
Co-wife

#1

Iwalkedoutofthebuildingreadingmyletters

again,theurgetoraisemyhandsandyellcrept

uponmebutikeptcalmasanothersmartly

dressedemployeewalkedpassedme.Ayear

contractforsomeonewhojustgraduatedwas

anaccomplishment.Icouldalmostseemyself

movingoutofmyparentshome.Myphone

vibratedasiwalkedoutofthegatewavingat

thesecurityguard....

Me:Hello?

Mama:(anxiously)And?

Me:(smiled)Itwentwell,I'msubmittingmy

papersatthebanksothatIcanopenabank

accountbutI'mbroke.GakerianaI'mwalking



alongtheroadtothebank,ionlyhadcoinsfor

gettingoverhere...(sighed)ItriedtocallPapa

butdidn'tpickmycalls.

Mama:Abalengsaidhewillfindyoumoneyfor

transport,lennaketaalekangwanaka,I'm

expectingafriendtopaymotshelonextweek.

Youfoundajobsoyoudon'tneedtobegthat

mananymore.

Me:(sighed)Iknow,ijustthoughtafter

abandoningusforsolonghemightfeelguilty

andhelpmeoutjustthisonce.Theysayfathers

likehimsurfacewhenoneisgrownup.

Mama:Ifhecouldn'tpayforyourschoolfeesin

Seniorschoolhecan'tgiveyoutransportmoney

now...(tookadeepbreath)pleaseacceptour

situation.

Me:(sighed)AronaalsopromisedmeP150

whenshegetsherstudentallowancenextweek.

Mama:(smiled)Yousee,thingswillworkout



justfinemygirl,IservealivingGod.

Me:(smiled)Istillcan'tbelieveI'llbeworking...

Me:(smiled)Godheardourprayersbaby.Bye

Ihungupandopenedmyumbrella.After

walkingashortdistanceasilver4X4Toyota

Hiluxdoublecabpulledoverinfrontofme.

Therewereloadsofhaybundlesattheback

andialreadyknewitwasanoldman.Those

werethetypesialwaysattractedevenwheni

wasateenager.

Iwalkedpassedhimasherolleddownthe

windowandsmiledatme.Icouldn'tseemuch

ofhisfacethroughtheblackbaseballcaphe

waswearingbuthehadshorttrimmedbeard

abovehislipsgoingdownhischinandalong

hisjawgoinguphiscap,heclearlywasn'twhat

iexpected.



Driver:(smiled)Hey...Canigiveyouaride?

Me:ThanksbutI'mjustgoingaroundthecorner

Driver:(smiledlookingathismirrorforthe

traffic)Comeon...Maunishot...Andicanhear

youbreathingfromhere....Getin...

Me:(smiledshyly)I'mfine...

Driver:(smiled)Alright...nteba...(laughed)kante

keengotshabagonteba?(pulledthepeakof

hiscaptothebackrevealinghisface)ifyou

seemearounddon'tbeafraidtosayhi,ke

bitswaBakang,autwa?

Me:Ok....

Bakang:(smiledstaringatme)Thisisthepart

whereyoutellmeyournameaswell...

Me:(laughed)oh....mynameisNaledi

Bakang:(smiled)NicemeetingyouNaledi,shap

akere?



Me:(smiled)Shap

Hejoinedtheroadasistaredatthepileofhay

attheback,ihadnoideawhyirefusedbecause

iwantedto,myhandswereshakingandIwas

excitedthatforonceiwasn'tstoppedbyanold

man.....myphonerang...

Me:Hello?

Maduo:(sighedrollinghereyes)Finally...where

areyou?

Me:(laughed)I'mwalkingalongtheroadtothe

bank...

Maduo:(frowned)Walking?Whyarewalking?

Me:Idon'thavemoney...

Maduo:Aomma,whydon'tyougetaride?Can

wenotbetooslowthisyear?Banyanaba

tsweletsepleasegakebatebonya,stopanycar



thatcomesalongandjumpin,iftheywantyour

numbergivethemminesinceyounotreadyto

enjoylife.

Me:I'malreadyhalfway,anywaywhereis

Reneilwe?

Maduo:Italkedtoherearlier,shemissedwork...

herboyfriendisdoingitagainwaitsennaifeel

likeifaguytakesmeforgruntedI'dleave.I

can'tstandthewaythisguytreatsNeinei

Me:That'swhyIdon'twantrelationships,they

allseemtoostressfulevenmarriages,infact

thoseareworse,Ijustdon'tseemyselfdealing

withamanlikethat.

Maduo:Solistentothischomza,I'mpicking

youuplater,wearegoingtocelebratethatnew

job.

Me:(laughed)Celebratewithwhat?I'mbroke

Maduo:ThankGodyouhaveme...Ihaveaplan.



Me:(laughed)Idon'tlikethesoundofthat,it

betternotbeanightcluborsomething,you

knowihatethecrowd.

Maduo:Girlhaveievertakenyoutoaclub?

Me:(laughed)YesandnnaleReneilwehadto

beresponsibleforeveryonebecauseyouwere

alldrunk,nothankyou.

Maduo:Itoldyouthatistoppeddrinking,I'ma

newpersonnow.seeyoulater.

Me:Bye

Ihungupandshookmyheadsmiling....

AtAbaleng'shouse...

Laterthatafternoonhedustedhisshoesand

walkedinthroughthemaindoor,meanwhilehis



girlfriendquicklyputherphoneinsilentmode

andsliditunderthepillowashewalkedinthe

bedroomandleanedoverkissingher...

Abaleng:Heybabe...

Her:Hey...Um...(swallowed)whatareyou

doinghomesoearly?

Abaleng:Ihaveaheadache.

Her:Okay...(gotup)um...Letmemake

somethingforyoutoeat...

Abaleng:(observedherasshecarriedher

phonealong)Whyareyoualwayshidingyour

phone?

Her:I'mnothidingit...

Abaleng:(walkedover)Etiseee...

Her:Whydoyouwantit?

Abaleng:Karetisa...(shewalkedawayandhe



followedher)I'mnotgonnaaskyouagain,

(angrily)Obatagontenaakere?

Her:I'mtalkingtomysisteraboutourfamily

things,it'sjustgirlystuff.

Abaleng:(twistedherarmandgotit)I'llbethe

judgeofthat...(hepressedthephone)What's

yourpassword?

Her:(tearfully)I'mnotgivingyoumypassword

Abaleng:(glaringather)Don'ttemptme...(he

leanedoverandkissedherholdingherneck

softly)Tsenyapasswordbabe,iwouldn'twant

tohurtyou...

Sheputthepasswordandmovedbackashe

readthemessages,shestoodagainstthewall

rubbinghertearswaitingforhim,heturnedhis

eyesandhandedherthephone.



Abaleng:Getyourclothesandleavemyhouse.

Her:(crying)Wewerejusttaking,ihavenever

evenseenhimnerebuakaFacebookhela.I'm

sorry...Ican'tlivewithoutyou.

Abaleng:(staringather)Getout,waaitseakere

goregaselanthaodirajaana?Idon'twantto

beatyouandit'snotthatkepalelwakegobetsa

ngwanyana,nkagobetsaandlockyouinhere

untilyouhavehealedbutI'lldecidenotto

becauseyou'renotworthitsogoMercy.

Mercy:Soyou'regivinguponusthateasy?

Abaleng:Whyareyoustillstandinghere?

Hesatonthecouchrubbinghisheadashis

heartthuddedagainsthischest,helookedat

thekitchendoorseveraltimesbutrefusedto

followthroughwithit,minuteslatershewalked

passedhimholdingherbagandclosedthe

doorbehindher.Herubbedhiseyesandlaidon



hisbackforawhilethenhetookouthis

phone....

AtReneilwe'shouse....

Laterthatafternooniknockedonherdoorand

sheopened,fromherreddisheyesicouldtell

shehadbeencrying.

Reneilwe:(slowlyrubbedhertears)Iknowwhat

youaregoingtosaybutyoudon'tunderstand.

Me:(shookmyheadandsat)Pleasemakeme

understand...(shesatandinoticedbruiseson

herneck)Whathappened?

Reneilwe:Hewasdrunkanditriedtalkingto

himaboutthatgirl,hegotangryandwestarted

fighting.

Me:Youmeanhestartedbeatingyou?You



havetoleavethisman...Idon'tunderstandthis

love.Amancanneverbeatyoulikethisifhe

lovesyouNey.Mogapiisgoingtoofarnow,it's

enoughthatheischeatingbutbeatingyou?

Reneilwe:GaokakewathaloganyaNaledi,

you'renotinarelationship.

Me:Therehastobesomethingbetterthanthis

outthere.

Reneilwe:Thegrassisn'talwaysgreeneronthe

othersideandeveryrelationshipgoesthrough

hell,Ihavetobestrong.

Me:Whyshouldyoubethestrongone?Mogapi

waaitsegoreoilwakebojalwwhyshouldhe

drinkandcomehere?Andwhyshouldyouopen

thedoorforhim?

Reneilwe:Youwouldn'tunderstand..

Me:(sighed)Fine,whyaren'tyouready?Didn't

yougetmymessage?Maduoiscomingtopick

meup,idon'tknowwhatshehasinmindbuti



wantyoutocomewithme.Youneedtogetout

ofthehouse...

Reineilwe:Lookinglikethis?No...I'mfine,i

wanttolaydown.

Me:You'renotlayingdownandleavingmeto

gowithdrunkards,theywillbedancingand

socialisingwhileilookweirdbymyself,ineed

anotherweirdo....(Igotupandpulledherup)

Getup....Let'sgowagothapa.

Shefollowedmetothebathroomwhereifilled

thetubforher,sheslowlytookdownherrobe

carefulenoughnottorubherbruises...Myskin

crawledasistaredatthedarkreddishlashes

onherback....

Me:(coveredmymouth)OhmyGod,whatwas

hewhippingyouwith?



Reneilwe:(steppedinthetubandslowlysat

down)Hisbelt...

Me:(movedcloser)Ammelebantelekgagola

letalojaananewena?Thisisn'tabelt...Areyou

sure?

Reneilwe:It'sabelt,letenghagodimogabolao...

Me:Ineverknewabeltcoulddothis,Reneiyou

havetoreportthis...Didyouseeyourback?You

looklikeJesus...Literally

Reneilwe:Reporthimandwhat?Idon'thavea

job,howwillIpaymyrent?

Me:Youcouldsellsomethingorhavea

business-

Reneilwe:Itriedallthatandpeopledon'tpay

me,stocksamakeupsetengmo,peopleprefer

tobuyfromshopsbesideseveryoneisselling

products...I'mnotabusinessperson...Mogapi

ispayingmyrent,hegivesmehisATMcard...

HisangeristheonlyminorproblembutI'msure



hewillgrowup.

Me:(tearfully)Soyou'renotgoingtoreporthim

again?(shekeptquietanditookoutmyphone)

I'mcallingmybrothermaybehe-

Reneilwe:Pleasedon'tdothat...I'lldealwithit

bymyself.

Me:(sighedandputmyphonebackinthe

pocket)Reneilweidon'twanttoseeyoudieor

havesomekindofadisabilityatthehandsofa

man.That'sallicansaytoyou...(therewas

shortmomentofsilence)Doyouhavecotton

woolsothatIcanwashthosecutsandapply

somethingonyourback?

Reneilwe:Inthebedroom..Topdrawer..

Iwalkedinthebedroomandgotthethingsi

neededthenipausedlookingathisbeltlaying

onthemessedupbed,ithadnometalringandI

couldn'timaginetheamountofpainshewent



through...

Outsidethehouse.....

AwhilelaterDitsameparkedthecarandrana

lipstickonherlipsasMaduosteppedout

pullingdownhershorttightdress..

Maduo:It'ssoquiet...

Ditsame:Theybetterbereadyandwelldressed,

Idon'tevenknowwhywehavetogoasagroup

okareremagwane.Nalediisprobablygoingto

comelookinglikeBigmamakanaMadeawith

oneofherbigdresses.

Maduo:(pausedandstaredather

disappointedly)Really?

Ditsame:(closedherlipstickandzippedher

purse)whatever...Thisisaveryseriousparty,i



don'twanttolooklikealowlif-(quicklysmiled)

Heylovies.....Bochoma..

Weapproachedthecarsmilingandgotinthen

shereversedanddroveoff...

Maduo:HeyNey...Howareyoufeeling?

Ney:(smiled)I'mfine...

Ditsame:(smiled)Heylovies,youlook

beautiful...Areweready?

Me:Wherearewegoingagain?

Maduo:SomewhereinMaun...

Ditsame:(laughed)Myfriendgotinvitedtoher

friend'spartyandsheinvitedme,apparentlythe

guywonatenderforroadconstructionsoact

classybecauseobviouslyhisfriendsareofthe

samestandard.WearegoingtomeetMaun's

highrollers.



Me:(laughed)I'mnotgoodwithcrowdedplaces

Reneilwe:(rubbedthefoundationonmyjaw)

You'refinejustrelax...(forgotandleanedback

thensheflinched)Ouch...

Attheparty....

Minuteslaterweallsteppedoutofthecar,my

shoegotstuckandialmosttrippedbutMaduo

andReneiheldmebothways,Ditsameglaredat

meandledusin....

Maduo:(whispered)Ihavealwayswantedto

seethisyard...

Reneilwe:Metoo...

Me:Why?

Maduo:Justtoseehowtheroyalchildrenlive,



thishousekeyangwanawagakgosi.

Me:KgosiyaBatawana?

Maduo:Yesdummyhei...

Me:Ehe,Idon'tknowMaun'sfamouspeople.

Asweapproachedthecrowditrippedonthe

lawnpathwaypavement,thegirlsheldme

again....

Ditsame:(annoyed)Owetserurikejone

bokimakimajobokana,youhavetolosesome

weight.Onedayyou'llfallinfrontofeveryone

andembarrassus...

Maduo:whosaysithasanythingtodowithher

weight?

Ditsame:Itdoes,canwestopsugarcoating

things,sheisfatandit'snotattractive.You

knowyouwanttosayit,justbecauseyoudon't



doesn'tmeanyouareanangel.

Reneilwe:Ditsameakoobuisesenteyo

mongwe,kooreoikutwaobuwasentehelao

raayomongweoreomokimakima.

Ditsame:Thereisnothingwrongwithwhati

said,ifyouarefatyou'refat..Beingfatmakes

youlookold.Size36isn'tajokeforherage,she

hasskinhangingoutlikeshejusthadababy

I'msurepeoplearewonderingwhyweare

partyingwithourmotherkaibilegaaitsego

aparajaana,youknowyou'rethinkingaboutit.

Maduo:Nnyaammastopincludingusinyour

evilthoughts

Ditsame:GapeIt'smycarthatwillneedfixing

becauseNaledioehetsadishocko,ifyou're

goingtobefatatleastownacarandstop

lettingyourweightbringothersdown.

Me:Iheardyou...(tearfully)Iheardyou,you

don'thavetosayallthat,I'llgetataxihomeif



it'slikethat.Idon'tknowwhyicamehere

anyway.

Maduo:(sighed)Naledidon'tmindher,let's

celebrateyourjobandhavefun.

Mythroatdriedupaswewalkedthroughthe

crowdandheadedtothecouchesbythe

screenwall...WesatdownasDitsame'sfriend

walkedoverinherelegantdressholdingaglass

ofwine,theyexchangedcheekkisses...

Her:(smiled)Heyladies...Tsitsiyoudidn'ttell

meyouwouldbringsomanypeople...

Ditsame:(rolledhereyes)IinvitedMaduoand

sheinvitedthemso....

Her:(smiled)Noit'scool,I'lltalktomyfriend

andorganiseyouguyssomedrinks...(tous)

Ladiesthefirst3glassesarefree...What'syour



poison?

Ditsame:Doyoutheyhaveexoticdrinks?

Her:(smiled)Don'tworrybooigotyou,iknow

whatyouwant..

Maduo:BringmeAmarula,um...Youknowwhat

makeitJackDanielle's

Her:(laughedshakingherbumholdingher

glasshigh)Uyeeeh....Lona?

Me:Um....Anyjuiceisfine.

Reneilwe:Sameashers...

Her:(frowned)U-kay...Alrighty...I'llbebackand

ladiespleasemingle...Feelathome,don'tbe

shy....

Asiturnedaroundmyeyesfellontheguyimet

earlier,Irecognisedhisbeardandsmileashe

laughedchattingwithotherguysholdinga

glassofwine.Mmmh...Helookedmuchbetter



withoutacap.

Reneilwe:(smiledandelbowedme)Stap....Oh

myGod,hewillnoticeyougogglingathim...

Maduo:(turnedandsmiledlookingathim)

Hahahawow....thebannalongsleevet-shirtsdi

tshwanelabanna,hanneelekannankabo

bannabothemoBotswanabaaparalikethis

guy...Keratajangmonnayoerengaapere

simpleaboarwalalechesalelewhite...

(pouting)Nxaawwww....

Ditsame:(turnedandsmiled)KeBakang?Hee

kanaompatagorelonaa...

Me:Doyouallknowhim?

Maduo:Whodoesn'tknowhim?

Reneilwe:(laughed)ClearlyNaledidoesn'tknow

him...

Me:Hewantedtogivemearidethismorning



onmywayfromworkandistupidlyrefused...

Ibilelenkgakolotse,nekelebetseleinalagagwe

mmenealempoleletse,heevenaskedmeto

sayhiwhenIseehim...

Aladywalkedoverwithatrayandhandedus

ourdrinksthenshewalkedintothecrowdas

everyonescreamedatthenewhittheDJwas

playing...

Ditsame:(laughedmockingly)Wait,Sowarehe

wantedtogiveyouaride?Hahahastopit...

Lesagoipatelamothomma...

Reneilwe:(annoyed)Whatissohardtobelieve

aboutherstory?

Maduo:(sipped)Guysdon'tstartagain...

Ditsamestop...

Ditsame:(laughed)Noseriously...Howmanyof



youactuallybelieveBakangwantedtogiveher

aride?Showhands....(Reneiliftedherhand)

evenshedoesn'tbelieveherownstoryshe

didn'traiseherhand

Maduo:(stoodupandsippedherdrink)Thisis

stupid,I'mgoingtodance...

Ditsame:(sippedherwineandgrabbedher

wrist)No,wait...AreBakangwammata,doyou

believeher?

Me:Ineversaidhewantedme,heofferedmea

ride.

Ditsame:(laughed)Youwantmetobelievethat

theeprincewantedtogiveyouaride?Haha...

Really?Youofallpeople?Usheem...

Me:(toRenei)Ishepartoftheloyalfamily?

Reneilwe:Heisthechief'sson...

Me:Ididn'tknowthat,ineverpayattentionto

royalwhatwhat...



Ditsame:(laughed)Kooresetseoiponaole

futurequeenyaBatawanawenamoghirl...

Heedu...BareBakangoneampata

Me:(angrily)KantekerileBakangwaampata?

Gosiameheneverofferedmearide,wenever

metbefore....

Ditsame:(laughed)Eebuannetehelaotogele

goyaka,Bakangcan'twantyou...Thereare

morewomenforhimtochoosefromandit

can'tbeyou,idon'tknowifyouhaveseenhis

mother,sheishalfyoursizeandyouknowwhat

theysayaboutboysandtheirmothers...Mmmh?

Maduo:Ditsamethat'senough,canwejointhe

party?Nnakebatagobina...

Reneilwe:KantemmeNalediorileBakangwa

mmatanebatho?Gapewhywouldn'thewant

her?AndnoonehaseverseenBakang's

girlfriend,hemightevenbegayforhimtobe

notmarriedathisagebecauseweallknow



banabadikgosibanyalaearly.

Ditsame:Nyaannagakemogotsedintsiijust

don'twantherlyingtoussayingBakangoffered

heraride,eokaegana.Katswaresaitse

girlfriendyagagwemmeweseehimsmiling

andflirtingwithwomen,heisnotgayandhe

didn'tofferyouaride.

Me:(sighed)Iwanttogohome...I'mbored

Maduo:Bestieyouknowiloveyoubutican't

leave,imeantheysaidfreedrinks...Meaningi

cantasteallkindsofwines.

Ditsame:Nekesareotsamaemma...(walking

awayliftingherglassscreamingalongwiththe

crowd)Cheerstofreakingweekend...

Crowd:(screaming)I'lldrinktothatyeahyeah.....

Everyonejoinedherandsangliftingtheirglass,

Bakanglaughedfacingourdirectionand



pausedstaringatmethenheturnedawayand

continuedchattingwithhisfriends....

Reneilwe:(movedtothechairclosertomine)

wecanleavetogether,nnaDitsamewantena

(sipped)let'sfinishourdrinksand-ohmyGod

heiscoming...(Itriedtoturnbutsheheldmy

headandwhispered)don'tlook!Hewillknow

wearetalkingabouthim.

Iquietlysippedmydrinkwithastrawasmy

heartpounded,herubbedupagainstmeashe

satslidinghisglassonthetable...

Bakang:Naledi,right?

Me:(smiled)Yes...

Bakang:Soyourefusedtogetaridefromme

butyoucancometomyhouse?ShouldIthrow



youout?

Me:(smiled)Ihavecometoseekforgiveness

yourroyalhighness.

Bakang:(laughed)Oatsenwawaitse...(stood

upandtookmyhand)comehere,letmeshow

yousomething...

Me:(gaveNeymypurse)Holdthis...

Iheldmylongdressfollowinghiminsidethe

houseasheheldmyhandfirmly,Reneilwe

smiledandstuckhertongueouttriumphing,i

smiledsecretlyandgotridofthesmileashe

turnedlookingatme...

Bakang:amiwalkingtoofast?

Me:No,it'sfine...

Bakang:Areyouwearingheels?



Me:No,flatshoes...

Hepausedatthestoopandsquattedbeforeme

holdingmyfeet....

Bakang:Takethemoff...

Hetookoffbothofmyshoesthenheheldmy

handandledmeinthehousethroughthe

passage...Ilookedattheframedpicturesofhis

largefamilyandhischildhoodblackandwhite

pictures...

Me:Whosehouseisthis?

Bakang:It'smine,why?

Me:It'stoobigforoneperson,Whereisyour

wife?



Bakang:I'mnotmarried...

Me:YouknowwhatImean

Bakang:Ohthat..

Me:So..Whereisshe?

Bakang:I'mholdingherhand..

Me:(sarcastically)Veryfunny...

Bakang:Canwetalkaboutitanothertime?

Me:No

Bakang:(hesmiledlookingatme)Iwasn't

reallyaskingyou...

Wewalkedthroughthekitchendoorintothe

backyardwheretherewasasmallpool...Helet

goofmyhandandpulledouthist-shirt.He

threwitonthewhitebenchestogetherwithmy

shoesandtookouthisjeansremainingwitha

pairofboxershortsthenhedippedhisfeetin



thepoolwhileistaredathim...

Bakang:Youcantakeoffyourdress

Me:(frowned)What?no...

Bakang:Iwon'trapeyou...Wearejustrelaxing.

Me:(satonthebench)No,I'mfine...

Bakang:Atleastjustputyourfeetinthepool,i

don'tlikenoiseyoujustsavedfrommycousins.

Iwalkedoverandpulledmydressupthenisat

nexttohim,heturnedandunzippedmydressat

theback...

Me:(pushedhishandsuncomfortably)Stop...

Bakang:Youcanrelax,I'mnotgonnado

anythingtoyou,itwouldbealloverthenews...

Itlookstootighthapele.



Me:(iputmyhandsbehindmybackdropping

thezipper)Don'tbetootouchy...sowhereis

she?

Bakang:(laughedkickingthewater)Younever

forgetisee

Me:(laughed)Noidon't

Bakang:I'mnotinarelationship.

Me:Isee...(thelowerpartofmydressfellinthe

poolandidriedit)Oh...

Bakang:(laughed)That'swhyisaidtakeitoff...

(Iwasn'tgoingtolethimseemyfoldsandwhat

not)Youcanputonmyt-shirtorgetatowel

overthereifyoudon'twantmetoseeyou

naked.

Me:I'mfine...

Bakang:SowhoisNaledi?

Me:Nalediisasecondborn,Ihaveabigbrother

calledAbalengandalittlesister,hernameis



Arona.Iwasraisedbyasingleparentthough

sheismarried,Myfatherleftwhenwereyoung.

Bakang:Whatdoyoudo?

Me:(thankGodifoundajob,itwouldbe

embarrassingtosaynothing)IamanITofficer,

whataboutyou?

Bakang:Iamanauditor...What'syourtwo

worstfearsinarelationship?

Me:I'dsay,meetingaviolentmanwhoalso

cheatsandthenhavingchildrenwithan

immaturemanwhoendsupabandoninghis

ownchildren.

Bakang:Howdoyouknowmycousin?Doyou

partyalot?

Me:Notreally,idon'tevenknowwhoseparty

thisis.

Bakang:Mycousinwonatenderwiththe

government,heisblowingthemoneybefore



thejobevenstarts,youthofBotswana...

Me:(laughed)Oh,ididn'tknowthat.iwas

forcedtocomehereto"celebrate"myjob,ijust

gothiredtoday.

Bakang:(smiled)Uhreally?Thiscallsfora

celebration...(Hewalkedovertohispantsand

madeacall)Hey....Willyoubringmeabottle

of...(staringatme)Uhjuiceandmydrink?....

I'msittingbythepool.Yeah,thanks....Sure.

Heputthephonedownandwalkedover,i

kickedthewaterashejoinedme....

Bakang:I'mgoingtothefarmtomorrow,Ihave

beenaskedtodropoffthathayyousawinthe

car...Willyoucomewithme?

Me:Um....Idon'tknow...

Bakang:(laughed)Don'tyoutrustme?



Me:(laughed)Idon'tknow...Ijust...howfarisit?

Bakang:It'sathreehourdrive...

Me:It'sjusttodropthemoffandcomeback?

Bakang:Yeah,Ihavetobebackandpreparefor

Gaborone.ItravelalotbetweenGaboroneand

Maun.Iworkwithalotofprivatecompanies

andNGOs.

Me:Isee...

Aladywalkedoverholdingatrayandputitnext

tous...

Bakang:Thanks...

Her:Anythingelse?

Bakang:No,wegood.Otswaleautwa...Don't

letanyonethisside.

Her:(walkingaway)Okay....



Hepouredmyjuiceinaglassandhandeditto

methenheclickedhisbottleonmyglass....

Bakang:Congratulationsonyournewjob...

Me:Thankyou...

Bakang:Youstillhaven'tansweredme...Will

youcomewithme?

Me:(Icoveredmymouthandsneezed)Yeah...

I'llcome...

Bakang:(gotoutofthepoolandpickedhis

jacket)Otshabaserame...Let'sgooverthere..

Heheldmyhandandhelpedupthenheputa

bigtowelaroundme,Ihavetoadmitiwas

fallingwaydeeperthaniwassupposedtoand

itscaredthehelloutofme...



Bakang:(heldmyhandfirmly)Whyareyou

quiet?

Me:(smiled)Nothing...Umyounevertoldme

yourfearsinarelationship.

Bakang:(laughed)Idon'thavefears,ihave

rules.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Bakang:I'mjoking,ithinktheonlyfearihaveis

notbeingabletoimpregnateawoman,that

wouldcrushmylittleego...Idon'tknowhowI

wouldsurvivethatbecauseIbelievein

bloodlines.

Me:Royalpeoplebelieveinthatkindof

nonsense.

Bakang:(laughed)butidon'thaveinterestin

beingachieforanythingrelatedtothat,ididn't

gotoschooltorulepeoplebesidesthatmy



fatherisjustanactingchiefandihaveatotally

differentdreamfromallthesetraditionalthings

(hetookpillowsoffthehammock)Laydown...

Me:(lookingattheropes)BakangI'mvery

heavy,won'tit-

Bakang:Akoorobale...Oabuaakere?

Ilaidonthehammockfacingthefullmoonand

starsonthesky,helaidnexttomeandpulled

myheadoverhischestswingingus...

Inthefrontyard....

LateronReneilweplayedwithherstrawlooking

ateveryonedancinghavingagoodtime,her

phonerangandshesteppedoutside...



Reneilwe:Hello?

Mogapi:(angrily)Whereareyou?

Reneilwe:I'moutwithNaledi.

Mogapi:Letmetalktoher

Reneilwe:Sheisbusy

Mogapi:Soit'slikethat,Whoareyoureallywith?

Reneilwe:MogapiisaidI'mwithNalediand

Maduo

Mogapi:Proveit,letmetalktoanyofthem

Reneilwe:Theyaredancing...

Mogapi:I'mgoingtodealwithyou,youthinkI'm

playingwithyou?

Shehungupandwalkedintothecrowd,Maduo

heldherhandssingingalongwiththeloud

music....



Maduo:Hoooldmyhaaaand.…babeyoucan

holdmyha-

Reneilwe:(screamingabovetheloudmusic)

Comehere...

Maduo:(missedastepandalmostfell,Renei

heldher)Girlilovethissong...IloveAkon,heis

socute.....

Reneilwe:You'redrunkMaduo...(pulledupher

chin)IhavetogoMogapiisangry...

Maduo:(crying)IjustloveAkon...(kissed

Reneilweonthecheekandhuggedher)This

songmakesmesad...

Reneilwe:(helpedhersit)Stayhere,I'mgoingto

findDitsam-Hey....Ditsame?!

Ditsame:(walkedover)What?

Reneilwe:Canyoudropmehome?Maduohad

enoughaswell,idon'twanttoleaveherbehind

likethis.



Ditsame:Otaatshelapetrol?

Reneilwe:IthoughtMaduofueledup

Ditsame:forcominghere,bathongkoloigae

tsamaekammu,whydopeoplewhodon'thave

carsalwaysassumeP30isenough?Whydon't

youaskNaleditofuelupakeresheissleeping

withBakang?Kooreletsamayanna,lepalama

nnafromtherelentseelamonna?Bakangwas

lookingatmeearlierbutthatdidn'tbotheryou-

whereisourgirlcode-

Reneilwe:Gosiamemma...Goshap...I'llsee

whattodo...

Maduo:(laughed)Aefotshekman,Rekalapa

kegolopelaCorrollaeelelaamaotwanagae

turnerkwa....(Ditsamewalkedawaywhile

Maduoincreasedhervoice)WareBakangne

agobatamonyana?Comebackhere....Iheard

royalboyspreferassandyou'reassless

sweetheart...Hewantsasswautwa



monyana?gaoswabe,tsamaamoloi!

Reneilwe:(staringher)Kanteneesegorewa

lelawena?(unzippedapurse)Yagoilabiri

tota...zipthatbigmouthbeforeyougetus

kickedout.IhopeNaledileftherphonesothati

cancallherbrother

Maduo:Idon'twanttogo,it'snicehere...

(sippedwineandshookherheadblinking)Let's

godance....

Reneilwe:SitdownMaduo,togakegongataka

phonee(dialedAbaleng)It'sringing...

Abaleng:Hey...

Renei:Hi,thisisReneilwe.Nekekopagoreote

goretsayakoMatapaneng,thegirlwhogaveus

aridechangedandwedon'thavemoney.

Abaleng:(gotup)Alright,Sdudhaokae?(they

bothlaughed)Leskabelesietsennakebojalwa.

Renei:(laughed)shedidn'tdrink.



Abaleng:I'llbethereinaminute...

Inthebackyard...

Swingingonthehammockhelpedmerelaxand

beingthatclosetohimwaslikeheaventome,

hesmelledgoodandienjoyedthevibrationof

hischestashespokewithadeepvoice....

Bakang:Whydon'tyoukeeplonghair?

Me:Iwasn'tworking,moririwaaturasoihadto

cutit.

Bakang:Monthendodiresomethinglittle

longer...

Me:Idon'tlikelonghairstyles,itgetsme

sweaty-

Bakang:Butilikesomethinglong...



Abalengwalkedoverastheladywhoservedus

earlierfollowedhimholdingatray...

Her:Mothowamodimooneisallowedthis

side...

IleapedupfromBakang'schestwhileheslowly

satupstaringatAbaleng.…

Bakang:(loweredhisvoice)Whoisthat?

Me:It'smybrother...(whispered)Don'tsay

anything...

Igotupandwalkedover...

Abaleng:(staringatme)Areyouokay?



Me:Yeah,I'mfine.

Abaleng:(handedmemyphone)Neverleave

yourphonebehindwhenyou'rehangingaround

peoplelikethis.Idon'ttrustanyoftheseguys.

Whenareyougoinghome?

Me:Inashortwhile...

Abaleng:ReneilweandMaduoaskedmetotake

themhome,onteletseifyouneedaride.And

becareful,thesepeoplethinktheyareabove

thelaw.

Me:okay...

HewalkedawaytheniwentbacktoBakang.

AtMaduo'shouse....

MinuteslaterAbalenglaidheronthebedand



stoodback,Reneitookhershoesoffand

coveredherup,henoticedabitofbloodonher

back...

Abaleng:Whathappenedtoyourback?

Renei:(turnedandswitchedoffthelights)

Nothing,iscratchedmyself...

Hekeptquietasshelockedthedoorandgotin

thecarthenhedroveout,herphonerang...

Renei:Hello....I'mcoming......IsaidI'm

coming....(shehungupandhecalledagain)

hello?....I'mcoming...sheisnothere...

Abaleng:Hangupthephone.

Renei:(toMogapi)It'sNaledi'sbrother.

Abaleng:Hangupthephone!



Shehungupandsighed...

Renei:Sorry...

Abaleng:Arealmandoesn'tputscarsonhis

womanbecausehetakesprideinherbeing

smooth,trustme.Thisguyisapieceofshit.

Renei:Hesaidheisgoingtodealwithme...

Abaleng:IfyouneedaplacetosleepI'lltakethe

couchbutyouhavetoreporthimfirstthingin

themorning,thatmakeupdidn'tcoveranything

koorehelagobosigo.Willyoureporthim?

Renei:Yeah...

Athome....

Thenextmorningistretchedmybackyawning



andopenedthewindows,mymotherwas

alreadysweepingtheyard.Iputonmy

phataphataandwalkedovertoher....

Me:Goodmorning...

Mama:Goodmorning,youneverwakeupthis

late,whathappenedlastnight?

Me:(smiled)Nothing...Iwaschattingallnight

withafriend.Heisthechief'ssonandheasked

metoaccompanyhimtohisfather'sfarmtoday,

isaidyes..

Mama:(pausedandstraighteneduplookingat

me)Idon'ttrustrichpeoplemygirl,ifhedoes

somethingtoyouleilegonekoonoonewilldo

anythingtohimbecausethesepeoplehavea

wayofgettingawaywitheverything.

Me:Itwon'ttakelong...

Mama:Kanterebuakamorakakanapolasi?



Me:Idon'tknow,isthereadifference?

Mama:Kanadipolasitsabathobadikgakala

Nalediwaaitsetotangwanaka?Onceyouarein

you'llbeathismercy(Ikeptquiet)Howlong

haveyouknownhim?

Me:Wemetyesterday

Mama:Manyyearsago,therewasayoung

womanthatthelatekgosiwantedtomarry

backwhenhewasjustayoungmanbutshe

disappearedandwasneverfounduntilnow,

rumourssayshehadcheatedonhimandhe

killedherintheirfarm,hisfatherwhowasa

kgosiatthattimemadealltheevidence

disappearandsenthissontoschoolinSouth

Africa,whenhecamebackhemarriedanother

woman.Thatyoungwomanwasneverfound

untiltoday...

Me:Itsoundslikeafolktalemama,whydidn't

thepoliceinvestigate?Thesearejustthings



peoplesayaboutroyalfamilies,remember

peoplebelievedIanKhamacouldturnintoalion

whenhewasinthebush,it'sjuststories.

Nowadaysbeingfromaroyalfamilyislike

nothing,they'renotspecialoranything,maybe

theywerelikethatmanyyearsagobut

nowadaystheynot.

Mama:Ijustdon'ttrustrichpeopleespecially

theirsons,theygetintotroubleandtheirfathers

shieldthem.Youdon'thaveafather,if

somethinghappenstoyouthereI'lljustcry

myselftosleep.

Me:Bakangisnotlikethat...

Mama:Istilldon'tunderstand,Whywouldhe

chooseyououtofallthewomeninMaun?I'm

suretherearegirlshegrewupwithandwentto

schoolswith,whydidn'thetakethem?Gape

enegaanagirlfriendalekana?(staringatme

worried)Doyoureallytrusthim?



Me:Idon'tknowhimthatwellbutihaveagood

feelingabouthimmama.Nnakebatago

tsamaaleene...

Mama:(reluctantly)Okay.Youcango...

Me:(smiled)Thankyou...

Mama:(sadly)Justbecarefulandalways

rememberthatifyou'reinanareawhereyou

don'thavecontrolyousubmittosurvive.

Ididn'tcareaboutherlastwordsiwasjust

excitedshegavemeherblessing,Ispentthe

wholemorningdoingmylaundrythenitooka

longbathshavinganyhaironmybody.

Lateroniputonmybestclothesandsatin

frontofthemirrorstaringatmyself,icouldn't

stopblushingorpractisingmybestsmiles...My

phonerangandijumped...



Me:Hey

Reneilwe:Hi...

Me:(sighed)Ohitsjustyou...howdidyousleep?

Mogapigagotshwenya?

Reneilwe:No,I'mfine.

Me:Bakangaskedmetoaccompanyhimtohis

father'sfarm.

Reneilwe:Ijoobecarefulmma,gatwethese

peoplecandoanythingtoyouonceyou'rethere.

Me:(rolledmyeyes)Notyoutoo.

Renei:(laughed)Akeregatwelesikalabogosile

nalediphiritsediboitshegangretaareng...

Me:(laughed)kemaakaheladilotseo.

Renei:(laughed)Akere..Anywayenjoyyourself

mylove,kegoratelaBakangandhebetternot

beplayingyoukabannabatricky.



Me:Yeah,bye...Ochekeletagwaleele.

Renei:(laughed)I'llcheckonherlater...Bye

Hourspassedwhileiwaitedandhedidn'tcallto

atleastpostpone,notevenanSMSbutididn't

wanttocallhimandlookdesperate.Ifinally

decidedtotakeoffmyclothes...

Mama:(walkedin)Uhu,ithoughtyoulongleft.

Me:(unhookedmybra)Lookslikehechanged

hismind...(myphonerangandijumped)Hello?

Bakang:Hey,I'msorryiwasheldupsomewhere,

I'monmyway.Pleasetellmeyouhaven't

changedyourmind

Me:Butit'slatenow,it'slike3pmragoboa

nakomang?

Bakang:Wewillbebackintime,don'tworry

aboutit.Wheredidyousayiturnagain?



Me:TurnyaVDC...

Bakang:Alright,I'llbethereinaminute...

Ihungupandputonmyclothes,minuteslateri

peakedoutsideandsawhiscaratthegate,I

gotmyhandbagandhuggedmymotherasshe

stoodbythedoorframefeelingweird...

Mama:Pleasetakecare...

Me:(walkingout)Iwill...

Iapproachedthecarasherolleddownthe

windowandleanedoveropeningthedoorfor

me,Ijumpedinandclosedthedoorthenhe

rolledupthewindowsanddroveoff...

Bakang:Hey...



Me:Hi..

Bakang:I'mreallysorryforbeinglate,Igotheld

upsomewhere

Me:Nexttimejustcallme,ispentthewhole

daydressedup.

Bakang:Iunderstand,I'msorry

Me:It'sokay...

Bakang:Therearedrinksinthecooleraaaand.....

(reachedinthebackandputagiftboxonmy

lap)That'sforyou...

Me:(smiledandshookit)Wow...Whatisit?

Bakang:(laughedandputitinthebackseat)

You'llopenitwhenwegetthere...

Me:(laughed)Uhnnakebatagobonagoreke

eng...

Bakang:(smiled)No...Justhaveadrinko

togelegoithomodisapelo.



Ihaddrinkafterdrinkaswedroveforhours

listeningtomusicandchattinguntilifell

asleep....

Lateronthecarhitabumpandigotup

yawning,irolleddownthewindowlookingat

thethickbushes...

Bakang:Hey...

Me:Wherearewe?

Bakang:wearealmosthere...

Hesloweddowninfrontofthetallestgateihad

everseen,hesteppedoutandunlockedthree

bigsilverhighsecuritypadlocks...Onthegate

wasabigboardwrittenPRIVATEPROPERTY,

NOTRESPASSINGALLOWED.ENTERATYOUR



OWNRISK.…Ilookedbothwaysandthefence

wasendless....

Bakang:(kickedtheothergatewhilepushing

another)Babecanyoudrive?

Me:Yeahbutidon'thavealicence

Bakang:Jumpoveranddrivethrough...

Imovedoveranddrovethroughthesandyroad

almostgettingstuck,helockedallthepadlocks

andjumpedinthepassengerseat....

Bakang:Let'sgo,thereisanotheroneashort

distancefromhere...

Me:Whatisthisplace?

Bakang:(laughed)It'safarm...

Me:Whatkindofafarm?thefencedoesn't



end...Youpeopletooktheentireland.Le

maburu?

Bakang:(laughed)Heheiya...Don'tbetooslow,

ifwegetstuckinthesandyou'rediggingotaa

baka..

Iincreasedmyspeedandslowedatanother

gatethenhesteppedoutandunlockedit,this

onehadtwopadlocks.Idrovethroughand

Afterlockinghecametothedriversside...

Bakang:(laughed)Moveoverdiheletse

Me:(moved)Ehennakaresantsewagolotolla

gapekopele...

Bakang:(laughed)that'snotfunny...

Wedrovealongthefenceforaquitesometime

directlyfacingthesoftorangesunwhichwas



nowsubmerging,ipulleddowntheshadeand

lookedatmyphone,therewasn'tasinglebarof

network...

Me:Gagonanetworkkwano?

Bakang:No,thereisanetworkspotwayback...

Me:Iwantedtotalktomymother.

Bakang:Gagonanetworkkwano.

Iputmyphonebackinthepurseandputmy

amsonthedoorstaringattheendlessfence...

Me:It'sgettingdark...Howfararewe?

Bakang:Wearealmosttherebutreboaka

Sunday...

Me:(turnedtohim)What?

Bakang:(sippedwineandkepthiseyesonthe



road)Yeah...............

[09/24,19:04]Ron:Co-wife

#2

Athome....

Shewaitedbythesofasuntil11pm,she

couldn'tbringherselftosleepthenshedialed

thenumberagainhopingtogothrough...

Voice:WelcometotheOrangenetwork,the

subscriberyouhave-

Her:(shookherheadandcutthecall)God

please...

Sheheardplasticsoutsideandleapedup,she

movedthecurtainsandlookedoutside...Itwas



justtheneighbour'sdog.Sheputonhershoes

andwenttoknockonherneighbour'sdoor.

Neighbour:(walkedoutsidewrappingherself

withatowel)UhuMaA,keengotaantshosa

jaanawena?

MaA:(sighed)Ihavealittlesituation,idon't

knowwhattodo.

Neighbour:(satonthestoop)Ee?

MaA:(satnexttoher)Naledileftwithkgosi's

son,hetookhertohisfather'sfarmandshe

wassupposedtobebackbutnowherphoneis

off.

Neighbour:Didyoutrytocalltheyoungman?

MaA:Idon'tknowhisnumber.Akakekabo

baahaborokokesaitsekongwanakealeng

teng...itriedtosleepbutican't,ikeep

wonderingwhatifI'msleepingheresnoring



whilemydaughterisbeingbrutalised.Idon't

trustrichpeopleespeciallybecausewearejust

nobodies,richpeoplealwaysdoterriblethings

topoorpeopleknowingwecan'tfightbackand

ourcasesgrowcoldinpolicestations.

Neighbour:Kanaobuamahokowaitse,doyou

rememberthestoryaboutaprincewhokilleda

girlbecauseshedisrespectedhim?Kgosiwa

nakoeogatweoneabipampakamabeleand

senthissontoschoolinsouthAfrica,whenhe

camebackhegotanotherwomanandmoved

onjustlikethat...

MaA:Haobonakesarobalekesonestoryseo,

Whatifthisboywantstodosomethingshe

doesn'tlikeandhegetsoffended?

Neighbour:Sowhatdowedo?

MaA:Iwasthinkingofgoingtohisfamilybuti

don'tknowifitwillbeappropriate,itwillbevery

disrespectfultowaketheentireroyalhouseat



thistime,whatshouldIdo?

Neighbour:Nnyaait'snotdisrespectful,hisson

tookyourdaughterandyouwantherback.Let

meputonmyclothesretsamae.

MaA:(dialedherson)LetmecallAbaleng

ategoreisa......

{{{Weinterruptedthisinserttoletyouknowthat

ifyou'reusingFacebooklitetoreadthestory

you'llalwaysgethalfthestory.Theprevious

insertendedwithLIKEANDSHAREifyoudidn't

seethatpartyoudidn'treadthewholeinsert,

useotherappslikebrowser,Opera,Facebook

forAndroid,etc.Apologiesfortheinterruption}}}

AtAbaleng'shouse.....

Hewalkedoverwithabowloficecreamand



handedReneilwethenhesatbehindherand

openedtheointment...

Abaleng:(unhookedherbra)Keagotshasa...

Renei:Okay...(atetheice-creamstaringatthe

screen)becareful...(flinched)ouch...Don't

presstoohard...

Abaleng:(laughed)NayIhaven'teventouched

you...Relax...

Hegentlymassagedherbackwiththeointment

ashispantsbegunjerking,hecouldseeabitof

herbreastfrombehindjustunderherarmpit...

Herubbedherslowlygoingclosertoherbreast

andcuppedit..Sheletgoofherbraashe

touchedbothofherbreastsfrombehindand

kissedherneck...Sheslowlyplacedthebowlon

thetableashegentlytwistedhernipples,he

turnedherheadandkissedherthenhisphone,



hepausedandgrabbeditsittingback...

Abaleng:(clearedhisthroat)Hello?

Mama:Boyboygakeagotsosangwanaka?

Abaleng:No...(tookadeepbreath)Iwas

watchingTV,iseverythingokay?

Mama:Ineedyoutodrivemeovertotheroyal

house,Naledileftwiththeirsonpromisingshe

wouldbebacksoonbutasyoucanseeit'svery

lateandherphoneisoff.Ican'tsleep.

Abaleng:I'monmyway.(Hehungupand

turnedtoher)didyoutalkNaledi?

Renei:ShesaidBakangaskedhertogotothe

farmwithhim.ThatwasthelasttimeIspoketo

her,shewassupposedtosendmepicturesof

herselfinthefarmandwhatnotbutshehasn't.

Issheokay?

Abaleng:Ihopeso...(stoodupandrepositioned



hisboner)Apararetsamae...(threwoverhist-

shirt)aparathist-shirt,itwon'trubagainstyour

skin..

Renei:ButIcamewithadressonly...

Abaleng:I'llfindyousomethingtowear,apara

Sheputitonashewalkedbackwithapairof

blackladiessweatpantsandthrewthemover...

Renei:(staringatthem)Whosearethey?

Abaleng:Canwejustgo?

Renei:I'mnotwearingyourexgirlfriend's

pants...whosearethey?

Abaleng:Theyarenothers,theybelongto

Arona.Babecomeon...mymotherisfreaking

out...Let'sgo..



Sheslidinandputonhissleepershoesashe

tookthekeysoutsidethelock,shewalkedout

andhelockedthedoor......

Renei:Oops,Iforgotmyice-cream...

Abaleng:Getinthecar,I'llbringit...

Hewalkedbackinandrefilledherbowlwith

moreicecream,threwintwostrawberriesand

afewgrapesthenhelockedthedoorandgotin

thecar....

Abaleng:(putthebowlonherlap)Remindme

togetyouatoothbrushleFaceclothatthe

fillingstationgaretswakwa...

Renei:Okay...(increasedthemusicvolume)I

lovethissong...

Abaleng:(smileddrivingout)Singitforme...



Renei:Idon'tknowhowtosing..

Abaleng:(laughed)Waaka,iusedtohearyou

twosinginginNaledi'sroom...Man,yourvoice

wassosexyandilovedyournavyblueslacksa

TsodiloCJSS,Youweresosexy...

Renei:(slappedhimlaughing)You'resucha

pervertlustingforaJuniorschoolstudent,your

littlesister'schildhoodfriendforthatmatter.

You'resick!

Abaleng:(laughed)Doyourememberthetimei

almostwalkedinonyouinthebathroom?

Renei:(laughed)Yesandyoupanicked

apologising...

Abaleng:Ididn'tsleepafterseeingyourtits,I

hadwetdreamsaboutyou.Icamethiscloseto

actuallymakingmovesonyoubuttheni

thoughtnomansheismylittlesister'sfriend.

Renei:(laughed)Uhbathong,youshouldhave

saidsomething,neketilegogodumela...



Abaleng:(smiled)Really?

Renei:(blushed)Youdidn'tthinkilikedvisiting

Naledijustforfriendshipdidyou?Iremember

thattimeotswaUBotetseNaledit-shirtyaAll

KasileAmakipkipaboonthomogelapeloo

nneelayagagoobonakephaphaletse,heeka

lalakeaperet-shirtyaAmakipkip...keenkga...

keesunasuna...(theybothlaughedloudly)Ka

modimo!Iwascrazyaboutyou.Whenihelped

Naleditodolaundryionlywashedyourclothes

andironedyours...

Abaleng:(laughed)Wow,really?Ineverthought

you'dfeelthatwayaboutme,alwaysthought

youseeabrotherinme...Odirtyminded..

Renei:(laughed)iwaschildish...

Abaleng:(lookedather)Don'tgobacktothis

guy,idon'twanttoseeyoulikethisagain.Move

backhome,ifit'saboutyounotworking.Your

motherwouldn'tlikeseeingyoulikethis,Does



sheknowaboutthis?

Renei:No

Abaleng:Movebackhome,onceyoufindajob

you'llmoveout.That'swhatparentsarefor,i

wouldn'tmindifyoumoveinwithmebecause

kennakele1butidon'tknowhowthiswill

affectyouandNaledi.…I'mfinewithanything

thoughI'dliketostaywithyou.

Renei:I'llmovebackhome,ificomehere

Naledimaysuspectsomethingandican'tlose

her,sheistheonlyfriendihave...

Abaleng:Iunderstand...

Heparkedatthegate,beforehecouldstepout

toopenthegatehismotherandtheirneighbour

walkedout.Reneilwequicklyhoppedinthe

backseatrespectfullyleavingthefrontseatfor

hismother....



Reneilwe:(whispered)It'sverylateragoraya

mamaagorerekebatanghalewenabosigo

bobokana?

Abaleng:Shit...Ididn'tthinkaboutthat,I'lltell

herijustpickedyouatyourhouseorsomething.

Reneilwe:Eejustsayyoupassedbytocollect

me.

Hismotheropenedthebackdoorandgot

surprisedlookingatReneiwhohadshame

writtenalloverher,shealsonoticedshewas

wearinghist-shirt...

Renei:(ashamed)Dumelang..

Her:(readbetweenthelines)Hellomygirl,goto

thefront.

Renei:kesiamekomorago,alennekopele.



Her:NogositinthefrontmyMaonei.Kebata

gonnalemangwanaagokomorago,wereyou

sittinginthebackthewholetime?

Renei:(avoidinghereyes)Nya-mma

Her:Thenit'syourseat,go...

Abalengshamefullystaredoutsidethecaras

theladiesgotin,Reneiclosedthedoor

uncomfortablytakingthefrontseat.Abaleng

droveoffasawkwardsilencetookover...

Neighbour:MaAwhatexactlyarewegoingto

saytothem?

Her:Idon'treallyknow...

Abaleng:Ithinkweshouldgotopolicerather

thanknockingonpeople'sdoorsatthistime,

whatiftheyhavedogs?

Her:You'reprobablyrightbutitwilllooklikewe



areaccusinghimofkidnapping.

Abaleng:Wejustwanttomakesurethatsheis

fine,thereisnothingwrongwiththat.…

Neighbour:Heisright.....

Afewminuteslaterheparkedatthepolice

station,Reneiremainedinthecarasthe

parentswalkedaway,Abalenghandedherthe

keysandglancedathismotherasshewalked

awaythenheleanedinandkissedher...

Renei:Doyouthinkshenoticedanything?

Abaleng:(smiledandkissedheragain)of

course,you'rewearingmyt-shirtandthereisa

bowlofIcecreamonthedashboard.Mymother

isthequickestmotheryou'llevercomeacross

butshewon'tsayanythingtoyouoranyone,

wagoitidimallahela.



Renei:(frowned)NowI'mgoingtofeelweird

whenivisitNaledi,kanakennahelakwakoore

tabentsearemonyanayootswapisaAbaleng

helagagonasepeha.

Abaleng:(laughedandkissedher)Youhavean

overactiveimagination...lockthedoors...

Heclosedthedoorandranafterhisparents.....

Atthefarm....

Itwasalmostmidnightanditwaspitchblack,i

couldhearthecattleandhorsesadistance

fromwherewewerestandingasIheldabig

heavytorchlightingforBakangwhilehefilled

thegeneratorwithpetrol,thesolarpanelpower

hadfinishedwhilewewerecleaningthehouse

andcooking...



Iturnedlightingthebigredtractorandgoton

it....

Bakang:(pausedpouring)Babeican'tsee..

Me:(turnedandlitforhimasitookaseaton

thetractor)Thisthingissohigh...Canyoudrive

atractor?

Bakang:(pouringthepetrol)Oskawakoo...

Me:Iwon'tfall...(pressingit'sbuttonslighting

around)Socanyoudriveit?

Bakang:Yeah...Iworkwiththeherdboys.Laita

kwano,kanteobuakadiata?

Me:(ilitforhimwhilestandingontheseat

lookingaround)workingwithherdboys?Wow

ok..Ithoughtyoustayedindoorswatching

cartoonseatingcheese...

Bakang:(lookedatmeandlaughed)Babekana



otaawa,waitse?Getdown...

Heclosedthepetrolcontainerandpulled

whateverhewaspullingseveraltimesthenthe

generatorstartedrunning,thelightscameon

andhewalkedoverasistruggledtogetdown,

hehelpedmedownandputhishandsonthe

tractorclosingmeinbetween...

Bakang:(staringinmyeyes)Thanks...

Me:(smiled)Forwhat?

Bakang:(smiledrubbingmychinlookingatmy

lips)Foragreeingtospendtheweekendwith

me

Me:(shyly)Youkidnappedme...

Bakang:(heslowlyranhisknuckleonmycheek

staringatmylips)Yeahbutthanksfornot

cryingaboutitandipromise,firstthinginthe



morningwegoingtocallyourmum...

Helickedhislipsandswallowed,iswallowed

lookingathislipsashebreatheddownonmy

facethenhemovedbackandliftedthepetrol

container....

Bakang:Let'sgo...

Iwasdesperateforhislipsandicouldn't

understandwhyhewastakingsolongtokiss

me...

Bakang:(turnedaround)iwantyoutowalkin

frontofme,therearesnakesaroun-

Me:(panickedandrantothefront)Snakes?

Whatkindofsnakes?



Bakang:(laughed)I'mkidding...Givemethe

torch..

Hegotthetorchandswitcheditoffaswe

approachedthecottage,itwasneatlybuiltwith

largethickpolesandbeautifulwindowsexactly

likethecottagesinmovies...Heheldmyhand

aswewalkedupthestaircase....

Bakang:Wagothapapeleakere?

Me:Isthewaterwarm?

Bakang:Yeah,iwarmeditbeforethesolar

panelwentout...

Me:ButIdidn'tcomewithanythingsese

thapang,notevenpanties

Bakang:Elegoreoisakaepantymasigo?You'll

washitandhangitinthebathroom,you'llseeit

inthemorning.



Me:(shookmyhead)Youhaditallplannedout,

didn'tyou?

Bakang:(smiled)honestly?yeah...Idid...

Me:Mxm...Kidnapper!

AttheRoyalhouse...

Justaftermidnightthedoorbellbuzzed,

Bakang'soldersisterwhowasbreastfeeding

hernewbornwenttothedoorandmovedthe

coverlookingthroughtheglass..Shenoticed

threepoliceofficersandtwowomen...

Her:Hello?

Constable:IamconstablePulane,maywetalk

youtoyouforaminute?



Sheunlockedandopenedthedoortyingher

robe...

Her:Dumeleng...MynameisResego,canihelp

you?

Constable:Isthechiefhome?

Her:Yes,what'sgoingon?Whathappened?

Constable:Thesewomenarelookingfortheir

daughter,apparentlyBakangaskedhertogo

withhimtothefarmbutshehasn'treturned

andherparentsareworriedbecauseherphone

isn'tgoingthrough.

Resego:Thereisnonetworkcoverageatthe

farmandMidowouldn'tdoanythingtoher,

maybehedidn'tfinishwhateverhewastodo

withtheherdboysanddecidedtospendanight.

MaA:Isthereawayicantalktothemjusttobe

sure?



Resego:Noma'am,unlesstheygotothe

networkspotandmakeacallbutit'sway

outsidethefarm.

Thechiefwalkedoverbuttoninghisshirtashis

wifefollowedhimtyingherpinkrobewitha

frown...

Chief:Whatisgoingon?

Resego:(turnedholdingthedoor)GatweMidoo

ilekangwanyanakofarmongandherparents

arelookingforher...

Chief:(steppedoutandshookeveryone'shand)

Hello?

Constable:(smiled)Dumelangkgosi...

MaA:(shookhishand)Kgosi...

Queen:(foldedherarmsstandingatthedoor)

GatweMidoorileng?



Chief:Pleasecomein...

Resego:(openedthedoorwider)Oh,Sorryfor

keepingyoustanding,wherearemymanners...

KoorekehakgamaditswekeMidogoreoka

tsaamothoasalaetsakolapeng.Pleasehavea

seat...

Theyallwalkedinthehouseandtookseats...

Constable:Eekgosiremomothaleng,these

womenarelookingfortheirdaughter,

apparentlyyoursontookhertothefarmand

hernumberisnotavailable.Herparentsare

worriedabouther,shewassupposedtobe

backbutshehasn'tsaidanything.Noneof

themknowwherethefarmi-

Queen:(foldedherarmsandleanedback

crossingherlegs)Elegorerebuakangwana

yookae?Issheunder16?



Constable:Nnyaammasheisnotateenager...

Sheis-

Queen:Soleretsosetsamosadihelayoo

kgonanggoitseeladitshwetso?Wasshetaken

forcefully?

Constable:Nobut-

Queen:Butwhat?Youdisturbedoursleep

becauseoftwoadultswhoknewwhatthey

weredoing?Youofficershavetimetowaste

waitse,youwastedthegovernment'sresources

comingherewhenyoucouldbechasingafter

thieves?

Chief:(glaredathiswifeandshegotthe

messageatonce)Iamsorrymmagwe-?

MaA:MmagweNaledi...

Chief:MmagweNalediI'msorrythatmysonput

youinthepositionofhavingtoberunning

aroundatmidnightlikethis,iunderstandyour

worries.Heknewtherewasnonetworkdown



thereheshouldhavetakenhertoanetwork

spotforhertoletyoushewasspendinganight

butigiveyoumyword,youhavenothingto

worryabout.Hewouldn'tharmher,ifyou

excusemefornowandgotobed,imyselfwill

driveallofustothefarmfirstthinginthe

morning.Wedon'thavetodragthepoliceinto

thisbecausewedon'tknowwherethese

childrenaregoingwiththisrunningaround.

Whoknowswhatwewillbenegotiatingas

familiesyearsfromnow,wewouldn'twantto

bediscussinggoodthingswithgrudges.

MaA:(sighedinrelief)kealebogakgosi,

mahokoagagoankgomoditse...I'llgoandwait

forthemorningtocome,thepolicewon'tbe

involvedagain.

Queen:Bakangneedstostoppickingwhatever

hefindsbythestreet,allthesewasn't

necessary.I'msuretheneighboursarenow

wonderingwhatisgoingonseeingpolicecars



inouryardatthistime.

MaA:Iexpectedyoutounderstandsinceyou

havedaughters,wouldn'tyoubeworriedifone

ofyourdaughterswasn'tcommunicatingwith

youwhensheisinanunfamiliarplace?

Queen:Youknowsheleftwithhim,Whycan't

youbelievehewouldn'tdoanythingtoher?I

wanttoseethisgirl,shemustbetheprettiest

littlegirlintheworldforyoutothinkmysoncan

rapeheranddoallsortsofthingstoher.Gare

tsenakwaphakelaBakangobulelangwanayoo

wagago,atsamaeleruribecauseidon'twant

toseepolicecarsinmyyardagain.Iam

offendedthatlebileditsengwanakemapodisi

likeheisarapist.

Chief:(toher)Pleasegotobed..I'lldealwith

this.

Queen:(stoodupandwalkedawaywithher

armscrossed)Kanannagakeutwasecurity



seretsosakareyou'retalkingaboutserious

matters,leeneyobarengMidoI'mgoingtotell

himtostayawayfromherandyoubettertell

yourdaughtertostayawayfrommyson,period!

Shedisgustmebeforeievenseeher

face....Gaobonaoretelakamapodisikabo12

jaananextthingwewillbereadinganarticlein

newspapersabouthekidnappedagirland

rapedherinthefarm,thisisthekindof

nonsensejournalistswant.Wearenotleaving

thepolicebehind,retsamayalebonesothat

theycanbeourwitnessesjustasyoubrought

themhere.Iwanttochasethatgirlrightinfront

ofthemsothattheycanseewedon'twant

her....

Shewentupstairsuntyingherrobe...

Kgosi:(sighed)I'msorryaboutthat,wewilltalk



inthemorning...Resegopleasegettheir

contacts...

Thetwoexchangedtheircontactsthenall

shookhandsandtheyleft...

Atthefarm.....

Meanwhileilaidonmytummywithatowelon

mybuttplayinggamesonmyphoneandeating

Simbachips,Hewalkedindryinghimselfwitha

towelandlaidhiswetcoldbodyonmyback

kissingmyneck...

Bakang:ThoughtI'llfindyouasleep...

Me:(staringatscreen)Iwaswaitingforyou...



Heplacedmyphoneontheoldheadboardthen

heturnedmearoundandstaredinmyface

layingontopofme,ismiledlookingupathis

face,iinstantlyknewIlovedhim...

Heheldmycheekandleanedoverkissing

me...thenhegotdownholdingmybreastand

swirleditwithhistonguethenhekissedme

againrubbingmyclits...Heliftedhimselfup

pullingdownhisshortsanddroppedhispipeon

me...

Bakang:Shit,iforgottobuycondoms,doyou

havecondomsinyourpurse?

Me:No,whywouldiwalkaroundwithcondoms?

Bakang:(swallowed)Shit...

Helookedatmeandilookedbackathim,Iwas



wetandicouldfeelhisbonerrightonmybelly...

Hardandready..Hisheartwasthuddingandi

couldfeeleverybeatonmybreast....Heleaned

overandkissedmethenheheldhispipeand

blockedmyentrance...Iclosedmyeyesand

heldmybreathashestretchedhisway

in....................

[09/24,19:04]Ron:Co-wife

#3

Atthefarm..

Thenextmorningislowlygotoffthebed

stretchingmyback,mythighsandneckwere

painfulbutmostofallmypinkpearlwassore

andwheniwalkedmildabdominalpainsstruck

me...Isatonthetableforaminuteandsighed

rubbingmyneckitwasasifiwasina

marathonthenightbefore...



Iwrappedmyselfwithatowelandstood

outsideonthestairwaylookingaround...He

wasnowaytobefound.

Iwalkedbackinsideandpreparedbreakfast,

aftereatingicleanedthehouseandfoundhis

walletandphone,isatonthebedtakingoutall

hiscards.IadoredhisIDphoto,hewasway

olderthanmethoughhelookedveryyoung,i

guessitexplainedhissexualexperience.He

hadabout5cardsfromdifferentbanks,

medicalinsurancecard,twonewAckerman's

andJetcards,quitealotofcardsithought,

theniputeverythingbackinthewalletandgot

hisphone.Iquicklyglancedatthedoorandi

clickedonitbutitwaspasswordprotected.I

heardahorseapproachingandquicklyput

thembacktheniwalkedoutwithmine.



Istoodbythestairwayadmiringhimasherode

thehorseover...Ismiledandstoleafew

picturesofhimonahorsethenIputitbackin

mypocket.Hegotdowntakingoffhiscap..I

walkedoverashetiedthehorseonalog,he

pulledmecloserandplantedakissonmy

foreheadthenoneonmylipsandatighthug...

Bakang:Hey...morning...

Me:(blushed)morning...

Hespankedhishorse'sthighandwhistled

probablythankingitfortheridethenhegrabbed

myhandandledmeinthehouse.Iadmiredhim

fromthebackasifollowedhiminthehouse.I

loveditwhenheheldmyhandleadingme

around....



Bakang:(puthiscaponthetable)whatareyou

cooking?Itsmellsgood...

Me:You'reluckyit'sstillwarm...

Iputhisbreakfastinacleanwhiteplateand

madeteatheniservedhimashetookaseat.

Bakang:(pushedthecupback)Idon'tdrinktea...

Me:Oh...(tookitandpoureditinthesink)I

didn'tknowthat...Wouldyoulikemilkoradrink?

Bakang:(eating)I'lldrinkwater...

Me:(pulledthechairandsatdown)Um...I'm

justcurious,whendidyoulastbreakupwith

yourex?

Bakang:(lookedatme)Idon'tknow,ithinklast

year,why?



Me:Justcurious

Bakang:Don'tbetoocuriousitcomesacross

asinsecuritiesandidon'tlikethat.

Me:Yeah,sorry...(anawkwardmomentpassed)

Youdidn'tuseacondomandI'mnotusing

contraceptives.What'sgoingtohappen?

Bakang:Iwon'tdenymybloodifthat'swhatyou

areasking,iknowyouarepregnant,I'lldothe

rightthing.

Me:Iknowbutwecouldbuyemergencypills

sincewejustmet.

Bakang:(staringatme)Olekagoreng?

Me:I'mjustsaying...

Bakang:(threwthespoonintheplateandstood

up)Ihavetogotothekraal.(tookoutP100

fromhiswalletandplaceditonthetable)Ifyou

needpillsthereyougo...

Me:Bakang?



Bakang:(sighedandturnedaroundfacingme)

Whatisit?Whatelsedoyouwant?It'snot

enoughforabortion?....(tookoutanothernote

andthrewitonthetable)Isthatenough?

(angrily)whatdoyouwant?

Me:(swallowed)You'rescaringme...(he

clenchedhisjawsandsighedcalmingdown)I

won'ttakethosepillsifyoudon'twantmeto.

I'msorry.Whyareyoubeingimpatientwithme?

(tearfullycrossedmyarms)Ifeellessloved

rightnow.

Bakang:(hesighedandwalkedoverthenhe

pulledmeoverandclosedmeonhischest)I'm

sorry...(sighed)I'msorry,ihadawonderful

experiencewithyouandthelastthingIwantto

doishurtyourfeelings,iloveyou...I'msorry.It

won'thappenagain...Doyouforgiveme?

Me:(smiled)Yes.

Bakang:(smiled)Thanks..Putonthatjumpsuit,



haveyoueverbeenonahorsebefore?

Me:(laughedexcitedly)No...

Bakang:Todayisyourfirstday...Getyour

phonewearegoingtomakesomecalls...

Igotdressedasheputthemoneybackinhis

walletandnoticedhiscardsweren'tarranged

asbefore,hecheckedhisentirewalletfor

anythingincriminatingandthrewitonthebed

thenhegrabbedhisphoneandwalkedout....

Minuteslateriwalkedoutfoldingthesleevesof

thebluejumpsuit,hetightenedthesaddleand

helpedmegetup,Ifeltalittledizzylooking

downfromahorse....

Bakang:(smiled)Areyouready?It'saboutto

move...



Me:(smiledfearfully)Ihopeidon'tfall...thisis

sohigh

Bakang:Youwon't,justrelax

Hegentlysmackedit'sfreshshinythighthenit

movedasheheldtheropeswalkingalong...

Bakang:(tookoffhiscapandgaveittome)

Remindmetogetyouahatthenexttimewe

comehere...

Me:(laughedenjoyingtheride)Wowthisisn't

sobadexceptmythighsarepainful..

Bakang:(laughed)Oletseoiraengmasigorona

rerobetse?

Me:(laughed)Don'tevengothere,you'resucha

bear!

Bakang:(seriousface)Babetellmesomething...

Doyouconsiderthisaseriousrelationship?



Me:Yes,why?

Bakang:IloveyouandIwouldliketoget

seriouswithyou.Thatmeansidon'twantto

seeyouwithanothermanandiwantyoutoact

rightforus.

Me:iwouldn'tcheatonyou,whatdoyoumean

byactright?

Bakang:Imetyouaparty,that'snotmyideaof

agoodplacetomeetawomaniwanttospend

therestofmylifewithbutthat'snotthepoint,

thepointisthatIdon'twantyouinplaceslike

thatanymore.Idon'twantyougoingtoclubs,

barsandthesekindsofpartieswherewomen

getpickeduplikeprostitutes.Ifyoudothat

thenwearegoingtohaveaproblemmeand

you.

Me:Youdon'thavetoworryaboutthat,it'snot

mylifestyle.You'llgettoknowmeaswespend

timetogether,gakemotholediparty.



Bakang:Ilikethat...

Me:(smiled)BabecanIaskyousomething?(he

lookedatme)Doyouthinkyou'reamoody

person?

Bakang:(laughed)Whywouldyousaythat?

Me:(laughed)Justanswermeandbehonest

too...

Bakang:(smiled)Idon'tthinkso.

Me:(laughed)Okaybear

Bakang:(smiled)Andyouneedtostop

searchingme,ifI'mhidingsomethingfromyou

youwon'tfindoutunlessitellyou,I'mthatgood.

Justsaying...

Me:(jawsdropped)whatareyoutryingtosay?

Bakang:(laughed)Babelisten,iknowwomen

getsatisfiedfromfindingnothingafter

searchingaguybutthetruthissomemenare

moreintelligentthanothers.Haven'tyouever



heardofahappilymarriedcouplewherebythe

husbanddiesandthenchildrenthathehadwith

thesidechickstartshowinguptoattendhis

funeral?Meaningtheguylovedandtookcareof

hisresponsibilities,notevenoncemistreated

hiswifeenoughforhertobesuspiciousuntilhe

died.Wouldn'tyougetaheartattackfromthat?

Me:(laughed)Iwoulddigyouupandkillyou

again,burnyouandstomponyourashes,the

bathongbannalesethogo....Nnarraoskantira

yalo...Nkaswakestress...

Bakang:(laughed).I'mjustsaying...Searching

won'tdoyounogoodiftheguyisdeterminedto

hidesomethingandyoumusttrusteachother.

Me:Canwechangethetopic?you'rescaring

me...nnarraibelieveintruelove.Ibelieveina

manlovingmeandmeonly,iwantyoutohave

childrenonlywithmeandhaveeyesonlyforme.

Onnefaithfulandloving,myfatherneverloved

mesoIwouldbehurtifyoumistreatedme.



Bakang:Iknowwhat'sgoodforyou,trustme...

Hestoppedthehorseandjumpedonitsittingin

frontofme,Iwrappedmyhandsaroundhis

waistashebumpedhisfeetonthehorse's

stomach,itincreasedthespeedandiheldhim

tighter...

Hourslater......

Kgosiparkedinfrontofthehouseandstepped

out,hiswifefollowedhimasMaAandher

neighbourgotoutofthecarlookingaround,

theyweren'toverthetwogatestheypassed

through...

Kgosi:(knocked)Mido?!



Hewalkedinandlookedtheplatesonthetable

thenhewalkedout...

Kgosi:Theywerehere,thereisfoodonthe

table...(lookingaround)Mothalawapitsikeo.

Hemusthavegonethissidetocheckonthe

animals,wehavecattle,sheep,goatsandpigs

evenhorses.Thereisnotellingwhichsidehe

wentsoyouhavetowaitherewhileigotalkto

theherdboys,theystayontheothercornerof

theplot.

MaA:wewillwaitkgosigagonamolato...

Kgositookoffhisshoesandworetheboots

thenhewalkedonthecultivatedsoil,hiswife

gavethemchairsandtheyallsatdownwithout

sayingasinglewordtooneanother...



Atthenetworkspot....

IwassittingonahorsedialingasBakangstood

adistancefrommepeeingonatreetrunk...

Renei:Hello?

Me:(smiled)Hey...Didyouseemypics?isent

you20pictures...Ohthisplaceisgreat...

Renei:Monyanammagoogolatile,shewas

worriedandtookthepolicetotheroyal

house...apparentlythequeenwasn'thappythat

yourmothercalledthepoliceonBakangand

saidshewantedyougoneandfarawayfrom

herso-

Me:Wait,what?You'retalkingtoofast....Police?

Renei:Aswespeakthey'reontheirwaythereto

getyou...

Me:Whywouldmamacallthepolice?Itoldher



whereIwasgoing.It'snotlikeIwaskidnapped.

(saddened)I'mfinished...Hisfamilyisgoingto

hateme...Mamaoverreactedshecouldhaveat

leastwaitedanight...Koorewabonneakantse

sonestorysangwanyanayogotwengo

bolailwekengwanawakgosi.

Renei:Ihopethisdoesn'taffectyoutwo...

(smiled)Anyway...Howistheprince?

Me:(blushedlookingathimashesatonthelog

adistancefromme)Heisgreat,Reneilweilove

him.

Renei:(smiled)Ihaveneverheardyousaying

youloveaman,ithoughtyousaidyoudon't

needaman.

Me:Noineedthisonetobreathe.Ican'teven

explainit,ilovethisman.

Renei:Didyouguys-youknow?

Me:Yesanditwasweird,painfulandsweetat

thesametime...Idon'tknowwhatwas



happeningtomybody...

Renei:I'mhappyforyoumylove

Me:Okayloveletmegomaybetheyarrived.

(staringatBakangashedustedhispants)Ifeel

likecryingthemma,Bakangompolaisabiti..Is

thischildishnewena?

Renei:(laughed)Heetleke!Ogojelemosimane

waMotawanahaobonaobuanonsense

jaana...

Me:(laughed)Kooresetseibilekeiponakele

MaTawanakeimileTawananyana....

Renei:(laughedloudly)Girls!Wenamma

Bakang

Me:(laughed)Thata...Golebegaelemothowa

dimmudinyanamemmakemoratahela.Heis

sosweet,I'mhooked.

Renei:You'readdictedwenagirl.

Me:(laughed)Shapmmakediilemotho.



Renei:Condomsplease,bye

Me:Um...Yesofcourse.Bye

Renei:Bye...

Atthefarm....

AwhilelaterKgosiwalkedoverwithaherdboy

whowascarryingacontainerofsourmilkanda

bagofbutternuts....Thequeenlookedatthem

andshookherheadindisbelief....

Herdboy:(putthemdown)Dumelang...

MaAandtheneighbour:Dumelang..

Queen:HelloPontsi...

Kgosi:Thanksmyboy,youcango..

Pontsi:LetMidoknowthatimanagedtofixthe

sheepfence



Kgosi:I'lllethimknow...

TheherdboywalkedawayasKgosihandedMa

Athemilkandbutternuts...

Kgosi:Inourcultureavisitorisalwaysgiven

somethingwhentheyleave....

MaA:Thankyousomuch,thankyou...

Kgosi:TheherdboyssaidBakangandNaledi

musthavegonetothenetworkspottomake

somecalls,hetookoneofthehorses.

MaA:Iunderstand...(sighed)Nowifeelguilty

formakingyoudriveallthewayfornothing

Queen:Youshouldfeelguiltybecauseyou

wastedourfuelandembarrassedusfor

nothing...

MaA:I'msorryforallthetrouble



Queen:Apologiesarenotnecessary,justwait

foryourdaughterandcollecther.

Kgosi:(staringather)mindyourwords,

please....

Meanwhileweapproachedinahorse,everyone

turnedandlookedatus...Itwasthemost

embarrassingmomentofmylife,iprayedfor

theearthtocrackandswallowmeinstantly.

Bakanghoppeddownandhelpedmedownas

myheartpounded..

Me:(whispered)Myhandsareshaking.....

Bakang:(laughedandfixedmycap)you'resuch

achild....

Heletgooftheleashandheldmyhandwalking

towardsourparents,isecretlytriedpullingout



ofhisgripbuthewasholdingmywristtootight,

inmybooksitwasthemostdisrespectfulthing..

Icouldn'tfaceanyofthemasheletgoofmy

handandleanedovershakingmymother's

hand...

Bakang:Dumelang....

Mama:Hello...

Hewentontogreetourneighbourasishyly

greetedhisfather,hesmiledlookingatmeand

wentdownmybodywithadmirationthenhe

lookedathissonandshookhisheadwitha

hiddensmile,Bakangsmiledbackandsat

down...

Chief:Howaremydaughter?

Me:I'mfine...



Chief:Aongwetsiyameaboledirajangjaanong

letsamaalesalaelakolapeng?Kana

mosadimogolooletseasarobala.

Me:(shyly)Bakangdidn'ttellmethatwewould

spendanight.

Ileanedovergreetinghismotherwhoshookmy

handfacingtheotherwaywithastraightface....

Me:(smiled)Dumelang...

Queen:Dumelamma...

Isatdown...

Kgosi:Mido?

Bakang:Raa?

Kgosi:Abooeberekajangjaanong?Naledi's



motherwasworriedsickabouther...

Bakang:(keptquietforaminute)Wearrived

lateandidecideditwastoodarktodriveback

back,wejustarrivedfrommakingcalls...

Kgosi:EebualemmagweNaledikeyoo...

Bakang:(lookedather)I'msorryforallthe

troubleicaused,Iplannedasurpriseweekend

getawayandfiguredwewouldmakecallsinthe

morning.I'msorry...

Mama:It'sokaymyson,iamjustgladsheis

fine.IfsheisokayI'mhappy.

Queen:(sighed)Okay,canshenowgether

thingssowecango?Ihaveameetingwith

motsheloladies.

Bakang:WearegoingbackonSunday...

Queen:Hermotherisheretocollecther,wehad

policecarsathomelookingforherlikeyou

kidnappedher,wedon'tneedthiskindofdrama.



Bakang:Ididkidnapher,ikidnappedherand

shewasrighttobeworriedbutnowsheknows

wearefine.

Kgosi:Bakangitshouldn'tbeuptoyoualone,

youdecidedyouwantedtospendaweekend

withherandbroughtherhereasaitsegoreo

tetserurinowyou'redecidingaloneagainthat

sheisnotgoingback,whycan'tyouask?

Nicely....

Bakang:(facedme)Willyoustayuntiltomorrow?

Mymother'sfacewasatpeaceandiknewshe

hadnoproblem,thekingwasapproving.....Istill

couldn'tgetoverthefactthathecalledme

ngwetsi,Icouldn'twaittobeonmyownsothat

Icanscreambuthismother'sfacewasscary,

shedidn'tlikemeandshewasn'thidingit..I

didn'tknowwhatmyresponsewouldmeanto

her,sheclearlydidn'twantmeinheryard.



Bakangdesperatelystaredatmewaitingforan

answer...

Me:(lookingdown)Wewillgotomorrow...

Kgosi:Ifthat'sokaywithyourmother...

Mama:Ijustwantedtomakesurethatsheis

fine,wethershecomeswithmenoworlateris

uptoher.

Bakang:Thankyou...

Kgosi:(lookedathistime)Okay...(stood)We

havetogo...Midoputthosethingsinthecar..

EveryonestoodandgotinthecarasBakang

loadedthemilkandbutternuts,Iwenttomy

mother'ssideandhuggedher,shesmiled

rubbingmycheekandgotinthecar.Iknewshe

hadalottosaybutasalwayssheputmy

happinessfirst....



Thechiefwalkedaroundthecarandstoodnext

tohissontalkingtohim,icouldn'thearthem

butBakangbithislowerlipsmilingrubbinghis

moustacheashisfathersaidsomething

smiling,hepathimontheshoulderandgotin

thecar.Bakangclosedthetrunkandtappedthe

car....HedroveoffasBakangwalkedcloserto

meandputhisarmaroundme...

Me:Yourmotherdoesn'tloveme......

Bakang:(huggedmeandsighed)Shedoesn't

loveeveryone...(pulledmychinupandkissed

me)Iloveyou...(laughed)gatweobopegile

jaakamohumagadi...

Me:(laughed)Iknewyouwerebothtalking

aboutme,ican'tbelievethechiefsaidthat....

Bakang:(laughed)Youdon'twanttoknowthe

otherthinghesaid,heishilarious....Come



insidekanayouneveropenedyourgift...

Me:(smiled)Ialmostforgot....

Wewalkedinthehouseandsatonthebed,he

reachedunderthebedandputtheboxonmy

lap..Ismiledandtorethecover....

Me:(Jawsdropped)What?...........

5MONTHSLATER.................

PleaseLiketheinsert.Muchlove

[09/24,19:05]Ron:Co-wife

#4

AtMaduo'shouse....



Sheheardtheannoyingnoiseofcarwheels

turningandmovedthecurtains.Ditsamelocked

hercarandwalkedoverinherredhighheels...

"kanakeiphithe?"Maduothoughtasshelooked

aroundthehouse.Shequicklyreducedthe

volumeandquietlysatonthecouch...

MeanwhileoutsideDitsameknockedonthe

door....

Ditsame:Duos?!Dux?....(peakedonthe

windows)Hello?

Maduoheldherbreathcrossingherfingersfor

hertoleave,therewassilenceforawhilethen

sheheardthecardoorclosing.Shesighedin

reliefandtipietoedtothedoortoconfirmifshe



wasleavingbutherphonerangloudly.She

jumpedandcoveredhermouth...

Ditsame:Duos?

Maduoopenedthedooryawningstretchingher

arms....

Maduo:Heychoma,heymmaontsositse...

Ditsame:Hey(walkedinandsatonthecouch)

themmaborrowmeP200iwastryingtobuya

fewthingstofixmycarbutI'mrunninglow.

Maduo:Wenawhensomeoneborrowsyou

moneyyouneverreturnit,Naledilongborrowed

youP450butyouneverreturneditfromthere

yougiveherattitudewhensheasks.

Ditsame:Argh...Iwasgoingtopayherakere

butnowsheisdatingBK,shedoesn'tneed



moneyandsheisworkingtooso...Anywayota

mpha?

Maduo:I'mbrokerightnow

Ditsame:ThemmapleaseI'mbeggingyou...At

leastP100

Maduo:Fine...I'llgiveyoubutyoumustreturnit,

whenareyougoingtoreturnit?

Ditsame:Nextweek...KanteBakangokae

nowadays?

Maduo:Oteng,why?

Ditsame:IshestillwithNaledi?Gabautwale

malatsia

Maduo:BakangworksbetweenGaboroneand

Maun,hehasbeenspendingalotoftimein

Gaboronegatwetheyarebalancingsome

booksforNGOskanagatwenggonemoonna

gankekeutwagoreNalediarengbecausehis

jobiscomplicated.



Ditsame:Ehe...Whenarewegoingouttogether

nebathong?imissNaledi...Reneilweeneokae?

Karebanyanabanshapakacoldshoulder

nowadays...

Maduo:Reneilweoteng

Ditsame:GatesheleftMogapi,whoisshe

dating?

Maduo:(stoodup)Idon'tknowmma...She

spendstimewithAbalengbutidon'tthinkshe

candatehim,shepracticallygrewupwith

Naleditabobathola.

Ditsame:KanaAbalengnkileampata...Hestill

smileswhenheseesme...

Maduo:(sighed)I'msotired...

Ifeelsosleepy...Iwasonnightduty.

Ditsame:(herphonereceivedamessagethen

shesmiled)Hehehe....Chos!I'mgettinga

Peruvianweavefromthislady,sheadvertised



herweavesonFacebook,Sheissellingfrom

Gaboroneandshesaysshecansenditto

Maun...Kemolebileditsebetse...Oitsegoreke

dueladepositbutassoonasshesendsthe

weaveI'mchewingthissimcardanddeleting

thisFacebookaccount,gakerianaI'mtalkingto

herwithafakeaccount.Ketilegomogamolela

bohema...Shesoundssoslowandstupid.Ke

itsegoretaboasianelakoFightCrimetopost

pictureskantekefakepictures...Hahahaketaa

berekelamonyanamotengjaanapilisiwena

iketehela.

Maduo:(tookthephone)Letmeseeher...(read

hermessages)Aomma,shesoundssotrusting.

Don'tdothistoher...

Ditsame:Sheisstupid,infactI'mordering2

typeseledibundletse4,I'lltellherI'mordering

forafriend.Otaagamogamolese...

Maduo:Ijoo...(checkedthetime)girlyouhave

togo,ihavetosleep...Iwasworkingallnight.



(gaveherP100)Returnmymoney..

Ditsame:(gotitandwalkedoutpressingher

phone)Thankshoney...Loveyou,bytheway,

Girly'sbabyshoweristonightleskalebala,are

yougame?

Maduo:Iwanttobutidon'thavemoney,idon't

likegoingoutkelebroke.

Ditsame:I'llbuyyoudrinks,askNalediandNey

tocome,it'sbeenawhile...

Maduo:I'lltalktothem...

Ditsame:Byehoney...

Maduoclosedthedoorandleanedagainstthe

doorsighinginrelief,shelookedthroughthe

curtainsasshedroveawaythenshesatonthe

couchfeelingguilty...Shecouldn'tunderstand

whyshefeltthatway..."Didisaytoomuch?"

shethoughtregretfully...



AtWork....

Iclearedmydeskandswitchedoffthe

computergettingreadytoleavetheniawaveof

dizzinessblewmedown,iheldonthedeskand

satdownforaminute,ithadbeenhappening

foracoupleofweeksbutihadn'ttoldanyone

yet.

Afewminuteslaterigotmyhandbagand

walkedoutsmilingatotherworkers,asiwalked

downthestairsanotherwavecameandisat

down,thistimemystomachwasturningandi

couldfeelfoodcomingupmythroat,icovered

mymouthandhurriedbehindthebuildingand

threwup.Itookoutabottleofwaterand

cleanedmymouththenidialedmybrother...



Abaleng:Sdudah...

Me:(laughed)Gakebate...Mxm...Therracome

getmeatwork,I'msickifeeldizzy,idon'twant

tocollapseinataxi.

Abaleng:Workhardsothatthosepeoplecan

hireyoupermanentlythenyoubuyyourselfa

car,nnakenalemosadiyokemochaisisang

kana

Me:(laughed)Heeedu...Whenamigoingtosee

thiswoman?

Abaleng:(laughed)I'mkidding,I'llbethere.

Me:Thanks,I'llbewalkingbytheroad...

Ihungupandslowlywalkedbytheroad,my

phonereceivedamessage....

Bakang:Heybabe,howareyoufeeling?



Idecidedtocallbuthedidn'tpickandsenta

messageinstead....

Bakang:Inameeting,justthinkingaboutyou.

Howismyboytreatingyou?

Me:Ifeelsickallthetime,nerrawhenareyou

comingtoMaun?

Bakang:I'llmakeaplan,iseverythingokay?

Me:YesbutImissyou,it'sbeenweeks,canyou

atleastcomeforaweekend?Ifeelsolonely

withoutyou.

Bakang:Iknowbabebutyouknowihaveto

workforusandthebaby,Idon'twantyou

needinganythingwhenthebabycomes.

Auditingisalotofwork,myeyesarestrained

asitis...weareworkingonadeadline.I'llcome

nextweek..(seen)Nextweekkeetamylove



autwa?...(ididn'treply)babe?...Wifey?

Me:(replied)Ketaareng...Ican'ttakethis

anymore.

Bakang:Nobabehaokakewabuajalo,itold

youhowthisworks.Whycan'tyouunderstand?

WhatshouldIdono?KanayaanongIwon'tbe

comfortablehereknowingyou'recryingover

there.Canyoubepatientjustthisweek?

Me:Whyaren'tyouansweringyourphone?

Bakang:Okayletmecallyoubackinaminute...

Abalengpulledoverandigotin,myphonerang

asipulledthebelt....

Me:Hello?

Bakang:Wifeyweeiwantyoutounderstand

something,ifI'mcurrentlyworkingonthebooks

inGabsthenikeepspendingmoneyonflights



backdnffourth,itwon'tbegoodforyouorthe

baby,youhavebeenhiredtemporarilyifthey

don'thireyoupermanentlyimustbeableto

supportyouandthebabysoican'taffordto

disappointmyclientsnotwhenihavemore

responsibilities.Wathaloganyababe?

Me:(sighed)Yeah,iguessijustwantyou...

Bakang:Imissyoutoo,trustmeI'mverylonely

withoutyou.Assoonasthebabyisbornyouto

startvisitingsothatyoucanhaveanideaof

howI'mliving,maybethatwillgiveyoupeace.....

NextweekkeetaandI'llmakeitupforallthe

weekswehaven'tbeentogether.

Me:(gotinthecar)Okay....

Bakang:(softly)KeagorataNaledi...

Me:(smiled)Iloveyoutoo,I'monmywayhome.

Abalengisdroppingmeoff...

Bakang:Oncethebabyisbornyoushouldgeta

licenceandusemycarwhenI'minGaborone,



whatdoyouthink?Plusthebabywillneedit.

Me:Yeah,it'sagoodidea.

Bakang:Haveyoutoldanyoneaboutthebaby

yet?

Me:No

Bakang:Don'ttellyourmumjustyet...Buymea

littletimetosortoutsomethingwithmy

father...I'llbedonehereinaweek.

Me:Okay.

Bakang:Alright,letmetalktoyourbrother..

Me:(gavehimthephone)It'sBakang...

Abaleng:(pushedthephone)I'mdriving...

Me:Hesays-

Bakang:Iheardhim,putmeonloudspeaker(i

pressedloudspeaker)Abaleng?

Abaleng:Whatdoyouwant?

Bakang:(smiledknowingwhathewasaboutto



saywouldpisshimoff)Onthokomellemosadi

hoolaitaka

Abaleng:Oskampitsalaitakagakemonkanewa

gago(annoyed)NalediisaidI'mdriving...

Bakang:(laughed)Thewayyouhateme,i

swearifiknockherupyou'llgetaheartattack.

Drivecarefullybro,you'redrivingthequeen.

Abaleng:I'mnotyour"bro"

Bakang:(laughed)Iloveyoubabe

Me:(laughed)Iloveyoutoo...

Ihungupandputmyphonebackinmyhand

bag.Idon'tknowwhyBakanglikedtopressmy

brother'sbuttonsbutisomehowfounditfunny.

Abaleng:(lookedatmystomach)Ihopeyou're

notpregnant,whyareyousickallthetime?



Me:I'mnotpregnant...

Abaleng:Ihopeso...Iwouldn'twanttobetied

tothatfamily.Youmustlookforanormalman

whoseparentswillappreciateyouandrespect

yourmother.YobarengBakangeneontwaela

labohelo

Me:(laughed)Helovesyou,whyareyouso

bitter?

Abaleng:Hismotherannoysme.

Me:(sighed)I'mnotpregnant....

AtResego'shouse.....

Shelaidherbabyinthecribandslowlyclosed

thedoor,herphoneranginthebedroomand

shehurriedoverbeforeitcouldwakethebaby...



Resego:Hello?

Bakang:Hey...themmantirelafavour...canyou

buysomethingforNaledianddropitather

houselaterbeforeshegoestobed?

Resego:Wenaokatswaoimisitsengwana,is

shepregnant?ThisisthethirdtimeI'mbuying

funnythingsforher.

Bakang:Yeahsheispregnant....

Resego:(laughed)Wow...Congratulations...

Mamaisgoingtohaveaheartattack.

Bakang:(laughed)Otaabaka...

Resego:HaveyoutoldDad?

Bakang:No,notyet....Ithinkheneedstime...

Resego:That'strue...Youdisappointedhim,he

lovesNaledibutmaybethiswillputyoubackin

hisbooks.

Bakang:Noheisstillangrywithme,anywayI'll

sendyouthelist,themmadeliveritontime



beforeshesleeps.Shewasn'thappyearlier

whenwespoke,idon'twanthertogotobed

sad,iwaslookingattheamountofworkleft

herekeipotsagoreaketeI'llfinishwhenIget

backorwhat,afriendofmineisdrivingover

thereka6pmiwanttogetaridefromhim.

Resego:Aerradrivingatnightisnotsafe,you'll

seeNaledinextweekwhenyouaredonethat

side...sendthelist..

Bakang:Alright,Bye...

Shehungup...

AtRenei'smother's....

Laterthatafternoonsheopenedthedoorfor

Maduothentheyheadedtoherroom....Maduo

sawalovecardonthetableandpickeditup...



Maduo:Mogapibetternotbe-

Reneilwe:(snatchedit)It'snothim,gankeke

boeladiexnna...I'mdonewiththatlunatic.

Maduo:Okay...So...Whoseisthat?

Renei:(putitunderthepillow)It'sfromafriend

Maduo:Abaleng?

Renei:No,whywouldyouthinkit'sfromhim?

Maduo:Idon'tknowbecausehepicksyouand

dropsyoufromwork...

Renei:Barework...Stallsadihairpiecetsa

machinakesonework?

Maduo:Yesit'syourjob,don'tbeembarrassed

andthat'snotthepoint,heisalwaysaround

you...buyingyoulunch....

Renei:YouknowAbalengislikeabrothertome,

heunderstandsmysituation.



Maduo:(laidonthebed)ifyousayso...The

mmalet'sgotogetherkobabyshowengyaga

Girly.Pleasedon'tsayno...

Renei:Wenayou'realwaysgoingout,every

weekendyougetdrunk,maybeyoushouldfind

aboyfriendandspendtheweekendwithhimif

youcan'tstayhomealoneduringtheweekend.

Maduo:Haomma,justalittlerequestmakes

yougivemesuchalonglecture?Pleasecome

withme...Ineedafriendincaseidrinkalittle

toomuch,themmaplease...

Renei:Ican't,Ihaveplanstonight,I'mgoing

overtoa"friend's"housetowatchmoviesgape

nnadipartydiambora.Iprefertostayhome...

Youknowthat

Maduo:(sighed)OhGod,whatamigoingto

do...Ineedtopartybutidon'twanttogoalone

withDitsame,sheisunpredictable

Renei:Heekanteibileorayaonalemisshigh



class,nothankyou.

Maduo:(laughed)Ditsamemissesyouguys,

whyareyoutreatingherlikethat...

Renei:(laughed)Thatwitch....

Atmyhouse...

Aphonecallwokeme...

Me:Hello?

Mama:areyousleeping?

Me:(gotupandrubbedmyeyes)Idozedoff...

Mama:Nalediakoosekawatogela

moshimanyanayoagoithwadisathengwanaka,

youshouldworkharderatyourjobsothatthey

canhireyoupermanently.Youcan'taffordtogo

formaternityleavewhenyouareatemp,



whoeverwillbeonyourpostwilldoherbestto

impressthecompanyandgethired.

Me:I'mnotpregnantMama

Mama:Whenyou'redatingsomeonelikehim

you'resupposedtohaveajob,losingyourjobis

thelastthingyouneed.Hisparentswillbe

sayingyou'rehisburdenandyou'llstartlooking

funnystayinghomedoingnothingwhilehe

meetssmartcleanwomenattheoffice

everyday.

Me:Iunderstand

Mama:Osekawaithaganellagotsholela

moshimanyanayongwanapele,ijustwantedto

checkonyoubecauseyousaidyouweren't

feelingwellthismorning.

Me:(therewasaknockatthedoor)I'mfine

now,ithinkitwasjustfoodpoisoning.

Mama:Okay,bye..



Ihungupandopenedthedoor,Resegowalked

inholdingaplastic...

Resego:(smiled)Hi...

Me:Hi

Resego:(gavemetheplastic)Bakangasked

metodropthisoff..

Me:Thanks...Pleasehaveaseat...

Shesatdown,iputtheplasticonthecounter

andjoinedheronthecouch...

Resego:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfine...

Resego:Ifthemorningsicknessistroublingyou

youcanbuytabletsthatreduceallthose



signs....Ihadasimilarproblem

Me:(shyly)HowdoyouknowI'mpregnant?

Resego:Hetoldme...Congratulations.(leaned

overandtouchedthehalfheartnecklace

aroundmyneck)WhendidBakanggiveyouthis?

Me:(smiledblushingandtouchedit)Hegaveit

tomeatthefarm...

Resego:(laughed)Ohthattimeyamapodisi...i

rememberthat...(staredatmeforamoment

andgotsad)Youreallylovehimdon'tyou?

Me:(laughed)Yes...

Resego:Helovesyoutoo....Henevercameto

Maunasoftenashedoessincehemetyou,we

sawhimlikeonceamonthoronceintwo

monthsbutnowadayshetravelslikenever

before.(sighed)Anywayletmegoback,ileft

mybabywithmymother,whenigethomeshe

willbesayingallsortsofthings.



Me:(laughed)Shemustbedifficulttodeal

with...

Resego:Oalapisamma...

Iwalkedhertothecar...

Resego:AreyouhappywithBakang?

Me:Yesthoughidon'tlikethatheisnever

around.

Resego:(laughed)Yeah,sowhatdoyoudo

whenheismoody?

Me:Isuspectedhewasthattypebutihaven't

seenmuchofit

Resego:(laughed)Bakangokgonagotsogaa

ngandilekanaatenegilegosaresepebutrona

setseremoitse,gaantsejalowejustleavehim

aloneuntilhecomesaround.



Me:Iyoothanksfortellingme,Ididn'tknow

that...I'llrememberthat...

Resego:(laughed)Don'ttellhimisaidheis

moody,keaseba.

Me:(laughed)Mylipsaresealed...

Resego:Byeandtakecareofmynephewkana

keniece?Itwillbeniceifit'sagirl...

Me:Why?

Resego:(swallowed)Um...Ilovegirls...

Me:(smiled)Metoo,bye

Resego:Bye...

Shegotinthecaranddroveof,iwavedather

withahugesmileonmyface,thereisnothing

sweeterthanbeinglovedbyyoursisterinlaw.

Maduowavedatherasshedroveoutofthe

gate....



Maduo:(smiled)Heedu....Lookslikeyouhave

beenwelcomedintotheroyalhouse...

Me:(laughed)Themmawena...

Maduo:Shedrivesanicecar...

Me:That'smysisterforyou...

Maduo:Hahaha...(wewalkedinside)Themma

pleasecomewithmetoGirly'sbabyshower?

Pleasedon'tsayno,you'remylasthope...

Me:I'mtootiredmmaandiwanttowatchmy

series...Whydon'tyouaskReneilwe?

Maduo:Shewantedtogobutshehadplans,the

mmaplease.Wewon'ttakelong...I'mbegging

you...

Me:(sighed)ButIcan'tbeoutuntilbomidnight,

ineedmysleep.

Maduo:(jumped)Yes...Thankyouthankyou...

Jeanswillbefine,it'sjustababyshower....We



willbebackbefore10pm...ipromise...

Idraggedmyfeettothebathroomandgot

ready,afewminuteslaterwewalkedoutand

madeourwaytoataxistop...

Me:Idon'tevenhaveagift

Maduo:Don'tworry,thatcanbefixed.Weare

goingtowrite"WithlovefromNalediand

Maduo"onthegift.

Me:Okay...

Atthebabyshower...

Hoursintothebabyshoweriwasexhausted

andsleepy,themusicwastooloudandiwas

boredasMaduoandherfriendsenjoyed



themselves..

Maduo:(walkedoverholdingaglass)Hey...

Comejoinusthemma,(laughed)Sheistelling

ushowthebabycameabout...

Me:Nnakeaotsela,iwanttogoback...

Girly:(walkedover)HeyNaledi,thanksforthe

gift

Me:You'rewelcome...Nnakeaotsela,it'slate...

Maduo:Pleasewaitforme,justanhour...

Ditsame:(walkedover)HeyNaledi,Godyou

gainedweight...Areyoupregnant?

Maduo:Tsitsinotnow,goback...

Ditsame:I'mjustasking,sheisboredwith

everything...Earliershealmostthrewuptrying

toeatChakalaka...

Me:Ditsameidon'twanttotalktoyou...Maduo



I'msleepy,let'sgo..

Girly:Aommakanatherealpartyjustbegun,

youcanusemybedifyou'retired.

Maduo:Thankyoucouzie,...Let'sgoinside,I'll

wakeyouwhenwearedone.

Me:(igotmybottleofwaterandpurse)Maduo

you'retoomuchwaitse...Uh...

Hercousinwalkedusinherroomthenshetook

offhercushionsandteddies,isstonthebed

andplacedmywaterandthepurseonthehead

boardthenitookoffmyshoesasthegirls

stoodatthedoor...

Ditsame:Kareyourpurseissofatatthistime

ofthemonth,itlookssofullkootengoabecha

Bakang

Maduo:shutupwena.OshapoNaledi?



Me:(layingdown)yes,closethedoor

Maduo:Thanks,ioweyou...

Sheclosedthedoorandiinstantlyfellasleep...

Meanwhilethegirlsscreamedjoiningthe

dancingcrewinthetent.Hourslatertheparty

gotmoreseriousasmoreofGirly'sfriendsfrom

theclubarrived.Ditsamewalkedtothehouse

takingoutsomethingfromherpurse,Maduo

ranovertoheralmostmissingastep...

Maduo:(laughedloudly)Heychoma...I'mgoing

withthatguy,whereismyphone?

Ditsame:(rolledhereyes)Just6bottlesyou're

deadlikethis?Haibo...yourphoneisinthecar,

I'mcoming,ineedtopee...

Maduo:(walkedawaystaggering)Alright...



Damnilovethatsong....(screamedjoiningthe

crew)Uuuuuuuuuuu.........

Shelookedaroundandwalkedtothe

bedroom......

Atmyhouse....

Intheearlyhoursofthemorning,Bakang's

frienddroppedhimatthegateanddroveoff,he

racedfromthegatetothedoorasraindrops

wethimthenheknockedonthedoor....

Bakang:(knocking)Babe?...(therewasno

response,heknockedevenharder)Wifeycome

ondon'tsleeplikeadeadperson...



Herubbedhiswetfaceandleanedoverpeaking

throughthekeyhole,thekeysweren'tinthenhe

tookouthisphone....

AtGirly'shouse......

Myphonevibratedontheheadboardandigot

up...

Me:(sleepy)Hello?

Bakang:Okae?

Me:(swallowed)I'mhomesleeping...Why?

Bakang:Mpuleleee...

Me:(gotup)Areyouserious?

Bakang:I'mgettingcold,bulapulayasanya

gakeaaparajersey.



Ihungupandgotup,Girlywaslayingnextto

me,ishookhertakingmypurse....

Me:Girly...pleasedropmeathome

Girly:(pushedmyhanddeepinhersleep)

Mmmm...

Iputonmyshoesandwalkedthroughtheliving

roomwherehercousinsweresleepingonthe

couch.Myheartwaspoundingandicouldn't

thinkofagoodexcuse...IdialedAbaleng's

numberbuthedidn'tanswer...

Ihurriedtothetaxistopandgotluckyasataxi

stoppedforme,ijumpedinandrubbedthe

raindropsoffmyface....

Me:Kekopaspecial....



Taxi:Sure,kae?

Me:(openedmypurse)Ko-(Allmymoneywas

goneandididn'tevenhavecoins)Theystolemy

money....I'llgiveyouthemoneyathome,isthat

okay?

Taxi:No,whatifyoudon'thavemoneythere?

gaonaATMcard?

Me:OhthankGod,yeslet'spassbythe

machine....

Atmyhouse....

Almostanhourlatertherainwasgetting

strongerashestoodinfrontofthecastle,he

tookouthisphoneandcalledforthethousand

times,asherubbedhisfacehesawataxi

stoppingatthegatethenheputhisphoneback

inthepocket....



Myheartpoundedasihurriedoverand

unlockedthehousethenwewalkedin,hetook

offhiswett-shirtstaringatme...

Bakang:Ithoughtyousaidyouweresleeping

Me:(swallowed)Iwasatmymother'shouse..

Bakang:(staringatme)Icalledyourmother...

LeReneilweandyourbrothertoo...

Me:(shookmyheaddefeated)Iwenttoababy

showerwithMaduo.....…………

[09/24,19:05]Ron:Co-wife
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Atmyhouse....

Hestaredatmeforover5minutesthenhe



noddedbitinghislowerlipandthrewhiswett-

shirtonthetable...

Bakang:(calmly)ABabyshowerthatendsthe

nextmorningat7am...okay,nice...Ihopeyou

enjoyedit.

Me:Ican-

Heremovedhisbeltandtookoffhiswet

trousersthenhewenttothebathroom,Isaton

thecouchtryingtomakearecollectionofwhat

happenedthepreviousnight.Minuteslaterhe

walkedoverinhisboxersdryinghimselfwitha

towel...

Me:Canwetalk?

Bakang:Whatelseistheretotalkabout?

Me:IleftwithMaduoandwhenIgotthereiwas



sleepy,isleptinhercousin'sroomandthey

didn'twakeme.Whenyoucalledipanicked

becauseididn'texpectyouinMaunandyou

saidyoudon'tlikepartiessoilied.

Bakang:Nalediifyouwanttobeapartyanimal

thencutlooseandenjoyyourself.(staringat

me)ButIamnotabouttoplayhideandseek

withyou,I'mnotgoingtobepartofit(hethrew

thetowelonmyface)I'mtoooldforthatshit...

Itookdownthetowelandwatchedhimwalking

tothebedroomwhereheputonfreshclothes

andpackedthewetonesinhisemptylaptop

backpackthenhesatonthecouchtyinghis

shoelaces.Ididn'tknowwhattosay,mythroat

hurtbutididn'twanttocry...

Me:I'msorryforlyingtoyou..



Heignoredmeandstooduppressinghisphone

butitwouldn'tturnonthenheopeneditand

waterdropletsfellonthetable,heshookhis

headandputitinthebag.

Bakang:Youdidn'thavetomakemewaitforan

hourintherain...

Me:I'msorry...

Bakang:I'llneversurpriseanyoneagain,not

afterthisshit.Ileftworkforyou,becauseyou

liedtomesayingyou'relonelyandyoumissme,

itravelledallnighttobewithyouandyoulieto

me,makemewaitforyouinthecold.....

Me:(crying)I'msorry...

Bakang:Stopwithyourfaketears,it'snot

working...

Hegrabbedhisbagandopenedthedoor,itwas



stillrainingandtherewaswatereverywhere.He

putthebagdownandturnedaround...

Bakang:Givemeyourphone..

Iwalkedoverandhandeditover,hedialedhis

friendandwalkedtothekitchen...Igrabbedthe

broomandpretendedtobesweepingcloserto

thekitchenwhileeavesdropping.....

Voice:Yeah

Bakang:(leanedagainstthecounterand

crossedhislegs)Ogorogile?

Voice:Yeahandyou'redisturbing...

Bakang:(laughed)Gaohemahemayaanane

monnakegoneomohologang?

Voice:(laughed)It'sbeenawhile,youcan't



blameme...Keithetseeshrinkileeboileele

kana,kaemamolagore...

Bakang:(laughed)Hehehe...Canyoutakemeto

thebusrank?iwantthe7:30bus,I'mgoing

back.

Voice:Aomonnayou'llstrainyourback,8

hourstravellingthewholenightandthen

another8hoursgoingback?whathappened?

mosadiothathetselaitaka?

Bakang:(sighed)UhIt'salongstory,willyou

manage?

Voice:Notalktome...Whathappened?Gapee

chaile,thebushasalreadyleft...

Bakang:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit,takemeto

myhousethen.I'llgetmycaranddrivebackto

Gaborone....willyoumanageornot?

Voice:(shookhishead)I'llbethere...



Hehungupandwentthroughmypictures,call

registerandmessagesthenhewalkedoutand

threwitonthecouch.Heleanedbythedoor

andputhishandsinthepocketsstaringatthe

rain....icouldtellhewasangryandIwasafraid

tosayanythingbutididn'twanthimtogo.I

walkedbehindhimandwrappedmyarms

aroundhiswaistlayingmyheadonhisback

crying..Heswallowedandremainedstillwith

hishandsinpockets....

Me:(sniffed)Pleasedon'tgo...I'msorry...I'll

neverlietoyouagain.Idon'tevenknowwhyi

agreedbecauseididn'twanttogoletalone

spendanightoutthere.

Bakang:NalediIfmyexpectationsonyouare

toohighyoudon'thavetobewithme,Iwouldn't

wanttobewithyouwhenyouwishyoucouldbe

outtherepartying.Nextyearyou'llbeleaving

meinthehousewithourchildoileparting...



Me:(crying)That'snotwhoiam,pleasedon't

gobacktoGaborone.Imissedyou...Thebaby

missedyou...(crying)Pleaseholdme...idon't

wantyoutogo..Oskaatsamaa...

Heswallowedandturnedaroundhuggingme,i

huggedhimtightlycryingandhekissedmy

forehead.Heputhishandonmyneckand

pulledmeupforastrongkiss....OhGodi

missedhim...Justhisbreathwasenoughto

turnmeon.Heliftedmyt-shirtandroughly

rubbedmybreast,hepulleddownthebraand

tookoutmybreastthenheleanedoversucking

mytitsandkissedme.Hepulledouttheentiret

-shirtandthrewitawaythenhepulledme

closerandputonearmbehindme,beforei

knewmybrafellthenheheldmybreastsand

leanedsuckingmysensitivetits...theyweretoo

sensitiveithurtabitbutitwaswhathewanted

todoanditmadehimfeelgoodsoiacceptedit



andlovedit,soonenoughthepainwassweet...

Hekissedmeandgrabbedmyneckstaringin

myeyes....

Bakang:You'renotjustagirlfriend,you'repart

ofroyaltyandyoubetteractlikeit...Doyou

understandme?

Me:(nodded)Yes..

Bakang:(hetightenedhisgripjustenoughthen

hewhisperedinmyear)Doyouknowwho

headsthislittlefamily?

Me:(staringinhisfierceeyes)Youdo...

Bakang:Goodsowhenidon'tlikesomething

youdon'tdoit,understand?

Me:Yes...(irubbedhisboner)Iunderstand...

Islowlygotonmykneesandunhookedhisbelt

asheglaredatme...Ihadwaitedforitfor



weeksiwasn'tgoingtoletitgo.Myhormones

hadtorturedmeenough.....Iunzippedhisjeans

andpulledthemdown...Thereitwas...Laying

faceup,hardandreadywithabitofhiscum

stainonhisblackbriefs.Ipulledthemdown

thenitfellout,Irubbeditslowlyashestaredat

me,thenileanedoverandtastedit...It'shead

wassoftandsmoothasiplayedmytongue

aroundit...hefacedupandroaredfeelingevery

throbofmytongue...hegrabbedmybraidsand

pulledmecloserasigaggedonit.Heclearly

wantedmoreofmymouthandididn'thold

back...Ilethimcontrolmyheadashemovedit

inandout....

Bakang:*"£#'shhh....Can'tbelieveiwantedto

go.....

Helookeddownandcaressedmycheek,gently



brushingmybraidsbackasitightenedmygrip...

Hegrabbedmyhairandpulledmeupthenhe

leanedoverandkissedmybreastsagainthen

backtomymouth...Hepulleddownmy

stretchypantsandrubbedmypunanibreathing

downmyneck.Hisfriendblewthehornoutside

thenhepaused....

Bakang:(walkedbackwardsstaringatme

pullinguphispants)Staythere,don'tmove...

Iremainedstillasheranoutsideshirtlessinthe

rain,Ibitmylipproudly...Yes,hewasn'tgoing

nowhere.Hehurriedbackinsideandclosedthe

doorthenhegrabbedmyneckwithawethand

andkissedmewithwaterylipsaswater

dropletsfellonmyfacefromhishead....God,I

lovedthatman...Hisauthoritativerough

touchesweakenedmeandputmeinmyplace.



Hesqueezedmyroundbottomandspankedme

sohardifrownedthenhekissedmeagain

holdingmyneck...Heturnedmearoundlikea

teacherabouttogiveastudentawhip...He

leanedovertouchingandinspectingbothofmy

buttlikehewascheckingifanybodyhad

touchedwhat'shis,hespreadthemapartand

letthemshakethenhebithislowerlipand

turnedmearoundforanotherkiss...Thisone

wasabitgentle,Imusthavebeengettingmy

rewardforkeepingitsealed...Heledmetothe

couchandspreadmylegsthenhestroked

himselfandleanedoverkissingmesqueezing

himselfinsidemeatthesametime........

Aftersuchalongsweetpunishmentilaid

exhaustedlyonthebedasheopenedthe

windowsofourbedroom,therainhadstopped

butthebreezewasrefreshing...Hewalkedback

tobedcompletelynude,hispipesmackedhis



thighssidetosideashewalkedoverandlaid

nexttome...

Bakang:Tsogaonwedrink....

Me:(withmyeyesclosed)Wait...(heavedasigh)

Ilikethebreezegettinginthroughthewindow....

Hepinnedhiselbowonthepillowandfacedme

thoughtfullythenhegentlytracedmycheek

withhisknucklegoingdownmychinand

leanedoverkissingme.

Bakang:(hissmilefaded)Thereissomethingi

havetotellyou...

Me:Keeng?

Bakang:(spreadhisfingers)Holdmyhand...



Iputmyhandonhisthenheclaspedmyhand

andleanedoverkissingme,aminutepassed

whilehewasstaringatmetryingtofindbetter

words...myheartpoundedasidesperately

staredinhiseyes.

Bakang:The...........

Likethispostifyousupporttheideaofabonus

insertbefore11pm.Wearecelebrating150K

Likesonthepagefamily,keepgrowingand

keepLiking,muchlove.
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Atmyhouse.…

Iputmyhandonhisthenheclaspedmyhand

andleanedoverkissingme,aminutepassed

whilehewasstaringatmetryingtofindbetter

words...myheartpoundedasidesperately

staredinhiseyes.

Bakang:Thereisawomaniusedtosleepwith

inGaborone-

Me:(heartskipped)OhGod...

Bakang:Sheispregnant...

Me:Howfaralongisshe?

Bakang:Sheis8monthspregnant...

Itookaminutetodigestit,ididn'tevenknow

whattosaytohim.Iremovedmyhandfromhis



andsatuppullingatoweltomychest...

Me:Areyoustillwithher?

Bakang:BabeI'mnotwithher,shejusttoldme

sheispregnantsoI'llbesupportingmybaby

that'sit.

Me:Sothat'swhyyouhadthose2cards,they

arehers...?

Bakang:They'renotherstheyareformy

daughter.

Me:Ohsoyouhaveadaughter?

Bakang:No,thescansaysit'sagirl...idon't

haveanyotherchildbesidestheonesI'm

expectingwiththetwoofyou.

Me:(istoodupandpacedaroundrubbingmy

forehead)Ican'tbelieveyoudidthistome,

whenyousleptwithmeyouknewshewas

pregnant...Shewas3monthspregnant,3



months!

Bakang:Iknewshewaspregnantbutshe

wasn'tmygirlfriend.

Me:Despiteknowingalltheseyougotangry

whenimentionedemergencypills...ican't

believeyou'remakingmeaboyfriendsnatcher

Bakang:(stoodupandheldmyarmsstaringat

me)Hey-heyidonotgetsnatched,I'mnot

somekindofproperty...I'mnotwithher,we

brokeup.Lookatme...(ilookedinhiseyes)I'm

notwithher...iloveyou,trustme.

Me:Why?

Bakang:Whywhat?

Me:Whyaren'tyouwithher?

Bakang:Itdidn'tworkout,shethoughtiwastoo

controlling.Sheleftme...

Me:HowdoIknowyou'retellingthetruth?

Bakang:Babethat'sthetruth....I'mtheonewho



decidedtotellyou,givemealittlecreditforthat

andyouneedtositdownbeforeyougetdizzy.

Me:(Isatonthebed)What'shername?

Bakang:(satnexttome)Whydoyouwanther

name?

Me:Ijustwanttoknow,wheredoesshecome

from?

Bakang:HernameisDudu,Duduetsang.Sheis

fromaroundhere...

Me:Doyouloveher?

Bakang:No...

Me:WhydoesshestayinGaboroneifshe

comesfromMaun?

Bakang:Sheisjobhunting..

Me:HowisshemaintainingherselfinGaborone

ifsheisunemployed?

Bakang:Babeidon'tknow,sheisnotmy



girlfriend,howamisupposedtoknow?Wehad

sexseveraltimes,nothingmore.

Me:Soyouhadsexwiththisstrangerthatyou

don'tknowhowshemakesalivinginthecity?

Youhadunprotectedsexwithherandstilldon't

knowifsheisprostitute?

Bakang:ShedidArchitecturebutshecouldn't

findajobsosheimportsandsellshairand

makeup....somethinglikethat.

Me:Yanongnegolethataenggobuwagone

moo?Sowhenyouhadsexwithherwereyou

buyingit?

Bakang:No,wedatedforacoupleofmonths.

Me:Ican'tbelievethis.Babeifyou'restill

sleepingwiththiswomanletmeknow.

Bakang:(slowly)I-am-not-sleeping-with-her

Me:Doessheknowaboutme?

Bakang:Isthisgoingtoend?



Me:Whyareyougettingagitated?

Bakang:Iamnotgettingagitated,youasked

meenoughquestions.Myexispregnant,ithas

nothingtodowithmypresentlife.Iloveyou...

Me:Soshedoesn'tknowaboutme?

Bakang:Sheknowsihaveagirlfriend,areyou

happy?

Me:No,I'mstillnotsatisfiedwithyouranswers.

Bakang:Whatelsedoyouwanttoknow?

Me:Uhhhhhh...(coveredmyfacecrying)Oh

God....

Bakang:(heldmyhand)I'msorryfornottelling

youthis.

Me:(rubbedmyeyes)Ididn'twantababy...I

feltthatsomethingwasn'trightbutyouplayed

me,didyouevenforgetcondoms?

Bakang:Really?



Me:You'reirresponsible,icouldhavebeenHIV

positiveandyoudidn'tthinktwiceaboutthat...

Whichmakesmewonderhowmanywomen

youdragtoyourfather'sfarmforsome50

shades

Bakang:Howmanymendoyousleepwithon

yourfirstdate?Ittakestwototangodon't

blamethisonme,youwanteditjustasmuch

asidid,ididn'trapeyou.Webothknewwe

weremakingababy(istaredathimandshook

myheadindisbeliefthenheheldmyhandand

sighed)Babelook...Webothmademistakes...

ThankGodtherewasn'tHIVoranythinglike

thatbutwemadealifetogether,wehaveto

makesurehe/shelivesthebestkindoflife

thereis.Thereisnouseforustoargueabout

whatshouldhavehappened,it'stoolate.YesI

fuckedup,ishouldn'thaveknockedyouup

knowingshewaspregnantbutithappened,so

wehavetomoveon.



Me:(sighed)Yougotherbabyshoppingcards,

whereareminethen?

Bakang:ShegottheAckerman'sone,you'lluse

theJetcard.

Me:Sonnangwanakekeeneaparangdi

leftovers?

Bakang:Youcanfilloutthedetailsinanyshop

ofyourchoiceandletmeknowthenI'llmake

paymentonthat,pleasedon'tmakethis

situationanydifficultthanitis.I'malready

tryingtobalanceallthese...Myfatherisangry

atmeaboutthisbecausehedidn'tknowabout

heruntil3monthsbackwhenherparents

contactedhim.

Me:Sothat'swhyihadtowaitbeforei

announcemypregnancy,sothatyourfathercan

dealwithherfamily?(itookoffmynecklace)

whereistheotherhalfofthisheart?

Bakang:(laughedandstoodup)OhmyGod,are



youseriouslydoingthis?

Me:Don'tlaughit'snotfunny,whereistheother

half?

Bakang:(heldhiswaistfacingthetheotherway)

Ihadinthecar,idon'tknowwhereitis...

(lookedatme)Ilostit...

Me:GivemeDuduetsang'snumbersothatIcan

askher,maybeshefounditinyourhouse,you

knowthehouseyoustayatinGaborone.Soare

youneighboursthereorwhat?...(ithrewiton

thebed)WHEREISTHEOTHERHALF?

Bakang:Isaidilostit...(angrily)Anddon't

screamatme.Igaveyouthisasagiftbecause

ivalueourrelationship,iloveyouandwhen

you'regonepartofmeisgone,whenweare

togetherI'mcompletethat'swhatthisisabout.

Stoplettingyourimaginationruinwhatwehave,

Shouldmylifestopbecausemyexispregnant?

Iamnotlettingyoutalktoherbecausesheis



anexandidon'twantdrama.Ifshetriestotalk

toyoudon'ttalkherbecauseiwon'tbe

responsibleforwhateveryoutwosayordoto

oneanother.

Me:You'relyingtome...(tearfullystaringathim)

Idon'twanttobewithyouanymore.This

relationshipisover...

Bakang:Kantekebuileengsesemolato?Iknew

ishouldhavekeptmymouthshut,thereislike

thetruthshallsetyoufree.

Me:You'renotgoingtoguilttrapme,tsamaya

Bakang.TsamayakogoDuduetsang...

Bakang:Naledithemmakeagoratadon'tdo

this,soyou'regoingtoleavemebecauseislept

withsomeonemonthsbeforemeetingyou?

Me:I'mleavingyoubecauseyourstoryisnot

convincing,ithasloopholesbiggerthanmy

head...I'mnotstupid.Igaveyoumybodyand

youmisusedit.Justleave.



Bakang:Whataboutthebaby?

Me:Whataboutit?I'llletyouknowwhensheis

born.

Bakang:Whyareyousoangryaboutmypast...

Me:Youdon'tgetit...Idon'tthinkyou'llgetit.

Justleave.

Iwrappedmyselfwithatowelandhandedhim

hisbagtheniopenedthedoor,heslowlystood

up,putonhisclothesandwalkedout,hestood

atthedoorandturnedaroundtofacemebuti

slammedthedoorandlockeditthensliddown

crying....

Bakang:Naledi?Canyouopenthedoorsothat

wecantalk?

Naledi:(sniffed)TsamaaBakang...

Bakang:TakeDudu'snumberandtalktoher,



askherifI'mstillwithher...Bulakemoleletse

rightnow,I'llputmysimcardinyourphoneand

callher.Bula...

Naledi:Justgo...

Bakang:Okay,ifyouchangeyourmindcallme.

Naledi:Iwon'tcallyou,you'renotthefirstman

tobreakmyheartandwalkoutofmylife,my

fatherdidandI'mstillstanding.Iwasfine

beforeimetyouandI'llbefineafter...

Bakang:OhgreatnowI'mpayingforyour

father'smistakes,howsweet...(sighed)Babe

themmabula...Canihugyou?

Naledi:Tsamaa

Bakang:Canisaygoodbyetothebaby?Ijust

wanttotouchyourbumpthenI'llgo.

Naledi:Justgo....

Bakang:Soyou'regoingtoletyourfeelingsget

betweenmeandourchild?Ididn'tsayiwant



youijustwanttotouchherbeforeigo...

Ikeptquiet,hesatonthestoopforalmostan

hourthenhewalkedaway,Imovedthecurtains

andstaredathimashewalkedaway.......

AtMaduo'shouse.....

ABenzstoppedatthegatethenshestepped

outandwalkedinthehouselimping.Shethrew

herthingsonthecouchandsatdownthenshe

coveredherfaceandscreamedloudly.....

Maduo:OhGod......OhmyGod,OhmyGod........

Shetookoffherjeansandfilledthetubthen

shesatinsidefor30minutes,shesteppedout



anddialedReneilwe...

Reneilwe:Hello?

Maduo:(crying)...

Reneilwe:Maduo?Whyareyoucrying?

Maduo:Pleasecomeover...

Reneilwe:I'mbusyMaduowhatisit?areyou

drunkagain?

Maduo:(sniffed)um...(thoughtfully)Yes...I'm

drunk,bye...

Shehungupanddialedanothernumber...

Atmyhouse...

Isatonthebedcryingdeletingeverypictureof



Bakangiyphonethenitrang...

Me:Hello?

Maduo:(crying)Naledi-

Me:(pausedcrying)Listenhereyoudrunkard,i

amsickandtiredoftakingcareofyoulike

you'realittlegirl.Iamdonebeingyourfriendif

thisisthekindoflifeihavetolivejusttobe

yourfriend.Iamnotlearninganythingfromyou,

ibenefitnothingfrombeingyourfriendyou'rea

drawback.Youknownothingaboutlifeexcept

goingoutandpartyingeveryweekend.Iamnot

youandifyoucan'tacceptmeasaboring

friendwhodoesn'tgooutdon'tchangeme.The

onlytimeyoucallmeiswhenyouneedasober

persontoescortyoutooneofyourdrinking

sprees,I'mdonebeingyourguard.

Ihungupandswitchedoffmyphone....



AtAbaleng'shouse.....

LateronBakangparkedbehindhiscarand

knockedonthedoor,Abalengopenedthedoor

shirtless...

Bakang:Hi..

Abaleng:(surprisedhelookedaround)Hello

Bakang:Canwetalk?

Abaleng:WhereisNaledi?

Bakang:Atherhouse...

Abaleng:Givemeaminute...

Abalengwalkedbackinthehouseandgot

dressedthenhewalkedovertoBakangwho

wasleaningagainsthiscar...Theybothleaned



againstthecarandbothcrossedtheirarms....

Abaleng:What'sgoingon?

Bakang:I'mgoingtotellyouaverycomplicated

storyandIhopeyou'llhelpmeattheendofit.If

youcan'tI'llunderstand.

Abakeng:Whatisit?

Bakang:Iknowyoudon'tlikemebecauseofthe

impressioneveryonehasaboutroyaltyand

maybeevenbecauseofwhomymother.No

onereallyknowstherealmebecauseiget

definedbymyparentsbutbelievemewhenI

sayiloveyourlittlesister.Ididn'tevenknowi

lovedherthismuchbutido,that'swhyIamh-

Hisnewphonerangthenhetookitoutand

staredatthescreen...



Bakang:Ihavetotakethis,itmightbean

emergency.

Abaleng:Sure

Bakang:(steppedasideandpicked)Hey

Dudu:(crying)I'monmywaytothehospital

Bakang:Why?Isn'tittooearlyforthat?

Dudu:(crying)Itis,idon'tknowwhyI'minpain,i

don'twanttolosemybaby..

Bakang:(swallowed)Isthereanyblood?

Dudu:Nobutithurts,ithurtsalot...

Bakang:I'mcoming...I'llbethereintheevening,

bestrong.

Dudu:(crying)Bakang,I'mscared....

Bakang:Bona,ketaagolletsaautwa?Letme

bookaticketorsomething...I'llcallyou.

Dudu:(crying)ican'tlose-

Bakang:Wearenotgoingtoloseher,Okay?



Justbelievethat,I'mcomingoverthere....

HehungupandwalkedovertoAbaleng...

Bakang:Thisisanemergency,ihavetogoand...

(sighed)Forgetwhatiwasabouttosay,this

trueloveshitdoesn'texistanyway,idon'tknow

whatiwasthinking.Sorry

Abakeng:O-kay...

HegotinthecaranddroveoffthenAbaleng

walkedbackinthehouseandclosedthe

door………(9t)
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Atmyhouse....



Laterthatafternoonilookedatmyselfonthe

mirrortomakesuremyeyesweren'treddish,i

wasokay....Iopenedthedoorformybrother

thenhewalkedinwithReneilwe...

Me:(smiled)Uhujaanongyoomoselakae?

Abaleng:(laughed)Bythestreet,youtwobetter

startthinkingaboutbuyingcars...iwon'tbe

givingfreeridesanymore.

Me:(laughed)I'mbuyingminenextyear,mark

mywords.

Reneilwe:Nnain2years....ByGod'sgrace.

Abaleng:Canwetalkoutside?

Me:Yeah,noproblem...KeetaNeinei

Ifollowedmybrothertothecar,iwascurious



toknowwhathewantedtotalktomeabout,he

seemsabittense....

Abaleng:Bakangcametoseemeearlier

Me:(sighed)Whatdidhewant?

Abaleng:Whatdidyoudotohim?Neathomola

peloblind

Me:Mxm...Bakangisunbelievable,doyou

knowthathehasagirlfriend?apregnant

girlfriendsoilefthim.Idon'twanttoenduplike

mamanna.Ihaveseenenoughdramawithmy

father.

Abaleng:Ifeellikehewantedtotellme

somethinggenuinebuthegotinterruptedbyan

emergencycall.Hetoldmehelovedyouandhe

soundedreal..Whatdidhesayaboutthe

pregnantgirl?

Me:Hesaidsheishisex



Abaleng:Butit'spossible,alotofpeoplebreak

upduringpregnancy.Whatifheistellingthe

truth?

Me:Heislying,iknowhistypethenextthinghe

willbetreatingmelikeMogapitreatedNey.I'm

notdoingthat,ilovedhimkanaAbaleng,igave

himmybodyandsoul,gotheididn'thold

anythingback.Hegotmepregnantknowinghe

wasexpectinganotherchildwithher.

Abaleng:Soiwasright?You'repregnant...

(shookhishead)I'mdisappointedinyou...It

wasjusttoosoonakereobonagorenowyou

mustincludeyourchild'sbestinterestswhen

youmakedecisions?Childrenalways

complicatethings..

Me:Minewon'tcomplicateanything,1childis

easytomanage

Abaleng:It'snotalwaysthateasyandifit'sa

boyyou'regoingbeinamorecomplicated



situationthaneverbecausethesepeopletake

prideinhavingboys.Tothemboysarevery

important...Hemightevenfightyouincourt

andwincustodyofthechild,nowadaysthelaw

haschanged.Itnolongerfavourswomenjust

becausetheyarewomen,youcanloseyour

childandbeavisitingparent.

Me:(sighed)I'llcrossthatbridgewhenIget

there,I'mangryathim,ontennemogomaswe

andheisstillsleepingwithhissocalledex.

(tearfully)Heisstillsleepingwithherbecause

shestaysinGaboronewithhim.Hecheatedon

me...

Abaleng:Doyoustilllovehim?

Me:Ilovehim,Idon'tthinkI'llloveanyonebut

I'mnotgoingtobeasidechick.Iambetterthan

that,ican'tbetheotherwoman.

Abaleng:Takeyourtime...Ithinkyou'retoo

angrytobelogical.Nextweekaboolletsa



Bakangandhearhimout,understandhisstory

beforeyoujumpintoanyconclusions.Hesaid

somethinginterestingearlier,gorehegets

judgedwithwithhisfamilybackgroundandhe

isright,Ireallydon'tknowBakang.Ijustknow

heisaprinceandthatrichpeopleare

manipulate,that'swhatIconcludedabouthim.

Me:Bakangomaaka

Abaleng:(laughed)okay...Don'tmakeany

decisionswhenyouareangry,gonejaanajust

crythennextweekcallhimandsitdown,be

calmandaskhimanythingyouwanttoknow

thenmakeadecision.Obonadecisioneoe

dirangolecalmisalwaysthebest.Canwe

agreeonthat?

Me:No,I'mfinewithouthim,thisiswhyididn't

wantaboyfriend.Gakebatestress,hemade

measidechick.....



AttheLetsholathebehospital.…

Maduowalkedoutofthehospitalputtingher

policereportandpillsinhebagthensheput

headsetsinherearsandlistenedtomusic

walkingtothetaxistop....Ditsamecalled...

Maduo:Hello?

Ditsame:Heylovelove

Maduo:HiDitsame,whenineededmytransport

moneythemostkeithetsegosenasepebutmy

pursewasinyourcar.

Ditsame:Areyouaccusingme?

Maduo:Ileftwiththatguybutwhenwegotto

hishousehewantedtohaveunprotectedsex

withme,irefusedandhekickedmeoutat2am

inthemorning.Iwaitedbythetaxistoponlyto

findoutIdon'thavemoneythenihadtowalkby



theroadka2phakela...Fourguyspickedmeup

byforce...(pausedandswallowedtearfully)i

wasscared,ithoughttheywouldtaketurnson

meuntilmorningbutiescapedandranaway.

Ditsame:Idon'tknowwhereyourmoneywent,

atleastyoudidn'tgetraped.4guysmma?That

wouldhavebeenreallybad...Sorry.Anyway

Celinaishavingapartytonight,poolparty

choma...Freebeer,imagine!

Maduo:Nnaketogetsebojalwa,Idon'twantto

attendparties.Ineedtimealonetothinkabout

mylife,maybefindastablerelationshipand

thinkaboutkids.

Ditsame:(laughed)Karebagotshositsetota

bannabao...Aomma,freebeer!Let'sgo...

Maduo:No,andkopagoreoskanteletsagapeif

youwanttotalkaboutalcoholorpartiesI'm

alsonotsureyou'reagoodfriendifmymoney

candisappearinyour,gapegaselanthamadia



nyelelainyourpresence.Bye

Ditsame:Iyoo

Shehungupandgotinataxi...Thenshe

deletedhernumberandeveryoneshecalled

duringhertimeofneedbutgotrejected.She

putherheadsetsandlistenedtoher

motivationalaudios....

Atthehospital....

Bakangwalkedinstaringatthebabyand

smiledtouchinghertinyfingers...Dudusmiled

emotionallylookingatthepricelessexpression

onhisface.Shestillcouldn'tfindtherightway

torectifyhermistakes,shegotnervousevery

timeshethoughtaboutsayinganything...



Bakang:Shelooksbeautiful...ican'tbelievei

madeaperson,thisisveryawkward.

Dudu:(smiled)Youdid...

Bakang:Whenaretheydischargingyou?

Dudu:Ithinktomorrow...Theywantustomake

suresheisperfectlyfinebecausesheisa

premature.

Bakang:(satdown)That'swhatthedoctorsaid

butatleastherweightisnotbad,2.5kgis

okay....Haveyouspokentoyourmom?

Dudu:Yes.

Bakang:(sighedandcheckedhisphoneforthe

3rdtime)Okay...letmeknowifyoudecidedon

yourtravelingdaysothatIcanarrangeaone

wayticketforyou.(hecheckedhisphoneagain)

Nxeh...

Dudu:Areyouokay?

Bakang:Yeah...I'mgood



Dudu:(smiled)Mmm...Iknowthatface,i

thoughtwearefriends.

Bakang:It'snothing....Naledidumpedme...

Dudu:(almostsmiledbutheldhersmileback)

Oh,thatissosad...why?

Bakang:Itoldheraboutyou,shegotangryand

dumpedme.Ijustdidn'tthinkitwasabigdeal.

Dudu:Whatareherreasonsfordumpingyou

exactly?

Bakang:Shedoesn'tbelievethatI'mtellingthe

truthgoreyouleftmegapeotenegetsegorei

gotherpregnant,obuadilohela.Kgangyateng

entsentsestressmogomaswe,ididn'texpect

hertoreactlikethat.Sheliedtomeabout

somethingelseandiforgaveherbutigot

dumpedfortellingthetruth.Keipotsagorele

nnanekephaphisitswekeeng.Ishouldn'thave

toldher...

Dudu:Don'tregretdoinggood,yesyouwere



wrongtokeepitasecretallalongbutit'snot

likeyoucheatedonherandyouhaven'tdated

forlong,youwouldn'tjusttellhereverything

aboutyourlifein1day.I'mproudofyoufor

tellingthetruth....Maybeshewasn'tmeantto

betheone.

Bakang:Itbothersmethatshedoesn'tbelieve

methoughwhenistartedtheconversationto

beginwith,Ievenaskedhertoletmecallyou

sothaticanconfirmitbutsherefused.O

siame...

Dudu:(laughed)Heewareng?Bakangtherra

don'tinvolvemeinyourdramawena,doyou

wanthertobeatme?Eh-ehrragakebatego

betswakebanyanabagago....

Bakang:Nommegaannayalo.

Dudu:(laughed)MoleseRragwengwanakere

godisengwana

Bakang:(laughed)Wenagaoserious,waarialo



fromtheregareomanawanthalawena....But

seriouslycanyoutellherthetruth?

Dudu:No,whatifsheinsultsme?

Bakang:Shewon't,ipromiseyou...(staringat

her)I'mbeggingyou...Justtellherthetruth,

youdon'thavetosaymuch.

Dudu:Bakangtherradon'tmakemedothis...

Bakang:I'mbeggingyou,ihaveneveraskedyou

forafavour.Please...

Dudu:(shecouldneversaynotohimevenif

shewantedto)Okay.....Givemehernum-

Bakang:(hethankfullykissedhercheekandshe

laughed)Thanks....Ioweyoubigtime....

Thanksalot,you'reasaviour

Dudu:(fakedasmilepressingherphone)So

whatdoisaytoher?

Bakang:Idon'tknowjusttellherthetruth...

Dudu:Okay



Shedialedthenumberbutitwentstraightto

voicemail...

Dudu:Voicemail

Bakang:(hisdaughtersneezedthenheturned

toher)Trycallingherlater......

Dudu:(smiledlookingatherdaughter)doyou

wanttoholdher?

Bakang:Sheistootiny,idon'twanttobreakher.

I'llholdhernextweek...

Dudu:(laughed)Aoshembeastbathongkante

oboijaana?

Bakang:(laughed)Idon'twanttodropmy

daughter...

Dudu:LeanoversothatIcangetapictureof

youtwoforhermemorybook.



Heleanedoverkissinghisdaughterandeven

touchedhertinynoseasDudulaughedthenshe

leanedoverandtookpicturesofthethreeof

them.

Bakang:(checkedhistime)Iwanttogotothe

officeandfinishofftheworkihadleft

yesterday...

Dudu:Aennapeleobonengwanasheh..

Bakang:(lookedather)Uhmothoyowaotsela

yo...(stoodup)OnteletsegaobuileleNaledi

autwa?

Dudu:Yeah..

Heheldherhandstaringatherasshetriedto

hideherfeelings...



Bakang:Areyouokay?

Dudu:(smiled)Yeah,I'mfine...

Bakang:(brushedhermesseduphair)Callmeif

youneedanything...

Dudu:Alright,bye(Heleanedoverandkissed

hisdaughter)Sheisgettingkissesalready?

("jokingly")whataboutme?Thaolelekeyaeng?

Bakang:(laughedwalkingoutbackwards)You'll

getoneifyoutalktoNaledi...(jokingly)Along

juicyone...Bye

Dudu:(laughed)Bye...

Hewalkedout....

Atmyhouse...

Laterthateveningilaidonthecouchand



switchedonmyphone,ihadovermissedcalls

fromBakangbutignoredthemandcalledthe

unknownnumber.Isippedjuicereducingthetv

volume...

Voice:Hello?

Me:Hi,Imissedacallfromthisnumber

Dudu:(shecheckedherscreenthenherheart

skipped)Oh,mynameisDuduentsang..

Me:(Iswallowedthejuiceandcoughed)Okay...

Duduetsangkemang?

Dudu:Um...IwastalkingtoBakangearlierand

hementionedthatiwasthereasonforyour

breakupbutwehaven'tbeentogetherforthe

past7monthsorso..

Me:Oh...okay.Ithoughthewaslyingtome

Dudu:(tearfullyholdinghertearsback)No,he

wasn't-bye



Me:(shehungup)bye...

Ihungupandsighed,thatwastheweirdestcall

ieverreceived,myheartwasstillpounding....

Atthehospital....

Meanwhileshehungandcoveredhermouthin

disbeliefasherfriendwalkedin,Shelookedat

herfriendandburstintotears.Theconfused

friendhuggedherrubbingherback.........

Her:Dudummagorileng?(lookingatthebaby)

Isthebabyokay?

Dudu:(shakyvoice)Sheisfine...Ijustspoketo

Naledi

Her:(shewipedDudu'stears)Whatdidshe



want?Youshouldhavehungupthephoneif

shewasinsultingyou.

Dudu:No,heaskedmetotellherthatweare

nottogetheranymore,iguessshedidn'tbelieve

him.

Her:Dudummawhywouldyouagreeto

somethingyou'renotcomfortablewith?You're

nottogethereebutyoudon'thavetotellher,if

Nalediisinsecureabouttheirrelationshipit's

notyourproblem.Didyoutalktohimaboutthe

twoofyou?

Dudu:No,nnaketshabagobatamonna

Her:You'renotproposinghim.Gasegommata

maratomothoyonentseelewagago...you're

justapologisingforhowyoubadlytreatedhim

duringpregnancy.Youcanevenexplainkabo,it

happensforawomantohatehermanduring

pregnancy....Tellhimhegaveuptoosoonle

gorehemovedontoosoon.Keraahelagore



howdidyougofromputtingyourfamily

togethertohandingitovertoNaledi?You'll

neverseehimagainafterthis,you'retooslow

Dudu...

Dudu:Ifheismine,hewillcomearound.

(rubbinghereyes)MoleseeneNalediamotsee,

kesiamekele1lengwanake.I'lldomy

businessesandmoveon.IbilekeyaMaun,I'll

sellmoreweavestherebeforeicomeback

here...Godwillseemethrough.

Her:MmemmaoesentsekagobualeNaledi,

I'mworriedthatyouneversaynotoBakang,

everythinghesayskeyessiryessirasifheput

aspellonyou.

Dudu:Justleaveit,Godwillfightforme.Idon't

havetobeghim,ifhelovesmehewilltellme.

Her:Iguessyou'reright....

AtBakang'soffice...



Heleanedbackfromthecomputerandrubbed

thestrainoffhiseyesthenhisphonerang....

Bakang:Hello?

Dudu:(lowvoice)Itoldher...

Bakang:(pickedsomethingfromhervoice)

Okay,areyouokay?

Dudu:(swallowed)I'mfine...

Bakang:Sorryautwa...

Dudu:I'mfine..

Bakang:You'renot.

Dudu:I'mfine,Bye

Bakang:Wait......(therewasashortawkward

silence)Thanksfortellingher.

Dudu:Anythingforyou...



Bakang:I'msorry...Ididn'tkno-

Dudu:(rubbedhertears)I'mfineBakang,take

keamusengwana.

Bakang:Okay,thanksformakingmeafirsttime

dad...I'llnevergetthatfromanyone.

Dudu:(smiled)you'rewelcome...Bye

Bakang:Bye..

Hehungupandputhisphoneonthedeskthen

herubbedhisfaceandheavedahugesigh.........

AMONTHLATER...........
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AtDudu'smother's...



Theking'scardrovethroughtherustedgate

andparkedunderthetree,theQueenrolled

downthewindowandscannedthewholeyard

withafrownabovehernose...Therewereonly

twobachelorpadsintheyardandfencewasn't

goodthoughitwasstillstandingjustnotthe

standardhissonshouldbeassociatingwith....

Queen:Iswearthisboyhasdestitutionfetishor

heisrunningacharityorganisationweknow

nothingabout.Wheredidigowrongraisingthis

him?

King:(sighed)Sweetheartplease,notnow...

Auntie:Peloejaserati,ilikethathedoesn't

lookatawoman'sbackgroundwhenhe

chooses,hejustgoesforagoodwoman

regardlessofwhereshecomesfrom.Forget

thebackground..



Uncle:(laughed)Trustmehelooksattheback--

-ground,Spotthedifferenceintheseyoung

women.

King:(laughedwiththeuncle)Theyhavesimilar

back---grounds.I'mproudofmyboy.

Queen:(clueless)You'reproudofhimbecause

helet'swomenusehimtoliveagoodlife?They

obviouslywantmoneyfromhim.

King:Nevermind...Pleaselet'sgo...

MeanwhileDudu'smotherclearedthefloorand

broughtthechairs,theRoyalfamilyknocked

andwalkedin...Bakang'sauntsatonthefloor

admiringthebabyasshewaslayingnextto

Dudu..thekingandhisbrothersatdown

handingoverthegroceries.Dudu'smothertook

themtothekitchenasthequeensatdown

lookingatthebaby...



Theyexchangedgreetingsandupdatesthenthe

babywashandedovertotheking...Hesmiled

lookingather....

Kgosi:Hello....Princess...

Queen:(lookingfromadistance)Thisbaby

doesn'tlooklikeaprematurebaby

Dudu'smother:Howdoprematurebabieslook

mmakgosi?

Queen:Sheistoobigforaprematurebaby,i

thoughtshewassupposedtostayinthe

hospitalinaglassforweeksuntilamonthhas

elapsed.IwonderifBakangcountedthe

monthsproperly...

Auntie:MmagweResebatho...

Dudu'smother:Duduetsangeneyo..(pointing

ather)thisbiggirllayinghere...Shewasbornat

8monthsandsheweighed2.8ibilePrincessis



toolight...Duduweighed2.8asapremature.

It'snoteveryprematurebabythatneedsa

ventilator...Wecallthemventilatorsnotglasses.

Queen:Thenitwouldn'tbeapremature

Dudu'smother:Prematuremeansthebabyis

bornbeforetimenotnecessarilythatit'snot

fullydeveloped.Therearebabieswhoareborn

weighing4.5doyoumeantotellmethey

gainedthatweightonlyonthelastmonth?It

obviouslymeansthebabywasgrowingwellon

thelasttrimester...(offended)Ifyou'retryingto

saythisisnotyourson'schildthenI'm

disappointedinyou-

Dudu:(whispered)Mama-

Dudu'smother:Nnyaangwanaka,idon'tlike

thiswoman'sattitudetowardsthis

baby...Dudu'sfatherwasanurse,ifhewashere

hewouldexplaintoyouthatnotallpremature

babiesarebornweak.Youhaven'tseenherina



monthandyoualreadyknoweverythingabout

her?(tookadeepbreath)Forgivememyking,i

donotmeantosounddisrespectfulmonngame

-

Kgosi:(sighed)Iunderstand.…pleasedon't

apologise...Iamsorryfortheremarksmywife

justmade.I'msureshemeantnoharm....

Dududisappointedlydrunkhersoftporridgeas

thefamilycontinuedmakingsmalltalksabout

generalthings,shedidn'texpectthatkindof

reactionfromBakang'smotherontheirfirst

encounter...Shecouldn'tevenunderstandwhy

shedidn'tlikeherormaybeitwasbecauseof

herweight....shehadalwaysbeencautious

aboutthat...Shelookedatherporridgeinabig

bowlandputitdowngiltstricken.......

AwhilelatertheRoyalfamilywishedthemwell



anddroveoffintheirshinycar....

Queen:(sighed)Bakangisgoingtogivemea

heartattack,gaketlhaloganyegorekagorenga

ratanalebommehelababakana.It'slikehe

can'tseehisagemates...

Auntie:ButDuduetsanglooksveryyoung,her

bodyischubbybutsheisobviouslyway

youngerthanBakangleeneNaledikemmele

hela,kebanabathoba.

Queen:Hehastokeepsearching,gaadireleha

elesepe...

Uncle:Inthemeantimewemusttiehistubeso

hedoesn'tscattertheroyalseedsinevery

gardenhepassesby...royalblooddoesn't

scatterlikethis.Webecomeacloseneat

family...EvenifyougooutsideMaunoya

mahelongamangweyou'llneverseeaPrince's

childrenscatteredalloverthevillage...Kemoila,



itneverhappenskaSetswanaeveninAfricaas

whole.Heshouldstophere....Otaaresutisa

sechaba.

King:Ispoketohimaboutthat,heassuredme

itwasamistakehewillneverrepeat.Ke

mmoleletsegorepeoyabogosigaegasiwemo

tshimongnngwelenngwekatselaekebonang

adirakateng....

MeanwhileDudu'smothernoticedshewas

cryingunderhersheets,shesatnexttoherand

pulledoutthesheets....

Her:What'swrong?

Dudu:(crying)Mamakanagaoutwamogatse

kgosiarianabagolathisaBakangngwana

gotwegasewagagwe,Ican'tfindajoband

sellingweaveswon'tsupportPrincessthewayi

want...



Her:Ifheabandonsherthereisnothingyoucan

doandidon'tsupportforcingamantolovehis

childbyreportinghimforchildmaintenance,if

Bakangstartsshowingdoubtslethimbeand

raisethischild.Baagolamobanababa

lathilwengkeborrabo,someofthembecome

ministersandPhDholdersevenwithoutfathers.

Iraisedyoualoneafteryourfatherdied,didyou

starve?

Dudu:No

Her:Good,idon'twantyoucryingforthisman

likethis.Ithastostop,otaabopamaDudu

kegotholaoakantseBakang.(stood)I'mgoing

topreparebathingwaterforyou...Whenyou

finishyoumustpumpthebabysomemilkand

godoyourhair,I'llremainwithher.Idon'twant

morevisitorsseeingyouwithyourhairlike

that...they'llstartthinkingyou'reolderthan

Bakang.Distichdialetaakere?

Dudu:Yesicansitjustfinelehaketshaba..



Her:(laughed)It'salwaysscarytolearnsitting

again

Assoonashermotherleftshetookouther

phoneandstaredathispictureswiththeir

daughter....Hehadgoodlookingbeardandhis

lipslookedliketheyweredrawnperfectlywitha

pencilbuthehadalittlescarabovehislip.He

hadtoldherhefellfromatreeatthefarmwhen

hewasalittleboy..Hisnosewastooshortbut

shesmiledbecauseeverythingabouthimwas

perfectinhereyes....shedialedhisnumberbut

hedidn'tpick,shesighedandlaiddown...

AtBakang'shouse....

Meanwhilehisfriendwatchedhimasheputthe

phonedownwithoutpickingit...



Bakang:What?

Temo:Whoisit?

Bakang:It'sDudu...(sighed)

Temo:BKkanaDuduwagorata,waitse?

Bakang:I'mtryingtoworkthingswithNaledi...

WithDuduIknowI'llgetdumpedifibreakacup

orifisneezetooloud,orifmycolognedisgust

her,myrelationshipwithDuduwaschildish

towardstheend.Shewasboredwithme,neke

moipateletsahelawhenshewaspregnant,i

triedtostickaroundevenaftershedumpedme,

iwastherelikeweweretogetherbutonceimet

Nalediistoppedfollowingher.Shedidn'tcare

allalonguntilafterdeliveringthebaby,

sometimesidoubtifit'sreallymychildbecause

shedidn'twantmenearherwhenshewas

pregnant.

Temo:(sighed)Yeahneh...It'satoughonebuti



justdon'tseeDuducheatinglehantsegotwe

womenkeepsecrets,Duducan'tcheat.

Bakang:Idon'tknowI'mjustsaying,that'swhat

Ifeel,ihonestlydon'tknowwhattothinkbut

partofmeknowssheisagoodgirlmmehelai

wantNaledimore...

Temo:Ehe,nnaakereIdon'tknowNaledithat

much,Imeanyouknockedheruptheminute

yousawher,youhaven'tfullyintroducedherto

yoursquadsogothataformetosaymuch

abouther...

Bakang:(leanedbackoncouch)I'llintroduce

hertothecommunity,skawarasantseke

baakanyadilolaitaka.Ididn'tstartour

relationshiponagoodnoteketsenyekanopae

bogalemogomasweibilekeanthomolapelo

gakehetsakaene.Thingsstartedveryshaky,

nowwehavetrustissuessoI'mfixingthat...

Temo:Alright,Ihopesheismorewomanthan



Dudu.Dudulaitakakemosadisometimesi

wonderwhatreallyhappenedtoherwhenshe

waspregnantbuthey...Peoplechange

Bakang:Shechanged...Alot....

Atthesalon....

LaterintheafternoonIwalkedinasalontalking

tomyphone,myhairdressersmiledandputa

towelaroundmywaist...

Me:Whereareyou?

Renei:InSparbuyingadrink,hei

Me:IsAbalenggone?

Renei:Noheofferedtopayforourthingssowe

arewalkingaroundtheshop,whatshouldi

bringyou?



Me:AdrinkandFrenchfries.(anothercallcame

inandiglancedatthescreen)oh..Bigbearis

calling...

Renei:(laughed)Uhu...Ongalologileibile?

Me:(laughed)Hedoesn'tknowthatismile

whenhecalls...Ihavetomakehimsweattoget

myforgivenessafteralltheliesbuthewill

alwaysbeBigBear...

Renei:(laughed)ForgiveBigBearplease...It's

beenamonth...

Me:(laughed)Uhbatho,it'snowamissedcall,

bye

Renei:Bye....

Ihungupandwaitedforhiscall,aminute

passedthenhecalled...

Me:Hello?



Bakang:Canitakemysonout?Justmeand

him....Youcanwatch

Me:(laughed)I'minasalondoingmyhair...

Bakang:Isitalonghairstyle?

Me:(laughed)No,I'mbroke.Itoldyouthose

weavesareexpensive...

Bakang:I'llpayforit....

Me:(laughed)Okay,done.Thankyou...

Bakang:I'llpassby,anythingishouldbringyou?

Me:Surpriseme...

Ihungupandcontinuedpressingmyphoneas

thehairdresserundidmyhair.Someonewalked

inthroughthedoorandsatnexttomeasiwas

distractedbymyphone...

Her:(toeveryone)Dumelang..



All:Dumelang...

Me:(snappedoutofmydistractionandturned

toher)Ijaa...Dumelang

Her:(laughedsearchinginherbag)Facebook...

IrecognisedherfromherFacebookpictures,her

skinwasnaturallyflawlessicouldn'tbelievei

alwaysthoughtthepictureswerewashedor

something.ididn'tevenknowwhyiwas

stalkingheraccount,shegotherphoneoutand

finallyfacedme,herreactionconfirmeditwas

her.Shepausedlostofwords...

Dudu:(smiled)Hi...

Me:(smiledback)Hi...

Iawkwardlyfacedthemirrorandshecontinued

talkingtotheotherhairdresser....



Dudu:Ineedalady'scut

Hairdresser:(shockedlookingatherlonghair)

What?

Myhairdresser:(laugheddoingmyhair)Sheis

probablyjoking...

Dudu:(pressedherphone)Pleasecutit...Idon't

needanymore...

Customer:Memmagaonngathelewena?gape

gaonamachepe

Dudu:(laughed)Thanks

Itwasawkwardsittingnexttoher,icouldtell

shewasn'tcomfortabletoo.Minuteslater

Bakangwalkedinholdingabottleofjuice,we

turnedandfacedhimthenhepanickedbutkept

acalmface.Idon'tknowwhyiprayedforhim

tokissmeinfrontofher,iguessiwantedtobe



assuredthatIwasmoreimportantthanherbut

heslidthedrinkonthecounterandpulleda

chairsittingnexttome...

Bakang:Hey

Me:Hi....

Bakang:(leanedbackandfacedher)Hi

Dudu:Hi...

Abarberbrushedthemachineandheldher

headgettingreadytocuther,sheglancedat

himhopingtogetareactionfromhim,ialso

turnedobservinghisreaction.......

[09/24,19:06]Ron:Co-wife

#9

Atthesalon....



Hestaredatthemachineasitpeeledoffher

hairslicebyslice.Largepiecesfellonthefloor

asshequietlypressedherphone...Icouldtell

hefeltguiltywhichIdidn'tunderstand.Iopened

mydrinkandsippedasBakangstooduptaking

outhiswallet...

Bakang:Shouldigiveyoucashoryou'll

withdraw?

Me:Givemethecard,ihaven'tboughtthe

weave.

Bakang:(handeditoverandputhiswalletback

inthepocket)Callmewhenyouaredone..

Me:Okay...

Dudukepthereyesonthephoneandtooka

deepbreathashewalkedout,shelookedat



himashewalkedoutglancingather....

Hairdresser:Whatareyoudoingafterrelaxing?

Me:Doyouhaveweaves?

Hairdresser:(pointed)Weonlyhavethose...

Me:NoIdon'twantasynthetichair...

Shelistenedtotheconversationandthought

twiceaboutmarketingherweaves,shewould

probablypocket1.6Kormoreandsheneeded

themoneybadly.Businesshadstoppednow

thatshewasconfined...

Hairdresser:YoucantryNigerianhairshops

thissidebutthedisadvantagewiththoseisthat

theysellfakes.

Dudu:Isellimportedweaves...



Me:Doyouhavepictures?

Dudu:(handedherphone)Thosearethe

picturesoftheonesihaveathome.

Igotherphonejustsoidon'tappearbitterbuti

wasn'tgoingtobuyfromherbecauseitwas

justtooweirdbuyingfromher.Ilookedatthe

picturesandrealiseditwasactuallythebest

qualityintown,iknewitwouldprobablytake

mewalkingfromshoptoshoptofindsuchhair

ormaybeIwouldn'tfinditall.....oneWeavein

particulartookmybreathaway....

Me:Iwantthatone,doyouhavethemwithyou?

Dudu:Theyareathome,I'llhavetogocollect

themwhenIfinishhere.Howmanybundles?

Hairdresser:You'llneed2orthreebundlesif

youwantittobefuller



Me:Threebundlesitis......

Dudu:Didyouseetheprice?

Hairdresser:(laughed)Sheisn'tpayinggawa

bonakante...Somepeoplearelucky.You

peopleneedtotelluswhereyoufindguyswho

canpayforyourhairwithoutacomplaint...le

dirajangnebatho?

Me:Ithinkit'sjustluck..

Iwasn'tcomfortablebecauseididn'twantto

makeitseemlikeiwasrubbingitonherface.....

AtSpar....

Ditsamewalkedoutwithhercousinand

spottedBakangwalkingover...



Ditsame:Bakangkeyoole...

Her:Couziethemmaiwanttoseemyselfunder

thisman,kooreevenifheusesmeforanight

andwalksawayI'llfeellikeIwonlotto.

Ditsame:shhh...

Theysmiledathimliketheyknewhimandeven

huggedhim,hehuggedthembacksmiling...

Ditsame:Hey....ThisismycousinMellow

Mellow:Hi

Bakang:(confused)HiMellow,(toDitsame)

haveweevermet?

Ditsame:IamNaledi'sfriend...Ditsame.We

usedpartyalottogether..

Bakang:(stoppedsmiling)Oh...Areyoutheone

whosefriendswithMaduo?



Ditsame:Yes...Yesthat'sme...Wearebest

friends...

Bakang:Don'tevetletmeseeyouwithNaledi.If

iseeyouwithherkebetsawenaandyouwon't

reportmeevenifyoubadlywantto.

Hepassedthroughthemandwalkedinthen

theyproceededspeechlessly....

Atthesalon...

Lateronthebarbertookthetoweloffher

shouldersthenshestoodupdustingherself,

herphonerang...

Dudu:Hello?....(frowned)Whyisshecrying?....

Iyooithoughtitwasenough,I'llbethere...I'm

almostdone...heeoalelagorebathong.Bye..



Shepaidthehairdresserandhurriedover...

Dudu:I'llbringtheweaves

Me:I'llcollectthemifthebabyiscrying.Ke

heditsegodiramoriri..

Dudu:Thanks,canwehurry?Idon'twantherto

cryfortoolong..

Me:(tookoffmytowel)LetmeseeifBakang

canborrowmehiscar,taxiyagoredia.

IdialedBakang'snumberandwalkedout...

Bakang:Hey,done?

Me:Waredone?Ihaven'tstarted,ionly

retouchedmyhair...Ihavetogocollecta

Weavefrom-Duduetsang...canyouborrowme



thecar?

Bakang:okay...I'llbethereinaminute.

Weawkwardlywaitedinfrontofthesalonthen

heparkedinfrontofusandsteppedout,Dudu

quicklylookeddownpressingherphoneashe

gavemethekeys...

Bakang:I'llwaitintheInternetcafé...

Me:Okay....

Hewalkedawaythenwegotinthecarand

droveoff,wewerequietandistilldidn't

understandwhatthehelliwasdoingbuying

fromher...Shespottedthetrafficcopsand

pulledherseatbelt....



Dudu:Putyourbelton,mapodisikopele..

Me:(heartskipped)Idon'thavealicense...

Dudu:What?

Me:WhatshouldIdo?Doyouhavelicence?

Dudu:Yes...

Me:I'mstoppingbehindthisChoppiestruck,

gaketswaabootsenakaha

Dudu:No,whatifwegetcaught?Idon'thave

moneytopayfines

Me:Please...

Shekeptquiet,thetrafficslowedthenistopped

andranaround,sherantothedriver'ssideand

weclosedthedoors...Isighedinreliefasthe

truckproceeded...Theofficerscheckedher

licenceandletusthrough...



Me:(laughedlookingback)Thatwasclose

nekekeagotsaakae5Kbatho?

Dudu:(laughedlookingatthemirror)Iwas

holdingmybreaththinkingtheysawus

swapping....

Afewminuteslatershedrovethroughthegate

andparkedunderthetree,herbabywascrying

hysterically,shehurriedinsideasiwaitedinthe

car....

Afterwaitingforover20minutesigotoutand

wenttothehouse.Iwalkedinsideasshewas

breastfeedingherbabysittingonthecouch...

Dudu:Mamantelabekeyadipiece...

Hermotherwalkedoverwithabigbagof



weavesandspilledthemonthefloortheni

kneltdownlookingformine....

Dudu:Howmuchdidshechargeyoufor

installing?

Me:P140

Dudu:IcandoitwithwithP100,youcancheck

outmyclient'spicturesonmyphone.Ican

comeoveranddoitatyourhouseifyou'renot

comfortablehere.Ineedthemoney...Don'tsay

no.……(9t)

[09/24,19:06]Ron:Co-wife

#10

AtDudu'smother's....

Me:Okay...



Dudu:Thanks...

Iputmybundlesasideandtookalookatmore

weaves,shequietlygotlostadmiringher

daughterasshefellasleepwithhernipplein

hermouth......

Me:Yourmotherisflexible,Idon'tthinkmy

motherwillletpeopleinthehousewhenmy

sonisjustamonthold.

Dudu:Sheisnotdeepintothesethings...

(reducedhervoice)Ocleimagorutega...(we

laughed)Soit'saboy?

Me:Yes...

Dudu:congratulations....I'mjealous...

Me:(laughed)Thanks...



Minuteslaterhermotherwalkedinsmelling

deliciousspicesandleanedovergettingthe

baby...

Her:Letmegethersothatyoucanfinish

attendingyourcustomer...

Dudu:(putherbreastbackinherbra)Thanks...

Her:(pausedlookingatthecar)Bakang

borrowedyouhiscarkanagaseyone?

Dudu:(lookedatme)Keyone...Hewantedme

finishherquicklyanddropheroff.

Her:Nnyaammetheoitekilegompienomogwe

wame...

Shewalkedaway,iunderstoodherlying.I

wouldprobablyhidewhoshewasifshecame

tomymother'shousebecauseIwouldn'tbe

abletoexplainwhyiwouldbewithher.



Dudu:Ihopethat'sokay,ididn'twanttohaveto

exp-

Me:It'sokay.Shedoesn'tneedtoknow,justdo

myhairandI'llbeoutofhere.

Duduputonherbreastpadsandheadedtothe

bathroom...

Dudu:I'mgoingtowashmyhands...

Me:Okay...

Minuteslatershewalkedoutwithaclean

spongemattressandputthemunderthetree,

shespreadtwoblanketsandatowelthenshe

broughtchairsandherpinkmake-up

briefcase.....



Dudu:(shovedapillowbehindmyback)I

broughtyouapillow,MybackwasweakwhenI

waspregnant...

Me:Youknowit,mylegswillbefullbythetime

wefinishhere.

Shebeguncombingmyhairgentlystanding

behindmeasiwentthoughtheweavestyles

thenshequicklygrabbedherphonefrommy

hand....

Dudu:LetmeseeifIhaveanynewhairstyles...

Shescrolleddownherpicturesforalongtime

anddeletedacoupleofincriminatingpictures

thenshehandedmethephone.Ibrusheditoff

andcontinuedgoingthoughtheweavefolder



thenishowedhertheoneiwanted.Shegotthe

phoneandplayedherplaylist,sheputitonthe

mattressaswequietlylistenedtomusic...

Me:Ilovethissong..

Dudu:Youshouldhearitonahometheatre,it

canmakeyoucry...

Me:Isthemusiconthememorycard?Ihavea

cardreader,weshouldplayitinthecar...ithasa

goodmusicsystem...

Dudu:(gavemethememorycard)Here...(i

slowlygotup)Youknowwhatjustsit...

(laughed)Ikeepforgettingthatyou'repregnant

...

Me:(laughed)Ontshwerelateeakerewareo

jealous...

Dudu:(laughed)kooreketilegogogagamatsa

goreolaleoemekadinao..



Me:(laughed)Nkagolatela,moririobothoko

kana

Dudu:Thisotherladyoncetightenedmyhair

autwa...Ididn'tsleepthewholenight,iwasjust

sittingbecauseIcouldn'tputmyheaddown.

Me:I'mtoosensitive,that'swhyilikehairstyles

thatlastlonger...

Sheplayedthemusicandturnedupthevolume

thensheopenedthefrontdoorandcontinued

doingmyhair.Thesmallweirdesttalksgotless

weirdwiththemusicplaying....ireceiveda

messagefromBakangthenshehandedmemy

phone...

Bakang:BabeIhavebeensittinginthecaféfor

almostanhourmeririeboketeorwhat?

Me:Sheisdoingmyhair,gohome.Sorryi



forgottotellyou.

Bakang:Tshamekasente,whereareyou?I

hopethepolicedidn'tgetthecar.Therearea

lotofroadblocksaround.

Me:Isaidsheisdoingmyhair.

Bakang:Showme

Me:YouthinkI'mlying?

Bakang:Yes

Me:AndifI'mnot?whatdoiget?

Bakang:Footmassage

Me:Ideservethat,yougotmepregnant.Try

again

Bakang:Asurprisegift

Me:Goodboy,I'msendingapicture...

Bakang:(sarcastically)Ican'twait

Me:LOL



Iswitchedoffthescreenofmysmartphoneto

seeherreflectiononthedarkscreenandmake

sureshewasn'tlookingatthephone,shewas

busydoingmyhair.Iswitcheditonand

silencedthecamerathenislightlymovedthe

phoneasificouldn'tseeproperly,she

cluelesslycontinueddoingmyhairand

capturedaclearpictureofbothourfacestheni

sentittohim.

Bakang: WTF??????

Me: GobuymygiftBearanditbetterbe

heavy

Bakang:Isthisaprank?Thisiswrong,I'mnot

feelingcomfortableoverhere.

Me: why?Youthinkyourlieswillcatchup

withyou?



Bakang:YES!

Me:Awwisn'tthiscute,ibileomaitseooitsego

admittergoreomaaka.

Bakang:

Me:

Bakang:Yesma'am

Iputmyphonedownandcontinuedreadingher

make-upcataloguefororders.....

AttheInternetCafé....

Meanwhileheputhisphonedownindisbelief

andenteredonGoogle,"Ideasforbestgiftsfor

apregnantgirlfriend,"heclickedonthearticle

andreaditnoddingtoRnBmusicplayingviathe

headphones.Alinkbelowthearticlecaughthis



attention,"Understandingapregnantgirlfriend

better"heclickedonitandleanedbackreading,

amongstthepointsheclickedonANTENATAL

DEPRESSIONSYMPTOMSlink...Hereadthe

articlenoddingtomusic...1.Lossofinterestin

sex,2.Isolatingyourselffromfriendsandfamily

and3.notbeinginterestedinthingssheusedto

beinterestedin...Thesymptomswentonand

onthenheleanedbackdumbfounded...

ItwasallDuduonherfirsttrimester,the

symptomsgotworsewiththesecondtrimester

whenhefinallydecidedhehadenoughofher

drama....Hetookofftheheadphonesand

dialedhisfriend...

Temo:Yeah?

Bakang:Whereisyourgirl?Letmetalktoher

Temo:Oisakaemosadiwame?



Bakang:Kapelatherra,iwanttoaskher

something.Ifsheisatworkforwardmeher

number.

Temo:Holdforher...

Heputthephoneonherearandcontinued

kissingherneckassheproperlyheldand

spankedhimtryingtoconcentrate...

Her:Hello?

Bakang:IwasreadingaboutAntenatal

depression,isthisarealthingkanakedilotsa

Googlehela.DoesithappeninBotswana?

Her(laughed)Erraithappensalot,gasegore

keatshega.Kekgathiwakegorewareakedilo

tsaGooglehela.DoyouthinkNalediissuffering

fromantenataldepression?

Bakang:No,sowareit'sarealthing?Osure?



Her:Yes,ithappensalot.Insomepeopleit

becomesseveretoanextentthattheyneed

medicalassistancetheonlyproblemisthat

peoplesufferingfromthisarenotconsidered

sick,theynevergethelpbecausepeoplejust

thinktheyhaveastinkingattitudeorhave

changedibilekaSetswanaithelagotweo

idisiwabathokanagotwempayaagoila,things

likethat.

Bakang:Ehe...Ionlyknewaboutmoodswings

whenawomanispregnanttherestididn't

knowandidoubtalotofguysknowaboutthis,

ijustbumpedintoitkeleonline.Duduwas

showingthesignsireadhere,shedidn'twant

mecompletely.Shepushedmeawayand

rejectedme,ampolelahelagoreenegaampate

ketswemogoenebutnowadayssheislikethe

Duduiknow,allthosethingsaregoneandifeel

likekegonealemoganggoreoneasadire

sente.



Her:Ithappens,sheisluckyshedoesn'thave

postnataldepressio-

Temo:BKit'senough,ineedherattentionhere...

Ifyouwantprofessionalhelpyouzamelame

airtimetorefundmethetimemywifespends

explainingthingstoyou.

Her:(laughed)Stopit...

Bakang:(sighed)Watsenwamonamothoyoo

kepublicservant...

Temo:(tookthephoneandlaughed)Omo

ntšwenglaitaka...wabonatota?You'reina

dog...ItoldyouyourrelationshipwithNaledi

wasgoingtoofast,hannookgobilehelayaaka

banabamalwapaamangweyouwouldn'tbein

thissituationbecausennakeaitseoreorata

DudunowyouhaveNalediandanotherbabyon

theway.

Bakang:(sighed)Whatafriendyou're,don'tever

callmona



Temo:(laughed)hardyboy.....

HehungupandpaidfortheInternettimethen

hewalkedout.....

AtDudu'smother's...

Anhourlatershedroppedtheextensioncord

throughthewindowandwalkedoutwith

anothermakeupbag,shepulledthecordand

pluggedtheiron...

Me:Ngng...Kebelaelaketaannamontegoloha

Dudu:(laughed)Don'tgetyourhopesup...

Sheironedmyhairandsprayedmewithsheen

thenshewipedmyforeheadwithfreshsmelling



babywipesandliftedamirrorstandinginfront

ofme,You'dswearitwasmyrealhair...Iwas

thespittingimageofaHollywoodmoviestar...

Me:(laughed)Kantekebotokanyanajaana?

Dudu:(lookingatme)You'reverybeautiful...

Youcanmakebeautyproductsadverts

Me:(laughed)Lesagompaasure...(itouched

mysofthair)Wow...whydon'tyouopena

salon?Thisisperfect...Ican'tpayP100forthis.

Themmaoitsemoririnowonderyourhairwas

solong.

Dudu:Thanks...(laughed)Yourmake-upgame

islowthough,youreyebrowslookveryfunny

kooreokwalahela?

Me:(laughed)Don'tlaughatme,diotsekegone

kedisimololang.

Dudu:(putthemirrordown)Letmeshowyou



something..

Shewipedmyentirefacewithbabywipesand

satinfrontofmepullinghermakeupbag

closer...Despiteourawkwardsituationabout

Bakang,Ifeltdrawntoher...Itwaslikeoneof

thosemomentswhereyoumeetafellow

woman,youbothchatandfindoutyou

somehowmatchandexchangenumbersthen

continuewiththefriendship.Ilikedherandi

couldtellshelikedmethoughwehadBakang

standinginthewayofourfriendship.Shewas

doingeverythingtokeepmearoundalittle

longerandifeltathome...

Dudu:(grabbedthefoundation)Complexionya

ronaisthesameakere?Kegotshasa

foundation..

Me:Ithinkso...(readtheFoundation)Yeah,I



usenumber3aswell.

Shethenopenedanewpackofshavingblades

andtrimmedmyeyebrowsleaningclosertomy

face,itwastheclosestihadbeentoherandit

couldn'tgetanyweirderinmyuncontrollable

mind....Isecretlylookedatherbabylipsand

thoughttomyself,"KooreBakangoneamo

sunagoneha?"itriedtogetridofmycrazy

thoughtsbutitgotworse,iwonderedhowshe

servedhiminbedandhowheresponded....

Theymadeababy,itmusthavebeenprettywild

likehedidwhenhegotmepregnant.Ihadno

ideawhatshewasthinkingbutwemadeeye

contactassheleanedback...Sheputherhand

onhermouthcontrollingherlaughter...

Dudu:(stoppedlaughing)I'msorry...

Me:(smiledcuriously)What?



Dudu:Nothing,iwasjustthinkingaboutthings...

It'scrazy,I'msorry...(sighed)Okay...I'mdone...

Shegavemethemirror,Shehadgivenmea

simpleperfectlook...

Dudu:So?

Me:Whydidyouleavehim?(hersmilefaded)

I'msorry,nevermind

Dudu:No,it'sokay...Ithinkiwassufferingfrom

antenataldepression.Ijustdidn'tlikehim,i

didn'twanthimandheannoyedme.

Me:(staringather)Whataboutnow?

Dudu:(closedhermake-upbag)I'mtryingtoget

alongwithyouformydaughter'ssake.Ineed

himtosupportherandmaybeifwegetalong

you'dencouragehimtokeepsupportingher

becauseI'mnotgettinganywherewithhis



mother.

Me:Shehatesyoutoo?ThankGod,ithought

you'reherfavourite

Dudu:ShethinksI'mtoopoor

Me:(laughed)andtoofat?

Dudu:Andtooregular...Iwearsize36,I'mnot

fat

Me:Mysentimentsexactly...(therewasan

awkwardmoment)Youdidn'tanswerme...

Whataboutnow?

Dudu:(avoidedmyeyesandpickedherbags)I

havetogoattendthebaby...

Me:Iforgottowithdrawthemoney...Idon't

knowifit'sbestwegotogetherorishould

leavethecardbehindandcollectittomorrow..

Dudu:You'llgivemethemoneytomorrow,total

ke1.7K.Ineeditinthemorning.Ihavetobuya

fewthingsformyself.



Me:(handedherthecard)You'llwithdrawthe

money,Iwakeupverylateduringtheweekend...

Dudu:Okay,I'llcallyoutomorrowmorning.

Me:Bye...

Dudu:Thanksforagreeingtoletmedoyour

hair,Imade1.7in4hours,it'salotofofmoney.

Me:Womensupportingoneanother.

Hashtag_empowermentwhatwhat...

Dudu:(laughed)Emma...Women

empowermentwhatwhat...Feelfreetocallme

atnightmmagakegogagamaditserentshe,

togagotwekegobolaetseBakang.

Me:Ithappenskana

Dudu:Butwomenaremoreintelligentthanmen

koorewealwaysthinkwithouremotions.Ifwe

couldbelogicalwewouldhavemorepower

overmen.Mathatawedon'tsupportone

anotherandweareveryjealous.Garenamowa



wabojammogo...

Me:That'strue..Anywaybye..

Ireversedthecarasshewalkedbythecarto

goclosethegate...

Me:What'syourdaughter'sname?

Dudu:Princess..

Me:Tellherthankyoufornotcryingwhileyou

helpedme..

Dudu:I'llletherknowmamasaidthankyou..

Me:Princessonkitshitsepelo,nowI'm

countingdown..

Dudu:3monthsleft...Omonohela...

Me:(stoppedthecar)IstillwonderifI'llarriveat

9months,Iwishicouldjustholdhim

Dudu:(laughed)Iknowthefeeling...



Westoppedatthegateunabletostoptalking

untilthebabystartedcrying...

Me:Motsetsingwanawalela...

Dudu:(hurriedback)Bye,oratadikgango

ntiile...

Welaughedassheclosedthegateandranto

thehouse,irolledupthewindowsanddrove

off................

[09/24,19:13]Ron:Co-wife

#11

AtDudu'smothers....

Shehurriedinthehouseandlaidonherside



takingoutherbreastashermotherfinished

preparinghersoftporridge.Shewatchedas

DudupulledherhandbagandputanATMcard

inherpurse.

Her:Whoisthewomanyouwerewith?

Dudu:Sheisjustacustomer..

Her:AndyougaveherBakang'scar?

Dudu:Oh..Um...She...Sheisanoldfriendofhis

aswell.

Her:DuduI'mnotanoldwoman,ifI'mgetting

tooinvolvedinyourlifeyoucaneasilyletme

knowinsteadoflyingtome.Icanseethatyou

arehidingsomething...

Dudu:SheisBakang'sgirlfriend.Wemetatthe

salonandstartedtalking.

Her:Idon'tunderstand...Whyareyoutwo

actingfriendly?what'sthatyouwereputtingin



yourbag?

Dudu:It'sherbankcard,hiscard...Hegaveitto

herandshetoldmetogetmypaymentfrom

themachine.

Her:Istilldon'tunderstand,whyisshebeing

nicetoyou?

Dudu:Wearejusttryingtogetalongforour

children'ssake.

Her:Thereissomethingyou'renottellingme...

Lelekagodiraeng?

Dudu:Nothing,shouldwehateeachotherjust

becauseofaman?

Her:Beingfriendsisn'tnormaleither.Didn'tthis

girlstealBakangfromyou?

Dudu:No,shedidn'tknowanythingaboutme.I

amthereasonsheispartofmylife.Atleast

sheisareasonableperson,wewouldbe

fightingifitwasoneofthesetypesofwomen.



Her:Youcan'ttrustawomanwholovesyour

man.

Dudu:Heisnotminerightnow,Ilefthimandhe

movedonbutiwanthimbackandhecomes

withthebaggagethebaggageimustaccept

becauseicauseditall.Thisthingworked

beforeitwasabolished,beforewestarted

havingfatherlessbabiesandadultswhogrow

upwithbitternessfromwatchingtheirfathers

carefortheotherfamilywhiletheirswasleft

suffering..

Her:Ooohkeabona,Soyou'rebothgoingto

sleepwithhim?

Dudu:Ineversaidthat...

Hermotherremainedspeechlessstaringat

her.....



Atmyhouse....

Lateroniwalkedinandplacedmyhandbagon

thetablethemademywaytothebedroom

excitedly...

Ipausedatthedoorandsmiled,hewasn'tthere

butmygiftwas......islowlywalkedoverandsat

onthebed.Hewalkedinasiwasopeningitand

leanedbythedoorframelookingatme...

Itoretheboxwithamonkeysmileonmyface,

itwasaSonyvideocamera...Iswitchediton

andflippedthescreenpointingitathim.Itwas

abrilliantidea,cometothinkofitihadn't

boughtacameraforourson.Izoomedathis

faceashesmiledholdingashot-glass,igotup

andranintohisarms,heputhisarmsaround

meandkissedme...Iaccidentallytippedhis



glasswithmyelbowasimovedback,thewhole

roomsmelledspirits...Hiseyeswerereddish

andsleepy....

Me:Howmanyhaveyouhad?

Bakang:It'sjustoneshot...Doyoulikeyourgift?

Me:Yes...Areyouokay?

Helookedatmyhairandsmiledtouchingit

softly,Heheldmyneckandpulledmecloserfor

akiss,Icouldn'tbreathethroughhisalcoholic

breathbuticouldn'tpushhimback,hedidn't

liketobepushed.Itiltedmyheadandcaught

mybreathbutheheldmychinandpulledmeto

hislipsthenheFrenchkissed...idon'tthinki

hadseenhimthatdrunkbefore...

Bakang:Youlookgorgeous...Thisisbeautiful...



Sheshouldkeepdoingyourhair...

Me:Thanks....

Hegotthecameraandkissedmeasi

staggeredbackandsatonthebed,heputiton

theheadboardandkissedmepullingmydress

upandcaressingmythighs...Iwasexhausted

fromsittingonachairfor5hoursandmylegs

werefull...

Me:(pushedhim)BabeI'mtired...

Heglaredatmyhandsonhischestandi

quicklycorrectedmyselflettinggoofhischest,

heleanedoverandkissedmeasihelplessly

laidunderhismercy...thewholeroomstill

smelledofspiritsashepulledoutmypanties

kissingmyneck....Ididn'tknowhowiwasgoing



tostophimwithoutirritatinghim,isoftly

touchedhischinandstaredathisreddish

eyes...

Me:(softly)BabeI'mtired...Ihadaverylong

day..

Helookedinmyeyesandleanedoverkissing

methenhegotoffmeandsatontheedgeof

thebed....

Bakang:(rubbedhisface)Didyoueatanything?

Me:No,ihadadrink...

Bakang:(stoodupandpackedhisboner)What

doyouwanttoeat?

Me:(lookingathim)Babeareyouokay?

Bakang:Yeah,why?



Me:Whyareyoudrinking?Andthislookslikea

verystrongdrink.I'mpregnant,youshouldn't

drinkaroundme...

Bakang:I'msorry,itwon'thappenagain...(took

myhand)Comehere,Iwanttoprepareyou

somethingtoeatbutIwantyoutostandnextto

me...

Ifollowedhimtothekitchen...

Me:Whydon'tyousitdown?I'llmakemyself

somethingtoeat..

Bakang:Areyousure?

Me:Yeah...Pleasesitdown...

Hesatonthecouchthenibroughthimaglass

ofwater,MyphonerangandIpickeditstanding

nexttohim....



Me:Hello?

Renei:Heypregos

Me:(laughed)Itoldyoutostopcallingmethat...

Renei:Whereareyou?Iwanttoseeyou,thereis

somethingihavetotellyou

Me:I'mhomebutnowisnotagoodtime,I'm

withBakang.

Bakang:Lethercome,I'llgohomeandsleep.

Me:Ohheisabouttoleavesoyoucancome......

Renei:Alright,bye....

Hegotthecarkeysandkissedme...

Bakang:Iloveyou...

Me:Iloveyoutoo...



Hewalkedouttheniheadedtothekitchen......

AtDudu'smother's.....

LaterthateveningDudu'smotherwasbathing

thebabyasDudureadamagazinelyingonthe

mattress.Herphonerang.......

Dudu:Hello?

Bakang:I'moutside,takwano...

Dudu:(peakedthroughthewindowandsawhis

lights)Okay...

Shehungupandputherphoneunderthepillow

thensheputonhershoes...



Dudu:MamaRragweMemeokonte...keya

hagoenekeaboa

Her:Ihopeyouwon'tdoanythingwithhim,

you'restillnotwell...

Dudu:Aomama,youknowIwouldn'tdothat.

Gapemycheckupisnextweek..

Her:I'mjustsaying......

Dudu:iwouldn't.

InBakang'scar.....

Heleanedbackstaringatherasshewalked

over,Herhipshadliftedhergownbothsides.....

shegotinsideandclosedthedoor.

Dudu:Hi...



Hedidn'trespond,insteadhereversedthecar

anddroveout...Shelookedaroundandsawa

halfbottleofliquorontheholder....

Dudu:(softly)Whereareyoutakingme?

Bakang:It'sasurprise...

Dudu:Ididn'ttakemyphoneandididn'tpump

milkforthebaby.

Bakang:Iknow...

Shekeptquiet,minuteslaterheparkedinfront

ofhishouseandopenedthedoorforher...

Bakang:Let'sgo....

Shegotoutthenheclosedthedoorandheld

herhandastheyapproachedthedoor.She



didn'tknowwhattoexpectandItwasclearhe

washomealoneasthelightswereoff.He

openedthedoorandswitchedthelightsonas

theybothwalkedin.

Hetookoffhisjacketandhuggedherthenhe

leanedoverkissingher...........(9t)

[09/24,19:13]Ron:Co-wife
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AtBakang'shouse...

Shemovedbackandalmostmissedastep...

Dudu:Takemeback...



Bakang:I'msorry...

Dudu:(tearfully)Pleasetakemeback...

Bakang:(walkedoverasshemovedback)Babe

listen.....iwon'tberough,iknowyou'renot

completelyfine.I'llbecareful....

Shequicklyopenedthedoorandwalkedout,he

followedhertothegate....

Bakang:Oyakae

Dudu:Kolapeng,IleftthebabyandI'mstillvery

sick.Justbecauseiwasgivenpermissiontogo

tothesalondoesn'tmeanI'mnoton

confinement.Kereilemamakerekeemahante

keaboaandthenyoudriveoffwithme?

Bakang:(walkingbehindher)Thisisverystupid,

canwegobacktothehouseandtalk?

Dudu:I'mnotgettinginthehousesothatyou



canrapemeandtearmystitches.I'llwalkhome

ifyoucan'ttakemeback...(turnedand

screamed)THEBABYISCRYING!

Bakang:(grabbedherarmanddraggedher

back)don'tscreamatme...Itoldyouihate

that...

Dudu:You'rehurtingmyarm...

Bakang:(heturnedheraroundandfacedher)

I'mnotgoingtorapeyou,ifyoudon'twanttodo

thisfine.

Dudu:Whyareyoudrunk?Thisisnotyou...

Whatisgoingon?

Bakang:Justgetinthecar...

Shegotinthecar,heclosedthehouseand

droveout....therewassilenceonthewayasshe

observedhimfrustratedlyrubbinghisneckand

strugglingtoconcentrateonthetraffic....



Dudu:Babewhatisgoingon?You'reacting

crazy,pleasetalktome...

Bakang:(sighed)Youweresufferingfromsome

kindofdepressionwhenyouwerepregnant...I

forgotthetermtheyusedonthearticleiread.

Soitwasn'tyourfault,ishouldhavebeenalittle

patientordidmoreresearchaboutitor

something...

Dudu:Sothat'swhatthisisabout?

Bakang:I'msorryiwasn'tthereforyou,I'm

sorryimovedontooquickly..Ishould-nowi

don'twanttoletyougo.

Dudu:Youdidn'tknowBakang,youcan'tblame

yourselfforsomethingyoudidn'tknow,ialso

didn'tknow...Wedidnothingwrongbutthereis

Nalediandherbabyinthepicture.Idon'twant

tomakehergothoughwhatIwentthrough,I

can'tgobehindherbackandsleepwithyou



regardlessofhowmuchiloveyou.Soit'snot

justaboutmebeingsick,evenifourdaughter

was2yearsoldistillwouldn'tsleepwithyou

withoutaaproperagreementandclear

understanding.

Bakang:Whatdoyoumean?

Dudu:Behonestwithme,doyouloveNaledi?I

won'tjudgeyou,behonest...

Bakang:Iloveher,Iloveheralotandican't

leaveher,that'swhatmakesthiswholething

complicated.I'llhavetobealiarandacheatthe

restofmylife.

Dudu:Youdon'thavetoifyouthinkoutsidethe

box.IlikeNalediandsheiseasytogetalong

with.Ihavenoproblemacceptingyouback

togetherwithherandhersonaslongasyou

makecertainthingscleartoussowedon'tfight

overyou.I'msureyouunderstandme...

Bakang:Igetyou....



Dudu:Justbehonestwithus,makeitcleargore

whoiswhoandI'llbefine.Idon'tknowabout

herbutI'llbefine,I'llrespectherandourson...

Heturnedandlookedather,shehadturnedhim

onwithherwordsandthetoneshewasusing,

itwastheleastheexpectedthoughitwashis

deepestdesire.Shehadjustmadehislife

easierandherespectedherforthat,hetouched

herchinandcaressedhersmooththighswith

onehandashedrovewiththeother.Nowhe

reallywantedher...Hewantedtomakeloveto

herwithgratitudebutheunderstooditwouldbe

monthsbeforeshewasready...

Bakang:Irespectyou...Youhavemyrespect...I

loveyou

Dudu:Iloveyoutoo...(smiled)I'llforgiveyoufor

whatyoujustdidbutnexttimeI'mtellingmy



girlandwedealwithyou.

Bakang:(laughed)I'llneverdoagain...I'llwait

fortherighttime,iwasstressedandhornyi

justwantedtohavesexandsleepbut...Anyway

youhelpedmethinksoI'mgood.It'sgoodto

haveathoughtfulwomanbymyside...Cani

showyousomething?

Dudu:Yes...

Bakang:(gaveherhisphone)Clickonit...

Sheclickedonhisphone,herJawsdroppedas

shelookedatherselfandNaledionhisscreen...

Dudu:(laughed)Whatisthis?Didshetakethis

picture?

Bakang:Yeah,youwerebothreallybeautiful...

Dudu:(laughed)Naledikesetsenwanyanale

ene,howcanshetakeapictureofmewithouta



warning...

Bakang:Iloveit...

Dudu:It'snotabadpicture...(laughed)Gaa

utweNaledi,wehadagoodtimeearlier...

Bakang:Andialmostspoiltit..

Dudu:Youdidn't,Ididn'tsnitch

Bakang:True...

Heparkedatthegateandswitchedofthe

engine,theybothheavedahugesighlookingat

oneanotherthenheleanedoverandkissedher

softly...

Bakang:Goodnight...

Dudu:Goodnight...(steppedoutandclosedthe

door)Drivesafely...

Bakang:(lookingatherbehind)Thatass...That



asswifey...

Dudu:(laughedandclosedthegate)You'll

touchitafter4months...bye

Hesmiledlookingatherasshewalkedaway,

hestartedtheengineandwaitedforhertoget

insidethehousethenhedrovehomefora

peacefulsleep.

Atmyhouse.....

Iswitchedoffthelightstogotobedthenisaw

carlightsbrighteningthehouse,iwalkedover

andmovedthecurtains.Itwasmybrother'scar,

Reneilwesteppedoutchattingwithhim,

somethingwasn'trightaboutthem.They

seemedtoalwaysbeinthesameplaceatthe

sametime......



Iswitchedonthelightsandopenedthedoorfor

them...

Me:Youtooksolong,iwasabouttosleep...

Renei:Sorry,Abalengdelayedme...

Abaleng:(handedmeasnack)Ibroughtyou

this,iknowit'syourfavourite...

Me:(smiledbriefly)Thanks...

Iknewsomethingwasup,Iopenedmychips

andsatonthecouchastheysatontheother

couchlookingatme...

Renei:Howareyou?

Me:Stopstalling...

Abaleng:(walkedtothekitchen)Canihave



somewater?

Me:Yeah...

Hewalkedinthekitchen....

Renei:Ihavebeentryingtofindtherighttimeto

tellyouthatwearedating...

Me:Clearlyyouweren'ttryinghardenough,how

longhaveyoutwobeendating?

Renei:6months..

Me:6monthsReneiwetalkeveryday,itellyou

mysecretsandyoujustwatchedmelikeafool

nnakegoipolelelawenaodidimetse.

Renei:Iwasembarrassedandithoughtyou

mighthaveaproblemwithit

Me:WhywouldIhaveaproblemwithit?Heis

mybrothernotmyex



Renei:Idon'tknowwhatiwasthinking..(smiled

andshowedmeherengagementring)Heasked

metomarryhimearlierandisaidyes...

Me:(straightface)Ididn'tevengettosharethe

detailsofyouremotionsjustbeforethatdinner,

great.CongratulationsMrsAbalengThapelo

Renei:(sigheddisappointedly)AommaNaledi

notevenafakesmi-

Ilaughedandwalkedoverhuggingher,she

stoodupandwehuggedtightly....

Me:(smiled)That'swhatyougetforkeeping

secretsfromme...

Renei:Youscaredme...

Me:(laughedandlookedatherring)It's

beautiful..I'msadwedidn'tsharethe

excitementofanewromance..Godknowsi



hatedMogapi,hemademehateallmenwith

hisviolence.

Renei:Heisnotevenworthmytime,idon't

thinkabouthim...

Me:(laughedandloweredmyvoice)Ihatethati

can'tevenaskaboutyoursexlife...Mxm

Renei:(laughed)Iknow...Yesterdayitwasso

wildandgoodialmostcalledyouandsaid

pleasethankyourmotherformeyourbrotheris

adragon...Grrrrrr

Me:(laughed)That'sdisgustingstopit...Jesus

Renei:(turnedhereyes)Awheissogood...

Me:(slappedhershoulder)Seriouslystop,it'sa

totaldifferentviewonmyside...

Hewalkedbackinthelivingroomandwe

stoppedgiggling...



Abaleng:Didimisssomething?

Me:Ican'tbelieveyoulookedatmyfriendlike

that,you'retheworstbrotherever...Whendid

youstartfantasisingabouther?

Abaleng:Tobehonest...Whenyouwereboth

doingform2,shewashotwithfunnypuberty

pimplesonherforehead.Iwaslikeyeahsheis

growingalright...

Me:(Reneiandilaughedloudly)Abalengbatho!

Renei:(laughed)Heissick...

Abaleng:(laughed)Justbeinghonest...

Me:(smiled)I'msohappyforyoutwo,Reneiat

leastwiththisoneyou'resureyouwon'tbe

beatenorcheated...(iputmyarmaroundhis

waistandrestedmyheadonhischest)Heis

thesweetestguyiknow,ifhewasn'tmybrother

Iwouldmarryhim.

Abaleng:(puthisarmaroundme)Sdudah



same...Thanks

Renei:(pushedmeoff)Okay,goawaythat'smy

chestnow..…

Me:(laughed)Soit'slikethat?

Renei:(sheputhisarmaroundherandsmiled

puttingherheadonhischest)Yes...Iwatched

youenjoythisguyforyears,timetobackup..

Abakeng:(smiledandkissedheronthecheek)

SorrySdudahlookslikeI'mtaken...

Me:Mxmtswamontungyame...Cominghere

tointentionallymakemeathirdwheel...Suka

WealllaughedasReneiandihuggedagain...

Me:I'mhappyforyou...

Renei:Thanks...

Abaleng:I'llbeinthecar,goodnightSduu



Me:gakebatekanaAbaleng...Ija

Hewalkedout...

Me:Imissyouthemma,whencanwehave

timetotalk?Thereissomuchiwanttoshare

withsomeoneItrust...

Renei:Let'ssitdown...Whatisit?

Me:ImetDudutoday,shesoldmeherweave

andevendidmyhair...

Renei:That'sweird,and?

Me:Sheisnicerthanithought,Ialwaysthought

shewouldbeadramaticbabymamawhofights

meandinsultsmeforhavingherbabydaddy

butsurprisinglysheissweetandmature.

Renei:Okayand?

Me:IthinkshewantsBakang



Renei:Shebettergetridofthosefeelingsfast,

sherejectedhimandhemovedon.

Me:ThefunnythingisthatIfeelsorryforher,

Shesaysshemusthavebeensufferingfrom

antenataldepression.Itookmytimeandread

aboutit...

Renei:Naledidon't...Don'teventhinkabout

leavingBakangsimplybecauseyoufeelsorry

forhisbabymama,youhaveachildtothink

about...Youlovehimtoo,don'tyou?Andhe

choseyou...

Me:IloveBakang,heownsmyheart,bodyand

soulbutijustfeelbadforher...

Renei:Iunderstand,ifeelforhertoobutit'sa

cruelworld.Wecan'tsaveeveryoneinneed...it's

thecircleoflife.Bakangareng?

Me:Ithinkheisslowlygettingdepressedas

well,hewasdrunkearlier..

Renei:Doesheloveher?



Me:Hewasreadytohaveafamilywithheruntil

sheactedup...Loveisobviouslytherebecause

heisnottheonewholeft,shedid...

Renei:Hewillgetoverher...juststayawayfrom

Dudu,it'screepyenoughthatshedidyourhair.I

can'tbethatclosetomyboyfriend'sex.It's

unnatural

Me:(smiled)Yeahit'screepy,I'llstayawayfrom

her.Done....

Renei:Ihopeyoumeanit,wenakanayoudon't

knowhowtosayno...

Me:Imeanitthistimearound,I'llstayaway

fromher.

Renei:Good...(shehuggedme)Okay,

goodnight

Me:Goodnight...

Shewalkedtothecarandilockedthedoor,



switchedoffthelightsandgotinbed.

Itorsedandturnedforover30minutesthenI

gotmyphone,inoticedshewasonline,Iquickly

checkedifBakangwasonlineaswell,ithad

been3hourssincehewasonline.

Me:Hi

Dudu:Hi,wowthanksforsayinghi

Me:Whyareyouupsolate?

Dudu:Iwaschangingthebaby'ssheets,they

arealotofworkwhentheycan'teventurn

themselves,youhavetoturnthem

Me:Ican'twaittohavemine

Dudu:Don'tworry,hewillcome...Iwishiwasn't

inconfinementwewouldgoforPizza,ifyou

don'tmind.



Me:Idon'tmind...Funnythingiswhenyouget

out,I'llbegettingin,itwillbeaverylongtime

beforeweallspendtimetogetherwiththekids.

Dudu:Wewillfindawayaroundit.Mymotheris

nottootraditionalsoassoonasthedoctor

saysI'mgoodnextweek,I'llbefreetostart

helpingaroundthehousewithsmallchoresbut

thebabywillgooutwhensheis3months.

Me:I'llbeinthehousebythen.Whenareyou

goingbacktoGaborone?

Dudu:Iwanttomovebackhereandopena

salonorsomething,rentisexpensivein

Gaborone.

Me: Pleasedon'ttakemyman

Dudu: canweshare?

Me:LOLno

Dudu:It'sjustapieceofmeatbathoao,thisis

thelogicweweretalkingaboutearlier.You



wouldn'thandlehissexdrivealone,that'swhy

marriedmencheat..Eventuallythewifegets

tired...working,thekids,homechoresthenbo

gotwegivehimthebestsex?Noway...Would

youratherhecheatswithoneofthesebadwith

astinkyattitudegirlsorsweetangelicmoa?

Don'tforgetwehavesomuchincommon,we

canconspireandkillhisevilmotherkaheart

attack.

Me:LOLDuduthemmaomolwetsiwa

thaloganyo,wherehaveyoubeenallmylife?

KanaI'mlaughingoutloudreadingyour

message.Youneedtobeadmittedintoarehab

Dudu:HahahakeraakagakengatheBakang

gopegatwemathatakeeng?kanabasadiithela

relweladilodiselehela.Monnagaahele.Let's

shareandseeifitcanwork,wealreadyknow

fightingneverworks.Tshelarebabonabalwa

baroganaibileusingchildrentofighttheir

battles.



Me:MpolaisaditshegoI'mlaughingbymyself.

Youshouldbeaninsurancesalesrepobuadilo

monyanakewena.

Dudu:Ijooletmebehavemma.I'mtalkingtoo

much

Me:Maybeit'snotabadideaifwediscussit

firsttogetherbeforeweinvolvehim.

Dudu:Okay,gorayagoretatarebuainthe

morningwhenibringthecard.

Me:Alright..I'mstilllaughingatgakengathe

Bakang...Lolyou'recrazy

Dudu:HahahannyaammaBakanggaahele,ra

nnahelalemonnawarona,ifanyonehasa

problemtheycangojumpoveracliffanddie.

Me:LOLtellthattothequeenofMaun,mosadi

yowaretwaelawaitse.Orekalakasekalesa

mabudula

Dudu:Gobatanakonngweereareko-koat



Bakang'shouseaboahithelarekhialetsekoo

kabanabarona

Me:Hahahaokawapiikasekota

Dudu:HahahaNaledimmaketsositsengwana

bylaughingsoloud.

Me:Goshapeegoodnight

Dudu:Goodnight.

Iputmyphonedownlaughingoutloud,asilaid

downthatnightigaveitathoughtandmadeup

mymind.

Atmyhouse....

Thenextmorningigotupearlierthanusual,I

wasstillthinkingaboutmyconversationwith

her...AfterbreakfastIcleanedmyhouseand



tookabath,ididn'twanthertothinkiwasa

pig...

Sheknockedandiopenedthedoorforher,she

walkedinsmilingshylyandiclosedthedoor.

Wehuggedeachotherandsighedsittingdown...

Dudu:(gavemethecard)Hereyougo...

(openedtheplastic)Ididn'tknowwhattobuy

forussinceit'sverycold..IgotalargePizza...

Sheopenedtheboxandit'sdeliciousaroma

smokedrightintomytastebuds,shepickeda

sliceastheextracheesestretchedalltheway

tohermouth,Ipickedmylargesliceandtooka

bite....

Me:Mmmh...Thisissogoodandit'sstill



warm...

Dudu:Tellmeaboutit...

Shefinishedchewingandwipedhermouth,I

wipedmyselfandsighed...theplanwasin

motionandtherewasnoturningback.

Dudu:(sighed)So?

Me:Kekwadiledido'sanddon'ts

Dudu:(laughedandreachedinherbag)Areyou

apsychicorwhat?

Weexchangedthepagesandreadasweate

Pizza..............
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Atmyhouse...

Inherlistshehadprettymuchwrotewhati

wrotewhichgavemethecomfortknowingthat

shewasreallyserious...

Dudu:Ilikepointnumber1,beingbestfriends.

Thisistheonlywaywecanpullthisoff

becauseifyouhaveyourownfriendsandihave

myownfriendsthenwhoknowswhattheycan

sayaboutmetoyouoraboutyoutome.So

yeah,I'mwithyouhere...Weshouldintroduce

eachothertoeveryoneasfriendsandreally

makeaneffort..Notthatweabandonthembut

putmoreenergyintothis..

Me:Gapeithinkthatwaywecanbecloseand

havethatbond...(laughed)Thatbondof

missingyouifyounothomekeipotsegoreuh

heyDuduotalengampolaisabodutu.



Dudu:(laughed)Ilikethesoundofthatand

you'reeasytogetalongwith,ihopeyou'renot

pretendingmonyanakweena

Me:(laughed)I'mnotpretending,thisismele

wenaihopeyou'renotpretending.Ilikedhow

youtalkedtomeatthesalonkanahannerele

babangwenkaboreilana

Dudu:Hahahatrue..(tookoffhershoesleaned

back)Anywaypoint2,protectingour

relationship,youknowpeoplegoingtoconvince

usthatwearecrazyright?

Me:Iknow,theywillbejudging...Sayingohhe

lovesthismoreorthisisoneismorebeautiful

thanthisoneblabla...

Dudu:Sodowetellpeopleopenlyhelagore

Bakangisourmanor?

Me:(laughed)Fornowwecankeepitdiscreet

becausewejuststarted,let'ssaywearefriends

nnalewenaandBakangloveshischildren,



bababelaelangbataabaka

Dudu:Yeah,ilikethat...(smilednaughtily)what

aboutsex?That'sgoingtobeourdownfallifwe

don'tapproachitwithwisdom

Me:Whataboutit?

Dudu:Firstlet'ssee...Doyouknowwhathe

likes?

Me:Iknowheislikescontrolandheisrough,is

heroughwithyou?

Dudu:Very,sometimesI'dfeelliketrash

especiallywhenhehadabaddaydibukadi

gannegobalancerthenheblowsoffsome

steam,hecanbeabeast....

Me:Andthechoking...

Dudu:(smiled)UrhshemIloveitwhenhedoes

that...ithelagolemonategorekantewhat'sup

withthat?

Me:(laughed)Idon'tknowmmabutiknowi



loveitwhenheisincontrol,ienjoymakinghim

happyandgivinghimthatpower...

Dudu:HahahaImetmymatch,ihavebeen

feelingguiltykereDuduthewagammayou'rea

littleslut,howcanyouenjoybeingtreatedlike

that?

Me:Hahahaobonannaidon'tthinkIwouldbe

conformabletotellanyoneaboutwhatBakang

likesbecausesomepeoplehaveatotally

differentviewaboutsexandthewayiseesex

istotallydifferent...

Dudu:Tellingwhichpeoplenow?Naledidon't

advertiseourman,someofthesewomendon't

knowjerkaboutthispleasure,noteveryman

candishthiskindofloveportiontoawoman.

Mostofthemarescaredtopushawoman

downforablowjobmmebaebata,nnyaamma

don'ttellanyoneabouthissex.Notevenyour

bestfriend.



Me:Ofcourse...SokanaBakangmightwanta

threesome,whatdowedo?

Dudu:Idon'tknowaboutyoubutI'm

submissive,anythingBakangwantsido...My

rewardishearinghimcum,ilikeitwhenhe

roars...Shempapibatho

Me:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveithoughtyou'rea

quietperson,(claponce)Ompeilehaatshe

gompieno...

Dudu:Eh-ehkeagalapalaronagoloha...

Warengtota

Me:Okay,iguesswewillleavetheresttohis

preferencethen

Dudu:Doyouwatchporn?

Me:Notreally

Dudu:Youshouldwatchporneveryonceina

while,itwillteachyouhowtopleaseaman...

Notthesluttyonestsabofuckmehewehewe



no...imeanmessageroomvideossothatyou

canlearnhowtotouchamantherightway

Me:(laughed)Maybeyoushouldjustteachme

Hao...Bakangwillbeourobject...

Dudu:(laughed)wewillsee...(signed)Jealousy...

Howdowedealwithit?Areyouajealous

person?

Me:Yes,whatifhehasafavourite?

Dudu:WellIdon'tcareifI'mnotthefavourite

maybeit'sbecauseI'mtheoldest

Me:Weshouldaskhimtotreatusthesame...I'd

breallyhurt

Dudu:Yeah,wewilllethimknow

Me:(sighed)Children,banakanabaalothanya

gorewhenanotheronelikesfighting...

Dudu:(laughed)theyoungestchildisalways

theproblem,mosimanyanawagawagobetsa

ngwanake



Me:Nkamoclapamaragonyanaa

Dudu:(laughed)Aomma,Ibelieveintimeout,

you'llkillmyboy.

Me:Nnaketilegomoshapakathupanyana,

boysareverynaughty

Dudu:Hahaanywaythat'sforyearsfromnow,

let'stalkaboutnow.Arrangement,kanteisit

bestweallstayinonehouseoryouhaveyour

ownhouseandihavemyownhouse?

Me:Separatehousesekaregotshwanaleanale

sidechick,itmeanskamaitisoyomongwewill

bealone.Arennenghelarotheandthat'sthe

onlywaywewillbereallyclose...

Dudu:ThankGod,ithoughtyou'llsayotherwise

gapemmabeingseparatedwillmakethings

awkwardeachtimewemeet.

Me:(sighed)Arguments,Howarewegoingto

dealwiththose?



Dudu:Firstlet'sagreethatwearewomenand

it'sinournaturetoquarrelakere?

Me:Yessohowdowedealwiththat?

Dudu:Gagonagongalaorkeepingsomethingin

yourheartwhenyouknowyou'renothappy,we

musttalk.That'stheonlyweapon...

Communicating,ronaibilewewillhavetobe

closertogetherthanwearetohimbecausetota

werunthehouse,hewillobviouslyspendmore

timeout.

Me:Yeah...Ilikethat...

Dudu:Whatabouthissleepingarrangements?

Me:Ithinkweshouldgetathreebedhouse,you

canhaveyourownroomandicanhavemine

thenanotherforthechildren...Hewilljump

betweentheroomsorsomething...1day

each.…MondayyourbedTuesdaymine,etc

Dudu:YesbutnnawhenI'monmyperiodIdon't

wanthimonmybed,ithelakefeeler



uncomfortable...You'llhavehim

Me:(laughed)Lennaithelakeseconformable

toshareabedwhenI'monmyperiod,havingto

checkifyoustainedthesheetsUrh

Dudu:Mmm...Andthen-(weheardacarparking

outside)Didyouhearthat?

Me:(paused)Yeah...Letmecheck...

Iwalkedbarefoottothewindowandsaw

Bakangsteppingoutofthecarfixinghiswhite

vestandputhiscarkeysinhisblack

sweatpants...

Me:(whispered)It'sBakang.

Dudu:(heartskipped)what?

Me:Yes,whatdowedo?

Dudu:Comesitdown...



Isatdown,myheartwaspoundingandIcould

tellDuduwasscaredtoo,allofourconfidence

haddisappearedwithintheblinkofaneye..…we

evenforgothowwegotitallfiguredoutand

planned...

Heknockedonthedoorandwebothlookedat

oneanother..

Dudu:(whispered)Gaobue?

Me:(clearedmythroat)It'snotlocked..

Hepushedthedoorandwalkedin,hewas

definitelystraightoutoftheshowerandhis

presencewasontheair...hepausedstaringat

bothofusandclosedthedoorthenhewalked

overandgotourpapers,hebrushedthrough



themandhandedthembackthenhepassedto

thekitchen....

Ididn'tknowwhathewasthinkingbutIwas

embarrassedanduncomfortable,weboth

lookedateachother...Allofourconfidenceand

chittychattyaminuteagowasgone......

Dudu:(loweredhervoice)Maybeishouldgo...

Me:(closedourpizzabox)Yeah,I'llcallyou...

Relaxed,hewalkedoutofthekitchenand

leanedbythedoorstaringatusholdingaglass

ofcoldwater...

Bakang:Isthisajoke?



Wekeptquietandlookedatoneanother,iwas

hopingDuduwouldsaysomethingsinceshe

wasleadingtheconversationinconfidencebut

no,thegirlwasshakingmorethanme...

Me:No,it'snotajoke..

Dudu:ithough-

Hewalkedoveraswestoodinthemiddleofthe

livingroomandputhisarmsaroundeachofour

waistthenheleanedoverkissingme,heturned

hisneckovertoherandkissedher..……………….

[09/24,19:13]Ron:Co-wife

#14

Atmyhouse...



Itwasawkwardineverywaybutbeingonhis

rightshoulderwasenoughforme,icouldtell

Duduwascomfortableonhislefttoo...heletgo

ofusandsatonthetableaswesatonthe

couchnexttoeachotherfacinghim....

Helookedatusthenheleanedoverrestinghis

elbowsonhisthighsandbowedhishead

rubbinghisfacewithbothhands,heprobably

didn'tknowwhattosay...

Dudu:Wearegivingyouafamily,twokids,a

cleanhouse,goodcookedmeals,cleanclothes,

respect,faithfulnessandgoodsex.Whatare

youbringingtothetable?

Bakang:(sighed)I'llprovideforbothofyouand

ourchildren,I'llmakesurethebillsarepaidand

I'lltreatyouequally.OncethisleaksoutI'll

protectyoufromthesocietybecausethey're



goingtocomewithgunsforusbutyouknow

womenalwaysgetblamedmoreinasituation

so..they'llmakefunofyouandmockyou,make

youthinkthatyouarebeingdesperatebutI'llbe

theretoprovethemwrong.Andihopenoneof

youwillchangehermindaboutthis..

Me:Whataboutfaithfulness?

Dudu:Thankyou

Bakang:(laughed)Ican'tcheatwiththetwoof

youinthehouse.It'snotjustaboutmebeing

satisfiedbutforthesimplereasonofbeing

thankfulthatyoucompromisedalotforme,

Youcouldhavewalkedawayandbewithaguy

youdon'tsharebutyou'rewithmesoforthat

youdeserverespectandloyaltyfromme.Ifi

makeamistakeandmaybeacondombreaks

outthereyoubothgetwhateverI'mbringing

homesoreallyIhavetheresponsibilityofour

healthy.



Me:(smiled)Okay

Dudu:It'ssoundsgood...

Bakang:Iwon'tsayanythingaboutyoutwo

beingunfaithfulbecauseidoubtanyofyou

wouldconsidersuchasuicidalmove.Whenare

wemovingin?

Me:I'dpreferifwecanmakeitinfivemonths

fromnowbecauseidon'tknowhowtocarefor

anewborn,I'dliketobehomeforagood

amountoftimeformymothertoteachmea

fewthings.

Dudu:IguessI'llremainathomeinthe

meantimesothatwecanmoveinallatthe

sametime.

Me:Yeah...

Bakang:Ineedabudgetjusttohaveanideaof

howmuchisneeded,thebudgetyathefirst

monthofmovingandthesampleofour

monthlybudget...



Dudu:Wewillwriteitdown...

Bakang:So...I'mfreeto...(smiled)hopbetween

youtwo?

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Dudu:Hemeanscanhestartgoingbackand

forthbetweenus?Ordowewaittomoveinthe

samehouseandstartthewholething...

Me:OhiguessI'mfinewithanything

Dudu:Butican'tgiveyousexforthenextthree

months,ihavetohealcompletely

Me:InthreemonthsI'llbegettinginthehouse

soatyou'lltakeover

Dudu:Yeah

Bakang:(laughed)Ohshit....(hestoodupand

lookedoutsidethewindowsmiling)Ihopethis

isnotadream..(turnedaroundandwalkedover)

Sowhatelseisleft?

Me:Idon'tknow...



Bakang:(lookedathistime)Duduhowlong

haveyoubeenhere?.Thebabyisprobably

crying

Dudu:Yeah...Ishouldgo....(tome)Caniusethe

toilet?

Me:Yes...Thisway...

ShewenttothetoiletthenBakangleanedover

andkissedrubbingmybump...

Bakang:I'msorryaboutlastnight...Ishouldn't

havebeendrinkingaroundyou.

Me:It'sokay...Don'tworryaboutit

Bakang:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo...(iputhishandonmy

tummy)thebabyiskicking..



Hesmiledfeelingthebaby'skicksthenhe

kissedmeasDuduwalkedoverandpickedher

things....

Dudu:I'mdone,canyoudropmehome?

Bakang:Sure....

Dudu:Naledintagolletsaautwa

Me:Mmh...Shap

Shewalkedoutthenhekissedmeandfollowed

herout.AfterafewminutesIgotupand

watchedthemholdinghandstothecar....my

phonerangandiwalkedtothebedroom

picking...

Me:Hello?

Renei:Hi...Justcheckingonyou,howareyou?



Me:I'mgood,howareyoumonyadi?

Renei:(laughed)Mymotherjusttoldmethat

oneofAbaleng'suncleswasathome...God

mmaexcitementyateng....Ekaregokadirwaga

helakapela

Me:(laughed)I'mreallyhappyforyou...

Renei:You'reinagoodmoodtoday,what'sup?

Kanaketsonedihormones

Me:(laughed)CanItellyouasecret?

Renei:Yes...Ilovesecretsanddata...

Me:DuduandiagreedtoshareBakangfor

peacesake,sheloveshim,ilovehimandhe

canhandletwowomen,heisfinancialstable

andyouknow...Heisroyaltysowhynot...And-

Renei:Whatdoyoumeansharehim?Polygamy

kanaeng?

Me:Yes...Wediscusseditandithinkitwill

work.Ihavebeenworriedabouthimbeingtoo



sexuallyactivebecauseobatetsesexruriandi

thinkDudubeingtherewillhelpmealot,ican

restwhenhewithherandshewillhelpme

aroundthehouseaswell.

Renei:Wait,you'replanningtomoveintogether?

Me:Yes...Butwedon'twanttotellanyone,it

willbeasecretrennahelarothe.

Renei:AommaNaledi,aren'tyoutheonewho

waspreachingtomeaboutnotstandingfor

nonsensefromaman?Akeremalobahelaha

youwerepreachingtomeoreimustwalkaway

fromMogapi?WhyshouldyouletBakang

abuseyoulikethis?Whendidyouloseyourself

-esteem?Ple-

Me:Bakangisnotabusingus,heisnotMogapi,

hedoesn'tbeatwomen,whenhegetsangryhe

leavessodon'ttrytomakeyourselffeelbetter

bycomparingBakangtoMogapi.

Renei:I'mnotcomparingthem,whatmakesyou



thinkiwouldfeelbetterfromcomparingthose

two?Nnakethusawena,whyareyougetting

angry?Didigetangryatyouwhenyoutoldme

toleaveMogapi?Lesagoitshotamma,idon't

knowhowdesperateyoucanbeforyoutoplay

secondbest...Sharingaman?Really?O

ithobogileeng?Doyoureallythinksolowof

yourself?YouthinkBakangistheonlymanin

Maun?Isthisaboutyourweight?Gape

PolygamyisillegalinBotswanasothisguyis

goingtouseyouandgomarryamoredignified

womanwhoknowsherworth....Hecan'tmarry

twowivesthat'swhyit'sillegaltosleepwith

anotherwoman'sman,that'swhyawifecan

sueanywomanwhotouchesherhusbandand

thecourtrulesinherfavour...

Me:(tearfully)YouknowwhatReneijust

becauseyou'regettingmarrieddoesn'tmean

everyonewantstogetmarried.Congratulations

onyourweddingbutdon'tatanypointfeellike



you'rebetterthanmejustbecauseyou're

gettingmarried.Iwanttobehappy,iwantmy

childtobearoundhisfather,ifit'sillegalthen

wewillplayhousetherestofourlives,not

everyonegetsmarried.Heelekadignitykeha

basadigabasheerekebalekaebaba

nyetsweng?whatdidtheybenefitfromhating

theirboyfriend'sgirlfriends?

Renei:Naledihaveyoulostyourmindrightnow?

Whatareyougoingtodowhenhewantsa

threesome?Didn'tyousayBakangisabitcrazy,

whatifhewantsit?

Me:Wewillgiveittohim,whatistheproblem?

Bannabatholabarobalabasadibabangwe

thentheycomeandsleepwiththeirwomen,

what'sthedifference?Atleastiam100%sure

heissafeandknowwithwhom.

Renei:KanteBakangolepateletsagodirajaana

Naledikanajang?Iknowheisfromapowerful

andrichfamilybutyoucan'tlethimabuseyou



likethis...thisiscrazyateverylevel,youcan't

shareaman.Duduetsangwagothalegetsa,he

leftherandevenifhestilllovesherhewas

goingtocheatandnotreallyleaveyou,forher

thisisawinbecauseshegetsBakangbackbut

wenayou'rethestupidoneforlettingherin

Me:Don'tcallmestupid,Ifhewasgoingto

cheattheniguessI'dratherknowwithwhom

andhowsafeiam.Forsleepingwithmyman

Duduwillgettodohalfthechores,shewillhelp

medohislaundry,cookforhimandmakesure

heissatisfied.Idon'tknowwhyyou'rejudging

mebecauseMogapiwascheating,oneosa

batemmehewas.Whetherwelikeitornot

thereisalwaysawomanyourmanissleeping

withI'dratherknowherstatusandher

intentionsesenggoberekamonnakele1side

chickeberekagontshiwadioutlego

bechetswa,ifsheisgoingtoenjoyhimshe

betterputinhalfthework.Yalenyalonkaseitie



kayonekagorebasadikabontsigabaanyalwa

mmebarebaholysoIcan'twastemylifeinthe

hopeofgettingmarried.

Renei:Thisisnotmyfriendtalking,Bakangdid

somethingtoyou...Malobayouencouragedme

toleaveanabusiverelationshipisnotthesame

oneI'mtalkingtohere.

Me:Reneiweeyouhaveyourbeliefsandihave

mine,ifIfeellikesharingBakangmakesme

happy,behappyforme.Don'tjudgeme...I

neverjudgedyoubefore.

Renei:Ijustfeellikeyou'redesperatetobepart

oftheroyalfamilyoryoujustwanttobe

Bakang'ssexslave,heisgoingtousebothof

youandthengomarryaninnocentvirgin.Men

alwaysdothat...

Me:That'sariskI'mwillingtotakeandifyou

thinkjustbecauseyou'regettingmarriedyou'll

alwaysbeyourhusband'soneandonlythen



kudosmyfriend.Enjoymarriage...Thelasttime

Icheckeddivorcerateswerehighkeipotsa

gorewherearethesehusbandsheadedifthere

isn'tanywomansleepingwithanotherwoman's

mankakehaekarennaleDuduredirabothodi.

Hannerelwakegonenkabogolemonateakere?

nyalwammaandbeyourhusband'soneand

only,hewillhaveonlyeyesforyou,youwilllive

happilyeverafter...Hewon'tcheat.Nakesiame

leDudu.Bye

Ihungupandsighed.....

AtDudu'home....

Bakangparkedthecarandkissedher...

Bakang:(smiled)Ineverknewyoutwocanbe



thiscrazy,istillfeellikeI'mdreaming...Thereis

nowaythisisreal

Dudu:Justdon'thavefavouritesorcheat...

Bakang:Iwouldn't...

Heleanedoverandkissedher...

Bakang:Loveyou...

Dudu:Lovemore...

Shesteppedoutofthecarthenhereversedand

droveoff.

Shewalkedinandfoundhermothersittingon

thebedholdingherbabygentlyswingingheras

shelaidasleepwithadummyinhermouth...



Her:Wherrhaveyoubeen?

Dudu:MamaisaidiwasreturningNaledi'scard

akere?

Her:Andyoutakesolong?Isthatwhyyouwere

bumpingyourbreastsallnight?

Dudu:Ididn'twantMemetocryincaseigot

delayed.

Her:KooreolopelaengsesekanamogoNaledi

ngwanaka?EneBakang?Whatiswrongwith

you?

Dudu:Mamaithoughtyouwouldunderstand,

polygamymightbeillegalbutit'snotan

abomination,itusedtohappen...Justbecause

killingwildanimalsisillegaldoesn'tmean

peopleinthefarmsdon'tdoit,theyeatmeat

andall...WhyareyoumakingitseemlikeI'm

doingsomethingthathasneverbeendone

before?

Her:Isthisaboutwantingtobepartoftheroyal



family?Isthiswhyyouarelettingthisboyuse

youlikethis?Heleftyouandnowyou're

crawlingbacktohimtobehisgirlfriend'slittle

helper.Hewon'tmarryyou

Dudu:Doesthatmeaneveryonewhoisnot

sharingismarried?Notsharingdoesn't

guaranteemarriageorhappiness,theystill

cryingbecausetheirboyfriendssleepwithother

women.Amiwrongforbeingnicetoaperson

mymanishavingsexwith?

Her:IwillnottoleratethisDudu,notinmy

house.Ididn'traiseadesperatewoman,you

wanttoembarrassmehaobonaoriana,what

doyouthinkpeoplewillthinkofme?

Dudu:(tearfully)Mamaifyoucan'tacceptmy

choicesthenit'sfine,I'llfindaplacetostay.

Gaysalwaysgetrejected,whoamitoexpect

understandingkapolygamy...

Her:Youneedprayers,thisisanevilspirit,this



isnotbiblicalandGodwillpunishyou...

Dudu:(crying)Godwillnotpunishme,stop

cursingme...Iwillnotbepunished,weareall

sinners,whyshouldIbepunishedforbeingnice

toanotherwoman?I'llleaveyourhouseifI'm

suchadisappointment.

Her:Eetsamaya,obatagontshutisabatho?

Whatdoitellpeopleatchurch?You're

possessedbyanevilspirit,youneedprayers...

Shetookherphoneandstormedoutcrying....

AtAbaleng'shouse....

ThenextdayReneiturnedandputherheadon

hischestashecaressedherthighsoftly....



Renei:Babecanitellyousomething

confidential?

Abaleng:Yeah,whatisit?

Renei:IthinkBakangisforcingNalediandDudu

toacceptoneanotheranddatehim.Heis

controllingher,Naledidoesn'tlikeabusivemen,

that'swhyshetooksolongtodatebecause

oneaborwakedirelationshipnowsheisall

aboutbowingtoBakang'swishes.Idon'tknow

ifhehasdonethiswiththemandsheisafraid

totellmeorwhatbutshesaidsomethingabout

athreesome.Hewantstomovetheminhouse

andjustusethemlikeslaves.Iknewroyal

peoplehaveslavesbutididn'tthinkBakang

couldmakethesewomenhisslaves.Naledihas

changed,ompaletsekooresantseke

hakgametsemoelenggorekepalelwakego

baasephirisateng...

Abaleng:Areyouserious?Pleaseyou'rejoking...



Renei:Iwouldneverjokeaboutsomethinglike

this...heisforcingthemtobehissexslaves.

Nowiunderstandwhyhedoesn'tdatewomen

hisclass,healwaysgoesforthelowestclass

sothathecancontrolthem...

Abaleng:Hemightdothatwithothersbutit

won'thappenwithNaledi-

Hisphonerang....

Abaleng:Hello?

Mama:HiAbi,canyoucomeoverhere?Your

unclesjustarrivedfromReneilwe'sfamily...

Abaleng:I'llbethere...

Hehungupandputonhisclothes....



Abaleng:IknewBakangwastoogoodtobe

true....Butifhethinksbeingroyaltyissome

kindofaprivilegehehasanotherthingcoming,

nnagakenasepegoregatwemothokengwana

wakgosi.Nooneisabovethelaw,maybethey

wereabovethelawbackin1966butnot

anymore,otwaelabanababathomogomaswe,

mogongwekelenyatso...Keagomolatela,

wagompolelasente

Atmymother'shouse.....

Ataxidroppedmeatthegateandiwalkedinas

myphonerang,icouldn'twaittoenjoytheduty

ofpreparingteaforthefamilymeetingsofmy

brother'swedding...

Me:Hello?



Arona:Heyyou...

Me:Nemmawhenisthesemesterbreak?You

havetocomehelpmeprepareteaforthe

meetingskelapilehelatsatsilantha..

Arona:(laughed)Nodarling,I'macitygirl...

LehasemesterbreaksetsenaI'llremainhere

andenjoymyself.

Me:OtaaImakanaArona

Arona:(laughed)Lelethemmannake

professor,iputacondomonaguytheniturn

thedickaroundcheckingifitisproperly

covered,kgonagorehaguyetsweletseabo

kereemapelekebonegoreacondomentse

sente

Me:(laughed)Butwhywouldyoucheckifthe

condomisthere?

Arona:Ihavehadsexwithafewguysaround

hereandheymmanyana,iswearithoughtthe

condomwillfallout.IthinkI'lljuststaysingle



andwaitforanyofmyhomeboys...Ican'ttake

thisstarvation

Me:(laughed)Osepokomonyana,obonye

messagewame?

Arona:Isawitnnammaidon'tseeanything

wrongwithit,ifitmakesyouhappythendoit.

Dudusoundslikeamaturewoman,ican'twait

tomeether

Me:(smiled)Iknewyouwouldunderstand,

thanks

Arona:Butdon'ttellMamaaboutthis,youknow

herandherstandardsgotshwanaleene

Abaleng,hecanbesocontrolling.Remember

heoncechasedawaymyboyfriendbecauseo

lengisitseborokgwearwelelenyena?

Me:(laughed)Irememberthat...Kehao

thuthugetsegore

Arona:Heymmaneosabonemotenggapelo

yame,haareNaledigaaratanemmewenawaa



ratanahei...Kehaketetsegore

Me:(laughed)Aemmagoshapkegorogile,

takesimololegodirelabagolotee

Arona:Okay,shap

Ihungupandgreetedmyunclesandaunties,it

hadbeenawhilesinceIhadseenmostofthem

andihadthatshynessyougetwhenyougreet

peopleyoumetwhenyouwereyoung...

Me:Dumelang

Auntie:Lelebathoomosadijaanong...Onyalwa

leng?

Me:(swallowed)hamodimoaratile...

Uncle:ThePrinceisgoingtomarryher,iliked

thatboy'shumblepersonalityinourmeeting

maloba,heacceptedresponsibilityforhis

actionslikearealmanandilovehowhisfather



isalwaysencouraginghimtodoright.Heis

comingupproperly....

Mama:Hiswifeisanotherstory,theonly

reasonthemeetingwasquickandpeacefulis

becausethekingdecidedtoleaveherbehind,

nkaboledulemommitiningolemokgotshe

mohumagadiwalona.

Me:I'mgoingtomaketeainthekitchen...

Igotinthekitchenandplayedmusicwithmy

phoneasthemeetingwentonandonoutside.

LateroniservedthemwithteaasAbalengand

ourseniorunclestoodasidediscussingmoney

issues...Unclewalkedbackandsatasiserved

himwithtea,Abalengwalkedinthehouseand

remainedinthereforalittlewhile....

Minuteslateriwalkedinthekitchenholdinga

tray,Abalengandmymotherwerestandingin



themiddleofthekitchenasshelookedat

Abalengincompleteshockanddisbelief....

Myheartskipped,icouldsenseitwasaboutme

butididn'twanttobelieveReneiwouldtellon

meknowingthetypeoffamilyIcomefrom......

Mama:Nalediistheresomethingyouwantto

tellme?

Abaleng:Whydidn'tyoutellmeBakangwas

treatingyoulikethis?

Me:Treatingmelikewhat?Don'twanttotalk

aboutit

Mama:Abalengpleaseexcuseus..(hewalked

outthenmymotherangrilystaredatme)You

willnotembarrassmeorthisfamilylikethis,

haveyounoshame?

Me:Shameforwhatmama?It'smydecision...



It'swhatmakesmehappy

Mama:NalediIwillnottoleratethatkindof

behaviourinmyhouse,gakenangwanayoo

itaolangkatselaentsengjalo,it'senoughthat

hismotherthinksyou'redesperateandbelow

herson'sstandardbuttoproveherrightisjust

wrong.Whyareyousodesperate?Whatmakes

youthinkyoucan'tfindamanthatwill

appreciateyouandyoualone?

Me:It'smydecision,itsmylifemamaandi

decidehowiwanttolive

Mama:Ifyouhaveitallsofiguredoutthen

maybeyoudon'tneedmearoundyou,otaipaa

botsetsehaelegoregakemmago...Otilego

nnalehetwa,you'llnevergetmarried.

Me:Justbecauseyou'remymotherdoesn't

meanyouarealwaysright,ihavetomakemy

owndecisions.Ifgettingmarriedandhavinga

manallyourselfmakesonesohappyhow



comeyouarenothappy?Papawalkedaway

fromusandhadanotherwoman,hetookcare

ofherchildrenandnevercaredforyours....How

comeyouarenothappyifmarriageisalways

theanswer?You'remarriedbutsad.....

Sheslappedmeacrossthefaceandiremained

stillastearsfilledmyeyes,sheswallowed

glaringatmeastearsfilledhereyes....

Mama:Icannotbelieveyoujusttalkedtome

likethat.Turnaroundandwalkoutofthisyard

andneverlookbackwankutwaNaledi?Go....I

didn'tbreakmybacktoraiseaweakwoman

likeyou...Goandnevercomebackhereagain.

GaonamaitseomogomasweNaledi....

Islowlyputthetrayonkitchenunitandwalked

outwipingmytears..............



[09/24,19:14]Ron:Co-wife

#15

AtBakang'sfathers......

Theoldmanwasstandingbehindthehouse

shavinghisgrayhairwithamachine...He

leanedoverthemirrorandshavedhis

moustacheasBakangjumpedoverhis

mother'sgardenfenceandcarefullywalked

alongthelittlepathwayavoidingthefresh

flowers....

Hisfather:(laughed)Youneverlearn...Whyare

youjumpingoverthatside?couldn'tyouwalk

throughthebackdoorobatagogatadithunya

tsamosadiwameakere?

Bakang:(laughedanddustedhisshoeswalking



upthe4staircases)Shewon'tnoticeanything...

Him:(satonthechair)Tsaa...

Bakangtookoffhiswhitet-shirtandremained

withhisvestthenhegotthebrushandcleaned

themachine,hebrushedhisdad'shairand

carefullygavehimacleancut...

Bakang:Dadcaniaskyousomething?

Him:Yeah

Bakang:Haveyoueverthoughtabouthaving

morethanonewoman?

Him:It'severyman'sfantasy...

Bakang:Iknowbutimeanhaveyouever

consideredit?

Him:Yourmotherisalotofwork,ofcoursei

havelookedatothersweetgentleloving



womenaroundmeandthoughtthiswomancan

makegoodwifeforme,shewouldprobablybe

morelovingtothepeoplebutihavetoliveby

example...Imusthaveonewife.

Bakang:Thewomanyouusedtovisitafter

pickingmefromschoolwheniwasdoingform

1kemang?Theonewhostayedatthehospital

staffhouses,shewasanurseright?

Him:Mmhyouhaveaverygoodmemory,i

thoughtyouweretooyoungtonoticeanything.

Bakang:(brushedhishairandcontinued

trimming)Whoisshe?

Him:Shewasyourmother'shelper,wekeptour

relationshipverydiscreet...Shewasasweet

lady.

Bakang:Okaejaana?

Him:KogaMangwatokakwa

Bakang:Shewasappealing...Irememberher



bodystructure

Him:(laughed)Shewas...Shelookedlike

Naledi

Bakang:(laughed)Areyoustillseeingeach

other?

Him:Iwouldn'tcallitseeingeachother,sheisa

marriedwomanandshehaschildren...Weare

moreofdiscreetfriends..Everyonceinawhile

wegreeteachotherbutit'snothingserious.

Beingmarrieddoesn'tmeanyouautomatically

stophavingfeelings,ofcourseyou'lllustat

otherwomenbutyoumustalwaysrememberto

respectyourwifefeelings,whyareyouasking?

Bakang:Iwanttohavetwowives,notawife

andsmallhouse,iwantthewholething..

Him:WellIt'snothingnew,weusedtohaveit

thoughit'sveryrarebutidoubtyou'llfind

womenwhowillagreetoitunlessyougoto

SouthAfrica,theystillhaveit.Yourunclehas



threewivesinKZNwaitseakere?

Bakang:Yesiknow....NalediandDududon't

mindit.Wehavealreadytalkingaboutit.

Him:(lookedathimsmiling)Getserious!

Bakang:(laughed)Keserious

Hestoodupandhuggedhimlaughingloudly

pattinghisback...

Him:I'mveryproudofyou...

Bakang:(sighedinrelief)Thanks,Ididn'tthink

you'dbepositiveaboutit

Him:Positive?BoyI'mexcitedforyou...Very

proud.Uhthat'smyboycomehere....(he

huggedhimagainandproudlysmackedhimon

thecheek)Goodboy...

Bakang:I'mjustworriedthatimightnotlove



themthesameandi...Idon'tknowhowto

jungletwowomenwithoutmakingtheother

feelingleftout.

Him:(sighed)Wellthetruthisthereisalwaysa

favourite,oneofthemwillbethesweetest,one

willbeagoodcook,theotherwillbelazy...They

aredifferentbutyoubalanceitandtrynotto

showit.Whoeveryoulovethemostisprobably

goingtobethespoiltbratbecauseyou'llfindit

hardtobehardonherandshewillknowtoo,

shewilltakeadvantageofthat.It'snaturalbut

youmustcontrolit..I'lltalktoyouruncle,heis

intothat,hewilltutoryou.Butihavtowarmyou

polygamyislikeadrug,yougetaddictedtothe

poweryouhaveoverthesewomenandwant

morepower,akerewhenyoustartdrinking2

cansmakeyoudizzy..astimegoesonyoufeel

nothingunlessyouhave4cansthensixpack

soonandsoforth...Kganteleonwacaseyothe

(theybothlaughed)controlyoururgetoget



anotherafterhaving2.Don'tbelikeoneof

theseguys,theylettheaddictioncontrolthem,

havesympathyforyourgirls.

Bakang:Idon'twantmorethan2,Ijustwant

NalediandDudu...

Him:Whoisthefavourite?

Bakang:(laughed)Can'ttellyou...

Him:(laughed)Ialreadyknow...Sheismy

favouritetoo.Herinnocenceisappealing,sheis

naive...It'sadorable

Bakang:I'mplanningtomoveinwiththemin6

monthsbutiwantthewholethingtobea

secret..

Him:Iwon'ttellyourmother,shewouldhavea

heartattack...

Bakang:(brushedhishair)I'mdone.....

Hemovedback,theoldmanwalkedtothe



mirrorandbrushedhishairdownwithhis

palm....

Him:Nice.....

Bakang:Iwantthehousebytheriver...Idon't

wanttorent,I'mtryingtochannelmymoney

intoinvestmentsothatIcanaffordthemall.

Him:Noyoucan'thavethathouseunlessyou

marriedtothem,Ilongtoldyouthatit'sthe

houseI'mgoingtogiveyouasyourwedding

present.

Bakang:Papaakereican'tmarrythem..Why

notgiveittomenow?

Him:NoIthinkit'spossibletomarrybothof

theminSouthAfrica.Wewillaskyouruncle

aboutit...

Bakang:Idon'twanttomarrythemthissoon,i

wantthemtostaywithoneanotherforafew



yearsandifthingsgowellI'llmarrythem.I'm

doingthisforthefirsttimetoosoiwantto

makesureidoitrightwithwomenwho

understandit.

Him:Findthemahousemyboy,thatoneisfor

wivesnotgirlfriends.

Bakang:(sighed)Alright...(checkedhistime)I

havetogo,I'mgoingtowatchthegamewith

theguys...

Him:Okay,...(smiled)I'mreallyproudofyou...

Treatyourwomenwithrespect,don'tcheaton

them,Ronareiphithabecauseoflimitations

wenaofreesoyouhavetobethankfuland

makethemhappy.

Bakang:(smiled)I'mplanningtospoilthem

rotten...

Him:(pathimontheshoulder)That'smyboy...



Hewalkedthroughthebackdoorintothehouse

andpassedbyhismotherwatchingTV...

Her:Whendidyougethere?Ididn'tseeyou

passhereMidodidyousteponmyflowers?

Bakang:Kehitilegonehamme

Her:Ifmyflowershavebeendamagedyou'llfix

them...

Bakang:(walkingout)LoveyouMa...

Herandownthestairsanddisarmedhiscar

alarm,hejumpedinandreversedout.......

AtAbaleng'shouse....

Isteppedoutofthetaxiandwalkedtowardsmy

brother'shouseandbangedonthedoor...



Renei:I'mcoming!

Iwaitedafewsecondsandbangedonthedoor

againwiththepalmofmyhand,itfeltlikeshe

wastakinghourstoopenthedoor.Sheopened

thedoorandstuckherheadout....

Me:Really?Youtoldmybrotherandmymother?

Renei:Iwastryingtohelpyouandididn'ttell

your-

Me:OlopelagoratiwakadiphiritsameRenelwe?

You'retheworstfriendapersoncanhave.

You'reasnake,iwasgoingtotellmyparentsat

therighttimeusingtherightwordswenao

phadimogahelanywenyweosaitsegorego

diragalaeng?Didigoaroundtellingeveryone

yoursecrets?(pointedather)Oskalebalagorei



knowallyourdeepestsecretseventhenasty

onesthatcangivemybrothersecondthoughts

aboutmarryingyou.Skabatagotshamekela

mogonnamma.

Reneilwe:I'msorry...

Me:Sorry?Doyouknowthatmymotherchased

meaway,sorrygaanagompaabotsetse...you

intentionallyputmeinapositionwhereIhadto

arguewithmymotherandyouknowour

parentsdon'twanttobetoldthetruthgao

ganyetsakooreoyakisamothoyomotonakana

gaonamaitseo,Reneiontennemmaifthisis

howthingsaregoingtobethenkelebogela

friendshipyagago.Mysecretsshouldn'thave

reachedAbaleng,youknowhealways

overreactstoeverything,gompienoyaanahe

thinksI'mbeingabusedanditwillbedifficultto

convincehimotherwise.Hewasstartingtolike

BakangnowI'mbacktosquare1.Omoloimma,

seosedirilengkeboloi



Reneilwe:(crying)I'msorry...I'lltalktohim

again.

Me:Nothankyou,youdidenoughdamage

already.Kantekesonesedingwetsidiilwang

mogokana,youdon'thavesixmonthsinour

familyandalreadyyouturnedusagainstone

another.Mxm...Somuchforadaughterinlaw....

Iwalkedaway....

AtDudu'smother's...

Laterthatafternoonshepackedherbagsand

satdowndressingherdaughterashermother

stoodbythedoorlookingather....

Her:Kooreopokapokegajaanakangwanao

lebilekae?



Dudu:I'mgoingtoBakang'shouse

Her:Youcan'tgotoaboyfriend'shousewitha

newbornbaby...bayadibekeonnehaatshe.His

parentswon'tallowit.Gonalelemeilaya

botsetse,BakangkengwanawaSetswanaand

somefamiliesdon'tallowtheirsonsaround

nursingmothersforacertainamountoftime

becausethosetheyweretreatedsomehowata

youngage.GareitsegoreBakangothusitswe

kadihedithareibileelebabogosijaana.

Dudu:Thosethingsareancientmama,people

don'tdothatanymoreandyouchasedmeaway.

Youdon'twantmetolivemylifethewayIwant.

Her:Ehemma,tsamaya...Tselatshweu...Ha

lehatshelegosotaoboe,you'llfindmehereif

I'mstillalive.

Shefinisheddressingherdaughteranddialed

hisnumber....



AtBakang'shouse...

BakangandhisbuddiesswitchedofftheTV

chattingloudlyandmadetheirwaytotheback

yard,theirteamhadwonandthemoodwas

high....

TheothertwoguysdivedintothepoolasTemo

broughtmorebeerbottlesfromthefridge....

Bakangansweredhisphonestandingbythe

whitescreenwall.....

Bakang:hello?

Dudu:(sniffed)Hi

Bakang:Heybabe,what'sup?

Dudu:Mymotherchasedmeawaywiththe



baby,wehadanargumentandshesaidimust

leave.Canyoucomegetme?

Bakang:DidyoutalktoNaledi?

Dudu:Notyet

Bakang:Ican'tletyouinthehouseifshdoesn't

allowme,rememberwesupposedtoagreeon

everything.Ican'tmakethatdecisiononmy

ownandweagreedtomoveintogetherinafew

monthswhenStarisalsoavailable.

Dudu:I'mstranded..

Bakang:Ialwaysthoughtyourmotheris

reasonable,whywouldshethrowyououtwitha

baby?It'sunlikeher

Dudu:Sheknowsaboutpolygamy

Bakang:Ohshit...ButIcanpayforrentifyou

findahouse,thaticandowithoutneedinga

permissionfromNaledibecauseI'llbedoingit

formydaughter.Batantuaboompolelaautwa?



Dudu:I'lltalktoNalediandgetbacktoyou.

Bakang:Alright,loveyou

Dudu:Loveyoutoo...

Hehungupandwalkedtowardsthepoolwhere

hisfriendsandcousinwhereracinginthe

water...Heputhisphonedownandtookoffhis

clothesthenhedivedinandrubbedthewater

onhisface.....

Temo:Thebannalet'splansomethingthese

comingholidays...agetaway

Bakang:Justtheguysorwiththeladies?

Temo:Withtheladies,whatdoyouthink?

Bakang:It'snotagoodtimeforme

Trevor:Ohkanawenaoimitsegapeobeile

botsetsi,whoistheeoneandwhoistheside



chickbetweenthem?

Bakang:(laughed)FuckoffTrevor...

Temo:(laughed)Heistakingthemboth,they

agreedandplanneditall....

Bakang:(splashedhimwithwater)Thatwas

supposedtoremainbetweenyouandmeyou

shithead!

Tuelo:(satontheedgeandopenedabottleof

beer)Wait?Agreed?Howdoesitwork...?

Temo:I'mtellingyoumanifthesearethe

advantagesthatcomeswithroyaltyiwanttobe

adopted...Twowomen?Shiiit...Bontšabaaja

themona

Bakang:(laughed)Guysheisbluffing,youknow

Duduleftme

Tuelo:(laughed)Wayakalaitaka...

Bakang:(laughed)Tabekeakelaengnebanna?

Temoislying...



Trevor:BKthemonnaomaaka,buahela...They

bothwantyou,thatweknow...Didtheyactually

agreeto-youknow?

Bakang:(laughedandhoppedoutofthepool)

Maybetheydidmaybetheydidn't...Wewillfind

outifwepostponethisgetawayto6months

fromnow.Rightnowisnotagoodtimeforme...

Trevor:Becausetheotherispregnantandthe

otherisonconfinement,sotellmethis...Iknow

yourgreat-grandfathershadmorethanonewife,

doessomeonecheat?

Bakang:(laughed)Dude,iwasn'tthere,idon't

knowbutiknowiwon'tcheatonmygirls...

Tuelo:(clappedhands)Sotheydidagree...

Bravo!

Bakang:(laughedopeningabottle)Theydidn't,I

meanthypothetically!Hypothetically....

Trevor:(laughed)Hypotheticallymydickwaa

yakaBakang...



Abalengangrilywalkedoverandpushed

Bakangonthechest...Hestaggeredbackand

droppedhisbottle,Itshatteredonthepool

pavementastheguysturnedaround

confused.....

Abaleng:Stayawayfrommysister,doyou

understandme?Stayawayfromher....

Bakang:(clenchedhisjawsstaringathim)Don't

touchmeagain...

Abaleng:(pushedhimagain)Orwhat?Or

what?....(pushedhimagain)Gofindanother

womantouseforyoursickfetish,you'renot

usingNaledi.You'resickerthanIthought...

You'reaspoiltbrat.

Bakang:(lookingathim)Getoffmyface..

Sutellakoo



Trevor:Guysknockitoff..

Temo:(sippedbeersittingonthechair)Ba

togelemthakaotalelaBakang...

Trevor:Theyhavetostop..

Tuelo:Balese...

Abalenggotonhisfaceandcontinuedtelling

himoff,Bakangwalkedawayrubbingthewater

offhishair..

Bakang:Abalengakebategobualewenasepe,

neoseogamonnaoantumela.

Abaleng:(pushedhimfromtheback)Karestay

awayfromNaledi,I'mnotaskingyou.Otsaa

goreketshamekalewena?

Bakangsnappedandturnedaroundpushing



himinthepool,Abalenggrabbedholdofhis

boxersastheybothfellinthepool.Big

splasheswetthepavementastheysunk,

Bakangdraggedhimtothebottomofthepool

ashedrownedspittingbubblesstrugglingand

kickingaround.

Trevor:(standingontheedgestaringatthe

water)Guysheisdrowninghim

Temo:(sippedthebeer)Sowhat?

Tuelo:(satonthechair)Balese...

MinuteslaterBakangemergedandgotanother

breathwhilepressinghimdownthenhepushed

himtothebottonofthepoolagain.........

Trevor:Aethebanna,canwestopthis?

Tuelo:Relax.........
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AtBakang'shouse...

Trevorstaredatthewaterforquitesometime

thenheputhisbottledownanddivedin...

Tuelo:TFiswrongwiththisguy?

Temo:Trevorisweak,akerewaitse...

HeswamunderwaterandgrabbedAbalengby

theshirtthenheswamandblewthewateras

heemergedholdinghim..

Trevor:Takehimout..



TemoandTuelograbbedhimandlaidhimothe

pavementasBakanghoppedoutandgrabbeda

beerbythetable...Trevorkneltnexttohimand

performedCPR...

Tuelo:(checkedhispulse)Guys.....(swallowed)

Guysican'tfeelhispulse...

Temo:(puthisfingersonhisneck)Ican'tfeel

anythingtoo

Trevor:(pushedthem)Don'ttouchhim...Move

back...

TheymovedbackstaringatTrevorashe

pumpedhischestandgavehimmouthto

mouth....Bakangwalkedoverandstoodover

TrevorstaringatAbaleng...Hethoughthe

wouldpunishhimjustenoughbutnowhe



wonderedifhetookittoofar...

Bakang:Isheokay?

Trevor:(pumping)Idon'tknow....

Bakangsquattednexttohimholdingthebottle

andheldhiswristcheckinghispulse,Abaleng

caughthisbreathandspatwaterthenthey

movedbackwipingtheirfaces...Hecoughed

andkneltdownthrowingupnothingbutwater.

Trevorhelpedhimgetupandhandedhima

towel...

Trevor:Areyouokay?

Bakang:Heisfine...Lethimgo

Abaleng:(staringathim)Thisisnotover..

Bakang:Ofcourseit'snot,notuntilyou



understandthatsheismineandthereis

nothingyoucandoaboutit.

Trevor:BKstopit...Guyscomeon...Naledi

doesn'tneedthiskindofdrama.Sheis

pregnant.Um...(tohim)What'syourname

again?

Abaleng:Abaleng

Trevor:SureAbskopaovaelaitakaletaabua

nexttimegoleshapnotlikethis,let'sbeadults..

Abaleng:Thanks,shap

Trevor:Sure

Abalengwalkedawayaswatersquashedoutof

hisshoeswitheverystephetook,Bakang

shookhisheadandfollowedhimtothecar...

Bakang:Getbackinthehousekegoneeledry

clothes,youcan'tgetinthecarallwetlikethat..



Abaleng:(unlockedthecar)Stayawayfromme

Bakang:Suityourself..

Hewalkedawaydrinkinghisbeer,Abalenggot

inhiscaranddroveoff....

Atmyhouse....

Iwalkedoutofthebathroomwrappingmyself

withatowelandsatonthebed,ifeltguilty

aboutthewayitalkedtomymotherevenRenei,

itwasoneofthosemomentswhereyoujust

getcarriedawayandfoundyourselfsaying

thingsyouwishyouhadn'tsaid.

IlovedBakangandifhavingtwowomenmade

himhappyiwashappytodoitforhimbuti

didn'tunderstandwhyanyonehadaproblem



withit...Myphonerang...Irubbedmyeyesand

tookadeepbreaththenipicked....

Me:Hello?

Dudu:(lowvoice)Hi...

Me:Hey

Dudu:Ihadanargumentwithmymother,we

exchangedwords...Shedoesn'tunderstand

whatI'mtryingtodoandihavetomoveout.I

don'twanttosleepheretonight..

Me:Youcan'tmovetoBakang'shousewithout

me

Dudu:Iknow,ispoketohim.Iwasthinkingi

couldcomeoverthereuntilifindahouse...It

wouldprobablytakeaweekortwo.Whatdo

youthink?

Me:Butmineisjustabachelorpad,thereis

onlyonebedroom,Maybeweshouldgotohis



houseandstaytogetherwhileyoutofinda

house.Heimmelennakanakenalesituation,

Mamasaidshewon'thelpmeoncethebabyis

here,shebasicallydisownedmebutI'dliketo

apologisewhensheiscalmmaybeafterafew

days.

Dudu:Yeahbutifsheisstillangryicanhelpyou,

mymotheralreadytaughtmeafewthings.The

restwewillGooglethem...

Me:LetmetalktoBakangkeyegotsayakoloi

andthencomegetyouguys

Dudu:Bye...

AtBakang'shouse...

LateroniwalkedoverasBakangandhis

friendswereputtingontheirshirtsstandingby

thecarchatting.…



Me:Hello

Bakang:(puthisarmaroundmeandkissedme)

Heybabe...

Temo:Hi

Trevor:Youlookverybeautiful,nicehair..

Me:Thanks

Tuelo:Ngng...Bakangwautwa?

Bakang:Obatarelwa...

Me:(loweredmyvoice)Babecanwetalk?

Heheldmyhandandledmeinthehouse,he

closedthedoorandheldmyneckkissingme

thenheputhishandinmypantiesandflicked

mybean...

Me:Weneedt-(hekissedme)weneedtotalk...



Bakang:(lickedhisfingerandputinmypanties

againthistimeslidingitinsideme)Waitokay....

Shh

Hepushedmypantiesdownandrubbedme

moreashekissedmethenhepulleddownhis

boxersandslidhimselfbetweenthethighs....

Me:Babeplease....Thedoorisnotlocked...

Bakang:Kediradiropehela...Relax

Hekissedmeandbegunrammingmythighs

gettingharderwitheverythrust...

Me:Babeweneedtotalk,Wecandothis

tonight...I'llbeallyours,ipromise,I'lldo

whateveryouwant...(hesloweddowngetting

tempted)Anythingyouwant...Justlistentome



becauserightnowineedyourattention.

Hepulleduphisboxersandgavemeasoftkiss

thenwesatdownandiexplainedthewhole

arrangementtohim....

Bakang:(handedmethecarkeys)Alright,I'llbe

alonewhenyougethome,I'llgetridofthese

guys

Me:(kissedhim)thanks...

Iwalkedoutofthehouseandintohiscartheni

droveoff....

AtDudu'smothers.......

Laterintheafternoonidrovethroughthegate



andparkedinfrontofthehouse,Duduwalked

outwithPrincessinherbigpinkcarseatthen

shestrappedherintheback...

Me:Hey..Areyouokay?

Dudu:(sniffed)I'mfine...

Me:IsitokayifihelpyoucarrybagsorshouldI

remaininthecar?

Dudu:Helpme..

Iwalkedinthehouseandgreetedhermother

whowassittingonthecouch...

Me:Dumelang..

Her:Hello

Igrabbedherbigbaganddraggedittothecar



assheloadedmorebags,itwasawkwardandi

couldpickthenegativeenergybetweenthetwo

ofthembutatleasthermotherseemedmore

calmthanmymother.Iwentbackinforanother

bagasshewasputtingmoreinthecar...

Her:Whenyouthetwoarehavingfightsdon't

involveinnocentchildren.

Me:(awkwardly)Emma...(walkingout)Go

siame..

Her:Bye

Iloadeditandjumpedbehindthewheel,she

wentbackinsidetosayhergoodbyesandgotin

thecarthenwedroveoff...

Me:Areyouokay?

Dudu:YeahI'mfine...



Me:WewillhavetopassmyhousesothatIcan

getmyclothesandotherthings.

Dudu:Noproblem...

Me:Don'tworryaboutyourmother,thiswill

pass

Dudu:Ihopeso

Me:I'lltalktomineafterafewdaysnnamama

wabetsagaatshwanelewagago,shecantake

offhershoeandsmackyouwithitntseole

motona.

Dudu:(laughed)Shesoundsscary..

Me:(laughed)Kaphakisiwaclapaemolelo

phakelammadilotsagobalabala...

Dudu:(laughed)Shame...Sorry

Me:(laughed)I'mfinenow....

AtBakang'shouse.....



HewaslayingonthecouchwatchingNatGeo

wildasacarpulledoutside,hereducedthe

volumeandopenedthedoor.....

Dudusteppedoutwiththebabyinhercarseat

andwalkedinside,Bakangmetheratthedoor

andgreetedherwithakissthenhegotthebaby

andturnedbackinside...minuteslaterhe

walkedbacktothecar...

Bakang:Justgetyourhandbags,I'llbring

everything...

Wewalkedinthehouse,hehadputthebabyon

thecouchwhereshewaspeacefullysleeping,

shewasprettyinherbrightclothesandyellow

hairband...



Dudu:Whichroomamitaking,masterroomor

smallone...?

Me:I'mnotsure...(Bakangpassedbyholding

bags)howdoweallocateourselves?

Bakang:Idon'tknownnagakenaroom...It'sup

tobothofyou

Dudu:I'llgetthesmallone...

Me:Ithinkyoushouldgetthebigone,The

baby'scotandcarrierstakeupalotofspace...

Dudu:Okay,thanks

Bakangfinishedunloadingthebagsandsaton

thecouchwiththebabywatchinghisprogram

whilewecleanedandpackedtherooms

together...



Me:Bathongthisbabycotmakesmewantmy

baby

Dudu:(laughed)Butyou'reclose...

Me:Gatwelaborroomistheworstthing?

Dudu:(laughed)OtaboorogaBakang,praying

andpromisingGodthatyou'llneverspreadyour

legsforamanagain...Waatshamekawena.

Skabonababalathelamoditoiletjaanaba

gorogakabothata.

Me:You'rescaringme..

Dudu:Themagicalpartisthatoncethebaby

popsoutthepainisgone,completely...Ke

ipotsagoremodimoodirilejanggonehoo

Me:Ican'twait..Sodoeshavingachildwitha

manmakeyoulovehimmore?

Dudu:Itdoes,formelegale...Icanjustsmile

lookingatmybabyandgowowBakango

nteretsengwanaomonte...You'regoingtolove



Bakangmoreoncethebabyishereotaabona

gapeekareonnamaturenyana,whenaman

doescertainthingsyoucaneasilyignorethem

comparedtogaosenangwana.

Me:Okay...

Wefinishedfixingherroomandheadedtomine

whereitookoutmybeddingandweworkedon

itchatting...

Dudu:DidBakangeatanything?

Me:Idoubthehadanythingproper,hemustbe

hungry.

Dudu:I'llmakedinnerassoonaswearedone

here...

Me:YoucangorightaheadandstartI'llgetthe

tubreadyforhimassoonasI'mdonehere...

Nnakethapilekogamekgantele



Dudu:Leronarethapilejustbeforecoming

here...Kamosogaatheogeleakere?

Me:Ifhedoeshewillbewearingcasualclothes,

gaarateformalkaweekend

Dudu:Iknow,iusedtoforcehimtowearformal

weartochurchithelaesegorewaaratatota...

Takeyegoapaamma

Me:Shap..

ShepassedbythelivingroomwhereBakang

wasrelaxingonthecouchwiththebabylaying

peacefullyonhischestasheheldtheremote

watchingtv...Shewalkedoverandkissedhim

onthelips,heheldherneckandpulledherover

foranotherkissthenshewalkedtothekitchen

andstartedcooking....

MeanwhileIfinishedmyroomandgotthetub



readytheniwalkedoverandsatnexttohim,he

lookedcutewiththebabyonhischest........

Me:(Itouchedhisbeard)Agothapa,metsia

ready...

Bakang:Thanks...Thisgirlisalwayssleeping

Me:Sheislayingondaddy'schest,sheshould

fallasleep...

Helaidherinthecribandheadedtothe

bathroomwhileijoinedDuduinthekitchen....

Me:OhmyGod,thissmellssogood...

Dudu:(shegotthesoupwithaspoonand

broughttomymouth)tastethesalt,nnakana

kebadmogolokengletswai

Me:(iblewthesouptocoolitandtasted)Mme



esiame...Ilikeit

Dudu:Oilegothapa?

Me:(takingouttheplates)Mmh..Memeleene

orobetse...

Dudu:Okay...Skaemalebakawenaotogaore

wela

Me:(laughed)I'mgood,I'llgowhenIfeeldizzy...

Welaterplacedthefoodonthetableandhad

dinnerthenwelaterwatchedtvlayingoneach

otherofhisshoulders,thefirstnightwasgreat...

JustlayingonhissidefacingDuduwascrazy

enough....Sweetmadness...

ThebabystartedcomplainingthenDudukissed

himandwalkedaway....



Dudu:Goodnight

Me:Goodnight

Bakang:Loveyou

Dudu:Loveyoumore...

Shewalkedawayandclosedthedoorthenhe

increasedthevolumeandkissedmeputtinghis

handinmypanties...

Me:(whisperedpullingoutmypanties)What

areyoudoing?

Bakang:Don'tpush.....

Iletgothenhepulledoutmypantiesand

kissedme,hegrabbedthemandledmetomy

roomwhereheclosedthedoorandkissedme,

helaidmedownandlaidbehindmeliftingmy



buttthenheslidinasImoanedsoftly,he

coveredmymouthandbeganthrusting

gently..........(9t)

Likeforaweekendbonus.Muchlove
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AtDudu'sroom....

Meanwhileasshewaslayingonherside

breastfeedingherbabyshethoughtsheheard

noises,shefrownedlisteningcarefully...The

noisesgotmoreaudible,sheswallowed

tearfullyandlookedatherdaughterasshe



innocentlyslept.Shepulledouthernippleand

coveredherdaughterwithasheetthenshe

turnedaroundfacedthewalltryingtosleep....

Thesoftnoisesgotintenseandshecouldhear

himgrunting,sherubbedthetearsoffhereyes

asherbeangotmoresensitive,shecrossedher

legsandsighed...Minuteslatertherewere

gigglesandfootstepstothebathroom...The

smelloffoambathreachedherasdidthe

gigglesandhisdeepvoiceashechattedand

laughed...

Awhilelaterthetelevisionwentonandshe

couldtellsomethingwasbeingfriedinthe

kitchen...Sheturnedaroundandfacedher

daughterholdingherhandandkissedhertiny

fingersthensheleanedoverandkissedher

forehead...



Dudu:Princessiloveyou...Iwilldoanythingfor

youmyangel,you'regoingtobedaddy'sgirl.

Godisgoingtogivemestrengthtogiveyoua

stablefamily...Hewillgivemethestrengthto

acceptthingsican'tchangeandlivewithwhatI

canget.....

Shetalkedtoherdaughteruntilsheforgotwhat

haddisturbedfromsleepingthenshedozed

off......

AtDiamondLuxuries....

Thenextmorningthestuffquantumstoppedin

theparkinglot,Maduoandhercolleagues

steppedoutandmadetheirwayinthe

receptionasshequietlywalkedbehind



everyonewithheadsetsinherearsasusual....

Themanagerwalkeddownstairsplayingwitha

penandplayfullyslappedtheheadsetsoffher

ears,sheturnedaroundandsmiledbriefly....

Manager:Headsetsinyourearsallthetime...

Maduo:(smiled)Goodmorningsir

Manager:Themmanneotsamayajaakamotho

atshela...

Maduo:(laughed)KeatshelaMrT

Manager:(laughed)Okareontšanyanae

kolobile...

Hewalkedawaythenshelaughedandtookher

seatbehindthereceptiondeskasAbalengand

hiscolleagueswalkedin....



Maduo:WelcometoDiamondLuxeriesmayibe

ofhelp?

Abaleng:Ididn'trecogniseyou,youlostso

muchweight.wareng?

Maduo:Gakeresepe,nkagothusa?

Abaleng:Weareheretoattendaworkshop,

whereisitheld?

Maduo:Um...Ourconferenceroomisthisside,

justgostraight...

Abaleng:Thanks

Hiscolleagueswalkedinfrontofhimashe

checkedhiswatchthenhebumpedintothe

managerandsmiledrecognisinghim,the

managersmiledbackrecognisinghimandthey

shookhands....



Manager:Abalengright?

Abaleng:(smiled)That'sme...Ididn'tgetyour

name

Manager:It'sTrevor,howareyou?

Abaleng:I'mgood...listenthanksforwhatyou

did,youdidn'thavetodoit...

Trevor:Anytime,justtrynottocrossBakang.

Abaleng:Hecanonlybeatmeunderwater

becauseididn'tgrowuparoundpools,

otherwiseI'mprayingforanotherencounter.He

won'tusemysisterlikethat,ifhecan'tbe

faithfultoherthenheshouldleaveheralone.

Sheistooyoungtobedoingthatpolygamy

nonsense,thatthingisfordesperatewomen.

Trevor:Istilldon'tunderstandhowtheseladies

cametothisdecision,Idon'tknowNaledithat

muchbutsheisyoungandbeautiful,Ididn't

thinkshewouldsettleforthat..



Abaleng:Shedoesn'tknowwhatsheisdoing...

Thisisherfirstrelationship...

Trevor:Really?That'sinteresting...Sheprobably

thinksherfirstboyfriendisgoingtobeher

husband.

Abaleng:(sighedandshookhishand)Anyway

nicemeetingyouTrevor...

Trevor:Nicemeetingyoutoo...(walkedashort

distanceandturnedaround)CanIhaveyour

number?Wecouldwatchagameor

something...Whatdoyoudo?

Abaleng:(gavehimhisbusinesscard)Iaman

electrician..

Trevor:(tookitandgavehimhis)Hereyougo...

Weshouldtalk

Abaleng:Alright

Theywalkedtheirseparatewaysputtingeach



other'scardsinthepockets.....

AtBakang'soffice....

Heslidbackhischairandgrabbedafilethenhe

pushedhimselftothecomputeragainand

openedthefile...hisphonerang...

Bakang:Hello?

Voice:GoodmorningMrTawana...thisLillian

fromMongaandBrothersproperties.

Bakang:Goodmorning...

Voice:WejustreceivedyourletterandI'm

abouttosendyoutheemailresponse

Bakang:Justgivemethefeedback,youcalled...

Voice:Wecurrentlydon'thaveanythree

bedroomhouses,theyhavebeensoldandthe



rentalsarealloccupied.Icalledourother

businesspartnerstheydon'thave

Bakang:Alright,noproblem.Doyouhavea

bachelorpad?

Voice:Yes,wehaveaboutthreebuttheywillbe

availablemonthend,I'llsendtheirpictures

immediatelyafterthiscall

Bakang:Awesome,I'llchooseandpassbyafter

lunchfortheleaseagreementandpayment.

Voice:thankyou.

Hehungupandcontinuedworking,something

crossedhismindandhesmiledthenhe

grabbedhisphoneandleanedbacktexting...

Bakang:"Oskatsenyathata"whosaysshitlike

thisduringsex?You'reatotalturnoffNaledi.A

completevillagegirl.



Helaughedandturnedbacktothecomputer

typingthenhereceivedanothercallandpicked

smilingknowingwhattheresponsewouldbe...

Bakang:(leaningbacksmiling)Yes...?

Dudu:(smiled)Hey...

Bakang:Oh,hey...Howarebabe?

Dudu:I'mgood,youleftyoursnackboxonthe

diningtable,didn'tyouseeit?

Bakang:IsawthatbutIdidn'tthinkitwasmine,

crazy

Dudu:(laughed)Verycrazy,whowoulditbefor?

Bakang:Ihaven'tcarriedalunchboxtowork

eversinceweparted,myassistantbuysme

breakfastlelunchatSpar..

Dudu:Well,that'sabouttochange...youneed



healthymeals.Bannababajangtakeawayke

makgwathe,monnayoonalengmosadioja

homepreparedmeals.

Bakang:I'mfallingforyou...

Dudu:(laughed)Iloveyoutoo

Bakang:Nalediosantsearobetse?

Dudu:Yesandit'salmost10,issheokay?

Bakang:Sheisfine,don'twakeherup...go

weekendakere.Sheisalwayssleepingit's

probablyaboyhormonething...Ihearwomen

carryingboystendtobemoresensitive.

Dudu:Ehe...

Bakang:(sighed)Howismyprincess?

Dudu:Sheishere,ijustfinisheddoingyour

laundryandcleaningthehouse.Koorentseo

aparaengBakang?allyourclothesweredirty.

Bakang:Thecleaningladycalledinsick,she

wasgoingtocleananddolaundryonTuesday.



Dudu:Eheokay...

Bakang:Imadearrangementswiththeproperty

company,Ithinkyou'llgetahousemonthend.

I'llsendyouthepictures.

Dudu:Okay,I'llcallyoulater...

Bakang:Bye

Dudu:Bye

Hehungupandcontinuedworking....

AtBakang'shouse...

Laterthatmorningigotupandmademywayto

thekitchen...Ipausedatthedoor...Itwas

spotlessandthetotaloppositeofhowweleftit

anightbeforewhenwecookedat1am

watchingmovies,itsmelledfresh.



Itookoutthepanandfriedmyselfafewthings

forbreakfastthenmadeanextraburgerwitha

glassofmilkontheside.Asigrabbedmytrayi

caughtsightofsomethingoutsidethekitchen

window,Ipausedandmovedthecurtainsaside

therewasalongqueueofBakang'slaundryon

theline.....wellarrangedfromhist-shirts,shirts,

formalpants,casualandboxershorts,allhis

socksandthesneakerswiththeirshoeslaces

hangingontheline....myJawsdropped,Christ....

Dudu:(walkedin)Goodmorning..

Me:(turned)Morning..

Dudu:Yourbreakfastisthemicrowave...

Me:Oh...I...Didn'tthinkyoucookedbecauseall

thepotswereclean,imademyselfbreakfast

already...



Dudu:It'sokay...

Iwalkedoutthenshegotthepanandspoonsi

wasusingandcleanedthemthenwipedthe

counter.

Isatonthecouchandstartedeating,the

televisionandfurniturehadbeenpolishedand

thetilewasshining,everythingwasjusttoo

cleanitevenmademeuncomfortable.....

Dudu:(satnexttome)Howdidyousleeplast

night?

Me:Isleptgood,Whataboutyou?Whereis

Princess?

Dudu:Shewenttosleepagain...

Me:Whattimedoyouwakeup?



Dudu:6

Me:Iyoonnaketsogaka11hagoleweekend

jaana,totaibileketsosiwaketalabutBakang

usuallymakesmebreakfastbeforeleavingso

gakehetsagojakearobalagape.

Dudu:Bakangoitsegoapaa?

Me:Yes...(laughed)Malobakehaatagilwe

whenigothomehewantedtocookbutiasked

himtosit,Ididn'twantburnedfood.Hewas

wasted...

Dudu:Mmegotaarenneotsogaearlierthan

that,11isjusttoolateforhomechores...and

youleftthekitcheneleamesslastnight,why

didn'tyouclean?

Me:Itwaslike1am,iknewIwouldcleanwheni

getup

Dudu:Ka12?

Me:YesItdoesn'tmatterwhattimeigetup,i



knewIwouldclean

Dudu:SoBakanggaatheogelagankeo

mmakanyetsaphakela?

Me:It'saweekendandevenifitwasn'this

clothesareusuallyironedandinthewardrobe,

hecandresshimself.WhyshouldIbethere?

Ourusualarrangementgakeletsekwanoke

goreBakanggetsupearly,takesabathand

dressesupthenhemakesbreakfastandeatif

hewishesheleavesmineontheheadboard.

Dudu:Elegorewenaoberekaeng?

Me:ShehnaarereaomanaDudu?Idon't

understand

Dudu:I'mnotgoingtodoallthechoresalone

Me:Wenaokubugelaengkagoregagona

molaoorengntuecliniwamakuku?Nnamma

gakenagokgona,keraahaelegorenextweek

otaarekedirewasheneekanakana,thereisa

reasonhehasaweeklycleaner.



Dudu:With2womeninthehouseheshould

continuehavingacleaner?

Me:Eeakerekehoogocliniwamakuku,nna

nkasekgonemothowaModimo...Bakango

ntaditsentenkasekubugegape...

Dudu:Andyouwerescreamingtooloudlast

night...

Me:Screaming?YoumakeitsoundI'mabitch,i

don'tscream

Dudu:Wellyouweremoaningtooloud,you're

notsupposedtoletmehearthat.Kemotsetsi....

Me:Great,nowican'tenjoysexbecauseyou're

nothavingsex...(stoodupholdingmytray)O

bueleBakangaboutthat,hecontrolsmy

volumeandiwasn'tscreaming.Idon'tscream,

gakepornstarnna.

Dudu:(followedme)whyareyouwalkingaway?

Me:Becauseijustgotupandyou'realreadyon



mylastnerveDudu

Iwalkedinmyroomandclosedthedoortheni

satonthebedandatemybreakfastpressing

myphone....

Bakang:"Oskatsenyathata"whosaysshitlike

thisduringsex?You'reatotalturnoffNaledi.A

completevillagegirl

Me:LolIdidn'tsaythat

Bakang:Goodmorning,howareyou?

Me:I'mgood...You?

Bakang:Great.

Me:Duduisonmycaseaboutgettinguplate

andidon'tlikethatbecauseI'mpregnantand

sheisnot.

Bakang:I'lltalktoher,don'tworryaboutit



Me:Shejustspoiltmybreakfast,sheevensays

iwasscreamingduringsexasifI'mapornstar.

Bakang:Takebueleene,haveyourbreakfast.

I'llseeyouatlunch.

Me:Iloveyou

Bakang:Iloveyoutoo,don'tstressokay?

Me:Okay...

AtBakang'soffice.....

Heleanedbacksighinganddialedhernumber...

Dudu:Hey..

Bakang:Dudugakebatedramamontung,

gatwegoiragalaeng?

Dudu:(laughedindisbelief)Shetoldyou?



Bakang:Idon'twantdramainthehouse,give

hersomespace..Sheispregnant...Youofall

peopleshouldunderstandthat.

Dudu:I'msorry...

Bakang:Trynottoapologiseagain,andthesex

complaintissomethingwehavenocontrolover,

weallknewthismighthappen.It'satwo

bedroomhouse,waytoosmallsonothingwill

gounnoticedorunheard.It'ssomethingyou

gonnahavetogetusedto.

Dudu:You'rerightbabe,I'msorry...Idon'tknow

whatiwasthinking.I'lltalktoher

Bakang:Ihopeyouarenotgoingtoarguewith

her,idon'twanttomediatecatfights

Dudu:Therewon'tbecatfights,getbackto

work,I'lldealwithit.Iloveyou

Bakang:Iloveyoutoo...



Hehungandsighed...

Atmyroom...

MinuteslaterDuduknockedandwalkedinasi

waspressingmyphone..

Dudu:(smiled)Hey...Canwetalk?

Me:(puttheplateontheheadboard)Yeah..

Dudu:(satonthebed)I'msorryforoverreacting,

you'repregnant...Ishouldunderstand.Peace?

Me:(smiled)yes,don'tworryaboutit...

Dudu:Let'strytofollowouragreement,Ifeel

likeyouinvolvedBakangtooearly...hedidn't

soundhappybutithoughtwewerejusttalking.

Me:Ifeltlikeyouwereattackingme.

Dudu:I'msorry..



Me:It'sokay..

Dudu:(spreadherarms)sisters?

Me:(huggedher)Sisters

Wehuggedforawhilethenshegrabbedthe

trayandwalkedoutclosingthedoor..

Bakang:(text)Youcancomekeepmecompany

intheoffice,it'saweekend.I'malone.

Me:I'mcoming..

Igotreadyandwalkedtothekitchenwhere

Duduwasgettingreadytocooklunch...

Me:I'mcoming...

Dudu:Okay.



Iwalkedoutandclosedthedoor..............

[09/24,19:15]Ron:Co-wife

#18

AtBakang'shouse....

Dududroppedafewsaltgrainsinthewaterand

stirredthewaterwithherhandthenshesatin

thebathandsighedinreliefclosinghereyesas

shesoakedherpunaniinthelukewarmwater.....

Hermothercalledandsheopenedhereyes

reachingforitabovethesink...

Dudu:Hello?

Her:Hibaby,howareyou?

Dudu:(smiledconsoledbythetoneofhervoice)



I'mfine...

Her:Howisthebaby?

Dudu:Sheisokay...

Her:Imissyoutwo,iwasusedtohaving

someonetotalktonowI'mallalone.Didyou

bath?

Dudu:Yes

Her:DidNaledihelpyouwithsomethingtoeat?

Dudu:Yes,shemademesoftporridgeforme.I

wasjusteatingwhenyoucalled

Her:Sowhowashesthebaby'sthingsbetween

youtwo?

Dudu:Shedoesmostofthework

Her:Whatdoyoumeanmostofthework?

You'renotsupposedtoworkDudu,neesegore

larelagobaanamatsetsekakoone?

Dudu:ShedoesalotMama,imeantthat...



Unlikewithyouwhenididn'tdoanythingherei

situpandfoldthebaby'ssheetsandI'mthe

onebathingthebaby.

Her:Okay,bathingthebabyisnotaproblemi

wasgoingtoletyoustartbathingthebabyina

fewweeksanyway.Don'tforgetyour

appointmentwiththemidwife,it'svery

important.

Dudu:OhmyGod,ialmostforgot..Kantego

dirwaenggonekwa?

Her:They'regoingtocheckifyou'reokaydown

there,weatheryouhealedprobablyandthings

likethat,you'llalsogettochoosewhichmethod

ofcontraceptionyou'llbeusing.

Dudu:Okay,iwon'tforget...soiftheygiveme

preventiondoesthatmeanonecanhavesex

aftersixweeks?

Her:Accordingtothemyesbutofcourseyour

bodywouldn'tbereallyready...Inourculture



theshortesttimeisthreemonthsbecausea

womanhoodmustgobacktoitsstate,giveit

timetoshrink..Andihopeyou'redoingthe

vaginalexercisesitoldyouabout.

Dudu:I'mdoingthem...

Her:Eedothemasmanytimesasyoucan,

you'llbeverytightwhenyoumeetBakangandi

knowitwillbetemptingnowthatyouare

stayingtogetherbutdon'tmakethemistakeof

lettinghimbetweenyourlegstooearly,men

cansensethesethings,hewilltellthe

differenceandthat'swhenhewillloseinterest

inyourwomanhoodforever...Otaabonaarata

thatagolalakogoNaledihaokabewamo

lekedisasantseiseoboelekommelewagago

wagale,ifyoudon'tbelievemeonthisone

you'llremembermewhenit'stoolatebecause

maybeNaledilistenstothetipshermother

givesheraboutthesesensitiveissues.

Dudu:I'llneverlethimtouchmeuntilthree



monthsawela,I'mcountingusingPrincess

birthday.

Her:Don'tyouwanttocomebackhome?(she

keptquiet)Ihavehadtimetorethinkthisandi

thinkioverreacted.Ishouldhavejustadvised

youaboutthedangersofsharingamanthen

leavethefinaldecisiontoyou.

Dudu:(crying)IlovehimMama,ifeellikeifi

leavehewillbondwithNaledimore,healready

lovesheralot,whatwillibe?

Her:Butifhelovesherthatmuchisitworthit

mygirl?(shecontinuedcrying)Takolapeng

retegobuwa...Iunderstandifyoulovehim,i

havelovedamanbeforeiknowexactlywhat

youmean.Youknowiwasawreckwhenyour

fatherdied,ifitwasn'tforyouiwouldhave

committedsuicide.

Dudu:Iwanttobealonewithhimwhenshe

goesbackforbotsetsi,hemightthinkstraight



withjustthetwoofus.

Her:Won'tshebestayingthere?

Dudu:Shesaidsomethinglikeshewantsto

apologisetohermothersoshecanhelpher

withthebaby,thewayshetalksabouther

mothershesoundslikeanicewoman,shewill

forgiveherandwelcomeherhomeforatleast

threemonthsifnotmoredependingonhow

theydothings.That'stheonlytimeI'llhavemy

familyunderoneroofwithouther,it'sreally

important...Andthat'swhenhewilltouchme

forthefirsttimetoo,iwanttomakeitreally

specialforhimandremindhimofus,I'm

excitedaboutthat....ihaven'tbeenunderthe

sameblanketwithhimsinceiwasthree

monthspregnant.It'salmostayear...

Her:(sighed)Okay...Idon'tagreewithyour

decisionsbutI'llacceptthembecausethereis

nothingicando...You'reanadultanywaysoI

hopeyou'llbehappyduringthattime.Keep



applyingthatoiltoreducestretchmarksand

don'teverforgettowearyourtummybelt,you

shouldtakeawayhisbreathwhenheseesyou

again...

Dudu:(laughedrubbingtearsoffhereyes)I

prayido..

Her:Youwill,you'rebeautifulinand

outside...anymanwillbeluckytohaveyou.

Dudu:Thanksmama

Her:Bye

Shehungandsighedsmiling...

Atthemall....

Laterthatafternoonwewalkedoutofthe

restaurantasBakangheldmyhand…



Me:Canwepassbythatshop?Iwanttoshow

yousomething....

Bakang:(checkedhistime)Okay.

Wewalkedinthebabyshopandwalkedpassed

differentbabycots...Thereitwas,bigand

spaciouswithmattressinside...bluewithboy

cartoonsandamosquitonet....Ismiledand

caresseditslowly....

Bakang:It'sbeautiful...

Hewalkedbehindmeandputhisarmsaround

merubbingmybumpthenheleanedoverand

slowlykissedmyneckashisbeardtickledmea

bit,itiltedmyheadshylyasashopassistant

walkedover...



Bakang:Doyouwantit?

Me:Yes...It'sbeautiful

Bakang:(kissedmycheek)You'regettingit...

Shopassistant:Hello,mayihelpyou?

Bakang:Weneedthiscot..

Shopassistant:Comethisside...

Wefollowedherandacarseatcaughtmy

attention...

Me:Iwantacarseataswell..

Bakang:Babeareshoppingnow?

Me:(whining)Butweareherealready,comeon..

Pleeeeease...

Bakang:Tellhertobringit



Me:(heldhishand)You'resuchacarebear

Ipickedafewthingswalkingaroundwiththe

shopassistantashestoodatthetilltakingout

hiswallet,hehandedoverhiscardandtookout

hisphonetypingamessage....

Bakang:BabeI'mhungry...

Dudu:Ipreparedthebestmealeverbutiwon't

tellyouwhatitis.

Bakang:Isitfriedchickenwiththatfunnyspice

mixturethingyouusedtodo?

Dudu:Nottellingyou

Bakang:Won'tbringyouapresentifyoudon't

tellme

Dudu:Nope,stillnottellingyou

Bakang:please



Dudu:Andyou'regettingthistonightaswell..

Shesentaclip,heclickedonthevideo,agirl

wasgivingablowjob..Shemoanedtooloud,

Bakanglookedaroundhimthenhereducedthe

volumeandwatcheditinsilence...He

swallowedwatchingtheguy'sdickbeing

sucked...Thegirlliftedthedickandputhisballs

inhermouth...

Bakang:(swallowed)Shit...

Helookedaroundanddialedhernumber

movingtothebackoftheshop...

Dudu:Hello?

Bakang:(laughed)Duduwee?



Dudu:(smiled)Rra?

Bakang:oiraeng?

Dudu:(laughed)Gakereng?

Bakang:kanaontshwarisitsenopamo

shopongwaitse?

Dudu:(laughed)Showme...

Hehungupandlookedaroundthenhetooka

pictureofthetentonhispantsandsenther..

Shereceivedthepictureandlaughedlaying

nexttothebabythenshecalledhim...

Bakang:Wabonagoreodiradilodisele?

Dudu:Aoshemsorrypapaautwa?Ifyoucome

homeearlyI'lltakecareofthat...

Bakang:I'mcoming.Iloveyou

Dudu:Iloveyoutoo..



Hehungupandwalkedaroundtheshopwith

hishandsinthepocketsforawhilethenhe

approachedthetill....

Me:Hey,wehavebeenwaiting...

Bakang:(enteredhispin)Sorry..(kissedmy

neckandputhisarmaroundmywaist)How

muchisallthese?

Me:Idon'tknow,iwasn'tlookingattheprices..

Istherealimit?

Bakang:Noitsokay.....

AtAbaleng'shouse....

Reneilwewalkedinashewastakingoffhis

clothes....henoticedhermoodwasdownas



sheslowlyputherhandbagonthebedand

threwherselfonthebed....

Abaleng:Youokay?

Reneilwe:ImissNaledi,IfeelsoguiltythatI

causedalotofdrama.I'mtheevildaughterin

law,ican'tbelieveyourmothersentherpacking.

Abaleng:Youknowmymotherlikes

overreacting,shewillbefineafterafewweeks

Reneilwe:ButIwishIcouldbethereforNaledi,i

don'tthinksharingamanwillbeeasy,she

mightneedafriend.

Abaleng:Givehertoughlove,lethergetburned

first,she'llcomearound.

Reneilwe:No,ican'tdothat...Shewastherefor

mewhenIneededherthemostandsheis

pregnant,herhormonesareprobablydrivingher

crazy.(sighed)ImissMaduoaswell,imissmy



friends...Wearenotusedtohavingsomany

monthspassbywithoutseeingeachother.

Abaleng:Isawhertoday,shelostalotof

weightandshewasn'therself,akereoratago

phaphaatshegelakogodimo,todayshewas

reserved

Renei:Ao?

Abaleng:Yeah,shedidn'tseemokay,gakeitse

legaleakerebasadileratagoipopamisalerele

nnaslendermaybeshejustdecidedtoshed

thatfineass

Renei:Fineass?

Abaleng:Youknowwhatimean

Renei:Pleasedon'tcomplimentmyfriends,

exceptNaledibecausesheisyoursister

Abaleng:(laughed)Areyoujealous?That's

cute...

Renei:I'mnotjealous



Abaleng:Ialsowantanothergirlfriend

Renei:(laughed)Don'ttrythatonme,I'llpoison

yourgirlfriendijaa

Abaleng:(laughed)You'reselfish...Caringis

sharing

Renei:(walkedawaypressingherphone)Idon't

carethat'sthething..

ShedialedMaduo'snumberandlaidonthe

couch....

Maduo:Hello?

Renei:Hey...Howareyou?

Maduo:I'mfine,howareyou?

Renei:Good..Whencanwemeetnemma?I

missyou

Maduo:AreyoucomingwithNaledi?



Renei:Ihaven'tcalledheryet,isthereaproblem?

Maduo:NaledisaysI'musingheranddrawing

herbackinlife,shesaidalotsoI'mtryingto

avoidherandlivemylife.

Renei:Whatwereyoutwotalkingabout?

Maduo:It'salongstory...

Renei:Whydon'tyouvisitmesowecantalk?Or

shouldIvisityou?

Maduo:I'mknockingoffat5,I'llcallyouwhenI

gethome.

Renei:Seeyoulater

Maduo:Bye

Shehungup,Abalengbentoverandkissedher

thenheslidoverthecouchandlaidontopof

herunzippinghispants.....



AtBakang'shouse....

Laterthatafternoonheparkedthecarand

steppedoutasiwascollectingmythingsfrom

thebackseat,hisphonereceivedamessage

andilookedatthescreen,itwasfromDudu.He

walkedinthehousecarryingthebaby'sthings

theniclickedonhisphonehopinghedidn't

haveapassword,themessageopenedtheni

lookedaroundandreadtheirconversations...

Me:(sighed)Mxm...

Igotoutofthecarandwalkedinonhimkissing

herstandingnexttothebabycot....

Me:Ithoughtyou'llputitinmyroom...

Bakang:I'mgoingto...



Dudu:HiNaledi,thereisfoodintheoven

Me:Weateattherestaurant...

Dudu:Babeithoughtyousaidyouwerehungry

Bakang:Yeah,I'mhungry...Warmthemupke

eta

Dudu:(walkingaway)Kanannakeitseosa

kgoredijotsadirestaurant...

Bakangfollowedmetothebedroomandput

thecotinthebedroom,hebroughtmoreofthe

baby'sthingsandtheroomhadnospaceleft...I

satonthebedforafewminutesandwalked

out,hewassittingatthediningtablesharing

hisfoodwithher....

Me:Duduineedthebiggerbedroom,thatoneis

almostfull.

Dudu:Lennaineedit,thereasonyougaveitto



meisbecauseyousawitfittouseit...

Me:Butnowineedit

Dudu:Yourbabyisn'there,youcanpilethemup

butmineareinusebecausePrincessisusing

them..

Bakang:(tome)Sheisrightbabeyoudon't

needitasmuchasshedoes.I'llpilethose

thingsandcreatespacewhenI'mdoneeating.

Isighedandsatonthecouchchangingthe

channels,theycontinuedeatingandchatting

withlowvoices,shegiggledashelaughed

leaningback...

Bakang:(smiledatherandthrewtheforkinthe

plate)Duduwee?

Dudu:(giggledandsaidsomethinginaudible)

Hahaha



Bakang:(gentlypinchedhercheek)Oatsenwa...

Irolledmyeyesandcontinuedwatchingtv,as

soonashewasdone,Shegottheplateand

wenttothekitchen....

Bakang:(lookedaround)Wowthehouseisvery

clean...Babepleasedon'tstart,wenakanayou

neverstopcleaning.You'renotsupposedto

overworkyourself..

Dudu:(washingtheplate)Ican'tstayindirt,kea

palelwa.Ntaikgogahela...

Bakang:Weneedamaid,kanaibileomotsetsi.

Mustrebatemothoagothuse

Dudu:No,I'mfine....

Bakang:Iknowyou,onceyoustartcleaningyou

don'tstop,youhaveuntiltomorrowtofinda

maid,ifyoudon'tI'llfindonemyself...(smiled)A



sexyone...Withabigassandbigboops...

Theylaughedlookingatmeexpectingmeto

finditfunnyandjoininlaughing,igrinnedand

turnedtotheTV.Thehousewassomehow

boringandicouldn'ttakemuchmoreoftheir

boringjokes.....

Me:(gotthecarkeys)I'mgoingtomymother's

house,ihavetotalktoher

Bakang:(laughingwithher)Alright,drive

safely....

Iwalkedoutandsatinthecarforafewminutes

tryingnottocry,Ididn'tknowwhatshewas

planningbutiknewshewasplanning

somethinganditwasworking,it'slikehejust

forgotaboutmetheminutehegothome.I



sighedanddroveoff...

MeanwhileBakangstoodbythewindow

watchingthecarthenhesmiledandwalked

overtoDuduwhowasdoingthedishes,he

kissedherneckandunzippedhispants...

Bakang:Whyareyoudoingthistome?

Dudu:(smiled)Doingwhat?

Bakang:You'reallicouldthinkabout....

Heturnedheraroundandkissedher,she

caressedhischestandslowlygotonherknees

takingouthisblackpipe....

InBakang'scar....



Meanwhileasijoinedtheroad,iremembered

herseductivemessages,myeyestearedupand

icouldbarelyseetheroad,iblinkedand

droppedthetearsthenimadeaU-turn....

Iparkedthecaradistancefromthehouseso

theywouldn'thearmethenIhurriedinside,i

walkedbehindhimasheheldherheadgrunting

enjoyinghermouth,Igrabbedhisarmand

pulledhimback...

Bakang:(quicklypulleduphispants)Shit...

Dudu:(stillonherknees)Whatdoyouwant

Naledi?Youhadyourchanceit'smyturn...

Me:Thereareno,turns.I'mdonewiththis...

Thisjokeisover....packyourthingsandgoback.

Ican'tdothis....

Dudu:(stooduprubbinghermouth)Itdoesn't



worklikethat..Leaveifyoucan'ttakethis,I'm

notleaving.Youhadyourchanceyesterday,he

isminetoday...

Bakang:(leanedagainstthecounterrecovering

fromhisintensemoment)Shiiit!(grabbedahalf

glassofwateranddrunkallofit)Nalediyou

don'tjustreversethings,youcan'tjustchange

yourmind...weinvestedourfeelingsintothis

idea.....

Me:Whatareyousaying?Lookatmeandtell

me....Iwantheroutofhere,thiswasouridea

andyouwerenotpartofit.Idon'twantherin

ourrelationship,thisjokeisover....You'llhaveto

chooseifyouhaveaproblemwithwhatisaid.

Heturnedaroundandfacedus,Duduleaned

againstthestovestaringathim,ifoldedmy

armswaitingforhisanswer.....

[09/24,19:15]Ron:Co-wife



#19

AtBakang'shouse....

Bakang:Whyareyoubothlookingatme?I'm

notchoosinganything...

HezippedhispantsandpulledouthisT-shirt

walkingoutthenwefollowedhim........

Me:Youcan'thaveitbothways...

Bakang:(turnedaround)Don'teventrytoflip

thescript...I'mnotgettinginvolvedinyour

nonsense.

Me:Whatnonsense?

Bakang:(angrily)I'mnotchoosing

anything,Okay?anddon'tevergivemean



alternative,ever.

Me:Youhavetomakeupyourmind,ican'tdo

this....I'mdoingdoingthisanymore.

Bakang:Yesyoucanandyouwill,Ididn'tcome

upwiththisbullshityoudid,yougotmyhopes

andyou'renotcrushingthem.

Dudu:Butifshecan't-

Bakang:I'mnotnegotiatingwithanyofyou...

Cometothinkofit,ifeelviolatedandused...

Youbothsatandhadadiscussionaboutthis

wholething,neveratpointdidyouinvolveme

andnowthatyourplanisfailingI'msupposed

tocomefortherescue?Hellno,I'mnot

choosinganythingandyou'rebothgoingtostay

inhishouseandplaybyyourhouserules...

Me:I'mnotstayinghere

Bakang:Doyoureallywanttogodownthat

routewithme?



Dudu:(softly)Canyoutwopleasegoarguein

yourroom,thebabyissleepingandineedto

rest.

Shegotinherroomandclosedthedoor,

Bakanggrabbedmyarmanddraggedmeinmy

roomthenheclosedthedoorandsatmeonthe

bed...Tearsfilledmyeyesandcoveredmyface

crying,hestoodbythewindowholdinghis

waistwithhist-shirthangingonhisshoulder....

Bakang:Stopcrying....(istoppedcryingbutthe

sniffingcouldn'tstop)You'renotabouttomake

methebadguyhere,youcameupwiththisshit

youhavetokeepitgoing.

Me:Ifyoucan'tchoose,I'llchooseforyou.I'm

notgoingtoshareyou...

Bakang:(turnedaroundandfacedme)You're

beingchildishrightnow,wespentanight



togetherandnowthatihavetobewithDudu

you'rethrowingatantrum?

Me:(rubbedmyeyes)Ididn'tknowitwouldhurt

thismuch,ican'tdothis...Ididn'tevenknow

youweregoingtospendanightinherroom

becausesheisnursing,sheshouldn'tbehaving

sexforChristsake

Bakang:Thereisabigdifferencebetweenher

givingmeaheadandmepenetratingher...We

weren'thavingsex,butjustbecausewearenot

havingsexdoesn'tmeanican'tspendtimewith

her,I'llstillsleepinherroom.Ifwearenot

havingsexwe'llfindawayaroundit...Wewill

makeitworksomehow,God!Naledi....Whyare

weevendiscussingthis?

Me:Justtellhertoleave...Idon'twanther

anymore.Nnatotanekesaitsegoregotaanna

thatayaana,thingsseemedeasierwhenwe

discussedthem.Nalediisnowactinglikesheis

mymother,tellingmewhenishoulddochores



aroundthehouse...sheisactingliketheperfect

wifemakingmelooklazyinfrontofyou...

Bakang:(sighedandwalkedover)Babe...

(squattedinfrontofmeandrubbedmybump

lookingatme)Listen...(sighed)Youmightnot

understandthisbuttrytounderstandit.Since

thedayiwasbornorshouldIsayforaslongas

Icanremember...Mylaundryandlunchwas

donebyamaid,ihavenevertastedmymother's

meals.Mymotherdidn'tdomucharoundthe

house,wehadamaidbutihavenevernotonce

heardmyfatherdegradeherforthat.That's

whyineverexpectmygirlfriendtodolaundry,

breakherbackcleaninganddoingallthese

work,ihavenoproblemgettingthatfroma

maid,that'salliknewmywholelifeandihave

noproblemwithit.AllIneedfromawomanis

herlove,respectandloyalty.Ifigotagirlfriend

thatcookslikeDuduthat'scoolI'mfinebutit

doesn'tmakemelovehermoreorless,idon't



careaboutthat.That'showIgrewup,stop

tryingtocompetewithher,Duduisneatfreak,

shehastowelsthatarenotusedbecausethey

arefordecoration,shehasallsortsofrules

aboutthehouse,that'sherandI'mfinewiththat

butyou?You'redifferent...You'resimple...You

washthedishestwiceinadayandthat's

normaltomebutDududoesn'twanttofind

anythingdirtyinthesink,it'salittletoomuch

butthat'sher...Ithoughtyouguyswerefriends,

what'sgoingon?Whereisallthesecoming

from?

Me:I'mnotreadytoseeyoulovingheror

havingsexwithher,I'msorry.Idon'tthinkican

dothis....tellhertogo

Bakang:Gowhereexactly?Shecan'tleave...

Me:Fine,(grabbedmybag)I'llgobacktomy

houseifshedoesn'thaveelsewheretogo,it's

over.(stoodup)Youcanbewithher



Bakang:(stoodupandgrabbedmywrist)Sit

down....

Me:(turnedaround)I'mgoingtomyhouse,I'm

goingtoworktomorrow.Idon'tneedthiskind

ofdrama.

Bakang:(angrily)Isaidsitdown!

Me:NO

Iwalkedawayandopenedthedoorthenhe

slammedthedoorandturnedmearound

grabbingmynecktightly....

Bakang:OskalekagonthokelamaitseoNaledi

autwa..?Youdon'twanttoseethatsideof

me....(staringinmyeyesfurious)don'tmake

medothis...(iraisedmyeyebrowswithadare

look)Don'tgivemethatlook...Otogaothabiwa

kedithoo...



Igotthechillsjustlookinginhiseyesand

quicklychangedmyattitude,heletgoofme

thenIsatonthebed.

Bakang:(openedthedoorandlookedatme)

Andichangedmymind,you'llseeyourmother

tomorrownotnowlookingthewayyoudo.Go

takeshowerandgetsomesleep....I'llcheckon

youatnightwhenIgotothetoiletorsomething.

Me:(slowlytookoffmydress)Okay...

Bakang:Okaywhat?

Me:Okaybabe,I'lltakeashower

Helookedatmeonelasttimeandclosedthe

door...



AtDudu'sroom...

Heopenedthedoorandstaredatherasshe

wassittingonthebedwaitingforhim...

Bakang:Idon'tknowwhatyoutwoarefighting

aboutbutineedthedramatostop,it's

annoyinganditputsmeinanawkwardposition.

Dudu:I'msorry...

Bakang:Gotakeabathwithher

Dudu:(frowned)What?

Bakang:Gotakeashowerwithher,youboth

can'thandleyourargumentsoiusemy

way...takeyourclothesoff.

Dudu:Bakang?

Bakang:Doit...Apola...



Sheslowlytookoffherclothesandwrapped

herselfwithatowelthenshemadeherwayto

thebathroom...MeanwhileIworeashowercap

andgotintheshower,Duduopenedthedoor

andwalkedin,ipausedlookingatherandmet

hisface...

Bakang:Tsenamoteng........

Shehunghertowelandjoinedmeintheshower

asilookedather,hetookoffhispantsand

hungthemthenhewalkedoverlookedatthe

bathroomspace...Itwasenough,hegotinand

turnedthetapstandingbetweenus...……(9t)
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#20and#21

AtBakang'shouse...



WeallquietlytookashowerthenIgrabbedthe

towelandsteppedoutdryingmyself,Icouldtell

Duduwasintentionallydelayingsothatshecan

remainwithhimandigaveherthesatisfaction.

Iwalkedoutandclosedthedoor....

OnceinmyroomIswitchedoffthelightsand

laiddown...Therewasanawkwardsilence,the

waterhadstoppedrunningandnoneofthem

wastalking...Iknewshewasprobablysucking

hisdick...Itossedandturnedforquitesome

timetheniheardhimgruntingassheincreased

hermoaningprobablyboostinghispleasure...

Minuteslatertheystartedtalking,shegiggled

ashelaughed,tearswetthepillowasilaidon

myside.



Isomehowdosedoffsomewhereinbetween

mysorrows...........

AtMaduo'shouse...

OnthesameeveningAbalengdropped

Reneilweatthegateanddroveoff,sheknocked

andwalkedinasMaduowaslyingonthecouch

watchingamovie,theysmiledatoneanother

andhuggedthentheysatdown....

Reneilwe:Youlostalotofweight,what

happened?

Maduo:Uhnothingreally..IguessIwasfat

becauseofdrinking

Reneilwe:No,beergiveswomenabigasaggy

bellybutyouwerejustfine......

Maduo:(laughed)Youhavenevertastedbeerin



yourlife,whatdoyouknow?

Reneilwe:(laughed)Iknowyou...(lookinginher

eyes)andsomethingiswrong,icantell....

Maduo:(sighed)Promisemeyouwon'ttell

anyone...It'sveryconfidential

Reneilwe:Iwon'ttellanyone,ipromise.Trust

me

Maduo:DoyourememberthedayIcalledyou

andyousaidyouwon'tmakeit?IaskedNaledi

becauseireallyneededsomeonewithme,i

knowigetimpulsiveonceI'mdrunkandi

trustedherbecauseshealwayslookedafterme

whenIwasdrunkbutimadeamistakethis

timearound,shewaspregnantandalways

sleepysowhenwegotthereshewantedto

sleepandDitsame'scousingaveheraroom,

afterafewdrinksiforgottowakeherandleft

withsomeguy.WhenIgottohishousehe

wantedtosleepwithmewithoutacondomand



irefusedthenhekickedmeoutat2inthe

morning.Itriedcallingkesenaairtimetheni

waitedforataxikanteDitsameoutsulemadi

ame

Reneilwe:Ditsamekanawautswagore...Mxm

Maduo:ihadtowalkbecauseididn'tfeelsafe

standingthere,fourguyspickedmeup,they

wereniceandall,theypromisedtotakeme

homebuttheotheronesaidhehadtoget

somethingathome.Theyaskedmeifitwas

okayandididn'thavemuchofachoice...We

gotthereandthehousewashuge,itwasabig

house...Theyofferedmeadrinkandiwaitedby

thecouch,theothertwostartedtouching

me...that'swhenirealisedwhatwasreally

happening...Theothertwowalkedoverand

slowlytookoffmyshoes...Eachofthem,my

heartwaspounding....(Reneilwegotteary)the

othertwotouchedmybreasts...

Reneilwe:(rubbinghertears)Didn'tyousayno?



Maduo:(tearfully)Idid...Iwascryinganditried

kickingbuttheytoldmethatalltheywanted

wasmypussy,theirwordnotmine.Theysaidif

iwantedabeatingishoulddisturbthemor

resist,theyeventoldmetheywouldputtheir

handsinsidemeifiwanteditthehardwaysoi

submittedandtheytookturnsonmethewhole

night...(tearfully)Theyallejaculatedinsideme

andiwasflowing,iwasdisgustedwithmyself...

Thenextmorningtheydroppedmeatthegate

anddroveofflikeitwasnothing.Theytoldmeif

ireportedthemtheywouldcomeforme

becauseishowedthemwhereistayandthey

knewme.Igothomeandtriedtocallyouguys

but...

Reneilwe:Irememberthatday,youwerecrying

andithoughtyouweredrunk

Maduo:That'sthesamedayNaleditoldmethat

sheisdonebabysittingme,thatIwasusingher

andthatIwasn'tausefulfriend,shewasright...



Ihavenoproblemwithher,ijustdecidedto

deletehercontactsandstayoutofherlife

becauseI'muselesstoher.

Reneilwe:Thisiswhathappened...Ditsame

alsostolehermoneyandshegothomelate,

sheoverslept...BKwasveryangrywithher

thinkingsheisoneofthesepartygirls...She

musthavebeenfrustratedaboutthat.

Maduo:(sighed)Iunderstandandit'sallmy

fault...

Reneilwe:Butifyoudidn'treportthenitmeans

youdidn'tgettreated,whatiftheygaveyouHIV?

Maduo:Itoldthepoliceadifferentstoryand

gottreatment,I'mfine...Thefirstfewweeks

weretraumatic,icouldseetheirfaceswheni

triedtosleepbutihavebeendoingfine

recently...Icangotosleeplikeeveryone.

Reneilwe:I'msosorryaboutwhathappened...

Maduo:(tearfully)I'llbefine...AtleastI'm



negative

Reneilwe:I'msorryiwasn'tthere...

Theyhuggedforawhile....

Maduo:(smiledandrubbedhertears)Nowi

wanttoseeNaledi,iunderstandwhyshewas

angry...ShelovesBakangandicanimagine

howshefeltlookinglikeapartyanimalwhen

sheisnot...Shemusthavebeendisappointed

Reneilwe:Shewasbutheforgaveher,(sighed)

Thereisanewdevelopment...

Maduo:What?

Reneilwe:NalediissharingBakangwithsome

womancalledDudu,sheisplayingNalediand

sheisfallingforhertricks,sheconvinced

Naledithatmaturewomendon'tfightforaman,

theyshare



Maduo:What?

Reneilwe:Shesweettalkedherintoit

Maduo:ButNaledialwayssaidshewon'tleta

manwalkalloverher,shewasastrongwoman,

whathappened?Isithispocket?

Reneilwe:Anywayitoldherbrotherandyou

knowhowheis,hegotangryandnowNalediis

angrywithmeforsharinghersecret.(smiled)

bythewayI'mgettingmarried...

Maduo:(Smiledandgrabbedherhand)Ididn't

seethis,youwitchwhydidn'tyoutellme!

Wow....Congratulations,canipleasebethe

bestladyplease,please,I'mbegging...

Reneilwe:(laughed)Okay,youcanbethebest

lady....

Maduo:weshouldgoouttomorrowandmeet

Naledi.....



Theyhuggedexcitedly...

AtBakang'shouse...

Thenextmorningigotupearlyasusualand

tookabath,everyonewasasleepandiwasat

peaceforamoment,igotreadyforworkand

madebreakfast...Bakangwalkedbehindmeasi

wasservinghisplateandDudu's,hegavemea

softkissonthenextandsoftlycaressedmy

butt,igotgoosebumpsjustfromhistouches

thenheturnedmearoundandkissedme,He

hadjustbrushedhisteethandicouldsmellthe

pasteinhisbreath,iwasangrywithhimbutmy

bodydisappointedme....

Bakang:Goodmorning....

Me:morning...



Iturnedaroundandcontinueddishing.....

Bakang:Areyoustillangryatme?

Me:Iwanttomoveout...

Bakang:You'renotmovingout,ithoughtimade

itclearlastnight.

Icoveredtheirfoodandwalkedout...

Me:I'mgoingtowork,bye

Bakang:Canihaveakiss?

Me:No,I'llpass

Bakang:(grabbedmyarm)Iwasn'taskingyou...

Iturnedaroundandkissedhim,hetouchedmy



neckandkissedsomemoreholdingmecloser...

Bakang:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo...

Bakang:Getmycar,I'llaskTrevortopickme

Me:(walkingaway)I'lluseataxi...

Bakang:(smile)Youlooksocutewhenyou're

angry...

Me:Mxm

Bakang:Givethetaxidriveratipbecauseyou'll

beusingpublictransportforthelasttimetoday.

Royalheirsdon'tridepublictransport...

Iclosedthedoorandwalkedaway....

AtNando's....



LaterthatafternoonReneilweandMaduotook

theirseatsandmadedrinkorders...

Renei:(tookoutherphone)Sowhoisgoingto

callher?Sheisstillmadatme..

Maduo:(dialed)I'llcallher,sheneverholdsa

grudgeunlessthispregnancyisworkingonher.

Atmyoffice.....

Itookafewspoonsoffoodwhilewatchinga

movieinthecomputer,ihadlongknockedoff

butistuckaroundtheofficewatchingmovies

onlinebecausethehousewasboring.....my

phonerang...



Me:Hello?

Maduo:Hi

Me:(smiled)Hi,longtime...Howareyou?

Maduo:I'mgood,howareyou?

Me:I'mokayiguess..

Maduo:I'mhavingamealatNando's,canyou

joinme?Mytreat

Me:I'llbethereinafewminutes.....

Ihungupandwalkedoutoftheoffice..Asi

walkeddownthestairsIwonderedwhenlasti

hadfeltthebabykicking,itwasunusualforhim

nottomove...ormaybeheplayedwheniwasn't

aware.

AtBakang'shouse....



Dudugothomeandfoundherbreakfast,she

pausedlookingatit,shethoughtfullystaredat

thefoodforsometimeandemptiedtheplatein

thebin.Shewashedtheplateandputitinthe

unit...

Shethencleanedthehouseandsatonthe

couch,shecouldn'ttakebeingtheonlyone

takingcareofthehousethengotup...

Dudu:(knockingonthedoor)Naledi?Naledi?

Therewasnoresponse,shedialedhisnumber

andsatonthecouch....

Bakang:Hello?

Dudu:Hi,canwetalk?



Bakang:Yeah,sure

Dudu:Idon'twanttoseemlikeI'msnitchingbut

reallythetimeNaledigetsupisconcerning,she

isstillsleepingatthistime.Shewasstill

sleepingwhenileftfortheclinic,aftertheclinic

ipassedbymother'shousebutsheisstillinher

room-

Bakang:Sheisatwork,sheleftbeforeyougot

up.

Dudu:Oh-

Bakang:Didyoutryfindingamaid?

Dudu:Notyet

Bakang:ThereasonIwantyoutofindamaidis

becauseNalediisworking,sheleaveshomeat

6amandcomeshomeat5pm....Whenshe

getshomeshewouldbeexhausted,shewon't

workashardasyoudobecauseyoudonothing

allday.Shemostlyusesweekendstorestthat's

whyshegetsuplateonweekends,don'texpect



hertoworklikeyoudo,herweekdaysare

busy,findamaid...i'mtryingtoavoidconflicts.

Dudu:Idonothingallday?homechoresareas

exhaustingas-

Bakang:Youknowwhatimean,shedoesn't

havethecomfortyouhave,understandher

situationandsheispregnant,shehasevery

righttobelazy.HowcomeiunderstandandI'm

aman?Dudukanauntilyouhavespenthours

sittingonthechairstaringatthecomputerall

dayyou'llthinkit'snothing,iknockoff

exhausted,Naledileeneshewillbeexhausted

likemesofindamaidtohelpyouaroundthe

house.

Dudu:(sighed)Okay,I'lldothat.

Bakang:Hey...nnakesimololagoboregakedi

reporteveryhour.

Dudu:Whydoyougetangrywhenitalkabout

her?



Bakang:Dudumaybeweshoulddropthiswhole

thingthen,youcameupwithit.Maybeit'stimei

acceptthatthingsneverworkedoutbetweenus

andnowI'mwithanotherwoman,whoineedto

appreciate,clearlythispolygamythingisn't

working,it'sbeen2daysyetitfeelslike2

years...

Dudu:I'msorr-

Bakang:Idon'tfeelthisanymore,maybeyou

shouldgobackhome,nothingIsworkingout

thewayweexpected.

Dudu:Don'tmakedecisionswhenyouareangry,

I'msorr-

Hehungupandleanedbacksighing

frustratedly......

AtNando's.....



Minuteslaterismiledasiapproachedmy

friendsandsatdown...

Me:(smiled)Hi

Maduo:(huggedme)Hey....(laughed)Thisis

funny,yourbumpissobig...It'sbeenawhile...

Me:Iknow,iwantedtocallyoubutiwasafraid

youmightnotanswerbecauseIwasveryrude

lasttime.

Maduo:Youhadeveryreason...Ifihadan

alcoholicfriendwhousedmeasherbodyguard

Iwouldloseittoo...

Me:Thanksforunderstanding....

Maduo:(sighed)Nowthattheconflicthasbeen

sorted,canwetalkaboutyoutwo?(welooked

atoneanotherandlookedaway)Youhavebeen

friendssincechildhoodpleasetellmeyou're



notgoingtoletsomethingthissmallbreakyour

bond...

Me:Ican'ttrustherwithasecret,don'ttrusther

withanysecretsyou'llregretit....Iloveherbut

Renei'sweaknessisthatshecan'tkeepher

friendssecrets.Ifyoudon'tbelievemeyou'll

givemeahandoneday.

Reneilwe:I'msorryNaledi...I'msorry...

Maduo:Pleaseforgiveher,forme...Thereis

somethingiwanttotellyoubutnotuntilyou

twosortyourselves

Me:(sighed)Imissheranyway,iguessicanlet

itpassbutnexttimeI'llkillher

Renei:(huggedme)Thankyou,therewon'tbe

nexttime....

IleanedbackandlistenedtoMaduowhile

caressingmybumptryingtofeelthebaby's



movement....

Maduo:Iwanttotellyouwhathappenedthat

day,After-

Me:Guyssinceyesterdayihaven'tfeltthebaby

kicking,isn'tababysupposedtoplayeveryday?

Maduo:Idon'tknow

Renei:Heshouldplay,whatifsomethingis

wrong?

Maduo:Areyouinanypain?

Me:Nokeipotsagorekeengadidimetsehela,

itworriesme.Continuemaybehewillplay

later...

Maduo:Anywayso-

Myphonerang...



Me:Hello?

Bakang:Hi,I'msorryforbeingrudelastnight,i

don'tknowwhatiwasthinking...

Me:It'sokay...

Bakang:Iamsoscaredyou'regoingtoleave

mebutican'tloseyou.Don'tmoveout

Me:Ican'tdothisanymore.

Bakang:Thereissomethingiwanttoshow

you...Whereareyou?

Me:Nando's...

Bakang:I'llpickyouinashortwhile,I'm5

minutesaway.

Me:Okay..

Ihungupsmilingandputthephonedown....

Maduo:(smiled)And?



Me:Oratadikgang

Renei:(laughed)Share..

Me:(blushed)Ithinkheisslowlychanginghis

mindaboutpolygamy...

Theyleanedoverandhuggedme..thewaitress

tookourordersthenwerelaxedhavingdrinks....

Me:Whatdidyouwanttotellme?

Maduo:Itcanwait...Soguyslet'stalkabouta

babyshower,Iwanttoorganiseababyshower

foryou,noalcohol...Doihaveyourpermission?

Me:(smiled)Yes...(myphonerangandipicked)

Hello?

Bakang:Comeoutside,lookforanwhiteBMW...

Me:(frowned)Okay...



Minuteslaterthegirlsandiwalkedoutofthe

restaurantandspottedthewhiteBMW,he

steppedoutandiwalkedinhisarms,he

huggedmeandhandedmethekeys....

Bakang:You'redriving...I'mexhausted.

Me:I'mpregnant...

Bakang:Breakthelawjustthisonce...

Renei:Seeyoutomorrow...

Bakang:Youdon'thavetogo,getin....I'llbe

rightbehindyou..(openedthedoorforRenei)

Getin...(shegotinthenheopenedforMaduo)

Comeon...(shegotinthenheclosed)Alright...

(walkedtomysideandkissedme)Drive

safely....I'llseeyouathome.

Me:(awkwardly)o-okay...

Idroveoutoftheparkinglotandjoinedthe



mainroad....

Maduo:Whatistheprinceupto?

Renei:(lookedaround)Whosecarisit?

Me:Mustbeoneofhisfriend's...

Renei'sphonerang....

Renei:Hello?

Bakang:Hey,putmeonloudspeaker..

Renei:Okay...

Bakang:(onloudspeaker)Heybabehow'sthe

car?

Me:It'sokay,why?

Bakang:Idon'tlikethatyouuseataxieveryday

whenyougotowork,you'recarryingtheheir



andheshouldn'tusepublictransport.Untilheis

18yearsoldandabletodrivehimselfyou'llbe

drivinghimwiththatca-

Me:(screamedholdingthesteeringwheel)

Whaaaaaaaat?!

Maduo:(snappedfingers)Chooos,ntannake

bonalift

Renei:(laughed)Wow,soacarcanbeagiftjust

likethat..

Me:(excitedly)Whenyouarecarryinga

heir...hellyeah!!!

Weallscreamedloudlyheevenhung

up....................(9t)
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#22

AtBakang'shouse....

Idrovethroughthegateastheladiesandi

talkedloudly,iftherewasanydoubtinmethat

hedidn'tlovemeitwaswipedoutbythecar

andnoiwasn'tleavingmyman...

Maduo:(rolleddownthewindow)OhGod...I

likethishouse...

Me:Bigasitisitonlyhas2bedrooms

Ney:Sohowdoyouguyssleep?

Me:IgottheotherroomandDudugotthe

other...Hejumpsbetweenthetwo

Maduo:OnalesebetewaitseNaledi,howdo

yousleepknowingheisridingDudunextdoor?



Me:Ialmostdiedofheartattacklastnightbuti

survived...I'mokaynow.

Ney:Sheisgoingtoreplaceyouonceyougofor

botsetsi

Me:Shewon't,ihavetheboy.

Maduo:Thisisjusttoocreepyforme.Ican't

shareaman,wheniseeagirlwithamanihave

acrushonialreadyfeellikeslappingher...

Me:That'swhyyou'rethestubbornone

amongstus,it'snotcute.Ladiestalk,theydon't

fight

Maduo:(shookherhead)God!

MeanwhileDudumovedthecurtainsaswe

closedthecardoors..

Me:(jokingly)Pleasebenicetomydickbuddy



Maduo:(laughed)Okay

Renei:MxmDuokantewaatshega?Thisisn't

funny,Naleditakesthingssimple...

Me:(laughed)ijustgotacar,don'tspoilmy

mood...

WewalkedinthehouseasDuduwassittingon

thecouchbreastfeedingherbabywatchingtv,

theladiessatdownasipassedtothe

bedroom...

Me:HiDudu

Dudu:Hey...

Me:That'sReneilweandMaduo,they'remy

friends,guysthat'sNaledi..

Ihurriedinandchangedmyclothes....



Inthelivingroom....

Renei:Hi

Dudu:Hello

Maduo:Hi

Dudu:Hi..

Theylookedatherlittlebabyandlookedatone

another,itdidn'tfeelrightbeinginthepresence

ofsuchatinybaby...

Maduo:Howoldisshe?

Dudu:6weeks

Theyallkeptquietassheputherbreastbackin



herbraandwalkedout,Sheknockedonmy

doorandgotin...

Dudu:Hi

Me:Hey

Dudu:(loweredhervoice)Youcouldhaveat

leastwarnedmeyou'rebringingfriendsover,

youknowwehaveanewborninthehouse.I

knowican'tbeonconfinementherebutwe

couldatleastrespectthechildren.Iwouldn't

bringfriendsoverifPrinceis6weeksoldjust

becausekeaitsehelagorengwanagaa

tshwanelagodikaganyetswakebatho..

Me:Ididn'tthinkaboutitfromthatangle,we

willleave...Wewillgotothepool.

Dudu:No,it'sokay.ItwillbelikeI'mchasing

themaway

Me:iwasn'tplanningtostayindoorswiththem,



that'swhyI'mtakingthetowels,wearegoingto

swim...

Dudu:Oh,okay...ButIalsothoughtthis

polygamywasasecret,obareileorekemang?

Me:Don'tworryaboutthem,theycankeepa

secret

Dudu:You'rebreakingeveryagreementwehad

Naledi..

Me:ThesearetheonlyfriendsIhaveandtrust

metheywon'ttellanyoneaboutus.(smiledand

showedherthekeys)Anyway......Bakanggota

carforthebaby....

Dudu:(saddened)That'syourcar?

Me:(smiled)Yeah,it'saBMW...

Dudu:Howcomehedidn'tbuyPrincessacar?

Me:(stoppedsmiling)Idon'tknow..

Dudu:(tearfully)CongratulationsbutI'mjealous,

andI'mhur-



Atearrolleddownthensheturnedandwalked

inherroom,iswallowedgiltstrickenand

followedherinherroom,Iwaitedasshelaid

herbabydownandsatonthebedrubbingher

eyes....

Me:Idon'tknowwhyhedidn'tbuyforPrincess,

Hejustgavemeacar...

Dudu:I'mnotblamingyoubut...(sniffed)I

obviouslyalsoneedacarbutanywayit'sokay,

I'llusetaxis.It'sfine,forgetit...I'mjustbeing

jealous...

Me:Maybehehassomethinginmind...

Dudu:(stoodbythewindowlookingatit)It's

beautifulbutI'mnothappy,I'mjealous....Iwould

belyingifisaidI'mhappyforyou.

Me:It'sokay,iunderstand...(anawkward



momentpassed)I'msorrythathedidn'tget

yourdaughteracar

Dudu:(forcedasmilethroughhertears)It's

okay,heisroyalty...Boysareimportantthan

girlsright

Me:Idon'tthinkso,agirlchildisjustas

important.

Dudu:Justnottoroyalpeople...Hewants

someonetocarryhisbloodline....

Me:Bakangdoesn'tcareaboutthosethings,he

wantsadifferentkindoflifestyleandhesays

hedidn'tgeteducatedtorulepeople,hetoldme

sohimself.That'swhyhedoesn'tgetinvolved

inanythingthathappensinhisfather'soffice.

Dudu:Ifyousayso...

Me:Wearegoingtoswim...

Dudu:Okay..



Iwalkedoutandthrewtowelsattheladies...

Me:Gothroughthatpassage,I'llfindyoubythe

pool...I'mgettingsomethingtoeat,I'mstarving.

Theywalkedawaythenigrabbedthelastpear

inthefridgeandtookabite,isteppedonthebin

flipperandthrewtheplasticinthebin,isaw

foodinsideandliftedtheplastictobesure,it

wasthebreakfastimadeinthemorning.…

Iknockedonherdoor...

Me:Ijustsawmyfoodinthebin,whydidyou

throwitaway?

Dudu:Wewerefightingyesterdayandyou

weren'thappywithme,gaketswaclinikingi

passedbymymother'shouse,wetalkedabout



alotofthingsandiendeduptellingheryou

weren'thappythatBakangwassharingthebed

withmethoughwearenothavingsex,shetold

mealotofstoriesaboutwomeninpolygamous

marriagesandhowtheypoisoneachother.

Whenigothomeifoundfoodbutyounever

cooksoiwonderedwhyyoumadefoodforme

allofsudden,especiallyafterourargumentlast

night.Iknowitwasawrongthoughtbutit

crossedmymindandijustwantedtobesafe...

Me:Soyouthoughticanpoisonyourfood?

Really?Andimustbestupidforeatingthefood

youprepare.

Dudu:NowthatI'mthinkingaboutitirealiseit

waswrongbutyoucan'tblameme,youjustgot

angrybecauseBakanggavemeattentionof

whichyouweren'tbeingfairbecauseweagreed

ondays,itwasmyday.Youalreadygothis

attentionbygoingshoppingonmydaywithout

tellingme,youweren'tfair....



Me:ButIstillcan'tbelieveyouthoughtiwould

poisonyou...

Dudu:Butwaitsegoreontsieditsemaabane

akere?Hewassupposedtocomehomeon

timeandgivemeattentionbutyougothimto

takeyoushoppingandweendedupbathing

together,whichisnotfairbecauseyoubathed

withhimalonethenightbefore.

Me:(sighed)Buttothinkicanpoisonyou?

Haveyouthoughtaboutpoisonme?ShouldI

watchwhatieataroundhere?

Dudu:Icanneverdothattoyou,whywouldido

thatknowingiwouldbethefirstsuspect?

Me:Sonnakesemata,iwouldn'tthinkthey

wouldsuspectipoisonedyou?Keengnnao

akanyagorenkagopoisoner?

Dudu:Sorry,iguessnekedirwakegore

maabaneoletsoomanaleBakang.

Me:Kemathata....



Iclosedthedoorandwalkedaway.....

AtTuelo'shouse...

Bakangwalkedinandjoinedhisfriendsonthe

couchastheywatchedthesportshighlights...

Tuelo:IthoughtyouwerecomingwithTrevor

Bakang:Heiswithhisgirlfriend

Temo:DidyoumanagetoconvinceNaledi?

Bakang:Yeah,wearegood...

Temo:Duduisgoingtobehurt,youcan'tbuy

Naledikoloioreit'sforthebabywhenshelong

hadthebabyandexpecthertobefine.

Bakang:Idon'thavemoneytobuytwocarsat

thesametime,moneyisn'teasy...



Tuelo:Butit'sabitunfair,Shemightthinkit's

aboutthekids

Bakang:I'llgetheracarbutitcan'tbesoon,I'll

payingforNaledi'scar

Temo:TalktoTrevorsohecangethisbrother

togiveyouacarininstallments,thisisnotfair

toDudu,thiswomangaveyouachild,thathas

tomeansomethingevenit'snotaboy

Bakang:It'snotaboutbeingaboy,Nalediis

throwingtantrumsandI'mtryingtomakeher

happy.Shetoldmesheisleavingandididn't

wanthertoleave..Ihadtodosomething

Temo:JustgetDuduacar...CallTrevor...

Unlessobonagolefair

Bakang:Duduisunderstanding,shewill

understand...I'llgetheracarin6months

Tuelo:Mmegagofair,kanathosegirlsarelike

yourkids,theyareliketwins...Youhavetotreat

themequallyotherwiseyou'llalwayshaveto



dealwithjealousyandjealousyisarecipefor

disaster,theywillkilleachother..I'mtellingyou,

iheardsomuchaboutwomenpoisoningeach

otherbecauseofaguy.Balanceyourshitor

droptheotheroneifyoucan'thandlethetwoof

them.

Temo:ButDuduwouldn'tdothattoanother

person

Tuelo:I'mjustsaying

Bakang:(leanedbackdialing)Igetyourpoint...

Trevor:Heyman,what'sup?

Bakang:Cool,themonnampuelelebrayagago

anneelekoloiforinstallments,ineedurgently.

Trevor:Why?What'swrongwithyourcar?

Bakang:IneeditforDudu

Trevor:WhataboutNaledi?

Bakang:Shealreadygotone.



Trevor:Oh,sosheiscompletelyfinewiththis

wholething?

Bakang:Yeah,why?

Trevor:Justasking,letmetalktohimandget

backtoyou.

Tuelo:(loudly)Okaenemonna?Takwano

Trevor:(laughed)Kethathetselaitiaka,she

needsallmyattention...

Temo:Whendowegettoseethisgirlkante?

Trevor:Relax....

Tuelo:(laughed)Isthisoneolderthanyouagain?

Whyareyouhidingher?Wenamonnamo

bagolong,otaatshwaramolatobawilekeheart

attack...

Trevor:(laughed)Fuckyou

Theylaughedandhehungup,minuteslaterhe



calledback....

Bakang:Yeah?

Trevor:Heagreed,heisabouttoclose,hesays

ifit'sthaturgentyoucanpassbyandgetone

thendopaperworktomorrow.

Bakang:Fantastic,I'lldothatnow.Thanksthe

monnaonalemosola

Trevor:(laughed)Shap

AtBakang'shouse....

Meanwhileiputmyphonesonchairandtook

offthetowelihadwrappedmyselfwith,ifelt

myselfgettingwetasiwalkedtowardsthe

pool...Itouchedmypantiesandlookedatmy

hand....



Me:(heartskipped)OhmyGod?

Theyturnedaroundlookingatme....

Renei:What?

Maduo:Isthatblood?

Me:GuysI'mbleeding,isthisnormal?

Theyquicklygotoutofthepoolandwalked

over,theyleanedoverlookingatmeasblood

floweddownmythigh....

Maduo:Areyouinpain?

Me:No...

Renei:(wrappedmewithatowel)Let'sgo....



Getinthecar.....Wehavetohurry

Iwasconfusedbutpartofmebelievedthebaby

wasokaybecauseiwasn'tinpain,wewalkedin

thehousewhereIgotdressedastheladies

searchedformymedicalcard...Duduwalked

in...

Dudu:Iheardyouguystalkingpassingbythe

passage,issheokay?Nalediareyouokay?

Me:I'mbleeding,idon'tknowwhy

DudubHaveyoucalledBakang?

Me:I'lltellhimwhenigetinthecar

Maduo:Igotthecard,let'sgo...

Weallhurriedout....



Dudu:(worriedly)Pleasecallmeafterseeing

thedoctor...

Igotintheback,Maduogotinthedriver'sside

asReneilwesatnexttome,Iwasbeginningto

feelmildpainsonmyabdomen...

Reneilwe:Areyouokay?

Me:Justalittlepain,Maduopleasehurry

up....………………
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Atthecardealership......

Bakang,TueloandTemowalkedaroundlooking

atthecars....



Temo:Whataboutthisone?

Tuelo:Ablackcar?Noway...womenlove

colours

Bakang:Idon'tthinkshe'dgoforabigengine,

somethingsmallwilldo...

Hisphonerang...

Bakang:Hello?

Reneilwe:(panicked)Bakang,weareonourway

tothehospitalrightnow,Nalediisbleeding

reallybad...

Bakang:What?Whathappenedtoher?

Reneilwe:Nothing,wejustsawbloodflowing.

Bakang:Gotoaprivate?Ihaveinsurance....How

farareyou?



Reneilwe:WewillmakeaUturnnow...

Bakang:Canitalktoher?

Reneilwe:Sheisinpain,shecan'ttalk.

Bakang:Shit....I'llcallyouback.

Hehungupandhurriedtohiscarashisfriends

followedhim...

Tuelo:what'sgoingon?Gatweng?

Bakang:Nalediisbleeding...

Temo:Whyareallyourkidsdeliveredbefore

timenemonna?

Bakang:Atthispointaprematurebabywillbe

thegreatestgift,that'sthebesticangetoutof

thissituation........

Atthehospital......



Ilaidonthebedasthepaingotworse,the

nursepushedmeinICU...Itookshortsilent

prayerformysonandmymotherwasallicould

thinkabout,shewasaprayerworrierandi

believedinherprayers.......

Me:Neygivememyphone,iwa-urrhhhhh....(a

sharppainstruckme)Iwanttocallmymother...

Ney:I'llcallher,laydown....Justliedown...

Maduo:(tothenurse)What'swrongwithher?Is

sheokay?

Nurse:Shegoingtoseeadoctor....(pointedat

thechairs)Pleasewaitoverthere.....

Shepushedmeinsideandclosedthem

outside....



Insideadoctorwasputtingonhisgloves,he

putthestethoscopeinhisearsandcheckedme

asigrunted,Ihadneverfeltsuchpaininmy

life.Theworstperiodpainsonecouldget,he

instructedmetospreadmylegsthenhe

insertedhisfingersinmemakingthepaineven

worseasigruntedloudly....

Doctor:I'llbedoneinaminutemyfriend...

Hepulledouthisbloodyfingersandchanged

glovesthenhepushedmybedclosertothe

scan.....

Doctor:Didshetakeyourbloodsamples?

Me:(grinning)Yes...

Doctor:(squeezedthecoldgelonmyabdomen)

I'mcheckingsomething--



Hestaredatthescreenashepressedthe

scanneronmyabdomenmovingitaround,i

couldn'tseemuchontheblackandwhite

screenbuticouldtellhewasn'thappywith

whathewasseeing...Bakangpushedthedoor

andwalkedin,hisattentionimmediatelywent

tothescreenashesatdownholdingmyhand....

Bakang:What'sgoingon?

Doctor:(adjustedhisglassesstaringatthe

screen)Itlookslikeourlittleboyisn'tmoving...

Bakang:Whatdoyoumean?Whatdoesthat

mean?

Doctor:Heisnotalive,thereisnoheartbeatand

-

Ididn'twanttobelievehim,iheldmybumpand



rubbedmytears....

Me:Whatifheisjustsleeping?

Doctor:Theheartneverstopsbeatingeven

whenyouaresleeping,theonlytimeitstopsis

whenyouarenomore...Thisbabyisnotalive

andihavetoinducebirthsothatwecanclean

youruterus.

Bakangletgoofmyhandandleanedover

hidinghisface,Istilldidn'twanttobelieveit....

Me:(tearfully)Hecan'tbegone...Iboughthis

things,hehasclothesandeverything...Hehas

tocomehome....

Bakangstoodupandwalkedout.......



Inthewaitingroom....

Theguysandladiessilentlywaitedbythe

chairs,Bakangwalkedoutandpassedthem

withoutaword,Theguysfollowedhimtothe

men'sbathroom.Hegotinthetoiletandclosed

thedoorthenhesatdownbittinghislowerlip

tearfully....Herubbedhisheadtryinghardnot

tocry,Tueloopenedthedoorastheystood

staringathim...

Tuelo:Oshapo?

Bakang:(swallowedtearfully)Hedidn'tmakeit...

Ilostmyson.

Temo:Sorry...

Bakang:Iwassoclose...



Tuelogavehimahandandpulledhimupthen

theyhuggedhimasheclosedhiseyestightly....

Temo:Youcanalwaystryagain...Thereis

alwaysnexttime

Tuelo:Heisright......

Hewashedhisfaceandsatdownforawhileas

theguyspatientlywaitedforhim....

Tuelo:whatcausedit?

Bakang:Idon'tknow,Ihopeit'snotstress...It

wouldmeanikilledmyownson.

Temo:somemiscarriagesjusthappen...It

doesn'thavetobeanyone'sfault...Don'tblame

yourself....

Tuelo:Therehastobeacausethoughright?...



Sothatitcanbeavoidednexttime.

Bakang:(sniffedrubbinghisnoseandstoodup

pullingdownhist-shirt)Letmegetbackinside

andfindoutmore.....

Tuelo:Bestrongforher,you'reherstrength

Temo:Ifyoubreakdown,shewillfeellikeshe

letyoudownontopofherloss.Behershoulder

tocryon(squeezedhisshoulder)Takeitlikea

man...

Bakang:(clenchedhisJawsandnodded)Yeah...

Theyallwalkedoutofthebathroomand

passedbythewaitingroom,thistimetheladies

gotaverygoodlookathisfaceandhiseyes

werereddish....hepassedinsideandtheguys

satwithsadfaces....

Maduo:Whathappened?



Tuelo:Thebabydidn'tmakeit...

Reneilwe:What?Areyousure?

Temo:Yeah...

Maduo:(tearfully)Nalediisgoingtodie...She

wasexcitedaboutthisbaby.

Reneilwe:Thisisbad...(stoodup)Letmecall

hermotheragain....

Shedialedhernumberandsteppedoutas

Tueloleanedbackonthechairlookingat

Maduo.....

Tuelo:(gaveherhishand)MynameisTueloby

theway...Sorryididn'tintroducemyselfearlier,

iguessIwasstillshocked.

Maduo:(shookhishand)Maduo...

Tuelo:Nicemeetingyou...



Maduo:Nicemeetingyoutoo

Tuelo:Whatdoyoudo?

Maduo:Iamareceptionist..

Tuelo:Where?

Maduo:AtDiamondLuxuries

Tuelo:Isthepaygood?

Maduo:Itpaysthebills

Tuelo:That'sthemostimportantthing

Maduo:Yeah...

Tuelo:Canihaveyournumber?

Maduo:No

Tuelo:(laughed)Damn,sostraightforward.Why

not?

Maduo:Idon'twantaboyfriend.

Tuelo:Butididn'tsayiwantyou,whydo

womenalwaysassumewhenamanwantsyour



numberisbecausewagobata?Guysalways

exchangenumbersaftertalkingbutwedon't

assumeit'sbecauseofsomeoddfuckedup

reason.

Maduo:Iknowmen

Tuelo:WelliamTuelo,I'mnotmen.You

shouldn'tgeneraliseus.....

Maduo:(smiled)sorry...

Tuelo:Noproblem..SocanIhaveyournumber?

Maduo:It'sstillno.

Tuelo:(smiled)Clear...

Abalengwalkedin,Reneiranintohisarms....

Renei:Gatwethebabyisdead...

Abaleng:Whathappened?Whatcausedthis?

Renei:Idon'tknow...



Abaleng:HiMaduo

Maduo:Hi....

Inthedeliveryroom.....

Hoursintothedeliveryroom,thepillswere

workingatfullforce....Therewassomuchpain

itfeltlikemypelvicboneswerebreaking,Tears

filledmyeyeswhenIrememberedthatallthat

painwasfornothingbutpartofmebelievedifi

prayedmyboywouldcryoncehewasborn....

Me:(grunted)Mama....pleaseprayformy

baby....(tearfully)I'msorryforeverythingisaid

toyou,pleaseforgiveme...Goddon'tpunishme

withmyson.IswearI'llneverdonowrong...

Arrrrrrh!....



Theurgetopushcameagainandipushedas

thedoctorhurriedoverandgotreadytocollect

him,Bakangwalkedinandheldmyhandasi

screamedpushing....Thedoctorgrabbedhim

andliftedhimupfacingme,hewastinyandhis

fingerswerepink....Iburstintotearslookingat

him....

Me:(crying)Letmeholdhim...

Doctor:Heisnotalive

Me:Please....

Bakang:(tearfully)Don'tholdhim,don't

Me:(rubbing)Monneele,keagokopa...Nneela

ngwanake....

Hehandedhimoverandiheldhimonmychest

cryinglouder,Bakangfaceddownandwalked

outsiderubbinghiseyes...Ikissedhimonthe



foreheadandclosedmyeyes...

Me:Godplease,hedidn'tdoanythingtoyou.He

isinnocent...LethimliveandI'llgivemylifeto

Christ,pleaseforgivemysins...Lethimlive...

Justmakehimbreath...Makehimsneeze....

Thedoctoremotionallywaitedasiprayed

crying,Mylittleboy'seyeswereclosedandhe

wassleepingpeacefully...Thedoctorwalked

overandgothimfrommyarmsasiscreamed

evenlouderhopingtowakehimbutIcouldtell

hewasn'tcomingback,Bakangwalkedbackin

andhuggedmeasicriedloudly....

Me:(screaming)Noo....Hedidn'tdoanythingto

anybody,whyisGoddoingthistome?

Bakang:(tearfully)I'msorry....I'msorry...



Hehuggedmetightlyasicried,thedoctor

changedhisglovesandsatdownworking

betweenmylegsasicontinuedcrying.......

Inmyward....

Lateroniopenedmyeyesandfoundmyselfat

theward,islowlysatuplookingatmypink

cannulaandlookedaroundtheroom...Ididn't

knowhowlongihadbeenout....Itouchedmy

bellyanditwasflat....Anursewalkedin....

Nurse:WelcomebackNaledi,howareyou

feeling?

Me:I'mfine...Whathappened?

Nurse:Youwereintheatre,youruteruswas

cleaned...don'tyourememberwhathappened



earlier?

Me:Ido,iguessiwashopingitwasadream.

Nurse:I'msorry...

Shewalkedoutandilaidonmysideholdingmy

emptybelly,Bakangwalkedinandleanedover

kissingme....

Bakang:Hey...

Me:Pleasedon'ttalktome,you'rethereasonI

lostthisbaby.Itoldyouiwantedtoleavebut

youforcedmetostay.

Bakang:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:WhenIgothomeirealisedDududidn'teat

thebreakfastimade,wheniaskedhershesaid

shethoughtIwouldpoisonherandnowI'm

herewithoutmyson.



Bakang:Babepleasedon'tdothis...Turn

aroundandfaceme...Ifiknewanythinglike

thiswouldhappeniwouldn'thavetoldyouto

stay.Hewasmysontoo...Ilovedhimdearly,he

wasmyeverything.

Me:Pleasegetout,it'soverbetweenus...

Hebithislowerlipandwalkedaroundthebed

thenhesquattedfacingme,hetriedtoholdmy

handbutimoveditback...

Me:Go,idon'twanttoseeyouagain...Weare

over.TellDuduthatshewon.I'llsendmy

brotherandhisfiancéetocollecttherestofmy

thingsfromyourhouse.

Bakang:Naledipleasedon'tsaythat,iloveyou...

I'msorry.I'llcorrectmyself,I'llstopeverything

badanddorightbyyou.



Me:Pleaseleavebeforeipressthatbutton...

Youcantakeyourcartoo,giveittoDudu.I

don'twantit.

Bakang:Iloveyou,I'msorryiwasn'tperfectbut

iknowicanmakeyouhappyifyougivemea

chance,justone...

Me:Pleasegetout...GETOUT!GETOUT!

GOOOO!

Hestoodupandslowlywalkedoutsiderubbing

hiseyes,assoonasheclosedthedoori

coveredmyselfwiththesheetscrying....Iheard

thedooropeningagain....

Me:(withmyheadunderneath)Bakangplease

goaway....Leave...

Mama:(touchedmyheadgently)Lele?



Iturnedaroundandhuggedherasshespread

herarmsforme,icriedevenlouderwithmy

headonherchestassherubbedmyeyes

sittingonthebed......

Me:(crying)I'msorryforeverythingisaidtoyou,

ifthiswasmypunishmentkebakilemama...

Mama:(tearfully)Itwasn'tyourpunishment,

somethingshappenforareason...OurGodisa

forgivingGod,thisisnotapunishment.Hush

mygirl.…

Me:Isawhim,iheldhiminmyarms....

Mama:I'msorrynnana....I'msorry...

AtBakang'shouse.....

Laterthateveninghesteppedoutofthecarand

leanedagainstdoorgettinghisthoughts



togetherthenhewalkedinthehouseand

closedthedoor.Duduwassittingonthecouch

breastfeedingherbabywatchingtv....

Dudu:IsNalediokay?Nooneisansweringtheir

phone,itriedcallingforhours....

Bakang:Shelostthebaby(staringather)Why

didyouthrowawayNaledi'sfood?

Dudu:Ithought-

Bakang:Thatshewouldpoisonyou?Sowhat

kindofpillsdidyouuseonher?Abortionpills?...

DoyoureallyknowwhoiamorwhatI'm

capableofneDudu?

Dudu:(tearfully)Bakangyouknowme-

Bakang:(angrily)IDON'TKNOWWHOTHE

HELLYOUARE!WHATDIDYOUDO?

Thebabygotstartledandbeguncrying,Dudu



putheronherchestshushingher...

Dudu:(heartpounding)Otshosangwana...ican

neverdothattoanotherperson,youshould

knowme.

Bakang:Goputhertobed,NOW!!

Shehurriedtothebedroomandputherdown

thensheclosedthedoorandwalkedtowards

Bakang...............(9t)
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Atmymother'shouse....

Laterthatafternoonataxidroppedmeatthe

gate,mymotherwassittinginfrontofthe



housemakingoneofherrugswithwool,i

exhaustedlysatonthechairandtookoffmy

shoesmassagingmyfeet.....

Me:Godthisshoesareburningme,ketaatswa

dikhonse

Mama:(laughedcuttingwool)Andyou'llnever

findahusbandwiththose

Me:(laughed)Akebatehusbandnna

Mama:Didyougoforyourcheckupinthe

morning?

Me:Yes,themidwifesaidI'msuperfine...

(lookingattheBMW)Bakangdidn'tcollecthis

car?

Mama:Nobodycame

Me:KanaBakangrefusestogethiscar,ifeel

likehewantsmetobetiedtohimorfeellikeI

owehimsomething,itoldhimtimeandagainto



gethiscarbuthewon't....

Mama:Whydon'tyouleavehimalone?hehasa

point.Itwasagift

Me:Yes,forthebabybutnowthereisnobaby,

heshouldgiveittohispreciouswife

Duduetsang,iheardsheevenstayswithhis

parents.

Mama:Theystaywithher?

Me:Yes,imaginethat

Mama:Younggirlsnowadayshavenoprideat

all,youknowinourdaysboysfollowedus...Not

theotherwayaround,awomanmustbe

followedesenggolataabowagonnakogabo

monnaekarebileonyetswe.Gorianaotswa

peloakere?

Me:No,idon'twanttostaywithhisparents,i

didn'tevenwanttomoveinwithhiminthefirst

place.Ihadmyhouseandhehadhis,

Duduentsanginfluencedmetomoveinwith



themallandidon'tblameherbecauseitwas

mychoicebut...(sighed)Anyway...

Mama:Andihopeyouleanedsomethingfrom

allthat,therearewomenwhoaremeanttobe

secondbestandtheyhavenoproblembeingit,

theygetinpolygamousmarriagesknowingvery

wellthatmyhusband'sfavouritewifeissoand

soandtheyaretotallyokay,ifyoucan'tcontrol

yourjealousyyou'remeanttobewithaman

thatlovesyouandonlyyou.Therearegood

menoutthere,justdon'tlookatthefancy

lifestyleorthebackground.Loveisn'tmoney.

Me:Nnakebakile,istillfeellikehadilistened

toyouiwouldstillhavemybabybutit'sfine,ke

ikhansetsekele1goreit'salessonimustcarry

mywholelife.

Mama:Mothogoikagaenengwanaka,weare

notperfectbutI'mhappyyouhavecorrected

yourselfanddon'tbeinarushtofindahusband

andgetmarried...Onlytimewilltellwhere



you'reheaded...

Me:I'llbepatientgapelennatotaI'mnot

interestedinarelationship.Iwanttobesingle

untilmaybenextyearbutbeforethatIhaveto

givehimhiscaronewayortheother...

(thoughtfullysmiled)Iknowwhattodo....Ihave

aplan...

Mama:Whatplan?

Me:(stoodup)Iknowexactlywhattodo....

(walkedtothehouse)Mamasincekehodilele

midwifearekesiamenkatsamaakontung

yameakere?

Mama:Eetsamaaibileompheletsadijo

Me:(turnedaroundandlaughedlookingather)

Aomma

Mama:Nnyaatsamaamma,hanegokgonagala

nkabeibileophekagonejaana

Me:(laughedandwalkedinside)I'mnotgoing



anywhere....

Itookoffmyformalclothesandsatonthebed

dialingMaduo'snumber...

Maduo:Hey

Me:Heyyou,whattimedoyouknockoff?

Maduo:Inandhourorso,why?

Me:Isyourbossintheoffice?

Maduo:Yes,why?

Me:Iwanttoseehim.

Maduo:Okaybutheisnothiring

Me:No,it'spersonal

Maduo:(giggled)Okay

Me:(laughed)Don'tbelikethat...Mxm...

Maduo:Areyoucomingnow?



Me:No,ihavetoeatandhelpmymotherby

cleaningthehouse,that'swhenI'llpassby,i

thinkmaybeinahour.

Maduo:Makeitfastotogaachaisa.

Me:Okay,shapo

IhungupanddialedBakang........

Bakang:Heybabe...

Me:Pleasedon'tcallmethat,Whenareyou

gettingyourcar?

Bakang:It'snotmycar,itwasforyou.

Me:Idon'twantit.

Bakang:Lennagakeebate,obatagoreke

ereng?Okilewamponakekgweetsakoloie

nyenyanenna?WhencanIseeyou?Iwantto

talktoyou.



Me:Wedon'thaveanythingtodiscuss.

Bakang:Whydoyouwantmetobegyou?Isn't

itenoughthatiloveyou?

Me:No,it'snotenough.GobewithDuduand

yourdaughter,clearlyiwasathirdwheel.O

tsaagorekesemataBakang,beggingmeon

thesidemmeobeilemosadikogalona?

Bakang:(angrily)Iamnotwithher,howmany

timesdoihavetosaythis?(sighedandcalmed

downrubbinghisforehead)Babelisten...I

understandwhyyouareangrywithme,iam

angrywithmyselfbecauseifeellikeiwasn't

carefulenoughbutwecan'tletourson'sdeath

comebetweenus.I'mnotwithDudu,my

parentstookherbecausewehadafight,idon't

knowwhysheisstilltherebutiswearihaven't

beenseeingher.Wedon'ttalkmeandher...

Me:Ilostinterestinthisthreesome

Bakang:Kanteoraathreesomeyaengkagore



gakerataneleDudu?

Me:OganegotsalakoloiyagagojaloI'llgiveit

toyouonewayortheotherandpleasestop

callingme.I'mmovingonwithmylife.

Bakang:Movingonorayaeng?Weare

technicallystilltogether.

Me:MovingonmeansmovingonandI'mnot

withyou,webrokeupamonthandahalfago..

Bakang:Nalediweehaokabewanchita...Hao

kabalekela....Justtry...Kootengotsaagorekea

tshameka.

Ihunguponhimandsighed.....

AtBakang'soffice....

Meanwhileherubbedhisforehead



frustratedly....

Bakang:(sighed)Babelisten-

Heheardthenotificationbeepsofthe

disconnectedlineandlookedatthephonethen

heputhisphonedownandloosenedhistie...he

staredatthecomputerlookingattheamountof

workleft,itwasexhaustingthenheswitched

offthecomputerandleft....

Atkgosi'shouse...

Duduwassittingonthecouchholdingherbaby,

Dorcaswalkedoverandhandedherthefood

thenshegothersandjoinedherastheyate.....



Dorcas:HaveyoutalkedtoMido?

Dudu:Notreally,hismothersaidimustgive

himtimetocalmdown

Dorcas:Eheandhowfararetheywiththe

housetheypromisedyou?

Dudu:Theyhaven'tsaidanythingsincetheday

wetalkedaboutit.

Dorcas:Doyoureallybelievetheywillbuyyoua

housewhenyouarenoteventheirson's

girlfriend?NnaMidokemmoditsereememo

khichiningorileenegaaratanelewena

Dudu:Theywillbuyitakereididn'taskthemfor

ahouse

Dorcas:Whydoyouthinktheysaidallthat?......

Promisingahouseandtakingcareofyouwhen

theynevershowedanyinterestinyoubefore-

Dudu:(irritated)Idon'tknow...Doyouhave

somethingyouwanttosay?



Dorcas:No,nevermind...(anawkwardmoment

passed)Doyouhaveparents?

Dudu:Ihaveamother,why?

Dorcas:Arengkaseemose?

Dudu:Ihaven'ttoldheranythingyet

Dorcas:Sheisgoingtobeverydisappointed

andembarrassedbeforetheeyesofthesociety

gonnaekareoinyadisitse.

Dudu:Gakeainyadisa,iwasinvited....

Dorcas:nnyaannakeraahelangwanaka,while

you'rehereotheryoungwomenarefinding

waystoprovideforthemselves,theyare

buildingafutureandaddingvalueto

themselvesaswomenbutstayingherewon't

makeMidoloveyoumore.Thingshave

changednowadays,amanisn'tasourceof

income.....you'llloseyourvaluebecauseyou're

beingdesperate.



Dudu:(offended)I'mnotdesperate,pleasedon't

callmethat,idon'tknowwhyyou'reworriedor

alwaystryingtogetridofmeasifthisisyour

house.I'mstillnursingababythatisbarely4

mont-

Dorcas:Idon'tknowwhyyou'reoffendedby

whatisaidtoyou...I'mtellingyouthetruth

becauseilikethewomanyou'reandiwantyou

tobelieveinyourselfandaddvaluetoyourlife,

monnagaaikanngweespeciallybabogosiba,

kebaitsesenteba.Batshelabotshelojwadi

movie.TrustmewhateverwomanBakang

bringshereandmarrieswillreplaceyoujustlike

that,thesepeopleareokaywithyoubeinghere

becausetheydidn'twantyoutoreporttheir-

Dudu:(stoodup)Thankyouforthefood.I'llbe

goingtomyroom...

ShewalkedoutasBakang'smotherwalkedin.....



Her:(walkingbehindher)Othotsengwetsi

yame?

Dudu:(smiled)Emma...

Shewalkedintheroomandlaidherdaughter

downashismothersatnexttohertakingdown

herhandbag....

Her:Yourfatherandihadadiscussionabout

thathouse...(sigheddisappointedly)lechono

le....Housepriceshaveterriblygoneup...

Dudu:(smiledshyly)Iknow...

Her:Sowewerethinkingperhapswecouldrent

youabachelorpadwanamaoemeemehoo,

akere?Gapelewenaonneleprivacyere

Bakangatilelekgonegobuasentelesare

tshabe.



Dudu:Emma,it'sagoodidea...

Her:(tookoutaleaseagreement)Ialready

talkedtosomeoneaboutahouse,wewillpay

threemonthsahead....Rechonnengwanaka,

wearesosobroke....

Dudu:(smiledandgottheleaseagreement)

Thankyou,it'stoomuchalready...

Her:Haveyoutalkedtoyourmother?

Dudu:Ihaven't,ididn'tknowhowtostartor

howtoexplainwhyistayhere

Her:It'sokay,youdon'thavetoexplainnowthat

wegotyouahouse.Onceyouhavemovedin

youcanexplainhowdealingwithNalediwas

toomuchforyou.

Dudu:(smiled)Yes,I'lldothat...

Her:(playedwiththebaby)Princess?Thisgirl

andsleeping?..Hae...SheremindsmeofMido,

hecouldsleepallday.



Dudu:(laughed)Sheisherfather'sdaughter...

Her:(laughed)Thata...

Theybothlaughedasshewalkedaway......

AtDiamondLuxuries......

Ismiledapproachingthereceptionandhugged

Maduo...

Maduo:(smiledlookingatmefromheadtotoe)

Wow....Youlookboyishlysexykat-shirtnyana

lejean....monyanakwa!

Me:Wenakana,whereisTrevor'soffice?

Maduo:Goupstairs,it'sthefirstofficeonthe

left,it'swrittenGeneralmanager

Me:Okay



Iwalkedupstairsandpausedoncethere

catchingmybreaththeniknocked...

Trevor:Comein...

Ipushedthedoorandwalkedinastheturned

hisheadlookingatme,heinstantlysmiled

makingmesmileshyly...

Trevor:Hey...Whatanicesurprise,towhatdoi

owethismuchappreciatedvisit?

Me:(satdownandsighed)Hi...

Trevor:(laughed)Distairstse30nyanahela

digohemisahemisajaana?

Me:(laughed)Mythighsevenhurt...

Trevor:Weshouldworkouttogetherduringthe



weekends...

Me:(laughed)I'mtoolazykekaaswa....Anyway

icametogiveyouBakang'scarkeys,ihave

beenaskinghimtogetitbutotsenahaleha.

Trevor:(smiledtiltinghisheadstaringatme)

WhyshouldIhelpyou?Youalwaysactlikeyou

don'tnoticeme

Me:WhatwasisupposedtodotoshowthatI

noticedyou?

Trevor:Theleastyoucoulddowastolookme

intheeyeswhenyoutalkedtome....(staringat

me)Tryitnow....

Isighedandlookedathimashestaredbackat

me...You'dswearsomeonepulledthecorners

ofhiseyes,theywerecurveyinaKoreanway,

helaughedandhiseyesshrunk,ifoundmyself

laughing............



Trevor:(smiled)What?

Me:Nothing,olecrosslaleKoreanewena?

Trevor:(laughed)Alright,getoutofmyoffice,

youoverstayedyourvisit...(gotthekeys)I'll

givehimthekeys....

Me:(laughed)Thanks...

Trevor:Heisdepressedaboutthiswholething,i

thinkhereallylovesyou.Doyoulovehim?

Me:Hewillbefine,hehasDudu.

Trevor:Don'tyoulovehim?

Me:Notenoughtobewithhim,ijustdon'twant

tobeputinasituationwhereIfeelsecondbest.

Ican'tbewithamanthatcan'tlovemeandme

alone,itriedpolygamybutitdidn'tworkout

insteadilostababy.NowIwantnothingless

thanagoodfamily....daddy,mommyandthe

kidsinahousewithadogoracat...nobaby



mamas!

Trevor:(laughed)thewholepackage?

Me:(laughed)Yes...

Trevor:Butmostofyouwomensaythat'swhat

youwantyetyoufallfortheopposite,thesehot-

headedguyswithmoneyiswhatyoufind

appealingbecausetotamostofthetimerona

barenangletoroeoyahappyfamilywedon't

comefromrichesandoithelarenalele

dikgwethomobotshelong.Weworkhardtobe

wherewearewithoutinheritanceorourparents

makingconnections.

Me:Butit'snotaboutmoney....

Trevor:Trustme,womenlovemoneymorethan

anythingintheworld.That'swhytheycanstay

inabusiverelationshipsjustbecausetheguyis

loaded.Kanalehaokamoratamosadiokgona

gogotogelaagoratanalemonnamogolowa

mopalamentejustformoneyforthesakeof



money.

Me:(laughed)Notallofusarelikethat,Ibelieve

intruelove.CallitstupidbutIactuallybelieve

thatI'llhaveafamilyoneday,ahusband,our

threechildrenandtwodogs.

Trevor:(laughed)Wow,that'squitedetailed

Me:(laughed)Iswear,you'llsee...I'llachieveit.

Trevor:Tellyouwhat,cutapicturethathasyour

idealdreamfamilyandpasteitonthefridge,

you'llrememberthatdreameverymorning

whenyouwalkinthekitchen...

Me:(smiled)Ineverthoughtofthat...

Bakangknockedandstuckhisheadin,he

lookedatmeandTrevorthenhewalkedinand

closedthedoor....Heleanedoverandkissed

methenhepulledthechairandsatdownfacing

Trevor....



Bakang:(staringathim)What'sgoingon?

Trevor:(clearedhisthroat)Heyman...Shejust

cametogivemeyourkeys-

Bakang:(shrunkhisstaringathim)Trevorare

youtryingtodoublecrossme?

Trevor:YouknowIwouldneverdothat-

Bakang:(pushedhisentirepaperfiletohisface)

Thenwhatisthis?

TrevorleapedupthenBakanggotonhisface,i

gotupandheldBakang'sarmpullinghim

back....

Me:Stopit,hedidn'tknowiwascoming....Can

wego?Let'sgo...

Bakang:(lookingatme)Sothisismovingon?



(turnedtohim)Youknowbetterthanthat....I

madeyouandicanbreakyou.Icantakeaway

allthese...

Trevor:(staringathim)Ihaven'ttouchedher..

Bakang:Good,keepitthatway....

Trevor:Okay,Clear...I'llkeepitthatway.

Hegrabbedmywristandledmeout,ipushed

myhairbackaswequicklygotdownthestairs

headingforthedoortheniturnedandlooked

up,Trevorwasleaningonthestairbarlooking

atustakingoffhistie.....

Bakangdraggedmetotheparkinglotand

bangedmeagainstthecar....

Bakang:Areyousleepingwithmyfriend?



Me:(angrily)WampolaaBakang...(puthiskeys

ontopofthecar)Hereareyourkeys,I'lltakea

taxi

Bakang:(pulledmeback)Getinthecar,stop

beingdramatic...

Me:Idon'twanttogetinthecar

Bakang:(angrily)Idon'tcarewhatyouwant,get

inthecar,kantekeengoratagorapelwayaana?

Otsaagorekekapalelwakegogotsenyamo

koloinggakebata?

Me:Gakebategotsenamokoloingobatagore

kereng?

Bakang:(openedthedoor)I'mgivingyouupto

threetogetinthecarbeforeimakeyougetin....

1...2...

Twoemployeespassedbyandlookedatus

thenIsighedtearfullyandgotinthecarto



avoidtheembarrassment,heclosedthedoor

andgotinthedriver'ssidethenhereversedand

droveoutclosingthewindows.....

Bakang:Nalediareyoutryingtoplayme?

Me:I'mnotplayingyouandyou'renotmy

boyfriend.

Bakang:Keepthatattitudeup,ketaabonagore

garetsenakontungotaatswelelaompuisa

makgakga....Keeptalking.

Ikeptquietashedroveoverthebridge,minutes

laterhesloweddownattheredlightstheni

lookedoutsidetemptedtogetout,helookedat

meandfacedtheroadtheniquicklyfiddledthe

doortryingtoopenbutitwaslocked,itriedto

rolldownthewindowsbuttheywerelockedas

well....



Bakang:(calmyturnedthemusicon)Puton

yourseatbeltotogaonkgolega....

Thegreenlightswitchedonthenhedrove

through.............

AlwaysremembertoLiketheinsert.Muchlove
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AtBakang'shouse....

Dudu:Ididn'tpoisonNaledi

Bakang:(walkedover)Keeplyingandseewhat

happens,I'llslapyou,doyouthinkI'mplaying

withyou?DoilookI'mjoking?(shekeptquiet)



Whatdidyoudo?(tearsrolleddownhercheeks)

KetagobetsakanaDuduetsang,waaitse?O

tsaagorekeashenama?

Dudu:Ididn'tdoanythingtohe-

Hesmackedheracrossthefacethenshefell

onthecouch,hegrabbedthecushionand

placeditonherfacepressingitdownasshe

kickedstrugglingtobreathe...Heexertedallhis

bodyweightonherfaceasshehelplessly

struggledscratchinghisarmsandkicking...her

limbsslowlygotweakandshestopped

strugglingthenhegotoffherandthrewaway

thecushionstaringather,hecheckedherpulse

andtookoffhist-shirtthenwalkedtothe

windowholdinghist-shirt,hemovedthe

curtainslookingoutsideandlockedthedoor...

Hemadehiswaytothebedroomandslowly



openedthedoor,hewalkedtowardsthebaby's

cotandcheckedonher,shewaspeacefully

sleepinginhercribthenhefixedhersheetand

walkedoutclosingthedoor.

Heopenedthepantryandgrabbedoneofthe

oldwinebottlesthenhefilledtheglassand

draggedhisfeettothelivingroom,hesatnext

toherandcheckedherpulseagainthenquickly

tookouthisphoneandcalledhisfather...

Him:Hello?

Bakang:(frustratedlyrolledthewineglasson

hisforehead)....

Him:Mido?

Bakang:Dadcanyoucometomyhouse?

Him:Why?

Bakang:(swallowed)Ithinkikilled



Duduetsang...

Him:What?

Hismother:(inthebackground)Whatisit?

Him:Hethinkshekilledhisgirlfriend

Hismother:Let'sgo,whereishe?

Him:Wearecoming,haveyoutoldanyone?

Bakang:No

Him:Lockthedooranddon'tcallanyone,ihope

you'renotdrinkingbecausethisneedsasober

mind.

Bakang:Pleasehurry,I'mfreakingout....

Him:Whatexactlydidyoudotoher?Didyou

stabher?

Bakang:Ismotheredher

Hismother:MyGod

Him:DoCPRuntiligetthere,don'tstopuntili

getthere.Doyouunderstandme?



Bakang:Hurryup!I'mfreakingout.

Hehangupandcheckedherpulseagainthen

heputtheglassonthetableanddraggedher

onthecarpet.Heperformedmouthtomouth

onherthenhecheckedherpulseandthought

hefeltsomethingbuthewasshakingsomuch

hewasn'tsureitwasherpulseorhim

shaking.......

Minuteslaterhisparentsknockedonthedoor,

heopenedandtheywalkedinthenhelockedit

again...Hisfatherjoinedhimonthecarpetas

theytookturns....

Queen:(angrily)Ican'tbelieveyoudidthisMido,

doyouknowhowmuchthisisgoingtocostus?

Theproblemwithyouisthatyouneveractually

payforthesebribes-



King:(snapped)Notnowplease

Thebabycriedinthebedroomthensheputher

phonedownandhurriedin,meanwhileDudu

gaspedandcoughed...

King:(sighedinrelief)ThankGod

Bakang:(heavedasigh)shit...

DudulookedatBakangfearfullyandcovered

hermouthcrying,thekinghuggedherasshe

criedloudly...

King:I'msorry....

Bakanggotupandgrabbedhiswine,hestood

bythewindowandstaredoutsideashismother



walkedinholdingthebaby.Duduslowlygotup

thenhismotherhandedherthebaby,shecried

holdingherbabytightly,thequeenhuggedthem

bothasDuducontinuedcrying,stillshaken....

Queen:You'refine...You'llbeokay...

ThekinglookedatBakangashesippedwine

andangrilyslappedtheglassoffhishand....the

redwinespilledonhischestandbrokeonthe

tilestaininghiswhitesneakers...

King:Obonagoreamporeonkgolega?

Bakang:(rubbedhisfaintsixpack)Sheput

somethinginNaledi'sfoodandnowilostmy

sonbecauseofher,asksheherwhatshedid...

King:Idon'tcarewhatshedid!Doyourealise

howmuchthiscanaffectme?



Bakang:Ohyeahthat'sright,I'mthePrinceand

ngwanawakgosigaatshwanelagodiradi

phoso,I'msooverthatstage...thisismylife,my

mistakesandmychoices,don'tmakethem

yoursjustbecauseyouwantmetobeaking,I

didn'tgotoschooltobeaking,ruleyourpeople

alone.I'mnotpartofthat,thereisnothingfancy

aboutit.

King:(tookaverydeepbreath)Putonyourt-

shirt,youlooklikeathugattackingthemother

ofyourchildwithyourdaughterlayinginthe

nextroom,(angrily)Lookatthis

woman...(pointedather)Lookather,doyou

seetheamountoffearyoujustputinher?

That'sthewomanwhogaveyouadaughterand

youjusttriedtokillher,shejustgotupfromthe

deadandthat'sthesickresponseyougive?

Thatfeariswhatyoushouldbedealingwith....

Bakang:(heputonhist-shirt)Shekilledmyson,

whydoyouexpectmetofeelsorryforher?



Dudu:(crying)Bathongnnagakeadirasepe

Naledi,idon'tevenknowwhatpeopleuseto

poisonothers,ihaveneverdoneabortion

beforeidon'tknowanything.TheonlythingI'm

guiltyoflovingyou,lovingyouandaccepting

thatyoulovesomeoneelse.(tearsrollingdown

hercheeks)Ididn'tdoanythingtoheriswear

withmydaughter,mayGodtakemydaughters

liferightnowifI'mlying.MayGodtakeaway

everythingfrommeifI'mlying,mayGodsenda

lighteningtostrikemeatthismomentifI'm

lying....Bakangiloveyousomuchididn'tmind

seeingyougettinghappinessfromanother

woman,alliwantedwastobenexttoyouand

takecareofyou,that'salliwanted.Icould

neverdothattoyourchildbecauseiloveyou,i

didn'tpoisonNalediiswear.

Bakang:I'mnotfallingforthat,getoutofmy

house

Queen:(lookingatDuduasshecried)Midoshe



didn'tdoit,icantellshedidn'tdoit...

Bakang:(openedthedoor)Getout....

King:Kantekeengosabategoutwangwanayo

wabatho?

Bakang:Iwantheroutofmyhouse,sheis

connivingandicanseerightthroughher.

King:Ayekae?Didn'tyousayshehad

differenceswithhermother?Ayekaeka

ngwana?

Bakang:Shecanleavemydaughter,that'swho

I'mresponsiblefor.Sheisnotmyresponsibility.

Queen:(sighed)Dudugivemethebabyandgo

getyourbagsreyelapengngwanaka,nnaMido

gaadirajaanaompetsapelomogomaswe.Di

Miscarriagetsedikanatsetharotsabasimane

Godshouldhaveletjustoneboylivebecause

thisoneisclearlynotresponsiblenorishean

heir.



Duduhandedoverthebaby,minuteslatershe

walkedoutwithherbags....

Kgosi:TsaadibeketseomogoDuduoditsenye

mokoloing...

Hegotthebagsandloadedthemashisparents

followedhim,Dudusilentlywalkedbehindthem

withherarmsfolded,shelookedathimashe

loadedthebags,shecouldfeeltheloveshehad

forhimfromwithinevenafterwhathehad

done...hewasstillfuriousbutalittleremorse

wouldmakeherfeelbetter,hewasn'tgivingany

ofthatandnothisparentswouldconvincehim

otherwise.Heclosedthetrunkandwalked

away....



Queen:Tsenamokoloingretsamae,osekawa

motsenyamothogongyoo..Abesetsogile.

Shegotinthecarandsatnexttoherbabythen

hisfatherdroveout.....

AttheKing'shouse.......

Minuteslatertheyparkedthecar,theQueen

carriedthebabyasDuduuncomfortablywalked

besidesher...

Queen:Dorcas?

Dorcas:(walkedoutofthekitchenwipingher

hands)Maa?

Queen:Pleasebringmebagsinthecar

Dorcas:Emma....



Shequicklywalkedout,thequeenopenedthe

guestroomandputthebaby'scarrieronthe

bed....

Queen:Dorcuswillcleanthisroomforyou,it's

clean...It'sjusttodustitsoPrincessdoesn't

getfluorbedbugs..

Dudu:Emma

Queen:(lookingather)Ibelieveyou...

Dudu:Why?

Queen:Youdon'thavethegutstodoit,

personallyidon'tthinkyoucanhandlemyson

becauseyouseemtobetoosoft.Bakang

doesn'tneedthatkindofawomanbutifyou

lovehimwhoamitojudge.

Thekingknockedonthedoor,theladiesturned



andlookedathimashewalkedinandsaton

thestool....

King:Duduwhatisgoingtohappen?Imean

aboutwhatMidojustdid...

Dudu:Ihaven'tthoughtaboutit

King:Willyoupleaseforgivehim?Iapologiseon

hisbehalf,wecan'taffordtohavethisouton

themedia...Youknowjournalistsarealways

lookingforsomethinglikethistoruinroyal

familiesandselltheirpapers.

Dudu:Iknow...

Queen:I'msureyoutwocanworkthisout,see

acounsellororjustgivehimtimetodigestthe

badnewsaboutNaledi,otaasiamaabolebua

dilotsalona.Kanagasegonengwetsiyame?

Dudu:Kegone

King:Justgivehimtime,hewillcomearound



andyouknowasecretisforone,ifyoutell

anyoneitwillgoout...Royalfamilieshavedeep

secretsandyou'repartofusnow,ifyoucan't

keepthisonelittlesecretwouldyouconsider

yourselfaqueenofBatawana?(sheshookher

head)Eyesareonyouastheprince'sgirlfriend,

protecthiminpublicanddealwithhisproblems

privately.Weareheretohelpyouandthingswill

workoutjustfine.

Dudu:Iunderstand

Queen:Iunderstandyou'renotworkingso,your

fatherandiwillputourheadstogetherandfind

youaplacetostay,yourownhouse...Not

rentingbutyourveryown,you'refamilynowand

ofcoursewewanttomakesureour

grandchildrenhaveagoodhome.

Dudu:(smiled)Thankyou....

King:(stood)Thankforunderstandingmy

daughter...



Queen:Dorcaswillbringfood,pleasefeelfree

toeatwhateveryouwantandlaydown,o

motsetsi...Ifyouneedanythingtellmeortell

Dorcas,shehasbeenourhousehelperfor

years,shechangedMido'sdiapers

Dudu:(laughed)Emma

Queen:(laughed)Sheishissecondmother...

Feelfreewithher...

AtTrevor'shouse....

Bakangknocked,Trevoropenedthedoor

shirtlessthenBakangwalkedin...

Trevor:Manyou'reamess,areyouokay?

Bakang:(Satdownandlaidback)mylifeis

messedup...Idon'tknowwhattodo,Naledi

doesn'ttalktomeandsheblamesmeforour



son'sdeath.Idon'tevenknowifshewillletme

seehimbeforehisburial.

Trevor:Shehasapoint,youshouldhavebeen

faithfultoherorrefusedthatofferifyoureally

lovedher

Bakang:(tearfully)Ishouldhaveandrightnowi

justwanttoloveherbutoagana...(rubbedhis

eyes)I'mjustweak....(swallowed)Shemakes

meweak,ketsenwakestress

Trevor:(pathimontheshoulder)Givehertime

toheal,whenshehasacceptedherlossmakea

move,thistimegiveityourall.Ifyoutreata

womanrightshewon'tstressyoubutgiveher

time....don'tfuckaroundwhilewaitingfora

chancewithherbecauseifshelovesyoushe

willbewatchingyou,youmustbeworthgiving

achance.

Bakang:Yeahyou'reright....

Trevor:(stoodupandsmackedhimontheback)



Getup,let'sgoplaypoolatSediehotel,that

shouldeasethepain....

Bakang:Yeah......

Trevor:Sostillbornsalsogetburiedlike

everyone?

Bakang:Yes,theytoldmeihavetobuyacoffin..

Trevor:Uhsorrylaitiaka,iknowyouwere

excitedaboutthisbaby...Ican'timagineyour

disappointment.

Bakang:IwishwecouldtryagainbutNaledia

dirajaanagakeitse

Trevor:Shewillbefine,givehertime...

AttheKing'shouse...

ResegoknockedthenDuduresponded,she

stuckherheadinsandsmiledlookingatthe



baby....

Rese:HeyPrincess...Awwwsheissogrown

Dudu:Thanks...

Rese:(liftedherandkissedher)Wow...Dinko

tsagaMidoketseo....(tickledthebabywithher

nose)DinkotsagaMidoketseo...Kitseo....(to

Dudu)Sheisgrowingsoquick

Dudu:Thanks

Rese:Iheardwhathappened,areyouokay?

Dudu:YeahI'mfine

Rese:Sowhatreallyhappenedbetweenyou

andNaledi?

Dudu:Wehadanargumentandithinkmy

mistakewastothinkshecanpoisonme

becausenowBKthinksipoisonedher.

Rese:Baagotholela,Mamahadthree



Miscarriagesandallthreewereboys,shewas

around6and7monthseachtime,Midocame

lastandlivedbyamiracle,hewasbornmama

ale7monthspregnantandhewasinan

incubatorfor2weeks,wewereallscared

thinkinghewon'tmakeitbuthedid.

Miscarriageshappenalot,whenshetoldmeit

wasaboyifeltsorryforherbutididn'twantto

scareherbytellingherthatronawemiscarry

boys.Iknowpeopledon'tbelieveinwitchcraft

butijustthinkithastodowithmyfather..onea

tshwareletsebogosigoremotogolowagagwe

agolemmejaanongomonohelagagobuiwa

kagoneelacousinyaronabogosi.

Dudu:ThankGodonemorepersonbelievesme,

ithinkeveryoneisgoingtobelieveididitbut

don'tyouthinkithastodowithgenes?Idon't

believeinmagicgongwekedigene

Rese:Gakeitsemma...I'mnotsure



Atthehome.......

ThenextafternoonIsteppedoutofthecarand

slowlywalkedinthehouseasmymother

supportedme,thereweremattressesinthe

livingroomandmymomdirectedmetomine

whereilaiddown....

Minuteslatermysonswhitelittlecoffinpassed

tothebedroom,justknowinghewashomebut

notbreathingbroughttearstomyeyesandi

criedevenmore...

Mama:DidimalaNaledi,inashortwhilewewill

begoingtothegraveyard,wearewaitingfor

theroyalfamily,assoonastheygetherewe

willleave...Bakang'sfathersaidthey'reontheir

wayhere.



MinuteslaterBakangandhisparentsarrived,

hekeptlookingatmebutididn'twanttomake

eyecontactwithhim.Afterashortprayerweall

gotinthecarsanddrovetothegraveyard...........

6WEEKSLATER.................
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AtBakang'shouse....

Hestoppedthecarandgotoutasiremained

seated,heopenedmydoorandstaredatme...

Bakang:Let'sgo....

Me:Whydon'twetalkinthecar?



Bakang:Nalediwantapisawaitse?I'mtiredof

beggingyou...Otogaoregakeasiama.Can't

youjustbesubmissiveforonceinyourlife?

Nnakanakekgonagogobetsakentsekego

rata.I'llbeatyousobadyou'llwonderifIreally

loveyou,justtodisciplineyoubecauseontsaa

jaakasemata.

Iremovedtheseatbeltandfollowedhiminside

thehouse,heclosedthedoorandtookoffhis

jacketlookingatmewhileisatonthecouch.

Hesatnexttomeandheldmyhandsstaringat

me...

Bakang:I'msorryforeverythingwehavebeen

goingthrough,iunderstandyourangerbutilost

asontoo,I'mhurtingaswell.Imightnotbe

cryingbutthatdoesn'tmeanidon'tcare.It'smy

faultthatallthesehappened,ishouldhave



protectedyoubutididn't,Nalediihaven'tdone

muchbadmoelenggoreyoucandumpmefor

this,wedatedforafewmonths...Youcan't

judgemewithsuchashortperiodoftime.Hadi

deliberatelyhurtyouIwouldunderstandbutthis

wholethingisourfault,bothofusbecausewe

allowedDudutogetbetweenus.Shedidn't

havetobewithus,shethrewmehintsandi

didn'trejecther,shesoldyouaperfectdream

ofahappypolygamousfamilyandyouboughtit.

Canwenowlookbackandsaythatwasone

hellofalesson?Canwemoveonnow?Canwe

startover?(igotreadytospeakthenheputhis

fingeronmylips)Thinkaboutitfirst...Don't

listentorespond...Listentounderstand...Think

-about-everything-i-said.

Ilookedinhiseyesashedesperatelystaredat

me...



Me:Idon'tthinkyoucangivemewhatiwant,i

don'twanttobewithyou.I'msorry...

Bakang:(letgoofmyhandsandrubbedhis

headfacingdown)Why?

Me:BecauseyouloveDuduetsangandidon't

wanttolivetherestofmylifewonderingif

you'resleepingwithherwhenyougotosee

yourdaughter.Iknowshewon'tresistyouandi

alsoknowyoustillloveher...Youdidn'tmind

spendinganightwithherwhileiwasinthenext

room.

Bakang:Ican'tbelieveyou'reusingthatagainst

me,youagreedtothatnonsenseandnowI'm

gettingjudgedforagreeingwithyou?...(angrily)

Whocameupwiththeideaofjumpingbetween

therooms?

Me:Idon'tcare,youshouldhaverefused

Bakang:Whydidn'tyourefuse?Doesthatmean

youlovemeless?Lessenoughtoshareme



withanotherwoman?

Me:Idon'tknowwhatiwasthinkingbutiknow

whatI'mthinkingnow,iwaspregnantand

desperate...Youliedtomeaboutherandi

thoughtiwouldloseyouifididn'tagreeto

sharewithherbecauseshehadyourchildand

youdatedherforalongtime.

Bakang:Wecangobackandforthaboutthis

wewon'tagree,canwetalkaboutthefuture?I

wantyouandidon'twantDudu...Iwanttobe

withyou,doyouwantmeornot?

Me:Not...

Bakang:(sigheddefeated)Okay

Me:Andiwantyoutotakeyourcartoo..

Bakang:(clenchedhisjawstearfully)

Okay...(lickedhisdrylipstearfully)Isthere

anythingelse?

Me:No



Hestoodupandsighedlookingatme,icould

tellhewashurtingandhopelessbutihadtodo

whatihadtodo...

Bakang:Areyeke-(hisvoicetrailedoffandhe

clearedhisvoice)Areyekegoisekolapeng...

Me:Thanks

Wegotinthecaranddrovehome,wedidn'tsay

muchtooneanotheruntilheparkedatthegate,

heturnedandlookedatmeasiremovedthe

seatbeltthenhegrabbedmywristandstared

inmyeyes,hiseyeswerereddishandhelooked

likehewasabouttoexplodeintears.

Bakang:Iloveyou...(blinkedandheavedasigh

torelax)Idon'tknowwhattosaytoyougoreo



dumelegoregakebateDuduetsang,iwas

selfishforagreeingbutiloveyo-(heletgoof

myhandcoveredhiseyesastearsfellonhis

tears)Goshapo,tsamaa....

Istoodatthedoortearfullylookingathimashe

puthisforeheadonthesteeringwheel,iwanted

tohughimandtellhimilovedhimbutIdidn't

wanttocompetewithDuduetsang,shewas

morehardworkingthaniwas,shewasthe

perfectwifeforhim.Iclosedthedoorand

walkedinthegate.…afterwalkingafewstepsi

turnedaroundandlookedathim,hewasstill

watchingme...Ipausedlookingathimthenhe

gavemeathumbsup,iwavedathimandhe

reversedthecar........

Irubbedmyeyesasiapproachedthehouse,my

motherandourrelativeswerepreparingforthe



lastmeetingsbeforemybrother'swedding.I

greetedthemallandwalkedinthehouse...

Mama:(walkedin)Pleasemaketeafor

everyone...

Me:(laughedtakingoffmyclothes)Iwasgoing

todoitmama...It'smyduty

Mama:(smiled)Thanksmygirl.....

AtTuelo'shouse....

Hetookoutthegifthehadwrappedwithapink

coverandplaceditonthetablethenheheldhis

waistlookingaroundthehouse,everythinghad

tobeperfectforher...Hecheckedhistime

againandsatonthecouch,shewas2hours

late...Hedialedhernumber.....



Her:Hello?

Tuelo:Babeit'sbeen2hoursnow,didn'tyou

sayyou'reonyourway?

Her:(sighed)Aish...I'mkindofbusywith

something.I'llseeyounextweekkebusytota.

Tuelo:Sowhydidn'tyoutellmethisyesterday

gakegokopagoreotekwano?Andyouhadto

makemewaitfor2hourstoletmeknowyou're

busy?

Her:Ididn'twanttodisappointyou,you

soundedalittledesperate-

Tuelo:Isoundeddesperate?

Her:Ididn'tmeanitliketha-

Malevoice:(inthebackground)Obualemang?

Her:It'sjus-

Shehungupthenhesighedrubbinghiseyesin



disbelief....

Tuelo:(laughed)Wow....

Hedeletedhermessagesandhercontact,there

wasaknockatthedoorthenheopened,

Bakangwalkedinandsatonthecouch...

Tuelo:Whathappened?

Bakang:(sighedtearfully)Idon'tthinkNaledi

wampata...Ihavetriedeverything,itriedtobe

patient,itriedtouseforcebutshestillsaysthe

samething.(rubbedthetearsoffhiseyes

hidinghisface)Idon'tknowwhatI'mgoingto

do...ireallyloveher.

Tuelo:Ronalaitiakahabanyanabare

performelarelebahela,someofthesethings

youjustlaughthemoffandleaveitlikethat.



Bakang:Ican'tleaveitlikethat..Iloveher

Tuelo:Ihearyouandiunderstandyoubutthere

isnopointcryingforawomanwhodoesn'tcare,

maybeisbecausewomenneverrejectyou

that'swhyithurts,iremembermyfirstrejection

lennaicriedbutastimegoesonoatwaelagorr

monnaoaganwait'spartofbeingaman,not

everywomanyouwantwillwantyouthat'swhy

youhavetoappreciategodumelwahelaka

bogone.(grabbedthegiftbox)Igotthisthing

forNomsabutshedidn'tcomeandyouknowi

havebeenbeggingherforawhile,shehasbeen

avoidingmeandiknewshewascheating

thoughnnekesabotsebecausegakenaproof.I

justspoketoherandsomeguyspokeinthe

background,ketshegilehelaabokemotogelaa

ntsejalobecausennagakebonemosolawago

betsamothoasagobate.I'mnotgoingto

harassheroranything,ketswahelamogoene.

Bakang:NnammegankakekalesaNaledi,she



doesn'tknowwhatshewants.Imadethesame

mistakewalkingawayfromDudu,I'mnotdoing

itagainwithNaledi.

Tuelo:Butgivehersomespaceeejusttoseeif

she'llchangehermind,don'tbeinherface

becauselewenayou'resensitive,this

miscarriagebrokeyoudowntrustmenna

keagobonagoresantseonalestress,when

twostressedpeopleargueitbecomesabig

fightandtheonewithamusclewilldomore

damagesogiveyourselftime,givehertimeto

mourn,letafewmonthspassthenmakeafew

gentlemoves,notusingforce...

Bakang:(nodded)Okaythatsoundsbetterthan

givingup...waaitsegoreTrevorobataNaledi?

Tuelo:What?Trevwouldneverdothat....

Bakang:Oammata

Tuelo:Why?Becauseofthefunny

complicationshegives?Trevorisajoker,he



alwayshassomethingnicetosayabout

everyone.

Bakang:No,it'smorethan...Icanfeelit,todayi

foundherinhisofficeandhewasn't

comfortable,hepanicked...Hedidn'tevenknow

whattosay.

Tuelo:Hisoffice?Whatwasshedoingthere?

Bakang:Apparentlyshecametogivehimthe

BMWkeys

Tuelo:Whywouldheagree?Heknowsweare

notsupposedtogetitakeremalobaore

boleletsegoresheistryingtogiveitback.

Bakang:That'smypoint,whydidn'thesayno...

Trevorshouldn'tplaymebecauseI'llbevery

cruel,ifhewantstoseehowcruelicanbehe

shouldthinkaboutNalediinthatkindofway.

Tuelo:No,guysgaennayalogaenneshapo.

Didyoutalktohim?



Bakang:IwarnedhimandI'mnotgoingtowarn

himagain.

Tuelo:(dialedhisnumber)No,wehavetosolve

thisbeforeitgetsoutofhand...

Trevor:Hello?

Tuelo:Hey,canyoupassbymyhousesowe

cantalk?

Trevor:Ican't,I'matmymother'splace,I'm

helpingherwithsomething,I'llseeyou

tomorrow.

Tuelo:I'llcomeoverthere,itwon'ttakelong.

Trevor:Alright

Tuelo:Shapo(hehungup)Hesoundsguilty..

Let'sgo.

Bakang:Temookaekante?

Tuelo:Ithinkhisgirlfriendispregnantor

something,malobaheboughttwopregnancy

testkitsbutneasabategobuasepekakgang



yateng.

Bakang:(laughed)Sheisalittlefattoo,ojele

sengwelaitaame

Tuelo:Weshouldpassbyhisplace(laughed)I

needtobeseriousaboutfindingagirlfriend,la

ntshiakatemabanna

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff....

AtTrevor'smom's......

Trevoropenedhiscarasloudmusicplayed,he

grabbedhisbluejumpsuitstainedwithpaint

andputitonashismotherwalkedover....

Her:Ithoughtthisweekendyou'llrest,whereis

yourbigbrother?



Trevor:Heisbusy,heispreparingtogoto

Johannesburgtocollectmorecars,hegotalot

ofordersthismonth.

Her:Butpaintingthisbighousealoneisgoing

tostrainyou

Trevor:(laughed)Paintingisn'tashardasit

seems,DanieldidtheoutsideI'mdoingthe

inside,wecan'thireapainterbecauseweare

savingcashtogetyounewfurniture.

Her:Idon'twantyouboystospendtoomuch

onme,that'swhyyoudon'thavegirlfriends...I

wantgrandchildrenbeforeIdie

Trevor:(laughedstirringthepaint)Banabaa

tura,gobatareheditsekawenapele

Her:Idon'tlikethatmypovertyismakingyou

twodelayyourlivessoyoucanchangemylife

first,seeingyoutwowithyourwivesand

childrenwillbeenoughforme,idon'tcare

aboutallthese



Trevor:Butwecan'tbedrivingnicecarswhile

you'restayinginatworoomedhouseusinga

pitlatrinetoiletwhenyousentustouniversities,

itwouldn'tmakesense

Her:Mmekanagakenagolalalebonyebasadi

kanagorayagoregalebeche

Trevor:(laughed)Hahahauwiii...

Her:(laughed)NawaatshegaThereva...Monna

yoosathubegeleekgarebeoganwakebasadi,

monnawatengakakewammonaanalekala.

Trevor:(laughed)Hehehebarekala...Hae...

Her:istayalone,ineedgrandchildrenplaying

aroundherelennaerekadikherrsmasegotale

banababanaledingwetsirejenubijararothe.

Trevor:(laughed)I'llmakeyouonegrandchild

nextyearbutyou'llbebabysittingwithouta

complaintandyou'lllovethemotheraker?

Her:AslongassheisrespectfulI'llloveher



(laughedwalkingaway)andI'llbabysitthatbaby

witha'whiteheart'lehalekantogelaleene

kgweditsepedikesiame....

Helaughedandwalkedinsidewiththebucket

ofpaintandbeguntopainting,minuteslater

Bakangandhisfriendsparkednexttohiscar

andwalkedin....

Tuelo:(lookingaround)Kanteoitsegopenta

bosmartyaananemonna?

Trevor:(lookedaround)Itry...

Temo:(shoulderbumped)Hey

Trevor:what'sup?

Anawkwardsilencepassedastheguysstood

inthemiddleofthebedroom...



Tuelo:Ketsaagorewaaitsegoreretetseakere?

Trevor:(lookedatBK)Yeah...

Tuelo:Butjustforthesakeofknowing,doyou

wantNaledi?

Trevor:(helookedatallofthemastheystared

backathim)No,idon't...

Bakang:Whydidyouagreetotakethecarkeys

fromher?

Trevor:Idon'tthinkthereisuseinrefusingto

getiteventuallyshewillparkitonthesideof

theroadandleaveitgaasaebatebutshecame

tomeandididn'tthinkitwasfairtorefuse,she

neverdidanythingtomeihadnoreasonto

treatherbad.

Bakang:(walkedover)Idon'tbelieveanyofthat

bullshit.(lookedatfullbucketofpaint)I'llkick

thisbucketifyoudon'tgetserious...Ketae



tsholetsakegoetshelayothe...

Tuelo:(blockedhimwithhisarm)Coolit,were

arenotheretofight(toTrevor)sothat'sallthat

happened?

Trevor:Yeah

Tuelo:Youdidn'tmakeanymovesonheror

anything?

Trevor:Nothinghappened,whatdoyouwant

metosay?

Temo:Guysibelievehim,BKthisis

crazy...Trevorwouldneverdothat.Let'snotlet

thiscomebetweenus,weareadults..Treyused

hisjudgementtomakeadecision,iwouldhave

definitelyrefusedbutweallknowhealways

doessomethingdifferentfromwhatweall

agreeon.Thereisnothingsurprisingabout

that...Thisischildish.

Tuelo:Ialsobelievehim,Bakangkanaonalele

stressandifyouletitinsomuchitwillmake



youthinkeveryoneisbetrayingyou.Trevor

soundsconvincing,imeanmaybehefeltsorry

forherbuttowanther?Comeon...

Bakang:(staringathim)Myhearttellsmeyou

wantherbutI'llletitgo,maybeit'sinmyhead

soI'msorry...

Temo:Sayitlikeyoumeanit

Bakang:Imeanit,I'msorry....(shoulder

bumped)I'msorry,ihavebeenunderalotof

stress...I'msorry

Trevor:It'sokay,forgetit...

Theyallsighed,Trevor'sphoneranginhisback

pocketandhelookedatthescreen,speakof

thedevil...Hefrozestaringatitforaminute

thenherejectedthecallandputthephoneback

inthepocket.....BKstaredathimandhestared

backathim....



Temo:(sighed)Alright,nowthatthishasbeen

settledcanwego?(checkedhistime)I'm

expectingso-

Trevor:(smiled)Congratulations,that'sgreat

Tuelo:(smiledandsqueezedhisshoulder)

Congratulationsman,iknewit...

Bakang:(smiled)Congratulations,don'tstress

heroryou'lllosehim..

Temo:Thanksguys,socanwego?I'llhelpyou

outnextweekendthemonnaTrey

Trevor:Sure,noproblem...

Tuelo:(smackedhimontheback)Shapoakere?

Trevor:Sure

Tuelo:Tagochekakamosoreheleletsa,how

manyroomshaveyoudone?

Trevor:Ididthekitchen,bathroomandthe



toilet...

Tuelo:Thereisstillalot,wewilldoit...

Trevor:Shapo...

Theyallwalkedoutandgotinthecar,Trevor

stoodbythewindowwatchingthemdrive

away......

Atmymother'shouse....

Iwashedthecupseveryonehadusedasmy

motherbidourrelativesgoodbye,shewalkedin

andgrabbedherOrosinthefridge....

Mama:AbalengandReneifinallysetthedate...

Me:The25th?

Mama:Howdoyouknow?



Me:(laughed)Reneitoldme...Ican'twait...

Mama:Gasekookekwanogonyadisakanake

poko....

Me:(laughed)Taberebinaxhondosisole

sekhumbaloountilsunrise....I'lldanceuntili

breakaleg...

Shelaughedandjoinedotherladiesoutside,i

hadneverseenmymothersoexcited...My

phonerang...

Me:Hello?

Trevor:Hey..

Me:Hi,iwantedtosayI'msorryforgettingyou

involvedinthisdramabycomingtoyo-

Trevor:Areyoubusy?

Me:(frowned)Not-really,why?



Trevor:Ineedhelpwithsomethingthat'sifyou

don'tmindgettingdirty...

Me:(laughed)Whatkindofdirt?

Trevor:(laughed)Mmaweedoyoumindgetting

dirtyornot?

Me:(laughed)Iguessioweyouforgettingyou

harassed....

Trevor:Good,areyouatyourmom'soryour

house?

Me:Mymother's,doyouknowit?

Trevor:YeahBakangoncecamethererelemo

koloing.

Me:Alright,bye

Trevor:Oaparejeanlemachesaautwa?

Me:Okay.Bye

Ihungupwithasmilebitingmytongueand



quicklyfinishedcleaningthekitchenthenitook

abathandworkedonmymakeup....

Minuteslaterhepagedme,thankGodmy

motherandauntieswerenowinsidethehouse.

Isaidmygoodbyesandhurriedout...

Hesmiledasigotinthecarthenhereversed....

Trevor:Hi

Me:Hi...

Trevor:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thanks...I'msorryaboutearlie-

Trevor:Don'tworryaboutit,icanhandlehim.

(handedmeajuice)Here....Ididn'tknowwhat

tobringforyou.

Me:It'sperfect,thanks....



AtTrevor'smother's......

Minuteslaterhedrovethroughthegate,their

yardwasbigbutonlyhadanoldunpainted2

roomedhouse,apitlatrineatthecornerand

anotherbignewlybuilt2bedroomedhouse...

Thefencewasnewandtheoldonewasstill

layingonthefreshlydugsoil...

Heparkedinfrontofthenewhouseand

openedallthecardoors,heturnedupthe

musicandgotoutasmallcoolerbox....

Trevor:Let'sgo....

Wewalkedinsidetheemptyhouseandhe

placedthecoolerboxonthewhiteplastic



chair....

Trevor:(takingoffhist-shirt)Thisiswherei

grewup...(threwthet-shirtover)Putthisone

soyoudon'tmessupyourt-shirt...

Me:(puttingiton)Whosehouseisthis?

Trevor:It'smymother's

Me:It'sbeautiful...(laughed)Whowouldhave

thoughtmonnaomosweujaakawenaogoletse

mo2rumsing,kemathata

Trevor:(laughedputtingonhisoveralls)my

brotherandisleptinthesittingroom...Otaa

mmonanakonngwe,hisnameisDaniel.Itwasa

bittough,mybrotherotsentsemotakasewith

hisfirstsalary

Me:Hesoundsgreat....

Trevor:Heis...(heldmyhand)comehere....

Thisiswhatyoudo...(gavemeahandbrush)



Myrollercan'treachthistinyspacessowena

youpaintwiththislittlebrush.

Me:(smiled)Okay....

Icouldtastehisbreathasheheldmyhand

showingmehowtopaint,hetaughtmelooking

straightinmyeyesandismiledgettinghis

instructions....

Trevor:Oatshwaraakere?

Me:Yeah..

Hegrabbedhisrollerandbegunpaintingasi

paintedfrommylittlecontainer....

Me:Caniaskyousomething?

Trevor:Yeahsure



Me:WhatdidBakangmeanwhenhesaidhe

madeyouandhecanbreakyou?

Trevor:(turnedandlookedatme)mymother

wastheirsecondmaid,shemostlyworked

outsidewhileDorcas,iknowifyouknowher

Me:Iheardabouther

Trevor:Yeahsomymotherworkedoutside,she

swepttheyard,washedtheirdogs,etcshe

basicallydidallthedutiesoutsidethehouse..

BKwasn'tallowedtoplaywithkidsfromthe

neighbourhoodexceptotherrichkidsofcourse

somymotherwouldcomewithmeandiwould

helpheraround,whenevershefeltiwastired

shewouldtellmetositdownthat'swhenwe

wouldplaytogether,that'showwegottoknow

eachother.Oncemybrotherstartedworkinghe

toldmymothertostopworkingasamaid,he

supportedherandhelpedmefinishschoolbut

aftergraduationicouldn'tfindajob,mylate

fatherhadleftuseachaplotsoiborrowed



moneyfromBakangandbuiltthatB&B,

DiamondLuxuries....WeagreedthatIwould

startpayingnextyearbecausethebusiness

juststarted.

Me:Wow...Sohecansueyouandtakeitall

away?

Trevor:Yeahbutafterwhathappenedtoday,i

wishicouldgetaloanfromthebankandpay

himbutican'tbecauseigotaloantobuildthis

house...SoI'llbewalkingoneggshellsforat

least2yearsormorebecausesmallpayments

won'twork,ifhegetsangryhecanjustsueme.

Tomakemattersworseitwasaverbalcontract

so...

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosay...

Trevor:(smiled)Don'tsayanything...

Me:Sowereallyhavetostayawayfromeach

other

Trevor:Yeahweshould(walkedover)Youhave



alittlepaintonyourchin...

Hegentlyrubbedmychinstaringatme,icould

smellhisbreathandforsomereasonicouldn't

breathefreelywithhimstandingsoclosetome.

Heleanedoverandkissedmeasiclosedmy

eyesreceivinghissoftlips...Weheard

footstepsandmovedawayfromoneanotheras

hismotherwalkedinholdingabowl...

Her:Ijoo...sorrybongwakakeletseneletsehela,

Nakaregongweonosi...Ibroughtyou

somethingtoeat

Trevor:(rubbedhislipsandclearedhisthroat)

thankyou...

Ishamefullyfacedthewallrubbingmymouth

asTrevorputdownhisbrushandgotthebowl...



Her:(tome)Otaajadinawamme?

Me:(swallowed)Emma...

Her:I'llbringanotherbowl...

Me:Thankyou...

Shewalkedoutsideandwestaredatone

another,helaughedatmeasiwasshaking...

Trevor:(laughed)Relax,youlooklikeyouhave

seenaghost....

Me:(laughed)Don'tlaughit'snotfunny...…

Hegotaspoonfulofthedeliciouslysmelling

beansandfedme....



Me:(chewedsmiling)Mmhh...Theyhave

ngondiviakere?

Trevor:(smiled)Wowsoyouknowit?

Me:(gotthespoonandateagain)Areyou

kidding?mymotherusedtocookbeanswith

this...Thisislikedejavu

Trevor:(laughedandkissedmyforehead)I

didn'tthinkyou'dlikeit....(puthisarmaround

me)Let'sgoeatinthecar....

Wesatinthecar,hismotherhandedusanother

bowlandwalkedaway,weadjustedourcar

seatsandeatwhilelisteningtomusic.........
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AtTrevor'shouse....

Laterattwilightwewalkedinhishouseashe

closedthedoorandledmetothebathroom....

Trevor:(switchedonthelights)Youcanbath

firstwhileimakeussomethingtoeat...

Me:(followinghim)Ihopeit'snotsomething

heavy,I'mstillfull.Yourmotherisanexcellent

cook

Trevor:(turnedthetapsandgrabbedthefoam

bathbottle)Sheisverygoodwithtraditional

food.

Me:Idon'tknowmuchaboutthose

Trevor:She'lltutoryouandmaybeoneday

whenyou'reMrsBrownyoucancookforme



Me:(laughed)I'dlikethat....

Trevor:(openedhisshelves)Idoubtihavea

newwashingrag...Ohit'shere...(threwitinthe

water)Youcanusemyrobeoroneofthebig

towelsintheshelf.....(lookedaround)Arrrrh...

Whatelsedoyouneed?

Me:(smiled)IthinkI'mset...

Hewalkedoverandputhisarmsaroundmy

waistthenhetiltedhisheadandkissedme,he

sweptmylipswithhisthumbandkissedmeon

myforeheadthenhewalkedpassedmeand

closedthedoor...

AtBakang'sparents'……..

Heparkedundertheblueshadenexttohis

mother'scarthenheleanedbackandsighed...



Hehadsethimselfagoalofnotharassingher

foratleastaweek,maybeshewouldmisshim

andbegladtoreceiveacallfromhim.

Hesteppedoutandclosedthedoorwalking

towardsthehouse....

MeanwhileDudumovedthecurtainsandsaw

him,sheheavedasighandfixedherselfbefore

themirrorthenshewalkedoutcarryingher

daughter...

Bakangwalkedinandturnedtothekitchen

whereheopenedthefridgeasDorcaswas

cookingbythestove...

Bakang:Whereismywine?

Dorcas:Iputitinthebin,itoldyouthesedrinks



makesthefridgesmell...

Bakang:(turnedlookingather)Butitwaswine,

winedoesn'tsmellbadanditwasn'tevenan

openbottle.

Dorcas:Ican'tdifferentiatethem

Bakang:WenaMama...(walkedoverandlifted

thelid)Whatareyoucooking?

Dorcas:(smackedhishand)Itoldyounottodo

that...

Bakang:(Grabbedachilliespice)Ntsholela

namannagakebaterice...

Dorcas:No,youhavetowaitjustlikeeveryone

else...

Bakang:(heleanedagainstthecounterfolding

hisarms)Ketshwerweketalammekepalelwa

kegoja

Dorcas:Why?

Bakang:IwishIcouldbewithNaledi..Inever



knewiwasweakuntilshestartedtellingme

shedoesn'twantme.Ikeepwonderingwhyshe

doesn'twantme,ifiknewicouldfixit

Dorcas:Maybeit'sbecauseyouarealittlerude

Bakang:Butthat'sthething,ihaveneverbeen

rudetoherandshepissedmeoffseveraltimes

butijustcan'tberudetoher.Ican'tbring

myselftoevenslaphernomatterwhat...Ican't

hurther

Dorcas:Sheneedstime,thisgirldoesn'tknow

youlikeido...(dishedforhim)Ifshedidshe

wouldgiveyouachancebutithinkmorepeople

willjudgeyouwithyourbackground.Theysee

ngwanawakgosinotBakang...theyseearich

manandnotanintelligentmanwhoiswherehe

isbecauseofhiseducationandnotinheritance,

youhaven'tspentanyofyourinheritance,you

don'tthrowwildpartieslikemostoftheserich

people,asfarasIknowyoualwaysdated1girl

atatime.(grabbedplasticplateandfannedhis



foodcoolingit)Youhaveloanedeachand

everyoneofyourfriendsmoneyandnoneof

themhaspaidyoubackbutyou'restillfriends

withthem.Theonlyflawiknowyouhaveto

dealwithisbeingtoocontrolling.…youcan't

controleverything..(handedhimfood)Here,

finishit..

Bakang:(holdingaplate)I'mnotcontrolling,

whatdoyoumean?

Dorcas:Whatstressesyoumostaboutthisgirl

isthatyoucan'tcontrolher...That'swhathurts

themost,shelovesyou...Thatiknowbutsheis

toochildishandyouhatethat,youwishyou

coulddisciplineherbutyoudon'twanttohurt

herbecauseyouloveher,you'realsotooscared

ifyouunleashyourselfyou'llchaiseherawayso

you'refrustratedbecauseforonceinyourlife

youhavetobegsomeone...

Bakang:That'snottruebutfornowlet'ssayit

is...Hypothetically....Ifthatwastruewhat



wouldbethebestwaytogethertounderstand

howifeelaboutherandwhatmydreamsare

abouther?

Dorcas:(laughedlookingathim)Starteating,I'll

tellyou...(hestartedeatingasshewipedthe

table)Berespectfultoherandherwishes,be

thoughtfulandbetruetoher,that'sallittakes

towinawoman'sheart.

Bakang:(sighed)Okay...(walkingout)Isanyone

around?

Dorcas:Duduoteng...

HewalkedtowardstheloungeareawhereDudu

wassittingplayingwiththeirbaby,hehanded

hertheplateandliftedhisdaughtersmilingat

her....

Bakang:Heyladylady...(kissedher)Hey



sweetheart...(hesatdownandlaidheronhis

chestputtinghislegsonthetable)Howisshe?

Dudu:(eatinghisfood)Sheisfine,weare

movingouttomorrow...

Bakang:Toyourmother'shouse?

Dudu:No,tomyhouse...

Bakang:Oh,you'restillsellingyourstuff?

Dudu:No,yourparentsofferedtopayforthe

rentthreemonthsinadvance.

Bakang:Oh,howmuchisthehousepermonth?

Dudu:It's1.5,I'llstartsellinganddoinghair

onceIgetthere,it'sjustonehouseintheyard

soI'llbefreetorunwhateverbusinessesiwant

there,I'llevenbuyaTuckshopandbuystock...o

tantaletsa?

Bakang:Howmuchdoyouneed?

Dudu:I'mnotsure,idon'tknowhowmucha

tuckshopisandbesidesihavetobuy



hairpiecesfromSouthAfrica,atuckshopisjust

agoalaftersavingprofitfromsellinghair.

Bakang:(playingwithhisdaughter'sfingers)

Diralistyateng,I'llworksomethingout.Is

Princessgoingtoattendschool?

Dudu:Yesbutnotthismonth,nextmonth.

Bakang:Okay,Leeneomodirelebudgetin

advance.Idon'twanttohavetoborrowmoney

onthelastminute.

Dudu:I'lldothat...(staringathim)Thankyou

foryourhelp...

Bakang:(staringather)Yeah...(hefeltguilty

lookingatherface)I'msorryabout...

Dudu:Youhadeveryreasontodoubtme,Istill

can'tproveididn'tdoit

Bakang:(staringather)Didyou?

Dudu:(shookherhead)No,ididn't...Youwere

excitedabouthim,iwouldneverhurtyou.



Bakang:Okay...

Dudu:Don'tyouthinkitmightbethesame

problemyourmotherwentthroughbeforeshe

hadyou?Resegotoldmeshehadthree

miscarriagesbeforeyouandthatyouwerea

prematurebaby...

Bakang:Idon'tknowhowthatwouldaffect

Naledibutmiscarriageshappenso...(sighed)

I'msorryforthewayireactedtowardsyou,it

wasextremeand(rubbinghisdaughter'sback

gentlyasshedozedoff)Idoubtmydaughter

wouldbehappyifshehearditreatedyoulike

that,especiallyinherpresence.Iknowihavea

lottodealwithbutI'mworkingonbeingthis

reasonableguywhoisagooddad.Thisismy

firstbabysodon'thavehighexpectationsbutI'll

trymybesttodorightbyher.

Dudu:(smiled)You'redoinggreatsofar...

(stoodup)taomorobatsesheissleeping....



Heslowlygotupandfollowedhertothe

bedroom,sheclearedthecribthenheslowly

laidherdownandpulledoverhersheets,he

droppedhermosquitonetandzippeditthenhe

turnedaround,Duduputherarmsaroundhis

neckandkissedhimashestoodunresponsive,

heheldherwaistandgentlymovedherback...

Dudu:What'swrong?

Bakang:Ican'tbewithyouDudu,I'mjust

helpingyoubecauseyou'restayingwithmy

daughter...

Dudu:(tearfully)IloveyouBakang,whycan't

youseethat?WhatshouldIdotoprovemylove

foryou?(rubbedatear)I'lldoanythingyouwant,

whatisit?

Bakang:(walkedaway)Idon'tloveyouthat

much...I'msorry



Dudu:(pushedthedoorclosed)Whatchanged?

Bakang:IhaveagirlfriendDudu,Okay?That'sit.

Dudu:Didn'tsheleaveyou?

Bakang:Wearegoingthrougharoughpatch,it

doesn'tmeanihavetosleeparound...

Dudu:Soishouldfindaboyfriend?

Bakang:Ifyouwantbutheshouldstayaway

frommydaughterbecauseidon'twanttohave

todealwithhimmistreatingmydaughter.

Dudu:Iwasjustasking,idon'twantanyone

besidesyouandifyouchangeyourmindjust

comebacksowecanraiseourdaughter

together.Ifyouneedsomeonetotalktoorif

you'relonelyandneedcompanyfeelfreeto

cometomyhouse,I'lltakecareofyouandi

won'taskyouanyquestions...Idon'tcareif

you'rewithheroranyoneaslongasyougive

mealittleofyourtime.



Bakang:Taketswe...

Shemovedoverthenheopenedthedoorand

walkedout....

AtTrevor'shouse......

LaterthateveningTrevorsatnexttomeonthe

couchandsqueezedthebodycreamonhis

palmsthenherubbedhishandstogetherand

gentlyappliedonmyleg...Hemovedbackand

putbothofmylegsbetweenhisaswefaced

eachother....

Me:(pushedtherobebetweenmylegs)Oska

mponela...

Trevor:(laughed)Plentyoftimeforthat....



Me:(laughed)Ihavetogohome,it'slate...

Trevor:Spendanight...Please,iwon'ttouch

you,nosex...

Me:Ican't....

Trevor:Whynot?It'snotlikeyou'reteenager....

Please...

Me:Fine,butyouhavetodropmeoffearlyin

themorning...

Trevor:Definitely...

Me:(gotup)Letmecallmymotherandlether

knowiwon'tcomehome.

Trevor:Alright...

Idialedhernumberandwalkedinthekitchen....

Mama:Hello?

Me:Hi,mamakeletsekwano,I'llcomeinthe



morning.

Mama:Okay,kwanokekae?

Me:Atafriend'shouse

Mama:EneBakang?

Me:(laughed)No,justafriend.

Mama:You'rehealingLeledon'tmakethe

mistakeofsleepingwithanyonesosoon.Your

bodyisn'tdifferentfromanursingmother,the

onlydifferenceisthatyou'renotnursinganyone

butyou'regoingtoneedtocloseyourlegsuntil

youhavehealedcompletely.

Me:(laughed)Mamabatho,I'mnotdoing

anything...I'mjustsleepingoverbecausego

monatekwano,wearewatchingmoviesand

chatting.

Mama:Somyinstinctsarecorrect,it'samale

friend?

Me:(sighed)Mamathemma,skannaobotsa



thatakanaketshabagogobolellamaakamme

gapegakecomfortable

Mama:Bakangisstillhopefulaboutyoutwo,

giveyourselftimebeforeyoujumpintoanother

relationship.Hemightnotrespondwelltothis,

you'regoingtoofast,youdon'tdumpanother

manafewweeksearlierandreplacehimthat

quick.

Me:I'mjusthangingoutwiththisfriend,it's

beenawhilesinceilaughedandhadfun.

Mama:TheproblemisthatBakanghasn't

acceptedyourbreakup,thishowpassion

killingshappen.You'retheonewhotoldmethat

Bakangcancry,literallycryingintearsthat'sa

signofaweakmanandtheyneverrespondwell

torejection.

Me:Aomamajaanongketaaemisagotshela

kagoreBakangkeseteteandisn'tusedto

peoplesayingnotohim?Heshouldhave



thoughtaboutthisbeforeheliedtomeabout

gettingsomeonepregnant,heisnotinnocent.

Mama:Ihearyou,takecareofyourself.

Me:Iwill,bye

IhungupandjoinedTrevoronthecouch,my

phonerangasisatdown.....

Me:Hello?

Dudu:Hi,Iknowyouhatemeandiunderstand

butcanwemeetandtalk?

Me:It'slategobosigo

Dudu:Iknow,imeantomorrow...Anytime

tomorrow.Ijustwanttomakeyouunderstand

something,ididn'tpoisonyou.

Me:ButI'llneverknowforsuresothereisno

pointinusmeeting.



Dudu:Bakang'smotherhadthreemiscarriages

beforeshehadhimandhewasapremature

baby,maybethereisamedicalexplanationfor

yourmiscarriageormaybeitjusthappened

becauseyouwerestressedpriortothat.

Me:(sighed)Okayithoughtaboutittooandi

neverreallybelievedyoudidit,anythingelse?

Areyoutryingtoshowoffthefactthathis

motherlovesyou,thatyou'repartofthefamily

andbeingtoldfamilysecrets?

Dudu:Nobutididn'tpoisonyou.

Me:Iknowyoudidn'tpoisonme.Ibelieveyou

butI'mjustnotreadytofaceyou.I'mtryingto

moveonwithmylifesoyoucanhavehimallto

yourself.

Dudu:Okay...

Me:HowisPrincess?

Dudu:Sheisfine,hergrandparentsgotusa

housesowearemovingoutsoonandBkis



workingongettingmemoneysothatIcanstart

mybusiness,sowearedoinggreat...andheis

withusalmosteverydaysoheisreallytrying

hisbesttobethereforhisfamily.(Iswallowed

pressingmylipstogether)hello?

Me:Yeah,um...Goodforyou,I'mreallyhappy

foryoutwo...(tearfully)andithinkit'sbestyou

stopcallingme.(rubbedtearsfallingoneachof

mycheeks)Pleasedeletemynumberanddon't

callmeagain.

Dudu:Iunderstand,bye

Trevorgotthecellphoneandhungupasi

frownedandcoveredmyfacecrying,hemoved

overandhuggedmetightly....

Trevor:I'msorry....

Me:(crying)Iwishinevermethim...Ifeelused.



Trevor:I'msorry,you'llbefine....Onestepata

time...(movedbackandfacedmeholdingeach

ofmycheeks)I'mhereforyou,iknowithurts

buttomorrowwillbeokay,adayafteryou'll

betterandeventuallyyouwillbejoyfulagain...

Me:(sniffed)Okay...

Trevor:(staringatme)Iloveyou,Okay?I'm

gonnagiveyouallthetimeyouneedtogetover

thisandhealphysicallybutbeforethatwehave

towatchamovie,ireallyloveStevenSegali

don'twantyoucryingnexttome...

Me:(webothlaughed)Okay...Iwon'tcry

Trevor:(smiledandbabykissedme)Becauseif

youdoI'llchaseyououtside

Me:(laughed)I'llbehavemyselfsir,my

apologies...

Trevor:(laughedandrubbedmyeyes)Goodgirl,

nowgetussomedrinks....I'mputtingyour

phoneonsilentmodeandputtingitfacedown.



Nooneisstressingyouagain.

Ilaughedandheadedtothekitchenwitha

smileonmyfaceashepressedmyphoneand

putitdown.

Igavehimaglassandlaidinfrontofhim

puttingmineonthetable...Heincreasedthe

volumeandtangledourfingerstogetheraswe

sighedandwatchedtheactionmovie...

Hisscreenwashugeandhishometheatre's

woofermadetheceilingvibratewhenthe

bombswentoff...

Me:(frownedstaringatthescreen)OhGodhe

goingtodie,thereisabombunderneath.

Trevor:(laughedandkissedmyhand)It'sjusta



trackerthebabeobonyekaebomoeentseng

gonejaana?

Me:(laughedandhithimonthechest)Mxm....

AtBakang'shouse.....

LateronBakangswitchedthelightsonand

walkedinthenhelockedthedoorandtookoff

hisjacket,hethrewitonthecouchandmade

hiswaytothebathroomswitchingthelightson

ashepassedtheswitches.

Hepeedinthetoiletsighingrelievedthenhe

staredatthemirror,heopenedtheshelfand

staredatthepinktoothbrush,facewashand

otherfacialproductsthenheshookhisdickand

zippedhispants,hewalkedouttakingout

takinghisphoneoutandmadeacall.There



wasnoanswer...

Hesighedandconvincedhimselfhewouldn't

getdesperatebuthedecidedtocallonemore

time,therewasnoanswer.Hesatonthebed

andstaredathisphonethenhesearchedhis

contactsanddialedNaledi'smom....

Her:Hello?

Bakang:Dumelang,lebualeBakang.

Her:Dumelangwanaka,oatsoga?

Bakang:Emma,nekekopagobualeNaledi,she

isn'tansweringherphone.

Her:Sheisnothome.

Bakang:Didshesaywhenshewouldbeback?I

reallyneedtotalktoher.

Her:Idon'tknow,trycallingher.



Bakang:Emma,tanki

Her:Bye

Hehungupandlaidonhisbackfacingupwards

thenhetookoffhisshoesremainingwithwhite

socksandslidonthebed...HedialedRenei's

number....

Renei:Hello?

Bakang:Hey,canitalktoNaledi?

Renei:I'mnotwithher.

Bakang:Alright,bye

HehungupanddialedMaduo....

Maduo:Hello?



Bakang:Hi,canitalktoNaledi?

Maduo:(thoughtfully)Hello-hello?-hello?

Bakang:Icanhearyou,canitalktoNaledi?

Maduo:(slappedherphone)Phoneebatho....

Hello?

Shehungupandquicklydialedherfriend's

number....

Maduo:(anxiously)Pleasepickup....Please

pickup....(itrangunanswered)Haishbatho

Naledi....

MeanwhileBakangsighedandputhisarms

behindhisheadfacingupwardslayingacross

thebed,hethoughtfullygothisphoneand

calledTrevorbutrangunansweredaswell...



Hesatupandtriedagain....

Trevor:Hello?

Bakang:Heywhat'sup?

Trevor:Notmuch,what'sup?

Bakang:I'mbored,canicomeover?

Trevor:Noman,I'matDaniel'shouse.

Bakang:Alright,shap

Trevor:Sure

AtTrevor'shouse....

Hehungupandputhisphonenexttomine....

Me:Whoisthat?



Trevor:It'sBakang,hewantedtocomeover...

Me:Mxm.…

Trevor:Toldhimiwasn'thome...

Me:Oketsavolumehoorra....Sowhat'sthat?

(pointingatthescreen)that..

Trevor:It'sadevicethatcracksthesecurity

code...

Wecontinuedwatchingthemovie.....

AtBakang'shouse....

Heputonhissweaterandpulledthehoodie

overhisheadthenhegotinthecaranddrove

out.....

Minuteslaterhedeemedhislightsashe



approachedTrevor'shouse,hiscarwasparking

infrontofhishouseandthelightswereon.

Hesteppedoutofthecarandapproachedthe

doorthenheraisedhisknucklestoknockon

thedoorbuthepausedthoughtfullyandwentto

thewindow...

Thethickcurtainshadbeenpulledapartexcept

forthewhitelightmiddlecurtainhecouldsee

rightthrough...

Hetookadeepbreathstaringinside,shewas

layingonhischestandhewasholdingherhand

astheywatchedthemovie.Heswallowedhard

andsatonthestoop...

Hetookouthisphoneandsenthisfrienda



message....

Bakang:I'msettingTrevor'shouseonfire.

Tuelo:WTF?Don'tjokelikethat,areyouhigh?

Bakang:HeiswatchingamoviewithNaledi,

rightnowandsheiswearinghisrobe.They

probablyhadsex.Howcanhedothistome,he

ismychildhoodfriend,wepracticallygrewup

together.

Tuelo:Doesheknowyou'rethere?

Bakang:No,I'msittingonthestoop

Tuelo:Getoutoftherebeforeyoudosomething

you'llregret...Isaidleaveheraloneforawhile.

Ifyouloveherstandupandwalkaway,we

agreedyouwon'tcontactherforatleastaweek.

Ifyouloveherwalkawayanddon'tsayanything

toTrevor.I'mgivingyou5minutestoleavethen

I'mcallingyou,ifIcallnowhewillhearyour



phone,getup.

Heshookhisheadandstoodup,hewalked

awayputtinghisphoneinthepocketand

reversed.Hejoinedthemainroadwithout

lookingbehindhimandonlyheardtheloud

noiseofthehooterthenheturned,brightlights

blindedhimasheblockedwithhis

arm.....................(9t)
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Bythesideoftheroad.....

Hejoinedtheroadwithoutlookingbehindhim

andonlyheardtheloudnoiseofthehooter,he

turnedandthebrightlightsblindedhimashe

blockedwithhisarm...



Thedriveroftheoncomingcarsteppedonthe

breaksscratchinghistyresashecrushedon

Bakang'sfenderanddoor....glassesflewonthe

airasbothdriversbraisedthemselves.Cars

comingfrombothsidesstoppedoutsidethe

roadandthedriversrantowardstheaccident.....

Meanwhileeveryoneintheneighbourhood

steppedoutsidethehousesandrantowards

thescene......

AtTrevor'shouse......

Trevorreducedthevolumethenwelistened

again....

Trevor:Itmustbeacaraccident....



Me:Youthink?

Trevor:Yeah.....Let'sgocheckitout.....

Igotupandputonmyjeans,Trevorwalked

backwithhist-shirtandboxershorts....

Trevor:(threwthemover)Putonthis,wewon't

takelong,otaabayarobehagodimo...

Itookthemoffandworehisclothesthenhe

heldmyhandaswewalkedintothemilddark....

Wecouldseelightsfromthegateandassoon

asweheardsirenwailingwestartedjogging.....

Atthescene......

Meanwhileabout4menpushedbackthe



Nissanwithabentbonnetandtriedtoopenthe

doorforBakangbutthedoorwasstuck,

anothermanbrightenedhislightsandturned

thecarlightingforeveryone....

Man:(lookinginside)Areyouokay?

Bakang:(rubbedhisbloodylippushingthe

door)Bulanglebati...Mylegisstuck...

Man2:Wearetryingtogetyouout....Med

rescueisontheway....

Brokenpiecesofglasswerestuckonhishead

andarmandhewasbleedingfromhisnose,the

otherdriverjoinedthemenastheypulledthe

doorandhelpedBakangout...

Thepoliceandthemedrescuecarparkedthen

theteamrushedoutwiththeirbagsputtingon



gloves...ThreeattendedBakangastheother

onewalkedovertothedriverwhohadacuton

hisforehead....…

Meanwhilewearrivedatthesceneandpassed

throughthecrowd,MyeyeslandedonBakang's

numberplate....

Me:It'sBakang.....

Trevor:Stay,back....I'lltakealook...

Me:(pushedthough)No,iwanttoseeifheis

okay....

Myheartpoundedaswepassedthroughthe

crowdtotheambulancebuttheyclosedthe

doorsandquicklyjumpedinthecarbeforewe

couldseemuch....



Trevor:(heldmyhand)Let'sgo...

Wejoggedbacktothehouse,myjointswere

weakandicouldhearmyheartbeating....

Trevor:Ithinkhewascomingoverhere....

Me:Whatdoyouthinkhecouldhavedonehad

hefoundustogether?

Trevor:Itwouldhavebeenugly,believeme....

Atthehospital....

Hourslaterthenursefinisheddressing

Bakang'sarmthenhereachedforhisphonein

thebackpocketasshecleanedhisbloodyleg,

hisphonescreenwasbrokenbutitwasstill

working,hedialedhisfather...



Him:Hello?

Bakang:Hello,Umihadanaccident-

Him:Areyouokay?Howbadisit?

Bakang:Afewbruisesandscratchesbutthe

carisbad,ithinktheenginemightneedalotof

work-

Him:You'retellingmeabouttheenginewhen

I'maskingyouaboutyourhealth?

Hismother:(inthebackground)Whereishe?

Bakang:I'matthehospitalbutdon'tcome,I'm

fine.Ijustwantedtotellyouincasesomeone

tellsyoutheysawmycaratthescene...

Dorcas:Isheokay?

Dudu:Whathappened?

Bakang:(frowned)Didyouputmeon

loudspeaker?



Him:Ididn'twanttohavetoexplainitagain.

Bakang:I'mfine,ithinkthey'llletmeoutinthe

morning.(Tuelo'scallcamethrough)Ihave

anothercall,bye(hungupandpickedhis)Hello?

Tuelo:Itriedcallingyou,whyosaarabemogala?

Youfreakedmeout....

Bakang:Ihadanaccident,I'matthehospital...

Tuelo:Hee?PrivatekanaLetsholathebe?

Bakang:Delta...

Tuelo:I'mcoming....

Hehungupandsighedasthenurseinjected

him...ThedoctorwalkedinandstuckhisXray

ontheboard...

Doctor:MrTee,igotyourXrayresultsand

you'reperfect...



Bakang:(lookingatit)ThankGod

Doctor:Howareyoufeelingsofar?

Bakang:Thepainstopped

Doctor:You'reonpainkillers,andibelieveyou're

finebutwewillkeepyouovernightjusttomake

suretherewon'tbeanyswellingthatmight

needourattention.

Bakang:Alright...

Doctor:I'mwaitingforyourbloodresultsand

thenwewillbegood.Haveyouexperiencedany

dizziness?(checkedhiseyes)

Bakang:I'mfine,ijustfeelnumbonmylegbuti

canmoveit...

Doctor:It'sthemedicationigaveyouearlier...

Bakang:(hisphonerang)Canianswerthis?

Doctor:Yesplease....



Thedoctorwalkedoutandhepicked....

Bakang:Hello?

Dudu:Hi,areyouokay?

Bakang:Yeah,I'mfine...

Dudu:Iborrowedyourfather'scar,I'mcoming

over

Bakang:DuduI'mfine,don'tleaveourdaughter

alone

Dudu:ItookhertoDorcas'shouse...

Bakang:ButI'mfine,it'slateandit'snot

necessary.

Dudu:Ialreadyleftwhereareyou

Bakang:(sighed)HaeDudu....

Dudu:Okae?

Bakang:Delta



Dudu:Bye...

Hehungup,thenursehandedhimonecrutch....

Nurse:Usethistosupportyourselfreyeko

rumongyagago...

InTrevor'scar....

WedroveoutofLetsholathebehospitalas

Trevormadeacall...

Tuelo:Hello?

Trevor:BKhasbeeninvolvedinanaccident,

haveyouheard?

Tuelo:So?



Trevor:I'mdrivingtoDelta,doyouknowhis

roomnumber?

Tuelo:Room6

Trevor:Alright

Hehungupandsigheddriving...

Trevor:Idon'tlikeTuelo'stone,heknows

something

Me:Knowswhat?

Trevor:IthinkBKwascomingtoconfirmif

indeediwasn'thome...

Me:Butatleast,they'rejustsuspicious.Idon't

getwhyihavetohidelikeI'mcheatingon

someone.

Trevor:Babeheismyfriend,Ihavetobecareful

aboutthis.It'snotjustaboutyouandhim.



Me:Urh...(pressingmyphone)Ihavealotof

missed-hetriedcallingmehoursago...(idialed

Maduo)

Maduo:Hello?KegoneoarabangBakangwas

lookingforyou.

Me:Hehasbeeninanaccident,we'reonour

waytothehospital

Maduo:We?

Me:Trevorandi.

Maduo:TrevorTrevormyboss?TrevorBrown

Bakang'sfriend?

Me:Yes,iknowwhatyou'lls-

Maduo:AreyouinsaneNaledi?Sleepingwith

bestfriends?Whathappenswhenhefindsout?

Thismustbeajokeorsomething...Areyou

talkingaboutTrevortheeTrevor?

Me:(sighed)I'llupdateyouwhenIgetthere,bye

Maduo:Bakangwagogoshimegelagonekoo,



jaanongoyakae?

Me:Iwanttoseeifheisfine.

Maduo:Canyoupleasepassbymyhouseand

getmesothatIcanpickthepiecesofyour

bodywhenheisdonekillingyou?

Me:I'lltalktoTrevor

Maduo:(laughedindisbelief)I'lltalktoTrevor,

waitsekana....

Me:Canyoustopjudgingme?

Maduo:I'mnotjudging,I'mshocked...Trevoris

practicallyBakang'sbrother,hecomestohis

officemorethananyofhisfriendswon'tyou

feelbadwhentheyfight?Peoplewillcallyou

names..

Me:Ialreadyfeelbad(lookedatTrevor)Wewill

talkwhenwemeet...

Maduo:Bye...



Atthehospital....

Temosighedindisbeliefholdinghiswaistas

TuelowassittingonthechairnexttoBakang's

bedwhilehelaidonhisbackwithhisarmover

hisface....

Bakang:IneverthoughtTrevorcoulddothatto

me,heknowshowifeelabouther.Heknows

wehaveissuesandstillhegoesbehindmy

backandsleepswithher.

Temo:ButNalediisbeingatramp

Bakang:Aeno,Don'tgothere

Tuelo:Heisright,it'snotabouther...Shesaidit

wasoverthatlet'sheroffthehookbutTrevoris

beingalittlebitch.Obatagokgalemelwa

Temo:Meaning?Iamnotgettingintrouble,my

girlfriendispregnant...



Bakang:(sighedandcoveredhisface)I'mso

stressed,myheartispounding....Heisprobably

havingsexwithheraswespeak...

MeanwhileMaduoandiwaitedasTrevorspoke

tooneofthenursesandwalkedoverthenhe

heldmyhandandledustothepatientrooms,

herememberedandletgoofmyhandashe

openedthedoor.

Walkedinaswefollowedhim,Tuelostaredat

Maduoandshekeptastraightface...Bakang

lookedatmeandclenchedhisJawsfacingthe

otherside...

Trevor:Higuys...

Theyquietlystaredathimashestoodnextto



Bakang'sbed...theroomwasquiteanditwas

allawkward....

Trevor:Areyouokay?

Bakang:Yeah,I'mgood.

Trevor:Whathappened?

Bakang:(staringathim)Aresleepingwith

Naledi?Don'tlietomebecauseI'llbreakyour

neck..

Trevor:(staringathim)Yeah,thoughwehaven't

doneanythingyet.

Bakang:(sighednoddinghishead)Youhavemy

blessing.Iguessyou'rethebestman.

Congratulations...Getherandgetoutofmy

room.

Trevor:Ididn'tplanthi-

Bakang:(laughedtearful)Dude,don'tfeelbad.

Whyareyoufeelingbad?Youdidn'tbreakany



lawandyoucankeepthatloantoo,recordme

forevidenceoruseeveryonehereasyour

witnesses.Don'tpaymeadime...Sheisone

hellofaspenderyou'llneedit,trustme.

Tsamaagakebategobuasepelewena....Don't

respondtome,justgo.

Trevorsighedandwalkedoutside....Iturnedto

followhimoutside...

Bakang:Naledi?

Me:(turnedaround)mmh?

Bakang:(staringatme)Fuckyou...Thatwas

toolowevenforyou.

Iwalkedbackandslappedhimacrossthe

face.....



Me:(tearfully)Fuckyoutoo,GivingDudumoney

forbusinesswhilepretendingtobehurt.I'm

donewithyou.

Bakang:I'mdonewithyoutoo,uglylazyass

bitch...Getoutofherewithyourfatass,Trevor

onlywantsyoubecauseihadyoufirst...what

makesyouthinkilovedyouanyway?You'retoo

plainforme.Whatmakesyouthinkyou'rehalf

thewomanDuduis?

Tuelo:Guyswearestandingrighthere...Thisis

crazy

Maduo:Naledididimala,areye...

Me:No,lethimsaywhathewantstosay...Is

thatwhyyou'rewithher?

Tuelo:Let'sgivethemaminute...

TuelograbbedMaduo'shandandwalkedoutas

shemovedherhandawaythenTemojoined



themandclosedthedoor.....

Me:Isthatwhyyou'rewithher

Bakang:Thatandmore...Whathaveyoudone

formebesidesspendingmymoney?Youcan't

fuckingdolaundry,youcan'tevendoyourbed

whenyougetupinthemorning,youcan'tdo

thedishesandyoucookshit,ifit'snotburned

it'stastelesssowhatdidyougivemebesides

yourpussy,youcan'tevenkeepababyfor9

months....Andnowyou'resleepingwithmy

friend?You'renothingbutlazybitch,that'swhat

you're.

Itearfullygrabbedthecrutchleaningagainst

hisbedandsmackedhisarmasheblocked

thenhetwisteditandpressedmeonthebed,I

scratchedhisfaceandspatonhimthenhe

movedback.Ipunchedhimonthefacethenhe



slappedmeonthecheek,Ifellonthebedthen

hegrabbedmyneckchokingme...

Bakang:(staringatme)Nalediotaanyela

autwa?OnewagobataengkogaTrevor?

Iscratchedandpushedhisfacebackbuthe

pressedmyneckhardermakingmeweaker

thenipunchedhisinjuredarm,heletgoofme

andlickedhislipstearfully....

Bakang:(breathingheavilyrubbinghisnose)

Getout...I'mdonewithyou,Duduwasmuch

betterthanthis

Me:AndTrevorisbetterthanyouinbed,heis

moremanthanyou...You'reachildcompared

tohim.



Hebithislipandslappedmeacrosstheface,

myentirefacegothotlikeiwassetonfireandi

foundmyselfonthefloorthenipickedthe

crutchandhithisarmasheblockedprotecting

hisface...Iwhippedhimseveraltimesashe

turnedfacingthecornergivingmehisback....

Bakang:Stopit,stop...yourhurtingme....Naledi

weegakebategogobetsakanawaitse(he

turnedaroundandgrabbeditfrommyhand)

STOPIT...Getout....

Maduoopenedthedoorandstuckherheadin,

hereyesfellonthefloor...Thebedhadmoved

andsheetswerelyingonthefloor...

Maduo:Nalediareyouokay?

Me:(breathingheavily)I'mfine...



Bakang:(heldhisbleedingarmtightly)Get

out.....

WewalkedoutandibumpedonDuduasshe

walkedin.....

Me:Wanthulamma...

Maduo:(lookedatme)Whatiswrongwithyou?

Bakang:(pressingthealarm)Callthenurse,she

brokemyarm...

IturnedaroundasDuduranpassedus,iwalked

backinsideasBakangsatonthebed

unwrappingthebloodybandageoffhisbleeding

arm....

Me:(walkingover)Mmekebone



Bakang:(angrily)Getthefuckout,tsamaakogo

TrevorNaledi...gakebuesepelewena.

Tsamaa...

Wewalkedoutandpassedtheguysasiwiped

mytears....

Maduo:Whathappened?(icoveredmyface

cryinglouder)Naledi?Talktome,what

happened?

Me:Iwasangry,ijust....Ican'tbelieveidid

that....

Maduo:Oneommetsakaeng?Hisarmis

bleedingreallybad...

Me:(putmyhandonmychestandcried)Iused

thecrutches...

Maduo:Heemonyanakeditshipioaitseakere?

Me:Ididn'tknow....



WeapproachedTrevor'scarthenhegotoutand

metushalfway....

Trevor:Canwetalk?Idon'tthinkthisisagood

idea...Bakangismychildhoodfriendandidon't

wanttobetrayhimlikethat.Evenourparents

won'tblessthis,hisparentsseemeaspartof

thefamilyandtheystillvisitmymother,weare

practicallyfamil-

Maduo:Erraogoutule,by

Maduograbbedmyhandanddraggedme

acrossthestreetaswewalkedtothetaxi

stop....

Maduo:Gompienoobabysittiwakemang?

(leanedoverlookingatme)Hee?Obabysitiwa



kemang?Akerewaregakenamosola?(pointed

atme)Obake...Hetaretsamaemma..stop

crying,peoplearelookingatus......

Istoppedcryingbutthesniffingwaslikeafit

thatwouldn'tgoaway...

Maduo:Waithere....Keeta...Gatwemosimane

yomokhutshwaneyoleobidiwamang?WaVrrr

phaa...

Me:Tuelo...

ShewalkedinsideandwavedatTueloashe

wastalkingtoTemo,helookedaroundtomake

sureMaduowasactuallytalkingtohimthenhe

walkedoverpullinghisjeansup......

Tuelo:Hi...



Maduo:Rekopagoisiwakolapeng...

Tuelo:Sure...Let'sgo...

HesignaledTemoandwalkedout............

AlwaysremembertoLiketheinsert,Muchlove..

Co-wife
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Athome....

Tueloparkedthecarandpulledthehandbrake

lookingatusonthemirrorthenwebothgotout

andwalkedtothegate,hedeemedthelights....



Maduo:Wewilltalk

Me:Okay

Maduo:Areyouokay?Didn'tBakangbeatyou?

Me:Ihaveaheadache,heslappedmeand

chokedmebutI'mfine,ifoughtback.Ican't

believehesaidkepalelwakegoimangwana9

months,I'llneverforgivehimforthat,keikutwa

kemoilaibile.ThemoreIthinkaboutitke

mmakisitsehaeleTrevoreneompaletse.

Maduo:Keemisitsemothokokoloing.Wewill

talkaboutthisoverthephonewhenIgethome,

(huggedme)Goodnight...

Me:Goodnightandthanksforcomingwithme,i

don'tknowwhatiwouldhavedonewithoutyou.

Maduo:(laughed)seeyou'renothingwithout

me...

Me:(laughed)Shap

Maduo:Shap,tsamaaketaatswalagate....



Sheclosedthegateandgotinthefrontseat,

Tuelostartedthecaranddroveoutwithout

sayinganything.

Hedroveforawhileandstoppedatthemain

roadlookingbothsides...

Tuelo:Sowheredoigo?

Maduo:(pointed)Thisway...Thanksforhelping

us.

Tuelo:You'rewelcome...

Hedroveforawhileandthoughtfullymadea

turn....

Maduo:Whatareyoudoing?



Tuelo:I'mbuyingusdrinks,sorryfornotasking

first...Thereisabottlestorethisside....

Maduo:(reluctantly)Okay...

Hedroveforquiteadistance,flashesofhow

thatnightbegunstartedasMaduolookedat

thedarknessoutside,sheswallowedand

lookedathimashedroveandwonderedifhe

couldreallydothattoherbutthenthoseguys

seemednormalatfirst,theywerekinduntilthey

gotinthehousewhereshewashelpless.She

lookedoutsidethecar....Itwasdarkandquiet....

Maduo:Idon'twantadrink,canyougobackto

theroad?

Tuelo:Wearealmostthere,itwon'ttakelong....

Herheartpoundedasshelookedoutside



aimingtothrowherselfoutsidethecarifshe

hadto....

Maduo:Stopthecar,iwanttogetout...

Tuelo:(laughed)Niceone...

Maduo:(tearfully)STOPTHECAR....(she

openedthedoorasthecarwasmoving)iwant

togetout,stopthecar....

Confusedheimmediatelypulledoverthenshe

steppedoutofthecarandtookoutherphone

walkingaway,Hesteppedoutofthecarand

followedher.....

Tuelo:Whatisthis?Whatareyoudoing?

Maduo:(putherphoneontheear)Stayaway

fromme,whereareyoutakingme?Youthinki

don'tknowwhatyou'retryingtodo?I'mcalling



myfriendtopic-

Hesnatchedthephonefromher....

Tuelo:(hungup)Whatisthis?Wearebuying

drinks...Drinksnotbeer,I'mnottryingtoget

youdrunk...(pointed)Thebottlestoreisover

there..Thoselights...(gaveherhiscarkeys)I'm

nottryingtotakeadvantageofyou,thatwould

becrazy...Mybestfriendisdatingyourbest

friendwherewouldIhideafterdoingthattoyou?

(gaveherthephone)Ihavemywallet,letme

getmyphonethenyoucandriveyourselfhome.

I'llwalktothebar,it'sjustoverthere...Temo

willpickmeup...Isthatgood?

Maduo:(staringathim)Yes

Tuelo:Okay,I'llgetmyphone...(lookingather)

Goodnight



Maduo:Goodnight...

Hewentbackandgothisphonethenhewalked

alongtheroadmakingaphonecall,Maduogot

inthecaranddroveback....

Asshedrovealongtheroadshethoughtabout

itandsighed....

Maduo:(tearfully)Godpleaseprotectme,i

don'twanttogothroughthisagain...(shemade

aU-turn)Ihopeidon'tregretthis....

Minuteslatersheheavedasighasshe

approachedhimandpulledover,hehungup

andleanedover...



Tuelo:(smiled)KekopaspecialketshwereP20

Maduo:(removedtheseatbelt)I'msorr-

Tuelo:(gotinandclosedthedoor)No,it's

okay...Youdrive..Let'sgo

Shedroveinthebottlestoreparkinglotthenhe

raninsideandwalkedoutwith2cansofdrinks.

Hegotinandshedroveout....

Tuelo:(puthersontheholder)See.....It'sacan,

ididn'tputdragsinside

Maduo:(laughed)Stopit,isaidiwassorry

Tuelo:Howcomeyoudon'ttrustme?Wehave

seeneachotherseveraltimes.Doilookthat

uglyforyoutothinkI'mapredator?

Maduo:Wellnowadaysrapistsareclean

officerswithnicecarsandbighouses,it'snot

likebackthenwhenpeoplegotrapedinthe



bushorinpassages

Tuelo:That'struebutwearealmostfriends,our

bestfriendsaredatingthoughtheybehavelike

acoupleofteenagers.

Maduo:(laughed)Teenagersisan

understatement,they'reliketoddlers...

Tuelo:Howlonghaveyoubeenfriendswith

Naledi?

Maduo:Sincestandard1,wewereinthesame

class.Shewasbulliedforbeingoverweightand

iwasbulliedforbeingunderweightsowe

startedhangingtogetherquietinalittlecorner

untiltoday.

Tuelo:(laughed))Butyou'renotunderweight,i

don'tgetwhywomenhaveaproblemwith

weight.Whenamanlovesyouhelovesyou

whetheryou'rethickorthin

Maduo:(sighed)Otherwomenaretheproblem,

ifyou'rethinyou'resick,ifyou'rethickyou'refat



nnagareitsejaanong.

Tuelo:That'strue,kanalemakeuptotannake

filagoreanaturalwomanisbeautifulbut

womenspendsomuchmoneytryingto

beautifythemselvesonlytolooklikesomething

else,theyputonblacklipstick,imean...Howdo

youexpectmetokissyouwhenyouhaveblack

lipstick?

Maduo:(laughed)Leaveusalone,it'scalled

fashion

Tuelo:I'mtootouchyitwouldpunishmeori

wouldendupaccidentallyeatingthatblack

thingkeitebetse.

Sheparkedinfrontofherhouseandswitched

offtheenginetakingthebeltoff,theyboth

steppedoutashewalkedhertothedoor...



Maduo:(unlockedthedoor)Thanksfortheride

Tuelo:Anytime..Lockthedoor

Maduo:(smiled)Goodnight

Tuelo:(smiledstaringinhereyes)Sowhatdoes

aguyhavetodotogetyournumber?

Maduo:(laughed)Idon'twantaboyfriend,I'm

notreadytodoanyofthosethingscouplesdo

Tuelo:Ijustwanttobeyourfriend,isthattoo

muchtoaskfor?

Maduo:Iguessnot..It's73-

Tuelo:(tookouthisphone)Holdon...

Hetookhernumberthensheclosedthedoor,

hegotinthecaranddroveoff.

Atthehospital....



ThenursewalkedoutthenBakangsatonthe

bedgrinningcarefulenoughnottohurthis

freshlydressedarm,Dudusatonthechairand

sighedlookingathim...

Dudu:Whathappened?

Bakang:(glaringather)WhydidyoutellNaledi

thatipromisedyoumoneyforyourbusiness?

Dudu:Wewerejusttalkinganditcameup.

Bakang:Thenwhydoifeellikeyou're

manipulatingme?

Dudu:I'mnotmanipulatingyou,EneNaledi

areng?

Bakang:Itdoesn'tmatterwhatshesaid,why

didyouhavetotellherthat?youcan'ttellme

youdidn'tknowhowitwouldlooktoher.You're

stayingwithmyparentsandnowI'mfunding

yourbusiness?



Dudu:I'msorry..

Bakang:Youlikecausingdamagethenyousay

sorry,itrustedyouanditoldyouthatwewere

goingthrougharoughpatch,youdidn'thaveto

dothat.Youknewwhatitwoulddo

Dudu:I'msorry

Bakang:FromnowonwardsI'mnotgoingto

giveyouanymoneybesidessupportingmy

childandIhopeyoumoveoutofmyparents

housetomorrowfirstthinginthemorning.I

don'twanttobeputinapositionwhereI'll

arguewithyouandendupdoingthingsi

shouldn'tdo.Iwanttoavoidhavingaltercations

withyouforourdaughter'ssake.

Dudu:(sighed)Ifthat'sthecasethenI

understand,it'sfine.I'llseehowtosurvive.

(stoodup)Aftereverythingyoumademego

throughthisishowyouendthings?

Bakang:DuduI'mnothavinganotherargument



withyouijusthadanepisodewithNalediand

I'mstillinpain.Ididn'tcallyouhere,don'ttryto

makemelookbad.Iwastalkingtomyparents

andyouinvitedyourself.

Dudu:You'recursingyourself,you'llneverfind

peace

Bakang:WhatshouldIdotohavepeace?Be

withyou?Dudujustgo,ialreadyhavea

headache.

Dudu:You'llneverfindawomanthatlovesyou

thewayido,trustmeonthis.Onedayyou'll

regretthis...

Bakang:Ineedtorest,canyouleave?

Sheglaredathimandwalkedout....

Shedialedherfriend'snumberasshepassed

throughthereception...



Her:Hello?

Dudu:(tearfully)IfeellikeIhavebeggedBakang

enough,Youwon'tbelieveI'matthehospital

rightnowworriedabouthimandhedoesn't

care.Gagonaselosesetsenyangstressjaaka

gonnanicemothoeneasabonebomolemojo

olenggobodira.

Her:Buthemadeitclearhedoesn'twantyou,

nnatotakefilagoreyou'rejustbeingoneof

thosebabymamasthatstoplivingbecause

babydaddyisgone.Iknowtheysaychildren

changepeoplebutwenammaochenjitsethata,

doyouevendoanythingbesidesbeingtherefor

Bakangwhenandifhewants?Kanakesetseke

tshabagobuagonnaekarekejealousor

something.Youcan'tstoplivingbecauseof

yourbabydaddy,nnatotagakedumelegorego

kgaoganalebabydaddygothatajaakaodira.

Therearewomenwhoaremarriedwithchildren



andyoudon'tevenhavetobeinarelationship,

youcanjustdoanythinglikeoneofyour

businessestogetyourmindoffwhateverthat's

happening.

Dudu:(standingatthedoor)Ihearyoubutkana

nakotsedingweyouhavetofightforyour

relationship.

Her:Andwhenyouloseyouacceptdefeatand

moveon.

Dudu:Gonewaabuwa

Her:KanahaMmagoakautwagoregotilejang

goreoyegonnakooshewillcry,letaloneknow

thatyouchosetobewithBakang'sparentsat

yourlowestpointinsteadofherhouse.Batho

baratagoseba,gaanagotseegasente

Dudu:Gone...

Her:Kamosommaohudugekooanddon't

botherBakang



Dudu:Iplannedto,nekentsekelemo

mogopolongwateng.

Her:Ketagolletsakamosooskamphadi

excuse,whenIcalliwanttohearyouoreoko

gagago.

Dudu:(laughed)Ee,goodnight

Her:Goodnight...

Shehungupandwalkedoutmakingherwayto

theparkinglot,amanwalkingbehindher

disarmedhiscaralarmthenshelookedback...

Man:(laughed)Sorry,didistartleyou?

Dudu:(laughed)Alittlebit...

Man:I'msorry,It'sverydark...Getinyourcar

then

Dudu:Thanks



Shegotinhercarashegotinhissmilingather

thenhethrewapinktowelinthebackseat....

Man:MynameisTimmy

Dudu:Dudu

Timmy:Canihaveyournumber?

Shethoughtaboutitlookingathimandsighed,

itwasworthatry...Itmighthavebeenthe

distractionsheneededtogetoverBakang.....

Dudu:Raisebothofyourhands,tshubalebone..

Timmy:(laughedwithhishandsdown)Why?

Dudu:YouknowwhatI'mlookingfor?

Timmy:(laughed)Sosomeonehastoqualifyto

getyournumber?



Dudu:Tsholetsa,iwanttoseebothofyour

hands...Whyareyoustalling?maybeyou're

removingit...

Timmy:(raisedhishands)I'mnotstalling,ijust

finditfunny...It'sthefirsttimeawomanmakes

medothattogethernumber

Dudu:Okay..Dropthem,youcanhaveit...

Hereachedforhisphoneandgothernumber....

Dudu:Whosethetowelfor?

Timmy:Formylittlesister,ibroughthertothe

deliveryroom.…umgoodnight

Dudu:(smiled)Goodnight...

Theydroveoutoftheparkinglotandwenttheir

separateways.......



AtDorcas'sservant'squarters.....

ThenextmorningshebathedPrincessandsat

onthesofadressingher,Duduknockedand

walkedin....

Dudu:Goodmorning...Didn'tshetroubleyou

lastnightwantingbreastmilk?

Dorcas:Idon'tthinkshehasaproblemwith

formula.Shewasjustaprincess,mybabyisn't

troublesome...(tickledheronthechestasshe

giggled)notrouble...Notrouble...

Dudu:Ihavetogogetatrucktocollectafew

thingsfrommymother'sandmovethemtomy

house.

Dorcas:Youcanleaveherbehindifit'salotof

workoryoucangoleaveherwithyourmother



whileyoumove

Dudu:I'lldothat,it'sbeenawhilesinceshehas

seenher...(lookingatDorcasasshedressed

Princesslovingly)Doyouhavechildrenofyour

own?

Dorcas:No,why?

Dudu:(smiled)Nothing,you'reasweetperson,i

likehowyouinteractwithBakang.

Dorcas:Ienjoyedbeinghisnanny,hismother

isn't....NotthatI'mspeakingbadaboutherbut

sheisn'tahandsonkindofawoman,ihadto

doeverythingforhimfromanearlyagesoheis

likemysonnow.Therewasatimehethoughti

washismother...Heonlyunderstoodwhenhe

wasabout7years,itriedtoquitmyjobwhen

hewas12yearsoldbuthebeggedme,he

personallybeggedmenottogoandhewasjust

12years,ifoundithardtogo,hisfather

doubledmysalaryandistayedbutnowIthink



it'stimeformetogo,I'mnotgettingany

younger.Iraisedhimandheisagrownman.

You'llvisitmeatmyhousewithmy

granddaughterthoughiirritateyou

Dudu:(laughed)Youdon'tirritateme,you're

toughonmethat'sall..

Dorcas:(laughed)I'llgoeasyonyouthen...

Dudu:I'mgoingtopackmybags,I'llcollect

her....Bakang'smothersaidyoushoulddrive

mehome.

Dorcas:Noproblem....

Shewalkedout...

AtDudu'shouse....

Laterthatafternoonshepaidthedriverand



zippedherpurse,theguysjumpedinthetruck

andwavedather....

Dudu:Thanksforyourhelp...

Driver:You'rewelcome...

Hegotinthecaranddroveoffthenshewalked

backinthehouseandsighedlookingatthe

furnitureallover.

Shelockedthedoorandbegunpushingthe

furniturearoundsettingherhousethenshe

pluggedherhometheatreandinsertedthe

memorycard...Shesmiledasthemusicplayed

thensheincreasedthevolumecontinued

cleaninghummingtothemusic....

Almost2hoursaftercompletinghercleaning



shegotinthetubandlaiddownasthewarm

waterrelievedher....shetookoutherphoneand

calledhermother....

Her:Hello?

Dudu:I'mjustcheckingonPrincie

Her:Sheisfine,sheisasleepnow...Areyoustill

cleaning?

Dudu:I'mdone,I'mnowtakingabath...

Her:I'mveryproudofyoumygirl,themost

bravethingawomancandoistowalkaway

fromatoxicrelationship.Ineverthoughtall

alongyouweresavingtorentyourselfahouse

andthatpolygamyarrangementwasn'tgoingto

work.

Dudu:(tearfully)Thankyou

Her:Ifeelliketheyoungwomaniraisedisback,

iknowyou'llstartsellingyourthingsagainand



you'lldoeverythinginyourpowertosucceed.

Godiswatchingyouandifhedoesn'tgiveyoua

jobasanarchitectthenhewillblessyour

businessideas.I'mproudofyou.

Dudu:(rubbedhertears)Thankyou,bye

Her:Bye

Sherubbedhertearsgoingthroughherphone

andstaredatBakangandPrincie'spictures....

Tearsrolleddownasshestruggledtocontrol

heremotions...Herphonerang...

Dudu:(sniffed)Hello?

Timmy:Hey,uhotshwerwekeflu?

Dudu:(sniffed)Whoisthis?

Timmy:It'sTimmy...Areyoucrying?



Dudu:Thisisn'tagoodtime,I'lltalktoyou

tomorrow.

Timmy:Doyouexpectmetojustsayokay?Can

wetalk?Whereareyou?

Dudu:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit

Timmy:Whyareyouembarrassed?Iama

stranger,iwouldn'tjudgeyou...Sometimes

talkingisthesolution.Okae?Givemethe

directionsandI'llbethere......

Shereluctantlytoldhimandhungupastears

felluncontrollably,sheleanedoverandwashed

herfacecrying...

Minuteslatersheputonherclothesandfound

comfortinaNando'sfullchickenandchipsshe

hadbroughtwithher,afterherfeastshe

chewedtheboneheadsspittingonthepaper



bagwhilewatchingTV.

Herphonerang.....

Dudu:Hello?

Timmy:I'mdrivingthroughthegate

Dudu:(rubbedhermouth)Okay..

Shecleanedthetableandhadafullglassof

drinkthensheopenedforhim.....

Timmy:(smiled)Hi...(liftedapaperbag)i

broughtsomethingforustoeat,ihaven'thad

anythingtoeatsincemorning.

Dudu:(smiled)Noproblem...



Theysatonthecouchandawkwardlylookedat

oneanother....

Timmy:(touchedherhand)Youlookbetterthan

yousoundedoverthephone...

Dudu:Ifeelalittlebetter...

Timmy:(movedcloserandheldherhand)So

what'sgoingon?

Dudu:Nothing,it'sjustnonsense...Ihavea

threemonthsolddaughterandherfatherbroke

upwithme,itriedeverythingtofightformy

relationship...(tearfully)Gatwegarelweledi

relationshipandwegiveupeasilybutilowered

mystandardsforthatman,ididtheunthinkable

forhim.(rubbedhertears)Lastnightonkamile

kedriveratnighttomakesurehewasfineand

hedidn'tappreciateit...Hisexgirlfriend

harassedhimbutattheendofthedayigot

blamedforit.Koorekeipotsagoreabannaba



itsebothokojwagotsholangwanamobaka

tsayangmmagwengwanajaakaekaresheis

justlikeanyotherwoman.

Timmy:Notallofus,Someofusknowthe

hardshipswomengothrough...(rubbedher

armsthenhercheeks)Heisnottheonlymanin

Botswana,retenglerona.Ihavealsobeen

throughhellinrelationshipsandI'mlookingfor

someonelikeyou...Sometimesittakestwo

brokenpeopletobuildanempire.Don'tlose

hopemysister...You'rebeautifulandyougot

thebodies,omontle...Don'tbeafraidtoletgo

andletin,sometimeschangeisimportant...

Dudu:IknowthatbutI'mstillinlovewithhim-

Timmy:(staringather)Areyousureaboutthat?

Howsureareyou?Sometimestogetover

anotherpersonyoumustjustmoveonandyou

neverknowwhatGodwillbringyourway,when

Godclosesanotherdoorheopensanother...

Koorehelabasadileboi,letshabagorebatho



bataarekeratanelebathobabantsibut

gongwethepersonyou'rerejectingeleyour

soulmate..

Dudu:I'mjust-

Heleanedoverandkissedherasshe

reluctantlykissedback....

Timmy:(staringather)Sometimesyoujust

havetogowiththeflow...Flow...Be

spontaneousandseewhereittakesyou....

Hekissedherandmovedcloserunzippinghis

pants,heputherhandonhisChillieRussian

weaponandgotbetweenherthighskissingher

asshelaidonherback.........



Co-wife

#30

Atmymother'shouse....

IzippedmybagandthrewitinAbaleng'scar

theniwalkedovertomymotherwhowas

wateringherplantswithahosepipe....

Me:I'mgoing...

Mama:Oh,okay...

Me:Mamaamilazy?

Mama:Whyareyouasking?

Me:Justtellme...

Mama:Well...Iwouldn'tsaylazybutyou'renot

ahardworkereither...



Me:GreatevenmymotherthinksI'mlazy...

Mama:You'reaverage...

Me:Howismycooking?

Mama:Disasterngwanaka

Me:(sighed)Andwhenwereyougoingtotell

me?

Mama:Ithoughtyouknew,whenlastdidyou

cook?Never...Evenatyourhouse,youeatfast

food.Youwon'tknowhowtocookifyoueat

takeaways.Whyareyouaskingallthese?

Me:Nothing...I'mjustwonderingifI'llmakea

goodwifewhenifindahusband.

Mama:(smiled)Beagoodwomanandagood

husbandwillcome,Bakangcalledlastnight

ibileamporekelebalaonkgakolotse.

Me:Ispoketohim

Mama:And?



Me:Wefinallycametoanunderstandingand

weareover.Hewon'tbecallingmeandiwon't

becallinghim.

Mama:I'mgladtohearthat.Sothisnewfriend

youwerewit-

Me:Itdidn'tworkout...(sighed)Everythingis

justamessbutI'mfine.

Mama:Don'tbetoodesperate...Goodthings

cometothosewhowait...Findahobbyor

somethingtokeepyoubusyafterwork.You

havebeenthroughalotthepastfewmonths...

Me:(smiled)I'lldothat...Letmegoanddropoff

mybagsbeforeAbalengneedsthecar

Mama:Bye

Igotinthecaranddrovetomyhouse,ihadn't

forgottenanythingBakangsaidtomeanight

beforeanditatemethattherewasachanceit



wasalltrue...Itbotheredmebutwhoeverwas

goingtobemyhusbandwouldneverbelievei

wasanyofthethingsBakangsaidaboutme,it

wasavow.

AtDudu'shouse.....

Timmyslowlygotoffherandsatonthecouch

assheclosedherlegssittingup,thewaveof

confusionhadsubsidedandshestarted

thinkingashepulleduphisjeans.....

Dudu:(puttingonherpanties)Wehavetogofor

anHIVtest...

Timmy:Why?Don'tyouevertestyourself?

Dudu:Idid,pregnantwomengettested-

Timmy:(tyinghisshoes)Soyou'resuggesting

thatI'mpositive?



Dudu:No,iwasjustsayingbecausewejusthad

unprotectedsexandwedon'tknoweach

other'sstatues.

Timmy:I'mnegative...(kissedher)Canwetalk

aboutsomethingpositivebeforeigo?

Dudu:You'releavingsosoon?

Timmy:Yeah,(lookedathiswatch)Ihaveto

collectmysisteratthehospitalinabout15

minutes

Dudu:Ohokay......Iguesswewilltalklater...

Timmy:(kissedher)I'llcallyou

Dudu:Bye...

Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandwalkedoutthen

shewatchedhimthroughthewindowashe

droveaway.Shesatonthecouchandlooked

around...



Somethingdidn'tfeelright,shestaredatthe

takeawayshebroughtandlaiddownlikealost

puppy...Couldshehavesoldherbodyfor

takeaways?Shedialedhisnumber...

Timmy:Hello?

Dudu:Hicanwetalk?

Timmy:Yeah

Dudu:Idon'tmeannow,later.Willyoucome

over?

Timmy:Gakesurewaitse,oneoreng?

Dudu:Urh-

Timmy:I'llcallyouback,I'mabouttoenterthe

hospital.Don'tcallmeunlessicallyou.

Shehungupindisbelief,everythinghad

happenedsoquickandshecouldn'tbelieveit.



Herfriend'sphonecallinterruptedher

thoughts...

Dudu:Hello?

Her:Hey...(smiling)So...Areyouatyourhouse?

Dudu:Yeah...(clearedherthroat)yeah

Her:Areyouokay?

Dudu:It'salittledustyinhere,canicallyou

backwhenI'mdone?

Her:Showbabes,areyousureyouareokay?

Dudu:I'mgood...Wait,um...canabreastfeeding

motherfallpregnant?

Her:No,idon'tthinkso.Youcan'tfallpregnant

whileyou'restillbreastfeeding....Wait...Did

Bakang-

Dudu:No,comeonI'mjustaskingbecauseI

rememberduringmycheckuptheladyasked



mewhichpreventionmethodiwantedtouseso

iwaswonderingwhyshewouldaskmethat

knowingthatIwasbreastfeeding.

Her:HeilegalemmatakesekakareNokese

surebutihaveneverheardofanyonewhofell

pregnantwhenherbabywas3months...

Dudu:Yeahgone...Bye

Her:Bye

Shehungupandtookabathagainthenshe

wenttothetaxistop....

Atthemall...

LateroniparkedthecarandwalkedinPep

pressingmyphone,icameacrossan

advertisementaboutpuppiesanddialedthe

number.....



Voice:Hello?

Me:Hi,ijustsawyouradonFacebookabout

puppies,doyoustillhavethem?

Voice:Thereisonlyoneleft

Me:Pleasekeepitforme,howmuchisit?

Voice:It's1.2K

Me:I'msorrywhat?Wearetalkingabouta

puppyright?Dintšanyana?

Voice:(laughed)It'saJackRussellthemma

gaseTswanabreed,hanneeleTswanabreed

nkabokereP7helagorekerekedrink

Me:Aetherrannaseriousplease,ilovethose

puppiesbutI'mnotrich

Voice:DiraP900ee,kanatheyhavebeen

vaccinatedanddismartblindobonyelewena.

Me:Eerraketaareng



Voice:IfyoucomenowI'llmakeit850just

becauseyou'recomplaining.

Me:Thankyou,I'llcallfordirectionsinafew

minutes.

Voice:Bye

IhungupandwalkedtowardstheATM

machine....

InLiquorama.....

MeanwhileDudusighedandputabottleof

Amarulaonthecounterthenshehandedthe

cashiermoney.

Minuteslatershewalkedoutholdingablack

plastic,shelookedatitagaintomakesurethe



bottlewasn'tvisible...Itwasherfirsttime

buyingalcoholanditprovedtobethehardest

tasksheeverhadto...

SheturnedtotheATMmachineandqueued

behindDitsame...

Dudu:Dumelang...

Ditsame:(turned)Dumelang

Herheartskipped...Itwasthehairpiecelady.

Dudu:Tsenamothoodule

Shewalkedtothemachineandpressedwith

shakyhandsthensheanxiouslywaitedasthe

machinecountedhermoneyandfinallygave



outher1k,shesnatcheditandhurriedout

passingbyDuduwithhighspeed....

CluelessDudubrusheditoffandwalkedoverto

themachinetakingoutherpursethenshesaw

Ditsame'sATMcardandremovedit,shehurried

behindher...

Dudu:Sorryhoo....

Ditsameincreasedherpaceholdingher

handbagtightlyunderherarm.....

Dudu:Sorry...Malomekopalenkemisetsemme

yoo

Theoldmantriedtocallherbutshepretended



shecouldn'thearanyoneandpacedawayas

Dudufollowedher.

MeanwhileiturnedandbumpedintoDitsame...

Me:Uhu,oyakaeokgamphajaana?

Ditsame:(lookedbehindher)Themmaborrow

meP300sothatIcanpaythewomanigot

hairpiecesfrom,waFacebookyole..(looked

behindher)Sheiscoming,themmankadime

thistimeI'llreturnit

Me:Dihairpiecedihe?(Laughed)Didn'tMaduo

sayyouwereusingafakeaccount?

Ditsame:Ushueheekana....nekelebetse...Mxm

keipolaisitsemabelo.Jaanongelegoretaboa

ba-

Dudu:(arrivedandhandedherthecard)You

forgotyourcardbythemachine



Ditsame:(sighedinrelief)Thankyou...

Dudu:You'rewelcome...(lookedatme)Hi

Me:Hi...

Sheturnedaroundwalkedaway....

Me:Duduwee?Ogakologelwathetimeyoutold

meaboutawomanwhousedafakeaccountto

getyourweavesworth2.4K?

Dudu:(turned)Ee

Me:(pointedatherwithmythumb)Sheisthe

one,that'swhyneaasia...

Ditsame:(jawsdropped)Urh-urhNaleditheo

mowaomaswe...(toher)Sheislying....

Dudu:Nnyaammantuelaibilekebatagoreka

stock

Me:Moreeagoduela,shehasacard.Let'sall



gotothemachine,IalsowantmyP400

Ditsame:Idon'thavemoney,I'llpay-

Dudu:No,paymebeforeicallthepolice

Me:Mmelennantuela..I'mgoingtobuya

puppyihavetobuyitfood

Dudu:Wenawantšwanyanaobotoka,I'mnot

working...thoseweavesaremysourceof

income...Mmayoutook2.4Kfromme,gaona

pelo...Wearetryingtomakealivingbutpeople

likeyoumakeithardbyscammingus.Please

ntuelabeforerethaamanaplease

Me:Let'sallgotothemachinemonyanaa

tsenyepinretseemaximumamountibilego

monthend.(grabbedherarm)Let'snotcausea

scene...wecanbeadultsaboutit

Dudu:(heldherotherarmaswewalkedwith

Ditsameinthemiddle)Ifyoupaymeatleast1K

I'lllisten,anythinglessthanthatI'mgoingtothe

police,policeehelaha.......



Weescortedhertothemachineandqueued

behindtwopeople...............(9t)

Co-wife

#31

AttheATMmachine...

Duduetsanggot2Kfromthemachinethenwe

walkedoutasDitsameputhercardinthepurse,

Isawafewnotesinsideasshezippedandgot

it....

Me:RememberyouowemeP400,tisaketsee



P400wame

Dudu:(sheleanedoverlookinginsidethepurse

asicountedthenotes)Mphabalanceya

200,atalekana?

Me:(gaveherP200)Ee

Igaveherthepursethensheputitinherbag

glaringatme...

Me:Thanks,atleastwedon'toweeachother

anything.(walkingawayputtingthemoneyin

mypocket)Byeladies....

IwalkedawayasDuduputhermoneyinher

purse....

Ditsame:(sighed)I'msorryforstealingyour



weaves,iwasjustbeinganopportunist

becauseihadasituation.

Dudu:Whatyoudidisunforgivable,iremember

tellingthatiwaspregnantbutasawomanyou

didn'tcareaboutthat,allyouwantedwasto

lookprettyforfree

Ditsame:Gapehannekeitsilegoreomothowa

Maunnkabokesadirajalonnaneketsaagore

olegaboronehelakoo,I'msorry.

Dudu:Igotmymoneysoiguessit'sfine.

Ditsame:(gotthebottle)IsthatAmarula?do

youdrink?

Dudu:Well-

Ditsame:Givemeyournumbermaybewecan

gooutsometime,keitsedikhonatsaMaun

tsothenkagosoma...

Dudu:Ifyou'rebeingnicetomesothatIcan

giveyouweavesoncredityo-



Ditsame:Waiinnagakekoo...keithatelamenate

helabutanywa-

Dudu:Idon'tdowildparties

Ditsame:Ledibabyshowerkediwildparties?

Bogoodgirlthelaasokola,soledibridal

showergaodie?

Dudu:You'rethiefidon'ttrustyou

Ditsame:That'swhykerebogoodgirllaa

sokola...Haven'tyoueverdoneanythinginyour

lifeyou'reembarrassedabout?Lehaekatswa

elesephirisagagolemodimolele2?Behonest

withyourself...(shethoughtaboutit)Idon'tcare

howmanywomenpretendandpreachhigh

moralseverywomanhassomethingtheyonce

didthatthey'renotproudof,justbecausenna

kekapilwedoesn'tmeanI'mtheworldmostevil

womanandiwasn'teventryingtostealfrom

you,thereisanexplanationforthatthoughyou

won'tbelieveme



Dudu:Etseeeemmemmagakegotshepetota,

weweretalkingnicelythenyouswitchedoff

yourphoneanddisappeared.

Ditsame:Mmeibilekananakoyatengiwasn't

tryingtostealfromyou,ihave2accounts,the

realoneandthefakeone,thefakeonekeeke

rekisangdisecondhandkayonelegoposterin

groupsjaanabecausebathobarataditabatsa

batho,ifyoupostoretailoregosegelepattern

tabebareoanyalwasonnakedirafake

accountforsuch,eneyatswalagotweimust

sendmyIDstheytookalongtimetorespond

thenigotpissedanddeletedit.Jaanongkana

dikolotowadiitsesinceiwasbrokeithoughtI'd

pushafewthingsbeforecontactingyou.

Dudu:Omaaka

Ditsame:(laughed)I'mnotlyingandyoumust

becarefulwithNaledi,issheyourfriend?

Dudu:No,sheismybabydaddy'sgirlfriend.I



don'tevenknowwhyshewasbeingnicetome

maabaneletseankgakgagalela

Ditsame:(smiled)Getoutterhere?You'rethe

onewhowascowifingwithNaledi?

Dudu:Hee...Wenaodiutwakamang?

Ditsame:Reneilwetoldme,oneofherfriends...

Chosgirlgirl....Sowhathappened?Iheardyou

poisonedherwenagirl...Waitsekegorata

maratohaelegorekewena.

Dudu:It'salongstorybutwebrokeup.

Ditsame:Andyouletherhavehim?Thateasy?

Dudu:Welltheyalsobrokeupbutidon'tthinkit

willbeforlong,itseemshestillwantsher

Ditsame:Andyou'regoingtoletithappen?

(tookoutherphone)Mphanambarawenaomo

bonyeng...Nalediisfullofherselfandicanhelp

yougetBakangbackifyouwant,keitsedi

cousintsagaBakangretightnnalebone.(she



spelledthenumber)I'llcallyoutomorrow...

Dudu:Howwillyouhelpme?

Ditsame:You'llsee,tshepannahela.

Dudu:Whyareyouhelpingme?

Ditsame:IhaveascoretosettlewithNaledi

andMaduo,theygoaroundtellingpeopleI'ma

thieftarnishingmyreputationnowwhenmoney

disappearseveryonelooksatme.Reneitoldme

Maduowasgangbangedtoo,justwaitwena

tlhe.....Justwait.

Dudu:Okay,iguessI'llhearfromyouthen

Ditsame:Okay,byelovie....

Ditsamewalkedawaysmilingandrolledher

eyesonceshefacedthefront.......

AtDiamondLuxuries.....



Ayoungschoolboyapproachedthereception

holdingaboxofassortedchocolatesanda

noteasMaduogotherhandbaggettingready

toleave....

Maduo:GuysI'mgoing,myshiftlongended

Coworker:Alright,seeyoutomorrow...

Boy:Dumelang,IwassenttogivethistoMaduo

Coworker:(smiledandgotit)Wow...

Chocolates

Maduo:(snatchedtheboxandthenote)The

lasttimeicheckedtherewasonlyoneMaduoin

thisplace,Nnanawhogaveyouthis?

Boy:Hedidn'ttellmehisname,hegavemeP10

andsaidimustcomehereandgivethisto

Maduo.

Maduo:Thankyou



ThelittleboywalkedoutthenMaduoopened

theenvelopeashercoworkerswalkedoverand

watchedoverhershoulders...

Maduo:(openedtheletterandblushedhidingit)

Canyouallgoaway...(laughed)Thereis

nothingtoseehere...

Coworker1:Bularebalerejedichocolatemma

Coworker2:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveionce

thoughtMaduowasalesbianbecauseshe

didn'thaveboyfriend

Maduo:Shh.....

{{Dear:Potential

Goodafternoon,Icouldhavesentamessage



butnahiwantedyoutoholdmymessageand

smellitifyouwant...I'moldschoollikethat.

Ienjoyedyourcompanyandwouldliketospend

moretimewithyouasaFRIENDbecause

apparentlyyoudon'twantaboyfriend.Ibought

youchocolatesbecausemostwomenlove

chocolatebutnexttimeIdon'twanttomake

assumptions,iwanttoknowwhatMaduolikes

andwhatshedoesn'tlike,herfears,strength,

failuresandgoalstoo....EVERYTHING....Iwant

toknoweverythingaboutyoubecauseiwantto

qualifyforthepostofaboyfriendshouldthat

postbeavailableanytime.Don'thesitatetotell

meaboutthequalificationsofthehusband

positiontoo,Iamanambitiousyoungmanand

onceaboyfriendipromiseyouI'llworkhardto

qualifyforthepostofahusband.Ihopemy

applicationwillbeconsidered.Findattacheda

boxofchocolates...chowonthatwhile



consideringmefortheabovementionedposts.

Yourssincerely

TueloEnayang}}

Shesmiledblushingandputthecardonher

chestthensheheavedabigsigh....

Coworker:Wow...

Maduo:(fannedherfacetearfully)Guysidon't

wanttocry,I'msoeasytoimpresswhat's

wrongwithme...

Coworker2:Bulaboxmma....Dichocolatetsa

P320ketsedirilengnelona?Bulareutwe...

Maduo:(laughedandwalkedoutwithherbox)

Seeyoutomorrow...I'mgoingtodanceforthis



box,cuddlewithitandcryalloveritbeforeI

kissitandopenitslowly,thesechocolateswill

lastamonthbecauseI'llonlyeatoneperday...

AndwhenIfinishthemkebusabox......

Coworkerb(laughed)Witharesponse?

Maduo:(laughed)Thata...I'llrespondwith

eitheryouweregrettoinformyouoryour

applicationwassuccessful,wewillseeifhe

qualifiesornot..it'suptohim...Byeeeeeeeee

guys

Coworkers:(laughed)Bye......

Atmyhouse...

Abalengparkedthecarthenigotoutwithadog

cage,Reneilwefollowedmeinsideasiputit

downandtookitout...



Me:(smiled)Heydoggiedoggie

Reneilwe:Idon'tlikepets,yagorotelamontung

Me:I'mgoingtobuyitadoghouse...Awooden

anditwillsleepoutside,thehousecostsabout

P400

Reneilwe:You'llspendthatmuchonadog,ntša

helayantša?

Me:It'snotjustadog,it'saJackRussell...

Reneilwe:Itlookslikeanyotherdogtome

Me:(pattingit)You'renotadoglover,you

wouldn'tunderstand.(puttingadogcollar

aroundit'sneck)Thislittleguyismy

companion,myfriendandguard....Whenare

wegoingfordressfitting?Idon'tthinkthatlady

willfinishourdressesontime,wemustjustbuy

Reneilwe:Mycousinssaidsoaswell,I'llcall

youonceIhavetalkedtothetailor...Howare

youdoing?



Me:I'mfine..

Renei:DidyoutalktoBakang?Hecalledmelast

night.

Me:KanteBakangeneorilengsohecalled

everyone,iwonderhowhegoteveryone's

number

Renei:Ididn'tsayanything,itoldhimweweren't

together.

Me:Yeahbutit'sannoying,itfeelslikeheis

stalkingme...

Renei:Sodidyoutalk?

Me:Yeah,wetalkedaboutitlikeadultsand

madeagreements.It'ssettled

Renei:Okay,I'llcallyou

Me:Okay...Bye

ShewalkedoutsideandiwavedatAbalengas



hereversedthecaranddroveoff,isatonthe

couchlookingatmypuppyasitsleptonthe

floorlookingatme....

Me:(snappedmyfingers)Scooby...Nxhoo...

nxhoo....

Minuteslatertherewasaknocktheniwalked

tothedoorandopened....Bakangstaredback

atme....

Bakang:Thereissomethingineedtotellyou...

Me:Leave...

Bakang:It'saseriousmatter...

Ipushedthedoorthenheblockeditandwalked

inside.......
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Atmyhouse....

Me:Pleaseleave...

Bakang:(staringatme)Idon'twanttofight

anymore...

Me:Thereisnothingtofightabout.Nowiknow

exactlywhatyouthinkofme

Bakang:Iwasangry....Youcheatedonme

Me:Sothatexcuseswhatyousaid?

Bakang:No,itdoesn'tandI'msorry...That's

whyI'mhere.Forgiveme,let'sstartover.Iknow

whereiwentwrongandyouknowwhereyou

wentwrong.Iwasn'twithDuduionlywantedto

helpherformychild'ssakebutshetook



advantageofmeandeventoldyouthissothat

youcanbeangryatme.Ibrokeupwithherthe

minuteyouhadamiscarriage,wehadabig

fightandshepassedout.That'swhymy

parentstookher,theydidn'twantmetoget

arrested,thatwasalsoawrongthingtodobut

I'msorry,I'msorryittooksolongtomake

thingsclearwithher.Forgiveme

Me:Ican'tforgiveyou.Ideservebetter

Bakang:NalediIloveyou...You'renotperfect

butiloveyoulikethat,it'swhatmakesyou

differentandiwashopingyoucouldloveme

withmyflaws.

Me:Ican't...Sorry

Bakang:Alright..Canihavesexwithyouforthe

lasttime?

Me:No,I'mnotthatcheap.Therewasatime

whenIsawyouasGod,iwouldsubmittoyour

everycommandbutyouplayedwithyour



chance.Youcouldhavehadallofmebutyou

decidedlyingwasbetterthantellingthetruth.

Bakang:Sotellmethen...Let'sassumeitold

youthetruth,whatdifferencewouldithave

made?Mydaughterwouldstillbehere,what

differencewouldithavemade?

Me:Iwouldhavefeltappreciatedand

important...you'remissingthepoint.

Bakang:Igotthepointnowyou'remissingthe

point,it'sthepastgetoverit.

Me:Getout...

Bakang:Canyouatleastthinkaboutit?

Me:No

Bakang:(walkedout)Mxm...Tsek......

Me:Lewena..

Hewalkedbackinsidethenirantothekitchen



andlockedthedoor...

Bakang:Nexttimegaonkarabisaketamola

ntšanyanaekasethako...

Ikeptquietashewaitedformetorespondbuti

keptshut,ididn'twanttolosemypuppy...He

turnedaroundandwalkedouttheniheardhis

carspeedingaway.......

AtDudu'shouse....

Shesatonthecouchandpouredthedrinkin

glassthensheslowlysipped,shefrownedand

hurriedtothesinkwhereshespatinthesink,it

wasbitterthanitlookedontheadvert...



Shesighedthoughtfullythenhegrabbeda

bottleofmilkanddiluted....Shesippedabit......

Itwassweetandcreamy.....

Sheleanedbackandincreasedthevolume

puttingherfootonthetablethenshetookout

herphoneanddialedhermother...

Her:Hello?

Dudu:Hi,Mama...I'mverystressedandiwas

wonderingifyoucouldwatchPrincessforthe

night....

Her:Youdon'thavetoaskmygirl

Dudu:(sniffedrubbinghereyes)Iloveyou

Her:Dudu?

Dudu:(crying)Maa?

Her:You'reastrongwomanandyouwillget



overthis.

Dudu:Okay

Her:Callmewhenyou'vecalmeddownsothat

wecantalkaboutitorwouldyouliketotalkto

youraunt?

Dudu:No,ithinkjustanightalonewilldo....

Her:I'lllookafterPrincessforaslongasIhave

to.

Dudu:Bye...

Shehungupandmadeanothermixture.......

AtMaduo'shouse.....

Laterthatafternoonshelaidonthebedand

openedtheboxdialinghisnumber....



Tuelo:Hello?

Maduo:Hi,Thanksforthechocolate

Tuelo:You'rewelcome...

Maduo:HowdoessomeonesanespendP320

onsweets?You'reaspenderbutI'masaver,we

aretotallydifferent.

Tuelo:Well,thechocolatedidn'tcostP320,igot

thatstickersomewhereandpastedthere.It

wasreallyP20

Maduo:(laughed)Andyou'realairtoo

Tuelo:(laughed)You'reputtingmeinacorner,

soit'sP320sowhat?

Maduo:Nothing...JustMessingwithyou.

AnywayI'llrespondoncetheboxisemptyand

I'llbeeatingoneperday...

Tuelo:Okay,thereisavacationiplannedwith

myfriendsatleastI'llbeabletoaskforyour

company.



Maduo:WewillseeifI'llcome...

Tuelo:(smiled)Wewillsee...

Maduo:(smiled)Bye...

Shehungupandlaidonherbackenjoyingmore

chocolates...

Atmyhouse.....

Meanwhileilaidonthecouchandquietlystared

atmypuppyasitsleptonthefloor,iwasn't

myselfandiregrettednotlisteningtohim,

maybehehadapoint.Thistimeididn'twantto

consultanyoneaboutwhatishoulddo...He

seemedremorsefulandihadtakenmypainon

himthepreviousnight..Therewasn'tanger.....



AtDudu'shouse.....

Laterthateveningtherewasaknockonthe

door,shegotherglassandstaggeredtothe

doorwheresheopened....

Dudu:(stuttered)Ho-howdoyouknowwhereI

stay?(blinkedslowly)Ohyourmothertoldyo-

Bakangstaredatherandclenchedhisjaws

regrettably,hequietlywalkedinandclosedthe

doorthenhegottheglassfromherandputit

onthetable....

Bakang:Duduwhatisthis?Youdon'tdrink

Dudu:I'mdoingnewthings...Thisisthenew

me,theoldmeisbroken.Iamtrashthat'swhat

Iam...Justapieceofmeatanymancanuse



andgolovetherightwoman.I'mjustabridge...

Walkalloverme....

Heshookhisheadandwenttothebathroom,

thewaterwascoldbuthefilledthetubanyway

thenhewalkedbackandgrabbedherarm.....

Bakang:Comehere

Dudu:(crying)Whatareyoudoinginmyhouse?

Youwanttosleepwithmeaswellandgolove

yourpreciousgirlfriend?

Bakang:Shutup,you'renotmakinganysense...

Comehere

Theywalkedinthetoiletthenhegrabbedthe

backofherneckandputtwofingersdownher

throat,sheslappedhishandsgaggingand

threwupashepushedherneckdownfacing



thetoilet....Shethrewupinthetoiletthenhe

turnedheraroundagainandputhisfingers

downherthroat,shethrewupcrying......

Dudu:(coughedvomiting)You'rehurtingme....

Bakang:(pulledherup)Getup....

Hepokedheragainandshethrewupthelastof

herstomachcontentsthenhepulledupher

dressandremovedherbra....

Dudu:(crying)You'llneverfindsomeonewho

lovesyoulikeido...

Bakang:Shutup

Dudu:Youtookawaymydreams...Youwere

myeverything.Ilovedyou...Ididn'tevenfeel

anythinghavingsexwithTimmy...Nothing....

Noemotionalconnectionwhatsoever...Ifthat's



thekindoflifeI'mgoingtolivethennothanks....

I'llpass

Bakang:(paused)Yousleptwithwho?

Dudu:Timmyorwhateverhisnameis...

(laughed)Iamcheap...Allmenseeabridge...

Bakang:(helpedhergetinthetub)Getinsideke

gothapise...

Shesatdownthenhesatontheedgeofthetub

splashingwateroverherasshetalkednonstop,

hereyesweresleepyandhecouldbarely

understandthewordsthatwerecomingoutof

hermouth...

Bakang:Didyouuseprotectionwiththisguy?

Dudu:Hejustjumpedbetweenmylegs...You

brokemeBakang,you'llneverunderstandhowi

feelbecauseyoudon'tloveanyone.Theonly



personyouloveisyourself.

BakangrubbedthebarsoaponaSpongeand

bathedherasshespokeaimlessly,hehelped

heroutandwrappedherwithatowelthenthey

wenttothecouchwhereshelaiddown...

Hestoodupandgotheraglassofwaterfrom

thefridge,whenhewalkedbackshewas

alreadysnoring..Heputtheglassdownandsat

nexttoherrubbinghisfacefrustratedly.

Heturnedandlookedatherasshewas

sleepingthenhegentlycaressedherchubby

cheeks,hegotthebodycreamandapplieditall

overherbody.

Minuteslaterhesearchedherbagsand



dressedherthenhecombedherhair....

Atmyhouse.....

Idialedhisnumberpacingaroundthehouse....

Bakang:Hello?

Me:Hi,ithoughtaboutwhatyousaidand...

Wouldyouliketomeetup?

Bakang:(lookedather)why?

Me:Totalk

Bakang:Duduisnotfeelingwell,ihavetotake

hertothehospital.

Me:Oh-

Bakang:Butyoucancomewithmeifyoudon't

mind....Iwouldappreciateit.



Me:Idon'tmind.

Bakang:I'llpickyouinafewminutes

Me:Bye

Hehungupandputhisphoneinthepocket

thenhewokeherupandstaggeredtothecar

withher....

Bakang:Dudu?Openyoureyes...Otsenamo

koloing...(pressedhercheeks)Heee....Dudu

Dudu:(eyesclosed)Mmh?

Bakang:(heputherinandfixedherhair)Babe...?

MmagwePrincie?Canyouopenyoureyesand

talktome....Dudu?

Dudu:(sheopenedhereyeswithastruggle)

Mmh?

Bakang:(hekissedheronthelips)Reyako



spatelaautwa?(caressinghercheeks)You

havetogetaPep...whoeverthatguyishemight

bepositive...Andthenyouneedapillforhis

dirt...Dudu?

Shepassedoutagain,heclosedherdoorand

collectedherthingsfromthehouse,lockedup

anddroveout.....

Atmyhouse....

Minuteslaterheparkedatthegatetheni

hurriedover,hesteppedoutandsatintheback

withherrestingherheadonhischest...

Bakang:Canyoudrive?

Me:(lookingather)Yeah



Igotinanddroveout...

Onthewayikeptglancingathimonthemirror

asheaffectionatelylookedatherandfixedher

weaveasitkeptfallingonherface...

Me:Issheokay?

Bakang:Yeah,someonetookadvantageofher

andsheisdrunk..

Me:(lookedather)OhmyGod,iwaswithherin

themorning.Shewasholdingabottleinablack

plastic...

Bakang:Shemustofboughtalcoholto...

(sighed)Godhelpme...

Me:It'snotyourfault...Orhers...

Bakang:Tellthattomyheart....



Minuteslaterwearrivedatthehospital,theyput

heronthewheelchairandpushedherinside.

Bakangheldmyhandaswefollowedthenurse

intheemergencyroomwhereshetookher

bloodsamplesaswestoodbythebed....

Nurse:(walkedoutwithhercardandblood

samples)Thedoctorwillbewithyouinashort

time...

Bakang:Thanks...

Duduturnedherheadgrunting,Bakangwalked

overandsatonthebedholdingherhand....

Bakang:(holdingherchin)Hey...Areyouokay?



Openyoureyes...Dudu?

Herheadhelplesslyfelloverthenheputitback

andfixedherpillow,helookedatmethenhe

leanedoverandbabykissedher....Myskinned

crawledasilookedathimthenhewalkedover

andkissedme,iputmyhandsaroundhisneck

andkissedhimback...

Doctor:(walkedinandsmiledatus)Oops...

Sorry

Bakang:(stoppedthekissandsmiled)No,it's

okay....

HeputontheglovesandattendedDudu...........

(9t)
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Atthehospital..

Ileanedoverandgotcoldwaterfromthewater

dispenserwithadisposablecupthinkingabout

thekisshegaveherearlier,thoughitgotmy

skincrawlingforasecondiwasn'tsurprised

norwasihurt..

Idrunkandapproachedhimhandinghimhalfa

glass,hemademesitonhislapwhilehedrunk

thewater...

Bakang:Thanks

Me:You'rewelcome...

Bakang:Areyouokay?Wecangohomeif

you'retired



Me:No,I'mgood...Canwetalk?

Bakang:(smiled)Thisisn'tgood...

Me:Tellmethetruth...DoyouloveDudu?

Bakang:Iloveherbutiloveyoumore.Icare

aboutherbecausewehaveadaughter,Ifeel

responsibleforthesituationsheisinnow.Ifeel

likeit'smyfault,shedoesn'twanttoletgoof

thisrelationshipandiunderstandhersituation.

Ifeelbadforendingthingsthewayidid,no

motherdeservesthis,ifitwasokaywithyoui

woulddatebothofyoubecausethelastthingI

needisforhertocommitsuicidebecauseof

me,ourdaughterwouldneverforgiveme.I

knowitsoundsdisrespectfultosaythisbuti

wishyoucouldatleastletmebewithherand

breakthingswithherslowlyifican'thaveboth

ofyou....Justgivemetimetobreakthingswith

herproperlyorhaveherleavemeinapeaceful

manner.



Me:Idon'ttrustyou,whatifyouleaveme?

Bakang:Iwon'tbabebutyouhaveeveryright

nottotrustme,I'llgainyourtrust,you'llsee

Me:Ihopeidon'tregretitbecauseIdon'twant

tobeagirlfriendforever,Iwantarelationship

thathasafuture,iwanttobeseriousaboutmy

life.

Bakang:Iknow,ijustneedalittletime...wewill

getmarriedonewayortheother....

Hepulledmeoverforakiss,imissedhim...I

missedhissmellalloverme,ineededhis

handsandweightallovermebutwereatthe

hospital....

Nurse:(clearedherthroat)kgm....

Bakang:Hi

Nurse:Thedoctorwantstotalktoyou



Bakang:Sure...

Igotoffhimandsatonthebenchashestood

up...

Bakang:Let'sgo...

Me:Maybeit'sprivate...

Bakang:(smiled)Babeidon'twantyoutobeat

meforthingsididn'tdo,myarmisstillvery

painfulgakeahola...

Me:(laughed)Isaidiwassorryforhittingyou

Bakang:(laughed)ButIdeservedit,hanneosa

mpetsankabokeutulebothoko,haosenago

tsamayaithoughtaboutthe9monthsthingy

andregrettedsayingitbutikeptsayingatleast

shebeatme.....

Me:IfyoueverputyourhandsonmeagainI'll

doworse



Bakang:Youstartedthewholething,whatare

youtalkingabout?

Me:(thoughtfully)Ohyeah,welldon'tprovoke

meagain.

Bakang:(laughed)Betifisaidthatiwouldbe

anabusiveboyfriend

Me:Therearethingsyouneversayasaman,if

you'rearealman

Bakang:(laughed)Okay...

Wewalkedinandsatonthechairs,Duduwas

sittingonthebedwithadriponherarm...

Doctor:(lookingatme)Isshe-

Dudu:Sheisokay...

Doctor:Shetestednegativesowearegoingto

putheronmedicationrightaway,Igaveheran



emergencypill.Itshouldtakecareofanyfunny

businessdowntherebutDuduneedstoseeour

socialworkerbecauseshehastheobvious

signsofdepression,ifwedon'tactontime

thingsmightgetworsesowearekeepingher

foranightbecauseoursocialworkerisn'tin

today.

Dudu:Icancomebacktomorrow-

Bakang:Shewillspendanight,you'renotgoing

nearmydaughterlikethat...

Dudu:It'sbeenhours,I'mfine

Bakang:Don'ttalkoverme,I'mtryingtohelp

you.Doyouhaveanyideawhatcouldhave

happenedhadinotdecidedtocomeseemy

daughter?Youcouldhavebeenpregnantwitha

stranger'sbabyandHIVpositive,doesthat

meananythingtoyou?

Dudu:(sighed)Iwastryingtoreducethecosts

ofmespendinganightinthehospitalwhenI'm



notsick

Bakang:That'swhatinsuranceisfor..

Dudu:OkayI'llspendanight.....

Doctor:Iguessit'ssettledthen...(stoodup)I'll

giveyouguysaminute...

HewalkedoutthenBakangwalkedovertoher

bedholdingmyhandandstoodbehindme

puttinghisarmsaroundmywaistasshelooked

atus....

Bakang:Wehavetogo..

Dudu:(lookingatme)Thanks

Me:You'rewelcome...

Dudu:Caniseeyou..Inprivate?

Bakang:(kissedmyneck)Noattackingpatients

inthehospital



Me:(laughed)Gakebate

Dudu:(laughed)Ibilekeatshoga...

Hewalkedoutsideandclosedthedoorthen

Dudustoodupandhuggedmewithonearm,i

huggedherbackthenshesatdown....

Dudu:Thanksforallowingallthis,youdidn't

haveto.Ireallyappreciateit...

Me:You'rewelcome...

Dudu:WhydidyoutellmeaboutDitsame?

Me:Idon'tknowitjustfeltliketherightthingto

happen...You'renotworkingandshestoletoo

muchfromyou.

Dudu:IliedtoyouaboutBakangandmebeing

superfine,hegavememoneyjusttohelpme,

therewasnothingbetween...



Me:Hetoldme

Dudu:(tearfullystaringatme)IloveBakang

Naledi...Thisishardformetotellyousimply

becauseyou'reawoman.ButI'llembarrass

myselfandjustpourmyheartouttoyou...Ilove

him,ifitwaspossibleiwouldaskyoutoleave

himbutiunderstandyoulovehimtoo.Gakeke

itsegorenkagothalosetsajangwithout

soundingdesperate...Ican'tevenbelieveI'm

sayingthis.

Me:Iunderstandwhatyouaresaying...Don't

explainit,it'shardtoexplain...

Dudu:Canwegiveitanothertry?

Me:YesbutyoukeepyourhouseandI'llkeep

mine.

Dudu:Whataboutjealousy?You'reagreeing

nowbutiknowwhenmyturncomesyou'll

changeyourmind

Me:(laughed)I'llcontrolmyselfthistime,iwas



pregnantso...

Dudu:Iunderstand...Buttherewillalwaysbe

thatjealousy,ithinkitsnormalsonotouching

orkissinginfrontofoneanother.

Me:(sighed)Yesandthistimeit'sreallya

secret,Iwon'ttellevenmybestfriend.

Dudu:Samehere...

Me:Andyoubetternottrykillingyourself,I'm

notreadytobeamother,youknowI'm

lazy...Princessokabopamaketala

Dudu:(laughed)Iwon'ttryanyoftheseagain.

I'mdone.(wesighed)thankyou...

Me:Forwhat?

Dudu:Forgivingthisanothertry...

Me:(smiled)Let'sseeifitwillwork

Dudu:AreyouandMaduobestfriendswith

Ditsame?



Me:Notreally,sheusedtobeMaduo'sfriend

andwewouldhangtogetherbutwestopped

hangingwithher.

Dudu:WhataboutRenei?

Me:Notheyarenotthatclose

Dudu:Gaosenagotsamayashetoldmeshe

hadascoretosettlewithyouandthatReneilwe

toldherthatMaduowasgangbanged...

Me:(jawsdropped)Shesaidwhataboutgang?

Dudu:Itsoundslikesheisplanningto

embarrassMaduoorsomething

Me:Reneilwehasabigmouth,pleasedon'ttell

anyoneaboutthat.

Dudu:Iwon't,I'mjusttellingyoubecauseIthink

tellingReneilweyoursecretsisabadideasince

shecantellthelikesofDitsame.

Me:They'renotevenclosekooreirileDitsame

aredumelaReneiabemonyanaatharologaka



diphiri.

Dudu:Butdon'taskherandgetmeinbetween

everything.

Me:Iwon't.Thanksfortellingme...Ihavetogo..

Dudu:Bye..So

Wehuggedandsighedstillhuggedupthenwe

letgoandawkwardlysmiledatoneanother....

Dudu:Thathairneedsanotherhairdo..

Me:Impressthesocialworkersothatshecan

releaseyouoyegontsenyamoririmma,monna

otogaatsamayaaberesalareshename

Dudu:(laughed)Gonemmeoabua,mustre

itsose...Oraagorerekapalelwakegobaa

monnahaatsherele2?

Me:(laughed)tabereseserious,wenatswamo



spatela.OnweARVeofaithfullyidon'twant

anystoriesmothowamodimo.Mabakaame

agodumeladilodiseletsekebohealthyaana

motengbecauseiknowforsurehemightcheat,

itmightaswellbewithsomeoneiknowale

carefulkastatussagagwe.

Dudu:Atleastyouunderstand,Itriedtoexplain

thattomyfriendbutiyosheexplainedhowlow

myself-esteemwasandhowdesperateiwas.

You'dswearwekilledaperson,thejudgement

washush

Me:Lennaiwasjudgedmmekanannakea

makala,thesamepeoplethinkingwearestupid

arethesamepeoplewhohadaffairswith

marriedmenandsomearebeingcheatedon,

noneofthemisperfect.Tjeydatedanother

man'swomanatsomepointandsomeofthem

banakediemomooitsenghelagoreyourman

hadachildwithsoandso,lennahaatshele

buaomointshwarela,isn'titthesamething?



boneibilekanaithelabatshogilethinkingthe

manwillgoforeveratleastronaweknowheis

comingbackandwearenotfightingor

anything.Statuslesoneresurekasone.

Dudu:Thiscanonlyworkifwekeepitto

ourselves,lasttimewebrokeourownrules...

Me:MmehonestlyI'mtheonewhostarted

wenagoneyouwereokay,youonlystarted

actingupwhenIwasmessingupso....I'lltrymy

bestthistime.

Dudu:Pleasedothat,nnatotagakegoile,ilike

youand...(laughed)thisisembarrassing....Buti

thinkwecanbehappyandmakehimhappy.

Anywaythisisgettingweirdweshouldstop

talking

Me:(laughed)Ihavetogo.

Dudu:Bye,oapeelemonnawamemma

Me:Ehehdiraotswemospatelakewena

madipitsa,tannaagojakogowenaatakogo



nnaakgotsegatwekeapayadigau.

Dudu:Otshameketseruri,kaweekendotekego

rutetopreparehisfavouritemeals.

Me:Aboontsenyaweavemahalaakere?

Dudu:(laughed)Eewhywouldichargeyou..

Me:Okay,seeyouonweekend.

Dudu:Bye..

Intheparkinglot.....

Iapproachedhissister'scarashewassitting

insidewithanewspaperoverhisface,Igotin

andtookitoffhisfacethenileanedoverand

kissedhim....

Bakang:Whatisthatfor?

Me:(smiled)Forbeingyou....Iloveyou..



Bakang:(frowned)But?

Me:Ifyou'regoingtocheatonmewhenyou

haveanotherwomanthenI'mgoingkillyouon

yoursleep...Andimeanit,IcandoitwhenI'm

angry(kissedhissoftlipsashestaredatme)I

loveyou.

Bakang:Canireversethiswholethinganddrop

Dudu?Cheatingsoundssaferthanthis

Me:(laughed)No

Bakang:Great,nowI'llhavetodumpallmyside

chickssoidon'tsleepwithoneeyeopen...

Me:(laughed)Kegonehela...

Hedroveoutandputhishandundermyskirtas

hedrovethecar....

Bakang:Imissedyou..



Me:(slowlyunzippedhisjeans)Imissedyou

too..

Heremovedhisbeltandleapeduppushing

downhispantsthenhepulledmeover,Iheld

hisdickandwarmedhimup....

Bakang:(moaned)Mmh...Wow....

Heheldthesteeringwheelwithbothhandsand

steppedontheaccelerator...

AtBakang'shouse....

Minuteslaterheimpatientlywaitedasthegate

slidslowlythenhedroveinandparkedinfront

ofthehouse,Heliftedhisjeansandstepped



outofthecarthenhecametomysideand

Frenchkissedmepullingoutmypanties...

Me:(panting)Ididn'tsleepwithTrevor

Bakang:(kissingmyneck)Iknow...

Me:Howdoyouknow?

Bakang:Igavehimavisitimmediatelyafter

gettingdischargedfromthehospital.....

Me:He-

Hetookmeoutofthecarandleanedme

againstthecarkissingmeashisjeansfellon

hisankles...Heslidhishandundermydress

andcaressedme,myclitsspasmedashe

rubbedhishardboneronme...

Me:BabeIhopeyoudidn'thurthim.



Bakang:(sarcastically)Whywouldihurthim?

Heismybestfriendandit'stotallyokayforhim

tobealloveryou.It'sanormalthing,ithappens

everytime.Canwenottalkaboutthisyou're

pissingmeoff.....

Me:Sorry...

Bakang:(staringatme)Youknowyoushouldn't

havebeenoutthereinthefirstplace,right?

Me:Yes...Iknowbabe..(caressedhischest

apologetically)Iknow....

Hekissedmeandstrokedhimselfstaringatme

thenheturnedmearoundpushingmyfaceon

thecarthenheslidinasifrownedholdingthe

cartightly.....

Me:(moaning)Ohh.........Canwegetinside?

Bakang:No,thescreenwallisenough.....



Heheldmydressintoaknotabovemyback

andstartedthrusting.......
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Atmyhouse...

Lateroniwalkedbacknakedeatinganapple

andsatonhistummy.ileanedoverandkissed

himasheheldmywaist...

Me:Sotellmehowyouaregoingtodoit?

Bakang:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Letherdowneasily...

Bakang:Idon'tknow,I'llfiguresomethingout.

Sheneedstime...



Me:Alright...

Ilaidnexttohim,hegentlycaressedmybutt

andkissedmyforehead...

Bakang:I'mgoingtoGabstomorrow...

Me:Tomorrow?Wejustgotbacktogether...

Bakang:IknowmylovebutIalsohavetowork.

Myclientsarecomplaining

Me:Canicomewithyou?

Bakang:I'llbeworkingtheentiretimewhileI'm

there.

Me:I'llwaitforyouinyourhouse,howlongwill

youbegone?Mybrotherisgettingmarriedyou

meanyouwon'tbeatthewedding?

Bakang:Idon'tthinkAbalengwillbehappyto

seemetherebutI'mplanningtogoforyou.



Me:Wareoboaleng?

Bakang:I'llbegonefor4days

Me:MmekanankatsaamalatsibecauseIstill

havemyleavedays,I'llpatientlywaitforyouat

homeuntilyou'redoneintheoffice.

Bakang:ThenI'llbeunderpressuretofinishoff,

I'llbeback.Scoobywillkeepyoucompany...

Me:It'sadog...

Bakang:(laughed)Ithoughtyousaid..(imitating

myvoice)"It'snotjustadogit'saJackRussell".

Me:(laughed)Whatever

Bakang:(kissedmytummy)Myboywillkeep

youbusy...

Me:I'mgettingmorningafterstomorrowandas

soonasIgetmyperiodI'mgoingtogetthe

injection.

Bakang:Whywouldyoudothat?



Me:I'mnotreadyforanotherbaby,it'stoosoon

andI'mnotsurewherewe'regoing.

Bakang:Areyouserious?Soraatshameka?

Me:Yes,Iwouldn'twantourbabytobecaught

upinthissituationthewayPrincessisright

now.

Bakang:Thenwhyamihavingsexwithyou?

Me:HeeBakang,areyoualiondoyouonlyhave

sextomakeababy?

Bakang:I'mseriousNaledi...Ithoughtweare

tryingforaboy.

Me:WehaveneverdiscussedthatandI'mnot

ready.I'llhaveababywhenI'msurewherethis

isgoing,fornowI'mjustwatchingwhereweare

headed.I'llconsiderhavingababyonceDuduis

outofourlives.

Bakang:Iwantababy...

Me:BabeyouhavePrincess,sheisstillababy



it'snotlikesheistooold.

Bakang:Sowearenotgoingtohaveachild

becauseihaveachild?

Me:Wewill,eventuallybutnotsosoon,Iwant

toenjoyuskanawehaven'treallydatedBeardo

youknowthat?(touchedhischin)iwantto

enjoymyyouthbeforeicanbeamother.

Bakang:(sighed)You'reright...Tellyouwhat...

(smiledandkissedme)Talktoyourbossand

letmeknowsothatIcanbuyyourtickets.

Me:(smiled)Tickets?Likeflighttickets?For

flying...?

Bakang:(laughed)Yes

Me:(smiledemotionally)Babepleasedon'tjoke

likethat...I'mgoingtotelleveryonethatI'llbe

flyingforthefirsttime...Don'tmakemealiar

Bakang:(laughed)Youhaveneverbeenonthe

air?



Me:No

Bakang:(laughed)Welllet'scallitavacation

butyou'renotallowedtodisturbmewhenI'm

working.

Me:(huggedhim)Iwon't,I'llbehave...Iloveyou

Bakang:Iloveyoutoo...

Helaidonhistummyandfacedmeasilaidon

myback...

Bakang:Kegobolelelesengwe?

Me:Yeah

Bakang:Ihaveneverbeenslappedbyawoman

before,evenmymotherneverlaidherhandon

me.

Me:(smiledandcoveredmyfacewithboth

hands)Iknowwherethisisgoing...Isaidiwas



sorry

Bakang:(pulledmyhandsoffmyfaceand

smiled)That'snotwhereI'mgoing...Ikeep

thinkingyoumighthavebeenreallyhurtforyou

todothatbecauseyouhaveneverputyourfoot

downthewayyoudid.I'msorryforeverythingi

saidtoyou,iwasbitterandiwantedtotransfer

mypaintoyou.ThefactthatImentionedall

thosethingsdoesn'tmeanyouiloveyouless.

I'mverysorry...

Me:(sighed)KissmeandI'llforgiveyou...

Hesmiledandkissedme....

AtTuelo'shouse....

Hesteppedoutoftheshowerdryinghimself

withatowelandwalkednakedtothecouch



wherehesatdownchangedthechannels,there

wasn'tanythinginteresting.Heopenedhis

laptopandclickedonhiscrimedocumentaries

thenheleanedbackandwatched...

Thirtyminutesintotheepisodehesmiledata

romanticsceneandpauseditbeforeitgot

brutal...

HesmiledanddialedMaduo'snumber....

AtMaduo'shouse....

Meanwhileshefinishedironingherclothesfor

thenextdayatworkandhungthemonthe

ironingboard,herphonerang...



Shesmiledbitingherlowerlipandlaidonthe

couch...

Maduo:Hello?

Tuelo:Hi,iaccidentallydialedyournumber,i

didn'tmeantocallyou.

Maduo:(laughed)Isthatso?Howareyou?

Tuelo:I'mgood...Howareyou?

Maduo:I'mokayiguess...

Tuelo:Iwasjustthinkingaboutyou,ididn't

haveanythingimportanttosay.

Maduo:I'mgladyoucalled...Sowhereisyour

girlfriend?Younevertoldmeabouther.

Tuelo:Exgirlfriend...Itdidn'tworkout...She

cheated,whataboutyou?

Maduo:It'shardtofindastableman,ijumped

fromrelationshiptorelationshipandfinally



decidedtotakeabreakfrommen..Ihavebeen

singleforawhile.Whatdoyouwantina

relationship?

Tuelo:Iwantalifepartner,someonewhowill

understandmeandicanunderstandher,

someonewhowillfightforourrelationship

holdingmyhand.Someonewhowillbearmy

childrenonceIhavemarriedher.Idon'twant

childrenbeforegettingmarried.Ihadarough

upbringingsoiwantnothingbutthebestformy

children.

Maduo:That'sinteresting,Ihaditroughtoo

that'swhyistilldon'thaveachildatmyage,I'm

tooscarediwon'tbeabletogivemychildthe

rightkindoflife.

Tuelo:Atleastyouunderstandthatlittlefear...

Gaeshapo.

Maduo:Yeah,Sohowmanykidsdoyouwant?

Tuelo:Ithink2boyswilldoandmaybeagirlif



thereisanotherovaryleft

Maduo:(laughed)Whatisitwithmenandboys?

Tellme

Tuelo:Wearetooscared,it'sjustthefearof

howdoicorrectlyrelatetomydaughter,sheis

agirl....butaboy?well...It'seasy,heisyour

buddy

Maduo:Butit'snotdifferent

Tuelo:Iknow,it'snotdifferent.Ihaveseenguys

whoonlyhavedaughtersrelatetothemjust

finebutiguesskementalityhela,gapeobuwa

engtota?Lonabasadileratabanyana

Maduo:(laughed)GoneobuannetebutIwould

stillbeequallyhappyifit'saboy.

Tuelo:What'syourdream,relationshipwise..O

eletsagoiponaodiraeng?

Maduo:Iwouldliketotravelthiscountry,idon't

knowBotswana.Iwanttovisittheplaces



touristscrossoceansforandilovetaking

pictures.

Tuelo:(laughed)Myfriendsandiplanned

vacation,iwantyoutocomebutifyou'restill

notcomfortableit'sokay,wewilltravelalone.

Maduo:Iwouldn'tmindanyofthose.

Tuelo:Alright,letmenotkeepyouupuntillate.

Maduo:Thanksforcalling.

Tuelo:Goodnight..

Hehungupandcontinuedwatchinghis

doccies..…

AtTrevor'shouse...

Heswitchedoffthetvandlaidinbed,hetossed

andturneduntilhegotupagainandwatchedtv



thoughitwasn'tinteresting.HedialedTemo's

number...

Temo:Hello?

Trevor:Yeah,orobetse?

Temo:No,wareng?

Trevor:CanyoutalktoBakangforme,re

kopanerebuekgangehele?

Temo:Idon'tthinkthingswilleverbethesame

again,Ididn'teventhinkhewouldleaveyou

untouchedsoithinkreconciliationisjust

pushingit,Bakanggaakakeagoitshwarelaleha

rekabecha.YouknowheneverforgaveSteven

andiunderstand,therearelinesyoudon'tcross

asafriendnomatterhowmuchyouare

tempted.Iwouldn'tforgiveyoueither.

Trevor:Iunderstand,goshapo.....



Atthehospital.....

ThenextmorningDuduspentalmostanhourin

thecounsellor'soffice...

Her:Itotallyunderstandthatbutdoyouknow

thatjustbecauseyouhaveachildwithaman

doesn'tmeanyou'llendupmarryinghim?(Dudu

rubbedhereyessniffing)doyouknowthat

everywomanorshouldIsayeveryonewhois

goingthroughabreakupalwaysthinksit'sthe

end...Askanyonewhodidn'tmarrytheirfirst

love,theywilltellyoutheycriedwhensoandso

leftthem...Inalltheseoccasionstheythoughtit

wastheendbuttheystillfoundhappinessafter

andsettleddown...Theylookbackandwonder

whattheyweresmokingcryingforsomeone

likethat.Learntobepatient....Stressmakes

youbelieveeverythingmusthappenrightnow...



Kooreobataloverightnow,obatanyaloright

nowespeciallybecausesocietypressurises

womentobemarriedbefore30yearsoldbuti

wantyoutounderstandthatittakestimeto

buildsomethingbeautifulandItstartswith

acceptingthingsyoucan'tchange.Ifaman

doesn'tloveyouthenitmightbetimetoleave,

ratheryouspend2yearssingleandfindagood

manthanspendtherestofyourlifemiserable

kanajang?

Dudu:You'llneverunderstand.

Her:Makemeunderstand,that'swhyweare

here...

Dudu:IloveBakang,ionlylovehim...Andidon't

knowwhatiswrongwithmebutihave

unbelievablefantasiesabouthim.Youwill

probablythinkI'mafreak..Iamembarrassedto

evenadmitit..

Her:Anythingyoutellmewillremain



confidential,youcantrustme...

Dudu:It'sareallysickthing

Her:Surpriseme...

Dudu:Ifantasiseabouthimhavingsexwith

anotherwomanwhileiwatchhim...Ialso

fantasiseabouthavingsexwithhimand

anotherwoman...forthatmomentijustpicture

myselfandanotherwomandoingallsortsof

things.Thingslikesharinghismanhoodasif

it'salollipop,himtakingitoutofherandputting

itinsideme,goingbackandfourthasweboth

moanhelplessly

Her:(sighedandtookoffherspecsrubbingher

eyes)Okaythisisbyfarthemostshocking

thingihaveeverheard....(shookherhead)I'm

justacounsellormaybeyouneeda

psychologist.

Dudu:(laughed)Really?

Her:(laughed)I'mkidding....Butwow...Thisis



soweird,thisexplainswhyyoudon'tmind

sharinghimwithher.Doyouevergetjealous?

Dudu:Notreally,Heturnsmeonwhenhe

kissesbothofus...onetimeiheardthemhaving

sexandiwashorny,ijustwantedtogetinthere

andgiveittohim..(thecounsellorlookedather

speechlessly)IfeellikeI'mreallysickbecausei

don'thateher,iloveherbutofcourseIpretend

tobenormalwhenItalktoherabouthim,I'm

notjealousandiwouldn'tmindbeingherfriend.

Her:Don'tyouwishtobemarried?

Dudu:Idobutit'snotaprioritymaybeit's

becauseofalotdivorceshappening,ifeellike

marriedpeoplearen'tashappyastheypretend

tobewhentheyareinfrontoftheunmarried

people.AslongasI'mhappyI'mfine.

Her:Tellmemoreaboutthesedarkfantasies

youhave..

Dudu:IjustwishIcouldseehimhavingsex



withanotherwomanjusttoseehowhedoesit

withotherpeople.....healsohasdarkfantasies,

heneverreallytoldmebutthewayhehassex

isdifferent...

Her:How?

Dudu:Heenjoysmakingyouuncomfortable

duringsex,gaatsididiandheisunpredictable.

Heishidingthefactthatheenjoyssadism

behindhimchokingawomanwhenhesleeps

withher...Heisasadist,yeahthat'stheright

wordtouse.

Her:(sighedindisbelief)Thisisdeep...

Dudu:Doyouthinkthereisanywomanwho

feelsthewayido?Imeanwiththesame

fantasies?

Her:(totallyblank)Kejemileting...Gakena

kgang...IthinkI'llhavetoconsultmymentor,is

thatokaywithyou?

Dudu:Yes...



Her:I'lltalktoher,shehasover20years

experienceandsheisapsychologist,shemight

beveryhelpful.

Dudu:(smiled)Okay.....

Atmyoffice....

Laterthatmorningilefttheofficeandjumped

inmycar,myphonerangasireversedthecar...

Me:Hello?

Maduo:Iknockedoffearly,Ijustgothome,

skagompatakotirongakereneorewampata

Me:Yeah,I'llbethere.IsReneialreadythere?

Maduo:Notyet,keengnewenaontshosa?

Me:It'snothing,seeyouwhenIgetthere...



Ihungupanddroveoff...

Atthehospital....

AwhilelaterDudugotinthecar,Bakangleaned

overastheymethalfwayandkissed...

Bakang:Hi...

Dudu:WhereisNaledi?

Bakang:Atwork,why?

Dudu:Nothing,ithoughtyou'dcomewithher

Bakang:(reversed)Howareyoufeeling?

Dudu:Better,mycounsellorreferredmetoa

psychologist.Shewillcallmewiththetime.

Bakang:That'sgood...Howwasit?Ihavenever

beencounselledbefore



Dudu:It'sjustliketalkingtoafriendexceptyou

don'tgetjudged,labelledoranything...Andyou

don'thavetoworryaboutwhattheywillthinkof

youifyoutoldthemyourdeepestrevelations.

Bakang:Creepy,iwouldn'tdothat...Igotyou

food,figuredyoumightbehungry.

Dudu:(opened)Veggies?Salads?What'sthis?

Bakang:That'sforNaledisheisonadiet,check

theotherplastic

Dudu:Ohifoundit..

Bakang:I'mgoingtoGabska2pm

Dudu:Whenareyoucomingback?

Bakang:4-5daysfromnow

Dudu:(sighed)IthoughtI'llspendtimewiththis

weekend.

Bakang:Wewillspendtimetogetherwheni

comeback...Focusonyourmeds.



Dudu:Okay...

Minuteslaterheparkedatherhouseandthey

steppedout,sheunlockedthedoorandthey

walkedin...

Heputhishandsinthepocketsassheputher

handbagdownandputherarmsaroundhis

neckkissinghim,hekissedherbackandheld

hercloserbythewaist...

Dudu:Thanksforcaring..

Bakang:(smiled)Anytime...(staringinhereyes)

KetsamayaleNaledi

Dudu:Oh

Bakang:Yeah

Dudu:Enjoyyourselves



Bakang:Areyouhurt?

Dudu:Alittlebit...

Bakang:Sorry

Heleanedoverandkissedher...

Bakang:I'llbringyousomethingyou'lllikeand

I'llcallyouevery2hourswhenI'mattheoffice.

Dudu:(smiled)That'sallineed...

Bakang:(checkedhistime)Ihavetogo...

Dudu:Bye,travelsafely

Bakang:Iwill....

Shesmiledandwavedathimashedroveout....

AtMaduo'shouse.....



LaterthatafternoonIparkedthecarandhurried

in,MaduoandReneilwewerefryingsomething

spicyinthekitchen....

Me:Mmhhhh...Isthatfriedfish...Wow

Renei:(smiled)Yesloveandyou'rerightontime,

I'mjustwarmingit

Maduo:(lookingatme)Wowyoulookgorgeous,

what'stheoccasion?

Me:I'mgoingtoGaboronewithBakang.

Maduo:Backtogetheragain?

Renei:Ihopethereisnopolygamy,Thatthisis

dirtyandforpeoplewithlowself-esteemissues

Me:(staringather)Peoplesleptwithmarried

men,isn'titthesamething?Kamonnayoo

nyetsengibileosuregoreeneojabolotokogo

wifeybutpeoplestillsleepwiththemthenturn



aroundandsaypolygamyisforpeoplewithlow

self-esteemissues.Kelowself-esteemhela

gaodumelagosheeramonnagaojelamosadi

yomongwemonnagonekeeng?confidence?

Becauseitsoundsthesametomeibilemaking

anotherwomancryaboutherhusbandis

cursingyourself,that'swhypeopleendupwith

abusiveboyfriends.

TherewassilenceasReneilookedatme,i

didn'tevenrealiseIwastalkingforsolong...

Maduo:Well...Ididn'tsleepwithamarriedman

nordidIsleepwithanyone'sboyfriendsoihave

thefreedomtosayihatepolygamyandI'll

neveragreetosharemyboyfriend.

Me:Okay,understandableandI'mnotsharing

Bakang.Anywaythat'snotwhyIaskedyouto

meet.Reneilweyou'renotbeingagoodfriend



tous...Thefactthatoresiametseisnotenough

ifyou'regoingtogoaroundspreadingour

embarrassingsecrets.

Maduo:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:ShetoldDitsameaboutthatgangrapeand

DitsameisspreadingitinMaun.

Reneilwe:Aobatho,ididn'tputitlikethat...

Me:Howdidyouputit?Youweren'tsupposed

toputitoutthere,itwassupposedtostayin

yourheartforever.

Maduo:(tearfully)Reneilwe?

Me:(Bakangpaged)Guysihavetogo,Bakang

iswaitingattheairport...

IhuggedMaduoasshequietlyrubbedher

tears....



Me:I'llcallyouMaduo.(walkedaway)Bye

Reneilwe....(paused)Duoscanyoudropmeat

theairportandreturnthecarhome?

Maduo:Yeah....

Maduoglaredatherandshookherhead

walkingout....

Attheairport.......

Minuteslatersheparkedthecarthenistepped

outasthewindblewmyweave,ipushedit

asideandtookoffmyshadesasBakang

walkedovertothecar...

Helookedlikeagentlemaninhiswhiteshirt

andblackjacket...Heactuallylookedbetterin

formalwear....



Bakang:You'relate,Ithoughtyouchangedyour

mind...

Me:Noway...(wavedatMaduo)Bye

ShewavedatBakangashegreetedherthen

shedroveoff.Heheldmyhandandledmein

theairport...

Bakang:Areyouready?

Me:(smiled)Yeah...

Wejoinedthecheckinqueueholding

hands…......(9t)

AlwaysremembertoLiketheinsertseventhe

oneswithlessdrama/action.Muchlove
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AtMaduo'shouse...

MaduowalkedinandjoinedReneilweonthe

couchwhereshewaswatchingtv....

Reneilwe:Canwetalk?

Maduo:Whatdoyouwanttotalkabout?You

alreadyruinedmyreputation,youknowDitsame

kemadikganggadilale

Reneilwe:IaccidentallymentioneditwhenImet

herankopamadisoilostmytemperandtold

heroff.IwasemotionalbecauseIcouldtellshe

didn'tunderstandhowhertheftaffectedtoyou

twothatnight,itoldherthatifIwasherIwould

livewiththeguiltknowingthatafriendmight



havebeenrapedbecauseofmethenshesaid

"ohyoumeanthosefourguys?Comeon,it's

notabigdeal."sinceididn'ttellheranything

abouttheguysiassumedyoutoldhersince

youtwoareclose,igotangrygoreshethinks

rapeisnotabigdeal,agangrapeforthat

mattersoireallystartedtellingheroffgore

gaanapelo,howcanshetalkaboutitlikeit's

nothing,shekeptquietandthensaiduhuso

sheliedtomesayingshewasalmostraped

whenindeedshenwasraped,bythenitwastoo

lateforme.Ibeggedhernottosayanythingto

anyone.I'msorryforgettingtooinvolvedand

messingupbuticanneverintentionallydothat

toyou.Iknowthiswillspoilourrelationship,i

meanNaledidoesn'ttrustmeanymorebecause

itoldherbrotherherconfidentialinformation

andnowyou.

Maduo:Huhit'sokay,iunderstandnow...

Anyonecouldhavesaiditinthatscenario.



Reneilwe:Idon'twanttoloseyouguys,I'm

abouttogetmarriedandineedyoubymyside.

Youhavealwaysbeenthereformewheniwas

confusedandselfdistrusting,Ifinallymadeit

andiwanttocelebratewithyoutwo.

Maduo:I'llexplainittoNaledi,keatlhaloganya

jaanong,youmadeamistakeyouweren't

gossiping.Youwerelookingoutforme,lennaI

wouldbeoffendedifsomeonesaidthatkesa

itsetheothersideofthestory.

Reneilwe:(tearfully)Forgivemeplease...

Maduo:(huggedher)Stopfeelingbad....Now

you'remakingmefeelbad...Youmadethis

mistakebecauseyoucared......

Atthepsychologist....

Laterthatafternoonthepsychologistwatched



Duduassheexplainedherselfagainandleaned

backputtingherhandstogether...

Her:It'snothingnewtomeandnoidon'tthink

you'reafreak,you'reperfectlyfine,alotof

womenhavedifferentdarkfantasiesbutonly

10percentofthemwilladmitortellthenext

person.Only6percentwillactuallymakethat

fantasyareality,therestwillkeepitunder

controlbecausetheyareafraidofthe

outcomesorbeingjudgedbythenextperson.

ThisisinAfricabecauseincountrieslike

Americawomenarefreetoexpressthemselves

sexuallywithoutsomuchhushjudgement,they

haveareasyoucanvisittoliveyourfantasyand

thengobacktoyourlifebutAfricaisamuch

toughercrowd.I'llgiveacommonexample....in

publicallwomenwillbashawomanwhois

havinganaffairwithamarriedmanbutturn

aroundandhaveanaffairwithanothermarried



maninsecret.Ifeveryonewassoperfect

familieswouldn'tbreakbecausedivorceemen

aren'tdivorcingtobegay,manyofthemare

divorcingfortheotherwomanandohithelaele

goretheyhavechildrenwithintheirhomes.Not

everyoneisasperfectaswethinksodon'tbe

hardonyourself.

Dudu:(sighedinrelief)ThankGod,ithought

you'llsayI'mmadbecausethatcounsellorwas

reallyfreakedout.

Her:Butihavetoaskthis,haveyoueverfeltlike

thisbeforeBakangmetNaledi?

Dudu:No

Her:Areyousurethisisreallyyourfantasyor

youthinkit'swhatBakangwants?

Dudu:It'smine..

Her:Thenhowcomeyouneverfeltthatway

before?



Dudu:Idon'tknowbutilikedNaleditheminutei

sawher,wetalkedandsheisaniceperson.

ShenevertriedtofightmeforBakanglikemost

womenwoulddoandI'mreallyproudofher.

Shehasherflawsandwearguedbeforebut

funnyenoughwecanmakeupeasily,shecan

benicetomeevenifsheishurt.Theothertime

itoldheriwaswithBakangandwerefine,i

couldtellshewascryingbutshestill

maintainedacivilconversation.Thenextday

shesawawomanwhooncestolefrommeand

shehelpedme,ithinkshelikesmetoo.

Her:(sighed)WouldyoukissNaledi?

Dudu:Ifhewantsandifshedoesn'tmind,yes...

Her:Howdoyouthinkshewillreactifyou

kissedher?

Dudu:(laughed)Notgood...Shewillbe

disgusted,shewillprobablyhatemebutif

Bakangtoldhertoletmedoit,shemightagree.



SheloveshimlikeIdo.

Her:Doyouthinkyou'rebisexual?

Dudu:Idon'tknow,ihaveneverfeltabouta

womanthewayIfeelaboutNalediandireally

appreciatedherbeingnicetomewhenihurt

her.Shealwayssmilesandfacesaway

awkwardlywhenistareather.

Her:Thatsoundsverybisexual...

Dudu:Ifthat'swhatyouwanttocallit

Her:Whatdoyoudoallday?

Dudu:Itakecareofthebaby

Her:You'renotworking?

Dudu:No

Her:Whatdidyoudobeforeyougotpregnantor

gotbacktogetherwithBakang?

Dudu:Iimportedhairandhairproductsfrom

southAfricaandsoldtopeoplebothbulkand



individuals.

Her:Whydidyoustop?

Dudu:Bakangwastakingcareofeverythingand

iwastiredofhustling

Her:Whatareyougoingtodotomakemoney?

Don'tyouthinkyou'llneedmoneytopayrent,

buygroceriesandtakecareofyourself?

Dudu:Ido..

Her:Howmuchofyourstockdoyouhavenow?

Dudu:Ithinkhalf,Naledihelpedmegetmoney

fromtheladywhohadtriedtoscamme.

Her:Ournextappointmentisnextweekbut

whenwecomebackiwantyoutoshowme

howmanyweavesyousoldorhowmany

customersyouhelped.Yourtuskthisweekisto

reviveyourbusiness.Doyouthinkyoucando

that?

Dudu:I'mgoodatselling,I'lldoit.



Her:Whenlastdidyouapplyforajobofyour

qualifications?

Dudu:Idon't,theynevercallmeforinterviews.

Her:That'syoursecondtuskfortheweek,I

wantyoutoupdateyourCVandmakecopiesof

yourID,iwantyoutosearchallthecompanies

hiringarchitectsandsavetheiraddresses.

Calculatehowmuchitwillcosttosendeach

andeverycompanyyourapplication.Bringmea

softcopyofyourcoverlettersothatIcangeta

friendtoreviewit,I'llusemyofficeprinterto

printallthecopiesyouneedforthose

applicationsandyou'llsendthem.

Dudu:Iwon'tgethired,itried

Her:Afterapplyingforyourqualifiedpost,we

willstartfocusingonotherlittlepoststhatdon't

necessarilyneedyourdegree.

Dudu:Okay...

Her:Soyouhavetwotusks,ifyoufollowmy



instructionsyou'llbesurprisedhowmuch

thingswillchange.Idon'tlikeclientswhotake

mytusksseriouslybecauseitmakesmelook

bad.Goandfocusonthesetwoandwewilltalk

moreaboutNalediandBakangnextweek.

Dudu:I'lldothem,ihavenoproblemfollowing

instructions.…

AtGaborone....

Laterattwilightwewalkedinarestaurantand

hadourmeals...

Bakang:(checkedhisphone)Don'tforgetto

orderanothertakeawaywhenweleavesowe

caneatbeforebedtime...

Me:I'llcook

Bakang:wewillbestayinginaguesthouse...



Me:Ithoughtwewillbestayingatyourhouse,

didn'tyousayyouhaveahouse?

Bakang:I'msharing,youdidn'tthinkI'dhavea

housealltomyselfwhenistayinMaunmostof

themonthdidyou?Myroommatesayshehasa

visitor.

Me:Youneversaidanythingaboutsharing

Bakang:Wewilluseguesthouse...

Me:CanweatleastpassbysothatIcansee

yourroom?

Bakang:(sighedandsippedadrink)Seewhyi

didn'twantyoutocomeinthefirstplace?

Me:Why?

Bakang:Becauseyouquestioneverythingitell

you,it'sabitaexhausting.Don'tdothat...

Me:Sorry...



Iputmyforkdownandleanedback...

Bakang:Finishyourfoodsowecango...(stood)

ShouldIorderthesamething?

Me:BBQ

Hewalkedtothecountertheniemptiedmy

plateonthenexttableaspeoplewhowere

sittingnexttousleft,ilickedthespoonashe

walkedbackandsatdown.....

Bakang:Isthereanythingyouwanttobuy

beforewego?

Me:(smiled)Anything?

Bakang:(countedfiveP200notesandputthem

infrontofme)Yeah..

Me:Thanks...Iwanttogetclothesandshoes....



Bakang:Don'ttaketoolong,Ihavetocollect

officekeysfromacolleague,it'slate..

Minuteslaterwewalkedoutoftherestaurant

asheheldmyhandwhileiwasholdingour

takeaways...Hewastenseanddidn'thave

muchtosaytheentiretime...

Me:Letmecheckshoesinhere

Bakang:(gotthetakeaways)I'llwaitinthecar,

makeitfastihavetogo.....

Iwalkedinandboughtafewthingsincluding

lingerieandbumshorts,minuteslateriwalked

outwithaplasticanddialedmymother...

Mama:Hello?



Me:(smiled)Hi...

Mama:Yourpuppywon'teatporridge

Me:Aomamagiveitmilkakereiboughtabox

ofmilk?

Mama:AuLeleoraagorekelekanaketshelele

ntswanyanamashimosxoxoroosesekana?

Me:Keayone

Mama:Etogelehaitewaketalasenteetaaja

motogo.

Me:Ahmamammayou'llkillmydog,itwilllose

weight

Mama:Esiame,etaajahagonnathata.Kee

golegetsehoosetharee

Me:Itmuststayinthatthingmoekareng

skotelemoo,haishwenammaosotaScooby

Mama:Esiame,howareyou?

Me:I'mfine,Wejusthadamealandhegaveme



moneyforshopping,nowwearegoinghome.

Mama:ObatelegeP200momabelengmma,

whenyouvisitamaninaplacewhereyoudon't

haveaccommodationyoualwayskeepside

money.

Me:(laughed)Ijamamaenekana,I'llcallyou

laterkecheckerScub

Mama:Byebye

IhungupandwalkedtothecarwhereBakang

wasonthephonehavingwhatappearedtobea

seriousconversation,hehungupasigotinthe

sighedandstartedthecar...

Bakang:Putyourseatbelton...

Iputmyplasticsinthebackandpulledthebelt

ashedroveoutofthemallparkinglot...His



phonerangandheanswered...

Bakang:(frustratedly)I'mdriving...I'mdriving.

I'llcallyouback.

Hehungupandputthephonedown...

Me:Areyouokay?

Bakang:(sighed)Yeah,thisjobcanbevery

frustrating.

Minuteslaterheparkedinfrontoftherooms

andpagedsomeone,theapartmentsassistant

ranoverwithakeyandhandeditovertohim,i

gotmyplasticsandwalkedinashebroughtmy

bag..



Islowlyputtheplasticdownlookingatthe

beautifulhouse..Thelivingroomwasbigwitha

littlekitchenonthecornerandadoortothe

bathroomandbedroom...Heswitchedonthetv

andturnedmearoundforalongkiss...

Bakang:Keeta,keagotsaakeyyaoffice..

Me:(smiled)Bye

Bakang:Iloveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..

Hewalkedoutthenilockedthedoorand

excitedlyfittedmyclothes.……….

Co-wife



#36

AtDudu'shouse...

Shesatonthebedtakingabiteoutofthe

drumstickassheclickedonherdocuments,

sheputthedrumstickintheplateandrubbed

herhands...

Dudu:Okaybabe...Let'sdothisneh...(closed

hereyesandputherhandstogether)Holyspirit

icalluponyoutoannointmewiththehigher

power.....Godpleasegivemethisoneibegyou.

I'msending62applicationlettersjustletone

outoftherestbesuccessful.Inthenameofthe

father,thesonandtheHolyspirit,Amen.

SheleanedbackandupdatedherCVtogether



withthecoverletters,minuteslatershewalked

tothelivingroomstretchingherbackpressing

herphoneadvertisingherweaves...herphone

rang.

Dudu:Hello?

Femalevoice:Whoisthis?

Dudu:Nelebatagobuwalemang?

Voice:Ifoundyournumberinmyhusband's

phone,whoareyou?

Dudu:(heartpounding)What'syourhusband's

name?Thisisbusinessnumber

Voice:Areyouaprostitute?

Dudu:ArethereprostitutesinBotswana?

Voice:Yaanonghaorebusinessorayaeng?

Dudu:Weareapawnshop,maybehecalled

inquiringaboutsomethingorsellingus



something.

Voice:Oh-Gosiameee,mmegayastoriwasoi

wonderedwhoyouwere.

Dudu:NnyaammakemogalawakoDudupawn

Shop.Thanksforcalling,wouldyouliketovisit

ourshopandtakealookat-

Voice:Idon'tbuydisecondhandbye...

Shehungupthenshesighed

relieved....Princesscriedinhercrib,shewalked

overandliftedhergivingherakissonthe

cheek....

Dudu:Heybaby...Areyouhungry?Let'sgo

makeyourbottle...

Herfriendcalled...



Dudu:Heyyou

Her:Hey..Howdidthecounsellinggo?

Dudu:Better,shegotmetofocusonafew

things,kennahopefulnyanammanyana.

Her:Ilikethat..HeemmakanaisawWendyat

themallearlier

Dudu:(heartskipped)Areyousureitwasher?

Her:Yeah,iwonderifshecameforsomekind

ofbreakorsheisdonewithschool.

Dudu:(swallowed)Okay-letmemakeabottle

forPrincess,wewillchat.

Her:Okay,don'tstressyourself.

Dudu:I'mnot...Bye

Shehungupandmadeherdaughter'sbottle.....



AtMaduo'shouse...

Herphonerangasshewaspreparingher

supper...

Maduo:Hi

Tuelo:Heywhatareyoudoing?

Maduo:MakingsupperthenI'llbewatchingTV

Tuelo:Keitsapagoapaathemmantsholela,I'm

alittlehungrysalekejelekalunch.

Maduo:Taojeee

Tuelo:Keserious

Maduo:Lenna

Tuelo:I'llbetherein15minutes

Maduo:Okay,don'tletthemgetcold.Iwon't

warmthemagain



Tuelo:I'malreadyhalfway

Maduo:(laughed)bye

Shehungupandrushedtothebathroomwhere

shetookaquickshower,brushedherteethand

gaveherhousethelasttouchesbeforeclearing

herglasstable.

Sheputthetwowhiteplatesonthetable,their

forkandknifeontheserviettes,andtheglasses

ofdrinkswithicecubes,sheheardVrrphaa

parkingoutsideandpouredthedrinkinboth

glasses...

Sheexcitedlyrantothebathroomandbrought

onelargecolorfulscentedcandle,lititand

placeditonthemiddleofthetableasitemitted

it'ssweetmoodsettingscent....



Heknockedthenshetooktwodeepbreaths

andopenedthedoorforhim,hewalkedinand

theyhugged.Mmh...Hesmelledfresh,straight

outoftheshower...Man...Sheclosedthe

door....

Tuelo:Hey

Maduo:Hi,haveaseat...

Helookedatherpinkpongpongrag,itwas

purepinkwithoutasinglestainthenheslidout

hisNikepushersandwalkedonherragwithhis

socks...

Herhousecleanandthetablewasperfectlyset,

hesatdownandswallowedlookingatthe

mouthwateringfoodintheplates...



Maduo:(leanedoverandhandedhimtheplate

withbothhands)Hereyougo..

Tuelo:Thanks...

Shesatdownandgothersandthefeast

begun...

Tuelo:Areyouachef?

Maduo:(laughed)No,ilikecookingfunny

thingsandtryingnewrecipes

Tuelo:Thisisdelicious...You'reanexcellent

cook.

Maduo:Thanks...

Theyfinishedeatingthensheclearedthetable

andbroughthimawetkitchencloth,hewiped



hishandsandhandeditbackstaringinhereyes,

shesmiledshylyandgottheremote....

Maduo:Whatdoyoulikewatching?

Tuelo:CrimedocciesorSports

Maduo:Nyaaesengmmeche,bogolocrime

Tuelo:(laughed)Butwecanwatchanythingyou

want,I'mupforanything...

Maduo:Good,let'swatchAfricanAmerican

romance...Ohnothisoneisabouttoendbutat

leastthenextoneisnice,ilikeObsessed

Tuelo:Youwatcheditbefore?

Maduo:Yes,overa100timesbutitnevergets

old.

Tuelo:Sitdownwewillchatuntilthisoneends.

Theonlymovieiwatchoverandoverandstill

managetolaughisLittleman,whitechicksand

Grownup2..



Maduo:(laughedandsatdown)Ilovethose

moviestherra...

Heputhisarmaroundthecouchasthey

continuedchattingandslowlydroppeditdown

hershoulderuntilshewasonhischest..The

moviestartedthenheincreasedthevolume

andplacedherthighonhislapastheyboth

facedthescreencosyonthecouch...

Attheapartment.......

Laterthatnightididsquatexerciseswatching

onTVtryingtodistractmyselffromallthe

worriesihadbutitwashardtoconcentrate,I

finallystoppedandwentforashower...

Iputonmynewlingerieandcheckedthetime



again,itwasnow11:35pmandiwasgetting

sleepy.Ididn'twanttocallhimbecausehewas

tensewhenheleftbutIcouldn'thelpitanymore.

Idialedhisnumberanditrangansweredfor

about7times,onthe8thtimeheswitcheditoff

anditwaslikeaknifecutthroughmyheart...

Itriedoverandoverbutitwasn'tavailable,I

dialedDudu'snumber...

Dudu:(sleepy)Hello?

Me:Hi,sorrytowakeyou..

Dudu:(rubbedhereyes)Isthereaproblem?

Me:NemmaBakangonnakaemoGaborone?

Dudu:AtVillage,why?

Me:Housenumberkemang?Helongleftand



nowheswitchedoffhisphone.

Dudu:Don'tgothere,juststaywhereveryou're,

okae?

Me:Insomeguesthouse

Dudu:Justwaitforhim,thesecurityistight

there.You'llneedaremotecontrolatthegate

otherwisenoonewillhereyouknocking

becausethereisnoringeratthegate.Gapehe

neverallowedmeinhishousethat'swhyihad

myownhousemmerennarothemoGaborone.

Me:That'snonsense,why?

Dudu:Nalediwee?Don'tgothere...

Me:Whynot?

Dudu:(sighed)Don'tbetoocurious,robalaand

staywherehetellsyoutostay.Dowhathe

wants.

Me:Thanksfornothing,Ican'tbelieveoganake

plotnumberyammaplotnumber.Oneday



you'llneedmyhelpandI'llrespondlikethat.

(sheblurteditout)Thankyou,Goodnight

Dudu:Bye

Ihungup,searchedforcabcontactsand

enquiredabouttheircharges,itwsmorethani

thought.Icountedallthemoneyihadonme

anditwasenough.

Minuteslaterigotinthecabandhandedhim

theplotnumber...

Cabdriver:(gavebackthenote)Alright..

Iheavedasighandlookedatthebrightcolorful

citylightsasthecabpassed,idialedArona's

number...



Arona:(noisybackground)Hello?

Me:Heyyou...I'minGabswithBakangbuthe

willbeworkingduringtheday,canicomeover

tomorrow?

Arona:I'minJoburg...Wearrivedyesties,why

didn'tyoutellme?Iwouldhaveleftyouakey

Me:Noihaveaccommodation,ijustwantedto

seeyouhaobatho

Arona:I'mwithimportantpeoplemma,wewill

talktomorrow.Saveairtime

Me:Bye..

Thecabstoppedthenherolleddownthe

window,ilookeddownthestreetanditwas

completescreenwallsidebyside..Istepped

outandtriedpeakinginsidebuttherewasn't

evenalittleholeandiknockedonthegate...



Cabdriver:(laughed)Otswakaekogae?

Me:Maun,why?

Cabdriver:Kebonaokokonyahagating,these

housesarelargenoonewillhearyoufromhere,

whynotcall?

Me:Thephoneisoff.

Cabdriver:Butnoonewillhearyou,instead

you'llbeupsettingthedogsinthe

neighbourhood.

Me:Canyoutakemeback?

Cabdriver:YeahkaP50

Me:I'llhaveonlyP20leftafterpayingforthe

firsttrip

Cabdriver:Let'sgo...

Icouldn'tbelieveiwassocloseyetsofaraway,



Itriedhisphoneagainanditwasn'tavailable

thenigotinandweleft...

Minuteslaterthecabdroppedmeoffandleft,i

hadlostallmyenergyandmyheartwas

chokingme,Icouldfeelhewaswithanother

womanandithurtworsethananythingihad

everfelt.

Igotinbedandtriedtosleepbuticouldn't,i

tossedandturneduntil...

AtMaduo'shouse...

Tuelo'salarmbuzzedonthetable,theduohad

snuggledonthecouchwheretheyfellasleep

thepreviousnight...Tueloreachedforhis

phoneandstoppedthealarm...



Tuelo:(gentlypattedher)Babe...Maduo?

Maduo:(yawned)Mmh?

Tuelo:It'smorning,ihavetogotowork,I'llbe

late

Maduo:You'regoingtoworktoday?

Tuelo:Idoshifts

Maduo:Ohyeah,ofcourse...

Shegotoffhimthenhegotupandstretched

hisback...

Tuelo:Comeandlockthedoor

Heputonhisshoesthenshewalkedhimout,

theyhuggedstandingnexttothecar,hestared

inhereyesandlips,shestaredbackathimthen



heleanedover-

Maduo:Um...Bye

Tuelo:(rubbedhismustache)Bye

Hegotinhiscaranddroveoff....

AttheApartment...

Thenextmorningionlybrushedmyteethand

foundthenearestclothesandleft,Idialed

Dudu'snumberwalkingalongtheroadtothe

stop....

Dudu:Hello?

Me:Sorryforbotheringyouagain,whereis

Bakang'soffice?



Dudu:Sohesleptout?

Me:Yes,theofficeplease..(shereluctantlysaid

it)Thanks

Dudu:Hannekelewenankabokennahela.

Somethingsarenotworthit.

Me:(alandlinecallcamethrough)Kelandline,

letmeanswergongwekeene.

Dudu:Bye

Me:(picked)Hello?

Bakang:Heybabe,um...Sorryaboutlast,my

phonebatterydiedandihadleftthecharger.

Me:Bakangoletsekae?

Bakang:Idozedoffonthebedandbythetimei

gotupitwaslatesoidecidedtosleep,kegone

ketsenyaphoneonachargerrightnow.

Me:(tearfully)Idon'tbelieveyou,whyareyou

lying?



Bakang:Babeiknowhowthislooksbutit'snot

whatyouthink,justrelax,I'llbethereat

lunchtime.

Me:CanIcometoyouroffice?I'llbeonthe

computerandiwon'tdisturbyou.

Bakang:No,IneedtotalconcentrationwhenI'm

intheoffice,watchtvorgoshopping,keeta.

Me:Kantenerragodiragalaeng?Whydoifeel

likesincewearrivedhisyouchanged?

Bakang:Haishbabecanwenotdothis?Ihave

worktodo,thisiswhatImean.Ifwecan'tstop

accusingeachotheroverthephonehowwould

youcontrolitwhenyouarehere?I'mon

deadlinesandineedtocompletethis,ican'tbe

distractedbecauseifimakeamistake

someonemightgetfiredbecauseofmyerrors.

Me:Bye

Bakang:Watchtvbabe,lunchtimekeeta.



Me:(sniffed)Bye

Ihungupandwaitedforacombi....

AtBakang'soffice....

Awhilelateriapproachedhisofficeflatand

lookedup,isighedandtookthestairspassing

othercompanyofficesandreachedTawana

andAssociates,Iwalkedovertothemini

receptionbutnoonewaswasthere,ilookedat

thedoorsandwalkedalongthepassagewhere

ispottedhisnameonthedoorB.Tawana-CEO...

Therewassoftmusiccomingfromthepartially

openeddoorandIwalkedover,ipushedthe

doorslowlyandwalkedinashewasstanding

byhisbookshelfsearchingreadingbooktitles...



Bakang:(stilllookingatthebooks)Thatwas

quick...

Me:Hi..

Heturnedaroundandstaredatme...

Bakang:(swallowed)Whatareyoudoinghere?

IlookedatthehandbagandapinkiPadonthe

tableandlookedbackathim...Beforeicould

sayanythingthedooropenedandshewalkedin

holdingdrinksandcupcakes,sheplacedthem

onthetableandflippedherweavebackstaring

atme....Iranoutofwords,shewasactually

beautifulandhadbabyneckfolds,theyellow

chokeraroundherneckmatchedwithher

yellowsummerjumpsuit...Iknewisawher



somewherebutiwasn'tsure....

Her:What'sgoingon?

Bakang:It'snothing,I'lltakecareofit

Me:Bakangwhoisthis?

Bakang:(walkedover)Let'sgo...

Her:(quicklyblockedhiswayandclosedthe

door)Uh-uh...What'sgoingon?(pointedatme

withherthumb)what'sthis?

Bakang:(swallowedstaringather)Sheisa

friend

Her:(angrily)Oasimololaakere?

Bakang:Wendycomeon-

Wendy:No,whatisthis?Idon'thavemorethan

3daysinthecountryandalready-(sighed

shakingherhead)Ican'tbelievethis.

Me:(staringathim)I'mafriend?



Wendy:(turnedtome)Yes,hesaidyou'rea

friend,doyouhaveaproblemwithit?(tohim)I

meanreally?Lookather...Thisiswhatyou

cheatonmewith?Thisisthedirtyousleepwith?

Bakang:(satonthetablerubbinghiseyes)

Wendystop...

Wendy:(turnedtome)Whoareyou?

Me:MynameisNaledi-

Wendy:ObataengmogoBakang?

Me:Heismyboyfrie-

Wendy:Doyouseriouslybelievehelovesyou?I

meanreally..?(raisedhereyebrowsandturned

aroundfoldingherarmsshakingherhead)You

havesomuchconfidenceinyourself.

Me:Don'ttalktomelikethat,Ididn't-

Wendy:Youdidn'tknowwhatexactly?What

didn'tyouknow?Iknowyourtypes...icansee

golddiggingrightinyoureyesandihopeyou



havealittlechangefromwhathealreadygave

yousothatyoucangetafacialtreatmentand

getridofthisdisgustingspotsonyourface

becauseyou'renolongergettingadimeofhis

money.

Bakang:(heldherarm)Wendystop-

Wendy:Don'ttouchmeBakang,odirabobelete

gotswahooobuelelaleswelelagago?Don't

touchme...

Bakang:I'msorry...Ididn'tevendoanything

withher,nothinghappened!

Wendy:Kanteenengwanyanaeneyogasewa

lasttimereomanakaenemoSkype?I

rememberhershewasthisfat

Bakang:Gaseene.Naleditsamaya...

Wendy:Sheisnotgoinganywhere,I'mstill

talkingtoher

Bakang:(blockedherway)Naledipleasego....



Irememberedher,shewastheMP'sdaughter,

atearrandownmycheekanditurnedaround

towalkoutbutshegrabbedmyweavefrom

behindandpulledmeback,ifellonmyback

andshestompedonmyforeheadasBakang

restrainedandpushedherback....

Bakang:Wendy...Stopit.....kantekeengosa

utweyaana

Wendy:(angrily)Letgoofme...Ntogela...

Bakang:(blockingherinacorner)Nalediemao

tsamae......

Ipickedmyphonefromthefloorandwalked

outrubbingmybumpyforeheadastearsfell

uncontrollably........(9t)

Co-wife
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AtBakang'soffice....

Wendy:(pushedhimandcoveredherface

crying)Leavemealone...

Bakang:(walkedoverandhuggedherbyforce)

I'msorry....Nothinghappened,wejustmet....

Wendy:(rubbedhereyesandmovedback)Stop

lyingtome,I'mnotstupid...

Bakang:Nothinghappened!Whatdoyouwant

metosay?

Wendy:(angrily)Thisiswhyiwantedyoutouse

acondomlastnightandyouthoughtiwas

beingunreasonable,whatisthis?Doyoueven

knowyourHIVstatusneBakang?

Bakang:Ididn'thaveunprotectedsexwith

anyone,howrecklessdoyouthinkiam?



Wendy:(staringathim)Really?Bakangmaybe

weshouldstopwhateverthisisbecauseiwon't

standhereandwatchyouplaywithmy

emotions,gaoserious.I'mnotgoingtoforgive

youforthis.

Bakang:(gotonhiskneesandheldherhands)

Okay....Okay...Ihadunprotectedwithtwo

women,justtwosinceourargument-

Wendy:(grabbedherbag)Bye-

Hegotupandpushedthedoorblockingher

way...

Bakang:Theyarebothnegative,I'msorry....I'm

sorry,iwasdepressed.…youdidalltheseyou

can'tentirelyblameme...

Wendy:Ididallthese?How?Didishoveyour

dickintheirshit,Bakangmove...



Bakang:Yousaidyoudidn'twanttocomeback

toBotswanawhenyoufinishschool,yousaid

you'dfindajobtheresoicameupwithplanB,i

can'tdoalongdistancerelationship,ipatiently

waitedforyoutofinishschoolthinkingwe

wouldfinallystartbuildingafamilybutyou

didn'twantthat....

Wendy:PlanB?Soshewasn'tjustanight

stand...youloveher?

Bakang:(holdingherwaist)Babe-

Wendy:(pushedhimback)Don'ttouchme,tell

me!Isshewastheoneyouwantedtosettle

withhadinotcomeback?does-that-mean-you-

love-her?Yesorno

Bakang:Alittlebit.....Butiloveyoumore.She

wouldn'thavemademehappythewayyoudo

butIhadnochoice,yousaidyouweren't

comingback,whatdidyouexpectmetodo?

Wendy:Givemeheraddress,iwanttoseeher



andmakethingscleartoher.Andwhoisthe

otherwomanyouhadunprotectedsexwith?

Bakang:Dudu

Wendy:Theoneyouweremessingwiththelast

timeIwashere?

Bakang:Yeah

Wendy:Bakangshouldigain10kg?

Bakang:No,ofcoursenot-

Wendy:Isitjustacoincidencethatboththese

womenarefat?

Bakang:Theyarenotevenfat,whydoyouhave

toputitlikethat?

Wendy:Fit,thick,fullwhateverwordyouwantto

use,kerilenneelamainaangwanyanawagago,

iwanttomakesuresheunderstandswhoiam,

whatyou'retomeandsheshoulddo.

Bakang:Naledigaadingalo,shewon'ttalkto

meafterthis.Sheisgone,molese....



Wendy:Gawadirangwanaleene?

Bakang:Noofcoursenot

Wendy:Andtheotherone?

Bakang:(swallowed)Whatabouther?

Wendy:(clappingrhythmically)Did-you-get-her-

pregnant?Whyareyoupretendingtobe

confused?

Bakang:Ididn't.....Ididn't...(sighed)Babei

reallythoughtwewouldforgetaboutthepast

andmoveon.

Wendy:Idon'tbelieveyou...Iwanttomeetboth

ofthesewomenbecausethelastthingIneed

kegoreerekelekoMaungaotakwanoaboke

ipotsagoreawaratanakanajang.

Bakang:TheyarebothfromMaun

Wendy:Didyoucomewiththisgirlknowing

you'recomingtome?

Bakang:Shecametobuysomething



Wendy:Bakangyouhavetwooptions,it'seither

youconfesseverythingyoudidandletmedeal

withitthebestwayicanorwegoourseparate

ways.Iamnotgoingtocompeteforyour

attentionwithanotherwoman,it'seitheryou

lovemeandactlikeitoryoumovealongand

letanothermandoitforyou.

Bakang:(angrily)Whydoyouhavetothreaten

me?

Wendy:Threatenyou?Niggayounuttedintwo

women...Ishoulddoworsethanthreaten

you...2options,whichonedoyouchoose?(he

quietlystaredatherthensheshookherhead

andgrabbedherIPadbutheblockedherway)

Whichonedoyouchoose?

Bakang:Thefirstone...

Sheputherhandbagdownandfoldedherarms

staringathim....



Bakang:Whenyoustartedtalkingabout

workingoverthereilosthopeforthiswhole

thing,iwasdisappointedbecauseithoughtwe

bothwantedtogetmarriedandhavekidsbut

youhadotherdreamsaboutyourcareerover

there.Igotdepressedaboutit,myfamily

noticedeventheguysnoticediwaslosingmy

mind,wheneveryonekeptaskingmeaboutyou

Ijusttoldthemwebrokeup.IdatedDudu

shortlyafterthatargument,iwascarefulnotto

haveunprotectedsexwithherbecauseiknewi

stilllovedyoubutwhenyourefusedtocomefor

ChristmasIfiguredyoufoundsomeoneand

startedbeingcareless,shefellpregnant...

Wendy:Soyouhaveachild?Doyourparents

know?Theydidn'tevenaskaboutme?

Bakang:Itoldthemwebrokeupwaybefore

theyheardaboutDudu,itwaseasytobelieve

akereyoudidn'twanttocomeonChristmas,i



trulybelievedyoufoundsomeoneinSydney.

Wendy:Itoldyouwhyididn'tcome,Ihadfound

atemporaryjobandiwantedittoaddacredit

tomyCV.Itwasagoodcompany.

Bakang:WorkingwithastudentVISA?Ididn't

studyoverseasbutihavetravelledaround,don't

trytofoolme.

Wendy:Ifyoudidn'tbelievemewhydidn'tyou

askme?Igotthereferencefromthemandthey

wantedtohiremeimmediatelyaftercompleting

mystudies,theygavemeaverygoodoffer

that'swhyicouldn'tresistitbecauseIwouldn't

gethalfthatpayinBotswanabutichangedmy

mindthinkingwecouldbuildafuturekante

wenawaratana.(hekeptquiet)Uhcontinue....

Bakang:Duduhadsomekindofdepression

duringherpregnancyandididn'tknowanything

aboutpregnancyanddepressionwhatnotsoi

brokethingswithheranddatedNalediright



afterthat

Wendy:Doesshehaveababytoo?

Bakang:Shehadamiscarriage

Wendy:Wowyouwereonababymaking

spree....OboataBakangandyou'renotafraid

ofSTDs,atleastidon'tfeelguiltygogoapesa

condomeverytimewehavesex,otaatshelaka

condomuntiloithutagoitota.

Bakang:Idon'tgetwhyyou'reblamingmefor

everything,thisishalfyourfault,youcausedall

thesebyputtingyourcareerbeforeus,ididn't

evenknowifyoulovedmeornot

Wendy:Iwasastudent,itwouldbestupidfor

metogoallthewayjusttofailandyesihadto

putmycareerfirstbecauseyou'renotevenmy

husband,thereisabigdifferencebetweenthe

twoBakang.

Bakang:Iconfessed,doyouforgiveme?



Wendy:I'llthinkaboutitbutinthemeantimei

wanttohaveaconversationwiththisNaledigirl

andmakethingsclearforher,whereisthebaby

mama?

Bakang:InMaun

Wendy:I'llseeherwhenigethome...Andthese

betterbetheonlywomenyoubeenwith.Koore

bathokoMaunbagomponabohemakeshiaka

lebelete...Mxm

Bakang:(laughed)Nekebeletakasephirimme

kana,noonesawmewiththem.Inever

attendedanythingwitheitherofthem.

Wendy:Don'tmakethisajoke,I'mreallyhurt...

Heslowlywalkedoverandkissedher...

Bakang:Thankyou....Youwon'tregretthis..

Wendy:(tearfully)butI'mhurt....I'mreallyhurt...



Bakang:IknowandI'msorry,thisisn'texactly

howIwantedourfirstdaytobe,I'llmakeitto

you.

Hekissedherasshebrokedownintearsand

slowlyunzippedherjumpsuit,hershoulder

stringfelldownthenhepulleddownherbraand

leanedovertonguinghernipplethenhekissed

herunzippinghispants,heputherhandinhis

boxers...

Wendy:Stop...

Bakang:(paused)What?

Wendy:Wearenotdoinganythingwithout

condoms.

Bakang:Ithoughtyouforgaveme

Wendy:Idid,iforgaveyoubutidon'ttrustyou

anduntilthenyou'llbewrappingitbeforeyou



putitinsideme.

Bakang:WaalapisaWendy,abootsile...

Hezippedhispantsandwentforthedrinkon

thetable...

Attheapartment.....

Istoodbeforethemirrorcryingcoveringmy

bruiseswiththeFoundationandfixedmy

weavethenistaredatmyface,iknewIwasn't

themostbeautifulpersonintheworldbuti

wonderedjusthowbadilooked,icouldnever

trustmyeyes...Ofcourseithoughtiwasokay,i

wassureevenpeopleithoughtwereugly

thoughttheywerebeautiful.Icouldhavebeen

wrongaboutbeingaveragewheninfactiwas

belowaverage....



Afterpackingmythingsidialedmybrother's

number...

Abaleng:Hello?

Me:(Justhisvoicetriggeredanothercry).....

Abaleng:Lelegorileng?

Me:keutulebothoko

Abaleng:(pulledoverandstoppedthecar)

What'swrong?

Me:Ifyouweren'tmybrotherwouldyoulove

me?

Abaleng:AreyoubacktogetherwithBakang

again?

Me:No,I'mjustwonderingifI'lleverfindlove.

Abaleng:Ifyouweren'tmysisteriwouldmarry

youatfirstsightbecauseyou'rebeautiful,



you'retrusting,you'reforgivingandyou're

intelligent.

Me:Ineedtransportmoney,I'mstuckin

Gaborone.Pleasedon'taskmehoworwheni

gothere.

Abaleng:I'lldepositthemoneyinyourinafew

hours,pleaseseemewhenyougetback.Ifeel

likeithasbeenalongtimesincewetalked.I

don'tknowyourstressesanymoreandit

bothersme.

Me:(rubbingmytears)Thewedding

preparationsareenoughtofrustrateyou,I'm

fine...Andthanksforthemoney.

Abaleng:Iloveyou

Me:(smiled)Iloveyoutoo

IhungupanddialedDudu...



Dudu:Hello?

Me:You'reasnake,theonlythingleftisforyou

togoliveinaholeandhisswhenyouseeus.

WhoisWendy?

Dudu:Whathappened?

Me:WhoisWendy?

Dudu:It'sBakang'sexgirlfriend,whathappened?

Me:Don'tlietome,sheisnothisexandthat's

whyyoudidn'twantmethere.

Dudu:(angrily)I'mtiredofyouraccusations

evenwhenI'mbeinghelpful,Bakangtoldmehe

leftthatwomanbecauseshewasstaying

abroadandheneededsomeonewhowas

aroundtobuildafamily,mydaughterwasn'ta

mistakelikeyoursonwas,weactuallyplanned

her.TheonlyreasonIdidn'twantyoutogo

thereisbecauseicouldseetheredflags.Iput

2and2togetherabokebonagoregorayagore

BakangoetseWendykoobutknowingher



attitudeididn'twantyoutodealwithher.I'm

sorryfortryingtohelp.

Me:Butyoushouldhavetoldmeyour

suspicionsifatallyou'retryingtohelp

Dudu:Andifitturnedouthewaswitha

differentwomanabokereng?Bakangatego

mpetsagapegotweiwantedtohurtyou?No.I

knowyoudon'ttrustmesoican'tsharemy

suspicionswithyou.

Me:Ahmmenkaboobuilegorianake

harasitswekemotho.

Dudu:AgoakereoiteileBakangmalobawhy

didn'tyoubeather?

Me:Itwasn'tworthitandsheistheMP's

daughteridon'twanttogetintrouble.

Dudu:Areyouokaythough?

Me:ihaveaheadache,shekickedmeonthe

facebutImanagedtocovermybruiseswith



thefoundation.I'mwaitingformybrotherto

sendmemoneythenI'mcoming.

Dudu:Ihavemoneyinmyaccount,ican

transferitrightnowifyou'reinanemergency.

Me:Thanks,senderP300hankatsenamo

basengyaMaunhelatabokesiame,nnakewa

lejebejebeoileSAnkabokesielakogoene.

Dudu:Okay,letmedothatjustnow.Jaanong

Bakangkehaarenghangwanyanaasotaka

wena?

Me:Bakangwasn'tthere,itwassomeone

else.....bodipajoithelaabodiramogoronaare

laolaneboseyo,kehakgametse.Kehaibile

gotweI'mjustafriendandnothinghappened

betweenus,kooremysonisnothingtohim...

Nothing...

Dudu:Iyoo,palamabaseoboweee.Kooregago

ntsejaanamothoatshabelekgakala...Leha

mashiagaPrincieakahelankaseletse.



Kootengmmakgosiwagoduduetsamorutegia

tsile.

Me:Iyakemathataandihavenointentionof

tellinganyone,kooreyagonnawetoldyouand

youdidn'tlisten.I'llonlytellMamaleMaduothe

restibilentsebaitserekgaoganye,Bye

Dudu:Bye

Ihungupandgotmybagonmywayout,asi

steppedoutdialingMaduo'snumberaredJeep

parkedrightinfrontofmyroom,bothdoors

openedandtheysteppedoutasthewindblew

theirweaves.....

Shetiedherhairintoaponytailwitharibbonas

shewalkedoverandputhercarkeysinthe

pocket.



Wendy:Oskalotela,iwanttotalktoyou.Bula

rennehaatsherebue.

Me:I'mgoingout,buwaseobatanggosebuwa

goneha..

Wendy:Dearidon'thaveallday,openthedoor,

mymanpaidforitanyway.….......

Co-wife

#38

Attheapartment...

Herfriend:Shemmathebula...

Icouldtellfromtheirtonestheycameprepared

butiwasn'temotionallyreadytoengageina

fight,iwasweak.Iunlockedthedoorand

walkedbackin.Theyfollowedmeinandlooked



aroundfrowning,Wendysatnexttomeonthe

couchasherfriendhelpedherselfwiththe

fridgefood.....

Wendy:HowlonghaveyoubeenseeingBakang?

Me:about9monthsithink

Wendy:Andyoudidn'tknowhehadagirlfriend

oryoujustdidn'tcare?

Me:Ididn'tknowhehadagirlfriend,henever

toldmeanythingaboutyou.

Wendy:Mypicturesarealloverhishouse,my

clothesarethereelegoreneotsaagorekesule?

Me:Ihaveneverbeentohishousemo

Gaborone,imethiminMaunandyourpictures

aren'tinhishouseekoMaun,heonlyhashis

familythere.

Wendy:Sogaobewamoguesthousengoneo

tsayagoreng?Ngwanyanathelesago



ntshamikisakanteotsaagoreketilego

tshamekalewena?Howcanyoubewithaman

for9monthsandnotknowhewasdoing

something?Lesagonkaketsa,you'relying...

Me:whatdoyouwantfromme?IleftBakang,

I'llnevertalktohimagain.Idon'tthinkallthisis

necessary.Heisyours,irespectthatandI'll

stayawayfromhim.

Wendy:Goodnowweunderstandeachother

becauseyousee...I'mnotafraidtobeatyouup,

yesI'mclassybutifyouwanttotakeittothe

streetsI'llbetheretooandwhateveridotoyou

youwon'tdoanythingaboutitbecauseMaunis

myfather'shouse...You'reoneofthetoysiplay

aroundwithandicandisposeyoujustlikethis

(snappedherfingers).Idon'tknowhowyou

methimbutIcanseeyougrewupinthecattle

postrunningaftergoatsandcollecting

firewoodtocook,icantellallthesefromthe

scarsonyourlegs.Youprobablyclimbedtrees



tocatchchickensforlunchsoicanunderstand

yourexcitementwhenaPrinceapproachedyou.

Youprobablysubmittedtohisdemandsandhe

rewardedyouwithlittlegiftsandmoney,big

moneytoyoupeanutstohim.Letmeexplain

somethingtoyou,youwerenothingbutasex

objectforhisdesires,that'swhyhechoseyou

becauseheknowswomenwhocomefrom

povertywilltakeanytreatmentforgiftsand

money.Kindoflikeprostitutes...You'rea

prostituteNaledigakegosebekeaagobolela.

(shepulledtheheartnecklaceoffmyneck)

Mxm...Iboughthimthisnecklace,ihavethe

otherhalf.

Irubbedmyneckandlookedatmyhand,the

wayithurtwhenshepulledthenecklacei

thoughtitcutme...



Wendy:(crossedherlegs)Thequeenwasn't

homeandtheking'sneedshadtobemetsothe

slavesservedtheirpurpose,ithappensinthe

Royalhouses...SlavesservethemasterbutI'm

back.Gakejeleswelagago,doyouunderstand

me?

Me:(swallowed)Yeah...

MyeyesprickedandIcouldfeelthemgetting

warmastearsfilledmyeyes,ididn'twantto

breakdownbeforeherbuticouldhardly

breathe....

Wendy:Givemeyourphone,I'mdeletingallhis

pictures.

Ihandedhermyphonethenshedeletedallthe

pictureshewasin,hismessagesandcontact...



Wendy:Whosecoffinisthis?

Me:Myson's

Wendy:Don'ttheyburnthesethingsatthe

hospital?

Me:(rubbedmytear)Itwasababy

Wendy:(lookingathispicture)Thisiscreepy

whotakesapictureofadeadbaby.AnywayI'm

deletingthesepicturestoobecauseitwashis

sperm-

Me:Don'tdeletemyson'spictures,theyhave

nothingtodowiththis.

Wendy:It'sBakang'ssoI'mdeletingit,moveon

withyourlife,whydoyouwanttoholdonto

somethingyoucan'thave?

Herfingersmovedaroundthescreenasshe

deletedmysonspictures,igrabbedthephone



fromherbutshepushedmebackandslapped

mewiththephone...

Wendy:Don'ttouchmewithyourfilthyhands

Herfriendwalkedoverslowlypeelingtheapple

withaknifestaringatmeandisatdown

lookingatherasshecontinueddeleting.Itfelt

likeshewastakingpartofmeandicouldn't

stopthetears...

Me:(rubbedmyeyes)Themmakeagokopase

suthedinepetsagangwaneke,di7hela

jalo...I'mbeggingyou,stop.Iwon'tevertalkto

Bakang...

Wendy:I'mdeletingeverythingthatlinksyouto

myman,thispregnancykeyoneyagaBakang

akere?



Me:Youdeletedhispictures,whyareyou

deletingmine?

Wendy:Becauseyouwerepregnantwithhis

baby...findamanandgetpregnantyou'llkeep

thosepicturesesengtsampayagaBakang.

Herfriend:(eatingleftovers)Shecanstill

recoverthepictures,therearesoftwaresthat

dothat.Chewthememorycard

Shetookoutthememorycardandthrewthe

phoneonmylap...

Me:(crying)Themmapleasekeagokopa

nneelacardyame

Wendy:.(brokeitinhalfandthrewitonmyface)

Bakangoboata,gakeakanyagorehesleptyoui

feellikepuking,hewon'tbegettingablowjob

frommegakejeleswe.



Me:(iclosedmyphoneandputitinit'spouch)

Canigo?BusyaMaunyantshia.

Wendy:Yeahgoandthanksforthechat,itwent

betterthanIthought.Youhavealittleclass

afterall.

Iwalkedoutcrying,literallycryingoutloudlikea

child,Iwentthroughmygalleryhopingtoseeat

leastonepictureofmysonbutallmypictures

weregone.

Tearsblurredmyvisionasiwalkedalongthe

roadandIsatdowncrying...Ididn'tcareif

anyonesawmeandIcouldn'tcontainit.Alittle

girl,roughly8yearsoldpassednexttome

holdingakite,Icouldn'tstopcryingevenasshe

staredatmesadly,Sheturnedandwalkedback

tome...



Her:(brushingmyhairwithherlittlehand)

Mmamaneollelang?

Irubbedmytearsbutitwasn'thelping,mytears

werestillflowingandnowmynosehadblocked,

ihadtobreaththroughthemouthasigaspeda

fewbreaths...

Her:(shesatnexttomeandrubbedmytears

withtheouterpartofherfist)Bagotseetse

sengwe?

Me:(calmly)Someonedeletedmychild's

pictures

Her:Butyou'lltakeotherpictures

Me:Thechildislate

Her:Sorrybutmaybeyou'llhaveanotherbaby

onedayorGodwillgiveyoutwinsandthenyou

won'tbesadanymorebecauseyouwilltakea



lotofpictures.

Me:(laughedtearfully)Thankyou..

IsuddenlyrealisedIwascryinginfrontofan8

yearoldgirlandrubbedmytearssniffingupmy

blockednosethenigotupsmilingandhugged

her...

Me:Thanksnana

Her:(handedmeagum)mmh..Ifinishedthe

sweets

Me:(smiled)Thankyou

Shewalkedawayasthewindblewherkite,i

unwrappedthegumandchewedtakingabout4

stepsthenilookedbackbutshewasn'tthere,i

lookedattheclose-byhousesbutallthedoors

wereclosed,maybesheranbehindthehouses



orsomethingbutshewasthedistractioni

needed.Itookoutmymirrorandstarted

powderingmyfaceasiwalkedtothestop...

AtMauncouncil....

LaterthatafternoonNorthWestDistrictleader's

meetinggotdismissed,membersofdifferent

politicalpartiesandotherimportantmembers

ofthesocietywalkedoutchatting...Kgosi

walkedouttalkingwithothereldersastheMP

caughtuptothemandshookhands...They

steppedasideexchanginggreetings...

MP:Kgosi..

Kgosi:Ntate...Howareyou?

MP:I'mgood...I'mgood,Iwantedtocallyou

yesterdaybutisomehowgotdelayeduntilit



waslate.Mywifeisthrowingasurprise

welcomehomepartyforWendyandshe

wantedtoinviteyourfamily,Idon'tknowyour

boy'snumberwewantedtoinvitehimbutwe

couldn'taskherforhisnumbershemight

suspectsomething.It'snothingbig,justa2

hourcelebration

Kgosi:Idon'tunderstand,didn'tthesetwobreak

uplastyear?

MP:Theybrokeup?

Kgosi:That'swhathetoldme,hesaidshe

wasn'tevencomingback,iheardsheisworking

inSydney.

MP:Shewasconsideringtostaytherebutshe

changedhermindmonthsago,wenevergo

deepaboutherprivatelifebutshewouldhave

mentionedittome.

Kgosi:Maybetheygotbacktogetherafterthat

argumentandheforgottotellme



MP:(laughed)Ihopehedidn'tbringanothergirl

home,theseboyscan'tbetrusted...

Kgosi:(laughed)Idon'tknowanyoneexcept

Wendy

MP:(laughedandshookhands)Ilikethat...I

likeit,nothinggivesmemorepeacethan

knowingmydaughteriswithayoungmanfrom

agoodbackgroundraisedtoberesponsible

andbeagoodleader.

Kgosi:(smiled)Thankyou

MP:Haveagooddaychief

Kgosi:Youtoo...Bye

Heexchangedgreetingswithothersand

headedtothecardialinghisson'snumber....

Bakang:Hello?



Kgosi:Whydidn'tyoutellmeyou'restillseeing

Wendy?Youtoldussheleftyou,whywouldyou

lietome?

Bakang:Ididn'tlie,Shesaidshewasstayingin

SydneysoilookedforawomaninBotswana,

Howwasisupposedtothinkshewasserious

aboutuswhenshechosetostayoceansaway

fromme,schoolingwasunderstandablebut

workingtherewasasignshewasn'tserious.

Shemademedoallthese,evenwhenshetold

meshethoughtaboutusandhaddecidedto

comebackIdidn'tbelieveherthat'swhyi

continuedwithNaledi.

Kgosi:Butyou'replayingadangerousgameand

ihatethatitisstartingtoinvolveme,Wendy's

parentsinvitedustohersurpriseparty.Nowi

mustjumparoundgirlsplayingthegoodfather

inlaw,kantewhatiswrongwithNaledi?

Bakang:It'scomplicated



Kgosi:How?

Bakang:IwantWendy

Kgosi:(shookhishead)WaalapisaMidowaitse,

thesooneryousettledownthebetter,thenext

thingyou'llbeimpregnatingallthreeofthem.

Bakang:Wendycausedallthese

Kgosi:OgorosePrincessbeforeyoubringthat

Wendyofyourshere.I'mgoinghome.Ketswa

hakhanselengkelapile...

Bakang:Bye

Kgosi:Bye

Hehungupanddroveoff...

AtBakang'shouse...

MeanwhileBakanghungatowelabovehis



shoulderandwalkedtowardsthepooldialing

hisfriend'snumber...

Tuelo:Yeah

Bakang:Themonnankelakontungwagopega

dinepetsagaWendy

Tuelo:(laughed)Didn'tshesayherlifeisin

Sydney?

Bakang:Wehavebeentalkingforawhileand

shehasbeentalkingaboutafamily,building

andwhatnotbutididn'tthinkshewasserious,i

wentalongwithitkanteoserious

Tuelo:Areyouserious?SosheisinBWalready?

Bakang:Themonna

Tuelo:(laughed)Shit!AndNaledi?

Bakang:Youwon'tbelievewhathappened,i

beenoutofthisgamefortoolongmoeleng

goreketshwerwewithin24hours.Naledi



showedupatmyofficeandWendywasboiling

ialmostshitmypants...urgh...

Tuelo:(laughed)HeheheI'llgohangthem,

wherearethey?

Bakang:Mothatbigwoodentoolboxinthe

garage

Tuelo:AlrightbuthowisNaledi?Kanajaanong

yourproblemsmightaffectmekakwano

MaduomightthinkI'mplayingheraswell.I

can'tlosethisoneihaveagoodfeelingabout

her

Bakang:Partofmewantstocallhertomake

suresheisfinebutithinkIhavedoneenough

damage,iknowsheishurtingwhereversheis

andihopesheheals,Ireallywantedtomake

thingsworkthistimearoundandilovedher.i

reallydidn'tthinkWendywasseriousaboutus.

Tuelo:ButNaledilovesyou

Bakang:Iknowbutit'sWendy....Youknowhow



Ifeelabouther

Tuelo:(sighed)Keatlhaloganyalaitiaka...I

knowwhatshemeanstoyoubutNaledimust

becrushedbythis,atleastDuduknewWendy

mightpopupaftercompletingherstudiesbut

Nalediwasindarknessalesurekawena.Gawa

dirangwanasentemestaa

Bakang:IknowbutthereisnothingIcando

now,OmochekethroughMaduoandupdateme.

Tuelo:Alrightshapo

Bakang:Sure

Atthebusrank...

Iapproachedthebustalkingtothephone...

Maduo:IwishIwasthere,otogetsemonyana



yoo...Iwouldhavebeatherevenherfather

wouldn'trecogniseher.I'mdisappointedinyou,

howcanyouletsomeonewalkalloveryoulike

that?

Me:(rubbedmyeyes)Youwouldn'tunderstand,

it'snotjustaboutfighting...Ihavenostrength,

thiswholethingleftmenumb.IloveBakang

andithoughtcomingherewouldbringus

closerbuthelovesanotherwoman,awoman

whojustpoppedoutofnowhere.Helovesher...

Hesaidiwasafriend..Hewasgentleonher

andhehasn'tbotheredcallingmesincethen.

Heevengavethegirlmyaddress...

Maduo:Candyyooogotseelakotasemmeke

mmeilebambara...ShestaysinMaunakere,I'm

sureoneofthegooddayswewillmeet,festive

seasonisjustaroundthecornerandMaunwill

beburningwithfunevents,iknowshewill

attendoneofthem,I'llgoghettoonher.How

dareshedeletesyourbaby'sphoto,whydidn't



shedeleteBakang'sspermonlyandleaveyour

Ovarykakeyooareosuthadispermtsaga

Bakang.Nxlaesesketetsewaitse....Keeng

nneasaphotoshopempayagaBakangalesa

dinepetsagago?Nxlaa

Me:Idon'tknowwhattothinkanymore..

Maduo:Justgetinthebus,Bakangleenewa

boraplease

Me:Hehasn'tcalledtoevenaskifI'mfineorat

leastlietomesayingheissorry.

Maduo:Lethimbe,moleseosiame.

Me:MmekahaneBakanganthapelakateng?

Thismanbeggedmelikeiwasthelastwoman

onearth,heboughtmeacar.Iunderstandhe

comesfrommoneybutdomenjustbuyanyone

acar?Wasallthatanactknowinghewillleave

meatsomepoint?

Maduo:Guyslikehimliveinthemoment,if

you'retheonerighttherehewillactlikeitbut



whenyourtimeisuphetakesittothenext

womangapeBakangjustwantedtouseyou,he

wantedasoneventhecartotaorileit'sforhis

son.

Me:Ishouldhaveknownsomethinglikethis

wouldhappen,Duduleenesheshoweduplike

thiskesaitsesepe.Bakangisheartlesslikemy

father...WhenhesaidI'mjustafriendkeutwa

kegopolaPapa.

Maduo:Nodon'tmentionthatman,idon'tlike

hearingaboutthethingshedid.

Me:(tearfully)Italmostfeltlikethesame

feelingwhenmyfathersawusatthemall

buyingMaizemealandasmallbottleof

cookingoilreilekadinaokommolongmo

tsatsinglegoneeneapusherabigtrolleywith

hisgirlfriendanddaughter...hejustpretended

hedidn'tseeus.Mymotherheldmecloser

tellingmetostayclosebutithoughtshedidn't

understandpapasoiwalkeduptohimkereke



buwaleene,hejustsaid"gohomeI'llcomesee

youthere"abuawithaseriousface,hedidn't

evengivemeP10foradrinkbuthecouldsee

myshoesweretornandthatiwassweatingas

resultofwalkingsuchalongdistancefrom

hometotheshop,hisdaughterwaswearing

newcolourfulclotheswithnicehairspeaking

thisniceEnglishyadiEnglishmedium,ienvied

thatgirlkanaokaejaana...todaywhenIlooked

atWendykeutwakeitseelakotasehaakanako

enePapaaingnora.Confidenceyame

evaporatedkelebileWendy...keinyaditsewith

everything,shespokeEnglishlikeshewasan

AmericanandIcouldn'tevendefendmyself,i

wasstuttering.Ijustwantedhertoleaveme

alone...(rubbedmyeyes)Bakangbrokemy

heart...Idon'tthinkI'lleverbethesameagain.

Maduo:Justcomehomemylove,youhavea

jobandyoudon'tneedhimtobehappyandthis

timedon'treturnthecar,youdeserveitbecause



hisgirlfriendbeatyou.Candyyooeneke

mmeiletrepekamodimo,haahetakannaota

utwakakaforeclapahela.Justwait...

Me:Ihaveneverbeenembarrassedlikethis

before,waitseifyoueverseemetalkingto

Bakangjustborrowagunandshootme,Ke

tabokeloilwe.I'mdonewithrelationships.I'm

done...

Maduo:Mxmheisajerk

Me:Kesiilwekebusya7kediilweketrafficand

nowthisonegatweyoubookaseatsoihave

beensittingherelikeafoolkantebathobabuka

diseatthroughthephone,bareit'sfullbutI'll

standuntilsomeonegetsoutprobablyko

Mahalapye.It'sthelastbusgakenachoice

Maduo:WaitseBakangogosotiletsalaame,uh...

Juststand,I'msuresomeonewillgetoffinthe

nextstop,2hoursisnotbad.

Me:Bye



Maduo:Bye..

Ihungupandputthephoneinmyhandbagbag

theniheldthebaralmostfallingasthebus

slowlydroveoutoftherank.Itwasafew

minutesafter8andeveryonehadhungtheir

jacketsbehindtheirseats,afewwomeninthe

fronthadsofttravellingblanketsandneck

pillowsontheirlaps.

Iwaswearingnothingbutavestwithabout10

hoursaheadofmeinthedarkcoldbutthe

airconaboveconsoledme...Itwasmylast

hope.Thedriverswitchedoffthelightsand

increasedthespeedaswegotoutofthecity

centretraffic...

Afewhourslaterthebusstoppedandtwo

peoplegotout,ifinallygotachancetobendmy



kneesandrestmyback,itwasslowlygetting

coldandpeoplereachedfortheirjacketsbuti

leanedbythewindowholdingmyhandbag

rubbingmyarms...

Ashourspassedthebusgotcolderandcolder,

onewindowbehindmewasn'tclosingproperly

andthefreezingcoldwentstraightformeas

theladybehindmehadcompletelycovered

herselfwithawarmblanketsoundasleep.Ihad

hugegoosebumpsandmybodywasfreezing...

Icouldhearpeoplesnoringaroundmebuti

couldn'tsleep,itwastoocold.

Around3amthebusstoppedandafewpeople

gotinthebus,ayoungladysatnexttome

holdingherfluffywarmblanket.

Me:Hi..



Her:(puttingheadsetsinherears)Hi

Shefacedtheotherwayandcoveredherself

withtheblanketasthebusleft...Itookoutmy

phoneandsentmybrotheramessage.

Me:Abikeasitwagoremobaseng,ketileka

vesthelapleasetellReneitomakemeavery

hotteawhenyoucometocollectmeatthebus

rankinthemorning,Bringmeabigblanketas

well.I'mdying.Myfingersarepainfulevenasi

typethismessage.

Hisphonecallcamethrough...

Me:(shivering)Hello?

Abaleng:(yawningsittingup)what'sthename

ofthebus?



Me:Ididn'tcheckthename

Abaleng:Givemetheircontact,itshouldbeon

thereceipt...Befastbecausethebusmightget

inano-networkzone.

Iquicklyreadhimthenumberthenhehungup

beforeIcouldsayanything.Iputmyphone

downandleanedagainstthewindow,minutes

laterthebuslightsswitchedonandthe

conductormovedaroundholdinghisjacket...

Helookedatmeandstopped...

Conductor:KeNaledi?

Me:Yes

Conductor:Brazenomongwentsealeditseare

orentajacketyamekegoeneele

Me:Thanks(Igotthejacketandputiton

pullingthehoodieovermyhead)howmuchis



hepayingyou?

Conductor:HeofferedP200butkerileP100is

okay,wearealmostinMaun.

Me:Thanks

Conductor:Keautiyagago?

Me:(laughed)Noheismybigbrother

Conductor:Hahawagofenablindhebegged

methinkingI'drefuse.

Me:(smiled)Thanks

Hewalkedawayandthelightsswitchedoff,i

tookoutmyphoneandsentamessage...

Me:Gotthejacket,loveyou

Notification:Messagenotsent...



Therewasnonetworkcoverage,isighed

relievedandleanedbackwithasmileclosing

myeyesassleepfinallybegansneakingupon

me.........

AlwaysremembertopressLikeandcomment,

muchlove.

Co-wife

#39

Atmymother'shouse....

(((((((((((Naledi'scoffinslowlywentdownnext

toherthethreenewbornbaby'scoffinsasthe

crowdsangsoftly.....

Crowd:(slowly)Boitshwaaaareloojwa



moooodimojoneeee,keabobataaaa-

Heartwrenchingcrieswailedfrombothsidesof

thecrowdasMaduocriedhystericallystanding

nexttoherboyfriend,Abaleng'stearsrolled

downasReneicoveredherfacecrying...Arona

huggedhermothercryingastheysatunderthe

gazebowatchingasmenfilledNaledi's

graveyardwithshovelswhilewomenpushed

thesoiloverthenewbornswiththeir

hands))))))))))))Shefelloffthebedandgotup

switchingthelightson,hereyesweretearyand

herheartwaspoundinglikeneverbefore.....

Shetookafewbreathsandkneltdownputting

herelbowsonthebedthensheclosedhereyes

andprayed,sheprayedsohardshebegun

crying.Afterheramenshegotherphoneand

dialedherdaughtersnumberbutitwasn't



available....

SheknewshewaswithBakangbut

reconsideredcallinghim,thelasttimeshe

showedconcernshewassaidtohave

overreacted...

Sheswitchedoffthelightsandlaiddownbut

shecouldn'tevenclosehereyes,shedialedher

daughterinlaw....

Renei:(sleepy)Hello?

Her:Reneilwe,hi...Sorrytowakeyoubuthave

youtalkedtoNaledi?Hernumberisn't

available...

Renei:Sheistravelling,sheisonherwayback.

Her:WithBakang?



Renei:No,alone...Wearegoingtocollectherat

(lookedatthescreen)in2hoursthebuswillbe

here.

Her:Tellhertocallmeimmediately,iwantto

seeher.

Renei:Emma,I'lldothat.

Her:Bye

Shehungupandstaredinthedarknessafraid

togobacktosleepthinkingthedreammight

continuewhereitleftoff.......

Atthebusrank.....

Around6amsomeonepokedmeseveraltimes

andifinallyopenedmyeyesandclosedmy

mouthrubbingmyeyes...Itwasagoodsleep...

Wasmymouthreallyopen?Ijusthopedthe



conductordidn'tseethat....

Conductor:Wearehere....

Me:(ilookedaroundandthebusempty)Where

iseveryone?

Conductor:Theyleft,ididn'tevenknowthere

wassomeoneinthebus.Ithoughtyouleftwith

myjacket.

Me:(stoodup)Iwasasleep,harekegoneke

utwangboroko.Ididn'tsleepalltheway

becauseIwascold...(gavehimhisjacket)

Thanksalot...(lookedoutsideandsawAbaleng

withRenei)Mybrotherisoverthere,youcango

getyourmoney.

Conductor:Alright...

Igotmybagandsteppedoutofthebus,

Abalengputhiswalletinthebackpocketand



wrappedmewithablanket...

Abaleng:(laughed)Sdudahsame...(pokedmy

forehead)Letaaswakegoratamesepele...O

bake

Me:(laughedandrubbedmyrunningnose)

Gakebate...(myvoicetrailedoff)Itwasvery

cold

Abaleng:(stoppedsmiling)Yourvoiceisgone,

youmusthavebeenreallycold.Whatreally

happened?

Me:(sighed)It'salongstory...

Abaleng:Let'sgo...

Hetookmybagandweturnedaroundwalking

towardsReneiwhosmiledatmeaswehugged

thenshehandedmeawarmtea...



Renei:Coffeejustformysister...Withextra

cream...

Me:(smiled)Thanks...

Weallgotinthecaranddroveoff...

Renei:Yourmomsaidyoumustcallher,she

soundedworried.

Me:Thanks...

Idialedhernumber....

Mama:Hello?

Me:Himama

Mama:(sighedinrelief)ThankGodyou'refine,

kegoloretsetoroetshosanggorengwanaka

makukujaana,itwasreallyhorrible



Me:(panicked)whatwashappening?

Mama:(pickedmyfear)Butidon'tthinkit

meantanything,Iprayedaboutit.It'sprobably

becauseIwaslayingonmybackfaceup,

usuallywhenIwassleepfaceupiget

nightmares,don'tworryaboutit.What

happened?Whyareyoubacksoquickly?

Me:Wehadanargumentandidecidedtoleave,

I'lltellyouaboutintheafternoon.Iwanttogo

andsleep,ididn'tsleepallnightiwascold.

Mama:Yesgoandrest,wewilltalklater.Naledi

kooreoikaeletsegoyakerekenglengngwanaka?

(ilaughed)It'sveryimportanttobecloserto

Godwhenyouareawoman,thisworldisfullof

evilngwanaka.

Me:I'llgotochurch

Mama:SundayI'mtakingyoutochurch.You're

oldenoughtoprayforyourselfNaledi,you'rea

womannow.Iprayedforyouwhenyouwerea



babynowyou'reanadult,youhaveyourown

sinsandchallengesyoumustputbeforeGod

andseekhisprotection.Sundaywearegoingto

church.

Me:Yes,wewillgotogether....Bye

Mama:Bye...

Ihungup,afewminuteslaterAbalengwaitedat

thegateasReneilweunlockedtheslidinggate

andpushedit....

Abaleng:Naledikoorehowmuchrentareyou

payingforthishouse?

Me:It's2.2

Abaleng:Thatistoomuch,you'regetting3.8

permonth,whynotrentacheaperhouse?The

reasonit'ssoexpensiveisbecauseithasa

screenwallandyou'renotstayingwiththe



landlord.Kanaitmeansyou'renotsavingakere?

Me:I'mpayingthefurnitureshop,I'llbepaying

P600permonthfor36monthssofarIpaid8

months...

Abaleng:Youbetterhopetheyrenewyour

contract,thishouseiswaytooexpensivefor

oneperson,youdon'thaveachildyoucanjust

rent1andhalf,wadibona...thesehousesthat

haveashowerwiththetoiletandalittlekitchen,

theycostaboutP700youwouldhavesaved

1.5Kpermonthwhichis13.5kthatyoualready

spentinthepast8months...Yousuckwhenit

comestomanagingmoney,Idon'tthinkyou

lookatthepricesorcompare,youneedtobe

carefulaboutthat.

Me:Yeah,I'lllookforacheaphouseand

sometimesigetscaredstayinghereallalone.

That'swhyigotScooby

Abaleng:EneScoobykeutulegotweoganadijo



tsaSetswanaosenkatinstuffyadintšaand

milk,don'tgetitusedtothat,makesureit

knowsadogeatsleftovers,tinstuffisjusta

bonus.Youcan'tbespendingP300onadog,

that'sabsurdandrecklessspending

Me:(laughed)You'reright...

Isteppedoutofthecarandbidthemgoodbye

astheydroveoff.Iwalkedinandthrewmybag

onthecouchlockingthedoortheniwent

straighttobed.

AtBakang'shouse...

LateronthatsunnymorningBakangwassun

baskingnexttothepoolinhischeckboxer

shortswithawhitetoweloverhisfaceashe

laidonthewhiteplasticpoolchair...



Wendywalkedoverbarefootholdinga

sunscreenswinginghersize28figureinher

brightbikiniandsatonhistummy,hepulledout

thetowelandheldherslimwaistassheleaned

overkissinghim...

Wendy:Imisseddoingthiswithyou...

Bakangpulledherdownforamoreintimate

kissandsatupholdingher,Shesqueezedthe

sunscreenonherpalmsandappliedonhis

chestashelookedatherbabyface,heleaned

overandkissingheragain...

Bakang:Thanksforcomingback..

Wendy:Don'thurtme...

Bakang:Iwon't...(grabbedthesunscreen)Turn



around...Andyouowemeanapology

Wendy:(laughed)Forwhat?

Bakang:(rubbinghershoulders)Foraccusing

meofbeingHIVpositive

Wendy:Wellyou'renotgettinganybecausehad

younotcheatedwewouldn'thavegonefor

thosetestsinthefirstplace,myfingerisstill

painful

Bakang:Butlet'sbehonest,youcontributedto

allthese...

Wendy:That'strue...I'mreallysorrythatIkind

ofmessedourplanswhenIgotthere.

Bakang:It'sokay,atleastwewillpickupwhere

weleftoffandI'mnotlettingyouthistime

around...

Wendy:(closedhereyesashemassagedher)

I'mnotgoinganywherebabe...Mydreamsare

inMaun...



Heappliedthesunblockonherbackandslowly

pulledthewhitebikinitopstringsonherback...

Itfelldownthenheappliedtheoilonhertiny

intactbreastswithbrownpointynipples...He

squeezedhernipplesandgotaninstantboner

assherespondedwithasoftmourn,heleaned

overandkissedherneckfromthebackasshe

closedhereyes.

Hepulledherdownlyingherheadonhislap

andputhishandinherbikinibottomgently

playingwithhershavedwetfolds...Hepulled

thebikinistringsoneachsideofherwaistand

pulleditoutleavinghernude.Hegotupand

kneltbeforeherholdingeachofherlegsstaring

atherkittyandkissedherasshemoaned....He

gentlytonguedherworkinghistonguearound

herpnaniasshemoanedsoftlyturninghereyes

holdinghishead....



Wendy:(softly)Mmh....Mmh...

Hestoppedtonguingthehoneypotandcrawled

overkissingherwithherjuices,sherubbedthe

pipeashelayonherlittlebodythenhepulled

downhisshortsdroppingitasshereachedfor

itandrubbedit...Hegotupandstoodbythe

bedasshekneltdownandstartedwithhissack

holdinguphispipe...

Bakang:(closedhiseyesasshetantalisedhim)

UhmyGod,sheisback...Shit...

Hegroanedarchinghisbackyearningformore

thenheliftedherupandwalkedtothewooden

outdoortablebythepoolwherehelaidher

downandspreadherlegsstrokinghimself



staringatherkittycheeksastheyenclosedthe

honeypot...hedirectedhispipebetweenthe

foldsandslidinassheclosedhereyesholding

hertinnytidies....

Wendy:(frowned)Mmmh...

Bakang:(pushedherhandawayfromhertitand

gentlysqueezethebuttonshimself)Ohh

yeah.....

Evenafteranightbeforetheystillcouldn't

controlthemselves,itwasliketheywere

meetingforthefirsttimeandeverymornshe

letout,itbroughthimcloserandclosertocloud

nineandonceshewasthere,herfaceuglified

andhelovedthelook,itsenthimstraightinto

thecloudastheybothmoanedbythepool....



Heslowlypulledoutasthejuicesdroppedfrom

thepipe,thehoneypotspilledthewhitejuices

downandhepushedthepipebackin...

Bakang:(laughedandkissedher)Hey..

Wendy:(laughedputtingherarmsaroundhim)

Hey....

Likeababyheyankedherupandrantowards

thepoolcarryingherasshescreamed,hedived

insideholdingandsplashedthewater....

Wendy:(laughedrubbingthewateroffherface)

Pleasedon'tdothatagain...

Bakang:(emergedoutandkissedherasthey

stoodbythecornerofthepool)Iloveyou..

Wendy:Iloveyoutoo



Bakang:(splashedherwithwaterandhopped

out)WehaveaflighttoMaun,don'tforget...

(dryinghimselfwithatowel)Let'sgo...

Shehoppedoutandhecoveredherwithatowel

andkissedher..Hecarriedherinsideasthey

laughed.......

AtDudu'shouse...

Lateronshekneltonthefloorwithher

businessbookandcountedherremaining

weavesthenshewrotethemdown,she

submittedanorderformorestockand

completedthemoneytransfertoherregular

supplier...Princesscriedinthebedroomand

shehurriedover...



Dudu:(liftedoutofhercrib)Heyyou...you

shouldlearntocallmewithoutcryingyou

know...

Shewalkedtothekitchencarryingherand

madeherbottleasPrinciemadebabysounds

sucklingherfists...Thebigcanofformula

finishedbeforeshecouldcompletethelast

threescoops,shecheckedforanothercanand

rememberedshehadonlyboughtone.Princess

anxiouslycomplained...

Dudu:(gentlyshookher)Shhh....

Shegotherbagandcountedthemoneyshe

had,itwasn'tenoughevenforalittlecan.She

rememberedthetransactionshejustmadeand

hopeditpendedsomehow...



Dudu:(pressingherphone)Please....Please....

Notification:Transferamount:P3500to

Mhlangasuccessful,newbal:P0.60

ShesighedandputherphonedownasPrincess

beguncrying,shepickedherphoneagainand

dialedhermother...

Her:Hello?

Dudu:Mashiangwanaahedilebutidon'thave

money,don'tyouhavesomething?

Her:Waiigakenalehaelethebe,youknowhow

brokeiamduringthistimeofthemonth,keeng

osabolelelerragwe?

Dudu:I'lldothat...Bye

Her:Bye



Shehungupandaskedfromherfriendbutshe

wasbroketoo,shedialedhisnumberpacing

aroundthehouseshushingthebaby....

AtMaunInternationalAirport...

Bakangheldherhandandledheroutpulling

herluggage,hisphoneranginthebackpocket

andshereachedforit...

Wendy:(smiled)Canianswerit?

Bakang:(smiled)Kantekeengorataphone

yame?Kemang?

Wendy:Dudu

Bakang:(letgoofherhandandtriedtogetit)

Tisakwano...



Wendy:(dodgedandwalkedinfrontofhim

backwardsasherhairgotblownonherface,

shesmiledandpulleditaside)I'mpickingit...

(picked)Hello?

Dudu:(panicked)Hi

Wendy:Yes?

Dudu:PleaseletBakangknowthatthebaby's

formulaisfinishedandthePamperswilltooin

afewdays.

Wendy:(blockedthespeaker)Babehowmuch

didyougivehermonthend?

Bakang:2K,why?

Wendy:Wegaveyouenough,youmustlearnto

managemoney.

Dudu:Iwasmovingtoanewhouse,ipaidalot

ofthingsandboughtotherthingsinthehouse.

Wendy:That'syourmistake,Thatmoneyisfor

ourdaughterandnothouseholdexpenses,you



havetopayyourownbills,heebanyana!Iwould

understandifyouweresayingthemoneyisn't

enoughtocoverthebaby'sexpensesbutyou're

usingittosupportyourselftoo?Wenaobereka

engelegore?

Dudu:CanitalktoBakang?Haoreourdaughter

orayawenalemang?

Wendy:NnaleBakang,that'smybaby...I'llbe

withhertomorrow,todayweareexhausted.

Kamosoommaakanye,wewilldropbyto

collectherandspendtimewithherforafew

hours.

Dudu:You'renotcominganywherenearmy

daughter

Wendy:(laughed)Amme?Osure?Unlessobata

gomolathisarragwekanagatweledirajaloke

bitternessyagorehechoseabetterwoman.

Dudu:Canipleasetalktohim?

Wendy:Bye....



ShehungupasBakanggotthecarkeysfrom

thesecurityguardandunlockedthecar....

Bakang:Whatdidshesay?

Wendy:Shewantsmoremoney,youshould

haveacertainamountyougiveherandnotjust

popmoneyeverytimeshewants.

Bakang:Shewantsmoneyforwhat?

Wendy:Shesaystheformulaisfinished.

Bakang:Thismonthwasabittoughforher,she

wasmovingandsheisnotworking.Ihaveto

helpherout.

Wendy:Bakangifyou'regoingtosupportyour

babymamaanddoherhair,payherrentandall

thatletmeknow.ItoldyouI'mnothavinga

babymamadramanna,yougavehermoney

sheshouldhaveboughtthebaby'sthings.Ha



elegorebannabothebaneeladibabymama

madilikeyoudothenmaybeyoushouldletme

know.

Bakang:Justgetinthecar...

Theygotinthecaranddroveout...

Bakang:Listen,iunderstandwhatyouare

sayingbut-

Wendy:Butwhatbabe?

Bakang:Babedon'tinterruptmewhenI'm

talking

Wendy:Sorry

Bakang:Iwanttobuythemilkinsteadofgiving

herthemoneysinceyouhaveaproblemwith

megivinghermoney.

Wendy:Okaythat'sbetterbutithinkyoushould



takeherfromDuduetsangandhandhertoyour

motherorDorcusbecauseIdon'tthinkI'm

goingtogetalongwithher.

Bakang:I'lldothat,itsoundsbetter...

Atmyhouse......

TherewasaknockonmydoorandIcouldhear

thebabycrying,iwalkedtothedoorrubbing

eyesandopenedthedoor,Duduwalkedin

shushingthebaby....

Dudu:Yourphoneisoff...

Me:Itmustbethebattery....(lookedatthebaby)

Omorilengwenaalelajaana?

Dudu:Themilkisfinished,themmankadime

chenchiyabasebogolokereketinennye.I'm

notthetypethatalwaysaskformoneyafter



borrowingsomeonekoorehelaihavea

situation.

Me:(checkingmybag)Iunderstand...(she

criedhysterically)Gasegoreremosielejuice?

Dudu:Sherefused,ialreadytriedathome...

Me:Mybrothergavememoneyearlythis

morning.(gaveherP200)Here,itshouldbe

enough

Dudu:Thanks...(hurriedout)Byeletmehurry

Me:Bye

Iclosedthedoorasshewalkedoutwiththe

babycriedhystericallyandcoughing,imoved

thecurtainslookingatherasshepacedoutthe

gateandclosedit.Iwasstuckbetweenstaying

awayfromherandhelpingthatbaby...

Ipickedmycarkeysandidroveout,Islowed



downnexttoherthenshegotintheback...

Dudu:Thanks...

Me:Yeah...(thecryinggotworse)Heioalela

gore

Dudu:Idon'tlikelettinghercrylikethis,iread

somewherethatbabiesaren'tsupposedtocry

forsuchalongtimeitcanaffectthem.

Me:(iovertookafewcars)Let'shopegagona

laenekoShoprite,didyoubringherbottle?

Dudu:Yesandthewater,dimohandbagng...

AfewminuteslaterIparkedinfrontofShoprite

andsteppedout...

Me:Kerekeeng?

Dudu:(shushingthebaby)Nan1...



Ihurriedinside.....

Meanwhilethebabycriedhystericallyinthecar

aspeoplestaredatDuduwhentheypassedby.

UnawareBakangparkedacarspotawayfrom

ourcarandtheybothsteppedout,heheld

Wendy'shandandwalkedtowardstheshop...

Theybothturnedlookingatthecryingbaby,he

recognisedthecar....

Iwalkedoutsideholdingatinandopenedit

approachingthedoorasDudutookoutthe

bottle...iheldthebabyasshecountedthe

scoopsandshookthebottle.

BakangwalkedoverholdingWendy'shand....



Bakang:Hey...

Webothturnedlookingatthemandthen

continuedwithourbusiness,igaveherthebaby

andsheputheronherlapshuttingherwitha

bottle...Finallytherewassilenceasshekicked

arounddrinkingthemilk....

Bakang:(holdingWendy'shand)Canwetalk?

Me:(gotinthecarandslammedthedoor

angrily)Dudugonalelemongweyoobatanggo

buwaleene?YoucanstepoutI'mgoinghome.

Dudu:No,I'mgooddear...icameformilkandI

gotit.Let'sgo,Ihaveaclienttoattendinan

hour.

Istartedthecarandreversedalmostrollingmy



tyresovertheirtoesasheprotectivelymoved

backWendybackholdingherwaistthenijoined

theroadanddroveoff....

Me:(angrily)Canyoubelievethisman?

Dudu:"Canwetalk?"(laughedindisbelief)

Wow.....………………..

Timescheduleisbackto11amand11pm

weekdays.AlwaysremembertoLikeanddrop

acomment,muchlove..

Co-wife

#40

AtDudu'shouse....

Iparkedinfrontofherhouse,shestepped



downandclosedthedoor...

Dudu:Thanksforyourhelp...

Me:Anytime..

Dudu:(touchedmyforehead)Thebruisesare

visible,it'sgoingtoleavealittlescar

Me:I'mwonderingwhatexcusesIhavetogive

forthat,ithoughtthatFoundationcovereditup

butgaabonala

Dudu:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveifeltsorryfor

thisbitchwhenyoubeathimatthehospital,ifi

knewnkabokegothusitse...Agothomogapelo

gamemogokana

Me:(laughed)Kehaolesureosianafour-fortyle

mogatsoommiletsabonnesehoo

Dudu:(laughed)Nekelopelalerato...

Me:(laughed)Wenaolopetsethatamongato,

haikhona!



Dudu:(laughed)Heimma,youdon'tknow

anything...Icouldseehisparentswereplaying

memmedilotsagamangwanaagohelajaaka

mmagweBakangarengwetsiyame,aka!keha

ibilekelebalagoreBakangompeditse,diclapa

tsaholakamotsotso,waitseretaaswakego

ratanyalo

Me:(laughed)Hei.....Hahahahisfathercalled

mengwetsiatthefarm...Heelagawabona

wena,kehaekarenkapalamaditankakakuwa

gorebagaetshokgosiyaBatawanayareke

ngwetsi,I'mtellingyouitwaslikeiwonthe

lottery.

Dudu:(laughed)TheRoyalfamilyplayedme

autwarightonmyfaceandicouldseeitmme

keswelabongwetsi

Me:(laughed)Haeolopetseleratomonyanake

wena,nnakebotokanekekgonagongalawena

neoleworse.



Dudu:(laughed)Retshwanahelaakerewenane

orekwakadipresentgoreonne(welaughed),

sotellmeIfheapologiseswouldyoutakehim

back?

Me:No,Wendyisthelastthingineedinmylife

wenaibilenekekegodhalela-

Dudu:(laughed)You'resuchawitch...And

whenmyturncameyouchangedyourmind?

Polygamyisnotyourthing

Me:(laughed)Polygamyisnotmything,nna

totaijustwantedtohavehimalltomyself,I'm

sorry.IwonderhowKingMswati'swivesare

copingthisisnotfortheweaklikeme...my

heartwasbreaking,Icouldn'tsleep...Ithink

that'sthetimesomethingmighthavehappened

tothebaby,ihonestlybelievesobecauseihad

mildchestpainsthatiignoredandthenthe

babydidn'tmovebutithoughtitwasn't

anythingserious.



Dudu:Ireallyfeltbadforyou..Sorry

Me:It'spartoflife.Anywayletmegohome...

Dudu:Okay,thanksonceagain

Me:You'rewelcome

Ireversedthecaranddroveout......

AtKgosi'shouse.....

Bakangparkedthecarandnoticedshewasn't

happyaboutsomething...

Bakang:What?

Wendy:Nothing...

Bakang:Ithoughtyouovergrewthishabityago

ngala



Wendy:Whatdidyouwanttotalktothemabout?

Bakang:Aboutmydaughter

Wendy:I'mnotstupidBakang,thosegirlsare

thestupidones...Keboneokabaaketsang,

esengnna.....movingaroundlike1960co-wives,

it'sevenunnaturalthattheyfindnothingwrong

withtheirfriendshipbutI'mnotstupidlikethem,

ifyouwanttolietomeyou'llhavetodobetter

that.

Bakang:(leanedback)Areyouinsecure?

Wendy:Excuseme?

Bakang:Idon'tgetwhyyou'reworkedupabout

this

Wendy:I'mnotworkedup,moveyourdaughter

fromthereifyouwantustohavepeace.Pay

whatevercowstheyneedandgetheroutthere,

yourparentscanraiseher.

Bakang:Iagreedwiththatearlierosantseo



ngaletseengjaanong?Didn'tisayI'lldoit?(she

lookedoutsidethecarfoldingherarms)Babe?...

Wifey?(heleanedoverandpulledhercloserfor

akiss)Iloveyouandidon'twantthislittlepout

onyourface...(kissedher)Getridofit...(he

smiledandtickledherasshesmiled)Therewe

go...Yeah

Wendy:(laughed)Stop....(shekissedhim)Ilove

youandican'tweighttobeMrsBakang

Tawana,ican'twaittobeamotherofBatawana.

Bakang:(leanedoverandkissedher)It'sjusta

matteroftime....

MmaKgosi'scarparkednexttohiscar,he

stoppedkissingherastheyturnedlookingat

her.

Herfacelitupwithasmileasshegotoutofthe

carandwalkedover.....



Her:(smiledsurprised)IsthisWendy?

Wendy:(walkedoversmiling)Emmakenna

Her:Haobathonngelingeli!Iseethesnowwas

treatingyouwell....(theyhuggedlaughing)How

areyou?

Wendy:I'mfine...

MeanwhileDorcasmovedthecurtainslooking

atthemandturnedaroundalmostbumpinginto

kgosi...

Dorcas:Sorry...

Kgosi:(movedthecurtainslookingoutsideand

sighed)Doyouthinkhemadetherightchoice?

Dorcas:Idon'tknowhowmostofthekings

choosetheirwives,boysmarrytheirmothers...



Didyoumaketherightchoice?(hekeptquiet

staringather)heisaminiyou...Iguessthe

questionisareyouhappymyking?Ifyou're

thenyoucanhavepeace,theyoungPrinceis

followingyourfootstepssomuchidon'tthink

heoryouseeit.Sheisbeautiful,educated,with

amodellingbodyandagoodfamilybackground,

whatelsedoesheneed?Ohperhapsamaidto

dowhatthewifecan'tdo....bethereforhimand

lifthisspiritwhenhebreaksdown?

Dorcas:Midoisagrownman.

Dorcas:That'swhyI'mquitting,Midoogodile

totagagonasekesedirangha,hewasmyonly

reason,I'mgettingtooold,idon'twanttodie

alone.Kethokamonnamogolonyanawamele

nna...(heswallowedsadlystaringather)

Perhapsyourwifeshouldhireayoungermaid,

thisismylastmonth.

Kgosi:Idon'tknowwhattosay...Thingswill

neverbethesamewithoutyouhere.I'mgoing



toeatdifferentfoods,perhapsdressdifferently

andfeelsolone-

Midowalkedinandhisfatherreachedforthe

glasswateronthecounter,helookedatbothof

themandopenedthefridge...

Mido:Hello

Dorcas:Helloson,haveyouhadanythingtoeat?

Mido:NobutI'lleatlater,I'mtakingWendyto

theparty...

Dorcas:MonthendI'llbeleavingthisplace

Mido...

Mido:(lookedatbothofthem)Why?

Dorcas:.I'mtoooldtobeamaidmyboy,ineed

torestnowandfindanoldmanofmyown..(he

noticedthepalelookonhisfather'sfaceeven

ashetriedtohideit)You'retheonlyreasonI



wasworkingherebecauseigrewclosertoyou,

webondedbutnowyou'retooold,youdon't

evenstayhereanymore.

Mido:(sighed)Isyourhousefinished?

Dorcas:Yes,therewasatenantinitbutigave

hernoticelastmonth.

MmakgosiandWendywalkedinlaughing...

Mmakgosi:DorcascanyougetWendyadrink?

Dorcas:Yesma'am....

Wendy:(toKgosi)Dumelang

Kgosi:Hello...

DorcaspouredheraFantaorangeandhanded

her....



Wendy:(lookingatit)Idon'tdrinkcarbonated

drinks...

Dorcaspausedwonderingwhatthatmeant,she

hadnoideawhatthewordmeant...

Wendy:Idon'tlikeFizzy...

Kgosilookedathissonbutheavoidedhis

father'sstarethenKgosiquietlywalkedout

followingmmaKgosi,Bakangleanedagainst

thecounterasWendymovedclosertohim

holdinghisarm...

HewatchedasDorcaspouredthedrinkbackin

thebottleandwashedtheglass...



Mido:Letmedoit...

Dorcas:(fixedhisgolft-shirtcollar)Thankyou

myboy..

ShewalkedoutthenBakangpouredherajuice

andhandedhertheglass....

Bakang:Nexttimewhenanadultgivesyou

somethingtakeitandatleastsip,behavelikea

Motswana....you'renotallergictoFizzy

Wendy:Idon'tlikeFizzy,wasIsupposedtojust

takeit?

Bakang:You'remissingthepoint,Let'sgo...

Wendy:kantewhydoyouguyshavesuchanold

maid?Shehasbeenheresinceforever

Bakang:(sighedexhaustedly)Babedon'tdo

that....just...I'mkindoffrustratedrightnow,

don'tbenegative.



Wendy:Sorry....

Bakang:Waitinthecar,I'llbethereinasec...

ShewalkedoutthenBakangwalkedtotheback

yardwherehisfatherwaspolishinghisshoes,

Bakangsatonthestaircaseandtookoutan

engagementring....

Bakang:(openedtheboxandtiltedit)I'mgoing

toproposeattheparty....Iwanttomarryher.

Kgosi:(polishinghisshoes)congratulations...

Bakang:That'sall?

Kgosi:Whatcanisay?

Bakang:(hecloseditandputitinhispocket)

Underthis---straightalkerisaverysweetloving

woman.

Kgosi:Youdon'thavetoconvinceme,ifshe



makesyouhappygoforit.Doesshemakeyou

happy?Doessherespectyou?Canshehold

yourhandevenwhenyougetarrestedfor

something?Canshestillbewithyouifyoulose

everythingyouhavenow?Cansheremindyou

topaychildsupporttochildrenthataren'thers?

Issheyourstrength?Iftherecomesasituation

whereshecan'tgiveyousexwouldshestillbe

importanttoyou?Isshecapableoflovingyouif

youhadanaccidentandgotcrippled?Ifthe

answerstoallthesequestionsisyesthen

marryher...

Bakang:(sighed)Whyareyoudoingthat?

Kgosi:Doingwhat?

Bakang:Don'tyoulikeWendy?

Kgosi:Idon'thaveaproblemwithher,ihavea

problemwithherattitudeandihatewhatshe

didtoDorcasoutthere?

Bakang:AreyousleepingwithDorcas?



Kgosi:(offended)Don'teverdisrespectmelike

thatagain.(grabbedhisshoesandstoodup)

TellMandy'sparentsicouldn'tmakeit,I'm

goingtochurch....

Bakang:It'sWendy

Kgosi:Mindy

Bakang:Wendy

Kgosi:Cindy

Bakang:(laughed)I'mstillmarryingher

Kgosi:(rubbedMido'sheadwalkingpassedhim)

Ibelieveyoubecausethat'sexactlywhatIsaid

toyourgrandfather40yearsagowhenhe

askedmethesamequestions...IsaidI'mstill

marryingher

HewalkedinsidethehouseasBakang

remainedseatedonthestaircase,hetookout

theringagainandstaredatitthinkingabout



whathisfatherhadsaid....

MeanwhileWendyapproachedbehindhimand

herjawsdroppedasshestaredthediamond

ringhewasholding,heheardherfootstepsand

quicklycloseditshovingitinhispocket...

Wendy:Hi,themaidsaidyoumightbearound

here...

Bakang:(gotupandheldherhandasthey

walkedinside)Yeah...Sorryitooksolong....

Wendy:(respectfully)noproblem,don'tworry

aboutit...Iwasn'tevenworried,ijustwantedto

checkonyou.

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff....



AtMaduo'shouse....

LaterthateveningMaduoturnedaround

holdingherpurselookingatherselfonthe

mirrorasherpinkeveningdressfloweddown

herbodyfromthecleavagehuggingherwaist

downherlittlehipsspillingonthetile......

shedialedherfriend'snumberandfixedher

hairwhileatit...

Naledi:Hello?

Maduo:Girlifyoucouldseemenow...Heedu!

Ketagobolaisacompetitionketsentsedihips

Naledi:(laughed)Wenagirl?

Maduo:Ifyouthinkyoutheonlywithhipsyou

gotyourselfaproblem.Thisdressisholding

metherightwaykeagobolaisaTuelonopa



gore,hisbonerwillbepointingateveryonethe

wholenight...

Naledi:(laughed)TsenaDuos!Hahahatakea

fewpicturesrebone,ihaveneverbeentoa

classyeveningdinner...Iwanttoseehowit's

done.

Maduo:Youknowmeandpictures,ialready

toldTuelogorepapiilovetakingpicturesand

asmyboyfriendyou'renotallowedtorefuseto

takepicturesofmeinfactyoumustlearnhow

totakegoodpictures.

Me:(laughed)Iwanttoseeyoutwotogether,i

knowTuelokestoutunyana

Maduo:(laughed)Heisnaughtyandhewon't

eventellmewhereheistakingme,canyou

believeit?

Me:Ilovesurprises,goandenjoy

Maduo:Bye



Shehungupandpoweredherself,Vrrrphaa

rolledoutsidethenshelockedthehouseand

walkedoverasheswallowedandsmiled

lookingatherassheliftedherdresswalking

oversmiling....

Tuelo:Ulalala...Myfavouritething....My

Heineken....MyVodka....MyChelsea...My

chiefs...MyRomanReigns

Maduo:(laughed)Idon'tknowanyofthethings

youlisted....

Tuelo:Youlookbeautiful...CanItakeapicture

ofusandmakeitmyprofilepicture?

Maduo:What?Whyareyouaskingme?Just

takepicturesofme,that'slikemeaskingyouifi

shouldgiveyouablowjob

Tuelo:(laughed)Yeahdon'taskme,blowme



anytimeyouwant...

Shegotinandclosedthedoorthenheleaned

overandcapturedtheirpicture,heturnedthe

phonearoundandtookafewpicturesofheras

thepulledtheseatbeltandputthephone

down....

Tuelo:(startedthecaranddroveout)Shallwe?

Maduo:Yes...

Tuelo:Iapologiseinadvancejustincaseyou

don'tlikewherewearegoing.

Maduo:(smiled)I'msureI'lllikeit...

Tuelo:Ihopeso...

AtMaunLodge.......



Minuteslaterheparkednexttoawholelotof

othercarsandwalkedtowardstheconference

room....

Maduo:Wowtherearesomanycars,whatisit

Tuelo:IamhereonlybecauseBakangneededa

friendbyhisside...Youknowfriendsstick

togetherright?

Maduo:Yeahiknow,whatishecelebrating?A

promotion?

Tuelo:(laughed)HeisaCEOthereisnothing

higherthanthat...

Maduo:(smackedhimwithapurse)Youknow

whatimean,celebratingacontractortender

whatever...

Tuelo:You'llsee...

Heheldherhandastheywalkedupstairsand



turnedinthelargeroomwithaclassydecor,

EveryoneclappedtheirhandsasBakanggotup

andputtheringonherfingerasshesmiled

emotionally,theyhuggedandkissedas

everyoneclappedhands.Ajournalistwalked

aroundthemtakingpictures....

Maduopulledawayfromhishandbeforethey

couldreachthemiddleoftheroomandwalked

out,heturnedaroundandfollowedheroutside..

Shetookoffherheelsandrandownstairs....

Tuelo:Babe?

Maduo:Idon'twanttosayanythingtoyou

becauseimightsaysomethingI'llregret,leave

mealone.

Tuelo:(randownthestairsandgrabbedher



armturningheraround)Listen...

Maduo:(angrilypokedhimonthechest)No,

youlisten....I'mnotgoingtocelebratemy

friend'smiseryandI'mcertainlynotcheeringfor

thatskinnywitch.Ifyouwanttosupportyour

buddythengobackinthereandactlikethe

bestmanbutI'mgoinghometosleep.Ican't

believeyougotmealldressedforthisjoke.I

toldyouidon'tlikerichpeopleinthefirstplace

andthenyoubringmeheretotheirparties?

Tuelo:WhyareyoufightingNaledi'sbattleswith

ourrelationship?Thisisaboutusnother.....It's

aboutyousupportingme.I'mhereforafriend...

Pleasecomewithme.Idon'twanttodance

withanyotherwomanintherebutyou,please...

Maduo:Ifthisisaboutusthensupportme

babe..Walkoutofherewithme...I'mleavingfor

afriendjustasyou'rehereforafriend,your

friendisn'tmoreimportantthanmine...Canyou

supportme?(hestaredather)Ididn'tthinkso...



ByebyeTuelo....Andcongratulationstoyour

friend.

Tuelo:Doihaveyourpermissiontodancewith

withanywomanaroundhere?

Maduo:Thiswasjusttoowhiteformeanyway...

Tuelo:No?Yes?(helookedbackandthenat

Maduoasshewalkedtowardsthegate)Shit!

Hehadtomakeachoiceandhewalked

towardshiscardiallinghisfriend'snumber....

Bakang:Yeah..?

Tuelo:Ican'tbehere,Maduoisthrowing

tantrumssheisprobablyonherperiodsor

something

Bakang:Youcan'tsaythat...YouknowI'mjust

alonehere,therestisherfamily,whoami

goingtochatwith?Boelamoteng...



Tuelo:(unlockedthecarandgotin)Itoldyoui

haveagoodfeelingaboutthisone,ican'tlose

her...

Bakang:Thisisn'tabouther,it'saboutus...You

andme...

Tuelo:Thereisnomewithouther...

Bakang:Wow,really?Areyouserious?Youdo

realisethatWendyandMaduowillneverlike

eachotherright?Doesthatmeanwearedone

orwhat?Whyareyoulettinghercontrolyou?

Areyougoingtoletawomancontrolyou?

Tuelo:Saystheguywhocouldn'tbuyhis

daughterformulabecausehisgirlfrienddidn't

wanthimto.

Bakang:Bonatsamaaee...

Tuelo:Congratulatio-

Hehunguponhim,Tueloputthephonedown



anddroveout.Minuteslaterhesloweddownby

theroadandrolleddownthewindowlookingat

her...

Tuelo:BabeI'msorry,canwestartover?.....

Assumewedidn'tcomehere...Wejustleftyour

house...

Shelookedathimandshookherheadgetting

inthecarandclosedthedoorthenhesped

awayrollingupthewindows..

Maduo:Whereareyoutakingme?

Tuelo:AtCapello....

Maduo:(leanedbacksmiling)Goodboy...

Tuelo:(rubbedherthighsmiling)ItoldyouI'ma

fastlearner,I'mnotabouttogetfired.Iwanta

promotion....



Maduo:(laughed)Iloveyou...

Tuelo:(heldherhand)Iloveyoumore....

Shetookoutherphoneandtookapictureof

theirhandsthensheleanedoverandkissed

himonthecheek,hepulledheroverandFrench

kissedherthenheleanedbackandsteppedon

theaccelerator....

THREEWEEKSLATER...............(9t)

Co-wife

#41

AtBakang'soffice....



Heleanedagainsthisdeskfoldinghisarms

waitingforher...

InsidetheofficetoiletWendypeedonthe

containerandsqueezedafewdropsonthetest

stick....

Bakang:And?

Wendy:I'mwaiting...

Bakang:Comewaitouthere...I'mcurious...

Shepulledherpantiesandwalkedoutholding

thestick,Bakangleanedoverandlookedatit

asonefaintlineappeared...

Sheplacedthestickonthedeskandfoldedher

armslookingatit,Bakangstoodbehindher



holdingwaistkissingherneck...

Thesecondlinebegunshowingandshe

jumpedasbothlinesgotclearer,hepunched

theairandpickedherupkissingher.Heputher

onthetableandkissedhersoftly.....

Bakang:(smiled)Thankyouforthis....

Wendy:Iloveyou...(rubbedhertummy)Ilove

youtoodarling...

Bakang:HisnameisPrince...

Wendy:Princebetterhelpmepassthe

interview...

Bakang:Ialmostforgotaboutthat...Whenare

yougoing?

Wendy:Adayaftertomorrow...whathappensifI

gethired?WillyoumovetoGaboronewithme?



Bakang:Yeah,ofcourse...(smiled)Iguessi

havetotellmyparentstospeedupthebogadi

negotiationsbeforeyoustartshowing.

Wendy:Yespleasedothat,idon'twanttolook

toofat...thosepictureswilllastmywholelife.

Bakang:Wewilldothat...(rubbedherbelly)I

hopeit'saboy,thatwouldbethegreatestthing

ever...

Wendy:(laughed)Idon'tcarewhatitisaslong

it'syourbabyI'mhappy..

Hekissedher....

AtDudu'shouse....

Shecombedandoiledherclient'shairasthey

satinherlargelivingroombythecornernextto

anopenwindow....



Client:Howmuchdidyousayitwillcostifyou

alsoteachmehowtoapplymake-up?Iwould

liketoknowhowtofixmyeyebrows

Dudu:EyebrowtutorialisP60

Client:Haishkechonnejaana...

Dudu:Butawomanmustknowhowtodoher

eyebrows,Ihaveseenwomenlookingvery

funnybecausetheythoughttheydidtheir

eyebrowsright...Iftheydon'tmakefunny

curvestheywalkaroundwithawhiteconcealer

aroundtheeyebrowpencil...

Client:(laughed)Areyouaprophet?That'sme...

Ijustwritealineandwhenitrytousethat

concealerilookveryfunny...Mycoworkers

eventoldmetostopusingeyebrowpencil

Dudu:(laughed)MakeitP50

Client:IonlyhaveP30



Dudu:AommaP30?

Client:Eethat'sallihave

Dudu:(Princessbeguncryinginthebedroom)

I'llbeback....

ShehurriedtothebedroomandtiedPrincess

behindherbackwithatowelthenshequickly

madeherabottleandrealisedthelasttinwas

down.

Shewalkedoutandlaidherlittlemattress,she

gaveherabottleandsupporteditwiththe

towelunder...

Dudu:(begunironingtheclient'shair)Okaydear,

you'llgivemetheP30butdon'ttellanyonei

gaveyouatutorialforP30becauseother

clientsmightstartaskingforsuchprices.



Client:Thanks,iwon't...

Shefinishedblendingherhairandgavehera

tutorial...

Minuteslatertheclientwalkedoutcallingher

friend...

Client:(lookedbackandloweredhervoiceas

shewalkedoutthegate)Chomadon'tgothere

baatura,Cometothisone.ijustdidmyhair

cheaplyandevengotaneyebrowtutorialfor

P30,sheisanursingmothersowhateverprice

yousayshewilltakeit.......hahahaeeiguess

thebabyisfatherless.whateverpriceyouoffer

shewilltakeit.....Ee.......Iboughtherweaveya

P200forP100ibilekekolotileigaveherP70

andthensheconnectedforP60butheroriginal

pricewas150.…thata,pitsieolekadisale,I'll



giveyouhernumber.….hahaha...bye

MeanwhileDudubathedherdaughterwiththe

lastslimbarofsoapandwalkedoutofthe

bathroomwrappingherwithatowel...

Shesatonthecouchandappliedthelastbaby

lotiononher...Sheputherpinkieinthebottle

andtookoutthelastlotionbutitstillwasn't

enough,shecutthebottlewithaknifeand

appliedonthebaby.

Afterdressingherupshelaidherdownand

countedhermoney,Shedidn'tevenknowwhat

tobuywiththelittleshehadbecauseeverything

wasfinished...

ShedialedBakang'snumber....



Bakang:Hello?

Dudu:Whenareyousendingthebaby'smoney?

Everythingisfinished

Bakang:I'llsenditnextweek,ihaveafew

thingsineedtotakecareof

Dudu:Kanamashiahedile

Bakang:Whydon'tyoubuyhermilkneDudu?

Thisisourchild,us...Together...What'syour

contribution?SoifI'mhavingfinancial

problemsthechilddies?Whataboutyou?I

gaveyou2Klastmonthotherpeoplesupport

childrenwithwaylessthanthatbutthemothers

arenotcomplaining.

Dudu:whoisn'tcomplaining?Howdoyouknow?

Bakangtherra-

Bakang:I'llsendyoumoneynextweek,Wendy

oyainterviewinGaboroneandI'mnotsurehow



muchshewillneed,whateverisleftI'llsendit.

Dudu:Whatifshespendseverything?

Bakang:I'llseewhattodo,mmekanaonale

madiifyoucanbuyairtimetocallmeforsucha

longtime,youcanbuyacanofNanwiththe

moneyyouspentonairtimetocallme.Gapei

haveotherresponsibilities,I'mgettingmarried,

thatrequiresmoney...I'mexpectingasonand

hewillneedmoney...

Dudu:(tearfully)Whendidyoustartbeinglike

this?BakangyouknowI'mnotworking

Bakang:Dudufindajob,Wendyalreadyhad

threeinterviews,sherejected2offersandgoing

fortheotherone,wenatirooethokakae?

WendyhasbeeninBotswanaforlessthana

monthandtwocompanieswanther.Thereare

plentyofjobs,you'renotlookingforajob

becauseyouknowI'llgiveyoumoney

Dudu:(rubbedhertears)Bakangkekopagoreo



sapotengwanawagago,idon'tknowwhy

Wendygetssomanyoffersbutsomeofus

can'tfindjobswithourdegrees.Maybeit's

becauseeveryoneknowsherfather...Idon't

haveconnectionsicanonlyenteracompany

throughthefrontdoor.(crying)Andstop

mentioningWendyeverytimeitellaboutyour

child

Bakang:(sighed)Duduwee

Dudu:Can'tyouatleastbuy2bigcansandone

largepackofPampersbogolo?

Bakang:Borrowmoneysomewhere,I'llrefund

younextweek.

Dudu:Areyousure?I'mgoingtoborrowfrothe

motsheloladies,theyhaveinterest

Bakang:Yeah..(Wendywalkedin)I'llcallyou

backbye



Hehungupthenshesighedwonderingwhere

shewouldborrowmoney.....

AtOkavangopharmacy...

Abalengwalkedinputtinghiscarkeysinthe

pocketsandsmiledatthepharmacist....

Abaleng:Hi..Um...I'mnotsurewhatIwanthere

butineedsomethingtoeasemorningsickness,

ireadsomethinglikethatonmyphone,doyou

haveit?

Pharmacist:Um...Wedo,thereisapackfor

P120,P180andP250theirstrengthgoeswith

theprices...(smiled)Areyouexpecting?

Abaleng:(smiled)Yes,Weare5monthsbut

sincelastmonthshehasbeenreallysick,sheis

pickyandeverythingsmellsbadtoher.I'mnot



evenallowedtowearperfume...(theyboth

laughed)Imaginethat.GivemetheoneyaP250

Pharmacist:Mywifedidn'tlikethesmellofany

deodorantaswell,thethingswegothroughfor

sex

Abaleng:(laughed)I'mneverhavingsexafter

this...

Pharmacist:Itgetseasierwiththesecondborn

though,thirdbornisjustawalkover..

Abaleng:(gotthepillsandpaid)Ifyousayso...

Pharmacist:Issheworking?Shemightnee-

Abaleng:No,shewillbeastayathomemom

Pharmacist:Alright,thanks...Haveagoodday

Abaleng:Youtoo...

Hewalkedout.....



AtAbaleng'shouse....

Reneilwefriedthechickenwithafrownonher

faceandquicklywalkedoutside,shelaidonthe

hammockbythetreeholdingherphone

drinkingjuice.....

Hermothercalledasshewasgoingthroughthe

weddingdecorpictures....

Reneilwe:Hello?

Her:Hi,howareyoufeelingtoday?

Renei:It'sstillthesamething,Everythingmakes

methrowup,evencookingisatorturenowbuti

can'tskipadaywithoutcooking,Abaleng

doesn'tlikerestaurantfood.

Her:Itwillwearoff,probablynextmonth,4

monthsand5monthsareusuallythemost



difficulttimesofpregnancybecausethe

morningsicknessisstrongestbutyou'llbefine

inafewmonths.Anywaywefinishedpreparing,

we'rehavingthelastmeetingtodayandthenwe

willbeleftwiththebigday..

Reneilwe:(smiled)Ican'twait...I'mexcitedand

scaredatthesametime...

Her:I'mjusthappyyou'remarryingaboyi

watchedgrowing,heisagoodone...

Reneilwe:(laughed)Osure?

Her:(laughed)Kesurekamysoninlaw..

Reneilwe:Bye

Her:Bye

Shehungupandcontinuedgoingthroughthe

decor.Abaleng'scarrolledoverandparked

underthetreenexttoher.Hesteppedout

holdingapharmacyplasticandkissedher...



Abaleng:Hey...Howareyoufeeling?

Renei:Betteriguess,ifeelbetterwhenI'm

outside...

Abaleng:(satnexttoherandpoppedouttwo

pills)Ididabitofresearchwhileiwasatthe

office,(handedherthepills)ithinkthiswill

help...

Renei:(swallowedthemwithadrinkandgotthe

box)Whatarethey?B12..Folicacid-

Abaleng:Ithinkithaseverythingyouneed

there...(rubbedhertummy)Hellotherelady,

howareyoudoing?(stoodup)I'mhungry...

Renei:(gotupquickly)OhmyGodIwasfrying

chicken

Abaleng:(blockedher)Heeoiraeng,oska

sianakangwanakewena...You'renotsupposed

tojustleapup...I'llcheckit..



Renei:Run,idon'twanttoburn..

Hefriedthechickenandservedtheirplates,put

thesourcesandwalkedoutwiththeirfood........

AtDiamondLuxuries...

Maduoandiweresittingunderthegazeboand

havinglunch.....

Maduo:Butsheispregnant,itshouldn'ttake

longotherwiseshewillbeexhaustedandbored.

Me:(laughed)Noonewillbeboredbytheir

bridalshowerbelieveme...Let'sjustplanthis,

shewillenjoyit...

Maduo:(laughed)ShouldiaddDitsameonthe

list?



Me:(laughed)don'tstart...Ija

Maduo:Caniaskyousomething?

Me:(lookingather)What?

Maduo:Doesn'tBakang'sengagementbother

you?

Me:(stoppedsmiling)Ilovehim,ofcourseit

bothersmebutihaveacceptedhisdecision.I

alsomadeadecisionthatIdon'tneedhimin

mylife.

Maduo:(sighed)You'llbefine,you'retakingthis

muchbetterthanithoughtyouwould...

Me:ButI'mlateonmyperiod,Iwassupposed

togetitlastweek.

Maduo:Didyouhaveunprotectedsex?

Me:Yes

Maduo:Andwhydidn'tyougetthemorning

afterpillknowingthekindofamanBakangis?



Me:Iforgot,alothappenedafterthatandiwas

distracted,ionlyrememberedwhenImissed

myperiodlastweekbutmaybeI'mjustlate,

maybeI'llgetit,I'mprayingigetit...

Maduo:Whydon'tyoubuyapregnancytestand

besure?

Me:I'dratherprayformyperiod,whatifI'm

pregnant?

Maduo:Thesooneryouknowthebetter...

(closedhernotebookandgotherhandbag)

Let'sgobuyatestingstick

Me:No,I'llgetmyperiod

Maduo:(lookedathertime)Naledilunchtimeya

chaa,let'sgo..Whyareyouscaredtotest?

Me:Ifiwaspregnantdon'tyouthinkI'dknow?

Maduo:Whomissesherperiodbyoveraweek?

Let'sgo....

Me:(sighedandgotmybag)Idon'tevenknow



whyIforgottobuythepillinGaborone.

Maduo:Areyemma....

Wegotinthecaranddrovetothemallwhere

weboughtthestickandheadedtothepay

toilets.

Ipeedonthestickandhandedittoherhiding

myface....

Me:(eyesclosed)Whatdiditsay?

Maduo:Wait...

Me:(after3minutes)And?

Maduo:Notpregnant...

Ijumpedandhuggedherasshestoodstill...



Maduo:Justkidding,congratulations...

Me:(stoppedsmilingandlookedatit)Whatam

igoingtodo?

Maduo:(sighed)Idon'tknow...

Me:Doyouthinkhewillsupportthebaby?

Maduo:Idon'tknow...Butidoubtit...Let'sgoto

thecar,timeisalmostup...

Ithrewthestickinthebinaswewalkedtothe

car.

MinuteslateridroppedMaduoatworkand

headedtotheoffice.

Idialedhisnumberasiwalkedupstairs...



Bakang:Hello?

Me:Hi,canwemeetandtalk?

Bakang:Aboutwhat?

Me:I'mlateonmyperiod(hekeptquiet)hello?

Bakang:Ican'thaveanotherbaby,I'malready

expectingababywithWendy

Me:Whatareyousaying?

Bakang:I'llsendyouthemoneytogetridofit.

Me:Idon'twanttoabortmybaby

Bakang:It'snotevenababy,it'sjustaclot.

Me:Ican't...

Bakang:(angrily)Idon'twanttoanotherbaby,if

youwantababyasksomeonetoimpregnate

youbutyou'renottrappingmewithababy.

Me:Trappingyou?

Bakang:Getridofit..



Me:(tearfully)Ialreadylostachild,I'mnot

abortingmybaby.

Bakang:Don'tihaveasay?Idon'twanttohave

achildwithyouandyou'renotspoilingmy

weddingorrelationshipwithWendy.I'mserious

aboutthisNaledi,don'tforcemedothingsI

wouldn'tnormallydo.Idon'twanttohave

anotherbaby,I'mgettingmarried.Whereare

you?I'lltakeyoutoaprivatedoctor,heisa

friendofmine.Hecancleanyouupinanhour,

it'sjustamontholdsoit'saclot

Me:(crying)Bakang...

Bakang:Whereareyou?

Me:Sendthemoney,I'llbuythepills

Bakang:No

Me:I'mnotaborting

Bakang:I'mcomingtoyouroffice,iknowwhere

youstay.Youcan'thidefromme...Don'tmake



medothisbabeokay?

Ihungupandwalkedintheofficerubbingmy

tears,asIswitchedonthecomputeriheard

footstepsandrubbedmyeyes...

Coworker:(openedandstuckherheadin)Hey

Me:Hi

Coworker:Thebosswantstoseeyou

Me:Alright,I'llbethere....

Ifixedmyselfandheadedtotheboss'soffice.

hesatdownholdingafileandcloseditasi

sat....

Me:Goodafternoonsir

Boss:Goodafternoon...Wewerereviewingour



employeecontractsandiknowwehad

promisedtorenewourcontractwithyoubut

unfortunatelythecompanyisrunningataloss

sowehavedecidedtoletgoofafew

employees,wewon'tberenewingyourcontract.

Me:(swallowed)Oh...

Boss:Ijustwantedtoletyouknowwellintime

sothatyoucanstartsearchingforajob.

Me:Thankyou.

Boss:That'sall.Youmaygo..

Me:(swallowed)Mayihaveadayoff?I'mnot

feelingwell

Boss:(remorsefully)Yes,youstillhavealot

leavedaysanyway.

Me:(teary)Thankyou...

Iwalkedoutandheadedtothetoiletswherei

satdowncrying,Bakangcalled....



Me:Hello?

Bakang:I'mintheparkinglot

Me:(crying)Leavemealone!

Bakang:Don'tletmedragyoudown,I'lldoitif

youwant....Don'tstart.

Me:I'mnotpregnant...

Bakang:(steppedoutofthecar)I'mcoming

up...

Ihungthephoneandrubbedmyfacewalking

outofthetoiletthenisneakedbehindthe

buildingandusedthesmallgatetoleave....

Atthetaxistop....

Iwavedforataxibuttheykeptpassingasthey



werefull,minuteslaterBakangpulledoverand

steppedoutofthecar......

Me:(walkingaway)Bakangkekopagoreotswe

mogonna

Bakang:(angrily)Nalediskabatagontena...

Tsenamokoloing

Hegrabbedmyarmanddraggedmetothecar

thenheslammedthedoorandjoinedtheroad

withspeed....

Me:(openedthedoorasthecarwasmoving)

I'mthrowingmyselfout..

Hesmackedmeonthefacewiththebackof

hishandandicoveredmyfacefeelingdizzy,

myheadspinedasileanedbackcryingblood



runningdownmynose....

Bakang:I'mdonebeggingyou...okay?Putyour

seatbelton.....

Iwipedmynoseandputtheseatbeltonashe

drovethecar..........

Co-wife
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AttheGynaecologist....

Heparkedthecarandlookedatmeasirubbed

thebloodwithmyhands...

Bakang:(threwmeatissue)Suthamokolaooo

iraboata..



Iblewmynosefillingthetissuewithbloodand

wipedmyselfashestaredatme,evenasi

lookedathimicouldtellhedidn'tcareandnot

asingletraceofremorsewasthere...

Bakang:Ialreadyspoketothisguysothisis

howitgoes,wearewalkinginandifhetriesto

questionyou,youranswersbettermatchmine

orelseyou'llunderstandme.Wehadanaffair

andthisishowthismistakehappened,I'm

gettingmarriedandidon'twantWendytoknow

aboutthis.Youalsohaveaboyfriendandyou

don'twanthimtoknowaboutthis.Isthatclear?

Me:Yes...

Bakang:Naledintebamomathong...(ilooked

athim)Ifthisguypicksanythingfromyourtone,

yourattitudeoranythingelse...(shookhishead

staringatme)Iswear...I'llsmotheryou.I'mnot



afraidtodoitaskDuduotaagobolelela.Doyou

understandme?

Me:Yes...

Bakang:(heheldmyneckandslowlypulledme

closerforakiss)Iloveyou...(atearrandown

mycheckandhewipeditwithhisthumb)I'm

sorrythatIhavetodothis,Wendyisalready

havingahardtimeacceptingPrincess,ican't

bringanotherbaby.

Me:(swallowedtearfully)Whoareyou?

Bakang:(babykissedme)IamWendy's

husband

Hesteppedoutofthecarandclosedthedoor

thenifollowedhiminside.Thereceptionist

directedusintherightroom,Bakangpushed

thedoorandthedoctorsmiledatusshaking

handswithBakang.....



Doctor:BKmyman

Bakang:(bumpedshoulders)Jay,wareng?

Jack:Aenoshap...(turnedtomesmiling)Hey,I

amJack

Me:Hi,Naledi

Bakang:Howlongisthisgoingtotake?

Jack:40minutestops,thisis4weeksakere?

Me:Yes..

Jack:(putonthegloves)Alright,Naleditake

offyourclothesandlayonthebed.Bakangyou

canwaitinthewaitingroom.GettheWiFi

passwordfromthereceptionist

Bakang:Alright...

Hewalkedovertomeandkissedmethenhe

walkedout,Jackclosedthedoorandwalked



overtomeholdingatrayofhistoolsasilaidon

myback...

Jack:Osureke4weeksakere?Everystageof

thepregnancyhastherightprocedureand

safestprocedure.

Me:It's4weeks...I'msure

Heappliedalittlegelaroundmypunaniand

liftedabigsyringewithalongpipeasmyheart

pounded...

Me:Doyouhavechildren?

Jack:Yes...Why?

Me:Doyoucondoneabortion?

Jack:(pausedandlookedatme)Areyou

undercoverorwhat?



Me:Youdidn'tanswerme

Jack:Idon'tcondoneitbutidon'tjudgethose

whodoit.Areyouhavingsecondthoughts?

Me:Ineverwantedtodothisinthefirstplace,

heisforcingmetobutipromiseyouifyou

don'tdoit,hewillneverknowyouneverdidit.

Jack:Wait,heisforcingyou?

Me:Yes,pleaseletmego...

Jack:Abortionisillegalthat'swhyI'mrecording

somethingdifferentsotheinsurancecanpay

me.Ionlydidthisbecauseithoughtitswhat

youbothwanted,iwasdoingyoutwoafavour,

ifyoudon'twanttotheniwon't..(tookoffhis

gloves)I'lltellhimI'mnotgoingtodoit.

Me:(pulledhimback)Wait,you'renot

understandingme...Ineedyourhelp,ifyou

refusethenhewillgetsomeoneelsetodoitor

hemightjustkeepabusingmeforkeepingthe

babyandidon'twantmychildtoseethis



rejectionhehasonher/him.Ineedyoutotell

himthatyoudidit,thatwayhewillgoonwith

hislifeandicangoonwithmine.I'mbegging

youplease,you'reafather...Howmanychildren

doyouhave?

Jack:4

Me:I'mbegging,oneparenttoanother...

Jack:(puthisgloveson)alright...(looked

around)Getapadfromthatpackoverthere,

leavethepeelsonthebedforevidence...

Hesteppedouttakingouthisglovesandcalled

Bakang,myheartwaspounding...Ididn'tknow

ifiwasscaredhewillfindoutiliedorwasit

justtheadrenalineofgettingawaywith

somethingbutiwasshakingasBakanglooked

atmepullingupmypanties,ithrewthepad

peelsinthebinashestaredatme,Thedoctor

handedhimmypillsandwalkedoutthe



medicationinsurancecard...

Bakang:Areyouokay?(ikeptquiet)I'msorry....

Doctor:(walkedinandgavehimthecard)

Pleasemakesureshegetssomerests

otherwiseeverythingwentwell.Haveherdrink

thoseantibioticsuntiltheyarefinished.

Bakang:Thanks...

Minuteslaterwewalkedout........

AtAbaleng'shouse....

LaterthatafternoonReneifinishedpackingand

zippedherbagsthenAbalengloadedthemin

thecarandwaitedforherasshelockedthe

houseandgotinthecar...



Abaleng:(laughed)Sothenexttimeiseeyou

you'llbeMrsAbaleng?

Renei:(laughed)Thata,tabekesakgomegeke

igwaakamonwanawaringkeparaladitse

menwanaibile...

Abaleng:(laughed)sobabe,howisLele?

Renei:Whatdomean?

Abaleng:HowisshecopingwithBakang's

engagement?Everyoneistalkingabouttheir

engagement,itmustbeveryhardforher.

Renei:Naledidoesn'ttellmeherdeepest

secretsanymore,sheonlytellsmesimple

thingsshedoesn'tmindeveryoneknowing.

Abaleng:Howso?

Renei:Eversinceitoldyouaboutthepolygamy

secretshenevertrustedme,youweren't

supposedtooverreactlikethatnowshedoesn't



trustmebecauseshefeelslikeican'tkeep

anythingbetweenmeandherwithoutpassingit

toyou.

Abaleng:Iunderstandgonenakoyatengi

overreactedtota,imademattersworse...

Renei:Yeah...

Abaleng:Ispoiledtherelationshiphuh?

Renei:(laughed)Don'tblameyourself,she

doesn'thatemeoranything,wearestillfriends

butidon'tgettohearherdeepestsecrets...

Abaleng:Nexttimewhenyoutellmesomething

itwillremainbetweenus,I'llnevermakeyoua

liaragain.(heldherhand)Ihopeshewilltrust

youagainoneday...

Renei:Ihopesotoo....

AttheMP'shouse.....



Wendywalkedinhermother'sroomasshewas

combingherhair....

Wendy:Heyma

Her:HiMrsBakang

Wendy:(smiledandsatdowncrossingherlegs)

Ilovethesoundofthat...

Her:IheardBakanghasadaughter,howcome

younevertoldme?

Wendy:Hismothersaysit'snotevenhischild,

thechildlooksnothinglikehim.Thegirl

probablyliedtogetmoneyfromhim.

Apparentlyshewasbornprematurebutwent

homesamedaylikealltheotherfitbabies.

Her:It'shischild,monnakanaoitatolangwana

haabonamosadiyomongwe,ifshewasn'this

hewouldn'thavesupportedherallalongand

youhavetobeagoodstepmothertoher.



Wendy:BabymamasarebitterandI'mnoteven

goingtowastemytimeonanotherwoman's

child.Icalledherbabymydaughterbecausei

feltshewasminetooandshegotoffended,i

saidBakangwouldrestandgetthelittleaday

afterwearrivedinMaunbutguesswhatshe

saidiwon'tgoanywherenearherdaughterso

kemokgaoletsethapo.Iwanttoshowherthat

beingababymamaisn'tanythingand

makgakgaammangwanaalatsangwanaka

tala.I'llshowherthatnotcooperatingwithyour

babydaddy'sgirlfriendorwifeinmycaseis

suicidal.I'mkeepingallofBakang'sbankcards

andI'mnotlettinganythingoutuntilthat

womanunderstandsthatBakangismyman.

Her:TheproblemwithyouWendygao

kgalemelwe,youknoweverythingandyouhave

ananswerforeverything.Youcan'ttakepridein

makingBakangabandonhischild.

Wendy:Mamaiwassweetbutshethoughtshe



hadtheupperhandsoishowedherwhois

bossbesidesBakangmaintainsthebabyfor2K

that'ssomeone'ssalary,thiswomanneedsto

workforherselfBakangisn'theremployee.She

isn'tgettinganythingfromhimuntilshegetsa

jobandonceshestartsworkingI'llgiveher

P500,ifshehasaproblemshecangotocourt.

ShesaidIshouldn'tbeclosetoherdaughterso

myman'smoneyisn'tgoingclosertoher

daughter,mothogaankgaonkgaleditsa

gagweBakanglesephachesagagwekebame.

Her:YoushouldbehavelikeaMotswana

woman,don'tembarrassthefamilybeforethe

royals.Ithoughtyou'llbealittlenicerwhenyou

getback,itwouldn'tkillyoutobenicetoother

people.

Wendy:Youwillsaythatbecauseyouhaven't

dealtwithoneofthesebabymamas,imean

sheisgiven2Kthenshesaysthemilkis

finishedbecausesheboughtherselfhousehold



insteadofbuyingthebaby'sthings.I'll

straightenher,sheisjustbeinglazy.Santhashe

isn'tworkingbutstaysinabighousekooteng

gatweBakangaeduele,monnawamegaseene

kotamasiela.

Her:(gaveheraribbon)Tiemyhairhamma,

Bakangwagobonapono

Wendy:(laughed)Mamabatho

Her:(laughed)Youcantalk...

Atmyhouse....

Lateronheparkedthecarandleanedover

lookingatme....

Bakang:Areyouokay?

Me:Ihopeyou'llbehappywithWendy,iloved



youBakang.Ihaveneverlovedanyonethewayi

lovedyou,nowI'mlookingatyouwithhate...

Youchangedthepersoniamtoday,ifinally

understandwhatpeoplemeanwhentheysay

someoneisabitterbabyMamabecausethat's

thetittleI'mtakingwithmetodayandI'llremain

abitterbabymamauntilthedayiseeyou

suffering.You'llneverfindawomanwholoves

youthewayidid,iloweredmystandardsfor

yourhappiness.Wheniwasgrowingupiknewi

didn'twantamanlikeyoubecauseyou'remy

fatherbutimadethemistakeoflettingyoufool

meandnowihavetodealwithitthebestwayi

can.You'llneverbehappy...

Bakang:(smiled)Soyou'regoingtocurseme

becauseidon'twanttobewithyou?

Me:No,ihaveacceptedthatiamnotyour

definitionofawifeorlifepartnerI'mjustsad

thatyouhavenorespectforhumanlife,youare

ananimal...Youmakebabiesandkillthem,



yourchild'scrydoesn'tbotheryou..Aslongas

Wendyishappyyou'rehappy,that'sthesadpart.

That'sthecurse.(steppedoutandslammedthe

door)Bye

Iunlockedthedoorandwalkedinthenhe

walkedin...

Bakang:Whyareyoucursingme?

Me:I'mnotcursingyou,you'recursingyourself...

You'reunbelievable,sothatdayyoutookme

fromMaunallthewaytoGaboroneknowing

verywellyouhadawomaninyourhouse?You

mustthinkI'mverystupidandtostandthere

andliesayingI'mjustafriendaftereverything

youmademegothrough?

Bakang:Ineverwantedyoutogointhefirst

place,youforcedmetotakeyoubynaggingme

aboutit,whatdidyouwantmetodo?



Me:(angrily)Iwantedyoutobeamanandbe

honestwithmesothatIcanfindmyselfareal

manwhowillappreciatemeforwhoIam.

Bakang:Arealman?SoI'mnotaman?

Me:Gaomonnawasepe,You'realittleboywho

doesn'tknowhowtohandlehisbusiness.

You'renothing...You'renotarealman

Bakang:I'mnotamanNaledi?

Me:Getoutofmyhouse...

Hepushedthedoorandgrabbedmebymy

throatpushingmeonthecouch...

Me:WampolaaBakang,tswamontungyame

Bakang:(unhookedhisbeltstaringatme)So

I'mnotaman?CanishowyouI'maman?



Igotuptryingtorunbuthepulledmedown

withmyhair,Islippedandfellonmybuttashe

unzippedhisjeansandtookouthisdick.....

Bakang:Youdon'tthinkiamamanright?

Me:(holdinghisarmabovemyhead)Bakang

wampolaasenkgogekamoriri..

Itriedtogetupbuthepinnedmedownand

stoodinfrontofmetryingtoshovehisdickin

mymouthbutIclosedmymouthpushinghim

back,heslappedmesoharditechoed...

Bakang:Openyourmouth,obatagolelaakere?

Kareopenyourmouth...(slappedharder)Kare

bulamolomo...

Irefusedtoopenandhekeptslappingme



harderuntilmyentirefacewashotanditching,i

finallygaveinandopenedmymouththenhe

shovedhisdickdownmythroatchokingme,i

pushedhimbackstrugglingslappinghis

thighs...

Bakang:(slappedmeagain)Wampolaaka

menomonnaoiraeng....Otogaoswaba

Naledi...(iopenedmymouthwideandheslid

downmythroat)Whoisthemannow?Whohas

hisdickdownyourthroat?(heslidoutand

pulledmeupbymyhairasicoughedcatching

mybreath)Sayitagain,oneoreng?

Me:(tearfullyrubbingmymouth)Bakangyou're

hurtingme...

Bakang:Buwagape,neoreng?Huh?

Me:Ntogela....lesagonkgogakemoririwa

mpolaa

Bakang:DoyouknowwhyI'mdoingthistoyou?



(hepushedmedownandshoveditdownmy

throat)becauseIamamanandyoucan'tdo

anythingaboutit...Don'tevercallmealittle

boy...

Hepulledmeoverhisdickslidingitdownmy

throat,ipushedhimbackbuthewouldn'tmove,

ithrewupandpukedrippeddownbuthewasn't

lettingmego...Ifeltmylimbsgettingcoldand

weakthenhepulledout,icoughedandcried

outloudleaningovermyarmbuthegrabbed

myhairpullingmyfaceupandshoveditinmy

mouthagain,asaltycreamfilledmymouthasi

frowned....

Bakang:(granted)Ohh..*"̂#*%

Icouldn'tbreathandeverytimeitriedbreathing

Iswallowedsomeofhiscumthenhepulledout



staringatme,ileanedoverandspatonthe

floorashemovedbackputtinghisdickbackin

hispantsandzipped....

Bakang:Thinkaboutmydickdownyourthroat

everytimeyouthinkaboutsayingthattome...

Justbecauseichoosenottobeyourman

doesn'tmeanI'mnot.Iamaman,justnotyours.

Heslammedthedooranddroveoff,Ilookedat

hissemenonthefloorandcoveredmyface

crying.

Islowlywalkedtothebathroomandshowered,

nomatterhowmuchibrushedmyteethi

couldn'tgetridofthetasteheleftinmymouth.

MinutesafterIwalkedoutandpackedallmy

clothesandbeddingtheniwentbackforthe

car.



Atmymother'shouse....

Laterthateveningidrovethroughthegateand

steppedoutwithmybag,iopenedthedoorand

walkedinasmymotherwassittingonthesofa

watchingthenews,tearsfilledmyeyesasshe

lookedatmeandputdownhercupoftea...

Mama:Naledi?

Idroppedthebagsandsatonthefloorinfront

ofherputtingmyheadonherlap,sheputher

armsaroundmerubbingmyeyesasIcried

loudly........

5MONTHSLATER........…(9t)



Co-wife

#43

AtReneilwe'smoms...

Iparkedthecar,mymother,auntandour

neighbourallsteppedoutandcollectedthe

foodfromtheboot....

Mama:Nextmonthyouhavetostopdriving

Lele,nnakeasisimogatota,mpaetonatona.

Auntie:It'sextremelybigbutthenifshestops

drivingwhowilldriveher?Gagonakago

itepeletsa...

Me:Idon'thaveachoicemama...Godwill

protectmybaby.



Weknockedandhermotheropenedthedoor

foruswithasmile,Shecollectedtheplastics

andexchangedgreetingswithmyparents...

Ismiledlookingatmymynephewforthefirst

timeasReneilaidnexttoher...

Me:Wowhelookssocuteinreallife....

Renei:Thanks

Hermotherhandedthebabytomymother...

Mama:Thisisabeautifulfeeling,itfeelslikeI'm

holdingmyveryown,takesmebacktowheni

washoldingyourfathermanyyearsago.Loago?

(kissedhimontheforehead)Yourfathercan't

stoptalkingaboutyou...



Renei'smother:(laughed)Abalengisannoying,

heisalwaysaskingforhispictures..Justthis

morninghecalledthewifeandaskedhowthe

sonwasdoingandshetoldhimiwasbathing

thebaby,heimmediatelyaskedforthepictures

ofhissonwhilebathing(wealllaughed)I'm

nowaphotographer

Me:IhavealotofpicturestsagaLoago,heis

alwayssendingmepicturesgotwennakathe

bonakethudilelekau...Nnahakerekeleba

lekaulatengkeswakatshego......

AtAbaleng'soffice....

Hisphonerang....

Abaleng:Hello?

Voice:ThisNancyfromOKfurnitures



Abaleng:Ohhi,listeniwasgoingtocallyou

Nancy:It'sbeenthreemonthsMrThapelo

Abaleng:Iknow,I'mhavingfinancialdifficulties

iexplainedthistwomonthsbacktoanotherguy

whocalledme.Ijustgotmarried,I'mstillpaying

thebankandihaveanewborn,I'madjusting

intothewholefamilything.I'llpayyou

Nancy:Ican'treachNaledi,sheisn'tanswering

ourphonecalls,maybeweshouldjustcollect

thefurniturenowwhileit'sstillnewsothatwe

canresellitandpaythedebtsheowes.

Abaleng:No,I'llbringthemoneyduring

lunchtime

Nancy:Ifyoudon'tshowup,I'llcallagainMrT

Abaleng:I'llbethere...

Hehungupandsighedfrustratedlythenhe

dialedhiswife'snumber...



Renei:Hello?

Abaleng:Heylove,canwetalk?

Renei:(stoodupandwalkedtothebathroom)

Yes

Abaleng:Okfurniturecalledmeandiwantto

givethemP600,can'tyouskipdoingyourhair?

Renei:No,ican't.I'mgoingformycheckupvery

soon,Ican'tfacethepublicwiththestyleihad

whenIwaspregnant,it'soldandtorn.Gagotwe

kemotsetsiyoosotegang,whycan'tNaledilet

themtakethefurniture?Wecan'taffordto

supportherbabe,wearealreadyindebts

recoveringfromtheweddingexpensesandnow

wehaveababy,wecan'tsupportNalediand

alsopayherdebts.You'regivingherP600,you

can'tpayanotherP600again.

Abaleng:(sighed)Iknowbabebutsheismy

littlesisterandshehasasituation,youknow



Renei:Fine,payherfurnitureI'llwearadoekto

theclinic.Iguessishouldforgetaboutthe

honeymoonweweresupposedtosavefor

Abaleng:Honey

Renei:(tearfully)PayherfurnitureAbi,iguess

assoonasigetoutofconfinementI'llhaveto

startlookingforajobtomaintainmyself,

Abaleng:Babewediscussedthisandagreed

you'llbeahousewife,whyareyouchanging?

Renei:Ican'tbeahousewifeifthemoneyisn't

enough,ionlyagreednottoworkingbecause

youcouldpayforeverythingandthemoney

wasenoughforus,nowthatyouwanttospend

over1KonNalediimustfindajob.Ihaveno

problemwiththe2.5Kwegiveyourmotherper

month,thatoneisamustandshedeservesit

butNaledi'sfurniture?Inafewmonthsshewill

bedelivering,areyougoingtocoverallherbaby

expensestoo?Wheredoesthatleaveus?That's



whykereassoonasigetoutI'mlookingfora

jobandfindingyoursonadaycarecentre

Abaleng:Loagoistooyoungforthat,I'lltalkto

Nalediandyou'lldoyourhair.

Renei:Ihopethisdoesn'tmakemeabadwife

Abaleng:Noofcoursenot,youhavebeen

understandingandwearestillindebts.Canyou

pleasestoptalkingaboutfindingajob?We

agreedyou'dbeastayathomemom

Renei:Idon'tmindthataslongasyoucan

affordit.

Abaleng:Alright,loveyou

Renei:Loveyoumore

Hehungupandcontinuedworking.....

AtDudu'smother.....



Princesswokeupandslowlycrawledtothe

edgeofthebedwheresheletherlegdownand

letgoasshefelldownthenshecrawledoutside

wherehergrandmotherwassweepingtheyard.

Shesatinfrontofthehousetakingahandfulof

soileatingitthenshecrawledovertoher

grandmothercrying....

Granny:(liftedherdustinghermouth)kgwa...

Heybatho!

Sheservedabowlofsoftporridgeandaddeda

bitofsugarleavinganotherforlaterthenshe

stirredandbegunfeedingher,Princesstookthe

firstspoonandspatthesecondonecrying..…



Bytheroad.....

MeanwhileDuduandanothercrewofIpelegeng

workerswerecleaningtheroad,Duduwipedthe

sweatonherforeheadandcontinuedcutting

thegrasswithaslasherasotherworkers

workedchatting....

Anothermanwalkedoverandslashedcloserto

her....

Him:Doyouevertalk?

Dudu:(smiledabit)whenihavesomething

importanttosay...

Him:MynameisKabo....(shekeptquiet)Today

it'sveryhot..(shekeptquietcuttingthegrass)

well...Nicetalkingtoyou...



Absent-mindedshecontinuedslashing,her

mothercalledandsheansweredwalkingaway

fromthecrowd....

Dudu:Hello?

Her:Hi,Princessisrefusingtoeatsoftporridge

withoutmilk,thesugarisalsofinishing.

Dudu:(sighed)I'llaskanyofmycustomersifi

candotheirhairforhalfprice,theoneswho

tookmyweavesoncreditarerefusingtopay.

Her:It'sjustuntiligetmypentionnextweekmy

girl,don'tstressyourself.Ngwanaenentseoa

golagawaemagologoleoneakerekeyoo

ithutagoemayo.

Dudu:(smiled)Yes..Sheisgrowing..

Her:Letmebathher

Dudu:Bye



ShehungupanddialedBakangbutitrang

unansweredthensheborrowedthephonefrom

oneofhercoworkersandcalled....

Bakang:Hello?

Dudu:Hi,willyoumanagetogivehersomething

thismonth?

Bakang:I'minCapetownformyhoneymoon

Dudu:Butyoucansendthemoneywhileyou

arethere

Bakang:Idon'thavemoney,Travellingis

expensivekanabathobabasaberekengithela

letsaagoregoberekagorayagoremothoo

tsamayaarwelemadikadipata,gakenamadi

Dudu.I'mnotgettingpaidanything

Dudu:PaidbywhoneBakang?Oraaoduelwa

kemangelewenaoduelangbatho,Whatdo

youthinkyourdaughterhasbeeneatingthe



past4months?

Bakang:Idon'tevenknowifthat'smydaughter,

foraprematurebabyshewastoofatandeven

nowiseenothinginherthatsayssheismine.

Dudu:Howwouldyouknowhowshelooksyou

haven'tseenherin5months

Bakang:Stopharassingmewithphonecalls,

I'mamarriedman,respectmywife.Tota

mosadiwameDuduetsang,thisiswhypeople

likeyougetsued.KeepdoingthisandI'lltellher,

wewillseewhereyou'llgetthemoneytopay

her.

Dudu:Rragakegokopemaratokaremphemadi

ngwana.

Thephonecallgotdisconnecteddueto

insufficientairtime..ShehadusedP13butonly

hadP3airtimeinherphone...



Dudu:Iforgotiwasn'tusingmyphone,cani

sendtheP3andpayyoutomorrow

Coworker:No,problem..Areyouokay?

Dudu:Yes.

.

Shehungtheslasheronhershoulderand

walkedawayfromeveryonethenshesatonthe

middleofthegrassandcoveredherface

crying...

Dudu:(crying)Godwhyareyoudoingthistome,

why?Ifieversinnedagainstyoupleaseforgive

me...Don'tletmydaughtersufferlikethis...

TheIpelegengcarblewthehornandtheyall

screamedincelebration,theyalljumpedinthe

carasshewalkedoverrubbinghereyes,she



dustedherblueoverallsandjumpedintheback

ofthecarholdingherslasherasKaboquietly

observedher....

MinuteslaterthecardroppedthemoffatVDC

wheretheyhandedovertheirtoolsandqueued

forfood.Dudutookoutherlunchboxandgot

herfood,insteadofjoiningothersunderthe

treessheputherfoodinthebagandwalked

out.

Ontheway,shewentthroughcontactlistand

typedamessage....

Dudu:Hi,callmeifyouwishtodoyourhair,any

amountyouhaveisfine.

Notification:Messagenotsent



Therewasn'tenoughairtime,sheloggedinto

Facebookandpostedpicturesofallher

householdsatcheaperprices.Acallgotin

immediately...

Dudu:Hello?

Voice:Hi,ijustsawyouradvert,isthatareal

pictureofthebedyou'resellingoryou

downloadedonline?

Dudu:Youcancomeandseeit,it'stheone

Voice:WhyareyousellingitforP350?

Dudu:Ineedtobuymilkformydaughter,how

muchdoyouhave?

Voice:P250

Dudu:(shookherheadtearfully)Okay,youcan

comeandtakeit.

Voice:I'llcallfordirections



Dudu:Caniaskforafavour?

Voice:Yes

Dudu:CanyoubringmeacanofNan2instead

ofP250?

Voice:Yes

Dudu:thankyou....

AtDudu'smother's....

Minuteslatersheapproachedthehouseand

smiledlookingatPrincessasshestoodup

supportingherselfwiththedoorframeandlet

go...Shewantedtocelebrateherdaughter

standingonherownbutshealsodidn'twantto

startleher...Princesssawhermotherwalking

overandspreadherarmstakingthreesteps

thenshefell...



Dudu:(screamedandranover)Woooooooow....

Mamangwanakewaatsamaathisearly...

(kissedheronthecheek)Goodgirl....Wow!

Hermother:Ngwanagaathatangwanaka...

Shewalkedinthehouseandtookoutherlunch

box,shefedherdaughterandhandedher

mothertheleftovers...

Her:No,Jangwanaka,ihadsoftporridge..

Duduateandhadwater,avandrovethrough

thegateandshewalkedoutholdingher

daughter..

Thewomanhandedheracanofformulaastwo

menwalkedtothehousetocollectthebed....



Dudu:Thankyou

Woman:(guiltstricken)You'rewelcome

Themenpassedbeforethemandloadedthe

whitegoodlookingbedasDudulookedatit,the

womanlookedatPrincessasshesuckedher

fingers..

Woman:Howmuchdidyoubuythisbed?

Dudu:2.8inGaborone

Woman:(handedherP800)It'stoonewfora

canofformula...

Dudutearfullycoveredhermouthlookingather,

tearsrolleddownhercheeksandshehugged

thewomantightly....



Dudu:(rubbedhereyes)Thankyou...

Atmymother'shouse...

LaterthatafternoonIparkedthecar,mymother

andourneighboursteppedout,icalledbackthe

missedcallsIfound...

Voice:OKfurnitures,hello?

Me:Hi,It'sNalediThapelo,imissedyourcalls

Voice:Ohispoketoyourbrother,totanneele

gorewewanttocollectthefurniturebuthe

askedustoexcusehim-

Me:Pleasecomeandcollectthem,Iwon'tbe

abletopayyou.I'mnotworking,ican'tpayyou.

It'snothisdebt



Voice:I'lltalktomysupervisorandgetbackto

you.

Me:Thankyou

Iwalkedbackinthehouseandsatdownstaring

attheperfectfamilypictureofahusband,wife,

threechildrenandtwodogsthatihadpasted

onthewallabovethebed,itwasn'tmotivating

anymore...Justadepressingpictureistaredat

everymorningtoremindmyselfofmyfailures.I

rippeditofftheallandthrewitawaytheni

leanedoversighingheavilythinkingaboutthe

babythingsihadboughtformyson,ihadgiven

awaysoonafterhisburialbutineededthem

badly...Myphonerang...

Me:Hello?

Maduo:Hi..Justcheckingonyou



Me:Hey

Maduo:Whenareyougoingforyourscan?

Me:TheysaidmaybewhenI'maround7or8

months,youknowhowgovernmenthospitals

are

Maduo:Well...(smiled)TueloandIhavealittle

presentforyou,wearepayingforyourscan...

Me:(smiled)Really?

Maduo:Yes,prepareyourselfVrrphaayatsena

in2minutesyouknowTuelodoesn'tdrivehe

flies

Me:(laughed)Emma...Bye..…

Iatemyleftoversandpreparedmyself.

MinuteslaterTueloparkedoutside,they

steppedoutandgreetedmymotherasshe



gavethemchairs.

AfterexchanginggreetingsMaduowalkedin

thehouseleavingTuelowiththeoldlady....

Tuelo:You'remakingbeautifulcarpets...

Her:Thankyou,I'mnowdoingitfaster,Iwantto

sellasmuchasIcansothatIcanhelpNaledi

buythebaby'sthings.

Tuelo:(tookouthiswalletandhandedherP400)

Idon'tknowhowthatcanhelpbutthat'salli

have

Her:(kissedhishands)Godblessyou,it'smore

thanenough...Thankyouverymuch.

Tuelo:It'stheleastIcando..

Her:Howisyourfriend?

Tuelo:Wehardlytalk,hiswifeisn'tasocial



person.They'realwaystravelling,thelasttimei

heardtheyweregoingtoVictoriafalls.

Her:Okay...

Insidethehouse.....

Meanwhileigrabbedmyhandbaggettingready

toleavethenMaduowalkedinside....

Maduo:(grinnedlookingatme)LordJesus!

Yourbumpishuge...Youlooklikeacow

Me:Cow?

Maduo:(laughed)Yes

Me:(gavehermybag)Carrythisandstop

insultingme,I'mgoingtodealwithyougao

senagoimavrrrphanyana,iketehelawena..



Westeppedoutsidechatting,Tueloturnedand

lookedus,hiseyeswidenedashelookedatmy

bump...

Tuelo:(shocked)Wow...

Me:What?

Tuelo:Nothing,sorry...

Wegotinthecaranddroveoff.

AttheGynaecologist.....

Minuteslaterheparkedthecar,sittingatthe

backlisteningtothemteasingoneanotherand

playfullyhittingoneanotherwasenviable,he

switchedtheengineoffandsqueezedher

thigh.…



Tuelo:(pinchedherchin)Areye...Nextyearkea

gokgaola,taboofolagonehaotimpetse

Maduo:(laughed)Nnaketoughtherra,gaa

berekwa

Tuelo:Kegobetsanokatsepedihela...you'llsee,

otsaagoreNaledinealeeasy

Me:(laughed)Akoommotse..Ija

Weallsteppedoutandwalkedinsideasheheld

herhandandsecretlytickledher,sheslapped

hishandandkeptaseriousfaceaswe

approachedthereception.......

Tueloremainedinthereceptionreading

newspapersasMaduoandiwalkedin,the

doctorgreetedusanddirectedmeonthebed..



Ipulledmydressupandlaiddown,heputon

theglovesandappliedgelonmyabdomen......

Doctor:Youlookfamiliar,haveweevermet?

Me:(smiled)Yes,iwashere5monthsagowith-

Doctor:BKiremember...(lookedatmyhuge

bump)lookslikewemadetherightdecision

afterall...

Me:Yes,wedid...

Doctor:Mylipsarestillsealed...

Me:Thankyou....

Hemovedthescannerstaringatthescreen...

Doctor:(frowned)Holyshit..

Me:(raisedmyheadstaringatthescreen)What?

Ican'tseeanything...



Maduo:(leapedupandwalkedover)What?

Doctor:You'reonefertilehumanbeing...You're

carryingtriplets...

Maduo:(screamedjumping)Yeees...Wow...

Yes!Yes!

Doctor:(lookedclosermovingthescanner

aroundmyabdomen)Twoboysandonegirl...

Maduo:(clappedhands)Yes...Wow...Thisis

beautiful...

Me:(shocked)Whatamigoingtodowiththree

babies?Iamunemployed,ihavenothingtomy

nameandmychildrenarefatherless,why

wouldGodpunishmelikethis?

Maduo:Babesdon'ttalklikethat...You'llfinda

way,mothersalwaysfindaway.

Me:(crying)Whatway?Iwouldsellmyfurniture

butfurnitureshopisgettingthem,ispentallmy

moneypayinguselessrentandIspentallthe



moneyihadonclothes,uselessclothesthatI

can'tgivetomybabies.

Maduo:Youcansellthecar

Me:It'sinhisnameandthatmeansit'sWendy's

car,assoonassheknowsthissheiscoming

forit.Ihavenothing,mybrotherhasafamily

andmymothersellscarpetsforaliving,how

amigoingtofeedthreebabieskelemo

botsetsing.Thesalaryisavedwon'tbeenough

toevenbuythemclothesandfeedmewhileI'm

onconfinement.

Maduo:(huggedme)Mothersalwaysfinda

way...You'llfindaway....……

Co-wife
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AtAbaleng'soffice...



TueloandMaduodroppedmeoffatmy

brothersworkplaceandslowlydroveoff...

Maduo:(putonhersunglasses)Wewilltalk

later

Me:Yes,andguys...Thanksalot...Iappreciate

it,thisismoreimportantthanyoucanimagine...

JustbecauseiknowI'mexpectingthreeI'll

preparebetterthanwhenIassumedit'sjust

one.

Maduo:You'rewelcome..

Tuelo:Takecare...

Me:Tuelotherrakeagokopadon'ttellBakang

aboutmykids,theywouldbeindanger.

Tuelo:Iwouldn'tdothatandidon'ttalkto

BakangasmuchasIusedto,wedriftedapart

becausewedifferwithopinions.Don'tworry

aboutit..



Me:Thanks..

Iturnedandwalkedinthebuilding.

InAbaleng'soffice....

Iknockedandwalkedinashewastypingthen

heturnedandsmiledasiwalkedin....

Abaleng:Sdudah...Heeekareokathunya...

Me:(laughedsittingdown)Youreallyhaveto

stopcallingmethat,idon'tcallyoutally..

(placedthescanphotoonthetable)Maduoand

Tuelojusttookmeforascan

Abaleng:(lookingatit)ican'tseeanything

Me:(pointed)That'stheheadhere,hereand

here..



Abaleng:(carefullylookedatitandlookedat

me)Triplets?

Me:(sighed)Yeah

Abaleng:(frustratedly)Howthehellamigoing

tosupportfourbabies?

Me:Abistopit,it'smybabiesnotyours.You

onlyhaveonebabyandawifetosupport.

Abaleng:You'renotworking,it'smy

responsibility

Me:No,it'snot...I'llseewhattodo.Stop

makingmyproblemsyourproblems,Iwould

feelreallybadifmysituationaffectedyour

marriage.Youjustgotmarriedandyou're

obviouslyindebts,youdon'tneedmyproblems

tomakemattersworse.

Abaleng:Reneiisunderstanding,shedoesn't

mind.

Me:AbiIamawoman,I'mtellingyouit'snot



good.Iunderstandwhyyouhelpingmebuttry

tounderstandthatI'malsohelpingyoubecause

I'mputtingmyselfinRenei'sshoes.Bakang's

mistakesshouldn'tmakeReneisuffer,shegota

goodmanandshedeservesagoodlifeforthat,

nnasemataimustfacemymistakesbecausei

decidedtodatearichbadboywhileRenei

choseagoodman,itshouldbealesson.

(sighed)Anywayicalledthefurnitureshopand

toldthemtogettheirfurniture,theysaidthey

wouldcallmeback.

Abaleng:Ihavetopaythatdebtuntilyoufinish

itotherwisetheseguyswillsummonsyouyears

later,you'llbesurprisedtoseethesheriffat

yourdoorevenaftergivingthemthefurniture,

believeme.I'llpaythatP600,I'mgoingtoget

moneyfromthecashloan

Me:Notacashloan,I'mnotputtingyouin

debtsmorethanyou'reandI'mcertainlynot

goingtobeoneofthosesistersthatfeel



entitledtotheirbrother'smoney,I'llfindaway.

I'lltalktothemsothatIcanatleastpaythem

P300permonth.Obeilebotsetsigakebate

gogoimetsa.

Abaleng:(sighedleaningbackholdingthe

picture)IhateBakang,ekareaitsegoreo

tsholontsiaboatsamayaaimisaalatha.

Me:Eneoitsegoreobolaileakere,idon'tlike

talkingabouthimbecauseitblocksmefrom

thinkingaboutwaystomakemoney.

Abaleng:Don'tworryaboutthis,I'lltakecareof

thechildren.

Me:Withwhat?You'reindebts.I'mjustsharing

goodnewswithyou,notthatyoushouldworry.

Isavedmoneymy2monthssalaryandthe

packagetheygaveme..Don'tworryaboutme,

justcelebratehavinganieceandtwonephews.

Abaleng:(smiledthoughtfully)Itwillbegreat

though,ihopetheywillbeidenticalbutifthey



playmeI'llwhipthemwithabelt

Me:(laughed)Ican'twaittotellMama,shewill

besoexcitedaboutit...

AtMaduo'shouse...

LaterthatafternoonMaduocollectedtheir

dishesandheadedtothekitchenwhereshe

washedthem,Tuelowalkedbehindherandheld

herwaistkissingherneck...

Hisbonerpokedherbuttasshequietlydidthe

dishes,heslowlypulledupherstretchydress

andturnedheraroundkissingher,herheart

poundedassheswallowedandmovedback...

Tuelo:Whenarewedoingit?



Maduo:I'mnotready...

Tuelo:Whendoyouthinkyouwillbeready?

Maduo:Ineedtime...

Tuelo:(annoyed)Timetodowhatexactly?Are

youavirgin?

Maduo:Ididn'tsayI'mavirgin

Tuelo:Thenwhat?Areyouatransgender?

Maduo:(offendedsheturnedaroundand

continuedwiththedishes)I'mnotready...

Tuelo:MaduoI'mtoooldforfacelove,ineed

sex.Ihaven'thadsexinalmostayear,trustme

that'salifetimeforaman.Idon'tknowhowyou

doitbutIcan'twaitanymore.

Maduo:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Tuelo:(turnedaroundandwalkedout)know

what?I'lljustgobeforeIsaysomethingstupid

Maduo:(followedhim)Justsayit...Doyou



wanttocheat?

Tuelo:(gothiskeysandwalkedout)Bye

Maduo:(followinghim)Justsayit...Youwant

tocheat?

Tuelo:(turnedaroundandfacedher)Idon't

cheatbutialsowon'tletanotherwomanplay

me,iknowitstartswithsexstarvation.Itstarts

withexcusessoifyoudon'tfeelthisanymore

justletmegosothatIcanfindaserious

woman.Idon'thavetimetowaste.Iwantakid,

allmyfriendshavechildrenbutI'mcelebrating

6monthswithagirlfriendihaven'thadsexwith,

isthissomekindofajokeorwhat?....Bye

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff,Maduogotin

thehouseandclosedthedoorleaningagainst

thedoorthoughtfully......



Atmymother'shouse....

LateronIgotmyfoodandsatnexttomy

motherasshewasdoinghercarpets.…

Her:.Yourlegsareswollen,haveyoubeen

standingagain

Me:Ithinkit'sthedrivingthatcausesitbutI'm

notsure...OhIalmostforgot,you'regoingtobe

agrannytotriples,atwoboysandonegirl..

Her:(heartskipped)MyGod

Me:What?

Her:I'mjustgoingtotellyouthoughitmight

stressyou.Thenightyouweretravellingover

herefroGaboronewhenIsaidihada

nightmare...Inmydreamwewereatthe

graveyardburyingyoutogetherwiththreelittle

whitecoffins,itscaredmetodeathandinever



forgotit.Nowyou'rescaringmeifyou'reindeed

carryingthreechildren,youreallyneedtobe

prayerfulNaledi.

Me:Mamaareyouseriousaboutthedreamor

youjustwanttoscaremesothatIcanpray

more?

Mama:whywouldIlietoyoungwanaka?Why

wouldicreatesuchabaddream....

Me:It'snotthatIdon'tbelieveyou...God

wouldn'tpunishmelikethat,hewouldn't...

Wouldhe?

Mama:GoodpeoplesufferedintheBible,

sufferingisn'talwaysapunishment.Be

prayerful...Beingagoodmotherisputtingyour

childbeforeGodandaskingGodtoprotectyour

childforyoubecauseyou'reonlyhuman.

Me:I'llprayaboutit,it'sabaddream.Iwouldn't

survivethedeathofanyofmybabies..

Mama:I'mproudthatyouhavebeengoingto



churchbutIwanttoseeyoureallybelievein

God,kebelaelaoisamelehelakokerekeng.Do

youeverprayalone?

Me:Notreally,ialwaysforgettopray.

Mama:(sighed)Whenthetimecomesyou'll

pray,noonewillremindyou...Whatdidthe

furniturepeoplesay?

Me:Theyhaven'tcalledbutAbalengsaysimust

justpayitoffsoIdecidedit'sbestireducemy

installmentstoP300.Hewasgoingtopayitbut

irefused.HeisalreadygivingmeP600toget

anothermonthlyP600willbeunreasonable

especiallybecauseheispayingoffaloanand

hasbabyexpenses.

Mama:I'mplanningtohavehimreducethe

moneyheisgivingme,Ididn'tlikeReneilwe's

hairthismorning.Idon'tknowifit'sbecause

sheisinconfinementorthey'rerunningoutof

money.



Me:Ithinktheymightbehavingmoney

problemsbecausehesaidhewouldgetmoney

fromthecashloan,totopituphispridewon't

allowhimtoletReneiwork.Heinsistonher

beingahousewife,Iwonderwhatmakeshim

thinkhecansupporteveryonewithhisentire

salary.

Mama:Iblameyourfatherforabandoninghis

responsibilitiesbecausenowAbalengis

sacrificinghisfamilymoneyforthingshe

doesn'thaveto.

Me:Butit'sBakangwhoistoblamehere,thisis

Bakang'sresponsibilitybutsinceheoptedouti

blamemyselffornotseeingthroughhimandi

don'twantpeoplearoundmetosufferbecause

ofmymistakes.Youalltoldmethathewasbad

formebutirefusedandmadechildrenwithhim,

iblamemyself.

Mama:(yawning)Ineedtogetsomesleep,

thesecarpetswillkillme...I'mnotresting



anymore.

Me:Tomorrowyoumusttakeabreak...

Mama:Let'spraybeforeIgotobed

Wekneltdownandsheledtheprayer,weboth

saidamenandshewenttobed,minuteslateri

switchedoffthelightsandwenttobed.

AtDudu'smothers...

Dudufinishedbathingherdaughterandlaidher

downthenshestoodtheresilentlystaringat

herasshesleptpeaceful.Shekneltdownand

putherhandonherheadandclosedhereyes

praying...

Dudu:LordJesusthisismyblessingandIwill



foreverbethankfultoyouforgivingmethisgift,

Iwillnotregrethavingherbecausesomanyare

cryingforthiswonderfulgiftI'mprivilegedto

have.Fathergivemethestrengthtodoitonmy

own,WhenI'mbreakingdownliftme.Iamsad

thatotherwomenareraisingtheirchildrenwith

theirfathersbutiknowyouputmeinthis

situationbecauseyouknowI'mstrongerthan

them.I'mlearningandI'llbeanexpertatbeing

asinglemother,untilthenstrengthenmefather,

motivatemeandliftmeupaboveallgivemea

forgivingheart,helpmeforgiveBakangsothatI

canmoveonwithmylife.Idon'twantmy

husbandtosufferforBakang'smistakes.Inthe

nameofthefather,thesonandtheHolyspirit.

Amen

Shetookoffherclothesandswitchedoffthe

lightsthenshelaiddownstaringinthedark.It

washerdailyroutinetoreflectforabout30



minutesbeforegoingtobed.

Herusuallyquestion...WHATCANIDOTO

MAKEMOREMONEY?Shethoughtbackto

AbalengandRenei'sweddingdecor,"itwas

beautifulandtheamounttheypaidwas

ridiculous,thatladymusthavemadealotof

moneyjustrentingthattentandthedecors.

Imagineabusinesswhereyourstockisnever

finished.Rentalsareprobablythesafest

businessidea"shethoughtandgotup,she

switchedthelightsonandgrabbedher

businessideabook...

Dudu:(writingdown)Dee'sClassicDecor...

(smiledpicturingit)Wowsoundssobeautiful...

Shelistedtheequipmentandlookedupthe

pricesonline,thetotalwasinsanelyhighbut



shewasn'tabouttogiveup,"youhavetospend

moneytomakemoney,"shethoughtasshe

circledthetotalamountbitingherlowerlip.....

Sheswitchedoffthelightsandwenttobed.

InSouthAfrica....

AroundmidnightBakang'sphonevibratedon

theheadboardashelaidbehindWendywhith

hisarmaroundher...Hereachedforitand

frownedasthelighthurthiseyes..

Unsavednumber:Congratulations,Nalediis

carryingtriplets,2boysand1girl.Ihopeone

dayyouwon'tregretdoingthisyourownblood.

Bakang:Whoisthis?

Unsavednumber:Yourguardianangel.Bkyour

childrenaresuffering.Princessisveryskinny.



Bakang:Fuckoff.

Heblockedthenumberanddeletedthe

messagesthenheputthephonedownand

closedhiseyes.

Wendy:(halfasleep)Whoisitbabe?

Bakang:Orangepromotions..(kissedherneck)

Goodnight

Wendy:Goodnight...…

2MONTHSLATER.......(9t)

AlwaysremembertoLiketheinsert.Muchlove

Co-wife
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Atthepsychologist...

Duduknockedandwalkedin,thepsychologist

smiledsurprisedandputherhandstogether

lookingatherasshesatdown....

Her:It'sbeenawhileandyoulookgreat,where

isthebigtummy?

Dudu:(laughed)Heiethubegilemma,kante

dimpakedilotsakgorohey

Her:(laughed)mokhambaoeneelewabotsetsi

hela...Howareyou?

Dudu:I'mfine,ijustcametoletyouknowthat

I'llbeworkinginasafari,outofallthe120

applicationstheonlysuccessfuloneisfroma

safari.

Her:That'stheworstjobanymothercanget,i



hearyougoforthreetosixmonthsinthebush.

Dudu:Yesbutthemoneyisworth,I'mgoingto

saveitandstartadecorbusinessformy

daughter.It'sourcompanynnalePrincessso

wehavetomakesacrifices,shehastolet

mommygoformonthsandihavetobestrong

justtoreachthatgoal.

Her:(smiled)I'msoproudofyou,youknowasa

motivatorwhenyouseesomeonewhowas

oncesolowbeingsohighlymotivateditgets

youradrenalinepumping,I'mreallyproudofyou.

Don'tmakemecry....(rubbedhertears)Idon't

cryinfrontofmyclients

Dudu:(laughed)Afterworkingthejobspeople

considertobethelowestjobs,ihaverealised

thatsometimestheonlythingstandingusand

successisus,ourfeartofailorourpride

stoppingusfromworkingpoorjobsthatcan

opendoorstobiggerdreams.



Her:(rubbedhereyeswithatissue)Whoare

you?

Dudu:(laughed)Thisisme,iwasahustler

beforeilostmyself...Istoppeddreamingand

sawmyselfasBakang'swifethat'showIgot

here,that'showibecameabeggarbutiwas

neverlikethis.Mymotherraisedmetobea

provider,Ilostdirectionandhavehadmonths

torecover,I'mfinallyoverBakangandthehope

thathewillhelpmesonowI'mfatheringand

motheringtooandI'lldoitjustfine.

Her:canihugyou?Weneverhugmyclientsbut

you'renotaclientanymoreyou'remotivating

me...Myhusbandischeating,hedoesn'tbring

anymoneyhomeandI'msupportingthe

childrenonmyown.Ihave5childrenwaitseke

tshotsehelaokarengandnowit'shard,i

thoughtbeingmarriediwassafefromyou

know...Beingabandonedwithchildrenwaitse

keemehelajaanakabanabale5,bajaokaredi



alienandclothes?

Dudu:(laughed)Clothesareexpensiveiknow

ibilebale5,itmeansschoolshoessaP100for

youit'sP500justshoes,nouniformnothing...

Butidon'tthinkyoushoulddwellmuchonthe

numberofchildren,theyarehereandyoucan't

takethemback.Sodealwiththathungerand

theirneeds

Her:it'shard,I'mnotbeingpaidmuchandstill

theyaretoomany,kanamonthendithelake

phaphaletsehela.Iwantedtostartsellingafew

thingsforextracashbutI'mneverleftwith

anything,salaryehelalonetsatsileetseneng

kayone.

Dudu:Youmustspendmoneytomakemoney,

Youcan'tmakemoneywithoutspendingmoney

neverunlessyoucomedian(theylaughed)Sit

yourchildrendownandtellthemthatyouhave

tomakesacrificesandtheywon'thaveenough

foracoupleofmonths.NnaPrincesske



mmoleletse,iknowsheisababybutlastnighti

toldheriwasgoingtomakeabetterlifeforher.

Gagonagoreretaareng.

Her:(huggedher)Thankyou..ican'tbelievei

brokedownbeforeaclient,it'sunprofessional

Dudu:(smiled)you'reonlyhuman,you'rea

mother.Wesometimesneedmotivation...

Anywayihavetogo,I'llbeflyingthisafternoon.

Her:Goodluckandum..Doyoustillhavethose

fantasies?

Dudu:Wellnowthereisn'tBakanginthefantasy,

heisout.Heistheonlythingican'tstandthere

whenIclosemyeyesbutI'malsoprayingto

stopseeingherlikethat,it'sstupidandcrazy,i

trustGodtogetridofthatmadness.

Her:(sighed)safejourney

Dudu:Thanks...



AtAbaleng'shouse....

HewalkedincarryinghissonasReneifollowed

himlookingaroundthehouse....

Renei:Hellohouse,I'mbaaack...

Abaleng:withtheheir!

Renei:(laughed)Yes....

HeturnedaroundandkissedRenei...

Abaleng:Thanks,nowifeellikeIamareal

familyman,iknowweweremarriedbutthefact

thatitwasjustyouandmekindofmademe

feellikejustaboyfriendbutthis?(rubbinghis

sonsback)Thismakesmefeellikearealman,

ahusbandandafather,iamcomplete.Thank



you

Renei:(smiled)You'rewelcome,imissedthis

place

Abaleng:ItriedtocleanupwhereIcouldand

babeiknowmoneyhasn'tbeeneasybutI

promiseyou,wewillrecoverfromthis.Iwas

talkingtoafriendatworkandhetoldmethat

mostmarriedcouplesarebrokemonths

followingtheirweddingbecausetheyare

recoveringsothisistemporary.

Renei:Don'tbehardonyourself,themoneyis

okayandifitgetshardicanalwaysfindajob.

Abaleng:Therewegoagainwiththatword.

Renei:(smiledandkissedhim)I'msorry...I'm

sorry...

Shewalkedtothebedroomashesatonthe

couchplayingwithhisson.....



Atmymother'shouse....

LateronthatsunnymorningIdraggedthe

mattressbythesideofthehouseandspreada

blanketthenithrewapillowandslowlylaid

downbreathingheavily,atthispointmyonly

prayerwasthedeliveryroombecauseicould

hardlytoanything,somethingaseasyasto

breathewasastruggle,myweighthaddoubled

andmybloodpressurewasbeingmonitoredon

weeklybasis...

Mymotherwalkedoutofthehousesmelling

freshholdingherhandbagandputmybreakfast

ontheplasticchair....

Me:Iyoomamastandthisside,perfumegae



ntseesente

Mama:Sorry..Hereisyourbreakfast,I'mgoing

tocollectmypensionpleasecallmeifyoufeel

anypainoranythingoutoftheordinary.

Me:(laughed)Mamabatho,thereis3fullweeks

lefttotheDuedate,I'llbefine.

Mama:Onceyou're8monthsyoumustbe

readybecausengwanawaboasetsealeready.

Tripletsareatriskduringbirthandtheyalways

needmedicalassistancesoyoucannotafford

todeliveronthewayorathomebecauseoneof

themorallofthemmightnotmakeitoryou

canalsodieduringdelivery.Thatdreamstill

hauntsme,iamafraidI'lllooseyouanytime.

Me:Okay,I'llcallyoubutIbelieveI'llbefine.I

trustyourprayers,you'remyprayerwarrior.

Mama:(walkingaway)Mosadiwaithapelela

gaarapelelwekemmagwe....



Shewalkedawayandisatupeatingmy

breakfast,Softporridgewithsourmilk,whenI

turnedisawDuduwalkingthroughthegate,she

smiledfromadistanceasusualandsatdown

lookingatme...

Dudu:Hi,youlooklikeyou'reabouttopop

Me:(laughed)Tellmeaboutit...

Dudu:(sighed)Anywayicametoaskfora

favour,I'mgoingtothebush,I'llbegonefor

threemonthsormoreI'mnotsureaboutthe

dates.

Me:Safarijobsaren'tforwomen

Dudu:Iknowbutidon'thaveachoice,Anywayi

needyoutokeeppickingmymotherand

princesswhenevertheyhaveemergencies.If

sheneedstoberushedtothehospitalbethere

forher.Myfamilyisn'texactlylikeother

families,wearescatteredandnotlovingsoif



mymotherissickpleasehelpherout.Dropher

aboxofjuice,buythemwhatevertheyneedand

writeitdown.I'llrefundyouwhenIgetback.

Me:Abouttransportationyoudon'thavetoask,

it'stheircarofcourseI'llhelpherout.Didyou

givehermynumber?

Dudu:Yes,thankyousomuch

Me:You'rewelcome...I'llkeepcheckingonher

lehaketogakennamotsetsi.Youlook

gorgeous,ihopeI'llthisgoodaftergainingso

muchweight.

Dudu:(laughed)Don'tworry,you'lllosethat

babyfat...(laughed)Istillcan'tbelieveBakango

lathilebanajustlikethat

Me:Andthewayhegotangrywhenimentioned

amorningafterpillkareekarekamopateletsa,

itoldhimIwasn'treadybutkehaaitatsaka

bogalehooabeahelelaankurukakatripya

Gaboronegompienoramoshimisagaare



bapisaleWendy.

Dudu:(laughed)Ibecamebitterandevenlost

mybitternesskemonohela,hankasimolola

businessyame?Tabokelebonebanyana

ba(thumbsup)

Me:Idon'tknowwhatI'mgoingtodo,Ican't

thinkofanybusinesskoorekeagothokomela

jangbanabale3Dudu?

Dudu:Idon'tknow,ifthereisn'tajobyouhave

totrysomething,youcan'tjustsithomelegale

whenyouseethehungerontheirfaces,baleba

sesaneyou'llthinkofsomething.Ithinkyour

thingsareeasierbecauseyouhaveabrother

Me:Butmybrotherisbrokeandhehasafamily,

idon'twanttobeoneofthosefamilymembers

thatmakeotherfamilymemberslookbadfor

affordinggoodthingsfortheirchildren,iwant

tobeindependentandsupportmyselfkesa

kolekelwekemasika.



Dudu:Keepthinkingofsomething,thinkbefore

goingtobed,iheargoodideascomeatnight.

Me:I'lldothat

Dudu:CanihugyoubeforeIgo...(heldmyhand

andpulledmeup)You'resoheavybatho

Welaughedandhugged,iletgobutshestill

huggedmeandiawkwardlyhuggedheragain,it

feltlikeoneofthoseweirdgoodbyehugss,she

sighedandletgothenwesmiledlookingatone

another...

Me:Thisisveryawkwardyoubetternotdieout

thereosenagontaetsangwanawagago.

Dudu:(laughed)Themmaifidiedon'tabandon

mydaughter,I'llwakeupandhauntyouifyou

don'ttakecareofher.

Me:Stopit,don'tjokelikethat....



Dudu:(hephonerang)Ihavetogo..Bye

Me:Letmedropyouoff

Dudu:Youcan'tgetbehindthewheelwithsuch

ahugetummy

Me:I'mfine,ialwaysgototheclinicwiththe

car.Let'sgo...

Dudu:OkayIguessthiscanbehelpful,I'lleven

collectmybagsfromhomeandmaybetake

Princesswithme?(smiledwithpuppyeyes)

Please?

Me:Finebutonlyifshestillhashercarseat.

Dudu:Shedoes...

AtMaunInternationalAirport...

Iparkedbesidesgate,Dudusteppedoutand

pulledherbag,agroupofothercoworkerswere



standingafewfeetawayholdingtheirbags.

Shewentovertohersupervisorandchecked-in

thensheleftherbagwithoneofthecoworkers

andwalkedbacktothecar.......

SheliftedPrincessfromherseatandhugged

heremotionally...

Dudu:(tearfully)Ican'tbelieveI'mleavingher

behind,thereisnonetworkthere.Ifsheissick

I'llneverknow...

Me:Grandmothersarethebestbabysitters,if

theyraisedustheycanraiseourchildren.

Dudu:(kissedher)Babydon'tgetsickokay?I'm

goingtomakemoney,I'mnotabandoningyou.I

loveyou...

Supervisor:Alright,let'sgo...



Everyonegottheirbagsandfollowedherinside,

DuduhandedmePrincessasshestartedcrying,

shekissedherandgotherbagthensheran

insidefollowinghercrew.

IshushedPrincessbutshewouldn'tkeepquiet,

Ilockedthecarandwalkedovertothe

tuckshopbytheroadwhereigotherfresh

chips...

Me:(handedherone)Here...

Shekeptquietandateasiwalkedtothecar...

Man:(crossingtheroad)Youshouldn'tbe

carryingthatbabywiththeweightyou're

carrying,rraabookae?

Me:(laughed)Othudilweketerena



Man:(laughed)Amae...

Icrossedtheroadandapproachedthecar,

BakangandWendywalkedoutofthegate

holdinghands,hiseyeswidenedashelookedat

myhugetummythenhepassedby.

Bakang:Hi

Me:Hi

TheywalkedawayasWendysaidsomethingto

him,heseemedtoberesisting,iputherinher

seatandgotinthecarthenWendyappearedon

mydriver'sside.

Wendy:Pleasegetoutofmycar

Me:Thisismycar



Wendy:Doyouhaveitspapers?Don't

embarrassyourself,therearepoliceofficersin

theairport.

IstuckmyheadoutandlookedatBakang,he

avoidedeyecontactashewasleaningagainst

theircarfoldinghisarmsthenisteppedoutand

packedmypapersintomyhandbag,Igotthe

baby'scarseatandputitonthegroundtheni

carriedheronmyleftwaistsupportingherwith

myarmandhandedWendythecarkeys.

Shelockedthecarandwalkedovertohimthen

theydroveaway,Icouldfeelmyheartchoking

mebutiwasn'tgoingtocryholdingababy.I

tookoutmyphonetocallmybrotherasasharp

painstruckmebelowtheabdomen.Ihungmy

handbagontheothershoulderandcontinued

walkingbutthepaingotintense.Iturnedtothe



ATMmachinesecurityguardwhowaslistening

tomusic....

Her:Areyouokay?

Me:Kebelaelakelemodithabing..Ntshwarela

ngwanajaanakeletse....

Her:(gotup)Pleasesitdown...

IsatdownanddialedAbalengbuthewasn't

picking,mypaingotmoreandmoreserious,the

securityladypickedPrincessandstoodbythe

roadwavingfortaxis.IdialedTrevorandhe

picked...

Trevor:Hello?

Me:I'mabouttodeliverinfrontoftheairport,

pleasehurry....Pleasedon'tsayno..



Hehungup,ididn'tknowifhewascomingor

notsoicontinuedtryingmybrother.Minutes

laterhepulledoverwithawomaninthefront

seat,igotinthebackandthesecuritylady

handedmePrincess,Trevor'scompanion

changedhermindandgotinthebacktohold

Princess.......

Her:Babepleasehurryup...

Hesteppedonitandjoinedtheroad.............

Co-wife
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AtLetsholathebehospital....

Thenursepushedmybedinthedeliveryroom,

MybonespulledapartasIclosedmyeyes

pushingthebaby,itwasthemostpainful

experience.…

Me:(grunted)Pleaseoperateme....Whereis

theinjection?

Midwife:(checkedmyBP)You'redoinggreat

nnaka,areye?Pushergape

Ipushedonceandmypunanitoreapartasthe

headslidout,feelingmyfleshtearingwas

enoughandiclosedmylegs,themidwifegently

tappedmyknees...

Midwife:Kanaodiyamosimanyanaobatago



tswaandyou'lldamagehisbraincells,doyou

wantaretardedbaby?

Thewordretardwasenoughmotivation,i

spreadmylegsandpushedhimoutasthe

midwifegrabbedhim....

Midwife:(clampedhiscordandwipedhim)

Helloboy...

Hiscrytriggeredmymotherlyemotionsandi

criedtearsofjoyassheputatagaroundhis

wristwritingtriplet1...

Asshewaswritingigottheurgetopush....

Me:(granted)urrrrr....Theotheroneiscoming...



Shehurriedover,ipushedoutagainandshe

clampedherasshecried...

Midwife:(smiledwipingher)Hellobabygirl...

Welcometoearth...

Icoveredmyfaceandcried,iknewwhatthe

scansaidbuticouldn'tbelieveitwasactually

happening...

Themidwifeputherdownandindicatedtriplet

2,sheputherinherbedandwalkedover...

Wewaitedforabout4minuteswithoutanything

happening,mybumpwasstillhugebutthere

wasnomovement...ShecheckedmyBPagain

andthebaby'sheartbeat...



Midwife:Areyouokay?

Me:No,whyisn'ttheremovement?

Midwife:Butheisfine,trytorelax...Don'trush

him.....

Shepatientlywaitedreadytoreceivehim.......

Atthehospitalparkinglot....

Trevor'scompanionopenedthedoorputting

Princessonherlapandplayedwithheras

TrevorleanedbackdialingAbaleng'snumber....

Abaleng:Hello

Trevor:Manihavebeentryingyournumberfor

awhile,yoursisterisinthedeliveryroom.Ijust



droppedhernow.

Abaleng:Nowondersheisn'tpicking,thanks,I'll

tellmymother.Shealsofoundmissedcallsand

askedmewhereNalediwas...

Trevor:Alrightbye..

Hehungupandanothercallcamethrough....

Trevor:Hello?

Tuelo:Yeah?

Trevor:Ketisitsebanabalaitiyagagomo

spatelamonna,KanteoraagoreBKoshapo

upstairs?

Tuelo:Nalediisinlabor?

Trevor:HeletWendytakethecarfromNaledi,

besidesthatNalediisheavilypregnantshewas

withhisdaughterandhejustleftheratthemall.



Tuelo:NnathemonnakeithobogilekaBK

Trevor:Ifthesearethekindsofmenwomen

findsexythenI'dratherremainwifeless....

Tuelo:Bakanghadeverythingheneededand

wantedhiswholelifesohedoesn'tunderstand

thepainofneedingafatherorgrowingup

seeingyourmotherstruggletoputfoodonthe

table,heneversufferedthat'swhyitwillbehard

forhimtoimaginewhathischildrenaregoing

through.Ronait'seasy,weknowduringWinter

ourtoeswerefreezingbecausewedidn'thave

sockssoifthemothersaysyoursonneedsthis

andthatyouknowwhatwillhappenifyoudon't

bringthosethings.

Trevor:Nnathemonnaiwasteasedforbeinga

poorwhiteboy,remember?

Tuelo:(laughed)Iremembernnegotweo

lekgoaleleshetang

Trevor:Noneofmychildrenwillbecalled



nameslikethat,Bakangmonnawatsenwa

waitse,kooregaathalamosadiothalale

ngwanaaboagodirangwanayomoshale

relationshipencha.

Tuelo:(gotaknockatthedoorandopenedthe

door)Thisguyisbadnews

Maduo:(swallowedtearfully)Thereis

somethingineedtotellyou

Tuelo:TrevousMaduoishere,wewilltalk...

Trevor:Sure

HehungupthenMaduowalkedinfoldingher

armswithasadface...

Maduo:Ineedtotellyousomething,Idon't

wanttoloseyou...It'snotthatidon'tloveyo-

Tuelo:Nalediisinlabour



Maduo:(jumpedsmiling)Whaaaat?Where?

When?

Tuelo:(laughed)You'resuchacharacter,howis

itpossibletoswitchyourfeelingslikethat?

Weren'tyouabouttocryjustnow?

Maduo:(jumpedandkissedhim)Pleasetake

methere....Let'sgo...Wowkanagotaatweke

moilabutlet'sgo,shewillchasemeifit's

wrong....(removedthehousekeysfromthe

innerlockandputthemontheouterlock)let's

go....

Tuelo:(laughed)Don'tlockthedoor,my

brothersarecoming...

Maduo:(draggedhim)Let'sgotherrabefore

herparentscomeyouknoweldersandtaboos...

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff......



Inthedeliveryroom......

TheMidwifecheckedmyBPandcheckedthe

baby'sheartbeat

Midwife:Stillnothing...

Iclosedmyeyesandgaveinastheurgetoook

over,themidwifegrabbedhimandclampedhis

cordbuthewasn'tcrying.....

Midwife:(waitingforhiscry)Comeonmr...

Sheturnedhimupsidedownandslappedhis

buttbuthewasjusthelpless,shelaidhimdown

andpressedanemergencybutton.Anurseand

anotherdoctorwalkedinandtheytriedto



resuscitatehimbuttherewasstillsilence...

Me:Godpleasedon'tdothistome,pleaselet

himliveandI'llrepent.Godplease,ifyou'reout

thereshowme,givemeasign...showmeyour

love.Youowemeforlettingmyfatherabandon

me,youowemeforcallingPrincetoosoon.

Hestartedcryingbutweakly,iwatchedinterror

astheyconnectedhimtothetubesandtook

himaway....Theothernursehandedmethe

remainingtwo....

Me:Isheokay?

Nurse:I'msurehewillbefine,they'retakinghim

totheincubator...Breastfeedthosewho,the

midwifewillbeback......



Ibreastfedthem,minuteslatershereturned

andcontinuedworkingonmetakingoutthe

afterbirth...

Midwife:Heisfinebutheisintheincubator,he

weighed2.2kg...don'tworry,hewillbefinevery

soon...

Shelaterbroughtthepaperworkandbegunher

records...

Midwife:(fillinginthefirstcard)What'sthe

nameofthethefirsttriplet?

Me:AtsileThapelo

Midwife:Heweighed2.6kg...it'sagoodweight

concideringthesituation(filledthesecondcard)

thegirl'sname?

Me:MasegoThapelo



Midwife:Sheweighed2.5kg(pulledthelast

card)Andthelastborn?

Me:AmeThapelo

Midwife:AtsileMasegoAme...Wow

Me:(smiled)Myblessingsarehere...Icouldn't

askforanythingmorethanthis.

Midwife:(smiled)Congratulations..

Mymotherwalkedinholdingthebaby'sbagand

putitonthetablestaringatmeemotionally....

Mama:I'mveryproudofyou...

Me:Thanks

Mama:Amewillbefine,I'llprayforhim

Me:(smiled)Iprayedforhim.........

Mama:IhavetotakePrincesstoher

grandmother's,I'llbeback...



Me:Okay

AtBakang'shouse...

Laterthatafternoonhesatontheedgeofthe

bedasWendywaslyingonthebedtakingout

anointmentfromherbag....

Wendy:Canyourubthisonme?

Bakang:Youdidn'thavetogetthecar,it'snot

likeyouneedit.

Wendy:It'sourcarandwhenwereyougoingto

tellmeaboutit?

Bakang:Itwasn'tmine,itwasagiftandIforgot

tochangethenamesonceshehadit.

Wendy:Toobadthen

Bakang:Wehavetogiveitback



Wendy:What'syoursishalfmine,ifyouwantto

giveheryourhalfthenlet'ssellitandsplitthe

money.Whatamisaying?Noway,you'renot

supportingyourexwithourmoney.Weare

expectingourbaby

Bakang:(walkedoutofthebedroom)Whenare

youvisitingyourmother?I'msuffocating,ineed

togooutandcutloose.

Wendy:CutlooseBakang?Yougetmepregnant

andcutloose?Whatagoodfatheryou're.

HeopenedthefridgeandpulledJackDaniel's

thenhewalkedoutsidetakingasip,shewalked

behindhimashewassittingonthestoopand

leanedoverkissinghimthenshegothisbottle

andslowlyspilleditontheground....

Bakang:Doyouknowhowmuchthatcost?



Wendy:I'mnotmarriedtoanalcoholic...(kissed

hisneck)...Iloveyou...

Sheslidherhandinhispantsasherelaxed

thenheunzippedhisjeansforher....

Atthehospital.....

TueloandMaduowaitedbythewaitingroom

forquitesometime...

Tuelo:(sighed)BabeChelseaisplayingin30

minutes,ithoughtyousaiditwon'ttakelong.

Maduo:Just10moreminutes

Tuelo:(gaveherthecarkeys)Nnaketsaataxi

mothowamodimo,ican'tmissthisgame.

Maduo:I'llmakeituptoyou...



Tuelo:(putherhandonhisboner)Ican'twait...

Maduo:(laughed)Stop,weareatthehospital...

Hekissedherandrushedout..

Meanwhileislowlywalkedoutofthewardand

approachedherasshelaughedandclapped

handsforme....

Maduo:Mannana...Mannana......Monyanao

tshotsegore,kooreyouhavethreechildrenat

yourage?

Me:Andwhenyou're35makingbottlesI'llbe

asleepwhilemychildrenaremakingme

breakfast,continuemakingfunofme

Maduo:Iwanttoseethebabies

Me:Ame,thelastbornisintheincubatorand



wewon'tleavethehospitaluntilheisfine.

Maduo:Shems

Me:Butheisdoingfine.

Maduo:Congratulations,oheditsemma.Istill

don'tababybankanebamebaantshia

AtTuelo'shouse....

Hewalkedintothehouseandjoinedhistwo

brothersonthecouch,theyshoulderbumped

andfistbumped...Theyboughtabigbucketof

KFCandthreebottlesof2ldrinks...

Tuelo:Laajathebannabucket?golokoPolice

collegegoajewahee?

Youngestbrother:(laughed)Raphaelbought

this...



Raphael:(laughed)Dudeyourhouseissoclean

Tuelo:(laughed)Maduoisaneatfreak,she

scoldsmeforstainingthetoiletwithpee,I

alwayshavetoaimrightorwipetheseat

Raphael:(laughed)Butilikeher,sheisdoing

good....Herfaceisfamiliar

Youngestbrother:(laughed)skaipatelangwana

rra

Tuelo:(laughed)Oatsenwayo

Raphael:(laughed)I'mtellingyouisawher

somewhere...

Maduoopenedthedoorandwalkedin,assoon

asshelaideyesonthetwobrothersshefroze,

sherememberedeverythingdowntothelast

detail....shewasfacetofacewithher

perpetrators...herheartpoundedsomuchshe

thoughtitwouldfalloutasTuelowalkedover...



Tuelo:(smiledandheldherwaist)Babe,thisis

mylittlebrotherRaphaelandouryoungest

brotherShawn...GuysthisismywifeMaduo,i

don'tknowwhichoneofyouwillbethebest

manbutI'mbringingherintothefamily.Itold

unclethisafewdaysago...

Shaun:(smiledwithoutrecognisingher)Hi,nice

tofinallyseeyouinperson,ihaveseenyour

picturesonhisaccount.Ihaveneverseenhim

soexcitedaboutlovebefore....

Raphael:(smiledatherfamiliarfacebutnot

surefromwhere)Hi,wehaveheardsomuch

aboutyou...

Sheswallowedstaringatthem....(9t).

Co-wife
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AtTuelo'shouse...

Maduo:(fakedasmile)Helloguys,nicetomeet

you

Shawn:Sowefinallyhaveasisterinthefamily,

mrmakeitofficialalready

Tuelo:(laughed)I'mplanningto...

TheyallsatdownwatchingsoccerasTuelolaid

onthecouchputtinghisheadonherlap,she

caressedhisheadslowlyaseveryonestaredat

thescreen.

ShesecretlylookedatShawnrecognisinghis

distinctivesmallhands,theywerethecoldest

handsthatnightbecausehewasholdingacold

bottleofbeermostofthetime...



MeanwhileRaphaelstoleglimpsesofhisbig

brother'skill,henoticedshewasn'twearinga

braunderhertop,hecouldalmostseehertits

andtheywereadmirable...Therewas

somethingaboutherhecouldn'tpinpoint.....

Theirteamscoredandtheycelebratedtalking

loudlyasmostclosesiblingswould,Maduo

grabbedthechickenbucketandwenttothe

kitchenwhereshecleanedandmadetea...

Maduo:(walkedbackin)I'mmakingtea,is

thereanyonewhodoesn'twant?

Tuelo:Iwantitbabe

Shawn:Metoo,thanks

Raphael:(staringinhereyes)Metoo...



ShepreparedteaandhandedTuelohiswiththe

rightamountofingredients,Shawngotacup

fromthetableandputingredientsthenhesat

backandsipped,RaphaelwaitedasMaduosat

thenshelookedatthetableandnoticedhe

hadn'tgottenhis,shepushedthetableoverto

himandhandedhimthecupwhichhegot

rubbinghisfingersonhersstaringinhereyes,a

coldchillrandownherspineasshequickly

lookedatTuelobutheandShawnwere

watchingthegametalkingaboutthatbeautiful

goal.Sheignoredhimandcontinuedhavingher

tea.

Minuteslatershegotthecupsandwenttothe

kitchenastherefereeblewthewhistleending

thegame,Shawnfollowedherinthekitchen...

Shawn:kekopakitchenclothsothaticanhelp



wipethetable...(shehandedittohim)thanks

Hewalkedoutandcleanedthetablethenhe

threwtheclothinthesink....

Shawn:Letmedothedishes,youmadeustea

someonehastocleanup.

Maduo:Thanks

ShejoinedTueloonthecouchashekissedher

andplayedwithherfingerswatchingthe

highlights.Raphaelwasstillstaringather

makingheruncomfortable...

Maduo:I'msleepy,canyoutakemehome?

Tuelo:You'renotsleepingover?Don'tworry

aboutthesetwomonkeystheycanshareabed



intheotherroom.

Maduo:Wecangosleepatmyhouse

Tuelo:Okay

Raphaelwalkedtothekitchenandopenedthe

fridgeasShawnwasdoingthedishescleaning

thekitchen....

Raphael:Doyourememberthisgirl?

Shawn:No,whatdoyoumean?

Raphael:It'sthedrunkgirlwepickedbythe

roadat2amwearingaminiskirt...

Shawn:No,it'snother.Maduodoesn'tdrink,

shedoesn'tpartykanannaketholakebuwale

Tuelo,Maduoisnotapartygirl.

Raphael:I'mtellingyouit'sher,irememberher

tinybreastsandthatfacetoo



Shawn:justbecausesheisshortandskinny

likeher?

Raphael:Youwouldn'trecogniseherbecause

youwereflatoutdrunk,youpassedoutafter

thefirstround,lephakelawhenwedroppedher

offyouweren'tthereandyoudidn'tseeher

house.I'llgetTuelotoshowmeherhouse

somehow,I'mtellingyouit'sher,thisbitch

wantstoplayTuelo,

Shawn:(hisskincrawled)That'syourbrother's

girlfriendcanyouchillwiththatword?It'snot

her.Irememberhowthatgirlwasdressedand

thatshewasdrunktoobutMaduo?Really?

Maduodoesn'tdrink,Tueloompoleletsegore

thistimeobonyemosadiyooiketilengosayeng

maitisonggapeasanwe..

Raphael:I'mgoingtoaskheroneday

Shawn:Leaveheralone,doyouknowwhat

Tuelowilldotoyouifhefindsoutyouharassed



her?

Raphael:I'mhelpinghim,thisgirlisoneofthe

bartypesofgirls,shewasonherwayfrom

prostituting,wherewasshecomingfromwitha

miniskirtsmellingalcoholat2am?

Shawn:Okay,assumingit'sherandshedoesn't

rememberusthesamewayidon'tremember

her,isn'titbestweleaveitatthat?Imean

maybeafterthatstupidthingwedidshe

stoppeddrinkingandpartying.Lethermoveon,

ittookmemonthstogetoverthefactthatIlet

youguysinfluencemetoparticipateinoneof

yourgroupsexs,ittraumatisedmeespecially

herbeggingandthewayyouguyswererough

onhertoapointwhereshepassedout.Ifit's

herleaveheralone.

Raphael:Sheisn'tthegoodgirlshepresented

toTuelo,thesegirlsaretrickyrememberwhat

Nomsadidtohimuntilhelostweight...sheis

takingadvantageofhim.YouknowTuelo



alwaysgetsplayedbythesechickstoapoint

wherehegetssuicidal,heisstupidinlove.

Shawn:(sighed)Ireallywishyouhadn'ttoldme

this,irespecthersheismybigbrother's

girlfriend.That'sallsheistomeandI'dliketo

remainthatforever.

Raphael:Welltoobad,yousleptwithher,you

mighthavedoneitoncebutyoudid,you

participatedandejaculatedinhertoo,wealldid

soyou'renotinnocent.

Shawn:Ididn'tsleepwithher.(glancedatthe

door)seriouslystopit

Raphael:IfTuelogetsanothersideofthestory

hewilldefinitelykillyoutoogagonaiwasdrunk

andnnaididitonce,sameasifshereportsus...

WeareallgettingdismissedfromPolice

collegeandgoingstraighttojail,gagonabonna

judgekemojelega1,roundele1kerapele

yone.



Shawn:(swallowedhisheartpounding)Raph

whatdoyouwantkantemmegone?Obata

gorekereng?

Raphael:Wehavetotellhimbeforeshetells

him,youknowhowhewillreactifshetellshim

exactlywhathappened,bloodisthickerthan

water,wecan'tlethergetbetweenus.Thero

andhisbrotherwon'tlosethatmuchfromthese,

ronaweloseabrother,ourbigbrotherwhodid

alotforustobehere,wenakanagaoakanye.

Shawn:Justleaveheralone,maybeshedoesn't

rememberorshedecidedtoletitgo,ihonestly

don'trememberherbutifit'sherwetreatedher

reallybadandshedeservestobeleftalone,

don'tremindhe-

TuelowalkedinthekitchenandShawnkept

quietdoingthedishes...Tuelopicked

somethingawkwardintheirsilence...



Tuelo:What?

Shawn:(cleanedthesinkandhungthecloth)

I'mgoingtobed

Tuelo:(blockedhisway)No,what'sup?

Raphael:IknowMaduo

Shawn:Raphaelstopthis...

Tuelo:Howdoyouknowher?

Shawn:Raphaeldon'tdothis,you'renotsure.

Raphael:Lastyearonourwayfromtheclub

withTheroandhisbrother,wesawMaduoby

thesideoftheroad,shestoppedthecarand

ranover,shewasinaminiskirt,youcould

almostseeherbuttcheeksandherbellybutton,

shewassmellingalcoholtoo,shecouldbarely

talk...

Tuelo:Maduodoesn'tdrinkalcohol,shealso

doesn'tparty.Onnamolapenggaseene



Shawn:You'reprobablymistakingherforthat

girl

Raphael:Itwasher

Tuelo:Whathappenednext?

Raphael:WewenttoThero'shousewherewe

chilledbythesofa,theystartedtouchingher

andijoinedin,wehadsexwithher

Tuelo:LeweaShawn?

Shawn:Therotoldmetohavesexwithher,they

saidifididn'titwouldbeeasyformetotell

peoplebutifI'mpartofitiwouldn'tobviously

sendmyselftojail.

Tuelo:Soyousleptwithhertoo?

Shawn:I'mnotsureifit'sherornot,nnatota

neketagilweiwasdrunkasaskunk,ipassed

outonthecouchafterthat.Idon'tremember

herface.

Raphael:Itwasn'trapeTuelo,wepaidherafter



andwedroppedherhome,don'tyouthinkshe

wouldhavereportedus?

Tuelo:Maduowouldneverdothat,ithinksheis

avirginandihavestoppedpressurisingher

aboutsex.Shemightbeembarrassedtoadmit

sheisavirgin,peoplenowadaysthinkbeinga

virginisstupidity.

Shawn:(sighed)Iguessthatconcludesthis

then,it'sacaseofmistakenidentity.

Raphael:Doesshehaveascaronhertummy?

Kindoflikeabigscratch?(Tuelokeptquiet)I

sawthatscarwhenwewerehavingsex,sheis

notwhoyouthinksheis.Weallgavehermoney

afterthat,Shawnwassleeping,hefellasleep

aftersexingherbutwewentonandonthe

wholenightuntilinthemorning.

Tuelo:(swallowed)Thanksfortellingme...

Raphael:Sure..



Theyallwalkedoutofthekitchen,Shawn

pickedhissweaterfromthecouchand

remorsefullystaredather...

Shawn:Goodnight

Maduo:Goodnight

HefollowedRaphaeltotheirroomwherehe

closedthedoorandtookoffhist-shirt....

Shawn:Didyoureallypayherafter?

Raphael:Yes,wedid

Shawn:Whywouldsheacceptpaymentwhen

shewasresistingatfirst?

Raphael:Idon'tknowI'mnotaprostitute,idon't

knowhowtheydotheirbusiness.

Shawn:Itwouldn'thurttojustleaveitlikethat,



shelookedalittlewildbutshecertainlydidn't

behavelikeaprostitute,shewascryingand

chokingtheentiretime.

Raphael:That'swhatawomanissupposedto

gothroughinagangbang.

Shawn:Mxm.…

Hegotinbed....

MeanwhileTuelowalkedbackinthelivingroom

andsatnexttoher,shelookedathimand

pickednegativeenergy...

Maduo:Areyouokay?

Tuelo:Yeah,(stoodup)let'sgotoyourhouse...

Hegotthekeys,sheswitchedoffthelightsand



followedhimoutside......

AtMaduo'shouse....

Minuteslaterheparkedinfrontofherhouse

andleaningbackstaringather....

Tuelo:Haveyouevermetmybrothersbefore?

Herheartpoundedashestaredrightinher

eyes...

Maduo:Whyareyouasking?

Tuelo:DoyoudrinkalcoholMaduo?Iknowyou

don'tdrinknowbutbeforedidyou?Ormaybe

youdoitinmyabsence,whichoneisit?

Maduo:Istoppeddrinkingbeforeimetyou,why



areaskingmeallthese?

Tuelo:Soyousleptwithmybrothersformoney?

Maduo:(tearfully)Theyrapedme...

Tuelo:Really?Didtheybreakintoyourhouse?

Maduo:(crying)Iwaswalkingbythesideofthe

road,itwaslateyesandiwasn'tdressed

properlybuttheyhadnorighttorapemeall

night.

Tuelo:(shookhishead)IjustfeellikeIdon't

knowyouanymore,younevertoldmeyouwere

adrunkardbefore,younevertoldmeanything

aboutgoingtoclubsorthatyoudressedlikea

littletramp.(angrily)HowcomeI'monlyhearing

aboutthis?

Maduo:(crying)That'sapartofmylifeI'mnot

proudof,Iburiedmypastandmatured.I

stoppeddrinkingandpartying.

Tuelo:Sohowdoyouknowtheyrapedyouif



youweredrunk?

Maduo:Iwasn'ttoodrunk,IalsoknowShawn

didn'twanttodoitbuttheyforcedhimsaying

hewasgoingtoreport,askhim.Ifheisan

honestpersonhewilltellyouwhathappened.

Tuelo:RaphaelsaysShaunwasdrunkandhe

passedout.Maduobehonestwithme,ifyou

wereaprostitute-

Maduo:Aprostitute?Tuelowhatdoyouthinkof

me?

Tuelo:Ihonestlydon'tknowyouanymore,you

havetwopersonalitiesandyouhidtheother

fromme.Goinside,iwanttogogetsomesleep.

Maduo:Ithoughtwewillspendanightherr.

Tuelo:Idon'twantto,idon'tknowyouanymore.

Idon'tknowwhatwomenwantanymore,Ihave

beennothingbutsupportivetoyouandnow

you'rehidingthingsfromme,ifyouwere

prostituteIwouldn'thavehadaproblemwithit,



igrewupfromapoorbackground,iknow

thingswomengothroughtohavesomethingto

eatorbuyapackofpadsbutlyingtomeand

givingmeaholypictureofyourself?(sighed)

Justgetout...Idon'twanttosaysomethingi

shouldn't,justgetoutofmycar.

Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoor...

Tuelo:Getinside,iwanttogo.

Maduo:(tearfully)Isitover?

Tuelo:Ithinkit'sbestwestayawayfromeach

other,Clearlyidon'tknowyouanditoldyoui

don'tplaythesegames,you'renotseriousandi

feelbetrayedrightnow.Itoldyoueverything

aboutmylifeevenbeforeImetyoubutupto

nowyoumademebelieveyou'reagoodgirland

nowthatI'mthinkingaboutit,iremember

Bakangsayingsomethinglikehedidn'tlikeyou



becauseomosenyetsangwanyananowi

understandwhathemeant.Lotelaiwanttogo...

Shequietlygotinthehouseandlockedthedoor

thenhedroveout.............

Insidethehouse....

Maduosatonthecouchandcrieddialinghis

numberbuthedidn'tanswer.

Maduo:(crying)Pleasepickup...Ican'tloseyou.

Hedidn'tanswerthenshetypedhima

message....

Maduo:Tuelopleaseiwasn'taprostitute,I'm



guiltyofwearingshortthings,beingdrunkand

beingatthewrongplaceatthewrongtimebuti

didn'tgivethempermissiontodowhattheydid.

IfShawnisanhonestpersonhewilltellthe

truth,iknowhewasdrunkbutI'msurehe

rememberssomethingpleaseaskhim.I'm

sorryfornottellingyouaboutmypast.I'm

sorry..

Shesentthemessageandwaitedforareply,

almostanhourpassedbuttherewasnoreply

thenshetypedanothermessage.

Maduo:(typedcrying)Tueloiloveyouandyou

gavemesomethingineverhadbefore,you

lovedmeandI'minlovewithyou.Ican'tlose

you.Pleasereplyme.

Therewasnoresponseforalmost2hoursand



shetypedanothermessage.

Maduo:Ilovedyou,ihopeyoufindhappiness.

Shesmashedherphonedowncryinglooking

around,shesearchedherkitchenunitforarope

butshecouldn'tfindany.Shestoodinthe

middleofthekitchenlookingaroundthenshe

pulledoutthecookinggascylinderandturned

thebuttonlettingoutthegas,shelockedthe

kitchendoorandthrewthekeysoutthewindow

thenhegotthematchesfromthedrawersand

waitedforthegastofilltheroom.....

AtTuelo'shouse...

Itwasnowmidnight,hetossedandturnedfora

whilethenhesearchedforhisphoneunderthe



pillow.Itwasn'tthere,hegotupandwalkedto

thelivingroomwherehefoundalotofmissed

callsandmessages,hereadthemessagesand

repliedher

Tuelo:(walkingtothebedroom)Hey,neke

togetsephoneinthelivingroomkgantelegare

tswa.whenIgotbackijustwentstraightto

bed,thiswholethingisstressingme,idon't

understandwhyyouarenothonestwithme.

Canicomeover?

Shedidn'trespondthenhedialedhernumber,it

wasn'tavailable.hegothiscarkeysanddrove

out..

Minuteslaterhedrovethroughthegateanda

bigexplosionlithiswayasheflinched,he

quicklysteppedoutofthecarandrantowards



thefireasneighboursranoverwithbucketsof

water...…

Tuelo:(screamed)Maduo?!

Theneighbourssuspiciouslylookedathimas

somecalledthepoliceandthefire

department...........

Alwaysremembertolikeanddropacomment.

Muchlove
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AtMaduo'shouse....

Thefiredepartmentputoutthefire,Tuelo



squattedputtinghishandstogetheranxiously

lookingatthemastheywalkedoutofthehouse

carryingherbodyonstretcher,hequickly

walkedoverandmovedthemovedthesheet,

theotherparamedicpushedhimoff.....

Paramedic:Morenaboelakomoragore

theogetsegoloha...

Tuelo:Isshebreathing?

Hefrozeindisbeliefasherbodywasputinthe

backoftheambulance,theyclosedthedoors

anddroveoff.Twoofficerscompleted

questioningneighboursandwalkedtoTueloas

hetookouthisphoneshaking....

Officer:Hi,canitalktoyou?Areyouthevictim's

boyfriend?



Tuelo:(hungup)Yes

Officer:You'rethefirstpersontobefoundhere,

whathappened?

Tuelo:Ijustpulledoverandtherewasabig

explosion,shewasn'tansweringherphone.

Officer:Didyouhaveafight?

Tuelo:Yesbutnotlikethat,shethoughtibroke

upwithher,wehadamisunderstanding

Officer:Tellmeaboutit...

Tuelo:Wellmybrothers...(sighed)mybrothers

accusedherofsomethingshedidn'tdoandshe

thoughtiwasangrywithher,wellitsoundslike

shethoughtidumpedherbutididn't,ijustwent

tobedbecauseiwasalsostressedwhenigot

upidroveoverhere...(hesquattedagainashis

heartpoundedindisbelief)Ican'tbelievethis

justhappened...Thishastobeadream...

Officer:Let'sgotothestationandtalkmore



aboutthisargumentyouhadwithyourgirlfriend

beforeyouwerefoundidlingaroundahousein

flamesnoteventryingtoputoutthefire.

Tuelo:Areyousuggestingthatiburnedthe

house?

Officer:Didyou?

Tuelo:Ofcoursenot,iloveher

Officer:Isn'tlovethecauseofpassionkillings?

Tuelo:Whyareyouaccusingme?

Officer:Iamaskingyouaquestion,let'sgoover

tothecarandtalkmoreaboutthis....

Hegotinthecartextinghisbrothersand

friendsasthepolicedroveoff......

AtLetsholathebehospital.....



Earlythatmorningiwalkedtowardstheward

afterfeedingAme,twonurseswalkedbehind

mechatting...

Nurse:Idon'tknowbutapparentlytheguy

burnedherinthehouse,theneighboursfound

himthereandhepretendedtobehelping.

Nurse2:Menareunbelievablewaitse,ibetshe

wantedtobreakthingsoff

Nurse:Buttoburnherinsidethehouseisjust

toomuch

Nurse2:Isshealive?

Nurse:Idon'tknowbutiheardtheguyisunder

arrest...

Me:(turnedaround)Isthisastorythat

happenedinMaun?

Nurse:Yes,it'stheothergirlwhoworkedfor

DiamondLuxuries,Maduosheisverytalkative



andfriendlywiththecustomersifyouhaveever

beentothatplace

Me:Maduowasburned?Bywho?

Nurse:Gatwetheguyisherboyfriend...Idon't

know....

Theypassedourward,iwalkedinandsaton

thebedtryingMaduo'snumberbutshedidn't

answerTueloalsodidn'tanswer.

AtDudu'smothers...

Kgosi'scarparked,heandDorcassteppedout

holdingplastics,Dudu'smothergavethem

chairsandtheysatdown...Shehanded

PrincessovertoDorcaswhosmiledholding

her....



Dorcas:Hellobeautiful...Howareyou?

Kgosi:Iapologisefortakingsolongtovisit

Dudu'smother:Ithoughtyoualsoabandoned

hersinceyoursonsaysit'snothischild.

Kgosi:Don'tevenlistentothatlunatic

Dorcas:TotaDuduwassupposedtotellus

Bakangwasn'tsupportinghischildsothatwe

cancomeupwithabettersolution.Idon'tlike

howshelooksnow,shelostalotofweight

Kgosi:Atleastnowweknowthereisneedfor

ustosupporther,iwillpersonallydeposit

moneyforheronmonthlybasis.Bakango

ipolaile,hisinheritancewillsupporthischildren.

Dudu'smother:Thatsoundsfinetoo,we

understandheusamarriedmanbuthemust

supporthischild.

Kgosi:I'llsupportPrincess,Bakanghakekabaa

mogoenegaanagosapotangwana.His



daughterhasbeensufferingallthistimewhile

hewasenjoyinghimselfoutthere...iwasgoing

togivehimhishousebutitwillsupporthis

children,I'mputtingatenantinthere

Dorcas:Gapemothokeyoogaatsholewa

tshela,I'myettobelievethetripletsstorywhenI

seethosechildren.Maybethismessagefrom

thismysteriousnumberisagame

Kgosi:Idon'tbelieveit'sagame,ioncesawher

pregnant

Dudu'smother:Yesit'sBakang'sbabies,iheard

sheandDudutalkingaboutit,theysaid

somethinglikehetoldhertoabortandshe

didn't

Kgosi:Soit'strue,they'rehis?

Dudu'smother:WellI'mnotsure

Dorcas:They'rehis,(checkedhertime)Andwe

reallyneedtoleaveforthehospitalbeforeit's

timeup...



AtBakang'shouse.....

Themaidknockedontheirbedroom,he

respondedandshewalkedin...

Maid:Thebreakfasthaslongbeenready...

Shouldicoveritup?

Bakang:Umyeah,I'lleatatmymother'shouse,

maybeWendywilleatwhenshegetsup...

HereadTuelo'smessageandquicklyputonhis

shirt....

Bakang:Wendy?Wendy?I'mgoingtothepolice

station,Tuelohasbeenarrested.

Wendy:(sleepy)Wehaveadoctor's



appointmenttoday

Bakang:Justgoalone

Wendy:Alone?

Bakang:(walkingout)YesaloneWendy,you

won'tdieifyoudon'twalkaroundholdingmy

pinkie.

Wendy:(satup)Isthatmeyouweretalkingto?

Bakang:Andtellyourmaidnottoservemeher

food,shecooksshit.Youbetterlearnhowto

cookanddootherthingsaroundthehouse,i

didn'tmarrythemaid...

Heslammedthedoorandwalkedout...

Atthehospital......

Laterthatmorningiwassittingonthebed



searchingforoneofMaduo'scousinsonmy

contactlistsoicouldconfirmwhatiheard...

Nurse:(stoodatthedoor)Um....Naledi?You

haveavisitorinthewaitingroom

Me:Thankyou...

Islowlygotoffthebedandapproachedthe

waitingroom,KgosiandDorcasweresitting

thereholdinganewbabybag..

Me:(standing)Hello?

Kgosi:Hellomydaughter

Dorcas:Hellohowareyou?

Me:I'mfine

Kgosi:Aren'tyousitting?Wewouldliketotalk

toyou



Me:Idon'thaveenoughtime,talkaboutwhat?

Kgosi:Weknowaboutthechildren,I'dliketo

seethemandhelpsupportthem.Iunderstand-

Me:Withallduerespectkgosimychildrenare

notBakang'schildren,idon'tknowwhokeeps

tellingpeoplethatheisthefatherbutheisn't.I

haven'tevenwrittenhisnameontheirbirth

certificatesbecausethey'renothischildren.I

don'tneedyourhelpormoney,icansupportmy

childrenthesamewayIsupportedmy

pregnancyalone.

Kgosi:IfthesechildrenareBakang'schildren

andyou'reintentionallykeepingthemaway

fromtheirrightfulplaceyou'llnotlikethe

outcomeofyouractions.

Me:(staringathim)Ihaveheardsomany

storiesaboutroyalpeopleandIdon'tcarewhat

you'recapableof,thesearemychildren.Idon't

havechildrenwithBakang,stayawayfromme



orI'lltakeallthenecessaryactionstoinsure

youunderstandhowseriousiamaboutthis.

Stayawayfrommeandmychildren,Idon't

thinkmyboyfriendthefatherofthesechildren

willlikehearingaboutthesefunnythreats.

Iturnedaroundandwalkedaway.Myphone

rangasiwalkedintheward.

Me:Hello?

Reneilwe:(crying)Maduoisdead,GatweTuelo

omotshubetsemontunglastnight..................

(9t)
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Atthehospital.....



Me:Whatdoyoumean?Calmdown...

Reneilwe:I'mattheirhome,they'reraking

preparingforatent...

Me:(swallowed)StoplyingRenei,don'tjokelike

that..

Reneilwe:HoldforAbi,hebroughtmehereas

soonasIheard.

Abaleng:Hello?

Me:Isittrue?

Abaleng:(sadly)Yes,herfamilyiscreating

spaceforabrowntentandhermotherjust

arrivedfromthecattlepost...Leleiknowhow

muchthishurts

Me:Abipleasestopplayinglikethis,whyare

youtwoplayingthiskindofagame?Ihope

Maduodidn'tputyouuptothis,iknowshelikes

playinggameslikethis(hekeptquietandhis



silencebeguntocreepme)Abi?

Abaleng:I'msorry

Me:Idon'tbelieveyou....

Ihungupandlaiddownlookingatmychildren,i

didn'tfeelshewasdead...EvenasReneicriedi

couldn'tfeelanything.IknewIwouldsomething

ifaclosefriendofminehaddiedsosudden.

Insideinterrogationroomnumber2....

Tuelostoodupandwalkedaroundthedark

roomstretchinghislegsashisstomach

rumbled,hehadbeensittinginthedarkroom

sinceanightbeforebuthewasn'tworriedabout

himself,hejustwantedtogotothehospital,the

detectivewalkedinholdinghisnotebookand

satdown,Tuelosatdownandsighed



exhaustedly.

Tuelo:Whenareyoulettingmeout?Ihavetobe

atwork,I'mexhaustedandI'mhungry...Iwant

tocheckonMaduoatthehospital

Detective:Maduoisdead....Monnawee?You

needtobeserious...Rethwaahetsegoloha

Tuelo:Itoldyouididn'tdoanythingtoher,as

soonasidrovethroughthegatethehouse

wentoutinflames.Ialreadygaveyoumyphone

soyoucanseeourconversation,sheprobably

didthisbecauseshethoughtIbrokeupwithher

Detective:Listenmaniunderstandifyoukilled

her...kemonnalennadilotsekeadi

thaloganya...Youinvestedyourfeelingsintothis

girl,yougaveheryourheartandmoneyonlyto

findoutsheplayedyou.Shedidn'tloveyouand

shewasjustafteryourmoney,sheevenslept

withyourbrothersformoneysoofcourseyou



feltbetrayedandbelittled.Youwereangry....

youburnedherandthenrepliedhermessages

tomakeyourselflookinnocent.Ifyouwere

homehowcomeyoudidn'treplyheruntilearly

inthemorning5minutesbeforethefire?

Tuelo:IwentstraightbedwhenIcameback...

Detective:Didyourbrothershearyoucome

back?

Tuelo:Idon'tknow...Thehousewassilent,they

weresleeping....

Detective:KanaI'mgoingtokeepyouhereuntil

ourinvestigationisdone,you'regoingtohelpus

investigatethisthinguntilit'sdoneotherwise

you'llbegoingtojailthisafternoon.

Tuelo:(sighed)CanitalktoMaduo?Ijustwant

tomakesuresheisfine..

Detective:Didn'tyouseetheamountoffire

comingoutofthathouse?Starttalking...



Tuelo:Idon'tknowwhatyouwantfromme,i

toldyoueverythingineedtoknow.IfI'munder

arrestatleastletmeknowwhatihavebeen

arrestedfor.

Detective:You'reasuspectandwearestill

conductingourinvestigation...

InsideInterrogationroom4...

MeanwhileRaphaelfoldedhisarmsandleaned

backstaringatthedetective....

Detective:Howmuchdidyoupayher?

Raphael:WeeachgaveherP100,mylittle

brotherwassleepingsoigaveherP200

thankingheronhisbehalf,wedidn'tpaywe

werethankingher.

Detective:WesentthepolicetocollectThero



andhisbrother,willtheirstoryofpaidsex

matchyours?BecauseMaduo'smessagessay

yourapedher,itdoesn'tmatterifsheisdead,if

yourapedheryou'llbeprosecuted.

Raphael:Wethankedherforhertime,ifshe

didn'tenjoyitshewouldhavereportedus.Ifwe

rapedhershehadplentyoftimetoreport.We

weren'teveninMaunthenextday,whatwas

sheafraidof?

Detective:Andevenifyoudidn'trapeher

prostitutionisillegalinBotswanawaaitse

Raphael?

Raphael:Therewasnoprostitutiondetective,i

keeptellingyouthatwethankedherforher

time,wedidn'tpayherinfantitwasreallyfora

taxi.Thereisabigdifferencebetweenthose

words.Ifgivingawomanmoneybecauseyou

appreciatehermeansprostitutiontheneven

wivesareprostitutes,theirhusbandsdotheir

hairandbuythemgifts,wouldyouarrestthem



detective?

Detective:WhatareyoustudyingatBotswana

Policecollege?

Raphael:(smiled)Why?

Detective:Youseemtothinkyou'reverysmart,

youhadtimetothinkaboutthiscasefrom1to

100.

Raphael:I'mjusttellingyouthetruth...That's

all...Ifirapedheryou'dhavetoproveididandif

youwanttopintheprostitutiononmestillyou'll

havetoproveiboughtsexofwhichIdidn't.

Justbecauseshegotcaughtlyingdoesn't

meanI'mlying,sheistheonewholiedtoher

boyfriend,itoldmybrotherthetruth.

Detective:Hemusthavebeenreally

disappointed,hewantedtomarryherwhich

meanshereallylovedher

Raphael:Hewasobviouslydisappointed



Detective:Enoughtokillherinafitofrage?

Raphael:Mybrotherisnotakiller...

Insideinterrogationroom5.…

Shawnrubbedhisheadfrustratedlyandlooked

atthedetective....

Shawn:(swallowed)Sosheisdead?

Detective:(softly)Yes,thedoctorcertifiedher

deadearlythismorning,...(pushedTuelo's

phone)Readthismessage...(hereadMaduo's

message)Thosewereherlastwords,"ifShawn

isanhonestpersonhewilltellyouthestory,"

youwereherlasthope.Ifthisyoungwoman

wasrapedandhumiliatedtoanextentofbeing

calledaprostitute,ifalltheseisfalsewillyou

livewithitShawn?



Shawn:(tearfully)Idon'tknowiftheypaidher,i

fellasleepandidon'tremembermuch

Detective:Didshesaynowhenyouallhadsex

withjer?

Shawn:(rubbedhistearyeyes)Idon't

remember,Shewastearful.

Detective:Didshesayno?

Shawn:Wedidn'trapeherbutsheisnota

prostitute,whereisTuelo?

Detective:Tuelowillbeinpolicecustodyuntil

wearedonewiththeinvestigation,youtoo

mightbekeptinjailuntilyoustarttalking,you're

acopyouknowhowitgoes?Beinginapolice

collegemustgiveyouanideaofwhatthelawia

allaboutandimustsayI'mverydisappointed

thatpolicecollegeundergraduatesareinvolved

insuchahideoussituation.

Shawn:(puthisheadonthetable)Itoldyou

everythingiknow



Detective:SohowangrywasTuelowhenhe

foundoutyoutwoandhisgirlfriendhadsex?

Shawn:Hewasdisappointed,hewasn'tangry.

Detective:Andheleftwithher...Didhecome

backafterdroppingoffMaduo?

Shawn:Ididn'thearhimcomeback,ionlyheard

themleaving

Detective:sohenevercamebacktothehouse

afterleavingwithMaduo?Shawn:Idon'tknow...

Detective:Yourbrotherisgoingtojailand

you'regoingwithhimifyou'renotserious...

(loudly)Tueloleftwiththisgirl,hadan

argumentwithheratherhouseaboutyoutwo

andendedupburningherinside.Isn'tit?

Shawn:Idon'tknow

Detective:BotswanaPoliceoffersprotectionto

anyonewhohelpsinthesolvingofacrime,if

youhelpus.You'resafe...Didheburnherinside?



(hekeptquiet)Didhe?

Shawn:No

Detective:DoyouthinkRaphaelwillrejectthis

offer?It'sjustoneofferbutthereistwoofyou,

asforTueloreheditsekaenewagolalako

prisons,that'shisnewhomeuntilthiscaseis

solvedanditmighttakequitealongtime.

Shawn:Tuelodidn'tkillher...

Detective:(stoodup)Alright...

HewalkedoutasShawn'sheartpounded

swimminginalittledilemma....

Atthepolicestation....

Bakangsteppedoutofthecarandwalked

insidethestationasTrevorranup.him...



Trevor:Hey

Bakang:Heysap,whathappened?

Trevor:Justgotthemessageandrushedover

there...

Theyapproachedthedeskandspokebrieflyto

theofficerwhodirectedthemtotheotherroom.

Adetectivewalkedoverandshookhandswith

them....

Bakang:what'sgoingon?

Detective:Thereisnothingwearewillingto

sharewithyouatthepoint,wearestilldoing

ourinvestigations.Tueloorethusamo

dithothomisong.

Bakang:Whatabouthisbrothers?Whenare

theygettingreleased?



Detective:Maybethisafternoon,I'mnotsure.

Wearestilldoingourinvestigations.

Bakang:(tookouthisphone)Mayihaveyour

numberandkeepenquiringaboutthecase,iam

BakangTawanabytheway...

Detective:Idon'tgivemypersonalnumberto

clients,calltheofficeifyouhaveanyqueries

andpleaseMrTawanaihopethisisn'tgoingto

thedirectionithinkyouwanttotake.Irespect

yoursurnamebutnooneisabovethelawat

leastonme.

Bakang:Clear

Detective:Thankyou...

Hewalkedaway.......

AtMaAbaleng'shouse....



Shehunghercarpetonthelineandbrushedit

makingthewoolssmoother,acardroveinand

amansteppedout,shelookedattheneat

formallydressedmanasheapproached....

Man:Dumelang

Her:(shookhands)Dumelang

Man:MynameisPeter,iamkgosi'smessenger

andihavebeensenttosummonyouand

perhapsyourfamilytotheroyalhouse.Kgosi

wouldliketotalktoyouaboutyourdaughter's

behaviourtowardshim.

Her:Whatbehaviour?Idon'tunderstand

Man:Shemisbehavedinfrontofthechiefand

hedidn'tlikethatall,hewouldliketoseeyou

concerningthat.

Her:Whenwasthis?

Man:Atthehospital,thismorning



Her:Thechiefwenttoseemydaughteratthe

hospital?Why?

Man:Ma'amI'mjustamessenger,pleasebeat

theRoyalhouseat3pm.

Her:ErraI'llbethere

Man:Thankyou

Hegotintheroyalcaranddroveoff,MaAbi

tookoutherphoneandsatonthestoopdialing

herbrother....

Him:Hello?

Her:Hi,wehaveasituationhere

Him:Ee?

Her:Likeitoldyouthatthechief'ssonhad

orderedNaleditoabortthepregnancy,she

somehowbeggedthedoctorandmanagedto



keepthepregnancy,shedeliveredtripletsand

nowihearkgosiwentthere...

Him:Uhukgosiatthehospital?

Her:Lennakemaketse

Him:Wedidn'tcallthemforthepregnancy,

whatwashedoingthereinthefirstplace?

Her:Evenifwehadcalledthem,itisstillnoway

ofdoingthings.Wedon'tdothat,howcanhe

gotothehospitaltoseethenewbornska

setswanahelasaronahewassupposedtowait

beforejustpoppingup.Keraagoreabokgosi

baredirelasentenkgonne?Balatilengwanake

ibilebamoraetsegoreabeaheleleaba

thoketsemaitseogompienojaanagatwerea

batiwaka3pm.

Him:Why?

Her:Ihaven'taskedNalediwhatexactlyshe

saidbutthemessengersaidthechiefwasn't

happywithNaledi'sbehaviourtowardshim.



What'stheworstthatcanhappentoNaledifor

disrespectingthechief?

Him:Shecanbewhipped

Her:Womengetwhipped?Ithoughtthatwas

onlyforyoungmen?

Him:Shecanbewhipped,youknowifyour

daughterisgivingyouhardtimeyoucanreport

tothechiefandhewillorderforhertobe

whippedinsteadofdoingjailtime.Ithappens,

younggirlswhoinsultadultsgetawhippingjust

likeyoungmen,it'sjustthatmostwomennever

insultadultsthat'swhyitrarelyhappens.You

shouldtalktoNalediandhearwhatexactlyshe

said,I'llthinkofagoodapology,I'llbegonher

behalfbutshemustnevertalkbackatthechief,

orevenBakangbecausehecanstillmakesure

shegetspunishment.

Her:Aobathongwanakeotaakgonagolopela

leBakanghelawaBakang?



Him:Eeakereshechosetohavechildrenwith

theroyals,ifshemakesthemherenemiesthey

canmakeherlifealivinghellespeciallythe

chiefhimself.Shebetterbeonherbehaviour

everytimeshetalkstothem,haobuwalekgosi

gaophantshehelaekareokomantwaneng,

bonebarehaithelaresogoradiataabereitira?

Bathobabogosibaatotiwa.Notmanypeople

knowhowinfluentialtheycanbeonyourlife

untilithappens.

Her:Thesepeoplecannotjustshowupbecause

theyheardwehaveboys,iamasangryas

Naledi.

Him:Butwecan'tshyawayfromthefactthat

it'stheirchildren,theyaregoingtomakesure

theyusetheTawanasurnameaseveryonein

theroyalfamily,ifsheknewbettershewould

havejustdonetheabortionandcuttieswiththe

royals,thesepeoplearestubbornandtake

otherpeoplelightly.Ifthisboydoesn'twanthis



childrenhisparentscanstillmakeyourlives

difficultsimplybecausetheywantthechildren

themselves.

Her:I'llgoandaskthemagistrateifthat'sokay

becauseBakangdidn'twantthesechildren,we

didn'tevenputhiminbirthcertificates.

Him:That'sillegaltoo,Naledibrokethelawand

shecangotojailjustforfailingtoputdown

BakangTawanaasthefatherofthosechildren,

don'tgotherebecauseyou'regoingtoget

yourselfintrouble.I'llcallNalediandtalktoher,

idon'twantherattheroyalhouseokatogaare

dubeladilo,I'llletthemknowshejustdelivered

andapologiseonherbehalf.

Her:Okay..Bye

Him:Bye

AtKgosi'shouse.....



TheTawanamenandwomenweresitting

underthebluecarshadehavingteawith

sconesasthenewmaidservedthemand

walkedaway,Bakangdrovethroughthesliding

gateandparkednexttotheircars.

Bakang:(mutteredlookingatthelargefamily)

shit!

Hesteppedoutandwalkedtowardstheelders,

hedidn'tknowhisfatherhadcalledthefamily

meetingnowheforgottenwhathewasgoingto

sayindefence.

Hegreetedthemallandsatonthechair....

Kgosi:Hologasetiloonnemopavementengha



omonnawasepe...

Hequietlygotdownandsatonthepavement

withhisheaddownashisunclesandaunties

glaredathim...

Kgosi:iamnotsayinganythingtothisboy,you

canalltalktohimbutihavenothingtosayto

himbecausewhatheisdoingisembarrassing.

I'msurepeoplearewonderingwhatkindofa

personiam.BuwangleMido,I'mnotsaying

anythingtohimkoorehaanaleWendybathola

bakanamemontungoipheditse.

Uncle:Whenlastdidyousendyourdaughter

money?

Bakang:Ihavebeenhavingfinancialdifficulties.

I'mbroke,ijustgotmarried

Kgosi:Youwentfora6monthshoneymoon



travellingaroundAfrica,whatdoyoumean

you'rebroke?

Uncle:WhataboutNaledi'striplets?Tellus

aboutthatandpleasebehonest,wearenot

heretojudgeyou,weareheretofixour

mistakesandfacethepublicwithan

appropriateresponse.(hekeptquiet)Mido?

Bakang:Itoldhertoabortitbecauseididn't

wanttohavechildrenallover,mywifewas

pregnantalready.Itookhertotheprivate

hospitalandhadherabortit.AsfarasIknow

theyarenotmine.

Kgosi:Areyousurethey'renotyours?

Bakang:Idon'tknow,I'mnotsureiftheyare

mine.Onlysheknows.

Kgosi:I'llpayforDNAtesting,it's3.5right?

Uncle:You'renotpayingforit,Midohastobe

accountableforhisactions,doesn'thewantto

knowifthey'rehisornot?Ifiknockedupa



womanandgaveherthreebabiesatonceI'd

definitelybeexcitedandwanttoknowifthey

aremineinhiscase,keengBakangasena

sepe?

Bakang:They'renotmine,iwasthereshedid

theabortionandweneverhadsexafterthat.

Uncle:Areyousureyou'renotjustsaying

becauseofWendy?

Kgosi:Pleasedon'tmentionthatwomanit's

enoughthatsheisusingmyname,don'tinvolve

herwhenI'mtalkingaboutmydescendents

Uncle:OsuregasebagagoMido?Haoitatole

banaakere?

Bakang:Kesure

Uncle:Ibelievehim

Kgosi:Neverbelieveamanthatthinksheisin

love,trustme.GaaratawaaitseBakanggore

kebagagwemmehelaasabategotsenya



mosadinyanayowagagwestress.

Bakang:PapacanwenotinvolveWendyinthis?

Thishasnothingtodowithherl.

Kgosi:Doyouknowhowmuchyouchanged

sincesheshowedup?Wedon'teventalk

anymore,sheclosesyouinthehouse24/7gare

goboneonnahelamolegwagenglagaMandy.

Bakang:(sighed)Mayigoifyou'realldonewith

me?

Kgosi:(boiling)Thisiswhyidon'twanttotalk

tohim,ifhecontinueswiththisattitudeI'llhurt

him

Bakang:(angrily)Kantegatwekereng?Whyle

omanyaWendy?

Kgosi:(angrily)Becauseyou'reacoward,you're

notaman....Whoisthewifebetweenyouand

Mandy?

Uncle:DoesMandyknowthatyouarenot



supportingyourdaughter?

Bakang:HernameisWendy,Papaifyoukeep

callingherthateveryonewillsoonbelieveit's

hername.

Uncle:Ehe,ee...Wendyoaitse?

Bakang:Thishasnothingtodowithher,why

areyoublamingherformyproblems?

Kgosi:Becauseahusband'sproblemisalsothe

wife'sproblem,you'reone....Yourdaughteris

herdaughter,howdoesshepayfora5star

hotelinSouthAfricaandfailtobuymilkfor

yourdaughter?Whatkindofawifedoesthat?

KooreboMidolenyalabontejwamosadigale

lebelelegoreammemothokemosadi?

Bakang:(stoodup)Gasennamonnawantha

gonyalakenyalelagoratamosadiesegoreke

madijejebabangwerenyalelagokgabakabone.

Icangetamaidtodowhatshecan'tdo,ithas

alwaysbeendonebeforeIdon'tunderstand



howthatissuddenlyanissuewhenigrewup

seeingthathappeningrightundermynose.

Hewalkedaway....

Kgosi:Bakang!?Kesantsekebuwalewena...

Bakang:(turnedback)OnkomanyetsaWendy

andI'mreadyforthat.Ithoughtlebuwaka

banabagaNalediandthey'renotmine,leene

DuduwaitsegorePrincessisnotmine.Idon't

getwhyyou'reforcingmetoacceptchildren

that'aren'tmine.Thechildihavekewaga

Mendy.

Hegotinhiscaranddroveout....

Uncle:Hesaysthechildrenaren'this,whyare

webotheringpeople?



Kgosi:(sighed)I'mthrowinginthetowel,lego

buwaMidoompuisaekaregakerragwe.He

saysthey'rehisthenfine,wewillsortoutour

issueswithNaledi'sparentsandgoour

separateways.Kelekile....

Atthehospital.....

Laterthatafternoonireceivedanumberfrom

Maduo'scousinanddialedit....

Maduo'smother:(lowvoice)Hello?

Me:Hello?It'sNaledi....(shestartedcryingandi

keptquiet)Hello?(tearfully)IsMaduookay?

Maduo'sauntie:(inthebackground)MaDo

buwalemangyoogoledisajaana?Baaphone

theoribame-



MyheartskippedandIhungup....

Nurse:Youhaveavisitor..

Islowlygotoffthebedandapproachedthe

waitingroom,Bakangwasfacingdownholding

hiscarkeys,helookedupatmeasislowlygot

inthenhestoodupandwalkeduptomyface...

Bakang:Nalediakerekegoboleletsegoregake

batengwana?

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Bakang:(angrily)Whyareyoutellingmyparents

thatigotyoupregnant?Ifyoudecidedtokeep

yourpregnancythenitwillbeyoursalone.Don't

goaroundtellingpeopleigotyoupregnant,i

didn'twantababywithyou,IhaveawifethatI

loveandrespect.Haobonannekereredire



abortionisbecauseiknewiwasn'treadyfora

classroomofchildren.Ihadasayinallthis,you

hadnorighttoforcemetobeafather.I'm

alreadytakingherofachildI'mnotsureismine,

asfarasIknowwedidtheabortionandnow

youwanttopinyourfatherlesschildrenonme

becauseyou'renotworking?

Me:(staringathim)Ididn'ttellanyonethatmy

childrenareyourchildren,tellyourparentsto

leavemealone.My.Unclejustcalledme

scoldingmefortalkingbackatyourfather

becauseheclaimedmytripletswereyours.

Bakang:Idon'twanttohavethisconversation

withyouagain,Ifyou'reboredhavemorebabies

andleavemealone.Idon'tliketherumoursi

keephearing,kerileodireabortionoganne,

youknewwhatyouweredoing,don'tinvolveme

orelseyou'llloseitall..

Me:(myskincrawled)Loseitall?Butisaidi

didn'tsayanythingtoanyone,anywayI'msorry



fordisrespectingyou.I'msorry,itwon'thappen

again.(staringathim)Canyouforgiveme?

Bakang:(staringatme)Juststayawayfromme,

I'mtryingtohavepeacewithmywife.

Me:Iunderstand,Sorry...Haveyoutalkedto

Tuelo?Maduois-

Bakang:(walkedaway)Goshapo....

Irubbedmyarmsstaringathimashewalked

awaythenirememberedMaduoandslowlysat

down.....

AWEEKLATER....

Co-wife
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AtMaunprison....



Tuelosatbehindthewallsunbasking,Maduo

wastobeburiedthenextmorningandhestill

couldn'tbelieveshewasgone,hecouldn'tfeel

herabsenceandhebelievedhisgirlwas

probablylyingonahospitalbedinacritical

condition....

Hepickedastickandfrustratedlywrote

Maduo'snameonthesand...anotherprisoner

walkedoverandblockedhissunstandingnext

tohim...

Him:Vatsy

Tuelo:(lookedupathim)Aita..

Him:Let'sgochilloverthere,alittleguylikeyou

shouldn'tbesittingalone...

Tuelo:(lookedupathimagain)Don'tcallme



littleguy...

Him:Whyareyougettingdefensive,doi

intimidateyou?

Tuelo:(stoodupandfacedhim)Doyouhavea

problemwithme?

Him:(lookingdownathim)No...(smiledand

touchedhishead)Icomeinpeace...Icome

withlove

Tuelo:(pushedhishead)Takeyourheadsoff

me

Him:Relax...

Tuelo:(staringathim)I'llcutyourballsinyour

sleep,don'ttryme.

Anotherprisonerwatchingthemfroma

distancewalkedover....



Him:Iseverythingalright?

Tuelo:Yeah...Wearefine,Scarfaceherewas

justleaving

Him:(staringatScarface)What'syourproblem

nemonna?Kantekeengonnakagotshwenya

babangwe?

Scarface:I'mjustmakingaconversationwith

him

Him:Heobviouslydoesn'tlikeit,go..Unless

youwanttohaveaproblem

withmenow

Scarface:(raisedhishandssurrendering)

Alright...Iwasjusttryingtobenice..(walked

backwards)allisgood

Him:(glaringathim)Tsamaya...

Scarface:Gakelwelewena

Him:Lennagakelwelewena,karetsama..



Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway....

Tuelo:(staringathim)I'mnotgay...

Him:Whosaidyou'regay?

Tuelo:I'mjustputtingitoutthereincaseyou

thinkI'llthankyouwithsomefunnyactions(sat

downandsighed)Ijustneedalittlepeace,i

havealotonmymind...

Him:(satnexttohimandsighed)What'sgoing

on?

Tuelo:(swallowed)Mygirlfriendcommitted

suicidelastweekandmybrothertoldmeshe

wasbeingburiedtomorrowmorning.Iwishi

couldbethereandseehermaybeIwould

believesheisactuallydead.Abigpartofme

doesn'tbelievesheisgone,shejustsnapped

andkilledherself....(swallowed)NowthatI



havehadtimetothinkaboutit,mybrothers

rapedher...Thefirsttimeigaveheraride,she

freakedoutmogomakatsangbutididn'tthink

muchofitandthenshetookforevertohave

sexwithme,iknewshelovedme.Ithad

nothingtodowithlove,shejustdidn'tknow

howtostarthavingsexafterwhatshewent

through,noneofmybrothersistellingmethe

truth.Theoneitrustkeepssayinghewas

asleepanddrunk...Ijustwanttoholdmygirl's

handandtellherI'msorryfornotbelievingher,

thatI'msorryforwalkingaway,fornotbelieving

herandfornotpickingthatshewaslivingwith

thepainofrapeallthistime....(tearfully)Ilove

her,shemakesmehappyandistronglybelieve

sheisinthehospital,ibelievesheisalive....we

haddreams,shecan'tjustleavebeforeimarry

herandhavechildrenwithher,wedidn'teven

haveourfirstrealfight.Wedidn'ttravel...Ineed

togetoutofthisplace,nnagakeitsegoreke

beetswenggoneha,iwanttogoholdherhand,



they'relying,sheisn'tdead.Theyjustwanted

metoconfessthinkingsheisdead.

Him:(lookedaroundandreducedhisvoice)You

canbethereifyouwant,sometimeswehaveto

makedifficultdecisions.

Tuelo:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:(lookedaroundandbowedhishead

loweringhisvoice)Wecanwalkoutofhere

tonightorearlyinthemorning...

Tuelo:I'mnotbreakingoutofprison,ididn't

evendoanything...

Him:Wellitwasasuggestion...Thetruthis

you'llneverstopseeingherinyourdreamsif

youdon'tseehercoffin.Iknowthatpain,it

nevergoesaway..Itstayswithinyou.(staringat

him)Losingawomanyouloveisverypainful,if

youthinkyou'reinpainyou'rewrong...Waituntil

timegoesbyandyourealisenowomancan

replaceher...



Tuelo:Whyareyouhere?

Him:Robbery,possessionofafirearmand

assaultingapoliceofficer...(shookhishand)

mynameisTumelo...IwasinherewithRodney

andMandla,theygotreleasedlastmonthfor

goodbehaviour.Itseemsiwon'tbereleased

anytimesoonbecauseiwastheringleader...I

needtogetoutandseesomeone,shethelight

ofmylifeandihaven'tseenher4years,iwant

totouchherandkissher,maybeexplaintoher

whyI'mhere...Maybeshewillunderstand...i

don'tknow,ican'tstaybehindthesewalls

anymore.

Tuelo:Theythinkiburnedmygirlfriendinthe

house...Thesepeople.

Tumelo:Soarewegettingoutornot?

Tuelo:Idon'tknowanythingaboutbreakingout

ofprison

Tumelo:I'llshowyou,ifyou'reafastlearnerwe



canbreakouttonight.Yourbodywillbean

advantage,it'sallweneedtogetout.Ihave

toolsihavebeenstealingfromtheworkshop.

Tuelo:Alright...

Atmymother'shouse.......

Mymothergavemeabowelofsoftporridge

andsatnexttomymattress....

Me:Idon'tfeellikeeating...

Mama:Naledifinishthatporridge...Youneedto

eat

Me:(tearfully)Ican't,...IwishIwasn'tin

stitchessothatIcouldgotoMaduo'sburial...I

wanttoseeherwithmyowneyesbutican't.I

don'tgetwhyshehadtodothiswhenijust

delivered.



Mama:Peoplewhocommitsuicideneversay

goodbyeandyoucannevertellwhooutofyour

lovedoneswillendupkillingthemselves.

Me:Maduowastoostrongtokillherself

Mama:YouthinkTuelodidittoo

Me:No,Wecan'ttrustpeoplebutTuelocan

neverdothat.Helovedhertoomuchandifeel

sorryforhimbeinginprisonforsomethinghe

didn'tdo,healsocan'tattendherburialsimply

becausetheythinkhekilledher...

AtTuelo'shouse.....

LaterthateveningShawnsatonthebeddialing

Bakang'snumber...

Bakang:Hello?



Shawn:Hi,can,wetalk?I'mcaughtupinabig

dilemma

Bakang:I'llcallyouback,mywifeisinlabour.

WhenI'mdonehereI'llcallyourebuwa

Shawn:Sure

Atthehospital.…

Bakanghungupthephoneandleanedover

kissingWendyasshefrownedgrunting...

Bakang:Isitpainful?

Wendy:(Breathingexercises)Yes....Oh

God...babecallthemidwife...Urrh!

Bakang:(rubbingherarm)Justbreath...

Herwaterbrokeandwetthesheets,Baking



pressedthealarmandheldherhandasshe

tookafewbreaths...Themidwifewalkedinand

putonhergloves....

Midwife:(smiled)Icanseehisheadalready..

Wow..Pushsweetheart...

WendyclosedhereyesholdingBakang'shand

tightlyandpushed,themidwifeliftedthelittle

girlandsmiledwipingherasshecried...

Midwife:(laughedwipingher)Andit'sagirl,

technologyfailsagain....

Wendy:(coveredherfacecrying)OhGod,I'ma

mother....

Midwife:(smiled)whatanicehairyougothere

younglady...Mm...Gotomommy....



Bakangquietlylookedatthebabyasthe

midwifewipedherandhandedherto

Wendy……….

Atmymother'shouse....

Meanwhilemymotherswitchedoffthelights

andlaiddownonhermattressjustnextto

mine....

Mama:You'llhavetosleepwithAmetonight,he

likescrying

Me:(smiled)Otshabatala......(thoughtfully)

Mamawhatamigoingtodo?IreallywishI

couldgotoMaduo'sfuneraltomorrow...

Mama:You'reinstitches...



Myphonerangandipicked..

Me:Hello?

Tuelo:(lowvoice)Naledi?Pleasehelpme...I

havebeeninjured,ican'ttellanyoneaboutthis.

I'mbleedingreallybad.

Me:(iknewitwasdarkbutilookedatmy

motherandswallowed)Whathappened?

Tuelo:I...I...Justbr-

Voice:Hello?Hi...Weareinthepark,heis

bleedingreallybad,canyouhelp.

Me:Whoareyou?

Voice:MynameisTumelo

Me:Howmanyofyou-(lookedatmymother)

Youknow

Tumelo:Justthetwoofus

Me:(lookedatmymother)I'llsendyoua



message,bye.

Ihungupandtypedalengthymessagetheni

deleteditandlaiddown.............(9t)

Alwaysremembertolike,muchlove.

Co-wife
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AtTuelo'shouse....

Itwasalmostmidnightanddarkasacave,

Trevor'scarparkedinfrontofTuelo'shouse

thenTumelohelpedhimtothedoorasthey

followedTrevor....



Trevor:It'slocked...

Tuelo:(grinningholdinghisbleedingarm)My

brothermusthavehandedthekeystomy

mother..

Trevor:I'llgogetthem

Tumelo:Wecan'tleteveryoneknowwearehere

Trevor:Doyouhaveabettersolution?

Tumelo:Wehavetobreakin,icangetusin

Trevor:Whatareyouinjailfor?

Tumelo:Robberyandpossession

Trevor:Possession?Drugs?(lookedatTuelo)Is

thisthelifeyouwant?Drugs?

Tumelo:Possessionofanunregistered

firearm....WTF!

Trevor:What'sthedifference?It'sthesame

thing...



Tumelo:Well...It'snot...

Trevor:(toTuelo)Whydidyoubreakout?You're

notguilty,soonorlatertheywillknowand

releaseyoubutnowyou'remakingmatters

worse,kanakospanengbadumelagoreyou're

innocentbecausetheyknowavictim'spartner

isalwaysthefirstsuspectbutnowyou're

playingMichelScorefieldwithcriminals?You'll

looseyourjobkanaTuelo?

Tuelo:IjustwantedtoattendMaduo'sfuneral,i

don'tthinktheyaretellingthetruth.

Trevor:Therewon'tbebodyviewing,shewas

burnedremember?Therewasnouseof

breakingout...(lookedatTumelo)andnowyou

havearobberatyourdoorstep.

Tumelo:Dude,ican'trobyouorhim...Thereis

nothinghereformetorob.Idon'trobblack

people,you'realltoopoorforme.Istealthings

thatareworthgoingtojailfor....Idon'tpick



pockets....

Trevor:Great,justgreat....Itgetsbetter...heis

actuallymakingalivingoutofrobbingrich

people.

Tuelo:I'llbestayinghereuntilmorningthenI'll

seewheretogobeforethepolicestart

searchingforme...

Trevor:Whatabouthim?Wearenothavinga

robbe-

Tumelo:Ihaveplacestobe,youwon'tfindme

whenyougetback,andnexttimeifyouwantto

helpjusthelpwithoutcomplaining.Don'tjudge

everyprisoner,yourfriendisagoodexample...

Trevor:Nice,soyou'reinnocenttoo?Youdidn't

robanyone?

Tumelo:IactuallyorganisedtherobberyfromA

toZ,oneofmyguysmadeawrongdecision

andwegotcaught.IdeservetobeinjailandI'll

gladlydomytimebecauseit'sworthevery



minuteinjailbutmyfatherlyinstinctsarefailing

meandthat'swhyI'mbreakingout.

Trevor:Bulantuee....

Tumelo:Bringmethescrewdriver...

Trevorbroughtthescrewdriver,Tumeloput

Tuelo'sarmaroundTrevor'sneckandwalkedto

thedoor.....

Trevor:(whispered)Ican'tbelieveyoubroughta

thiefhere

Tuelo:(whisperedback)Heisactuallynotbad,

whenigotstuckonthefencehedidn'tleaveme

behindbuthewasalreadyout,insteadhecame

backandwastedanhourtryingtogetmeout

withouttearingmyflesh...

Trevor:AndhespeaksfluentEnglishforathief

Tuelo:Hehasbachelor'sdegreeinInformation



andTechnology.

Trevor:Whatdidhesteal?

Tuelo:Herefusedtotellme...

Tumelokickedthedoorandthrewthe

screwdriverinside,TrevorlaidTuelodownas

Tumelowalkedtothekitchenandcameback

withwater....

Tumelo:Bringmeatowel...Andanycleancloth

icanusetocoverhimup.

Trevorwalkedbackwiththetowelandafew

otherthings,hequietlywatchedashewashed

Tuelo'sinjuredarmandcoveredhimup

perfectly....



Trevor:Youdidfirstaidtoo?

Tumelo:(stoodupanddustedhishands)When

you'reinacertainfieldcertainskillsarevital...

(tookouthisjumpsuit)Canihavesomethingto

wear?Ineedtogoseemygirlbeforethepolice

gohome.

InWendy'sroom....

BakangquietlywatchedasWendydressedtheir

daughterwithasmile,shewaslightin

complexion...waytoolight.…

Bakang:Issheanalbino?

Wendy:(lookedathim)Really?Allbabieslook

likethis

Bakang:Princesswasn'tthislight,thislittlegirl

lookspale



Wendy:Thislittlegirlhasanameandwhyare

youusingPrincesstoexplainthis?

Bakang:BecauseDuduiswaylighterthanyou,

surelywecan'tmakeababylighterthan

Princess....seriously,shouldn'tweaskthenurse

aboutit?

Wendy:Bakangwhatareyoutryingtosay?

Bakang:Andherhairisjusttoostraight,

shouldn'titbecurlyorsomething?

Wendy:Areyoutryingtosaysheisnotyours?

Bakang:No,ofcoursenotbutshelookskinda

weirdandsheistoobig,whatkindofbaby

weighs4.8kgwhenshewasdeliveredbefore

herduedate?Mykidsarealwaysunderweight

somehow..

Wendy:Whichkids?

Bakang:(sighed)Nevermind...I'maguy,what

doIknowaboutbabiesanyway



Wendy:(laughed)Exactly...

Bakang:(kissedher)Iloveyou...

Wendy:Iloveyoutoo

Bakang:Ihavetogo,I'llseeyouinthemorning..

(hetouchedthebaby'sfatcheekandsmiled)

seeyoutomorrow...

Hewalkedoutoftheroom,Wendylookedatthe

babythoughtfullyandtookoutherphone,she

typed"howtodifferentiateblacknewborns

fromcolourednewborns"sheclickedon

picturesandlookedatherbaby'sfacethenshe

shruggedhershouldersandwenttobed.

InBakang'scar...

Hethoughtfullydrovethroughthenightthenhe

rememberedShawnanddialedhisnumber....



Shawn:Hello?

Bakang:Hey,ijustleftthehospital,whencan

wemeet?

Shawn:Nevermind,italkedtosomeone.I'mon

mywaytoschool,I'llbearrivinginthemorning.

Bakang:Kantelarengnebanna,lareMaduo

agreedandyoupaidher?

Shawn:Shedidn'tagree,shewascryingand

beggingthemtostop...

Bakangb(glancedatthescreenandpressed

record)Hee?Phoneyacutter

Shawn:Kareshedidn'tagree,shewascrying

andbeggingthemtostop,theyevenslapped

herwhenshetriedtofightbackthenshegave

in,therewasfourofus...iwasn'ttakingpartat

thestartthough,theyforcedmetohavesex

withheraftertakingturnsonher.Itriedto



refusebuttheythreatenedmecallingmea

snitchsoIjoinedthem.Ipassedoutafter

havingsexwithhersoidon'tknowaboutthe

payingpartbutRaphaelwayakabecausewe

wereallbroke,thecarwasmovingaroundonE

andwehadborrowedmoneyfromoneof

Thero'sfriendsforfuel.

Bakang:Sowhathappenedinthemorning?

Shawn:Idon'tknow,whenIgotuptheywereall

gone.

Bakang:Sowhydidn'tyoutellthepolice?Kana

Tuelowillrotinjailforthis,wouldyouforgive

yourself?

Shawn:Idon'tknowhowtoconfesswithout

sendingmyselftojail,Idon'twanttogotojail,i

wanttograduateandworkthenhaveafamily.

Bakang:Soyou'drathersendyourbrothertojail?

Shawn:It'snotlikethat..



Bakang:Goshapomestaa,let'shopethepolice

willinvestigateandreleasehim...

Shawn:Shapo..

Hehungupandsavedthefile...

AtTuelo'shouse....

MeanwhileTumeloputonTuelo'scapandhad

adrinkasTrevorswitchedthecomputeron,He

passedbyandpausedlookingatthescreen

thenhewalkedoverandstoodbehindTrevor....

Trevor:Tuelowhat'syopassword?

Tumelo:(staringattheDP)whoisthat?

Trevor:WhichoneMaduo?

Tumelo:(pointed)Thisone..



Trevor:It'sNaledi,Maduo'sfriend

Tumelo:(toTuelo)Isshetheonewecalled

earlier?

Tuelo:Yeah,why?

Tumelo:Sheisbeautiful...Iwanther.

Trevor:(laughed)Iadmireyourconfidence...

Tuelo:(laughed)Sheisnotyourtype

Tumelo:What'shertype?

Trevor:Well...(lookedathim)You'renotbad

butidon'tthinkyoucanaffordherbesides

you'reacriminal,shewon'tgiveyouasecond

look..

Tumelo:(pausedandlookedatthepicture

again)Heish...Omontewaitse...

Tuelo:Tsamayamestaa,skatsenyaNaledi

dingalo,I'dneverforgivemyselfifyouharassed

her,sheisnursingtripletsonherown.She

doesn'tneeddrama.



Tumelo:(staringathim)Wammata?

Tuelo:Noofcoursenot

Tumelo:(walkingout)Goodnight...

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.....

SomewhereinMaun...

Tumelowalkedthroughthegate,adogbarked

andhequietlysnappedhisfingers...

Tumelo:(snappedhisfingersandwhistled)

Mickey....Nxoo....Nxoo

Hesquattedandrubbedit'sfurasitwiggledits

tailexcitedly,thelightswentonthenhehid

behindthehedgesandwatchedforawhile...



Hismothermovedthecurtainsbutshehadlost

somuchweighthealmostdidn'trecogniseher,

hewalkedoverandsoftlyknockedonthedoor.

Shelookedathimthroughthecurtainsand

coveredhermouthtearfully...

Sheopenedandshookherheadstaringathim,

heshamefullylookeddownashismother

huggedhimcrying....

Her:Tumelowhyareyoudoingthistome?Why

areyouhere?Youonlyhave4yearsleft,why

areyoudoingthis?

Tumelo:CaniseeApril?

Her:You'regoingtostressherevenmore...I'm

beggingyoumyboy,gobacktoprison,I'msure

ifyouhandyourselfovertothem,they'll



considerforgivingyou.(rubbedhereyes)Don't

dothistoher...

Tumelo:(swallowed)Ijustwanttoseeher...

Her:No,ifyouseeheryouwon'tletgoofher

andshewon'twantyoutoleave.Turnaround

andgoback,youhavestressedmeenough.

Youembarrassedthisfamilyenough....Your

namewillbeontheradiofirstthinginthe

morningandyourfacewillbeonBTV...Please

don'tdothistome.YouknowI'mdying,ifyou

arecleveryou'llserveyourtimesothatbythe

timethissicknesstakesmeyou'dbeoutwith

yourdaughter.Iknoweverythingyoudidwas

forherbutthisisjusttaking10steps

backwards.

Tumelo:Iwon'twakeher,I'lljustlookather...

Hesniffedandwalkedinmakinghiswaytohis

daughter'sroom,heslowlyopenedthedoorand



lookedatherface....Hiseyesgotfilledwith

tearsandhesquattedrubbinghishands

together...Shelookedexactlylikehermother.

Hegatheredhisstrengthandgotupthenhe

walkedoverandheldherlittlehand...Shehada

crayondrawingonthewall,hesmiledlookingat

thedrawingofanangelwithwingsonthesky

justabovehergrandmother,herfatherand

herself...

Heslowlytookitoffthewallandfoldedit

puttingitinhispocketthenhekissedherand

walkedout.

Heapproachedthelivingroomashismother

washoldingtheBiblesilentlycrying,helooked

aroundtheirtornhouseandsatnexttoher...

Tumelo:I'mgoingback...



Her:Kneeldown,iwanttoprayforyou...

Hetookoffhiscapandslowlykneltdown

beforeher,sheputthebibleabovehisheadand

begunprayingemotionally...…

AtMaduo'smother's....

EarlierthatmorningTuelopulledoverhis

hoodieandpassedthroughthecrowd...

MC:(holdingthefuneralprogram)Asisaidwe

won'tbehavingabodyviewingbatsadi,wewill-

Heignoredthespeakerandpickedherprogram

onthechairnexttohim,heturnedaroundand

staredatitforamoment,histearfellonher



foreheadandwetthepaperthenhewalkedout.

Atmymother'shouse.....

Meanwhilemymothershookmyshoulderandi

gotup,shewasalldressedforthefuneral...

Mama:I'mgoingtoMaduo'sburial...

Me:Onteleprogramyaphitho

Mama:Okay,bye

Shewalkedoutbuticouldn'tfallasleepafter,i

stillcouldn'tbelieveshewasgone.Itdidn'tfeel

realandiknewiwouldneverreallybelieveshe

wasgoneaslongasiwasn'ttheretowitness

herburial.



Almostanhourlatertherewasaknockonthe

door,mystitcheswerestillverynewandicould

hardlywalk,islowlymademywaytothedoor

andopened....

Aunfamiliarfacewasstandingatthedoorwith

hishandsinthepockets,hequicklytookthem

outandtookoffhiscap...

Him:(smiled)

Me:Hi

Him:Wow...Youactuallylookverybeautifulin

person...

Me:(blushed)Haveweevermet?

Him:(smiledstaringinmyeyes)No...(lookedat

megoingdownmybody)Okay...

Me:(smiledshyly)Thisiscreepy,whoareyou?



Him:Iamanescapedprisoner...Wespokeover

thephonelastnight

Me:Tumeloright?IsTuelookay?

Tumelo:Heisfine

Me:HowdoyouknowwhereIstay?

Tumelo:(smiled)Ijustcametosayhi,I'mgoing

backtoprison.Ichangedmymindaboutliving

ontherun.I'mgoingtoservemysentenceuntil

thelastday.

Me:Whatdidyoudo?

Tumelo:Ibrokeintoahighlysecuredbuilding

andstolesomethingveryvaluable,threedays

laterweallgotcaught.

Me:(smiled)Soyou'reathiefTumelo?

Tumelo:(thecornerofhislipsliftedashe

smiledlookingatme)Iguessyoucouldsay

that...Yeah...

Me:Well,ican'tstandforlong,idelivered



tripletsaweekago

Tumelo:Tuelosaidsomethinglikethat,mayi

seethem?

Me:(lookingathim)Yeah...

Hefollowedmeinsideandstoodatthe

bedroomdoorstaringatthem,hesmiledand

laughedadmirably...

Tumelo:Oatsholangwanakewena,tirii?

Me:(laughed)Gakebate...

Tumelo:(laughed)Hagongwekemagodunyana

helagonehawaitse?I'msuremymotherdidn't

knowI'dgotoprisonwhenIwasthisage.

Me:(laughed)Ntswelakakgoro

monnaamodimo....

Tumelo:(laughed)I'mjustsaying...anywayi



havetogo,I'msurethepolicearelookingfor

me.Haveyoulistenedtothenews?

Me:Notyet..

Tumelo:(sighed)Comelockthedoor,I'mgoing.

Ifollowedhimtothedoorashesteppeddown

andturnedaroundlookinginmyeyes,idon't

knowwhyicouldn'tstopsmilinglikearetard

whenwhenhelookedatme...

Tumelo:(smiled)You'retootrustingandit'snot

cute,I'manescapedprisonerandyou'reletting

meinthehousewhenit'sjustyou,whatifi

rapedyou?(istoppedsmilingandswallowed)

Don'teverdothatagain...

Me:Ididn't-

Tumelo:Ihavetogo...CanIhugyou?

Me:No



Tumelo:(laughed)Sonowyou'reafraidofme?

Me:(sighed)Okay,youcanhugme...

Hesteppedonthestoopandhuggedmetightly,

hisbodywasfirmandabitcoldbutdefinitely

worthhugging,heletgoofmeandlookedinmy

eyesthenheheldmyneckandleanedover

kissingme,iwantedtopullbackbuthisbreath

pulledmecloser,iknewhewasbadinevery

waypossiblebutistillallowedhimtokissme

ashewanted,hestoppedandstaredinmyeyes

rubbingmylipswithhisthumb...

Tumelo:MynameisTumeloSibanda,visitme

assoonasyoucan...

Me:(smiled)Okay...

Heleanedoverandbabykissedmethenhe



turnedaroundandwalkedaway,isighed

touchingmylipslookingathimashewalked

outthegatetheniwalkedbackinandclosed

thedoor...

Me:(smiledblushing)Whatdidijustdo.........

(9t)

Co-wife

#52

AtMaunprison....

Wardenpickedtheringingphoneandsatdown

holdingacupoftea....

Warden:Hello?

Voice:Hiit'smeagain,ijustwantedtoconfirm



thenamesoftheescapedprisonersagain...

Warden:TumeloSibandaandTueloJames

Voice:Thankyou...

Hehungupandanotherofficerstuckhishead

in...

Him:Sirwehaveasituation

Warden:what?

Him:Tuelojustwalkedinthroughthegate...

Warden:(frownedholdinghistea)What?

Him:yep

Warden:Whatdoeshewant?

Him:Heissorryheran...

Warden:No,theremustbesomethinghewas

outtodo.Hewasprobablytemperingwiththe



evidencetoredirecttheinvestigations.(stood

up)Tellthemtostriphimandbringhimin....

AtMaunpolicestation.....

Meanwhilethedetectivelistenedtothe

recordingandsighedleaningbackonhischair

lookingathim....

Detective:ItsoundsconvincingexceptTuelo

escapedfromprison,foraninnocentpersonhe

sureisrunningawayalotormaybethisishis

voicetryingtoframehisbrothers?

Bakang:WhywouldIlietoyou?Italkedto

Shawn,ifyouinterviewhimyou'llrecognisehis

voiceandyoucanevenusethisonhim,hewill

knowhehasbeencaughtandhewilltellthe

truth,KantekeengleconcludilegoreTuelo



killedthisgirl?Youdon'tevenhaveenough

evidencetoholdhiminprison,nowyouwantto

addbreakingoutofprisononthemurder

charges?

Detective:You'retalkingtothewrongperson,i

aminvestigatingandthenI'llpresentthe

evidencewhichwilleithersendhimtojailor

releasehim

Bakang:Butyou'renotdoinganything,hehas

beeninprisonforaweek,whenareyou

planningtoreleasehim?Hehasajob,areyou

goingtocompensatehimforlostwages?

Detective:Theinvestigationsarestillongoing.

Bakang:(tookhisphone)Obonaansaranyana

yalonayadithothomisosantseditsweletse

kotengkeyoneeithutiwanghelakopolice

college.

Hewalkedoutdialinganumberonhisphone....



Voice:Hello?

Bakang:Hi,canipassbyyouroffice?Ineed

yourprofessionalassistance.Iknowididn't

makeanappointmentbutineedalawyerASAP

Voice:Um...noproblemMrTawana.

Bakang:Thanks...

Hehungupandgotinhiscar....

InPrison....

Meanwhiletheprisonersformedastraightline

intheyardaswardensapproached,onetall

giganticwardenwalkedinfrontofthemholding

afilecallingoutnames....

Warden:EricMaphosa?



Him:Present

Warden:TshepisoSaleshando?

Him:Present

Warden:TumeloSibanda?

Warden2:Thatoneisgoneake-

Tumelo:(walkingover)Present...

Everyoneturnedandlookedathimashefixed

thesleevesofhisorangejumpsuit...

Warden:Turnaroundandputyourarmswherei

canseethem...

Tumeloslowlyraisedhishandsandturned

around,thewardensearchedhimalloverasthe

otherpressedhisradiowalkingaway....



Warden:(holdingtheradioclosertohismouth)

Gate,roger...

Voice:(therewasanannoyingsound)Roger....

Warden:Ourrobberjustshowedupintheyard,

kotengotsenetsehaneatswelateng,waitse

mothakayo...roger

Voice:(laughed)Didyoustriphim?Roger

Warden:Aswespeak,roger

Voice:Motisengkwano...Mathakaababata

solidaryconfinement,nebailekaesentehelaha

nkabotsa?Roger...

Warden:(laughed)Nebaimelwakesakapapa...

(lookingatTumelo)Thegoldenboyoiketile

hela...Gaanasepeekaregatweneaileko

toileteng...Roger

Voice:(laughed)Mthakayookanaobodipa

mogomaswe,motisengkwanoreutwegore

areotswakae.Gaarataakaikepelahelaare



nearobetsekeronarepaletswengkegommata.

Roger...

Warden:(laughed)Ithinksotoobecausewe

didn'tseehimgetin,atleastTueloresurehe

brokeoutbutSibandamightjustdenyitbefore

themagistrate.Rodger...

Voice:Bringhimin....Roger

Warden:wearecoming,Roger

HewalkedoverwhereTumelowasbeing

stripped....

Warden2:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Tumelo:(relaxedwithhisarmsup)Underthe

bedinmycell...

Warden2:StopplayinggamesTumelo,thisisa

seriousmatter



Warden:Chiefwantstoseehim

Theycuffedhimandpushedhimtothe

office..............

Atmymother'shouse.....

LaterthatmorningReneiknockedandwalkedin

dressedinblack,shesatnexttomeand

handedmethefuneralprogram...

Renei:(sighed)YoushouldhaveseenMaduo's

mother,thatwomanbrokemyheart....

Me:(lookingatherpicture)Iwonderwhy

Maduowouldkillherself,sheissostrong.She

isthelastpersoniexpectedthisfrom.…wena

nkilekaakanyagoreyoumightkillyourself

backthenwhenyouweredatingMogapi.



Renei:Amme?

Me:YouweredepressedbutMaduowasjust

fine,evenourlastconversationdidn'tindicate

shewouldburnherself.

Renei:Rape,depressionandrejectionalways

leadstothingslik--

Wepausedtalkingwhenweheardnews

headlinesaboutprisonersescapingfromMaun

prison...

Renei:Oketsavolume....

Iincreasedthevolumeaswequietlylistened...

Voice:2prisonersescapedfromMaunprison

lastnight,TueloJamesandTumeloSibanda



arebelievedtohaveusedthetoolstheystole

fromtheprisonworkshoptoescape.Peter

MahomeexplainedinaninterviewwithRadio

BotswanathattheotherprisonerTumelo

Sibanda,alsoknownasThegoldenboyis

consideredverydangerous,TumeloSibanda

wasincarceratedfortheoffenceofarmed

robbery,possessionofanunregisteredfirearm

andassaultingapoliceofficer,Tueloishelping

thepoliceintheinvestigationofthesuspicious

deathofhisgirlfriendwhichhappenedlast

week.Thepublicisadvisedtobecarefuland

contactMaunpolicestationor999iftheyknow

anythingaboutthewhereaboutsofthese

prisoners.

Iswitchedofftheradioandsighed....

Renei:Tuelodidit,whyishebreakingoutof



prison?

Me:Iwaswithhimthismorning?

Renei:Tuelo?

Me:Sibanda...

Renei:Thedangerousprisoner?Idon't

understand

Me:Hekissedme...(Sighedturningmyeyes)

Heissuchagoodkisserandhisbodyfeltso

goodonmine,ijustwantedtohughimforever

Renei:Kantewareng?Thisrobberwashere?

Me:Yes...(smiled)Hesmilessocute,You

shouldhearhisvoice...Hehasabitofan

accenttoo...Keharianathemmaaboantshuna

withoutawarningandwhenhebreathedinmy

nostrilsijoooo....Mma....OhGod....

Renei:Naledi?Snapoutofit?Didyoujusthear

thenews?Heisdangerous,heiscriminal,he

actuallyputaguntoanotherperson'shead



robbingthemandheassaultedapoliceofficer,

doesn'tthatbotheryou?

Me:Andhechoseme...whoamitostandona

dangerousman'smission?Hecanhavemeif

hewants...Youwouldn'tunderstanduntilyou

haveseenhim,I'mtellingyouhecangetany

womantodropherpantiesforhim.…hehas

this....Thispowerwithinhim,thekindofman

thatcangetyoutodoanythinghewants,he

hasthatspecialmagicwaabona?

Renei:Nalediareyoulisteningtoyourselfright

now?Whereishe?

Me:(smiled)That'sthesexiestpart,hewent

backtojail...Hewaslike...(imitatinghisvoice

deepeningmyvoice)"Ijustcametosayhi,I'm

goingbacktoprison.Ichangedmymindabout

livingontherun.I'mgoingtoservemy

sentenceuntilthelastday."(laughed)Likewhat

thehell?You'reoutandyoujustdecidenahI'm

goingback?Heissosexy,ican'twaittosee



him...(Reneistaredatmespeechlessly)What?

Renei:(putherhandonmyforehead)Areyou

okay?

Me:(laughed)I'mfine...

Renei:Heisathief,areyouthatdesperate?A

prisoner?

Me:(sighed)don'tjudgemychoice,ilikehim

thewayheis,idon'tknowwhyheisthere,i

can'tjudgehim.

Renei:Robbery,didn'tyouheartheradio?

Me:Thereistwosidestoeverystoryandeven

ifhewasbad,it'shispast.Imademistakestoo

butnooneisremindingmeofmymistakes.Let

himbeandihopeyouwon'tgoaroundtelling

peopleTumelowashere.Wenakanaotenghao

teng,iknowAbalengwillbethefirstoneon

yourtellinglist.

Renei:Iwon'ttellhimbutI'mdisappointedat



yourchoice..Aprisoner?

Me:Maybehewillbebetterthanmyex,who

knows(iheardmymotherwalkingintheliving

room)shh...Don'tsayanythingaboutit....

AttheMP'shouse.....

Wendylaidonthebedashermotherlookedat

thebaby...

Her:Sheisbeautiful....

Wendy:Ineedalawyer,iwantdivorce..(dialing

onherphone)I'mgoingtostayinGaborone

untilthedivorceisfinal...

Her:Why?Howamigoingtohelpyou?

Wendy:Youcancomeforamonthortwobut

I'mleavingMauntomorrow...



Her:Youhavestitches,don'tbefooledbythe

injectiontheygaveyou,onceitwearsoffthe

painwillbeunbearable.Youcan'tgothatquick

Wendy:I'mgoingMama

Her:Why?(lookingatthebaby'shair)Naselo

selekurukuru?hamoririwatengekareo

relaxitsejaana?

Wendy:Aomama,newbornsalllookthesame,

shewillbedarkastimegoeson.

Her:Nnakaremoriri,wewillseeifshewillget

darkerbutthehairisjusttoosilky...

Wendy:Sheisjustdifferent...(putthephoneon

herear)Hello?Hi..Themmabuymeaticketto

Gaborone......Ee....No,noreturnticket.Ee....

Andbookmeaguesthousepelewhilewefind

acleanerforthehouse....Okay,bye...

Shehungupandlookedaround....



Wendy:Pleasehelpmepack,iwishIwas

healthyenoughtodoeverythingbymyself.....

AtBakang'soffice....

LaterthatafternoonBakang,stapledafew

pagesandfiledthem,hisphonereceiveda

messagethenheopenedit....

Wendy:Iwantadivorce

Hefrownedanddialedhernumber....

Wendy:Hello?

Bakang:Ijustgotyourmessage,wareng?



Wendy:Kebatadivorce,theywillprobablyserve

youwithdivorcepapersnextweek.

Bakang:Babe,what'sgoingon?

Wendy:IwanttogobacktoAustralia.

Bakang:You'renotleavingthecountrywithmy

daughter

Wendy:Sheisnotyours,I'msorry....Sheis

Portuguese.(hekeptquiet)I'msorry,It

happenedthelastfewweeksbeforeIcame

here,ididn'tthinkiwaspregnantbecauseiwas

onmysafeperiod.

Bakang:Howdoyouknowsheisnotmine?

Maybe-

Wendy:Gasewagago...I'msorry.I'mwaiting

formylawyertofinalisethisthenI'mgoing

back.I'llbesellingeverythingofmineanduse

themoneytomovebacktoSydney

Bakang:Whatdoyoumean?



Wendy:Myshareofthedivorce

Bakang:(angrily)Whatshare?Youcamewith

nothingtothismarriage...You'renotgetting

anything.

Wendy:Wemarriedincommunityofproperty,

everythingyouownishalfmine.Ifyouhave

anythingtosayyou'lltalktomylawyer

otherwiseI'llfileforarestrainingorderagainst

you.Bye.

Shehungupthenheslowlyputthephonedown

andrubbedhisface,hestoodupandtookoff

histiestaringoutsidethewindow.........

3MONTHSLATER............
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Atclinic...

Reneilweparkedthecarandsteppedoutto

helpme,AtsilewasonLoago'sbluebaby

carseatwhileMasegowaslyingontheseat

withalittleblanketsupportingherontheside,

Amesniffedlyingonmyarmsandabubble

blewoutofhisnose,iwipedhimandstepped

out....

Renei:(gettingAtsile)Ameotshwerwekeflu

gape?Youshouldkeephimwarm

Me:Idokeephimwarm,ifitwaslikethatallof

themwouldbesick...

Renei:(lookingatMasego)Howareyougoing

tocarrytheotherone?

Me:(bentmyarm)Putherhere...



SheputMasegoonmyotherarmtheniwalked

intheclinicasshefollowedmecarryingAtsile

andthebabybag...

Amalenurserecognisedmeandwalkedover.

HegotMasegoandfollowedmetothequeue

whereisatdownthenheputheronmylap...

Nurse:(smiled)Kewenawaditripletsakere?

Me:(smiled)Yes...

Nurse:Irememberyou,baagosokodisa...

Mosadimogolookae?

Me:(laughed)Sheisdoingsomething...

Renei:(satnexttome)Hello

Nurse:Hi...

Hewalkedinsideaseveryonestaredatme,i



stillwasn'tsurewhethertheywerelookingat

mebecauseihadtripletsorbecausethey

couldtelliwasstruggling.Mychildren's

blanketsweren'treallythemostattractive

blankets....

Renei:(whispered)Whendotheystophelping

youwithformula?

Me:Whentheyturnsixmonths

Renei:Let'spraybythenyouwouldhavefound

ajob

Me:Ihopeso,imeantheformulaI'mgetting

isn'tevenenough,Atsiledrinksalotofmilk,i

swearheisanalien

Renei:(laughed)That'swhyheissoheavy

Me:AndMasegoleenegaanwemashiwaa

thabantsha,Ameistheonlyoneihavetoforce

tofinishabottle.Iwanttobuyhim



multivitamins,hisweightisgoingdown.

Renei:Ithinkweshouldtakehimtoaprivate

hospitalusingLoago'smedicalinsurance,I'm

surethepaediatricianwon'tmind.

Me:Thanks,thatwillreallybehelpfulsetse

kesaitsejaanongkagoremoclinikingba

nnetsegomoneelaparacetamolhela.…

Renei:KanteDuduoutwalegakae?

Me:Sheisstillatthesafari,Iwanttogocheck

onPrincesssincekedulemobotsetsing,her

grandmothervisitedlastmonthwithhertosee

thechildren.(smiled)Shewassuchagirl,she

washappytoseethebabies.

Renei:Shemustbesogrownupnow

Me:Sheisgrown...(sighed)Mymomagreedto

babysitwhenshecomesback,itoldherI'm

goingtolookforajobbutI'mreallygoingto

prisontocheckonTumelo.



Renei:Whycan'tyoufindadecentchurchgoing

manthathasagoodpayingjobsothathecan

helpyoutakecareofthechildren?Tumelois

useless,heisinprisonandrightnowyouneed

asupportiveman.Youcan'tliveonhandoutsby

thegovernmentandfamilymembers...These

kidswillgrowandneedmoregapeAbaleng

mightnotaffordtohelpyouasmuchasweare

helpingyounow.Loagogoestoschoolnow

andalthoughithasn'tbeenfinalisedAbimight

gotoschoolinChinaacoupleofmonthsfrom

now,hewillonlybegettinghalfhissalaryuntil

hefinishesschoolsoidon'tthinkitwillbe

enoughforLoago,me,yourmother,youand

yourchildren.

Me:(sighed)I'llfindajobReneilwe,iunderstand

mychildrenareaffectingyourbudgetbutthisis

temporary,theyarethreemonthsoldkedule

mobotsetsingandalreadysearchingforajob.

Mychoiceofamanisn'tinfluencedbymy



needs,ijustwantamanthatcanmakeme

happy,I'mwillingtowaitforTumelotogetout

ofprisonandevenifhecan'taffordtohelpme

supportthechildrenifhelovesmeI'llbefine,i

don'tneedamantotakecareofme,I'llfigure

somethingout.I'mtiredoffollowingmaterials

andmoney,ijustwantamanthatlovesme,

evenifhehasoneeye,evenifheisdeaf,evenif

heisinprison....Reallyijustwantamanwho

canlovemeevenifheisn'tperfect.I'mhappy

thatyouwereluckyenoughtomarryagood

manbutnotallofuswillbethatlucky,gongwe

lenyalogakenagoebonabutificanfindaman

thatwilllovemeI'llbeokay,don'tjudgeme.

Renei:Ijustdon'twantyoutohaveaMogapiin

yourlife,Tumelosoundsreallybad,heis

criminal...Hehasalreadybeeninthenews,do

youhonestlybelievethereisalovingperson

behindallthesebadthingshedid?Amanwho

robspeopleholdingagun?Doesn'tthatscare



you?

Me:IfhemistreatsmeI'llleavehim.

Renei:(sighed)Whateveryousay...Anywayi

haveclothesinthecarthatdon'tlookgoodon

Loago,they'renewheonlyfittedthemansbuti

didn'tlikehowtheylooked,maybetheywillfit

AtsileandAme

Me:LeeneMasegowadiaparahelatsa

basimane,mycousinbroughtmehersons

rompersandtheylookedgoodonher.

Renei:Iwouldn'tputagirlinboysclothes,they

won'tlookgood.

Me:Nnagakenachoiceakere...

Anothermotherwalkedoutthenwegotin.

Minuteslaterwewalkedoutandheadedtothe

car,isatinthebackgivingAmemedicationas



ReneiputAtsileinthecarseat...

Me:(gavehertheirmedicalcards)Gocollect

theformula,I'llcomehelpinaminute...

Renei:Uh...YouwantpeopletothinkI'mHIV

positive?

Me:You'reholdingthreecards,they'llknow

you'renotpositive,thegovernmenthelpswhen

yougavebirthtomorethantwins,it'snotjust

positivepeople.

Renei:Iknowthatbutotherpeopledon'tknow

that,everyoneknowstheonlychildrenwhoget

freeformulafromclinicsarechildrenwhose

mothersareHIVpositive.

Me:SoI'llbecarryingallthecansalonehelaka

goreotshababatho?Thesepeopleknowme,

everyonehereknowsmeasthegirlwhohad

triples.



Renei:.(satinthecar)I'llremainwiththe

children...Agofolaophakeretsamae.

IsighedandhandedherAme,sheadjustedher

seatandbegunplayingwithhim.Icollectthe

heavycansofformulaandgotthebabythen

shedroveoutoftheclinic......

AtMaunmagistratecourt....

MeanwhileBakang,Trevor,TemoandTuelo's

familymembersweresittingquietlylisteningto

thecourtproceedingsasTuelosatonhischair

chainedonhiswristsandankles...Hehadlost

somuchweighttheycouldseehischeekbones,

hiseyesweresunkenandhelookedlikehewas

sufferingfromsomekindofadisease...



Magistrate:(concludedherverdict)Andthe

evidencepresentedbeforemeisn'tenoughto

provebeyondreasonabledoubtthathe

committedthiscrime...(hitthemallet)Case

dismissed.

Hismother'stearrolleddownandshewipedit

ashisaunthuggedher,hiscousinsandfriends

smiledandquietlyhuggedasthemagistrate

shuffledherpapersandleveledthemonthe

tablethensheliftedherbiggownandstepped

down...

Minuteslaterthewardenunlockedthechains

onhiswristsandanklesthenheslowlyrubbed

hiswristsandwalkedoutholdinghispapers

withoutatraceofemotions,hisfriendsranover

andgavehimagrouphug.



Bakang:Welcomeback...

Temo:You'refinallyfreeboy

Tuelo:(smiled)Thanks....

Cousin:Boyweprayedandfastedforyou...

Trevor:It'sdone,youcanstartyourlifeagain...

Hismotherwalkedoverfixingherdoek,the

guysmovedbackasshehuggedhimcrying,he

sniffedandhuggedhertearfully...He

swallowedhardandrubbedhiseyestryinghard

nottocry.

Tuelo:WhereisShawnandRaphael?

Hismother:(sniffed)Idon'tknow,I'mjustglad

thisisover...Godansweredmyprayers...

TrevorsadlystaredatTuelo'sthinarmsashe



huggedhismother...

Trevor:Laitameobopamewaitse

Bakang:Atleastheisout...Hecanstartover

Temo:MarathesepeoplebasutileTuelo,isn't

theresomethinghecando?Sueforlostwages

orsomething?I'msurehelosthisjob.Inever

knewthepolicecandestroyyourlifelikethis.

Bakang:Maybehecansuebutlawyersare

expensive,I'malreadypayingthislawyer.

Trevor:Ithinkweshouldcontributesomething

andtakeachance,somepeopleactuallywin

againstthedepartmentsandthecourtcanrule

inyourfavour.

Bakang:Contributingisagoodidea...(lookingat

himashefakedasmiletalkingtohismother)

Andhelookslikeheneedscounselling

Temo:Mythoughtsexactly,gapeekareoa



lwalayaanong

Bakang:Kestress,heobviouslyisn'teating,

imaginemourningthedeathofyourlovedone

andalsobeingaccusedofkillingher,Tuelo

kananearataMaduomogomaswebuthe

didn'tevenattendherburial...Ican'timaginehis

pain.

Temo:Policeempaletsegompieno....

Bakang'sphonerangthenhewalkedawayfrom

hisfriends...

Bakang:Hello?

Wendy:IneedyoutosignKathleen'spapersso

thatIcanleavethecountry,whyareyou

ignoringmycalls?

Bakang:I'mnotsigninganything,ifyouwant

metosignsomethingwalkoutwithnothing.



You'renotgettinganythingfromme.

Wendy:I'mgoingtocourt,iknowtheycanhelp

me,I'mgoingtoleavethecountrywithor

withoutyourpermission.

Bakang:Goodluck.

Wendy:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Bakang:Wehaven'tbeentogetherforlong,why

doyouwanthalfofmythings?DoyouthinkI'm

stupid?Iknowyouwon'tcrosstheborderwith

"mydaughter"withoutmypermissionanditwill

takeforeverforthecourttodealwithyourDNA

nonsensetoproveI'mnotherfathersothatI

canbetakenoffthecertificatesoyoumightas

wellforgetaboutSydneyforatleastayearor

two,ialsoknowourcourtsareswampedwith

casesandtheywillkeeppostponingyourstupid

caseuntilyougrowgrayhair.Don'tcallme

againunlessyouwanttotalkaboutleavingmy

companyandhousesalone.



Wendy:Mmekanaifican'tleavethecountry,

herfatherwillcomehere.Wewillseewhothe

idiotis.

Bakang:Idiot?

Wendy:Yeahidiot,Hewillcomehereandwe

willparadethestreetsofMauntoshow

everyonehowstupidyou're.Iknowyouhaven't

toldanyoneaboutthisbecauseoaswababutI'll

embarrassifyouthisyoucancontrolmelike

thoseidiotsboDudu.Don'tsignthepapers,go

siame....I'lltellherDadtocomehere.

Shehungupthenhesighedfrustratedly

clenchinghisjawsasTemowalkedover....

Temo:Areyouokay?

Bakang:(fakedasmile)Yeahyeah,I'mgood...

Temo:Areyousure?



Bakang:Yeah,why?

Temo:Youhavebeenactingweirdlately,i

thoughtsomethingisbotheringyou...

Trevor:(joinedthem)BKkanteWendyotaMaun

leng?Kanaihaven'tseenyourdaughter

Temo:Ihaven'tseenheraswell,Wendyogo

bolaisabodutu,you'reevenlosingmeatmonna

Bakang:(laughed)Yeahneh

Trevor:Whatdidyousaysheisdoingin

Gaborone?

Bakang:SheworksforBankofBotswana,isee

themwheneverigotoGaborone.

Temo:(showedthemhispicture)Nnalaitakake

thudileMissBotswana...Bonahela

Trevor:(laughed)yourdaughterisbeautiful,le

nwaenggotsholababashaposo?BKtakeke

bonewagago....

Bakang:Iaccidentallyformattedmymemory



cardandlostallmypictures,I'llshowyou

tomorrowafterrecoveringthem

Trevor:HaveyouseenPrincess?Igaveherand

hergrandmotheraridetothemalldaysago,

thatlittlegirlhasyoureyesandnoselaitaka,ke

wenahelagohetsa.

Temo:Ialsosawheracoupleofweeksago,

enerraotshwanalewenamestaa,thereisno

DNAtestingneededthere.

Bakang:(thoughtfully)Yeahneh...

AtMaunprison.....

LateroniwaitedbythechairsasTumelo

walkedoverinhisorangejumpsuit

accompaniedbyawarden...Hesmiledbitinghis

lowerlipandsatdownlookingatme...



Tumelo:Hey...

Me:Hi,

Tumelo:Howareyou?Howarethekids?

Me:I'mgood,theyaregood...

Tumelo:Youlookreallygood,don'tcheaton

me...

Me:(laughedblushing)Okay...

Tumelo:(anawkwardmomentpassedashe

smiledlookingatme)Areyoushy?

Me:(smiled)No

Tumelo:Buwalennaee,(lookingatmyhair)

whydidyoucutyourhair?

Me:Ican'taffordit,moririwaatura...(hequietly

staredatmemakingmeshy)Um..…Istarted

lookingforajoblastweek,I'mnotchoosingas

longasit'sajobI'lltakeit.Thekidsaregrowing

reallyfastandtheyeatalottoo.Mybrother

mightgotoschoolinChinaandhewon'tbe



abletohelpme,hehasbeenmyonly

supportingsystemsoireallyneedajob.My

needsarestartingtoaffectmyfriendships,you

knowpeoplealwaysreachapointwherethey

aretiredofhelping.I'meventhinkingabout

filingforchildmaintenancesothatBakangcan

helpmebutI'malsoscaredfortheirlives

becauseheoncethreatenedthemwhenhe

thoughtitoldpeopleheisthefather

Tumelo:(leanedback)Don'tforcehimto

supportthemasabate,haolemonnahelao

iponaopalamamosadiosadirisecondomwaa

itsegoreodirilengwanaandyoumusttake

responsibility.Ifhedoesn'twanttodon'tforce

him.Ifitwasuptomeallmotherswouldstop

followingandbeggingmentosupporttheir

childrenbecauseit'snotliketheydidn'tknow

theyweremakingbabies.

Me:(sighed)Gothata,theformulatheygetfor

freefinisheswithin2weeks



Tumelo:I'llhelpyoutakecareofthem...

Me:How?You'reinprison...

Tumelo:Father'salwaysfindawayskawara...

Me:(laughed)Youjustremindedmeofmylate

friendMaduo,sheusedtotellmeI'llfindaway

everytimeiwonderedhowIwouldtakecareof

mychildren.

Tumelo:Youjustremindedme,howdidTuelo

go?

Me:Ispoketooneofhisfriendsandhesaidthe

casewasdismissed.

Tumelo:(smiled)That'smyboy...(laughed)He

mustberelieved,otshabaprisonmogomaswe,

hewasdepressedtheentiretimeand

mathakanyanabanebamotsenyadingalonere

recrosanerurihelannalebone.

Me:Wenaotswaleng?

Tumelo:(sighed)in4years,theycouldn'tprove



ibrokeoutofprisonsomysentencestillstands

at4yearsthoughimightgetoutearlierifi

behave.

Me:Therrabehaverwenaotswe

Tumelo:(smiledlookingatme)I'llbehave..

Me:Tellmeaboutyourself,younevertalkabout

yourself.

Tumelo:(sighed)IworkedforFNBandmoved

toBarclaysbankthenfinallyStandardcharted

whereIwascheatedfrommyrightful

promotionsimplybecauseIwasblackiguess

therewasalotoffavouritismdownthere.I

couldn'tstopcomplainingsosomeoneframed

meandIgotfired.Myfiancéwaspregnantat

thetimeandthiswasafewmonthsafterihad

toldhertoquitherjobbecauseiknewicould

affordtosupportbothherandthebaby,things

gotharderbecausewebothweren'tworking....

FindingajobprovedtobeharderthanIthought



,thebabywasdeliveredandistillhadnothing,

myfianceestarved,kepalelwakegoreka

mabelelesukuriandpeoplemadefunofher,i

triedtomybestbutitwasneverenough.

(swallowed)shefeltreallystupidforquitting

herjobandeveryonemockedherfordoing

whatitoldhertodo,shebeggedherbossto

hireheragainbuttheyrefused....iguessshe

couldn'thandletheembarrassmentand

pressurefrompeople...Thatafternoonheraunt

foundherhangingontherafters,ourdaughter

hadbeencryingallday...

Me:I'msorry...

Tumelo:(swallowed)Itwasthehardestthingi

everhadtodealwithbutIstillhadtofeedmy

daughter,shewasjustababyandmy

girlfriend'sfamilyisn'texactlyloving,they

handedmethebabyanditookhertomy

mother'shouse.Imadeapersonaldecisionto

doeverythinginmypowertomakesuremy



daughterlivesagoodlife,shewon'tevertaste

povertyaslongasilive.

Me:(smiled)Isee...

Tumelo:(puthishandonthetable)Takemy

handandourkidswon'tstarve,youwon'tneed

anything.(staringatme)I'llloveyouandprotect

you...takemyhand....

Iputmyhandonhisandhesqueezeditthenhe

leanedoverandkissedme....

Warden:Stuxeh-ehthemonna...notouching...

Hecontinuedkissingmeandfinallyleaned

backlickinghislipsstaringatmeholdingmy

hand....



AtTuelo'shouse...

LaterthatafternoonTueloslowlyopenedthe

doorandwalkedinthehouse,itwasquietanda

bitcoldashetookoffhisjacketandsatonthe

couch...

Maduo:Hi..

Heturnedaroundandfacedthekitchendoor,

shewasinherpinklingerieleaningagainstthe

doorframethenheslowlystoodupandwalked

over..

Maduo:(smiled)Whyareyousosad?

Tuelo:(swallowedtearfully)Youscaredthehell

outofme,whathappened?Comehere....



Hetriedtohugherbutshemovedback...

Maduo:Wait...Thereissomeoneatthedoor...

Heturnedaroundandlistened,someone

knockedthenhewalkedoverandopenedthe

door.Trevor,Bakang,Temoandhis2cousins

floodedinthenhelookedback,Maduowasstill

standingatthekitchendoorinherlingerie...

Tuelo:(toher)Gogetdressed...

Theyallstoppedtalkingandstaredat

him............(9t)

AlwaysremembertopressLike,muchlove
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AtTuelo'shouse...

Bakang:Obualemang?

Tuelo:KeraaMaduo....(lookingatthekitchen

door)Gotothebedroom,I'llbethereina

minute.....Hee?(helistened)Okay,takeit...

(lookedathisfriendslaughedfacingthekitchen

door)themmabusagowngose

kaenyana...(smiled)Better...Keataautwa

Theirhairstoodastheyallsilentlystaredathim,

Trevorlookedaroundhisheartpoundingas

Tuelosmiledandsatonthecouch,theylooked

aroundwithoutaword,thehousewassuddenly

creepy...



Temo:Tux?Obualemang?

Trevor:(stoodup)Nnaborrakeatsamaa

Bakang:No,wait...(tohim)Tuxobuwalemang?

Tuelo:LeMaduo,Galemmone?

Temo:No,whereisshe?

Tuelo:(laughed)YallthinkI'mcrazy?

Bakang:No,ofcoursenot,whereisMaduo?

Tuelo:(stoodup)Letmegocallher...

Hewalkedtothebedroom,Trevorunbuttoned

hisshirtandtookadeepbreath....

Trevor:ThisisthecreepiestshitIhaveever

seen,iwanttogo

Bakang:(angrily)Kantekeengolelegatapa



jaana?Howcanyouwalkawayfromasituation

likethis?Can'tyouseeheislosingit?

Trevor:Whatifheisn'tlosingit?Whatifher

spiritisaroundhere?Ialreadyfeelacoldchill

swayingaroundherelikewind

Temo:(laughed)Thisguythough,koorewenao

mokae?

Cousin:(swallowed)Nnalennatotagake

comfortable,itfeelscreepy.Youcan'tseriously

expectustobecalmaroundsomeonewhois

talkingandlaughingwithadeadperson.

Bakang:Nooneisleavingokay,wearesitting

hereuntilhecomesbackwithher?

Trevor:(stood)I'mnotwaitingforaghost

Bakang:(staringathim)You'restaying...

Cousin:Nnaguyskatsamaa

TrevorwalkedtowardsthedoorthenBakang



passedhimandlockedthedoorputtingthe

keysinhispocket,theybothstaredateach

other'seyes...

Bakang:(pushedhimonthechest)Nna

haatshemr,gaoyegope...

Temo:Guyscome-

Tuelolaughedinthepassageandtheyallkept

quietanxiouslylookingatthepassage

expecting...Well...Notreallysurewhatto

expect.

Hegotinthelivingroomsmilingwithhisarm

aroundaninvisibleperson,theirheartspounded

astheystaredathim...

Tuelo:(smiledatthem)Doyoubelievemenow?



Trevor:(quicklyputhishandinBakang'spocket)

Alright,I'mgettingoutofhere...

Bakang:(pushedhim)Don'ttouchme,when

youkissedNaledineosasieyaanongoyakae?

Cousin:(wenttothedoor)Guyspleaseopen

thedoor...

Tuelostaredatthemconfusedlyandwalked

overtippingoffaglassofthetable,itshuttered

onthefloorandtheothercousinmeltedonthe

couchlayinghisheadonTemo'slap,Hepushed

himoffandstoodup.

TrevorputhishandinBakang'spocketandhe

pushedhimoff,theyhustledoneanotherand

fellontheglasstable...

Cousin:(goingtokitchen)Gagonalebatila



backdoor?Nnakatsamaa

Tuelo:(lookingathim)Maduootagobulelao

gonemoo

Thecousinquicklyturnedaroundandstood

behindTemoashepulledBakangoffTrevor...

Temo:(screamed)BKstop!Openthedoor,

they'refreakingout,cousinyagaTueloo

collapsitseonthecouch...Bulabatswe

Bakang:Gagonayootswang

Cousin:Aethebannatshamekangsente,bula

mestaa

Temo:Openthedoor,youandiwillremainwith

Tueloreutwagoreareng,Trevorisfreakingout

makingmattersworse,letthemout...Nnelakey

laiteaka...(openedhishand)Tisa



BakanghandedhimthekeysstaringatTrevor

asheslowlygotupfromthefloor,Temo

openedthedoorforthemandTrevorquickly

walkedout...

Bakang:(tothecousin)Tsaantsalaowena,o

bataatsosiwakemang?

Tuelo'scousinturnedbackandshooktheother

cousin'sshoulder,heeventuallygotupandthey

walkedout...

Bakang:Tellhismotherwhat'shappening...

(walkedbackandsatonthecouch)Mxm

babangwekebannahelakagorebanale

motsoko...

Temo:(laughedlookingatTrevordrivingout

thenheclosedthedoor)Mtrevisto!Laitee



banna...Hahaha

Tuelo:(confused)What'sgoingon?

Bakang:(rubbedhisfaceandlookedupathim)

You'retheonlyonewhoseesMaduo

Tuelo:(pointed)Butsheisstandingrightthere!

Temo:Sheisnot

Tuelo:(angrily)Sheisrightthere

Bakang:(stoodupfixinghisjeans)AlrightTuelo

enoughofthisnonsense,Maduoisdead,

remember?Yousawthehousegoingupin

flames,sheisdead...

Tuelo:Shesurvived,shegotoutthroughthe

window.Sheafraidtofaceeveryonebecauseof

whatmybrothersdidtoher...

Bakang:Sheisdead,yourmindisplayingtricks

onyou.Shewasfriedupwhentheparamedics

tookherout,therewasn'tabodyviewingather

funeral.



Tuelo:(pushedhimonthechest)Whyareyou

makingmealiar?AkereMaduokeyo,whycan't

youtalktoher.?(turnedtothekitchendoor)Tell

them

Bakang:(tookouthisphoneandsteppedout)

Thisisfuckedup,keepaneyeonhim.

Temo:Sure

BakangclosedthedoorbehindhimasTemo

satdown...

Temo:Nnahaatsheee...

Tuelosatdownandsmiledtotheinvisible

Maduo...

Temo:Whathaveyouhadseenmorning?I'm



hungry,aren'tyouhungry?

Tuelo:Yeah,I'mhungry...(turnedtoher)Would

youlikesomethingtoeat?..(stood)Alright

Temo:Doesshewanttoeat?

Tuelo:Nosheisgood..

Temo:(walkedtothekitchen)ReetaDuos

Theygotinthekitchen,Tuelogotthepanand

begunwashingitinthesink...

Tuelo:(smiledtoher)Hey,youdidn'thaveto

come,wewillbedoneinaminute...

Temoquietlyobservedhimashehappily

chattedwithher,heclenchedhisteethand

searchedthefridgeforabottleofbeerbut

therewasn'tany,heopenedthepantryand



cameacrossthebottleofredwine.Hefilledthe

glassandtookbigsipstoeaseupashisfriend

continuedchattingbyhimself...

Bakangwalkedbackinandrubbernecked

grabbingtheglassfromhisfriendandtooka

hugesipaswell....

Temo:And?

Bakang:Icalledhismother,theyarecomingbut

sheaskedustostayincasetheyneedhelp

takinghimtothehospital.

Temo:Alright...

Bakang:(Tuelolaughedloudly)Thisiscrazy...

Temo:(staringatTuelo)AndIt'sslowlyfreaking

meout,heistrulyseeingher

Bakang:Heislosingtouchwithreality,ijust

hopehedoesn'tgomad.(swallowedsadly)



Maduoshouldhaveneverdied,buttheni

understandhersituation.Noonewasgoingto

believeherbecauseshedidn'treport.Sheloved

Tuelo,kanathischeekchangedcompletely.She

probablyhadherlifeplannedwithhim

Temo:Shemusthavebeencrushedwhenshe

foundoutaboutthebrothers

Bakang:Ifwomencankillthemselvesforthings

likethisthenI'maluckybastard,thethingsidid

toDuduandNalediareworse.Ipromisedthem

heavenandleftthemforabitch,nxla!She

mademeabandonmyownchildrentotake

careofherdirt,nowshewantshalfofmyhard

earnedmoney.Whatthehellamigoingtooffer

mychildren?

Temo:(swallowedthewinestaringathim)

Whatthehellareyoutalkingabout?

Bakang:(sighed)Wendyontirileseso,ibetmy

fatherisgoingtobehappywhenhefindsout



aboutthis.

Temo:Areyougoingtotellmeoryoujust

prefertoventwithoutaresponsefromthe

listener?

Hesighedandtoldhimthewholestory....

Atmymother'shouse....

Igrabbedabucketoflaundryandhungthe

children'sclothesontheline,myphonerangon

thebackpocketthenipicked...

Me:Hello?

Voice:Hi,isthisNaledi?You'respeakingtoKen

MrSibandaaskedmetogiveyousomething.

Me:(frowned)What?



Ken:Areyouhome?I'mlookingatyourhouse

onthecomputerusingGooglemaps,Isitthe

onewithatwobedroomhousepaintedwith

peachandabigdiamondmashfence?

Me:Modemo...Eerrakeyone

Ken:Alright,I'llbefollowingthedirectionsuntilI

getthere.Ihopemycomputerdoesn'tgooffit

hasabout19%battery.Bye

Me:Bye

Ihungandfinishedhangingtheclothes,iwas

curiousaboutthegiftandknowinghishistoryi

knewitwasn'tgoodbutistillwantedtosee

whatitwas.

MinuteslateraJeepparkedatthegateandi

hurriedover,thewindowswerealltintedblack

andicouldn'tseethedriver,myheartpounded



abitasiopenedthedoorandgotin,itwascold

insideandthedriverwasanunfamiliar

overweightfigurewithdarkshades,therewere

aboutthreecomputersonthebackseatand

somekindofscannersorsomething,he

reachedinthebackandgotanATMcardfrom

theblackbag...

Him:(handedittome)Thepinnumberis1819

butyoucanchangeittoanumberyouwon't

forget.

Me:Thankyou..

Him:Don'tmakethemistakeoflettingitbeing

takenbythemachine,ifthepinfailsonce

canceltheprocessandgo.

Me:(readingtheoutside)WhoisMonique

Jenson?

Him:Sibanda'sbankaccountswereallfrozen

whentheygotarrested,that'shisalias.



Me:(sighed)Wow...

Him:Keepitsafe.

Me:Howmuchisinhere?

Him:Don'texceedthelimitof300perday.

Me:What'sthelimit?Iwouldn'twantto-

Him:ThelimitisP300perday

Me:Andifitake300everyday?Whatwill

happen?

Him:Nothingwillhappenbutmakesureyou

don'tlosethiscard,ifthereareanyproblemsat

themachinecanceltheprocessandleavewith

thecard.Youdon'tswipewithit,itjusttakes

moneyoutofthemachine,FNBmachinesonly.

Me:Okay.Iunderstand.

Him:Bye

Isteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenhedrove



off.IthoughtfullywatchedastheJeep

disappeared.OhTumelo...Ijustwantedhimout,

iknewhewasbadbuteverythinghedidmade

mefalldeeperanddeeper...Ismiledand

walkedbackintheyardholdingthecard....

AtDudu'smother's....

TheSafaricardrovethroughthegateand

parkedunderthetree,Dudusteppeddownand

unloadedherbigbagschattingtothedriver....

Driver:Iwishiwasyou...

Dudu:(laughed)Heish...

Driver:Goshapoakere?

Dudu:Shapo,hee...

Driver:Don'tforgettogochangethetipstoday,



I'mnotsureiftheyopenonweekends.Which

currenciesdoyouhave?

Dudu:IhaveAmericandollarsandafewUK

pounds

Driver:(laughed)Englishpeopleandthe

Americansgivetipslikeitsamust,ilove

servingthosepeople.

Dudu:(laughed)Heyyoudon'tknowanything,

whenI'mservingAmericansandtheEnglish

peopleyooo!Ketolaabeketolakeitsegore

givingatipisintheirblood.

Driver:(laughed)Bye....

HedroveoffasDudu'smothersteppedoutof

thehouseholdingPrincess'shand,Duduran

towardsthehouseandliftedherdaughter

kissingherandhuggingheremotionallybut

Princessuncomfortablystaredather...



Dudu:UhMamangwanakeontebetse?

Her:shewillrememberyouafterafewhours...

(unzippedthebags)What'sinher-(gasped)

Mmmmm...

Sherakedthroughthetinstufflookingatbeef,

fish,beansandpeachslicesthenshezipped

theheavycanvasbaganddraggedittothe

house....

Her:Bekenyanaeenalebotshelonyanamhh...

Mothookaeikanyaokatshela

Dudu:(laughed)Soyou'retakingtheonewith

foodonly?

Her:Eeaukeitielaii?

Dudu:(laughed)Hehehetserere...



Theyallwalkedinthehouse,hermother

immediatelygrabbedatinopeneranddealt

withthepeachslicesstraightfromthecan,she

putitasideandgotthebeansandthefishthen

sheopenedthejuiceanddrunkthewholebox

thenshesighedleaningbackonthecouch...

Her:Osebolokilengwanaka,mowanowiile

nxwi...

Dudu:(laughedfeedingherdaughter)Letaa

swaketala

Her:Yourlookverynice...

Dudu:(stoodupandturnedaround)Weusedto

exercise,igotridofthehangingtummyI'mjust

flat..(smiled)Whiteoldmenweredroolingover

this

Her:(laughed)Tsenawena



Dudu:(laughed)UhMamaokatshegajaana

Her:Justtellmewhathappeneddownthere,do

Ihaveasoninlaw?

Dudu:(laughed)No,it'sjustoldwhiteguys

there,ididn'tliketheyoungblackmenthere...I

guessmykindofguywillrevealhimself

soon.(toPrincess)Babyfinisheatingwehave

toshopping,I'mtakingyoufromheadtotoe,

wenaMamayou'llgobyyourself,todayit'sjust

Princess'sday.

Her:Pleasedon'tfinishthemoneybeforeyou

buyyourbusinessequipment

Dudu:(laughed)Ladyiamamoneymaker,my

pocketisheavy.I'llonlybespendingthetipsi

gotnotmysalary,salaryeemesentehaale...Ja

helaowetsedibete,hodisamatsadiago

babysitter,didNaledihelpyouguys?

Her:Yes,sheusedtogiveusP100'sbutshe

saidshewashavingmoneyproblemstoo.Oh



shegavebirththedayyouleft,immediately...

ApparentlyBakang'swifetookthecarandshe

gotinlabour.Hermotheristheonewho

broughtPrincesshome

Dudu:HeeNalediobonyepono,Wendythinks

sheisthepresidenteh?

Her:Shehadtriplets,2boys1girl

Dudu:(jumpedsmilinglikeamonkey)Ao!

Her:(laughed)Kamodimo,othusiwabanake

government

Dudu:That'ssadbutwow....(smiled)Triplets?

That'sablessing...Wow,I'mgoingtoseethem

Her:(laughed)ThegirllooksjustlikePrincess

whenshewasherage,they'reidentical

Dudu:(laughed)MoloiyobarengStarokopile

ngwanake,mxm...LetmebathCicyandgosee

thetriplets..



AtMaunPrison...

Tumelowaslayingonhisbunkwithhisarmon

hisforehead,anewyoungwardenwalkedin

andshookhisshoulder...

Warden:Tumelo?Tumelo?

Tumelo:(halfasleep)Mh-mh

Warden:(shookhim)Tumelo?

Tumelo:(halfasleep)Waanyela...

Heturnedaroundandfacedthewallsleeping,

theconfusedyoungmanstoodthereforafew

minutestryingtofigureoutwhattosaynext...

Warden:Tumelo?Thechiefwantstoseeyou...



Hedidn'trespondthenhewalkedouttothe

others....

Warden:Uhmothowalonaoganagotsoga

Sergeant:Ago...

Hewalkedinandhitthedoorloudly,Tumelo

turnedaroundandglaredathim....

Sergeant:TheAssistantsuperintendentwants

toseeyou

Tumelo:(pinnedhiselbowonthebedlayingon

hisside)Why?

Sergeant:Idon'tknow,let'sgo.Idon'thaveall

day.

Tumelo:I'msleeping...(laiddown)Nexttimeif

youhitthosebarsmakingsuchnoiseyou'll



regretit...

Sergeant:Sibanda?Iwasn'taskingyou,doyou

wantustodragyououtofhere?

Tumelo:Karekerobetse,obatagorekereng?

Sergeant:Thisiswhyothersareoutbutyou're

stillhere(Tumelothoughtaboutitwithhiseyes

closed)Bodipagabobusetsesepelaitaka,nna

shiftyamegaehelaI'mgoingbacktomywife

andchildrenbutyou'llstillbehere.Idon'tknow

ifyouhavekidsbutifyouhaveagirlfriend

anothermanwillreplaceyouverysoonyagore

otswabababothaleabobemoheditse.Bodipa

gaboduele

Tumelo:(gotupandgrabbedhisoranget-shirt)

Areekoo...

Hefollowedthewardensputtingonhist-shirt.

Afewminuteslaterhewalkedintheofficeand

satdown,thechiefstaredathimandsippedhis



coffeethenheslowlyputthecupdownand

stoodup,heputhishandsinthepocketsand

stoodbythewindowlookingoutsidethrough

thefolds....

AS:Wejustreceivedafaxofourearlyrelease

listandyou'reinit

Tumelo:(frownedsurprised)Really?

AS:Itstillbeatsme

Tumelo:HowmanyTumeloSibandasdoyou

havearoundhere?

AS:Veryfunny...

Tumelo:(smiled)Sowhendoyouigetout?

AS:In3months

Tumelo:(laughed)Ohshit,thatsoon?areyou

serious?

AS:Ibelievethislistwasdonebeforeyou



escapedand-

Tumelo:Ididn'tescape,Kantekeenglerei

escaped?WhywouldIescapeandcomeback?

Superintendentdoyoureallybelievethat?

AS:(sighed)They'rereleasingyouonparole,i

hopeyouknowwhatthatmeans.Youcango

Tumelo:(stood)Thankyou...

Hewalkedoutoftheofficesmiling....

Atmymother'shouse....

Ipreparingmyselfandwalkedinthelivingroom

wheremymotherwasholdingAmepatiently

feedinghim...

Me:I'mgoing



Mama:Wheredidyousayyougotthemoney

again?

Me:Iborrowed,I'mgoingtobuytoiletries.

Mama:Stopborrowingmoneyfrompeople,

you'remakingthingshardforAbaleng.

Me:(sighed)Thegoodnewsisiwon'tbeasking

formoremoneyfromAbi,I'mevenapplying

throughthepostoffice.MondayI'mgoingto

printmoreapplicationletters.I'malsoplanning

tosaveforalittlebusinessihaveinmind.I'm

stillbrainstormingaboutit

Mama:Ohgood

Me:Bye,iwon'tbelong...

Iwalkedout...

AtShoprite......



Lateronisteppedoutofthetaxiandpaidtheni

walkedtowardstheshop,Bakang'scarparked

rightinfrontme,DudusteppedoutthenBakang

gotoutandtookPrincessfromthe

backseat....…(9t)

Co-wife
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AtShoprite......

Lateronisteppedoutofthetaxiandpaidtheni

walkedtowardstheshop,Bakang'scarparked

rightinfrontme,DudusteppedoutthenBakang

gotoutandtookPrincessfromthebackseat.

Dudusmiledasiapproached,iwasn'tsurehow

toreactsoiflashedherwithamildsmileand



shehurriedover,sheembracedmeasBakang

lockedthecarandwalkedoverwithPrincess

onhischest.

Dudu:Hi

Me:Hey

Dudu:Iwasonmywaytoyourhousebuti

wantedtobuythekidssomethingspecial...You

knowtheoldtradition-youcan'tseeanewbaby

empty-handed.

Bakang:(lookedinmyeyes)Hey...

Me:Hi

Dudu:(gotPrincess)Thanksfortheride

Bakang:Anytime,I'llwaithere..

Dudu:Ohnorekagodiaandsheisheresoi

thinkI'mgood.

Bakang:(lookedatherandthenme)Wouldn't



youguysneedaride?

Dudu:Um...Well...Youcanwaitfor-

Me:(staringathim)No,thanks.I'mgood.Bye

IwalkedintheshopandDudufollowedmeas

Bakangwatcheduswalkinginprobably

countinghisloss.Heleanedagainstthecarand

foldedhisarmswaiting...

Meanwhileinsidetheshop,ipushedthesmall

trolleyandthrewintheredbasketasDudu

liftedPrincessputtingheronherwaist....

Dudu:Arryouokay?

Me:Neverbeenbetter

Dudu:I'mnotsleepingwithhim

Me:Duduit'syourbodyandit'shisdi-(paused



lookingatPrincess)youknowicouldn'tcare

lesswhatyoudowithhimbutafterwhathe

madeyougothroughyoustillwalkaroundwith

himlikeheneverdidanythingtoyou?Isyour

memoryreallythatbad?

Dudu:IknowwhatBKdidtomeandihaven't

forgettenbutheisstillthefatherofmychild,it

willbestupidtohatehim.Hisdaughterwilllove

him,theyalwaysgoouttheretosearchfortheir

fathersevenwhenwetellthemweraisedthem

alone.IknowBakangolathilengwanakebut

wheneverhedecidestoshowupiwon'tstop

himfromseeinghisdaughter,ifhedecidesto

bringP600afterskipping3monthswithout

givingheranythingI'lltakethatmoneyyou

knowwhy?Becauseit'shisdaughter,I'mway

passedthatanger,I'mnolongerabitterbaby

mama.Ifpeoplearegoingtolabelmestupid

fornotusingmydaughtertopunishthisman

thensobeitbutthetimeihadinthebushwas



enoughformetothinkaboutmylife.I'mnever

gonnasleepwithBakanglehankathamelwa

jangbecausehereallyhurtmebutiwon'tlet

thatstophisrelationshipwithhisdaughter,ifhe

isgoingtoabandonhisdaughteritwillbe

becauseofhimnotbecauseDudustoppedhim

whenhesuddenlyreformed.

Me:Heisobviouslyusinghertogettoyou,I'm

nothavingthatnonsensewithmychildren,this

mantriedtokillmychildren,heleftmeonthe

roadsidekeleinlabourandranoffwithhis

needlepolelikewife.

Dudu:(heldmyarmandturnedmearound)Boo

andigetthat,Bakanghurtyouandhewas

morebrutaltoyourkidsthanhewastomy

daughtersoiunderstandwhyyou'reangry,with

mehewastherebeforeWendycamealongbut

youseeyourboysaregoingtosearchfor

Bakangoneday,18yearsfromnowtheywill

wanttoseethisbastard.Ihopeyou'llbe



preparedtoforthat,you'rewaytooangry...

Me:(tearfully)Youwouldn'tunderstand,he

didn'tforceyoutoabort,hehitmesohardi

bled.Hedidn'twantmykids,hestilldoesn't

wantmykids.Heknowstheyarehisbutdoes

hepopupmoney?No,heknowsjobsarehard

tofindbuthedoesn'tcare,ihavethreechildren

Dudu,three!IammybrothersburdenandI'm

beingtooneedyforfriends,ifeelworthless

rightnowbecausehedecidedtobailoutofhis

responsibilitiesasafather.(rubbedmytears)

hedestroyedmylife

Shehuggedmetightlyaswestoodbehindthe

laundrysection,irubbedmyeyesbehindher

backandshemovedbackwipingmyeyeswith

herotherhand,ilookedatPrincesswhowas

sadlylookingatme....



Me:(smiledtearfully)I'mfinePrincess,thereis

somethinginmyeye

Dudu:(laughedandlookedather)Auntieis

fine...(lookingatme)Icriedatthebush,ke

ipotsadipotso,goreotherwomenmarrytheir

babydaddiesbutI'mherebutthenithought,

thiscouldbegood.WhatevermanI'llhaveinmy

lifewillbetwicethemanBakangis,becausehe

willbeamanthatcanloveanotherman'schild

anddoitbetterthanthebiologicalfather.I'll

respectthatmanwithallmyheart,Asmuchas

IamwillingtosupportBakangandPrincess's

relationshipIamwillingtoloveandrespectmy

mansomuchBakangwillseewhathelost.I'm

donebeingbitter,kehodile....Iwastalkingto

himinthecar,abuwakahaWendyasamo

tsayangsentekteng

Me:(frownedputtingthingsinthetrolley)What

didshedo?

Dudu:Apparentlyshewasalreadypregnantand



thebabycamecoloured,sheisdivorcinghim

andshewantshalfofeverything.His

businesses,hishousesandcar.

Me:(laughedloudly)Hahahasenthee....Karma

ekubugetsemonnawagagoautwa?

Dudu:(laughed)Monnawagagoobonye

maragoaseboko,keraammagaabuwao

phaphalalaaboaphaphalalamogatso,shems

Me:(laughed)Jaanongareomooreng?

Dudu:Gasegoreketolekerennokoomonna

wameompoetse?

Me:(laughed)Boys!

Dudu:IevenplayedDrPhilnyanahootellinghim

hewillgetoverit

Me:Hewouldn'ttellmesuchnonsense,

Okasekealekelemogonna,tabeantholela.

Dudu:(laughed)Hesayshedoesn'tknowhow

tofaceyouandexplaintoyouhowbadhefeels



aboutthewayhetreatedyou,evenaskedmeto

helphimapologiseforthechildren'ssakeandi

toldnahboy,notthistime.Wesatdownfor

yourassevenplanningtobecowivesforyou

andyouactedlikeateenager,faceheryourself.

Me:Andwhatdidhesay?

Dudu:WaiiareheiNalediiscrazy,youknow

howsheis...Blahblahjuststutteringnonsense

Me:Mxm,heshouldn'ttryitonme.Heshould

juststayawayfrommeandmychildren.

Dudu:I'mjusttakinghimasheis,ifhegivesme

aride...Cool,ifhegiveshisdaughtermoney...

Cool,ifhedoesn'tgiveheranything...Idon'task,

gakenastress.I'mabouttostartmybusiness

assoonasIhaveestablishedsomethingI'llbe

lookingfordick,agoodhardoneandI'lldeal

withthatmanthewholenight,nextmorningI'm

openingthedoorforhimtoleave.I'msurethat

sexwouldlastmeanotheryearoruntilifindme



agoodhubby.

Me:(laughed)Goodforyou,youshouldhelpme

withbusinessideas.…ihavealotofideasbuti

getembarrassedsometimes,iwonderwhat

peoplewillthinkseeingmesellingfunnythings.

Dudu:It'snormaltofeelthatwaywhenyou

start,heekanaihaveadegreetheNaledi,I

wentthroughthatbeforeiwenttoIpelegengele

goreitriedeverything,appliedforeverythinggo

pala,gothaloganyanna.Ifwesticktogether

retaswabelaoneachother

Me:(laughed)Yesplease,tutorme...Mentor

meintoit.

Dudu:HowhasMaunbeen?Itfeelslikeihave

beengoneforever

Me:(sighed)Maduocommittedsuicide...

Dudu:(lookedatme)No....I'msosorry,why?

Me:RememberthatthingDitsametalkedabout?



TheguyswereTuelo'sbrothersandthey

claimeditwasn'trape,paintedherbadandi

guessTuelowaskindofangryaboutitsince

shekeptitasecret,hehearditfromthe

brotherssomyguessis,shethoughthewas

donewithherandburnedherselfinthehouse.I

feellikesuchabadfriend,Maduowasalways

thereforusasfriendsbutwealwaysfailedher.

MalatsiakemomisagorekanaJaanongRenei

ismysisterinlaw,werelatedifferentlyand

thingshavechangedhelagakesuresente

abouther.Weusedtobecloserthaniwaseven

toMaduobuteversinceshestarteddatingmy

brotherthingstookanotherturn.

Dudu:HaimmasorrykaMaduo...Reneitotai

don'tknowwhattosay,ifsheisyoursisterin

lawethataakeregapeyou'reyourbrothers

burdensomaybethat'swhy,moneyistheroot

ofevil.Gainfinancialindependenceandseeif

thingswillchange,golechonomalatsiamotho



okagoboragaelemorwalowalonaespecially

elemonkanewagago.

Me:That'strueandiunderstandher

frustrations,idon'tblameherkeblamerene

monnatonayobarengBakang,mxm.

Dudu:(laughed)Forgivehim...Mothoyoke

monnawarona

Me:Monnawagagokenonsense,ihaveaman.

Dudu:Mothoyoobatangmonnakenna,nopse

keerwelengha,kemmalawagorobalenneula

ngwanawamothohankalekapa

Me:(laughed)Hahahawenagirl,haewena

Duduyouchattingneverstopswithyou.Let's

gopay,mykidsmissme.

Dudu:Weshouldbuythemclothesthisside,i

haveafewtipsIgotfromhelpingcustomersat

work.

Me:Thanksalotmma,Winteriscoming,i



wasn'tsurehowiwasgoingtosurvive.

Dudu:Don'tworryaboutit,Princessleene

needsafewclothes....

Wepaidforthethingsigotandwalkedout,

Bakangwasstillsittinginthecarplayinggames

inhisphone.Weglancedathimandpassedto

Pepwhereileftthingsintheshelvesand

followedDuduintheshop.

Wepickedafewcheapbutbeautifulclothesfor

thechildrenandheadedtothetill...

Me:Sowhatishewaitingfor?

Dudu:(laughed)Idon'tknow,maybeMandyis

buyingsomethinginShoprite.

Me:(laughed)HeiswaitingforPrincess,akere

wareyoudon'twanttostandontheirway.



Dudu:MmekanaevenifI'mcivilwithhim,he

won'tgetanythingfromme.I'msurehewill

mistakemybehaviourforlovebutkemono

hela...

Wepaidforthechildren'sclothesandwalked

outholdingplasticsandpassedbyhiscar,he

steppedoutandfollowedusaswewaitedby

theroadwaitingforcarstopasssowecan

crosstheroad...

Bakang:Whydon'tyouleavesomeplasticsin

thecar?Theyseemheavy

Dudu:Wearegoingtoataxi

Bakang:Icandropyouhome.

Dudu:IknowbutI'mwithNalediandshewants

ataxi,idon'tmindaride,itwouldhelpmesave

P20butI'mwithherso...



Helookedatmeandiglaredathimreadyto

snap,hesenseditandswallowedlookingatme,

thetrafficreducedandwecrossedthe

road...............

AtLetsholathebehospital....

LateronTuelowasasleeponthebedashis

motherstaredathim,hersonhadlostweight

andshecouldseehisskeletonjustunderhis

skin.You'dswearhewassufferingfroma

seriousdisease,sheswallowedtearfullyand

satnexttohisbedthensheclosedhereyes

andsilentlyprayed.

Shawnstoodatthedoorforamomentlooking

athismotherandthenhisbrother,sheliftedher



faceandlookedathimthenhewalkedin...

Shawn:Hello

Her:Hello

Shawn:IhurriedasmuchasIcan...Isheokay?

Her:Theyinjectedhimwithsomething,iforgot

thenametheyused.Hehasbeenreferredto

SabranaPsychiatrichospital.

Shawn:(slowlysatandsighed)Whatdoeshe

do?Odirajanghela?

Her:HeistalkingtoMaduo,apparentlyMaduo

waswaitingforhimwhenhegotbackfrom

prison,evenwhenwewereinthehospitalhe

wasstilltalkingandlaughingwithher.(tearfully)

Iknowheisjuststressedbutyouknow

Africans,theyaregoodtosayhereallykilled

herthat'swhyheisgoingmad.Idon'tknow

whatyouboysdidtothisgirlbutlookatyour



brother...LookatwhatyoudidShawn

Shawn:Idon'trememberwhathappened

Mama,iknowshewasn'thappybutthat'sall...

Andit'sdone,wehavetomoveonnow.We

havetohelphimmoveon...

Her:Raphaelwillgetyouintrouble,trustme.

Onedayyouwillremembermeifdon'tchange

yourwaysandifyoureallytoopartinthisgang

rapethenyouneedtokneeldownandaskfor

forgivenessbecauseGodwillwhipyousohard

you'llwishyouweredead.HeisalovingGod

butheisalsoajealousGod,youdon'tgetto

treathisdaughterthewayyoudidandgetaway

withit.You'llrememberthesewordsifyoudon't

taketherightstep......Irecognisedyourvoice

andifthepolicedon'tthinkit'syouonthat

phonerecordingthenGodisintentionallyletting

ithappensohecandealwithyouproperly.You

can'tgetawaywithtreatingawomanlikethat,it

doesn'tworklikethatmyboy.Itaughtthethree



ofyoutorespectwomenandtreatthemlike

theyweremebutonlyTueloheardandacted

likeit,Godwillrewardhimwithagoodlife,a

goodwifeandhappiness.Hewillpullthrough,

I'llprayforhim.GodhelpyouShawn,Godhelp

you.

HeswallowedandsighedlookingatTuelo's

faceashesleptwithhistwofrontteethvisible,

hepushedhislipstogetherclosinghismouth

andfixedhissheetscarefully.......

Atmymother'shouse...

Whenwearrivedhomemymotherwasbathing

thekids,isatnexttoherandfittedthem,Dudu

remainedstandingsmilingfromeartoanother

speechless...



Dudu:Waitsethisisjustamazingmyfriend,

three?

Me:(laughed)Ija

Dudu:Girlkanayou'redone,2boys1girl?All

youhavetodoisraisethem

Me:(laughed)Ineedajoborbusiness

Dudu:(coveredhermouthandshookmy

mother'shand)I'msorryMaAbiI'mjust

surprised,dumelang

Mama:(laughed)Hello,howareyou?

Dudu:I'mfine

Mama:(lookedatPrincess)Hellotinynose,nko

ebatho!Nkaremarobaadipeba,osentsebo

monnao,howareyou?(Princesssmiledather)

I'llgodootherthingsNalediyou'lldressthem

Me:Emma...



Shegotthebathandwalkedout,Dudusatnext

tomeanddressedAtsilewhilePrincessquietly

playedwiththechildren'sfingerssmilingat

them...

AtDorcas'shouse...

ShecollectedKgosi'splateandhandedhima

wetkitchencloth,hewipedhimselfandgaveit

back..

Kgosi:Thanks

MinuteslaterDorcaswalkedbackandsatnext

tohim...



Dorcas:HowisMido?

Kgosi:Idon'tknow,Ihavehadenoughof

disrespectfromthisboy.

Dorcas:Youshouldbepatientwithhim,heisa

miniyouexcepthetalksbackandheisalittle

stubbornbuthewillgetthere.

Kgosi:Resegoisn'tlikethis

Dorcas:Resegoisawoman

Kgosi:Beingamanisn'tanexcusetodoasyou

please,Bakangmustknowthat.

Dorcas:That'strue...Whatidon'tunderstandis

whyhiswifedecidedtostayinGaborone

Kgosi:Andshedoesn'twantustoseeour

granddaughter

MeanwhileBakangparkedoutsideandknocked

walkingin,KgosiandDorcasmovedfarapart

ashewalkedin...



Dorcas:AkonnookokonyatheMido,hao!

Bakang:(staringathisfather)Isawmyfather's

caroutsideandfigureditwouldn'tbeanything

needingprivacy

Kgosi:Thereisn'tanyprivacyneededbutasa

Motswanachildyououghttoknockbeforeyou

enterthengreetpeople,thosearethebasics

Bakang:(walkedtothekitchen)Mamaoapeile

eng?Ketshwereketala

Dorcas:Didn'tyourmothercook?

Bakang:(atefromthepots)Thisistoolittle...

Whydon'tyoucookalotoffood?

Dorcas:Yourfatheratethem?

Bakang:(staringathisfather)Youknow,next

timewhenimarry,I'mgettingtheoppositeof

whatImarriedthefirsttime.Iwouldn'thandle

eatingatmaid'shousewhenI'myourage



Dorcas:(laughed)Dirangletswemontung

yameborra,abetogaleomana

Kgosi:Idon'thavetheenergytotalktohim,

(stood)I'mleaving

Bakang:(walkedoverwithameatpotthathad

Phaletšhe)Iwasn'theretostay,I'llreturnthe

pot...I'mgoingtocheckonafriendatthe

hospital.

Dorcas:Midobusapitsayameplease

Bakang:Etaaboathedimamza...

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Hiswheels

turnedashereversedoutanddialedDudu's

number....

Dudu:Hello?

Bakang:Hi,whereareyou?



Dudu:Oboletsaeng?(hegottongue-tied)Abo

simoloaakereBakang?Abokeikgolegilebeing

civilwithyounowyouthinkit'saninvitation?

Bakang:(smiled)MmagweShoshohagoirwe

yalothemma

Dudu:AeBakang,orrewalelwapahelayoo

nyetseng,idon'twanttobesued.Youknowthe

casewillbebetweenmeandyourwife.

Bakang:AkooiketepelemmagweShosho,

bonaI'mgoingtocheckonTuelo,wasthinking

wecouldgotogetherifyoudon'tmind,hewas

admittedhoursagobecauseofsometypeof

depression.

Dudu:Ohyeahkanahelosthisgirlfriend,nxeh

waitsihaveneverseenamanasgoodas

Tuelo,Nalediwasjusttellingmehisstory.It's

reallysad.

Bakang:Willyoucome?

Dudu:(thoughtfully)Um...Yeah,I'dliketosee



him.

Bakang:Whereareyou?

Dudu:InBoseja,ketswakogoNaledi.

Bakang:Isthatwhyyouaresobitter?Kana

Naledionkilagore,hamponaekareokakgwa.

Dudu:Oneobatagommolaelabanaakereo

thapelwakekukuyagaWendy.

Bakang:(laughed)Keeta

Dudu:Shapo...butwehavetodropCecyat

homefirst.

Bakang:Noproblem

Atthehospital....

AlmostanhourlaterBakangandDuduwalked

inTuelo'sroom,hewassittingonthebed

readinganewspaper...



Bakang:(shoulderbumped)Heyman,what'sup?

Howareyou?

Tuelo:I'mgood...

Dudu:(smiled)Hi

Tuelo:Hi...

Dudu:Iheardwhathappened,I'msorry.

Tuelo:(sighed)Yeah...

Dudu:Haveyouhadanythingtoeat?Ibrought

youthis...

Shehandedhimajuiceandheslowlydrunkit...

Dudu:Didyoubath?

Tuelo:No

Dudu:Letmecheckiftheyhavewarmwater...



Shewalkedintheshower...

Bakang:(staringathim)HowisMaduo?

Tuelo:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit...

Bakang:Irespectthat...

Duduwalkedbackandlookedinhisshelf,she

tookouthisbathingsetandthrewhimatowel...

Dudu:Areyewagothapa..

Bakang:Moneeleotaikisa,youdon'tneedto

escorthim.

Dudu:Don'tbelikethat...Tuksareye...

Hetookoffhist-shirtandthrewitonthebed...



Dudu:(gotit)I'llwashitwhenyoufinishaboke

epegakahasoitcandry.

Tuelo:Thanks...

Dudu:You'rewelcomedarling,don'tmentionit.

Agothapa....

HewalkedintheshowerthenDuducleanedhis

tableandfixedhisbedasBakangglaredat

him...

Bakang:Youdon'thavetodoallthat...You'rea

visitor

Dudu:Iknowbuttheguyjustlosttheloveofhis

life,heislostandactingcrazy,hedeservesa

littlehelp.Don'tyouthink?

Bakang:(withafrownonhisforehead)Just

don'tbetooniceokay?



Dudu:(GrabbedTuelo'scup)Whatever,don'tbe

jealousI'mnotyourgirlfriendandyou'rea

marriedman.Okaboulelaorwelering?Nele

ntsejangbannababanyetseng

Bakang:Gakeboulelebutyoudon'thavetobe

thisnice,hecanbathhimself.

Dudu:HeissickforChristsake!

Bakang:(angrily)OskanthaaChristsake

Duduetsang

Dudu:OskankgalegelaBakang,osekawa

lekela,gakesesosagaleautwa?Ompuiseka

maitseokanagaotsamayaotsamae,I'm

visitingasickpersonandimusthelpwhereverI

can.

Bakang:(calmly)ButseriouslyDuduthemma

sedirejalo,you'regivinghimmixedsignals,this

guyismyfriend.Don'tdothattous..

Dudu:Don'tbesensitive,okay?itdoesn'tsuit

you....(laughedandpinchedhischeek)You're



socutewhenyouarejealous,Wendyshould

cheatonyousomemore

Bakang:(fakedasmiledandpushedherhand)

Don'tjokelikethat...

Dudu:(laughed)Skawara,gakenagojaditsala

tsagagoautwarragweshoshonas?

TuelowalkedbackinthenDuduhandedhima

bottleoflotion,hesatonthebedandapplied

lotiononhisarms....

Bakang:(stood)Wearegoingboy,antagolletsa

beforeoyaSabrana.

Tuelo:Sure...

Theybothwalkedout...



Dudu:Iforgotmyphone...

Shewalkedbackinandtypedhernumberon

Tuelo'sphonethenshepagedherself...

Dudu:Takecare,I'llkeepcheckingonyou

Tuelo:(staringinhercaringeyes)Thanksalot..

Dudu:Anytime...(gavehimhisfood)Ojetherra

wena,youlostweight

Tuelo:(smiled)Yeah

Dudu:Bye...

Shehuggedhimandwalkedout......

AFEWMONTHSLATER.........



Startingtomorrowthe11aminsertwillbe

movedto7pmwhilethelastinsertoftheday

stillstandsat11pm,muchlove..

Co-wife
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AtDudu'shouse...

Shesteppedoutofher1andhalftalkingtothe

phone...

Dudu:Yes...Ohicanseeyounow...Yes...

Shehungupandopenedthegate,avandrove

throughthegateandparkedinfrontofthe



house,twoguyssteppedoutandoffloadedher

tents,chairsandotherdecoequipment.Her

daughterwalkedoutsuckingalollipop,she

liftedherandwalkedaroundinspectingher

orders...

Deliveryman:(tohisguys)Pleaseopenallof

themandtickonthelist

Dudu:Yesplease,iwanttosleepknowingthey

areallinhere...

Deliveryman:Wetakeprideinthat...

Dudu:Isthistheboxwithmyhairproductsand

weaves?

Deliveryman:Yesma'am,pleasecheckthemas

well...

Shecheckedeverythingandsignedthenthey

droveout,sheclosedthegateasherphone



rang.

Dudu:Hello?

Tuelo:Hey..

Dudu:(smiledsurprised)OhmyGod,hi...

Tuelo:(smiled)Yousoundsurprised

Dudu:(laughed)Ididn'texpectyoutocall,how

areyou?

Tuelo:I'mgood,Istoppedtakingthemedication

lastweekandifipasstheassessmentnext

weektheywillreleaseme.

Dudu:Wow...

Tuelo:Yeah,ialsogotmyphonetodayandmy

doctorallowedmetogothroughmypictures

andtellhimmoreaboutmylifeforthepast6

months.

Dudu:And?



Tuelo:(sighed)Idid...It'salwayshardto

imaginewhatmyownbrothersdidtoMaduo

butihaveacceptedit,Iforgivethemthoughi

wantnothingtodowiththem.

Dudu:Iunderstand...DoyoumissMaduo?

Tuelo:(smiled)Yeahbutinadifferentway,I

kindofunderstandsheisgonethoughidon't

haveproofthatsheisreallygoneiunderstand.I

don'twanttothinktoomuchaboutherbecause

itstillstressesmeandmydoctorsaysifIfocus

toomuchaboutitimightslipbackandstart

hallucinations.

Dudu:(laughed)Itmustbefunnywhenyou

hallucinate,I'msorryforlaughing

Tuelo:(laughed)KetagobetsaDudu

Dudu:(laughed)Icanjustimagineyoutalking

toherlike,"OhMaduobaby,mysweettiny

chocolate..Mm..."thenyoustarthumpingthe

air



Tuelo:(laughed)Duduwee?Otilegolelao

ntshwarisanopamaan

Dudu:(moaning)AndshewillbelikeMmm....

OhTux...Ohmyvrrpha...MyGTI...Please

acceleratemyroughrider...Ohmakeme

scream

Tuelo:(laughed)HahahaThat'swhatyou'llbe

sayingnextweek...Justwait

Dudu:(laughed)Hahannakeatshamekarraija

Tuelo:(laughed)Howisourlittlegirl?

Dudu:Sheishere...

Tuelo:moneelephonekanaobeemo

loudspeakereng...

Dudu:(pressedthephoneandputonPrincess's

ear)Talkto-kereomang?

Tuelo:(laughed)KePapamonnaobataareng?

Tuelo?

Dudu:(laughed)Sorryee...



Tuelo:Princie?

Princess:(lookedatthephonehopingtosee

wherethevoicewascomingfrom)mmh?

Tuelo:It'sDaddybabyautwa?

Princess:(touchingthescreen)Papa?

Tuelo:YeskePapa..

Dudu:Sowhenyougetdischargedwhat

happens?TheybringyoutoMaun?

Tuelo:I'llbecomingbackbymyselfithinkbut

Bakangofferedtocollectme,heisonhisway

here.

Dudu:Doesheknowwehavebeenchatting

daily?

Tuelo:No,I'minalittledilemma.Heisreally

supportive,gonejaanahedroveallthewayto

seeme,hechecksonmemorethananyway.I

feellikeI'mbetrayinghim.

Dudu:Butwearenotdatinganymore,don'tfeel



bad.

Tuelo:No,it'snotthat...It'saguycode.Weare

friendsandgirlfriendsandexsareofflimitsand

babymamasareanotherstoryespecially

becausehewantsyou,hetellsmeaboutitbut...

Dudu:(sighed)Igetyou,I'msurehewill

understandwhenwetellhim.

Tuelo:Bakangisbipolar

Dudu:(laughed)OtaaisiwaSabrana

Tuelo:(laughed)Iwouldn'twanthimtohang

himself,nowadaysI'msensitivetoother

people'sfeelingsthat'swhatscaresmeabout

thiswholething.

Dudu:Mmh...

Tuelo:Ican'twaittoseeyouthough...Hahahait

willbeawkwardatfirstbutI'mdyingtoholdyou.

Dudu:(smiled)I'mdyingtobeinyourarmsas

well.



Tuelo:HowisNaledi?

Dudu:Sheisfine,whyareyouaskingabouther?

Tuelo:Iheardyou'refriends,BKtoldme...are

Stuxokae?

Dudu:WhoisStux?

Tuelo:Mthakayomongwewewerefriendsin

jail,gaautwegore...

Dudu:SoheisdatingNaledi?Shekeepssaying

shehasamanthoughshedoesn'twantto

sharemoreabearayalegolegwa?Waitseke

mathata,whatdidhedo?

Tuelo:(laughed)Robbery,thoughhedidmore

thanjustrobberykooredisotsatengtheydidn't

knowexactlywhyhewasenteringthebuilding,

robberywasjusttodistractthemfromthereal

deal.

Dudu:Uhu,whatdidhesteal?

Tuelo:(laughed)Idon'tknow,heissecretive



andpleasedon'tsharethiswithanyone.Heis

mybuddy,hetookcareofmeinprison.

Dudu:Ijoo...Ehe

Tuelo:Alright,I'llcallyouback...Ihaveavisitor

Dudu:Bye

Tuelo:Bye

AtMaunprison....

MeanwhileIsmiledlookingatTumeloashe

walkedoverinhisorangejumpsuit,hehadtied

theupperpartofthejumpsuitaroundhiswaist

ashistightoranget-shirtrevealedhisbody

structureleavinghisirresistiblearmsfor

admiration.

Therewasahugeveingoingdownhisbicep



andseveralothersonhisouterhands.He

walkedlikehewaslisteningtomusicandijust

lovedhowlosethepantswereandhowthe

armsofthejumpsuitwavedaroundashe

walked.Istaredathispackageareaoutof

curiosityandfoundmyselfwonderingjusthow

hedoesit,Ikneweverymanhashiswayof

wigglingthewaistandiwascuriousabouthis

approach.

Heappearedtobeinagoodmood,hiscute

smilewasn'thardtonoticeashepulledthe

chairbackandturneditaroundthenhesat

downputtingbothofhisarmsonthechairback

andstaringatmewithasmile....

Tumelo:(touchedmychin)Warengsthandwa

sami?

Me:(smiledblushing)Skhona



Hesmiledbitinghislowerlipandheldmyneck

leaningoverforakiss,iclosedmyeyes

receivedhisaggressivekissashetiltedhis

headasideandkissedmemore...

Warden:Sibandawee?

Tumelo:(babykissedmeandlookedathim)

Akooiketemestah...

Warden:You'renotsupposedtotouchher,you

knowthat

Tumelo:Whatdifferencedoesitmake?I'llbe

outsoon,chillwiththat.Magolegwaamangwe

kealekwa...

Me:(sighedandheldhishand)I'mrighthere

please..

Tumelo:(sighedandsmiledlookingatme)

Sorry...Hey



Me:(smiled)Hi,whatdoyoumeanbyyou'llbe

outsoon?

Tumelo:Imightgetoutnextweek

Me:Nextweek?

Tumelo:Yeah,ibehavedforthepastthree

monthsasyourequestedsoimightbeout,they

haven'tsaidanythingbutihaveagoodfeeling.

Me:Ihopeyougetoutsoon...I'mlonely....Idon't

getwhyyoumademerentsuchabighouse,

nnakeaboiharra.

Tumelo:(smiled)Atwobedisabighouse?

Me:Whenit'sjustmeandthekidsyes

Tumelo:(laughed)I'llbeoutsoon,expectme

anytime...I'llcomelikeathiefinthenight

(pulledmecloserandkissedme)Yousofine...

Me:(pushedhishands)Gotilweoskantshwara...

Tumelo:Agr...Corruptionekanaabobabatago

nnastrictonkissesandhugs...



Me:(staringathim)Doyoudrink?

Tumelo:Why?

Me:Justcurious

Tumelo:Occasionally,Howarethekids?Howis

Ame?

Me:Theyaregood,heisdoingwell,hegaineda

lotweight.

Tumelo:(smiled)That'smyboy,I'mcomingre

tilegojaphaletsherothe,osenyakadiYoghurt,

Sibandaseatpapa.

Me:(laughed)Behaveandwalkoutofhere,I'm

lonely...

Tumelo:(smiled)Closeyoureyes..

Me:Why?

Tumelo:Justdoit...(Iclosedmyeyes)Doyou

believeinmiracles?

Me:(giggled)Tumistopit,what'sgoingon?



Tumelo:Makeawish,tellGodwhenyouneed

meoutofthisplace...

Ismiledwithmyeyesclosedandwishedhe

couldwalkoutthatverysameday,heleaned

overandkissedme...

Tumelo:Openyoureyes(ilookedathimthen

hesmiledsoftlyandkissedmeagain)Wewill

seehowitturnsout...

AtSabranapsychiatrichospital....

BakangandTueloslowlywalkedovertothe

benches....

Bakang:Ijustwantedtocheckonyou,ihavea



flightat2pm

Tuelo:Thanks

Bakang:(lookedathim)Caniaskyou

something?

Tuelo:Sure

Bakang:Youhavealwaysbeenthemostfair

friendoutofmyfriendsandyouactuallycared

aboutme,andIknowyou'llprobablygiveme

thebestanswersohereitgoes.Webothknow

thosetripletsaremineandidoadmitthatI

havemadebaddecisionsinmylifebutsince

mychildrenaren'teventalkingPrincess

included,doyouthinkit'stoolateformetostep

upandtakeresponsibilityformychildren?

Tuelo:No.

Bakang:You'renotgoingtosaymore?

Tuelo:Well...JustapproachNalediandtellher

thetruth,admityourwrongsandletherknow



whatyouwan-

Tuelo'sphonerang,Bakanglookedatthe

screenandrecognisedDudu'spicturewith"BAE

calling"onthescreen,heswallowedasTuelo

rejectedthecall...

Bakang:SoojolaleDudu?

Tuelo:(swallowedremorsefully)BKit'snot-

Bakangquietlystoodupandwalkedouttaking

hiscarkeysout.Hegotintherentalcarand

droveout...

Atmyhouse...

Laterthateveningiputthekidstobedand



cleanedthelivingroomifanytoyslaying

aroundthenigrabbedsomesnacksandlaidon

thecouchwatchingamovie...Myphonerang....

Me:Hello?

Renei:Hey,justcheckingonyou,malatsiagao

nchekeNaledi.Dididosomethingwrong?

Me:Urh..

Renei:Ifiwrongedyoujustletmeknow

Me:It'scomplicated

Renei:Ifwehaveissuesanddon'ttalkabout

themourfriendshipwillsuffer.Idon'tlikethat,

gonejaanaihadtohearfromyourbrotherthat

youmovedfrommama'shouse.Mygirlfriend

wouldhavetoldmeandevenaskedmetohelp

herpackthehouse,ihearyouwalkaroundwith

Dudu,didshereplaceme?

Me:It'snotlikethat,(sighed)okay,hereisthe



thing-(therewasaknock)Someoneisknocking,

takebuleI'llcallyouba-

Ihungupandopenedthedoor,Tumelopulled

downhishoodiewalkinginandclosedthedoor

thenijumpedintohisarms,heclosedmein

swingingmeonceandputmedownthenhe

leanedoverkissingme...

Heslowlylaidmeonthecarpetkissingme

unzippinghisjeansremovinghisbelt,igrasped

lookingupashepulledouthiswhitevestand

leanedoverkissingme...Therewasanother

knockatthedoorandhepaused...

Tumelo:Whoisthat?

Me:(caughtmybreath)Idon'tknow...(gotup)

letme-



Tumelo:(babykissedme)It'salright,I'llcheckit

out...

Hegotupandopenedthedoorzippinghis

pants,Bakangswallowedstaringupathim...

Tumelo:(frowning)Yeah?

Bakang:Um...(clearedhisthroat)Canitalkto

Naledi?

Tumelo:(staringathim)Elegorewenaomang?

Bakang:I'llcomebackanothertimeifsheis

busy-

Tumelo:Emapele,waakae?(BKturnedfacing

him)Wareomangnemonna?Tsenamo

ntung...

Bakang:No,I'mcool.Ketaabuwaleene

kamoso.



Tumelo:Iwasn'taskingyou,tsenarebuwe....

Bakanguncomfortablywalkedin,islowlypulled

downmygowncompletelysurprisedandsaton

thecouchasTumeloclosedthedoorand

reachedforhist-shirt....

Tumelo:TheycallmeTumeloSibanda,wareo

mang?

Bakang:BakangTawan-

Tumelo:(angrilystaringathim)Areyoufucking

shittingme,whatthefuckareyoudoinginmy

house?........(9t)..

Co-wife
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AtOurhouse....



Icouldseetheintimidationandfrustrationin

hiseyesashefacedTumelo,inevernoticed

howshorthewasuntilTumelowalkedoverto

him,myheartwaspoundinglikeneverbefore

andireallydidn'tknowmuchaboutTumeloand

histempersbutiknewhecouldbringitifneed

beingbecausehesurvivedprisonforyearsand

walkedoutwithoutasinglebitoftrauma...

Bakang:(swallowed)Ididn'tknowitwasyour

houseandI'msorryforjustshowinguplikethis,

ididn'tthinkitthrough.Iwantedtotalkabout

thechildren.

Tumelo:Whichchildren?Didn'tyoutellherto

abort?Didn'tyoubeatheruntilshebled?Didn't

youleaveherstrandedwithyourpregnancy?

Didn'tyouleavehertodeliveryourchildrenon

thesideoftheroad?



Bakang:(lookedatme)Yougotinlabourinthat

day?

Me:Yes

Tumelo:(Bakang'sfacesaddened)Don'ttalkto

her,talktome...Faceme,that'swhoyou're

talkingto.Ididn'tgetyouranswer,oneoreng?

Bakang:Ididn'ttreatherrightandIknowthere

isnothingIcandonowtochangeitbutit

happenedandihaveseenmyerrors,I'mwilling

tocorrectmyself.Iwanttotakepartintheir

lives.

Tumelo:Bycomingtomyhouseatthistimeof

thenight?DoyoureallythinkI'mthatstupid?Do

ilookthatdumb?

Bakang:(lookedatme)Naledicanyouexcuse

usforaminute?(facedhim)Orcanwegetout

andtalkrele2?

Tumelo:Let'sgo...



Bakangquicklyopenedthedoorandwalkedout

asTumelofollowedhim,iwenttothewindow

andmovedthecurtainsjustabittoseethem

thoughIcouldn'thearanything...

BakangleanedagainstthecarasTumelo

invadedhisspacestandingrightinfrontofhim

staringdowninhiseyes...

Tumelo:I'mlistening...

Bakang:(glancedatthedoorandloweredhis

voice)Iunderstandkegodiretsephosomorena

andigetwhyyouareangryaboutmebeing

here,iwouldbetoosoI'msorry,forgivemebut

onethingyoucanbesureofisthatiwasn't

heretohitonheroranythingalongthoselines,i

wantedtotalkaboutthechildren.It's

somethingthathasbeeninmymindforquite



sometimebutbecauseNaledikemothoyoo

buwanggapealedingaloicouldn'tfindtheright

words,isortofhadatalkwithafriendearlier

andijustarrivedsoishotstraightherewiththe

confidenceihadbutkeagothaloganyawaa

bona?it'snotlikeI'mchallengingyouortrying

todisrespectyou.(Tumelostaredathim)can

wesolvethisissuelikemen,that'sallI'masking

for.Idoubtyouwouldwanttofightinfrontof

heraswell...

Tumelo:(hecooledaslistenedtohisplea)

Don'tevercometomyhouseatthistimeor

evencomenearherinthatkindofmanner,She

isminenow,doyouunderstandthat?

Bakang:Iunderstandthat-

Tumelo:(slowlyheating)Nokebatagoreo

thaloganyegoregakerekewamekeraajang

becausennalaitakagakemotholegobuwa,i

won'texplainthistoyouagain.Ifyou'regoingto

makethisagameyoumightnotlikehowI'll



respond.

Bakang:(swallowed)Kerilekeagothaloganya,

lennagasegorekeratagobuwathat'swhy

nekebatareebuwarele2redulehagoene

becausedilotsedingweokgonagodithalosa

botokamantoman,gagothokahalegoreo

tenegehelayaakaekareomphithetsekerobala

Naledi...Gawamphithelakerobetseleene,

waabona?Andididn'tcomeherewiththose

kindofintentionsbutiunderstandyourconcern

that'swhykereintshwarele.Kanagakebuwe

sentemorena?

Tumelo:Ijustdon'ttrustanymanaroundmy

girlandunlikemostguyshakegohithelale

mosadiwamekeagonyedisabecauseiamman

andiknowevenifawomantellsmesheis

takenitwouldn'tstopmefrompursuingher,

youandibothknowevenawomanwitharing

onherfingergetspursuedandthat'skindof

disrespectingtheguy,ithasnothingtodowith



her.Whoknows,Youcouldhavebeencoming

heretheminutemyfriendmovedherherewith

thefullknowledgethatshewassharingwith

me.

Bakang:ThisisthefirsttimeI'mcominghere...

Tumelo:Thenhowdoyouknowwhereshe

stays?DoyouthinkI'mstupid?

Bakang:I'mingoodtermswithDuduandsheis

friendswithher,idroppedheratthegatethe

othertimebutihaveneverbeeninside,you're

notunderstandingmypoint,nnagakebate

Naledi...(raisedhishand)Iamamarriedman,

trytounderstandthat....(Tumeloranoutof

words)Nthaloganyamorena

Tumelo:(sighed)Juststayawayfromherandif

youreallywanttohavearelationshipwiththese

children,youdon'tjustshowup,youdoitthe

rightway,gapeothaloganyegorethey'remy

children,itakecareofthem.Gaoitsegore



budgetyabonekebokaekakgwedi,ido...I

tookcareofthemfrombehindthebarssoska

akanyagoreyoucanintimidatemehela

becausetheyareyoursbiologically,Iknowthe

damnlawinandout,ireadeverylawbookfor

thelast4yearswheniwasinprison.Theywere

mydailydoseso-

Bakang:Andihavenoproblemwiththat,nna

kanagakegane,ojampahelammegakegane.I

knowtheyareyoursandI'mnottryingto

replaceyou,ijustwanttobevisitedeveryonce

inawhilebutretaebuwa,notlikethisbecause

you'reobviouslynotreadytotalkaboutit.

Tumelo:(sighed)Listenireallywishwecould

talkforlongbutijustgotout,ineedtoempty

myvesselsso...OnceNalediandihavetalked

shewillcontactyou,shewillcallyounotyou

callingher

Bakang:(sighed)That'sgoodwithme.Thanks...

(tookouthishandforahandshake)Nicetalking



toyou,ibelievethiswon'thappenagain.ketsaa

goreewetse...

Tumelo:(lookedathishandandremainedwith

hisarmsfoldedstaringathim)Ungaphinda

futhingikuqumaamasende....(Bakanglooked

athimcluelessly)Hamba....

Hetookouthiscarkeysandunlockedthecar

thenhegotinanddroveoff.

Meanwhileiletgoofthecurtainsandsatonthe

couchwaitingformyturn,Ihadnoideawhat

kindofamanhewasanditscaredthehellout

ofme...

Hewalkedbackinandclosedthedoorasi

lookedathisfacefearfullytryingtoreadhis

mind...



Tumelo:Areyouokay?

Me:Yeah...

Hesatnexttomeonthecouchandleanedover

kissingme,therewassomethinguniqueinhis

breathanditturnedmeonashepressedme

downandgotontopofmeputtinghishand

undermygownthenhepulleddownmy

panties...

Me:Whatdidhesay?

Tumelo:Don'tworryaboutit

Me:(hekissedmyneck)Ididn'tcallhim

Tumelo:(pausedandlookedatme)Iknow...

Me:Soyou'renotangrywithme?

Tumelo:No,(touchedmychinandbabykissed



me)Ican'tbeangryatyousthandwasami...

Ijustlovedthewayhecalledme,itwasn'tmuch

aboutthewordsbuttheaccent,hisdeeprocky

voiceandthewayhelookedatmylipsjust

beforekissingme,iclosedmyeyesand

receivedhisweightashelaidonmekissingme,

heunhookedhisbeltandunzippedhisjeans

pullingthemdown...Ibitmylowerlipstaringat

thebulgeonhisbriefsasitstretchedthemup,

hepulledmyfaceupandkissedme,islowlyput

myhandinhisbriefsandtouchedthehead

goingdown...Hepausedkissingmeandlooked

atmyhandstrokinghimthenhelookedinmy

eyesagain,hiseyeswerefilledwiththirst.

Hereachedformyfoldsandcaressedthem

gentlythenhepressedhistwofingersinside,i

helplesslyletgoofhisdickandgrabbedthe



sheetsslightlyopeningmymouththenhe

leanedoverandkissedme,heslowlypulledout

andheldhisdickstrokinghimselfgettingready

toimpaleme....hesmackedmyentranceand

liftedhisbodytoslidedownbutblockedhim...

Me:(whispered)Aparacondom....

Tumelo:(frowned)What?

Me:Aparacondom

Tumelo:No,iheardyouthefirsttime,areyou

serious?Idon'thaveacondomwithme,babe

comeon...(desperatelystaringatme)Iwantto

feelyourflapsaroundmydickandfeelyour

walls,iwantthewholefrictiononme.

Me:Wehaven'ttested

Tumelo:I'mnegativebutIcanwaitaboretester

inthemorning,idon'twantacondom.

Me:it'snotjustaboutthat



Tumelo:Thenwhat?

Me:I'mnotoncontraceptivesandIdon'twant

anotherbaby.

Tumelo:I'llwithdraw

Me:I'mnotcomfortablewithit...

Tumelo:Wewillgettheemergencypills...Babe

themmaskairayalokeagokopa,iwaslooking

forwardtothis...It'sbeenyearssinceIhavehad

this...iwanttofeelallofyou(touchedmycheek

andstaredatme)Please...

Me:Ican'tdealwithanotherfatherlessbaby,I

thoughtyoucamewithcondoms,youhadtime

tocutyourhair,shaveandputonniceclothes...

Tumelo:Naledikanannagakebategodirisa

condommogowena

Me:Nnakeaebata

Tumelo:Can'twetestinthemorningthen?I'm

willingtowait...



Me:No,I'mnothavingunprotectedsexunless

I'moncontraceptives.Theywon'tgive

contraceptivesuntilsomeoneisontheir

periodsunlessyou'rewillingtowait3weeksfor

myperiod,justgobuycondoms.Ihavebeen

playedbeforegakebatengwanayoosenang

rragwe,imadethethatmistaketwiceandI'm

notmakingitagain.

Tumelo:Keengoakanyagorenkalatha

ngwana?I'mtakingcareofmydaughterandI'm

theonlyparent,whywouldIdenymychild?

Me:Youallsaythatandchangeoncethebaby

ishere

Heslowlygotupandputonhisclothesstaring

atme...

Tumelo:Idon'twanttorapeyousogood

night....



Hewalkedoutandslammedthedoor.....

AtTemo'shouse....

LaterTemosteppedoutofthehouseputtingon

hist-shirtandshoulderbumpedwithhisfriend,

Bakangleanedagainstthecarholdingabottle

ofstillwater...

Temo:Gotyourmessage,Osure?

Bakang:(tearfully)Yeah

Temo:Tuelocanneverdothat,malobahelaha

nerebuwakaTrevor,mathakaelegorekeeng

bagodirajaananebanna?

Bakang:(laughedshakinghishead)Andto

thinkthesearethesameguysihelpedbewho



theyare,balebetsewheretheycomefromand

howtheygotwheretheyare.Trevorkemo

neetssstartupcapital,Tuelokemokwaletse

chequeforhiscarandthesuckerneverpaidme

acentbutneverhadievertroubledhimabout

it,theyborrowmoneyfrommeandneverreturn

itandnowtheydothis.Trevoribilekammona

butTuelo?

Temo:(sighed)Istillcan'tbelievethis,gase

goresantseatsenwanyana?Maybehethinks

sheisMaduo

Bakang:Ijustlefthimlikethat,iwon'tfight

them.KetilegomotogelahelajaakaTrevorand

iwon'tevenaskformymoney.Ideserveitfor

beingtoostupidbelievinginthisfriendships

andboundaries.

Temo:Tueloisnotbeingfair,howareyoutwo

goingtorelatemogoPrincess?Kantecan'tthey

findwomenyouhaven'tsleptwith,whymust

theybedesperateenoughtopickyourgirls?It's



justbullshit,iftheypullthisonmybaby's

motherI'llcuttheirballs.Badithala...Nxla...So

yaanongwareNaledieneorileng?

Bakang:Sheisdatingajailbird,heisjustway

tooaggressiveandhewantedtoattackme,i

hadtocalmhimdown.

Temo:(laughed)ididn'tmeantolaughbutare

youserious?Areyousureitwasn'ttheother

wayaround?

Bakang:No,andIdon'tthinkkeMotswana.He

lookslikeaforeignergatweSibanda

Temo:Sibandakeskaeyaanong?Mzimbabwe

kanaMsataafrika?

Bakang:Idon'tknowbutenekeeneTumelo...

(rubbedhisfaceandsighedfrustratedly)urhhhh

Idon'tevenknowwhyI'mlivinganymore,

nothingisworkingoutwellforme.

Temo:Don'ttalklikethat



Bakang:(sighed)Kenalestresssesebokete

laitakagakebategogoaketsa,Ihavea

headache.

Temo:Youwouldn'tdoanythingextremeakere?

Bakang:No,ijustwanttogotobed.(hisphone

rangthenheswitcheditoff)

Temo:Whoiscalling?

Bakang:TueloleDudu,baantapisa.Idon't

knowwhytheyarecallingmebecausegakeaba

rayasepe.

Temo:Letguiltconsumethem,Gobathand

sleep,wewilltalkinthemorningakere?

Bakang:Sure

Hetookouthiskeysandunlockedthecar

staringatTemo...



Bakang:Shapo

Temo:Agorobalalaitakaretaabuwaphakela

Bakang:sure

HegotinthecaranddroveoffasTuelo

watchedhimthenhewalkedbackinsideand

closedthedoor.

AtKgosi'shouse....

LateronatmidnightKgosiandmmaKgosi

weresleepingwiththeirbacksfacingeach

other,MmaKgosi'sphonelitthedarkroomasit

rangsilentlybuttheycouldn'thearit,after

severalcallsKgosi'sphonewokethem,he

slowlyreachedforit...



Kgosi:(yawning)Hello?...(hiseyeswidenedand

hesatup)What?Areyousureit'shim?

Mmakgosi:(gotuplookingathim)What

happened?.............

.
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LateronatmidnightKgosiandmmaKgosi

weresleepingwiththeirbacksfacingeach

other,MmaKgosi'sphonelitthedarkroomasit

rangsilentlybuttheycouldn'thearit,after

severalcallsKgosi'sphonewokethem,he

slowlyreachedforit...



Kgosi:(yawning)Hello?...(hiseyeswidenedand

hesatup)What?Areyousureit'shim?

Mmakgosi:(gotuplookingathim)What

happened?

Kgosi:Thankyou,pleasedon'tmakeany

records,I'llbethereinaminute...Bye

Hehungupandswitchedonthelights...

MmaKgosi:Whathappened?

Kgosi:(puttingonhisshirt)Bakangsleptbehind

thewheelandalmosthitanothercar,takeyour

ATMcard,wemightneedtomakesome

transactions

Mmakgosi:Whereisyourcard?

Kgosi:Iforgotitattheoffice



Mmakgosi:OrmaybeyougaveittoDorcas?

Kgosi:Oursonisintrouble,isthatwhatyou

wanttodiscuss?

Mmakgosi:Andhehasbeengettinginalotof

troublelately,it'sexhausting.Really,Ithought

whenhegrowsupwewillstopbribingpeople.

Kgosikeptquietandhurriedtothecarasshe

followedhimandtheydroveout.....

MinuteslaterKgosiparkedbehindthepolice

highwaypatrolcarandsteppedout,Bakang

wassittinginsidewithhisheaddown,the

officerlefthiscolleaguesandapproachedthe

chief....

Officer:Kgosi...

Kgosi:Hello,whathappened?



Officer:Hewasspeedingandwecheckedhis

alcohollevel,it'swayoverthelimitandishould

takehiscarbutirememberedmyencounter

withhimafewyearsago...

Kgosi:Whichone?

Officer:Whenhewas19,theclubincidentwith-

Kgosi:Ohyes,yes....Ofcourse,it'syou...

(countednotes)Thanksofficer,hismotherwill

drivehiscar,letmegethim.

Officer:I'llhelphimgetinthecar,okgaogikego

kgaoga...

Kgosi:Hehasbeengoingthroughsomethinghe

didn'twanttodiscuss,itmusthavetakenitstoll

onhim.….

TheofficerhelpedBakanggetinthecarthen

hismotherfollowedtheminhiscar.Thetraffic

officerhidtheothernotesandwalkedoverto



theotherswheretheydividedtheremaining

notesequally...

MeanwhileKgosiglancedhissonand

continueddriving....

Kgosi:Whathappened?

Bakang:(stuttering)Ionlyhad3shots...

Kgosi:Imean,whyareyoudrinking?Youreally

needtostarttalkingaboutyourfeelings,it

doesn'tmakeyoulessofamanotherwiseyou'll

enduphangingyourself.

Bakang:(sighed)WheredoIstart,mywifehad

aPortuguesebabybutthat'snottheproblem,it

reallydidn'thurtmeasmuchbecauseIguessi

wasjusttooexcitedaboutherarrivaland

thoughtiwasinlove,whathurtsthemostis

thatshemademeabandonmyownchildren



andIwasdumbenoughtodoitnowmy

childrenareothermen'sstepchildren.Inever

thoughtI'dbeoneoftheseguyswhodon'thave

arelationshipwiththeirchildren...Naledihates

me,shefeelssickjustlookingatmeandDudu

decidedtodatemypsychoticfriendwhotalks

tothedead.

Kgosi:(sighed)Itoldyou,didn'titellyou?(he

keptquiet)nowadayswomendon'tletyears

passhopingyou'dgrowup,theycrytodayand

moveontomorrow,nextweekyourchildcalls

anothermandaddythefollowingyearsheishis

wife,thingsaren'tthatslowanymore.

Bakang:Nalediisdatingacriminalandhe

threatenedme.Hegotinmyfaceandmumbled

languagesIdidn'tevenunderstand,heprobably

insultedmewiththatshithespoke.

Kgosi:Nowthat'swhereboundariescomein,he

shouldknowwhoyou'reandheshouldremain

onhislane.Whywouldyoubeintimidatedbya



commoner?

Bakang:Iwasn'tintimidated

Kgosi:Yousoundverymuchintimidated,Isthat

whyyou'redrinking?Boyyouhaveroyalblood

flowinginyourveinsandthatmeanspower,

don'tabuseitbutdon'tletitmeannothingtoo,

nooneshouldhavetheconfidencetothreaten

youtoyourface,ithoughtyou'resmarterthan

that?Whereismyboy?WhereisthePrince?

WhatdidMandydotoyouthatmadeyouso

weak?Whereismyboy?Whereismygogetter?

Bakangthoughtfullylookedoutsideashis

fathercontinuedtalking.....

Atourhouse....

MeanwhileIpeedandflashedthetoilettheni



mademywaytothebedroomwhereIswitched

offthelightsandlaiddown,forthefirsttimein

alongtimeimissedMaduo,icouldbetelling

herhowhornyiwasandshewouldlaughatme.

Icouldn'tbelieveTumelowalkedawayfromsex

afterspendingyearsbehindbarsjustbecause

hedidn'twanttouseacondom....

Itossedandturnedforhoursconsideringtocall

Reneiandtalkabouthimbutiknewshewas

probablylayingonmybrother'schest...My

phoneinterruptedmythoughts....

Me:Hello?

Tumelo:Sthandwasam

Ismiledblushingandturnedaroundlyingmy

headonthepillow,hesoundedrelaxedhewas



probablyinbedandsleepytoo...

Me:Hi

Tumelo:(smiled)Wareng?

Me:Akeresepe

Tumelo:Ithinkwejusthadourfirstfight

Me:(smiled)Ithinksotoo...Ican'tbelieveyou

showedmethatbeautifulthinginyourboxers

andwalkedaway,whyareyoudoingthistome?

Tumelo:(laughed)Sorry

Me:I'mmadatyou

Tumelo:(smiled)samehere...Iactually

touchedapussy,kanait'sbeenawhilewaitse

tota?Thelastfewdaysbeforeigotreleased

youwereallicouldthinkabout.

Me:Thenwhycan'tweuseacondom?

Tumelo:Ihavenothingagainstcondomsbuti



justdon'twantthatkindofbarrierbetweenme

andyou,iwanttoconnectwithyouandfeel

yourheartbeatwithmydick.Ifihavetowait

weeksforitthenI'llwaitforyouthoughI'm

dyingtoseefeelyou.

Me:(sighed)Iunderstandyou...Sowhereare

you?Ihopeyouarenotatsomegirl'shouse.

Tumelo:I'matmymother'slyingonthecouch

wearingmydaughter'sblanket,idon'tcheatand

iexpectthesamethingfromyou,icandeal

withalotofthingsrationallybutcheating?I

don'tknowhowtohandlethatlikeanadult.

Me:(laughed)Nooneisevergoodathandling

thingslikethatandinevercheat.

Tumelo:I'mmeetingKentomorrowtoseemy

newofficespaceandtakealookatmynew

equipment.

Me:You'regoingtohaveanoffice?Doingwhat

exactly?



Tumelo:(laughed)Ihavefourchildrento

support,youdidn'tthinkI'ddothatbyjust

sittingonthecouchdidyou?

Me:(smiled)No,sowhatdoyoudo?

Tumelo:Wewilltalkaboutitastimegoeson,

gotosleep...

Me:Oh

Tumelo:I'llcallyouinthemorning.Goodnight..

Me:Goodnight

Ihungupandwenttobed.....

AtMrsSibanda'shouse....

ThenextmorningshewokeuptoloudNigerian

hitsandwalkedtothekitchentyinghergown,

Tumelowaswhistlingstandingbythestove



fryingeggs.....

Her:AobathoTumitherrawarethodia,ngwana

orobetsekana

Tumelo:(smiled)Goodmorningbeautiful...go

backtobedI'mbringingyoubreakfastinbed.

Her:Ketagokopelakoprisongaperesalerere

hu

Tumelo:(laughed)WhattimedoesAprilwake

up?

Her:verylate

Tumelo:Aright,I'llgetherreadyforschooland

dropheroff.

Her:It'saholiday,sheisn'tgoingtoschool

Tumelo:Great,I'llspendthewholedaywithher

Her:Buttakehertothesalonfirst,iundidher

hairyesterday...Oryoucandropheroffatthe



ladywhodoesherhair,sheisverygoodwith

thechildren.Shenevercrieswhenshedoesher

hair.

Tumelo:Noproblem,you'llgivemehernumber

Her:Ee,it'sinmyphone.....AtleasttodayI'll

havetimetogocheckoutmygarden(walked

outthenshewalkedback)....HowisNaledi?

Tumelo:(tookouttheplates)Sheisfine

Her:Itdoesn'tlooklikeit,whydidyoucome

backsolatelastnight?

Tumelo:It'scomplicated

Her:Didyouharassher?

Tumelo:(laughedandturnedaroundfacingher)

Isthathowyouseemenow?

Her:You'rethief,nothingsurprisesmeanymore,

myTumelocouldhavediedbehindthoseprison

barsyearsago.

Tumelo:Prisondidn'tchangeanythingabout



me,I'mstillthesame.

Her:Sowhydidyoucomeback?

Tumelo:Wehadamisunderstanding,idecided

towalkawaybeforeicoulddosomething

stupid.

Her:Theargumentwasthatserious?

Tumelo:(laughedandlookedtheotherway)It

wasn'tanargumentassuch...Iwanted

somethingthewayshedidn'twantitandididn't

wanttoforcehersoileft.

Her:(shecaughtit)Oh...Oh...Forgetiever

asked..

Tumelo:(laughedtakingouthiswallet)Hereis

myATMcard,thishouseneedsrenovation.

Her:Tuminoplease,notthisagain...

Tumelo:Myaccountswerefrozen,theycouldn't

findanythingwrongwithmymoneyandgave

meaccesstothem.It'scleanmoney...Allthe



moneyIgotfromtheybreakinwasrecovered

bythepolice,takethecard.Iwouldn'tgiveyou

stolenmoney,irespectyou...(shereluctantly

tookit)Iwouldnevergiveyoustolenmoney.

(puthiswalletbackinthepocketandhanded

herbreakfasttray)Hereyougo....

Her:Thankyou..

Shewalkedoutthenhewalkedpassedherand

slowlyopenedhisdaughter'sdoor.Hesatdown

andpulledoutherblanketsmiling...

Tumelo:(heshookhershoulder)April?April

April:(shepushedhishandhalfasleep)Mmh-

mmh

Tumelo:(laughed)Alright,I'mgoingtothemall,

I'mgoingtobuymyselfsomedolls...



Sheturnedaroundrubbinghereyeslookingat

him,herJawsdroppedasshesmiledsurprised,

sheleapedupandjumpedinhisarms....

Tumelo:Heybaby...Howareyou?

Sheheldhimtightlyandbeguncrying...

Tumelo:(lookedather)Aprilareyoucrying?

Shelookedtheotherwayembarrassedand

rubbedhereyes,hehuggedheragainasherbig

hairgotonhisface,hepinneditdownand

stoodupcarryingheronhischestashewalked

out...

Tumelo:Areyoureadyforschool?



April:(sniffed)Idon'twanttogotoschool...I

wanttobewithyou,areyougoingbackto

prison?

Tumelo:(laughed)I'mkidding,grandmasays

it'saholidayandyou'renotgoingtoschool...I

missedyousomuch

Heplacedheronthekitchencounterand

touchedherhairsmiling...

Tumelo:Youevenhavelonghair...(shesmiled

andhelaughed)Andyoulostyourfronttooth?

April:(laughedandtouchedtheotherone)And

thisoneisabouttofallout

Tumelo:(laughed)Thatmeansyoucan'teat

meat

April:(laughed)Ieatmeat...



Hegotthetrayandgrabbedherputtingheron

hischestashewalkedtothelivingroomwhere

heputherdownandhandedhertheplate...

Tumelo:Finisheatingthenwearegoingtosee

myoffice,you'realsogoingtoseemyfriend,if

youlikehershecanbeyourmomtoo

April:Isshenice?

Tumelo:Sheisverynice,shehasthreebabies-

April:(graspedsmiling)BabieslikeLillian'slittle

sisterwhosucksherfingers?

Tumelo:Iguessso...

April:Iwanttoseethebabiesfirst,caniseethe

babies?

Tumelo:Ifyoufinishyourfood,yes....

Shecontinuedeatingashepulledhislaptopout



ofthebagandgotonline......

AtDudu'house....

Laterthatmorningshesatbehindherhouse

andmadeherlacewigswhilesunbasking....

Princesswalkedoverwithaheavywetdiaper...

Dudu:(smiled)Goodmorning....

Sheputherwigonthechairandliftedher

walkingbackinthehousetocleanherupthen

herphonerang....

Dudu:Hello?

Voice:Hi,gatweketisengwanaategologa,are

youavailable?



Dudu:Um...Yes,isitanewcustomerorits

someoneiknow?

Voice:HernameisApril,apparentlyyoudidher

hairinthepastidon'tknow

Dudu:AprilwagammaSibandatheladywho

attendsIPCC?

Voice:Yeah,that'sher

Dudu:(laughed)Keamotshwara,waboatilego

nthodiaabalabala,eemotise

Voice:Whereareyou?

Dudu:I'llsendyouthedirections.

Voice:Bye

Shehungupandsenthimamessagethenshe

cleanedherdaughter.Minuteslatershewalked

outandputherontheblanketthenshe

continuedmakingherwig...



LaterasilverHummerdrovethroughthegate,

sheturnedherheadandstaredatitasit

approachedandparkedafewfeetawayfrom

her.Thedooropenedthenhesteppedout,if

evertherewasthewayaman'sbodyshould

lookhewasagoodexample...

Heslippedthecarkeysinhisblackjeansback

pocketandopenedthebackdoorthenhe

leanedin,hist-shirtliftedjustabitexposinghis

beltandshortsthenhemovedbackcarryinghis

daughter,heclosedthedoorandwalkedover.

Shedidn'tneedtobetold,shecouldtellhewas

thefather......

Sheswallowedandputherwigdownthenshe

lookedatherselftomakesureshewasn'tdirty,

hesmiledandputhisdaughterdown...



Him:Hi

Dudu:Hi..Sowhatisshedoing?

Him:Idon'tknowjustmakeherpretty,how

muchisgoingtocost?

Dudu:I'lldosoftdreadsonher...Itwillcost

P100,didyoubuyanyhair?

Him:Ididn'tbuyanything,(tookouthiswallet)I

wouldn'tknowwhattobuy,can'tyoubuyit?

Dudu:Ihaveafewpacksinstock,I'llusethat(to

her)HiApril

April:Hello?

Dudu:ThepackisP50

Him:(gaveherP200)Alright...Doesittakelong?

Dudu:2hours

Him:Alright,I'llwaitinthecar...(snappedhis

fingersatPrincessasshewalkedover)Hello!



April:(liftedherbitingherlowerlip)Hernameis

Princessandshebites,shebitmyfingerlast

time

Him:(laughedandrubbedPrincess'shead)

Doesn'tshedisturbyou?

Dudu:(swallowedstaringathischest)No,she

ispeaceful...

Him:AlrightI'llwaitinthecar,I'llbetyping

somedocuments

Dudu:(lookingathislips)Noproblem...

Shewatchedhimashewalkedbacktothecar

andsatinside,headjustedhisseatandputhis

headphonesonthenhebegantypinghis

documentlisteningtomusic.....

Meanwhileshesighedandbegundoinghis

daughter'shair...



Dudu:Aprilwhereismommy?Ialwaysseeyou

withyourgrandma,mamaokae?

April:GrandmasayssheiswiththeAngelsin

theskyandthatonedaywhenwealldiewewill

meetherthereandliveinparadisetogether.

Dudu:Isthatyourfather?

April:(playingwithPrincess)Yes

Dudu:What'shisname?

April:Daddy

Dudu:Yes,iknowheisdaddybutwhat'shis

name?

April:IcallhimDaddy

Dudu:Wheredoeshestay?

April:InPrison,butheisnotgoingthereany

more,hestayswithmeandgrandma.

Dudu:Whatdidhedotogetinprison?



April:Hisfriendstoleandliedtothepoliceand

theycaughtDad.

Dudu:Isee,doesDaddyhaveagirlfriend?Do

youeverseehimwithafriendwhoisawoman?

April:No,hisfriendisKennedyandhebuysus

foodwhendaddyisatprison.

Dudu:Isee...

Almost3hourslatersheknockedonhis

window,hetookofftheheadphonesand

steppedout.

Heclosedthedoorlookingathisdaughter,a

smilebeganashelookedatherthenhelifted

herupandkissedheronthecheek...

Him:Lookatyou!Wow...Youlookbeautiful,

exceptyoudon'thaveatooth(theyalllaughed



andheputherdown)Getinthecar

Shegotinthecarandpulledheraseatbelt

thenheclosedthedoorandsmiledpinching

Princess'schin...

Him:Thanksforborrowingusyourmommy

littlelady,youcanhavehernow

Dudu:(smiledblushing)Anytime...

Him:(openedthedoor)Bye

Dudu:(heartpounding)Wait...(hepaused

lookingatherthenshegatheredallofher

confidenceandsighed)Canyoukissme?..........
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AtDudu'shouse....



Heslowlysmiledlookingatherandfinally

laughed,shelaughedcoveringherfacewithher

handtotallyembarrassed....

Tumelo:I'mgay...Idoguysonly.I'mnot

attractedtowomen.

Dudu:(laughed)I'msorry,Ican'tbelieveijust

saidthat.

Tumelo:(laughed)Don'tworryaboutit

Dudu:IswearI'mnotthatkindofawoman..

Tumelo:It'scool,ithappenshey

Dudu:(swallowedembarrassed)Ican'tbelievei

saidthat,iamsoembarrassedrightnow...

Tumelo:(laughed)Heycomeon,don'tbe

embarrassed...ifitmakesyoufeelbetteriwon't

tellanyoneaboutit,howisthat?



Dudu:Better(hecontinuedlaughingandshe

joinedinlaughing)Whyareyoulaughingatme?

Tumelo:(laughed)I'mnotlaughing

Dudu:(laughed)Stoplaughing,You're

embarrassingme

Tumelo:(laughed)Iswearyouhavetoworkon

yourpunchlines...

Dudu:(laughed)Ididn'tplanit,itjustcameout

becauseyouwereleavingandiwasshaking...

Tumelo:(laughed)Noman,yousuckatthisbut

youarefunny,gaoutwe

Dudu:(laughed)Canyoujuststoplaughing...

Tumelo:(gotinandclosedthedoorthenhe

rolleddownthewindow)You'reaverybeautiful

womanandIfiwasn'tgayiwoulddefinitelykiss

you...You'reverybeautiful

Dudu:(smiled)Thanks...funnyenoughyoudon't

lookgay



Tumelo:Iamthemanofthewhole

arrangement-thingy...Thee-youknowhowit

goes

Dudu:(laughed)Monnawateng,igetit

Tumelo:(smiled)Yes,that...Takecare...

Dudu:Bye

Hereversedanddroveoutasshewalkedback

inthehouse....

AtKen'soffice....

MinuteslaterTumelopulledintotheparkinglot

asAprilsangplayingwithherteddy....

April:(shakingherhead)Despaaaaacito

ThisishowwedoitdowninPuertoRico



Ijustwannahearyouscreamingay,bendito!

Icanmoveforevercandoestécontigo

Pasitopasito,savesavecito...Pokitopokito

Tumelo:(laughedandlookedather)whatare

yousinging?

April:(laughedshyly)Lillianwasplayingiton

herphone...

Tumelo:(laughed)Youshouldtellhertosendit

tomesoIcanlistentoit...Itsoundsfunny.

Heparkedthecarandsteppedoutthenheheld

hisdaughter'shandandwalkedtowardshis

friend...

Ken:What'sup?

Tumelo:Cool(threwhimthekeysandhe

caughtthem)Thehairtooklongerthani



thought.

Ken:Don'tworryaboutit,ididn'tneedthecar.

Didyouaccessthesystem?

Tumelo:Yeahbutiwanttoobservethe

transactionsforacoupleofweeksbeforedoing

anything.

Ken:(gavehimthekeys)Thisisforyouroffice,i

didthebesticould,

Tumelo:Sure,I'lltakeitfromhere...dropthose

computersatmymother'shouse.

Ken:(smiled)IhavehadenoughofMrs

Sibanda'spreaching

Tumelo:(laughed)youneedtheholyspiritbruh..

Ken:(laughed)Seeyou,bythewaythekeysfor

theJeepareattheoffice,ehaparkinglot.

Tumelo:Didyouserviceit?

Ken:Ioccasionallyusedit,itwasn'tparkingthe

entiretime.



Tumelo:Alright,thanks

Heturnedandwalkedawayholdinghis

daughter'shand....

Tumelo:Whatdoyouwanttobuy?

April:Iwantabigbigteddybear...Abiggerand

biggestoneever...

Tumelo:Let'sseeifwecanfinditaroundhere...

Theywalkedintoashop.....

AtDudu'shouse....

Shelaidonthebedwhileherdaughterwas

playingnexttoher,shewasstillembarrassed

aboutwhathappenedandshefoundherself



wishingshecouldundoit...

Shereachedforherphoneandfoundacouple

oftextmessages.

Tuelo:Hi,itriedcalling,whyaren'tyou

answering?

Tuelo:(5minutesafterthe1stone)Please

answerthephone.

Tuelo:(10minutesafter)CalledBKandhe

didn'tanswer,istheresomethingIshouldknow?

Idon'tunderstandwhyimustcallyouforhours

withoutgettingananswer.

Tuelo:(12minutesafter)Iguessonecan'tbe

luckytwice,bye

Tuelo:(16minutesafter)Pleasedon'thurtme,I

loveyouandyou'remyonlysourceof

happiness.Yougivemehope,ifyouhaveeyes



forotherpeopleletmeknowbeforeIfallway

deeper.Pleaseanswerthephone,allsortsof

thingsarecomingtomymind.

Shedialedhisnumberandlaidonherback...

Tuelo:Hello?

Dudu:Hi,sorry...Iwasattendingaclient.Itwas

achildsoittooklonger.I'mnotgoingtocheat

onyou,stopaccusingmeofdoingthingsi

didn'tdo.

Tuelo:Sorry,iwasalittlestressedbecause

Bakangisn'tansweringmycalls,ithought

you'rewithhim.

Dudu:Idon'twantBakang,heisnothingmore

thanPrincess'sfather.

Tuelo:I'msorry

Dudu:(sighed)Anywayhowisthesituationat



work?

Tuelo:TheyletmegosoI'llbesearchingfora

jobassoonasIgetout..

Dudu:Areyourentingthathousekanakeya

gago?

Tuelo:It'smine

Dudu:Koloieduetswe?

Tuelo:Yes,cashbutIhadalittleloanitooklast

yearsoI'mplanningtosellmycarandpaythat

loanthenlookforajobwhileI'mdebtfree.

Dudu:(sighed)Okay...Sohowareyougoingto

survive?Jobsarehardtofind.

Tuelo:Ithinkmaybewecouldmoveintogether

ifyoudon'tmindandthenicanputatenantat

myhouse,itwillprobablygivemeabout1.5K

permonth.

Dudu:Isee...Welllet'shopeyoufindajobsoon,

lifeishard.SupportingPrincessisalreadyhard



ijustwanttobelovedandpamperedfora

minutetoforgetmymiseries.

Tuelo:Don'tworrybabe,it'sjustaphase...

Relationshipsgothroughchallengesbutifwe

pullthroughthisoneandifindajobwewill

makeit.

Dudu:Okay,myairtimeisfinishing,wewilltalk

later.

Tuelo:Iloveyou

Dudu:Iloveyoutoo

Shehungupandlaidonherbackwondering....

AtTumelo'sOffice....

LaterthatafternoonAprilstoodbythewindow

andpulledthefolds...



April:(smiled)Dadisawthesecurtainsina

movie

Tumelo:(switchingthecomputeron)Okay...

Hesatonthechairandleanedbackdialinghis

friend....

Tuelo:Comrade?

Tumelo:Fuckyoumonna,howcomeyounever

answeryourphone?Ihavebeentryingtocall

yousinceigotout.

Tuelo:(laughed)Ihavebeenadmittedin

Sabranapsychiatrichospital,didn'tNaleditell

you?

Tumelo:Wehaven'thadachancetotalkabout

alotofthings,elegorewatlhanyacomrade?



Tuelo:(laughed)Kolojwanaenngweethagilwe

mestaah

Tumelo:(theybothlaughedloudly)Beserious

themonna

Tuelo:IwasdepressedbutI'mgood,imightget

outnextweek.

Tumelo:Getoutofthatplacewenaoratabo

weakmonna

Tuelo:FotshekilovedMaduo

Tumelo:IlovedApril'smotherbutididn'tgo

mad

Tuelo:Howdoiknow?

Tumelo:(laughed)Maretelaitaka

Tuelo:(laughed)Skancleimelamonna,rebuwa

kabo4to5yearsago,gongwekilewapeka2

minutes,magileguardalebareokilewathasela

diroommatestsagago

Tumelo:(laughed)Magileguardaoathola...But



onaseriousnotetswalaitaka,ketsaagoreo

amogetseseemoyaanongakere?

Tuelo:(sighed)Yeah,I'mgood.Iknowsheis

gone,istillmissherbutifoundsomeone

Tumelo:Thatquick?Niggawhatportionareyou

usingomphekesieleNalediontimaboloto?

Tuelo:(laughed)Yeah,hernameisDudu,sheis

actuallyNaledisfriend,Idon'tevenknowifit's

okaytocallthemfriendsbecausesheis

Bakang'sex

Tumelo:IhaveheardofDudu(laughed)Hehe

Tuxwee?Ojelatsalayagago?Themonnaif

youtryitonmeI'llfuckyouupsobadI'llgoto

jail.

Tuelo:(laughed)Iketepelemestaah

Tumelo:Aeno,letmemakesomethingclear

laitaka,youdon'tdothattome...Mygirlisoff

limitsgothelediex



Tuelo:Iwouldn'tdothattoyou

Tumelo:I'mserious

Tuelo:Obonannagobuwannetehelaionlydid

itbecausesheapproachedmennahelaonmy

owniwouldn'thavedoneitevenififelt

somethingforher.Sheshowedmelovewheni

wasatmylowestpoint.

Tumelo:Nnawameyoudon'tfeelshitforher,if

itcomesupyoutellyourhearttogetridof

thosefeelingsfast.Loyaltymeanssomething

tome,ifsomethinghappenstomeishould

countonyoutohelp,YouseehowKennedywas

abletosupportmymotheranddaughteras

soonashegotreleased?Kebatahelajalo,you

shouldseeKen'swife,sheisfreakinghotbut

lehakekatagiwaIcan'tsayordoanythingwith

her,sheisofflimits.Irespectherandimindthe

thingsisaywhensheisaround,habasadibale

tengrebanababamaitseoblind



Tuelo:(laughed)Igetthat,totaI'mnotthatkind

ofaguy.

Tumelo:Iwaswithyourboyyesterday,hejust

showeduponNaledisdoorandiwaspissed

buthewasjustcool,heisactuallynotasbad

youpeopleportrayhimtobe.Ithoughtlare

gaanabotho

Tuelo:BKgaanabotholaitakakoorehelagoraa

wagotshababecausewenaonalenamanyana,

hannekesemospatelankaboreelwelee

seriousforDudu.

Tumelo:Buthewascalm,wetalkedandcame

toanunderstanding.Heisareasonableguy...

Tuelo:(laughed)I'llbelieveyouthoughican't

pictureitbuteneoshapoBK,hehelpedmeout

morethanIcancount.

Tumelo:SoarengkaDuduwateng?

Tuelo:Wehaven'ttalked,heisn'tansweringmy

calls,hefoundoutyesterday



Tumelo:Butyouwereunfaironhim,kana

friendshipevaileclarrthoughfromwhatyou

toldmethisguyhadyourback,issheworthit?

Tuelo:Sheisagoodgirl,itrusther.

Tumelo:(sighed)Buttofallinlovewithyour

boy'sbabymamaisanotherstory,nnankamo

tseelahelakaforcecausewearenotfriends,

anywayiwasjustcheckingonyou,I'minthe

officetryingtogetsomethingofftheground.

Tuelo:Hiremethemonnakejobless

Tumelo:Wewilltalkwhenyougetout.

Tuelo:Sure

Hehungupandlookedathisdaughterclimbing

upthewindow...

Tumelo:Maoratwaweehologakoootaawa...

(stoodup)Let'sgoseethebabies...



Shejumpeddownandfell,hehelpedherupand

followedheroutlockingthedoor.....

AtAbaleng'soffice...

Heleanedbackandtoretheenvelopethenhe

readtheletterandsmiled...Acoworker

stormedinholdingherletter....

Her:MrTI'malsogoingtoChina....Ican't

believetheyaresendingmetoo

Abi:(smiledandgotherletter)

Congratulations...

Hestoodupandwalkedaroundthetabletohug

her,sheputherarmsaroundhisneckandlifted



herlegsforcinghimtoholdherwaist...Renei

walkedinandstoppedatthedoorholdingher

son'shand...

Renei:Hi..

Theybothletgoofoneanother,shepulled

downherskirt,grabbedherletterthenwalked

out....

Her:sorry...

Reneilweturnedandlookedatherasshe

walkedawaythenshelookedinhisface...He

swallowedandpickedhisson...

Abi:(leanedoverandkissedher)Heybabe...



Renei:You'renotgoingtoChinaifsheis

comingwithyou

Abi:It'scompanypolicy

Renei:Shewantsyouandyouknowit

Abi:(sighed)You'reimaginingit,thereis

nothinglikethat...

Hegrabbedhiswaterbottleanddrunkthenhe

puthissononhischairandtookoffhistieas

Reneistaredathim...

Abi:Don'tlookatmelikethat...

Renei:Andyouknowyouhaveacrushonher,if

yougowithheryou'llbetearingthisfamily

apart.It'suptoyou,I'llwaitforyourfinal

decision.Bye



Sheturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenhe

heavedasighandsatonthedeskreleasingthe

lastbuttonofhisshirt...

Atourhouse.....

Laterthateveningafterbathingwiththekidsi

putthemeachintheirwalkersandpickedthe

toyslyingaroundastheywatchedcartoonson

TV..Myphonerangandiansweredwalkingto

thekitchen...

Me:Hello?

Mama:Hi,iwasataweddingmeetingwithyour

uncleandhesaidtherewerejobsinthe

newspaper,haveyouseenthem?

Me:I'llfindittomorrowandtakealookatthem

Mama:Whenareyoucheckingonme?Imiss



thekidsalready

Me:(laughed)Wewillcometheretomorrow...

Mama:Lelewhenamimeetingthismysterious

manyou'redating?

Me:(laughed)I'mnotdatinganyone

Mama:Ifit'sBakangyoucanjusttellmeiwon't

judgeyouandit'sokaythatheistakingcareof

hischildren,heissupposedtodothat.

Me:(laughed)MamaBakangisamarriedman,

it'sjustsomeguy...HisnameisTumelo,I'lltell

youmoretomorrowwhenIvisit..Heisa

gentleman.

Mama:Soheistheonetakingcareofthe

children?

Me:Yes

Mama:That'simpressive,whatdoeshedo?

Me:Heisacomputerengineer



Mama:Bigwordsconfuseme,I'msurprisedyou

didn'ttellmeabouthim,anyparticularreason?

Me:(laughed)wewilltalktomorrow

Mama:(laughed)I'llwait,pardonmeifIaska

lotofquestions

Me:(laughed)Youalwaysaskalotofquestions.

Bye

Mama:Bye

Ihungupandputthephonedown,Despacito

playedinthehometheatre.Ilovedthebeatand

theaccentofthesinger,Ialwayslistenedtoitin

fullblast..Ihurriedoverandincreasedthe

volumeasthekidslookedatmebitingtheir

toothers....

Isangalongmovingmyhipsandsnappingmy

fingersasiftheyweremyaudience,Tumelo



openedthedoorandsmiledlookingatme,i

turnedaroundandsmiledlookingatAprilas

sheshylymimedthesong...

Idancedoverandheldbothofherhands

singingassheshylysangalong....

Me:Despaciiiiiito

ThisishowwedoitdowninPuertoRico

Ijustwannahearyouscreaming,Ay,Bendito!

Icanmoveforevercuandoestécontigo

April:(noddingherheadshyly)

Pasitopasito,suavesuavecito

Tumeloliftedthekidsgreetingthemasi

dancedtothemusicwithApril,shelaughedand



warmeduptomeasshefreelysangalong

dancing...

Thesongendedandireducedthevolume

breathingheavily,Aprillaughedatmeasifell

onthecouch...

Me:Comehere,doyouknowmyname?

April:Naledi

Tumelo:Butyoucancallhermamaifyoulike

her

April:(laughed)Ilikeher...(smiledlookingat

Masego)Canitouchthebaby?

Me:Yesbaby,goon...

SheliftedMasegoandalmostslippedbut

gainedherbalance...



April:I'msorry...

Me:(laughed)It'sokay...

April:(lookedattheboysandsmiled)Thereare

somanybabies,wheredidyougetthemall?

Tumelo:(laughed)Bolelelangwanakegoreo

phakilekaebanababakana

Me:(laughed)Igotthemfromthehospital...

Tumelolockedthemaindoorandheldmyhand

leadingmetothebedroom....

Tumelo:AprilwatchTVwiththekidsokay?

April:(smiledexcitedlyandpulledtheirwalkers

aroundher)SayApril...You,thetallonesay

April...



Heclosedthebedroomdoorandturnedme

aroundforakiss,iputmyarmsaroundhisneck

ashepulledmyvestupandcaressedmybreast,

westaggeredandfellonthebedashetookout

aboxofcondomandputitonthebed,heletgo

ofmeandpulledoutt-shirtasipulleddownhis

pantsandswallowedlookingathisbulge...

Heleanedoverandkissedmethenhetorethe

boxandhandedmethecondompushingdown

hisboxers,itorethecondomandheldhis

weapontheniforceddownthecondom,he

movedmygentlehandsandroughlyrolledit

downthenhepushedmedownandholdinghis

dick,heleanedoverkissingmeandfilledmy

hole,ipausedkissingandfrownedopeningmy

eyeswideashepusheditdeeper...Imovedmy

handsandhequicklyputhishandsonmine

holdingmetightlypressingthemonthe

bed....................(9t).
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Atourhouse...

Asiwassleepingipickedthesmellofchicken

bymynose,iopenedmyeyestoTumelo

kissingmesoftly,hesmiledstaringatme

holdingaplate....

Tumelo:Hey

Me:(blushed)Hey...

Tumelo:Areyouokay?

Me:(laughed)YesI'mfine

Tumelo:(laughed)Ithoughtyou'redead,you

justwentoutlikeabulb

Me:(laughed)Idozedoff



Hestucktheforkonadrumstickandbroughtit

closertomymouththenitookabiteatthe

crispygoldenfriedchicken,thesaltandspices

werejustattherightamount..

Me:(grabbeditfromtheforkandsatup)Did

youguysgooutwhileiwassleeping?

Tumelo:(laughed)Wecooked...Icooked,those

fourwerefollowingmearoundlikeflies

followingawoundedanimal,thosewalkersare

reallyuseful,you'dsweartheyarewalking.

Me:(laughed)That'swhytheyarecalled

walkers

Tumelo:(puttheplateontheheadboard)I

thinkweneedtobuyafewthings,babeagona

dijointhepantry,howhaveyoubeensurviving?

Me:Thereisfood



Tumelo:That'snotfood,whatdothekidseat?

Me:They'restillonmilkandsoftporridge

Tumelo:Nnakebaneetsedichicken

Me:(graspedstaringathim)What??

Tumelo:(searchingthewardrobe)Baikgora

melomogonekwa...

Igotupandslippedinmygowntheniwalkedin

thelivingroom,Atsilewasholdingthe

drumstickdesperatelysuckingonit,Masego

too...

AprilandAmewerenowheretobefoundwhenI

turnedaroundshewalkedoutofthetoilet

holdinghimfrombehindsqueezinghis

stomachasheheldthedrumstickbonesucking

hislipswithoilaroundhismouthandcheeks....



April:(breathingheavily)Iwenttopeewiththis

one,heisnotheavy...Ilifthimeasily...

Ispeechlesslywatchedassheputhiminthe

walkeralmostdroppinghim,iquicklygrabbed

himandhelpedherputhiminside...

Me:Sowheredidyouputhimwhenyouwere

stillpeeing?

April:Hekeptcrawlingoutsoiputhiminthe

tubandhejuststoodinthereuntilifinished

Me:(laughedandclappedonce)waitseke

mathata

April:Thetalloneisreallyheavy,ifelldown

tryingtopickhimbuthedidn'tcry

Me:Don'tliftthatone,heisheavy

April:(laughedandshowedmeherarm)And

thegirltriedtobitemewheniturnedher



drumstickboneupsidedown,sheissofunny...i

didn'tfeelanything.Willyouborrowmethistiny

one?I'llbringhimbacktomorrow

Me:(laughedandraisedmyvoice)Babe??

Tumelo:(fromthebedroom)Yeah?

Me:AprilisborrowingAme?Gatwecaniborrow

thisone...(webothlaughedthenileanedover

toher)Youcansleepoverandplaywiththem

allnight

April:(jumpedexcitedly)Yes,yes....

IwalkedtothebedroomwhereTumelowas

puttingonhisclothes...

Tumelo:IwanttosellmyJeep,idoubtthe

children'scarseatswillallfitinthere,wenao

dirilestorywaitsekoorewemustbuyacombi

Me:(laughed)Tumitherrastopsayingthatlike



it'sabadthing

Tumelo:Aewatsholangwanakewena,i

thoughtaboutitlastnightafterourargument

anddecidedyourresponseaboutunprotected

sexisreasonable,kanahaoratalemorning

afterpillekanyerologahelaebonadiovarytsa

gagothenyoudropmequadruplets,whatthe

hellwillidowithsomanybabies?Keshapo,a

condomwilldofornow.

Me:(laughed)Oskarekacombiotantshutisa

batho,idon'tdatecombidrivers

Tumelo:Saysawomanwhopopsbabieslike

thattennismachine,kegorekelacombiinfact

I'mbuyingaminibusjustincaseyousuckedmy

spermsthroughthecondom,okotsiwena.You

canevengetpregnantfromakiss...

Me:(laughedandwalkedout)Icanevenfeel

thebabykickingaswespeakhahaha....



Iwenttothekitchenandstartedcleaningup,he

wasanexcellentcookbutverymessy,

everythingwaslyingonthecounterandthe

stovehadcookingoilallover...

Aprilraninthekitchenandopenedthebottle

warmer...

April:Thetalloneishungry

SheranoutwiththemilkbeforeIcouldrespond,

Iclosedthewarmerandcontinuedcleaning.As

littleasshewasshewasthehelpineeded,the

daughterineverhad.

Tumelowalkedbehindmeandheldmywaist

thenheleanedoverandkissedmyneck,he

grabbedmyjawsandturnedmyneckkissing



me,iturnedaroundandputmywetfoamy

handsuphisshouldersandreceivedhiskissas

herubbedhimselfagainstmypubicarea..

Tumelo:(sighedandhuggedme)Nagakea

utwalehaelesepe,kespermilekapela,I'mnot

countingit,itwasadessert...Thecoursemeal

mustbeservedrele2montung

Me:(laughed)Soyoucankillme?Noway...

Tumelo:(kissedme)I'mgoingtotakecareofa

fewthings,keetautwa?

Me:Okay...(fixedhiscollar)kareobotokanyana

haocuttilemoririandyourbeard,don'tcheaton

me

Tumelo:(laughed)Icanneverapproachany

woman,I'mcontentwithyou

Me:(laughed)Andiftheyapproachyou?Gatwe

menneverrejectwomen,youalljustsayyes



takeme

Tumelo:(laughed)Inevergetapproachedby

women,womenneverdothat

Me:Ifawomanapproachedyouwouldyoutell

me?

Tumelo:WhywouldIdothat?It'slame,would

youtellmeifaguywantedyou

Me:(laughed)Iguessnot,unlessit'snecessary

likeifit'syourfriendandheispersistent

Tumelo:(smiledandleanedoverkissingme)

That'smygirl,ilovethat...(kissedmeagain)I

havetogo,shouldItakethecaroruseataxi?

Maybeyouguysmightneedtogobuy

somethingAprilgaseyookasalanglebana.She

issoclumsy

Me:Um,Idon'tthinkI'llneeditcauseiwantto

cleananddolaundrybutyoucanleaveitjustin

case.



Tumelo:Alright,shapo

Heopenedthefridgeandpausedlooking

inside....

Tumelo:Washetamma,lehaeledrinke1...nna

kanakeaja,ijustgotoutofprison,ididn'thave

alltheseinthere

Me:Youknowiforgotaboutthat,I'llbuyfoodin

theafternoon,isthatokay?

Tumelo:(tookouthiswalletandturnedaround

givingmehisbackthenhegavemeanATM

card)Usethisone,don'tuseMoniqueJenson's

cardanymoreitwasawindowtransactingcard

frommybankaccount.

Me:Alright...Um...I'mjustcurious,howmuch

doyouhave?

Tumelo:(smiledandkissedme)Justspendit



carefully,Idon'thaveamoneytreeandIdon't

comefromarichfamily,ifIgiveyoumoneyi

expectyoutomultiplyit,I'mbrokeandIalways

havedetectivesonmytalesomakesureyou

don'tgetstrandedifsomethinghappenstome.

Me:You'rescarringme,whatdoyoumeanif

somethinghappenstoyou?

Tumelo:(laughed)Lookatyoupanicking,i

meanifmyaccountsgetfrozen.CIDhavehad

myaccountsfrozentwice,theyinvestigateme

thenunfreezethemwhentheyaredonewith

theirinvestigations.Duringthattimelife

becomesdifficult,theycanfreezethemfor6to

12monthssoyoucan'tdependonme,Iam

unreliable.

Hewalkedinthelivingroomandpickedhis

keys...



Tumelo:(walkingout)BabyI'mcoming...

April:(busywiththechildren)Let'srace...Come

here,I'mputtingyouonaline...(pushedAmeto

thefront)No,I'llputthelittleoneinthefront.…

Shetooktheirdrumsticksandkneltashort

distancefromthem...

April:(smiledwavingthem)Comeandtake

them...Comeon...I'meatingyourchicken...

AtsileandMasegopaddledoverAmeremained

seatedplayingwiththebuttonsonhiswalker.

Therewasaknockonthedoorandshepaused

listening...

Shetriedtorememberthename,butithad

disappearedonherandtheknockcontinued....



April:Mama?Thereissomeoneatthedoor...

Itwasthatdaythatlearnedhowniceitwasto

becalledmamabyastepchild,itmeltedmy

heartandididn'trespondjustsoshecould

screamagain,ithadthe"ngwetsiyame"effect

onmethenifinallywalkedoutandopenedthe

door...

Me:(smiled)Reneihi...

Shetearfullywalkedbutquicklychangedher

facialexpressionwhenshesawApril,shehid

herfaceandheadedtothekitchenwherei

followedherandhuggedherasshesilently

cried....



Me:Whathappened?

Renei:Abiischeating,ican'ttakethisanymore.

Ican'thurtagain...FirstitwasMogapiandnow

Abaleng?Whatamidoingwrong?

Me:Firstofallmybrotherdoesn'tcheat,I'm

surethereisanexplanationforthis.Besides

lovingyouandallthereisanotherreasonwhy

hewouldnevercheatonyou.

Renei:(rubbedhereyes)Likewhat?What

reasonwouldhehave?Iwalkedinonhim

hugginganotheremployee,shesaidsomething

likegoingtoChina,ifhegoes...(sighed)Ican't

dealwiththis...

Me:I'lltalktohim

Renei:Talktohimnow,Lelemmaican'ttake

this...

Me:(gotmyphone)Ijustwanttoaskhim

what'sgoingbutI'lltalktohimindetaillater...



Renei:puthimonloudspeaker

Me:No,hewillknowandhewouldnevertrust

me.Justgositonthecouch,I'llcallyouafter

talkingtohim.

Shewalkedoutandsatonthecouchlookingat

Aprilassheplayedwiththechildrenonthe

carpet...Iwaitedashisphonerang...

Abi:Hello?

Me:Hi,doyouknowwhyI'mcalling?

Abi:(sighed)KanaReneiotenegamahalahela,

nothingishappeningbetweenmeandthislady.

Wehuggedandthat'sit...

Me:Ifshecanpicksomethingthenthereis

somethingAbi,behonestwithyourselfand

don'tbePapa,thisishowweendedupgrowing

poor.



Abi:(offended)Iamnotmyfather

Me:But.You'rehimifyou'regoingtocheaton

Renei

Abi:It'snotthatI'mcheating,thisladywaa

mpataandI'mnotsurehowtoputherdown

withoutlookinglikeanass.Sheisalways

excitedandscreamingthenI'mforcedtokind

ofrespondthatway.

Me:Can'tsheseeyou'reamarriedmankanao

rolaring?

Abi:(sighed)Shekeepscomingonmebuti

understandwhyReneiisangry,igetitanddon't

tellherwhatijusttoldyouaboutthatgirl

wantingme,I'lltalktoherandtellhermywife

wasn'thappyaboutwhatshesawintheoffice

andthatsheshouldkeepherdistance.

Me:Don'tsaythattoher,itwillmakeReneilook

likeaninsecurewifejust...(sighedthoughtfully)

Justtellherthatyouthinksheisgettingtoo



personalandyou'dprefertoprofessional

becauseyou'reamarriedmanwhorespectshis

vows,anythingalongthoselinesbutavoid

portrayingReneiasinsecurebecausemmeyoo

okaipokaaithaaareobotokamogoRenei.

Abi:Ididn'tthinkofitthatway...I'lltalktoher

then,themmaraaReneiaintshwarele...Ilove

herandidon'twanttoleavegosemonate,if

somethingretsamaerotheifthebudgetallows,

wecanlookatitrelemmogobecausethe

companyispayingmyaccommodationand

buyingmebasicgroceries,shecouldbuythings

forpeopleinBotswanagonekoChinaandship

themforafeetomakeextracash

Me:(smiled)Wow...You'resucharomanticbro,

shemsonkgopoditseTumeloibilehaha..

Abi:Tumelokemang?

Me:Um...Anywaybye,wewilltalk,bye



Iquicklyhungupandwalkedtotheliving

room....

AtKgosi'shouse....

LaterthatafternoonBakangwalkeddownthe

backdoorandsatonthestairsholdingaglass

ofwine....

Hequietlylookedathismother'sgreengarden

colourfulwithflowersthenhewalkedtothe

storeroomandopenedthedoor,hemovedthe

spiderwebsonthedoorandwalkedin,hetried

toswitchthelightsonbutthebulbhadlong

died...Helookedaroundthedustyroom,hisold

childhoodbikeswerepiledupontopofone

another,hefoundhimselfrememberinghis

childhoodwithTrevor.Itwasthehappiesttimes

oftheirlives,raisingbicyclesbythesideofthe



road...Thethoughtofhimwithhisexdriedhis

throatandheclosedthedoor.

Hewalkedbackandsatonthestairsstaringat

thegoldwineintheglass,hissisterwalked

downthestairsandsatnexttohim,sheputher

armaroundhimandkissedhimonthecheek...

Resego:Idon'tcareifnoonelovesyou,ilove

youandiknowDadlovesyou,momlovesyou

aswellandsodoesDorcas.

Bakang:UnfortunatelyI'mtoooldforthatkind

oflove,Ihavehurtpeopleandnowfamilyisalli

have,idon'tevenhavefriends.

Resego:Youcanalwaysstartfromthe

beginning,lookforagoodwomanandstay

loyaltoher.

Bakang:(sighed)Yeah...Andiwanttomoveout



ofMaun,seeingNalediwithherboyfriendor

Duduwithmybestfriendwillmakemehang

myselfandidon'twanttobethenightmare

exboyfriendwhoisahappinessblocker.Go

botokahelaketswamogobonegorebaitumele

lebone.

Resego:Whataboutthekidsnnaka?Yourblood

isimportant.

Bakang:Duduisflexible,I'llkeepaskingfor

PrincesstovisitmebutsituationekogoNaledi

isabitcomplicated,herboyfriendistoo

aggressive.Gakecomfortablebeingaroundhim

soithinkit'sbestijustlethimhavethem,iwas

neverthereanywaysoitwouldn'tmakeany

difference.Heismoreofafatherthaniamand

ifit'swhatisbestforthemthenletitbe,ifhe

failsorwalksawayI'llbetheretostepupbut

gonejaanaidon'thavethestrengthtogoup

againsthim.

Resego:Ao,elegorewamotshaba?



Bakang:(sighed)gasegorekeamotshaba

Resego:ButatleastofferNaledichild

maintenance,akerethatonecomesthroughthe

phonethatwayyouwon'tmeetthisguysince

you'renotcomfortablemeetinghim.

Bakang:Kanahesaidshewouldcallmeabout

thekidsandsheneverdid,ificallhernow

gonnaekarekebataNaledinow

Resego:I'lltalktoNalediaboutit,howmuchdo

youwanttosendpermonth?

Bakang:2Ksincekesesuregorebathokaeng

butifshewantsmoreicanworkonthat.

Resego:(lookingathimashelookedatthe

ground)Okayketaabuwaleenepapaautwa?

Bakang:Thanks

Resego:Howfarwiththedivorce?

Bakang:ItoldWendytogetwhatevershewants

andleavemewhatsheseesfits,itoldmy



lawyerthatI'mnotcontestinganymore.I'm

tired,ineedWendyoutofmylife,I'mgoingto

signherdaughter'stravellingpapers.

Resego:I'msorryaboutwhatyouaregoing

through...

Bakang:It'sokay...I'mgoingtoGaboronethis

afternoontherearepapersihavetosign,iwish

IcouldgowithPrincess...

Resego:AskDudutoletyougowithher,it'snot

goodtobealonelikethiskganteleotelwake

dikakanyotsagoipolaa,atleastseeingher

playingaroundyouwillremindyouwhyyoustill

needtolive.AndgoingtoseeWendytosign

overthingsisgoingtostressyoutsamayale

Princess...

Bakang:I'llaskDudu...

Resego:I'mgoingtogetthetubreadyforyou...



Shewalkedbackinsideandpreparedhima

bath.......

AtDudu'shouse....

ShawnsteppedoutofTuelo'scarandlockedit

asDuduwalkedoverholdingherdaughter....

Dudu:Hi...

Shawn:Hey...Someonewillcomeseethecar,

I'mgoingbacktoschool.

Dudu:(gotthekeys)Okay,Tuelotoldme..

Shawn:Bye...

HewalkedawaythenDudureceivedacall...



Dudu:Hello?

Client:HiDudu,myfiancéeandilookedatyour

decoandwewouldliketopaythedepositand

finishafterthewedding,isthatokay?

Dudu:(smiled)Yesdearnoproblem,whenis

theweddingagain

Client:Inthreemonths,I'llsendyouthedetails.

Wejustwanttopayaheadoftimeincasewe

getunexpectedexpensesaboreheditsekabo

decoandallthat.

Dudu:Gagonalehaelebothatamothowame,

justsendthemoneyandcomecollectthe

receiptthenI'lladdyourweddingdatetomy

calendar.You'rebookingtentya200people

akere?

Client:Eemmathat'stheone.

Dudu:Okaydearsowhenyouhireourcompany

todoyourdecowedoyourbridalshowerdeco

forfreeasanappreciationpackage.



Client:OhmyGodreally?Wow,I'llletmyfriends

knowthyaretheonesorganisingthat.

Dudu:Okay

Client:Letmesendthemoney.

Shehungupandstuckhertongueoutshaking

herhead...

Dudu:(singing)Strengthofawoman....

Mmmmm....Mmnha...Strengthofawoman....

Shewalkedinsideanddialedthenumbershe

savedfromFacebook...

Voice:MrMovemayihelpyou?

Dudu:Hi,icameacrossyouradvertaboutyour

vansforhire,isitpossibletomeetwithyouand



discussthisfurther?Ihaveabusinessyadeco

butidon'thaveacarwhichmeansI'llneedyour

cartotransportmychairsandtentseverytimei

servicemyclients

Voice:Noproblem,wealwaysdealwith

companieslikeyours,wehaveaspecialplan

foryouguys.

Dudu:Greatilovethat

Voice:Ourguysevenhelpyouguyspackbig

heavythingsandpitchthetentsforalittlefee

Dudu:Wow,thatjustmademythingseasier,

nowI'llonlybelookingtohiredecoratorshela.

Thanks

Voice:Bye

Shehungupandwenttotakeabathwhile

Princesswatchedcartoons.



MeanwhileBakangparkednexttoTuelo'scar

andsteppedout,hetookadeepbreathlooking

atitthenheknocked,Duduopenedthe

wrappingherselfwithatowel,hisheart

shreddedashemovedback.Sheclosedthe

doorandsteppedout...

Dudu:Hi

Bakang:Hi,I'mgoingtoGaboronetosignafew

thingswithWendyandI'llbelonelyinatmy

house,iwantPrincesstokeepmecompany,I

couldusethetimetogettoknowherandwalk

aroundthemallbuyingherclothesor

something...

Dudu:Goingforhowlong?

Bakang:I'llbecomingbacktomorrowafternoon

Dudu:Princesscriesatnight,youwon'thandle

herandshepeesonthebed.



Bakang:Sheismydaughter,that'swhatIwant

todealwithandunderstandwhosheis,I'lldeal

withthecryingwhenshedoes.

Dudu:Gapelennaijustgotback,Imissedherif

youwereaskingforafewhoursI'dunderstand

butGaboroneisjusttoofar.

Bakang:Mmekanakeaboakamoso

Dudu:Otamotsayanexttime...

Bakang:Okay,goshapo..

Dudu:(hewalkedaway)I'msorryaboutTue-

Bakang:(fakedasmile)It'sokay,followyour

heart...Andgoodluck,ihopehemakesyou

happy.

Dudu:Thanks...

Hegotinthecaranddroveout....



Atmymother'shouse....

Laterthatafternooniparkedunderthetree,

Aprilsteppeddown,ihandedherAme....

Me:Gotothehouse,I'mcoming...

ShewalkedawayasitookoutMasego,my

phonerang....

Me:(paused)Hello?

Resego:Hi,it'sResego.Canwemeetandtalk?

Me:Talkaboutwhat?

Resego:Bakangobatagosapotabana

Me:GakenabanaleBakang,didn'thetellyouhe

abortedhischildren?,stayawayfrommeand

mychildren.Idon'twanttotalktoyouoranyof



yourfamilymembers,togaleregakenamaitseo.

Tswangmogonnakabongwanakeandtell

Bakangtostayawayfromme,keisekemo

thabisedithong.

Ihungupandcarriedmychildreninsidethe

houseasAprilranovertogetthediaperbag

frommyshoulder...

AtMaunInternationalAirport...

LateronBakangwalkedinthebuilding

answeringhisphone...

Bakang:Hello?

Resego:IspoketoNaledi

Bakang:(smiled)And?



Resego:Shesaidyoumuststayawayfromher

children,I'msorry.

Bakang:(sadly)It'sokay...Iunderstand,i

expectedit.I'mfine.

Resego:Itried-

Bakang:(fakedasmile)It'sokay,thanks

anyway

Resego:Bye

Bakang:Bye

Hehungupandjoinedthequeue.Minuteslater

theyboardedAirBotswanaandtookoff.......


