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**INTRODUCTION**
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.

Her:babydon'tcry,ohhmybaby.Ihavewaited

forthisdayallmylifeandyoulooksobeautiful

sweetheartsodon'tcry..

Shesaidasshewipedawaymytears,Ismiled

throughmytears.IlookedatmyreflectionandI

didlookbeautiful.Thewhiteweddingdressthat

huggedmybodywasreallybeautiful,myhair

perfectlymade.ItwasmyweddingdayandGod

knowsIdon'tregretbeingheretoday,Idon't

regretthedecisionsthatImadeinmylife



becausetheyaretheonesthatbroughtme

here.

Her:ItoldyouKrissy..youmybabyyouare

destinedtohappiness...

Me:Ilookbeautiful..

Iwhisperedsoftly..

Her:ofcause,Ihopethatyoungmanknowshow

luckyheistohaveyou...

.

.

Ilookedreallybeautiful,Ireallyfeltbeautiful.

SoonenoughIwillbesomeone'swifeandI

lovedthefeeling.ToeventhinkonedayIwas

sofragile.

.



.

*******************

.

.

Freespiritedpeople,funnypeople,the'goforit'

kindofpeople,the'Idon'tgiveashit'typeof

peopleorhoweverwaytheycanbedescribed

certainlywasnotme!Lowselfconfidence,low

selfesteem,shy,scaredwasmeandnothing

coulddescribemebetterthanthosewords.I

wasalwaysscaredandthatneverbotheredme

butIwon'texactlysayIwasaloner,tocutitall

shortcryingwasmybestfriend.Ihadpeople

wholovedme,admiredmeandenviedme.Was

itfriendsorfamily.IwasbeautifulandstillIam

Imustsay.EverybodyknewitandsodidIbut

sometimesIneverreallyfeltbeautiful.They

alwayssaidIhavetheBeyonce+AliciaKeys

typeofbody.Ihad\stillhavebigeyeswhichat

somepointannoyedmeandirritatedmebut



peopleseemedtothinktheymadememore

beautiful.Beingamixedracetomeatsome

pointwasacurse,Iwishedtobeblack,Iwished

tohavenaturalafrotypeofhairnotcurlysoft

hair,IwishedIhadsmalleyesandIwishedIhad

browneyes..thecolourofmyeyesisrather

scary..Itsnotoceanicoranythingithasthe

colouroffire..abitofred,yellowandorange.I

alwayshadtowearlensesbecausetheymade

mefeellessbeautiful.Thatshowifelt4years

downthelinebutTodayit'smyweddingdaybut

amgoingtostartmystorywhenIwasstill18

yearsold.IamKristinThompsonbuttheycall

meKrissy,bewithmeandletmetakeyouupon

myjourneyoflifethatbroughtmehere.Butone

thingIcanassureyou,itwasn'tallsweet!!
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.

SAMUEL

.

.

.

Me:howthefuckdidhefindout??

Mike:Idon'tknowbutBandileknowswetook

hisdiamonds...Andhe'scomingafterus!

Me:FuckFuckFuck!!!!!

Weweredisturbedbymyphoneringing,itwas

anunknownnumber...Ihesitatedtoanswerbut

Ididattheend.

Me:speakup

CallerID:notaverygoodwaytogreetpeople



Sam

Iknewthatvoiceverywell,itwasBandileno

doubt.

Me:IgreetpeoplethewayIfeel

Him:Isee..somydiamonds..WhencanIexpect

themSam?

Thewayhewassocalmwasjustnotmaking

mefeelatease..Thisisaverydangerousdrug

Lord...Agangsterleader...andit'soddforhimto

besocalmlikethis...WhatthefuckwasIeven

thinkingwhenIstolehis

diamonds...money,that'swhatyouwere

thinking..Myinnerselfscreamed...

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout?



Him:okfine,thenIguessyouwillknowwhatam

talkingaboutwhenyoursisterisdead..oreven

betterwhenImakehermymule...

Me:staythefuckawayfrommysisters..!

Him:ohhhhIforgottheyaretwo...Imeanthebig

one...Kristin..Suchabeautifulgirl..So

intelligent..

Me:Iwillgiveyouyourstuffback,giveme2

days..

Him:youwillhaveyoursisterbackafterIhave

mydiamonds..Willtalk

Andwithsaidthathehungup..Ithrewmy

phoneagainstthewallviolentlythatitbroketo

pieces...

Mike:and?

Me:he'sgoingafterKristin!!he'sgoingaftermy



sister!!

.

.

.

KRISTIN

.

.

Iamcheckingmyselfonthemirrorinthe

morning,Iholdmyhairintoaneatbun...Make

funnyfacesonthemirrorthenafterthatIlaugh

atmysilliness...SometimesIjustwishmyeyes

werejustbrownorblackorevenbetter

oceanic..buttheyareacolourofyellow,orange

andredmixed.SoIhavetoputcontactsmost

ofthetime,toavoidlookingweirdinfrontof

otherstudents.Ihavesoftcurlyhair,sometimes

tomebeingAmixedraceit'sjustanunwanted

curse...Beingdifferentfromotherkidsand

constantlyfeelingleftouthasturnedmeinto



someonewithlowselfesteemandlowself

confidence.Ama18yearoldgirlwhoschools

atLegaeAcademy....Istaywithmymomand

sister,AlexandrabutwecallherAlex...She's16

andschoolsatRainball..Bothmeandmysister

wehavethesamefather,Taylorwhosean

Americanwhiteassnigga...Thoughhes

married,hestillfulfillsHisfatherlyduties,he

visitseachandeveryholidayfor2weeks

maximumtojustseeus...andIalsohaveone

brother,SamuelbutwecallhimSam..hesin

Harvard..that'swereheschoolsandisdoinghis

lastyearinMedicinethere..Andifyouare

wonderingSamdoesn'tsharethesamefather

asus,wedon'tknowwhohe'sfatherisand

momneverreallytalksaboutit...AsIwasstill

lookingatmyselfonthemirrorIhearda

chucklefromthebed..ItwasAlex,nodoubt...

Wedohaveseparateroomsjustthatshejust

likessleepinginmyroomwithme...



Me:what?

Isaidlookingatherfromthemirror...

Her:IwishIwasasbeautifulasyou..

Me:butyouare...

Her:Iamnotcurvaliciousasyou..Idon'thave

dimplesoratinysmoothvoiceasyours..

Me:youarebeautifulasyouarebabyandif

anyonedoesn'tseeitthenit'stheirloss...and

sometimesIdowishIwasconfidentasyou..

IsaidasIwalkedtothebedandsatbesides

her..

Her:andwiselikeyou,Iwonderhowcomeyou

don'thavefriends...



Me:itsforthebest...plusIdohaveafriend..

Her:Tshepang??Itsonlyone...

Me:andamcoolbyhim..ifIwereyouIwouldbe

wakinguprightnow...theschoolbusisgoingto

leaveyou..

Her:uuurggIhateSchool..

Shesaidburyingherheadinsidetheblankets...

Me:wellIcan'thelpyouonthatone..Ialsodon't

likeschoolifthatmakesyoufeelbetter....

AsIwasstilltalkingtohermyphonerang,it

wasTshepangbutIcallhimTshepie,andas

AlexhavesaidIonlyhaveonefriend...He's

male..weschoolatthesameschoolbut

differentclasses..Wehavebeenfriendsever

sinceForm1andtodaywedoingForm5....our



Friendshiphasreallycomelongway..I

answered..

Me:hey

Him:whereyouat?

Me:homeyou??

Him:metoo...let'scatchaminibustoschool..

Me:Ihatethosethings..howaboutafterschool

atleast?

Him:stillok...

Me:IwishIdidn'thavetogotoschool

Him:I'vealwayssuspectedyoudon'tlikeschool..

Me:Ilikeschool,theproblemiswakingupin

suchcolds...

Him:tellmeaboutit...thankHeavenswealmost

done..

Me:yeah...sovarsity??



Him:haven'tdecided...You?

Me:wasthinkingHarvard..

Him:youwannafollowSam'sfootsteps?

Me:yeahwhynotbutIwillbestudyingLaw...

Him:itwouldn'tbesuchabadthingtogotothe

sameUniversities..

Me:yeah..Imeanitwillbefunifweschooledat

thesameschool..ummhTshepiepleasehold

on..IneedtowakeupsomeMrshere..

Him:Alex?

Me:yeah..

Iplacedthephonedownthenwentandgrabbed

theblanketsthrowingthemonthefloor..

Her:whatthe?

Me:wakeup..



Her:amnotgoingtoday..

Me:amtellingmom..

Shestoodupandwalkedtothebathroom

mumblingonlywhatshecanhear...Ishookmy

headasIpickedupmyphone..

Me:amback...

Him:she'sawake?

Me:yeah..

Him:IwillwaitforyouattheGateayt??

Me:cool...bythewayyouneedtotellmeabout

Keletso..

Him:webrokeup..

Me:shetoldme..

Him:mxm...why?

Me:shewantsmetotalktoyou...



Him:watsenwa(she'scrazy?

Me:ngwanaomongwewagoratarra(thatchild

lovesyou)

Him:so?kerengyaanongnna?(Whatshouldi

saythen?)

Me:Igiveup..

Him:maybeyoutellmewhyyouarestillsingle

butyoudoingform5

Me:Iwanttofocusonschool...

Him:metoo...That'swhywebrokeup..

Me:lies!!

Him:Ialsowannabeatopstudentinschooljust

likeyou...

Me:butyouare...

Him:Iwanttobemorethanyou..

Me:ohhwellOK...Lookamcomingnow..

Him:metoo



Welaughedrightbeforedroppingthecall.Itook

mybagthenwenttomybathroomwereAlex

wasbathing...

Me:amgoingAlex

Her:ok...sayhitoyourhotfriend...Tboy..

SometimesIforgetaboutthestupidcrushshe

hasonTshepie..it'sjusthilariousifyouaskme

consideringthatTshepiedoesn'tevenlookat

herlikethat....

Me:okIwill...bequik...theschoolbuswillleave

you...

Her:okbye...

Me:bye



ItookmybagthenwentdownstairswereI

foundmomeating....

Her:Thankheavenslet'sgo...

Me:arewelate..

Isaidlookingatmywristwatch...

Her:no,butNthabelengwantsalift..hercar

brokedown..

Me:okky...

Her:isAlexawake?

Me:yep..

Isaidtakinganappleandputtingitinmy

bag,usuallyinthemorningIdon'thave

appetite...Idon'tknowwhybutIjustfinditso



hardtoeatinthemorning..Mymomdropsme

atschoolandpicksmeupboth...WhileAlex

refused..Sherathergoeswithaschoolbus

thanhermomscar...accordingtoherits

embarrassing..

Mom:let'sgo..

ShesaidwalkingoutsidetoherBMWX6....

Wegotinandthenshestarteddrivingto

school..Itookmyphoneandstartedspeaking

toTshepie..LikeIhavesaidTshepangismy

onlyfriend...He'smybestfriend...Ineverreally

wantedtobefriendswithanyoneifitsnot

Tshepang,Ifeelliketheothergirlsdon'tlikeme

soIratherkeepmydistance..theIonlypersonI

talktothatmuchisKeletso,shesitsbesidesme

inmyclass...Asformyotherclassmatesthey

onlytalktomewhentheyneedhelporjust

sayinghiandthat'sthatandtobefrankly

honestItdoesn'tbotherme...LastyearIonce



gotslappedbysomegirlwhoclaimedIwas

stealingherboyfriend...Itwasareallysticky

situationifyouaskme...AndfromthereInever

befriendmyselfwithboys..Iseriouslydon'twant

unnecessarydramainmylife...

AsIwasstilltalkingwithTshepangon

WhatsApp...Whenthecarstoppedindicating

wehadarrived..

Mom:oktake..

ShehandedmeP50..

Me:okthanksbye..

Isaidgettingoffthecar..

Her:Iloveyou..



Shescreamedasshedroveaway..Iwalked

towardsthegatewhereIsawTshepiewithhis

otherfriendsDylan,BakangbutwecallhimBK

andAntony..He'sactuallyfromZimbabwe...If

youaskmetheyareallgoodlooking....Allof

them..Iwalkeduptothem,Tshepiestoodupas

soonashesawme..

Antony:Kris

Me:heyAntony..Dylan...BK..

Dylan:Ruby...

DylanusuallycallsmeRubyduetomyeyes

beingbig..okmaybejustabitbigandontopof

thatIwearspectacles.....



BK:babes...

Me:heyyy...

Dylan:yousoundlikea5yearold..yourvoiceis

sotiny

Me:that'snotnice..

Dylan:Itsthetruth....

Tshepang:he'slying..

Me:Iknow...

BK:sohowareyoufuturewife?

Dylan:inyourdreamsright?

Thisishowtheyare,everyday...SometimesI

evenwonderhowtheyarefriends...

Me:ummmh..Ihaveto...gonow..

Tshepang:letmewalkyou..



Westartedwalkingtomyclass...Though

Tshepangwassmellingsomething..

Me:youhavebeensmoking?

Him:no..

Me:Ithoughtyouquit..

Him:andIdon'tknowwhatyouareonabout

Me:amnotstupid..Icansmellit..

Him:somethingiswrongwithyournose..

Me:Isee

Him:okjustabit..

Me:why?

Him:Ismokeweedtoreliefstress...having

parentswhoaredivorcingandalwaysfighting

infrontofyouisnotreallyfun..itsstressful..

Me:theyarestillatit?

Him:yep

Me:amsorry..



Him:nah..itscool..

Bythenwewerealreadyinfrontofmyclass..

Me:seeyouatbreak?

Him:yeah..Iwillbehere...waitingforyou..

Me:okcool

Igotinsidetheclassandwentstraighttomy

chair,Keletsowasalreadyin...

Her:hey..

Me:hi.

Isatdownandtookoutmyliteraturebook..

Her:ummh..didyoutalktoTshepie?

Me:yeah...hesayshewantstofocusonschool..



Her:that'scrapandweallknowit..Hetoldme

helovesSomeoneelse...

Me:hesaidthat?

Her:yeah...Thisisnotaboutschool..heloves

someoneelseandthat'sthat!!

Me:amsorry..

Her:itsok..

Shestoodupwithtearsinhereyesandwalked

out,Icanimaginewhatshemustbegoing

through...Imeana1yearrelationship...

WewerenowinaLiteraturelesson..theteacher

wasntinsotherewasacceptablenoiseandthe

momenthewalkedinthewholeclasswent

silent,Keletsowasstillnotback...Iguessshe

wasstillcrying..



Sir:ummmhKristin..There'sarelativeatthe

Administrationwhowantstoseeyouurgently...

Whichrelativewouldwannaseeme?Confusion

struckinhardbuttheconstantstarringofmy

classmatesforcedmeup..Istoodupand

walkedtotheadministrationandgettingthere

myeyescameacrossthisguy....Ihadnoidea

whohewas..wasthisthepersontheteacher

wasreferringto?

Him:KristinThompson?

Me:yes.....

Him:foundher!!

Thewayhesaidthatwasn'treallypleasing..I

swallowedahugelumplookingforanescape

plan..myheartstartedbeatingsofast..what's

goingon?

.



.

ALEX

.

.

Him:Iloveyouok?

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Him:oktheteacherishere..bye

Me:bye..

Thenhedroppedthecall..Myrelationshipwith

Tshepanghasonlybeenfor2weeksbutIreally

lovehim..YesDatingaguywhois2yearsolder

thanme,alsowhohappenstobemysisters

friendmaycomeoffasoffishbutIcan'treally

changethewayIfeel..

AsIwasstillthinkingaboutmylifeIreceiveda

textfromKris..



"Callmomnow,tellhertocometomyschool!!"

Thismessagetwistedmyintestines...

SomethingwaswrongandIcouldfeelit..

SomethingiswrongwithKris!

.

.

.

***ToBeContinued***
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Iwasrainingbacktoearth,constantviolent

shakingthatconsumedmybodywasbringing

back...Ifeltcoldliquidonmyfacethatwiththe

coldthatmetmybody,myeyessnapopen..

Iwishtosaythattheguywhocametoschool

waslostforsomereason,andthenapologized

fortheinconveniencebutthatwasnotthe

case,thelastthingIrememberIshimhittingme

hardwithsomethingonmyheadandIblacked

out..ThemomentIopenedmyeyesIrubbed

myheadwereitwaspainfulwithmyeyes

roamingaround.Iwasactuallylayingona

bed,comfortablebedtobeexact...Myheart

startedbeatingsofastwhenthedooropened...

Theguywhokidnappedmeorsotosay

emerged...Hewasgoodlookingandthen

makesmewonderwhathewantsfromme..

Him:ohhsoweareawake...



Me:whatdoyouwantfromme?

Him:nothing...

Me:thepolicewillgetyou...youaregoingtogo

tojail...

Him:wewillseeaboutthat...

Hetookouthisphoneasmyeyesstudiedthe

environment...Observingiftherewasaway

out...

Him:weareinthemiddleofnowhere

babes...there'snowaytoescape..

Me:pleasetakemehome..please...

Isaidastearsstreamed....Ihaveheardabout

peoplebeingkidnappedthenkilled..Ireallydon't

wanttodie..atleastnotnow..

Hecalledsomeone..



Him:BandileShe'sawake...ok.

Thenhehungup....

Him:ok..sowearegoingtoplaynicetoeach

otherright?Amgoingtojusttieyouonachair...

Me:w....why?Iwon'trunawaypleasedon'ttie

me...likeyousaidthere'snowayoutfor

me..please..

Him:KrissyIwon'thurtyou...amjusttyingyou

sosomeoneseeswenotplaying..

Me:who?

Him:dontworryaboutthat...

Hewalkedtowardsme..nomatterhowmuchi

triedtostepbackhewasstillcomingfor

me...Godpleasehelpme...

.



.

ALEX

.

.

Momwaspacingupanddownmakingendless

phonecalls..shestillhadhopethatmaybea

relativedidtakeherbutthatwasjusttoofar

fetched...Dadwasalreadyonhisway...Ihave

neverseenmomsoworriedlikethis,well

everyonetobeexactevenTshepang...hefeels

likeheshouldhaveprotectedher...Itsbeena

daywithKrismissingandIjustfeelmyheart

breakingintosmallerpieces...mysisteristhe

onlyclosestthingIhaveinmylife,she

understandsmefully...she'smyeverything...

Watchingmompaceupanddownonthephone

madefmytearstostreamdown...Icouldn't

eventhinkofwhatmusthavehappenedtoher...

AsIwasstillsittingthereTshepiecalled..



Him:hey..

Me:hi..

Him:amoutsidecome...

WithnohesitationIstoodupandwentout,

momdidn'tevennotice.....

ThemomentIgotoutside,Isawhimleaning

againstsomecar...Ibetitwashismothers....

Iranuptohimandthrewmyselfinhisarms,allI

neededthatmomentwashiswarmarms

aroundme...Icriedinhisarms..

Aftersometimehehadmanagedtocalmme

down..

Him:howareyouholdingup?



Me:itshard..Imissher..

Him:don'tworry..wewillfindher...mydadhas

hiredaP.I

Me:that'sniceofyourfather..

Him:yeah...doesSamknow?

Me:yes..hesaidhewillsortitout...

Him:Iguesseveryoneisputtinghandson..

Me:yeah..evendadiscoming..

Him:that'sgood...wannagooutforadrive..Just

toputthemindatease..

Me:yeahwhynot..butwait...Howareyou?

Hechuckled..

Him:itshard..she....apartfromyoushe'sthe

personwhohelpskeepmesaint..Youknow

whenitwasoneofthosedays...shewasthere



forme.....ShesthefamilyIhavenever

had...bloodornotshesmysister..

Icouldseehowthiswasbreakinghim...

Him:let'sgo...

Me:ok..

Wegotinsidethecaranddroveaway,weboth

stayatPhakalane...WedrovealongtheA1

road...Hestoppedalongwayinthemiddleof

nowherethengotoffthecar,Ifollowedhim...

Hewentinsidetheforestuptosomestones...

Him:weusuallycomeheretojustunwindand

thinkaboutthefuture...

Me:itssofar..

Him:yeah..comehere..



Iwalkedtowardshim,hemademestandona

stone..thenbroughtourbodiesclosedtoeach

other..

Me:Ithinkshe'sstillalivewhereversheis..

Him:howdoyouknowthat?

Me:amhersister...Icanfeelit..

Him:haveIevertoldyouhowmuchIloveyou?

Ishookmyheadno..

Him:Iloveyou...eversincelastyearAugust...

Me:Iloveyoutoo...eversinceIwas14

Hechuckled

Him:soyouhavebeencrushingonmeallalong?



Me:sortof

Him:welldreamsdocometrue

HesaidasHebroughthisfaceclosertomine

thenbeforeIknowitwewerekissingdeeply...

.

.

KRISTIN

.

.

Iwasnowtyedtoachair..Hedidn'thurtme...I

wastyedtosomemetalchairinthemiddleof

theroom.

Him:yousee?Ididn'thurtyou...

Heseemednicethough...



Me:whenamIgoinghomeSeth?

Hehadtoldmehisname..

Him:soonenough..

Aswewerestilltalkingsomehotguygotin,to

behonestIhaven'tmetanyoneashotasthat

guy..hewasreallyhandsome..hadtatoosall

overhisarms....maybehotisan

understatementhe'ssofreakinghandsome!

Seth:Bandile..

Bandile:isthisher?

Seth:yeah...

Him:ok....Bokgadi!!



Hecalledout...SomeTomboygirlcamein..no

doubtshewasalsoagangster..shecamein

withsomeelectricalappliancesandsome

cables..

ThisBandileguylookedheartless...Socold.

Bandile:makeherlooknice...

Seth:dowehavetodothat??

Bandile:Ineedtosettherecordstraightonwhat

Idotopeoplewhodoublecrossme..

Hewentsomewhereandcamebackwitha

bottleofwaterthathepouredonme,nodoubt

hewasgoingtoshockmewithEletricity...

TearsstartedstreamingdownasTheTomboy

girlcametomychair,tomaketheirlittleproject

asuccessIwastyedtoametalchair..Ilooked

atSethwholookedatmewithsadeyes..



Me:pleasehelpme....

Isaidastearschockedme...

Bandile:takethevideoSeth...

Sethtookouthisphone...Thetomboygirls

pluggedsomecablestothechairthenwentto

theplug...themomentsheswitchediton,Ican't

starttoexplainwhatwasgoingtomybody,the

painthatconsumedme.theinvoluntary

shaking.Ievenfeltlikemysoulwasfightingits

wayoutofmybody,Ididn'tevenhavethe

energytoscream....Afterawhilesheswitched

theplugoff...IwassodrainedthatIsuddenly

feltweakandthemomentIclosedmyeyesI

fellintoblackness....

.

.



.

SAM

.

.

Seeingmysisterlikethatbrokemyhearttoa

pointwereIfeltmywholeworldbreaking..

Seeingmysisterlikeandknowingitsmyfault

reallybrokeme...

Mike:ready?

Me:yeah...Iwilldeliverthempersonally..

Him:that'srisky...Bandilewillkillyou

Me:Krisismysister!!

Mike:Iknow...butimaginehowshe'sgoingto

feelifyoudie?

Me:I..just...

Mike:feellikesheneedsyou?ofcauseshedoes



butIfyougotherepersonallyyouaregoodas

dead..wewillsendsomeone...

Me:ok..

Igulpeddowntheremainingwisky,..

.

.

.

KRISTIN

.

.

WhenIopenedmyeyesagain,mywholebody

wasachingandIfeltsotired...Iwasstillona

chairtyed..myeyescameBandileandSeth..and

itseemedliketheywerearguing...

Seth:hesaidtheyarecoming..There'snoneed

forthis..



Bandile:Ineverreallyaskedforyouropinion..

Hesaidwalkinguptome,withaninjection..

Whatwashedoingtomenow..Heseyeswere

icecold...Ievenforgotabouthis

handsomenessandsexynessfocusedonthe

monsterhewas..

Me:please....pl...please..pleasedon'tdo

this..please...

Isaidcrying,nodoubthewastryingtoinject

medrugs...

Helookedatmecarefullywithmytears

streamingdown...Hetookaheavysighashe

lookedaway...

Bandile:ifIdon'tgetmystuffbytomorrowshe's



dead....

Hesaidbeforewalkingout,assoonashewas

goneIbrokeintoaloudcry..Whyme?Godwhy

me?

Sethcameanduntyedmethenhelpedme

stand...

Me:please...please..helpme..

Him:don'tworryyourbrotherwillsaveyou..

Me:S...Sam?

Him:yeah.

Me:please..pleaseletmetalktohim..

Him:that'srisky..

Me:please....



Him:okonly10seconds..

Inoddedagreeing...Hehelpedmesitonthe

bedashedidsomethingwithhisphoneand

afterawhileIheardSam...

Sam:hello?

Me:Sam...Sam..

Him:Krissy..areyouokPumpkin?Didtheyhurt

you?

Me:comegetme...please

Him:amcoming...Amgoingtosaveyou

pumpkin..Iloveyou..i-

AndSethhungup...

Seth:happy?



Inoddedwithtearsstreaming...ThatmomentI

prayedforSamtosavemebeforeBandile

comesback..thewayhe'ssocoldnodoubthe

willkillme...

.

.

.

ToBeContinued
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Him:asmuchasthishurtsbutIreallythinkyour

dadhasapoint,Imeanwedon'texactlyknow

thepeoplewhokidnappedyouorwhatthey

wanted..whatiftheycomeback?Thereareso

manywhatif'sKrisandthelastthingIwantis

somethingtohappentoyou..

Ilookedathim,Iknowhehasapointbuttojust

leave?IwaswithTshepieatKFC,itsbeena

weekeversincemydaddroppedthis

bombshellonmeanditseemslikeeveryone

agreeswithhim,thereareallworriedaboutmy

safety..evenAlexagrees,butmyheartishere

withmyfamily...

Me:whatabout...God..Tshepang...whatabout

ourfriendship?Mysister?mymom??I

can't..I...mywholelifeisherenotatsomeplace

whereIknowonlymydad...andMystepmom..



Isighed..

Him:lasttimeyousaidyouandyourstepmom

getalongjustfine...

Me:itsnotabouther..Its..Iknowyouguyshave

apointbuttojustleave?

Him:youandIwelikebrotherandsisterand

nothingcaneverbreakus...notevendistance

plusthat'swhythereisathingcalledsocial

media..

Me:amgoingtomissyou..

Him:sowhenareyougoing?

Me:Dadsaidhehasalreadyfindmeagood

school,andwellmytravellingdocumentsareall

nowinordersoonTuesday..

Him:sosoon?

Me:yeah...sosoon..

Him:howaboutwegotolionspark?



Me:itscoldincaseyoudon'trealize..

Him:sowhat?itsnotlikewegoingtoswim,we

willonlydotherides..

Me:itsSunday..Ihaveacurfew..

Him:thereisnothingwrongwithbreakingafew

rules..

Me:aiiiok...onlyifyouaregoingtobuymefood

inside..

Him:watsenwa!!(youarecrazy)whendidIstart

working?

Me:wellyoucertainlyhavemoneyforustoget

insopossiblyyouhavemoneyforfood..

Him:kerekileKFC(IboughtKFC)sodoyourself

afavourandeat..becauseyouain'tgettingany

foodwhenwegetthere..gogetaboyfriend..

Me:somuchofagentleman..

Him:Ihaveagirlfriendwho..-



Hestoppedalongway..

Me:soKeletsoisright?Youactuallylove

someoneelse..WhosesheandwhywasInever

told?

Him:its....Ijustdon'twantyougettingmad..

MeandwhywouldIgetmad?

Him:she'stwoyearsyoungerthanmeand..-

Hegotinterruptedbymyphoneringingandit

wasSam..

Me:itsSam..

Ianswered..

Me:hey!!



Him:somebodymissesme..

Me:sobad..

Him:Ihearyoufatheristakingyou..

Me:yeah...forsafetyreasons..

Him:amreallysorryforwhathappenedtoyou..I

reallyamKris..

Me:itsnoonesfault..Really..don'tsweatit..

Him:areyouokthough?

Me:yes..amok..you?youseemabit..Idon't

knowbutyoujustsounddown?

Him:no..itsschool..

Me:so..areyougoingtobuyasumsungS8??

Herlaughed..Isaidchangingthesubject,Ireally

don'twanttoworrymybrotherovernothing..I

wasstillscared..butamsuresoonenoughI

wouldhavegottenoverit..



Him:ifyoubehave..

Me:what??Ialwaysbehave..

Him:Iknow..sohowisTshepang?

Me:he'sok...anywhitesisterinlaw?

Him:Indian..

Ilaughed...

Me:sowhosegoingtomarrywho?

Him:shutup..she'sbeautifulthough..

Me:obviously...Indiansarebeautiful...Iwanna

meether..maybeIcangettowearaSari..

Him:andwhat'sthat?

Ilaughed..



Me:niggayouaresoslow!!

.

.

SAM

.

.

Speakingtomysisteralwayscalmsme

down,bothoftheminfact..it'sfunnyhowthey

aredifferentthough..Alexisthego

getter...she'sreallyconfidentwhileKrisinthe

otherside...she's....shesjustKris..Imean..she's

shybutnotthatmushshywhenshegetsused

toyou..Ican'tsayshe'snotconfidentbutshe

hasthispersonalitythatonlyifyouknowher

youwillunderstand..She'ssoquitearound

peopleshedoesn'ttalkalotandstuffwhile

Alexisjusttheopposite..



Me:soyou?anyboyfriend?

Her:yes,Jesus..

Ilaughedsohard..trusthertobecrazy

Me:ohhJesus..

Her:yeahJesusisthemanIlove..

Me:Isee..welltellJesusIsaidhi..

Her:ok..IwilltellhimwhenItalktohim..

Me:good..ummhlookIbettergo..Iwillseeyou..

Me:seemewhere?

Me:aiiwewilltalk..

Shechuckled..

Her:okIloveyou..



Me:metoo..

IthenhungupthenturnedtoonlyfindMike

lookingatme..

Him:howisshe?

Me:she'sfine...asalways..

Him:areyousureyoudon'twantmeasyour

brotherinlaw?

Me:notinamillionyears..plusyouain'thertype..

Him:andwhosehertype?

Me:untilyouarePresidentyouarenothertype...

Him:fuckyou...

Me:Bandileisgoingtopay...heshouldn'thave

messwithmyfamily..

Him:Bandilewillkillyou..

Me:notifhedoesn'tknowitsme..



Him:youwantyoursistertodieIsee...Itsnot

hisfaultyoudecidedtostealfromhim,andwe

allknowyouarehisbiggestenemy...Youguys

usedtobefriends...

Me:onceuponatimeweusedtobefriends..

Him:andyoudecidedtosleepwithhisgirlfriend..

Me:Iwasdrunkplusshekeptthrowingherself

atme..shewasaloosepantyplushewas

cheatingonher..

Him:mainlineisyousleptwithHisgirlfriend..

Wereyoudrunkornot...washecheatingonher

ornot..youbroketheguycode..Thisthingof

himtakingyoursister...hejustwantedtohurt

youthat'sallbecauseitseemslikefamilyisthe

mostimportantthingtoyou..soheknowsyour

weakness

Me:that'swhyhehastopay..Imeanhowlongis

hegoingtobeangryforsomethingthat

happened2yearsago?



Him:youguysshouldjustgrowup..looknow

youareputtingyoursisterindanger...

Me:formyfamily'ssakeIwillletthisonego..but

hebetterpraywedon'tmeet..

Him:forbothyoursakesIhopeyoudon't...no

onewillwalkoutalive..youguyswillkilleach

other...

Me:youcanbetonthatone!!hemadeareally

bigmistakeinvolvingfamilyintothis!!

.

.

KRISTIN

.

.

Wewerejustfromtherollercoasterrideand

myheadwasspinning..

Him:youshouldhaveseenyourself..



Me:Godthatwasfun..

Him:yeah...nowwecangohome...

Me:yeah..butbeforethatTshepangIreallydon't

mindyoudatinga2yearoldyoungerpersonto

you..aslongasyouarehappyIam..butwhose

she?

Him:Iwilltellyouoneday..

Me:Iwillholdyoutoit..

Wewalkedtohiscartalkingaboutthedaywe

had...ThiswasthemostfunniestthingIhave

everdoneeversinceJanuary...Iwasalso

happytohavetalkedtoSam..hecouldn'tcome

seemebecauseapparentlyhehadexams..

Tshepangdrovemehome...GettinghomeI

foundAlexwatchingtheTV..

Me:hey..



Her:hey..hadfuntoday?

Me:yeah..lotsof..TshepangtookmetoLions

parkandSamcalled..

Her:healsocalledme...

Shesaidfollowingmetomyroom...assoonas

wegotinsideshethrewherselfonthebed..

Me:guesstodaywasourluckyday..where's

mom?

Her:Idon'tknow...shejustleft..

Me:ok..

Her:amgoingtomissyou...

Me:Istilldon'tgetwhyyoudon'twannacome

with..

Alexmadeitclearwhendadsuggestedifshe



alsowantstocomewiththatshedoesn't

wannagoanywhere...

Her:whowilllookaftermom?

Me:ok..Iguessyouhaveapoint..

Her:promisetocalleveryday..

Me:that'salieIdon'twanttoutterwithmyown

mouth..

Her:okeveryweekbutweshouldtalkon

WhatsAppeveryday..

Me:okthatoneIcando..

Her:amsureyougoingtomeethandsomewhite

boys..

Me:youthough..

Her:methoughwhat?Youshouldreallystart

dating...Imeanyouaresobeautiful...



Shecameandremovedmyspectacles....

Her:therenothingwrongwithyoureyes....why

areyouhidingthembehindthespectaclesand

eyecontacts..Youhavebeautifuleyes...

Shealsoletmycurlyhairloose...

Her:andbeautifulhair...can'tevenstarttalking

aboutthebeautywithinyou...

Me:I...Ijustdon'twantto....tolookweirdinfront

ofotherpeople..

Her:beingdifferentiswhatmakesyou

beautiful...youarereallyBeautifulKris...

Me:andsoareyou..

Her:promisemenomoreSpectaclesandeye

contactsfromnowon?

Me:promise..



Shesmiled...Mysisterisatruemotivator..

Maybetherenothingwrongwithmyeyes...but

thefeelingofbeingaweirdocouldn'tleavemy

mind...whatifpeoplelaughatme?orget

terrified?Whatif...thereweresomanywhatifs...

Ilookedatmyselfatthemirror...Tookadeep

breath..."Beingdifferentiswhatmakesyou

different".thiswordskeptplayinginmy

mind..andIwasstartingtobelieveit..

.

.

2DAYSLATER

.

.

Wewerealmostlanding...AfewhoursagoI

wassayinggoodbyetothepeoplethatmeans

theworldtomeandthatwasthemostheart

breakingthingIhaveeverdone..IguessIwill



seethemDecember..Myheartwasbreaking...I

evencriedwhenIhadtohugmymom..God

knowshowmuchamgoingtomissher..Alex

alsocriedwhileTshepangjustputawayhis

tearsbuthiseyeswerered..Dylan,Antonyand

BKwherealsothere...Ithurtleavingthembut

thenagainitslife...Aftersomeminuteswe

werewalkingwithourbagstotheparkingLott

wereElizabethwaswaitingforus,mystep

mom..Herandmydaddon'thavekids

together...AndIdon'tevenknowwhyandI

neverask..afterallitsnonofmybusiness...As

soonaswegottothecarshecameout..

Her:ohhKris..youaresogrown..

Shesaidhuggingme,IHuggedherback..wejust

getalongjustfinebutIdon'tcallhermom...and

somethingtellsmeIwillnever.

Her:let'sgohome..amsureyouaretired..



Me:yeah..

Theenvironmentwasnew,everythingwasjust

newandtobehonestIwasscared...Thefact

thatIdidn'tknowwhatthisplacehasinstore

formescaredme...

.

.
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.



.

Me:amstillsayingnoEnhle!!

Her:comeonBandile...anditsnotlikeyoudon't

havemoneyanyways

Me:Ineedyoutolearntosave...Igaveyou

moneylastweekandyoualreadytellingmeyou

blewitall?Lookamreallybusyrightnow...I

gattago..

Her:Ba-

Ihadalreadyhungup..Mbalienhleismy

sister,smallsister..she's21andgoesat

UniversityofCapetown...andIhaveneverseen

anyonewhowastemoneylikeEnhle...Mymom

alsostaysinCapetownandmeontheother

sideIstayinJoharnessburg,weonly3inour

family..that'smom,meandEnhle.Iwasoutside

cleaningmycar,Iusuallyprefermecleaningit

thansomeonefromthecarwash.AsIwasstill



cleaningmycarIsawSeth'scarpullinginand

afterawhilehewaswalkingtowardsme..

Him:Bandile..

Me:dawg..

Him:thepackageishere..

Hesaidhandingmeablackpace...

Me:aretheytherealones?

Him:yes

Me:theybetterbe...orelsehemightaswellstart

withhissister'sfuneralpreparations

Isaidopeningthepace...theylookedrealto

me...Iplacedthepaceinmypocket..



Him:youwouldn'tkillher..

Me:somuchconfidence...

Him:Iknowyouareruthlessbutnotenoughto

killaninnocent18yearold..

Me:youlikeher?

Him:what?

Me:youlikeherdon'tyou?

Him:thisisnotaboutmelikingher..

Me:itsaboutyoucaring??Youmustbekidding

me,Whendidyoustartcaringforotherpeople?

Worsesomekid..?

Him:sinceIrealizedshehadnothingtodowith

Sam'stheft..

Me:okMrNiceGuywannabesinceIseeyou

likeherhowaboutyoujustgomarryherthen?

Heclickedhistoungeandwalkedawayleaving

inchuckles,yesshedidn'thaveanythingtodo



withthediamond'sbutkeepingherhostagegot

mewhatIwantedandevenfasterthanI

anticipated.Toeventhinktherewereoneofthe

dayswereactuallyIwasaniceperson,good

persontobeexact.Everythingfellapartwhen

myfatherdiedandbecauseofmyfather's

familydislikingmymomwehadtomovefrom

thehouse,myfatherhadboughtforusand

relocated.Sincemymomcouldn'tgetadecent

jobIhadtomanupatayoungageandhustle.I

can'tpossiblysayIleadamoralacceptablelife

butinsteadamadrugLord,athiefbutamnot

theonewhoactuallydoesthestealing..Isend

somepeople..AndIdon'tstealsmallthings..I

bombATM'sandlatestcars,diamond'sand

Gold.Amnotexactlyinacrew..Crewsbringlot

ofcomplications,likepoliceattentionwhichI

don'treallylike.Havingthepoliceonyourtail

isn'tsomethingpleasingbecauseyouwill

alwayshavetoconsideryoureverymovebutI

haveadetectivewhosuspectsmyillegalshit.



Roxy,andontopofthatshe'sawoman..She's

reallysmart.Ican'tsayamproudoranything

butifitputsfoodonthetablethenwhy

complainorifittakescareofmymomand

sister..Idohavehaveadegree,acivil

engineeringdegreeandontopofthatabig

constructioncompanywhichmanagestohide

myrealsourceofmoney..Idon'trunitbecause

Ireallyhatebeingstuckintheoffice..Idohave

friendsandthosefriendsusedtobemycrew

untilIdecidedtodissolveitbutwehavebeen

tighteversincethen.Imightbecoldorruthless

likeSethsaidbutIreallylovemyfamilywho

happenstobemymomandsister,theyare

practicallythereasonwhyamalivetoday..andI

feelit'sanobligationformetotakecareof

them...beinga24yearoldmeansalot..Imight

beloadedbuthavingafamilywhichlovesyou

unconditionallymakesmylifebetter..AsIwas

stillthereIreceivedacallfromSeth.



Me:yesMrNiceguy..

Him:amlettinghergo..

Me:ok..

Thenhehungup,Kristinwasreallythelastthing

onmymind..whatconsumedmymindwasthe

personwhowassupposedtobebuyingthis

diamonds..DevonknownasTaylor

MacVerdana...Amsurehewasgoingtocasha

lotforthisdiamonds...

.

.
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.

.

Sethwasbusyhelpingmewearhisjacket

sinceitwasabitchilly..



Me:pleasetellmeamgoinghome...

Him:yesyouarebutfirstletmegetonething

straight...Makesureyouknowwhattosayto

thepoliceorelsethistimeBandilewillreallykill

you...andtherestofyourfamilyandIbelieve

that'snotwhatyouwantright?

Inodded..

Him:good..wewouldn'twanttoattendyour

familysfunerals..

Me:wouldhedothat?

Him:hecandoworse..

Me:ok...

Him:andonemorethingKris..keepsafe..

Hesaidthatbeforehittingmewithsomething

onmyheadthatIimmediatelyfellinto

darkness..



WakingupIwaswelcomedbysomebeeping

thatwassoconstant,myvisionwassomehow

blurbutIcouldtellIwasinthehospital...Itried

tomovemybodybutstoppedasIfeltsome

painInmyheadthenIrememberedSethhitting

mewithsomethingonmyhead...AsIwasstill

thereIheardthedooropening..

Her:ohhhmyyGod..babyyouareawake..

Nurse!!!Nurse!

Shecalledout...IlettearsfallasIheardmy

mom,Ihadmissedher...

Me:mo..mom...

Her:yesbaby..mommyishere..



ShesaidembracingmeandIjustletitallout.

Me:whyme??

Her:shhhbaby...mommyishere...amreally

sorrybaby..Ireallyam..

Me:i...Iwas..scared..Ithought...-

Her:youareherenowbaby..Iloveyousomuch

Kristin..

AswewerestillhuggingIheardmydadsvoice..

IraisedmyheadandIsawhimstanding

besidesmybed..

Me:Dad..

Him:don'tworryPrincessnothingwillever

happentoyou..notifI'mthere..

Inoddedwithtearsrolling...



.

.

Afewhourslaterthewholefamilywascrowded

inthehospitalroomincludingTshepieand

Dylan..

Alex:Iwasreallyscared..

Me:metoo..

Dylan:thankGodyouareok..

Me:yeah..

Dad:yourmotherandIwillgiveyousome

privacywithyourfriend's...Lorato?

Mom:yeah..Iwillcomebacklater...

Shekissedmyforeheadandsodiddadthen

theybothleft...



Alex:wereyoueating?

Me:yeah...

Dylan:Ican'tbelieveyougotkidnappedat

school..

Alex:whatdidtheywant?

Me:theyneversaidbuttheysaidthatmebeing

capturedwillmakesomeoneknowhowserious

theyare..

Dylan:who?

Me:Idon'tknow..Iwassoscared...Ithoughthe

wasgoingtokillme..hewassocold..so

heartless..He...

AndIwasalreadyinAlex'sarmscrying..How

cansomeonebethatheartless...Ihatedhim..I

hatedhimforhurtingme...Ihatedhimfor

puttingmethroughallthat..Ihatedhim!!

IguessIcriedmyselftosleepbecausewhenI



openedmyeyesIcouldfeeltheywereswollen..

IlookedaroundandIfoundTshepandsleeping

onachair...AsIwasstillstarringathimhe

openedhiseyes...

Him:hey..doyouwantanything?

Me:no..amfine..

Him:areyousure?

Inodded..

Him:amreallysorry..Ishouldhaveprotected

you..

Me:itsnoonesfaultthoughIstilldon't

understandwhattheywanted..

Him:maybeithastodowithsomething

connectedtoyou..idk..



Heshrugged...

Me:butwho?

Him:stopstressingaboutthis...

Me:whatiftheycomebackforme?

Him:theywon't..yourdadhashiredsecurity..

Nothingwillhappentoyou...

Me:amscared

Him:youdon'thavetobe...notanymoreat

least..

Me:Imissedyou..

Him:obviously

Webothlaughed..

Him:ImissedyoutooPumpkin..

Me:itfeelsgoodtobeback



Him:itfeelsgoodtohaveyouback..

Me:i-

BeforeIcouldtalkthedooropenedwiththe

doctorgettinginsidefollowedbythepolicethen

myparents...

Doc:andhowismypatientdoing?

Me:amfinebesidesthepaininmyhead..

Doc:Ibelievetheyhityouryourhead...don't

worryyouwillbefine..wearegladthatthe

trafficofficersfoundyourbodylastnight

disposedontheroadnearthehospital..

Me:yeah...

Doc:thepolicewannahaveasmalltalkwith

youregardingthesituation..

Me:okky

Doc:Detective..



Detective:helloKristinThompson,amDetective

MotsamaiandImgoingtoaskyouafew

questions..

Me:ok

Detective:doyousomehowremembertheir

faces??ThekidnappersImean..maybetheir

names?

IwasabouttoopenmymouthwhenI

rememberedSeth'swords"yesyouarebutfirst

letmegetonethingstraight...Makesureyou

knowwhattosaytothepoliceorelsethistime

Bandilewillreallykillyou...andtherestofyour

familyandIbelievethat'snotwhatyouwant

right?"

ThiswordsranginmyheadthatsuddenlyIfeltI

neededtoprotectmyfamily....



Me:I....noIdon'tknowthem..

Him:Umhhhtakeyourtime...theyarenothere...

Theywon'thurtyou..

Me:Idon'tknowthem...

Him:areyousure?

Me:yes,they...theyhadblindfoldedme..

Him:areyousure?

Me:yeah...

Him:doyou-

Dad:Ithinkshehasmadeitclearthatshe

doesn'trememberDetective..

Detective:Siryoudorealizethatthisisvery

serious..

Dad:amherfatherandIseeitfitthatsherest...

RightDoctor?



Detective:Mr...

Dad:Macverdena..

Detective:yesMrMcverdenathisisavery

seriouscase..

Dad:Docdosomething

Doctor:IthinkMsThompsonneedstorest

now..

Detective:wewillbebackbutassoonasyou

remembersomethingpleasealertus..

Me:willdo...

Afterawhiletheyweregone..

Dad:theyaresopersistent

Me:theywerejustdoingtheirjobdad

Him:howareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:better...



Him:thepersonwhodidthisbetterprayIdon't

findthem....

Mom:Ibroughtyoufood..

ShesaidhandingmeaKFCpaperbag..

Tshepang:Iwillseeyou...

Hekissedmyforeheadadandleft..leavingme

withmewithmyparents...

Dad:Idon'tthinkyouaresafehere...That'swhy

yourmomandIhavedecidedthat...thatyou

comestaywithme..

Ichuckled...



Me:amwritingmyfinalexam..Ican'tjust

transfer..

Him:don'tworryaboutthat...Igotyousorted..

Me:no...please..canIjustfinishschoolfirst..I

havefriendsdad..whataboutAlex..Ican'tjust

leave..

Tearswerealreadystreaming...Irefusedto

believewhathewassaying..

Him:Kris....

Me:please....

Thiswasn'thappening,itcouldn'thappen..

WhataboutAlex,momorTshepang??Mywhole

lifeisherenotinAmerica...Icouldn't....Notnow

atleast!!

.



.

.

.
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Whitewalls,whitebedcovers,whitecarpet,white



curtains..Whiteeverything,aslidingdoorthat

ledoutsidethenthere'sabalcony..Wewerein

myroom,withElizabethshowingittome,the

roomwassuperbigandmorebeautifulthanmy

oldroom..

Her:yourdadtoldmeyourfavouritecolouris

whitesoIhadthisroomredecorated..Doyou

likeit?

Me:yes,andthankyousomuchfordoingthis..

Her:Ihavealwayswantedtohaveadaughter,

andnotthatamtryingtouseyoutofillthatgap

inanywaybutIjustgotoverexcitedwhenI

heardyouwillbestayinghereforsometime..

Me:itsok..

Her:pleasetellmewhenamcrossingthe

line,andamnottryingtoreplaceyourmom..

Me:ok...

Her:ummmhok..Iwillgiveyoutimetojust



settledown..

Shethenleftwithasmileonherface,Ihadseen

heracoupleoftimesbeforebutwenever

talkedanythingmorethan"hi".Isatonthebed

justanalysingtheroom,itwasverybeautifulno

doubtbutIstillmissedmyoldroom...ButthenI

wasgoingtogivethisplacethebenefitof

doubt,maybeitwon'tbethatbad,Ihadtohave

somefaithandthinkpositively...Itookmy

clothesandpackedthemnicelyinthe

closet,freshenedupthenchangedclothes

beforegoingdownstairstowheretheywere...

Thehousewasbig,verybigandmakingme

wonderwhy2peopleneedsuchabighouse...it

wasenoughfor5peopleifnot6..Iwenttothe

sittingroomwhereIfoundbothofthemsitting

andtalkingbutimmediatelystoppedwhenthey

sawme...



Dad:and?doyoulikeit?ifyoudon'tIcanalways

haveitchangedpumpkin...

Me:no,Iloveit..Itsbeautiful..

Lizzy:that'sgreat,soIcooked..Letmegoand

dishup..

Me:no...itsok..amnotfeelingthatmuchhungry

anyway..Iatesomethingintheplanebutmaybe

later..

Lizzy:areyousure?

Me:yes..butIwouldn'tmindatouraroundthis

neighborhoodthough...

Lizzy:Ithoughtyouwouldneverask..letmego

andwearcomfortableshoessowecandrive

around..

Shestoodupanddisappearedupstairs...

Dad:babyareyousureyouarefinewith



everything?Iseriouslydon'twantyoutofeel...-

Me:amfineDad...Ilovetheroomandthe

house..itssoBeautiful..

Him:ok..

Helookedconvinced,Iwasfineexpectthefact

thatIwasfeelinghomesickbutthehospitalityI

havebeengettingisverycomforting..SoIcan't

reallycomplain...

Dad:welllikeItoldyouIfoundyouagood

schoolamsureyouwillloveit..

Me:amnervous..Ihatebeinganewcomer..

Him:Iknowpumpkin...Andamsorrythisis

happeningbutamjusttryingtokeepyou

safe,likeanyfatherwould..

Me:sowhenamIStarting?

Him:wellIwasthinkingtomorroworThursday..



Idon'twantyoutomissoutonalot..

Me:Tomorrow??

Him:okThursdayisstillfine...Iguess..

Me:whynotnextweekMonday?

Him:becausenextweekMondayeveryonewill

bepayingattentiontoyouunlikeThursday

wheneveryoneisexcitedaboutFridaymeaning

theywon'tbepayingmuchattentiontoother

things..

Ichuckled..

Me:soyouhadreallythoughtabouteverything?

Him:Imightbeoldbutamsmart,everwondered

whyyouaresosmartandintelligent?Itsmy

genes..

Welaughedsohard...



Me:okkyIsee..

Him:youshould...sowhatwillitbe

Tomorrow,ThursdayorMonday?

Me:Thursdaywilldo..

Him:that'smypumpkin..

Me:ohhplease..

AswewerestilltalkingLizzycameback,she

hadchangedfromheadtotoe...Butthenagain

shelookedlovely...OnemorethingaboutLizzy,

she'sCanadian...shehasblacklongbeautiful

hair,she'stall,havelonglegsandveryattractive..

Shelooksyoungerthanherage...

Her:okready

Me:yeah...



WewalkedoutsidetotheGarage...Wegotinto

Dad'sRangeroverVela..2018version..Itwas

sobeautiful..Tobehonestmydadissuper

rich,IguesshisLawfirmismakinglotofmoney

plusotherinvestmentsheobviouslymake...As

wewerestillreversingfromtheGarage,Isaw

AnLamborghiniaventador...

Me:wait..wait...

Dad:whatisit?

Itookadeepbreathtojustcalmmyselfdown..

Lizzy:areyouokKrissy?

Me:ok...tellmethat'snotanLamborghini

aventador..

Dad:wellitis..



Iscreamed..

Me:ohhmy...ohGod..OhmyGoddad...oh

my...ok..IknowIdon'thavealicencebutIknow

howtodrive..pleasecanyoujustborrowedme

it...10minutesonly..

Dad:youknowIloveyousomuchKrisbutthat

caristoobigforyou..

Me:pleaseeeeeee....Lizzy?Please..

Him:stillano..

Hestartedreversingagainthendroveout..

Me:Dadplease...

Him:Krisno..

Me:pleaseplease..

Him:nomatterhowmuchyoubegamstill



sayingno..

Me:Dad...

Him:no....

Me:ok...

Him:good..

Ileanedback,Iknowhe'srefusingbutIhadto

havethatcar,thatwasmyfavouritecarwell

expectfromBMWi8,Ferrari488GBTanda

2016AMGC635..Daddrovearoundshowing

mesomeplaces,wethenlaterdrovetosome

beautifulrestorant....whilewewerestillwaiting

fortheorderwehadplaced,Itookamomentto

juststudytheplace,itreallylookedbeautiful...

Eventhewaitersareverybeautifulandfriendly...

AsIwasstillstudyingtheplacemyeyescame

acrossthisguy,hewassittedwithsomegirl

wholookedlikeareplicaofhim..Theylooked

almostthesameandIfiguredtheymaybe



siblingsortwins..Theyreallylookedvery

attractive,thegirlhadblondehairwhiletheguy

hadblackhair.Theylookedmyageormaybea

bitolderthanme,Idon'tknowwhybutIkeptmy

staironthem..Itlookedliketheywerecaught

upinsomeheavyconversation,Ilookedathis

lipsmove,theywerepinkishandGodknowshe

wasveryhandsome..Hethenraisedhiseyesto

metogetherwiththegirlandquicklyIlooked

down,hopingtheydidn'tcatchmestarring,

there'snothingmoreembarrassingthanbeing

caughtstarring....Embarrassmentflashonmy

faceasIstillkeptmyheaddownandonlyto

raiseitwhenthefoodcame..

Dad:finally..

Hesaidstartingtoeat..followedbyLizzy..Ialso

startedtoeatbutsuddenlyIhadlostmy

appetite..Ikeptprayingthathedidn'tseeme



starring...Ididn'tevendareraisemyeyesto

them

Dad:pumpkinyounoteating...why?

Me:I...I...-

Him:isitaboutthecar?Lookbabyamjust

tryingto....okfine..Iwillborrowittoyou...and

willgiveittoyouwhenyoualicencebutfor

nowyouaregoingtouseitundermyname...

Me:what?

Lizzy:he'sgivingittoyou..forever

Dad:Isaidborrowing..

Lizzy:itsstillthesame..

Me:ohMyHolyMarrythankyousomuch..

Isaidhugginghim,thewayIwassoexcited

abouttheIhadevenforgotaboutthatguy..



Afterawhilewewereathome...

AssoonaswegothomeIrushedtomy

room,tookmyphoneandtextTshepie..

"MydadgavemehisLamborghiniaventador

stillcan'tbelieveit!!"

AfterawhilehewasWhatsAppcalling..

Me:hey

Him:hey..soyourdadgaveyouhisLamborghini?

Me:yes!!Andamsoexcited..

Him:amcomingoverthere...weneedtospinit..

Webothlaughed...

Me:Imissyou..



Him:Imissyoutoo...Schoolwasn'tthesame

todaywithoutyou,infactnothingiseverthe

samewithoutyou...

Me:Istillcan'tbelievethisishappening..

Iwasalreadygettingemotional...

Him:aslongasyouaresafe...

IblamedBandileforallthis,ifonlyhedidn't

abductme...ifthere'sanymedicinetojusterase

himinmymindIswearIwouldtakethem..I

hatehimsomuch!!

Me:Decemberisaroundthecorner...

Him:Icantwait...

Me:howisAntony,DylanandBK?



Him:Theyareok...Butstillargue..

Me:obviously...

Him:whenareyoustartingschool?

Me:Thursday...

Him:andyouarenervous?

Me:youknowmebetter..

Him:butyougoingwiththebeastcartoschool?

Itwillbringyoufame..

Me:Idon'twantanyfame..

Him:youdon'twanttobeacoolkid?

Me:no,Ijustwannabeanormalkid..

Him:butyouwereacoolkidhere,justyoudidn't

knowit..

Me:ohhplease..

Him:amtellingyou...

MeandTshepietalkedtilllate,aftertalkingto



TshepieIcalledAlexthentalkedtomomalso...I

sleptabitlate...butIsleptinsmiles...

ThefollowingdayIwokeupabutlate,Itooka

bathbeforegoingdownstairswhereIfound

Lizzyinthekitchen..

Her:morning...

Me:hey..

Her:areyouexcitedaboutthecar??

Me:amoverexcited..

Her:well..Itookadayofftodaysomaybewe

cangoshoppingyouknow..maybegettoknow

theplacewhenthere'slightunlikeyesterday

night..

Me:ohh..ok..Iwouldlovethat..

Her:greatnoweatsowecango..

Itookthefoodshewashandingtome..



Me:thankyou..

Her:areyouwearingeyecontacts?

Ihadremovedmyeyescontacts...nomakeAlex

hadforcedmetotakethemoff..

Me:no...amIlookingscary?

Her:Scarry??youlookbeautiful....Youreyesare

reallybeautiful...Youarereallybeautiful..

Me:really?

Her:yes...sweetheartyouareanaturalbeauty..

Me:thankyou...

Her:okeatupandgochange...

Me:yesMam!

Webothchuckled..



Iatethenwentandchanged.Afewminutes

laterIwasinmyLamborghiniwithhergiving

medirectionstowhereexactlyweweregoing...

Itfeltgood,Ifeltincontrol...Iknewhowtodrive

throughmymomandTshepie...Theyhad

taughtmeandsometimesidroveTshepies

momGolf7...SoIwasprettymuch

experienced..Wewalkedfromshoptoshop

buyingclothesandsomeschoolitems...Iwas

pleasedtoknowthattheschooldoesn'treally

wearuniform..Onlyclothes..Wespentthe

wholedaybetweenshopsandeventhoughit

wastiringbutIhadsomuchfun..Weevenwent

totestmycar...

Arrivinghomewefounddadalreadyhome..

Dad:Iseeyouguyshadfun...



Hesaidaswewalkedinwithourhandsfullwith

shoppingbags..

Me:yeah..wedid..

Lizzy:itwasreallyfun..

Him:ok..amgladyouguyshadsomuchfun..

Iwentupstairsandpackedmynewclothes

nicely.Therewasaknockonthedoor,itwas

actuallyniceforsomeonetoknockonmydoor

beforeenteringunlikebackathomewhereby

mymomentersmyroomlikeshegettingin

worldwar3..

Me:comein..

Mydadcamein..



Him:hey,doyouhaveaminute?

Me:ofcause..

Hecameinandsatonmybed..

Him:oktake..

Hetookoutacreditcardfromhispockets..I

tookit..

Him:that'syourcreditcard,Iwillalwaysput

moneyiniteverymonthend..

Me:ohhThankyou..

Him:youwilluseitatschoolandforyourown

personalstuff..doyouwantmetoescortyouto

schooltomorrow?

Me:no,amsurewithdirectionsIwillarrive..



Him:ok..

Hedirectedme,thedirectionswerereallysimple

andstraightforwad.AfterpackingmyclothesI

wentdownstairsandate,didn'tspendmuch

timethere,Iwenttomyroom..talkedto

mom,AlexandTshepie,alsoDylan,BKand

Antony...talkingtothemalwaysmademe

happy..this,arethepeoplewhohavebeenwith

meeversinceyoungageandthefeelingIfeel

towardsthemgivesmeasenseofbelonging..

ThedayIdidn'twantfinallycame,Ididn'twant

towakeupbutthenIguessitslife..Iprepared,

woresomeAmaniT-shirt,abitoversizedmale

jeanwithNikeairforceandtoppeditwithacap..

Ilookedratherboyishthangirlish...Itookmy

slangbackthenwentDownstairs,Lizzywas

alreadydonepreparingbreakfast..

Me:morning.



Her:hey..youlookdifferent..

Me:yeah..

Isatdownandstartedeating,afterawhileI

wasdone..

Her:Goodluck..

Me:Iwillneedit...

Her:don'tworrytheywillloveyou...

Me:Idon'tknowhey,seeyoulater..

Her:later..

Iwenttothegarage,gotinmybeastcarand

drovetoschool,Ididn'tgetlost..Idroveinside

theschool,andtheywerealreadycarsand

Alsothestudentswerealreadythere..Ididn't

haveahardtimefindingaparkingspace..The



momentIparkedeyeswereonme,Ifeltlikethe

carshouldjustswallowme...howamIgoingto

abletocomeoutofthecar?

.

.

TSHEPIE

.

.

Iwalkedtoourpicturewetooktogetherwhen

wewerestilldoingForm3,shehadabeautiful

smilethatshealwayshis..abeautifullaughthat

shethoughtitwasembarrassing..Imissed

her,Kriswasthefamilymyownfamilycouldn't

give..shehasalwaysbeenmysistersince

form1tillnow,wemetatorientationandfrom

thereweclickedtillnow,she'stheonlypersonI

feelsafetosayanythingtowithoutfear..With

hergoneitsprettyhard,Iputthepicturedown

asIheardmyparentsscreamingateachother,



theyhavestarted..that'stheeverydayroutine...

SometimesIjustwonderwhytheyarestill

togetheriftheyfightlikethis,Ihaveasister

Masego..whosemarried,sheliterallygot

marriedat20,itseemslikehermarriageisa

sinkingbridgeandthefactthatsheforcedher

wayintothismarriageaftermomanddad

refusedmakesithardforhertocomeback..

Thoughwetalkeverydaybutitdoesn'tfeelthe

same,Krisreplacedherinmylife,shetookthe

roleofbeingasistertome..Ijustcouldn't

handlethescreaminganymore,itwasgetting

louderandloudersoIdecidedtojustgetsome

Space,soIdroveovertoDylan'scrib..Roughly

40minuteslaterIwaswithDylaninhisroom..

Him:youlooklikeawidowchicken..

Me:Ifeellikeone..

Him:ssup?

Me:Idon'tknow,betweenmissingKrisand



havingamessedupfamily..

Him:youneedsomebeer...

Me:yeah..letmehitupbae...

Him:bae?There'sanewchick?

Me:yeah..

IsaidtextingAlex..

Him:whoseshe?

Me:Alex..

Him:Alex??

Me:AlexandraThompson..

Him:niggathefuck??Areyouhigh?That'sKris's

sister...Itswrongandyouknowit..

Me:Iknow,butIloveher..

Him:Modimonthuse!!(GodHelpme)



.

.

.

**Tobecontinued**

[11/26,16:46]Ron:DANGEROUSATTRACTION:

KRISTIN'SDIARY

#Insert6

.

.

KRIS

.

.

TheattentionIwasgettingwasn'tthatmuch

pleasingtome,infactitscaredme.Mylegsjust

feltheavyinstantlyandmyheartbeat

accelerated.Itookaverydeepbreathtojusttry

andcalmdown,therewasnowayoutof

this,somehowsomewayIhadtogetoutofthe



caratsomemoment,soonerorlater..After

gatheringsomecourageIgotoutofthe

car,keptmyheaddownwhileIstudiedthe

schoolmapmydadhadgivenmetheprevious

day..AfterawhileIwaswalkingtowardsthe

administrationwithmyheaddownignoringall

theeyesthatstungmyskin.Itookaheavyloud

sighassoonasIgotintheadministration..I

walkedtothereceptionist...Theladythatsat

theregavemeaverywidesmile..

Me:Goodmorning,I'mKristinThompson..

Her:ohhhKristinMacverdana

Me:uhhh..yeah

Macverdanaismydadssurname,Iusemy

momseventhoughmydadhadalwayswanted

tochangeit,amsurehe'stheonewhotoldthem

touseHissurnameonme..

Her:takethisregistrationform,fillitandmake

sureinallthelessonsyouwillbegoingtoyou

maketheteacherssign,afterthedayyoubring



itback.Onemorething,yourdadexplainedto

usthatyouaregoodinsciencessounlikesome

otherkidswhodoCreativeartsand

performanceyouwillbedoingthesciences...

Me:ok..

Her:doyouhavetheschoolmap?

Me:yes

Her:Good,nowtakeyourtimetable..

Shehandittome...

Her:shouldItakeyoutoyourclassoryoucan

doityourself?

Me:no,don'tworryyourselfIwillmanage...

Her:okKristinMacverdanahaveagreatday..

IsmiledasIwalkedaway,deepdownIwanted

hertotakemetotheclassbutIdidn'twantto

comeupstupidinfrontofher..

Istudiedthemaponelasttimebeforewalking

outoftheadministration..Findingmyclass



wasn'tmuchhardandwhatmadeitmuchmore

easieristhatitwaswrittenonthedoor.There

wasn'tanykidsrunningaroundtheschoolsoI

figureditwasalreadytimeup.WhenIgottothe

classthedoorwasclosed,tobehonestIwas

scared..beinganewcomerain'talwaysfun,well

it'sneverfuntome..IheldmybreathasI

knocked,Iheardavoicecommandingmeto

comein,Iwashoppingforthedoortobe

openedformebuttheoppositehappened..This

istheworstdayIhaveeverhad..AllIwantis

turnheads,gobacktomycaranddriveaway..

AfteralotifhesitationIopenedthedoorandas

expectedalleyeswentonme,Iwalkedtothe

teacherwhostoodinfrontoftheclass..My

handsweretremblingthatIevenrubbedthem

together..Theteacherwasawoman,shelooked

somewherearoundmid30's..

Her:youaremustbeKristinMacverdana...

Me:yes..



Her:wellamMrsBell,Iwillbetakingyoufor

literatureReview,thisareyourclassmates..find

yourselfasitandsettle..

BeforeIturnedtolookforasitIgaveherthe

registrationformIhadbeengivensoshe

signs,aftershesignedIlookedtotheclasswho

alsohadtheirStarronme,theonlysitthatwas

availablewastheoneattheback,thankGod

therewasnosharingofdesks.Iwalked

towardsituntilIgottherethenIsatdown,after

awhilethelessonhadcontinued,itwasn'tthat

bad..itwasabitdifferentfromtheliteratureI

didbackhomebutitwasok.Wewrotesome

poems,thenafterthatlessonaccordingtomy

timetableIhadtogoformyaddMathlesson,I

wasn'tdoingaddmathpreviousbutIwasgood

inmaths,asIwalkedthereIwasstoppedby

someonescreamingmyname,Ilookedback

andIsawsomebeautifulblondegirlrunning

afterme,shewasbeautifulnolie..

Her:hiamBarryStephanie.



Me:andam....Howdidyouknowmyname?

Her:wellIwaswithyouintheliteraturelesson,I

sitbesidesyouonyourleftside..

Me:ohh..

Her:yeah,sowhat'syournextlesson?

Me:addmath..

Her:ohhwellamgoingformyGymnastics

lessonbutibdopassbytheaddmathclass,we

canwalktogether...

Me:ok,that'sgreat..

Westartedwalkingtowardstheclass..

Her:sowherewereyouschoolingbefore?

Me:wellinBotswana,Africa..

Her:ohh..IhavealwayswantedtogotoAfrica..

Me:Iwilltakeyounexttime..

Her:doso...wellMexican..

Me:ok..



Her:youaredoingscienceswrite..?youarein

thescientificgurusclass?

Me:yeah..

Her:Ifigured,everyonewellalmosteveryone

whodoesaddMathdothesciences...

Me:sowhataboutyou?Whatdoyoudo?

Her:Idomusic...

Me:thatmustbefun..

Her:Iwishmyparentsthoughtso..Theywanted

metodoScience's...

Me:ohh..

Her:yeah..andwearehere..

Ilookedatthedoor..

Me:ohh..thanks..

Her:anytime...UmmhIwillcomepickyouaswe

goforbreak..

Me:ok..



Her:havefuncrackingyourbrain..

Ilaughed..

Me:ohhwellhavefunbreakingyourbones..

Shealsolaughed..Iwalkedinsidetheclass..

Unliketheliteraturelessonthisonedidn't

introducemeloudly,hejustsignedthe

registrationslipthentoldmetositdown,though

eyeswereonmealsobutIdidn'tpayattention

toit..UnlikeinLiteraturesomebodyactually

turnedtolookatme...

Him:hi,amBenyouare?

Me:KristinbutcallmeKris

Him:okKriswelcometothenerdsclassorso

theycallit..

Isoftlylaughedatthat..

Him:theycallusnerdsandIbelieveyouare

doingthesciences?

Me:yes..



Him:ok,metoo..andthatbasicallymakesyoua

nerd..ummhareyounew?

Me:yes..

Him:from?

Me:Africa..

Him:ok,letmebrieflyexplainthisschoolto

you..theesociallife..

Me:ok..

Him:okfirstlytherearethecoolkidsor

whatevertheycallthem..therichkids..the"it"

kidsownthisschool..Ifyouarenotdrivingany

carworth$16000+thenyouarenotpartof

them..infactifyoudon'thaveacardon'teven

thinkofgoingnearthem...ifyourdadormother

doesn'townanythingisitashop,companydon't

eventhinkofgoingnearthecoolkids..One

morething,ifyoudon'tdressfancydon't?

Me:eventhinkofit..

Him:good..thentherearethemidlifekids..well



basicallyyoushouldatleasthavea

car,motorbike..Oranymodeoftransport..

Expensiveornot....youshouldatleastdress

wellohhandyoushouldstayatabetter

house...atleast..Thentherearethelowlife

kids...youdon'twannabethem..therearethe

oneswithnobasicsociallife..nomodeof

transport,thebesttheycandoisabicycle...No

fancyclothes,nonothing..

Me:wow!

Him:wedon'tmix,ifyouaretheitkid,youhang

outwithitkids..ifyouareamidlifeyoualso

hangoutwithmidlifepeopleandifyouarea

lowlifeyouhangoutwithlowlifekids..

Me:sodoingsciencesbutyounotrichathome

doesn'tcount?

Him:itdoesn't..Educationdoesn'treally

count..youcandoart,music,fibricmixed

fashionor..butstillitmeansnothing..Your

richnessiswhatdetermineswhoyouare..



Me:sowhichcardoyoudrive?

Him:wellamamidlifepersonandIdrivea

MercedesE400..whatdoyoudrive?

Me:wellI..-

BeforeIcouldfinishthegirlthatIsawwhenI

wasattherestaurantwithLizzyanddadcame

in..theonewhowaswiththeboy,Ieventhought

theyweresiblings..Yesthatone..shecame

in..lookingsplendid..shewaswearingdesigner

clothesandshehadtheIownthe"worldwalk"...

Ben:andthat'sJupiter..sheandherbrotherare

basicallythefamouskidsinschool..Venus..

Me:Venus?

Him:yes,Venus.

Ilaughed..howcansomeonebecalledVenus?

Me:areyouseriousrightnow?

Him:yes..herTwinbrother..andbothofthem

theyareJeremyandJordanah'ssiblings..Do



youknowJeremy?

Me:no...sotheyaretherichest?

Him:yes..havingabrotherlikeJeremyandsister

likeJordanah...isanicelifeproblem..

Andonemorethingifyouknowwhat'sgoodfor

you..don'tstandintheirwayorelseyouwill

stopcomingtoschoolfortherestofyourlife...-

Hewasdisturbedbytheteacher..

Teacher:MrEvelynIthinkyouhavedone

enoughintroductionthere..

Heturnedandlookedattheteacherwhothen

continuedthelesson..Ikeptstealingsecret

glancesatthisJupitergirl...Shehada

intimidatinglook.

Afterawhilethelessonhadcometoanend..I

walkedoutwithBenthenImetBarryatthe

door..

Her:hey...hiBen



Ben:Barry...ohhBarryisacoolkidsoyoudon't

exactlyyouknow..

Barry:ohhKrisisarichkid..

Ben:youare?whichcardoyoudriveandwhat

doesyourdadown..

Me:wellIdriveaLamborghiniAventador..and

mydadis..-

Barry:herdadisTaylorMacverdana..

Ben:wow!ohhwellIwillseeyouaround..

Me:can'twejusthangout?

Him:nolikeIsaidmidlifekidsdon'thangout

withrichkids..

Me:wecanjustbreaktherules...

Ben:that'snotabadideabutnoonehasever

donethat..

Barry:yeah..butwecanalwaysbethefirstones..

Me:oknowlet'sgoeat..



Wethenwalkedtothecafeteria,stoodinline

whileBarryandBenexplainedtheschoolto

me..someofthestuffwerecrazyifyouaskme..

Aswewerewalkingtothetablesaftertaking

foodBarryexplainedsomethingagain..

Barry:onemorethingKris..yousitwiththe

peoplewiththesamesociallife..

Me:what?

Her:yep..

Ben:okIwillseeyouguyslater..

Hesaidwalkingtowardsthisothertable..Barry

tookmetothisothertable..Italsohadpeople

andfiguredtheywereherfriends..Assoonas

wesatdownsheintroducedme..

Her:ummhguysthisisKristinMacverdanabut

callherKrisandKristhat'sJessicabutwecall

herJes,that'sTimothybutwecallhim

Tim,that'sDrake,Alice,Leah,Jack,Isabellebut

wecallherBella,Hope,Ashlyandthenlastly



Kim..

Theywavedatme..Westartedeating,tobe

honestIhadforgottentheirnamesIonly

rememberedLeah..maybebecauseshewasthe

mostbeautifuloutofthemallorshewasblack,

betweenthose2.Theywereengaginginsome

conversation...ohhIalsoremembered

Alice..becauseshehadRedhair..

Alice:ummhBarry,didn'tyoutellher?

Barry:well..

Alice:don'tworryIwilldothehonours..Look

KrisDarling,wedon'thangoutwithMidlife

studentsorthe.....lowlife's...

IwantedtoscreamthatspurenonsensebutI

justheldmyself..andjustnodded..

Alice:good,nowBenisamidlifestudent

meaningthereshouldn'tbeanyrelation

betweenyouguys..Barryshouldhavetoldyou

sooner..



Barryjustkeptherheaddown..Iturnedand

lookedoveratthedeskwhereBenhad

went...hesmiledatMeandIreturnedthesmile

thenfocusedonthefoodwhileIstudied

everyoneinthistableandaccordingtomeAlice

wasorhadanattitudeproblem.IevenWonder

whythestudentsruleeachotherlikethat..its

stupidandchildishthattheyruleeachother

accordingtotheirparentspockets..itwould

havebeenbetterifitwastheirownmoney..the

factthattheyareallnothingwithouttheir

parent'smoneymakesthemlowlife'sBy

nature...AftereatingBarry,LeahandIwalkedto

thenextclass,fortunatelywewereallgoingfor

abiologylesson..

Her:hey,amLeahlikeshesaid..

Me:andamKrislikeshesaid..

Her:pleasedon'tmindAlice,sheslikethat..

Me:ok..

Her:youarebeautiful..



Barry:Iagree..youarereallybeautiful..Ilikeyour

senseoffashionbutIknowthere'sasexybody

behindthoseclothes..

Me:thankyouguys..youtoo..

Barry:let'shurrybeforeMrsRubenthrowsusin

detention...Andamsureyouwouldn'tlikethat..

Shesaidasthesirenrang..therestoftheday

wasthesame..someteachersintroducedmeto

theclass,somedidn'teitherwayitwasfine..I

wasnowgettingusedtotheenvironment

especiallywithBarryandLeahwithme..After

schoolwemetupwithBenalongwaygoingto

ourcars..

Ben:and?howdoyoufindtheschool?

Me:apartfromthediscriminationthathappens

uponrulingeachotheritsok..

Him:don'tworryyouwilladjust..

Me:Ihopeso..butwhoinventedthat?

Him:Idon'tknowtoo,Ifoundthisthings



happening..

Me:ok...

Leah:ummhguysbye..

ShesaidwalkingtowardsaBMWred

convertible..

Us:bye..

AfterwalkingforsomewhileBarrywenttoher

RangeroverEvouquethenwhenwegottomine

youshouldhaveseenBensface..

Him:fuck!!thiscartakesitallwellapartfrom

Venus'sBmwi8..wellandsomeotherfew

cars..youreallydeservetobeacoolkid..

Me:IreallywouldlikeUstobefriends

Him:sodoI,tohellwiththefuckerythatgoeson

inthisschool..Weareofficiallyfriends..

Welaughedtogether..

Me:ok..seeyoutomorrow..

Igotinmycarandreversedwithsomeeyeson



me..Ijustignored,pretendedlikeIdidn'tsee

them..Thejourneybackhomewasmuchfaster

thaninthemorningbecausenowIknewthe

road..ArrivinghomeIfoundLizzyalready

home..she'saUniversitylecture..

Her:longday?

Me:youwon'tbelieve!

Isaidthrowingmyselfonthecouch..Indeedit

wasalongday..

Her:howdiditgo?

Me:thestudentsruleeachotheroutaccording

tohowrichtheyareparentsare..

Her:yeah..Ihavenoticedwhichiswhyit'sa

goodthingthatyouareusingtheLamborghini..

Don'tworryyouwilladjust.

Me:yeah..

Her:anyfriends?

Me:yes..3buttheotheroneisamidlife



student..

Her:andyouarea?

Me:richkid..it'sallstupidifyouaskme..

Her:Idoagreeonthatone..anywaythere'sfood..

Me:letmegoandchange...

IwentupstairstomyroomsoIchangeto

comfortableclothes..AssoonasIgotinmy

roomIcalledTshepiethroughWhatsApp..He

answeredafterawhile..

Him:hey..

Me:hey..Ihavejustlandedhome..

Him:Iarrivedlongtimeago..howmanyhours

areyoubehindwith?

Me:idk..afewbutletmetellyouaboutschool

ItoldhimallofitandafterIwasdonehewas

laughingsohard...

Him:lolsowhatyouaretryingtosaythat

becauseIdon'thaveacaramalowlife?



Me:yes..

Him:that'sfuckeryatit'sbest...

Me:tellmeaboutit..

Him:butamgladyoumadefriends..

Me:soamI...howwasschool?

Him:itwasok..

Wetalkedsomemorethenlaterhungup...The

nightendedwell,whendadcamebackheasked

meaboutschoolandItoldhim,wellhealsotold

mehechangedmysurname...Ididn'thavea

problemwithit..itwasboundtohappen

anytime..ThenextdayIwokeupabitearly..

PreparedandafterawhileIwasdone..WhenI

wenttothekitchenLizzywasalreadydone

cooking..

Me:hey..

Her:morning..readyfortoday?

Me:doIhaveachoice?



AfterawhileIwasdrivingtoschool..Assoon

asIparkedIsawBarrywalkingtowardsme..I

gotoutofthecarandwalkedtowardsher

meetingherhalfway..TheStarr'sweretherebut

notthatmuch..

Me:hey..

Her:hi..youlooksosexy...thetomboylooksuits

you..areyoustraight?

IwaswearingwhiteTimberlands,awhite

oversizedjeandungareewithacroptopand

lastlywithawhitecap..

Me:yes..

Her:ok..let'sgo..

Wewalkedtotheclassbutgotstoppedby

somegirlwhodroppedherbooksbymistake,I

wasabouttogohelpherwhenthehotguyIhad

seenwithJupiterhelpedher,Venus..Hehelped

herpickupthebooks..andhereIwasthinking

thatbecausehe'stherichestheshouldalso



havesomeattitude..Buthewastheopposite..

Afterhelpingoutthegirlhestoodupand

walkedawaypassingus..

Barry:andthat'sVenus,thehottestguyinthis

school,Jupiter'stwinbrother...

Me:he'snice..

Her:yeah..hereallydoesn'tcareifhe'srichor

nothejusthelpsoutwhoeverbuthangsout

WithhisRugbyfriendswhoarerichkidsalso

buthe'sreallyfriendly..

Me:Isee..

Her:andonemorethinghedoesn'tdategirls

fromthisschool,ohhmaybeonce..hedated

Lucyandthenbrokeupwithherafteraweek..

Me:aweek?

Her:yeah..itscrazybutithappened..

Me:wow..

Her:andthegirlwhodroppedherbooks,that's



Sarah,she'salowlifestudent..

Me:ok..

WewalkedtoourclassbutthatVenusguywas

stillstuckinmymind...wellbecauseofhis

behavior..He'skindnessreallytouchedmy

heartandalsoforthefactthathehasafunny

name..Ifeltlikelaughingeverymomentwhere

itactuallycrossedmymindthathe'snameis

actuallyVenus..

.

.

***ToBeContinued***
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AssoonasIgotintheclasswithBarry,Ifound

Leahsittingonmychair...shelookedbeautiful..

Her:Kris..

Me:hey

ShestoodupandsatonmydeskwhileIsat

down..

Her:adjusting?

Me:yeah..

Her:great,sothereareschoolpresidential

electionsnextweek..

Me:ohh..

Her:andguesswhosecampaigningtoo?

Barryscreamedthateveryoneturnedand



lookedather...

Barry:Jeremiah!

Me:andwhosethat?

Leah:wellhe'sbasicallyBarry'scrushaswellas

Jupiter'sboyfriend..

Barry:there'snothingwrongwithhavingalittle

anonymouscrush..

Leah:yeahwhatever,amalsoin..

Barrywasquiteforawhilethenshecracked

intolaughter.

Barry:you?

Leah:yesme,what'swrongwithmealso

campaigning?



Icouldtellthingswereabouttogetheated,

somehowLeahwasreallygettingupset.Iguess

thefactthatBarrydoesn'tthinkshecanalso

runforPresidentreallyupsether..

Leah:what?don'tyouthinkthatamgoodenough?

Barry:noI...-

Leah:youwhat?

Me:ummhwewillsupportyou..rightBarry?

Barry:yeah...Ijust..wellifJeremiahis

campaigningandconsideringhowfamousheis

howarewegoingtoyoumanyvotes?

Me:howaboutposters?or...maybeyoucanset

upapublicspeechtoaddressthestudent'syou

know..

Leah:ok..thatmayworkbutwegoingtohaveto

comeupwithabetterstrategy..Thankyouguys

forthinkingIcanalsohaveachance..



Barry:wearefriendsafterallright?

Me:yeah..

Iwasjustgladthatthingsdidn'tendbadly

becausebythewayLeahwasgettingupsetno

doubtshitwasabouttohitthefan..

Barry:IhavenaughtysiblingssoIdon'tthinkwe

candoitoveratmyhouse..

Leah:mydad...wellhe'snotthatmuch..you

knowhe'suptight..

Me:wellyoucanguyscancomeathome..my

dadand...and...Lizzy..Theywontmind..amsure

theywon't..

Leah:greatthen..ummsowhencanwecome?

Me:anytimeisok..

Barry:Ithinktomorrowwilldo..

Leah:yeah..ummhlet'sexchangenumbersso



tomorrowwedon'thaveaproblem..

Me:yeah..

Weexchangedournumbers,andafterawhile

wehadalreadystartedwiththelessons..My

firstlessonwastheSciences..Leahtookme

becauseshehappenedtobepassingbythe

classonherwaytoArt..Gettinginsidetheonly

personIrecognizedwasBenwhowavedatme,

thereweretablesoccupyingtheroomand

studentsweresittedinpairsoftwo..Andit

seemedlikeBenalreadyhadapartnerandthe

onlyspacethatwasn'toccupiedwasthetable

withnoone..Iwentsatonitafterwavingback

atBen..Theteachergotinafterawhile..Itwas

ashe..

Her:Morningclass



Afewstudentsgreetedback..

Her:Idobelievewehaveanewstudenthere,Ms

KristinMacverdanaright?

Shesaidlookingatme

Me:yes..

Her:that'slovely..AmMrsSelda..

Asthelessonwasgoingon,JupiterandVenus

camein,hesspikehairstylewhichwasabit

messyreallysuithimwell,aswellasJupiter

wellshecutherhairattheleftcornerofher

headandtintedBlueandsheTieitaponytail..

Shelookedflames,herbeautywasinanother

level..Shecameandsatbesidesmewhile

Venuswentandsatonthedeskbehindtheone



Iwassittingon...Theteacherjustignoredthem

continuingwiththelesson,weneverexchanged

evenonewordtoeachotherandIwastotally

finewiththat,haveyoueverseenavery

beautifulpersonbutwithanintimidatinglook

thatyoucan'tevenscratchoutaheyfromyour

mouth?ShewasthatkindofpersonandInever

didamistaketolookather,matteroffactisI

wasfocussedonmybooks..Immediatelyafter

thelessoncametoanend,shestoodupandcat

walkedherwayoutfollowedbyherbrother..I

finallycouldbreathaftershewasgone..Iwas

startledabitbyBensvoice..

Him:hey...scaredyou?

Me:no..what'sup?

Him:nothingmuch,howwassittingwithJupiter?

Me:can'treallycomplain,weneverreally

exchangedonewordtoeachother..



Him:wellsheneverreallytalktonobody's..Like

usandeveryonehere,ifyouarenotherfriendor

familythenbasicallyyouareanobody..unlike

JupiterVenusisactuallybetter..hesjustkind..

Me:Ifigured...

Him:sowhat'syournextlesson?

Me:ohhamsupposedtogofor

my..ummh..historylesson..

Him:ok..ummhwellamgoingforBiology..See

youlater.

Me:ok..bye..

Hewalkedout,followedbymewhoactually

wentformyHistorylessonwithoutactually

gettinglost..Thelessonwentwell,theonly

problemisIwaswithAlice..ThankGodIwasn't

sittedanywherenearher,Ireallydon'tneed

unnecessarydramarightnow..AtbreakImet

upwithLeah,BarryandBen...butasIexpected



BenwenttohistablewerehisfriendsIsuppose

were..Thewholedaybasicallythewasok,Iwas

gettingtoknowtheschoolmuchbetter..Itwas

afterschoolandIwaswithBarryandLeah

tellingmeaboutthesportssomestudents

partakeon..

Leah:okwellthereisTennis,Netball,Volleyball,

softball,hockeyandsoccer..

Barry:amnotinanysport,amactuallyina

club..amusicalclub..

Me:ok..

Leah:youarenotreallyforcedtodoanything,

wellIplaytennis..

Me:Ineverreallyplayedanythingatmy

previousschool..

Barry:ok..butthere'salsoswimmingifyouare

notinterested...



Ididn'twannaembarrassmyselfonthefact

thatIactuallydidn'tknowhowtoswim,theonly

peopleIknewwhoknewhowtoswimwas

Alex,DylanandTshepie..Ineverreallygot

interestedinswimming..

Me:IthinkIwilljustsettleforthenothingsport..

Welaughed..

Barry:goodchoice...

Me:yeah..

Leah:sodoyouhaveanyplansfortonight?

Me:no..

Barry:Ido,Iammeetingmyboyfriendfordinner..

Leah:wellamgoingtothisotherparty..wellits

actuallyVenus'sparty..



Me:forwhat?hisbirthday?

Leah:no..justaparty..

Barry:havefun,sodiddaddyuptightagree?

Leah:amsneaking..

Me:sneaking?Won'thetripifhefindsout?

Leah:hewon'tfundout,Ialwayscovermytracks

well..

Me:okGoodluckhey..

Leah:letmeguessyouhavesneakout?

Me:yeah..Ireallyhatedoingshadythings,they

alwayshaveabadwayifending..

Barry:Iagreewiththat..always!!

Leah:theruleis...don'tgetcaught..

Barry:havefunhey..

Me:yeahhavefun..

Afterawhilewewerealreadybacktolessons,I



wasnowinmylastlessonwhichwas

Chemistry..NoactuallymakeitIwasrushing

there..Igotpostsomewherealongthewayand

Iwasalready10minuteslater..ThemomentI

sawthedoorwrittenChemLabIrushed

there,openingthedoorIfoundtheteacherin

middleofthelesson...Andalleyeswentonme

asusual..Don'tthiskidsgettiredofstarringall

thetime?

Theteacherwasalsoawoman..

Her:andyouareLateMsMacverdanaDentation

45minutesimmediatelyafterschool..

Ijustnoddedthenwenttolookforasit,it

actuallyreallysuckthatitsactuallymysecond

dayatschoolandamalreadybeingputin

detention..ImmediatelyafterIsatdownthe

doorswungopenagainwithVenusandsome

guygettingin,tobehonestthiswasthethird



seeinghim..notthatIwascomplainingithad

beencoincidenceinallthecasesanyway..

Teacher:ahhhVenus,JeremiahDetentionforan

hourandfifteenminutes...

Venus:what?Ihavearugbypractice..

Hisvoicewasjustsodeeplysmooth...notthat

muchdeepjustthenormaldeep,itwasangelic..

Her:tenmoreminutesifyoukeepstanding

there..

Theymumbledsomethingastheywenttotheir

sits,theteachercontinuedteachingbutIreally

wasn'tpayingmuchattentiontotheteacher,my

eyesmostwereonVenus..somehowIjustdon't

know..Ijustwantedtoknowmoreabouthim

andnotthatIlikedhimanywaybutjustthathis

characterisactuallydifferentfromwhatI



imaginedorwhatIhadinmind..

AfterschoolLeahledmetothedetention

class,Barryhadtogosomewhereimmediately

afterschool..

Leah:don'tworryifyoubehaveyoumight

actuallygetreleasedbeforethattime..

Me:OhGodwhydidIhavetobelate?

Her:don'tworry,itslife...Iwasinthereon

Mondayfortheuseofcellphone..

Me:ok..guessIwillseeyoulater..

Her:yeah..nowaitIwillcallyoulaterok?

Me:ok..bye..

Isaidgettingintothedetentionclass..Itwas

actuallylikeanormalclass...Thereweren't

manypeople..Therewereabout6andthey



weresittedintotalsilence...Ijusttookasitand

justsatdown,tookmybooksoutandstarted

doingmyScience'shomework..Whichwasn't

thathardifyoureadcarefully...Before5

minutescouldpassVenusandhisfriendgot

in,makingnoisebutimmediatelykeptquite

whentheteacherwhoIhadn'tnoticedshushed

them..shehadherdeskatsomecornerand

maybethatswhyIdidn'tseeher..Detention

wasn'tthatbadbecauseIactuallygottimeto

finishallmyhomeworksanddoabitof

reading....Afterabout30minutedoftotal

silencetheteacherreleasedus,Iguesswewere

reallybehaving,wewroteournamesinsomelist

shehadbeforegoing...AsIwaswalkingtomy

carIheardsomeonescreambehindmethatI

involuntaryturnedtolookanditwasVenusand

Jeremiah..Myheartstartedbeatingfastwere

theytalkingtome?MylegsgottiredthatI

couldn'tpossiblytakeanotherstep...The

momenttheygottomehehandmemypen



Him:andIbelievethatsyours..youdroppeditat

thedoor..

Itookit....

Me:ohh,thankyou..

Him:anytime

Thenhewalkedaway...withhisfriend..Itooka

verydeepbreath..Didhejusttalktome?

Himtalkingtomesuddenlybecamesomething

biginmybrain..

"What'shappeningtoyouKris?"Myinnerself

screamed..Ididn'tlikehim,wellitsthefactthat

ithadfilledmyheadthathesthehottestso

probablywhywouldahotguyjusttalktome

especiallyforapen?WhatamIevensaying?I



tookanotherbreathtojustcalmdown...hewas

justbeingnice..myinnerselfassured

me..nothingmore..

Icontinuedwalkingtomycar,gotinanddrove

home..butbeforeIcouldgooutthroughthe

gateIsawhiscarI'mfrontofminewellIknewit

washisbecauseitwasactuallywrittenhis

nameonit..Ievenwonderhowrichhisfamilyis

thattheyboughthimaBMWi8..Hedrovetothe

oppositedirectionIwasgoing..ThemomentI

gothomeIjustwantedtocallTshepieandtell

himallaboutit,IfoundLizzyinthekitchen..

Me:hey

Her:hey,howwasschool?

Me:amadjusting..

Her:good..soIwasthinkingweeatouttoday..

Me:thatsnice..



Her:amgladyouagree...Sowhat'snew?

Me:wellamstillfriendswithBen,Barryand

Leah..andwell..I...

Her:isthereaboyalready?

Me:what?no..

IsaidasIchuckled...

Her:Iknowthatchuckle..soitsaboyright?

Me:wellIjust..wellI..GodIdon'tknowwhatto

evensay..

Her:doyoulikehim?

Me:what?ofcauseno..Idon'tevenabit..

Her:areyousure?

Me:100.1%

Her:ok..

Me:plushehasafunnyname..



Her:what'shisname?

Me:Venus..

Shelaughed..

Her:okifyousayso..

Me:ohhonemorething..Ikindainvitedmy

friendsovertomorrow..Isthatok?

Her:yes...ofcauseit'sok..

Me:thankyou..

Her:youdon'thavetoasknexttime..

Me:aslongasIdon'townthishouseIhaveto

ask..

Her:wow..yourmotherhasreallymonitoredyou

well..

Me:yes..letmegofreshenup..



Iwentupstairstomyroomandjustthrew

myselfonthebed,Ididn'tlikehimright?I

don't..ordidI?IreallyhatecrushingonpeopleI

can'thaveitsucks...ThatswhyIreallycan't

dealwithSillycrushesIhaveonpeople

becausewhat'stheuseofcrushingon

someoneyoucan'thave?Otherthanhurting

andbreakingyourownheart..

.

.

.

***ONEMONTHLATER***

.

.

Thingshavebeengoingsmoothly,wellmaybe

withthefactthatIknowmostofmy

classmates,Iknowmywayaroundtheschool

andstuff..WellbasicallyIknowtheschoolin

andout...WellmeBarry,LeahandBenarestill



friends...Butasusualwedon'thangoutwith

BenonBreak..Theelectionsdidtakeplaceand

asIanticipatedJeremiahwon...Leahdidn'tget

muchvotes..butwedidthepostersandthe

publicspeechidea..Shewasupsetforafew

daysbutgotoveriteventually...Thefactthat

wewerestilltightaseverreallymademe

happy,IwasstilltalkingtoTshepiethroughthe

phonetogetherwithmom,Alexandtherestof

thepeopleIknow..Everythinghasbeengoing

smoothly,IseeVenusinthescienceslesson

andhistoryonly..Thosearethetwolessonswe

bothattendtogether..Ihadgottenoverthelittle

crushIhadonhimfast,Iwasjustbelowhis

standards..ThesoonerasIletthatregisterin

myminditwasmusheasiertojustgetridof

thecrush..RightnowIwasbusycheeringon

LeahwhowasplayingtenniswhileIsatwith

BarryandBen...

Ben:itsFridayanyplan?



Me:nah..justTVandme..

Ben:there'sactuallyamoviebeingreleased

today,whydon'twejustgotogether..?

Me:notabadidea...Barry?

Her:amgame...AndamsureLeahwillbe..

Me:wellthatsgreatthen...

Ben:andkookwhosehere?

Welookedtowherehiseyeswere..itwasAlice

andhergroupoffriends,andohhonemore

thing..me,LeahandBarrymovedanother

table..Alice'sAttitudewasonanotherlevel..

Berry:Msknowitall..

Ben:Ineverreallylikedher..

Mr:meneither..Shejustneedssomeattitudes

adjustment..



Ben:wellspoken..

Afterawhilethegamehadcometoanend,well

shewon..obviously..Shewasreallygoodnolie..

Webriefedheronourplanandshedidn't

refuse..Wedrovetothemovies..Assoonaswe

gotthereLeahwenttothisguywithdreadlocks

butwithnohairandthesidesofhisharir,he

lookedsocute

..wellevenlycute..

Barry:andshe'sgone.

Me:let'sgetin..

Wewalkedin,boughtchipsbutaswestarted

walkingtowardsthedoorI..mistakenlybumped

intoJeremiahbymistake..



Me:ohhamreallysorry..

Him:watchwereyouaregoingnexttime...

AswestillstoodthereVenusalsocame..

Him:problem?

Hrsaidgivingusallapuzzledlook,Ijust

froze,mywholebodyliterallyfroze,Idon'teven

knowwhattosay..myheartwasbeatingfast...

Whattosay?

.

.
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Me:won'tshe...amscared..

Him:2minutesok..

Me:ohhTshepang!okfine..

ThiswasTshepie,whohadjustaskedmeto

sneakoutofthehouse,GodknowshowscaredI

amandwhatmomwoulddoifshefindsout..

BeforeIcouldgetoutofmyroomIhearda

knockonmywindow,Iwasabouttoscream

momwhenTshepiewhisperedsoftly..



Him:itsme..

Iwalkedovertothewindowquickly,openedit

andyeshewasstandingthere..

Me:thefuck?

Him:canyouopenthedoorforme?amfreezing..

Me:holyfuck!!Momisgoingtokillme..

Isaidwalkingoutofmyroomandtiptoeingto

thedoor..Andmindyouitwasaround10p.m..

Amnowsurethisguyhasadeathwish...I

unlockedthedoorforhim,hegotinandisilently

lockedthedoorandwentbacktomyroom..

Themomentwegottomyroomandlockedthe

doorItookadeepsighofreliefandnowwhat's

leftissneakinghimoutagain..



Him:niceroom..

Me:doyourealiseitslate?

Him:yep..

Hesaidtakingoffhisshoesandgettingunder

covers..Thisguywillbetheendofme!Ithen

snuckinbesideshimandheheldmetightly...

Him:youaresowarm.

Me:becauseIwasinblanketsbeforeyoucame..

Him:wellok..ImissedyouandIcouldn'twait

anymoretoseeyou..

Me:can'tbelieveitsalreadybeenamonthanda

fewweekseversinceus..

Him:andIloveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoo...but..-



Him:butwhat?

Me:Kris..shewon'tbehappyaboutthis..

Him:Iknow,butwewillcrossthebridgewhen

wegetthere..

Me:andyourfriends..Theydon'tLike

me...especiallyDylan..hesaidaman

embarrassmenttomysister..

Him:youknowKrislovesyounomatterwhat..

Evenwhenyoumessupshestilllovesyouand

deepdownamhopingsheunderstands..Don't

worrytomuchaboutmyFriends..Iloveyouand

youlovemeandasfarasIknowthatsallthat

matters..

Me:Idon'treallycarewhattheysayamscared

ofwhattheycantellKris..

Him:theywon't...don'tworry

Me:ok..

Him:nowtellmewhyyouskippedschooltoday?



Me:Iwassick..Ihaveflu..

Hechuckled..

Him:flukebolwetse?(isfluanillness?)

Me:oneosaitse?(youdidn'tknow?)

Helaughed..

Him:youjustwantedtobunk...admitit..

Me:no..Iwasreallysick..

Him:Lier!

Me:amtellingyou..

Hestartedticklingme,thatIstartedlaughing..I

reallytriedtokeepitdown..Afterawhilehe

stooped..



Me:mom!!

Him:tellthetruthoramgoingtodosomething

evenworse..youbunkedschoolright?

Me:Iwasn'tfeelingwell..Flu..

Isaidlaughingslowlybutgotstoppedbyhis

lipsonmine,hekissedmesodeepand

passionately,thiswasn'tjustoneofthose

kissesbutitwasacommunicatingkiss..He

placedhishandsonmywaistashelay

perfectlyontopofmewhileIpulledhishead

deeper...

EverytimeI'm withTshepangIalwaysfeelfree

andjustfeelatease..Iforgetmyproblems

instantlyeverytimeamwithhimandIdopray

Krisunderstandsthis...ifshetrulylovesmelike

shesaysshedoesshewillacceptit..shehasto



right?BecausesuddenlyitoccurredtomethatI

loveTshepangmorethanIthought..

.

.

KRIS

.

.

Istoodtherelikeafrozenchicken,Ididn'tknow

whattosayorwhattoevendo..myinnerself

keptonscreamingjustchillbutitwasjusthard.

Idon'tknowwhyIwasevenfeelinglikethis,it

hasneverhappened..YesIdidlikeafewguys

butIneverfeltlikethiswhenIwasaround

them..Jeremiahfinallyspokebreakingthe

silence..

Jeremiah:nonshejusttohappentobumpinto

memistakenly..



Venus:ok,let'sroll...

Theythenwalkedaway,Icouldfinallybreath...

AsIstoodtheretryingtorecoverwhatjust

happenedBencame..

Ben:heyareyouok?

Me:no..yes..amgood..let'sgo..

Wewalkedinside,weweresittinginthemid

sits..

Themoviewasn'treallythekindofmovieIlike

watching..Itwasahorrormovie,Istopped

watchingthosekindofmovieswhenIstarted

havingnightmares..Sittinginsidetherewas

reallyhardbecauseIwouldoccasionallyclose

myeyesinalltheScaryparts..Ifinallydecided

tojustgooutforsomewhiletojustbreath..I

walkedouttellingthemamgoingtothetoilet..I



didn'tknowwerethetoiletsweresoIjust

strolledarounduntilIfoundthem..Igotinand

justwentoverthebasin,openedthetapand

washedmyface..OpeningmyeyesIfound

someguystarringatmethroughthemirror..I

panickedsohardthatIevenscreamed...my

heartstartedbeatingfast...Islowlyturnedto

lookathimandhejuststoodtherenotsayinga

wordwithatotalblankexpression..Icouldn't

evenfigureoutanythingandmymindwas

racinghard..ishearapist?Istartedtakingsmall

stepsgoingbacktothedoorbutfacinghim...I

can'tstarttoexplainhowIfeltthatmoment,I

havereadaboutrapeinbooksandmagazines

butexperiencingitwasnotsomethingI

wanted...

AsIwasstilltakingbabystepsbackIbumped

intosomeonefrombehindthatscreamed

harderthanthefirsttimethatIcouldevenfeel

thatmyasthmawasstartingtoalsotakepart..I

turnedtolookatwhoIhadbumpedintoandit



wasVenus...Myheartwasstillbeatingfast,so

fastthantheusualandmybreathingwas

abnormal..ItfeltlikeIwasabouttohavea

asthmaattack...

Venus:hey..areyouok?

Hesaidwalkinguptome,mybodywaseven

shaking...Tearsjuststartedrollingontheir

own..thatshowmuchIwasscaredbutInow

feltsafewithhimhere..Ilookedbackattheguy

whowasherewithmeandhewasn'tthere

anymore..

Me:he...I...

Venus:hey...calmdown..

Aftersomefewsecondsofhimtryingtocalm



medownbutfailinghepickedmeupandwent

withmeoutside..Thewayhescoopedmeinhis

armswaslikeIwasn'tevenheavy...Hemade

mesitonthechairoutside,thecoldbreezethat

hitmyskinImustsayhelpedcalmmedown..

Him:youhaveasthma?

Inoddednotfullytrustingmyownvoice..

Him:mysisteralsohasit...oknowtellmewhat

happened..

Me:I...I..

Him:justbreathandtellmewhathappened..

NothingisgoingtohappentoyounowI

promise..

Me:am...amscared..



Thisexperiencemademymindgobacktowhat

Bandiledidtome..Ijustfelttearsgushout..all

alongIhavebeenpretendingthatIgotover

whatBanfileputmethroughbutseemslikeI

hadmyselffooled..Ifailtounderstandwhy

suddenlythisthingsarehappeningtome..hereI

amtryingtobeanormalkidbutthensomething

likethishappens...Ididn'trealizeIwasnow

cryinginhisarms...hewasjustrubbingmyback

softlyasIjustcried..Imustseemlikeacry

babyIthoughttomyselfbeforepullingoutof

theembrace..

Iclumsilywipedawaymytears...

Me:amsorry..I...-

Him:hey..itsok..

Me:Ishouldgo...myfriends..



AsIwasstillthereBen,BarryandLeahcame

rushingtowardsme....

Leah:Kris..wewereworried..

Ben:areyouok?

Hesaidpullingmetohim..

Barry:youwerecrying?Whathappened?

Me:I.-

Venus:hey!willyoubefine?

Me:yesthankyou..

Him:anytime..

Hesaidbeforewalkingaway..theyallgavemea

puzzledlook..



Me:sorryIgotyouworried..Justgotabitlost..

Ben:andyoureyes?

Me:ummh..they..theyareitchy..

Ben:ok..maybelet'sgo..Barrysaysthemovieis

tooscary..

Barry:becauseitisscary..Let'sgoforice

creams..

TobehonestallIwantedthatmomentwasto

justgoinmyroomandcrybutthenIdidn'twant

todisappointmyfriends..

Me:greatidea..

Leah:oklet'sgo..

Wegotinourseparatecaranddrovetosome

restaurant..Wegotthereafterawhile..Bought

icecreamsandjustsatontopofBen'scarjust



talking..Talkingaboutsomethingdifferent

helpedtakeoffmymindoverwhathappened

today.....Aftericecreamswewenttosome

studiowereBarryplayedthePianoandweall

sangwithher..ItwasfunthatIevenforgot

aboutmyproblems..Igothomearound

2140hrsandwhenIgothomemydadhad

startedgettingworkeduplikeIdidn'ttellhimI

wentoutwithmyfriendsbutIhadtexthim

thrice..

Dad:HolyChristIwasstartingtogetworried..

Me:amsorryifamlate..

Him:noit'soksweety..sometimesIjustget

worriedaboutyoursafety...Sowasitfun?

Me:yeah...

Ididn'twanttotellhimaboutthatguybecauseI

knowmydadwillreallygetpissedthathemay



evenstartsgettingmeadriverandthat's

somethingIdidn'twant..orhemightstop

makingmegotothemoviesoranyother

placesalone...

Him:ok,amgoingtobed,seeyoutomorrow

pumpkin..

Hesaidgoingupstairs..Ifollowedhimbut

goingtomyroom..themomentmyheadhitthe

pillowandIclosedmyeyesIfellintodeep

sleep..ThenextmorningIwokeupabitlate..

WakingupIwenttotakeashower,ahotlong

shower..AfterthatIjustworemyhighwaist

shortsandawoolcroptopandsomemorning

slippers..Ireallydon'tcarewhatIwear

especiallyonweekends..GettingdownstairsI

foundLizzyaloneeating..



Me:morning

Her:hey..howdidyousleep?

Me:ok..you?

Her:likeababy..Wow!suchasexybody..whydo

youalwayshideit?

Ilaughed..

Me:me?sexy?please..

Her:amtellingyouKris...You-

Shedidn'tfinishhersentence,shewas

disturbedbyaknockonthedoor..Lizzystood

upandwentforthedoorleavingmehelping

myselfwithfood...Iwasreallystarving..Aftera

whileshecameback..



Me:whowasit?

Iaskedwithfoodinmymouth?

Her:someguysayshe'syourfriend..He'ssays

he'sheretoseeyou..

Me:Ben?

Her:Venus..

Ichockedonmyfoodhearinghis

name..Venus?whatdoeshewant?Ihadalotof

questionsrunninginmymind..Igupledthe

juicethatIhadpouredformyself..

Me:what?

Shenoddedwithexcitementonherface..



Her:istheeVenus?

Me:yesandIdon'tknowwhathewants..

Her:there'sonlyonewaytofindout..

Shecametomeandpulledmetodoor,Iguess

sheknewifshedidn'tdothatIwouldhaveran

tomyroomandpretendedamnotthere..The

momentwegottothedoorItookaverydeep

breathtojustcalmmynervesabitthenfinallyI

openedthedoorandhewasthere..Goddeep

downIwashoppingitsnothim..

Him:hey..

Me:hi..

Him:Icametoseeifyouareok..

Me:ohh..amok..likeo..k!

Him:amglad,Iwasworriedyesterday..



Me:Thankyouverymuchforyesterday...

Him:amgladIwasabletohelp...butIdon'tthink

itsreallysafeforyoutowalkinsuchareas

alone..whoknowswhatcouldhavehappenifI

wasn'tthereorifIdidn'tcomewhenIdid..

Me:yeah..

Him:amgoingtomakeitmybusinessthatyou

aresafealways..

Me:no,idon'twanttobeaburdenamsureBen

willsortitout..

Him:Iknow..butstill..amgoingtomakeitmy

numberoneprioritythatyouaresafe..

Me:Thankyou...

Him:bythewayamVenusKristin

IfheknewIknewhisnamealreadyhewouldn't

betellingme..butwait..howdidheknowmy

name...



Me:howdidyou..-

Him:didmyresearchplusyourfriends

happenedtohavementionedyourname

yesterday..

Me:ohhh..

Him:yeahohh..ummhIwillseeyouaroundKris..

Me:yeah..

Hrthenwalkedtohiscar,wavedatmebefore

drivingout..themomenthewasgoneIgotback

insidethehousewhereIfoundLizzy

anticipatingwithcuriosity..

Her:and?

Me:hewantstoalwaysprotectme...

Her:protectyoufromwhat?



WellIfeltlikeitwillbebetterifItellher..soI

toldherallaboutyesterdayandshewasangry..

Her:howcansomeonewanttotakeadvantage

ofayounggirllikeyou?Hehasnoshame!

Me:Igotoverit

Her:Ireallythinkitsbestifyouseeatherapist..

Me:Idon'tneednoshrink..amfine..

Her:youdon'twantyourdadtofindoutright?

Inoddedyes..

Her:thenyouwillgofortherapy...takeitorleave

it..

Me:okfine...doyouhavetobelikethis?

Her:yes..anywayssoVenuswastheretoplay



thehero..Ishouldthankhim..

Me:amevenwonderinghowhe'sgoingto

protectmeashesays..

Her:wewilljusthavetowaitandsee..

Thewholeweekendwasok,nothinginteresting

happened..ItwasinMondayandIwas

preparingtogoforschoolwhileonaWhatsApp

callwithAlex..

Her:ImissyouKris

Me:Imissyoutoochubbychicks..

Her:areyouhappy?

Me:yeah...areyou?

Her:yeah...Iwannaaskyousomething..

Me:goahead..

Icouldsenseshewashesitatingindicatingthat



shewasnervous..ItssounlikelyforAlextoget

nervouswellunlessit'ssomethingserious..

Me:talktome..what'swrong?

Her:ok..let's..wellIhaveafriendyouknow..she

datinghersistersfriendsonowshesscaredof

whatthesisterwouldreactifshefindsout..

Shewantsadvice..

Me:ohh..wellit'skindof..itsabitoffishthat..

We'lllet'ssayTshepieasanexample..If

Tshepiedatesyouits...he'sbreakingour

friendshipcode..He'snotsupposedtogoafter

you..butIguessifhemakesyouhappythenI

won'tstandinyourhappinessbutitssomehow

justnotnormalorright..justtellyourfriendto

comefrontwithhersister..maybeshecan

explainthingsbettertohersister..

Her:shesscared..

Me:wellsometimesthere'sapointinlifewhere



yougetscaredbutthetruthalwayshasaway

tocomeout..soitsbettershetellsherthanher

hearingitfromsomeoneelse..

Her:ok..thanksyouthebest..

Me:Iknow..

Welaughed...

Her:okbye..

Me:greetmomforme..

Her:ok..

AfterawhileIwasdrivingintotheschool

premises..IparkedandwalkedtoclasswhereI

foundLeahandBarryalreadyin...

Me:morning



Leah:hey

Barry:hi..

Isatdownandstartedtakingmybooksout

whenItsuddenlywasquiteintheclass,even

withtheteacheritsnotlikethat..Ifelteyeson

meandIlookedup,asIraisedmyeyesthey

cameintocontactwithVenus's...Hewasright

infrontofme..lookinghandsome

Him:morning..

Me:hi...hi

Him:howareyou?

Me:amok...amfine..

Him:good,canIhaveyourtimetableforafew..

Me:ohw...

Him:Iwanttoalwaysknowwhereyou

are,rememberamtryingtokeepyousafe..



Me:andIreallyappreciateitbutdon'tyouhave..

-

Him:IdohavethingstodobutIjustchoseto

protectyou..

Inodded,thewholeclasswaslookingatusthe

wholetime..Itookoutmytimetableandhandit

overtohim..

Him:IwillgiveittoyouonbreakafterIstudyit..

HesaidwalkingoutandIrealizedJeremiah

waswaitingforhimbythedoor,theyboth

walkedoutbutpeoplestillkepttheirStarr

includingBarryandLeah..Itookmybookand

juststarredatituntileveryonelooked

away,everyoneexpertLeahandBarry..



Leah:okspititout..

Me:spitwhat?

Barry:whatisgoingon?

Me:wellhejust...itsstillcomplicated...Iwilltell

youonceeverythingisclearbutyesterdaywhen

Igotlosthehappenedtohavehelpedmeand

nowhesaidhewantstomakeithisnumber

oneprioritytoprotectme..

Barry:wow!!

Leah:Isowishtobeyourightnow..

Me:lol...youguysthough...

Leah:what?lolwejustthinkingoutloud...

Me:Isee..

Afterawhilewewereinlessons..Mymind

wasn'texactlyinthelessonsbutinsteadIwas

justthinkingonhowVenuswasgoingto

ptotectme...hewasallovermymind...No



doubtIwasevengoingtostarttodreamhim...

.

.

.
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Themorninglessonshadpassed,andatsome

pointIhadputVenusatthebackofmymind

andactuallyfocusedonthelessons..Avoiding

thinkingabouthimwassomethingIwishedto

doallthetimebecauseeverytimeIthinkabout

himIalwaysgetgoosebumps,seeinghimface

tofaceisevenworse..IwassittingwithBarry

andLeahatourusualtableeating...Wellthey

werewhilemeontheotherhandwasscanning

throughthepeopletryingtolookforhim...he

hadsaidhewillcomeduringbreakandhereI

wasalreadygettingfrustrated..Apartofme

thoughhopedhedoesn'tcomebecauseIknow

inhispresenceamnotalwaysmyselfandIfeel

unease..

Leah:earthtoKris!

Ishiftedmyattentiontothem,IguessIhad

beenlosttoomuchonmythoughtsthatI



wasn'tevenpayingattentiontothem..

Leah:what'sup?youhavebeenjustsittingthere

soquiteandyounoteating..

Me:amnotexactlyhungry..

Barry:orisitVenus?

Me:what?no...ofcauseNo..whywouldyousay

that?

Leah:maybeyourmindisjustoccupiedbyhim

whoknows..

Me:noyouguys...butanywaywhatarewe

discussing?

Barry:Promin2months...

Me:2months??

Leah:yeah...Ithinkmaybeweshouldgivethe

designershopsalookfirst..

Barry:Ifeelsoalso..Plusthisshouldbeanight

torememberforme...Iwannarememberthe



day..

Me:ok...

Leah:soIbelieveyouarecomingright?

Me:ummh..Idon'tthinkIcandothat...Iwon'tbe

in..

Barry:why?

Me:Ijust..Idon't....-

Leah:lookyoucoming..Andamnottakingno

forananswer..

Barry:IagreewithyouLeah..don'tworryyourself

toomuchifyoudon'thaveadate..LeahandI

willsortyouout..

Me:guys...andalsoIdon'tknowhowtodance...

Leah:wewillteachyou...andlookwhosehere..

Ifollowedhereyesandtherehewas,Venus

walkingtowardsus...Itookaverydeepbreath

tojustcalmmyselfdownandbenormalagain



becauseforaminutetheremyheartstopped

beating...Thenhegottoourtableheputmy

timetableonthetablelookingatme..

Him:amnostalker..Oranddangertoyouok..

Inodded..

Him:Ijustcan'thelpitbutfeeltheneedtojust

keepyousafe..therearemanypeopleoutthere

whowishforthatandmaybeyoumightnotsee

theneedofthisbuttherearealotofthings

happeningoutthere..SoIjustfeelthatIneedto

alwaysdeclareyoursafety..Whathappenedon

Fridaycouldhavebeenworse...younever

know..soamgoingtostartkeepinganeyeon

youstartingfromtoday...

Me:ok..



Inoticedhowquiteeveryonewasinthe

cafeteria,ItookaquickglanceandasI

suspectedtheyhadtheyeyesonme...

Him:don'tmindthepeople...Theyarelikethat..

Me:itsreallyuncomfortable..

Iwhisperedkeepingmyheaddown..

Him:don'tmindthem...iftheyarelikethisyou

givethemtheshowtheyarelookingfor,give

themareasonforstarring..Standuplet'sgo..

Me:gowhere?

Him:toyournextlessonLiteraturereview...

Me:butyoudon'tdoliterature..

Him:Ido...Ionlyattendinadifferentclassbut

nowIhavesortedit..let'sgo



Hetookmyhandandhelpedmestandup,Itook

mybagandwavedBarryandLeahaswe

walkedoutwithhimstillholdingmyhand....As

soonaswewereoutoftheyeyesIcouldfinally

breath..ifsomeoneisstarringyoutoomuchI

swearyoucanevenfallbutnowwhatabouta

largegroupofpeople?Hestillheldmyhandas

wewalkedtotheliteratureclass..

Him:whatareyoudoingafterschool?

Me:amgoinghome..

Him:ok...

Assoonaswegotinclassheledmetomy

sit,hesatonmydeskasIsatonthechair..

Me:isJeremiahalsocoming?



Him:nah..why?

Me:youguysarealwaystogether...Always

Him:thatsbecausewearefriendsbutnohe's

notcoming..

Me:ok..

Him:areyoushyorsomething?

Me:what?Why?

Him:youneverlookintomyeyeswhenwe

talk,youalwayskeepyourheaddown..

Me:ohh...Ijusthateeyecontactthatsall..

Him:Iseebutwhy?

Me:itscaresme?

Him:howaboutwetryitandlet'ssee..

Me:huh?

Hetiltedmyheadandhelookedintomyeyes,

foraminutethereItriedtojustlookintohis



darkbluetoblackeyesbutthenIguessIgot

tooshythatImovedmyeyes..

Him:there'salwaysanexttimeforeverything..

Me:yeah..

Him:wait...younewinthisschoolright?Ihave

neverseenyouanywhere..

Me:yesamnew..

Him:nowonder..

Me:nowonderwhat?

Him:areyoualwayslisteningtoeverythingIsay?

Me:ifyousayitloud,yes.

Hechuckled...

Him:anywayhowoldareyou?youlook10

Me:am17,butwillbe18inafewweeks..

Him:youaresoshortandontopofthatatiny



voice...

Me:don'tworry,myheightbetraysmyage..

Him:Icansee..butdon'tworry..it'soktobe

shortsometimes..

Me:Iguess

Him:areyouwearingcontacts..

Ididn'tevenrealizethatallofasuddenIwas

speakinglookingathimevenforgotaboutmy

abnormaleyecolour..Iquicklylookeddown..

Him:hey..lookatme..

Hesaidtiltingmyhead....

Him:Ihaveneverseensomethinglikethat..

Me:IknowIlookweirdand..-



Him:weird?Whotoldyouthat?youreyesare

reallybeautiful..

Me:ohw

Him:yeah..reallybeautiful..

Me:thankyou..

Him:itsok..sowherewereyouschooling?

Me:Africa..

Him:Icouldsenseyouarenotfromaround..

Me:why?

Him:thewayyoutalkandhandleyourself,and

mostofallyourbeaut..thiskindifbeautyisnot

justfoundaround..

IblushedthoughIreallytriednottoshowit..

Him:sowhowereyoustayingwithinAfrica?

Me:mymomandsister..



Him:Ibetyoursisterisasbeautifulasyou...

Me:obviously..Itrunsinthefamily..

Him:Iseeso..-

"ThatsalotoftalkingrightKrisandyourfriend,

butamsureyouwillfinishitoffinDetention"

Welookedatwherethatcamefromanditwas

theteacher..Ididn'trealizewewhereleaning

muchclosertoeachotheruntilheactually

backedawayandsatinfrontofme...IguessI

wastooconsumedinourconversationthatI

didn'tevennoticeLeahandBarrywalkin...The

lessoncontinuedwithhimintheclass.Leah

keptstealingglancesatmeandamsureshe

hadmanyquestionsforme...Aftersometime

thelessonscametoanend,assoonasthe

sirenrangLeahwasalreadyonmydesk



Her:callmetonight!

"Doaconferencecall"saidBarrycomingfrom

behindme..

Leah:yeah..

Me:tomorrow..

BythenVenushadalreadystoodupandwas

lookingatme..

Him:letsgooryoustillcaughtup?

Me:ummh..

Leah:noshesnot..bye

Barry:yeahbye..

Theysaidwalkingout,Ithenstoodupand

packedmybooks.WewalkedtotheDetention

classwhiletalking..



Him:soifyouwerestayingwithyourmomwhy

didyouleave?

Me:itscomplicatedanditsalongstory..

Him:Ibelievewehaveallthetimeintheworld..

Me:umhh..wellIwaskidnapped..

Him:what?

Me:yeahsomydadthoughtIwillbemuchsafe

withhimthanbackathome..

Him:youmeanyouwereabducted?

Me:yes...

Him:andwhatdidtheywant?

Me:theyneversaid..

Him:didtheyhurtyou?

Me:yeah..electricshock..

Him:Ican'tbelievethis..Ipromisenothingwill

happentoyouaslongasamhere..

Me:amgrateful



Him:anywaydon'tyoumissyourfamilyand

friendsmaybe?

Me:Ido...butthenagainitslife

Him:yeah..

Bythenwewerealreadysittinginsidetheclass

room..

Him:IthinkIhavebeendoingalotofasking

latelybutnowitsyourturn..

Me:ohh...Ireallydon'tmindyouasking..

Him:nah..askanything..Ain'tyoucuriousabout

anything?

Me:wellwhatamcuriousaboutisoffensive..

Helaughedsoftly..



Him:justaskanythingoffensiveornot..

Me:ok..umhhdon'tyouhaveanyothername

apartfromVenus?

Him:Idoactuallybutitsmoreembarrassing

thanthisone..

Me:isit?

Him:yeah,butIwon'ttellyou...myfamilyreally

givesweirdnames..

Me:IthinkIagreewiththat...

Him:anythingelse?

Me:whyareyousonice?

Him:justbecauseamrichitdoesn'tmeanI

shouldberude,Iknowmaybethatwasyour

theoryofme..

Ireallydon'tcareaboutthemoney..money

that'snotevenminesowhybragandactlike

amGodwhenIdon'tevenhavemyownmoney

tolastmeamonth...



Me:soyoudon'treallylikethewaythings

happeninthisschool?

Him:yeahbutthenthestudentsaresocaught

upthattheydon'tevenrealizestupiditywhen

it'srightinfrontoftheireyes..

Me:maybeyoucanchangeit..

Him:Idon'tthinkthere'sanyonewhocan

changetheirmindsets

Me:Icanrelate..

Him:amglad..anythingelseyouwanttoknow?

Me:no,Ithinkamoknow...

Him:areyousure?

Me:yeah..won'tyoubelateforyourrugby

practicethough?Imeanain'tithappeningnow?

Him:Iknow,butthenthere'safterschool..

Me:ohh..

Him:thingsaregoingtochangetomorrow..



Me:things?

Him:youwillseebutyeahthings..

Islowlynodded..Theteacherthencameinthen

weresortedtoournormalseats..Detention

lastedabitlongerthantheothertimebutthen

attheenditwasover..Hewalkedwithmeto

mycar...

Me:okIwillseeyou..tomorrow

Him:whyareyousoeageraboutgoinghome?

Me:huh?

Hechuckledshakinghishead..

Him:Iwillseeyoutomorrow..

Me:yeah..seeyou



Igotinmycaranddroveawayhome..ThewayI

wassofreewhenIwastalkingtohimwasjust

thesamewayIfeelfreewhenItalktoTshepie..

ItsfeelslikeIhaveknownhimforalongtime

butitsonlyafewdays..GettinghomeIfound

dadhome..hewasearlytoday..

Him:pumpkin

Me:Dad..

Him:howwasschool?

Me:itwasokasusual..

Him:Iwantustogoonatriptogetheryou

know,dosomefathertodaughterbonding...

Me:thatwillbelovely..

Him:yeah..assoonasyougoonholiday..

Me:yeah..

Him:umhhIheardaboutPron..



Me:promdad

Him:yesthat...ummmhyouknowyoucantalk

toLizzyaboutmaybeyourdress..sheknows

manydesignerswhocanmakeyouaverynice

dress

Me:ok...

Him:youknowIwantustohavethat

relationship..Youknow..

Me:IwouldLikethatalso..

Him:ok..youcangochange..

Ithenwenttomyroom,Ijustlayonmybed

thinkingabouteverythingthatoccurred

today..thiswasmostlythebestinterestingdayI

haveeverhad..andeventhefactthatmydad

wantsmeandhimtohavethatkindof

relationshipwherewillbecloseisjustnice..its

noteverydaythatyourfatherwantstohavea

closerelationshipwithhisdaughter...Basically



thedayendedtheusualway..Lizzycameback

abitlateandshefoundmeandDadalready

cooking,wethencookedtogetherasafamily

anditwasfun.ThefollowingmorningIdidmy

usualroutine,bathedanddressedup.Tookmy

bagthenwentdownstairs...AndalsoasusualI

foundLizzy..Dadwasalreadygone..

Me:morning

Her:pumpkin

Me:lolyouhavestarted..

Her:howdidyousleep?

Me:ok...you?

Her:fine..umhhyourdadtoldmeaboutyour

Prom

Me:amnotgoing..Idon'tthinkIwillgo

Her:why?

Me:I...Ijusthatecrowdedplaces..



Her:youareshy?

Me:andthat'sthehurtingtruth

Her:beautifulgirlsdon'thavetobeshyKris..you

aretoobeautifultobeshypumpkin...

Me:IwishIfeltlikethat..

Her:don'tworry,aslongasyouarehereIwill

makeyoufeelreallyBeautiful..

BeforeIcouldrespondmyphonerang,itwasan

unknownnumber,foraminutethereIdidn't

wanttoanswerespeciallytoanumberIdidn't

knowbutcuriositygotmebadlythatIendedup

answering..

Me:speaking?

Caller:itsVenus..

Me:ohh..umhhhi

Him:amoutside..Come



Me:what?

Him:bequickorwegoingtobelate..

Me:ummhh..

Him:comeout..

Istoodupandwenttolookthroughthewindow

andsurprisinglyhe'scarwasoutside...

Him:nowyousawmecomeandlet'sgo..

Itookadeepbreathhungingup..

Me:ummmhLizzyIhavetogo..seemslikeI

havewonmyselfalift..

Isaidwalkingout..Igotoutside,assoonasI

gottohiscarhewasalreadyoutsideopening

thedoorme..helookedsohotandhewas



wearingsunglasses..

Him:morningtoyou..

Me:morning..

Isaidgettinginthecar...healsogotinthenoff

wewent..

Him:startingfromtodayIwillbepickingyouup

anddroppingyou..

Hesaidwithhisfocusontheroad,hedidn't

kooklikesomeonewhowasjoking..Buthe

lookeddeadserious..Iguessthiswerethe

changesbutIdidn'tcarewhatchanges..deep

downIknewaslongasamwithhimamsafe..

EventhoughIdidn'tknowmuchabouthimbut

whatIknewwasthat

1.I'msafewithhim



AndlastlyIknewIhadfallendeepforhim..I

lovedhimtobecertainandthisIwassureof!

.

.
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Him:areyouok?

Me:me?yeah..amok..why?

Him:youhavebeensoquite..



Me:ohh..I...well..ummhitsnothing..Idonthave

anythingtosaythat'sall...

Him:soyoudontwanttosayanything?

Me:wellapartfromareyougoingtobepicking

meupanddroppingmeoffathomethere's

nothingelseIguess..

Him:wellthisisoneofthechanges...

Me:Isee...

Him:Itoldyou,Iwantyoutobesafeallthetime...

Inodded..

Bythenwewerealreadyenteringtheschool

premises.Therewasn'talotofstudentsso

meaningthatwewereearly.Assoonashe

parkedwesteppedoutofthecar..

Me:ummhsoareyougoingtobesittinginmy

class?



Him:no,butonlyforthesubjectsIdoIwill...

Me:ok...

Him:yeah...let'sgo..

HewalkedmetomyclassandaswegotthereI

foundBenonmychair,itseemedlikehehad

beenwaitingforme..

Me:Ben..hey!

Ben:Kris....Venus

Venus:Ben...Iwillseeyouatbreak..Right?

Me:yeah...seeyou

Hethenwalkedaway..

Me:hey...

Ben:newfriend?Boyfriend?



Me:who?Vee?

Ben:Vee?

Me:ImeanVenus..

Ben:isheyourboyfriend?

Me:friend..

Ben:thewayhe'salwaysaroundyoumakesme

questionthat..evenyoucallinghimVeeraises

redflags..

Me:noseriously...He'safriend

Ben:ok..anywayIcametojustseeyou..

Me:ohhthatsniceofyou..

Ben:howareyou?

Me:amgood...you?

Ben:amgoodalso...sothere'sthisscienceclubI

waswonderingifyoucanjoin..youknow..

Me:ascienceclub...ok..whynot?

Him:great!..anywaywegothereafterschool,but



sincetodaythere'ssomeentertainmentatthe

hallafterbreaksoyoucanofficiallystart

tomorrow..

Me:entertainment?

Him:yeah..somedanceclubswillbegivingus

someshow...

Me:danceclubsofthisschool?

Him:yeah..

Me:ok..thatsoundsexciting..

Him:yeahitis...lookletmegetgoing..

Me:seeyouintheaddMathslesson...

Him:ok..

Hethenwalkedawayleavingmesettlingonmy

desk...AsIwasstillbusyonmybooksIheard

someoneclearingtheirthroat...Ilookedupand

itwasBarrywhostoodinfrontofmewithLeah..



Leah:Icouldn'twaitforthisdaytocome..

Barry:metoo..nowtalk..what'sgoingon?

Me:nothingreally..

Leah:ok...youguysarealwaystogether...Imean

everytimeandyeahsureit'snothing?Youmust

bejoking...

Me:hesayshe'sbeingmybodyguardorsoto

say....

Barry:ohhthatssweet...sobesidesthatthere's

nothinggoingon?

Me:yeah...nothing..

Barry:andwhentheheckisheplanningtomake

themovealready?

TrustBarrytobeBarry...LeahandIlaughedat

Barry'sretardstatement...Aswewerestill

talkingBarryexcusedherselfwithherphone

ringing...



Leah:soishecoming?

Me:no,break

Leah:ok,didyouthinkaboutProm?

Me:yeah....Ijustdontthinkmecomingisagood

idea...

Shesmiled...

Leah:haveyoueverlookedatyourreflectionon

themirror?

Inoddedwonderingwereshesgoingwiththis...

Leah:eversinceImetyouImustsaythings

havebeendifferent...Ihavenevermetanyone

likeyou...youaresobeautifulbutyoudon'tgo



aroundbraggingaboutit...Youaresodifferent

fromeveryone..Youarenoteveninterestedin

Prom..IwishIhadyourbeautyandyourbody....

Me:lolgoaheadtakethem..

Shelaughedsoftly....

Her:Idon'tknow..Ijustfeelhappyaround

you...whichiswhyitsagoodideathatyou

cometoProm..sothatpeoplecanstartseeing

somedifferenceunlikewhattheyareusedto

everyday...amsureyouwillwinasQueen..

Me:what?Ithoughtthosethingsexistonlyin

movies..

Her:seemslikenot...anywaywhydoyouhide

thatsexybodybehindthoseoversizedclothes

butanywayyoustilllooksexythough..

Me:thankyou...idkmaybeit'sbecauseIreally

dontmakeabigdealofwhatIwear...



Her:andyoudontevenwearmakeup...Venusis

notyourclass..youdeservebetterlikethelikes

ofLeoDiCaprioorBrandonJayMcLaren

Me:GodIusedtocrushonthosepeople....

EspeciallyBrandon...

Her:metoo

Shewhispered...thenwelaughed...

Her:pleasecome....

Me:okfine..youdidalotofconvincingthere...

Her:andeverythingIsaidistrue...

Me:youarealsobeautiful...reallyreally...bythe

wayweredoyoucomefrom?

Her:halfJamaicanhalfColombian...

Me:andBarryMexicoright?

Her:yeah...



Me:andthat'swhatmakesusfriends..

Her:yeah...

AfterawhileBarrycamebackbutwedidn'ttalk

becausetimewasalreadyup...Myfirstlesson

wasphysicsthenAddmaths...WhenIgotto

addmathsBenwasn'tinyetsoIjustsatdown

andfocusedonmybooks,theteacheralso

wasn'tin...InoticedJupiterentertheclassbut

insteadofgoingtohersitshecamestraightto

mydesk...AskmehowIwasfeelingthat

momentandIwilltellyounolie..Myheartwas

beatingfast,whatdoesshewant?Wehave

neverexchangedevenonewordeversinceIgot

herebuthereshewaswalkingtowardsmy

table...ForthefirsttimeIactuallysawher

smiling....Shewassmilingatmeso

involuntarilyIreturnedit...

Her:hi...



Me:hey

Her:AmJupiter,youmustbeKris..

Me:that'sright..

Her:ohh..Ihopeamnotscaringyou..Ijust

wantedtoseethefamousKris..

Ilaughed...

Me:Famousisanoverratedword...ammorelike

thenewKid..

Her:wellitsnicetomeetyou...

Me:likewise..

Her:Iwillseeyouaround..

Me:ok

Thenshecatwalkedherselftohersit...I

couldn'tunderstandwhatjust



happened...maybeVenustoldheraboutme....

AsIwasstilltryingtofixthepuzzleof

explainingwhatjusthappenedBenenteredthe

class...Hegotin,satonhischairandturnedto

measalways...

Me:hey..

Him:hey..soItalkedtothemembersofthe

scienceclubandguesswhat?

Me:what?

Him:youareofficiallyin...

Me:that'sgreatnews..

Him:yeah..

Hestartedwhispering...

Him:whyisJupiterlookingatyoulikethatand

alsosmiling...Don'tturntolookshewillknow



wearediscussingher...

Me:wellIdon'tknowtoo...shejustcameand

startedaconversationwithme....

Him:thatsunusual...

Me:isit?

Him:yeah...Sheonlytalkswithspecificpeople..

Me:maybeshewasjustSayinghitothenewgirl

inschool..

Him:youroverpossessiveboyfriendtoldher..

Me:boyfriend?

Him:Imeanfriend..YourfriendVenus...

Me:he'sjustafriendnothingmorebutmaybe

andevensomethingless..

Him:ifyousayso...imagineifyouguysget

married...I'msureyouwillnameyourKids

MercuryandMarsevenPluto..



Welaughed..

Me:wearenotdating..

Him:yesandthat'swhyyouguysarealways

together..OkIbelievethat..asif!!

HesaidwithhisvoicefilledwithSarcasm...

Me:youknowwhattellmemoreaboutthe

scienceclub..

Him:wellitsbasicallyabout..-

Hewasstoppedbytheteacherenteringthe

class,immediatelyheturnedawayfrommeand

gavetheteachertheattention.Thelesson

continuedwithmestealingsecretglancesat

Jupiter..Afterthelessonitwasbreak,Iwalked

outwithBen...Wewalkedtothecafeteria



whereImetLeahandBarryalreadythere...

Leah:IthoughtyouwillbewithVenus...

Me:yeahbutseemslikenot...

"Youarewrong"avoicesaidandfromthetimeI

hadheardVenus'svoicethefirsttimemymind

justrecordeditandnowIknowitliketheback

ofmyhand..Itwashim,myheartandbrain

agreed...WeturnedandasIhavesaid,itwas

him...

Me:Ithoughtyouwere..-

Him:youthoughtwrong...

Me:ummhIguessso..

Him:eatup,Iwillcomepickyouupsowego

afteryouaredone..

Me:ok...



ThenhewalkedawaytowhereJeremiahwas...

Isettleddown...

Leah:ok....soonSaturdaymaybeweshouldgo

andlookfordresses...

Me:ummh..my..ummmhmy...step..ummhmy

momshesuggestedsomedesignerswhocan

makedressesspecificallyforus...

Barry:wow!thatssocoolofyourmom...

Leah:yeah...atleastoneproblemdown..

Me:yeah...

Barry:anywaySaturdayagainVenus...wellthe

TheTigersarehavingaparty..aftertheirgame

thattheyclaimtheyareautomaticallygoingto

winatVenus'shouse...

Me:TheTigers?

Leah:therugbyteam...theyarecalledTHE



TIGERSandVenushappenstobeCaptain..

Me:ohhIsee...sowhatiftheylose?Thenwhat's

goingtohappen?

Barry:itsrarerforthemtolose

Me:butanythingcanhappen..

Leah:myguessisthattheywillstillhavethe

partythenclaimtohavelettheotherteamwin

purposelybecausetheyfeltsorryforthem...

Wealllaughed....

Barry:Icanbetonthat,theyhavetoomuchpride

overtheirsleeves...

Me:youguysthough..

Leah:what?itsthetruth...anywayfinishup..he's

alreadycoming..

Barry:wewillseeyouthen..



ShesaidasVenuswasalreadyapproaching

us...

Him:done?

Me:yeah...

Istoodup,tookmybag,wavedBarryandLeah

byeasVenusledmeoutholdingmyhand..

TodayIdidn'tevenpayattentiontopeople's

eyes...westartedwalkingtothehall,whenwe

gotthere,therewerepeoplebutnotthatmuch...

Wesatdownonthelastseats,thelastrolebutI

couldseethestageclearly...

Him:areyouokhere?

Me:yeah...

Him:ok...howwasaddmath?



Me:itwasok,heydidyoutellyoursisterabout

me?

Him:IdontrememberbutIthinkso..why

ask?shetalkedtoyou?

Me:yeah...butwhywouldyoutellher?

Him:whatdoyouthink?

Me:Idon'tknow,butyoucantellme..

Him:wellIdontknowtoo...

Hesaidleaningbackandlookingforward.....

Peoplestartedgettinginslowlybutsurely..it

wasgettingfilled..

IevensawLeahandBarryastheygotin..They

satsomewhereinthemiddle..

Venus:whyareyousoquite?

Me:I...Idon'thaveanythingtosay..



Him:oryouaretooshytotalk..

Me:that'snottrue..

Him:itis...

Me:Iwon'targue...anywaywhat'sthepurposeof

thissocalledentertainment?

Him:funIguess...andalsoforleavinga

mark...theyaregoingtocompeteandwina

championship...

Me:thedancecrew?

Him:yeah...

Me:ok..

Him:soyoudecidedtojoinScienceclub?

Me:howdidyouknowaboutthat?

Him:someoneyoudontknow,anywaythe

entertainmentisstarting...

Hesaidlookingforwardagain..Thelightswent



off,thehallwasfilledwithdarknessthenthere

waslightononepersononthestage...That

personstartedtodance..Hereallyknewhowto

dancewellandafterawhilethewholestage

hadablueflashinglightreflectingthemwhilst

therestofthehallwasstillinthedark....this

peoplewerereallygoodamtellingyou..There

weremanydifferentcrewswhichdancedandit

wasreallyfun..Afteritwasdone,Iwenttothe

rugbygroundwithVenus..Wewerestill

walkingthere..

Me:soforhowlongdoyoupractice?

Him:anhourorso...

Me:ok..

Wewalkedtohislocker,wherehisclothes

were..HechangedhisTshirt...meanwhileIjust

stoodtherelikealostpuppy..



Him:let'sgo..

Heledmeoutside,tothegroundandmademe

sitatthefrontroleoftheterraceashewent

backinside...Ijustkeptmyselfoccupiedbymy

phone..IreallyneededtotellTshepangassoon

asIgethome...Afterawhilehewasback,but

hewasn'talone.Hewaswithagroupofother

boyswhichmademeabituncomfortable...He

cametowardsme..

Him:youcool?

Me:yeah...

Him:shoutifyouneedanything..Anythingatall

ok?

Me:yeah..

Him:okcool..



Hethenwalkedawayjoininghisteam...They

thenstartedpracticing..Thewaytheywere

practicingIsweartoGodtheywantedtobreak

theirownbones..Everythingwasjustfullof

violence..Afterabout20minutesofthem

practicingtheircoachcame..Isattherethrough

outthewholeordeal...Theytookmorethanan

hour,andwhentheyweredoneheimmediately

cametome..

Him:okdone..

Me:ok..

Hehelpedmestandup..

Him:sohowdidyoufundrugby?

Me:somethingIwouldn'ttrytodoinmyright



stateofmind...

Hechuckled....

Him:itsreallyfunyouknow..

Me:Idoubtthat...Iheavilydoubtit...

Him:howaboutwetryit...

Me:trywhat?rugby?no..nonono...no!

Him:yes,come..

Hesaidpullingmeintotheground...

Him:ok,Iwantyoutorunwiththisballtothat

line...doyouseeit?

Hesaidgivingmetheball



Me:yeah..

Him:good,butmakesureIdontcatchyou..

Me:ok,shouldstartrunningnow?

Him:yeah..

Hesaidsmiling,Iputmybagdown.Within

somesecondsIwasrunningincircleswithhim

afterme..Iwaslaughingsohard,hecaughtme

beforeaminutecouldevenpassmakingusall

falldownbutmybodydidn'teventouchthe

ground,Ifellontopofhis..Istillhadtheballin

myhandsandhewastryingtogetitbylocking

meinhisembracewhilewewerelaughing..

Me:ohmyGod..youarecheating...

Isaidashefinallytooktheball...



Him:youweresupposedtoruntothewhiteline

butyouchosetorunincircles..

Me:becauseyouwereafterme..

Him:still...

Iwasstilllyingontopofhim...

Me:youshouldhaveletmeatleastrunhalfway

acrossthegroundbeforecomingafterme...

Him:butyouwerealreadythere..

Me:noIwasjusthere..

Him:ohhreally?

Me:yes!

BeforehecouldsayanyfurtherIheard

someoneclearingtheirthroatandthatswhenit

registeredinmymindhowcloseIwaswith



Venusphysically..ImeanIwaslyingontopof

him...QuicklyIstoodupandIsawJupiterand

Jeremiahstandingrightthere...Venusalso

stoodup...

Jeremiah:didwedisturb?

Venus:obviouslybutitsok,whatisit?

Jeremiah:Lloyd?

Venus:shit!Iforgot..UmmhIwillmeetyouguys

there...

Jupiter:ok..byeKris..

Me:bye..

Theythenwalkedaway...

Me:didImakeyouforgetsomething?

Him:what?no...Never.



Me:Idontwanttocomplicateyourlifeyou

know..

Him:nooneiscomplicatingmylifeKris...Ilove

doingthissojustletme...

Inoddedslowly....Ididn'twanttobeaburden

tohim,thatwasthelastthingIwanted...

Him:youaresweating..Doyouwannatakea

shower?

Heaskedaswewentbackinside...

Me:no,amfine...Iwilldoitathome....

Him:areyousure?

Me:100.1%

Him:suresuresure?



Me:yes..

Him:suresuresuresuresure?

Ilaughedthenhejoinedme..hewasbeing

irritatingonpurpose..

Him:amgoingtoputyouintheshowermyself...

Me:youwouldn'tdare..

Him:wannabet?

.

.
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Thingswerestillthesame,andVenuswasstill

beingmychauffeur..Wehadreallygrowncloser

toeachother...IdidjointheScienceclubandI



guessitwasallWorthit...Itwasreally

fun,sometimesVenuswouldcomewatchme

dosomeexperiments...Cheermeonand

stuff...likeIdowithhimathisrugby

practice,onemoreexcitingthingisthatwewere

goingonaholidaythefollowingweek.....sohere

Iwas,withLeah,BarryandLizzyathome

togetherwiththedesignersherecommended..

Hewastakingourmeasurements...Aftera

whilehewasdoneandgone...ThePromwas

goingtotakepartafterwecomebackfromthe

holiday

Leah:ok...soyouMrs..

Me:me?

Leah:yeah..WhentheheckisVenusgoingto

askyououtalready?

Me:we..-



BeforeIcouldfinishtalkingmyphonerang,and

itwasVenus...

Leah:yousee,healwayscallslikeheisyour

boyfriend..Thewayhejusthandlesyou..like

youarehiswifecan'thejustsayitalready?

Iquicklywentupstairstomyroomandclosed

thedooranswering..

Me:hello..

Him:hey..comeoutside..

Me:youarehere?

Him:yeah..pleasecomeoutbeforeyourfather

comes..

Ilaugheddroppingthecall,thenrushing

downstairsandstraightoutsideleavingLeah



andBarryscreamingmynameloud..Assoon

asIgotoutsideIgotinhiscarthenhedrove

off...

Me:wherearewegoing..?

Him:afewhousesaway...yourdadisreally

scaryplusitsSaturday..Hemightcomeback

andfindmewithhisdaughterinfrontofhis

gateandcrushme

Ilaughedsohard..Thewayhewassayingit

thoughmademydadsoundlikeamonster..

Me:saystheguywhopickmeupeverydayand

dropmeoff...

Him:inthemorningamalwayssurehisgone

andafterschoolIdropyou2housesawayfrom

yours...



Me:Jesusmydadissweet..he'snotlikethat..

Him:sayshisdaughter...Anywaythatsnotwhy

amhere...

Me:Ifigured..whatisit?

Him:soweclosingnextweek...

Me:yeah..

Him:plansfortheholiday?

Me:notreallyapartfromthetripmydadwants

ustotakethere'snothing..

Him:ok,sothereisthiseventhappeningandI'm

inneedofadate...

Me:ohw....youwantmetohelpyoufindone?

Him:no,Iwantyoutohelpmeaskherout,I

foundheralready..

Ok,maybethefactthatIlikedhimandthenhe

asksmetohelphimaskanothergirloutreally

hurtmebutItookitasabiggirl..thoughmy



heartwasbreaking.

Me:ok,amgame..whoseshe?

Him:pleasepromisemeyouwillmakeher

agree..

Me:okIpromise..aftergivinghersomeKris

convincingshewillagree..

Him:ok,itsKrissohowaboutyouconvince

yourself..

IlaughedbutstoppedwhenIrealizedhes

actuallynotjoking...

Me:its....I...itsme?Asinmeme?

Him:yeah...

Ilookedathiminconfusion...



Me:what?

Him:pleasebemydatetotheeventandalsoto

theummhProm...please..

Didhejustaskmetobehisdate?Itookadeep

breathtocalmdown...Iwouldn'twannacome

offasdesperatesoIheldmyself...

Me:ok,IwilltalktoKrisandseewhatshesays

thenIwillcallyoutomorrow...

Him:greatnowmaybewecangoforicecream...

Hesaiddrivingtothemall...deepdownIwasso

excited...Tookhimdamnlongenough!!

.

.
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Him:doyoulikeit?

Me:itsbeautiful..

Wewereatsomelakehehaddrovetoafterthe

icecreams.Itwassituatedatsomeisolated



placeimmediatelyaftertown.Itwasso

beautifulandpeaceful.Itjustheldthisfeeling

thatsettledmyheart..

Him:Icomehereforsomeselfevaluation...

Me:itsreallybeautiful...howdidyoueven

discoverthisplace?

Him:myGrandfathershowedittome,afew

daysbeforehepassedon.Ihadgotteninlotof

Troublebystealingmydad'scarthengettingin

anaccident.Sohebroughtmeheretodosome

selfevaluation..

Me:youreallydidneedtheselfevaluation..

AnywayamsorryaboutyourGrandfather..

Him:itslife...Weletgotolive..

Me:itsfarthough..

Him:yeah...Ihaveneverbroughtanyone

here,evenmyfamily..



Me:soit'slikeasecretplace?

Him:youcanputitlikethat..

Me:ok..butthenwhyshowittome?

Him:becauseIjustfeltlikeit...

Me:amgladyoudid,Iwillalsocomehereformy

ownselfevaluation..

Him:Iherebypermityoutousethisarea..

Me:butIhadalreadygivenmyselfthe

permission...

Him:I'mtheonlyonewhocangiveyouthe

permission..

Ilaughed..

Me:shouldn'tyoubeplanningaparty?other

thanbeingherewithme?

Him:itfeelsrightbeingherewithyou..



Hesaidsmiling,Ilookedathim...

Me:Iknowamgoodcompany..Evenmyfriends

sayso..

Him:yesyouare,butthisoneisalittlebit

different..IknowthismaycomeoffweirdbutI

havebeeninawaitingforlongandGodKnowsI

canfinallysayI'mmadlyinlovewithyou.I

wannabewhereveryouareandknowwherever

youare....Ijustfeelcompletearoundyou..You

suddenlyhavebecomethereasonIgetexcited

everytimeIwakeup..youhavebecomemy

weaknesswithtimeandIjustfeellikedying

everytimeIdontseeyou..thissoundscrazy

KrisbutIloveyou...Ijustwannaloveyou,iwant

togiveyoumyallbeforeeverythinggoes

wrong...



Ilookedathim,withmyheartbeatingsofast..

Everythingwasjustgoingslowly...Helooked

deepinmyeyesandIdidthesametoo,usuallyI

wouldhavelookedawaylongtimeagobut

therewasthisstrongforcekeepingmyhead

still.Itfeltliketherewasthismagnetbringing

ourfacesslowlyclosertoeachother,myeyes

shutatomaticallythemomentIfelthislipson

mine..Igaspedashekissedmedeeply..And

hereIwasgettingmyfirstkiss,Ijustwentwith

theflow..Hesoftlyheldmywaistandbrought

ourbodiestogetheraswekissedpassionately..

Hepulledoutafterawhile..

Him:tellmeyoudontfeelit..tellmethere'sno

connectionyoufeel..tellmeyoudontfeelwhatI

feelandIswearIwillneverbringthisupever

again..

Me:I...Ifeelit..I..-



Him:shhhthatsallIwanttohear..Forthepast

weeksIhavebeenfightingwithmyfeelingsand

Ican'tanymore..You...I'minlovewithyouKris

andIdontwanttoscareyouoranything...ButI

dontthinkIcansuppresstheloveIhaveforyou

anymore..IthurtsandIjustwantyoutoletme

loveyou...ItscrazybelievemebutIloveyou

andIwantittobeusagainsttheworld,us

againstallodds...Iwanttobethereasonyou

smile...canyouletmedothat?

Me:Iloveyoutoo...

Hesmiled...hewrappedhishandsaroundme

again...

Him:Iloveyoumore..

Hesaidkissingme,thiskisswasfilledwiththe

loveweshared..Itwasfilledwithsomany



thingsIcouldn'tbringtowords..Itfeltrightin

everyaspect..Andashesaid,itscrzybutIdid

lovehim...IheldontohimasIlostmyselfin

thekisswiththeguyIlove...Myfirstboyfriend,

myfirstlove,myfirstkiss...

.

.
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Him:someoneisinagoodmood..

Mydadsaidduringdinner.Iwasasathome

alreadyVenusdroppedmeathomebeforemy

dadcamebackbutitwasabitlate.Wespent

thewholedaytalking,laughingandwithhim

stealingkissesallthetime.Iactuallyenjoyed

myself,spendingthattypeoftimewithhimwas

justperfecttome...

Me:amjustinagoodmoodnothingmore

nothinglessorisitnowwrongtobejusthappy?

Dad:please!justhappy?Iknowthatsmileandit

involvesaboy..

Ilaughed..

Me:there'snoboydad...



Lizzy:Ithinkweshouldhavesomegirltalkover

shoppingrightKrisDarling?

Ilaughedagainbutthistimestandingup

togetherwithmyplate..

Me:IthinkImtiredsoamgoingtosleepnow..

Dad:runningawayalready...

Iignoredlaughinggoingtothekitchen..I

washedmyplatethenwenttomyroom...As

soonasIgotthereItookmyphoneandcalled

Tshepie..

Him:finally!

Me:niggaitsonlybeen2dayswithoutme

callingyouandyouactlikeitsbeendecades..

Him:2daysisalot..



Me:nahfam....butIgatnewsforyou..

Him:Venus?

ItoldTshepieaboutaboutVenuslongtime

ago,ImeanVenusisthefirstguyIhaveever

lovedlikethatsoobviouslyIhadtotellmy

bestie..

Me:hefinallysaidit!

Him:jeeztookhimsolong..Itwasabouttime..

Me:yeah...sohowareyou?

Him:amgood..

Me:yourparentsstillfight?

Him:nahactuallytheyaretryingtofixthings..

Me:that'sgood..

Him:yeahbutforhowlongbeforetheystart

fightingalloveragain?



Me:takeadeepbreathand,closeyoureyesthen

realizethefactthatyourparentsfightingistheir

choiceandyouontheotherhandhaveavery

brightfutureaheadofyou,youaredoingform

5,nextyearVarsitythentheroadtoyourown

futuredifferentfromwhatyourparentspresent

starts..Thenthinkofhowyouaregoingtobe

differentfromyourparents,openyoureyes

thenrealizeyouwon'tbebrokenby2adults

whochoosetoactLikekids,realizethatyouare

yourownmanandyouaremuchgreaterthan

youthinktheneverythingwillfallintoplace..

Him:Imissyou..Imissyouverymuch

Me:Imissyoumore...butDecemberamlanding..

Him:IhopethatVenusofyourswon'tcome

betweenus..

Me:nothingwillevercomebetweenusunlessif

itsGodhimself..

Him:Togetherforever..IknowIsoundGayish..



Me:lolnahfamyousoundgenuine..Kagorata

(Iloveyou)

Him:lennakagorato

(Iloveyoutoo)

Me:sowhenareyougoingtotellmeaboutyour

newgirlfriend?

him:wellthingisyou..-

Me:There'sanincomingcallTshepie..CanIcall

youtomorrow?

Him:Venus'sgirlfriendwewilltalktomorrow..

Me:yeahpleasegreetAntony,DylanandBKfor

me...

Him:ok..willtalkayt?

Me:obviouslybye..

ThenIdroppedhiscalltakingtheincomewhich

wasVenus..



Me:alreadymissingme?

Him:yeah..Imissyourlaugh..Iwouldlistento

youlaughalldayifitwaspossible..

Igiggledblushing..

Him:andyoursmiletoo,includingyourbeautiful

eyes..everythingaboutyou..Imissit..

Me:thatsalotofstuffyoumissrightthere..

Him:ifitsyouthenGoddamnitIwillmissahell

lotofstuff..

Me:wellIbasicallythink..-

Iwasstoppedbysomeonetalkingathis

background..itwasafemale..



Her:Venusyouready?

Him:yeahjustasec..

Her:cool,weoutside..

Afterawhileitwassilent..

Him:hello?babe?

Me:amstillthere..goingsomewhere?

Him:yeah..dontworryamgoingtobehave..I

havesomethingpreciousnowworthbehaving

for..

Me:butain'titlate?

Him:itsonlyaround8babe..comeonthatcan't

belate..

Me:ohhok..keepsafethen

Him:always..sodidyoutalktoKrisaboutthe

date?

Me:lol..wellyeah..



Him:andwhatdidshesay?

Me:wellshesaidyesafteralongstruggle

Him:amgladshesaidyes..

Me:metoo..

Him:Canyoupromisemesomething?

Me:yeahwhatisit?

Him:thatnomatterwhatwewillfightforour

love..

Me:ifitsnotyoucheatingonmeorlyingthenI

promiseIwillfightforourrelationship,ourlove.

Ireallyhatelies..

Him:metoo..thatswhymypreviousrelationship

neverworkedout..

Me:ohh..

Him:yeah,notwithmycurrentexgirls

though..thatoneIdidn'tjustloveher..

Me:theonewholastedaweek?



Helaughed..

Him:Iknewtheytoldyouaboutthatone..yeah

thatone..

Me:Ihopeshewon'tbeaproblem..Idontwant

tobedealingwithbitterjealousexgirlfriends..

Him:shewon't..shesmovedon..andnothingwill

happentoyou..Ipromise..

Me:ok..Ithinkyoushouldgetgoing..yourfriends

arewaiting..

Him:wellit'sJupiterandJeremiah..Sonobig

deal..Iwillfindthemthere..ThoughIfeellike

comingandpickingyouupsowegotogether

butyourdad...

Me:yeah..hewilldefinatlycrushyou..

Him:Iknow..helooksscaryhimself..okbabe..I

loveyouok?



Me:Iloveyoumore..

Him:bye..

Me:bye..

Thenhehungup,talkingtohimleftmein

smilesbutwhatputmeoffabitwashimgoing

outlateatnight..ItookadeepbreathasIjust

relaxedonmybed..ThemomentIclosedmy

eyesIimmediatelyfellasleep...Wakingupthe

nextdayIbathed,woremyhighwaistjean

shorts,adenimcroptopandaoversized

basketballballjacket,acapandfinisheditoff

withsomesneakers..AfterallthatdressingI

wentdownstairs,sinceitwassundayIfound

DadandLizzysittingdowneating..DidIwake

upthatlatethatpeoplearealreadyeating

breakfast?

Me:morning...



Dad:pumpkin..

Lizzy:youlookoverthetop!Sizzlinghot!

Me:thankyou...

Isaidsittingdown..

Dad:goingsomewhere?

Me:yeah..amvisitingBarryandLeah..

Him:amgladyoumadefriends..

Me:yeah..

Weatehavingaconversationhereandthere...

AfterweweredoneeatingIwashedthedishes

thenpreparedtoheadout..

Lizzy:youlooksobeautifulbutthere's

somethingmissing..



Me:missing?whatisit?

Her:wait...

Sherushedupstairsandcamebackaftera

whilewithamaroonlipstick..

Her:this..

Shesaidapplyingme..

Her:perfect!

Me:thankyou..

Her:havefunsweety..

Me:ok..

Iwalkedoutanddroveout...Iwasgoingto

surpriseLeahbyjustrockingupatherhouse



withouttellingher.Idrovethereandrangthe

intercom..SurprisinglyShe'stheonewhocame

tothedoor,youshouldhaveheardhowshe

screamed...

Me:hey..

Her:ohmyGod..youarehere...

Shesaidsuffocatingmeinahug,atighthug..

Her:yesterdayIwaswaitingforyou..

Me:amsorryItooksolong..

Her:nahitsok,youtakinglongmeans

somethinghappened..Whatisit?

Ijustsmiled...



Her:ohHolyMarry!youguysare....are..

Inoddedbeforeshecouldevenfinish...

Her:amhappyforyou..wehavelongwaitedfor

thisMomemt..

Me:lol..Isyourdadin?

Beforeshecouldanswersomeguygotin,the

niggaweoncesawatthemovieswhoLeah

wentto,theonewithdreadlocksbutnotatthe

sides...AshegotinLeahstoodthereinshock..

Him:what'swrong?

Heaskedgettingclosertous..



Leah:whatonearthareyoudoinghere?

Him:cametoseeyou..

Leah:youwantmetobegroundedforlife?

Him:ofcausenotbutyourfatherandmother

arenothere

Ijuststoodthereandwatchedthem..

Him:hiamBrad,youmustbeKris..

Hesaidfacingme..

Me:yeah..

Him:amsorry,formybehavior..I'mnotalways

likethis..

Me:nahitsokBrad

Him:Ihopeamnotdisturbinganything..

Me:no..Iwasjustleaving..



Him:ok..IguessIwillseeyou

Me:yeah...byeLeah..

Her:bye..Iwillmakeituptoyou..

Me:dontsweatit..

Ithenwalkedout,wenttomycaranddecided

maybetojustgetBarry..Idrovetoher

house,andsamewayLeahwashappywhenI

gottoherhousethat'showBarrywas..Idrove

ustoBenshousethenpickedhimupthendrove

straighttosomeparkclosetowhereBenstays..

Welayonablanket..

Me:thisparkissoquite..

Itwasreallyquite,therewasn'talotofpeople..

Barry:yeah..cometothinkofitIhavenever



seenorheardofthispark..

Ben:itsnotthatmuchknown..that'swhy..

Me:ok....

Barry:ohKrisbeforeIforgetthere'ssome

restaurant,it'snewandisopeningtoday..soI

havesetupadate,sinceIfiguredthatyoudont

haveadateforPromIhavefixedyouone..

Me:wait..Ihave-

Shedidn'twaitformerespondbutinsteadshe

justpulledmetothecarwithBenbehindus..I

lookedhimwiththe"stopthis"lookandhejust

laughedwhileshrugginghisshoulders..

Her:youwillgowithBenwhileIfollowyouguys

behindwithBenscar..

ShethenwalkedtoBenscarwhileIgotinthe



passengersitinmycarandBentheotherside..

Hestarteddriving..

Me:Ihonestlyfoundmyselfadate..

Him:really?who?

Me:youwillseeandaboyfriendalso..

Him:Christ!Aboyfriend?Whosehe?Venus?

Me:whysuspecthim?

Him:andtherewegoitshimright?ItshimandI

knowit!

Me:yeah...andhewon'tlikethisonebit..

Him:soyouguysaredating?Officiallynow?

Me:yeah...

Him:wellamhappyforyou..Didhesayheloves

you?

Me:yeah..

Him:Ihopehemeansit...GuyslikeVenusare



justhardtoTamandkeepinline..

Me:meaning?

Him:wellthefactthathe'spopulargiveshim

accesstoalotofthings...youdug?

Me:areyousayingfuckingaround?

Him:yeah..butifhelovedyouthenIguess

nothingwillgowrong..

Me:yeah...Iguessso..

WhatBensaidhadmethinking,Ishegoingto

cheatonme?Butthenagainhe'smyboyfriend

andIshouldgivehimthebenefitofdoubtand

havefaithinhimbecauselikehemademe

promise,Iwillfightforourlove..Wearrivedat

thenewrestaurantafterawhile,withBarry

behindus...

Her:andwearehere



Me:BarryIhavesomethingtotellyou..this..-

Her:notimefortalkinghe'salreadywaitingfor

you..

Shesaidpushingmeinside.Westoodatthe

doorwhileshepointedathim..

Her:he'stheonewiththecapoverthere,and

he'snameisPrinceMaxwell..secondyear

Varsityguyand...andtherestyouwillknow

throughhim..Nowgo..

Me:wait...I..-

Her:Krisnoarguingjustgo..heswaiting..

Shesaidpushingmeinsidethe,iturnedtolook

atherandshewassignalingthatIshouldgo..

Shejustcouldn'tgivemeachancetotellherI

havealreadyfoundadate..AsIturnedaway



fromhertowalkovertotheguyjusttomake

herhappy..Shemighthavewentthoughalotof

troublejusttogetthisguy..SoIjustcouldn't

makeallhereffortsgoindrain..Iwilljusttell

herIalreadyfoundadateafter.AsIturned

awayfromhertowalktothatguyIbumpedinto

someoneheavilythatmybodymettheground..

MyeyesroamedaroundtoseewhoIhad

bumpedintoonlytorealizeitsVenus..Hewas

alreadykneelingbesidesme..

Him:hey,youok?

Me:yeah..

Isaidashehelpedmesit..

Him:areyousure?

Me:yeah..



Hehelpedmestandup..

Him:amreallysorry..Ididn'tseeyouthere..

Me:noitsmyfault,Iwasn'tlookingwhereIwas

going..

Him:anywaywhatareyoudoinghere?

Me:well..I...ummmh...

AsIwasstilltryingtogetastatementIsaw

Princecomingourway..Didhehavetocome

now?Barry!

ThemomenthegottousVenusgavehima

nastylookthatprovedtometheykneweach

otherfromsomewhereandtheyhadsomebeef.

Prince:Kris?



Hesaidlookingatme...

Me:yes..

Venus:babeIreallythinkweshouldgetgoing..

Hesaidashekissedme..Princejustchuckled..

Prince:soshesyourgirlfriend?

Venus:yeahandweareleaving..

HesaidpullingmeoutsideandwepassedBarry

whojuststoodwithhermouthhungopen..We

walkedtoVenus'scarinsilence..Icouldn'ttellif

hewasmadorhappy...Hetookaverydeep

breathwhenwegottohiscar..



Him:amreallysorryaboutthat..

Me:areyouguysenemies?

Him:youcanputitlikethat..butitsnothingbig...

Me:ifyousayso..

Him:IloveyousomuchKris,andIdontwanna

loseyou,notnownotever..Youthefirstperson

whoihaveeverlovedlikethisandyouhave

suddenlybecomemyworldinsuchashort

periodoftime..Ihaveenemiesoutthereand

knowtheywillalwaystrytobreakusbutaslife

aswestandfirmonourloveIbelievewecan

conqueranythingthatcanbethrownourway.

Amnotaperfectsomebody..Ihadalifebefore

youandIknowpeoplewilltrytousethatasa

weapontodestroyusbutpleasedontletthem..

Igenuinelyloveyousomuch..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hehuggedme,westayedlikethatforawhile



untilhe'sphonebeeped.Hetookitoutthen

checkedthecallerIDbeforedroppingthecall..

Me:whosethat?

Him:Jupiter...Iwillseeherathome..rightnow

itsourtimeandamnotgoingtojeopardizeor

takeourtimetogetherforgranted..Sowhatdo

youwannado?

Me:justliedown..

Him:ok..Iknowjustthething..Getinthecar..

Me:wherearewegoing..

Him:justgetin..

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotin..He

drovesomewhereuntilwestopedatsome

doublestoreymansion..Itsbeauty!Ihavenever

seenahousebeautifulasthatone..



Me:wherearewe?

Him:whereIlive..

Hesaiddrivinginside...

Me:yourpatent'shouse?

Him:yeah..let'sgetin..

Hesaidasheparkedandswitchedoffthecar..

Me:yourparentsarein?

Him:nah..wentonsomeTripatAustralia..

Me:Ihopeyounotlying..

Him:never..let'sgo..

Hegotoutofthecarandcametoopenthe



doorforme...Iwasreluctanttogetoffthecar

soinsteadofhimbeggingmehepickedmeup,

closedthedoorwithhisfoot..Thewayhe

carried,itwaslikeamafeather..

Me:Icanwalk,youcannowputmedown..

Him:youaremybaby,andIfeellikedoingit..

Igiggledshyly..

Me:Venus,amserious..Putmedown..

Heopenedthedoorignoringmeandwegot

insidethehouse.Godthedecor!Itwason

anotherlevel..itwassobeautiful...

Me:wow..thisissobeautiful..



Him:yeah..

Me:ain'tyougonnaputmedown?

Him:nah..

Hewalkedwithmetothesittingroom..Heput

medownonthecouch..

Me:finally!

Him:Icandoitagain..

Me:amgoingtorefuse...

Him:thatsalieandyouknowit..anywaywhat

canIgiveyoutodrink?

Me:noamok..

Him:Orangejuiceitis..

Me:Ididn'tsaythat..

Him:Iloveyou..nowletmegetyouyourjuice..

Me:Idont...



Isaidashewaswalkingaway...hestoppedon

histracksandturnedtolookatme...

Him:youdon'twhat?

Me:Ijustdont...

Hecametomeandstartedticklingme,I

laugheduntilmytummystartedtohurt...

Me:ok...o..ok..I..love..you..I..lo...loveyou

Hethenfinallystopped...

Him:andIloveyoumore..

Helookedatme..



Him:Ireallydo..

Hemovedhisfacetomineandourlipsmet..

Wekissedsodeeply..Itwasn'tlikeanythingwe

haveeverdone..Itwasmorelikeaconnecting

kiss..Wegotdisturbedbysomeoneclearing

theirthroat,Ipanickedpullingoutofthekiss...

HegotoffmeasIstoodup..ItwasJupiter...

Venus:hey,IbelieveyouhavemetKrismy

girlfriendandbabethisismytwinsisterJupiter..

Her:wehavemet...Itsnicetoseeyouagain

Kris..

Me:likewise..

Her:mindmestealingthisasswhoreyoucalla

boyfriendforaminuteorso?

Me:nahitsok...

Her:Venus..



Venus:can'tyouseeambusy?

Her:aminuteonly..

Shesaidpullinghimsomewhere..Isat

down,andjusttookthetimetoobservethe

house..Icouldnevergettiredofthebeautyit

held..Hecamebackafterawhile..

Me:everythingok?

Him:yeah..onlymyparentsaregoingto

postponetheirjourneytocomebackhome..

Me:thatssad

Him:itsnormaltomenow..

Me:amreallysorryaboutthat..

Him:asIhavesaidweletgotolive..Holdingon

tonegativethingshasneverhelped..

Me:yeah..



Him:sowherewerewe..

Me:thepartwhereyouaresupposedtogetthe

juice..

Hechuckled...

Him:okfine,letmegetjuiceformylady..

Hesaidwalkingout..Afterawhilehecame

backwithacanofHeinekenandaglassof

orangejuice..

Hehandoverthejuicetome..

Him:comelet'schillinmyroomandrelax..I

won'tdoanythingyoudontwantmetodo..

Me:ok..



Wegotupandwalkedtohisroom..Iwas

mesmerizedbythenovelshehad,Ireallylove

novelsbutnottothatextent..

Me:somuchbooks..

Him:Ireadwhenboredorstressed..

Me:wow...Ithinkamgoingtotakeafewhome..

Him:itsok...

Afterawhilewewerelyingonhisbed,withmy

headonhischest..

Me:youhaveareallybeautifulroom..

Him:amgladyoulikeit..sowhatwereyoudoing

atthatrestaurant?

Me:Barryhadsatmeonadate..Lasttimeshe

checkedIdidn'thaveadatetothepromsoshe

hadpromisedtosortitout...

Him:sothatwasyourdate?



Me:yeah...shedidn'tgivemeachancetotell

herIalreadyfoundone..butIwasgoingtotell

hertodayIswear..

Him:itsokbabe..Iloveyourhonesty..

Me:Ihatelies..

Him:ok..theonlyproblemIhadwasyour

exposedthighs...

Me:arewenowjealous?

Him:jealous?Please!

Me:yes...Youare..Itssocute..

Him:amnotjealous..Amjustaconcerned

boyfriend..

Me:youarejealous..

Him:saythatonelasttimeandseewhatIwill

dotoyou..

Me:YouareJealous..



Hepulledmeontopofhimkissingme

deeply..he'shandstravelledfrommywaistto

myassandsqueezed,Igaspedashecontinued

kissingmewhilesqueezingmyass..

.

.

BANDILE

.

.

Her:IheardAmericaisreallybeautifulwhenits

winter..

Me:yeah..youwannago?

Her:yeah..Yoursisterisalsocoming..

Me:Iwillsortyourticketsjust..-

Her:dontworrywegotthis...Wewillbeleaving

tomorrow..

Me:okandwhenareyoucomingback?



Her:afteraweek..

Me:ok,havefun..

Her:yeahwewill..bythewayBandileIhadbeen

meaningtotalktoyouaboutsomething..

Me:whatisit?

Her:awife..Andilebabyyouarenotgettingany

younger..youare24,asuitableagefor

marriage..Ithinkitstimeyousettledown..

Me:momplease...amwaitingfortherightone..

Her:therightone?BandileThulani..beserious..

Me:yesIvyThulani..

Her:heywena!Itsmomtoyou..

Me:yesmom..Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoobaby..Pleasetakecare..

Me:always..

Thenshehungup,andthat'smymom..Idont



regard24astheagetogetmarried..Ireally

nevereventhinkaboutmarriage..oranything

relatedtothatanywaybutmymomalways

mentionsit..AsIwasstillbrowsingonmy

phoneIheardaknockonmydoor..Iwentover

tothedoorandsurprisinglyitwasTheodore..

SomechickIusedtobangsomewhileago...

Shewasbeautiful,sexyandnameitall..but

definatlynotthemarriagetype..

Me:Theo..

Her:Bandile..canIcomein..

Me:yeah,ofcause..

Shewalkedin..

Me:yeah?

Her:Icametocheckuponyou..

Me:thatsreallyfunny..



Her:andshowyouwhatyouaremissing..

Shesaidtakingoffthecoatshewaswearing

leavingheronlyinherredLingerie..Shelooked

sosexy...

Shewalkeduptomeandkissedme.Ireally

don'tmindsometypicalwhoresthrowing

themselvesatmelikeshit..Imeanafterallits

freepussy..whosaysnotothat?

.

.
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MondaymorningIwokeupabitearly,didthe

usualroutinebutjustthistimearoundIdidn't

wearoversizedclothes.Iworemyhighwaist

rippedfadedbluejean,awhitevestbuttieditat

thefronttomakeitacroptop,abluecap,tied

mydenimshirtonmywaistandfinisheditoff

withaddidassuperstarsneakerthenIwas

goodtogo.ItookmynavyblueslingbagthenI

wentdownstairs..Dadwasalreadygone

becauseasusualIfoundLizzyalreadyeating.

Herjawdroppedwhenshesethereyesonme.

Her:HolyMoses!youlook...Jesusoutthisworld

hot..

Me:thankyou..



Isaidsittingdown.

Her:sowhoarewetryingtoimpress?

Me:imp...?What?noIain'ttryingtoimpress

nobody..

Her:isittheplanetguy...ummhVenus!yes

Venus..Itshimright?

Me:noandagainimnottryingtoimpress

nobody..

Her:ohh..sowhatnow?Youguysaredating?

Me:canyoupassmethesuger?

Her:ohhMy...youguysaredefinatlydating..

Details...

Ilaughed..



Me:yousoundlikeBarryandLeahnow..

Her:FYIagirlgattodowhatshegattodosoto

getinfo..

Me:wowFYI?Youalreadyusingsuchwords..

theworldiscomingtoanendlol..

Her:sooutwithitgirl...

Ilaughed..Suchcrazinessearlyinthemorning

surelydeservesanOscaraward..Itoldher

everything.

Her:ohhthatwassoromantic..

Me:yeah..Ijusthopesnothingcomesbetween

us..

Her:ofcausethere'sgoingtobethatsomething

thatwon'trestuntilyoutwobreakupbutdon't

giveitthesatisfaction..

Me:thatswhatItendtodo..



Her:good...

Wethenheardacarhooter..

Me:ok..Iwillseeyou..

Her:oksweety..haveagreatday

Me:youtoo..

Isaidgrabbingmyslingbagandwalking

outside.Iwalkedoutandfoundhimleaning

besideshiscar...

Him:wow!youlooksohotandBeautiful...

Me:thankyou..

Him:todaytheywillseeallmypropertythatyou

alwayshid..

Me:itwasboundtohappenanytime..



Him:dontgetmewrongbabe..I'mjust

territorial..

Me:Ihavenoticed..

Him:sohowwasyournight?

Hesaidpullingmeclosertohimuntilour

bodieswerecloselyagainsteachother..

Me:itwasok...

Him:sowasmine..Idreamtyou..

Me:ohhreally?

Him:yesreally..andguesswhatIwasdoing..

Me:what?

Hepulledmemuchcloseranddevouredmy

lips,Ikissedbacktryingtocatchuptohispace..

Hishandstravelledtomybuttandgrabbedit..I

wasstandingonmytoes,beingshortanddating

atallguysometimesisareallybigproblem..I



pulledoutafterawhile..

Him:this

Me:ohhyeah?

Him:yes

Me:ok..Ithinkweshouldgetgoing..

Him:orwecanjust..-

Me:dontevensayit..Nooneisbunkingschool..

Him:okMam..

Iletgooffhim,gettingoutofhisembrace..

ThenIturnedtogotothepassengersitashe

spankedmyass..

Me:whatthe??

Heignoredmelaughinggettinginsidethecar..I



wentinalsoandstartedhestarteddrivingto

school..

Him:ummhbabeyoudoknowangoingtoatrip

tomorrowright?

Me:Trip?Whattrip?

Him:ummhtherugbyTrip..Thefinal..Thefinal

matchwon'tbeplayedherelocalbutoutside

thetown..SotheTigersaregoingtoplaythere..

Me:ohh..Ididn'tknow..

Him:Ithoughtyoufriendstoldyou..

Me:no..theydidn't..

Him:okbutyeahwewillbeleavingtomorrow

earlyinthemorning..Arrivingthereatnightthen

weplayonWednesday,comebackonThursday..

ArriveatnightandsoIwillseeyouonFriday

thenSaturdaywegofortheevent.

Me:ummhok..Goodluck



Him:don'tbesadbabe..Iwillbebackbefore

youknowit..

Me:I'mnotsad..amhappyforyou..

OfcauseIwassad,Likewehavejuststarted

datingandhe'salreadygoingaway..

Me:Ihopeyouguyswin..GoTigersGo!

Him:yeah..wegonnawin..itsamust..

Me:yeah..

Bythenwewerealreadyparkedintheschool

premises.Westeppedoutofthecar,assoon

aswesteppedoutIsawJeremiahandother

Venus'sfriendswalktowardsus..

Me:ok..IguessIwillseeyoulater..



Him:yeahIloveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hepulledmeinforabriefkissbeforeletting

mego..IheardhisfriendswhistleasIwalked

awaybuttodaymyheartwastooheavytoeven

payattentiontotheStarr'sIwasgetting.As

soonasIgottoclassIfoundLeahsittingonmy

deskasusual..Iwentandsatonhers..

Her:hey

Me:hi..

Her:whydoyoulooklikeabereaved

person..whosedead?

Me:noit'snothingbabe..

Isaidgivingherabigfakesmile...shesmiled

back..



Her:ok,amgladbutifyouwannatalkknowam

alwaysthere..

Me:Iwillkeepthatinmind..

Her:I'mreallysorryaboutBrad..Ididn'tknowhe

wouldshowup..

Me:nahitsok...he'sbaeafterall..

Shelaughed...thenstoppedalongway..

Her:ok,nowamconvinced..What'swrong?Ican

seesomethingiswronganddontsayits

nothing..

Isighed..

Me:itsVenus,he'sgoingaway..



Her:ohhthetrip..lookbabeyoudonthavetofeel

sad,yourlifedoesn'trevolvearoundVenus'sass

sowegonnahavefun..TohellwithVenus..

Welaughed....

Me:yeah..weshouldhavefun..

Her:andthatsmygirl..maybewecandoasleep

over..atyourhouseofcause..

Me:thatsagreatidea...

Her:yeah..OhhBarryishere..

IlookedatthedoorandIsawher...Shewalked

tousandsatonLeah'sdesk..

Her:andwhydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Itriedto..youkeptonpushing..



Her:ohhGod..Ididn'trealize..Amreallysorry..

Me:itsok...

Her:soyouguysareofficiallydating?

Me:yeah..

Her:thatssocute..

Leah:yeah..andlookwhosehere..Thedeviljust

steppedin..

WeallturnedtolookanditwasAlice..walking

towardsus...Shewalkeduptous..

Her:Girls!

Leah:Alice..

Her:hiKris..Icanseeyoureallyhavegotten

usedtotheschool..

Me:yeah..

Her:ummhyougirlsnolongerfriendswithus?



Barry:andwhywouldyousayso?

Her:ohhyouractionssayotherwise..

Leah:whatactions?

Her:youguysnolongereatwithusorevensit

withus..

Leah:ohhthat..

Her:yesthat..anywaywewouldreallyforyou

guystocomeback..weusedtobeagood

combination..

Leah:goodcombinationIsee..

Barrylaughed...

Alice:wellIhopewereunite..seeyouguys

aroundToodles..

Shethenwalkedaway...



Me:ok,whatjusthappened?

Leah:okletmeelaboratethistoyou..sothereis

apartycalled"TimeoutParty"italwaysoccur

whenschoolscloseandsoonlysomespecific

peoplego..Ifyoudontgetinviteditmeansyou

arenotwelcome..Sosinceyouaredatinga

Tigercaptainautomaticallyyouareinvited..

ThiswasinventedbytheTigers..Soyoucan

inviteherbasicallythatswhyshewantsto

befriendyou..soyougetherainvitation..Shes

neverbeentoonethoseevenus..

Me:sowhat'sthebigdealabouttheparty?

Barry:wellbasicallyitstocelebrateschooltime

out..

Me:andthatsall?

Leah:yeah..

Me:andwhenIthoughtthisschoolcannotget

muchmorecrazierthanitalreadyis..



Theylaughed..

Leah:ThankGoditsourlastyearherethough..

Me:tellmeaboutit..

Soonthelessonshadstarted,thatwhole

morningIdidn'tseeVenus..evenonbreak..I

checkedthetablewereheusuallysitsandhe

wasn'tthere...AfterbreakasIwalkedtomy

nextlessonGeography..IknewIwouldseehim

there,obviouslybutIreceivedatextfromhim..

"Heybabe,Ihavebeenbusy..wearepracticing

andIknowitscrazytrustme..soyouwon'tsee

meInGeography..PleaseskipThescienceclub

todayandcometorugby..wannaspendthelast

fewhourswithyou..loveyouXO"



Iputmyphonebackinmybagandwalkedto

theGeographylesson..AssoonadIgotthereI

satdownonmysit..NotseeingVenuswas

depressingtobehonestbutIwastryingbyall

meansnottobedepressedbecauseafterall

mylifedoesn'trevolvearoundhim..The

lessonscontinued..Afterallofit,itwasschool

out..IwalkedtothescienceclubtoalertBen

thatIwon'tbein..AsIwalkedtherethedoor

wasclosedliketherewasn'tanyonein..AsI

turnedIsawBencomingmyway..

Me:hey..whyisitlocked?

Him:becauseitsMonday..remember..Wedont

comehereonMondaysandFridays..

Me:God..Iforget..Anywayhowareyou?

Him:amgood..youlookbeautiful..

Me:thanks..



Him:sowheretonow?Rugby?

Me:yeah..

Him:YourfaceisalloverFacebookand

Instagram..

Me:what?

Him:yeah...havingVenusasyourboyfriend

meansyoubecomeFacebook'sfavourite...Let

meshowyou..

HewenttofacebookwithhisphoneandVenus

hadmadeourpicwherewekissedbriefly

earlieronhisprofilepicture..Amsurehis

friendsaretheoneswhotookthepic..Ididn't

evenwanttoreadthecomments..

Me:Wow!

Him:yeah..butanywayhe'sluckytohave

someonelikeyou..



Me:yeah..ummhlookIwillseeyoutomorrow..

Him:yeah..bye..

Withthatwepartedways,Iwalkedtotherugby

groundandtherehewas,alonesittedatthe

teracebusyonhisphonewithhisT-shirtoff..

Hewassexy..hadnotatoo..Iwalkedtowards

him..HenoticedmewhenIwasalready

standinginfrontofhim....

Him:hey..

Me:hi..

Isatbesideshim..

Me:youguysarealreadydone?

Him:yeah..Imissedyou..



Me:metoo...youguysreallywanttowinIsee..

Him:yeah..Imeanthismeanssponsorshipfor

otherstudents..Soweneedtowin..

Me:ohh..wellIbelieveyouguyswillwin..

Him:thanksbabe..anywaywhatdoyouwantus

todo?

Me:well..Idontknow..youtellme..

Him:comeletmeteachyouhowtoplay..

Me:no!nonono!!

Him:youshouldseeyourface..

Me:amprettyIknow..

Him:youarebeautiful..MorethananythingI

haveeversee..

Me:ok..thatsalie..

Him:no,itsthetruth..ThefirsttimeIsawyouat

thisotherrestaurant..Youbeautykeptplaying

inmyheadandwhenIsawyouinthisschoolI

knewIhadtohaveyou..



Me:soyouprotectingmewaspartoftheplan?

Him:nobecauseIfeltsomethingforyouIknew

Ihadtoprotectyou..nomaterwhat..

Me:Wow..

Him:yeah...Iwillonedaytellourkidsaboutour

lovestory..itscute..

Me:yeahitis...

Him:oknowlet'sgosoIteachyou..

Hesaidstandingup..

Me:no..Isaidnoonthatone..forgetit..

Isaidfoldingmyarms..BeforeIknowitIwas

onhisshoulderandhewascarryingmeinside

theground...Heputmedownoncewewereon

themiddle...



Him:take..

Hesaidgivingmetheball..Themomenthe

handitoverIstartedrunningtowardstheline

heoncetoldmetorunto..butofcausebeforeI

couldgettherehehadalreadygotme..

Me:what?Howdidyoucatchupsoquickly..

Isaidlaughing..

Him:youwillneverknow..amafastrunnerand

youontheotherhandyouaresoslow..

Hepickedmeupuntilmylegswerewrapped

aroundhiswaistwithbothofusbreathing

heavily..



Him:inrugby..youneedtobeafastrunnerto

outruntheoppositionteam

Hewhispered

Me:ohhyeah?

Him:yes...

Ikissedhimandhekissedback..itwas

amazing..IevenWonderdidn'thegettiredof

carryingme..afterawhileIpulledout..

Him:let'sgoforadrive..

Heplacedmeonhisshoulderandwewalkedto

hiscar..Thereweresomefewpeoplewhowere



justlookingatus..Wegottohiscarandhe

placedmeinside..Hewenttodriverssitandhe

droveout..Wedrovearoundjusttalkinguntilhe

parked2housesbeforemine..

Me:amseriouslygoingtomissyou..

Him:metoo..

Me:Iwishyoudidn'thavetogo..

Him:Thisisthelastgamewewillbeplaying..

Me:ohh..

Him:yeah..Ihopeyoubehavewhilstamgone..

Me:obviously..Ialwaysbehave..

Him:good..nowgivemeakiss..

IgiggledasIleanedtowardshimandkissedhis

lips..Wekissedashecaressedmythighs..He

pulledoutafterawhile..



Him:I'msofuckeduprightnow..

Hesaidlookingdownonhispantsandhewas

hard.IfyoucouldimaginehowuncomfortableI

got..God..itwasreallyuncomfortable...andI

guesshenoticedsomehow

Him:dontbeshy..thisisallyoursbabe..

Me:yeah..

Isaidlookingdown..hechuckled..

Him:okIloveyou..Iloveyousomuch..Iwillcall

youtomorrowwhenIleaveandalsocallwhenI

landthere..

Me:ok,Iloveyoutoo..



Ibrieflybrushedmulylipsoverhisbefore

gettingoutofhiscarandrushinghome.WhenI

gottothegateIlookedbackandhe'scarwas

stillinthesameposition.Iwavedathimbefore

gettinginsidethehouse..GodknowsIevenfelt

likecrying..WhenIgotinsideIfoundLizzy

cooking..

Me:hey..

Her:sweety..howwasyourday?

Me:itwasok..letmegoandliedownabit..

Her:areyouok?

Me:yeah..

Isaidgoingupstairstomyroom..

AssoonasIgotthereIthrewmyselfonmybed



andjustclosedmyeyes..Iwasdisturbedbymy

phoneringing,ItookanditwasSam..

Me:hey..

Him:kid..

Me:where'smyS8?

Him:itscomingdontworry..Anywayhow'syou?

Me:amgoodyou?

Him:amok..soIseeyouhavedumpedJesus..

Me:what?

Him:yourboyfriendJesus..

Me:noIdidn't..

Him:ohhsoVenusisthesidedish?

Me:howdidyou..-whotoldyouaboutVenus?

Him:niggataggedyouonyourkissingpicture

together..

Me:ohhh..



Him:yesohhh..sotellme..where'sJesusnow?

Me:aiiiJesusdumpedmeafterItoldhimIhave

acrazybrotherlikeyou..

Helaughedsohard..

Him:ohhwow..DidyoutellyourVenusabout

me?

Me:obatlaatshaba?(youwanthimtorun

away?)

Him:osematla(youarestupid)

Me:sowhere'stheIndian?

Him:shesthere..

Me:good..Iwouldn'tmindhavinganIndian

sisterinlaw..

Him:marriageisthelastthingonmymind..

Anywayhow'sschool?



Me:schoolisokhey..

Him:okay,soreasonIcalledyouisbecause

Alexaskedmetotellyousomething..

Me:whycouldn'tshetellme?Imeanwetalkon

WhatsAppalmosteveryday..

Him:itsbecauseshesscared.

Me:ok,soundsseriousbutanywaywhatisit?

Him:ummhshesdating..

Me:Wow!!Thats..niceIguess..Shenevertold

me..

Him:itgetsbetter,shesdatingyourfriend..

Me:myfriend?

Him:Tshepang..

Ilaughed..

Me:oknicejoke..



Him:serious..thatswhyshesscaredtotell

you..she'sdatingyourbestfriend..

Me:what?

Him:yeah..soagethoughtitwillbebetterifItell

you..

Me:ohw...

Him:oksoyeah..ummhIhavetogo..wewilltalk..

Thenhehungup,mymindwasfrozen..Alexand

Tshepie?Wow!Laterwehaddinnerbutmy

mindwasfaraway..ImmediatelywhenIgotto

mybedIslept...ThenextmorningIwokeup

feelingmuchmorebetter..Ihadthoughtabout

itall..ForthepastmonthseversinceIcameI

noticedhowAlexisalwayshappywhenwe

talk..IguessTshepiereallymakesherhappy

andI'mnotgoingtostandbetweenher

happiness..I'mnotgoingtobethatkindof

sister..Thenitallmadesense,thetimewhen



Alexsaidshehasafriendwhosedatingher

sistersfriendmeaningshehadbeentalking

aboutherself..EvenTshepiesaidIknowthe

person..IdidmyusualroutinebutbeforeI

couldleavemyroomIcalledAlexthrough

WhatsApp..Shepickedup..

Her:hey...

Me:hi,howareyou?

Her:well..I...I'm..ok

Hervoicesondedasifshesnervous..

Me:lookAlex,Iloveyou..youaremysisterandI

careaboutyoumorethananything..Your

happinesscomesfirsttome...andifTshepie

makesyouhappythenI'mhappy..

Her:what?Imean..you..youapprove?



Me:yeah..

Her:ohhmyGodIwassoscared..Ithought..-

Me:Iwillrefuseorthrowalegandahalf?Look

amhappyifyouarehappy..

Her:Iloveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..justdontdothingsIwouldn't

do..

Her:jeezKris..Pleasedontgivemethesextalk..

Me:Imgoingto..afterallI'myourbigsister..

Her:okok..nowtellmeaboutthehotguyyou

werekissing..

Me:leaveFacebookthingsatFacebookwena..

Her:waitIjustwanttoknowthe..-

Me:okIloveyou..bye

ThenIhungupbeforegivingherachanceto

evenrespond..Imademywayupstairsandas



usualLizzywasalreadyeating..Iatetoobefore

leaving,assoonasIgottoschoolIreceiveda

textfromVenus..

"Ihaveleft,Ihopeforasafejourney..Ummh

yesterdayIrealizedyouforgotyoudenimshirt

inmycar,wellIhaveitwithmejusttoremind

meofmypreciousdiamondIhaveleftbehind

whichisyou..Ialreadymissyoubabe..Iwillcall

whenIland..IloveyouKristinMacverdana.."

Itookadeepbreathbeforefacingthisday

withoutVenus..Itbrokemyheartthathewasn't

herebutthenIhavetogetusedtonothaving

himaroundallthetime..Iwalkedtoclass..The

restofthedaywentwell..Itriedtojustputmy

mindintothelessons..AfterschoolIwentto

thescienceclubandimmediatelyafteritIwent

straighthome,therewasn'tareasontostick

aroundinschoolanyway..AssoonasIgot



homeHopingtofindLizzybutshewasn't

in..thoughtherewasanote..

"Willbehomewithyourdad..youcanorderyour

ownfood"IsighedasIthrewmyselfonthe

couch..Istartedbrowsingthroughthe

channels..Justtryingtolookforsomethingto

watch..Afterawhileofnotfindinganythingto

watchImadeafruitsaladwithyoghurt..Then

wenttomyroom,layonmybedeatingmyfruit

saladwhilstbrowsingonFacebook..Mypicture

withVenusreallywentviral..Imusthavefallen

asleepbecausewhenIwokeupmybodywas

shakingindicatingsomeonewasshaking

me..openingmyeyesIfoundLizzylookingat

me..

Her:ummhyouarelate..

Me:what?



Her:itsaround9

Me:shoot!ohGod...ohMyGod..

Isaidjumpingoutofbedandwenttothe

shower,tookaquickshowerandwhenIcame

backIfoundLizzylaughing..

Me:what'sfunny?Wait..whyarenotatwork?

Her:itsaholidaytodayKris..

Me:what?

Her:yeah..itsaholiday..

Me:ohhthatswhyVenusisplaying

today..becauseitsaholiday..Ididn'tknow..

Her:yeahIfigured..Youshouldhaveseenyour

face..

Me:ohGodIwasalreadyscared..



Isatdownonthebed..

Her:amsorry..Anywaysoplans?

Me:no..notyetanyway..ummhLizzyIwanta

favour..

Her:okwhatisit?

Me:ummhthere'sthiseventamgoingwith

VenusonSaturday..SoIwantedyoutoaskdad

toletme..

Her:whenwillyoubeback..

Me:amsurebefore2200hrsIwillbehome..

Her:ok..Iwillseewhattodo..

Me:ohhmyGodthankyou..

Her:sodoyouhaveanoutfitfortheevent?

Me:nah..butIwillfindsomethinginmycloset..

Her:Ithinkweneedtogoforshopping..

Me:ok..letmechange..



Iworeabodyhuggingmidthighbluedress,with

ablueconversethenfinisheditoffwithacap.I

reallylovewearingacap..Lizzyalsoworeamid

thighjeandress,denimsneakerandfinishedit

offwithcap..

Me:welookliketwins..

Her:beautifultwins..

Aswewerestilllookingatourselvesonthe

mirrormyphonerang.Iwenttoitanditwas

Venus..

Me:hey..

Him:babe..I'msorryIcouldn'tcalllastnight..I

wasmadlytired..

Me:nahit'sok..



Him:ok,howareyou?

Me:amgoodyou?

Him:I'mmissingyou..ummhbabelookIhave

to..willcallwhenIhavetime..Iloveyou..

Me:Ilove...-

Andhehadalreadyhungup,Ilookedbackat

Lizzywhowaslookingatme..

Me:weshouldgetgoingright?

Her:yeah

WetookafewpicsforFacebookthenheaded

out..WegotinmyLamborghini.Wedroveto

somefewmallsanddidsomeshopping,itwas

alreadyalmostlunchtime..



Me:ummhtheresthisnecklaceIsawatthis

othershop..

Her:okcool,youwillfindmeinthisrestaurant..

Me:okcool..

IleftherpackingourshoppingbagsintheBoot..

Irushedtothatshop,purchasedthenecklace..

WhenIwaswalkingbacktothecarIbumped

intothisgirlwhowascarryingtomany

shoppingbagsthattheyevenfell..

Me:ohhGodI'msosorry..

Ihelpedherpickuptheshoppingbags..

Me:I'mreallysorry..

Her:no,itsok..itsmyheadthat'salloverthe

place..I'mlost..



ShesaidlaughingandIjoinedher..

Me:itslifeithappensbythewayamKristinbut

callmeKris..

Her:Mbalienhle..MbalienhleThulane..butcallme

Enhle..

Me:okEnhlesowhereareyougoing?

Her:wow!yousaidmynameperfectly..

Me:wellbecauseI'mfromBotswana..

Her:SA..wellamgoingtothisrestaurantbythe

nameof...ummTheSmith'sIthink..

Me:ohh..wellyouluckyamalsogoingthere..let

mehelpyouwithyourbags..

Westartedwalkingtotherestaurant..



Me:soyouschoolhereorjustvisiting?

Her:welljustvisiting..

Me:ok..

Her:jeezyousoBeautiful..

Me:youtoohey..

Shegiggled..Bythenwewherealreadynearthe

restaurant..

Me:ummhletmeputthisnecklaceinmycar

thenIwalkyoutotherestaurant..

Her:OK..butamnotexactlygoingtothe

restaurantamgoingtothatwhiteMercedes.

Me:ok

Wewalkedtomycar,whenwegottoitI

unlockedputtingmynecklaceinside..You



shouldhaveheardthewayshescreamed..For

momentthereIthoughtshejustsawaGhost..

Her:ok..tellmethatsnotyourcar..

Me:ohhthis,itsmine..mydadgaveittome..

Her:holyJesus!Mybrothergattoseethis..but

youlookyoung..

Me:yeah..am17turning18in5days..

Her:wowandyoualreadydrivingsuchabig

car..youshouldseethecarIuse...Mybrother

gattoseethis..ummhdoyoumindmetakinga

picofyouandyourcarright?

Me:nahitscool..

Shetookbothmeandmycarapic..

Her:wow!yourdadmustbefilthyrich!



Me:heis..anywaylet'sgo..

Wewalkedtothecar..Assoonaswegotto

thatcarsomewomanwhoresembledhergot

out,nodoubtshewasthemom..

Her:ohhmyGodIthoughtyouwerelost..

Enhle:Iwas,thanksGodforsendingmethis

humanangel..ummhKristhisismymom

Ivy..momthisisKris..

Me:itsnicetomeetyouMam

Her:ohhthankyouforhelpingmydaughter..

Me:amgladtohavehelped..

Her:youhavesuchabeautifulheartandyou

yourselfyouarebeautiful..

Me:thankyou..

Enhle:shesreallybeautiful..UmmhIwillbehere

untilSaturdaysohowaboutwehangout..give



meyournumber..

Igaveittoher..

Me:Idon'tknow..maybewecandodinner?

Enhle:perfect..ummhtomorrow?

Me:ok,I'm game..

Enhle:ok..

Me:ummhMamitwasnicemeetingyou..

Her:havegooddayDarling..

IthenwalkedawaybutIoverheardthemtalk..

Ivy:suchabeautifulcalmgirl

Enhle:perfectforyourson..



TherestIdidn'thear,Iwasfar.Iwantedto

laugh..somepeoplearejustopenminded..I

walkedintotherestaurantandLizzywas

alreadyeating..

Her:whattookyousolong?

Me:Ihelpedthisothergirlwhowaslost..

Her:oh..that'sniceofyou..

Me:yeah..AndImethermom..thefewseconds

wetalkedtheyalreadythinkamperfectforthe

son..lol

Lizzylaughed..

Her:thewayyouaresobeautiful..Iwouldalso

thinkso..

Me:thatscrazy..

Her:itstrue..maybetheirsonwillbeyourfuture



husband..

Me:thatwon'thappenaslongasVenusisthere..

Her:youreallylovehimdontyou?

Me:morethananything..AndIwon'tletsome

sonoutthereruinus..

.

.
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TherestofthatnightIlayawakeonmybed

waitingforVenus'scallbuthedidn'tcalloreven

text,Ieventriedcallinghimbutitalwaysledme

tovoicemail.IwasabitdisappointedallI

wantedtoknowwasiftheywonbutseemslike

otherwise.Isleptatlast,thenextdayIdidmy

usualroutine.Arrivingatschoolthesameold



thinghappened.Itwasnowaroundbreaktime

andIwassittingwithBarryandLeahasusual.

Barry:IheardtheTigerswon..

Me:theydid?

Leah:yeah..itwasalloverFacebook..

Me:Ididn'tgetonFacebookyesterday..

Barry:ohhbutanywaytheydidwinandthey

evenhadtheirowncelebration..

Me:celebration?

Barry:yeah..theythrewaparty..likeasmall

celebration..

Leah:butthepicturesonFacebookprovedother

wise

Me:ohhmaybethatswhyhesphonenevergot

throughyesterday..

Leah:possibly..



Barry:IsawSamanthainoneofthepicturers...

Me:whoseSamantha?

Leah:ohh..ummh..that's..somegirl..sheusedto

schoolhere..

Icouldseethewaytheygotuncomfortable

indicatedtheywasmoretowhattheywerejust

lettingon..

Me:comeonguys...youguyscantellme

anything..Wearefriendsright?

Barry:shesanobody..JustVenus'scousin..

Me:ohhIguesstheyhadfun

Leah:yeah..

WeateastheytalkedabouttheTigers..After

breakwewenttothelessons..Theywerethe

samebutjustfeltabitweirdwithoutVenus.I



wasprettysurehewouldcallafterschoolbut

theoppositehappened.Myheartwas

broken,whywasn'thecalling...Maybe

somethingwaswrongormaybe...maybehe

wasbusybutbusywithwhat?Iletitgotojust

preventmyselffromstressingovernothing..

Maybehe'stired..

"Yourmindisjustfaraway"

SaidLizzyasIwaswearingmyclothes

preparingforthedinnerwithEnhle..

Me:amok..

Her:youhavebeenstarringatthemirrorfor

somewhilenow..what'swrong?

Me:I'mjustbeingparanoid..Thatsall..letme

callEnhleandhearhowfarsheis..



Isaidtakingmyphonetryingtoavoidthe

conversation.Icalledherandshepickedaftera

while..

Me:hello

Her:hi,itsKrisright?

Me:yes,Iwantedtoaskhowfaryouare..

Her:amdone..wearemeetingatThesmiths

right?

Me:yeah..ummhIwillseeyouin20minutes?

Her:yeah

Me:okbye..

ThenIhungup..InoticedLizzylookingatme..

Her:Icanseesomethingisbotheringyou..



Me:itsnothing..Justthat..Amworriedabout

Venus..hehasn'tcalled..whatifsomethingis

wrong?

Her:howaboutyoutrytocall?

Me:Idid,itwon'tgetthrough..

Her:wellIcan'tpossiblygiveaconclusion..

Maybeyoushouldjustwait..

Me:youareseriouslynothelping..

Her:looksweety..Ijustthinkmaybeyouarejust

stressingyourselffornothing..Maybehewants

tosurpriseyouandthencallingyouwouldruin

thesurprise..

Me:youthink?

Her:yeah..nowstopsulkingandputonthat

smile..

Ilaughed,maybeIwasjuststressingover

nothing.Iworemyblackjean,blackT-shirt,



blackcapandblackchuckTaylor's.ThenIwas

goodtogo..

Me:youtolddadright?

Her:yeah..butmakesuretobehomebefore

2200hrs..

Me:yeah..ummhseeyou...

Isaidgrabbingmypaceandcarkeys..

Me:seeyou..

Isaidbeforeheadingout,asIdrovethereIwas

playingBeyonce'ssingAllNight..Imaysayit

mademeregainmypeacefulheart..Ijust

blockedVenusoutofmymindandjustfocused

onthedinnerthatIwasgoingtohavewith

Enhle.Sometimesoverthinkingthingswill



causeyoumoreheadachethanyoucouldever

imagine..

.

.

VENUS

.

.

Her:andwhenexactlyareyougoingtotellher?

ItwasJupiteronmycase..Iwasback..

Me:Jupiterplease..

Her:WhatVenus?Tellhertocomeover!

Me:canyougivemeabreak?I'mtired..

Her:Venus..Whatonearthishappeningtoyou?

Youruiningtheplanonagirlyoudonteven

love..



Me:I'mnotsosureaboutthatanymore..Ilove

her..

Her:noyoudont...you..youjustconfused..

Yeah..youareconfused..Youdontloveher..you

loveSamantha..Nother..

Me:Ithinkweneedtostopallthis..

Her:IthinkIneedtoremindyouwhyweare

doingthis..WearedoingthisbecauseTaylor

Macverdanakilledourmom..

Me:shehadnothingtodowithit!..

Her:butherfatherdid..Whyareyoubeinglike

this..Youpromisedwewoulddothisbefore

dadandDianacomesback..

Me:morelikedadandhiswife..

Her:lookIdon'tgiveafuckaboutDiana..we

talkingaboutmomhere..youcan'tbetrayher

Likethis..youcan'tlovethedaughteroftheman

whokilledhercoldbloodedly..

Me:youcallDiana"Mom"dontyouthinkthats



betrayingmom?

Her:itsnotthesameandit'sforkeepingagood

name..Venus..Iwastherewhenshegotkilled..

Hekilledher..

Shesaidcrying...

Her:youdontcareanymoredoyou?

Me:youknowidobutkillingKris..itsnotan

option..

Her:Vee..youagreedtotheplan..Thatwewould

sendsomeoneintothetoilets..youactallhero

sotogetherclosetoyou,pretendyouloveher

thenwestrike..Whenonearthdidyoustart

lovingher?

Me:Jupiterlook...Shesnotherdad..shes

innocent..Shehadnothingtodowithmom's

death..shedoesn'tknowanything..



Her:Wow!WowVenus!

Me:Ithinkweshouldletthisgo,likedadsaid..

Her:wellifyouwanttoletgoyourownMoms

death..doso..butasforme..Iwon'trestuntil

TaylorMacverdanafeelsthepainofloosing

someonehetrulyloveswithhiswholebeing..

Me:yousoundlikelikeaLunatic..

Her:Lunar?Wow!sosuddenlyIsoundLikea

crazypersonbecauseIwanttodowhat'sright

formom?Really?

Me:areyoudrinkingyourpillsJupiter?

Her:whywouldistop?

Me:thewayyouacting..Youknowitsvery

dangerousforyounottotakeyourpillsJupiter..

Iloveyousomuch..youaremysister..Bipolar

canbeverydangerous..Rememberwhat

happenedthelasttime..

Her:I'mnotsick!



Sheyelled..

Her:I'mgoingtodowhat'srightformom..andI

haveexactlythepersontohelpmedosoifyou

won't..

Me:andwhosethat?

Her:someonewhooncekidnappedher..Anvil.

Me:Anvil?whosethat?

Her:theguywhooncekidnappedher..hewants

tohelp..

Me:howdidyouevenfindhim?LookJupiterif

youhurtasinglehairinherheadyouaregoing

towishthenightmomdiedyoudiedalongwith

her..

Her:isthatthreat?

Me:youwouldknowifItwaswon'tyou?Now

youandyourAnvilwillbackofforelseIswear



toGodJupiter..Youwon'tlikewhatwillhappen..

Isaidbeforewalkingouttomycar..Ihadto

findherbeforeJupiterdoes...Ifanythingmy

sisterdoesn'tbluff..ifshesethermindto

somethingshewilldefinatlydoit..Itookmy

phoneandtriedCallingKrisbutherphonejust

rangunanswered..Shitwasabouttodown..real

bad.IevenwonderwhyIhadagreedtothe

ridiculousplanatfirst,yesfirstitwasallpartof

theplanbutalongwayIstartedloving

Kris..maybenoteverythingImighthavetoldher

onhowIfeelwasn'ttrue..maybethelakething

andthewholeidealofkeepinghersafewasa

liebutthenallIknowisIreallydofeel

somethingforher..Thatoneistrue.Idofeel

badforplayingherlikethat,shealsoseemed

desperateeitherwaybutthenagainIplayed

her..andnowIhaveasisteronthelose..Shit

wasabouttohitthefan



.

.

KRIS

.

.

IgottotherestaurantandIfoundEnhlealready

in..

Me:hey..amsorryamlate..

Her:hey..wowyoulookbeautiful..

Me:sodoyou..

ShewasWearingaaformalhighwaistwhite

Pencilskirt,awhitecroptopandwithhills..She

reallylookedbeautiful..

Her:didIoverdress?

Me:no,youlooksplendid.



Shesmiled

Her:sohowareyou?

Sheaskedaswesatdown..

Me:welli'mgoodyou?

Her:I'mok..

Me:sohowareyoufindingLA

Her:Iloveit..somanyshopswithbeautiful

clothes..Ifeellikeshoppingthewholetown..

Welaughed..

Me:wellIcanrelate..



Her:sohowlonghaveyoubeenhere?

Me:afewmonths..

Her:wow!ok..SoSadamgoingbackon

Saturday..Idowishtostayabitlonger..

Me:what'sstoppingyou?

Her:mymomonlybudgetedforaweek..

Me:thatssad..

Her:yeah..tellmeaboutit..

Me:sowhatdidyourbrothersay?

Iaskedtryingtoknowandcheckwhatexactly

shewasthinkingaboutmeandherbrother..

Her:IsenthimthepiconAppandsurprisingly

hedidn'treply..Myconclusionisthathedoesn't

evenwantmetothinkaboutit..niggaisso

stingy..



Ilaughed..

Me:youwillbefine..

Her:Idoubt..so..-

Shewasdisturbedbyherphoneringing..

Her:speakingofthedevil..

Shesaidanswering..Iguessitwasthebrother..

Shedidn'tevensayawordbutherfacial

expressiontoldmesomethingiswrong.She

hungup..

Me:what'swrong?

Her:I...ummh..Iforgotmy...ummh..my



mom..she..ummh..sheneeds

help..she..she..shessickatthehotel..

Me:ohhthat'sbad..

Her:yes..ummhcanyou.-

Me:ofcause..let'sgo..

Wewalkedoutsidetomycar,hermindseemed

allovertheplace..Shedirectedmetothehotel

butshewasconstantlylookingatthereview

mirrorlikesomeonewasfollowingher..

Me:areyouok?

Her:yeah..

Shesighed...Wegottothehotel..Wehurried

insidetotheroomandgettingthereIgotthe

biggestshockofmylife.Mymindstarted

racing.Whatwasgoingon?Myheartbeatwas

beatingfast..Ilookedathimbackingaway..to



thedoor..Ihadtogetoutofhere..

Me:what'sgoingonhere?

Enhle:Bandilewhoseindanger?

Hejustlookedatme,andallIsawwasthe

monsterwhokidnappedme,shockmewith

Eletricity..ThatsallIsaw..Ifelttearsroll..this

couldn'tbehappeningnotagain..

Him:nooneisgoingtohurtyou..

Me:Iwanttoleave..

Him:itsdangerousoutthere..

Me:theonlydangerhereisyou!

IsaidgettingthedoorandthemomentI

touchedthedoorhandlehealreadyhadhis



handsonme,IwantedtoscreambutsuddenlyI

lostmyvoice,hewasgoingtokillmeandthis

timehewasn'tgoingtostopatanything..He

shutmymouthwithhishandastears

streamed.."Godpleasehelpme..Ican'tdie,not

likethisatleast"

Him:Idon'twanttohurtyou..butyourboyfriend

mighthaveamotive..

Enhle:youguysknoweachother?

Him:thisisnotthetimeEnhle,lockthedoors..

HecommandedEnhlewhoquicklywenttothe

doorandlockedit..

Her:what'sgoingon?Wheresmom?

Him:sheshasbeentransferredtoanother



room,dontworryabouther..shesok..

Her:isitoneofyourenemies?

Him:no..butherfather's..

IwantedyoScreamyouarelyingyouscumbag

buthe'shandwasstillonmymouth..Probably

avoidingsomedramaifIscream..

Him:lookKris..thistimeamnottheonewho

wantstohurtyou..thegoalposthave

changed..itsyourboyfriendandhissister..

Apparentlyyourdadaccidentallykilledtheir

mombyacar..sotheyareoutforrevenge..

Hefinallyremovedhishandfrommymouth..I

knowVenuswouldneverhurtme,helovesme

butwhatwouldBandilegainfromlyingtome?



Me:youarelying..You-

Him:callhim..

Me:what?

Him:CALLHIM!

Me:whatpossiblytellsyouIwilldoasyousay?

Him:inorderforyoutoknowthetruthcallhim..

Istoodtherenotknowingwhattodo..Icould

senseaheartbreakcoming..Icouldfeelit..my

heartwasbeatingfastnotbecauseIwas

scaredofBandilebutmorebecauseIwas

scaredofwhatifit'strue..Thenallthelovehe

claimedwouldhavebeenalie..Icouldsensea

stormofheartbreakcomeanditwasgoingto

crushmerealbad.Iwasn'tgoingtosurvivethis

onebutwhatifhe'slying?Whatifbothheand

hissistersetmeup

Him:goahead,callhim..andjustsay"Iknow

everything.."Thenthiswillproveifamlyingor



not..

Ilookedathim,thisisthesameguywhohurt

me..Whywashedoingthis..Ididn'tknowwhat

tobelieve...Itookmyphonewhilelookingat

him..dialedVenus'snumberandputthephone

onmyearwithshakinghands.Hepickedup

afterawhile..

Him:hey,Ihavebeentryingtogetholdofyou

Isobadwantedtoaskquestionslikeareyou

ok?didyouguyswin?Isobadwantedtohear

sayhelovesmebutwhatifthelasttimewas

thelasttimeIheardit?

Me:IknoweverythingVenus..Iknowaboutyou

andyoursister..



Him:babe..

Me:Iknow!

Iyelled,Isoundedstupid.Ipromisedtofightfor

ourrelationshipbuthereIwaslisteningtomy

worstnightmare,theguywhoturnedmylife

upsidedown..Iwaitedforhisresponseholding

mybreath..

Him:lookbabeIcanexplain.Whereareyou?

Thiswasabigmistake..AndoutofallofitI

loveyouKris,IreallydoIknowitdoesn'tseem

sobutIdo...yourfatherkillingmymomhurt

JupitermorethananythingsoSheaoutfor

revenge..Sheaskedformyhelpandbecause

shesmysisterIhadtohelpher...butthatwas

beforeImetyou...YesIpretendedtoloveyou

butIreallydonow..i-



Icuthimshort..

Me:you...youpretended?

Him:Ipretendedtoloveyoub..-ohhshit!you

didn'tknow..

Me:youpretended...you...youdontloveme..you..

Him:babelisten..

BythenIhadletthephoneslidonthefloor,the

wholeworldstopped,myheartbrokeinto

smallerpiecesIcouldn'tevenbringtofix..Ilet

putacry..Whydidallthepainlikeme..couldn'tI

havepeace?Whydidhurtlikefollowingme?I

foundmyselfcryinginBandilesarms,Ireally

didn'tcare...itallwasjusttoomuchforme,Idid

wishtodie..EventhoughmeandVenushad

onlybeentogetherforadewdaysbutIdidlove

him..andheusedmylovetohisownadvantage..

Ididn'tunderstandwhyhewouldwannahurt



me..Ididn'tkillhismom..IcrieduntilIcouldfeel

Iwasrunningourofbreath..Ittooksomewhile

tocalmdown..

Me:I...Iwannagohome..

Isaidmorelikewhispered..

Him:Idontthinkitsagoodidea,Imeanyour

killersarestillonthelose..

Enhle:Idontkowwhat'sgoingonbutIagree

withBandile..Krisyou-

Me:Ijustwannago..

Imanagedtosaywithtearsstreaming...Aftera

whileBandiledecidedtodropmewithhiscar

whileminefollowedwiththisotherguywho

wassupposedlyadriver..Hedroppedmeat



home,themomentthecarstoppedIgotoffand

gotinsidethehouse,hurriedtomyroomand

lockedthedoor.Iwasn'treallyinthemoodfor

companysoIjustlayonmyfloorasIcriedmy

eyesout..willIeverbehappy?willIeverlivea

normalhappy,peacefullife?

.

.

.

**ToBeContinued**

Guysthere'snoEletricitysoamtryingtosave

mybattery..

Sothisfollowing2weeksIwillbebusywith

ExamssomeaningIwillbescarce..Iwillpost

whenIcanbutIwillmakesureitsalonginsert

sotomakeup..Ifnotduringtheweekthen

possiblyweekendsbutassoonasamdone

withexams...it'saholidaysomeaninginsert



everyday..Loveyall
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NeverinmylifehaveIeverthoughtthatIwould

gothroughsuchpain,neverinmylifehaveI

everthoughtmylifewouldturnoutlikethis.

Cryinghassuddenlybecomemybestfriend

becauseitseemsthat'sallIdolately.Ithought

Venuslovedme,IthoughtIsawthelovehehad

formeinhiseyesbutIguesshe'saverygood

actorforIbelievedeachandeverywordhesaid.

Itwassohardtodigestthathedidn'tloveme

butwhatIknewwasthatIneverwanttosee



him.Itallfeltlikeanightmare,allthathehad

toldmewasnowjustuselesswordstome

whichdidn'tmeananythingtomeanymoreand

itbrokemyheartintosmallerpieces.Itwas

alreadyonSaturdayandallIeverdidwasjust

sleeponmybed..Ididn'tgotoschoolyesterday,

Ididn'twanttoseehim..IwassittingwithLeah,

Itoldherallthathappened..Icouldn'ttell

Tshepie..Idon'twanttostresshimmore..

Leah:anduntilwhenareyougoingtolieonthat

bedandcry?Soonyourdadisgoingtoknow

somethingiswrong..

Ihadtoldmydaditsperiodpains,didn'targue

thatmuchwithmeonit..

Her:cryingandlyingonyourbeddoing

practicallynothingisnotgoingtohelpyoubut



itsgoingtomakeyouworse..

Me:Ijustwanttosleep..

Her:youaregoingtowakeup,bathandweare

goingtogoout.Wearenotgoingtoletalow

lifelikeVenusderailourlives..lookKrishe

doesn'tdeserveyourtears.Himandhiscrazy

sistertheycanallgotohell!Andbesidesyou

aretoobeautifultobehurtbyamereguylike

Venus..

Me:Ireallydon'tfeelbeautifulrightnow..

Her:yeahbutitwillbebetterafteryoubath..

Shesaidpullingmetothebathroom..Assoon

asIgottothebathroomIstrippedmypyjamas

offthenwentunderthehotshowerasIlettears

fall.NomatterhowmuchItriednottocry,no

matterhowmuchItriedtobebravebutthis

hurtmorethananything....Heusedmyloveto

hisownadvantage..WasIthatmuchdesperate



thatIcouldn'tevenseetheliesinhiseyes?Was

Ithatmuchtooblindnottoseeit?Itook

roughlyabout20minutesundertheshowerjust

stressingmymind..thenafterthatIbathed.

AfterbathingIwalkedoutwithatowelwrapped

aroundmybody...SurprisinglyLeahwasstill

seatedonmybed.

Her:atlast..dressup,wearegoingsomewhere..

Me:Leahplease..

Her:nopleasedressup..wedon'thaveallday..

Shewasn'tbackingandIknewthattoowell.I

wenttomyclosetandtookoutanoversizedT-

shirtandanoversizedjean..

Leah:youain'twearingthat,eventhoughyou

alwayslooksexyandallbutthere'snowayyou

aregoingtowearthat..



Shesaidcomingtomycloset.AfterawhileI

wasdressedinaonearmlacyjumpsuit.

ThoughitwasLacybutitwasn'tasee

through,theonlyaseethroughwasonmywaist.

Shedidn'tdomuchonmyhair,justsprayedit.

Sheputdarkpurplelipstickonmylips,painted

mynailspurple.Shemademewearpeeptoe

Guccihillsandfinishingitoffwithapace..Idid

lookbeautifulbutitwasn'twhatIwould

probablywearonmyown..

Me:Wow!

Her:youlookbeautiful..Andnowwegoodtogo..

Shesaidpullingmebymyarm,wewent

downstairswereIfoundLizzywaiting..

Lizzy:Wow!



Me:howdoIlook?

Her:sobeautiful..ThanksLeahforgettingher

outofherownprison..

Leah:that'swhatfriendsarefor..

Lizzy:yeah..ummhIwillseeyouguyslaterthen...

Leah:yeah..

Me:bye..

WewenttoLeah'scar.Shewasplayinggood

lifebyKehlaniandG-Eazy..Weweresilentand

theonlythingthatmadenoisewastheradio

andhersingingalong..Wedrovetothisother

building..

Me:wherearewe?

Her:comelet'sgetin..



Shesaidgettingoutofthecar..Ifollowedher

inside..

Me:what'sthisplace?

Iaskedasshewasalreadyknockingonsome

door,avoiceinstructedustocomein.The

momentwegotinIsawawomanwholooked

likeanolderversionofLeah..Iguessshewas

themom..

Her:youguyscame..

Shesaidasshestoodupandwalkeduptous..

Leah:yesummhmomthisismyfriendKrisand

KrismeetmymomJulianMackenzie

Me:itsnicetomeetyouMrsMackenzie..



Her:thepleasureisallmine,Leahalwaystalk

aboutyou..

Me:goodthingsIhope..

Her:ofcause..

Leah:ummhKrismymomisatherapistanda

socialworkersoIbroughtyouheretodayasa

caringfriendsoyoucantalktosomeonebefore

drivingyourselfcrazy..

Ijustlookedather,Ididn'tneedashrinkallI

wantedwastojustbealoneandhandlethismy

way.YesIwasmad,madbecauseIdidn'twant

toacceptthefactthatIwasheartbroken,mad

overthefactthatIhadtodragLeahandher

momintomymess..

Leah:hey..don'tcry..IdidthisbecauseIfeltit

wastimeyoutalkedtosomeone..Butitsokif

youdon'tfeelcomfortable



Me:no..Thankyoufordoingthis..

IwipedmytearsthatIdidn'trealizewere

streaming..

Me:thankyoufordoingthis..Ihavebeentelling

myselfIcanhandlethisbutguessIcouldn't...

Shehuggedme...

Her:Iwillwaitforyouinthecar..

Me:ok

Shethenwalkedoutleavingmewithhermom..

Her:ummhyoucansitKris..



Isatdown...

Her:pleasedontfeelscared,considermeasa

prefessionaltherapistnotLeah'smomand

keepinmindthatwhateverwediscussherewill

bekeptonlybetweenus,itwillstayonly

betweenus..

Inodded...

Her:ok..nowwearegoingtostartbyyoutelling

meaboutyouryourself..

AtfirstitwashardbutasIgotmore

comfortablewithherIletitallout..Toldher

abouthowIconstantlyfeltoutofplaceat

school,howitalwaysaffectedme,how

sometimesIwishedIwasblack..howI

sometimeswishedtojusthavenormalbrown



eyes.ItoldheraboutTshepie,myfriendship

withhimeversinceform1,myfamily,Bandile

andVenus..

Her:didyougetoverwhathappenedbetween

youandBandile,didyougetoverthekidnapping?

Me:IthoughtIcouldmoveon,IthoughtIwasn't

goingtostopmylifewhilehiscontinuedsoI

pretendedeverythingwasfinejustsotomove

inpastit..

Her:howdidyoufeelwhenyousawHimafew

daysago?

Me:allthepainIhadbeentryingtoburrydeep

withinmecameback,alltheanger..

Her:andVenus?Doyouthinkyouwillever

forgivehim?

Me:Idon'tknow...hehurtmebeyondmeasure...

Her:ok..ummhwewilldothisagainnextweek

Saturdaysametime..fortodaywearedone..



Me:but....ain'tyousupposedto..Idon't

know..helpmetoknowwhattodo?

ShesoftlyLaughed..

Her:Ican'texactlytellyouwhattodo,youare

theonlyonewhoknowswhattodo..I'm only

goingtohelpyoudealwithyourproblems...

LikeforexampleIhavepickedupthefactthat

youholdontoomuchonnegativeenergy,you

holdtoomanygrudgesandnotbecauseyou

can'tforgiveandletgobutbecauseyoudon't

wantto..Iwantyoutogohome,relaxandwhen

youcomebackIwantyoutoanswerthis

questionforme..Isitreallyworthit..Isthe

angerandpainyoucauseyourselfreallyworth

it..

AfterawhileIwaswalkingbacktothecarand



MrsMackenzie'squestionwasstuckinmy

mind..GettingtothecarIgotinandjustlay

back..

Leah:and?Howdiditgo?

Me:notthewayIexpectedittobutok..

Her:amgladyouaremakingprogress..

Me:yeah..metoo..

Her:ummhI'msohungryrightnow,howabout

wegoforlunch..

Me:yeah..

Shedroveustosomerestaurant.Weordered

andjustwaitedforourorder..

Her:sowhatareyourplansfortheholiday?

Me:I'm goingforsomeTripwithdad..hesays



hewantstodosomefather-daughterbonding..

Her:wow!Iwishmydadcandothattoo..

Me:ishethatstrict?

Her:beyondbutIguessitsbecausehelovesme

andwantwhat'sbestforme..

Me:yeah...whataboutyou?

Her:wellnothingmuch...

Me:nowIwishyoucouldjoinus..matteroffact

whydon'tyoujoinus?

Her:andruinthefather-daughterbonding?No..

Me:comeon..Iwillspendtimewithmydadand

alsowithyou..Ican'tpossiblysayallthe

holidaywewillbestillbonding..

Her:Iwilltalktomyparentsandseeiftheycan

letme..

BeforeIcouldtalkfurtherIgottonguetiedby

Venuswholookedstraightinmydirection..He



walkedtowardsuslookinggoodasalways..

Him:hiLeah,Kriscanwetalk?

Leah:shedoesn'twanttotalk..

Him:Leahplease..

Leah:whydon'tyoujustgo?youwanttokillher

likeyourlittleplan?IthinkIshouldcallthe

police,wecan'thaveakillerinourpresence..

Venuslookedatmewithpleadingeyeswhilein

theotherhandLeahwasfumingwithanger..

Me:Leah..

Her:Kristhisguyhashurtyou,hedoesn't

deserveeventalkingtoyou,he'sdangerto

you..whoknowshismotive?



ShewasrightbutontheotherhandIwantedto

hearVenus'sexplanation..DeepdownIwasstill

hopingthisisabigmisunderstanding..

Me:ifamnotbackin5minutesthencallthe

Police..

Her:amcounting,andifyoudarehurtheryou

willwishyourmomabortedyouwhileshe

could..

ShesaidlookingatVenus,ImustsayIhave

neverseenthissideofLeah..Iwalkedoutwith

Venusandwestoodinfrontoftherestaurant..

Him:Iknowrightnowyouviewmeasamonster

andIunderstand.Yesatfirstitwasallaplan

andpretencebutthenalongwayIstartedto

loveyou,tocareaboutyou..Yourfather

accidentallyranonmymomafewyearsago



andshewaswithJupiterbythen...Idon't

exactlyknowwhathappenedbutJupiterdoes

becauseshewastherewhenithappenedandit

affectedhermorethananyonebecauseshe

wantedyourFathertogotoJailbutyour

father'slawyersprovedotherwise.Thefirst

timewemetIhadn'tknownbythenIonlyknew

afterJupitertoldmeaboutyou..KrisIloveyou

somuch,Iknowmaybeyoudon'tbelievemebut

babeplease..

Me:youliedtome,morethanonce..youhurt

me..youbrokemyheart...Idon'tthinktherecan

beuseverbecausewhoknowsmaybethisisa

planyouplannedwithyoursistersotogetback

withmethenstrikewhenI'mallrelaxed..

Him:Kris....Jupiterisatthehospital..Youcan

checkI'mnotlying..Shehasbipolarandshe

wasn'tdrinkingherpillssoshe'satthehospital..

Thisisnotaplan..Thisisthetruth..Iloveyou..I

willdoanythingjusttoprovethat..



Ilookedathimcarefully..Hedidlooksincere

butthenthat'swhatIthoughtatfirst...

Me:I'msorrybut..-

Him:Kristinplease..Youaretheonlyperson

whoIhaveeverlovedlikethis,begginggirlsis

notmythingbuttodayI'mgoingtobeg

becauseIloveyou...YouaretheonlyoneIlove..

Hekneeleddownbeforemedrawing

unnecessaryattentionthatIdidn'twant..

Me:Venus..whatareyoudoing?standup..

Him:youaretheonlygoodthingthathasever

happenedtome..IknowImessedupbigtime

butbabeallI'maskingisforonelast

chance..pleaseKris..



Icouldseehiseyeswerealreadyred..Icould

seehewassincerebutitdoesn'tchange

anything..

Me:Ineedspace..allofitistoomuch..its..-

Hestoodup..

Him:ifspaceiswhatyouwantthenIwillgive

youspace..butpleasepromisemewewillmake

uswork...youwillgiveusonelast

chance...please..

Hewasaskingfortoomuchandeventhough

helookedsincerebutIjustcouldn'tanymore....

HecameclosertomeuntilIcouldfeelhis



breathagainstmylips..AshewasstillthereI

hadsomeonecallmynamethatIsteppedback

andsurprisinglyitwasEnhlewhostoodinfront

ofthiscarandwithBandileleaningagainstit...

Hewaslookingstraightatus..

Venus:whosethat?

HeaskedasEnhlewalkeduptous..

Me:she'safriend

Him:canIseeyoutomorrowifpossible?

Me:Idon'tknow...butIthinkitwillbebestifnot...

IsaidwhileEnhleapproachedus..

Him:Iwillcall..



HesaidwalkingawayhurtandeventhoughI

wasunsureabouthimandIbuthimsadhurt

me..

Enhle:hey..Wow!youlooksobeautifuland

sexy..allmeatintherightplaces..

Ilaughed...

Me:hey..

Her:Idon'tknowwhathappenedbetweenyou

andBandilebutyoushouldknowIdidn'tknow

youguyskneweachother..

Me:no..itsok...

Her:Iwouldlikeustostayfriends..



Me:Iwouldalsolikethat..

Her:friendsIguess..

Shesaidhuggingme...

Her:yeahsoI'mgoingbackhometoday..

Me:ohw...that'ssad..

Her:yeah..IwishIdidn'thavetogobutlifeis

whatitis..

Me:ok,Ihopeyoucall..

Her:definitely..YouknowforamomentthereI

hadthisperfectthoughtofyouandmybrother

butafterIsawhowyougotscaredwhenyou

sawhimIjustthrewtheideaoutthroughthe

window..

Me:amgladyoudid..



Shelaughed...

Her:yeah..ummhwewilltalkright?

Me:yeahandhaveasafejourney..

Her:yeah..

Wehuggedonelasttimebeforesherushedto

thecar..Istoodtherelookingatherandwaved

heronelasttimebeforeshegotinsidethecar..

OncetheyweregoneIwentbackinsidethe

restaurant..IfoundLeahalreadyeating...

Her:andwhowasthatgirl?

Me:she'safriend..

Her:whatdidVenussay?

Me:hewantsanotherchance..



Her:lookKris..Iwantyoutoknowsomething...

Venushasagirlfriend..Samantha..Andthey

havebeentogetherforyearsnow..andno

matterhowmanytimeshefucksaroundhe

alwaysgetsbackwithhisgirlfriend..

Me:butithoughtyouguyssaidthisSamantha

girlwas.-

Her:yeah...IoncelostafriendafterItoldher

thatherboyfriendwascheatingonlybecause

theboyfrienddenieditallandpointedouthowI

wastryingtobreakthem..sothistimeIwanted

todothingsdifferently..Iwasgoingtomake

sureyoufindoutonyourown..

Me:ok..

Her:andIwellaccordingtomeIthinkVenusis

notgoodforyou..andI'msureyoudon'twant

thedramaSamanthacandishout..becausethat

whorehasalotofshittodishout..



Ilaughed...

Me:yeah..

Her:butanydecisionyoutakeknowIwill

supportyou..

Me:Thankyou..

Her:noweatupsowecango...

Istartedeatingwhilstshetoldmeallabout

Brad..Sureshedidlovethisguyandtheway

shewastalkingprovedhelovedhertoo..Why

couldn'tthesamehappentome?Whydid

thingshavetobealwaysdifferentwithme?

.

.

BANDILE

.



.

WehadarrivedinCapetown,Iwasgoingto

sleepovertonightthengotomyhousethe

followingday...AndIhadEnhleonmycase..

MomwasinfrontofuswhileEnhlenaggedme..

Her:whatdidyoudotoKris?

Me:whycouldIpossiblydotoher?

Her:didyouseethewayshefreakedoutwhen

shesawyou?

Me:lookjuststayawayfromit..

Her:shecouldhavemadeagoodgirlfriend..

Me:forwho?Yourmalefriends?

Her:don'tbenutsforyouofcause..

Me:she'sakidandthere'snowayIcanever

lookatherlikethat...Herbrotherismyenemy..

Her:doyoualwayshavetohavedrama?



Me:maybeifyoustopbeingdramaticinmylife

thenmaybeforonceIwon'thavedramainmy

life..

Her:shecouldhavebeenthebestthingthathas

everhappenedtoyou...

Me:shehasaboyfriend..

Her:theonewhowantstokillher?

Me:yes,theoneshewassmoochingwith..

Her:thewayyousaidthat..

Me:what?

Her:yousoundLikeajealouscrush..

Me:don'tbepathetic..I'mjusttryingtopointout

thefactthat,thatguyisnotgoodforher...ifhe

oncetriedtokillherthenwhoknowswhathe

candoworse..

Her:andyouwanttoplayhero?

Me:no..Ihavebetterthingstodootherthan

lookingaftersomeonewhoissmartasKris..



Sheknowsthedangershe'sinwiththatguybut

shestillchoosestobearoundhim...it'sher

choicenotmineallIdon'twantisyougetting

attachedtoherdramathat'swhyIcamenow

canwestoptalkingaboutthatgirl?

Her:soyouactuallycametosavemenother?

Him:yes..shecandoasshepleasesforallI

care..

Her:Ithoughtyouhadcometosaveher..

Me:youthoughtwrong..

WewalkedtothecabwithherstillquiteIguess

tryingtodigestitall.Iwassopissed..pissed

becauseafterItoldherhowmuchthisguyhas

abadmotiveonhershestilllet'shimcloseto

her..Whatonearthcouldn'tsheseeexactly?As

soonaswegotwheremomandEnhlestayedI

excusedmyselftotheroomIalwayssleepin

wheneverIcomeover..



IcalledMax,myfriendandweusedtobeina

crewtogetherbeforewedissolved..Meandhim

wecomelongway..Buthedoesn'tstayherehe

staysbackinAmerica..

Him:bruh!

Me:eversinceyouwentthereyouhave

forgottenus..

Him:saystheguywhowashereyesterdaybut

didn'tbothertohitmeup..

Me:Iwasonamission..Ineedahugefavour

fromyou..

Him:Iknewit..whatisit?

Me:Iwantyoutokeepacloseeyeonsomeone

thereforme..

Him:who?enemy?

Me:no...somegirlcalledKristinMacverdana..



Him:whatthefuckbruh?Taylor'sdaughter?

Me:oneandonly..

Him:Ihopeit'snotwhatIthink..

Me:noshe'snotmygirl..

Him:goodbecauseifyouwanttostartwargo

afterhisdaughter..

Me:no..butjustkeepaneyeonher..Iknowher

fatherisbutkeepamuchclosereyeonherand

makesuresomeguycalledVenussheschools

withstaythefuckawayfromher..

Him:ok...butthenagainwhydoyouwantto

keephersafe?She'snotyourbusiness..

Me:Iknowbutthere'snothingwrongwith

keepingheroutofdangershealwaysattracts..

Him:okfinebutbruhpleasedontgoforthat

girl...Taylorwillkillyou..

Me:Idon'tlikehereitherway...

Him:good..wedon'twantunnecessary



problems..andontopofthatshe'sSam'ssister..

Me:keephersafe..

Him:justtellingyouinadvance..

Me:Iknow..

ThenIhungup..KristinwasmoreshitthanI

everimagined.Andonemorethingisthateven

ifIhadfeelingsforherthere'snowaywecould

betogether..

.

.

KRIS

.

.

ItwasnowSunday,aroundlunchandwewere

seatingonanoutdoortablehavinglunchat



homewithdadtalkingaboutthetrip.

Dad:wearegoingtobegoingonaboat

cruise,forlike45minutesbeforewereachthe

Smalltownwearegoingto..

Me:that'sexciting..

Lizzy:yeahandIcan'twait..

Dad:sotodaywearegoingtodrivetosome

hotel,wesleeptherethentomorrowmorningwe

gototheboat..

Lizzy:andonemorethingKris,wearegoingto

bestayingthereforthewholeholiday..

Ireallydidn'tcareifistayedforthewhole

Holiday,aslongasIwasawayfromhereI

couldn'tcaremore..

Dad:andIwantyoutoknowyouarefreeto



inviteafriend..Idon'twantyoutogetbored..

Me:really?

Him:yeah..soifyouhaveafriendinmindIthink

youshouldcallhernowsoshecanget

ready..andyoualso..packsummerclothes

becausewherewearegoingitssuperhotand

there'sabeachsoIthinkyoumightliketopack

somethingforthatalso..

Me:rightonit..

Isaidstandingupandrushingtomyroom.As

soonasIgotinmyroomIcalledLeahwho

didn'ttakelongtoanswer..

Her:myparentssaidyes..

Shescreamedassoonassheansweredthe

call..



Me:andmydadsaidweareleavingtoday..

Her:today?

Me:yeahsopleasepackyourbagsbecausewe

areleavingtoday..andonemorethingdadsaid

there'sabeachtheresoweshouldpack

relevantclothesforthat..

Her:ohhmyGod

.thisissoexciting..

Me:tellmeaboutit..

WetalkedsomemorebeforeIdroppedthecall..

IalsotookthatmomenttochatwithTshepieon

WhatsAppandofcauseavoidingtotalkabout

Venus...

Around1700hrsweweredrivingtoLeah's

house,shetextmesayingherdadalsowanted



tospeakwithmydad..Wegottherewithme

givingdaddirectionsofcause..Assoonaswe

gotinsidetheyard,Leahwasalreadywaiting

outsidewithherbagandbesidesherwasher

parents..Asmyparentsgotinsidetheirhouse

withherparentswestayedbehindchatting...

Her:Ididn'tthinkmydadwasgoingtoagree

thatmucheasily..

Me:maybeyourmomconvincedhim..

Her:wellifshedidI'mglad..Ihaveafeelingthis

isgoingtobethebestholidayever..foranew

start..

Ihopedandprayedthatitmaybeanewstart

forme..Allthisyearmylifehavebeenaroller

coasterandforonceIwashopingforjust

peaceandhappiness.AndonemorethingIwas

sureabout..Therewasnevergoingtobeand



Venus..andthatIwassureaboutnotafter

everythingthathappenedespeciallyforthefact

thathehasagirlfriend..Itjustputthelastnail

onthecoffinandIcouldn'tdoitanymore!I

won'tcontinuehurtingmyselflikethis..because

Venuswasn'tworthmytears..

.

.

VENUS

.

.

Him:youlooklikeshit!

Me:IfeelLikeit..

ItwasJeremiahonmycase..Wewereathome

inmyroom..

Me:howisJupiter?



Shewasinhospital..Hernotdrinkingherpills

ledherthereandapartofmesaysshe

deservesitbecauseifitwasn'tforherthen

possiblythiscouldn'thavehappened..

Him:yoursisterisinhospitalbutyouhaven't

evenoncevisitedher..

Me:dadiscoming..Hewillvisither..

Him:whatexactlyisgoingonhere?

JeremiahknewaboutJupiter'sconditionandhe

haveaccepteditbutwhathedoesn'tknowwas

Jupiter'splanofkillingKris..HowtheheckdidI

evenagreetothat?Maybeit'sbecauseever

sincemomdiedIhavemadeitmypriorityto

makeherhappyevenifitwentagainstallodds

andprinciples..



Me:don'tworry..

Him:anywaywhere'syournewsidedish?

Me:sidedish?

Him:Kris..consideringthefactthatyouhavea

girlfrienditmakesherasidedish..

Me:Imessedupbigtime..

Him:withwho?Samantha?

Me:no..WithgirlIlovemorethananything..

Him:yesandthat'sSamantha..

Me:no..itsKris..

Hejustlookedatmewithhisjawdropped..

Him:waitwhat?

Me:yeah..andIhavelosther..

Him:what?butIthoughtSamanthawastheonly

girlyouloved..



Me:notanymore..

Him:Wow!

Me:yeah...

Istoodupandwalkedtomybathroom,Istarred

atmyreflectiononthemirror..Ididn'teven

recognizewhoIwasanymore..Eventhough

KrissaidsheneededspacebutdeepdownI

knewIhadlostherforever..Andithurtsobad

thatIevenfeltlikesleepingandnotwakingup

ever..Ijusthopewhoevershe'sgoingtobewith

realizeshowmuchspecialsheis..Ihopehewill

beabettermanmorethanthatIcouldeverbe..

.

.
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Pain,tears,pain,tearsandPainagainandthat's

life,filledwithtearsbecauseunbearablepain

thatalwayshastostrikedeepinyourheart

whereithurtsthemost,feelinglikedying,

alwaysfilledwiththethoughtsof"willtheymiss

mewhenI'mgone?Willtheyfinallyremember

howmuchIwashurtingwhenIpulledthefake

smile?WilltheyfinallyfeelwhatIfeltthat

time?willtheycare,willtheycry?"Everytime

whenpainhitsyouhardthat'swhatgoesonin

themindandyouwillfeellikesuffocatedin

eachandeverysecond,minisecond..Every



thingwillfeelsowrongbutwhat'sworseis

holdingontothepain,becausethefeelingof

suffocationwontgoawayastheheartstill

bleedsdeeplybutisitworthit?Isthepain

worthyourdeath?Yourownsoulcrushingdown

duetothepainthatishelddeepwithin..Isit

worthit?

IshutmyeyestightlyasIputmypendown,Ifelt

tearsstreamandyetagainyoufailedtohold

thembackKris!Ithought...Ihadbeenwritingin

thediarymymomboughtmelastyearonmy

birthdaysayingitssomethingIcanusetoput

downmyfeelingslikehowgirlsdoitthis

days,shehademphasizedbecauseI'mnotthat

kindofpersonwhowouldjustblurtoutmy

feelingstoanyone,maybetoTshepiebutnot

alwaysasIhatetobeaburdentohim.I

laughedsoftlytomyselfasitfinallyclickedin

mymindwhatJulianwassaying,yesitdidnot

makesensethatmomentbutnowIgetwhat



shewassaying"isitworthit,holdingthepain?"I

feltstupidasIrealizedhowmuchittookmeto

solveasimpleproblem..ThemoreIheldonto

thepainthemoreIletitbreakme,themore

everythingfeltlikepain..WhatBandileputme

throughwastraumatisingandIheldontoit

becauseIhatedhim,Ihatedhimbeyond

anythingelseandIstilldidbutmaybeitwas

timetoletgo..Venushurtme,he'smyfirstlove

anditsuredidhurtbutholdingontoitwillbring

muchmorepainthanwhatalreadyisthere."I

justwannaloveyou,Iwannagiveyoumyall

beforeeverythinggoeswrong"Irememberhis

wordsasIhadheldthemclosertomyheart..

Beforeeverythingwentwrong..anditdidgo

wrong.AsmuchasIpromisedtofightforusno

matterwhatbutthiswasjustbeyond.Hetold

mehelovedme,acountlesstimes.Toldme

howmuchhecaredaboutme,andIbelieved

himandwouldyoublameme?Helooked

convincingandIfeltmaybewehadthe



connection,Ithoughthefeltittoobutturnsout

it'stheopposite..Heliedforwhatreasons?

Becausemydadaccidentallykilledhismom.

EvenifVenussayssomewherealongwayI

startedlovingyou,Imightbelievebuthis

actionsprovedtomethathewoulddoanything

forhissisterbecauseoftheunconditionallove

hehasforherandbelievemeitsnotwrongbut

okfinelet'ssayhe'stellingthetruth,sowhatif

somedayJupiterislike"I'mkillingmyself

Venusbecauseyouhavechosentobewith

daughterofthemanwhokilledmymother"

thenwhoisVenusgoingtochose?Itstough

andIdon'twanttocomebetweenhimandhis

family.ForwantingpeaceinmylifeIsetmy

heartfreetojustletgoofthehurtandpain.I

heardaknockonthetoiletdoorfollowedbya

voice"Kris,areyouok?Youhavebeenthere

eversince45inutesago"

ItwasLeah,wewerealreadyatthehotelwhere



dadsaidwewillbesleepingin.Iwillbesharing

theroomwithLeah..QuicklyIwipedmytears

awaystandingupfromthetoiletseat.Ihad

beenseatedinthetoiletforawhilenowjust

tryingtofigureoutmyself,givingmyselftheself

evaluationprocess.Iwalkedoutwithmydiary

inhand..

Her:jeezwhatwastakingyousolong?

Me:I'm..I'mok...

Her:withyoureyesred?

Ismiledwithtearsstreaming,Ismiledthrough

mytears..

Me:I'mfine..

Shesmiled...



Her:youknowyoucanalwaystalktomeabout

anythingright?

Me:yesandI'mgladIhaveyouasafriend,you

arejustperfect..

Her:andI'malsogladIhaveyouasafriend..

Shesmiledwhilehuggingme.Afterawhilewe

werelyingonmybedaswetalkedaboutthe

tripandthethingsweweregoingtodo..Ifelt

happyasactuallyIhadjustsatmymindfree

fromtheloadsofthoughtsIalwaysstore..

.

.

VENUS

.

.

Me:I'mgladyouarebetter..



Her:I'mgladyouarehere,toseeme..VenusI'm

sosorry...I'mreallysorry..

Mr:youaremysister..Icannevergetangryat

youforever..I'mgladyouarealright..

Her:sheleftyou?

Me:itslife..

Her:Imessedupdidn'tI?Ijustwascaughtupin

howherfatherhurtourfamily..Itfeelslike

yesterdayandIjustfeltlikeweneedtomake

herpay.

Shesaidastearsstreamed,everytimemy

sisterletherconditionoutofcontrolshemess

upbigtimeandonethingIknowwellisthatshe

willmakesuresheapologizesincerelyforit.

Me:wellitsinthepastnow..eventhoughithurts

butIwillgetoverit..



Her:weallknowthat'salie..YouloveherandI

don'tthinkthere'sachancethatyouwillget

overthepersonyoulovethemost

unconditionally..Ihadseenhowyouwerewith

herthelastfewweeks..

Him:wellIlosther..

"Butyoucanfindheragainandwinherback"

Avoicesaidmakingmeturnandsurprisinglyit

wasJeremywithJordanah..Ismiled

involuntary..

Me:lookwhatthecathasdragged!

Jeremy:whyareyoutalkinglikesome

abandonedrat?

Me:ain'tIanabandonedrat?

Jordanah:whoabandonedyou?



Jupiter:yourgreennowblackass..

Ilaughedandthisishowtheyarealways..

Jordanah:howareyoufeeling?

Jupiter:I'mbetter..

Jeremy:wholostwho?andwhy?

Jupiter:Venuslosthisgirlfriendbecauseofme

practically..

Jeremy:sonowwhat'sstoppingyoufrom

gettingherback?

Hesaidfacingme..

Me:she...wellsomeshitdidhappen..Alotof

liesbroughtbymeliterallybrokeus..

Him:andhereIthoughtifthere'sanyonewho

valuehonestyinarelationshipisyou..



Me:I..-

Jupiter:itsmyfaultlikeIsaid..Iputhimina

difficultposition,Imadehimlosehisdreamgirl..

Jeremy:shithappensitslife,youdon'talways

getwhatyouwantbutifitsagirlandshe'snot

yetmarriedthenIsuggestyoufightforher

beforeyoucompletelyloseherbecauseyouwill

livetoregretit..

Me:she...Sheprettymadeitclearaboutus..I

justdon'twanttoharassherandmakeherlife

moredifficultthanwhatitalreadyis..Iloveher

enoughtoseeheratpeace..

Him:andI'msureyoualsoloveherenoughto

loseherforeverandliveamiserablelifeforever?

Whydon'tyoutryagain?Trueloveonlycomes

oncealifetime..youloseitthenmaybeyou

mightconsiderofdoingwhat'sbestforher..

.

.



KRIS

.

.

Thefollowingdaywewentfortheboatas

promised,thehotelwesleptatwasoutoftown

andthentheboatcruisewasgoingtotake

about45minutestogettotheotherside.We

willbetravellingthroughariverthenwhen

arriveattheothersidewedriveforabout75km

likedadsaidsoitsabitfarbutitsarefreshing

journeythough.Theboatcruisewentwell,itwas

actuallymoreexcitingmorethanIhad

anticipated.Gettingtotheotherwefoundacar

waitingforusthere,dadexplainedhehadoneof

hiscarstransportedheresowecanfindsome

meansoftransport..Seatinginacarforalmost

2hoursormorewasoneoftheworstthings

thatIhaveeverexperienced.Westoppedat

somefewareasforrecess.Dadpulledupat

somebeautifulbeachhouse.Itwassobeautiful,



butnotmorethanthehousebackathome

thoughbutitwasbeautiful,Icouldseethe

beachactuallyandtherewereafewpeople

therewhoweresurfing.Wegotoffthecarwith

ourbags...

Dad:hereweare..

Leah:wow!sobeautiful...

Me:yeah..

Lizzy:wearegladyouguyslikeit..

Me:like?youmustbekiddingme..weloveit!

MeandLeahrushedintothehousewithour

bags,Iimmediatelychosearoomwhichhada

viewtothebeach..EventhoughIwastiredbutI

wasdefinatlyinthemoodforatouraroundthis

place..LeahimmergedfromthedoorasIwas

stillgettingusedtothisplace.



Her:wannacheckouttheplace?

Me:youreadmymind..Ofcause

Her:let'sgo..

WewentdownstairsleavingDadandLizzybusy

settlingdown..Wewalkedaroundthearea,even

wenttothebeach..Wewalkedatareas

surroundingourhousejustsotoknowalittle

onthisarea..Aswewerestillwalkingwe

noticedsomeguycomingrightatus,hewas

tall,abitbuffy,darkbrownmessyhairandblue

eyes..Icouldobservehimclearlyashewasthe

onlyonewhoactuallyGaveHisattentiontous..

Hewalkeduptous..

Him:Ray..

Hesaidbringinghishandforashake..Leah

shockhishandforafewseconds..



Her:Leahandthisismysister..Kris..

Him:youguysarenew?

Leah:yeah..

Him:holidaypurposes?

Leah:yes..

Him:ok..ummhI'msureyouguyswantatour

aroundthisareaandI'mmorethanwillingtodo

so..let'ssaytomorrow?

Leah:great!9latest?

Him:9itis..Doesshetalk?

HesaidtoLeah..

Ijustlaughed,Ididn'tevenrealizehowquietI

hadgottenbythesecond..



Me:Ican..

Him:youarereallybeautiful..

Ismiled..

Him:ohhwellgreat..seeyouguystomorrow..

Hesaidwalkingaway..

Me:thatwentwell..

Her:he'sgoodlooking..

Igaveheralook..

Her:what?Iwasjustsaying..

Me:Isee

Her:yeah..let'sgoback..



Wewentbacktothehouse,andassoonaswe

gotthereIwaswelcomedbymyphoneringing,

anditwasmymom..

Me:Mma!

Her:ontebetseakere?(youhaveforgottenme

right?

Me:ohwMma!Iwasgoingtocall..

Her:lies!Buthowaboutyoustartbyyou

explainingthatkissingpictureonFacebook..

Howdidsheseethat?momdoesn'tlike

facebookbecauseaccordingtoher..Facebook

isforSatanistpeople..shealways

emphasized..nowIwasinrealshitthanever...

Me:Icanexplainmama..



Her:keemetsegone(amwaitingforthat)

Me:I...ke..ummh..I...

Her:Kristin!

ShecalledmynamewithmuchauthoritythatI

feltmyskincatchcoldimmediatelyandmy

intestinestwist.

Her:Iwantthatnonsensegone.

Me:yes..

Her:anywayhowareyou?Yourdadtellsme

thatyouguyswentforsomeHolidayvacation..

Me:yes..

Her:Ihopeyouenjoyyourselfbaby..

Me:metoo..

Her:lookletmegetgoingsweetyandplease

Kristin..DontforgettheprinciplesItaughtyou,I



wantthatnonsenseonFacebookgone..Ihadto

findoutthroughmycolleaguethatmydaughter

isnowkissing..

Me:I'msorry..

Her:I'msureyouare,youshouldbe..anyway

bye..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore..

Shethenhungup,Icouldfinallybreath.Imagine

ifshewasnearmeshecouldhavebeatthe

crazinessoutofme..IlookedaroundandI

foundLizzylookingatme..

Me:hey..

Her:wasthatyourmom?

Me:yes..

Her:howisshe?

Me:shealmostbeatmethroughthephonefor



someshitonFacebook.

Her:lolanywaywearegoingtoeatatsome

restaurant..Let'sgo..

Iwalkedoutbehindher.Indeedwewenttoa

restaurantthatnightwereweate.Thefoodwas

amazingtobehonest.Aftereatingwedrove

backhomeandslept..Ithadbeenalongday..

ThefollowingdayLeahwokemeup..

Me:whattimeisit?

Her:its8wakeupandbath..Idontwanttokeep

Raywaiting..

IslowlygotupthenwenttothebathroomthatI

wassharingwithLeah.Itookaquickshower

andwhenIcameoutfromtheshowershehad

alreadychosenclothesforme..Ablacktight



seethroughcroptopwithablackbikinibra,a

blackbikinipantyandablackbumshort..Iwore

themandpracticallyinotherwordsIwasnaked

thoughIdidlookgood.

Me:toomuchskinreviewed..

Her:youshouldonlybewearingbikinissotrust

me..youarefinelikethat.Shegavemesome

sunglassesassheworehas.Shewasdressed

inabluebikinibra,bluebikinipanty..Icouldsee

itasshehaddraggedherbumshortabitlow..I

woremyflipflops,tookmyphoneandwe

walkeddownstairswherewefoundLizzybusy

withbreakfast..

Me:morning..

Leah:morning..

Lizzy:morninggirls,goingsomewhere?

Leah:takingatouronthisplace..

Lizzy:breakfast..



Me:nowecoolpluswealreadylate..

Lizzy:ok..yougirlshavefun!

Me:weintendto..

Welaughedwalkingout.Arrivingatthebeach

wefoundRayalreadythere..

Leah:welate?

Ray:no..butyouguysready?

Me:yeah...

Ray:nicevoiceyou'vegatthereKris..

Ijustlaughed..

Ray:andbeautifullaugh..anywaylet'sgo..

Wewalkedwithhimuntilwegottosomecar..A

blackToyota4×4itwassohugeliketheones



usedattheracingsports..

Me:wow!

IlookedatRaywholookedlikehewasonhis

early20's..buthowcomeheownsabeastlike

this?

Him:so?whatdoyouguysthink?

Me:itsbeautifullylargeandbig..

Leahlaughed..

Her:Ican'tagreemore..

Him:ok..soyougirlslikeit..ummhlet'sget

going..

Me:wait..letmesendLizzythedetailsofthis



car..soincasewearenotbackearlyshecalls

thepolice..wedontknowyou..

Him:wellwhileyouonittellherthatyouare

withtheAvenueTown'slieutenant'sson

RaymondVogue..

Ilookedathim,thenIputmyphonebackinthe

pocket..

Me:ok..

Hechuckled..

Him:Ilikeyourcautious..Imeanonecanttravel

withsomeonetheydon'tknow...

Me:yeah..Imeanwhatifyouareaserialkiller?

Him:wellbegladI'mnot...I'mjustaregular

persongivingthemostbeautifulgirlsatour..

Ilaughed..



Me:wellhowaboutwestartitnow..

Wegotinsidethecarwithmuchexcitement..I

gotinthebackseatwhileLeahtookthefront

passengerseat.Hedroveusstraightintown

andwestoppedsomewhere...

Him:andthisisthetownCenter..

Ilookedaroundandtheplacewascrowded

withshops..peopleweretherebutnotinalarge

number.Wegotoffthecarandaswestarted

walkingsomewhereIsawVenus'si8pullup

besidesus..Ihopedandprayeditwasn'thim

butunfortunatelyitwashim,inflesh.Hegotoff

thecar..

Him:hey..



Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:canwetalk?

Me:Ithoughtwetalkedalready..

Him:Kristinplease..

IlookedatLeahwhohadthediscouraginglook

on..andRaywhowasconfused..

Me:ummhyouguyscango..wewillcatchup.

Leah:areyousure?..

Me:yeah..

ShewalkedawaywithRaybutIcouldseeshe

didn'tapprovewhatwasgoingon..

Him:ummhgetinthecar..please



Ireluctantlygotinandhestarteddriving..

Me:whereareyoutakingme?

Him:somewherewecantalkinpeace..

IheldmyphoneinmyhandandLeah'snumber

onspeeddial..ForsomereasonIdidn'tfeel

safearoundVenusanymore..

Hedrovetosomelake...

Assoonaswegottherewegotoff..

Me:howdidyoufindthisplace?

Him:don'tworry...itwasonthemap..

Me:ok..Youwantedustotalk..

Him:yeah..lookKrisI'msosorry..IknowI



messedup..and-

Me:Ihaveforgivenyou..

Him:what?

Me:Ihaveforgivenyou..I'mtiredofholdingonto

painfulthingsandsoIhaveforgivenyoubut

thoughthisdoesn'tmeananything..Ifeel

maybeyouneedtofocusonSamantha..

Him:Iwilldumpherbabe...Iloveyousomuch

Kris..allIneedisonelastchance..pleasesoI

justprovemyselftoyou..

Me:youwerecheatingontopofyourlies..

Him:IknowandI'mwillingtomakethingsright..

IloveyouandyoutheonlyoneIwant..

Heshutmeupwithakiss,apassionatekiss

thatIcouldn'tresist..Hebroughtourbodies

closertoeachotherasIlostmyselfinthekiss..



Ipulledoutafterawhile..

Him:IloveyousomuchKris..pleasegiveusone

lastchance..

Me:youtriedtokillme..youdon't..I...youjust..

Isaidgettingoffhisarmsandtearsstarted

streaming..

Me:youlied,pretendedyoulovedme..youbroke

meVenus..Ican't..Idontwanttohurtmyself

anymore..

Him:thelastthingIwanttoseeyoudoiscry

andknowingI'mthereasonwhyhurtsme..I'm

goingtogivespacebutonethingIcansurely

promiseyouisthatIloveyou..andI'mnotgiving

uponus!Never!



Hesaidwipingoffmytears..

Him:let'sgo...

Me:no..IwantLeahtoseethisplace..youcan

go..

Him:IbroughtyouhereandIhaveto..-.

Me:no,IwantLeahtoseethisplace..its

beautiful..

IsaidtakingmyphonetextingLeahthe

directionstothisplace..

Him:ok..ButIwillwaittillshegetshere..

Me:Venusyoudonthaveto...

Hejuststoodthere,afterawhileIhadcar

soundscomingourway..



Me:yousee..theyarehere..youcangonow..

Him:ok..Iloveyouok?

Me:ok..

Hesmiledgotinhiscaranddroveaway..there

wasafallentreeattheedgesofthelake,it

lookedlikethetreefeelinthelake.Igottoit

thenstoodonthefallentree'sbranchesthat

wereinthelake,thebranchesweretheonly

onesinthelackwhilethebulkwasonthelland

attheedgesofthelake..IthinkImisstepped,

thatIslippedfallinghardhittingmylegonthe

branch,causingunbearablepainsinkdeepand

fallinginthelake..Ifeltwatersuffocateme,I

couldn'tbreathandtomakemattersworseI

couldn'tswimbecauseliterallyIdidn'tknow

howto..IfeltmysoulleavemybodyasIsank

deeperinthewaters..



.

.
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IcouldhearvoicesbutIwasn'tabletotellwho

theywerefor.Theatmospherefeltheavybut

mybodyfeltheavier.Nottomentionmyeyelids,



byallmeansItriedopeningmyeyesandthe

moreItriedthemoreIcouldactuallyhearthe

voicesmuchmorelouder.Thevoiceschanged

toasob,themomentmyeyesfinallyslightly

openedgivingmeablurvisiontheheavinessI

hadbeenfeelingwasslowlyfadingaway..I

lookedaroundandIwassurethiswasa

hospitalbed.Myeyescontinuedtoroam

arounduntiltheycameacrossLeahwhohad

herfaceburiedinherhandssilentlysobbing.I

clearedmythroateventhoughmythroatfeltso

dry..Quicklysheraisedherheadlookingatme.

Her:ohhmyGodKris..don'tyoueverscareus

likethat..I..letmecallthedoctor..

Shescreameddoctorandafterawhilesome

guywhoIbelievedwasthedoctoremerged.

Him:KristinMacverdana,howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mthirsty..



Leahrushedandpouredmewaterinaglass

thengaveme.AfterdrinkingIgavebackthe

cuptoher,Iactuallyfeltbetter..

Him:soyoudrowned..

Thatmomenteverythingjustcameback,I

softlytouchedmylegandthepainwasstill

therebutnottomuchandsurprisinglyIwasstill

inmyclothes.

Him:thankGodyouwerefoundquickly..ifthey

didn't..Idon'tknowwhatcouldhavehappened..

Me:Islippedandfell..

Him:wellthankgoodnessyouareok..

Me:howlonghaveIbeenhere?

Leah:acoupleofhours..Iwassoworried..

Shesaidasafewtearsdropped..

Me:I'msorry..



Her:didVenus..-

Me:no..hewasalreadygone..Ihopeyoudidn't

callhim..

Her:becauseIdon'thavehisnumberbutifIdidI

couldhave..

Me:no..itsmyfaultnothim..andIhopeyou

didn'ttelldad..

Her:becausemyphoneisoffbutifyoustayed

unconsciousforanotherminuteIwasaboutto

gohoneandtellthem..

Me:I'mreallysorry..

Her:youscaredme..

Me:where'sRay?

Her:wenttogetuscoffee..letmecheckupon

him..

Shesaidwalkingoutleavingmewiththedoctor

whowasbusyonmydripthewholetime..



Me:there'snodamagedonetomybodyright?

Him:wellyeahbutthere'ssomeonewho'sso

madrightnow,Ithinkyouneedtotalkwithhim..

Me:him?who?isitSam?

HetookHisphoneandcalledsomeone..

Him:take..Itsringing..

Itookthephonefromhimandplaceditonmy

ear,wasitSam?Afterawhilethepersonpicked

up..

Him:Max..

Mythroatwentdryagain,thissoundedlike

Bandile.Ilookedatthedoctorguy..

Me:who'sthis?



IaskedthedoctorguyasIremovedthephone

fromearhangingup..

Him:That'sBandile..

Ilookedathimmorecarefullythistimearound

checkingifhewasreallyadoctor..

Me:whotheheckareyou?

Him:I'madoctor..ButI'malsoBandile'sfriend..

HisphonestartedRinging,hetookitand

answered..

Him:she..I..-ok

Him:heseriouslywantstotalktoyou..

Me:wedon'thaveanybusinesstogether..so

definatlywehavenothingtodiscussasfaras

I'mconcerned..

Him:yougatatinyvoice..



Me:whatdoesmyvoicehavetodowith

anything?

Him:nothing..Pleasejusttalktohim..for10

secondsokandhearwhathehaveto

say..maybehegatsomethingimportanttotell

you..

Hesaidplacingthephoneonmyear..

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Him:whydon'tyoulisten?

Me:andwhatareyoutalkingabout?Youknow

whatIactuallydon'tcarebecause..-

Him:doyouhaveadeathwish?

Me:huh?

Him:howdoyouwantmetotellyou?What

exactlydon'tyouget?ThatVenusboyfriendof

yoursain'tgoodforyou..



Me:saystheguywhokidnappedme..ohwow!

Hesighed..heavilythatIcouldevenhearitover

thephone..

Him:Kristhatguytriedtokillyou..healready

hadhisplaninmotionandtoaddtoityouwere

somesidechickinthemaking.Andthenyou

suddenlydrownafterbeingwithhimand

actuallyyouseeallthisok..

Me:itwasn'thim!Islippedandfell..

Him:whythefuckdoyoualwaysattractshit?

Me:whendidwhatIattractstartbeingyour

business?

Him:Idon'tevenknowwhattosaytoyou..

Me:wellyoudont-

Him:Ihatetakingmattersinmyownhands..

Andhungup,hewaspissedIcouldeasilyhearit

butwhy?AsfarasIwasconcernedhewanted



medead..sotodaywhythesuddenchangeof

scenario?LeahemergedwithRayasIgavethe

doctorhisphoneback...

Him:ifIwereyouIwouldstayawayfrom

BandileandthatVenusguyofyoursbut

especiallyBandile..

Me:I..-

Him:youbeingwithhimisastartofunending

warandtearsandheartbreaks..andyoudon't

wantthat..becausethat'swhatisgoingto

happenifyoudon'tkeepyourdistantwithhim..

HesaidwalkingoutleavingLeahlookingatme

withaconfusedlook..

Her:ok..whatwasthat?

Me:ohhnothing..Where'sthecoffee?

Shehandmethecoffee..

Ray:I'mgladyouareok..



Me:metoo..howdidyouguysfindme..

Him:youweretryingtokeepyourselfontopof

water..

Me:that'snotwhatIremember..Iremember

drowning..

Him:well..sohowareyoufeeling?

Me:better..Thankyou..

Him:Iwouldhavedonethesameforanyone..

Leah:sowhenareyougettingdischarged?

Me:todayIguess..there'snoreasonforkeeping

mehere..

Her:yeah..

Afterawhilethenursedischargedme,Iactually

wantedthatdoctorguytodischargeme,Ihada

lotofquestionstoaskhim.Ineededhimtoget

meoutoftheconfusionIwasstuckin..Even

thoughIhadnoparticularfeelingtowards



Bandilebutwhatthatguysaidsurelycaughtmy

attention.Whatdidhemeanbysayingitwill

bringunendingwarandtears?

.

.

BANDILE

.

.

Ihungupthrowingmyphoneonthecouch.IfI

couldIwouldhaveactuallyleftheralonetodeal

withherownmessbutthensympathyhas

gottenthebestofmesoIthink.Iwalkedtomy

kitchen,tookoutabottleofbeer,openedita

gulpedsomeabit.AsIwasstillthereIhearda

knock.Iwentandopenedthedooranditwas

QuincybutwecallhimQ,he'salsoafriendlike

Max..butwemetatVarsityfirstyear.Helet

himselfin..

Him:Bruh!



Me:what'shappening?

Him:ahhnon..actuallythinkingofmaybehitting

theclub.

Me:thenwhatbusinessdoyouhaveinMy

house?

Him:Maxcalledme..

Me:Ibethedid..

Him:whatthefuckareyouplayingat?

Me:inmyass!whereelsewouldIbeplayingat?

Him:YouareseriouslyintoTaylor'skid?

Me:I'mnotintothefuckingkid!

Him:Ithinkyouarebecauseifyoudidn'tthen

whyareyouhavingherwatched?

Me:tokeepherawayfromshit

Him:sheain'tyourbusiness..

Me:fuckitman!

Him:Ifeelsorryforyou,likeseriouslyIdo..You



mightbethebaddestinthegamebutTaylor..I

dontknowman..plusthefactthatyouareso

badmakeseveryoneputtheirkidsintheir

pantieswhentheyseeyoucoming..

Me:somuchforfriendship..

Him:itsthetruth..Imean..Iwouldn'twantmy

daughtermarryingaguywithTatooslikeyours..

Hesaidwhilelaughing....

Me:thisisnotwhatIwant..butIcan'tseemto

stopit..Iusedtohateher..sheremindedmeof

Sam..butnow..

Him:youjustcan'tfalloutoflove.Youcan

controlanythingBandilebutonlove..youare

fightingalosingcompetition..

Me:IthinkIneedtocallTheodore

Him:yourbootycall?

me:yeah..



Iwasalreadydialinghernumber..

Him:lookIadviceyoutodowhat'sright..ifyou

wanttodiebecauseoflovejustbecauseyou

chosetolovethemonster'sdaughteryour

choice..ButonethingIcanassureyouofor

makethemtwo..firstlyyoucan'tfalloutoflove.

Ifyoulovehercallingsomebigbootygirlisnot

goingtomakeyoustoplovingthisyourKrisand

secondly..lovingKristinMacverdanameansyou

aresigningyourowndeathwarrant..Soyou

chose..theballisinyourhands..Startingworld

war3orstayinglonelyfortherestofyourlife

becauseyoucouldn'tbewiththegirlyoulove

themost..

.

.

KRIS

.



**2WEEKSLATER**

.

Itsbeen2weeksnowandwearestillatthe

vacation.MedrowningwassomethingthatI

managednottoletdadknowbecauseifthere's

anythingIdon'twantistoruinthisgetawayfor

everyone.Ineversawthatdoctorguyagain,I

evenwentbacktothehospitalbutsinceIdidn't

knowhisnametheycouldn'thelpmebutItried

todescribehimtheystillsaidtheydon'tknow

anyonelikethat.Ididn'ttellLeahaboutthisat

all,Ididn'twanttofreakheroutobviouslyand

wellwehavebeenspendingmoretimewithRay

thisdays.Wellmostlytheywereteachingme

howtoswim.Thismoment,Iwaswithmydad

atthesamelakeIfellin,wewerefishing.We

weredoingsomebonding..

Him:sohowareyoufindingthisplacesofar?

Me:itsgreat..Ilikeit..

Him:I'mgladyoudo..Ibroughtusherebecause



Iwantustospendmuchmoretimetogether..

Gettingtoknoweachotherbetter..

Me:Ilovethat

Him:yes,knowyoucantalktomeabout

anything..Evenaboutaboy..

Ichuckled..

Me:youwon'tfreak?someparentsfreak..

Him:pinkypromise..

Ilaughed..

Me:ok..isit..ummhcanarelationshipbefixed

aftertrusthasbeenlost?

Him:welltrustiskeyinarelationship..Onceits

lostyesitcanbegottenbackbutitsurewon't

bethesame..

Me:yeah..whathappenedbetweenyouand

mom?



Hesmiled..

Him:yourmomwastheloveofmylifeatsome

pointbutIkepthurtingheroverandoveragain

untilIfiguredifIreallyloveherthenIwilllether

behappy..

Me:doyouloveLizzy?

Him:yes,Ilearntto..butitsnotthesame...

Me:howdoyouevenknowifsomeoneloves

you?

Him:thelittlethingstheydoforyou,sometimes

thewaytheylashoutonyou,thewaytheyget

madifyougetintrouble..thesmallestthings

Krisaretheoneswhichcantellyouifsomeone

lovesyou..sometimeswhensomeonescreams

orshoutsatyouforgettinghurtphysically..

Evenifitwasn'tyourfault..thewaythey

shout..thatsloveoverthere..itsnotactually

becausesomeoneismadbuttheyarescared



oflosingyouforeversotheyalwayswantyouto

besafeatalltimes..Theefforttheymake

towardsyou..evenwhenit'ssmallafterallits

thethoughtthatcounts..notalwaysbeingtaken

toafancyrestaurantisshowinglove,

sometimesjustsittingdownonthegrassis

enough..Sometimesjustwalkingtogetheris

muchmorebetterthangoingouttomoviesor

icecreamslikeyouyoungsters..Beforeallthis

technologyhowdoyouthinkpeopleusedto

spendtimetogether?Whensomeonelovesyou

theywillalwaysfindawaytoknowwhereyou

areandmakesureyouaresafe,theywon'tstop

fussing..anditsactuallyannoying..

Hrchuckled..

Him:andthat'slove...whensomeoneiswillingto

stoptheirworldforasecondthereandchoose

toworryaboutyou..itslove..afterallitsthe

smallthingsthatmatterthemost..andifit'sreal



loveKrisyouwillfeelit..theemotional

bond..youwillfeelit..theconnectionwillbe

muchstrongerthananything..Ifitslove..

Me:youwillfeelit..

Him:andthat'sit..

Me:ohhDad..youarethebest..

Isaidhugginghim..

Him:IloveyouKris..

Me:Iloveyoutoodad..

Ipulledoutofthehug..

Him:Iheardaboutyoukissingthisdays..

Ilaughed..

Me:mommyismad..



Him:shehaseveryrightto..butforyourown

sakeIthinkitsbestifyouremovethatpicture

onFacebook..beforeshehuntsyoudown..

Me:youknowher..

****************

Me:youdon'thavetodoanythingifyouarenot

ready..

Her:whatifIlosehim?

Me:thenit'shisloss,youdonthavetoproveyour

loveforhimbyhavingsexwithhimAlex..

Her:youareright...Idon'thaveto..

Me:howismom?

Her:she'sOK..Wemissyou..

Me:Imissyoutoo..

Her:Idoubtit...YouonlymissTshepie..He'sthe

onlyoneyouevercall..



Me:that'sunfair...AndIhaven'tcalledhimin...

OKmayIdidcallhimyesterdaybutthat's

becausewearebestfriends..

Her:OK..Welltellmeaboutthatwhitedude..

Me:ahhthere'snothingtotell..

Her:lie...Iknowyou..-ummhlookIgattogo...

Willtalk..

Me:yeahIloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo..

Shethenhungup,itwasafewhourslaterafter

thedayIspentwithdad.Iwon'tlieIreallydid

enjoytalkingwithhim..Itwasrefreshingand

nowIwaswithRayatthebeach..Itwasaround

sunfall.Around4pm..Iwassittingwithhimas

Leahhadtomakeacallsosheexcused

herself..

Him:yoursister?

Me:yeah..



Him:itsbeautifulatthistime..ThebeachI

mean..

Ichuckled..

Me:yeah....

Him:evenyou..Youarebeautiful..

Me:thanks

Him:haveyoueverblockedyourmindjustto

stopthinkingaboutanything?

Me:no..Idon'treallythinkso..

Him:itsactuallynice...Todoso..

Me:isit?

Him:yeah..Theneverythingelsewillstop..The

wholeworldwillstopandwhatwillonlyexistis

youinsoludutesilenceandpeace..

Me:Ishouldstartthatpractice..Ikinda

sometimeshavealotofshittodealwith..



Him:suchaprettygirl...

Me:prettygirlsaretheoneswiththemostshit

todealwith..

Him:butyouarealwayssmilingandlaughing..

Me:mostofthetimeitspretence..

Him:wellIcanrelate..

HesaidlyingdownonthesandandIfollowed

suit..Itwasalreadydark..

Him:Ilikedoingthis..

Me:metohey..CanIshutmymindnow?

Hejustsmiledashelookedupthesky.Andso

didI...Theatmospherewassubtle..Andsowas

everything..PeaceruledthatmomentandI

wisheditcouldbelikethatforever.Wasthat

toomuchtoaskfor?

.



.

**ToBeContinued***

Imsorrytheinsertcamelate..Wasbusythe

wholeday..
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WelaytheretillLeahcameback.Justlaying

therenotthinkingaboutanything,havinga

blankmindwasjustperfect.Weleftthereafter

awhileandarrivingathomewefounddadand

Lizzydoingabrai.Therestofthenightwewere



outsideeatingbraiedmeat.ThefollowingdayI

decidedtojuststayindoorsforthedaywhile

Leahwentoutsotowatchpeoplesurf,shejust

lovedwatchingpeoplesurfandsometimesshe

wouldjustcheerthemon.Ilayonmybedand

tookoutmydiary..

"DearDiary

SoIhavedecidedtoforgiveVenus,Ihave

realizeditsnotworthitanyway.Whateverhis

reasonscouldhavepossiblybeenIdon'tcare

anymore.EvenBandile,Ihaveforgivenhimfor

puttingmethroughthemosttraumatising

experienceever.Ihavedecidedtolivemylife

withoutanydramaattached."

Iplacedthediarydownafterwritingthisdown.

WritingBandile'snamemademethinkabout

thatdoctoragainmakingmewonderwashe

reallyadoctor?Nodoubthewasoneof



Bandilesgunmanbutthenallthathappened

wasconfusing.WhyisBandileshowingsudden

interestonwhoIhangoutwith?AsfarasI

knowhewantedtokillmeandifitwasn'tfor

SethIdon'tknowwhatcouldhavehappened.

Whatcouldpossiblybehisgamerightnow,all

thesuddencaring..ButthenthiswasBandile,

someheartlessmonster.MaybeitstimeI

informmydadbeforeheabductsmeagainand

thistimekillmeforreal.Istoodupandwent

overtowatchthepeopleatthebeachfrommy

windowsview.IcouldseeRayfromwhereI

wasstandingevenLeah.IthinkRayalsosaw

mebecausehewavedatmeandIwavedback.

Ithenretreatedfromthewindowandwent

downstairstojustcatchamoviebutIfound

dadtalkingoverthephoneandhistonecould

easilyselloutthathewassomad.

Him:that'swhyIhateworkingwithimmatures!

Couldn'tyougetonethingcorrect?Callthat

southAfricanguy,Ithinkhe'smoreorganized



thanany..-greatifhe'shere..Iwanttoseehim

and..-

Hethenstoppedwhenhesawme..

Him:willtalk..

Thenhehungup.

Him:hibaby..

Me:morning..

Him:shouldn'tyoubewithyourfriends.

Me:Iwasn'tfeelinglikegoingoutdoorstoday..

Him:ohh..

Me:areyouok?

Him:don'tworry,daddyisok..justwork..

Inodded..



Him:butanywaysinceyouareherelet'stalk

aboutuniversitybaby..Ihavebeenlookingintoa

few..yousaidyouwanttostudylawright?

Me:yes..

Him:well..Ihavebeenlookingintoafew

universitieslikeHarvard,Ihearitsareallygood

universitybaby..it'soneofthebestand..-

Hewascutbythedoor,therewasaknock..

Me:don'tworry..Iwillgetit..

Isaidwalkingtothedoor,openingIfoundRay

leaningagainstthedoor.

Me:ohhwellhey..

Him:wannagoout?

Me:I'mn..-

Him:I'mnottakingnoforananswer..

Me:Ray..



Hedidn'tevenwaitformetofinishmy

sentencehehadalreadyscoopedmeonhis

shoulder.Hestartedwalkingtowardsthebeach..

Me:youcanputmedownnow..

Him:soyoucanrunaway?

Me:comeonNo..Iwon'trunaway..Ipromise..

Heputmedownandwestartedwalking

towardsthebeach..

Him:itwasprettyboringwithoutyou..

Me:wasit?

Him:yeah..

Me:teachmehowtosurf..

Him:Icareaboutyour..Idon'twanttobe

chargedwithMurder..

Me:comeon..

Him:seriously..Youknowwhat..let'sgraba



milkshake.

Me:towncenter?

Him:youaresmart..

Me:itsinmyblood..

Wethenchangedroutesandwenttowherehis

carwasparkedat.Hedroveustothetown

centerandweboughtmilkshakeinthisother

restaurant.Hethentookmetothisother

stonesbehindtheshopswereyoucouldgeta

viewofthebeach..

Me:wow!Ididn'tknowyoucanstillseethe

beachwhilsthere..

Him:youcanactually..Smalltown..

Me:yeah..sowheredoyouworkorschool?

Him:apartfrombeingasurferI'mamechanic..

Me:Wow!Isitnicebeingamechanic?

Him:itsmypassionsoIguessitis..



Me:wellIwannabealawyer..

Him:why?

Me:becauseIjustloveitIguess..

Him:whichkindoflawyer?

Me:criminallawyer..

Him:withyourtinyvoice?

Me:hey!

Isaidhittinghimplayfullyonhisshoulder..

Him:what?it'sthetruth..

Me:mytinyvoicecandowonders..

Him:Ibetitcan,sothati8guy..who'she?

Me:anEx..

Him:persistentex?

Me:no,notexactly..

Him:soyousinglerightnow?

Me:yeah..Idon'tthinkrelationshipsareforme



Him:justbecauseofafailedrelationshipit

doesn'tpossiblymeantherestcanbeasbad.

Me:hewasmyfirstboyfriend..

Him:what?Likefirstasinfirst?

Me:yeah..andhebrokemyheart..

Him:letmeguess,youarealsoavirgin?

Me:yes..

Him:Ican'tbelievethis..whatareyouwaiting

for?princecharming?

Me:I..Idon'tknow..

Him:OK..Sowhenareyougoingbacktoschool?

Me:thisismythirdweekhere,nextweekismy

last..

Him:ok,whatareyourdreamsifyoudon'tmind

measking..

Me:wellgetmydegree,bethebestlawyerout

theremaybeevenopenmyownlawfirm,get

marriedandhave2kidsyours?



Him:bethebestsurferoutthere,openmyown

mechaniccompany,datethemostbeautifulgirl

ever,wifeherthenhavekids..

Me:that'saniceplan..

Him:itis,butIthinkdatingthemostbeautifulgirl

willcomefirst..

Ilaughed..

Me:ok,Isee..

Him:lookIwanttodoortotrysomethingbut

pleasedon'tfreak

Me:ok..

Hetookmymilkshakefrommyhandsand

placeditdownincludinghis.Thenlookedat

me..

Me:what?

Him:notalking..

Inodded..

HebroughthisheadclosertomineuntilIcould



possiblyfeelhisbreathgentlyhitmylips..

Me:ummhi-

Him:shhh..notalking..

Hewhisperedsoftlyfollowedbyhislipsthat

gentlytouchedmylips,Ifrozerightthere..he

nibbledmylipssoftlymakingmeshortenmy

breaththenlastlyIpartedmylipsandjustgave

in.Weslowlykissedenjoyingeverymoment.

Afterawhilehepulledout..

Him:thatwentwell..

Me:yeah..

Him:Ihavealwayssuspectedyouweregood

kisserandyoujustprovedit..

Ilaughed..

Me:Iwilltakethatasacompliment..

Him:andfortherecord,I'malsosingle..

Me:weareleadingthesinglesquad..

Him:yes,butwecanalwayschangeit..Ilikeyou..



Me:I...

Him:youdonthavetosayanythingyet,Leah

explainedtomethatyouhavejustbeenina

roughrelationshipsoI'mnotgoingtobethat

pressurisingguy..

Me:Ireallyappreciatethat..

Him:soI'mjustgoingtogiveyoutimetothink..

Inodded,hekissedmeagainbutthistimemuch

morepassionatelythatIheldhisheadpulling

himcloser.Wegotdisturbedbyhisphone

ringing..

Him:I'msorryaboutthis.

Me:notakeit..

Him:ok..

HeansweredthephoneasIkeptmyselfbusy

withmyphoneandafterawhilehedroppedthe

call..



Him:ummhthatwasmyfriend,Marcus..

Me:weshouldgobacktothebeach?

Him:yeah..

Me:ok..let'sgo..

Hehelpedmeupandwenttothecar,thendrove

back.Whenwegotthere,theywerebigwavesat

thebeachthataccordingtomewouldkillyou..

Him:IhavebeenWaitingforthis..

Me:youwantto..

Him:yeah..letmeshowyouwhatIcando..

Hesaidtakinghissurfingboardfromthecar

andrunningtothebeach..Iwatchedhimgetin

thewaterandgoingtowardsthewavejustlike

othersurfersweredoing.AsIwasstillstanding

thereIfeltwarmhandshugmefrombehind

andIwasmorethansureitwasLeah..

Me:heyLeah..

Her:howdidyouknow?



Me:Iknowmyfriendmorethananything..

Shelaughedlettingmegoandcomingtostand

besidesme..

Her:so?

Me:so?

Her:Ray..

Me:ohhwekissed..

Shescreamed..

Her:doesthismen?

Me:no..itstoosoon..

Her:Iagree..butRayisagoodguy..

Ilookedovertohimashecaughtthewaveand

stooduponhissurfingboarddoingwhathe

knowsbest,hewasreallygood..

Me:maybebutitsstillsoon..plusdistance..He

stayshere..

Her:sowhat?there'ssomethingcalledadistant



relationship..

Me:Ireallydon'tknow..Ijustneedtothinkabout

it..

Her:thatsallanywayhe'ssosexy..lookathis

muscles..

Me:I'mnotturningintoapervet..

Her:suityourself..Letmeenjoytheview..Ibet

he'sgoodinbed..

Ilaughed..

Me:I'mtellingBrad..

LateronthatdayIwaswithLeahinmyroom

justtalking.

Her:todaywasthebestday..

Me:becauseyougotthechanceofdrooling

overtheguywholikesme?

Her:don'ttellyouweren't?

Me:alittle..



Her:thoughtasmuch..Butanywayonthemore

goodsideBradcalledandhesaidhecomingto

seemetoday..Likehealreadybookedaplane

yesterdayandhetookitinthemorning..SoI

thinkhewillbehereanyminutesoI'mgoingto

needsomeonetocoverupforme..Idon'twant

yourdadthinking..Youknow..

Me:don'tworryIgotyou..

Her:yeahandBarrycalled..

Me:yeah..

Her:she'smad..Atus

Me:onecouldtakeaguess..Iwilltalktoher

tomorrow

Her:betterandalsoBen..

Me:IthinkyouwillmakeaverygoodPersonal

assistant..

Her:don'tbecrazy..let'sgoeat..I'mfamished..



Shesaidasshewalkedout,Ifollowedhertothe

diningroomwherewefoundLizzyanddad

alreadyeating..

Me:youguysshouldhavecalledus..

Dad:youknewwewereeatingsothere'sno

needtoactuallyactlikethatpumpkin..

Me:Iknowyouwantedtoeatallthefood..

Helaughed..

Wesatdownandstartedeating..

Lizzy:soIwasthinking,girlsthatwegoout..like

asintakeawalkintothewoods..withadigital

camerasandhaveanadventure..

Me:soundsgreat

Leah:yeah..Ilikeit

Dad:youguyswillhavefun..Icanguaranteeyou

that

Me:younotcoming?

Him:yeah..ImeanIdon'twanttofeelawkward



whenI'mtheonlymale..whatifyouguysstart

talkingaboutstilettosthenwhatnow?

Me:ok..Igetyourpoint..sowhattimearewe

leavingforthiswalk?

Lizzy:inthemorning..

Leah:butain'ttherepredatorsinthewoods?

Lizzy:no..andthatswhywehiredaguidetotake

us

Me:that'sbetter..Youseemtohavethisall

figuredout..

Dad:ummhIhaveavisitorthatsgoingtobe

coming..

Lizzy:youcouldhavesaiditsoonsotoprepare

enoughfood..

Dad:no..itsbusinessnotasocialvisit..

Lizzy:ohhok..

Dadthenexcusedhimselfsayinghehasa



importantcalltomake.

Me:Ithinktomorrowisgoingtobefun

Leah:yeah..Ican'twaitthough..

Lizzy:sowhathaveyoubeengirlsgettingupto

thisdays?

Leah:watchingpeoplesurf..wellthat'swhatI

havebeendoing..Idontknowaboutother

people..

Me:lolandwhatotherpeople?

Leah:Idon'tknow..you?

Me:wellIhavebeenmakingfriends..

Lizzy:friendsIsee..soyouandthatplanetboy..

Me:webrokeup..

Lizzy:ohI'msorrysweetheart..

Me:itsokplusitsnotlikeIwasexpectinga

weddingorsomethinglikethat

Lizzy:ok..



Leah:youarethestrongestpersonIhaveever

seenKris..

Me:Ioughttobe,Ican'tstopmylifebecauseof

afailedrelationship..

Lizzy:sowhataboutprom?

Me:I'mgoingtohavetoforgetthatone..

Leah:howaboutyoubecomemydate?

Me:andBrad?

Leah:he'snotsureifhewillmakeit,apparently

hewillbeatschool..universitygothim

swamped..

Me:thatssad,butwhatifhemanagestomake

it?

Leah:notifItellhimnottobother..

Me:no..Leah..i-

Her:I'mnottakingnoforananswer..

Me:Idon'twantyoutosacrificeyour-



Her:nothingisbeingsacrificed...Ok?

Me:ok..

Shesmiled...Aftereating,wewashedthe

dishesthenwenttoourseparaterooms.Itook

ashowerbeforelyingonmybed.AsIwasstill

tryingtosleep,Leahcreptinmyroom..

Her:Bradishere..atthebeach..

Me:ohhok..so?youcango..

Her:allthewindowshaveburglarsexpectwell

thetoiletone..

Me:whichbathroom?

Me:therearetwobathrooms..Whichone?

Her:theoneweuse..

Thebathroomweusewasdownthepassage..

Me:oklet'sgo..



Iworemygown,thenwewenttothebathroom..

Shegotoutbysteppingthebasin.

Me:callmewhenyoucomebackthen..youcan't

possiblycomebackinthroughthewindow

again..

Her:yeah...Iwillneedyoutoopenthedoor..

Me:yeah..okbye..

Ithenclosedthewindowandwalkedoutofthe

bathroomgoingtomyroom.Ithrewmybody

onthebedandjustclosedmyeyes.Ifellasleep

butgotwokenupbythecoldbreezethatwas

hittingmyskin.Inoticedoneofthewindowsin

myroomwereopen,soIstoodupandclosedit

butbeforegoingbacktobedIdecidedtogo

drinkwaterdownstairs.Itwasn'tthatlate

though,itwasaround2200hrs..Idraggedmy

legsdownstairstothekitchen,butonmyway

backtomyroomInoticedmydad'sstudyroom

doorwasslightlyopen.Curiositygotthebestof

methatIpeepedintoseewhowasin.Fora



momentthereIthoughtmyeyesweredeceiving

methatIopenedthedoorfullyandoureyes

met.Hedidn'tlooksurprisedatall.

Me:whatthehell?

Him:stopmakingnoise!

Me:whatareyoudoinghereBandile?

Him:I'mnothereforyou..

Me:whatareyoudoinginmyfather'sstudy

room?

Him:notyourbusinessbutanywaywhydon't

youaskyourfather?

Ilookedathim..andhejustlookedlikethe

samecoldmonsterheis..myheartwasbeating

sofastthatIswearifIdonthaveaheartattack

todaythenIwillneverhaveone..hesatthere

lookingatme,morelikeanalysingme..

Him:areyougoingtostandthereforever?



Me:whatdoyouwant?

Him:andwhywouldIwantanything?

Me:becauseyouareamonster!doyouknow

howmuchIhateyou?Iwishyoucrushanddie!

Him:somuchhate..

Me:youdon'tdeservetobebreathing..

Him:thenkillme..

Hetookourhisgun,andforamomenttheremy

heartstopped.Thesightofagunterrifiedme

morethananything..

Him:take,killme..

Me:thatsyourdoing,notmine..that'swhatyou

do..killpeople..

Him:andwhothefuckhaveIeverkilledKris?

Me:whoknows..

Him:thenstopsayingshityoudontknowbefore

Iactuallygiveyouarealreasontosayit..



Ifelttearsalreadystreaming,seeinghim

broughtsomanyfeelingsIhavebeentryingto

dealawaywith.Iwalkedoutleavinghimthere..

Iwonderhowpeoplelikehimareevenalive,he

deservestobeburninginhellbecausethat's

wherehebelongs.Iwalkedtomyroomandjust

layonmybedwithmyheadonmypillow.Iwas

tryingnottocry,andjustletgo.Itookdeep

breathesasIstoodup.Irefusetocryandhurt.I

walkedtothebathroomandwashedmyface.I

thendriedmyfaceandputsomefunnyfaces

onthemirrorthenendinguplaughing.WhenI

walkedbacktomyroomIfoundhimseatedon

mybedanditseemslikehewaswaitingforme.

Me:getout..

Him:doyoueverrelax?chill?justbreathok

Ichuckledbutnotafriendlychuckle..

Me:Ineverchill,nowbeforeIscreamrapeget

out..



Him:goahead,I'mnotstoppingyou..

Hesaidmakinghimselfcomfortableonmybed..

Me:IthinkIshouldputuparestrainingorder

andtelldadwhowasreallybehindmy

kidnapping.Whattheheckareyoudoinghere?

Him:goaheadandtellhimbutI'msureSethtold

youthedeal,andlastlyIwashereonbusiness

withyourdad..

Ijustlookedathim..

Him:thisisgoingtobeharderthanIthought..

Hesaidstandingupandwalkingtowardsme,I

backedupuntilmybackwasagainstthewall..

Him:lookI'mnotgoingtohurtyouok..Iactually

careaboutyou..

Ilaughed..

Me:care?Aboutme?

Ilaughedagain..

Me:youaresohilarious,howaboutyou



considerworkingwithTrevorNoah?youguys

willmakeameanTeam..

Him:I'mprettyserious..

Me:yeah..Ibetyouare..

HeputhishandsonhisFacehelooked

frustrated..

Him:IknowI'mtheworstpersonyouwantto

see..

Me:thatstheonlythingthatmakessenseyou

haveeversaid..andIdontwanttoseeyou..

Him:I'mnothereexactlyforyourdad..I'mhere

foryouactually..

Me:me?wow..

Him:noseriously..Yourdadwasmygatepass

here..

Me:whatareyousaying?Thatallthewayfrom

southAfricayouactuallycametoseeme?why

areyoubeinglikethis?



Him:yeah..allthewayfromsouthAfricatohere

justtoseeyou,tomakesureyouaresafe..

Me:safe?

Him:fromyourkillingex..

Me:Venusisnotgoingtokillme..Idon'teven

understandwhat'sgoingonhere..Whythe

suddencare?

Him:IwishIknew..Ijustfeellikecaring..Imight

beamonsterlikeyousaybutI'malsohuman.

Me:areyoucrazy?

Him:yep..

Me:Ihavenoticed..Idon'teven..-

Hestoppedmebycrushinghislipsonmine,for

amomentthereeverythingjuststopped,my

heartstopped.Allmyenergyjustdissolvedright

there,thiswasdifferentfromanykissIhave

everhadevenwithVenus.Itwasneverlikethis,



histouchwasjustdifferentfromanythingI

haveeverexperienced,hebroughtourbodies

closertoeachotherasheclaimedmylips,

therewasjustthisfeelingIcouldn'texplain,

eventhehateIhaveforhimjustdisappeared,I

don'tknowwhatIfelttowardshimbutitwas

definatlynothatredthatoneIwassureof.I

don'tknowhowbutinvoluntaryIkissedhim

backasIheldontohim,thiskissgotmeweak

insecondsthatmylegsfeltwobble.Hepulled

outafterawhile..

Him:andthat,thatisthereasonwhyimhere

Kristin,that'sthecrazinessthathasgotteninto

me..

Ijustlookedathim,withtremblinghandsand

mymindallovertheplace.Everythingwasjust

fuzzy,helookedatme..

Him:Idon'twanttohurtyou,neverdoIever

wannahurtyoubecauseofthecrazinessthat's



inmyheart..

Hestillhadmeinhisarms,Idon'tknowwhat

happenedbutIwokeuponmybedwith

someonehittingmywindow.Igotupandwent

tolook,itwasLeah..

Iwentdownstairsandopenedforher,itwas

stilldarkoutside..Wewalkedbacktomyroom..

Her:thanks..

EverythingthathappenedwithBandilestill

registeredinmymind,forsomereasonIwas

hopingitwasadream..

Me:whattimeisit?

Her:around4,jeezyouaresmellingsome

strongcolognethere..

Me:Iam?

Isniffedmyselfandthisishowhesmelt

yesterday,mymindcouldhavebeenalloverthe



placebutIsmelthim..

Her:whatsgoingon?Youlookflushed..

Me:that'stheproblem..Ialsodon'tknowwhat's

goingon..

AndtobehonestIdidn'tknowwhatwasgoing

on,confusionwasbeyondthestateIwasin..

.

.

BANDILE

.

.

Max:soIsee..Youhavechosentostartwar..

Me:Ican'thelpitIloveher..IsitwrongthatI

loveher?Itshouldn'tbeawrongthingtobein

lovewithsomeone..

Him:thenyoubetterstartpreparingforthewar



andonethingIknowis..Itsnotgoingtobe

rosesandsweets..

Me:wecanalwaysbeRomeoandJuliet..

Him:youhavefallendeeplyhaven'tyou?

Me:maybetodeepthanIthought..

.

.

**ToBeContinued**
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Iwaswipingmybodyinthebathroomafter



standingintheshowerformorethan30

minutes.Iwasjusttryingtogetmymindover

whathappened,itwasjustconfusing..Afterall

thisisBandile,andattheotherhandIhadRay

todealwith..Iwalkedoutofthebathroomto

findLeahseatedonmybed,allreadydressed

upincamouflageshorts,solderbootsanda

camouflagetop.

Her:take..

Shesaidhandingmesomecamouflage

trouser,topandalsoacamouflagehoody..and

soldersboots.

Me:whyarewedressinglikesolders?

Her:whydoyouhavetoquestionthat,its

clothes..andIfoundthisonyourbed..

Shesaidgivingmesomeblackhoody..Itookit..

Her:whoisitfor?

Me:ummh..I..Idon'tknow..

Her:maybeitsRay,maybeheputitsecretlyon



yourbed..

Me:yeah..maybe..

Her:letmeleaveyoutodressup..

Shewalkedoutoftheroom,therewasnoway

thishoodywasRay's,howcouldhehave

possiblysnuckitin.Iheldittomynose,smeltit

anditwasBandile..Nodoubt.Iwentthrough

thepocketswhenIcameacrossapaper..I

openeditanditwassomethinglikealetter.

"YoufellasleepyesterdaysoItuckyouin

obviously,I'msecretlyhopingyoureadthis

letter.I'mnotreallygoodattellingpeopleIlove

themsodontlaugh..IknowitscrazybutIthinkI

loveyou,dontstopreadingplease.IknowIput

youthroughalotandIknowyouhatemebut

whenEnhlesentmeyourpicturetheother

day,andI..lookIdontknowwhatI'mwriting..I'm

badatthisfromhighschool..Ijustloveyou

ok,andIcareaboutyouthat'swhyIworrya

lot..anditstings,thatmaybeyouareintosome



guywithaweirdnameoutthere.Mylovefor

youbringsalotofcomplicationsorevenmy

owndeathbutI'mwillingtodieoverourlove,at

leastIwillknowthatIdiedforlove..atleastthat

won'thurtknowingthatIdiedbecauseIloved

you..Ileftmynumberinyourphone,ifyoufeel

thesamewaythatIhighlydoubtyoucan

call..anytime..Ireallydon'tmindandifyou

don't.thatIknow.it'sstillok..butIwillneverstop

caringaboutyou..andpleasetrykeepingsafe..

Withlove

Bandile..

OhhandbeforeIforgetyoucankeepthejacket..

Andpleasestayawayfromtrouble..Youseem

toattractalotthisdaysandstaythefuckaway

fromRay..he'sbadnews,trustme.."

Ifoundmyselflaughing,evenifthiswasaletter

butitdidsoundGenuine..Bandileisreallynot

thetypewhowouldconfesshisfeelingslike

this,wellmaybeaccordingtohowIview



him,andontopofitIhaveneverseenhim

smile..Helookssocoldandhimwriting

somethinglikethiswasfunny..Ire-readthe

letteroverandoveragain..Ionlyshovedit

behindmewhenthedoorcrackopenandLeah

emerged..

Her:Iseeyoustillholdingthatjacket,butlook

Raycanwait..Dressup..

Me:yeah..

Shethenwalkedoutagain..Itooktheletterand

placeditcarefullyinthecamouflagehoodyI

wassupposedtowear,placedhisjacket

carefullyonmyclothesthendressedup.Iwent

downstairswhereIfoundLizzypackingfood

andwaterintosomecamouflagebags,thebags

usuallysoldersuse.

Me:thisisgoingtobefunIcanfeelit..

Lizzy:metoo..eatupandlet'sgo..

Isatdownandstartedeating,aftereatingwe



werereadytoleaving..

Me:where'sdad?

Her:wentoutearly..

Me:ok..

Itookmyphoneanddialedhisnumber,he

pickedupafterawhile..

Him:dad'sprincess..

Me:morningdad,ummhweleavingnow..

Him:okpumpkin..Begood..

Me:Ilikeprincessmorenotpumpkindad!

Him:okprincess,Iwillseeyouguyswhenyou

comeback..pleasetrytobesafe..

Me:thisisathesecondtimeyouaresaying

that..

Him:itsbecauseIcarebaby..Iloveyouok..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..bye.

ThenIdroppedthecall..



Lizzy:daddy'sbaby..

Leah:Iagree..

Me:itsjustthatIneverreallygottospendtime

withmydadlikethisandIliketocherishevery

secondIhavewithhimbeforethedistance

begins..

Lizzy:I'msorryhun..

Me:likeIwillbegoingtouniversity..AndGod

knowsI'mexcited..

Leah:metoo..Ican'twait..

Lizzy:youguyshavegrown...

Me:yeah..let'sgo..

Isaidwalkingout...Ialmostbumpedintothis

otherwoman,shelookedtoobuffytobea

womanandtojustconcludethewholeissue

shelookedabitscary,hadshortbrushcut

hair..andmusclesthoughIcouldn'tmisplace

herbeautywhensmiledbecauseIliterallyisaw

herdimples.Shewaswearinglikeus...



Her:youmustbeKristinI'mZaylee

Me:itsnicetomeetyouLee..

Her:likewiseKris..

Ismiledwithher..that'swhenLizzycameout

withLeah..

Lizzy:hiyoumustbeourguide?

Lee:yes,youmustElizabethandthat'sLeah..

Leah:yeah..

Me:wellLeahandLizzy..seemsyougatafriend

whosenicknamestartswithanL..thisisZaylee

butcallherLee..

Lee:IlovefreespiritedpeoplelikeyouKris..

Ilaughed..

Me:wellI'mgladandItry,let'srockandroll

guys..

Lizzy:wait,apicture..

Shegaveeachandeveryoneadigitalcamera



includingLee..

Leetookusapicturewiththecamerashewas

given..Afterawhilewewerealreadygettingon

withourjourney,Itriedtobeactivealwaysbut

deepdownmymindwasjustfarawaybutI

couldn'taffordtogivethatI'mnotokaway.

Afterforwalkingabout30minuteswestopped

atsomeriver,Iwassotired..

Leah:I'msotiredandthirsty..

Lizzy:there'swaterinyourbags..

Itookoffmyshoesandplacedmylegsinthe

water.Ididn'trealizethatLeewasbesidesme

untilsheshookmeabit..

Her:youseemlostinyourownthoughts..

Me:I'mtryingtofigureoutifI'mcrazyornot..

Her:whatisit?lovematters?

Me:whywouldyousaythat?

Her:itcan'tbeanythingelsebecauseyoudon't



haveachildtoworryaboutorpeoplewho

dependonyoufinanciallysothere'sonlyone

thingthatcouldbedrivingyouinsane..

Ichuckled..

Me:yeah..

Her:I'mnotreallygoodatlovemattersbut

whateveritisdowhatyourheartsays..

Me:theheartissaidnottobetrusted..

Her:yeah..butyoudontwanttolivebeinregret

fortherestofyourlifedoyou?

Ilookedather,yeswhatshewassayingmade

sensebutmyheartloathedBandile,Ididhate

himbutdeepdownIcouldn'treallymakeout

howIfelt.Ihatedhim,andthatcouldn't

change..Icouldn'tletitchange..

Her:comehere..

Shesaidopeningherarms..Igotinher

embrace..



Me:everythingisjustwrong..

Her:sometimesyouhavetolettheuniversejust

takecharge..youcan'talwaysfigureout

everything..Looksweetysometimesifthings

arenotinyourcontrolyoujusthavetoletthem

be..

Inodded,IpulledoutofthehugafterIheard

someonecleartheirthroat.ItwasLizzy..

Lizzy:everythingok?

Me:yeah..letmewearmyshoes..

Isaidseatingdownthentheywalkedaway..I

woremyshoesandjustthoughtaboutwhat

Leejustsaid.Itdidn'tevenmakesensetome..I

tookouttheletteragain,readitagainIwanted

tothrowitintheriversothatIcanjustforget

himbutIjustshoveditinmypocket

nonetheless.Iturnedtotheotherswhowere

readytocontinuewiththejourney..

Lizzy:babyareyousureyouareok?



Me:I'mperfect!

Lizzy:okyougoodLeah?

Leah:yeah..

Lizzy:oklet'sgo..

Westartedwalkingagain,takingpicturesallthe

way.Itwasfun,whenwegottotheedgeofthe

trailwehavebeenfollowing,Icouldseethe

beachbutnotwherethepeopleareusuallyat..

Me:Ihavealwayswantedtodoseadiving..

Lee:weareverymuchhighfromtheseasoin

otherwords..

Me:itsdangerous..

Lee:yeah..onlyprofessionalseadiverscandoit..

Leah:plusyoudonotknowhowtoswim..

Me:youguyshavebeenteachingme..

Her:withoutalifejacketyouwilldrown..

Me:ok,pointproven..



Wetookpictures..Alotofthem..westayed

thereforsometimeuntilwefinallydecidedto

gobackhome..Thejourneybackhomewas

muchmoreslower.Bythetimewearrivedat

homeIcouldn'tfeelmylegs..Immediately

gettinghomeIwenttomyroomandslept,that's

howmuchtiredIwas.Iwokeuplaterwhenit

wasalreadydark.Iwalkedtothebathroom,

filledthebathtubandjustsatthererelaxingmy

achingbody..AfterbathingIchangedintomy

Pj'sthenwentdownstairs.

Leah:believeitornot,aftersleepingI'mstill

tired..

Me:metoo..

Lizzy:thatwalkwasrefreshing..

Me:andtiring..

Lizzy:yougirlswillbefine..

Me:afterafullbodymassage..

Lizzy:tomorrow..



Me:yeah..

Therestofthenightwentwell,butIdidn'tsee

dad.Thefollowingdayasplannedwewentto

thespaandhadfullbodymassages,Ieven

calledBarry,yesshewasmadbutafterI

promisedafulldaywithherwhenIcomeback

shecalmeddown.Shewasalsooutoftown...

Therestoftheweekwentwell,Ididn'tseeRay

thatmuchandIwasglad.Ijustdidn'tknowhow

totellhimIdidn'tfeelthesame..Venusnever

calledandapartofmewasworriedbutanother

wasjustgladhedecidedtogivememyspace

butsoonenoughschoolswillbereopening

soonandthenIwillhavetofacehim..Itwason

aTuesdayandIwaspackingmythingseven

thoughwewereleavingonFriday..Ijusthate

doinglastminutethingsbecausethat'swhere

youendupforgettingsomethings.Icame

acrossBandilesletterandplaceditperfectly

betweenmydiary..WhenIwasdonepacking

andleavingoutclothesIwouldwearinthe



following3daysIwentdownstairs..Lizzyand

dadwerenotin,itwasonlymeandLeah..She

waswatchingsomeshow..

Me:hey..

Her:hey..sohaveyouspokentoRayyet?

Me:no..I..

Her:what?

Me:howdoyoutellsomeoneyoudon'tfeelthe

same?

Her:butIthought..thekiss..

Me:yes,thekissbutIdon'tfeelthesame..

Her:youjusttellhimyoucan'tofferanything

elseexpectfriendship..

Me:pleasedoitforme..

Her:no..Iwasn'ttherewhenyouwereleading

himonmakinghimthinkyoulikehimtoo..

Me:whatdoyoumeanleadinghimon?



Her:kissinghimback,heprobablythinksyoulike

himtoo..

Me:whathaveIdone?

Her:I'mwonderingthesamethingtoo..let'sgo

seehim..

Me:now?

Her:yesnow..

Shedraggedmebymyhandthenwewentto

thebeach..Wefoundhimwithsomegirlbut

immediatelyhesawushecametous..

Him:hey..

Leah:hey..

Him:Kris.

Me:hey..howareyou?

Him:I'mgoodyou?

Me:awesome..

Leah:letmegiveyouguysspace...



Shesaidwalkingaway,allIjustwantedthat

momentwasfortheearthtotearupandletme

sinkinit..

Him:soo?

Me:so?ummhyeah..ummhhowissurfing?

Hechuckled..

Him:I'msureyoudidn'tcomeallthewayhereto

askmehowissurfing?

Iswallowedhard..

Me:ummhyeah...I..God..Idontknowwhatto

say..umhhhowtosayit..

Him:isitthatbad?

Me:yeah..thatbad

Him:ok..

Me:ummh..I..wellthingis..I..-

Him:youdontfeelthesameway?

Me:yeahandIdontwanttoruinourfriendship..



WhatifwehaveanastybreakupthenIwillwant

somethingfromyouthenIcan'taskforit..

Helaughed..

Him:Ineverlookedatitlikethat..

Me:youshould..

Him:okfriends?

Me:yes,friends..

Hethenhuggedme,afterawhilehepulledout..

Him:wanttowatchmesurf?

Me:yeah..

Herantothebeachwithhissurfingboard,by

thenLeahwasalreadyapproaching..

Her:howdiditgo?

Me:ok..

Her:I'mglad..

Westoodtherewatchinghimashedidhis

thing..



AsIwasstillthereItookmyphoneandcalled

Tshepie..

Me:Tsalayame(myfriend)

Him:hey..youhavebeenscarce..

Me:yeah..anywayhowisyou?

Him:meisgood..

Me:I'mglad,Dylan,AnthonyandBK?

Him:theyareok,youandVenus?

Me:webrokeupanddon'taskwhy..

Him:okIwon't..sohowislife?

Me:Ijustrejectedaguy..doesthatmakemea

badperson?

Him:no,itslife..

Me:Ifeelbad..

Him:youwillbefine..Isawyourtrippictureson

Facebook..

Me:I'mhavingfunthoughImissyouguys..



Him:Imissyoutoofam

Me:what'snew?

Him:nothing..Myparentshaven'tstarted

fightingyet.

Me:that'sgreat..

Him:ohhI'mwithDylan,wannatalkwithhim?

Me:yeah..

IguesshegaveDylanthephonebecauseI

couldhearhisvoice..

Him:kemang?(whoisthis?)

Me:Dylan..

Him:Kris?

Me:no,Beyonce..

Him:hey..youhaveforgottenmeright?

Me:ahhnever..

Him:okbabe,sohowareyou?

Me:I'mgood..



Him:Imissedyourtinyvoice..

Me:Imissedyourharshvoicetoo..

Him:myvoiceisverysmooth..

IcouldhearTshepielaughingatthe

background..

Me:howisschool?

Him:examsareapproachinginafewweeks..

Me:yeah..wellminewillbestartingimmediately

afterweopenthenweclose..onlyamonthof

examsIthink..

Him:soyouguysclosebeforeus?

Me:yes,anywayIhopeyouareready..

Him:yes..imevensingle..kanakeserious

mma(I'mserious)

Me:lol..goodthing..

IheardTshepiescreamingatthebackground..

Tshepie:Duduomokhandile..(Dudubrokeup



withhim)notsinglebychoice

Ilaughed..

Dylan:no..he'slying..YouknowIdon'tget

dumped..Idothedumping..

Me:Iknowright..

Him:yeah..Sowhowasthatguywhotagged

youonapictureyouwerekissing..Andwhydid

youremoveit?

Me:he'smyexandbecausemomwasn'thappy..

Him:obviously..ShesablackAfricanmomafter

all..youknowhowtheyare..

Me:yes,lookIhavetogo..wewilltalk..

Him:oklovebye..

HegavethephonebacktoTshepie..

Me:lookIwillcall..

Him:ok..Iloveyou..

Me:metoo..umhhandplease..Keepmysister



safe..breakherheartandIwillkillyou..

Him:yesmam..

ThenIhungup..

Leah:whowasthat?

Me:myfriend..Friendsactually..

Leah:ok..Ican'twaittofinishschool..

Me:metoo..

Thefollowingfewdayswereok,Istillhangout

withRay.OnFriday,Ipackedmylastremaining

clothes..Iwasfinallysayingbyetothebeach

lifeandgoingbacktoreality..Iwentdownstairs

withmybags..

Dad:alldone?

Me:yeah..

Dad:yourfriendishere,yougirlsgosaybye..

MeandLeahwentoutsidewereRaywas..

Me:I'mgoingtomissyou..



Heturnedtolookatus..

Him:metoohey..youguysshouldcomeback..

Leah:Isecondthat..

Me:yeah..let'sdoagrouphug..

Wehuggedtogether...Thentookafewpictures.

Goodbyesarenotreallymything..atlasthe

wentwhilewegotinthecaranddroveaway..I

heldmytearsasthewedroveaway..Leahmust

havenoticedmyunusualquietnessthatshe

mademerestmyheadonhershoulder..The

journeywentwell.Wearrivedattheriver

wherebyweusedaboattogettotheother

side..thendrovehomefromthere..Arriving

homeIcouldjustfewthattheatmospherehad

changed..thingswereabitsuffocating..Leah

wasgoingtogohomethefollowingday..Sowe

werenowlyingonmybed..

Her:feelsgoodtobeback..

Me:can'tsaythesame..



Her:don'tworryaboutVenus..youwillget

throughthefollowingmonth..

Me:Ihopeso..

Ireallydidn'twanttogobacktoschool,Iwas

hopingIdontbutthenitslife.Thetimewhenit

camethatIgotbacktoschoolcameandthenI

couldn'tescape..Idressedupinmyoversized

fadedjeans,atopandoversizedbasketball

jacketwithconverse..Ireallydidn'tcareon

whatIputonallIwantedwastogetthrough

thedaywithoutanyhustels..Idrovemyselfto

schoolaftergrabbinganapple,Ididn'tfeellike

foodthatmorning.Parkingatschool,some

peoplewerealreadythere..IsawBarryrun

towardsmeandsuffocatingmeinahug..

Her:ohmyGod..Imissedyou

Me:Imissedyoumore..wearegonnarockthis

term..

Her:hellyeah!SoyouandVenus?



Me:pasttenseanddon'taskwhy..

Her:ohhthatssad..

Me:yeah..anywaywhere'sBen?

Her:Ihaven'tseenhim..let'sgo..

Wewalkedtotheclassandsettleddown.

Everyonewasbusygivingmelooks..

Me:whyiseveryonelookingatmelikethis?

Her:Idon'tknow..Sohowwasyourholiday?

Me:itwasok..Imissedyouthough..

Her:Imissedyoutoo

AswewerestilltalkingLeahcamein,andas

Barrydidwithme..shealsosuffocatedherina

hug..Therestofthedaypeopleweregiventime

togettheirselvesoutoftheholidaymoodbutI

didn'tseeVenusanywhereincludingJupiter.I

onlysawJeremiahwhojustlookedatmebut

neverexchangedaword..Ididn'task,Ididn't

wanttocomeacrossasapryingexgirlfriend..



TherestoftheweekIdidn'tseehimandtobe

honestitbotheredme..butmypridewasjust

toomuchthatIdidn'taskanyone..The

followingweekexamswerestartingandthat

MondaywhenIdidn'tseehimknowingwewere

writingexamsIgotsoworried..Iswallowedmy

prideinthemorningandaskedBenwhoIwas

walkingwithtoclass..

Him:areyouready?

Me:morethanready..heycanIasksomething?

Him:goahead..

Me:where'sVenus?

Helookedatmebeforetalking..

Him:Ithoughtyouguyswereinlovesohow

comeyoudontknow..

Me:webrokeup.

Him:ohh..Iseewellhe'sinhospital..Hewas

mugged..



Me:what?

Him:yeah..everyoneknows,Iwonderhowcome

youdon't..

Me:ohh..sohowishe?

Him:hewokeuplastweekandhewillbewriting

he'sexamsinhospitaluntilhefeelsbetter..

Me:theybeathimup?

Him:yes..anywayyouarehere..

Hesaidaswewerestandingatmyclass..

Me:ok,seeyoulater..

IgotinsidetheclassandLeahandBarrywere

alreadyin..Iwentandsettleddown..

Me:whydidn'tyouguystellmeVenusisin

hospital?

Leah:Ialsofindoutnow..

Barry:Ithoughtyouknew..

Me:I'mgoingtohavetoseehimafterschool..



Barry:Iheardhewokeup..

Me:yeah..

Barry:rumourhasitthatnothinggotstolen..He

onlygotbeaten..

Me:thatssad..

Leah:yeah..noonedeservesthat..

Barry:ohhtheteacherishere..

Weimmediatelykeptquite.Westartedwith

Geography..Thepaperwas2hours.Icansayit

wasokbecauseIhadfullypreparedforit..we

onlywroteGeothatdayonly.AfterschoolI

drovestraighttothehospitalwerehewasat.

Barrytoldmethename..ArrivingthereIgot

helpfromthereceptionistsoiknowwhich

roomhewasin.Iwalkedtherecontemplating

onwhatIwouldsaytohim..WhenIgottohis

doorIsoftlyknocked..Avoicecommandedme

tocomein,gettinginsidehewasthere,lyingon

thebed,helookedoktomebuthewasn'talone.



Hewaswiththisotherguywholookedalotlike

him..

Venus:heyy..kris

Comein

Iwalkedinsideandstoodattheothersideof

thebed..

Me:hello..

Venus:hey..youdon'tknowhowhappyIamthat

youarehere..

Me:assoonasIheardIcame..

Theotherguyclearedhisthroat..

Venus:ohhthisismybigbrother..Jeremy..

Jeremythisisher..Kris..

Jeremy:thegirlwhogotyoubeatenup..

Me:excuseme?

Venus:dontmindhimbabe

Me:no..Iwanttoknow..whatdoeshemean..I



gotyoubeatenup?

Jeremy:youarethereasonhe'shere..

Venus:howaboutyougiveusspaceJeremy?

Jeremy:okfine..butdon'tforgetwhatIsaid..

Hesaidwalkingout..

Me:what'sgoingon?

Him:nothing..

Me:youlovelyingdontyou?

Him:itsnotlikethat..

Me:thenexplain..

Him:wellthepersonwhobeatmetoldmeI

shouldstaythefuckawayfromyou..

Me:who?

Him:Idontknowhim..someblackdude..but

dontworry..there'snowayI'mstayingaway

fromyou..

Me:whatexactlydidhebeatyouupfor?



Him:hesaidsomethingLikeharmhernailandI

willkillyou..Idontknowtoo..

Me:andyourbrotherthinksitsforthebestifyou

stayaway?

Him:yeahbut..

Me:he's..-

Igotcutbythedooropening,andsome

brunettewalkedin..

Venus:Samantha?

Her:babe..

Imovedawayfromhisbed..

Me:Ithinkitsbestthisway..haveaquick

recovery..

Ilefthimcallingmyname..wenttomycarand

drovehome,shewasbetterthanmenodoubt

butIdidn'titbreakme,I'mfinethewayIam.I

wastryingtogetthewholethingtogether..

Me?whodidit?Ittookmeasecondtofigure



outitwasBandile,heprobablythoughtVenus

wasresponsibleformydrowning..That'swhy..I

didn'tknowwhattodothatmoment,Ijustfelt

likeIwaslosingit..GettinghomeIjustsatin

mycar..thenreversedoutanddrovetoLeah's

momworkplace..Ineededtotalktoher..

GettingthereIaskedhelpfromthereception..

ThenIwastoldshewasfreesoIrushedtoher

office..GettingthereIknockedgettingin..she

wasthere..seatedonherchair..

Me:I'mreallysorrytobargeinlikethis..

Her:dontworry,seat..

Isatdown..

Her:youlookamess..

Me:Ijustdon'tknowwhattothinkanymore..I'm

losingit

Her:tellmeeverything..

Itoldhereverythingthathappenedatthetrip

aboutBandile..evenaboutVenusandwhathe



toldme..

Me:whydidhebeathim?isthisthecarehe's

talkingabout?

Her:Ireallydontknow,yousaidhethinksVenus

wasresponsibleforyourfalling?

Me:yes..hewasmadwhenItalkedtohimthat

day..

Her:probablyitsclearhebeatVenusbecause

hefelthewasendangeringyourlife..

Me:whydoesmylifehavetobehisbusiness?

Her:yousaidhesayshelovesyouright?look

Kriseverythingisoutthereforyou..allyouhave

todoisfigureitout..

Me:itsconfusing..

Her:no..itsconfusingbecauseyouwantitto

be..giveyourselftimeandeverythingwillfall

intoplace..don'tstressjustbreath,relaxand

takeyourtimetothinkaboutthisandIpromise

youeverythingwillfallintoplace..Stop



panicking..

Me:IthinkVenus'sbrotherhatesme,Idon't

blamehimthough..

Her:itsonlynormal..butdonttakeitto

heart..imagineifitwasyourbrother..Justput

yourselfinhisshoes..

WetalkedabitbeforeIdrovebackhome.

Arrivinghomedadwasalreadythere..

Him:ohhthankGod..wewereworried..

Me:I'msorry..Iwenttoseemytherapist..

Him:therapist?

Me:yeah..ummhI'mtiredletmegoliedowna

bit..

Ididn'twanttotalk,Iwasn'treallyfeelingit.I

justfeltdepressedandemotionaltired.Getting

inmyroomIjustlayonmybedtryingtoshut

mymindtotallybutIwasfailing.Ifeltdown,

andmoreIevenstartedtoblamemyselffor

Venus'sbeingbeaten.Ididn'tevenknowwhat



tothink.IguessfellasleepbecauseIgotwoken

upwithLizzyshakingmesoftly..

Her:heywakeuporyouaregoingtobelate..

Idraggedmyfeettothebathroomandtooka

quickshowerthendressingupandgoingto

school.Arrivingatschoolalliwantedwasthe

daytocometoanendalready.Iwasjustlostin

myownlittleworld.Iwrotemyexamsblocking

outanythoughtandimmediatelyafterschoolI

stoodupandwalkedtomycarbutgotstopped

byJupiterwhoIdon'tknowwheresheeven

camefrom.

Her:hey,wowyouaresurelyinahurry..

Ididn'tsayanything,Ijustlookedather..

Her:Iwantedtotalktoyou..

Istillkeptmysilence..

Her:Ijustwanttoapologizefor..-

Me:Ilongforgaveyou..Stopstressing..ItsOK



Her:Venusexplainedmyconditionright?

Me:yesandpleaseneverstopdrinkingyour

pills..Itsnotgoodforyou..

Her:yeahandIenduphurtingthepeopleIlove

andcareabout..

Me:I'msureyourfamilycaresalotaboutyou

butyoujustdon'trealizeit..

Her:yeah..Venuswaspreparedtodoanything

formebadorgood..Iguessthat'showmuch

helovesandcareaboutme..Iwastooblindnot

toseeit..AndIhurthimintheprocess..

Me:don'tworry..I'msureheforgivesyou..

Her:yeah..Ummhheaskedtoseeyou..

Me:Ithinkitsbesthefocusesonhishealthy

andSamantha..

Her:IknowI'mthereasonwhyyouguyshadto..

-

Me:no..Itsnotyou..Venusmadeachoice,he



couldhavechosennotto,plushehasa

girlfriend..Thatwasallhim..LookIhavetogo..

Iwillseeyouaround..

Her:ummhOK..Bye

Iwalkedtomycarquicklyanddrovehome.

GettinghomeIfoundLizzyalreadythere..

Me:hey..

Her:hey..Youearlytoday..

Me:yeah..

Her:letmestartcooking..

Me:Iwillhelp...I'mgoingtochangeto

comfortableclothes..

Irushedupstairs,changedintomyPj's..Then

cameback..

Her:thatwasquick..

Me:yeah..

Her:youcancuttheonions,tomatoesand

someoftheveggiesthere..



Me:OK..

Itookthecuttingboardandstartedwithmy

cutting.Mymindwasn'texactlyincuttingbut

justlostinmyownworld,Ionlystoppedcutting

whenLizzyscreamedmyname..

Her:GodKrisyouarebleeding..

Ilookeddownatthecuttingboardandthat's

whenIrealizedIcutmyfinger..

Her:seatdownandletmegetthefirstaidkit..

Sherushedupstairsthencanbackwiththefirst

aidkit..

Shestartednursingmyhand,Iwincedabitat

thepain..

Her:anddone..

Ilookedatmyfingeralreadybandaged...

Her:Idon'tknowwhatsgoingonwithyoubutif

youwanttotalkI'malwaysthere..Icareabout

youalot..WhenIsawyoubleedingIjustfelt



likedying..Idon'thaveachildbutIseeyouas

myownKrisandyoursafetycomesfirst..Ilove

you..WhenIseeyouIdon'tfeelbarren..Being

infertilehurtsalotbutwithyouhereIfeellike

GodisgivingachanceIhavealwaysprayedfor..

AndIwillbedamnblindnottoseeablessing

whenitsrightinfrontofme..Iwilldoanything

foryou..That'showmuchIloveyou..Youare

thechildIhavealwayswishedforsoseeingyou

bleedlikethatmademyheartstopbeating..If

youwanttotalkI'mhere..

AsIwasstillthere,Ifigureditout..Butitwas

justhardtobelieve..ThenIrealizedImadea

mistake..LikeJulietsaid..Itwasallrightbefore

metofigureitout..Mytalkwithdad,withLee

andwithJupiter..AndnowwithLizzy..Why

didn'titmakesensebefore..Ihoopeddown

fromthekitchenstool..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Isaidrushingupstairs..":thelittlethingstheydo



foryou,sometimesthewaytheylashouton

you,thewaytheygetmadifyougetin

trouble..thesmallestthingsKrisaretheones

whichcantellyouifsomeoneloves

you..sometimeswhensomeonescreamsor

shoutsatyouforgettinghurtphysically..Evenif

itwasn'tyourfault..thewaytheyshout..thats

loveoverthere..itsnotactuallybecause

someoneismadbuttheyarescaredoflosing

youforeversotheyalwayswantyoutobesafe

atalltimes..Theefforttheymaketowards

you..evenwhenit'ssmallafterallitsthe

thoughtthatcounts..notalwaysbeingtakento

afancyrestaurantisshowinglove,sometimes

justsittingdownonthegrassisenough..

Sometimesjustwalkingtogetherismuchmore

betterthangoingouttomoviesoricecreams

likeyouyoungsters..Beforeallthistechnology

howdoyouthinkpeopleusedtospendtime

together?Whensomeonelovesyoutheywill

alwaysfindawaytoknowwhereyouareand



makesureyouaresafe,theywon'tstop

fussing..anditsactuallyannoying..

Hrchuckled..

Him:andthat'slove...whensomeoneiswillingto

stoptheirworldforasecondthereandchoose

toworryaboutyou..itslove..afterallitsthe

smallthingsthatmatterthemost..andifit'sreal

loveKrisyouwillfeelit..theemotional

bond..youwillfeelit..theconnectionwillbe

muchstrongerthananything..Ifitslove..

Me:youwillfeelit.."

ItallclickednowasIrecalledtheconversationI

hadwithdad,mymindwasallovertheplace,

Bandilesactionsjustproveditall,hedidlove

meandIwasstuckintryingtohatehim

becauseijustfeltitwasanobligation..Ifelt

maybeIhadto..Itookmyphoneanddialed

Juliet'snumber,Iknowprobablyshewas

alreadyatherhousealreadybutIcouldn'twait

muchlonger..Sheansweredafterawhile..



Her:Kris..

Me:helloMrsMackenzie,I'mreallysorrytocall

lateatthistime..

Her:no,itsokKris..Itakeityouhavefiguredit

out..

Me:buthehurtme..whyshouldheloveme?

Her:mattersoftheheartI'mafraidIdon'thave

theanswersyouarelookingfor..itsjust

somethingnoonecanneverknowspecifically..

Me:Iwanttohatehimbuteversincethekiss..I

don'tknow..IfeltdifferentlybutIjustdidn'twant

tofeeldifferent..Istillwantedtohatehim..

Her:howdoyoufeelnow?

Me:Idon'tknow,I..histouch,hiseffecton

me..everythingwasjustdifferent..hehurtme..I

dontwanttofeellikethat,Idontwanttolove

himbecausehehurtme..

Her:youdontwanttolovehimbecauseyouare

scared..Youareindenialtoyourfeelings



becauseyouarescared..Youarescaredtolove

him..itsoktobescared..Justtakeyourtime

beforemakingyournextmove..

Me:whatifIhavealreadylosthim..Imeanits

been2weeksandnowgettingto3inafew

days..

Her:thenyouhavetofindout..youaretoo

scaredbutyouhavetoovercomethat..

Me:whydidhateturntolove?

Her:youdidn'trealizeitbutbecauseyouhated

himtoomuchyouwerealwaysthinkingabout

him...maybeifyouchosetojustforgethimthen

whenhekissedyou..youwouldhaverejected

him..butnowyoulovehim..

Me:Idon'tevenunderstandwhatyoujustsaid

butIwillfigureitout..

Shechuckled..

Her:yeah..

Me:thankyou..



Her:I'mgladIcouldhelp..

Ithenhungup..Iwentovertomydiary,re-read

theletteragain..deepdownIwashopingthatI

didn'tlosehim,deepdownIdidlovehim,but

howdiditgettolove?..healreadyhadmyheart..

AsIwasstillthereLizzyemerged..

Her:areyouok?

Me:yeah..

Shegotinandsatbesidesme..

Me:howdoItellsomeoneIlovehimtoo?

Her:well..areyousureyoulovehim?

Me:asmuchasIdontwantto..Ido..

Her:ok,ummhtakeyourphoneandcallhim..

Me:whatamIgoingtosay?maybeatextwilldo..

Her:no..heneedstohearyousayit..

Myheartwasbeatingfast,Iwrotehisnameon



thesearchspaceanditcameout..myheartwas

reallybeatingfast..

Her:callhimbeforeyoulosehim..

Ipressedcallandputthephoneonmyear,I

wassecretlyhopingitgoestovoicemailbut

thenitstartedringing.ThemomentIhadhelloI

hungupinterror..

Her:andthen?

Me:Igotscared..

Istartedpacingupanddown..

Her:justrelaxandbreathok?

Shehelpedmecalmdown,tookabout10

minutes..

Her:wannatryagain?

Inoddedtakingthephone..Icalledhimagain..

Thistimethephonegotansweredquicklybutit

wasafemalevoice..

Her:hello?



Me:ummh..hi..canIpleasespeaktoBandile..

Her:he-

ShethenwentsilentandafterawhileIheard

him..

Him:hello?

Ijustgottonguetied,Icouldn'teventalk..I

literallyfroze..

Him:hello..

Istillkeptmysilenceswallowinghard..

Him:okI'mhangingup..

Me:I..ummh..h..hey..

Him:Kris?

IlookedatLizzywhowassignallingmetotalk..

Him:Ididn'tthinkyouwouldcall..

Iwastryingtotalkbutmyvoicewasfailingme,

Ithenhungup..Icouldn'tdoit..Ijust

couldn't..beforeaminuteevenpassedmy



phonerang,itwashim..myhandswereshaking..

LizzytookthephoneandansweredwhilstIwas

signallinghernotto..

Her:hello..ummhshe'shere..Wait..

Sheheldthephoneoutformetotakeit..Ikept

shakingmyhead..Sheforcefullyplacediton

myear..

Me:hello

Him:whyarewewhispering?

Ididn'trealizemyvoicewassolowthatIeven

soundlikewhispering..

Him:youalwayshavesomethingtosay..what's

happeningtoday?

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Iblurteditoutlikeacrazypersonandjustheld

mybreath..

.

.
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DeepdownIwashopingshedoesn't

call,honestlyspeakingIwasprayingshedoesn't

feelthesamebecausethiswasthestartof

muchmorecomplicationsinherlifethannever

before..

Me:what?Youdo?

Her:yes

Shesaidsoftly..



Me:wellI'mgladyoudofeelthesame,butI

havesomethingtotellyou..Idon'twanttoraise

myhopesfornothingknowingdeeplythatyou

mightaswelldumpmeafterthis..I'maworse

personmorethanyouthinkIam..

Shekeptquiet..

Me:youknowthere'salwaysagoodguy

everywhere,thegoodpersonbutwithmeI'm

thebadguy..I'macriminalKris,I'msomeone

whodoesbadthingstopeople.Yourbrother

evenhatesme,yourdadknowsmycriminalass

sothere'snowayinhellwherebytheyaregoing

toapproveus,areyoureadytogoagainstyour

family?Becausetobehonest,withmethat's

whatyouwillbedoing..Isthiswhatyouwant?

YoucanalwaysgobacktoyourVenusguy..I

loveyoubutusbeingtogetherwillbreakyou

evenmore..Areyousureyouwantthat?

Shewasquite,maybetryingtodigestallthis.

ItsbestthatItellhersothatshedumpsme



beforeweevenstartdatingbecauseIdon't

thinklyingtoherwillendgood.Afterawhile

shehungup,wellIexpectedasmuch.I'mnot

goingtoforceherorpressurizeherinto

anything..I'mnotgoingtopersuadeherintoa

relationshipthatwillcausenothingbuttearsin

hereyes.Iwalkedbackinsidethehouse..

Me:Whogaveyoutherighttoanswermyphone

Theodore?

Her:I..You..Wasthatyourgirlfriend?

Me:yes,nowleave..

Her:Ithoughtyouweregoingtogiveusareal

chanceBandile..

Ilaughed..

Me:stopbeingfunnyandleave..

Her:ummhok..Ifyouwantmetocomeover

justcallme..

Shethenwalkedout,Theoisn'treallythetype

ofgirltowife..Shemaybebeautifulandall,but



she'sthetypicalwhorebeautifulgirl.Isankon

mycouchclosingmyeyesintheprocess.Kris

justfilledmymind,Icouldn'tgetheroutofmy

mind,andithurttolovesomeonebeyond

anythingbutthencan'tbewiththem..I'msure

shehatesmewhereversheis.AsIwasstill

thereIheardaknockfollowedbysomeone

openingmydoor.QuicklyIgotup,theperson

emergedanditwasnonotherthanSenzeni,one

ofmyworkers

Him:Boss..

Me:problem?

Him:oneofthemullsgotbusterd

Me:and?

Him:she'sbeenarrested..

Me:obviously

Him:andshe'sgoingunderinterrogationand

shemighttalk..

Me:shewouldn'tifsheknowswhatsgoodfor



herfamily..

Him:theyarepromisingherprotection..Andshe

mightbefreedifshetalks..

Atthemoment,Ididn'tneedthiskindofstress..

Me:thenwhatareyouwaitingfor,takeherout..

Completely!

Him:consideritdone!

Hethenwalkedout,thelastthingIwantedwas

thepoliceonmytale.Quinsythenemerged..

Him:Senzeniisstillworkingforyou?

Me:he'sloyal..

Him:ok,anywaydidKriscall.?

Me:yep..

Him:greatandnow?

Me:ItoldherI'mamonster..

Him:shedidn'ttakeitwell?

Me:shekeptquiet..



Him:soyoubrokeupbeforeyouevenstarted

dating?

Heaskedlaughing

Me:yeah..

Him:don'tworry,youwillgetoverit..I'mkidding

youwillnevergetoverit..

Me:Iknow..TrustmeIdo

.

.

KRIS

.

.

IhavebeensilentlycryingeversinceIhungup

onBandile,Iknewheisabadperson,him

kidnappingmeproveditallbuttotheextent

thatdadandSamknewhimforhiscriminal

activities?ThatoneIdidn'texpect,butthen

whatwashedoingatthebeachhouseduring



theholiday?Igotup,tookmyphoneandgoogled

him,heappearedluckilybuttherewasnothing

abouthimbeingacriminalwrittenonlyheowns

aconstructioncompanyandhe'stheonlyson

tothelateAuthor,XolaniThulani.Himbeinga

criminalwasexpected,deepdownIsuspected

thatonebutSamandDad..thatonereallytook

mebysurprise.Thatdidhurtbutnotasmuch

asithurtthathealreadymadehismind,about

us.Thewayhewastalking,itslikehehas

alreadygivenuponusbeingtogetherthathe

evensuggestedIgobacktoVenus.Thesame

guywhohedidn'twantmeevergoingnear,the

sameguyhebeatuptryingtoprotectme.I

threwmyheadbackonthepillowandshutmy

eyestightly.Icouldn'tsleep,evenifItriedsoI

justwokeupandreadmybooksmore

preparingformyexams.ThenextmorningI

wokeupwithmyheadonmydesk.Imusthave

fallenasleepwhilereading.Iwenttobath,wore

denimshortswithadenimshirtandfinishedit



offwithconverse.Ihadblockedmymindon

thinkingstressfulthings.Iwentdownstairs

wereIfoundLizzyeatingalready.

Her:hey..

Me:morning..

Her:howareyoufeeling?

YesterdayaftertalkingtoBandileIjustgotin

myblanketswithoutsayingawordtoher.

Me:readyformyexam..

Her:I'mglad,andhowdidtellingtheguyyou

lovethatyoulovehimgo?

Me:Idon'tthinkhefeelsthesameanymore..

Her:I'msorrysweety..

Me:no..ItsOKmaybeitsforthebestyouknow..

Maybewearenotmeanttobe..Notinthislife

timemaybe..

Shestoodupandhuggedme..

Me:ok.Iwillseeyoulater..



Her:youarenoteating?

Me:I'mnotreallyhungryseeyou..

Isaidalreadywalkingouttomycar.Idroveto

school,andarrivinginclassIfoundLeah

alreadyin.Iwentandsatonmychair..

Her:hey..

Me:hi

Her:areyouOK?

Me:yeah..

Isaidfakingasmile..

Her:thatsmileissuperfake,what'sgoingon?

Me:itsnothingIcan'thandle..

Her:comeon..Tellme..

Me:IthinkImadethebiggestmistakeyesterday

andIjustwanttoeraseyesterday'smemory..

Her:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Iwilltellyousomeothertime..Areyou



readyfortoday?

Her:yeah..IfyouwanttotalkI'mhere..

Me:Iwillrememberthat..

MomentslaterIwaswritingmyexam..Wasn't

thatmuchhardthough..AfterIwasdoneIhad

nootherexamtowritesoIdecidedtojustgo

home..AsIgottomycarsurprisinglyIsaw

Venusstandingbesidesit..

Me:hey,alreadydischarged?

Him:yeah,thoughtIcouldseeyoufirstbeforeI

gohome..

Me:ohw..

Him:I'mreallysorryaboutmybrother,he'slike

that..

Me:no,itsok..

Him:KrisIloveyou..Iloveyousomuch..

Me:Venus..

Him:Idook,Iknowthesituationispretty



messedup,Iknowandthisisgoingtosound

crazybutIwantyou,Ichoseyou,becauseIlove

you.Iwantustobetogether,noSamantha,no

JeremyorJupiter..Noanyonejustus..

Me:whatareyousaying?

Him:Iwantustobetogetherwithnoonetrying

tobreakus,awayfromeveryoneand

everything..

Me:asinenloptogether?

Him:yes,asinlet'srunaway..Andbetogether..

I'mwillingtodropeverythingforyou..

Me:I'mstillachildVenus,Ihaveafamily..I'm

notgoingtojustabandonthem..

Him:youwillcomeback..Youarenotgoingto

disappearforever..

Me:whataboutschool?Webarelycantakecare

ofourselves..Weneedmoney..Ican'tVenus

Him:Krisyoulovemeright?ThesamewayI

loveyou..



TobehonestIdidloveVenusbutIloved

Bandilemorethateventhinkingabouthimhurt

andIdidn'thaveareasonto..Ijustdid

Him:right?Imeanweloveeachotherright?I

loveyou..Iknowthat

Me:I..VenusIloveyou,butIlovesomeoneelse

more..

Him:Iknowyousayingthisasawaytoreject

myideabutKris,lookatthisinmyownview..

I'mgoingtoget..-

Me:ILovesomeoneelseVenus..I'mserious..

Him:youare?

Me:yes,andontopofthat,runningawayisnot

goingtohappen..Ihaveafamilythatlovesme

andIcan'tdisappointthem,atleastnotlikethat

Him:Kris..

Me:whataboutmymom?mydadwillfindus

andbeatthestupidityoutofus,willyoupaymy

varsityschoolfees?whataboutaplaceto



stay?food?Whataboutourfinanciallyneeds?

Him:Ihaveaplanforallthat..justtrustme..

Me:Venus..Please..Runningawayisahuge

stepthatIdontthinkI'mpreparedfor..

Him:becausethereissomeoneelse?What

doeshehavethatIdon't?Icangiveyouthe

worldKris,youjusthavetosaytheword

Me:Idontwantanything..Ijust..

Him:youjustwhat?IfuckenloveyouKristin..

Whatdon'tyousee?

Me:Ilovedyou,Igaveyouachance..youblewit

Him:ain'tweoverthat?

Me:weareit'sjust..-

Him:sothisiswhatIgotbeatenfor?

Me:what?

Him:soyourlittleboyfriendistheonewhobeat

me?



Me:no..I..-

Him:whathappenedto"youwillfightforour

love"

Me:thatwasbeforethelies!

Tearswerealreadystreaming,Icouldn'thelpit..

Him:howmanytimesdoyouwantmeto

apologize?

Hesaidpressingmybodyhardagainstmycar..

Me:Venus..

Him:I'mwillingtogiveupeverythingforus..ain't

thatlove?whatthefuckdoeshehavethatI

don't?talk!

Ijustcried,himpressingmeagainstthecarwas

reallypainful,hewasn'tmyVenusanymore..

Somethinghadgottenintohim..Hegrabbedmy

carkeysfrommyhandandunlockedthecar..

Him:getin..

Me:Venus..



Him:getinyourfuckencarKris!

Hescreamedmakingmegetinmycaratthe

passengerseat..hegotatthedriversseatand

starteddrivingsomewhere..AllIdidwascry..I

didn'tknowwhatwasgoingonbutIdidn'tlikeit

onebit.Heparkedathishouse,Ionlyrealized

wewereathishoodafterthecarstopped..Plan

wasassoonashegetsoutIlockmyselfinbut

insteadhedidtheopposite..

Him:getoff!

Me:huh?

Him:getout!

Igotoffmycarandhedidthesamecoming

towardsmeanddraggingmeinsidethehouse.

Wewenttohisroom..Whenwegottherehe

mademeseatonhisbed..

Him:Idon'twanttohurtyou..

Me:Iwanttogohome..

Iwhisperedwithtearsstreaming..



Him:youwill..IloveyouKris,andLosingyouwill

killme..youlovingsomeoneelseisalready

tearingmeup..

Ijustkeptquitesilentlycrying,cryingasking

Godtohelpme..Ireallydidn'tknowtheperson

whostoodinfrontofmeclaiminghislovefor

me,hewasn'ttheVenusIknow..

Him:maybesomethingwillchangeitall..

Hesaidwalkingtowardsme,myheartwas

beatingfastthatmoment..

Me:Venusplease..

Hewalkedtowardsmeandmademestandup

devouringmylipspassionatelypullingme

closertohim,therewasnoemotional

connectionhowever,itwasjustlikeanyother

kissanditfeltsowrong..Ipulledout..

Me:I'mnotreadyforsex..

Him:thenwewon'thavesex..andIdon'teven

understandwhyyouarecrying



Me:Idon'twanttodothisanymoreIjust..-

Weweredisturbedbymyphoneringing,andit

wasBandile.Venushadhiseyesonme,hethen

walkedoutleavingmerushingtomyphoneand

answeringit..

Me:hello..

Him:areyouok?ishehurtingyou?

Me:who?

Him:whydoyousoundlikesomeonewhohas

beencrying?

Me:Idon't..Whatdoyouwant?

Him:ohhsowhatareyoudoing?Playingsome

happycouplewithyourVenusboy?

Me:stopstalkingme!

Him:wow!okfine..

Me:yousaidIshouldgobacktoVenusso

what'syourproblemnow?

Him:okfine,congratulationsinorderthen



Kristin!

Me:whattheheckdowantfromme?

Him:nothinginparticular..Yourlovewas

enoughandyouprovedotherwise

Me:youmustbejoking,yousaidIcangobackto

Venusandnowitssuddenlyaproblem?

Him:no,havefunbye

Me:wait..whyareyoubeinglikethis?I'mnot

desperateok?

Him:nobodysaidyouaredesperateKris,you

candowhatpleasesyou..andIdon'tevenknow

whatwearestilltalkingaboutbecauseyou

wantplanetboy..

Me:butItoldyou,Iloveyou..Youarepushing

meaway..

Him:because..Youknowwhat,let'scutitout

Me:whatever!

Him:bye..



Me:Venusisbetterthanyourass

Helaughed...

Him:lookKris,Ihavealifeifyoudont

realize..andmylifedoesn'trevolvearoundyou

sostopactinglikeyouareGodinmylife!Andif

hisbetterthanme,whyarewehavingthis

conversation?

Me:becauseyousaidyouloveme..

Him:whatdoesmyloveforyouhavetodowith

yourchildishacts?youcan'thaveyourbread

batteredatbothsidesandI'mnotgoingtobe

partofyourstupidlovetriangle!

Me:I'msorry..I'msorryok?

.

.
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ThewayshewastalkingnowIknewshewas

crying,anditgottomehearinghercrylikethat..

Me:yesIloveyoubutyourmoodsthough!they

areannoyingok,youcan'tseemtoknowwhat

youwant..Icanleaveyoualoneifyouwantme

to..I..-

Her:no..I..I'msorryforbeingchildish..I..Ihate

fighting..

Me:nooneisfightingwithyou

Her:whateverthatwearedoing,Ihateit..Ilove

you,Ithoughtthatwassupposedtobe

enough..ain'titenough?

Me:ifyouwanttobewithmewearegoingto

startbycorrectingsomefewstaff1,Idontlike

thatVenusguyofyoursandgohomerightnow!

Her:what?

Me:gohome,yourdadwillsooncomebackand

findyoumissing..

Her:ok..



Me:secondlyKris,areyoureadyforthewar

that'sabouttostart?youknowlovingmeitsa

complicationespeciallyifIhateyourbrother

andsodoeshe?

Her:whydoyouhateSam?

Him:hedidalotofshitheshouldn'thave

done,weusedtobetight..butthat'snotthecase

rightnow..

Her:maybeusbeingtogetherwillchangeyour

mind..

Me:Idoubtit..melovingyouhasnothingtodo

withSam

Her:ok..IloveyouandIjustwant..

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Her:anormalrelationship..

Me:I'mafraidIwon'tbegivingyouthat..

Her:itsok..

Me:areyouonyourwayhome?



Her:noi-

Me:gohome,Iwillcallyouwhenyougethome..

Her:ok..

Me:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo..

Shesaiddroppingthecall,Iwonderifpossibly

shesshyoverthephonewhataboutfaceto

face.Maxhadcalledmeafewminutesago

tellingmehowthisVenusguywentwithKristo

hishouse,Ireallygotpissedthatwhyonearth

wouldshejustdothatuntilMaxtoldmeshe

gotinthecarcrying.ThisVenusguyobviously

didn'tlearnhislessonandhewasstartingto

gettomemorethananything..Iputmyphone

inmypocketthenwenttopickEnhlefromthe

busstop.Universitieswerestillonholidayso

shejustcametospendherfewlastweekswith

me..AfterafewminutesIsawhercoming

towardsmycar.ThemomentshegotinI

startedthecaranddrovehome..



Her:hey..

Me:hi..howwasyourjourney?

Her:itwasok...thoughtiring..

Me:yeah..afterrestingyouwillbeok..

Her:yeah..anywaymomaskedifthereisany

makotiyet?

Him:whyisshealwaysonmycase?

Her:becauseshecares..Youneedsome

settlingdown..

Me:wellthegirlIloveistooyoungformarriage

sopleasedontgetyourhopesup..

Her:howmuchyounger?

Me:youngerthanyou..

Her:what?Ithoughtyourkindofgirlswereearly

20'sgirls..someoneyourage..whatchanged?

Me:lovedid

Shestartedlaughing..



Her:ok,whothehellareyouandwhathaveyou

donewithmybrother?

Me:itsstillme..

Her:whendidyoustartgoingonaboutlove?

Me:Imetsomeone..

Her:whoisshe?

Me:Kristin

Her:Kristin?whoisthat?

Me:yourfriend..

Shelaughedharderthanbefore..

Me:what'sfunny?

Her:niceone,nowpleasebeserious..

Me:I'mbeingserious..

Shelookedatmeagain..

Her:what?butshehatesyou!

Me:shelovesmenow..



Her:whatdidyoudotoher?

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:yougaveherloveportion?Oryouvisited

somesangoma?becausenooffencebruhbut

thatoneisoutofyourleague..She'slikethe

beautyinthemovieandyouarethebeast..

Me:wellshelovesthebeast!

.
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IsatonthecouchasIwaitedforhertocome

downfrommyroom.Iheardherconversation

onthephonecallandnodoubtshedidlove

someoneelse,allmylifeIhadbeenthe

player,I'mtheonewhousuallytellgirlsthatI

lovesomeoneelsebuttodayitwasmeandit



surehurtmorethananything..IguessKarma

nevermissesthedoor..whatgoesaround

comesbackaround.IbroughtKrisheresoshe

remembersthememorieswehadinthishouse

butIguessitwasjustawasteoftime.Even

thoughshelovesthatguybutfromtheir

conversationnodoubtitsatoxicrelationship

andtoxicrelationshipsalwayscrumbleinthe

worstmanner..Shecameafterawhile..hereyes

werestillred

Her:I'mgoing

Me:I'msorry..

Shejustnodded..

Me:Iloveyou..andyoucanlovehim,itsok..but

onethingyoushouldknow,I'mstillgoingtobe

here,waitingforyouincaseyoudon'tfindwhat

youarelookingfor,maybeifyouchangeyour

mindIwillbehere,waitingforyou..becauseI

loveyou..

Shejustnoddedandleft,fromtheconversation



shewashavingoverthephonenodoubtthis

guywasbadnewssoallIhavetodoiswaitfor

himtomessupandthatI'msurehewillandI

willbethereforhertopickupthepieces.I

smiledatthethoughtofthis,myphonethen

rang..itwasJeremiah..

Him:dude!

Me:hey,what'sgood?

Him:nothing,I'mcomingover..

Me:docome,andbringsomebooze.We

celebrating..

Him:celebratingwhat?Yougettingofficially

dumped?

Me:butshewillbemineagain..itsonlyamatter

oftime..

Him:youbetterprayshedoesorelseyouare

goingtoholdonfortherestofyourlife

Me:wellthensobeitbutthatIhighlydoubt..



Thefactthatshedoeslovemegaveme

hope,thatsallIwantedtohear..evenifsheloves

someoneelsemorebutshehaskeptme

somewhereinherheartandthat'senoughfor

me..

.
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Him:foryouKrisIwilldoanything,youaremy

sister..

IwastalkingtoSamlaterthatevening,whenI

arrivedhomedadwasnotinyet,onlyLizzy.I

wasrelieved..

Me:whatifIeverdateaguyyouhate?

Him:Iwilllearnhowtotoleratehim,areyou

datingsomeoneIhate?



Me:what?no..I'mjustaskingincase..

Him:ohw,anywayIhavesentyoumoneytobuy

iPhone8s

Iscreamed..

Me:really?

Him:yes..itsyourbirthdaypresent..Howwasit?

Me:justok,IwasatthebeachsoIspentitwith

somefriendsnothingspecial..

Him:dontworry..anywayhowaretheexams

going?

Me:well..perfect..I'mjustgladI'mgoingtobe

donewithhighschool..

Him:yeah..yourtruejourneyisthengoingto

start..Ihopeyoureadyfortheworst..

Me:Iam..

Him:sohaveyouthoughtaboutuniversities?

Me:yeah..butnotsureifIwilldoithereorin

Africa,maybeAustralia



Him:ok,wellyouwillcallmeafteryoudoyour

research..LookIbettergo..

Me:okbye..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:memore..

Hethenhungup,Ilayonmybedthinkingabout

whathejustsaid.Hemightsayhewilllearnto

toleratehimbutafterhefindsoutitsBandile

theneverythingwillchange..AsIwasstill

there,Iheardaknockanddad'svoice

Him:princesscanIcomein?

Me:yes..

Heopenedthedoorandgotin..hecameandsat

rightbesidesme

Him:heyPrincess

Me:dad

Him:howaretheexamsgoing?

Me:good..



Him:great,ummhbaby,daddyhaveabusiness

trip..

Me:ohhok..

Him:yeah..Iwillbegoneformaybe2weeks..

Me:what?

Him:yes,butIwillmakeituptoyouwhenIget

back..

Ijustnodded..

Him:andonemorething,yourmomwantedyou

tocomefortheholiday..

Me:ohhyes..

Him:yeah..sowewilltalkaboutwhenyouare

goingwhenIcomeback

Me:ok..

Hethenkissedmyforeheadandwalkedout..

GoinghomewassomethingIwaslooking

forwardto..Ihavetrulymissedmyfamily.



Myphonethenstartedvibrating,itwasacall

fromBandile.Itookacoupleofdeepbreaths

beforeanswering..

Him:hey

Me:hi

Him:gothomesafely?

Me:yes..

Him:thatsgreat..Ihopeyoutoldthatplanetboy

ofyourswheretogetoffbecauseIhate

sharing..

Me:yes..

Him:goodbecausenexttimehewouldhave

endedupinacoffin..

Me:what?

Him:I'mjoking..

Me:thatdidn'tsoundLikeajoke

Him:wellitwas,ItoldEnhleaboutusandshe

toldmethatI'mthebeastinthemoviewhile



youarebeauty..thatI'mnotinyourleague..

Ilaughed..

Him:youarelaughing?thisisaheartbreaking

situation..

Me:youdolookLikethebeastthough..

Him:youmustbekiddingme..I'mhotandifI

wasn'tthenyouwouldn'tbeheretoday.

Me:loloksir!

Him:Iwillcomeoverthisweekendsothatwe

spendqualitytimetogether..

Me:youhavemoneytowasteIsee

Him:Idon'tmindwastingitonthepersonIlove..

Wewillspendtheweekendtogether..

Me:whataboutmyparents?

Him:yourdadisgoingonatripandyour

stepmotherwillbeatsomeuniversityfunction..

Me:howdidyouknowallthat?



Him:Ihaveearseverywheresweety

Me:ok,butnofunnybusiness..

Him:datingavirginisaproblem,Iwon'tdo

anythingtoyoubabe..youwillletmeonyour

ownfreewill..

Hesaidseductivelythatmywholefacewent

redthatmoment..

Him:unlessyouwantmetodoanythingtoyou..I

won't

Me:ok..

Him:good..

Me:IheardyourdadwasanAuthor..

Hewentsilentforawhile..

Him:yeah..whotoldyouthat?

Me:Ididmyresearch..

Him:smart,Ilike..

Me:ohhwellit'sinmyblood..



Him:well,Ithinkwewillmakemoresmarterkids

Ilaughed..

Me:thinkingaboutthefuturealready..

Him:yeah..I'mplanningmyorourfuture

somethingmydadcouldn'tdo..

Me:nottobeforwardbutwhatkilledhim?

Him:leukaemia..

Me:ohhI'mreallysorry..

Him:noitsok,Iwas10andIgotoverit..

Me:10..Wow!Youwerestillyoung..

Him:yeahandtomakemattersworsemy

Father'sfamilyneverreallylikedmymom..soit

wasprettyhard..

Me:hedidn'tleaveawill?

Him:yeah..prettymuchforacleverauthor..He

didn't..

Me:I'mreallysorry,butthankGodyouhadyour



mom..

Him:yeah..shesprettythestrongestpersonI

haveeverseen..sheraiseduswithcleaning

money..Irespectherforbeingthebestwoman

ihaveevermet..

Me:youshould...thoughherandEnhlelooklike

sisters..

Helaughed..somethingIhaveneverseemhim

dounlessitsa"dontfuckwithmelaugh"

Him:Ithinkitsonlyrighttosayshedoesn'tage..

Me:thatsprettycool..

Him:yeah..lookIwillcalltomorrownow

sleep,youhaveexamstomorrow..

Me:butI'mnotyetsleepy..

Him:Iknowbutsleep..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:bye

Hethenhungup,leavingmewithasmileonmy



face,himopeninguplikethattomeprovedto

mehowhehadatoughlifegrowingup,growing

upwithoutadadandlivingofyourmom's

cleaningsalary..Ineverreallythoughthewas

thekindofpersontohaveatoughgrowingup

seasonbutthenagainasthesayinggoes

"neverjudgethebookbyitscover"

.
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Thefollowingday,Iwokeupanddidmynormal

routine.GoingdownstairsIfoundDadandLizzy

eating.

Me:morning

Dad:princess

Lizzy:sweety,howdidyousleep?

Me:wonderfullyyou?

Her:great..

Dad:ummhsoI'mleavingnow..

Hesaidstandingup.

Him:IwillcallyouguyswhenIland..

Me:ok..

Him:Iloveyouboth..

Lizzy:weloveyoumore..

Hetookhisbagandwalkedoutwithusbehind



us.HegotinhisRangeroveraswewavedhim.

Westoodbythedoorwatchinghimdriveaway,I

didn'trealizeLizzycryinguntilIheardhersniff.

Me:hey,hewillbebackbeforeyouknowit..

Isaidhuggingher..

Her:yeah..

Me:letmegetgoing..

Her:ummhthere'sthisfunctionatUniversity,so

Iwasthinkingyoucancomewithme..

Me:ummh..I..Ihave..thisthing..moviedatewith

Leahsoucan't..

Her:owh,ok..ummhnexttime

Me:yeahnexttime..

Itookmybagwalledouttomycar.Lyinghas

neverbeenoneofmystrongpoints.Idroveto

school

GettingtomyclassIsatdownandbrowsedon

mybooks.Ionlyhad2paperstoday..AsIwas



stillthereBarrycameandstoodinfrontofme..

Me:hey

Her:hi,TodayItoldmyselfIwouldtellyou..

Me:tellmewhat?

Her:Venushasbeengoingonandonaboutyou

onsocialmedia..

Me:what?pleasetellmeyouarejoking..Ican't

havemymomonmycaseagain..

Her:no..he'salloveryourtimelineandon

tweeteryouareallhetweetsabout

Me:goodorbadthings?

Her:goodthingscause..Hesayshelovesyou..

Me:whataboutSamanthaorwhateverhername

is?

Her:shedidn'tcommentonanything..Tellme

whyyouguysbrokeup?

Me:itwasjustnotworking..



Her:ohh,I'msorry..sowhoisgoingtobeyour

dateattheprom?

Me:Leah..

Her:but..ummhok

Iknewshewantedtosaysomethingbutshe

keptit.

Me:yeah.

Her:howfaristhedesignerdesigningour

dresses?

Me:Ihaven'taskedLizzyyetbutI'msureits

almostdone..

Her:ok..letmeseat..

Me:thankyoufortellingme..

Her:itsok..

ShesatdownandafterawhileLeahcame.We

didn'ttalkthatmuch.Aroundbreakwewere

seatingatourusualtablewhenAlicedecidedto

invadethepeace.Thesmugfaceshe



had,provedtomeshewasheretostirup

troublenothingmoreandtroubleanddrama

werethelastthingsIwanted.

Her:girls!

Me:Alice

Her:howareyoufeelingDarling?

Me:feelingaboutwhatexactly?

Her:ohhaboutVenusdumpingyou..

Me:wellI'mok

Her:poorthing..itmusthurt

Leah:howaboutyoustopstickingyournose

whereitdoesn'tbelong?

Her:ohhheyLeah,Ididn'tseeyouthere..

Barry:Iknewyouhadaproblemwithyoureye

sight,youneedtoseetogotoanoptimist

Her:me?optimist?please

Leah:whileyouarestillthinkingaboutit,how



aboutyouleave..

Sheturnedandwalkedaway..

Me:youguysaresomean?

Leah:somebodyneedstoputherinherplace..

Ijustshookmyheadwhileeating.AfterbreakI

wroteanotherpaperthenfromtherewent

home.WhenIgothomeLizzywasalreadyin..

Me:hey

Her:hey,howwasyourexamtoday?

Me:great,nextweekisthelastweekofexams

thankGod!

Her:yeah,soIwasthinkingweeatouttonight?

Me:that'sagreatidea..

Her:youwanttochangeor?

Me:no,I'mgood..

Her:let'sgo..

Me:goodthingwearegoingout,Iwanttobuya



phone..mybrothersentmoney..

Her:ok,wecanpassbythephoneshopsbefore

goingtotherestaurant..

Me:ok

Wedroveout,wenttothemall..visitedafew

shopsuntilIfinallysawit.Afterpurchasingwe

wenttosomerestaurantandhaddinnerthere.

Aswewerestilleating,myphonerang.Itwas

EnhlesoIjustanswered..

Me:hey

Her:hey,howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodyou?

Her:wellI'mstillonholiday..Stillenjoyingbeing

home,stillseatingmylazyassdown.WhatcanI

wishformore?

Me:wellI'mstillwritingmyexams,willbedone

nextweekthenafterthatI'mdonewithhigh

school..



Her:goodforyou..anywaysoyouandBandile?

Ilaughed..SomehowIknewshewouldaskthat

andallIhavebeendoingiswaitingforherto

ask..

Me:wewhat?

Her:hetoldmethatyouguysaredating..isit

true?

Me:yesitstrue..

Shescreamed..

Her:Wow!Thismomhastoknow..

Me:youaresofunny..

Her:i,personallythinkyouguyswouldmakea

perfectcouple..

Me:Ihopeso..

Her:God!thisisthegreatestnewsIhaveever

had..

Me:lol..Ibetso



Her:sowhenareyoucomingback?

Me:Idon'tknow,butsoon

Her:betterbesoon..ummhspeakingofthe

devil..he'sherebye

Shethenhungupleavingmelaughing..Lizzy

hadhereyesonmethewholetime.

Her:and?whowasthatwholeftyousmilinglike

that?

Me:well,itsmy..myfriend..Enhle..theoneIonce

helpedthelasttimewewentshopping

together..

Her:ohh..theonewhosaidyouandherbrother

wouldmakeanicecouple..

Me:yes

Isaidsmiling..

Her:andthatsmile?

Me:whatsmile?

Her:thatone..don'ttellmeyouarealready



datingthebrother..

Me:thatwouldn'tbesobad..

Shelaughed..

Her:Iseeyou..

Me:what?lol

Her:girls!

Wehadtheremainingminutesofdinnerwith

herteasingme.GettinghomeIswappedmy

simcardtomynewphone..Itookalong

bath,thenafterbathingworemypj'spreparing

forsleeping.Immediatelywhenmyheadhitthe

pillowIsleptbutitwasn'tlonguntilIheardmy

phoneringinginmysleep,Iignoredatfirstbutit

startedringingagain.Withoutopeningmyeyes

Ianswered..

Me:hello..

.
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Hersleepyvoiceindicatedthatshewas

sleeping,itsoundedsexythough.Foramoment

thereIletitregisteragaininmymindthatshe

wasmine,allmine!

Me:hey..

Her:Bandile?

Me:no,thepolice..

Therewassilenceforawhile..

Her:ohhhey..

Me:sleepingalready?

Her:yes,I'mstillaschoolstudentifyoudont

realize..

Me:thanksfornotifyingmeonsomethingI

alreadyhaveknowledgeto..



Her:anywayhowareyou?

Me:I'mok,you?

Her:I'mgood,youstillcoming?

Me:yeah,Iwilltakeamorningflighttomorrow..

Her:oh,I'mgladyouarecomingthough..

Me:IthoughtyousaidIwaswastingmoney..

Her:yeah,butI'mhappyyouarecomingjustfor

me..

Me:becauseIloveyou,howwasyourexams

today?

Her:welltheywereok..Ipreparedenoughfor

them..

Me:good,Iwantwhat'sbestforyou..

Her:that'snice,Ihavebeenmeaningtoask..who

wasthatgirlwhoansweredyourphonethat

time?

Me:itwasEnhle



Tellingheritwasoneofmybootycallwasn'tan

optionespeciallynowknowinghowshelikes

tripping.

Her:ohh,ok..IthoughtEnhlestayswithyour

momthough

Me:wellshedoes,butfortheholidayshe'swith

me..

Her:Isee,youguysseemprettyclose..

Me:she'smyonlysibling..

Her::wellthat'sgoodtohaveabondlike

that..howoldareyou?

Me:30goingto31,I'mprettyoldyouknow..

Shegiggledsoftly..

Her:nowthat'salie

Me:howolddoyouthinkIam?

Her:Idon'twanttothinkaboutit..

Me:thenwhyask?



Her:curiousitymaybe..

Me:I'm24,weonlyhavea6yeardifference..

That'snotbadright?

Her:yeah,Iknewyouweresomewherearound

there..

Me:thefirsttimeIsawyou,Ithoughtmaybeyou

were15,nottooffendyoubutdamnyouare

short..

Shelaughed..

Her:nooffencetaken,plusyouarenotthefirst

persontosaythat..Probablynotthelast.

Me:obviously,youjustdifferentlybeautiful..

Shegiggledagain..

Her:IneverthoughtyouwerethekindtobeLike

this..

Me:likewhat?

Her:benice,youlooksocold..

Me:maybeitsbecauseIloveyou,don'tyouthink?



Her:maybe..

Me:thefirsttimeIsawyou,IknowmaybeIwas

amonsterbutIdidn'tnoticeonething..

Her:whatisthat?

Me:youhavebeautifuleyes,thetimeIsawyou

withEnhle..Isawhowbeautifultheywere

Her:myeyesareweird..

Me:ifyoudon'tseeyourownbeautythenIdon't

knowwhattotellyou..

Her:youcanalwaystellmeuntilitregistersin

mymind

Me:Icandothat..

Her:yeah..Iwouldlovethat

Me:ok,letmeletyouhaveyourbeautysleep..

Her:ok,Idon'tknowwhybutIloveyouBandile

Me:andIloveyoutoobutterfly..

Shechuckled..



Her:butterfly?

Me:youarebeautifullikeabutterfly..

Shelaughed..

Her:ok..

ThenIhungup,hearinghersayIloveyou

broughtthisunfamiliarfeelinginmyheart,she

lovedmeandIdidtoobutwillthisloveconquer

anything?Thefollowingday,Ipackedafew

clothesinabag..Iwasjustgoingtostatesfor2

daysonly..AsIfinishedpackingmydoorswung

openandEnhleemerged..

Her:goingsomewhere?

Me:learntoknockandyes,Iwillbebackon

Monday..

Her:ohh,whereareyougoing?

Me:somewhere,keepmyhouseinorder..

Her:ok..anywayI'mgoingtolookforajobtoday

Me:goodmove..



Her:yeah..

Me:okbye

Isaidwalkingouttomycar,Ihadallmy

travellingdocumentsinplace.Arrivingatthe

airportIreceivedatextfromSenzeni

"Done"

AtleastnowIcouldbreatheasily,Ican'tbe

dealingwithsomemullsrightnow,afterafew

minuteslaterIwasalreadyintheplane.

.

.

KRIS

.

.

TherehasbeendayswereIwashappybut

todaytookitall.IwokejustfeelinghappyandI

wasdeterminednottoletanyoneruinitforme.

GettingtoschoolinthemorningIfoundBen



waitingformeattheclassdoor,immediately

whenhesawmehesmiledandinvoluntaryI

smiledbackapproachinghim..

Me:Ben

Him:hey,Ihavebeenwaitingforyou..

Me:oh,let'sgoseatdown..

Wewenttoseatatmydeskashesatwhere

Leahusuallyseats.

Him:howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodyou?

Him:I'mOk,ummhsowhoisyourdateatprom

sinceyouandVenusbrokeup?

Me:Leah..

Him:oh,Ithoughtshehadadatealready?

Me:shedidactually..

Him:ok...WellIthoughtyoudidn'thaveadate..

IknewwhathewantedtoaskbutIdidn'twant



tomaketheconversationawkwardbybringing

itup.

Me:oh,anywayhowaretheexamscoming?

Him:good,actuallymuchmoreeasierthanI

anticipated..

Me:that'sgood..

Him:yeah,mymindisreallyonuniversity..

Me:metoo..

AfterawhileLeahcame,Benleftafterawhile..

Themorningwentwell..TodayIhadonepaper

towritemeaningIwasgoinghomealittleearly..

AfterwritingmyexamIhangoutwithBarryand

Leahforawhilewhohadanotherexaminthe

midafternoon..Aswewereseatedatsome

outdoorbenchIsawJeremiahapproachingus,

hewasalone..

Him:Kris,canwetalk?

Me:ummhOK



IsaidasIstoodupandwalkedadistanceaway

fromBarryandLeahwithhim..

Him:Isee,youbusybeinghappywhilesomeone

istearingapartbecauseofyou.Whatkindofa

personareyou?

Ilookedathimallconfusedwonderingwhathe

wasonaboutbecauseIwascompletelylost

Me:excuseme?

Him:howdoyousleepatnightknowing

someoneelseistearingapartbecauseofyou?

Me:Idon'tgetwhatyouaresaying..

Him:ohhthesamewayyoudon'tgethowyour

boyfriendbeatupVenus?

Me:youdon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Him:ohhwellIthinkIdo,Iwishtheykilledyou

becausepettywhoreslikedeservetodie

Ichuckled

Me:IthinkIshouldleavenow



Him:yeah,runyouskankwhore!

Ilookedathimwithtearsthreateningmyeyes,

isthiswhatVenusthinksofme?Askankwhore?

Itriedblinkingmytearsawaybuttheystill

escapedmyeyes..

Him:godisplayyourcrocodiletearssomewhere

else,Idon'tevenknowwhyVenuslovedyou,I

knewyouwouldbreakhim..

Iwalkedawayfromhim,butasIwalkedawayI

feltastrongfirmgripinmyhanddraggingme

backthatIalmostfell.

Me:Jeremiahletgoofmyhand

Him:staythefuckawayfromVenus,because

forstartersyounothistypeandsecondlywell

secondlybecauseyoujustnotitsogobackto

whicheverwhoreyoucamefromwherepeople

likeyouexist

Hestillhadhisfirmgripinmyhand,Ievenfelt

likemyhandwascrushing..Tearskept



streamingasIenduredthosepainfulwordsand

thephysicalpainboth.

"Letgoofherhand"Ididn'thavetoturntoknow

whowasthat,itwasLeahnodoubt.Jeremiah

letgoofmyhandandlookedatLeah..

Him:andwhotheheckareyou?

Leah:notyourfriendobviously

Him:Idon'thavetimeforthis,asforyoustay

awayatfromVenus

Hesaidashewalkedaway..Leahhuggedme

asIjustheldmytearstryingsohardnottocry

byallmeans.

Her:I'mreallysorryaboutthat..

Me:itsok,letmegetgoing

Her:willyoubeok?

Me:yes..SeeyouonMonday

Her:ok..

Iwalkedtomycarholdingit,themomentI



droveoutoftheschoolpremisesIletitallout,a

loudcry,Iwasreallyhurt..Ihaveneverspoken

toJeremiahever,allIeverdidwasseehimwith

VenusandconsideringhowVenusisclosewith

himmaybethat'swhattheythoughtofme..I

parkedmycaratthesideoftheroadasIcried

more,afterawhileIcalmedmyselfdownand

drovehome.IwentstraighttomyroomwhenI

arrivedhome,IwasAlonesinceIcameback

early.Itooksleepingpillsanddrankthem,after

awhileIhadpassedoutonmybed.Icouldhear

mynamebeingcalledouttogetherwithviolent

shaking.Thevoicegrewmoreandmorelouder

untilIslowlyopenedmyheavyeyelids.Icould

seeLizzy..

Her:ohhthankGod!Youareawake..

ShehelpedmeseatasIfullyopenedmyeyes,

hereyeswereredlikeshehasbeencrying..

Her:don'teverdothatagain..

Thatmomentitallcameback,Jeremiah'sharsh



words,theysankdeeplyinmyheartandhit

whereithurts.

Her:Bandilecalled..Hesaidyoushouldcallhim

assoonasyouwakeup..Ithought..

Me:I'm sorry..IjustwantedtosleepsoItook

sleepingpills

Her:pleasedon'teverscaremelikethat..

Me:Ihopeyoudidn'tcalldad..

Her:Iwasscared,Ihadto..

Me:ohJesus!Itsok,Iunderstand..

Her:Ialsocalledanambulance

Me:ok..

Her:andwhenIrealizedyouwerenotwakingI

toldtheBandileguy

Me:noyoudidn't!Pleasetellmeyouarejoking

sowelaughitout

Shelookeddown..



Me:Godhe'sgoingtothinki'mmorechildish..

Didyouhavetotellhimalso?

Isaidpacingupanddowntheroom,myheart

wasbeatingfastandtoomanywhatit's

escalatedinmyminduntilIsatdown.

Her:mymindwasallovertheplace,Ididn't

knowwhattodo,Iwasscared..

Ibreathedout,ofcauseshemusthavebeen

scaredandhereIwasmakingherfeelbad.

Me:I'msorry,itsjustthat..Idon'twanthim

thinkinghe'sdatingachildishgirl..

Her:maybethat'swhyhelovesyoubecauseif

hedidn'tthenwhywouldhestickaround..

Thenwhywouldhe?tobehonestBandileisvery

handsomeandhecanhaveanyonehechooses

tobewithandthefactthattherearenotebetter

womenouttherescaredme.

Me:I'mreallysorry..-

Thenweheardaknock..



Her:mustbetheambulance,letmetellthem

falsealarm

Me:ok

Asshewalkedoutmyphonestartedringing,it

wasdad.ItookaheavybreathasIanswered..

Him:princess?Pumpkin?

Me:Dad..

Him:ohGod,thankGodyouareok...What

happened?

Me:I..Justtooksomesleepingpills

Him:why?

Me:Iwastiredandwantedtosleep..I'mreally

sorryforscarringyoulikethat

Him:don'teverdothat..

Me:OK,haveyouarrived?

Him:yes..IthinkIwillcomebacksooner

Me:what?Why?



Him:Ihavetokeepyousafe..

Me:butLizzyishere

Him:yes,sheis..But..-

Me:comeondad,Ijustthinkyouare

overreacting

Him:maybeIwillsee

Me:goodnight..

Him:goodnightprincess

ThenIhungupwithasigh,turningaroundI

foundBandikeeyesonme,IfrozeasIstared

backathim,whatwashedoinghere?

Him:areyoujustGoingtostandthere?

Iwalkeduptohimandhuggedhim,heheldme

tightlyasIburiedmyheadonhischest.Ifeltall

emotionalagainandlettearsfall..

Him:Krisyouok?

Hesaidpullingmyheadfromhischest,the

momenthesawmytearsheletmeburrymy



headonhischestagain..Hepickedmeupand

laymeonmybedashelaybesidesme.Hestill

heldmetightlyclosertohim..

Him:whoisit?

Me:who?

Iaskedwithacrackyvoice..

Him:thepersonwhoismakingyoucry?

TellingBandileitsJeremiahwasprobablya

wrongmove,Bandilewouldrearrange

Jeremiah'sfaceandIdidn'twantthat..theway

hewasevencalmnodoubthewasmad..

Me:itsnobody

Him:that'swhyyourhandsarebruised?

Iputmybruisedhandaway..

Him:noneed,Isawthatalready

Me:I..I..

Him:tryingItocookupalie?



Me:no..I.

Him:don'tbotheryourself,Iwillfindoutanyway..

Andsomeoneisgoingtopayonewayorthe

other

Ikeptquiet..Ididn'tevenknowwhattosay..

Him:promisemeyouwon'teverdothat,never

scaremelikethat.Thethoughtofloosingyou

breaksmyheart..promiseme

Me:Ipromise..

Him:IloveyousomuchKris,maybemorethan

youthinkbutIloveyousomuchandthereis

someoneouttheremakingyousadthatperson

isalsomakingmesadandIhateitwhenyou

aresad

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:anywaydidyougotoschooldressedup

likethat?

IwasinanoversizedT-shirtwithajean.



Me:yeah,somethingwrong?

Him:youlooklikethelate80'stomboys

Ilaughedsoftlyhittinghim..

Me:thatsmean

Him:itsthetruth..makingmewonderwhatyou

arehidingbeneaththoseclothes..

Me:whatexactlycouldIbehiding?

Him:Idon'tknow,somesexybody..

Iburiedmyheadonhischestwhilegiggling

shyly..

Him:youaresoshy

Me:noI'mnot..

Him:yesyouareandyouknowit..

Me:whereareyoustaying?

Him:atahotel..

Me:ok,bythewaywhereisSeth?

Him:he'sthere,there'samomentwhereI



thoughtyouguyslikedeachother

Ilaughed

Me:youarecrazy

Him:I'mserious..Anywayyouareminenow..

Hesaidleaningovertome,hislipstouched

mineandIjustfeltthiselectricvibethat

travelledthroughmybodymakingmeshakea

bit.HegotmorecloserasIclincheduntohim.

Thewayhe'skissesalwaysgetmeweakmakes

mewanthimmore,thisisthesecondtimewe

kissandasthefirsttimeI'mweakathistouch.

Weweredisturbedbymyphoneringing,my

heartbeatfastasIsawthescreen,itwasVenus

andBandilehadhiseyesonme.WhydidVenus

havetocallattimeslikethis.

Bandile:answerit..

SlowlyIanswered..

Me:hello

Him:heyKris,LeahtoldmeaboutJeremiah..I



didn'tsendhimIswear.Idon'tknowwhat's

gottenintohimbutbelievemeIhadnoideahe

wasgoingtocometoyou

Me:itsok

Him:I'mreallysorry,Iamreallyreallysorry..

Me:there'snoneed,ummhIhavetogo..

Isaidhangingup,notgivinghimthechanceto

respondandlookingatBandilewhohada

emotionlessface.

Me:I'mreallysorryaboutthat,itwasallinnocent

Helaughedabit..

Him:lookbutterfly,Iknowitsnot..I'mnotthat

muchinsecure..Iloveyouenoughtotrustyou..

Me:ok..

Him:pluswhywouldIgetthreatenedwithsome

guywithafunnynamelikethat?

Ilaughed..

Me:thatsmean



Him:noseriously,somestaffthough..letme

keepquiet

Me:thankyouforcominghere

Him:don'tthankme,I'mherebecauseI

care..plusitsnoteverydayIhaveagirlfriend

overdosingpills

Me:Ididn'toverdoseIjust-

Him:itsok,whateverthatyoudid..neverdoit

again

Me:yes

Isaidsnugglingclosertohim..

Me:nottobeforwardbutwho'srunningyour

companywhileyouarehere?

Him:Ireallydon'trunthatcompany,officeshit

ain'tformeandhowthefuckdidyouknow

aboutmycompany?

Me:whenIwasdoingmyresearchIcame

acrossit



Him:youarestalkingme?andhereIthoughtit

wastheotherwayround..

IsoftlyLaughed

Me:noIwasn't..

Him:youwere,anywayIreallyhatebeingstuck

inaoffice,behindadesk..

Me:thenwhatdoyoudo?justseatathome?

Him:no

Ididn'taskfurther..notbecauseIdidn'twantto

butbecauseIthoughtitsbestIdidn'tknow.

Him:youcanaskanything,Idon'twantyouto

behearingthingsfrompeople

Me:no,Idon'thaveanyquestions..

Him:ok,doyoutrustme?

Me:yes..

Him:good..

Hesaidlookingatme..



Him:let'scontinueonthatkiss

Hesaidpullingmeclosertohimagain.We

talkeduntilIfellasleep,wakingupthefollowing

morninghewasn'tbymysidemeaningheleft.I

sighedasIgotup..myheartfeltabitheavy

realisinghewasn'tbymysideanymore.

YesterdaynightbroughtthisfeelingtomethatI

cantbringtoexplainthesamewayIcant

explaintheloveIhaveforhim,asmuchasIlove

himbutIreallycouldn'tmakethefeelingthatI

wasgoingtohurtbadlyattheendofthisall

go..Ididn'twanttoeventhinkaboutitbecause

itdrainedallmyenergybutonethingI

promisedmyselfandthistimeIwasgoingto

keepmypromise..nomatterwhatIwasgoing

tofightforhim,forusbecauseIknewthat

loosingBandilewouldkillme..Iwenttomy

closetandtookhisjacketandhuggeditcloser

tome,Ifeltlikeastupidretardhighschoolgirl

withacrush.IplacedthejacketbackasIwent

andtookashower.Dressedupinabiddy



huggingmidthighdress,aleatherjacketthen

finisheditoffwithconverse.Iworearubber

watchthenwalkedoutofmyroom,lockedthe

doorandplaceditinmyjacket'spocketthen

wentdownstairs...GettingdownstairsLizzy

wasalreadyup,shehadpreparedafullEnglish

breakfast..

Her:hey,howdidyousleep?

Me:tobehonest,Isleptwithasmileonmyface..

Her:mhhmitsBandileain'tit?

Me:hispresenceisenoughtomakeme

smile..amIgoingcrazy?

Her:no,hun..that'showlovefeelslike..

Me:Ifeellikethewholeworldisgoingtobe

againstus..

Her:wellthewholeworldbeingagainstyou

doesn'tmatteraslongasyoumakeachoiceto

holdeachothershandsandgothroughitall

together..



Me:Ihopewesurviveit..Ilovehimtoomuch

thatloosinghimwouldkillme..

Shehuggedme,afterawhilewewereseating

herdeliciousbreakfast.

Me:thisisverydelicious..

Her:thankyousweety..ummhsoBandiletold

meabouttakingyououttodaysoyouunwind..

Me:hedid?

Her:yeah..whenyoucomeback,Iwilldropyouat

themovieswhereyouwanttogowithLeah

thenalsopickyouup..

Me:thatwouldbelovely..

But..ummh..Leah..said..shewillpickme..up

Her:ohh,Idontmindtakingyouboththere..

Me:youareso..awesomebutIthink..wewill

manage..

Her:I'mjusttryingtomakesureyouaresafeat

alltimes..



Me:andIloveyousomuchforthatbutwewill

beok..

Her:youdoloveme?

Me:yeah..Iloveyou

Shesmiledastearsfilledhereyes..

Her:Iloveyoutoosweety..incaseyouneed

anythingjustcall,don'thesitate

Me:ok..

AftereatingIreceivedatextfromBandile

tellinghe'soutsidethegate..

Me:ok,he'shere

Her:letmegivehimawarningtalk..

Ilaughed..

Her:I'mseriouslet'sgo..

Me:ok

WewalkedoutsidethegatewithLizzybehind

me..



Bandilethengotoutofthecar,Idon'tthinkhe

wasexpectingtoseeLizzy..

Him:ummhmorning

Lizzy:youbetterbringherinonepieceorelseI

willmincemeatyouandnexttimeyouwill

knowMacverdana'sarenotthepeopletomess

with

ShesaidtryingtosoundScarry,Ilaughed..

Bandilejustnodded

Her:good,havefunsweety

Shesaidkissingmyforehead

Me:ok..

IwalkedtowardsBandileasLuzzywalkedback

inside.

Him:Wow!

Me:I'msorryaboutthat..

Isaidlaughing..

Him:notWowyoustepmom,Wowyou,youlook



soBeautiful..verybeautifulIevenfeeljealous..

Ishylylookeddown..

Heheldmyhandandledmetothepassenger

sit,thenopenedthedoorforme.Igotinsideand

sodidhe.Hedrovetothemall,gotoutand

camebackafterawhilewithplasticsthathe

placedatthebackseat.Hegotinandstarted

thecaragain.Hedroveoutoftownthen

stoppedalongwayandheparkedbesidesthe

road.

Me:wherearewe?

Him:let'sgetoffandstopaskingtoomany

questions..

Wegotoffthecar,hetooktheplasticandsome

miniblanket.Wewalkedabitintothewoods

untilwecameacrossthisothertree,heplaced

theminiblanketthereaswesatdown.Hetook

outwhatwasintheplasticsanditwassome

snacks.



Me:howdidyoufindthisplace?

Him:onetimemycarstoppedrunningaround

thisarea..

Ilaughed..

Me:neverknewthosethingscanhappentoyou

Him:aslongasI'mhumanitsuredoes..

Welaydownontheblanketwithmyheadonhis

chestasIlistenedtohissteadyheartbeat.

Him:didyoutellyourstepmotheryouwillbe

withmeuntiltomorrow?

Me:youmeanI'msleepingatyourhotelroom

tonight?

Him:yeah

Ilaughedbutstoppedalongway..

Me:that'snotajoke?

Him:serious..

Me:no..I..how..



Him:whataboutthemoviethingshesaidyou

have,what'sthat?

Me:IjustthoughtmaybeIwouldspendthe

wholedaywithyouthendropmeoffaround

2200hrs

Hechuckled..

Him:ok,butitsnotlikeIwilldoanythingtoyou

Kris..

Me:Idontwanttobepregnant

Helaughed..

Him:pregwhat?ifIdon'tdoanythingtoyouthen

howcanyoupossiblyfallpregnant?

Me:whatifthingsgetoutofcontrol?

Him:Iwillsleeponthefloor..howisthat?

Ilookedathimandhewasstilllaughing..

Him:Ipromise,onmyfather'sgraveIwon'tdo

anythingtoyou..Wellatleastanythingthatwill

makeyoupregnant..Deal?



Me:ok..areyouseriousaboutthefloorthing?

Him:stopbeingfunny..I'mnotserious..IsaidI

won'tdoanythingthatwillmakeyoufall

pregnant..

Me:ok..

Iputmyheadbackonhischestagain..

Him:thewayyouaresoscaredofsexmakes

melaugh..Onewayortheother..weareoneday

goingtohavesex..

Me:Iknow,butnottodayorthismonth..

Isaidmumbling..

Him:ofcausenottoday..orthusmonthasyou

say..

Me:yes..

Westayedthereforawhilebeforehejustdrive

around.Around1600hrsIwasinhisroomwhile

hewassortingsomethingatthereceptionist..I

decidedtocallLeahbutgotdisturbedbyatext



fromLizzy"justleftforthefunction,willtryto

comebackabitearly,havefunatthemovies"I

thencalledLeah,Iseriouslyneededhertocover

upforme..

Her:Kris..

Me:hey..lookIneedafavour..

Her:whatisit?

Me:ItoldLizzywearegoingoutformovies

tonight..

Her:weare?

Me:no,I'msneaking

Shegaspedthenlaughed..

Her:butsneakingoutwhere?

Me:Iwilltellyouatschoolbutpleasecoverup

forme..

Her:whatifsomethinghappenstoyouwhileyou

areoutthere?

Me:I'matthehotelneartheairport..If



somethinghappensactlikeyoudon'tknow

anythingbutnothingisgoingtohappen..Will

youdoit?

Her:IncaseLizzycallsyes,Iwillcoverforyou..

Me:thanks

Her:butdidyoulockyourdoor?

Me:yeah..

Her:dontdoanythingIwon'tdo

Me:okbye

Ihungup,thenBandilegotin..

Me:done?

Him:yeah..

Hecameandlaybesidesmeinthebed..

Me:hotellifeisnice

Isaidlookingaround

Him:stopactinglikeyouhaveneversleptina

hotel..



Me:Idid,butitwasn'ta5starhotel

Hejustlaughed..

Him:youwillgetused

Me:yes..

He'sphonestartedRinging..helookedatthe

callerideathenhungupthephone..

Me:whoisit?

Him:Enhle..

Me:ohok,maybeit'simportant..Thehouse

maybeonfire..

Him:no,she'sjustbeingannoyingbecause

that'swhatshedoesbest,Iwastalkingtohera

fewminutesago..

Me:oh,ok..

Him:yes

Hesaidgettingontopofme,Iremainedcalm.

Him:alreadyscared?



Ishookmyheadno

Him:good..

Hebroughthisfacecloserandstartedkissing

mepassionatelywhilehishandscaressedmy

wholebody..Hislipswentfrommylipstomy

neckashecamebetweenmylegs.Frommy

neckthenbacktomylipsthenmyear

lobs."relax,Iwon'tdoanythingthatwillmake

youpregnant"

Hewhisperedseductivelyandapartofmejust

relaxed.Heslowlyunzippedmydressandslidit

down.Hislipswentfrommykipstomy

exposedcleavage,mybodywaslovingwhat

washappeningthatIevenletoutamournashe

kissedmystomachuntilmynaveltomypanties.

Myheartbeatacceleratedabitbuthecame

backtomylipsagainandkisseddeeperthan

beforeasHishandmadeitswayinmypanties

andstartedrubbingmesoftly.AfterawhileI

wassoftlymourningasherubbedmefaster



thanbefore..Iwassoturnedon..Heunhooked

mybraandtookitoffthenpulledmypanties

down.Withinaminutehe'sheadwasbetween

mylegswithhishandssoftlymassagingmy

boobs.Ican'tevenstarttoexplainhowIfeltthat

moment,Ifeltahugewaveofpleasurehitme

thatIpushedhisheaddeeperasIgrabbedon

thesheets.Hecamebackatmethenkissedme

allowingmetotastemyself.Ikissedhimback

asIwoundedmylegsonhiswaist,hethen

startedtodryhumpmebutIcouldfeelhishard

cockthroughhissweatpants.Itfeltso

good,whathewasdoingtomefeltsogoodthat

forawhiletherethepleasureIwasgettingwas

theonlythingIcouldmakesenseof.Hedry

humpedmeashesuckedmyboobsandIjust

curledmytoesenjoyingit,apartofmewanted

himtojustdragthosesweatpantsdownand

giveittomerealbutanotherwasjustscared..

.

.
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WakingupIwastightlylockedinBandile'sarms.

AsmilecreptonmyfaceasIremembered

yesterday'sevents.Hedidn'tdoanythingthat

wouldgetmepregnantthough,thatwasarelief

becausewherethingshadendedyesterdayI

wasn'tsureifIwouldhavebeenabletostop

himifhedecidedotherwisebecausemy

hormoneshadbetrayedme.Igotoutofhis

armsslowlymakingsureIdon'twakehimup

thenwenttothebathroom.AfterurinatingI



washedmyhandsthengotoutofthebathroom,

Iwasalmostgettingbacktobedwhenhis

phonecaughtmyattentiononthedressing

table,itwasenoughattractingformetofeel

likegoingthroughit.ForamomentthereI

startedarguingwithmyownmind,itwasabad

ideatobesnoopingonhisphonelikeainsecure

girlfriendthatIliterallyfeltlike.Afteralotof

hesitationIfoundmyselfwalkingtowardsit,bad

ideaKrismyinnerselfscreamedbutIcouldn't

stopmyself.WithshakinghandsItookitbut

therewasapassword.ItookadeepbreathasI

placeditdownandactuallythankedGodithad

apasswordbecausewhatifIfoundsomething

notpleasing.Ithenwalkedbacktobedand

creptbesideshim.

Him:hey

Hesaidbuthe'seyeswereclosed,didhesee

me?Iheldmybreathlookingathim.

Him:howdidwesleep?



Hesaidpullingmeclosertohimnowwithhis

eyesfullyopened.

Me:good,you?

Him:withyoubymysideperfect..

Igigglesshyly,foramomentthereIwasjust

feelingspecial.HishandcreptinhisT-shirtI

waswearingthenwentstraighttomyass.

Me:Ihavetogethome

Thatdidn'tstophim,insteadheburiedhishead

onmyneckthatinvoluntaryIletoutamourn..

Me:babeI'mserious

Him:doyouhavetoruinthisbeautifulmoment?

Me:IdontwantLizzysuspectingme..Iwillhave

tojustshowup..

Him:doyouevenknowwhattimeitis?

Me:nobut..-

Him:itsnot6yet,Iwilldropyoubyaround5

better?



Me:itsalreadyaround5

Him:youaresokeenongoing!

Hesaidgettingoutofbedgoingtothe

bathroom.ItookadeepbreathasIheardthe

shower,hewasbathingobviously.DidIupset

him?Ididn'tknowwhyhewasactingbrandnew

becauseonewayortheotherheknewIhadto

gethome.Iheardaknockonthedoor,itmust

havebeenthehotelstaffsoIstoodupbutat

almostopeningthedoorIrealizedIwas

dressedonlyinhisT-shirtsoIretreatedand

worethehotelgownbeforeopeningthedoor.

AndasIhadsuspecteditwasthehotelstaff

andhewasholdingalargeenvelope.

Me:hello

Him:goodmorningmam,I'mlookingMrThulani

Me:ohhe'sbathing,youcanhanditoverIwill

makesurehegetsit.

Helookedatmeforawhilebeforehandingme



theenvelope.Iwalkedbackinsidetheroomand

hewasdone,hewasonlyinatowelandGoddid

helooksexy.Tobehonestthisniggaishotthat

Ievenfeltjealous.

Him:isthatmine?

Inoddedgivingittohim.Iwatchedhimtear

downtheenvelopeandreadtheletter.After

readingitheplaceditdownandlookedatme.

Him:ain'tyougonnabath?

Istoodupinsilenceandwalkedstraighttothe

bathroomwereItookahotshowerwithtears

streaming,callmeacrybabybuthimbeing

coldtowardsmehurtme,allbecauseIhadto

gethome?AfterIwasdonewithmycryingI

bathedthenwalkedoutoftheshowerwitha

towelwrappedaroundmybody,hewasalready

donedressingupandlookedhotterthan

anythingelseIhaveeverlaidmyeyeson.He

wasdressedinabrownchino,somebrown

addidassneaker,awhitetightT-shirtanda



militaryjacketthenfinisheditoffwithamilitary

cap.Noliehedidlookfly.Iwentovertomy

yesterdayclothesanddressedupwithhiseyes

onmethewholetime,Ididfeeluncomfortable

butIjusthadtosuckitup.AfterIwasdoneI

lookedbackathim.

Him:done?

Inodded..

Him:let'sgo

Hewalkedoutwithmebehindhimandwent

straighttothecarhewasusing.Assoonaswe

gottothecarhepushedmeslightlyswiftlyuntil

mybackwasonthecarwithhimbreathing

downonmyneck,hishandswereonmywaist.

Him:doyouknowhowmuchIloveyou?

Hewhisperedinmyearwhilstsoftlynibblingit.

Me:w..whyareyoubeingmeantome?

Hechuckledlookingatme



Him:mean?comeon,youwouldknowifI'm

beingmean..

Ilookeddown,softlyhetiltedmyhead..

Him:Idon'tseemyselfbeingmeantoyoubut

thenifIam,I'msorry..areyouoknow?

Islowlynodded..

Him:isthatwhyyouwerecrying?

Me:Iwasn'tcrying..

Iprotested

Him:oh,that'swhyyoureyesarered?

Me:somethingjustgotinmyeye..

Him:youareareallybadlier

HesaidpressingourbodiestogetherthatI

couldevenfeelhisdickonmytummy.BeforeI

knowithewaskissingthelivingdaylightsout

ofme.PassionatelywekissedforawhileuntilI

decidedtopulloutashisdickwasgettinghard.

Me:let'sgo



Hechuckledopeningthedoorforme,shyly

smilingIgotinthenhewentovertothedriver's

sideandgotin.Hestarteddrivingbackhome.

Him:thewayyouaresoscaredofmyDick!

Ishylylookedoutsidethroughthewindow..

Him:there'snoneedtobescaredreally,Mr

bazookaisreallygentlemanbabe

Hesaidtakingmyhandandrubbingitonhis

Dick.Mywholefacejustbecamered.

Him:Iwillpickyouuplater.

Me:whattimeareyouleaving?

IfinallyfoundmytinyvoicesoIasktakingmy

handoffhisdick

Him:1900hrs..

Me:Iwishyoudidn'thavetogo

Him:metoobabebutcircumstancesbutterfly

Me:IwishIwasGodthenIcouldeasilychange

things..



Helaughed..

Him:Iknowyouwould,whenareyouclosing

yourschools?

Me:2weeksfromnow..

Him:thenwhat?

Me:thenIcomebacktoBots

Him:ok,andvarsity?

Me:haven'treallythoughtaboutit..

Him:ok..

Hesaidpulling3housesfromours.

Him:its0530,I'msureshesnotawakeyet..

Me:yeah,ummhwillseeyoulaterthen?

Him:yeah

Hepulledmeclosertohimandkissedmy

lips..hepulledoutafterawhile

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



Igotoffthecarandstartedwalking

home,insteadofhimtakingaU-turnhedrove

behindmeslowly.IgotinsidethegateasI

wavedhimandhejustwinkedatme.Itiptoed

mywayinsidethehousethenstraighttomy

room.Shewasn'tawakeyet,Islowlyunlocked

mydoorandgotinlockingitagain.Ithrew

myselfonmybedandsighedoutheavilyoutof

reliefthenundressedafterawhileandgotin

mypj's.ItookmyphoneandwentonFacebook,

notexactlyatmyaccountbuttolowkeystalk

Bandile.Iwentthroughhispostforabout30

minuteseventhecomments.Isomehowfelt

stupidfordoingthat.AfterstalkinghimIwent

tomyinboxwheretherewasatextfrom

Venus."hey"

Itookabout10minutescontemplatingon

whethertoreplyornotbutthenlastlydecided

toreply"hi"

Afterawhilehehadalreadyasentanothertext



"I'mreallysorryaboutJeremiah"

"Itsok,really..hewasjustlookingoutforhis

friendVenus,itsok"

"Hehadnoright,butanywayhowareyou?"

"I'mgood,you?"

"NotsogoodwithoutyoubutI'mok,Igota

sponsorshiptoOxfordbecauseofrugby"

"Wow!that'snice"

"Itwouldhavebeenmorenicertocelebratethe

newswithyou"

"Sometimeswedontalwaysgetwhatwewant,I

believeeverythinghappensforareason"

"Yeah,Istillloveyou"

"Itsnotwrongtostillloveme,I'msureyouwill

findsomeoneelsethoughatOxford"

"WhatifIwantyouonly?isthatwrong?"

Ididn'tknowhowtoreplythatsoIjustleftthe

textandimmediatelyloggedout.Itookadeep



breathasItossedmyphonebesidesme.Tobe

honest,IjustwantedVenustoacceptthefact

thatmeandhimweredonebutthenIcouldn't

forcehim.Ifinallytookthecouragetojustgo

downstairsandwatchTVbecausestayingupin

mybedwasstartingtobecomeboring.

IswitchedtheTVonandjustsatthere

watchinguntilLizzyfinallycamedown.

Her:morning...

Me:hey,sleptwell?

Her:yes,Icameinabitlateandyouwere

alreadysleeping..

Me:ohhyeah..

Her:howwasthemovie?

Sheaskedseatingbesidesme..

Me:awesome,andthefunction?

Iaskedsotoavoidthemovietalk.

Her:itwasnice,Ibroughtyousomecakeweate



there,itsinthekitchen

Me:ohw,thanks..

Her:sowhatisyourplantoday?

Me:I'mgoingoutlaterwithBandile,he'sleaving

todaysoratherspendthedaywithhim

Her:sohowareyouguysgoingtojuggleupyour

distancerelationship?

Me:ireallydontknow,Ievenfeel..

Her:feelwhat?

Me:insecure,Iknowitsoundscrazybutwho

knowswhathewillbedoinginmyabsence?I

meanwenotevenhavingsex,youcan'ttellme

he'sobviouslygoingtowaitforme..

Her:Ireallydontknowwhattotellyou,but

maybealittletrustinhimwilldo

Me:Idotrusthimbuthaveyouseenhislevelof

hottnes?niggaishellafine!

Her:youstillhavevarsity,thedistanceisstill



goingtobethere.Youaregoingtolearnhowto

dealwithyourinsecurities..

Me:yeahIknowbutifIprobablygotovarsityin

SAthenwecanbecloser..Imeanrelationships

isallaboutcompromisingsoI'mgoingto

compromisethenmaybeschoolatUJ

Her:UJ?

Me:universityofJohannesburg..Itsagood

institution..Iwilljusthavetogothere..

Her:wellIcan'tstopyoubutwhataboutyour

dad?

Me:hewillhavetoacceptit..onewayorthe

other..

****************

Her:and?

Leahaskedoverthephonelaterthatdaywhilst

IwaswaitingforBandilewhohadtextedafew

minutesagosayinghe'scoming.



Me:andhejustwentdownonme,that'sall

Shescreamed..

Her:itwastimeyoufeelsomething..Nexttime

itwon'tjustendthere..

Ilaughed

Me:I'mnotreadyforsex

Her:youwillneverbeready..trustmeonthat

one

Me:Idon'tknowaboutthatbutrightnow,I'm

reallynotready..thewayI'mscaredofgetting

pregnant!

Her:thereissomethingcalledcondom,or

morningafterpill..

Me:Iknowbut-

Istoppedonmytrackswhentherewasanother

incomingcallcoming

Me:lookwewilltalk..

Her:okbye



Ithenhungupandtakingtheincomingcall

whichwasBandile..

Him:I'moutside

Me:I'mcoming..

Lizzyhadwentout,soIjustwalkedoutand

wentstraighttohiscarandgotin.

Him:hey

Hesaidimmediatelyafterhestartedthecar

andalreadydriving.

Me:hi

Thentherewasthissilence,iwon'tsayitwas

comfortablesilencebecausethiswasthefirst

timeIhavebeenwithhiminsuchsilence.After

awhileheputdownthevolumeoftheradioand

lookedatmeforawhilethenbacktotheroad.I

knewhehadsomethingtosaybutI'mnotsure

ifIwasgoingtolikeit.

Him:ummhhbabe,my..ummhI'mnolonger

leavingaround1900hrs



Me:ooh,whenareyouleavingthen?

Him:in30minutes

Ilaughed,obviouslyhecan'tbeserious.

Me:ok,nicejokeBandile

Him:no,likeseriously

HedidsoundseriousandthatMomentIfelt

hurt.Weren'twesupposedtobespendingthis

daytogether?

Me:oh

AndthatsallIcouldsay,becausedeepdownI

hadbeenawaitingthemomentwherehewould

actuallysay"gotyou"butthenitnevercame.

Him:thereissomeemergency,soIreallyneed

torushback

Me:ok

Him:arewemad?

Me:no,I'mcool



Him:youdon'tsoundsocool

Me:maybeitsbecauseIwashopingwespend

thisdaytogether..

Him:there'sgoingtobenexttimebabe,I

promise

Me:yeah..

Him:ok,canwebeatleastpretendtobeahappy

coupleatleast?

Ilaughed,notbecauseitwasfunnybuthe

soundedlikeacrazyperson

Me:whydidn'tyoutellmeearlier?

Him:Ididn'tknowthen..IwillmakeituptoyouI

promise..

Ijustnoddedclearlylostforwordstoevensay

Hedrovestraighttotheairport,thengot

off,wenttotheboottookhisbagthencameto

mydoorandopenedit.

Him:let'sgetinside..



ReluctantlyIgotoffthecarandwalkedwith

himinsidetheairport.Wewentandsaton

someotherbencheswaitingforhisplane's

departuretobeannounced.

Me:Ican'tbelievethisishappening..

Him:eithercanI,butIpromisetomakeitupto

you..

HesaidtickingmethatIendeduplaughing

evenifIdidn'twantto..

Him:nowthat'sthelaughIhavebeendreading

tohear

Me:I'mreallygoingtomissyou..

Him:metoo

Hesaidpullingmeinforakiss,Ididn'tmind

kissinghiminfrontofpeople,hewasmine

afterall.Westoppedafterawhile.Therestof

theminuteswesattheregoofingaroundlostin

ourownworldwhereonlyusexisted.Whenhe's

planewasannouncedmyheartsank,Icouldn't



evenstopthetearsthatIhadbeentryingto

hideallalong.AftersomekissesandalotofI

loveyouweresaidIwatchedhimwalk

away,withmyheart.IfeltlikeIwasavictimto

hislove.Istoodthereuntilhefullyvanishedand

therewasnotraceofhimthenIwalkedback

outsidewithmyheartbleeding.Gettingoutside

Imetadeliveryguywhowasstandingbythe

airportslidingdoor.

Him:Goodafternoonmam,areyouKristin

Macverdana?

Me:yes,howcanIhelp?

Him:thisisforyou

Hesaidhandingmesomeredroses,theysmelt

niceandtheyevenhadanote.Itookoutthe

noteandread"IknowyouaremadsoIdida

littlesomethingforyousotocheeryouup,hope

youloveit.Bandile."

IsmiledwidelyasIsmelttheflowersagain.I

lookedbackatthedeliveryguywhowasstill



standingthere

Me:anythingelse?

Him:actuallyyes,comethisway

Ifollowedhim,andwhatIcameacrosswasvery

heartwarming..Therewerepeopleholding

somebigredlettersthatread"ILOVEYOUSO

MUCH"Ijustheldmymouthoverwhelmed,it

wassoromanticIwon'tlieandIlovedit..

Me:ohmyword!

Ifanything,thismademefallinlovewithhim

more,thepastdayshasbeenthegreatestof

mylife.TobehonestIwouldn'tmindsticking

withBandile'smeanrudeassforlifebecauseI

justloveit.Therewasevenantaxiwaitingfor

me.Hehadeverythingsmoothlyorganised.It

wasjustbeautifultojustconcludeitall.

Afewdayspassed,examswerestillon,Ididn't

seeJeremiahthatmuchatschoolatIwasglad

andevenVenus.Iwonderifhewasdischarged



thenwhywon'thebecomingtoschool?but

thenmaybethedoctorstoldhimtotakeiteasy.

TheweekwasgoingsmoothlyandIwas

actuallygladthatexamswerecomingtoanend

thenIwouldsaybyetoschoolthenjustgoto

Bots,eventhoughIdoloveLeah,Barryand

Ben,LizzyanddadbutIdomisshome,Imissmy

momandsisterandfriends.ItwasaFriday

afterschoolandIhadLeahandBarryinmy

roominourprom dresses.Leahwaswearinga

sheathbeadedsheerpanelwithhighslitsweep

trainblackdressandsomeblackheels,while

Barryworeanappliquéandbeadinglacelilac

tullelongbluedressthenlastlymeinagraceful

spandexandtullejewelnecklinebeaded

mermaiddresswithaslitandbareback

WedidlookBeautifulthatIhadevenasked

LeahtotakemeaPicturesoIsendtoBandile.

TalkingaboutBandilewehavebeenok,orlet's

saywearemuchcloserthanbefore,likenigga

callseverydayandIwon'tcomplainbecauseit



makesmefeelspecialsomehow.

Barry:Ireallyfeelbeautiful..

Leah:sodoI,Lizzywasright..thisdesignerreally

isthebest..lookatus..weslayingourown

world..

Me:yeah..Ican'tagreemore..

Leah:let'stakeaselfie

Wetookafewpicturesbeforeweundressed.

PromwasgoingtobenextweekFridaysowe

stillhadampleoftimetoprepare.Myphone

startedringingimmediatelyafterItookoffthe

dress,withasmileonmyfaceItookmyphone

andwalkedinsidethebathroomsoItalkfreely

withBandile.

Him:donttellmeyouaregoingtowearthatin

frontofpeople..

Me:actually,I'mgoingto

Him:yourbackisjustthereandthatvent?



Me:itsadesignBandile,admitit..Ilookbeautiful

Him:youdolookBeautifulbabebut..

Me:wefeelinginsecure?

Him:givemereasonsnotto...

Me:Iloveyou,ain'tthatareasonenough?

Him:Iloveyoutoo,butcomeonthatdressis

exposingeverything!

Me:noitsnotplusitsnotwrongtoshowoff

someskin

Him:there'severythingwronginshowingoffall

myassets!

Me:youaresojealousthatit'sevencute..

Him:don'tmisinterpretitbabe,I'mjust

protectingwhat'smine..already

Me:ok,butI'mstillwearingthedress..

Him:sowhoexactlyisyourdatetothisprom

thingofyours?



Me:itsLeah,myfriend..

Him:ok..Ihopeyouarebehaving

Me:ofcause,thoughImissyou

Him:Imissyoumore..

Me:Iwasthinkingmaybewe..-

Iwascutoffbysomeone,noletmebeexactby

afemalevoicespeakingathisbackground

"Andilearewestillon?"Iheldmybreath,not

wantingtojumpintoconclusionsbutmymind

wasalreadyracing,whowasthat?

Him:babe?youstillthere?

Ididn'trealizeIhaszonedoff,myheartbeat

wasunstable.

Me:w..whowasthat?

Him:Enhle,Idonthaveagirlfriendorsomeside

dishbabeIswear...

Me:Ididn'tsaythat..



Him:Iknowwhatyouprobablythinking,Ilove

youok..Enhle

Hecalledout,mystartedtofallinplaceandI

feltstupidforlettingmykindracebutI'mjust

humantoo.AfterawhileIheardEnhle..

Her:Kris?

Me:hi

Her:hey,howareyou?whenareyouvisitingus?

Me:lolsoon..

Her:ok..bye

Me:bye

Him:yousee

Me:Iwasn'tthinkinganything..

Him:ohreally?

Me:evenifIwas,canyouBlameme?Iloveyou

toomuchthatitevenhurtsandthedistanceis

nothelping..



Him:lookIwillnevercheatonyou..ok?

Me:yeah

Him:youneedtotrustme

Me;Ido..Ireallydo

Him:I'mglad..

Me:IloveyousomuchBandile

Him:Iloveyoutoo,morethananythingelseKris..

YouaresospecialtomeandIwoulddo

anythingforyou..isyourdadback?

Me:no,notyet..Iwasthinkingimmediatelyhe

comesthenIcomeback

Him:thatsagreatidea..

Me:itis,plusIreallymissmyfamily..

Him:I'msuretheymissyoutoo..yourcuteface

ismissable

Me:isit?

Him:yeah,lookIhavetogook..Iwillcallyou



later..

Me:ok,fine

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

HethenhungupandIwalkedbacktomyroom

onlytofindLeahandBarryseatingonmybed.

Leah:ok,youhavereplacedVenusIcansee

that,whoishe?

Me:itsnoone

Barry:nicetry,outwithitKris

Igiggledseatingbetweenthem.Ibrowsed

throughmyphoneandwenttohispicturesI

hadrecentlydownloadedfromFacebook.I

showedthem

Me:itshim

Leah:fuck!he'ssofreakinghot!

Barry:hotterthanmyownboyfriend,wheredid

yougethim?



Me:itsalongstorybutallIknowisIlovehim..

Leah:ohw,Icanseethat

Barry:wearehappyforyou..howoldishe?he

doesn'tlooklikeastudent..

Me:he'sabitold..

Barry:myboyfriendis20

Leah:mine21

Me:24

Iwhispered

Me:pleasedon'tjudge

Barry:what?whywouldwejudgeyou?Its

ok..whatmattersisyouguysloveeachother..

Me:yeah..

Leah:anywaylet'sgowatchamovie..

Wewentdownstairs..

Barry:wearecelebrating..Theendofhigh

schoollife!



Me:I'msoglad..

Leah:metoo..atleastnowIcanlivemylifethe

wayIwanttowithoutanyonestoppingme

Me:yeah..

Wedrankorangejuicewatchingsomemovie,it

wasmorelikeacomedysowewerelaughing

allalong.Iwasgladthatschoolwasover,at

leastnowIdon'thavetofaceanyoneIdon't

wanttoface.Wechilledforthewholeday

togetheranditwasfunjustspendingtheday

withthem.Thefollowingdaywas

Saturday,Lizzyhadwokemeupbitearlysaying

shewantsustogoshopping,tobehonestever

sinceIcametothishouseLizzyhasbeen

wonderfultome,Ialwayshadtheoriesof

monsterstepmothersbutLizzywasjust

different.Thefactthatshetreatedmelikeher

ownchildalwaysleftasmileonmyface.We

wenttothemallandmostlyIboughtjeansand

sneakers.Aftershoppingshetookmetothe



saloonsotodomyhair,Iplaitedlongthintwist

whileshejustcurledhers.Bythetimewe

arrivedathomeIwasexhausted.

Lizzy:letmeordersomething

Me:yeahdothat

IsaidasIwentupstairstoputmyclothes.I

didn'ttakethatmuchlonginmyroom,just

packedtheclotheswheretheyshouldrightfully

be.Afterawhilewewerealreadyeating.The

wholeweekendwentwelleventheweek,Iwas

officiallynotgoingtoschool,Iwasjustwaiting

forFridaytocome.Stayingathomeallalone

wasboringandIhadcommunicatedwithdad

andhetoldmeSaturdayhewillbehome.I

reallycouldn'twait,notthatImissedhimthat

muchbutIwasjustnowfeelinghomesick.I

hadlookedintoacoupleofuniversitiesin

JohannesburgandIhaddecidedtogowith

UJ,itreallyseemedlikeaverygoodvarsity

accordingtotheinformationthatwasprovided



ontheinternetandhopefullyIwasprayingmy

dadwon'tgivemeproblems.Ievendiscussed

thewholethingwithLeahandBarrywhowerea

bitdisappointedbutthenLeahwasgoingto

Australia,shehadsaidthatshewasgoingtobe

stayingwithheraunttherewhileBarrywas

goingtoNewyorksoitprettywasthe

same,evenifIchosetoschoolherebutthenI

wasstillgoingtobealonebecausethey

wouldn'tbethere.TheFridayofthepromfinally

came,LeahandIweregoingwithmycar.Iwas

seatinginfrontofthemirrorwithLizzyfixing

mymakeupandbraids.

Her:nowdone!

Me:Ilookreallybeautiful

IsaidasIinspectedmyselfonthemirror.

Her:youdosweetheart,nowgoandshowthe

worldyourbeauty..

Iwalkeddownstairsthenwenttomycar,drove

toLeah'splace.Iwaitedforheratthegateand



afterawhileshecamewithhermom.Igotout

offthecar.

MrsMackenzie:yougirlslookdazzlinghot!

Me:thankyou

Leah:wereallylookbeautiful..

MrsMackenzie:let'stakeyouguysafew

picturestocreatememories.

Shetookusafewpicturesbeforeweleftto

school.

Leah:I'msoexcited..

Me:metoo..

Leah:Ihopenooneruinsitforus,thisshouldbe

anighttoremember..

Me:yeah

Gettingtoschoolwepackedthecar,onthedoor

leadingthemainhalltherewasredcarpetwith

camera'sflashingeverywhere.Itwasreally

beautiful..



Leah:timetoshine

Me:youknowit!

Wemadeourgrantentrance,itwasallfuzzybut

itwasnicebeinginthespotlightforawhile,we

feltlikecelebsforawhilethereaspeoplewere

screamingatus.Gettinginsidethehallwewere

givenchampaignthatIdidn'tevendrink,thelast

thingIwantedtodoisgetdrunkthenactall

crazy.

Leah:thisisreallybeautifulandnice

Shesaidlookingaroundatthehallthatwas

greatlydecorated.WethensawBarrywalk

towardsus..

Her:ohmyGod!

Leah:hey

Her:youorlet'smakeitwelooksoBeautiful

today..

Me:yeah,where'syourdate?



Her:somewhereinthere..

Shesaidpointingatthepeople..

AswestillstoodthereBeyonceallnightsong

startedplaying..

Me:Ilovethissongsomuch

Barry:youarenottheonlyone..

IgotabitstartledwhenIfelthandsonmywaist

thatIjumpedabit..IturnedanditwasVenusin

a2piecesuitlookingflames.

Him:canIhavethisdance?

IlookedathimthenLeahwhojusthadablank

expression..

Barry:yeahwhynotKris..itsnotlikeyouwillbe

cheating..

IsighedgivinghermydrinkandlettingVenus

scoopmeinhisarmsandwestartedmovingin

rhythmtogether.

Him:youlookreallybeautiful..



Me:thankyou,sodoyou

Him:considerthisasagoodbyedance

Me:goodbye?

Him:I'mgoingtoLondon

Me:ohw,sosoon?

Him:yeah..IthoughtyouwillbethefirstIletto

know..

Me:youhaven'ttoldanyoneyet?

Him:yeah,butobviouslymyfamilyknowsbut

expectfromthemyesIhaven'ttoldanyoneyet

Me:wellI'mhappyforyou

Him:yeah..soyou?

Me:I'mgoingback

Him:thatssad

Isoftlylaughed..

Me:youthink?

Him:yes,Imeanyouwillhoursawayfromme..it



issad

Me:youwillbefine..sowhenareyouleaving?

Him:intwodays

Me:ohw..wellhaveasafejourneyIguess

Him:canIaskforonemorethingfromyou,only

onething

Me:ok..

Hesoftlybroughtmyfaceclosertohis,Iknew

whathewantedbutthenwhataboutBandile..I

couldn't,Ijustcouldn't..

Me:Venuspleasedon't

Imanagedtosaywhenourfaceswhereafew

inchesapart..Insteadofkissingmehehugged

metightlyasIsighedoutofrelief..

Him:pleasetakecareofyourself

Hesoftlywhisperedinmyear..

Him:andalwaysrememberIloveyouandIwill

bestillwaitingforyou..



Hesaidbeforepullingout,kissingmyforehead

thenleftmestandingthereashewalkedout.I

walkedtothebathroomandjuststaredatmy

reflectiononthemirrortryingtojustgetholdof

cool.AfterawhileIwalkedoutandwenttolook

forLeahandBarrybutIonlyfoundBarrywho

waswithBennow..

Me:Ben!

Him:Godlookatyou

Me:nolookatyou

Him:let'sdance

Hesaidpullingmetohim,wedancedforawhile.

TherestofthenightIwasjustdancingwithmy

classmatesandgettingtoknowthen

consideringthefactthatIneverhadlengthy

conversationswiththemwhenwewereinclass.

IdroppedLeahoffatherhousearound

2300hrs,shewasstartingtodrinklikeafishby

thenandactingcrazy.Ileftheratthedoorwith

hermomasIdrovehome,MrsMackenziehad



evensuggestedIsleepoverbutIjustwantedto

sleeponmybed.Idrivehomeandarriving

there,immediatelywhenmyheadtouchedthe

pillowIfellasleep.Ithadbeenaprettylong

nightandIwasbeyondexhausted.The

followingdayIonlywokeupwhenIhadnoise

downstairs,nomatterhowmuchItriedtoblock

thenoisebutitwastoomuch,soIstruggled

withmyeyesuntilIfinallymanagedtoopen

thembutIclosedthenassoonastheycamein

contactwiththesunray.Iopenedthemagain

butavoidingthesunthistimearound,Iheldmy

phoneanditwasalready11andIhad3missed

callsfromBandile.IthrewthephonedownasI

wentandtookalongbathafterstripingmy

clothesoff.AfterbathingIworemytracksuit

thenwentdownstairswithmyphonetowhere

thehousewascomingfrom.Thenoisewas

comingfromoutsidesoIwentoutsideonlyto

finddadandLizzyplayinginthepool..laughing

andall.Itwascuteifyouaskme..Lizzythen



noticedme..

Her:Hey,youwannajoinus?

Sheaskedwhiledadturnedtolookatme,he

immediatelygotoutofthepoolandcameand

huggedme.Bythetimeheletgoofmemy

tracksuitwasalreadywet..

Me:Imissedyou

Him:notlikemeprincess,howwastheexams

andyourprom?

Me:itwasok..

Him:youarestillgoingtotellmeallaboutit..but

fornowlet'sswim

Me:noI'm..-

Hehadalreadypickedmeupandwasheaded

tothepoolwithme,hedroppedinsidewhilehe

alsojumpedin..Itwassomuchfun,morning

wasmadeandIcouldn'twishforanythingelse

thatmoment,itwasperfect.Ieventookusa

picturewithmyiPhone8.Afterafewhourswe



werealreadyinsidethehousewatchingthis

othermovieasafamily.

Dad:soprincesshowwastheprom?

Me:itwasniceIguess

Him:wellI'mgladyouhadfun

Me:I'mgladI'mdonewithhighschool

Hesoftlylaughed..

Him:yeahnowVarsity,areyouready?

Me:yes..I'mreadyfornextyear

Him:thatsgood,soLizzytellsmeaboutyou

wantingtoschoolinSA

IheldmybreathasIlookedatLizzywhojust

lookedatmesmiling..

Me:y..yeah

Him:ifImayask..whySA?thereareothergood

universitieslikeHarvard,likeOxford,Stanford

university,universityofGeorgiawhyUniversity

ofJohannesburgoutofthemall?



Me:Iwantedtobeclosertohome..stayingmiles

awayisreallystressful..

Him:IthoughtyouwantedtoschoolwithSam

Me:SamisfinishinghisPHDthisyear..Ijustfeel

likeschoolingsomewhereclosertohomewill

domegood..

Him:ifthat'swhatyouwantitsok,I'mnotgoing

tostopyou..Soyourmomcalledmeyesterday

Me:ohh

Him:yes,she'swonderingwhenareyoucoming

sinceyouaredonewithexams,soItoldherI

willaskyou..whendoyouwanttogo?

Me:TobehonestImissher,eventomorrowI

canevengo..

Hechuckled..

Him:ok,howaboutTuesday?

Me:itsstillok

Him:ok,meandyourmomhavemadean



arrangement,duringholidaysAlexwillcome

thissideandmaybeyoutoo..halfofyourvarsity

holidaysyoucanspenditwithLizzyandI

Me:thatsnotabadidea..

Him:Iseeyouhaveanewphone

Me:Samboughtitforme..

Him:ohok,anywaywhatdoyouguyswanttodo

forthefollowingtwodaysbeforeyoucanleave?

Lizzy:whowantstogoforarollercoasterride?

Me:me!

Lizzy:whatdoyousayTaylor?

Dad:I'mgame

Weweredisturbedbymyphoneringingandit

wasSamsoIexcusedmyself..

Me:heyy

Him:hey,howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodyou?



Him:notsogoodbutIwillbefine..canaskyou

something?

Me:goahead

Him:areyoudatingrightnow?

Me:ummh..y..yeah..yes

Him:whoisyourboyfriend?

Me:what?

Him:whoisyourboyfriend?

Me:youdon'tknowhim..obviously

Ilaugheduneasily,hesoundedoffandIwas

gettingscared

Him:itdoesn'tmatter,givemeaname..

Me:Sam..-

Him:AreyoudatingBandileThulani?

Iswearthatmomentmyheartstartedbeating

fast,shithadhitthefan.

Me:who?



Him:dontmakeafooloutofmeKristin,areyou

datingtheguywhokidnappedyou?

ThatmomentIdidn'tknowwhethertolieortell

thetruth.Howthehelldidheevenfindout?I

keptquite..

Him:I'mfuckingtalkingtoyou!

Me:n..no..I'mnot

Him:KristindoIlooklikeafooltoyou?whythe

heckwouldyougofortheguywhokidnapped

you?didhetellyouwhyhekidnappedyou?did

he?

Icouldn'tspeak,tearswerejuststreaming..

Him:thatguyhatesme,he'susingyouasaway

togettome

Me:helovesme

Isaidcrying..

Him:love?doyouknowlove?whoisloveand

wheredoeslovecomefrom?Hedoesn't,why



areyousoblind?heknowsthroughyouhewill

geteasilytome..hehatesmeKrisandhewants

touseyoutohurtme..

Ijustkeptcrying,Ididn'twanttolistentohim..

Him:anddoyouevenknowhowoldishe?he's

oldenoughtobeyouruncle!whycan'tyougo

forpeopleyourage?youaregoingtobreakup

withhimnow,doyouhearme?

Istarredcryingabitloud,shakingmyhead..

Him:doyouhearme?breakupwithhimnow!

Me:no..

Him:okfine,I'mgoingtotellmomthatyouare

nowdatingoldman,isthatwhatyou

want?shouldItellyourfatheryouarebusy

runningafteracriminal,athug!kebolela

mama(I'mtellingmom)

Me:please..

Him:breakupwithhimorI'mgoingtotellyour

dadandmomthatojolalelegodu(thatyouare



datingathief)whoisveryoldforthatmatter..

Thesameguywhokidnappedyou..

Hehungupleavingmecrying,whywashe

doingthis?whywashehurtingmelikethis?asI

wassilentlycryingmyphonerangagainand

thistimeitwasBandile..Ipickedupaftera

whilewithtearsstillstreaming..

Him:hey

Me:S..Sam..he..he..

AndagainIcried..

Him:babepleasebreath,Iknowok..thisiswhatI

explainedtoyoufromthestart..

Me:he..wantsme..tobreakup..withyou

Him:Iknow,Iwilldealwithhim,don'tcry

Ijustcouldn'thelpitbuttocry,whydidSam

hateBandilethismuch..

Laterthatdaywedidgototherollercoaster,it

wasfunbutmymindwasjustnotthere..



ImmediatelywhenwegotbackIwentstraight

tobed.Ijustwantedtosleep..

.

.

BANDILE

.

.

Him:mysistergatnothingtodowithour

beef,whycan'tyouleaveheroutofit?

Ilaughed..

Me:isthiswhyyoucalledme?youarehurting

yourownsisterbruh!

Him:hurtingmyownsister?please!I'm

protectingherfromthecoldmonsteryouare..

Youdon'twanttomesswithTaylor

Me:Gotellhim

Him:ohhdontworryIwill,andonemorething

I'mgoingtomakesureKrisneverlooksatyou



thesameanymore..Whatevershityouare

feedingherwon'tlastlong

Me:dowhatyouwant,nobodyisstoppingyou..

Hehungupandthrewmyphoneonthecouch

infrustration,Iknewthiswasboundtohappen

butnotthissoon..andwhotoldhimbecauseits

definatlynotKris,shewouldn'tevendare,the

wayshewascryingproveditwasnother..

Ididn'tmindSamorTaylor,whatscaredme

washurtingKris,andthefactthatshe'salready

cryingbutmuchbiggerchallengesawaitus

aheadscaredme.Arewegoingtosurvivethis?

.

.

**ToBeContinued**

I'mreallysorryfornotpostingbutIhavebeen

sick,evennow.I'minpainandIjusthopeIwill

beoksoonenough..iloveuguysa

lot



Keepcommentingandliking

Lotsoflovefromme

[11/27,11:02]Ron:DANGEROUSATTRACTION:

KRISTIN'SDIARY

#Insert24

KRIS

.

.

Me:perfect!

IsaidtoAlextyingherhairupintoaperfect

neatbun.

Her:ilookbeautiful

Shesaidobservingherselfonthemirror.

Me:youlooklikeanangel..

Her:youlookflawless

Me:comeon..

Her:I'mseriouslytellingyou,Idon'tblameNdile



forfallingforyou

Me:aiiimma,petnamealready

Isaidlaughing,shejoinedme

Her:alreadybabe,whywait?

Me:igiveup

Her:anyway,nooffensebutwashehejust

like"yohI'macriminal"?

Me:yes,wellkindof..butheneverliedaboutit,I

guesshehatesliesandsectets.

Her:hesbrave,Ican'teventellTshepieanything

,eventhesmallembarrassingthingsIdo..like

I'mscaredofloosing

Him

Me:Sometimeshonestyisjustneeded..

regardlesswhat

Her:yeah,youareright..

Me:nowlet'sgo



WeweregoingtoGameCitymallforalilbitof

shopping,practicallywewerehavingagirlsday

outkindofthing.Alexwasonholidaysinceshe

justwroteherform3JCE(juniourcertificate

examination)Wewentouttocatchaminibusto

themall.Aswewaitedmyphonerangandit

wasDylan.

Me:GoodmorningSir,thisisTuduetsoKgetso

frommortuaryserviceshowcanIbeatyour

services?

Hestartedlaughing..

Him:ohw,helloMissKgetso,canIpleasespeak

withMissKristinThompson?

Me:ofcause,justasecond.Hey

Him:thatjobreallysuitsyou,Imustsay

Me:lolanywayhowareyou?

Him:I'mgoodyou?

Me:I'mok



Him:so....me,Tshepie,BK,andAntonyhavethis

braithinglater

Me:ohh

Him:yea,andwewerewonderingifyouwould

liketoshowup?

Me:idon'tknow,butIwillcommunicate

Him:dothat

Andwiththathehangup,assoonasIplacemy

phonebackinmypockettheminibuspullsover

andwegotintoit.

Alex:youshouldhaveaskedforalift..

Shesaidoncewesatdown.

Me:alift?Aliftfromwho?

Her:fromwhoeverthatcalledyou

Iinvoluntarylaughed..

Me:youcrazy

Her:lolI'mnotthethatbad..



Ilaughedathercraziness,onlyGodknowshow

muchIhavemissedthissoul.

30minuteslaterwewerebusystrollingin

GameCitydoingabitofshoppingforAlex

mixedwithabitofwindowshopping.After

shopping,wewentgothesalonsothatAlex

candoherhair.Sheplaitedaverythickblue

twist,nooffensebutitsuredidlookheavy.

Onceweweredonewithherhairwejustwent

tosomerestaurant,Iwasjustdrinking

milkshakewhileAlexwentheavyonthefood.

Her:howwaslivingwithyourstepmother?

Me:itwasok,shesactuallygreat..Ilikeher

Her:good,ihaveheardalotaboutmonster

stepmothers.

Me:wellshe'sactuallydifferent

Her:notthatIlikesnoopingaroundbutKris,

haveyoueverthoughtofwhatwouldhappenif

thewholefamily,ofcauseexceptme,askyouto



breakupwiththisguy..

Me:idon'tevenwanttothinkaboutit,idon't

knowwhat'sgoingtohappenbutIhopeit

happenswhenI'malreadyatuniversity

Her:yeah,idon'treallygetwhymomaskedyou

ortoldyoutobreakupwithhim..justbecause

he'sold?Ordoessheknowhe'scriminal?

Me:probablybecauseofage,shedoesn'tknow

aboutthecriminalthing..Samdidn'ttellher

Her:justbecausehe's6yearsolderthanyou

thenit'ssuddenlyasintodatehim?Why?

Me:oldermenwantssex?Idon'tknow..

Her:whatdoyoumeanoldermenwantssex?

Evena16yearoldboywantssex..that'sreally

notanexcuse

IhuffedasIlookather,sheactssogrownup

forherage,soconfidentandsooutspoken.

Her:what?



Me:betweenmeandyouIreallythinkbeinga

lawyerisforyou

Her:nomam,IwanttobeanAuthor

Me:thatsnice..

Her:ok,I'mdonehere,Iwantustogotoairport

junction

Me:what?I'mtired..

Her:please,prettyplease

Shebeggedtillshegotherway,thewayIwas

sotiredbythetimeweleftairportjunction,I

can'tevenputtowords.Gettinghomemom

wasalreadythereanditseemedlikeshehad

justarrived.

Alex:mom

Mom:girls!hadfun?

Me:imexhausted..Iwillgotakeaquickshower

Isaidalreadywalkingtomyroom,getting

insideItookoffmyshoesthensatdownsoto



browsethroughmyphone.Therewasn'tacall,

onlyatextfromBandile,quicklyIwenttoit.

"Butterfly,Ihavebeenbusythewholedayand

evennow..Iwillcallyoulater.Iloveyou"Ithen

tookituponmyselftocallhimbutitwent

straighttovoicemail.Withmydissapointed

heartIwentandtookashowerbutwhenIcame

backinmyroomafterbathingsurprisinglyI

foundmomsortedonmybed.Nottobe

offensivebutmymoodjustdropped.

Her:baby

Me:mom

Her:howareyoufeeling?

Me:imgood

Her:ummhsodidyou..?

Me:breakupwiththeoldermanIwasdating?If

that'sitthenyes

Shesmiled...thenstoodupandstoodright

besideme.



Her:youdoknowthatit'snotlikeI'mtryingto

hurtyouoranythingbabybutI'mjusttryingto

bethebestmomIcanbe

Me:iknow

Her:Alextellsmeaboutaparty?

Itwasmorelikeaquestionthanastatement..

Me:itsasmallgatheringwherebyit'sonlyAlex,

Dylan,BK,Antony,Tshepieandobviously,nota

party

Her:whateveritis,Iwantyouguysbackby

2030hrs

Me:ohok

Her:soItalkedtomybossaboutyouguysas

wellhe'smorethanhappytososoFridayyou

comeoveratmyworkplacesoyouguyssign

thecontracts

Me:ummhgreat..

Justthenmyphonewhichwasonthebed



startedringing.Iwalkedovertoit,Itrysohard

tosuppressmysmileasIlookedatthecaller

ID,itwasBandile.

Mom:ok,iwillbeinthesittingroom.

Shewalkedoutclosingthedoorbehindher,

thenIwalkedovertomywindowwhichwas

openthenfinallyansweredthecall.

Me:hey

Him:babe

Me:hi,itriedcalling

Him:iknow,Ihavebeenabitbusytoday..

Me:itsokIguess..

Him:howisyourdaycoming?

Me:ok,justabittired..Iwentshoppingwithmy

smallsister

Him:imsorry..

Me:yeah,ican'twaitfortomorrow..



Him:ummhaboutthatbabe..

Itriedsohardtojustpushawaymyalready

breakinghearttoapointofcalmbutitjust

couldn't,Iknewwhathewasabouttosay.

Him:idon'tthinktomorrowisquiteagoodday,I

decidedfriday

Me:yeah..

Him:iknowyouaremad..-

Icuthimshotfuming.

Me:whycan'tyoudamnsticktoyourdecisions?

Isnappedjusttoregretitthesecondafter

makingmehungupalmostImmediately.Ithen

threwmyselfonmybedtryingtoholddownmy

tearsbutIjustcan'tseemtobeabletoholditin.

MaybeIshouldn'thavesnapped..momentslater

I'malreadydressedupinahighwaistJean,a

denimT-shirtwithconverse.Iholdmyhairinto

aperfectporntale.Myphonestartedringing

anditwasBandile,ididn'tanswermaybetoo



scaredafterthestuntIpulledsoinsteadIjust

shovedthephoneinmypocketthenwenttothe

sittingroom.Momwaswatchingtv

Me:ok,wearereadytogo

Her:youguyswantmetodropyou?

Me:no,wecoolbutthanks

Her:ok,Kris2030hrsyoushouldbehere..

Inodded.AfewminuteslaterAlexcame

wearingadenimjumpsuitandaconverse.

Me:ready?

Her:yeah,seeyoulatermom

Mom:Krispleasetakecareofyoursister

Shesaidbutmorelikebegged.

Me:ok

Her:callmeifyouneedanything

Alex:ok

Alexshoutsaswewerealreadyatthedoor.We



walkedoutbutassoonaswegotoutTshepie

wastherewiththeGolf7.

Me:youcalledhim?

Alex:hadto

Shesaidrushingtohim,hebrieflykissedher,

trustmeitwasweirdwatchingmysisterkiss

mybestfriend.Ineverreallyputitinmymind

muchbutnowseeingit,weirdcouldnoteven

explainthesituation.SlowlyIwalkedtothemas

theywerenowlookingatme.

Tshepie:hey

Me:hi

Akex:letsgo

Me:yeah

Wegotinsidethecar,andTogetherdroveto

Dylan'shouse.GettingthereIcouldn'tsee

whereexactlywasthebraaistandoratleast

that'swhatIexpectedtosee.Assoonashe

parkedIgotoffthecarthenwenttothedoor.I



knockedcoupleoftimesbeforeBKfinally

openedthedoor.

Him:andlookwho'shere!

Me:lolain'tyougonnaletmein

Heopenedthedoorwidecreatingspaceforme.

Him:rightafteryoumylady.

Iwalkedintothesittingroom.Antonyand

Dylanwerealreadyin

Me:hello

Dylan:hey

Antony:Kris

Me:whyain'tyouguysbraaingorsomethinglike

that?

Dylan:weforgottotellyou...thebraaiisactually

notgoingtobeheldhere..

Me:oh,whereisitgoingtobeheld?

Antony:Tontoro'shouse..



Ilookatthemthenlaugh.Tontoroisthisother

guywhoisrichasfuck,helosthisparents2

yearsbacksohimandhisbrotherwhoisin..

wellIdon'tknowbutoverseasinherited

everythingtheirparentseverowned.Healways

throwsparty'sfromtimetotimeagainathis

parent'shouseinblock10,athispartiesthat's

wereyoufoundhalfneckedgirlsfromvarsities,

that'swereyoufoundalldrugdealers,that's

whereyoucaneasilyseepeopledrinkingtheir

livesawayonlyfortomorrowwakingupwith

someonetheydon'tevenknow..Tontorois

actuallyaNickname,hisnameisRicky.I

lookedatthemandtheywerelookingpretty

seriouswhichquicklyregisteredtomybrains

thattheyarebeingserious.

Me:no

Dylan:kris

Me:noDylan..no,icameherewithAlexandI'm

notabouttoputheratsuch..-



Ididn'tgettofinishmysentence,Tshepiecut

measheenteredwithAlex.

Tshepie:iwillkeepaneyeonher

Me:no,ifyouguysarenothavingnobraai,me

andAlex..weareleaving

Tshepie:comeonKris

Me:momwillkillme,shewantsushomeby

2030hrs

Dylan:wewouldhavedroppedyouguyshome

bythen

Me:Dylani-

Alex:comeonKris

Me:Alex..

Her:justafewminutesandwego,45minutes..I

justwanttoseethisTontoroguy

AfteralotofhesitationIgivein

Me:30minutesonly



Her:oklet'sgo..

MinuteslaterIwaswithDylan,BKandAntonyin

themazda6Dylanisusingandwewerealready

headingtoToronto'shouse.

Me:whoscaristhis?

Dylan:mine,dadgaveittome

Me:ilikeit

Dylan:yeah..metoo

BK:soKris,thehickeyyouhadtheotherday..

BKsaidclearinghisthroatwhileDylanand

Antonylookedatmewithcuriousfaces..I

laughed..

Me:leavemealone

Dylan:aiiiwewanttoknow

Antony:whathappened?

Me:idon'tkissandtell

Dylan:sosomethingdidhappen..



Ilaughed..andjustplainlyignoredthem.

Minuteslaterwewereparkedafewhouses

beforeTontoro'shouse.Wegotoff,as

Tshepiescarpulledupbehindoursandtheygot

off.HimandAlex,Iavoidedcomingherewith

themtoavoidtheawkwardness.

Me:afewminutesonly

Isaidaswewereatthegate.

Dylan:fewminutesonly..

Weallgetinatonce,Iwaswelcomedbythe

loudmusicthatthreatenedtoburstmyears.

Judgingfrommyownperspectivetherewere

morevarsitystudentsthanhighschool

students.Everyonewashavingtheirblast,we

wentandsatatthecornerofthehousewitha

coolerboxIonlysawwhenTshepietookitout

ofthecar.Wesatdownthereastheytookout

savannafromthecoolerbox,Ipeepedinside

thecoolerboxandIsawsomesoftdrinks.

BK:yousee,wegotyoucovered..



IlaughedabitasItookthefantacan.

Dylan:I'mchowingtheboredomawaynow,

wannadanceAlex?

Alex:that'sifyoushowmeTontoro

Dylan:atyourservices

Theystoodupandwalkedaway..

BK:ahhnowI'mgoingtofindmyPreyfor

tonight

HesaidstandingupfollowedbyAntony..and

nowitwasonlymeandTshepie.

Him:isitmeorwearedriftingapart?

Me:what?no..wearenot..right?

Him:youseemdistant

Me:youarefuckingmysister,andyouaremy

bestfriend..It'sabitawkward..

FinallyIadmitted..

Him:thisisnothowIimaginedyoucoming



back,ithoughtsinceitsbeenlongsinceyou

weregone..

Hesighed..

Me:lookwecandothethingsweusedtodo,we

areBFFsremember,fromform1...icameback

yesterday..I'mstilladjusting

Him:youused,wellweusedtotelleachother

everything...andIcanseeitinyoureyes..is

theresomeoneoutthere?

Ilaughed..

Me:youkeptAlexasecret

Him:iwasscared

Me:understandable..butfuckupmysisterthenI

willshowyoumyblackcolours..

Helaughed..

Me:imhappyyouarehappy

Him:sonowtellme,thehickey..

Me:notyoutoo



Him:I'mnotjustanybody,I'myourfriend..now

talk

Me:ihavesomeone,someoneveryspecial

Him:iwanttomeethim

Me:he'snotyoureverydayofguy

Him:butyoulovehim..Iwannameethim

becauseyoulovehim,iwannameetthe

motherfucker

Me:hesnot..wellhe..God..

Him:what?isheJustinBieber?

Me:stopbeingcrazy

Him:thentalk,he'swhat?

Me:kindof,he'snotyour...agemate?

Him:ok

Me:hes24..

Him:yoursarcasmsucksKris,workonit

Me:seriously..hes24



Him:Jesus!

Me:dontdothat..

Him:imjust..shocked..neverknewyouliked

thenolder

Me:youthinkit'swrong?

Him:no..well..I..jeez!

Me:youthinkhe'stoooldforMe?

Him:heisold

Me:ok,toooldforme?

Him:maybe..

Hewhispered

Him:butifthat'swhatmakes...wellifhemakes

youhappy..thenIdon'tknow..goforit

Me:ididn'texpectthisfromyou

Him:itsnotaboutthatKris,I'mjustshocked?

Me:thatI'mdatinganolderman?

Him:dontbemad



Me:imnot,I'mjusttryingunderstand

Him:ouropinionsaredifferentobviously

Me:ifigured

Him:hes6yearsolderthanyou,whoknowshis

motives..he'smorelikeasugerunclethan

boyfriend

Ichuckled,takenbyhisstatement.Istoodup..

Him:kris

Me:nono..youhaveaproblemwithit,withmy

relationshipit'sOK,likeyousaideveryonehas

theiropinions..justbecausehe's24he's

suddenly...wellIdon'tknowbadfor

me?whatever..Ilovehim,andifitmakesyou

sickthentrustme,youaregoingtobesickfora

verylongtime..

Isaidwalkingawayfromhim,withmymindall

overtheplace.Iexpectedhimtosupportme,

likeIalwaysdoforhim..Istumbledthroughthe

crowduntilIgotinsidethehouse.Ibrowsed



throughthenwenttositatthefarcornerofthe

house..therewasn'talotofpeopleinthehouse

likeoutside,ijustwantedtodiethatmoment,I

thentookmyphoneanddialedBandiles

numberthatInowknewbyheartbutitleadme

straighttovoicemailthatthetearsIhadbeen

holdinginvoluntarystreamed.AsIwasstill

tryingtofightawaymytearsInoticedahalf

nakedgirlpassbymeholdingglassesof

champagne,seemedliketheywereforfree.I

stoodupandwalkeduptoher.

Me:aretheyforfree?

Iscreamedsoshecanhearmebecauseofthe

noise,shenodded..

Itookaglassanddrownedit,thentheother..I

literallytookinalltheChampaignshehadbeen

holding.Ifeltsomehowdifferentafterthatbut

thehurtwasstillthere.Tshepieswordskept

screaminginmyhead.."sugeruncle"iwalkedto

theminibarandhelpedmyselfwithabottleof



alcoholthenstarteddrinkingfromit.Myheart

feltheavyeverytimeIbreathed,andthen

followedbytears..whycan'tpeopleseeme

happy?Therearemanypeopleouttherewho

actuallydatewaymucholderguysbutbecause

it'sKristhensuddenlyit'swrong..Istaggered

mywaytothebackoftheminibarandjustsat

downdrinkingmyalcohol,thiswasthefirst

timeeverdrinkinglikethis.MomentslaterIhad

finishedthewholebottle,Itriedstandingupbut

myheadwasjustspinning..whenIfinallystood

upIdidn'ttakethatlongtolosebalancebut

surprisinglyIdidn'tfall.Somebodycaughtme,I

lookedupanditwassomedudeIdidn'tknow.

Him:areyouOK?

Icouldn'tseehimclearly,wellIcouldn'tsee

anythingclearlyeitherway,everythingwasjust

doubleinmyeyes.

Him:luckyIfoundyou

Hehelpedmestandproperlybutmykneesfelt



wobblythatIjusthadtoholdintohimfor

support.

.

.
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.
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Istoodinfrontofthisguy,wholooked

handsome,wellhandsomeisan

understatement..helookedhot..helookedso

Godly,hewashotterthananythingIhaveever

cameacross,hishandsomenesswasjuston

anotherlevel.Hismusclesintherightplaces,

his6packwerevisibleenoughtoseethrough

hisT-shirt,tallandthishaircutthatjustmade

himlookmoregoodnottomentionthetattoos

buthiseyes,theywerenotsocalmbutspelled

outdanger,don'tmesswithme,don'tfuckwith

meandIswearIpeedonmyselfabit.Hewas



veryintimidatingthatbyoneglareofhim,

puttingasidehishandsomenessIwouldjust

runformylifeasfastasIcanandconsidering

howKrisissofragile,soquietIdon'tevenknow

howtheyaredating.SohereIwasstanding

rightinfrontofthemightyBandile,whosnot

evensmiling..IwillhavetoaskKrisaboutthat..

Him:Kristin'ssister?

Me:Kristin'sboyfriend?

Hechuckled,andIcouldn'tevenfigureoutif

thatwasafriendlyormeanchuckle.

Him:where'sshe?

Me:aftershehadanargumentwith...withher

friendshejustdisappeared..Ihavebeen

lookingforher..

Beforehecouldrespondhisphonerangandhe

answeredmovingbackfrommeabit.Moments

laterhecameback..

Him:letsgoinside



Ifollowedhiminside,andwemetunconscious

Kriswithsomeguyatthedoor.Theyseemedto

knoweachotherthough

Bandile:Quinsy

Quinsy:she'sdrunk

ThisQuincyguygaveKristintoBandilewhojust

carriedheruplikealeaf..

Bandile:thanks..letmesortthisout,ummhAlex

letmedropyouhome

Me:whataboutKris?

Bandile:howareyougoingtoexplaintoyour

momwhathappenedtoyourdrunksister?

Me:but....

Bandile:Iwon'tdoanythingtoyoursisterandI

do,feelfreetoreportmetothepolice

Me:ok

Him:Iwilldropyouathomeandyouaregoing

tohavetosneakin..thenyouwillcoverforyour



sister..IdontknowhowbutwhatIknowisyour

momwillkillherifsheseesherlikethis

Me:killher?shewillburryheralive!

Him:yeahsolet'sgo

Wewenttohiscar,thisguyseemedprettyrich

butthenhe'sacriminalsoobviouslyhesloaded.

AsIwasabouttogetinthecarTshepiecame..

Him:and?

Me:whateveryoudidtoKrisgotherdrunk

Him:fuck!butwhereareyougoing?

Me:home

Him:withwho?

Me:with..youknowwhat?afterwhatyoudidto

mysisterI'mgoingtogobecauseI'mtoomad

Him:youmustbecrazy..

Me:ohandI'mnotgoingtoexplainanythingto

you,youdontdeserveit



Hechuckled..

Him:oh?

Me:yesoh..

Him:whoisthisguy?

Me:mycousin

Isaidgettinginthecar,andassoonasIgotin

Bandiledroveoff,nowordwasexchangedinthe

carandheseemedtoknowwherehewas

going...Ijustkeptquite.AfterawhileIhadKris

groaningatthebackseatwhereshewaslying.

QuicklyIturnedbutshedidn'tseemawake,I

hatedthefactthathewasgoingwithher,but

thenwhataboutmom..Ididn'tevenknowwhat

wasbestforherbutassoonasIgotoutofhis

carIcapturedhiscarnumberplate,hedroveoff

afterIgotoutofhiscar.Helookedarrogantto

me,nosmilenonothing?QuicklyandquietlyI

gotinsidethehousewithspearkeysIstaywith

thengotinsidethehouse.OnmywaytoKris's

roomIheardmymomtalk.



Her:Kris,Alexisthatyou?

Me:yesmom

Her:youguysarebackearly

Ilookedatmyphone,itwasjustafewminutes

until2000hrs.

Me:yeah..goodnight

QuicklyIgotinKris'sroomandlockedthedoor

thenIcouldfinallybreath..Ithrewmyselfonthe

bedinreliefbutthenmyphonestartedringing,

itwasTshepie.Idontknowwhathappened

betweenhimandKrisbutwhatIknowisIsaw

themarguingfromadistantbybythetimeIgot

tothemshehadalreadydisappearedinthe

crowd.

Me:hello

Him:youguysarrivedsafely?

Me:yes

Him:canIpleasenothavebothmygirlfriend



andbeatfrienadatme?

Me:whatdidyoudotoher?

Him:Iwillexplain,thoughissheok?

IwishIknew,myinnerselfscreamed

Me:yes..shesasleep

Him:ok,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..bye

Isaidhangingup.Ididn'tbothertakinga

showerIjusttookoffmyshoesthencrawled

undertheduvets,wonderingifKrisisok..I

startedregrettinglettinghergo,Ishouldhave

saidno..

.

.

KRIS

.

.



Wakingup,myheadwasspinninghard,notto

mentionthethrobbingpain.Myeyeswere

painfulandthebrightlightthathadtakenover

theroomdidn'tdomuchhelp.Ilookedaround

andhewassittedonthedressingtablestool

lookingatme

Wait..What'sgoingonhere?whatisBandile

doinghere?Icouldseethisroomwasn't

mine..eventhoughIwastotallylostbutIknew

thatsomethingbadhappybutnomatterhow

muchItriedrememberingitwouldn'tjustcome

backinmymind.IlookedatBandileagainand

he'sfacewasjust...wellIcouldnotreadifhe

wasmadornot..Ifeltanurgetothrowup,andI

couldn'tstopit,hepointedatsomedoorthatI

immediatelyrushedtoandopeningthedoor

therewasatoilet,Iwentoverandreleasedinto

it,mydrythroatfelthot.Istoodupthenlooked

backandhewasalreadyatthedoor..

Him:consequencesofdrinkingalcohol..



Me:whathappened?

Hewalkedtome..

Him:youdrinkingalcoholiswhathappened..

AndjustthenmyargumentwithTshepie

replaysinmyhead,andonceagainIfeelhurt..

Him:areyouok?

Ifeelanurgetovomitagainandthistimevomit

makesitswayoutbeforeIcouldturnandsplit

alloverBandile'sT-shirt,Ididn'tgetthetimeto

playapologeticgirlbecausemorevomitingwas

comingsoIturnedandkneeledtothetoiletand

vomitedagainandagainthenagainuntilIcould

feelmytummywasnowempty.Istoodup

withoutlookingatBandilethenwenttothe

Basinandrinsedmymouth.BythetimeIturned

tohimhewasn'tinhisT-shirtanymore,his

upperbodywasjustthereallnaked.Hewas

sexyandyummybutquicklyIsatmyeyesoff

him,Istoppedmyselffromdrooling..



Iheardhimchuckle..

Him:howaboutashower?

Me:ohyeah..ummhAlex?

Him:Idroppedherathome..

Me:ok

IlookeddownonmyselfandIwasinaT-shirt

andpantyonly,mybrawasoff.

Me:ummhyouundressedme?

Him:yeah..Ihaveseenitallbeforeanyway

Igiggledatthat,ofcausehehas.

Me:didIputupashowyesterday?Idont

remembermuchofthenight

Him:youweresleepingthewholetime,I'mnot

goingtoaskwhathappenedbutpromiseyou

willnevertouchalcoholagain..

Me:Ipromise,Ifeellikemyheadissplittinginto

twoparts



Hewalkedoutofthebathroomthencameback

momentslaterwithaglass.

Him:takeanddrink..youwillbefinein5minutes

ItoolthecupbutwhenIputitovertomymouth

Ifeltlikevomitingagain..itsmeltbad.

Him:drinkit

Hecommanded

WithoutaglancetohimIdrankitalldown

holdingmybreath..thenhandedhimthecup

black..Hewalkedoutwithit,Ilookedatmyself

inthemirror,Ilookedlikeazombiethen

immediatelyItookmyeyesoffthemirror..

Inoticedthetoothbrushandtoothpasteonthe

basin.Iheldthetoothbrushbyhandandit

seemeddamplikehehaduseditbut

nonethelessIjustusedittobrushmyteeth,I

can'tbebothlookinglikeaZombieand

smellinglikeonetoo..Afterbrushingmyteeth

hecameback.



Him:let'stakeabath

Me:me..andyou?s..same..shower?

Helaughedwalkinguptome..

Him:yesasinyouandmetogetherinthesame

showerKris.

Iclearedmythroat,butthatseemedtohave

tickledhimbecausehelaughedabitloud.

Him:whatshouldIdowithyou?stillscared?

Ilookeddownasmyfaceflushedwith

embarrassment..

Him:wewon'tdoanythingok..

Me:you...youdontwanttohavesex?

Him:beinghonestIdo,Ireallydo,youdontknow

howbadiwantyourightnow,youdontknow

thethingsIwanttodotoyourightnowbutwe

donthavetodoanythingifyounotreadybutby

thetimewestartfucking,I'mgoingtomakeyou

regreteverdoingthistome..



Igaspedsilentlyashesaidthat,Iwasgladhe

didn'twanttohavesexyetbutwon'theget

whathewantssomewhere?

Me:areyou..willyoucheatonme?

Hishandswentovertomywaistandheldme

firmlyandpullingclosertohimuntilIcould

easilysmellhim..

Him:IpromiseIwon'tcheatonyou..Iwill

practiceabstinenceuntilyouareready

Ilaughabit..

Me:amIholdingyoudown?

Him:whywouldyou?IloveyouandifyouwereI

wouldntmind..

Ilookeddownbuthetiltedmyhead,heloves

doingthat..

Him:Iloveyousomuch..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hebroughthe'sfacethewasonlyinchesaway



fromminecloserandhislipswerealreadyon

mine..thekissisjustfullofemotionsbutturned

toademandingkissashepushedmeuntilmy

backwasagainstthewalk,histoungecoaxing

mine,mytoungetentivelymethisandan

involuntarymournescapedmylips.Hepressed

hisbodyagainstmineuntilIcouldfeelhis

erectiononmytummy.Iletmyhandscaress

his6pack,uptohisfaceuntilIgotholdofhis

hairthatwascurls.Ipulledhimcloserasthe

kissdeepened,Icouldfeelmyselfgettingwet.

Hishandstravelledtomyassandgently

squeezed..Afterawhilehegroanedpullingout

ofthekiss,hiseyeswereredandwerehalf

closed.

Hechuckledabit..

Him:Ithinkitsactuallyagreatideaifyou

showeredalone..

Hesaidlettingmegofullyandwalkingout,I

tookalongheavybreath..AsIshoweredIjust



tookthatmomenttothinkofwhatcouldhave

happenedifhedidn'twalkaway,thatswhenI

decidedIwantedhim..Iwantedhimbadly.

AfterbathingIgotoutofthebathroomwith

onlyatowelcoveringmybody,Ineededmy

clothes.WhenIgotouthewasn'tthereinthe

room.Itookadeepbreathnowtryingtolook

formyclotheswhichIcouldn'tfind..Hewalked

inafterawhile..

Him:done?

Me:yeah

Hewasnowfullydressed..

Him:take

Hesaidhandingmesomeclothes

Him:yoursisterliedtoyourmominthemorning

sayingyouwenttojogsoyouaresafebecause

shesalreadyleftforwork..

Me:thatsgreat



Him:yeah..letmebath

Hewalkedtothebathroom..Iwasready,ok

maybepartofitit'smyhormonesbutanother

itsme,Ilovehimtoomuchtogiveituptohim..

IwalkedtothebathroomwhereIcouldhearthe

shower,Iknockedsilentlyonthebathroom

door..thewaterstoppedrunning.

Him:Yeah

Me:ummh..I..

Him:youok?

Me:Iwanttohavesex

Isaiditfastwithoutbreathinginbetween..

Him:what..what?

IfeltlikeIhadsaidsomethingwrongbutthats

whatIwanted

Me:Iwantyoutotakeawaymyvirginitynow..

Hekeptquiteforawhile,Istartedregretting

whatIjustsaid..Iretreatedfromthedoorand



wentbacktothebed.Thebathroomdoor

openedafterawhileandheemergedwithjusta

towelonhislowerbody.

Him:youdonthaveto...Iknowyounotready

and..-

Me:I'mready..

Iwhispered.

Him:Krisyoudoknowoncewehavesexthere's

noreverse

Me:Ido..Iwant..Iwantyou..Iloveyou

Him:comehere

Ilookedathimforawhilethenstoodup..and

walkeduptohim..heheldmyhandsandlooked

atme..

Him:Iloveyou,Iloveyousomuch..maybetoo

muchandIdon'twantyoutodoanythingyou

notreadyforjustbecausemaybeyoufeelIwill

cheatonyou..Iwantyouto..-Iwanttomake

lovetoyouwhenyouareready,notputunder



pressureorfeellikeyouhavenochoice..

Hearinghimsaythattouchedme,Ilookedat

him,deepinhiseyesandIcouldseehemearnt

it,Bandilehasthischaracterandpersonality

whichmakesmeconcludethefactthathe'snot

thekindofpersonforromantictheories.

Me:IknowbutI'mreadythoughI'mscaredandI

thinkI'malwaysgoingtobescared..andforthe

recordIloveyoutoo

Him:areyousure?Suresuresure?

Me:yes..

Helookedintomyeyes..

Him:areyousure,100%thatthisiswhatyou

want?

Me:yes

Hefinallyletgomyhandshehadbeen

holding..thenhishandswentstraighttomy

waistandpulledmeclosertohim..Moments

laterwewerekissing,apassionatekisswith



ourtoungesmovinginaparticularrhythm.His

handsundidmytowelanditfelltotheground

leavingmenaked,hekissedmynecktomy

boobsthensoftlysuckedashisotherhand

slowlypinchedandtwistedmynipple.Iletouta

mournaswhathewasdoingtomesentsome

fireworkstomyspinal,Iheldhisheadashe

changedsidesandstartedwiththeotherboob.

MypussywasalreadywetandIwantedhim

thatmoment..Hemovedwiththekissesdown

tomynavelthentomythighs,heseparatedmy

legsabitthenstartedsmellingmyinnerthighs,I

couldn'tholdmymournsanymore,my

breathingwasnowunstableashewenttomy

pussywithhistounge,hestartedmuffingme

andIjustlostitwhilepushinghishead

deeper.AfterawhileIwastryingtocatchmy

breath.Hepickedmeupandplacedmeonthe

beddroppinghistowelandcamebetweenmy

legs.,hewasbig,verybigandmybreathing

hitchedasIlookedathisdick,Ithinkhenoticed



mydiscomfortthathecameovertomylipsand

kissedme..thenwhispered"dontworry,ifit

hurtsstopme"hekissedmeagainashehe

pulledmywaistdownabutuntilIcouldfeelhis

dickonmypussy,myheartwasalreadyracing

itsownmarathon.IjumpedabitwhenIfelthim

trytomakehiswayinasitbroughtsome

unfamiliarfeeling,hetriedagainandagainuntil

hehadputinthetipinme,Ipressedmylips

togetherhardtryingtodealawaywiththepain.

Hepushedhimselfinfurthermoreandthepain

increased,Ibitmylowerlipbutthepain

wouldntjustgoaway.Themomenthefilledme

alluptearshadalreadystreamed,thiswas

painfulandIcouldnolongerholdit."itspainful"I

mutteredbreathless."ShouldIstop?"Heasked

withhisvoicefullofconcern..thisiswhatI

wantedandIcouldn'tchickenoutnow.Ishook

myheadno"justbegentle"him:ok

Hepulledoutthenwentbackin,slowlyhedid

thisoverandoveragainuntilthepainand



pleasurewaswhatIwanted.Himmakingloveto

mewasjustonanotherlevel,yesitwaspainful

atthestartbutasthingswentonpleasure

startedkickingin,anditwaswonderful.His

thrustwereslowbutfrequentandtheydrewme

closerandclosertomybreakingpoint,his

handswereexploringtheplacesIneverknew

existed,mournsandgroansruledthehotelroom

aswelosteachotherintheindefinable

pleasure.Istartedmovingmyhipstentively

meetinghisthrustsanditwasjustoutofthis

world.BythetimeIreachedclimaxmybody

hadalreadysufferedmultipleoforgasmsand

hecomejustaftermecollapsingbesidesme.

Aswecaughtourbreathsthatswereitactually

occurredtomewedidn'tuseacondom.Holy

hell!

.
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Him:okdrinkthis

Bandilesaidhandingmemorningafterpills

withabottleofwaterinthecar.Itookthemand

drank..

Me:Ihaveheardaboutniggasgivingtheir

girlfriendpainkillerssayingit'samorningafter..

Him:thosearetherealdeal,youcancheckthe

receiptplusI'mnotabouttogiveyourparents

onemorereasontohatemebyruiningyour

life,notthatIwouldmindgettingyoupregnant

though..



Ichuckled..

Me:I'msureyouwouldn'tmind..Igotajob..

Him:ajob?

Me:yeah,atarestaurant

Him:ohw,goodforyou..

Me:yeah,I'mgoingtosoonstarthavingmyown

money

Him:andthisremindsme,Iwantyourbank

details..

Me:forwhat?

Him:thatsnotyourbusiness

Me:itisactually..

Him:take

Hesaidgivingmesomepills

Him:andnowthisareyourpainkillers..Forthe

pain,youstillsoreright?

Himsayingthatmademymindtraveltothe



momentwhenhishandswerealloverme,our

lovemakingandhowitwassogoodand...and

nice.ButquicklyItookitoffmymind.

Me:yes,butitsmorepainfulwhenIwalk..

Him:drinkthepills,thenIwillbuysomethingto

eat..

IdrankthepainkillersashedrovetoRailpark

mall,Ididn'tevengivehimdirections,heknew

thecornerslikehestaysinGaborone.

Me:youknowthisplacewell..

Him:yeah,Ihavebusinesshere

Me:ohw..

Afterawhilehehadparkedatrailparkmall.

Him:wannacomewith?

Me:andembarrassmyself?withmyfunnywalk?

Him:ok,justwaitformethen..

Hekissedmycheekbeforegettingoutofthe

car.AssoonashewasgoneInoticedheleft



hisphoneinthecaroverthedashboard.Itook

it,andmyheartmeltedashisscreensaverwas

me.ItseemedlikeIwassleepingorsomething

likethatbutImustadmitIdidlookcute..I

placedhisphonebackandjustclosedmyeyes.

NomatterwhatpeoplemaysaybutBandileis

justperfect,okmaybehe'snotthatperfectbut

tomeheis.Itookmyphoneandswitchedit

on,IhaddozensofmessagesfromAlex."Hey

Kris,areyouok?","hey,pleasecallme","I'm

worriedKris,pleasecallme..ruok?"Andthelist

wenton,shemustbeworriedsoIdecidedto

texther."hey,I'mokdntwrryabtme,I'mcmng

homerytnow,luvu".Aftersendingthemessage

sheimmediatelycalledlikeshehadbeen

waitingforthemessage.

Me:hey

Her:hey,areyouok?

Me:yes,I'msorryaboutyesterday..Iwas

carelessandselfishthatIforgotIhada



responsibilitytotakecareof..

Her:whichresponsibility?I'moldKris

Me:still,Iwassupposedtotakecareofyou,you

aremysister,myresponsibility..Idontknow

whatIwouldhavedoneifsomethinghappened

toyou..

Her:thankGodyourboyfriendsavedyou

Me:yeah..areyouok?

Her:yeah..butmmawhyisyourboyfriend

Scarry,yeshe'shotandallbuthe'sScarryas

fuck!

Ilaughed..

Me:he'snot...he'sthebestpersonoutthere

onceyougettoknowhim

Her:heneversmiles..

Me:hedoes,infactalways

Shelaughed..

Her:yousayingthatjustbecauseyouguysare



dating..Butanywayyoucomingnow?

Me:yeah..

Her:ok,Itoldmomyouwentoutforajog..Isent

youatext

Me:yeah..lookIwillseeyouathome,loveyou

Her:loveyoumore..

TheIhungup,Bandilewasalreadyapproaching

thecarholdingaboxofpizza.Hegotinthecar

andgaveittome..

Him:boughtpizzaforyou..

Me:whataboutyou?youhaven'teaten

Him:Ihatepizza

Me:Ilovepizza

Hejustsmiledstartingthecar..

Me:mysistersaysyoulookScarry

Him:doI?

Me:thatsthething,Iactuallytoldheryoudon't..



Iopenedthepizzaanditwasatripledecar.I

startedeatingandasusualhekeptstealing

glancesatme..

Me:what?

Him:youareasloweater..

Me:noI'mnot..

Him:yesyouare,andIloveit..

Ichuckledshylylookingdown..

Him:Iwillcomepickyouupforlunch,howis

that?

Me:itsalready12hrs..

Him:yeah,Iwillcomearound1400hrs..

Me:ok

Momentslaterhiscarwasparkedatmygate,I

sawDylan'sandTshepiescarsparkedinside

theyardandI'msuretheywereallhere..

Him:youguyshavevisitors?



Me:no,thosearemyfriends..

Him:ok..solunch?

Me:yeah..

Him:okIloveyou..

Hesaidpullingmeforashortpassionatekiss.I

tookadeepbreath,andwhatfilledmymindis,is

henowgoingtoleaveme?wehadsexnow

what?

Him:whatareyouthinking?

Hesaidbringingmebacktoearth..

Me:areyounowgoingtoleaveme?

Him:leaveyou?

Me:yeah,leavemenowthatwehadsex?

Him:youdonttrustmedoyou?

Me:I'mscared

Him:youdonthavetoKristin,andsexisnot

goingtomakemeleave,yeswejusthadsexbut



I'mherewithyoubecauseIloveyou,andI'm

morethanhappyyouthoughtI'mtheoneto

loseyourinnocenceto..Iloveyouandnowthat

wehadsexthere'snothingasbreakup..Ilove

you

Hesaidpinchingmycheekabit..

Me:Iloveyouto,nowletmego..

Igotoffhiscarwiththeplasticbagcontaining

myclothesbecausetheclotheshegaveme

earlierwerenewclothesandalsoItookthe

pizzawithmeandwalkedmyfunnywalkslowly

tothegate,gotinandlookedbackathim.He's

carwasstillthere,Iwavedathimbeforeturning

andwalkingtothedoor.AsIgottothedoormy

phonereceivedatext,andfunnyenoughfrom

Bandile.."Iloveyousomuch,youandyourwalk

together"Ichuckledplacingthephoneaway

andfinallyopeningthedoor.Theyallturnedto

measIwalkedin,Dylan,BK,Antony,Alexand

Tshepie.



Alex:hey

Shesaidcomingtohugme..

Me:hi

Dylan:yourcousinisfuckenrich!

Me:cousin?

Alex:hemeanscousinBandilewhojust

droppedyou

IlaughedwhileAlexgavemethe"Ididn'tknow

whattodo"look.

Me:yeahheis..

BK:I'msorry..nowearesorryaboutyesterday

Kris...Idon'tevenknowhowyougotdrunkbut

weshouldgavekeptaclosereyeonyou..

Me:noitsmyfaultreally,IhopeIdidn'truinyour

night..

Antony:no..itsourfault..butwearegladyou

safe

Dylan:yeah..



Islowlysliddownandsatonthefloortoavoid

walkingaroundsincemysorev-jaywasn't

makingiteasier,Ijustcouldn'twalkaround

spellingouttoeveryonethatIjusthadsex.

Theyallsatdownonthefloor.

Me:andthen?whyareyouguysSittingonthe

floor?

Alex:becauseyoudid..

Ilaughed..

Me:lonalatsenwa(youarecrazy)

BK:aiiebilekenalegame'nyana(Ihaveagame)

Dylan:what'sthename?

Antony:whileyouarestillatit,Krispassmethe

pizza..Ithoughtyouwentforajog,wheredid

yougetthepizzaandclothes?

Me:well...I...ummh

Tshepie:aliecomingrightthere..

Dylan:yeah..Icanseeit



IsmiledatDylan..

Me:well..I..IwenttoRailpark..justtounwind..

Antony:ok,thepizza..

Ipassedthepizzaathimtakingasilentsigh

thattheydidn'tpushfurther.

BK:thegameisssss....playingcards!

Hesaidthrowingtheminthecirclewehad

formed..

Dylan:ok

BK:notjustanyplayingcards!buttruthordare

playingcards,thepersonwhowinsgetsthe

chancetopointatanyoneheorshewants,then

truthordareshimorherandfailuretoabide

youwillhavetocashP100ordrink2littersof

waterin6minutes..anyoneout?

Everybodykeptquite..

BK:soeveryoneisin..nowletthegame

begin..butbeforeanyquestions?



Tshepie:justoneextrarule...pleasedontbreak

relationships..

BK:dontworry

Antony:thisgameishot..

Dylan:Ilikeit..

Afterawhilewewereplaying,thefirstgame

Alexwon..

Her:sotruthordareBK

BK:dare,ketsabannetenna(I'mscaredofthe

truth)

Wealllaughed..

Alex:Ok,postonFacebookrightnowandtweet

asentencesayingoutthegirlyoutrulylove

unconditionally..

BK:thepersonIlove,Iloveherasasister

becauseshesmysisterbutbesidesit..Idon't

loveanyoneelsethatkindoflove..notthe

relationshipkindof..butIlovemysister



unconditionallove.

Dylan:yoursisterMatla?

Antony:doeshehaveanothersisterexpect

Matla?

AntonyaskedlookingatDylan..

Dylan:mxm

Ilaughed..

BK:yesIloveher,eversincebirthIloveherandI

willdoanythingforher...goodorbadbecauseI

loveher,Ialwaysmakesureherhappiness

comesfirstnomatterwhat...soletmepost!

Hetookhisphoneandposted.IwishSamwas

likethat,butthenthisledmymindto

Venus..butquicklyIbrushedhimoffmymind

asalways..ThenextgameTshepiewonit..

Him:Iwanttosaysomethingfirst..ummhKrisI

knowIwasoutoflineyesterday,IknowIhurt

youandI'mreallysorry..Itjustclickedinmy

mindyesterdaynightthatyouhavebeenthe



friendIhavealwaysneeded,alwaysthereforme

whenIneedyoubutIalwaysfailtodosoand

forthatI'msorry.I'msorryIamnotthefriend

youneedbutyesterdaywhatyousaid,theage

differencethingmademethinkaboutmy

parentsandiguessmymindtellsmethatswhy

theyfightalotandIdontwantthesamething

happeningtoyou..I'msorry,sosorryandI

promisestartingfromtodayI'mgoingtobethe

bestfriendyoudeserve..

Me:I'mglad..

Hecrawledoverandhuggedme..

Him:youaremysisterandnoMatterhowmuch

wefightthatwillneverchange..

Me:itwon't

Him:never..

Ismiledathim..

Him:ok,truthordareKris..

Me:truth



Him:ok,thecousinguy..ishetheeone?

Ichuckled..

Me:yes

BK:whatareyouguyssaying..who?

Dylan:theguywiththeamg63istheeone?

Antony:what?

Tshepie:youguysarelost

Dylan:wait,thenmakeusunderstand..

Me:ummh..he..

Tshepie:hestheonewhois..

Alex:whoissentbydadtokeepusinthewatch

Dylan:ohok..oklet'splayagain..

IlookedatAlexwiththe"thankyou"look,I

wasn'treadytoexposemyrelationship,notyet

atleast..ThefollowinggamewaswonbyBK.

BK:finally!oktruthordareDylan..

Dylan:dare..



BK:IwantyoutocallDudurightnowandtellher

youloveher,putthephoneloudspeaker..

DuduisDylan'srecentexgirlfriend..

BK:youloveher,weallknowitsojustcallher

andtellherbecausethatprideofyoursis

leadingyouastray..

Me:call!

Dylantookhisphoneanddialedhernumber

puttingitonloudspeaker..Duduansweredafter

awhile..

Her:Dylan?

Him:umhhhey..

Her:hey..

Therewasanawkwardsilenceforawhile..

Dylan:Iloveyou,Iloveyousomuch

Her:Dylan...Iloveyoutoobutyouknowwhywe

brokeup..

Dylan:noIdont,howaboutyouexplainittome



Her:Dylan..you..Idon'tdeserveyou..Idont

deserveyourlove..youdeservemuchbetter..

Him:Iwantyou..

Her:I'mpregnant..

Shewhispered..

Dylan:what?

Her:I'mpregnant

Dylan:Iheardthatpart,butwealwaysused

protection..

Her:Iknow,I..-

Dylan:butitsok,wewilljusthavetotakecareof

thesituation..Iloveyouandyouloveme,we

cantakecareofthebaby..together..Iknowyour

parentswillbe-

Her:Isleptwith...with..someoneelse..I..

Him:waitwhat?

Her:itwasamistakeBabe,I..



AndDylanhungupgoingoutside..

BK:fuck!nowthat'smessedup..

Me:wow!

Alex:Ineedwater

Tshepie:metoobabe..

Theysaidstandingupgoingtothekitchen..

BK:Kris..goafterhim

Me:me?

Antony:yes,youaretheonlyonewhoknows

howtomakethingsright...likeyoudidwithme

lastyear..withRebecca..

BK:thatgirlhadbewitchedyou,thewayyou

usedtorunafterherass!

BKsaidlaughing..

Antony:Ilovedher,thatswhy..sometimesIjust

wonderwhystickaroundifyoudon'tlove

someone,onlytohurtthemlater?



Me:alothasbeenhappeninginmyabsence

Antony:morethanalot..

Me:ok,letmegotalktoDylan..

Istoodupandwentoutside,hewassittedon

topofhiscarstarringatnothinguntilIstoodin

frontofhim..

Me:hey

Him:Kris

Isatdown,downatthepavementsaying

basicallynothing,Ididn'tknowwhattosayand

soweremainedinsilenceforawhile.

Him:lifeisfuckedup!

Hefinallymanagedtosaywithafaintvoice..

Me:Iknow..andithurts

Him:morethananything..Neverthoughtthis

wouldhappen..

Me:whenlifegetssomesseduponmeIcry..



Him:wellunlikeyouIwilltofindawaynotto

feelthepain

Me:yeah...Iknow,you,TshepieandBKdo

that,butIhaveseenitsdifferentwithAntony..

Him:yeah...likeyouheallowshimselftofeelthe

pain

Me:yeah..doyouthinkitsSafeformetosay"its

goingtobefine?"

Him:youcansayit...

Me:itsgoingtobewellwithyou..

Him:whydoyousaythatthough?

Me:becauseIhavelearntonething,ifit'snot

mearnttobethenitsnotbutifitismeanttobe

itwillbe..

Him:Iwillgetoverit..

Me:obviously...Youknowsomeoneoncemade

melearnsomething..

Him:whatisit?



Me:let'sgetinsidethecar..

Helookedatmeforawhilebeforefinally

gettingoffhiscarandgettinginsidethecar

withme..

Me:makeyourseatliedown

HedidthatasItooadjustedmyseatsoIcanlie

down.

Me:lieonyourseat

HelayinhisseatwhileIdidthesame..

Me:now,trytoblockyourmindoveranything.

Theneverythingelsewillstop..Thewholeworld

willstopandwhatwillonlyexistisyouin

soludutesilenceandpeace..

Heclosedhiseyes,Ididthesameafter

monitoringhimforawhilewatchinghis

stressedfacestarttorelax.Ialsolaythere.I

musthavesomehowfallenasleepasIgot

wokenupbymyphoneringinginmypocket,I

tookitoutandansweredwithmyeyeshalf



closed.

Me:hello?

CallerID:andthen?

IrealizeditwasBandileandshit!thelunch!I

lookedaroundandDylanwasstillsleeping,he

lookedsoinpeacesosilentlyIgotoffhiscar.

Racedtomyroomignoringthepainthat

concealedinbetweenmylegs.

Me:ummh,areyoustillcoming?

Him:I'matyourgate

Me:God!Islept..canyougivemeaminute?

Him:30minutes

Me:I'mreallysorry..

Him:itsok,getreadyandbequick

Me:ok

Him:whowereyouwithinthecar?

Me:afriend..



Him:pleasebequick

Hesaidignoringme,somehowapartofmefelt

likehewasangry..

Me:he'sjustafriend..Iswear

Iheardhimchuckle..

Him:andwhatdidIsay?

Ikeptmysilence..

Him:look,Iloveyouok?nowpleasedressup..

Me:ok,Iloveyoutoo

MomentslaterIcameoutofthebathroom

wipingmyselfaftertakingaquickshower.I

wentovertomysuitcasesthatIhaven't

unpackedandbrowsedthrough,afterawhileI

wasdressedupinawhitemidthighbody

hugginghighwaistskirt,aseethroughcroptop

andawhiteconverse,letmybraidsloseandI

lookedgoodtogo.Iwentbacktothesitting

roomaftergrabbingmywhiteslangback.Dylan

wasnowwiththemandtheylookedso



focussedintheTv.

Alex:goingsomewhere?

Me:yeah..willbebackafterawhile

Dylan:andwheretoexactly?

Me:themall,bye

Isaidwalkingout.Iwalkedintothestreet,I

couldn'tseeBandilescaranywheresoItookmy

phonesotocallhim.Heansweredafterawhile..

Me:I'mready..

Him:youlookbeautiful..

Me:huh?

Hekeptquite..AfterawhileIheardahooter

behindmeandinvoluntaryIturned...He'scar

wasbehindme.Hegotoffhe'scarandwalked

tome..

Him:youlookreallybeautiful

Me:thanks



Him:let'sgo

HesaidputtinghishandoutformeandItook

it..

Wewenttothecarandgotin.Afterawhilehe

wasdrivingaway..

Him:sowhatwereyoudoingsleepinginthecar

withthatboy?

Me:he'sgirlfriendcheatonhimandnowshe's

pregnantsoIwasjusttryingtogethimtocool

downthenthinkofawayforwardwithaclear

mind..

Him:ok

Me:yeah..

Him:sowhereareyougoingtobestayingat

Varsity?

Me:IwasthinkingmaybeIcouldrentahouse

nearby,thenshareitwithsomeone..Ihate

stayingalone,I'msureIwillgetlonely



Him:ok,andwhatwillyoubestudying?

Me:law

Hechuckled..

Him:thats..nicebabe

Me:youthinkIcan'tbecauseofmytinyvoice?

Him:Ithinkyoucanwithyourtinyvoice...

Me:ok..

Him:howareyoufeeling?

Me:abitsorebutIwillbeok

Him:I'msorryIhurtyou,butnexttimeitwon'tbe

thatmuchpainful..

Me:Ihopeso.

Him:sowhenareyoustartingyourjob?

Me:tomorrowIguess,whenIgettouniversityI

alsowannadosomethinglikeaparttimejob

Him:willyoucope

Me:yeah...



Him:Iwillsee

Me:youwilllookforajobforme?

Him:whyshouldIifIhaveacompany?

Me:ohw,youaregoingtoopensomethingfor

meinyourcompany?

Him:yeah

Me:ok

Afterawhilewewereinarestauranteating

whenthisotherguycametoourtable..

Him:ohfuck!dudeyouhere?

HesaidtoBandilewhostoodupandfist

bumpedwiththisguy..

Bandile:Iwasgoingtohityouup..

Him:Ineedtoshowyousomethingfruitful..And

who'sthebeautifulsexymamhere?

Bandile:ummhthat'smywomanbruhandbabe

thisismyfriendRicardo



Ricardo:ohwnice...ummhnicetomeetyou

mam

Me:likewise

Bandile:ummhbabeasecondplease

Hesaidstandingupandwalkingoutwithhis

friendandthelastthingIheardwas"she'shot".I

lookedatthemthroughtheglasswallandthat

Ricardoguykeptglancingatme.Momentslater

Bandilewasback.

Him:sorryaboutthatbabe

Me:itsok

Him:Iwillmakeituptoyou

Me:I'msureyouwill

Hejustchuckled..

AftereatingBandiletookmetosomejewellery

shop,thekindofjewelleryshopwitheverything

expensivethatIwouldnotevenattemptbuying.

Me:thisshophasexpensivethingsonly..



Him:Iknow..

Hewenttothisdiamondnecklacewhichlooked

sobeautiful,butitsprice!Hewentwithitatthe

cashierandpaidforit..Iwasjuststandingthere

waitingforhim,Iwasn'tsurprised..Hesurely

couldaffordit..

Him:let'sgo

Wewalkedtohiscarandhedrovetothehotel..

Whenwegottohisroom,hetookoutthe

necklacefromitssmallbox..

Him:comehere..

Iwalkedtohim..

Him:Iboughtthisforyou..

Me:no..itstoo..-Ican'ttakeit..itstoomuch..

Him:itsbeautiful,forgetabouttheprice..I

boughtitforyoubecauseIloveyou,because

youtakethefirstplaceinmyheart,andbecause

youcompleteme..IloveyouKris,andIknowour

relationshipmaynotbelikeotherrelationships



butIguessthat'swhatmakesusunique..No

matterwhathappensIwantyoutoalways

knowIloveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Him:yes,andsoyouaregoingtotakethis

necklace..

Hesaidpullingmecloserandturningme

aroundgivinghimmyback.Hemademewear

itanditlookedsoBeautiful..

Me:itsreallybeautiful

Him:andyouaremuchmorebeautiful..

Heturnedmearoundandheldmywaist..

Him:andIloveyou

Ismiled..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hegentlykissedmylipspullingmemuchmore

closer.Thekisswasn'tjustakiss,becauseas

alwaysIcouldfeeloursoulsconnect,Ijustfall



inlovewithhimalloveragain,thewayhelooks

atmemeltsmyheartandsometimesIjust

wonder,ishereallymine?becausehejust

makesmefeellikeI'mtheonlyoneinthewhole

worldhesees.Hebrokethekissafterawhile

buthisfacewaswrittenconcern..

Him:whatdididothistimearound?

Me:what?

Him:youarecrying..

Iwipedmyfaceandindeedthereweretears..

Isoftlylaughed

Me:Iloveyoutoomuchthatithurtsandmakes

mecry..

Hechuckledbeforeburyingmeinhisstrong

armswhereIfeltsafe..theonlyplacewhereI

canhearourheartsbeatinginthesamerhythm.

Ihuggedhimmuchtighterhopingitwouldlast

forever..

.



~3MONTHSLATER~

.

Dylan:I'mscared

Me:okfineletmecheckforyou..

Hegavemehisphone..

BK:startwithmeplease

Alex:Ihatefeelinglikeyouguys,Iremember

whenmyresultswereout..thankGodIonlygot

A's

Alex:letmecheckforyoubabe

Tshepie:thatsmygirl..buttodaybabe..

ItwasthebeginningofMarchandtheBGSE

resultswereout..IcheckedDylan'sresultsfirst

andhehad2A'sthenabunchofB's.

Me:Dylanyoudidwell!

Hecametowardsmethentookthephoneaway

fromme.Afterawhilehestartedscreaming.



Dylan:shit!CapetownhereIcome!

ItookthephoneawayfromhimasIchecked

Antony's..

Alex:4'sandB'sBabe

Tshepie:Iknewit,IworkedhardforthoseA's

Me:I'msure...andAntonyyouhaveoneAand

B's..youguysdidwell

BK:amIevergoingtogetmyresults?

Me:letme..

Iquicklycheckedforhim,mybreathinghitched

becausethisdudeonlyhad1BandA's.

BK:tellmehowmanyD'sIgotandE's

Me:youonlyhave1B

BK:shit!I'mdead

Me:andtherestareA's..

BK:what?

Me:yeah..jeezBKyoudid..noyouleftamark..



Hequicklysnatchedmyphoneandstarted

jumpingupanddown..

Him:mamaImadeit!

Thewholerestaurantlookedatus..

Me:youdidit

Dylan:no,wedidit!Krisyourdadsaidyougot

position2inthewholeschool..weallmadeit!

Me:andVarsity?

Antony:herewego

Thelastthreemonths,havebeenok.Momreally

didfixusjobsattherestaurant,

me,Dylan,Tshepie,AntonyandBKwehavebeen

workingtheresincethen.BandileandIweare

stilltogetherandyeswedohaveourfightsbut

attheendofthedaythewords"Iloveyou"are

exchanged.Eversincethreemonthsbackhe

onlycamethisside5times,butthenI'mglad

thatsoonenoughIwillbegoingclosertohim

andseeinghimwontbeaproblem.Asfor



Sam,wearenolongerthatmuchcloselikewe

usedto,itslikewehavedriftedapartbutIblame

himforthat,onlyifhecanjustputasidehis

angerforBandileandseehowmuchhappyhe

makesme.IlasttalkedtoLeahandBarryaday

beforeandLeahsaidshewasalreadyin

AustraliawhileBarrysaidshewastogoto

newyorkinthefollowingdayswhilemeonthe

otherhandI'mjustwaitingformyletterof

acceptancefromtheUniversityof

JohannesburgbecauseIappliedaweekago.

Dylan:I'mnowgoingtoapply

BK:yeah..

Antony:myparentsaregoingtobesohappy..

Tshepie:yeah,especiallyyoursBK

BK:yeah..shitIcan'tbelievethis

Me:youbetterbelieveit..ohGod..I'msohappy

foryouandeveryonehere

Dylan:wetherealshit!



Tshepie:saythatagain.

Wewereattherestaurantafterourshifts,Alex

hadjustcometocheckuponmeafterschool..

Me:let'sgo

Dylan:yeah

Westoodupandleft,whileBK,DylanandAntony

gotinDylan'scarandme,AlexinTshepie's.

Tshepie:whendidtheysaytheywillgiveyou

theacceptanceletter?

Me:inafew

Him:ok..

Alex:I'malreadysadthatbefore2weekscan

evenpassy'allwillbegone

Me:I,personally,I'mhappy

Tshepie:I'malsosadbabe

Ichuckledandjustfocusedonmyphone..BK

hadalreadypostedhisresultsonFacebook.His

resultswerereallypleasing.Minuteslater



Tshepiehadparkedinfrontofourhouse,Ididn't

wastetimeIjustgotoffthecarassoonasthe

carstopped.Iwalkedinsidethehouse,mom

wasalreadyinbecauseIsawhercar.Igot

insidethehouseandstraighttothekitchen

wereshewas.

Her:baby

Me:mom

Her:resultsareout

Me:theyalldidwell

Her:thatsgreatandohhthere'ssomethingthat

cameforyoutoday..

Me:whatisit?

Shewipedherhandswiththedishtowelbefore

openingadrawerandtakingoutanenvelope.

Her:camefromUJ

Myheartstartedbeatingfast.

Me:whatdoesitsay?



Her:Ididn'topenit..

ShesaidgivingittomeandsoquicklyItookit

thenopeneditwithshakinghands.Itookoutthe

letterandreadittwice..

Mom:and?

Me:theyhaveacceptedme.

Iscreamed..

Mom:Godisgood

Me:yeah..

Alexthengotin..

Alex:what'sthescreamingabout?

Mom:yoursistergotacceptedinUJ

Alex:thatsgoodnews..

Shecameandhuggedme..

Her:sowhenareyouexpectedthere?

Me:nextweekWednesdayit'sorientation..

Mom:thenwehavetostartpreparingyou,Iwill



callyourfather..

ThiswasthebestdayIhaveeverhad..

.

.

BANDILE

.

.

Max:soforhowlongdoyouthinkTaylorwon't

findoutyouarefuckinghisdaughter?

Me:somethingtellsmeheknows

Maxwhistled,hewasgoingtobeinSAfora

fewdays.Hehadcomebecausehewantedme

tohelphimwithhisdrugoperationabit.

Him:thatdoesn'tgood..

Me:itdoesn't..Butthewayheloveshis

daughter,I'msurehewon'thurther

Him:byhurtingheryoumeanhewon'tkillyou



becausehisdaughterlovesyou?

Me:yeah..

Him:I'msurehe'snotthrilled..

Me:whichparentwillbethrilledtofindoutthat

theirdaughterisdatingathief?adruglord?

Him:andontopofthatyouwanttogetinthe

humantraffickingzone..

Me:itsajackpot

Him:itwon'tbeifyouareinjail

Me:dontworry,I'mgettingsomeonetorunit,in

caseitgetbustedbythepolice,itwon'tlink

backtome

Him:havingbrainslikeyoursisanicelife

problem..

Me:itis..

Him:howisyoursister?

Me:stayawayfrommysister!



Him:I'mjustasking..

Ijustgavehimalook..

Him:andthenIwonderhowyouaredatingsuch

abeautifulgirl,niggayoulookalluglyandshit!

Hesaidgettinginhiscar,hewasatmyhouse..

Me:me?ugly?

Him:ifIwereyouIwouldimpregnatehersoshe

doesn'trunawaybeforeshemeetsthisfresh

varsityboys..areyouevenhavingsex?wantme

tofixyousomething?

Iclickedmytoungegoingbackinsidethehouse

leavinghimlaughinginhiscar,itdidoccurto

methatKrismaymeetbetterpeopleat

universitybutmakingherpregnantwilldomore

harmthangoodbutwhatIknowisI'mreadyto

killforher.Enhlehadwentbacktoschoolsoit

wasonlymeinmyhouse.AsIsatdownto

watchTVtherewasaknockonmydoor.Igot

upandwenttoitandopeningTheodorewasat



thedoor.

Me:Theo

Her:Andile,canIcomein?

Shesaidpushingmeinsidethehousewithher

gettingin.Shewenttomysittingroomandby

thetimeIgotthereshewasonlyinherwhite

lingerielookingallsexyandhot..

Her:missedme?

Mythroatjustwentdry,butmyeyeswere

lustingonherbody,eventhewayshetalkedwas

justassexy.

Her:youknownobodycanrideyouthewayI

can...

Asshewasstillstandingthere,makingmehard

byjustlookingathermyphonerang,Itookitout

anditwasKrisandmyheartstartedbeating

fast,itfeltlikeIwascheatingonherbutshes

beennothingbuttheperfectgirlfriendI

need,maybewemightnothavesexliketheway



IusuallyhadsexwithTheobutitsalways

perfectbecauseitisn'tjustfucking,itislove

making,itisthatkindofsexthatconnectsus.

Me:ummhTheo,Ihavesomeone..

Her:so?

Ichuckled

Me:soleave

Shelaughed..

Her:whenhaseverhavingagirlfriendstopped

you?

Me:sinceIlovethisone

Her:comeon..Iknowyouwantthis

Me:youdon'tknowwhatIwant..

Her:ummhI'mgoingtoChina,hitajob

there..howaboutagoodbyesex?

Me:howaboutyougocatchyourflight?

Shechuckled..



Me:whilstyouarestillatit,closethedoorin

yourwayout..

Isaidwalkingtomyroomleavingherinshock.

MaybeImighthaveneversaidnotoherwild

sexbecauseshecangocrazyduringsexbutI

lovekristomuchnottohurtherlikethat.

IcalledKrisassoonasIgotinmyroom.

Shedidn'ttakemuchtimetoanswer..

Her:babetheyhaveacceptedme!

Me:thatsawesomebabe

Her:yeahandmymomjustcalleddad,hesays

hehasalreadylookedforaccommodationfor

me,andthehouseisclosetouniversity..I'mso

excited

Me:I'mtheexcitedone,whenareyoucoming?

Her:onFriday..anddadsayshehasalready

boughtmeanewcar..

Me:good,atleastyouwon'tbeusingtaxis..



Her:yeah..Ijustcan'twait..

Me:metoo

Her:anywayhowareyoutoday?

Me:I'mok,howwaswork?

Her:theusual...

Me:I'mhungry..

Her:thenwhydon'tyouorderinorcook?

Me:I'mhungryforyou

Shegiggled,thenclearedherthroataftera

while..

Her:ohw

Me:Iwannafeelyourwarmth

Her:Ndile..

Me:andhearyoumournmyname..

Iwassureshewasturningredwherevershe

was.

Her:ummhIhavetogo...



Ilaughed..

Me:okfine,let'stalkaboutsomethingelsesince

youaretooshy

Her:yeah..

Me:sowhichcardidyourfatherbuyyou?

Her:hesaysit'sasurprise

Me:youhavealicenceright?

Her:yeah,tookitamonthago

Me:good,soyouwillbesharingthehouse?

Her:yes..

Me:ok,Ireallymissyou,can'tbelieveIsawyou

last2weeksago..

Her:Iwishyoucancomeovertonight

Me:youdo?

Her:yeahbutI'mcomingonFriday...todayit's

Monday

Me:yeah



Her:sowhatwereyoudoingnotansweringmy

call?

Lustingoverahalfnakedladyinmyhouseand

ifyouhadn'tcalledprobablywouldbefucking

bynowmysubconsciousscreamed.

Me:waswashingmycar

He:ok,butatnight?

Me:yeah...plusit'sonly1730hrs..thesunisstill

there..

Her:ok..momistakingusouttonight...

Me:textmeassoonasyougethome

Her:ok,IloveyousomuchNdile

Me:Iloveyoutoobabe

Her:okbye

Shethehungup..guiltthenweighedmemaking

mesitonmybed,Ican'tbelieveIletmyeyes

lustoverTheo,knowingverywellIhave

someoneIloveprobablymorethanmylifeand



losingherwouldkillme.Ibrowsedthroughmy

phoneuntilIfoundsteve'snumber,theguythat

runsmycompany,he'squitegoodatwhathe

does,Icalledhim.

Me:yohmyniggaSteve!

Him:ssupbruh?

Me:Iwannaflyout,usingthecompanysjet..

Him:ok,when?

Me:tonight?

Him:andwhenareyoucomingback?

Me:tomorrowearlymorning..

Him:thatcanbearranged,howabout2130hrs?

Me:stillgood..

Him:ok

Ithenhungup.

.

.



KRIS

.

.

Momhadtakenustoafancyrestaurantto

celebratethegoodnews.

Mom:yougirlsmakemeaproudmother

Me:youshouldbeproud..

Mom:lookatyou,onlyyesterdayyouwerea

babybutlooktoday..youareleavingmyhouse

tostayalone,tobeyourownperson..Alex,only

2yearsleftandyouwillbegone

Alex:wegrowingfastain'twe?

Her:youare..

Me:wellcheerswithorangejuicetosuccess!

Mom:tosuccess

Alex:tosuccess

Aftereating,wedrovebackhome.



Mom:I'mgoingtosleepgirls,I'mtired

Me:metoo..

IsaidtextingBandilethatIwashome,afterthat

Ilockedthedoorsandwenttomyroomwith

Alex.

Her:I'mexhausted..

Shesaidtakingoffherclothes.

Me:metoo..butI'mgoingtotakeaquick

shower..

Iwalkedouttothebathroom..Tookaquick

warmshowerthenwentbacktomyroom...

Alex:yourphonewasringing..

Me:ohh

IwentovertoitanditwasLeah,shecalled

againandsoimmediatlyIanswered.

Me:Bae!

Her:babe,howareyou?



Me:IgotacceptedatUJ!

Her:great!Ihaveasurpriseforyou...

Me:ohw,whatisit?

Her:youwillseeonFriday..

Me:youaresendingit?

Her:yeah,sohowisyourboyfriend?

Me:ok..haveyoufoundsomeoneelse?

Her:no..andI'mfinealone

Me:ok

Her:lookIwillcallyouonFriday

Me:ok,loveyou

Her:loveyoutoo

Shethenhungup..

Alex:whowasthat?

SheaskedasIstarteddressinginmypj's.

Me:afriend,shesaysshehasasurpriseforme..



Alex:IwishIhadfriendswhocanjustsurprise

me

Ilaughed..

Me:dontworry

Her:notsolongagotheonlypersonyousawas

afriendwasTshepie..

Me:Tshepieismybestfriend...Andthings

change..

Her:yeah..doesTshepieusuallytalkaboutme?

Me:I'mnotgoingdiscussmybestfriendwith

hisgirlfriend..

Her:mxm

Ichuckledgettingintobed

Her:I'mgoingtomissyou,again

Me:metoo,goodnight

Her:night..

AssoonasIclosedmyeyes,Ifellasleep..I



couldhearmyphoneringingbutIwastoo

drunkinsleepbutitkeptonringingsowithout

lookingIanswered..

Me:mhhm

CallerID:sleepingalready?

ItwasBandilesvoice..

Me:yeah..

Him:wakeup

Me:NdileI-

Him:please

Me:ok..

Him:gotothebathroomandwashyoureyes..

Me:Iwannasleep

Him:please

Igroaned,gotupfrommybedwithmyeyeshalf

openandstaggeredtothebathroomthen

washedmyeyes.Iwasfullyawakebythen..



AfterthatIwentbacktomyroom..

Me:whatisit?

Him:I'mhere,2houseawayfromyours

Me:what?

Him:ImissedyouandI'mheretoseeyou..

Me:thisisabadjoke

Him:itsnojoke..pleasecomeout

Me:areyouserious?Youarehere?

Him:yeah..

Itookadeepbreathbeforesoftlyshaking

Alex,shejustdidn'twanttowakeupsoIlefther

thentiptoedtothesittingroom,slowlyunlocked

thehousethenwenttothegate,slowlypushed

ittoavoidnoise,thelightsofhiscarflashed

onceatme,soIwalkedtohiscarthengotatthe

passengersit..

Me:whyareyouhere?

Him:whyareyouwhispering..Younotinthe



houseanymore..

Me:yeah..whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:yousaidyouwishedIcancomesonowI'm

here

Me:Bandile..

Him:what?youarehappyright?

HestartedticklingmethatIlaughedsohard,my

ribswereevenpainful..

Me:Iam..Iam..

Hestopped..

Him:I'mhappyifyouare

Hesaidkissingmylips,Icouldn'tresist,Ihad

missedhim..hebrokeitafterawhile...He

lookedatme,thenIrememberedmyhairmust

belookingmessy,Ihadrecentlyunplaiteditsoit

wasjusthorrible...QuicklyItriedfixingitwith

myhands..

Hechuckled..



H:Istillloveyouwiththemessandyoustilllook

Beautifuleitherway..

Iblushedlookingdownatmyfingers.

Him:youwannacuddle?

Me:inthecar?

Him:no,inyourbed..

Me:younotscaredmymomwillburnyouwith

oil?

Him:Iwilltaketherisk..let'sgo

Hegotoffthecar,andIknewhewasserious..

MomentslaterwewereinAlex'sroom,withmy

headonhischest..

Him:sowhenisorientation?

Me:Monday..I'msoexcited

Him:youshouldbe..

Me:whereyouexcitedwhenyouwenttovarsity?

Him:tobehonestnotreally..



Me:why?

Him:Ifeltlikegoingtouniversitywasgoingto

putmyfamilyinatightsituation,financiallythat

is...bythenwewerestillstayinginKZN

Me:ain'tyouhappythatyouwentnow?

Him:no..

Hesaiditsimply...

Me:wheredidyougetmoneytostartyour

company?

Him:Istoleit,hackedsomerichguysaccount

Me:youareahacker?

Him:prettymuch..

Me:sothemoneywasenoughtobuildsucha

bigcompany?

Him:no,thenIbombedanATM

Me:alone?

Him:no..



Me:howoldwereyoubythen?

Him:20

Me:weren'tyouscared?

Him:itwasn'tmyfirsttimesoIwaschilled..

Me:whatelsedoyoudothatsillegal?

Him:welldrugs..stealcarsanddiamondsand

gold..

Me:wow!thats...only?

Him:no,buttherestwillmakeyouhateme..

Me:hateyou?Idon'tseethathappening..Ilove

youtoomuch..evenifyoudonttellmeI'msure

Samwilldothehonours..

Him:humantrafficking..

Me:what?

Him:thatsallIdo..that'sillegal,therestislegal..

Iranoutwordstosay...

Me:thepolice...



Him:I'mverycareful

Me:Idonthateyou

Hechuckled..

Him:I'mglad..

Me:willyoueverstop?

Him:yeah..foryoumaybe..

Ismiled...Ikissedhimandhekissedbackbut

brokeitafterawhile..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:metoo..

Him:youtoowhat?

Ichuckled..

Me:IloveyoutooBandileThulani

Him:good

Hesaidholdingmetighterwithmyheadstillon

hischest.Ifellasleeplisteningtohisheartbeat

onlytowakeupinthemorningAloneonthe



bed,hewasgone.

.

.

**ToBeContinued**

[11/27,11:02]Ron:DANGEROUSATTRACTION:

KRISTIN'SDIARY

#Insert26

KRIS

.

.

Mompaidforthelaptop,andthatwasthelast

gadgetIneededforuniversity.Everythingelse

hadalreadybeenset,dadtoldme.ThehouseI

wastostayinwascompletelyfurnished,dad

haditallcoveredsoIdontstressoversome

things.ItwasWednesdayandmomwas

helpingmebuythelastfewthingsImay

need,shehadeventakenadayoffbecauseI



wasgoingtobeleavingtomorrowsothatIhave

enoughtimetoexploreJohannesburg,itwas

goingtobemyfirsttimebeinginJohannesburg

alonelikethat,startingalifeinacityI

completelydon'tknowwasn'tthatmuch

exciting,okmaybeImighthavebeenexciteda

fewdaysagobutnowthatitwasactually

happeningallmyhighselfconfidencegot

flushedinthetoilet.

Mom:isthereanythingelseyouthinkyoumay

need?

Me:no,IthinkI'mok..

Her:nowtimeforyourhair..Istillthinkitwould

havebeenagoodideaifIescortedyou

there_justthatyourfathersaiditsnowyour

time,yourmomentbutitwouldhavebeenbetter

justtoleaveyouyouabitsettled..

Me:Iknowbutmom..IthinkitstimeIlearnto

standupandbemyownperson..Justtolearn

theropes..



Her:IknowbutI'mjustworriedbaby

Me:yeah,IknowandIwillcalleverychanceIget

Her:youmust,Ihopeyoubehaveyourselfthere

Kris,bethegoodgirlIraised..knowwhyyouare

there,dontletboysmisleadyou..youhavea

brightfutureaheadofyou..knowyourmission

Me:Iknowmom..

Her:good,andonemorething..Iknowyouhave

grownintoabeautifulyoungwoman,Iknowyou

aregoingtostartdatingandallbutbabyplease

besafe..Imaytellyounottohavesextodaybut

Iknowyouaregoingtoonewayortheotherso

pleasealwaysbesafe..Idon'twantyoutocome

backwithadegreecalledababy...alwaysbe

safe,plustherearediseasesouttherelike

Aids..I'msureyoudontwanttodependonpills

fortherestofyourlifeorevenworsehave

HIV,thengivebirthtoanHIVbaby..be

responsibleKris..Ihavetaughtyoubetter..

Me:yesmom



Her:good,plusknowyourfriendsverywell..

Me:yesmom

ShethendrovemetothesaloonwereIplaited

anotherTwist,butthistimearounditwasa

purpletwistwithabitofmaroon.Ispentat

least3hoursatthesaloon,bythetimewegot

outoftheremylegswerefeelingwobbly.Mom

boughtdebonairpizzasotosaveusthehard

workofcookingdinner.GettinghomeAlexwas

alreadythere,butwiththeboys.

Dylan:goodeveningmma

Mom:myboys,howareyou?

BK:weareawesome..

Mom:thatsgreat,andcongratulationsonyour

results,youboysreallydidwell..youmademea

proudmother..

Antony:thatstheonlyintention,tomakeyou

proud..

Tshepie:yes..Sopumpkinisleavingtomorrow?



Mom:yes,I'msostressedrightnow..letmego

makeafewcalls..Iboughtpizza..Idon'tknowif

itwillbeenoughforallofyou..

Tshepie:dontworrymma,it'smorethan

enough..

Mom:ok..

Shewenttoherroom.

Alex:isthatalaptop?

Me:yeah...Ineedtobeprepared

Tshepie:IappliedatWits..I'mcrossingmy

fingersthattheyacceptme..

Antony:andsodidi,withinaweekIwillbe

havingmyacceptanceletter.

BK:metoo..

Dylan:I'moverexcited..I'mgoingtomakesureI

rollwiththebestbitch!

BK:Idontdorollingwithbitches,Ijustfuckand

moveontothenextbetterwhore..



Antony:youaremanwhoresmyniggas,no

offense..malesluts!

Alexlaughed..

Alex:aiiguysmomisgoingtohearyou..

Dylan:let'stakeitoutside..

Wethenallwalkedoutsideandsatatthe

veranda.

Dylan:I'mnomanwhoreormaleslut,it'sjustthat

I'mtiredofgettingburnedeverytime,ofgetting

myheartbroken...itstiring

Antony:thatswhyI'mbasicallystayingaway

fromrelationshipsatthemoment..Butguys

enoughoftheemotionaldrainingtopics..

BK:yeah..let'splaymyplayingcards!

Tshepie:goodidea..

BKtookhiscardsfromhispocketsandwe

startedplaying,Dylanwonthefirstgame..

Dylan:Godiswithmetoday..ummhKris..Truth



ordare?

Me:truth

Dylan:asexpected...Ok..nowisthatguywho

cametopickyouuponMonday,theguywho

savedyouthattimeatthepartyyourcousin?

AntonyandBKhadtheireyesfullcuriosity,they

wantedtoknow..

BK:butI'msurecousinsdonttoucheachother

likeyouguysatthat..likehowyouguyswerethe

otherday..sotellme,ishereallyacousinor?

Dylan:Ihavebeenwaitingforthismoment..

IlookedatTshepie,whojustlookedbackat

me,whatifIdaysayyes,thentheygivemethe

samereactionIgotfromTshepie?

Alex:butIalreadytoldyouhe'sacousin..

Dylan:ifyoudon'twanttoanswer,youknowthe

consequenceright?

Antony:I'mnotgoingtobepartofmethisone..



BK:Kris?

Iclearedmythroat,withadrymouth..

Me:he...he'snotacousin,orfamily..He'smy

boyfriend..

Isaidwithmyeyesdownonmylap,Ijustdidn't

wanttoreadtheirfaces.

Alex:therewego..allsaid..Anyonewitha

problem?

Dylan:Ididsuspecthewasyourboyfriend,the

wayhehandledKrisattheparty..Idon'thavea

problemwithit...Aslongashedoesn'thurt

you..becauseifhedoes..

Antony:wearegoingtoshowhim

BK:yeah...Andwhilewestillplanningthatwe

shouldhavemedicalandfuneralpolicies

becauseheseemslike...thetypetokill

Theyburstintolaughter..

Alex:hemightlookScarrybutKrissaidhe'sthe



nicestpersononearth..

Tshepiechuckled..

Tshepie:nicest?please...helooksangry..

Me:ahhguysenoughshadesinmyboyfriend..

Dylan:let'smoveinwiththegame...Istillhave

questions..

Weplayedanotherround,thistimeI'mtheone

whowonit..

Me:finally!

Alex:forthefirsttimeshehaswon..

Me:yeah..andAntony..

Antony:dare!

Me:Idareyouto...ummhtowearAlex'smake

up,adresswithhillsthenwetakeyouapicture

sothatweuploaditonsocialmedia..

Everybodystartedlaughingwhilehejustlooked

atme..



Antony:youknowwhat..thiswon'tevenhurt

me..

Hestoodup,thenplacedhishandsinthe

pockets,takingthemouthehad2P50Notes

thenhandedthemtome..

Me:goodboymygirl

Isaidtakingthemoney..

Antony:I'mgoingtogetyouforthis..

Dylan:thatwasthebestdareIhaveeverheard..

BK:ahhAntonybruh..Youareacoward..Ahh..I

waswaitingeagerlyforthatmoment..

Antony:I'msureyouenjoyingdisappointment

whilstitsstillfresh..itsuckswhenrotten..

Me:let'scontinue..Dylanstillhasmore

questions..

Dylanlaughed..

Dylan:yeah..IwanttoaskBKifheevercrushed

onthisothergirl..



BK:youhavestarted..

Tshepie:whatwashernameagain?

Antony:Ruth..BKwasdatingthatgirlsecretly..

BK:Ruthwasjustafriend..

Dylan:lies..youwerefuckingwithher..youare

theonewhobrokehervirginity..Justadmitit!

Antony:BK'ssexgameisonfire..Hisdick

sleepsonthecharger..itsalwaysonablast..

Welaughed..

Tshepie:BK'smottoisnosexnolife!

BK:Tyoutheonesayingthis?bruhyoucan'tbe

gaythenbetellingmethat..

Welaughedevenharder..

Dylan:who'sgay?

BK:Tshepang..

Welaughedevenmore..

BK:AndyouDylan..-



Dylan:don'tstartwithme..Ididn'tsayanything..

IjustwantedtoknowifyouandRuthever

dated..

Antony:noDylan,yousaidtheyusedtofuck..

Dylan:ahhI'mthirsty..Anyonewhowantswater?

Hesaidstandingupandwalkingtothekitchen

leavingeveryoneinlaughter.Thefactthatthis

wasthelasttimeweeverdidthisleftme

hurting,it'sfunnyhowmuchcloserwegot

duringthisshortperiodoftime..butitwasnever

likethiswhenwewerestillatschool,yesIknew

TshepiehadfriendsbutIneverreallyhang

aroundwiththemthatmuch,Ialwaysfelt

uncomfortablebuttodayI'msingingadifferent

story..

.

*********************

.

Mom:begoodok?rememberwhatItaughtyou..



Me:Iwill

Mom:andpleasetakecareofyourself

baby..don'tforgetyourmission..

Me:Iwon't..

IlookedatAlexwhohadhertearsstreaming..

Me:dontcry...Iwillbehereeveryholiday.

Her:I'mgoingtomissyou..

Me:metoo,anddontforgetwhatIsaid..

Isaidpullingherintoanembrace..

Me:youaretooyoungfor?

Shegiggledabit..

Her:forsex..

Me:good..begood

Ipulledout..

WewereatSirseretseKhamaairportaround

1700hrsthefollowingday,myplanewas10

minutesfromleavingandIwasdoingmylast



goodbyes..Theboyshadcomewithusbut

wentbackbecauseapparentlytheyhate

goodbyesthatmuch.

Alex:sayhitoBandileforme..

Shewhisperedsoftlymakingsurethatmom

doesn'thearit..wegiggled..

Me:Iwill..

Alex:andcallme..

Me:numberonepriority

Mom:ok,Ithinkyoushouldnowgo..I'mgoingto

comeafteraweek..justtoensureyouareok..

Me:ok,Iwillbewaiting..

Mom:Iwillsendyousomemoremoney..incase

youmayneedanything..

Ilaughed..

Me:momIwillbefine..Ihaveenoughmoney..

Mom:no..I'mgoingtosendyoumoremoney..

OhGod..I'msoworried..Acabwillbewaiting



foryouwhenyouland..yourdadhasorganized

that..

Me:youtoldmealready..

Mom:justensuringyoudontforget..Iloveyou

babyok?

Me:Iloveyoutoomom,andAlex..

Mom:okgonow..assoonasyoubuyasimcard

callmeorelseIwillturnthecityblackandblue

Me:Iwill,Ipromise..

Isaidwalkingaway..Ididn'tturn,Iforcedmyself

notto..Iknewmomwascrying,andsowas

I..thatswhyIcouldn'tturn.Ijustcouldn'tgive

hertheexpressionthatI'mnotok..BythetimeI

wassittingintheplanemyfacewaswetwith

tears.Isatbesidesthisotherguywhohadstick

inhisheadphones..Theplanetookoff,andI

knewthiswasit.Ijustclosedmyeyesand

allowedmyselftofeelthemoment.

"Goingtouniversity?"



Avoicesaidmakingmeturn,itwastheguywho

wassittingbesidesme.Imanagedtocracka

smallsmile..

Me:yes..

Him:metoobutthisismylastyear..

Me:first..

Hechuckled..

Him:Ifiguredthatout,thewayyouwerecrying

provedit..

Ichuckled..

Him:sowhatareyougoingtostudy?

Me:law,whatareyoustudying?

Him:mechanicalengineering..BythewayI'm

MJ

Me:I'mKris

Him:sowhichuniversityareyougoingtoKris?

Me:UJ



Him:luckyyoubecauseIalsogothere..it'sa

verygooduniversity..Youjusthavetoknowyou

purposethere..especiallysinceit'syourfirst

year..

Me:yeahIknow..momcouldn'tstoptalking

aboutit..

Him:shesright..somepeopletendtoforgetwhy

theyarethereinthefirstplace..

Me:Iwon't..

Him:good..sowhywereyoucrying?Leaving

yourboyfriend?

Ilaughed..

Me:no,myfriendsandfamily..Myboyfriend

stayshereactually..InJohannesburg

Him:ohw,yeahIcanrelate..Icriedthesecond

weekIfirstcamehere..thefirstweekwasok

butthesecond..

Me:youmissedhome?



Him:yeah..butI'msureyourboyfriendwillbe

there..atleastitwon'tbethatmuchbad..

Me:yeah..Ican'twaittoseehim..eventhoughI

sawhimonMondaybutIjust..missedhim..

Him:youseemtolovehim,Icanjustseehow

youreyeslightupwhenyoustarttalkingabout

him..he'slucky..

Me:I'mtheluckyone..

Afterawhiletheplanewaslanding.Igotoffthe

planestilltalkingwithMJ,heseemedlikeanice

guy..Hehelpedmewithmysuitcases,together

withhisovernightbag.Wewalkedtothe

waitingarea,andthereIsawmynameonsome

printedpaper..Ifigureditwasthetaxiguy..

MJ:yourcab?

Me:yeahIguess..

MJ:Iwouldhavejustgivenyoualift..butitsok

Wegottotheguywhohadmyname..



Guy:KristinMacverdana?

Me:yes..

Guy:MrMacverdanatoldmeIshoulddropyou

byyourflat..

Me:yes

MJ:so..okletmegiveyoumynumber..Maybe

wecanalwayscatchup..

Me:greatidea..butIdonthaveasimcardhere

yet

Him:itsok..letmegiveyoumine,I'msureyou

willgivemearing

Hegavemehisnumber,thenthecabdriver

helpedwithmybagsasMJwentaway.Wegot

outsidetothecab.

Me:Ineedtobuyanewsimcard

Him:Yesmam,Iwilldriveyoutotheshops.

Me:Krisplease..

Him:yesma...yesKris



Ichuckledgettingatthebackseatofthecar.

Momentslaterweweredrivingalongthecity,I

justcouldn'tgetenoughofthecity.Hedroveto

thisothermall..

Him:LetusgoandbuyyoursimcardKrisMam

Ilaughedgettingoffthecar.Heledmetothis

othershopwereIboughtasimcardthenafter

thatweresumedwithourjourney.

Me:arewealmostthere?

Him:yesKrisMam.

Ijustshookmyhead,itwasalreadydarkandthe

trafficlightsweresobrightmakingitpossible

toseeclearly.Iwaswideawakeuntilheparked

atthisflats,theywerelikeabigbuildingwith

flatsIguess.

Me:isthisweremyflatis?

Him:yes,7thflooractually,eachflatisa3

bedroomeach,akitchen,andsittingroomand

onetoilet.



Me:howdoyouknowallthis?

Him:Ihadtodomyresearch,MrMacverdana

paidmetoanswerallyourquestions.Andohh

thereisonebigswimmingpoolthatyouwillbe

sharing

Me:howmanyflatsarehere?

Him:notsurebutalot.

Inodded.

Him:itwilltakeabout2hoursforyoursimcard

toactivatefullytoeveryservice.

Hesaidaswegotoutofthecar.Hewenttothe

bootandtookallmysuitcases.

Me:needhelp?

Him:no,I'mok..

Hedraggedmybagsinside,wegotinthelift

whichledustothe7nthfloor.Heledmetomy

flatuntilwestoppedatsomedoor.Flat34.

Him:andwearehere..



Me:ain'tyougoingtounlockorsomething?

Him:yourroommatehasboththekeys.

Me:ok

Him:callme,incaseyouneedanything..Iwillbe

atyourservice..I'mpaidtodoso,soplease

donthesitate.

Hesaidknockingwithhisotherhandasthe

othergaveabusinesscardwithhisnumber.

AfterawhileIcouldhearmovement'sonthe

door,andIreceivedthebestshockofmylife.

Myheartliterallyjumped,Ievenlostthevoiceto

scream..

Her:surprise!

Me:Leah?

Her:areyoujustgoingtostandthere?

Iwalkedtowardsherandhuggedhersotight,I

justcouldn'tbelieveit..

Me:Ican'tbelieveit..whatareyoudoinghere?



Shouldn'tyoubeinAustralia?

Her:well..IshouldbebutI'mhereandIwillbe

hereforaverylongtimeifyouarehere..

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:I'mwillbeschoolingatUJ..

Shesaidjumpingupanddown.

Me:youarejoking?

Her:deadserious..

Ihuggedheragain..

Me:ohMyGod..thisisthebestsurpriseIhave

evergot..

Her:I'msoexcited..Tooexcitedtostartthis

journeywithyou..Imissedyou

Me:Imissedyoumore..soyourAuntknows?

Her:yeah,evenyourmomanddad..

Me:I'msohappy..Istillcan'tbelieveit..

Ilookedatthecabguywhowasstillstanding



there..

Me:ummhLeahthisisthecabdriverthattook

mefromtheairport..butIdontknowhisname..

Him:I'mJoseph

Me:yeahthisisJosephandJosephthisis

Leah..myfriend..

Him:nicemeetingyouMissLeah

Leah:likewise..Iwasthinkingthattomorrowwe

viewthiscity...

Me:yeah..definatly..whendidyouarrive?

Her:yesterday..Iwasjustwaitingforyou..

Me:I'msohappy

Her:metoo..

Me:howistheflat?

Her:itsbeautiful..Thoughwedonthave

separatebathrooms..

BeforeIcouldtalkJosephclearedhisthroat.I



laughedasIlookedathim

Me:I'mreallysorry..

Him:itsok,thereisonemorethingIshould

showyou..

Me:oh,letmeputthisbagsinside..

Leahhelpedmepushmybagsinsidethen

lockedthedoorandfollowedJoseph.Wewent

downstairstothegarage..Aswegottherehe

ledustoaAudiRs7withRebons.

Joseph:andthisIbelieveitsyoursKrisMam..

Me:what?

Leah:THISISYOURS!

Shescreamedmakingmejoinher

Me:ohJesus..Ican'tbelievethis

Her:wellyoubetter...

Me:weshouldtakeitforaspin..

Her:Iagree..



Joseph:andherearethekeys..

Hesaidgivingmethekeys..

Him:incaseyouwanttoexplorepleasecall

me..Iwillbeatyourservice..

Me:ok

Him:andmyworkhereisdone..Havegood

evening

Hesaidwalkingout..MeandLeahrippedthe

ribbonsoffthecar,buttherewasacard.Itookit

andreadit.

"FrommomandDad

Sinceyouhavegrownupintoawonderful

younglady,thiscarisforyou,forthesuccess

youhavebeenachievingsincebirth.BeingKris

meansalotandallhopeisgivenuntoyouto

discoverwhoKrisis..

Withlove

MomandDad"



LeahandIthenwentintothecarafterreading

thewonderfulmessage.Istartedthecarand

reversedoutofthegarage,outtothegatethen

wewereinthestreet.Thecarwasjust

smooth..andIlovedit..

Leah:thisistherealdeal

Me:Ican'tagreemore..letmedrivebackbefore

wegetlost.

Idrovethecarbackintothegarage,lockedthen

wewentbacktoourflat.IputonthenewSim

cardonmyphonebeforeLeahhelpedmemove

mythingstomyroomandpackthennicely.

After2hoursorsomyroomwasperfectly

madeandmysimcardwasactivated.Thefirst

personIcalledwasNdilewithmynewnumber.

Hedidn'tanswerthefirsttimebutthesecond

heanswered.

Him:yeah?

Iclearedmythroatabit..



Me:IsthisBandileThulani?

Him:andwho..-

Hestoppedalongwayandchuckledmakingme

tolaugh..

Him:andwhoisthis?

Me:thisis..ummhyourlunaticgirlfriendwants

tospeakwithyou..

Him:ohw,wellandsodoI..

Igiggled

Me:shouldIgiveherthephone

Him:ohwwithpleasureMrsThulani

Igiggledmoreasmyfaceturnedred..

Me:I'msettled..

Him:whereareyoustaying?

Me:Idontknow..

Hechuckledagain..

Him:ok..sohowareyoufindingJohannesburg?



Me:prettyawesome

Him:youhaven'tseennon..I'myetgoingto

showyou..

Me:I'msure..whenamIgoingtoseeyou?

Him:howabouttoday?

Me:butyoudon'tknowwhereIstay..

Him:Iwon'tbetoosureifIwereyou,butI'm

havingabraaiwithmyfriends..Ithinkitsa

goodideayoucome..

Me:itslate

Him:itsjustaround2000hrs..please..

Me:Ihaveafriend,Leah

Him:fromstates?

Me:yes,iwasassurprised..

Him:bothofyoucanstillcome

Me:ummhok

Him:yeahplusthiswillsaveyoutheworkof



cooking..

Me:yeah..

Him:plusImissyou..

Me:Imissyoutoo

Him:ok,Iwillbetherein20minutes..

Me:ummho-kay

Him:yeahIloveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hethenhungup,Leahhadhereyesonme..

Her:wearegoingsomewhere?

Me:seemslikeit..Bandilesayshe'shavinga

braaiwithhisfriends..

Her:ok..shouldwechange?

Ilookedatmyself,iwasstillinmyjeansandT-

shirtIcamewearing..

Me:Idontknow,butIshouldprobablytakea

shower..



Leah:metoobutstart

Iwalkedtothebathroom,tookaquickwarm

soothingshower.Afterbathing,Leahalsogotin

tobath.Ichangedintoaskinjean,atopwitha

basketballjacketwithconverse.Afterawhile

LeahgotoutwearingaMidthighblack

dress,withsomesandalsandaleatherjacket..

Her:wegood?

Me:yeah..

WesatdownandstartedwatchingTv.We

heardaknockataround2050hrs.

Me:mustbehim

Isaidstandingup,openingthedoortherehe

was,lookinghotasalways.InvoluntaryIsmiled..

Him:I'msorryI'mlate?

Ichuckled..

Me:youareforgiven..

Him:Iwashoppingyousaythat..



Iblushedashetookastepclosertome..

Him:youlookbeautiful

Me:thanks..

Him:andImissedyou

Hesaidtakinganotherstep,andputtinghis

handsmywaistpullingmeclosertohiminthe

process,mybreathinghitchedasIfelthis

musclesagainstmybodymakingmeshiver..

Him:youaresoshort..

Ifrowned..

Him:andit'scute..

Iburiedmyfaceonhischest.Hehuggedme

tightlyasIinhaledhisintoxicatingCologne.

Me:Imissedyoutoo..

Him:wellyouareherenow,whoknowswhatwe

cando..wecandowonders..

Igiggled..



Me:wannacomein?

Isaidraisingmyheadtoseehim

Him:yeah..

Hegotinafterme..Leahstoodupasshesaw

us..

Him:notbad

Me:yeah..ummhLeahthisismyboyfriend

Bandile,babethisismyfriendLeah..

Leah:itsnicetomeetyou,Ihaveheardalot

aboutyou

Bandile:badthings?

Leah:goodobviously

Bandile:good..ummhyouguysready?

Me:yeah..

Bandile:let'sgo

Wewalkedoutbehindhim,andLeahlockedthe

door.Wewenttothegarageandheledustoa



MercedesAMGC635.

Me:Wow!

Him:let'sgetin

Hesaidopeningthefrontseatforme.Igotin

whileLeahgotinthebackseat.AsBandilewas

goingtohisseatLeahstartedwhispering..

Her:jeez,Ialmostpeedonmypants..helooks

mean

Ilaughedashegotinthecar..Hestartedthe

carandreversedout,hedrovestraighttothe

househeoncetookmebutonlythistimeI

couldn'tseeitquitewellasitwasdark.Hegot

insidetheyard,andIgotseepeople,they

weren'talotthough.Icouldseethebrasistand

andabitoffire..

Him:andwearehere

Me:ok

Wegotoffthecar,andheledustohisfriends,

asweweregettingcloserIcouldeasilyidentify



Seth.Finallywegottothemandtheyalllooked

atusmakingmeabutscared.

Bandile:andthisisher,mywomanwithher

friendLeah..

Seth:Istillcan'tbelievethisishappening..

"Metoo"anotherguysaid..helookedabit

familiar,IjustwonderwereIsawhim..

Bandile:wellitisummhbabeandLeahthisis

QuincyovertherebutwecallhimQ,thats

Senzeni,Max,Seth,KagisobutwecallhimKG

andlastlywehaveThoriso.

Max:andagainIsayit,She'swayoutofyour

league..Sohot!

KG:Iagree..she'sfreakinghot..

Q:eventhefriend..

ThisQguycametowardsusandstraightto

Leahwholookedatmewiththe"dosomething"

eyes.



Q:hi,I'mQuincyZendileyouare?

Leah:LeahMelah

QkissedLeah'shand,Leahseemedtohave

relaxedabit.

Bandile:ummhthegirlsareinsidethere...justKG

andSeth'sgirlfriends,thentheotheroneshes

Senzeni'sfriendorsohesaysandanothergirl

whoisKG'sgirlfriendfriend..

Theguysburstintolaughter..

Me:meandLeah..wewillgoinside..

WewalkedtothehouseafterBandilekissedmy

forehead.Gettinginsidewewenttothekitchen

werewecouldhearlaughterwascomingfrom.

Gettingthere,therewerebiggirls..Idontknowif

itsbecauseI'mshortorwhatbuttheylooked

big.Ifeltinstantlyuncomfortable..Oneofthem

turned..

Her:ohhi..

Leah:hey



Theyallturned..

Her:ummhI'mKarabo,andthisisThatoand

ThabisobutwecallherThabiandlastlythisis

Lesedi..whoareyouguys?

Leah:I'mLeah,thisKristinbutwecallherKris..

Thabi:she'sthefamousKris?

Karabo:seemslikeit..shespretty..

Thato:yeah

Lesedi:butshesakid

Karabo:shesjustshort..youguysfeelfree..

Thabi:feelfree?ThisispracticallyKris's

kitchen..shestheonewhohastotellustofeel

free..

Wealllaughed...

Lesedi:sohowoldareyouKris?

Me:18goingto19

Lesedi:andtherewehaveit..



Thank:aiiLesediMan!anywaywewerejust

makingsomesaladsanddeserts..

Leah:ohw,wanthelp?

Karabo:I'msurewecanalluseahand..

Westartedhelpingthemout..Everyoneof

themwasjustok..wellLesediseemedtohave

anattitude,butnottheIhateyoutypeof

attitude..Itseemedlikeshewaslikethatwith

everyone..Aftermakingalltheextrafoodswe

wentoutsideweretheguyswere..

Bandile:and?

Hewhisperedtomepullingmeclosertohim..

Me:theyareok..butbig..biggerthanme

Him:itsjusttheheight..theyarenotthatbig

Me:tryingtomakemefeelbetter?

Him:juststatingthefacts

Hesaidpullingmeinforakiss,adeepkissthat

gotmewet..Westoppedasweheardsome



fewcomplainsfollowedbylaughter..Aswe

werestillthere,someRangeroverdrovein,a

brownrangerover,itwassobeautiful.

Everybody'sattentionwasfixedonthecarbut

thepersonwastakinglong.Isuspecteditwas

oneofBandilesfriends.

Me:ummhbabeletmegocallmyMom..justto

letherknowI'msafe..

Bandile:ok,callifyouneedanything

Me:ok

Igotoutofhisembraceleavingthepersonstill

inthecar.Iwenttohissittingroomand

punchedmom'snumber.Itrangforawhile

beforebeinganswered..

Her:Thompsonspeakinghello?

Me:mom

Her:Krisbaby,arrivedwell?Ihavebeenwaiting

foryourcall...

Me:I'msorrywassettlingin..



Her:itsok,howisit?

Me:stillok..thankyouforthecar...andLeah,why

didn'tyoutellme?

Her:itwasmearnttobeasurprise,butareyou

happy?

Me:morethananything..Iwillcallyoutomorrow

ok?

Her:ok,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

ThenIhungup,Iwalkedoutsmilingbutmy

smileseizedasIsawBandilesarmswrapped

aroundsomegirl,almostastallasheisbutwith

theheelslookedhisheight,hadtheperfect

body,bugassandwasbeautiful..Shewasjust

flawless..Theywerehugging,Itookadeep

breathbeforewalkinguptothem.Istoodthere

withThabi,shestheonlyonewhowasaloneas

theresthadallocatedthemselvesincouples,

evenLeah,shewaswithQ.Theypulledapart



afterawhile.

Thabi:andthatsNicky,orNicole

Me:ohw..

Thank:yeah..

ShestartedtalkingaboutsomethingbutI

wasn'tlisteningtoher,myeyeswereonBandile

andthisNickygirl..

Me:who'sshetohim?

Ifinallyasked..

Thank:exfiancé,thingswereseriousbetween

them..

Sothisisher,Ijustnoddedtryingtodealaway

withthepainIwasstartingtofeel."whatareyou

doing?Itsnotlikehe'scheating"my

subconsciousscreamedatme.."somuchfor

trust"myinnerselfscreamed..Itookadeep

breath,afterallhe'snotcheating..Moments

latershewastalkingtoQandSenzeni,thenoff

shewenttohercaranddroveaway.Theway



shewalksdrewattentionfromallAngles,

somethingIcouldn'tevendoinmydream..I

chuckledabit.Bandileseyessearchedaround

untiltheystuckonmine,Iletminefallaftera

while..

Thabu:thewayhelooksatyou,heneverlooked

atanyonelikethat..evenNicky..

Me:shespretty

Thabi:what?youareprettierandsexier..

Ilaughed..

Me:stoptryingtomakemefeelbetter..

Her:what?itsthetruth..youaresmokinghotand

socute..youarehotterthanNicky..anywaywant

icecream?

Me:no,I'mgood

Her:youhaven'teatenanything..

Me:I'mnothungry..

Shewalkedawaytotallyignoringme,aftera



whileshewaswithBandile.Ididn'tpaymuch

attentiontothem..Ijustwalkedtohispooland

satdown..whatonearthwashisExfiancée

doinghere?

Whywasheevenhuggingher?"youhugged

Venus"mysubconsciousagain

screamed.ok..maybefairbut...but..mymind

camebacktoearthwhenIfelthandssneaking

onmywaist...Ilookedbesidesmeanditwas

Bandile..

Him:Idon'tknowwhatyouarethinking,but

pleasewhileyouarestillatitdontforgetIlove

you,IhaveneverlovedanyonelikeIlove

you,whilstyoustillatitdontforgetihavefallen

deepforyou,morethanIeverimagined..know

thatIloveyoubeyondanythingonearth..know

youaremylife,mysmileeverymorning..Dont

forgetthat,knowthatI'mwillingtodieforyou..I

loveyousomuchKristin

Me:Iloveyoutoo..



Him:nowpleaseeat...Idontwantyoustarving,

ever..

Ichuckledtakingthefoodhewasholding..

Him:Ididn'tinviteher

Me:ok..

Him:eat

Iateabit,forcingfoodthrough.

Him:that'sallyouaregoingtoeat?

Me:I'mreallynothungry..

Hetooktheplarmteandplaceditasideashe

mademelaymyheadonhisshoulderandsand

softly.

"Heartbeatsfast

Colorsandpromises

Howtobebrave?

HowcanIlovewhenI'mafraidtofall?

Butwatchingyoustandalone,



Allofmydoubtsuddenlygoesawaysomehow.

Onestepcloser

Ihavediedeverydaywaitingforyou

Darling,don'tbeafraidIhavelovedyou

Forathousandyears

I'llloveyouforathousandmore

Timestandsstill

Beautyinallsheis

Iwillbebrave

Iwillnotletanythingtakeaway

What'sstandinginfrontofme

Everybreath

Everyhourhascometothis

Onestepcloser

Ihavediedeverydaywaitingforyou

Darling,don'tbeafraidIhavelovedyou



Forathousandyears

I'llloveyouforathousandmore"

AfterawhileIwasquite,listeningtothewind

asitblewrightpastus..

Him:neverknewyouwereagoodsinger..

Me:neverkneweither...

Hechuckled,

Him:wannasleep?

Me:yeah..I'mexhausted..

Hestoodupthenpickedmeup,Iwasgiggling

allthewayaswewalked,orashewalkedback

withmeinhisarms..

Wegottocrowd..

Bandile:wifeyistired...shewantstosleep

Thabi:ifIwasyou,Iwouldwifeher

immediately,shesforkeeps..

Igiggledsoftly



Bandile:thatstheplan

Momentslatereveryonewasleaving..Bandile

putmedownashewalkedhisfriendsout

togetherwiththeirgirls..MeandThabi

exchangednumbers.MeandLeahputtherest

oftheplatesinsidethehouse,washedthem

withthedishwashermachine.Itwasfastusing

amachine...Bandilewalkedinafterawhile..

Him:youguysshouldn'thave,there'sacleaner

butanywaycome

Hwledusupstairs,westoppedatthisother

room..

Him:ummhLeahyouwillsleephere

Her:ok,thankyou

Him:cool..

Wewalkedagaintothisotherroom,sobigand

beautiful,andeverythingtoowaswhite...he's

Colognefilledtheroom..

Him:andthisisourroom



Me:itsbeautiful..

HetookoffhisT-shirt,thisniggahereisfineas

hell.

Him:wannashowerwithme?

Igiggledshyly..

Me:whynot?

Hegotuptomeandpickedmeupmakingme

wrapmylegsonHiswaist,hekissedmeashe

ledmetothebathroomwithclothesflying

down.

.

.
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Icouldfeelbrightlightpiecingthroughmy

skin,verystrongbrightlightthatawokenme

frommyveryrelaxedsleep.Islowlyopenedmy

eyesandIgotwelcomedbythebrightlight.I

blinkedacoupleoftimessomyeyesadapt,a

smilequicklyappearedonmyfacebutslowly

fadedwhenIlookedbesidesmeandIrealizedit

wasonlymeandthebrightlightaloneinthe

room.Hewasn'tnexttomeandihatedit.Last

nightwasperfect,asalways,thewayhe

touchedmeandmadelovetomewasjust

perfect.Igotupfromthebed,pickeduphis

Tshirtthatwasonthefloorbutonlymanaged

tocovermybuttabitandwenttothe

bathroom.Ianalyzedmyselfonthemirror,Ihad

afewhickeysonmyneckdowntomybreast

butitwasn'tthatmuch.Itookhistoothbrush



andbrushedmyteeth.AfterawhileIwalked

outofthebathroomthenwentdownstairs.I

leanedonthekitchendoorasIwatchedhim

cookandtalkoverthephone.Thewayhewas

justdoingitwasextrasexy.

Him:yes..no,let'sdoitthewaywealwaysdoit,I

can'triskanythingbecauseforallIknowit

mightallgowrong..Iknow,thatswhyI'mgoing

tosomebusinesseventstandinginformy

companytoatleastdrawlessattentionon..-

Hestoppedtalkingturningtome,hesmiledand

Icouldn'thelpitbuttosmileback,hiseyesheld

menotlettingmegoleavingacoldwavevisit

myskinmakingmeshiver.

Him:Iwillcallyoulaterbutmakesurethe

Jamaicadealgoeswell..



Thenhehungupwalkingtowardsme,leaving

whateverthathewascookingalone.Hishands

wentdowntomyhipsbringingmeclosertohim.

Him:IreallythinkthatT-shirtsuitsyoubest...

Me:Ireallythinknexttimeyoustayinbedwith

me,youarealwaysnottherewhenIwakeup..

Him:yourwishismycommand,howwasyour

sleep?

Me:perfect..

Him:really?



Inoddedyes..

Hebroughthislipstominegentlyforcinghis

toungebetweenmylips,histoungetentatively

massagedmineuntilthetoungesweremoving

intoasimilarmotion.Igroanedagainsthis

lips,pullinghimmuchcloserbyhisT-shirt,

togethergrippingonittoavoidmyselffrom

fallingasHiskissbroughtweaknesstomy

knees.Heslightlymovedtheothersideaiming

foramuchdeeperkissandIfollowedhislead

alreadyfeelingwet,hishandtravelleddown

undermyT-shirtIwaswearingandstraightto

bareass.Hegroanedbitingmylowerlipsoftly

makinganinvoluntarymoarntoescapemylips

beforepullingoutbuthishandsstillremained

onmyass.HelookedatmeasIcaughtmy

breath.

Him:whatawaytostartawonderfulmorning..



Igiggledonhischest..

Him:andthereasonwhyyouain'twearingyour

panties?doyouknowIcanlayyouonthefloor

rightnow?

Me:Iwouldn'tmind...butsomethingisburning..

Isaidsniffingaroundtheairaroundme.

Him:shit!

Hesaidreleasingmethengoingbacktohis

alreadyburningpot.Heimmediatelytookthe

potandplacedinthesink..



Him:wellthatwasthebreakfast..

Me:nexttimeright?

Him:yeah..butthereis...instantporridgeifyou

wantorwecanalwayscooktogether..

Hesaidwalkingtowardsmeagain..

Me:thatwouldn'tbesobad,butIneedtogo

bath..

Him:metoo,let'sgo

Hesaidpushingmetohisroombymywaist..

Him:weshouldputyouonsomecontraception



methodbabe..

Me:yeah,Idon'twanttofallpregnantand

yesterdayyoudidn'tuseacondom

Him:Iwillgetyouamorningafter,doyour

researchonwhichcontraceptiontousethenwe

willdoitbutIhatecondom..sopleasedont

makemeuseit,especiallywithyou..

Hesaidaswesteppedinhisroom..

Me:why?

Him:youaremine,whyshouldIuseprotection

likeI'mjustsomeotherdude?



Me:ok..

Wetookaquickshower,notthatitwas

innocentbutnothingextremelyhappened.After

bathingIworemypreviousclothes,whilehe

woresomebluetrackpants,abluejacketwith

whitesneakers.Iwasseatingbythebed

watchinghimdressupasIwasalreadydone.

He'seyesmetmineashewascombinghis

mohok.HekepthisStarruntilIletmyeyesfall

tomylap.

Him:whatareyourplansfortheday?

Me:takealookatthecitywithmynewcar..

Him:newcar?



Me:myparentsboughtmeacar..Rs7

Him:that'snice..orientation?

Me:Wednesday

Him:ok..let'sgo

Hesaidhelpingmestand.Gettingdownstairs

wefoundLeahsittingbythekitchenstoolbusy

onherphonesmilingashell.

Me:morning..

Sheturnedandlookedatus..

Her:morning..



Bandilesphonestartedringing..

Him:yougirlswillhavetoexcuseme..

Hesaidwalkingawaywithhisphone..

Leah:youlookhappy..

Me:youarethehappyone,whogotyousmiling

likethat?

Shegiggledshyly..

Her:soQ..



Me:Q?..ohw,thatguyyouwerewithyesterday..

Her:yeah..Ilikehim..

Me:I'mhappyforyou..

Her:yeah..buthesmells"Fuckboy"incapital

letters..IfeellikeattheendofitallIwillbe

hurt..

Me:maybesetitouttohimthatyouwant

seriousthings..

Her:yeah..butanywaywhowasthatgirl

yesterday?

Me:BandilesExfiancee..



Isaidwalkingtothefridgeopeningit..

Her:what?

Ishruggedmyshouldersrefusingtoeventhink

aboutit..

Her:wow!

Me:yeah

Momentslaterwehadstartedpreparing

breakfast,Bandilewasstillnotback.Therewas

aknockonthedoor.Leahlookedatme..

Me:what?



Her:thedoor..

Ilookedatherthenfinallywenttothedoor.

OpeningthedoorIsawsomewoman,shorthair,

abittallandhadthechocolatebrown

complexionbutstilllookedbeautiful.She

lookedlikesomeoneinhermid30's.

Me:morning

Her:goodmorning

Me:howcanIhelpyou?

BeforeshecouldanswerBandilecameholding

mefrombehindbymywaistpullingmeaside.



Him:ummhbabethisMma'Nyaradzo

Her:justcallmeMma'Nyara

Him:yeahandMma'nyarathisismy

wife,Kris..babeshesthecleaner..

Me:it'snicetomeetyouMma'Nyara

Her:likewise..

Shegotinsidethehouse..

Him:let'sgoeatsoIdropyouguysatyourflat..



Me:iswhereIstayfarfromuniversity?

Him:no..only28or29kmIguess..

Me:ok..Iwannapassbythere..

Him:areyousureyouwon'tgetlost?

Me:ifIdoIwillcallyou..

Him:okandpleasebecareful..

Me:yeah..

WewentbacktothekitchenandLeahwas

alreadydonecooking.Wesatdownand

ate,aftereatingBandiledroveusbacktotheflat



butofcausewepassedbyapharmacyashe

boughtmemorningafterandIdrankthem..He

parkedinthegarageandLeahgotoffthecaras

soonasweparked.

Him:youwanttocomeovertonight?

Ishookmyheadno,heraisedhiseyebrow..

Me:Ican'tleaveLeahalone..andIcan'tcome

withhermakingheranextrawheel..Idontwant

tomakeheruncomfortable..

Him:ok,Iwillseeyoutomorrowthen..

Me:ok..



Him:letmewalkyou..

Wegotoutofthecarthenwalkedtothelift.

Themomentwegotinsidethelifthecornered

meintheliftpressinghislipshardagainst

mine,withourtoungescoaxingeachother

makingmelosemybreath...

.
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.

Her:sowhatnow?

Me:theplanisgoingwell



Her:Idontthinkhe'sinterested..

Me:itsnotlikehe'snotinterested,hedoesn't

wanttobeinterested..Justunleashhislong

feelingsfor,helovesyouandyouknowit..

Her:Idontwanttocomplicatemylifeandhis

again..hedoesn'tlookatmethewayheused

to..he'seyesarecoldasalways..

Me:justkeeptrying..Youknowyoulove

him..thiscouldbeyourchance..lookIbettergo..

IsaidhangingupandlookingatMikewho

walkedin..

Him:stillonit?



Me:itsforthebest..

Him:bestforwho?

Me:everyone..Especiallyher..itsthebestfor

her..shedoesn'tknowwhatshe'sfacing..

Him:andyouthinkingthisisthewaytogoon

aboutit?Youmightwin,butyouaregoingto

losesomeoneveryimportanttoyouandallfor

whatexactly?AndasfarasI'mconcernedyou

andBandilearethesame..

Me:I'mnothinglikehim..andTaylorisontopof

it..

Him:youaregoingtoloseyoursisterbecause



unfortunatelyforyousheseemstolovehim

andifshestochoseIwon'tbesurprisedifshe

chooseshim.

.
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SlowlyandcarefullyIdrovethecarinthe

cave,thenwewereinthestreetwereIcould

possiblyseetheflats.

Leah:thatswasnice

Me:yeah..



Isaidaswewerenowdrivinginsidethegarage

backfromourexplorethecitymission.Wegot

offthecarassoonasweparked.

Leah:thiscaristherealbaby!

Me:Iknow..andIjustloveit..

Leah:metoo,anywayQsaidhewantstogoout

onadate..

Shesaidherfacebeamingwithunhiddenjoy.

Me:and?

Her:Isaidyes,I'mjustgoingtoputitoutstraight



thatIwantseriousthingsnotjustsome

fucking..AfterBrandonIcan'tbemakingthe

samemistake

Me:Iagreewithyou..

Wewerenowwalkingoutoftheliftwhenwe

passedsomegirl..

Her:hi

Me:hey

Her:ummhI'mLebogang

Me:I'mKris



Leah:Leah

Her:Istayinflatnumber35

Me:ohwweneighbours..

Her:yeah..ummhifyouguyseverwanttohang

outjustshout

Leah:thatwillbefun

Her:yeah..ummhseeyouaround

Me:yeah

Her:bye



Me:byeLebo

Shegiggledwalkingaway..

Leah:didyouseethat?

Me:seewhat?

Her:shehadbruises..

Me:bruises?

Her:yes..sheperfectlyhiditwithmakeup

Me:Ididn'tseeanything..



Her:yeah..youwouldn'tifyouhaven'tbeenin

thatsituation..

Me:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Her:nothing,let'sgo..

Me:wait,Leah!

Her:Ioncesawitinamovie..

Me:ohw,wellIdidn'tseeanything..

Her:yeah..



Shesaidalreadygettinginsidethehouse.She

immediatelywenttotheshower.Therestofthe

dayLeahseemedabitdistantandIguessLebo

reallygottohereventhoughIdidn'tsee

anythingbutmaybeshewasright.Maybeshe's

beingabusedbutyoucanneverknow..

Her:howdoIlook?

Me:beautiful..

Shewasinamermaidhighslitdressandsome

hills.Sheheldherlongdarkhairintoameasy

bunwithsomehairslidingdownherfaceneatly

completingherbeauty.

Me:youlookbreathtaking..



Her:thanks..

Herphonevibrated..

Her:itshim

Shesaidtakingit..

Me:he'shere?

Her:yeah

Me:howdid-Ndile!

Her:yeah..ummhIwillseeyoulater..Butdont

besosure..



Shesaidasshewinkedwalkingout.Iwalked

withhertothelift.

Me:havefun..

Her:Iaimto..

Iwalkedbacktotheflatandlockedmyselfin

justwatchingsomemovies.Afterawhileof

boredomitwasgettinglatesoIdecidedto

cookbutthenattheendjustmadesandwich

withorangejuice.Bandiledidn'tcallthewhole

dayandsomehowitstingsobeforeIgotahead

ofmyselfIjustdecidedtocallhim.Hepicked

upafterawhile..

Him:yes?



Hesaidfirmlylikehewasbeingdisturbed..I

keptquiteashecaughtmeoffguard

Him:fuckentalk!

QuicklyIhungupwiththebeatingofmyheart.

Thiswasafirst,Iputmyphonedownandwent

torunmyselfalongbath,Ijustneededit.Isatin

warmsmoothingwaterfor30minutesorso.

AfterbathingIchangedintomyPJ'sthen

startedpreparingforsomesleepsinceLeah

wasstillnotbackandshehadn'tcalledor

textedoranythingandforsomereasonIjust

wantedtoclosemyeyesandpushawayany

thoughts.

AsIwasalreadyopeningtheblanketsIhearda

knock.Myheartstoppedbeatingmomentarily,



asitwaslatearound2000hrs.Istoodstilland

knockrepeatedagainaccompaniedwitha

femalevoice.MyheartsettledabitasIwalked

overtothedoor.Islowlyopenedanditwas

somegirlwithaguy.

Girl:hi

Me:hello

Girl:ummhyouarethenewgirl?

Me:yeah

Girl:I'mLisaandthisismyfriendSthembiso,we

willbeholdingapartytomorroweveningplease

makesuretocomeand..-



IthensawLebowalkingfromtheliftholding

someshoppingbags,Lisawalkedtoherleaving

mewiththeSthembisoguy.

Him:ummhasLisawassaying,wewillbe

hostingapartytomorrow,Dresscordisblack

andred,there'sentryfeeand-

Theliftopenedagainandthistimearound

Bandilewalkedoutandcanestraighttous.

Bandile:whatmeetingisthis?

Sthembiso:ummhIwasjustexplainingtoher

thepartythatwe-

Bandile:doesshelooklikeahookerordrunkard?

Oryoursister?



Sthembiso:I'mreallysorryifi-

Bandile:iwouldbeifIwereyou..dontmess

me,youdontknowme..

Bandilesaidwalkinginsidethehouseand

quicklyIfollowed,hedidn'tlookhappynor

sad,justnumbandsomehowapartofmefelt

scared,isitme?Whatdidido?Holdingalotof

hesitationijusthuggedhimandafterawhile

hewasholdingmetightly.Hepulledoutaftera

whileandlookedatme..Hiseyesburning.AsI

lookedathimIcouldfeelsomethingwaswrong,

somethingwasbotheringhim.

Him:I'msorry..Ididn'tnoticethenumberwas

yours



Ijustnodded..

Him:doyouknowwhatIwanttodorightnow?

Ijustlookedathim,andheheldhisgazeonme

makingmevulnerable.Intheblinkofaneyehis

lipswereonmine,rippingmyclothesofme,he

caughtmebysurpriseandhiskissdeepenbutI

followedbehindhimasheled.Bythetimehe

threwmybodyonthebedIwascompletely

naked,thewayhewaslookingatmetodaywas

different,hiseyeswerefilledwithlustand

desire,helookedatmelikeIwassomepieceof

meetandhejustcouldn'twaittopleasehimself.

Hecameontopofmeandkissedagain,hardas

hishandscaressedmybodyroughlyandright

thereIknewIwasinforsomeroughhard

sex,notlovemaking,somehardfuck!



*********************

WakingupinthemorningIfelthishand

strokingmybarebacksoftly,myheadwas

perfectlylayedonhischest.Istayedstilljust

listeningtohisheartbeatandhewasstill

strokingmyback.Imovedalittleandhishand

stoppedforawhilethencontinued..

Him:someoneisawake..

Me:hey

Him:yourbodyiswarm..

Me:soisyours..



Him:howareyoufeeling?

Himaskingmethatmademymindtogoback

tolastnight'sevents,hisintenseroughness..It

waspainfulatfirstbutmybodyadjustedthatat

theendIwasenjoyingitashewentdeeperand

harderthatatsomepointIcouldn'tfeelhim

insideofme..

Me:I'msore

Him:letmerunyouabath..

Hesaidgettingoutofbed,hewasinhisboxers.

HewalkedoutofmyroomandafterawhileI

heardwaterrunning..Hecamebackaftera

whileandscoopedmeinhisarmsandwalked

withmetothebathroom,thewayheheldmeI

feltlikealittledryleafwithnoparticularweight.



Heplacedmynakedbodygentlyinthe

water,coldwatertobeexactthatIjumpeda

little.

Me:cold?

Him:yes,accordingtomyresearchcoldwater

withenoughsaltsissupposedtodothetrick

nowsitdown.

Hemademesitdownandthemomentmyvjay

gotI'mcontactwithwateritstingabit.Isat

downandhestillhadhiseyesonme.

Him:letmebathyou

Ichuckled..



Me:what?

Him:youheardme,I'mnowgoingtobathyou..

Hetookthebathingspongeandappliedsoapto

it,afterthathestartedwashingmesoftly..

Him:I'mreallysorryaboutyesterday,Ipromiseit

won'teverhappenagain

Hesaidlookingatme..

Me:itsok,what'swrong?

Him:Enhlewasarrested..

Me:what?why?



Him:forassaultingsomeonethenafterthat

burnedtheperson'scar..

Me:Wow!Soyourmom?

Him:shedoesn'tknow,Idontwanttostressher

withEnhlesshit..Iwillsortitout..shekeepson

stressingmelikeIdon'thavealife!

Icouldtellhewasangry,somemomentslaterI

felthishandonmypussythatImovedbacka

littlegiggling..

Him:washingyoumeansIwasheverything..

Hesaidtouchingmeagain,butthistimerubbing

mesoftly..



Me:that'snotwashing..

Him:thisismywayofWashingandapologizing

forwhatmeandBandilejuniordowntheredid

lastnight..

Ilaughedandclosedmyeyesandjustfeltthe

sensationhimrubbingmegaveme.Ibitmy

lowerlipasIfeltawaveofstimulationbuildup

andIstartedmovingmywaistaroundhis

movements.AfterawhileIwasbreathinghard

tryingtocatchmybreathashejustlookedat

mesmiling..

Him:Ithinkyouaredonebathingnow..

Hesaidtakingatowel..Istoodupandhe



wrappedthetowelaroundmybodythenpicked

meoutofthebathtubandstraightbacktomy

room..Heplacedmedown..

Me:isLeahhere?

Him:Idontknow,Iwant..-..canyoupleasecome

withmetoCapetown?

Me:Capetown..Ihaven'tbeenthere..ummh

ok..howmuchtimearewespendingthere?

Him:youaresayingok,Iwillcomewithyou?

Me:yeah..

Him:great,wewillcomebacktomorrow



becauseweareleavingtoday..Ineedtobail

Enhleout..

Me:ok..

Iwentovertomyclosetandbrowsedthrough

myclothes.AfterawhileIwasdressedina

blueJeanjumpsuit,thatexposedsomepartsof

mybackandIhadfoldedtheendsabit,Ialso

worebluechuckTaylor'sandfinisheditoffwith

abluecap.

Him:done?

Me:yeah..

Itookmyovernightbagandputmynightdress

andclothesIwouldweartomorrow.Bandile



tookitandwalkedout,leavingmetakingmy

phoneandheadphones.Itookmyphoneto

checkanymessagesbuttherewasnothing..I

dialedhernumberandcalleditbutitjustrang

withnoansweruntilitledmetovoicemail.I

triedtwiceanditjustkeptonringingwithno

answerandIwasstartingtogetworried.I

walkedoutofmyroomtohersbutshewasn't

there,thebedwasperfectlymadelikenobody

sleptthere.Iwalkedtothesittingroomstill

tryinghernumberthatwasjustringing..Bandile

placedhisphoneinhispocketassoonashe

sawme.

Him:ready?

Me:LeahwentonadatewithQ,yourfriendand

shewassupposedtocomebackyesterday..



Him:I'msureQuincyhasher,don'tworry..Iwill

callhim..

Me:ok..

WewalkedtothedoorandopeningitLeahand

Qstoodinfrontofus,Itookasuchofrelief..

Leah:hey..

Shewasn'tinherlastnight'sclothesanymore,I

hugged..

Her:I'msorryIdidn'tcallortext..

Me:Ihadbeentryingtocallyou..



Her:yeah..sowhereto?

Me:Capetown,Iwillbebacktomorrow.

Her:ok..

ShelookedatBandilethenme,Ilaughed..

Me:lookcallmeifanythingiswrongok?

Leah:okhavefun..

Me:ok

IwalkedoutwithBandilethewewent

downstairstohiscar..



Him:nicecaryouhaveoverthere..

Hesaidlookingatmycar..

Me:yeah..

Wegotinhiscarandhedroveout,before

gettinghomehestoppedbysomemall,hegot

outalonethencamebackafter10minutes..He

hadabottleofstillwaterandsomepills..

Itookthemfromhim..

Him:yourmorningafter..didyouresearch

something?



Me:notyet,Iwillvisitahospitalwhenwecome

back..

Him:ok

Idrankthepills,thelastthingIwantedwasto

haveababywhilstIamababymyself..

Afterthathedrovestraighttohishousebut

gettinginside,IsawMma'Nyarainsidecleaning

already..

Bandile:morning

Her:morningBandile

Bandile:I'mgoingtotakeaquikshowerthenwe



leave..

Hepeckedmylipsbeforerushingupstairs..

Me:GoodmorningMma'Nyara

Isaidwalkingtothekitchenwereshewas..

Her:GoodmorningMadam

Ilaughed..

Me:God!mmaI'moldenoughtobeyour

daughter..PleasejustcallKris

Shechuckled..



Her:I'msorry..

Me:itsok..needhelp?

Her:no,I'mok..

Me:ok,ummhIwillhelpyoucookbreakfastas

youclean..I'mnottakingnoforananswer..

Isaidwalkingtothefridgeandtakingoutsome

eggs..

Her:Thankyou

Me:itsok..



Istartedcookingbreakfast..

Me:sodoyouhaveachild?

Her:yes,Ihave2kids,theotheroneisdoingher

thirdyearinuniversityatChina,Nyaradzo,and

thenaboywhoseinform6backinZimbabwe..

Me:ohthatsbeautiful

Her:yes,howoldareyou?

Me:18goingto19thisyear..

Her:ok..

Iplacedthebreakfastonthetable..Bandilewas



stillupstairs..

Me:let'seat,I'mhungry..Bandilewillcatchus..

Her:ohno..i..-

Me:youdon'teathere?

Her:no,Ieatbutnotwithmyboss

Me:why?Bandiledoesn'tletyou?

Her:no,Ijustdon'tcomfortable..

Me:Mmapleasesitdownandeat..



Thenweheardaknockonthedoor,Istoodup..

Me:Iwillgetit,whileyousitandeat..

IwalkedtothedoorandsurprisinglythePolice

wasstandingatthedoorstepaccompanied

with2bigdogsthatlookedangry.Myheart

stoppedbeatingforamoment,IsBandilein

trouble?

Itwasaladyinclothesand2policeofficersin

uniform.Shereallylookedlikeshekicksass.

Her:Goodmorning

Me:morning,howcanIhelp?



Her:IsBandileThulaniin?

BeforeIcoukdanswerIheardNdile'svoice

insidethehouse,thenafterawhilefootsteps

comingtowardsme..

Bandile:babewho..-

Hestoppedwhenhesawthecops.

Bandile:andwhatdidIdotobehonouredwith

suchavisitfromthepolice?

Lady:I'mdetectiveLexieasyoualreadyknow

andIhavesearchwarrant..

Bandilechuckled..



Him:whatareyoulookingforinmyhouse?

Detective:webelievetherearedrugsinthis

house..

Bandilelaughed,reallyloud...

Him:ohw,oktakethemwhereyouseethembut

pleaseleavemyhousethewayyouhavefound

itin,anddonttakewhat'snotyoursbecauseI

willsueyourlittleAssfortheft,thatyouusually

do

Bythetimehewasdonehisvoicewasmuch

morefirmerthantheusual..

Her:whatexactlyareyouinsinuating



Bandile:whatpossiblycouldIbeinsinuating?

Detective:dontworry,yourhousewillbein

order..

Shegotinsidethehouseandwithher2officers

togetherwiththedogsandstartedwiththe

search.BandileandIwasjuststandinglooking

atthem,asIwasstillstandingtheremyphone

ranganditwasSam,Itookafewstepsfrom

themandanswered..

Me:hi

Him:hey,howisschool?

Me:Ihaven'tstartedyet..



Him:ok,IjustwantedtoletyouknowIwillgive

Bandileachancewithyou..

Me:what?

Him:IwillletyouandBandilebebecauseyou

lovehim..

Me:what?wow..I..Wow!

Him:yeah,Idontwanttolosemysisteroversilly

things..sohowareyou?

Me:wellI'mgood..

Him:Taylortoldheboughtyouacar..



Me:yeah..Rs7

Him:thatsnice...lookIbettergo..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hethenhungup,tobehonesthe'ssudden

changeofmindcaughtmebysurprise,Iwonder

whatmadehimchangehismind.Notsolong

agoheloathedBandilebuttodayhe'stalkinga

differentstory..IturnedtolookatBandilewho

waslookingatme..Itseemedliketheywere

donealready..Iwalkedtohim,wherehestood

withthedetective,thiswomanlookedfeisty..

Him:everythingok?



Me:yeah..

Ilookedatthedetectivewholookedatmewith

pityeyes,andIjuststoodtherewonderingwhy

shewouldpityme..Afterawhileonecop

descendedfromupstairswithonedogwhile

theothermadehiswayfromtheKitchen..

Mma'Nyarawasbehindtheonewhowas

upstairs.

Officer1:nothing..

Detective:ok..justknowI'mwatchingyou

BandileThulani,becareful..

Bandile:howaboutyougocatchrealcriminals

insteadofrunningaftermelikesomelapdog?



Shejustclickedhertoungewalkingawaywith

theofficerstogetherwiththeirdogs.Afterthey

werecompletelygoneMma'Nyarawenttothe

kitchen..

Me:whyaretheysuspectingyouhavedrugsin

thehouse?

Hejustlookedatmeanddraggedmeoutside..

Him:thehouseisbugged..

Me:bugged?bywho?

Him:theladydetectivebuggedit..rightnow

Me:what?



Him:yeah..

Me:andwhyaretheysuspectingyoukeepdrugs?

Him:becauseIhadadealthatwentwrong..

Me:areyougoingtogetarrested?

Him:no..theydon'thaveanythingagainst

me,justsuspecting..

Islowlynodded..

Him:didyoueat?



Me:no..Icooked..

Him:let'sgoeat..

Wegotinthehouseagain,andwenttothe

kitchen..Weatesilentlywithmyheartbeating

fast..whatifhegetsarrested?Itriedtopushthe

thoughtatthebackofmymindbutIjust

couldn'tstopanything..

Aftereatingwewenttohiscar,andhedroveus

totheairport..

Him:what'swrong?

Me:Idontwantyoutogetarrested..



Him:Iwon'tbabe..

Me:whatifsomeonesnitchesonyou?Orsets

youup?thenwhat?

Helookedatmethenglancedbackattheroad

silently..

Him:Ihavethebestlawyeroutthere..hewillfish

meoutofthesituation...

Ijustnodded..

Him:lookdontworryyourself..Ok?

Me:ok..



EventhoughhesaidIshouldn'tworrybutIjust

couldnthelpittoworry,thereweretoomany

"whatifs"inmymindandIwasso

scared..whatifhe'sarrestedandIneversee

himeveragain?Whatthen?WhenIfirstmet

him,Ididn'tcareifIdontseehimeveragain,but

nowthatmyheartbeatsonlyforhim...

.

.
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Ilookedather,absorbingeveryfeatureofher

facecaressingitgentlywithmyeyes.Iwanted

totouchher,trailmyfingersonhersoftskinbut

Ididn'twanthertowakeup.Icouldn'tmissthe

stressmarksonherface.Wewereintheplane

almostlandinginCapetownbutKriswas

sleepingbesidesme,IactuallypraisedGodwe

wereactuallyusingmycompany'splane.The

scheduledflightsjustirritatemetocore.I

shookherabitwhentheflightattendant

notifiedusthattheplanewasalmostlanding

andweshouldputonourseatbelt.Lazilyshe

openedhereyes,tookherafewmomentstoget

infullactive.

Me:seatbelt..

Immediatelyshestrappedtheseatbelt.

Momentslatertheplanewaslanding,we

removedtheseatbeltthemomenttheplane

stopped.Iwalkedbehindherwithhersmall



overnightbag.Wegotofftheplane,outofthe

airporttotheparkingLottandwentstraightto

myRangeRoverVelar..

Her:thisisalsoyours?

Me:yes

ShesoftlynoddedasIunlockedthecarand

openedthedoorforher.Iwentroundtomy

sideandgotinthecardrivingtothepolice

stationwhereEnhleis.ForamomentthereIlet

whatKrissaidweighinmymind,whatif

someonesetsmeup?Ihavenevercaughtthe

police'sattentiontotheextentofthem

searchingmyhousewhichRaise'saredflaga

thatsomethingisnotright.Ican'tgotojail,what

aboutmomandEnhle?WhataboutKris?Mom

hashighbloodpressure,itwouldkillher

instantly..

Kris:areyouok?

Me:yeah..



Shelookedbackattheroad.Afterawhilewe

werewalkingintothepolicestation.Westood

bythepoliceofficeronsomefrontdesk.

Me:GoodMorning

Him:morning,howcanIhelpyou?

Me:I'mlookingformysister,MbalienhleThulani

whowasarrestedyesterday.

Hestartedgoingthroughsomecertainfiles,

untilhegotonethathelookedthroughit.

Him:yes,wedohaveaMbalienhleThulaniwho

wasbroughtinforassaultofAmber

Ruthwels,andtoaddtothatMbalienhleThulani

isbeingsuedfordestroyingMsRuthwelscarby

burningit.

IfeltKris'shandslippingintomineasmy

temperbegantoraise,shesqueezedmeslightly

givingmeareassuringsmile.SometimesI

wonderwhycan'teveryonebelikeher.

Me:howmuchisherbail?



Him:R12000

Me:andwherecanIpay?

.

AfterawhileIhadpaidmysister'sbail,butIwas

informedtoseesomedetectiveastheywentto

takeher.IwenttotheDetective'sofficewith

Krisbymyside.WhenIgotthereIsawaman

andawoman,butthewomandidn'tstriketome

assomeonewhowouldbeadetective.

Man:youmustbeMbalienhleThulani'ssister

right?

Me:yes

Man:ok,I'mDetectiveLoapeandthisisDr

Melton,sheisapsychiatrist.Yesterdaywhen

MbalienhleThulaniwasBroughtinhereDr

Meltonwashereandshesaidtherewas

somethingwrongwithyoursisterbecause

whenweputherinforinterrogationyoursister

denieditall,butofcausetheevidencebrought



herdown.Whatbotheredmewasthatshe

still,saysshe'sinnocentandshewasathome

whentheassaultandburningofthecar

happened.DrMeltonhadherexaminedearlyin

themorninganditseemslikesheSeesa

problem.

Me:problem?

DrMelton:yes,Ididhypnotherapysessionon

herintheinterrogationroomtolookather

psyche.InalltheyearsIhaveworkedinmy

industryIhaveonlycameacrossonecaselike

thisandthisismysecondone.Haveyouever

hadofmultiplepersonalitydisorder?

Me:whatisit?

Her:aconditionwherethereareseveral

completelydifferentpersonalitiesinone

body,alsoknownasdissociativeidentity

disorder.Itsinthepsychiatricliterature.It

usuallystartsbecauseofchildhoodtrauma.

Everyalterorpersonalityhasdistinctname,age,



moodorevengender.Thisdisordermaybe

developedintraumaticconditionsor

depressionsfromthepastthathasbeenused

bythepatientasthe"defensemechanism.

Kris:what?

DrMelton:thevictimshutsoutthetraumaby

creatinganotheridentity.Thispersonalitiesare

createdbecausethehostcan'tstandthepain

ofthetrauma,likeitsawayofescape.

Accordingtothepsychiatricliteratureitshows

thatthepersonalitiescanbetotallydifferent

fromthehost,theycanevenspeakdifferent

languagesandhavevariedtaste..

Me:butsheseemsnormal..

Her:yes,peoplewithMPDarenormalwelluntil

anotherpersonalitytakesover.Thehostmay

notbeawareoftheotheraltersor

personalities..butthesideeffectsisthatthe

otherpersonalitiescanhurtthemselvesandby

hurtingthemselvesthisoccursonthehost's



body.Thehostmaynotevenrememberthe

eventsthattookplacewhenanalterhadtaken

over.

Me:sohowmanyaltersdoesshehave?

Her:onlyone..Icanhypnotizeheragaininfront

ofyou..

Me:ok..

Thedetectivemadeacallsummoningthat

Enhletobetakentotheinterrogationroom.

Detective:wecangonow

Weallstoodupandwalkedtotheinterrogation

room,whenwewereatthedoorKrisstopped.

Her:Iwillwaitforyouhere..

Me:why?

Sheflushed..

Me:let'sgo

Ipulledherbyherhandinside.Shewassitting

therealllost,sopaleandmyheartbrokeseeing



likethis.Assoonasshesawmeshestoodup

andcametomeattackingmeinahug.

Her:I'msogladyouarehere,Iwassoscared..

Shesaidcrying.

Me:I'mherenow..dontworry

Her:Ididn'tdoit,Iswear..Iwouldnever

Ilookedatthedetectivewhoshruggedhis

shoulders,shelookedatmesteppingback..

Her:you..youthinkIdidthat??I..Ihadnoreason

tohurtAmber,shesaclosefriend..Imether

whenIcametoJohannesburg..

Me:Iknowyouwouldnever..

Herfacerelaxed..

Her:I'mgladyoubelieveme,hiKris..

Kris:hey

Her:youlookbeautiful

Kris:thanks..



DrMelton:shouldI?

Igaveheranode..

DrMelton:ummhMbali,comesitplease..

Shewentandsatdownlookingabitnervous..

DrMelton:haveyoueverbeenhypnotized

before?

Enhle:no..

DrMelton:ok,itdoesn'thurtrelax.There's

nothingmuchtoit,allyouhavetodoislistento

myvoice..justrelax,feelyourmuscles

relax,breath...youreyes..feelthemgetheavy,you

havebeenthroughalot,yourbodyandmindis

tired,veryverytiredandallyouwantisto

sleep..justcloseyoureyesandrelax,youare

feelingverydrowsyandsleppy,veryverrry

sleepy.

Ittookabout15minutestoputherunder,her

facewassorelaxedlikeshewassleeping.

DrMelton:Mbaliwhereareyou?doyouknow



whereyouare?

Her:yes,I'minjail

Hervoicewassofaint,likeshewastalkingwhile

sleeping.

DrMelton:andwhyareyouinjail?

Her:theyaresayingIhurtmyownfriendand

burnthercar,peoplethinkIdidthat..

DrMelton:butyoudidn't?youdidn'tdoanything

bad?

Her:Ididn'tdoanythingbad

DrMelton:Mbalihaveyoueverbeatsomeone

orburntsomeone'scar?

Her:atschoolIoncefoughtwithsomeone,butI

haveneverburntanyone'scar

DrMelton:soyouhaveneverbeatAmber?

Her:yes,Iwouldnever

DrMelton:doyouhaveanyideaofaperson

whowouldhurtherfriend?



SuddenlyEnhlesrelaxedfacestartedchanging,

herbreathinghitched.Herpersonastartedto

change,herlipstightenedandherfeatures

shiftedabit,shesatupstraightbuthereyes

becamesosad.Shejusttransformedintoasad

personnotthelivelinessEnhleIknow..She

startedhumming,butthesongshewas

hummingwasfamiliar,itwasasongmom

alwayssangformewhenIwasachild..

Ididn'tknowifshewasfoolingaround

pretendingtobesomeonesheisn't.

DrMelton:Mbali,youstillthere?

Her:I'mnotMbali

Shesaidsoftly..Ilookedatherholdingand

graspingmyheartinmymouth,Krisgaspedat

bit..

DrMelton:thenwhoareyou?

Her:I'mLettie.LeticiaBob

Hervoicewassosoft..shewasn'tmysister..



Therewasnowayshewasmysister..

DrMelton:MbalienhleThulani

Her:I'mLettienotMbali,shessleeping..

DrMelton:whoissleeping?

Her:Mbali,she'ssleeping

DrMelton:okLettie,doyouhaveanyideawho

wouldhurtAmber?

Her:Itoldhertostop!shedidn'tlistento

me,shesafreak!Shedoesn'tlisten..

DrMelton:soyouhurther?

Her:no,Ijustdisciplinedher..

DrMelton:andhercar?

Her:shewasgoingtorunaway..soIhadtoburn

it

HersoftsadeyeschangedintosomethingIhad

neverseenbefore,hereyesdarkenedandshe

setoutanevillaughthatechoedthewhole

room.



Her:ohwow,youboughtthat?I'mLettieIdontdo

sadshit..Ok?I'msurprisedshesalive...I'mnot

tryingtohurtanyone..I'mhelpingMbali,I'mthe

onlyfriendMbalihas...onlyme..Amberwanted

totakemyplace,shewasintroducingMbalito

badthings..didAmbertellyoushesalesbian..

Thatswrong!Ihadtostopit..IcareaboutEnhle

andIwilldoanythingtoprotecther,justlike

howIprotectedherfromhereviluncle..Uncle

Desmond..Hewashurtingher,rappingher

everyday..IhadtoprotecthersoIkilledhim..

Ichuckled,Iwasn'thearingthis,thiswasn't

happening..UncleDesmondwasmyfather's

brotherwhodied4yearsaftermydad,hewas

founddeadinhishousewherewewerestaying

atthatmomentsincemyfather'sfamilyhated

mymom..hewastheperfectfathertome,to

Enhle..hewouldneverhurther.

Her:herappedhereversinceherdaddied..I

hadtoprotecthersinceIvycouldn't..Shejust

watchedherdaughterbeingrappeddayand



nightbutshejustkeptquite!She'sevil!

Shescreamedhittingthetable..

Her:yousee,Iwasonlytryingtohelp..Ididn'tdo

anythingbad..

DrMelton:whoelsehaveyoueverhurt?

Her:well..Austin..Ijustburnedhishouse..

DrMelton:washeinsidethehouse?

Her:whyareyoubeingnoseyMsRedhair?

DrMelton:I'mtryingtohelpyou

Her:Idontneedhelp..who'shelp?andwho's

help'smotherandfather?wheredoeshelpwork?

DrMelton:I'mgoingtobringMbaliout

now..Mbali...Mbali..Enhle..relaxeverythingis

fine,closeyoureyesnow..theyareveryvery

heavy..Mbalirelax,yourmindisatpeace..inthe

countof6..One..Two..

Herfacebegantorelax,hereyesRollingback

DrMelton:three....four..



Herexpressionbegantochange,relaxingevery

second,herfacesoftening..

DrMelton:five....andsix

Sheopenedhereyesandlookedaroundthe

room..

Her:wasIsleeping?Ifeeltired..

Myheartwasbeatinghardagainstmy

chest,whymom?why?4yearsofbeingrapped,

why?

.

.

KRIS

.

.

Iwatchedhimbreakeachsecond,hewas

shutteringandIjuststoodtherenotknowing

whattodo.Hecouldn'tbelievewhathewas

hearing.



Enhle:amIgoinghome?

Bandilewalkedout,notevenlookingback.

Me:isshegoinghome?

DrMelton:that'sthething,itsnotsafeforheror

anyoneclosetoheraslongasshestillhas

anotherpersonalityinher,thisLettiegirlmay

hurtMbaliorsomeonewhopossesasathreat

Me:soshehastogotoamentalinstitution?

DrMelton:I'mafraidso..she

needsTherapyandmedicationsotogradualy

repairthefragmentedIdentity.

Me:ishercasegoingtogotocourt?

Detective:yes,MsAmberRuthwelsisnot

backing

Me:can'thermentalillnessbeusedincourt?

DrMelton:thatswhatisgoingtohappen..

Me:doessheknowshehasotherpersonalities?



DrMelton:no,andshedoesn'tknowanything

thathappenedwhenLettiehadtakenover,I'm

goingtohavetotalktothemother

Me:canshegohometoday?

DrMelton:yestodayshecanbutacloseeye

shouldbekeptonher..youmightneverknow

whenLettietakesoverbutsheshouldgotothe

psychiatrysotohelpherassoonaspossible..

Detective:areyouhersister..

Ismiledsoftly..

Me:I'mactuallyBandilesgirlfriend..

DrMelton:Iknewthat..Ihopeyouwillbethere

forhimbecauseIdontthinkheatakingthiswell

Me:Iplantostandbyhimtilltheend..

Detective:ok,ummhMbali..

Wealllookedatherandshewassleepingon

thedesk.Thedoctorshookherabitthatshe

wokeup..



Her:arewegoingnow?

Detective:yesbutyouhavetosignsomething

first..

Westoodupandwalkedtothefrontdesk.She

signedsomethingthenIwalkedoutwithher

aftershetookherthings.

Her:hebelievesmeright?

Shesaidaswewalkedtothecar.

Me:yeshedoes..Heknowsyouwouldneverdo

somethinglikethat..

Her:yeah..Amberismyfriend..Mybestfriend

Me:howcloseareyouwithher?

Her:closeenoughtotellhereverything..She's

justwonderful..

Inodded..WhenwegottothecarBandile

wasn'tinsidebutthedoorswereunlocked.We

gotinandshesatatthebackseat..Myphone

startedringing,itwasDad..



Me:Dad!

Him:princess,howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodyou?

Him:I'mok,Imissyou

Me:metoo

Him:sowhereareyou?

Me:ummmhIwentout..

Him:shopping?

Me:no,justviewingthecity..

Him:areyouwithLeah?

Me:no..I'malone..thankyousomuchforthecar

Him:itsok,Ionlywantnothingbutwhat'sbest

foryou..Youaremydaughter,myblood

Me:Iknow..

Him:yes,OKIbettergo..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



Thenhehungup..

Enhle:yourdadmusthethebestdadoutthere!

Me:heis..

Her:wellminediedwhenIwas7..

Me:I'msorry

Her:itsok,Ihavelearnttolivewithit..plusIhave

BandileandMom..andyou

Isoftlylaughed

Me:I'malwaysgoingtobethereforyou..

JustthenBandilewalkedbackinthecarfrom

whereverhewascomingfrom.Hesmelledlike

hehadbeensmoking..Immediatelyhegotinhe

startedthecar.Hestarteddrivingsomewhere,

butthejourneywasfilledwithsilence.Bandile

didn'tsayanythingatall..Heparkedatsome

greybeautifulflat.Iguessthatswherehismom

stayinCapetowntogetherwiththesister.He

gotoffassoonashestoppedthecarandwe

followedbehindhim,wellIfollowedbehind



Enhle.Hismomwassittingdownwatchingtv

butstoodupassoonasshesawherson.She

smiledwalkingtohimbutBandiletookastep

back,helookedreadytokill..

Ivy:Bandilebabywhat'swrong?

Hechuckled..

Him:what'swrong?youcan'taskmethat

Ivy..whatswrong?

Ivy:I'mlost..

Him:maybeIshouldnudgeyourbraininthe

rightdirection..Enhlewasarrested..For

assaultingsomeoneandburningthevictim's

car..

Her:what?Enhle..

Him:butthedoctorsaidshessufferingfrom

multiplepersonalitydisorder..shehasother

personalitiesexceptherown..

Her:what?



Him:yeah,shehasanotherpersonalitycalled

Lettie..

Her:yoursisterjustlikedthenameLettieever

sinceyoungage..sheevenwantedtonameher

femalechildLettie..

Him:wellthat'sherotherpersonality..Butyou

knowwhat'sinteresting..Thedoctorsaidits

becauseofthetraumashefacedwhenshewas

achild..momwhathappenedtoEnhleafter

dad'sdeath?

Her:whatdoyoumeanwhathappened?

Him:UncleDesmonddamnit!

HescreamedmakingIvyjumpalittle..She

startedshakingwithtearsstreaming..

Him:whatkindofamotherareyou?youdont

deservetobeamother..Youareamonster!

Her:Ndile..-

Him:dont!youaredeadtomedoyougetthat?I

hateyousomuch!shewasonlyakidandyou



watchedlikenothingisgoingon..Howdare

you?howdareyoudothattoyourowndaughter?

Shebrokedownkneelingbeforehersonwho

wasscreamingwithangerandhurt.Ilookedat

enhlewhowasalsonowcrying..

Him:allalongIthought..-doyouknowthe

damageyouhavecaused?Iwishitwasyou

whodied..Youdeservetobedeadyouwitch..I

hateyousomuchIvy..Youarenotmymother..

Idonthaveanevilmotherlikeyou..

Hesaidfaintlywalkingout,andafterawhileI

hadthecardriveaway..Ivy'scrywasenoughto

paralyseme..shecriedhelplesslyuntilIfeltmy

owntearsstingmyeyes..

.

.

**ToBeContinued**

Iknowitsshort,forgiveme..

Guyspleaselet'scomment,andlikebutlet'sput



inabitofeffortonthecomments..Lotsoflove

fromme,Iwillpost28part2tomorrow..

[11/27,11:02]Ron:DANGEROUSATTRACTION:

KRISTIN'SDIARY

#Insert28PART2
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Itwasnowaround2200hrsandBandilewas

stillnotback,andGodknowshowworriedIwas.

Ihadtriedhisphonemorethan10timesnow

anditstillledmetovoicemail,whatif

somethinghappenedtohim?Ivyhadlocked

herselfinherroomassoonasBandileleftand

EnhleshowedmeBandilesroombeforeshe

wenttohers.Shedidn'tseembrokentome,her

expressionwasjustnumbtome.Sheswasn't

evencryinglikesomeonewhohadavery

traumatisingchildhood,andIgetwhereBandile



iscomingfrom..Isatdownonhisbedafter

takingaquickshoweranddressedupinmy

PJ's,againItriedhisnumberbutitstillwentto

voicemail.ItookadeepbreathasIlistenedto

theslightheadachethatwasstarting,tearing

myheadslowly.Ilayonhisbedclosingmy

eyestightlyastheheadachegotworsebythe

secondandthelastthingthatwasinmymind

beforemyIcompletelyfellintodarknesswas

Bandile..Isheok?

Thenextday,openingmyeyesmyheadfelt

heavyliketherewasbrickjustplacedonmy

forehead.IblinkedacoupleoftimesuntilIhad

aclearversion.Mybodyfeltlockedup,Icouldn't

movefreelybutthatswhenIrealizedIwas

lockedinBandilesarms.Itookadeepheavy

sighofreliefasIsawhishandsroundonmy

waistpullingmetohimandwithmylegs

betweenhis.EventhoughIhadmybackagainst

himbutIcouldsmellalcohol.Justthenmy

phonestartedringing,Itookitfromunderthe



pillowanditwasAlex.

Me:Alex

Her:Kris!howareyou?howisJohannesburg?I

missyoualready..

Me:wellI'mgood,JohannesburgisokandImiss

youtoo..

Her:Tshepie'sacceptanceletterwillbecoming

inafewdays..

Me:Iknowitshardforyoubutin2yearstime

youwillbejoiningus..

Her:yeahbutwhatifhemeetsbettergirlsthan

me?whitegirlsorbigassgirls?

Me:youhavecurlyhair,yourdadiswhiteso

what'sgood?

Her:youknowwhatImean..

Me:Tshepielovesyou

Her:didhesaythat?

Me:hedoesn'thavetosayit..Icanseeit,I



starteddatingBandilewhenIwasstillatStates

Her:ok,ummhareyouhappythere?

Me:yes..howismom?

Her:she'sok..howisNdile?

Ilaughed..

Me:I'mstartingtothinkyouwanttosnatch

what'smine..

Shelaughed..

Her:never!yourboyfriendisScarry..lookIbetter

go..Sethunyaishere,youstillrememberher

right?

Me:yeah,yourbestfriend..

Her:yeah..soyouwillcallright?

Me:yes,pleasetakegoodcareofyourselfand

mom

Her:Iwill,bye..Wait..Iloveyou

Ichuckled..



Me:Iloveyoutoosweety..

Shethenhungup.IslowlyremovedBandiles

handfrommywaist,thenwiggledmylegsfrom

his.ItwasabitofastrugglebutattheendIset

myselffreeandhejustlaytheresleeping.Itook

myovernightbagthenwenttothebathroom,

tookashowerthenchangedintoanavyblue

skinjean,ablacktopandblackpumps.Ithen

tiedmybraidsintoaporntalethentookmybag

backtoBandilesroom.Hewasstillsleeping,he

wassleepinginhisyesterday'sclothes.After

placingmybagdownIwenttotheirkitchen,

andEnhlewasalreadyawake,shewascooking.

Shouldn'tshebecryingorsomething..

Me:morning

SheturnedtomeholdingaknifethatI

screamedabittrippingonmyownlegsthatI

fell.Shedroppedtheknife..

Her:ohmy..I'msosorry..I..I'mreallysorry..

Shecametowardsmeandhelpedmestand.



Her:I'mreallysorry..

Me:itsok,howareyou?

Her:Idontknow..Ifeellikesomethingiswrong

withme..Ikeeponhavingthisdream..Scarry

dream

Me:what'shappening?

Her:theversionisblurbutIcanseealittlegirl

crying..Likeshewantshelpbutnoonehelps

hernomatterhowmuchshescreams..Ican't

seeherclearly..

Me:ok

Her:Istillcan'tbelieveBandilespoketomom

likethat

Ikeptquite,notevenknowinghowtorespond

tothat.

Her:amIgoingcrazy?

Me:no..noyouarenot..let'smakebreakfast..

Sheseemedtohavenotanyideaonwhat's



happeninganditseemslikeshedoesn't

rememberherchildhoodthatmuchbutthen

whatmadeherforget?creatinganother

personality?Wemadebreakfastwithhertelling

meaboutVarsity,IwonderhowGodworks

sometimes..Aftermakingbreakfastwesetup

thetable.

Her:letmegocallmom..

Shewalkedputofthekitchen.Afterawhileshe

camebacktogetherwithIvy.Theyallsatdown

Ivy:morningKris,isBandilein?

Me:yes,he'sstillsleeping

Ilookedather,andshelookedlikeshedidn't

sleepatall.Westartedeatingbutshewasn't

reallyeating..OnlyEnhleandI..AfterawhileIvy

stoodupandwalkedout.

Enhle:I'mworriedaboutmom..shesnotusually

likethis,IreallyhateAndilerightnow..

Iremainedsilent,afterawhileweclearedthe



tableandwashedthedishes.AfterdoingthatI

wenttoBandilesroom,buthewasn'tin,thebed

wasnotmadethough.Iwentbacktothe

kitchenandEnhlewasstilltherebusyonher

phone..

Me:hey,haveyouseenBandile?

Her:Checkontopoftheroof..

Me:ontopoftheroof?

Her:yeah..heusuallygoestherewhenstressed

usingthewindowofhisroom.

Me:ok

Her:theyaresayingI'mapsycho..

Me:who?

Her:peopleonFacebookandtweeter.."The

crazyGirlburnsherfriendscarafterseeking

love""thebipolargirlneedstobelockedupwith

crazypeoplewhereshebelongs"whycan'tthey

seeIdidn'tdoit?



Shesaidwithtearsstreaming..Iwalkedtoher

andhuggedher..

Her:Iamnotcrazy..Idonthavebipolar..

Me:Iknow..justignorethem

Her:Amberismyfriend..Iwouldneverhurther..

Shesaidwalkingout..Itookadeepbreath

beforefollowingheroutside..

Me:peoplearepeopleandtheywillalways

talk..don'tgivethemthesatisfaction..

Her:butIdidn'tdoit..

Me:moreofareasonwhyyoushouldn'tlistento

whatevertheysay

Her:IneedtoprovetothemthatI'minnocent..

Me:yes,youwill..butfornowjustleave

them..ok..ignorethem..

Her:fornowIwiil,doyouknowyouareanangel?

Me:soareyou..



Ihuggedherbrieflybeforewalkingbackinside

thehousetoBandilesroomagainandthistime

hewasin..hewassittingbythebed..

Me:hey

Helookedatmethenstoodupwalkingtowards

me.Hesmeltfreshlikehehadjustbathed,and

hadevenchangedbutwastopples.

Him:hey..

Me:hangover?

Him:dealtwithit..

Inodded..

HeheldmywaistpullingmetohimandIjust

lovedthefeelofhisbodyagainstmine,it

tangledsomefeelingdeepwithinme.

Him:I'msorryaboutyesterday..Ishould...Have

camebackabitearlier..

Me:itsok,justknowI'mhereforyou,alltheway..

Him:Iknow..



Hesaidkissingmylips,Ihadbeencravingthat

momenteversinceIwokeup..Hepulledout

afterawhile..

Him:how'sLeah?

Me:God!Ihaven'tcalledher..ButIwill..

Him:thingsdidn't..Wellaren'treallygoingwell

withherandQ.

Me:whathappened?

Him:itseemslikeyourgirlwantscommitment..

Me:andQdoesn't?

Him:he'snotaguyofcommitment..Sothats

whereheandLeahwentwrong..

Me:Shemustbebroken..

Him:yeah..sheneedsyou..

Ilookedathim..

Me:andyoualsoneedme..Iwillcallher

Him:Ithinksheneedsyoumorethanme..



Ichuckled..

Me:babe,Iwanttobehereforyou,Iwillcall

Leah..

Him:comeonplusmeandthisisafamilyissue

andmyfamilywilldealwiththis..youcango..

Istoodthere,visionblurringandIcouldfeelmy

heartbreakbutquicklyIblinkedawaymytears

replacingthemwithasmile..

Me:ohw..

Him:Ididn'tmeanit..-

Me:youknowwhat?youareright..Leahneeds

me

Him:babe..-

Me:no,likeseriously..Shehasalwaysbeenthere

forme..itsonlyfairyouknow

Him:yeah..

Hekissedmeagain..

Him:Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Him:ok,youwillgobyplanelatertoday..

Inodded..

Him:I'mgoingsomewhererightnow..Iwillsee

youinafewhours

Me:ok..

Hepeckedmylipsashewenttohisclosetand

pulledoutaT-shirt.Heworeitthentookhiscar

keys..

Him:ok,seeyou..

Inoddedashewalkedout.Iblinkedawaythe

tearsasIsatonthebed,hedoesn'tneedme,he

needshisfamily..Ithurt,ithurtsobad.Istood

upandtookmyovernightbag.ThankGodIhad

myswipingcardwithme.Igrabbedmyphone

thenwenttothesittingroom.Enhlewas

watchingTv.

Her:andnow?Ithoughtyouwerestayingfora

while..



JustthenIvyemerged..

Ivy:alreadyleaving?

Me:yeah..Ineedtoprepareforvarsity..

Enhle:itwouldhavebeenniceifyoustayedabit

more..soyouaregoingtowaitforAndile?

Me:no,hesaidIcango..

Ivy:bywhat?bus?lookIcan..-

Me:abusgivesmeachancetoviewSA..seethe

beautyitholds..

Enhle:yeah..

Me:yes,ummhcanyoudropmebythebusstop?

Ivy:yes..let'sgo

WeallwalkedouttoIvy'scar.Shedrovemeto

thebusstop.

Ivy:areyougoingtobefineherealone..Orwe

willjustwaitwithyouuntilthebuscomes..

Me:no..itsok..Iwillbeok..Ipromise



Ivy:ifitwasn'tfortheheadacheI'mhavingI

wouldn'tleaveyou..

Theyhuggedme..

Me:Iwillseeyou

Enhle:betterbesoon..

Me:yeah..

Theywalkedbacktothecarleavingmethere..

Afterawhileofstandingthere..Itookmyphone

withshakinghandsasemotionswerewreaking

me.IcalledJoseph..

Him:KrisMam?

Me:hello..I...canyoupickmeup

Him:whereareyou?

Me:Capetown..

Him:ummhjustwaitthere..someonewillcome

andpickyouup..

Me:ok,pleasedonttelldad



Him:ok..justwaittheredontmove..15minutes

someonewillthere..

Me:ok,thankyou

Him:youarewelcome..

Hethenhungup.Istoodtheretryingsohardto

fightmytears.AfterawhileaBMW1series

parkedbesidesme,someguygotoffand

walkedtome.

Him:MsKristinMacverdana?

Islowlynodded..

Him:I'mDavidMolefe,andIwillbeyourdriver

backtoJohannesburg..

Justthenmyphonerang,itwasJoseph..

Him:theguywhoussupposedtopickyouupis

DavidMolefe..

Me:he'shere..

Him:ok,areyouokKrismam?

Me:yeah,always



Him:ok

Ithenhungup,thisDavidguyopenedthedoor

formeandIgotin.Iswitchedmyphoneoff

aftertextingLeahthatI'mcoming.

AfterawhileweweredrivingawayandIkept

mytearsfall..Myheartbledathiswords"thisis

afamilyissueandmyfamilywilldealwithit"I

understandthathe'shurtbutthatwasjust

uncalledforanditprovedeasilyhedoesn'tneed

me..ImightnotbeHisfamilybutIthought

becauseweareinarelationshipsupporting

eachotherisoneofthekeys.Icriedsilentlyto

theagonyinmyheartthatIcouldn'tshakeoff.

DeepdownIknewnothingwasgoingtomake

mefeelbetter..

*********************

Leah:Bandilewantstotalkwithyou..

Ikeptquitewithmyheadonmypillowlistening

tothethrobbingheadacheIwashaving

obviouslyduetocrying..



Leah:Shes...she'ssleeping..Ok..Iwilltell

her..bye

Ifeltweightonmybed..

Leah:youhaven'teatenyet..IknowBandiledid

somethingobviouslybutplease..youneedto

eatsomething..Youhavebeenpumping

painkillerseversince..babepleasetalktome..

Isatupstraightthengotoffthebed.

Me:ok.Let'sgoeat

Isaidfakingyetanothersmile,blinkingaway

tearsagain..

Shelookedatme..

Her:whatreallyhappened?

Me:nothing..Let'sgoeat

Her:youcomebackfroCapetowntwodaysago

crying,youhavebeenstarvingyourselfandyou

tellmenothing?Really?

Me:yeahcome..



Isaidpullingherhandtothekitchen..

Me:todayitsTuesday,tomorrowschool..I'm

excited..

Her:pleasetalktome..

Me:I'mok..justhadalittleargumentwith

Bandile..I'mjustacrybaby..nothingbig

Shelookedatme..

Her:knowthatI'mhereifyouwanttotalk...

InoddedasItooktheeggs.Afterawhilewe

werewatchingTveatingwhenwehearda

knockonthedoor.Leahstoodupandwentto

getit..ShegotinafterawhilewithBandile

behindher.IputbackmyFrenchtoast.

Leah:Iwillgiveyouguysspace..

Shesaidwalkingtoherroom.

Him:soyoudecidedtorunaway?

Me:no,Idecidedtogiveyouandyourfamily

space..



Him:youknowIdidn'tmeanitLikethat..

Me:itsok,Iunderstand..Ijustdecidedtogive

youguysspace..Soyoudealwiththeissue..

Him:thenwhyareignoringme?

Me:IwasgivingyouspacesinceIknowmy

placewithyou

Him:see,youaremad..

Me:I'mnot..

Hesatinthesmalltableinthemiddleofthe

sittingroomfacingme.

Me:Iwasjustpreparingforschool..

Him:I'msorry..

Me:whyareyouapologizing?Youdidnothing

wrong..

Him:dontdothis..

Me:I'mnotdoinganything..How'sEnhle?

Him:shesseeingaTherapist...



Me:good

Hekeptquitelookingatme..

Him:Iloveyou..

Inodded..

Me:yeah

Hestoodupwithhishandsonhishead.

Him:howcanIfixthis?

Me:nothingisbroken..

Him:Ididn'tmeantopushyouaway

Inodded..

Him:saysomething

Me:Ihavenothingtosay..

Mytearswereattheiredgenow,pushingthem

awaywasn'tsomethingIwasgoingtokeepup

formuchlonger.

Heheldmyhandsbringinghisfacecloserto

mine,brushedhislipsonminenibblingthen



softlythen,Ipartedmylipsashistoungewent

insidemymouthmakingmytoungerollwithhis.

Hepulledoutafterwhilesuckingmylowerlipa

bitbeforecompletelylettingmego..Icouldfeel

tearswettingmychicksandquicklyIwiped

themaway.

Him:I'mreallysorry..

Inoddednottrustingmyvoicethatmuch..

HehuggedmemakingmeforgethowsadIhad

beenforthepast2days.

Him:areyouok?

Me:yes

Him:yourbodytemperature..

Ipulledoutofthehug..

Me:I'mok..justaheadache.

Him:didyoudrinkpainkillers?

Me:no...

Him:let'sgo..



Me:gowhere?

Him:let'sjustgo

Me:I'minPJ'sincaseyoudon'trealize

Him:itdoesn'tbotherme..

Wewalkedoutoftheflatafterawhile,wentto

thegarageandstraighttohiscar.

Hedroveout..

Him:whendidtheheadachestart?

Icouldn'texactlytellhimeversincethenightI

spentathismothershouseIhavebeenhaving

headachesthatmakesmeoverdosepainkillers.

Me:inthemorning..

Him:andyoureyesareswollen..Youhavebeen

crying..

Ikeptquitelookingoutthroughthewindow.

Therestofthejourneywassilenttheonlything

thatmadenoisewastheradio.Momentslater

hiscarwasparkedinhisgarageathishouse.



Wegotoffhiscarandheledmeinsidethe

house.

Him:letmegetpainkillersforyou..

Hewenttohisroomleavingmeinthesitting

room.Isatdown,andswitchedontheTv.After

awhilehecamebackgavemepillsthenwent

tothekitchenandcamebackwithwater..

Him:drink

Itookthewateranddrankthepills.

Hesatnexttomemakingmeliemyheadonhis

lap.

Him:yourbodytemperatureisgettingme

worried..

Me:Iwillbeok..there'snothingtogetworried

about..

Hekissedmycheek.IsatupstraightasIheard

oneofthesongsIlikeplay..

Me:Ilikethissong



Him:tigi?

Me:yes,Imightnotunderstandsomeother

wordsbutIlikeit..

Him:letmesingitforyou..

Ilaughed..

Me:thefloorisyours.

Hestartedsingingalongwiththesongmaking

melaugh..

Me:aiistop..yourterriblevoiceismakingthe

songsoundhorrible..

Him:lies..itsmuchmorenicer..

Me:thepersonwholiedtoyou..

Him:youarejealousofme

Ilaughed..Ilaymyheadbackonhislapagain.

Me:tomorrowitsorientation..

Him:yeah,tellthoseboysyouaretaken..

Igiggled..



Me:Iwill..incapitalletters..

Him:good..Idon'twanttokillanyone..

Iturnedtolookathim..

Him:IloveyoutoomuchthatIwillkillforyou,I

dontwanttoloseyoutosomeboy..

Me:wellyouwon'tbecausemyeyesareonlyfor

you..

Him:good..

Me:isEnhleinamentalinstitutionorpsych-

whatever?

Him:yes,sortof...shedidn'twanttobecauseshe

believesnothingiswrongwithher..

Me:isshehurttobethere?

Him:yesbutItoldherthiswillhelphercase..

Me:whataboutIvy?

Ifelthismusclestense..

Him:IdontknowandIdontcare..



Me:thefactthatshe'syourmotherwillnever

changeaslongasshegavebirthtoyou..

Him:whatkindofamotherwatchesher

daughterbeing...

Me:whatwashersideofthestory?

Him:canwenottalkaboutIvy..

Me:ok..

Him:wannagooutfordinner?

Me:ummh..

Him:tomakeupforbeingajerkandan

asswhore

Me:okbutI'msleepingatmyhouse..

Him:ofcause..

WechattedwhilewatchingTvandIguessIfell

asleepwhileStillwatchingTv.Iwokeupfeeling

abitcold,IlookedaroundandIrealizedIwasin

Bandilesroom,onhisbedwithablanket

coveringmylowerbody.



Istoodupandlookedoutsidethroughthe

window,itwasabitdark.Iwenttothebathroom

andwashedmyface,comingbackinsidethe

roomhewasnowsittingonhisbed.

Him:finallyyouareawake,Iwasstartingtoget

worried.

Ismiled..

Me:I'moknow,theheadacheisgone..

Hestoodupandcametomeplacinghishand

onmyforehead.

Him:thetemperaturehasalsogonedown..

Me:yeah..

Him:mhhm

Hesaidalreadykissingmepullingmecloser.I

pulledoutafterawhile..

Me:I'mnot..-

Him:Iwill...Iwilldriveyoutothehospital

tomorrow..



Hekissedmeagainpullingmemuchmore

closermakingmefeelhishardcock."Imissed

you"hewhisperedashekissedmyneckandI

tiltedmyheadgivinghimbetteraccess.He

stoppedafterawhile..

Him:wannabathwithme?

Me:what?

Him:Iwilltakethatasayes..

hethenwalkedtothebathroomleavingme

hanging,afterawhileIheardthewaterrunand

hecamebackafterawhile.

Him:comelet'sgobath..

Me:youareserious..

Him:yes,plusI'mtryingtosavewater..

Ichuckledwalkingtothebathroomwithhim.

Heclosedthetapeswhenwegotthere.Hehad

filledthetubwithwaterandfoam.He'sphone

startedringing,Ilookedathim.



Him:I'msorry,Iwillgoswitchitoffmeanwhile

getinside..

HewalkedoutleavingmeundressingthenIgot

intothebathtub.ThewaterwassowarmthatI

closedmyeyesenjoyingit.MomentslaterIfelt

thewaterrising,thenfollowedbythefeelofhis

bodyonmine.Iopenedmyeyes.

Him:Ihatebathinginabathtub..

Me:why?

Him:itsslow..

Me:buthereyouaretoday..

Him:yes,I'mwithyouandthatchanges

everything..

Iblushedlookingawayfromhim.Ifelthis

handsonmyboobs,massagingsoftlythatmy

eyesagainclosedjustenjoyingit.

.

.



**ToBeContinued**

Let'skeeponcommentingandlikingguys.Your

effortisreallyappreciated..Lotsoflovefrom

me
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Ipulledoutofthekissafterawhile.

Me:Ishouldgetgoing..

Him:goodluckontomorrow..

Me:yeah..I'msoscared

Him:itsyourfirsttime..

Me:whereyoualsoscared?



Him:no..

Hekissedmyforehead..

Him:drinkyourpainkillerssothatitsnotmuch

painful..

Me:ok,andthankyoufordinner,itwasnice

Him:Iaimtoplease..

IopenedthedoorandIgotinwithhimbehind

me,LeahwassittingonthecouchwatchingTV.

Leah:hey,Bandile

Bandile:Leah..okIwillseeyou

Hepeckedmylipsandwalkedout.

Leah:Iseeyouaremuchbetter..comesit

Me:I'mtired,Iwanttosleep..

Her:yeah,Iknowbutjustcomesitforafew

seconds..

Iwalkedtoherandcarefullysatbesidesher.

Her:areyouok?



Me:yeah..

Shesqueezedmybuttabit.

Me:ouch...dontdothat..

Shechuckled..

Him:injection..Thatsgoodatleastnow

pregnancyisoutoftheway.

Me:yeah..thelastthingIwantisgetting

pregnant,I'mstillyoung

Her:youareright,youwantfood?

Me:no,Iate,Bandiletookmeoutfordinner

Her:beforeoraftertheinjection?

Me:beforeobviously..Hetookmetothedoctor

afterdinner..

Her:ok..I'mwatchingsomemovie,wannajoin

me?

Me:no,IthinkIwilljustgoandsleep..

Her:Qcalled..



Me:hedid?whatdidhesay?

Her:he'swilltotryandcommit..

Me:Ihopeyoudon'tgethurtattheend..

Her:Itoldhimno,Ican'teventaketherisk..ifwe

aremeanttobethenwewillfindourwayback

toeachotherbutfornowno

Me:ok..letmegoandsleep..

Istoodupandwalkedtomyroom,tookaquick

showerbeforegettingintobed.Thefollowing

dayIwaswokenupbymyphoneringing,itwas

Bandile.

Me:hey

Him:hey,ummhI'mgoingtoCapetowntoday..

Me:ohw,isEnhleok?

Him:yes...shesok,justhavetosortafewstuff..

Me:ohwok,haveasafejourney..

Him:yeah,how'syourass?



Me:ok..

Him:ok,Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hethenhungup,Ithengotoffbedandwent

straighttothebathroom.Afterbathing,Iwalked

backtomyroomanddressedupinablue

fadedrippedjeanwithbluesneakers,acroptop

andfinisheditoffwithabitoversizeddenim

shirtandacap.Afterclothingmyself,Iwalked

toLeah'sroom.Shewasbusyfixinghermake

up.Afterawhileshestoodup,shewaswearing

amidthighjumpsuitwhichexposedherthighs.

Ananklebootandahandbagwhichmatched

herjumpsuit,herhairwastiedintoaneatbun.

Shelookedreallybeautiful.

Her:youlooksosexy..

Me:andyoulookflawless..

Her:Ihaveneverseenyouwearingmake-up...

Butyoualwayslookbeautiful



Me:Ihatemake-up..AnywayI'mhungry..Let's

gopreparesomethingbeforeweleave.

Wewenttothekitchen..

Her:soareweusingyourcarormine?

Me:yours?Idontrememberonceseeingyour

carhere..

Her:yeah,becauseitsatthefarendofthe

garageandIpainteditblue..

Me:ohw,anythingisok..

Her:wewilluseyours...

WepreparedsomethingormakeitIprepared

somethingasshewasbusyonhernails.After

cookingwestartedeating.

Her:how'syourbutt?

Ichuckled

Me:wellthepainisnolongerthereunlessI

squeeze,thankyouforasking

Her:ok..



Aftereatingwetooksomefewmirrorselfies

beforeheadingout.IusedmyGPtogetthe

directions.Inabout30minutesIwasparkingat

oneoftheparkinglotsintheuniversity.The

universitywasjustbreathtakingfromoutside.

Leah:thisisexciting..

Me:tellmeaboutit..

Withconfidencewewalkedin.Basicallywe

werebeenshownourlecturers,thoughIwasn't

withLeahasshesnotdoingthesamedegree

withme.Itwasfun,Iwaswiththisothergirlher

nameisAvisbutsheinsistedIcallherAve.We

evenhadtheprevilagetomeet,CaltonHamilton.

Oneofthebestcriminallawyers,itwasvery

motivatingasheletusknowthatitwasn'teasy

atallconsideringthefactthathewasan

orphanatfirstbutthenlatergotadoptedby

somecouplewhomanagedtogethimto

school,hisstepdadwasmurderedafewyears

ago.Heemphasizedthefactthatbeingan



orphandidn'tstophimfromachievinghis

dreams,itdidn'tstophimfromsettinggoals.

Whowouldeverthoughtthebestlawyerout

theresufferedwhenyoung?Maybethefactthat

he'swhitebiasedmymindthatmuch.Afterall

theintroductionsandeverybasicthingwe

probablyneedtoknowtheyrealisedus.I

walkedtothecarwithAve,shewasbubbles

ever.

Ave:Ireallythinkhe'shot,beyondhot..likeoutof

thisworldhot..

Shestartedfanningherface.Ilaughedather

silliness.

Me:stopbeingcrazy

Her:tellmehesnothot...

Me:hesjustok..

Her:Igiveuponyou,I'msoexcitedaboutthis..I

canjustseemyselfbeingcalledout..Avis

Ndamo..myfamilybackinZambiawillbeso



happy..

Me:youarefromZambia?

Her:yes,you?

Me:Botswana..

Her:myMomstaysinBotswana..

Me:ohw,youwillhavetovisitmeoneday..

Her:yes..

Iwalkedhertomycar.

Her:Ilikeyourcar..

Me:thanks,letmecallmyfriendandseewhere's

she..

Her:ok..

ShestoodbesidesmeasIcalledLeah.She

answeredafterawhile.

Her:hey

Me:hey,I'mdone

Her:I'mcoming..



Me:ok

ThenIhungup,Ibrowsedthroughmy

phone,Bandilehadn'tcommunicatedwithme

yetandapartofmegotworriedsoIdecidedto

texthim.

"Hey,justcheckingifyouhadasafejourney.

Orientationwentwell.Hopeyouok..Iloveyou

somuch,callme"

.

BANDILE

.

Iheldmyheadinfrustration.Iknewitwouldbe

likethisbutsomehowIjustdecidednottocare.

IlookedatMaxwholookedatmewiththeItold

yousolook.

Him:andnowwhat?ItoldyouTaylor'sdaughter

wasaproblemfromthestart.

Q:itsoutofhandnow..



Max:ifhehasavideoofusKillingCybillitsover

Q:consequencesofrobbingsomerichbustard!

Me:fuck!

Max:allyouneedtodoisleaveKristin

Macverdanaalone..

Q:orkeepitlow

Max:andyoudontthinkheswatching?Hes

goingtomakesureBandilegoesdownbadly

andtakeuswithhimintheprocess..

Me:she'sgoingtohurt,badly..

Max:thatswhyIhatethisloveshit..

Q:sowhatareyougoingtodo

Me:I'mgoingtodowhatcanonlybedone..

*******************

AfewhourslaterIwaswithDrMeltonasshe

briefedmeonEnhlescase.Mymindwasn't

reallythere,itwasjuststuckonKris.Howmy

heartbeatforherandIdontthinkIwilleverlove



anyonelikeIloveher

DrMelton:ummMrThulani,youstillhere?

Me:ohsorry,what?

Her:IwassayingweneedtogetLettietrustus..

Thesoonersheopensupthesonnerwecanbe

abletodissolveher.

Me:oh,sowhat'sthewayforward?

Her:wegettingthereeventhoughsometimes

shegetalittleviolent.

Me:violent?

Her:yes,sheattackedoneofthesecurityguards

butitwasn'tthatmuchserious..Itsnormalfor

Lettietodothat,shehasissues..

Me:willEnhleevergetbacktonormal?

Her:shewill,justpatience..

Me:canIseeher?

Her:ok



Shewalkedmetothewards,untilwegotto

someroom.Sheopenedthedoorandgotin

accompaniedbythesecurityguard.Istoodat

thedoorandshelookedratherlost.

DrMelton:ummhEnhlelook..

Sheturnedandlookedatme,immediately

jumpeddownandattackedmewithhug.

Her:youpromisedtoseemeeveryday..

Me:I'msorry,IhavebeenabitbusybutI'mhere

now

Her:I'mnotcrazy

Me:Iknow..Iknow..

Iwhisperedkissingherforeheadsoftly..

Her:promiseyouwon'teverleaveme..

Me:Ipromise..

Her:where'smom?

Me:shescoming



Shenodded..

Her:Iwanttogobacktoschool

Me:youwill..Soon

Her:OK,sohow'sKris?

Me:we...ummhshesgood

Her:ohw,nexthercomewithherok?

Ifonlysheknew...

.

KRIS

.

AfterawhileLeahcame.

Leah:hey..

ShelookedatAve.

Me:ummhLeahthisisAve,afriendandAvethis

isLeah,mybestie..

Leah:ohwnicetomeetyoubutwhydoyou

havepurplehair?



Ave:becauseIwantto..

Leah:youlookweird..

Ave:youlooklikeacallgirl..

Leahchuckled,Iclearedmythroatimmediately..

Me:ummhAvedoyouhaveacarorshouldI

dropyouoff?

Ave:Idon'thaveacarbutthelastthingIwould

doisgowithsomeonewhothinksshe'sbetter

thaneveryoneelsebecauseSheswhitebut

surprisinglyshesinablackpeople'scountry.

ShesaidlookingatLeahbeforewalkingaway..

Me:Avewait..

Ave:seeyoutomorrow..

Shescreamedasshewasabitdistantfromus.

Me:whatwasthat?

Leah:what?

Me:Ican'tbelieveyou..



Isaidwalkingintomycar.Shegotinaftera

whileandimmediatelyIdroveushome.Arriving

thereIwentstraighttomyroomandstarted

talkingwithTshepieonWhatsApp.Hehadnt

receivedhisAcceptanceletteryetbutitwas

onlyadayortwoleft,evenforDylanandBK.

TheonlypersonwhogotacceptedwasAntony

andhewasalreadypreparingtoleave.Aftera

whileoftalkingwithTshepieIfinallydecidedto

callBandile.Heansweredonthe4thring.

Me:hey

Him:hi

Histonewasjustsettingoff.

Me:didyouarrivesafely?

Him:yes,I'msorryIshouldhavecalled..

Me:Isentatext

Him:ohw..

Me:areyouok?



Him:yes..

Me:isEnhleok?

Him:yes

Me:yourtone..yousounddifferent..

Him:justwork,nothingIcan'tcontrol

Me:ok,Imissyoualready

Him:metoo

Me:whenareyoucomingback?

Him:I'mnotsure..

Me:ok

Hetookaheavysigh..

Him:Iwillcallyou..

Me:ohwOK

Him:Iloveyousomuch...

Hearinghimsaythatmademyheartjump

becauseofjoy.



Me:IloveyoumoreNdile..

Him:okbye

Me:bye

***********************

AndthatwasthelasttimeIheardfromhim.Its

beenaweekandneverhashebotheredtocall

oreventextme.Itriedcallinghimbutitalways

leadmetovoicemail.Ihavespentsomefew

dayscrying,cryingfortheloveofmylife,forthe

manwhomakesmehappyandithurts.

Schoolhasbeenok,I'mstilllearningtheropes.

ItwasonaThursdayandIwasjustwatching

somemovieorinsteadthemoviewaswatching

mebecausemymindwasjustnotthere.Leah

wasbusyinherroomnapping.Itookmyphone

onelasttimeandcalledhimandasusual

voicemail.Ihadevenwenttotheheightsof

callingQafterIgothisnumberfromLeahbut

healsodidn'tknow.Isenthimatext

again,probablyforhundredthtime.



"Hey,itsmeagain..Ijustwantedtocheckifyou

areok..I'mworriedBandile.Pleasecallme.I

loveyousomuch"

Ipressedsendandjustclosedmyeyestightly

tryingtokeepawaythetears.Iopenedmyeyes

asmyphonestartedringing,Iheldmybreathas

IhelditonlytorealizeitwasAve.

Her:hey

Me:hi

Her:so,youwannahangouttoday?

Me:ummh..todayisn'treallygoodbuttomorrow

I'mgame..

Her:ok,youcan'tbringyourMsI'mbetterthan

all

Ilaughedabit..

Me:ok..

Her:Iwilltextyouthetimeandplace.

Me:ok



Shethenhungup,suchafreesoul,sometimesI

justwishIcanbehappyeverydaylikeother

peoplebutonlyBandilecanmanagebuthe's

nothere.IhavebeenavoidingcallingEnhles

numberbecauseIdontthinktheyletherusea

phone,maybehesbusywithhissisterand

mother,afterallitsafamilymatter..Buttoo

busytosendatext?

Itookadeepbreathtryingtobrushawaythe

negativethoughts.

TherestofthedayIjustsatinfrontoftheTv

stressingabouthim.

MaybeitsbecauseIlovedhimtoomuchandI

havegaveupmuchforthisrelationship.

LaterthatdayIstoodupandwalkedtoLeah's

room,shewasbusysmilingonherphonealone.

Shenoticedmeafterawhile..

Her:hey!hashecalled?

Ishookmyhead..



Her:maybehegotinanaccidentandhegothurt.

Me:I'mworried..

Her:let'scallQagain..

Shetookoutherphoneandcalledhim.He

answeredalmostimmediately..

Him:Leah..

Leah:hey,isBandileback?

Him:no..Ihaven'tseenhimbutI'msurehes

busywithhissister

Leah:thatheforgothehasagirlfriend?

Him:its..-lookits..GodIdontknow..He'ssister

andfamilyaremuchmoreimportantthanakid

girlfriend.

Leah:kid?hedidn'tsaythatwhenhewasfucking

her!

Him:I'msurehefoundsomeonehisage..

Shehungupalmostimmediately.



Her:scumbag!

Me:itsok..I'msurehessisteriskeepinghim

busy..

Her:yeahummhwannagoout?

Me:no..IthinkI'mjustgoingtosleep

Her:areyouok?ohstupidquestion..Let'swatch

amovie..

Me:ummhimtired..Ialsoneedmybeautysleep..

Justthentherewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:Iwillgetit..

Iwalkedtothedoorandtheknobwasalready

turning.Bandilesteppedin,lookingoktome..

Him:hey..

AsmuchasIwasmadIwentandgavehima

tighthug,Icouldfinallybreath.

Me:Iwasworried,Ithoughtsomethingbad

happened.



HeHuggedmealso,buryingmeinhisstrong

arms.Afterawhileheletgo..

Him:wanttocomeovertomyhouse?

Me:ok

IwalkedtoLeah'sroom.

Her:smilealready?ain'twemourningBandile?

Me:I'mgoingovertohishouse..

Her:he'sback?

Inoddedbeaming.

Her:ok,nigganeedssomepunishment..

Me:yeah,Iwillseeyoutomorrow

Her:ok

Iwalkedbacktothesittingroomandwassitted

withhiseyesclosed.

Me:I'mready..

Heopenedhiseyesandstoodup.

Him:let'sgo..



Wewenttohiscarandhedroveustohishouse.

Heseemedabitlost..likehewastroubledor

something.Nowordswereexchangedduring

thewholejourney..

Wefinallyarrivedathishouseandheparked

immediatelygettingoffandcomingtomydoor

andopenedforme.

Igotoffandwewentinsidethehouse.Assoon

aswegotinhepushedmeagainstthedoor

givingonehellifakiss.Hepassionatelykissed

mehard.Itjustdidn'tendatkissing,itended

withhimmakinggentleslowlovetome.Hehas

neverdonethattomeanditmademefeel

specialandloved.Itwasn'tjustsex,itwaslove

makingmixedwithemotionsineverycorner.

Myheadwasonhischestaftercatchingour

breaths.Hestoodupafterawhileandworehis

boxers.

Him:Iwanttotellyousomething..

Isatupright,coveringmyuppernakedbody



withtheblanket.

Me:whatisit?

Him:I...-

HeranhishandinHishairinfrustration.I

startedgettingscared.

Me:iseverythingok?

Him:yeah,justthatIdontloveyouanymore..

Ilaughed..

Me:ok,thatsfunny..babypleasecomesleep..its

late

Hetookadeepbreath.

Him:I'mserious

Me:Bandilepleasecomesleep..

Isaidlyingback.

Him:Idontwanttodothisanymorei'mnogood

foryou,Ishouldletyouleave..

Me:what?



Him:I'mnogoodforyou,youcan'tgivemewhat

Iwant..youarestillababyKris..Ineedsomeone

whocanhandleme..

Ilookedathimfrozen,thiswasn'tajoke

anymore,hewasseriousandIcouldn'thelpthe

tearsthatstungmyeyes.

Me:pleasedont..dontleaveme..Ilove

you..pleasedonthurtme.Whatamidoing

wrong?

Him:nothing..Ijust..I'mnotfeelingthis

anymore..

Me:butyousaidyouloveme

Him:Iknow..Idon'tanymore..

Ilookedathim,hopingtofindsomethingbutit

wasn'tthere.Ilookedup,toavoidcrying..Istood

upandpickedmyclothesfromthefloorand

worethem..

Me:Iwanttogo..

Ifeltused,Ifeltmyheartbreak,Ifeltdirty,small.



Whycan'tIbehappy?likeotherpeople?

Ididn'trealizeIwascryingtillIfelthisarmson

me,IpushedhimawaywiththelastenergyIhad.

Me:why?ifyouneverlovedwhywouldyoulie?

Iwhisperedastearsstreamed..

Me:Iloveyou,pleasedontdothistome.please

dontbreakmyheart.

Iknewastrongstormwascomingmyway,I

couldntdoanythingtostopitanditwasgoing

tokillme!

.

.

.

**ToBeContinued**

Guysit'sshort,Iknow..Iwilltrytoposttomorrow.

IhavemyartworkI'mworkingonanditshould

besubmittedonMonday.Pleasebarewithme.I



lovey'all,pleasekeepthecommentsand

likes....Iloveyouguysbigtime!
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Ilookedathim,clumsilywipingawaymytears.

Thisistheguywhotoldmewewouldfightfor

ourlove,throughthickandthin,theguyIgaveup

myinnocencefor,theguyIcametoschoolin

SouthAfricaforandallinthenameoflovebut

todayhedoesthis?

Me:ok,fine.

IsaidasIwipedthetearsonmyfaceputtingup

asmileofdefeat.

Me:letmegetgoing,there'snothingformehere.



Him:babeit's..-

Me:babe?Thatshiphassunkapparently.

Him:dontbelikethat..

Me:ohw?belikewhatexactly?ifyoudon'twant

todropmehomeIwillcallLeah.

HeheldhisheadasIworemyshoes.Iwalked

outofhisroomgoingdownstairs.Eachstep

mademerealizehowmuchIhadjustcrushed.

ItslikeeverycornerIturntoisjustafailandit

neverseemstostop.BythetimeIgottothe

doorhewastherebehindmeholdingmefrom

behind.

Me:letgo..

Tearswerealreadystreaming,Ijustfeltbroken

beyondrepair.

Me:wasthisyourplan?toscrewmethenleave

me?isthisyourwayofgettingbackatSam?for

yourexwifeorwhateveryoucallher?wellifitis

thenwelldoneBandile..Welldone,braveplan



Him:youknowthatsnottrue..Ilo...shit!

Me:Iwanttogo,letmego..

Him:notinthisstate..

Iopenedthedoorpushinghimaway.Getting

outsideIbumpeduntoMJcausinghimto

almostfall.

Him:ummmhKris?

Inoddedwipingoffmytears.

Him:andsowemeetagainbutwhyareyou

crying?

IlookedatBandilewhowasjuststandingthere

tryingtofigureoutwhatsgoingthenbackatMJ.

SlowlyIshookmyhead.

Me:itsnothing,canyougivemealift?

Bandilechuckled.

Bandile:really?

MJ:ummhGod!I...MrThulaniI,ummhIwassent



withummhthethingforthecompany..Ummh

the..

Bandile:yeah,Stevecalledme.

MJ:yes,youmightwanttolookatthis..

HesaidgivingBandilesomeenvelope.

AshedidthatItextedLeahtocomepickmeup.

MJ:thatsall,haveagooddayMrThulani

MJwalkedtohiscarbutstoppedalongway

andlookedatme.

MJ:stillupforthelift?

Inoddedwalkingtowardshim,Itookonelast

glanceatNdile,hisexpressionwassomethingI

wasn'texpecting,helookedhurt,confused,lost

andforthesecondtimeIcouldseepaininhis

eyes.IlookedawayandgotinMJ'scar.Healso

gotinanddroveoutofBandileshouse.Itfelt

likeIwasleavingaveryimportantpartofme

behind,IblinkedawaymytearsasIlooked

outsidethroughthewindow.



MJ:thenIwaited,andwaited..Waitingforthat

call..Iendedupgivingup,itwaslikeonceupona

time,therewasaguycalledcalledMJwhomet

averybeautifulgirlcalledKris,hegaveKrishis

numberandthestoryended.

Ichuckled..

Me:kelebetsenna(Iforgot)

Him:youhaveaverybeautifulsmile,andyouare

forgettingtoshowit..

Ismiled..

Me:amI?

Him:yes,youlooklessuglywhenyouare

smiling..

Ilaughed..

Me:youaresayingI'mugly?

Him:yousaidit,notme.

Ichuckled..

Him:lifethrowingshitatyou?



Me:yeahanditneverstops,notevenfora

second..sometimesIjustwishtogoinmy

mother'sarms,sleepandneverwakeup

Him:yeah,Iknowhowitfeelstrustme..please

directmewhereyoustay

Me:ok

Istarteddirectinghimhome.

Him:isMrThulaniyourboyfriend?

Inodded..

Him:nooffensebutthatguylookslikeakiller.

Ichuckled..

Me:hejustkilledme..andithurts,ithurtsso

much..aftereverythingIhaveeverdonehe

throwsmelike....

Him:remindsmeofmyexgirlfriendbutthen,I'm

notgoingtosithereandtalkaboutdepressing

issues.How'sschool?

Me:itsok.



Him:good,anddon'tworryitwillgetmuchmore

betterbytime

Me:yeah,nottobenosybutyouworkforBandile?

Him:yes,athiscompany...

Me:butyousaidyouarestillgoingtoschool..

Him:Iam,Ijustjuggleit..

Afterawhilehewasparkedbythegate.

Me:thankyou

Him:anythingforaprettygirllikeyou..

Inoddedsmilingthengotoffhiscar.Iwalked

insideashedroveaway.BythetimeIgottothe

door,openingitIfoundLeahonthedoor.

Her:Iwasabouttocome,Ididn'tseethe

message..

Me:whatifIwasintrouble?

Her:I'mreallysorry,youhavebeencrying?

Me:no



Her:Icanseeit,youreyesarered.Whatdidhe

dothistimearound?

Me:hedoesn'tlovemeanymore..

Her:what?

Me:yeah..letmetakeashower..

Her:youaresmellinghisCologneallover

you...hedumpedyouafterhehadhisway?

Inoddedalreadywalkingtothebathroom.I

filledthetubandjustsatinthesmoothing

water.Maybewearejustnotmearntto

be,maybe..-Ishookmyheadtryingnottoeven

thinkaboutit.Hesaidhelovesme.Forthepast

4monthshesaidhelovedme.Thatcan'tbean

act,4months?Andhehasbeensleepingwith

meforsomemonthsnow,I'msureifhewanted

toleavehewouldhavedonethatafterourfirst

timeofsex.Ifhedidn'tlovemethenwhytell

methingsthatcanleadhimtojail?Ifeltlikehe

ishidingthingsfromme.ThemoreIthought

aboutitthemoreitmadesense.Whywouldhe



introducemetohismomifhedidn'tlove

me?Tohisfamily?Ifhe'sreallyusingmethen

whydidheseemhurt?Ishouldn'thavewalked

away..Ilettearfall.

.

~3WEEKSLATER~

.

Ave:sotomorrow?Yougame?

Me:yeahbutIwillbecomingwithLeah..

Her:itsstillok,aslongasyouarethere..

Me:ok,wewilltalkright?

Weweredonewiththelastlectureroftheday.

Avisstaysatcampussoweseparatewaysat

Varsity.

Ave:Lookatthathottylookingatyou..

Ilookedwhereshewaslookingonlytomeet

MJ'seyes.

Me:he'safriend..



Ave:maybetoyou..butIthinkhewantsmore

thanthat

Me:nohedoesn't..HeknowsIlovesomeone

else..

Ave:youdo?

Me:yes,thingsareabitbumpyrightnowbut

loveconquersallright?

Ave:always..AnywayIwillcallyou

Me:yeah,bye

IwalkedtowardsMJthinkingaboutwhatAve

hadjustsaid.Iknowitsbeen3weeksever

sinceIlastsawNdile,orspokentohim.There

aremanytimesIwouldholdmyphonetocall

himbutIjustchangemymindlastminuteand

waitpatientlyforhim.ThefactthatIstilllove

himmakesmeholduphopethathe'sgoingto

comebackandtellmeeverythinglikehealways

does.Leahhadalreadygivenupandsheeven

thinksthatmaybehereallydoesn'tloveme



consideringhisactions.

Me:hey

Him:hi,donefortheday?

Me:yeahyou?

Him:yes..

Me:waitingforme?

Him:nahwaitingforthisothergirl..whohappens

tobeyou..

Ismiled..

Me:let'sgo..

Him:afteryou..

Iwalkedoutsidewithhimbehindme.

Him:wannagooutfordinnertonight?

Me:God!no..I'mpickingupmybestfriendfrom

theairport.

Him:who?thatgirlyouarealwayswithummh

Leah?



Me:no..myhighschooltillnowbestfriend.

Him:ohw,shesgoingtostaywithyou?

Me:fortonightonly,hehastobeatwits

tomorrowmorning..

Him:he?

Me:yeah,myBestfriendisahe..

Him:wow!

Me:Iknowright..Soimmatakearaincheckon

thatone,maybenexttime..

Him:youarecomingforthebashtomorrow

right?

Me:yes..

Him:ok

Bythenwewerealreadystandingbesidesmy

car.

Me:Iwillseeyoutomorrowthen..

Him:yeah,byeprettyface



Ichuckledgettinginmycaranddriving

away.LeahandIuseourownseparatecars

becauseofdifferenttimetable.Idrove

home,andLeahwasalreadythere.

Me:hey,youstillcomingwithmetotheairport

right?

Her:yes..

Me:letmegotakeaquickshowerthenwecook.

Hisplaneislandingat1815.

Leah:westillhave2hoursIwillstartcooking

Me:yeah..

Iwalkedtothebathroomandtookashower.

AfterbathingIchangedintocomfortable

clothesthenwalkedtothekitchen,Leahwas

busywiththeveggies.

Me:howwasschool?

IsaidasIstartedhelpingherout..

Her:itwasok,andMJ?



Me:whatabouthim?

Her:hehasn'tmadeamoveyet?

Me:whywouldhe?heknowsIlovesomeone

else

Her:someoneelsewhoalwaysmanagesto

makeyoucrywithouteventryingthat

much?someonewhoalwayshurtsyou?Allthe

time..

Me:Ican'tchangehowIfeel

Myphonestartedringing,itwasn'talocal

number.Iansweredafterawhile.

Me:hello?

Thepersonkeptquite.

Me:hello?

CallerID:Kris?

Me:who'sthis?

CallerID:Itsfunnyhowtimeflies,notsolong

agoyouusedtoknowmyvoicelikethebackof



yourhand..

Itookaverydeepbreathbalancingmyselfwith

thekitchenstool.

Me:Venus?

Him:hey,longtime..

Me:yeah..ummhhowareyou?

Him:IfeelmuchbetterthatI'mtalkingtoyou..

Me:howisLondontreatingyou?

Him:itsnotthesamewithoutthepeoplethat

areclosetomyheart..howareyou?

Me:I'mok..I'mfine

Him:I...Imissyou,Istillloveyou..anddont

worry,youdonthavetoanswerthat..

Me:Imissyoutoo,Rugby?

Him:itsok..I'mstillthebestifthatswhatyou

areasking..

Ilaughed..



Me:I'msureyouare..

Him:I'mtellingyou,I'mthecaptain..

Me:Wow!

Him:yeah..Imissedyour5yearoldvoice

Me:whataboutJeremiah?Where'she?

Him:wellhe'sherewithme..

Me:friendshipgoals?

Him:yeah,evenLeahistherewithyou

Me:shegaveyoumynumber?

Him:afteralotofbeggingshedidn'tsoIfound

itonmyown..AnywayIwasthinkingofgiving

youguysaswing..

Me:youwanttocome?

Him:forafewdays..Imissyouthatmuch

Me:ummh..

Him:I'mgoingtocome..eitherway.Ibettergo,I

havealectureinafew.Iloveyou..



Hethenhungup.Slowlyputmyphonedown

andlookedatLeah..

Leah:Venus?

Islowlynodded..

Her:Ididn'tgivehimyournumber,Irefused.

Me:yeah..ummhhesaidhesgoingtocomesee

us.

Her:ohw..

Me:yeah..Idon'thaveagoodfeelingaboutthis..

Her:Idonthaveagoodfeelingaboutthatbash

fortomorrow..

Me:why?

Her:IhavebeengettingclosewithLebo,shetold

mealotofstuffhappensatthoseparties..

Me:IpromisedAveIwillbethere..

Leah:ok..

Me:isLebobeingabused?



Shelookedatme..

Me:thattimeyousaidshe'shidingbruises..

Her:yes,shebrokeupwiththeguythough..

Me:areyousure?

Her:yes,Imadesureofit..

Me:Iseeyouareontopofit..

Her:yes..

Thenaknockeruptedfromthedoor.

Leah:Iwillgetit..

Leahwalkedoutleavingmefinishingup.She

camebackafterawhilewithLebo.

Lebo:Kris

Me:hey

Igaveherabriefhug.

Lebo:somethingissmellingnice..

Leah:itsdinner,wannajoinus?



Lebo:no,I'mmeetingmysistertonight..But

thanks.

Leah:ohwok..

Lebo:youguysstillgoingtothebashtomorrow?

Me:yes,youcancomewith..

Lebo:ok,IguessifI'mwithyounothingwillgo

wrong..

Me:yes!

Lebogiggled..

Lebo:letmegetgoing..

Me:wantalift,weareheadingtotheairport..

Lebo:ok,youwilldropmealongway..

Iswitchedoffthestoves,thenwewalkedoutto

theparkingLott.TheygotinmycarandIdrove.

Lebo:IneverseeyouthatmuchatschoolKris

Me:metoo,matteroffactIneverseeyouatall..

Shelaughed..



Her:yeah,thatshouldchange..

Me:bigtime..

Idroppedheroffalongwaythendrovestraight

totheairport.LeahandIwaitedforTshepieat

thewaitingarea.Hisacceptancelettercame2

weeksagoandallalonghesbeenpreparing.

Me:ohMyGod!thereheis.

Irushedtohimashecamewithhisbagsand

attackedhimwithahug.

Me:Imissedyou..

Him:tlhammalenna(metoo)

Me:I'mgladyouareherenow..

Him:metoo..eventhoughAlexwascrying..

Me:ohw,mypoorsister..

Him:shewillbeok..howhaveyoubeen?

Me:Iwilltellyou,fornowlet'sgo..

Him:Ihopeyoudidn'tcomewithyourScarry



boyfriend..

Ilaughed..

Me:noSir.

Ihelpedhimwithhisbagsandwewalkedback

towhereLeahwasstanding.

Me:umhhTshepiethisisLeahandLeahthisis

Tshepie..

Leah:nicetomeetyou..

Tshepie:likewise..

Me:let'sgo.

Wewalkedtomycardragginghisbagsalong.

Tshepie:thiscaris..wow!

Me:yeah..ekaeGolf7?(where'stheGolf7)

Him:momhadittransportedafewdays

ago..I'msogladI'moutofthathouse..

Me:theystarted?

Him:yes..



Me:thatssad,lifeistooshorttowasteit

fighting..

Him:yeah..

WegotinthecarwithTshepieatthedrivers

seat.

Him:seatbeltsplease.

IstrappedmyselfthenhestarteddrivingasI

gavehimdirections.

Him:Leahyouhavebeenquite..

Leahchuckled..

Her:Idonthaveanythingtosay..

Him:ijo..nnammaIalwayshavesomethingto

say..

Leah:Ihaverealized..

Him:yes,sootswakae?

Me:Englishplease

Him:legoa?wheredoyoucomefromLeah?



Leah:I'mhalfJamaican

Him:ohok..wellI'mfromBotswana..I'mafull

motswanaunlikeKriswho'shalfamericanhalf

motswana..

Leah:ok

Afterawhilehehadparkedinthegarage.

Him:IwishIstayedhere,Itsbeautiful

Me:youarestayingatcampus?

Him:yep..sharingaroombasically..

Me:ok..let'sgetinside.

Wegotoffthecarandwenttothehouse

leavinghisbagsinside.Heonlytooktheclothes

andtoiletrieshewouldneed.Idishedupas

soonashesettled.

Him:thishouseisnice

Me:yeah..

Momentslaterwewerealleating.



Me:DylanandBK?

Him:theycameaweekago

Me:andnobodytoldme..

Him:Capetownislitthattheyforget

friends..Antonyleft..Ithinksitsbeenamonth..

Me:hetoldme..evensentsomefewpics.

Him:andnowitsmyturntosendafewpics.

Me:yes..

Momentslaterwewerewashingthedishes

whileTshepiesatonthekitchencounter.

Him:LeahsoI'msleepingonthecouch?

Leah:yeah.

Him:aowwmma,whycan'tIsleepwithyou?

Leahjustlaughedwalkingout.

Him:soyouandyourboyfriend?

Me:webrokeup..

Him:Amen!



Me:what?

Him:nottomakeyouupsetbutIneverlikedhim.

Me:butIlovehim

Him:Iknow..whathappened?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Idontknow..hejustwokeupandhedidn't

lovemeanymore..

Him:wait..wareng?(whatareyousaying)

Me:hedoesn'tlovemeanymore..

Him:soallthosetripstoseeyouwerefor

what?forfun?

Me:heshidingsomethingfromme,Iknow

it..there'snowayhecanjustsayhedoesn'tlove

me..

Him:Iagreebutyoucanneverknow..

Me:yeah,I'msureyouaretired..Letmegetyou

blankets..



IsaidasIwalkedtomyroomandgothim

blankets.

Me:youwillsleepinthecouch..

Him:ok,thanks

Me:noneed,thatswhatbestfriendsarefor..

Him:yeah..

Iwalkedbacktomyroom,woremypj'sthen

slept.ThenextdayIwokeupabitlatebutI

couldhearthattheTvwason.Ibrushedmy

teethandwashedmyface.AfterthatIwentto

thelivingroomwherehewassleeping.TheTV

wasonwhilehewassleeping,almostthewhole

blanketwasonthefloorandhehadhishandon

hisface.Icouldpossiblyseethetatooonhis

hand.Hediditwhenwewhereinform3,hes

parentswerefightingalotbythen.Tilltodayhe

Blameshisparentsforthattatoo.Andthat's

whenhestartedsmokinganddrinkingalcohol,

goingtoendlesspartiesandmissingschool

sometimes.IsighedasIwalkedtothekitchen



andstartedpreparingbreakfast.Momentslater

hewasalreadyawakeandinsidethekitchen.

Him:morning

Me:sleptwell?

Him:yes..

Me:good,I'mmakingbreakfast..

Him:ok,letmegotakeabath,Ineedtobeat

Varsityby10a.m

Me:ok..bathroomisfirstDoortotheleft

Him:ok

Hethenwalkedout.LeahcamewhenIwas

finishingoff.

Her:hey

Me:hi..

Her:GodI'mHungry..

Me:I'mdone

Her:ok,whatareyourplansfortheday?



Me:Igatnon

Her:let'sgoshopping..

Me:ok..butI'mdroppingTshepieoffaround10.

Her:itsok..

Tshepieemergedagainbutthistimearound

lookingfresh.Hewaswearingablackskin

jean,blackT-shirt,ablackjacket,ablackcapand

finisheditoffwithRedtimberland.

Me:youlookingfresh..

Him:always..anywayitstimeforeatingright?

Me:yes,youguysmayeatwhileIgoshower..

Isaidwalkingout.Itookashowerthen

changedintosomebodyhuggingdress.

BythetimewhenIcamebacktothekitchen

theywerealreadydoneeating.

Leah:eatwhileIbath..

Tshepie:havingonebathroomisaproblem..



Leah:tellmeaboutit..

ShewalkedoutasIate.

Tshepie:howisvarsity?

Me:itsok,I'madjusting..

Him:futureAdvocateKristinThompson

Me:Macverdana,dadhadmysurnamechanged..

Him:ok..

Me:IsawCarltonHamilton

Him:yourcrushsinceform1?

Me:mxm..

Him:I'mjustsaying..Anywaywheredidyousee

him?

Me:orientation..

Him:I'mgoingtotellhimyouhaveacrushon

him..

Me:goahead..itsfunnyhowhesjust27but

haveachievedalotataveryyoungage,Imean



bytheage21hehadalreadywonabigcase..

Him:yeah,andI'msureyoucandobetterthanhe

caneverdo.

Ismiled..

Me:yeah?

Him:yes,Ibelieveinyou..ILikeyourhair

Ihadcurledit.

Me:thanks..

AfterawhileLeahwasdoneandwewere

alreadyleaving.IdroveTshepietowits.After

droppinghimoffLeahandIdrovetosomemall

sotoshop.Basicallyshedidmostofthe

shopping.

Her:howdoIlook?

Shehadtriedonsomeshort.

Me:youarealmostnaked..

Sheraisedhereyebrows..



Me:I'mjuststatingthetruth..

Her:okfine,Iwon'ttakeit.

Afterafewhourswefinallydrovehome.

Me:Ican'tfeelmylegs..

IsaidasIthrewmyselfonthecouch..

Her:itsnormal..letmegoandtryonmyclothes.

Me:ok.

AsshewalkedawayIloggedinonFacebook.

Tshepiehadalreadyuploadedapicture.

#DoctorInTheMaking.

Forthehundredthtimeeversincemeand

Bandilebrokeup,Istalkedhimagain.Tocheck

anynewpostandhehadn'tpostedinawhile.I

putmyphonedownassoonasIdidn'tsee

anythingandIcouldhearmyinnerselflaughing.

ItsfunnyhowIstilllovetheguywhodumped

me.Anhourlaterwehadalreadychangedinto

theclothesweweregoingwith.Iwaswearinga

silkywhiteseethroughtopandareapedjean.



Leah:let'sgo

Me:isLeboready?

Leah:yeah,shesbyherdoor.

Igrabbedmyphoneandsomemoneyincaseof

emergencythenweleft.Avegavemethe

directionstotheplaceandarrivingthereitwas

justabighouse.ThemusicthatIheardfrom

thegatewasenoughtoburstmyears,even

Tontoro'spartiesarenotloudasthisone.

GettinginsideIsawAveassheapproachedus.

Ave:hey,youmadeit..

Shescreamedatthetopofhervoice.

Me:yeah..

Ialsoscreamedbutshemadeanexpression

thatshedidn'thearme.

Sheledusatthebackofthehouseandit

wasn'tthatmuchnoisybuttherewassomefew

couplesmakingout.



Ave:youmadeit..

Me:yeah,itsnoisy,likeitsmorelikeahardcore

partythananormalbash

Ave:yeahsowho'sthis?

Me:ohwthisisLebo,AndLeahasyoualready

knowandguysthisisAve

Lebo:nicetomeetyou..

Ave:likewise..Anywayletsgobackandhave

fun..

Leah:Ihaveabadfeelingonthis

Ave:whyareyoualwaysuptight?

Leah:me?uptight?LookMsPurplehair,youdont

knowshitaboutmesostoptalkingtomelike

I'myourfriendbecauseIain't

Lebochuckled..

Ave:IdontknowyoubutfromwhatIhave

observedforthelastfewweeksyoufittobe

hooker



Me:guysplease,thisisnotwhyI'mherefor..

Leah:takesonetoknowanother

Ave:ohsoyouadmittobeingahooker?

Me:guysplease..jeez!

Aveclickedhertoungeasshewalkedawayand

wefollowedbehindherwithLeahmurmuring

onlywhatshecouldhear.

Wegotinsidethehouse.Itwasbeyondpacked.

Peoplewereineverycorner.Somegirlholding

champagnecametowardsusandLeahand

LebotookwhileAvewenttotheminibar.She

camebackafterawhileholdingaglassof

alcoholandacanofsoftdrink.

Shehandthecanovertomewhileshedrank

thealcohol.MomentslaterIwassittingon

somecouchwhileAvehaddisappearedtoonly

GodKnowswhere,Leahwasbusydancingwith

somedudeandLebohadwenttothetoilet.I

keptmyeyesonLeah,whenshe'sdrunkyou



neverknowwhatshecando.Sheseemedtobe

enjoyingit,eventhoughshekeptstaggering

around.Isawsomedudewalkingtowardsme.

Hewashandsomebutnotmuchthough.There

wasatimewereIthoughtBandilehadthemost

tatoosbutthisguytookanOscarAward.He

cameandsatbesidesmeholding2glassesof

champagne.

Him:whyisabeautifulgirllikeyousittinghere

allalonelookingalldepressed.

Ilookedathimthenmovedmyeyesbackat

Leah.

Him:Vusiyou?

Istillkeptmysilencethathechuckled.

Him:Idontwanttosleepwithyou

Ichuckled..

Him:mostofthegirlsthinksthatwhenaguyis

talkingtoheratsomepartyhewantstofuck..I

don'twanttodothat.MynameisVusiwhat's



yourname?

Me:Olivia

Him:okOlivia,youwantadrink?

Me:no,Ihavemyown

Isaidraisingmycansoheseesit.

Him:notafanofalcohol?

Me:yeah..

Him:ok

Heputtheglassesdown.

Him:sowho'sdead?

Me:huh?

Him:reasonwhyyouseemdepressed..

Ilaughed..

Me:I'mnotdepressed

Him:ok,nowyouarenotbutafewseconds

ago..IcameherewithmyfriendbutIcan'tfind

heranymore..



Me:wellIcanstillseemine,butShe'sdrunk..

Him:thatmomentwhentheygetdrunkandyou

arerequiredtohelpthemtothecar.

Ilaughed..

Me:Ioncegotdrunkbutluckilysomebody

came..

Him:thetimeIgotdrunkIwokeupthenextday

insidethebar.Theyjustleftmetherewitha

noteinmypocket"wetookyourcarandwallet

home"

Ilaughed

Me:sohowdidyougobackhome?

Him:Ihadtopickupcoinsfromthebarwhich

peoplelostandImanagedtocomeupwithat

leastthecabfair

Me:youmusthavebeenconfused..

Him:beyond,itwashorrible..Ilookedlikeastreet

kid.



Me:Icanimagine,heydoyouknowwherethe

toiletsare?

Him:ummhcome

Istoodupandwalkedbehindhim,heledmeto

thisotherroom.

Him:usethisone..

Me:ok

Him:Iwillwaitoutside..

Igotintheroomandwentinsidethetoilet.Idid

mybusiness.WhenIwasabouttogetoutmy

phonerangandsurprisinglyitwasBandile.My

heartskipped.Iansweredafterawhile.

Me:hello

Him:whereareyou?

Me:atsomeparty..

Him:no,whichroomareyouin?

Me:Idon'tknow,whatdoyouwant?



Him:getoutofthererightnow..

Me:wha-

ThedoorcrackedopenandVusicamein

grabbingmyphoneandthrowingitonthefloor.

Me:whattheheck?

Him:comehere..

Hesaidwalkingoutofthebathroom.Myheart

wasnowbeatingfastandIwasstartingtoget

scared..

Ifollowedslowlybehindhim.Whenheturnedto

mehehadawickedgrinonthattwistedmy

intestines.

Him:sowearegoingtoplayniceok?evenifyou

screamnobodyisgoingtohearyoubutifyou

aregoingtomakenoisetomeIwillslap

you.amIclear?

Bythentearswerealreadystreaming

wonderingwhatIhavegottenmyselfinto.



Him:nono,dontcry..itwon'thurtplusyouain't

novirginsoIguaranteeyouwillenjoythisand

afterimdonewithyou,nobodywilleverlove

you.

Hestartedwalkingtowardsmeundoinghisbelt

asItookstepsback.

Him:youcan'trunawaybecauseactuallythere's

noweretorunto.

Me:please..pleaseI'mbeggingyou

Him:soonenoughyouwillbebeggingformy

dick.

Hetookouthisdickandstartedrubbingitback

andforthasheclosedthespacebetweenus.I

tookachancetoruntothebathroomwhen

therewasstillspacebetweenusbuthe

managedtodragmebymyhandandthrewon

thefloorthatItastedbloodinmymouth,myhip

hurtsobadthatIhissedinagonyaspain

escalatedthehip.



Him:Iheardyouaresmart..

Icouldhearmyphoneringfromthebathroom.

ThatmomentIstartedpraying,IknowIdont

usuallypraythatmuch.

Me:God,pleasehavemercyonme..

Him:God?aswewaitforGodIwillbefucking

yousenselessly.

Me:myboyfriendisgoingtogetyou

Him:ok

Hecameandpickedmeupthrowingmeonthe

bedmakingmehurtmyhipmore.Hedragged

myjeansdowntogetherwithmypanties.I

couldn'tfighthim,notwithmyhurthip.

Him:beautiful..

Me:please..

Hecameontopofmegettingbetweenmylegs

andIstartedcryingloud.Thiscouldnthappen.

Him:ifyoustopmakingnoiseIwillbegentle.



Me:I'mbeggingyou..

Ifelthimrubbinghisdickonme,neverhadI

everthoughtsomethinglikethiswouldhappen

tome.BeforehecoulddoanythingIheard

someonebangthedoor.

"Kris"

IknewthatwasBandile.

Me:help!somebodyhelpme!

IscreamedandIheardBandilecursebeforehe

startedbangingthedoorwithsomethingthatI

couldhearitcracklikeitwasgoingtobreak.I

feltmycheekbecomesohotandIrealizedhe

hadslappedme.

Him:youdirtywhore..I'mgoingtokillyou

Hestartedstranglingmemakingmelosemy

breath.Icouldfeelmysoulfightingitswayout

ofmybody.Atlastthedoorburstopenand

Bandilewalkedinholdingagun.Hes

expressiontoldmealot.Vusiletgoofme



makingmestandinfrontofhimwithhim

behindme.

Bandile:I'mnotgoingtodoanythingtoyou,run

whilstyoustillcanbecauseI'mgoingtokillyou

andyourlittlefamily.Bandileputawayhisgun

asVusileftmeandranoutsideleavingmeon

theground.Ibrokeintoaloudcry,Ifeltweak.

Thephysicalpainthatconsumedme,the

emotionalpainfromwithinmademecrumble

upasIfeltlost,feltuseless,Ifeltdirty,sodirty.I

felthisarmsasheembracedme.Iheldonunto

himasIcriedoutoffailure,Ihadfailedmyown

life.

.

.
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There'snothingthatbrokememorethanher

cry.Thistoucheddeepwithinme,Iknew

somehowIwasthecauseofallthis.Ishouldn't

haveleftherinthefirstplace,Ishouldhave

camehereassoonasQinformedmeshesaw

herhereorwhenthepeopleIhadtokeeptabs

inmetoldshecametosomeparty.Ishould

havecameimmediately.Ittookawhiletoget

herquite,totallyquitebuthertearskept

streaming.Imadeherwearherpantiesand

trousers,thenputmyjacketonhershoulders.

Shehadbruisesalloverherbody,especiallyher

neckandherlipswereswollenandbloody.She

couldn'twalkproperlysoIhadtopickherup

carefullynottoexertmorepainonher.

EveryonewasandeverythingwasquitewhenI

gotdownstairswithKrisandSenzeniwas



standinginthemiddleofthehouse.

Senzeni:shealright?

Me:yeah..

Iwalkedoutandwenttomycar.Iplacedher

carefullyatthebackseat.Senzeniwasalready

besidesmycartogetherwithQandLeahand

some2girls.

Q:Leahsaysthisgirlistheonewhobrought

themhere..

Hesaidatsomegirlwithpurplehair.Shehad

tearsalloverherface.

Her:IsweartoGod,Ididn'tdoanythingtoKris,I

didn'tsetherup..shesmyfriend

Leah:friend?Sheslying..

Q:andthisisLebo,ShesalsoafriendIguess..

Me:what'syourname?

Iaskedtheonewithpurplehair..

Her:AvisNdamo



Me:andyou?

IaskedtheLebogirl..

Her:Lebogang

Me:surname?

Beforeshecouldanswerherphonerang.

Her:itsmysister..

Shewalkedawayabitfromus.

Senzeni:whatshouldwedowiththeAvis?

Me:shesnottheenemyhere..

Q:Ithoughtsotoo,thatgirllookslikeNicole..

Me:becauseshe'sNicole'ssister,howareyou

friendswithherLeah?

Leah:wellLebogang?

Me:yes

Leah:shewasbeingabusedbyherboyfriend..

Qchuckled..



Q:abused?

Leahnodded..

Me:findthatmotherfucker,Iwilldealwith

Nicoleinthemeantime.Sometimessheacts

likeshedoesn'tknowmetoowell.

Q:IwillkeepLeahinwatchanddropAvishome.

Leah:IwanttobewithKris,sheneedsme..

Q:youareslightlystilldrunk,andtomorrowyou

willbehavingahangover,youwanttogive

Bandiletoomuchshittodealwith.

Leah:butdropmeattheflatandwhatabout

Kris'scar?

Q:wegotit,wenaotsamayalenna,finishand

Klaar!(youarecomingwithme,endofstory!)

Leah:huh?

IchuckledwhileSenzenilaughed.

Me:I'mgoing..Senzenikeepaneyeon

Lebogang..



Isaidassheapproachedus.Igotinmycarand

Krisseemedtobesleeping.

Idroveusstraighthome.GentlyIpickedherup

andgotinsidethehousewithher,straighttomy

room.CarefullyItookoffherjeansbutshe

flinchedabit.

Me:sorry

Herhipwasswollen,thatasswhorewasgoing

topayforthis,bigtime!BythetimeIhad

slippedherinoneofmyt-shirtshewasawake

withanumbexpression.

Me:sleepnow..

Her:didyoueverloveme?

Me:what?

Her:youneverlovedme,didyou?

Me:Ilovedyouandstilldo..Iloveyouverymuch.

IknowwhatIsaidbutIlied..yourdaddoesn't

wantustobetogether,hehatesthefactyou

couldn'tfindabetterperson,hehatesit



becauseI'mnotclosetobesaintorperfectand

Ineverassociatewithgoodthings..Theonly

goodthingIhaveisyou.

Her:whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:youcan'tbegoingagainstyourfamily,at

leastnotnow..youstillneedthem..

Her:soyousuggestweendthingsforgood?

Me:Idontknow,whatIknowisIloveyou..Ilove

yousomuchbeyondanything..

Shelookedaway.Iknewitwouldendthisway.

EitherwayIknowshesgoingtohatemeifshe

getstoknowtherestofthebadstuffIhave

everdoneorstilldo.Idontcareaboutjailthat

muchbutloosingherisjustgoingtobetheend

ofme.Icanalreadyfeelherslippingawayfrom

me.Thefactthatshesbetteroffwithoutme

stilllingersinmyheaditsjustthatIdontwant

tofaceit.Iknowshedeservesalotmorebetter

thatwhatIcanevergiveherbutIjustdontwant

toadmitit,Ijustdontwanttoadmitthefact



thatIknewfromthestartthatattheenditwas

allgoingtocomebackandbitemeoff.But

becauseforthefirsttimeinmylife,Iletmy

heartdothethinkinginsteadofmybrains.I

tookaquickshower.AfterthatIsummonedmy

personaldoctortocomegiveKrisalook.Bythe

timeshearrivedKriswasalreadysleeping.Iled

hertomyroom.

Me:herhipandlipsareswollen.

Shewalkedtoherandviewedherhipand

mouth.

Her:theswallowingwillgodowneventuallybut

shewon'tbeabletouseherlegforawhileuntil

itgieadown.Asforthemouth,shejustbither

lip.Shewillbeok..giveherthis

Shegavemesomepills.

Her:itsforthepain,andsomeoilstojust

massagethehipabit,nottoomuchbecauseits

painful.



Sheasloinjectedherwithsomething

Her:itsalsoforthepainsothatshecansleep

welltonight.

Me:ok..

Her:thebruiseswillalsoeventuallygoawaybut

ifsomethingtraumatisinghappenedIsuggest

sheseesatherapist,someonetotalktoavoid

Posttraumaticstressdisorder,

Alsocalled,PTSD.Ifsheseesatherapist

sheightavoidcasesofnightmaresor

flashbackswhichcanleadhertobeing

depressed.

Me:ok

Her:thatsall

Me:Isettlethebilltomorrowfirstthinginthe

morning..

Her:ok,haveagoodnight.

Shesaidwalkingout.Iescortedheroutthen



wentbacktomyroom.Islippedintobed

besidesherandheldhertightly.

.

KRIS

.

Wakingup,Ihadamissiveheadache.Thepain

onmyhipwasn'tthatmuch.IrealizedIwas

aloneonthebed.WasItoodirtyforhimto

sleepinthesamebedwithme?Yesterdays

eventskeptrepeatingoverandoveragaininmy

head.Icouldn'tstopit.Tearsmadetheirway

out,alsothere'sBandileontheotherside."Idont

know,whatIknowisIloveyou..Iloveyouso

muchbeyondanything.."

Hedoesn'tevenknowifhewantstobewithme

ornot.Iwipedmytearsashegotintheroom

holdingatrayoffood.

Him:Imadeyoubreakfast..

Heplaceditbesidesme..



Her:howisyourhip?

Me:slightlypainful,Ionlyhaveaheadache.

Him:eatsoIgiveyoumedicine.

IslowlynoddedasIstartedeating,forcingthe

fooddownbecauseIhadnoappetite.Iateabit

sohegivesmemedicine,theheadachewasn't

backingaway,itwascomingmuchmore

strongeronme.

Him:isthatallyouaregoingtoeat?

Me:I'mnothungry..

Him:ok..

hestoodupandwenttooneofthedrawersand

camebackwithpills.Hegaveme2.

Him:take

Idrankthemalmostimmediatelywhilehe

placedthetraydown.

Him:Iwillrunyouabath

Hestoodupandwalkedtothebathroom.Itried



sohardtoignorethepainIfeltdeepwithinbut

itwasjustnotpossible.Istillcouldfeelhim

rubbinghimselfonmeandthefeelingsickened

mewhiletheheadachewasstillthere.Istood

upandsteppedwithonefoot,limpedtowhere

hegotthepillsfromthentookthemout.I

limpedbacktothebedthendrank10of

them,maybethenthepainwouldgo

down,maybeitwasn'tforthepain,Iwantedto

blackout,Iwantedtojustdozeoff,atleastwhen

I'msleepingIdontseehisfaceorhiswords

doesn'trepeatoverandoveragain,whenI'm

sleepingIdonthavetofacethefactthat

Bandilereallydoesn'tloveme,evenifmydad

doesn'twantustobetogetherbutheknewthis

wouldhappen,hetoldmehimselfbutwhydoes

heactsfreshtothis?Didhereallyloveme?I

tooksixmorepillsasIrecalledsomeofVusi's

words."nono,dontcry..itwon'thurtplusyou

ain'tnovirginsoIguaranteeyouwillenjoythis

andafterimdonewithyou,nobodywillever



loveyou."Ichuckledbecausenobodyever

lovedmeeitherway.Venuswaspretendingfor

hissister,whileBandilejust..Idon't

know..wantedtogetbackatSam..Itdidn'ttake

melongtoseetherazorontheheadboard.

QuicklyItookit.Thiswastheonlyway.BeforeI

coulddoanythingheemerged.

Him:whatthefuck?

Ididn'tevenrealizeIwasshaking.

Him:doyouwanttokillme?JesusChristKris!

Hecameandsnatchedtherazorfrommeand

cuthimselfmistakenly.

Him:shit!

Heputtherazorawaythencametome.

Him:Iloveyou!IloveyousomuchKristin,allI'm

sayingisbeingwithmemeansyoudisowning

yourfamily.Isthatwhatyouwant?Idontwant

toloseyou,Ineverwantyoutoleaveme

becauseIloveyousomuchok?Ibrokeupwith



youbecauseyourdadhadorstillhasalotof

shitonme.Imightgotojail,areyoustillgoing

towanttobewithmeafterI'mfoundguiltyfor

murder?Obviouslyyourfamilyisgoingtomake

youhateme.Iloveyoubut...I'mnotgoodfor

you,youdon'tdeservetobestuckwith

me..nothinggoodisonmyname..I'msome

fuckedupshitok?ifyouwanttobewithme,its

ok..I'mwillingtogotojailforus..Idontcare

anymorebutIdontwantyoutohurtbecauseits

goingtokillme!andIknoweitherwayyoustill

goingtohurt..Idon'twantthat,itbreaksmy

heart..I'mnotgoodforyou,youknowit...

Me:butIloveyou

HisT-shirtwasalreadywetwithtears.

Me:Iloveyouonly..

Him:andIloveyoutoo,Iloveyoumorebut

there'sapointwhereyouaregoingtohaveto

chose,chosebetweenmeandyourfamily..then

whatthen?yougoingtochosemeoveryour



family?overyourmom,dad,sisterandbrother?

Me:iftheytrulylovemethentheywon'tmake

mechose,youmakemehappy..yousaidyour

lawyerwillfishyououtifyoueverhavetoget

arrested..

Him:yeahbutIkilledsomeoneandthere's

proof..itwasafewyearsagobutitsstilla

murdercase..ItalkedtomylawyerandIcanget

25yearsor30

Me:Idontwantyoutogotojail...Iwantyouto

stayherewithme,Iwon'tsurvivewithoutyou..

Hehuggedmetightly...

Iwouldn'tsurviveandthisIknew.Whycan'twe

justbe?whycan'tIjustbe?Whydoeseverything

hastobecomplicated?Whycan'tIjustbe

happylikeeveryoneelse.

********************

ImusthavefallenasleepbecauseIwokeupin

bedlyingonBandilesbroadchest.Ilookedat



himandhewassleepingwithhishandwrapped

aroundmywaisttightly.Tobehonestthisguy

hereishandsomeashell.Itrailedmyfingerson

hisface,hishaircutcompletedhim,makinghim

hotter.Hispinklips,hissoftskingivesextra

points.Hewasnakedonhisupperbody,Itook

thatmomenttojustobservehissexybody,with

tatoosallover.Nottooverexaggeratebutheis

sohotandI'msurehecangetwhoeverhe

wantstogetwhenhewantsthem.

Itookoffmyhandoffhimwhichwasnowon

hissixpackandexhaledasIlaybackmyhead

onhischest.

ItsfunnyhowIusedtohatehimwithallmy

heart,howIneverwantedtoseehimbuthereI

amtoday,makinghimmylife.Istillremember

ourfirstkiss,howitwasfilledwithemotions.

Hisletter,himcomingtoAmericajusttoseeme.

Ican'tevenbelieveIdoubtedhisloveforme.I

felthimmovethatImovedmyeyestohim,he

waswakingup.Herubbedmybacksoftlyas



openedhiseyes.

Him:hey

Me:hi

Ismiled,Ihadaplan..allIhadtodoisspeakto

mydad,makehimunderstand..I'msurehe

wouldunderstand.

Him:Imissedthatsmile..

MyfaceflushedadImovedmyeyesfromhim.

Him:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mok..

Him:thedoctorsaidIneedtobuysomeoilssoI

massageyouwiththem..

Me:ohw..

Him:yeahbutIthinkthere'sbiooil..

Hesaidgettingoffbed.Hecamebackaftera

whileholdingasmallbottleofbiooil.

Him:letmemassageyou..



Heremovedtheblanketfrommeexposingmy

thighs.HisT-shirtdidn'tcovermylowerbody.

Heputsomeoilonhishand,thenappliedtomy

legsoftlymassagingintheprocess..Itwasa

bitpainful..

Me:softerplease..

Him:thisismysoftest

Me:youarelying..

Hecontinuedmassagingsoftly..

Him:Ithinkitsbeatyouseeatherapist..

Me:ashrink?I'mnotdepressed..Orstressed..

Him:Iknow,butsothatyouknow..youdont

thinkaboutitanymore..

Me:I'mok..Idon'tneedtoseeashrink..

Him:onesessiononlyisallIask..

Me:Ndile..

Him:please..onlyonesession..Iknowyouare

okbutjustforthesakeofit..



Me:hedidn'tdoanything..

Him:eitherwaypleasebabe,sthandwa

saam...please

Me:onlyonesession

Him:thankyou..

Hekissedmylipssoftlybutbriefly.

Me:youreallygoodatmassage..

Him:Iknowright?IneedtoapplysothatIwork

ataspabutyourjealousasswon'thavethat..

Ilaughed..

Me:me?jealous?Please..

Him:soactingsurprised,youknowyouare

jealous..

Me:noI'mnot..

Him:really?

Me:yes,Ijustlovekeepingwhat'smineon

check..



Helaughed..

Him:Isaywon'tnomore

Me:good..where'sLeah?

Him:withQ

Me:Q?asintheplayerguywhoisn'tinto

commitment?

Him:he'sjustscared,thatsall..

Me:whateveryousay,he'syourfriendafter

all..andLebo?

Him:atherhouse,alsoAve

Me:Ishouldcallthem

Him:no,rightnowitsmytime,ourtimenotyour

Friend's.

Me:ohw,ok..

Him:I'mdonewiththelegnow..

Me:thankyou

Him:Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo..andI'msorryaboutthis

morning..

Him:itsok,donteverdoitagain..

Me:Ipromise..how'sEnhle?Isshestillatthe

whatwhat..

Him:Kris,whenIsayitsourtime,Imeanit'sour

time.notalkingaboutEnhle,yourFriend'sor

yourfamilyorminewhatsoever..Itsourtime,we

talkaboutus,ifitain'taboutusdontsayit..

Ichuckled

Me:ok,sorry

Him:Iwillletitslide..Iwanttomakelovetoyou

rightnowjustsothatIcanhearyoumournmy

name..

HimsayingthatmademeawarehowmuchI

hadmissedhistouch,hislipsonmine.

Me:what'sstoppingyou?

Him:Idontwanttohurtyourleg..



Me:youwillbecareful..

Him:still,butwewilljustcuddle.

HesaidpullingmetohimbutallIwantedthat

momentwashimdeepinsideme.

Hemadememylieontopofhimasherubbed

myback.

Him:I'mluckytohaveyou

Me:I'mtheluckyone,I'mgladyoustillstuckwith

mychildishself..

Him:thatsbecauseIloveyou..

Me:youtatoomynameonyourself..

Hechuckled..

Me:I'mjoking,thatscrazy..Iwon'teven

encourageanyonetodoit..

Him:whatifIalreadyhaveit?

Me:Iwillhaveyoulaseritoff..Idon'twantyouto

dothat..



Him:toolittletoolate..

Me:huh?

Him:nothing..How'sschool?

Me:itsok..thirdweekinschoolisok..

Him:thatsgreat..youshouldkeepitup..

Me:Iplanto..

Him:andIloveyournewhairstyle..

Me:itmakesmeprettyright?

Him:prettier..

Iblushed..

Him:youarereallybeautiful,morethananything

Ihaveevercameacross,youreyesmakesyou

muchmorebeautiful..Nottomentionyoursoft

skinandperfectsexybody..

Hesaidtrailinghishandaroundmybodysoftly

makingmeshiverathistouch.

Him:yoursmallwaist,portableincredible



boobs,yourflattummy,yoursexy

legs..everythingisjustbeautifulnottomention

yourtightpussyandsmallvoice..Justtheway

yousaymynamemakesmehard,thefeelof

yourbodyonmine..

Hehadhishandsonmywaistsoftlysqueezing

ashebithislowerlip.Iwasalreadywetandmy

breathinghadalreadychanged..Iwantedhim

asmuchashewantedme,thehipwillhaveto

understand.Iraisedmyheadthenkissedhis

lipspassionatelyandslowly.Hegroaned

againstmylipsashemovedhishandsinside

theT-shirttomyboobs.Istartedmovingmy

waistslowlyonhisdickandIcouldfeelhim

grow,hemovedhishandsfrommyboobstomy

waistashehelpedmemoveonhim.He

groanedagainashesoftlyflippedmeover

carefullyavoidinghurtingmyhip.

Him:shitbabe,yourLeg!

Hesaidwitharaspyvoiceinmyearsashe



wentforneck.Icouldn'tcontrolthemournsthat

escapedmylips.HetookoffhisT-shirtoff

me,leavingmeonlyinmypantiesbecauseI

wasn'twearingmybra.Hecuppedmyboobsin

hishandswhilehetrailedkissestomypanties.

Hetookoffmypantywithhisteethslowly

makinggigglewithmybreathingraterising.He

exposedmyshavedvaginathenkissedmy

thighsthenslowlyseparatedmylegsand

kissedmyinnerthighsgoingtomyvagina.He

kissedmyvaginathenstartedflickinghis

toungemakingmeloseit.."ohhShit"Isoftly

mutteredashethrusthistoungeinmeand

rubbedmyclitwithhisfinger.Ifeltitbuildup

slowlyandmymournsescalatedasIpushed

hisheaddeeper,thepleasurehitmehard

makingmybodyshakeasIcame.Hemoved

frommyvaginatomylipsandkissedmehard

withhishandsallovermybody.Idontknow

whenhetookoffhissweatpantsbutaftera

whileIfelthimeaseslowlyinmeashishands



wereonmywaistholdingmeinplace.Ifeltall

ofhimdeepinsideme..hestartedmoving

slowlymakingmytoescurl.Hishandswent

backtoboobswhichperfectlyfitinhishand

andkissedthemsoftlybitingme,Ifoundmy

handsinhishair.Adeliciousfeelingwas

buildingupandIcouldfeelitwithevery

thrust."ohahh"ImournedsoftlyasImovedmy

waistmeetinghisthrustinrhythm.Hislips

movedfrommyboobstomylipsandkissed

mehard.Mybodycouldn'ttakeanymore,I

grabbedtheshitsasthepleasurecontinuedto

buildup,Ididn'tknowwhattowithmyself,he

wastakingmetoheightsIneverknewexisted.

Thehardstrongwaveofpleasurehitmehard

thatIhadtoshudder.Hewhisperedmyname

severaltimeswitheachthrust.Icamehard,

vibratingunderhimashekeptonmoving

makingthepleasuregoonashealsocame

aftermegoingdeeperandharderwitheach

thrustuntilhefinallystopped.Hecollapsed



besidesmeaswecaughtourbreath.Thatwas

thebestsexIhaveeverhad.

.

.
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Slowlywewalkeddownstairswithhishandon

mywaistsupportingme.Mylegwasn'tthat

muchpainfulbutbyexertingforceonitIcould

feelthepain.LastlywegottothelaststairandI

couldseeMma'Nyaradzocleaning.

Him:sithereandletmegetyoufood...

Me:iamnothungry..



Him:Iwasn'taskingyou

Hesaidwalkingawayalready.IsighedasIsat

down.Afterawhilehecamebackholdinga

plateandaglassofjuice.

Him:eat..

Hesaidhandingmetheplatetogetherwiththe

juice.

Him:ummhIhavemadeyouanappointment

withatherapist.

Me:Ireallydontseetheneedtoseeashrink

Ndile..

Him:Ithoughtwehavegonethroughthat

alreadyKris..Lookjustonesession..ok?

Ilookeddownonmyplate.Iateabitbecause

honestlyIdidn'thavetheappetite.

Him:isthatallyouaregoingtoeat?

Me:yeah..I'moknow..

Hesighedashestoodupandtooktheplate



backtothekitchen.Ashewenttheremyphone

ranganditwasMJ.

Me:hey

Him:Kris,hey..I'mwithAveandshecan'tstop

crying..Areyouok?

Me:I'mfine..

Him:knowI'mtherejustincaseok?

Me:IwillkeepthatinmindbutwhyisAvecrying?

Him:she'sbeingblamedforyouralmostrape

case,peoplearetauntingheronsocialmedia..

Me:pleasedon'tleavehersight,keepherin

check..

Him:yeah

Me:pleasegiveherthephone..

TherewassilenceforawhilethenafterawhileI

heardsniffing.

Me:Ave?



Her:I'm..I'm..sorry

Me:youdidnothingwrong..

Her:EveryonethinksI...I..setyouup..Iswearon

mymother'sgraveIdidn't..

Me:peoplewillalwaystalkdon'tmindthem..

Her:pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme..

Me:don'tdothistoyourself,please..Idont

Blameyou..

Her:youareagoodpersonKris,I'mactuallyglad

Imetyou..mywholelifeIcanconfidentlysay

youarethehighlightofmy20yearsinthis

world..

Me:I'mgladyoufeelthatway,nowstopblaming

yourself..

Her:ok,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo,takecareofyourself..Iwill

seeyouontomorrow..

Her:ok



Ithenhungup,Bandilewasalreadyback.

Him:whowasthat?

Me:Ave,myfriend..Weweretogetheratthe

partyyesterday..

Him:theonewhoencouragedyoutothatparty?

Me:shedidn'tdoanythingwrong,thatsick...God

hejusttookadvantage..She'snottoblame

Him:nottoupsetyoubutIthinkyouneedto

chooseyourfriendswisely..

Me:NdileAvedidn'tdoanything..

Him:Iknow,I'mjustsaying..

Me:ok

Him:let'sgo..

Hehelpedmestandupandwewalkedtohis

car.Hedroveustothisbigbuilding.

Me:what'sthisplace?

Him:hospital..



Isankbackontheseat.

Him:itwon'ttakelong..come

Hesaidopeningthedoorforme.ReluctantlyI

gotoffthecar,momentslaterwewerewalking

tosomeoffice.Westoppedbythedoorwritten,

DrMalebogo,heknocked.

Me:Idon'tlikethis

Him:Iknow..

Iheardavoicegiveoutaninstructforusto

comein.Heopenedthedoorandletmegetin

firstthenfollowedbehindme.

Iwaswelcomedbysomelady'sbigsmileand

guessshesthedoctor.

Her:MrThulani

Shesaidstandingup.

Ndile:Dr,pleasemeetmywife,Krisandbabe

thisisDrMalebogo..

Her:nicetofinallymeether,sobeautiful..



Ndile:yeahummhifyouneedanythingbabe..I'm

aphonecallawayok?

Inodded,hekissedmycheekbeforeleavingme

withthetherapist.Shewasstillsmilingatme

butallthatwasinmymindwas,isshealso

Bandilestherapist?

.

BANDILE

.

Iwalkedoutofthehospitalandwentstraightto

mycar.IdrovetoQ'shouse,hehadtextedme

earlyinthemorningtellingmewehavetomeet

up.Iparkedbyhisgatethenwalkedin.I

knockedacoupleoftimesbeforehissister,

Kimberly,openedthedoor.Shelookedrather

shockedtoseemethatsheblinkedacoupleof

times.

Her:Andile

Me:hey,wowyoulookgrown..



Shelaughed..

Her:youwerenotexpectingmetostayyoung

foreverwereyou?

Me:obviouslynot..howisschool?

Her:ummhschoolisok..I'mjustgladthismy

lastyearinhighschool

Me:yeah..isQin?

Her:ummhyeah..ummhcomein

ShecreatedspaceformeandIgotin.Iknew

Kimsinceshewas12,Ialwaysknewshehada

sillyteencrushonmeandIguessitsstillthere.

IwalkedinsideandQemerged.

Him:Bandile

Me:yeah

Helookedathissisterthenbackatme..

Kim:ummhok,Iwillseeyoulater..byeAndile

Shegrabbedherbagandwalkedout.



Him:Iwishthisstupidcrushwouldendalready!

Me:dontsweatit,itwillblowoversoonenough..

Him:mxm..anywayIcalledyoubecauseIheard

atalkoutthere..

Me:atalk?

Him:yeah..thepoliceareafteryourass

Me:Ifigured..

Him:yeah..andthenextstopfromyourhouseis

thewarehouse..Yourwarehouse.

Me:obviously,Iwillgetontopofthatone..

Him:someoneisafteryourass,andsomething

tellsmetheywon'tstoptilltheygetyou

Me:Iknow,it'sTaylorobviouslyandit'sbecause

ofSamuel..

Him:hewon'tstopifyoustillhavehissister

screamingyourname..

Me:Iknow..ButI'mstillgoingtohaveher

screammyname..Aslongasshehasmy



heart..Idon'tthinkI'mlettinghergo..

Him:andthemurdershit?

Me:ifIcanhackwhynothackTaylor?

Him:yeah...goodluck,youwillneedit..

Me:yeah,where'sLeah?

Him:sleeping..

Me:ok,letmebounce

Iwalkedoutofhishouseanddrovehome,Kris's

sessionwasgoingtotakeanhoursoIwas

goingtohavetopickherupthen.

ArrivinghomeIsawmom'scarparkedandI

knewshewashere.Ifeltmyangerriseupwith

eachsecond.Isatinmycartryingtogathermy

cool.AfterawhileIwalkedinsidethehouse

andIheardvoices.Mma'Nyarawasobviously

stillhere.Iwalkedtothekitchenwerethe

voiceswerecomingfrom.ThemomentIgotin

theywentsilent.ShelookedatmeandIfelther

presencesuffocateme,Icouldn'tstandher.



Mma'Nyara:letmegetgoing..UmmhBandile

I'mstillgoingtoZimbabwenextweek..Itoldyou

lastmonth..

Me:yeahit'sok..Iwillmanagetillyoucomeback

Mma'Nyara:ok,ummhIwillseeyouIvy

Mom:yes,haveasafetrip..

AfterawhileMma'Nyarawasgone.Ilookedat

hertryingtounderstandwhy..

Me:why?

Mom:whenyourdaddied,thingswerehard

Andile,wedidn'thaveanythingsoyourfather's

brother,Desmond,offeredaplaceforustostay

becauseyourfather'sfamilywasgoingtothrow

usinthestreetswithnothing.Inplaceforusto

stayDesmondhadonerequestanditwasthatI

marryhimandbecomehissecondwife.I

refusedbutstillheGaveusaplacetostay.You

were10bythenandEnhlewas7.Forayear

everythingwasokandIstartedworkingat



Desmond'sshop.Hegavemeajobatoneof

hisshopandhe'swifewasn'thappyatall..I'm

sureyoustillrememberhowRebeccausedto

treatyou..themoneyIearnedfromtheshopI

usedittobuyfoodforyouguysincase

Rebeccadecidedotherwise.Desmondthenone

daytoldmetomanagetheshopthatday..the

wholedaythereandthatswhenIneversawyou

guysalot.Iagreedbecauseweneededthe

moneyandIcouldn'tlivewithRebeccaanymore.

WorkingthewholedaywasariskbecauseI

knewmaybeRebeccawillmistreatEnhlewhile

I'mnotthereandyoualsowhenyoucomeback

fromschoolsoforawhileIusedtotakeEnhle

withandyoustillrememberafterschoolyou

wouldcometotheshop.Iwastryingtomakea

livingforyouguys,yourneedsweresupposedto

befulfilledbymebecauseRebeccaneverliked

ussosheinfluencedherhusband,Desmond,to

stopwithyourneeds.Asweeks

passed,Desmondtoldmethathetalkedtohis



wifeandshewillstarttreatingyouguyswith

love,IbelievedhimsoIstartedleavingEnhle

behind.ThefirstdayIlefther,whenIcameback

shewassosick,andwassleeping.Rebeccatold

meshefelldownandhurtherselfandwhenI

askedEnhlewhathappenedshealsotoldme

shefell.Daysandweekspassedandeverytime

Icamebackfromtheshopmybabywillbe

sleeping..Shestoppeddoingthethingsshe

loveddoing,neverplayedaroundthatmuch..

OnedayIcamebackalittleearlyandIfound

Desmond...He...hewaspleasuringhimselfwith

mydaughter,My8yearoldbaby.Igotangry

thentoldhimIwasgoingtoreporthimand

he..he..toldmehewouldtakeeverythingaway

fromme,andIwouldbeleftwithnothing..Even

thekids..hetoldmehewouldgetthefamily

takeyouguysawayfrommebutIdidn'tcare,I

stillwenttothepolicestation,reportedhimbut

theydidn'tbelieveme,Desmondwasthemost

respectedmaninthecommunity..Theydidn't



believeme..Desmondeventoldthewhole

communitythatI'mhavingmyboyfriendrape

mychildren...Thingsturnedbad,Icouldn'tgo

anywherewithoutbeinginsultedorwithouta

stonebeingthrownatme..hefiredmeandI

didn'tcare..ItoldhimIwasgoingawayandI

wasgoingtotakeyouguyswithandthatswhen

hestabbedmeandyouguysweretoldthatIt

wassomeonefromthecrowd..RememberI

wasalwaysinhospitalbecausethewound

wouldn'theal..Therestoftheyearendedwhile

movingbetweenthehospitalandhome.When

Enhlewas8,andyouwere11,yougotinafight

andhurtsomekid..Thechildwashospitalized

andthehospitalbillsawaitedme..Ihadtopay

forthemandIdidn'thavemoney,Ihadawound

thatwouldn'thealsoyouruncleofferedtopay

andinreturntosleepwithEnhle..Itoldhimhe

canalwaysgoformebuthe...herefused..He

wantedherandhewouldtiemeupeveryday

andrapemychildinfrontofmewhenshe



conesbackfromschoolorsometimesshe

wouldmissschoolbecausethepainis

unbearable.Rebeccaknew,sheknewbutshe

didn'tdoanything..NomatterhowItoldthe

policetheydidn'tbelieveme..Whenshewas

10,Idecideditwasenough,enoughofmychild

beenrappedeverday,enoughofmychildbeing

physicallyandbeingemotionally

abused,enoughofmebeingbeatentoapulp

everyday,enoughofyouworkingattheshop

missingsomedaysatschool..Thatwasn'tthe

lifeIwantedforEnhleorforyousooneday

whenyoubothwereatschoolIstabbedhimin

hissleepbuthedidn'tdie...Rebeccacameback

earlierthanexpectedsoIhadtorunaway..

Afteraweekinhospitalhecamebackhome

andhewantedtokillme..Hewasgoingtokill

mebutthat'swhenEnhlestabbedhimtodeath

finally..wewerealoneathomeandEnhlehad

justcomefromschool.Shestabbedhimmillion

times..shewasn'ttheEnhleIknew...shewasn't



it.Momentslatersheactedallnew,likeshe

didn'tknowwhathappened...I'msorry..Ishould

havewalkedawaythefirsttime,I'msorryI

couldn'tbethemotherIwassupposedtobe,I'm

sorryIcouldn'tgiveyouthelifeyoudeserved..

Shewasnowonherkneescrying,Icouldn't

helpmyowntears..Iwentupstairsleavingher

thereandlockedmyselfinside.."fuck!"I

screamed.

.

KRIS

.

TalkingtoDrMalebogoreallyhelpedImustsay.

Ihaddoubtsatfirstbuttalkingreallylifteda

burdenoffme.AfteranhourorsoIwalkedout

ofheroffice.IwalkedoutsidecallingBandile

buthedidn'tanswer.BythetimeIgotoutsideI

couldn'tspothiscaranywhere,andsoIcalled

himagainanditjustrang.Ilefthimavoicemail.

ForaboutanhourIwaitedforhim,buthedidn't



showup.ItwasgettingabitlatesoItriedto

callhimagain..andagainandagainbuthestill

didn'tpickup.Ididn'twanttostressLeahsoI

rathercalledMJ.Hedidn'ttakelongtoanswer..

Him:hey

Me:hi,areyoustillwithAve?

Him:yeah,whatdidyouwant?

Me:uhhnothing..Justwantedtocheckupon

youandAve

Him:ohw,noshesok..Tryingbyallmeansto

keepnegativeenergyawayfromher..

Me:thatsgood,pleasekeephersafe..

Him:Iwill,anywayhowareyou?

Me:me?I'mok..allgood..awesome!

Him:ok..

Me:yeahbye

WiththatIhungup.Isatthere,evenmyanger

startedcoolingdown.Ijustsattherealllost..



Isatdownonthebenchwithmyheadbetween

mylegs.

"Waitingforsomeone?"Avoicesaidmakingme

turn.Itwassomegirlwholookedabityounger

thanme.

Me:yeah

Her:canIsit?

Me:ofcause..

Shesatdownbesidesme..

Her:I'mKhanye

Me:Kris

Her:thepersonisrunninglate?

Me:yes..

Shechuckled..

Her:metoo..

Wesatinsilenceforawhilethere,mymind

wasn'teventhere..allIIwasthinkingwas



Bandile..washeokordidheforgetme?Ididn't

wanttostressLeahbutitwasreallygettinglate.

Khanye:ohwmybrotherishere..

Shesaidstandingup..Somecarparkedafew

metersfromus.

Her:youcancomewithKris..

Me:no,itsok..Iwilljustcallmyfriend..

Her:areyousure?wedontbite..

Me:noitsok,really..

Her:ok,itwasnicetomeetyou

Me:likewise..

Andthenshegotinthecarandofftheywent.I

triedBandilesnumberagain,thisaroundhe

answeredbuthetookhistime..

Him:shitbabe!I'mcoming..

Ijusthungupandclosedmyeyestakingadeep

breath...TightlyIshutthem...



Afterawhilemyphonerang,thistimeitwas

Leah..

Her:hey

Me:bae

Her:howareyou?

Me:I'mokyou?

Her:I'mgood..I'mwithQ..

Me:youguysare...

Her:no,he'srefusingtoletmegohomebecause

wellapparentlyitsnotsafe..andI'mstuckwith

hissnobbishsister..

Ichuckled..

Me:imsorry..

Her:itsok...youarewithBandile?

Me:no,heleftmeatsomehospitalsomehours

agoandI'mstillthere,waitingforhim

Her:what?



Me:yeah,sometimeshe'sactionsmakesme

wonder..

Her:whattheheck?howcanhedothat?

BythenIsawhiscarcomingtowardsme,I

stoodup.

Me:he'shere,Iwillcallyou..

Her:ok

Ithenhungupandwalkedtohiscarwhichwas

alreadyparkedafewfeetfromme.Immediately

Igotinsidehestartedwiththeapologies..

Him:I'mreallysorry..I'mreallyreallysorry...

Somethingwasup,Icouldfeelit..Hisvoicesold

him,nottomentionhisreddisheyes.

Me:areyouok?

Him:yeah..I'mreallysorry,Idontknowhowit

slippedmind..

Me:don'tdothat,talktome..

Him:itsnothing,justgotdelayedsomewhere



Me:whydoyoulikepushingmeaway?Iwantto

bethereforyou..whycan'tyoujustletme..Ilove

youandIwanttoshareyourpainwithyou..dont

pushmeawayNdile,pleaseletmein,letmebe

thereforyou..

.

.
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.

MybiggestwishonearthisBandileopeningup

tome,Igetthatmaybehe'snottheemotional

guy,orthatsomeonewho'sopenuponhow

theyfeeloncertaintimesandatfirstmaybeI



didn'tcarewhetherhe'semotionalor

not..whetherhetellsmewhathefeelsornot..It

didn'toccurtomattertomebutnowthatwe

havebeentogetherforsometimeitstings.The

factthatheshutsmeoutcompletelywhenever

heneedsemotionalsupportbreaksmyheart,it

alwaysfeellikeI'mjustsometypicalgirltohim,

notthegirlheloves.Heneverlet'smein,andit

hurts..Hedrovetohishouse,intotalsilence.I

lookedoutsidethroughthewindowasIstuckin

myheadsetsinmyearsblockingeverythingand

justlistenedtothesongthatsoftlyplayed

makingmeblinkawaymytears.

" Yougavemyshirtback

Idon'treallygetthemeaning

It'slikeyou'regivingupbeforeitall

goeswrong

I'vebeentoldbutIdon'treallylikethe



feeling

I'vebeenaway,I'vebeenawaytoolong

I,I,Iwannagowhereveryouare

I,I,Iwannabewhereveryouare

I,I,Iwannaseewhateveryouare

Yousaylove'safragilething

Madeofglass

ButIthink

Yourheartisamuscle

Yourheartisamuscle

Yougottaworkitout

Makeitstronger

Tryformejustalittlelonger

Yourheartisamuscle

Yourheartisamuscle

It'stimeslikethisyoumustrecall,



Yourheartisamuscle

It'stimeslikethisyoumustrecall,

Yourheartisamuscle

IfIcouldturnthisplanearound

I'dflytowhereyouarerightnow

Writeyournameintothesky

Hopethatit'lllightupyoureyes "

Ididn'tevenrealizewehadarriveduntilhe

gentlypatmyshoulder.ImmediatelyIgotoff

hiscarwithoutgivinghimthechancetoopen

thedoorforme.GettinginsidehishouseIwas

welcomedbyaaromaoffoodthatmademe

realizehowmuchhungryIwas.Ilookedbackat

Bandile..

Him:mymomishere

Me:ohw..

Ivysteppedoutfromthekitchenholdingadish

towel.Shesmiled..



Her:Kris!hi

Me:hi,howareyou?

Isaidwalkinguptoherandgivingherabrief

hug.

Her:I'mok,you?

Me:I'mfine..

Her:ohw,good...dinnerisready..

Shesmiledmotioningustogo

tothekitchen..Ifollowedhertothekitchenand

satononeifthestoolsasshedished.Bandile

didn'tfollowus.

Her:sohow'sschool?

Me:schoolisok,I'madjusting

Her:thatsgreat

Shegavememyfood.Westartedeatingintotal

silenceandBandiledidn'tevencometoeat.

Eachsecondhedidn'tcomeIkeptonlosingmy

appetite.



Ivy:what'swrong?youhaven'teatenthatmuch..

Me:I'mjustnotthatmuchhungry..

Her:isit?what'swrong?

Itookadeepbreathtryingtorackmyemotions

inorder..

Me:itsnothing,seriously..

Her:IknowI'mnotyourmother,butIcansee

thepaininyoureyes...andI'mtakingituponme

tobeyourmotherthismoment..What'swrong?

Me:Ijust...he..God!

Itookadeepbreath..

Her:whatiswrong?

Me:he'sshuttingmeout..Iknowsomethingis

wrongbuthewon'tletmein...anditsalways

likethat..healwayspushesmeawayandit

hurts..

Her:Bandilehasalwaysbeenthatperson,thats

whathedoes..Sincebirth



Me:ifhedoesn'tneedme,orwantmethen

maybeIshouldleave,itfeelslikeI'mforcing

myselfintohim..itfeelslikeI'minaonesided

relationship

Her:no..givehimtime..Hewilllearnhowto

openup..

Me:yeah..

Her:pleasedon'tleavehim..youaretheonly

thingthatskeepinghimsanerightnow..ifit

wasn'tforyouI'msurehewouldhave

done..somethingbadalready..

Me:what'shappening?Whyishelikethistoday?

Her:hewilltellyouwhenhe'sready..

Inoddedstandingup.

Me:ok

Itookmyplatetothesink...

Her:don'tbotherwashingthedishes..

Me:noit'sok



Her:no,seriously..Gotosleep..itslate

Me:ok,goodnight

Islowlymademywaytohisroom,thinking

aboutmynextmove..Irecalledtheletterhe

wroteforme..hesaidhe'snotgoodatthisbut

whywon'theeventry?Iwalkedinhisroomand

hewassittingatthefarcornerofhisroom

smoking..Thesmellfilledthewholeroomandit

didn'tseemtobotherhim.Iwalkedtothe

bathroomandlookedatmyreflectiononthe

mirror..

MaybeI'mnotfightingenoughforhim.Itooka

deepbreathbeforewalkingoutofthebathroom.

Istoodleaningonthebathroomglassdoor

lookingathim.Afewmomentsidraggedmy

feettohimandtheyfeltheavywitheachstepI

took,Itriedbyallmeanstojustcalmdown.Isat

besideshimnotsayinganything..Forawhile

theresilenceengulfed,heseemedlockedupin

hisownthoughts.Forsomeonewhoalways



muskhisfeelingstodayIcouldseehewas

hurtingnodoubt.AndIdidn'tevenknowhowto

helphim,orwhattoevensay..Wewereso

closeyetsofar..

Me:Ihateseeingyoulikethis..Itbreaksmy

heart..andIwanttobethereforyoubutyou

keeponpushingmeaway.Itslikeyoudont

needme..likeyoudontwantmeandI'mjust

thatsick19yearoldwhokeepsforcingherself

intoyou..ifyouwantme..

IinhaledadeepbreathrealizingwhatIwas

saying,maybeitsforthebestbecausethis

emotionalrollercoasterhemakesmego

throughhurtsmealot.Earlierwewereokbut

nowit'sanotherstory..Itslikewetake2steps

forwardand6stepsbackwardseverytime.

Me:itsokifyouwantmetoleave..ifthatswhat

youwantIwillleave,thisemotionalrollercoaster

hurtsmeeverytime.Onemomentyouwantme

andthenextyoudont..Ithurts..



Istoodupwithoutevenglancingathimthen

wentstraighttothebathroom.Itookashower

asmytearsstreameddown.Maybewearejust

notmearnttobe.AfterbathingIwipedmywet

bodyandwalkedbacktohisroom.Iwenttohis

closetandtookoneofhisshirtsandworeit,he

wasn'tintheroomanymore.Afterslippinginto

hisshirtIcrawledintotheblanketsthatwere

filledwithhisCologne.Everythingsmelthim,I

heldtheblanketstightlysmellinghimallover

themastearsstreamed.AfterawhileIheard

thedooropenandquicklyIclosedmyeyes

wipingmytearsoffwithhisblanket.Ifelthis

weightonthebedashegotin.He'sbody

againstminealwaysgavemethatshiver.He

broughtmybodymuchclosertohisbutIhad

mybackagainsthim.

Him:I'msorry..

Hewhisperedsoftlyinmyears.

Him:I'mreallysorry..



Me:what'swrong?

Him:just...myupbringingwasn'tthatmuchfun

likeotherpeople'supbringing..Enhlesuffered

mostofit,togetherwithmom..andIrealizedI

wasn'tthereforthem..

Me:youwerestillyoung..

Him:still..Enhleismysmallsister..Ishouldhave

protectedher..andIfailed..Todayshes...things

willneverbethesameforher..

Me:youcan'tchangewhathappenedinthe

past,butyoucanstillchangethefuture..

Him:whatdidIdotodeserveyou?

Me:youlovedme..thatswhatyoudidandIlove

youtoo..Pleasedontshutmeout

Isaidturningtofacehim.

Him:Iwilltrynotto..howwasthetherapy

session?

Me:betterthanIthought..



Him:thatsgood,andhow'syourhip?

Me:muchbetter..

Hetrailedhishandtomyhip..

Him:thatsgood..whendoesyourfirstlesson

starttomorrow?

Me:10

Him:ok,Ithinkyoushouldhavesomeofyour

clotheshere..

Me:yeah..didyoueat?

Him:yes

Me:areyoulying?

Hechuckled..

Him:noI'mnot..

Me:youarelying,youdidn'teat..letmegowarm

yourfood..

Him:Kris!

Istoodup..



Me:I'mcomingwithyourfood

Isaidwalkingoutofhisroom.

.

BANDILE

.

Itookaheavysighasshewalkedout.Ican't

affordtoloseher,atleastnotnow.Itookmy

phoneandcalledthepsychiatrywereEnhlewas.

Somefemaleanswered..

Her:hello,thisis..-

Icuthershort..

Me:hi,canIpleasespeaktooneofyourpatients?

Her:ummhgoodeveningSir,whichpatient?

Me:MbalienhleThulani,I'mherbrother..

Her:what'syourname?

Me:BandileThulani

Her:MrThulani,mostlythistimethepatients



wouldhavegonetosleep,soIsuggestyoucall

tomorrow..

Me:please,Iwillbequick.

Her:ok,holdon..Iwilldirectyourcall..butfirstI

needtolettheguardsknowshehastotalkto

someone

Me:ok

Iheldmyphonewaiting...afterawhileIheard

hervoice..

Her:hello?

Me:hey

Her:Andile..

Me:howareyou?

Her:thedoctorsaysI'mgettingthere..soon

enoughIwillbemeagain..

Me:thatsnice

Her:yeah..Ican'twaittogobacktoschool..



Me:Ican'twaituntilyouareoutifthere..

Her:yeah..youarethebest..

Me:ok..lookIwillcallagaintomorrow..

Her:ok,nexttimeyoucomepleaseconewith

Kris..

Me:Iwilltry..Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo..

Ithenhungup,Ifeltmuchbetterafterspeaking

toher.IcalledSenzeniafterIdroppedhercall.

Heansweredafterawhile..

Me:warehouseinorder?

Him:yeah..theywon'tfindanything

Me:good..everythingisinordertheywon'thave

anythingagainstme

Him:yeah..butNicole..

Me:keepherthere,shesstillgoingtopay

Him:settinganexample



Me:yeah,itshouldbeloudandcleartoanyone

whowillgonearKrisagain

Him:yeah

Me:okbye

IhungupasKriswalkedinholdingatray.She

placedthefoodbesides..

Her:noweat..

Me:feedme

Her:what?

Me:feedme

Herfaceflushed..

Her:justeat!

Me:I'mnotgoingtoeatifyoudontfeedme..

Her:Bandile..

Me:I'msleeping..

Her:okfine..

Shelookedshy,withashakinghandshe



broughtthespoonfulloffoodtomymouth.I

lookedather,lovinghownervousshewasthat

sheevenlookedcute.

Her:eat

Iatelookingather.Shetookhereyesoffme..

Me:weshoulddothiseveryday..

Her:youareoutofit..

Me:seriously..

Shecontinuedfeedingmeavoidingeyecontact

byallmeans.Ifitwasn'tforher,Godknows

whatIwouldhavedone.AuntRebeccaisstill

there,andshehasadaughter,Tina,andGod

KnowsI'mgoingtomakeherregret..shewon't

knowwhathither.

Afewhourslatershewassleepingpeacefullyin

myarms.Herlipswereslightlyparted..She

lookedsobeautiful,andIwasjustluckytohave

her,loosingherwasoutofthequestion..Iheard

hermumblingsomething..Ilistenedcarefully



butforawhileshewassilent."Ndile"shesoftly

saidagaininhersleep.MyheartbeatfastasI

heardhersaymynameinhersleep.Iheldher

tightlyclosetome.ThenextmorningIwokeup

andshewasstillinmyarms.SlowlyIletgoof

herandwentdownstairs.AftertheshitIhave

beenputtingherthroughshedeservesatreat.I

wenttothekitchen,momwasStillnotawake.

AsIstartedcookingIheardaknock.Iwentto

thedoorandsurprisinglyLebogangstoodthere

onmydoorstep.

Her:where'sshe?

Me:nogreetings?

Her:wheretheheckissheBandile?

Me:where'swho?Idontknowyou

Her:Nicole..Where'sshe?

Me:Idontknow,howwouldIknow?

Her:please...pleasedonthurther..

WhenIwasstillinarelationshipwithNicolethe



onlypersonImetwashermother,asforher

sistersheonlyshowedmeonherphone.

Me:keepyourselfsafe..

Her:wearereallysorry..Iwilldoanything,please

Shewentdownonherknees

Me:stayawayfromKris..Simple

Her:whataboutmysister?

Me:dontworry..

Isaidclosingthedoor.ThemomentIwalked

backKriswasstandingtherelookingatme.

Her:whowasthat?

Me:someonewho'slost,I'mmakingbreakfast..

Isaidasiwalkedtothekitchenandshe

followedbehindme.

Her:ok..

ShesatonthestoolasIcooked.AfterIwas

doneIgaveherthefood.



Her:thistastesnice

Me:whatcanIsay..I'mgood.

Shelaughed..

Her:ok..

Sheatefrowning..

Me:what'swrong?

Her:withwhat?

Me:youarefrowning..

Her:I'mscared...

Me:scaredofwhat?

Her:school..peopleknowwhathappened..

Me:so?lookitdoesn'tmatter,bytheway..you

werethevictimandtherewasnowhereyour

namewasmentioned..Peopledontknow

you,onlyAve

Her:I'msogladMJisthereforher...

Me:MJ?



Her:afriend..

Me:ok

Herphonevibrated,shetookitandstarted

smilingalonewiththephone.Momthen

emerged..

Mom:morning

Me:morning..

Krisputherphoneaway

Kris:morningmma

MomsatdownasIdishedupforher.

Kris:letmegobath..

Shesaidstandingup..

Mom:ok

Shewentupstairs..

Mom:howdidyousleep?

Me:okyou?

Mom:ok..IknowI'mnotyourfavouriteperson



rightnowsoI'mgoingback

Me:no..pleasestay..I'msorryaboutwhatIsaid,I

wasjustangry..Iloveyou

Mom:Iloveyoutoobaby..

Shesaidgettingoffthestoolandhuggingme.

Mom:isKrisnotgoingtoschooltoday?

Me:sheis...herfirstlessonstartsabitlate..

Mom:ohw..shesagoodgirl..youshouldmarry

her,shestheoneforyou

Me:yes,Iloveher

Mom:Iknowthatswhyyoushouldkeepher..

Me:Iwill,letmegocheckonher..

Isaidwalkingupstairstomyroom.

ThefactthatIlovehersomuchmakesme

thinkthatifithappensthatIcan'thaveherin

thefuture,nooneelsewillbecauseIhave

investedmyheartintoher,shegotmehooked

andIdontthinkIwillevergetunhooked,Iwill



killforher..

.

KRIS

.

AsIwastakingtheshowerIfelthishandson

waistbringingmeclosertohimuntilIcouldfeel

himonmyass.

Me:NdileIdontwanttobelateat

school,rememberyouhavetodropmehomeso

Ichangeintonewclothes

Him:wewillpassbythemallandbuynew

clothes..

Hesaidashesoftlykissedmyneck.Itiltedmy

neckgivinghimbetteraccess..Heslowly

massagedmyboobsthenturnedmearound

andmyhandshunginhisshoulderspullinghim

inforakiss.MomentslaterIhadmylegs

wrappedinhiswaistwithhimgoinginandout

ofmemakinglosemybreath.



****************

Itookadeepbreathashepulledatthe

university.

Him:ifitbecomestoomuchjustcallmeok?

Inoddedrepeatedlynottrustingmyvoicethat

much.

Hebroughtmyfaceclosertohisthengently

kissedmylips.."Iloveyou"hemutteredin

betweenthekiss.

Hepulledoutbutstillcuppedmyface..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Him:theresLeah..

IfollowedhiseyesandmyeyesmetLeah'sas

shegotoutfromsomecarandshewaswithQ.

Him:callmeok..

Me:ok

Hepressedhislipsagainstmyforeheadbefore

lettingmego..



IwalkedtowardsLeah.

Shehuggedmetightly..

Her:hey

Me:hi

Her:Ihatemyselfrightnow,ifIwasn'ttoobusy

gettingdrunk..-

Me:itsinthepast,itsnobody'sfault..Andplease

benicetoAve..

Her:I'malwaysnice

Ipulledawayfromthehugandlookedather..

Her:okokfine..

Me:good..

Wewalkedin,peoplewerebusylookingatus..

Me:didtheywritemynameonsocialmedia?

Her:no,Idontthinktheyknowyournameplus

theywouldn'tdare,notafterhowSenzeni

threatenedthewholecrowd..



Me:threatened?

Her:yeahbutdon'tmindit..Orthem.

AswewerewalkingisawAveandMJwalking

justinfrontofus.

Me:Ave!

Shequicklyturnedbutshewasputtingona

scuffcoveringherhead..

Me:what'swiththedisguiselook?

MJ:toavoidpeoplejumpingather..

Me:oh,howareyou?

Ave:I'mokyou?

Me:I'mfine,let'sgotoclass..SeeyoulaterLeah

Leah:yeahbye..

ShewalkedawaytogetherwithMJ.

Me:youandMJseemclose..

Her:he'strulyagoodfriend,hewaswithmeall

weekend..



Me:youknowwhatImean..

Shechuckledmakingmelaugh..

Her:yourboyfriendisnottheguyIhadinmind..

Ilaughed..

Me:tryingtochangethesubject?

Her:isitworking?

*****************

Lizzy:Idontthinkyourdadreallyfanciesyour

relationshipandyouknowwhy..

Me:caneverybodyjustgivehimachance?Ilove

him,andthatsnotgoingtochangeanytime

soon..

Lizzy:Iknow,Iwilltrytotalktohim..

Me:yeahbecausehonestlyIthinkI'mold

enoughtodatewhoeverIwanttodate..evenif

he'sacriminalbuthehasneverendangeredmy

life..

Lizzy:yeah,Iwilltrytoreasonwithhim..



Me:pleasedo..Iwillcall

Lizzy:ok,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

IhungupasIthrewmyselfonthebed.Itooka

heavysigh.ItsbeenaweekandfinallyItook

thecouragetocallLizzyaboutBandile,Calling

dadwastheplanbutIchangedmymind.

Schoolhasbeenok,peoplestillgivemeweird

looksandsomestudentshavealreadyaskedto

joinsomeprogramsintheschoolthatfight

againstrape.Aveisstillkeepingherdisguise

andunderstandwhereshescomingfrom,some

peoplealwayswanttofindfaultwhereitisn't

there.ItwasFridayandIhadnoplanforthe

day,Leahwasn'tbackyet,herandQseemtobe

gettingprettycloseagain.Istooduptochange

tocomfortableclothesbutgotstoppedbyMJ

callingme.

Me:hey

Him:hey,howareyou?



Me:I'mok..

Him:Ineedyourhelp..

Me:shoot..

Him:itsAve,IwanttoaskheroutbutI'mscared

ofgettingburned..

Ilaughed..

Him:dontlaugh..

Me:ok,justaskheroutthen..

Him:doesshefeelthesamethough?

Me:well...

Him:Ijustwantatleastmakesureshefeelsthe

same..

Me:Ithinkshedoes..

Him:ok,shitI'msoscared..

Me:I'msureitsthefirsttimehittingonagirl..

Him:itsnotbutthistimeitsdifferent..Ilove

her,I'minlovewithher..andI'mscared..Whatif



shedoesn'tfeelthesame

Me:youcanneverknowuntilyouask,justgofor

it..

Him:ok,Iwilljuststartbyaskinghertobemy

datetonight..

Me:goingsomewhere?

Him:yeah,there'sthisfunction...Ithinkyouare

comingtoo

Me:comingtoowhere?

Beforehecouldanswermybedroomdoor

swungopenandhegotin..helookedfly..he's

dressingjustgotmewetandalljealous.He

wasdressedupinaanavybluechino,alight

bluestrippedShirtuntucked,anavyblueboretie

andblackadidassneaker.Hehadredonehis

moholkbutonlythehairinthemiddlewasabit

short.

Me:ummhIwillcallyou..

Him:okbye..



Ithenhungup..

Ndile:hey

Me:ummhhi..

Ndile:I'mtakingyouout

Me:outwhere?

Hewalkedoutofmyroomthencameback

momentslaterhewalkedbackinwithsome

lady.

Him:shewillhelpyoudressup..

Hethenwalkedoutagain.

Lady:hi,I'mNthabiseng..

Me:ohw..

Her:wecanstartbyashower..

Me:ok

Iwalkedoutofmyroomandgazedintheliving

roombuthewasn'ttheresoIwentinthe

bathroomandtookashower.AfterbathingI



walkedtomyroom.Abeautifulmermaiddress

withahighslitwaslayedonthebed.theupper

partwasLaceysoitwasaseethrough,then

fromthemidthighandbelowwasalsoLacey.

Onlyfromthemidthighuptothewaistwas

covered.

Me:isthatmine?

Her:yes...let'sdoyourmakeupandhair

includingyournailsfirst.

Isatdownonthesmallstoolofthedressing

tableandshestartedwithmyhairthenthe

makeupthenlastlythenails.Bythetimeshe

mademelookatmyreflectiononthemirrorI

couldn'tevenrecognizemyself.

Me:wow!

Her:yes,nowthedress..

Shehelpedmewearthedresstogetherwiththe

heels.Ireallylookedbeautiful,likeagoddess.

Her:and?



Me:itsnice..

Her:yes,MrThulaniisreadyforyou..

Hesaidhandingmeapurse.Walkingoutofmy

roomagainintothesittingroomhewasthere.

He'seyessettledonme.Hewalkedtowardsme

anddraggedmetowardshim,beforehecould

talkNthabisengcame.

Her:itwasniceworkingwithyou..Iwillseeyou

around..

Me:thankyou

Her:justdoingmyjob..

ShethenwalkedoutafterBandilegavehera

nod.Bandileshandswenttomyassandhe

squeezedmethatIgasped.

Him:ifonlyyouknewwhatIwanttodotoyou

rightnow..

Helaunchedforadeepkiss,fullofurgencyas

hepushedmeuntilIwasagainstthewall.He

pinnedmyhandsontopofmybodytotally



dominatingmybody.Byallmeanshepulledout

andsworebeneathhisbreath.

Him:let'sgo,wewillfinishthiswhenwegetback.

Hetookmyhandandledmeout,totheliftthen

toaMateblackAustinmartin

Me:Shit!yours?

Him:yeah..

Heopenedthedoorforme.Igotinthenhealso

gotinthenspedoff.

Me:whereexactlyarewegoing?

Him:somebusinesspart..

Me:whyareyougoingifyouarenotrunning

yourbusiness?

Him:becauseIown79%ofthecompany..I'm

thechairpersonsoIoughttobethere.

Inodded..

Hestoppedonthislargebuilding,justby

lookingatitIcouldtellhowfancyitmustbe



inside.Hegotoffthecarandcametomyside

openingthedoorforme.Heputhishand

forwardandhelpedmegetoffhiscar.Withhis

handonmywaistwewalkedinside,wepassed

thereceptionistweresomegirlwas.

Her:MrThulani

Bandile:Linda..

Wepassedherandwenttothelift.

Me:isthisallyours?

Iaskedassoonastheliftstartedmoving.

Him:yeah,beingacriminalrequiressuch..a

coverupisneeded..

Me:ok

Theliftfinallystoppedandopened.People's

eyessettledonusputtingmeatunease...

Him:theydon'tbite,let'sgo

Icouldtelltheywerepeopleofhighclass.

Everythingwasjustinorder,eventhewaythey



weredressed.Nervouslysmiledaswewalked

in.Wewalkedtosomeguy..

Ndile:Steve

Him:Bandile,gladyoumadeit..

Ndile:yeahummhthisismywomanandbabe

thisistheguywhorunsthecompany..

HestuckouthishandtomethenbrieflyIshook

it..

Steve:nicetomeetyou..

Me:likewise..

Steve:ummhBandile,youmightwantto

associateabit..youappearinginthenewspaper

covertomorrowisimportant.

Ndile:ok,let'sgobabe..

WewalkedawayfromthisSteveguyandthat's

whenInoticedAveatthefarendwithMJ.She

noticedandwavedatme,Iwavedbackwitha

smile.



Ndile:yourfriend?

Me:friends,whoarethispeople?

Isaidlookingatsomecouplewewereheading

towards.

Him:somecoupleIshouldentertain..

Bythenwewerealreadystandinginfrontof

them..

Ndile:MrandMrsVanGeorge

MrVanGeorge:youngman

TheyshookhandsasIsmiledbrightlyatthem.

MrVanGeorge:beingsuccessfulatsuchyoung

ageisanachievement

Ndile:hardworkpays..

MrsVanGeorge:andthatsthespirit,younglady

howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Her:I'mgood,nicedress..



Me:soisyoursbutthankyou..

MomentslaterNdilewaschattingto2old

men,helookedandactedlikeatruebusiness

manmakinghimextrasexy,eventhewayhe

smiled.

Her:relax,he'sallyours..

AvesaidasIwasnowstandingbesidesher..

Me:he'ssohot,sometimesitshardtobelievehe

chosemeoutofotherbeautifulgirls..

Ave:wellyoubetteracceptit,he'sforkeeps..

Me:Iknow..so?

Her:so?

Ichuckled..

Me:stopmakingmeafool..soyouandMJ?

Her:nothingyet,butsoonenough..Ilikehima

lot

Me:mhhhm..



Shelaughed..

Her:ummhyourmaniscomingourway...

Ilookedathimashepossessedfromallangles

withallconfidencewalkingtowardsme.

Him:canIstealher?

Ave:gorightahead..Iwillseeyou

Me:ok..

IletBandiletakemebymywaistandwewent

tothelift.

Me:leavingalready?

Him:thisshitisboring..I'dratherhaveushave

ourownlittlepartyorwhat?

Hesaidcorneringmeinthelift,thentuckedmy

hairatthebackofmyear.Mybreathing

hitched..Hekissedmycheekbeforelettingme

goandtheliftopened.

Wewalkedouttowardshiscar,quicklyhe

openedthedoorformeandIgotin.The



momenthegotinhespedoff.Hishandfound

myexposedthigh,herubbedmythighgoingto

myinnerthighs.Ipartedmylegsashishand

wentstraighttopussyandrubbeditontopof

mypanties."Shit"heexclaimedMakingme

openmyeyes.Hewithdrewhishandasheput

bothhandsonthesteeringwheel..

Me:what'swrong?

Him:someoneisafterus..

WithpanickIlookedbackandindeedtherewas

acarbehindours.

Heputhishandunderhisseatthentookitout

withagun..

Me:Jesus!

Him:relax,I'msorryyouaregoingtowitness

this...

ImmediatelyafterhesaidthatIheardgun

shortsmakingmesquealandscreamasIput

myheadbetweenmylegsandIcouldfeelthe



carspiraloutofcontrol..

.

SAM

.

mike:fuck!

Me:what?

Mike:yoursisterisinthecar..

Me:shit!Tellthemtostop..

.

.

**ToBeContinued**

Sorryitcamelate,Ilovey'all..Keepon

commentingandliking
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Thecarswayedforawhilethenitbecame

steadybutstillmoving.Thegunshotsalso

stopped.Istillkeptmyheadbetweenmylegs

asIfeltmyheartbeathardagainstmychest.

Him:babe?areyouok?

Heaskedbuthisvoicesoscratchy.Iraisedmy

headsotolookathimandhenowhadoneof

hishandonmyhairwhiletheotheronthesteer

wheel.

Him:Kristalktome,areyouok?

SlowlyInodded,andIsawreliefbrushoverhis

face.

Him:I'msorry..Idontevenknowwhat'sgoing

on..

Hesaidtakinghisphoneanddialingsome

numberwhiledriving.



Him:Q..I'mcomingoverrightnow..no,Ihad

peopleafterme...yeah..Noshesok..justabut

shaken..justcallsomeone..Yeah

Hethenhungupandgroaned..QuicklyIsetmy

eyesonhim.

Me:areyouok?

Him:yeah,aslongasyouareokI'mperfectly

fineKristin..

Inoddedasteatsstreamed..

Him:that...itshouldn'thavehappened..NotI'm

frontofyouatleast

Me:itsok,atleastnooneishurt..

Him:mhhm

Herespondedbutitcameoutmerelyaudible.

Afterawhilethecarhadparkedsomewhere

andsurprisinglyInoticedLeah'scarparked

nexttothisotherChevrolet.

Me:Leah?



Him:yeah,gocall..-

BeforehecouldfinishhissentenceQcameout

buttogetherwithLeah.ImmediatelyIgotoffas

IrushedtowardsLeahwhohuggedmetightly.

Her:areyouok?

Me:yeah..

Her:let'sgoinside..

Me:no..I'mgoingwithNdile..

Her:ummhQ..

ShesaidmakingQcometowardsus..

Q:ummhKris..Ithinkyouwillcrushheretonight,

BandileandIneedtosortthisout..

IturnedtoBandileandhehadhisheadonthe

steerwheel.QuicklyIwalkedtowardshim

openinghisdoor,slowlyheraisedhishead.

Me:wearegoinghomeright?yourhouse?

Him:justfor...



Hegroanedagain..

Me:areyouok?

Him:mhhm..

Me:Iwanttobewithyou

Him:Qwilltakecareofyou..Iloveyoubutterfly..

Me:Iloveyoutoo

IsaidasIleanedoverandhuggedhimtightly.

HekissedmyforeheadasIburiedmyfirstin

hisBuffychestthatmademefeelsafe,made

mebreathandyearnforanotherday.Ilethim

goafterawhile,andthatswhenIsawvisible

painthatIcouldeasilyattainjustbylookingat

him...MyeyeswentdowntohisshirtandI

couldseebloodthroughhisShirt.Myheart

momentarilystoppedbeatingasIcouldfeelthe

painsootheinslowlymakingithardformeto

breath.IstoodthereallfrozenutilIfeltwarm

tearswarmmycheeks.

Q:hewillbeok,he'safighter..



Qsaidashepushedmeawayfromthecarwith

himgettingin.

Hedrovethecarawaybutmyeyescouldn'tlet

itgooutofsight..Ifeltmytearssettleinmy

eyes,everythingwasjustgoingslowly,nothing

madesense.

Ittookmeafewsecondstobreakintoaloud

cry.Whycouldn'tIjustbehappy,likeother

people?Whydoesbadthongsliketohappento

me?

IdontknowhowbutIwokeupinabed,covered

inblankets,theheadacheIwashavingwas

enoughtokillme.Myeyesroamedaround

tryingtogetwhereIam.Themomentthedoor

openedLeahemergedholdingacup.Seeingher

broughtyesterday'smemoriesbackintomy

headandtheyfeltfresh.

Me:Ndile..

Her:Qsayshe'sgoingtobeok,he'safighter..



Shesaidgivingmethecup,acupofcoffee.

Me:Iwanttoseehim..

Her:yeah,let'sjustwaituntilQcomesback.You

lookedbeautifulyesterday..

Me:itwasallBandile..

Shesoftlynodded...

AfterawhilewehadsomeonecallLeahsname.

Her:thatsQ

ShesaidWalkingout.Istumbledoutofbed

thenquicklyputthecupdownwalkingout.I

foundQsittingdownwithLeah.

Me:isheok?

Q:yeah,hewillbeok

Me:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Q:he's...he'scritical,wehadtotakehimtoa

hospital..Andhelostlotsofblood.

Me:whatisthedoctorsaying?



Q:itshardtotellnow..plushe'sbeenarrested..

Ilaughed..

Me:arrested?

Q:yeahandsomethingtellsmeyourdadhas

everythingtodowiththis..

Me:mydad?

Q:yourdadandbrotherdontwantyouand

Bandiletobetogether..Nowyourdadsetup

Bandile..Thereweredrugsathishouselotsof

them..andhe'sgoingtojailimmediatelyafterhe

wakesup.

Me:SamsaidhewasokwithBandileandme

beingtogether..

Q:itwasacoverup,theonlywaytostopallthis

isbyyouguysbreakingup,becausetheloveyou

guyshaveuponeachotherisgoingtoKill

Bandile..

Me:buthesaid,nomatterwhatwewouldfight

forourlove...



Mytearshadalreadystartedstreaming,Iknew

wherethiswasgoingbutmyheartrefusedto

believe..

Q:Iknowbutlookwhat'shappeningKris...and

that'snotallthat'sgoingtohappen..Alotmore

worsethingswillhappen.Igetit,youloveeach

other..AndIlovetheloveyouhave,the

bond..butthisstrongattractionbetweenyou

guysisgoingtokillsomeone,it'stoxic..Its

dangerousand....Idontknowwhattosay

anymore..

Islowlysatonthecouchsilentlycrying,thefact

thatwecan'tbetogetherbrokemyheart.why

couldn'ttheyjustletusbe?Idontthinkthere's

anyoneouttherewhounderstandhowmuchI

loveBandile..

Me:Iwanttoseehim..

Q:ok,Iwillgotakeabaththenwego..

Hestoodupanddisappearedsomewhere

leavingmewithLeah...Shecameandwipedmy



tearswhichweresilentlygushingout.

Her:I'mnotgoingtotellyouwhattodobecause

Idontknowwhatyoushoulddobutany

decisionyoumakeknowI'mbehindyou..Iwill

supportyoualltheway..

Inodded..

AfterawhileLeahledmetothebathroomsoI

bath.Iletthecoldwaterhitmyskin,awakening

everyfeelinginme,bringingarealizationthatno

matterwhat,I'mgoingtolosehimeitherway.If

itsDadthenitmeanshewon'tstopatanycost..

AndSam,allalongIthoughtweweremaking

progressbuthewasplotting.ForthefirsttimeI

knewIwouldneverforgivethemforthis..

*******************

He'sbodywasconnectedtomachinesthatkept

makingthisnoise...He'slifewasjustholding

andleaningonmachines.Icouldn'thelpthe

tearsthatstungmyeyes.Hishandwascuffed

tothehospitalbed.Itrailedmyhandonhisface



asmytearsfell.

Me:Iloveyou,Iloveyousomuch..andIdont

wanttoloseyou,notlikethis..

IwhisperedasIheldhishand.

Me:Ineverwantedtoacceptthis...but

Ichuckled..

Me:eversinceIcameintoyourlife,Ihaveturned

itintoacompletemess..todayI'mstillthe

reasonyouarehere,I'mstillthereasonyougot

arrested..I'msorry..

Isatonthechairthatwasintheroom,listening

tohisheartbeatontheheartmonitor.Myheart

wassoheavy,thepainthatIwasfeelingwas

beyondanything...SeeingtheguyIlovewith

everythingIhavelyingtherelifelesslykilledme

andtherewasnothingIcoulddo.Thedoor

openedmakingmestandupandturn.ItwasIvy

andshewaswiththisothergirl..wholookeda



fewyearsolderthanme.Ivycameandhugged

metightlymakingmecryinherarms.Making

meletitallout..ThepainIhadbeenholding

aback..

Her:Godisincontrol...

Shewhisperedsoftly..

AfterawhileIhadcalmeddown.

Her:I'mhappyyouareok...Andileisafighter,he

willpullthrough,wejusthavetopray..

Inodded..

Her:ummhthisisSabrina,shesacousin..

Me:nicetomeetyouSabrina..

Sabrina:yeah..

Me:Iwillgiveyouguysspace

Sabrina:yes

IwalkedovertoBandileandkissedhis

forehead.."Iloveyou"



Iwhisperedbeforewalkingout.Istarted

walkingoutofthehospitaltotheparkingLott

whereQandLeahwerewaitingforme.Igot

stoppedbysomeonecallingmyname,Iturned

anditwasSabrina.

Shewalkedtowardsme.

Her:Kristin..

Ismiledwaitingforhertotalk.

Her:IgetthatyouloveAndile,andhemeansa

lottoyoubutQtoldme..everything

Me:toldyouwhat?

Her:abouthowyourdadandbrotherarethe

causeofallthis,IthinkyoushouldleaveBandile

alone,forhisownsafetyatleast..looknowhe's

goingtojailbutallbecauseofyou.Ifyoutruly

lovehimyouwilllethimgo..

Ichuckled

Me:lookSabrina,nottoberudebutyoudont

knowanythingaboutmeandNdile,youknow



nothingandIdontcarewhatyouandQare

goingtosay..

Her:butthenyousayyoulovehim..can'tyou

see?eversincehemetyou,it'sbeenproblem

afteraproblem?Doyouwanttokillhim

becauseIcanseethatswhatyouandyour

familyareplanning.Justleavehim!lethim

live...ifyoutrulylovehimyouwilldowhat's

right..

Shesaidbeforewalkingaway.Iblinkedaway

mytearsandwalkedtothecarandgotin.

Leah:wecango?

Me:yeah,dropmeattheflat..

Q:ok

Hestartedhiscaranddrovestraighttotheflat.

Ididn'tevenwaitforanything,assoonasthe

carstoppedIgotoff.Leahcamerunningbehind

me.

Her:whathappened?



Me:EveryonesaysIshouldbreakupwithhim,to

savehim..

Shedidn'tsayanythingmakingmeturntolook

ather..

Me:youagreedon'tyou?

Her:I..ummh..Idon'tknowKris..youknowyour

dadwon'tstoptillyouguysbreakup..

Me:soyouagree..

Isaidwalkingtotheelevator..

Igotinwithher..

ThemomentwegottotheflatIrealizedthe

doorwasunlocked.

Me:didyoucomehere?

Her:no,IcamehereyesterdaybutIlocked..

Iopenedthedoorandmyheartstoppedbeating

asmyeyeslandedonthem,theheadacheeven

gotworseasIgotinside.

.



SAM

.

Shelookedastonishedbuttherewas

somethingaboutherthatmademetocarefully

lookather,shelookedlikeshewasinpain.

Me:hey..

Shestillkeptquite,Ilookedatdadthenmom

whowastryingsohardtodiffuseheranger.

Alexjustsattherecrying..

Mom:whereareyoucomingfromKris?isthis

thereasonwesentyouherehuh?

Shejustkeptquite..

Mom:keng?youcan'ttalk?Otswakae?(where

areyoucomingfrom?)

Dad:Tlhogicalmdown..

Mom:calmdown?I'mnotcalmingdown,where

wasshe?allnight?

Kris:Isleptatfriends..



Shefinallysaid..herfriendjuststoodthere

shocked.

Mom:afriend?Dontyouhaveahouse?You

werewiththemanSamsaidyouaredating?

Thecriminalonehuh?

Kris:hewasshotyesterday..

Mom:good!Ihopehe'sdeadwhereverheis..you

areakidforheaven'ssake!

ThatseemedtohavehitdeepwithinKris

becausehertearsstartedstreaming..

Mom:heshouldberunningafterhisagemates

notyou..whatdoyouwantfromacriminal?

Kris:Ilovehim..

Momlaughed..

Mom:youlovehim?whatdoyouknowabout

lovewena?

Krislookedatme,hereyeswerefullofresent,

eventhoughshewascryingbutIcouldn't



misplaceit..

Kris:soyouhadhimshotright?

Me:who?

Kris:youanddad..

Me:what?

Kris:dontactsurprised..Iknowwhatyoudid..

Me:Idontknowwhatyouaretalkingabout..

Kris:ohw..

Shechuckled...

Dad:asyourparents,asyourfatherKris..-

Shecuthimoff..

Kris:myfather?whatkindofafatherareyou

exactly??

Dad:Kristin!

Kris:yeah...Ithoughtfamilywassupposedtobe

mypillarofsupport..

Dad:princess..-



Kris:no..Idon'thaveafamilybecausetheyall

chosetohurtmeintheworstmanner,not

everybodyhereissaintlikeyouprofileyourself

tobe..justbecausehewasorstillisacriminal

what'stheproblem?Ilovehim,he'smineI'mthe

onlyonewhoshouldhaveaproblemnotthe

otherwayround...Whycan'tyoujustletme

be,whyaren'tyoulettingmebehappy?Idont

haveamother,fatherorbrother..Youdiedthe

momentyouhurthim..Ihateyou..

Bythentearswerealreadystreaming,shewas

hurt...

Kris:Idon'twanttoseeyoueveragain...

Dad:soyouarechoosingathugoveryourown

family?

Kris:no,I'mchoosingtheguythatlovesme

unconditionally,theguywhowaspreparedto

dieforusoverfamily...AfamilyIdoubtiseven

myfamily..

Dad:Kris!



Shewalkedtooneoftheroomsthencame

backafterawhilewearingajacketheadingto

thedoor.

Dad:themomentyouwalkoutthatdoorKris..-

Kris:I'mnolongeryourchild?thensobeit!

Shesaidbeforeshecompletelyleftleavingus

withherfriend.

Her:ummhletmeummh..yeah..

Mom:youareLeahright?

Momaskedbuthervoicefaint,Ilookedather

andhereyesweresored.Ididn'tevenknow

howIfeltthatmoment,itallfeltlikeamovie

andIwantedittoendalready.

Her:yesMa'am

Shenoddedastearssettledinhereyes

Mom:didIjustlosemydaughter?

IneverthoughtIwouldseethedayshewould

actuallycryinfrontofme,IlookedatTaylorwho



wasnowsittingdownbesidesmom..

Leah:letmego..ummhcheckonher...

Me:Iwillgowithyou..

.

KRIS

.

ThemomentIgotofftheelevatorheadingto

thecarIcouldfeelliketheheadachewastaking

overme,buttheedgetovomitwasfarmuch

moreworse,IletitoutthereuntilIcouldfeela

burningsensationonmythroat.AfterIwas

doneIdidn'twaitthatlongIwalkedtomycar

asmyversionblurredandthethrobbing

headacheconspired.ThemomentIgotinthe

carIstartedfeelinglightheadedthatIleaned

myheadontheseat.ThemomentIclosedmy

eyeseverythingjustwentblack.

.

.



ToBeContinued

.

IknowI'mtheworstpersonever,I'mreallysorry.

ThisweekIwasbusywithexams,I'msorryI

didn'tinform youguys...Ireallyam..Iwillpost

anotherinsertlatertoday..Iloveyouso

much
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Icouldfeelmyselfrainingback,fasteven.Ifelt

moreandmorealiveuntilIopenmyeyes.By

thelookoftheenvironmentIcouldtellIwasin

hospital.IletmyeyesrunarounduntilIsaw

momseatedonsomechair,shewassleeping.

ForthefirsttimeeverIdidn'tappreciateher



presence.Shefinallyopenedhereyesandshe

lookedatme.

Her:ohwThankGodbaby...

Shewentoutscreamingnurse..afterawhileshe

camebackwithsomeguyinawhitecoatandI

believedhewasthedoctorbutshealsocane

backwithAlexandLeah...SamandDadweren't

there...

Alex:thankGod,youok...

Shesaidembracingme,Ismiledslightlyather.

Me:I'mok..

Mom:ummhbabythisisthedoctor,Dr

Terence..ummhwhat'swrongwithher?

Him:beforewegettothat,ummhKristin,please

tellmewhathappened?

Me:justathrobbingheadacheandthelastthing

isclosingmyeyesthenthatsall..

Him:thatsall?



Me:ummhandvomitingtoo..

Hesoftlynoddedbutmyheartwasbowbeating

hardagainstmychest...amIpregnant?Ican't

be,ImeanItooktheinjectionandIalwaystook

themorningafterpill...

Momglancedatmebeforelookingbackatthe

doctor...Fearalreadyhadmetrembling.

Him:wellwetooksometestonyou..

Mom:isshepregnant?

Him:no,she'snot..

Myinnerselftookabackflipfromrelief.

Mom:thenwhatisit?

Him:doyousometimesfeeldizzyKristin?

Me:Idontremembereverfeelingdizzy..

Him:doyousometimessufferfromlightor

soundsensitivity?

Me:lightinthemorning..Itsnormalright?



Him:yes,butinyoursituationno..doyouhave

headachesfrequently?

Me:yeah

Henodded..

Mom:whatiswrongwithher?

Him:youhavesymptomsofamigraine,andits

suchamiraclewehavecaughtitsoon

Mom:amigraine?

Him:yes,usuallyitsbecauseofoverworkingthe

mind,toomuchstress...

Alex:andamigrainecanleadtobraintumoror

braincancerright?

Him:yessmartgirl...itcanthatswhythe

migraineneedstobetreatedsoonerbeforeit

getsoutofhand.

Mom:willshebeok?

Him:ifshedoesn'toverworkthemind,shewill

befine...butifthesymptomsgetsworse,Iwould



advicethatyoucomebackforacheckup..

Me:andwhatarethechancesofitgetting

worse?

Him:itdepends,wearegoingtokeepyouhere

today...Justforobservation..

Mom:ok

Hethenwalkedputleavingmewithmom,Leah

andAlex.

Mom:Krisi-

Me:momplease!CanIbreath?

Mom:Iwillgiveyouspace..

Shesaidwalkingout..

Leah:man,Ithoughtyouwerepregnant..

Alex:lolmetoo

Me:whofoundmeinthecar?

Leah:itwasmeandyourbrother..

Me:DidQmentionanychangeonBandile?



Leah:yeah,hiscousindonatedbloodtohim...

Me:thatsgreat..

Leah:andhe'sgoingtobefine..thebulletdidn't

domuchdamagetohim..

Me:thankheavens!

Leah:yeah..

Alex:sonowwhat'snext?

Me:Idontknow..He'slifeisamessbecauseof

me..andI'mtryingtoholdonverytightbutI'm

scared..whatifheagrees..

Alex:thefactthatyouhaveheldontillnow

meanssomething,Iknowwhateverybodymust

besaying..Thatpossiblythisisallyourfault

becauseyourdadistheonebutyouguys

probablyknewthiswasgoingtohappensowhy

throwthetowelnow?whygiveupifyouguys

knewthiswouldhappen?

Me:ok,whoareyouandwhatdidyoudowith

Alexandra?



Alex:IhaveonlyrealizedthatmaybeNdileisthe

one,andhemakesyouhappy,andyoulovehim

anddoIwon'tletanyonedestroythat,destroy

yourhappiness..andyoutoldme,he'shonest

andhetoldyouallabouttheillegalshithe

does...soprobablyheknewandthereasonwhy

hestockedaroundandwaitedforthismoment

isbecausehelovesyou..

"AndIagree,maybeIneversawitbeforebut

nowIdo"avoicesaidmakingusallturnandit

wasTshepie..

Me:ohGod,hey

Him:hey..

Hecameoverandhuggedmetightly..

Him:IgotsoscaredwhenIheard..

Me:I'mok..

Him:andIagreewithAlex,ifhewantedtoleave

hewouldhavelongleftbecauseheknewhe'sa

criminal..



IlookedatAlexbecauseIdontremember

tellinghimthat..

Alex:I...-

Tshepie:dontblameher,youshouldhavetold

me

Me:soyogiveyoumorereasontothinkheain't

goodforme..

Tshepie:no,buttosupportyoubecauseyou

lovehim

Me:tellthattodadandSam..Iloathethemright

now,Ihatethemsomuchandiftheydon't

stop..Idon'tknowwhatIwilldobutitwon'tbe

nice..

Tshepie:youshouldn'tstressyourselfthat

much...

Leah:I'mabadfriendain'ti?

Me:no...youarethebest..

Tshepie:secondbest..



Ilaughed..

Alex:ummhKrisIshouldtellyouthis..

Me:whatisit?

Alex:dad..ummhhewantstotransferyouto

Harvard..

Ilaughed..

Me:ok,thatsnotfunny..

Alex:I'mserious..Evenmomagreed..

Me:when?

Alex:yesterday...

Me:theycan'tforceme..no..

Everythingwasjustspiralingoutofcontrol..

.

SAM

.

Me:no...waitwhat?



Her:Idon'tknowwheresheis,andI'mscaredto

reporthermissing..

Me:whathappened?

Her:NickhadthisplantogetBandileandKristo

breakup,thentheplanfailedbecauseBandile

managedtointervene..Andheknewitwas

Nickybutnowshesgonemissing..

Shewasnowcrying..

Me:whatwasyourplan?

Her:Rape..

Me:huh?

Her:wehadsetKristogetrappedso..-

Me:rewind...Yousaidyouhadsetheruptobe

rapped?

Her:Nicky...Nickysetherup..

Me:IthinkI'mnothearingyouwell..yousetmy

sistersoshegetsrapped?

Her:itwasNicky..shesaiditwastheonlyway



KrisandBandilewouldbreakup..Itoldherit

wasabadideabutshetoldmeotherwise..and

now..Idontknowwheresheis..theonlythingI

haveisherphone..

Me:yoursisterissodead,youbetterpray

Bandilekeepsherwhereversheis..

BecauseifIfindher...

Her:youputherintothis..shehadmovedon

withherlifeandyoudidthis..itsyourfault..

Me:Ididn'tsayplotarapecaseonmysister..

Her:sosupposedlywhatwasyourplan?thatshe

justwalksandbelike"let'sgetbacktogether

anditshappycouple"?Possiblyyoudontknow

howmuchBandilelovesyoursister,hekillsfor

her..pleasefindher

Me:ohIwill,andI'mgoingtokillherthemoment

Isetmyhandsinher..

Isaidbeforewalkingout,myphonerang,itwas

Mike.



Me:yeah..

Him:and?managedtogethertobreakupwith

him?

Me:shechosehim..

Him:ahh,Itoldyou..shewouldchoosehim..

Me:dadwanttotransferhertoHarvard..

Him:shesgoingtohateyouforgood..

Me:shewillgetoverit..

Him:really?Stoplyingtoyourself..Andwhatis

yourproblem?Ithoughtyougotoverthestupid

beefyouhavewithhim?bruhgrowup!

Me:he'snotgoodforher..

Him:andwhois?andyounotsainteither

way..youare..nowaityoualreadylostyour

sister!Wakeupandsmellthecoffee..

Me:Mike..

Him:Bandilekidnappingyoursisteritwas

becauseofyou,youandBandilehatingeach



otheritwasbecauseofyou...nowyourfamily

losingyoursisteritsstillbecauseofyou..Stop

labelinghimbad,itsallbecauseofyou..ifyou

didn'tsleepwithNicolethenBandilewouldn'tbe

hatingyourightnow..

Me:itwasamistake

Him:mistake?youfuckedNicoleeverytimeyou

gotthechance..letthepoorguybe..ifpossible

hewantedtohurtyoursisterhewouldhave

donethatlongtimeago..Ihopehekillsyou!

Hethenhungup.ItookadeepbreathasIgotin

mycarthendrovetothehospital.ThemomentI

gotthere,IsawDadandLizzystandingnear

Kris'sdoor.Thingslookedtense..

Iwalkedovertothem..

Me:Taylor,Elizabeth..

IsaidbeforegettinginsideKris'sroom.Shewas

sleepingandmomwasseatedonachairnext

tothebed,hereyeswereswollenlikeshehad



beencrying..

Mom:shehatesme

Me:shewillgetoverit..

Mom:shewon't,youknowyoursisterbetterthan

anyone..

ItookadeepbreathasIheldherhand..

Me:notsolongagoshewasababy..

Mom:yeah..itsfunnyhowtimeflies..nowshes

herownwomanandcanstandupforherself..I

dontwanttoloseher...

Me:youwon't..dontworry

Mom:Iwanttoseethishercriminalboyfriend..

Me:ok,whatdidthedoctorsay?

Mom:shehasamigraineduetooverworking

herBrain...IfeellikeI'mkillingmyownchild..

Me:dontdothatplease..don'tdothisto

yourself..



Mom:shesmychildSamuel,andshehates

me..Icanseeitinhereyes..

Ididn'tknowwhattosayanymore..Ijust

neededsomethingtoclearmymindwith..

Me:I'mgoingsomewhere..Iwillcomepickyou

upatKris'shousetothehotel..

Shejustnodded...

IwalkedoutandnowTaylorwasalone...

Me:Iwillpickupmomlater..

Him:no,dontworry..Iwill..

Me:ok,seeyou

Ithenwalkedawaycallingher.sheanswered

afterawhile..

Me:whereareyou?

Her:thehotelTaylorbookedforus..

Me:ok,I'mcoming..IwilltellyouwhichroomI

amassoonasIgetthere..



Her:ok..

IhungupasIgottothecar.ImmediatelyI

drovetothehotelandassoonasIgotthereI

texthermyroomnumber.AfewminuteslaterI

heardasoftknockfollowedbythedoor

opening.Sheemergedlookingbeautifulas

ever,herblackhairsettledonhershoulders.I

stoodupandwalkeduptoher..

Her:wehavetostopthis...Tayloralready

suspectssomething..

Me:doyouevenlovehim?

Her:doyouloveme?thisisaboutsexandwe

bothknowit..

Me:Iloveyou..IloveyouElizabethRuffles...

Her:Macverdana...ElizabethMacverdana..

Me:stopdeceivingyourselfbabe..

Her:Thisiswrong...

Igotmuchclosertoherandgrabbedherwaist



pullingherclosertome,herbreathinghitching

intheprocess..

Me:thenwhydoesitfeelright..

Isaidalreadykissingherneck,pullinghermuch

closertomesothatshesagainstmystiffcock.

Shemournedabitwhilegrabbingmyhead..

Her:Samuel..Please..pleasestop..

Iopenedherdressziplettingthedressslide

downherperfectbodyandnowshewasonlyin

herLacypantiesandbra.

Me:youarebeautiful..ineverywayElizabeth...

Her:Samuel...

Iunclippedherbra,thenslideitdownwithmy

otherhandalreadytwistinghernipples.She

threwherheadbackmourningsoftly..

Me:stopoverthinkingthisbabe...Iknowyou

wantthis..don'tfightit..

Islidherpantiesdownwithmyheadalready



goingdownonher,shewasalreadypanting

hardassheopenedherlegsabitfurthersoI

caneasilyaccessherclit..Elizabethhasalways

beensomeoneIconsideredbeautiful,allmylife

Ihadtofighttheedgeofplungingonheruntil2

monthsagoandherreactionprovedtomethat

shealsowantedthis.Ipickedherupandplaced

onthebedgettingbetweenherlegs.

Her:condom..

Me:shit!butIthoughtyousaidyoucan'thave

kids..

Her:yesbut..-

Me:I'mclean

Isaidalreadyunzippingmyzip..shepushedmy

trousersdowntogetherwithmyboxerbrief

downwithhertoes.SlowlyIeasedintoher

foreverwarmthgroaningandIwatchedher

shudderbeneathmeclosinghereyes.Aftera

whileIwasmovingfastinherasshelockedher

legsaroundmywaistmeetingmethrustfor



thrust.IfanythingIhavenevermetanyonewho

knowsherwayinbed..Gracefullywemovedin

thesamerhythmuntilwefoundourrelease

together.Icollapsedbesideshercatchingmy

breath..Afterawhileshefinallyspoke..

Her:wereallyhavetostop..

Me:LizzyI...-

BeforeIcouldrespondmyphonerang,I

stretcheduptoitbutIdidn'trecognizethe

number.

Me:hello?

CallerID:enjoyingain'twe?pleasureisalwaysa

goodwaytoendone'sday..

Me:andwho'sthis?

CallerID:sosadyouhaveforgettingmeSam..

IrecognizedthevoicebutIwasn'tthatmuch

sure..

Me:Quincy?



CallerID:finally...anywayhowareyou?preparing

forround2?

Me:whatthefuckareyoutalkingabout?

Q:ohwdontworry..hurtBandile,youhurtme..I'm

comingafteryouinfullforce..Enjoyreaching

climaxwhilstyoustillcan..greetTaylor'swife

forme..ohw..ImeanLizzy..

Me:fuck!!shit!

.

KRIS

.

ThefollowingdayIjustlayinthehospital

bed,thinkingabouteverythingbut2thingsI

knewforsure..Iwasn'tgoingtoleaveBandile

anddadshouldjustforgetaboutHarvard.Itook

adeepbreathbeforegettingholdofmyphone,I

wentthroughourpics,andsomesillyvideosI

alwaystook...Tearssettledinmyeyes,thereare

timeswhereIwishedourhappinesswouldjust



goon,andonforever..TimeswhereIknowhe

hurtmebutIchosetoignoreitbecauseIdont

wanttolosehim...ThedayIgaveupmy

innocence,yesIwasreadybutalsoIdidn'twant

tolosehim.Iwentthroughourdaytoday

conversationsandjustfoundmyselfsmiling.

Whycan'ttheysee?Whyisithardforthemto

see...MomentslaterIfoundmyselfcryingbutI

wascryingindad'sarms.Icriedhardbecause

he'sbreakingmyheart..becausehe'snotbeing

thefatherIwanthimtobe...AfterawhileIwas

quite,havingmyaftercryinghiccupsasheheld

metight..

Dad:I'msosorrybaby...Ireallyam...I'msorry

Hesaidashesoftlykissedmyhair.Mybody

wasinvoluntaryshakingwhileIhadhiccups.

Dad:Iloveyou,andwhenIrealizedyouwere

datingacriminalithurtme,Ikeptwondering

whyyoucouldn'tgofornormalguys...butthenI

realizedIhadbeensoselfish,thatIdidn't



consideryourfeelings...AndnowI'mhurting

youintheprocess..Iwantustohaveaclose

relationship..ThatswhatIhavealwayswanted...

AndIdontwanttoloseyou...youandAlexare

myonlytreasure..I'msorrybaby...I'msoso

sorryprincess..

Me:All..all..allIwantedwasyoutogivea

chance..thatsallIwanted..Justachance..

Him:Igetthatnow..I'msorry...Iloveyouso

much...somuchok?andIwillgivethecriminal

thugachancebutonewrongmove,he'sout..

Me:thatsall..thankyou

Iheldontohimashappinesssettledinmy

heart,reliefsweptoversmoothlyasIbreathed..

Whateverchangedhismindreallyhelpedme

becauseIdidn'tknowwhattodoanymore.

*****************

Dr:she'sgoodtogo..

Dad:socanthisbeguaranteedtobecontrolled?



Dr:notexactlythat'swhyifthesymptoms

continuecomeforacheckup..

Mom:ok..

IlookedatSamindisgustashestoodatthefar

corneroftheroombutIcouldn'tmisplacethe

worrythatwasplasteredonhisface,hewas

lockedupinhisownlittleworld.

Leahcameandhelpedmedownfromthebed.

Mom:thankyou,mayGodblessyou..

Everybodyhadchangedtheirattitudes,it

seemedlikemyoutburstormebeingadmitted

tohavingmigraineworkedbutwhateverit,I'm

gratefulofit.Wewalkedouttodad'sRange

roverbutbeforewecouldgetin,Leah'sphone

rang.Sheexcusedherselfabitfromus..She

camebackafterawhile..

Her:ummhKris,Bandileisbreathingonhis

own..theyhavemovedhim..

Sam:sosoon..



Me:whatwereyouexpecting?Thathedies?

Sam:no,I'mgladhe'sout..

Ichuckled,whendidSamturntobelikethis.

Me:Iwanttogoseehim..

Mom:ummhwewilldropyouoff..

Me:no,itsokmma,Leahwilldothehonours..

Iwentoverandkissedhercheekbeforewalking

withLeahtohercar.Themomentwegotin,she

startedthecaranddroveaway..

Her:whoeverchangedyourparent'smind,needs

tobegracefullyawarded..

Me:Iagree..

Her:IsawLizzy..

Me:Lizzy?she'shere

Her:yeah..Ithinkyouwillseeherlater..

Me:yeah...ohI'msogladhe'sbreathingonhis

own..



Her:yeah,thebulletdidn'tdomuchharm,plus

accordingtoQ,it'snotthefirsttimehe'sgotten

shot..

Me:Idontevenwanttogobacktothat...

Her:butnowthankGodhe'sok..

Me:yeah...youandQ?

Her:wegettingtherebuthegotalotoffucked

upshitbaggagewithhim..he'shardto

communicatewithbecausehe'shard

headed...butweworkingonit..

Me:aslongasyouarehappythen...

Shedroveustotheprivatehospitalwerehe

was.GettingthereItookadeepbreathbefore

softlyknockingthengettinginwithoutwaiting

forresponse..

Ipeekedinfirstandtherehewas,awakebut

withpillowssupportinghim.Hewaswith

Sabrina,Ivywasn'tin.Theywerejust2,andshe

hadahandinhis,eventhoughshe'sjusta



cousinbutittwitchedsomethinginmebutI

tookadeepbreathastheireyeswereonme

probablywaitingformynextmove.

FinallyIopenedthedoorandgotin.Hesmiled

atmemakingmeflushandturnpink.

Him:ifitain'tMrsBandileThulani,myday

couldn'tgetbetter..

Iblushedevenmore..

Sabrina:thereasonyouarehere?

Iraisedmyeyestoher..

Ndile:thereasonwhyyoushouldleave..space

please!

Shechuckledbeforewalkingoutcompletely.

Him:Ithinkakisswoulddo..

Iwalkedtohimleaninguntohim..havinga

retardedasmileonmyface..

Him:wegonnajuststand?

IgiggledasIletmylipsmeethis,hishand



pulledmyheadclosertohimashistounge

coaxedmineinarhythmicpatternmakingme

losemybreatheachsecond.Bythetimebe

pulledoutIwasbreathingheavilytryingto

catchmybreath.

Him:howhaveyoubeen?

Me:Iwasworriedaboutyou...

Ilookedathishandandhewasstillcuffedto

thebed.

Me:I'msorry...I'mreallysorry..

Him:hey..heydontcry..there'snothingthat

breaksmemorethanyourtearsbabe..please

dontcry..Iloveyou,youaremylifelineKrisand

youcryinghurtsme..pleasedon'tcrybabe..

Hesaidwipingoffmytears..

Him:dontworry..I'montopofthisok?don't

worry..

InoddedrepeatedlyasIfeltchokedwithtears.



Beforehecouldsayanythingelsethedoor

openedandmymomgotin.Myjawdroppedas

mymouthbecamedry,Ihopethiswon'tendbad.

.

.
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Blooddrainedfrommyfaceasmomgladly

walkedinsidetheroom,hereyesfixedonhim.

Myheartwasliterallyinmymouth..Wondering

what'snext.

Me:ummhMom..

InervouslysaidstealingaglanceatBandile



wholookedratherrelaxedforsomeonewho's

facinghisgirlfriend'smother.

Her:sohe'stheone?

Iwasbreathinghard,tryingsohardtofacethe

situationathand.

Me:Momplease...

Mom:huh?

Me:ummhMmathis...ummhthisis..Bandile,

BandileThulaniandBandilethisismy

mom....yes,he'stheone.

Isaidwithmyattentiononthefloorlikeitwould

talk.Irubbedmyhandstogetherasthefear

surelyseethedin.

Ndile:itsnicetofinallymeetyouMrs

Thompson..

He'stonewasfilledwithrespect,notthe

BandileIknow.

Mom:likewise,Iseeyouaretheonewhohas



mydaughteractinglikeshe'sontopof

everyone..

Me:momplease..

Mom:what?kenneteakere(itsthetruth)

Me:Mamakeagokopa(I'mbeggingyou)

Mom:kesikakabotsayanong(soIshouldn't

ask?)

Myeyesmistwithtears...

Ifelthimsqueezemyhand,makingmeglance

athimandhesmiledatmethe"dontworry"

smile.

JustthenIvygotin,smilingasalways..

Ivy:ohwAndybabyI..-

ShegotstoppedbymymotherandI.

Ivy:ummhKrisandKris'smotherIbelieve..

Shesaidstillsmiling..

Me:Mma..ummhMomthisisBandilesmom



Mom:ohw

Ivy:itsapleasuremeetingyou

Mom:same,canwetalk?

Ivy:ofcause..

TheywalkedputleavingmeandBandilealone..

Ndile:babebreath..

Ilookedathim,realizingIhadbeenholdingmy

breath.

Me:Idontlikethat..

Him:Ivywillhandleher..dontworry..

Me:I'mgladyouareok,Iwassoscared..

Him:Ifigured..ButI'mhereandI'mnotgoing

anywhere..

Me:metoo...

Him:IloveyouKris,Ican'timaginemylife

withoutyouandIwon'tsurvive..ProbablyIwill

killsomeone,Ipromiseyou..Iwouldratherbe



deadthanwatchingyouwithsomeoneelse,just

soyouknow..Youaremylifeline

Mybreathingwasabutheavyashepulledme

muchclosertohim..

Me:Iloveyoutoo...

Hesoftlykissedmylips,butthatkissturnedinto

averyemotionalkiss,filledwithelectricvibe

thattravelledinmybody.Isurrenderedathis

touchedrivingmecrazyeachminute,each

second..BythetimehepulledoutIwas

breathless..

Him:good,becauseyouaremine..

He'sphonevibratedmakingmemovebackabit

ashetookitannoyedbuthe'sfacesoftenedas

hereadwhateverhewasreadingonhisphone.

Me:everythingok?

Him:everythingokbabe..Everythingisperfect.

Hesaidsmiling,butIcouldsensethatthere

wassomesinistershitbehindthatsmile,he



couldn'thideitthatmuch.

******************

Isatonmybed,recallingtheday,Ndile,Mom,Dad

andeverythingelse..

Thereasonbehindwhytheychangedtheir

mindsstillhauntedme..whatmadethemthink

again?IhadspentthewholedaywithNdilebut

Ididn'ttellhimaboutthemigraine,Idontwant

tostresshimwithirrelevantbull.Ilaybackon

thebed,bothfeetonthebedasIfacedthe

whiteceiling.Mydoorswungopenandmom

gotin.Iclosedmyeyestakingadeepbreath.

Hereitgoesagain...

Mom:Kris

Me:mom

Shecameandsatbesidesme.

Her:I'mnottryingtoruinyourlifeorthatIdont

wanttoseeyouhappy.Iknowprobablythat's

whatyouthink,butdoyoupossiblythinkthat



after9monthsofcaringyouthenfull19years

oftakingcareofyouIwouldsetupamissionto

destroyyourlife..aftereverythingthathappened

doyoupossiblythinkI'mouttoseeyou

unhappy,toseeyouhurtorcrying?Youmight

thinkI'mnotyourmother,wecanalwaysdoa

DNAtestbutKrisIknowyouaremydaughter,I

gavebirthtoyou,tookcareofyoubecauseI

loveyousomuch,sohowcanIpossiblybeout

onamissiontomakeyourlifealivinghell?after

workinghardfor19yearstoalwaysmakesure

youaresmiling...

Sheheldmyhandwhileherotherhandwiped

mytearsaway..

Her:Ineverwanttoseeyoucrying,butallIwant

iswhat'sbestforyou...AllIwantistoseeyou

happyandforthepastmonthsIhavebeen

feelinglikeinlosingmydaughter,myKris..I

dontknowwhattomorrowmightbringbutIlove

youbaby...IloveyousomuchandevenifIdont

knowwhatwillhappentomorrowbutIwant



youtobehappy..MaybeImightnotbehereto

seeyouendurethehappinessyouhaveever

wantedbutIwouldbehappytoseeyou

happy..I'mjustLikeanyothermother,who

wantsnothingbutwhat'sgoodorwantthebest

forherdaughter..Bandileis..wellnottheguyI

hadinmymind,theguyIhaveeverimagined

youtoendupwith..he'snotbutifhemakesyou

happyI'mgoingtotakeastepback...I'mgoing

toletyoube...allbecauseIloveyou,andthere's

nothingmorethatIwantthanseeingyouhappy

baby..Iloveyou..

Shesaidkissingmyhand..Tearswerealready

blurringmyversion..

Shehuggedmetightlybeforelettingmego.

Me:youaresleepingwithme

Her:yes..

ThefollowingdayIwokeupabitearlybutIwas

aloneinbedthough,Ihadtogotoschool

especiallybecausemyfamilywashere,I



couldn'taffordtomissschool.Iwokeupand

didmynormalandusualroutine.After

preparingIwenttothekitchenandLeahand

Momwerethere,whilemomwascookingand

Leahwaseating..

Leah:Kris..

Mom:morningbaby...whendoesyourfirst

lessonstart?

Me:9

Mom:ok,yesterdaydidyouseeyourbrother?

Me:no

Mom:ok..letmedishforyou

Me:I'mrushing,Iwanttopickupthisfriendof

mine..

Mom:youwilleatontheway,Imadeyour

favourite..Youusedtolovethisonweekends.

Me:ok,youcandish..

Isatonthekitchenstoolasshedished..Talk



aboutemotionalblackmail.

Leah:ummhKris,Qjustsentatextandit'sfor

you..

ShegavemeherphonesoIreadthetext.

"Heybabe,pleasetellKristhatBandilesaidshe

shouldpickupsomeclothesforhimathis

houseandcomewiththeMercedesaftershe's

finishedwithherlecturesfortheday"

IgavebackthephonetoLeah..

Me:thismeansIwillhavetoleavemycar

behind..

Leah:yeah,Iwillgiveyoualift..

Me:yeah,IwillseeAveatschool

Leah:yeah..issheandMJdating?

Me:theyare...andIhopetheylast..

Leah:Sheremovedthepurplethingy..

Me:ohw..thoughIdidn'tseeanythingwrong

withherpurplehairpiece...



Leah:Ididobviously..

MomgavemebreakfastwhileIwasgivingLeah

thelook,IseriouslydontknowLeah'sproblem

withAve.

Me:thanksmom..

Iatethebreakfast,afterthebreakfastItookmy

bagandheadedforthedoorwithLeah.

Me:byeMma..

Mom:bye,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore

Shekissedmycheekbeforelettingmego.The

momentweopenedthedoordadwasstanding

there.

Dad:girls!

Leah:GoodmorningMrMacverdana..

Dad:goodmorningLeah,Kris

Me:morning



Dad:Igotpillsforthemigraine

Hesaidgivingmethepills..

Me:thankyou

Dad:ok

Wethenwalkedoutandwentfortheelevator.

Leah:didyoutellBandileaboutthemigraine?

Me:I..notyetbutIwill

Leah:youshouldhavetoldhimKris..

Me:itsjustamigraine,nothingserious..

Leah:nothingserious?Thismigrainecanlead

to..-

Me:IsaidIwilltellhim!

Isnapped,andimmediatelyafterthatIcould

feelregretbuildingup..

Me:I'msorry..Ijust..hehasalottodealwith

rightnow,Idontwanttoaddmoretowhathe's

alreadyfacing..I'msorry



Leah:Iunderstand,I'msorrytoo..

Me:no,youarejustdoingwhatafriendwould

do..

Shesmiledaswegotinhercar.Arrivingat

schoolIfoundAvestandingweresheusually

waitsformebutshewasalone.

AswegotthereLeahwentherownwayleaving

mewithAve.

Me:hey

Ave:Kris,hey

Shehuggedme..

Me:youlooklovely..

Her:sodoyou..

Iwaswearingablackskinjean,blacktopwith

Bandilesjacketwhichwassobigwhileheron

theotherhandwasinamidthighbodyhugging

dresswhichhasabareback,herafromadeher

lookextrahot.



Me:me?please,anywaywhat'stheoccasion?

Ave:can'tagirllookgood?

Me:ohw..

Welaughedaswewentforourlessons.

ImmediatelyafterallthelessonsIwalkedout

withAvesoshehelpsmefindtransportwhich

takesmetoBandile'shood.

Me:I'msogladweonlyhad2lessons..

Ave:yeahtellmeaboutit..Icouldn'tgetholdof

youonweekend..

Me:lotofstuff,activitywastakingplace..my

familyisaround.

Ave:why?whathappened?

Me:youdon'twanttoknow..

Ave:Idon'twanttobeyourightnow

Me:yeah..

AveescortedmetilltotheplacethatIfind

transport..Sheleftmealreadyinsidethetaxi.



Bandileshousewasabitofadistancefrom

school.ThemomentIarrivedIgotintohis

housewithoutevenknocking.Gettinginsidethe

sittingroomIfoundSabrinaalreadystanding

up..

Me:Sabrina..

Her:wholetyouin?

Me:Iletmyselfin..

Her:whatdoyouwant?

Me:IcamehereforsomeofBandilesclothes.

Her:welldon'tworry,hisclotheshavealready

beentaken..

Me:ohw,ok..

Iwalkedupstairstohisroom.Talkingto

Sabrinawasjustawasteoftimeandenergy.I

dontknowbutaccordingtomethisgirlhasa

seriouscrushonBandileandthefactshe

makesitsovisiblemakesmewanttojustlung

ather.IgotinBandilesroomthenwenttohis



closerandtookouthisbrownchino,whiteT-

shirtandhismilitaryjacketandsomesneakers.

IplacedtheminanovernightbagIsawinhis

room.AfterpackingthatIwenttohisdrawers

thentooktheMercedescarkeys.Withsomuch

confidenceIwentdownstairsandSabrinawas

onherphonebutshedidn'tseeme,shehadher

backagainstme.

Her:hewon'tlistentome..hesays..he..GodKat!

Listen..hewon'tbelievemeok..hewon't

becausehe'sisn'tstupid...Idontknowbuthe

saidhewillkillme..he'sprettyserious..Idont

knowifHapishisornotok..IdontknowbutI

thinksheshis...Idontknow,butifHapishis

childhe'sgoingto..-

Sheturnedinfrustrationseatingonthecouch,

thenoureyesmet.Hemouthdroppedopenas

shewidenedhereyes.Quicklyshewipedthe

tearsthatwereonherface.

Her:Icanexplain..Itsnotwhatyouthink..itwas



amistakeKris,Idontevenknowhowit

happenedbutInevermearbttofallpregnant..

Please..I'mbeggingyoudont..Bandilewillkill

me...I'mnotsureifitshisdaughteror

not...please

Shecontinuedblabbingthingsbutitallwent

silenttome,Daughter..Bandilesdaughter?My

heartbeatfast,fasterthantheusual,daughter?

Ibackedawayfromherwhileshecontinued

cryingandtalkingnonstop...Foramoment

thereItoldmyselfShe'splayingme,She's

prankingmebecauseshedoesn'tlikeme,that

shejustwantsmeandAndiletobreakupbut

themoreshecrieducouldtellthiswasnojoke.

Her:Kris,pleaseI'mbeggingyou,pleasedon'ttell

him...hewill...youknowhowheis..

IwalkedtothedoortoBandile'scar,Iheldmy

tearsback..thiswasn'ttrue,itcouldn'tbe..

Idroveoutsidethegatestraighttothehospital.

AllIwantedwasforhimtotellmethisisnot



true,thatsallandeverythingwouldbeok.With

myheartbeatingfastIdrovetothehospital.

.

BANDILE

.

Q:so?

Me:wegothimexactlywherehe'ssupposedto

be..There'snoescapeplanforhim

Q:yeahbutwhataboutTaylor?

Me:Samwillsortthatout,he'snolongera

problem..

Q:great,atleastnowyoucanbreath..

Me:yeah..

Q:haveyouheardfromKansas?

Me:yeah,everythingisgoingwell,actuallyNicole

bringsalotofmoney..

Q:youaregoingtohell..Godwon'tevenwantto



listentoyourexcusesnotthatyouhave

excuses..

Me:Ido,shewasmessingwithmyheart..Ifyou

wanttoseeIcaneasilykillyougoforKris..

Q:whatever,lookletmegetgoing..Leahsaid

Krismustbeonherway,I'mgladyounolonger

goingtojail..

Me:yeah..Iwillhityouuplater..

BeforeQcouldwalkoutthedooropenedand

Krisgotin,hereyesweresorednodoubtshe

wascryingbutwhatgotmewasthewayshe

waslookingatme.Qimmediatelyleft.

Me:babe..

Her:didyouordidyounoteversleepwith

Sabrina

Me:what?

Her:didyoufuckeneverfuckedSabrina?

Shehissedgettingfurious,readytokill..



Me:babe..-

Her:dontopenyourmouthtolietomeBandile

Thulani

Me:shit!Icanexplainbabe..

Her:ohwyoucan?goahead..

Me:Iwasdrunk,Iswear..andIdontevenknow

howithappened..Iwasoutifit..

Me:soallalongyou...youguysactlikeyouare

familybutdeepdownyouknowyouarefuck

buddies?

Me:ithappenedonlyonce,Iswear,only

once..babeitwasamistakeanditwasway

beforeyou..

Sheputthebagshewascarryingdownasshe

slideinthefloorwithtearsgushingout.

Her:did...didSabrinatellyoushewaspregnant?

Me:yeah..shedidbut..I..

Her:youwhat?youmighthaveachildoutthere..



Me:itsnotmine,I'msure..thekidisnot

mine..wewilldoaDNAifthatsit,pleasedont

leaveme..Iloveyou..

Iwasnowinthefloorwithher,Ihavenoteverin

mylifefeltasweakasIfeltthatmoment,the

factthatshecandothistomewithouteven

tryingmakesmesoweak.

Me:Iloveyou..

.

KRIS

.

Hekissedmytearsthenmylipsslowly,then

wentdowntomylips,kissedthecornerofmy

lipsbeforehislipsfinallyfoundmine.Heowned

mylips,kissedmeharderthatIcouldfeelmy

lipsgoingnumb.Finallyhepulledoutleaving

mebreathless.

Him:Iknowwhatyouprobablythinkbutthat

childain'tmine...yesIdidsleepwithmycousin



butIdoregretit..there'snodaywherebyIjust

wokeupandwaslikeIwouldsleepwithmy

cousin..

Inoddedobviouslytryingtobelievehim,Ihad

to..Ineededtoobutmyheartwasswellingup

eachsecond,wonderingwhat'sgoingtohappen

ifshe'sreallyhischild...Whatwillhappen?YesI

knewthatBandilehasalotofbaggagewithhim

butachildisjustahardlimit,somethingIwon't

beabletodealwith..

JustwhenIthoughteverythingwasgoingwell.

.

SAM

.

Mike:nowTaylorisgoingtokillyou..

Me:Iknow,webrokeup..

Mike:whycan'tyoufindyourownprey?whydo

youalwayshavetogoforgirlswhicharetaken?



Me:LizzyandI,wejust...itjusthappened..

Mike:ohwwell,youmadeyourbed..Ihopeyou

arereadytolieonit..

.
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BANDILE

.

.

~AWEEKLATER~

Him:howbadisit?

Me:wenottalkinglikeweusedto..she's

shuttingmeout..

Him:anddoyouBlameher?LeahsaysKrisis

done..



Me:Imessedup..IknowbutSabrinahappened

beforeher,whyshoulditmatternow?

Him:becausethere'sachanceofachild..Imean

shesonly19..

Me:I'mdoingaDNAtesttoday..

Him:haveyouseenthechild?

Me:no..IwillseeherwhenIseeSabrina..

Him:andwhatifthechildisyours?Youare

goingtoloseKris..

Me:Iwon'tletherfindoutifthechildismineor

not..Idon'twanttoloseher..

Him:itsgoodtobeyou..alwaysmakingyour

problemsdisappear

Me:circumstancesbruh..Kriswilldefinatly

leaveme,andIcan'tletthathappen..Ilovehera

lot..

Him:ok,letmeknowhowitwent,asforSam..

Me:he'sgoingtosuffer,butnotthatmuchonly



becauseofKris..

Him:aiiok,call..

Ithenhungup,ithasbeenaweeksincethe

confrontation,andIseemtobeslowlylosing

Kriswitheachsecond.Shedoesn'tanswermy

callssometimes,shejustignoresme..Idont

evenknowwhattodoanymore,ItoldherI

woulddoaDNAtestbutshetoldmethatmy

sleepingwithmyowncousinisnother

business..

AftertalkingtoQ,Idrovetothehospitalwere

Sabrinaissupposedtocomewiththechildthat

shethinksismine..

Arrivingthereshewasstandingatthefront

gatewiththechild,thechildlookedlikeshes4

Yearsoldorso.

Me:howoldisshe?

Her:4..ummhHap,sayhitoUncleBandile..

Hap:hello



Sheutteredsoftly,tobehonestthechilddidn't

looklikeme.

Me:what'syourname?

Isaidkneelingbesidesher.

Hap:mynameisHappyKatsoLesika

Me:ohnicenamesHap..

IstoodupsotofaceSabrina..

Me:thiskidain'tmineandyoufuckenknowit..

Her:languagepleaseBandile..

Me:let'sgetin..

Wewalkedin.

*****************

Afterawhilewewalkedout.

Me:wewilltalkwhentheresultsareout..and

byeHap..

Hap:bye..

Shesaidsmiling,Iwalkedawayfromherthen



wenttomycar,IwantedtoseeKris..theact

shesgivingmehastostop.

.

KRIS

.

Icouldhearthetheknockbutmyfeetwasjust

tooheavyorIjustwasn'tfeelinglikevisitors.

MomandDadleftafewdaysagobutfunny

enoughIneversawLizzy.Samalsowentback

andIwasratherrelieved.Bandileand

I..were..wellIjustthoughtIneededsomespace

fromeverything,tothinkthings

through..everythingthathappenedwasjusttoo

much..EverythingthatcamewiththeloveNdile

andIsharedjustbroughtalotofshitthan

expected.ButthenIcamehereforhim,because

Ilovehim..chosehimoverfamilybecauseIlove

him,butachild..thisisnotsomethingIprepared

for..Theknockgotmuchmorelouderbythe

secondthatfinallyirolledoutofbedandwent



forthedoor.Iopenedthedoorandmyworst

nightmareappearedthere..Myheartfrozeand

hesmiled.

Him:willyouletmein?

Me:Venus!

Hepushedmeoffthedoorbymywaistwith

himgettinginside.

Him:imissedyou..alotbabe..

Me:ummhI..metoo,howdidyou..

Him:Ihavemyways..youlookmorebeautiful

thanthelasttimeIsawyou..

Me:youaren'tbadyourself..Ummhyou..I..God!

Myheartwasjustbeatingfast,thiswasadream

Iwantedtowakeupfrom,itcouldn'thappen..

Thiscouldn'tbehappening...itjustcouldn't.

Him:whyareyoulookingsoflushed?Kris..

Me:youarehere...Bandileisgoingto..-

Him:Idontthinkhe'sgoodforyou,andyou



knowiteitherwaybutI'mnotheretodiscuss

someonewhodoesn'tevenknowme..howare

you?

Ijustlookedathim,hestillhadhishandsonmy

waist.

Him:Youlookprettier..howareyouKris..its

beenlongandtobehonestIstillloveyou.I

triedtomoveonbutitsnotthesame..especially

becauseIstilldoloveyoualot.IknowI

messedupbutIwasnevergoingtohurtyou

Kris,ImighthavepretendedbutattheendI

reallytrulylovedyou..Iknowyoucan'tsee

what'sinmyheartbutletmebehonestwith

you..Iloveyousomuch..andyouhavemyheart

KristinMacverdana..IknowImessedupbig

timebutallIwantisachance,onelastchance

isallIaskfor..

Me:Ilove..-

Hecutmeshortashislipsmetmine,sucking

mylipsthenourtoungesrollingagainsteach



other.Thekissfeltlikethefirsttimewehave

everkissedbutquicklyIpulledwhenIheardthe

dooropening,myheartwasnowbeating

abnormallyasIlookedatthedoor.Ihavenever

gotscaredofanythingmorethanhowIfeltthat

moment.Myheartwantedtoleapoutofmy

chest,IsighedasIrealizeditwasLeah..

Shestoodbythedoorallfrozen.

Venus:Leah...

Leah:Venus..

Shewhispered..

Me:whathaveIdone...Bandileisgoingtokill

me..

"AndwhywouldIdothat?"

ThemomentIheardthatIwishedformyown

death,allIwantedthatmomentwastodieand

disappearonthesurfaceoftheearth.

IlookedatBandilewhostoodbythedoor,his

eyeswereburning,hewasangryIcould



see..he'seyeswerestuckonVenuswhojust

stoodthereallrelaxed.

Ndile:andwhatthefuckishedoinghereKris?

Me:I...ummh..he..he..ummh

Ndile:dontirritatemeKristin,whatinthe

fuckingnameishedoinghere?

Heaskedsorelaxedbuthiseyestoldmethis

guyisgoingtokillsomeone..

Me:Idontknow..

Ndile:beforeIkillsomeoneKristin,Iwanthim

out,now!

Me:yeah...ofcause..ummhVenusyouneedto

go..

Venus:Krisyoudonthavetodoanythingyou

dontwanttodo..hedoesn'townyou..

Bandilechuckledmakingmeswallowhard,if

onlyVenuscouldjustlisten.

Me:Venusplease..



Venus:hedoesn'townyouKris,hedoesn't

deserveyou..he'sfuckedup..youdontwantto

mixedwithhimbabe..

IdontknowhowBandilemanagedtocome

fromthedoorbuthedid,andthenextmoment

allIknowisVenusisonthefloorgroaningin

agony..thatmomentIcouldalmostsee

Bandilesanger..

Ndile:let'sgoKristin..

HesaidwalkingoutandlikealostpuppyI

followedbehindhim.Thedrivetohishouse

wasquite,onlymyhardbreathingIguesswas

theonlysound.HeparkedinHisgaragethen

gotoffthecar.Ifollowedhiminsidethehouse

takingdeepbreathestocalmmyselfdown.So

muchhappeninginoneday.

Hewenttothekitchenandcamebackaftera

whileholdingabottleofwhiskyinhishandand

satdown.Hetookthefirstgulpstilllookingat

me.



Him:whatthefuckwashedoinginyourhouse?

Me:I..Idontknow..Iswear..hejustcameafew

minutesbeforeyougotin..

Him:IknowI'mnotthebestboyfriendoutthere

Kristinbut..-

Me:im...Iloveyou...Iwouldneverhurtyou..

Him:ohw,thatswhyhe'sCologneisallover

you?whydidn'tjuststaywithhimifthatswho

youwanted?

Me:I'msorry..Idontknowwhathappened..

Him:youknowwhathappenedKris..youkissing

yourExboyfriendiswhathappened,stopbeing

stupid..

Me:I'msorry..

Him:yeah..

Hecontinueddrinkinghiswine.Ijuststood

therewithtearsstreaming.

Finallyheputthebottledown,andstood



up,walkingtowardsme.Mylegsheavedashe

gotclosertome.

Him:takeoffyourclothes..

Ilookedathimandhewasn'tjoking,hewas

damnserious..

Him:fuckingtakeoffyourclothesKristin!

Hesaid,withacalmvoice.WithshakinghandsI

tookthemalloff.

Him:gobath..

Ididn'twastetimeIwenttohisroomandstood

onthecoldshower,tryingtogetmymind

wrappedaroundthewholesituation.Aftera

whileIheardtheshowerdooropening,Ilooked

behindmeandhestoodtheretogetherwithhis

wine.

Him:youmaycomeoutnow..

ItookthetowelandwrappedmyselfasIwalked

out,hewasnowseatedonthebed.Iwentand

satbesideshim.



Me:I'msorry..

Him:whatonearthdoyouwantmetodoto

provehowmuchIloveyou?Whatdoyouwant

metodohuh?isthisbecauseofSabrina?Itold

youthatkidain'tmine..whatdoyouwantmeto

do?ifyoudontlovemefuckengetout

now!leave!Aftereverythingwehavebeen

throughtodayit'sthis?getout!

Hethrewhiscarkeysatme.

Him:takethecarandleave..now!Ican'teven

faceyou!

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere..Iloveyoutooand

I'msorry...I'mnotgoinganywhere..

Isaidcrying,Icouldn'tleave...notnow,not

ever..Venuswasjustamistake.

Helookedatmeforawhile.

Him:Kristindoyouwantmetothrowyouout

becauseGodknowsIcan..

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere,Iloveyouandyou



only..Itwasamistake,thatIdontevenknow

howithappened..

Him:okfine,canyouleavemyroomsinceyou

refusedtogoKristin?

Ilookedathim,apartofmefeltlikeitwasall

over,hehatedmebutanotheronejuststood

firmontheground,thinkingthathe'sjust

angry..hewillcomearound.Istoodupand

walkedoutofhisroom,wentdownstairsand

justsatonthecouch.Icouldn'tstoptearsfrom

makingtheirwayout,andIknewifthisisthe

endofhimandIthenit'sbecauseofme.I

shouldhavepushedVenusaway.IthinkImight

havefallenasleepbecauseIwokeupwith

someonetappingmyshoulder.Iopenedmy

eyesandIfoundNdilelookingatme.Imight

havehavecriedmyselftosleepbutthe

headacheIwashavingontheotherhandwas

unbearable.IblinkedacoupletimesbeforeI

finallysatupstraight.



Him:Ithinkitstimeyouleave,youhaveschool

tomorrow..

Hethrewhiscarkeysatme..

Him:drivehome,andIwillsendsomeonetopick

ituptomorrow..

Me:whycan'tyoujustdropmeoff?

Him:IhavesomewhereIneedtobe..

Icarefullystudiedhim,hewasdressedinthe

clothesIhadbroughthim.Ilookedinhis

eyes,tryingtograspsomethingfromthenbutI

couldn'tseeanything..

Me:arewe..ummharewebreakingup?

Him:whywouldwe?

Myeyesfelldown..

Him:nowyouwon'ttalk?Thecarisinthe

garage..

Inoddedholdingmytearsback,Iheldthem

backasmyheartbroke.Itsallyou!myinnerself



screamedandIcouldn'tseemtoarguewith

thatbecauseitsthetruth.

Me:Iloveyou..

IsaidbeforeIwalkedout.Iwenttothegarage,

andhisMercedeswasparkedinside.Igot

in,andreversedoutandasIdidthatthegate

opened.Idroveoutofhisyardanddrove

away,butnothome..Ididn'tdrivehome.Ijust

drovesomewhereIdidn'tknow,afterprecisely

30minutesIstoppedthecarandgotoff.Isat

besidesthecarandbrokeintoaloudcry,asI

feltthepaininmyheartsinkdeepinme.Iknow

physicalpaincanbepainfulbutthepainIfeltin

myheartwasmorethananyphysicalpainI

haveeverendured.Icried,ignoringthe

Headachethatgotworsebytheminute,I

ignoredeverythingelseandcried,becausethats

allIcoulddo..cry.

AfewhourslaterIhadfoundmywayhome,I

foundLeahpacingupanddownonthephone.



Her:shesnothereok?Shesnothere..

Sheturnedandoureyesmet.Icouldseerelief

rushoverthem..

Her:sheshere,yeahshejustarrived..Andshesa

mess..yourfrienddoesn'tdeserveher!

Shesaidbeforehangingupandcoming

towardsme.ShehuggedmetightlyandIdidn't

havetheenergytoevenhugback,tearsjust

involuntarystreamed.

Her:dontcry..pleasedon'tcry..

Shesaidwipingoffmytears.Inodded..

Iwenttomyroombuttheheadacheneeded

pills.Itookmybag,andsearchedthroughitfor

them.Itookthewholesmallcontainertothe

toiletandtookmorethanwhatI'msupposedto

normallytake.Idrankthemdownwiththetoilet

tapwatertoavoidLeahonmycase.Iwentback

tomyroomandlayonthebedshuttingmyeyes

tightly.Theheadachedidn'tstopanditwas



becomingunbearablebytheminute.Iwentto

thebathroomagainwiththecontainerandtook

themagaintogetherwithpainkillersmomhad

left.ThetimeIwentbackagaintomyroom,the

momentIclosedmyeyesmybodycooperated

andshutdown..everythingwentblankandI

wisheditcouldbelikethatforever.Solitude

peacerainedandthepainwasgone.

.
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KRIS

.

.

Ilookedathimandhehadhiseyesonmenot

movingaway.Hiseyestoldmealot,andoneof

thethingswasthathewasmad.



Ndile:Ithoughtyoupromisedyouwon'teverdo

thiseveragain..

Me:Iknow..Ihadaheadache

Ndile:still..itdoesn'tmeanyoucanalways

overdosepillseverytimeyoufeellikeitKris..

Me:Ididn'tknowwhattodo..

Ndile:youlovecryingdontyou..Ibetyourtears

arealwaysreadyforaction

Ilookeddownblinkingmytearsaway..

Ndile:howareyoufeelingnow?feelanybetter?

Islowlynodded..

Ndile:looknowyoumissedschoolfor2full

daysjustbecauseofwhat?IknowI'mangry

withyourightnowbutitdoesn'tmeanI'm

leaving.Orbreakingupwithyou..YouknowI

loveyousomuch..

Istillkeptmyheaddown..

Ndile:Iwantyoutostophurtingmelikethis..I



dontwanttoloseyou.NowIhadLeahonmy

casetellingmehowmuchIdontdeserveyou

andhowmuchshehopesyouleavemyfucked

upass..maybeIdontdeserveyoubecausemy

lifeisfuckedupsoIwantyoutochoose

Kris..betweenmeandthatKid,I'mnotgoingto

beinacompetitionwithakid..

Me:itsyou..IloveyouandIwantyobewith

you..onlyyou.I'msorry

Ndile:yeah..ifyouhadsaidhim..wewouldhave

startedplanninghisfuneral..Andthemigraine?

Whydidn'tyoutellmeaboutit?

Itookadeepbreath

Me:Ididn'twanttostressyouup...Iwasgoing

totellyou

Ndile:whatever,wewilldealwiththistogether..

Hekissedmyforeheadhuggingme.Iheldonto

himgettingintoxicatedbyhisCologne..

EventhoughIwasinhisarms,apartofmestill



feltlikehe'sherebecauseiminhospitalnot

actuallybecausehewantstobehere.Justthen

thedoctorcame,butitwasthesamedoctor

whooncetreatedme.

Dr:lookslikewearemakingprogress..Youcan

talk,yesterdayyoudidn'twanttotalk.

Ijustnodded..

Dr:anywaysIthinkyouareoffthedangerzone,I

lookedatyourcasewithsomeother

psychiatrist,Idontthinkyouaresuicidal,you

haveaconditioncalledSelf-harm.Hurting

yourselfintentionallytodealwithwhateveryou

aregoingthroughjustlikeyoudid.Overdosing

pillsisverydangerous.

Ndile:sowhatcanbedone?

Dr:welltherapy..Therapyalwaysworks,notjust

onesessionbutacoupleofsessions.If

somethingbadmusthavehappenedtoyou,you

mayresultinselfharmbecauseyouhadn't

reallydealtwiththesituation.



Ndile:ok..whencanshegetdischarged?

Dr:wellbecauseshesonsuicidalwatch,the

hospitalhaveorganisedatherapistforher..she

willhavetoseethetherapisteverydayfora

weekuntilwedischargeher.

Ndile:ok..

TheDoctorthenwalkedout.

Ndile:youwillbefineok...

Inodded,IdrankthosepillsbecauseIwas

tryingtodealwiththepaininmyheartmore

thantheheadachethoughIwasn'ttryingtohurt

myself,Ijustwantedtoforget..Notharmmyself.

Bandilesphonevibratedthathetookitandread

whateverithadreported.

Him:hey,ummhthere'sanemergency..Iwill

comebacklater..

Me:youcanalwayscomebacktomorrow..Iwill

beok.

Him:youhavestarted..Isaidiwillcomeback



laterandpleasedontdoanythingtoyourself..

Inodded.

Him:Iwanttohearyousayit..

Me:Iwonthurtmyself..

Him:good..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hethenwalkedout,Iclosedmyeyesinhaling

hisColognethatwasslowlyfadingaway.

"whatonearthdoyouwantmetodotoprove

howmuchIloveyou?Whatdoyouwantmeto

dohuh?isthisbecauseofSabrina?Itoldyou

thatkidain'tmine..whatdoyouwantmeto

do?ifyoudontlovemefuckengetout

now!leave!Aftereverythingwehavebeen

throughtodayit'sthis?getout!"

Hiswordsplayedatthebackofmyheadover

andoveragain.Ihurthim,Iknowit..Ihurthim

badlyandIwishIdidn't..IdontloveVenusI

lovebeyouBandile..IswearIdo.Mythoughts



weredisturbedasthedoorswungopenand

Leahgotin,holdingaplasticbagoffood.She

smiledassheapproachedme.

Her:babes..hey..

Shekissedmyforehead.

Me:IhurthimLeah..

Her:yeah..butItrustyouguyswillbefine..

Me:I'mprayingwedo,Iwon'tsurvivelosinghim..

Her:youwill,dontworry..wearestartingexams

in2weeks..

Me:yeah,thatswhyIneedtogetoutofhere..I

can'taffordtofail..

Her:areyougoinghomefortheholiday?

Me:obviously..Youcancomewithifyouwant..

Her:Imissmymomtoo,evenmydad..though

he'sapainintheass..

Welaughed..



Her:BandilesavedVenusright..I'mgladhebeat

him..

Me:ishegone?

Her:no..he'saround..

Me:God!

Her:dontworry,aslongasyouknowwhatyou

wantthisshouldn'tbehard.IfyouwantBandile

thenstickwithBandileandifyouwantVenus

thengotoVenus.

Me:IwantBandile..Ilovehim,Ilovehimso

much..Idontknowhowthatkisseven

happened.

Her:dontstresstoomuch..Ibroughtyoufood..

Shesaidhandingmesomesalads..

Me:thankyou,how'sAve?

Her:ok..

Me:ok..

Her:there'ssomethingIhaverealized..



Me:ohw,whatisit?

Her:Bandile...Idontthinkhewouldhold

anythingbackforyou..

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:Idontthinkhewillstopatanythingfor

you,youarelike...hisweakness..Whenitcomes

toyou..helooseshissanity..

Ilookedathertryingtogetwhatshessaying..

Her:whenyoucamelate,IcalledQbecauseI

wasworried..QcalledBandileandhetoldhim

youweregoneafewhoursagoandwhenhe

cametoknowyouhadn'tarrivedyethewent

crazy..wasabouttocallasearchpartybut

that'swhenyoucame..andtheninthemorningI

gotwokenupbyhisknock..hewasdevastated

andlookedlikesomeonewhodidn'tsleepa

wink,he'stheonewhotriedwakingyouup,and

tookyoutothehospital,Icouldseehewas

scaredandheblamedhimselfbutsodidi..He

lovesyou,maybetoomuchandthewayhe



lovesyouisjust..toodangerous..

IswallowedhardasIlookedather.

Her:andsamegoesforyou..Ican'tbelieveyou

hurtyourselfbecauseyouguyshadafight..

Shelaughed..

Her:Icanonlyimaginewhatwillhappenifyou

guysbreakup..

Me:Idon'twantustobreakup..

Her:butyoushouldkeepinmymind,youguys

arestillyettofight..loleat

Iate,aftereatingshehangedaroundalittle

whileuntilsheleft,shehadalateafternoon

lesson.Ithoughtabouteverythingshesaid,and

wellonmysideshesright..Idontknowwhati

willdoifIeverlosehim.Thedaywentwell,had

avisitfromMJ,andAve.Havingthemaround

mademydaygowell,becauseapartfromlying

onthehospitalbed,there'snothinginteresting

thatgoeson.Bandilewasstillnotback,and



eventhoughIhadtoldhimorsuggestedhe

doesn'tcomebackIwantedhimtocomeback,I

wantedhimherewithme...Ineededhimhere

withme.Myphonestartedringing,Ipickeditup

hopingitshimbutitwasLizzy.

Me:Lizzy..

Her:heybaby..

Me:Iheardyouwerehere,butIdidn'tseeyou..

Her:hadtogobackearlier..I'mreallysorry,butI

willmakeupforit.

Me:Iholdyoutothat..

Her:how'severyone,yourmom,sister,Sam?

Me:theyareok,butIdontknowaboutSam..I

haven'ttalkedtohimeversincetheyleft..

Her:ohw,he'snumberisnotgoingthrough?

Me:Ihaven'teventried..

Her:ohw,ummh..sowhendoyouplantocall

him?tocheckifhe'sokornot..



Me:Idontknow..Iwasn'tplanningto

Her:ohw..

Me:areyouok?

Her:ummhyes,just..ummhhowisBandile?

Me:ok,Iguess..

Her:ummhlookIwillcallyoubackok?

"Whowasthat.."

Iheardatthebackground,butcouldn'thearitall

asshehungup.Itsoundedlikedad'svoice

though..IsighedasIscrolleddowninmy

contacts,untilIfoundSam'snumber..

ReluctantlyIcalledhim..He'sphoneledme

straighttovoicemail.Itriedagainbutstillitled

metovoicemail.Iplacedmyphonedownin

defeat.Ifelteyesonme,Ilookedatthedoor

andthedoctorwasstandingtherelookingat

me.Hesmiledashegotin.

Dr:how'smypatientdoing?



Me:I'mok,butcan'tsaythesameaboutbeing

here..

Dr:Iknowthefeeling..Butitsjustaprotocolwe

havetofollow..

Me:Iknow..

Helookedatme,carefullyanalysingme..

Me:what?

Dr:I'mjusttryingtogetwhyyouwoulddo

somethinglikethat..Imeanyouareayoung

beautifullady,withagreatfuturethatawaits

her..whythenhurtyourself?

Me:youwon'tunderstand..

Dr:Ihaveallthetimeintheworld..

Ilaughed..

Me:dontyouhavepatientstobelookingafter?

Dr:nah..myshiftjustendedsoIhavemuchtime

inmyhands..

Me:howisitbeingadoctor?



Dr:itsok,IlovedoingwhatIdo..its

just..somethingIhavealwayswantedto

do..helpingpeoplemakesmehappybutthisis

notaboutme..Iknowwhatyouaretryingtodo

Ichuckledwhilehejustsmiled

Me:doyou?

Dr:hmm..so?why?

Me:Idontknow..becauseI'mscared..because

I'mscared..

Dr:scaredofwhat?

Me:loosinghim..Ifeel..like..

Iexhaled..

Dr:soyoudrankthepillsbecauseyoudidn't

wanttodealwiththethoughtofloosinghim?

Me:yeahandbecauseIhadaheadachethat

wouldn'tstop..

Dr:mixingpillslikethatisprettydangerous..

Me:Iknow..Ifeel..stupid?



Hechuckled..

Dr:itsoktofeel..stupidIguess..

Ilaughed..

Me:Ireallyneedtogetoutofhere,Ihaveexams

intwoweeksandIneedtogotoschool..

Dr:Iwillseewhattodo..maybearrange

somethingforyou..butonethingforsureyou

havetoseeatherapist..

Me:ok..

Dr:Iwillinformyourhusband..

Me:myhusband?

Dr:yeah..theguy..withtatoos..

Ilaughed

Me:ohw

Dr:yeah..surprisinglyIdontseenoringthere..

ThatguywasreadytokillmewhenIaskedto

talktothefamilyalone..



Ilaughed..

Me:yeah..Icanimagine..

Dr:butthere'ssomethingthatdoesn'tadd..

Me:whatisit?

Dr:howcanaguylikehimgetagirllike

you..beautifulgirllikeyou..itjustdoesn'tadd.

Nowit'slate,Iwillleaveyoutorest..

Hewinkedbeforewalkingout.Icheckedthere

timeanditwasaround1900hrs.Idontusually

sleepatthattimesotodaywasjustgoingtobe

afirst..Ifeltlonely,soalone..Ikeptmyeyeson

thedoorhopinghewouldarriveanytime,I

prayedhedoesandmyhopeswereattheir

mosthighestpoint.Buthedidn'tandfinallyI

closedmyeyesdrowninginsleepwithaheavy

heart.

.

BANDILE

.



IleanedagainstmycarastheAudiR8v10

pulledinandparkedinfrontofmycar.After

sometimehegotoutandwalkeduptome.

Him:Andy!

Me:thatsoundssogaybruh..

Hechuckled..

Him:gay?

Me:thatswhatIsaid..

Him:ssupdawg?

Me:non..

Him:thatsucks..heardyouaregettingmarried..

Me:youmissed..

Welaughed..

Him:sheahotty?

Me:obviously..

Him:Iwannaseeher..

Me:youwill..where'sJasmine?



Him:shethere..deifyingmeasalways..

Me:itsucksbeingJay..

Him:itdoes,beingmeisfuckery..

Me:yeah..sowhatyougatforme?

Him:I'mgatDonornSnuz..ownstheship..buthe

expensiveasfuck..

Me:thefirsttripissupposedtogivemeupto13

millionUSdollars

Him:he'scharging3milliondollars

Me:whatapricehe'sgatthere..

Him:tellmeaboutit..butIthinkitsallworthit..

Me:yeah..

Him:andyeahthecars..Igotthem

Me:youdo?

Him:yeahbutIdontcomecheap..

Me:Iknow,moneyisnotaproblem..

Him:andgoodthingyouareahacker..youcan



sortyourownsecurity..

Me:Iknow..let'sgotomyoffice..

Westartedwalkingtowardstheelevator..

Him:Istillcan'tbelievethisisyourwarehouse..

Itlookslikesomefancycompany..

Me:fordisguiseit'sperfect..

Him:andIreallythoughtwhenIcomehere,I

wouldjustsmellillegalshitfromthegate..

Me:Ihadtocleanitup..policewasafterme

Him:thatsaburner..

Me:tellmeaboutit..

******************

~2HOURSLATER~

Him:andthatsallIguess..thisisgoingtocost

youshit..

Me:Iknow..butthewhatI'mgoingtogetoutif

thisisworthtakingcareof20peopleforyears..



Him:aiigoodluck..

Me:yeah..

Westoodupandwentdownstairs..

Him:Ineverknewyouwerethetype

Me:itsonlyforawhile.

Him:thatswhattheysay..humantrafficking

paysbutifitgoesdown..youaredead.

Me:dontworry..Igotthatcovered..

Him:wannagooutforadrink?

Me:nah,Ihavetoseemygirl..

Him:seeherwhere?

Me:hospital

Him:ain'tvisitinghourover?

Ilookedatmywatchanditwasalreadyaround

2200hrs.

Me:Iwilljusthavetothrowinsomecashto

somenurse



Him:obviously

Me:yeah

Him:whydoallthegirlsyoudatealwaysin

hospital?Areyouhittingher?

Me:IonlyhitNicolecauseshefuckencheaton

me..

Him:thatwasamessyone..onceupontime,one

daySamuelandBandilewerebestfriends..

Me:yeah.

Him:soyouguysaregoingtohateeachother

overaBitch?

Me:abitchIloved..

Him:butyouwerealsocheatingonher..

Me:Iwas..butSamwasmybestfriend..We

usedtofuckaroundtogether

Him:life..anyway..Wewillgoseethecars

tomorrow..

Me:good



Him:andpleaseprepareabeautifulgirlforme..I

willpay

IlaughedasIwalkedtomycar..

Idrovetothehospitalimmediately,obviously

shemusthavewaitedforme.Idrovemuch

faster.BythetimeIarrivedatthehospitalit

wasaround2300hrs.Itdidn'ttakememuch

timetogetinherroom.Shewasalreadyasleep

andlookedratherpeaceful..Itrailedmyhand

onherbeautifulface,I'mstartingtothinkthe

wayIloveherisjustgoingtokillme.Smelling

hisperfumeonheryesterdaysuffocatedme,I

evenfeltlikeIwasgoingtodieandithurtso

bad.IhaveneverlovedanyonelikeIloveKris

andprobablyI'mvulnerable,weak..and

everythingelse.literallyI'mathermercyandas

muchasIhateitIcan'tseemtochangeit..

Ikissedherslightlypartedlipssoftly.WhenI

pulledouthereyesopened.Shelooked

beautiful,shestheloveofmylife,mylife



basicallyandI'mnotgoingtoloseher..notto

somekidatleast.

Her:youcameback..

Shewhisperedsoftly..

Me:yes,ItoldyouIwould..

Her:BandileIloveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoobabe..Iloveyouvery

much..nowsleep..

.

SAM

.

Me:hello?

Her:finally..areyouok?

Me:Lizzy?Ithoughtweagreed..-

Her:yeahbutIcouldn'tgetholdofyoufor3

days..

Me:yeah,Ihavebeenbusy.



Her:Iwasworried..

Me:I'msorry,what'sup?

Her:hebeatme..heknowsI'mcheating..

Me:ShitLizzy!thisisgettingoutofhand

Her:he'sgoingtokillme..

Me:youwantout?

Her:hewillfindme,youneedtobecareful..He's

goingtokillusbothwhenhefindsoutitsyou

I'mcheatingwith..

Me:Iknow..

Her:IjusthavetoproveI'mnotcheatingand

everythingwillbefine..Iwillcallyouusingthis

numberok?

Me:yeahbutdon'tcalltoomuch..

Her:yeah..IloveyouSam..Ireallydo

.

KRIS



.

Me:no..Idontwanttosleep..

Him:Krisplease..

Me:no..sleepnexttome..

Helookedatmeforawhilebeforetakingoff

hisshoes..

Helayednexttomeandlaymyheadonhis

chest.

Me:Ithoughtyouwerenotcoming..

Him:Iwasn'tgoingtosleepwellwithoutseeing

you..howwasyourday?

Me:itwasok..

Hekissedmyforeheadasherubbedmy

back,hesmeltgood.IntotalsilenceIlistenedto

hisheartbeat.

Me:IdontwantustoeverbreakupBandile..

Him:metoo,Iwishforthattoobabe..



Hearinghimsaythatmademyheartmelt.He

wishedforthesame..nothingmadememore

happytohearthat.

Him:IloveyouKristinMacverdana

ThenextdayasalwaysIwokeupandhewasn't

nexttome,Iwasalone.IexhaledasIstoodup

andwalkedtothebathroom.Iwashedmy

face,brushedmyteethandbathedthencame

backtotheroom.IwashopingIgetdischarged

today.IsatonthebedasItookmyphone.

Therewasamessagefrommom.

"Youareclosingschoolsin3weeks,areyou

cominghome"

AfterreadingthetextIdialedhernumberand

sheansweredafterawhile.

Her:Kris

Me:mom

Her:howareyou?

Me:I'mgood,yesI'mcominghomeforthe



holiday..

Her:thatsgoodtohear,itwillbenicehavingyou

around

Me:yes..

ThedoorthenopenedandDrTerencewalked

in,hewaswithBandileandhehadchanged.

Bandilereallylookedhot,sohandsomeandhe

wasmine.

Me:mom,Iwillcallyou..Iloveyou

Ithenhungupputtingmyphoneaside.

Dr:morningKristin..

Me:morning..AmIgoinghome?

Bandilewalkeduptomeandkissedmycheek

makingmeflushandturnthecolourred.

Dr:wellyes,yourhusbandherewillhaveto

monitoryou..andIhavemadearrangements

thatyoucomehere3daysperweekfor2

weeks.



Me:ok..

Dr:Ihavealreadydischargedyou..andwellI

hopethesamethingdoesn'thappen.

Me:itwon't..

Dr:goodbecauseitwouldbealossif

somethingbadhappenstoyou..

Ilaughed.

Me:nothingwillhappenIpromise..

Dr:good,takegoodcareofyourself..

Andoffhewasgone.Istoodupandhugged

Ndile.

Me:hey

Him:hi..helikesyou

Ipulledoutfromthehug..

Me:who?

Him:thedoctor..

Ilaughed..



Me:stopbeingcrazy..

Him:I'mserious..Icanseethesigns..

Me:wejealousain'twe?

Him:thisisnotaboutmebeingjealousbecause

fortunatelyforyouI'malwaysjealous..Butits

thathewantsyou..

Me:wellIloveyou,andyouonlysohe'dbetter

forgetit..

IsaidstandingonmytoessoIcankisshim.

Themomentourlipsmet,hehungrilykissed

me,aneedingkiss..he'shandswenttomyass

andsqueezedmakingmegroaninbetweenthe

kiss.IpushedhimawayasIcouldstartfeeling

hisdickgrow.

Him:fuck!

HegroanedasItookastepback.

Me:nothere..

Him:lookatme



Hewasreallyhardbutthennothere.

Afterawhilewewerewalkingout..

Him:youaregoingtobestayingwithme..

Me:what?no..Leah..-

Him:Leahagrees...Ihavetokeepaneyeonyou..

Me:whattheheck?BandileI'mnotsuicidal!

Him:Iknow..

Me:noyoudon't!

Him:canwenotfight..babeplease

Me:Idontlikethis..

Iknewprobablyhedidn'ttrustmeenoughto

leavemealoneinthehouse,obviouslyscaredI

wouldcheatonhim.

Me:youdonttrustme?

Him:Ido..butyoursafetycomesfirst..Iknow

youaremadbutthisisallforgoodreason..

Me:thisisaboutVenusain'tit?



Him:whythefuckdoyouhavetoinvolvehim?

Me:I'msorry

HelookedatmeasIgotinhiscar,Ididn'thave

theenergytofightanymore..Itwasjust

draining.Hegotinhiscaralsoandstartedit.

Thejourneytohishousewassilentuntilhejust

stoppedthecarbesidestheroad.

Him:IloveyouKris,andIjustwanttoprotect

you..Idontwanttoloseyouok..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hethenstartedhiscaranddrovetohishouse.

Themomentwegotinsidethehousehepinned

meagainstthewall,pressinghisbodyagainst

minewhiledevouringmylips.Instantlyigotwet

asIfelthishardnessonmystomach.Hetook

offmytop,followedbymybra.Theatmosphere

wasjustintense.Icouldn'twaittofeelhim

insideme,Iwasthrobbingforhim.Heunzipped

mytrouseranddraggedthendowntogether

withmypantiesthenliftedmeupandplaced



meonthecouch.Iunzippedhistrouserthen

sneakedmyhandinhispantstohishardrock

dickandrubbedhim.Heclosedhiseyes

groaningthentookmyhandsofftakingdown

hisjeans.Afterawhilehewassinkinginme,I

pulledmyhairashestartedmovingandIcould

feelthepleasureeverywhereanditwas

just..justamazing.Ididn'twantittostop..

.

**ToBeContinued**
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Istoodatthetill,payingforthenewclothesI

hadjustboughtorratherBandilehadjust

bought.Afterthathotsessionheactually

thoughtitwillbeareallygoodideaifwego



shopforclothessinceIwillbestayingwithhim

temporarily.Ihadsuggestedwejustgoand

pickupsomeofmyclothesattheflatbuthe

refused."Iwanttospendmoneyonyou"hehad

said.Hehadexcusedhimselfbecausehehada

phonecalltotake.

Cashier:thiswillbeR12300

Thatsalot..andallforclothes.Ireallyhate

spendingalotonclothesoranythingelsefor

thatmatterbecauseit'sjustunnecessary

expenses.IgaveherBandilescard.Aftera

whileIwaswalkingoutoftheshoplookingfor

him.ThemomentIgotoutoftheshopmyeyes

metVenus's.Myheartstartedbeatingfast,this

won'tendwell.Hewalkeduptomeasmyeyes

ranaroundsearchingforBandile.

Venus:hey

Me:Ithinkyoushouldgo

Venus:why?scaredyourboyfriendmightcause

ascene?



Me:Venusplease..justleave

Venus:Iknowyouloveme..andtrustmeIlove

youtoo

Me:Idont..pleaseleave..thekisswasa

mistake,youneedtogoback..

Venus:notwithoutyou..

Me:Venus!

Venus:youcanalwayscomeschoolinOxford..

Plustheyofferthebest..He'snotgoodforyou

Me:Idontcare,whatmattersisIlovehimand

youshouldleave!

Venus:ishethereasonyouwereinhospital?

Me:no..canyouleavealready?

Venus:Kris..

Me:no!leave!Ifyoureallylovemeyouwillleave

rightnow..gobacktoschool..Ilovehim,andI

don'tthinkI'mgoingtostopatanysecond.

Venus:lookmeintheeyesandtellmeyoudont



lovemeandIswearIwillstopbotheringyou..

Ilookedathim..

Me:stopbreakingyourownheart..

Venus:tellme..tellmeKris..andIswearIwill

stopbotheringyou

Me:whyareyoudoingthis?stopit!

Venus:sayitKris..tellmeyoudontloveme..

Me:IdontloveyouVenus,Ilovesomeone

else..andI'mnotgoingtoletanything

jeopardizewhathimandIshare..noteven

you.willyouleavemealonenow?

Heputhishandsinhishead.

Him:IloveyouKris

Me:andIlovesomeoneelse..I'msorrybutI

thinkyoushouldleavenow..

Isaidalreadyretreatingfromhim,Istillcouldn't

seeBandile.Itookadeepbreathtryingto

processwhatjusthappened..Ilookedaround



againandstiilhewasn'tanywhereinsight.I

tookastepbackonlytobumpuntosomething

orsomeone.HisColognefilledmynostrils.

Me:Iwaslookingforyou

Isaidturningtohim..

Him:thecalltooklongerthanIthought..wedone

hereright?

Me:yeah..

Him:wannagotothesaloon?

Me:doIlookthatbad?

Him:no..youlookbeautifulasalways..

Me:Iguessgoingtothesaloonwon'thurt..

Wewalkedtothesaloon.

AfewhourslaterIwaswalkingoutofthe

saloonwithhimbesidesmeinalongthicktwist.

Itwasreallypainful.

Bandilehaddroppedmeatthesaloonand

camebackwhenIwasalmostdone.



Him:youlookreallybeautiful..

Me:itspainful..

Him:sorry

Hekissedmyforeheadaswewalkedhandin

handoutofthemall.Wegotinhiscarandhe

starteddrivingbuttheroutehewasusing

wasn'ttherouteweusuallyuse.

Me:wherearewegoing?

Him:I'mtakingyouout..forsomefreshair..

Me:freshair?itsaround1800hrs..

Him:Iknow..

Me:Bandile..

Him:yeah?

Me:istheKidyours?

Him:no..thekidisn'tmine..Itoldyou

Ismiledoutofrelief.

Afterawhilehehadparkedinfrontofsome



restaurant.

Hegotoutandcametomysideandopenedthe

doorforme..Igotoutandwewalkedinhandin

hand.IranoutofwordsasIlookedaround.

Therewererosepetalsinthefloor,atableinthe

middle,softmusicatthebackground.

Me:thisisreallybeautiful

Him:I'mgladyouthinkso..

Me:I'mnotevendressedthepart..lookatme

IwasinsomejeansandaT-shirt.

Him:sowhat?come..

Heledmetothetable,andgrabbedoutthe

chairforme.Isatdownashealsosatdown.

Him:Idontcareaboutwhatyouwearing,it

neverbothersme..

Ishylysmiled..

Ifeltlikearetardedperson,allshyinfrontof

him.Ifeltridiculousbutthen,canyouBlame



me..hejustlookedsohot.

Itseemedlikehehadbookedtherestaurant.

Thewaitercameafterawhileandweordered.

Everythingwasgoingwelluntilheaskedmeto

dancewithhim.

Me:IdontknowhowtodanceNdile..

Him:dontworry,Igotyou..come

Hestuckouthishandtome,afteralotof

hesitationItookit.Hepulledmeinanembrace

holdingmywaist,whileIjustplacedmyhands

onhisneckandmovedafterhimwitheachstep

hetook.Afterawhilemymindwasn'tevenin

thedancebutrathermymindwaslockedupat

thetheorythatI'minhisarms,hiswarmarms

andthere'snowhereIwouldratherbethan

beinginhisarmswhereitfeelssafe.

***************

~THREEWEEKSLATER~

.



Me:so,youaregoingtoZambia?

Her:no,Ihavefoundaparttimejob..soIwillbe

workingduringtheholidays.

Me:where?

Her:whereMJworks..

Me:ohw..

Ismiledather,shewasgoingtobeworkingat

Bandilescompany.

Me:wellI'mhappyforyou..

Shelookedatmebeforeburstinginlaughter..

Her:soyouwontsayit?

Me:saywhat?

Her:wellmaybesomethinglike"ohhAve,thats

myboyfriendscompanyyoubeworkingat"

Me:itdoesn'treallymatter..

Her:aiiyourboyfriendisloadedasfuck..

Me:yeah..



Wewalkedtomycar.Todaywasthelastdayof

schoolandIwasgoinghomethefollowingday.

Her:I'mgladwedonewiththeexams,andnow

wetakingabreak..

Me:metoo..

Shehuggedme..

Her:I'mreallygoingtomissyou

Me:metoo..

Her:isMsAmericangoinghome?

Ichuckled..

Me:yeah,LeahisgoingbutI'mnotsurewhen..

Her:ok..bye

Me:seeyou.Igotinmycaranddroveto

Bandileshouse.Ihavebeenstayingthereever

sinceIgotdischarged,Leahpersonallytoldme

shesokalonebutIhighlydoubtshesstayingat

homebecausethingshavebeenprettyserious

betweenherandQ.Bandilemademegosee



thetherapistatthehospitalandeverytimeIgo

thereIalwaysbumpintoDrTerence.He'sreally

aniceguy,he's28..hehadtoldmehisagethis

othertimeIwentthere..Ipressedthegate

remotethatBandilehadgivenmeandthegate

openedasIdrovein.IclosedthegateasIgot

insidethehouse.Ididn'tseehiscaroutside,well

hehasmanycarsbutIknowhealwaysuses

theMercedesC63anditwasn'tinmeaninghe's

nothome.Iunlockedthehouseandgotin.It

wasaround1400hrs,soIwenttothekitchenso

toatleastpreparelunchbuttherewasanote

onthefridgeandimmediatelyItookit,itwas

scribbledinBandileshandwriting.WithasmileI

readit

"Iwon'tbehomeearlytoday,IwenttoCapetown

toseeEnhleandIvysopleasedontwaitup.I

loveyou,

Bandile"

MysmilefadedasIputtheletterdown,itwould



havebeenniceifhehadtakenme,isobadwant

toseeEnhlebutthenhealwayskeepsmeaway

fromhisfamilyaffairs.Iwalkedoutofthe

kitchenandwenttothebedroom.Yesterday

afterschoolIwenttotheflatandtooksomeof

myclothesthereandasuitcase.Igotinthe

bedroomandtookoutmysuitcasefromthe

closetandplaceditonthebed.Iwentbackto

theclosetandtooksomeofmyclothesand

carefullypackedtheminthesuitcase.Bythe

timeIwasdoneIwasabittired.Iwent

downstairstothekitchen,tookoutaplateof

lastnightlasagneandplacedinthemicrowave..

Ididn'thavetheenergytoCook.AfterawhileI

wassittinginfrontofthetveating.Beingalone

inthishouseistrulydepressingbecausethe

houseisjustsobig.AfterEatingIwashedmy

plate,whileIwasstilldoingthatanideacamein

mind.Iwasgoingtowaitforhimtillhecomes

back.Itookaquickshowerbeforechanging

intosomelingerieIhadboughtthisotherday



withLeah,wellLeahhadforcedmetobuyit.I

appliedlipstick,thenputonmysilkygownand

satinthesittingroomwaitingforhim.I

deliberatelylockedthedoorsandleftthekeyon

thedoorsothatwhenhecomeshewillbe

requiredtoknockincaseIwouldhaveslept

thenIwouldwakeup.Istruggledtokeepawake

andaroundmidnightIslept.Myeyelids

couldn'ttakeitanymore.Myphoneringing

wokemeup,withmyeyesclosedIanswered..

Me:mhhhm

CallerID:babeopenup..

QuicklyIblinkedmyeyesopen..

Me:youarehere..

Iwokeupandrushedupstairsleavingmy

phonedown..Ilookedatmyselfonthemirror..

Thelipstickwasstillthere..Iwentback

downstairstothedoorthenunlocked,SlowlyI

openedthedoor.



Him:hey,I'm..-

He'sspeechstoppedashiseyeslustedovermy

body..Hegotinthehouseclosingthedoor

behindhim.

Him:wow!

Me:youlike?

Him:yeah..

Hedroppedthegowntothefloorleavinginthe

lingerieonly..

Me:Iwaitedforyou..

Him:good..

Hesaidclosingthegapebetweenus,hishands

foundmywaistandhepulledmetohim.

Him:youaresobeautiful,reallybeautiful..

Hesaidcaressingmybodyslightlyandmybody

shiveredtohistouch.Hekissedmylipsashe

pickedmeupandwalkedwithmetohisroom.

Heputmedownassoonaswegotinside..



Him:iwanttomakelovetoyourightnow..

Hesaidcuppingmyface.Mybreathingwas

alreadyunstable.Hislipsfoundmine,andsoftly,

gentlyhekissedmylips,histoungecoaxing

minemakingmefeelbutterfliesinmystomach,

hishandsmovedfrommyfacetomywaistand

broughtmerealclosetohim.Thatnightitwas

different,itwasn'tanythingwehadeverdone,he

wasverygentlelikethefirsttime,hemadelove

tome,touchedmeeverywhereexploringmy

body,eventhewayhekissedmewasdifferent

andIlovedeveryminuteofit.Thefollowingday

Iwokeup,lockedinhisarms.Ifonlyheknew

howmuchIlovebeinginhisarms.Hishand

wascaressingmybacksoftly.Hewassowarm..

Him:awake?

Iquicklyclosedyeyes,tryingtofakeasleep..

Him:IknowyourbodyKris,andthewayyou

breathwhenyouaresleepingandrightnowI

knowyouareawake..



IgiggledsoftlyasIheldhimtightly.

Me:morning

Him:morning,howdidyousleep?

Me:Isleptwellyou?

Him:Ididn'tdomuchsleepingMrsThulani

Me:ohw

Hechuckled..

Him:ifIcould,Iwouldhavegoneallnightand

day..

Igiggledshyly,hewasreallymakingme

uncomfortable,myfacewasalreadyburning.

Me:I'mgoingtomissyou,willyoucomesneak

aroundwithme?

Him:obviously..

Me:how'sEnhle?

Him:she'sgood,itsalmostover..

Me:I'mglad..andIvy?yourmom?



Him:andIvy..wellshesok..there'safamilyget

togetherthing,somereunionfrommymother's

sideofthefamilyandshewantsustogo..

Me:youguysshouldgo...afamilyreunionis

supposedtobringthefamilytogether..

Him:Iwantyoutocomewithme..

Me:Bandile..I'mnotfamily...thisisafamily

thing..

Him:andyouaremyfamily..Please

Me:Bandileno..please

Him:youwantmetobeg?becauseIwill..

Me:wewilltalkwhenIcomeback..

Him:itsinDecember..

Me:great..wewilltalkthen

Him:babe..

Istoodup,pickinguphisT-shirtwhichwason

thefloorandslippedinit.



Me:I'mgoingtomakebreakfast,whatdoyou

want?

Him:I'msureMma'Nyarahasalreadydonethat..

Isighed..

Me:yeah..wellI'mgoingtoeat..

Isaidalreadywalkingtothedoor.

Him:babe,I'mbeggingyou..Iwanttointroduce

you..

Me:youwillseemedownstairs..

Iwalkedoutandwentdownstairs,leavinghim

screamingmyname.Whatifhisfamilydoesn't

likemethatmuch?Ican'thavethat..Withevery

stepIgrewmoreandmorefirmonmydecision.

Iwasn'tgoingandthatsthat!

Igotdownstairsandthatswhenithitme,its

weekendandMma'Nyaradoesn'tcomeon

weekends,IhadtoaskBandiletostopher

becauseIcanmanageperfectlywithoutheron

weekends.Istartedpreparingbreakfast,after



stickingmyheadsetsinmyears.Iplayedthe

LeonaLewis'splaylistIhadforgetting

everythingthatwasgoingon.Aftermaking

breakfast,IdishedupandthatswhenIrealized

hewasleaningagainstthecounter,dressedup

inamilitarytrouser,whiteNikesneakers,anda

buckethattopless.Histrouserwasabitlow

thatIcouldeasilyseehisKevinKleinbriefs.He

lookedheavenly,sohot.Hisabswerejust

there,andtatoos..helookedsodamnhotand

sexy.QuicklyIsetmyeyesoffhisheavenly

upperbody,Ican'tbedroolinglikethis...Ibitmy

lowerlipasIturnedawayfromhimgivinghim

myback.Ididn'tremovetheearphones,hadto

usethatasawaytodestructmyself.Ipoured

thejuiceintotwoglasses,avoidinghiseyesat

anycostbutIcouldfeelhiseyesburnmyskin,

finallyIsatonthekitchenstoolandremoved

theearphonesplacingmyphoneaway.

Hewalkeduptomeandmademegetoffthe

chairmakingmeseatinthecounterwithhim



gettingbetweenmylegs.

Him:Idontknowwhyyouarerefusing,butifyou

notcomingwiththenI'mnotgoing..

Me:what?

Him:ifyounotcomingwithme,I'mnotgoing..

Hesaidkissingmesoftly..

Him:simpleasthat..

Me:ohw...

Iliterallyranoutofwordstosay.Itslikehehad

justpushedmeacornerandtherewasno

escapeplan.

Heletmedownandplacedmeinthestool

againwhilehesatbesidesme.Weatein

silence,wellIdidn'tdomucheating,Imeanhow

couldIhave?Ihaveaboyfriendwho's

emotionalblackmailingmeintodoing

somethingIdontwanttodo.Aftereatinghe

actuallyofferedtowashthedishes.Whilehe

didthatIwentandtookalongdeservedbath.I



satinthebathtubjusttryingtoputmymindat

ease.AfterthebathIwalkedoutofthe

bathroomwithatowelwrappedaroundmy

body.Hewasseatedonthebed,busyonhis

phonebutimmediatelyputitdownwhenhe

noticedmeintheroom.

Him:whattimedoesyouplanedepart?

Me:1530hrs..

Him:dressup,Iwanttotakeyousomewhere..

InoddedasIwenttohiscloset,woremyhigh

waistjeans,withablacksilkyseethroughtop

thatIhadtuckedinwithwhiteAdidassuperstar.

Iletmybraidslose.Allmydressinguphewas

actuallylookingatme..

Him:done?

Me:yeah

HeputonawhiteAmaniT-shirt.Ireallydidfeel

insecure..

Wewalkedouttohiscar.Momentslaterwe



weredrivingsomewhereIdidn'tknow,Iwas

lookingoutsidethroughthewindow.Theway

Bandilealwaysmanagestokeephisfamily

problemsfromme,buttodayhewantstomeet

hisextendedfamily.Itjustdidn'tbalanceandhe

hastoknowI'malsohumanandsometimes

himshuttingmeouthurtsalot.Thecarfinally

stopped.Wewereatsomeplace,andfrom

whereheparkedIcouldseehorses.Thistook

mebacktowhenIwas14,dadhadtakenme

andAlexforahorserideanditdidn'treallyend

well.Ifeltsickafterthat,neverwantedtotryit

againever,Ididn'tevenridealongdistance..

BecauseIwassoscared..Iwouldhaveurinated

onmyself.Ilookedathimhopingandpraying

thatsnotwhat'sabouttohappen.

Me:wearehorseriding?

Him:uhhyeah..

Me:I'mnotdoingit..

Him:wecan'tbackoutnow,wealreadyhere..



Me:Idontcareaboutthat..IsaidI'mnotdoingit..

Him:wearereallyinabadmode?

Me:Ijustdontwanttodoit

Him:Kriswhat'swrong?

Me:nothing..Idontlikehorseriding..

Him:soallthisjustbecauseyoudontlikehorse

riding?

Me:yes

Him:I'mnotstupid

Ikeptquite..Didn'thavetherightwordstosay..

Him:babeifyoudonttellmewhat'swronghow

arewesupposedtohelpeachother?

Me:Idontwanttogotoyourfamilyreunion..

Thereitis..

Him:why?

Me:becauseyouhavenevermademefeelpart

ofyourfamily,soI'dratherhaveitlikethat..



Hesighedheavily..

Him:Ijustdonotwanttoburdenyouwithmy

neverendingfamilyproblems..sometimes

peopleleavetheirrelationshipsbecauseoftoo

muchburden..

Me:butIloveyou..andI'mnevergoingtoleave

Him:Iknow,Iloveyoutoo

Hebrieflyownedmylips,suckingmylower

lip,softlybitingitthenpulledout.

Him:I'msorryok..

Inodded

Him:canwenowgo

Me:no,I'mserious..Idontlikeriding,itmakes

mesick..

Thesentencefellondeafearsashewas

alreadyoutofthecartomyside,hewastop

quickthatbythetimeIthoughtoflockingthe

doorshehadalreadyopenedmydoor.



Him:wecandothisthenicewayorthehard

way..youchose

Me:Ndileyoudontunderstand..

Him:becauseIdontwanttounderstand

Me:babe..mylove..sweetheart..YouknowIlove

yousomuch..

Him:andIloveyoutoo..somuch,morethan

anythingintheworld..Nowlet'sgo

Hepickedmefromthecarandplacedmeon

hisshoulderlikeIwasadryAutumnleaf.His

handwenttomyassandsqueezedmakingme

squirmandgiggle.Wewalkedclosetothe

horsesandstoppedatsomeguy..

Him:Bandile

Ndile:MrOlimpia..

Him:Iseeyouhavebroughtcompany

Ndile:yes

Heputmedown



Ndile:thisismygirlfriend,Kris,andKrisbabe

thisisMrOlimpia..Theowner

Me:nicetomeetyouSir

Him:likewiseyoungLady..Come

Hesaidmotioningustosomehorse.

Wewalkeduptoit,ithadthatbrownishcolour

andbigsotosay.

Him:thisishim

Ndile:he'singoodshape?

Him:yes..fitandhealth

Ndile:excellent..

MrOlimpiareleasedthehorseandwalkedit

outsidetosomeopenfield.Ndileheldmeby

handandwewalkedbehindhim..

Me:Bandile..

Him:babe,thiswillbefun..believemeplusIwill

bewithyou



Hesaidkissingmyforeheadbutthatdidn't

makemefeelbetter..

MomentslaterBandilewashelpingmegeton

thehorse,anditstartedmoving..Iwasalready

shaking..

Me:Bandile..

Ndile:weareholdinghimbabe,dontworry..just

breath

Me:pleaselet'sgohome..

Ndile:Iboughtthisforyou

Me:youcanreturnit..

Helaughed,Ididn'tknowwassoamusing

aboutthis..

Afterawhile,hehoopedbehindme.Icould

finallybreathnowhewaswithme..

Him:relax,I'mherenow..

Isighed..

Thehorsestartedmovingslowly,creatinga



distancebetweenusandMrOlimpia.

Me:pleasedontmakeitrun..

Him:ok..

Wemovedslowlybutthehorsewasincreasing

itspacefromtheminute.IknewitwasBandile

controllingitwiththerope..

Me:Bandile!

Iwarned..

HejustchuckledandbeforeIknowit,itwas

runningfast..makingmeclosemyeyestightly

hopingI'dwakeupfromthenightmare.Bythe

timewewerebackatMrOlimpiaIwasjust

numb.Hegotoff,thenhelpedmeoffbuthewas

welcomedbyvomitthatspilledalloverhisshirt.

HeputmedownasIcoughedandhetookoff

hisT-shirt.

MrOlimpiagavemeabottleofwatertorinse

mymouth.

Me:Thankyou..



Ndile:wellthatwentwell..

Me:I'msorry

Him:no,itsok..

Hekissedme..

Him:Istillloveyouandwewilldefinatlycome

back..

Me:youalone..

Wewalkedbacktothecar..

Him:wewillpassbytheshops..

Me:andyouwillbelikethat?

Him:likewhat?

Me:shirtless..

Him:youcan'tpossiblywantmetoweara..-

Me:Itoldyounottorunthehorse..

Him:okfineI'msorry..Youwillgetintheshop

andIwillstayinthecar..happy?

Me:dowhatyouwant..



Him:youaresocute..

Bythenweweredrivingbackhome..He

stoppedbysomeshopsandgavemehiscard.

Him:aT-shirtplease..

Me:ok

Igotoffthecarandwentinsidetheshops.I

browsedthroughuntilIboughtajustplain

whiteT-shirt.

Me:youcanwearthis..

Helaughed..

Me:what?

Him:nothing

IgavehimtheT-shirtIbought..

Heworeitandweresumedourjourney

home,thesingTakecarejustonplayinginhis

car.WhenwegottohishouseallIwanted

basicallywasjusttosleepbutthenIhada

planetocatch.WefoundLeah'scarparkedat



thegateandshedroveinwhenwedid.

Her:hey

Shesaidhuggingme,Bandilekissedmycheek

thengotinthehouse.

Me:hi

Her:JesusI'mgoingtomissyou

Me:metoo..how'sQ?

Her:wegood..wegettingthere

Me:thatsnice..sowhenareyougoing?

Her:ummh...I'mnolongergoing

Me:why?

Her:Ihaveotherplans

Me:withQ?

Sheshylynodded..

Me:ok

Her:yeahbutItoldmyparentsIwillbeworking



Me:goodgoing

Her:pleasecoverformeincaseneeded..

Me:ok

Shehuggedme..

Her:soBandile..

Me:no..wenotdiscussingmyman

Her:comeon

Me:no..

Her:Kris..

*****************

Him:Iwillcallyouok..

Me:ok,Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoutoobabe

Hisphonevibratedandhetookitoutand

silencedit..

Him:Iwillcomeover



Me:ok..

Hepulledmetohimandclaimedmylips.After

awhilehepulledout..

Me:bye

Isaidwalkingawayfromhim..

Wewereattheairportandmyplanehadjust

beencalledout..Iturnedtoseehimandhewas

stillinthatposition.Ismiledturningawayfrom

him.IhadcommunicatedwithTshepie,Dylan

andBK,theywerecomingontomorrowandas

forAntony..hewasn'tcoming...

GettingintheplaneIsatdownalreadymissing

him,Imeanforthepast3weekswehavebeen

together24/7andnowitsgoingtobeso

different.ImmediatelywhentheplanetookoffI

stuckinmyearphonesandjustlistenedto

musictakingmeaway.WhenIarrivedexcitedly

Igotofftheplane.Icouldn'twaittoseemom

andAlex.ArrivingatthewaitingareaIswearI

gotparalyzed.Hewalkeduptomeandtookmy



bags.

Him:hey

Me:Sam

.
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Ilookedathim,andhewasthere..myown

brotherwho'snotreallymyfavouriteperson

rightnowstandingbeforeme.Hesmiled..

Him:Kris..

Me:Sam

Hethenhuggedme,andIcouldn'tresist,I

missedhim..Imissedtherelationshipwe've



alwayshad..ourdaytodaytalks.

Him:youlookbeautiful..

Me:wasIuglybefore?

Him:Idontwantyoutocry..

Ichuckle..

Me:me?cry?please..

Him:youknowyoulovecrying..Fromyoung

age..rememberthattimewithCharlize..

Ilaughed...CharlizewasourneighbourwhenI

was10,tobehonestthatgirlwasabully..We

thenmoved,leavingher..Iwasratherglad

becauseshealwaysmanagedtomakemecry..

Me:mxm..shewasabully..

Him:Isawheryesterday..Shesreally

grown..andshebeautifulasfuck!

Me:shesalwaysbeen,anywaywhendidyou

arrivehere?

Him:let'stalkandwalk..



Hetookmybagandwestartedwalkingoutof

theairporttohiscar.

Him:Iarrivedafewweeksago..Ineedsome

timewithmyfamily..Thatstheonlysafeplace

Iknow..

Me:yeah..homeisalwaysthesafestplacethere

is..

Him:how'sschool?

Me:good..I'montopofit..

Him:thatsthespirit..

Me:IwishIcamewithmycar..

Helaughed..

Him:thankGodIbroughtmine..yourmotheris

verystingywhenitcomestothatBMW..

Me:tellmeaboutit..

Him:yeah..butanywaysoyouknow..weare

goingtoMochudi

Me:fuck!UncleKgotso?



Him:yeah..itsfuckedup..

Me:howmanydaysthere?

Him:afew..

Me:let'srunaway..

Him:goodplan

Welaughed,itfeltgoodtobelaughingand

talkingtohimlikethis..liketheusual.

Him:how'syourboyfriend?

Ifroze,thenlookedathim..

Me:good..he'sgood

Wegotinsidethecarandhestarteddriving

home.

Him:ishe?

Ilookedathimagain,hopingthisisnotan

argumentarising..Iwashappy..Wewerehappy

afewminutesago..

Me:Sam..



Him:I'mnotfighting..I'mgenuinelyasking

Me:he'sok..

Him:weusedtobefriends..

Me:huh?

Him:yourboyfriendandI..weusedtobefriends..

Me:untilhisexfiancé..Girlfriend?

Him:Ican'treallysay..I'mnotsaintbutIcan

justifythewholethingwithNicky..Ididn'tjust

sleepwithNickyjustforthesakeofit..Nicky

wasneverhistobeginwith..

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Him:Isawherfirst..Shewasmy..

Me:ex?

Him:yeah..youcanputitlikethat..butIdidn't

carewhathappensafterwecalleditquitsuntilI

sawherwithBandile

Me:didheknowshewasyourEx?



Him:yeah..lookallI'mtryingtosayis..I'mnota

monsteryourboyfriendportraysmetobe..

Me:henevertalksaboutyou

Helaughed..

Him:doesn'thenow?

Me:yeahonlyhehatesyou

Him:Idon'tknowKris,butIhaveareasonto

hatehim..itsnotallbecauseofsomebrood..no

alotofshitwentdown..andI'mgoingto

toleratehimjustbecauseofyou..I'mnothappy

youaredatingmyenemy..Butforyou..I'm

goingtomakepeacewithitbutjustknowIdont

likehim..andIwon'tstartanymoment..Ihate

him,evenmorenow..becausehewentformy

sister..

He'svoicewasabitstrainedbuteachwordhe

saidhunginmyheart..

Me:thankyou

Him:itsallforyou..



Bythenhewaspullinginsideouryard,home

sweethome..Imissedthisplace.

Me:Imissedthis..

Him:itsgoodtobehome..

Hesteppedoutofthecargoingtotheboot,and

takingmybag..

Ashedidthatmyphonerang,hewasalready

calling.QuicklyIanswered.

Him:babe

Me:hey,Ihavejustarrivedathome..

Him:thatsgreatbabe,Imissyou..

Me:metoo,Samishere..

Him:ohw..Isthatagoodthing?

Me:yougoingtohavetoputwhateverbeefyou

havewithhimaside,he'smybrother

Him:Ineversaidhewasn't..andmindyou..Ihave

putitasideforsometimenow



Me:good,Imissyou

Him:Imissyoutoo,I'mgoingoutwithmyboys

tonight..

Me:ohw..besafe

Him:I'malwayssafe

Me:ok,Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoutoo

ThenIhungup.Samwasalreadyinsidethe

houseandAlexwasstandingbythe

door,grinning..

Isteppedoutofthecar,andwalkedtowardsher.

Her:Kris

Shehuggedme,abitmoretightly..

Me:okImissedyoutoo

Isaidpushingheraway..shesmiled..

Her:I'mgladyouarehere

Me:isit?



Her:itis,comeonin..

Ilaughed,thewayshesaiditseemedlikeI'ma

firsttimeguest.ThemomentIgotinsidethe

houseIwaswelcomedbyatighthugfrom

mom..God..Imissedthissoul.

.

BANDILE

.

Her:I'msorry..IreallyI'm..please..please..I'm

beggingyou

Me:lookI'minthemiddleofsomethingandhow

aretheyevenlettingyoutalktome?

Her:pleasedontdothistome..itwasall

Sam..Sam

Me:Samplannedhissister'srape?

Her:no,buthetoldmetodoanythingtogetyou

back

Me:Sam?



Her:mhhm..he...hedoesn'twantyouwithhis

sister..

Me:hmm

Her:Bandileplease..I'mdying..I'mgoingtodie,I

dontwanttodie..don'tkillme

Me:Nicole..

Her:Ihaveasister,whodependsonme,a

family..I'mbeggingyou

Me:onlyonelasttime,nexttime..maybeyou

shouldstartpreparingyourownfuneral

AndIhangedup..ThewayIwasangrythat

moment..Foraguywhoclaimstolovehis

sisterthiswasjusttomuch.Withouthesitation

Icalledhim..Maxhadinformedmeaweekago

thatSamiswithhismother,probablytokeep

safebecausethere'snowayTaylorwouldever

hurtKris'smotherbecauseSamisherson..only

son.

Him:Samuelhello?



Me:soyouputyoursister'slifeindangerjust

becauseyouhateme

Him:ohw,whatanicesurprisebrotherinlaw..

Me:nowIhavetoadmit,you'vereallymademe

angry

Him:haveI?Ialwaysthoughtyouwerealways

angry

Me:I'mgonnagetyou

Him:let'sseehowKrisfeelsaboutthat..Kris!

Hecalledout..

Him:maybeitstimesheknowswhoyoureally

are..youtellher,Idontwanttobetheoneto

burstherlittlebubble..

Ichuckled

Me:I'mnottheonewho'sgoingtohaveasister

whohatesmeforever..I'mnotKris'srelative

justboyfriend

Him:youloveherandshe'smysister,yougonna



havetodealwithit..I'mtryingtotolerateyour

ass,andwhatthefuckdoyoumeanI'mputting

mysisterslifeondanger?Letmetellyouwhat's

puttingherlifeindanger..itsyou!herbeingwith

youexposeshertoawholelotofshityou

alwaysattract..

Iheardhersmallvoiceatthebackground..

Her:huh?

Sam:ahhyourboyfriendthinksIhavealready

killedyou..ApparentlyI'mdangertoyou

Igotabitdisturbedbyacoupleofgirlspassing

by,Ihadtoshiftfromtheirway.

Her:hello?

Me:IthinkI'mgoingtokillyourbrother..

Her:what'sthatnoise?

Me:I'mout,withtheboys

Her:canyouguysgetoverwhateveryoufight

about?



Softlyshesaidwithhertinyvoice,Imissedher

Sam:itsyourboyfriend

AndnowI'mreallygoingtosnapHisthroat!I

hungup.

IwalkedintothebarandjoinedQandJay..

Q:everythingok?

Me:yeah

Jay:where'syoursupposedlywife?

Me:wenttoherholiday..

Q:sucksbeingyou

Me:completely..Iwishshewasn'tSam'ssister..

Jaylaughed

Jay:probablyhe'sthinkingyouareusinghis

sistertogettohim

Q:obviously,tobehonestifIwasSam..Iwould

havelongkilledyou..

Me:mxm..



Somecoupleofhalfnakedgirlspassed

us,giggling..

Jay:theyarehot

Q:Ithoughtyouhadsomeone..what'shername

again?Jessica?

Me:Jasmine..

Q:yeahJasmine..

Jay:shesnothere,yourgirlfriendQ,sheain't

here..YourwifeAndile,isnothere

Q:youknowhowKrislovestripping..Shewould

dumphimjustfordancingwithsomebrood..

Theylaughed..

Jay:thisgirlseemstohaveyouwrappedaround

herfinger..

Q:shehas..thisniggaisgoingnutsoveramixed

race

Jay:relax,shesnothere..

Hestoodupandwentforthosegirls..



Q:yougood?

Me:whenisTaylorgoingtofindout?

.

KRIS

.

Me:whatwasthat?

Sam:wemakingprogress

Me:Sam!

Sam:I'mtiredIwanttosleep..canyouplease

leave

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhereuntilyoutellme

whatexactlyisyourproblem

Sam:Mma!yourboyfriendistheonewhocalled

menottheotherwayround..nowpleaseleave

astogivemetimetoescapegoingtoMochudi..

Iwalkedoutofhisroom,somethingwas

definatlyupbutthenIcouldn'taskBandile..I

dontwanttobeaPrickygirlfriend..



IwenttomyroomandIfoundmomseatedby

thebed.

Me:Mom

Her:comeseat..

Iwalkeduptoherandsatbesidesher.

Her:howoldareyou?

Me:18goingto19inAugust10

Her:areyouhavingsex?

Mymouthdroppedopen,360°open..Ithentook

adeepbreath,tryingtosteadymybeatingfast

heart.Theairjustgrewthickallaroundme..

Me:noI'mnot..

Her:noyounot?

Me:yes,I'mnot..

ShelookedatmebutIcouldn'treallyreadher

facialexpression..

Her:Iknowyouarelying..



Me:what?

Her:breath

Ididn'trealizeIhadbeenholdingmybreathtill

shesaidit..

Her:Iknowyouare,Ijustwantyoutobecareful..

Beingpregnantatsuchyoungageisjustan

unwantedimplication,somethingyoudontwant

togothrough..Beingpregnantatyoungageisa

setback,youarealwaysgoingtohaveachildto

worryabout..Idontknowtheintentionsthat

tattooedboyhaswithyoubutbecareful..

Ikeptmysilence,Alexthenwalkedinsidethe

room.

Mom:knowthatyouareherrolemodel..leadby

exampleKristinThompson...

Shethenstoodupandleft..

Alex:and?

Mr:areyouhavingsex?



Shelaughed..

Her:no

Me:good,youaretooyoungforsex..

Her:howmanyyearsamIagain?

Ilaughed..Shejoinedmeonmybed.

Her:Imissedyou..

Me:metoo,how'sschool?

Her:itsallgood..youlookbeautiful

Me:sodoyou..weshouldgotothemall

tomorrow

Her:Mochudi

Me:yeah

Her:yeahbutinthebrightersideSamiscoming

Me:yeah,youmustbehappy..

Her:Iam..how'stattooedboy?

Ilaughed..



Her:eversincemomsawhim,he'snewnameis

tattooedboy

Me:welltattooedboyisok

Her:aiiI'drathersayRomeo..andyouareJuliet..

Me:fuckoff!

Her:Iwishyoucanstayhereforever..

Me:Ialsowishforacoupleofthingstoo..

Her:obviously..

WetalkedtillshefellasleepbutIcouldn't

sleep,Iwasjustsleepless.Iloggedinon

Facebook,therewasn'tmuchhappening..SoI

decidedtocallNdile..

Hisphonerangunanswered,andIguesshe

wassleeping.Itriedonelasttime,andthistime

heanswered..

Me:babe..

Iwhisperedtryingnottomakingnoise

Him:shouldn'tyoubesleeping?



Igiggled..

Me:Ican'tsleep..

Icouldhearnoiseathisbackground.

Me:areyoustillwithyourboys?

Iaskedcheckingthetime..Itwasaround

0210a.m..itwasreallylate

Him:yeah

Iheardsomefemalegiggling..Callmeinsecure

orwhatbutthatwasenoughtoparalysemefor

life..Myheartstartedbeatingfast..

Him:weareatsomeclub..

Me:ohw

Him:andI'mnotflirtingwithanyone..

Inodded..

Him:babetalktome

Me:ok..Ididn'tsayyouwereflirting..

Him:Iknowbutsometimesyouareabit



insecure..

Ok,thathurt..itreallydid..I'minsecure?

Me:ummhletmenotdisturbyou,I'mfeelinga

bitdrowsynow..

Him:areweok?

Me:yeah..justtired..theflightandstuff..

Him:youjustsoundabitoff..

Me:ohw,itsAlex,she'sbesidesme..Idontwant

tomakeher..ummhuncomfortable..

Him:Kris..

Me:Iloveyou..bye

AndimmediatelyIhungupandswitchedmy

phoneoff.Ijustfeltanoverwhelmedfeeling

andIcouldn'tfigureoutwhybecauseIknowI'm

insecure..Maybeitwasbecausehe'snotat

homeyet..Itookadeepbreathandclosedmy

eyes.Mybraindartedovertheinsecurityissue

overandoveragainbeforeIsleptandworking



up,Ihadathrobbingheadache.IgroanedasI

openedmyeyes,myversionwasabitblursoI

blinkedacoupleoftimesbeforeIcouldseea

bitclearly.Lookingovermyside,Alexwasthere

sleepingpeacefullybesidesme..Igotoffthe

bedandwenttothebathroomwithmytoiletry

bag.Itookashowerthenwentbacktomy

room.Ichangedintomytrainingwear.The

headachecouldn'tleavesoIdrankthemigraine

pillsthentookAlex'sipod.afterthatIwent

downstairs,tookabottleofwater,unlockedthe

doorsandoffIwasgone.After30minutes

roughlyofrunningIwastiredsoIsatdownasI

triedtogetmybreathingtogobacktothe

normalrate.Ilistenedtowhateverthatwas

playing.IhadtheurgetocallBandiletojust

checkifhe'sokornotbutthenIdidn'twantto

seemsoinsecure..AfterawhileIstarted

walkingbackhome,theheadachehadstopped.

Arrivinghome,IfoundSaminthekitchen,

drinkingmilkstraightfromthebottle..



Me:ain'ttherenocupsnthishouse..

Him:yeah..areyouok?

Me:mhhm..sowhat'syourplan?

Him:ohwellI'mgoingtoseeThaps..

Me:canIcomewith?

Him:mmaitwillbeboysonly..

Me:IreallydontwanttogotoMochudi..InfactI

dontwanttogoanywhere..

Him:why?

Ijustshookmyhead..

Him:aiigoodluck

Hesaidstandingupandwalkingout.Isighed

asIwalkedbacktomyroom..Alexwasn'tin

bednow..shewasn'tintheroom..

IwalkedovertomysuitcasewhichIhadn't

unpackedyet,thentookouttheclothesIwas

goingtowhere..AsIputmyclothesonthe

bed,thedoorswungopen..momemerged



Her:gobathKris,weneedtogo

Me:ok..

Shethenwalkedout..Alexwalkedin

immediatelyaftermomleft..shewasdressedin

akneeheightbodyhuggingdress,conversewith

asummertransparentJersey.

Me:youlooknice..

Shelaughed

Her:thanks..IwanttobeherewhenTshepie

arrives

Me:lol..Ithinkwearesleepingover..

Her:thatswhereyoucomein..

Me:andwhatamIsupposedtodo?

Her:tellmom,thatweshouldcomeback..

Me:shewillrefuseyouknowthat...

Shethrewherselfonthebed..

Me:youwillseehimtomorrow..



Her:Iwanttoday..

Me:aiisuityourself

45minuteslater,wewerelockingthedoors.

Mom:let'sgogirls..

Alex:Sam?

Mom:hehadajobinterviewtogoto..

Ialmostburstintolaughter,trustSamtocook

upthiskindoflie..Wegotinsidethecar,Isatat

thebackseat.MomdrivetoMochudi,silence

hadjustfilledthecar..IstillhadAlex'siPodwith

me,andIwasjustlisteningtoherplaylist

ignoringeverythingelse.

****************

Him:ahhLerato,weshouldstartexpecting

BogadiforLetlhogonolo..Shesgrownintoabig

girl..

UncleKgotsosaidoncewehadsettleddownin

hishouse.LetlhogonoloismyothernamethatI



loathewithallmyheart,Ihatethatname.

Mom:obuannete(youtellingthetruth)

Me:nyaaBathong..(no)Letlhogonoloke

mang?(who'sLetlhogonolo)

Theylaughed..

Me:gakerati..lasemolaakere(youarestarting)

Uncle:ehhsorrymma..Thatoisthatyou?

Alex:inflesh..

Uncle:hehenyaaLerato..ogodisetsebanaba

sentle,relebogamodimo(youhaveraisedthis

kidswell,wethankGod)

Mom:yes,whereisWame?

Uncle:aiiyouknowmywifeneverseatsdown..

Welaughed..

Uncle:I'msohappyyouhavebroughtthekids

Lerato..

Mom:soamI..



LaterthateveningIwashelpingUncleK's

wife,Wame,cookdinner.

Her:thelasttimeIsawyou,youwereThato's

age..

Ilaughed

Me:itsbeentime..

Her:yes,how'suniversity?

Me:itsgood,okaeLarona?(where'sLarona?)

Laronaistheironlychild..

Her:she'swithmymom..walapisa(shestiring)

Ilaughed..

Me:thatswhyIdontwanttohaveKids..

Her:so?

Me:so?

Her:doyouhaveaboyfriend?

Ilaughed..

Me:what?



Her:youhaveright?

Me:Idont..

Her:youmothertoldme,gatweojolale

basimanebaditatoo..

Ilaughed..

Me:ijo...really?Thisisveryinteresting

.

BANDILE

.

Her:dealis,Ibringmysistertoyou,butyouhave

totakemebacktoGaboronethenbringme

back..

Ilaughed,shewasreallysmart.

Me:soyouwanttosneak?

Her:andyouwanttoseemysister..fairdeal..

Me:ummmh..Ok

Her:waitatshopright..wewillbethere..



Me:ok,don'tgetintotrouble

Her:troubleismylastname,Krisdidn'ttellyou?

Ichuckled

Me:no..

Her:20minutes,wewillbethere

Shethenhungup,assoonasshehungupacall

fromQgotin..

Me:yeah?

Him:Idontknowwhattosayanymore..

Me:dontsayanything..

Him:justbecauseshedidn'ttalktoyouthe

wholeday,youhadtoflythere..pussymustbe

realgood..

Me:shedrivesmenuts!withouteventrying

Him:haveyouseenheryet?

Me:notyet,I'mwaitingforher,hadtostrikea

dealwiththeyoungsister



Helaughed..

Him:ahh..thisgirlisreallydrivingyouinsane..

Soonenoughyouwillbelockedupinamental

home..Ithinksheneedsagoodhardfucking

Me:Icouldn'tagreemore..

Him:soNicole

Me:releaseherbuttellSenzenitokeepavery

closeeyeonher.

Him:okMrKristinMacverdana

Me:Voetsek!

Helaughedbeforehangingup..Idrovearound

untilIfoundtheShopriteshewastalkingabout..

AfterawhileIheardaknockonthewindow,it

wasnowreallydark.Irolledthewindowandit

wasAlex..alongsidewithKris,whodidn'tlook

muchpleased.Igotoffthecar..

Kris:andthen?

ShesaidlookingatAlex,whowaslookingatme



withthe"I-helped-you-now-its-your-turn"look.

.

**ToBeContinued**
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.

IknowAlexissneakybuttodayIsweartoGodI

givemysisteramedal.20minutesagoshehad

cametometellingmeshesonherperiodsbut

shedoesn'thavesanitarypadswithher.

"IneedpadsKris"shehadwhisperedtome.

"UmmhIdonthave"Irepliednowstressed

aboutmyownsister,ifonlyIknew.

"Let'sgobuy"shesuggested..



Imustsay,she'ssmart.

Sonow,hereIam..lookingatmyownsisteras

hereyesroamaroundalloverbutshehadher

fingerpointedatBandilewhowastryingso

hardtoswallowhislaugh.

Him:pleasedontbemadatyoursister..Itsme

Me:Alexandra?

Alex:Ireallyneedthepads..

Shesaidwalkingaway..leavingmewithBandile,

ImustsayIwassurprisedtoseehim

here...today.

Him:hey

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:yourphonewasn'tgoingin,eversincelast

night

Me:ohh..Iforgottoswitchiton..

Him:areyoumad?

Ilookedathim,washeherebecauseofthat?I



stoppedbreathingmomentarily..myheart

gettingheavierwitheachsecond..fuckit,how

canIdothistohim..

Me:areyouherebecauseim...Mad?

Him:soyouaremad?

Me:GodNdile..I'm..

Heclosedthespacebetweenus,Iwas

speechless,buttouched.

Him:Ihateitwhenyouaremad,whenyounot

talkingtome..it..Freaksmeout

Ilookedathim,GodknowsIlovehim..Ilovehim

somuch

Me:I'msorryyouhavetodealwithmy

sometimeschildishass..

Him:sometimes?

Ilaughed..

Me:ok,myalwayschildishass..

Him:Iloveyourchildishass,it'sfat..



Hesaidbringingmemuchclosertohim..

Me:BandilethisisnotJohannesburg,youcan't

justtouchmelikethis..Itsdisrespectful

Isaidtryingtowigglehimoffonlyforhimto

holdmetighter.

Him:whywilltheybelookingatus?

Me:becausetheyarefreetodoso,Bandilelet

go..

Him:no,matteroffactI'mgoingtokiss

you..rightnow,righthere

Hesaidclaimingmylipswithoutgivingmea

chancetoprotest.Icouldfeeleyesonus..

Igroanedpullingout..

Me:babe..

Him:allthewayheretogetpushedaway?

Me:lifehasneverbeenfair..

Beforehecouldrespond,Iheardsomeone

screammyname.



"Letlhogonolo?"

IturnedanditwasLulu..She'salwaysbeenmy

friendthisside..everytimeIcamethisside..

Shewasalwaysmyfriendbutthisgirlwas

forwardashell.

Me:Lulu?

Shelookedgrown,sogrown.

Her:ohmyGod,Ican'tbelieveit..

Shesaidwalkingtowardsme

Ndile:Letlhohonolo?

Me:don't!

Iwalkedtowardsherandwehugged..

Her:soyoudoknowhowtovisit!

Me:aowmma..aiinoshee!

Her:noserious,onkandileakere(youhave

desertedme)

Ilaughed



Me:aiinodarlingnever!wenaonumber1baeon

thelist..

Shelaughed..

Her:issalie!

Me:seriousbae..howareyou?youlooksobig

andbeautiful..

Her:nna?haibogirl!lookatyou..thatassis

biggerthanyou..

Me:mxmwenakana..

Her:and?

ShesaidlookingatNdile..

Her:who'sbrotherishe?hehotasfuck!

Me:lol

Her:noserious..Introduceme..

Me:sheee!Mosadi!(woman)thatsmyman..ke

abutibaeWame..sohandsoffmyman!

Her:tlhammadontsaythat..kantewhyareall



thegoodguystaken?

Me:lifeishard

Her:mhhmgivemeyournumber..

Igavehermynumber.

Her:Iwillcallyou..Doesn'thehavea

brother'nyanaorcousinwho'shotashim?

Ilaughed..

Me:don'tworry,ketlagobankanyetsa

sengwenyana(Iwillfixsomethingforyou)

Her:yes..nowgotoyourman..Alexissogrown..

IglancedatBandile,hewasnowwithAlexand

theywerelaughing,whatevertheywere

laughingatmusthavebeenveryfunbecause

Ndilewaslaughingreallyloud.Seeinghim

laughlikethat,wasjustpleasingenough.

Me:ok,sharp...

Her:willtalk

Ihuggedherthenwalkedbacktothem.They



keptquiteassoonasIstoodbeforethem.

Me:gossipingtendencies

Alex:isthatLulu?

Me:yes,shessobig

Alex:yeah,I'msurprisedshe'snotpregnant..

IlookedatAlex.

Me:thatsnotnice

Alex:justsomethingi'vealwaysassumed

Me:didyoufindwhatyouwanted?

Her:mhhm..

Ndile:Tlhogi..

Me:Ihatethatname

Him:Iloveit..

Me:I'msureyoudo

Him:getinthecar,let'sgo..

Me:gowhere?



Alex:justgetinthecar..

Wegotinthecar,andhestarteddrivingheaded

backtoGaborone.

Me:heydoyouknowwehavetobehome?

IsaidlookingatBandile,Icouldjuststart

imaginingmomfreakingoutalready..

Alex:wewillbequick

Me:youandwho?andwhyarewe...-ohhIgetit

now...

Alex:whatdoyouget?

Me:YougettomakememeetBandilesoin

returnhedrivestoGaboronesoyousee

Tshepisang..

Alex:tookyoulongenough..

Me:Alex,momisgoingtobeattheliving

daylightsoutofus,thisisnofairytale..

Alex:don'tworry,Igotthatcovered..Weareat

Lorraine's..



Lorraineisourcousinwholivesjustacrossthe

street..

Me:youseemtohavethiswholethingplanned

outperfectly..

Her:yes,matterfact,wearehavingasleepover

atLorraine's..

Me:isthatalietoo?

Her:mhhm

Me:wearegoingbackhome..Ifyouliedthen

wherearewereallysleeping?

Alex:hotel?

IlookedatBandilewhojustshruggedhis

shoulders..

Me:stopshruggingatme,wenotsleepingata

hotel..you..youaregoingtodriveusbackhome..

BacktoMochudi!

Ndile:willyoucalmdown?youstrainingyour

littlevoice..



Me:I'mcalm..thisismycalmestmood..

Ndile:thenbreath..Iwilldriveyouback..Ijust

wantedtoseeyou

Me:youarewastingmoney..whydidyouevenfly

here?

Him:becauseIcanandcanaffordit

Ilookedathim,lostforwordstosay.Because

hecan..andcanaffordit.Thiswasn'tjust

real..everythingwasn'treal..

Him:andbecauseIloveyou

Me:youshouldn't..-

Him:Iwanttobeabletogiveyoutheworld

Kris,becauseIlovebeyoubut..butyoumadat

medoesn'tmakemebreath

Me:Idontwanttheworld..Ijustwantyou...you

alone

Him:abouttheclub-

Me:no..I'mtheonewho'ssorry,I'msorryI



switchedoffmyphone..I'msorry

Him:itsok..

Alexthenstartedtosing,makingadisorder..

Whoevertoldmysistershecansingisevilas

hell!

Alex:Ilovethissong..nowthaty'allhavemade

up,let'splayit..

ShesaidgivingmeheriPod,Icomeconnectedit

tothecar,momentslaterthesonghadfilledthe

car..

Inhlitiyoyamishayatigigigi

Tigitigigigi

Tigitigigigi

Tigitigigigi

Tigitigigigigi

Tigitigigigi

Tigitigigigi



TigitigigigiTigitigigigigi

Vani,lalela,welelelele

Afterawhile,IwassingingwithAlexwhile

Bandilejustdrovelaughingalltheway,putting

somebadcommentsaboutourvoicesandthe

factthatwedidn'tknowthelyricswellmadeit

worse.ArrivingatGaboronewedrovestraight

toTshepie'shouse.

Me:Ibethe'ssleeping..

Isaidoncewewereparkedbythegate..

Her:aiino,he'scoming..

Thegateslidopenafterawhile,andhecame

outdressedinPJs.

Me:yousee..hewasalreadysleeping..

Her:mxm

Shegotoffthecarandwalkedtohim,they



hugged,kissedanddidallthestuffIwishIdidn't

see.

Ndile:isn'tshetooyoung?

Me:isn'titthatyouguyshadadeal?IBlameyou

Ndile:Iwaspushedintoacornerbecauseofa

girlfriendwholovesgettingmad..

Me:Istillcan'tbelieveyouarehere..itslike..I

dontknow..youjustperfect..

Helaughed..

Him:I'mnothingbutperfectKris..notevenclose

Me:youareperfecttome,youjustdoeverything

right..itdoesn'tevenfeelreal

Him:itsbecauseIloveyou,andIdontwantto

loseyou

Me:sometimesIfeellikeyouaregoingtoleave

me,andgoforsomeonebetterthanme,

someonewhodoesn'tcry,orwho'schildish..

Someonewho..-



Him:no..nodonttalklikethat..Idontwant

anybodyelsebutyou..childishornot.crybaby

ornotIdontcare..Iloveyou

Me:youare...perfect..

Him:dontIdeserveareward..

Hesaidleaningovertome..

Me:momthinksI'mhavingsex..

Iwhisperedashe'slipswereinchesawayfrom

mine,hesmiledacrookedsmile.

Him:aintyou?

Me:thenshetalkedaboutbeingpregnant

Him:babe..fuck!yourshot..itstoday..

Me:oh

Him:yeah,butwewilldoittomorrowbeforeIgo

back.

Me:youaregoingbacktomorrow?

Him:yeah,IhavesomeerrandsIhavetosort



out..

Me:ok

Him:yeah,ummhIwilltextyouthetime..

Inodded,Iwasjustgladthathewascautious

nottomakemepregnant,becauseImyself,had

completelyforgotten.

Him:whyareyousmilinglikethat?

Ishookmyhead..

Me:justsmiling..

Him:youhaveareallybeautifulsmile

Me:youhaveareallybeautifullaugh..Iwouldn't

mindhearingyouallday..

HechuckledbythenAlexwasalreadywalking

backtothecarwithTshepie.Igotoffthecar

thenwenttohugmyownbestfriend.

Me:Imissedyou.

Him:lols..itsbecauseyounevervisit



Me:youvisit..anywayhowwasyourflight?

Him:ok,I'mdotired..hadtosubmitmy

assignmentstodaybeforeIcame

Me:aow..sorryhey

Him:thewayyourboyfriendislookingatme..

Iturnedandhehadhiseyesonus,Iknewhe

wasjealous..

Me:don'tworry,he'slikethat

Him:ijook,Iwillseeyouguystomorrow..

Me:ok..

Ihuggedonelasttimebeforelettinghimgo,he

brieflykissedAlexthenranbacktothehouse.

Me:thatsmile

Shegiggled..

Her:Imissedhim

Me:nowlet'sgohome

Her:whatareyougoingtotellmom?



Me:sinceyouaretheonewholiedhowabout

youfigureitout?

IsaidasIgotinsidethecar.

Her:mxm

Ndile:amIdrivingyouguysbackhome?

Me:ye

Alex:KrisItoldmomwesleepingatLorraine's

house,whatwillIsayafterwerockup...Lorraine

hasagreedtocoverforusbecausesheowes

me

Me:Idontcare..

Her:andwearegoingtobeSharingtheroom

withmom

Me:Iwillsleeponthecouch.

Her:Idon'twanttosleepatUncleK'shouse!

Shesnappedmakingmeturntoher..

Me:why?



Her:because..BecauseIdontwantto

Hereyeswerealreadyglassy..

Me:Didanythinghappenthere?

Her:nothinghappenedthere,yougohome..I'm

not

Shewasprettyseriousmakingmethinkthat

somethingwasreallygoingon.Alexwon'tjust

makeanoutburstofthingslikethat,itsnother.

Shewipedawaythetearthathadstreamed

downfast..

Me:okfine,wewillsleepatLorraine's..

Her:atthehotel!

Me:0400a.mwewillbedrivingbacktoMochudi..

Her:whatever

IlookedatBandilewhowasjustlookingatme

blankly..

Me:didyoubooktheroomsAlex?



Her:no

Ilaughed

Me:sowhatnow?

Ndile:Iwillsortitout..

.

Afterawhile,wewerewalkinginsidethehotel.

BandiletalkedtothereceptionistasIstood

behindwithAlex.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Her:withwhat?

Me:youknowyoucantellmeanythingright?

Her:yes..

Me:talktomethen

Her:IhatethewayUncleKlooksatme

Me:howdoeshelookatyou?

Her:likeI'msomeonehewantstofuckwith..its

uncomfortableKris



Ijuststoodtherenotknowingwhattosay.My

heartwasbeatingfastagainstmychest..

Her:I'mscared

Me:dontworry,I'mhere

Shethenhuggedmetightly..

Shepulledoutafterawhilewithredeyes..Ndile

wasapproachingus..

Him:let'sgo..

Wefollowedhim..

Ndile:whatareyousleepingarrangement?

Alex:I'mfinealone..

Me:startingfromwhen?

Her:IwanttocallTshepie..

Me:so?

Her:Ineedprivacy..Iwillsleepalone..

Me:ifTshepiecomesoverI'mgoingtoknow..

Her:yeahyeah..



*********************

Him:what'swrong?Youseemshaken..

Me:itsAlex,shesaidsomethingverydisturbing..

Him:whatisit?

Me:shedoesn'tlikethewaymyUnclelooksat

her..

Hestoppedrubbingmybacklikehehadbeen

doingforthelastminuteswehadbeeninthis

room.

Him:what?

Me:shedoesn'tlikethewaymyUnclelooksat

her

Him:thenIthinkitsgoodthatyouguysare

actuallyhere

Me:Ihopewearegoingbacktomorrow

Him:ifnotthenI'mgoingtostickaround..

Ilaughed..



Me:thatwillbenice..

Him:ifthatguywasn'tyoursistersboyfriendI

wasseriouslygoingtotrip

Me:he'smyfriend,bestfriendforthatmatter..

He'stheonlyone..whousedtobetherewhenI

neededsomeone

Him:andnowI'mhere

Ichuckledraisingmyheadfromhischest..

Me:andnowyouarehere..

Him:whatifIdidn'tkidnapyou?

Me:Ihatedyou..JesusChristIhatedyouso

much..whydidyouevendothat?

Him:Iwilltellyouoneday..

Me:you...youshockedmewithEletricity..And

youwantedtoinjectmewithdrugs..

Him:Iknow...I'mbad,Iknowthat

Me:Idontwanttotalkaboutthis,itmakesme

angry..



Him:butifIdidn't,wewouldn'tbehere

Me:yeahIguess..

Him:youarereallybeautiful..

Me:stopit..

Him:Letlhogonolo..Ilovethewayitsounds

Letlhogonolo

Me:IlikeKristin..

Him:obviously..

He'sphonestartedringing..

Me:takeit..

Hereachedoutforitthenansweredannoyed

Him:hello?..fuck!howcouldyouletthat

happen?..No..findher,andyoubetterfindheror

else..youwillfindyourselfhalfwayacrossthe

country..

Hethenhungup..Hehadtensedup

Me:areyouok?



Him:yeah..

Hesaidputtinghisphoneasideandkissingme..

ThiswasthefirsttimeIhaveeverfeltlikehe

waslyingtomebutIdidn'tpush.

**********************

Iopenedmyeyes,itwasstilldarkthough.Iran

myhandbesidesmeandhewasn'tthere.With

abeatinghardheartIsatupstraightonthebed

switchingthelampbesidesme.Hewasntinthe

room.Itookmyphoneanditwasaroundtwo

earlyinthemorning.Istoodup,pickinguphisT-

shirtandslippinginit..

Itookadeepbreathashisnumberledmeto

voicemail.Butthenhe'sa25yearsoldguy

,who'sagrownassmanandknowswhathe's

doing.Probablyleavingmeherewaspartofa

plan..Icrawledbackintothebedtakingadeep

breathandsenthimatext.

"Hey,Ijustwokeupandyounothere..I'm

worried,Ihopeyouaresafewhereveryouare..I



loveyou"

IpressedsendasItookadeepbreath.Itried

beingmadbutIwasworriedmorethanangryor

mad.

Openingmyeyesagain,Iwasinhis

arms,LockedinhisarmstightlyandIfeltrelief

brushthroughme..ThankyouLord..Hewas

rubbingmyback,inanonrhythmicform.He

kissedmyforehead,"I'msorry"hemuttered

softlyandIheardhim.."Iloveyou"andagainhe

mumbledandIheard..IwantedtoscreamIlove

youtoobutIkeptstill..Heremainedsilent,untilI

wastiredofthepositionIwasin.Iraisedmy

head,andhe'seyeswereonmesmiling..His

smilejustmeltmyheartmakingmeblush.

Him:finally..

Me:hey

Him:hi,sometimesIforgethowshyyoucanbe..

Me:I'mnotshy



Him:ohwreally?

Me:yesreally..

Him:Letlhogonolo

Me:Bandile!

Hechuckled,beforesoftlycaressingmylips

withhis..

Me:whatswrong?

Imanagedtowhisperashe'slipswereonmine..

Hepulledoutsmiling..

Him:what'swrong?

HeaskedwithaconfusedfacebutIknewthat

wasjustamusk..SomethingwaswrongandI

couldfeelit.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Him:there'snothing..-

Icuthimshort

Me:iknowsomethingiswrong,justtellme..



Him:Krisbabeplease,givemeabreak..atleast

justfortodayplease..

Ilookedathimashesaidthat,Inodded

repeatedly...Hiswordsplayedbackin

mind..justfortoday..please

.
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"ItsnothingIcan'thandle,Ihaveeverything

undercontrolbabesopleasejustbreath,Ilove

you"

IreadhistextbutIwasn'tconvinced,notevena

singlebit.

"Sincewhendoyoukeepthingsfrom

me?secretsdestroyrelationships..Yes,maybe

youmighthaveeverythingundercontrolbutI

justwanttoknow..thingshaven'tbeenthe

sameeversincethelasttimeyoucamehere..I

loveyoutoo"

Irepliedtohistext,allIwantedwastoknow

what'swrong..AllIwantedwasforhimtotell

mewhat'sgoingon.

Hedidn'treply,Itookadeepbreathtocalm



myselfdownandjustprocesseseverything

thatsgoingon.Itsbeen2weeksandwehave

beengoingonandonaboutthisbutIcanfeel

somethingiswrongandIknowitsnotgoingto

endwell.

Ifeltsomeoneshakemelightlymakingme

comebacktoearth.Ilookedbesidesme,and

Dylanwasjustlookingatmetryingtomaybe

readmymind.

Him:areyouok?

Me:yeah..

Isaidsmiling,smilingoneofmybrightestfake

smile.

Him:boyfriendissues?

Me:nothingIcan'thandle

Him:I'malwayshereifyouneedtotalk..

Inoddedsmilingathim.

BK:areweevergoingtogo?



Ilookedathim,wewerewaitingforTshepieto

changesothatwegotothecinematojust

watchamovie.

Alex:noyouguys,pleaseleavemyman

alone..kantekeng?

BK:wehavebeenherefartoolong..Hecan'tbe

changingclothestillnow..

Ilaughed,BKcanbehyperifhewantstobe.

MomentslaterTshepiewalkedin,lookinggoodI

mustsay.

Dylan:canwegonow?

Tshepie:yeah..

Weallstoodupandwalkedoutside.Iwasinthe

carwithDylanwhileBKwaswithTshepieand

Alex.DrivingtothecinemaIwasHopingand

prayingthatBandiletextbackorcallsbutthe

oppositehappened,usuallyIknowhewould

havecalled.ArrivingatthemoviesIfeltlike

goingbackhome,andjustlockingmyselfinmy



room.Ismiledaswewalkedinsidethecinema.

Thewholemoviemymindwasn'tinplace,itwas

stuckonsomethingelse..Itwasratherthe

moviewatchedmeinsteadofIwatchedthe

movie.Almost3weeksofholidayand

everythingfeelslikeitsspirallingoutofcontrol.

Wewalkedoutsideimmediatelyafterthemovie

ended.

Dylan:there'sthispartythatIhavebeeninvited

to..

BK:weshouldlandthere

Tshepie:yeah,itsFridayafterall.

Ilookedatthemastheydecidedtogotoa

party,butIwasn'tfeelingit..allIwantedwasto

sleep,sleepitoffandwakeupthenextdaywith

abangingheadacheasusual.

Dylan:sowegame?

Alex:yeah..

Me:Ihaveaheadache..



Tshepie:youdo?didyoubringyourpills?

Me:no,andIneedtogethome..Butyouguys

maygo

Alex:itsnotgoingtobethesanewithoutyou..

Me:Iknowbuthavefun..Tshepiepleaselook

aftermysister..

Tshepie:yourwishismycommand..

Ismiledbrightlyhidingawaythepainthatreally

hitdeepdown.

Dylan:Iwilldropyouoff..Thepartyisat

Tbang'shouseinBlock8..Iwillcatchyouguys

there..

BK:ok..

BKcameandGavemebearhug..

BK:Ihopeyougetbetter..

Hesaidwithaconcernedface..

Me:Iwillbe..



IlethimgoandwalkedtoDylan'scar.Dylan

wasalreadyinhiscar,soIjustgotin.

Hestartedthecarandstarteddrivingaway..

Him:IhaveneverseenyouLikethis..

Igazedathim,andhewasfocusedontheroad..

Me:Iwillbefine..

Him:itwon't,andyouknowit..

Me:IfeellikeI'mholdingmybreath,andjust

waiting,waitingpatientlyforhimtohurt

me..andIknowhe'sgoingto..

Him:Iknowthefeeling,andthenyouwillkeep

wonderingwhatyouaredoingwrong..

Me:IthinkI'mnaggy..toomuchofacrybaby,too

childish,toomuchofateenager..Heneedsa

realwoman,awomanwhodoesn'tcryat

anythingthathappenswrong..someonewho's

notinsecure,someonewho'snotstressful,

someonebetterthanme.



Helaughed..

Him:heknewyouwereateenagerwhenhe

approachedyouKris,soitssomethinghe

expected..Beingnaggingisactuallyasignof

caring..Don'tdothistoyourself,youareperfect

thewayyouare,everyoneisperfectintheirown

way

Me:youdon'tunderstand,I'makid,heneedsa

realwoman..youshouldseehe'sexgirlfriend..I

cantevencompeteevenifIwantto..

Him:hisExsoyousaymeanspasttense,he's

withyoubecausehelovesyou..

Me:hekeepsthingsfromme

Him:itsnormalforaguytodoso,itsbecause

theydon'twanttostressyouwithbullshit

Ichuckled..

Me:ok..

Him:dontdumphim,Iknowthatswhatyouare

probablythinkingbutdont..itsgoingtobreak



you

Inodded,heparkedinfrontofourhouse.

Him:dontstressyourself,Idontknowyour

boyfriendbutIdontthinkhedoesn'tloveyou..

FromwhatIhaveheardhe'scrazyabout

you,sometimesitshardtobeopenabout

everythingandyougirlsdontunderstandthis,I

dontknowwhy..don'tstressyourself,youare

tooyoungforstress..

Me:yesSir..

Him:good..

Heleanedoverandbrieflyhugme..

Me:thankyou..

Him:youaremysister..Where'sSam?

Me:he'shere..bye..

Him:sharp..

Igotoffhiscarandwalkedinsidethehouse,

Momwasworkinglatetonight,Samwasthe



onlyonehome..Iwalkedinsidethehouse,andI

couldn'tspothimanywhere,Iwalkedtomy

roompassingbyhe'sbuthe'sdoorwasabit

open,soIcouldeasilyhearhim,itseemedlike

hewasonthephone...

Him:IknowIdontlikeyoubutwhatI'msayingis

notbecauseofthebeef,butshemeansalotto

meandIhavetoprotecther,samewayasyou

loveher..Hersafetyshouldcomefirstto

you..yes,goodidea..youneedtodealwithyour

messwithoutmakingherpartofit..Dont

worry,Iwilltakecareofher..ok

Thentherewassilence..Afterawhilethedoor

openedandIwasstillstandingtheretryingto

eavesdropmoresotogetwhathewastalking

about.Helookedsurprised,shockedtoseeme..

Him:andthen?

Me:hi

Him:whyareyoubackearly?shouldn'tyoube

withyoursquad?



Me:Ihadaheadache..

Him:ohw..howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:better..

Henoddedbeforewalkingaway..Isobad

wantedtoaskhimwhowashetalkingtobutI

justheldmyselfandwalkedtomyroom,closed

thedoorandlayonthebed,mymindwasjust

racing..WasSamtalkingtoBandile..IsBandile

introubleandnowhewantstobreakupwith

me?Ishutmyeyestightly,tryingnottothink

aboutit,tryingtothinkotherwisebutIjust

couldn't.IthinkImighthavedosedoffbecause

Iopenedmyeyesasmyphonewasringing..I

lookedatthecallerID,anditwasBandile..With

myheartbeatingfast,Iansweredthecall..

Him:hey

Me:hi

Him:I'msorryforwakingyouuplate..

Me:itsok..



Him:butterflyyouknowIhaveenemies

right?likepeopleoutthereIalwaysafter

me..andtheyalwaysaimforthepeopleI

love..protectingmyfamilyhasalwaysbeen

easybutwithyou..-

Me:arewebreakingup?

Him:what?no..never..justkeepingalowkey..

Myheartjuststoppedashesaidthat,Ican't

explainhowIfelt..

Me:alowkey...

Him:don'tdothat..Don'tdoubtmylovefor

you..Iloveyou,andIloveyoumorethan

anything

Me:Idontknowwhattosay

Him:please..justforawhile,upuntileverything

hasgonebacktonormal..IhaveamatterIneed

tokeepundercontrol..ButIneedyousafe

Me:ok



Him:I'mnotbreakingupwithyouKris..justlow

key..abreak..

AtearrolleddownthatIquicklywipedoff,I'm

notgoingtocryforhim..notagain..

Me:ok

Him:Idon'tknowwhattodoanymore..You

wannagoout?..Forsometime...Idontknow

timeaway,togetherwithme..

Me:Bandile

Him:mylifeismessedupbabe,andIdontwant

toloseyou..andIknowIkeepmessingupand

hurtingyou..thatsnotwhatIwant,makingyou

cryisn'tsomethingIlovedoingorseeing..

Beingwithme..ishardIknow..consideringmy

lifestyle,IknowIhurtyou,alotbutpleasedot

leaveme..Iloveyou..let'sgetoutofthecountry..

Paris?Netherlandsorwhereveryouwant..as

longasyouaresafe..itsok

Me:no,itsok..abreakwoulddo



Him:Krisbabe..fuck!

Me:Iloveyou..

Him:Iloveyoumore,morethanyouthink..please

donthangup..Iwannahearyourbreathingwhen

youaresleeping..

Ichuckled..

Me:Idontwanttosleep,Iwanttocry

Him:pleasedontcry,ithurtsme..

Me:amIlosingyouBandile?

Him:no..nonever..I'mheretostay..youknowit..

Me:thenwhydoesitfeellikeIam?

Him:younot..IwishIwastherewithyou,tohold

youinmyarms..

Me:IloveyouBandileThulani,youaremyworld

andthatswhyIalwayscry,becausemyworldis

alwaystrembling,andthistimeitscrushingand

Ican'thelpit.I'malwaystryingtokeepit

togetherbutIalwaysfail.



Him:babeplease..-

Ihungup,notwantingtohearmore.Iswitched

offmyphoneandtriedsohardtoholditin,butit

wasjusttoohard..tohardtoholdit..Itookhis

jacket,andcriedsilently,afterawhileIfelt

Sam'sarmsonme,heheldmetightlyasIcried

becauseyetagain,I'mtheonecrying..Yet

again,I'mtheonehurt..

.

LEAH

.

Me:and?

Q:hehastobreakupwithher,herlifeisin

dangeraslongasshe'swithhim

Me:sothisBarabbasguy,wantstohurtKris?

Q:no,hewantstohurtBandileintheworst

mannerandtheonlywaytogettoHimisbyhis

weakness..



Me:whichisKristin?

Q:yeah..

Me:shesgoingtocrush..

Q:yeah..soisBandile..Iknowhedoesgetinto

relationshipsbutthiswasthefirstIsawhim

lovesomeonelikethis..

Me:hedoesloveher

Q:yeah,andthatswhyhersafetycomesfirst..

Me:shesreallygoingtocrush..

.

KRIS

.

IknewitwaslateinthemorningbutIstillshut

myeyes,Iwishedthiswasalladream...A

dreamIsobadlywanttowakeupfrombutit

wasn't..Andithurt.Iopenedmyeyesandour

eyesmet..Hewassittingatthecornerofmy

room,onthefloorlookingatme.



Him:Iheardyourbreathingwhenyouwere

sleeping..

Ilookedathimthenchuckled..Havingaprivate

jetisanicelifeproblem..Alwaysflyingwhen

youwantto..andthefactthathewas

here..mademehappy..

Him:Icouldn'tsleepyesterday..

.
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Ilookedathim,hewasn'tsmilingasusualand

lookedstressed.Hiseyesburntme,dugrightin

myskinputtingmeatunease.

Me:whyareyouhere?inmyroom?

Hechuckled..

Him:whatamIdoinghere?seriously?Youmust

bejoking..

Me:Ithoughtwewerekeepingalowkey

Him:areyousureyouok?thisisnotthe

responseIgotyesterday..Youdrivemecrazy

anditsnotfunnyanymore..

Me:youarehurtingme,breakingmyheart..its

notfunnytoo

Him:Itoldyouwenotbreakingup..whatdoyou

wantmetosay?I'mjusttryingtokeepyou

safe,isthatsowrongnow?tryingtokeepmy

girlfriendsafe?

Hewasstillsittedatthecorner,relaxed..



Me:itdoesn'tfeellikethat

Him:ohh!whatdoesitfeellikethen?LikeIwant

toleave?

Inodded,unabletospeak.Thewayhewas

talkingtomemademeswallowhard.

Him:JesusChrist!haveIevergivenyouareason

tothinkIwanttoleaveyou?Whatthefuckdo

youwantmetodo?

Ikeptquite,tryingsohardtokeepittogether,

thiswastakinganunexpectedturn..

Him:Iloveyou,thatswhyI'mwithyou..Christ!

Growupforheavenssake!

Tearsstungmyeyes,IknewthemomentI

blink,ariverwouldjustflood,Ilookeduptoavoid

crying.

Him:dowealwayshavetodothisallthe

time?youdonttrustmedoyou?

Me:Ido..



Him:itdoesn'tseemlikeit..Iloveyou,Icare

aboutyouandIwon'tjusthurtyoulikethat..you

aremyworld.

Me:Ifeellikeyouareleavingme

Him:I'mnot,just..God!

Me:whyareyouhereBandile?

Him:youknowwhat?Ireallythinkyouare

right..weshouldjustbreakup..

Foramomenttheremyheartstopped,

everythingjuststopped..IfeltlikeIdidn'thear

himwell..

Me:what?

Iwhispered

Him:itslikeyouhavebeenhintingthatwe

breakup..NowI'mgivingyouwhatyou

want..let'sbreakup

Tearsinvoluntarystreameddown..

Him:thiscryinggameofyourssucks..stop



it..whyareyouevencrying?youdonttrust

me..whyareweevendoingthis?

Me:Bandile..

Him:let'sbreakupKristin,Iloveyousomuch,I

won'tdenieyit..butIcan'tkeepdoingthis..

IsweartoGod,mymindwentblank..everything

justwasn'trightanymore.

Me:I'msorry..

Isaidstandingupandwalkingtowardshim,he

wasnowonhisfeet..

Me:I..Ijustthinkmaybeyouwillfindsomeone

better..and..-

Him:andleaveyou?howmanytimesmustItell

youIloveyou?

Me:I'msorry,pleasedontleave..please..

Iliterallysawmyselfgoingonmy

knees,begging..

Him:overdosepillsandIwillmakesureyougo



toamentalinstitutionandyouwillneversee

meeveragain!

Me:Iwon't..

Him:I'mleaving..

Hepickedmeupandplacedmeonmy

bed,peckedmylipsandleft..Ifeltweak,mylegs

feltweak...andlikethathewasgone.

*******************

WhenIwasstillinhighschool,everytimethings

gotsohardformeItooktimeout,itwasn'teasy

goingtoschoolbutthenfeelingoutofplace

becauseofmyskincolourorbecausemyeyes

areweird.Therewasatimewherebythisother

guy,whowasmyschoolmatepostedon

Facebookaboutmyeyecolour.BythenIwas

stillform2andSamwasdoinghisAlevel,he

stoodupformeatschool,beatupthatguyand

gotsuspended.FromyoungageSamhas

alwaysbeentheonetohavemybackbutthena

timecameforhimtoleavethenIwasleft



alone,foughtthebattlesalone.EventhoughI

hadTshepiebutitwasneverthesame.The

insecuritiesarenotIwillgetcheated,the

insecuritieshadalwaysbeenaboutme.

BecauseI'mjustnotlikeotherkidsIalwaysfeel

atdisadvantage.Disadvantageofthatthereare

normalpeopleoutthere.Istoodinfrontofthe

mirroranalysingmyeyes,Ihadputbackmy

contactsandworemyspectaclesjustlikein

highschool.NowonderDylancalledmeRuby.It

wastheendoftheholiday,andImustsaythis

wasn'tthefunniestholidaysIhaveeverhad,well

expectthatIreallydidwellonmylastsemester.

EversinceIlostBandile,Idon'tknow..Ijustfeel

lostandIknowitsbecauseIknowIinvesteda

lotinthatrelationshipforittojustbreaklike

that.Himbreakingupwithmecameasshock,I

thoughthewasgoingtoorwewerejustgoing

tomakeuptheneverythinggoesbackto

normalbuttheoppositehappened.Sometimes

Ijustcan'tsleepatnight,soasusualIoverdose



acoupleofpillsthensleep,orputpainkillersin

fanta..italwaysfeelsbetterafterIhavedone

thatbecausethenIwon'thavetodealwiththe

heartbreakorsometimesIdoitwhenIwantto

cry,thenIwon'tcrythen.ObviouslyIhavetried

callinghimbutitalwaysleadsmetovoicemail,

IhavesentamillionmessagesonWhatsApp

andFacebookbutheneverrepliesthenIguess

Iwenttofarthistimearound.Iretreatedfrom

themirrorblinkingawaythetears..Crying

alwaysmakesmehaveaHeadacheandmakes

mehaveblurredversion.Itookmybag,Iwas

goingbacktoschooltoday..realitywaskicking

in.Iputoneofmybestsmilesasalwaysand

onceagainpretendedtobeokwhenIknow

deepdownslowlyandsurelyI'mdying.I

draggedmybagtothesittingroomwhere

mom,SamandAlexweresittingwaitingforme.

TshepiewentbackayesterdaybutDylanand

BKwentbackaweekago,apparentlytheyhada

partytheyhadbeeninvitedtoandcouldn'tjust



dropit.

Mom:ohwmybaby,youaregoing...

Shestoodupandcametowardsmeembracing

meinatighthug.Isobadwantedtotellher

everything,cryonhershouldersandlethertell

meeverythingisgoingtobeok..butthenthe

cryinggamesucksasBandilesaid.Ican'thave

mymotherworryaboutmeoranyoneelsefor

thatmatter.Shebrokethehugandkissedmy

cheek..

Mom:Iloveyoubabyok?Iloveyousomuch..

Me:Iloveyoutoomom..

Alexcametowardsmeandhuggedme.

Her:Ihopeyoudealwithwhateverbothering

you..

Shewhisperedsoftlyinmyear..

Her:becauseIdontwanttoloseyou..

Thenshebrokethehug,shehadtears



streaming.Ilookedawayavoidingcrying.Alex

andMomwerenotescortingmetotheairport

today,justSambecauseIdontwantthe

emotionalgameattheairport.Samtookmy

bagandwentoutsidewithitasIfollowedhim

togetherwithmomandAlex.

Alex:pleasecallme..

Me:Iwill

Alex:promise?

Me:Ipromise,andpass

Alex:donedeal..

Mom:takecareofyourself,andtellyour

tattooedboyfriendthatifanythinghappensto

you,Iwillmixhimwithhismother..

Ilaughed,ifonlysheknew.

IgotinthecarandSamdroveawayasIwaved

atthem.

Sam:hey



Me:hi

Sam:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfeelingok

Sam:theycan'tseethepaininyoureyescan

they?

Ilookedathimthenchuckled..

Me:notheycan't

Sam:Ineverknewthisishowitwas

Me:what?

Sam:Ineverknewthisishowmuchyouloved

Tattooedboy..

Me:ohw

Sam:yourememberBontle..

Bontlewashishighschoolsweetheart,man

anddidhelovethisgirlonlyforhertoleavehim

withnovalidreason.Heliterallycriedfor

her,didn'teatforher..itwasamess..



Me:yeah,howcanIforgether..

Sam:yeah..Ifeltlikeshewasmyworld,well

basicallyshewasbecauseIlovedherwith

everythingIhadbutsheleft..Iactuallystarted

viewinglifedifferently,sawtherealperspective.

Mylifehadalwaysbeencenteredaroundher

butassoonassheleft,Ihadarealplanofmy

life,aplanthatwasn'tcenteredaroundheror

anyoneelseforthatmatter.I'mnotsayingI'm

happyforthatyouandBandilehavebroken

up,I'mhurtbecauseitseemslikeI'mlosingmy

sister..Thisbreakupishurtingyou,killingyou

thatitsnotevenfunnyanymorebutthenthis

breakupissupposedtoshowyoutheway..that

fromherethenwhat'snext..Iknowyoudecided

toschoolatUJbecauseofBandile,soyouguys

canbeclosertoeachotherbutnowwhat?You

needtohaveyourownplanapartfromBandile

Thulani,therealplanthatyoucanalwaysgo

to..thisisnottheendoftheworld..Iknowit

mightfeellikeitbutitsnot..youarestill



young,yourfutureawaitsyou..thisisjustthe

start,youstillhavealongwaytorunandyouare

bright,beautiful(hesaidtakingoffthe

spectacles)vibrant..maybetooreservedand

fragilebutthatswhatmakesyouspecial..Cryif

youwantto,crybecauseyoucanandnobody

shouldstopyou..cryloudifthatsthecase,cry

babyornot,weakornotcrybecauseyoucan..if

otherpeoplearestrongandcan'tcryletthem

butyouarestronginyourownwayandyouare

goingtocryifyoufeellikeit..ok?cry..crying

helpssocry..youarenotgoingtochangefor

anyoneKris..YouareKrisandthatsallyouwill

everbe..

Bythetimehewasdonetearswerestreaming,

hehuggedmebecausenowwehadparkedat

theairport,tightlyhehuggedmeasIcriedon

hisshoulder.

HehuggedmeuntilIcalmeddown..

Him:feelbetterright?



Ichucklednodding..

Him:good..

Ismiled,IguessIneededthat..

Him:rememberBandileThulaniisnotyour

life,you,KristinThompsonMacverdana,youare

yourownlife..

Me:yes

Him:sayit..

Me:I,KristinThompsonMacverdana,Iammy

ownlife

Him:sayBandileThulaniisnotmylife

Me:BandileThulaniyou..younotmylife

Him:Iknowitshardbutthatsyourmottoforthis

semester..Thelastsemester..That'syour

motto..fortherestoftheyear..youareyourown

life..

Hewipedawaymytears..

Me:nowItsmyturntoask..what'swrong?



Him:dontworryaboutme,I'mindeepshitbut

I'msafe

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoumore,nowgogetthatdegree

AttorneyMacverdana

Welaughedbeforewesteppedoutofthecar.

Hewenttothebootandtookmybag.We

walkedinsidehandinhand.

Him:I'mtakingtherestoftheyearasagap

year..

Me:IwishIwasyou

Him:no..wishyouwerealreadyanattorney..

Me:okDrThompson

Him:yes..Rememberyou,KristinThompson

Macverdana,youareyourownlife.

Me:I,KristinThompsonMacverdana,Iammy

ownlife..

.



SAM

.

Him:likewhatexactly?Encouragingheragainst

me?

Me:aiiBandile,noteverythingisabout

you..kanteKengkawenaso?Omodimo

wena?nxla!(areyouGod?)

Him:youknowI'mnottryingtohurtyoursister..

Itsjustforawhiletilleverythinghaswentto

normal

Me:killwhoeveryouwanttokill,justkeepmy

sisteroutofitbecausewewillhaveaserious

problem..Ididn'tencourageheragainstyou,just

toldhertoliveherownlifewhichisnot

centeredaroundanyone

Him:how'sshe?

Me:Ilastsawher2daysago,lasttalkedtohera

fewminutesagoandshe'sokIguess

Him:ok..



Me:yeahbutifitmakesyoufeelbettershedoes

loveyoubutIstillhateyou..andpleasedont

stalkmysister!

IsaidasIhungup.

Ithrewmyphoneonthebed,andtookmy

wirelessphoneandcalledLizzy..Thisisthe

timeIusuallycallher..

Her:Sam!

Me:hey

Her:howareyou?

Me:nohowareyou?

Her:I'mok,Henolongersuspectsanything..well

hedoesbuthedoesn'tthinkitsyou

Me:ishestillbeatingyou?

Her:no..howisyou?HowareyouImean..

Me:I'mok,IthinkI'mgoingtostickaroundthis

sideuntileverythinghassettled..

Her:ok,ohwlookIhavetogobye



Me:bye..

ThenIhungup,Ithrewmyselfonmybedand

relaxed..Reliefbrushedalloverme.Gettingon

Taylor'swrongsideofthebookisn'tsomething

Iwant..Mombangedinmyroom..

Me:Bathongmma,knockingneverkilledanyone..

Her:sorrybuthow'sKris?

Me:youdidn'tcallhertoday?

Her:Idid,justthatyouknowshesnotopenwith

me

Me:becauseyouareuptightwithher,relaxa

little..Shesgrowingandyoucan'tstopthat..

Her:Iknowjustthatshe'smydaughter,oldest

Me:stillbutshesoktoday,shewenttoschool

andeverythingwasok

Her:IcalledDrTerence,hewillgiveheravisit

todaytocheckonher

Me:shehasboyfriendwoman!



Her:yes,butIjustneedtoknowhow'smy

daughter,issheeating?

Me:yes,IcalledLeah..sheate

Her:ummhdidshehaveaheadache?

Me:nowyouarebeingmyheadachebutnoshe

didn'thave

Her:ok,thankyou

Me:shesmysistermom..kanteMmehelaona

seriousnotewhere'smydad?

Iblurtedout,Ididn'trealizethosewords

escapedmymouth..shelookedatme

shocked..perplexedrather..

Her:ummhhe..uhh

Me:ishedead?

Her:no..

Her:goodnowIwanttomeethim..

.



KRIS

.

Isatdownattheback,thelecturewasaboutto

startandAvewasn'tinyet.Beingbackthisside

wasraw,thepainwasn'tcautedbyanysugar..I

hadtheedgeofgoingtoBandileshousebutI

decidedagainstit..Itwasjustgoingtohurtme

attheendofit.WhenIarrived,Leahwaswaiting

formeattheairport.

"Ishouldhavebeenthere"shesaidhuggingme..

Shewenthomeafewweeksbeforeweopened.

"Itsok,plusIfeelbetternow..how'sQ?"Iasked

knowingverywellshewillstopbeingpityon

me..hereyeslitwhenshetalkedaboutQ..

"HetookmetoDurban"shesaidaswedrove

home..

"Howwasit?"Iasked

"Wellapartfromthatspoiledbitchhecallshis

sister,itwasok"shesaidannoyedmakingme



laugh

"Shehatesyou?"

"No,Ihateher"

AndthatsLeahforyou,unlikemeherholiday

wasnormalandthatswhenIdecided..IfIcan't

behappyaboutmyownlifeIwillbehappyfor

her,liveinherhappiness.Myeyesdartedtothe

doorasAvegotinandhurriedtowardsme.As

shesatdownthelecturergotin,someearly30's

woman,nicefiguredbody,bootyfordays,dark

butverybeautiful,atruesignificantofareal

Africanwoman.

Her:andweback!

Ave:whydoesshehavethatfatass..

Ilaughedsoftly,tryingnotmakenoise..

Me:youwerealmostlate..

Ave:Icouldn'tfindmypurplelipstick..

Me:ok,how'sMJ?



Ave:ok

Me:youdontsoundhappy

Ave:Ijust..Idontknow..Don'tfeelhimanymore

Me:aowwgirldontsaythat..helovesyou

Ave:Idontknow,Isawyourboyfriendyesterday

atwork..

Me:oh,howwashe?

Ave:hotasusual..ButScarry,howdoyou

survivewithhim?

Me:ok..

Ihaven'ttoldherwebrokeup..

Ave:aii..butJesusdoeshehaveabrotherout

there?he'sreallyhot..

Me:ok,doyouhavealittlecrushonhim?

Shelaughed

Her:what?no..ofcausenot,Irespectyouand

yourrelationship..Wefriends



Ismiled..

Me:Iwasjustaskingnotinsinuatinganything..

Her:Iknow,butIlikethisotherguy..

Me:Iwouldkillyouifyouhaveacrushonhim..

Shelookedatmewithhermouthopen..

Her:what?

Me:IwouldkillifyouhaveacrushonBandile!

Shelookedatmebeforelaughingmakingme

joinher..

"OkMissKristinMacverdanaandMissAvis

Ndamo,Ithinkyouwouldliketoleadthe

discussionforthislesson,comeonforward"

Welookedatherasshesaidthat..

Ave:fuckit!

Me:wefucked..

Her:comeonladies,befast..

******************



Iwalkedinsidetheflat,exhausted..Leahwas

watchingTv..

Her:youlooklikeshit

Me:thiswastheshittiestdayIhaveeverhad..

Isaidwalkingtothefridgeandtakingabottle

ofwater..

Her:tellmeaboutit..Igotanungradedonmy

lastquiz..

Ilaughed.

Me:wellbecauseIwasmakingnoisethe

lecturermademeandAvestandinfrontofthe

classandleadit

Shelaughed..

Her:itsnotourdayisit?

Me:definatlynot..IthinkAvishasacrushon

Ndile

Shechuckled..

Her:Inoticed..Ihopeyoutoldherwheretoget



off

Me:meandAndilebrokeup..

Her:youstilllovehim..

Me:shit!Iforgotmychocolateinthecar..

Her:youeatcakessomuchthisdays..

Me:I'mstresseating..

Isaidwalkingout..Iwentdowntothegarage

andtookthecake..ButasIwasstilldoingthat

someladycametowardsme..

Her:KristinMacverdana..

Shesaid,anditdidn'ttakememuchtimeto

knowher..shewastheladydetectivethatonce

cameatBandileshouse..searchingfordrugs..

Me:detective..

Her:gladyourememberme..

Ismiled..

Her:I'mheretoseemycousin,butIthinkits



actuallygoodthatIsawyou

Me:oh..

Her:yes,how'syourcriminalboyfriend?

Me:ok

Her:he'sawomanbeater..

Ilaughed..

Me:really?

Her:yes,askhisexfiancé

Me:Iwill..

Her:youneedtoexcuseyourselffromhim..

Ilookedatherwithmyeyebrowraised..

Me:yourcousiniswaitingforyou..

Isaidwalkingaway,shouldn'tshebecatching

criminals.

Iwalkedinsidetheelevator..

"Iwouldn'tmindapieceofthat"avoicesaid

makingmeturn..



Me:DoctorTerence!

.

**ToBeContinued**
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.

Hehadhiseyebrowraised,withasmile

plasteredonhisface.InvoluntaryIsmiledback..

Me:Idon'tdosharing...

Him:compromising?

Me:either..Idontdocompromises..



Him:toughcookieforthecake?

Me:IthinkyoumightaswellmegiveanA*on

that..

Helaughed..

Him:howhaveyoubeen?

Me:Ihavebeengood,youseeingsomeonehere?

Him:yes,you..

Me:me?

Him:yeahyou..

Me:I'mlost

Him:ok,Ihatetosaythisbut..promiseyouwon't

bemad?

Me:Ipromise

Him:youmeanitright?

Me:yeah..

Him:ok,beforeIsayit..Iwanttotakeyououtfor

dinner,asafriend..



Ismiled..

Me:ummmhIalreadyhavecompany..

Him:Leah?Iknow..wewon'tbelong

Me:IdontknowI..-

Him:please..

Me:shouldn'tyoubewithyourfamily...Girlfriend

orsomethinglikethat?

Him:IshouldbutIhavedecidedtobehere

Me:why?

Him:wellyourmother..

Me:right!

Him:dontbemad

Me:I'mnot,justsurprisedshewoulddothat..

Him:yeah..where'syourhusband?

Me:wellyouknowhowthisthingsare..

Wewereoutsidetheelevatornow..



Me:letmeputthiscakeinside..

Wewalkedinside,Leahhadabucketofice

creamwatchingtv.Hereyesmetmineassoon

aswegotinside,butthenshiftedtoDrTerence..

Icouldn'treallyforethoughtwhatshewas

probablythinking..

Me:ummhDrTerence..-

Him:Khanya

Me:yes,thisisKhanyaandKhanyathatsLeah

myfriend..

Him:nicetomeetyouLeah

Leah:yeah,didshetellyoushesinarelationship?

Me:Leah..

Him:noitsok..

Hesmiled..

Iwalkedtothekitchenandplacedthecakethen

immediatelycameback.

Leah:whatdoyouwantfromKris?



Me:ummhLeahcomehere..

Shelookedatme,thenstoodup.Wewalkedto

mybedroom..

Me:momsenthimhere

Leah:what?

Me:yeahsoplease..Itsnothisfault

Leah:helikesyou

Me:nohedoesn't..LookI'mgoingoutwithhim..

Isaidwalkingtomyclosetandwearingmy

pumps.

Leah:youandBandilearejust..takingabreak

not..God!he'sgoingtokillthisKenyaguyof

yours

Me:hisnameisKhanya..Anditsjustan

innocentouting..AndBandileandIbrokeup..he

saidlet'sbreakup

Leah:becauseyouweredrivinghimcrazy..you

werethrowingafeetandallhewantedandstill



wantsistoprotectyoufromhisenemies..

Me:lookwewilldiscussthatsomeotherday,I

seewehavedifferentopinionsbutfornowlet's

agreetodisagree

Leah:helovesyouforcryingoutloudand...this

isgoingtohurthim

Me:itsbeenweeks..Ihavetriedcalling..Itsnot

working,hedoesn'twantmeok..nowIhaveto

go..

Itookmypacethenwalkedbacktothesitting

room,Khanyawassittingonthecouchnow..

Him:ready?

Me:yeah..

Leahwaslookingatmewithdisapproval,I

lookedatKhanyawhowasalreadyup.

Me:let'sgo..

Wewalkedtotheelevator..

Me:I'msorry..sosorry



Him:itsok..

Themomentwegottothegaragehetookmy

handandledmetohiscar,someVolvo.

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotin.He

walkedtotheothersideandgotin.

Him:IhopeyoueatSeafood..

********************

Me:itwasreallynice..

Him:Iknow..

Me:Ihaveneverdrankwinebefore

Him:itwasyourfirsttimetoday?

Me:yeahbutittastednice..thankyou

Him:anythingtoseethatsmile..

Wewerewalkingtowardshiscarwhichwas

oneblockawayfromtheSeafoodrestauranthe

hadtakenmeto.

Me:Ireallyenjoyedmyself..



Him:I'mglad..

Heheldmyhandaswewalkedbetweencarsto

hiscar.AsweapproachedhiscarIsawSeth

comingtowardsourway,Isawhimfirst

becausehewasbusyonhisphonebutthe

momentheraisedhisheadoureyes..He

stoppedrightinfrontofus..

Seth:Kristin

Me:hey

SethnoddedhisheadtoKhanyawhodidthe

same.

Seth:Wow!ummhhowareyou?

Me:I'm..ok

Seth:ok,niceseeingyouagain..

Inoddedjustbeforehewalkedaway,andthat

momentIstartedfeelingguilty..Ikepttryingto

tellmyselfI'mdoingnothingwrong..Idid

nothingwrongbutdeepdownIknowhewon't

likeit..Bandilewon'tlikethis...butthenwhy



shouldIcare?

Him:areyouok?

Khanyaaskedaswewerenowgoinghome..

Me:yeah..

Him:eversincewemetthatguy..youhave

been..off

Me:I'msorry,justheremindedmeof

something..

Him:good?bad?

Me:Idontknow..badIthink

Him:yourhusband?

Ilaughed..

Me:yeah..

Him:thiswasinnocent,there'snoneedforHim

tothrowafeet..

Me:yeah..

Hesmiled..



Hedroveinsidethegarageandparkedhiscar..

Him:Iwillseeyousomeothertime,pleasetake

careofyourself

Me:Iwillandthankyou..

Him:youarewelcome..

IwavedathimasIrushedtotheelevator..The

momentigotinsidetheflat,Leahwasstillup..

Leah:2hours?

Me:calmdown..

Leah:ohGod..whyareyoudoingthis?

Me:momsenthim,she'skeepingtabsonme..I

couldn'tjustdropit

Leah:ok..howwasiteitherway?

Me:hedidn'thitonme,youcanrelaxnow..I'm

goingtosleep..

Leah:I'msorry

Shecamehuggedme..



Me:itsok..Ijustwannalivemylife..withno

stress..justpeace

Leah:ok..butIdontlikehim

Me:youarenotexpectedto..whatarewe

watching?

Isaidsittingdown..

Her:someromcom..

Shesatbesidesmeandwewatchedthe

ridiculousshowshewaswatching..WellIdid

becauseshewasbusyonherphone..

ThefollowingdayIwokeupabitearly,cleaned

thehouse.Leahwasstillsleeping.After

cleaningthehouseIwenttothekitchen,tostart

cookingbreakfast.LeahemergedasIwasstill

analysingthefridge..

Her:morning..

Me:hey

Her:ohGod,I'msohungrywhatscooking?



Me:wellapparentlynothingbecausethefridge

isempty..

Her:timeforshopping?

Me:yeahplusitsSaturday..I'llgobath..

Her:ok..

Iwentandtookashower,awelldeserved

showerlettingmymindcaressyesterday's

events.Khanya...Seth..IwonderifSethhas

alreadytoldBandile,orI'mjuststressingmyself

overnothing..Heprobablycaughtthenexthot

thing..IchuckledasIcouldmyfeelmyeyes

alreadymist.WhothefuckamIfooling?it

hurts..myhearthurts..

"howmanytimesmustItellyouIloveyou?"

"I'msorry,pleasedontleave..please.."

Mymindreplayedthewordsoverandoverin

myhead..thememorymadetearscascade

downmycheeks.Mebegginghim,beggingfor

hislove..Ithurt,Ishutmyeyestightly,stopping



thetears.AfterawhileIwalkedoutoutthe

bathroomandwenttomyroom.Istoodinfront

ofthemirrorjustlookingatmyreflection,my

hairwasunplaitedandwasabitcurlyandsoft,I

tookoffthetheeyecontactsandblinkeda

coupletimes,myshortnessannoyedmeandmy

brownishtogoldhair,thenIputbackthe

contacts.Momentslateritookoutmyjeans,aT

-shirtandasIwastakingoutmyconverseLeah

gotinmyroom..Shehadatoweloverherwet

bodymakingmerealiseIstoodinfrontofthe

mirrorforalongtimeprobably.

Her:younotwearingthat,todaywenothiding

thatGodsentbody..

Me:Leah..-

Her:no!

Shewenttomycloset,tookoutoneofmyvery

hatedjeans.IhatethatJeanbecauseifmakes

mefeelexposedmakingpeoplelookatmeina

waythatmakesmeuncomfortable..Itsvery



tight,shethentookoutmylongsleevedsilky

seethroughshirt,withsome6inchsilver

heels,withabra.

Her:wearthis..andwaitforme..

Me:Leahthisisjustgoingmakemedraw

unwantedattention..

Her:wearitnow!

Shesaidleaving.Ihaveneverseenacontrol

freakmorecontrollingthanLeah.

Iworethejeansandtop,togetherwiththeheels.

Myfigurewasfullyexposed.

LeahcamebackafterIwasfullydressed.

Her:tuckinthatshirt..

IsighedasItuckeditin,therewasnowayIwas

goingtowinonthisone.

20minuteslater,mynailswerepainted,andshe

hadappliedmeabitofmakeupandalsofixed

myhair.Ireallydidlookbeautifulorsotosay.



Her:nowtake..

ShehandmemylightpurpletopinkishGucci

handbag.

Her:therewego..

Me:thanks..

Her:ok,letmegoandchange..

ShewalkedoutLeavingmeputtingmypace

insidethebagtogetherwithmyphone.

AftersometimeIwalkedouttoherroom,she

wasonthehairdressertableputtingonmake

up.Afterawhileshestoodup,shewasina

formalhighwesttrouserthatreviewedher

curvesandass,withaLaceytoptuckedinanda

blackblock6inchheel.Sheletherstraightened

hairfallonhershoulders.Shestilllookedtaller

thanme.

Her:slayqueens..

Shesaidasshetookamirrorselfieofus.



Me:Idon'tknowbutthewayyouhavedressed

us,itseemslikewenotgoingtobuygrocery..

Shelaughed

Her:there'snothingwrongwithjustlooking

good..

Me:oklet'sgo..

Isaidwalkingout,shefollowedmeout.

Wewenttotheelevatorthendowntothe

garage.Aswewalkedtomycarshestopped

me.

Her:Kriswait..

Me:yeah?

Her:ummhQiscomingtopickusup

Ilookedather..

Me:he'stakingusforshopping?

Her:yes..

Me:no..nonono!



Her:please..

Me:no!what'sgoingon?

Her:nothingjust..-Godhe'sherelet'sgo

IfollowedhereyesandIsawQ'scar.

Me:gowithyourboyfriendandhavefun..Iwill

goforshopping

Her:Krisplease

Me:I'mbeingserious,Iwillgobuygrocery,dont

sweatit..nowgo

Her:Kris..

Iwalkedtomycaranddroveawayleavingher

there.ThelastthingIwantisbeingathird

wheelandbeinguncomfortable.Idrovetothe

mall,tookmybagthenwalkedinsidethemall.I

wassofamished.Igotintomugandbean.After

placingmyorderIscrolledthroughmyphone

onFacebook.

"IthinkIwokeupattherightsideofthebed



today"avoicesaidmakingmeturn.

Me:Khanya!

Him:hey..

Hesatdown.

Me:coincidence?

Him:I'mnostalker..

Me:gladtohear

Him:howareyou?

Me:I'mgood..you?

Him:I'mok,Iusuallycomeherefortheysellthe

bestcoffee,wellaccordingtometheydo..

Ilaughed..

Me:ok..

Him:youlookbeautiful

Me:thankyou..areyousureyou28?

Hechuckled..



Him:whydoyousaythat?

Me:youlookyoung..Tooyoung

Him:Igetthatalotbutyes,I'm28

Me:yourgenes!

Helaughed..

Afterweate,heofferedwegobuytogether,he

wantedtogetafewtipsonhowtoshop

becauseapparentlyheneverdoesthatalot,he's

helperdoesitforhim.

*************************

Me:done!

Isaidaswefinishedputtingthegroceryinthe

boot.

Him:wow!neverknewshoppingcouldbethis

fun..

Me:ohplease,itsnotfun

Him:Iwoulddisagreetothat..



Me:trydoingitonyourown..

Helaughedbuthislaughingseizedwhena

deliveryguycametowardsusholdinga

bouquetofredroses.

Him:MissMacverdana?

Me:yes,howcanIhelp?

Him:pleasesignheremam..

Isignedthenhegavemetheflowers,they

smeltgood.Therewasanote,myheartskipped

asirealiseditwasanotescribbledinBandiles

handwriting.

"Youlookdifferenttoday,gooddifference,

beautifultobeexact..Andcanyoutellthatguy

tostopbeingalloveryoubecauseyouareMINE

Kristin..Idontwanttocatchmurdercase

becauseI'mgettingpissed..Iloveyou"

Irereadthenoteacoupleoftimesandevery

timeIreaditmyheartmelted.Ifeltlikeahigh

schoolgirlwhojustreceivedaloveletterfrom



mycrush.AndforamomentthereIchoseto

ignorethefactthatwebrokeup.

Khanya:and?

IshookmyheadasIplacedtheflowersatthe

backseat.

Me:wherewerewe?

Him:shopping?youknowIneverreallynoticed

youhavedimples..

Ishylysmiled..

Him:theymakeyouextrabeautiful..

I'msuremyfaceturnedred..

Me:thankyou..UmmhIshouldgetgoing..

Him:yeah,besafe

Me:ok..

Iwalkedtothedriversseat,startedmycarand

droveaway.Afterparkingmycar,Iwenttothe

boot,andtooksomeshoppingbags..Ihad

boughtalotofthingsandbylookingatthe



shoppingbagsIwasgoingtotaketwotripsto

puteverythinginthehouse.AsIwasstill

closingthebootsomebodyheldit.Ilooked

back,itwasLebo.

Me:hey..

Her:hi..howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodyou?

Her:Ican'tsaythesame..

Me:what'swrong?

Her:itsalongstorythatIreallywanttotalkto

youabout..

Me:ohw..

Her:yeah,letmehelpyou..

Wetookalltheshoppingbagsandplacedthem

inthelift,thenquicklyIwentbacktothe

car,tooktheflowersandmyhandbagandwent

backtotheliftafterlockingmycar.After

placingeverythinginthekitchenwesatdownin



thesittingroom.

Her:youlookbeautiful..

ShesaidasItookofftheheelswhichwere

hurtingmyfeetnow.

Me:thankyou..

Her:ummhIgotacallfromLeahafewminutes

ago..

Me:ohw..

Her:yeah,butItalkedtoherboyfriend..Shesaid

Leahhadaasthmaattack.

SometimesIforgetthatLeahhasasthma.My

heartracedasshesaidthat..

Me:issheoknow?

Her:hedoesn'tthinkso,theysaidtheywanther

asthmaticspray..

Istoodandrushedtoherroom,searchedforher

asthmaticspraythenwenttobacktothesitting

roomandquicklyworetheheelsagain.



Me:whyaretheynottakinghertothe

hospital?where'sshenow?

Her:shedoesn'twanttogotothehospital..He

saidtheyareat...ummhBandileshouse

Me:ohGod!let'sgo..

Igrabbedmyphonerushingoutside.She

followedbehindme.

Her:youwilltellmehowitwent

Me:ok..

Iracedtothelift.NeverhaveIeverdrovefast

likeIdid,IswearIwasgoingtogetinacar

accident.Itriedcallingherbutherphonewas

ringingunanswered.ArrivingatBandileshouse

Iswearmymoodwentfrom0°cofbeingscared

to-100°cofbeinghighlyangryandannoyed.

LeahwassittingonQ'slapwhilesmooching

eachother.MyeyescaughtglimpseofThabi

andLesediandKaraboIthink..TheothergirlI

hadforgottenhername,thentherestofthe



guysheonceintroducedmetowhenIcame

herewithLeah.Theireyeswereonmenowbut

Icouldn'tseeBandile.Leahstoodupandcame

towardsme.

Her:getoffthecar

Me:Iseeasthmahasanewversionofattack

Shelaughed..

Her:Ihadtogetyouhere

Me:yeahandnowI'mgoingback..

Her:Krisplease,itsQ'sbirthday

Me:ohGoodforhim..

Her:please..

Reluctantlyigotoffthecar,annoyedtothe

fullest,I'msureIhadevenbrokenthescaleof

beingannoyed.

Wewalkedtothecrowd..

Leah:ummhguys,youstillrememberKris

right?theladyofthehouse..



Ilaughedalaughfullofsarcasm..

Shelookedatmemakingmestoplaughing..

Me:what?

Her:andKrisyoustillremember

Karabo,Thabi,LesediandThatoright?

Shesaidpointingattheladieswhosmiledat

me,evenLesedidid,Ismiledback.

Her:andalsoQobviouslyoverthereand

Senzeni,Max,Seth,KGandlastlyThoriso..

Thoriso:fuckyoustillhot..

KG:IevenwonderhowBandileiswithyou,you

aredefinatlynothisleague..Yousobeautiful..

Lesedi:Iagree..

Iblushed..AsIwasstillturningredIfelthands

onmywaistmakingmegasp,hisColognefilled

mynostrilsandmybodysubjectedtohistouch

makingmeshiver.GodknowshowmuchI

cravedforhistouch,Ifelthisbreathagainstmy



neckmakingmeholdmybreathfollowedbyhis

wetlipsonmyneckunderbringingmybody,my

bodywasunderhissubjectionwaitingpatiently

forhisnextmove,emotionswerescatteredall

over,Icouldn'tevenshuffletheminorder.The

effecthehadonmewasbeyondwords..

.

SAM

.

Me:didheabandonme?

Her:no..hehadtogoandwork..

Me:andthenwhathappened?Whywashenever

there?

Her:hegotmarried..

Me:doesheknowaboutme?

Her:yes

Me:thenwhyisn'thehere?

Hereyeswerenowturningred,thelastthingI



wantistomakemymomcry..

Her:he'swifeneverwantedyou,hegotmarried

inanarrangedmarriage..SoIkeptyouaway

fromhimtoavoidcomplicatinganyone'slife..

Me:butIneededhim

Her:Iknow..I'msorry..

Me:Wow

Her:helovesyou..he'stheonewhosentyouto

schoolAobakwe..yourothername

Aobakwe..he'stheonewhonamedyou..hesthe

onewhosupportsyoufinancially..

Me:what'shisname?

Her:AobakweRantlaga..andyouareAobakwe

junior..

Me:kanaMmemaybeIhavesleptwithmy

siblings..

Her:hehastwokids,aboyandagirl..Lloydand

Belinda..



Me:Iwanttomeethim,maybehecanexplainto

mebetter..maybeifIgrewupwithafathermy

lifewouldbedifferent..anddonttellmeabout

Taylor,he'sthereasonIwenttoaboarding

school..

Her:I'msorry..

Me:itdoesn'tmatteranymore..Iwanttomeet

myfather!

.

**ToBeContinued**
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Itookadeepbreath,tryingnottolookso

flushed,tryingtorecoverfromtheweakness

thathadconsumedme.



Him:hey..

Hewhisperedsoftly.Leahhadhereyeson

us,smiling.

Thabi:okthatsenough..Comelet'sgoprepare

thedrinks..

Thabisaidwalkingtowardsmeandgrabbing

myhand.ThatoandKarabofollowedusinside

thehouse.WegottothekitchenandIcould

finallybreath.

Karabo:heyKris

Me:hi

Shewenttothefridgeandtook3sixpacksof

huntusGoldwhileThatotook6savana's.

Thato:youguyswillbringthepunch..

Thabi:yeah..

Theywalkedout..

Thabi:hey,areyouok?

Me:yeah..



Thabi:Iknowwenotfriendsbutyoucantalkto

meifyouwant..

Me:Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyLeahwoulddo

this,Imean..sheneverlikedBandilebefore..and

sheknowswhathappenseverytime

Thabichuckled..

Thabi:he'samesswithoutyou

Me:buthealwayshurtsme

Thabi:ain'tthatlove?

Me:mealwayscryingandhurtingislove?

Thabi:helovesyou

Me:IthinkI'mbetteroffwithouthim

sometimes,himwithoutme..likeIfeellikeI'm

complicatinghislife

Her:stopthinkingsolowofyourself...Youare

notcomplicatinghislife,youaresheddinglight

tohislife..heneversmiledwithnoshit

before..basicallyhehadlosthishuman



conscious

Me:hesaidI'macrybaby..heneedsareal

woman

Her:youarethewomanforhim..

Me:youdon'tunderstanddoyou..withBandileI

alwaysfeellikehe'smylife,mybreath,myworld

andeverytimesomethinghappensIwouldjust

feellikedying,Iseenopointofliving..Thatsnot

good,itsnotgoodforme

Her:itsthesamewithhim,youshouldhaveseen

himforthelastfewweeks..hehadturnedinto

somethingelse,youarethereasonforhissmile

today..he'slifestyleputhiminaverydangerous

spot...youarehisweakness

Me:hemakesmeweak..ohGod!

Shelaughed..

Her:Iknowthefeeling..

Me:youhavesomeone?



Her:yeah..had,he'snolongerthere

Me:youguysbrokeup?

Her:no..hepassedaway..caraccidentayear

ago

Me:I'msosorry..

Her:itsstillfresh..likeIrememberwaking

and..and..

Sheclosedhereyes..

Me:I'msorry

Her:itsok..hewasmyworldandIwishedItold

himhewasmyworld,IwishItoldhim..he..he

alwaystoldmehowmuchhelovedme,howhis

heartbeatsforme,wellInevertookitthat

seriousandthefirsttimeIwokeup,inourbed

andhewasn'tthere..ithurt,Iknewit..Iknewthe

previousnightwasthelasttimeandwewere

fighting..

Shewipedhertears..



Her:Iwishitwasmewhodied,Iwishwewere

notfighting..Iwish..Iwish..

Iwentovertoherandhuggedher,itdidn'ttake

muchtimeforhertostartcrying..

Her:itshouldhavebeenme..me..nothim..itwas

toosoon..

Sheslideonthefloor,ikneltbeforeherhugging

hertightly

Her:IkeephopingIwakeupfromthisnightmare

becauseit'sswallowingme,itskillingme..Ijust

can'tanymore,Idon'twanttodothisanymore

Hercrieshitdeepwithinme,Icouldhearher

painthroughhercry..Afterawhileshewas

silentandIwasrockingherbackandforth,

backforthagainandagain..Herbodywas

shaking.Sometimesyouneverknowwhatpain

is,whatrealpainisuntilyouhearotherpeoples

pain.

Afterawhilewewereinthebathroomandshe



wasWashingherface.Igaveheratoweland

shewipedherface..

Her:thankyou,Ineededthatcry

Me:I'mhereforyouifyouneedme..mybrother

saidyouneedtocryifyouwant..crybecause

youcanandallthosewhodon'tcrybecause

theyarestrong..Letthembebutyouarestrong

yourownwayandifcryinghelpsthendoso..

Her:yeah..he'sright..weshouldgo..Ibettheyare

lookingforus..

Me:areyousure?wecanalwayschillhereifyou

wantusto..

Her:no..I'mfinelet'sgo

Me:ok

Wewalkedbacktothekitchenandtookthe

punch.ItsfunnyhowInevernoticedshewas

breakingdeepinside.Eventhoughshesmiled

butIcouldseethatwasjustafront.

Leah:wewereabouttocallthesearchparty..



Thabi:lolrelaxcanyou..

Lesedi:youguysreallytooklong..

IavoidedBandileseyes,thoughIcouldfeel

themburningme.Ifocusedmyattentionon

Thabi,somethingtoldmeshewassuicidalandI

fearedforher,hercalmnessscaredme.From

whatIhavegatheredLesediseemstobeher

closestfriend.IwalkedtoLesediasshewas

pouringherselfapunchinaglass.

Me:hi

Her:Kris..

Me:canIpleasetalktoyou..

Her:ummhon..

WewalkedbackintothehousebutIledherto

thebackyardthroughthebackdoor.Funny

howIknowthishouselikethebackofmyhand.

Her:what'sup?

Me:itsThabi



Her:Thabi?what'swrongwithher?

Me:shes..suicidal..

Her:what?

Me:she..she'sstillhurtingoverherexwho

passesaway..

Her:Xander?

Me:Idontknowbut..shesstillhurting

Her:Ithoughtaftershesawthetherapistshe

wasfine,shesaidshewasfine

Me:clearlysheisn't..Sheneedshelp

Her:yeah..thankyouforlettingmeknow

Me:itsbecauseIcare

Her:youhaveabigheart,nowonderthat

asswhorecoldbustardlovesyou..

Ichuckled..Wewalkedbacktoweretherestof

thepeoplewere,butIcouldn'tseeher.

Lesedi:where'sThabi?



Seth:shesaidshehadanemergencytorunto..

Haveyoueverbeeninthatsituationwereyou

feelthatsomethingiswrong,youcanfeelitin

yourblood?Thatyourheartstartsracing,you

feelsuffocatedandyoufeelsoscaredlikeyou

knowwhat'sgoingtohappen,youknowitbut

youjustdontwanttoacceptit,youstilljust

wanttothinkotherwisebutyouknowdeep

downthatitsover.ThatshowIfeltthat

moment,IknewThabiwasgoingtohurtherself

butIstilldidn'twanttobelieveit,Icouldn'tbring

myselftobelieveit.

Lesedilookedatme..

Me:whattimedidsheleave?

Leah:themomentyougotinsidethehouse

Lesedi:shitshitshit!

Me:wherecanshego..

Lesedi:ummhXander'sflat..

Me:let'sgo



Lesedifollowedmetomycarandoffwewent

leavingeveryonedumpfolded.

AsfastasIcouldIdrovetotheflatwithLesedi

givingmedirections.GettinginsidetheyardI

sawacarparked,IthinkitwasThabi'scar.

Me:isithers?

Lesedi:yeah..

Wegotoffthecarandwentstraighttothedoor

butitwaslocked.Ican'tevenbringtowords

howIfelt..

Me:Thabipleaseopenup..

Therewasnoresponse,anditwassosilent.I

wassweatingaswetriedtofindawaytogetin.

Iwalkedtomycarandtookthefireextinguish.

Me:let'susethis..

Wehitthedoorwiththefireextinguishbutit

wasn'tbulging,notasinglebit.Itwasso

frustratingnotknowingwhat'sgoingon.



Lesediwalkedbacktothecar,tookherhandbag

thenemptieditontheground,mymouthwent

drywhenagunfellfromthebag..Ididn'task

anyquestions.Sheaimedatthedoorandshot

twice,thefirsttimeshemissedbecauseher

handswereshakingbutthesecondtimeshe

shot,wepusheditwiththefireextinguishandit

opened.Gettinginsideweracedtofindher.We

couldn'tfindheranywhereuntilwewenttothe

bedrooms.Inoneofthebedroomsshewasina

bathtubthatwasfilledwithwaterwhichhad

turnedred.Iwentovertoherandpulledher

heavybodyout.Shehadcutherwrist.Lesedi

wasshakingwithtearsstreaming.

Me:calltheambulance..

JustthenBandilegotinwithQandLeah.

Leah:ohmyGod!

**********************

Dr:shes..she'sinaverycriticalcondition.She

lostalotofblood,thefollowing24hrsarevery



crucial..Wedontknowifshecanmakeit..she

needsGod'sintervention.

Iheldmybreath,digestingthenews..allofthis

inafewminutesandnowshesinherdeathbed.

Istruggledtokeepmysobstifled,itwasso

hard..somehowIfeltlikeIshouldhavesaved

herorsomethinglikethat..Ishouldn'thaveleft

her...

BandileheldmetightlyasIcried.Ithurt.

Dr:Iunderstandthisisalltoughforallofyou,but

hassomeonealertedherfamily,onthis?

Q:yeah..

Dr:itwasactuallyluckywhichhappened

becauseifyouguyshadn'tfoundherearlier,I

don'tknow..thisisduetodepression,it'sfunny

whatitdoes.Sometimeswhenthingsgetstoo

muchthatyoucan'tevendealwiththem..your

mindoptsforawayout.Andsometimesits

hard,forthesurroundingpeopletonotice

becausethevictimmanagestohideit.Therapy



isusuallythewayoutofthis,totalkawaythe

negativethoughts,themindisthemost

dangerousthingever..

Lesedi:willshebeok?

Dr:wellwecanonlytellafterthefollowing

24hrs..

Lesedi:canweseeher?

Dr:2minutesonly..

Shethenexcusedherself.LesediandThato

walkedawayfollowingthedoctor.

Bandile:youwannagohome?

Me:Iwanttoseeher..

Bandile:let'sgo..

Wefollowedthem.Whenwegottotheroom,I

peekedthroughtheglassdoor.Lesediwas

cryingbesidesThabi'sbodywhichwas

connectedtomachines.Itwasvery

heartbreakingseeingherlikethat.Iretreated



fromthedoor.

Bandile:areyouok?

Me:Ithinkweshouldgonow

Hetookmyhandandwewenttomycar,he

didn'tbringhiscartothehospital.Hegotinthe

driver'sseatasIsatatthepassengerseat.

Him:areyouhungry?

Itwasaround1900hrsbythen.

Me:no

Him:asfarasI'mconcernedyouhaven'teaten

yet

Me:I'mnothungry

Hedidn'tsayanything,justdrovetohishouse.

AllIwantedwastoclosemyeyesandforgetall

ofthishappened.

Whenwegottohishouse,Iwentstraighttohis

room,strippednakedthengotinthe

shower,openedthecoldwater.ItsjustwhatI



needed.WhatThabitoldmemademetojust

think..whatifthesamehappenstoBandile,

especiallywithhislifestyle..IdontthinkIwould

survive.

"Babe!"

Bandilesvoicestartledme,makingmerealizeI

hadbeenintheshowerforaprettylongtime.I

tookthetowelinthebathroomandwrappedit

aroundmybodythenwalkedbacktotheroom.

Hewassittedonthebed,thatmomentallI

wantedwastogotohimandhughimtightbut

mylegsgotheavy,it'slikehisgazejustheld

me,notlettingmego.Hestoodupandwalked

towardsme..

Him:I'msorry,IloveyouandIhavenever

stoppedatanymoment..Ilovejustthewayyou

arebeitthatyouareshort,youareacrybabyor

childish..Iloveyou..IknowIprobablysaidalot

ifthingsbutIdidn'tmeanthem..

Hetrailedhishandinmyface..



Him:Idontwanttoloseyou,IknowIhave

probablysaidthisamilliontimesandI'msure

youaregettingtiredofhearingitbutIlove

you..IloveyouandIdon'twanttoloseyouand

thatswhyyoursafetyisprioritytome..

HeHuggedmetightly,hewassowarm..I

huggedhimback,Ilovehimalso,Idoandthe

wayIlovehimscaresmeforthefactthatIcan't

stopmyself..Ikeepfallingdeepanddeeperfor

thisguyandit'snothealthy..Iknowit..Iknowit

butIcan'tstopmyself.Ishutmyeyesastears

streamed.

ThefollowingdayIwokeuplockedinhisarms

andlegsthatIwasevenfeelinguncomfortable.

Hehadmylegsbetweenhisandhisarms

aroundme.Ilovedthefeelofhisbroadchest

againstme,itbroughttanglesaroundmytummy.

SlowlyIcaressedhischest,hereallywas

muscular..Thetattoosonhischestwerejustto

many,Icouldn'tevenunderstandthembutthey

madehimmuchmoresexier.AsIwasstill



analysinghistattoosIcaneacrossmyname,I

recheckedacoupleoftimesitwasjustthere,in

nottoobiglettersbutvisibleenough.Ireally

dontknowifthere'sanotherKristinoutthere

butIbetitwasme.Ihadmixedemotions..I

wasupsetthathewoulddothat..Whywouldhe

dothat?Butthenontheotherhanditmademe

feelspecial..Iwipedawaythetearthatescaped

myeye.Itriedtowigglemyselffreetohis

bondagebutasIdidthatheheldmemuch

tightly..

Him:whereareyougoing?

Hesaidwithasleepyvoiceandhiseyeswere

stillclosed..

Me:wakeup..

Hereachedforhisphonewithonehandwhile

theotherstillheldme..

Him:ey!itsstill5,sleep!

Hesaidputtingbackhisphone.



Ilookedathim,heopenedhiseyes.

Him:what?

Me:tattoo..

Him:tattoo?

Me:myname..

Isaidrunningmyfingeronmynamethatwas

printedrightacrosshischest.

Him:what?younottheonlyKristinonearth..

Ilaughed,hewasreallymakingmelooklikea

fool..

Me:NdileI'mbeingserioushere

Him:itcan'tberemoved..

Me:why?

Him:becauseIloveyou,andyouareveryspecial

tome..

Ididn'treply..HeranhishandinsidetheT-shirtI

waswearing.



Him:nowlet'ssleep

Me:Ican'tsleep..

Him:whatdoyouwanttodo?

Me:nothing..wannabemad

Him:ok..bemad

Hemademeliemyheadonhischestwhilehe

rubbedmybacksoftly.Iclosedmyeyesand

yesterday'smemoryplayedback,Iheldmy

breath,closingmytightlysotoblockawaythe

memory..Shewassoquick,quickerthan

anythingandshewantedtotakeherownlife,a

fewmomentsagotherewasasmilethenthe

nextisherbodysoakedinbloodywater.Itook

adeepbreath.Bandilehadstoppedrubbingmy

back,Iraisedmyheadandhewasasleep.."Iwill

dieforyouKris,atleastIwillknowIdiedforus"

hiswordsplayedback.Himgettingshot..maybe

Ihadbeentakinghisloveforgrantedtoomuch.

SlowlyIgotawayfromhisarmsandlegs,



managingwellwithoutwakinghimup.Iwalked

downstairs..Itwasabitdark,thenwentstraight

tothekitchen.Itookabottleofwateranddrank

itthenwalkedbacktohisroomjusttostandby

thewindow.IhadopeneditsoIjuststood

there,asthecoldbreezehitmyskin.Aftera

whileIwalkedbacktothebed,hewasstill

sleeping..

Helookedsopeaceful..Istayedawakeforsome

timeuntilIfinallyjustdecidedtojustwakeup.I

wenttothekitchenagainanddecidedtojust

bakeusingafewmethodsIgotfrommom.I

openedthefridge,unlikemyfridgehishas

everythingandI'mprettysureMma'Nyaradoes

theshopping.

Itookoutthechocolatethatwasinthefridge.

Thatgaveanidea.Itookouttheeggs..Iwas

goingtomakechocolatemuffins.

****************

Me:and?



Him:theyarenice..butihateitwhenIwakeup

andyounotherewithme

Me:Bandile!

Him:theyarereallynicebabe

Me:really?

Him:yeah..Ithinkyouwouldmakeareallygood

wife..

Iblushed..

Me:therewasnoheavymilk..Ijustusedfresh

milk,Ithoughttheywilltastelikepoison..

Helaughed..

Him:theytastelikegoodpoison..

Hesaidpullingmetohim..

Me:wehaven'tgottenbacktogether..

Him:didweeverbreakup?

Me:yes...

Him:Idon'trememberthat..



Hesaidkissingthecornerofmylips..

Me:Ithinkweshouldsetrules..

Him:mhhm..

Hefinallyaimedformylips,thiswasthefirst

timewekissedeversincethelasttimeIsaw

him,thetimewhenhecanetomyhouseinBots..

Hepulledmetohimbymywaistashekissed

meslowly.Myhandsfoundtheirwaytohishair.

Hetastedanaftertasteofthechocolate

muffinsandabitofchocolatechipsbutIcould

also,almosttastecigarettethoughIwasn'tsure.

Hepulledoutafterawhileleavingmewith

numbswollenlipsthathehadbeen

continuouslybitingsoftly,tuggingwithhisteeth.

Him:Imissedyou

Me:doyousmoke?

Isaidlookingathimmorecarefully,hehad

pinkishlips..ain'thislipssupposedtobedarkif

hesmokes?Hegavemealookthatmademe



flushwithembarrassment..

Him:whydoyousaythat?

Ishookmyhead..

Him:notalways

Ilookedathim..

Me:ain'tyouscaredtohave..adamagedliver?

Him:Isaidnotalways..onlywhenstressed

Me:areyoustressednow?

Him:nowI'mnot..

Hesaidashesoftlypulledmymesseduphair.

Me:smokingisnotgood..

Him:Iknow..Iwillstop

Me:good..nowtherules..

Hechuckled

Him:let'shearthem

Me:nomoresecrets..nolies



Him:ok

Me:nocheating..

Helaughed

Him:IthinkIshouldbetheonetosaythatrule,I

havenevercheatonyou

Myheartsank..I'mtheonewhocheaton

him..nottheotherwayround.Mistakeornot..I

stillcheatonhim.

Him:I'msorry

Me:noit'sok..

Him:noit'snot..wegotoverthat,Ishouldn't

bringitup..nocheating..Continue.

Me:ummhthatsall.

Him:ok..anotherone..nohangingaroundthat

doctoranymore

Me:he'sjustafriend

Him:Idon'tlikehim..wheredoeshegetthe

audacitytoholdyourhandlikeyouarehis?he



shouldknowhisplace..

Me:itwasinnocent

Him:Iknow..Idon'tlikeit..simpleasthat

Me:ok..

Him:good

Me:willyoukillhim?

Him:ifneededbe..

Me:what'sthatsupposedtomean..

Him:Idontwanttofightwithyou..let'seat

muffins..

Hekissedmycheekashepickedmeupand

placedmeonthestool.Mymindwasstillstuck

onwhathesaid..

Him:Iwon'tkillhim..justrearrangehis

face..thatsall..noweat!

Hesaidgivingmetheglassoforangejuice.

Me:BandileIloveyou..



Helookedatmethensmiled,thatsmilethat

justmakesmeweak..

Him:andIloveyoutoo

Ireturnedthesmile..

Weate,thenafterthatIwenttothebedroomas

hemadeafewcalls.AsItookofftheshirt,Igot

distractedbyanenvelopethatwasonthe

headboard.AsmuchasItriedtoignoreit,itjust

lookedlikeitwascallingforme.

Iwentovertoit,itwaswritten"S&E.."

thenscribbledatthebottom.."Evidence"

WitharacingheartItearedtheenvelopebutas

Ifishedmyhandinsidetheenvelopethedoor

swungopenandBandilegotinsidemakingme

jump.

Thefeelingofbeingcaught,doingsomething

youshouldn'tbedoinggathereddeepinside

untilIcouldfeelit.

Him:ummhthisisworkbabe



Hesaidashetooktheenvelopefromme..

Him:wantmetojoinyouforshower?

Mymouthwasjustdry,Icouldn'tevenscramble

afewwords.

Him:Iwilltakethatasayes..I'mcoming

Hewalkedoutleavingmetakingahuge

breath..nomoretouchingwhat'snotmine..I

walkedtothebathroomandstoodunderthe

shower.Ijuststoodtheretryingtorecoverfrom

whatjusthappened.Butthenwhat'sS&E?

*********************

Iheldhercoldhand,shehadanoxygenmuskon.

Herfacewaspale,likeshewasdead.

Me:Idontknowifyouhearingthisbutifyou

are,Ijustwanttosayyouareastrong

woman..strongerthanyouthink..Iknowyou

mightfeellikeitstheendoftheworldbutits

not..Idon'tknowhowGodworksbutIdo

believeheknowswhat'shedoing.andthefact



thatyouarestillalivetoday,showsthatyoustill

havealongwaytogo,youstillhaveamarkto

leavebehind..

Isatbesidesher..

Me:letmesingforyou..IhaveaterriblevoiceI

know..

Iwannaleavemyfootprintsonthesandsof

time

Knowtherewassomethingthat,meant

somethingthatIleftbehind

WhenIleavethisworld,I'llleavenoregrets

Leavesomethingtoremember,sotheywon't

forget

Iwashere

Ilived,Iloved



Iwashere

Idid,I'vedoneeverythingthatIwanted

AnditwasmorethanIthoughtitwouldbe

Iwillleavemymarksoeveryonewillknow

Iwashere

IwannasayIlivedeachday,untilIdie

AndknowthatImeantsomethingin

somebody'slife

TheheartsIhavetouchedwillbetheproofthat

Ileave

ThatImadeadifference,andthisworldwill

see

Me:thissongsaysitall..Iprayandhopeyouget

well..youstillhavealottodo..alotthatwill

makeXanderproud..

AndwiththatIwalkedout.



Itisjustnowthatyouwillbelaughingwith

someone,notevenawareofwhateverthats

goingonwiththemorwhatevertheyaregoing

through..asmiledoesn'talwaysmean

happiness,laughterdoesn'talwaysmean

happiness..Sometimesthatsmileis

representingpainthatsdeepwithinbutyoucan

neverknowit..Igotinmycarandclosedmy

eyestightly..Shewassocalm..howcouldIhave

known?

.

SAM

.

Wewalkedinsidehishouse,judgingfrom

everythingIhaveseensofar,thisguyisreally

loadedbutIwasabitnervous..

Themomentwegotinsidethesitting

room,somewomanstoodup,abityoungerthan

mom.Herfacialexpressiontoldmealot..she

wasn'thappy..Shesmiledaverytightsmile..



Her:Lerato..whatanunpleasantsurprise

Mom:Agatha..

Her:andwho'sthis?

Mom:where'sAobakwe?

Her:myhusbandisstillatwork..

Mom:verywellthen,wewillwait..

Her:waitinwho'shouse?

Mom:waitinAobakwe'shouseAgatha

Shelaughedthenclappedherhands

Her:inAobakwe'shouse?Leratokopaotsamaye

(pleasego)leavemyhouse..

Momtookmyhandandledmetothecouch

makingmeseatdownwithher..

Mom:I'mnothereforgames

Her:lebeletekewenakaretsamaya!(leavemy

houseyouwhore)

Thiswomanwasreallystartingtopissmeoff..



Momignoredher,shechuckledthenleft.Aftera

whileshecamebackholdingajugofwater.I

stoodup..

Me:Iwillslapyousohardyouforgetyour

name..tryit

Her:andthenwena?omangwena?huh?

Me:BathongkanaMmeIwillbeatyou

Her:mxmtheendresultofawhoringmother!ke

tsonedilotse?

IwasreallytryingtocontrolmyselfbutIwas

losingit.

Me:mmaweshouldgo

Mom:no..weareheretoseeyourfather..And

wenotgoinganywherewithoutseeinghim..sit!

Me:onemorewordfromyou,Iwillgoforjailfor

assaultandIwon'tregretitsfebekewena!

Shelookedatme,ithinkshenoticedIwasn't

bluffingandsoshesatdown.Isatdown



besidesmomandheldherhand.Afterawhile

weheardvoices..twovoicesactually..

Momentslateramanandawomanhad

appearedwithsomegirl,beautifulgirl,beautiful

darkgirl.Themanreallylookedlikeme,maybea

bittoolightincomplexionthanme.Hesmiled

assoonashesawme,helookedhappy..

Him:ohMyGod!Godhasansweredmy

Prayers..Leratofinallybroughtmyson..

HecameovertomeasIstoodupandhugged

me..

Him:modemokaleboga..youaresobig..doesn't

helooklikeayoungerreplicaofmeRebecca..

Hesaidreferringtothewomanhehadcome

with..

Rebecca:hedoes..FinallytheRantlagaheiris

here..

Agatha:wait..Aobakweweh!

Him:Agatha!



Hesaidinafirmcommandingvoicethat

silencedherimmediately

Shekeptquite..

Him:Leratothankyousomuch..myson..

Hehuggedmeagain..hecouldn'tholdbackhis

tears..

Him:youdontknowhowlongIhavewaitedfor

thismoment..

Mom:itwasabouttime

Him:yes..ummhSonthismysisterRebeccaand

herdaughterTinaandRebeccathisismyson

SamuelAobakweJunior..

Tina:nicemeetingyouSamuel

IsweartoGodmyheartskippedashersmooth

voicecaressedmyname.

Rebecca:I'mhappytomeetyou

Me:likewise..

Isaidwithadrythroat



Him:ummhthiscallsforacelebrationrightson?

Me:yes...Dad

.
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Ifinishedoffmyassignment,justthenacall

fromBandilegotin,IsatupstraightasI



answeredasIgrinnedlikearetard.

Me:hey

Him:hey,Isawyourtext,Ihavebeenbusy

Me:itsok...

Him:iseverythingokthere?areyouok?

Me:I'mfine..Imissyouthough

Him:Imissyoutoobabe,Iwillbebackinfew

days..

Me:Idontunderstandwhyyouhadtobethe

onetogothere,youhavepeopletodothat

Him:babemyAustraliandealisveryimportant,I

havetodoitpersonally..

Me:Iunderstand..

Him:good..howwasschool?

Me:assignmentsassignmentsandmore

assignments!

Him:youwillbefine



Me:yeah..

Him:lookbabeIhavetogo..

Me:already?

Him:Iwillcallyou..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Thenhehungup,BandilehadgonetoAustralia

aweekagoandwellweeksurelyfeltlike

decades,apparentlytherewasadealhehadto

sortputpersonally.Thabiwasstillinhospital,

butshewasoutofcoma..Ihavebeenvisiting

hereverydayeventhoughherfamilyhadarrived.

Hermotherand2sisters.Whatshedidreally

hurtthem,Istillrememberthedayshearrived,I

wasthere..sheliterallycried.Noparentwants

tobeinthatpositionwhereyourownchild

wantstotakeherownlife.Itreallyhurtthem..

LesediandIhavebeengettingabitcloserthan

beforeandshesactuallycoolonceyougetto

knowher.Thabi'sactionssavedallofusasan

awakeningcall.IplacedmyphonedownasI



closedmylaptop.Myphonevibrated,itwasa

callagain..Sam

Ipickedupalmostimmediately.

Me:hey.

Him:hey..how'syourfriend?

Me:gettingthere,how'syourfather?

Samhadtextedmeaweekagothathefinally

methisfather,awhatwhatintheParliament.I

wasactuallysurprisedthatmomfinallyspitit

outandSamseemedhappytomeethisdad.

Him:wemeetingagaintodayfordinner..Ilike

himalready..Itslikewehaveknowneachfor

years..

Me:I'mhappyforyou..

Him:yeahbutfuck!there'sthisgirl..

Ilaughed

Me:youhavestarted..whichgirlnow?

Him:myAunt'sdaughter..Shesdrivingmecrazy



Me:shee!Shesfamily..Youcan'tfallforfamily

Him:Ican'thelpit..thistimeitsdifferent..Ireally

likeher

Me:still

Him:Ican'tstopmyself..

Me:itwon'tendwellyouknowit..

Him:Idontknowanymore

Me:juststayawayfromher

Him:I'mtrying..AndIwilltryharder..

Me:good

Him:where'stattooedboy?

Me:Australia

Him:Australia?

Me:mhhm

Him:ijook..lookIbettergo..he'shere

Me:greethimforme



Hechuckledbeforehangingup.

Iwalkedoutfrommyroomandwenttothe

sittingroom.JustthenLeahgotinsidethe

house.

Her:hey

Me:hi

Her:ohI'mtired..

Shesaidthrowingherselfonthecouchbesides

me.

Me:dicktiring?

Shelaughed

Her:what?

Me:itsalmostnineintheevening,andyou

comingbacknow..andyoutired..Thisonly

meansonething..Ihopeyouknowpregnancyis

real

Shethrewacushionatmelaughing..

Her:ohpleaseanywaydickisgoodbabe..Imean



dickisbae

Ilaughed

Me:youarecrazy..

Her:howwasyourday?

Me:ok

Her:IfeellikebunkingtomorrowbutQwillbeon

mycaseIknow

Me:hecares

Her:yeah,andhissnobbishratiscoming

Me:sister?

Her:yeah..

Me:toobad..

Justthentherewasknock..

IlookedatLeah.

Me:expectingsomeone?

Sheshookherheadno..



Igotupandwalkedtothedoor.Iopenedthe

doorandLebowasatthedoorcrying,she

lookedlikeamess..

Me:heyyy

Her:my..my..mys..sisterisdead

Iblinkedacoupletimes,tryingtodigestthe

news.Leahstoodbehindme.

Leah:what'swrong?

Me:hersisterhaspassedaway..pleasecomein

Lebo

Iheldhercloselyasshecried.Leahjuststood

behindmewithnoparticularemotion

whatsoever.

IhelpedLeboinsideandsatbesidesherasshe

cried.Ireallyfeltsorryforher.Ididn'tsay

anything,justheldhertightly.

Shecriedherselftosleep,Ijustlaidher

perfectlyonthecouchandgaveherablanket

thenwalkedtoLeah'sroom.



Me:what'syourproblem?

Shewasonthephone..

Her:lookbabe,Iwillcallok..ok..Iloveyoutoo..

Thenshehungupandlookedatme..

Her:what'syourproblem?

Me:LeahIthoughtyouandandLebowere

friends

Her:were..Ithinkyouaretooniceforyourown

good

Me:Lebojustlosthersisterforcryingout

loud!sheneedsalltheemotionalsupportshe

canget,Idon'twanttorepeatthesamething

thathappenedwithThabi..ifyoudon'twantto

helpLeboitsfine,justpleasedontdisplayyour

attitudeonher

Shestoodupandwalkeduptome...

Her:thisgirlisnotwhoyouthinksheis

Kris,deadsisterornot..shesdeceivingyou



Me:Leah!

Her:itsthetruth..Shesafreakingmanipulator

bitch!doyouevenknowwho'shersister?

Me:Idon'tneedtoknowhersisterto

understandhersituation..

Her:forsomeonesmartyouarebeingignorant

andstupid

Me:thenletmebe!

Isaidbeforewalkingoutofherroommad.

WhendidLeahbecomelikethis,notaweekago

Thabitriedhurtingherselfbecauseofloosing

someoneveryimportanttoher,nowit'sLebo

butshesbusyactingallGod.Icrawledintothe

blankets.Justthenmyphonestartedringing,it

wasBandile..

Him:Babecanyoupleaselistentome..

Me:ummhok

Him:tomorrowearlyinthemorningIwantyou

tomovetomyhouse..



Me:why?

Him:Ineedsomeonethere,canyoudothat?

Me:Ihaveafriendwhojustlosthersister..

Him:ummhyoucanalwaysseeherduringthe

dayplease

Me:ok

Him:good,earlymorninggothereok?

Me:Bandilewhat'swrong?Yousoundabitoff

Him:Shit!

Hesighed

Him:IwishIwasthere..TomorrowI'mcoming

back

Me:what'sgoingon?

Him:Ineedtotakecareofsomething..babewill

yougotomyhouse?

Me:yes,what'swrong?

Him:itsthedeal..its..-



Me:itsok..Iunderstand..

Him:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:don'tforget..

Me:Iwon't.

Ithenhungupandslept.Immediatelyafter

closingmyeyesIslept.Wakingupthefollowing

day,Iwentandtookashower,packedafew

clothesthenwalkedoutofmyroom.Lebowas

inthekitchen,drinkingcoffee..

Me:hey

Her:hey..I'msorryabout..-

Me:nono..hey..I'mhereforyouok?

Isaidwalkinguptoherandgivingheratight

hug.

Me:I'mhereforyou..

Her:youarereallyaGodsent..coffee?



Me:yesthankyou

Shemadecoffeeformeandgaveittome..

Me:sohow'ssoyourfamily?

Her:itsstillfresh..

Shesatdownwipingatearthathadescaped..

Me:yougetthroughit

Itookasip..

Her:yeah..I'mgoingtoSowetotoday..wheremy

familylives

Me:wantmetocomewith?

Her:no..I'mfine,Iwillbeok

Me:areyousure?

Her:yeah..plusyouhaveassignmentstosubmit..

Wedontwantyoufailingthissemester

Me:ok..

Her:drinkyourcoffeebeforeitgetscold.

Ichuckledasshesmiledthendrankthecoffee..



Me:thankyousomuchforthecoffee

Her:itsnothingcomparedtoyourcomfort..

JustthenLeahemerged

Leah:shouldn'tyoubegoingKristin?

Ilookedatherwithaneyebrowraised..

Thenchuckled..

Me:IwillseeyoulaterLebo..

Lebo:yeah..

Iwalkedoutwithmybag,Leah'sattitudereally

hadnolevel..

Iwalkedtomycar.ThemomentIgotinsideI

startedfeelinganunfamiliarfeeling..Ifeltvery

tired..veryverytired..Icouldn'tkeepmyeyes

openmuchlonger..Ijust..justfeltlikesleeping.

ThemomentIclosedmyeyes,Ifellinto

darkness.

.

SAM



.

Him:Icanfixyousomethinginoneofthebest

hospitals..YourmotherandIdiscussedthis..

Me:ok..butforthemomentI'mjusttakingthe

restoftheyearasagapyear..I'mjusttired..

Him:yeahIunderstand..Soanymakoti?

Ilaughed

Me:no..notatthemomentIguess..

Him:aiiwhy?

Me:relationshipsarefuckedup..can'tdeal

Him:scaredofcommitment?

Me:no..scaredofbeinghurt..

Him:Iknowthefeeling..

Me:yoursisterRebecca..Howmanykidsdoes

shehave?

Iaskednotreallyconcernedbutwantingto

knowmoreaboutTina.



Him:1,Tina

Me:ohw..shesasingleparent?

Him:yeah,eversinceTinawas11..Herfather

wasmurdered..

Me:thatssad..

Him:yeah..andtheyneverfoundthemurderer..

ButRebeccadidagreatjobraisingthis

kid..shesabrilliantkidtoday..she'sa

pharmacist

Me:thatsgreat..

Him:yeah..let'sgo..

Westoodupandwalkedoutsidetherestaurant

wehadmetup.Aweekagowehadonlymet

andnowwearegettingtoknoweachother

muchbetter..ItsmuchbetterthanIthought..

Him:wewilltalktomorrow..

Me:yes..

Igotinmycaranddroveoff.AsIwashalfway



home..mycarjustdecidedtogooff.Istepped

outifit,angry.TheAustinMartinisstillnew.

ThemomentIsteppedoutIfeltsomeonewas

behindme.ThemomentIturnedIgot

welcomedbyastrongblowthatsentme

straighttotheground.

Me:fuck!

AsIstruggledtostandupIfeltanotherblowin

mystomach..thenblowseverywhere..This

peoplewerenothavingmercyonme,theywere

gunningformyblood.Themoretheykickedme

Ifeltlikemysoulwasfightingitswayoutof

body...TheycontinuedbeatingmeuntilIjust

blackedout..

.

Thestronglightintensityhitmyeyeshard.I

struggledtoopenmyeyes..ThemomentI

finallyopenedthemIcouldfeelpainallovermy

body.Iwaslayingontheground..Iclosedmy

eyestightlybeforeopeningthemagain.



SomehowIwashopingtowakeinhospitalbut

Isawsomeguysittedinfrontofme..

Him:ahhfinally!

Hestoodup..

Hetookouthisknife..

Him:I'mgoingtoromoveonlytwo..twofingers

thatnexttimeyouwon'teventhinkaboutgoing

aftermarriedwomen..butanywaygood

morning

Ilookedathim,hewasn'tbluffing.

Him:nexttimeyouseeamarriedwomanyou

willrunaway..butthentwofingersain'tnothing..

Notevenyourwholefinger,justaquarter..

Hecametowardsme.

Him:nobodyisgoingsaveyou..notevenGod

today..

Hemademesitupmakingmehissinthepain

thattookover..Theyhadreallybutcheredmy



body,Ifeltlikeanovercookedtomato.

Him:youlookarealmess..

Hetookmyfingerthenduginhisknife..

Me:fuckkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk!ahhhhhhhhhhh..

There'spain..realpainthatyoucanevenfeelit..

Thatwasn'twhatwhatIfelt..Ifeltmorethan

that..Ifeltlikemywholehandwasbeingcut.

Theknifewassosharpthatitdidn'thavemercy

onmyfinger.Ievenmessedupmypants.My

fingerwasbleedingfuriously..

Me:shiiiiiiiit..God!

Iheardfootprintscomeourway,wewereat

thebackofsomehouseorsotosay.Hestood

upandwalkedtohiscar..

Him:wenotdone..expectme

Thenoffhedroveaway..justthentheperson

emerged..Itwasasheandwasinthephone

Her:yes..GodLebo..Ummh..



Justthensheturnedtome..

Her:ohFuck..shit...ohmy..

Shethrewherphoneawayandrushedoverto

me..itwasTina..

Her:ohGod..whathappened?Youarebleeding..

Sherushedovertoherphoneagain...Ishutmy

eyestightlyasthepaingotworse..

.

KRIS

.

OpeningmyeyesIwasinhospital,haddrips

connectedtomybodyandLebowaslookingat

me..

Her:ohthankGodyouareawake..

Me:water..

Shewalkedoverandtookaglassofwater

togetherwithastraw.IdrankthewaterthoughI

stillfeltweak.



Her:Iwasworried..Ifoundyouinyour

car..and..God!

Me:Bandile..

Her:ummhyourphonehasbeenoff..butnoone

hascometoseeyouyet

Shegavememyphone..

Iswitchediton..andtherewasatextfrom

Bandile.

"SabrinaandIhaveachild..Iwasscaredtotell

youfacetofaceczIknowyouwudfreak..I

thinkitsbestweendthingsnow,whenitsstill

early.Lovingyoucomeswithalotof

complications..Thatsgoingtoruinbothyour

lifeandmineandIdontwantthat..I'mtoo

muchforyouKrisandyouknowit..maybethat's

whyyoucheatonme..wellnowyoucangofor

Venusifyouwish,I'mnotstoppingyou"

Ithrewmyphoneagainstthewall..

Me:again?again!



Lebo:what?

Me:Ihatehim..

Isaidcrying..Lebohuggedme..ithurt..Iasked

himandheliedtomyface.Thiswasthelast

nailtothecoffin..Iwasdone!

Afterawhilethedoctorcame,afemaledoctor..

Dr:how'smypatientdoing?

Me:Iwillbefine..

Dr:wehavecontactedyourfamilyandtheywill

getheretomorrow

Inodded..

Sheinjectedmewithsomething..

Dr:thisisasoporific..Itwillhelpyousleep,your

bodyneedstorest..

Me:what'swrongwithme?

Dr:itsyourmigraine..Itsactingupbutdont

worry..Igotitundercontrol..Allyougavetodo

isrest..



BythetimeshewasdonetalkingIwasalready

feelingdrowsy,thelastthingIrememberwas

Bandile..Hewasthelastthinginmymind..And

astearsstreamedIblackedout..

Wakingupagain,Iwasstillinthebedwithallmy

energydrained.Iwasalone,Ireachedoutformy

phonetocallSamuelbutsurprisinglytherewas

nosimcard,thatwasabitweirdbutthenI

figuredoutthatmaybeLeboremoveditbut

thenwhywouldshedothat?Ilookedforitin

theroomwithmyeyesbutitstillwasn'tthere

andIwasgettingfrustratedbythesecond.Igot

upfromthebed,Ifeltsoweak,mybodywasjust

tired.SlowlyIwalkedtothedoorandopened

it..Iwalkedout,thisplacedidn'tlooklikea

hospital,itlookedlikethoseabandoned

places.BythesupportfromthewallwallbyI

walkedtosomedoor,itwasreallyhard.I

stoppedjustatthedoorwhereIheardvoices..

"No..weneedtomoveher,heknowsthisplace.."

Thefirstvoicesaid



"Towhere?"

Anotherquestioned

"ToBarabbas'shouse..hewon'tsuspectthat

place"thefirstvoicesaidagain

"he'sgoingtoknowitsme..tohimyouare

dead"Lebosvoicesaid..

"Yes,butoncehegetstoknowI'maliveand

MissThingyhereisn't,youknowhowhisthe

gamegoesbutbythenI'msureherfamily

wouldhavereportedhermissing.Hercarisat

Bandileshouse,andthere'sbloodinside..The

policearegoingtosuspecthim..."

"Mysafety?"

"I'mflyingyoutoCanadatomorrow.Youwill

finishschoolthere"

Itdidn'ttakememuchtimetogather2and2

togetherforittofinallyclickinmymind.Leah's

wordsreplayedinmyhead.."thisgirlisnotwho

youthinksheisKris,deadsisterornot..shes



deceivingyou"

Iwalkedaway,tryingtowalkmuchfaster..With

eachstepIreachedforthedoor.ThemomentI

openedthatdoor,Iwasoutside.Withasmileon

myfaceIgotout.Iwasputonahospital

gown,thatnowwasdisturbingmywalk.It

seemedliketherewasnohouse,justabush

thatwentonforever..Butthecarcaughtmy

attention.Iwalkeduptoit,openeditbutthecar

keyswerenotthere.

Me:no!

Isearchedforthemeverywherebuttheywere

nottherebutjustthenInoticedaphone..With

shakinghandsItookit,nosecuritypassword..

Good!IdialedBandilesnumber,itrangthefirst

time,unanswered..Icalledhimagain..Thistime

heanswered.

Him:yeah?

Me:babe..itsme..I..-



Him:ohfuck!Kriswhereareyou?

Me:Idontknow..I'mscared..

Him:justamomentbaby..letmetrackyou..who

abductedyou?

Icouldalmostfeelthepanickinhisvoiceeven

thoughhetriedtomuskit..

Me:Lebo..she..-

Him:fuck!YoushouldhavelistenedtoLeahbut

itdoesn'tmatteranymore..

Me:I'mscared..theyhavebeeninjectingmewith

something

Him:Igotyou..Fucksofar..whereareyouright

now?

Me:intheircar,Igotoutfromthehouse..Ican't

findthecarkeys

Him:Iwantyoutogetoutfromthatcarbabe

andrun..ok?runasfastasyoucan..now

Igotoutfromthecar,withweaklegs,and



walkedawayfromthecar..

Him:donthungup,Iwanttobeabletoknow

youreverymove..Theroadisfarfromwhere

youarerightnowsojustkeepwalking

straight,I'mcomingforyou..

IwalkedinsidethebushbutthenIheardtheir

voices..

Me:theyarecoming..

Him:walkfaster,befastbabe..

Iwalledmuchfasterbutthenthedrowsiness

wasgettingworseandworse..Ididn'thowlongI

couldkeepituptillIcanjustcollapseonthe

ground.Myheartwasbeatingfast,my

assignments..Alex..Mymindjuststarted

workingovertime..Iwasjusthelplessandthe

headachethatIknewwasgoingtoattackme

hard,Icouldfeelitfaintly..."Ithinkyouaretoo

niceforyourowngood"Leah'swordsreplayed

inmind..Iwipedmytearsaway..thiswasnot

thetimetobecrying..



Him:babeyoustillthere?

Me:yeah..I'mgettingmoredrowsy..

Him:keepgoingbabe,youaredoingwell..I'm

coming..

Me:I'msorry..

Him:I'mtheonewho'ssorry..I'mtheone

draggingyouinmymess..

Me:Igotyourtext..

Him:Isentalotoftexts..

Me:theoneyoubreakingupwithme..Godifeel

tired..

Him:don'tstopwalking..andwhywouldIbreak

upwithyou?Babepleasedontstopwalking

Me:I'mtiredofwalking

Him:dont..Iloveyouandthemomentyou

removethebreakingupshitinyourmindplus

youareacatch,ahotty..

Iblushed..



Him:babethere'ssriverwhereyouheaded.

Me:ok..

IwalkedabitmoreandIsweartoeveryhopeI

hasjustfadedintothinair,thewaterwas

flowingandImyweakbodycouldn'tjusthandle

it.

Him:areyouthere

Me:itsgoingtosweepmeaway..

Him:itsflowing?

Me:yeah..andI'mfeelingweek..

Him:followtheriver..

Me:ok..

AfewstepsItookwerereallyhardthatIended

upsittingdown,Ijustcouldn'ttakeanotherstep.

Him:shit!Babe..Krisplease

Me:justasec..

Him:dontcloseyoureyes



Me:mhhm..

Ilayonmybackasmyeyesthreatenedto

close..

Him:Krisbabe..pleasedontcloseyoureyes

please..ummhshit..Babedoyoueverthink

aboutourfuture?

Me:fantasyingmaybe..Idont..wanttosound

crazy

Him:crazy?justtellmewhatyoufantasiseabout?

Iclosedmyeyes..

Him:Kris!

Me:mhhhm..

Him:pleasedontcloseyoureyes..

Keepingmyeyesopenwasataskwhichwasso

hardtodo,Iwasjustfeelinghot,theairwastoo

thicktobreaththatIfeltsuffocated.Itriedto

talkbutIfelttootired,tootiredtotalk,tootired

tokeepmyeyeswideopen.Icouldhear



Bandilesvoicebutitwasgettingmoreand

morefaintbythesecond.Iwantedtorest..

.

SAM

.

Shestoodbeforeme,pitywasfilledinhereyes

andIhatedit.Ididn'twanthersympathyor

anyoneelse'sforthatmatter.

Her:I'mgladIfoundyouwhenIdid..

Me:I'mgladyoudidalso..

Her:Istilldontgetwhyyoudontwantmeto

reportthistothepolice..

Me:dontworryaboutit..

Her:andthismakesmethinkyouknowwhat

exactlyisgoingon?areyouintrouble?

Ichuckledbutithurtalso,itwasprettyobvious

thatTaylorwastheonewhodidthisbuthow

didhefindout?Bandilewastheonlypersonin



mind.Itriedsohardtoshiftmymindbutitstill

ledmetothat..butthenwhywouldhesnitchme?

Alotofreasonsfloodedonmymind,anendless

list..ofcausehedoeshavereasons..Justthen

thedoorswungopen.Dadgotin,togetherwith

mom.

Mom:ohGodbaby..areyouok?

Shesaidreachingovertome,thewayshecares

alwaysmeltedmyheart.

Me:I'mok

Mom:bloodythugs..where'sthepolice?

Ilookedather,notsayinganything.

Mom:keng?where'sthepolice..

Dad:Tina?

Tina:herefused..Hedoesn'twantmetotellthe

police

Me:Ididn'tseethepersonwhodidthis,soitsno

usegoingtothepolice..



Dadlookedatmeforawhile..

Dad:LeratoandTina,giveusamoment..

Momkissedmyforeheadbeforewalkingout

togetherwithTina..

Dad:outwithit..

Hesaid,Icouldn'tfindareasontolietohim..

Me:Isleptwithsomeone'swife

Isaidlookingathim,awaitinganoutburst

reactionbutinsteadhewaschilledasever..

Him:andnowyougotrearrangedforit?

Me:yeah

Him:ok

Me:whyain'tyouscreaming?

Him:whywouldIscream?Iwasn'tthereinyour

upbringingsoIhavenorighttobemakingyou

getincourt..andIguessitsinourblood

Me:youoncesleptwithsomeone'swife?



Him:yeah..

Hesatbesidesme..

Him:andonethingIhavelearnedisthatyouare

responsibleforyourson'sbehaviorinthe

future..Yousee,onedayyouaregoingtobe

fatherandIdon'tthinkthere'sanydayyouare

goingtowantyoursontobesleepingwith

marriedwomanoryoursontoabandonkidsout

therejustbecauseofhowyouactortheway

youlead.Iwasneverthere,Iwatchedyour

upbringingfromfromafar,maybeifIhadbeen

closer,toguideyoubecauseeveryoneneedsa

fatherfigureintheirlives.Butthatsgoingto

changerightnow..fromtodayI'mgoingtobe

thefatherIwantyoutobetoyourkidsandwe

aregoingtostartbyrulenumberone..Itsquite

simple..Youdontsleepwithfamily..Tinais

familyandyouwon'tsleepwithher..

Ilookedatthemanbeforeme,Ichuckled..How

didheknowthat?



Him:I'mserious..Shesgoingbacktoherhome

Me:whereisthat?

Him:youwanttofollowher?Ithinkyouneed

deliverance..

Ilaughed..

Me:IagreebecauseIcan'tkeepmyeyesoffher..

Him:sleepingwithrelativesisareallybad

combination..Trustme..

.

**TobeContinued**

Let'skeepitupguys,inthecorporationissue..I

seewehaveimprovedandIwon'tlieI'mhappy.

Willseeuguyslaterortomorrow.
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Theunfamiliarcoldnessforcedmyeyesopen,I

blinkedacoupleoftimesuntilIstartedgetting

aclearversion.

Iwassleepingonabed,butnotavery

comfortablebedandhadaraggedblanketover

me,itwasintattershonestlyandIfiguredthats

whyIwasfeelingcold.Ilookedaround,even

thoughtherewasunpleasantsmellinthesmall

roomeverythingseemedtobeinplace.There

wasn'tmuchin,otherthanafewpotsatthe

cornerandafewplatesandcups.Thehouse

seemedold,eventheclothesIsawhangedat

thecornerofthehouse.Agirlgotinsidethe

house,youngerthanmebutnotthatmuch,she

hadachild,aboychildwith,4or5Years

togetherwithher.Theylookeddirty,especially



thesmallchild,hehadmucusalloverhisface.

Girl:hello

Me:hi

Girl:myfatherfoundyouatthebedsideofthe

river,andbroughtyouherebecauseyouwere

notwakingup.

AllofthismademerememberLebo..the

doctor..theinjections..Bandile.

Girl:areyouokMam?

Me:yes..wasIalone?

Shenodded..Thesmallboywhispered

somethinginherearthatIdidn'tevenhear.She

nodded.

Girl:myfatherwenttolookforroots,sothatyou

canfeelbetter

Me:roots?

Girl:medicineroots..treerootsthataremedicine

Me:ohw



Girl:letmegoandgetyoufood,I'msureyouare

hungry..

Me:howoldareyou?

Girl:15

Me:mynameisKris,what'syourname?

Girl:Nolwazi,andmybrotheriscalledNthando

Ismiledather,thenshewalkedout.She

seemedsobright.IwasinthatsituationwhereI

didn'tpityherorherbrotherbutIpraisedher

character.Justa15yearoldandshecanhave

suchacalmcharacterlikehers,exposedto

suchconditions.Ilookedatmyself,Iwasstillin

thehospitalgown,theweaknessIhadbeen

feelingwaswearyingoff.Igotoffthebedand

staggeredaround,mylegsfeltwobblythatI

resortedtositonthebed.AsIsatdownmy

mindstartedwonderingifBandilecameand

didn'tfindmeordidheevercome..Ofcausehe

came,helovesme..hewould.AllIwantedwas

tobehome,inmybedandwakeupfromthis



dream.

"Child"avoicesaidmakingmeraisemyhead,a

manstoodatthedoor,anoldman..hehada

sticktosupporthimwalk.Hewasreallyold...

Him:I'mgladyouareawake

Hecameandsatbesidesme,hewasholdinga

cup.

Him:youwereatthebanksideofthe

river..somethingterriblemusthavehappened,

soIdecidedthaticannotleaveyoualonethere

thenIbroughtyoutosafety

Ismiledastearscascaded

Me:thankyousomuch.Thisgirls..theywanted

tokillme

Him:Uzobakahleheavenswerewithyou..I

broughtyouthisroots,theywillhelpyouregain

yourstrength.Justchewthembutdont

swallowandyouwillbeokagain.

Me:thankyou..Father



Him:youarewelcomemychild..chewitup..

Hesaidgivingmethecup,Itookitthen.He

walkedtosometablelikeandcameback

holdingtwophones,mineandtheotherphoneI

gotinthecar.HehandthemtomethenWalked

out.Theywerebothoffandwereofnouseif

theywereoffandlookingaroundtherewasno

Eletricity.Iheldthecupafterputtingthephones

asideIhesitatedabit,wonderingwhythisold

manwouldwanttohurtaftershowingsuch

kindnesstomethenIfiguredhewouldn't.Itook

therootstomymouthandchewed,theyhad

thisbittertastebutIdidn'tstop.Afterchewing

themallIstoodup,mylegsfeltabitbetter.I

walkedoutside,slowlyofcausecarefullytaking

eachstep.WhenIsteppedoutsidetherewas

stillabitoflightbutitwasgettingdark.

Therewasasmallfirewheretheywere,Nthando

rantowardsme..

Him:tata!Uvukile!



Hescreamedasheheldmyhand.Therewas

thisjoyinhisvoicethatmeltedmyheart.I

walkedtothemwithhimstillgraspingmyhand

tightly.

IsatonarockbesidesNolwazi.Theoldman

lookedatmesmiling.

Him:feelbetter?

Me:yesthankyou

Him:Nono..bequick

Therewasapotcookingonthefire.

Me:needhelpNono?

Her:no,justsit..Nthando!

Shecalledouttoherbrotherwhowasnow

playingadistantfromus.Herantowardsheras

shewalkedtothehouse.

Him:whatisyournamechild?

Me:mynameisKris

Him:ok..mynameisCharlesNdaba



Ismiled..

Him:andthosearemygrandkids..Nolwaziand

Nthando

Me:theirparents?

Him:shesaidshesgoingtolookforajob,by

thenmywifewasstillaliveandfromthereI

neversawheragain

Me:yourdaughter?

Him:yes,theseareherkids..Sheabandonedher

kids,Idontknowwhat'sgoingtohappenifIdie

today..

Heshookhishead..

Me:issheyouronlychild?

Him:no..Ihave2sons..whoIdontknowwhere

theyare..theynevervisitfrequently..

Inodded,onethingforsureIwouldneverdothis

tomymotherorfather,becausethere'sno

crueltybiggerthanthis.Nolwazicameback



holdingplates.

Him:wearejustasmallfamily..

Theenvironmentwasjusthappyregardlessof

thesituationbutwhatcanbemorewonderful

morethanalovinghome,ahomefilledwithlove.

Nolwazidishedforeveryone,herandNthando

wereSharingaplate.Shedishedpapand

somethingelse,itseemedlikeveggiesbutnot

theveggiesI'musedtothoughIdidn'task

anything.EveryonewaseatingsoIateandit

didn'ttastebadeitherway,ittastedbetterthan

whatmyownsistercooks.Aftereating,itwas

nowdark.Nolwazitookthedishes..

Me:areyouwashingthem?

Her:yes,

Me:letmehelpyou

Isaidstandingup..

Her:nodon'tworry..



Me:no,youdontworry..Let'sgo

Shelookedathergrandfatherwhogavehera

node.

Her:ok..

Ifollowedhertojustadistancefromwherethe

firewas..

Shehadadishwithwater..

Ikneltdownandstartedwashingwithher,even

thoughtherewasnosoupjustsand.

Me:areyougoingtoschool?

Her:yes,grade9,Iskippedaclass..myteacher

saidI'mabrilliantchildsoIcandograde9this

yearinsteadofgrade8

Me:wow!youareoutstandinggirl..highfive

Isaidhittingherhand..Shesmiled..

Her:andyou?whichgradeareyoudoing?

Me:I'matVarsity



Her:wow!IwishonedayIcanalsogotovarsity

butIknowmyfatherdoesn'thavemoneyto

sendmethere

Me:oh

Her:yessoaftermatricIwillgolookfora

job,andbeabletoprovideformyfatherand

Nthando

Shesmiledashereyeslitup.

Me:ok

Her:doyouknowmyfatherusedtobea

teacher..

Me:ohw,thatsnice

Her:yes,he'stheonewhohelpsmesometimes

Me:doyouhavefriends?

Her:no..theysaymyfatherisawitchsothey

won'tbefriendswithmebutIdontcare..abantu

bayebelokhubekhuluma

Me:whatdoesthatmean?



Shesmiledabeautifulsmile

Her:peoplewillalwaystalk,soIdontcare

Me:thatsthespirit..

Afterawhileweweredone,wewalkedwiththe

dishesinsidethehouse..Weplacedthematthe

corner,thenshetookaparaffinlampandlitit

up.

Her:youarereallybeautiful

Me:soareyou..

Her:youareverylightincomplexion..

Ismiled.Sheputthelampdownthenwe

walkedoutside.Therestoftheeveningwas

fun,IdontknowwhenlastIfeltlike

that,carefree..orwhenlastIsmiledlikethator

evenlaughed.

Attheendoftheday,NolwaziandIsleptonthe

bed,thenNthandoandfathersleptonthefloor

buttheyhadblankets.Theyseemedtomanage

wellwiththeraggedblanketsmeaningIhadto



adjust.AsIclosedmyeyesIthoughtabout

everythingthathappenedtoday.Itriednotto

thinkaboutitbutIstillfeltlikethisisallmy

fault,Ishouldhavelistened.AfterawhileI

finallyslept.Iwasawakenedbyabrightlight

thatreflectedthewholeroom,Ilookedaround

anditwasstilldarkanditseemedlikethere

wasacaroutside.Ilookedbesidesmeand

Nonowasawakeandsheseemedscared.

Nono:tata..

ShesaidabitloudthatFatherCharleswoke

up,hewasalsoassurprised.Momentslater

therewasaknockonthedoor.Ibetitwas

around02.00a.matnight..

FatherCharleswokeupandwenttothe

door,andopenedit..hedidn'tseemscaredatall.

Iheardsomemumblingsthenhewalkedback

inclosingthedoor.

Him:Krismychild,doyouknowanyonebythe

nameofAndile?



Myheartskippedabit..

Me:Bandile?

Him:yes

Me:ohmyGod..he'shere..yesIdo..he's

my..boyfriend

Him:wellhe'shereforyou..

Isatupstraight..

Nono:youalreadyleaving?

Him:Nono..Krishasahomeofherown..and

theyneedher

Shelookedatmethenhuggedme..

Her:Ilovedhavingyouaround

Me:I'mgoingtocomevisit,Ipromise..

Her:Iwillwaitforyou

Nthandowasjustlookingatme,Icouldclearly

seehisfaceduetothelights.

Me:comeherebaby



Isaidopeningmyarms..

Hecameandwehuggedtightly.Funnyhowa

bondcanbeformedinafewhours.After

huggingIgotoffthebed..

Father:Iwillkeepyouinmyprayerschild..

Me:metoo

Ihuggedhim..

Hethenopenedthedoorforme,Bandilewas

facingtheothersideandhewasonthephone..

Him:yeah..I'mWaitingforhimbutI'msureShe's

here..IhopeSheshere..aiiishedrivesmecrazy

Istoodstillwitheveryonebehindme.

Themomentheturnedoureyesmet,heput

awaythephonethencametowardsmetaking

meinatighthug..God!Ineededthis..Iinhaled

hisCologneasIhuggedhimback..Icouldn't

stopthetears,Iwashappy.

Him:fuck!Iwasworried..



Hesaidkissingmyforehead.Hepulledout

afterawhileandwipedoffmytear..

Him:I'msorry..I'msosorrybabe..

Me:itsok..ummhThisisFatherCharles,hiskids

NolwaziandNthando..

Isaidpointingatthem..

Bandile:itsnicetomeetyouandthankyoufor

keepinghersafe

Father:itsokSon..keepsafeKris

Me:Iwill..

Iwavedatthembeforewalkingtothecarwith

Bandileofcauseholdingmyhand.

Heopenedthepassengerdoorforme,thenhe

alsogotinandstartedthecar.

Him:areyouok?

Me:yeah..

Him:I'mreallysorry



Me:itsok

Isaidholdinghishand

Me:I'mhappyyouarehere,thatyoufoundme

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hedroveaway,thejourneybackhomewaslong

thatIevenfellasleep.Iwokeupwhenhewas

wipingmewithsomethingwet.

Inoticedwewerebackathishouse,onhisbed.

Him:hey

Me:hey..

Him:sleep

Hesaidbeforewalkingtothebathroom,when

hecamebackhegotinbesidesmeandpulled

meontopofhimthatIlaymyheadonhischest.

Him:sleepbabe..

****************************



IwokeupthenextdayandIwasaloneinbed.I

gotupandthatswhenInoticedIwasonly

dresseduphisshirtnowthatlookedalmosta

dressonme..Iwalkedtothebathroom,

brushedmyteeththentookashower.After

showering,Iwrappedatowelonmybedthen

lookedatmyreflectiononthemirror.Istill

lookedthesame,onlythemesshairwasa

difference.Iwalkedoutfromthebathroomand

steppedinthebedroom.ThemomentIgotin

hewasalsogettinginholdingatraywithfood.

Him:Imadebreakfast..

IsmiledasIwalkedtowardshim.

Me:thankyou..

Him:sit..

Isatonthebedandhesatbesidesme.

Him:Idontknowhowtomakechocolate

muffinsbutIguessthiswilldo

Therewere2slicesofFrenchtoast,some



scrambledeggs,Baconandpolonthencoffee

ontheside.

Me:thiswilldo,thankyou

Hehelpedmeeatorratherweatetogether.I

missedhim,eventhoughIwasvulnerablewith

himIstilllovedbeingwithhimbutthenagain

imAlwaysvulnerablewithhimIguess.

Aftereatingheplacedeverythingaside..

Him:whathappenedshouldn'thavehappened..

I'msorry

Me:itsok,plusIshouldhavelistened

Him:therewasnowayyouwouldhave

known..plushavingabigheartisyouandyou

can'tchangeitbutnexttimeyoushouldbe

morecarefulonwhoyouchoosetohangout

with

Inodded,hewasright..

Him:youlookedfunnyyesterday..Inthegown..



Hesaidlaughing

Me:thatsnotnice,didyoufindthem?

Him:yeah,don'tworryaboutthem,theywillnever

botheryouagain

Me:youkilledthem?

Iaskedknowingtheansweralready..

Him:don'tworryaboutthat

Me:Bandile..

Him:theywantedyoudead..Thisisnotthe

situationtoshowbigheart..theywantedto

messwithmebecausetheyknowhowmuch

youmeantome,I'mnotGod..Idon'tgive

chancestopeoplewhodon'tdeserveit

Ikeptquite,hewasgettingupset..

Him:Iloveyou,andI'mgoingtokillforyouifI

must..Itoldyouthisnowlet'sdropitright..

Inodded

Him:youpromise



Inoddedyetagain,hesighed.

Him:Ididn'tmeantoscareyouhave,butjust

thatifanythinghappenstoyou..Idon'tknow

ok..youmeanalottome,everythinghas

changedeversinceyoucame..Iloveyou,andI

can'thaveanythinghappeningtoyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:goodnowcanwestoptalkingaboutthis,its

makingmeupset..

Me:ok..how'sLeah?

Him:Leahisfine,andthisisourtime.

CanIhavesometimewithyounotworrying

aboutyourfriends?

Me:ok..butonemorething..Ineedtosubmitmy

assignments

Him:ok..later

Me:ok..

Him:good..



Helookedatme,makingmeallshy,makingfeel

likearetarded.MyfacewasevenburningthatI

lookeddown..

Him:whyareyoushythough?Imeanit's

August,westarteddatinglastyearbutyoustill

shywithme

Me:stopstarringatmethen

Him:no..Iwont..

Hetiltedmyheadthathelooksintomyeyes..

Him:whyareyouwearingeyecontacts..

Ikeptquiteashelookedatme..

Him:Iloveyoureyesthewaytheyare,takethem

off..

HesaidsoftlybutyetIcouldtellhewas

serious..

Itookthemoff,hewipedawaythetearthathad

ranonmycheekduetomeaccidentallypoking

myeye.



Him:youarebeautifullikethis..Whydoyou

wearthemeitherway?

Me:Idontwanttolooklikeaweirdo

Him:aweirdo?you?YouareBeautiful...You

intimidatewomenouttherewithyourbeauty..

Ismiledshyly..

Him:youarebeautifulinandoutandIloveyou..

Youaredifferent,andIloveyouwithyour

difference..Ijustsmiledunabletospeak..

Hekissedmylips,Ipulledhimmuchcloser

lettinghistoungeinvademymouth.Hegoton

topofmethenheldmyhandsontopofmy

headthenpulledout.

Him:youknowI'vealwayswantedtolickyour

skin..

Hesaidlookingatme..

Me:what?

Him:yeah..andimmadoitnow..



Helickedmyneck,makingmegigglebecauseit

wasticklish..Hecontinuedlickingmetillhe

wasatmycleavage,heundidthe

towel,unwrappingsothatIwasnakedbefore

him.Hewentdowntomyboobssuckingeach

makingmeholdmybreath,hewentdowntomy

navelthenuptomythighsthenhestopped..

Him:"Bodylanguageisallshe'strynaspeak

That'sokay,that'salright,goallday,goallnight,

I'mmabeast"

Iwasalreadypanting..Wantingandneeding.

Hebrushedhishandsoftlyonmypussy,making

meslightlyclosemyeyesfeelingthesensation.

Afterawhilehestopped,andhismouthhad

replaced.Ibitmylowerliptryingtoholditin,my

toescurledasthewaveofpleasurehitme..

Me:ohhh...

Ibreathedhardtryingtorecover.

Him:comehere



Hesaidpullingmewithmylegtowardshim,he

mademestandupandwalkedmetowardsthe

dressingtable.

Him:holdthere..

Myheartwasnowinmymouth,iwasbreathing

hard.

Itouchedthedressingtableandhestood

behindmethenpartedmylegswithhis.

Withoutwarningheeasedin,slowlyasI

accommodatedhim.HewassodeepandI

couldfeelallofhiminme.Heputhishandson

mywaistandeasedoutslowlythenslammed

backin,hewasraugh..butnotthatmuch,hewas

goingdeeperhittingthespotthatisdelicious,

makingmescreammeaninglessthings.I

grippedthehairdresstableasIreachedthe

peakofthepleasure,reachingclimaxhardthat

mywholewasvibratingasIcamehardandhe

thrustinagain,harderthanbeforeasheshothis

load.Slowlyhepulledout,pickedmeupand



walkedwithmetothebedmakingmestraddle

himandIknewwhatwasabouttogodown..

I'veneverrodhimbefore..

Me:Idon'tknowhow..-

Him:dontworry,Iwillteachyou

***************

Ilayonhischest,tryingtocatchmybreath..this

wasafirst.Hekissedmyforehead..

Him:youweregoodbabe

Igiggled..

Me:mhhm..

Wekeptquite..

Me:IwanttohelpfatherCharles

Ifinallysaidafterawhile..

Him:Ifigured..Iwilldoit..

Me:youwill?

Him:mhhmforyou



Me:thankyou

Justthenhisphonestartedringing..

Him:handmemyphone..

Ireacheduptoitthenheldit,itwaswritten

Work

Me:itsourtime,youshouldhaveswitcheditoff..

Him:youcananswerit..

Ilaughedgivingittohim..

Me:nah..Idontdowackshit,Ihaventlostmy

integrity

Hechuckledasheanswered.

Him:yeah?..shouldn'tyoubetelling

Steve?..so?..callSteve!

Thenhehungup..

Me:Iwouldn'twantyouasmyboss

Him:aiibabethisgirlisannoying..Shes..too

much



Me:who'sshe?

Him:Idontknowandreallydontgivefuckeither

way..

Heputhisphoneaside..

Me:Iwanttogotothesaloon..IneedaBrazilian

inmyhead

Him:whattime?

Me:afterIseeThabi..

Him:afterlunch?

Me:yeah..

Him:ok..

Hestooduppullingmewithhim..

Him:let'sgoshower

Me:ok

Westoodundertheshoweraswaterhit

us..thensuddenlyhestartedlaughing..

Me:what?



Him:Ican'tbelieveyouusedtobesoscaredof

sexthatyouwouldn'tevenletusshower

together..

Hecontinuedlaughing..

Me:mxm

Isaidgivingmybackannoyed..

Him:babe..Yousaidyoudontwant...you

dont..God!

Hecouldn'tevenstoplaughingandhewas

irritatingme..

Him:babe?

Iignoredhimandcontinuedbathing..

Him:I'msorry..

Hesaidlaughing..

HehuggedmefrombehindandIcouldfeelhim

againstmyass..

Him:babeifyoudonttalktomeI'mgonnafuck

yourfatasshard



Me:thenyouaregay

Him:what?

Heturnedmearound..

Him:whatdidyousay?

Ilookedathim..

Me:IsaidthenyouareGAY!

Isnapped..

Him:Iwillfuckthatsmallmouthofyoursnxla..

HesaidpullingmylowerlipthatIslappedhis

handsoftlysoheletgo.

Hewasseriousashell,intimidatingbutI

refusedtobeintimidated..Notbyhim..

Me:gayshit!

Imumbledthenhechuckledbeforepickingme

up..

Him:I'mgoingtofuckyouhard

Hethenpressedmybodyhardagainstthewall



andraisedmeabithighthendownashe

penetratedme,thefeelingwasjustohsogood

butabitpainful,Iclosedmyeyestightlyashe

startedmoving,fastandhard,goinginandout

tapingmehardthatIcouldn'tevenbreath

anymore,Iwasnumb,he'sthrustswerefrequent

andIcouldfeelit,mybodywasgetting

ready,andIwasclose..socloseandonemore

thrustIexplodedintosmallpiecesandagain

thrustinonceagain,harderthanbeforeandhe

released.

Hepulledout,releasingmesoIstandonmy

ownbutmylegswerejustwobbly,Icouldn't

standonmyownsoIhelduntohimforsupport.

Him:gayshitmyass!

HesaidtakingmyhandsoffhimsoIslideto

floor..

Istartedlaughing,hewasmad.Quicklyhe

showeredthenwalkedoutleavingmelaughing..

Me:I'msorrybutyouhavefineassbabe



Iscreamedashemadehiswayoutofthe

bathroom

Him:Voetsek

Hesaidoncehewasoutandilaughed

hard,afterawhileIstoodupandshoweredand

whenIgotintheroomhewasgettingdressed.

Him:babewhere'smyblueamanishirt?Ilast

sawitthedayIwenttoAustralia

Me:wheredidyouleaveit?

Him:Idon'tknowbutsomewhereinthishouse..

Me:youalwaysleaveyourthingsscatteredon

thefloor..I'mnotyourMaid!

Him:woman!youcouldreallydomeabigfavour

byhandingmemyshirt

Me:youhavestartedyousee..

Isaidpointingathissweatpantsthatwereon

thefloor..

Me:leaveitonthefloorandIswearitwill



disappearthesamewayyourshirtdid..

Him:kantewhysoevil?whyoso?

Me:I'mteachingyousothatnexttimeyou

know!

Him:mxm

.

**ToBeContinued**
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Justtrynabeinthis



Tellmeareyoutoo?

Canyoufeelwherethewindis?

Canyoufeelitthrough

Allofthewindows

Insidethisroom?

'CauseIwannatouchyoubaby

AndIwannafeelyoutoo

Iwannaseethesunrise

Onyoursinsjustmeandyou

.

Lightitup,ontherun

Let'smakelovetonight

Makeitup,fallinlove

Try

(Baby,I'mrighthere)

Butyou'llneverbealone



I'llbewithyoufromdusktilldawn

I'llbewithyoufromdusktilldawn

Baby,I'mrighthere

I'llholdyouwhenthingsgowrong

I'llbewithyoufromdusktilldawn

I'llbewithyoufromdusktilldawn

Baby,I'mrighthere

I'llbewithyoufromdusktilldawn

Baby,I'mrighthere

.

Wewereshutlikeajacket

Sodoyourzip

Wewouldrolldowntherapids

Tofindawavethatfits

Canyoufeelwherethewindis?



Canyoufeelitthrough

Allofthewindows

Insidethisroom?

ThesongplayedasBandiledrovetothe

hospital,Lesedicalledmeyesterdaynight

informingmethatThabiwasawake.Ifitwas

possibleIwouldhavejustgonetherebutitwas

pastvisitinghour.Ilistenedtothelyricsasthey

hunguponmyheart,eachword"Butyou'llnever

bealone

I'llbewithyoufromdusktilldawn

I'llbewithyoufromdusktilldawn

Baby,I'mrighthere"

IlookedatBandilewhowasfocussedonthe

roadeventhoughheseemedabitdistracted

butIdidn'twanttoreadmuchintoit.Even

thoughIknowhe'snotperfectorevencloseto

beinggoodbuthe'sthebest,besttome.He

makesmehappy,hemakessmileevenwhenI



don'twantto,andthatswhymaybeI'mscared

tolosehimbecausenoonehasevermademe

happytothisstage,ormademesmile,mademy

lifelituptothelevelhehasgotten.Sometimes

itdoesn'tseemreal,itfeelslikeI'minamovie

becausethewaythefeelinggetswhenI'mwith

him,itsoverwhelming,extraordinaryandifitsa

movie,orsomefictionthenIdontwantitto

end,Iwantittogoontillforever.Hepulledat

thehospital..

Him:callmewhenyoudone..

Me:Ok

Heleanedovertomeandkissedme,andthere

itwasagain..theelectricalvibeIgetwhenour

lipsmeet.Hekissedmeharderbutslowly,

passionatelymakingmefeeleverysingleofit.

Hepulledoutafterawhile,thenwipedatearon

myface..Hefrownedprobablyworried..

Me:sometimesIrealizeIloveyoutoomuchthat

ithurts..



Hesmiled

Him:sodoI..nowgomakesomeonefeel

better,youarenaturalatit..

IsmiledasIgotoffhiscar,thenwavedhim

goodbyebeforewalkinginsidethehospitaland

wentstraighttoherroom.Iheldthebasketof

fruitsontheotherhandasIopenedthedoor.

SheputherphonedownasIwalkedin,seeing

hersmilerelaxedamuscleinme..

Me:wewereabitlate

Her:Kris!

Iwalkeduptoherandhuggedhertightly..

Me:neverdothat..everagain!

Her:Iwon'tIpromise..

Me:Iwasscared..

Her:Iknow..I..just..-

Me:itsok,wearegoingtogothroughthis

together



Isatonthechairbesidesthebed.

Her:thankyouforbeingthere,where'she?

Me:ohwBandilehadtogetsomewhere

Shesmiled..

Her:youguysarestilltogetherright?

Ilaughed..

Me:obviouslyIbroughtyoufood

Her:thankyou,Ihatehospitalfood

Me:sodoi..

Her:so..fillmeuponwhat'shavebeen

happening?

Me:nothingmuch..

Her:Lesedisaysyouwerekidnapped

Me:thatsinthepast,itsover

Her:I'mgladyouaresafe,youneedtolearnto

protectyourself

Me:protectmyself?



Her:yeah..againstdangerbecausethere'sno

wayBandileisgoingtobethereeachminute..

Evenhispeoplecan'tevenkeepyousafe

Me:hispeople?

Her:yeah..ummhhisfriendsImean

Me:Thabi?

Her:hisfriends,theycan'talwaysbetherewhen

he'snotaroundsoyouhavetolearntoprotect

yourself

Iknewthewholefriendsthingwasalie,Icould

seerightthroughher.

Me:protectmyselfhow?

Her:howtouseagun..

Ilaughed

Me:youmustbejoking..

Her:I'mserious,andhedoesn'tseeit

Me:soNdiledoesn'twantmetodoit?



Her:yeahbutheknowsit'stheonlyway

Me:Thabihe'sright,whatyouaresuggestingis

absurd..WhywouldIwanttolearnhowtousea

gun?youknowwhatlet'sdropthis..

Isaidgivingherthebusketoffood,Isticked

aroundforawhile..thewholegunthingwasjust

inmymind,IknowdatingBandileexposesme

toalotofshit,Igetitbutusingagun...thatsnot

whatIsignedupfor.

Her:Kris?

Thabicalledoutmakingmecomebackto

earth..

Her:ifyoudontwanttolearnnobodywillforce

youOk?

Inodded

Her:good,nowIlikeyourhairstyle..evenyour

clothes

Me:metoo,Ididityesterday..



ItwasaBrazilian32inch,anditwasthefirst

timeeverplaitingahairpiece,I'vealways

stickedwithbraidsandIwaswearingalong

whitemaxiskirtthatgotuptomyfeetbuthada

slitfrommymidthigh,withaLaceywhitetop

tuckedin.

Her:itmakesyoumorebeautiful

Me:thankyou,whenyougetoutofhere,wewill

fixyousomething

Her:yeah..sothere'sthisroadtrip,Thato,Lesedi

andKarabohavebeenplanning..

Me:thatsnice

Her:yeahandwewantallthegirlstocomewith

includingyouandLeah

Ilookedather..

Me:thatwillbenice..when?

Her:immediatelywhenvarsitycloses..

Me:Ok..



Her:great,youwilltalkwithLeah

Me:yeah,abreakwoulddo..

Her:yeah,weallneedit,sometimeout

Me:towhere?

Her:thegirlshaven'tyetfinalisedthat..

Me:Ok

Thenursethencamewiththedoctor..

Dr:andshessmiling..

ThisDoctorladywassomuchpretty..Thabi

giggledasshesaidthat..

Nurse:ummhmam,itspastvisitinghour

Thenursesaidreferringatme..

Me:ohw..Ok

Istoodupandtookmyhandbag..

Me:Iwillseeyoutomorrow

Her:ok,



Istoodupandwalkedout,andasIdidthatI

textedBandilethatIwasdone.Herepliedwith

ok.SoIwalkedoutsideandwaitedforhimthere.

AsIdidthatIcalledSam..Heansweredaftera

whilebuthe'svoicesoundedstrained

Him:sis

Me:hey

Him:howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodyou?

Him:neverbeenbetter

Me:Ihopeyouarenotfuckingyourowncousin

Him:relaxI'mnot

Me:good,how'smom?

Him:shesok,youneedtocallher

Me:Ok,andyourfather?

Him:he'sok..funtobeexact,Iwantedtolandat

hishousebutthenI'mtryingtostayawayfrom

theKZNgirl..



Me:KZNgirl?

Him:yeah..shecomesfromKZN..

Me:ohw..goodthingthere

Him:butifshewantsme..Idontknow

Me:Sam!

Him:I'mtellingyou..anywayhow'sschool?

Me:good..

Him:yourbirthdayiscomingup,wewon'tbe

repeatingthesamethingthathappenedwith

yourpreviousbirthday..

Me:Ijustwantpresents..

Helaughed

Him:obviously..

Me:IthinkImightgoonaroadtripwhenvarsity

closes..

Him:thatsgreat,butwillyourmotherbepleased?

Me:it'sjustforawhilethenIwillcome..



Him:aiiOk

Me:Okbye..

Ihungup,raisingmyeyesKhanyawasstanding

beforeme.

Ismiled..

Me:hi

Him:hey..

Hesmiled

Him:youhavebeen...Scarce

Me:yeahschoolandstuff

Him:Iunderstand,beenthere..whatareyou

doinghere?

Ilaughed..

Me:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat..

Him:wellI'mheretoseesomedoctorhere,I

needhisopinionandyou?

Me:I'mhere,orwasheretoseeafriend..



Him:oh..

Me:yeah

Him:wellIhopeyourfriendisok..

Me:yeah..

Him:Ok,letmegetgoing..Weshoulddocoffee

sometime..

BeforeIcouldreplyIcaughtglimpseof

Bandilescarthatwasparkedadistancefrom

us.

Me:ummhmyliftishere

Khanyaturned..

Him:ohhhhubby,hedoesn'tlookhappy,ishea

jealousfreak?

Ilaughed

Me:no!

Him:goodbecauseuntilthere'saringthere

whichisnot..there'sstillvacancyandI'm

allowedtodothis



Hesaidhuggingmebriefly,afterhepulledback

hesmiled..Myjawhadjustliterallydroppedon

theground..

Me:why...

Isaidwithmyvoicebarelyaudible,myheartwas

beatingfast.

Him:becauseIcan,there'snothingstoppingme

evenyourshittyfuckedupboyfriendforthat

matter

Hesaidbeforewalkingaway.Igatheredmy

emotionsandmyselfalltogetherasIwalkedto

thecar,BandilehadhiseyesonmeandI

couldn'ttellifhewasmadorwhatwithhis

numbfacialexpression.Itoodidn'tunderstand

whatjusthappened."becauseIcan,there's

nothingstoppingmeevenyourshittyfuckedup

boyfriend"

Whatdidthatevenmean?

Igotinthecar,andhewasjustlookingatme.



Me:hi

Hedidn'tsayanything,juststarteddriving.I

startedfeelingguiltybutIdidn'tunderstand

whatIdid..Ididnothingwrong..Hesawittoo..

Ashedrove,Khanya'swordsplayedoverand

overinmyhead"notevenyourshittyfuckedup

boyfriend"

Itdidn'ttakememuchtimetofigureoutthat

theyknoweachother..Andtheyarebeefing?

Andthattheyareenemies...WasKhanyausing

metopissBandile?andthiswholebeing

friendlythingyisjustacoverup?

IstoleaglanceatBandilewhowassoquite,

thiswasn'ttheBandileI'musedto..heseemed

tensejustfromhisbodylanguageIcouldtell.

Hewasmad?angry?upset?Icouldn'ttell.He

droveinhisgarage,parkedthecarandgot

off,andwalkedinsidethehouse.Ifollowed

meeklybehindhim.Hewenttothekitchen

straightaway,ItookadeepbreathasIfollowed



him.Hewasdrinkingwineorwhateverthat

was,hewasfrustratedanditwasme.

Me:Bandile..

Hecametowardsmeafterputtingthebottle

down,hewasseriousashell,hewasintimidating

me.Iwantedtorun,runasfarasmylegscan

carrymebutIwasstuck.Hetookanotherstep

towardsme,notbreakingeyecontact,Itooka

stepbackandmybackwasagainstthewall,no

wheretorunto.He'seyesweresocoldbutyet

sosexy,hestoodbeforeme,hispinkishlips

partedslightlyandhewasgunningformebutI

couldntescape,hehadmeundersubjectionand

Iwasstuck..Iwashispreyandfearstruckin

hardthrowingmeabackbutatthesametimeI

feltmyselfgetwetIwantedhimsobadbut..he

wasreadytokillme.

.

SAM

.



Dadhelpedmewalktothecar,withmom

behindme.Slowlyandcarefullyhesatinthecar.

IfeltbetterbutIwasswollenbutmyfacewas

muchbetter.EventhoughallIwasinpainbutI

didthinkaboutLizzy,Ikeptonwonderingifshes

okornot.Wedrovetomomshouseandthe

sameprocesshappenedagain.Carefullythey

laymeonmybedavoidingexertingmorepain

onmybody.

Dad:Iwasthinkingmaybeyoumightvisitmefor

acoupleofdays..

MomlookedatDad.

Her:withAgathathere?youwanthertokillmy

son?

Me:mom..I'magrownassman!

Her:andyouarestillmyson..

Me:Ineedtomoveouteitherway,can'tkeep

stayingwithyou

Her:youdonthavetobaby..



Me:assoonasIhealI'mmovingout,itsallpart

ofgrowingup

Dad:yeah..IwilltalktomystateagenttoseeifI

canfixsomethingforyou..

Me:yeah.

Ilaybackandclosesmyeyes,thepillsIdrank

wereplayingtheirpart.Itdidn'ttakememuch

timetodrowninblackness.

.

Sheswamtowardsme,bleeding..shewasinthe

pool,fightingtogetoutbutshewas

trapped,somethingwasblockingherandshe

waslosingherbreath..shekeptmouthingSam

andItriedgettingtoher,butIcouldn'treachher..

Somethingwaspullingmebackandshewas

dying..ShewasdyingandIcouldn'tsave

her..Elizabeth!Iscreamedthenshesuddenly

stoppedfighting..Shestoppedfightingand

startedfalling,fallingdeepinthepool..lifeless..

Noooooo!Iscreamed..



.

"Sam...Sam!..Sam"andmynamewascalled

severaltimes,Icouldhearbut...but..but"Sam!"

Me:what?

Isaidshootingupstraight..Breathinghard..

Mom:Sam...

Anditwasadream..She..

Me:itsadream..GoditsfuckingGoddamnit

Dream!

Shehuggedmetightly..

Mom:I'mherebaby..

Me:itfeltreal..shewasdyingandIcouldn'tsave

her..

Mom:hushbaby..it'sgoingtobefine..

AfterawhileIwascalm,breathingnormally..

Mom:what'sgoingon?

Me:somemovieKrissentme..theladywas



stuckinthepoolandnobodycouldsaveher

Mom:youwatchtoomanyfilms..

Me:Ihavetostop

Mom:yeah..itsdinnertime,willyoumanage?

Me:yeah..

Shewalkedout,Itookaheavysighofrelief...If

momfindsoutshewillflip.

AssoonasshewalkedputAlexgotin,shewas

holdingabowel..

Her:forthesickImadefruitsaladonlyforyou..

Shesaidmethebowel..

Me:what'sthis?Casturdoryoughut?

Her:casturd..

Me:thankyou..

Her:youarewelcome..Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mgood...

Shesmiled..



Me:okoutwithit..whatdoyouwant?

Her:shee!Can'tIbenice?

Ichuckled..

Me:you?Alex?benice?youalwayswant

somethinginreturn

Her:Ididn'twantanythingbutsincenowthat

youmentionedit...IthinkIwantsomething

Me:andwhatisthat?

Her:Ineedafewhundredsandanewphone..

Me:what'swrongwithyourJ5?

Her:itsoldandbehind..Otherkidsareusing

iphones..

Me:sothisiswhatitsabout?youfittingin?

Her:Idontwanttobeleftbehind..

Me:Alexalifeofwantingtoimpressother

peopleisexpensive,youwillloseyourselfinit

Her:Samplease



Me:whichonedoyouwantnow?

Her:Galaxy7

Me:Iwillseewhattodo..

Her:andIneedP3000...

Me:no3kisnotafewhundreds..I'monlybuying

thephone..whatdoyouneed3kfor?

Her:alotofthings,clothesandIalsoneedgrills..

Me:yoursisterhavemoney..talktoher

Her:shesalreadyfundingsomethingelse..

Me:talktoher,I'msureshewon'trefuse..

Her:ok..butifsherefuses..

Me:shewon't..nowtsamaya!(go)

Shewalkedout,there'snobodywho'smore

calculatingmorethanmysister..shecaneven

succeededtobethemastermindofabank

robberyandwon'tgetcaught,thewayshesso

sneaky..



IlookedBesidesmeandshehadleftherphone

besidesme.

Me:Alex!

IcalledherandShecameafterawhile..

Her:yeah..

Me:Iwillgiveyouthemoneybutyouhavetodo

somethinginreturn..

Her:ok..whatisit?

Me:Iwantyoutocallsomeonerightnow..

Her:who?

Me:justsomeone..Closethedoor..

Her:ok

Sheclosedthedoorandsatbesidesme..Itook

herphoneanddialedLizzy'snumberthenput

thephoneonloudspeaker..

Her:who'sthis?

Me:shhhhh



Thephonegotansweredafterawhile..Itwas

her..

Lizzy:ummhhello?

IsatsignalledAlextotalk,reasonwhyis

becauseIwasn'tsureifshestheonlyone

listening,maybeTayloriswithher.

ButItookabreathofreliefwhenIheardher

voice..

Alex:hello..

Lizzy:who'sthis?

Her:Alex..

Lizzy:Alex..Alexhi..howdidyougetmynumber?

Alexlookedatmewithwideopeneyes,I

mouthedherKris..

Alex:Kris..ummhholdonasec..

Alex:who'sthis?

Shewhispered..



Me:Elizabeth..

Alex:stepmom?

Inodded..

Alex:KrisgaveyournumberElizabeth..

Lizzy:ohw..howareyousweety?

Itookmyphoneandtypedwhatsheshouldsay..

Alex:I'mgood,areyouwithdad?

Lizzy:ummmhno..no

Itypedonmyphoneagain..

Alex:ok,ummmhohIwantedtotellhim

something..

Lizzy:oh..

Itypedagain..

Alex:canyougocallhim?

Lizzy:he'sinhisstudy,letmego..

Itypedsomethingmorefaster..



Alex:ummmhok..leaveit?Ummhdiddadgive

yousomething?

Alexlookedatmeconfused,Iwashopingand

prayingLizzygetsit..Itypedagain,breathing

hard..

Alex:sorryaboutthat..itsmyfriend..Ummhdo

youknowthemoviecalled"didhebeatyou?"By

S.Mathews?

Lizzy:ummhyes..yesIknowit..Ummhyou

shouldalsoreadthenovelstoo..hewrites

novelstoo,readtheonecalled"AreyouAlive?"

Itypedsomethingagain..

Alex:willcertainlydosobutjustthatIlikeS.

Sheldonespeciallytheonecalled"I'msorry,its

allme"

Lizzy:ohhthatsgreat!greattasteAlex..

Iputmyphonedown..

Alex:yeah..Iwillcallagain



Lizzy:okbye

ThenAlexhungup..

Her:5k

Me:forwhat?

Her:fordoingwhatIdid

Me:andwhatisitthatyoudid?

Her:that..

Me:oknowgo..

Her:yeah..

Shewalkedout..Itookadeepbreathofreliefat

leastshe'salive..

AfterawhileIwassittingwithmomandAlex

havingdinner.

Mom:ummhSamtomorrowyourfathersaidhe

wantstohireaprivatenurseforyou

Me:no..noI'mfine,IdontneedanursebutIwant

toswingbyhishousetomorrow..



Mom:forwhat?

Me:stuff

Momlookedatme..

Me:andIwasseriousaboutthemovingout

thing,itstimeIgetmyspace..

Mom:ok..

Alex:Iwillmoveinwithyou

Me:no!Idontmoveinwithpeoplelikeyou

Alex:mxm

Goingtomyfather'shouse,it'sbecauseIwant

toseetheblackbeauty,notthatIwantherbutI

justwanttoseeher..Ihaveneverfeltthatway

withanyone,onlyher..thefeelingwasjustnew

and..and..whoamIfooling,ofcauseIwant

her..Godwillforgiveme,hehasto..

.

KRIS

.



Hetrappedmebyputtinghishandsatmysides,

Icouldliterallyhearmyheartbeatfast.He

raisedhishandandIshutmyeyestightly,

prayinghedoesn'tdoit,buthesoftlytrailedhis

handonmyface,bringingmetowardshimthen

smasheshislipsonmymine.Hekissedme

hardthatIstruggledtokeepup.Hepulledout

afterawhile..

Him:youaremineKris..

Hesaidafterawhileoflookingatme..I

nodded..

Him:good,wedonthavetoremindeachother

thatdowe?

IshookmyheadasIswallowedhard.

Heretreatedandwentupstairs,Iletgomy

breaththatIhadbeenholding.Iwantedtotell

himIlovehim,assurehimbutIcouldn'teven

findmyvoice.Isatonthefloor,tryingtoget

myselftogether.MomentslaterIheardaknock

onthedoor,Istoodupandwalkeduptoit.



OpeningitIvywasstandingattheother

side,smilingherbeautifulsmileasalways.

Her:Kris..

Shesaidhuggingme,Ihuggedherbackthen

shepulledoutafterawhile..

Me:Mma..

Her:howareyoubaby?

Me:I'mgoodpleasecomein..

Imovedfromthedoorsoshegetsin.Shegotin

thehouseandIfollowedbehindher.

Her:where'sAndile?

Me:he'supstairs

Her:canyougocallhim..

InoddedasIwentupstairs,goingtoBandile

wasataskIdidn'twanttocomplete,notafter

whatjusthappened..Igottothebedroomthen

slowlyopenedthedoorandgotin..

Hehadatowelonhislowerbody,andwaswet,it



seemedlikehewasjustfromtheshowerand

hewasfacingtheothersidesohecouldn'tsee

me.

Me:ummmhyourmomishere..

Heturnedandlookedatme..quicklyIleftthe

room.

Me:he'scoming

IsaidasIgotinthesittingroomwhereIvywas.

Me:canIpouryoujuice?

Her:noI'mfinesweety,howisschool?

Isatdown

Me:schoolisfine

Her:thatsgood,whataboutyouandBandile..

Howareyouguys?

Mymouthwantedtotellherthatyourson..

Was..isangryatme..Ididntevenknowwhat's

happeningmyself..Iwasperplexed..

Me:wearegood



Her:really?

Me:yes,how'sEnhle?

Her:ohhBandiledidn'ttellyou..shescoming

backtoday

Me:comingback?

Her:wellwhenshegotreleased,Thedoctorsaid

shemightneedsomefreshair..I'msohappy

shemanagedtobeattheotherpersonnelshe

had,anywayssoBandilethoughtitwasbeatif

shegoesforamonthvacationaway..

Inodded

Me:thatsgreat..

Her:yeah,wearegoingtopickherupatthe

airport..

Me:ok

Bandilecamedownafterawhile,already

dressed.Ilookedathim,thenletmyeyesfall

down.IdontknowhowIfelt..Ihadmixed



emotions..Iexpectedhimtotellmethisbutas

alwayshekeptitawayfromme,butthenafter

all..I'mnotfamily.

Him:mom

Ivy:hey..let'sgopickupEnhle..

Istoodupandwalkedupstairs,Iwasn'tmadat

him,Iwasdisappointed..EverytimeIaskabout

Enhlehebrushesmeoff.Therewasatime

whereheusedtotellmeeverythingbutitall

changed.Igotintohisbedroomandtookmy

handbag,tookmyphonechargerandmylaptop

andmycarkeysthenwalkeddownstairswith

them.HewasnowsittingdownwhenIgot

downstairs.

Ivy:ohwhereareyougoingKris?

Me:IpromisedmyfriendIwouldspendthe

nightwithher

Bandilelookedatme..

Me:IwillseeEnhletomorrow..Ummhgoodnight



mma

Iwalkedoutsidethentothegarage,Ididn'teven

realizehewasbehindmeuntilheheldmywaist

stoppingmefromwalking..

Him:hey

Me:itslate,Iwanttogohome

Him:I'msorry,Ishouldhavetoldyou,Ijust...

Me:itsok..

Hecameandstoodrightinfrontofme,then

tookmylaptopandhandbag,andplacedthem

down..

Him:I'msorry

Inodded

Me:Leahiswaiting

Him:babe..I'mreallysorry,itslippedmy

mind..please

Me:itsok,afterallI'mnotfamily..



Him:dontsaythat,please,youaremyfamily

Me:Bandile,kopagotsamaya(canIpleasego)

Him:Kris..babeplease

Me:yoursisterisattheairportshe..-

Hecutmeshortbykissingme,heheldme

tightlythatIcan'tevenpullout,afterawhileI

stoppedfightinghimandjustgavein.He's

handsmovedfrommyheadtomywaist,he

wasmakingmeforgetmyanger,that'shisstyle

andIknowit..Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhis

neckasIstoodonmytoes.Hethenpickedme

upsothatIwrapmylegsaroundhiswaist.I

pulledwhenIwasrunningoutofbreath..

Him:I'msorry

Me:Iloveyoubutsometimes...-

Him:hey..I'msorry..I'mreallysorry

Iwiggledsoheputsmedown

Me:I'msorryaboutKhanya



Him:itsnotyourfault..Iwilldealwithhim

Me:doyouguysknoweachother?

Him:yesandIdontlikehim

Me:areyouguysenemies?

Him:Kris

Me:notellme!

Him:sortof..he'sjustlike...abuginmyear..he's

annoying

Me:ok..letmego

Him:babe

Me:IwanttoseeLeah

Him:whyIdogetthesenselikeyouarerunning

awayfromme?

Me:I'mnot..Ijustwanttoseemyfriend

Him:Kris!

Istoodonmytoesandkissedhim,for

assurance.



Me:I'mnotmadanymore..Ijustwanttosee

Leah

Him:Iwillcomeoverlater

Me:shouldn'tyoube..Idontknowspendingtime

withyourfamily?

Him:youarealsomyfamily..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore

Him:Iwillcomelater..

Me:itsalreadylate..

Him:giveyourkeys..SoIdon'twakeyou

Ichuckledthentookmybagfromtheground,

searchedforthekeys..thengavethemtohim.

Me:there..

Hekissedmeagainbeforelettingmego..

Him:Iloveyoubabe

Me:Iloveyoumore..

Itookmylaptopthenwalkedtomycar.He



rubbedhishandsonhisfaceasIdroveaway.

Arrivingathome,thedoorwaslocked.Iknocked

buttherewasnoresponsesoItookmyphone

andcalledher.Itwouldbeabummerifshe's

nothome..

Shepickedupafterawhile..

Her:yeah?

Me:hey,openup..areyouhome?

Her:heyyyyeah..ummhletmeopenup.

Me:ok

IthenHungupandwaited.AfterawhileIheard

somemovementsonthedoorthenthedoor

opened.ThemomentIgotinsheattackedme

withahug,atighthug.Ihuggedherback..

Me:I'msorryIdidn'tlisten

Her:noIshouldhavetriedhardier

Me:itsoknow..it'sover

Shepulledoutafterawhileandshehadtears,I



wipedthemoff..

Me:hey..pleasedon'tcry...

Her:Idontwantanythinghappeningtoyou..

Me:nothingwillhappentome..I'msorry

Her:youarethebestthingthathasever

happenedtome..

Me:youtoo..

Her:Iloveyourhairstyle..Itsmakingyoulook

sexier

Me:lols

Wewentandsatonthecouch..

Her:Ithoughtyouweregoingtosleepat

Bandileshouseagain..

Me:no..IwanttogotoschooltomorrowandI

neededafewthingshere

Her:okthatsalie,areyouguysfighting?

Me:no..



Her:youlying..

Me:dontworryaboutit

Her:ifyouwanttotalk,I'mhere

Me:Iwillkeepthatinmymind

Her:Q'ssnobbishthingisback

Ilaughed..

Me:Istilldon'tunderstandwhyyouhateher

Her:shethinksshesallthat..Youshouldalso

hateher

Me:why?shedidnothingtome..

Her:becauseshedidsomethingtomeyou

should

Ilaughed

Me:stopbeingcrazy..

Her:shesgoingtotakeyourman

Ilaughed..

Me:Iwillsteponher



Leahlaughed..

Her:shehasacrushonBandile..Itsannoying

Me:tellher,theresagirlcalledkris..shewon't

hesitatetokill..

Leahlaughed,thatsheevenstartedcrying..

Her:ohGodIcan'tbreath..

Me:IthinkAveisbusyharassingmy

man..yesterdaythere'ssomeonewhocalled

himandIhadafeelingshestheone..

Her:Iwillsorther

Me:uh-uh..Iwilldoit..Ineedtosetboundaries..

Myniggaismine,ifheminehemine,nowhore

gonnabeflauntingassonmyman,applying

themselveslikemargarine..thedickismine,and

minealone

Welaughed..

Her:sometimestheAmericanaccentwilldo

Me:yeah..how'sQ?



Her:IhaveafeelinghimandThatooncehada

thing..

Me:Thato?Thabi'sfriend?

Her:yeah..thedaywhenThabitriedto..well

beforeyoucameIsawher,themtobeexact..

Thewaytheywerelookingateachother,allshy

andfuck..IdontthinkQeverlet'saskirtpass

himby..Iwon'tbesurprisedifhe'scheating

Me:I'msorry..

Her:maybewejustnotmeanttobe,Ican'tkeep

forcingthings

Me:ormaybeyouarereadingmuchinto

things,maybeyeshefuckedThatobutitsover

andshewantshim..soShe'sgoingtodo

everythinginherpowersothatyouguysbreak

up..andain'tshedatingQ'sfriend?

Her:sheis..makingmethinkQwasfuckinghis

friendsgirlbehindhisback..

Me:Idontunderstandthefriendship..Samand



BandilewereoncefriendsbutSamsleptwith

Bandilesgirl

Her:Idontevenwanttothinkaboutit

Istoodupandwenttolockthedoorand

removedthekeysfromthedoor.

Me:I'mtired..butdontoverreact..ifheloves

you,hewon'thurtyou..justtrusthim

Her:ItrustedBrad..

Me:he'snotBrad..he'sQ

Shesmiled..

Me:okgoodnight,andoh,Bandileisgoingto

comelater..dontgetscaredifyouhearthedoor

beingunlocked

Shelaughed..

Her:niggaiswhipped..

Ilaughed

Me:night



Iwenttomyroom,strippednakedthenwrapped

atowelaroundmybodyandwenttobath.After

bathingIworemysilkyshortnightandslept.I

waswokenbyacoldhandinmyass..Iturned

anditwasBandile..

Him:hey

Me:youarecold

Him:Iknow,thatswhyI'mtryingtowarmmyself

Me:doIlooklikeaheater?

Him:yes..

HesaidpullingmesoIlieontopofhim..

Me:ain'tyougonnagettired,kanaI'mheavy

Hetriedtostiflealaughbuthewasfailing..

Him:you?heavy?

Me:yeah..what'sfunny?

Him:welljustthat..younotevenheavybaby..

HeraisedmebymywaistthatIgiggled..



Him:Ilovethewayyougiggleorlaugh..

Me:aiiilet'ssleep

Him:no..serious..Eventhewayyousmile

Me:buttheysayI'mintimidating

Hechuckled

Him:who?99%ofthetimeyouaresmiling...

Me:youmakemesmile

Him:becauseIloveseeingyoursmile..

Me:Ilovemynameonyourbody..

Isaidrunningmyhandonhischest,buthehad

aT-shirton..

Him:metoo

Me:whyareyouwearingyourshirt

Him:youwantitoff?

Me:what?no..

Him:lie



Me:ok..Iwantitoff..

Hetookitoff..thenIlaymyheadonhisbare

chest

Him:Ihateitwhenwefight

Me:metoobutitsyou

Him:I'msorrybutterfly

Me:itsok..

Hecaressedmyass..

Him:Isowannawifeyourass

Me:I'mstillyoung..

Him:Iknow

Me:andIhaveschool

Him:itsnotlikeyouwillstopschoolingifweget

married

Me:Iknowjust..Iwillhaveresponsibilities..

Him:youmanagingwellrightnow..Ijustwantto

wakeupeverymorningwithyouonmyside,I



lovethefeeling

Me:Bandile..

Him:Iwasjustsaying..Iwouldloveit,ifyou

weremywife..ButIunderstandyourconcerns

andIwillwait..

Me:yeah..

Him:Iwanttosleepwhileburieddeepinyou

Me:what?

Hetookoffmypanties,thenmademestraddle

him..

Him:burymeinsideyou

Me:w-what?

Him:burymeinsideyou

Itookadeepbreath,andwithshakinghands..I

putmyhandinsidehissweatpants,underhis

boxerbriefandheldhim..hewasalreadyhard,I

tookhishardcork,whilehishandssqueezedmy

ass,eventhoughIwasabitthrownhavinghim



inmyhandboostedmyconfidence.Irubbed

himsoftlytheslowlysatonhim,takingevery

inchofhimin,Imourned.Justhavinghiminme

mademeurgeforarelease.

Him:holyfuck,youaresowarm!

Me:mhhm

Him:nowlet'ssleep

TherewasnowayIwasgoingtosleepwithhim

insideme,Iwantedtomove..Istartedto

move,up,downandincircles..Thewaywedid

lasttime,IclosedmyeyesasItookinthesweet

deliciousfeelingIwasgetting..itfeltso

good..sodamngood..

.

**ToBeContinued**

.

sorryitcameabitlate..Lotsoflovefrom

moi



[11/27,15:14]Ron:DANGEROUSATTRACTION:

KRISTIN'SDIARY

#Insert48

KRIS

.

.

PerfectlyIpackedupmyclothesina

suitcase,packingtheminawaythatIwon't

messthemupincaseIneedsomething.

"Kris!"

Leahscreamedfromherroom.

Me:justaminute..

IsaidasIzippedmysuitcase.ThenafterthatI

walkedtoherroom,herbagwashalfclosedand

shewasseatingontopofit..

Me:yeah?



Her:helpmecloseup

Me:Itoldyoutousetwobags

Her:Idontwanttocomebackwithalotofbags..

Me:ok

Iwalkedovertoher,shepressedthetoppartas

Iclosedthesuitcase.

Me:done!

Shethrewherselfonthefloorsighing..

Her:thankGod..

Me:didyoutalktoyourmom?

Her:yeah..Iwillgothereimmediatelyafterwe

comebackfromthisroadtrip.

Me:yeah..I'mgladwedonewiththelast

semesterthisyear

Itwas3monthsdowntheline,andwehad

finishedwritingourexamsaweekbefore.The

roadtripwasdiscussedafewweeksafter

Thabiwasreleasedfromhospitalbecauseshe



hadbeenonsuicidalwatch,wefinaliseditthen

andwediscussedthatweweregoingtobe

Capetown,IhavebeentherebutonlythistimeI

willbegoingbycarandawakebecauselast

timeifIrememberwellIwascrying.Itwas

around1700hrsandweweregoingtosleepin

Bloemfontein,Karaboseemedtohave

everythinginorder..Weweregoingtobe

sleepinginhotelsiftired.Istillremember

BandilesresponsewhenItoldhimaboutthis

outing.

***********************

"Ihadplansforyou,forus"

Hesaidashestoodupfromthechairhewas

sittingon,inhisstudyroom.Icouldn'treallytell

ifhewasangryordisappointedorwhat

becausethisdayshedoeswellinmuskinghis

emotions.Hestoodbeforeme.

"ItsonlyfortwoweeksthenI'mback..I'msure

wecanalwaysgowhenIcomeback"



IsaidtryingtoneutralizethesituationbecauseI

feltreallyguilty,maybeIshouldhavediscussed

thiswithhimbeforemakingafinaldecision.

"Youhavetogoforyourholidayremember?"

"Icanalwaysskipthisholiday,wecango

whereveryouwantustogo"

IsaidasIwrappedmyarmsaroundhis

body,andIreallyfeltsmallbecauseIonlygetup

tochestorabitbelowmakingmewonderif

doesheeversufferwithme.

"No..Yourmomwantstoseeyou,your

sister,yourfamily"

"Areyoumad?"

"No..justthatyoushouldhavetoldmefirst

hand"

"CanIrectifythis?"

Beforehecouldanswerhisphonerangfromhis

pocket,hetookitout..



"Itsimportant"

HesaidmovingawayfrommeandsoIfigured

hedoesn'twantinhere.

**********************

Leah:metoo..thisSemesterwasshit

Me:whatdidQsay?

IhadaskedLeahtoaskQinhowBandilefeels

aboutallthisyesterdaybecausehehadn'tsaid

anything,Iwaswithhimyesterdaymorningand

whenImentionedtheroadtripagainto

him,remindinghimhesimplymutteredan"ok"

andthatwasit...God!Iwantedtoknowhowhe

feels..notthatThabiwasgoingtoallowmeto

cancel,herandLesedihadmadeitclearenough

whenImetthemforlunchthenextdayafterI

toldBandile.

*****************

Thabi:younotgoingtodissusallbecause..-

Lesedi:thatasswhoreisn'thappy!



Me:Ijust..-

Thank:nothing..Youarenotgoingcompromise

thisfunroadtriptopleasesomeone,andthats

that!finishandklaar!

Ilaughed..

Lesedi:givehimgoodpussyandhewillbefine!

*********************

Leah:wellbandileisannoyedbecausehe

alreadyhadplanswhicharenowruinedbut

there'snothinghecandobecausehe'snot

goingtocontrolyourlife

Me:ok

Leah:thistripgonnabefunandallbutIhatethe

factthatthewhoreiscomingwith..Idontwant

togowithherbutIwillnotgiveherthe

satisfaction.

LeahandThatohadaabreakingpoint,Leah

confrontedThatoaboutherplans,wellit

seemedlikeThatowasjustbecominganausea



toLeahbutitwasafterLeahcaughtthem

havingdinnerthisothernight,Leahdidn'tread

muchintoitandIdontknowwhy.Itdidn'tend

well,itendedwithThatosayingsomeshitty

wordstoLeah,anditwastooawkwardbecause

theydiditinfrontofme.

*****************

Leah:howaboutyoutossyourlosepussyoutof

myman'slife,it'sclearhedoesn'twantyou

Thato:hedoesn'twantme?areyousure?Surely

ifhecanthinkandwantmylosepussy,bangit

rightunderyournosedontyouthinkyourtight

pussyislacking,doyouneedsomelessonsor

twoonhowtorideaman,youseemcluelessno

wonderhealwayscomestome..

********************

IdontknowwhyLeahdoesn'twanttoseeit

becauseitsclearenoughQischeatingbutstill.

Me:isshestillfuckingQ?



Leah:shewasneverfuckinghim..Heloves

me,andhe'snotcheatingonme!

Me:Idon'tknowwhyyouareturningonablind

eye..whendidyoubecomelikethis?

Her:solow?

Me:soweak?

Her:Ilovehimandhetoldmehe'snotcheating..

I'mgoingtobelievehimbecauseIlovehim...if

heis..

Me:haveyouconfrontedhimyet?

Her:hesaysI'mstartingtoactlikeaninsecure

bitch..

Igapedather,he'sreallygettingoutofhand,I

hadofferedtotalktohimbutLeahrefused

becauseshedoesn'twanttoseemlikethatkind

ofgirlwhocan'tfightherownbattles.

Thentherewasaknock..

Leah:gogetitwhileIfinishdressing..



Me:ok,bequick..Thegirlswillbehereanyinan

hourorso.

Leah:yeahwhatever..

Iwalkedtothesittingroomheadingtothedoor

whenthedoorswungopenandBandilelet

himselfin,Istoppedonmytracksashegot

inside.

Him:hey..

Hesaidclosingthespacebetweenusuntilhe

stoodbeforeme..

Me:hi,Ididn'tthinkyouweregoingtocome..

Him:whywon'tI?Ineedtogiveyouaproper

goodbyebeforeyouleave..whenarethey

coming?

Me:1700hrs

Him:westillhaveanhourand30minutes..

Hesaidpushingmetomyroom.Thewaywe

havebeenhavingsexmakesmefearfor



pregnancyandthatalsoremindsme,mynext

appointmentisnextweekMonday..

Hekissedmyneckwhenhelockedthedoor.

Him:callmewhenyougettoBloemfontein..

Inodded,lostinwhathewasdoingtome.

AftersomehotfuckIlaybesideshimonmy

bedtired..

Me:Ndile..

Him:yes?

Me:isitahabitforyouguystofuckwithyour

hommiesgirlfriends?

Ineverreallyaskedhim,becauseitsawkward

buttodayIcouldn'treallyholdmyself.

Him:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Iknewheknows,obviouslyQtoldhimbecause

theyseemtobeclose..

Ilookedathimandhehadaraisedeyebrow.



Me:itsfunnyhowyouwillneverrealiseanda

goodthingwhileyoustillhaveitbecausethe

momentyouloseit..-

Him:stoptalkinglikeI'mtheonecheating!I

knowthevalueofgoodthingsandthatswhyI

avoidlosingthem

Hekissedmyforehead..

Him:canwenottalkaboutthis..its

annoying..let'stalkaboutyourbirthdaypresent..

Itsstillinmygarage

Me:Ijustfeellikeitstoomuch..itistoomuch..

Him:youaremygirl,Ihaveeveryrighttogiveit

toyou..Iboughtitoutoflove

Hehadboughtmeani8,andasmuchasIlove

thatcarbutitwasjusttoomuch,toomuchfor

metoacceptsofrommybirthdayithasbeenin

hisgarageeversincethenandIhavenever

evendroveit..

Me:Idon'twanttofight



Everytimethistopiccomesupitendsupwith

usfighting..

Him:neitherdoI..

Me:I'mgoingtomissyou

Him:metoo..

Heheldmetightly..

Me:can'twegowhereyouwantedustogo

whenIcomeback?

Him:wetalkedaboutthis

Me:IknowIjust..-

Him:no..youaregoinghometoseeyourfamily

Kris!

Inodded..

Him:youneedtoseeyourfamily...

Me:ok

Him:Iwilltakeyouifyourmotheragrees

Me:youknowshedoesn'treallylikeyou



Him:yeah..Iwilljusthavetoplaymygame

perfectly

Me:ok

Hekissedmyforehead..

Him:good,Iwillsendyousomemoneyincase

youneedsomething

Me:NdileI..-

Him:hey!I'msendingit..yourancestorslikesitor

not..I'mgoingtobesendingyoumoneyevery

month

Me:Idon'twantyourmoney..

Imumbled..

Him:what?Ididn'tgetthat

Ikeptquite,forPeace'ssake..

Him:asIwassaying..I'mgoingtosendyou

money..Incaseyouneedsomething

Ikeptquite..



Him:andbeagoodgirl

Me:yeah..youtoo

Hechuckled..

Him:ok..andstayawayfromtrouble

Kris..please,ifyouneedanythingcallme

Me:Iwillbefine..how'sFatherCharles?

BandilehadFatherCharlesmoved,toabetter

house,averybeautifulhousetogetherwith

NolwazuandNthandobutitwasafteralot

convincingbecausehedidn'twanttoleavehis

wife.Theyarestayingin4bedroommansion

thatIspecificallychoseforthemandfirsttime

theycame..itwasjustoverwhelming,heeven

criedbecausehethoughthe'sownkidswillbe

thefirstonestodothisforhim,it'severy

parent'swish.Theysettledin2monthsagoand

Imustsaytheyhaveadaptedwellbutforthe

lastfewweeksIhaven'tbeenhavingthetimeto

gocheckuponthemmainlybecauseofthe

examsIwasfacingsoinsteadBandilehasbeen



goingtoseethem.Theydontstayalone

though,theystaywithSusan,aladywhoBandile

hiredastheirhelper.

Him:he'sok..

Me:ok..

MyphoneStartedvibratinganditwasLeah..

Me:Ithinkthegirlsarehere..

Isaidstrugglingoutofhistightembrace..He

setmefreeandItookatowel,wrappedit

aroundmeandwenttothebathroomfora

quickshower.Isodontwanttobesmellingsex..

AfterthatshowerIwentbacktotheroomand

Bandilewasalreadydressedup,Iworemy

clothesquickly..

Him:dontfall

Me:IhopeIdont..

Icombedmyhair,thentieditintoaneathair

bun..Bandilehelpedmewithmybagtothe

garageandindeedtheywerethere.Things



lookedabittensebetweenThatoandLeah.We

walkeduptothem..

Thato:Kris

Shesaidasshehuggedme,Ihuggedherback..

Me:hey

Thabi:wethoughtyouwerenolongercoming..

Me:mxm..never..

Bandileputmybaginthebootthenhuggedme

onelasttimewhisperinginmyearsweetthings

thatmademytummytotangleandmegiggle.

Hekissedmeonelasttimeandwalkedbut

gaveThatothatlook..thatlookthatspellsfuck

off!

Lesedi:finallylet'sgo..

Weweregoinginaquantum,andaccordingto

whatIhearditKarabo'sfather's.Weallgotin

thecarandLeahsatbesidesme,shewasso

quite..



Me:what'swrong?

IwhisperedtoherastheLesedistarteddriving

away,shewaswithKaraboatthefrontseat.

Leah:ThatoandQslepttogether..

Me:whotoldyouthat?

Leah:sheshowedmethevideo..

Me:sextape?

Leah:yeah..what'swrongwithmeKris?whatam

Ilacking?Istheresomethingothergirlshave

andIdont?

Me:dontsaythat..youareperfectandifQ

doesn'tseeitthenhe'snottheoneforyou..You

arebeautiful,sooutspoken..Don'tletanyone

makeyouthinklessofyourself,dontletanyone

breakyourselfesteem..Thereasonwhyshe

showedyouthatsextapeisbecauseshe

knowsshecan'tcompetewithyoufaceto

face..shesoutofyourleague..Don'tlet

someonedepriveyoufromyourhappiness,if



shefeelshappywithotherpeople'smisfortunes

thendefinatlysomethingiswrongwithher,no

realwomandoesthat,paradingherwhoring

tendenciesaround..shedoesn'tevenhaveself

respect..See..youarebetterthanherina

millionways,andQ..he'snotworthyourtears..

Shesmiledwipinghertears..

Leah:youarethebest..

Me:yeah..

Leah:I'mgoingtolivemylifetothefullest,not

bythewaypeoplehurtmeorbreakme..Iwon't

letthatmakeme..afterall..I'mLeah

Thabiturnedandlookedatus..

Thank:thatsrightLeah..

WelaughedthenlookedoveratThatowho

lookedannoyedrather..

Leah:Ithinkweneedasong..

Karabo:hitit!



Leah: Raiseupacupupforallmydayones

Twomiddlefingersforthehaters

MeandLeah: Life'sonlygettinggreater

Straightupfromnothingwegoup

Usall:Higherthanthehighestskyscraper

Nolittleleague,wemajor

Theproofisinthepaper

Weputthegoodinthegoodinthegoodlife

Weputthegoodinthegoodinthegoodlife

Weputthebadinthepast,nowwealright

Hey,hey,hey,hey

Hey,hey,hey,hey

DrivingtoBloemfonteinwasabittiring,because

wespentalmost4hrsintheroadbutatthe

sameitwasmuchfunexploringS.Alike

that,thejourneywastooexcitingforme..we

evenstoppedatsomeplacesjustforpictures.



Themoodwasmuchbetterinthecar..

ArrivinginBloemfonteinwewenttosomehotel,

a5starhotel.Itwasaround2200hrsbythen.It

seemedlikeeverythingwasjustset,theyhad

alreadybookedroomsforus,eachonehadher

own.ThemomentIlayonthebedafterItooka

longdeservedbathIcalledBandile.

Him:babe

Me:hey

Him:arrived?

Me:yeahandI'mtired..

Him:howlongareyouguysstayingin

Bloemfontein?

Me:2days..Imissyou

Him:metoo,youwannacomeback?

Ilaughed..

Me:haveyoueatenyet?

Him:Icanalwaysconeandgetyou?



Me:Bandilehaveyoueaten?

Him:yeah..

Me:good..

Him:youknowifyouwerehere,wecouldbe

doingalotofshit!

Me:stopit

Him:justsaying..shit!

Me:what'swrong?

Him:yourmotherisgoingtoburnmeforthis

butbabeyoustillhavetocomewithmetothe

familygettogetherthing..

Me:youhavestarted

Him:I'mbeingserious..Ineedyoutocomewith

me

Me:whatiftheydon'tlikeme?

Him:Idon'tlikethemtoobutmom..

Me:whydontyoulikethem?



Him:theywerenevertherewhenmomneeded

them..theyarefamilywhenit'srosesandice

creambutturntheirbackswhenthingsget

sour..whatkindofafamilyisthat?Nobodyever

helpedmymotherwhendaddied,buttoday

theywanttoswimtheirwaybackintoour

family..

Icouldfeelhewasupset,hewasmadandwhen

hegetsmadhedrinksalcohol..

Me:areyouhome?

Him:yeah..whereelsecanIbe?

Me:pleasedontdrinkalcoholtoomuchanddo

somethingcrazy..Ordriveout..

Him:I'malreadydrinkingwhilewatching

soccer..I'mnotgoingtogetdrunkbecauseI

havenofamily..Allofthemarefucken

pretenders..itslikeIhavenoone..l.-

Me:youhaveme..I'myourfamilyright?

Hekeptquiteforasecondthere..



Him:yesbabe..youaremyfamily..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:howlongdoIhavetowaitforustoget

married,youknowI'mnotgettingyoung..

Me:you25,youstillyoung..Waituntilyouare28

Him:fuckthatlong?

Me:just3years..Nothingmuchmore

Him:youalsoneedtocompromise..Youcan't

reallyexpectmetojust..3years?

Me:Iwillbedonewithmydegreeandwillbeold

enoughformarriage

Him:whatyoujustsaidmademesupersuper

sobberbabe

Me:Iloveyouthough

Him:Iloveyoutoo..but3years?youmustbe

crazy..

Me:okfinetwothen



Him:better..

Me:Iwillgowithyou

Him:go..-ohthankGodbabe..

Me:foryou..

HewentsilentforawhilethenIheardhim

swearing..

Me:and?

Him:myteamislosing

Ilaughed..

Me:youthinkyoucandoabetterjobthanthose

playing?

Helaughed..

Him:theyaremakingsillymistakes..

Me:Ithinkyoushouldgetinsidethegameand

showthemhowit'sdone..

Hechuckled..

Him:I'mgoingtofuckthatsmallmouthof



yours..youneedtotastedick

withyourtounge

Iswallowedhard,Ineverreallythoughtabout

it..blowjobandwhatIkeptthinkingaboutwas

thatwillhefitinmouth?

Him:nowyouquite..

Me:ummhwhenisEnhlecoming?

Him:whenyousuckmydickdry

Ilaughed..

Me:Iamfeelingdrowsynow..

Him:She'scomingnextweek..

EnhlewenttoschoolatAustraliabecausethe

studentsatthevarsityshewasschoolingat

werecallingherblood,theywantedjusticefor

Amber..thegirltheotherpersonnelattacked.It

wasriskyforhertogobacktherebecauseyou

neverknowwhatthestudentswilldo..Bandile

thoughtitwasbestshecontinueswithher



degreeoutsidecountrywherehersafetyis

guaranteed.

Me:thatsgreat..I'mreallydrowsyrightnow

Ndile..

Him:letmecallyou..

Hecalledmeimmediatelyafterhangingup..

Him:Iwanttohereyousleep..

Me:whatifIsnore?

Him:IhatesleepingwithoutyouandIthinkthis

willgivemeclosure..plusIlovelisteningtohow

youbreathwhenyouaresleepingorwatching

you

Me:ok..

Iswitchedoffthelampbesidesthebedthen

putmyphonebesidesme..

Me:I'msleepingnow..

Him:oksweetdreamsbutterfly..

Me:Iloveyou



Him:Iloveyoutoobabe..

Iprobablyfellasleep,Iwokeupwhenthebright

lighthadfilledthehotelroom.Ireachedformy

phonebesidesme,thecallwasstillon..

Me:babe?Ndile?..babeyouthere?

Therewassilencebutitwasalreadyaround

eight.Heshouldbeawakethistime..

Me:babe?...Andileyouthere?

Iheardshufflesthenfinallyhissleepyvoice..

Him:ohw..hey

Me:stillsleeping?

Him:Isleptlate..

Me:listeningtome?

Him:yeah..

Me:ok..Letmegobath

Him:letmesleep..andpleasedontrevealtoo

muchskin



Me:ok

Him:iloveyou

Me:metoo

Him:thefuck?

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ithenhungup..

Thecalltookalotofhours..

Igotupandwenttothebathroom,whichwas

reallybeautiful..

Itookashowerthenwentbackinsidethe

room,woremyblackshortsandablackT-shirt

withsomeflipflopsthenwenttoLeah'sroom..

Iknockedacoupleoftimesbeforesheopened

thedoor,shewaswrappedinatowelwet

indicatingshewasfrombathing..

Leah:hey..getin

Wegotinsideherroom.



Me:Morning

Her:hey..Howdidyousleep?

Me:Isleptokyou?

Her:good..

Me:areyouok?

Her:yeah..

Shewasbusygoingthroughhersuitcasethen

finallyshetookbluebikinisthentookouta

whiteT-shirt,oversized..

Me:really?

Her:yeah

Me:Leah..

Her:whatdoyouwantmetosayKris..IknewQ

andIweren'tgoingtolastanyway..Fuckboy

everydayshit

Me:didyoutalktohim?

Her:no..andsaywhatexactly?Heknowsits



over..I'mgladbecausenowIwonthavetodeal

withhissnobbishsister..

Me:I'msorry

Her:wewilldealwithittogether

Me:yeah..

********************************

IsatattheedgeofthepoolwithThabiasLeah

andLesediwereswimming.ThatoandKarabo

hadwentshoppingfortunately.

Thabi:whyareyounotswimming?

Me:IdontfeellikeitplusI'mnotareallygood

swimmer..

Thabi:letmeteachyouhowto

Shesaidstandingup..

Me:ThabipleaseI..-

Iwasdisturbedbymyphoneringing,itwas

Bandile..IwasabouttoanswerwhenThabi

snatchedthephonefromme..



Her:can'thejuststopbotheringyou..itstimefor

youtorelaxandthisniggaisbusydisturbing..

Me:Ithinkhe's..-

Thabiansweredthephone..

Her:HellothisisThabi..andthenyouare

disturbingourgirltime..doitthen..eitheram

I..lookforitthen..bye..

Theshehungupandswitchedmyphoneoff.

Her:nowswimming..

Me:whatdidhewant?

Her:hisshoes..

Ilaughed..

Her:howcansomeonemisplaceshoes?

Me:hejustputshisthingswhereverthatis..

Her:Xanderwasaneatfreak..butlet'stalkabout

swimming..Iwillteachyousoyoucanbegood..

Itookoffmyshirtthengotinthepoolwith



Thabi.Itwassomuchfun,mymindwasjust

free.Aroundlunchweateattherestaurant.The

wholedaywasjustfun,Ievenwisheditnever

endsplusLeahwasmuchbetterbutIthinkits

becauseThatowasn'ttheresoshefelt

comfortable.Around1700hrsThatoandKarabo

canebackholdingalotofshoppingbags,they

hadevenchangedclothesandhairstyles.

WewereinKaraboshotelroomasThey

changedtheirclothes..Wellmostlywewere

herebecausethegirlshadsaidtheybought

eachandeveryoneagift.

Karabotookoutahandbag,labelhandbagand

handedittoThabi..

Karabo:thishandbagsuitsyourcharacter..Not

soquiteandnotsosetback..Justcool..

Thabi:ohwthankyou

Karabothentookoutsomeheelsandgave

themtoLesedi..



Karabo:fortheQueenyouare,youdeserveto

rockinthisheels..

Lesedi:youarerightaboutthat..

ThenKarabooutacamera,averybeautiful

canondigitalcamera..

Karabo:andforyouKris..Idontevenknowwhat

tosay..forbeingbeautifulinandout..forhaving

apureheartlikeyours..forbeingthepersonyou

are..abigheartyoudeservethiscamerasoyou

captureeverybeautyyouhold..

Me:ohhhthankyousomuch..

Thato:yes,youdeserveitandforLeah..

ThatogaveLeahashoppingbag

Leahtookitandopenedit,itwasavery

beautifulLaceyreddress,itwasreallybeautiful

thenredlingerie..

ThatohadasmileonherfacebutI'mnotreally

sureitwasgenuinebecauseI'msureagedid

thistoannoyLeah.



Thato:menloveit.Wearitforyourboyfriend..

Maybehe..-

Karabo:Thato!

Thato:what?Iboughtitwithallmyheart..

Leahdroppedtheshoppingdownthenwalked

out..

Thabi:whatthefuckThato?

Thabiwasmad..

Lesedi:can'tyouleaveyourattitudeatyour

mother'shousebecauseitsnotwelcomehere..

Karabo:thatwasareallybitchmoveT..ButKris

take..

Shesaidhandingmeamakeupbag..

Karabo:itsforLeah..

Ijustnoddedbeforewalkingaway,itwasjust

toomuch.IwalkedaroundlookingforLeahbut

Icouldn'tfindher..IwenttothepoolandthereI

foundher,chattingwithsomeguy..Iprobably



expectedtofindhercryingbutshewasdoing

theopposite..Shewasactuallylaughingwith

thisguy..

Iwalkeduptothemandthatswhenthey

noticedme..

Leah:andohhthisismyfriend..Kris..myonly

friendandKristhisisDeWayneBarabbas..

HestuckouthishandtomeandIshookit.

Him:nicetomeetyouKris

Me:yeah..ummhLeahKaraboboughtyou

makeup..

Her:Idontwantit..

Me:ummhwillyoubeok,ifIgoputthisinmy

room..2minutes..

Her:yeah..takemeapicfirst..

Shesmiledandcapturedhersmile..Idontknow

ifitwasgenuineornot.

Me:pleasedontmove..I'mcoming..



Isaidwalkingaway,Ididn'ttrustthisDeWayne

guy..helookedawkwardespeciallywiththe

burnscarhehandonhishand..Iturnedback

whenIwasabitdistantfromthembutLeah

wasstilllaughing..Ididn'twanttoleaveher

alonewiththisguybecausemaybehesthose

typesthatjustwanttofuckyou..

Itookadeepbreaththenrushedtotheelevator..

Wenttomyroomandplacedthecameraand

makeupkitonthebed,tookmyphonethen

wentbacktothepool.Inlessthan10minutesI

wasbackatthepoolbutshewasn'tthere.I

startedpanicking,Ididn'twantwhatalmost

happenedtometohappentoher..shewon't

surviveit,especiallynotaftereverythingthat

hashappenedtoday.Iwentovertosomegirl..

Me:ummhhi

Her:hello

Me:didyouseethegirlthatwassittingover

therewithsomeguy



Her:theywentthatside,tothebarside..

Me:okthankyou..

IranwherethegirlpointedandIfoundmyself

inabar..Myeyesranaroundignoringafew

eyesthatwereonme..

Ispottedher,Itookadeepbreathofreliefbut

shewasdrinking..Drinkinglikeafish..Iwalked

overtoher..

Me:Leah..

Sheturnedandfacedme..

Her:Kris..youback..

ShetriedstandingupbutIheldherasshewas

falling..

DeWayne:shesreallydrunk..letmehelpyou..

Me:no..no..I'mfinethanks

Ididn'twaitforhisresponseIjuststaggered

aroundwithLeahaswewalkedaway..Iwonder

howshegotdrunkinjustlessthan10minutes



nodoubtthisguyspikedherorI'mjustgoing

crazy.Iwalkedwithhertotheelevator,people

werejustlookingatusasIstruggledwithmy

friend.Iwenttomyroomthenlayheronthe

bedassheslept.IwasreallytiredsoIjustwent

andlockedthedoorthenstartedundressingher.

AfterundressingherIlayhernicelyonthebed

butasIdidthattherewasaknock..Iwentto

thedoorandopeneditthinkingmaybeit'sThabi

butitwastheDeWayneguy..

Him:sheforgotherphone..

Itookitfromhim

Me:thankyou

Him:anytime..

Thenhewalkedaway,Iclosedthedoorthenlay

besidesLeahinmyclothes..Iwasreallytired,all

Iwantedwastosleep...openingmyeyesagain,I

wasonthebedsleepingbutLeahwasn'tnextto

me..WithpanickIstoodup..searchedaround



theroombutshewasn'tthere.Myfirstguess

wasshesatthebarbutIgotdisturbedbymy

phonevibrating,itwasamessagealertandit

wasmessagefromLeah..

"I'matthepool"

InfrustrationIwalkedout,wenttotheelavotor

thenwenttothepool,gettingthereIcouldn't

seeanythingbecauseitwasdarkbutthenthe

lookfhtsabruptlywenton..Ilookedaroundand

Leahwasatsomecorner,withherhandstied

togetherandastickytapewasonher

mouth,preventingherfromtalking,myheart

startedbeatingfast..notagain..notagain.I

walkedoverather,fastandtookoffthesticky

tapefromhermouth..

Her:he'shere..

Shesaidmakingmeturnandmyeyesnet

DeWayne.Hehadaguninhishandwhile

smoking..

Him:well...welcometothepartyMiss



Macverdana,itsapleasuretoseeyou..

.

SAM

.

Shehelpedmewiththedishes,wellshewashed

whileIplacedthenwheretheyshouldbe.

Her:Ibettergo

Me:Tinawhydoyoulikerunningawayfromme?

Her:I'mnot,I'mjusttired..

Me:youarenotgoingtofindtransportthishour

Tina

Her:Sam..

Ifinallymovedoutmom'shouse2months

ago,Dadfoundahouseformeinblock10or

makeithegavemeoneofhishouses.Itsajust

3bedroomedhouse,itsreallyniceandwellas

forthefurniture..Momtookcareofit..

Thehouselookslikeahomeonlyitsmostly



dirtybecauseIneverfindtimeforcleaning..

WellIhaven't..HAVENOT..beenhittingonTina,it

justhappens..itslikethere'samagnetbetween

usthatpullsustogetherbutTinaistryingto

resist,andItoobutsometimesitjustgetstoo

much..LikeImeannow..Shewasatmyhouse,I

pickedherfromworkandjustinvitedherfor

dinnerwithme

Her:SamIhavetogo..

Me:letmedropyou..

Justthenitstartedraining..

Me:Idon'twanttokillyouorusbothbutdriving

intherainisdangerous..

Shelookedatmewithhersmalleyes,shewas

reallybeautiful..Herlipsslightlyparted..

Me:butlet'sgo

Her:its..itsok..Iwillsleepintheguestroom..

Me:yeah..



ShelookedatmeandIjustfoundmyself

walkingtowardsher..Iclosedthegapbetween

usandkissedherlips,theyweresosoftand

wet..Ipulledputafterhavingtofeelthisfeeling..

MaybeIhavebeenindenialbuttruthbetold,I

havefallenforthisgirl..

Me:tellmedontfeelit..

Her:wearerelated..

Ikissedheragainandthistimesheresponded,

pullingmyheadclosertoher..Ipulledoutwhen

thingsweregettingoutofhand..Idontwantto

sleepwithher..notyetatleast.

Me:letmeshowyouyourroom..

Her:ohfuckthis..

Shethrewherbagdownandkissed

me,hard..pressingherbodyagainstmine..I

kissedherback,feelingherdesire.Ipuckedher

upandledhertomyroom,Icouldn'tstop

myself..



.

KRIS
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Ilookedathiscoldeyes..Myheartwasjust

beatingfast..

Him:wearegoingtoplaynice...Tieherlegs..

Ilookedathimthenhepointedthegunatme...

Him:Kristieherlegs..

HesaidsoftlybutIcouldseehewasgetting

pissed..

Leah:Krisplease..

Iturnedatherthenkneltinfrontofher,tookthe

ropethatwasbesidesherandtiedherlegs.He

cametowardsusafterIwasdonethengrabbed

Leahtothepoolandthrewherin.Irantowards

thepoolbuthestoppedme.

Him:stopitrightthereorIwillshootyouand

thenyoubothdie..



Ilookedinthepoolandshewasdrowning

becausebothherhandsandlegsweretiedso

therewasnowayshewasgoingtobeableto

swim.

Tearsstartedstreaming..

Me:pleaseshesdying..whatsoyouwantfrom

me?

Him:nothing..Ijustwantyoudead..Goin..save

her..butrememberyouarenotareallygood

swimmer..SoIdontknow..yourchoice..you

wanttodiebecauseofdrowningorwhat?

.
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Ilookedathim,andwithouteventhinkingtwice

divedinthepool,battlingtokeepmyeyesopenI

swamtowardsher,herbodywasnotthatmuch

deep,shewastryingtofreeherself.Igotholdof

hertiedhandsandswamout,Iwantedtobreath

becauseIwasrunningoutofbreathbuti

couldn'tgiveupyet,notaftereverythingLeah

hasdoneforme..SurfacingcoughingbecauseI

hadswallowedwater,Ipulledherupsothatshe

alsosurfaces,IheldhertightlyasIswamtothe

edgeofthepool.AsIgotusouthestarted

clappinghishands.

Him:Bravo!...Bravo!

IlayLeahbesidesme,shewasn'tmoving..

Me:hey..please..wakeup..

Isaidslappinghercheek..

Me:pleasebreathforme..Ican'tloseyou..not



likethisatleast..please..

Islappedheragainthendidamouthtomouth..

Him:itsallyourboyfriend..Ifitwasn'tfor

him..youwouldn'tbehere..hekilledmy

parents..Isawhimkillmyparents..Mymother..

Shebeggedhim..butbecausehe'samonsterhe

killedherandguesswhat..hecansleepat

night,Iknowhelovesyou,helovesyoubeyond

anythinghe'severloved,morethanhe'sown

familyandIknowifithappensthatsomething

happenstoyouhewon'tsurvive..Iwantto

watchhimasyourdeathkillshimbitbybit..he

willkillhimself..

LeahstartedcoughingIturnedmyattentionto

her..

Me:ohMyGodthankGod..

Leah:hey..

Him:ohhyouhaveresurrected..Congratulations

areinorder..



Me:Bandilewillfindyouandkillyou!

Him:Bandile?Where'sBandile?Bandile..

Hecalledout..

Him:opsie..heain'there

AllIkeptwonderingiswhenisthehotelstaff

goingtocome..

Him:let'sseehowyourboyfriendwillreactto

this..

Hetookouthisgunthenshotpointingat

Leah,myheartstoppedbeatingforabit,was

she...?

IlookedatLeah,whileshealsolookedatme..

Me:are..are...-

Her:I'mok..you?

Inodded..

Him:oh..missed..

Leah:youpieceofbasturd



Heshotagainandthistimehecertaintydidn't

miss,heshotLeahonhertummybutshedidn't

scream,mybodyfeltnumb..

Me:ohMy..

Him:nowIbelieveweareonthesameboat..

Mybodywasshivering,Icouldn'tevenstopthe

tears.Iheldhertightlyasshebled..

Leah:pleasedontcry..

Shesaidwipingoffmytears..Itookoffmyshirt

andpressedithardonhertummywereshehad

beenshottoatleastminimizethebleeding.For

thefirsttimeIhatedBandile,forthefirsttime

ever,IhadanotherfeelingcloudingtheloveI

haveforhim..Iwasangry...Ihatedhimthat

moment.

Leah:no...please..Don'thatehim

Iwipedawaymytears..Ihadtobestrongfor

Leah..atleastforherihadtobestrong.

Me:Iwillgetusoutofthismess..



Him:ummmh...Let'scallhim,Ireallythinkhe

needstohearyourvoice.

Hefishedouthisphonefromhispocketbutas

hedidthat,Iwasanalysingthepoolforany

weapon..Andthat'swhenIcameuponaflower

potatthecornerofthepool..IplacedLeah's

headdownonthefloor.

Him:itsringing..

Heputthephoneonloudspeakerandjustthen

Bandileanswered.

Ndile:hello?

Barabbasstartedlaughing..

Ndile:Iwouldn'tlaughsoloudifIwereyou

Him:ohreally?Why?Ihaveyourbeautiful,very

sexycutegirlfriendherewithherfriend..And

I'mgoingtokillthemsowhywon'tlaughthat

finallyIhaveyourheartwithme..andI'mgoing

tokillit

Ndile:youreallydidalamejobtryingtohide



yourdaughter..

Him:daughter?

Ndile:ohhwhat'shername?UmmmhRose..

Barabbasstoppedtalking,itslikeBandilehad

hitcheckmate.

Barabbas:youwon'tfindher

Ndile:Ialreadyhaveher

ThisBarabbasguyturned,facingawayfromus

andthatswhenIusedthatopportunitytoslowly

standupandgototheflowerpot..itwasabit

bigbutitwouldbuymesometime..SlowlyI

walkeduptohimashetalkedtoBandile,he

wasgettingupset.

Him:okfine..killmychildbutstillifIkillKristin..

Youwillyourself,I'msureofthat

SlowlyIreacheduptohimandstrikedhardin

hisheadthathelandedonthegroundandashe

didthathedroppedthegun,quicklyItriedtoget

itbuthegrabbedmylegthatIfalldownhard



andfeltthepainasifIhadjustslitmyheadinto

twopieces.Itriedtokickhimoffbuthestill

heldmylegtightlyandpulledmetohim.Hegot

ontopofmeandheldmytwohandstightly..

Him:youthinkyousmarthuh?

Iwasbreathinghard..

Him:youlittlesexything,Iwouldn'tmindfucking

hottieslikeyou

Ispitsalivaonhisfacethatheslappedme

hard,Ievenhadablurversionforawhile.

Him:weplaynicenowwon'twe?

Ididn'twanthimtoslapmeagainsoratherI

keptquitetryingtothinkofawayout.Ibrought

mykneesup,makingsureIhithisballshard

thathereleasedmyhandsgroaninginpainbut

astriedtowiggleoffheslapped,harderthan

beforethatItastedbloodinmymouth.

Him:youlittledirtycunt!whore!

Hesaidstranglingme,squeezingmythroatthat



Iwasstartingtofeeldizzy..Hewasbreathing

hard..

Him:nowyouaregoingtodie..

Itdidn'ttakememuchmorelongertorealize

thegunbesidesme..SlowlyIreachedforitand

broughtittohisleg,andwithoutthinkingipulled

thetriggermakinghimrollgroaninginpain.I

stoodupandheldthegunfirmlywithshaking

hands.MyeyesranovertoLeahwhowasstill

lyingwereshewaswithnomovement.

Him:fuck!

Hegroanedstillonthefloorasbloodozzed

fromhisleg..

Him:soareyougoingtokillmenowhuhKris?

Ikeptquite..

Him:youaregonnabelikehim?Amonster?

Istillremainedsilenttryingsohardtofightthe

tearsaway.



Him:thatsnotyou..youarenotlikehim,he'sa

monsteryounot..

Me:shutup!

Imanagedtosaywithmytremblingvoice,allI

keptwonderingiswherearethehotel

stuff,surelytheymusthaveheardgunshorts.

Hemanagedtostandupandstartedlimping

withonelegtowardsme..

Me:stopitorIwillpullthistriggeragain..

Hedidn'tstop..

Me:stop!

HewasgettingcloserandwithmyeyesclosedI

shotagain,hisotherlegandimmediately

droppedthegun.Hefelldown,groaningyet

again..Icouldhearthepaininhisvoicebuthe

wantedtokillus,probablywon'tstopatanycost.

AshestillwasonthefloorIwentovertohim

andpushedhiminthepool,hedidn'tseemto

havetheenergytofightme,andhiseyelidswere



closesbutIdoubthewasdeadbutjustfalling

intodarkness.Andonemorepushhewasinthe

pool,drowningunderneathashe'sblood

colouredthewater.Ipickedupthegun

again,quicklywhenIheardsomenoisethenQ

emerged,holdinghisowngunathand.He

lowereditashesawme.

Him:hey..itsoknow..pleaseputitdown..

IthrewitonthefloorthenrushedtoLeah,Itried

wakingherupbutshejustkeptstill.Icouldn't

holdmytearsnolonger,Ifeltlikeitwasallmy

fault..Shehadbledalotjudgingfromtheblood

whichsurroundedher.

Me:Leahplease..Dontgiveup,notyet..Istill

needyou..

Qcameandsquattedbeforeher..

Him:God!shit!

Me:let's...let'stakehertothehospital

Him:yeah..



Hestoodup.

IrefocusedmyattentionatLeahasmyheart

brokewhenIheardBandilesvoice.

"Aretheyok?he'sdead?"

Q:Krisis,Leahgotshot..sheneedsmedicalaid

rightnow..

Ndile:takeherthere,Iwillclearthisup

Q:Kriskilledhim

Ndile:Iwilltakecareofit,just..takethemtothe

hospital,thisismyfault..

Q:ok

Ikeptmyheaddown,notwantingtosee

Bandilesface.Iwipedmytearsthathad

cascadedonLeah'sface.Qcamebackthen

pickedupLeah..

Q:hey...dontcry..shewillbeok..Let'sgo

IstoodupandfollowedQoutnotevenonce

lettingmyeyescomeacrossBandile.The



journeytothehospitalwasfast,gettingthereQ

carriedherinside.

******************

IsatonthefloorasIwaitedforthedoctors

response.Hersmilewasonmymind..the

thoughtofIcouldneverseeitagainsuffocated

me,itleftmewithathrobbingheart.Itshould

havebeenme,nother..IfelthandsonmeasI

hadmyfaceinmyhands.

"Kris"

Iwantedtopushhimaway,farawayfromme

butIhadnostrengthtofighthimoff.Hetook

offmyhandsfrommyface..

Ndile:comehereplease

Ilookedathimwithnoresponse..

Heexhaledthensuddenlypickedmeupand

walkedwithmetothetoilets.Heputmedown

assoonaswegotthere.

Him:takeoffthatshortsplease



Ilookedathim,Idon'tknowwhattookoverme

thatIslappedhimthatmyhandevenhurt.

NeverinmylifehaveIeverraisedmyhandon

anyonebutitseemedlikeIcouldn'tholdmyself,

hedidn'tseemsurprisedatall.

Him:pleasetakeitoff..

Me:you...you..

Icouldn'tevenfindthewordstosay,tears

spokeforme,thepainthatconcealedmeran

deeperinmyheart.

Softlyhepushedmeagainstthewall.

Him:Iknow..it'smyfaultIknow..IknowI'mthe

reasonwhyweareheretoday,whyLeahisin

hospital,Whyyourlifeisamess..itsallme,I

know..IknewthiswouldhappenwhenIrealized

IloveyoumorethananythingandmaybeIhave

beenindenial..Ijustdidn'twanttofacethe

truththatI'mbadforyou,thatIbringnothingbut

miseryinyourlife,onlyheartbreak..Ididn'twant

toacceptthatallIdoismakeyoucry..andthat



I'mtheoneresponsibleforthepainthatliesin

yourheart,Iknowitsme..becauseIlove

you,becauseIloveyousomuchandIstill

wantedyoubymysideIstillwantedmyheart

withme..Iwantedmyheatwithmejustawhile

becauseIswearIhaveneverlovedanyonethe

wayIloveyou..Iknowitsallme,Iknowyouhate

merightnowprobablyneverwanttoseeme..I

getit,IunderstandeitherwayIwasneverthe

manforyou..Youdeservesomeonewhowon't

makeyoucryeverydaylikeme,whocanputup

thatbeautifulsmileofyoursonyourface

Hewipedawaymytears..

Him:someonewhodeservesyoubecauseI

knowIdon't..

Hetookoffmyshortsthenmademewear

somesweatpants.Mademewashmybloody

hands.

Him:Ikilledhim,ifthepolicegetstoyouwhichI

highlydoubtyoudidn'tseeanything,youwere



sleeping...let'ssticktothat

Me:buti-

Him:Kris!Pleasecorporatewithme,I'mnot

goingtoletyougotojailformysins..Iloveyou

toomuchtoeventhinkaboutdoingthatto

you..itsme..Itsallme,wewillsticktothis

statementnomatterwhat..areweclear?

Hewipedmytearsaway..

Him:Krisyouneedtopromisemeyouwon'tsay

itsyou,youwon'tsurvivejail..theywillkillyouin

oneday..please

Inodded..

Him:good..

Hepickedupmyclothesonthefloorand

shovedtheninsomeplastic.

Him:I'msosorry,I'mhoppingonedayyoufindit

inyourhearttoforgiveme..

Hislipstouchedmine,softlyhecaressedmy



lipswithhis,makingmefeelgoosebumpsand

likethatallmyangerwasgone..slowlyhe

kissedmylips,Ifeltmyfervorescalatingashe

deepenedthekissandIcouldn'thelpitbutto

kisshimback,Imissedthislips.Iwrappedmy

armsaroundhisneckasIstoodonmytoesnot

wantingthemomenttoend.Hepulledoutafter

awhileandkissedthecornerofmylips..

Him:nomatterIloveyou,don'tdoubtit..

Hesaidbeforewalkingoutwithmyclothes..I

followedbehindhimandaswegottothe

passagewaywesawthepolicetalkingwith

Q,Bandilehandmetheplasticwithmyclothes.

Him:burnthattoday..

Me:what'sgoingon?

Him:sticktothestatement..Youdontknow

anything..Ok?

Inodded

Him:good



WegottowhereQwas,hewaswiththreepolice

officersbuttheotheronewasnotinuniform.Q

andBandileseemedrelaxed.

Policeofficer:I'mDetectiveRoads,andI'mwith

policeofficershere..BandileThulani,youare

underarrestforthemurderofDeWayne

Barabbas,youhavetherighttoremainsilentor

anythingyousaywillbeusedagainstyouin

coart..

AllmylifeIhaveheardthissentenceinmovies

buthearingitliveseemedunreal,everythingjust

seemedunreal.Thehandcuffedhim,Qstood

besidesme.

Ndile:keephersafe

Hesaidastheywalkedawaywithhim,Ifeltlike

apieceofmewasgonewithhim,hewasgone

withmyheart.Iwipedmytear..

Me:IwishIcangobackintime..

Q:he'sgoingtobeoutofthere,trustme..what



youdidbacktherewas..brave

Me:youmeanmemurderingsomeone?Ihave

guilthangingonmyshouldersandnowhe's

goingtojailforsomethinghedidn'tdo..

Q:itsbecausehelovesyou..youdidn'tdo

anything,younottheonewithenemieshereor

theonewhobringssuchcomplicationsbuthe

lovesyou

Me:hesayshedoesn'tdeserveme,thathesnot

themanforme..

Iblinkedawaymytears..

Me:he'sgivenuponusjustlikethat..

Q:itsgoingtobefine..

Wesattherewaitingforthedoctortocome.I

feltnumb,itfeltlikeIwaslosingeverythingI

haveeversufferedfor.AllthiswhileIsticked

withBandile,evenifhemessedup..Ikeptquite

notbecauseIcan'tsaybutbecauseIlovehim

anddidn'twantustobreakupandnowtoday



allmytearshavewentdownthedrainbefore

myeyes.Thedoctorfinallycame,westoodup..

Dr:wemanagedtoremovethebullet,itdidn'tdo

muchdamagesoweexpecthertobefinebut

herwombis..damaged,wedontknowbutit

mightbeaproblemconceivingbecausenowit's

notstrongenoughtogivehometoababy.

Q:there'snothingthatcanbedone?

Dr:thereareotherscientificmethods..Shecan

alwayshaveherbabythroughsomeoneelse's

womb

Me:canweseeher?

Dr:ok

Wefollowedherassheledustoherroom.She

waslayingthere,connectedtomachines..Ihad

hopeshewillmakeit,thatshewillsurvivethis

wholeordeal,afterallshesafighter.

.
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Iopenedmyeyesandshewasstilllying

besidesme,lookingbeautifulinhersleep.Fora

whilethereIcouldn'tbelieveshewasreally

besidesmeorthatImadelovetoher.Iclosed

myeyesasIrememberedhersoftvoice

mourningmynameorthewayshewouldhold

metightwhenshesgivingitup.Igotdisturbed

bymyphoneringing,itwasKris.Igotoffthe

bedandworemyjeansthenansweredhercall

asIretreatedtheroomgoingtothekitchen.

Me:hey

Her:hi,ummhIdontthinkIwillbeabletocome

homethisholidayIdecidedtolookforajob

Me:butyougetallowancefromTaylorand

mom..whatdoyouneedajobfor?

Her:IneedsomethingtodosoIdontgocrazy

Icouldhearthattherewassomethingwrongin

hervoice.



Me:what'sgoingon?

Her:Leah..she

Sheexhaled..

Her:she'sinhospital

Me:what?whathappened?

Her:she...ummhshegotshot

Ikeptquite,digestingthenewsbitbybit

Her:thedoctorsaidshewillbeokbutthere'sa

highchanceofnotconceiving

Me:didyouinformherparents?

Her:notyet..Idontknowwheretostart

Shesniffed..

Me:youseewhatbeingwitheveryone'senemy

does?peoplegethurt

Her:Iknowitsmyfault

Me:where'sBandile?Itsnotyourfault,it'shis..if

hestayedaway



Her:injail,gotarrestedyesterday

Shesniffedyetagain,Icouldsenseshewas

tryingtoholdittogether

Me:Iwon'taskwhybutKrisyouseethereasonI

toldyouhe'snotgoodforyou..this,whatifit

wasyouorwhatifLeahdied?I'mnotsayingits

wrongtolovebutseewhatloveisdoing

today..itshurtingeveryone

Sheremainedsilent..

Me:Iknowhelovesyouandsodoyoubut

peoplelikeBandilewillalwaysbetargeted,you

canneverbesafearoundpeoplelikethat,the

wayhesurvivesisbykillinghisenemiesbefore

theykillhim..howareyoufeeling?

Her:numb..everythingseemsunrealand

surprisinglyI'mstillhopingtowakeup

Me:youwillbefine,rememberwhatwetalked

about..Youhavetohaveyourplanexpectbeing

withBandile



Her:yeah..letmegetgoing

Me:whereareyourightnow?Ithoughtyouwere

onyourwaytoCapetown..

Her:wewerestillinBloemfontein,I'mgoing

backhomeasLeahisbeingtransportedtoa

hospitalinJohannesburg

Me:safejourneyandplease..Pleasebesafe

Her:yeah..pleasetellmomI'mnotcoming

Me:shewasreallylookingforwardtoseeingyou

Her:tellherI'msorry

Me:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo

Thenshehungup,IsighedasIturnedandshe

wasstandingthereleaningagainstthecounter

withonlymyT-shirtonherbodyleavingher

sexylegsoutintheopen.

Her:morning

Me:hey,howdidyousleep?



Her:ok..ummhwhowasthat?

Me:ohhthatwasmysister,Kris..whatdidyou

thinkitwas?

Her:yourgirlfriend

Ilaughed

Me:butItoldyouI'msingle,wellthatsifyou

wantittochange..

Isaidwalkinguptoher

Her:guyslikeyouareneverreallysingle

Me:believeitornot..IamandI'minlovewith

you

Her:wearerelated

Me:sowhat?

Her:wecan't..Itswrong

Me:sowhatdowedonow..Weignorethe

strongconnectionbetweenus?

Her:youknowitswrongSam



Me:loveknowsnowrongunfortunately

Her:yourdad..-

Me:hedoesn'thavetoknow

Her:untilwhen?

Me:upuntilwereadyforseriousthings

Isaidkissingherlips..

Her:momwillkillmewhenshefindsout

Me:wewilldealwiththatwhenwegetthere..

Justthentherewasaknock..

"Junior!"Mydad'svoicesaid.

Tina:shit!

Me:relax

Hestillkeptknocking..Thenafterawhile

stopped.

Ikissedherlipsasshewantedtotalktoshut

herup,andjustthendadstartedknockingagain.

Ipickedherupandledhertothebedroom,I'm



suredadwillcomeback,rightthatmomentI

wantedtobewithherbeforeshedecidestorun.

.

KRIS

.

AftertheIsawLeahthepreviousdayQthen

drovemebacktothehotel.Therewaspoliceall

overthehotel,acrimescenehadformed.I

couldn'tevenaskanything,myemotionswere

allovertheplace.ThisisnothowIimaginedthe

wholetrip.InthemorningIreceivedacallfrom

Qsayinghe'shavingLeahmovedbackto

Johannesburg,meaningItoobegoingback.

EarlythatmorningIpackedbothmythingsand

Leahsinthebags.Justthentherewasaknock

onmydoor.

Me:who'sit?

"Thabi"

Iwalkedtothedoorthenopenedupforher,but



shewaswiththerestofthegirls.

Thabu:Qtoldus..I'msorryIwasn'tthereKris

Me:itsok

Karabo:weareallgoingback..forsupport,after

allweareateam..

Me:Idontthinkso

IsaidlookingatThato..

Thato:I'mreallysorryaboutmybitchyacts

Me:youareapologizingtothewrongperson,if

sleepingwithpeople'sboyfriendsgetyougoing,

thendoso..eitherway..Leahisdamnoutofyour

league,sheholdsselfrespectforherselfand

doesnotneedtosleeparoundtoprovethat.I

hopeyousleepwellatnight

Thabi:wellsaidKris

Karabo:Iagree..

Lesedi:let'staketheluggagetothequantum,

wealsohavepackedalready



Me:I'mtakingBandilesAMG

He'scarwasparkedoutsidethehotel,hecame

withityesterday.

IdraggedbothLeahandmybagstothe

elevator.Gettingtothecar,Iputthebagsinthe

bootthenstarteddrivingbackhome.Thecar

wasfilledwithhisscent,tearsstungmyeyes.I

stillcouldn'tbelievehetookthefallformeor

thatwecouldpossiblybeover..ithurtjust

thinkingaboutit.Iinhaledhisjacketthatheleft

whenIwasstillinstates,Ihaditon.Sometimes

IdontthinkIknowwhatloveis,thewayhe

lookedatmeyesterdayhauntedme,helooked

atmelikeitwasforthelasttimebutIdidn't

wantittobethelasttime,Istillwantedthe

futureIfantasisedaboutIstilllovedhim,so

muchforthatmomentandthatswhenit

actuallydawnedtomethatnomatterwhathe

willprobablyhavemyheart.Drivingbackto

JohannesburgIdidn'tstopatanypoint,again

andagainIkeptonwipingawaymytears.



ArrivingatmyflatIsearchedformymigraines

inmysuitcase,Icouldfeeltheheadache

buildingupandIwasn'treadyforit.Assoonas

IfoundthemIdrankthemthenlayonthecouch

whichmyeyelidsgivinguponme.Imusthave

fallenasleepbecauseIwokeupwhenIfeltcold.

OpeningmyeyesIrealizeditwasrainingbutI

wantedtoseeBandile..Ishesurvivingthereor

whenishegettingbail.IcalledQwhoanswered

afterawhile..

Him:Kris..arrivedsafely?

Me:I'msurethepeopletailingmehavealready

givenyouareport..

Him:Bandilewantsyousafe

Me:Iwanttoseehim

Hekeptquite..

Him:itsraining

Me:Iknow..Istillwanttoseehim

Him:Kris..Bandile..



Me:Iwanttoseehim,Ineedto-

Him:howaboutyouspeaktohimoverthe

phone

Me:whichpolicestationisheat?andwhenishe

gettingbail?

Him:hedidn'tgetbail..hisfingerprintsareover

thedeadguysoitsproofenoughthathemight

havehadahandinhisdeath

Me:whyisthishappening?

Him:dontworry,theydonthavetheweapon

yet,theyneeditandBandileslawyerisgood..He

willfishhimoutofthissoonenough

Me:whycan'tIseehim?hedoesn'twanttosee

me?

Him:circumstancesKris

Me:Qplease..I'mdyinghere

Him:hewastransportedtoaprisoninthe

morning,afterthewholenightbeing



interrogated

Me:willtheyharasshim?Iheardprisonscanbe

verydangerous

Hesoftlylaughed

Him:ifBandileisthere,he'sGod..Untouchable..

Herulesthejail

Me:ok..letmetalktohimoverthephone

Q:letmedrivethere

Me:howfarisLeah?

Q:herplaneislandingat1700hrssothatsin

3hrs

Me:ok

Q:Iwillbethere

Thenhehungup,myphonethenvibrated..It

wasatextfromAlex.

"Hwisētrp?hpeuhvngfun..XO"

QuicklyItypedaresponse.



"I'mnotcmnghm4theholidays,cuwinter"

Shedidn'ttakelongtoreply.

"Why?IthotasalwyswewillspendXmas

2gther.."

"InidajobbutIwillmkeupfrit..Tshepiewllbe

thre"

"Itsnotthesameuknwit"

"Iloveyou,willtalk"

Itextednotwantingtospeakanymore,itwas

tiringnow.Iwentthroughmypictureswith

Bandile.Imissedthosestolenhappy

moments,sillyfights..IputmyphoneawayasI

heardtheknockonthedoor.

Iwenttothedoorandopenedit,itwasQ.

Me:comein

Hegotinsidethehouse.

Him:hey

Me:hi..



Hetookouthisphoneanddialedsome

numbersthengavemethephone.

Him:itsringing..

Iheldittomyearwithmyheartslamminghard

againstmychest.

Thephonegotansweredafterawhile..

Him:mhhm?

Ididn'tknowwhattosaynow....

Him:Q?

Me:itsme

Hekeptquiteforawhile

Me:areyouok?

Him:yeah,I'mgoodyou?

Me:Iwashopingyou'dgetbail

Him:dontworryyourselftoomuchonthat..

Me:areyougettingout?

Him:yeah,obviouslybutnotnownow,there'sa



plan

Me:I'mgoingtowaitforyou

Him:youstillwannabewithmeafterallthisshit?

IloveyouenoughtoletyougoKris,I'mnot

holdingyoubackbabe

Me:Istillloveyouevenafterallthisshit

Him:Iloveyoutoo,somuchforthatmatter

Me:goodbecauselikeanyothershitwe'vebeen

through..Wewillalsomakeitthroughthisone

also

Him:Ican'tbelieveyoustillwantme..Ithought

youwouldberunningfortheHillsthisminute

Me:IguessIcan'tseemtostayawayfrom

trouble..Iwanttoseeyou

Him:Idontwantyoutoseemeinjail

Me:please

Him:IwillmakeaplanbuthonestlyIdontwant

youanywherenearthisprison



Me:howaboutwetalkthroughmyphone?

Him:Ican'thaveyoucallingthisphone

babe..imagineifIgetbursted..Idontwantyour

nameappearinginmymess

Me:soIcan'ttalktoyounorseeyou?

Him:justforawhile,untilI'moutofhere..wewill

talkthroughQ

Me:whateversailsyourboat

Him:Iloveyou,Ishouldgetgoingnow

babe..pleasepickupyourcarfrommyhouse..

Me:ok..I'mgoingtolookforajob

Him:Icanfixyousomethingatmyworkplace

Me:that'snepotism

Him:whogivesfucks?

Me:Idontwantto..-

Him:IwillcallSteveandhewillcallyou..

Me:Bandile..-



Him:discussionisover..Iwillkeepsendingyou

money

Me:Ifeellike..Like..

Him:dontfeellikeanything..Iloveyou

BeforeIcouldreplythelinehadalreadywent

dead.IturnedandgaveQhisphone..

Q:wegoodayt?

Me:he'ssocontrolling

Hechuckled

Q:he'susedtoitanywaywillyoubefinealone?

Me:itsnotlikeIhaveanychoicethantobe

alone

Hechuckled

Q:Icanstickaroundforawhile,thenwegosee

Leah,IdropyouoffthenIgohome..how's

that?plusyouhaven'teatenandI'malsohungry..

Iwillorderforus

Me:dontworryIwillcook



Q:perfect!

Iwalkedtothekitchenwithhimbehindme.AsI

cookedhewasbusyonhisphone.

Him:yousureyoudontneednohelp?

Me:yeah

Him:ohhyeahandagain...hesaidyoucankeep

hiscar,andhesaidhelefthisclothesinthe

washingmachineanddidyouburntheclothes?

Me:no..Iforgot

Him:getthem

Iwenttomyroomthengottheplasticbagand

handedtoQ.

Him:aminute

Hesaidwalkingout,ashedidthatIdishedfor

bothofus.Hecamebackafterawhile..

Him:ohThankyoudone..I'mstarving

Me:helpyourself..



**********************

ThatnightwedidgoandseeLeah,shewasthe

samebutdeepdownIbelievedshewouldpull

through.ThefollowingdayfirstthingIdidafter

bathingwasgotoBandileshouse.Arriving

thereIwaswelcomedbyIvy'scarwhichwas

parkedwhereIusuallyparkmycar.One

thoughttoldmetotakeau-turnbuttheother

wouldn'tletmeforRespect'ssake.Igotoffthe

carandwalkedinside,shewasinthesitting

roomwithEnhleandsomeman.Themoment

Enhlesawshegotupandhuggedmetightly,

shepulledputafterawhileasshewipedoffher

tears.

Her:wedontknowwhereheis...

Ivycametowardsmeandalsohuggedme,I

lovedthewarmwelcome.

Ivy:howareyouDarling?

Me:Iwillbefineyou?



Ivy:I'mtrying..Wedontknowwhichjailhes

in,where'she?

Me:unfortunatelyIalsodontknow,he'srefusing

totellme

Ivy:God!Iknowhecandoanything,oralmost

everythingwrongbutmurder?Idontknow,I

don'tevenknowwheretotouch..

Enhle:hesprobablybeingframed..youknowhe

willneverdothat

DeepdownIachedtotellthemit'sme,I'mthe

onewhoshouldbeinjailnothim,I'mthe

monsternothim.

Ivy:Ihopeso

Man:wewillfindhim,dontworry

Ivy:Ikeeponwonderingifhe'seating,Ican'teat

withoutknowingifmysoniseatingornot

Ikeptquite,Ididn'tevenknowwhatsay.

Ivy:Enhlehascooked..Youwant?



Me:noI'mfineMa

Shenoddedthenwenttoseatdownwiththe

man,whileEnhlepulledmetothekitchen.

Her:hey

Me:hi

Her:Iknowyouhavetalkedtohim..how'she?

Me:he'sok,he'slawyerisontopofit

Her:thatsgood,howareyou?

Me:Idontknow..

Her:Iknowthefeeling,Ihavebeentryingtoget

holdofQ..

Me:ohh..

Her:yeahbutvoicemail..Wantfood?

Me:noI'mgood,heleftclothesintheWashing

machine

Her:Itookcareofit

Me:thankGod..



Her:wannagooutforfreshair?

Me:yeah..whynot?wecandiscussyour

boyfriend

Shelaughed

Her:hedumpedmeafterrealizingI'macrazy

whore

Me:hey..younotcrazy..youareyourown

hero..maybewecanresorttostrongbeautiful

whore

Shelaughed

Her:yeah..eitherway..hewasanasswhore

Ichuckled

Me:youseenow?

Her:yeah..youknowIdidn'tthinkyouandAndy

weregoingtocomefar..

Me:yeahbutlooktoday..

Her:weshouldwifethatass



Ilaughed..

Her:seriously..Imeanitsbeenwhat?ayearnow?

Me:andsomemonths

Her:yeah..Plustherearevulturesoutthere..and

youaretheonlygirlwhohasmanagedtokeep

himinhisline

Ilaughed..

Me:hisline?

Her:yeahlikeitsalwaysKristhat,Kristhis..

Ilaughed

Me:stoplying

Her:I'mtellingyouandforthefirsttimehe

admittedhewasscared..scaredoflosingyou

Me:ok..enoughofthislet'sgo

Whatshewassayingwastriggeringmy

emotionsandIwastryingsohardtoholdit

together.



***********************

Dr:itsactuallyagoodthingthatshecannow

breathonherown,soonenoughshewillbe

awake..

Me:butshehasbeenlikethatfor2weeksnow

Dr:herorgansarestilltryingtogetonthe

pace..itsnormalforthistohappen

Itsbeen3weeksandGodknowsIwasgetting

frustratedbythesecond,Iexpectedhertowake

upwhensheleftcomabutshehasjustbeen

lyingthereeversincethen.ThefactthatI

haven'ttoldherparentsyetmakesmewantto

die.Theyaregoingtotrip..throwaleganda

half.

Me:Ijustwantherawake

Dr:shewillbefine,dontgiveupyet..itsalmost

over..

Me:ok

Iwalkedoutofherofficethenwenttowork,it



wasaroundlunchtime.Bandileindeedfixedme

somethingathisworkplace,asasecretary..

Wellthereisasecretarybutsincethecompany

isexpandingitshardordifficulttomanagewith

onesecretaryorsoStevesays.Iusuallykeep

records,takenotesduringmeetingsanddo

generalclericalwork.

Avestillworksthere,butshesSteve'sPA.Since

thelastIspoketoBandilethatwasthelasttime

becauseQhasbeentellingmeBandileistrying

toplayitsafebutIjusthadafeelinghedidn't

wanttoseeme.Walkinginsidemyofficewith

theothersecretaryIsawAveseatingwithher.

Shewasprettyclosewitheveryone.

Ave:Kris..wewerewaitingforyou..Nonowas

eventhinkingyouhadlunchout

Nonoistheothersecretary.

Me:hadtogoseeLeah

Ave:how'sshe?



Me:she'sbetter..shewillbefine

Nono:thatsgood..Weboughtpizza..

Iwentandsatbesidesthematthecouchesat

thecorneroftheofficeandate.

LaterthatdayIdrovehome,Iwasfeelingdizzy

butthenmymigraineshavebeenactingupalot

andIhavebeenprocrastinatingmygoinggo

thehospitalbecauseI'mscared.WhatifIhave

braintumororworsecancer?Istaggeredtomy

roomwithablurredversionthenpassedoutin

thebed.Wakingupthefollowingday,Iwas

feelingnauseas,Ihadastrongurgeto

vomit..quicklyIrantothetoiletandlletitallout

upuntilIfeltthatmytummywasjustsoempty,I

hadresearchedandfeelingnausea,thedizzy

spells,vomitingisMigrainesymptoms.After

vomitingIfeltweak,tiredtobeexact.Iwalked

tothekitchenanddrankwater.AsIdidthatI

heardaknockinthedoor,afterdraggingmyfeet

tothedoorIfinallyopenedthedoor.



Me:whatintheLordsnameareyoudoinghere?

Him:youstilldon'thavenoringonyour

finger..canIpleasecomein?

.

BANDILE

.

Qsatacrossmeduringvisitinghour.

Him:sowhenareyougoingtotellher?

Me:likewhat..OhhheybabeIhavebeen

sentencedto35yearsinprison..

Him:youknowshewillfindouteitherway..

Me:how'sshe?

Him:shesok..

Hegavemeanenvelope.

Him:thisweeksphotos..

Itearedtheenvelope,theguardsofcausedidn't

sayorstopbecausetheyonmypayroll..plus



beingmemakesmefearedbyalotofpeople.

Shelookedbeautiful,flawless..Thebody

huggingdressexposedhercurvesandass.Her

legswerealloutthere.

Me:shesreallygettingextrabeautiful

Him:reasonforyoutogetoutofherebefore

theysnatchher

Me:Idon'twantthepolicereopeningthecase

justyet,it'sstillfreshiftheyfindoutitwasnot

metheywilldoacarefulfollowupandLeah

andKrismaybepartofthatfollowup..soIthink

Iwillstickaroundhereforafewmonthsbefore

Ihavethemreopenthecase..

Him:ok..itsalreadyDecember..Soonenough

varsitieswillbereopening..Theymightsteal

her

Me:dontmakemegocrazy..Iwanttotalkto

her..

Him:Iwilllandatherhouselater



Me:yeah

Him:thewayyouaresodirty..youarerunning

yourillegalshitfromjail..Ihopeyoudon'tget

burstedbecauseifyoudo..-

Me:bepositive..Plusdontworry..Ialways

masterthisgame

Him:ok..Enhleisstillonmycase

Me:tellher

Him:abouttime

Me:justnotKris..Idontwantherseeingmelike

this

Him:youlookjustyou..nothinghaschanged

wellexpectthenewKristintatoojustbelow

yourneck..nogirlwouldwanttofuckwithyou

seeingthat

Ilaughed

Me:youwouldbesurprisedtoseethelist..my

dickgameisoverthelevels



**********************

IwalkeddowntomycellthatIwascurrently

sharingwithsomeItalianguycalledSantanio.

He'sinforadrugburst.He'sjustanordinary

guy,scaredasfuckandthatswhyhestickswith

memoreoften.Igotinthecellandhewason

thefloorkneelingdowncryingwithTedsitting

onhisbedwithhisgoons.

Tedstoodupassoonashesawme,TedandI

usedtoworktogetherwnenIwasstill17ifnot

18,andwe'vealwaysknowneachother.Hegave

meafistbump...

Him:Bandile..

Me:what'sgood?

Him:whydoyouhaveachickenwithyou?

Ilaughed..

Me:hepraysforme

Tedlaughed..



Him:dontbefunny..Ey!lethimgo..

TheyleftSantaniowhowasnowshaking.

Him:there'saproblem

Me:talktome

Him:thepersonwhosuppliesmewithdrugsgot

caught..AndIhaveordersIneedtodeliver

Ikeptquite,lettinghimgoon.

Him:Ineedyoutosupplymewithdrugs..Iheard

yousellgoodthings

Me:yeahbutnotinprisons..ItsriskyandIhate

risks,youknowmebetter.

.

KRIS

.

Me:Ithinkitwillbeagreatthingifyouleave

Him:areyouok?youlookdrained..

Hesaidpushingmeoutofthewayandgetting



insidethehouse.

Me:Iwillbefinethemomentyouleave

Him:wannagooutforbreakfast?

Me:noI'mfine..

Him:how'syourmigrains?

Ikeptquiteandjustlookedathim.

Him:I'msorryaboutlasttime,Icrossedtheline

pleaseforgiveme

Me:youshouldbe,youcan'tbeusingmeabout

whateverbeefyouhavewithBandile..

Him:youarerightandI'msorry..truce?

Me:truce

Him:canwestillbefriends..

Me:Bandiledoesn'tlikeit

Him:Bandileisn'there

BeforeIcouldrespondIheardaaknock.I

walkedtothedoorandEnhlestoodattheother



side.Withabrightsmileshehuggedmethen

letherselfinbutstoppedhalfway.

Me:KhanyaisfriendandKhanyathisEnhlemy..

-

Enhle:sisterinlaw

Ialmostrolledmyeyesbutstoppedmidway.

Khanya:nicemeetingyousisterinlaw

Me:Khanyawasjustleavingright?

Isaidopeningthedoorwidely..

Khanya:right..

Hewalkeduptomeandstoppedbythedoor.

Him:dontlethimcontrolyou..youdeserve

better

ThenhewasoutleavingmewithEnhle.

Enhle:Ihadbroughtyoubreakfast,wannaeat?

Me:I'mhungry..Didn'teatlastnight

Enhle:youshouldn'tstarve,Ndilewouldn'tlikeit



Me:ohreally

Enhle:yesreally

Me:youknowwhichprisonhe'sindontyou?

Enhle:what?

Me:nothing

.
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.

AfewminutesafterEnhlecamesheleft,she

hadanemergencyshehadtodealwiththats

whyshecamethissidefromCapetown.Ididn't



havetoaskitwasmuchclearthatsheknew

whereBandilewasbutIdidn'tgetsurprised.Its

notthefirsttimeeitherway.AftereatingI

preparedforwork.Iworemynudehighwaist

pencilskirt,withaslitjustbelowmymidthigh

withawhitearmlesstoptuggedinandnude

heels.Theskirtdidwonderstomybody,ithung

attherightplaces,reasonwhyLeahhadbought

itinthefirstplace.Igrabbedthelightpinkish

bagtopurpleandmyworkfilesanddroveto

workwithBandilescar.IdontknowwhyIwas

stillusingit,maybethefactthatitwashisgot

methroughtheday.Iarrivedatworkthenwent

totheoffice.Nonowasalreadyin.

Her:Kris

Isatdown..

Me:hey

Her:youlookbeautiful..Asalways

Ilaughed



Me:sodoyou..

Shelaughed

Her:stopmakingfunofme..I'manoversizedgirl

whileyouontheotherhand..sexymama

Me:dontsaythingslikethat..youarebeautiful

thewayyouarethickornot,slenderornot

Her:yeah..thatswhyIhaveneverhadareal

boyfriendbefore..

Me:youhaveneverdated?

Her:onthephone..

Me:catfishing?

Her:prettymuch..

Me:IthinkIneedtosetyouuponablind

date..youarebeautiful,don'tthinksolowof

yourself

Her:Ihatetoembarrassmyself..Soplease

forgetputtingmeupforablinddate

Me:youareavirgin?



Her:yeah..virginat24..

Me:youshouldn'tbeashamedofyourown

body..youneedtofeelproudaboutit..

JustthenthedoorswungopenandStevegot

inside.

Him:ummhKristin..inmyofficeplease

Me:yesSir

Heleft..

Me:amintrouble?

Nono:IdontknowbutIdontthinkso..gohearit

Istoodup,fixedskirtthenwalkedtohisoffice.I

enteredafterhimandsatonthechairacross

his.

Him:goodmorning

Me:MorningMrVanRay

Hesatdownthenlookedatme,myheartwas

beatingfast.



Him:Christmasisinaweek..

Ikeptquite..

Him:wearelaunchinganewbranchinLondon

asyoualreadyknow..wewillbemeetingwith

theinvestors..Ithinkitmightbehelpifyou

comewith..

Me:m-me?

Him:yes,Ithinkweneedyouthere..thatsifyou

areinterestedMissMacverdana

Me:ofcauseIambutIhaveafriendinhospital..

Him:takeyourtimetothinkaboutit,itsan

opportunity

Me:yesSir

Him:youareexcused.

Iwalkedout..

Nono:and?

SheaskedasIgotinsidetheoffice.



Me:hewantsmetogotoLondonwiththe

company

Nono:itsgoingtofunI'mtellingyou..afew

weeksbeforeyoucamewewereatCanada..

Wearegrowing..

Me:Ididn'tagree

Her:why?

Me:Leahneedsme

Nono:yeahIunderstandhey..MrThulaniisreally

makingrealmoney,theexpandingthingisa

bomb

Ididn'ttellanyonethatBandileismyboyfriend,I

justwantedtokeepmypersonallifeprivate.

Me:yes..

Laterthatday,aswewalkedtotherestaurant

thatstwoblocksawayfromthecompanyI

bumpedintoAve,shedidn'tseemhappyatall.

Me:hey



Ave:Iseesleepingwiththeownerpays..

Ilookedatherconfused,foramomentthereI

wouldhavethoughtshestalkingwithNonobut

shewaslookingdirectlyatme.

Me:whatareyouonabout?

Ave:youonlycameyesterdayandvoilàyouare

alreadygoingtobusinesstrips

Me:whatareinsinuatingAvis?

Ave:thatyourboyfriendisbehindallthis,you

didn'tearnitfairly

Nono:areyoujealous?

Shelaughed..

Ave:jealousofwho?you?

Nono:Aveitsenoughmahn!

Nonosaidpullingmeaway.Allthewaytothe

restaurantIwasquite,stilltryingtodigestwhat

justhappened.Shedidmakesense,maybe

Bandaleisbehindallthis.



Nono:dontoverthinkthingsKris..Shewas

obviouslyexpectingtogobutturnedout

otherwise..Thatswhy..butareyou..-

Me:I'mnotsleepingwithSteve,Ihavea

boyfriendItoldyou

Nono:ok..let'sorder..

WeorderedLunchandate.OnourwaybackI

wasHopingIdontbumpintoAvis,Iwasreally

upsetshewouldmakeanoutburstlikethat.

TherestofthedayIdidn'tseeAvisanywhere

andIactuallypraisedGodforthat.Afterwork

asusualIwenttoLeah.Shewasstillthesame.

Isatbesidesherinachair.

Me:hey..itsmeagain.Thedoctorsaysyouare

doingfine..Iknowyouwillpullthrough,Iwas

planningthatwhenyouareoutwewoulddoour

ownadventureroadtrip,itwouldbefunright?

Christmasisaroundthecorner..Ourfirst

Christmastogether..Pleasewakeup..



Iwipedmytears..

Me:Ineedyou..I-IfeelsolonelyrightnowbutI

dontwanttogiveupyet..youtheonewho

alwayssay"wetooyoungtobesad"wellIsay

youaretooyoungtobehere..youneedtowake

up..

Ikissedherforeheadthenwalkedoutwitha

heavyheartbutIsmileditout..asalways.Feelit

butdontshowit..mynewmotto.Idrovehome

andsatonfrontofthetv.Thetvwatchedme

asmyheavyheartkilledme.IwantedLeah

awake,laughingasalways..IwantedBandileto

beholdingmetighttellingmeeverythingwillbe

finebutIfeltemptyandithurt..Iwanteditto

stop.

.

LEAH

.

Ifeltheavy,Ifeltlikesomethingheavywasput



onmybodythatIcouldn'tevenmove."Ineed

you..I-ifeelsolonelyrightnowbutIdontwant

togiveupjustyetyoutheonewhosays"wetoo

youngtobesad"wellIsayyoutooyoungtobe

here...Youneedtowakeup"

Icouldhearthewords,andcouldn'tmisplace

thepaininthem,Ineededtowakeup,andwake

upnow.

Ibattledwiththeheavinessbutitwasjusttoo

strongandagainIfellintothedarkness..No..

.

ALEX

.

Icouldn'tseemtotakemyattentionoffSam

andcousinTina.Thewaysheshylylookedat

awaywhenhelookedatherorthewayhe

constantlylookedather.AsIlookedatthem

mymindslippedintoitsowncorner..

"OhhmyGod!youdidn'tusecondomTshepie



why?"

"Shit!itslipped..butdontworry,Iwillgetyou

somethingforthat"

"Whatevertakemehome"

"Alexdon'tbelikethat..Itwasapurehonest

mistake"

"Yeah"

"Poohbear..Please"

Mom:I'msogladwearehavingthisdinner

Momsaidbringingmebacktoearth..

Sam'sfathersmiled..

Him:yes..youguysreallyoutdidyourselves..

Thismealisdelicious

Sam:Iagree

Mom:thoughyoursistershouldhavebeen

here..Idontunderstandwhat'ssoimportant

morethanfamily.



Sam:there'snothingimportantmorethanfamily

mma,justshestryingtoliveherownlifeplease

lether..

Mom:maybeweshouldgiveherasurprisevisit

Sam:Mama..pleasegiveherspace,she's

growing..Letherlearntoliveherownlife,she

willcome

Mom:can'tbelieveshesalreadygrown..how's

LloydandLinda?

MomaskedlookingatSam'sfather,Icallhim

Dadtojustavoidawkwardness.

Him:LloydisstilldoinghisartthingwhileLinda

isatVarsity..

Mom:theymustbebignow..Ilastsawthem

whentheyweretoddlers.

Him:theyhave.

ThekepttalkingaboutthekidsasIlookedback

atSam.Iwasdisturbedbymyphoneringing,it

wasTshepie.



Mom:AlexwhatdidIsayaboutphonesonthe

table?ThisiswhymeandKrisarealways

fighting..Thistableisforeatingnotforphones.

IignoredherasIwalkedtomyroomand

answeredthephone.

Him:hey..

Me:hi

Him:stillmad?

Me:no

Him:canIcomeover

Me:youdon'thaveto..

Him:babeplease..

Me:I'mtired

Him:I'mreallysorry,let'smeetuptomorrow

morningthen..

Me:ok

Him:Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Isatonthebedexhaling.Thesamemistake

wasnevergoingtohappenagain.Itookmy

phoneanddialedKris'snumber,Ineededmy

sisterthismoment.Sheansweredafterawhile.

Her:baby

Me:Imissyou

Her:metoobaby

Me:Iwannacomethere

Her:mostofthetimeI'mnothomesoyouwill

bealone,Idon'twantthat

Me:itdoesn'tmatterbuteveningsyouarehome

right..Soplease

Her:Alexbaby..

Me:please..Iwantyouwithme..momis

suffocating

Her:butschoolsarealmostreopeningandwhat

aboutChristmas?momwillspenditonlywith



Sam?it'snotfair

Me:and?youarealonethere..pleaseletme

come

Her:whataboutSam?

Ikeptquite..

Her:yousee..don'tworryaboutme..Imissyou

too

Me:thencome

Her:Alexplease..I'mworking,youneedto

understandthat

Me:Igetit..justmissmybeautifulsister

Her:shemissesyoutoo..Iloveyoubaby

Me:IloveyoutoomyTigitigi

Shelaughed..

Her:okbye..

Me:bye

Shethenhungup,talkingtohermademefeel



better.AsIwalkedbacktothediningroomI

bumpedintoTina.

Her:sorrybutcanyoupleaseshowmethe

toilet..

Me:okcome..

Iwalkedwithhertothetoilet..

Me:there

Her:thankyou

Me:Iknowyouaredatingmybrother..

Shelookedatmeshocked,sowasI..Ididn't

meantosaythatputloud..

Her:what?

Me:youheardme..

Isaidwalkingaway..WhydidIsaythat..Isat

downregretting.

Mom:didyoushowTinathetoilet?

Me:yes..



TinacamebackafterawhileandlookedatSam.

PerhapstryingtotellhimIknow..orwhatever

butevenifshewas..there'snowayIwillsnitch

onmyownbrother..

Me:rightttt!desertanyone?

.

LEAH

.

AndonceagainItriedfightingofftheheaviness,

thistimearoundIdidn'tfallintodarkness.I

rainedback.Icouldhearbeepssounds

everywhere,Iflickeredmyeyesacoupleof

timesbutmyversionstillremainedblurredbutI

wasback.

***************************

Dr:howmanyfingersamIholdingnow?

Shewavedtwofingersonmyface.

Me:2



Dr:good..Ithinkyourversionisgood,doyou

rememberwhathappened?

Istilledforamomentthere,yesIdo..Heshot

me,eventhoughmyeyeswereclosedIdidhear

thetwogunshots.Iwantedtostandupand

helpherbutIwastooweak."Leahplease..Dont

giveup,notyet..Istillneedyou.."

Istillcouldhearherplea,myeyesflickeredto

theDrasshesoftlycalledoutmyname..

Me:Idon'tquiteremember..Myversionis

blurred.

Dr:thedetectivewillcomeforsomequestioning

Inodded

JustthenKrisgotintheroom.Hereyescame

acrossmineandshecouldn'thidetherelief..the

joyinhereyes.Shecameandhuggedme,alil

bittootightthatIwinced.Sheimmediatelylet

mego..

Her:i..Iwasworried..You-



Me:hey..youlookbeautiful..

Her:doctorhow'sshe?

Sheaskedignoringme..

Dr:sheshouldbeoutofheresoonenough,her

woundishealingwell.

Her:ok..

Shethenturnedbackatmewipinghertear

quickly.

Her:Iwasworried..

Me:I'mgladyouok

Her:yeah..soonenoughyouwillbehome..

Me:yeah..youhavebaggyeyes..

Shehadtriedtohidethemwithmakeup,same

waymomdoes.Iclosedmyeyestightlyfighting

thethoughtaway..notnowLeah..pleasenot

now.

Her:youseeingthings,howareyoufeeling?



Me:IknowwhatyouaredoingbutI'mok..Iso

wannagohome

Her:Iknowthefeeling..

Shewasdressedabitformally.Aredtight

skirt,anudevestthenaseethroughredsilky

shirttuggedin,redheelsandanudehandbag.

Shelookedallbusinesslikeandsexytobe

honest.

Me:andthen?theclothes?

Shelookedatherselfthenbackatme..

Her:I'mworking..

Me:working?

Her:Ifounda..Bandilegavemeajobathis

company..

Ichuckled..

Me:Ihopeyounotfuckingintheoffice

Herfacefellimmediately..

Me:what'swrongnow?



Her:he'sinjail

Me:jail?jailforwhat?

Justthenthedoorswungopen.Iheldmy

breathashelookedatme,hehadaplasticbag

inhand.Ifeltlikegettingupandbeatingthe

livingshitsoutofhim,ifIcould..Iwouldstop

lovinghim..buttheheartkeepsonbetrayingme.

Q:IcameassoonasKristoldme..

IlookedatKriswholookeddown,obviouslyhe

putheratsomecorner.

Iremainedsilent.

Q:howareyoufeeling?

Hesaidtrailinghishandonmyface.I'mfeeling

thesamewayIfeltwhenIfoundoutaboutyour

cheatingass.

Q:Ibroughtyoufood..

Kris:ummmh..letme..giveyouguysspace

Me:Kriswho'she?



Iaskedputtingupaconfusedface,itwasn'tthe

firsttime..Ididitwhenthepolicequestioned

meaboutdadbeatingmom..andI..andI..-

Me:doIknowyou?

Helaughed..

Q:oknicejokedollface

Me:doIknowyou?

HenoticedIwasn'tjoking,evennowKrishad

hereyesonme.

Kris:youdontrememberhim?

Me:I'mlost

Q:where'sherdoctor?

Kris:herofficeIthink..

Q:I'mcoming..

Hewalkedout..

Kris:youreallydontrememberQ?

Sheaskedwithhersoftvoice,andhereyeswide.



Me:Idontneedtoremembermotherfucken

asswhores!Idontdothatkindoffuckery..

Shestartedlaughing..

Her:nicegoing..

Me:shouldn'thebewithThato?

Her:Ihaven'tseenhereversinceIleft

Bloemfontein

Me:goodsoyouweresaying..Bandileisinjail?

Her:yes

Me:forwhat?

Her:murder..

Ilookedather..

Me:murder?

Shenodded..

Me:whodidhekill?

Her:itsmewhodid..

Shewhisperedlookingatme..



Me:I'mlost

Her:IkilledDeWayneand..-

Me:hetookthefall?

Shenodded..

Her:I'mabadperson..Iknowit..

Sheblinkedawayhertears.

Her:and..Ifeeldeadinside

Quicklyshewipedhertearsaway..

Her:I'malreadydeadinside..itslikeI'madead

personwalking

Me:Kris..-

Her:no..itsthetruth,andit'snotgoingaway

unfortunately..Itsnotgoingtobeok..Iknowit

Me:you..-

JustthenQwalkedbackwiththedoctor..

Q:quitthisgameLeah

Me:ohw?howaboutyougetthefuckout!



QlookedatthedoctorandKriswhothen

walkedout.

Me:Kriswaitup..-

Shewasalreadygone,she'sbeenthroughalot..I

canseeshestryingsohardtoholditbut..not

deepdown...Justlikemom..

Me:Idontwanttotalktoyou..shouldn'tyoube

withThato?

Him:youaresoselfishLeah

Ilaughedsarcastically

Me:thenleavemealonewithmyselfishness..

Go!

Him:Theyplayedyou..thatsextapeshealways

useitagainstmeallthetimeandI'mnotgoing

toletitworkthistimearound..

Me:ohhsoyouneversleptwithher?

Hekeptquite..

Me:why?



Him:Idontknowhowithappened..One

momentI'mdrunkthenextI'mwakingupnaked

withheraside..

Me:ohh?ohhsoyoutryingtotellmeyou..got

raped?

Henodded..

Me:youmustreallythinkI'mstupid..thatI'ma

fool..likeohhpoorLeahshewillbelievemy

everydaylie..thisisnotanewsongtome

Quincy..Ithoughtwecouldworkbutwe

can't..won'tever..I'msickandtiredofthesame

oldthingeverytimeandtimeagain..yousaidit

yourself..Youcan'tcommit,soIguessthisisit

Him:dollfaceplease

Me:no..I'mdone..go

Hekneeleddownbeforemybed..

Him:IknowImessedup,Iknow..I'mfuckedup

butjustthatsince..Igotmy...mysisterkilledI

justnever..neverhadanythingelsetolove..I



knowyouthinkI'mcold..acoldmonsterandI

wasuntilImetyou..thefirsttimeweslept

together,probablyyouthoughtitwasjusta

fuckbutitwasmorethanthat..pleasestay,stay

withmeforever..Ican'tbeartolosesomeoneI

loveagain..Idontwanttogobacktotheperson

Iwas..Ilovebeinginyourarms..

Hestoodup..

Him:andIwanttobeinthemnow..Pleasegive

meonemorechance..

Hecameandhuggedme..

Him:onelasttime

Me:onelasttime..

Hekissedme...

Ipulledputafterawhileandwipedhistears

away..

Me:IloveyouQbutifyoubreakmyheartone

moretime..it'sover..wedone



Him:Iknow..

Me:whathappenedwithKris?

Him:shemanagedtokilltheenemyandAndile

tookcareofit

Me:himbeinginjailisaffectingher

Him:hewillbeoutsoon..she'sgothimwrapped

herlilfinger

Me:ifonlysheknew..

Him:I'mgladyouarestillwithme..

Me:whathappenedtoyoursister?

Him:dealgonewrong..how'syourwound?

Me:thedoctorsaiditshealingprettywell..

Hehandmemyphone..Iswitchediton,loadsof

messagescameinfromdad..mom..Aunt

Susan..Brad..

FirstthingIdidwastocallMom.

Sheansweredalmostimmediately..



Her:ohmyGod..afteramonthLeah?

Me:momcalmdown..

Her:calmdown?doyouwanttokillme?how

couldyougoforaholidayinChina?without

lettingusknow..ifitwasn'tforKris..God!

Me:I'msorry..

Her:yourfatherisn'thappy

Me:remindmewhyyouarestillwithhim?

Her:watchyourmouthyoungLady!

Me:maybeIwenttoChinaforsomespace

Her:Leah..I'mherebecauseIwantthebestfor

you

Me:I'msorry

Her:youshouldbe..howwasChina?

Me:refreshing

Her:I'mgladyouok..ummhapatientishere,let

megetgoing



Me:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoumorebaby..

Thenshehungup,Ialmostthrewmyphone

againstthewallinfrustration.Whywon'tshe

leave?

.

KRIS

.

GettingtoworkItextedLeahthatIwouldsee

herlater.IgotinsidetheofficebutNonowasn't

in.Avethengotin,IsatdownasIfacedher..

Her:hi

Me:hi

Her:I'mreallysorryKrisforwhatIdidyesterday..

Me:waterunderthebridge

Her:Ifeelsoashamedrightnow..

Ikeptquite..



Her:ummhNonowenttoaearlymorning

meeting

Me:ok

Her:coffee?

Me:noI'mgoodthankyou..

Itriedtosuppressthenoisemytummymade

butIfailed.Avelaughed..

Her:therearemuffinsatthatrestaurant..

Me:letmehurrythere..

Her:youdothat..

Igrabbedmybagandrushedtotherestaurant.

AsIwaitedformyorder,Iheardsomeoneclear

histhroatbehindme.Iturned..

Me:areyoustalkingmenow?

Him:coincidence..ItoldyouIdontstalk

Me:Khanyacanyoupleasestayawayfromme..

Itwouldreallygetmessy



Him:wouldit?

Me:youwouldneverbelieveifItellyoubuttrust

me..

IsaidasItookmyorderandwalkedout.Even

thoughIcouldn'tseeanyoneIknowBandile

waskeepingtabsonme.Walkingbacktothe

office,IsatdownandatewhileIworkedon

somefile.AfewminutesafterlunchIwalked

outoftheboardroomwherethecompanywas

holdingameeting.Iwasexhausted,sitting

downfor2hrsinonemeetingisshit.Idroveto

thehospital.

*********************

Me:youcanstilldoIVFjustlikethedoctorsaid

Her:yeah..

Me:wanttoeatatarestaurant?

Iaskedheraswedrovehome,Shehadjust

gottendischargedaweeklater.

Her:nah..Iwanttosleeponmybed



Me:ok..Qsaysthecasewillbedropped

Her:whocamewiththe"Igothijacked"story?

Me:Idon'tknow..butmusthavebeen

Bandile,I'mgladweuseditnowthecopswillbe

outofourlives

Her:youneverseemtotalkabouthimlately..

Me:whatshouldIsay?

Her:Idontknow..helovesyou

Me:thenwhywon'theletmeseehim..itsbeena

monthandweekLeah..nocommunicationno

nothing!

Her:he'stryingtokeepyousafe

Me:fuckthat!maybeIshouldjustlookforhim

myself..

Her:youwon'tfindhimyouknowit

Me:yeah..he'saselfishmotherfucker!Only

caresabouthimselfandnothingelse,somuch

foramarriagetalker



Her:hewastalkingmarriage?

Inodded..

Idrovethecarinthegarage.

Me:Iwishhecouldstopallthis..ithurts

Shesmiled..

Her:youhavegainedweight..

Me:stopbeingcrazy

Her:I'mtellingyou..youlookthick

Me:stopit

Her:I'mtellingyou..let'sgetinside.

Slowlywewalkedtotheflat.Themomentwe

gotinside,Imadeherseatdown.

Me:whatdoyouwantfordinner?

Her:macaronicheese

Me:youknowIdontlikecheese..howabout

Lasagna?

Shelookedatme..



Her:youlikemacaronicheeseKris

Me:noIdon't..Ithasabadtasteandsmell..

Her:youonlycomplainedaboutitsaftertaste

nothowitsmeltortasted

Me:what'sthebigdeal?

Her:yousnapalotthisdays..remindsmeofmy

auntwhenshewaspregnant..

Me:o-k

Her:didyougoforyourshot?

Me:myshot?..ohfuck..ohGod!myshot...ohh

noo..Oh..

Her:relax..breath..

Andthat'swhenitregistered..

Me:myperiods..Imissedthem..thevomiting..I

thought..migraines..LeahI'mpregnant

Her:breath..

Shestoodupslowlyandcametowardsme..



Her:breath..let'sfigurethisoutslowly..

Me:Iforgottheshotwitheverythingthatwas

happening..Itslippedmymind..

Irubbedmytummy..

Me:whathaveIdoneohGod!

.

~2MONTHSLATER~

.

Iputonasummerjacketontopofmyflared

dress,itwasabitbetterlikethis,thetummy

wasn'tthatmuchvisiblelikethat.Isatdownas

Iwipedmytears.

Me:wewillgetthroughthisdayalsolikewedid

thepreviousrightbaby..

Isaidrubbingmytummy.Thispregnancylately

hasbeentheonlythingIwasfocussingonwell

expectfromschool.Ihaven'ttoldanyoneat

homeyet,I'mscared.Itookmyslingbagand



walkedoutofmyroom,Leahwasinthekitchen

cooking.Shehadrecoveredwell,andshehas

beenmypillerofsupporteversinceIfoundout.

Ihavebeentryingtohidethispregnancyfrom

Bandile..Ican'tputhiminmorestresswitha

babyontopofotherthings.Isatonthekitchen

stool.

Leah:morning

Me:hey...

Leah:how'sBandilejuniordoinginthere?

Me:wellok..

Leah:Qiscoming..

QnoticedIwaspregnantbutIliterallyhadto

beghimnottotellhisfriend.

****************************

Q:shit!Bandileneedstoknow..

Me:noplease..

Leah:Qbabeplease



Q:heneedstoknowhe'sgonnabesomeone's

fatherandwhenhefindsoutyouarekeeping

thisfromhim..youwon'tlikeHisreaction

Me:Iwilltellhim..justnotnowplease

***********************

Me:ok

Her:ummmhtake

Shesaidhandingmebreakfast..

Her:how'syourdaytoday?

Me:Ihavelessonsthroughout..

Her:ok..

Iate,midwaytherewasaknockonthedoor.

Leahstoodupandwenttogetit,itwasQ.

Q:hello

Leah:hey

Me:Q

Q:ummmhKris...



Hetookouthisphoneasitwasringing.

Hewalkedtowardsme..

Him:itsBandile

Ilookedathim..

Me:what?

Heansweredthephone..

Him:yeah..ok

Hehandmethephone,myheartwasliterally

beatinghardagainstmychest.

Me:h-hello?

Him:hey

Hestillsoundedthesame...

Him:howareyou?

Me:I'm..I'mgoodyou?

Him:yeah..iseverythingok?

Me:yeaheverythingis..Fine



Him:anythingnew?

Me:no..nothingnew

Hekeptquiteforawhile.

Him:ok

Me:Imissyou

Him:Imissyoutoo

Me:whenareyoucomingout?

Him:soon..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hethenhungup,IshutmyeyesasIremoved

thephonefrommyear.

Leahhuggedme..

Leah:doesheknow?

Q:no

Istoodup,fightingawaymytears.Hedoesn't

havetoknow..notyetatleast,notnow..

.



**ToBeContinued**
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KRIS

.

.

TherestdayjusttookadifferentturnafterI

spokewithBandile.AnotherpartofmefeltlikeI

shouldhavetoldhimbut..anotherdidn'twantto

stresshimevenmore..Orwhatifhedoesn't

wantkids?Thenwhat?Onmywaybackhome

fromschoolItookadifferentturnandwentto

hishouse..Thehousewhichholdsmostofour

memories.Igotinside,itwasclean..I'msure

Mma'Nyarahavebeencleaning.Iwalkedtohis

room,hisscentstillwasfilledintheroom.I

wentthroughhisthingsforawhileuntilIcame

acrossoneofhisshirtsthatIusuallywore



whenIwashere..hedidn'tlikemypj'ssohe

alwaysdressedmeintheshirt.

**************************

Him:IwanttobeabletofeelyouwhenIwant

andthosePJ'smakesithard

Me:butIlovethem

Him:andIdontsoplease

************************

Iworetheshirt,itwasstillabitloosebutthe

bumpwasabitvisible.

Ilayonthebedjuststressingmymind.I

openedmyeyesasmyphonerang,mymind

wasalreadyracingwhenitallclickedback.I

wasinBandileshouse.Ireachedformyphone

besidesmeandanswered,itwasLeah.

Her:whereonearthareyou?Krisitslate,itsnot

safeforpregnantwomantoberoamingaround..

Me:I'mok



Her:whereareyou?

Me:IwenttoAndileshouse..-

MyspeechgotcutoffbynoiseIheard

downstairsbutitwasbarelyaudible.

Her:Kris..youstillthere?

Me:yeah..sorryaboutthat..thought..I'msafe

Her:pleasecomehome

Me:ok..

Ithenhungup,thenoiserepeatedagain..abit

louderthatIevenpanicked.SlowlyIwalkedout

ofthebedroomthendescendeddownthestairs

holdingascissor.MyeyesmetMma'Nyara's

eyesasIgottothelaststair.ForawhilethereI

wonderedwhyshewashereatnightormaybe

Bandilesenther..hashebeencommunicating

withher?

Her:Kris!

Shealsolookedsurprisedtoseeme..



Me:Mma'Nyara..ummhhowareyou?

Her:I'mfine...Ivyaskedmetogetthehousein

ordershe'scoming.

Inoddedwithafrozenmind,shecan'tseeme

pregnant..

Me:wellIbettergetgoing

Her:ohhok

Iwalkedbacktohisroomandquicklychanged

intomyclothesthenwalkedbackdownstairs.

Mma'Nyara:Kris!

ShecalledasIreachedforthedoor.

Me:yes

Her:goodbye

Me:ohmyGodI'msosorry,I'mjust..Rushing

home.

Her:Icansee

Shethensmiled..



Her:congratulations

Ilookedatherperplexedthenshepointedmy

tummy.

Me:ohw..thankyou

Her:takecareofyourself

Me:Iwill..okbye

Isaidalreadywalkingout,justbythedoorI

bumpedintoIvyandEnhle.

Ivy:Kris!

Shehuggedme,thenafterthatEnhledid.

Ivy:amIseeingthisrightor...

Enhlegiggledcheerfully..

Ivy:GodIthankyou!

Enhle:ican'tbelieveitmom..

Ivywasevencryingnow..

IvythenplacedherhandonmytummyandI

closedmyeyes,nodoubtshewilltellherson.



.

SAM

.

Isatinmyoffice,testingitforthefirsttime.I

hadjustgotajoborratherdadhadfixedme

one.AsIrockedmyselfbackandforthmymind

slippedintoyesterday'sconversationwithTina

whenwewereinthebathtub.

**********************

Her:Ididn'tmeanto..Ijust-myfriendalsowas

hurtbyhimandIneverreallygotovermy

father'sdeath

Me:hekilledhim?

Her:momsayshe'smomdid..

Me:soyouwantedtomakeyourcousinpayfor

theaccusationsthatyourmotherthrewathis

mother..

Her:shekilledhim!



Icouldsenseshewasgettingangry.

Her:andhealsohurtmyfriend..Andnowallofa

suddenshesmissing

Me:soyouaretryingtosayhekilledher?

Her:he'samurdererjustthathealwaysgets

awaywithit..butrightnowhe'sinjail

Me:howdidyouwanthimtopay?

Her:he'sgirlfriendishisworld..

Me:ohh

Her:butIwasagainstit..IheardShesanice

person

Me:who'sthegirlfriend?

Her:Kristin..KristinMacverdana..

**********************

MywholebodyjustfrozeasIthoughtofit,she

wantstohurtmylittlesister.Allmylifemy

siblingshavealwayscomefirst,samefatheror

not.AndforthefirsttimeIactuallyfound



Bandilenotguiltythistimearound.Justthen

myphonestartedringing,shewastheone,Iso

baddidn'twanttoanswerbutIhadtomake

sureshedoesn'tthinkIwouldletherhurtmy

family..Iwouldkillherinseconds.

Me:yeah?

Her:ummhbabewestillupforthatlatenight

picnicright?

Me:I'mnotsure

Shekeptquiteforawhile..

Her:what'swrongSam?

Me:whatpossiblycouldbewrong?

Her:eversinceyesterday..Youjustbeenacting

strange

Me:haveInow?

Her:Iwillseeyoulater

Me:yeah

Her:Iloveyou..



Ihungupnotreplying..

Igotupfrommychairandwalkedaroundthe

hospitaltojustfamiliarisemyselfwiththe

environment.Iwasstartingofficiallytomorrow.

AfterabitofroamingaroundIwalkedtomycar

dialingMike'snumber.

Him:dawg!

Me:manigga..

Him:What'spopping?

Me:nothing..JustheardBandileisarrested

Him:yeah

Me:yeahwhat?yeahit'strue?

Him:IthoughtKristoldyou

Me:Idontknowshitbra..when?

Him:3to4monthsnow,notreallysure

Me:forwhatexactly?

Him:rumourhasitonmurder..



Ilaughed

Me:Bandile?Getarrestedformurder?thats

shit..he'sshit,andshitlikehimneverget

arrestedforthatlong,especiallyformurder..

Justmurder,ISmellafish

Him:Ididtoo..hemustbecoveringforsomeone

butwho?andwhywouldheputalotofthings

onthelineforthatperson..Somethingdoesn't

addup

Me:IhatethatguybutIcantellhelovesmy

sister..whywouldhejustleaveher?Iwillhave

togothereandfindout

Him:Idontthinkthatsareallygreatidea

Sam..I'msureQhasitcovered

Me:Kris?shemustbebreaking..Thewayshe

lovesthatguyIswearhebewitchedher

becausebra..can'tevenfindthewords

Him:yeahbutI'msureshesdoingok,she

doesn'tneedherbrotherhoveringonher



business..I'mtalkingfromexperience..Ididthe

samewithLatisher..

Me:how'sherthough?

Him:havingasisterlikethat..alwaysuponmy

businessbraitsshit

Me:youarebetter..Ihaveaconniving

manipulatingsister...Youneedtospendaday

withAlex

Helaughed

Him:sowhathaveyoubeenupto?stillfucking

yourcousin?

Me:shesfuckedup..andIswearifshemesses

withmeandmyfamily..Iwillkillher

Him:itwouldn'tbethefirsttime

Me:she'ssick..Lookletmegetgoing..I'm

meetingmydad

Him:ok..willtalk,andohhthecrewwantsto

meetup..youhavekeptlowprofilelongenough



Me:yeah..itstimewhen?

Him:inturkey..Ithinkwemighttakeatripto

Brazil..

Me:nowwetalking..Ihavebeenoutofthe

gameforlong

Him:yeah..wehaveourguyinBrazil..hewon't

knowwhathithim

Ilaughed

Me:howmucharewetalking?

.

Idroveinsidemydad'sbigyard.Igotoffthecar

assoonasIparkedthengotinsidewithout

knocking.GettinginsideIwaswelcomedby

somegirlinshortsandandadenimshirt,purple

braids..Shelookedatmeconfusedforawhile

butthenflushedasmileblushing.

Her:hi..

Me:hey



Her:ummhyoumustbehereforLloydbuthe

ain'there..youcanwaitup..wantjuice?

BeforeIcouldresponddadcamein..

Him:ohhSam,lookslikeyouhavealreadymet

yoursmallsisterandLinda,thisistheSam

Her:Sammybrother?

Dad:yeah..andSamthatBelinda

Ilookedather,shestillcouldn'tbelieveit

becausehermouthwasstillwideopeninshock.

Dad:let'sgoSam..Iwantyoutomeetafew

businessassociates..

Me:youknowI'mnotafanright?

Dad:youaremyheir,someonewhowilltackle

onbusinessifIdieorwhenIretire.Samyou

needfamiliarizeyourselfwithallthisthings

"Ohhplanningforthefuturenowain'twe?"

AvoicesaidmakingusturnanditwasAgatha,if

shewasn'tdad'swifeIwouldhavelongsenther



incoma.Shewasn'talonethough,shehadTina

besidesherwho'seyespissedin

mine,searchingformysoul.

Dad:whywon'tI?

Agatha:andLloyd?

Dad:IloveallmykidsAgatha!makepeacewith

it

Agatha:Tinababytakethis..

ShesaidhandingTinasomeplasticbagsthen

Agathawalkedout.Ilookedbackatdad..

Me:ok

Dad:good..ummhLindawewilldiscussthecar

whenIgetback..

Shewasstarringatme,notblinking.Myeyes

gottoTina'swhowaslookingatLinda,not

pleasedIcouldtell..

Dad:hey!

Lindablinkedacoupleoftimesbeforefinally



respondingtoDad.Iwasn'tlisteningbutmy

eyeswereonTinawhowaswalkingaway.

Me:I'mgoingtothebathroom

IsaidwalkingawaybutfollowedTinatoher

room.Shewassittingonthebed,soIgotinside

andlockedthedoor.Shestoodbeforeme..

Her:areweokSam?

Me:yeah..100%

Her:good..

Shekissedme,hungrily,Ikissedherbackthen

suddenlypulledputwithmyhandonherneck.

Shewasstartled.

Me:Kris..Bandilesgirlfriendismysister..

Sheblinkedacoupleoftimes..

Her:Ididn'tknow..youknowIwouldn'thurtyour

familyoranyoneclosetoyou..i-

Me:youwouldn'tevendarebecauseIwillmake

sureyoumeetyourdadwhereverheis..Iwould



killyoubabeandmakesurenobodyfindsyour

deadbody

Isaidtighteningmygriponherneckthatshe

startedgaspingforairbutIsqueezedherneck

hard.

Me:onmyfamilyIwillkillyou,togetherwithyour

motherunderstand?

Shenoddedfast..

Me:I'mnotbluffing,IwillburryyoualiveHer

eyeshadwidenedup.Ithrewheronthe

bed,thenshestartedgaspingcoughingasshe

rubbedherneck..

Me:sothepicnic?WhatdoyouthinkIshould

buy?

.

LEAH

.

Me:so?



Her:she'scoming

Me:cominghere?

Her:itsherson'spregnancyafterall..

Me:youshouldjusttellhim..yousaidyouthink

hehaspeoplefollowingyouaround..Thenwhy

doyoupossiblythinkhedoesn'tknow?

Her:whatwillsay?Thatohhhey..Iforgottotake

myshotandI'mpregnant..Hehasenoughto

dealwith

Me:enough?Thereisachildinvolved

Kris..nothingismoreimportantthanthis

baby..itsbeen2weekssinceyousawhismom

andsister..Don'tyouthinkheknowsbynow?

Shekeptquite,maybeIwasbeingirrationalbut

IknowprobablyQtoldhim..theyarereallytight

andnodoubthealreadyknows.Apartofmeis

actuallygladshespregnant,atleastnowshe

hasareasonnottodepressherselforhurt

herself.



Me:andyourmomneedstoknow,sooneror

lateritsgoingtocomeout

MyphonethenrangitwasQ.

Me:hey

Him:westillon?

Me:yeah

Him:Iwillcomepickyouup..

Me:ok

Him:Iwantyoutomeetmyfolks

Me:really?

Him:yeahanditshouldhappenbeforeIflyout..

Me:stillgoingtoBrazil?

Him:yeah..justaweekbutIwantyoutomeet

myGrandmother

Me:ohhIthoughtweweremeetingyour

parents..

Qnevertalksabouthisfamilythatmuch,ever



sincehe'soldersisterpassedawayitseems

liketheonlyfamilythatconsidershimishis

grannyandhisyoungersister.

Him:nah..canwedrivedownthere

tomorrow?I'vecalledher

Me:ummhifthatswhatyouwant..whynot?

Him:thankyoubaby..Youdontknowhowhappy

Iamnow..ummhGoddollface..

Ismiled,Ilovedhimhappynotsadorjustnumb.

SometimesIjustdontunderstand..

Me:Iloveyou

Him:yeah..seeyoulater

Me:bye

IhangupandturnedmyattentionbacktoKris..

Her:outwithitalready..

Me:hewantsmetomeethisfamily..

Her:ohhmyGod..finally..



Shestoodupandhuggedme..

Me:yeah..he'strying

Her:Icansee..IswearIcanhearweddingbells

Me:notformebutyoumalove!AnywayImight

notsleepintonight,willyoubefine?

Her:yeah..

ImaynotbesureaboutanythingelsebutI'm

prettysurethatBandilewillwifehereither

way,soonerorlater.ThewayQexplainshow

Krisgothimwrappedaroundherlilfingersays

alotorhowmuchhealwayssacrificeforher.

Me:sowhattimeismother-In-Lawlanding?

Shestoodup.

Her:anytimesoon,lemmegoshower..Cannotbe

lookinglikeanewbornelephantandsmelling

likeonetoo..

Shesaidwalkingoutleavingmelaughing.I

stoodupandwalkedtothekitchen,itwas



Sundayaround11a.m.

Iwenttothekitchenandstartedpreparing

lunch..

Afewminuteslatertherewasaknockonthe

door,probablyitwasBandilesmotherbutnoit

wasn't..itwasthesnobbishlilbitchQcalls

Sister.

Me:Kim?

Her:QsaysIshouldstickaroundwithyouand

yourfriend..Hewentsomewhere

Iopenedthedoorwideforhersoshegetsin,I

walkedbehindassheanalysedtheplace.I

walkedtothekitchentogetmyphone...

Kim:nicehouseyouguyshave

Me:ohwhy?Thanks..

Kim:where'syourfriend?

Takeherwhereyouseeher..myinnerself

screamed..



Itookmyphoneandindeedtherewasatext

fromQ.

"Pleasebabysitkiddoforme,thanksinadvance..

Seeyah"

Me:she'sinherroom..

ItextedQback..

"Youknowshedoesn'tlikeme,whyleaveher

withme?

P.SIdontlikehertoo"

Kim:ok..ummhIwillmakemyselfcomfortable

onthetv,canIpleasehaveorangejuice

Me:inthefridge

Kim:incaseyoudon'trealize,itskindof

disrespectfulfortheguesttoberoaming

aroundtouchingthingstheyarenotfamiliar

with

Me:asyourhostIgiveyouthepermissionto

roamaround..



Kim:ifmomseesyou..shewouldn'tlikeyou

Me:sheain'tmyboyfriend,sisterorshittomeso

Idontexpecthertolikeme

Kim:wheredidyoustealthatlinefrom?

Me:Ithoughtthatwasyourstyle..Dontconfuse

yourselfwithmehun...youdonthaveclass..

JustthenKrisappearedinareddress,bare

backwhichhuggedherbodywell..shestill

lookedbeautifulforsomeonewho'salmostfour

monthspregnant.Thedresswasjustperfect

withredblockheels.

Kris:and?

Me:IthinkI'mturningLesbo..youlookbeautiful

babe

Shesmiledrevealingherdimples.

Kim:hi,I'mKim..Q'ssister..YoumustbeKris..

Me:Bandileswife

Kimflushed,savesyourightwhore!



Kim:youarereallybeautiful

Krissmiled..

Kris:thankyouKim..

Me:Ithoughtyouguysweregoingtohang

aroundhere?

Kris:shejusttextmethatshespickingme

up..wearegoingtosomerestaurant

Me:ohw..youlookbeautiful

Shesmiled

Kris:ok..letmetakemypace..nicemeetingyou

Kim

Kim:likewise

Kriswalkedout..

Kim:she'sreallybeautiful

Me:andnotinyourleague..

Kim:mxm..sothejuice?

Me:youstillstandingthere?



Sheclickedhertoungeasshewalkedout,Idont

haveaproblemwithkimorthefactthatshes

toospoiled..Butwhatirritatesmeisthatshe

thinkseveryoneishermaid..Whatkindofagirl

raisedwithtwoparentsdoesn'tevenknowhow

tocookasimpleegg?Ionceofferedtoteach

herbutthen..she'stoospecialtobedoingthat

kindofshitbecauseohhhermanicurewillget

ruined.Icontinuedcooking,itseemedlikeitwill

beonlymeandherthisafternoonandIknow

nothinggoodwillcomeoutofthis..Atextthen

cameinfromQ..

"Pleasedontkilleachother..Youbothare

specialtomeandnothingwillmakemehappy

thanseeingy'allgetalong,ItalkedtoKim..dont

betoohardonher,shesthatwaybecauseof

howshewasraised"

IputthephoneawayasItookadeepbreathin..

Iwalkedtothesittingroomandshewasbusy

onherphonewhilstholdingtheremote..



Me:hey..ummhwannagoshopping?

Shelookedatmeforawhilebeforeburstingin

laughter..

Her:ok..nicejoke

Me:wecangoforhookey..Qsaysyouplay

hookeyatschool..Iknowabit..hereandthere..

Wecan..ummhgoyouknow

Shelookedatmeagain..

Her:Ithoughtyouhateme..

Me:no..Idon't..Justyourattitudestinks

Her:sodoesyours

Itookadeepbreathtryingtocontrolmymouth..

Me:so?whattoyousay?shoppingandhookey?

WewereIinterruptedbyasoftknockonthe

door,Iwalkedtothedoor..Averybeautiful

womanstoodatthedoor,perfectsmile..even

hersenseofstylewasjustflames.Shesmiled

brightly..



Me:goodmorning

Her:morningDarling,IbelieveKristin

Macverdanaresideshere..

Me:yes,pleasecomein..

Itdidn'ttakememuchtimetorealizeitwas

Bandilesmom..havingamomlikethis

though..shewouldbelookinglikeyoursisterin

thestreet,shewasinaverybeautifulblue

Africanprintdressthathuggedhercurves

perfectly..

Shegotinsidesmilingasever.

Kim:morningMa

Her:Kim..howareyou?longtime..

Kim:yeah..I'mfine

Me:pleasesit,Krisis-

Kristhenwalkedin.

Kris:Ma..

Shesaidastheyhuggedeachother.Itwas



actuallyfunnyhowtheyjustclickedbutthen

thisisKristin..Youcouldjustfeelherwarm

heartfromfar.

Kris:ummhMa,thisismyfriend,Leah,andthats

Kim..Q'ssister..

Her:nicemeetingyourgirls,areyouready?

Kris:yes,Iwillseeyouthen..

ShewalkedoutwithBandilesmombehindher..

Bandilesmom:youlookbeautiful..-

Thenouttheyweregone..

IlookedatKimwhowassmiling..

Me:andthen?

Kim:yourfriendispretty..wecangofor

shopping..

Me:ohGreat!letmefinishup..

Isaidwalkingtothekitchen,atleastifsheacts

likehuman..Imighttolerateher..



.

KRIS

.

Wesatdowninsomefancyrestaurantona

tableshehadbooked.Awaiterthen

immediatelycame.

Waiter:Goodafternoon,we..-

Ivy:justamomentplease..

Thewaiterthenexcusedhimself,shesmiledat

me.Ijustsatthereanxiouslywaitingforwhat

shewantsustotalkabout.

Ivy:howareyou?

Me:I'mfineyou?

Ivy:I'mgood..Pregnancysuitsyou

Ismiled

Ivy:yourmotherdoesn'tknowdoesshe?

Ilookedatherandslowlynodded.



Ivy:yoursituationremindsofBandile,IrealizedI

waspregnantwhenIwas18andworseofallI

wasdoingmymatric.YouknowIfeltlikeitwas

theendoftheroadforme,likemylifewasover

andIknewmyparentsweregoingtokickme

out..thewaytheyweresostrict..Icouldeven

imaginewhattheyweregoingtosayorworse

howthecommunitywasgoingtobelookingat

meorwhattheywillbesayingbehindmyback.

ItwasreallyhardthatIevengottothestage

wereIthoughtofabortionbecauseItoldmyself

Iwon'tbeabletohandleit.I'mproudonthefact

thatyouhavechosentoembracethatbaby.

NowI'mnotsayingthatfallingpregnantwasa

verygoodthingbutwhat'shappenedhas

happenedsodwellingonthepastwon'thelp

anyone.Iknowyouarescared,scaredofhow

yourparentswillreacttothispregnancy..but

theyneedtoknow,youneedthem..familyisthe

onlyunconditionalsupportyouwillevergetno

matterwhat,yestheywillbeangry,andyesthey



willbedisappointedbutthere'snowaytheyare

goingtobeangryforever..Youarehumanand

humansareboundtomakemistakes,your

motherknowsthis..andbecauseyouareher

daughtershewillholdyourhand..wrongorright

shewillbebesideyoubecauseyouareher

pride..

Iwipedawaymytears,IwishedIhadher

confidencerunninginme,butIdidn't..Iwas

scared..howwillIevenstart?

Ivy:youareherdaughter,herchildandyour

happinessbelievemecomesfirsttoher,she

won'tletyoubealoneinthishorribleworld..

Me:she's-she'sgoingtobedisappointed..I

failedher

Ivy:noyoudidn't..Youstillhavealongrace

aheadofyoutorun,thisisnottheend..She's

yourmother,youareherdaughterandshewill

beverytouchedyes,butshesnotgoingtoleave

youalone..shesgoingtostandwithyouI



promisesweetheart..Therearemanytimes

Bandilehasmessedup..buthe'smyson..AndI

knowifIleavehissidenoonewillhavehisside..

He'smyson,andthroughwrongIwillholdhis

handandleadhimintherightdirectionbecause

nooneisperfect,everyonehastheirownflaws..

Inodded

Ivy:yes,youmotherneedstoknow..

Me:doesheknow?

Ivy:hedoes..

Ishutmyeyes,ofcausehedoes..Iwipedmy

tear..

Heknows..

.

Isatonmybed,atypedagain..

"I'msorryIhavedisappointedyou,nowordscan

starttoexplainhowsorryIam..

Ierasedthesentence.WhatIvysaidamonth



agomademetothinkhard.Shedeservedto

know..Ihadtotellherbutwheretostart?Iwas

hopingthatsinceIvysaidBandile

knows,maybe..hemightcallmeor..afterIsent

himtojail?..maybehe'sangryand..hatesme.I

rememberthelasttimewetalked..

"Imissyou"

"Imissyoutoo"

"whenareyoucomingout?"

"soon..Iloveyou"

"Iloveyoutoo"

Helovesme,hedoesn'thateme..

"Kris!Pleasecorporatewithme,I'mnotgoingto

letyougotojailformysins..Iloveyoutoo

muchtoeventhinkaboutdoingthattoyou..its

me..Itsallme,wewillsticktothisstatementno

matterwhat..areweclear?"

Istoodupandwalkedtothesink,washedface

thenfinallytookmyphoneanddialedher



number..Iwasprayingshedoesn'tpickupbut

shedid..Myheartwasreadytoleapout..

Her:baby

Me:mommy

Her:howareyoudoingbaby?

Me:I'mgoodyou?

Her:I'mok,Imissyou

Me:imissyoumore..Imissyousomuch..

Isaidfeelingemotionalalloveragain.

Her:areyouok?

Me:yes..youaregoingtohatemeforwhatI'm

abouttosay..

Her:youscaringme..what'swrong?

Me:I'mreallysorry..IknowI'ma

disappointment..Pleasejustfinditinyourheart

toforgiveme

Iwipedmytears..



Her:babybualenna..gorileng?keagorataandI

cannever..neverhateyou..talktome

Me:I'm..I'm..I..

Her:Jehovah!Krispleasetalktome

Icouldn'tsuppressthesobanymore,itwasjust

chokingme.

Me:I'm..I'm-i'mpreg-pregnant

Iheldmybreathandlistenedtoher,shewas

silent..Didshehateme?

Me:Mama?I'msorry..

Isaidhangingup,Ilookedatmyselfonthe

mirror..Shesjustdisappointed..Shewillcome

around..Yes..no..sheHatesme..Alotof

thoughtsraninmymindthatIhitthemirror

hardwithmyhandthatitcrackedandthats

whenIrealizedIhadcutmyhand..mybaby..

.

Carefullyhebandagedmyhand,notinflicting



morepainonmyhand.

Him:itwasjustaminorcut..youwillfine

Me:Iwasn'ttryingtohurtmyself..Iwouldnever

trytohurtmybabypurposely

Him:Iknow..believeme,how'sthepain?

Me:thepainkillerisdoingitsjob

Him:good..wedontwantyouinpain

Me:yeah..thankyou

Him:itsmyjobafterall,butputtingasidebeinga

doc,I'mbeingKhanyarightnow..thisisnotgood

foryou..orthebabyeither..Iwishtomakeit

stopbecauseIcan'treallybareseeingyoulike

this..howfarareyou?

Me:goingto5months..amIhuge?

Helaughed..

Him:nah..youareperfect

Me:youarejustsayingthattoearnpointsfor

yourselfright?



Hechuckled..

Him:no..I'msayingitbecauseitsthetruth

Me:canIgo?

Him:ifyoutellmewhathappened..

Me:thisisnotwhatdoctor'sdo

Him:areyousure?

Me:I'mnotlettinganythingout

Him:thenyouwilljustlieonthatbed

Isighed..

Me:I'mstartingtothinkIhateyou

Him:ohwreally..Ifeelopposite

Me:I'mout!

Isaidstandingup.

Him:wait..haveyoudoneultrasound?

Me:no..notyet

Him:Idontminddoingit.



Me:butyounota..whateveryoucallthe

pregnancydoc

Him:Iknow..come

Hetookmyhandwewalkeddownthecorridor

untilwegottothisotherroom.Heledmeinside

andtherewasanotherdoctorinside.

Khanya:yohPrincebusy?

Theguyturnedandsmiled..

Prince:nah

Khanya:canIhave2minutes

Prince:yahsure

Khanya:comelieonthisbed

Iwalkedtothebedandlaydown..

Hewalkedsomewhereandcameback.

Khanya:thisisgoingtobe..justalilcoldbutI

needyoutoraiseyouTshirt.

IwaswearingoneofBandilesT-shirts,atleast



itfitwellthanmostofmyclothes.

Iliftedit,revealingmytummy,thenheapplied

somethingcoldonmytummy.Afterawhilewe

werebothlookingatthescreen.

Khanya:ok..we'vegatthelegs..Rightthere,then

thetinyhands..Youwannaknowthesex?

Me:ummmhyeah..

Khanya:ok...its...God!

Me:everythingok?

Khanya:yeah..

HecontinuedforawhilelookingforthesexI

guess..

Khanya:ohhtherewego..itsashe

Ismiledwipingmytearsandafewmoments

laterwewerehearingtheheartbeat.

Khanya:Iwillgiveyouyourscanphotos..And

wedone..

Hewipedawaythegelthenmademesitonthe



bed.

Khanya:thebabyisok,she'shealthybutthere's

onlyoneproblem..

Me:whatisit?

Khanya:she'sbreach,shesnotintheright

positionbutthenyouarestillat20weekssoit

canstillchange

Me:andifshedoesn't?

Khanya:wemighttrytoputherinpositionor

perfomac-section

Inodded..

Khanya:howareyoufeeling?

Me:Idontknow..I'm..Ifeel..excited

.

IviewedthebabyvestIwasholding,thiswould

fither,Ithenputitintheshoppingbasketthen

walkedaround.

Khanya:lookwhatIfound..



Ilookedatthelittlesandalshewasholding..

Me:socute

Khanya:yeahIknow

Hethrewtheminthebasket..

Me:Bandilewouldflipifheeverseesthis

Khanya:he'snothere,Ifeellikehecontrolsyou

toomuch

Me:hedoesn't..Hejustdislikessomestaffand

itsnormal

Khanya:ohhyeahlikeyourfriends..Doallyour

friendsgothroughsomeinterviewwithhim

Me:stopit

Khanya:Ican'thelpbuttowonderbutthenI

realizedhesscaredbecauseyoudefinatlynot

histype..girlslikeyouhardlygiveguyslikehim

asecondglance

Me:Ilovehim

Khanyasmiled..



Khanya:thatcanstillchange..let'sgo

Wewalkedtothetill.

.

Me:thankyoufortoday

Khanya:itsmypleasure..takecareofprincess

Hesaidlookingatmytummy.

Me:yes..

Heleanedtowardsme,Ilookedasidebutthat

didn'tstophim.Heplantasoftkissonmy

cheek..

Khanya:seeyouaround..

Thenoffhewasgone,Itookadeepbreath.I

shouldn'thaveletthathappen.Irubbedmyface

thengotinmycaranddrovehome.Arriving

homeLeahwasinfrontofthetv.

Me:hey

Her:hey..



Igotinandsatdown..

Her:whathappenedtoyourhand?

Me:Igothurt..lookwhatIbought..

IsaidtakingoutthebabyclothesIbought

Her:ohhhthatscute

Shecameandsatbesidesmeandwelookedat

theclothestogether.

Her:theyaresotiny

Me:Iknow..

Her:yourmomcalled

Ilookedather..

Me:ummh..whatdidshesay?

Her:shewantstotalktoyou

Me:ohw..

Her:youtoldher?

Me:yeah..Ididanultrasound



Her:really?Soit'sa?

Me:agirl..butKhanyasaysshe'sbreach

Her:Khanya?

Me:IwenttothehospitalwhenIthishappened..

Andthenaftertreatingmewewenttodoan

ultrasound

Her:andIbetyouwentbabyshoppingtogether?

Me:itsnotlikeIcheat

Her:ohhsohewannabebuddies?

Me:canIbreath?

Her:youwantoxygenafteryouwerebusy

playinghappyfamilywithsomeone'sbabywith

anotherguy?

Ilaughed..

Me:Idontknowwhyyouaretripping

Her:can'tyouseeanythingwrongwithwhatyou

aredoing?



Me:itwasinnocent

Her:wow!innocent..

Me:ummhIwillgoputthisinmyroom.

Iwalkedtomyroomthenputtheshopping

bagsonthefloorandlookedatthecracked

mirror.Itookmytowelandwipedawaythe

bloodfromthemirrorandsomefewdropson

thefloor.

AfterdoingthatIpickedmyphonefromthe

floor..Thereweremorethan10missedcalls

frommom,AlexandSam.Justthenacallfrom

Alexgotin,IhesitatedansweringbutthenIhate

itwhentheyworry.

Me:hey

Alex:ohhGod!finally..Wewereworried

Me:I'mfine

Alex:Ireallycan'tbelieveI'mgoingtobe

someone'saunt



Me:how'smom?

Alex:worried..Shesaysyouthinkshehatesyou

butshedoesn't

Me:where'sshe?

BeforeshecouldrespondIheardmom'svoice

inthebackground..

Mom:itsher?letmetalktoher

Mom:hello

Me:hello

Shesighedaudibly..

Mom:thankGod..babyareyouok?

Me:yes

Mom:Ican'tcometheretodaybutIwillbe

comingonTuesday..Howfarareyou?

Me:20weeks..

Mom:isthiswhyyoudidn'tcomehomelast

holiday?



Ikeptquite,notevenknowinghowtorespond..

Mom:where'sbabydaddy?

Me:he..he's..therejustummhwentona

businesstrip

Mom:I'mnotgoingtosayI'mnotdisappointed,

Iam.ButIdon'thateyou,Icanneverhateyou.

TherewerealotoftimeswereIwishedyou

wouldtalktomebecauseyouseemtobottlea

lotofstuff..andIwishyoutoldmesoon.Iwill

talktoyourfatherandseeawayforwardasa

familybutyouarestillyoungformarriage..So

heshouldknowthatandpayfordamagesbut

marriage..Nyaa

Me:I'mreallysorry

Mom:wewilltalkwhenIgettherebutrightnow

Samiscoming..Iloveyou

Me:memore..

Thenshehungup.ItookadeepbreathasIlay

onmybed.



.

BANDILE

.

Ithrewthepicturesonthefloorasangertook

over.

Me:thefuck?

Q:willyoufuckencalmdown!

Me:howthefuckis..Shesbusywhoringaround

withmybabyandIshouldcalmdown?

Seth:that'snotwhoring..shesfindingcompany..

Sometimespregnantwomantendtogetlonely

Ichuckledunbelievably

Me:he'sevendoingbabyshopping..Formy

child..Iswearifhe'sfatherwasn'tmyclient..I

wouldhavekilledhim

Seth:youshouldhavejustwenttoseeher..I

meanyougotoutofjaillastweek..andnowyou

arestalkingher



Qchuckled

Q:honestlyIsodon'twanttobeyourightnow..

Seth:she'slookinghotterthanhowyoulastsaw

herright?

Igavehimoneglance..

Seth:justsaying..QI'mout,can'tbehanging

aroundniggaswhocatchfeelings

QlaughedasSethwalkedout..

Q:andohhSamcalled..He'snothappy

Me:Idon'tgiveafuckeitherway..

Igrabbedmycarkeysandstoodup.

Me:IthinkitstimeIgiveheravisit

Q:goodluck..youwillneedit

.

KRIS

.

ThateveningimmediatelyafterweateIwentto



sleep,myfeetwereevenhurtingme.SlowlyI

slippedintoapeacefulsleepbutgotwokenup

bythatfeelingofbeingwatched.Igrabbedmy

phonebesidesmeanditwasaround2a.m.The

airthatfilledthewiththesmellofnicotine.

QuicklyIswitchedonthelampbesidemybed

andhewasthere,seatingatmystudytable

smoking.Myheartstartedbeatingfast..forthe

firsttimesincehegotarrestedIwasseeing

him,hestilllookedhot..orevenhotter.He'seyes

burntmyskin.Istoodupandwenttoswitchthe

mainlightsoIseehimclearly.Hewasseated

onmytable,whilehisfeetwhereonthechair.

Hejustkeptquiteandlookedatme,his

expressionnumb.

Me:I'mhappyyouarehere

Hekeptquiteforawhileashepuffed..

Him:areyou?

Histonewasn'ttheoneheusuallyuseswith

me,thatsentallthealarmsringing.



Me:ofcause

Henoddedslightly..

Him:who'sbabyisthat?

Ilaughed..

Me:whatdoyoumeanwho'sbabyisthis?

Him:Imeanjustthat

Ichuckled..

Me:itsourbaby..

Isaid,tryingtocontainmyself..

Him:really?

Hesaidwithhiseyebrowraised..

Ikeptquitelookingathimunbelievably.

Him:areyousureitsmybaby?

Me:getout!

Hegotdownfromthetableandwalkedtowards

me..



Him:sowenayoudobabyshoppingformybaby

withsomeniggaoutthere,kisseachotherand

shit..lifeisgoodhuh?itsgoodtobeyou

Me:Bandilethatwasinnocent..YouknowIcan

neverhurtyoulikethat

Him:itwon'tbeyourfirsttimedoingshitlike

that

Me:Ithoughtwewereoverthat

Him:youandwho?

Me:I'msorry..Ireallyam..Iloveyou

Him:I'mstartingtodoubtthat,busywhoring

aroundwithmybaby!

Itookadeepbreathwipingmytears..

Me:stopit

Him:ohreally?

Me:younevercalled..

Him:reasonforyoutobefuckingwithmychild



Me:I'mnot..

Him:heywena!dontyoudare

Me:he'sjustaFriend..

Him:friendswhokisseachother?

Me:Bandile..

Him:andhowdoIknowitsnotthefirsttime

Me:youfuckingnuts!heshalfthemanyouare-

Igotcutoffbyalightingslapthatsentme

straighttothefloor..Istoodup,holdingmy

tearsback,Iwillnotbethatweakinfrontofhim.

Me:feelbetternow?

Hestoodtherelookingatmeshowingnoregret

whatsoever..

Me:getout..Ineverwannaseeyou..ever!you

pieceofshit!

Iopenedthedoorgesturinghimout..

Me:ifyoudontgetout..Iwillreportyourassto



thepolice

Him:ohhrunthenyouseemtoforgetwhoIam

Me:getout!

Iscreamedwithtearscascading,justthenLeah

walkedoutfromherroom..

Her:Kris..

ShelookedatBandile..

Me:canyougo?Ithinkyouhavesaidenough

Heclickedhistoungeashewalkedout..

Iwalkedtothekitchen,tookaglassand

smasheditontheground.

Me:Ihatehim...

LeahembracedmetightlyasIcried..Nottothe

painofmycheekbutthepaininmyheart.This

isnotwhatIexpected..Thingsjusttooka

downfall..

.
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.

ImusthavefallenasleepbecauseIwokeupon

Leah'sbed,withablanketontopofme.Isatup

straightthenrubbedmycheek.Everythingthat

happenedyesterday..Wasjustunbelievable.

"I'msorry..Ireallyam..Iloveyou"

"I'mstartingtodoubtthat,busywhoringaround

withmybaby!"

Iblinkedawaymytears,isitmyfault?Ofcause

itis..I'mtheonewhoalwaysfuckthingsup..

"itwon'tbeyourfirsttimedoingshitlikethat"

Himgoingtojailwasme..ifIdidn'tsayshit..He



wouldn'thaveslappedme..I'mnotthegirlfor

him..IwipedawaymytearsasImadeupmy

mind.MyeyesmetLeah'swhowasstandingby

thedoorholdingamug.

Me:ain'tyousupposedtobeinschool?

Her:Ionlyhaveonelessonlaterthisday..And

youdontworry..youdontgavealessontoday

Me:yeah..

Her:Imadeyouhotchocolate..

Shesaidwalkingtowardsmeandhandingme

themug.

Me:thankyou

Her:heshouldhaveneverraisedhishandatyou

Me:hewasangry..hehadeveryrighttobe

Her:still..itdoesn'tmakeitok

Me:heshouldn'tbedealingwithmyshit..He

justgotreleased

Her:hewillcomearound



Me:no..Iwanttosethimfree..it'sclearenough

thatweareincompatible..I'mnotthegirlfor

him

Shelookedatme..

Her:canIjustblameitonthehormones?You

guysarecrazyabouteachother..

Me:Ihurthim..Icouldsee,it'sheartbreakingbut

itsthetruthandweallknowit..wenotforeach

other..I'mgoingtosethimfree..

Her:ifthatshowyoufeelthenwellIcan'tstop

you

Me:yeah..wewilldiscusshowwewillco-parent

Lethabile,apartfromthatIdontthinkwecanbe

anythingelse

Her:Lethabile..nicename

Me:yeah..thisbabyismyhappiness,outof

everythingIdontregretnottakingtheshot..

Her:yeahwhataboutsecondname?



Me:Idontknow..I'msureBandilewillfinda

name..I'mtiredofbeingselfish..

Her:ok..

Me:Iwanttotakearun..

Isaidstandingup..

.

Iranforabout10minutes,mybodycouldn'tdo

moresoIsatonthenearestbench.Iclosedmy

eyesasIleanedbackonthebench,andthats

whenIfeltthemovementinmytummy.Quickly

Iopenedmyeyeswithmyhandonmytummy

already,shewaskicking.Inmyownimaginary

world,IalwayspicturedBandilebesidesme.

Iwipedawaymytears,thiswasjustso

emotional.

Me:mommyanddaddycan'tbetogether,wenot

goodforeachother..Youagreeright?

AfterawhileIwalkedbackhome,slowlyletting

thecoldmorningbreezehitmyskinsoftly.The



momentIgothome,Samwassittingonthe

couchwithhiseyesonmine.Hestoodupand

cametohugme.

Him:hey

Me:hey

Helookedatme..

Him:youarefat

Me:yeah

Him:reallyfat

Ichuckled.

Me:fuckyou!

Him:where'sthebasturd?

Ishrugged..

Him:Iheardhe'sout

Me:yeah..whendidyouarrive?

Him:lastnight..

Me:wantanythingtoeat?



Him:nah..I'mgood,IwanttoseeBandile.When

ishepayingthedamages?orworseyourdiary?

Me:therewon'tbemeandBandileanymore..

Webreakingup

Helaughed..

Him:really?

Me:yeah..

Him:younotjoking?

Me:I'mserious

Him:wow!neverthoughtIwouldseethisday..

Me:yeah..letmeshower..

Him:yeah..Iwilltakeyououtforbreakfast

Iwenttotakeashower,thenchangedintoa

simpleblackdresswithpumps.

Him:howfarareyou?

Me:5months

Him:momsaysbabiesareblessingsfromGod



Me:yeah..let'sgo,I'mstarving

Wewalkeddowntothegarage,tohiscar.

Me:youchangedtheAustinMartin'scolour?

Him:blackwasjustordinary..

Heopenedthedoorformeanddrovetosome

restaurant.

Him:how'sschool?

Me:schoolisok..Didyoufindajob?

Him:yeah..butImightmovetoLondon

Me:tiredofAfrica?

Him:yeah..

Me:Ithoughttherewasagirl

Him:shesthere..ifImanagetomoveus

abroad..IwillwifeherbecauseI'mtiredof

sneaking

Me:thats..goodonyoursideIguess

Him:yeah..



Wegotoffthecarandwalkedinsidethe

restaurant.Wewalkedtoatable..

Sam:whatdoyouwant..

Hesaidhandingmethemenu..

Me:ummhFrenchtoastandBaconwilldowith

chocolatemuffinsasideandcoffee..and

omelette

Sam:thatsalo..-

He'ssentencegotcutoff,Ilookedwerehewas

lookingandBandilewassittingontheother

table..WithMaxandsome2girls.Themoment

he'seyesmetmineIlookedaway.

Sam:thefuck?

Me:let'sgo

Sam:go?kantewhatexactlyisgoingon?

Me:hefoundreplacementnowlet'sgo

Sam:Ineedtotalkwithhim..

Me:no..pleaselet'sgo



Sam:thisisnotover

Hestoodupandhelpedmestandup.Igave

Bandileonelastglancebeforewalkingout,the

blondethatwassittingbesideshimwasbusy

hoveringalloverhimbuthehadhiseyeson

mine.Myhearthurt,Iblinkedawaymytearsas

wewalkedtothecar.

Me:she'swhite..abeautifulwhitegirl

Isaidaswefinallydroveaway..

Him:youarebestthingthathaseverhappened

tohim,hewillregretit..

Me:itsme..Itsnothim

Hedrovetoanotherrestaurantwerewehad

breakfast.Hespenttherestofthedaywith

me,andweendeduplookingatsomefew

houses.BecauseofthebabyI'mgoingtoneed

anewhouse,abitbiggerthantheflat.Sam

droppedmeathomelaterthatdayandwentto

Hishotel.



Hewastootiredtojoinfordinner,accordingto

himIdrainedallhisenergy.

Gettingintheflat,Leahwasn'tinsoIfigured

she'swithQ.IputthetakeawaysSambought

forusonthetableasIwenttotakeashower.

Afterchangingintomynighty,Ithoughtabout

today.SeeingthatBlondegirlonhim..Her

handsalloverhim.Ihadnorighttofeeljealous

whatsoever,Ishouldbehappybecauseatleast

hedoesn'thavetodealwithmeanymore.

QuicklyIchangedintosomesweatpantsandan

oversizedhoodiewithpushins,thengrabbedhis

AMGC63carkeys,Ihadn'tgaveitbackyetbut

nowitwasabouttime.IwasevengladInever

tooktheLamborghinifromhishousebecauseI

amnevergoingtotakeiteitherway.Ilocked

thehouseandwenttohiscarthendrovetohis

house.GettingthereIparkedhiscaroutside

thenwalkedtothedoorcontemplating

knockingorjustgettinginsidebutIjustsettled

forknockingbecauseIcouldseethelights



wereonsohewasprobablyhome.Iknockeda

coupleoftimesuntilthedoorwasfinally

openedbysomegirl,hada32inchweave,was

dresseduponlyinhisshirtandwassmelling

hisscentalloverher.Hercurvesandthighs

werefullyexposed,shewasperfect.

Her:hi

Me:hey,ummhisBandilein?

Her:whatbusinessdoyouhavewithhim?

Me:ohhI'mKris,andIhadcometodrophiscar

hear

Shelookedatmefromheadtotoe.

Her:theex?

Theex..tellherKris..

Me:yes..tellhimIdroppedhiscarandhecan

keeptheLamborghini

Her:ok

Igaveherthecarkeys



Me:thankyou..

Iwalkedtothegatebutonlycamebackmidway,

shewasstillstandingthere.

Me:andgivethistohim

Igaveherhishousekeys,andthegate

controllingremote.

Me:yeah

ThenIwalkedout,asIdidthatIcalled

Joseph,mychauffeur.

Joseph:MissMacverdana

Me:hiJoseph..IthinkIneedalift.

IgavehimBandileshomeaddressandIstood

besidesBandilesgatewaitingforhim.AsI

stoodthere,IcouldsmellhisColognebecause

itwasabitstrongerthistimearoundandwas

intoxicatingme.Ilookedbesidesmeandhe

stoodthere.Upperbodywasshirtless,revealing

hisabsandtattoos.Ididn'thavetoscanforthe

tattoostofindmyname.Itwasjustonhis



chest,outstanding.Myeyesflickedbacktohis

face,hewasholdingsomefrozenmixedveggies

onhischeekandhismouthhadaslightcut.My

caringinstinctskickedinbutmypridewouldn't

letmetakeastepcloser..hehasthatgirlinside

thehouse,shewilltakecareofhim.

Me:Ibroughtbackyourcarandhousekeys.

Him:I'msorry

Inodded..

Me:Iunderstand..Youcankeepthe

Lamborghini

Him:itsyourbirthdaypresent,it'syoursbabe

Me:yesbutyoucankeepit,mymotheris

coming.Shesaysyouhavetopaydamages

Him:Iknow..

Helookedatme,morelikeanalysingme.

Me:itsyourchild..youtheonlyoneIhaveever

sleptwith.



Him:Iactedlikeajerkyesterday..

Me:itsok..I'mnotsainteither,wejustnot

compatible

Him:dontsaythat

Hecameandstoodbesidesmethrowingthe

mixesveggiesdown.Itlookedlikehadbeen

punchedanditwasquitebad.

Him:I'mreallysorry

Me:youdeserve..Someonebetter.Notme,and

itcanneverbeme.Ithinkwecancomeupwith

somearrangementforthebaby.

Him:what'sthegender?

Me:itsashe..Thedoctorsaiditsbreachsoifit

doesn'tmovetotherightpositiontheymightdo

aC-section.

Him:whendidyoufindout?

Me:yesterday..Iwillmakesureyoureceive..

Theultrasoundpictures.



Justthenshemovedagain.QuicklyItookhis

handsohefeelsittoo.

Him:wow!Isitalwayslikethis?

Hesaidgrinning..

Me:no..itsthesecondtimeactually

Igotstartledbythecarhooter,Ilookedatthe

caranditwasJoseph.

Me:okbye

Ididn'tgivehimachancetorespondIrushedto

Josephwhothendroveaway.

Him:goodeveningmam

Me:hiJoseph

Hedrovetomyhouse,andparkedinthegarage.

Me:thankyou

Him:I'mjustdoingwhatimpaidfor.

IgiggledasIgotoutandwalkedtotheelevator.

GettingintheflatItookthetakeawayand



warmedit.IateaswatchedTv.AftereatingI

retiredtobed.Thefollowingday,Iwokeabit

early,Ihadamorninglesson.ImetAveasIgot

intheclass,herandIweren'treallysocloselike

wewerebefore.Eventhoughwedotalkbutit

wasn'tthesameanymore.

Ave:hey

Me:hi

Ave:how'slilbabythere?

Me:she'sfine

Ave:thatsgreat..heywannacatchlunchtoday?

Me:I'mmeetingupwithNono

OkthatwasaliebutIcouldalwayscheckon

heratwork.

Ave:ohhok..

Wesatdownaswewaitedforthelecturerto

come.Wehadalreadyappliedforinternships

fornextyear.



AsIsatthere,atextcameinfromQ.Inevertalk

toQthatmuchunlesswearetalkingabout

LeahorBandile.

"Hey,ummhcanwemeetup..let'ssayaround

1800hrs"

QuicklyIresponded..

"Mylastlessonendsat1600hrs,soyeah"

"Ohhifitendsatfour,howaboutjustafterit..I

willbeattherestaurantnearyourschool

waiting*

"ok"

Iputmyphoneasidewonderingwhyhewould

wanttomeetup..maybeitsLeahorhewantsto

talkabouthisfriend.Itookanuneasybreath..

Thelecturercameafterawhileandwe

continuedonthelesson.AroundLunchIdrove

toSIRITOUREconstruction

company(STCC).Sometimesievenwonderhow

Bandilecameupwiththename.Mynextlesson



wasgoingtostartatthreesoIstillhadtime.I

boughtpizzaalongwaywithsomesoftdrinks.

ArrivingthereIwalkedstraighttoheroffice.

Shewasbusyonherlaptopthatshedidn'teven

recognizemeatthedooruntilIclearedmy

throat.

Me:helloooo!

Her:ohmyGod!Lookwho'shere..hey

Igotinandsatdown.

Me:busy?

Her:MrThulaniiscoming..Ireallydontwantto

getfiredforincompletework.Everythinghasto

beinorderbecausethere'sgoingtobea

meetingin45minutes.

Me:isn'tStevesupposedtobetheonedoing

thefiring?

Her:MrThulaniownsthebiggestchunkinthis

companysopracticallyhehastheupperhand

Me:thatsmessedup..anywayIcamewith



lunch..thoughtwecouldeattodaytogether..

Shesmiled..

Her:thanks..I'msohungryrightnow..

Shesaidgrabbingonecanandopeningit.

Me:how'severythinghere?

Her:withoutyouitsboring..Can'twaitforyour

nextholiday..

Me:itsin2monthsandIwillbe7months

pregnant

Her:shame..howareyouthough?Andbaby

daddy..hasheshowedupyet?

IneverreallytoldNonothatitsBandile

Thulani,herboss.Ican'thaveherthinkIwas

fuckingmybossallalong.

Me:yeah..

Her:thatsgreathey..

Me:mhhm



Istartedeatingwithhertellingmeaboutthe

workgossip.

Her:ohhshegotfiredwithinaweek

Me:thenewP.AafterAve?

Her:yeah..shewastooclumsy..plusAvewas

kindofgoodsosheleftshoestoobigtobe

filled..

Me:wow!andyou?youmanaging?alone?

Her:yeah..Butitsometimesgetsabitheavyso

theyincreasedmypay..

Me:yougogirl!

Her:yeah..Ievenboughtanewcar..

Me:thatsgreat..

Her:yeahandi-

Shewascutoffbythephoneringing.She

pickeditupthenplaceditbackaftersome

seconds.

Me:what'swrong?



Her:MrThulaniishere..God!I'mnervous

Shestoodup...

Me:justrelax

Her:haveyoueverseenhim..he'scuteandall

buthegatthe"don'tfuckwithmewhore"face

Ilaughed,Ihardlysawthat,shesatdown..

Me:ohhok..byethen

Her:don'tlaugh..Imightgetfired..Heoncefired

thisotherreceptionistwehadbecauseshe

directedacalltothewrongdepartment..

Me:what?

Her:yes..hewaslike"howaboutyoudirectyour

assout"andIwasthere,withmyheartbeating

fastlikethisniggathough!

Ilaughed..

Me:nowrunalong..youmight-

Shethenstoodup..



Her:goodafternoonSir

Iturnedtowhoshewasgreeting,anditwas

Bandile..Rockinginhiscasualwear.Nonowas

evenshaking.

Istoodup..

Me:seeyouaround

Igotmybagandwalkedtothedoorwherehe

wasstandingbuthedidn'tmoveainch.

Me:canIpleasepass?

Hewalkedinsidemakingmestepbackthen

lookedatNono.

Him:aminute..

Nononoddedthenwalkedoutfastlikeshe

wasn'twearingheels.

Me:I'mgonnabelateformynextlesson

Him:there'sstillplentyoftimetillthree

Ikeptquiteandjustlookedathim..



Him:Ihaveregisteredyouinaprivatecompany

whereyouwillalwaysdoyourcheckups

Me:there'snothingwrongwiththeprivate

hospitalIgoto

Him:youmightnothaveaproblemwithit,butI

do

Me:andwhatexactlyisyourproblem?

Him:youknowexactlywhatmyproblemis..can

Ipleasehaveasayonmyunbornbaby?

Me:ok..ifthat'swhatyouwantFINE!

Him:yeah..andthecar..-

Me:youkeepingyourcar..I'mnottakingit

Him:Kris..

Me:no..don'tKrisme..nokeepyourcar..matter

offactkeepeverything,Iwillseeyour

doctor..canInowpleasego?Youhavea

meetingtoattendto

Him:youmakemesoweak..



Hemumbled..

Me:I'mreallysorryIdidn'ttellyouaboutthe

pregnancy..ButIdidn'twanttostressyou

furthermore..

Him:soifIwassentencedforlifeinjail..you

werejustgoingtokeeplyingtome?

Me:Iwasgoingtotellyou..andifyouwere

sentencedtolifeinjailwereyoustillgoingto

keepmeaway?

Him:IdidthatbecauseIdidn'twantyouto

comeclosetoaprison..Anddrawing

unnecessaryattention

Me:ohhwellgoodforyoubecauseitdidn't

seemlikethattome..itjustseemedliketypical

Bandileshuttingmeoutasalways..Itsyour

styleafterall

Him:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:itssupposedtomeanjustthat..everyone

knewwhereyouwereexpectme..ME!



Him:Idontthinkthisisgoodforthebaby

Me:wellthenIbettergetgoing!donttalktome

unlessitsaboutthebaby

Isaidwalkingout.IwipedmytearsasIwalked

out,ignoringeveryeyethatwasonme.Getting

tomycarIdrovetoschool.Istillhad20

minutestillmylessonsoIjuststayedinthecar

tryingtocalmdown.Theheadachewas

beginningtoform,quicklyIlookedformy

migrainesbutIcouldn'tfindthembutratherI

foundpainkillers.

Me:thiswillhavetodo..

Itook2ofthemthenjustclosedmyeyesasI

feltitgetworsebytheminute.

AfterawhileIgotoutofthecar,andcarefully

walkedtomynextlesson.Isatatthefrontto

avoidstrainingmyselffurther.Thewhole

lecturemymindwasn'tinplace,Iwasjusttrying

tofightthemigraineaway.Afterthelesson

immediatelyIdrovetotherestaurantwereQ



saidweshouldmeetup.GettingthereI

searchedarounduntilmyeyescaughthishand

ashewavedmeover.Iwalkedthereandsat

down.

Him:hey

Me:hi

Him:longday

Me:youwon'tbelieve

Him:howareyoudoing?

Me:didhesendyou?

Him:nah..hedoesn'tevenknowI'mhere

Me:I'mgood

Him:buthedidtellmewhathappened

Me:wellgoodforwhoever

Him:heshouldn'thaveraisedhishandonyou

Me:Ishouldn'thavekeptthepregnancyfrom

him



Him:still..looknowwhathappened

Me:whathappened?

Him:youareleavinghim..youtheonlygood

thingthathaseverhappenedtohim

Me:itsforthebest..Bestforhimandme

Him:forhimnah..itsgoingtokillhim,heloves

youalittletoomuch

Me:Ilovehimtoo..Somuchforthatmatter..I

knowImessedup..andI'mreallyreallysorryfor

that.IfeltdeadinsidebeforeIfoundoutthat

therewasababy..itwasntreallyexcitingthe

minuteIfoundoutbutlateronitjustwas

somethingIlookedforwardto.IknowIshould

havetoldhimbutIthoughthehadalottodeal

with,andIknowIwasselfish.Lord!WhenIsaw

himlastnight..IhadmixedemotionsbutIwas

glad..Ineededjusthishug,Ineededhimtelling

meeverythingisgoingtobeok..but..

IshookmyheadasIclumsilywipedawaymy



tears.

Me:Iguesswenotmeanttobe

Him:hewasjustangry..youhangoutwith

someonehedoesn'tlike..andyouknowit

too..hewasmadandupset..Imagineifitwas

youinhisshoes..whatwouldyouhavedone?

IshruggedasIwipedawaymytears..

Me:Idon'tknow..Ihavehurthimenough..He

neverreallygotoverwhathappenedwith

Venus..Andnowthis..I'msettinghimfree..he's

goingtobefineonceherealizesIwasnothing

butanunwantedcomplicationinhislife

Him:he'snevergoingtorealizethat..allthats

goingtooccupyhismindisthatheruined

things,probablythebestthingthathasever

happenedtohim..butanywayI'mnothereto

discussthat..

Me:ummhok

Him:yeah..Leah'sbirthdayisin2months



Me:planningsomething?

Him:wellyeah..butIthoughtwecouldplan

together

Me:thisisgoingtobefun

Him:yeah..Ihaveanidea..

Me:welllet'shearit..

.

Iwalkedinathomeataround1800hrs,the

headachewasbetternowbecauseIdrank

2morepills.

GettinginsideIwaswelcomedbythearomaof

foodatthedoorbutIwasntcreallyhungry.Q

hadboughtmefoodwhilewediscussedLeah's

birthday.

Me:I'mhome!

LeahcameoutfromthekitchenasIsatdown

onthecouch.

Her:hey..Ididn'tseeyouatschool



Me:ohhIatelunchatSTCC..

Sheraisedhereyebrow..

Me:withNono

Her:ohw..anywayagiftcameforyoutoday..

Shewentinherroomthencanebackwitha

big,verybigteadybear..I'msureitwouldtake

halfspaceinmybed

Me:from?

Her:Idontknow..butmyguessisBandile

Shehandittome,togetherwiththecard.Itwas

writtenIloveyouatitschest.Iopenedthecard,

itwasBandile.

"Idontknowwhattosayorwheretoevenbegin.

I'mreallysorryforeverything..Iloveyouso

much..youmightnotrealizeitbutIdo.Ifus

breakingupisgoingtomakeyouhappythenso

beit..pleasetakecareofourbaby.Itstheonly

thingthatmattersrightnow"



Iputasidethecard..

Leah:and?

Me:wehaveofficiallybrokenup

Her:youknowIactuallythoughtthatasalways

youguysweregoingtomakeup

Me:notthistimearound..

.

IsatonthecouchwithSamavoidingmy

motherandfatherseyesatallcost.

Mom:whathappenedisadisappointment,but

wearemovingpastthat.Wearegoingto

embracethisbaby,becauseit'sablessing.Asa

familywearegoingtostandbyyoursidepast

this.

Dad:yes,wewillofferyouthebeatsupport

ever..thoughyoucomingtoschoolhere..wasa

badmistakeandwehavetorectifyit..

Me:youaremovingme?



Dad:assoonasyougivebirth

Me:whataboutmychild?

Dad:yourmomwilltakecareofitasyoufocus

onyourschoolwork..

Me:no!no!that'snotgoingtohappen..IfI'm

moving..I'mgoingtotakemychildwith

Mom:Kristin!

Me:Isaidno!I'mtakingherwithme

Dadsighed..

Mom:ok..youwilltakethebabywith

IexhaledasIcalmeddown..

Mom:ok..there'sgoingtobeameetingwiththe

eldersin2weeksandyourboyfriendselders

hastocomeandpayforyourdamages

Dad:yeah

Samsqueezedmyhand.

Istoodupandwalkedtothekitchen,withSam



behindme.

Him:thatwentwell..

Me:yeah..Idon'tknowhowBandileisgoingto

feelaboutthedistancebetweenhischildand

him

Him:he'sgoingtobefine..

Me:thisisalsohischildifyoudontrealize

Him:Ithoughtyouguysbrokeup..he'sbusy

bangingwhores

Me:itdoesn'tmatter..IfeelheshouldAlsohave

asayinhisunbornbaby'slife

Him:wellthatcanbediscussedatthe

meeting..hereallydidn'tdeserveyou

Me:canwenowtalkaboutsomethingelse?

Him:yeah..where'sLeah?

Me:withherboyfriend..ItsaSaturdayandshe

wantedtogiveusspace

Him:herboyfriend?



Me:yeah..wereyouseriousaboutmovingto

London?

Him:yeah..

Me:withyourgirl?

Him:yeah

Me:what'sshesaying?

Him:sheagrees..

Me:where'sAlex..Imeanwho'sshewith?

Him:atmydad's..Shewassupposedtogoto

UncleatMochudibutsherefused..

Me:good..butdidn'tyousayyourstepmom

hatesyouguys..wellHatesus?

Him:Shesnotthereatthemoment..Gatweshe

wenttoThailand

Me:goodriddance

Him:yesplusifshedaresmistreatAlexshewill

seeme



Me:yourdadseemslikeagoodperson

Him:yeah..wannagoforicecreams?

Me:yeahwhynot?Butwhataboutmomand

dad?

Heheldmyhandandwalkedoutofthekitchen

withme..

Him:wegoingforsomefreshair..

Mom:ok

Wewalkedout,tohiscar.

Hedrovetothemallboughtusalarge

containeroficecreamthendrovetosomequite

place.

Hemadeusseatbesidestheroad..

Him:sowhatarewegoingtonamethebaby?

Me:wellIwasthinkingLethabile,don'tknow

aboutBandile..

Him:Lethabile..Notbad



Me:yeah..

Him:orwecanalwaysnameherLetlhogonolo

Ihithimplayfully..

Me:waswaba!

Helaughed..

Him:Idontknowwhyyouhatethatname

Me:I'mnottalkingtoyou..

Helaughed,thentooksomethingfromHis

pocket,itwaspicture.Hehandittome..

Him:lookwhatIfound..

Itwasmeandhimwhenwewereyoung.Ihad

pigtails,wearingadressandoversizedflipflops

whilehimontheotherhandwasinhisschool

uniform..

Me:ohhmyGod..Ilooksoyoung..

Him:youwere5

Ilaughed..



Me:wheredidyougetthis?

Him:homeandohhlastlythisone..

Hetookouttheotherone.Irememberedthat

one,Iwasstilldoingform2anditwasprice

givingandasusualmeandhimhadtaken

awards.

Me:thisdaywasfun

Him:yeah..RememberThompsonfamilygoals?

Ilaughed..

Me:wenakana..Ido..gonearethose

moments..itwasn'tthesamewithoutyou

Him:yeah..butyouhadTshepisang..

Me:yeah..jeezIHaventheardmybestiesvoice

inaweek..letmecallhim..Kanahesayshe's

thebaby'sGodfather

SamlaughedasIdialedhisnumber.Inever

reallytellTshepiealotonwhat'sgoingon

becauseknowinghim..hewillbesuperstressed



likethethingsarehappeningtohim.Tohim

everythingisokjustthatmeandBandileare

havingslightproblems.Hepickedupaftera

while..

Him:hey

Me:chomza

Helaughed..

Him:how'sthebaby?

Me:itsGood..

Him:andthemeeting?

Me:wentwell

Him:great..youandBandile?

Me'ummhwe..-

Him:brokeupright?

Me:prettymuch

Him:I'msorry

Me:nah..itslife



Him:wannahangouttomorrow?

Me:yeah..whynot?

Him:good..Iwillbethereinthemorning

Me:sharp..

Him:whatshouldIbringforyou?

Me:ummhchocolate

Him:ok..only?

Me:andalotofotherthings..Youwillfigureit

out

Helaughed..

Him:ok..seeyou

Me:yeah..

ThenIhungup..

Sam:feelBetternow?

Me:yeah..muchbetter

.



LEAH

.

Q:what?Ican'thearyou..

Me:QuincywhereinGod'snameareyou?

Q:"Shapohoezitdaarsomanyooooora!?

Fedek’hambani?

Ketshwereyacase.

AreyekomagogokelesegeletsakoLondon"

Hestartedsingingwiththemusicinthe

background,andrightthereIknewniggawas

drunk,ifonlyIknewwhathewassinging.

Me:babewhereareyou?

Him:homeee..we..we-goinhome

Me:areyoudriving?Qpleasedontdrive

drunk..itsnotsafe

Him:Bandile..

Therewassilent..



Me:Bandileisdriving?

Him:no..

Me:babypleasepullover..tellhim-

Ihadsqueals,likebrakepadsmakingthetires

squealingagainsttheroad.Myhandsstarted

shaking.

Me:babe?Q?

Therewasjustsilence..

Me:Q?babecanyouhearme..

Iheardsomemumbling..

Me:babeyouthere?

Him:fuck!yeah..

Me:ThankGod..Areyouguysok?

Him:Bandile..Bandile!

Me:isheok?

Him:Ithinkhe'scollapsed..Ohhambulanceis

here..fuckmyeyes!



.

Istoodbesideshimasthenursebandagedhis

hand,thenoffshewasgone.

Him:I'msorry

Me:whathappened?

Him:yourfriendiswhathappened

Me:dontblameitonKris,thatguyputher

throughalotofshit

Him:I'mnotblamingher,I'mjustsayingwe

doingthisbecauseyourfriendleft

Me:whowasdriving?

Him:me..hehadpassedout..wehitsome

animal

Me:oh?

Him:yeah..Idontevengetwhereitcamefrom..

Me:I'mgladyouok

Him:how'sBandile?



Me:theyarestilldealingwithhim..buthewillbe

fine

Hestoodup..

Him:let'sgoseehim..

Me:thepolicearegoingtolockyouupforthis

Him:givethemafewthousandsanditsover

Me:can'tbelieveyoujustsaidthat..

WewalkedtowhereBandilewas,thedoctor

wasstillattendinghimsowestoodoutsidethe

room.JustthenmyphoneranganditwasKris.

Q:pleasedon'ttellher..shewillstartthinking

thathe'sadrunkardandwillhatehimeven

more

Me:shedoesn'thatehim..sheloveshim

Q:please

Me:Ican'tlietoher,samewayyoucouldn'tlieto

Bandileaboutthepregnancy..Iknowyoutold

him



Q:okbutpleasemakehimlookgood..painthim

good

Iretreatedfromhimabitthenanswered.

Me:hey

Her:hey..stillupforthemovie..Itsstartingin

30minutes

IlookedatQ,contemplatingbetweenthem..

Her:itsok..wecanalwayswatchsomeother

time..

Me:nah..wewatchittoday

Her:ohhok..whereareyou?

Me:athospital..Qgotinaminoraccident

Her:thenstaywithhim

Me:no..hewillbefinealone..

Her:comeon..

Me:nah

Her:washealone?



Me:ummmh..

Her:Leah..hewaswith-..washewithBandile?

Me:yesandtheyareok..itsjustaminor

accident

Her:haveyouseenhim?

Me:I'maboutto..dontworryyourself..This

peopleareok

Her:pleasecallmeafteryouhaveseenhim..

Me:ok..butdontworryyourself

Her:ok..

IhungupthenwalkedbacktoQwhowas

talkingwiththedoctornow..

Dr:sowearejustgoingtokeephiminsotobe

abletonoteanychangeandwewillreleasehim

tomorrow..Apartfromthatslightconcussion

he'sfine

Q:okthankyoubutcanweseehim?

Dr:yeah..butheneedstorest



Q:ofcause..

Thedoctorthenwalkedawayaswegotin.He

wasokbuthadabandageinhishead.

Q:dude!

Bandile:Q

Q:wethoughtyourasswasdead

Bandilelaughed..

Bandile:nowIknowmyhaters..

Bandilelookedatme..

Bandile:Leah

Me:I'mgladyouok..bothofyou

Q:thedoctorsaidyouaresleepinghere

Bandile:what?

Q:sadtobeyou

Bandile:thatsshit..I'mnotsleepinghere

Q:I'mnotgonnasaynon



Bandile:I'msleepingonmybedtodayplus

momiscomingtomorrow..Can'taffordherto

findmehere

Q:yeah..anywaybabeyou..-

Me:I'mgoinghome

Qlookedatme..

Me:IhaveamoviedatewithKrisandI'mnot

bailingoutonher

Q:ok..

Me:yeah..bye

Ikissedhischeekthenwalkedout,Ipassed

somechicwhowaswalkingtowardsBandiles

room.

.

BANDILE

.

Q:areyousureyouokenoughtosleephome?



Me:yeah..Ineedtowinherback

Q:andwhatexactlyisyourplan?

Me:Idon'tknow..butIhavetohaveher

Q:youneverdidthisbefore

Me:Ineedher

Q:arewethatdesperate?

Me:Iloveher..andIcan'tloseher..itwillbethe

endofme

Q:arereallywhippedain'twe?itsnotevencute

anymore..Itsscary

Me:itsalwaysbeenscaryfromthestart..

Q:whataboutKhanya?

Me:he'snotgoingtobackoff,soIwillmakehim

JustthenthedooropenedandTheodore

walkedin.

Q:andthen?stillbangingthiswhore?

Me:nah



Theosmiled..

Her:boys!

Q:Igiveup

Q:whatareyoudoinghere?

Theo:cametoseeBands

Qlaughed..

Me:didn'tImakemyselfclearenough?

Theo:IcomehereinpeacenotbecauseIwant

you..

Me:goodbecauseIdontwannaseeyou

Shesmiled..

Theo:Bandile..

Me:ey!phuma!

Shegotstartledbyvoice..

Me:youstillhere?

Sheimmediatelywalkedout..



Q:youfuckedherdidn'tyou?

Me:almost..ThenSamcame..

Q:yeah..Youcan'tbehittinghissisterthenhe

hastojustseatbackandrelax

Me:Ishouldn'thaveslappedher

Q:yes..Iheardpregnantwomanlovesex..gotry

it

Ilookedathim..

Q:shehasn'thadsexinalmost6months..she

won'trefuse..fuckyourwaybackintoherheart

Ilaughed..

Me:you'redogmanigga..arealoneforthat

matter

Him:I'mtellingyou

Me:notheonlywayIwillwinherbackisby

provingthatwegoodforeachother..

.



KRIS

.

Me:isheok?

IaskedimmediatelyasLeahgotinsidethe

house.ApartofmewishIdidn'tcare..IwishI

justdidn'tcare.

Leah:yeah

Me:whathappened?

Leah:theygotdrunkthatswhathappened

Me:drunk?

Leah:yeah..don'tworryaboutit

Me:whydoIstilllovehim?Ihatemyselfforit

Leah:Ijustthinkyouaretryingsohardtoshut

himoutbutdeepdownyoustilllovehimdeeply

Me:Ijustwant...wanttostophurting.

Iwalkedtomyroomandsatonmybed.Aftera

whileIfoundmyselfrereadingourold



conversations.NomatterwhatIlovehim,that

wasnotgoingtochangebutmymindwas

alreadymadeup..Ididn'tdeservehim.Wewere

betterwithouteachother.

.

**2MONTHSLATER**

.
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KRIS

.

.

Iwashedmyfaceagain,tryingtogetmy

versionbacktonormal.Ilookedatmyselfon

themirror,theheadachewasactinguprealbad.

Itookadeepbreath,Icouldn'ttakemore,itwill



beoverdosingandIdidn'twanttodoanything

thatmighthurtmychildinanyway.Iwalked

backtothereceptionwereIleftBandile.We

werehereforthecheckup.Thelastmonths

havebeen..Wellok.BandileandIhavebeen

onlycloseduetothechild.Hewasjustshowing

supportinanundeniableway.Iwalkedtothe

receptionthinkingaboutmylastvisittothe

doctor,duetotheconstantnauseaand

vomitingandnottomentiontheheadachesand

versionblurring.Ihadthoughtitwasjustpartof

thepregnancysoIwenttothedoctorhopingI

willgetsomethingtostopthesymptoms

becausetheywerebecomingmoreandmore

constant.

*************************

Dr:soyourresultsareback..

Me:ok..isitthepregnancy?Itsmyfirst

pregnancy

Dr:wellitsnotthepregnancy..Youoncetalked



aboutyoubeingdiagnosedwithamigraine

Me:yes,but..theheadaches..Arenotthatmuch

frequentanymore..AssoonasIdrinkthe

migrainestheystop

Dr:who'syournextofkin?

Me:istheresomethingwrongDoc?

Dr:yourmigrainesgotoutoforder..wearegoing

torunafewmoretestthenhaveaspecialist

lookatyoubutitseemslikeatumorhas

developed..

Ilaughed..

Me:thatsabsurd..

Dr:wejustneedtoverifyacoupleofthingsbut

there'sasignthatitmightbeatumorbutits

stillatitsearlystage..that'swhyconstant

nauseaandvomiting.Thenauseaandvomiting

areonlyfrequentinfirstsemesterofpregnancy

notatthisstageMissMacverdana.

Ilookedathimspeechless.



Dr:thesymptomsofpregnancyarealmost

similartothoseofamigraine,soitsalwaysa

casetohavethemmixedup.

Me:sowhatifIhavea..abraintumorthenwhat?

Dr:asurgerywillhavetobeperformedto

removeitandIthinkifyouhavethetumorwe

mighthavecaughtitearlysoitwillbemuch

easy..

Me:whataboutmychild?

Dr:thissurgerycanaffecttheunbornbaby,so

youwillhavetoundergoearlybirth..throughc-

sectionandthebabywillhavetofinishits

productionintheglass..

Iwipedawaymytears..

Me:whatif..whatifIdont..dontwantthe

surgery..Itstooearlyforher

Dr:delayingtheNeurosurgerywillputyouina

lotofriskasthetumorwillkeepgrowingMiss

Macverdana..



Me:but..she'snotreadyyet..

Dr:wehaveenoughequipmenttokeepher

going...

**********************

AsIapproachedthereceptionIcouldseehow

worriedheseemedashewatchedmeget

closer.Ihaven'ttoldanyoneaboutthis,andi

evenmadesurethatthedoctordoesnotleak

myconfidentialinformationtoanyone

especiallymyfamily.Thiswilljusttearthem

apartandIknowtheywillwantmetodoaC-

sectionandneurosurgery

IsmiledbrightlyasIstoodbeforehim..

Me:weupnext?

Him:yeah...areyouok?

Me:yeah..

Ismiled,buthedidn't,hejustlookedatme

makingmefeelexposed.Itslikehecouldjust

seethroughmeeasily.Icouldn'tlookathimin



theeye,Icouldn'taffordhimknowingbecauseI

knowhe'sgoingtotripthenwanttodragmefor

help.HetiltedmyheadsoIlookathim.

Him:Kris..what'sgoingon?

Me:withwhat?

Him:IknowwenottogetheranymoreandI

respectthatbutIloveyouandifanything

happenstoyourightbeforemynoiseIwon't

neverforgivemyself..Areyouok?iseverything

ok?

Me:I'mfine!let'sgo

Iwalkedawayfromhimaftersnapping,thoughI

regretteditbutIjustwantedtohimtostop.I

blinkedawaymytearsasIwalkedtothe

doctorsoffice.Thiswasoursecondtocoming

hereactually,thefirsttimewasmonthagoand

wellthebabyisstillbreach.Thefirsttime

thingswereverytensebetweenus,andnowI

mustsayitsabitbetter.



Iknockedthengotinwithhimbehindme.The

doctorstoodupaswegotinside.Itwasashe

butwasIndian.

Her:MissMacverdanaandMrThulani..

Weshookhandswithherasshegaveusa

brightsmile.

ShegesturedmetothebedwereIwalkedto

thenlaythere.

Dr:howarewe?

Me:wearefine

Dr:thatsgood..

ShecametowardsmeasBandilestoodbesides

thebedlookingatme,Ilookedawayavoiding

hiseyes.

Dr:raiseyourtopabit..

Iraiseditthenshecamewiththegel,Bandile

alwayswantstodotheultrasound.

Myheartwasjustfaraway,Ilookedatthe



screenassheviewedmybaby.Thethought

thatImayhavebraintumorbrokemyheart

further.Whatifsomethinghappenstome?This

wasn'tthewayIimaginedmylife.Herheart

beatingwasn'tsostrong,Ifelttearswetmy

cheeks.ItfeltlikeIwasfailingmyownchild.I

lookedatthedoctor..

Me:whyisherheartbeatfaint?

Dr:thebabycatchesonwhateveryougoing

throughKristin,thingslikestressand-

Me:soitsmyfault?

Dr:wellnotexactlybutyoucantryavoiding

stressfulthings,tryexercisingandavoiding

overworkingyourselfatanycost..andalsoshe's

stillbreachandatthistimewewillhavetodoa

C-section

Inoddedwipingmytearsoff..

Bandile:youok?

Me:yes..I'mfine



TheheadachehadgottenworsebutIcouldn't

tellHimthat..

Bandile:ok

Afterawhilethedoctorgavemeawiperto

wipemyselfbutBandiletookitanddecidedto

doit,hewipedmyhugetummythenhelpedme

stepdownfromthebed.Thechemistrycouldn't

reallybeavoidedwhenhetouchedme,the

connectionwasjuststrong.

IignoreditasIsatonthechairsosheexplains

tomewhatexactlyImustdotokeepmybaby

safe.Shewentabouteatinghealthyand

exercisingregularly.

AfterthatIwalkedwithBandiletohiscarashe

heldmyhand.Heopenedthecardoorforme

thenIgotin.Healsodidthensoonwewere

drivingaway.IwishedIwasathomelistening

tothesongsthatbringmenothingbutmore

depressiontomyselforjustlayingonmybed

tryingtostandupagainstthemigrainesbut



ratherwewerelisteningtosometrapsongs

andhewassingingalong.

Thedevilkeeptrynacomeconquerme

Smokin'OGandtheFrontoleaf

Droppin'adeuceinthePureLeaftea

Idon'tgottimefornofoolery

I'm'bouttogodroponsomejewellery

Hedidn'ttaketheroutethatIusuallytakehome

butratherhetookadifferentone.Ididn'tsay

anything,justkeptquite,Ididn'tevenhavethe

energytofightwithhim.Ilookedathim,he

didn'tlookanydifferent,helookedlikeBandile

theoldversion.Hedroveforaboutanhourorso

thenfinallystoppedatsomebuilding,itlooked

adoublestorey.Hegotoffthecarthencameto

mydoorandopeneditforme.

Him:comewithme..

Ilookedathim,confused.



Me:Bandilewhatarewedoinghere?youdo

knowIhaveLeah'spartytoplanright?

Him:Krispleasecome..

Hestuckhishandoutforme.Ireluctantlytook

itthenheledmeinsidethehouse.Itwasreally

beautiful,beautifulmorethanhishouse.I

lookedaroundashedisappearedsomewhere

thencamebackafterawhilewithsome

envelope.

Him:sinceyouandfamilywanttokeepme

awayfrommydaughterIhadtospeakwithmy

lawyer.

Bandile'sunclesreallydidgotomyfamilyand

hepaidforthedamages,thatswherehes

uncle'sweretoldthatIwillbemovingaway

oncethebabyisborn.Surprisinglyhedidn'tflip

ortrip,hejustrespondedwithanodwhenItold

him.IwasactuallysurprisedbecauseI

expectedafight..

Me:whatisthis?



Him:custodydocuments..Howwewillshare

thechild..

Me:Bandileyouknow..Dadistheonewho..-

Him:IknowthatswhyIneedyoutosignthat,so

thatmaybethelawwillbeonmysidewhenI

needtoseemychild.

Me:ok

Hehandtheenvelopetome,Iopenedit..

Him:goandreaditthensignifyouagree..Iwant

thebabytobewithme2monthsin7months.

Andwhenthechildisgoingtoschool,duringall

schoolholidaysshewillbewithme..

Me:ok..

Him:yeah..IhaveafeelingifIdontdothisyour

familywilldenieymetheprivilegetoseemy

child..

Me:Bandile..Ok!letmesign..

Itookthemthensearchedforapeninmybag.



Me:where?

Him:inthosedotsineachandeverypagebut

wait..Letmecallsomeonetowitnessthis

becauseIdontwanttobeaccusedofforcing

you

Me:whatdoyoutakemefor?

Him:yourdaddoesn'tlikemeremember..

Probablyhewilldoanythingtotakemeoutof

thepicture..Can'tIkeepadvancesinorder?

Ilookedathim,allIwantednowwastogo

home..

Me:okfineBandile..PleasebequickIwantto

gohome.

Hegotoutsidethenafterawhilecaneback

withsomeone,lookedlikeagardenboy

especiallywiththewayhewasdressed.

Him:ummhKristhisismygardenboyand

housekeeper,Mazwi,hestaysatthecottage

behindthehouseandMazwi,thisismy



woman..hewillbethewitness..

Inodded..thengrabbedthepenandpaperand

signedonthedottedlinesandsodidtheMazwi

guythenlastlyBandile.Mazwiexcusedhimself

assoonasweweredone.

Me:canInowpleasego..

Henoddedasheputthedocumentsbackinthe

envelope.

Him:areyouhungry?

Me:Iwanttogohome

Him:andthen?

Me:Icanalwayscallmychauffeur

HegavemeaseriouslookbutIwasjusttoo

madtoevenplaythepartofbeingscared.

Him:let'sgo..

Hesaidwalkingout,Ifollowedbehindhimthen

heopenedthedoorformesoIgetin.

Igotinandsodidheandthenwestarted



drivinghome.Iwasquitethroughthewhole

journey,Ijusthadotherthingstodeal

with..thingslikemyhealth.Themomenthe

parkedinthegarage,Igotoffhiscarwithmy

bag.ThatshowmuchIwantedhimtoleaveme

alone.ThatshowmuchIjustwantedtobe

awayfromhimforthelast2monthsbecauseit

hurtlovinghimsomuchbut..butnothavinghim.

Iwalkedtotheelevatorandgotin.Themoment

itclosedIexhaled..

GettingintheflatLeahwasinfrontofthetv

holdingicecream.

Me:hey

Her:hi,howdiditgo?

Me:ok..justneedtoavoidstress

Her:ok..

Me:ummhletmefreshenup..I'mmeeting

someonetoday..

Her:who?Q?



Ilookedather..

Me:yeah..

Her:stilldiscussinghowyouwilltutorKim?

Me:yeah..

Qcouldn'ttellLeahexactlyabouttheplanwe

hadforherbirthdayandwealwayshadtomeet

upsoasanexcusehejusttoldherIwillbe

tutoringhissisterthat'swhywemeet.

Her:Kriswhat'sgoingon?

Me:withwhat?

Her:youseemmuchmorecloserwithQthis

days..Alwayshavingsecretmeetings..Areyou..

-

Me:sleepingwithyourboyfriend?

Her:whatamIsupposedtothink?

Me:youaresupposedtotrustme..whywouldI

wannafuckwithBandilesfriend?

Her:idon'tknow!



Shescreamed..Sheseemedfrustrated.She

stoodupandwalkedtoherroom.Something

wasbotheringherIcouldsee.

Ifollowedher,Icouldn'taffordherangryor

upsetifherbirthdaywastomorrow.Iknocked

softlyonherdoorthengotinafterIheardno

response.

Shewaslyingonherbed,withherfacedown.I

crawledandlaybesidesher..

Me:hey..what'swrong?

Shesniffedthenturnedtolookatme..

Her:Ifeelsoweakrightnow..

Shesaidtryingsohardtoshieldawaythetears

frommakingtheirwayout.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Her:mom..she..Shemovedoutfrom..home

becausedadabusesheralot..evenwhenIwas

home.Ifitwasn'tforyourdadIwouldn'tbe

here..Shemovedoutafewdaysagobutnow



shesinhospitalaftergettingseverelybeatenby

thatmonsterafterfollowingher..

Me:didshetellthepolice?

Her:noshedidn't!Sheliedaboutitall..Idont

knowhowshewantstorealizethismanis

goingtokillher

Me:maybethere'sareasonshesstaying..

Her:Idontknowwhattodoanymore..

Me:howaboutyouaskhertotellyouwhyshes

stayingbecauseitsnosecretthere'sareason..

Her:andQhasbeendistantlately..I'msorryI

knowyouwillneverdothattome

Me:itsok..pluswhatwillhebedoingwitha

hugegirllikemewhilehecanalwayshavesexy

girlslikeyou?

Shechuckled..

Her:huge?thispregnancysuitsyoumorethan

anything..YoustilllookBeautiful..



Me:dontlie..letmegobath..

Her:ok..howwasBandile?

Me:Idontevenwannatalkaboutit..

Her:thatbad?

Me:youwon'tbelieve..Letmebath

Istoodupandwalkedtomyroombutinstead

oftakingashowerIlookedformypillsthen

drankthemafterthatIjustlayonthebedand

letmyselfdrownmyselfinsleep.

OpeningmyeyesIrealizedmyphoneringing

besidesme,thatmusthavewokenmeup.I

answeredbecauseitwasQ.

Me:hi

Him:hey..youstilllandinatmycrib?

Me:yeahjustfellasleep..onmyway..

Him:ok

ImmediatelyIwokeup,theheadachewasgone,I

tookmytoiletriesandwenttotakeashower



thenafterthatworecomfortableclothes.Just

sweatpantsandahoodiewithconverse.We

werejustgoingtobedoingthetouchup'stoday.

AfterbathingIwenttoLeahsroomandforthe

firsttimeIfoundherprayingkneelingbefore

herbed,shewasevencryingoutherfeelingsto

God,Iwasneverintoreligiousthatmuch..yesI

wouldgotochurchbutitwasallbecausemom

goesnotbecauseIvolunteeredonmyown.I

walkedandkneltbesideshernotpraying,after

awhileshewasquitebuthereyeswerestill

closed,sheevenhadthecryinghiccups.

Thenatlastsheopenedthem..

Her:howlonghaveyoubeenthere?

Me:longenough..Don'tworry,I'msureGodgot

this..

Her:yeah..going?

Me:yeah..Iwillbebackin2hoursorso..

Shenoddedthenhelpedmestandup.



Her:areyoustillgoinghomethedayafter

tomorrow?

Me:yeah..

Her:canIstillcomewith?ifitsokthatis..

Me:itsmorethanok..myfamilywouldloveto

haveyou

Shesmiled..

Her:thenI'msurecomingwith..

.

IparkedinfrontofQ'shousebesidesawhite

Lamborghinihuracane,Ididn'tevenbother

myself,itwasclearenoughtheycanafford

sportcars,Ithengotoutandwalkedtowards

thedoorthenknocked.Afterawhilethedoor

gotopenedandKimopenedup.Shewas

wearingatightreapedjeanwithanarmless

croptop,herhairwasevenniceandsheeven

hadmake-up.Surprisinglyitwasaround

2000hrsormaybeshewasgoingsomewhere.



Her:Kris!

ShesmiledandIreturnedit..

Me:hi,isQaround?

Her:yespleasecomein..

Sheopenedthedoorwidersotocreatespace

forme.Igotinsidethehousethensheledme

outsidethroughthebackwhereQwasbuthe

wasn'talonesurprisingly.Hewaswith

Bandile,theywereseatingontheoutdoor

couches.

iwishedtotakeaU-turnbutthentheyhad

alreadynoticedme.BravelyIwalkeduptothem

withKimbehindme,justthenitclickedwhyshe

wasalldressedup,herstupidcrushonBandile.

IsmiledasIapproachedthem.

Q:Kris!

Me:Q..

IlookedatBandilewhowaslookingatme



closely.

Me:I'msorryIfellasleepwhenIgothome..

Q:Ithoughtyouhadforgotten..MeandBandile

evenwenttolookatthedecorations

Me:ohhwellGood..Ihopetheyareok?

AllalongIwaslookingatBandile

wondering..whatifheneverwent..nowhat

wouldhavehappenedifIdidn'tkillhimbutI

didn'thaveachoice.Hewasgoingtokillus..

He'sbodyjustflushedinmymind..Hewasn't

deadwhenIshothimontheleg,I'mtheone

whokilledhim.

"youaregonnabelikehim?Amonster?"

He'swordsranginmymind..

IcamebacktotheworldwhenIfeltasoftpat

thatmademejumpabit..

Me:ohhGod!

Iwasevenshakingandsweatingalreadyand



havingshortbreaths.

Ididn'tevenrealizeBandilewasbesidesme

already..

Him:babeyouok?

Me:I..I..he..I..

Iwasjusttooshaken..

Him:breath..Kimaglassofwater!

ShehurriedinsidethehouseasBandilemade

meseatonthechairandafterawhileKim

camebackwithaglassofwater.Bandilemade

medrinkit,andafterawhileIhadjustcalmed

down.

Bandile:whatisit?

Me:nothing..

Icouldseehewasfrustrated..

Bandile:thisyour"itsnothing'gameispissing

meoff!

Me:itsnothing..



Helookedatmeforawhile,nottakinghiseyes

offme..

Bandile:Qseeyouaround..

Thenoffhewasgone,ithurtseeinghimwalk

away.ForsomereasonIwantedhimtostay,I

neededhimtostaybuthewasalreadygone.I

lookedbackatQwipingoffmytear.

Q:areyousureyouok?

Me:yeah

Q:helovesyou

Me:yeahummh..didyoucallthecatering

company?

Q:yeah..everythingisinordersoallyounowyou

havetodoismakesureshearrives

Me:yeah..

Q:yeahummhthecake?

.

LEAH



.

Isatonfrontofthetv,rememberingmy

childhoodmemories,diggingthemoutfrom

whereIhavealwaysburiedthem.

Ithurtlikeyesterday,howdadusedtohit

her..eventhoughIwasstillyoungthenIcouldn't

misplacewhatwasgoingon.Theabusewas

justtoomuchforachildtodealwith,howmom

alwayshidthosebruisesbeneathhermakeup.I

wipedawaymytears..

Itookmyphoneandcalledher.Althoughitwas

latebutshepickedthephoneup..

Her:Leah..

Me:areyoustillinhospital?

Her:nobaby..I'mfinenow

Me:whereareyou?

Her:athome..whereelsecanIbe?

Me:whyareyoustillinthathouse..Please



explaintomebecauseIwanttounderstand

Her:Leahdontstart..

Me:whywon'tyouleave?

Her:Leah!

Me:whywon'tyoutellme?

Her:Leah..don'tyoudareraiseyourvoiceat

me..doyouhereme?

Me:then..why-whycan'tyoujusttellme..why?

Tearswerealreadywettingmymycheeks.

Me:whydoyouwanttobekilledinthathouse?

Her:wearetheonlypeoplehehave..

Me:that'swhyyoustayinginthisfuckedup

marriage?

Her:I'mwarningyouforthelasttimeyounglady!

Ikeptquite,feelingasiftheuniversehadjust

failedme,Godhadfailedme..

Her:itstoocomplicatedforyoutounderstand



buthewillneverraisehishandonmenow..

Me:thesamethingyousaidlasttime,lookwhat

happened.Yougotintohospital..I'mnot

cominghomethistimearound..Idon'thavethe

energyforthedrama..

Ihangupaftersayingthat,IknowIlovemy

mombutallthiswasjusttoomuch..toomuch

todealwith.

ItriedQ'snumberbutitledmestraightto

voicemail.

Ithrewmyphonebesidesmeandjustlayon

thecouchinsuchcasesKrisistheonlyone

whocanmakemefeelbetterbutsinceIdont

wanttostressherfurtherIhavefoundmyown

remedy.Istoodupandwalkedtomyroom,then

underthebedreachedoutformywine.Ithen

walkedtothekitchenandtookaglassthen

wentbacktomyroom.Itwentfromoneglass

totwothenacouplemoreuntilIjuststarted

drinkingfromthebottle.



.

KRIS

.

Q:areyousureyouwillbeabletodriveyourself?

Me:yeah..I'mjust7monthsnot9months

Q:ok..

Iwalkedourofthehousethenwenttomycar

anddrovehome.Weweredonediscussinga

fewthingsforLeah.Idrovehomeandgetting

thereIdidn'tfindLeahinthesittingroom.She

musthavewenttosleep.Iwalkedtoherroom

justtomakesureandsurprisinglyshewas

layinginthefloorwithabottleofwinebesides

her.Shewastotallyoutofit..

Iwalkeduptoherandshookherbutbutshe

wasjusttoosleepytoevenmoveaninch.Ifelt

helpless,andIwishedIcouldhelpher,thesame

wayshealwaysdoesforme..Shekepton

mumblingthingsIcouldn'thear.Makingher



standupwastheonlywaybutshewastoo

heavy.Istruggledtogetherupandthemoment

shewasstandingIpushedhertothebedthen

satdownbreathingheavily.Iwastiredalready.

Icoveredherwithablanketthenwenttomy

room,strippednakedthenlayonmybedtrying

nottostressmybaby.Myappointmentformy

resultswastomorrow,andIknewIhaditbutI

justdidn'twanttoacceptit.

ThefollowingdayIwaswokenupbyaknockon

thedoor.Iworemydressthenwalkedtothe

doorandunlocked.ItwasTshepie..

Me:andlookwhatthecathasdragged!

Him:whenisthepartystarting?Kanaitsalready

0830hr

Ilaughed..

Me:later..wenakana

Hegotinside..

Him:Idontwanttobelate



Me:youlikethingstoomuch..

Him:yeah..how'sthebaby?

Me:thebabyisok

Him:ok?

Me:yeah..

Helookedatme..

Him:youhaveeyebags..

Me:Isleptlate

Him:ohw..okaecousinBae?

Me:around

Him:areyougood?

Me:yeah,wantsomethingtoeat?

Him:obviously..Whatdoyouthink?ofcauseI

wantfood..

Hewalkedtothekitchen..

Me:dontfinishthefood..I'mgoingtobath



Him:okaeLeah?(where'sLeah?)

Me:she'ssleeping

Him:sleeping?thistime?

Me:yeah..

Iwalkedtothebathroom,bathedthenchanged

intoanAdidastracksuitwithalconverseanda

cap.

IwalkedtoLeah'sroomandshewasstill

sleeping,Ididn'tbotherwakingherupIjust

wenttothesittingroomwhereTshepiewas

eating.

Me:TshepieI'mgoingsomewherefora

few,pleasekeepLeahcompanyandalsofixher

ahangoverremedy

Him:whereareyougoing?

Me:Iwanttoseesomeoneforafewhours

Him:ummhok..

Itookmycarkeysthenwalkedout,straightto



mycarthendrovetothehospital.My

appointmentwasatnine,soIdroveabitfastso

thatIwon'tbelate.GettingthereIwentdirectly

tothedoctorsofficethenknocked.Thedoor

openedassomeladygotoutwithawidesmile

onherface,Ijustsmiledthengotin.He

gesturedmetoseatassoonasIgotinside.I

hadchosenaprivateclinicsotoavoidanyone

snoopingonmybusiness.Ijustcouldn'tafford

anyoneknowing.

Isatdownthenhetooksomefileandstarted

goingthroughit..

Him:goodmorning

Me:morning

Him:yourresultscameback

Me:Ihavebraintumorright?

Iaskedwithmyheartbeatingfast..

Him:yeahbutwecaughtitabitlatenotthat

muchthoughbutlikeIsaidwecanperformthe



surgerysoon..

Me:andwehavetoputmybabyinaglass?

Him:prettymuch,itstheonlyway

Me:andwhatifIdontdoit?

Him:youwillbeputtingthebabyatrisk..the

constantfaintingandheadachesarenotgood

foryourbabyplusbythetimeyouwouldwant

todoit,itwillbringtoomuchcomplications

Me:what..whatifIdontsurvivethesurgery?

Him:thechancesaretherebutI'msure...youwill

survivethis

Iwipedawaymytears..

Him:wecanalwaysdoanEndoscopic

endanasalskullbase

Me:what'sthat?

Him:removalofbraintumorthroughthe

nose..itsfastplusyouwon'tevenstayinthe

hospitalformuchlong



Inoddedandhetookmethroughthewhole

process.AftertheappointmentIjustdroveto

anopenarea,whereSamoncetookme.

Isatinmycarandjustcried.Icriedloud

becauseIwishedIhadanormallifelike

everyoneelse,IwishedIdidn'tpretendtobe

happywhenIknowdeepdownIknowI'm

breaking,allthelaughingandsmiles..Ithurt

becauseitsallpretense.

.

GettingbackattheflatIwasjustdrained,tired.

IwalkedtomyroomafterrealisingIwasalone

thenjusttookthesonarpictureofmybaby.The

onlyreasonI'mbreathingsofar.

Me:mommylovesyouok..shelovesyouso

much..neverdoubtit

Irubbedmystomach..Justthenmyphonerang

anditwasmom.

Me:mom



Her:youstillcomingright?

Me:yes

Her:ok..wewillwaitforyouattheairport

Me:ok

Her:how'sthebaby?

Me:she's-she'sfine

Her:areyouok?

Me:yeah..I'mallgood..I'mperfect

Her:ok,seeyou

Me:bye

ThenIhungup.ItookadeepbreathasIplaced

thephonebesidesme.Itookoneofthebaby

bagsIboughtthenpackedsomeofthebaby

clothesIhadbought.AfterpackingIplacedit

besidesthebed.Iheardvoicesinthesitting

room,itseemedlikeLeahandTshepiewere

back,theywerelaughing.Iputawaythesonar

picturesandstoodup.Leahwassupposedto



startpreparing.Qhadbookedavenueforher

birthdayandweeveninvitedherfriendsfrom

statebutnonofthemcouldmakeit,Icouldn't

evengetholdofBarryandasforBenhewasin

middleofhisexamssohecouldn'tcome.I

walkedtothesittingroomwheretheywere.

Leah:Kris!hey

Shewassmiling..

Me:hey

Tshepie:hey..

Me:lookslikeyouguyshadfun

Tshepie:lotsofit..Youmissedout

Me:nexttime..

Leah:yeah..

Me:umhhowaboutnow?

Leah:itsonly1200hrs..

Me:yeah..gobathandstartpreparing..Wewill

goouttoafancyrestaurant



Leah:ok..

Shelookedatme,likeshewantedmetosay

somethingbutIjustkeptquite..

Leah:Iwillgobath

ShethenexcusedherselfasTshepiechuckled.

Tshepie:didyouseethepersonyouwantedto

see?

Me:yeah..

IsatdownasIfeltsomepainonmytummy,it

wasntthatmuchthough..

Tshepie:youaregoinghometomorrow?

Me:yeah..Imissmyfamily

Tshepie:metoo..BKhasalreadymadeplansfor

us

Me:youknowIcan'tgoanywherewithyouguys

withthebigtummy,itwouldcrapyourstyle

Tshepie:crapwho'sstyle?Youareafriend..If

youwon'tcomethenIwon'tgotoanyevent



withoutyou

Me:dontbecrazy,youknowAlexwillwanttogo

Tshepie:yeahbut..Ihateleavingyoubehind..

Ilaughed..

Me:youhaveaseriousproblem

Tshepie:youdidn'tknow.

BythetimeLeahwasfinisheddressingitwas

about1400hrs..Itwasstillearlysowedrove

aroundinthesamecartogetherwithTshepie

justpassingtime.

Leah:areweevergoingtoarrive?

Ilookedatthetimeanditwasaround1700hrs.

Me:justbepatient,wealmostthere

ItextedQthatwewerealmostthere.

Gettingtothevenuethelightswereoff,sowe

justparkedthengotout.

Leah:whataredoinghere?



Me:pickingsomething

Leah:Iwannagohomenow..I'mtired..Youhave

beendrivingforalmost3hrs..

Me:Tshepiewantedatour

Tshepie:yeah..

Wewalkedinsidethehouse,itwasahousesort

likebutbigenoughtofor100peopleorso.

Leah:I'msoannoyed

Tshepie:patience

Thelightswereoff..

Leah:let'sswitchonthislights

Tshepie:goodplan..

Shetookoutherphoneandreflectedthehouse

aroundsotoswitchonthelights.Themoment

sheswitchedthemon,everyonescreamed

"surprise".Herfacewasjustoutofthisworld.

Sheevencoveredherfacewithherhands.

Therewerealotofpeople,Ididn'tknowmostof



thembutImanagedtoidentifyallBandiles

friends,andThabiandthegirls,butIdidn'tsee

Thatoanywhere,itwasactuallyarelief.

Thegirlswalkeduptous,Lesediinfront.

Lesedi:haibo!Ithoughttheywerelying..Youare

reallypregnant

Karabo:anditsuitsyou

Thabi:yeah..happybirthdayLeah

Lesedi:yeahhappybirthday..

Karabo:yeahandnowitstimeforthepaty..

Shesaiddancingtothesongthathadstarted

playingatahighvolume.TheydraggedLeah

withthemthenstarteddancing.Iretreatedwith

Tshepiebesidesme.Iwalkedoutsidetothe

poolwithhim.Thereweren'tpeopleatthepool

yet,theywerenotgoingtogetintothepooluntil

itwaspooltime.Wejustsatbesidesthepool

withmylegsinside,Ihadfoldedmytrackpants.

Tshepie:youguysreallyoutdidyourselves..



Me:yeahbutitwasallQ

Tshepie:andyoualso..

Me:yeah

Tshepie:youseemabitoff

Me:who?me?

Tshepie:nothepool..ofcauseyou

Ichuckled..

Me:mybabyisstillbreach

Him:breach?

Me:she'sinthewrongposition

Tshepie:sowhat'sgoingtohappennow?

Me:C-section

Tshepie:butyouaregoingtobefineright?

Iturnedandlookedsthim..

Me:yeah..I'mgoingtobefine

Tshepie:good..Thewholeearthwilltrembleif



anythinghappenstoyou

Ilaughed..

Me:y'allwillsurvive

Tshepie:survive?Wewon't..eveniftheydont

admitit,youarethebestthingthathasever

happenedtoanyone

Ilaughed..

Me:stopbeingcrazy..

Tshepie:IwantustogotoVictoriafalls,BKand

Dylanagree

Me:Antonyiscoming?

Tshepie:yes!Imissthatdog!

Me:metoo

Tshepie:oratamakgowa(heloveswhitepeople)

Me:yeah..

Tshepie:sotheVictoriafallsthing..whatdoyou

think?



Me:wellI..-

Igotcutshortbysomeoneclearingtheirthroat.

IlookedbackandBandilewasstandingbehind

us,hedidn'tlookmadjusthadhisnumbfacial

expression.Tshepiestoodup..

Tshepie:Iwillgiveyouguysspace

Tshepiethendisappearedinsidethehouse.I

stoodupsoIlookathim.

Him:Iaskedyouwhattheproblemwasandyou

saiditsnothing..

Me:becauseitsnothing

Him:whyareyoulyingtome?

Me:I'mnotlying

Him:Kris..

Me:I'mfineBandile

Him:Iknowaboutthebraintumorthing

Ilookedathim..



Me:I'msureyoudo

Him:whyonearthwouldyoukeepsomething

likethis?

Me:howdidyouknow?

Him:doesitmatter?

Me:youstillhavingmefollowed?

Him:yoursafetycomesfirsttome

Me:thatdoesn'tmeanyoushouldbesnooping

inmylife

him:youarecarryingmychild..soIhaveevery

right..Whyareyouselfish?

Me:nothingisgoingtohappentothebaby

Him:really?Stopbeingachild!

Me:I'mtired..Pleasegivemeabreak

Him:abreak?don'tfuckwithmeKristin!

Me:whatdoyouwantfromme?

Him:Iwantyoutoundergothesurgery



Me:IwilldotheC-sectionafterIseemyfamily

Him:andyouaregoingtotellthem..

Me:andifIdont?

Him:Iwill..simpleasthat

Isatdownagainandkeptquite.

Him:Iloveyou..andI'mnotgoingtosithereand

watchyoukillyourself

Me:nothingwillhappentoher,IwilldoC-section

andthennothingofmewillaffecther

Him:what'sthatthatsupposedtomean?

Me:thatIwilldotheC-section

Him:whataboutthebraintumor?

Me:Idontwanttodiejustyet..Iwanttospenda

bitoftimewithher

Him:younotgoingtodie

Me:stoplyingtoyourself..Itsabitlate,there'sa

risk



Hecameandsatbesidesme..

Him:I'mgoingtotakeyoutothemostefficient

surgeons

Me:andifIdontmakeit?thenwhat?

Him:youwillmakeit..youwillhaveto..forour

littlefamilyok?

Inodded..

HehuggedmeandIjustletitallout.Iwas

scared.

.

**ToBeContinued**
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BANDILE

.

.

Iheldhercloselyasshecrieduntilshejust

calmeddown.Shehadbeenquiteforawhile

nowsoIgentlyshookherbuttherewasno

movement.Shehadfallenasleep.CarefullyI

stoodupthenscoopedherinmyarmsand

walkedwithhertomycar.Unlockingthecar

wasabitchallengesoIhadtopressherabit

againstthecarforsupport,thengotmycarkeys

frommypocket,unlockedthecar.Ifitwasn'tfor

thepregnancyIwouldhaveplacedheronmy

shoulder.Iopenedthebackdoorthenwidened

itwithmyfoot,andgentlyplacedherthere.After

thatIwentbacktothehousetolookforQ.They

weresingingforherasshecuthercake.Qwas

besideshersoIjustwalkeduptohimand

whisperedthatI'mleavingwithKris.

Him:letmetellLeah



HewhisperedsomethingtoLeahwhoturnedto

faceme..

Her:but..issheok?

Me:yeahjustpassedout..

Her:letmecutthecakeforher..

Shecutacakethenplaceditinasaucerthen

handittome.

Her:tellherIsaidthankyou

InoddedasItookthesaucer..

Me:tellherfriend

ShenoddedthenIwalkedout,backtothecar

unlocked,placedthecakeonthepassenger

seatthendrovetomyhouse.ArrivingthereIgot

heroutthenwentwithhertomybedroomand

carefullylayher.Itookoffherclothesleaving

herinherpantiesonly.Regardlessthe

pregnancyshestilllookedbeautifulandsexyas

hell.Herlipswereslightlyparted.Iwentbackto

thecar,tookthecakeoutandletlockedthe



doorsthenwenttobacktomybedroom,tooka

quickshower.AfterbathingIlaybesides

her,anditfeltgoodbeingbesidesher,watching

hersleep..eventhoughitwasnotthefirst

time,wellmaybeIdidsneakinherroomafew

timesbutitdidn'tfeelasgoodasthismoment.

Imadeherlieherheadonmychestandheld

hertightly..Ihaveneverbeenscaredtolose

anyonethewayI'msoscaredoflosingher.The

followingdayIwokeupearly,andcalledSethto

checkifhefoundthebestspecialisttotreat

Krisandalsohavehertestresultssentthere.

Me:whichonesdidyoufind?

Him:IfoundoneinAustralia,he'sgoodIthink

accordingtotheresultsofhisworkbuthe's

expensivebuttheoneisNetherlandsisextra

goodandextraexpensivetoo

Me:moneyisnotaproblem..Emailmeallthis

thenIwillhavealookuntoit

Him:ok..shouldwecontinuewiththeexport?



Me:yes,andmakesureitsailsperfectly..

Him:ok..goodluckonyourgirl

Me:yeah..

Ithenhungupthenturned.Shewasstanding,

leaningagainstthedoorframeofthekitchen

lookingatmebutdressedonlyinmyshirt.

Me:hey

Her:hey..Ifellasleep?

Me:morelikeyoucriedyourselftosleep

Shenodded.Iwalkeduptoher,closingthe

distancebetweenus.

Me:I'mlookingintoafewworldwidebest

surgeons..Youaregoingtobefine

Her:theydon'tcomecheap

Me:neitherdoyou..

Her:youreallydonthavetodothis..ifIdothe..-

Me:I'mdoingthisforme..Idon'twanttolose



youbecauseIdontthinkIwillsurviveit..I'm

doingthisbecauseIloveyoutoomuchtolose

you..I'mdoingthisbecauseyouaremyfamily

togetherwithourdaughter

Iwipedhertears..

Me:IknowImessedupbigtime..butIpromise

neverwillIeverlaymyhandonyou..Iwillnever

laymyhandonyoueveragain

Her:Idontdeserveyou

Ihuggedhertightly.

Me:Ithinkwearemeanttobe..

Shegiggledonmychest..

Itiltedherhead..

Her:whathappenedtoyou?

Me:Irealizedyouownmyheart

Her:ain'tthataweakness?Especiallyto

someonelikeyou?

Me:itisandIdontmind



Sheblushed,IlovedthefactthatIstillhadthat

effectonher.

Me:Iwanttokissyousobadrightnow..

Hereyesfell,shewasbeginningtogetallshy.

Ileanedclosertoherclosingthefewinches

betweenus,shewasnowholdingherbreath.

Me:I'mgoingtokissyounow..

Ileanedmuchmorecloser,feelingherwarm

breathagainstmylips,hereyeswerealready

closedandshelookedsoBeautiful.Ikissedher

tendersoftlips,owningher.Shealwaysmakes

meweaknodoubt.Ipulledoutafterawhile..

Me:whatdoyouwantforbreakfast?

Her:alotoffood..

IlookedatherthenshegiggledandIlaughed

thesound.

Her:muffinswilldo..withpancakes

Ilookedather..



Me:Idontknowhowtocooksohowabout

cornflakesthenIwilltakeyououtforbreakfast

Her:Icanalwayscook

Me:no..I'mtakingyouout

Her:Bandilei-

Me:Kristin..Isaidno,letmeprepareyouthis

cornflakes

Isaidtakingputabowel.

Shesatonthekitchenstoolandwatchedmeas

Ipreparedherthecornflakes..

Me:therewego

IsaidasIsatbesidesherwiththebowel

Her:younoteating?

Me:Ihatecornflakes..

Shenoddedaslookingatme..

Me:I'mgoingtofeedyou,whetheryoulikeor

don't



Itookaspoonfulfromthebowelandbrought

herclosertohermouth.

Me:sayahhbabe

Shegiggledopeninghermouth.Ifedherthe

firstspoon.

Me:goodgirl..whattimeisyourplane?

Her:1400hrs

Me:sowhendoyouplantellingyourfamily?

Shejustlookedatmesilent..

Me:Iwasn'tbluffingwhenIsaidIwouldtell

them

Her:IneedsometimeBandile..Thisisnotflu

Me:andthatswhyyouneedtotellthem

Her:IfeellikeI'mgoingtodie

Me:younotgoingtodie..Trustme

Her:anythingcanalwaysgowrong

Me:stopbeingnegative



Her:itsnotbeingnegative..I'mjuststating

somefacts

Ididn'tevenwanttothinkaboutlosingher

forever,itmademejustsick.

Ikissedherlips..

Me:youwillmakeit..trustme

.

LEAH

.

ThehangoverIwokeupwithinthemorning

wasjustenoughtokillme.Apartofmedrank

alcoholyesterdaywellasapartofhavingfun

butthebiggestpartwasasawaytoforgetall

myproblems.ItseemedlikeIwasinQ'sbed,I

dontthinkImadeitherestillawake,even

thoughIhadahangoverbutIcouldn'treally

misplcethelittlepapersonthebed,theywere

everywhere.Isatupstraightonthebedand

thatswhenthedooropenedandhestood



beforemeholdingaglass.

Him:finallyshesawake

Me:what'sthis?

Itookthefirstsmallpieceofpaperthatwason

myforehead,Icouldfeelit..

"IwroteallthereasonswhyIloveyouasyour

birthdaypresent"

Me:ok..

Itookthepaperonthebed.

"Iloveyoubecauseyouarecrazy"

Ilaughed..

Me:I'mcrazy?

Him:youdidn'tknow?

Itookanotherone..

"Iloveyoubecauseyoumakemefeel

complete"

Itookanotherone..



"Iloveyoubecauseyouhavechangedmefor

thebetter"

Me:thisisreallyniceandromanticQ

Him:I'mglad..

Me:butimI'mdying..

Myvoicewasevenshaky,mylipsweredry..Ijust

feltlikeI'mdislocated.

Him:yeah..Imadeyouthis,giveit6minutesand

theheadachewouldbegone

Hehandmetheglass,ithadsomethinginit,and

itstinkbutthenIhadnochoice.

QuicklyIgulpedeverythingdownwithout

stoppingtobreath.

Him:good..wannabath?

Inoddedstandingup.Iwalkedtothebathroom,

thenlookedatmyreflectiononthemirror.I'm

sureifIshowupatanyhorrormovieaudition

theywouldhireme.Myhairwasjustmessyand



myface,quicklyIbrushedmyteeththenI

strippednakedsteppingintotheshowerletting

thecoldwaterhitmybody.Afterawhileof

beingintheshowerIfelthandsaroundmy

waist.Icouldfeelhimbehindme.

Him:thoughtyouneededcompany

Myfaceburnt..

HeturnedmearoundsoIfacehim.

Him:yesterday-

Me:aboutyesterdayIjustwannasaythankyou

Hesmiled

Him:anythingforyou..yousaidacoupleof

thingsyesterday

Me:me?when?

Him:whenIwasdrivinghome..Andyouwere

drunk

Me:IhopeIdidn'tsayanythingembarrassing

Him:no..youtalkedaboutyourmom..



Ilookedathim,IneverreallytoldQaboutthat

fuckery.

Me:whatdidIsay?

Him:youtalkedabouttheabuse..thenyouwent

ontotalkaboutthe..fertilitything

Me:ohh

Him:firstofallIjustwanttoletyouknow

that..thatI..ummh

Heswallowedhardmakingmyheartbeatfast..

Me:whatisit?

Him:LeahI..Iloveyou

Myworldstoppedspinning,eversincewe

starteddatinghe'sneversaidthe3words.

NeverandIneverwantedtopressurehimor

anythingbutitalwayshurtwhenItoldhimIlove

himbutheneversaysitback.Ilookedathim..

Me:you..what?

Him:Iloveyouandfertileornot..itdoesn't



matterplusthere'salwaysIVF

Me:Q..

Him:Iwantyoutobeabletobefreearound

me..Idon'tbiteanditseemslikethisthingwith

yourmotherisaffectingyoubadlyandIwantto

bethereforyou

Me:IdontwantyoutothinkI'mmessedup

Him:Idon't..

Me:IloveyoutooQ

Hesmiledthenhuggedmebutsomethingkept

onpokingme.Ichuckled..

Him:Ican'thelpit..Ididn'tgetsomeforyour

birthday

Me:Ithinkthatcanberectified

Him:Ilikethesoundofthat..

Hesaidashekissedmepushingmeagainst

thewall.

.



Idressedinmydenimshorts,adenimshirtwith

flip-flops.

Q:pleasebequick..Weneedtobuygroceryin

themorning

Q'shousehadnothingatthemoment.He

usuallysurvivesontakeawaysbutnotwhenI'm

around..

Me:I'mdone,justwannadrymyhair

Him:youcouldhavelongdonethatdollface

Me:just2minutes

Isatonthedressingtabletakingtheblow

dryer/hairdryer.

Q:2minutesorelsedraggingyououtofhere

Hethenwalkedoutleavingmedryingmyhair.

OnceIwascompletelysatisfiedIstoodupthen

tookmyphoneandwenttothekitchenwhereI

heardvoicesarguing.Istoodbesidesthedoor

watchingQwithsomewomanarguingbut

doubtitwasthemother.Theylookedalike.



Woman:sowhatnow?forthefirsttimeinyour

lifecanyoujustdothingsaccordingly?

Q:there'snothingaccordinglylikebeingforced

tomarrysomeoneIdontwanttomarry

Woman:forced?Q..doyourealizethatthis-

Q:Idont!IhaveagirlfriendandIloveher

Shelaughed..

Woman:Godisreallytestingme

Q:donttalkaboutGodbecausehehasnothing

todowiththisshit

Woman:thatgirlfriendofyourswill-

Thatswhenshesawme,shestoppedtalking

thenjuststarredatmegivingmethatlook.

Me:morningmam

Her:sothisisher?youwannawifethisthing?

Q:Maplease

Her:Iwanttoknow..Yourfatherhashopesfor



youQuincy..Canyounotdisappointhim?

Q:Ihavebeendoingokwithoutyouguys

Her:Katlehoisagoodgirl,hasrespect,studied

business..She'sareallyagoodgirlraisedfrom

alovingfamily..Youwilllikeher

Q:I'msureIwouldbutasyoucanseeIlove

someoneelse

Her:lookatthewayshesdressed..Shesmells

prostitutealloverher..shelookslikeanunfertile

prostituteallsheneedstodoisgiveyouabill..

Ichuckled,thiswomanwasspillingvenomand

itwassurelystinging.

Q:canyoupleaseleaveMa

Her:youkickingmeout?

Me:IthinkIshouldgo

Her:ehhleave

Q:Leahifyouleave..

Helookedatmewithadontyoudarelook.



Q:Maplease

Sheclickedathertoungethentookherbagand

walkedout.

IlookedatQ..

Me:youshouldn'tdonethat..shesyourmother

Q:sheneedstorespectyoubecauseifshe

doesn'tmeandherwillhaveaseriousproblem.

Allthepastyearswehavenotbeentalkingand

todayshecomestomyhousetellingmeabout

somearrangedmarriageshit!

Me:Ithinkyoushoulddrivemehome

Him:wearegoingforgroceries..Stoptalking

shit

Me:she'sright..Q..youknow..You-

Him:hey!Nomorediscussingthatwomanin

thishouseweclear?

Ilookedathim..

Him:areweinthesamepage?



Inodded..

Him:good..Idontwantyoutobeupset..Itold

you..Iloveyouregardlessanything..Soplease

Me:ok

Him:goodlet'sgo

Wewalkedoutsidetohiscarthenhedroveto

themall.MymindwasstillstuckonHis

motherswords.

"lookatthewayshesdressed..Shesmells

prostitutealloverher..shelookslikeanunfertile

prostituteallsheneedstodoisgiveyouabill.."

.

KRIS

.

Iheldontothebathroombasintightlyadmy

wholebodyvibratedandIcamehardallaround

him,feelingthesensationasittraveledthrough

mybodyandcamebehindme,shootinghisload



deepinme.Imissedhim,GodknowsImissed

this,histouch,hiswarmbreathagainstmyneck.

HepulledoutasIcaughtmybreath.

Him:let'sgobath..

Hesaidasheledmetothebathtubthatwas

filledwithandwaterandfoambath.Wegotin

andhesatbehindme.

Him:Iwantyoutohavethesurgeryassoonas

possible

Iwishedhecouldjuststoptalkingaboutmy

sicknessandjustletmeenjoythemoment.

Me:ok

Him:yeahmeaningthesoonertheC-sectionthe

soonerthesurgery

Me:Iwasthinkingthatmomcouldstaywithour

childwhenshegetsreleasedfromtheglass

tube

Him:yeah..butyouwillbeawakebythen..



Me:ok

Hekissedmyforeheadsoftly..

Me:IloveyouBandile

Him:Iloveyoumore..Wearegoingtoget

throughthis,thesamewaywehaveevergotten

throughanythingelse

Me:Ihaveanameforthebaby

Him:let'shearit

Me:Lethabile

Him:thatsnicewellIguesstwonameswilldo

Me:what'stheotherone

Him:itsmysecret..

Ilaughed..

Me:ok..Ilovebathingwithyou

Him:obviously..Let'sbath..youneedtoeat

Me:youwanttobathme?

Him:IonlyhaveoneplaceIwannawash..



Hesaidashe'shandwentbetweenmylegs.

.

Bandileplacedthelastbagsinhiscar.

Him:thatsall?

Me:yeah..IwillmeetLeahattheairport

Him:ok..

Wegotinthecarthenhedrovetotheairport.

Heparkedwhenwegottherethentookmy

bagsout.

Him:I'mgivingyoutodaytotellyourfamily

Me:youaresocontrolling

Imumbled..

Him:Ithoughtyoudidn'trealize

WewalkedinsidewhereIsawLeahsittingwith

Qallloveydovey.Shestoodupassoonasshe

sawme.

Her:hey



Shesaidhuggingme..

Me:hey..andhappybelated

Her:thankyouforthewonderfulparty

Me:Iboughtyouagift..Iwillshowyouwhenwe

arrive..Itsinthebags

Her:ok..wowfriend..Youglowing

Ismiled..

Her:pleasetellmeyouguysmadeup...

Me:wellyeah..Ithink

Hersmilebrightened..

Her:thatsgreat..Atleastnowyouguysareone

team..

Me:areyouReady?

Her:asever..

OurplanegotcalledoutthenBandilecameand

kissedmebriefly..

Him:Iwillcallandcometomorrow..Sowe



discussawayforward

Inodded..

Him:good..

Hekissedmeonelasttimebeforelettingmego.

LeahandIwalkedawayleavingthemstanding

there..Goinghomewasn'tthatexcitingforme

becauseIknewthenewsIhad..werentsogood.

Thepastfewhourswereabliss,aftereating

breakfastBandiletookmeforabitofshopping,

justwastingmoneybecausewellapparentlyhe

hasit.BoardingtheplaneIsatbesidesLeah.

Leah:ImetQ'smom..

Sheblurted

Me:ohw..howwasshe?

Leah:shecalledmeanunfertileprostitute..

Me:what?

Leah:yeahallIneedtodoisgivehersonthebill

Me:areyouserious?



Leah:morethananything..apparentlyhe's

supposedtomarrysomeKatehoorwhatever

hernameissupposedtobe

Me:asinarrangedmarriage?

Leah:yeah..itwasawful

Me:I'msorry..

Leah:yeah..IfeellikeI'mmakinghimdriftmore

fromhisfamily

Me:dontfeellikethat..

Leah:andnottomentiontheinfertilitything..

Me:youarefertileLeahjustthatyourwomb

mightnotbeabletocarrythebaby..

Leah:stillKris...

Me:Qlovesyou..that'sthatmatters..Dont

stress

Leah:yeah..

Wedidourbeltsaftersomeannouncementthat

wewerealmosttakingoff.Bythetimewewere



landingLeahwasasleep,I'msogladthat

Bandilesmomdoesn'thateme.Havinga

motherinlawwhoHatesyouisaserious

problem.

Ishookherabitafterwelanded.

Her:already?

Me:prettymuch

Sheyawnedasweundidtheseatbelts.After

thatwewalkedtothewaitingafterwetookour

bags.MomandAlexwerewaitingforLeahand

I.

Alexrantowardsusassoonasshesawus

thenhuggedmethenLeah.

Alex:HiLeah..Kris

Leah:hey

Me:Hi

Alex:wowyoureallyhuge

Me:Iknowright



Shebrushedmytummysoftlyaswewalked

towardsmom.

Alex:Imisstattooedboyfie

Leahlaughed,nowshehastodealwithmy

crazyfamily.

Me:BathongAlex!

Alex:keng,leavemeanywayhowareyouLeah?

Leah:fineDarlingyou?

Alex:I'mgood

Bythenwewereapproachingmom.Shemetus

halfwaythenhuggedus.

Mom:girls..welcome

Leah:thankyoumam

Mom:howareyouLeah?

Leah:I'mgoodyou?

Mom:I'mfine..

Wewalkedtothecarthengotin.Shedrove



home,arrivingthereIsawSam'scaroutside.

Wegotoffthecarwhenwearrivedthengot

insidethehouse.AlexstilltiringLeahasalways

butthenthatsherstyle.Gettinginsidethe

houseIwaswelcomedbyawarmhugfrom

Sam.

Me:hey

Him:hey

Hepulledout..

Him:how'sher?

Hesaidpointingmytummy.

Me:shewillbeokhowareyou?

Him:I'mfine

Hesmiled..

Me:what?

Him:youaresmilingtodaymeaningonlyone

thing



Me:whichis?

Him:youmadeup

Ilaughed..

Me:whatever,I'mreallyhungry..istherefood?

Him:letmewelcomeourguest

HewalkedtoLeahwhowasgettinginsidethe

houseandhuggedher.

AstheywelcomedherIsearchedthewhole

kitchenforfoodandstartedeating.

Mom:dontfinishmyfoodwena

Me:Iwon't

Mom:Leahwillsleepinyourroomok

Me:yeah

TheywenttomyroomwhileAlexstayedwith

me.

Her:Ilikesleepingwithyou

Me:Dontworry..Iwilldosomesleep-overson



yourbedsometimes

Her:ok..anywayhowareyou?

Me:didn'tyouaskthat?

Her:Idontthinkso

Me:wellI'mfine

Her:Tshepiesayshewaswithyouyesterday

Me:yeah..whattimeishecoming?

Her:tomorrowmorning

Me:okhow'sschool?

Her:schoolisokasalways..

Shestartedtellingmeallaboutit.Shesurehad

alottotellme.Shewasnowinform5.

Me:sotheexamsareapproachingsoon

enough..Youready?

Her:asalways..Dadtoldmeyouaregoingto

schoolinHarvard.Ifthatssonextyearthats

whereI'mcoming



Me:IdontknowAlex..ifItransferthenyouwill

definatlycomewith

Her:thatsgreat..doesshemove?

Shewasnowbrushingmytummy..

Me:yeah..

Her:Ican'twaittoseeher..kanahavingababy

withacuteylikeNdile..ijoocuteniggas,hot

niggas,handsometattooedniggaswillbless

youwiththemostbeautifulbabiesbae..ok

Ilaughed..

Me:I'malsobeautiful

Her:yes..beautifulsexycutegirlplusfucken

hot,outofthisworldsexymosthandsome

niggaisequaltocutebaby

Ilaughed..

Me:who'schildareyou?

Her:soIwasthinkingwenameherApril..Or

Selena



Me:shealreadyhasaname

Her:whatisit?

Me:Lethabile

Her:Englishname?

Me:wehaven'tthoughtaboutthat

Her:thenletmesuggest..-

MomthencamebackwithLeahdownstairs

togetherwithSam.

Mom:yeahsowelcometoBotswanamybaby

Sam:IcandriveyouaroundwithKristomorrow

Leah:thatwillbenice

Mom:yes..howwasyourcheckup?

Me:ok

Sam:isthebabyhealthy?

Me:shesfine

Momdidn'tsaynomore,Ifeltlikeshehadn't

reallygottenoveritorhadn'texactlyforgiven



me.Shestartedpreparingtocookwhile

everyonedispersedleavingmewithheralone.

Me:youneedanyhelpMama?

Her:aiino..goseatandrelax..I'msurethesitting

wastiring.

Me:I'msorryI'mpregnant

Shelookedatme..

Her:wegotoverthatlongtimeago

Me:Ifeellike..youhaven'tforgivenme

Her:IlongforgaveyouKris,youaremychildand

mistakesdohappen.Youarebackwiththat

boyfriendofyours?

Ikeptquite,Ididn'tevenknowtheappropriate

answerforthat.

Her:aslongasheknowsafterthebabyis

born..youaremovingawayitsok

Me:hetalkedtohislawyeraboutchildcustody

Her:and?



Me:hewantsustosharethechild.Whenthe

childusnotgoingtoschoolhewantstohave

herfortwomonthsinevery7monthsand

duringalltheschoolholidays

Her:wedidn'tdenieyhimtherighttoseehis

daughter

Me:hesaidhe'sjust..Keepingadvancesinorder

andIagreedwithhim

Her:youagree..

Me:yes..I'mnotgoingtokeepmychildaway

fromherfather

Her:Iwilltalktoyourdad

Me:Ihavealreadysigned

Shestoppeddoingwhatshewasdoingfora

secthencontinuedagain.

Her:goodforyou

Me:yeah

Her:whatifhetookadvantageofyou?



Me:hewillneverdothat

Her:butthenhetookadvantageofasmallgirl

andgotherpregnant

Me:hedidnothingofsuch

Her:sowhathappened?

Me:meandhimareequallytoblame

Her:heknewyouwerestillyoungKristin

Me:IsaidI'msorry

Her:thisisnotabouttheapologyKris,youcan

apologizeallyouwantbutitstillwon'tchange

thatsomeoldermangotyoupregnant

Me:itsjust6yearsdifference..There'snothing

oldinthat

Her:couldn'thefindhisownagemates

Me:whenwillyouseeIlovehim!

Her:I'mnevergoingtoseeit

Tearswerecascadingonmyface..



Me:hemakesmehappy..Outofeveryonehe

makesmehappy

Her:happy?

Me:yeshappy

Her:whatmakesyouthinkhewon'tleaveyou

formaturegirls?thispregnancy?Babygirlwake

andsmellthecoffee.Thisboyfriendofyours

willsoonfindhisagematesnotsomekidwho's

ontopofthatpregnant

Me:hewon'tleavebecausehelovesme

Her:keeptellingyourselfthat..nowadaysthey

dontabandontheirkids..he'sgoingtotakecare

ofhischildbutasforwena..-

Istoodupandwalkedoutsidenotwillingto

hearmore.Isatbehindthehouseandsilently

cried.Ihaveneverhadanargumentwithmy

momasheatedasthisone.

Ididn'tevenwhattothink.AfterawhileSam

cameandsatbesidesme.



Him:she'sstillangry

Me:yeah..

Him:shewillcomearound

Me:Ihopeitwon'tbetoolate

Him:toolate?

.
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Him:toolate?

Me:yeah..toolate

Him:what'sgoingon?

Me:rememberthemigraine..

Him:yeah..

Me:Ihavebraintumorandtheyhavefoundita

bitlate..Bandilesaidhe'sgoingtogetmethe

most..wellthebestsurgeons..Butstillthe

chancesofnotmakingitarejusttoomuch

Hejustlookedatme,probablydigestingwhatI

justsaid.

Me:he'stheonewho'sforcingmetotell

you..andI'mgoingtohaveaC-sectionsothat

thebabycanfinishitsfullmonthsinaglass

Him:Wow!

Hestoodupandleanedagainstthewall

Me:I'mscared..I'mreallyscared

Him:Iwillcallhimtoseehowfarhe'swiththe



search

Me:hewantsthesurgerytobedonequicklyso

toavoidanyfurthercomplications

Him:Iwillcallhim..Godthisisfuckedup!

Me:youdon'tknowhowIfeel..nooneknows

howIfeel..howdeepmypainruns

Hesatbesidesmeagainandmademeliemy

headinhisshoulder..

Me:I'malwaysfeelinglikecrap..ifitwasn'tfor

thisbaby..IdontknowwhereIwillbe

Him:donttalklikethat..wewilldealwiththisas

afamily..

Me:Isignedsomechildcustodydocuments

withBandile..Becausemyfamilywantstokeep

hischildawayfromhim..dealingwithitasa

familymeansmyfamilytakingovermylife

Hekeptquite..

Me:itsneveraboutdealingwithitasafamilyits



aboutohhshe'sfailedherownlifesowewill

pickupthepiecesforher

Him:youknowitsnotlikethat

Me:ohwreally?

Him:wewantnothingbutthebestforyou

Me:itdoesn'tevenfeellikethatSam..

Him:let'sgetinside..Foodisready

Me:I'mnothungry

Istoodupandwalkedinsideandwentstraight

tomyroom.ClosingthedoorItookoutmy

phoneandcalledBandile.Heansweredaftera

while..

Him:butterfly..arrivedsafely?

Me:mhhm

Him:areyouok

Me:IwanttodotheC-section

Him:ok..IhavelookedaroundandIhavebooked



youatAmsterdam,Netherlands.Ifoundthebest

Neurosurgeon

Me:howmuchisit?

Him:leavethecoststome

Him:iftheyperformtheC-sectionthenaftera

weekwewillgotoNetherlands

Me:Iwanttosurviveformy..ourdaughterand

you..Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoumorebabe..howdiditgo?

Me:Idontknow..ItoldSam..I'msurehe'stelling

them..youknowhowtheyare

Him:dontworryaboutthat..haveyoueaten?

Me:yeah..

Him:dinner?

Me:I'mnothungry

Him:Idontwantyoustarving

Me:Ihadanargumentwithmom..I'mnot



feelingfood

Him:dontstarve..Iwon'tsleepknowingyounot

eating

Me:canIhavetheC-sectiontomorrow..Idont

wanttheBraintumortospreadanyfurther

Him:yeah..Iwillbookyouinaprivatehospital

therethenhaveaspecialisttransferredthere

Me:wehaveenoughgoodspecialisthere..good

doctors

Him:IknowbutI'mnottakingchancesKris..

Me:soyoucomingtomorrow?

Him:yeah..Iwillbethere

Me:mymomstilldislikesyou

Hechuckled..

Him:IwillbecomingwithIvybutIthinkshestill

hatesmebecauseIhaven'tusedmycharmon

her..waittillthatmomentIrunmycharmunto

her



Ilaughed..

Me:youaresofullofyourself

Him:I'mtellingyou..youusedtohateme..look

today

Me:suchanegoyouhave

Him:itsthetruth..Ialreadymissyou

Me:wehaven'tgottenbacktogether

Hechuckled

Him:Idon'trememberusbreakingupever..we

neverbreakupbabe..neverwillwebreak

up..forgetitok?

Me:yeah..myparentsaregoingtomakeme

move

Him:Iknow..

Me:whatarewegoingtodo?

Him:Icanalwayscompromise..Thats

love..samewayyoucompromisedforme,we

allknowifitwasn'tformeyouwouldbein



Harvard

Me:youwillmovewithme?

Him:yeah..Ihavebeenthinkingoflaunchinga

newbusiness

Me:that'sgreat..

Him:yeah..

Me:STCCisexpanding

Him:yeah..theaimistomakemoney

Ilaughed..

Me:andIsawthenewLamborghini

Him:Ineedtolookmyname,thei8isstill

waitingforyou..

Me:Itoldyou

Him:Idontunderstandwhyyouwon'ttakeitin

thefirstplaceMrsThulani

Me:itstoomuchMrThulani

Him:Iboughtitbecauseyoumeansomuchto



me,youareworthmorethananythinginthe

world,whenwecomebackpleasetakeit

Me:Bandilei-

Him:please..Pleasetakeit..

Me:ok

Him:promise?

Me:yeah

Him:good..nowpleasegoandeat

Me:whereyounotlistening?

Him:Iknowyoufoughtwithyourmom..but

pleasegoandeat

Me:Ireallydontlikeyou

Him:andIloveyoumore..nowpleasegoand

eat..anddontthinkyouwillfoolme

Me:bye

Hechuckled..

Me:Iloveyou



Him:Iloveyoutoo..now

Ihangupthentookadeepbreathbeforegoing

downstairs.Ididfeelabithungry.

Iwalkedtothekitchenignoringeveryone,they

weresosilent.GettinginthekitchenIheard

momcallingme.Iwalkedbacktothedining

roomwheretheywereallsitted.Alex'seyes

wereredandthewayeveryonelookedatmeno

doubttheyknewnow.

Me:Ma

Mom:thefoodisthisside

Shesaidpointingatthecasserole.

Inoddedthenwenttothetableandsatbesides

Sam.Idishedformyselfignoringtheireyeson

me.Istartedeating,Ididn'trealizeIwashungry

untilIstartedeating.Momhadcookedbaked

fajitas.IremembertherewasatimewhereI

usedtohatethembuttodaytheydidn'ttestas

horrible.



Halfwaythroughmyplate,myphonestarted

ringing,itwasBandile.Iknowhowmomhatesit

soIjustignoreditandcontinuedeating.The

wayeveryonewassoquite,especiallyAlex.

Shesonepersonwhoneverkeepsquite,not

ever.Shesreallyloud.

AfterIwasdoneIpushedmyplateasidethen

dishedmyselftheambrosiafruitsalad,moms

favourite.

Me:whythesilence?

Ifinallyasked,thesilencewasreallychokingme.

Alex:youhavebraintumor?

Me:I'mgoingtogettreated

Mom:whydidyoukeepthisawayfromusKris?

Me:I'msorry..Iwasscared

Mom:doyouknowhowmuchIloveyou

Letlhogonolo?

Me:Iloveyoutoo



Mom:keagorata..thatalegone(Iloveyouso

much)youaremychild,myninemonths

Letlhogonolo,youaremydaughter..Idonthave

anotherKristinoutthere..Youtheonlyonlyone

IkeptquiteasIgotallemotional.

Mom:andnomatterwhatyouwillalwaysbemy

daughter,Idonthateyourboyfriend,I'mjust

tryingtoshowgorethisguycanleaveyou..he

willleaveforgrownupgirls..I'mtellingbecause

Iknowthis..therearechancesthathecanleave

youandhehasnothingtolose.Hehasahisbig

companymakingmoney,okgwetsatsonedi

koloitsadimillion..(hedrivesexpensivecars)

hehasnothingtolosewithyoubutyouonthe

otherhand..,Idon'twantyoucryingandtelling

meInevertoldyou..I'mjusttellingyouthe

possibilities..

IknewshewasrightbutBandilewouldnever

leaveme..helovesme.Ikeptonconvincing

myselfthat.



Sam:lethimdareleaveyouaftergivingyoua

baby

Samsaidsqueezingmyhandinassurance.

Mom:whendidyoufindoutaboutthebrain

tumor?

Me:yesterday

Mom:Iwillcallyourfather..

Me:ok..butIhavealreadyfoundagood

surgeon..

Mom:ohhwhoisit?

Me:he'sinNetherlands..Bandileisalready

makingmeanappointment..I'msurehecan

bookticketsforyoualsotocomewith

Mom:hehas?

Sam:yes..andit'sexpensivebuthe'spaying..I

thinkthatsenoughproofhewon'tleaveherMa

Mom:itmightnotbetoday

Alex:soyouwillbeflyingtoNetherlands?



Me:afterIdoaC-section..thedoctorsaid

undergoingthesurgerywhilestillpregnantis

puttingthebabyatrisk

Mom:soyouaregoingtohaveac-section?

Me:yesthenIwilldothesurgery

Mom:andtherisksthatyouwillbefacingare?

Me:Idontknow..Imightnotmakeit

Icouldseeshewasgettingdrainedbyallthis..

Me:butBandilesayshe'stakingmetothebest

surgeonouttheresoIbelieveIwillbeokafter

allthis

Leah:whenareyoudoingthesurgery?

Me:I'mnotssure,butIthoughtmaybeIcould

theC-sectiontomorrow..

Mom:sonottodelaythesurgery..Igetit..Iwill

takecareofyourchild..

Me:thankyousomuch..

Istoodupandwalkedtoherthenhuggedher,I



couldn'thelpmytears.

Mom:afterallshesmygrandchild

Me:Iloveyou

Mom:Iloveyoumore

Mom:Iwillcallyourdad..andIneedtospeakto

thatboy

Alexlaughed..

Alex:ahhMama..gatwethatboy

Momchuckled..

Mom:whatcanwesay..

Sam:excuseme..

Hestoodupanddisappearedupstairs.

Leah:I'mgladeverythingisgoingtobefine

Me:don'tworryaboutit..

Leah:I'mstilltheGodmotherofthechildright?

Alex:NyaammaLeah..I'mtheGodmother



Itfeltmuchbetternow,everyonewasconvinced

expectonlyme,anythingcouldgowrongand

thatwouldbeit.

.

LEAH

.

AfterdinnerIlayKris'sbedbesidesher,while

mymindjustranwithme.Qhadn'tcalledand

it'ssounlikehimtodothat,maybehe'sthinking

aboutwhathe'smomsaid.IlookedatKriswho

wasbesidesmeonthephonewithBandile.The

wayshewassmilingyouwouldswearshesnot

thepersonwhohasbraintumor.

Her:no..becauseIwaseating..Yes..

Shegiggled..

Her:thatwouldn'thavebeensobad..

Whateverhewassayingwasreallymakingher

loseit..herfacewasturningred.



Her:mhhm..didyoueat?..Isitworking?

Shelaughed.Theykeptatitforsomemorefew

minutesandevenwenttotheextentofkissing

eachotheroverthephone.Itwasreallycuteif

youaskme.Aftershehungupshethrewthe

phonebesideshershelookedatmesmiling

fromeartoear.

Her:sohowareyoufindingBots?

Me:KrisI'mscared

Sheturnedandlookedatme,shewasbeginning

togetworried.

Her:scared?

Me:scaredofeverythingthat'shappening,Q

hasn'tcalledyet

Her:maybehe'sbusy

Me:ormaybethefactthatI'minfertile-

IstoppedtalkingbecauseIdidn'twanttothink

aboutit.



Her:howmanytimesdoIhavetotellyouthat

youarenotinfertile?

Me:Idontknowwhattothink

Her:Iwillsmackyourassnexttimeyoutalk

aboutbeinginfertile

Ismiled..

Me:maybehe'sjustbusy

Her:yes..nowstopstressing..

Me:can'tbelieveyouwillbeouttomorrow..

Irubbedhertummythenshestilled.

Me:what'swrong?

Her:shejustmoved..

Shetookmyhandandplaceditonthebump..

Indeedshewasmoving..

Me:thisisnice

Her:yeah..sowhatdidQgetyouforyour

birthdaypresent?



Me:alotofshit..

Shelaughed..

Her:really?

Me:yeah..hegavemereasonswhyhelovesme

Shesmiled..

Her:thatscute..

Me:yeah..

Outofeveryoneinmylife,IthinkKriscomes

first.Notsolongagoshewasjustmerenew

comer,soreservedandstillis.Nomatterhow

muchshecouldhideitbutIcouldseethefear

inhereyesbutthenshetriedbyallmeansto

coveritup.

.

WewereseatingatthehospitalBandilehad

bookedherinto.Bandilearrivedearlyinthe

morningwithhismother.Itwasactuallyfunny

becauseheknockedonthedoor,thenluckilyI'm



theonewhoopenedthedoorbecauseifitwas

Krisshecouldhavehadaheartattack.Theway

Krisfrozewhenshesawhim..itwasfunny

becauseshewasscared..Scaredthather

mothercouldbashhimtogetherwithhis

motherbutinsteadtheunexpectedhappened.

Kris'smomwasactuallynice,theytalkedabout

thesurgeryandall.Hewaswearingajacket

andIguesseditwastocoverupthetatoos.

Kriswasjustquitethroughoutthewhole

conversation.Alexontheotherhandwasjust

excitedtoseehim,theyjustclicked.Isatinthe

waitingroomwithAlex.

Alex:doyouthinkshesgoingtobeok?

Me:yeah..Shewillmakeit

Shehasto..

Myphonevibratedfrommyjeansmakingme

standup.ItookitoutanditwasQ.

Me:hi



Him:heyI'msorryIdidn'tcallyesterday,was

busyashell

Me:itsok

Him:how'severythinggoing?

Me:KrisishavingtheC-sectiontoday

Him:shesgoingtobeok

Me:yeah

Him:Iwillcomethereforsupport

Me:thatwillbenice

Him:okletmebath..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hethenhungup.IwalkedbacktoAlexbutshe

waswiththisotherboys,theywereactuallyfour

includingTshepie.

Alex:ohhummhguysmeetLeahKris'sfriend

andLeahmeetDylan,BK,andAntonyandmy

boyfriendTshepie



Shesaidpointingatthem.

Tshepie:wehavemet

TheBkguydecidedtoshakehandswithme..

BK:weareallherfriends

Me:wellitsnicemeetingyouall

Hesmiled..

Dylan:hiLeah,I'mDylanandI'msingle

Thewholecrewlaughed..

Me:wellhiDylan,nicemeetingyouandI'mina

relationship

Theylaughed..

Dylan:wecanalwaysreplace

Ijustlaughed..Thisguyswerehilarious

Antony:dontmindthem..Iwillprotectyoufrom

thisvultures..

Hesaidcomingclosetomeandholdingmy

hand..



BK:saystheLion..HedatesChinesegirls..ifyou

notChineseforgetit

Antony:bruhwhenlastdidyougetlaid?

Dylan:itsbeenlong..itsbeenlong!

Antony:nowonder

BK:mxmsaystheguywhojerksoff

Theywentonandonlikethisthatmyribseven

hurt.AfterawhileKris'smomtogetherwith

BandilesmomandSamcameback.

Sam:majita!

Dylan:Mr!

BK:MrHarvard

Antonylaughed..

Antony:ssup?

Tshepie:gatweMrHarvard..kantebathoba

mentalbakae?

Sam:y'alllookfresh



Antony:asusual

Kris'smotherclearedherthroatsilencing

everyone..

Her:boys!

Antony:Dimamzo

Tshepie:number1ladyinthelist

Her:howareyou?

Dylan:wegood,how'sshe?

Her:welltheyarestillpreparingher..youcango

seeherbeforetheoperation

Shelookedabitoff,probablyworriedabouther

daughter.

Wewalkedtoherroomaftershedirectedus.

Gettinginsideshewaswithanursewhowas

fixingsomething.Shesmiledassoonasshe

sawus.

.

KRIS



.

Seeingthemwasjustheartwarming.Even

thoughthecrazinessistoomuchbuttheyare

thebestinliftingsomeoneelse'smood.

Dylan:how'sourbabymylove?

Me:she'sok..

BK:haiiithisbabyishuge..lookhowshewants

toburstyourstomach

Welaughed,trustBKtosaythat..

Tshepie:youdissedmeyesterday

Hesaidhuggingme

Me:soorry...pleeease

Tshepie:ok..howareyoufeeling?

Me:Iwillbefine..

Antony:mylady

Me:hey..

Hecameandgavemeawarmbearhug.



Me:Imissedyou

Antony:metoo..somuchhashappened

Me:itslife

Antony:youhavetosurvive..

Idontknowwhotoldthembutitmusthave

beenTshepieafterAlextoldhim.

Me:yeah..

Bk:itsmyturn..

HepulledAntonyawayfrommethenhugged

me.

BK:Imissedyou

Me:metoo

BK:tlhammatellyourboyfriendtobookmea

flighttoNetherlands

Ilaughed..

Me:Iwill

DylanthencameandstoodbesidesBK.



Dylan:BK,lookatLeah..

BKmovedabittolookatLeahandashedid

thatDylantookhisspace.

Dylan:helikesthingstoomuch..

Hehuggedmetightly.

BK:gorillakewena!

Dylan:youwanttoplayPS4whenyoucome

backfromNetherlandsatmycrib?

Me:Iwouldloveto

Dylan:itsadate..

Hethenheldmyhand..

BK:don'ttouchherhand,gatweherboyfriendke

therock

Ilaughed..

Me:ohhmyGod..youguys

Antony:youdidn'thearwell..itsBrockLesner

Theyalllaughed..



Leahcameandstoodattheothersidewith

Alex.

Leah:hey

Me:hey..

Alex:howdoesitfeel?

Ilaughed..

Me:scary

Alex:youwillbefine

Me:yeah..

Leah:Ican'twaittoseethelilbaby

Me:metoo

Alex:okaeTreysongz?

Dylan:it'sTherocknotTrey

Leah:youguysarejealous

BK:haikona!wenotjealous..Juststatingthe

truth..

Tshepie:ifhe'sBrockLesner..he'sBrock



Lesner..gatweTrey!

Alex:keTreyabuti..

Afterawhilethenursehadtoldthemtoleave,

there'snooneloudermorethanthispeople.

Nurse:youhave10minutes

ShesaidwalkingoutjustthenBandilecamein..

Me:letmeguess..youhadmyfriendschased

out

Him:Treysongzalsoneedtimewithyou

Ilaughed..

Me:dontmakemelaugh,theyinjectedmewith

somethingonmybackanditsabitpainful

Him:youaregoingtobefine

Me:ok

Him:youlookbeautiful

Me:Idon'tfeelit

Him:Ithinkshesgoingtobeprettylikeyou



Iblushed..

Me:Iwantyoutobeherewhentheydoit

Him:babethisisnotnormalbirth..theywon'tlet

meeitherwaybecauseitsanoperation

Me:ok

Him:butIwillbewaitingforyou

Me:whatifsomethinghappenstomeor..-

Him:nothingwillhappentoyoubabe,youare

safe

Me:ok

Him:Ithinkyoujustneedakisstomakeyou

feelbetter

Igiggled,afterawhilehewaskissingmehard

ashesoftlybitmylowerlipagainandagain.He

pulledputafterawhile..

Him:ifwedontstop..immafuckyouonthisbed

Igiggledshyly.



Me:NdilerememberthetimeIgaveyouback

yourhousekeys?

Him:Idon'tlikewherethisisgoing..

Me:whowasthatgirl?

Him:someonenotimportant

Me:who'sshetoyou?

Him:Idontwantyouupset

Me:Ijustwannaknow?who'sshe?

Him:someExfuck

Me:yousleptwithherthatday?

Him:noIdidn't

Ilookedinhiseyesanditdidn'tseemlikehe

waslying.Inodded..

Him:Ihaveneversleptwithhereversinceyou

Me:I'mhungry

Him:thedoctorsaidyoushouldn'teatanything..

Justthenthenursecamebackbutshewasn't



alonenow..shehadamalenursebesidesher..

Ndile:Iwillbewaitingok?

Me:promise?

Him:promise

Me:ok..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore

Theywheeledmetosomeroom.Iwasstarting

togetscared.Whenwegotthere,theymade

melieonthebedthatwastherealready.They

thentookoffthehospitalgown,thatwasshitlet

metellyou.Ilayonthebedpatientlybutmy

heartwasbeatingfast.ForawhilethereIlet

myselfcalmdown.Afterafewseconds2guys

camewearingbluesthenincludingthenurse

theywere3becausetheotherwentback..

Whenthetwoguysthatlookedlikedoctors

cameIknewshitwasreal.



Theotheronecametomyfaceastheotherone

putsomethinglikeacurtainsothatInolonger

seewhat'shappening.

Guy:hi,I'mCalvinandthatsmycolleague

Kith..what'syourname?

Me:I'mKris

Calvin:nicename..

Itookdeepbreathandprayedsilently.Thiswas

it

.

BANDILE

.

Waitinghasneverbeenoneofmystrongest

points.Seatingtherenotknowingwhatwas

goingon.Icouldseeshewasscared,sowas

I..stillis.Itsbeen2hoursalreadyandthere'sno

feedbackfromanyone.

Ivy:shewillbefine



Me:itsbeen2hoursalready

Ivy:shewillbefineAndile

Me:Idon'twanttoloseherMa

Ivy:youwon't..Youguyswillevengetmarried

andhavekids

Me:Ididsomething

Ivy:whatisit?

Me:itsbad..verybad,IknowI'mabadpersonbut

thistakesitall

Ivy:whatdidyoudo?

Me:IwasscaredIwillloseher,Imeanifit

wasn'tforthebraintumor..Thenshe..shewas

stillgoingtoleaveme

Ivy:Wenzeni?(whatdidyoudo?)

Me:IgotKrisandImarried

Ivy:what?

Me:Igotusmarried..Wellshedoesn'tknowit



Ivy:Nkosiyamiyiniloyenzile(whathavedone)

Me:Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)

Ivy:wenzeni?yoooh!Nkosiyami

Shestoodup,wewerenotsittedclosertothe

others.

Me:NgiyaxolisaMa

Ivy:Ungayenzakanjanilentoiyenzile?Uyayazi

kodwalentoyenzile?(howcouldyoudothat?do

youknowwhatyouhavedone?)

Me:Ngangiphushelekeekhoneni,ngangingazi

ngenzenjani(Iwaspushedintoacorner,Ididn't

knowwhatdo)

Ivy:Ngidingaunginikeiskhathingibengedwa(i

needsomespace)

Shewalkedout.Itookadeepbreath.WhatIdid

wasjustpure...badbutIcouldn'tlose,Ijust

can't.Notaftereverythingwe'vebeenthrough.

Isatdownandburiedmyfaceinmyhead.



AfterawhileIfeltthepresenceofsomeone.I

raisedmyheadupandlookedbesidesme.It

wasAlex.

Her:hey

Me:Kitty

Shelaughed..

Her:don'tcallmethat..IdontlooklikeKittyplus

Ihatecoolcats

Me:mycousinlikethose..andasfarasI'm

concernedyoulooklikeKitty

Her:mxm..kantewhenaretheygoingtotellus

what'sgoingon?

Me:soonIguess

Her:doyouthinkshewillmakeit?

Me:yeahshehasto

Her:yeah

Shelaughed..



Me:what?

Her:IjustrememberedthisothervideoIhaveof

meandKrissinging..

Me:letmeseeit

Her:IwanttostretchmylegssodealisIshow

youthevideothenwetakeawalk

Me:Ihavetohireyouinmycompany..Yougood

atwhatyoudo

Shelaughed..

Her:ohhwhyMr..Bandilethankyou

Ilaughed..

Shetookoutherphoneandstartedplayingthe

video.

Her:Iwasform1andherform3

Shedidlookyoungandfreeandhappy..happier

thanIhaveeverseenher.

Shewassinging..



"LastFridaynight

Yeahwedancedontabletops

Andwetooktoomanyshots

ThinkwekissedbutIforgot

LastFridaynight

Yeahwemaxedourcreditcards

Andgotkickedoutofthebar

Sowehittheboulevard"

Shethenstoppedsingingandstartedlaughing.

IgavethephonebacktoAlex.

Me:Ineedthatvideo

Her:ahhh!Kriswillkillme!likeMURDER!Hang

mealivethensliceme

Me:IthinkwecanstrikeadealMissThompson

.

"KristinMacverdana'sfamily"avoicesaid



makingmeturn.Itwasthedoctor.Istoodup

andwalkeduptohim.Therestcamebehind,

momwassittingwithKris'smotherandAlex

hadgoneback.Ithadbeen3hoursmoreof

sittingdown,Iwasevenstartingtowonder.

Dr:theoperationwasasuccess,wehadafew

complicationsthatderailedus.

Ivy:how'sshe?

Dr:thebabyisfineassuspectedshewastoo

weaksoweputherinanincubatorjustuntil

shesstrongenoughbutthatwon'tbesoon

becauseshesapremature.

Me:whataboutKris?

Alex:how'sshe?

Dr:MrThulani..herheartbeatweakenedduring

caesareansectionoperation..

Me:what?

Mywholeworldstopped.



Dr:butshesfinenowandthatwaswhatdelayed

us..shesok,andthebabyisok

Me:canweseeher?

Dr:yes,butsheneedstorest..

MrsThompsonwipedhertears.

Thedoctorwalkedawayastheywalkedto

Kris'sroombutIdidn'tIfollowedthedoctor.I

wantedtoseeher,Iwantedtoseeourlittle

bundleofjoy.

.

KRIS

.

IexpectedtoseeBandilefirst,wellIwantedto

seehimfirst..togetherwithourchildbutmy

familycamefirst..allofthem,evenIvywhowas

smiling.

Mom:ohhGod!

Momcameandkissedmyforehead..



Mom:wewereworried..

Me:I'mok

Dylan:mybehindevenhurts

BK:eishminetoo

Me:I'mfine

Leah:where'sthechild?

Me:incubator

Leah:I'mgladyouok..Iwasscared

Me:where'sBandile?

Theyallturned..

Ivy:Ithoughthewashere..Thisboy!

Alex:Ithinkhefollowedthedoctortogetafull

report

Inodded..

Momwipedhertears..

Mom:I'mgladyouok



Me:yeah..

Theystayedforabit,thentheywentwhen

visitinghourwasover.Ithoughthecouldjust

walkinbutheneverdid.Myheartwasheavy,I

couldn'tseemychild..oreventheguywhohas

myheart.

AsIlaythereanursefinallycamewitha

wheelchair.

Me:amIgoingtoseemychildnow?

Shesmiled..

Her:yes..

JustthenBandileemerged.Mytearsjust

gushedout..

Me:Ithoughtyouweregone

Him:hey..

Hecameandkissedmylips..

Him:howareyoufeeling?

Me:mylowerbodyisjustnumb..didyouseeher?



Him:yeah..shestiny..andhascurlyhair

Me:everychildhascurlyhair

Him:noteverychild..I'mgoingtocarryyounow

babe

Inoddedthenhegentlyscoopedmeandplaced

meslowlyonthewheelchair.IflinchedasIsat

asIfeltanunfamiliarfeeling.

Him:youok?

Me:mhhm..

Hepushedmetowherevermybabywas.

GettingtomybabyIfeltallemotionalagain.

Shewasinaglass,Itrailedmyfingeronthe

glass..

Me:shessotiny..

Him:Iknow..Shewillbefine

Me:lookatourendproduct..I'mamom..I'm

someone'smotherBandile..I'mamom

Him:youarebabe,andyouwillmakeagreat



mom..

Him:Ihaveaname

Me:and?

Him:SimphiweLethabileThulani

Itriedlaughingbutit..hurtabit..thenumbness

wasbeginningtozoneoffandtheunfamiliar

feelingwaskickingin..

Me:whydomynamehavetocomesecond?

Him:becausebecause..

Hechuckled..

Me:itsabeautifulname

Him:yeah..forourbeautifulprincess

IwishIcouldjustholdher,itseemedlikeshe

wasasleepandrightthereIhadagoal.Iwas

goingtomakeitforherandBandile.Therewas

nothingmoreIwantedthanhaveherand

Bandilewithmeforever..Ididn'tcarewhowas

goingtosayshitorwhatbutthiswasmynew



family..Comeraincomethunder!

.

AfterawhileIwasputtobacktotheroomwith

Bandilebesidesme,theygavemesomepillsfor

thepainIwasstartingtofeel,thenumbness

wasdissolvingandpainwastakingover.Ilay

thereastheymademecomfortableandall.

Him:IhadscheduledyoufortheEndoscopic

endanasalskullbasebutIgavethemyour

resultstheywillhavetodothenormal

neurosurgery

Me:ok

Him:I'msureyourhairwillgrowback

Me:yeah..

Him:andIwillstillloveyoustillwithorwithout

hair

Ilookedathimandsmiled..

Me:promise?



Him:promise..Ipromisebabe

HehuggedmeintoxicatingmewithhisCologne.

Hejustsmeltsogood..

.

BANDILE

.

Ilookedathersleep,itwasaround1900hrs.

Justafewhoursagoshewasinseverepain

becauseofthestitches.Thedoctorshadto

givehersomethingforthepainandthatdosed

heroff.Ikissedherlipsbeforewalkingout,I

hatedtoleaveherbutIjustcouldn'tseatinthe

hospitalthewholeday.Idecidedtogogether

food,eventhoughthehospitalhadalreadygiven

hersomething.Allshehadtoeatwasliquids.I

walkedtomycarasIdialedSenzeni'snumber..

Me:dawg..

Him:itwentwell..

Me:good!IwillmeetupwithDonnanextweek



Him:ok..

Me:Ithinkfornowwecanjustlaylow

Him:whataboutthebank?

Me:Qwantsin..talktohim

Him:ok..

Me:Iwillseeyou...

ThenIhungupbutasIdidthatIbumpedorshe

bumpedintome,butwhateveritisshespilled

hercoffeeonme.

Me:fuck!willyoujustwatchit!

Her:ohhmyGoodI'msorry

Me:shit,itsok!

Mywholeshirtwasjustcoffee..

Her:please..Letmeumhh..

Shethenkeptquite..

Her:youare..God..Ioncesawyou

Ijustlookedather..



Her:I'mLuciabuttheycallmeLulu..Im

Letlhogonolo'sfriend..Yourememberme?we

metatMochudi

Me:amIsupposedtorememberyou?

Sheflushed..

Her:ummh..

Me:Ididn'tthinkso..

Iwalkedtomycallannoyed,somefuckencunt!

.

**ToBeContinued**

Guyspleaselet'skeepthespiritofcommenting

nliking..muchmaratosfromme
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.

"ItstimetogoKris"thenursesaidasItrailed

myhandontheincubator,shewasstill

connectedtodrips.itseemedlikeshewas

beingtiredbutthatwastheonlyway.Shewas

peacefullysleeping.Shewasreallytiny,and

verylightincomplexion.

Me:she'ssleeping..

Isaidwipingoffmytears,IwishedIcouldjust

holdher.

Nurse:andbeautiful..Youhaveareallybeautiful

blessingthere

Ismiled,itsbeenthreedayssinceIhavebeen

here.ThestitchesstillhurtbutIdidn'tcare.

Theywereprooftothebeautifulsoulthatlay

beforeme.

Me:Ican'twaittoholdher

Justthenshestartedcrying..

Me:canIpleaseholdher



Nurse:Ican'ttakeheroutoftheincubator

withoutthedoctor'spermission

Me:justforasecond..Justsoshekeepsquite..

Nurse:Kris

Me:please..I'mbeggingyou..justasec

Shewasstillcrying,thenursesighedasshe

cameovertotheincubator,thentookherout

andhandhertomewithherdrips.Itookadeep

breathasIheldher,shewasn'tevenheavy.I

rockedherbackandforthinmyarmsastears

cascaded.Thefeelingwasjustoutofthisworld.

Shekeptquiteafterawhilebutitseemedlike

shewashavinghiccups.

Nurse:IthinkIshouldputherback..

Shesaidwalkingtowardsme.

"Whatonearthisgoingin?"Bandilesvoicesaid

startlingherabitbutshedidn'tcrybutinthe

otherhandthenursepanicked.

Nurse:she..ummh-



IhandPhiwetohersoftly.Shetookherandput

herbackintheincubatorthenpushedmeback

totheroom.

Ndile:whattheheckwasgoingon?

Nurse:she..I..-

Ndile:what?don'tyouknowhowtodoyourjob?

Me:Bandilestopit..shewascrying,itsnother

faultitsme..Ijustwantedtoholdher

Ndile:babewithoutthedoctor'sapprovalyou

notsu-

Me:Iknow..TrustmeIdo..Ijustwantedtohold

herforafewseconds..Shedidn'tdie..please

dontbemad

Ndile:I'mnotmadatyoui-

Me:don'tbemadatanyone..

Istoodupslowly,thedoctorsaidIshouldstart

practicingwalking.IthurtbecauseconsideringI

wassittinginacomfortablepositionandnowI



havetostandup.

Hewalkedtowardsmeandsupportedmeby

puttinghishandonmyback.

Ndile:stillhurts?

Me:mhhm..ummhthankyouNurseSasaandI'm

sorry..onhisbehalf

Shenoddedandwalkedout..

Me:youshouldn'thavethrewafeet

Ndile:I'msorrybutIdon'twanttotakechances

Me:youarejustoverreacting..Shekeptquiteas

soonasIheldher

Ndile:becauseyouarehermom..

Me:yeah..didyoubringtheyourghut?

Ndile:yeah..let'swalktothebed..

Slowlywewalkedtothebedthenhemademe

sitdown.

Hethentookhisplasticbagthentookout



hundredpercentjuicetogetherwiththe

yourghutandhandonlythejuicetome.

Him:youknowyougoingtoNetherlandsin3

daysright?

Me:mhhm

Him:Kris

Me:yeah..

Him:whatis"mhhm"supposedtomean?

Me:I'mstillinpain

Him:youaregoingtobefine..theyhaveallthe

requirementsneeded...

Me:ok

Hekissedme..

Him:youwillbefine..Ipromise

Me:ok

Him:good..Drinkthat

Hesaidpointingatthejuicethatwasinmy



hand.

Ismiledopeningit..

Me:wannadrinkwithme?

Beforehecouldanswerthedoorswungopen

andAlexwalkedinstillinherschooluniform,

butshewasn'talone.ShewaswithLulu.

Me:Lulu..

Lulu:ohmyGodKris!

Shecameandhuggedme..

Me:modimo!how..?

Lulu:Ihavemyways..howareyoufeeling?Kana

Iwasworried

Me:I'mfine,onlysurprisedtoseeyou

Lulu:howareyoufeeling?

Alex:ummhhi..hello..!

Ilookedather..

Me:hey



Alex:howareyou?heeBathongIwanttosee

Letha..

IlookedatAndilewholookedratherannoyed.I

didn'tunderstandhe'ssuddenchangeofmood.

Me:she'ssleeping

Alex:thlammawenapleeeease..2seconly..Ndile?

Ndile:yeahlet'sgo

Hekissedmycheekthenleftwith

Alex,somethingwasjustwrong.

Lulu:so?howdoesitfeel?

Me:what?

Lulu:havingachild?beingamom?

Me:well..its..Idon'tevenknowwhattosay..its

overwhelming

Lulu:ain'tyouscaredhe'sgoingtoleaveyou?

Me:nah..I'mnotbecauseIknowI'mnotgoingto

losehim..he'smine



Lulu:heee!Girl..niggasarebeingsnatchedout

there

Me:yeahbutnotmineanywayhowareyou?

Wetalkedforawhile,thenAlexcamebackbut

camebackalone.

Me:okaeNdile?

Her:hesaidhe'sgoingsomewhere..Hewillbe

backlater

Inodded..

Lulu:yohmma,Ihavetogo..youknowIhaveto

gobacktoMochudi

Me:ummhok,thanksforvisiting

Shehuggedme..

Lulu:wefriendsafterall..sharp

Thenoffshewasgone.

Alex:shewasstillsleeping..

Me:yeah..ummhwareoilekaeNdilene



mma?(wheredidBandilego?)

Alex:Idon'tknow..

Me:anywayshowwasschool?

.

Bandileneverreallycamebackthatday,Itried

callingbuthe'sphonewentstraightto

voicemail.MomandIvycametoseeduring

eveningvisithour.

Mom:howareyoufeeling?

Shesaidfixingmypillow.

Me:I'mfine

Ivy:that'sgood..didyoueat?

Me:yes,Bandileboughtmefood

Ivy:good..andsodidwe

Shesaidplacingtheplasticbagbesidesme..

Mom:wetalkedtoyourdoctor..-

Myattentiontohergotcutbyatextthatgotin.



ItwasBandile..

"Haderrandstorunto..SorryIcouldn'tcome

back..loveyou"

QuicklyIreplied..

"Areyoucomingtoday,now?"

He'sresponsewassomethingIwasn't

expecting.

"Nah..hadtogoback"

Iputmyphonedownafterreadingthattext,I

wasn'tmadorangry..Iwasjusthurt,hurthe

wouldjustupandleaveasheseefittowithout

eventellingme,especiallyattimeslikethis.

Mom:areweboringyou?

Momaskedbringingmebacktoearth..

Me:no..never

Ivy:howisSimphiwe?

Me:she'sfine..Iheldhertoday..shewascrying



Ivy:thatmusthavebeennice

Me:itwas..

Mom:youactuallydidagoodthingbybringing

yourchildpreparationwithyou

Me:yeah..

TheyStayedforawhileuntiltheyweregone,

wellIdidn'tmindbeingalone..Ineeded

space,spacealone.Thatnightsleepingwas

reallyhardforme,Idon'tifitwasthefactthat

heleftorthepain,physicalpainIwasfeeling.I

waitedforhiscallorforhissurprisevisitlikehe

alwaysdoesbuttheoppositehappened.He

didn'tshowupandithurt.

.

Thabi:she'spretty

Shesaidgivingmyphoneback.Shehadcame

duringthemorningvisittogetherwithLesedi.I

dontknowhowtheyknewbuttheyknew.Iwas

surprisedtoseethemhere.



Lesedi:Iwishshewasmine..Ievenfeellike

gettingpregnantnow

Ilaughed..

Thabi:metoo..onlyifIcanhaveababyascute

asyours

Me:youguysthough

Lesedi:itstrue,howareyoufeeling?

Iwasreallygettingtiredofthatquestion

becausetheanswerisalwaysthesame.

Me:I'mfine

Thabi:IthoughtIwasgoingtoseeBandile

here..where'she?

Me:hadtogoback

Lesedi:goback?

Me:yeah..haderrandstorunto

Lesedi:andsoheleftyou?

Me:no..itwas..important



Lesedi:importantmorethanyou?

Thabi:Lesedi..

Lesedi:I'mjusttryingtounderstand

Thabi:where'sLeah?

Lesedilookedatherbutthenkeptquite.

Me:shescomingabitlater,saidsomething

aboutQcomingover

Thabi:wemissyouguys

Me:wemissyoutoo..

Thabi:weshould-

"Ladies!"Hesaidashegotinholdingflowers.

Thabi:Bandile

Lesedi:Iwasstartingtowonderwhat'smore

importantthanourpreciousdiamondhere

Ndile:there'snothingmuchimportantthanher

Lesedi:thenwherewereyou?

Ndile:whendidwegetmarried?



Lesedi:you-

Ndile:hey!phuma!

Thabimuffledherlaugh,Lesedijustclickedher

toungebeforewalkingout.

Thabi:wewillseeyoulater..

Shesaidkissingmycheekthenshewalkedout

IlookedatBandile,Iwasn'tmad,justupset

aboutthewholething.Justsendingatext

wouldn'thavehurthimeitherway.

Ndile:Iboughtyouflowers

Me:Idon'tlikeflowers

Ndile:babeI'msorry

Me:youarealwayssorry

Ndile:Iknow..

Hewalkeduptomeandputtheflowers

besidesme.

Ndile:thebusinesswasloosingamajordeal..I



hadtodosomething

Me:atextwouldn'thavekilledyouBandile

Ndile:IknowandI'msorry

Me:I'mnotsurprised

Ndile:okIthinkwearetakingitabittoofar

now

Me:itsjustyouneverseemtoconsidermy

feelingssometimesandithurts..Idontwantto

fightwithyou

Ndile:thisisnotfighting..Wejusttalking

Me:wellIdontwanttotalkanymore

Ndile:Kris..I'msorry,Ireallyam

Heleanedoverandbrushedhe'slipsonmine

makingmeholdmybreath.

Ndile:I'msorrybabe

Hethenretracted..

Ndile:howareyou?



Me:fine

Ndile:areyoustillinpain?

Me:whenIwalk

Ndile:stilleatingliquids?

Me:yeahandsoftporridge

Ndile:Ispoketothedoctor

Me:ok

Ndile:youaresupposedtobedischarged

tomorrow..

Me:no..

Ndile:youwillcomeandseeher

Me:no..please

Ndile:Krisbabe..

Me:NdileI'mbeggingyou..justforthislastfew

days..youknowI'mgoingtoNetherlandssoon

Ndile:butitsnotlikeyouaregoingforever

Me:youknowwhatI'msaying..



Ndile:ok..

Heleanedoverbutthistimearoundhe'slips

metmine,Iinhaledhisscentthatintoxicatedme.

Slowlyfeelingmymouth.He'skisswasjusta

I'm-sorrykindofkiss.Hepulledoutafterawhile

leavingmebreathless.Justthenmyphone

startedringing,itwasdad.NervouslyItookit

andansweredasItookinaheavybreath.

Me:Dad

Him:Kristin

Me:how..-howareyou?

Him:shouldn'tIbeaskingyou?

Me:I'mwellyou?

Him:I'msorryIcouldn'tbethere..

Me:itsok

Him:noitsnot..yourmomtoldmeabout

Netherlands

Me:he'sonlytryingtohelp



Him:eitherwayyourmedicalaidisgoingtopay

forit..

Me:ok

Him:Iwasthinkingmaybeafterallthisyou

shouldmovethisside..Wehavemorethan

enoughspaceforyouandmygranddaughter

Me:DadIdontthinkthatsagoodidea

Him:itisplusI'vealreadylookedintoafew

schoolsand-

Me:Idon'twanttomove

Him:isitbecauseofthat..thug?

Me:Ijustwanttolivemyownlifewithout

anyonejumpingin..IknowImadeamistakebut

letmelivemymistake,letmelearnfromit..Ijust

wanttobeKristinwithoutanyoneinfluencing

me..Iwanttomakemyowndecisions,myown

mistakesandlearnfromthem..canIpleasedo

that

Him:nooneistryingtoinfluenceyouor



anything..Itsjustthatweloveyoutoomuch

princess

Me:thencanIpleaselivemyownlife

Him:youwontmoveinwithmebutyouarestill

movingKris,thatoneI'mnotgoingtoarguewith

youonthat

Ikeptquite..

Him:Iwilllookforaccommodation

Me:whataboutLeah?

Him:she'sgoingtohavetodecidetocomewith

ornotbutthatgirlsweetheart..

Me:pleaseno

Him:Iwon'tsaymuchbutifshewantstomove

withyouitsyourchoiceandifshedoesn'tits

stillisherchoice

Me:shesmyfriend

Him:Idontknowaboutthat..Iheardthat

your..boyfriendbookedyouatNetherlands.I



talkedtohimand-

Me:youdidwhat?

Him:Ihadtotalktohim-

Ididn'twaitforhimtofinishhe'ssentenceIhad

alreadyhungup.IlookedatBandilewhowas

justholdingmyhand.

Me:Ididn'tknowyouanddadtalk

Him:wejusttalkaboutyou

Me:doeshethreatenyou?hecanbeabit..You

know

Hechuckled..

Him:he'ssupposedtobelikethat..wantice

cream?

Me:youcamewithicecream?

Him:nahbuti-

Me:nopleasestay..withme

Imovedabittocreatespacebesidesme.



Me:comesleepwithme..

Isaidpattingthespacebesidesme.

Him:youaresick,youshouldn'tbesharingthe

bed.

Me:pleasecomesleepwithme

Him:andthatbedistoosmall

Me:Bandileyou-

Iwascutshortbyhisphoneringing..

Hetookitoutonlytohungupandputitbackin

hispocket.

Me:everythingok?

Him:yeah..

Hesaidgivingmeanassurancesmilethatgot

myheartmelting.Herefusedlyingwithmein

thebed,justsatdownbesidesmewhileplaying

withmyfingers.Havinghimaroundwithmefelt

nice,sometimesIwishedthismomentscould

justlastforever.Hespentthewholedaywith



mewhilewetalkedaboutthefuture.

Him:whatifyoujustfindyourselfmarriedone

day?

Ilaughed..

Me:findmyselfmarried?

Him:yeah..

Ilaughedagain..

Me:whywouldIwannafindmyselfmarried?I

meanIwouldhavegivenmyconsenttothat..I

hopeyounotplanningtoproposeareyou?

Him:whatifIam?

Me:babewetalkedaboutthis

Him:whyareyousoscaredofmarriageorisit

commitment?

Me:youknowI'mcommittedtous..Iloveyouso

muchIjustfeellikewearetooyoungfor

marriage

Him:I'mnot



Me:canwejustwaittillatleastwhenI'mdoing

mylastyear?

Him:thatsin2years

Ididn'tlikewherethiswasgoingandthelast

thingIwantedwastoupsethimorsethimoff.

Outofeveryonehavinghimaroundmakesme

happy,Ilovehavinghimwithmeandknowingat

situationslikethishewouldwalkout.Iheldhis

handsandbroughtittomychest.

Me:Iloveyou,somuchbabe..andI'mnotgoing

anywhere..I'mheretostay..weareafamilyand

allI'maskingisonly2years..thatsall

Isatuprightignoringthepain,Itookitallinand

smiled,Ididn'twanttoshowhimthepain..

Me:Iloveyou..please

Him:whyareyouhurtingyourself?

Hestoodupthenslowlylaidmeback.

Him:itsok..



Hekissedmylipsyetagain..

Him:Iwanttotakeyousomewhereafteryour

neurosurgery

Me:ohhwhere?

Him:itsasurprise..

Me:youknowIcantorturethetruthoutofyou

Helaughed..

Him:somuchconfidence..

.

BANDILE

.

TherehadbeentimeswhereIcouldpossibly

sayIdon'tcare,dayswhenIjustdidn'tgivea

fuckaboutanything,whereIneverallowed

emotionsinanyroominmylife.Lovewasjust

overratedtome,Ididlovesomeofmyex'sbut

nottoapointwheremywholelifewouldjust

stopbecauseofthemorwhereIcouldfeel



suffocatedbecauseofthem.Everything

changedwhenImetKris,it'slikeIhadbuilta

wallanditdidn'teventakeheralotofeffortto

breakthosewalls.Ilookedinherbigbeautiful

eyesassheheldmyhandtightlywithhersoft

smallhands.Icouldeasilyseethefearinher

eyes,shewasscaredandsowasI..loosingher

wouldbethedeathofme.Wewerein

Netherlands,atahospitalthere.Wehadarrived

2daysago.Icouldn'tletherdelaythesurgery,

thetumorhadalreadyspreadabitandsoquick

actionhadtobetaken.Irememberlisteningto

herthelastdayshewasinBotswanaasshe

talkedtoourprincess.

"EvenifIdon'tmakeitknowmommywill

alwaysloveyouok?mommylovesyouok..you

arethebestthingthathaseverhappenedto

me,Idon'tregretyou,evenifIhadtogobackin

timeIwouldnotchangeasinglething.."

Ithurtlisteningtothat,itfeltlikeshehadlostall

hope.



Iheldherhandtooasshelayinthetheatre

roomawaitinghersurgery.Accordingtothe

doctorifallgoeswellwithintwoweeksshe

wouldbedischarged.

Me:I'mhere,youaregoingtobeok

Sheshookherheadashertearscascaded,God

knowshertearsaremyweakness.

Me:dontcry

Isaidwipingoffhertears.

Her:if..-if

Me:nothingisgoingtohappenKris,Kristin

Thulani..youaresafe..Iwillbeherewaitingfor

you

Her:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumorebabe..andnothingisgoing

tohappentoyou

Shenodded..

Itookoutmyphoneandplayedthevideoshe



hadtakenofPhiwethedayweleft.

Me:reasonwhyyoushouldmakeit

Shesmiledthroughhertears..

ItoowasgladweactuallyhadSimphiwe,I

wouldn'tmindhavingmorekidswithKristhe

onlyunnecessaryproblemwillbeTaylor.Hedid

throwinthreatswhenhefoundoutaboutthe

pregnancybutthatdidn'tscareme,hebelieves

I'mnotgoodforherdaughterbutthenitsKris's

choicetochoose.Icanalwaysdealwithan

angryfatherinlaw.Herhairwasbaldalready,

theyhadtocutoffher..

Her:Ilookweird,like..analien

Me:youlook-

Her:dontlie,youknowitstrue

Me:youlooklikeabeautifulalien

Sheblushedlookingaway

Her:areyouevergoingtoleavemeformature



women?

Me:no..never!

Her:youknowthatI'mnotmatureright?

Me:canyoustopthis?

Her:ok

Shekeptquite,lookingatherfingersasshe

playedwiththem.

Me:thisthingofalwaysbeingnegativeabout

yourselfshouldcometoanend,I'mwithyou

becauseIloveyou,ifIwantedsomeoneelse

thenIwouldn'tbehere..canyoustopthis?

Isaidkissingherforehead.

Me:baldornot..Istillloveyou,youarestillthe

samegirlIfellinlovewith..don'tyouthinkifI

wantedsomeoneelseIwouldhavedoneit

already?

Itiltedherheadsoshelooksatme..

Me:Iloveyou,I'mherewithyoubecauseIlove



youKristin..andIdon'tthinkIwilleverstop

Shesmiled..

Her:Iloveyoutoo..Ilikethishospital..Itdoesn't

evenseemlikeahospital

Me:thatshowgooditis..

Her:whenisdadcoming?

Me:inafewminutes

Shesighed..

Her:mydad...he'summhabittoomuch

Ilaughed,thewayshewasjusttryingtoexplain

herownfatherwasfunny.

.

KRISTIN

.

AfewminuteslaterdadarrivedwithLizzybyhis

side.Shestilllookedthesame.Bandilekissed

mycheekbeforewalkingout.Momcouldn't



comewithbecauseofPhiwebutSamwas

goingtocomeinafewdays.AsforLeah,she

didwanttocomebutIfeltlikeIwas

compromisingherlifetoomuchsoIhadto

convincehertostay.Ilayonthebedlookingat

mydadasheheldmyhand.

Him:Ibroughtyousomething

Me:what?

Hetookouthishandsfromhisbehindand

producedTootsie,shewasmyfavouritedollof

themallbutsheusedtomakemesneezealot.

Istillrememberwhenshegotlost,Ididn'tsleep

forweeks.

Me:Dad!

Him:Tootsie

Me:Iwasstill7

Helaughed

Him:funnyhowtimeflies



Me:yeah..

Itookher..

Him:andthewayyouwouldsneeze

Ilaughed..

Me:wheredidyougether?

Him:thatsmysecret..Iknewitwouldmakeyou

happytoseeher

Me:thankyou,Lizzy!

Lizzy:mylove

Shesaidhuggingme..

Me:GodImissedyou

Lizzy:metoo..congratulationsonyourbabygirl..

Can'tbelieveI'malreadyastepgrandma

Me:forgetaboutbeingastepGrandma..youare

justherGrandma

Shesmiled..

Havingthemaroundhelpedabit,iteased.



.

Theywheeledmeinthisotherroom,forthefirst

timeeverIfelt..theunusualfeelingthatIhad

suppressedforawhile,itwasn'tthefeelingof

beingscared..ItwasthatfeelingofmaybeI

deservedwhatwashappening.Ikilledsomeone,

myconsciouswasneveratpeacebecauseof

that.NomatterhowmuchImaytrytojustifyit

butIkilledhimincoldbloodandeventhoughit

hurtbutIdeservedit.Theguiltyhadkilledme

already.ItookadeepbreathasIclosedmy

eyes,IhopetheyknowhowmuchIlove

them...him..ourdaughter,ourpreciousstone.

.

LEAH

.

IsatinKris'sroom,silently.Myhandswere

shaking,Iwasscared.Hersurgeryhadstarted

8hrsagoandtherehasn'tbeennophonecall.I

shouldhavegonewithher,tosupporther...but



herwordscameback..

"ItsnotlikeI'mgoingforever..Justforawhile.

WhileI'mgoneyoucouldspendmoretimewith

Q,visitafewplaces..Liveyourownlife..Iwillbe

back"

Ishouldn'thaveletherconvincemeotherwise.

Ifeltsick,theconstantanticipationwasdraining.

AsIsattheremyphonestartedringing,itwas

anunknownnumberbutregardlessIanswered.

Me:hello?

CallerID:howmuchdoyouneedtostayaway

frommyson

Me:excuse?

Her:howmuchdoyouneedtostayawayfrom

myson?

Me:mam..-

Her:Iknowyouareagolddiggingprostitute..

Me:Mampleasei-



Her:ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou,stayaway!

Thiswouldreallyendverybadly,stayawayfrom

myson..

Thenshehungup.Itookadeepbreaththen

walkedtothebathroommakingsurenobody

wouldspotme..Ifilledthebathtubwithwater,

thentookoffmyclothesandjustsatthere

easingmybody.Iclosedmyeyesfinally,Ifelt

muchbetterthisway.Iwasn'tgoingtoletwhat

theputbulmotherinlawbullyme.Qlovesme

andifshecan'tdealwithitthenbitchmightas

welltakeseveralseats!

IcouldhearmynamebeingcalledoutbutmyI

justcouldn'tseemtomove.Itwentforawhile

untilIfeltaroughpushthatmademyface

comeincontactwithwatermakingmeopenmy

eyes.ItwasSam,hethrewthetowelhewas

holdingatmethenwalkedout.God!Fuck!Ihad

fallenasleepinthebathtub.QuicklyIstood

up,myskinevenhadwrinkles.Idrainedthe

waterthenwalkedoutwithawettowel



wrappedaroundmybody.GettingintheroomI

changedintomypj'sthenwalkedtothesitting

room.Itwasalreadylateatnight.

Embarrassmentbrushedonmyfaceasmy

eyescameacrossSamwhowassitting

watchingTv.Hemusthavesawme

naked..God!Ihatedtoeventhinkaboutit..

Hesoonnoticedmethenhe'seyeslandedon

me,butimmediatelylookedatthetv.

Him:myfamilyhasenoughtodealwith,we

cannotbedealingwithdeadbodiestoo

Hesaidlookingatthetv.

Me:Ifellasleep

Him:inthebathtub?Youwannakillyourself?If

sothegateisthere

Mymouthimmediatelywentdry,thiswasthe

firsttimeweevertalkedaboutsomethingelse

whichisnotKris.

Me:I'msorry



Him:andwhyareyouapologisingtome?

Ikeptquite..

Him:momandAlexwenttoseeLetha..your

foodisinthemicrowave

Inodded..

Iwalkedtothekitchenthentookmyfood.I

didn'tgobacktothesittingno..Ijustsatonthe

kitchenstoolsandatethere.AftereatingI

washedmyplatethenwalkedoutfromthe

kitchenonlytobumpintoSammakingme

loosebalancesoheheldmefrombehindsoI

dontfall.Ilookedathimonlytogetlostinhis

eyes,Ineverrealizedhewasthatgoodlooking

before,hewassohotand..and..Hemademe

standupstraightthenletgo..Hemovedback..

Him:youdontwannadothat..Ipromiseyou..you

dontwannagothere..Especiallywithme

Hewalkedtowardsmeandrubbedmylowerlip

makingmybreathinghitch..Theairjustfelt



thickforme..Ifelttoohotathisgaze,heleaned

over,Iheldmybreathasheclosedthegape

betweenus..Hewasjustinchesawayfromme..

Him:youdon'twanttodothis..trustme

Hesaidopeningthedoorbehindmeandsoftly

hepushedmeasideandwalkedout.Itooka

deepbreathgettingmymyselftogether.Fuckit

Leah!getagrip!

Iwentovertothesinkandsprinkledmyface

withwater..whatjusthappened?

Ididn'tunderstandthe..sexualattractionorso

tosay..hisbody!Iclosedmyeyes..IloveQ..yesI

do..

Isaidwalkingtomyroom..Ijustfeltsexual

aroused.IclosedmyeyesasIlayonthebed.

.

BANDILE

.



Isatdowninthewaitingroom,tryingtokeep

positive.Itonlyhadbeen8hrs,only8more

hoursleft..Hereyescamebackinmymind,they

werefilledwithfearbutattheendwhatthey

reflectedthrewmeaback..itseemedlikeshe

hadalreadygivenup.Itookmyphoneand

browsedthroughmygallery.Herpictureswere

alloverandsomecrazyvideosshehadmade.I

didn'tgetmuchintothem..Ihadtobe

strong,Taylorwassittingwithhiswifeatthe

othercorner.AftersomemorefewhoursIsaw

thenurserushingsomewhere,quicklyIstood

up..

Me:what'sgoingon?

Her:Sircanyoupleaseletmedomywork..you

willbegivenafullup-

Me:canyoutellmewhat'sgoingonwithmy

wife?

Her:Sirplease..

Shesaidwalkingaway,whatonearthwas



takingthemthislong!

Istoodthereallfrustrated.Afterafewmore

hoursthedoctorcamebutitwasn't16hrs

yet..thesurgeryis16hrlong.Istoodupyet

againandthistimearoundIwantedanswers.

Me:Doctor..

TaylorandElizabethwerealreadybehindme..

Taylor:what'sgoingon?

Dr:she...herheart..

Lizzy:what'swrongwithit?

Dr:itsfailingher...sheslippedintocoma

Taylor:what?

Dr:thesurgerywasdone,duringthesurgeryher

heartwasweakbut..-

Taylor:isshegoingtobeok?

Dr:wecan'ttell..thisisverycrucial..Heartfailure

isn'tjustsomethingthat...thatcanbesolved..

Herheartisfailingandthemachinesarethe



onlythingskeepingheraliveatthemomentbut

besidesthat..shesgoodasdead..

Taylor:wasn'tthissupposedtoaffect...God!

Dr:wewilldoourbestandalsoputheronthe

waitinglistofhearttransplants

Lizzy:hearttransplant?

Dr:yes..themachines..Theywon'tkeepher

goingfortherestofherlife..

Lizzy:can'tthisbefixed?

Dr:unfortunatelyno..

Me:Iwanttobeherdonor

Ididn'tcareaboutanythingelse..aslongasshe

survivesIwouldn'tmind..Ican'tfailher..Ilove

hertoomuchforthat..

Lizzy:metoo..youcantestusboth..

.

Her:amIlosingmyonlysontolove?



Ivyasked,Ihadcalledher..hadtotellher.

Me:wehaveachild..whoneedshermother

Her:Bandile..Whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Me:Idontknow..Butsheneedsme

Her:Enhle?

Me:Iwillmakesureyouguyswon'tsurferany

how

Her:kodwaBandile..

Shesaidbreaking,Iknewthiswasgoingtohurt

her..butIhadtoprioritize..AndKriscamefirst.

Shewasthefirstgirltogoagainstalloddsjust

tobewithme,stickedwithmethroughitall.No

matterhowmuchmymesseduplifemessed

usup..shestillchosetoloveme.Ifeelmore

alivewithherandsheevengavemeaprecious

gift..ourdaughter.Shestheloveofmylife..I

couldn'twatchherdie..

Me:Iloveyou.Thedoctoriscoming



Her:Iloveyoutoo..

ThenIhungupasthedoctorapproachedus.

Shehadtakenusthroughthethewhole

processandtestsyesterday.EvenTaylortested.

Lizzyhadbeenquiteeversincewegotherethis

morning.

Thedoctorcametowardsusholdingsomefiles.

Dr:ok..so..I'mjustgoingtogostraighttopoint..

Lizzyisamatch

Shegasped.

Lizzy:Iam?

Dr:yes..

Shesmiled..

Lizzy:ohGod..Iam

Taylor:doctorareyousure?

Dr:100%

Lizzy:ohThankGod..



Sheseemedhappyanddelighted..

Dr:Iwillhavetoexplainthewholeprocessto

youagainMam

Shenodded..

Lizzy:soKriswillbeok?

Dr:wewillsee..

.

Taylorleftafterawhile,hadafewcallstomake..

IsatwithLizzydown.

Me:IwashopingIwasherdonor

Her:shewouldhavekilledherselfissheever

foundoutshekilledyou

Me:shecanbecrazysometimes

Shelaughed..

Her:youmustreallyloveher..youwerewillingto

endyourlifeforher

Me:maybealittletoomuch



Her:alittle?

Me:okalot

Shechuckled..

Her:yeah..

Me:can'tbelievesheusedtohateme

Her:everylovestoryhasamysterybehind

Me:whyareyoudoingthis?

Her:becauseithinkIwillbeatamuchbetter

place..lifeisn'tformebutIknowsomeonewho

stillhasalongwaytorun..sheneedstheheart

morethanIdo..outofeverything..IwillsayI

don'tregretitbecauseIdon't..pluslikeyou..I

alsoloveher..shegavemeafeelingofbeinga

mom..shegavemeachancetobehermother..

Me:Iguessshe'slovable

Her:yes..pleasetakecareofher..shesspecial

Isatbesidesherinsilent,Ididn'tknowwhatto

say..



Her:canyoudosomethingforme?

Ilookedather,ofcauseIwould..Aftersomuch

shesdone..Iwould.

**ToBeContinued**
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.

Workingupthefollowingday,Itriedbyall

meanstoblockmymindinyesterday's

events,notthatIslepteitherway..Ikepttossing

andturning.Icouldn'tbelieveIhadbeenthat

weak,Ifeltguiltyforit.Isatuprighttakingmy

phone.IthencalledQ..



Heansweredafterawhile..

Him:yeah?

Me:ummhhey

Him:Leahits5!

Me:I'msorry..didIwakeyouup?

Him:whatdoyouthink?

Me:I'msorry

Him:areyouok?

Me:mhhm

Him:youwannacomethisside?

Me:Idon'twanttoseem..Idontknow..

somehow

Him:stopfuckingwithme..Krisisn'tthere..You

havenoreasontostaythere

Me:Iknow..But-

Him:butnothing..Pleasedontletmedragyou

fromthere,plusImissyou



Me:memore..

Him:Iwillbookyoorflightticket

Me:ok..

Him:ohhand-

Justthentherewasaknockonthedoor..

Me:ummhIshouldgetgoing..ItmustbeKris's

mom

Him:ok..Iwillcall

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyou

Hethenhungup,Istoodupandwalkedtothe

doorandopenedit.ItwasSamsurprisingly.I

tookadeepbreathgettingmyselftogether.

Me:morning

Him:Krishadaheartfailure

Me:what?

Him:yeah..



Heseemedverydisturbed..Mywholemoodjust

wenttothenegatives..belowzero.

Me:whathappened?

Him:itsalongstory,justthoughti'dletyouknow

Me:isshegoingtobeok?

Him:yeah..Lizzyisgoingto..beherdonor

Me:what?

Him:yeah..

Iwasshocked,ImeanLizzyisonlyastepmom..

Istaggeredbacktothebedandsatdown.Heart

failure..Thewordranginmymind.Ididn't

realizeIwasalreadybreathingharduntilSam

wasbesidesme.Itallwastoomuch.

Him:hey..youok

Inoddedtryingtocalmmyselfdownbutthe

asthmahadalreadycaughtup.Iwasrunning

outofairandIwasbreathingheavily.Icould

seehewaspanicking.



Him:youasthmatic?

Inoddedastearsmadetheirwayout,the

experienceisjustpainful.Itfeelslikeyouare

dying,likeyouaresuffocating.Mychesthad

tightened.

Hestoodupandhurriedtothecloset,tookout

myhandbagandemptiedeverythingonthe

floor.ThankGodhefoundmyspray..hegaveit

tomeimmediately.AfterawhileIwasmuch

better,beingasthmaticisreallynotanicelife

problem.Hewasjustsittingbesidesme,shock

waswrittenalloverhisface.

Me:I'mfinenowthankyou

Ifinallymanagedtosay.

Him:doesthathappenoften?

Me:no,notreally

Him:I'mreallytraumatized

Ichuckled,Iwasn'texpectinghimtosaythat..



Me:I'msorryyouhadtoseethat

Him:I'mgladIhelped..I'mproudofmyself

Me:yes,thankyou..LizzyisreallyaGodsent

Him:I'mflyingtoNetherlands,Ialsowanttotest..

Me:when?

Him:tonight..IhopeIwon'tbetoolate

Me:youthinkthere'sareasonshesdoingthis?

Him:thisissuicideinthebestway..Idontthink

sheshappy..

Me:youthink?

Him:Iknowso..areyougoingtobeok?

Me:Iwanttoseeher

Helookedatme..

Him:Idontthinkthatsagreatidea..Krisbegged

menottoletyoucome..Shesaidyoushouldgo

outmore..

Me:butsheneedsme



Him:Ithinksheneedsyoutobestrongforher

Me:Ifeeluseless

Him:Iwillcallyou..

Inodded,Icouldn'tunderstandwhytheywon't

letmeseeher..

Him:areyousureyouaregoingtobefine?

Me:IthinkImightgobacktoschool

Helookedatme..

Him:ok,wellsafejourney

Hestoodup..

Him:there'sfoodinthekitchen,I'mgoingto

packsomefewclothesatmyhouse

Inoddedstandingup..

Him:She'sgoingtobefine

Ismiled..

Me:yeah..shehastobe

Hecametowardsmeandhuggedmebriefly,



niggasmeltgoodnolie.Iburiedmyheadonhis

chest.

Him:don'tworryyourself,she'sgoingtobefine

Hesaidpullingaway,Iwantedtoholdhimalil

bitmore.

Him:seeyouaround

Andoffhewasgone.Isatdownonthebed.I

closedmyeyesthinkingaboutKris.Icouldn't

loseher,nottodeath.Icouldseehersmilein

myhead.Hereveronsmile.Shehastomakeit..

.

BANDILE

.

Her:youwillhavetogivethoseletterstoher.

Thatone..giveittoherwhenshewakesupand

theotherone..Onherweddingday

Me:ok..

Her:andthisonetoSam..pleasedon'tletTaylor



findout

Inoddedtakingthelettersfromherhand.

Me:doyou..havefamily?

Her:no..Taylorhasbeenmyonlyfamily

Me:whyareyoureallydoingthis?

Her:becauseI'mtired..I'mreallytired..Ijust

wannabefree,atleastthesorrowIcarryinmy

heartwillnolongerholdmedown..Imreally

tired,Itriedsohardtokeepholdingon..butI

justcan'tanymore..ThedayIstopbreathing,

thedayIstopwiththefakesmiles,fake

laughter..ThedayIjustvanishinthefaceof

earth..IpromiseyouthatsthedayIwillsmile

fromwithin..

Me:soyouareusingthisasanescapeplan?

Her:yes..itsoundsselfishIknow..Butyouwill

understand.Sometimes..Holdingonisnotthe

option..I'mgoingtoletgo..itsforthebest..best

foreveryone.Pleasetakecareofher,shelikes



bottlingthingstoomuch..bethereforher..You

guyshavebeenthroughalot,youdeserveyour

happilyeverafter..take

Shehandedanotherpieceofpaper..

Her:howIwantmyfuneraltobeheldlikethis,

giveittoTaylor..andalsotake

Shegavemehercarkeys..

Her:underthedriversseat,there'sapieceof

paperthere.Pleasetakeitandreadthroughit..it

hassomenumberIwantyoutobreakthenews

to

Me:thisfeelslikesuicide

Her:dontseeitlikethat,seeitlikethisissaving

theloveofyourlife..

Theoperationwasgoingtotakeplaceincouple

ofminutes.Itwasscheduledin10hrsbutLizzy

wantedittogetoveranddonewith.She

seemedhappywithherdecision.Momentslater

Taylorwalked,hestillcouldn'tbelievewhatwas



happening..Itallwashappeningtoofast.

Taylor:Iloveyou

Hewhisperedashewalkedtowardsher,he

lookedbroken.

Her:metoo..yourdaughterisgoingtobefine

Taylor:youknowaheartcanbefound..you

don'thavetodothis..isitme?

Her:no..Iwanttobetheonetodothis..Iwantto

beherdonorandno..it'snotyou,itsme

Forthefirsttime,Isawhimdrophistears.

Taylorisnotthetypetocry,he'sawellfeared

dangerousman.Hekneeledbeforeher..

Iwalkedout,notwantingtoseemore.They

werealreadypreparingKrisforyetanother

surgery.Ihopeshesurvives,shehasto..

EventhoughallthishurtbutIwasgladLizzy

wasdoingthis.Yesterdaysleepingwasjust

hard,allIwasthinkingaboutwasthisday.I

remembermyplantotakehertoParis,she



wouldhavelovedthat..Ijustwanttoshowher

howmuchIloveher.AfewminuteslaterLizzy

wasbeingwheeledaway..

Her:pleasetakecareofher..shesaspecialsoul

Me:willdo..

Ileanedoverandgaveherahug..

Me:youareanAngel..

ShesoftlyLaughed..

Her:no..I'mabadperson..Good-by

Andoffshewasgone.IlookedbackatTaylor

whohadredeyes,helooked..Hurtorsotosay.I

didn'tknowwhattosaysoIjustsatdown.This

wasreallyhardforhim,Icouldtell.Thiswas

breakinghim.Thatdaywasn'tthekindofdayI

couldjustforgetbecauselikethatshewas

gone,likethat,itwastheendofher.Nomore

ElizabethMacverdanaanymore.Itallfeltlikea

dream,ablurreddream.Shehadsignedherown

death..shehadchosentosetherselffree.I



hopedshewasatpeace.Itwasa8hrsurgery.

ForthefirsttimeeverIfoundmyselfwantingto

praybutIdidn'tevenknowwheretostart.

Thedoctorfinallycameout..

Dr:thetransplantwasasuccess..

Thatwasmusictomyears..

Taylor:Lizzy?

Helookeddown.Shewasgone..

Me:isKrisgoingtobefine?

Dr:herbodyisreactingwell..butwewon'tknow

now..wejustneedtowaituntilshewakesup..

Me:ok..

Taylordidn'tsayanythingmore,Ijustcouldn't

evenwanttoimaginehispainorwhathemust

begoingthrough.

.

Thenoteinhercar,wasanote..withsome

number..Onlyonenumber.IthinkIhadtotell



them.Ididn'tknowhowIwasgoingtobreak

thenewstothembutIhadto.Isatinmycar

anddialedthefnumber.Thephonerangfora

whilethengotanswered.

Me:hello

Therewassilenceforawhilethenthevoice

spoke,afemalevoice.

Her:hello?

Me:IsthisElsa?

Her:howcanIhelpyou?

Me:doyouknowElizabethMacverdana?

Her:yeah..shesmysister..Whathappened

Me:I'mafraidmambutshe'snomore

Therewassilenceagain..

Her:what?

Me:shepassedonthismorning..

Her:ohhno..



Ittookherwhiletogetittogetherbecauseshe

wascrying.Itoldherthenameofthehospital

Lizzywasat..

IgaveTaylorthepieceofpaperLizzyhadgiven

me.Hetookitsilentlyandwalkedaway.Ionthe

otherhandIstickedaround.Iwantedtosee

Kris,Ihadtoseeher.

************************

Isatamongstthecrowd,alotofpeoplewere

there.Studentsfromvarsity,lecturersand

businessassociates.ItwasLizzy'sfuneral.

Manypeoplefoundithardtobelieve..Thatshe

hadgivenupherheartjustlikethat.Theyfound

whatshedidbrave,shewasthehero.Itwas2

weekslater,afterLizzypassedonandKrishad

ahearttransplant.Kris'sconditionwasmuch

better,herbodywasreactingwelltothenew

organ.ShewasstillinICUbuthercondition

waslookingup.Lizzy'ssistershowedthenext

dayafterItoldherabouthersisterpassing.It



seemedlikeLizzywasn'tkeepingcontactwith

herfamily,shehadlongisolatedherselfwhen

shewenttovarsity.Iknewtherewasastory

behindthatbutIneverreallyaskeditwasn'tmy

place.Therestofthefamilyshowedupdays

later.Samarrivedthefollowingdayafterthe

surgery,heexpectedtofindLizzystillaliveandI

couldseefromhiseyesthathewashurt..but

why?becausehewasfuckingher?Hehad

wantedtostopherbutcameabittoolate.I

gavehimtheletterLizzyleftwithme.Everyone

thathadcomeseemedhurt,somewereeven

crying.Herdeathcameasshocktomostof

all,theyhadtalkslike"justyesterdayIwaswith

her.."

HerdeathaffectedalotofpeopleandIwas

evenmorescaredonhowKriswasgoingto

takethis.IlookedatElsawhowasatthe

podiumgivingherspeech,everyoneseemedto

belistening.

"Shewasoneofthosepeoplewhocouldjust



blendwellwithpeople..Istillrememberthe

timewemoved..shedidn'ttakelongtoadaptto

thenewenvironmentandmakefriends.

ElizabethhadalwaysbeenthesisterIcould

alwaysgoto..eventhoughwewerenotthat

muchclosebutshewastheonlyclosestperson

Ihaveeverhad.Shesentmeatextthenight

before...Herdeath..sheaskedmeifIknewhow

muchshelovedme..Ididn'treply,wellItold

myselfIwastoobusy.Shethensentmea

messageexplainingsomedecisionsshetookin

herlife,somedecisionsthatIhatedherfor..I

criedmyselftosleepthatnight,becausewell..I

hadn'trealizedthepainshecarriedrandeeper

thanIthought..Shewassuffocatinginthis

worldandshealsotoldme..shedoesn'tregret

allofthisbecauseherheartwillatpeace

knowingshemadeadifferenceinsomeone's

life..shetoldmenottocry,butalsosaidthat

everythingisabouttochangebecause....

BecauseImightnotlikewhatIwillhearbutI



shouldn'tcry..Ishouldnevercrybecauseshe

didtherightthing"shekeptquitewipingoffher

tears,shelookedsomuchlikeElizabeth,she

lookedlikeayoungerversionofElizabeth.

"IrealizedthatIhadbeentooselfishallthis

while,Ithrustmywholeenergyonbeingangry

ather,itwasworsewhenshegotmarried..I

hatedhermorebuttheeventhoughIhatedher

shewastheonlyclosethingIhaveeverhad,she

wasmysupportemotionalandfinancially..

She...shewasanAngel..AndLizzyifyou

hearingme..Iwanttoletyouknowthat..Ilove

you,Ihavealwayslovedyouandthank

you..thankyousomuchforbeingElizabeth,

thankyousomuchforbeingmysister..thank

youforhavingaheartlikethat..mayyoufind

piecewhereveryouaregoing.Itsnotgoingto

bethesamefromhereonbutIpromiseI'm

goingtomakeyouproud."Shesaidgettingoff

thepodium,herspeechtouchedpeople.The

motherwasalsotherebutsheseemedtobe



toomuchemotionaltospeak.Itseemedlike

Lizzyhad2siblings,theotheronewasmalebut

hedidn'tspeak,FromthereTaylorspoke,hehad

togiveaunitedupfront,hedidn'tbreak..Plus

themediawasthere.Fromhimspeecheswent

onandon..fromthepeopleshewasclosewith.

Kris'smotherwasalsohere,togetherwithSam.

LeahwaswithAlexbackinBotswanaandKris's

momaskedIvytokeepaneyeonthemwhile

she'shereinthemeantime.IleftabitearlysoI

checkuponKris.Gettinginherroomshewas

stillconnectedtothemachines,shelookedso

palelikeshewasdead.Itrailedmyhandonher

face,shehadtowakeupnow.Istickedaround

forawhile,notwantingtoleaveher.Ihadn't

givenupandIwasn'tabouttogiveup.Shehad

towakeup..

.

SAM

.



AfterthefuneralIdrovebacktothehotel,Ijust

neededtobealone.Itooktheglassofwhisky

thatwasonthedressingtableandgaupedit

down.FinallyItookthecouragetotakethe

lettershehadwritten.Bandilemighthavegiven

methisletter2weeksagobutIneverhadthe

couragetoreadthroughit.

"DearSamuel

Iknowwhatyouarethinking,thatmaybeits

Taylor.Itsnothimoryouforthatmatter.Itsall

me,quitefranklyIcouldn'ttakeitanymore.Ihad

morebaggagewithmethanyouthought.Ihad

crushedalongtimeago,beforeyouorTaylorso

pleasedontblameyourselforanyoneelsefor

thatmatter.Pleasedontstopyourlifefor

this,moveonlikeyouhavealreadydoneand

changeyourlifeforthebetter.Ihaveour

momentstogethercherisheddeepdowninme,I

canalsosaythatwasalsoahighlightofmy35

yearsinthisworld.PleasedontBlameTaylor,it

wasn'thim..Iwasjustnevertheit,Iwas



damagedgoodsfromthestartandI'msuremy

ownfathercanagreetothat.Igaveuponmy

lifebecauseIjustcannotdealwithit.My

decisionisduetoalotofreasonsbutdefinately

youarenotpartofit.YoumightthinkthatIwas

selfishtohavedonethis..butitwasallworth

it,believeme..andbelievemeifItellyou

why,youwouldn'tBlamemebutI'mnotgoingto

burdenyoumorewiththeunnecessary.Live

yourlifetothefullest,don'tletanythingderail

you..XoXo"

Iplaceditbesidesme,howdoessheexpectme

tomoveonfromthis,howamIsupposedto

moveonfromthis..howamIsupposedto

breath?

Justthenmyphonerang,itwasTina.

Me:hey

Her:hey,howisitgoing?

Me:worsethanIthought



Her:I'msorry..

Me:yeah..

Her:arewestillmoving?

Me:assoonasKriswakesup

Her:ok..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Thenshehungup.Ilayonmybed,hurt.Shedid

savemysisterbutithurt.Iwillneverforgetthis.

.

Iwokeupthefollowingdaywithabanging

headache,yesterdayIhaddrankmyselftosleep.

Iexpectedtheheadachewhatsoever.Iwent

andtookacoldshower.AfterbathingbeforeI

coulddressuptherewasaknockonmydoor.I

wentovertothedoorandopenedit.Myheart

skippedasmyeyescameacrossTaylorwho

wasstandingbeforemewithredeyesholdinga

bottleofalcoholinhishand.



Him:canIcomein?

Hesaidafterawhile.Imovedawayfromthe

doorthenhegotin.

Iclosedthedoorbehindhim.

Him:sohowdiditfeelsleepingwithmywife?

Thatwasaverytrickquestion,Ididn'teven

knowwhattosay..

Him:aftertakingyouasmysonyousleptwith

mywife..

Ididn'tevenknowwhathewastalkingabout,

mostofmyhighschoollifeIwasataboarding

schoolandonlycamebackwhenKriswasform

1,becauseshewashavingahardtimeadjusting.

JudgingfromhisspeechIcouldtellhewas

drunk,heevensmelledlikeabrewerytoo.

Him:wasitgood?

Hesaidstaggeringaround..

Him:Ibetitwas..thatlittlewhore!Dirtycunt!dirty



whoringsluttybitch!Ilovedher..

Hetrippedthenfellintheground..

Him:Ilovedthatdirty..dirtywhore..Imadeher

andshe......

Andhewasquite,Iguesshehadpassedout.I

shouldn'thavesleptwithher,itallstartedwith

aninnocentsmile.Ishouldhaveneverslept

withher.IdressedupthenputTaylorintobed

thoughhewasreallyheavy.Afterputtinghimto

bed,ItookLizzy'snote..putitmypocketthen

tookapieceofpaperandscribbled"I'msorry"

onit.ThatwasallIcouldsay.Iwalkedout,to

thecarIhadhiredsoIusewhenI'mhere.I

drovestraighttothehospital.Ifoundmom

in,holdingherhand.FromhersniffsIcouldtell

shewascrying.

SilentlyIwalkeduptoherandhuggedher.

Me:she'sgoingtobefine

Mom:mhhhm



Sherubbedhertearsawayandsmiledlooking

atme.

Mom:howdidyousleep?youleftearly

Me:Isleptok..wannagobreakfast?

Mom:no..Iwillstayhere,Idontmind

Me:Mama

Mom:Iate..I'mok

Isighedthensatbesidesherintotalsilence.

Wesattherethewholemorning,justwatching

her.Shehadjustbeenthroughalot,Iwas

Hopingfromthisshewilljusthavepeace.We

laterwentwhenthedoctorwascheckingher.

Accordingtothemtherewasimprovementeven

thoughshewasstillunconscious.Itookmom

forlunch,shedidn'teatmuchandshewasjust

tooquite.

Mom:IthinkmaybeIwasabittoohardonher..

Me:Maplease



Mom:KrisandIwereneverreallyclosetobegin

withbutthemoreItriedtoshieldherthemore

wedriftedapart.

Me:Ithinkitsonlynormalforaparenttodo

that..plusyouknowthatKrisisjustlikethat

witheveryone

Mom:Idontwanttoleaveherbutshelefther

childinmyhands

Me:youcango..I'mstillhere,evenhertattooed

boyfriend

Shelaughed.

Mom:ok..maybehe'sagoodboy

Ilaughedoutloud..

Me:heneedstohearthis

Mom:he'stheonlyonewhomakesherhappy

morethananyone

Me:yeah..sheloveshimandsodoeshe

Mom:yes,whenshewakesupIwillgivethem



myblessing

Ismiled..

Me:goodmove

Mom:Taylorisreallybroken..Wordscan'teven

starttothankElizabeth..

Me:shesreallyanAngel..Taylorwillbefinewith

time

Mom:yesbutlosingyourspouseisjust..-

Me:IknowbutI'msureGodhasareasonwhy

Shesmiled,eventhoughImightbeasinnerbutI

dobelieveGodalwayshaveareason.

.

GettingbackatthehotellaterthatdayTaylor

wasn'tinanymore.Isatdownonthebedtrying

tocallTinawhodidn'tanswerherphone.Iput

myphoneasidethegotonthebed.Momwas

goingtogobacktomorrowinthemorning.Just

thenmyphonestartedringing,itwasTina.



Me:babe

Her:hey,sorryaboutthat...hadahecticday

Me:whatwassohecticaboutit?

Her:wellwesawtheladywhokilledmy

dad..momdidn'treactwell

Me:fuck!didyouguyshurther?

Her:shegotinhercarandspedoff

Me:canyoupleasestayawayfromthatLady

Tina

Her:why?

Me:shesmysister'smotherinlaw

Therewassilenceforawhile..

Her:what?

Me:yeah

Her:ummhIshouldgetgoing

Me:Tina!

Her:Iwilltalktoyouinthemorning



Me:whatever

Ihungup,Iwasn'tgoingtobegher.

.

BANDILE

.

Enhle:yeah..she'sreallypretty

Me:yeah...whendidyouarrivethere?

Enhle:yesterday..Iwishshewasmine

Me:don'tstealmychildplease

Shelaughed..

Enhle:Iwillthinkaboutit..Youwon'tbelieve

whathappenedtoday

Me:what?

Enhle:wesawAuntRebeccawithherdaughter

Me:what?

Enhle:yesandshewantedtobeatus..shekept

onscreamingthatwekilledherhusband



Ikeptquite,tryingtoputmyangerincontrol..

Me:didshehur-

ThenIheardmom'svoiceinthebackground.It

didn'tseemlikeshewashappywithEnhle

tellingme.Shemighthavesnatchedthephone

fromher.

Ivy:itwasjustnormalthatshereactslikethat

Me:normal?shetriedtoattackyou!

Ivy:becauseshedidloseherhusbandinthe

worstmanner

Me:I'mnothappyaboutthis..

Ivy:Bandilepleasedontdoanythingstupid

Me:howareyou?

Ivy:I'mfine,andsoisyourdaughter..Ithinkthey

mightdischargehersoonenough

Ismiled..

Me:that'sgreat..



Ivy:shelovescryingalot

Me:remindsmeofsomeoneIknow..Like

motherlikedaughter

Ivy:how'sshe?

Me:stillholdingon

Ivy:bestrong

Me:yeah..

Ivy:whenareyougoingtopaylobola?Youknow

younotmarrieduntilLobolahasbeenpaid..

Me:Iwill..assoonasItellher

Ivy:shewasstilltooyoungformarriage

Me:Iknow..ButIjustdidn'twanttoloseherto

betterpeopleoutthere

Ivy:ok..butI'mnothappywithwhatyoudid..

Me:Iknow

Ivy:letmegetgoing..ummhthere'ssomeone

whowantstotalkwithyou..



Me:ok..

IwaitedabituntilIhadAlex'svoice..

Her:hey

Me:Kitty

Shegiggled..

Her:howareyou?mom?Kris?Sam?Dad?

Me:wellyourmomisfinetogetherwith

Sam,KrisandTaylorwillbefine

Her:ok..Iwannastrikeadealwithyou..

Me:let'shearit

.

Iheldherhand,lookingather.Eventhoughshe

lookedpalebutshestilllookedbeautiful.Ihad

managedtocatchheralonetodayinthe

morning.YesterdayIonlysawheratnight,she

waswithherfamilythewholeday,wellTaylor

andSamonly,hermomleftaweekago.

Irubbedherhandsoftly,Ididn'tevenknowwhat



tosay.AsIplayedwithherfingerstherewas

movementthatgotmeholdingmybreath.Itwas

justaslightmovement.Itookadeepbreathin

maybeitwasjustareflex.Momentslaterit

happenedagain,butthistimeitwasslight

squeezebutIfeltit...IlookedatherandIcould

seeshewasbattlingwithhereyes.Immediately

Iranouttocallthedoctor..shewaswakingup..

.

KRIS

.

Mybodyfeltsuppressedbysomething,itreally

feltheavyandtiredtoo.Itriedopeningmy

eyelids,buttheywerejusttooheavy.Istruggled

withthemtillmyeyescameacrossthestrong

intenselightsthatmademeclosethemalmost

immediately.Icouldhearvoices,abitlouder

thanthewayIwashearingthemallalong.I

triedopeningthemagain,butmyversionwasa

bitbluredthistimearound.Mythroatwasdry,I



neededwater.Iblinkedacoupleoftimes,andI

saw..itseemedlikeIwasinthehospital.The

whitewalls,theconstantbeepingandeventhe

oxygenIhadprovedtome.SlowlyIremoved

it,thentriedtotalkbutmyvoicewasjust

refusingtocomeout..IguessIwasjust

mouthing"water"

Hewentoverbesidesmeandpouredwaterina

glassandtookthestrallandmademedrink

throughit.AfterItookafewsipsofwaterI

movedmyheadback,itwasenough.Thedoctor

wasbusycheckingwhateverhewaschecking

onmetogetherwiththenurse.

Dr:canyouhearmeKris?

Inodded..

Dr:canyouseemyfingers?

Hesaidwithhishandonmyface..

Inoddedyetagain..

Thedoctorcontinuedwriting..



Dr:wewillrunafewmoretestandalsokeepher

heretonoteanychange..

Afterthatthedoctorleft,helookedatme.He

seemedrelieved,happy..Hecametowardsand

heldmyhandandkissedmyknuckles.It

broughtmethisfeeling,thefeelingthatmelted

myheart.

Him:hey

Me:hi

Him:I'mgladyouareawake,Iwasstartingtogo

crazy..

Me:whoareyou?

Helookedatmewithhiseyebrowraised.

Him:Kristin!

Me:ummhdoIknowyou?

Heliterallyfroze,makingithardformetohold

mylaugh.Ilaughedabitignoringthe

discomfortfeelingIfelt.



Me:youshouldseeyourfacerightnow..

Priceless!

Herelaxed..

Him:dontplaylikethat..whoamI?

Me:wellyouaretheguywhohasmyheart..

Hesmiled..

Him:good..

Hekissedmyforehead..

Him:I'mgladyouareawake

Me:theneurosurgerywentwell?

Him:yeah...

Me:ThankGod..

Him:yeah..

LookingathimIgotthisfeelingthatsomething

wasoff,Ihadthatfeeling..Itwasn'treallya

greatfeeling..

Me:everythingok?



Him:yeah..why?

Ilookedathimtryingtogetsomethingfromhis

eyesbutnothing,Icouldn'tgraspanything..

Me:isPhiweok?

Him:yeah..shemightgetdischarged

Me:wow!howlonghaveIbeenhere?

Him:wecameamonthago

Me:thatlong?

Him:mhhm..youmadeitthough..Youare

strongerthanyouthought

Me:Ihadtobe..foryouandPhiwe..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..where's..UmmmhDad?Lizzy?

Hekeptquiteforawhilemakingmesmile

becausethelookhehadonwasjustcute..He

stillwassohandsome,cuteandall..

Me:what?wherearethey?



Him:Taylorisatsomehotel..Lizzy..sheleft..she

wentaway

Me:ok..I'mfeelingtired

Him:youshouldrest

Me:no..Iwanttostayawakewithyou.

Laterthatdaydadcame,whenoureyesmethe

lethistearsfall.Hedidtheunexpected,he

whippedoutloud.ThefeelingIhadfeltearlier

onwasjustmuchstrongernow..Something

wasjustwrongandIcouldfeelit.

.
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Twodaysinhospital,wasjustenoughtomake

mewanttoleavethisplace.Ididn'tliketojust

seatanddonothing.Iwasjusttiredandwell

Bandile..hasjustbeenBandile.Hehasbeen

spendingtimewithmeeverysecondhe

gets.Samhasalsobeencomingtoseeme,he

wasevenrelievedtoseemeawake.Asfor

Dad,he'sbeenoff,Itriedgettingtoknowwhat's

wrongbuthebrushedmeofftellingmehe

didn'twanttoloseme.Ispoketomom

yesterday,sheevenscreamedoverthephone

andthatshowmuchhappyshewas.Ilaughed

outloud,IwasinthephonewithLeahandAlex.

Me:no..

Leah:youneverknow..Bandileisthetypeto

fuckyouintotomorrow

Me:dontstart..

Alex:I'mjustgoingtopretendlikeIdidn'thear

that..Howareyoufeeling?

Me:better..justthatIhavethisscarinmyhead



Alex:itshouldsymboliseyourfight

Ismiled..

Me:yeah..how'sTshepie?

Alex:betternowthatyouareawake

Me:Q?

Leah:he'sthere

Me:Imissyouguys....Alot

Leah:metoo..Isowannaconethere

Me:LethaneedsherAunt

Alex:andshehasdimpleslikeyours

Me:Imissmybaby

Leah:youshouldrecoversoon

Me:yeah..

JustthenBandilewalkedinholdingplasticsof

food.

Me:lookwilltalklaterayt?



Leah:ok..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Alex:Iloveyousomuchmxaaa

Ilaughedthenhungup.

Bandile:hey

Hesaidbrieflykissingmylip.

Me:hey..food?

Him:yeah..

Hehandmethechocolate..

Me:I'mstilltryingtolosebabyfatandyou

wannakeepmegettingmorefatter?

Him:Iwouldstillloveyouevenifyouarefat

Me:thankyou

Itookthechocolateandopenedit..

Him:areyouinpain?

Me:no..I'mfine



Him:areyousure?

Me:mhhm..youneedahaircut

He'shaironthesideshadgrown,Icouldn'tsee

thecutsowellnow,evenhismustachehadjust

grown..

Me:matteroffactyouneedthesaloon

Him:I'mthatbad?

Me:youwon'tbelieve..Ithinkevenwaxingwill

berequired

Heputinamischievoussmile..

Him:really?

Me:mhhm

Hetookmyhands,bothofthemthenheldthem

tightly.Withhisotherfreehandhesnuckhis

handinsidemydress..

Me:Ndile..

Isaidgaspingashishandbrushedovermy

pussy.



Him:soIneedwaxing?

Me:youaremolestingme

Helaughedthenhishandgotinmypanties,

thenstraighttomyclit..

Me:Ndile..

Iwhisperedrunningoutofbreath.Herubbed

mesoftlymakingmedigmyteethintomy

lowerlip.Thisisn'twhatIimaginedmydaylike,

itsonlythesecondday.Heslippedonefinger

in,thenafterawhiletwo.Itriedholdingit,itwas

justsogood.MytoescurledasIfeltitbuilding

aroundhisfingers.HekissedmesoIdont

makenoise.Imournedsoftlyinhismouth,biting

hislowerlipandpullinghishairasIclimaxed.

Mybodygaveaninvoluntaryshakethenaftera

whileIwasbreathinghardtryingtocatchmy

breath,thatwasreallyintense.

Hewithdrewhisfingers,fixedmypantythenmy

dressnicely.



Him:Iwannatakeyousomewherewhenyouget

outfromhere.

Me:takemesomewhere?

Him:yeah..thenfromtherewewillgoback

home

Me:ummhok..butwhataboutPhiwe?

Him:wewillgobacktoher,don'tworry

Me:wherewillwebegoing?

Him:justsomewhere..forsomequalitytime

Me:whataboutyourbusiness?

Him:I'mnotgoingtotradeanythingforyouplus

therearepeoplepaidtotakecareofthat..

Me:ok..Imissyou

Him:metoo..

Hekissedmyforehead..

Me:Ihavebeenhavingthisfeelinglike

somethingiswrong



Him:itwillbefine..Everythingwillbefine

Me:istheresomethingwrongNdile?

Him:notreally..Eatyourchocolate

Iatewhilstwetalked..Wellnotreallytalkingbut

just..smoochingaround.Lateronhehadto

go,hadsomeonehehadtomeetupwith.

Him:Iwillcomebacklater

Me:ok

Hetookoffhisjacketandmademewearit..

Him:thatssupposedtodothetrick

Hesaidmakingmewearit.Itsmelthim..

Igiggled..

Him:Iloveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hethenleft,leavingwitharetardedsmileonmy

face.IputmyhandsinhispocketswhereIfelt

somethinglikeapaper.Itookitoutand



surprisinglyitwaswrittenKRISincapitalletters.

DidBandileleavehisjacketonpurpose

becausehewrotealettertome?IsmiledasI

openedit..

"Kris

Iknowyoumightthinkyoukilledmeor

somethinglikethatbuttrustmeitsnotlikethat.

UnlikemeyouhaveaBrightfutureaheadofyou

anddeathisn'tanoptionjustyet.Ididthis

becauseyoudeserveachancetoprove

yourselfandtobethewomanyou'vealways

dreamttobe.Don'tbelievethevoicesinyour

headbecausetrustmetheywillleadyou

astray,youdidn'tkillanyoneratheryougaveme

theopportunitytoleaveamark.Don'tevendare

tocry,orfeelguiltybecausehunI'mhappyIdid

this..thisisthemost..wellitssomethingthatI

didwithhappiness,knowingthatyouwillbe

smilingyourbeautifulsmilemakesmehappier.

Raiseyourheadhigher,aimhigherandletme



tellyoualittlesecret..becauseyouareKris..you

willmakeit..Iloveyoubaby,pumpkin,

princess..andpleasedontbetoohardon

him..youknowyoulovehim.

Iwillbelookingdownonyoueveryminute,its

goingtobeabitsadbecausewhereI'mgoing

I'msurethereisnoagirlcalledKriswhosmiles

abeautifulsmilelikeyoursandlaughtheway

youdo...butIpromiseIwillthere,inyourheart

baby..DeepdownI'mthere,I'mnevergoing

away.Pleasekeeponlaughingalotandsmiling

alot..itmakesyoulookmuchmorebeautiful"

Ireadthelettermorethantwice,not

understandingatallbutmyheartwasalready

beatingfast,whathappenedtoLizzy?

Igotoffthebed,notabletobreath.

Itookmyphonethenwentonsocialmediaand

searched"ElizabethMacverdana"

Whatcameupmademeweak.Therewereso

manypostabouthowshe"gave"upherlifeto



saveherstepdaughter..Howshedonatedher

hearttoherdyingstepdaughter.Whatrushed

tomymindwasAlex,butAlexwasjustfine..So

whichstepdaughter.Iranmyheadonthe

bundagethatwasonmychest.Itcan'tbeme..it

isn'tme..Ineverhadheartfailure..Thedoctor

thenwalkedinwiththenurse..

Me:didIhave..heartfailure?

Dr:yes.

Me:ohhmyGod!OhmyGod!no..noI

didn't..what..no..No!

Iwasscreaming..

Me:no!no..

Ipulledsomedripsconnectedtomybody..then

stoodup..

Me:shecan't...Ididn't...I..no!

TheygrippedmetightlyasIscreamed..

Thenafterawhile,Istartedfeelingweak..



Ididn'thaveaheartfailure..Ididn't...Icouldn't

havekilledher.

.

Isatthere,lookingatthewhitewallslikethey

wouldjusttalk.Alotwasgoingoninmymind

thatIfeltlikeshuttingitdown,likeshutting

everythingdown.Ifeltagentlepushthat

broughtmebackmakingmerealizeIhadbeen

squeezingmyhospitalgownsohardthatmy

handevenhurt.Itwasthenurseholdingfood.

Her:youneedtoeatMam

Ijustlookedather,quiteasIhavebeenthis

wholeweek.

Sheplacedtheplatebesidesme..

Her:youneedtoeatforenergyandsoyoudrink

yourpills.

Istillkeptsilent,thedoorthenopenedand

Bandilegotinsideholdingsomeplastic.

Him:dontworryIwilltakeitfromhere



Hesaidtothenursewhoimmediatelythenleft.

Hewalkedtowardsme.

Him:hey

Hesaidkissingmyforehead..

Him:Ibroughtyoufood..

Hesaidtakingoutsomesaladfromtheplastic

andalsoicecream.Ididn'tevenfeelhungry.

Ididn'tevenmakeanattempttotakethefood,I

justdidn'tfeelhungry.IfeltlikeIwasinsome

movieandGodknowshowIdreadedittoend.

Him:IdontthinkLizzywouldwantthis..

Me:youshouldn'thavelether...youshouldn't

have..

Iwhispered,Tryingsohardtoholdittogether,

tryingsohardtotakeitasmatureperson.Itjust

hurt,itcrushedme.NomatterhowItriedtolook

atit,ifIdidn'thaveheartfailurethenshe

wouldn'thavedonethis,shewouldstillbehere.



Him:what'sthis?

Hesaidtakingthenewspaperthatwasbesides

thebed,Lizzy'sarticlewasthere.

Him:stopdoingthistoyourself..Shedidthis

becauseshelovedyouenoughtomakeyoulive

longer..appreciateit..shedidthisbecauseshe

lovesyou,andwantnothingbutthebestfor

you..shedidloveyou

Me:Ididtoo..she..she..

Heembracedmetightlylettingmesobquietly

inhisarms.Itstillfeltfresh,itstillhurtbadly.He

heldmesafelyinhisarmsuntilIwascalm,I

helduntotohimlikemylifedependentonit.

ThatwastheonlyplacewereIfeltcalm.ButI

knewassoonashestepsout,theoverbearing

feelingcomesback,andstranglesmeuntilI

cantbreathanymore.SometimesIwonderhow

lifewouldhavebeenifshedidn'tgiveupher

heart.Iwishshedidn'tdoit..

Bandilewaslayingwithmeonthebedlater



on,thehospitalhadgivenmeamuchbigger,or

justabitbiggerthanthepreviousbedsoIcan

becomfortablebecausesometimesIfeelthe

Csectionpain.Hewasrubbingmybacklikehe

usuallydoes..

Him:IaskedmomtosendavideoofPhiwe..

Me:letmesee..

Hetookhisphoneandbrowsedthroughitfora

whilethengaveittome.Shewasjustdoing

smallbabymovements.Movinghertinyhands

intheair.Itwasreallybeautiful..

Him:shediditbecausesheKnewyoustillhave

achildwhoneedsyou..Simphiwedoesn'thave

togrowupwithoutamom..shestillneedsyou

Iwipedawaymytears..

"Ididthisbecauseyoudeserveachanceto

proveyourselfandtobethewomanyou've

alwaysdreamttobe.Don'tbelievethevoicesin

yourheadbecausetrustmetheywillleadyou



astray,youdidn'tkillanyoneratheryougaveme

theopportunitytoleaveamark.Don'tevendare

tocry,orfeelguiltybecausehunI'mhappyIdid

this..thisisthemost..wellitssomethingthatI

didwithhappiness,knowingthatyouwillbe

smilingyourbeautifulsmilemakesmehappier"

******************

Istoodinfrontofthemirror,analysingmy

self,mybody..mybodywasslowlygoingto

normal.Thebaldstillmademefeel

somehow,soasusualIworemycap.Iwas

gettingdischargedatlast.Thescarwasstill

there..Ijusthadtoomanyscarsnow.I

retreatedfromthemirrorandwalkedoutofthe

bathroom,backintotheroomandsatonthe

bed.AsIsatthereIreceivedatextfrom

Tshepie..

"Yourstrengthgoeswayaboveanythingelse,its

justmotivational.I'msoproudofyourightnow..

Youdeserveyourhappyendingnowbutthen



it'stimeforcelebration.I'mgoingtogetdrunk

asindrunktonight..I'mcelebratingyour

win..andyeahweshouldplanVictoriafalls.."

IsmiledasIreadthetext,Ihadtoomanytexts

frompeoplewhichjustmadefeelbetter..I

replied..

"IneverknewIwasstronguntilbeingstrong

wastheonlyoptionleft.Asformyhappy

ending,I'msureGodisontopofit.Andohh

yes,docelebratemywinbecauseIhavemadeit,

Ihavemadeitagainstdeath"

JustthenBandilewalkedin,lookingashotas

always.Ihavebeenfeelinginsecurelately,well

becauseIdon'tlikemyappearanceanymore..I

feeluglyandallandeitherwayIhaven'tbeen

makinganyeffortonmylooks.

Him:hey..

Hepeekedmylips,thentookmysmallbagthat

wasonthebed.



Him:Ihavealreadysignedyouout..let'sgo..

Hehelpedmegetoffthebed,thenheldmyhand

aswewalkedoutside,butwedidn'tusethe

frontdoor,butinsteadwetookadifferentway

thatledtothebackdoor.

Me:whyareweusingthisway..

Him:mycaristhisside..

Me:ohh

Him:yeahandthemediaiswaitingforyou,Idont

wanttotireyou

Me:media?

Him:yeah..Idon'twantanyonebeingallupin

yourcase..

Wewalkedoutthroughthebackdoor,straight

toHiscarbutunfortunatelytherewereafew

journalistwhocamerunningastheysaw

me,takingpictures.IhelduntoBandileshand

tightlyaswewalkedtohiscar.



"HowdoyoufeelonthefactthatElizabeth

Macverdanagaveupherhearttoyou?"

"MissMacverdanawhatdoyouhavetosay

aboutElizabethMacverdanagivingupherlife

foryou?"

"Isittruethatyoudidn'tknow?"

WewalkedabitfasterthenBandileopenedthe

doorformeandassoonasIgotinheclosedit.

Healsogotin,ignoringitall.Hedrove

away,awayinthecity,awayfromitall..

Me:IfeellikeIshouldhave-

Him:no..youshouldn'thavesaidanything..You

knowshedidthisbecauseshelovesyou..you

donthavetoexplainthattoanyone.Plusweare

havinganewstart,afreshstart..together

Hesaidsqueezingmyhandabit..

EventhoughitsbeenamontheversinceIitall,I

stillthinkofhereverytimeIclosemyeyes,her

smilestillappearsinmymind,Istillfindmyself



crying..Itstillwaspainful.IfonlyIdidn'thave

heartfailure.Ilookedoutsidethroughthe

windowashedrovetotheairport.Hewas

takingmesomewhereforjust2,weeks

becauseIstillhadtogotoschool.Dadhasn't

raisedtheissueyet,soI'mstillnotsureifI'm

stillmoving.Hiscarswiftlyturnedgettinginthe

airport.Heparkedhiscarthencameovertome

andopenedthedoorforme.Igotoffthenhe

wenttotakeourbagsfromtheboot.Wewalked

insidetheairport.Bandilewasusingthistripas

awayofgettingusspendqualitytimetogether

andwellitwasactuallyagoodidea.Stayingin

hospitalforamonthreallymademehate

Netherlands.Samwentbackhome,aweekago..

Iwasactuallygladthathewasgettingalong

withBandile.AndDad,hehasbeenpretending

he'sok,Lizzy'spassingreallyaffectedhimbut

hewon'tadmititandthishasalsobeenmaking

mehavesleeplessnightssometimes.Irobbed

himhishappiness.Hehadevenlostweight.I



stillfeltlikeIkilledher..

.

SAM

.

Her:Imissyou

Me:youdecidedtoleavethedaybeforeIarrived

Tina,butIhadtoldyou..

Her:itwasmom..Ican'treallydefyher

Me:whataboutmoving?Areyoustillon?

Her:ofcauseSam..wemoving..Together

Me:good..

Her:Imadeyousomething

Me:whatisit?

Her:IwillshowyouwhenIarrivethere

Me:Iwillwaitforit

Her:yeah..



Me:Ialsobroughtyousomething

Her:whatisit?

Me:youwillseeitwhenyoucomeback

Her:I'mcomingbacktodaythen

Ilaughed

Me:goodchoice..

Her:IloveyouSamuel

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Her:Ishouldgetgoing,Ineedtostartcooking

Me:ok..

Shegiggledthenhungup.

IwentthroughmyWhatsAppwhenIhearda

softknockonthedoor.

Me:yeah!

Thepersonslowlyopenedthedooranditwas

Leah.Shesmiledasshesawme.

Her:heywhere'sAlex?



Me:youcanneverfindAlexduringweekends

Shegiggledsoftly..

Her:tellmeaboutit..wellshouldiincludeyouon

lunchsinceAuntwon'tbeinthisafternoon.

ShecallsmymomAunt..

Me:yeah..matteroffactletmecomehelpyou

IgotthebedthenslippedmyT-shirton.We

wenttothekitchen.

Her:whatdoyouprefareforlunch?

Me:anythingisok

Her:ummhok..

Shewalkedtothefridgeandtookoutjuice.

Her:youcanhelpyourselfwithjuiceasIstart

Me:butIsaidIwanttohelp..

Her:youdon'thaveto..

Me:Leah!

Sheignoredmethenwentandtookouta



glass,thenshepouredmethejuiceandplaced

itbesidesme.Shewalkedbacktothefridge

andtookouticecream.Shetookaspoonfulof

icecreamthentookoutpotatoes.

Isatonthestoolandwatchedhercook,itwas

actuallyamazingwatchinghercook.Shekept

oneatingicecream,onespoonthengoingback

towhatshewasdoing.

Her:youwant?

Ididn'trealizeIhadbeenstarringuntilshe

spoke.

Me:Idontlikeicecream

Her:toobad

Me:yeah

Her:butIcanmakeittastebetter

Me:ohh?

Shewalkeduptomewiththeicecreamthen

stoodrightinfrontofme.Shetookaspoonful



intohermouththenstoodonhertoesasher

lipsmetmineandhertoungethrustingintomy

mouth.Icouldtastetheicecreamallovermy

mouth.Ikissedherbackpullingherinbetween

mylegs.Ourtoungesentwinedtogetherasthe

kissgotdeeper.Igotoffthestoolwithout

breakingthekissthenpickedherupsothatshe

wrapsherlegsaroundmywaist.Iplacedheron

thecounterthenpulledout.

Me:youdontwanttodothisLeah,notwithme..

Shewasbreathingheavilypanting..

Her:Iwantto

Shewhisperedsoftly.Iretreatedfromher,then

wentandswitchedoffthestovethelockedthe

door.Walkingbacktowardsher,shewas

lookingatmewithlustwrittenalloverher.

Me:thisisonlysex,Ihaveagirlfriendandyou

areKris'sfriend..

Shenoddedrepeatedlywhilesqueezingher



thighstogether.Igotheroffthecounterthen

walkedwithhertothesittingroomthenlayher

onthecouch.Ipulledhershortstogetherwith

herpantiesexposinghershavedpussy.Shejust

lookedlikeagreatfuck.Iburiedmyhead

betweenherlegsasshemournedoutsoftly.

.

KRIS

.

Ifeltagentlepushwhichmademecomeback

toearth.ItwasBandilewakingmeup.Ihad

fallenasleep,Iopenedmyeyesyawning.

Ilookedathimashegavemeoneofthose

smilesthataresurelyweaknesstomyheart.

Me:wethere?

Him:almost..Youhavebeensleepingforalong

timenow

Me:oh



Him:Iwanttotellyousomethingbutpromise

me..thatyouwillforgiveme

Ilookedathimnowreallyconcerned.Ifelt

nervousandscaredstthesametime.

Me:whatisit?

Him:promisemeyouwon'tbemad

Me:youarescaringmenow..whatisit?

Him:rememberthetimeofthecustody

documents?

Inodded..

Him:wellthosewere..-

Hegotcutshortbyannouncementthatwe

shouldfastenourseatbelts.Wefastenedour

seatbelts,theplanewasalmostlanding.Heheld

myhandgivingmegentlesqueeze.Icould

sensehewasasnervousasmebutIwasn't

goingtopushtillhedecidesonhisowntotell

me.Gettingofftheplane,andaftertakingour

bags,wellmakethatafterBandilecollectingour



bagswewalkedtothewaitingarea.Ilookedat

BandileasIsawsomepaperwritten"MRAND

MRSTHULANI"

Me:isthereanotherThulaniwhichisn'tyou?

Helookedatmewitharaisedeyebrow.

Me:who'sthat?

Isaidpointingatthewomanholdingthepiece

ofpaper.

Him:sheswelcomingus..obviously

Me:butI'mnotMrsThulani

Him:itdoesn'tmatterordoesit?

Hesaidasweapproachedher.Ikeptquite,not

likingweretheconversationwassuddenly

going.

Him:MissWilliam..

Hesaidgivingherahandshake.Sheseemed

likeshewashisageorso,somesexyslender

brunette.Talllegs,longhairandwithamillion



dollarsmilerevealingherwhiteteeth.Shewas

reallybeautiful.

Her:Rochelléplease

Him:yeahRichellé,thisisKris,mywifeandbabe

thiswillbe..wellourguide..

Shelaughedabit..

Her:nicemeetingyouMrsThulani,I'mRochellé

Williams

Me:likewise..

Her:wellthiswayplease..

Shesaidwalkinginfrontofus.Thewayshe

waswalkingonewouldthinksheain'twearing

heels.Shewalkedustosomeniceblack

Mercedes.Someguywholookedlikea

bodyguardopenedthedoorforus..Igotin

followedbyBandile.

Me:didyouhirethem?

Him:yeah..youlike?



Me:mhhm..

Itwasalreadydawn.Afterawhilewewere

drivingacrossthebeautifulcity.Pariswas

reallybeautiful,thestreetlightsreflectedthe

roadaswedrove.Iwasjustamazedbythe

beauty.IhadmyheadonBandileschest

listeningtohisheartbeatagainsthischestasI

watchedthebeauty.

Andile:babe?

Hesaidsoftly..

Me:mhhm

Andile:youknowIloveyouright?

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hechuckled..

Andile:thatsnotwhatIasked..

Me:doesitmatter?

Andile:itdoesactually..

Iraisedmyheadfromhischestandlookedat



him.

Me:somethingwrong?

Andile:no..butIjustwantyoutoknowIloveyou

somuch..evenonthedayswhereyou'dhateme

somuch

Me:butiwouldneverhateyou,Iloveyou

Andile:I'mnotperfect..SometimesI..-

Icuthimshortbysmashingmylipsonhiscold

softlips.Hefrozeforasectherethenfinally

gotinthevibemakingmeopenmymouthand

lethistoungeinsidemymouth.Hestounge

coaxedanddancedwithminesoftlymakingme

feelweak.Hepulledmeintohislap,thentilted

myheadasheusuallydoesaimingforamuch

deeperintensekiss.Iwrappedmyarmsaround

hisneck,followinghislead.Ipulledoutaftera

while..

Me:Iloveyou,Iloveus..IlovehowcomfortableI

amwithyou,howyouteasemesometimes..



Howyouannoyme,howyoulookatmewhen

wekisseventhefactthatyouwatchmesleep

mostofthetime,it'screepybutIloveit..Ilove

thatyouloveme..AndIknowyoulovegetting

memadandupsetbuthatingyouisthelast

thingIcaneverdo..evenifIwantedto..

Igavehimabriefkissthenlayonhischest

againandlistenedtohisheartbeat.He

wrappedhishandsaroundmetightly.

Him:Iloveyoutoo..

Ilovedbeinginhisarms,Ifeltsafethere.His

CologneintoxicatedmeasIburiedmyheadon

hisbroadchest.NomatterhowmuchIcanget

angryathim,howmanytimesIcansayIdont

wanthimanymoreornomatterhowmany

timeshemayhurtmebutIlovehim,somuch.

Whenthecarfinallystoppedheletmegothen

gotoffthecar,andalsolettingmeout.Wewere

infrontofsomebigbuildingwhichappeared

likeahotel.Theguywhoappearedtobeour



driverorbodyguardwalkedbehindusaswe

walkedinsidethebeautifulhotel.

"Bienvenu"someguyatthedoor,dressed

formallysaid..

Me:whatdoesthatmean?

Ndile:welcome

Me:language?

Ndile:French

Me:andhowdoyouknow?

Hechuckled..

Him:babeI'mabusinessman..Ihavetoknow

basicssotointeract..

Wewalkedtothereception..

"Bonsoiretbienvenu"thereceptionsaid

smiling..

Ireallylovedhowtheirlanguagerolledontheir

tounges..



Ndile:goodeveningtoyoutoo,weareMrand

MrsThulani..

Shesmiled..

Her:ohhyes,youwillbeledtoyourroom..

Shesaidgesturingsomeladywhoimmediately

cametous.

Her:thisisMiranda,shewillescortyoutoyour

room..

Ndile:ok..

Heheldmyhand...

Her:profiterdeh(enjoy)

Ismiledaswewalkedaway..Theirlanguage

wasjustamusing.Bandileledmetotheliftas

theguywithourbagsfollowedustogetherwith

theladyescort.Gettingtoourroom,Iwasjust

amazed.Itwasaveryhuge,hugerthananything

Ihaveeverseen.Thekingsizedbedhadthe

mostbeautifulduvets.Theroomwasmostly

coveredwithmaroonandabitofdarkgoldish



brown.Thecandleshadlightedtheroom,giving

itthatfeelingthenrosepetalsalloverthefloor

andthebed.Icouldseethebalconyslidedoor

wasopenmakingmeseethetableandtwo

chairs.Itwasreallybeautiful.

Me:ohmy..

Heclosedthedoor.

Him:youlike?

Me:Iloveit..itsreallybeautiful..

Ifelttearschokeme,itwasjustsobeautiful..

Me:Iloveit

HeturnedmesoIfacehimandkissedmytears

away..

Him:wannatastethebed?orfoodfirst?

HesaidashesnuckhishandsinsidemyT-shirt

andwentuptomyboobsthensoftlymassaged

then..

Ibitmylowerlipasheshandsgavemethis



feeling.

Him:whatisitthatyouwantKris?

Mybreathinghadalreadyhitchedashe

whisperedsoftlyonmyneckmakingmefeel

hiswarmbreath.

Hepulledmylowerlipwithhisteethsoftlyas

heunclippedthebra.

Finallyhetookitoff,togetherwiththebra

leavingmybreastpointingathim,awaitinghis

touch..Hetookoffmyjeans,togetherwith

pantiesthenIwasonlyleftasme,makesbefore

him.Hiseyesanalysedmybodymakingmefeel

uncomfortable.Finallyheseyesmovedtomy

eyes.

Him:youarereallybeautiful.

Hesaidclosingthegapbetweenusthenpulled

meuntilhimbymywaist.Hekissedme,hard

whilesqueezingmyboobsthensuddenlyifelt

hisfingerslipinmywetcookie.Iwasthrobbing



forhim,Iwantedhim..Hecircledhisfinger

slowlygoinginandoutslowlymakingmegroan

againsthislips.Hediditoverandoveragain

untilIstartedfeelingit,closeIwasthen

suddenlyhestoped.Ibitmylowerlipin

frustration.Hepushedmeuntothebedashe

tookoffhisT-shirtexposinghissexybody.He

camebetweenmylegsstraightuntomybreast

andstartedsucking.Itjustfelt..sogood.

Icouldn'ttakeitanymore,Iwantedhimright

there.Islippedmyhandinhistrousersand

wentstraightforhisalreadystiffcock.Irubbed

himslowlyashegroaned.Hepressedmybody

againstthebedasIincreasedmypace.I

pushedhistrousersabitdownthentiltedmy

pavisasIstuckhimin.Hepulledmyhandsand

lockedthemontopofmyheadthenslammed

hardinme.Iclosedmyeyesasitjustfeltso

good.

.



Iopenedmyeyesthefollowingdayandfound

myselflyingonabesfullofrosepetalsbutI

waslockedinhisarms.Hewasstillsleeping,I

tookthattimetojustlookathim,hereallywas

hot.Maybetoohotformebutregardlessthat

hestillchoseme.AfterawhileIdecidedtoget

up.Hetightenedhisgrip.

Me:Iwanttopee

Hejuststayedsilent,stillgrippingme.

Me:Bandile..Babeletgo

Him:justaminute

Heheldonforawhiletherethenfinallyletme

go.

Istaggeredouttheofthebedandwalkedtothe

bathroompickinguphisT-shirtandslippingit

on.AfterdoingmybusinessItookacloselook

ofmyselfonthemirror.Istilllookedthesame

wellexpectfromthehickeysBandilehasgiven

me.Isplashedmyfacewithwaterthenwalked



putafterawhile.Ijustcouldn'tlookatmy

reflectionmore.WalkingoutIwaswelcomedby

aknockonthedoor.Bandiledidn'tseemlikehe

wantedtowakeup,hehadevencoveredhis

headwithablanket.Itookthebathroomrobe

andworeitwalkingtothedoor.Somedelivery

guywasstandingthereholdinganenvelope.

Him:goodmorning,I'mlookingforMrsKristin

Thulani

Ilookedathimwithmymouthopen,whyon

earthwouldhecallmeThulaniorisitBandile?

Ismiled..

Me:itsme

Him:mampleasesignhere

Isignedthenhehandmetheenvelopeandoff

hewasgone..

Iwalkedinbackintheroomopeningit.What

waswritteninthedocumentsmademymouth

dryandmybrainfreeze.Iraisedmyheadand



hewaslookingatme..

Him:I'msorry

.
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Lifenevergoesaccordingtoplan,itsneverthe

wayyouwantitbe.Italwaystakeasuddenturn

whenyouthinkyouhaveaplan.SometimesI

pinchmyself,towakeupfromthedreambutI

reallycan'tseemtowakeup.Irememberjust

likeyesterdaywhenthosemarriagecertificates

landedinmyhands.ForamomentthereI

neededhimtolaughitoutandtellmeitsalla

joke,IswearIwasgoingtobelieveit.Butno,it

wasreality.RealitythatIhaveneverthoughtof..

Theconversationstillplayoverandoverinmy

hand..

*********************

Me:Bandilepleasetellitsallajoke..pleasetell

methisisnothappening

Him:I'msorry..

Me:why?whyonearthwouldyou...wouldyoudo

somethinglikethat?somethinglikethis?

Him:Icouldn'tloseyou..Ineverwanttoloseyou



Ilookedathimlostforwordstosay,itall

soundedlikeadreamtome.

Him:Iknowyoumadrightnow,orupset..I'm

reallysorrybutIdon'tregretdoingit..Iwould

stilldoitagaineitherway..

**********************

Hedidn'tregretiteitherway,justapologetic.I

wasupset,reallyupset.IrememberIhad

wantedtoleave,Iwantedtoleavehimbuthe

lockedthedoorandwasadamantthatnoone

wasgettingoutuntilwehadsolvedtheissue.

Westayedinthatroomfor1fullweekandI

wasn'twillingtotalk.He'dgoout,leaveme

lockedin,comebackwithfood.Inevergotout

ofthatroombecauseheneverletme.

Afterthatweekhefinallyopenedthedoorfor

me.HetoldmeifIwantedtoleaveIcanandhe

hadbookedmyplanetickettogobackhome.

HegavemechoicetoleaveifIwantedtobutas

muchasIwasmad..Icouldn'tbringmyselfto.



Heunlockedthedoorinthemorningthen

left,myplanewasat1000hrs.Hewassurprised

tocomebacklateandfindmestillthereeven

thoughhewasdrunk.Icouldn'tleavebecauseI

promisedtostickaroundnomatterwhatand

wehadbeenthroughalottogiveitallaway

becauseofmarriage.Myrelationshipwith

Bandilehadalwaysbeenaleapoffaith,aleap

offaithIcertainlydontregret.IfpossibleIcan

alwaysdoitoverandoveragain,Iwouldn'tmind.

GoinghomeandknowingthatI'mamarried

womanfeltweird..Ifeltdifferentbecause

unliketheKrisIwasoncebefore..IwasKristin,

amarriedwoman..IwasKristin..Amother.

Dadnevermovedme,andGodknowshow

thankfulIam.Ididn'tmoveinwithhim..ok

maybeIdidbutdadhadalreadyorganizedmea

newhousesuitableforthebabysobasically

Leahstaysthereandmetoosometimesbut

mostofthetimeI'musuallyatBandileshouse.

Nobodyknowsaboutmebeingmarriedexpect



fromLeahandBandilesfriends.Inevertold

anyonefromhome,Icouldn't..Theywould

certainlytrip.Phiwewasayearoldsincehe

wasbornthepreviousyearinJuneandnow

againwewereinJune.Iwasonmyholiday,

varsityhadclosedaweekbefore.Iwasdoing

mythirdyear,anditwasprettyhardtryingto

balancebeingawife,amom,andastudentat

thesametime.Momhadofferedtotakecareof

PhiwebutIcouldn'thavethat..notmybaby.She

stillcouldn'ttalkproperly,justknewafew

words,butmostofthetimeitwasjustbabytalk

andshecouldcrawlbutwastryingsohardto

standbutwasfailing.Mma'Nyarahad

volunteeredtobecomehernannysomostof

thetimeshe'swithherespeciallywhenI'mat

schoolorwhereI'mdoingmyinternship.Alex

wasschoolinginAustralia,shehadpassedher

formfivewithflyingcolours.Shehadwantedto

schoolinS.AsoshecanbecloserwithTshepie

butmomanddadweren'thearinganyofit.



Eventhoughshewassofarbutshelovedit

there.SamfinallymovedtoLondon,andyeshe

didgowithhiscousingirlfriend.Theywerestill

strongorsotosay.Goingbacktomeand

Bandile..Thingsain'talwaysroses,sweetsand

icecream.Therearetimeswherewewould

reallyfight,thatsometimesitfeelslikeitsall

comingtoanendbutwealwayspullthrough.

Eventhoughhefucksthingsupbutstillhe'sstill

thebest,andIlovehimmoreandmorewith

eachday.Sometimes,onthegooddays,I

alwaysthankGodforgivingmesucha

wonderfulman.Apartfrombeingthebest

partnereverbutalsohesagoodfathertoour

princess.Theirbondisjustunbreakable,itsjust

socute.Thewayheloveshisdaughterisjusta

turnonregardlessofwhateverhemaybe.Hes

stillathugorgangstershithe'salwaysbeen

andthatsometimesscaresme.Whatifoneday

hesenemiesjustbreakopenourdoor.Ihaven't

raisedtheissuetohimandI'mnotgoingto



becauseIfeelheknowsbetternowthatthere's

Simphiweinthepicture.IfixedthedoekIhad

usedasIdresseduptogomeetBandilesfamily.

2monthsago,hehadmademepromisewe

wouldgoseehismother'ssideofthefamily

becauseasthelasttimetherewasareunion.I

hadrefusedatfirstbutafterlotofconvincingI

hadagreed.WhetherIlikeitornotonedayI

havetomeetthem.WewereflyingtoKZN.This

holidayIwasn'tgoinghomebecauseofthe

internship.Ihadonlybeengivenoneweek

holidayandtwodaysfromthatIwillbeat

BandilesfamilythentherestIwilluseitto

spendqualitytimewithmyminifamily.Iwas

wearingablackjumpsuitthatheldmybody

tightlythenwithablacklongjacketthat

reachedbelowmyknees.ItwasreallycoldsoI

justhadtodressupwarmly.Iwalkedoutofthe

bathroomgettinginsidethebedroom.Ihad

layedPhiweinthemiddleofthebed,Mma'Nyara

washomeforherholidaytoosoIwastaking



careofPhiwealone.Bandilehadgoneoutfora

while,hadtomeetupwithsomeone.Ipicked

herupasshegiggled.Shejustlovedbeing

pickedup.Shewasreallycute,Ijustlovedmy

baby.Aswewalkeddownstairsshewas

attemptingtopullmydoeksoiheldhertiny

hands.GettingdownstairsIsawBandilesitting

onthecouchbusyonhisphonemeaningbe

hadcameback.Immediatelywhenhesawme

heputhisphoneinhispocketandwalkedupto

me.

Me:youback..

Him:yeah..howfarareyou?Wehavetoleavein

45minutes

Me:IjusthavetofeedherthenIwillbedone.

Hetookherfrommeandstartedplayingwith

herasIpreparedherfood.Ihadstoppedgiving

hermilk,wellthatwasmom'sadvice.After

preparingherfoodIwentbacktothesitting

roomandBandilewasbusyplayingwithher.



Me:youwannafeedher?

Him:yeah

IgavehimPhiwessmallplatethenwent

upstairstotakemybagandphiwesbag.AsI

didthatmyphoneranganditwasLeah.

Me:hey

Her:bae..

Me:what'sup?

Her:non...How'smybaby?

Me:youdon'tlovemeanymore

Shelaughed..

Her:ohwplease!

Me:Iwillcomehomewhenwecomeback

Her:great..

Me:how'sQ?

Her:ok..hesmomstillhatesmebutIdontdont

givetwofucks!



Me:thatsthespirit..Ihopetheydon'thateme

Her:eveniftheydo..itdoesn'tmatter..Youwith

Bandilenotthemallasses!

LeahisstillthatloudgirlImet3yearsback.The

waywearesocloseonewouldswearweare

bloodsisters.

Me:thatsmywhore!

Her:yeahandohiftheycauseproblemsfor

you..callme,Icanbeapsychoticwhoreonyour

behalf

Me:Iwilldefinitely

Her:whenisthewhitewedding?

Me:youknowthedrillLeah

Her:no..youjustdelayingallthisforno

particularreason..Howaboutyousay

Decemberhepaysyourbrideprice?Then

Augusthaveyourwedding?

Me:really?Onmybirthdaymonth?



Her:yeah..

Me:no..September..Ihavealwayswanteda

springweddingfrombirth

Shelaughed..

Her:yeah..andmaybeweshouldlookinafew

venues..

Me:mhhm..yeahandalsodesigner..

Her:yeahandthetheme

Istartedlaughing..

Me:Ican'tbelievewedoingthisrightnow..its

sucks..lookwewilltalkafterBandileandItalks

aboutit

Her:youknowhewantstowifeitofficially

Me:lookwewilltalk..

Her:ok..bye

Me:bye..

Ihungupandstoodupfromthebed,turningI



sawBandilestandingbythedoorholdingwhat

lookedlikesleepingPhiwe.

Hewasjustsmiling,nodoubtheheardmy

stupidconversationwithLeah.

Me:isshesleeping?

Henodded..

Me:let'sgo

Wewalkedtohiscar,strappedPhiwenicelyon

herbabyseatthenhedrovetotheairport.

Him:Iwouldn'tmindhavingawedding

tomorrow

Ilookedathimashedroveinthenewcarhe

boughtforthepreviousyearasathankyougift

forgivingbirthtoPhiwe.

Me:youhavetopayBrideprice

Him:Icandothat..

Me:December

Hechuckled..



Him:Decemberitis

Heheldmyhand,squeezingitabit.Iguesshe

wasrelievedthatatlasthewasgoingtodoit

buteitherwayhehadwaitedlongenough.

3yearsain'tnochildplay.Therearemanytimes

wecalleditquits,toomanytears..heartswhere

brokenbutwheremendedattheendoftheday.

Goingagainstmostofmyprinciplesforhim,the

wayIjustlovehimnodoubtIwilldoanything

forhim.

.

LEAH

.

IopenmyeyesslowlyasIcheckedthetest

results.Iclosedmyeyesindefeatthenslideto

thefloor.Iwipedawaythetearthathadrolled.I

wasstillinfertile..Ihadbeenlookingintoways

mywombcanbefixedbutitsjustimpossible.

NotbeingabletogiveQachildwasjustkilling

me.Istoodupatlastthenwalkedoutofthe



bedroomthenthrewthepapersinthetrashbin.

Igotinthekitchen,tookoutmyicecreamand

startedeating.AsIatemyicecreamIbrowsed

throughonFacebookwhereIcameacrossSam

andsomegirl.WhathappenedbetweenSam

andIwasjustaonceoffthing.Istilldont

understandwhyIdiditinthefirstplacebutI

vowedtomyselfthatneverwillIcheatonQ.It

wasactuallysurprisingthatQandIsurvived

thislong.Iheardacarpulloveroutsidemaking

mepeek.ItwasQandKim.KimandIthisdays

welikeBFFs,thekidhadstartedlikingmeallof

asuddenandimratherglad.Thoughshestill

hasthatattitudebutitsnotmuchanymore.

Theywalkedinafterawhile,withouteven

knocking.

Me:youguysneedtolearntoknock

Kim:nexttime..

Shecametowardsmeandgavemeakisson

thecheekwhilstQjuststoodtherelookingat



me.

Me:what?

Him:Kimgiveussomespaceplease..

Kimstoodupandwalkedawayleavingmewith

onlyherbrother.

Him:whywhereyoucrying?

Ichuckled.

Me:me?cry?

Him:yes

Hewalkedtowardsmeclosingthegape

betweenus.

Me:Iwasn'tcrying

Him:sowhyareyoureyesred?

Me:Ihaveaheadache

Him:youprettygoodatdoingthisain'tyou?

Me:Quincyplease!

Helookedatmewitharaisedeyebrowthenput



theplasticshewasholdingandwalkedout.I

stoodupandfollowedhimoutsidebutgetting

outsidehewasalreadydrivingaway.QuicklyI

gotbackinthehouseandwithshakinghands

calledhim.

Him:what?

Me:I'msorrypleasecomeback

Him:I'mnotsomethingyyoucancontrol

Me:Iknowandimsorry..

Him:Ithinkyouneedsomespace

Me:space?

Him:tothinkthingsthrough

Me:no..Idontneedspace..pleaseI'msorry..

Him:wewilltalk..Iloveyou

Thenhehungup..SlowlyIplacedthephone

down.Icouldn'ttellhimthatIwenttodomore

test.Hewouldn'thavelikedit..IknowbutIjust

hadtodoit..Isatonthestool.



Kim:hey..youok?

Me:yeah..wannagoshopping?

Kim:obviouslybutyougood?

Me:yeah..justaheadache,IthinkIneedtotake

anap..

Kim:ohhok..pluseitherwayIhavetomeetup

withmyfriends

Me:ok..letmegetthecreditcard

Iwentupstairstomyroom,tookmycreditcard

thenwalkedbackdownstairsandgaveittoher..

Me:pleasedon'tkillme

Icouldseetheexcitementonherface..

Her:IswearIwon't..

Shekissedmyfacealloverthenoffshewas

gone.Kimandmoney..theyareonthesame

WhatsAppgroupItellyou.

WhenshewasgoneIwalkedtomyroom,then

reachedfromunderthebedthebottleofwineI



keptthereincasesofmomentslikethis.Idrank

mywholelifeaway,atleastforafewhoursthe

alcoholmademefeelbetter.Somewhere

aroundlastyearQsuspectedIhadsome

problemwithalcoholbutImanagedtoconvince

himotherwise.Ihadquitefor2full

months,withouttouchingasinglebottleof

alcoholbuttodayitwasjusttoomuch.Nobody

knowsaboutmydrinking,Ineverwanttoshow

Kris..becauseIknowshewouldjustfreak.I

thinkIpassedoutbutwakingup..Iwokeupina

bathtubfullofwater,coldwaterandQwas

seatedbytheedgeofthebathtublookingat

me..

Him:soyounowdrink?

Me:no..I..

Igotupfromthetubthentookoffmyclothes

andcoveredmyselfwithatowel..

Me:itwasjust..aonceoff..

Itriedtowalkfurtherbutmylegsjustfelt



wobbly.

Him:thesamewayyousaidlasttime

Me:Q..babe

Him:dontyoudare!

Me:I'msorry

Him:Leahdoyouhaveadrinkingproblem?Yes

orno!

Me:Q..

Him:YesorNo!

Heroaredmakingmejumpalittle..

Myheartwasbeatingfast,Icouldfeelmyeyes

getwet..

Him:don'teventhinkaboutcrying..Your

crocodiletearsain'tgoingtohelpyou..soyou

areadrunkard?Huh?

Me:no..please..I'msorry

Isaidwalkingtowardshim.



Him:don't!staythere

Istoppedonmytracks,feelingdefeated..My

tearswerejustallovermyface,Iwasjusta

mess.

Him:areyouevenworthit?

Me:yesplease..Ijust..Iwillgoforrehabilitation..

Iwillgethelp

Him:wheresmysister?

Me:she..Igavehermycard..sheshouldbeback

bynow

Him:youdidwhat?Leahhowcouldyoubeso

irresponsible?

HewalkedasIfollowedbehindhim,tryingto

catchup..

HestartedmakingphonecallsasIjuststood

there.

Him:ifanythinghappenstomysisteryou..-

"I'mback"Kimscreamedasshegotinsidethe



householdingalotofplasticbags.

Q:inthecarnow!

HescreamedatKim.Sheplacedmycarddown

thenwalkedoutwithconfusionwrittenallover

herface.

Him:Ineverwanttoseeyouagain..I'mnot

goingtoassociatemyselfwithadrunkard

Me:Qplease..BabeI'mbeggingyou

Ikneltdownbeforehim..

Me:please..Iwillgethelp

Him:wewilltalkthenbutatthemomentI'm

leavingyou

Me:no!pleaseno!

Hestartedwalkingaway..

Me:ifyouleaveI'mgoingtohurtmyself!

Isaidalreadystandingup..

Heturnedandlookedatme..



Him:Iseealcoholismessingwithyourbrain!

Me:I'm goingtohurtmyselfifyouleaveQ..

Him:youarepathetic!Youhaveaserious

problem..

HewalkedoutandafterawhileIheardhiscar

driveaway..

ItactuallyclickedinmymindthatIhadusedthe

samesentencemydadusedeverytimemom

wouldwanttoleavehim..

"LeaveandIwillkillmyselfJuliet"

Itookadeepbreath..Iwasbecominga

drunkardjustlikehim.Iwasturningintohim

andIhatedit.

Iwalkedupstairstomyphonethencalledmom..

Herphoneledmestraighttovoicemail..Itried

Kris'snumberbutbeforeIcouldpresscallI

threwmyphoneagainstthewallandit

shutteredtopieces.

Icouldn'ttakeitanymore,thatshowitsalways



like.Thepeoplewhoalwayshavemybackend

upleavingmethenIwouldfeelallalone.I

walkeddownstairs,aroundthehouselooking

forsomething,somethingtouse.FinallyIcame

acrosssomepills,inKris'sroom.Shehadlotof

pillsthatshedrankespeciallyafterthesurgery.

Itookthemall,includinghermigrainesthen

walkedwiththemtothekitchen.Ipouredwater

inaglassthentookthefirstpillsandemptied

alloftheminmyhand.Iputthemallinmouth

thenswallowedthemwithwater.AsIemptied

theotheronesonmyhead,avoicespoke

freakingmeoutthattheyallspilledonthefloor.

"Thefuck!"Ilookedback,hewasback.

Me:youcameback..

Him:whatareyoudoing?

Me:youleft,you...youdontwanttoputupwith

myburdenandIunderstand

Hewalkedtowardsmeanddraggedme

towardshim,andhuggedmetightly.



Him:I'msorry

Ifoundmyselfsobbinginhisarms..Hewas

right,hedidn'thavetoassociatehimselfwitha

drunkard.Ipulledoutfromhisarmsaftera

while..

Me:I'mnotworthit

Isaidfightingthelumponmythroat..

Me:I'mnotworthit..Ihaveneverbeen..

Him:I'msorry..

Me:dontbe..itsthetruth..I'mnotworthit

Him:youarewortheveryminuteLeah

Me:I'mnot..I'mnot

Him:youare,Iloveyouthateverythingyouaffect

mebadly..YouwillgethelpandIwillbewith

youeverystepoftheway..I'mnotgoing

anywhere..

Hehuggedmeagaininassurance..

.



SAM

.

Ilookedathersleep,shestillwasbeautifuleven

inhersleep.Igotup,woremyPJbottomsthen

tookmyphoneandwalkedtothesittingroom.I

calleddad.Heansweredafterawhile..

Him:son!

Me:Iwanttogetmarried

Him:toyourrelative?

Inevertoldhim,I'msurehefiguredthatoutfor

himself..

Me:whiteweddingifIcan'tgetthetraditional

part

Him:youcan'tmarrymynieceSam

Me:I'mgoingto..I'mjustgoingtogotocourt

Him:Samuel!

Me:tellmom..itsyourchoicetoshowupornot



ThenIhungup,marryingTinaiswrongbutthen

loveknowsnocolour.

Ifeltwarmhandsonmyback.Shewashugging

mefrombehind.

Her:hey

Me:hey

Her:momisgoingtoflip

Me:shewillgetoverit

Iturnedaroundandlookedather,shewasinmy

T-shirt.

Her:yeah..

Shesmiled..

Her:canIwearagowntocourt?

Me:wecanhaveaproperweddingbutjust

friendsandofcausemysisters

Her:whataboutBandile..Youknowhehatesmy

family



Me:helovesmysistertoomuchtothinkof

hurtinganyoneattachedtoher

Her:ok..nightshiftagain?

Me:yeahbutthisismylastday..

DadhadgivenuphisbusinessinLondontome

soIwasjustgoingtostartrunningit.

Her:thatsbetter..plusImissyou

Shesaidwrappingherarmsaroundmykneck.

Tinawasabitshorterthanmebutifshestands

onhertoesshebecomesastallasme..

Shekissedme,IkissedherbackasIpickedher

upsoshewrapsherlegsaroundmywaist.If

anythingIdidn'tregretTina.RelatedornotI

loveherandthatsallthatmatters.Justthen

therewasaknock,Itriedtoignorebutthe

personwasjustsopersistent.AnnoyedIplaced

Tinadownthenwalkedtothedoor.Opening

it,somedude,wasatmydoorstep.

Me:yeah?



Him:hi,isthisTina'sresidence?

Me:yeah..howcanIhelpyou?

JustthenTinastoodbesidesme,nowwearinga

gown.

Her:ohhbabethisistheguyItoldyouabout

Me:when?

Her:who'sdoingthepainting!

Me:ohh

Her:sorry..Heslikethis..

Sheapologized..

Me:mxm

Iwalkedbackinthehouseleavingherwiththe

dude.Afterawhileshecamebackholdingthe

paintingIguess.Itwasapaintingofmeandher.

Shewantedtohangitinthehouse.

Her:youwererude..

Me:hedisturbed



Shejustshookherheadthenstartedanylasing

thepainting.Hewasgoodnodoubt..

Her:Venusreallyoutdidhimself

Me:who?

Her:Venus...

.

KRIS

.

Yesterdaywhenwelandedwedidn'tdrivethere

immediately,wehungaroundandsleptata

hotel.ThentodaywewokeupEarlyandstarted

drivingtowhereverweweredrivingto.Phiwe

wasatthebackseatsayingwhatsheonly

understood.

Me:IvyandEnhlearealreadythere?

Him:yeah..don'tworryiftheydontlikeyouwe

willjustleave

Inodded..



Iwasreallynervous.Ilayedmyheadback

closingmyeyes.Fallingasleepwasjustsohard.

UnlikemePhiweslept,shejustseemed

peaceful.Arrivingthere,heparkedinfrontofa

bigbeautifulhouse,itlookedlikeithadbeen

renovated.Itwassobig,I'msureitcanevenget

upto10rooms.

Me:suchabighouse!

Him:Grandmahadmanychildren

Me:had?

Him:yeah..somepassedawaybuther

grandchildrenalwaysfillsitup

Me:howmanydidshehave?

Him:16

Me:16?

Henodded..

Me:Wow!Isshestillalive?

Him:yeahbutisveryold..shehashearing



problemssowhenyoutalkpleaseraiseyour

voice

Inodded..

Me:whydidn'tyouguyscomeherewhenyour

fatherpassedon?

Him:grandpaisntmymom'sFather..Hewas

stillalivebythenandhatedmomwithpassion

Inodded,hereallydidgothroughalotatyoung

age..

Hekissedmycheek..

Him:butweareoverthat..itsinthepastandifit

everhappensthatIdie..youandPhiwewillbe

verymuchprotected

Me:Idontwantyoutodie

Hechuckledthenpulledmeinforadeepkiss.

Afterpullingouthefinallypressedthehooter

startingthecaragain.Thegateslidedthenhe

drovein.Thehousewasreallybeautiful.There

werepeopleoutside.Myheartstartedbeating



reallyfast.

Him:don'tworry,juststickwithme

HesaidashegotoutandsodidI.Everyone's

eyeswereonusnow.HetookPhiwethenheld

myhandaswewalkedtowardsthepeople.

Someguywalkeduptous..

Him:whoamiseeing?

Bandilechuckledattheguy..

Ndile:Vusi!

BandilegavemePhiwewhonowwas

awake,herbigeyesroamedaround.

Theydidahandshake..

Vusi:andwho'sthisbeautifulthinghere?

Hesaidlookingatme..

Ndile:thisismywifeandbabethisismycousin,

Vusi.

Vusi:nicetomeetyou



Me:likewise..

JustthenaguywholookedlikethisVusi

charactercame.

Ndile:andthat'shisbrotherVuyo

Inodded..

Vuyo:yeahimVuyoyouare?

Vusi:Bandileswife

Vuyo:hekilleditthistimearound..Andthats

yourdaughter?

HesaidtakingPhiwewhostartedcrying

immediately.

Hegaveherback..

Vusi:whyareyoupinchingthebaby?

Ndilechuckled..

Ndile:Grandmain?

Vuyo:yeah..

Wewalkedinleavingthemthere.Gettinginside



thehousemyeyeslandedonSabrina.Shegave

methelookbutIcouldn'tcareless.AllIknew

wasthatIwantedherfarfrommyman.She

smiledwalkingtowardsus.

Her:Bandile..Kris

Me:Sabrina

Her:isthatyourbaby?

Me:yes

Her:canIpleasetouchher

Bandilegaveheralook,eitherwayIwasn't

goingtogivehermychild.

Her:I'mnotgoingtodoanythingtoher

Ndileclickedhistounge,thenwewalkedaway

tosomeroom.Therewasanoldwomanlaying

therebutbesideshershewaswithIvyand

someotherlady.Ivysmiledassoonasshesaw

me.

Ivy:Makoti



Ismiledasshewalkeduptomeandtook

Phiwe.

Ivy:I'mgladyoucame..Andile

Ndile:how'sshe?

Ivy:shesok..

Theotherladycametowardsus.

Ivy:thisismysisterandthisismymakoti

Theotherladysmiledgivingmeahandshake..

Her:nicetomeetyou

Me:likewise

TheywalkedoutwithIvyandPhiwebutIcould

senseshewantedtocry..

Wewalkedtothebedwheregrannywas

sleeping.Bandilesoftlypatherhandsoshe

wakesup.Sheopenedhereyes,thensmiled...

Her:Bandile..

Bandilesmiledwithherthenhelpedherseat



upright.

Her:youarebig

Andile:ummhGogo,thisismy

girlfriend,Letlhogonolo,andbabethisismy

grandmother

Her:haibo..she'sbeautiful..Giveussomespace

Bandilewalkedoutleavingmewithgrandma..

Her:howareyoumydaughter?

Iraisedmyvoice..

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Shesmiledmakingmesmilewithher..

Her:I'mgoodnowthatIhavefinallysawyou..

Ismilednotknowingwhattosay...

Her:youaretheoneforhim

Ijustheldherhand.AfterawhileBandilecame

backwithPhiwe..

Him:Gogothereisyourgreatgranddaughter..



HesaidgivingGrannyPhiwe.Shedidn'tseem

relaxed,assoonasshesawmeshewasjust

fightingtocometome.

Her:shesbeautifullikehermother

Myfaceburnt...

ShegavemePhiweasshestartedtocry.

Me:Iwillgiveyouspace

Isaidwalkingout..

IwalkedtooutsidesoIcanchangeherdiaper.

Gettingoutsidemyeyescameintocontactwith

Enhles.ShewalkeduptomeasIplacedPhiwe

atthebackseatsoIchangeher.

Enhle:hey

Me:hey

Enhle:heySimphiwe..

Shesaidholdinghertinyhand..

Enhle:where'sBandile?



Me:insidewithgranny..

Shenodded...

AfterchangingSimphiwesdiaperEnhletook

advantageandtookher.Ifollowedherasshe

walkedtosomegirls..probablyabitolderthan

me..

Enhle:ummhthisaremycousins..Youdont

reallyhavetoknowtheirnames

Theotheronerolledhereyes.JustthenSabrina

came..

Sabrina:Ivyiscallingyou

ShesaidpointingatEnhle..

Enhlestoodup..

Enhle:let'sgoKris

Igotupandwalkedawaywithher.

GettinginsidethekitchenIvyandhersister

werebusy.

Ivy:hiKris



Me:goodmorningMa

Ivy:morning..Iwantyougirlsto..-

ShewascutshortbyBandile..

Andile:MacanIpleasetalktoKrisforafew

Ivy:butyouarealwayswithher

Enhlelaughed..

Enhle:hesabigbaby

Andile:mxm..babe..asec

Iwalkedtowardshimthenheledmetothis

otherroom.

Me:whatisit?

Hegavehesphone,itseemedlikeitwasacall..

Me:hello?

CallerID:hey..itsme

Me:Leah..

Her:I'mgoingforrehab



Me:rehab?

Her:IthinkI'madrunkard

Me:youwenttothedoctoragaindidn'tyou?

Her:Ijusthadto

Me:LeahhowmanytimesdoIhavetotellyou

tostopit?

Leah:Imsorry

Me:whenareyougoing?

Her:soon..

Me:I'msorryI'mnotthere

Her:itsok..hearingyourvoiceisstill

comfortable..

IsmiledthengaveBandilesphoneback..

Heclosedthegapebetweenus..

Him:wecanalwayshaveaquickie

Me:everyoneishere,wecant-

Hesilencedmebyhiscoldlipsonmine,andhis



handsrubbingmybackslowlyuntilIfeltthe

AfricanprintdressIwaswearingfalldownto

myfeet.

.

Stayingwiththeextendedfamilywasfunbut

noteveryonelikedme.Somehatedmeand

somereallylikedme.Thedaywhenwefinally

hadtoleaveIwasratherhappy.Weleftearlyin

themorning,Phiwewasstillsleeping.Arriving

homeIwasexhausted,allIneededwasthebed.

IretiredtobedwhenwearrivedleavingAndile

withhiscryingdaughter.WhenIfianallywoke

upBandilehadhisarmsaroundmetightlyas

always.Myheadwasonhisbarechest.SoftlyI

kissedhischest,justthenLeahcamebackin

mymind.Rehabilitation?IfeltlikeIhadbeen

ignorantonher.IkissedBandileslipssohe

wakesup.

Me:Iwanttopee

Him:ok



Heletgoofme.Iwalkedoutofthebedroom

holdingmyphonethenwentdownstairs.I

calledher.

Her:hello

Me:hey..howareyou?

Her:I'mfine..

Me:really?

Her:I'mjustaburdenain'tI?

Me:no..don'tsaythingslikethat..youare

strongerthanthat

Her:I'madrunkardKris!

Me:youjusthaveaproblemandyouhave

acceptedyourproblem,andyougettinghelp..do

youknowhowmanypeoplestruggletomake

thatdecision?Youarestrongerthanyouthink.

Her:youalwaysmanagetomakemefeelbetter

Me:Iwillcomebylater

Her:ok



Me:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoumore

Ihungup.ItwaslateIhadtostartdinner.Iwent

tothefridge,browsingthrough.

"Hey"Bandilesaidmakingmeturn..

Me:hey..

Him:I'mtakingyouguysouttonight

Ismiled..

Me:ohok

Hecametowardsmethenheldmebymywaist.

Momentslaterhewasdevouringmylips,aftera

whilehepulledoutandjustthentherewasa

knock.

Me:Iwillgetit

Iwalkedtothedoor,Ifrozeasmyeyesmetmy

dad's.

Ndil:babewhoisit?



Hesaidcomingtowardsme.Ithinkhesawmy

dadashewaswrappinghisarmsaroundme

frombehind.Hesbodygottenseforawhile

there.

Dad:amInotgoingtocomein?

.

Weallsataroundthetableasweate.WellIjust

keptmyselfoccupiedfeedingPhiwe.Ihadto

cookdinner.

Dad:princess..Canyougivemeandyour

boyfriendspacesowetalk

Me:space?

Dad:yes..

Isodidn'twanttoleavethemalone..But

Bandilegavemealookthatsentmestanding

up.IwalkedupstairswithPhiwe.Ijusthoped

thatdaddoesn'tthreatenhim.Ibathedmybaby

thentuckedherinasshesleptinhernursery.

Iwalkedbacktothebedroom.Tookabathand



waitedforhim.Hecameafterawhile..

Him:youstillawake?

Me:mhhm

Hewalkedtothebathroom,tookabaththen

cameback.Iwasstillsittedinthesame

position.

Him:I'mnottellingyouanythingsoI'mgoingto

makemadlovetoyourightnow.

.
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Beinginthesameroomwithpeoplewhohada

problemlikemine,mademefeelbetter.The

factthatIwasn'ttheonlyonewithaproblem

madeitallfeelbetter.Notoncebeforehave

everthoughtofmyselfinasituationlike

this,attendingAAmeetings.Thefirstmonth

washard,acceptingthatIdohaveaproblem

wasworse.ThefactthatIhadsupport,fromQ

andKriswasjustoverwhelming.Ievenmadea

newfriend,Dintle,shewasjusthavingthesame

problemasminebutherreasonswerejust

deeperthanmine.Youneverknowanyone's

painuntilyouhavewalkedintheirshoes.Ihave

beenattendingthismeetingsfor3months

now,thefirstmonthwasreallyhardthatIonly

attendedtwicethenthesecondthatswhenI

adjusted,wemeettwiceperweek.Ijustloveit

therebecauseIcanactuallytalkaboutthewayI

feelwithouthesitatingbecauseof

embarrassment.Iwalkedoutofthebuilding

withDintlebesidesme,wellIcallherDidi



becauseIfindithardsometimestopronounce

hername.

Her:I'mgoingtomymothersgravetoday..

Me:doyouthinkyouready?

Shesighedheavily..

Her:Imissher

Me:Iknow

Her:Ishouldhavebeenthereforher..

Me:hey..

Istoppedthenhuggedher,apparentlyher

motherdiedinatragicaccidentrightinthespot.

Her:I'msorry..

Shepulledoutwhileclumsilywipingoffher

tears.

Me:dontbe..

Her:yourfriendishere..

IlookedwhereshewaslookingatKrishad



alreadyparkedhercar.Ihadpromisedherthat

we'dhavealadiesouttoday,together.Ismiled..

Me:wannacatchalift?

Her:nah..mysisteriswaitingforme

Inoddedthenhuggedheronelasttimebefore

rushingtoKris.

GettinginthecarIhuggedher..

Her:hey!

Me:hi,hey..nicehairstyle

Sheplaitedsomebluebraidsthatwentwell

withherskincolour.

Her:Iknow..Anywayswegoingwhere?

Me:Ithoughtyouhadaplan

Her:Idontunfortunately..

Ilaughed..

Me:let'sjust..Idontknow..Goforadrive

Her:niceplan..let'sgo



Shestartedthecar,itwasaround1700hrs.She

drovetillitwasreallydarkandthatswhenshe

pulledupatsomehouse.

Me:who'shouseisthis?

Her:Bandiles..

Shegotoutofthecar,Ifollowedherandstood

behindherasshepressedtheintercom.Aftera

whileofwaitingtherewithnoresponseIwas

startingtoreallygetscared.Imeanitwas

around2000hrsandwewerestandinginfront

ofahousethatisinthemiddleofnowhere.

Me:Ithinkmaybeweshouldgo

Her:justaminute

Me:doesanyoneevenstayhere?

Her:yeah..

Justthensomeguycame,itseemedlikehewas

sleeping.

Him:Mam..



Hesaidopeningthegatewitharemote.We

walkedbacktothecarthendroveinside.

Gettingout,theguywasalreadybesidesthecar.

Him:goodeveningMam..

HesaidtoKris,whojustsmiled..

Her:Musa?

Helaughedsoftly..

Him:MazwiMam

Her:yesMazwi..ummhisitokifyouletusin?

Him:yes

Hegaveusthekeyswhichwereattachedtothe

remote.

Kris:Thankyou

Him:anytime..

HethenwalkedawayasKriswalkedtothefront

door.Sheunlockedthenwegotin.Thehouse

wasclean.



Me:itsbeautiful

Her:Iknowright..

Me:arewesleepinghere?

Her:yeah..

Me:whataboutPhiwe?

Her:she'swithmomremember..

Me:oh..Iforgotshewastakenlastweek

Shesmiled..

Her:yeah..sowesleepingheretonight..

Shesaidwalkingaround.ItextedQ,eversince

hefoundouthesbeenactinglikemythirddad.

Hedidn'ttaketimetocall.

Me:hey

Him:whereexactlyareyousleeping?

Me:Bandileshousethatshoursawayfrom

home

Him:youwithKris?



Me:yeah

Him:ok..Iwillseeyoutomorrow

Me:yeah

Him:canIpleasetalktoKris?

Me:I'mnotdrinkingQ

Him:Ididn'tsayyouare

Me:youdidn'thaveto..

IwalkedtoKrisandgaveherthephonethen

walkedtothecouchandsatdown.

Kriscameafterawhile..

Her:he'stryingtobesupportive

Me:byalwaysactingthewayhedoes?

Her:yes,hewouldn'tdoitifhedidn'tcare

Me:ohhreally?Hedoesn'ttrustme!

Her:calmdown..

Me:Ican'tbelieveyoutakinghisside



Her:I'mnot..I'mjust..God..Leah!

Me:I'mgettinghelp..thatshouldcountbutI'm

beingtreatedlikesomeonewhocan'tstayaway

fromalcohol..

Her:youarereallyoverreacting

Me:really?

Her:Ithinkyouneedtorest

Ilookedather,shewascalmasalwaysbutI

couldtellshewasgettingannoyed.

Me:im-

Her:bed..come

Shesaidwalkingupstairs.Wewalkedintoa

coupleofroomsuntilshefinallyfoundaroom.

Her:wewillsleeptogetherhere..

Shewalkedtothebedtakingoffhershoes.

.



Welayinthebedstarringintodarkness.

Her:howwasyourday?

Me:ok..

Wewentsilentforawhilethere..

Her:yourmomcalled

Me:whatdidshewant?

Her:shesaysyounotansweringhercalls.She

wantstotalktoyou

Me:Iwillcallher

Her:promise?

Me:promise

.
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ThefollowingdayIwokeupearly,Bandiledidn't

callyesterdaysoIdidn'tknowifhewasupset

ornotaboutmesleepinghere.



Iwalkedinsidethebathroomandluckilythe

bathingequipmentswerethere.Itookaquick

showerthendressedinmyyesterdaysclothes.

GettingbackinsidetheroomIwokeLeahup.

Her:justasec

Me:wakeup..weneedtogethome

Her:God!

Shewokeupandstaggeredaroundbefore

finallyfindingthebathroom.AsshebathedI

tookmyphone,andswitchediton.Ihadfought

withBandileyesterday.He'salwaystravellinga

lotthisdays,nevermakestimeformeorhis

child.YesterdaywhenIgotbackfromworkhe

toldmehehadtogotoAustraliaforaweekbut

justaweekbeforehewasinBrazil.Iknowand

understandthefactthathestryingtoputfood

onthetablebutsometimesitjustgetstoo

much.Switchingitonsurprisinglytherewasno

callfromhim.Justatext..

"Iloveyou"



Ifeltlikesmashingthephoneagainstthewall.I

satdownandwaitedforLeah.SometimesIjust

wonderifthisishowit'sgoingtobewhen...we

officiallygetmarried.Leahwalkeddownstairs

afterawhile.

Me:ready?

Her:yeah..

Me:let'sgo

Iwalkedoutsidetothecar.Mazwiwasalready

outside,doingcleaningtheyard.Itwasfreezing

outsidesoIrushedovertohim.

Me:morning

Him:Mam

Me:take,wearegoing

Him:ok,safejourney..

Ismiledhandinghimthekeysafteropeningthe

gate.Irushedbacktomycarthendroveaway.

Thejourneybackhomewasjustquite,Iwasjust



caughtupinmyownthoughts.

Leah:youknowyoucanalwaystalktomeright?

Ilookedather..

Me:yeah

Leah:areyouok?

Me:yeah..justthinkingaboutthereportIhaveto

write

Leah:ifyousayso..

Idrovehertothehouse.

Her:youwillcallright?

Me:yeah..

AfterdroppingheroffIdrovehome,funnyhowI

calledhishousehome.GettingthereIgotoff

thecarthenwenttothedoortounlock.Itwas

funnyhowIkeptondroppingthekeysoverand

overagain.Theclumsinesswasjustgettingme

moreandmoreupset.FinallyImanagedto

unlock,thenIimmediatelywalkedupstairsto



thebedroomandlayonthebed.Theframeon

thewallcaughtmyeye.Wehadwenttosome

artshop,weboughtapictureframeonthe

purposeofputtingPhiwesbirthdaypictureinit

butsurprisinglywehaduseditforsomething

else.HeboughtaManilapaper,thenbought

paint.WeplayedaroundthatManilatogether

withPhiwe,itwasactuallyfunthenevenwrote

ournamesonthatManilapaper.Bandilethen

decidedtoframeit.ItookadeepbreathasI

justrememberedtheday.Mythoughtsgot

interruptedbymyphoneringing.Ipickedup

withoutevencheckingthecallersID.

Me:hello?

Caller:hey

ItwasSam..

Me:hey

Him:howareyou?

Me:I'mfine



Him:yousoundabitdown

Me:justaheadachenothingmore..what'sup?

Him:I'mmarryingTina

Me:thatsgreatbutwhatabout..-

Him:hewilljusthavetodealwithit

Me:I'mhappyforyou,sowhenisthebigday?

Him:somewherearoundnextyearApril

Me:ok..I'mreallyhappyforyou

Him:willyoucome?

Me:ofcauseIwill..

Him:good

Wetalkedsomemorebeforehefinallyhungup.

Iclosedmyeyes,tightlyshuttingthem.IthinkI

musthavefallenasleepbecauseIwokeuplater

thatday.ItwasmadlycoldsoIwenttothe

closetthenworeoneofhissweater.Getting

downstairsIwaswelcomedbythehousephone

ringing.Iwalkedtoitandansweredit..



Me:Thulaniresidencehello?

Caller:babe

Iclosedmyeyesinhalingasharpbreath.

Him:babetalktome

Me:hi

Him:areyouStillmad?

Me:no

Him:I'mgoingtoconebackearlier..MaybeI

havebeennotgivingyoumuchattention

Me:maybe?

Him:ok..Ihaven'tbeengivingyoumuch

attentionandI'msorry

Me:dontbe

Him:whatcanIgetyou?

Me:nothing

Him:whichscaleofmadisyourassat?Areyou

madthatyouwanttokillmeormadthatyou



wanttofuckmehard?

Icouldn'thelpitbutlaugh.Ihatethefactthathe

makesmesmileandlaughevenifIdon'twant

to.

Me:I'mjustnormalmad

Him:I'msorry..Ireallyam

Me:youarehardlyhome

Him:thatwillstop..IfeellikeDecemberistoo

far..whycan'tIjustprayyourbrideprice?

Me:Bandilewehavetalkedaboutthis

Him:Iknow..Butcomeon..doIhavetowaitthat

long?

Me:there'snorush

Him:Ijustwanttowifeyou..thatsallandI'm

goingtodoit..intwoweeks

Me:noyouwon't!

Him:itwasn'tanargumentativestatement..I'm

tellingyouwhat'sgoingtohappen



Me:Bandileno..

Him:wewillsee..3yearsisalot.Ihavewaited

enough

Me:youarereallybeingunfairrightnow..we

agreedDecember..Youcan'tjustchangethings

Him:KristinIdontwanttofightwithyou

Me:neitherdoI

Him:goodbecauseI'mnotgoingtoarguewith

youonthis..Ihavemademydecisionandits

final

Me:Bandile-

Him:Idontwanttorepeatmyself!AndI'mnot

goingto

Hesaidwiththefirmvoicethattoldmehes

alreadymadeuphismind.Ididn'tunderstand

whyhewouldjustchangeourplanslikethis.It

mademeangrythathedidn'tevenwanttohear

myopinion.Ain'tcouplessupposedtodiscuss

thingstogether?cometoanagreementtogether?



Ihungup.Sometimeshereallymanagesto

upsetmewithouteventryinghard.

Iwalkedtothesittingroomandsatinfrontof

thetv.ForsomereasonIhadlostmyappetite.I

sattherewitharacingmind,overthinkingthings

asusualuntilIjuststartedfeelingaheadache

comingandIalsofeltsleepy.Thepastfewdays

Ihavebeenfeelingsleepyandtired.Icouldfeel

mymyeyelidsgivinguponmeslowly.

.

ItookadeepbreathasIgotmoreandmore

frustrated.IknewIhadplacedthem

somewhereinthebedroombutwhereexactly

failedme.Istartedturningeverythingupside

lookingformycarkeys.AsIwasstilltryingto

searchdeepinmymindwhereIhadplaced

themIfeltthedooropenup.QuicklyIturned

anditwasBandile.Hehadreallycameback

sooner.Justthreedaysagohewastellingme

aboutpayingLobola.Ihadbeenignoringhim



sincethen,sobasicallyIhaven'ttalkedtohim

sincethen.

Him:nohug?

IjustlookedathimthenbacktowhatIwas

doing.

Him:ok

Hewalkedtowardsme,thenheldmefrom

behind.

Me:BandileIhavetolookformycarkeys.

Him:thatswhyyouareturningeverythingupside

down?

Me:Ijustwantmykeys

HeturnedmesoIlookathim.

Him:relax..

Hesaidkissingmylipssoftlyandslowly.He

freedmylipsafterawhile.

Him:isthisaboutthekeys?



Me:ofcauseitis!

Him:heretheyare..

Hesaidwalkingtothedressingtableandtaking

them.Ijustdidn'tknowwheremyheadwas

becauseitseemedliketheyhadbeenthereever

sinceIstartedlookingforthem.

Him:babeyouok?

Me:yeah..justmissingPhiwe

Hejustlookedatme..

Me:andyou..

Hewalkedtomeandlookedatmecarefully..

Him:I'mglad..Iwantyoutoaccompanyme

somewheretoday

Me:ok

Hesmiled..

Him:Iboughtyousomething

Me:obviously



Beignoredmytonethengavemeasmallbox..

Me:what'sthis?

Him:openit

Iopenedit,itwasaring,adiamondring..a

beautifuldiamondring.

Me:wow!

Him:IknowIdidn'tdothingsaccordingly,and

forthatI'msorry..Iboughtthisringbecauseit

symbolizesusandhowfarwehavecomeand

alsotoletthewholeworldknowyouaretaken..

Ilaughed..Obviously.

Me:itsreallybeautiful

Hetookitandslippeditonmy

finger,surprisinglyitfitperfectly.Ismiled..

Me:Iloveit

Him:andIloveyou

Hesaidashedevouredmylips,owningthem.



Him:youcango,Iwillcleanup

Inoddedashegavemethecarkeys.

DrivingtoschoolIwasjustthinkingaboutthe

incidentofthekeysthenthering.Ikeptlooking

atitanditwasreallybeautiful.Arrivingto

schoolInoticedIwasparkingnearLeahsoI

gotoffthecarandwalkedtowardshercar.She

wasbusyonherphonethatshedidn'tevensee

meuntilIknockedsoftlyonherwindow.She

smiledgettingoffthecar.

Her:hey

Me:hi

Her:Bandileback?

Me:yeah

Her:canwegotothespaafterthelessons?

Me:yeahwhynot..

Her:thankGod..let'sgo..wait..isthat??

Shesaidtakingmyhandthenletoutascream



thatgrabbedafewpeople'sattention.

Me:keepitdown

Her:ohmyGod!itsbeautiful

Me:Iknow..Hewantstomarkhisterritory

Her:Iwouldalso

Ilaughed..

Wewalkedinside.Gettinginsidemylecture

roomIsawAvewhohadalreadysawmetoo.

Shewavedatmewithherhandmakingme

walktowardsherandsearbesidesher.

Her:hey

Me:hey

Her:youwerescarce

Me:itstheinternship

Her:yeah..wannadolunch?

Me:I'm..busy,nexttime

Her:how'syourkid?



Me:shesok..

TherestofthedayIwaswithher,Idonthateher

butthatshealwaysgetstome.

GettingtothespawithLeahafterthelessonsI

receivedacallfromBandile.

Me:hello

Him:pleasedontforgetIneedyoutoescortme

tosomeeventandwealsoneedtotalk

Me:I'matthespa

Him:ok

Me:mhhm

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hethenhungup,Leahwaslookingatme.I

ignoredhereyesandlookedatthebrochure

goingthroughitwithmyeyes.

Leah:let'sgo



Shesaidgrabbingmyhand.Afterthewholefull

bodymassageIfinallydrovehome.Getting

thereIfoundanothercarparkedinouryard.I

walkedinsidethehouse.Walkinginsidethe

sittingroommyeyescameacrossthisother

guyIhavenevermet.Bandilewassittingwith

thatguyholdingbottlesofalcohol.Hesmiled

assoonashesawme.

Him:babe

Ismiledasmyeyeslookedaround.Icould

smellfoodthough.

Him:thisismyfriendJaybabe..andthisisher..

Inoddedasthatguysmiledatme.

Justthensomeladywalkedinfromthe

kitchen,frommykitchen.

Her:ohhhi,youmustbeKris

Me:yes..

Her:I'mJasmine..



Shesaidsmiling.Ireturnedthesmileaswe

shookhands.

Her:I'mmakingdinner,Ihopeyoudontmind

IlookedatBandile..

Him:Icancelledtheevent.

Inodded.

Jasmine:Iwouldn'tmindahandthough..

Me:yeah..ummhletmegochange

Iwalkedtothestairs.AsIwalkedIthinkI

missedasteportrippedonmyownlegs

makingmelosebalance.IknewIwasgoingto

fallbutsurprisinglyBandilecaughtme,Ididn't

evenrealizehewasbehindme.Myheartwas

beatingfast,IreallythoughtIwasgoingtofall.

Him:youok?

Me:yeah..justmissedastep

Hescoopedmeinhisarmsandwalkedwithme

upstairstoourroom.



Gettinginsideheplacedmeonthebed..

Me:Imissedastep..nobigdeal

Him:iseverythingok?

Me:whywon'titbe?

Him:Ihopeyounotstressingoverthebride

pricebecausestressingornot,itshappening

Ilaydown..

Me:shouldn'twehavediscussedthis?Asa

normalcouple?

Him:I'mnotwaitingtillDecember..Ifyouwant

whiteweddingin100centuriesIwouldn'treally

giveafuck,butbrideprice,I'mdoingitnow

Me:what'schanged?

Him:nothingeverchanged..Youdecided

December..I'mdecidingnow

Ijustlookedathim,Ididn'thavetheenergyto

argueanymore.Helayontopofmeand

brushedhislipsovermine..



Him:I'msorryforthefactthatIloveyou..cause

becauseIloveyou,I'mgoingtodothis,youlike

oryoudon't

Hewhisperedseductively.Mybodyresponded

tohislipsonmynecklettingoutaninvoluntary

vibration.

.

Isatinthebathroomfloorwithasmymindran

itsownMarathon.Iwipedawaythetear.

SomehowIfeltlikeBandilejustwantedfull

controlovermebutthenIcouldn'tstophim

couldI?Iheardasoftknockonthedoor

followedbyAlex'svoice.

Alex:Kris,youinthere?

Ikeptquite,Ijustwantedtobealone.

ItwasthedayoftheLobolanegotiationsbut

theyhadalreadypassedduringtheday.My

uncleswerestillthere,enjoyingthetraditional

beerandAuntswerestilltheretogivemethe



"talk".Iwasn'treallylookingforwardtoit.I

wantedtogetinmycaranddriveawayfrom

everything.Ihadjustvomitedandthishadbeen

happeningalotthisweekandalsofeeling

nausea.EverysignIhad,ledmetopregnancy.If

Iwaspregnant,whichwas99%almostaccurate

accordingtothesymptomsIwouldnever

forgiveBandileoratleastIcouldtrynotto.I

stoodupatlast,washedmyfacethenwalked

out,tomybagwhichwasinAlex'sroom.She

wastherewithmyothercousin.

Alex:hey,Iwaslookingforyou

Me:I'mcoming

IsaidgrabbingmyhandbagandPhiwesbag..

Me:where'sPhiwe?

Alex:shesinthenextroomsleeping..momis

lookingforyou

Ididn'tlisten,Ijustwalkedoutthenwenttothe

nextroom.ShewaspeacefullysleepingbutI



justneededtoheroutofhere.Shegotstartled

whenIpickedherupbutdidn'tcry.Iwalked

withheroutside,tomycarandplacedheratthe

backseatonherbabyseat.Alexwasalready

besidesmeasIgotinmyseat.

Alex:whereareyougoing?Youknowyou-

Me:coverforme

Isaidstartingthecar.Shemovedawayfrom

thecarasIstartedreversing.Immediatelywhen

IdroveawayIfeltmuchbetter.Ididn'tstop

driving.IdrovebacktoGaboronebuttoahotel.

AfterprocessingeverythingIwenttotheroom

theyGavemethenlayonthebedwithPhiweon

mytummy.IjustdidntwanttobelievethatI

waspregnant,Icouldn'tbe,notagain.

.
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Him:ok..whatdidIdo?



Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Him:Leah!Mywifeisn'ttalkingtomeoutofa

sudden,shesnotbackyetandsheshouldbeat

schoolrightnowandyoutellmeyoudontknow

whatI'mtalkingabout?Itsbeenaweek..you

can'ttellmeyoudontknowwhatI'mtalking

about

Me:Bandile..Idontknow,shesnottellingme

anything

Helookedatmewiththatfacewhichcanmake

youpeeonyourselfmakingmeturntolookatQ.

Q:babecomeon

Me:Idontknow,shesnottellingmeanythingQ

Bandilesighed.KrishasbeenbeeninBotswana

foralmostaweeknowandhascut

communicationwithanyone.Sheonlycalled

meonceandshewasorshesoundedbrokento

beexact.Shedidn'ttellmethoughwhatwas

wrong.



Bandile:Idontknowwhyshekeepsactingso

childish..

Q:whatdoyouexpectfrommarryingakid?Itold

you

Bandile:Ithoughtourchildwouldchangeher

Me:sheneverwantedtogetmarried..Youhad

yourwaybehindherback

Q:Isuggestyougothere

Bandile:imscaredIwillhurtherimtooangry

rightnow

Hestoodup..

Bandile:ifshecallstellherIwanttoseemy

child

Hesaidwalkingout.Hewasreallypissed.

Q:Leah..

Me:Idontknowwhat'sgoingon..

Heexhaledthencameandsatbesidesme..



Q:youwouldtellmeifsheevercallsright?

Me:ifshewantsmeto

,thatsagivenif

Q:I'mgladI'mnotBandile

Me:whydoyouhateKris?

Q:whywouldIhateher?

Me:youtellme

Q:Idonthateher,justsometimesherattitude

Me:attitude?Niggayouhaveaseriousproblem

Q:Iknow

Me:wellthatsmygirl..andIwillalwayshaveher

backnomatterwhatandyeah..Ialsodon'tlike

yourshadyfriend,Ionlytoleratehisass

Helaughed..

ThefactthatIhadn'ttalkedtoherforawhile

nowgotmeworried.Qstayedwithmefora

whilethenhehadtogosomewhere.



ImmediatelyafterheleftItriedhernumberfor

thehundredthtimeeventhoughIknewitsoff.It

ledmetovoicemail.Ihadn'ttoldanyonefrom

herfamily,deepdownIwashopingshesstill

withthem.LaterthatnightasIwassleepingI

waswokenupbyaviolentknock.Itwasaround

1a.mandtobehonestIwasjustscared.Fora

whilethereIstayedonmybed,tryingtoignore

theknockbutitgotmorelouder,andtheloud

knockwasaccompaniedbyhervoice

screamingmyname.Irushedtothedoorfrom

myroomandunlockedthedoor.Shewas

standingthere,lookingabitlost.

Me:hey

Her:hey

Imovedfromthedoortolethergetin.Shegot

insidethehouse.

Me:whereareyoucomingfrom?

Her:IthinkI'mpregnant..



Sheblurted..

Me:what?

Her:IthinkI'mpregnant

Me:you..-God!

Her:Iwasjusttooangry,weneverplannedfor

anotherchild..Whywouldhedosomethinglike

this?

Me:where'sPhiwe?

Her:mom

Me:hesangry

Her:Idon'tcare,I'mstayinghere

Me:youknowthat'snotwhatamarriedwoman

shouldsay

Her:Idon'tcare..

ShesaidwalkingupstairsandIcouldseeshe

wasn'thappy.Hervoicedoesn'tallowherto

shoutbuthertonevariesineverysituation.I

walkedtomyroomafterdebatingwithmyself



forawhileifishouldgotoherroom ornot.

ThefollowingdayIwokeupabitearlytocheck

uponher.

Walkinginsideherroomshewassittingonthe

floorwithherbackagainstthedoor.

Me:hey

Her:morning

Me:school?

Her:mylessonstartat10

Inoddedthenwentandsatbesidesher..

Me:I'msurePhiwewillbeexcitedtohavea

littlebrotherorsister

Her:yeah

Me:communicationisveryimportant

Kris,ignoringBandile..-

Her:IknowI'mwrong,asalways

Me:itsnotaboutyoubeingalwayswrong



Her:yeah

Me:whendidyoufindoutthatyouwere

pregnant?

Her:lastweekend

Inodded..

Istoodup.

Me:Imgoingtogotakeashower..

Iwalkedoutleavingheronthefloor.Walkingin

myroomInoticedmyphoneringing,Iwalked

uptoitanditwasmom..Iwalkedaway,leaving

itring.

.
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AfterLeahleftforschoolIlockedmyselfinmy

ownthoughts.Communicationiskey,thatI

knowbutIfeellikeBandilealwaysfailto

communicatewithme.ItookadeepbreathasI



switchedonmyphone.Iwaswelcomedby

dozensofmessages.TheonesfromBandile

toldmehesangry..Iplacedthephonebesides

me,eventhoughIwasangryIwasgoingtolay

thefirstbrick.Itookashowerthendrovetohis

housefinally.Itookadeepbreathbefore

walkinginside.Hewasn'tanywhereinsightsoI

walkedaround,andwenttothebedroom.He

wasn'ttheretoo.Isatonthebed,tryingtoput

myemotionsinorder.Finallythedoorswung

openandhewalkedin.Hestoodbythedoor

lookingatme,gettingangrybytheminute.I

stoodupashewalkedtowardsme.ThelookIn

hiseyeswasn'ttheeverydaylookI'musedto,it

wasthatlookwhichprovedtomethathewas

soangry.Itookstepsbackasheclosedthe

gapebetweenus.Hestoodbeforemeasmy

backwasagainstthewall,breathingfire.This

broughtmymindbacktothedayheslapped

me.

Him:wherewereyou?



Heaskedsoftlyandcalmly..

Him:Idontwanttorepeatmyselftoyou

Me:I..Ineededspace

Him:space?

Hechuckledthat"don'tfuckwithme"chuckle.

Him:youneededspacefromwhat?

Me:everything

Him:where'smychild?

Me:mom

Him:soyouleftmychildwithyourmom?

Me:mymomwillneverhurther

Him:that'snotwhatIsaid..

Me:itsoundedlikethatswhatyouwere

implying

Heclickedhistoungethenwalkedout.I

followedhimdownstairsbutplanwasIshould

leave.Gettingdownstairshesatdownand



startedwatchingTV.

Ididn'tknowwhattosaytohim,Ididn'tknowifI

shouldjusttellhimthatI'mpregnantandtell

himthatswhyIneededspace.

Him:howlongareyougoingtostandthereand

cryasifIdidsomethingtoyou?

Ilookedathimwipingmytearsaway.

Him:Idontknowwhatyouwantfromme

anymoresojustdomeafavourandleavemein

peace

Me:Ishouldleave?

Him:thatswhatIsaid..Leavemyhouse

Me:leaveyourhouse?

Hegavemealookmakingmelaugh..

Me:Iknowyoumadandall..butlegallythisis

alsomyhousesoifyoumad,thereisthedoor

Him:ohhsoyoufinallyrememberthatyouare

married?



Me:I'vealwaysrememberedthat..

Him:really?

MylegsstartedfeelingnumbthatIheldonto

thecouchthatwasinfrontofmeforsupport.

EventhoughhewasmadbutIcouldtellthe

concerninhiseyes.

Me:I'msorry

Ifinallysaid,IhadjustdecidedIwasn'tgoingto

tellhimimmediately.

Me:I'msorry,I'mreallysorry

Isatdown,tryingtofightoffthefeelingof

numbnessIwasfeelingwithoutmakinghim

know.

Him:whatexactlydoyouwantfromme?

Me:I'msorry

Him:comehere

Itookadeepbreathbeforestandingupand

walkingtowardshim,thensittingonhislap



ignoringhistensebodyandthesmellof

nicotinearoundhim.Thefeelingofnumbness

wasjustpersistingmakingmefeelweakinthe

process.Hisbodyrelaxedafterawhileashe

wrappedhishandsaroundme.

Westayedlikethat,IthinkImusthavefallen

asleepbecausewhenIopenedmyeyesIwas

onhisbed,coveredinasmallblanket.Istoodup

thenwalkedtothebathroomtowashmyface

asIhadablurredvision.

Isplashedcoldwateronmyfacebutmyvision

wasstilltrouble.Somethingwaswrongwith

me,Icouldfeelit.

.

Her:ok..yes!yes.thankyou

Hethenhungupandwalkedtowardsme..

Him:wehavethevenue..

Me:great!

Him:youdontsoundexcitedBunny



Me:Iam..justhaveaheadache,hadalongday

atschool

Leah:letmegetyoupainkillers

Shesaidstandingupandwalkingaway.Iwas

atmyhousewithLeahandmyweddingplanner.

Thelastthreeweekshavejustbeenonemess.I

couldn'tunderstandmyownbodyandmyown

husbandwashavinghiswaywitheverything.

Bandilehadsuggestedthatwegetmarried

whiteweddinginDecember.Everythingwas

justgoingtoofastandIcouldn'tseemtostop

it,Iwasn'tuptoplanningaweddingin3months

andsomeweeksSoinsteadBandilehireda

weddingplannerandImustsayhewasgoodat

whathedoes.Hesideasweresplendidashe

wouldsayandLeahandhimclickedfromthe

firstday.Hehadalreadytakenmeasurements

formygown.MomdidntlikethefactthatIwas

gettingmarriedhurriedly,Ialsodidn'tbutonce

Bandilehassethismindtosomething,hewill

getit.Hewasn'ttakingnoforananswerandit



wasuselessfightingwithhimbutIdidn'tlove

himanyless.IstilllovedhimthesamewayIdid

thelastthreeyears,maybeevenmore.Leah

camebackwiththeglassofwaterand

painkillersandhandthemovertome.Idrank

thepillsthentriedtofocusonwhat,Donovan,

whatsaying.

Him:soyourbrideMaidsareonly5?

Me:yes

Him:anditsthosegirls?

Me:yes

HewasreferringtoKaraboandThabi,then

Leah,AlexandNono.

Him:ohmygoshBunny,thisisgoingyobethe

mostfabulousweddingever..

Ilaughed,hewasjusthilarious.

IsatthereasIwatchedthemtryingtomakemy

weddingaheavenwedding.



LaterthatdayDonovanwent,leavingmewith

Leahonly.

Her:areyouok?

Me:yeah

Ismiled..

Me:you?

Shelookeddownthenstartedplayingwithher

fingersagain.

Me:whatisit?

Her:canwepleasetestforthelasttime?

Me:whydoyouwanttodothistoyourself?

Her:forthelasttime

Me:sothatyougetdepressedagain?

Her:Ijustwanttocheckifnothing'shas

changedsoIcanstartconsideringIVF

Me:YouandQplanningonhavingkids?

Her:no..justkeepingadvances



Isighed..

Me:andQdoesn'tknowaboutitdoeshe?

Shelookeddownagain..

Me:I'mgoingtotherestroom

IsaidstandingupandwalkingtoMyroom.

GettinginsidethetoiletIsawbloodonmypanty.

Myheartstoppedforaminutethere..Blood.Did

Ilosemybaby?

.

Iheardtheknock,butitwassofaintandI

couldn'tseemtostandupfromthefloorwhere

Ihadcoiledmybodyintoasmallball,Ihadbeen

inthebathroomforalmostanhournow.The

doorfinallyswungopenandLeahwalkedin..

Her:heywhatare-

Herspeechgotcutoffbymybloodypanties

thatwerebesidesme.

Her:God!Krisisthat..didyoulosethebaby?



Icouldn'tstopthetearthatescapedmyeyes.

Shewalkeduptomeandheldmeinherarms.I

feltnumb,Ifelttootiredtocry..Ilaystill,vision

blurringasmyeyesbecamemist.CarefullyI

listenedtomyheartbreak,intosmallpieces.It

didn'tmakenoise,itjustbrokesilentlyleaving

medestroyedandshuttered.

.
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Beinginthesameroomwithpeoplewhohada

problemlikemine,mademefeelbetter.The

factthatIwasn'ttheonlyonewithaproblem

madeitallfeelbetter.Notoncebeforehave

everthoughtofmyselfinasituationlike

this,attendingAAmeetings.Thefirstmonth

washard,acceptingthatIdohaveaproblem

wasworse.ThefactthatIhadsupport,fromQ

andKriswasjustoverwhelming.Ievenmadea

newfriend,Dintle,shewasjusthavingthesame

problemasminebutherreasonswerejust

deeperthanmine.Youneverknowanyone's

painuntilyouhavewalkedintheirshoes.Ihave

beenattendingthismeetingsfor3months

now,thefirstmonthwasreallyhardthatIonly

attendedtwicethenthesecondthatswhenI

adjusted,wemeettwiceperweek.Ijustloveit

therebecauseIcanactuallytalkaboutthewayI

feelwithouthesitatingbecauseof

embarrassment.Iwalkedoutofthebuilding



withDintlebesidesme,wellIcallherDidi

becauseIfindithardsometimestopronounce

hername.

Her:I'mgoingtomymothersgravetoday..

Me:doyouthinkyouready?

Shesighedheavily..

Her:Imissher

Me:Iknow

Her:Ishouldhavebeenthereforher..

Me:hey..

Istoppedthenhuggedher,apparentlyher

motherdiedinatragicaccidentrightinthespot.

Her:I'msorry..

Shepulledoutwhileclumsilywipingoffher

tears.

Me:dontbe..

Her:yourfriendishere..



IlookedwhereshewaslookingatKrishad

alreadyparkedhercar.Ihadpromisedherthat

we'dhavealadiesouttoday,together.Ismiled..

Me:wannacatchalift?

Her:nah..mysisteriswaitingforme

Inoddedthenhuggedheronelasttimebefore

rushingtoKris.

GettinginthecarIhuggedher..

Her:hey!

Me:hi,hey..nicehairstyle

Sheplaitedsomebluebraidsthatwentwell

withherskincolour.

Her:Iknow..Anywayswegoingwhere?

Me:Ithoughtyouhadaplan

Her:Idontunfortunately..

Ilaughed..

Me:let'sjust..Idontknow..Goforadrive



Her:niceplan..let'sgo

Shestartedthecar,itwasaround1700hrs.She

drovetillitwasreallydarkandthatswhenshe

pulledupatsomehouse.

Me:who'shouseisthis?

Her:Bandiles..

Shegotoutofthecar,Ifollowedherandstood

behindherasshepressedtheintercom.Aftera

whileofwaitingtherewithnoresponseIwas

startingtoreallygetscared.Imeanitwas

around2000hrsandwewerestandinginfront

ofahousethatisinthemiddleofnowhere.

Me:Ithinkmaybeweshouldgo

Her:justaminute

Me:doesanyoneevenstayhere?

Her:yeah..

Justthensomeguycame,itseemedlikehewas

sleeping.



Him:Mam..

Hesaidopeningthegatewitharemote.We

walkedbacktothecarthendroveinside.

Gettingout,theguywasalreadybesidesthecar.

Him:goodeveningMam..

HesaidtoKris,whojustsmiled..

Her:Musa?

Helaughedsoftly..

Him:MazwiMam

Her:yesMazwi..ummhisitokifyouletusin?

Him:yes

Hegaveusthekeyswhichwereattachedtothe

remote.

Kris:Thankyou

Him:anytime..

HethenwalkedawayasKriswalkedtothefront

door.Sheunlockedthenwegotin.Thehouse



wasclean.

Me:itsbeautiful

Her:Iknowright..

Me:arewesleepinghere?

Her:yeah..

Me:whataboutPhiwe?

Her:she'swithmomremember..

Me:oh..Iforgotshewastakenlastweek

Shesmiled..

Her:yeah..sowesleepingheretonight..

Shesaidwalkingaround.ItextedQ,eversince

hefoundouthesbeenactinglikemythirddad.

Hedidn'ttaketimetocall.

Me:hey

Him:whereexactlyareyousleeping?

Me:Bandileshousethatshoursawayfrom

home



Him:youwithKris?

Me:yeah

Him:ok..Iwillseeyoutomorrow

Me:yeah

Him:canIpleasetalktoKris?

Me:I'mnotdrinkingQ

Him:Ididn'tsayyouare

Me:youdidn'thaveto..

IwalkedtoKrisandgaveherthephonethen

walkedtothecouchandsatdown.

Kriscameafterawhile..

Her:he'stryingtobesupportive

Me:byalwaysactingthewayhedoes?

Her:yes,hewouldn'tdoitifhedidn'tcare

Me:ohhreally?Hedoesn'ttrustme!

Her:calmdown..



Me:Ican'tbelieveyoutakinghisside

Her:I'mnot..I'mjust..God..Leah!

Me:I'mgettinghelp..thatshouldcountbutI'm

beingtreatedlikesomeonewhocan'tstayaway

fromalcohol..

Her:youarereallyoverreacting

Me:really?

Her:Ithinkyouneedtorest

Ilookedather,shewascalmasalwaysbutI

couldtellshewasgettingannoyed.

Me:im-

Her:bed..come

Shesaidwalkingupstairs.Wewalkedintoa

coupleofroomsuntilshefinallyfoundaroom.

Her:wewillsleeptogetherhere..

Shewalkedtothebedtakingoffhershoes.



.

Welayinthebedstarringintodarkness.

Her:howwasyourday?

Me:ok..

Wewentsilentforawhilethere..

Her:yourmomcalled

Me:whatdidshewant?

Her:shesaysyounotansweringhercalls.She

wantstotalktoyou

Me:Iwillcallher

Her:promise?

Me:promise

.
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ThefollowingdayIwokeupearly,Bandiledidn't

callyesterdaysoIdidn'tknowifhewasupset



ornotaboutmesleepinghere.

Iwalkedinsidethebathroomandluckilythe

bathingequipmentswerethere.Itookaquick

showerthendressedinmyyesterdaysclothes.

GettingbackinsidetheroomIwokeLeahup.

Her:justasec

Me:wakeup..weneedtogethome

Her:God!

Shewokeupandstaggeredaroundbefore

finallyfindingthebathroom.AsshebathedI

tookmyphone,andswitchediton.Ihadfought

withBandileyesterday.He'salwaystravellinga

lotthisdays,nevermakestimeformeorhis

child.YesterdaywhenIgotbackfromworkhe

toldmehehadtogotoAustraliaforaweekbut

justaweekbeforehewasinBrazil.Iknowand

understandthefactthathestryingtoputfood

onthetablebutsometimesitjustgetstoo

much.Switchingitonsurprisinglytherewasno

callfromhim.Justatext..



"Iloveyou"

Ifeltlikesmashingthephoneagainstthewall.I

satdownandwaitedforLeah.SometimesIjust

wonderifthisishowit'sgoingtobewhen...we

officiallygetmarried.Leahwalkeddownstairs

afterawhile.

Me:ready?

Her:yeah..

Me:let'sgo

Iwalkedoutsidetothecar.Mazwiwasalready

outside,doingcleaningtheyard.Itwasfreezing

outsidesoIrushedovertohim.

Me:morning

Him:Mam

Me:take,wearegoing

Him:ok,safejourney..

Ismiledhandinghimthekeysafteropeningthe

gate.Irushedbacktomycarthendroveaway.



Thejourneybackhomewasjustquite,Iwasjust

caughtupinmyownthoughts.

Leah:youknowyoucanalwaystalktomeright?

Ilookedather..

Me:yeah

Leah:areyouok?

Me:yeah..justthinkingaboutthereportIhaveto

write

Leah:ifyousayso..

Idrovehertothehouse.

Her:youwillcallright?

Me:yeah..

AfterdroppingheroffIdrovehome,funnyhowI

calledhishousehome.GettingthereIgotoff

thecarthenwenttothedoortounlock.Itwas

funnyhowIkeptondroppingthekeysoverand

overagain.Theclumsinesswasjustgettingme

moreandmoreupset.FinallyImanagedto



unlock,thenIimmediatelywalkedupstairsto

thebedroomandlayonthebed.Theframeon

thewallcaughtmyeye.Wehadwenttosome

artshop,weboughtapictureframeonthe

purposeofputtingPhiwesbirthdaypictureinit

butsurprisinglywehaduseditforsomething

else.HeboughtaManilapaper,thenbought

paint.WeplayedaroundthatManilatogether

withPhiwe,itwasactuallyfunthenevenwrote

ournamesonthatManilapaper.Bandilethen

decidedtoframeit.ItookadeepbreathasI

justrememberedtheday.Mythoughtsgot

interruptedbymyphoneringing.Ipickedup

withoutevencheckingthecallersID.

Me:hello?

Caller:hey

ItwasSam..

Me:hey

Him:howareyou?



Me:I'mfine

Him:yousoundabitdown

Me:justaheadachenothingmore..what'sup?

Him:I'mmarryingTina

Me:thatsgreatbutwhatabout..-

Him:hewilljusthavetodealwithit

Me:I'mhappyforyou,sowhenisthebigday?

Him:somewherearoundnextyearApril

Me:ok..I'mreallyhappyforyou

Him:willyoucome?

Me:ofcauseIwill..

Him:good

Wetalkedsomemorebeforehefinallyhungup.

Iclosedmyeyes,tightlyshuttingthem.IthinkI

musthavefallenasleepbecauseIwokeuplater

thatday.ItwasmadlycoldsoIwenttothe

closetthenworeoneofhissweater.Getting



downstairsIwaswelcomedbythehousephone

ringing.Iwalkedtoitandansweredit..

Me:Thulaniresidencehello?

Caller:babe

Iclosedmyeyesinhalingasharpbreath.

Him:babetalktome

Me:hi

Him:areyouStillmad?

Me:no

Him:I'mgoingtoconebackearlier..MaybeI

havebeennotgivingyoumuchattention

Me:maybe?

Him:ok..Ihaven'tbeengivingyoumuch

attentionandI'msorry

Me:dontbe

Him:whatcanIgetyou?

Me:nothing



Him:whichscaleofmadisyourassat?Areyou

madthatyouwanttokillmeormadthatyou

wanttofuckmehard?

Icouldn'thelpitbutlaugh.Ihatethefactthathe

makesmesmileandlaughevenifIdon'twant

to.

Me:I'mjustnormalmad

Him:I'msorry..Ireallyam

Me:youarehardlyhome

Him:thatwillstop..IfeellikeDecemberistoo

far..whycan'tIjustprayyourbrideprice?

Me:Bandilewehavetalkedaboutthis

Him:Iknow..Butcomeon..doIhavetowaitthat

long?

Me:there'snorush

Him:Ijustwanttowifeyou..thatsallandI'm

goingtodoit..intwoweeks

Me:noyouwon't!



Him:itwasn'tanargumentativestatement..I'm

tellingyouwhat'sgoingtohappen

Me:Bandileno..

Him:wewillsee..3yearsisalot.Ihavewaited

enough

Me:youarereallybeingunfairrightnow..we

agreedDecember..Youcan'tjustchangethings

Him:KristinIdontwanttofightwithyou

Me:neitherdoI

Him:goodbecauseI'mnotgoingtoarguewith

youonthis..Ihavemademydecisionandits

final

Me:Bandile-

Him:Idontwanttorepeatmyself!AndI'mnot

goingto

Hesaidwiththefirmvoicethattoldmehes

alreadymadeuphismind.Ididn'tunderstand

whyhewouldjustchangeourplanslikethis.It



mademeangrythathedidn'tevenwanttohear

myopinion.Ain'tcouplessupposedtodiscuss

thingstogether?cometoanagreementtogether?

Ihungup.Sometimeshereallymanagesto

upsetmewithouteventryinghard.

Iwalkedtothesittingroomandsatinfrontof

thetv.ForsomereasonIhadlostmyappetite.I

sattherewitharacingmind,overthinkingthings

asusualuntilIjuststartedfeelingaheadache

comingandIalsofeltsleepy.Thepastfewdays

Ihavebeenfeelingsleepyandtired.Icouldfeel

mymyeyelidsgivinguponmeslowly.

.

ItookadeepbreathasIgotmoreandmore

frustrated.IknewIhadplacedthem

somewhereinthebedroombutwhereexactly

failedme.Istartedturningeverythingupside

lookingformycarkeys.AsIwasstilltryingto

searchdeepinmymindwhereIhadplaced

themIfeltthedooropenup.QuicklyIturned



anditwasBandile.Hehadreallycameback

sooner.Justthreedaysagohewastellingme

aboutpayingLobola.Ihadbeenignoringhim

sincethen,sobasicallyIhaven'ttalkedtohim

sincethen.

Him:nohug?

IjustlookedathimthenbacktowhatIwas

doing.

Him:ok

Hewalkedtowardsme,thenheldmefrom

behind.

Me:BandileIhavetolookformycarkeys.

Him:thatswhyyouareturningeverythingupside

down?

Me:Ijustwantmykeys

HeturnedmesoIlookathim.

Him:relax..

Hesaidkissingmylipssoftlyandslowly.He



freedmylipsafterawhile.

Him:isthisaboutthekeys?

Me:ofcauseitis!

Him:heretheyare..

Hesaidwalkingtothedressingtableandtaking

them.Ijustdidn'tknowwheremyheadwas

becauseitseemedliketheyhadbeenthereever

sinceIstartedlookingforthem.

Him:babeyouok?

Me:yeah..justmissingPhiwe

Hejustlookedatme..

Me:andyou..

Hewalkedtomeandlookedatmecarefully..

Him:I'mglad..Iwantyoutoaccompanyme

somewheretoday

Me:ok

Hesmiled..



Him:Iboughtyousomething

Me:obviously

Beignoredmytonethengavemeasmallbox..

Me:what'sthis?

Him:openit

Iopenedit,itwasaring,adiamondring..a

beautifuldiamondring.

Me:wow!

Him:IknowIdidn'tdothingsaccordingly,and

forthatI'msorry..Iboughtthisringbecauseit

symbolizesusandhowfarwehavecomeand

alsotoletthewholeworldknowyouaretaken..

Ilaughed..Obviously.

Me:itsreallybeautiful

Hetookitandslippeditonmy

finger,surprisinglyitfitperfectly.Ismiled..

Me:Iloveit



Him:andIloveyou

Hesaidashedevouredmylips,owningthem.

Him:youcango,Iwillcleanup

Inoddedashegavemethecarkeys.

DrivingtoschoolIwasjustthinkingaboutthe

incidentofthekeysthenthering.Ikeptlooking

atitanditwasreallybeautiful.Arrivingto

schoolInoticedIwasparkingnearLeahsoI

gotoffthecarandwalkedtowardshercar.She

wasbusyonherphonethatshedidn'tevensee

meuntilIknockedsoftlyonherwindow.She

smiledgettingoffthecar.

Her:hey

Me:hi

Her:Bandileback?

Me:yeah

Her:canwegotothespaafterthelessons?

Me:yeahwhynot..



Her:thankGod..let'sgo..wait..isthat??

Shesaidtakingmyhandthenletoutascream

thatgrabbedafewpeople'sattention.

Me:keepitdown

Her:ohmyGod!itsbeautiful

Me:Iknow..Hewantstomarkhisterritory

Her:Iwouldalso

Ilaughed..

Wewalkedinside.Gettinginsidemylecture

roomIsawAvewhohadalreadysawmetoo.

Shewavedatmewithherhandmakingme

walktowardsherandsearbesidesher.

Her:hey

Me:hey

Her:youwerescarce

Me:itstheinternship

Her:yeah..wannadolunch?



Me:I'm..busy,nexttime

Her:how'syourkid?

Me:shesok..

TherestofthedayIwaswithher,Idonthateher

butthatshealwaysgetstome.

GettingtothespawithLeahafterthelessonsI

receivedacallfromBandile.

Me:hello

Him:pleasedontforgetIneedyoutoescortme

tosomeeventandwealsoneedtotalk

Me:I'matthespa

Him:ok

Me:mhhm

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hethenhungup,Leahwaslookingatme.I

ignoredhereyesandlookedatthebrochure



goingthroughitwithmyeyes.

Leah:let'sgo

Shesaidgrabbingmyhand.Afterthewholefull

bodymassageIfinallydrovehome.Getting

thereIfoundanothercarparkedinouryard.I

walkedinsidethehouse.Walkinginsidethe

sittingroommyeyescameacrossthisother

guyIhavenevermet.Bandilewassittingwith

thatguyholdingbottlesofalcohol.Hesmiled

assoonashesawme.

Him:babe

Ismiledasmyeyeslookedaround.Icould

smellfoodthough.

Him:thisismyfriendJaybabe..andthisisher..

Inoddedasthatguysmiledatme.

Justthensomeladywalkedinfromthe

kitchen,frommykitchen.

Her:ohhhi,youmustbeKris



Me:yes..

Her:I'mJasmine..

Shesaidsmiling.Ireturnedthesmileaswe

shookhands.

Her:I'mmakingdinner,Ihopeyoudontmind

IlookedatBandile..

Him:Icancelledtheevent.

Inodded.

Jasmine:Iwouldn'tmindahandthough..

Me:yeah..ummhletmegochange

Iwalkedtothestairs.AsIwalkedIthinkI

missedasteportrippedonmyownlegs

makingmelosebalance.IknewIwasgoingto

fallbutsurprisinglyBandilecaughtme,Ididn't

evenrealizehewasbehindme.Myheartwas

beatingfast,IreallythoughtIwasgoingtofall.

Him:youok?

Me:yeah..justmissedastep



Hescoopedmeinhisarmsandwalkedwithme

upstairstoourroom.

Gettinginsideheplacedmeonthebed..

Me:Imissedastep..nobigdeal

Him:iseverythingok?

Me:whywon'titbe?

Him:Ihopeyounotstressingoverthebride

pricebecausestressingornot,itshappening

Ilaydown..

Me:shouldn'twehavediscussedthis?Asa

normalcouple?

Him:I'mnotwaitingtillDecember..Ifyouwant

whiteweddingin100centuriesIwouldn'treally

giveafuck,butbrideprice,I'mdoingitnow

Me:what'schanged?

Him:nothingeverchanged..Youdecided

December..I'mdecidingnow

Ijustlookedathim,Ididn'thavetheenergyto



argueanymore.Helayontopofmeand

brushedhislipsovermine..

Him:I'msorryforthefactthatIloveyou..cause

becauseIloveyou,I'mgoingtodothis,youlike

oryoudon't

Hewhisperedseductively.Mybodyresponded

tohislipsonmynecklettingoutaninvoluntary

vibration.

.

Isatinthebathroomfloorwithasmymindran

itsownMarathon.Iwipedawaythetear.

SomehowIfeltlikeBandilejustwantedfull

controlovermebutthenIcouldn'tstophim

couldI?Iheardasoftknockonthedoor

followedbyAlex'svoice.

Alex:Kris,youinthere?

Ikeptquite,Ijustwantedtobealone.

ItwasthedayoftheLobolanegotiationsbut

theyhadalreadypassedduringtheday.My



uncleswerestillthere,enjoyingthetraditional

beerandAuntswerestilltheretogivemethe

"talk".Iwasn'treallylookingforwardtoit.I

wantedtogetinmycaranddriveawayfrom

everything.Ihadjustvomitedandthishadbeen

happeningalotthisweekandalsofeeling

nausea.EverysignIhad,ledmetopregnancy.If

Iwaspregnant,whichwas99%almostaccurate

accordingtothesymptomsIwouldnever

forgiveBandileoratleastIcouldtrynotto.I

stoodupatlast,washedmyfacethenwalked

out,tomybagwhichwasinAlex'sroom.She

wastherewithmyothercousin.

Alex:hey,Iwaslookingforyou

Me:I'mcoming

IsaidgrabbingmyhandbagandPhiwesbag..

Me:where'sPhiwe?

Alex:shesinthenextroomsleeping..momis

lookingforyou



Ididn'tlisten,Ijustwalkedoutthenwenttothe

nextroom.ShewaspeacefullysleepingbutI

justneededtoheroutofhere.Shegotstartled

whenIpickedherupbutdidn'tcry.Iwalked

withheroutside,tomycarandplacedheratthe

backseatonherbabyseat.Alexwasalready

besidesmeasIgotinmyseat.

Alex:whereareyougoing?Youknowyou-

Me:coverforme

Isaidstartingthecar.Shemovedawayfrom

thecarasIstartedreversing.Immediatelywhen

IdroveawayIfeltmuchbetter.Ididn'tstop

driving.IdrovebacktoGaboronebuttoahotel.

AfterprocessingeverythingIwenttotheroom

theyGavemethenlayonthebedwithPhiweon

mytummy.IjustdidntwanttobelievethatI

waspregnant,Icouldn'tbe,notagain.

.

LEAH



.

Him:ok..whatdidIdo?

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Him:Leah!Mywifeisn'ttalkingtomeoutofa

sudden,shesnotbackyetandsheshouldbeat

schoolrightnowandyoutellmeyoudontknow

whatI'mtalkingabout?Itsbeenaweek..you

can'ttellmeyoudontknowwhatI'mtalking

about

Me:Bandile..Idontknow,shesnottellingme

anything

Helookedatmewiththatfacewhichcanmake

youpeeonyourselfmakingmeturntolookatQ.

Q:babecomeon

Me:Idontknow,shesnottellingmeanythingQ

Bandilesighed.KrishasbeenbeeninBotswana

foralmostaweeknowandhascut

communicationwithanyone.Sheonlycalled

meonceandshewasorshesoundedbrokento



beexact.Shedidn'ttellmethoughwhatwas

wrong.

Bandile:Idontknowwhyshekeepsactingso

childish..

Q:whatdoyouexpectfrommarryingakid?Itold

you

Bandile:Ithoughtourchildwouldchangeher

Me:sheneverwantedtogetmarried..Youhad

yourwaybehindherback

Q:Isuggestyougothere

Bandile:imscaredIwillhurtherimtooangry

rightnow

Hestoodup..

Bandile:ifshecallstellherIwanttoseemy

child

Hesaidwalkingout.Hewasreallypissed.

Q:Leah..

Me:Idontknowwhat'sgoingon..



Heexhaledthencameandsatbesidesme..

Q:youwouldtellmeifsheevercallsright?

Me:ifshewantsmeto

,thatsagivenif

Q:I'mgladI'mnotBandile

Me:whydoyouhateKris?

Q:whywouldIhateher?

Me:youtellme

Q:Idonthateher,justsometimesherattitude

Me:attitude?Niggayouhaveaseriousproblem

Q:Iknow

Me:wellthatsmygirl..andIwillalwayshaveher

backnomatterwhatandyeah..Ialsodon'tlike

yourshadyfriend,Ionlytoleratehisass

Helaughed..

ThefactthatIhadn'ttalkedtoherforawhile

nowgotmeworried.Qstayedwithmefora



whilethenhehadtogosomewhere.

ImmediatelyafterheleftItriedhernumberfor

thehundredthtimeeventhoughIknewitsoff.It

ledmetovoicemail.Ihadn'ttoldanyonefrom

herfamily,deepdownIwashopingshesstill

withthem.LaterthatnightasIwassleepingI

waswokenupbyaviolentknock.Itwasaround

1a.mandtobehonestIwasjustscared.Fora

whilethereIstayedonmybed,tryingtoignore

theknockbutitgotmorelouder,andtheloud

knockwasaccompaniedbyhervoice

screamingmyname.Irushedtothedoorfrom

myroomandunlockedthedoor.Shewas

standingthere,lookingabitlost.

Me:hey

Her:hey

Imovedfromthedoortolethergetin.Shegot

insidethehouse.

Me:whereareyoucomingfrom?

Her:IthinkI'mpregnant..



Sheblurted..

Me:what?

Her:IthinkI'mpregnant

Me:you..-God!

Her:Iwasjusttooangry,weneverplannedfor

anotherchild..Whywouldhedosomethinglike

this?

Me:where'sPhiwe?

Her:mom

Me:hesangry

Her:Idon'tcare,I'mstayinghere

Me:youknowthat'snotwhatamarriedwoman

shouldsay

Her:Idon'tcare..

ShesaidwalkingupstairsandIcouldseeshe

wasn'thappy.Hervoicedoesn'tallowherto

shoutbuthertonevariesineverysituation.I

walkedtomyroomafterdebatingwithmyself



forawhileifishouldgotoherroom ornot.

ThefollowingdayIwokeupabitearlytocheck

uponher.

Walkinginsideherroomshewassittingonthe

floorwithherbackagainstthedoor.

Me:hey

Her:morning

Me:school?

Her:mylessonstartat10

Inoddedthenwentandsatbesidesher..

Me:I'msurePhiwewillbeexcitedtohavea

littlebrotherorsister

Her:yeah

Me:communicationisveryimportant

Kris,ignoringBandile..-

Her:IknowI'mwrong,asalways

Me:itsnotaboutyoubeingalwayswrong



Her:yeah

Me:whendidyoufindoutthatyouwere

pregnant?

Her:lastweekend

Inodded..

Istoodup.

Me:Imgoingtogotakeashower..

Iwalkedoutleavingheronthefloor.Walkingin

myroomInoticedmyphoneringing,Iwalked

uptoitanditwasmom..Iwalkedaway,leaving

itring.

.

KRIS

.

AfterLeahleftforschoolIlockedmyselfinmy

ownthoughts.Communicationiskey,thatI

knowbutIfeellikeBandilealwaysfailto

communicatewithme.ItookadeepbreathasI



switchedonmyphone.Iwaswelcomedby

dozensofmessages.TheonesfromBandile

toldmehesangry..Iplacedthephonebesides

me,eventhoughIwasangryIwasgoingtolay

thefirstbrick.Itookashowerthendrovetohis

housefinally.Itookadeepbreathbefore

walkinginside.Hewasn'tanywhereinsightsoI

walkedaround,andwenttothebedroom.He

wasn'ttheretoo.Isatonthebed,tryingtoput

myemotionsinorder.Finallythedoorswung

openandhewalkedin.Hestoodbythedoor

lookingatme,gettingangrybytheminute.I

stoodupashewalkedtowardsme.ThelookIn

hiseyeswasn'ttheeverydaylookI'musedto,it

wasthatlookwhichprovedtomethathewas

soangry.Itookstepsbackasheclosedthe

gapebetweenus.Hestoodbeforemeasmy

backwasagainstthewall,breathingfire.This

broughtmymindbacktothedayheslapped

me.

Him:wherewereyou?



Heaskedsoftlyandcalmly..

Him:Idontwanttorepeatmyselftoyou

Me:I..Ineededspace

Him:space?

Hechuckledthat"don'tfuckwithme"chuckle.

Him:youneededspacefromwhat?

Me:everything

Him:where'smychild?

Me:mom

Him:soyouleftmychildwithyourmom?

Me:mymomwillneverhurther

Him:that'snotwhatIsaid..

Me:itsoundedlikethatswhatyouwere

implying

Heclickedhistoungethenwalkedout.I

followedhimdownstairsbutplanwasIshould

leave.Gettingdownstairshesatdownand



startedwatchingTV.

Ididn'tknowwhattosaytohim,Ididn'tknowifI

shouldjusttellhimthatI'mpregnantandtell

himthatswhyIneededspace.

Him:howlongareyougoingtostandthereand

cryasifIdidsomethingtoyou?

Ilookedathimwipingmytearsaway.

Him:Idontknowwhatyouwantfromme

anymoresojustdomeafavourandleavemein

peace

Me:Ishouldleave?

Him:thatswhatIsaid..Leavemyhouse

Me:leaveyourhouse?

Hegavemealookmakingmelaugh..

Me:Iknowyoumadandall..butlegallythisis

alsomyhousesoifyoumad,thereisthedoor

Him:ohhsoyoufinallyrememberthatyouare

married?



Me:I'vealwaysrememberedthat..

Him:really?

MylegsstartedfeelingnumbthatIheldonto

thecouchthatwasinfrontofmeforsupport.

EventhoughhewasmadbutIcouldtellthe

concerninhiseyes.

Me:I'msorry

Ifinallysaid,IhadjustdecidedIwasn'tgoingto

tellhimimmediately.

Me:I'msorry,I'mreallysorry

Isatdown,tryingtofightoffthefeelingof

numbnessIwasfeelingwithoutmakinghim

know.

Him:whatexactlydoyouwantfromme?

Me:I'msorry

Him:comehere

Itookadeepbreathbeforestandingupand

walkingtowardshim,thensittingonhislap



ignoringhistensebodyandthesmellof

nicotinearoundhim.Thefeelingofnumbness

wasjustpersistingmakingmefeelweakinthe

process.Hisbodyrelaxedafterawhileashe

wrappedhishandsaroundme.

Westayedlikethat,IthinkImusthavefallen

asleepbecausewhenIopenedmyeyesIwas

onhisbed,coveredinasmallblanket.Istoodup

thenwalkedtothebathroomtowashmyface

asIhadablurredvision.

Isplashedcoldwateronmyfacebutmyvision

wasstilltrouble.Somethingwaswrongwith

me,Icouldfeelit.

.

Her:ok..yes!yes.thankyou

Hethenhungupandwalkedtowardsme..

Him:wehavethevenue..

Me:great!

Him:youdontsoundexcitedBunny



Me:Iam..justhaveaheadache,hadalongday

atschool

Leah:letmegetyoupainkillers

Shesaidstandingupandwalkingaway.Iwas

atmyhousewithLeahandmyweddingplanner.

Thelastthreeweekshavejustbeenonemess.I

couldn'tunderstandmyownbodyandmyown

husbandwashavinghiswaywitheverything.

Bandilehadsuggestedthatwegetmarried

whiteweddinginDecember.Everythingwas

justgoingtoofastandIcouldn'tseemtostop

it,Iwasn'tuptoplanningaweddingin3months

andsomeweeksSoinsteadBandilehireda

weddingplannerandImustsayhewasgoodat

whathedoes.Hesideasweresplendidashe

wouldsayandLeahandhimclickedfromthe

firstday.Hehadalreadytakenmeasurements

formygown.MomdidntlikethefactthatIwas

gettingmarriedhurriedly,Ialsodidn'tbutonce

Bandilehassethismindtosomething,hewill

getit.Hewasn'ttakingnoforananswerandit



wasuselessfightingwithhimbutIdidn'tlove

himanyless.IstilllovedhimthesamewayIdid

thelastthreeyears,maybeevenmore.Leah

camebackwiththeglassofwaterand

painkillersandhandthemovertome.Idrank

thepillsthentriedtofocusonwhat,Donovan,

whatsaying.

Him:soyourbrideMaidsareonly5?

Me:yes

Him:anditsthosegirls?

Me:yes

HewasreferringtoKaraboandThabi,then

Leah,AlexandNono.

Him:ohmygoshBunny,thisisgoingyobethe

mostfabulousweddingever..

Ilaughed,hewasjusthilarious.

IsatthereasIwatchedthemtryingtomakemy

weddingaheavenwedding.



LaterthatdayDonovanwent,leavingmewith

Leahonly.

Her:areyouok?

Me:yeah

Ismiled..

Me:you?

Shelookeddownthenstartedplayingwithher

fingersagain.

Me:whatisit?

Her:canwepleasetestforthelasttime?

Me:whydoyouwanttodothistoyourself?

Her:forthelasttime

Me:sothatyougetdepressedagain?

Her:Ijustwanttocheckifnothing'shas

changedsoIcanstartconsideringIVF

Me:YouandQplanningonhavingkids?

Her:no..justkeepingadvances



Isighed..

Me:andQdoesn'tknowaboutitdoeshe?

Shelookeddownagain..

Me:I'mgoingtotherestroom

IsaidstandingupandwalkingtoMyroom.

GettinginsidethetoiletIsawbloodonmypanty.

Myheartstoppedforaminutethere..Blood.Did

Ilosemybaby?

.

Iheardtheknock,butitwassofaintandI

couldn'tseemtostandupfromthefloorwhere

Ihadcoiledmybodyintoasmallball,Ihadbeen

inthebathroomforalmostanhournow.The

doorfinallyswungopenandLeahwalkedin..

Her:heywhatare-

Herspeechgotcutoffbymybloodypanties

thatwerebesidesme.

Her:God!Krisisthat..didyoulosethebaby?



Icouldn'tstopthetearthatescapedmyeyes.

Shewalkeduptomeandheldmeinherarms.I

feltnumb,Ifelttootiredtocry..Ilaystill,vision

blurringasmyeyesbecamemist.CarefullyI

listenedtomyheartbreak,intosmallpieces.It

didn'tmakenoise,itjustbrokesilentlyleaving

medestroyedandshuttered.

.
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Leahsqueezedmyhandaswewaitedforthe

results.Iwasrestlessthepreviousnight.I



couldn'tbelieveIlostmybaby,mymindcouldn't

acceptitsoLeahjustdecidedwecomehere

aftermylessonsandseeifIreallydidlosethe

babyandwhatmademeloseit.IwasgladI

didn'ttellBandilebecauseatleastnowhe

doesn'thavetodealwiththelossofababy.The

doctorfinallycame.

Dr:MrsThulani?

Iraisedmyhand.

Me:righthere

Dr:followmemam

IlookedatLeahwhogaveaalightkissonmy

cheek.

Her:dontworry,Iwillberighthere

Ismiledthenfollowedthedoctor.

GettingintheofficehegesturedthatItakea

seat.Isatdowntakinginadeepbreath.

Dr:howareyouMrsThulani?



Me:Idon'tknowhowIfeel

Dr:Icanimagine

Me:ismybabygone?

Dr:weransometestonyou..surprisinglythey

showedusthatyouwereneverpregnant

Ilaughed..

Me:nicejoke

Dr:I'mserious,youwereneverpregnant,the

bloodyousawwasyournormalperiods

Ilookedathimconfusednow.

Me:butI..thesigns

Dr:thatswhatwearetryingtoget

now,somethingmightbegoingonwithyour

bodysowearegoingtorunafewmoreteston

you

Me:whatdoyouthinkmightbewrongwithme?

Dr:I'mnotgoingtogiveaconclusionuntilI'm

reallysuresofornowIalsodon'tknow



Inodded..

Dr:dontworry,wewillfindoutwhat'swrongwith

you..thatIcanassureyouof

Inodded..

.

Her:whatdoyoumeanyouwereneverpregnant?

Leahaskedaswedroveawayfromthehospital.

Iwasmassagingmyarmwhichwasstartingto

feelnumb.

Me:apparentlythetestsshowsthatIwasnever

pregnant..theyarerunningmoretest

Leah:whenareyougoingtotellBandile?

Me:whentheresultscomeback,maybeits

nothing

Leah:Ihopeitsnothing..What'swrongwith

yourarm?

Me:itfeelsabitnumb,IthinkIdidn'tsleepon

therightposition



Leah:Iwillpassbyapharmacyandbuysome

massagingoil..

Me:yeah..

ArrivinghomewefoundBandilescarparkedby

thegate.YesterdayIdidn'tsleephomebutI

toldhim.IlookedatLeah..

Me:pleasedonttellhim

Her:ok

Itookinadeepbreath..

Igotoutofthecarandwalkedtohis.Hewas

busyonhisphone.Ipokedhimsoheshiftshis

attentiontome.

Me:hey

Heplacedthephonedownthensteppedoutof

thecarandwalkedtowardsme.Heburiedme

inhischestbeforesayingawordintoxicating

mewithhisCologne.

Him:hey



Hesaidkissingmyforehead.

Me:whendidyougethere?

Isaidsteppingawayfromtheembrace.

Him:afewminutesago

Me:I'msorry..

Him:dontbe..canwego?

Me:ummhyeah,letmeinformLeah

IwalkedtowardsLeahwhowasstillinthecar.

Me:hey,I'mgoing

Her:ok

IwalkedbacktoBandilewhowasalready

openingthedoorforme.Igotinsideandsodid

he.Hedrovebacktohishouse.

Him:wherewereyouguys?

Me:wewenttothehospital

Him:everythingok?

Me:yeah



Him:howistheweddingcoming?

Me:goodbutcostly

Him:moneyisn'taproblem

Inodded,ofcausemoneyisn'taproblemtohim.

Him:itsFriday,doyouhaveplansforthe

weekend?

Me:no

Him:okthenweflyingtoDurban

Me:business?

Hechuckled..

Him:no..forus

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Me:forus?

Him:yeah..

Ismiled,Ilovedtheidea.Maybespacefrom

everythingwasjustwhatIneeded.

Me:I'dlovethat



Hetookmyhandandkisseditmakingmyface

burn.Gettingtohishousehemademetakea

quickshowerwithhimbutitwasn'tavery

innocentshower,hedidn'tcareifIwasonmy

periodsornot,itdidn'tbotherhimsomehow.

AfterbathingImadeuswearmatching

clothes,webothworeblackreapedjeans,a

blackT-shirt,blackAdidassneakerswith

militaryjackets.Ialsopackedovernightsbags

forus.

Me:Ilikeitwhenwewearmatchingclothes

Isaidaswesatinhisprivatejet.

Him:Iloveitwhenyouarehappy

IsmiledbecausesodidI.

HekissedmyforeheadmakingmefeellikeI'm

theonlywomanintheworld.

Him:keagorata

Ilaughedathisaccent,itsoundedweirdbutat

thesametimeitsoundedspecial.



Me:lennakeagorata

Hesmiledthatsmilethatsmyverybiggest

weakness.

Me:I'mgladyouareamillionaire..Travelling

doesn'thavetobehard

Isaidasanairhostesstoldustodoour

seatbelts.

Him:ifIdidn'tknowbetterIwouldsayyouarea

golddigger

Ilaughed..

Me:Iam..niggaimmareapyouoff!

Helaughed.

Him:Iknowyouaredangerous,youoncestole

myRolexwatch

Ilaughed..

Me:there'sadifferencebetweenstealingand

taking,Ijusttookit

Him:takingwithoutaskingiscalledstealingsisi



Me:Iasked..inmyheartandyousaidyes

Helaughed..

Him:Ineedtostartbeingcarefularoundyou

Me:mxm..Iwillstilltake

ThejourneytoDurbanwasn'tthatlong.Getting

there,acarwasalreadyparkedwaitingforus

buttherewasnodriver.Bandiledroveustothe

hotelweweresupposedtogo.GettingthereI

threwmyselfonthebed.

Him:areyouhungry?

Ishookmyhead..

Me:no..I'mfinebutwecanalwaysdrivearound

Him:ok,let'sgo..

Hesphonerangaswegottothecar.

Him:letmetakethisbabe

Hesaidgivingmethecarkeysthenexcused

himselffromme.Iwalkedtothecarandgotat

thedriversseat.Ilookedathimashetalkedon



thephoneandaccordingtohisfacial

expressionIcouldtellitwasntsogood.Aftera

whilehewalkedtowardsmethengotatthe

passengersseat.

Him:driving?

Hesaidashesat.

Me:yeah..

Istartedthecarthendrovearound..

Him:howwasschooltoday?

Me:itwasok..nextyeahI'mgraduating..I'mso

excited

Him:Ican'twaittoseeyouincourt

Ismiled..

Me:Ican'twaittoseemyselftoo.

AswedroveIsawasignwrittenfortuneteller.I

havealwaysbeenfascinatedbythiskindof

things.IstoppedthecarandlookedatBandile.

Him:no!Idon'tdopsychicshit!



Me:babeplease

Him:no!startthecar

Me:Bandileplease..Ndilebabe..

Him:Kristin!

Iremovedtheseatbeltthenwentonandsaton

hislap..

Me:justaminuteplease..

Isaidkissinghislips..

Him:Krisno..

Me:please..

Isaidtakinghishandstomyassandpressing

myboobsagainsthischestwhilekissinghis

neck.Hesqueezedmyass..

Me:please..

Him:aminuteonly..

Ismiledopeningthedoor.Igotoffhimand

steppedoutside.Itwasabitwindy.



Hegotouttoofixinghisjeans,hewasalready

hard.Wewalkedinsidethebuildingafter

lockingthedoors,Ihavealwaysimaginedthis

placestobescaryandmysteriousbutthis

wasn'tevenmysterious,okmaybealittlebit

crippy.Wewalkedtowardsthedoor..

Ndile:imnotfeelingthisKris

Me:justaminute

Iknockedsoftlythenavoicecommandedmeto

comein.Iopenedthedoorwideandmyeyes

weremetbyawoman'seyes.Shelookedlike

shewasinherearlythirties.Shewaswearinga

blackdressseatingonthefloor.

Me:shouldwetakeoffourshoesoff?

Shegavemeaslightsmilenodding.

WetookoffourshoesbutBandilewasabit

reluctant.

Me:Bandile!

Icouldfeelniggawantedtoleavealready.We



walkedinsidethenwealsosatonthefloor.The

roomwaslightedwithcandlesaroundandjust

hadweirdthingshangingaround.

Me:hi

Her:hello

Shesaid,hervoicewasverydeepbutsmooth.

Me:wehereso-

Her:toknowyourdestiny..

Shefinishedmysentence.

Me:yes..toknowourdestiny

Her:mynameisSonia

Me:Krisandthisis

Her:Bandile,yousaidhisname

Ismiled..

Her:yourhand

Igavehermyhandthensheclosedher

eyes,meditatingIguess.Itwasreally



fascinatingconsideringIhaveonlysaw

somethinglikethisinthemoviesonly.Iwas

fullyconcentratingonwhatshewasdoing.

Her:youhaveareallybigheart

Me:isthatpartofmyfuture?

Shesoftlylaughedopeninghereyes

Her:no..Icanjustfeelit..yourfutureisabit

trickytoreadmeaningitcanalwayschange..I

seelove,lotsof

love,pain,grief,secrets,heartbreak..

Shekeptquiteagain,Iwasstartingtoget

scared..

Me:ummhis-

Her:shhh...anddeath!

Ipulledmyhandfromherimmediately..

Me:what?

Her:Iseedeath,grieffollowedbydeath

Me:no..who'sdying?



Ndle:let'sgo

Her:thefuturecanalwayschange..Krisyou-

Bandilewasalreadyupanddraggingmeout.

Weworeourshoesandwalkedout,andwent

straighttothecar..Iwasshaken,Iwon'tlie.Her

voicestillechoedinmyhead,Ididn'trealizeI

wasshakinguntilBandileheldmetightly..

Him:hey..babeit'sok

Me:I..I..

Him:itsok..I'mhere

Hehuggedmetightly.

.

GettingbackatthehotelIwasstillshaken.I

kepthearinghervoiceoverandoverinmyhead.

Bandile:stillshaken?

Ishookmyheadno..

Hesatbesidesmeonthebed..



Him:don'tlethergettoyou

Inodded..

Him:Idontbelieveinthatkindoffuckery

Me:clearly

Him:yes..pleasedontlethergettoyou,she's

notGod

Me:ok

Him:good

Iwasn'tgoingtolethergettome.

Him:I'mgoingtogetsomethingfromthe

car,willyoubeok?

Me:yes..

IGavehimanassuringsmile.Hesighedthen

walkedout.AshedidthatIstrippedmyclothes

offandgotinsidethebathroom,andstraightto

theshower.Iopenedthecoldtap,coldwaterhit

mybodytighteningeverymuscle.Istoodunder

theshowerforawhiletryingtogettheSonia



characteroutfrommyhead.

AftertakingashowerIwalkedoutwithatowel

aroundmybody.Bandilewasn'tin.Iworemy

gownthenlotionedmybody.Afterthat,Ifinally

sawfood.Iwalkedtoitandstartedeating.I

didn'trealizeIwashungryuntilIstartedeating.

Ihadn'teatenanythingeversincetoday..

BandilecamewhenIwashalfwaywitheating.

Him:hey

Me:hey..wheredidyougo?

Him:somewhere..

Ijustlookedathimthenbacktomyfood.

Him:didyoueatanythingtoday?

IshookmyheadasIhadfoodInmymouth.

Him:youcanreallyeat

HesaidwhenIwasdone,notthatIwipedaway

thewholeplate.

Me:youdidn'tknow?



Him:I'msurprised

Istoodupandsodidhe..

Him:dressup,I'mtakingyousomewhere

Me:itslate

Him:IthinkIknowthat

Me:yes,let'ssleep

Hewalkedovertotheovernightbagandthrew

adressatme.

Him:dressup

Me:youareacontrolfreakBandileThulani,I'm

sureyouwereabullyatschool

Helaughed..

Him:pleasedressup

Istoodupandslippedthegownoff,heseyes

burntmyskinasIdressedup.Icouldseehe

wantedmebuthecontrolledhimself.Iworemy

flipflopsafterdressing.



Him:let'sgo

Hesaidstickingouthishandtome.Itookit

thenwewalkedout,andwentstraighttothecar.

Hedroveustothebeach.Itwasdarkbutthe

moonlightwasmanagingprettywelltoreflect.

Wegotoutofthecarthenwalkeduntilwe

stoppedatsomespot.Wesatdownthereas

thecoolbreezehitmyskinlightly.Ilaymyhead

onhischestwhileheheldmetightly.

Him:Iknowyouwenttoseeadoctor..

Hesaidcalmly..

Him:Iknowyouthoughtyouwerepregnant

Myheartstoppedforawhilethere..

Him:Iknowheranmoretestsonyou

Ikeptquite,notknowingwhattosay..

Him:Idontunderstandwhyyoukeepthiskind

ofstufffromme..Whatifyouhadreallylostthe

baby..wereyouevergoingtotellme?I'mtrying

tounderstandwhyyoualwaysshieldmefrom



thetruth..pleasehelpmeunderstand

HepulledmesoIsitonhislapthentiltedmy

headthatIlookathim..

Him:helpmeunderstandwhyyoudoit,Idont

understandbecauseI'malwaystryingtoprove

howmuchIloveyoubutyoukeeponpushing

meaway..whatisit?tellme...Isitme?amI

makingthingshardforyou?

Ishookmyhead,Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Him:thenwhatisit?

Me:I..I..Idontwanttoworryyou

Him:butI'malwaysworriedattheendofthe

day,I'malwaystryingtofigureoutwhat'swrong

eachdaybecauseeverytimeIaskwhat'swrong

youtellmeitsnothingwhiledeepdownyou

breaking

Iwasgettingreallyemotional..

Me:I'msorry



Isaid,withmyvoicebarelyaudible..

Him:Idontgetit..whyareyouapologizing?

Me:Idontwantyoutostopyourlifeforme,I

dontwantyoutolacksleepforme,Idontwant

youbreakingforme..Ican'tbareit..that'swhy,I

hatethepainIseeinyoureyes

Him:thatsselfish..Thatsbeingselfish,Ialready

lacksleepbecauseofyouandyoursecrets

Me:whatdoyouwantmetosay?

Him:maybehowaboutyoutellmewhyyouare

selfish

Istoodup,Icouldn'ttakeitanymore.

Him:youknowyoucan'trunawayfromthis

Iwalkedaway,Iwalkedbackwithmyheavy

heart.IknowhesrightbutIhateitwhenhe

worry,Ihateitwhenhefeelshopeless.Getting

tothecarIsatdownbesidesitleaningagainst

it.Hehadthecarkeysandthecarwaslocked

soIjusthadtowaitforhim.



Iburiedmyheadbetweenmylegstryingtobe

strong,tryingtokeepittogether,tryingto

ignoretheheavyfeelinginmyheart.Hecame

afterawhile,hedidn'tsayanythingjust

unlockedthecarthenhelpedmestandupand

openedthedoorforme.Igotinsideandsodid

he.Thedrivebackhomewassilent.Icouldn't

stopthetears,silentlyIletthemfallasIlooked

outthroughtheclosedwindow.Gettingtothe

hotelIgotoffthecarleavinghimbehind.

Gettinginsidetheroom,Itookofftheflipflops

thencrawledintothebedandcoveredmyself

withaduvet.ThatnightIsilentlycriedmyselfto

sleeponthecoldbed,allalone.Wakingupthe

followingday,hesarmswerewrappedaround

me,holdingmetightlyasalways.Hewasstill

asleep,myeyeswereheavy.Ilaythere,not

moving.Iwasn'tgoingtowakehimup,atleast

nottoday.Istayedinhisarmsuntilthesun

startedreflectingtheroom.Iguessthatswhat

wokehimupbecauseIfelthimmovethenhe



loosenedhisgripbutstillheldme.Ikeptquite,

thenclosedmyeyes.

Him:Iknowyouareawake

HesaidturningmesoIlookathim.

Him:I'msorryImadeyoucry

Me:no..don'tbe,itsme

Him:communicationisveryimportantina

relationshipbabe

Me:Iknow

Him:goodbecauseIdontwanttobedealing

withsecretsagain..itendstoday,now..right?

Inodded..

Him:sayit

Me:itendstoday

Him:good,nexttimeIwillfuckyouhardyouwill

regretitfortherestofyourlife

Hewasn'tjokingbutwhathesaidmademy



faceburn.

Hekissedmyeyes..

Him:youhavebaggyeyes

Hethenkissedmylips,makingmefeelevery

momentofit.Histoungecoaxedmytounge,

makingmeloseit.Hemovedhishandsfrom

mywaisttomythighspartingthemsohes

betweenthem.

.

Therestoftheweekendwasfun,Ihadpushed

thethoughtofsomethingmightbewrongwith

meatthebackofmymindandfocusedonhim

andI.ComingbacktoJohannesburgonSunday

night,Iknewitwasbacktoreality.Bandile

droppedmeatschoolonMonday.

Him:Iwillbehereafteryoudonewithyour

lessons

Me:ok

Hekissedmylipsbrieflybeforereleasingme.I



walkedtomylecturehall,waitingforthelecturer.

ThedayactuallywasjustokuntilIwasinthe

carwithLeahwaitingforBandile.

.

Her:shesaidthat?

Me:yeah..lotsof

love,pain,grief,secrets,heartbreakanddeath

Her:wow!

Me:yeah

Her:thatsoundsScary

Me:Iknow,Bandilecouldn'tstandit,hedragged

meoutofthere

Her:Iwouldtoo..let'sstoptalkingabout

depressingthings,howwasqualitytime?

Iblushedmakingherlaugh..

Her:thisniggaishittingitgood

Me:stopit..



Her:I'mserious..SayBandileandyourface

turnsred

Me:stopit!

Her:anyways..Weneedtogoforourfitting

Me:mygownisalreadyready?

Her:no..ours,thebridemaids..Ican'twait.

DonovansaidtheyareprettyAF!

Me:itsfabbbdarls..

Iimitatedhimmakingusbreakintopieceswith

laughter.

Her:yousoundmuchbetterthanyoudidon

Friday

Me:yeah..

Shecontinuedtalkingabouttheweddingplans

andhowmuchshelovesDonovan'sideas.

AfterawhileBandilescarpulledbesidesLeah's.

Me:seeyou



Her:bye

Iwalkedtohiscarthengotin.

Me:hey

Him:hey,I'mpassingbysomeonehouse..Itwill

onlytakesomefewminutes

Me:ok

Hestartedthecarthenhedrovetowhereverhe

wasdrivingto.Heparkedbythegate,thengot

out.

Him:stayput!

Hesaidbeforewalkinginsidethegate.Isatin

thecarpatientlywaitingforhim.Hecameout

afterawhilewithabloodyT-shirtandabruised

face.Helookedreallypissed,Iwasevenscared

toask.Ihaveneverseenhimlikethiseversince

wemet.Hedrovelikeamaniachome,Ijustheld

intotheseatbeltscaredformylife.Igotoutof

thecarfirstwhenwegothomeandwalkedto

thedoor.Ifildedwiththekeysasmyhands



weretremblinguncontrollably.

FinallyIunlockedthedoorandstaggeredinside.

Hewalkedinafterawhilebuthewasonthe

phone.

Him:tellhimIwillfuckhimupthatheswhole

familywillfeelit..

Hestone,itwasenoughtomakemedragmy

feettothekitchentoavoidhim.Hewalked

upstairsasIstartedcooking.Ididn'tcook

anythingspecial,justpapwithbeefstew.I

walkedupstairstothebedroom.Itookadeep

breathasIopenedthedoor.Hewassittingon

thebedbusyinhisphone,inhistrackpantsonly.

Me:hey

Hestoodupandwalkedtowardsme.

Me:ummhdinnerisready

Him:I'msorry..youshouldn'thavewitnessed

that

Hesaidcaressingmyfacesoftly.



Me:iseverythingok?

Him:everythingisokbabe,justhadtosetan

example

Me:let'sgoeat

Hesmiledthenkissedme.Dinnerwasok,he

actedlikenothinghadhappened,likeeverything

wasjustnormal.

Me:doyouhavefirstaidkit?

Iaskedasheseyewasswollennow

Him:yeah..pantry

Igotoffbedwewerepreparingtosleep.Igot

thefirstaidkitthenwentbacktothebedroom.

Me:thisisgoingtostingabit

IsaidtakingthecottonthatIhaddippedin

disinfectspirittohiseye.

Hetookitalllikeabigman.

Me:I'msorry,didIhurtyou?



Him:no..comelet'ssleep

Hesaidplacingthefirstaidkitonthefloorand

pullingmeinhisarms.

EventhoughIwasshakenabitbutIsleptsafely

inhisarmsyetagain.

.

IsatbesidesBandileasthedoctorwent

throughmyfile.Mytestresultswereback.

Dr:right..KristinMacv-

Bandile:Thulani

Dr:yes..KristinThulani..ummhyourresultsare

back..

Iclosedmyeyeswaitingtohereit..

Dr:youhavebraincancer,itseemedlikewhen

theyremovedthetumoritwasalready

cancerous

Mymindzonedout..thewordcancerrangagain

andagaininmyhead.Notagain.Icouldn'tgo



throughthat..notagain.

IwasbroughtbacktoearthbyBandilesoftly

shakingme.

Him:babe..

Ilookedathim..

Dr:shemightnotsurvivethesurgerybecauseit

hasspreadtoherspinalcordandit'sonthelast

stage

Istoodup,feelingtoonumb.Everythingjust

stopped,mywholeworldstopped.Iwalkedout

andwentstraighttothecarleavinghimwiththe

doctor.Hefoundmewaitingforhimoutside.

Him:youaregoingtobeok

Me:notthistime..NotthistimeBandile..

Hehuggedme,justlikemeheknewmyfate..

Him:itsgoingtobefine.

Me:youknowthat'snottrue..

AllthisregisteredinmyheadthemoreIsaidit.



Me:takemehome

Hedroveushome,gettingthereIwalkedtothe

bedroomandstraighttothebathroomand

lockedmyselfinsidethere.Icouldn'tstopmy

tears..WithshakinghandsIdialedmoms

number.Sheansweredafterawhile..

Me:mom..canIpleasetalktomyprincess

Her:areyouok?

Me:yeah..

Her:ok,wait

ShewentsilentforawhilethenfinallyIheard

Phiwesbabytalks.

Me:baby?baby..Canyouhearme?itsmommy..

Shestartedgiggling..

Iwipedawaymytearsclumsly..

Me:doyoumissmebaby?

Shecontinuedlaughingandgiggling.AllIever

wishedforisanormallife,anormallifelike



anyoneelse'slife.Ihungupthenbrokeintoa

loudcry.

Iheardaknockonthedoor,asoftknock..

Ndile:Kris..babeopenup

Isatstill,withmytearsrolling..

Ndile:babeplease..I'mbeggingyou

Hesvoicewasabitstrained.Thiswasbreaking

him.AfterawhileIfinallystoodupand

unlockedthedoor.Hegotinside..

Ismiled,Ihadfinallyacceptedit..

Me:itsoverforme

Him:don'tsaythat..theyarestillrunningmore

tests

Me:canceriscancer..

Him:comehere

Hesaiddraggingmeout..

Him:Idontwantyoutoloseallhope,Iwillcall



somepeople..Thebestinthegame..

Iknewhewouldobviouslybutitwasjustwaste

oftimeandmoneybecauseatthisstageit

mightcomeback.Nothingwasgoingtosave

methistimearound,notevenachemo.

.

Ilookedattheglassofwaterthatwasinfront

ofme.

Ndile:drinkthepillsbabe

Iwashavingaheadache,sohehadbroughtme

painkillers.

Icouldn'ttellhimmyhandsfeltnumb,Icouldn't

tellhimIcouldn'tpickuptheglass.

Ismiled..

Me:ok

Ithadbeenaweeksincewefoundoutandit

hadn'tbeenagreatweekhonestly.Wehadn't

toldanyoneyetbecauseIdidn'twantanyone



knowingasyet.Phiwewascomingtoday.Iwas

happy,Ineededtospendasmuchtimewithmy

daughter.

Helookedatme,notbreakingeyecontactthen

finallystoodupandtooktheglass.

Him:openyourhand..

SlowlyIopenedit,itfeltasiflikemyhandswere

losingtheirfunction.

Hetookthepillsfrommyhand,Iopenedmy

mouthashemademedrinkthem.

Hekissedawaythetearthathadescapedmy

eye.HewastryingtobestrongbutIcouldsee

thiswasbreakinghim.Hehadsentmyresults

toseveraldoctorsoverseesbuttheresponse

wasjustthesame.Iwon'tsurviveit.

Him:there'snothingwrongwithaskingforhelp

Inodded..

Hesatbesidesmepullingmeuntohislap.I

wasslowlylosingweightandmyfacewas



becomingpale.Thevisualtroubleswere

becomingworse.

Me:Icanfeelmyowndeathcoming

Him:deathisthelastthingforyoubabe..

Hesaidkissingmyforehead.Hewastryingto

convincehimselfmore,thanconvincingme.

Him:Iloveyousoomuch

Me:Iloveyoumore

ForthefirsttimeeverIfelthistearonmy

forehead,Icouldn'tstopminetoothatmoment.

.

LaterthatdayBandilewentpickupPhiwe.He

hadsentoneofhisworkerstogofetchher

frommom.Themomentshesawme,herfacial

expressionwasjustenoughtosendmeto

heavenstraightaway.Mypoorbabywasjustso

happy.Bandileplacedheronmylap,the

numbnesswasslowlywearingoffsoIcouldat

leasttryholdingherproperly.



Me:heybaby..bigbaby

Shewasjustgigglingassalivadrippedfromher

mouth..

Bandiletookthewiperandwipedherlips.

Him:Mma'Nyaeaiscomingtohelpyou

InoddedlookingatPhiwe,ithurtknowingthatI

couldn'ttakecareofmyownbaby.

Him:I'mgoingoutforawhileok..

Me:yeah..PhiweandIwillhavefun

Hesmiledthenkissedmycheek.

Him:tomorrowwewillgototheparkasafamily

Me:thatwillbenice,I'msureyouwillloveit..right

baby?

HestickedaroundforawhiletillMma'Nyara

arrivedthatswhenheleft.

Me:goodmorningMma'Nyara

Her:goodmorningKris,howareyou?



Me:couldn'tbebetter..

Shestartedcleaning.Aftersometimeshewas

done.Shespentthewholedaywith

me,checkingonmeeverychanceshegetsbut

I'msurethatwereBandilesorders.

Her:herpurityisalmostfinished..Letme

inform..-

Me:nodontworry,Iwilldrivetotheshops

Her:BandilesaidI..-

Me:Iwillbefine,besidesit'sjusta20minutes

driveaway..Iwillbebacknownow..

Itwasaround1700hrsandhewasstillnot

back,myguesswashewasatworksincehe

hadbeenspendingmostofhistimewithme

thepastweek.

Me:Iwilldoit

Isaidstandingup,thenumbnesshadn't

completelydisappearedandmyvisionwasabit

hazybutIcouldn'tletthatstopme.



Istoodup,wentupstairstryingsohardnotto

triponmyownfeet.Itookthecarkeysand

creditcardthenwalkedbackdownstairsagain.

IwentovertoPhiwewhowastryingtowalkbut

holdingontothecoffeetableandkissedher.

Me:mommywillbeback..

Iwalkedout,tothecarthendrovetothemall.

GettingthereIboughtthepurityandsomeother

fewstufftoo.Goingbackhomethenumbness

startedagainonbothhands.Itwaspretty

worseasIcouldn'tmovemyrighthandatall

onlymyleftabitwithalsoblurredversionmade

itsuperworse.Iwasatthetrafficlightandit

wasindicatingthatcarsshoulddrivebutmy

righthandwasjuststiff,Icouldhearthe

Hootersfromothercarsbutdrivingwithmyleft

handwasabitdifficultsoIhadtodriveatlow

speed.Myphonethenstartedringing,itwas

Bandile.IknewhewasworriedsoItrieddriving

alittlefaster.Ireallydontknowwhathappened

butthelastthingIrememberistheswayingof



thecarbeforefallingintotheforeverdarkness.

.

BANDILE

.

Ipacedaroundthehouse,Iknewsomething

waswrong.Phiwethenstartedtocry.Ipicked

Herup,tryingtosilenceher.Ihadkicked

Mma'Nyara.Sheshouldn'thaveletKrisleavein

thefirstplace.ThatnightPhiwewouldn'tstop

crying,itslikeshecouldsensethatsomething

waswrong.ShesleptreallylateandIonthe

otherhandIdidn'tsleep.Iwastryingtolocate

her,IevenhiredaPI,oneofthebestinthegame.

ThefollowingmorningIwokeuponthecouch.I

couldhearPhiwescriesfromdownstairs.Iwent

tohernurseryandpickedherup.

Me:shhhhhbaby..hushprincess

Shecontinuedcrying,justthenIheardthedoor

bell.IwentdownstairstothedoorwithPhiwe



stillcrying.OpeningIfoundatrafficcoponmy

doorstop.

Me:somethingwrongwithmywife?

Him:goodmorningSir,wearelookingfor

BandileThulani

Me:itsme,somethingwrong?

Him:yourwifeIwasinvolvedinacaraccident

yesterdaynight,shehitabigtruckbut..

Me:but?

Him:herbodywasn'tfound,onlyher

belongings,thecarwasruinedbeyondrepair.

Me:whatdoyoumeanherbodywasn'tfound?

.

Killer:theresstillnothing..Myguessisshesstill

alive

Me:thenwhyhaven'tyoufoundheryet?

Q:Itsonlybeentwodays..I'msurehewillfind

her,Killeristhebestinthegame



Me:hebetterforhisownsakebecauseI'm

vomitinglotofmoney

Killer:maybeitsoneofyourenemies,she'syour

weakness

Me:I'mgoingtokillsomeone

Itsbeentwodaysandshehasbeenmissing.

Thepolicekeeptellingmecrap.IhadcalledIvy

tocomehelpwithPhiwe.Notknowingifshes

deadornotanddealingwithitwasjusttoo

much.IhadalertedSamsohelet'stherestof

hisfamilyknow.AftermeetingupwithQand

KillerIdrovetotheplaceoftheincident.Where

areyouKris?

DrivingbackhomeIreceivedacallfrom

Sabrina.

Me:what?

Her:dontkillme..

Me:eytalk!

Her:youneedtosendHappy'smaintenance



Me:thefuck!I'msendingyoualmost15keach

monthandjustbecauseI'monedaylate..y'all

sufferingalready?

Her:Iwasjustremindingyou

Me:Voetsek!Callmeagain!

.

**ToBeContinued**
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IheldPhiwewhojustcouldn'tstopcrying,I

couldhearthathercrywasn'tjustanemptycry.

Shewantedhermother.Iwalkedaroundthe

housewithher.JustthenIvywalkedin,Itook



deepbreathasIvyheldher.

Ivy:God..hushbaby..grandmaishere

Ittookherawhiletogetherquiteandcalm.

IwalkedoutofhernurseryasIvyputhertobed.

AfterawhileIvycamedownstairs.

Her:I'msorry..shehasbeenlikethiseversince

Me:Iknow..Shereallywantshermother

Her:Ihopeshesalivewhereversheis

Me:metoo,itsalmostamonthnow

Her:yesandherfamilyisdemandinganswers,

answersthatwedonthave

Me:Bandilewillfindher,I'msurehewill

Her:hehasto

ThedoorthenswungopenandBandilewalked

in.

Ivy:babyyouback

Him:yeah..I'mgoingtotakeaquicknap..how's



myprincess?

Ivy:sleepingatlast

Him:ok

Helookedatmeforawhilebeforewalking

upstairs.Isighedashewalkedupstairs.

Ivy:thisisreallybreakinghim

Me:mhhm..Ishouldgetgoing,itsgettinglate.

Ivy:youcanalwayssleephere,youaremore

thanwelcome

Me:no..Iwillbefinebutthankyou

Shesmiledherbeautifulsmile..

Ivy:ok..pleasebesafe

Me:Iwillbe

Ikissedhercheekthenwalkedtooutsidetomy

caranddrovestraighthome.Immediatelywhen

IgothoneIretiredtosleep,Iwasreally

exhausted.



.

"You!"Shesaidmakingmeturn.Shewasn't

happy,shewasmad,shewasangry.

"Itsnotwhatyouthink"Isaidtakingstepsback.

"You!"Shescreamedloudlymakingglasses

break.

"I'monlytryingtohelp,itsnotwhatyouthink"

shewasgettingclosertome,Icouldliterally

hearmyheartbeatingfast.

"Please..I'monlytryingtohelpyou"Ipleaded..

Hertearsstartedcascadingassheclosedthe

gapbetweenus.

"You.."Shesaidsoftlybeforelettingoutaloud

screamasherhandsfoundtheirwaytomy

neck.Shestartedstranglingmeasshe

screamed.Thewholeplacewasfallingdown

duetoherscreamsandshewasslowlybut

surelyshuttingmedownasshecontinuedto

squeezemynecktightly.



"I'm-I'm..so...rry"IsaidasIfeltmylifewas

comingtoendandthatsallImanagedto

mutterbeforeslippingintodarkness

.

"Kris!"Iscreamed,sittingupstraightonmybed.

Iwasbreathinghard,drowninginsweatand

thatswhenIrealizedIwashavingamajor

asthmaattack.Imanagedtostaggeroutof

bed,thenwenttomydressingtable.Ifeltlike

mylifewasreallycomingtoanend.Thelights

thewenton,itwasQ.Icouldseethepanickin

hiseyesasheracedtowardsmesotohelpme

lookformyinhaler.Hefinallyfounditandhand

ittomewithshakinghand.Afterusingit,my

breathingwasslowlygoingbacktonormal.He

switchedontheairconditioner.

Him:areyouok?

Me:I'mfine..I'mok

Him:youknowwheresheisdontyou?



Me:i-

Him:Bandileisgoingtokillyou..whatonearth

whereyouthinking?Weneedtoleavethisplace

rightnow..he'scomingforyou

Hegrabbedmyhandthenweraceddownstairs,

outsidetohiscar.Asheunlockedhescar

Bandilescarpulledrightup.Hegotoutholding

hisgun.

Bandile:wellwellwell!lookwhatwhatwehave

here..Runningaway?

Qstoodinfrontofme.

Q:Bands..youdon'thavetodothis,let'stalk

aboutthis

Bandile:talk?wehavebeentalkingforthelast

monthandthisevilwhorehavebeenwatching

melikeI'mafool

Q:ntwana..

Bandile:yewena!



Q:calmdownplease..

Bandile:I'monlygoingtocalmdownwhenshes

dead

MyheartwasbeatingfastasIheldonuntoQ

tightly.

Bandile:where'sshe?

Q:babepleasetellhim..

Ishookmyhead..

Me:please..

Bandile:fuckentalk!

Me:Iwastryingtohelp

Bandile:help?

Hechuckled..

Him:I'mgoingtohelpyoumeetyourancestors

today

Me:Quincy

Q:justtellhimwheresheis!



Me:she'swiththenun

.

SONIA

.

Iclosedmyeyesasthefeelingcame

back,strongerthanbefore.Icouldseeclearly

now,Icouldseethem.

"SisterMahaila,isshegoingtobeok?"Asmall

girlasked.

"Yunnah,she'ssafe..shehasbeenpurified,she

willbeok"Mahaliaresponded.

"Butshe'srestless,Icanfeelit"Yunnahsaid

again,kneelingbeforeherandcaressingher

face.

"She'sscreamingforhelp"shecontinued

talking..

"Shewantstogetout..Shewantstogetout"

shesaidagain,hervoiceabitraisedthistime



around.

"Shecanonlygetoutbyherownhelp..nobody

canhelpher,shecanonlyhelpherself"Mahalia

saidsoftly.

Yunnahthenwalkedout,withtearsstreaming.

Onceshewasoutsideshestoodnearthelittle

stream.

"Yunnah!"Avoicesaidmakingherturn

"SisterFreyja"Yunnahsaiddroppingherheadto

theground.

MyeyesflungopenasIcamebacktolife.

Iknewwhereshewas!

.

LEAH

.

Me:IswearIdontknowwheresheis..allIknow

issheswiththenun

Bandile:howdidshegetthere?



Me:Ifoundoutaboutthebraincancer,Ihadto

findhelpsoIstaggereduponanunonedayat

thisotherchurch.Itoldherandshetoldmeshe

couldhelpallIhadtodowashandKrisoverto

her

Bandile:youaretheonewhohithercarbythe

truck?

Me:yes..onlybecauseIknewshewouldrefuse..I

gavehertothenunandshesaidshewillbefine

aftergettingpurified

Bandile:sowhere'sthenun?

Me:Idontknow..Idontknowwheresheis

Bandile:howcouldyoudothattoyourown

friend?

Me:Iwastrying-

Bandile:andyoukeptquitebutyouknewvery

wellwhat'sgoingon!

Me:I'msorry



Bandile:I'mnotGod,Ihaveneverbeen

Q:Bandile!

Bandile:ifanythinghappenstoher,youare

dead..I'mnotbluffingI'mgoingtokillyouand

therestofyourfamily

Me:thepriestwillcall-

Bandile:thepriest?Whichpriest?

Me:theoneI..whotoldmeaboutthenun

Bandile:name?

Me:Henson..FraterHenson

Bandile:youandyourFrateraresoongoingto

meetyourancestors!

Hesaidbeforewalkingtowardshescarand

drivingoff.Isighedheavily.Thatwasclose.

Qthenturnedandlookedatme.

Me:she'sgoingtobefine..Theywillneverhurt

her



Q:whereisthenun?

Me:Idon'tknow,shesaidshewilldropherat

thechurchandthepriestwillcallme

Q:howdoyoutrustpeoplesomuchlike

this?whatiftheyareserialkillers?

Me:theyarenot

Q:howsureareyou?

Me:Ijustknow

Helaughed..

Q:youaregoingtostaywithmeinthe

meantime,youareinBandileswrongsideofthe

bookandhewon'thesitatetokillyou..nomake

it,hesgoingtokillyouLeahandnothingwill

stophim

Me:I'mKristin'sfriend..Hewon'thurtme

Helaughed..

Q:Q'sfriend?theonlyreasonwhyhehasn'tkilled

youyetisbecauseofmesosweetheartwhenI



sayyousignedyourowndeathwithgoingafter

hisweaknessbelieveme

Me:Iwasonlytryingtohelp

Q:Iwillsayitaspartofmyspeechonyour

funeral

Iwipedawaythetearsthatwerestreaming,he

wasgoingtokillmenodoubt.

StayingwithQseemedlikeagoodidea,

consideringtheissuewithBandiletoday.Ifit

wasn'tforQI'msureIwouldhavebeendead.

GivingKristothenunwasn'tbecauseI'mtrying

togetridofher,no,itwasbecauseshestheonly

familyIhaveinmyheart.Idontwanthertodie,

whenItalkedtothepriestaboutKrishegave

mehopethatshewouldmakeit.IknowImay

seemlikeIdontcareaboutKrisbutIdiditall

becauseoflove.

ThefollowingdaysIstayedinthehouse,ifI'm

notatschoolthenI'mlockedupinsidethe

house.Thefactthatmylifeisonthelinewith



Bandileisclearenough.ThedreamIhadabout

Krisstranglingmehavebeenhauntingme.I

havebeenhavingpanicattacks.Maybeshe

thoughtIwastryingtohurther.Thewayshe

wasscreamingmakesmybodyshiver.Istood

upfromthecouchthenwalkedtothekitchen.

ThatswhenIrealizeditwasraining,itwas

rainingreallyhard.

.

BANDILE

.

Me:ok..here'swhatwillhappen,y'allgoingto

takemewheremywifeisorIwillblowyour

brains..I'manonbelieversoIreallydontgivea

fuck!

Isaidpointingthegunatthepriestandhiswife,

itwasn'treallyhardlocatinghim.Iwasinhis

householdingagunagainsthim.

Him:Son..



Me:whereisshe?

Him:shesgettinghelp..

Me:that'snotwhatIasked..ifyoudonttellme

wheresheis,yourfamilymightaswellstartwith

yourfuneralorevenbetteryourwife's

Isaidpointingatthewifewholookedreally

fazed.

Hewasreallycalm..

Him:shesok,butnotstrongenoughtocome

backrightnow

"Iknowwheresheis"avoicesaidmakingme

turn,itwasthefortuneteller.

Priest:Sonia

Sonia:Icangether

Priest:Soniayouknow-

Sonia:Iwillgether

Me:youbetterorelseIwillturneverything

upsidedown,believeme,Iwillfuckeverythingup



thatevenGodwonthelpyourass!

Sonia:Iknow

Me:good!I'mgivingyou48hrstogetherandif

youdont..youreallydontwannaknoworyou

knowwhat..IthinkIwilljustcomewithyou.

Isaidwalkingtowardsher..

Her:yes

Me:callme..

Isaidwalkingout,Iwasbeyondpissed.I

couldn'tseemtogetwhyLeahwoulddosucha

thing.Ifitwasn'tforQthatgirlwouldbea

missingcaserightnow.ArrivinghomeIfound

SabrinaandEnhlewithmom,drinkingtea.

Me:thefuck?

Mom:language!

Me:what'sshedoinghere?

Mom:baby,Sabrinacametocheckuponus..

Me:checkonus?who'sus?



Enhlewasalreadyupandcomingtowardsme.

Sheembracedme.

Enhle:let'sgoforadrive

Shewhispered..

IgaveSabrinaalookbeforewalkingoutwith

Enhle.Wewalkedtomycaranddroveout.

Enhle:Itoldyoutosendheroff

Me:Idontwanttoabandonmychild

Enhle:butyoustillkeepingherasecret..what's

theuse?

Me:IneedtogetKristoaccepther

Enhle:goodluck!Howfarwithfindingher?

Me:I'mabouttofuckupthepriest,doesthat

count?

Enhle:youaregoingtohell

Me:IthinkIwilladjustJustokinhell

Enhle:youaregoingbacktobeingthat



Bandile,doyourealizeit?

Ilookedather,shekeptherstairr.Ifinally

lookedawayandfocusedontheroad.Aftera

whileIheardhersniff.

Me:shestheonlywhokeepsmesane

Enhle:youknowhowyouget

Me:ifanythinghappenstoher,everyonewho

hadahandinherdisappearancewillbehistory

andI'mnotgoingtostopatanything..Starting

withherwhoringfriend.

Istoppedthecarastherainworsened.

.

UNKNOWN

.

Ilookedaroundagainbeforegettinginsideher

roomandclosingthedoorbehindme.Iwalked

towardsherwiththebucketfullofwater."Lord

pleaseforgiveme"



Isaidbeforesprinklingherwithwater.Itooka

deepbreathbeforepouringthewholebucketon

herface.Iwaitedforafewsecondsuntilshe

startedgaspingforair.Asshecamebacktolife

Itookoffmycostumerobeclothing.Shelazily

openedhereyes.

Me:hi,I'mYunnah..I'llbeyourescortagent..only

differenceisI'munarmed.

.

KRIS

.

Ifeltmyheartgivinguponme,Ifeltsuffocated.

Iwasgaspingforairasshedressedmeup.She

helpedmestandupbutmylegswerejust

wobbly.Slowlywewalkedputoftheroom.We

walkedtakingabreakhereandthere.Bythe

timewegotoutsideIcouldbarelykeepmyeyes

open.Sheplacedmedownthenranoff

somewhere.Iclosedmyeyesunabletoholdit

anymore,theneverythingshutdown!



.

Openingmyeyesagain,Iwasnowlyingona

comfortablebed.Icouldbreathcalmlythistime

aroundbutIwasreallythirsty.Ilookedaround

andmyeyescameacrossthefortuneteller.

Shestoodup,gotwaterfromthedressingtable

thenwalkeduptome.

Her:letmehelpyoudrink

Shesaidhelpingmesitup.Idrankthewater.

Her:noonecansavehim,hecanonlydothaton

Hisownbuthecanbecontrolled.Ican'tread

hesfuture,Idontknowhesdestinybutforsee

painthroughyou..youcancontrolhim

Me:what..whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:onlyyoucancontrolhim..yourlovecan

controlhim..there'saanattractionbetweenyou

two..

Me:whatareyousaying?

Her:adangerousattractionandbecauseofthat



hewilllistentoyou

Me:Idontunderstand

Her:thelovehehasforyouishes

weakness..usethat

Shestartedwalkingout..

Me:no!Pleasedontgo..wait!

Andshewasgone..Leavingmeintotal

confusion.Justthenhewalkedin,thelookinhis

eyestoldmealotbutitalldidn'tcountbecause

deepdown,inthedeepestpartofmyhearthe

ruled.

Me:Bandile

Iwhisperedasmyvoicefailedme..

Hewalkedtowardsmeandburiedmeinhis

arms.

Him:youaresafenow..youaresafebaby

Iheldhimtightly..

.



Slowlyhefedmethesoup,accordingtohimits

supposedtomakefeelbetterbecausemybody

wasstillweak.

Him:onelastspoon

Me:Ndile..I'mfull,I'mok

Him:justonemorespoon..

Me:thissoupisn'treallydeliciousyouknow

Him:Iknow

Iopenedmymouth,hestillhadtheattitudeand

itreallyturnsmeon.

Ididn'tswallowthesoupbutratherIleaned

towardshimandkissedhislips.Heopenedhis

mouthasheshandscuppedmyface.Imade

himtastethesoupaswekissed.Myskin

shiveredasheshandsmovedfrommyfaceto

mybackandstartedrubbingmesoftly.Itdidn't

takehimmuchtimetoflipmeoversoIlieon

topofhimasheclaimedmylipsfullytaking

control.Hepulledoutleavingmebreathinghard.



Hegavemetheintenselookmademyfaceturn

redmakingmelookdowninhischest.

Him:youaregoingtobestayinghereforawhile

Iraisedmyheadtolookathim..

Me:Istillhavecancer?

Him:I'mwaitingforyourresults

Ismiled..

Me:areyouangrywithme?

Him:yes,youshouldn'thavegoneoutthatnight

Ijustnodded..

Him:butrightnowI'mnotmad

Me:howlonghaveIbeenunconscious?

Him:morethanamonth

Me:wherewasIallalong?

Him:some...Church?

Me:church?



Him:Iguess

Me:but...youdidn'tknowwhereIwas?

Hesfacehardened.

Him:andsomeoneisgoingtopayforit

Me:whentheresultscomepleasetellme

Him:ofcause

Justthensomeladywalkedin..

Her:MrThulani

Him:aminute

Hethenwalkedout..

Istoodupandwalkedtothewindow.Itwas

drizzling.Justthenhesphonestartedringing.I

walkeduptoitandwhatcaughtmyeyewas

Sabrina'snameappearing.Ineveranswerhis

phonebuttodayIwasn'tgoingtodothat.I

pickeditup.

Her:Andile



Me:no..itsme

Her:who..Ithoughtyouwere-

Me:dead?surprisethen!

Her:youbeingdeadcouldhaveworkedinyour

favour

Me:wellthentoobadforme

Her:somekidyouare!

Me:saywhatyouwanttosayorIdropthecall

Her:tellhimnottomisshe'sdaughterssoccer

game

Ilaughed..

Me:thepersonwhobewitchedyoumustbe

dead..

Her:andohhyeah..shelooksforwardtotheice

creamshepromisedher

Me:dontforgettodrinkyourpills,because

clearlyyouaresick!



Isaidthenhungup.Isatonthebedasmy

kneesbecameweak.Iwasn'tgoingtolether

gettome,sheprobablyistryingtogettome.

Bandilewalkedbackinsmiling.

Him:yourresultscameback

Me:whatdotheysay?

Him:itseemslikeyoustillhavecancerbutitcan

betreatednow..shedoctorsaidtherewasause

ofcannabisoil

Me:huh?

Him:itskindoffunnybutyessothecannabisoil

reallydidagoodjob

Me:wow!

Him:Iknowright..

Hesatbesidesme.

Him:Ididn'tbelieveinthenunshiteitherway

Me:nun?



Him:church

Me:aretheyreally100%sure?Theresults?

Him:yeah..

Ihuggedhiminvoluntary,Icouldn'tconcealmy

excitement..

Me:ohhMyGod!IthoughtIwasgoingtodie

Him:neverbabe

ApparentlyIwasatsomepenthouse,hes

penthouse,Bandilewasgoingtomakemestay

herejustuntilI'mfeelingbetter.Hedidntspend

thewholedaywithmebutthatnightheslept

besidesme,IfeltsafeI'mhisarmsasalways.

WakingupthefollowingmorningIwaslaying

onhischest.Ilistenedtohisheartbeatashe

rubbedybackincircularmovements.

Him:morning

Me:hey

Him:howdidyousleep?



Me:likeababy

Him:thatsgood

Me:Sabrinacalledyesterday

Hesheartstartedbeatingfastashesbody

tensed.

Me:Ihopeyoudidn'tmissyourdaughter's

soccergame.

Him:what?

Me:Iknowshescrazy,tryingtobreakus

apart..shemustthinkthatI'mstupid.Ireally

wishshewasn'tyourcousin.She-

IstoppedtalkingwhenIrealizedhowhewasso

quite.Iraisedmyheadtolookathim.

Me:what'swrong?Itoldheroff

Him:Iwantyoutomeetsomeonetoday

Me:who?

Him:youwillseeherlater



Me:ummhok,canyoualsobringPhiwe..

Him:yeah

Ismiledlayingmyheadbackonhischest.

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoutoo

Me:IthinkyoushouldblockSabrinasoshe

stopscalling

Him:ok

Me:how'sLeah?

Him:stillalive

Me:Imissher

Him:Imsure

Me:Iwanttoseeher..nottodaybutthe

followingdaysmaybe

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Bandileleftthatmorningtogopickwhoeverhe

wantedmetomeettogetherwithSimphiwe,I



couldn'twaittoseemydaughter.Neverinmy

dreamshaveIeverdreamtofhavingachildat

myagebuthereIam,21andhaveaoneyear

oldbabygirl.Iwalkedaroundaroundthe

penthouseviewingit.Inthesittingroomand

loungeithadglassywallswhichexposeda

beautifulview.WhenIgottothekitchenthere

wassomeLady.

Her:Mam

Me:hi,youare?

Her:thehelper

Me:ohh

Her:whatcanImakeyou?

Me:justsandwichplease

Her:yesMam

Isatdownonthestoolwatchingherprepare

mysandwich.Aftershewasdoneshegaveitto

mewithcoffeethendisappearedsomewhere

insidethehouse.AftereatingIrinsedmyplate



thenwalkedbacktothebedroom.Itookabath

thenchangedbackintothePJ'sIwaswearing.

ThemorningwasjustdullasIwaitedfor

Bandilepatiently.LateafternoonIheardacar

pulloveroutside.Iwalkedoutsideandindeedit

washim.HecameoutwithsomegirlandPhiwe.

Istoodtherefrozen,notknowingwhattodoand

mymindwasjustracing.

Him:ummhbabeIwantyoutomeetHappy

LetsoandHappymeetyournewmommy

Thesmallgirlwalkeduptome.

Her:hello,I'mHappy

Me:hi

IlookedatBandilewantinghimtotellmethisis

nothappening,wantinghimtotellmethisisall

ajoke.Heavoidedmyeyes,refusingtoassure

methatthisallwasn'thappening.

Me:Bandile!

Hekeptquite.Itookadeepbreath.Thehelper



cameout.

Me:pleasecanyoutakethekidsinside..

Her:yesMam

ShewalkedovertoBandileandtooksleeping

PhiweandHappyinsidethehouse.

Me:who'schildisthat?

Him:she'smine

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:yourswithwho?

Him:Sabrina

Me:Sab-

Ilaughed..

Me:Sabrina?Ithoughtyousaidshewasn't

yours

Him:yeahi-

Me:soyoulied?youliedtome?

Him:babe



Me:dont!dontyoudarebabyme!

Him:canyoucalmdown?

Me:calm?I'mtoomuchdesperateright?I'mtoo

naïvetoseeallthis..howyouconstantlyhurtme

Him:IwasscaredtotellyoubecauseIknew

you'dreactlikethis

Me:isthisagametoyou?Aremyfeelingsa

gametoyou?Whydoyoulovehurtingme?why

aredoingthistome?why?

Him:babe-

Me:orisbecauseyouknowyoucanalwayswin

meback?IsitbecauseIloveyoutoomuchthat

youtakeadvantageofmyfeelingslikethis..

Herubbedhesfaceinfrustration.

Me:Iaskedyouandyouliedrightinmyface,you

toldmeshewasn'tyours..andpoormebelieved

you..believedeverywordyousaid,believedall

yourlies..becauseI'mjustastupidlittlegirlwho

istoodesperateforyourlove..itactuallytook



methislongtorealizethat..whatafoolIam

Him:ifItoldyouIknewIwouldhavelostyou

Iwalkedbackinsidethehouse,leavinghim

thereandwalkedtothebedroom.Iwasn'tgoing

tocry,Iwasjusttootiredtocryforhim.After

seatinginthatroomformorethananhourI

finallydecided.Iblinkedawaymytears

standingup.Iwasdonewithhim.Iwalkedback

downstairs.Phiwewassittingonthefloor

playingwithhertoyswhileHappywasjust

sittingonthecouch,lookingalllostandBandile..

HewasnowhereinsightbutIcouldn'tcare

less.

Me:baby?

IsaidwalkingtoPhiwe.Theminuteshesawme

shecrawledtowardsme,feelingtooexcitedI

guess.Ipickedherup..

Me:it'smommy..Areyouhappytosee

mommy?areyoubigbaby?



Shewasjustgiggling.Happyjustsat

there,stagnantwithhertearsstreaming.Iput

Phiwedownandwalkeduptoher.

Me:hey..whyareyoucrying?

Her:i-iwantmymommy..

Me:youwantyourmommy?

Shenoddedashertearscascaded.Shewas

silentlycryinganditwasbreakingmyheart.

Me:ummhwhereisdaddy?

Sheshruggedhershoulders..

Me:ummhok..howaboutwe..lookfordaddyso

wetakeyoutomommy..canwedothat?

Shenodded.

Iwipedawayhertears.

Me:youwanticecream?

Shenodded..

Phiwewasalreadyonmyfootclinginguntome.



IpickedherupthentookHappybyherhand

andlookedaroundforBandileuntilIbumped

intothehelper.

Me:ummhwhere'sBandile?

Her:MrThulaniisoutside

Ismiledthenwalkedoutsidewiththekids.He

wassittedbytheoutdoortablewithhisfeeton

thechairsmoking.Iwalkeduptohim.Getting

thereheraisedheseyes,heseyesstillhadan

effectonme.

Hethrewawaythecigarette.

Me:Happywantstogotohermom

Him:shesnotthere

Me:where'sshe?Where'sSabrina?

Him:Idontknow..Hiding

Me:Idontwanttoplaywithyou

Him:she'shiding..Shethinksimgoingtohurt

her



Me:areyou?

Hekeptquiteandjustlookedatme..

Me:Ireallywanttoleaveyourightnow..Iwill

staywithhertillSabrinacomesback

Him:pleasestayhere,Ijustwanttomakesure

youaresafe

Me:withoutyouI'msafe

Thatseemtohavegottentohim,Hegotoffthe

tableandwalkedtowardsmebutItooksteps

back,Ididn'twanthimnearme.

Me:please

Hestoppedonhistracks.Hetookofhiscap

thenranHishandmessinguphisperfectly

combedhair.

Me:Ineedtoleave..

Him:Iwillleave

Me:donthurther,Happyneedshermom

Him:youarehermom



Me:youcanleavenow

Him:Iwillbringyourclothesandtheirs

Me:IthinkitsbestifLeahdoesit

Him:Kristin-

Me:dont!

Him:okfine..

Iwalkedbackinsidethehousewiththekids.

Happy:Iwantmymommy..

Me:ummhwewillgoseehertomorrow..She

wenttobuyyouanewdress

Her:Idon'twantanewmommy

Me:ok..youwanttoplaywith..yoursister?

IsaidputtingPhiwedownwhowasjusttoo

focusedoneatingherdoll.

Happy:yes

Ileftthemthere,itseemedliketheyclickedwell.

Thethoughtofbeingsomeone'sstep-mom



didn'tsitwellwithmeespeciallybecauseHappy

wasSabrina'schildandthefactthatBandile

liedaboutit.Iwalkedtothekitchenanddrank

waterjustthinkingaboutitall.Iwasjust

hurt,heartbroken,Ifeltbetrayed.Eventhough

afteralotofmessheseverputmethroughit

stillhurtthatIstilllovedhim.Ijustwishedto

hatehimsobadbecausethereasonwhykeeps

onhurtingmeisbecauseheknowshehasme

wherehewantsmebutevenifI'deverhatehim

IknowdeepdownIwillstillbetherewithhim.I

startedfeelingjustweak,myheadwaseven

aching.Iwalkedupstairsleavingthegirls

havingfun.ThemomentIclosedmyeyesitall

cameback.Ikeptwonderingifitwasallworth

it.Nomatterhowmuchyoucanbestrongbut

sometimesitjustgetstoomuchthatyoucan't

handleit,youstartwonderingifyourloveis

goodenough.Ishutmyeyestightlywishingto

justfallasleep.

"...butIjustwantyoutoknowIloveyouso



much..evenonthedayswhereyou'dhatemeso

much"

Heswordscamebackinmymind,slowlyifell

intodarknessasheswordsplayedinmymind.

.

Iwaitedforhertoanswerandfinallyshedid.

Her:hello?

Me:Leah..

Shewentsilent..

Me:hey..itsme

Her:Kris?

Me:ummhyeah

Her:ohmyGod..Youaresafe..Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine,Imissyou

Her:Ididn'tthinkyou'dcallafterwhatIdid,I'm

surehepaintedmesobad

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?



Her:Imeani-

Shekeptquite..

Me:whatareyousaying?

Her:ummhnothing..Ijust-

Me:whyareyoulyingtome?

Her:Kris..

Me:Bandilehasachild..Adaughterwithhis

cousin

Her:what?

Me:andheliedaboutit

Her:wow!

Me:Igottogo..

Her:I'msorry

Idroppedthecall.Ithadbeentwodayssince

stayinginthepenthousewiththegirlsandthe

helper.Ifeltsoalone,sobroken.Nomatterhow

muchI'dsmileitawaybutitdidhurt,morethan



anything.

"Mamareyouok?"Margretasked,shefinally

toldmehername,callingherthehelperwasa

butweird.

Me:I'mfine..

Iwipedawaythetearthathadrolled.

Me:thankyouforyourphone

Isaidhandingitback.

Ismiledthenwalkedtothesittingroom.Ever

sincehetoldmeaboutHappyIhaven'tseen

himandI'mreallytryingnottocare.Hesent

Thabiwithmyclothesyesterdaytogetherwith

Happy'sandphiwesclothes.

Thabitriedtosoftmeupintheissuetellingme

theyadayadashitbutsheknewIhadevery

righttobemad.Ihadeveryrighttobedoing

whatIwasdoing.Justthentherewasaknock

onthedoor.Iwalkeduptothedoor.Itwasa

deliveryguy.



Me:morning

Him:morningmam..ummhcanyoupleasesign

here

Isignedthenhegavemeacard.Openingthe

carditwaswritten

"CanIpleasecomeseeyou?andthekids?

Love

Bandile"

Itookadeepbreathgettingbackinsidethe

house.

GettinginsideMargretwasstandinginthe

sittingroomholdingherphone..

Her:MrThulaniwanttotalktoyou

Me:tellhimIwanttotalkwithSabrina

Isaidwalkingaway..

IwalkedtothebalconywonderingifIhadn't

metBandilehowmyfuturewouldhavebeen

like.Ifheneverkidnappedmehowitwould



havebeenlike.JustthenIheardPhiwes

screams.Iwalkedbackinsidethehouse.

HoldingSimphiweremindedmeofwhyI

stickedaroundallthiswhile,becauseIloved

theasswhoreandheknewit.Adayagain

passedwithoutmeseeinghim.Apartofme

neededthespacebuttheotherjustwantedhim,

withmehere.Happywasgettingusedto

me,shewasgettingcomfortablewithmeandI

wasratherglad.ShestillaskedofSabrinaandI

kepthopingthatBandilewouldmakeplansto

takeherchildbecauseIcouldunderstandwhat

shewasgoingthrough.Itwaseveningafter

dinnerandIwaspickingupHappyandPhiwes

toys.Theywerescatteredalloverthesitting

room.Margrethadgonetobed.Afterpacking

thetoysiswitchedoffthelightandcarefullyI

satdowninthedarknessfeelingtired.Istarted

fallingasleeponthecouch.Myeyelidswere

justgivinguponmeandjustthenIsawa

shadowthatmademeopenmyeyes



immediately.HesColognefilledtheroom

intoxicatingmeasalwaysandthelittlelight

fromthemoonreflecteduponusallthanksto

theglasswalls.IstoodupfeelingthepainI

havebeentryingtohidethepastfewdays.I

hatedhimforlyingtome,Ihatedhimforalways

hurtingmeandIhatedmyselfforstillfinding

myselfinlovewithhim.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:canwetalk?

Me:Ithoughtthatswhatweweredoing

Him:youknowwhatImean

Me:Idontunfortunately..Whatdoyouwantus

totalkabout?Yourlyingtendencies?Huh?Is

thatwhatyouwantustotalkaboutBandile

Thulani?

Him:canyoucalmdown?

Me:calm-

Ilaughed



Me:calmdown?Wow!

Him:babe-

Me:dont!itsKristin..afterlyingtomeyouhave

thenervetocomeherewantingtotalk!Butohh

nosinceitsthelittlegirlyouwifedyoucando

asyouwish.

Him:youknowitsnotlikethat..

Me:sometimesIhatemyselfforloving

you..sometimesIhatethatIloveyou..isit

becauseI'myoung?Maybeyouneedtofind

someoneyourage?

Him:babe..

Me:no!..please

Isaidashetookasteptowardsme.Ididn't

wanthimnearme,Iwantedhimfarawayfrom

mebutmyheartwasjustdisagreeing.He

walkedaway,Iswallowedthepainandsatdown

onthecouchfeelingtired.Neverthelessmy

protesthecamebackandlaybesidesme.He



hadbroughtawoolenblanketwithhimthathe

spreaditonuswithoutsayingasingleword.

Thelongestfearfulsilentgrewbetweenus,for

thefirsttimeevertheuncomfortablesilence

wentstraighttomyheart,piercingme.Iwished

totellhimit'sok,itsgoingtobefine,towrapmy

armsaroundhimcomfortinghimbutallIcould

dowastoliethere,soothingmyownheart,trying

tounderstandforthesakeofmyheartwhich

wasbreaking.Iheldtheblankettryingtostop

myselffromshivering.

BeforeIknowithehadgrabbedmeuntohim

andmyheadwaslayingonhischest,hearing

hesheartbeathardagainstheschest.Heheld

metightly,notlettingmego.

Him:IknowIdontdeserveyourlove,IknowI'm

toomuchforyoutohandle..Myshitisalotof

burgageIknowandIknowyoudeserve

someonebetterbutIloveyousomuch..and

losingyouisoutofthequestion.Iloveyouso

muchandmaybeyoumightquestionitbutI



loveyousomuch..canyoupleaseholdona

littlelonger,I'mbeggingyou..justalittlelonger

Iplacedmyhandsonhischestashesoftly

kissedmyforeheadwithhessoftwetlips.

Me:domyparentsknowthatI'mhere?

Him:yes

Me:whenamIgoinghome?

Him:weare-iwasthinkingmaybeweshould

move..outofAfrica,forfreshstartwithPhiwe..

Me:whataboutHappy?

Him:ifyoudon'twanthershewillstaybehind

Me:no..I..she'sagoodgirlbutshewantsher

mom..isshestillalive?

Him:obviouslybutisstillhiding

Me:pleasedonthurther..asmuchasIloathe

herbutHappystillneedsherthesameway

Phiweneedsme

Him:ok



Hetiltedmyheadandletheslipsbrushover

minesoftly,makingmefeeltheshiversIalways

feltunderhistouch,underhispossession.I

couldfeelthehesitationinHiskiss,hewas

probablyweighingifI'dlethimandinassurance

Iopenedmymouthlettinghimtakeover.I

missedhimandthekissjustrekindledourlove.

Thethingsthismandidtomewerebeyondany

madeexplanationhemademefeelthingsI

neverknewexisted.

.
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[11/27,16:12]Ron:DANGEROUSATTRACTION:

KRISTIN'SDIARY

FINALPART

KRIS

.

.

Her:shestakingit!



Shesaidtothecashier.

Me:Leah!

Her:no!youaretakingit..plusyouaretheone

withthewedding..

Ilookedatthethingshehadpickedforme.I

didn'tevenknowwhattosay.

Her:andtomorrowitsChristmas..I'msure

Bandilewilllikeit

ItwasalreadyDecemberandLeahhaddecided

wedosomemoreshoppingforChristmasnot

thatwedidn'thaveenoughclothesalready.

Me:wespendingChristmasathome

remember..withmymom?

Her:itdoesn'tmatteritsnotlikeyoudon't

sneakaround

Ilaughed..

Wewalkedoutoftheshopafterawhile.Itwas

adaybeforeChristmas,anditwasgoingtobe



thefirstChristmasIactuallyspendwithallmy

lovedones.WhenIcamebackfromthe

penthouuseBandilefinallytookmetothe

privatehospitalforacheckupandyes,the

cancerwasstilltherebutthegoodnewswas

thatitcouldbetreatedsoIwaspreparingto

undergochemotherapy.Ican'tsayIwas

excitedaboutitbutifthatswhatittakesmeto

bewithmyfamilythenIwoulddoit.Iknowthat

chancesofitcomingbackareprettyhighbut

fornowIcouldn'tseemtocare.Ifinallyspoke

toSabrinagivinghermyrules.Iknowherkind,

whowouldtrytopullthebabymamacardon

mesoIjusthadtomakeitcleartoherthatI'm

theonlyMrsBandileThulani.

**********************

Me:youreallyunderestimatemeandIdont

blameyou

Her:youareakidKris,youcan'thandleaman

likeBandile..Takeitasfriendlyadvicehe-



Me:holditrightthere!youdontknowshitabout

howtohandlemyhusbandwhore!betterwatch

yourmouthoryouwillsoondecomposesixfeet

under..andohhI'makid?akidthathesmarried

toandyouwillrespectthatkidbecausesweety

Ipromiseyou..youwon'teverseeyourkidever

againandshewillforgetsheeverhada

mom..kidsforget.

Her:isthatathreat?

Me:threat?Ithinkyouwouldknowifthatwas

threat..I'mBandileswifeandyouwillrespect

that.Youwon'tcomewithyoursaggytitsand

yourlosepussyandtalkaboutmyman,heain't

yourstotalkaboutandneverwillhebe

yours,noteveninyourimaginaryworld.Whore

dontfuckwithme,youdontknowme!

******************

LeahandIwalkedtothecarwiththeshopping

bags.

Her:you..thisdaysyouareabitdifferent



Me:goodorbaddifferent

Her:gooddifference..Likeatleastyoudonttake

shitanymore..Isalutehowyouspoketothat

Sabrinabitch

Me:shewasgoingtofar..I'vealwayshatedher.

Her:andthen?

Ilookedwhereshewaslookingandmyeyes

cameacrossKhanya.Itseemedlikehehadsaw

usbecausehewaswalkingtowardsus.

Her:let'sgo

Me:what?

Her:Kris!

Me:comeon..hesalreadyhere

Hestoodinfrontofussmiling.

Me:hey

Him:youhavebeen..veryscarce

Ismiled..



Me:Iknow..

Him:won'tIgetahug

Leah:yesyouwon't

Itookadeepbreaththenwalkeduptohimand

gavehimabriefhug.

Him:how'syourdaughter?

Me:she'sok,shesabigbaby

Him:canIcallyou?

Me:ummh..

Him:he'sstilljealous?

Ilaughed..

Me:heskeepingwhat'shis

Hechuckled..

Him:Iwillcallyou..there'snothingwrongwitha

bitofdefyinghim

Me:Khanya..

Him:youstillpretty..youareevenprettier,ageis



doingitswonders

Ismiled..

Me:Ishouldgetgoing

Him:wewilltalk

IgotinsidethecarandsodidLeah.

Her:youshouldstopentertaininghim

Me:Iwasjustbeingnice

Her:whatever..Let'sgoforlunch..I'mreally

hungry

Idrovetosomerestaurant.

Her:stillsupplementing?

WhenIcamebackIdidn'twriteallmyexams

becauseIwasjustwaybehindsoIwillbe

supplementingnextsemester.

Me:Idonthaveachoice

Her:andstillmoving?

Me:afterIgetmywhitewedding..BandileandI



havealreadyspokentothestateagentinL.A.

Her:thisissueisdepressingme..Ineeddry

vodka..Adoublevodka!

.

Hourslaterwewereinaclubdrinkingourlives

away.Themusicwasonfullblastandwewere

allovertheplace.Weweretakingciderslikewe

paidforit.

Leah:dragonladywashomeyesterday!

Shescreamedontopofhervoice.Dragonlady

isQ'smom,don'taskme,itwasallLeahwho

cameupwiththenameandherotherfriend

calledDintle.

Leah:Ihatethatwomansomuch!shemakesme

sick!

Asshewasstilltalkingsometwoguyscameup

tous.

Guy1:ladies



Me:Hi!

Guy2:y'allwannachillwithus

Leah:ohhyeah..Whynot?fuckoffnigga!

Theotherguylaughed.Istooduponlyto

staggeraround,theotherguycametomyside

andhelpedmesitdownagain.

Leah:itsboringhere..let'sroll!

Shesaidstandingandpullingmeoffthestool.

Thealcoholhadgotteninmyhead.Iwas

holdingabottleoffourcousins.Theguystried

toholdus..

Me:eheh..doyouknowmyhusband?Hewillkill

you

Leah:yeahsodon'ttrytoputyourdirtyhandson

us..

Wewalkedoutstaggeringaroundthenstraight

tothecarjustlaughing.GettinginsidethecarI

starteddriving.Idrovetosomeghettoclub

Bandileoncetookme,tohimhewastakingme



outtotherealworldwererealfunis.

*******************

Me:no!lookathowtheyarelookingatus!

IsaidasIheldontotheseatbelt.Bandile

startedlaughing.

Him:thisisghettobabe

Me:Iwannagohome..pleaselet'sgohome

Him:comeon..theydontbite..plusthisis

ours!weownit..thisiswhererealfunis..notat

thosefancyshits!

********************

IdidhavefunthatdayandIfeltsafewiththe

eyescauseofBandileandagaintodayagainwe

weregetting

gettingsomeeyesbutwhogaveafuck.We

startedtakingshots.AftersomewhileIwas

dancingwithLeah.ItgottoapointwhereLeah

justdraggedmewithherontopoftablesand



starteddancing.Itwascrazybelievemeand

alsofun.

Wegotoffthetablesafterawhile.

Wewentbacktothevodkaagainwhensome

guyscameuptous.

Guy1:eita!

Leah:hi

Guy1:wannahangout?

Leah:nah..Iwillpass

Guy2:osure?

Leahgavehimthelook,onethingIknowisdont

messwiththemKasiniggas,theywillmessyou

up.

Me:ummhLeah..weshouldgetgoing

Guy2:why?Marayouguysarestillhavingfun..la

jabulamos!

Me:ummmh..



"Andthen?"Avoicesaidmakingusturntolook.

Itwasmyknightshiningarmor..AndLordhe

lookedpissedandbesideshimQstood.

Me:partyover?

Ndile:whatdoyouthink?

Idon'tknowwherethoseotherguys

disappearedtobuttheywerejustgone.Bandile

walkeduptomeandthrewmeonhisshoulder.

Igaveaninvoluntaryscreambecausehowhe

justsuddenlyscoopedme.

Ndile:makenoiseagain!

Hewalkedwithmeoutsideandthrewmeinthe

caranddidmyseatbelt.Healsogotinsidethe

carandstarteddrivingaway.

Istartedsingingmyownshit.AfterthatI

startedlaughingatIdontknowwhat.

Me:youwanttofuckbabe?

Iaskedwithablurredversion.Hekeptquite,he

wasmad..Icouldfeelit.



Me:youmad?likereallymad?

Hestillkeyquite..

Me:mute?ok..

Iclosedmyeyesandjustdrownedinsleep.

WhenwearrivedhoneIfeltitbutIwasjusttoo

tiredtoopenmyeyes.Hecarriedinsidethe

house,thenundressedme.Ilazilyopenedmy

eyes.

Me:Bandilei-

Him:sleep!

Me:I..-

Him:don'tfuckwithme!

Ikeptquitethenclosedmyeyesagainandfell

asleepnow.WakingupthefollowingmorningI

wasaloneinthebed.Theheadachethat

possessedme,wasenoughtolastmealife

time.Itfeltlikemyheadwassplittingintotwo

half's.Iraisedmyheadsothatitfallsbackon

thepillowagain.



Me:lordpleasehelpme..

Istoodupandstaggeredoutofbedrushingto

thebathroomandvomited.Itkeptcominghard

makingmythroatburn.AfterIwasdoneIstood

up,flushedthetoiletthenwashedmyface.

Raisingmyheadtolookatmyselfonthemirror,

Ilookedlikeazombie.Iwalkedoutofthe

bathroomafterawhile.Gettinginthebedroom

myeyesmetwithBandiles.Itriedtoreadhim

buthejusthadthenumbfacialexpression.

Him:take!

Hesaidstretchinghishandwhichwasholding

acup.Iwalkeduptohimandtookthecupfrom

him.Idrankwhateverthatwasin,noteven

complainingbecauseIjustwantedthe

headachegone.AfterdrinkingitIplacedthe

glassdown.Hestoodupmakingmetakea

stepback.

Him:sowhathappenedyesterday?

Me:I..i-imsorry



Him:thatsnotwhatIasked

IkeptquitelookingdownonmyfingerswhichI

nowhadstartedtoplaywith.

Him:soyouwon'ttalk?youleftgoingfor

shoppingandyouendedupatsomeclublateat

nightandyouhavenothingtosay?

Me:I'msorry

Him:Isaidwhathappened!

Ikeptmysilencenotknowingwhattosayno

more.

Him:oksoyouwon'ttalk?I'mgoingtomakeyou

talk!

Hewalkeduptomethenpushedbackinthe

bathroomtotheshowerandopenedcoldwater

onmemakingmybodyshiver.

Me:God!

Him:Godisn'there!unfortunatelyforyou,youare

fucked!



Icouldnowseetheangeronhisface,hewas

reallymad.

Me:I'msorry..I'mreallysorry

Hewaspullingthebraids.

Him:youarestillgoingtobeverysorryKristin!

Heclosedthetap.Iwasalreadywet,mybraid

werewet.

Him:getoutfromthere!

QuicklyIwalkedoutplanningtojustgetoutof

theroom.GettingoutoftheroomIrushedto

thedooronlytoslipandFallonthefloor,dueto

mywetfoot.

Him:tryingtorunaway?

Me:I'msorry..

Isaidmovingbackwardsbecausehewas

closingthegapbetweenus.

Him:Iknowyouare,youshouldbe..youknowwe

hadtogopickupPhiwefromThabishouseand



havedinnerthere..

Fuckit!IhadforgottenthatThabihadinvitedus

fordinnerandthatwehadtopickupPhiwe

fromthere.

Him:youaregoingtobeverysorryKris!

Hesaidpickingmeupfromthefloor.Hethen

threwmeonthebed.Iknewshitwashittingthe

fan.HetoretheshirtthatIwaswearingthen

followedbymypanties.Iclosedmylegsashe

tookoffhesT-shirt.Hepulledmebylegsso

thatIlayontheedgeofthebed.

Me:thisisrape!

Him:thenI'mgoingtorapeyousohard!

Withthathesmouthsmashedonmineand

kissedmehardandroughlythatItastedblood

inmymouth.Hepartedmylegsforcefullynot

breakingthekiss.Idontknowhowbutwithout

nowarninghepenetratedmeasdryasIwas.It

feltlikemysoulwasleavingmybody.



Me:ohmy!

Itriedtoclosemylegsbuthehadmeina

positionwhereIcouldn'tevenmovemylegs,he

hadmewherehewanted.

Him:youdon'tlisten!

Hepulledoutandslammedbackinhard

makingmescreaminpain.Itfeltlikehewas

justtearingmeapart!

Me:ahh!

Him:yousayyouwilldothisthenyoudothe

oppositestressingmeout

Hesaidashepulledoutandbackagainhewas

infullforce..

Me:I'msorry..

Him:andyoudrinkanddanceontables

Me:I'msorry..Please..I'mreallysorry

Hewasn'tlisteningtoanyofit,hehadmethe

wayhefeltlike.ItgottoapointwhereIjust



startedfeelingnumb.Bythetimehegotoff

me,Icouldn'tevenfeelmylegs,hedidn'tevenlet

mecum.ClosingmyeyesIfellintodarkness.

OpeningmyeyesagainIwasfeelingcoldwater

meetwithmybody.Hewasloweringmeinthe

bathtubfullofcoldwater.ItstingthatIeven

attemptedstandingupbutheheldmedown.

Him:sit!

Me:its..-

Hemademesitdowninthebathtubmakingme

bitmylowerliptodealawaywiththesensation.

Igetitthattherearetimesthatheseverfucked

mehardbutthistimearound,thistimetookthe

award.Whenhewasstillhavinghiswaywith

meIkepthopingandprayingthathewouldjust

cumalready.Ikeptonapologizinghopinghe

wouldstopbutno!niggawasalloutforme.I

closedmyeyestryingtogetmybodyandmy

burningpussytoadjust.

Him:I'msorry



Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim.Inodded.

Hetookoffsomebraidsfrommyface..

Him:IloveyouandIgetreallyworriedaboutyou

Kristin..Ihaveenemiesoutthereandyouare

theirtarget.AllIwantedfromyouwasmaybea

simpletexttellingmeyouwillbegoingout..

Me:I'msorry

Him:Iknow,soamI..howmuchdoesithurt?

Me:realbad

Hestrippedoffhisclothesthensatbehindme

andmademerestmyheadonhischest.

Him:ItsChristmas

Me:Ican'twaitformypresents..Ilovegetting

presentsfornoreason

Him:trustme..Iknow

Me:whatdidyougetme?

Him:youwillsee,butifIcouldbuyyouthewhole

word..Iwould



Ismiled..

Me:youaremyworld

Him:andsoareyoubabe..

Ifelthishandonmypussymakingmybody

tense.

Him:letmetrytomakethepainabitbetter

Irelaxedmybodyashesoftlyrubbingme.

Ihaveneverfantasizedaboutsexinthebathtub

butitwasthebestplushewasgentleonme.

Hekepttouchingalltherightplaces,tenderly

kissingmylipsandmyneck.

.

Wewalkedtotheparkinglotttohiscar.Wehad

justlandedinBotswana.

IputPhiweonherbabyseatatthebackseat

thengotinfrontwithBandile.

Bandiledrovehome,Ididn'teveninstructhim.I

spoketoLeahbeforeboardinginNdilesprivate



jet.Shedidn'ttellmewhathappenedwithQbut

sheseemedbrokenoverthephonenodoubt

maybeQusedheralcoholproblemagainsther.

Shewasgoingtobecominginlaterduringthe

day.

Ididn'tcareaslongasshecomesattheendof

theday.Arrivinghometheywerecarsparkedall

aroundtheyardthatBandileparkedoutside.He

placedPhiwedownwhocouldwalknow.He

tookherbagfromthebootthenwewalked

insidemymother'syard.Thedoorswereopen

andIcouldherelaughterfromthedoor.Phiwe

hadalreadygotteninside.Wewalkedbehind

her.AssoonasIgotinsideIwaswelcomedby

atighthugfromAlex.Ithadbeenprettylong.

Ihuggedherback.Shepulledoutafterawhile..

Her:ohmyGod!Imissedyou!

Me:metoo..how'sAustralia?

Her:Australiaisfine..



Shelookedatmyfinger,IhadtoldherthatI'm

gettingmarried.

Her:finally!

Ilaughed..

Samwalkeduptousandgavemeahug.

Me:hey

Him:hi..

Me:imissedyouguys

Alex:metoo

Sam:Ididn't..Lying..Imissedyouguystoo

Welaughed.

HeletgoandwalkedtowardsBandile.Ididn't

wanttowitnessthedramasoIjustwalked

awaywithAlexleavingthemaftertaking

Phiwesbagfromhim.Gettinginsidethekitchen

Igavemomahugfrombehindbecauseshe

wasfacingtheotherside.

Me:mom!



Her:baby..

Sheturnedandgavemeagentlehug.

Her:Imissedyou

Me:metoo..

Her:alothappenedthisyear

Me:Iknowbutherewestillare

Her:tattooedboytoldmeaboutyourcancer

Me:hesgoingtomakesureIgettreated

"Yes"avoicesaidmakingmeturn,itwasIvy.

Me:Ma!

Shewalkeduptomeandgavemeabrieftight

hug.

Ivy:isitmeoryouareabitthick

Me:haibo!Ma!I'mjustsize32

Mom:itsthatmountainbehindher

Theylaughed..



Me:Nyaabathong..

IwalkedoutonlytobumpintoAunt

Wame,UncleKgotso'swife.

Her:Monyana!

Me:Aunt..thesewomenareinsultingme

Shelaughed..

Her:Isawhim

Me:sawwho?

Her:him

Me:who'shim?

Isaidasilaughedwalkingaway.Iwalkedtomy

roomandplacedPhiwesbagdown.Justthen

mydooropenedandTshepiewalkedin.

Him:Ihavebeenlookingforyou!

Hesaidwalkingtowardsme.Wehugged..

Me:Ijustarrived

Him:youcamewithyourScaryfiancé



Me:hesthefatherofmychild

Him:AlexandIbrokeup

Ilookedathim..

Me:what?

Him:yeah

Me:why?

Him:alotofshitIguess

Me:Idontknowwhattosay

Him:ifwenotmeanttobethenwewon'tbe

Me:yeah..

Him:andyou?weddingwhen?

Me:Idontknow..YetIguess

Him:notjustyesterdayyouwereKris,themost

quietpersononearth

Me:Igrewupandstarteddating

Him:don'tforgetsex..thenyoustartedhaving

dick



Ilaughed..

Me:fuckoff!

Him:IsawKeletso

Me:and?

Him:wetalkeditout

Me:youhurther

Him:Iknow..IthoughtIwasmakingtheright

decision

Me:sowhatnow?

Him:IthinkIwilljustbesingleforawhile..Try

togetovereverything

Me:gooddecision..IdontknowwhatIwilldoifI

everloseBandile..Ihavemadethatniggathe

centreofmyworld

Him:Icansee..

Me:I'mgladhestillwithmetilltoday..Iknow

wehavebeentogetherforalmost3yearsnow

butI'mstillscaredtolosehimandIalways



havetoputupwithsomeofhisshitbecause

I'mscaredhewillwalkaway

Him:thatsdeep..doeshehityouorcheatinyou?

Ilaughed..

Me:no..nohedoesn'tbuthefucksup..alotand

sometimesIcan'ttakeitbutIjust..youknow..

Him:Iknow..Andithurts

Me:hehasachild..

Him:howold?

Me:Idon'tknow..betweensevenoreight

Him:thatsfuckedup

Me:yeah..andhekeptherasecret..Kepttelling

meitsnothisbutallalonghewaslyingtome

Him:whatdidhesay?

Me:typical"Iwasscaredtoloseyou"shit

Him:that'sbad

Me:yeahandotherthingshesever



done,sometimesloveisjustmessedup,likeit's

allaboutholdingonbecauseoffearofallofit

scramblingdown..

Hewipedmytear..

Him:Dylanhasagirlfriend..Overthephone

Me:phone?

Him:yeah..metonFacebook..Andnowtheytalk

oneverysocialmedia..Theyevencalleach

otherandexchangethethreemagicwords

Me:itseemsserious

Him:yes..hesayshesserious..Butthenitsbeen

timesinceDudufuckedhimover

Me:yeah..what'shername?

Him:KimberlyIthink

Me:Wow!doesheknowthere'ssomething

calledcatfishingthisdays

Him:hesaysshestherealdealsotheyare

supposedtomeetwhenwegoback



Me:Ihopeshesnotacatfish

Him:yeah..

Me:allofyouguysarehereor-

Him:yeah..evenmom

Me:ohhlet'sgothen

Him:Ijustneededsomespace

Me:spacetimeoverlet'sgo

Isaiddragginghimoffmybed.Wewalked

downstairsthenheledmetotheteam.They

werewithBandileandSamwhowerebraiing.

Surprisinglytheywereallgettingalong.

EvenAlexwastherewiththem.

BK:finallytheQueendecidestograceuswith

herpresence..

Dylan:Ruby!

Antony:Kris!

Me:MrEurope!



Dylan:Mmayourchildwaseatingmyphone

Me:youmeanmyprincess

BK:ifeveryonehadcutebabieslikeyours..this

worldwouldbesofun..

Me:mybabyisbeautiful

Alex:shetakesafterme

Sam:schemingtendencies?

Alex:Voetsek!

Alex:ijobabe?howisitthere?

ShesaidwalkingtowardsBandileleaving

everyonelaughing..

Alex:wethequeeningcouplerightlove?

Ndile:rightonpoint

Me:Iwillsteponyou..Iwillkillawhore..Idont

sharenodickwithnowhore

Alexlaughed..

Alex:Iwillstayaway..Istillwannalive



IwalkedtowardsBandilethenhekissedy

forehead..

Alex:KanaLethaiswithAuntWameschild..your

childislikeyou,sheclickswitheveryone

Me:itsintheblood

BK:shedoesn'tlikeme..shestartedcryingwhen

Ipickedherup

Dylan:mxmyoumeanwhenyoupinchedher?

Antony:thatshowitstarts..

Bk:Nyaamajita,lanyelayaanong!(Iwillsoon

fucky'allup)

Theystartedlaughing..

Tshepie:thisboysneedsasjambok

Beingwithallofthemwasjustfun.LeahandQ

showeduplaterthatday.Iwasactually

surprisedtoseeQbutIwasmoresurprisedto

seeDadshowup.Hehadgainedweightand

lookedok.Havingthewholefamilywithme,all



thepeopleIlovearoundmewasjust

overwhelming.Iwisheditcouldbelikethatfor

therestofmylife.ItwasthebestChristmas

ever.Wedidexchangesomegiftsbutthegift

thattouchedmyheartwastheonefromdad

andmom.Itwashugeframewithmyevery

pictureeversincebirth,eventheembarrassing

oneswerethere.Itwasjustheartwarmingthat

suchmemorieswerestillthere.Bandilehadn't

yetgivenmehispresentbutIhadalreadygiven

himhis.ItwasabraceletIpersonallydesigned

theotherdaywhenIwenttoaArtshopwith

Leah.IwroteournamesonitthenIalsobought

himthisotherleatherjacketIhadprintedhes

nameon.Itwasn'tmuchbutthewholereasonI

gavethosetohimbecauseIhadmadeaneffort

inmakingthemspecial.

IalsogotthetimetotalkwithLeahprivately.It

seemedlikeQreallydiduseheralcoholabuse

saga.Eventhoughheapologizedaboutitbutit

reallyaffectedLeahthatIcouldseethetearsin



hereyeseventhoughsherefusedtoletthem

fall.Sometimeswordskillsmorethananything.

Ialsogotthechanceto

talkwithAlex.Accordingtoher,distancekilled

thembutitwasquiteclearshefoundsomeone.

ItwassadthatIhadtoleavethatsame

day,eventhoughitwaslatebecauseBandile

hadameetingtoattendthenextmorningbutif

IcouldputthedayonrepeateverydayIwould.

.

Him:and?

Ikeptquite,wipingmytearsaway.

Leah:bae?comeon..

Me:ok..

Itookadeepbreathandwalkedout.

Donovanwalkeduptome,thenfixedafew

things.

Him:youlooksplendidotesoro



Me:whateverthatmeansthankyou..

Leah:youlookbreathtaking

Iwalkedtowardsthemirrorandlookedat

myself.Ididlookbeautiful.Thewhitegown

huggedmybodyperfectlyrevealingmybody.

Me:Ilook...beautiful

Donovan:becauseyouarebeautiful..Youjust

dontseeit

Me:Ican'tbelieveitsmyweddingtomorrow..Its

happening..

Leah:itshere..Thebigday..I'msuperexcited

Me:I'mnervous..

Donovan:weknowbunny..

Thedresshadfinallybeenmade..Ithadsome

diamonddetailsatmybackandthat'sallthat

coveredmyback.Itwasasleevelesdress.

Frommymidthighitwasflared.Ithadcosta

lotduetothediamonddetails.



Iwalkedbackinthebathroomandtookitoff.I

wasmorethannervousabouttomorrow.I

dressedbackintomydenimshortsandmy

denimshirtwhichLeahhadtiedmakingita

croptopthenwith2buttonsundonerevealing

somecleavage.Weweregoingtosome

party,wellmypartytobeexact.Apparently

becauseitwasmylastdaybeingafreewoman

Ihadtocelebratethelastday,thosewere

LesediandThabiswords.WalkingbacktoLeah

andDonovanIgavethegownbacktoDonovan.

Leah:andnowitstimeforsomefun..maybeyou

mightaswelltasteadifferentdickandfindout

thatniggahavebeendoingthewrongthingall

along

Me:aiidon'tstart..ummhDonovan,seeyou

tomorrow

Him:tomorrowbunny..

Wewalkedtothei8,Ineverreallydroveitrather

IlikedhesLamborghinimorebutthenthei8



wasmybirthdaypresent.Wewalkedtowards

thecarandgotin.Ilookedatmyselfonthe

reviewmirrorlookingatmyhairstyle,Ilovedit.

Myhairhadgrownback,butwasjustanAfro.It

hadbeenstraightenedandcurled.Ilooked

reallybeautiful.JustthenIsawmynecklace

thatwasaroundmyneckfromthereviewmirror.

BandilehadboughtitformeforChristmas,it

wasareallybeautifuldiamondnecklacejust

likethefirstonehehadboughtformewhenI

wasstill18butthisonewasprettier.

Accompaniedbyithehadahugepaintingof

meontheWallinthesittingroom,hesaidthats

howmuchspecialIamtohim.Speakingof

BandileIhaven'tseenhimeversincethe

begginigofthisweekanditwasafridayalready.

IdroveustothehouseThabihadbooked.

Gettingtherewewerewelcomedbyhalfnaked

men.ThabiandLesediihadalreadystartedthe

fun.Lesediwalkeduptomeholdingaglassof

wine.



Her:andhereistheQueenherself..Theladyof

themoment

Ismiledassomeguycameuptomethentook

myhandsoIfeelhisabs.Itwasadisaster

night,thatsallIcansay.ThabiandLesedimade

watchrealliveporn,Iwon'texplainthatone.I

didn'tfuckwithnohooker,no.Ifelt

uncomfortablebutLeahontheotherhand

reallyhadfun.ThefollowingmorningIwokeup

withaslightheadache,itwasn'tthatmuch

becauseIdidn'tdrinkmuch.

Wakingup,Donovanwasallovermyface.

Him:bunnyitstime..wakeup

Me:God!

Him:wakeup!

Ifinallystaggeredoutofbedandwalkedtothe

bathroom.Waterwasalreadyfilledforme.I

tookalongdeservedbath.

AfterbathingIfoundmygownandlingerieon



thebed,lingeriewaswrittenLeahalloverit.But

beforeIchanged,themakeupartistdidmy

makeup,togetherwithmyhair..Justfixingit

hereandthere.Afterthemake-upIdressedup.

Ilookedbeautiful.Isatdownonthebedlooking

atmyreflectiononthemirror.

Leah:younotgoingtocryandruinthemake

up..I'mgoingtosmackyou

Ilaughed,shewasdressedinapeachtolight

purpledress..itwasalmostliketherestofmy

bridesmaidsdressesbutherswasabit

differentbecauseshewastheMaidofhonour

soshehadtolookthepart.

Me:Ican'tbelievethisishappening

Her:wellbetterbelieveit

Me:ifyouaskedmefouryearsagoaboutthis

dayIwouldhavetoldyousomethingdifferent,

itsspringanditsmymywedding..

Leah:youdeservetobehappy



Me:Idodon'tI?

Leah:yeayoudo..itwasallaleapoffaith

Me:yes..anditpaidoff

Justthenthedooropenedandmomwalkedin.

Leahstoodupandkissedmycheekthen

walkedout.Momstartedululating..

Me:Ma!

Her:mybaby..

Shegavemeatighthugmakingithardforme

toholdbackmytears.

Her:mybaby..myprincess..

Me:Ma..

Her:I'msoproudofyou

Me:i-i..

Icouldn'teventalk..

Her:babydon'tcry,ohhmybaby.Ihavewaited

forthisdayallmylifeandyoulooksobeautiful



sweetheartsodon'tcry..

Shesaidasshewipedawaymytears,Ismiled

throughmytears.IlookedatmyreflectionandI

didlookbeautiful.Thewhiteweddingdressthat

huggedmybodywasreallybeautiful,myhair

perfectlymade.ItwasmyweddingdayandGod

knowsIdon'tregretbeingheretoday,Idon't

regretthedecisionsthatImadeinmylife

becausetheyaretheonesthatbroughtmehere.

Her:ItoldyouKrissy..youmybabyyouare

destinedtohappiness...

Me:Ilookbeautiful..

Iwhisperedsoftly..

Her:ofcause,Ihopethatyoungmanknowshow

luckyheistohaveyou...

Me:I'mtheluckyone

Her:nowgooutthereandshowthemwhatthe

Thompsonwomenaremadeof..

AlexwalkedinholdingPhiwe..



Alex:lookathowmommyislooking..

Mybabylaughed..

Phiee:Mama!

Me:mybaby..myprincess

IstoodupandtookherfromAlex.

Phiwe:Mama!

Me:wearegettingmarriedbaby..

Alex:youlookreallybeautiful..

Me:thankyou..soismybaby..I'mgoingmiss

her..Bandilesaidweleavingforthehoneymoon

today

Alex:wherey'allgoing?

Me:hewon'ttellme

Alex:youaregoingtogetreal..thefword.

Ilaughed..

Me:shutup!

AfterawhilemomhadmademewearmyVail.I



lookedbeautiful,Ifeltbeautiful.

IsmiledasIgainedmyconfidence.

SheleftafterawhilewithAlexandPhiwe,

givingmesomespaceafterthemakeupartist

re-didmymakeup.

Ilookedatmyselfonthemirror,thiswasit.AsI

turnedtogoforthedoorIgotthebiggest

shockofmylife,Venuswasstandingright

beforeme,lookingatme.Myheartwasjust

beatingfastagainstmychest.Ididn'texpect

himtobehere,notonmyweddingday.

Him:youarestillreallypretty

Me:w-whatonearthare...youdoinghere?

Him:youarestillpretty

Me:Venus..

Him:youknowIdontunderstand..thisniggaof

yourskeepsonmessingup..butyoualways

seemtoforgivehimbutbecauseImadeone

mistake..Youchosetoleave..didyouevenlove



meKris?

Me:Idid!youwantedtohurtme..

Him:Iwasnevergoingtohurtyou..ItoldyouI

loveyou!Butwhatdidyoudo..youleft

Me:Venus!

Him:andallalongIwaswaiting..Waitingforyou

Me:youknewwewereover

Hewalkeduptome..

Him:andI'mstillholdingon

Me:stopthis!stopit!

Hesmashedhislipsonminepushingme

againstthewall.Ipushedhimoff.

Me:getout!youwillrespectmyweddingday..get

out!

Him:ifIcan'thaveyouKristin..Thennoonewill

orIwon'tlivetoseeit

Me:getout



Him:itsyourchoiceKris

Hesaidtakingoutagun.Icoveredmymouth

withmyhand.

Him:whatisitgoingtobe..wecanalways

leave,elopetogether..Startafreshtogether..I

loveyouKris

Me:Ilovehim..

Hepointedthegunatme..

Him:whoisitgoingtobe..meoryou?

Me:Venusstopthis..stopitnow!

Him:whoisitgoingtobeKris?

Hecockedthegunstillpointingitatme.Iwas

reallyscared.

"Howaboutitsgoingtobeyou?"

Bandilesvoicesaid.Hewasinhisnavyblue

tuxedolookinggorgeous.Heshaircut

perfectedhesbeauty.Hewasalsoholdinga

gun.



Ndile:howaboutthat?

VenusturnedandalsopointedthegunatNdile.

Me:canweallpleasestopthis?please

Ndile:there'snowaystoppingthis

Venus:yeah

Me:please..

Igotbetweenthem..

Me:Bandileplease..Stopthis

Venus:someoneisgoingtodieKris..makea

decision

WithoutnowarningBandilepulledthetrigger,it

didn'tmakenoise,justsilent.Venusfellonthe

ground

Me:ohhGod!

Thedoorswungopenandsomeguywalkedin..

Him:Venus?shit!

TheguysaidwalkingtowardsVenuswhowas



inthefloornowbleeding.

Venus:Jeremy..I-

Him:ahhitsjustyourarm..youaregoingtobe

ok

Me:Bandilebabe..putthegundown..pleaseput

itdown..wegoingtobelate..please..

Bandilejustcouldn'tplacethegun

down,whateverthathadgottenintohimwas

justoutofit.Iliterallysawtheothersideofhim

Ineverknewexisted.

Me:Bandilebabeplease..Pleasedoitfor

me..putthegundown..I'mbeggingyou..mylove

please

Ndile:thiskidwannamesswithme

Jeremy:canwealldropthis?

Theworddeathkeptonringinginmyhead.This

couldn'thappen,nottoday.Ilookedbackat

Venus,hewasjustshakingonthefloor,no

doubtBandilewantedtofinishhimoff.



Me:BandileifyoupullthattriggeragainI'm

goingtowalkaway..Iwillleave..Babeplease

IclosedthegapbetweenusthenKissed

him..theheelsmademeabittall.

Heseemedtoberelaxing..

Me:canyougoandwaitforme..atthealter?

JustthenDadwalkedin.God!

.

LEAH

.

Ihadalreadydriventothevenue,Kriswas

supposedtocomewithherdad.Iwaspacing

upanddownbecausetheweddingshouldhave

started20minutesagobutboththebrideand

thegroomwerenotanywheretobefound.I

tookmyphoneandtriedKris'snumberagain

butitledmetovoicemail.Isighedthenturned

towalktowardsBandilesmom.AccidentallyI

bumpedintoSam.



Him:hey

Me:hi..I'msorry

Him:itsok..ummhanynews?

Me:no..andI'mgettingworried..Peopleare

startingtotalk

Him:whocares..anywaysyoulookgood

Ismiled..

Me:thankyou,soareyou

Therewasawkwardsilencebetweenus.

Him:ummhok..Iwillseeyouaround..

Me:yeah..seeyou..around

Him:ok

Itriedtowalkaway..

Him:wait!

Ilookedathim..

Me:yeah?



Him:Ijustwantedto-

"Babe?"Avoicesaidmakingusturn.Itwas

somegirl.

Him:hey..

Her:I'vebeenlookingforyou

Him:justwantedtoknowifthereareleads

Her:ok..

Him:ummhbabethisKris'sbestfriendandLeah

thisisuhhmy..

Her:wife..I'mhiswife,nicetomeetyoutoo

Me:yeah..ummhIwillseeyouguysaroundey..

Her:yes

Iwalkedaway,itwasquiteclearshewas

markingherterritory.IsawQfromthecornerof

myeye..Hewaslookingatmesmiling.Ismiled

backasIwalkedtowardshim.Theloveofmy

life.

Me:hey



Him:theyarecoming

Me:ohhthankGod!

Him:youlookbeautiful

Me:thankyou

Him:andIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hehuggedme..Ididlovehim.JustthenIheard

someonecleartheirthroat.Ipulledawayfrom

thehuganditwasdragonladyherself.

Q:momnottodayplease

Her:yourfatherwantstoseeyou..Andyoutoo

Leah

Q:I'minthemiddleofsomething..

Her:whenyouaredone,pleasecomeassoonas

possible

Q:ok

Shewipedhertearsthenwalkedaway.



Me:wewillgotogether..

Qsmiled..

Him:obviously..

Hekissedmylipsmakingmecurlmytoes.

.

KRIS

.

Bandileleftafewminutesago,itwasjusta

mess.Venus'sbrotherwentwithVenustothe

hospital.Dadheldyhandaswedrovetothe

venue.

Him:ItoowouldhavedonethesameifIwere

Bandile

Ilookedathim.

Him:thisboyjustlovesyoutoomuchandifyou

lovesomeoneyougoatallendsforthem..it

waschoice..Hechoseyou..itsallforlove..

Ilookedbackattheroad..



Me:Lizzyw-

Him:Lizzyisatpeacerightnow..Idontthink

there'sanythingshewantsmorethanyour

happiness..

Ismiled..

Me:Imissher

Him:weallmissher..

Me:sheleftalotofmemoriesbehind..

Him:wonderfulmemories..

Me:yes..

Hepulledupatthevenue..

Him:ready?

Me:shitisreal!

Him:shitisfuckedup..

Ilookedathimwithmyjawonthegroundthen

weburstintolaughter.

.



Theweddingwentwell,itwentok.Itwasoneof

mybestmoments,notthemorningSaga

though.

IwaslaughingasIwantedtothrowthebouquet

butthenstopped,winkedatQthenwalkedto

Leah.Shewassurprised..

Her:whatareyoudoing?Youneedtothrowthe

bouquet..

Ihandhertheflowers.

Me:youdeservethem..

IsaidturningtolookatQwhowasonhesknee.

Everyonehadgatheredaroundus.

Leah:ohmyGod!ohshit!

Sheheldhermouthastearscascaded.

Q:Leahcanyoumakemethehappiestmanon

earthandbemywife..Idontknowhowtodo

thissopleasejustsayyes

Everyonelaughed..



Leah:abigfatyes!Yes!yes?yes!

Andthatshowtheirstorybegins,itsalllovejust

likedadsaid.Qcalledmelastweektellingme

aboutit.Eitherwayitwasabouttime.

Iwalkedtowardsmydearweddedhusbandwho

hadthedooralreadyopenedforme.Igotinside

thensodidhe.Hespedaway..

Me:whereto?

Him:SaintLucia,it'sanisland

Ilookedathim..

Me:Ihaveneverheardofit..

Him:that'sthewholereasonwhy..

Hekissedmyhandashedroveawaytothe

airport.Thiswasit..

.

SAM

.



Dad:doyouknowwhatyoukidshavedone?

Me:definitely

Mom:Sam!

Me:whatdoyouwantmetosay?I'mnotgoing

toapologizeformakingTinamywife..

Dad:whatasonIhave!

Me:andweexpecting..

Dadsighed..

TinaandIhaddecidedthatwhiteweddingwill

followafterwearelegallymarried.Tinawas

planningthewedding,itwasgoingtobein2

monthsfromnow.

Mom:congratulationsthen..

Dad:yes..

.

AfterawhileIwaswithDylanandtherestof

theircrew.



Bk:wesawher..finally!

Dylan:Itoldshesnotacatfish

Me:Iwanttoseehertoo

Dylan:thereshecomes

Ilookedatwheretheywerelooking..

Tshepie:shesreallyhot!

Me:fuck!Q'ssister?

Theylookedatme..

Me:Ihopeyouareabletohandleherbrother..

Hewillmakeyourlifealivinghelltrustme

BK:aiithat'swhyI'mstillsingle..Boys!let'sgo

findprey..

BKsaidwalkingaway,AntonyandTshepie

followedhim.

Dylan:justhowisherbrother?

Me:hewillfuckyouupthatyouwillregretbeing

born..youseeLeah?



Dylan:yeah

Me:Leah'sfiancé..Isthebrother

Dylan:holyshit!

Me:yeah..youarealone

Isaidwalkingtowardsfood.

.

.
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.

KRISTINTHULANI

.

Me:Phiwe!Happy?Comeonguys..I'mrunning

late!

IsaidfeedingCalvinwhowasgettingreadyfor

preschool.

Happycamedownafterawhile.



Happy:ItoldyouIcangotoschoolalone

Me:I'myourmom,Ialwayswanttoensureyou

aresafe..Isitbecauseof...

Happy:mom!

Me:what?justasking..

Happy:where'syourhusband?

Me:he'sgone..Youarestillyoungto-

Happy:todate..Iknowbutcomeon..I'm13!

Me:where'sPhiwe?

Happy:stillsulkingaboutgoingtoschool..

Me:Simphiwedontmakemecomeafteryou

Iscreamed..

Me:I'mrunninglate,Ihaveacourtcaseplease

gogether

Happy:ok

IwipedawaythesoftporridgeonCalvin's

mouth.Calvinismysonwho's3.Bandilehad



beensohappywhenwefoundoutthatIwas

carryingaboy.MovingtoL.Ahadbeenanew

start,onacleanplate.SabrinagaveupHappy's

rightstomebutHappydoesspendtimewith

hermomduringholidays.She'sreallyfondof

meandI'mgladweareclose.Itrymybestto

bethebestmothertoher,toPhiweandtoCalvin.

Sometimesitshardjugglingbetweenbeing

mom,awifeandalawyer.

JustthenBandilegotinsidethehouse..

Me:forgotsomething?

Him:yeah..afile

Me:ok..

Him:Istillthinkweneedtohireahelper..

Hesaidashecametowardsmeandkissedmy

lips.Hesmeltheavenly.

Me:yeah..

Him:boyboy!



HesaidtakingCalvinfromme..

Him:Iwilldrophim..

Me:ohhthankyou

JustthenHappywalkeddownwithPhiwe.

Me:youreallyneedtostopthisSimphiwe!

Phiwe:I'mtiredofschool..likereallytired

Shesaidwithanattitude..

Me:I'mreallysorryMiss..butyougoingto

school..inthecarnow

SherolledhereyesthenwenttoBandilewho

kneeleddownsohesdaughtergiveshimhis

kiss..

Phiwe:loveyouDaddy

Ndile:loveyoutooprincess

Happywalkeduptohimandhuggedhim..

Happy:loveyoudad

Ndile:Iloveyoutoocuddlebunny



TheywalkedoutleavingCalvinimitatingthem...

Calvin:lovedaddy

Ndile:loveyoutooboyboy

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Iloveyou

Hesmiledmakingmyfaceburn.HeputCalvin

backonHischairthenpulledmetowardshim.

Him:Iloveyoumore..

Me:Iwillcomeoverduringlunch

Heshandwentdowntomyass..

Him:maybewecanhaveaquickie

Me:arealgoodquickie..

IsaidbitingmyLowerlipmakinghimgroan

whilepressingmeagainstheserection..

Him:orevennow

Me:I'mgoingtobelate

Him:youaretheboss



Me:Ihaveacourtcase

Him:andIhaveameeting..Just10minutesand

thekidsarestillearly..

Me:Calvin?

HetookhisbottleofjuiceandgaveittoCalvin

wholookedpleased..

Me:youknowwhatthisdoestohiminthe

morning

Hedidn'tlistenjustthrewmeonhesshoulder

thenwalkedwithmeupstairs.

Ourloveneverreallydiedout,itbecamemuch

morestrongerwithtime.Ican'twishfornothing

elsereally.Thisisadreamcometrue.Leahand

QfinallygotmarriedandsodidSamandTina,it

wasreallyfunattheirweddingandQ'sfather

passedawayonthedayofmywedding.My

mindstilltellsmethat'sthedeaththefortune

tellerwastalkingabout.Itsbeenfiveyears

sinceIhavebeencancerfree.Itsagoodfeeling,



knowingIstillhavealongwaytogo.Deathis

notmyoptionyet.AsforDylanhesengagedto

Kim,Iwasshockedwhenhetoldmethathes

girlfriendisQ'ssister.Qdoesgivehimahustle

hereandthere.Tshepie,wellTshepiefinallygot

backwithAlexandtheyarecurrently

cohabiting..Notthatmomishappy..Shesmad

pissed.AlexwastellingmethatsheorTshepie

andDylanwantstohavetheirweddingonthe

sameday.AsforBkandAntony..theyaredating

twinsisters..Idontknowhow..butits

happening.Momanddad...theyarestill

denieyingitbutIthinktheyarereconciling.

Ok,wherewerewe,yeahhewalkedwithme

upstairsandthrewmeonourbed.

Him:thisisgoingtoberealquick

Hesaidunzippinghistrouser..Hecametomy

facelayingontopofme..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



.

Justthosethreewordsmademefeelreal

loved,feelalive.Thosethreewordswereenough

tomakemeforgetabouttherestoftheworld.

JustIloveyou

THEEND


