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AtHope'sHouse...

Rainstoodinfrontofthemirrorandappliedthe

foundationonherfacehidingherbruisethenshe

fixedherhair,hereyesstuckonthemirrorasshe

lookedatHope'sreflection.Itseemedhehadfallen

asleep...

Sheblinkedhertearsawayandquietlyreachedfor

herhandbagthenshepickedherheelsandsilently

walkedtothedoor.Shereachedforthedoorand

slowlyturneddownthelockthenshepulledthe

door,therewasalittlesqueakingandheopenedhis

eyesassheturnedlookingathim.



Helookedatherhandassheheldhershoesthen

hesatontheedgeofthebed,tearsfilledhiseyes

asheswallowedandpoppedhisknuckleslooking

down...

Hope:Iunderstand...I'msorry.Youcango,iwon't

harassyou.

Sheturnedaroundlookingtearfullylookingathim...

Rain:I'vetriedtobepatientwithyou...Itriedtoget

youhelpbutyouwon'tgethelpbecauseyouthink

youcanprescribeyourselfwhateveryouwantin

yourpharmacy.Youneedtoseeapsychologistor

atleasttalktoyouruncle...

Hereachedforapackofcigarettebytheheadboard

thenhesnappedthelighterandlitthecigaretteas

shelookedathim...



Hestoodupandwalkedovertoherthenhegently

touchedhercheekturningherheadlookingather

face...

Hope:Ididn'tmeantopushyou...I'dneverhurtyou

intentionally.

Sheheldherbreathtryingnottobreathinhis

cigarettethenheleanedoverkissingheronthelips,

shefinallypulledbackfromhislipsandgraspedfor

somefreshairashehuggedherwiththecigarette

betweenhisfingers.

Hope:Iloveyou...

Hesteppedbackandturnedaroundputtingthe

cigarettebetweenhislipsthenhepickedhisphone

andcheckedthetime.



Hope:So...Isitoveroryou'rejustgoingtoyour

house?

Rain:It'sover,butonceyou'resoberyoucancome

getme.MaybeI'llwaitforyou...Youknowiloveyou

andI'lldoanythingforyoubutlastnightwasthe

laststraw.

Hope:It'snotlikeiwasbeatingyou,ifellcarrying

youforfucksake!

Rain:Becauseyouwerehigh,ifyouweren'thigh

youwouldn'thavefalleninthefirstplace...it'sonlya

matteroftimebeforeyoubeatmeanyways.Idon't

likethepersonyou'veturnedinto.Fixyourself...I'm

notgoingtofixyouandifyou'retoobrokenIwon't

letyoutakemedownwithyou.

Hope:Youknowwhatgetthefuckoutthen!Don't

youevercallmebroken!

Rain:You'redamaged!

Sheopenedthedoorandleftwhilehestoodthere

smokingthenhesatonthebedandsighed



thoughtfully.Hedroppedbackonhisbacklooking

up...Hisfather'slettersranginhishead,forsome

reasoneverywrittenwordhereadfeltlikehewas

listeningtohisfatherinperson...

Therewasaknockonthedoorbuthedidn't

respondneitherdidhemove,whoeveritwas

neededtoleave.Hewasn'tinthemoodtosee

anyone...

Thebedroomdooropenedthenhisfriendwalkedin

andstoodtherelookingathim...

Hakeem:Youwereveryhighlastnight,wantedto

seehowyou'redoing.

Hope:I'mfine.

Hakeem:Maybeyoushouldjustconfrontthis

Dallasonceandforall.Thisshitiseatingyouup.

Hope:It'snotjustthat...It'sthelawyerrefusingto

givememymoney..Iwassupposedtogetitwheni



graduateandthenhetellsmeaccordingtomy

father'sconditionsI'mnotfittohaveaccesstomy

money.

Hakeem:Hasheshowedyouthecontractheis

talkingabout?Maybehestoleyourmoney.You'rea

millionaireanduptonowtheonlythingyouhaveis

thepharmacyandyourhome.Iwouldn'tbe

surprisedifthislawfirmhasn'tstolenyourmoney.

Hope:Thelawyersaysineedatleast2signatures

fromuncleKatloanduncleDaniel...

Hakeem:Thesameguywhogothimtodeathrow?

Hope:AndihatethisDallasguy,amibeing

unreasonable?Thismankilledmyfather...He

knowsverywellhekilledthatmanandhetoldthe

policemyfatherdiditbecausehewasafraidtopay

forhismistakes.Whatkindofafrienddoesthat?

Andnowheisoutthereenjoyinghimself.

Hakeem:Let'sconfronthim,takehimsomewhere

quietandgethimtotalk.



Hopelookedathimthoughtfully...

Hakeem:It'sbetterthanlayingtherefeelingsorry

foryourself.

Hopeputthecigarettebetweenhislipsandgrabbed

hiskeysthentheywalkedoutasHakeemhanded

himapill,hethrewitinhismouthandswallowed

withwaterinthekitchenbeforetheyleft...

AtDaniel'sHouse...

Dallassatbehindthehousequietlyrestinghischin

overhisfists,amemoryofthemoneyheistcame

backandhesmiledtearfully.Hecouldalmostsee

ChanceandJango'sfaceswhentheyfinally

realisedhowmuchmoneytheyhadwiththem...The

wildparties,buyingmansionsandnicecars,

spoilingtheirgirlsandthatcrazynightwherethey

bothheldagirlforJangotofinallypenetrateher



andenjoykukufully...Hissmiledisappearedashe

rememberedChance'slastdaysbeforehis

execution...

Hisphonerang,helookedatthecallerIDanditwas

Chance'sformerlawyerthenhepicked..

Dallas:Hello?

Him:Goodmorning..

Dallas:Morning

Him:Ijustwanttoremindyouthatthereisalittle

sectionherewithmewhereChancehadrequested

thatyoutakecareofhisson.Hopeishookedon

drugsandheismismanagingthepharmacy.You

havetogethimhelp.

Dallas:Hopedoesn'tlikeme.

Chance:It'stheleastyoucandoforChance.Hecan

seehissonbreakingdownbutthereisnothinghe

cando.Katloisoverseassoyou'retheonlyperson

whocangetthatboycheckedinforrehabilitation.



Dallas:Ok,thankyou.Iwilltrythoughheisa

difficultyoungman.

Him:Bye.

Hehungupandsighedthoughtfullythenhedialled

backthelawyer.

Him:Yes

Dallas:Yousaidhecanseehissonbreakingdown

butthereisnothinghecando.

Him:So?

Dallas:HecanseeHope?

Him:It'safigureofspeech

Dallas:AndhowdidChanceknowHopewouldget

hookedondrugs?

Him:Hedidn'tknowbutyouhavebeenaddedas

oneofthepeopleheneedspermissionfromto

withdrawanyamountifhedoesn'tqualifytogethis

inheritance.Inotherwordsyou'rehelpinghim



spendhismoneyproperlyandsofaryou'renot

doingwell.Pleasedosomethingabouthishealth.

Dallas:Isee.Bye

Him:Bye

Hehungupandsighed.Thebackdooropenedthen

hiswifesteppedout...

Thuto:I'mgoingtowork.AreyouOK?Youwere

tossingandturningthewholenight.

Dallas:I'mfine...Bye

Thuto:Bye

Shewalkedawayanddroveoffashecoughedona

handkerchiefthenhenoticedtherewasalight

bloodystainandfoldedit.Hepickedhisphoneand

dialledhislawyer...



Him:Hello?

Dallas:Goodmorning,itsDaniel.

Him:Howareyou?Longtime

Dallas:Yeah,tellme...Wheredothecondemnedget

buried?

Him:Attheprisongrounds,inthegraveyard.

Dallas:Isitpossibletogothere?

Him:Chance'sbodyisgovernmentpropertythat's

whythebodyisnothandedtothefamilies.All

deathrowconvictsareburiedattheprison

graveyard.

Dallas:Ifiwantedtogotherewhodoihavetopay?

Iknoweverythinghasaprice.

Him:Doyouwantpeaceinyourlife?Pleasedon't

dothis,otaaseka.

Dallas:Ijustwanttogothereandseehisgrave..

Him:Iguessyou'dhavetotalktothehighestofficer

oftheprison...

Dallas:Thanks.Bye



Him:Bye

Hehungupandstoodupthenhewalkedbackin

thehousethroughthekitchendoor,hisheart

almoststoppedashelockedeyeswithHopeand

hisfriendrightinthelivingroom.Hisheartpounded

ashelookedatHope'sseriousface...

Hope:Sitdown...Iwaitedforyourwifetoleaveso

youandmecantalk...

Dallasslowlywalkedoverandsatdown,Hakeem

walkedtothekitchenandgrabbedabottleofwine

thenheleanedagainstthekitchendoorsipping.

HopesatontheothercouchfacingDallasandput

cuffsonthetable...

Hope:Iwantyoutotellmewhyyoubetrayedmy



father?Whokilledthemanmyfatherwasconvicted

forandwhyshouldiletyouleave,didn'tyouthink

I'dgrowupandhearthetruth?WhyshouldIletyou

leave?

Dallas:Yourfathersacrificedsomuchforyoutobe

betterthanthis,youneedhelp.

Hopeglaredathimashistemperfilleduphischest,

hegrabbedDallasbythebackoftheneckand

pushedhisfaceonthetable,theglasstable

shutteredasDallasfellonthefloorwiththickblood

flowingoutofhisnose,hecoveredhismouthand

lookedatHope...

Hope:I'mnotplayingwithyou...Whydidyoubetray

myfather?Whokilledthemanmyfatherwas

sentencedtodeathfor?

Dallas:Idid..

Hope:Sowhyshouldiletyoulive?



Hepickedthecuffsandputhisarmsbehindhis

backthenhecuffedhimandpulledhimup.

Hope:I'mgoingtohangyousinceyouhaven'tpaid

forthecrimeyoucommitted.

HedraggedhimoutsideasHakeemfollowedthem.

*

*
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AtInsideHope'scar...



HakeemdrovewhileHopesatatthebackwith

Dallas...

DallasturnedhisheadandlookedatHope'sface,

hisheartshutteredforhisfriend...Thiswasn'twhat

Chancehadimaginedforhisson,thewhole

motivationbehindtheheistwasfortheirchildrento

haveasecurefuture...

Dallas:Yourfatherworkedveryhardtoopenthat

pharmacy,youshouldn'tbedoingtohislegacy.

Hope:Youshouldn'tbehere!Ilostmyfather

becauseyoudidn'thavetheballstoadmitwhatyou

did...Youcan'tclaimtobebetternow.

Dallas:Iknowthat'swhatyoubasicallyknowandi

understandwhyyou'reangry.

Hope:Soit'salie?Isthatwhatyou'resaying?What

didyoudotogetmyfatherout?

Dallas:Iendedupadmittingtoitbutthe



prosecutionwouldn'tlisten,theyhadevidenceon

yourfathernotme.Towardstheendofthecaseit

wasn'taboutthetruth...Itwasabouttheevidence.

Hope:Idon'tcare...Yourchildrenhaveafatherand

ihavenoone...Idon'thaveanyone.I'mjustalone....

Ilostmygrandparents...Theydiedwithabroken

heart(tearfully)Thelastthingmygrandfathersaid

wasthathewasdisappointedinhimselfforfailing

hisson...Seehowmanypeopleyoukilled?Iamjust

alonebecauseyoucouldn'ttellthetruth.

Dallas:I'mhavingahardtimetoo...IwishIcould

helpyoubutyouneverlikedme.

Hope:Amisupposedtolikeyou?(tearfully)You

killedmyfather!

Hebithislipandpunchedhimontheface,Dallas

lookeddownasblooddroppedfromhisnosewith

hishandscuffedbehindhisback..

Dallas:I'msorry,imissmyfriendtoo.



Hope'sthroathurtashelookedathim,thisbeing

hisfather'sbirthdaymadeitworse,hebithislower

lipandpunchedhimontheface...

Hakeemturnedthecartowardstheparkand

stoppedunderthetree...

Hakeem:Suffocatehimsohecandieakerehe

won'tsignforyoutogetyourmoney.

Dallas:Iwillnotsignforyoutogetthatmoneyas

longasyou'reondrugsandkeepingbadcompany.

KillingmemightgetyouyourmoneyifKatlosigns

foryoubutitwon'tstopthepainoflosingyour

father...

Hopeputhishandoverhismouthandnosecutting

hisbreathingasDallaskickedpushinghisbody

graspingforair,Hopewrappedhislegsaroundhim

lockinghiminonepositionashesuffocatedhim..



Hisfather'slastwordsinprisonechoedinhismind

thenhelethimgoandpunched,Hakeemopened

thebackdoorandpulledoutDallas..

Hakeem:I'llkillhimforyou

HepulledoutDallaswhoturnedaroundandkicked

himontheballs,Hakeemfrozeasthepainofthe

ballsparalysedhimpenetratingrighttohisheartas

hegrantedcurlinghimselfintoaballontheground.

StillcuffedDallasliftedhisfootandstompedonhis

facebeforeHopecouldpushhimback..

Dallas:IamnotfightingHopebutiwillcutyour

throatbeforeyoucanevenfinishspeakinglittleboy

doyouunderstandme?You'reabadinfluenceto

thisboyandwenaHopeyoubetterstopactinglike

alittleboybecauseoncethisidiothasfinishedyour

moneythefriendshipwillbeover.Iknowwhata



goodfriendshipisandthisisn't...Icouldnever

supportyourfatherisfuckinguphislife,ifhewas

ondrugswhichhewasneveronorcouldneverbe...

Ifitwashimorifitwasmewewouldn'tsupport

eachothersdrughabit.Wewouldhelponeanother

getoff..

Hope:Whatdidyoudotohim?(squatted)Hakeem?

AreyouOK?

Hakeem:(grunted)hekickedmekotase!

Dallas:Uncuffme...

Hakeem:Don'tuncuffhim,heisgoingtobeatme

Hope:Hewon't...

HopetookoutthekeysandpushedDallasaround

beforeuncuffinghim.Dallasmassagedhiswrists

andstoodbylookingatthemasherubbedhis

bloodynose...



Hope:Standup..

Hakeem:Wait...Ineedaminute..

Hopehelpedhimstandashelimpedinthecar..

Dallas:Youneedtocheckwhoyouhangwith.

Hope:Myfathershouldhavecheckedwhohanged

with,you'reasnitchandacoward,youdon'tscare

me.Iknowyoudon'thaveballsbutididn'tthinkyou

actuallydon'thaveeventheonesfromafigureof

speech...

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff,Dallasrubbedhis

noseandtookouthisphonethenhedialledhis

wife..

Atthepharmacy...



LateronHopeparkedonthedirectorparkingspace

andsteppedout...

Hope:I'mcoming..

Hakeem:Bringmepillstherra..

Hope:Sure...

Hewalkedtowardsthebuildingasaschoolgirl

walkedinfrontofhim,shewaswearingaprivate

schooluniform.Shewasclearlyyoungbutcoming

upverywell...Shehadbeautifullegsandher

braidedhairwaslong.....

Hewalkedinbehindherandalmostpassedasshe

talkedtothecashier...

Her:Hi,doyouhaveanythingforperiodpains?



Heturnedandrecognisedher,itwasDallas's

adoptivedaughter.Heturnedbacklookingather

justtobesurethenshesmiledrecognisinghim.

Her:Dumelang.

Hope:Hi...

Cashier:(toHope)MrMoilwawillyouassistheror

shouldicallMrLopang?

Hope:I'llhelpher...comehere...

ShewalkedtowardsthePharmacist'soffice

passingtheoneandgettingintothenextwithHope.

Herubbedthestrainoffhisfaceandsighed...

Hope:Hi,you'reDallas'sdaughterright?

Her:Yes..I'mexperiencingpainfulperiodpainsand



paracetamolisnothelpful.Iwashopingtoget

somethingstronger,ihavemymedicalaidcard

withme,canigetaprescriptionoricanjustbuy

overthecounterwithacard?Idon'tknowhowit

works.

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenanother

pharmacistwalkedin..

King:Moilwacaniseeyou?

Hope:Ihaveapatient

King:Itwon'ttakelong..

Hopesighedandturnedtoher..

Hope:Readthatmagazine.I'llbeback

Her:(smiled)OK..



Hefollowedhismanagertotheofficewherehe

closedthedoor..

King:Idon'tthinkyou'refittoassistpatients,iam

alsomissingalotofpillsandthestorkismissing.I

checkedoutsurveillanceandfoundyougettingin

ourstoragegettingpillsthatareveryaddictive.Our

morphineismissing,morphineisveryaddictive..

Hope:Itookthatforpain

King:Whatpain?Morphineisapowerfulnarcotic

opioiddrug...Butyoualreadyknowthatandyou're

takingitforthat.Youhiredmebecauseyouknew

youneededsomeone.Don'truinthis...Youneedto

stoptakingthesepills.Please..Ifyouneedhelpyou

cansignyourselfinapsychiatrichospitalorseea

psychologist.

Hope:I'llstoptakingthepills..Thanks.Isthatall?

King:Yes.

Hope:Good.



Hewalkedoutandheadedtohisofficewherehe

walkedinandclosedthedoorthenhelockedup

andsatdown.

Hope:Ihavetolockthedoorforprivacyotherwise

theywillkeepinterrupting.

Her:Ok..

Hope:What'syournameagain?

Her:Ella

Hope:DoyoumindlayingonthebedElla?Iwantto

doapelvicexamination.

Sheputdownherschoolbagandwaterbottlethen

sheremovedherschoolIDhangingaroundher

neckandherschoolshoes.Shelaidonthebedand

sighedasHopewalkedoverputtingonhisgloves...

Hope:Canyoutakeoffyourpanties?

Ella:(laughedshyly)What?



Hope:Ineedtoexamineyouandseeifyouhave

fibroidsoranythingseriouslikeendometriosis

Shetriedtomakesenseofthetermshewassaying

butshehadneverheardofthembefore,shenever

thoughtshe'deverundressforHope...Thiswasher

childhoodcrushandherfatherandmotheralways

saidhowbadhewas,sheneverunderstoodwhy.

Heseemedlikeaprofessional...Shewasn'tsureif

hewasadoctororpharmacistbutsheknewhe

ownedthisplaceandhewasamillionaire...Rich

peopleneverbehavedbadandthiswastheworld

shehadtolearntolivewithbecauseshewasn't

livinginachildren'shomeanymore.

Hope:(softly)Ella?Takeoffyourpanties..

Sheliftedherbodywithherbackonthebedand

pulledoutherpanties,Hopegentlypulledthemout

ofherlegsthenhestoodbyhersidelookingather

pussylipsclosinginherhoneypot.Hegently



openedherlegsasshelookedawayembarrassed,

nobodyhadeverseenbetweenherlegsanditwas

themostuncomfortablefeelingever...

Hopegentlyputhishandoverherclitandgently

massagedit..

Hope:Isitpainful?

Ella:No,

Hespreadherpussylipsandlookedatherpink

fleshashispantstightened,foramomenthe

wonderedwhyheneverthoughtofthisbefore...I

meanthisgirlmeantsomuchtoDallasandhiswife,

shemadehimfeellikearealmanwhohaschildren.

Hope:Givemeaminute.Iknowwhatyouneed.

Ella:Ok...



Hewalkedinthebathroomandwatchedpornovera

containerstrokinghimself,about4minutespassed

whilehewatchedaneroticpenetrationthenhe

grabbedthecontainerandoffloadedhissemen

insidestrokinghimselfsilentlygrunting.

Hezippedhispantsandsteppedbackthenhe

pulledoutthesyringeandsuckedhissemeninside.

MeanwhileEllalaidonherbackwithherlegsclosed

playingwithamarkercoloringherthumbnail.Hope

steppedoutwithsomekindofmedicationand

carefullyopenedherlegs...

Hope:I'mgoingtogiveyouthisforthepain.It'sa

painkiller.Autwa?

Ella:Ok..

Hegentlyslidthesyringeinsideherassheflinched

holdinghiswrist..



Hope:Shhh...It'sok...It'sok...Relax...

Hepushedthemedicineinsideherandmassaged

herclitbeforeclosingherlegs...

*

*
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AtChancePharmacy...



Hopepickedherpantiesandhandedherthenshe

putiton..

Hope:Themedicationwillslowlyleakoutofyour

vjaybutdon'tworry.It'ssheddingsomeextrafluids

fromyourvaginalwalls.

Ella:Ok...

ShesatonthebedwithherfeethangingasHope

lookedather,hetookouthisphoneand

downloadedanovulationtrackingappthenhesat

downaskingherquestionsaboutherperiod..

Hope:Sowhendoyougetyourperiods?

Ella:24...

Hope:Soyoushouldbeonyourperiodnextweek?

Ella:YesandI'llbeinmorepainnextweek.It

alwaysstartsweeksbeforeandgetsworse.When



I'monmyperiodsisometimesmissschool.

Hope:OK,thatmedicationigaveyouwilltakecare

ofit...(pressingtheapp)Butifyoudogetyour

painfulperiodthismonthnextmonthyouwon't.I'm

alsogoingtoprescribeyousomepills,thesepills

areverystrongbuttheywillstopthepains

completely...(lookingathernextovulationday

shouldshenotfallpregnant)comeseemeonthe...

Hecheckedherexpectedduedateandtoldher..

Ella:Ok

Heopenedhisstashdrawerandpulledoutcodeine

pillsthenhewalkedtothecounterandpressedthe

tillwhilethecashierstoodaside.Hewroteher

namesandthenamesofthepillsasibuprofenthen

hestampedthepillsandwalkedbacktotheoffice.

Heclosedthedoorthoughtfullylookingatheras



sheputonhershoesInnocently.Ifshetookthis

longenoughshe'dbehistocontrolandtherewon't

bedaddy'slittlegirlnomore...shejustneededto

graduatefromcodeinetoMorphineandHeroine....

Hope:Here...

Shetookthepillsandputtheminherbackpack

thenshepickedherwaterbottle.

Ella:Thankyou

Hope:Sure...You'reverybeautifulbytheway..

Ella:(smiled)Thankyou.Ihavetogo

Hope:Bye..

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedout,hissmile

droppedtoaseriousfacethenheturnedaround

andpickedhisseveralpillsthenhewalkedout...



AtDaniel'sHouse....

Danielsteppedoutofthebathroominhisshorts

andsatonthebeddryinghimselfwithatowelthen

hedialedKatlo..

Katlo:Hello?

Daniel:Hopeididn'twakeyou,I'mnotgoodwithour

timedifference

Katlo:It'sok...

Daniel:Hopeisgettingworse.HeattackedmeandI

thinkyoushouldcomeoverthisDecembersowe

canatleastforcehimtogetintoarehabbecause

hewon'tgetbetteraslongashehasaccesstothe

pharmacy.Hisfriendisnotanybetter.

Katlo:Heisgoingthroughalottoo...

Daniel:Sowhat'syoursolution?

Katlo:ItalkedtoHopeandheisfine.Hisonly



problemwithyouisthatyouwon'tgivehimthe

signatureforhismoney.You'redepressinghim.

Daniel:Heisgoingtowastehismoney...Chance

andisufferedforthismoney

Katlo:Yeahandyoulostyourstryingtobribeafake

hangmaninSouthAfrica.Idon'tknowwhyChance

evenaddedyouonthisbecauseyou'renotfamily.

Youkilledmybrotherandnowyouenjoyseeinghis

sonsuffering.You'redepressinghim...Neela

ngwanamadi.Hegraduatedanddidwellfor

himself...Whatmoredoyouwant?

Daniel:Youkepthimsane,assoonasyouleftthe

countryhestarteddrugs

Katlo:Great,nowHopeisajunkie.Thisisnota

Hollywoodmovieneelangwanamadiagagwe.You

killedhisfathernowhehastobegyou?

Daniel:Katlotry-

Katlo:Bonafuckyou,youkilledmybrotherandi

knowthereisnothinggoodthatcancomeoutof

yourmouthyoupieceofshit.WhyshouldHopebeg

youforhismoneyakereJangospenthisandnow



heisabrokepastor.Whatareyounow?Abroke

assautosellerwhoisbeingtakencareofbyhis

richwife...Whatdidyoubothbenefitfromtheheist?

Dimillionsledijelemxeh-pho!Chancewastheonly

personwhousedhismoneywiselyandnowyou're

denyinghissonwhat'srightfullyhis.

Daniel:MmekanathelawyeralsothinksHope

needs-

Katlo:Fuckthelawyer!Hemighthavestolenmadi

agaHopeforalliknow.Signthosepapersandstop

turningmynephewintoadepressedzombie.

Daniel:Ok...I'llsign...Bye

Katlo:Mxm!

Hehungupandsighedthentherewasaknockon

thebedroomdoor,herespondedthenEllastepped

inandsmiled...

Ella:Hi

Daniel:Hiangel..



Ella:Whereismama?

Daniel:Shehasalatemeeting.

Ella:Ok,I'llcook.Canyouhelpmewithhomework?

Daniel:Sure

Shetookdownherbagandgavehimth3bagthen

shewalkedinherroomandchangedherclothes.

Minuteslatershewalkedinthekitchenandbegun

cooking,Danielwalkedinwithherbookandsaton

thekitchentablereadingherbookwhileshe

choppedthevegetables...

Ella:Papacaniaskyousomething?

Daniel:Yes...

Ella:Whatdoyouthinkisagoodreasonforany

mothertothrowherbabyinatoilet?Whatcouldbe

soworse?



Sheturnedaroundandlookedathimashereyes

welledup...

Daniellookedatherandsighed..

Daniel:Idon'tknow...ButI'mgladshedidthat

becausenowihaveadaughter....notjustany

daughterbuttheoneitrust.

Ella:Yeah...Butdon'tyoujusteverwonder?I'mnot

evensureofmyrealbirthday.Sometimesigetsick

andwedon'tknowwhat'swrongwithmebecause

I'vetestednegativeforeveryvirusandeverything

outthereyetI'mneveratpeace.

Daniel:Otherpqeoplegetsicktoo...Don'tbeat

yourselftoohard.

Ella:(tearfully)Sometimesithinkthatmaybeshe

wasateenagerwhowasscared...maybeshewas

toopoor,maybeiwasarapeproduct,maybesheis

justawomanconsumedwithfunshedidn'twanta



babytyingherdown,idon'tevenknowmy

nationality,whatifI'mnotevenaMotswana?

Daniel:Shouldwegetyourcounselling?

Ella:No,ifmamafindsoutIworryaboutmyreal

mothershewillbeoffended.Youknowhowshe

getswhenIsayanything...Shethinksiwantto

leavethefamilyandallherhardworkwasfor

anotherwoman.Shefeelsunappreciatedwheni

wonderaboutwhoiam

Daniel:Shedoesn'thavetoknow...Youneedhelp

otherwiseyou'llfailatschool..

Ella:Thankyou..

Daniel:Andyou'reaMotswana.Anyonebornin

hereisaMotswana...You'remydaughterand

maybeitwasforthebest...Somechildrengrewup

inbadsituations.Yousaidityourself,thechildren's

homewasn'tfun

Ella:(smiled)I'mgladI'mhere...

Thutowalkedinandtherewassilence,Ellaturned



awaywithaguiltylookonherfaceandfora

momentshewonderedwhatwasgoingonbetween

thesetwo.Couldshehavebroughtupthisgirlonly

forhertosleepwithherhusband...Whywould

thingsgetsoawkwardassoonasshewalkedin?

Daniel:Hibabe..

Hestoodupandhuggedherasshelookedather..

Ella:Idecidedtohelpyoucook..

Daniel:Andiloveyourfriedchicken.

Thuto:That'snice...Letmegotakeoffmyclothes

andhelpyou..

SheandDanielwalkedinthebedroomwhereshe

changedherclothes...



Thuto:Whatwereyoutwotalkingaboutbeforei

walkedin?

Daniel:Don'tbeangrywithherbutshewasjust

wonderingabouthermotherandfather

Thuto:Anythingelse?

Daniel:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Thuto:I'mjustsaying,youtwoseemtoenjoyeach

otherscompany.

Daniel:Don'tberidiculous...Areyouactually-do

youthinkI'd-?You'resick!Ifit'sinsecuritiesyou

needtogetyourselftogetherforthinkinglikethat!

Thuto:I'mjustsaying!

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoorleavinghim

confused...

FOURMONTHSLATER...

*



*

*

*

*
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Atthelawyer'soffice...

Danielwalkedinandshookhandswiththelawyer

beforepullingthechairandsittingdown.

Him:Howareyoudoing?

Daniel:I'mgoodiguess...IwanttosignforHopeto

gethismoneybutundertheconditionthathegoes

forrehabandifthedoctorsdeclarehimcleanhe

getsthemoney.



Him:Soundsverygood...Ijusthopehewillactually

walkoutsoberanddoesn'trelapse.

Daniel:Aslongasheissoberatthetimeofgetting

themoneyI'dfeelmuchbetter.Chanceworkedvery

hardforthismoney,it'ssadtoseeitbeingblown

offlikeitsmonopolymoney.

Him:Iknow...Letmedraftyourpaperworkbefore

youcansignit.

Heprintedoutthepapersandtheybegunsigning...

Daniel:Pleasemakesurehegoestoarehab

Him:Ican'tsendhimtoarehab,icanonlytellhim

onwhatconditionyousignedthenhecaneithergo

ornotgo.

Daniel:Heisharassingmeforthismoney.He

thinksistolethemoneyoryoustoleit.Maybei

shouldjustsignwithoutacondition.HasKatlo

signed?

Him:Yes,helongsignedbutithinkhebelievesin



Hopetoomuch.Idon'teventhinkhebelieveshis

belovednephewcandoeverythingwekeepsaying

hedid.HethinksHopeisactingupoutof

depressionandhealsothinkswehavestolenhis

inheritance.Helongsignedsotheonlything

standingbetweenhimandhisfirst1millionisyou.

Nnaasthelawyermyonlyresponsibilityistomake

suretheconditionsstatedonthewillarefollowed.

Chancewantshissontobearesponsiblespender

andiknowChancewouldbehappyisyouputyour

footdownsothisboycanactmature.

Daniel:Ok,thatmotivatesme...Let'sgivehimwith

thatcondition.Itwillbeawastetogivehim1

millionnow.

Him:Thankyou...Thesearethepapers...Havea

look...

HehandedDallasthepapersthenhebegun

reading...

AtRain'sHouse...



LaterthatafternoonHopeparkedthecarand

leanedbackfinishinghiscigarettethenhestepped

outanddroppedthebuttonthepavement,he

squasheditwithhisfootandwalkedtowardsthe

housewhereheopenedthedoorandwalkedin

withoutknocking.

Hewalkedallthewaytothebedroomandstopped

atthedoor,theshowerwasrunningandherclothes

wereonthebed.Hepickedherpantiesandsmelled

themthenheshovedherpantiesinhispocketand

gotherphone.Heputherpatternanditturnedout

tobewrong..

Sheopenedthedoorandsteppedoutthenshe

jumpedandscreamedinpanicbeforerelaxingwith

herhandoverherchest..

Rain:Whatareyoudoinghere?Youscaredme.



Whydidyouknock

Hesteppedoverandgrabbedherneckfrombehind

andpulledheroverforakiss,sheheldherbreath

tryingnottobreathinhisalcoholandcigarette

breathbuthekissedhersoftlyandunwrappedher

towel...

Rain:(caughtherbreath)Hope!...

Hepickedherupandkissedherwhileheunzipped

hispantsandreachedinpullingouthisinheritance,

withoutawarninghepushedherdownhiswhole

thingandshegraspedhangingontohisshoulders,

heputhisarmsunderneathherlegsandbegun

drillingherasshehelplesslybegunmoaning...

Heturnedaroundstillcarryingherandswepther

makeupoffthedressingtablethenheplacedher

thereandpushedherlegstoherchest,heaimed



hisinheritancetowardsherexposedfleshandfilled

herupasshescreamedflinching,hedrilledher

backandforthasthedressingtableshookalmost

breaking,shegottenselookingattheshaking

squeakingtablebuthepulledherchinoverand

kissedherwithhisinheritanceallinsideherandhis

tongueinhermouth.Hepickedherupandwalked

outtothelivingroomwithhismeatstillinsideher...

Shepanickedwhenhereachedforthedoorand

steppedoutcarryinghernudebody..

Rain:Hopeputmedown!Stop!

Heputherbeforehiscarandpushedherchest

insidethewindowofthecarleavingherbuttout,

thenhegrabbedherwaistwithbothhandsand

drilledherintheprivacyofthrscreenwall...

Rainmoanedhelplesslyandopenedoneofthe

compartments,shestoppedlookingatthewhite

powdersachet...Sheputitbackasherwholebody



shookgettingrammedfrombehind...

Hegrabbedherhairandpulledheroutthenhe

turnedheraroundandkissedher,heliftedherleft

legandpushedhimselfinsideher,knowinghimhe

wasn'tgoingtostopuntilshecamesoshebegun

moaningfakingherspasms,hespedupallowing

hissementorunthroughhispipe..

Rain:(panting)Don'tcuminside!

Hepantedholdinghertightlyandgruntedashe

pumpedinsideherbreathingdownherneckashis

warmthickloadfilledher..

Hope:Fuck!Ahhhhfuck!

Hetwitchedonthelastdropandpulledoutashis

meatdropped.Heopenedthedoorandrolledouta



tissuethenhewipedhimselfandputhisthingback

insidelookingather.Sheputherarmsoverher

chestlookingathimashisDNAspilleddownher

thigh...

Rain:Ithoughtimademyselfclearthatifyou'restill

takingthatstuffyoushouldstayawayfromme.

Hope:Ididn'tcometoyouijustcametohavesex

I'mgoingaway.

Rain:Canicommityouintorehabsoyoucan

recover?Idon'tevenrecogniseyouanymore...You

behavetheoppositeofyourselfwhenyou'reinto

thisandit'sascarything.

Hope:You'redramatic,youtalkasifibeatyouor

insultyou.Ijustwantedtofuckyouthat'sallkana

lekukuleyonekaetimiwaharekgaogane?

Rain:What'sabreakuptoyou?Akereitmeansyou

can'thavethis.

Hope:Ididn'tknowthat,ithoughticouldstillcome

backandgetituntilI'mabletostopthedrugs.How



doyouwantmetorecoverwithoutsex?

Rain:Gaoseriousakere,lennagaontseeserious

anditsbecauseiletyougetawaywithit.I'mgoing

tomoveonwithsomeoneseriousifyoutreatme

likethis.

Hope:Mathatayoudon'twanttounderstandwhat

it'sliketobeme...Trustmeifanyonewasmethey

wouldhavelongcommittedsuicide.Iamhere

becauseiamstrong,thosepillsanddrugshelpme

getbyandforgeteverythingandeveryoneilostin

mylife.Counsellingisshit,theyjusttellyoutobe

happy,theydintknowwhatpainis...

Rain:Ican'tbewithyoulikethis.

Hope:Ijustwanttoknowifbreakingupalsomeans

ican'tfuckyoutheniwon'tbotheryou.

Rain:Onceyou'recleanwecangiveitatrybut...

Hope:Whatever!

Rain:Letmegetdressed

Hope:Goshapo,Iwon'tcomebackagain...



Hegotinthecarandclosedthedoorlookingather,

shehadgainedsomuchweightitwasawkward

justlookingatherbigstomachwerethereusedto

beaflattummy.

Hope:Youlookfat....Maybeyoushouldstopthis

suddenworryaboutwhatidoandpayagym

membership.

Hestartedthecaranddroveoffthenshewalked

backinsidethehouseandclosedthedoorasshe

sighedwithherbackagainstthedoor.Sheputher

handoverherstomachandgentlycaressedit...

Rain:(whispered)I'msorrybaby...

Shewalkedtothebedroomandsatonthebed

thoughtfully,shepickedherphoneanddialledher

littlebrother.



Him:Hello?

Rain:Hi,iwastreatedforanSTDandididn'ttell

Hopebecauseididn'twanttodealwithhimlying

aboutwhereitscomingfrom,ikeptthecontactslip

butnowhejustcameoverandthingsgotoutof

control.Wouldthetreatmentbegoodforthebaby?

Him:Youhavetogettreatedimmediately,idon't

understandwhyyoucan'tputyourfootdownwith

thisguy.AssoonasiarriveinMaunI'mhavinga

talkwithhim.Ican'tbelievehe'dlethimturninto

this.

Rain:Thanks,letmegetreadyfortheclinic

Him:Didyoutellhimyou'repregnant?

Rain:No,idon'twanttoexposemychildtohistoxic

behaviour.I'mmovingoutofthehouseheknows.

Him:Ok.

Rain:Bye

Shehungupandsighed...



AtThuto'soffice...

MeanwhileThutosighedtalkingtoherfriend...

Thuto:Idon'tunderstandwhyit'ssowrong,hecan

betheonetofindaspermdona.I'mrunningoutof

time,idon'twanttohaveachildwhenI'mold.

Her:Haveyoutalkedtohim?

Thuto:Imentioneditonceandhewasliketheonly

personhetrustedenoughtogiveusaspermand

nottroubleusisChance.Chanceisdeadweneed

tothinkoutsidethebox.I'mrunningoutoftime,

whenawomanisincapableofbeingpregnantyou

findasurrogatemother,whycan'theletusfinda

spermdona.Adoptiondoesn'treallyfulfilme...I

lovemychildren,don'tgetmewrong.Todayheis

leavingbecausehewantstovisitChance'sgrave...I

thinkheislosinghismind.Lastnighthewas

talkingtoChanceinhissleep.Thisisverypainful



forme...I'mdealingwithalot.

Ella'sschoolcalledthenshepaused...

Thuto:I'llcallyouback

Her:Bye

Shehungupandpickedthecall...

Thuto:Hello?

School:Goodafternoonmommy,itsElla'steacher.

Sheisnotfeelingwell.Willyoucomepickherup?

Thuto:Whathappened?

School:Shecollapsedandshehasbeenthrowing

up.

Thuto:I'mcoming.Thankyou.



Shehungupandsighedthenshewalkedout...

Atschool....

LateronEllasatinthereceptionareadrinkingher

juice,minuteslaterThutowalkedinthenshestood

upandpickedherbag.

Thuto:AreyouOK?

Ella:Ifeeldizzy..

Thuto:Let'sgo,didyoueatanythinginthemorning?

Ella:Justtheusual..

Thuto:Youhavebeenfeelingsickalotlately...

TheygotinthecarthenEllaunbuttonherschool

skirtandbreathedcomfortablyasherbodyrelaxed.

Thutolookedatherforamomentanddroveout..



Thuto:Whenlastdidyougetyourperiod?

Ella:Idon'tknow,itwasmonthsago.

Thuto:Andyouweren'tworried?

Ella:IwashappybecauseI'mnotgettingperiod

painsanymore.Idon'tlikebeingonmyperiod.I

can'tsitcomfortablyinclassandihavetomindmy

skirteverytimeIstandup.

Thuto:Couldyoubepregnant?

Ella:(laughed)UnlessI'llbethenextmotherMary

thenno...Mamamma..

Thuto:You'regainingalotofweightElla,itcan'tbe

justacoincidence.Evenifyouthoughtyou're

playingwithsomeboy-

Ella:Mamaiwanttopassatschoolandbe

someone.Idon'thaveaboyfriendandI'venever

hadsexbefore.I'mtellingyouthetruth...Maybeit's

foodpoisoning.

Thuto:Ifeellikeyou'repregnant,everymorningyou

feelsick...Thewholeweekendwaslikethis.Let's

passbythepharmacy



Ella:Ok..

MinuteslaterThutoparkedthecarandlefther

insidethecarasshewalkedinthepharmacy.

AtDallas'sHouse....

LateronThutowaitedonthecouchwhileElla

walkedoutofthebathroomwiththehome

pregnancyteststickfixingherschoolskirt...

Thuto:Putithere..

Ellaputitonthetableandwalkedinthekitchen

wheresheopenedthefridgeandpouredjuiceand

gotherleftovers.

MeanwhileThuto'sheartskippedastwolines



emergedonthestick..

Thuto:(angrily)Ella?Comehere!

Shewalkedinchewingandlookedathermother...

Thuto:Twolines,you'repregnant.

Ella:I'mnotpregnant,ididn'thavesex

Thuto:(angrilythrewherwiththestick)Thenwhat

isthisElla?Whyareyoulying?Howmanymen

haveyoubeensleepingwithforyoutofailto

identifyone?Doyouthinkiamgoingtotakethe

burdenofraisingyourchild?Iamnotgoingtostay

withanotherwomaninmyhouse.Ifyoudon'tspeak

I'mkickingyououtofmyhouse.

Ella'sheartpoundedasshelookedathermother,

she'dalwaysbeenafraidofherandnowseeingher

shoutranachilldownherspine..



Thuto:Ella?Whoimpregnatedyou?

*

*

Makesureyouliketheinsertafterreading,likethe

sponsor'spagestooifyouwantabonusinsert.If

wedon'treachthetargetsiwillbeforcedtogive

you2insertsonlyandthesecondwillbesponsored

becauseican'tkeepaskingyoutoparticipate.I'm

happywithyourlikesontheinsertsbutyour

responsetosponsorsisslow.

*

*
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AttheBotswanaDefenceForceBarracks...



Hopestoppedattheheavilysecuredentrancewith

soldiersstandingbyholdingguns.Hetookouthis

IDandsmiledgreetingthem,theyregisteredhim

andlethimthroughthenherolledupthewindow

drovethrough.

Minuteslaterhestoppedinfrontofthehouseand

steppedout,heknockedonthedoorandwalkedin

totwoladieslayingonthecouchwatchingTV,the

oneinhershortsandBDFTshirtsmiledandstood

upholdingtheremotethenshejumpedonhimas

hecaughtherandkissedherwhiletakingoffhis

shoesatthesametime.

Hewalkedaroundthecouchcarryingherand

secretlyputhishandovertheroommate'slips,she

touchedhishandashewalkedawaycarryingher

roommatethenhewalkedinthebedroomand

closedthedoorwithhisfoot.Helaidheronthebed

andpulledouthisTshirtthenheleanedoverkissing



her.Heunbuttonedhispantsandunzippedasshe

turnedherheadtotheside..

Her:(panting)Wait...Wait...Weneedtotalk..

Hope:Canwetalkafter?

Her:No..

Heleanedbackshirtlessandsatontheedgeofthe

bedassheopenedthewardrobedoorsandhanded

himthecontactslip..

Her:Ihavebeenshowingdisturbingsymptomslike

abadsmelldownthereledischarge.Whyami

diagnosedwithanSTI?

Hope:AreyoutryingtoblamemenaareOrefe?

Orefe:I'mnotblamingyoubutyou'retheonly

personI'mhavingunprotectedsexwithandasfar

asIknowI'mtheonlyoneyou'resleepingwith.

GonejaanaI'mafraidtogettestedforHIVbecause



ifihaveanSTDthenHIVisapossibility.

Hope:AndI'mtoblame?

Orefe:Howwouldyouexplainit?I'veneverbeen

treatedforanSTIinmylife,westarteddating6

monthsagoandalreadyyouwantedunprotected

sex...EverythingwasfineuntilketsenwakeSTI

Hope:Ididn'tsleepwithanyone.

Orefe:Wecan'thavesexuntilyou'vetakenthe

injectionandthepillsthenwearegoingforanHIV

testtogether.

Hope:Soundslikeyou'reforcingme

Orefe:Iamaskingyoubutifthat'showyouwantto

putityesIdon'texpectyoutosayno..AndHope

likeitoldyoubefore...I'vebeencheatedbeforeand

ifyouknowyouwon'tbehonestwithmejustdon't

bewithme.Thelastthingiwantistocompetewith

anotherforyourlove.Gakebategotshwara

molato...Ialmostgotdismissedfromtheforce

becausesomeoneputmeintoalovetriangleandi

didn'trespondwell.Iwon'tevenlietoyouihavea

problemcontrollingmyangerandidon'twantto



ruinmylife...Mygrandparentsdependonme...Sale

mamaantathakele8yearsold.Itoldyoumylife

storyfromthrbeginningtotheend...Notonlydidi

losemymotheriprobablylostasiblingbecause

shewaspregnantwhensheleft.Allthesethings

hurtme,iwanttohaveaproperfuture.Ifyoucan't

providethatthendon'tgetmyhopesup.STDke

STDgasefluthatyoucancatchfromsomeone

sittingnexttoyou...I'mverydisappointedinyou.

Hetookadeepbreathlookingatherassheputher

handsinthepocketslookingathim..

Hope:I'msorrybutididn'tcheat.

Orefe:Butwewon'tbehavingunprotectedsexuntil

itrustyouagain.

Hope:Fairenough

Sheopenedthewardrobeandturnedaround

handinghimthenicotinegumpacket.



Orefe:Igotyouthis..Youneedtostopsmoking.

Hope:Thanks..

Orefe:Let'sgotothekitchen,I'llmakesomething

foryoutoeat...

HestoodupandputonhisTshirtthenhefollowed

herout,hepassedbytheroommateasshesecretly

smiledathimbuthedidn'tsmilebackhejust

followedOrefeinthekitchenandsatonthecounter

eatinganapple..

Sheputhisfoodinthemicrowaveandspunupside

downputtingherlegsonthefridgeasherTshirts

droppedtoherface,hehoppeddownandgrabbed

herlegs,withherpalmsonthefloorsheturned

aroundthensheliftedherbodyupalmostreached

forhisneckashelaughedandputherlegstohis

waistthenshetriedagainandputherarmsaround

hisneckastheykissed.Herphoneranginthe



bedroomthensheranout,herroommatewalkedin

andsmiled..

Her:Hey

Hope:Don'theyme,whyamigettingashotforan

STD?

Her:Soit'sme?

Hope:Yesit'syou!Don'tdenyit.Deletemynumber!

Shegrabbedabottleofwaterfromthefridgeand

walkedoutasOrefewalkedintalkingtoher

grandmother....

Orefe:(laughed)Uhmmamannaakerekego

boleletsegoreakeratebannabamasole

Her:Ntseolelesole?

Orefe:(laughed)Eemmeakenyalwekelesole...

OnedayI'llshowyoumyboyfriend.Kehunk..Lona

kananelebabitsalekolwane?



SheandhergrandmotherlaughedoutloudasHope

laughedlookingather..

Her:Iheardamalevoice?Isthathim?

Orefe:(laughed)No

Her:KooreOthathetsemonnamokampeng?Ska

ithwalatheruri!

ShelaughedoutloudasHopegrabbedhisfoodin

themicrowave...

AtDaniel'sHouse....

LateronDallaswalkedinwhileEllasatontheother

sideofthecouchwhileThutosatontheother

lookingather...



Thuto:Ifyoudon'ttellmewhogotyouwillhaveto

leavebecauseitmeansyoudon'trespectme.

NobodyisgoingtobabysityourchildElla...Iwon't

beagrandmotherbecauseihavethingstodo.Ipay

foryourschoolfeesandyouthankmelikethis.

Dallassatclosedtheconfusedandwalkedinthen

hesatdownlisteningtothem....

Dallas:What'sgoingon?

Thuto:SheispregnantandI'vebeenaskingherfor

hourswhogotherpregnantbutshewon'tsay.

Dallas:Givehertimetodigestit,sheisprobably

scaredtoadmitit.

Thuto:Sheispregnantandwehavetodealwithit

now.Weneedtoknowwhothispersonis.

Dallas:Ellakemang?

Shetearfullylookedathimandshookherhead..



Ella:Idon'tthinkI'mpregnant.Maybeit'ssomething

else.I'mnotpregnant

Thuto:Thetestishere

Dallas:(Lookedatit)Thetestispositive...Kemang

nana?

Ella:PapaI'mnotpregnant

Dallas:Ok,soifthebabystartsmovingthenwillyou

tellmewhothefatheris?

Ella:Thebabywon'tmovebecauseI'mnotpregnant

Dallas:Howamisupposedtobelieveyouwhenyou

sometimesleavehomewithouttellinguswhere

you'regoing?

Ella:I'dbegoingtobuypillsformypainssoIdon't

feelthepains.I'mnothavingsex.

Dallas:Ok,ibelieveyou.Gochangeyouruniform

andeat.

ShestoodupandwenttoherroomasThutoturned



lookingathim.

Thuto:Thisiswhyididn'twantustoadoptbecause

theseSOSchildrencanbeunpredictable.

Dallas:Gagobuiwejalo...

Thuto:Sheisleavingifsheispregnant,

Dallas:Sheisnotpregnant.Ibelieveher,that'smy

daughterandiknowwhensheislying.Icantell

fromhervoicethatsheknowssheisnotpregnant.

Thuto:Istillthinkweshouldgetaspermdonaand

haveourownchildren.Westillhavetime

Dallas:Whatdifferencewoulditmake?Itstill

wouldn'tbeminebiologically,thatchildwouldstill

beElla

Thuto:Thenwhycan'twedoit?Whymustisuffer

notfeelinglikeotherwomenjustbecauseyouwere

castrated.

Heturnedaroundlookingatherandsmashedher



facewiththeoutsideofhishandasshefell

backwardscoveringherface.Hegrabbedthecar

keysandwalkedoutasshecriedlayingonthe

couch.

Dallas:I'mgoingtoGaborone,I'mseriousabout

seeingChance'sgrave!Ohand...Ifyouwantachild

thatbadfileforadivorceandmarryamanthatwill

beabletoknockyouup!Nxla!Wahetellayaanong.

HeslammedthedooronhiswayoutwhileElla

stoodonthepassageshakingtearfullywatching

hercry.

*

*

Thenextinsertfollowsat11pmtonight.Don'tforget

tolikeandcomment.

*

*
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AtDallasHouse...

LaterthateveningEllaquietlygotthefoodand

openedthebackdoorthenshewalkedoutsideand

satontheoutdoorchairspressingherphone.She

dialledHopeforarefillbuthedidn'tanswer,she

dialedherbigbrother...

Him:Hello?

Ella:Hi...Justcallingtosayhi

Him:Younevercallmejusttosayhi

Ella:Whydoesmamahateme?

Him:Shedoesn'thateyou...Youknowthat..

Ella:Butshedoesn'ttreatmelikeshetreatsyou.



Shedoesn'tfeelmelikeshefeelsyou.

Him:Itcouldbebecauseyouwereadoptedwhile

you'reolderorsheisstillhunguponthegirls...Or

maybesheisstillgoingthroughgrief.Halfofthe

timeswhentheyargueithasnothingtodowithyou

orus...Shewantsachild..Ioverheardoneoftheir

argumentstheothertimewheniwasinMaunfor

holidays.Sheprobablyblamespapaforthe

housebreakingtoowhichiswhywehadtomove

becauseshedidn'tfeelsafeandcouldn'tgetover

whathappened.It'salongstory.Ithappenedbefore

youwereadopted...

Ella:Whathappened?

Him:Soacoupleofyearsafterpapa'sfriendwas

sentencedtodeaththerewasabreak-inthehouse,

mamaandthegirlswerehome.Iwasonaschool

sportstripandpapahadgonetoSouthAfricato

buycarsfortheautoshop.Twoarmedmentied

mamaandthegirls,theytorturedthemsomama

couldtellthemwherethesafeis...Shedidn'tknow

anythingaboutthesafeandtheseguysthoughtshe

playingthemsotheykilledDale...Dalewasmy



oldestsister...Herbiologicalchild.Shewatched

themstabhertodeath.

Ella:Ijustknewthey'relate...Ididn'tknowwhat

happenedbecausenobodywantstotalkaboutit.

Him:Yeah,shetoldthemshedidn'tknowwherethe

safeisbuttheytorturedGaletoo,theydidthesame

thingandaccordingtohertheyevenrapedGale

thentorturedmamatooandleftherfordead.Idon't

thinksheforgavepapaforthat...Sheblameshim

forDaleandGale'sdeath.

Ella:butJade....Idon'tunderstandhowit'shisfault.

Jade:Thisfamilyhasalotofsecrets..So...Papa

andhisfriendsallegedlypulledasuccessfulmoney

heist.Ithinkit'ssaidtheygotawaywith6million,

eachofthemgot2million,pastorJangoblewhis

moneywithinasecondandendedbroke,papaand

hisfriendChanceinvestedtheirsandbecamevery

successful.That'sarumourthough,ifyouaskpapa

hewilltellyouthey'veneverdonethat.Chance's

wifewasattackedinahousebreakingtoo...Thieves

werelookingforthe2million.Thewifediedbutthe



babylived,thatbabyisHopeMoilwa.Theonewho

ownsChanceMoilwapharmacy...Soifyoulookat

it,thismoneyattractedthievesandourfamilies

wereneversafe.Thesamehappenedwithpapaand

tothisdaythosepeoplewerenevercaught.Ithink

mamabelievesifitwasn'tforpapathegirls

wouldn'thavebeenkilled,shewentforcounselling

butshehasn'tbeenherselfsince.Shewasalso

sexuallyassaulted.(sighed)It'snotyou...Tryto

understandher...Ithinkpapaburiedhisfeelingsor

basicallyjustchosetoforgeteverythingassoonas

youwereadopted.Himandidon'ttalkmucheither,

ifeellikehespendsmoretimeworryingabouthis

deadfriendandhisjunkysonthantoactuallypay

attentiontome.Nobodyexistsinpapa'sworld,heis

hunguponhisfriend'slife...Don'tblameyourself..

Thisfamilyhassecretsandhistory..

Ella:ShethinksI'mpregnantbutI'mnot.Papa

slappedherbecauseshesaidhewascastrated...

Whydidhegetcastrated?

Jade:Hehadatesticulartorsionandhadtobe

rushedtothehospital.Theurologistwassupposed



tountwisthiscordbuttherewasamix-upandthey

endedupremovingbothofhistesticles.Hesued

thehospitalandgotcompensatedsohecan'thave

anymorechildren.That'swhytheyhadtoadopt

becausemamawasalwaystalkingaboutagirl,

maybeshethoughtyou'llfillinthevoidshehad

withDaleandGale

Ella:Ijoo...Thereissomuchididn'tknowaboutmy

family.

Jade:Yeah...Sodon'tletmama'sbehaviorstress

you.Sheisactuallyaverysweetwoman,sheis

probablygoingthroughalotbutshedoesn'tshare.

Ella:Ok...Nnakeamotshaba.Goodnight...Papao

etagonekoo

Jade:Hetoldme...Goodnight..

Ella:Bye

Shehungupandfinishedeatingthenshewalked

backinthehouse.Shequietlywalkedacrossthe

passageandpausedlisteningtoThutoasshecried



inthebedroom.Sheknockedandsteppedin,Thuto

quicklyputawaytheframedpictureofher

daughtersandwipedhereyeslookingather..

Thuto:Ihaveflue...Don'tcomeinyou'llcatchit.

Ella:Doyoumissyourchildren?

Thuto:(sighed)Idon'twanttotalkaboutit.

Shewalkedinandsatontheedgeofthebedinher

pajamas..

Ella:Idon'thaveamemoryofmymotherandidon't

knowwhyshethrewmeawayliketrashbuti

sometimeswonderwhatit'sliketohaveabiological

mother...Iknowyou'remymotherbutthefactthati

grewupmotherlessforsomanyyearsprayingthat

someoneadoptsmedoesn'tmeanIdon'twonder

abouther.Ican'timaginewhatit'sliketolose

someoneyouhavememoriesof...Idon'tknowDale

andGalebutiunderstandifyoucan'tforgetthem.



ThutolookedawayasamemoryofDale'sface

flushed,thesoundofhercriesandhowshetriedto

reachovertoherbeforedyingasthebloodflowed

over.Sheputherhandoverhermouthandburst

intotearscrying,Ellaleanedoverandhuggedher..

Thuto:Yourfatheristhereasonwhywelostour

children,ifitwasn'tforthemoneyhekeepsdenying

mychildrenwouldbehere...

Ella:IknowI'mnotthembutipromiseiwon't

disappointyou..Iwillbeagoodgirlandyou'llbe

proudofme.Mysistersaregoingtolookdown

proudlybecauseI'mtakinggoodcareofyou..

Shesmiledtearfullylookingather...

Thuto:Soyou'renotpregnant?

Ella:No,iwillneverdisappointyou.



Thuto:Ok.

Thutotookadeepbreathandsighed....

AtHope'sHouse...

OnthesameeveningHopewalkedinthestoreroom

andpulledoutadustyboxwhichheputonthefloor

andsatnextto...

Hepickedanoldenvelopeandwentthroughallthe

lettershisfatherusedtowritehimfromprison.He

pickedanotherenvelopewithnewspaperarticlesof

thenighthismotherdiedandhewasborn.His

heartpoundedashereadthearticle.Tearsfilledhis

eyesashelookedatThuli'spicture...Shewasvery

beautifulevenonanoldnewspaper.Heleanedback

andsighedthoughtfullythenhedialledDallas..



Dallas:Hello?

Hope:Sopapa'shousehadabreakinright?And

mamawasattackedpregnantwithme.Shedied...

Yourhousetoo...Youlosttwodaughters.What

happenedtopastorJango?Iknowhespenthis

moneybutnoteveryoneknewthatright?

(unwrappedanicotinegumandchewed)Didhis

houseevergetabreakinginordidanythingtragic

happentohim?

*

*

*

*

*
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Dallas:Hopelisten...Iknowyou'relookingforsome



kindofclosureaboutbothofyourparents,but

Jacobwouldneverdothat...Therewasatimehe

triedtoblackmailusforthemoneyrightafterhe

finishedhismoney.Eventriedkidnappingbuthe

didthingssloppybecauseitsnotwhoheis.He

becameapastor...Helosteverythinghehad,your

fatherandievengavehimalittletostartagain.

Hope:SothatconfirmswhatI'msaying...Theguy

hadnomoneyandmotive?Idon'tcareabouthis

bornagainshit,it'safacade.

Dallas:IknewDallasfromjuniorschoolandhe

wouldneverkill.Weliterallyhadtodraghimintothe

moneyheist...Hewashavingpalpitationsjust

thinkingaboutit.Hedidn'tdoit.

Hope:Thelawyercalledmeandshowedmethat

yousignedbutwithth3conditionthatigetclean.

Dallas:Ijustwantyoutospendyourfather'smoney

responsiblyotherwiseyourmother'sdeathwillbe

fornothing,yourfathertoo.Thinkaboutit...

Hope:Iwillgetclean.

Dallas:Incaseyouthinkofbribingthepeoplewho



willbedoingyourbloodtests...Youwon'tknow

whichlabistestingyourblood.Ifyoufailtopass

thetestmysignaturebecomesvoid.

Hopewentspeechless...

Dallas:Theonlywayyou'regoingtogetthatmoney

isifyou'recompletelyfreeandifyou'reusing

strongdrugsyoubetterstartgettingcleannow

becauseittakestimetoleaveyoursystemand

fightingthewithdrawalswillbeevenworse.

Hehungupandleanedbackagainstthewall,the

thoughtofwhathecoulddowith1millionwas

motivating...Partieseveryweekend,sleepingwith

everygirlhewanted,gettinghigh,travellingand

finallykillinghimselftojoinhisparentsintheafter

life.

Hiseyeslandedbacktothedustyboxthenheput



downeverythingandstoodup.Hedustedhis

behindandclosedthedoorthenhewenttothe

bedroom.

Hewalkedtothedrawerandpulleditopenlooking

atacollectionofRain'spanties,hepickedoneand

smelleditthenhepulledouthisweaponand

strokedhimselfwithherpantiesonhisface.He

strokedhimselfwithhiseyesclosedandeventually

droppeditonthetablebeforeaiminghisshotson

herpanties...

Hope:(grunted)Awwwww.....Awwww

Heshookoffthelastdropandsighedrelievedthen

hepickedherpantieswiththetipofhisfingersand

droppedtheminthebin.

HeswitchedoffthelightsandclickedonElla's

missedcalls,butshewasn'timportantanymore...



Jangohadtopay!Orefe'scallcamethrough,he

pickedandsighed...

Hope:Babe

Orefe:Hi...Canwemeettomorrow?(smiled)Iwant

toshowyousomething?

Hope:Showmewhat?

Orefe:You'llsee..

Hope:Alright..Seeyoutomorrow.Goodnight

Orefe:Howcomeyou'reneveremotionallyavailable?

You'realwaysrushingmeoffthephoneandyou

disappearfordayswithouttalkingtome.

Hope:Ihavealotonmymind,iliterallyjustthought

ofsomethingandineedtoplanforitbeforei

sleep...pleasedon'tbepetty.Iloveyou,that's

enough.Idon'thavetobeona5hourcallwithyou

talkingaboutnothingandenduplyingtoyou.

Orefe:Ifeellikeyou'reselfish.Alwaysspoilinga

goodmomentbyleavingorwantingtohangup.I

wantedtotalktoyouuntilifallasleep



Hope:Hakeemishere...Canicallyoubackassoon

asheleaves?

Orefe:Ohok,bye

Hope:Iloveyou

Orefe:Iloveyoutoo..

Hehungupandlaiddownclosinghiseyes,surelyif

hetookthisJangoguysomewhereprivatemaybe

eveninhere,torturedhimfordayshe'dspeakbut

firsthehadtoclearoneofthebedrooms...Or

maybefinallygetonthebasementandkeephim

there.

Heturnedaroundlayingonhissideandsighedthen

herememberedRainandlookonherfacewhenhe

talkedabouthergettingfat,hepickedthephone

andtypedheramessage.

Hope:Sorryaboutearlier,iwaskindofhigh.Ididn't

meantoberude,chubbyisgoodtoo.Iloveyou.



Shereadthemessagebutshedidn'treply.

Hope:Iknowwehaddreamsgrowingup,iknowi

haven'tdonemypart,iknowI'vechangedandit

scaresyoubutistillloveyou.Ijusthavetosortout

myself.Ipromiseihaven'tforgottenthedreamswe

had.

Rain:Pleasedon'ttalktomeuntilyou'vestopped

whateveryou'redoing.Someonehastobetheadult

anditseemslikeit'sme.I'vebeenaskingyouto

changebutyoudon'twantto.Don'tmakemeblock

you.I'vemovedouttoday.Don'ttryfindingout

whereiliveuntilyou'rereadytobeamanofthis

family.

Hope:Ok,iunderstand.I'msorry.

Heputthephonedownandsighedtryingtosleep

butthoughtsabouthisfather,howthatlastmoment

musthavefeltlikejustbeforehewashanged.He



openedthedrawerandgrabbedapillthenhe

rememberedthe1millionandputitback,he

pressedhisphoneandwatchedsomethinguntilhe

fellasleep.

AtJade'sHouse...

ThenextmorningJadeknockedontheguestroom

andwalkedinwhileDallaswasgoingthroughhis

pictureswithChance,helaughedatavideoofthe

twoofthemandpausedwhenhissonstoppedby

hisbed.

Jadelookedatthelaptopscreenandswallowed,he

knewthiswasaboutChancebutstill...Apartofhim

washopingthiswouldbeafathersonrekindle..

Dallas:Areyougoingalready?

Jade:Yeah,Ihavesparekeyssoyoucanlockup

whenyouleave.



Dallas:Alright

Jade:Canisaysomething?

Dallas:Sure

Jade:Imissyou...Imissthejoywehadinthe

familybeforeeverything.IknowDaleandGaleare

gonebutifyoupaidattentiontotheremaining

peoplewecouldbehappy.Trytopayattentionto

mama...Ifyoucanacceptanadoptedchildwho

knowsyou'renottheirfatherthenyoucanaccepta

donatedsperm.Youcaneventakecontrolandfind

thedonayourselfwithoutmamaknowingwho

donateditthedoctorwillusetheIVF.Compromise...

It'stheleastyoucandoforheraftereverything.Ifit

wasn'tforyouthieveswouldn'thavebeentherein

thefirstplace..

Dallas:Ijustdon'twanttodealwithlosingababyif

anythinghappensagainbutthanksforlettingme

knowyourthoughts..

Jade:AnduncleChanceisdead,youdidn'tmourn

himthat'swhyyou'reindenial...Hewashanged

anditwasevenofficiallyannounced..Thereis



nothingaroundthat.

Dallas:Maybeiftheygavefamilyandfriendsthe

bodiesofthecondemnedthenI'dhaveclosurebut

I'mgoingtoseehisgravetoday.Ihopeitwillgive

mepeaceofmind.

Jade:Ok.Seeyou

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedaway,Dallaslooked

backatthescreenasChancesmiledinslowmotion

carryinghisson.Heclosedthelaptopandgot

ready...

AtJacob'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningJango'swifewokeupaloneand

satupconfused,shelookedatthetimeanditwasa

littleafter9...

Shewalkedtothebathroomandtohersurprisethe



waterwasrunningfromthebasinandJango's

toothbrushwasonthefloor.Sheclosedthetapand

walkedtothedoor,themaindoorwasstilllocked

exceptforthekitchendoorwhichwaswideopen.

Shewalkedoutandlookedaroundbuttherewasno

Jango,thepavementmadeitdifficultastherewere

notracks.

Shewalkedbackinthehouseandtriedtocallhim

buthisphonerangonthebed.Shesighedandput

downthephoneconfusedthenshenoticedhe

didn'ttakehismedicationwithhim....Perhapshe'd

bebacksooner...Maybehewaswiththe

neighboursbutthatwouldbeoutofcharacterplus

histoothbrushwasontjefloorandheleftthewater

running..Itdidn'tmakesense...

Atthepharmacy...



LaterthatmorningHopewalkedinthebuildingwith

astraightfaceashewalkedpasttheemployees,he

hadaseriousheadacheandhiswholebodywasn't

justthesame...Hewalkedinhisofficeandclosed

thedoorthenheleanedoverthedesktryingto

recollecthimself,heknewhehadhisstashinthe

hiddendrawerforallthesepaintodisappearbutthe

1millionmotivationwasstillthere...Hestillwasn't

surehowhewasgoingtohandlethelittlesecretin

thebasementwithouthispillsorpowder,thatthing

killedeverybitofsympathyhehadforpeoplelike

that.Hisheadbegunspinningandhisstomach

liftedthenherushedinthebathroomandthrewup..

Therewasaknockonofficedoorbuthecouldn't

hearit,heleanedoverthetoiletandthrewupagain.

MeanwhileKingwalkedinandsatonthechair

waitingforhim.

Hopeflashedthetoiletandrinsedhismouthbythe



sinkbeforewalkingouttuckinghisshirtin...

King:Goodmorning.

Hope:Morning

King:Wehaveaproblem,idon'tthinkthismonthwe

willbeabletopayalltheemployeesandwedon't

havestork...Whichisdangerousbecauseweare

losingcustomers.Thereisanewpharmacybythe

nameDerrickpharm...Itisnowundernew

management,theirpricesarelowandtheyhave

everymedicationyoucanthinkof.Weareturning

intoexpiredfood...Youmightaswellclosethisif

wegoingtorunwithoutstork.

Hope:Thanks,I'llgetabusinessadvisorandsee

howicanfixthis.

King:Ok..

Hestoodupandopenedthedoorjustbeforea

soldiercouldknock,



King:Morning

Orefe:Goodmorning..

Shewalkedinandclosedthedoorsmiling,he

smiledbackandhuggedher.

Hope:Hi,whatareyoudoinghere?Whydidn'tyou

callbeforecoming

Orefe:Ijustcametousethetoilettoconfirm

somethingbeforeitellyou...Isthatthetoilet?

Hope:Yeah...

Shewalkedinthebathroomashisphonerang,he

lookedathisgrandfather'scall,heheardtheold

manwassickbuthewasn'tgoingthere,notafter

hislastconversationwithhim...Butwait,whatif

therewasmoneycominginwiththisroyalduties...

Butthenitcouldnevercomeclosertothemillion

fromhisfathersohehadtofocusongettingclean

forthismoneysohecouldenjoyhislastdays.



TherewasaknockonthedoorthenEllaslowly

walkedinholdingatissue..

Hope:Hi...

Ella:Ineedyourhelp...Ifeelverysick.Ijustwalked

outoftheclassbecauseididn'twantthemtocall

mymotheragain.Ithinkifyougivemethepillsi

canfeelbetter..

Hope:Um...(lookedatthetoiletdoor)Ok,canyou

waitoutside?I'llcallyou.

Ella:Butihavetogobacktoschool,

Hope:Iknowbutnowisnotagoodtime..What

kindofsickareyoufeeling?

Ella:Ifeeldizzyandnauseous...

Herfacechangedandsheputherhandoverher

mouthholdinginvomit.



Hope:Shit!

Hegrabbedthebinandsheleanedoverthrowing

upinside,thebathroomdooropenedthenOrefe

steppedouthidingsomethingbehindher..She

frownedconfusedlookingatElla..

Hope:Ihaveapatient,doyoumindsittingover

there?

Orefe:Sure

Hope:Comehere

Hewalkedoutandgrabbedabottleofmorning

sicknesssyrupashishandshook,hisheart

poundedandheturnedlookingatherinnocent

face...

Hope:Drinkthat,don'tshowittoanyoneyet

Ella:(readit)Itsaysit'sformorningsickness...Isn't



thatforpregnantpeople?

Hope:Itisbutittreatsotherthingstoo..

Ella:YouthinkI'mpregnanttoo?I'mnotpregnant!

Hope:Iknowyou'renot...butiwaswithapatientin

there,doyoumindgoingbacktoschool?I'llcallyou

backsowecantalk.

Ella:OK,ihaveP40.Howmuchisit?

Hope:I'llpayforit.Gotoschool..

Ella:Ok.

Sheturnedandwalkedawaythenhewalkedback

totheofficeashisheartpounded,nowthathewas

thinkingaboutit...Thiswasn'tsuchagoodidea,

thiswasactuallyhiskidanditwassadthatshehad

nocluewhatwasgoingoninherbody.Perhapsit

couldhavebeenbettergettingastranger'ssemen

andputtingitinThuto,thatwoulddefinitelybea

heartbreak.Thisgirlwasadoptedandtheyprobably

didn'tfeelsoclosetoher,itwouldn'tmattertothem

ifanythingshe'dbediscarded.Howhighwasheto



havethoughtthiswouldwork...

Hewalkedbackintheofficeandsatdownlikea

zombie,Orefestoodupsmilingandputtwo

pregnancyteststicksonthetable..

Orefe:Congratulations...

Hopelookedatthetestresultsandlookedbackat

Orefe.

Hope:Ithoughtyou'reonbirthcontrol

Orefe:Whatmadeyouthinkthat?

Hope:Becausewedidn'tdiscusshavingachildand

youneversaidanythingaboutanemergencypill.I

assumedyou'reonbirthcontrol

Orefe:What'sthatsupposedtomean?Ifyoudon't

wantthischildit'sfine,icansupportmychild.I

don'tlikeyourtone



Hope:I'msorry,ofcoursenkaselathengwana...I'm

justshocked.Thisistoomuchtoprocess,ican't

havebabiesIdon'tknowanythingabout-ohman.

Orefe:It'sjustonebaby...Stoppanicking.

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighedashishead

begunspinning...

Attherestaurant...

LateronDallaswaitedfortheprisonofficial

anxiously,theoldmaneventuallywalkedover..

Dallasstoodupfixinghissuitandtheysatdown...

Dallas:Goodafternoon..

Him:Howareyou?

Dallas:I'mgood...LikeIsaidoverthephone..Iwant

tovisitafriendofmineintheprisongraveyard,his

nameisChanceMoilwa.Hewassentencedto



deathyearsago.I'mwillingtothankyouhowever

youwant.Iknowfavorsdon'tcomeforfree

especiallyonesthatcancostonehisjobora

demotion.Iknowexecutionsaretopsecretandthe

executedremaingovernmentproperty.Canyou

helpme?

*

*

*

*

*
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Attherestaurant..

Him:Forhowmuch?Youhavetounderstandthat



thisisgreatriskforme.Executionsaretopsecret

and5h3publicisgivenlimitedinformation.

Dallas:Iknow...Ihave5K.

Him:5Kforlettingyouintheprisongrounds?This

requiresalotofpeopletobeinonitandeachof

thosepeopleneedtheircuttokeepquiet.Youknow

publicservantsarekeptunderawatchfuleye...

Dallas:Howmuchdoyouwant?

Him:Makeit20Ksoicangiveeachguard1Kand

givemysupervisor10Kbecausethiswon'thappen

withouthisknowledge.Ineedtobesafe.

Dallas:20KisfinebutI'mdiggingthatgrave.Iwant

tomakesurethereissomeoneinthatcasket.

Him:You'renotdiggingit,thatwillgetmeintrouble.

Thereisaninmatewhomightbeexecutedsoif

anyonenoticesaduggedupgraveitwillmakeitto

themedia.

Dallas:I'msorryI'mnotgoingtolosesuchan

amountofmoneyandcomebackkesesurewhati

saw.IwantthatgravedugbecauseIwanttosee



ChanceMoilwa1.

Him:Whydoyouwanttomakesureheisdead?

Dallas:Ineedclosure.Heismyfriend...

Him:Assomeonewhohaswitnesseddeath

sentencesthroughouttheyearsicanguaranteeyou

heisdead.Alsoifthisguyisyourfriendthenyou

don'twanttogothere...Itwilltraumatiseyou

becauseevenindeaththecondemnedarestill

prisoners...

Dallas:I'vedonemyresearch.Iknowthat'swhy

they'reburiedinprison.Ijustwantclosure...

Him:Ok,let'sdothis.Iwillcallyouafterthe

executionofthisprisonerthenyoucangobecause

iftheygotheretoburyhimandfindafreshlydug

graveit'samediastory.Thepresidenthimselfwill

notbehappy,wewillbefired.

Dallas:Iunderstandyourexplanation

Him:Andifyouwantthegravedugit'sextramoney

becauseitmeanswehavetohiresomeonewetrust

oroneofthejailguards.Youcan'tbringanyone



else.Idon'twanttorisklosingmyjob.

Dallas:Alright.You’llletmeknow

Him:Yeahbutyou'llhearaboutitbecauseright

afterexecutionthereisapublicannouncement.

Dallas:Cool..(handedhimP200)You'llhaveadrink

orsomething.Thanksforseeingme

Him:Sure.

HestoodupandwalkedoutasDallasleanedback

andtookasip..

Inthecar...

Theprisonofficialdialledhissupervisorandleaned

back..

Boss:Hello?

Him:It'sme...Iwishwecouldmeetandtalk.Kanai



didn'twanttodiscussthisintheoffice..Thereis

someonewhoneedsanawkwardfavourandthe

moneyisgood.Itsoneofthefamilymembersof

thecondemnedprisoners.Hewantstoseehis

brothersgraveforclosure.

Boss:Howmuch?Hebetterbepreparedtopay..

Him:Heoffered20K.

Boss:Soundsgood...When?

Him:Iwasthinkingwrshoulddoitafterthepending

deathsentence.Rememberthatinmate'spapers

havealreadybeensenttothepresident'sofficeand

oncehehassignedweareonwithin24hours.I

didn'twantanyoneseeingthedugupgrave.

Boss:Brilliant...Whoisthecondemned?

Him:ChanceMoilwa

Boss:(paused)Who?

Him:ChanceMoilwa...ThatguyfromMaun.

Boss:Hisfileisclassifiedinformation.Him:What

doyoumean?



Boss:Exactlythat...Accesstohisbodyoranyone

involvedinhisexecutionisrestricted.Iam

supposedtoreportanyoneaskingquestionsabout

hisexecution.

Him:(heartpounding)Areyouserious?

Boss:Idon'twanttheIntelligenceandSecurityon

mydoorstep.Stayawayfromthatguyandpoint

blanktellhimit'sillegaltowantaccesstoan

executedprisoner.

Him:Eishok...Utwajaakaketshogabutwhywould

thisguywanttoseehimknowingheisdead?

Boss:Idon'tknowbutiknowidon'twantthese

guysonmydoorstep.

Him:Eish.OK.I'lltellhimican'thelphim.

Boss:GivemehisnumbersoIcanforwarditbabue

leene,thatwayweareclearedofanywrongdoing.

Maybethey'rekeepinganeyeonhimorus.

Him:Ok...Letmesendnow.

Boss:Sure



Hehungupandsighedashisheartthudded....

Atthepharmacy...

LateronHopewalkedinandsatdownwithan

injectionandpillsfortheSTD,hetookouthisphone

anddialledElla.

Ella:Hello?

Hope:Hi,howfar?

Ella:I'mgettingin

Hope:OK.

Hehungupandsighedburryinghisfacebetween

hishandsashisheadspun.Thedooropenedthen

shewalkedin..

Hope:Hi...Soiforgottoprescribethisinjectionfor



you.I'mgoingtoinjectyouandgiveyouthesepills..

Theydon'ttastegoodbutyoumustmakesureyou

takethemuntilthey'refinished.

Ella:Ok..They'refor?

Hope:Thedizziness...

Ella:Ok..

Hope:Rianaskirt..

Sheliftedherskirtthensheloweredherpanties,he

steppedoverandinjectedherassheclosedher

eyes..

Hope:Shh...Sorryey...

Herubbedherwithacottonwoolandandhanded

herthepills.

Hope:Thatshouldtakecareofit..



Ella:Thankyou.Ificanstopgettingsosick

especiallyinthemorningI'dbehappy.

Hope:Youneedtopeeonhiscontainersoican

checksomething.

Ella:Ok..Youshouldwritedowneverythingsoican

showmymotherbecauseshewasangrywithme

thinkingI'mpregnant.Iwanttogoandshowher

everythingyougavemesoshecanbelieveme.

Hope:I'veranoutofpaperbutfornowI'durgeyou

nottotellhereverythingbecauseI'myettotestyou.

Sowhatwouldyoudoifyou'repregnant?

Ella:I'mnotpregnant.I'veneverhadsexwith

anyoneandI'mnotplanningtobecauseIwantto

finishmyschoolandbeabetterpersonthanan

unwantedchildthrowninthetoilet.

Hopelookedathertryingtofigureoutwhattodo

next.

Ella:Ihavetogohome.Thankyou



Hope:Sure

Sheopenedthedoorandleft.Hopetookadeep

breathandsighedsittingdown.Helookedatthe

secretdrawerandgrabbedhispowderthenhe

walkedinthebathroomandpoureditinsidebefore

flashingit.Hisroyalgrandfathercalledthenhe

sighedandpicked..

Hope:Hello?

Him:Igotyourvoicemessage.Itriedtoreplyyou

buteverytimeireleasethebuttonnothinggets

sends.Ican'tdotheseyouthfulthings

Hope:Mdalaopalelwakevoicenote

Him:Whoiscarryingaboychildamongstthose

women?

Hope:Idon'tknow,whatdifferencedoesitmake?

Him:Whencanyoufindoutforme?

Hope:Idon'tevenknowhowfaralongtheyare.



Him:Thenfindout,stopsmokingwhateveryou're

smokingandactlikeafatherorthree.DoesRain

knowyou'vebeencheatingonher?

Hope:No

Him:Dotheothersknowabouther?

Hope:Theotheronedoesn'tknowsheispregnant

yet,isowanttoactlikeit'snotmebutI'malready

worriedaboutthebaby'shealth.Theotherdoesn't

knowanythingaboutRain,shethinkswearea

family.Rainandibrokeupbutnowthatiknowwhy

shehasbeenactingupithinkit'sjustpregnancy

hormonesandshehatesitwhenismokearound

her.Sheisprotectingmybabyfromme...Makes

melooksstupid.Mydadwouldbehurtifhefinds

outihavesomanychildrenwithdifferentwomen.

Him:Bonacanyoufindoutwhoiscarryingaboy?

I'dreallyliketomakesureherfamilyunderstands

thatwewilltakefullresponsibilityforthatbaby...

Andtheotherbabiesofcourse.I'mnotfavouringi

justwanttoknowwhoiscarryingaboy.

Hope:ItmakesnodifferencetomebutI'llfindout.



Him:Andifyouwantmetohelpyoutakecareof

them.I'mgettingold...Yourfatherwassupposedto

dothis.BogosiboatsalelwaHopeandwiththe

righttrainingyoucandothis...Mybrothersareso

waitingformetodiesotheycantakeoverbecause

theythinkyou'renotinterested.Chancewas

actuallyabouttodoright...Dothisforyourfather.

Andyou'rebrokebuttheroyalfamilycanaffordto

takecareofallofthosechildren.Themotherofthe

boyhastobetakencareof.

Hope:OK...I'llcomeseeyou.

Him:Good..

Hehungupandpulledoutthelastnicotinegum

thenhetextedOrefe..

Hope:Hey,thesegumsarefinished.

Orefe:I'llbringyoumoreinanhour.Justgothome

now.Willyouholdonuntilthen?

Hope:Yeah.



Orefe:Goodboy.

Hope: Whencanwegoforthescan?

Heclosedthemessagewithherandtypeda

messageforRain.

Hope:Atleastiknowwhyyoubeenuptight. But

thanksforprotectingthebabyfromme.Itwon'tbe

necessaryfromnowon..Ketsholotseeverything.

Rain: Omaakawena

Hope:I'mseeoi

Rain:You'llvisitmeafterafewdays,dealwiththe

withdrawals.Iknowthey'rehardtodealwith.

Hope:Yesma'am.Anythingicanorderforyou?

Rain:Iwantawatermelon...Aredandsweetjuicy

one.

Hope:Sendingonenow.Theywillcallyoufor

directions.



Rain:Thankyoudaddy

Hope:Awfuck,sayitagain...

Rain:Dahddy..

Hope:Iloveyou

Rain:Iloveyoutoo.

HereceivedamessagefromOrefe..

Orefe:GoingtoBath

Hope:Cool.You'llfindsomethingtoeathere...

Anythingspecialyouwant?

Orefe:Anythingsalty..Chickenorsteak

Hope:Perfect.Iloveyou

Orefe:Iloveyoutoobabe.

Hestoodupandwalkedout...



AtJade'sHouse...

LateronDallasatewhilewatchingsoccerthen

therewasaknockonthedoor,hestoodupand

walkedtothedoorwhereheopened.Assoonas

thedooropenedtwouniformedofficerswalkedin...

Man:Danielhowareyou?

Dallas:I'mfine..

Man:Doyoumindcomingwithus?OhI'magent

Thabo,

Dallas:Idon'tunderstand,dididosomethingwrong?

AreyoufromCID?

Man:WearefromDIS,wehavebeeninformedthat

youwanttodigupagraveofoneoftheexecuted

prisonerswhichisacriminaloffencepunishableby

law.Let'sgo..

Dallasputdowntheremoteandgothisphone,but



oneoftheofficersgothisphoneastheyescorted

himtothecaranddroveoffwithhim.

*

*

*

*
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Intheinterrogationroom...

Dallasheartpoundedashewaitedintheroom,one

officerwalkedinandsatdownputtingavoice

recorderonthetable.Itfeltlikesomekindofa

crimedocumentary.Hedidn'trealisehowserious

thiswasuntilhelookedatthisseriousman'sface

butthenitstilldidn'tmakesensewhythe

intelligenceagencywasdealingwithhimwhenthe



normalpoliceoratleastthecriminalinvestigation

departmentcouldbedealingwithhim.Healways

thoughtintelligenceofficealwaysdealswithbigger

andcomplicatedcrimesagainstthecountry's

security...

Him:WhydoyouwanttodigChance'sgrave?

Dallas:Ijustwantclosure.That'sthehonesttruth...

Iknowthatwhenpeopleareexecutedtheyget

buriedinprison..Iunderstandandrespectthat,but

aftersomanyyearsistillcan'tmoveon.

Painblockedhisthroatandhelookeddownas

tearsburnedhiseyes...

Dallas:Ikeephopingforscenariosfromdifferent

moviesjustsomyfriendcanbealive.Wheneveri

watchamovieandacharacterturnsoutnotdeadi

hopelifecanturnoutlikethatforhim...



Theofficerleanedbackandsighed..

Him:It'saseriousoffencetotrydoingwhatyoujust

did..Bribingispunishablesoistryingtodigupa

body.Temperingwithacopseisanoffenceonit's

own.

Dallas:Iunderstandthat,I'msorry.Itwon'thappen

again.

Him:I'mgoingtoletyouoffwithawarning.The

nexttimeyoudothatyou'llbechargedandyou'll

spendyearsbehindbars.

Dallas:I'msorry.Itwon'thappenagain.

Him:I'llbebackinafewminutes.

Theofficerstoodupandwalkedoutleavinghim

alone.Dallasleanedoverthetableandsighed...

Minuteslaterhewasescortedoutofthebuilding,

hetookouthisphoneanddialledhisson.



AtHope'sHouse...

ThenextmorningHope'salarmbuzzedbesidesthe

bed,hereachedoverandswitcheditoffbuthis

headremainedonthebedashethoughtfullylooked

around.Hewasn'tsurehowhe'dgetthepharmacy

offthegroundwithoutanymoneytorestock

becauseitwashisonlysourceofincomeandthe

onlywayhe'dsupportallthesechildren...

Hegotupandsatontheedgeofthebedashis

handsshookuncontrollably,helookedathis

withdrawalsymptomsandofcourseeverypartof

himbadlyneededapuffortwopillsatleastbuthe

wasn'tgoingto...

Hewalkedinthebathroominhisboxerbriefsand

tookabaththenshebrushedhisteethandwalked

outofthemasterbedroom,hehadn'tsteppedinthe



otherroomsformonthsletaloneuseanyofthem.

Hepausedforamomentandthoughtfullylooked

around.Heprobablydidn'tneedtoliveinthis

mansionallalone.Hehadtoputatenantinand

stayinabachelorhousetosavemoremoneyfor

thechildren.

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenheopenedthe

door,Hakeemwalkedinsmoking..

Hakeem:Youbeensilent,what'sup?

Hope:I'mgood...

Hegotthecigarettefromhislipslikehe'dputit

betweenhislipsasusualbuthekilleditoverflower

vasefullofwater.

Hakeem:Whatareyoudoing?

Hope:I'mtryingtoquit,youcan'tsmokearoundme



itwilltemptme.

Hakeem:What'sgoingon?(smiled)Ohwait..You're

quitingforthemoneythenweareonaftertakingit

right?Wareyou'llgetmeaRunXakere?

Hope:Ican'tgiveyoumoneylaiteaka,RainleFefe

bapregnant

Hakeem:Sowhatakerebothofthesegirlsare

working,youonlysupport50%theysupport50%,

youhavealotofmoneycomingin.

Hope:No,myfathertoldmethatonceiget

someonepregnantimustknowthatit'smy

responsibility.Aslongastheydon'tmisusethe

moneyisendformychildrenI'mgoingtomake

sureigivethemenough.GapeFefeisasoldier,that

meansI'llbewiththechildmorethanshecan

becausesheisalwaystravelling,ifIdon'tsupport

ourchildshe'llbeforcedtosendhimtoherparents.

Ihavetopaymoresowecanhireananny.Same

withRain,hermotherisabusywoman.Shewon't

beyourtypicalgrandma...WhateveramountIgive

theotheristhesameamountneededkaha.



Hakeem:Buthowmuchcanitbe?Ngwanaakereo

isanaP500helatherradon'tdothatiwasexcited

aboutusgettingthismoney.

Hope:Iknowbutwabonakeimisitseakeremr...I

don'tknowhowmuchachildneedspermonthbut

I'msureit'snotP500.Gapegaba2they'reactually

3butican'ttellyouwhothe3rdgirlisbecauseI'm

tryingtofigureouthowbesttosolvethis.

Hakeem:ButRunXoutofamillionHope?After

beingfriendsforsolong?Ithoughtyouunderstood

mysituation.

Hope:Batatiromr...Applyforjobs.Ican'tpromise

youanythingI'mexpecting3children,2ofthemare

goingtobebornonthesamemonth...I'mnotsure

abouttheotherbutotherswillbebornonthesame

month.That'salottodealwith.Thatmoneyis

goingstraighttothepharmacy,Ialsohaveto

invest...Iwanttobuyaplotforeachchildandbuild

rentalhousesforthemsotherentmoneycan

supportthem.

Hakeem:Soyou'rebuildinghousesforgirlswho



mightevendumpyou?

Hope:Theplotswillremaininmynames.The

housesareformychildren.I'mjusttryingtomake

lifeeasierformyselfsoIdon'ttrendonFacebook

gotweI'mnotsupportingandlet'sbehonest,my

childrenwillbetheonlyfamilyihave.Youhave

siblingsandparents.Whatdoihave?Asmuchas

I'mscaredI'mexcitedaboutthis,don'truinit...

You'remyboysupportme..

Hakeem:(sighed)Alright...Havetogo...

Hope:Wearegoodright?Nohardfeelings?

Hakeem:I'mgood...Gosharp

HeturnedaroundandwalkedoutasHopestood

therelookingathim.Hesighedandwalkedbackto

thebedroomwherehesatonthebed,JANGO!!!He

jumpedandranouttothebackofthehousewhere

heopenedwhatusedtobehisfather'sofficethen

hepushedthedustybookshelfaside,heopened

thehiddendoorandwalkeddownthedark

basement,heswitchedthelightsonandlookedat



Jangoashesatonthefloortiedtoabasement

pillar.

HopeuntiedtheTshirttiedaroundhismouthand

squattedinfrontofhimasJango'sheadfelltothe

sideweakly.

Jango:Ineedmyshot...

Hope:Howcomeyoudidn'tgetattacked...My

fatherlostmymotherinahousebreak-in,uncle

Dallaslosttwodaughters...Oneofwhichwashis

onlyblood...WhatdidyouloseJango?

Jango:ThelittleIhadburneddown...Pleaseinject

me.I'mveryweak.Ineedmyinsulinshot.

Hope:Nobodyknowsyou'reinhereandI'mgoingto

letyoudieinhereifyoudon'ttellme.

Jango:Please...

Hope:YouthinkI'mplayingright..



Hestoodupandwalkedawaythenheswitchedoff

thelightsandtookth3firststeponthestaircase,

Jangoburstintotearscrying...

Jango:Itwasn'tme...Butiknowwhodidit...

Hopeturnedaroundandsteppeddownthenhe

switchedonthelightslookingatJango.

Jango:Givemeashotiwilltellyou

Hope:SoyouthinkI'mplayingyou?

Jango:(crying)Yourfatherwasnotlikethis

Hope:IamnotChanceMoilwaandifyouthinki

havemercyinmeyou'rewrong.Igrewupwithout

parentsbecauseofyou!Theleastyoucandoisto

telluswhodidthisbecauseifinditveryfunnythat

youwalkedoutfree.Iwantthosepeopletopayfor

killingmymother...Theyshouldbecharged.With

yourweight...Youdidn'tdoitbutyouknowwhodid...



Jango:It'smycousinPhoko

Hope:Keeptalking..

Jango:Idon'thavestrength...Pleasegivememy

insulinshot.

Hope:I'mgoing

Jango:Wait...Theycametomyhousedemanding

money,Igavethemwhatihadandtoldthemi

finishedmymoneybutiknewChancehadsaved

hismoney...Dallasusedareasonableamountbut

Chancedidn'tbuyalotsoiknewhehadmoney.I

didn'tknowThulididn'tknowwherethemoneyis

andIdidn'tknowPhokowouldtakeitthatfarwith

hisfriends.Iwasafraidtospeakbecauseiknew

Chancewouldkillmeforsure...Yearspassedand

theybrokeintoDallashousebecausetheyknewhe

probablystillhadmoneysincethehospitalhadalso

givenhimcompensationforcuttinghisballs.That

andtheheistmoney...Butididn'tknowanything

aboutthisoneuntilithappened...I'mjustassuming

it'shimbecauserightafterhedemandedmoney

fromme,igavehimwhatIhadonmeandleft.Heis



stayinginSouthAfricawithhisfriendsthat'swhere

theykeeprobbingpeople.Pleasegivemethe

injection...

Hope:Yourstoryisnotconvincing...Somethingis

missing

Jango:I'mamanofGodanditfeelsgoodtofinally

letthisout.Callthepoliceiwilltellthem

everything...IfeltguiltyforThuli'smotherbecausei

knewtheywereplanningtobreakinthehousebuti

didn'tknowtheywilltakeittoofar.

Hopelookedathimashebrokedowncryingthen

heturnedaroundandswitchedoffthelights.

Hope:Evenifyouscream,nobodywillhearyouin

thebasement.Keepthinkingandgivememore

detailswhenicomeback.Idon'tfeelyourstoryat

all.Youwouldhavetoldmyfatherifyouwere

innocent.

Jango:Yourfatherlovedyourmothersomuchhe



wouldhavekilledmefornottellinghimwhatPhoko

wasplanning!Please!!

Hopeclosedthedoorandpushedthebookshelf

thenheleanedoverthedeskandsighed.Hewalked

inthebedroomanddialledDallas...

Atthepharmacy...

LateronRainparkedthecarandsteppedoutjust

asasoldiersteppedoutofhercar,thesoldier

lookedatherheelsandsmiled..

Soldier:Youlookbeautiful..

Sheturnedaroundtuckingherhairbehindherear

andsmiledlookingather,she'dneverseena

womansoldierbeforeandshelookedsosmartit

evenfeltgoodtogetacomplimentfromabeautiful



woman.

Rain:Thankyou..You'rebeautiful.I'venevermeta

womansoldierbefore.Ithoughtonewouldbea

tomboyorsomething.

Her:(laughed)Thankyou...

Theywalkedtowardsthepharmacy...

Rain:Sowhatdoyoudoifyou'reawomansoldier?

Her:(laughed)Anythingasoldierhastodo

Rain:Soyou'veheldagunbefore?

Her:(laughed)Wannyatsanemma?

Rain:(laughed)No,ijustcan'timaginemyself

fightingandnowhavingtoimagineawoman

shootingwithoutevenfeelingscared?

Her:It'sajob...

Rain:Mmethemmayoulookgoodinuniform.I



loveit,youmademyday...Ialwaysheardtheytake

womenintheforcebutI'veneveractuallyseenone

withmyeyes.You'renotalesbianright?

Her:(laughed)Whydopeopleassumesoldier

womenarelesbians?Doesholdingagunand

havingthegutstoshootmakemelessofawoman?

Rain:I'msorry...Thatcameoutwrong.

Her:(laughed)It'sok,I'mnotalesbianandican

neverbe.I'mtotallyintoadick...AndI'mpregnant.

Rain:(smiled)I'mpregnanttoo...I'm4months

pregnant

Her:Metoo,justheretograbsomethingtoeasethe

morningsickness

Rain:Wow,metoo.Congratulations

Her:Congratulationstoyoutoo..

Theywalkedinchattingandqueuedbehindanold

man...

*



*

*

*

*
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Atthepharmacy...

Theoldmansteppedoverrightaftertheother

customerhadpaidthenhetookoffhishat...

Him:Hello?WhereisHope?

Cashier:Um...Hesteppedout,doyouhavean

appointmentwithhim?

Him:What'swrongwiththisboy?Didn'thetellme

heishere...Whereishisoffice?



ThecashierrecognisedtheKingandsmilednot

surewhattosay..

Cashier:Well,peoplearenotallowedtowaitinhis

officeonhisabsencebutiguessyoucangoin.It's

thisside...

HeturnedandwalkedtowardstheofficesasOrefe

steppedoverandpaidforhermedicationlookingat

Hope'sgrandfather.ThankGodhehadsaid

something,shewasplanningtopassbyandsay

hellotoHope.

Raintookadeepbreathandsighedlookingatthe

oldman,guessshe'dhavetoleave.Shewas

planningasurpriseofficevisittoseeifindeedthis

manwasoffdrugsandcigarettes.

Meanwhileoutside,Hopedrovepastthepublic



parkinglotashisgrandfathercalled.Hepickedas

hiseyesranpastRainandFefe'scars...

Hope:(wonderingaboutcars)What?

Him:Didyoujustanswermesayingwhat?

Hope:(snappedoutofit)No,I'mthinkingabout

somethingelse..

Him:Whereareyou?

Hope:I'llbethereinaminute.I'moutside.

Him:Ithaganelemonna.

Hope:Eerra.

Hehungupandparkedinhisreservedparking,both

ladieswalkedoutofthepharmacychattingandhe

bentoverhidingbeforeslowlyliftinghishead

lookingatthemwithoneeye,theywerefarhe

couldn'ttelliftherewasanargument...Theyeach

gotintheircarsanddroveoffindifferentdirections

thenheleanedbackandsighedinrelief.



Hetookouthisphoneandcheckedifhehada

messagefromanyofthembuttherewasnothing.

HesteppedoutandwalkedinthebuildingasDallas

calledhim...

Hope:Hello?

Dallas:Didyougivehimhisinsulin?

Hope:Yeah,

Dallas:Keephimthereuntiligetthere.I'monmy

way,I'llprobablyarrivelateintheafternoon.Ialso

havesomethinginterestingtotellyou.

Hope:OK.Bye

Dallas:AndHope?

Hope:Yeah?

Dallas:Thanksforcallingme..ThisistheHopemy

friendmade,iknewyouwerestillinthere.



Hopewalkedtowardshisofficescratchinghishead

struckbyguiltnotsurehowtorespond.

Dallas:Bye

Hope:Bye

Hehungupandwalkedintheofficethenheclosed

thedoorashisgrandfathersatonhischair.

Him:Icametoyouakereyouwanttobebegged.

Hope:(laughed)Ihadabusyday,iwasgoingto

comebyafterwork.

Him:Iwantyouathomethisweekend,wehavea

lottodo.

Hope:Iknow...

Him:Howarethesewomenhandlingthisissue?

Hope:Theydon'tknoweachotheratleastihopeso..

Him:Youhavetotellthem,ifyouletthemfindout



oneofthemwillleaveyouanditwillbesadifthe

motheroftheboyleaves.

Hope:Iamnotdoingthat...

Him:Ifyoudon'tsitthemdownandexplainyourself

likeamanyouwilllosebothofthem.Thebesttime

totellthemisnowwhenthey'repregnantandalittle

toohungonyou.You'llhavetimetoproveyourself...

Bythetimetheygetoutofbotsetsiglowingand

attractingothermalesyou'llhavehadtimetoprove

you'reworththeriskespeciallytothemotherofthe

boy.

Hope:Womeninyourtimedidthat,notanymore.

Fefeisasoldiershewillshootmeifshedoesn'tcut

myballsinmysleep,asforRainsheleavesso

easilyshemightjustnevertalktome.AsforElla

sheisgoingtohatemewhenshefindsout,no

doubtaboutthat.

Him:Soyouwanttowaituntileverythingblowson

yourface?Youwantdrama?Youdon'twanttotalk?

Hope:Idon'twanttomaketheirlivesmiserableby

tellingthemsomethinglikethatwhenweshouldbe



celebratingourfirstchildren.

Him:Talkingaboutthat,whoiscarryingaboy?

Hope:It'stooearlytotell,wewillcheckinafew

weeks.Sohowmuchdoigetifistepupanddothis

kingdomthingy...Iwon'thavetositkokgoteng

thoughright?

Him:Haveyoueverseenmesittingthereallday?

Butiftherearemeetingsyouhavetobethere,there

aredutiestoo..Kgosiattendsalotofthings

includinggoingtontloyadikgosiandthingslike

that.It'snotasbackwardsasyouthink,andyou

canmakeitmodernifyoumakeitglamorousand

respectable.

Hope:Butithinkwearingtheskinofacheetahis

kindcool...Soifidothisialsohavetheprivilegeof

marryingmorethanonewifeakere?

Him:Well,backinthedaysyes,myfatherhadto

wivesandhisfatherhad4.I'venevermarriedmore

thanoneatatimebutidivorcedafewtryingtoget

aboy.YourfatherwastheonlysonIhad...Andi

haddeniedhim.Ittookyearstofixthatrelationship



andwhenhewasfinallyreadytotakeoverthe

kingdomeverythingcamecrumblingdown...ButI'm

gladhegavetheroyalfamilyason.I'm

disappointedthatuniversityKindofchangedyou

fromthehumblesoftspokenlittleboyiknewbut

I'mhopinghavingthesechildrenwillmakeyou

thinklikeaman.

Hopeslowlysatdownandsighedlookingathis

grandfather...

Hope:Ididn'tplanmychildrenorhavingtwo

womenatthesametime.Itjusthappenedbecausei

washighallthetime.Idon'tevenknowhowI

managedtobalancemyselfwithoutthemnoticing

anything.

Him:Butnowyou'reabouttomessitup,thebest

timetoletthemknowisnow.I'llhelpyoubecause

verysoontheirfamilieswillbecontactingus..As

muchasyou'reaMoilwayouknowafter

grandmother'sdeaththeyhandedyouovertothe



royalhouse.Meaningeverythingwillbehandledby

ustheonlyfamilyyouhave.Trustmebeingroyalty

comeswithadvantages..

Helookedathisgrandfatherandsmiledtempted...

Him:Youdon'thavetobealone...You'regoingtobe

apowerfulmanwiththrrightpeoplebehindyou.

Hope:OK...I'lldoit.

Hetookadeepbreathandsighed...

AtDallasHouse...

LaterthatafternoonEllawalkedinthehouseand

satonthebed,shetookoutherfileoftestpapers

soshecouldgoshowhermotherbutshefeltsome

kindofmovementinherstomach,shepausedand

therewasnothingthenshecarriedon.Thesoft



vibrationkindoflikemovementhappenedagain

andsheputherpapersdown.Couldshereallybe

pregnant?Thiswasreallyweird.

Hermotherknockedonthedoorandopened...

Thuto:Hi,I'vebeenwaitingforyou.Istillcan'tstop

thinkingaboutwhyyourtestcamepositive,tomake

mattersworsenothingfitsyouanymore.Your

clothesaregettingtightbecauseyou'regaining

weight.Iwantustogoforascantoseeif

everythingisOK.Don'tchangeyouruniform,let's

justgo.

Ella:Ok..

Sheputdowneverythingthenshegrabbedher

phonefromthecharger.

Attheprivateclinic...



MinuteslatertherewassilenceasThutoparkedthe

car,Ella'sheartpoundedasshesteppedoutofthe

carandfollowedher,shestillcouldn'tstopthinking

aboutthatlittlemovementshefeltearlier.She

couldn'tthinkofanypossibleexplanationifshe

waspregnant.She'dneverbeenclosetoanyman...

Nobodyevertouchedherdownthere...

ShewaitedonthecouchwatchingthemountedTV

whilehermothertalkedtotheladyoverthecounter.

Minuteslatertheywalkedinthedoctorsofficeand

satdown..

Doctor:Goodafternoon...Mayihelpyou?

Thuto:Yes..Mydaughterspregnancytestcame

positivebutsheissureshedidn'thavesexsoi

wantascantoseeifindeedsheisnot.Canyou

alsocheckifsheissexuallyactive?



Doctor:Yes,Ican...

Thedoctorlookedatherregistrationsdocuments

checkingandstoodupputtingonhisgloves..

Doctor:Comelayoverheremygirl.

Ellalaidonthebed,thedoctorsqueezedgelonher

stomachandlookedatthemonitor..

Doctor:Ella?

Ella:Rra?

Doctor:Areyouafraidofyourmother?

Ella:Well..Sometimes

Doctor:Doyouwanthertostepoutsidesowetalk?

Ella:No,I'mnothidinganything

Doctor:Butyou'repregnant...Thisisababy...That's

theheartoverthere...Canyouseeit?



Thuto'sheartskippedasshelookedatthemonitor,

Ella'sheartpoundedasshelookedatthescreen

thoughshecouldn'tseeanythingbesidesthefuzzy

blackandwhitescreen..

Doctor:You're4monthspregnant...

Ella:(tearfully)Ididn'thavesex!

Thuto:Stopwiththecrocodiletears...Whylieeven

whenyouhavenoreasonto

Ella:I'mnotlying

Doctor:Canicheckifyou'restillavirginthen?

Ella:Yes!

Doctor:Takeoffyourpanties..

Shetookoffherpantiesandthedoctorchangedthe

glovesbeforepulledhislightoverherthenhe

examinedher...



Doctor:Thisisweird...Sheisnotsexualactive.She

hasneverhadsex.

Thuto:Sheprobablyrubbedonwithsomeboy.

Whateverthecasemaybecanyousurgicalabortit?

Ellaturnedlookingathermothertearfully..

Ella:Butithasaheart..

Thuto:Elladoyouhavethemeanstosupporta

baby?Doyouknowthefather?Whereisthebaby

goingtostay?Doyouknowhowmuchpampers

cost?ShouldIsendyoutoschoolandalsohirea

nannyforyou?

Ella:Iwilldropoutandtakecareofthebaby.

Thuto:Inwhosehouse?Whatwillpeoplesayabout

myparenting?Youweresupposedtobestudying

butyouletaboycumonyourpantiesandendedup

gettingpregnant.Wearecleaningyouup,your

fatherdoesn'thavetoknowaboutthis.Nobodyhas



to...Youhavetofinishschool.Ifyoudon'tknowthe

fatherwhydoyoucare?Ifyou'remychildyou'll

listentome..Doyouunderstandme?

Ellalookedattheultrasoundpictureofthebaby

hangingontheprinterandtearfullylookedather

motherthenshenoddedupanddown...

*

*

*

*
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Attheclinic..

ThedoctortookadeepbreathlookingatEllaand



removedhisgloves...

Doctor:Abortionisillegal,Icouldlosemylicence

overthisandbechargedwithmurder...Andithink

youshoulddiscussthisathome.Itdoesn'tmatter

whatyoudecideattheendofthedayit'sherchoice.

Asmuchassheisyoungsheisoldenoughtomake

suchadecision.(toElla)Youcango...Ohandthe

babyisdoingwell,nocomplications.Takethisto

theclinicforregistrationifyoudecidetokeepit.

Ella:Thankyou.

Thuto:Thankyoudoctor.

Doctor:You'rewelcome.

Shewalkedoutandpaidatthereceptionthenthey

walkedoutoftheclinic,theygotinthecarthen

Thutotookadeepbreathandsighedleaningback.

Thuto:Whodoyouthinkisthefather?



Ella:Idon'tknow.

Thuto:Ok,iknowthatisoundedabitrudeinthere

butthat'sonlybecauseI'maparent.Nomotherwill

beexcitedtofindoutherteenagedaughteris

pregnant.Iknowteenagepregnantisathingnow

butyoudon'thavetobepartofthestatistics...

Beingamotherisnoteasy.Evenifyoudon'tknow

howyougotpregnantsoonafterthebabyisborn

youmighthaveanideaorthefathermightshowup

yearsafter...Likemostwomenyou'llwantafamily,

notjustforyoubutforyourchildtoo.Thisperson

doesn'tdeservetobepartofyourafterdoingthis...

Rememberwhereyoucomefrom..You'remy

daughteryesbutyouknowyourdeepestpain...

Don'tyouwanttofinishschoolandbeastrong

womanwhocantakecareofherself?Youcanmeet

aneducatedmanwhereveryou'regoingtoschool,

getmarriedandhavechildrenattherighttime.

Ella:Ifeellikeit'stoolateforme,myfatewas

decidedwhenGodletthishappen.Evenifigetall

thatiwon'tbehappyknowingthatikilledababy,ifi

killthisbabyitmeansI'mworsethanmymother



whodecidedtothrowmeinatoiletandmoveon

withherlifelikeineverexisted.I'mtheabandoned

childsoiknowthepainandiwon'tletmybabyfeel

it...

Thuto:Havingachildchangeseverythingabout

yourlifeandbody,everything!

Ella:Idon'thaveachoice

Thuto:(sighed)You'reachild,youdon'tknowwhat

you'redoing.Canyouthinkofanythingthatmight

haveledtothispregnancy?It'snoteasytoget

pregnant,yodon'tsitonaboyslapandget

pregnant,iftherewasnopenetrationthenhemust

havebeendirectly-

Shesighedfailingtopaintsuchagraphicpicture

forher...

Thuto:Hasanyoneevertouchedyou...Anyoneatall?

Ella:No..JustHope.

Thuto:Hope?HopeasinHopeMoilwa?



Ella:Yes,Iwashavingperiodpainsandiwentto

seehim,hegavememedicationforperiodpains.

Heputtheothersyringeinsidemy...Youknow,it

wasafullsyringethenhegavemepills.I'venever

hadmyperiodsincebutiwashappybecausethe

painsstopped.Ihadmyperiod2weeksafterbutit

wassosmallanditwasn'tpainful.Whenigotsick

yesterdayiwenttothepharmacyagainandhegave

methis

Shereachedforherbagbetweenherlegsand

remembereditwasathome.

Ella:Hegavemeasyrupformorningsicknessthen

hegavemeaninjectionandsomepills.

Thuto:Wait...Heputmedicationinsideyouwitha

syringe?Canyoudescribethemedicationforme?

Ella:Itwascloudyorcreamwhite...Itsmelledfunny

too,itwasthickanditmademypantiesreallywet

buthesaiditsbecausethemed-doyouthinkHope

inseminatedmeliketheydotocowsinAgriculture?



Thutolookedatherandherthroatdriedalmost

crackingasshetriedtoswallow...

Thuto:Youshouldn'thavebeenanywherenear

Hope,youknowheisbadnews.Yourfatheris

alwaystalkingabouthowHopeisruininghislife,he

isondrugstooandhehasagirlfriend.Didyoufall

asleepatsomepoint?Maybehedruggedyouand

rapedyou...Nothedoctorsaysyou'reOK.Itmust

havebeenthesyringe.

Ella:Idon'tthinkhedidonpurpose,maybethere

wasamistake.I'veneverdoneanythingtohimand

hewasnicetome

Thuto:Hopeisanadult...Heisapharmacistnota

gynaecologist,heshouldn'thavebeenlookingat

yourvaginainthefirstplace.

Ella:Idon'tthinkhedidonpurpose,maybeitwasa

mistakeandhewasafraidtoadmithemadea

mistake.Nobodywouldeverdothattotheother

person,heknowsifhedoesthatitwouldaffectmy



educationandI'dbestuckwithababymywholelife.

Thuto:Ifeelsorryforyou,becausebykeepingthis

babyyou'regivingthismanexactlywhathewanted.

You'rerewardinghimwithababy.

Ella:Ifhedidonpurposeiwon'tevertalktohimand

hewon'tseethebaby.I'dhatehimbutijustdon't

thinkHopedidonpurpose.Maybehewantedto

picktheothermedicationandpickedthewrongone.

Thuto:EllaI'myourmother!Iknowthereisn'ta

medicationyoupushinsideyourvaginawitha

syringe..YestherearepillsbutI'veneverheardof

medicine,evenifitwasthere,whatwashetreating?

Shesighedandstartedthecarthenshedroveout....

AtHakeem'sparents...

Hakeemwalkedinthehouseandpassedhis

motherbythecouchheadingtohisroomwherehe

closedthedoor.Hismotherfollowedhimand



openedthedoor...

Her:Hakeem?Thisiswhyiwantyoutomoveout.

Whydidn'tyougreetme?

Hakeem:Igreetyoueveryday,I'vebeengreeting

youeversinceiwasachild...Imissonemomentof

greetingandI'mgettingkickedout?

Her:Iwantyououtbecauseyoueatanddon'tdo

dishes,youdon'tpayanybills...Iwouldn'tmindif

youwereactuallyapplyingforjobsandnotfinding

anything.You'repickyandyouwanttohave

everythinghandedtoyoulikeHopeforgettingthat

heisenjoyingmoneyfromhisfather'sbusinesses

andinsurances.Hopeisdelayingyoubyborrowing

youhiscarsandbuyingyouclotheslikeyou'rehis

girlfriend.Thedayheactuallygetsagirlfriendor

makesababyyou'llbelefttofendforyourself

becauseallhismoneyandattentionwillbegoingto

hisfamily.Youontheotherhandwon'tevenhavea

girlfriendbecausewomendon'tlikealadyman...

Broketheycancompromiseandconvince



themselvestheywillgetrichwithyoubutlazyisthe

worstcharacteristicforayoungmanyourage.

Hakeemquietlytookoffhisshoesandtookoffhis

Tshirtashismothertalked...

Hakeem:OnedayI'llfindajobandyou'llmissme..

Her:Misswhatexactly?I'veworkedhardtohelp

yougetsomewhereinlifeandthisiswhatyou're.At

youragestilllivinginyourparentshouse..Yourage

mateislivinginamansionandowningabusiness

andarentalproperty.Whatdoyouhave?Besides

beinghispuppywhatdoyoudotobetteryourlife?

Hakeemlookeddownwithalongface...

Her:You'reuseless...

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedoutthenhetookout



hisphoneandlaiddownpressingit,henoticed

Orefehadupdatedherstatusthenheclickedonit,it

wasapictureofHopesleepingonherbedwitha

caption"Howtheysleepaftermakingababy",the

statuspassedandanotherfriend'sstatusplayed

thenRain'sstatus,itwasapictureofthepregnancy

testingstickwithtwolineswithablushingemoji.

Heforwardedthestatustoherinbox..

Hakeem:Congratulationstomyboi

Rain:Thankyou

Hakeem:Whatwouldyoudoifheimpregnatedtwo

orthreeofyouatthesametime?

Rain: NotHope,butnkascreamergore!

Hakeem: Ok

Rain:Whywouldyouaskmesomethinglikethat?

Hakeem: I'mhighandthinkingofcrazyshit.

Wouldyouconsiderabortionforyoursanity?

Rain:Oseriousnerra?Letmecallyou.



Hakeem: I'mkidding...Myboiwouldnever.

HewentbacktoOrefe'sstatusandforwardeditto

herinboxforareply.

Hakeem: Ihopehedidn'tmakeababy

Orefe: Why?

Hakeem: Howfarawayisyourgun?

Orefe:StopplayingaroundHakeem,whatdoyou

mean?

Hakeem:I'mkiddingbutknowingmyboyI'dsay

abortforyoursanity.Idon'tthinkheisreadyfora

baby.

Orefe:Whydoyousaythat?

AtHope'sHouse...

LateronHopeparkedbesidesDallascarand



steppedout,heunlockedthedoorandtheywalked

in.

Dallas:Didyourecordhim?

Hope:No,ididn'tbelievewhateverheissaying.He

isdefinitelylying.Hewasinonit.

Hepushedthebookshelfandopenedthedoorthen

theywalkeddownthebasementasheswitchedthe

lightson.

Jangolaiddownwithhiseyesclosedpretendingto

bedead,Hopekickedhimonthethighandslapped

him..

Hope:Getup!

HeturneduphisheadandlookedinDallaseyes,

Dallaspulledaplasticchairandsatinfrontofhim.



Dallas:Whathappened?

Jango:ItwasPhoko...HesuspectedI'moneofthe

guyswhodidtheheistwhenIwashavingparty

afterparty,heblackmailedmethroughoutthattime

andgotclose250K..WhenhenoticedIwasbroke

hecameforChance,ididn'tknowhe'dkillThuliI

wouldhavewarnedyouguys

Dallas:Idon'tbelieveyou..

Jango:It'sthetruth..

Dallas:Theykilledmydaughter-daughters...Dale

waskilledandyouknewwhokilledherallthese

yearsofclaimingtobeapastornotoncedidyou

utteraword!

Jango:BecauseiwasscaredPhokowouldcome

formyfamily!

Dallastearfullylookedathimthenheswallowed

andshookhishead.



Dallas:Untiehim,lethimgo.Heisnotworthit....

Hopesteppedoveranduntiedhimthenhestoodup.

Dallas:Don'tevertalktome,ihopeThuliandthe

deathsofmydaughtershauntyou.

Jangowalkedtowardsthestairsandranout,Dallas

puthishandsoverhisfaceandswallowed...

Dallas:ItalkedtotheprisonofficerbecauseI

wantedtoseeyourfather'sgraveandremainsbut

maDISpickedmeupandwarnedmenottoever

sniffanywherenearChance'sgrave.

Hope:Whywouldyouwanttoseehisgrave?

Dallas:Becausethelawyernevertalksaboutyour

fatherassomeoneinthepast.Thelaststrawwas

whenhesaidyourfatherseesyouusingdrugsand

runningthebusinessdownbutthereisnothinghe



cando.

Hopeslowlysquattedlookingathiminshock..

Hope:Heoncesaidifiwasn'talwayshighhe'd

sharesomeofthesecretswithmebutIthoughthe

wasjusttryingtogetmetostopusingdrugs.Do

youthink-?

Dallas:Buthowwoulditbepossible?Anyways

you'retheonlypersonwhocansolvealltheseby

actingrightuntilthislawyerissurehecantrustyou.

Hestoodupandsighed...

Dallas:Letmegohome...Ijustcamestraighthere.

Hope:OK..

HeturnedaroundandlookedatHopeproudlybut



Hopelookeddownguiltstricken.

Dallas:I'mproudofyou,icanseetodayyou're

sober.Keepitup..Andonemorething..Youmight

notlikethisbutsometimesourfriendsareadanger

toourfamilies.Jangoisaperfectexample,idon't

believehim...Heletmoneycomebetweenour

friendship.BecauseofhimChancelostawifeheso

lovedandafterthatheneverrecoveredandloved

anyonethewayhelovedyourmother.Ilosttwo

daughtersbecauseofafriend.Becarefulwith

Hakeem...Iknowyoutwocomefromwaybackbut

sodidJangoandus.Atleastyoudon'thavea

familyyet,whenyougetafamilydon'tletfriends

nearthem.

Hope:Iunderstand.Thankyou.

Theywalkedoutandpushedtheshelfbeforehe

walkedhimtothecar,hisheartpoundedatthe

thoughtoftellingDallaswhathehaddonetohis

daughterwhenhewasondrugs,buthismouth



couldn'tjustletitout.Dallasstartedthecarand

droveoffashewavedathimandsighed...

AtDallasHouse...

LateronDallaslookedatThutoasshenarrated

everythingthenheturnedandlookedatElla..

Dallas:Areyousure?

Thutohandedherapicturefromthescan...

Thuto:IwasthinkingweshouldabortbutElla

doesn'twantto.

Dallas:It'stoorisky.Wewilltakecareofthebaby

andshewillgobacktoschool.

Thuto:AndHope?

Dallas:Heisdeadtome...Ididn'tknowthatthis



wholetimehewaslookingatmelikeafool.I'mnot

sayinganythingtohimorhisfamily,iftheycome

forthisbabyheisgoingtojail.I'vefoundoutalot

ofthingstodaybutithinkIshouldletgoandstart

living.

Ella:Maybeitwasamistake,youshouldaskhim

whathappened.

Dallas:Itwasn'tamistake!

Thuto:Askhimomokgotsogatseakeregaadumele

gorethereareevilpeopleoutthere.Shethinkshe

meanttopickadifferentsyringeandaccidentally

impregnatedher.IknewthisboyissickbutIdidn't

knowheisthattwisted.Hedeservestobeinjailfor

this.

Dallas:Thereasonidon'twanttoconfronthimis

becauseiwillhurthimreallybadtheminuteilay

myeyesonhim.

Thuto:KgotsogatsaElla,sheistheonewhoneeds

answersbecauseshedoesn'tbelievethereare

twistedpeople.Letherseehowcruelpeoplecanbe

andstillsmileatyou.



DallaspickedhisphoneanddialedHope..

AtHope'sHouse...

MeanwhileHopesatonthebedashisphone

receivedamessagefromFefe.

Babe2:Hi,canyoucomeover.Weneedtotalk.

HefrownedthenDallascallcamethroughbeforehe

couldreply.

Hope:Hello?

Dallas:Cometomyhousenow,thereissomething

weneedtodiscuss.

Hope:Can'twedoitoverthephone?

Dallas:Youcancomeovernowandtalktomeor



wewilltalkatthepolicestation.

Hope:I'llbetherein10minutes

Dallas:5minutes

Hope:Yes,5minutes.

Hehungupandwalkedoutashisheartpounded.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtDallasHouse...



Hopeknockedonthedoorandopenedthenhe

walkedinasDallas,hiswifeandEllasatonthe

couch.Foramomenthewasn'tsurewheretosit,

Ellastoodupandsatnexttoherfatherthenhe

walkedtowardsthecouchandpulledhispants

beforesitting.

HelookedinDallaseyesandhewasboilingbutElla

wassadsomewhatconfused?Hewasn'tsurewhat

shewasthinkingbutknowingshe'ddropoutof

schoolandhaveachildwithamansheprobably

wouldneverbeattractedtomusthavefeltlike

raped.Thiswholethingfeltlikerape...andknowing

thathismotherandfatherwouldbeashamedofhis

behaviourmadeitevenmoredifficult.Hecouldn't

understandhowthisseemedlogicalwhenhedidit...

Dallas:I'mverydisappointedinyou...Iknewyou

weretwistedbutineverexpectedyoutodothis.

Ella:Maybeitwasamistake

Dallas:(turnedtoher)I'mstilltalking!



Ellalookeddownandrubbedherhandstogetheras

Hopelookeddownpoppinghisknuckles.

Dallas:Canyoumakemeunderstandwhyyoudid

this?BecauseI'mfailingtounderstandwhya

licencedpharmacistwouldperformartificial

inseminationonateenager.Mydaughteralso

wantstounderstandwhatshecouldhavepossibly

donetoyouforyoutoturnherwholefuturearound

likethat...

Ellalookedathimwaiting,shejustknewtherewas

abetterexplanationforthis.Hewouldn'tjustruin

herlifefornothing...Theremusthavebeena

misunderstandingorsomethingbecausethrwayhe

wassocalmandniceinthatoffice...Hejust

wouldn't.

Hope:I'mnotproudofwhatIdid,I'mnotproudof



thepersonI'vebeenforthepastcoupleofyears.

I'veallowedalcoholanddrugstoinfluencemydaily

decisionsandnowthatI'mgettingsobereverydayi

havetofaceeachandeverydecisionimadeunder

theinfluenceofdrugs.Iwasfrustratedabout

money,itookdrugsandiwashigh...Iremember

everythingidid.Iwon'tlietoyouandsayididn't

seemyselfdoingit...Atthetimeitseemedlikea

perfectwaytorevengeagainstmyfather'sdeath,

youseemedtobehappyandididn'tunderstand

whyyoucouldn'tjustsignovermymoney.Ididn't

knowthatyouwerebeingafathertome...Bythe

timeiwassoberenoughtounderstandthedamage

wasdone.Icouldonlyofferherasyrupformorning

sicknessandpillsSTDsincasemysemenhad

STDs.Iknewthebabyneededthatprotection.I'm

sorry

Ella'sthroatdriedasshelookedathimindisbelief,

tearsfilledhereyesandshestoodupthenshe

walkedbetweenherparentsandthetableheading

tothebedroomassherubbedhereyes.



Thuto:Ihopeyou'reproudofyourselfHope.You

wererevengingright?Itworkedbecauseidoubted

Ellaandthoughtshewashavingsex,sheisgoing

todropoutofschoolbecauseherduedatewillbe

whenotherstudentsarewritingexams.

Congratulations,you'reagenius.

Hope:IwilltakecareofthebabyandpayforElla's

schoolfeesaftertomakesureshegoestoa

universitytostudywhatevershewan-

Dallasheartpumpeddoubleashelookedathim

thenhejumpedandpunchedhimonthemouth.

HopeblockedhisfaceasDallasstoodbetweenhis

legspunchinghim..

Dallas:(panting)Doyouthinkmoneywillfixthis?

Uh?!



HemovedHope'shandsfromhisfaceandpunched

himoverandoverasHopesliddownthecouch

fallingonthefloor.Helaidonhisbackwithhis

handsoverhisbloodyfaceasDallaskickedhimon

thestomachandchest..

Thutoremainedonthecouchlookingatthemthen

shestoodupandwalkedtowardsthebedroom,Ella

walkedoutwithherschoolsockstowashand

gaspedasherfatherkickedHope.

Ellaranoverandgrabbedherfather'sTshirtpulling

himback..

Ella:Papa!Stop...

Shestoodinfrontofhimashepantedangrily

lookingatHope.



Dallas:OtaanyelaHopekanawaitsetota?You're

goingtoofar.I'vebeengoingeasyonyouthinking

you'regrievingbutobatagonyelelamothogong

yame.Thisshouldbethelasttimeyousatfootin

myyard..."iwillsupportthebaby"supportthebaby

withwhatolejunkie?Thisisnotyourchild!

HopeslowlysatuponthefloorandlookedatDallas

asgerubbedhisbloodynoseandcutlowerlip.He

tookamomenttryingtogatherhisstrengththenhe

stoodupabitdizzy...

Hope:I'mnotgoingtofightyouordisrespectyou.If

youdon'twantmenearthebabytheniwillrespect

that...IappreciatethatI'mnotinjail...

HelookedatEllaasshestoodthereholdingher

fatherback...

Hope:IfyoueverneedmeIwillbethere.Thankyou



fornotreportingme.

HelookedatDallasastearsburnedhiseyes...

Hope:(tearfully)Thankyoufornotcallingthepolice

onme.Iwasreallyscared...IpromiseI'llstayaway

andI'llnevertalktoyouorElla...AndI'mnoton

drugsanymore.Wishihadyouasafather...Ifeel

likeineedyounowmorethanbeforebutiruinedit

soit'snotyourfault.

Herubbedhistearsandpickedhiskeysthenhe

walkedout.

Dallas:Nxla!

Ellawalkedinthebathroomandcameoutwiththe

mopthenshemoppedHope'sbloodasherfather

satonthecouch.



Dallas:I'lltalktotheschooltomorrowaboutyounot

beingfittocompletethisyear.

Ella:Ok.

Dallas:OmoutuleHopewenayoneoregongweke

phoso?

Ella:I'msorryfornotbelievingyouaboutwhoheis.

Ineverthoughtitwaspossible..

Thutowalkedinholdingapackofparacetamoland

satdown..

Thuto:Ntelemetsi.

Ellaputthemopawayandbroughtherwaterthen

shebentoverrespectfullyholdingherknees.

Thuto:Sitdown...



ShesatdownthenThutoputthecupdownand

sighed.

Thuto:Ineedtoapologisetoyoufornotbelieving

you,ihaven'tgivenmyselftimetoknowyouenough

toseewhenyou'retellingthetruth.IfeelI'ma

terriblemotherbutI'lldomybesttoprotectyou,

helpyouandbethere.I'llmotherthisbabysoyou

canhaveanormalchildhoodandexperiencelife

likeotherteenagers.I'vehadtimetobeangryand

vent,nowihavetotakeresponsibilityandmake

sureyoudon'tstressbecauseweneedthisbaby

healthy.

Ellasmiledlookingdown...

Thuto:I'llprepareforthebabyandassoonasshe

isbornyou'regoingtoschool.Maybethisisthe

babyineededtodealwithalotthingsI'mgoing



throughbecausenobodyispayingattention.People

arebusywithdeadpeoplesoIneedtofocuson

somethingelse..

Dallaslookeddownandsighed..

Ella:Thankyoumama...

Shegotthecupandwalkedoutsmiling.Dallas

stoodupandpickedherupthenhewalkedtothe

bedroomwhereheclosedthedoorandlaidheron

thebedthenhegotontopofherandkissedher.

Dallas:I'msorryfornotpayingattentiontoyou...I

knowsomedaysareharderforyou.Fromnowon

I'llbefocusingrighthere...(kissedher)OK?

Thuto:Ok..

Heleanedoverandkissedher....



AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthateveningHopewashedhisfaceand

lookedathimselfonthemirrorthenhewalkedto

thefridgeandpickedafrozenpackwhichheplaced

overhismouthandnoseashisphonerang..

Hope:(muffledvoice)Hello?

Orefe:Hi,seen?

Hope:Ohyeah,Iwasgoingtoreplyyou.I'mnot

feelingwell...Ihadanargumentwithmyuncle,

blowswerethrownaroundsoihaveacut.

Orefe:AreyouOK?Didyougotothehospital?

Hope:No,I'mgood.What'sup?

Orefe:Gatweifiknewyouiwouldjustabort,what

amimissingyou?

Hope:Whosaidthat?



Orefe:Yourfriends

Hope:Ionlyhaveonefriend,Hakeemareng?

Orefe:Ididn'tsayitshim,amimissingsomething?

Hesawmystatusandmadethatremark.

Hope:Don'tmindhim...BeforeifoundoutI'm

expectingiwasgoingtogivehimmoneyfrommy

packagebutnowI'vedecidediwanttodo

somethingforthebaby.Iwanttobuyaplotand

buildahouseorbuyaplotwithafullyfurnished

housethenputtenantsandsupportthebabywith

thatbecauseican'ttrustthepharmacy.Ihavealot

toworkonkayone...DiplanbeforeIfoundoutke

imisitsewastogethimacar.I'mnotbuyinghima

carkehakeexpectiletabekedirabohema.

Orefe:(smiled)Wow...I'mcarryingarichkid...

Hope:(laughed)IfIgetcleaninthenextcoupleof

monthsandifibehaveattheRoyalhouse..

Orefe:Weshouldgogettested.TheywantHIV

resultstoregisteryouforpregnancyandyou're

supposedtotestwithapartner.



Hope:Eish...OK..

Orefe:AkeremalobaotilekaSTDlet'shopegawa

rwalaleHIV

Hope:Oebayajangjaanongbabe?

Orefe:Tabegosenagoreretaarengakere,kego

waARVhelabecauseitslikeyoudon'tseethe

importanceofusingprotection.

Hope:You'llnevergothroughthatagain.Ipromise.

Orefe:Ok..

Rain'scallcamethrough...

Hope:Theoldmaniscallingme.Iwonderwhathe

wantsatthistime

Orefe:Goodnight

Hope:Goodnight

Hehungupandpicked..



Hope:Iwasjustabouttocallyou

Rain:(laughed)Iwantedtosaygoodnight

Hope:Itshouldbewewantedtosaygoodnight.

(theylaughed)Imissyou

Rain:Imissyoutoo,mathataonkgacigarettewena

Hope:Notanymore,I'mbingingonnicotinegums

andlotsofwater...Someonefromworkgotmea

packandI'musingthat.

Rain:Ilovethesoundofthat...(yawning)Iyoorra

nnakeaotsela

Hope:Goodnight,wewilltalktomorrow.

Rain:Goodnight

Hope:Goodnight

HehungupandcalledHakeem...

Hakeem:Hello?



Hope:SooplannergobolelelaRainleRerekana

jang?

Hakeem:Ididn'tsayanything,barekareng?

Hope:IfyoudothisI'llneverforgiveyou.You'rethe

lastpersoniexpectedthisfrom,isthisaboutthe

car?

Hakeem:Thecar?Really?

Hope:Yeahthecar!Whatdoyouwantmetothink?

Hakeem:2dayshelaoexpectilesetseotsayagore

you'rebetterthanme.

Hope:Maybeyoushouldlookinthemirrorandask

yourselfwherewewentwrong.Ididthesameand

I'mtryingtofixmyself.Dothesameandleavemy

girlsalone.Icanhandlethis,I'mwaitingforthe

righttime.Beafriendandkeepthistoyourself.

Hehungupandsighedthenheputthefrozenpack

overhismouthandnosesittingshirtlessonthe

couch..



FIVEMONTHSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtOrefe'sgrandmother's...

Shebentovertightlyholdingthebedandpulled

themoverasthepainranbelowherabdomenlike

shewasbeingrippedapart..

Hergrandmotherwalkedinthebedroomandtook

downherhospitalbag..



Her:Howarethey?

Orefe:(grunted)Ithurts!

Her:Let'sgotothecar.

Hergrandmothersmiledandwalkedtothecar

whereherunclewaswaitingdiallingtheKing.

King:Hello?

Him:Goodmorning...Ijustwantedtoletyouknow

thatwearetakingOrefetothehospital.Sheisin

labour

King:Ohthat'swonderfulnews...MayGodbewith

her.

Him:Thankyou.

Hehungupashissisterputbagsinthecar...



Her:Calltheothergrandparents

Uncle:Kantehowmanygrandparentsdoesthisboy

have?

Her:(laughed)3...hisfather'smotherhad

abandonedhersoacouplebythenameGauta

MoilwaandherhusbandtookcareofChanceand

raisedhimuntilhewasanadult.Themotherlater

camebackandtriedtorekindletherelationship,it

wasneverthesameandChanceremainedwithhis

adoptiveparents,hisbiologicalmotherhadmade

ChancewiththeKingwhohaddeniedChanceall

theseyears.Hiskarmawasverybad...Henever

hadasonafterChance...Hehasover14daughters

becausehewastryingtomakeaboy.Hefinally

gaveupandalsocamelookingforChancejustlike

themotherwhohadabandonedhimbutlikehe

rejectedhismotherChancerejectedtakingoveras

kingandmaintenedthathewasaMoilwa.

Apparentlyhisadoptiveparentsweresosweetand

loving,that'swhytheydidn'tlastlongrightafterhis

execution.TheyraisedHopethesamewaythey

raisedChancebutwhentheydiedtheirfamilygave



Hopetotheroyalfamily.AccordingtoRereHope

saysheneverconnectedwiththeroyalsbecause

hefeltmorelikeaMoilwa.Asforhisgrandmother

sheispartofhislifetoobutsheunderstandswhy

hergrandsonisn'tclosetoher.Apparentlyshe

wantedHopebuttheroyalfamilyhadmorepower.

Uncle:Haitoocomplicatedforme...

Rainslowlygotinthecarasheruncledialled

Hope'sgrandmotherOfilweandherhusband

Solomon...

AttheWilliamsHotelconferenceroom...

MeanwhileHopestoodbeforeseveralPharmacy

ownersinMaunandsurroundingareas.Hepointed

hislaserpentothechart...

Hope:Thisistheamountyou'recurrentlypayingfor

thedeliveryofyourmedicalsupplies,accordingto



methispriceisveryhigh.Iknowitstoohighforme

too...butI'vecomeupwithasolutionforthisregion.

ThisishowmuchyouneedtopayHopeMedical

TransportandLogisticstodeliveryoursupplies

rightfromthemanufacturertoyourstoreroom.This

isourtransportation,somesuppliesarecoming

throughSouthAfricawhileothersarrivefrom

Namibianportsdependingonyoursupplier.The

lowpricecomesfromyoumakingordersallatthe

sametimesowedon'tspendalotontransportation

expenses.Ourtrucksareveryspecialbecause

medicationsneedtomaintainaspecific

temperature,allthesehavebeenputinto

consideration.Pleasetakealookatpage6ofthe

presentationsmyassistantplacedinfrontofyou...

Theyallturnedtheirpagesashisphonevibratedin

thepocket,stillstandinginfrontofeveryoneinhis

suithetookouthisphoneandreadhismessage.

Rain: I'veobservedthiswiththeapp.It'slabour.



I'mexcitedandscaredatthesametime.

Hopeswallowedandtypedareplywiththumbs...

Hope:You'reheadingtoLetsholathebe?

Rain:Yeah,mymothercalledyourparentsandtold

them.

Hope:Shit!

Hope:(typedagain)Can'tyougototheprivate

hospital?

Rain:Ithoughtwe'resaving,ilikeLetsholathebe,it's

cleanandtheroomsarenevercongested.

OneoftheCEOsclearedhisthroat,Hopequickly

puthisphoneinthepocketandfacedeveryone.

Hope:Sorryaboutthat,I'mabouttobeafather.

All:(clapped)Congratulations



Hope:(smiled)Thankyou...Goingbacktothechart..

Heturnedaroundandcarriedonwithhis

presentation...

AtDallasHouse...

MeanwhileEllawatchedTVasthehousehelper

walkedoverandhandedheraplateofFrenchfries.

Ella:Thankyou.

Shebeguneatingthenhermothercalled...

Ella:Hello?

Thuto:I'monmywaywithyoursugarcane,you

havenoideahowfarihadtodrivetogetthese.Wa

ntapisamma,gasegoreohudugeleko



mosadimogolongwasugarcane

Ella:(laughedoutloud)Takemethere..

Thuto:(laughed)Theoldladyevengavemepasela

kanagatweI'maloyalcustomer.Haneakaitsegore

sugarcaneyatengkaetimiwa.

Ella:ThistimeI'llgiveyouipromise..

Shepickedherplateandwalkedtothebedroom

whereshesatonthebedandtookoutherhospital

bag.

Ella:Ican'twaitformonthendsoicanhavethis

baby.

Thuto:Pleasetellmeyou'renotholdingthebaby's

clothes

Ella:(laughed)I'mnot

Thuto:(laughed)Waii,goshapomma.

Ella:Shapo.



Shehungupandsighedpressingherphonethen

shenoticedHopehadsentherafriendrequeston

facebookhoursbefore.Sheclickedonitand

acceptedthenshewentthroughhisprofilecurious

aboutthegirlfriendhermotherwastalkingabout,

buttherewasnothingaboutawoman.Actually

therewasnotraceofhispersonallifeonsocial

media,notevenonepictureofawomaninhis

account.Shedidn'tunderstandifhewasnaturally

privateabouthislovelifeorifhewassingle...Either

waysheknewshewasn'tsupposedtobetalkingto

himsosheunfriendedhimandcarriedontaking

picturesofherbaby...

Attheprenatalhospitalward...

MeanwhileOrefestoodbythebedholdingherwaist

asthepainshotthroughherabdomendownher

vagina...



Shesatonthebedandbreathedinandoutasthe

midwifewalkedin,shepulledthecurtainsandput

ongloves...

Her:Letmecheckthedilationprogress...

Orefelaidonherback,themidwifecheckedthe

baby'sheartbeatbeforegentlyputtingfourfingers

insideherasshegrunted...

Midwife:It's4cm...

Orefe:What?!Aommagolebothokojaana!I'm

goingtodiebeforeipushthisbabyout..

Midwife:Youwon't,you'restrong.Olesolefora

reasonakerelove.Onceyou'reclosetodelivering

you'llbegoingtothedeliveryroomthenyouhave

yourbundleofjoy.

Orefe:I'mgoingtodie!



Themidwiferemovedherglovesandpushedthe

curtainsopenasanewpatientarrived,anurse

preparedherbedbesidesOrefe'sbedthenshesat

downandputherbagontheshelf...

Orefeturnedaroundrecognisingthepregnant

woman,shewasn'tsurewhereshesawherbutshe

wasfamiliar...Butbeforeshecouldsayanything

painstruckherandshegotoffthebedandheldher

kneesbendingover...

Meanwhilethemidwifewalkedovertothenew

patientasthenursestoodby..

Nurse:HernameisRain...

Midwife:(toher)Howclosearethecontractions?O

phaphaletsejaanawareomodithabing

Rain:Itfeelslikeihavediarrhea...Mystomachis

turningandIfeelabituncomfortablebutI'mnotin

pain..Thecontractionscomeandgo..



Themidwifeputonglovesandcheckedhercervix

dilation...Sheflinchedabitasthemidwifeinserted

herfingers...

Midwife:7cm...you'reclose.Thebabyisdoingwell

insidetoo.

Rain:Thankyou..

Themidwifecheckedonthe3rdpatientandwalked

out...

RainlookedatOrefeasshebentoverthebed

tightlyholdingthepillowinpainandmurmured.She

smiledrecognisingandwaved...

Rain:Hi...



Orefetriedtowavebackbutithurtsobadshewent

onherkneesandputherarmsoverthebed

grunting.Rainturnedonhersideandwatchedher...

Thepainfinallywentdownforaminuteandshe

walkedovertoherthenRainsatup..

Fefe:Hi...

Rain:MynameisRain,kanaweneverintroduced

ourselves.

Fefe:MynameisOrefe...Nemmahowcomeyou're

sorela-

Thepaincameagainasshebentoverholdingthe

bed,Rainputherhandoverherbackrubbingher...

Rain:Nnakeikutwaekaremalaameabereka...

Sorryifyourshurts..

OrefegruntedasRainrubbedherbackcomforting



her.

Orefe:Iwanttoaskforoperation...Ican'tdothis

anymore.Myduedatewas2weeksbackdilotsa

scantsekemaakahela..Ithurtssobad...Oh

Jesus...I'mdying.Keaswammegatwe4cmbatho!

Isweariwillneverhavesexagain.Mothowa

nkimisaeneobusymomeeting..

Rain:Mmekanayou'realmosthalfway...Theywon't

agreetooperateyouwhenyou'reabletodoit

naturally...

Orefe:Iwillneverhavesexfromhere...!Waitsegore

kebakile.

Sheturnedaroundtoherbedgruntingandgrabbing

hersheetsintoafullfist,Rainpickedherphoneand

recordedherasshewalkedupanddowntalking.

Rainheldherlaughterinrecordingher,shewas

goingtosendthistoheroncetheyweredone

delivering.



Orefe'swaterbrokeasshestoodthere,Rainquickly

pressedtheemergencybuttonasFefelaidonthe

bed,thenursehurriedinandtheypushedhertothe

deliveryroom.Rainlaidonhersideastheurgeto

pushcameoverher,shegrabbedherbagand

phonethenshewalkedtothedeliveryroom,she

walkedintheotherroomwhileOrefescreamed

pushing..Shelaidonthedeliveryroomandpressed

theemergencybuttonasshelaidonherback

breathinginandout,shepushedonceandfelt

somethingblockher,shereachedovertouchingher

vaginaanditwasthebaby'shead,theother

midwifehurriedinputtingonglovesandpushedthe

medicaltrolleyoverastheOrefe'sbabycriedinthe

nextroom.Rainheldthebedbarsandgrunted

pushingasthemidwifegrabbedthehead,she

pushedonemoretimescreamingandthebabyslid

out.Themidwifewipedthebabyandputitonher

chestassheburstintotearscryingholdingher...

MeanwhileintheotherroomOrefelookedather



babyasthenursehelpedherputthenippleinside

hermouth,tearsrolleddownhercheeksasshe

lookedatherbaby.Thebabysuckledhernippleso

badsheflinchedattheweirdyetsatisfyingfeeling...

Nurse:(registering)Thenameofthebaby?

Orefe:Pilara,Pillarennemiddlenamesoshecan

choosetheSetswanaorEnglishonewhensheis

older.

Nurse:It'sanicename...

Orefe:Thefathernamedher...Ibilehedidn'twantto

negotiateaboutit.

Nurse:(laughed)Iloveit..

ThenurseregisteredmoredetailsasOrefeadmired

thebaby..

Nurse:Thefather'sdetails?

Orefe:HopeMoilwa



Nurse:HisIDnumber

OrefetookoutherphoneandsaidouthisID

number.Oncethenursewasdonesheclosedher

book.

Nurse:Anothernursewillcometakeyoutothe

postnatalward.Congratulations

Orefe:Thankyou.

Shewalkedoutandgotinthenextroomwhereshe

tookoutanothercard,Rainsmiledbreastfeeding

herbabyandtookoutadiaperasthenursetook

downthedetailsforthebaby..

Nurse:Thenameofthebaby?

Rain:Tsarona



Shewrotedownthebaby'snameandotherdetails..

Nurse:Father'sname?

Rain:HopeMoilwa.

ThenursepausedandopenedthecardunderRain's

cardthenshecheckedthefather'snameofthe

babyinthenextroom.

Nurse:WareHopeMoilwa?

Rain:Yes.

Nurse:ID?

ShesaidoutthesameIDnumberasthenurse

lookedatbothrecords.

*

*

*



[06/27,00:47] :ChanceMoilwa

Book2

#14

Attheward...

Orefeopenedherbabybagandtookoutavest,

she'dbeenwaitingmonthstoseeherbabyinthis

thenshegentlyputherbabyonitandputherina

pinkromper.Shesmiledonherownlookingather

tinylittlebaby...shetookpicturesofherandsentto

Hope...

Orefe:(sent4photos)BabyP

Meanwhileoutsidejustbythenursestation,anurse

pushedRainstillshockedbytherecords.She

pausedthewheelchair..



Nurse:Givemeaminutelove...

Rain:(smilingatthebaby)Ok..

Thenursequicklydashedintheofficebythe

stationwherehercolleagueswerestanding

discussingsomething.

Her:(loweredhervoice)Guys...Obonathosetwo

ladieswhojustdelivered?

Nurse2:Yeah

Her:Theywereimpregnatedbythesameman

Nurse3:No!Serious?

Her:(crossedherfingers)Modimosehapaano!

Bona...

Sheopenedtherecordsandshowedthem.

Nurse2:(laughed)Thisislit!Dotheyknow?Ibet



theyhateeachother!

Her:(laughed)Idon'tknowiftheyhateeachother

waitse...I'llobservethem

Nurse3:I'llcomeinthereandhelpyou...(laughed)I

havetoseethis.Nnathemmakeratadrama!

Nurse:(giggled)Ijooletmegomma,mypatient

wantstorest.

Shequicklywalkedoutandputonherfriendlyface

asshepushedthewheelchairintothewardwhere

twonursingmothersweresitting,shenoticedOrefe

sittingatthecornerwithafreebedbesidesherand

passedtheotherbedheadingtotheonebesides

Orefe...Shejusthadtoputthemcloserandsee

theirreactions.

RainsmiledlookingatOrefeandbegunlaughingat

her,Orefelookedatherandlaughedembarrassed..

Rain:Dithabigadinasepegoreoskwataakere?{So



apparentlylabourpainsdon'tcareifyou'reasoldier}

Orefe:(laughed)Rainweegotagotelathemma,

mxm!Koorehowdidyoudeliverwhenyoudidn't

evenfeelanypain?

Rain:(laughed)Nowithinkicanbeasoldierwaitse.

Ithoughtyou'retoughshem...

Orefe:(Laughed)Butonaseriousnote,ialmost

diedinthere!

Rainlaughedgettingoffthewheelchairandlaidher

babyonthebed,thenurseputherbagbesidesher

lookingatthemconfused.

OrefeslowlywalkedovertoRain'sbedandlooked

atherbaby..

Orefe:ThewayyouwererelaxedIthoughtyour

babywouldbethesizeofamarbleorfinger...Ican't

believeyoudeliveredthisbigbabywithout

screaming.



Rain:(laughed)Monyanakewenaoboi!

Orefe:Levirginityketserethewholeweektryingto

loseit,kechaisarelekakamosountilmonnaareei

nnakeatsenyajaanong.Thewayicrieda

mpatisitselelebota

Rain:(laughed)Ibelieveyoustraight....Okadira

wenakahaolengboikateng.Howdidtheypick

youattheforce?

Orefe:(laughed)TswalhehaakereI'mstrongand

brave!Yourbabyissobeautiful...

RainslowlywalkedovertoRere'sbedandsmiled

lookingatherbaby...

Rain:Awwsheissocute...Ilovethisromper,ibilei

havethesamecolor.Babydaddyboughtitmonths

ago...

Orefe:(laughed)Lennanneerekwakebabydaddy..

Iloveit...



Rainsatonherbedandbegundressingherbaby,

theyeachbreastfedtheirbabiesasthesecond

nursewalkedinandgavethempills,thecook

walkedinpushingtheservingtrolleywiththefood

forallthewards.Shesmiledassheputtheirbowls

ofsoftporridgeontheirtables...

Cook:Themilkandsugararehere...

Rereputsugarandmilkthenshemixedanddrunk

allofitoncewhileRainmixedhersanddrunk

finishingit..

Rere:Damnthehungerafterdelivering,I'mstill

hungry

Rain:Metooibileiwasembarrassedtosay

something.Ijustsentmymomamessagetobring

mesomething

Cook:(laughed)Youcanhavesomemore..

Rere:Thankyou



3rdnursingmother:Lennamphesomemore

Thecookpushedovertoherandservedherthen

shewalkedout.

Rerenoticedthisnursingmotherputherbabyona

clothnappyandputthewaterproofonher,sheput

anoldJerseyonher,itseemedtohavebeenforher

olderchild.Notsureifshe'dbeOKwithhergiving

hersomethingReretookouttwonewrompers,a

vestandabout10diapersfromherbagthenshe

walkedovertoher..

Orefe:Ithinkibroughttoomuch,thenursesays

tomorrowIwilldischargedsoiwon'tneedthis.

Thenursingmotherlookedattheromperseach

worthP120andlookedather,shecouldnever

affordthis...tearsfilledhereyesasshesmiled

holdinghertears..



Her:Thankyou.

Rainalsotookouthalfofherdiapers,twovests,a

romperandacuddleblanket.Shewalkedoverand

handedher..

Rain:Tsaronaarekeneelaroommateyagagwe

Thenursingmotherlookedatallthenewclothes

anddiapersthensheburstintotearscrying.

Her:(shakyvoice)Thankyou...I'msoembarrassed

butI'mhappy.I'mkeepingothersforwhenigoto

theclinic.Mybabygirlisgoingtolookrichinthis.

Orefe:I'llgetyournumberandgiveyousomeofthe

clothes,mycolleaguesthrewababyshowerforme

somostofthemboughtalmostsimilarclothes.

Her:Themmatankiwena,I'vebeenusingthesetwo



clothnappiesbutididn'thavesoaptowashit.The

moneyisavedihadtobuymysonauniform

becausehewasstartingstandard1andididn't

wanthimtobeembarrassedatschoolwithouta

uniform.Kehakereatleastnnakeipayamatsetdi

noonewillseemystrugglehawastandard1a

tshwanalebabangwekesiame.

Rain:Tsayadinumberatsaronamogirlwewillkeep

givingyouwhatwecan..Yourbabyissobeautiful

Her:Thankyou...(smiledexcitedly)Letmeputher

inthis...Eishtheseclothesaresobeautifulbathong!

ShedressedherbabyadmiringlyasRainandRere

satontheirbedsfeedingtheirbabiesandpressing

theirphones.

Rain:(laughedrememberingsomething)HeyRere

givemeyournumber

ShesaiditoutthenRainsaveditandsenthera



videoofherselfinpain.

OrefereceivedavideoonWhatsAppandclickedon

it,shewatchedherselfactingfunnyandlaughed

outloud.Shegrabbedoneofthediapersandhither

withitastheylaughed...

Orefe:(laughed)Walowanewena?

Rain:(laughed)Icouldn'thelpmyselftsalaame...

Hei..Listentoyourselfsayingyou'llneverhavesex!

Orefe:(laughed)I'llgetyoubackoneday...How

dareyou!

Theylaughedoutloudasshesavedhernumber

too...

Minuteslatertwonursewalkedinandobservedthe

ladiesastheycharted,theydidthehealthcheckon

themandthebabieswhileRereandRainchatted..



TheothernurselookedatOrefe'sbabyandlooked

atRain'sforsimilaritiesandalthoughitwastoo

early,theyhadthesamenoseandmouth.

AttheWilliamsHotel...

LateronHopeshookhandswithhispotential

clientsandwalkedout...Hisassistantandmanager

followedhimoutastheyheadedtotheparkinglot.

King:Thatwasonehellofapitch!I'mtellingyou

nextweekthosepeoplewillbeorderingtheir

suppliesthroughus.

Hope:Ihopeso,thisisouronlychanceofgetting

backtoourfeet.

Assistant:Yourlaptopishere

Hope:Thanks...GuysIhavetorun.

King:Sure



Hejumpedinthecarandtookouthisphone,hehad

picturesfrombothofhisbaby'smama's.Heclicked

onOrefe'spicturesandsmiledlookingathisbaby

girlforthefirsttime...Hegotemotionalstaringata

pictureofFefeandthebabyonthebaby.Hecould

justkissherrightnow.

Hope: Babe...Idon'tknowwhattosay.Ihaveto

bethere.Ihavetoholdhertobelieveit.

HeclosedhermessageandclickedonRain's

pictures,hewasn'tsureifallnewbornslookedthe

sameorhisdaughtersweretheoneslookingthe

same...Hetookadeepbreathandsighed,hedidn't

justgetonebuttwodaughtersonthesameday.He

smiledlookingatRainandthebaby.

Hope:I'mspeechless,thisfeelslikeadream.Thisis

themostpreciousandawkwarddayofmylife.



Orefe:UnfortunatelyI'minasharedward.Iforgotto

bookaprivateroombutilikeasharedward.Weare

3andit'sfun.

Rain:Iknowbabe,I'mstillshockedmyself.

Hope:Really?Howaretheotherladies?Arethey

sweet?

Hope:(closedRere'stabandtypedherswithin

seconds)Areyouinaprivateroomorsharedward?

Orefe:They'resweet, madeafriendwiththeother

one.HernameisRain,ithinkI'llbefriendswiththe

otherladytoo.

Hope'sheartskippedandhepausedtypingfora

secondasbothladiestypedatthesametime.

Rain:I'minasharedwardsoyoucan'tcomein,but

youcanmeetmeatthewaitingroomandgiveme

myfood.IyooI'mstarving.Thehospitalisfeeding



usbutIwantmore.Pleasecomenow,mamaisstill

atwork.

Hope:OKbabe,sendalist.

Rain:(sentlist)HurryI'mhungry

Hope:Didn'tyousayiboughttoomanymaternity

pads.

Hope:I'mbuyingforsomeonehere.

Orefe:(sentalistofsoftfoods)TisarraI'mhungry.

Ohandthematernitypads,thereissomeonewho

needsthemhere.

Hope:OKbabe.

Heputthephoneoverthedashboardandcaught

hisbreath,heleanedbackasacoldchillrandown

hisspine.Heclearlyrunningoutoftimebuthestill

couldn'tfindtherighttime...Iftheyexchanged

numbersthey'dsurelyseeoneanother'sstatuses,

orworsebefriendeachotheronfacebook...Fefe

postedhimandtheircouplegoalspicturesonher

accountandsodidRain,iftheybefriendedone



anotherthey'dhaveaccesstooneanother's

pictureseventherecentmaternityphotosshoothe

didwithbothofthem.Hetookadeepbreathand

startedthecarthenhereversedanddroveoff...

Atthehospital...

LateronRainwrappedherselfwithatowelwalking

towardsthebathroom..

Rain:Watchher

Rere:Surebabes

Rainwalkedinthebathroomandshowered,

meanwhileOrefesatonthebedgoingthroughher

babypictures,Rain'sphonerangthenshewalked

overtothebed.Babewascalling,shepickedthe

phoneandwalkedtowardsthebathroomdoor..



Rere:Babewaaletsamogirl

Rain:Ihavesoapallover.I'llcallhimback.

Rere:Ok..

Sheputitbackonthebedandfixedthebaby's

blanketbeforejoiningherownbedonthebedthen

herphonerang.

Inthewaitingroom..

Hopewalkedbackinwithadifferentplasticbag

talkingtothephone...

Fefe:Hello?

Hope:Babehey,I'minthewaitingroom..

Fefe:OK,butmyfriendisbathing.I'mwatchingthe

babies.Canyouwaitafewminutesforherto-

Voice:Uhakerethey'resleeping.I'llwatchthem.



Fefe:Ok..I'mcoming

Hehungupandsatdown.

Attheward...

Orefecheckedherfaceonthemirrorandwalked

outtyinghergownasRainsteppedout.

Orefe:(laughed)Youdidn'teventake3minutesin

there,waichangudisanewena?

Rain:(laughed)Don'tgetstartedwithme,mothoke

wenaoboi

Orefe:(laughed)Watchthekids,keyagotsayadijo

kogobabydaddyautwa?

Rain:Ok

Rainsatonherbedandchangedhergownwhile



bothbabiessleptpeacefully.Shepickedherphone

andcheckedhermessagesthenshesmiledreading

Hope'smessage.

Hope:I'minthewaitingroom.

Sheputherphonedown..

Rain:Babydaddyareokonte..

3rdmother:Youcangoandgetyourfood.I'llwatch

them..

Atthewaitingroom...

MeanwhileHopewaitedwiththeplasticbesides

him,Orefeslowlywalkedin,hiseyesroseashe

smiledandstoodupopeninghisarmsforher,she

buriedherselfintohisarmsasheclosedherinand

Frenchkissedher..



Hope:I'msoproudofyou...HowiwishIcouldsee

themylittlegirl.

Shesmiledblushing,heliftedherchinandkissed

heragainasfootstepsapproached...

*

*

*

*

*
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Inthewaitingroom....



Hopehuggedhertenderandkissedherneck,she

smelleddifferentkindoflikethosebabyproducts...

Heleanedbackandkissedherlips...

Orefe:Ican'tstandforlongrra,I'vebeeninjected

butistillfeelpain.

Hegrabbedtheplasticandhandedherlookingin

hereyesthenhekissedheragainasshelooked

away..

Orefe:(blushing)Stopit...

Guiltstruckhimashelookedinhereyes,tellingher

woulddefinitelybreakherandthismomentright

hereseemedsowrongespeciallyrightaftershe'd

deliveredhisbaby.

Hope:IknowI'mnotperfectbutifweeverreacha



pointwhereyoudoubtmylovepleasedon'tletthat

doubtgetthebestofyou.Iloveyouandican'tlive

withoutyou.Promisemeyouwon'tgiveuponus

Shesmiledblushingandkissedhim.

Meanwhileanurse'sfootstepsapproachedasshe

walkedpastbyandcaughtsightofhimholdingher,

shestoppedandsteppedbackwardslookingat

themthensheturnedaroundandpacedtothe

nursestation.Shelookedbehindhertomakesure

hewasstillinthewaitingroomthensheraninthe

officeandloweredhervoice.

Nurse:Guys!Come!(whispered)Heisthere!Guywa

dinewborntsaroom2.

Nurse2:Where?

Nurse:Waitingroom...Enemmeosmartrra...

Nurse2:Keyagoiphitisa,idon'tthinktheseladies

knowwaitsewena.



Thesecondnurse"innocently"walkedtowardsthe

waitingroomandthrewaneyeinasshepassedby,

shelookedatOrefesittingonhislapastheytalked,

hepushedherhairoutofherfaceandcaressedher

astheytalked.Thenursepassedandstoodonthe

othersidesmilingatthenursesontheotherside,

thethirdnurse"innocently"walkedbytooandthrew

hereyebeforepassingandjoininghercolleagueas

theygiggledandwalkedintheotherroomwhere

theychatted.

Attheward....

MeanwhileRainrubbedthebodylotiononherarms

andlegsthenshecheckedherfaceonthemirror,

sheputherphoneinthepocketofhergownabout

toleavebutOrefe'sbabybeguncrying.

Shewalkedbacktothebedandputherhandonher



littlebuttgentlyshushingher.Orefewalkedinand

putherplasticontheshelfthenshecarefullylaid

downandgotthebaby..

Orefe:Wasshecrying?

Rain:Shejustwokeup..Didyouseeanyoneinthe

waitingroom?Babydaddyareokowaitingroom.

Orefe:Ididn'tseeanyone.Maybehesteppedout..

Rain:Ok,watchher

Orefe:sure

Rainwalkedout,shehadbeeninjectedtonumbthe

painbutitstillfeltlikelittleneedleswerepricking

hervjayasshewalkedtowardsthewaitingroom,

shegrewabitexcitedtohimbuttheroomwas

empty.ShetookoutherphoneanddialledHope...

Hopegentlyhuggedherfrombehindandkissedher

neckthenshesmiledblushingandhungup...



Hope:(softly)Hei...

Heputherplasticoverthechairandturnedher

aroundashehuggedher,shetookadeepbreath

layingherheadonhischest,heleanedbacklooking

inhereyesandsmiledadmiringly,heleanedover

andFrenchkissedher...Hejustlovedthewayhis

babymamaskissed.Hebabykissedherandsat

downlickinghislipasshecarefullysatonhislap..

Hope:Youlookexhausted..

Rain:Iam...Ineedsomesleep.

Hishandranoverherthighandtouchedherbelted

flattummythenhetouchedhercheekandpulled

overherchinforanotherkiss.Nursespassedbyup

anddownashechattedwithhergentlyplayingwith

hersofthand...



Rain:Ihavetogoback,idon'twanttoleavethe

babyalonefortoolong.

Hope:Alright...

Helookedinhereyesandhecouldonlyimaginethe

heartbreakanddisappointmentshe'dfeelwhenshe

foundouttherewasanotherfamily.Hestillcouldn't

bringhimselftosayanything...Howwouldanyone

evensayitanyways.

Hope:Rain?

Rain:Mmh...

Hope:Ifyou'reeverdisappointedinmeplease

rememberthatiloveyou,iloveourdaughter.I've

madealotofmistakeswheniwasondrugsandI'm

currentlydealingwiththeconsequencesofmy

actions.Don'tgiveuponme

Rain:(smiled)Iwon't.



Sheslowlystoodupandgrabbedtheplastics,they

huggedandkissedastwomorenurseswalkedpast

bythentheypartedasshewalkedtotheward...

Rainwalkedinandputdownherplasticbefore

layingbesidesherbabyadmiringher.

Rain:(smiled)Ican'tstoplookingatmydaughter

bathong.Waitsenkarekealora

Orefe:(laughed)Iknowthefeeling

Rain:(touchedherbaby'sfootthrougharomper)

Kantewhendoweremovethesetagsontheirlegs?

Ifeellikeit'sdisturbingherfootinside.

Orefe:Youtakeitoffathome.Gatweithelps

minimisetheswitchingofbabiesespeciallywhen

womenaredeliveringatthesametime.

Rain:Ohok..

Orefefinishededitinghertiktokvideoofthe



pregnancyfromthebeginninguntiltherecent

pictureofthebaby,shepostedandevensharedon

herWhatsAppstatus.

MeanwhileRainclickedonherWhatsApptalkingto

hercousins,shenoticedRereupdatedherstatus

andclickedonit.Shesmiledwatching,thevideo

wasromanticwithasoftlovesongandslow

motionsasReresmiledholdingherbump,Rain

stoppedsmilingasshesawHopehuggingOrefe

frombehind,therewasaclipofthematthe

restaurant.Himsleepingwhileshefilmedhim,them

lookingatthebabyclothes,ascreenshotofhis

WhatsApprespondingtothebaby'spicture.

Herthroatdriedupasherheartpoundedloudly,she

turnedaroundandlaidonhersidelookingatRere

asshepressedherphonesmilingrespondingto

messages.

Rain:BabydaddywagagokeHope?



Rerestoppedpressingandsmiledlookingather..

Orefe:Yeah,why?

Rain:Letmeshowyousomething.

Rainclickedonhergalleryselectingtheirpictures

fromwaybackandsenther,sheclickedontheir

maternityphotoshootandevensentherthe

screenshotofhisresponsetothebaby'spictures.

Orefeswallowedasshescannedthroughthe

picturesthenshelookedatRainwhowaslooking

rightbackather.

*

*

*

*



*
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Atthehospital...

Orefelookedattheiroldpictureandlookedbackat

heragain...

Orefe:Howlonghaveyoubeentogether?

Rain:Sinceiwas17.Ievenmethisfatherbeforehe

wasexecuted.

Orefe:Westartedseeingeachotherlastyearbuthe

didn'tsayanythingaboutyou,I'veneverbeenthe

typethatsnatchesmen.TotahaneabuileIwould

haveturnedhimdownbecauseiwasjustwalking

outofatoxicrelationship...Iwascheatedonthat

relationshipanditendedbadly.Iwouldn'thaveput



someonethroughwhatiwentthrough...Totai

thoughthewasmysecondchanceathappiness..

Rain:Youdon'thavetoexplainyourself,icansee

youdidn'tknow...Ididn'tknowhewascheating

either...WeluntiliwastreatedforanSTDbutitwas

stilljustafeeling.Ihadnoproof.

Orefe:IgottreatedforthatSTDtoo...Henever

admittedtoanythingafter,hekeptdenying.Ifhe

didn'tgetthatSTDfromyoukanaitmeansHopewa

robalanalemongwelemongweoutthere.

Rain:NnyaannaaftertheSTDnekemopateletsa

condom,beaeaparaangadilemmehelaneaapara

condombecauseiwasn'tgoingtoriskhavingan

HIVpositivebaby.Wenaneomoneelabolotogape

olepregnant?

Orefe:No,heusedacondomwithmeaswell.He

wantedtocomplainbutibroughtuptheSTDke

mmotsagoreSTDeneetswakaethenhe'djust

humblehimselfaaparacondom.

Rain:(sighed)Waitsekemathata...Soyou'retelling

mehaorebabydaddyokowaitingroomyoumeant



Hope?

Orefe:Yeah..Mmekanahecalledyoufirst..

Rememberwheniwantedtogiveyouthephone

whileyouwerebathing?

Rain:AndwhenIdidn'tanswerhecalledyou...

Orefe:Looksthatway

Rain:WaitsegoreIfindthishardtobelieve,theway

helovesme...Nooffence

Orefe:Nonetaken...Mmekanalennakearatiwa.

I'mnotjustsayingthis...Hopedoeseverythingfor

me.Hisfamilyevenvisitedmineandhetoldthem

onthedayhewasquestionedaboutthepregnancy..

Heaccepteditandtoldmyparentshewasgoingto

marryme

Rain:Hetoldmyparentsthesamething,Kgosiwas

theretoo!Hisgrandfather!Theroyalfamilywas

there

Orefe:Theywenttomyfamilytoo..

Rainlookeddown,tearsburnedhereyesandshe



lookedawayasatearrandownhercheek.

Orefe:I'llleavehimthough...Icanseefromthis

picturegoreI'mthesidechick.

Rain:Ifhelovedmehewouldn'thavecheated,

maybehewantedtomoveonwithyouandhejust

couldn'tbringhimselftotellmebecauseiwas

pregnant.ThelastthingIwantistofight...

Tearsfilledhereyesasherlipstrembledthenshe

shookherheadrubbinghertears.

Rain:Idon'tknowhowtofight....Iwouldn'tfight

youforhim.I'mjustbrokenbecause...Ithoughti

wastheone.Ithoughtbecauseheintroducedmeto

hisfatherandtheroyalfamilywasathomeacting

allfriendlytomyparents...AllIsawwasafairytale

lovestory...

Shestruggledtoholdhertearsbackrubbingthem



offhereyesasOrefelookedathertearfully.

Orefe:I'llleavehim,clearlyI'mthesidechick

becauseicameafter.It'sdisappointingbecausei

thoughtwearesolid...

Rain:Ithinkweshouldconfronthimtogethersohe

doesn'tgetachancetolie.

Orefe:Myworstfearisgettingdumpedinfrontof

anotherwoman,I'drathermakethatdecisionfor

him.I'llleave...

Rain:Mmekanaifwedon'tconfronthimwewillbe

makingiteasyforhimtocometoyouand

apologisetellingyouitsoverwithmeayakanext

thingwearehatingeachotherwhenweshouldbe

focusingontherealliarhere.Areyousoafraidof

rejectionthatyou'dratherbeliedto?Weneedto

askhim.Ijustwanttounderstandwhyhisparents

wouldallowhimtolietoourparents...Itwas

disrespectful.

Orefe:Ok,iguesswewillaskhimbutafterleaving

thehospitaliwon'thaveachancebecauseI'llbein



confinement,iwasraisedbymygrandmother...You

knowhowtraditionalthey're.Shewon'tallowme

outuntiltheendofmymaternityleave.

Rain:Mymotherisflexible,sheisaseniornurseso

oncemystitcheshavehealedshe'llbegoingback

toherhouse.

Orefe:Butiwon'tstayinthehouseforlong,Ihave

togotoworksomygranwillunderstandgorei

can'tstayforlong.

Rain:Sowhencanweconfronthim?After6weeks?

Afterthecheck-up.

Orefe:Yeah,6weeksisOKbecausewewillbeable

tositproperly.NnatotaI'minpainandIdon'thave

strengthtoarguewithHopeabeatagobuamaaka

blamingdrugsandalcohol.Ijustwantagood

relationshipwhereI'mrespected...I'mtruly

disappointedibilekedelitilestatussame.

Rain:Sofromherewedon'taskhimanythingor

showhimthatweknow?

Orefe:Yes...



Orefe'sbabybeguncryingthensheputherproperly

andbreastfedherwhilelayingnexttoherwhile

Rainlookedatherbabyalsofeeding.

Rain:Waitsegoreistillcan'tbelieveHopedidthis.

ItslikeI'mdreaming

Orefetouchedherbaby'sheadgentlyasshe

suckled...

Orefe:Heruinedourfriendship.Nekeitumela

mmanyanakerekebonyetsalayannete.

Roommatewamewasmyfriendbutistarted

gettingafunnyfeelingwheneverHopewasaround.

She'dstarttalkingwithasoftvoice,actingall

Innocentandsexy...Thelaststrawwaswhenshe

changedclothes..Shewaswearingalongdress

thenshechangedintoshorts.Iwasdone...

Rain:Hopekabobeleteabeareng?



Orefe:HewasalsoactingfunnybutbecauseHope

canhidehisfeelingsverywellIcouldn'ttellexactly

howhetookit,wheniaskedhimhesaidhehas

eyesformeonly.

Rain:Maybehesleptwithhertooandthat'swhere

wegottheSTD.

Orefe:I'msogladididn'thaveunprotectedsexwith

himafterthat.Myroommatesleepswithour

colleaguessoijustkneweyidon'twanttoriskwith

mybaby'shealth.Nkaseswelebolototryingtokeep

aman.

Rain:(sighed)I'mstillshocked...

Orefe:Kemathata...

Therewassilenceastheyeachpressedtheir

phones,RainnoticedOrefehadjustupdatedher

statussaying"Mylifehasbeenalie,I'mso

broken "sheputherphoneandlookedather....

Rain:Oadvertiserrelationshipyaronajaanong?



Nextthingpeoplewillbeaskingyouwhathappened

thenotswakadikgangbeforewecaneven

confrontthisliar.Isitnecessarytoupdatesocial

mediaabouteverything?

Orefe:Isitobvious?

Rain:Yes,it'sobvious.Youdeletedyourstatuswith

Hope'spicturesandnowthis.Leaveeverythingasit

is.Stopwiththesocialmediaupdates...Youcan't

bemyfriendmothowamodimoifyou'rethetype

thatkeepspostingeverylittlethingaboutyour

relationshiponsocialmedia.Peoplelikedrama,

theywillbepostingourkidsonsocialmedia.

Orefedeletedherstatusandpinnedherelbow

restingherheadonherpalm.

Orefe:I'mstressed.Ifeellikeineedsomeonetotalk

tothat'swhyipostedthat.Nekebatamongwea

inthaopeleintheinboxmaybe-

Rain:Ifyousayanythingyou'retakingmedown



withyou.

Orefe:Igetit...Kesuthilestatus

Rain:Thankyou.Weshouldtakepicturesofthe

girls...I'msureitwouldbeinterestingforthem.

That'siftheygrowupknowingthey'resiblings.I'm

notclosetomyyoungersiblingsbecauseiwas

raisedbymyfatherandhechosenottohavea

womanbecausehedidn'twantanyoneabusingme.

ItwasnicebutitalsomeantIdidn'tspendtimewith

mymother'sfamilyandherchildren.Iwishihada

sistericouldtalkto...Iwantmydaughtertohavea

siblingbond.

Orefe:Atleastsiblingsexistforyou,igrewupalone.

Mymotherwalkedoutofmylifewheniwasabout7

yearsold...Beingraisedbyagrannywashard.She

usedtocutmyhairwithscissorsandother

studentswouldlaughatme.

Raintriednottolaughbutitjustcameoutandshe

almosthurtherstitches.



Rain:(laughed)Howoldwereyou?

Orefe:(laughed)Don'tlaugh,it'snotfunny...Iwas

14.Thelasttimeshecutmyhairwithscissorswas

whenigotmyperiod,iwas15whenistarted...She

keptmeinthehousefor7daysandimissedschool.

TheentiretimeIwastreatedlikeamotsetsithen

shecutmyhair,iyootheminuteiwalkedinclass

everyonelaughedoutloudcallingmemanou...

Gotwemoririwameojelwekemanou.

Rainlaughedoutloud...

Rain:(laughed)Itmustbefungoingtoapublic

school.

Orefe:(laughed)Itwasterrible.Butbecauseididn't

havesiblingsibecameantisocial.Mysenseof

fashionsucked...Growingupwithoutamotherasa

girlchildisbadbutithinkifihadasister...

Someonetoplaywithiprobablywouldhave

enjoyedmychildhood.Mymotherwaspregnant

whensheleft,iactuallythoughtshehadlefttobuy



thebabyatthehospital...Youknowhowkidsfrom

backthenusedtobefoolish.Ithoughtkidswere

boughtatthehospital...Likeyoukeepeatinguntil

yourstomachisverybigandyouweighmorethen

youcanbeallowedtobuyababy.

Rain:Shenevercameback?

Orefe:Tothisdatennyaamma

Rain:Sorrythemma

Orefe:It'sok..(tookadeepbreath)It'slife...Hetsa

goamusaretseyebanyanadinepe.

Shefinished,theylaidthebabiesbesidesone

anotherandtookpicturesofthem.

Orefe:Thenoseandthelipsarethesamewabona?

Rain:You'reright...

Theyeachlaidontheirbedslookingatthepictures

ofthebaby.



Asmuchasitwasbeautifulseeingthesebabies

Orefe'sheartshutteredatthethoughtofpossibly

beingsecondbest,asidechick,someonewhois

goingtoannouncedas"wehavebeenthroughalot"

justsomeonetostrengthenarelationship.Her

daughterpossiblybeingtheonetoseedaddyonce

inawhilebecausehehasafamily...Sheturned

aroundandfacedawayfromRainastearsfilledher

eyesanddroppedtothepillow...

MeanwhileRainturnedaroundlookingatthebabies

indisbelief,tearsblurredhereyesasshestaredat

thescreen.Somethingmusthavebeenmissingon

herforhimtostartarelationshipwithanother

womanwhileshewasthere...Wasshebadinbed?

Ormaybeshewasn'tthatbeautiful..Sheclickedon

Orefe'spictureandfrownedcryingsilently,Orefe

wasclearlymorebeautifulthanher,shealways

knewshewasn'tthemostbeautifulwomaninthe

worldbutforhimtogoforamuchmorebeautiful

womanhurt.Herlipstrembledasshecriedsilently...



AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthateveningHopewalkedinthelivingroom

withaplateofsupperandsatdownthenhe

grabbedthelaptopandputacushiononhislap

beforeputtingitonitandcheckinghisemailsfrom

thepresentationattendees.Hisphonerangthenhe

leanedbackandpicked..

Hope:Yeah

Hakeem:Wenamrifidon'tcallyouyoudon'tcall

mearewestillbeefing?

Hope:Kebusythemonnakemotsetsi...Wareng?

Hakeem:Let'sgrabdrinksandplaysnookerhale

Hope:I'mworkingonsomethingpluskeangamela.

Idon'twanttospendalotofmoneyonbeer.Iwon't

bedrinkingordoinganyfunactivitiesthatneed

moneyforthenext3months.Wecangooutif

you'rebuyingdrinks



Hakeem:I'malittlelow

Hope:Yeah,metoo.

Hakeem:IhaveaninterviewonMonday,ifigetthe

jobI'mtakingyouout.Iknowyou'realwaysdoing

thepayinglaiteaka..

Hope:Suredon'tworryaboutit..

Hakeem:Sure,Shap

Hope:Bye

Hehungupandworkedonthecomputerforawhile

thenhetextedRain.

Hope:Hey,justfinishedworking.Abouttowatch

thegame

HetypedamessageforFefe..

Hope:Hey...Canyousendmeapictureofyouwith



thebaby?

Orefe:Goreoteorengbecauseyouneverpostme

onyoursocialmedia?

Hope:Can'tijustadmiremygirlswithoutshowing

themtotheworld?WhenthetimecomesI'llbrag

aboutmyfamily,rightnowiwanttoenjoyyou.Tisa

photothemma

Orefe: Fine

Hope:Trytosmile

Shesentapictureofherselfpoutingangrilynextto

thebabythenhesmiledandlaughed.

Hope:Tryagain...Thistimetrytosmile.

Orefe:(shegrinnedonthepicture)There.

Hope:Heiwenaosekopo,tisaphoto

Shesentapictureofherselflaughingandhe



laughedtyping.

Hope:See,thatwasn'thard.Koorehaesenkago

abuserpelekegoneomphangsenepe.6weeks

fromnowIwantthenudes

Orefe:6weeksfromnowyou'llbeexplaining

yourselfunderseriouscircumstances.

Hope: Whatdidido?

Orefe:Nothing,youdidn'tdoanythingakereyou

knowinyourheartyoudidn'tdoanything.Iwasjust

kidding Goodnight.

Heclickedontheothermessage.

Rain:Iwassleeping,I'mnotfeelingwell.

Hope:What'swrong?

Rain:Heartache

Hope:Whathappened?



Rain:Imeanttosayheadachebutitookpills.Cani

askyousomething?

Hope:Surebabe

Rain:DoyouthinkI'mbeautiful?Imeanthelooks,

don'tsayI'mbeautifulontheinside.Iwanttoknow

abouttheoutside.Ifyouweretoratemeoutof10.

Hope:You'rebeautiful.

Rain:Gatweilooklikemyfather,peopleusedtosay

kegotsitsepapakabompeandI'dbebeautifulifi

lookedlikemymother.Justbehonest,don'tsayI'm

beautifuljustbecauseyou'remyboyfriend.Be

honestrateme.

Hope:Iwouldn'tbewithyouifIdidn'tthinkyou're

beautiful.Iwouldn'tevenhaveallowedmyselfto

cuminsideyoukeitsegoreyoumightgetpregnant.

I'msorryifthereisanythingI'vedonetomakeyou

doubtyourself.

Rain:Ok

Hope:Canivideocallyou?Iwanttoseeifyou're

notcrying.Don'tsayanythingjustpickthecalland



lookatme.Iwon'tsayanythingeither.

Rain:You'llcallinthemorning.Iwanttosleep

Hope:Keakopababeplease.Ijustwanttolookat

you

Rain:No,sorry.

Hope:Whyarecrying?

Rain:I'mnot,justwanttosleep.

Hope:Iloveyou.

Rain:Iloveyoutoo.

Hope:Kekopagogobonabeforeorobala

Rain:Goodnightbabe.

Heputthephonedownandsighedthoughtfully

thenhepickedhisphoneandlookedatFefe's

picturescarefully,hereyeswerereddishandabit

swollen.Heputthephonedownandstoodupthen

hewalkedinthekitchenandhadwater...



AtDallasHouse...

MeanwhileEllalaidonherbedwatchingan

emotionalmovieasafatherrescuedhissonfrom

thefire,hepickedhimupandranoutofthehouse,

thebombexplodedasthefatherfelldownshielding

hissonfromthefire.Hefinallystoodupandcarried

hissonoutofdanger...Foramomentshe

wonderedifthisbabywouldhatetheirfather...

Obviouslynot.Shestillwonderedabouthermother

andshedidn'twantherbabywonderingaboutthe

fathertoobuttheneverythinghadbeengoingso

well.Hermotherwascomingaroundandherfather

wasexcitedaboutthebaby...Actuallythetwoof

themwerereadytostepuptheyevenhadthebaby

cotintheirroomandgavethebabyaname.

Shereceivedacallfromaprivatenumber..

Ella:Hello?



Hope:Hi,itsme.Sorryifiwokeyou.Caninamethe

baby?

Ella:No

Hope:Isitaboyorgirl?Ihavetwoname

suggestions,oneforagirlandoneforaboy.I'll

sendyouthenames.

Ella:Ican'ttellyouanythingaboutthebaby.

Hope:Canyouincludemeonthebirthcertificate?

Ella:No,it'sgoingtobeblank.

Hope:Doyoureallywantyourchildtogrowupwith

questionsofher/hisidentity?I'mnotaskingtobe

partofherlifeijustwantatraceincasemychildis

lookingforme.

Ella:Myparentsareresponsibleforthebaby.

"she/he"won'tneedyou.Pleaseunderstandmy

situation.Stopharassingme.I'mnotthebadguy

here.Myfatherisseriousaboutthedefilementcase

andhekeepsaskingmeifyou'vetriedtotalktome.

Hope:Ok,sorry.



Hehungupthenshesighed...

Atthehospital...

Thenextmorningthedoctorwalkedintheward

dischargingpatients..

RainandOrefeeachpackedtheirbagsquietlywith

theirbabieseachwrappedinswindleblankets..

Orefehungherbagovertheshoulderandpicked

herbabywhileRainpickedherbag..

Orefe:I'mgoing.Mygrandmotheriswaitingoutside

inthecar.

Rain:Ok...

Theyleanedoverbrieflyhuggedeachholdingtheir



babiesthenshewalkedout,Rainfollowedherand

outofthebuildingwhereshegotinhermother'scar.

Orefegotinthecarandhercousindroveoffasshe

wavedatRain.

Rainwavedatherbeforeputtingonaseatbeltas

hermotherdroveout...

SIXWEEKSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*

[06/27,00:48] :ChanceMoilwa

Book2

#17



AtRain'sHouse...

Rainfinishedpreparingherbabyforthecheckupat

theclinic,atleastshewouldn'thavetoseeRere

sinceshehadtousehernearestclinic.Shenever

imaginedseeingherwouldbreakherhearttheway

itdidwiththewaytheirfriendshipstarted,sheliked

herandthingswouldhavebeensomuchbetterifit

wasn'tforHopefatheringtheirchildren.Avoiding

seeingRere'spicturesorthinkingaboutherseemed

tohavehelpedthelastfewweeksyetstill,thiswas

thedayoftheconfrontationandshestillwasn't

sureaboutHope'sreaction,maybehe'dchoose

Rerebecauseshewasbeautifulandthepregnancy

didn'tseemtohavedestroyedherbodylikeher.

Sheputthebabyonthemiddleofthebedand

appliedthestretchmarkssyruponthestretch

marksonhertummyasshelookedatherselfonthe

mirror,hertummyusedtobeflatandflawlessbut



nowhereitwashangingwithscarythousandsof

stretchmarkssurroundingherbellybutton,there

wasnowayshe'deverletHopeseeallthese.Tears

filledhereyesasshestoodbeforethemirror

lookingatthisnewfatbodyshehadandherlips

trembledastearsblurredhereyes,shesatonthe

edgeofthebedandputherhandsoverherface

crying.Hermother'sfootstepsapproachedthenshe

grabbedthebaby'stowelandwipedhertears.She

tookadeepbreathandreachedforthebellybeltas

hermotherwalkedin..

Her:Hurryup,idon'twanttoqueueforalongtime.I

don'tunderstandwhyHopeismakingyouusea

publicclinic

Rain:Heisnotmakingme.

Her:Hope'sfathernevermademeuseapublic

hospitalwheniwasdatinghim.ChanceJuniorwas

borninaprivatehospital,hadinottrustedyour

fatheryourbigbrotherwouldbealiveandyou'dsee

thatHopehasmoneyheprobablyjustdoesn'tcare



aboutyou.Chancewasamillionairethoughhe

neverlikedtobragorlivelikeamillionaire

Rain:MamaHopeisnothisfather,ChanceMoilwa

wasabankrobberandhesucceededinhisheists

sohowcouldhehavenotspoiltwomen?Hope's

inheritancehasconditionsandhehasn'tmetthose

conditionssohedoesn'thavethatmoney.The

moneyhehasnowheworkedforitandhejust

startedanewbusiness.ItsnotlikeI'mstruggling

Hopeboughteverythingevenhiredanannytohelp

youhelpme.Onmylastmonthofthepregnancyhe

gaveme10Karekewangwana.Istillhavethat

moneyonme.Iamworkingmyself....Iearnagood

salary.Usingapublicclinicdoesn'tmeanweare

broke.Iknowpublicclinicsusedtobedirtyduring

yourtimebutnowadayswehavehighstandard

clinics.Stopmakingmefeelbadforwantingtodo

simplethingsgapennakebatagotagophaka

tsabanaandenjoyit.Privateclinicsdon'tgive

childrentsabanaandyoucan'tevenbuyit..

Hermothersighedopeningthewardrobeandtaking



outherbag..

Her:Ok...Ifyou'reusingpublicthingsbychoice

thenit'sok.

Rainwalkedinthekitchenandwarmedher

mountainfullplatethenshewalkedbacktothe

bedroomwhereshesatonthebedandatewhile

hermotherpackedherbag...

AliciaturnedlookingatRain'sfoodandcarriedon

packing..

Her:You'vebeeneatingalotlately...Evenduring

pregnancyyoudidn'teatatthisrate.Isthere

anythingbotheringyou?

Rain:(chewing)No,ijustfeelhungry.

Her:It'snothealthytoeatattherateyou'regoing.

Youtossandturnthewholenighttoo...Ifthereis



anythingbotheringyouyoumusttalktomenow

becauseI'mgoingbacktomyhousetoday.The

maidwon'thelpyou...IsHopemisbehaving?

Rain:(chewing)No

Shepatientlyateherfooduntilshewasdonethen

shewashedherplateandwentbacktothe

bedroomwheresheputonherdressandrana

combthroughherdrythickhairashermother

lookedather.

Her:Areyougoingtotheclinicwithoutputtingon

makeup?Thathairistoothick,howaboutspraying

itandputtinggelonitorsomething...Onale

growthgapeophaphaletse.

Rain:Idon'tfeellikeputtingonmakeup.

Her:Kantekeengoitathellamma?

Rain:Howamidoingthatmama?Can'tyoujust

stoptellingmewhatwrongsI'mdoing?You're

alwayscriticisingme.NothingIdoisrightinyour



eyes..

Sheburstintotearscryingholdingthebabywithher

babybaghangingonhershoulderashermother

lookedatherholdingherwaist...

Her:Ifyou'rehavingsomekindofpostnatal

depressionobueRain.Ididn'tsayanythingwrong

seokaselelelang...Ntseohupeditswekesengwe.

Ionlysaidtakegoodcareofyourself,youlooklike

ahomelesswoman.Thismaternitydressplusflip-

flops,moririwagagonkarewagaSekipi.Lehaele

makeuponyourface...Youshouldhavegonetothe

saloonandfixedthishairthentakeyourtimeonthe

mirror.You'regoingtomeetotherpeopleatthe

clinicwhobathed.Motsetsiyooboatawashemisa.

Kanamotsetsishouldglowandyou'renot,oiteilwe

kelehatshe.Youdidn'tevenlookthisbadwhenyou

werepregnant.It'slikeyoujustgaveuponyour

body.



Rain:(tearfully)Don'tworryaboutme...Godwillsee

methrough.Thisisallmyfaultforfallingpregnant...

Iwouldn'tbehere.Kebomatajwame!

Her:IfHopeischeatingonyoujustsayit,i

expectedit.Somethingisbotheringyou...Heishis

father'ssonngwanaka...Theywillbreakyourheart,

makeyoudoubtyourselfandstillbearrogant

enoughtoturnyouintosomethingyou'renot.I

expectthatboytobehaveexactlylikethemeninhis

family,youwon'ttellmewhenHopeishurtingyou

becauseItoldyouaslongasheisChance'sson

you'llcry.Thatfamilyknowsnothingabout

respectingawoman'sfeelingsstartingwiththe

elderlygoingdownthelastgeneration.I'mnot

talkingabouthisfatherTekoMoilwabecausethat

oldmanwaslovinganddedicatedtohiswife...I'm

talkingabouthisrealfamily.Bloodfamily...theroyal

family.Hope'sgrandfather,Kgosihimselfhadover

8womenbarehimover14children...Theydotake

careoftheirchildrenyesbutshem,youcry.Chance

datedmewithHakeem'smotheratthesametime



havingasugarmamawhomheapparentlystarted

sleepingwithwhenhewasateenager.Thiswoman

wasgroominghimteachinghimsex...Heonly

maturedafteralongtimesettlingwithThuliwho

wasHope'smother.Itbreaksmyheartthatyoulove

thisboy...Hopeneetabeelemangatolwakefamily

tradition?I'veneverlikedhimbecauseicanseea

player,handsomemendon'trespectwomen...Put

moneyandtheroyalbackgroundhebecomes

somethingelse.Iknowheisobviouslynextonthe

thronewiththewayhisgrandfatheriskeepinghim

closebutyounightnotevenbemmakgosi

ngwanaka.Thatfamilyistryingtofixtheirmistakes

withHopeandthey'regoingtomakesurebecause

hedoesn'tseemtobeasstubbornashisfather.

Talktomeifyouneedhelpbecauseusingfoodis

onlygoingtomakeyougainweightontopofthe

babyfatyou'resupposedtobelosing.Putonyour

makeupandwearyoursmile.

Rainpickedthebaby'scardandwipedhertears

thenshewalkedoutasthenannywaitedinthe



livingroom.Thenannylookedatherandwentback

forthebodylotion.Rainputthebabyonthecar

seatandbuckledherbeforesmilingather.Her

babywasbeautifulandthisrightherewarmedher

heartandputasmileonherface.Herphonerang,

shelookedatthecallanditwasherfather.She

smiledandpicked..

Rain:Hello

Him:Goodmorningmylove,howareyou?

Rain:I'mfine

Him:SkarekeratabasadingwanakaI'mcomingto

seemygranddaughterthisweek.Iknowsheis

beautifuljustlikeyou.

Rain:(laughedoutloud)Oratabasadipaparra...

Wajolagore!

Him:(laughed)Gonekeajolangwanaka,ilovethis

woman!

Rain:(laughed)Tsenapapisto!Onneromanticmr

Him:Valentineyou'llhelpmebuyhersomething



niceright?

Rain:(laughed)Yeah,I'llhelpyouchooseagood

present.

Him:Shecan'twaittomeetyou.

Rain:Ican'twaittomeethertoo.

Him:Howistheloveofmylifethough?

Rain:(stoppedsmiling)IguessI'mfine,I'lltellyou

everythingwhenyoucome,it'salongstory.

Him:Ok,nowI'lldefinitelycomebecauseyoudon't

soundOK.

Rain:Youshouldcome.

Him:I'mcomingnow,itshouldtakeabout5hours

todrivebacktoMaun.

Rain:(smiled)Gaseemergencypapa

Him:No,I'mcoming.You'llalwayscomefirst,

"daughterfirstwomenafter".Youknowmymotto!

Rain:PapakemotonakanaI'mnotababyija.I'm

fine.



Him:Didyoutalktomama?

Rain:Shedoesn'tlikeHopejustbecauseheisher

ex'sson.Ican't

Him:MmekanaHope'sfatherwasn'tthatbad...Him

andigotoffonthewrongstartbecauseneerea

kopanetsemosadilewenaabeagokgerisabutthe

deathofhissonbroughtustogether.Heactually

forgavemeformycarelessnessandbecauseof

thaticarriedtheguiltofcausingCJ'sdeath.Chance

didn'thaveenemieswhenhediedI'msurprised

yourmotherdoesn'tlikeHope.AnywaysI'mcoming

tomakesureyou'reOK.Seeyoulater

Rain:Wenamryou'reoverreacting.I'mfine.

Him:Seeyoulater.GoShap

Shehungupandsighedsmiling,thenannyhanded

herthebodylotion.

Her:Youmissedsomespotsonyourankles.

Rain:Thankyou.



Sheputonthebodylotionthenshegotinthecar

andtheydroveoff.

Attheclinic..

Rerewalkedinthebuildingfollowingher

grandmotherwhowascarryingthebaby,they

queuednexttoayoungwoman,itlookedlikeshe

wasjustthereforfamilyplanningsinceshedidn't

haveababywithher.

Rere:Hi

Her:Hello.

Thedooropened,anotherpatientwalkedoutthen

theyoungwomangotin.Orefe'sgrandmother

smiledlookingatthebabyassherockedherback

andforthsingingforher...



Grandma:(singingsoftlysmiling)Didimalammêo

ilekomasimo

Otaagotelanchelemagapu

Robalannana,robala,robalannana.

Didimalammêoilekosesoleng

Otaagotelamadiantole,gotheleaditiripi,Robala-

robalannana!

Rerelaughedlookingathergrandmother..

Rere:Mmamayouknowaboutntole?

Her:Youthinkidon'tknowthatyou'rerich?Iknow

thegovernmentgivesyountole.Ilistentotheradio!

Ngwanawalesoleodidimatswagotwemmagweo

taamotelantole.



Shelaughedlookingawayandshookherhead...

Her:Isthereanythingboringyou?

Rere:No,why?

Her:Becauseyou'renoteatingwell,that'swhythe

babyisn'tgettingenoughmilkfromyou.You'remy

daughtersoiknowwhenyou'rehidingsomething...

Onnakagoitebalaoetapelo.

Rere:(lookeddown)Hopeischeating...Hehas

anotherbabywithanotherwoman.Thebabyisthe

sameageasLala.Hewaswithherbeforemesoi

havetowalkawayandit'spainfulformebecausei

lovehim.

Her:Didheleaveyou?

Rere:No

Her:Sowhyareyoumakingthatchoiceforhim

withouthearingfromhim?Hisparentssaidtheywill

bebackwithmagadi.Whyareyouworried?

H



Rere:Theysaidthesamethingtoherfamilytoo,i

wasinthesamewardwiththisotherwoman.Sheis

verysweet,wewerefriendsbeforewefoundout

andnowit'sevenpainful.

Her:Isshetroublingyou?

Rere:No,wetalkbutit'salreadypainful.Everytimei

callhertocheckonherigetsostressedican'teat

butthetwoofusareOK.Ididn'tthinkI'dhavea

fatherlesschildthewayiavoidedhavingachild

withmenwhoseemedimmaturenowI'mtrappedin

acornerandithurts.Wearegoingtoaskhim

togetherafterdicheckup.Herbabyisgoingtoa

clinictodaybecausebothofusgavebirthonthe

sameday.

Her:Pleasetrytocontrolyourtemper,don'tfight

her

Rere:Mmamathereisnothingtofightwithher,o

didimetsegoreevenifyou'recrazyyouwouldn't

arguewithher.Lennaiwouldn'tfightknowingi

cameafterkemoithela.Iwanttoleavehimbutit's

hard.



Her:You'llhavetohearfromhim.Itrusttheroyal

family.Theywon'tlietousandI'mwaitingforthem.

Weneverusedtoquestionmenthewayyouyoung

peopledo,ifitwasuswewouldn'taskhimanything

becauseaslongasamansupportshisfamilyand

respectsyouhecanhaveanotherwoman.Men

don'tstaywithonewoman,iftheydotheycheat.

Rere:That'swhyiamgladididn'tgrowupduring

yourtimebecausethat'sthenonsenseiwouldn't

standfor.

Her:Whetheryoustandforitornot,you'lldealwith

it.Theseonesarenotallowedtomarrymoreso

they'recheatersandtheyspreaddiseases.They

endupdenyingtheirchildrenbecausethey'reafraid

tobejudged.Theirforefathersneverabandoned

womenwithchildrenandwomenneverfoughtfor

menonthestreetlikeyouyoungpeople,wedidn't

havedepressionbecauseweknewnevertotrusta

mantoonlyhaveeyesforyou.Itcanneverhappen,

wepreferredtoknowwhereandwhohewaswith

becauseitmadeplanningbetterandsiblingsgrew

upknowingeachother.Youpeoplehavesomany



deformedbabiesbecausesiblingsmakebabies

withoutknowing.

Rere:Thisiswhyididn'ttellyouheischeating..

RonammamarenakeHIV,cervicalcancerand

depression.Depressionkillsfasterthananything

ibileHIVnowadaysislikefluyougetfreeARVsand

you'refine.Depressionmakesyoukillyourself

Her:Killyourselfbecauseamanputhisprivatepart

inanotherwoman?Leavingyourchildrenfora

man'shangingorgan?Weneverkilledourselvesfor

men'spenisesbecausewenevermadethemthe

centerofourlives.Iusedtogetsotiredofyour

grandfatherievenaskedhimwhenhewasgoingto

checkonhisotherwomansoicangohavefunin

peace.Youpeoplelovementoomuch.

Reretookadeepbreathandlookedaway.Attimes

itseemedpointlesstoevendiscussanythingwith

herbecausetheyweretwoworldsapart..The

youngwomansteppedoutthenshegotthebaby

andwalkedinside...



AttheLawyer'soffice...

Hopewalkedinandshookhandswiththelawyer

beforeunbuttoninghissuitjacketandsittingdown...

Lawyer:Iwasgoingtocallyou

Hope:Yeah,butyoudidn't...Whenamigettingmy

money?Isthereevenmoneyoryouuseditbecause

you'vereceivedthemedicalreportsofmyblood

testsyetyou'renotdoinganything.

Lawyer:I'vefiledforthecourtordersothebankcan

giveyoumoney.

Hope:Youneversaidanythingaboutthecourt

order,didyouspendmyfather'smoney?

Lawyer:Justgivemetime.Iknowyou'vedone

everythingonyourside.You'llgetyourmoney

beforethenextsixmonths.Kanatherearedelays

nowbecauseDallaswentsniffingaroundthe

executionissueandnowI'mdealingwithalot.



Hope:Whatyou'resayingdoesn'tmakesense,i

didn'ttroubletheprisonsohowdoesthataffectme?

Ifidon'tgetmymoneyinthenext3monthsI'm

takingyoutocourt.Thereputationofyourlawfirm

willbedraggedonthemudbecauseiwon'tletyou

playmeforafool.Youhave3months!

Lawyer:Ok...Bythewayyourfatherwouldbe

impressedwithyourimprovementsespeciallyka

HopeMedicalTransportandLogistics,that's

brilliant.Iguessfatherhooddoesforceonetothink

outsidethebox.Don'tbetoodesperateforthe

inheritance,you'redoingwellonyourown.I'dnever

stealfromyourfather,heisthemostdangerous

maninthecountryatthemoment,itsapityheis

ownedbythestatehouse.I'vebeenalawyerfor

manyyearsbeforeyouwereevenborn.I'vemadea

fortunefromhardworkandificouldI'djustgive

youthismoney.Butiamyourfather'shand...He

decideswhat'sgoodforyoulookingattheman

you'reandrightnowheishappywiththeman

you'rebecoming.Yourealisedthatthisinheritance

waatakingtoolongandstartedabusinessto



supportyourchildren.Thisisexcellent....Averybig

improvementinyourcharacterthoughhewould

havepreferredyouhavingonewoman.

Hope:Don'ttalktomelikeyouknowmyfather,you

don'tknowanythingabouthim.Ifidon'tgetmy

moneyinthenextthreemonthsI'mtakingyouto

courtforwithholdingwhat'slegallymine.

Hestoodupandwalkedoutbuttoninghisjacket.

Hisphonerang,hetookitoutandpickedashegot

inthecarandreversed..

Hope:Hello?

Rain:Hi,justcallingtoseeifwearestillmeeting.

Hope:Canwepostpone?I'mkindofbusyrightnow.

Ihaveanothermeetingrightafterlunch.

Rain:Itwon'ttakelong.Whyareyouchanging

causeweagreedonmeetingyesterday?

Hope:Ididn'tthinkthetimewouldbeenough

becauseyousoundedabittooseriousforanhour



meeting.Butifyou'reOKwithlunchtimeI'mgood.

Where?

Rain:Atyourhouse

Hope:Can'twemeetinthemallatarestaurant?I'm

hungry

Rain:I'llbringyoufood.

Hope:OK

Rain:Bye

Hehungupandjoinedthetrafficashisphonerang.

Hope:Hello?

Jade:It'saboy,hewasbornlastweek.

Hope:Whyelegoneobuwangnow?

Jade:Becauseiforgottotellyou,justremembered

nowbecauseI'mbroke.Sendmymoneyiwantto

fuelandchecksomeoneinPhakalane.

Hope:Sendapicture,howdoiknowyou'retelling



thetruth?

Jade:Sendmymoneymista...Whywouldilie?I'll

askEllaforapictureandforwardit.

Hope:You'llgetthatmoneywhenigetapicture.

Jade:Uh!

Hehungup,minuteslaterhereceivedfour

forwardedpicturesandclickedonthemashe

stoppedatthetraffic.Hestaredatthebaby's

picturesandsighedatthepictureofEllaandthe

baby.Hedialledhisgrandfather.

Him:Hello

Hope:Ellahadaboy.

Him:ThankGod!

Hope:Youcan'tgothere,wabonatheydidn't

summonmeovertheretoclaimthepregnancy.I

don'twanttogotojail.

Him:I'llseeificantalktoyouruncle,Dallasisyour



uncleheshouldn'tholdagrudgeforsolong.Itsnot

likeyourapedElla.

Hope:Heisangry,thewholefamilyisangry.Give

themtime.Maybeacoupleofmonths.

Him:Sixmonthsee,nobodyshouldbethatangry

forlongespeciallyamanwhokilledmyson.

Hope:Givethemtime,Ellatooneedstobebackin

schooltoatleastconsiderforgivingmebecauseat

leasttabeabonagoreherlifeisbackontrack.

Him:Ok.

Hope:Bye..

Hehungupanddroveoff...

AtHope'sHouse...

Rainparkedatthegateandpressedthegate

intercom.SheleanedagainstthecarasOrefe

parkedbehindherandsteppedoutwalkingoverto



her.

Orefe:Youdon'thavehisremote?

Rain:No,sometimeshedoesn'tlock.Doyouhaveit?

Orefe:No,justthoughtyou'dhavethekeytohis

house.(lookingather)Howareyoudoing?

Rain:(lookedaway)I'mgood.

Orefe:Fromhereaberetsenakasaloon,doourhair

andnails.

Rainlookedatherperfectlydonehairandnails,i

guessitwasapolitewayoftellinghershelooked

terribleanditdidn'tmakeanythingeasy,suddenly

shefeltuncomfortablestandingbesidesher.

Orefe:(sympathetically)Iloveyou...

Rainlookedawayastearsburnedhereyes,Orefe



steppedoverandgrabbedherwristfromherfolded

arms.

Orefe:Themmaskalelakeagokopa...You're

goingtomakemecry....

Sheblinkedandatearrandownhercheek,Orefe

rubbedhercheekwithherouterhandandhugged

herasRainhuggedherbackandburstintotears

crying.ShecriedoutloudlikeachildasOrefe'slips

trembleduntilshebrokedowncryingtoo.

Rere:Wewillbefine,wegoinandtalktohimthen

wetellhimit'soverandleaveasagreed.Italways

hurtsthefirstdayofthebreakupbutafteritgets

bettereventuallywewillbefine.Itsnotmyfirst

heartbreak.Wenait'syourfirstthat'swhyle

makeuplesitse...Retswatengmmewewillbefine.

Raintookadeepbreathandsighedrubbingher



eyes,Rererubbedhereyestoopattinghereyes

carefulnottomessherlashesandmascara.

Hope'scarstoppedbehindhercarandtheylooked

atoneanotherreadytodothis,shegotbackinher

carthenReregotinhers.

Hopefrozesittinginthecarlookingattheircars,

thisdidcrosshismindbasedontheirmoodsthe

pastcoupleofweeksbuthedidn'tthinkthey'd

actuallydothis...Ambushhimandputhimina

corner.Hepickedtheremoteandpressedthenthe

gaterolledopen.

Raindrovethrough,Rerefollowedthenhedrovein

behindthem.

Theyeachwaitedinthecarsthenhesteppedout

takingoffhissuitjacketandhungitoverhisarmas

heunlockedthedoor.



Noneofthemsaidhello,therewasjustsilenceas

theladiesstoodbehindhimwhileheunlocked.He

pushedthedooropenandturnedholdingitforthem

togetin,theybothgotinthenhefollowedtakingoff

histie.

Heclosedthedoorandturnedontheair-conashe

puthisjacketandtieoverthejacketstand...

Theladiestookaseatonthesamecouchfacing

himashesatontheotherone,hefoldedthe

sleevesofhisshirtandputhiswatchonthetable

thenhetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingat

themashisheartpoundedasifitwouldfalloutof

hischest...

*

*

*

*



*
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AtHope'sHouse...

TherewassilenceasHopelookedatbothofthem

thenhiseyesshiftedtoRain,itlookedlikeshehad

beencryingandshewasstillholdinginmoretears.

Shedidn'tevenputonmakeupordresssmartas

usual.Theweightgainmadeherlookevenworse

andnowpartsofhisfather'slettersmadesense.

Shecouldn'tevenlookathimandknowingRainshe

wasavoidingeyecontactbecauseiftheylocked

eyesshe'djustcry...Heneverunderstoodwhathis

fathermeantwhenhesaidifyourwomancan'tbe

enviedbyotherwomenbasedonhowyoutreather

thenyouhavefailedasaman.Ifyourwomankeeps

quietwhenotherwomentalkaboutbelievinginlove



thenyouhavefailed...hehadfailedbothofthese

wonderfulwomenwhohaddonenothingbutlove

andgivehimbeautifuldaughters.

Orefe:WeneedanswersHope,ithinkyoucanput2

and2together,weshouldn'tbetheonesasking

questions.

Hoperubbedhisfaceandtookadeepbreaththen

heleanedforwardpinninghiselbowsonhisknees

lookingatthem.HiseyesshiftedtoRain.

Hope:I'msorryforcheatingonyou...Iknowwe

comefromwayback,wehadplanstogetherandi

understandthatI'vehurtyoubecauseichangedall

thatwedreamtofsincechildhood...I'vehurtyouat

theworsttimewhenyou'remostlyvulnerable,

doubtingyourbeautybecauseyoubroughtalife

intothisworld,you'retryingtofigureouthowto

balanceeverythingandnowyouhavetodealwith

myactions.IhopeonedayI'llmakeituptoyou...I



oweittoyou.

Rainlookedathimandsighedlookingdown.He

shiftedhiseyesbacktoFefe..

Hope:I'msorryfornottellingyouihadagirlfriend,i

didn'ttellyoubecauseiwasafraidyou'drejectme

ifyouknewthetruth.

Orefe:Sowhatwasyourintention?YouliedandI

didn'trejectyou...Thingswentaccordingtoyour

planobviously,youevenhavetwodaughtersso

what'stheplan?Can'tyouletusinsowecanbeon

thesamepage?

Hope:Wehavechildren,wehavetoraisethem

together

Rain:Whatdoyoumean?

Hope:Canwetalkaboutthisprivately?Iamwilling

todiscussthisbutnotlikethis



Rain:IjustwantthetruthsoIcanleavebecausei

don'twantfights,doesthatmeanyoudon'twant

meanymoresinceyouhaveher?I'mfinewith

anythingandiwillstayawayfromyou.

Hope:Nobodyiswalkingaway,wecandothis

togetherandwedon'toweanyoneanexplanation.

I'velovedyoubothequallysincelastyear...Besides

dealingwithdrugsididgoodandsinceistopped

I'vebeendoingwell,whileyouwerekeepingthe

girlssafeinyourbodiesiwasbusyrunningaround

thewholeofMauntryingtomakemoremoneyso

youcanbothlivecomfortably.Mygoalistomake

yourlivesascomfortableaspossible...Noneofyou

haseverfeltneglectedbeforeyouknewtherewas

anotherwoman,I'veneverfailedtosupportmy

childrenandihaven'tevendisrespectedyou...

BesideslyinghelaIhaven'tdoneanythingthatcan

makeyouthinkican'thandlebothofmyfamilies.

Let'sbeopenaboutitandcarryon,iknowitsa

scarythoughtbutipromiseyou...Ifyoumakethis

decisioniwillworkhardertomakesureyou're

happyandcomfortableinthisrelationship.



Orefe:Areyouhigh?

Hope:Doyouhaveabettersolution?(sighed)

Listen...Idon'thaveaproblemifanyofyouwants

toleavemebecauseiliedinthefirstplace...Iwon't

harassyou,I'llsupportmychildrenibileIwon'tbea

difficultfather....Evenifbothofyoucameherewith

theagreementtoexposeanddumpmeiwon't

blameyou.I'mjusttellingyouwhatiwant...Thisis

whatIwant...Iwantbothofyouwithmebymyside

becauseyoucompleteme.Ihaven'tcheatedonyou

notonce....ThisismywishI'mnotforcingyou.Fefe

youtellmewhatyouwant,Rainlewenayoutellme

whatyouwantthenwedeciderothekabo3.Ifyou

needtimetothinkI'mwillingtogiveyoutimetoo

butnnatotahelatobehonestwithyouI'mgladthis

isout.Keepingasecretisn'teasy.I'mgladyouboth

know...Atleasticanfreelyloveyouifyoupermit

me.IloveyouandI'mwillingtoloveyouand

respectthebothofyouequallywithoutfavour....

Gonejaanaidon'thaveafavourite...Iloveyoueach

inauniquewaybecauseyou'redifferent,youwant

differentthingsandiknowhowtogivethemtoyou.



TherearethingsyoulikeFefethatRaindoesn'tand

Iknowthose.Iamwillingtomarrybothofyouand

bethereformychildrentoo...Ifyou'renot

comfortablewiththearrangementiunderstandand

irespectthat.I'mnotforcingyou,I'mjustasking

youandpromisingyouthatifyouagreeitcanwork.

Orefe:Soyougiveuschildrenandthendrop

somethinglikethisambushinguslikethis?

Hope:No,don'tturnthisaround.Youbothcornered

meandaskedmethisibileaskingmeleletwosoI

havenochoicebuttobehonestwithbothofyou.

Yesiwaswrongtogiveyouchildrenbutchildren

arenotacommitment,wecanstillcoparent

peacefullyifyoudon'twantme...

Orefe:You'renotbeingfair

Hope:Listen,that'swhatiwant...Rereyou'retalking

butyou'renottellingmewhatyouwant.Situationat

handkegoreicheated,Iapologisedandtoldyou

whatiwantmovingforward,youcanforgivemeor

not,stayorleave...Wehavetoactuallymove



forwardwithourdecisionsinsteadofdiscussinga

neverendingsubject.WenaibileReretotayou're

supposedtolistentowheretheconversationis

headingbecauseRainisactuallytheonewho

shouldbemakingamuchbiggerdecision...Nnale

wenareutwakaeneafterpleadingourcase...I

meanyoucandecideifyouwanttojointhisfamily

ornotbutitendsthere,whetheryou'reacceptedor

notlieswithRain.Youkeeptalkingsomuchyou're

notgivingherachancetospeak...Youcanwalk

away...Iwantyoutostaybutyoucanwalkawayif

youwant,youhavetogiveherachancetoaccept

mypleaorrejectit.Areyouleavingorwaitingto

hearfromher?

OrefestoppedtalkingandkeptquietasHope

shiftedhiseyestoRain...

Hope:Canwetalkaboutitinprivatekanayoustill

wanttocarryontalkingherewithher?



Rain'seyesfilledwithtears,sheturnedherface

lookingawayandrubbedhertearsbeforethey

coulddrop,Hopestoodupandtookherhand

helpingherstandthenhehuggedher...

Hope:I'msorry...

Rain:Canwetalkinprivate?

Hope:Sure...Let'sgo.

ShewalkedpastOrefeasHopereachedoverfor

Rere'schin..

Hope:Keetautwa?

Hetriedtotouchherbutsheangrilyleanedback

andslappedhishand,hebrushedherhairbackand

followedRaintothebedroomwhereheclosedthe

door.



Heputhisarmsaroundherandtriedtokissher

holdinghercloseasshepushedhimbacktearfully

turningherhead,hegrabbedoneofherarmsaway

fromhischestandtiltedhisheadleaningoverfora

kiss,heFrenchkissedherandshefinallygavein

kissinghimback,heletgoofherwristandheldher

waistcloserstillkissingher.

Heleanedbackandlookedinhereyes..

Hope:Pleaseallowherin...

Rain:Andifidon'twant?Canyouleaveherandbe

faithful?

Hope:Thetruthisiwon'tbefaithful,I'llprobably

sleepwithherwheneverI'mgoingtocheckonthe

babyorwheneverIgetachance.Youcanjust

dumpmeandfindsomeonebetteroryoucangive

thisachanceandseehowitgoes...Wewereso

happybeforeyoufoundout?Wecanstillbehappier

withthetruth.It'sgoingtotakeabitofadjustment

butI'llworkhardtomakeitwork..I'mnotforcing



you,I'mjustbeggingyoutogiveitachanceand

stopifyou'renothappy...Youhavethepowerto

walkawayifyou'renothappybuthowwouldyou

knowifitwouldwork?Wecandothis..

Rain:You'llhaveafavourite..

Hope:Idon'thaveafavourite...Let'sgiveitatry...

Pleasebabe...(shelookedawayandheturnedher

headbacktohiseyes)Babe...(softly)Please...I

promiseitwon'thurt...

Hesteppedbackandopenedhishandsinfrontof

her.

Hope:Putyourhandsonmineifyou'rewillingto

giveitatryevenifit'sjustforamonth.Ifithurts

you'llwalkaway...Itwon'thurttotry...Whatifits

notasbadasyouthink?Don'tletfearinfluence

you...Putyourhandsonmineifyou'rescaredtobe

hurtbutwanttotry...



Herhandsshookasshelookedathisopenhands

thensheslowlyputherhandsonhis,hesighedin

reliefandcuppedherfacekissingher,heliftedher

upandkissedherbeforeswingingherasshe

laughedshyly.Heputherdownandkissedherthen

heopenedthedoorandwalkedout...

MeanwhileRere'sheartskippedastheyboth

steppedoutholdinghands,theywalkedoverasshe

swallowed...

RainsatbesideherwhileHopesatonhisspot

lookingatthem.Rainturnedlookingatherand

smiled...

Rain:Idon'tknowifI'mmakingtherightdecision

andihopeidon'tregretit,ijustwanttotrythis

beforeiwalkawayifitdoesn'tworkout.

Orefe:Iwanttotakeariskandtryittoo,canwetry

itinprivatewithouttellingpeoplewhat'sgoingon?I



don'tthinkI'mreadyforthepublicpersecution.

Rain:Metoo..

Hope'slipscurvedashesmiledandlookedaway

blushing,theylookedathimsmilingandlooked

awaylaughing..

Rere:(laughed)Nnakeaswabajaanong

Rain:(laughed)Gaaswabisa

Hestoodupsmilingandopenedhishandslooking

atthem...

Hope:(smiled)Kekopahugifyoudon'tmind..

Theyeachplacedtheirhandonhishandsand

stoodupthenheleanedoverhuggingthembothas

thethreeofthemheldeachother.Heheldthem



closeandrubbedtheirbacks...

Hope:Thankyoufortrustingmeaftersucha

heartbreak.Iknowihavetoearnyourtrust,ihave

tohelpyougetinshapebecausewearerecovering

fromchildbirth.Wecanattendgymsessions

together...I'mwillingtotreatyouasindividuals,

you'renotapacksoiknowyoulikedifferentthings.

It'smyresponsibilitytoknowwhateachoneofyou

likestokeepyouinterested...IswearI'mgoingto

workextrahardgorekebeche,gankeeimelwake

morwaloelewayone.Iknowthatmoneymakeslife

easierforafamilysoyesI'mgoingtoworkhardto

provideforyouandourgirls.Sexyoneibileleska

warakayone...You'llneverhearmesayingI'mtired

kampakaswelamotenggayone...

Theylaughedashelaughedleaningback...

*

*



*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...

Hopereachedinhispocketandtookouthisphone

lookingatthetimethenhebentoverpickinghis

watchandputiton...

Hope:Ihaveameetingrightafterlunch,ican'tbe

late.(lookedatthembothashepinnedhiswatch

on)Ithinkweshouldfindtimeandsitdownwith

somegroundrules,butmaybethisisagoodtimeto

actuallythinkaboutsinceweonlyjustagreedon

this.Ineedyoutoguidemeonhownottohurtyour



feelingswiththeotherperson,idon'twantto

assumesomethingassimpleaskissingyouboth

won'tbeabigdealandthenwhenyougotobed

youstartobservinglittlepointlessthingslikehe

kissedherfirstandmeafter,ifyou'regoingtothink

likethatI'drathernotshowthatkindofaffectionto

eitherofyouunlesswearealone.

Rere:Yeah,wewilldiscussitbutIwouldn'tmind

seeingyoukissheraslongasI'mgoingtogetmy

kissafter,ifyoudon'tgivememineI'llfeel

somehow.(turnedtoher)Whatdoyouthink?

Rain:Idon'tknowhowI'dfeel,idon'tknowhowI'm

goingtofeelabouteverythingbutIwon'tknowifwe

don'ttrysoyoucantryetarekeyagorobalaI'llsee

howthedayunfolded.

Hope:(smiled)I'mgoingtodowhatevermakesboth

ofyoucomfortable..Ifoneofyouisn'tcomfortable

nothinggetsdone.Ilistentoyouandrespectyou...

Thisarrangementisn'tjustaboutmeanditwillonly

workifweareallhappy,idon'twanttolosebothof



you.Idon'tthinkyoubothknowexactlywhatyou

justdidforme...Ifeelbig,myegoislike...

Hesmileddroppinghisarmwatchandputhis

handsinthepocketslookingatthemadmiringly,so

muchranthroughhisheadashesmiledtryingto

putitinwordssotheycouldhaveanideaofthe

amountofhappinessandgladnesshehadbuthe

couldn'tfindtherightwords,thesmileonhisface

madehisfacecuteashesmiledblinking

thoughtfully.

Heturnedhisheadtothesidetryingtofindwords

ashisperfecthaircutandbeardshavingmade

lookingathimbreathtaking,bothladiessmiled

lookingdown,forsomereasontheyunderstood

whathewastryingtosayandasmuchashewas

strugglingtopaintapictureforthemitfeltgreatto

seethispartofhim.Hewasgoodlooking,hadthe

moneytohandleeverythingandthestaminato

jumpbetweenbothbeds,imeantheydidn'tfeel



neglectednotoncebefore..Fromhistonetheywere

goingtobehispriorityanditfeltgood.Nowthey

weresuretheywantthis...

Hopepickedhistieandputitbackonhisneck

beforeturningdownhiscollarlookingatthem...

Hope:WhatI'mtryingtotellyouisthat...Alotof

mencanonlydreamaboutthis,ihopeI'mnot

dreaming(theyalllaughed)Iunderstandthatyou're

possiblygoingtobejudgedbutiknowasaman

thatalotofguyswouldwishtobemewhenthey

findout.Wewerewiredlikethat...Notallbutalot

wouldbehappieriftheyhadthetwowomenthey

wanttobewithbecausemostofthetimewelove

twopeopleequally.Mostrelationshipsormarriages

havethatonepersontheyalwaysargueaboutback

andforth,imeansomeguyshidethatparticular

womanwellsomuchtheirwomenthinkthey're

alonebutdeepdownweknowwelovethesetwo

people...



Hetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingatthem...

Hope:Sobelivemehavingtwobeautifuleducated

financiallyindependentwomenagreetolovemeis

ablessingiwon'ttakeforgrantedbecauseiknow

I'llneverfindanywomanwillingtodothis...Iloved

youbeforethisbutrightnowiloveyoumoreandi

feelobligedtohonouryourrulesaboutthis

arrangement...Ifyouguidemeonwhatyoutwo

don'twantorwantiswearI'mgoingtofollowyour

rulestothelastdotbecauseiwantyoutwotobe

likethisforever.(smiled)canigomakemoneyfor

ourkids?

Theysmiledawkwardlyashelookedatthem.

Hope:Ketshabagolesuna,togalelelaabele

nthalaabegolelanna..



Theylaughedwalkingoutthenhelockedupand

leanedoverhuggingthemboth,theystoodtherefor

aboutaminutehuggingthenhelookedatthetime.

Hope:NowI'mreallylate...

Both:Bye

Theyeachgotintheircarsanddroveoffthenhe

followedthemoutsideandwaitedforthegateto

closeashepressedhisphone,hefrownedlooking

atthebreakingnews;Pastorhangshimselfin

church.

HecarriedonreadingaboutJangoandliftedhis

eyebrowsshocked,henoticedthegatehadlocked

anddroveoff.

AtDallasHouse...



MeanwhileThutosmiledlookingatthebabyashe

sleptpeacefullynexttoher,sheputherfingerinhis

littlepalmashissofthandheldher.Shemovedher

headoverandkissedhissleepingface,thebaby

tiltedhisfaceandgrunted..Shejustwantedhimto

wakeupsoshecouldholdher...

Shegrabbedabottleandputthetitonhislipsthen

hesuckled,shepulledoutthebottleandthebaby

wokeupcrying,shesatupandputitinhismouth

feedinghimwhilelookingattheclothesonthebed

wonderingwhichoutfittoputhimonsoshecould

takepicturesofhim...

MeanwhileinherroomEllalaidonherbedcoping

notesfromaneighbour'sdaughterintohernew

book.Herbreastsachedsobadsheputthepen

downandclosedbothbooks.Shecouldfeelher

breastsfullasiftheywouldburst,shesatupgently

andlookedatherachingbreasts...Theveins

runningonherbreastslookedfullandgreenish,she



neverknewitcouldfeelthispainfulnotto

breastfeed,shecheckedherbreastpadsandthey

werefullthenshechangedthemandknockedon

hermother'sbedroomdoor.

Thuto:Tsena..

Ellawalkedinasshewastakingpicturesofthe

baby...

Ella:Iwanttobreastfeed...Mybreastshurt.

Thuto:You'regoingtoschoolnextweek,youhave

tostopbreastfeedingbecauseyou'renotsupposed

tomixbreastmilkandformula.Thebabyhasto

sticktoonething

Ella:Ithurtssobad..

Thuto:Inafewdaysthatmilkwillstopproducing.

Ellaleanedoverandpickedthebabykissinghimon



thecheek.Thutotookoutagymmembershipcard

fromherhandbagandhandedher...

Thuto:Ipaidthatforyousoyoucangetbackin

shapebutI'mgladyouhaven'tchangedmuch.It's

justtogetyourmusclestightagain..Yourfirst

sessionisafteryour6weekscheckup.

Ella:(smiled)Thankyou...MmaI'vegainedweight.

From50Kto60k,gonejaanaiwearsize30buti

was26and28

Thuto:(laughed)It'snotbad..

Ella:Noiwantmybodyback.

Thuto:Itwillbeback...Yourfirstsessionswon'tbe

intense,theywillgetseriousafter4months.Di

tsamayakastage.Giveyourselftime.

Ella:Ok...

Thutocheckedherphoneandgaspedreadingabout

Jango,Dallasparkedoutsideandwalkedin..



Thuto:Jangocommittedsuicide!

Dallas:(calmly)Really?

Thuto:I'mserious!

DallaspickedthebabyfromEllaandkissedhimon

theforeheadbeforeputtinghimonhischest

walkingout,Thutowalkedovershockedand

showedhimthearticle...

Dallasreadthearticlewithoutasingletraceof

emotions...

Dallas:Ok...Whatdidyoucook?

Thuto:Babewhyoseworriednewena?

Dallas:Ineverfeelsorryforpeoplewhocommit

suicide,it'sthepeoplewhogetkilledwhiletheystill

wanttolivewhobotherme.Jangoisnotas

innocentasyouthink,hissinsprobablygotthebest



ofhim.

Thuto:Whendidthischange?Thelasttimehe

invitedustohishousewithhiswifeyouwerehappy

toseehim.

Dallas:Gonetotait'ssad...

Heputonasadfaceandgotthephonepretending

tobereadingthroughthearticle...

Dallas:Ifeelforhiswife...It'ssad.(sighedwalking

away)Anywayswhat'sforlunch?

Thuto:I'llgiveyouyourfood...haveaseat..

Hesatonthecouchandputthebabyonhischest

beforeputtinghisfeetoverthetableandwatching

TV.

MeanwhileinherbedroomEllaputonherschool

uniformandstoodbeforethemirrorlookingat



herself...Shetookitoffandwalkedtothekitchen...

Ella:IneednewvestssoIcanputthemunderneath

theuniform.Theuniformfitsthoughit'stootight.

Thuto:Ok,you'llgoandbuynextweekwhenyou're

feelingmuchbetter

Ella:Yeah

Shewenttoherroomandresumedwritingher

notesthenherclassmatesentheramessage.

Her:Hi,it'sSummer.Heardyoudroppedoutright

afterme.Areyougoingbacktoschoolthisyear?

Ella:Yeah...I'mactuallygoingnextweek.Whydid

youdropout?Youjustdisappeared

Her: Teenagepregnancy,whataboutyou?

Ella:Same.Whichclassareyouin?

Her:Form5C



Ella:Ohgoshmetoo..atleastweknoweachother.

Theschoolwon'tbeboring.

Her:Yeah...(sentapictureofherboyfriendwith

theirsononhischest)Mylittlefamilynyana.

Ella:Wow,socute..Howdidyourparentstakeyour

pregnancy?

Her:Theywereangrywithme,mydadwaspissed.

Theydidn'tknowiwashavingsex.Myboyfriend's

familywasequallydisappointedinhim.Heisdoing

firstyearinUBbuttheyeventuallyaccepted.Now

they'refine.Whataboutyou?

Ella:(sentherson'spicture)That'shim,hisnameis

Chance,mydadnamedhim.

Her:Heissocute.Babydaddyoteng? Please

don'ttellmehedeniedthepregnancy.

Ella:Otengbuthehasn'tcomeoveryet,youknow

howeldersarewithtraditions.

SheclickedonfacebookandsearchedforHope

thenshesavedhispictureandsentitthrough



WhatsApp.

Ella:That'sthedad,hisnameisHope

Her:Wafosa! KeMotswanakanayougotthe

pictureonline?ThepictureistoocleanforAfrica.

Ella:(sentapictureofhimwearingaMaunt-shirt

holdingaglassofbeersittingonacampchair)Go

lomookemothowaMaun,heisfromtheroyal

family.

Her:Amme?Didn'tthesonwaKgosidieor

somethinglikethat...Iheardkgosidoesn'thavea

son

Ella:Actuallyhedoes...ChanceMoilwawas

supposedtobenextinthronethenhegotconvicted

ofmurderandsentencedtodeath.Heleftonechild

anditsHope...(sentapictureofHopesittingina

kgotlameetingwithhisgrandfatherandother

elders)That'shimthere..Heishasbeenshowing

upinthesetraditionalsetups.Maybehewantsto

takeoverfromhisgrandfather.



Her: OKnowI'msojealousmyqueen!Heiscute

autwa!Oskonogorewena.

Ella:Iknow,heisapharmacisttoo.OwnsChance

pharmacy,theonemysonisnamedafter.

Her:ShehthemmaI'msoproudofyou.Ican't

believeI'mfriendswiththequeen. Yourfamilyis

soperfect.Yoursonisrich!

Ella: Butdon'ttellanyone.Bothofourfamilies

wanttokeepitlowbecauseHopemightgetin

troublefordefilement.Wedon'tgooutinpublic

placesorposteachotheronsocialmediafor

privacyreasons.Royalfamilyshityouknow.

Privacymeanseverythingtothem.

Her:Itotallyunderstand.Nxawwww... Katswao

jamonatemma.

Her:Hopeisromantic,yesterdayhetookmeouton

adateatthedelta.Weflewthereandhewasall

overmetheentiretrip

Her: OhmyGod!Ellayou'reso

blessedthemmawena.Oluckymma...Ifihada



richbabydaddynkaiponagore!Ijoommawaitseo

tshelasentewena!

Ella:Thanks.Letmefinishmynotes

Her:Ok,chatlater.

Sheputherphonedownandlaughedbitingherpen,

thegirltriedtobragaboutherbabydaddybuther

comebackwasfire!HighfivetoselfElla!She

laughedonemoretimeandcarriedonwritingher

notes.

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthesalon...

Rainleanedoverthehugemirroronthewalllooking

atherselfandsmiled,nowshecouldn'twaittobe

homeandfinallyputonmakeup...Imean...Damn...

Shewasn'tthatbadafterall.

Shesmiledturningherheadsidetosideandtook

outthemoneyfromherpursepaying.

Rain:Thankyou..It'sbeautiful...

Hairdresser:Thankyou...

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedoutsidebefore

gettingintoabeautyspawhereOrefewasgetting

herfeetpampers,sheplacedherfeetoveratowel

asthebeauticianmassageherwithoil..Shelooked

upatRainandgaspedsmiling...



Orefe:Nowthat'swhatwecallbotsetsiglow!You

lookbeautiful..Omontegoremma

Rainlookedatherreactiononthemirrorand

smiled...

Rain:Don'texaggerate...I'mnotbeautiful

Thebeauticianturnedlookingatherfaceand

smiled...

Her:You'rebeautiful...

Orefe:Pleasetellher...Thisoneiscrazy,shethinks

awomanhastobelighterskinnedtobebeautiful.

Rain:Wowyourfeetarebeautiful,theylooksoft.

Orefe:Withthecombatbootsisometimeswear

honeyineedthisladymorethananything...Ilikeit



whenamankissesmyhandsandtoessoihaveto

keepthemsoft.

Rain:GatwekisstoesbathongRereobatagonjesa

lesweakere?

OrefesnortedlaughingoutloudasRainnoticedshe

actuallysaiditoutloudandlaughed.Theyboth

laughedasthebeauticianmissedthejokeand

handedhershoes..

Orefe:(laughed)Youreallyneedtostopthinking

thatdeep

Rain:(laughed)NowI'mherewonderinghowwild

thingsget...Ineedtostophangingwithyou.

Orefeputonherhighheelsandstrappedthemas

Rainstoodbywatchinghersofthandsandfeet.

Shegotupandpushedherhairbackbeforepaying...



Orefe:Thankyou

Her:Thankyou...

Theybothwalkedoutandheadedtotheparking

lot...

Orefe:IsHopetoostrictwithyou?

Rain:Whatdoyoumean?

Orefe:Youneverquestionhim

Rain:Ijustprefertowalkawayfromarguments,i

don'tlikeconfrontationbecauseihavebadanxiety...

IfI'vehadanargumentevenanuncomfortable

conversationwithsomeoneduringthedayitends

upbotheringmeatnight.Ikeepgoingover

conversationsandfindingeverythingwrongwith

everythingIsaid.I'dobsessoversomethingIsaid

andfeelembarrassedwonderingwhatthatperson

thinksofme.I'manoverthinker,eachconversation

I'vehadwithhimoranyoneiendupfeelinglikei

wouldhaveremainedpeacefulhadinotsaid



anythingatallbecausegagomonatetokeep

thinkingishouldhavesaidthisnotthatwhenyou

can'tchangeit.

Orefe:Oh...OK.

Orefe'sphonerang...

Orefe:It'smygrandmother,sheprobablywantsme

backhome.Jaanagatwekediegile

Rain:(laughed)Ok,bye

Orefeturnedandhuggedherwhenshedidn't

expectit,shehuggedherbackawkwardlyand

finallyrelaxedsmilingthenOrefesteppedback

takingouthercarkeysfromherhandbag...

Orefe:Bye

Rain:Bye



OrefedroveoffthenRaingotinhercarandsat

insideforaminute.Shetookadeepbreathand

startedthecarthenshedroveoff...

AtHope'soffice...

LateronHopewalkedbackintheofficeholdinga

halfbottleofwaterandsatdownrestinghiselbows

onthedesk.Hestaredintothespaceforamoment

anddialedDallas...

Dallas:Whatdoyouwant?

Hope:Ineedtotalktoyou,thereissomethingthat

bothersmeaboutmyfather.IthoughtI'dignoreit

andjusttrytomoveonbutican't.

Dallas:SowhatdoyouwantfrommeHope?

Hope:Ijustneededyouasmyuncleormyfather's

friend,butifthatrelationshipdoesn'texistbecause



bothofthepeoplelinkingusaredeadiunderstand.

Iwasn'tgoingtomentionanythingelseotherthan

myfather.ItoldyouI'llrespectyourorders

concerningyourdaughter.

Dallas:Findsomeoneelsetotalkto.

Hecutthecall,Hopeleanedbackbitinghislowerlip

thenhedialledhislawyer.

Him:Yeah?

Hope:Yeah,canisetupanappointmentwithyou?

Him:I'mactuallyinthebuildingnearby,iwasjust

seeinganotherclient.Canicometherekanait'snot

agoodtime?

Hope:Thatwouldbeexcellent.

Him:Great.

Hehungupandleanedback.Minuteslaterthe

lawyerwalkedin,hestoodupandtheyshookhands



beforesittingdown.

Him:Howareyou?

Hope:I'mgood...IexpecteverythingItellyoutobe

confidential

Him:Iamalawyer,youcantrustme.You'vetrusted

mewiththebusinessdocumentswhatchanged?

Hope:Ok...sowhenmyfatherdied,heleftalotof

thingsforme.SofarI'vebeengivenallhis

properties...iwasgettingamonthlyallowanceof

about1.5Kpermonthwhichigotuntiliwasdone

withschool.Iwassupposedtogetamillionright

aftergraduationbutididn'tgetthattothisday...

Hepulledthedrawerandhandedhimthe

paperwork...

Hope:Aftergettingthatmillion,thereisthe250K

thatI'msupposedtogetwhenIhavemyfirstchild,

thatmoneyaccordingtomyfather'swillandletters



belongstohisgrandchild/ren.IwantitsoIcan

buildrentalpropertiesforeachofmychildrenthat

wayicanfreelyriskinvestingwithoutthem

suffering.Hereismyproblem...Everytimeiraise

theissueofmymoney,thereissomethingblocking

meaccordingtomylatefather'slawyer.Hisexcuse

wasthatiwasondrugswhichwastrue.Ilostmy

waydownthelinebutI'mbackontracknowhe

keepstryingtomakemethinkmyfatherisalive.

I'vetriedtoignorethisforawhilebutidon'tthink

I'mgettingmymoney,ithinkhespentitandnowhe

wantstodelaymythinkingbymakingmebelieve

myfatherisalivebeingsomekindofasecretagent

orstayingatthestatehouse.HethinksI'mstupid

butmypatienceiswearingthinwiththisguy..He

hasmanagedtoplayDallas,that'smyuncle...Heis

oneofthesignatoriesineeded...Hesenthimona

wildgoosechasemalobathinkingmyfatherisalive

andithinkhewantstodothesamewithme.

Thelawyerreadafewparagraphsofthepaperwork.



Him:Ok,canyougivemeadaytogothroughthis

andgetbacktoyou?Ifyouhavefulfilledallthe

conditionsstatedinhiswillthenyou'reentitledto

yourmoney.I'llneedthebirthcertificatesofthe

childrenfortheirmoneyaswell.Accordingtothis

sectionallthechildrenwhowerebornatthetimeof

theclaimareentitledtothemoney.

Hope:I'llsendyoutheircertifiedcopiestomorrow.

Him:Ok

Hope:Thankyou...Butdoyouthinkit'spossiblefor

thecourttosentencesomeonetodeathand

announcetheirexecutionpubliclyliketheyhave

beendoingwitheverycondemnedwhilethe

prisonerisalive?Whatwouldbethepurposeofthat?

Him:Somecontroversialagenciesorpeoplein

powerlikepresidentstendtotrustthecondemned

thananyonebecausewhensomeoneissentenced

tolifeitbasicallymeanstheirlivesareoverandif

you'regivenasecondchanceyouenjoyitwhile

servingyourmasterlikebeingapersonalbody

guard.Personalbodyguardsandsecurityofficers



forhighclassmembersareneverknown...it'snot

necessarilytheguyyouseeonthepicturestanding

nexttothepresident.Theseguysdoamuchmore

complicatedguardingandwhileyou'reattendinga

meetingthey'rescoutingtheareacheckingand

observing,someevenguardthehomeslikethe

statehouseorthingslikethat.They'rethereason

it'shardtokillapresident.Nooneknowsthe

president'sclosebodyguardsbecauseitwillbe

easiertopaythemofftopoisonorshootthe

president.Suchbodyguardscannothavefamilies

becauseifanyonetakestheirchildtheycan

basicallygetthemtokillthepresidenthencemost

oftheirclosestbodyguardsaremenwhodon't

havefamiliesandcanneverhavefamilies.Ifthey

dotheyhardlygettimetospendwiththeirfamilies

becausetheytraveltheworldwiththepresident.If

andwhentheygettimetheyareusuallygivennew

identitiestolivehalfwayacrosstheworldfarfrom

themediawiththeirfamilies...(smiled)ButI'm

talkingaboutcomplicatedstateslikeAmericanot

AfricaanddefinitelynotBotswana.Ijustdon'tseeit

happeningherethoughiknowthatrecentlyour



countryhasmovedfrombeingAfrica'smost

peacefulcountrytooneofthefastgrowing

economiessoireallydon'tknow...Thisguycould

betellingthetruthorhecouldbetryingtodelayyou

andwastetimebecausehespentyourmoney.He

knowsyouwantyourfatherandhearingsomething

likethismightgetyourhopesup.Amillionistoo

muchtoignorethoughsowewillpursuethis.

Hope:Thanks...

Theystoodupandshookhandsthenhewalkedout.

Hopesatdownandtypedamessage....

Hope:Heybabe,I'mgoingtoneedacopyofthe

baby'sbirthcertificate.

HesentittoRainandFefethenhetypedamessage

forElla.

Hope:I'mmakingaclaiminmyfather'swill,thereis



asectionthatstatesthathisgrandchildgets83.3K.

Ineedhisbirthcertificate,iwantyoutobuya

propertyforhimoranythingthathecanfindwhen

heisolder.Iknowyou'reyoungEllabutwemadea

babyandatsomepointyouhavetothinkforhim

becauseyourparentscanonlygosofar.Ineed

proofthatthisboyisalsomychildsohecangethis

share.I'mgoingtosenduncleDallasamessage

aboutthistoobecauseineedbirthcertificatebutif

nothinghappensjustknowthatI'vetriedeverything

inmypowertobetherebutyouandyourfamily

keptmeawayandrejectedeverythingthat's

rightfullyhis.NicepictureontheDP,you're

beautiful.

Hesentthemessageandputdownthephone...

AtRain'sHouse...

MeanwhileRainfinishedbathingandjustlaidinthe

fulltubthinkingabouthowherdaywent,she



reachedoverforhercoldjuiceandfinishedit

leavingtheicecubesintheglassthensheleaned

backandsunkhershouldersunderneathwater...

About20minutespassedwhileshestayedinthere

withhereyesclosed,shefinallysteppedoutand

wrappedherselfwithatowelthenshewalkedout.

Sheputonhertummybeltandputonagown

beforesittingbythemirrortodohermakeup,she

dressedherbabyandtookpictureswithhimbefore

layingnexttohimfeedinghim.Shewentthrough

herpictureandlookedatherself,everypicturewith

herdidn'tlooklikesheexpectedsoshedeletedall

herpicturesandleftthebaby'spicture.Sheclicked

onHope'smessage.

Rain:Heybabe,I'llgiveittoyoutomorrowafter

gettingitcertified.

Hope:Sendyourpictureswiththebaby,imissyou.



Rain:(sentthebaby'spictures)Imissyoutoo.

Hope:Canicallyoulatertonight?Oryourmomis

stillsharingaroomwithyou?

Rain:Shewentbacktoherfamilythismorningso

it'sjustme,thebabyandthenanny.

Hope:Cool,wewilltalklater.

Rain:Ok

Therewasaknockatthemaindoorthensheputa

dummyonthebaby'smouthandwalkedout,her

eyeslitupasshesmiledatherfather.Helaughed

andhuggedher..

Him:Youlooksobeautiful!Whereismy

granddaughter...

Rain:(laughed)I'llbringher

Hehandedherashoppingbagthenshelooked

insideandtookoutanicelongdressandapairof



highheels...

Rain:(smiledemotionally)Uhpapa!Thankyou.

Him:Ihopeyoulikeit

Rain:Iloveit..

Him:(satdown)Sohowareyou?

Rainstoppedsmilingandsatdown...

Rain:Hopehasaanotherfamily...

Mikefrownedandlookedather...

Him:Whatdoyoumean?

Rain:Andhewantstokeepbothofus...(she

noticedthechangeinhisfacialexpression)He

didn'tforceme...Iwanttodoitbecauseilovehim

andIprefertoknowwhereheisifheisnotwithme.



Him:Whathasgottenintoyou?Rainyou'vebeen

withthisboysinceyouwerechildren,ifhestillfinds

theneedtogetanotherwomanthenhedoesn'tlove

youenough.Familyrebuakaeng?Agirlfriend?

Rain:Andadaughter,shewasbornonthesame

dayasmineandtheladyisnice.Wehavetalked

aboutitandweagreedonit.

Him:Itwon'twork,trustme...It'sonethingtolovea

womanandnotwanttoloseheranditsanotherto

tellawomanyouwanttohavetwo...Itdoesn'ttake

courageforamantodothatittakeshimbeing

readytoloseyouandbeingokwiththepossibility

ofyouwalkingaway.

Rain:Don'tjudgemebecauseyoudon'tunderstand

whatI'mfeelinginside.

Tearsfilledhereyes,herfatherlookedatherashis

heartshuttered.Tearsfilledhiseyestooashe

swallowedandshookhishead...



Rain:I'llbefine.ItrustHope,hewon'thurtme

anymorethanhedid.Heknowshehashurtmeand

heisworkingonit.Wearehappy.

Him:Areyouhappy?

Rain:Iwasn'thappyinthemorningbutaftertalking

tohim,heconvincedmeandIspenttimewithher,

wewenttothesaloonandforthefirsttimeinthree

weeksifeltgood.

Him:Ok...Bringthebaby...

Shestoodupandcamebackwiththebabythen

shebentoverhandinghertohim,Mikesmiledand

touchedthebaby'stinyhand..

AtDallasHouse...

LaterthateveningEllawatchedamovielayingon

herbedwiththebabybyherside,shewatcheda

steamyscenebetweenacoupleastheykissed

intenseandgotinbed,themangotontopand



gentlyremovedhiswoman'spantiesthenhekissed

herandgotbetweenherlegs.

Ella'sheartpoundedasshewatched,herpanties

gotwetasshewatchedthecoupleandshecould

onlyimaginehowitmusthavefelt.Sheforwarded

thescenebutitleftherinthatstate...Shepressed

herlegstogetherandtightenedherpussymuscles

thenshegotupandheadedtothekitchenfora

glassofwater.Shestoppedatthedoorwhereher

parentsweretalking...

Thuto:Hopecangotohellwiththatmoney.Money

willnotfixthis..

Dallas:Butatsomepointthisboyisgoingtoneed

him,wewon'tliveforever.

Thuto:Thisislikeachildconceivedoutofrape.

WhathedidtoEllaisunforgivable,heruinedherlife

andnevergotpunishedforit.Theleasthecandois

tokeephisdistance.Heknowsheisnotonthebirth

certificateandifheistoincludethebabyhemust



beonthebirthcertificate.Theremightnotbeany

moneyanyways.

Dallas:Igetyourpoint..

Ellawalkedinandtheykeptquietashedrunkwater

standingnexttothefridge,sheputtheglassdown

andlookedathermother...shewantedtosay

somethingbutthethoughtofbeingkickedout,

droppingoutofschoolandstrugglingwithababy

heldherback.Sheturnedaroundandwalkedout.

That83Kcouldactuallybuyhersonahomeand

maybeonedaywhenwhensheisoldenoughshe

couldmoveoutandbeindependentbecausethis

wasbeginningtofeellikeprison.

Shewalkedinherparentsbedroomandsearched

throughthefamilyfilesthenshefoundthebaby's

birthcertificateandwalkedoutwithit.Shesaton

thebedandtookapictureofitthenshesentHope.



Ella:Istolethebaby'scertificatebutthedetailsof

thefatherhaven'tbeenincluded.Theytoldmenot

tosayyournameatthehospital.

Hope:Wecanfixthat,doyouhaveyourIDwithyou?

Ella:It'sinmymom'spurse.

Hope:Takeittoo,whenyoufindtimetomorrowor

anytimeduringtheweekcomeseeme.Wedon't

needthem,itjusttakesbothparents.

Ella:Ok.LetmegostealtheID.

Hope: Don'tgetcaught

Ella: Ok.

Hope:Whenthebabyisgrownomoutsweketego

mmmonaautwa?{sneakoutwithhimsoican

meethim}

Ella:Eeketagomotisetsa.{Yeah,iwill}.Hisname

isChance.Sorryicouldn'tusethenamesyou

wanted.

Hope:Chanceisgoodtoo.Gapeiwilladdtheother

nameoncewe'vefixedthebirthcertificate.



Ella:Ok,chatlater.

Sheputherphonedownandinnocentlywalkedout

whileherparentschattedinthekitchen.

AtHope'sHouse....

OnthesameeveningHopebrushedhisteethand

pausedasthegatebuzzed.Herinsedhismouth

andwalkedoutwipinghimselfwithatowel,he

stoppedbythesecurityscreenlookingatthe

camerashowingthgate...itwasRain'sfather.He

pressedthebuttonopeningthegatethenhedrove

in.

Hopequicklypickedhisclothesfromthecouchand

puthisshoesasidebeforeputtingonaTshirt.He

tookadeepbreathcountingtothreethenhe

openedthedoor,Mikewalkedinthenheclosedthe

door.



Hope:Canigetyouadrink?It'sjustjuicethough...I

won'tbedrinkingforawhile.

Mike:No,thankyou.Sitdown...

MikesatdownandleanedbackasHopetooka

deepbreathandsatdown...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...



Mike:Howareyoudoing?

Hope:I'mfine..

Mike:Ilovemydaughter,doyouknowthat?

Hope:Iknow,ilovehertoo.

Mike:Youdon'tloveher...Iknowthatyousaidyou'll

marryherinfrontofmeandyourfamilymembers

buttrustme...Ifyoulefthernowyouwon'thear

fromme.Rainisnotaconfrontationalperson...

Thishasaffectedherselfesteem...I'veworkedvery

hardwheniwasraisinghertryingtogethertosee

whosheisandifyoumistreatherlikethisyou'll

makeherdoubtherselfevenmore.Iknowthatit

canbehardtobehaveproperlywhenyou'reloved...

Keaitsegorehamothoyomongweagoratamore

thanthewayomoratangkatengyouendup

thinkingyoucangetawaywithanything.NowI'm

talkingtoyoufromonefathertoanother...Onale

banaHopeakere?

Hope:Eerra..



Mike:Doyouloveyourdaughters?

Hope:Ido

Mike:Wouldyoubeexcitedifamantoldthemheis

datingthemboth?

Hope:No

Mike:Whynot?Whywouldn'tyouwantyour

daughterssharingaman?

Hope:BecauseI'dfeellikeheisprobablyusingthe

onehefirstcheatedon.I'dfeelhedoesn'tloveherif

hecanshareabedwithanotherwomanandlether

knowaboutit...Iknowhowthislookstoyouorto

anyoneelsebutitrulyloveRainandI'mgoingto

protecther.Iknowthekindofapersonsheis,i

knowbothofmywomenverywell.

Mike:I'vealwayslikedyou,buttodayI'mvery

disappointed.Iamhurt...Ificouldiwouldcry

becausemyheartisshuttered.

Hope:IthinkyoushouldtrustmeandtrustRain,i

won'tbeangrywithherifsheleavesmotselengase

satisfied...Iamdoingthisbecauseidon'twantto



cheatonher.That'swhyI'mbeinghonestaboutmy

feelings...SheisfinewithitsoIthinkyoushould

giveusachancebeforeconcluding.Ipromiseyou

I'mnotdoingthisbecauseidon'tloveher,iam

doingthisbecauseI'mthetypethatcanlovetwo

womenanddoitright.Iknowtherearethoseguys

whostartfightingandmistreatingthemainwoman

whenthey'restillatahoneymoonphaseinanew

relationshipbutthat'snotme.Askher...Shenever

suspectedanythinguntilshemetthiswoman.

Mike:You'recruel,rudeandarrogant...Whatmakes

youthinktwowomencanpeacefullyshareaman?

Hope:Don'tworryaboutRere...Shewon'tleave

yourgranddaughtertodieinthecaroutofjealousy.

Mikelookeddownandtookadeepbreath...

Mike:Yourfatheranditalkedaboutthat.Hedied

knowingididn'tintentionallykillyourbrother.Iwas

preoccupiedandiforgotCjinthecar



Hope:That'snotwhatiheard...Myfatherbegged

youtolethimattendCJbutyouweresoconcerned

aboutsendinghimtojailsoyoucanhavehisbaby

mama.Anywaysthat'snotmypoint..Mypointisi

knowthatyouplayedmyfatherdirty,nobodyis

goingtodothesametoyourdaughter.Irespect

youasanadultandI'llneverallowmyselftobeina

situationwhereihavetotalkbackatyoubecausei

respectyou.Iloveyourdaughterandshelovesme,

webothhaveanagreementthatworksforus...It

wouldbegoodifyoucouldatleastgivethisa

chance,ifit'snotworkingorifI'mmistreatingher

thenwecantalk.Atthispointyou'rejustassuming

itwon'twork.

Mike:Ijustwantedtotalktoyousothatifthereis

anysympathyorrespectinyouyouunderstandthat

Rainlovesyou,sheisnotstupidshejustlovesyou

andlovelikethatcomesonceinalifetime.

HestoodupandwalkedtowardsthedoorasHope

followedhim...



Hope:Thankyouforcoming,youhavenothingto

worryabout.

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff,Hopewalkedbackin

thehouseandpressedthegatebutton.

Hegrabbedhisphonebythetableandvideocalled

Rereashewalkedinthebedroom..

Shepickedthecalllayingnexttothebabythenshe

positionedtheringlightinfrontofherasthe

camerashowedaclearpictureofher.

Hopesmiledlookingatherashelaidonhisback.It

washersmileandhereyes...Eventhewayshe

blushedlookingathim.

Hope:Mathoagagoantshwarisanopa..



Rere:(laughed)Sorry..

Hope:Whenamispendinganightwithyou?

Rere:No,it'stooearly

Hope:6weekscheckupyareng?

Rere:It'ssaysI'mOKbutmymuscleshaven'tfully

recovered.Bepatient..

Hope:Patientforhowlongbabe?

Rere:TryRain,maybeshedoesn'tmind...Nnayame

wagoejaafter4months...Ineedtoexercisemy

musclesandtightenedthem.6weeksmeansthe

cutshavehealedbutmuscleshaven'trecovered.

TryRain...

Hope:Tossingmearound,Ok...Nnakebuakakuku

yagagoakeregoloha?

Rere:(laughed)Hopeevenifyouputonalongsad

faceyou'renottappingthispussy,I'mstillgettingit

readyforyou...NopayabotsetsiebogalebutI'm

goingtocontrolmyself,haobonannekedumela

gosheeraiwantedbenefitslikethis.NnarraI'm

stillrecovering.



Hope:I'msad...

Rere:Soka...(theylaughed)I'drathergiveyoua

blowjob...Nnyaaeoyes.

Hope:Ok,canyoucheckonmethisweekend?

Rere:WenaotsilegonthaamanyaleRain.Weare

yettodiscusshowthisthingisgoingtooperate

kana...Rainisverysensitiveidon'twanttosideline

herorgiveherareasontodoubtme.

Hope:Soyoucan'tcheckmekaweekendhela

becauseRaingaaitse?

Rere:Hopekanteobatagorekereng?Didn'tyou

sayyoucanhandlethis,whydon'tyouallowusto

discussitandcometoanagreement?

Hope:Soloobualengee?

Rere:Wewilltellyou,don'tputmeunderpressure.

You'reactingungratefulrightnowtryingtofuckme

behindherbackbecauseyoucan'tbepatientfora

fewdays.Imhangingup

Hope:I'msorry..Wait...(calmly)Babe?I'msorryok?

Rere:Ok..NnatotaIwon'tbegivingyousexfor4



monthsbutI'mfinewithRaingivingittoyou.She

cancomeoverthisweekendifshewants...Wewill

discussthearrangementlegorehowdoweoperate

tomorrowmorning.

Hope:OK..

Rere:(smiled)IphejonjikaVaseline.

Theycrackedlaughingoutloud..

Hope:(laughed)Mxmyouenjoytorturingme.

Goodnight

Rere:(laughed)Goodnightbabe

Hope:Bye...Wait,letmeseetheprincess..

Shemovedthecamerashowingthebabyasshe

suckledhermother'snipple.Shesmiledandwaved

ashesmiled..



Hope:Cheers

Rere:Bye

HehungupanddialledRainonavideocall...

Rain:Hello?

Hope:Heybabe

Rain:Hi

Hope:Caniseeyouthisweekend?

Rain:Thatremindsme,wehaven'tdiscussedhow

thisthingworks.Idon'twantRerethinkingI'm

actingshady.

Hope:ItoldherIwantyoutovisitandsheisOK

withit...Youtoocangoonanddiscussbutsheis

OKwiththeweekend

Rain:Ok..

Hope:Check-upyareoshapodownthereakere?I

missyou



Rain:Yeah,butiwouldn'tfeelcomfortable,it'stoo

soon.

Hope:It'snot...I'llbegentle...Let'snotdiscussit

andspoilit..Gomonategolespontaneous..

Rain:Ok..

Hope:Isthebabysleeping?

Rain:Yeah...

Hope:Rain?

Rain:Yeah?

Hope:Iloveyou...

Rain:Iloveyoutoo..

Hope:Wewillbefine...Ittakesadjustmentandabit

oftime..

Rain:(smiled)OK..

Hope:Goodnight..

Rain:Goodnight..

Hehungupandswitchedoffthelightsthenhelaid



down...

AtDallasHouse...

ThenextmorningEllasteppedoutofthebathroom

andwalkedinherroomwhereshepreparedherself

andputthebaby'scertificatewithherIDinher

backpack...

Sheknockedonhermother'sdoor,sheresponded

thenEllawalkedinasshewaschangingthebaby's

diaper.

Ella:I'mgoingtogivemyclassmateherbook,I'm

donewritingnotes.

Thuto:Ok,don'tbelong.Youhaven'thealedsoyou

shouldn'tstrainyourselfwithlongwalks.Doyou

havecoins?

Ella:Yes...Ihavecoins..



Thuto:Ok,bye

Ella:LetmepickherbeforeIgo...

Thuto:Heissleeping..I'mjustchanginghisdiaper.

You'llseehimwhenyougetback.

Ella:Ok.

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor...

Atthepharmacy...

LaterthatmorningEllawalkedinthepharmacyand

smiledatthecashier..

Ella:Hi...IsMrMoilwain?

Cashier:Yes,doyouhaveanappointment?

Ella:Yes,heisexpectingme.

Cashier:Ok,youcangoin..



Sheturnedtothesideheadingtotheofficesand

knockedonhisofficethenshewalkedinwhilehe

wastalkingtothephone.Shepulledthechairand

satdownsmilingashesmiledandwinkedather

stilltalkingtothephone.Shenoticedbirth

certificatesonthetableandpickedthem.Sheread

thedateoftheirbirthsandlaughedcoveringher

mouth,Hopesmiledembarrassedandsnatched

themfromherstilltalkingtothephoneasshe

laughed.

Hefinishedhisphonecallandhungupthenhe

lookedatherandsmiled,shesmiledbackand

shruggedhershouldersnotsurehowtorespond.

Hope:Hey

Ella:Hi...ibroughtthebaby'scertificate,iwantusto

putyournamessoyoucangiveChancehisshare.I

wentthroughFacebookandsawacoupleofplots

beingsold..Ithinkweshouldgetthatforhim



becauseidon'twantthemoney.IfihavemoneyI'll

betemptedtoshopandmaybemyparentswillfind

outigotit.WhenMamafindsoutI'mgivingyou

accesstothebabyshemightkickmeout,weare

notthatclosesoChanceandimightneedaplace

tostayifigetcaughtlettingyouseethebaby.

Hope:Wow...Andithoughtyou'reababy.

Ella:Igrewupwithoutparentssoidon'twantthat

formyson.Thereisnouseformetobeangryand

makedecisionsoutofangeronlyforthemtoaffect

him.Goalyamekegorengwanakeanneclosele

rragweandhisfamilybecausennaidon'thavea

familysoyourfamilyistheonlyfamilyChancehas.

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthemall...

LaterthatafternoonHopeandEllawalkedoutof

ChickenLickenpassingbythefillingstationasa

carpulledoverbehindthem,Hopeputhisarm

aroundherwaistputtingheronthesafersideashe

andthedrivergreetedoneanotherwiththumbs.

Theyapproachedtheparkinglotwhereheopened

thedoorforherandwenttohisside,theygotinthe

carthenhereversedasshebeguneating...

Ella:So...Howdidyoumanagetomakebabieswho

werebornonthesameday?

Hope:(smiledobservingthetrafficonthemirroras

hedrove)Askmeanythingexceptthat..



Ella:(laughed)Areyouembarrassed?Isthatwhy

youneverpostanythingaboutyourlovelifeon

socialmedia?

Hope:Idon'tthinkcoupleswhopostoneanotheron

socialmediaareashappyastheywanttheworldto

think.

Ella:Postinghasnothingtodowiththat,whenyou

postyourchildforexampleoryourmother,you're

notsayingthatchildnevermakesmistakesorthat

youandyourmotherneverargue.Agirlfriendisthe

same..Iamgoingtopostyoursononsocialmedia

whenheisgrown.

Hope:Idon'tmindthat..Mychildren'smother'sdo

post..Welloneofthem.Theotheronehardlyposts

picturesbutsheisactiveonsocialmedia...idon't

haveaproblemwiththemotherofmychildposting

ourkidorevenpostingmebutonmyaccounti

won'tsayanythingaboutmylovelifeuntilthedayi

getmarried.Gakebatedrama.

Ella:Whoareyougoingtomarrybetweenthem?

Hope:(smiled)Stopit



Ella:(laughed)Bua

Hope:I'mgoingtomarrythembothbutnotany

timesoon.Idon'twanttorushintosomethingand

endupregretting...Iwantthemtotrythis

arrangementforawhilebeforewecangetmarried.

Ifeellikeourcontractwouldbeverycomplicatedso

itneedstobedoneallofusrelesure.

Ella:Whoisyourfavouritebetweenthem?

Hope:(laughed)Idon'thaveafavourite,kantehow

didweenduptalkingaboutthis?Whataboutyou?

Boyfriend?

Ella:Noboyfriend.LetmeshowyouthatI'msmart

andishouldstudypsychology.Tellmewhatkindof

sexyoulike...Pleasebehonest,iwon'tjudgeyou.

Hope:(laughedthoughtfully)Ok...I'dsaywildsex

doesitforme...butitgoesdeeper,example...Ihave

footfetish...Iloveanythingfromawoman'stoes,

herlegs,seeingwomeninhighheels,pedicurenails,

seeingawoman'sfeetwiththatanklebracelet,toe

ring...Ialsohaveaunderwearfetish...Pantiestobe

specific...Ienjoyseeingawomaninbeautifuland



allkindsofpanties,g-strings,ienjoyseeinga

womantakethemoffslowlyorputthemon,ilike

holdingthem,ilikefeelingthemandilikesniffing

them..

Ellafrownedsmiling...

Ella:That'squitealotofinfo...

Hope:(laughed)ShouldIgoon?

Ella:Doyouknowwhyiaskedyou?.

Hope:Tellme..

Ellatookoutherphoneandtypedthenamesofthe

babymom'sassherememberedfromthebirth

certificates.ShelandedonRain'saccountandwent

throughherpicturesthenshewentthroughOrefe's

account.Sheturnedherphonewhilehewasdriving

andshowedhimapictureofoneofhisbaby's

mothers...



Ella:Thisbabymamarightheredoesitforyou...I

cantellsheistheoneyoulikethemost.Iseeherin

yourfetishism.

Hope:You'rewrong..Ilovethembothandtheyare

different...(sighed)Let'schangethetopic...Idon't

wanttodiscussthemwithanyoneincludingyou.

Ella:Irespectthat.

Hope:Good...Finishyourfood.You'reaboutto

arrive..

Sheleanedoverandcarriedoneatingashedrovea

fewhomesawayfromhomeandpulledover,they

lookedatoneanotherandsmiled...

Hope:Youknow....Ithoughtyou'llforeverhateme...

Istillcan'tbelieveyoudidthisformeandourbaby.

Youmademyday.Thankyou

Ella:Anytime..



Theyleanedoverhuggingandleanedback,Ella

grabbedherbagandsteppedoutthensheclosed

thedoorashewatchedhersmiling.

Hope:Bye

Ella:Bye

Shewalkedawaythenhedroveoff....

AtRain'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonRainsatonthebedfeedingthe

babyasshedialledHope...

Hope:Hello?

Rain:Shouldicomewiththebaby?

Hope:No,wewillpickherupintheevening.She



shouldbeOKforacoupleofhours.

Rain:Ok,I'llpumpmilkforher...Butidon'twantto

taketoolongawayfromher.Sheisstillveryyoung.

Hope:Iknowbabe...Keaitse.Areyoucoming?

Rain:Yes,I'llbethereinanhourortwo.

Hope:OK,bye

Shehungupandlookedatherdaughterasleepwith

hertitinhermouth.Shegentlylaidthebabydown

thenshegrabbedthebreastpumpandpumped

milkforherasthenannywalkedin...

Rain:Herfatherandiwillpickherupintheevening,

I'llcallyoutogetherreadyjustbeforewecome.

Nanny:Ok...(smiled)Youlookbeautifultoday..

Rain:(shyly)Thankyou..

Thenannypickedthebabyandlaidherinthebaby



cotthensheunlockedthewheelsonhercotand

pulledherout.

MinuteslaterRainfixedherhairandmakeupthen

sheputonherbellybeltandbestdressbefore

lookingatherselfonthemirror...

Shepickedherbagandcarkeysthenshewalked

out...

AtHope'sHouse....

Rainstoppedatthegateandpagedhim,thegate

slowlyopenedthenshedrovein,thegaragedoor

slidopenthenshedroveinsidethegarageandtook

adeepbreathasitclosedbehindher.

ShesteppedoutofthecarasHopestoodatthe

doorinhisshortsandvest,hewalkedoverand



huggedher,hesmelledgoodandforamomentshe

forgotabouteveryoneandjustenjoyedbeinginhis

arms.Hepulledupherchinandkissedherthenhe

pickedherupandputheronthebonnetofhiscar.

Hope:(whispered)Imissedyou...

Rain:Imissedyoutoo...

Heslidherdownandledhertothebedroomwhere

heclosedthedoorandturnedtoherlipskissingher.

Hishandsrubbedherhandsthenshefelthishands

unzippingherdressanditfelltoherfeetleavingher

withabra,thebeltandherpanties...Hereached

behindhertoremovedthebeltbutshegrabbedhis

hands...Shedidn'twanthimseeingtheruined

stomach...Knowingmenitwouldscarehimoffifit

didn'tturnhimoff...

Rain:Don'ttakeitoff..



Helookedinhereyesandjusttookitdown,her

bellydroppedwithitsstretchmarksandshelooked

downembarrassed,shelookedinhiseyesandhis

shockwasheartbreaking.Sheputherhandoverher

stomachandtearfullylookedaway..Hegotonhis

kneesandmovedherhandawaythenhekissedher

stomach,shefrownedtearfullyholdinghishead

withbothhandsthenhestooduptoherlipskissing

her.

Hope:(whispering)Istillloveyou...

Hedroppedheronthebedandgotontopofher

kissingherthenheleanedbackandpulledouthis

vest,hegentlypulledoutherpantiesandleaned

overlickingandsuckingherbean,hekissedher

neckandpresseddownthewaistbandofhisshorts

droppinghisinheritanceonherpubicarea...



Rain:(whispered)Putonacondom!

Sheknewhewasn'tgoingtolistenbutitwasworth

atry.Hedidn'tevenacknowledgethatwhisper

insteadhekissedherhiswholebodyhungryfor

hers.Herheartpoundedasherubbedthe

mushroomheadoverhersensitivefleshupand

down,thethoughtofherpreviouslystitchedup

perineumtearingagaingotherswallowing...

Rain:(whisperedshaking)Becarefulplease...

Hekissedherpantingandplacedtheheadoverher

fleshthenheburiedhimselfand#Removed...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...

Annoyedshekickedcryingoutloudashespedup,

hiscůmrushedthroughhispipeashegruntedat

thepleasureandpumpedtwiceinsideher,atthis

momenthegotweakermoaningandshefinally

managedtoslipherhandoutandpushedhimoff

thebedwhilehisdpumpedoutmoreDNA...

Helandedonthefloorandsatupwatchinghis

mushroomheadlayingonthetilepumpingout

more,hestrokeditandshookitthenhestoodup

andputonhissweatpants...

StillconfusedhewatchedRainturnaroundgiving



himherbackassheputonherbellybelt,hehidher

g-stringunderthepillowassheturnedaround

lookingforit..

Hope:Dididosomethingwrong?

Shetearfullylookedathimandshookherheadthen

shepickedherdressandputitonashesatonthe

edgeofthebedlookingather.

Hope:Pleasetalktomeifkedirilephoso

somewhereineedtoknow.

Shepickedhercarkeysandgrabbedthedoor

handle,Hopepushedthedoorshutandgrabbedher

handasshepushedhimback.

Rain:Don'ttouchme,iwanttogo.You'reungrateful.

Hope:Whatdidido?



Rain:Whydidyouclosemylegs?Whatareyou

tryingtosay?

Hope:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Theclosedthigh

position?

Rain:Whydidyoudothat?AreyoutryingtosayI'm

loosetotheextentofclosingmylegstogetagrip?I

didn'tknowyou'dfeelthatwayaboutme..

Hope:Areyouinsane?Sincewhendoesaclosed

Missionarypositionmeansomeoneisloose?

Rain:Youhaveneverdonethatbefore

Hope:SoIshouldn'tintroducenewpositions

becauseyouhavefilledyourheadwithnegative

thoughts?Thatisasexpositionanditactually

stimulatesawomanmore...

Rain:Youknowyou'relying

Hope:AbouttheexistedofclosedMissionary?I'm

tiredofyoucontrollingthisrelationship...It's

alwaysaboutwhatyouwantandwhatyou're

comfortablewith.Justgo...



Heopenedthedoorforherandstoodasidethen

shewalkedout,heturnedaroundandsighed

rubbinghisheadthenshewalkedbackandturned

himaround..

Rain:(tearfully)Icontrolthisrelationship?Doyou

evenunderstandthemeaningofcontrol?Hopewho

cheatedonwho?Haveievercheatedonyousince

westarteddating?(hekeptquiet)Whohaschanged

betweenmeandyou?Becausethelasttimei

checkedweweresupposedtohave2children,a

boyandagirl,liveinabighouseandattendfamily

fundaysaroundthecountry.Weweresupposedto

buyacaravanandcustomiseitintoacomfortable

homeforourcrosscountrytrips...Younevertold

meyou'dturnintodrugs,iwaspatientwithyou

thinkingyou'dchangeinsteadyougotanother

womanpregnant,(rubbedhertears)Thenyoutell

methatit'seitheriacceptherorleave,youtellme

allthesewhenI'veonlydeliveredyourchild3weeks

ago.Whoiscontrollingthisrelationship?Tellme...

Amisupposedtofeelsorryforyoujustbecause



youdidn'tcuminsideme?

Hopelookedinhertearfuleyesandtriedtoholdher

handbutsheangrilyslappedhishandsandpushed

hischestashestaggeredback.

Rain:WhoiscontrollingthisrelationshipHope?I

cameheretopleaseyou!Andthenyouinsultme

likethat...You'reungratefulandiregrethavinga

childwithyou.Iregretevermeetingyouorgiving

youmyfoodwhenyouwerestarvingstayingwith

yourauntrightafteryourfatherwasjailed.I

shouldn'thavesharedmyfoodwithyoubecauseit

wasthefoodyoulikednotme...Ifyoukeeppushing

meiwillcutyourdickinyoursleepandfeeditto

thedogs.Don'tplaywithmylovelikethat...

Hestaredatherwithoutawordasshebreathed

heavilyangrilywaitingforhimtosaysomething.



Rain:Mxm!

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedout...

Rain:BulagaragelegateI'mgoing!

Hepickedhisvestonthefloorandputitonthenhe

walkedtothesystemandpressedthegaragedoor

andthegate,hestoodthereandwatchedheronthe

surveillancecameraasshegotinthecarandput

herhandsoverherfacecrying,tearsfilledhiseyes

andhisthroatdried...Clearlyshecouldn'tbe

convincedotherwiseaboutclosedmissionary.She

finallystartedthecarandreversed..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedtothegarageasshe

droveout,hesobadlywantedtogethertocome

back,forsomereasonithurttwiceasdeepwhena

loverwalkedawaywhenthingsarebadandthis

wasn'thowheplannedtheevening.Hewatchedher



turnthetyresaroundbuthestillwasn'tsurewhatto

saytogetheroutofthecar,wordschokedhimas

hestoodtherelookingatherthenshedroveoff.He

turnedbacktothehouseandsatonthebedtexting

her...

Hope:I'msorrythatyouthinkclosedMissionary

hasanythingtodowithyou.Iknowihaven'tbeen

thebestboyfriendbutipromiseyouidon'tsee

anythingwrongwithyourbodyneitherdidifeel

anythingloose.Imissedhavingsexsobadiwanted

todoseveralthingswehaveneverdonebefore.

PleaseGoogleclosedMissionaryandlookatthe

pictures...It'sapositionjustlikeanyotherposition.

Hesentthemessagebutitwasn'tdelivered,it

seemedshehadblockedhim.Hesighedandput

downthephone.

AtRain'sHouse...



Rainwalkedinthehouseandclosedthedoorthen

shetookoffherheelsandwalkedacross

barefooted.Sheknockedonthenanny'sroomand

therewasnoresponsethenshegentlyopenedthe

doorandfoundherlyingasleeponthebedwiththe

babybesidesher..

Rain:Hi....

Thenannyopenedhereyesandsatuprubbingher

eyes.

Nanny:Mmweeididn'thearmyphonering,I'lldress

herup

Rain:Ididn'tcall...Wearenotgoing.I'mjusttaking

hertogosleepwithher.

Nanny:Ohok...



Shepickedthebabyandwalkedoutthenthenanny

followedherwiththebaby'sthingsandthecot.

Rainlaidheronthebedandputhershoesinthe

wardrobewhilethenannytookthebaby-bottle..

Nanny:I'mgoingtoSpillthismilkandwashthe

bottleakereotsileotaaamusa.

Rain:Yes,thanksthemma.I'msorryforwakingyou.

Nanny:It'sok,iunderstand.

Rain:Youcantaketheweekendoff

Nanny:Iwasn'tkiddingwhenIsaidiwashomeless

beforeyouhiredme.Mymotherlikesherworking

financiallystablechildrennnanekelelekgobala

molwapeng.Iworkedhardtoimpressherbutshe

neverhadanythinggoodtosayaboutme...before

youhiredmeshewasonmycaseaboutgettingout

ofherhousesoshecouldputatenantsinceiwas

uselessnotgivinghermoneylikeotherchildren.I

don'ttakeyouasmybossbecauseyoudon'ttreat



melikemypreviousbosses,ifeellikeI'minmybig

sistershouse.Stopworryingaboutwakingmeasif

youdoiteveryday.Ihardlydoanythingaround

herebutyoupaymealotofmoney.

Rain:Ok.Goodnight..

ShewalkedoutthenRaintookoffherdressandgot

inthebathroomforashower.Minuteslatershe

walkedoutinatowelandsatonthebedasher

phonerang...

Rain:Hello?

Rere:Hi,howareyou?

Rain:I'mfine.

Rere:Hopeareomoblokile?

Rain:Idon'twanttotalktoHope.

Rere:Why?

Rain:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit.



Rere:Ok.Irespectthat.Arewestillmeeting

tomorrowtotalkaboutthearrangement?

Rain:Kethakathakanyegonejaanasoithink

maybeafterafewdaysyouandicanmeetbutI

won'tbeseeingHopeforawhile,idon'tknowfor

howlongsoyoucanbefreetoseehimanytime

becausehimandiwon'tbetalkingeither.

Rere:Gawanngalelaakere?

Rain:Nowenaresiame.

Rere:Ok,goodnight.

Rain:Goodnight

Shehungupandlaiddown...

AtHope'sHouse...

ThenextmorningHopegotinthecaranddroveout

tryingRain'snumber,hestillcouldn'tgetthrough.

Heputthephonedownanddroveoutashisphone



rang,itwashislawyer...

Hope:Hello?

Him:Goodmorning,I'vejustfiledourpapers.I'llcall

youwhentheygetbacktome.

Hope:Thankyou.

Him:Sure.

Hehungupanddroveoff,hetriednottothinkabout

Rainbuthecouldn'tcontrolthethought,hehad

everythingundercontroluntilhetriedtogetsextoo

early...Hestillcouldn'tunderstandwhatwaswrong

withhimdoinganewpositionwithherbutitwasa

biglesson.He'dnevertryanythingnewwithher...It

wasn'tworthlosingherorthissetup.Hesighed

stoppingatthetrafficlights,howhewishedtohave

someonetotalkto....DefinitelynotHakeemthough.

Hegotthegreenlightanddrovethrough...

AtDallas'house....



LaterthatmorningEllaknockedonhermother's

door,herfathersteppedoutinasuit.

Dallas:Morning

Ella:Morning..areyougoingtowork?

Dallas:Yeah,shap

Heleftthenshewalkedinashermotherfedthe

babywiththebottle..

Ella:Morning..

Thuto:Hi...

Ella:Aren'tyougoingbacktowork?

Thuto:IthinkI'llbeworkingfromhomeforafew

weekssincethebabyistooyoung.

Ella:Themaidcanhelp

Thuto:It'sok,idon'tmind...Ijustdon'ttrustbo



maidaroundatinybabywhocan'tspeak.Areyou

readyforschoolnextweek?

Ella:Yes,iboughtsocksyesterday.Letmegetthe

baby..

Thuto:Heissleepinggapesantsealemonnyeota

modiga.Throwthisdiaperaway...

Ellagotthedirtydiaperandwalkedout,sheclicked

onherphoneandlookedhermother'spicturesof

herselfwithbabyChance.Ithadbeendayssince

sheliftedherbabythoughtheystayedinthesame

house,butthenshecouldn'tcomplainaboutthe

helpshewasgettingandrisknotgettinghelpatall.

Ifhermotherstoppedpayingthemaid,herschool

feesorevenkickedheroutifitescalatedintoan

argumentshe'dbetheonehomeless...

Shewentbacktoherroomandlaiddownpressing

herphone.



THREEMONTHSLATER....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'soffice...

Rainswitchedoffthecomputerandstoodup

pickingherphoneandcarkeys,sheturnedthe

windowfoldsclosingthemandwalkedoutthenshe

joinedhercolleaguewhowasclosinghisoffice...

Hesmiledlookingathergoingdownherfitsexy



bodydowntoherlegs...

Him:Hey

Rain:Hi..

Him:AreyougoingtothehorseDerby?

Rain:Nobutitsoundslikeitwillbefun.

Him:Canibuyyouaticket?Iwanttogotoobuti

didn'twanttogoalone.

Rain:Saturdayright?

Him:Yeah..Please?

Rain:(laughed)I'llthinkaboutitandletyouknow...

Theywalkedoutofthebuildingheadingtothe

parkinglot.

Him:Howisthebaby?

Rain:Sheisgood...



Him:Alright,seeyoutomorrow..

Rain:Bye

Shegotinthecaranddroveoff.Minuteslatershe

parkedinthemallandwalkedintoaclothingshop

beforetheycouldclose,shegrabbedashopping

basketandwalkedtotheladiesunderwear,she

pickedcolourfulthongs,G-strings,tangasandboy

shortsthenshewalkedtothebrasectionand

pickedmatchingpushups,demibrasandstrapless

thenshewalkedtothebabyclothessectionand

pickedcolourfulclothesforherbaby.Shestopped

bythehairaccessoriesandpickedhairbandsfor

herdaughterandwalkedtothetillwheretherewas

ashortqueue...

Minuteslatershewalkedoutandheadedtothecar

whereHopewasleaningagainsthercar,she

ignoredhimandopenedthebackseatthenshe

threwherplasticsinthebackandclosedthedoor.

Shewalkedaroundthecarandopenedthedoor,



Hopegrabbedthedoorbeforeshecouldclose..

Hope:Pleaseforgiveme...I'msorry.Iamsorryfor

askingtoosoon,I'msorryfortheclosedMissionary

position....Iwasjusttryingtogetyoutoenjoyas

wellbecauseitstimulatesyoumoreaswell.Iwas

justtryingsomethingnew..It'sbeentoolong,I'm

losingmymind.TellmewhattodoI'lldoit..

Rain:Idon'tthinkyoulovemeHope...Maybeyou're

afraidtolosesomeoneyoucaneasilygetaway

withthingson.

Hope:Canwetalkoverdinner?

Rain:No,I'mnotgoingoutwithyou.

Hope:HowaboutSaturday?

Rain:SaturdayI'mgoingtothehorserace

Hope:Withwhom?

Rain:Afriendfromwork

Hope:Aguy?

Rain:Yes..



Hope:Arthur?

Rain:Yes

Helaughedindisbelieftryingtohidehispainand

bithislowerlipputtinghishandsinthepockets..

Hope:ItoldyouArthurwantsyou

Rain:Hehasneversaidanythingtomesoican't

assumehewantsmejustbecauseyougetnegative

vibes.Arthurhasagirlfriend

Hope:Thatwon'tstophimfromwantingyou.

Rain:I'mnotsureaboutthat,noteverymanisaliar

andacheat.

Hewasn'tsurewhattosaynextbuthejuststood

therelookingather,shelookedathimandfora

momentshefeltbadforputtinghiminthisposition.



Hope:Areyouleavingmeforhim?

Shekeptquietlookingathimashetookadeep

breathandsighedtryingnottoappeardesperate.

Hope:Pleasedon'tgo,I'msorry.Kebakile..

Sheclosedthedoorandstartedthecarashestood

bylookingatherthenshedroveoff.Hewalkedin

thenextshopandboughtgroceriesthenheput

theminthecaranddroveoff....

AtDallasHouse...

LaterthateveningEllawalkedoutofthebedroom

carryinghersonasDallasandThutosteppedoutin

theireveningwear...



Thuto:(checkedthebaby'sdiaper)Don'tfeedhim

formulathathasbeeninthebottlefortoolong...

Ella:Iknowmama

Thuto:Andapplythebumcreamwhenchanging

thediapersohedoesn'tgetrushorirritated.

Dallas:(smiled)Ellaisthemomyouknow..

Ella:(laughed)Thankyoupapa

Thuto:Callmeifanythinggoeswrong..

Ella:Ok.

TheyturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenEllagot

backinthebedroomandgrabbedherphone.She

dialledHope..

Hope:Hello?

Ella:Hi,mamajustleft.IthinkyoucanseeChance

foraboutanhourortwo

Hope:Great,shouldIcomegetyou?



Ella:No,I'llcallataxitodropusatthegate.

Hope:Youjustlightenedupmyday.

Ella:(smiled)Bye

Shehungupandpackedthebaby'sdiaperbag.

AtHope'sHouse...

LateronHopesmiledasheopenedthedoorforElla,

hepickedthebabyandtookadeepbreathlooking

athim...

Hope:(smiled)Myboy...Eyboi...

Thegatebuzzedthenhewalkedtothesurveillance

camera,hisheartskippedashelookedatRain'scar.

Hope:Shit!



HeturnedbacktoElla...

Hope:comehere...Youhavetogetinthebasement.

Rainishere

Ella:Areyouserious?Basement?Itcouldbedusty

inthere,I'mnotputtingmysoninthere..

Hope:You'reright...Comehere...

Hegrabbedherbythearmdragginghertothe

guestroomwhereshesatonthebedthenhe

handedherthebabyasshelookedathimangrily.

Hope:I'msorry.

Heclosedthedoorthenhehurriedbackand

pressedthebuttonslidingthegate.Hesteppedout

andanxiouslywaitedasRaingotoutofthecarand

pickedherdaughter,hegotthebabythenthey



walkedinthehouseashecarriedher.

Rain:Thereissomethingweneedtotalkabout..

Hope:OK

Rainwalkedinandputdownherkeysthenhereyes

landedonabluediaperbag...

Rain:Whosebagisthat?

HopeclosedthedoorandlookedatBabyChance's

bag...

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...

Hope'sheartpoundedashisbrainworkedwith

twicespeedtocomeupwithagoodansweratthe

sametimedisplayingacasualinnocentlook..

Hope:It'sforLara...Iwasplanningonpassingby

Orefe'shouseanddropit.

Rain:Rerelikessalmoncolour,shedressesLarain

peach,idon'tthinkshewouldlikethiscolour...Kana

gaencha...(lookedatit)hasshebeenusingit?

Hope:Iguessthat'swhyshehardlyusesit,ibought

itawhileback.

Raingrabbedthebaglookingatitandputitback

beforesittingdownwhileHopestoodthereholding



hisdaughter...

Hope:Whatasurprise,whatareyoudoinghere?

Rain:Whatyousaidearliergotmethinking...

Hope:Canwegositoutsidebythepool?Ijustgotit

fixed,thewatershouldbewarm.

Rain:Nothereisacoldbreezeoutside,idon'twant

hertocatchacold.

Hope:OK...

Rain:(lookedathim)Nnahabatshetherra...

Hope:Iwasjustabouttoleave,Rereisexpecting

me.

Rain:Don'tworryshewillbehereinafewminutes,i

neededtotalktoyoufirstbeforeshecomessowe

canalltalk.

Hope:Sononeofyouthoughtofcallingmeto

checkifI'dbeavailableforthislittlemeeting?

Rain:Shetalkedtoyouafewminutesagoandyou

saidyou'rehomeandyou'reabouttowatchamovie



Hope:Sheputmeonloudspeaker?

Rain:Yes,shouldtherebeprivacyamongstthe

threeofus?

Hope:SoRereiscominghere?

Rain:Yeah,wewantedtotalktoyouabout

something...Butiwantedtotalktoyoufirst.

Hope'sheartpoundedevenmoreashelookedat

babyChance'sbag,itsoundedlikeRainwasabout

toforgivehimposibblygivehimanotherchance.

Herfindingoutaboutanotherbabywouldend

everythingpossiblymakeRereleavetoo..

Meanwhileintheguestroomthebabybegunstirring,

lickinghislipsandputhishandonhismouth

suckingit,whennothingcameoutofhisfingershe

begunkickingirritatedasEllastoodupand

shushedhim,shelookedbehindherforthebagso

shecouldgetthefeedingbottlebutthebagwasn't

there,sheleftitonthecouch!



ShecarriedonshushinghimbutknowingChanceif

hestartedcryinghe'dneverstop,shewalkedtothe

windowandtriedtodistracthim.

BackinthelivingroomHopesatonthecouch

holdinghisdaughteranxiouslytappinghisfoot

tryingtoconcentrateonwhatRainwassaying...

Rain:I'vethoughtaboutus..Maybeioverreactedor

maybeimisunderstoodwhatwashappening

becauseoftheintenseemotionsiwasgoing

throughatthattime.Iwasstillstrugglingtoaccept

Rerebutthetimeispentawayfromyouandthe

littleispentwithheriknowthatIwanttotrythis

againbut...Youneedtoworkonyourarrogance

andimpatience.

Hope:Canwegotothekitchenandprepare

something?

Rain:Don'tworryRereandiwillcook,weare



planningtostayuntillate.

Hope:Butyoutwoforgottoletmeknow

Rain:Iknow,itwasasurprise...You'resotense,is

everythingOK?

Hope:Yeah...

Rain:Yeahsolikeiwassaying..

Hisheartpoundedloudlyandhecouldfeelits

vibrationonhischestashetriedtolistenbutat

somepointwhilestaringathermovinglipshe

couldn'thearshit,justthoughtsaboutthatbag

shouldRerewalkinhere!

Thegatebuzzed,Rainstoodupandwalkedtothe

surveillancescreen,..

Rain:OhitsRereandLara...



Sheopenedthegateandwalkedbackthenshesat

down.

Hope'shandsshookasheheldthebaby,hehanded

Rainthebabyandgrabbedthebag..

Hope:Letmetakethistothebedroom..

Rain:Why?Rereiscomingakere...Canyoujustsit

downandconcentrate,kanakeagoboranerra?

Heputdownthebagandsatdown..

Rain:Anywaysso...

Shecarriedontalkingbuthecouldn'thearher,the

dooropenedthenRerewalkedincarryinghergirl..

Rere:Hi...Diditaketoolong?



Rain:Notreally.

Rerewalkedoverandlaidthebabyonthechair..

Rere:Letmegettheirtoddlerrockers,iboughtthem

onewhenibroughtthemoverherelastweekend.

Rain:Ok.Ididn'tknow

Hopejumpedupandwalkedtowardsthechildren's

room..

Hope:I'llgetthem...

Rereturnedbackandnoticedabluebagonthe

couch,shefigureditwasTsarona'sbagandputit

aside.

Hopewalkedbackcarryingthetwocolourfultoddler



rockersforhisdaughters,thankGodtherewasn't

anynoisecomingfromtheguestroom,hopefully

Chancewasasleep.

Theladieseachputtheirkidsontheirsthenthey

heardababycrying.TheypausedasHope'sheart

almoststopped..

Rere:Didihearababycrying?

Hope:Idoub-

ThecryinggotintensethenEllawalkedoutcarrying

herson.Bothladiesturnedandlookedatherbut

shewalkedpastthemandpickedherbagthenshe

unzippedasChancecarriedoncryinghysterically,

hiscryingstartledLaraandshebeguncrying,Rere

pickedherupasTsarona'slipscurvedbeforeshe

joinedincrying...beforetheyknewitthewhole

housefilledwiththechildren'scries.



Hopeslowlysatdownashiskneejointsweakened...

Rere:(toHope)Whoisshe?

Rain:(tohim)Ithoughtyousaidthatbagbelongsto

Rere

Rere:Whichbag?Ithoughtit'syours...Iknowyou

likemustardbutithoughtmaybeitwasagift.

Rain:Iaskedwheniarrivedandhesaidit'syours.

Nekemakatswakegoreit'sblueyetLarauses

peach.

BabyChancefinallykeptquietashefedfromthe

bottle,thesisterstoofinallykeptquietastheir

mother'seachgavethemabreasttofeed..

Rere:Hopeweewaremothokemang?

Rain:(toElla)Youlookfamiliar,whoareyou?



EllalookedatHopeandhelookeddownpopping

hisknuckles...

*

*

*

*

*
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EllaturnedtoRainstillholdingherbagwiththe

otherhandandbottleontheotherfeedinghim.

Ella:MynameisElla...Maybeyousawmeatmy

father'shouse,I'mHope'scousin.Myfatherandhis

latemotherwerecousins.Somyfatherishis

uncle...



Rain:Oh...

Rere:Istilldon'tunderstandwhyHopesaidherbag

ismybag,whyisshehidingitthebedroom?

Ella:Iwasn'thiding...IwaswaitingforHakeemand

decidedtolaythebabydownintheguestroom.

Hope:EllaisHakeem'sbabymama...Hewenttothe

liquorstoretogetusdrinks.Ididn'twantyouto

knowI'vestarteddrinkingagain..I'msorry..

Rainlookedathimdisappointedlyandsatdown

breastfeedingherbaby,Reresuspiciouslylooked

EllaandHope...

Rere:Soyou'reHakeem'sbabymama?

Ella:Yes...

Rere:BabecanyouaskhowfarHakeemis?Puthim

onloudspeaker.



HopedialledHakeemandputhimonloudspeaker,

hefelthishandshakingandputthephoneonthe

tablesohecouldpophisknuckles...

Hakeem:Yeah...

Hope:Howfarareyouwiththebeers?

Hakeem:Thebeers?

Ellasteppedoverandpickedthephone..

Ella:Heybabe,canyoupleasecomeback.Didyou

buythebeer?

Hakeem:Ididn't...Iwasaboutto.What'sgoingon?

Ella:Hope'sbabymama'sarehereandthingsare

awkward.Idon'tfeelcomfortable,ialwaysthought

I'llbondwiththemgolebegagopadile.comeget

me.

Hakeem:Okbabe,I'mcoming.



ShehungupandsatdownasRerelookeddown

embarrassed,Hopeleanedbackonthecouchand

puthisfootoverhiskneerelaxing...Well,partly.He

stillwasn'tsurehowthingswouldplayoutwhen

Hakeemgotherebutthelookonhisladieswas

somehowcalming...

RainlookedatEllaandsmiled..

Rain:HowlonghaveyoubeenseeingHakeem?

Ella:Westartedlastyear..

Rain:Ok,didhefindajob?

Ella:Yeah...

ThegatebuzzedthenHopestoodupandopened,

minuteslaterHakeemwalkedinandleanedover

kissingElla,Hopeclenchedhisjaws.Hakeem

pickedbabyChanceandtickledhimbeforewalking



overtotheladies..

Hakeem:Ladies...(smiled)Iseeyoufinallymet...

Seeiwasn'tlyingafterall.

Rain:(smiled)Mxm

Rere:(laughed)Ijaa

Hakeem:Ialmostlostafriendbecauseofmybig

mouth.Hedoesn'ttrustmeanymorebecauseof

that...

Rain:Idon'tthinkit'sfailuretokeepasecret,drugs

maybe?

Hakeem:I'mafathernowsoI'msober..Butwedo

drinkoccasionally...Todayweweregoingto

celebratemyjob.I'vebeenworkingasatempbut

todayiwashiredasapermanent..

Rain:Wow,congratulations

Hakeem:Icanfinallytakecareofmyboy...

HopewalkedoverandpickedLarabeforesitting



downandlettingherstandonhislapashesmiled

ather..

Hakeem:Gatwengne?Rakobiwa?

Hope:Youneedtoleave..Kediretswesurprisevisit

Ella:Andhiswivesdon'tlikeme

Rere:(laughed)Whosaidthat?Nnyaammawe

werejustshockedtofindawomaninhishouse.

Hopekanagaatshepiwe...Howdoyouthinkwe

endedupdeliveringonthesameday?

Rain:Exactly,andheliedaboutthebag

Hope:BecauseIdidn'twantyouknowingthatI'm

drinking.IpromisedmyselfIwon'tbedrinkingfora

while...

Hakeem:Inthatcase,letmegetmyfamilyoutof

here...Wewillmeetagainanothertimeey?

Rain:Bye..

HopestoodupandshoulderbumpedwithHakeem



eachofthemholdingtheirchildren.

Hakeem:Cheersman,kamoso

Hope:Sure..

Ellapickedherbaby'sbagandsmiledattheladies,

RainandReresmiledbackwithabitof

embarrassmentassheturnedaroundwalkingout,

Hakeemputhisarmbehindherbackagainasthey

walkedout.

ThedoorclosedandHopesighedinreliefshifting

hiseyesbacktotheladies...

Rere:Soyou'restilldrinking?

Rain:Thenextthinghewillbeondrugs,ifeellike

wearebothplayinghere.



Hope:Iwasfrustrated...Dilotsaronanediganago

lomagana.Ihaven'tbeendrinkingbutaftermeeting

youatthemalliwasstressedbecauseithoughti

lostmyfamily.

Rere:Howdoweknowyouwon'tdrinkagain?

Hope:Andtheonlythingthatmakesmeactcrazyis

drugs.Beerisneveranissuebecauseiknowwhen

tostop.Butihearbothofyou...I'msorry...

Rain:(sighed)OK...

Therewassilenceashewaitedtohearwhatthe

meetingisabout...

Rain:I'mgoingtotellyouwhatiexpectfromyou

andher,andshewilltelluswhatsheexpectsthen

it'syourturn.

Hope:Soundsgood..

Rain:Hopeidon'texpectyoutocheataftergetting

thisarrangement...Itwasn'teasytoagreetothis...

Firstiagreedbecauseiwasafraidtoloseyouand



after3monthsawayfromyouiknowthatican

survivewithoutyoubutiwanttotryitbecausei

loveyou.I'mnotafraidtoloseyounowandIwill

walkawayifidon'tfeelappropriated,I'mhere

becauseiloveyouandRerealsomakesiteasyto

giveintothisthingbecauseshecaresaboutme,we

careabouteachother...Ifanythingisgoingtocome

betweenusitwillbeyoubecauseweareableto

talkanddothingstogetherwhileyou'resometimes

controlledbyyourneedforsex.Iexpectyouto

understandwhatiwant,iknowyouunderstandme

soI'dappreciateitifyoudon'tcomparemeormake

mefeelless...RereI'dappreciateifyoucould

respectme,talktomeifthereisanythingbothering

youbecausetobehonestthetwoofusareOKbut

theproblemisgoingtocomewhenourfamiliesand

friendsfindout,they'regoingtotalkabouttheone

lovedthemost,thefavouriteoneandthingslike

that...Idon'twantyouomphefomelaorgossiping

aboutmewithanyone.IfyoudothisIwillnever

forgiveyoubecauseithinkalot,ifyoudoitI'llnever

getoverit.That'sall...



Rere:Idon'thavefriends...Forareason...Aclose

friendbetrayedmeandsoI'mdonewithfriends,

you'retheonlyfriendihaveandonlybecausei

knowyouwon'ttakemymanaway....You'reright

aboutfamiliesthough,it'sgoingtobedifficult

makingpeopleunderstandthisbutifwesticktoit

andnotexplainourselvestothemtheyhaveroom

toexpressthemselves.AsforHopennatotaI'm

havingahardtimetrustingyouafterwhatyoudid

tous,kooreI'mherewonderinggorewhat's

stoppingyoufromhavinga3rdfamilyora4thone.

Yourparentsworrymetoobecausebeforewe

couldagreetheyhadpromisedusmarriageand

theyknewgorebatswakogoboRainandstillcame

tome.Iknowthey'reonlyconcernedaboutyour

interestsonlybutI'llnevertrustthem...

Hope:Thankyou,I'mnotaperfectmanbutI'lltry

myverybesttobewhatyouexpect.Iknowthis

won'tworkifiplayfavouritesbutpleasedon'tread

toomuchintomyactionssoidon'tlivelikea



prisoner.Allowmetomakehumanmistakesand

pointthemoutwithoutthreateningtolive,thatwayi

canbecomfortableenoughtosharewithyouthings

you'dnotbelievehappened.Iwanttotrustyouwith

everything..RainI'msorryformybehaviormaloba.

Iwashungryforsex...Ithinkimadeamistakeof

thinkingifihavetwowomenI'llneverstarvebut

nowiunderstandthatI'mjustlikeanyotherman.I'll

trytobehave...IfitstimetosleepatherhouseI'lldo

soandiwon'tbothertheotheronebutpleasedon't

cheatonme.Re3helaandwearenotusing

protection.It'sonlywisetobefaithful.

Rere:GladyoumentionedthatmrSTD

TheyalllaughedashenoticedTsaronawakingup,

hepickedherupandputheronhislapthenhetook

adeepbreathlookingathisdaughters...

AtDallasHouse....



LaterthatnightHakeemparkedthecar,Ella

steppedoutandgrabbedthebag..

Hakeem:AreyousleepingwithHope?

Ella:No,I'mcoparentingwithhimandidon'twant

himtolosehiswomenoverthis.Justwantmy

son'sfuturesecured.

Hakeem:Wouldhemindifwegoout?

Ella:Iwouldn'tdatehisfriend.Goodnight...

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedinthroughthegate.

Hakeemsighedanddroveoff...

Atthehotel....

LaterthatnightDallasandhiswifewalkedtowards

thecar,theyopenedthedoorsandgotinthenhe

reversedasshetookoffhisjacketandturnedup

theair-con.



Dallasdroveoutandjoinedtheroadheadinghome,

ashedrovetheroadsuddenlybecameunfamiliar

andhewasn'tsurewhichlanetotake,herandomly

pickedalaneashiswifeturnedherheadlookingat

him.

Thuto:Whereareyougoing?

Dallas:Home,butican'tremember..

Heturnedlookingbehindtryingtorememberbuthe

couldn'trememberhiswayhome.

Thuto:Oseriousnerra?

Thegreenlightflushedonthenhedroveandpulled

onthesideoftheroad,herolleddownthewindow

andlookedoutsidebuthestillwasn'tfamiliarwith

thearea.



Thutolookedathimconfused,theyhaddrivenin

thisareamorethanamilliontimesanditwas

obvioushewasn'tkiddingaboutnotremembering

hiswayhome.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtDallasHouse...

LaterthatnightThutoparkedthecarwhileDallas

lookedatthehouselikehewastryingtoremember



it,hedidn'tsayanythingbuttheconfusedlookon

hisfacesaiditall...

Thuto:Wearehome..

Dallas:Thisisourhome?

Thuto:Youdon'trememberthisplace?

Dallas:No

Thuto:Let'sgo...It'slate...

Dallaswalkedinthehousefollowingherand

stoppedthewalllookingatframedpictures,from

thepictureshecouldnowtellThutowashiswife...

Hehadchildren...Anoldestdaughterandwhat

seemedliketwins,aboyandagirl...

HefollowedThutoaroundthisunfamiliarhouseand

satonthebed,therewasaknockandagirlwalked

inwithababy...



Her:TonightI'dliketosleepwithChance...

Thuto:Ok..Yourfathercouldn'trememberhisway

home.Ihadtodrive

Ellapausedstandingatthedoorandlookedather

fatherstillholdingherbaby..

Ella:Whathappened?

Thuto:Nothing,wewerechattingandthenext

minutehecouldn'trememberanything.

Ella:Whatifitsearlydementia?

Thuto:That'sforoldpeople,ithinkkedilotsa

Setswana.

Ella:Whywouldanyonebewitchpapa?

Thuto:TheRoyalfamilydidsayifyoucausethe

deathofoneoftheirownyou'llneverhavepeace...

HekilledthemanChancewasconvictedfor...

Maybeitsthat.

Ella:Ormaybeit'sjustearlydementiamama...I



heardaboutitfromoneofmyclassmates.

Dallas:Whodidikill?

Ella:Noone...Youdidn'tkillanyone.

Thutosighedandsteppedoutdiallinganoldfriend,

DallasstoodupandwalkedoutasEllalookedat

him...

Ella:Papa?Whereareyougoing?

Dallas:Ineedsomeair...

Hewalkedoutandsatonthestoopjuststaringinto

thespace.MeanwhileinthekitchenThutoleaned

againstthecounterasthephonerang...

Alicia:Hello?

Thuto:Hi,sorryforcallingthislate.Ididn'tknow



whattodo.

Alicia:It'sok,I'mup...I'mactuallyatwork.

Thuto:KanaeverythingwasjustfinebutnowDaniel

can'tremembermuch,hewasdrivingandhe

couldn'tfindhiswayhomeandnowwearehome

buthelooksoutofplace.

Alicia:Soundslikeearlydementiabutyoucanbring

himinforscreening.

Thuto:Isn'tthatforoldpeople?

Alicia:It'scommonineldersbutitcanstartasearly

as35or45...

Thuto:Iwasthinkingmaybeit'sthecursefromthe

royalfamily,itwouldexplainusgettingattacked

andourchildrendyingthennoonegetscaughtfor

doingthat...IamafraidDallasisgoingtotakeme

downwithhimificarryonwithhim.I'vealreadyput

mydreamsonholdbecauseofhishealthreasons...

IhaveachancetohavechildrenofmyownbutI

can'tbecauseofhim...Ouradoptivedaughterhasa

sonbutican'tevenholdthebabywithouther

askingforit.Koorekeintshapelohela...I'vealways



beensleepingwiththebabybuttonightshewants

tosleepwithhim.

Atthehospital...

MeanwhileAliciafrownedandleanedbacksitting

onthechair.Ithadbeenyearssincetheytalkedand

ifshewascorrectthefriendship....whatevershe

wasgoingthroughmusthavebeenoverwhelming

forhertojustspillthewholecanlikethat...

Alicia:Maybeit'sbecauseofmyjobbutidon't

believeevenwitchcraftisreal..Butamindisa

powerfultool,ifyoubelievesomethingitwillappear

tobethereality.YoucannotwalkawayfromDaniel

atthefirstsignofsomethingsoserious..Dementia

isaveryseriousconditionanditcan'tbecured.

Thuto:Iamscared..

Alicia:Tomorroworafewdaysfromnowhewill

remembereverything,itslikeitcomesandgoes.



Sometimestheyrememberandsometimesthey

wakeupconfusednotrememberinganyonearound

them.Youhavetobetherewithpicturesandtell

him...Itmakesthemfeelbetter...Justimaginenot

rememberingyourhusbandorchildren..Finding

yourselfwithstrangers...You'dneedloveand

explanationtobeabletorelax.Dementiacomesin

differenttypes,pleasebringhimtothehospitalfor

adiagnosis.

Thuto:Ifeellikeyoudon'tunderstand...Chancewas

hangedforamurderhedidn'tcommit...Dallaskilled

thatmanandIknowthisbecauseDallashimself

toldmeonetimewhenhewasdrunkcryingfor

Chance.

Alicia:ThutoDanielandChancelovedoneanother

likebrothers...Unfortunatelyevidencepointedat

ChanceandhedidhelpDanielburythebody...

Dallashasneverbeenthesamesince.I'mnotclose

toyouguysbutiseehimaroundMaun,hehas

neverenjoyedlifewithouthisfriend.Helooks

depressedtome,youwantingababyknowing

Dallascannotgiveyouchildrenandnowyouwant



towalkawaybecauseyoufeellikeheistakingyou

downwithhim...Whereistheloveyouhadfor

Dallaswhenhimandbuddieswererichfromthe

heist?EveryoneblamesDallasforhisfriend's

death...DoyouthinkDallaslikesseeingtheman

Hopeistoday?BecauseweallknowifChancewas

aliveHopewouldn'tbewhoheisdoing...

Thuto:Iamsoscaredofwhat'shappeningtoDallas

rightnow...Lookingintohiseyesheiscompletely

lost,whatifhewakesupatnightandbeatsme

becausehecan'tremembermeormaybehe

confusesmewithsomeone..

Alicia:That'swhykerebringhimtothehospitalso

hecanbediagnosed.

Thuto:I'llbringhimtomorrow...

AtDallasHouse...

Alicia:Bringhiminevenifhewakesup

rememberingeverything



Thuto:Ok.Bye

Shehungupandsighedthoughtfullythenshe

walkedoutsidewhereDallaswaswonderingaround

theyardlikeazombie,shewentbackinsideand

laiddown.

MinuteslaterEllawalkedouttohim..

Ella:Papalet'sgoandsleep

Dallas:WhereisDavid?I'mlookingforDavid,we

havetogopolishourshoesforschooltomorrow.

Ella:WhoisDavid?

Dallas:Youdon'tknowDavid?

Ella:Legsgoinside...It'scold,ican'tletyouwonder

off.Let'sgo..

Dallasfollowedhertothehouse,sheclosedthe



doorandlockedupthensheremovedthekeysfrom

thedoorjustincase.

Shewalkedinherroomandclosedthedoor,Dallas

walkedintheirroomandsatonthebedlookingat

thisunfamiliarwoman.Heslowlylaiddownand

pulledtheblanketoverhisshoulder...

Thutogotherpillowandphonethensheopenedthe

wardrobeandtookoutanextrablanket,shewalked

intheirson'sbedroomandfixedthebedbefore

layingdown...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtThuto'sHouse...

ThenextmorningEllamadebreakfastwiththebaby

onherback,Dallaswalkedinthekitchenholdinga

toothbrushjustafterbrushinghisteeth.

Dallas:Morning...Whyareyoucookingwiththe

baby?Bringhimoverhere...

Ellaturnedaroundlookingathimandsmiledin

reliefasshetookdownthebabyandwalkedoverto

him.

Dallas:(smiled)Heybuddy...Chance?

Ella:Ismamasleeping?

Dallas:Sheleftinthemorning..Sheprobablywent



towork..

Ella:Doyourememberanythingaboutlastnight?

Dallas:No,iknowwewentfordinnerwithyour

mombutidon'tremembermuch.Didsomething

happen?Shedidn'tsleepinthesameroomwithme.

Ella:Um...Youseemedconfused...Letmemakeour

breakfastthenwecangotothehospital.I'lltake

youtothehospital.

Dallas:(thoughtfully)Ireallycan'trememberlast

night..

Ella:It'sok...Goandgetready,I'llprepareour

breakfastthenwego.

Hewalkedoutwiththebabythensheservedtheir

breakfast...

AtThuto'soffice...

MeanwhileThutopulledthedrawerandtookout



theirplotcertificateandtheotherpropertiesthey

ownedwhileshewastalkingtoanoldfriend...

Thuto:Iworkedhardtoaccumulateeverythingwe

have.Dallasusedhislastmoneyandgotscammed

tryingtobribepeoplethinkinghecansavehis

friendondeathrow.I'vebeentakingcareofthis

manandhecostmemydaughter...Ijustwantto

takeeverythingandgostartmylifefromthe

beginning..

Alicia:Youcan'tsellyourhome...Atleastleavethat

forhim,whereishegoingtogo?

Thuto:Hehasanautoshop.

Alicia:I'mgoingtogethimtosignsowesellthese

propertiesthenI'mfilingfordivorce.

Alicia:Thuto...Iunderstandthatyou'velostalot

whilelovingDallasbutdon'tyouthinkheneedsyou

morethanever?

Thuto:Whataboutme?Ifthingsweretheotherway

aroundandiwastheonemakinglessmoney



becauseimadestupiddecisions,unabletogive

himchildrendoyouthinkhe'dbehere?Let'sbe

realistic...DoyouthinkDallaswouldbeadopting

knowinghecangetawomanpregnantandhave

childrenofhisown?Hewouldhavelonghad

children.Andnowheisgoingcrazy...What'sthere

tostickaroundforifhecan'tevenrememberme?I

deservetobehappy.Iamchoosingmyhappiness.

Alicia:Butleavinghimhomeless?

Thuto:Hewillrent,I'mgoingtoneedaplacetostay

tostartmylife.Ineedtochoosemypeace.Iknow

I'mgoingtobejudgedbutihavenochoice.

Alicia:Iwishyoucouldatleastleavehimahouse

becausepeoplewithdementiaattimesonly

remembertheplacetheywenttofrequently.He

mightnotadjustatarentedhouseandyouknow

Africansthinkpeoplewithdementiaarewitches..

Onedayhewillwonderintosomeone'syardandhe

willbebeatenbecausetheythinkheisarapistora

Thief.Ifhewasawomantheywouldthinksheisa

witchmonnawabetswagatwekerapisttryingto

jumpintopeople'shomes.Peoplewithdementiago



throughalotofabusefromthecommunitybecause

nobodytriestounderstandit.

Thuto:Still,ideservepeace.I'msorryifigetjudged.

Ihavetogo..

Alicia:Bye

Shehungupandwalkedouttalkingtotheproperty

agent....

AttheRoyalHouse...

LaterthatmorningHopedrovethroughthegateand

parkedbehindhisgrandfather'scars.Hestepped

outandclosedthedoorthenhewalkedbesidesthe

housesohecouldpeeonthemangotreesbefore

gettinginthehouse..

Ashewalkedunzippinghispantsbeforeanyone

couldseehim,hisgrandmotherhateditwhenhe



peedonhertrees...Thesecondhedroppedhiszip

themadebumpedonhimandpassedbyfixingher

dress.Hecuriouslycheckedbehindthehouseand

hisgrandpawasshakinghishugeharddick

droppingthelastloadandshoveditdownhispants

lookingathim.Hopelookedbehindhimandthe

maidhaddisappearedthenheturnedbacktothe

oldmanstunned...

Hope:Thefuck!

Grandpa:Watchyourlanguage...

Hope:(whispered)Youjusthadyourwaywitha

maid,youdidn'tevenuseacondom.

Grandpa:Iusedit..Idroppeditinthatdrain.That's

whyibentheroverbytheplumbingthingy.Royal

semendoesnotjustmixwithanything.Youshould

learnalotfromme.

Hope:Youhave14childrenandyoujusthadamaid

frombehindwhilegranisinsidethehouse.

Grandpa:Ok,don'tlearnthatpart.Pickonlythe



good...Whenanelderfartsyouactlikeyoudidn't

hearitsojustpretendyoudidn'tseethat...Butyou

shouldneverforceyourwifetohavesex,ifsheis

tiredjustgetitsomewhereandgositnexttoher

likeyoudidn'tgetitelsewhere.Theyloveitwhen

theythinktheycontrolsex...womenwillnever

understandthatamanneedssexthewaytheyneed

tobreath.I'mtoooldtobegyourgrandmotherfor

sex...Ican'tbecallingpeopleandtellingthemibeg

forsexkeleKgosi....Thisiswhytheroyalhouse

needsyoungmaids.Theywerecalledslavesback

then...Thisisapersonaladvice,Iwouldn'tadvise

anyonelikethis..Whenyou'reatthekgotlayou

advisedifferently...Askthemantounderstand

thoughyouknowourbodiesaren'twiredlikethat,

youaskthewomantobemoreunderstanding

thoughyouknowshewon'tkeepupwithaman's

sexdrive.Thisiswhyisupporthaving2womenbut

youcan'tsaysuchthingsinthisdayandera...

Thesewomenwilltellyoutheydon'tshareaman

andturnaroundandlimitsexthenexpect

faithfulness.Anaverageguythinksaboutsexat

least10timesadayandthisgendercangoaweek



orevenmonthswithoutthinkingaboutsex.They

expectyourhormonestobethesameandtheyjust

don'tunderstandwhymencan'tstopwantingsex...

Thisisafactyoucan'tfightagainst...Sotobea

goodpartnerjusthavesomewheretogetsexwhile

sheisstilltired...Theworstyoucandoistomake

babiesthereorchangeyourbehaviourathome.

Hope:(laughed)Papakootengekareakatsogaa

utwaobuajalo...Hesaidotherwiseinhisletters

fromprison.Canipeeintherebeforegrannysees

me?

Hewalkedoverandpointedhisdickdownthepipes

peeing..

Grandpa:HowisBabyChance?

Hope:Heisgood...Themombroughthimlastnight

buttheladiesinterruptedus.Ihadtodenyhim

Grandpa:Youdeniedmygrandsonforgirlfriends

whoarenotevenyourwives?



Hope:Ilovethem,theseladieshavesacrificedalot

forme.I'lltellthemwhenthetimeisright...I'vehurt

Rainwaytoomuch.Shecan'ttakeanymore...Take

mohodisepelebeforeidropthebabybombshell

Grandpa:YoushouldbringEllaheretomeetthe

family.IwanttoseeChance...Iknowtraditionally

herfamilywassupposedtotellusaboutthe

pregnancyandhimbutsincetheywon'tiwantto

sendpeople.It'slikeweabandonedourboy

Hope:Givemetime,Ellaandiarefixingafew

thingsbutI'llbringherovertomorrowifshefinds

time.

Grandpa:Ok..

Theywalkedinthehouse,Hopesmiledandgreeted

hisgrandmotherwhowasweavinganddecorating

atjale.Helookedattheyoungmaidasshewalked

pastthemwithalaundrybasket,theyoung

beautifulgardenerwalkedintakingoffhergloves

andgreetedHopebeforepassingtothekitchen...



Granny:Howareyoumyboy?

Hope:I'mfine...

Granny:Howaremylittlegirls?

Hope:They'regood...

Hope'sphonerang,helookedatthescreenandit

wasElla.Hestoodupandwalkedoutside..

Hope:Hey

Ella:Hi,canyoucomegetChance?I'mwithmy

fatheratthehospital.Hejusthadanotherepisode

ofdementia...Idon'twantthebabytospendthe

wholedayinthehospitaltogaatsenwakedi

infection.You'llbringhimwhenI'mdone...The

maidhasbeengivenholidaysoff.

Hope:OK,cool.I'llbringhimovertomy

grandparentsbammonewhileiattendmymeetings.

Ella:Ok,bye.



Hehungupandwalkedbackinthehouse.

AtRain'soffice...

LateronRainwalkedintheofficeandsmiledather

colleagues,shewalkedintheofficeandsatdown

puttingherweightlossteaonthetable.She

reachedinsidethepharmacyplasticandtookouta

homepregnancytest.

Shewalkedinthebathroomandpeedonitthenshe

putitonthefloorandcoveredhereyespraying.She

couldn'thaveanotherbaby...Notwhenshewasstill

breastfeeding,notwhenherlovelifewasn'treally

straightforwardandshenowmorethanever

neededtokeepexercisingandloseherweightso

shecanbeprettyagain...

Shemovedherfingerleavingasmallspacesoshe

couldseewiththecornerofhereye,itseemedlike



onelineandshejumpedupscreamingexcitedly...

Butasshelookedtherewasafaintsecondline

whichbroughtdownhermoodasshegulped

confused.Theyweretwothoughtheotherlikewas

faint...

SIXMONTHSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...



IntheeveningRainwalkedoutofthebathroom

carryingherbabywrappedinatowel,shecarried

heronthesideofherbigbumpandbreathed

heavilyasshebentoverputtingherdown.

Herbabygirlrolledoutofthetowelandsatupthen

shecrawledawaylaughingasRaintriedtograbher

leg..

Rain:(laughed)Princessstop!Comehere...

Shetriedtograbheragainandshecrawledtothe

otherendofthebeduntilshegrabbedherbythe

feetanddraggedheroverasshelaughed,Rain

tickledherandputthebodylotiononherfitbody,

shedressedherupandcarriedhertotheliving

roomwhereshesatdownandputheronherlap

givingherabreast,thebabybegunfeedingasshe

changedthechannelandwatchedasoap...



ShepickedherphoneanddialledHope,thephone

rangcontinuouslywithoutananswerthensheputit

downandrubbedherbumpasthebabykicked.

ShedialledRere....

Rere:Hello?

Rain:Hi,isHopewithyou?

Rere:No,heissupposedtobewithyou

Rain:Heisnotpickingagain

Rere:Kantegolohalewhattimedidhearriveinyour

housewhenyoucalledmeaskingifhewaswithme?

Rain:Hearrivedatmidnightandhejustwenttobed,

heleftinthemorningwhileiwassleeping.Just

foundatextsayingsorrybabe,didn'twanttowake

you.Iloveyou.Doeshecomeontimetoyour

house?

Rere:Yesrightafterworkhecomeshere...Kabo

past5.



Rain:Ok,goodnight

Rere:Haveyoutriedtalkingtohim?

Rain:Everytimeicomplainweenduparguingand

hesayssomethingthathurtsmefordays,butI'll

talktohim.

Rere:Icangotohishouseandcheckifheisthere,

theproblemisthatwhenheisdoingthisificallhim

hewon'tanswertoobecauseheknowsimight

connectyouoraskonyourbehalfgoreotaleng

lapeng.

Rain:It'sokthemma,letmeputthebabytobed.

Rere:Ok,goodnight.

Rain:Goodnight

Shehungupandtriedtocallhimagain,herheart

poundedasshestaredatthephonehopinghe'd

pickupbutitwentunanswered.Sheputherphone

downandsighedlookingatherbabyasshefell

asleepthenshepickedherupandtookhertothe

bedroomwhereshelaidthebabyinthecot.



Shetookherphoneandsatoutsideinfrontofthe

houselookingatthegate,shetriedcallinghim

againbuttherewasnoanswer.

Shelookedatthetimeanditwasafewminutes

after11,shegotbackinthehouseandlockedthe

doorthensheleanedagainsttheheadboard

applyingtissueoilonherbigbump,itwas2weeks

beforeherduedatebutitfeltlikeitwastaking

forever.Tearsfilledhereyesandsheputapillow

overherfacecryingoutloud.

Sherubbedhertearsandputonhermaternitydress

thenshepickedherdaughterandcarriedhertothe

car,sheputheronthecarseatanddroveout...

AtHope'sHouse...

Aroundmidnightsheparkedatthegateand



steppedoutintothecoldnightbreezeandpressed

thegatebuttonthenshegotbackinthecarand

waitedrubbingthegoosebumpsonherarms.She

lookedaroundandbesidesthelightsabovethe

screenwallitwasdarkandquiet,clearlyeveryonein

theneighbourhoodwassleeping.

20minutespassedwhileshewaitedinthecarthen

shesteppedoutandpressedthebuttonagain,she

presseditcontinouslyandgotbackinthecarbut

thegatedidnotopen.Shetriedhisphoneandthere

wasstillnoanswerthenshereversedthecarand

parkedalongthewall.

Shegotoutofthecarandstoodtheretryingto

figureouthowtogetontopofthecarsoshecould

atleastseeinside,ifthegaragedoorwasopenat

leastshe'dknowifheishomeornot.

Shefoldedhermaternitydressandsteppedonthe

seatstandingupasherstomachpressedagainst



thecar,thegaragedoorwasclosedandshewasn't

sureifhewashomeornot.Herhandsslippedand

shefellhittingthebackofherheadbeforefallingon

thegroundbuttdown.Shestoodupanddusted

herselfthenshegotbackinthecaranddroveoff.

Shejoinedthemainroadanddroveastearsblurred

her.

AtOrefe'sHouse...

LateronRainparkedbesidesher,hiscarwasn't

thereandshejustinthecarnotsurewhattodo

next.

Tearsfilledhereyesandsheputherhandsoverher

facecrying,therewasaknockonthewindowthen

sheturnedaroundandrolleddownthedoorwindow

asRerezippedherjacketshivering...



Rere:Iheardacarparkingoutsideandchecked,

ibileithoughtit'smyroommate.Let'sgoinside..

Rain:(smiledtearfully)No,I'mfine.

Rere:I'mgettingcold...You'regettingcoldand

you'repregnant...

Rereopenedthebackdoorandgentlygotthebaby

thenshewalkedinsideasRainfollowedherandsat

onthecouch.

Rereputthebabynexttohersonherbedandpulled

theduvetoverthembeforewalkingout.

MeanwhileonthecouchRainstaredattheTV

thoughitwasoff,shetookoutherphoneandcalled

him,Rereputtwocupsofteaonthetableanda

plateofsconesbeforegettingherphoneand

hangingup.



Rere:Whycallhimsomanytimes?Ifhesawthe

firstcallthenhedoesn'twanttoanswer,andifhe

lefthisphoneelsewhereorputitonsilentmode

thenhecan'tseeallthese,whateverhisreasons

maybeheknowsheshouldbehomewithyouand

hechosenotto.

Rain:IborehimbecauseI'mpregnant..Ishould

haveboughtmorningafterpills.Ithurts....Iwishi

couldjustgivebirthnowbutI'mstuck!

Herlipstrembledandsheburstintotearscrying,

Reremovedovernexttoherandhuggedher..

Rain:(crying)Iwasgainingmyconfidenceandi

wasstartingtobehappybutiamstupidbecausei

lethimgetmepregnantknowingwhathewasdoing

withthefirstpregnancy.

Rere:Thereisnoneedtoworrynowbecauseyou're

justafewdaysawayfromyourdate,youmight



evendeliversooner.Atleastnowyouknowbetter....

Fordaughter'ssakestopcrying.Stressisnotgood

forthebaby...Hopecanalwaysgomakeother

healthybabiesouttherewithotherwomen,maybe

hehasawholefamilyoutthere,hedidbeforehe

candoitagain...Ifyouhaveababywhohassome

kindofdisabilitybecauseyouweren'tcarefulthat

babywillbestuckwithyouforever.Itwillbeyour

daughter...

Raintookadeepbreathandsighedlookingdown...

Rere:Iknowitspainful...Icanrelatetowhatyou're

goingthroughbecauseafterfindingoutaboutyoui

couldn'tsleepbutIcanimaginewenabecause

you'repregnant.Pleasebestrong,takeonedayata

time.NnatotaI'mstartingtofeellikethisisjusta

gametohim,ifsomeonecandothisinan

arrangementthat'ssupposedtomakehimhappy

enoughnottocheatthenthereisnopoint.Ihave

thosedoubtstoobutyou'repregnant,trytoignore



himandfocusonthebaby..

Rainpickeduptheteaanddrunk,Rerejoinedinand

theyatetalking.

Rain:I'llgohomeandsleep.Ilookstupiddriving

aroundlookingforsomeonewhoisprobably

sleepingbetweenanotherwoman'slegs.

Rere:Leavethebabybehind,I'lldropheroffinthe

morning.Gogetsomesleep...

Sheputdownthecupandstoodup,Rerestoodup

andtheyhuggedthenshewalkedout...

Rerewashedthecupsandwenttobedwiththe

children.

AtRain'sHouse....



JustaftermidnightRainparkedthecar,she

steppedoutandunlockedthehousethenshe

walkedin.

Shewalkedinthebedroomandputeverythingby

thetablebeforesittingontheedgeofthebedfor

about5minutes,shefinallyswitchedoffthelight

andlaiddown.

AtDaniel'sHouse....

Laterthatmorningtherewasaknockonthedoor

whileEllacleanedthekitchenwithhersonwalking

aroundonawalker...

Shewipedherhandsandwalkedtothemaindoor

wheresheopenedandsmiledtoamanshe'dnever

seenbefore...



Ella:Hi...

Him:Hi,mynameisLionel,Canitalktoyour

parents?

Ella:Mymothermovedout,it'sjustmyfatherandi.

Canihelpyou?

Him:Canitalktoyourfather?

Ella:Heisstillsleeping...canihelpyou?

Him:Ineedyoutoleavethehouse,iboughtthis

placebecauseiwanttomovetoMaun...Ineedto

renovatethehousebeforemywifeandchildrenget

here.

Ella:Ididn'tthinkmymotherwasseriousabout

sellingthisplace..

Him:Pleaseleave.Shetoldmeyou'llbeoutlast

week.Myplansarebeingdelayednow.

Ella:I'lltrytofindusaplacetostay,canyougive

meaweek?Myfatherisnotwellbutwewillbeout

bytheendoftheweek.



Him:I'dreallyappreciatethat.

Ella:Thankyou..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway,Ellagotbackin

thehouseandclosedthedoorthenshepickedher

phone...

AtRain'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningRainremainedinbedasher

daughtergotontopofher,sheputherarmoverher

bigbumpprotectivelyasherdaughterslidbehind

herandlaughedplayingaround...

ShereachedforherphoneandcheckedHope'slast

seen,itwasafewminutesago.Sheputherphone

downandsighedthensheheardacarparking

outside.



Shegotupandpickedherdaughterthenshe

openedthemaindoor,Hopesteppedinandgothis

daughterthenheleanedoverandkissedher..

Hope:Hi...

Rain:Hi..Canimakeyoubreakfast?

Hope:NoI'mfine...

Rain:Wheredidyousleeplastnight?

Hope:Iwashome...Iwantedtotakeanapbefore

comingoverthenioverslept.Sorry..

Hisphonerangthenhewalkedoutsidepicking..

Hope:(talkingtothephone)Hi...Really?When?I'm

coming.Bye.

HehungupandwalkedbackasRainlookedathim

thenhebentoverandputthebabyinthewalker...



Hope:Ihavetogo.

Rain:You'renotgoing,youjustarrivedyoudidn't

evenspend5minutes.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...

Hope:I'llcomeback,ineedtotakecareof

something.



Rain:You'renotgoing.

Hope:I'mnotdoingthiswithyouRain...

HewalkedtowardsthedoorbutRainblockedhis

wayasherbigbumpstoodbetweenthem...

Rain:Imissyou...I'mlonely..Icouldn'tsleeplast

night.Iknowyouwerenothome...

Hope:Iwashome

Rain:Areyoucheating?

Hope:ThisisexactlywhyIdon'tlikecominghere,

havingtoconstantlyexplainmyself.Ireallyhopeat

therateyou'regoingyou'llgivemeahealthybaby

becauseifyoukeepthisupwedon'tknowwhatwill

happentomydaughterbutI'llneverforgiveyouif

anythinggoeswrong...Andstopsuffocatingme

withquestionseverysecond!

Rain:Iwouldn'tbetalkingoraskingquestionsifyou

weredoingthingsright,younevercomehome.I

haven'tseenyouinweeks..



Hope:Andyetyoudon'tmakeuseofitwhenweare

together,weusethattimetoarguebackandforth.

JustbecauseyouweresleepingwithArthurdoesn't

meanI'mcheating.

Raintearfullylookedathimandsighedasherheart

shuttered..

Rain:Ididn'tcheatonyou...I'venevergivenany

manachancetobewithme.I'veneverkissed

anyoneexceptyou.Youknowme..

Hope:Doi?Youdidn'twantmefor3months,what

happenedinthat3monthsisonlyknownbyyou

andArthur.

Rain:(tearfully)Hope!Youcalledmetoyourhouse

andusedme,youdidn'tevenenjoymybodyyou

evenusedaclosedMissionarypositiononme

showingmeyou'renotsatisfiedwithmyrecovery.I

washurt...IttookmonthstohealbutIfoundoutI'm

pregnant,everyoneislaughingatmeforbeing

pregnantwhileI'mbreastfeeding.Ican'tevengo



outanymore...

Hopeturnedawayandsighedlookingather...

Hope:ThisiswhyIdon'tlikecomingtoyourhouse,

endlessaccusationsandargument.Ihavealotin

mymind,whenicometoahouseiexpectpeace.

Raintookadeepbreathandsighed...

Rain:Ok,I'msorry.I'msorryforallthequestions

andstressicauseyou...Canimakeituptoyou?

Shesteppedoverandputherarmsoverhis

shoulder,hesmelledsogoodsheclosedhereyes

andlayingherheadonhischest.Hepulledupher

chinandFrenchkissedhergoingdownherneck

andgentlycaressedherbigbump.Hisphonerang

andhepausedkissingher..



Hope:(softly)Canipleasego...IpromiseI'llbe

back

Rain:Caniseewhoiscalling?

Hope:Ithoughtwetalkedaboutthis...

Rain:Ok,I'msorry.

Hope:It'sok,justdon'tdoitagain.Let'suseour

timeonusnototherpeopleorthingsyouthinkare

happeningbecauseit'sallinyourhead.Iwashome

lastnightbecauseididn'twanttodealwith

questionsandaccusationsallnight...

Rain:(sighed)Ok...Youcangoandtakecareof

whateveritisthenyoucancometomeandwecan

havetimetogether...

Hebabykissedherandopenedthedoorthenhe

walkedoutdiallingwhoeveritisashegotinthecar

anddroveoff.Sheclosedthedooranddialled

Rere...



Rere:Hello?

Rain:Hi...IknowTsaronaspentanightwithyou

but....Hopewasjusthere,hehadtorush

somewhere.Hewillprobablybebackinlessthan

anhour,doyouthinkyoucanhaveherthewhole

daysoicangiveHopemyundividedattention?I

wantustogoout.

Rere:Ofcoursebabes,Ijustleftwork.Iwenttotalk

tomysuperioraboutleavingtheforce.Iwanttodo

somethingabitmorestablesoicanbethereforthe

baby.

Rain:Ok..Wewilltalklater,I'malittlemessedup

rightnow.Ican'tthink.

Rere:Iunderstand.I'mcomingtogether.

Rain:(smiled)Bye

Shehungupandtookadeepbreathsmilingthen

shesighed...

AtDallasHouse...



MeanwhileEllasatonthebedandmoisturisedher

feetbeforeputtingonhershoes.Shetookouther

son'sbestclothesandanddressedhimasher

phonerang...

Ella:Hello

Hope:What'sup?IwaswithRain

Ella:Ihopeididn'tinterrupt

Hope:It'scool,nekeomanngwagotwekeletse

nagengbutit'sok.

Ella:(laughed)Wheredidyousleep?

Hope:Iwenttothefarmwithmygrandpa

Ella:Ok,

Hope:Meetmeatthemainroadandfollowme.

Ella:Ok,bye

Shepickedthebabyandwalkedinherfather's



room..

AtHope'sotherhouse...

LateronHopedrovethroughthegateandparked

thecar,heunlockedthehouseandwalkedinasElla

followedhim...

Heturnedaroundandtheyhuggedthenheheldher

handastheywalkedaround.

Ella:It'sabeautifulhouse...

Hope:Iknow..

Ellastoppedandsmiledlookingaroundashe

staredatheradmiringly...

Hope:Areyoustillavirgin?



Ella:I'veneverhadsexifthat'swhatyou'reasking

Hope:Whynot?

Ella:Sexisnotreadilyavailableforcommonersmy

Prince...Ihaven'thadtheprivilegeofthinkingabout

such

Hope:Doyoueverpleasureyourself?

Ellalookedawayuncomfortable..Hopestepped

overandlookedinhereyescominganinchaway

fromherlipsashewhispered...

Hope:Doyou?

Ella:No,ioccasionallyfeelthingsdowntherewhen

I'mwatchingromanticmoviesbuticanonlycross

mylegs.

Hopelickedhismiddlefingerandslidhishandin

herpantiesasshegasped,heleanedoverand

kissedherandhishandfilledherpantiesflicking



herclit,hestartedoffslowlyandeventuallyspedup

whenshegasped,shesupportefherselfwithhis

strongarmandslippedonthefloorslowlygoing

down,Hopewentdownwithherslidshakinghis

handsbetweenherlegs.

Shelaidflatonthefloorholdinghishandwithboth

handsasshehelplesslyturnedhereyes,the

pleasurebecameunimaginableashecarriedon

flickingher,heslippedhismiddlefingerinsideher

andwiththatfingertappedsomethingthatgaveher

evenmorepleasure..Hereachedforherpanties

thenhepulledthemout,hekneltbetweenherlegs

andleaneddownengulfingherfleshwithhissoft

lipsandwarmtongue..

Ella:(gasped)AhhhHope!...Hope....Hope..Ah...

Thepleasureincreasedashepressedhismouth

downonherflesh,herbodygotintowhatshe

thoughtwasatrance,toomuchpleasureshe



couldn'tcontrolherbodyassheslitheredand

moanedreleasinginthemostpleasurableway.He

finallyliftedhisheadfrombetweenherlegsand

theireyesmet,hestoodupwithherthongand

slippeditinhispocketsthenhegaveherahand

andshestoodup.

Hope:Whenyou'realoneyoucanflickyourselfuntil

youcum...Nofingersinthereexceptmineormy

dick..

Shegulpedstillthrobbingfromherveryfirst

orgasm,hereyesdroppedtohispantsandshe'd

neverseensuchahugeboneryou'dswearhe'dtear

thepants...butheparkeditproperlyandputhis

handsinthepocketswalkingaroundtheliving

room...

Hope:Whatdoyouthinkoftheplace?



Ellasnappedoutoftheshockandshiftedhereyes

tothebeautifullivingroomextendingtothelounge

anddiningarea...Itlookedlikeapalace...

Ella:It'sbeautiful..

Hope:Myparentslivedinherewhentheywere

expectinghim.Aftermymother'sdeathmyfather

couldn'tbringhimselftostayinheresoheputup

tenantsandboughtanewhousewherehe'dliveas

asinglefatheruntilhewasarrestedandexecuted...

I'mstillwaitingforthecourttorespondaboutthe

money.InthemeantimeChancejuniorcanstayin

here.Hecannotbehomeless...Myfathertaught

methataman'sprideisthestandardoflivinghe

providesforhischildren.

Ellaemotionallylookedathim...Tearsfilledher

eyes...Itfeltlikeanachievementtohavehadachild

withamanofthismindset.Shestilldidn'tknowif

herownfatherknewofherexistencebutherguess

wasifawomanhadherman'ssupportshe'dnever



throwawaythebaby.Ifevertherewasangerforhis

stupiddecisionwhileondrugsshenowhadno

suchthing..

Hope:Canitakeyouonahousetour?

Hestretchedouthiselbowlikeroyaltyandshe

smiledhangingherhandoverhisarmthenthey

walkedtothemasterbedroom..

Hope:Mymotherandfathersharedgoodmemories

inhere...Iguesstheywouldhavemademore

babiesiftheyhadachance.Ihearmymotherwas

verysweetandgentle...Idon'tknowhowshewould

feelabouthavingmorethanonedaughterinlaw

though..

Ella:(chuckled)Idoubtshe'dbeproudofyou..

Hope:Neitherwouldmyfather..Hebelievesin

lovingonewomanbutiunderstandwhy,hewas

neverroyaltysohedidn'tunderstandwhathis



purposeintheroyalbloodlinewas...Aftermy

grandparents'death...MrandMrsMoilwaiwas

takentotheroyalhouse....Lifethereiadifferent...

Womenaremorequiet,wellmanneredandthey

havemuchmorerespect.Iamembarrassedtosay

butmygrandfatherismyrolemodelexceptI'veno

intentiontoabandonanywomanthathascarried

mychild.

Ellatookadeepbreath,Hopeletgoofherhandand

stoodbythewindowlookingoutside...

Hope:Ihavetogo...

Hetookouthiscardandhandedittoher...

Hope:You'llneedmoneytohireamovingtruck,buy

electricityandotherthings.I'llsendyouthepin..



Hewalkedoutandturnedbackatthedoorlooking

ather...

Hope:Don'tforgettoshowerandputonanewpair

ofpanties..

Hesmiledandshechuckledlookingdown

Hope:CallmeifyouorChanceneedanything..

Ella:Thankyou.Assoonastheschoolclosesi

wantajobtosupportmyfather.Mymotheris

divorcingandheisstuckwithme.

Hope:Wewilltalkaboutajobafteryourexams,you

couldassistmeatthepharmacyoratthecompany.

Ella:Thankyou

HewalkedoutandstoppedbyDallascarwhere

Chancewassleepingwithallthewindowsopen,

Ellawalkedoutandstoodnexttohimlookingat



Chance..

Hope:Ididn'tknowyoucamewithhim,don'tever

leavethebabyinthecar,evenifthewindowsare

open...idon'twanttotakechances.

Ella:Ok...ItakehimtoyourparentswhenIstart

movingthings.

Hope:OK...I'llgothereandspendtimewithhimtoo.

Youshouldhavemyhousekeysandtakehimtomy

housesoIcanspendtimewithhimbeforeigosee

theotherkids.

Shenoddedinagreementlookinginhiseyes,how

couldamanbesoadorable...Haveluringeyes,

temptinglipsandagoosebumpscommanding

voice..Hehardlyaskedhejusttoldyouwhatto

do..Watchinghisbodygestureswasheaven..The

wayhestoodwithauthorityandthewayhewalked

too...shewatchedhimgrabthecardoorandgetin

thecar,herolleddownthewindowandlookedat

thetimethenhedrovepastherandsmiled,she



smiledbackandsighedashiscardisappearedout

ofthegate.

Sheturnedaroundandlookedatthehugehouse,

knowingthesentimentalvalueofthisplacemadeit

evenmoreinteresting,shepickedtheheirand

walkedbackinsidethenshecheckedouttheother

roomsandeventuallywenttothebackofthehouse

whereshestoodbythepoolcarryingherbaby.

AtDallasHouse...

MeanwhileDanielwokeupandsatontheedgeof

thebed,helookedattheunfamiliarhouse...He

stoodupandwalkedtothelivingroom...Didthe

guysleavehimwiththemoneyaftereverythingthey

wentthroughtopulloffthisheist..

Hetriedtoopenthedoorbutitwaslocked,he

lookedaroundforthekeysbuttheywerenowhere



tobefound.Hewenttothekitchen,thankGodthere

wasakey,heunlockedthedoorandwalkedout..

Hewalkedoutthegatelookingforhisfriends...

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonRainservedHope'splateand



covereditthenshewalkedinthelivingroomand

satdowneating,shecheckedherphoneand

sighed...Ithadbeenhourssincehesaidhe'dbe

back...

SheclickedonherWhatsAppandtyped...

Rain:Iknowthatwhenicomplainitwillbean

argumentbutI'mverydisappointedthatyousaid

you'dbebackshortlybutyoudidn'tcomeback.I'm

sotiredofbeggingyoutomaketimeforyourfamily.

IpraytoGodthathegivesmetheheartnottocare

becauserightnowI'mhurtingandthereisnothingi

candoexcepttocry.Ifeeltrappedinthis

relationshipbecauselovekeepsmearoundthough

iseethatyounolongerloveme.

Shepausedrereadinghermessagethenshe

deleteditwithoutsendingandputherphonedown.

Everypartofherwantedtocallandfindouthowfar

hewasbutshedidn'twanttofeelthepainofnot



gettinganansweragainorhimtalkingback

negatively.

Shefinishedherfoodthenshewalkedinthe

bedroomandtookoutherbaby'sclothes,she

smiledtearfullyandsmelledthem,asmuchasit

wasn'texcitingtofindoutsheispregnantshestill

couldn'twaittoseeherbaby.

Sheputthembackinherhospitalbagandlaidon

thebedwatchingamovie,5minutesintothemovie

shehadtemporarilyforgottenabouthimnot

coming.Shewatchedthemovieuntilitendedthen

shefellasleep...

Hourslatershegotupandcheckedthetime,this

timeshehadacceptedthathewon'tbecomingso

shedialledRere...

Rere:Hello?



Rain:Hi,youcanbringbackthebaby.

Rere:Didhecome?

Rain:No,

Rere:Icantalktohimtocometherethoughitsmy

turn.

Rain:Youknowhedoesn'tlikeitwhenwetradehim

likethatwithoutaskinghim.

Rere:Hedoesn'thaveachoiceakereheistheone

notstickingtotheagreement.

Rain:Lethimbewhereheishappy.I'lltakethings

onehouratatime...I'vefoundcomfortinmovies.

FromhereI'llbewatchingdiseriesonNetflixsoI

canhavesomethingtolookforwardtomyalone

time.

Rere:Ok,wearecoming.

Rain:Bye..

Shehungupandclickedonaseriesstartingwith

thefirstepisode.HalfwaythroughHopewalkedin



thebedroomandsatontheedgeofthebedthenhe

leanedoverkissingher,heFrenchkissedherwhile

kickingdownhisshoesandgotontopofher.

Shewasn'tgoingtoaskhimwherehehadbeen,he

turnedheraroundandgentlyrubbedthebump

beforeliftingherbuttforapenetration.

Rain:Wait...

Shepulledthedrawersandhandedhimacondom..

Hope:Whyshouldiwearacondom?

Rain:Incase..

Hope:Incasewhat?

Rain:Therearethreepeopleonmysexchain.I

don'tknowwheretheotheroneishalfthetime.



Helaidonhisbackandrolleditonthenheturnedto

her,liftedherbuttandpushedinasshegasped.

Sheclosedhereyesholdingthepillowtightlyas

shefelthismeatgoallthewayinsideherforthe

firsttimeinthelast5months...Everythrustcarried

somuchpleasureshestuckherbuttout,heheld

herthighscloserandbegunthrustingthenhis

phonerang.Shehadhopedhe'dignoreitbuthe

pausedinstillinsideherandpicked.

Hope:Hello?

Thistimethehousewasquietandshecouldhear

therewasawomanontheotherendanditwasn't

Rere.Shecouldn'thearexactlywhatshewas

sayingbutitwasawoman.

Hope:Haveyouaskedtheneighbours?...Ok,I'm

coming.



HehungupandpulledoutasRainlaidtherewith

herhandoverherbump.

Hope:Thereisanemergency,Hakeemneedshelp

withsomething..

Sheturnedaroundandfacedhimlayingonherside

lookingathimashepulledoutthecondomandput

onhispants.

Heputonhisshoeswaitingforherlecturersor

harassmentabouthowheisnotleavingbutshe

justquietlywatchedhim.Hegrabbedhisphoneand

keysthenhestoodupandlookeddownatherwhile

shestilllaidthere...

Hope:Iknowihaven'tbeenseeingyoualotlately

butI'llmakeituptoyou.Ihavealotgoingonright

now.



Rain:Ok,mphaphoneyamekeeo.

Hepickedherphoneandhandedittoherthenshe

clickedonherseriesandcarriedonwatchingwhile

hestoodthere.

Hope:I'llseeyoutomorrow...

Rain:Ok

HewalkedoutandclosedthemaindoorasRere

pulledover,hegotinthecarandclosedthedooras

shestoppedbycarryingherstepdaughter.

Rere:Kooreyoujustarrivedibilewatswa?

Hope:Gonemmewhymustyouquestionmewhen

it'snotyourturn?Whatifihaveanagreementwith

Rain?

Rere:WhatagreementHopeoletsenageng?



Hope:Iwasatthefarmwithmygrandfather

Rere:Sowhydidn'tyouanswerthephonesowe

canhearthecowsinthebackgroundleditloko?

Gonejaanaoyakae?

Hope:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Rere:Whyareyoudoingthis??I'mtheonewho

shouldbeaskingyouthisquestion

Hope:Soyou'regoingtoarguewithmeinfrontof

ourchildren?

Rere:Don'tactlikeyoucareaboutthesechildren

becauseyoudon't,you'reungratefulHope.Idon't

understandwhyyourlittlemindmakesyouthinki

willbeOKwiththisjustbecauseyoucometomeon

time,ifyou'recheatingonRainyou'recheatingon

meibileobuamaaka,youweren'tatthefarm.

Mphakey,you'renotleaving...

Hopestaggeredbackandputhisarmbehindhis

backasReretriedtogetthecarkeys..



Hope:You'lldropmydaughter.

ThebabystartedcryingthenLarajoinedincrying

sittingonthecarseat.Rainsteppedoutpushing

herhugebump...

Rain:What'sgoingon?

Rere:Raincomegetthekids,Hopeisnotleaving.

Rain:Agirlcalledhim

Rere:Awhat?

Hope:IwastalkingtoHakeem

Rain:MphakeyyakoloiHope...Raintsayabana

obabeyekontungthemma.

RaingotherdaughterandcamebackforRain's

daughterasHopewalkedbackwardsaroundthecar

withRerefollowingher.



Rere:Hopewheredidyousleeplastnight?

Hope:Shouldicallmygransoyoucantalktohim?

Rere:Idon'twanttotalktoyourlyinggranbecause

youknowverywellhesupportsyourbehaviour.

Rainclosedthedoorandsteppedoutlookingat

them..

Rain:Mmentsealeleditswekengwanyana..

Rere:(pickedabrick)Goboilthewater,Hopeware

twaelawaitse..

RainquicklywalkedbackinthehouseasHope

threwthekeysovertoRere...

Hope:Canwejusttalkaboutthiswithoutdrama...

Rere:Iwantedtotalkbutyouwantedtoleave,



Rainwalkedoverandstoodnexttoher..

Rain:Sowheredidyousleeplastnight?

Rere:Thetruth!

Hope:Iwasatthefarm,I'mtellingyouthetruth.I

evenhavepicturesofmyselfatthekraal..Mygran

tookmetothefamilytraditionaldoctorbecauseI'm

supposedtotakeoverandtheybelieveitsthemost

dangeroustransitionbecausemyuncleswere

readytotakeover.

Hetookouthisphoneandclickedonthegallery

thenhemovedthephoneontheirfaces,Raintried

togetthephoneandheretreated.

Rere:TisaphoneHope

Rain:Iwanttoseewhohewastalkingto,idon't

careabouttheroyalwitchcraft.

Hope:I'mnotgivingyoumyphone.



Rain:Letmecheckthekettle,I'msurethewaterhas

boiled,

Shewalkedtothegateandlockedthepadlock..

Rain:Lockingthegateincasehetriestorun

Rere:Nkammayastockbrickmoskotengthemma

RaingotinthehouseasRerewalkedovertohim.

Rere:TisaphoneorelseI'mbreakingthiswindow

nnagaketshosetsekeadira.

Hope:Ifyoubreakityou'rebuyingit..

Shebitherlowerlipandcrushedthedriver's

windowasHope'sheartpounded,Rainwalkedout

holdingaknifeandacattleofboilingwaterasthe

steamswirledthroughthespout.



Rere:Givemethekettlewenaokannawamohosa

kaone

Rainhandedherthekettlethenshebentover

slashinghistyre.

Hope:Hereisthephone...Kopaolesegosenya

koloiyame.Thosearefirestonetyres...

Rere:Unlockit..

Theygotthephoneandwentthroughhisphone,.

Rain:It'sElla...Sheistheonehewastalkingto,

evenlastnight

Rerewenttohispicturesandfoundhispictures

withthedaughtersandElla'sbaby,insomepictures



hisgrandparentswereevenplayingwithElla'sbaby.

Rere:WhyareyoutakingpictureswithHakeem's

baby?

Rain:It'snotHakeem'sbaby...Lookatthisboy,he

isnotcoloured.Thismouthandlipslethogoe

nkarebusyamarcopolo.

Rere:Soitwasalie..Rememberwhenwefound

EllahidinginhishouseandHakeemwalelope

cameandsaiditshisbaby?

Rereturnedlookingathimholdingthekettleofhot

water...

Rere:IfyoulietomeI'msplashingyouwiththis

water,andimeanittoo.

Hope:Wheniwasstillondrugs-



Rain:(chuckled)Therewego...

Hope:IwasfrustratedthatuncleDallaswouldn't

signformesoigotmysperminasyringeandputit

Ellajusttobreaktheirfamily.Iknewiwouldn'tbe

suspectedandshewouldn'tknowthefather.The

revengewasgoinggooduntilistoppedtaking

drugsandsobered,iknewihadtotake

responsibilityformychildbutDallasrejectedme

andiwastoldtostayaway.Ididasiwastoldand

focusedonyou.NowauntThutosoldtheirhouse

andeverything,myuncleandEllatogetherwithmy

sonarehomelesssoigavethemmymother's

housetostayintemporarily.I'msorry..

Rain:Youwantustobelieveyoumadeababy

throughasyringe?Withthesamegirlwholiedto

ourfacesrelebatonamogoeneabeabuamaaka?

Rerewentthroughhismessagesandreadtheir

flirtymessages..



Rere:Nnyammebajanethemma,bona

Rainclickedonthemessagesandread,Rerespilled

thewaterandshookherhead.

Rere:Thankyouforyourhonesty,iamdonewith

you.Ifyoucometomyhouseiwillshootyou

withouthesitation.

ShewalkedinthehouseasRainhandedhimthe

phone..

Rain:Congratulationsontheheir,atleastyour

ancestorsarehappy.YakogoEllamothowa

modimo,I'moutofthismadness.

Shewalkedbackinthehouse,Hopeopenedthe

bootandtookoutasparewheelthenhechanged



thetyres.Rainwalkedpasthimandunlockedthe

gatethenshewenttothehousewithoutsaying

anything.Theyclearlywantedhimtobegthemand

cryforthem,buthehonestlydidn'tgivefuck...They

justmisbehavedandhewasn'tgoingtobethefirst

totalktothem,they'dhavetocallandapologise

thoroughlyforharassinghim.Itwasonlyamatter

oftimebeforetheycalledhimforameetingacting

remorseful.Theylovedhimthatmuch,withhiskids

blockingotherguystheywouldcomearound.No

manwouldwantabreastfeedingwomananyways.

Heputthetorntyreintjebackandclosedtheboot

thenhegrabbedatowelatthebackandsweptout

theglassesofthewindow.Hegotinthecarand

droveoffdiallingElla...

Ella:Hello?

Hope:(smiled)Hey,I'monmyway..

Ella:Ok,I'mwalkingbesidestheroad,gatwehewas

walkingalongtheroad.



Hope:Ok,bye

Hehungupandjoinedtheroad.

AtRain'sHouse...

MeanwhileRainhandedRereacleandiaperthen

shechangedherdaughter..

Rain:Whatifheisgoingtothepolicetoreportus?

I'mgettingscared.

Rere:Thenwereporthimfordefilementaye

toronkong.NkalapakeHope...Ibethethinkswe

arestupidbecauseweagreedtosharehimwhich

wasverystupidthemoreithinkaboutit.Gaayago

ripota,heisgoingtosleepwithElla

Rainsatonthecouchstaringintospacetryingto

observesomething,Rerelookedatherholdinga



dirtydiaper...

Rere:What?

Rain:Thebabyishere

Rere:(smiled)Serious?

Rain:(nodded)Yes..

Rereputdownherdaughterandtheywalkedtothe

bedroomwhilethegirlsplayedonthecarpet,she

tookoutherbabybagwhileReregrabbedher

chargerandotherimportantthings.

Rere:Dintsengjang?Gadifastakere?

Rain:No,they'rejuststarting.

Rere:Ok,wewilldropoffthekidsatmy

grandmother'sthenheadtothehospital.(laughed)

gasehoodithabiditsilewenayoneolelaoreotlou

emanglebaka.



Theylaughedassheputhermedicalcardinthe

bag,

Rere:Tellyourmanhisdaughterisabouttobeborn.

Rain:Wantekelanemma?

Rere:(laughed)I'mjustsaying

Rain:Kemonnawagagoakereherespectedyou.

Rere:Waii,butiknowyou'llgobacktohim.Iwon't

judgeyouifyougobackakereyou'rethe"heisthe

onlymaniknow".IknowthetypesofHopethat

makeyouhateotherwomen...

Rain:Butthereisnogoingback,kanaosomotse

dickmmasantsekejamonateibilekehaarewa

tsamaya.Leftmekanopaebothoko.

Rere:Letmecheckthosegirls,thewaytheyquiet

they'remessingsomething...

Rerewalkedinthelivingroomandpausedlooking



atthegirlswithwhitebodylotionallovertheirbuns

andfaces..

Rere:Heilona!

Theydroppedthelidandthecontainerandcrawled

behindthecouchlaughing.

Rere:(laughed)Ketooleshapakamarama,nxla!

Sheclosedthelotionandrubbedthemcleanthen

shecarriedthembothtotjecar..

Rere:Thesegirlsaregettingheavy..

Rain:You'reasoldieryoushouldmanage

Rere:(laughed)Kantewenakeeng,mxm

Theylaughedgettinginthecar,Rereadjustedthe



seatforRainassheleanedback.

Rere:Isitstress?

Rain:Notreally,maybeifitwaslastnighteebut

gonejaanaihadacceptedgoreheisgoneandi

waswatchingmyseries.

Rere:Wewilldothisok?

Rain:Yeah...Mymothersaysthistimeshewon't

getleave.Shesaysthehospitalisbusybutiknow

itsbecausesheisboredbymychoiceofman..Gaa

rateHope.

Rere:It'sok,I'llhelpyou.

Rain:Thanks..

Rereclosedthewindowsofthehouseandlocked

upthenshedroveoutthegate..

Ontheroad...



LateronHopeandElladrovealongtheroadlooking

forDallas,Ellaspottedhimandpointed...

Ella:Heisoverthere!

Theydrovetowardshim,Ellasteppedoutand

walkedovertohim.

Ella:Papa?

Dallas:What?

Ella:I'mElla...I'myourdaughter...Youhave

dementia...Youforgetsomeofthethingsattimes..

Dallas'seyesshiftedtoHope...

Dallas:Chance?WhydoyoulooklikeChance?

Hope:I'mhisson...Chanceislate.Hediedyears



ago.Hewasexecuted..

Dallas'sheartshutteredashelookedatthem,he

lookedathimselfandyestheseyoungpeoplewere

probablyrightbecausehedidn'tlookyounger

himself.

Dallas:Whathappenedtohim?

Hope:Let'sgetinthecar..

TheygotinthecarasDallassatinthebackand

lookedathisring...

Dallas:WhathappenedtoChance?

Hope:Youkilledagaythatwastauntingyou,

Chancehelpedyouburrythebody.Whenyoutwo

gotarrestedyouendedupsayingitsChance,he

didn'tsellyououtsomostevidencepointedtohim

andhewasexecuted,hehadforgivenyoubeforehe



wasexecuted.

Dallas:(tearfully)Soikilledmybestfriend?(tears

burnedhiseyes)AreyousureChanceisdead?

Hope:Heisdead...

Dallastriedtoholdhistearsbuthisthroathurtand

hiseyesburnedasheleaneddownsilentlycrying.

Dallas:Iseearingonmyfinger,amimarried?

Ella:You'regettingdivorced...You'reseparated

fromyourwife.

Dallas:Didiloveher?Idon'trememberher,i

rememberChance

Hope:Youlovedherandsheusedtoloveyoutoo

butyoucouldn'tgiveherchildrensosheleft.Sheis

nowpregnantfromanotherman..

Dallas:Ican'tbelieveibetrayedmyfriend...Cani

seehisgrave?

Hope:Nooneisallowedtovisitthegravesofthe



condemned.Hisbodybelongstoth3stateevenin

deathsowewillnevergettheclosureweneed.

HerubbedhiseyesindisbelieflookingatHope,the

wayhelookedandsoundedlikeChancehewas

tellingthetruthandthetruthwasunbearable,he

lookedoutsidethecarandfrownedastears

dropped...

THREEMONTHSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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Attheairport...

Hopewalkedupanddowncarryinghisboy,baby

Chancegrabbedhisfather'snecklaceplayingwithit

asHopeturnedaroundtohisunclewalkingover...

Katlosmiledapproachingcarryingabigbackpack,

Hopesmiledandhurriedoverthentheybumped

shoulders.KatlopickedChanceandsmiled

proudly...

Katlo:Nowthisiswhatwecallphotocopy...(looked

around)Wherearethegirls?

Hopestoppedsmilingandlookeddown,Katlo's

smiledissolvedashelookedathim..

Katlo:What'sgoingon?



Hope:Wearenottogetheranymore,iwasafraidto

tellyoubecauseiknewyou'dbeangrywithme.

Katlo:Angrywithyouforleavingawomanyoudon't

love?No,I'dneverdothat.I'mjustaskingaboutthe

girls...Asinyourdaughters.

Hope:Ohthat...

Katlo:Yesthat...Wherearethey?

Hope:It'salongstory...

Katlo:It'sagoodthingwehaveenoughtime...Tell

meaboutit.

Heturnedaroundandtheywalkedoutofthe

buildingastheglassdoorsslidopen...

Hope:Themother'sandihadanargumentandwe

justnevertalkedsincethen

Katlo:Kanathatwas3monthsagowhenyousaid

yourbabymama'sharassedyou.

Hope:Yeah,ididn'twanttotalktothembecausei



feeltheyowemeanapologyfortheharassment

andvandalismofmycar.

Katlo:Soyouhaven'tseenyourlastbornyet?

Hope:No

Katlo:Doyousupportthechildrenmmegone?

Hope:Uncleofcauseisupportthechildren,why

wouldn'ti?

Katlo:Withhowmuch?

Hope:Larawith2k,TsaronaandTsotlhe4K.

Katlo:HowmuchdoesChancegetpermonth?

Hope:Whyareyouasking?

Katlo:HowmuchdoyougiveElla?

Hope:Ellaisabouttofinishschool,whensheis

doneshe'lltakeovertakingcareoftheirexpenses

butI'mcurrentlyhelpingmyuncle..

Katlo:Answerme..HowmuchdoyougiveEllaper

month?

Hope:KanaitsnotaboutElla...I'mnotevenseeing



her...It'saboutmyuncle.

Katlo:Don'tbullshitmebecausewebothknowyou

don'tlikeDallasnotevenalittle..

Hope:Heissick,hehasdementiaandeverytimehe

remembershislifefromwaybackhemissespapa

thenwehavetotellhimwhathappens,hecries

almosteveryday.Itsnotagoodlife...

Katlo:Youstillhaven'ttoldmehowmuchyougive

Chance

Hope:KanaitslikeistaywithChancebecauseI'm

alwaysattheirhousesowhenwethinkof

somethingorifsomethingfinisheswejustbuy.

NnaakebuisanelebommagwebalesoIdon't

knowifI'mgivingthemenoughornot.Ifitwasn't

enoughtheywouldhavetoldmetoincreasethe

moneygapennakanaI'mnotasrichaspeople

thinkiam.Iamstillfightingtogetmymoneyand

thecourtisyettogivemeandanswer.

Katlo:Akerewaitsegoreyoushouldupdatethe

papersandaddthelittleone?That250Kshouldbe

dividedamongst4childrennow,soRainshouldget



somethinglike125Kwhiletheotherbabymamas

getma62pointsomethingifI'mcalculatingitright.

Didyouupdatethepapers?

Hope:No

Katlo:Ireallyhopethatmoneygoestotheirrightful

owners,skabechakamadiabana,itseemslike

you'veadoptedawholenewfamilythatallyour

moneyisgoingto.Dallashadhismoney,he

shouldn'tbeenjoyingmybrother'smoneynow.Ella

shouldbeaskingforlegaladviceinsteadofgogo

thakathakanyathogolejolaolebalabanaba

bangwe.

TheygotinthecarasKatloangrilylookedathim...

Katlo:Yougrewupwithoutaclosefamilyithought

you'llbeclosetoyourchildren.Iamvery

disappointedthatafterallmyhardworkofraising

you...Theminuteileavethecountryandliveabroad

youturnedintoajunkie,knockedup3girlsinone

month...LediSTDgaoditshabesematakewena.



TheRoyalfamilydidn'traiseyouHope,youhaveno

excuseforbehavinglikeamanfromthesefucked

uptraditions.Mybrotherraisedyouwell.Itookyou

whenyouwereateenagerandifyoudidn'tactup

asateenageryoucertainlyshouldn'tnow.Iknow

thatthosepeoplearecorruptingyourmindinto

thinkingaboychildismoreimportantthanagirl

childbutthosegirlsareyourblood...You'reslowly

actinglikeyourgrandfather,ican'tbelieveyouused

tothinkhewascrazyandnowyou'rebuddiesand

heisyourrolemodel.WhenIwastalkingtoyou

beforeyousoundedlikeyoulovedyourchildren

equally...Thosegirlsareyourbloodibilethereisno

needforDNAbecausewecanallseeyouinthem.

They'regoingtogrowupwithfatherissuesand

everymanoutthereisgoingtousethemincluding

yourfriends.OnedayHakeemwillbesleepingwith

Tsaronabecauseshe'dbelookingforthatfatherly

attentionshenevergotgrowingup.

Hopeturnedoffthecarandleanedback

regrettably...



Katlo:Takemonthsorevenyearswithoutchecking

onyourdaughtersyou'llonedayseethemwith

anothermancallinghimdaddyelehappyfamily.

Thosewomenwillgetmarriedandnottellyoua

thingotaithelabanabagagobailemanyalong.

Somemenarenotafraidgoetsayalenamane...

Theydon'tevenaskawomantoleavethechild

behindwhentheymarry,theyjusttakeeverything...

Mathakaamangweakgonagonyalamosadiwa

banabale2or3andevengetthosechildrenand

livewiththemliketheirsibileifyourchildrenare

raisedwelltheywilllovethatguymorethanyou.

TheywillcallyouHopeabebabitsastepfather

daddykanapapa,thedayyouseeapictureof

anothermanholdingyourbabyoravideoof

anothermanplayingwithyourchildthenyou'll

knowthemeaningofdlevu.Statakoloiretsamae

kwa,mxm!

HestartedthecaranddroveoutasKatloangrily

lookedoutsidethewindow.



Katlo:I'msodisappointedinyou..Myheartis

literallybreaking...(tearfullylookedathim)Wabona

gorekeitshekiledikeledi?

Hope:(lookedinhiseyesandkeptdriving)Yes..

Katlo:It'sbecausemybigbrotherisnothappy.He

isturninginhisgrave.I'vefailedhim...Royalfamily

ebataoyatengolestrongmindedbecausethey're

oldpeople.Nodisrespectbutmostofthetimethey

speakshitandactlikepeopleinthe60's.They

knownothingaboutrespectingtheirwomenorgirl

children...Ithoughtmaybeyou'dbring

developmentsandteachthemotherwise,show

peopleanewandadvancedwayonecanberoyal

withoutactuallydisrespectingwomenorbeingyour

daughter'sfirstheartbreaker.

Minuteslaterhedroveintothegarage,hegrabbed

hisuncle'sbagandwalkedinthehouseasKatlo

followedhimplayingwithChance.



Katlo:GivemeRainandRere'snumberssoicango

collectmyniecesandtakethemforicecream

tomorrow.

Hope:I'llsendthem.

Hewalkedinthespareroomandputhisuncle's

bagonthechair,Katlosatonthebedandput

Chancedownashestoodbyplayingsupporting

himselfwiththebed...

AtRere'sgrandmother's...

LaterthatduskRere'swhitesneakersteppedoutof

thecarandlandedonthegroundbeforeherwhole

bodygotout,shefixedhertightjeansasthey

packedherroundassandhipsthenshefixedher

croptopandputonhersummercardigantoavoida

longlecturefromhergrandmother..

Sheopenedthebackdoorandtookherdaughter



outofthecarthenshegrabbedthebabybagand

walkedinthehouse,hergrandmothersmiledand

openedherarmssmiling..

Her:Mamagwesheotsile!

Pilaralaughedexcitedlyasshesatonhergran's

lap..

Gran:Whereareyougoingsmellingthisgood?

Rere:(laughed)MmamaI'mgoingtoababy

shower...

Gran:Skajelangwanayoomonnye..{Don'tget

involvedwithmenitwillaffectthebaby}

Rere:(laughed)I'mnotbreastfeedingakere

Gran:Ifanymanputshishandsonyouoryousleep

withanyonewhoisn'therfathershewilllosethisfit

bodyandgetsick.

Rere:(laughed)Eemma...



Rereputdownthebagandwalkedtowardsthedoor

asLaravsfaceturned..

Rere:MonyanaI'mgoingtogetyourdrink...

Gran:Lelangwanangwanakaanne{crymygirlso

shecanstay)

Rerewalkedbackandliftedherthenshewalkedin

thekitchencarryingherandpretendedtodrink

water,shegavehertheglasstodrinkandputher

onhergran'slapthenshewalkedinthekitchen

wheresheopenedthebackdoorslowlyandranout.

Shejumpedinthecaranddroveoff....

AtRain'sHouse...



MeanwhileRain'snannystoodatthedoorcarrying

thebabywhileTsaronaplayedonthebed.She

smiledadmiringRainasshestoodupandlookedat

herselfonthemirror...

Rain:Bathongdoilookgood?

Nanny:Youlookhot!(laughed)It'sthehairforme

andthecleavage...

Rain:(smiled)Mmegoneilookhot...thisJeannkare

istootight

Nanny:WhenawomanwearsaJeansheis

supposedtojumpandkick,aslongasyoukicked

andjumpedoshap..

TheylaughedasRereparkedoutsideplaying

MalomeVector'sMangoaneloudly.Shestoodup

excitedlyandgrabbedherpurse..

Rain:I'veneverbeenoutatnight...Kelanthakeya

mozobozobo...ThewayMaunisbuzzingabout



tonight'sshow.

Nanny:(laughed)Waityou'veneverbeenoutat

night?

Rain:No,Hopedidn'tallowmetoattendpartiesand

musicfestivalsorshows.Kileankganelagoyako

Makhadzimmanyanaeneabeatsamayale

Hakeem.(laughed)Nkileabekehemilewaitse,ke

ipotsamosimaneothogonkarebusnnea

ntsamaelakasetharesehe..

Theylaughedassheleanedoverandkissedher

daughters.Shesteppedoutandclosedthedooras

Reresteppedoutofthecardancingholdingabottle

ofSavanna...

Rere:(singingalong)

Ketsoarengoanodessmangoane

Uhlahaoverseasmangoane

Ubuaskhooajwalokamakhooa



hervoicesocheesymangoane

Tsoangtsoang,lebone

Ngoanautsoanaledinaledi

Tsoangtsoang,lebone

Ngoanautsoanaledinaledi

Sheturnedarounddancingputtingthebottleonher

head,Rainlaughedcatchingthemoodasshe

shookherbumtothebeat...

Rain:(singingalong)

Aoououou,Auwelele...

Aoououou,Auauwelele..

Rere:Youdon'tdrinkakere?You'rethedriver...I

wanttodrinkinpeace.

Rain:(laughed)Whosaysidon'tdrink?ButIwill

drivewenaohypergapeyouhavearoadrage



syndrome.

TheygotinthecarasRereleanedinthebackand

grabbedanotherbottleinthecoolerbox...

Rain:Dowehaveourcampchairs?

Rere:Reso ..Campchairs?check!Coolerbox?

Check!AndmypinkhubbybubblyesaleHopeae

nkomanyetsaalerete...Ican'tbelievethisguy

turnedmeintoahousewifelegonnyalaasannyala

waitserenalegoitowaboRere.Skwatahelase

tshwanalennasetewakeHopegoregaoyekoo

abekenna.

Rain:(laughed)Boloithemma!

ThenextsongplayedstillfromMalomevectorRere

pickedhersavannahandkisseditdancingsitting

onthepassengerseat..



Rere:(singingalong)

Hakerobalebosihumysavannahmynunu

Keoratalehofetaskupu

Mybabymynunu

Hakerobalebosihumysavannahmynunu

Keoratalehofetaskupu

Mybabymynunu!

Theystoppedatthetrafficlightsjoiningalong

queueofcars,theydancedclappinghandslostin

themusicasaGD6stoppedbesidesthemwithtwo

gentlemenwhorolleddownthewindowandlooked

atthemcatchingtheircontagiousexcitement,the

drivertookasipfromhisglassandputitdown

smiling...

Driver:Whereareyougoing?

Rere:Lunar...butwearegoingtobuyiceblocksfor

ourcoolerboxfirst.



Passenger:Ohgood,wearegoingthere.

Driver:(smiled)harobotoebulaoeeme2seconds

soicanchangethelanes,letaresalamoragoto

thefillingstationforicecubesthenwewilldriveto

Lunar.

Rere:Cool...

ThedriverlookedatRainandsmiledadmiringly,

shesmiledbackandshruggedhershoulderswhile

thepassengerraisedhisbeerbottletoRere,she

smiledandraisedhers.Thegreenlightpopped,

RaindelayedandtheGD6ledthewaythenshe

steppedontheacceleratorandfollowedhimas

theysangalong...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthatnightHopeknockedonhisuncle'sdoor

andwalkedincarryingChance..

Hope:I'mtakinghimhome.

Katlo:Ok,getthehousekeys.I'mgettingsome

sleep.Won'tbeabletoopenforyou.Ihadalong

flight,tomorrowmorningI'mgoingtothegravesto

cleanthemandsweeptheirtombstones.

Hope:I'lljoinyou..

Katlo:Sure.Goodnight..

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedout,Heputhisson



onthecarseatanddroveout....

AtElla'sHouse...

MeanwhileEllawalkedinthekitchentalkingtoher

friend...

Ella:(laughed)Ican'tgoout,Hopesayshedoesn't

likeawomanwhodrinksorgoesoutatnight.

Summer:(noisybackground)Areyouseriousright

now?Weliterallyfinishedwritingourfinalexams

whatareyouholdingbackfor?!Girlit'sgoingdown

inLunar...

Ella:(smiledtempted)HowIwishIcould

come....butiknowHopewon'tagree.Hewillbe

turnedoffifhefindsoutI'meveninterestedin

goingout.Hesaysgirlswhodrinkorgooutatnight

kemabelete

Summer:Akerehedoesn'tsleepthere,whynot

sneakoutandcome?Mmait'ssoniceinhere...



Waitsegagonamanyora...It'saclassyplace...The

richandthebigboyschillhere...Youwon'tfind

anyonekaspotitryingtosnatchyourphone.The

mmatakwanomma?Pleaaaaase...

Ella:(reluctantly)Summer

Summer:Canyouforoncestopbeingtoo

holy...you'renotyetthequeenyouknow,oncehe

takesoverandsitsonthethroneitwillbehardto

behavelikeyouragemates.Elderswhostillrespect

dilotsaroyaltywillhavehighexpectationsfromyou,

plusthemediawilljudgeyou...Thisisyouronly

chancetoexperiencethefun.

Ella:Fine...HeisbringingthebabysoI'llwaitfor

himtoleavethenI'll...Idon'thaveababysitter!I

can'tleavehimwithmyfather.

Summer:Drophimoffatmyhouse,ourbabysitter

isworkingovertimeforaweekend.Overtimeya

gagweisP250pernightchildrenover6monthsand

lessthanayearakereolalaaamusalebotele

bosigo.

Ella:Thenwearesettled.(lightsbrightenedthe



windows)Greatheishere...Sharp...

Shehungupandsmiledwalkingoutofthekitchen,

sheopenedthedoorforHopeandhewalkedin.He

puthisarmaroundherwaistkissingher..

Hope:Hey

Ella:Hi...Thoughtyou'llsleepwithhimlike

yesterday

Hope:UncleandhislecturesspoiledmymoodsoI

thinkI'llsleepoverheretonight.

Ella:(sadly)Really?(smiled)Imean...OK...Letme

bringyourfood...

Hopesatonthecouchandsighedtakingoffhis

shoes..

Hope:Whereisuncle?



Ella:Sleeping,hismedicationkeepshimdown.

ShewalkedinthekitchenthenHope'sphonerang...

Hope:Yeah

Hakeem:(noisybackground)Whereareyou?

Hope:Home,why?

Hakeem:I'mlookingatRainrightnowchillingwith

someguysbaGD6...LeRereishere...

Hope:Raindoesn'tgoout.Itsnother.

Hakeem:KareI'mlookingatRainibileosexy,kante

daedeeosexyjaana?

Hestoodupandwalkedoutsiderubbinghishead...

Hope:Areyousureit'sRain?KanaRainke

motsetse...Ourdaughteristooyoungforhertobe

out.AlsoRainisnotthetypetogoout...Maybewa



motshwantshanya.(laughed)Uh,gapewayaka

monna,you'retryingtogetmetocomethere

becauseisaidI'mnotcoming

Hakeem:(laughed)I'mnotlying...keagotsamaela

laiteaka!

Hope:(laughed)Otaanyela,don'tplaylikethat.

Hakeem:(laughed)I'mnotlyingtherra!Ifyoudon't

believemetheseguysbagohitholakaRainleRere.

Hope:(laughed)Wayakawena!

Hakeem:TsenakoWhatsAppee

HehungupandclickedonWhatsAppwaiting,afew

minutespassedthentwopicturesofRainsittingon

someguy'slaploaded,twomoreofRereand

anotherguydancingloaded.Hegulpedanddialled

Hakeem...

Hakeem:Hello?

Hope:Keepaneyeonthem,I'mcoming.IhopeRain



won'ttryrunningsoshecanexplainwhatsheis

doingtherewhensheshouldbebreastfeeding,both

ofourkidsareunder1andsheisalreadysleeping

aroundleavinga3monthsoldinthehouse....Ican't

believeRereisteachingherbofebeandshecan't

seeit...OsenngwakeRere,keeneamorutangbo

rebelebecauseRainisnotthatkind.Rainhankea

ganakasex,shedoesn'tknowhowhurtanother

personifthatguyamorapelawagomoneelakuku

kana..

Hakeem:They'rebusylaiteaka,jaakaoitsegore

flingyanightoutejwang,kganteletheywenttothe

toiletandtheguycarriedRainonhisbackba

tshegahoo.

Hope:AllforaGD6?KanaGD6gasesepehela...I

cangetitwhenmymoneycomesin.Mightnoteven

behis,maybeheborroweditbecausetheyknow

girlsmeasureyourpocketwithaGD6...Whichis

noteventhemostexpensivecar.

Hakeem:Theseguysaredrivingthenewmodel,ya

500K.



Hope:Eitherwaymightbefromaloan..Kantewhy

Rainadirathis?doesn'tevensuither.Sheshould

beinthehousewheresheissafe.(tookdeepbreath

andsighed)Goshapo,I'mcoming.Keepaneyeon

them.

Hakeem:Sure

Hehungupandwalkedbackinthehouse...

Hope:I'mgoingbackhometosleep.IforgotIhave

somepaperstogothrough.

Ella:(smiled)OK,goodnight..

Hewalkedoutanddroveoff,Ellahurriedtothe

bedroomandchangedherclothesthenshegotthe

babyandputherinherfather'scaranddroveoff.

AtLunar....



LateronHopewalkedthecrowddiallingHakeem,

Hakeemsteppedoutofthecrowdandwavedhim

overwithabottleofbeer.

Hope:Wherearethey?

Hakeem:Thisside...

Theywalkedalongthelawnheadingtoaspot

whereafewcoupleswerechillingoncampchairs

watchingthestagefromadistance.Hope'sheart

poundedashespottedRereandanotherguy

dancingbutitpoundedevenmoreashecame

closerandrecognisedRainsittingonanotherman's

lapfacinghimwiththeirforeheadsstucktogether

astheychattedandgiggled...

Hestoppedandlookedather,Rainturnedlooking

athim...

*

*



*

*

*
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AtLunar....

LateronHopewalkedthecrowddiallingHakeem,

Hakeemsteppedoutofthecrowdandwavedhim

overwithabottleofbeer.

Hope:Wherearethey?

Hakeem:Thisside...

Theywalkedalongthelawnheadingtoaspot

whereafewcoupleswerechillingoncampchairs



watchingthestagefromadistance.Hope'sheart

poundedashespottedRereandanotherguy

dancingbutitpoundedevenmoreashecame

closerandrecognisedRainsittingonanotherman's

lapfacinghimwiththeirforeheadsstucktogether

astheychattedandgiggled...

Hestoppedandlookedather,Rainturnedlooking

athimandturnedherheaddowntotheguy'sneck

likeshedidn'tseehimstandingthere.Unawareof

what'sgoingontheguyreachedforRain'sneckand

tiltedhisheadkissingherbeforeholdingherwaist

withbothhandsastheytalked...

Hopestoodtherelookingatherandgulped,theguy

pickedthebottleandtookasipbeforetryingtokiss

heragainbutHopewalkedover...

Hope:Hi,canwetalk?



Theguyonthechairturnedhisfaceuplookingat

himstillholdingRainonhislap.

Him:Doyouknowhim?

Rain:Kindof

Shegotupandpulleddownhertopbeforefinishing

herjuice...

Him:Don'tbeoutofmysightpleaseortellmeif

you'releaving.

Rain:Alright..

Theguyturnedaroundlookingatthemasthey

stoodaside.

Rainpulleddownhertopandsighedlookingat

Hope'slongface...Shewaitedforhimtosay



somethingbuthecouldn'tfindwords...

Rain:Youinterruptedmynight...Youhavetosay

whateveritisthatyouwanttosaysoicangoback.

Hope:Hekissedyou...

Helookedinhereyesandgulpedbreathingheavily...

Hope:Isawhimkissyou...

Rain:So?

Hope:Sincewhendoyouhangoutinplaceslike

this?

Rain:Placeslikethis?Isn'tthisthesameplaceyou

alwayscometowithyourfriend?

Hope:Wherearethekids?

Rain:Whichkids?

Hope:Ourkids

Rain:Ihadastillbirth,shedidn'tlive...Haveyou



everseenherpicture?

Hope:Butyouneversaidanything

Rain:Ithoughtyou'llfindoutwhenyoufinally

decidetobeherfather.

Hope:Areyouseriousthebabydied?What

happened?

Rain:ThesaidbecauseofstressmyBPwentup

andicouldn'tpushoutthebabyontimesoshe

suffocatedanddiedduringdelivery.

Heswallowedtearfullylookingather..

Hope:Canwegohomeandtalk?

Rain:Ihavenothingtotalktoyouaboutunlessit's

aboutthechildren-yourdaughterimean..Ofwhich

wewouldn'tbetalkinginthiskindofsetting...Hake

tilemonatengwithmyfriendsandijustwantto

chill.

Hope:Iwanttoseemydaughter



Rain:So?Goseeyourdaughter...Sheisatmy

housewiththenanny.Ihavetogo..

Sheturnedwalkingawaythenhegrabbedherwrist..

Hope:Rainlisten...Listen

Rain:(movedherhand)Don'ttouchme...I'mnot

yourgirlfriendsoyoucan'ttouchmelikethat..

Hope:I'msorry...Iwon'ttouchyouagain...Canyou

pleasedon'tberude...I'mreallygoingthrougha

lot...Sokemangthatguy?

Rain:Justsomeonewhowantsmetobehappy..I

havetogo

Hope:Rain?Please...

Sheturnedaroundandlookedathim,tearsburned

hiseyesashelookedatherthenswallowedand

rubbedhiseyes...



Hope:Pleasedon'tdoit...I'llneverlookatanother

woman,notevenRereorEllaofwhichihaven't

sleptwithanyways.Canwegohome,I'msorryfor

everybadthingI'vedoneinthepast...Pleaseyou're

scaringme...Idon'twanttoloseyou.

Rain:Ithinkyoulostmealready.Enjoytherestof

night..

Sheturnedandwalkedawaythenshesatonthis

man'slapashestoodtherelookingather.He

walkedoveragain..

Hope:Canwetalk?

Rain:No

Him:Ishebotheringyou?

Rain:Ifhetalkstomeagain,yes.

Hope:Rain?

Him:(lookedathim)Shedoesn'twanttotalktoyou,

respectawoman'swishes.



Hope:Rainyoudon'thavetodothis,iknowyou're

angrywithmebutwecanstillfixthis.

Him:Isaidstopbotheringher

Hope:Sheisthemotherofmychildren!

Him:Idon'tcare,evenifshewasyourwifeifshe

doesn'twanttotalktoyoushedoesn'tandyou

shouldletherbe.

Hope:Thisisnoneofyourbusiness..

Him:(toRain)Emapele2minutes...

HeputRainasideandsteppedoverlookingat

Hope...

Him:Iamnotgoingtotellyouagain..

Theman'sfriendwalkedover..

Friend:EverythingOK?



Him:Yeah,icanhandleit.Golomosimanyanakana

gogogileglue.

Hakeemwalkedoverandglaredatthem...

Hakeem:Letaanyelalothekabobedi,lareng?

HopelookedatRainasshesatontheguy'schair,

Rerelookedathimsittingontheotherchairsipping

hersavannahwithherlegslegs.Asmuchashe

wantedtotalktoRainhedidn'twanttoembarrass

herinfrontofallthesepeople.Hesighedand

steppedback...

Hope:Let'sgoHakeem...

HeturnedaroundandwalkedawayasHakeem

followedhim.



Hakeem:Areyouleavingherbehind?

Hope:Shewillcomehome..Wewilltalkthere.I'm

goinghometosleep.Sharp

Hewalkedtowardstheentranceandbumpedinto

twogirlsandthoughtherecognisedElla,heturned

aroundlookingatthetwogirlsthenheranoverand

grabbedElla'shandturningheraround.

Ella'sheartskippedassheturnedaroundand

lockedeyeswithHope...

Ella:Hope?!

Hope:Whereismyson?

Ella:(swallowedhard)Um...HeiswithSummer's

babysitter

HeturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenElla

followedhimpullingdownhershortdress...



Ella:Sorryforcomingwithouttellingyou

Hope:Idon'tcarewhatyoudowithyourlifeElla,we

neverlovedeachother.You'reclosetomebecause

youneedmyhelpandIwasjusttryingtogivemy

sonasenseoffamily,iwastryingtomakeitupto

youbecauseithoughtideprivedyouhappinessbut

clearlyyou'regettingbackonyourfeetwhichis

goodbecausethenitmeansicanstepbackand

watchyoubehappywithoutcarryingtheamountof

guilticarryforimpregnatingyou.

Ella:Hope?Listen,(grabbedhishand)I'msorry...

Thisismyfirstnightout.

Hope:Idon'tcare,aslongasmysonissafeyou

cangofuckthewholeofMaunforallicare!I've

alwaysfeltlikeihavetoprotectyoubutyou'rea

womannow...

Hewalkedtowardsthecarandgotinthenhe

dialledRainasEllajumpedinthepassenger'sseat

andclosedthedoor.Hewaitedasthephonerang...



Ella:AreyouOK?

Hope:Rainischeatingonme...

Ella:Soyoustillcare?

Hope:Whywouldn'ticare?

Ella:Mmegorayagoreneomongaletsehela

becauseithoughtyoubrokeup.Yousaidthey

brokeyourcarwindowandslashedyourtyre.

Hope:It'snotlikeidon'tloveher,ithoughtshewill

apologiseforwhatshedidbutiunderstandwhy

sheisangrywithme.Istarteditbycheatingand

notappreciatingher.

Hetriedcallingagainandthecallendedthenheput

thephonedown.

Hope:Youneedtogo...

Ella:I'mgoingwithyou



Hope:I'mnotgoinghome,I'mgoingtowaitforRain

atherhouse.Goandhavefun,whyareyou

stoppingonmyaccount?

Ella:Becauseyou'renothappytoseemehere

Hope:Mygirlfriendischeatingonme,I'mnotina

goodmoodrightnowandidon'twanttosay

anythingthatwillhurtyousojustgohavefunorgo

homehoweveryoucame.Gakemommuding...

Ella:Ok...

Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenhe

startedthecaranddroveoff...

AtRain'sHouse...

LateronHopeparkedinfrontofthehouseand

knocked,thenannyknockedthenhewalkedin

takingoffhisTshirt...



Nanny:Rainisnothome

Hope:Iknow...

Hewalkedinthebedroomandlaiddownthenthe

nanny..

Nanny:Shouldibringthechildren?

Hope:(confused)Yes

Thenannybroughtthechildren,hesighedinrelief

lookingatthebabyandslowlypickedherbefore

puttingheronhischest...

Atthehotel..

ThenextmorningRaingotupandputonher

clotheswhilehercompanionlaidasleeponthebed.

Shepulledhershoesbesidesanemptyboxof



condomsthensheputthemonandgrabbedapen

onthetablethenshewrotehimanote,"Thanksfor

lastnight.FromRati"

Sheleftanoteandwalkedoutthenshegotinthe

caranddroveoffdiallingRere...

Rere:Hello?

Rain:Hi,justcheckingin

Rere:(laughed)I'mgood.Justarrivedhomenow...I

thinkiturnedoffbecauseI'masoldier.

Rain:Didhesayit?

Rere:No,theexpressiononhisfacebutthedick

wasgood.Howaboutyou?

Rain:Gooddick...!Onalestamina,itwasfun

hearingadifferentmoan...(laughed)Someguysba

cummermonategoreithelaobonagoreoja

monate...Butkehitandrun,obviouslyhehasalot

ofgirlsibileanaleGD6.Ihopeyoudidn'tsay

anythingaboutmetohisfriend.



Rere:Ididn't.

Rain:Ok,bye.

Shehungupanddroveoff...

AtRain'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningRainwalkedinthebedroomand

pausedatthedoorlookingatHopeandthechildren

layingdeeplyasleeponthebed,Tsaronalaid

acrossthebedwithherfootoverHope'sneckwhile

Tsotlhelaidnexttoher...Shetookoutherphone

andwalkedoutdiallingthepolice...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse....

AknockonthedoorwokeHopeupasheopened

hiseyesandlookedatRainstandingatthedoor.He

gentlyputhisdaughter'sfootasideandsatup

lookingather...Nowthathewaslookingatherin

daylightshelookedsomuchbetterthanhe'dseen

herbefore.Sheclearlysleptwithmakeuponbutit

stilllookedgood...

Hope:Hey...Sorryiwantedtowaitupforyoubuti

dozedoff.

Rain:Thepolicewanttotalktoyou..

Hopelookedatherconfusedthenhesteppeddown



andstoodup...

Hope:What'sgoingon?

Rain:Please...

Hewalkedoutbarefootedandfoundtwopolice

officersstandinginthelivingroom...

Officer:Morena!

Hope:Boss...

Officer:Themotherofyourchildreniscomplaining

aboutyoutrespassingandinvadingherspace.

Accordingtoheryoutwobrokeupmonthsagobut

todayshefoundyouonherbed...Isthattrue?

Hope:Yeah,it'strue...Butimeantnoharm.I'mnot

harassingher...TotaI'mjusttryingtofightformy

relationship

Officer2:Butitdoesn'tmakehercomfortableand

itsactuallyillegalandconsideredharassment...



Akerewaitsewehavehighnumbersofgender

basedviolenceincludinghighnumbersofpassion

killings?

Hope:Iknow...

Officer:Yeah,sonowoursistersaretenseandwe

encouragethemtotakeeverylittleactionserious.

Lelonayou'reencouragedtoacceptwhenawoman

sayssheisdonewithyou.

Hope:Iunderstand...Iwaswrongtojustgetinher

bed.

Officer:Yeah,I'mgladwautwisisalittlebro,you

haveyourwholelifeaheadofyou.Lookingatyoui

seemylittlebrothersodon'ttintyourfuturewith

criminalrecords.Pluskemmagwebanamothoyo...

Thismeansyou'llalwaysbetieduntilthechildren

areat18buteventhentheywillbegettingmarried

andhavingrelationshipproblems,you'llstillhaveto

somehowcooperate.

Hope:Iunderstand...Ididn'tcometofightormake

heruncomfortable.

Officer:Putonyourshoesandleave,wewillfollow



you.Wearealsohelpingyouavoidacharge..

Hope:Iunderstand,thanks...

Hewalkedbacktothebedroomandputonhis

shoesthenhegrabbedhisthingsbythetableand

pausedlookingathisdaughter'ssleepingonthe

bed...Hesighedsadlyandwalkedintotheliving

roomwhereRainwasstandingwiththepolice..

Hope:(toher)I'msorry.

Rain:It'sok,justdon'tdoitagain.Weareoverbuti

won'tstopyoufromseeingyourdaughters.Ifyou

wantthemyoucancomeseetheminthesitting

room...Sofaryoucan'ttakethembecausethe

youngestistoosmallbutyoucanvisitandstayin

thesittingroom.Legoneyoucomeherebefore

6pm.Afterthatidon'twantvisitors..Youcallbefore

comingandyoudon'tinvademyprivacy.Theoldest

youcantakehertothemallortoyourhousebut

youdon'tleaveherwithrelativesiknownothing

about.Sheisagirlandyouknowitsacrazyworld



outthere.Youhavetoprotectherasafather.

Hope:Iknow...

Hope'sthroatblockedashelookedather,shedidn't

looklikeshe'dchangehermindandnowhe

wonderedaboutthatGD6driverandwhathemust

haveofferedtokickhimoffthepitch...

Hope:I'msorryforeverything...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutasthepolice

lookedather...

Officer:Heseemsunderstanding,wehaveareason

tobelieveheisgonebutifyoustillfeelthreatened

yougetarestrainingorder.

Rain:Noithinkheisgone.Thankyou.

Officer:Thankyou..



Hopegotinthecaranddroveoffasthepolice

followedhim,theydroveforawhileuntiltheyboth

reachedthetrafficlights,Hoperolleddownthe

windowandsmiled..

Hope:Keturnergonehakanalenkisakolapeng?

{I'mturninghere,oryou'reescortingmehome?}

Officer:(laughed)Tsamayamonna,obake.{Go

homeman,bewarned.}

Hope:Sure

Theybothlaughedanddroveinseparate

directions...

Atthehotel...

Thedriverturnedandhisarmlandedonacold

sheet,heopenedhiseyesandRainwasn'tthere...



Hesatontheedgeofthebedandyawnedbefore

walkinginthebathroomwhereshewasprobably

showering,butthebathroomwasempty.

Hewalkedoutandfrownedlookingatanoteonthe

table,"Rati"shemusthavethoughthewassome

kindofidiot...HerbabydaddycalledherRainand

thegirlshewaswithletitslipatsomepointtoo

thoughshetriedtostickwiththeRatipseudo.

Heturnedaroundandcheckedhiswallet,his

moneyandtheiPhonewerestillthere,hesmiled

thoughtfullyandshookhisheadthenhedialledthe

friend.

Friend:(sleepy)Hello?

Him:Yeah,canitalktothatgirl?Iwantherfriend's

numberorfullnames

Friend:Idroppedherofflastnight,ididn'tevenask

forhernumber.Sheisasoldierkeboregileblind,



gakeratebanyanabamasole.

Him:Didyougethernamesatleast?

Friend:No,idroppedheroffattheBarracksgate

andleft.Maybethatoneisasoldiertoo...

Him:Idon'tcarewhatsheis...Canyoubelieveshe

pulledahitandrunonme?

Friend:Isn'titshehas2kids?Wasimololaakere?I

thoughtyou'retakingabreak.

Him:(laughed)Kehodilemr...Maunwelcomedme

withopenarms.Canyouthinkofanythingthatcan

helpmetrackthisgirl?

Friend:(laughed)PosterkoFacebookpageeleya

boanonymousandasktheadmintohelpyoufinda

girlyoumetinLuna.

Him:(laughed)Themonnabeseriously...Can'tyou

remembertheirnumberplate?

Friend:Ican't.Ionlyknowthatihadtheintentions

ofsleepingatherhousebutirilwkebonareemaha

kampengabekechenjagonehoohela.

Him:Eish...(lookedatthetime)Letmegetready,



don'tforgetwehavetogotothesite.

Friend:Sure,bye

Hehungupandtypedamessagebeforeputting

downthephoneandtakingashower....

AtHope'sHouse....

LaterthatmorningKatlowalkedinthediningroom

whereHopewassittingbyhimselfhavingteain

silence..

Katlo:Morning..

Hope:Morning...(sighed)Youwereright

Katlo:About?

Hope:Selosamometso...It'sreal...It'sactuallya

realfeeling.Icanfeelitrightnowblockingmy

throat...(lookedathisteaandsighedholdingthe



cup)Ithurtswheniswallowandthemoreithink

aboutwhatagooddealihadwithmychildren's

mothersthemoreiseehowstupidiwastonot

worshipthemoratleastactgratefulbybeing

honestwithhowChancecameabout...Butyou

knowwhat'ssad?I'mwillingtoletmyfantasiesof

polygamydownandfocusonthewomanilovebut

it'stoolate.Sheisnotevenplayingwithmesheis

seriousasfuck,ifipushhersheissendingmeto

jail.I'mhurt...

Katlo:Whathappenedlastnight?

KatlopulledthechairandsatdownasHopeclicked

onhisphonetoshowhimpicturesofRainwith

anothermanbutHakeem'smessagedinged.He

clickedonitandreadthescreenshotofan

anonymouspost.

"Hiadmin,pleasepostthisformeasanonymous.I

amnotonetopostmypersonalissuesonsocial

mediabutihavenochoice.I'vewonatender



aroundMaun,myfriendandiarebusinesspartners

andwecameheretocheckthesitebeforethe

constructioncanbegin,lastnightwemettwo

youngladiesbythetrafficlightstsaCaltexinMaun.

TheyweredrivinganX5.WehungtogetheratLuna

andnnegolemonate,wehititoffrightoffthebet.

Whiletherebabydaddywatheladyiwaswith

showedup,theytalkedandheleft.Himandi

almostgotintoanargumentbecausehewouldn't

respectherwishesofleavingheralone(Hehehei

alreadyhaveanideaofwhatimightbegetting

myselfintowiththisguyifiwanther,leskadia

nakokadiadvicetsa"wagoboelababydaddy"

Kaitshepamalaiteaka.)Anywayswewenttoahotel

rightafterthatandsheexplainedtomethatsheis

wasn'twiththatguy,ibelievedherbecauseshe

soundedgenuine.Didimentionthesexwas

amazing?Ican'tevenexplainitbutitalsohad

emotionalconnection.Afteralltheseiwokeup

alone,myladyisgone,justlikethat,iknowididn't

suckinbedlehagoka.Kedeliverileorgasmtse

kana kesure. Keiteilwehitandrunbuti

wantmorethanjustsexwithher.Amistupid?



Probably,buthelpmefindthiswoman.Hernameis

Rain,shehasafriendwhoisasoldier.Iwantmy

woman,kenaledistepdaughtertsetwo...babeif

you'rereadingthispleasecontactadmin.Thanks.

Katlo:Hope?

Hehandedhisunclethephonetoreadthe

screenshotashesighed...

AtRain'sHouse...

MeanwhileRainsatonthecouchandbreastfedher

baby,hernannywalkedoverandhandedherphone..

Nanny:Bona...(laughed)Okorontsemaabaneboss

lady?



Rainreadthephoneandlaughed...

Rain:(laughed)Mxm,thisguyiscrazy.Tempting

butno,I'mhealing..

Herphonereceivednotificationsthenshepickedit

fromthetableandclicked,Facebookfriendshad

taggedher..

Cousin:(taggedher) Bona?You'retheonly

personiknownamedRain,youdrivex5,youhave2

daughtersandyourfriendisasoldier.

Formerclassmate:(taggedher) Nxustru

itsyou.!

Malecousin:(taggedher) Letsokhubamisitse

bafanaskamangolentsalaka?Thalakobogosing

ibilenegosenanyalohale.IswearIlikethisguy,

areogocummisitsegakana

Malecousin2:(repliedtheircousin) Cuzozolets



aherolamatho.Kootengkeselelolekhuranyoya

menokobogosing,kanagasekaegogonehale.

Malecousin: Seriously,ididn'tseethisone

coming.Callmethemonna

Beforeshecoulddeactivateheraccounttheman

sentafriendrequestandsentamessagetoo...

*

*

*

*

*
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AttherentalHouse....



TheGD6parkedbesidesthepropertyagent'scar,

hesteppedoutandtheyshookhands...

Agent:MrG

Him:Uhit'sStuxlaiteaka...Enoughwiththe

formalities..

Agent:(laughed)Comethisside....

TheywalkedinasStuxcheckedthehouseandthe

lights,hewalkedaroundthehouseandevenlooked

atthelandscape...

Stux:It'sperfect...tisaleaseagreement.I'lldropit

offbytheofficebeforetheendoftoday.

Agent:Great.Haveagoodday...Ohandweoffer

freehouseholdmovingcarforclientinandaround

Maun.

Stux:I'mmovingfromGaboronesoit'shardluckfor

me



Agent:(laughed)Unfortunately

Stux:Sure

HegotinthecaranddroveoffthenStuxwalked

backinthehouseandhoppedonthekitchen

counterpressinghisphone.Heclickedon

WhatsAppandRainhaddeactivatedheraccount.

Hewenttothepostandwentthroughthe

commentsthenheclickedononeofthecousins

andsenthimamessage.

Stux:Hi,justsawfromthecommentsthatyou're

somehowrelatedtoRain.Doyoumindgivingme

yournumberrebuisesenna?

Thecousinrepliedwithhisnumberthenhedialled

him...

Cousin:Aita



Stux:Yeah,Raindeactivatedheraccount,canihave

hernumber?

Cousin:Forhowmuch?

Stux:(laughed)Serious?

Cousin:Swaareit'snotlikeyouhaveanyother

choice...Oletseohemelamogontsalakeomo

tshelamohuhutsoibileoratilekukuyagagwe,fuel

mycarwithP200...I'mnotevensayingfulltank.

Stux:Whatifyoudon'tgivemethenumber?

Cousin:Iwantyoutodatemycousinbecausei

don'tlikeherbabydaddy.Heisfromarichfamily

andyouknowtheseguyswhentheymeetour

cousinsinrelationshipsbabakgerisa,shehas

neverdatedorbeenwithanyoneexceptherbaby

daddy.I'msureyou'retheseconddickinher

life...familymemberswouldn'tknowsuchinfobut

becauseweallknowherandhowmuchshestayed

inthisridiculousrelationshipwithoutcheatingibile

nereregongweoloilwe.Thatguygatwenealathile

bana,hewassendingmoneymmegatweneasiile

duringpregnancy.



Stux:Ok,letmepaytocellbutiwantyoutotakeme

toherworkplacebecauseithinkmaybeshehas

wrongimpressionsaboutmebecausewemet

underfunnycircumstances.

Cousin:Workplacekefulltankmr...Kanawitha

numbershecanblockyoubuttakingyouthereyou

seeherforsurewhethershelikesitornot.

Stux:Uhthemonnaihavetobuyhersomething

kantewenaanongwarekecheeseboy?Wabeo

utulekeretender?

Theylaughedoutloud...

Stux:Iwasjustflexingandsendingthefirstmissile

tomyopponent..

Cousin:TshelakaP500ee....ObataRainkanagao

mmatemr?Whereareyourightnow?

Stux:Sedie

Cousin:I'minNewtown...Youcanjustpassbyand

followme,ifuelandwedrivetoheroffice.Raino



naleofficeespaciousblindyoucanevengothere

andsheholdsherclientsthenyoupleadyourcase.

Nnacousinyamemrisacatch...Thetypesthat

wearsstilettos...Gasebabakopangmadia

subscription.ThatX5ishers...Lesagongamela..

Kooreeventhose2kidswon'treallybeyour

financialburden.Tshelakafiveclipaswaare...Ke

emelele?kegoemelekoskontiringakere?

Stux:(sighed)You'rekillingme....OK

Cousin:Sureswaare,I'mleavingnow.

Hehungupandtypedtheadminofthepagetotake

downthepostashehadfoundhislady.

Atthegraveyard....

KatloandHopewalkedalonganarrowpaththrough

differentgraves,walkingalongthismadethedayof

theburialsseemjustlikeyesterday...



KatlobegunsweepingTekoMoilwa'stombstone

whileHopestoodbyholdingabunchofflowers...

Hope:Letmegotomymom'sandcleanit.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedwithhisheaddown,

Katlolookedathimandsighed.

Katlo:Hope?

Heturnedaroundandlookedathimwithalong

face...

Katlo:Don'tbeatyourselftoohard...Ifthereisone

thingyou'regoodatispickingupthepiecesand

correctingyourself.

Hope:Thisguyisintentionallypickingafight,he

didn'thavetomentionme.



Katlo:Whenmenwantawomantheyfightwith

everythingtheyhave,thatinformationwasintended

foryou...Makinghercumwasforyoutoremember

thatincaseyouthinkaboutstandingonhisway.

Hewantsyoutothinkabouthermoaningand

enjoyinghisdick...Lennakeaitsegoreithashurt

you.Itsprobablythemosthurtfulpartofthatpost...

Tryingtoimaginewhathewasdoingtoher.

Hope:I'mreallyproudofherleavinghimthough...I

don'tunderstandwhyhehastofindher.Omo

saletsengmoragoasaappreciategorehegotthat

chancewithher...

Katlo:Problemkegoreyouhaven'tbeengood.If

youweregoodI'dsayyourloveisenoughtostand

butyoudon'thaveagoodhistory...Idon'tseeyou

winningagainstaGD6driver...Hehasacompany

andismovingtoMaun.Healreadyknowsabout

yourdaughtersandhedoesn'tmind,kanasome

guysdon'twantwomenwithchildren.Enegaana

sepeibilehewantsyourkidsbutI'veseenyou

changeandleavedrugs...Gettingtemptedispartof

beingaman,wegettemptedmore...theonlything



thatmakesyouabettermanishowyouhandle

temptation.Cheatingiscostly,ifyoudidn'tcheat

you'dhave1kidbutnowyouhave4becauseyou

couldn'tcontrolyourself.It'snottoolate...Ifyou

don'tloveanyoneexceptRainit'soktoparentwith

yourotherexsandwaitfortheonebecauseithink

youlostRain.ItseitheryoutrytomoveonwithElla

orwaitforsomeoneelse..

Helookedathisuncleandturnedwalkingtowards

hismother'sgravewherehebeguncleaning.

AtRere'sHouse....

Rerewalkedinthehousereadingthepostandsat

onthebed,herphonerangfromaFacebookfriend

thenshepicked...

Rere:Hello?

Friend:Hi,didyouseeapostonFacebook?Ithink



theguyislookingforRain.

Rere:Isawit...

Friend:Soyouguyswentout?

Rere:Yeah...

Friend:(laughed)Wenakootengyouscored

yourselfamuchhandsomeguysinceyou'remore

beautiful...Nexttimetakemewithyoummakebata

monna

Rere:(forcedasmile)Yeah...foundmyself

someone...I'matwork.Willchatlater

Shehungupandsighed,shedialledRain..

AtRain'soffice...

MeanwhileRainsteppedoutofthecarwithadrink

andwalkedinthebuilding.Shepassedbythefridge

andwashedherglassthenshedroppedicecubes

intheglassandheadedtotheofficewhereshe



pouredherdrinkinsideanddroppedthecaninthe

binbeforesittingdownasherphonerang.

Rain:Hello?

Rere:(sighed)Hi...Didyouseepost?Butithas

beendeleted

Rain:(laughed)Isawit...Thisguyohemilegore

wena..

Rere:I'mhappyforyou..

Rain:Youdon'tsoundhappy

Rere:Youknowhowrejectionis...Itriednottoletit

bothermebutitsnotthefirsttimeIturnamanoff

becauseI'msoldier.Idon'tknowwhatissobad

aboutbeingasoldier..

Rain:Heisprobablyaplayerandhethinksyou'll

shoothimlikemostsoldiermenshoottheirwives

andgirlfriends.

Rere:Peoplejudgemebeforegivingmeachance...

LeeneHopehedidn'tevenbotherlookingatme,

youcantellheishurtkawena...Notthatiwanted



himtoharassmetoobutthatguydroppingmeoff

atthegatehurtme.Ifeltsouseless.Hesaidyou

cangowiththecarmmeabeantathelaatthegate...

Didn'tevenwaittoseemewalkin.

Rain:Mmekanayou'resobeautiful,gapeyou'llfind

somethingbetter,wearenotsettlingdownakere?

NnatotaI'mtakingabreakfromrelationships.Le

enethatguysexyasheiskeamodojabecausei

don'tthinkitwillbeaseriousrelationship

Rere:Iknowbutrejectioneaamatota....Ifeelso

uglyandunwanted.

Rain:You'realwaysscoldingmeforthinkinglike

that

Rere:Hedidn'thavesexwithme...Iwas

embarrassedtotellyoubecauseyouhadagood

time

Rain:Doesn'tmatter...Weweren'tlookingforsex

fromthebeginning...Ididn'tplansexijustfeltthe

guy'sdickandiwantedit.Stopstressingyourself,

you'llfindaman...Whenthetimeisright..

Rere:Ok.



TherewasaknockthentheGD6driverwalkedin..

Rain:Uh,I'llcallyouback.

Shehungupandstoodupspeechless,Stuxwalked

inandclosedthedoorthenheputashoppingbag

onthetableandpulledachairbeforesittingdown.

Stux:HiRain,mynameisTumo...I'msorryforthat

Facebookstuntihadnochoicebutaheartwants

whatitwants.

Rain:Didyouhavetosaythecummingtwicepart?

You'resuchashow-off!

Stux:(laughed)Didn'tyoucum?Kanakeaka?

Shegrabbedapenandthrewitathimashe

laughedandblockedit....



*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'soffice....

Rainsatdownandpinnedherelbowsonthetable

lookingathimtryingnottolaughbutremembering

thatmomentwhenshecameandhegruntedmade

herblush,hesmiledlookinginhereyesprobably

thinkingaboutmoment,sheeventuallylaughedand

helaughedtoo.



Rain:Howdidyouevenfindme?

Tumo:Whenamanwantshiswomanevenifyou

hideherinthedarkestplacethatmanwilldefinitely

showupandfindher.

Rain:(Smiled)Whatever...

Tumo:I'mnewinMaun,I'veneverbeenherebefore

soidon'tknowtheareaverywell...Doyoumind

helpingmebuygroceriesandotherthingsforthe

house?I'mexpectingmyfurnituretoarrive

tomorrow.

Rain:Noproblem..

Tumo:IhopeI'mnotdisturbing,wecanalways

meetafterwork

Rain:Uhno,ihaveafewminutes...Letmetellthem

tocallmeiftheclientI'mexpectingcomes

Tumo:Sure

Shepickedthetelephoneandcalledthereception...



AtRere'sGrandmother's...

Rerelaidonherheadonhergrandmother'slapand

sheundidherhairwithasafetypinwhileRere

watchedTVwithLaraplayingcloseby...

Grandma:AreyouOK?

Rere:Yes..

Gran:Theonlytimeyouaskmetodoyourhair,

sprayitorundoiswhenyou'restressed...

Rere:(sighed)DoyouthinkI'llevergetmarried?I'm

soembarrassedtotalktoanyoneaboutthis

becauseimightcomeacrossasawomanwithout

goalswhoonlywantstheringbutiwanta

family...whichiswhyitwaseasytoleaveHope

becauseicanseeheisstillalittleboywhowants

toplay.Iwantafamily,ahusbandandaproper

home...Wherebyirunthingsbymyhusbandandhe

givesmehisthoughts,beforehedoessomething

herunsitbymebeforedeciding,cooperationand



justhearingsomeone'ssonsayingmywife...

Talkingaboutme..

Gran:You'llgetthatringifit'smeantforyou...Not

everywomanwillgetmarriedbutifitsmeanttobe

itwillbe.

Rere:Idon'tunderstandwhyican'tfindastable

relationshipbecauseibath,itakecareofmyself

andineveraskformoney.Ialwaysgetcheated..

Gran:DoyouwanttogobacktoHope?

Rere:No,Idon'ttrusthimandheisalittlecrazyhe

evenmademesharehimwithanotherwoman.I

don'tknowhowhemanagedtoconvincemebutI'm

notgoingbacktosuchapain.Rainhasanewman

whoisfollowingheraround...Iwishiwasthatlucky.

Gran:Iknowitspainfultoseeothersgettingin

relationshipsbutthereisnothingyoucandobut

wait.

Rere:I'matotalturnoffbecauseI'masoldier

Gran:(laughed)Thenallthewomenaren'tsoldiers

wouldbemarriedbuttherearemoreunmarried



womenthanmarried,stopobsessing..

Rere:Eish...Ok...It'snotjustaboutmarriageyou

know...Ificouldatleasthaveamanicallmine.

Onewhocallsmeaskmeifheshouldbring

anythingfromtheshop...Theonewhochecksmy

carandcallsmehiswoman.

Shesighedashergrandmotherfinishedundoing

herhairandmassagedherscalpwithhairfood.Her

phonerangthenshepicked...

Rere:Hello?

Hope:Hi...I'dliketoseeyouthisafternoonifthat's

OKwithyou.

Rere:What'sthisabout?

Hope:It'saboutthechildren,myselfandbothofyou.

Rere:SoRainiscoming?

Hope:Yes,ijusttalkedtoherandsheagreed.

Rere:OK.Noproblem.



Hope:Thanks

Shehungupandsighed...

AtDallascarrentals....

LateronEllasteppedoutofthecartalkingtothe

phone...

Ella:Ijustwanttounderstandwhatyouthinkheis

entitledtobecauseyou'vetakeneverything

Thuto:Ididn'ttakeeverything...Hehasabusiness,

lethimrunitandmakemoney.

Ella:Sothat'sallheiswalkingoutwith?Ipromise

youI'mgoingtofindawaytogetalawyertoassist

me,thisdivorcewon'tbefinaluntilyou'vegivenhim

hisshare.



Shehungupandwalkedinthebuilding,herheart

skippedasshewalkedtowardsthereception.She

stillwasn'tsurehowshewasgoingtorunthisbut

shewasgoingtofindaway...

Ella:Hi

Receptionist:Hi...

Ella:WhereisDonald?

Receptionist:Inyourdad'soffice.

Ellawalkedinherfather'sofficewherehisassistant

wassortingsomefiles..

Ella:HiDonny...I'llbeactingonmyfather'sbehalf

forthenextfewmonths,heisnotfeelingwell.

Him:Ok..

Ella:Hetriedtoexplaintomehoweverythinggoes

butijustwantyoutoexplainittomeagain.Ididn't

wanthimtothinkdeeplyorworrythatimightfail.



Him:Well,thereceptionistdealswithouroffice

workandidealwithourFacebookpageclients.

Peoplejustchooseacartheylike,andsignour

contract,weserviceourcarstomakesurepeople

getthemingoodcondition.They'realsoinspected

uponreturn,anydamagestheclientreturnsthem.

Ella:Ok,istheparkingspacelocked?Iwanttosee

them..

Him:Come,don'tworryaboutfailingyourdad...I

didmostofthework...AndI'vebeenworkingfor

yourfatherforyears.

HeunlockedinthebackandEllastoppedlookingat

allthecars,4Hondafits,Rav4,alimousinefor

weddings,twovans,acombi,asafaricarandBenz.

Ella:Wow...Ican'tbelieveithoughtineedajob

elsewhere...Ihopeiwon'tfailmyfather.

Him:Youwon't...I'mjustgladI'mdealingwithyou.

Yourmotherhaschanged.Shehasgivenusour



salariesinmonths.

Ella:I'llpayeveryone...I'llfindaway...

Shetookadeepbreathandsighed,ofcourseshe

wasconvincingherself.Shewasstillateenager

herselfandnowshehadtohelpherfatherfinda

lawyerforthedivorceandalsohelprunthe

businessonewayoranother...

Attherestaurant...

LaterthatafternoonRainapproachedthetableand

satdownlookingatRere...

Rain:Ishehere?

Rere:Notyet..Iwonderwhathewantstosay

Rain:(lookedatthetime)Hebettermakeitfast,

someoneiswaitingforme.



Rere:(smiled)EneTux?

Rain:Yeah..

Rere:(smiled)Kareobusy...

Hopewalkedtowardsthetablewherehischildren's

mother'sweresittingthenhesatdownandleaned

back...

Hope:Thanksforcoming...Itmeansalotgiventhe

circumstances...

Rain:Getstraighttothepoint.I'mkindofinahurry..

Hopeswallowedtensethenhesippedwaterand

sighedpoppinghisknuckles...

Hope:Icalledyouheretotellyouthat....

*

*



*

*

*

[06/27,00:53] :ChanceMoilwa

Book2

#38

Attherestaurant...

Hopewalkedtowardsthetablewherehischildren's

mother'sweresittingthenhesatdownandleaned

back...

Hope:Thanksforcoming...Itmeansalotgiventhe

circumstances...

Rain:Ok,gettothepoint.I'mkindofinahurry

Rere:Sheisright,Ialsohavesomeplacetobe..



Hopeswallowedandnoddedlookingatthemthen

hesippedwaterandsighed...

Hope:IcalledyouheretotellyouthatI'mverysorry

forallthepainI'vecausedthebothofyou.Istarted

offverywelltreatingyouequallybutilostmyway...

Iamnotmakingexcuseswhenisayit'snot

becauseilovedanyoneofyouanyless...Rainiwas

toosureofyourlove...Iknewitwaspossiblefor

Reretoleavememaybebecausetherelationship

waslessthan2yearsoldsoitriedtobethereon

timebutwithyouRainiwastoosure....It'slike

whenachildknowstheirparentsaretoosoftand

theystartmisbehaving,notbecausetheydon't

knowanybetter.IwasthatspoiltbrattoyouRain....

Itwastheloveyougavemefromtheverybeginning

ofourrelationship,therespect,givingmesex

wheneverandwhereveriwanted.Youdevoted

yourselftothisrelationshipandidon'tdoubtthat

thenextguyisgoingtomarryyoubecausea

womanlikeyoudeservestobegivenahouseso

youcanturnitintoahome.IamsorrythatI've



givenyou2childrenandididn'tmarryyou...You

didyourpartandihopeyou'llfindhappiness...I

waskindofselfishtothinkicanjustaskfor

forgivenessandhaveyouback,butmyunclemade

meseethingsfromyourperspective...Ifiwaswith

awomanwhodidn'trespectmeI'dprobablyleave

too.

Rainsighedcalmingdownandlookedinhiseyes

ashelookedrightinhereyes...

Hope:IwantyoutoknowthatiunderstandthatI'm

thereasonitdidn'tworkout...I'lltrymyverybest

nottomakeyourlifedifficult.

Rain:Thankyou..

Shewasn'tsurewhattosaynextbutitactuallyfelt

goodtoknowheknewthis,lookinginhiseyesit

wassadthatheonlyrealisedthisnow.



Hope:And...Rereiknowitcouldn'thavebeeneasy

toknowyoucamesecondwhenyouactually

thoughtyou'retheonlyone...Iknowyouhavea

strongpersonalityandyou'restubbornasawayto

protectyourselfbecauseyou'vebeenhurtbefore...

Butasstrongasyou'reyoustillmanagedtobend

therulesandletmeconvinceyoutobeherlittle

sister...Afterallthatsacrificeistillhurtyou.I'm

sorryfortakingachipoffyourselfesteem...Ithad

nothingtodowiththetwoofyou.Itwasme...

Failingtobeamanandstandbywhatibelievein.I

won'tbotheryoueither...Iwon'taskforanything

otherthanapeacefulparentingpartner..

Shetookadeepbreathandsighedtakingasip,he

tookamomentthinkingthenhelookedathis

watch...

Hope:Ihavealottosaybutidon'twanttokeep

bothofyouhereforlong,ijustbasicallywantedto

sayI'msorry,thereisanotherpromiseiwantedto



make...Iwillbeabetterfatherfromnowon.I

appreciatethatGodgavemegoodbabymama's...

Kooreaftereverythingyoustillfindtimetosithere

withmeandlistenjustbecauseisaidithastodo

withthechildren.Iwon'tletyoudownonthisone

andifthereisanythingI'mnotdoingrightjusttell

me.MyuncleaskedmeifI'msendingenoughfor

thechildrenandididn'tknowifit'senough...Ami

givingyouenough?Is2Kenoughforeachchild?

Rainsmiledandnoddedherhead...

Rain:It'smorethanenoughtome...Rememberi

worktoosoyou'renottheonlyonesupporting.

Whenthingsrunoutibuytoo.Iknowthatyour

logisticsbusinessisjuststartingandthepharmacy

isstillstrugglingbutforsomeonewhostarting

you'redoingverywell.I'mnotcomplainingwiththe

money...(laughed)Mmehaobatagotopperhago

molatokgosiyame..



Theyalllaughedashelookedawayshakinghis

headsmiling...

Rere:(laughed)Gonemmeasiame...It'senough

becauseIalsoaddonthat,maybeifIwasn't

workingbutsofarsogood..Resareyegorehao

kgonaokaseoketse...Theseareroyalbabiesyou

know

Theladieslaughedandclinkedtheirglassesashe

sippedhisdrink..

Hope:(laughed)MaybeI'llincreaseitwhenthe

businessgetsofftheground.

Rain:ThesegirlsmustmeetChance...Youshould

putitonyourtodolist

Rere:Theyshouldn'tbestrangers

Helookeddownstaringattheglass,itseemedlike



everywordthatcameoutofhermouth-their

mouthsjustprovedtohimjusthowmuchhehad

lost...Notmanywomenwouldbeconcernedabout

thatbutthereshewas...HisAdam'sapplestopped

movingassomethingblockedhisthroatthenhe

liftedhisglassandsippedbeforelookingatthem

withreddisheyes...

Hope:Theywillmeetatmyhouseeveryweekend.

I'mplanningtohaveaweekendnannyforallthe4

kidswhentheyvisitme..

Rain:I'lltalktomynanny,sheisgoodwiththe

childrenplusshealreadyknows3kidsalready.

Hope:Thankyou,ireallyappreciateit.

Rain:Yeah,arewedone?ihavetogo..

Hope:Yeah,thanksforcoming.

ShestoodupasRerealsostoodthentheyhugged,

shepassedbetweenRereandthetableasHope

lookedatherroundassfillingherformalslackthen



shewalkedoutoftherestaurantasherheels

cluckedaway.Hopefinishedhisdrinkandwalked

pastthecounterleavinganoteforthewaitress..

Hope:Haveadrinkwiththechange.

Her:Thankyou.

HewalkedoutfollowingRereandwalkedpasther

asshetookoutherkeys.

Hope:Bye

Rere:Bye..

Hegotinhiscarandstarteditrollingdownthe

windowsastheGD6nexttohiscarreversed,his

eyesmetwiththeguyfromLuna,thistimehehad

onashirtunderneathaconstructionjacket...The

guyraisedhishandandgreetedhim,great...Now

hewasforcedtogreethimbackotherwiseRain



wouldthinkhewasbeingpettysoheraisedhis

handinagreetingmannerandreversedbefore

drivingoff....

AtElla'sHouse...

MeanwhileaknockwokeDallas,hesatontheedge

ofthebedandreachedforhisphonethenbe

checkedthetimeandwalkedout...

Hetriedtoopenthedoorbutitwaslocked,he

movedtothewindowandmovedthecurtains...

Chancewasstandingatthedoorstepwearingall

blackandcapwithsunglasses.

Dallas:Chance!?Hopesaysyou'redead!

Chancesmiledandremovedhissunglassesthenhe

lookedbehindhimsuspiciouslyandtriedtoopen



thedoor.

Chance:Areyougoingtoopen?

Dallas:It'slocked.Ellalocksmeinsidebecausei

can'tremembersomethingsandsometimesi

wonderoff.Cometothewindow...Iwanttotouch

yourface..

Chancewalkedoverthenhetookouthishand

reachingouttohisface....

*

*

Thefollowinginsertfollowsat11pm.Don'tforgetto

likeandcomment.

*

*
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AtElla'sHouse....

LateronEllaopenedthedoorandwalkedinas

Dallassatonthecouch...

Dallas:Youneedtostoplockingthisdoor,I'myour

fathernotyourchild.

Ella:Atleasttodayyourememberme

Dallas:Chancewashere...

Ella:Hewasn't..

Dallas:Hecametocheckonme...

Hopewalkedinandlookedaround...

Hope:Uncleyousaidpapaishere..



Dallas:Heleft,hesaysyoushouldn'ttakethe

lawyertocourtbecausehedoesn'twantyouto

havethemoneyyet.HesaysnextweekFridayyou'll

getthechildren'smoneyandyoushouldinvestitin

eachchild'sname,getalawyertoprotecttheir

assetsinacasewheretheirmother'sgetmarriedor

trytosellthoseproperties.

Hope:Andmyfathersaidthattoyou?

Dallas:Yes,hewasstandingbythewindow.

Ella:Ithinkheishallucinating

Dallas:Don'ttalkaboutmelikeI'mnothere...Why

doyouliketreatingmelikeI'machild?

Ella:BecauseChanceMoilwaisdeadpapa...Heis

deadandburied...

Dallas:Hewasstandingbythewindow,hecouldn't

getinbecauseyoulockedthedoor.

Hopewalkedoutsideandstoodbythestoophoping

fortracksexceptitwasapavement,hetookadeep

breathandsighedthenhewalkedbackinside..



Dallas:WaitforFridayifyoudon'tbelieveme...He

saidyou'llgetthechildren'smoneyandyoushould

dropthecasebecauseyou'llonlygetthemoney

onceyou'veestablishedyourself.I'mnotcrazy,i

understandthatihavedementiabutrightnowI've

neverbeensosure...Iamnotconfused.Iknow

whatisawandisawmyfriend,heassuredmeheis

fine...Hesufferedaneckinjuryandthatgothim

hospitalisedformonthsbutoncehewasupheheld

themostimportantpositioninthewholecountry.

Hope:Thebodyguardstoryagain?Thislawyeris

probablyplayingme.(turnedwalkingaway)Ihave

togo

Dallas:Hope?!Don'ttellanyone...Don'ttellanyone.

You'llgetyourfatherintrouble...Hesees...Hehas

eyeseverywhere!

Hope:ByeElla

Ella:Bye



Hopewalkedoutofthehouseandclosedthedoor....

AtTumo'sHouse...

Tumograbbedthefirstheavygroceryandwalkedin

thehousewhileRaingrabbedthesmallerplastics,

forasecondhermindwentbacktoher

conversationwithHopeearlier...Sheneverrealised

howmuchsheneededthatapology.Shesmiled

alonepickingtheplasticsasTumoplantedakiss

onhercheekandwalkedawaywiththesecondpick

ofgroceries.Sheturnedaroundwithalittlesmile

andfollowedhim.Forsomereasonthisfeltlike

suchafreshstart...ButnotsoquickRain...

Sheplacedtheplasticsonthecounterandbegun

packing,Tumigrabbedherassbeforehurryingout

tobringmoreasshelaughed.

Minuteslaterhewalkedbackandhelpedher



unpackasetofpots..

Tumo:(smiled)Whatareyouthinking?

Rain:(smiled)Nothing..

Tumo:Youwerehesitanttoseehim,howdiditgo?

Rain:Itwentwell,heapologisedforthe

mistreatmentandpromisedtosupportourchildren.

Tumo:Good,atleasthewon'tgiveyouaheadache..

Rain:Yeah...

Tumo:Mustbenicehavingchildren...

Rain:Itis...Butitsexpensive

Tumo:Icanimagine...

Heputdownthepotsandturnedheraroundfora

kiss,theykissedsoftlystandingbythenhelifted

herupandputheronthecounter....

AtRere'sHouse...



LaterthateveningRerelaidonthecouchholding

herbabywhilewatchingthesoap,shesighedand

lookedawayabsentmindedasshestaredintothe

spacethenshepickedherphoneandvideocalled

Rain...

Rain:(inadifferentkitchen)Hi..

Rere:Hey...Wownicekitchen

Rain:(smiled)I'matTumo'shouse

Rere:It'sbeautiful...Tuxkatswaalerichtota...I'm

bored,canicomeover?

Rain:ToTumo'shouse?

Rere:Yeah..

Rain:It'smyfirsttimehere

Rere:Iknow...Canicome?Please,I'mbored...I'm

lonelyandineedyou..

Rain:Idon'tfeelcomfortablebringingyouoveron

myfirstday,howaboutthisweekend?TodayI'm



justhelpinghimpackandsorthisthings...weare

justchillingandchatting,gettingtoknowone

another.

Rere:Canicomehelpyou?Askhimifit'sOK,don't

betoorigid,maybehedoesn'tmind.

Rain:(sighed)OK..

Rere:Thanksletmegetready.

Rain:I'llhearfromhimfirst,maybehewillsayno

Rere:Saynotoextrahelpinghands?Hewon't.Let

megetready.Bye

Rain:Bye

Shehungupthenshepickedherbabyandwalked

inthebedroomdiallinghergrandmother...

AtTumo'sHouse...

Rainhungupandwaitedforafewminutesbefore



shecouldtellherTumisaidnothenshepressed

thephoneashewalkedin..

Tumo:Wereyoutalkingtothephone?

Rain:Yeah,it'smyfriend..Shewantstocomeover

andhelpusbutiwanttotellher-

Tumo:That'sgenerousofher..Youtwoarevery

close.Ithoughtyou'resistersatsomepoint

Rain:(smiled)Justfriends

Tumo:Howdidyoumeet?School?

Rain:Um...Wedeliveredonsameday...Wemetat

thehospitalwewereonthesamewardthenwe

becamefriends.

Tumo:That'sverygood...Shecancomeover,idon't

mind...Atleastwe-youknow...

Hesmilednaughtyandkissedherasherphone

rang..



Rain:Hello?

Rere:Hi,I'mgoingtodropoffthebaby...Sendme

directions

Rain:(reluctantly)Ok,bye

Rere:Bye

Shehungupandsentdirections.Tumoturnedher

aroundandkissedherbeforetheycarriedon

makingsnackswhilecleaning.

Laterontheywalkedtothelivingroomandhung

someframesthentherewasaknock,Tumoopened

thedoorandsteppedaside,Rerewalkedininher

shortskirtandstringtop,lacewigintoaponytail

andperfectflawlessmakeup..

Rere:Hi..

Tumo:Hi...



RainlookedatherdressingandsighedTumo

closedthedoor.

Tumo:Caniofferyouadrink?Juiceorwine?

Rere:Halfaglassofwine

TumowalkedinthekitchenasReresmiledlooking

atRain,Rainquicklyforcedasmilebutfailedtosay

awordorwassheoverthinkingaboutherbeing

overdressed?Perhapsheranxietywasgettingthe

betterofher..

Rere:YouOK?

Rain:Yeah,comehelpmethisside...

Rereputdownherkeysandfollowedher..

*

*



*

*
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AtTumo'sHouse....

LateronstillonthesamenightTumotookouthis

phoneanddialledhisfriendstandinginthe

kitchen...

Him:Hello?

Tumo:(whispered)Yeah,I'mwithRain...(smiled)

Yourgirlishere...Ithinkshethoughtweare

roommatesorsomething...

Him:Idon'tfeelthatgirl

Tumo:Why?



Him:Wedon'tclick,ithinkshewantsapermanent

boyfriend,nnakanaihaveagirlfriendandiwas

lookingforsomeonetohangwith...Ipickedthat

shemightbealittlecrazytoo.Themotherofmy

childisverysoftandit'smyresponsibilitytosurf

thekindofpeoplewhohavethepotentialtohurther.

Ithinkshehasaviolentbehaviourhidden

somewhere.Shemightbethetypethatcontact

yourgirlfriendandsaytswamomonnengwameor

evenattackmygirl.

Tumo:Justbecausesheisasoldier?Don'tyou

thinkyou'rebeingtoomuch?

Him:(laughed)Listenidon'twantthatwoman,i

wanttocheatwithsomeonewhounderstandsthat

wearehavingfun,someonewhoknowsthatifwe

getcaughtI'mdenyingknowingher...someone

whomwehaveanunderstanding,ifherboyfriend

callsitellhimI'venevertouchedhisgirlfriendtoo

elemutualunderstanding.Yoosoundsclingy

Tumo:(laughed)OK...Iwantedheroutoftheway

soicangettoknowthefriend,re3andthingsare

awkward.Ican'tengageinadeepconversationwith



Rainwhilesheishere...

Him:(laughed)Nnakeshapo...

Tumo:Shapo

HehungupandputthephonedownasRerewalked

inwithaglassofwine,shesmiledandwasheditby

thesink..

Tumo:Myfriendwagogobolaisabodutujaanong...

Rere:Icametoyou,nothim.Idon'tthinkhelikes

me...

Tumo:(laughed)Whydoyouthinkhedoesn'tlike

you?

Rere:Icanseeit...

Shelookedinhiseyesandsmiled...

Rere:Youknowittoo...



Tumo:Iguessso...

Rere:Sonowyou'restuckwithtwowomen...

(laughed)Asifyou'reourbabydaddy

Helaughednotpickinganything...

Rere:Neresheerababydaddykana...(laughed)

Don'tjudgeus...Welikedsharinganditwasnice

havingonemanbecauseweknewwherehewasif

hewasn'thome.

Tumo:Whatdoyoumean?

Rere:Wesharedamananddidn'thaveaproblem,

wedidn'tfightoranythinglikethat...Herbaby

daddyismybabydaddy...Ourdaughtersarethe

sameage.

Tumo:(stoppedsmiling)Areyouserious?

Rere:Soshedidn'ttellyou?Pleasedon'ttellherI

saidanything...Maybeshewilltellyouwhensheis

sureyou'recomfortableorreadytoknowmore.She

probablydidn'twanttoscareyouoffifyou'reafraid



oftwowomen.

Tumo:Idon'tbelieveyou...

Rere:I'llsendyouafriendrequest,gotomy

accountandseemypicturesthenseeherswiththe

fatherofherchildren.Hopedoesn'thaveatwin..It's

thesameguy.

SheturnedaroundandwalkedoutjustasRain

walkedinconcerned...

Rain:Hey...Youweretakingtoolong.What'sgoing

on?

Rere:Nothing,iwaswashingthewineglass..

SheturnedandlookedatTumoashelookedatthe

bothofthemstilltryingtoimaginethepossibilityof

herlies,tohimRaindidn'tlooklikethetypetolie

though...Orwasshewaitingfortherighttimetotell

himwhattheywereplanning?Eitherwayhestill

couldn'twraphisheadaroundthis...



Rain:Mynannycalled,themilkisfinishedsowe

havetogo..

Rere:Sofast?

Rain:I'vebeenhereforawhile..

Rere:Alright,let'sgo...

ShewalkedinthelivingroomasRainwalkedover

andputherarmsoverhisshoulders..

Rain:AreyouOK?You'reawfullyquiet

Tumo:I'mgood...

Heleanedoverandkissedherasshesmiledthen

theywalkedinthelivingroomwhereshegother

thingsandwalkedoutasTumostoodatthedoor.

Rain:Seeyoutomorrow



Tumo:Thanks...

ShegotinthecaranddroveofffollowingRere,he

closedthedoorandsatdownpickinghisphone.

Sheclickedontheiraccountsandlookedattheir

pictureswithHope,evenwhenitwasthetwoof

themwithtwooftheirkidswhileRainwas

pregnant....

AtRain'sHouse...

LaterthatnightRaingotinbedwithherdaughter

andbreastfedherasshedialledRere...

Rere:Hello?

Rain:Hi...Didyouguystalkaboutanythingwhile

you'reinthekitchen?Tumoseemedsomehow

wheniwalkedin

Rere:Wetalkedabouthisfriend,ithinkhetriedto



gethisfriendtocomeoverbuthedidn't..Itoldhim

nottoworrybecauseiknowhisfrienddoesn'tlike

me.

Rain:Ok...(sighed)Well,goodnight

Rere:Bye

Shehungupandputthephonedownfeedingher

baby...

AtDallasHouse....

ThenextmorningJadeparkedoutsideandstepped

outashisgirlfriendwaitedinthecar.

Her:Wow...Yourhouseisbeautiful...

Jade:Waitthere,I'llcallyou.

Her:Ok...



Jadeknockedonthedoor,Ellaopenedthedoorin

herformalwearholdinghermakeupkit,shesmiled

excitedlyandsteppedasideasJadewalkedin...

Ella:Hi...

Jade:Hi...Howispapa?

Ella:Heisstillsleeping,itsdifficulttotellhowhe

wouldwakeup...Butyoucanwaitonthecouch,I'm

goingtohisoffice..

Jade:I'llgothereandhandleeverything,don'tworry

aboutit.

Ella:(stoppedsmiling)Whatdoyoumean?

Jade:Iamheretorunpapa'scompany,you'rejusta

child.Youwouldn'tknowwhatyou'redoing...I'llrun

itandsupportyouandpapamonthly...Ididn'tknow

mamalefthimanythinguntilyousaidsomething,i

wouldhavelongcomeheretorunthecompany.

Ella:Canwerunittogether?

Jade:Ellawithaformfivecertificate?Youdon't

haveevenhaveacertificatekanameaningoleform



3andyouthinkyoucanrunacarrentalcompany?

Ella:IamactuallydoingfinewiththehelpofthePA.

Ihaven'texposedpapavsconditiontoworkersare

behavinganddoingverywell.

Jade:Ok,I'lltakeitfromhere...Icamewithmy

girlfriendsoshewillremainhomeandunpack..

Heturnedaroundandwavedather,thewoman

steppedoutofthecarandwalkedover...

Ella:Youdidn'ttellmeyou'rebringingsomeone...

HopeofferedusthehouseforHope'ssakeso-

Jade:Idoubthe'dmind,ifhedoesI'llrentout.Ijust

havetoseehowmuchthecompanymakesorsell

twoofthecarsandbuymyselfaplotthenican

moveout..

Ella:Jadeyoucan'tsellanything,can'tyousee

papaisnotwell

Jade:Anditwon'tgetanybetter...Dementiahasno

cure,hecanonlygetworse...Hewon'tneedall



thesecars

Ella:Sohowwillhesurvive?Hestillneedsfoodand

clothes..Youcan'tsellhisthings..

Jade:It'sforhisowngood..

Ella:Jadeno,you'renotsellingpapa'sthings...He

doesn'thaveaplacetostay...Thishouseis

temporary.

Jade:Hecancomestaywithme...I'llbuildhima

roomattheback

Ella:Whataboutme?

Jade:Aren'tyoumarryingHope?

Ella:Hopeandiaren'tseeingeachother...Idon't

evenknowwhatwasgoingonbetweenusbecause

heneversaidhewantsme.Wedidn'tevenhave

sex...Wewerejustgettingclose,nowheisdistant...

Whichisbesidesthepoint...Youcan'tselloff

everything.

Jade:Ellayoujustarrivedintoourfamily,don'tact

likeyouknowwhat'sgoodforus...Youcouldn't

eventellwhensomeoneisinseminatingyouand



nowyouthinkyoucanrunacompany?I'mtheonly

sonandtheoldestchildpapahas...Iknowbest.

Don'tinterferewithourfamilyissues...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedawaymeetinghis

girlfriendontheway,theytalkedbrieflythenthey

bothcarriedthebagsintothesittingroom.He

kissedherandwalkedoutasEllastoodthere...

Her:Showmeourroomsoicanunpack...Showme

themasterbedroomsowedon'tshareabathroom.

Idon'tlikesharingabathroom...

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtElla'sHouse...

Ella:Iwillletyouknowwhichroomyou'retaking

whenigetbackfromwork...Inthemeantimeyou

canletyourbagssitinthesittingroomwhere

guestssit...

Shewalkedpastherandheadedtothebedroombut

itstillfeltlikeshedidn'tgiveherapieceofhermind

sosheturnedaroundandwalkedbacktoher...

Ella:Ohand...Myfatherhasdementiasotry

explainingwhoyou'rewhenhegetsup.Themaid

willalsoarrivelatertocook...Shehasbeenhired

for3people..Myself,myfatherandmyson...My

sonwhohappenstobetheownerofthishouse.

(shelookedatEllaconfused)Yeahit'snotyour



boyfriend'shousesotrytobehavebeforeikickyou

out.

Thegirlfriendslowlysatonthecouchshortof

words...

Ella:Good.

Shegotinthebedroomwhereshefinishedgetting

readyandwalkedoutdiallingtheassistant...

AtHope'soffice...

OnthesamemorningHopewalkedoutofthe

bedroomfixinghistieashismaidplacedhis

breakfastonthediningtable,hesatonthechair

andbeguneatingasshebroughtaglassofjuice..



Hope:Thankyou...

Heatewhilepressinghisphonethenitrang...

Hope:Hello?

Ella:Hi,sorryifI'mdisturbingyou

Hope:You'renot,I'mhavingbreakfastthenI'm

headingtowork.

Ella:Mybrotherishere...

Hope:SoJadeisactuallyaliveafterhibernatingfor

solong..

Ella:Hewantstosellpapa'scars,hesaysI'm

adoptedandiknownothingaboutthiscompany.He

arrivedthismorningwithhisgirlfriendandthey're

stayingatChance'shouse...Butthatoneican

handle.Problemkegorehealreadywantstosell

papa'scars.

Hope:Hewon'tsellanythingwithoutDallas

signature



Ella:Youknowpapasignseverythingheisgiven,he

mightconvincehimtosignandhemightnotknow

whatheissigningfor.

Hope:I'llgogethimthenI'lltalktomylawyerto

assistyou.I'llpayhimmyself,theotherissue...

Jadewasalsoadoptedsoidon'tknowwhathis

problemis...Hehadatwin...Bothofthemwere

adopted.IfirememberwellonlyDalewasDallas

biologicalchildsodon'tlethimgettoyou.Infacthe

shouldn'thaveaccesstoyourfather'spapers.

Ella:Italkedtopapa'sassistanttogetallthecar

registrationdocumentsoutandhidethembutJade

isherelookingforthem.

Hope:Letmegetunclefirst,thenI'llcomeoverand

assistyou.

Ella:Thankyou...

Hehungupandfinishedeatingthenhewalkedout...

AtRain'soffice...



LateronRainwalkedintheofficepressingher

phone,shecheckedTumo'scontactandhewas

onlinethoughhedidn'tsayanythingtoher...

Rain:Hi..

Shesatdownandswitchedthecomputeronthen

shehungherblazeraroundherchair,therewasno

replythenTumoeventuallygotoffline.

Shebegunworkingforaboutanhourandchecked

herphoneagain,hestillhadn'treadhermessage

andthisbeguntofeellikehavingHopeallover

again...Chaisingamanjustwasn'therthing

anymoresheclickedonhisnumberandblocked

himthenshedeletedhisphonenumber.

Rain:Nxla!Sodonewithmen!



Shecarriedonworkingandgrabbedherthingsfor

themeeting...

Attheconstructionsite...

MeanwhileTumopulledovernexttohisfriend'scar

andsteppedoutpressinghisphone,heclickedon

theofficespacehisbrothersentandscanned

throughthepicturesthenhedialledhim...

Him:Hello?

Tumo:I'llcomeseeitinanhourortwo

Him:Alright,howareyourgirlfriends?

Tumo:(laughed)Watsenwanewena?Mmegone

I'mdisappointed...Ithoughtsheandiwereonthe

samepagekanteshewantstoplay...

Him:(laughed)Itoldyoutostopinvestingyour

feelingsthefirsttimeyouhavesexwithawoman.



Rerecalled..

Tumo:Theotheroneiscalling..

Him:(laughed)Bye

Hehungupthenhepicked..

Tumo:Hello?

Rere:Hi,hopeitsnotabadtime

Tumo:Itis,I'mkindofbusy.

Rere:Ok,I'llcallyoulater

Tumo:Why?

Rere:Justtosayhi

Tumo:Ok,bye

HehungupandclickedonWhatsApptypinga



message...

Tumo:I'mkindadisappointedthatthisisallabig

gametoyou.Tellyourfriendtostopwhateveryou

twoarestarting,iwantedyounother.

Hetriedtosendbutitseemedhehadbeenblocked.

Hetrieddiallingherbuthecouldn'tgothrough.He

walkedtowardstheconstructionsitewhereafew

workerswereoperatingaheavymachine...

Tumo:Aita...Themonnaborrowmeyourphone...I'll

refundyouairtime.

Worker:Sure

Hegotthephoneandwalkedawayfromthenoise

diallingRain...

Rain:Hello?



Tumo:Hi,whydidyoublockme?

Rain:BecauseakerapelemonnaTumo...Why

ignoreme?I'msotiredwaitse.I'mnotgoingto

ignorearedflag.

Tumo:Soishouldjustswallowredflagofyou

forcingyourfriendonme?

Rain:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Tumo:IknowaboutHopehavingathreesomewith

youtwo...Youandyourfriend...Iknowaboutthe

kidsandthatyoutwodothat...Idon'tappreciate

thefactthatyoucouldn'teventellmethatandput

meinawkwardpositionwhereihavetotolerate

yourfriend'sendlesscalls.Icametoyoufora

reason...Youcan'tblockmejustbecauseI'mgiving

yourfriendacoldshouldernnakesammate.

Rain:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Imean...Hope

cheatedyesandwewereforcedintoanimaginary

polygamy...Imaginarybecauseitwasn'teven

polygamysincewewerenotmarriedsohe

basicallyjustcheatedopenlyandiwastoostupid

towalkaway.Ifinallydidandshelefthimtoo...We



didn'tevendothreesome...Didshetellyouthis?

Tumo:Shesaysyoutwolikeditorsomethinglike

thatididn'thearherproperlyafterthatbecausei

wasshocked.

Rain:Rerewantwaelawaitse.I'llcallyouback...

Tumo:Waitbabe,clearlytherewasabitofa

miscommunica-

Shecutthecall.

Tumo:Shit!

Hewalkedbacktothesiteandhandedoverthe

phone...

AtRere'sHouse...

LateronRainknockedonthedoorandstepped



backasherheartpoundedinanger,thenanny

openedthedoorcarryingPilarathenshewalkedin..

Rain:WhereisRere?

Her:Sheisbathing...

Rainwalkedtothebathroomandopenedthedoor

whileRerestoodinthetubholdingafoamy

washingrag...

Rain:WhatdidyousaytoTumo?

Rere:Arekerileng?

Rain:Itrustedyou...Evenwhenifeltlikeyou're

abouttobetraymeiconvincedmyselfitwasmy

insecurities.Buannete....I'mnotplayingwithyou!

Rere:Sowhoisplayingwithyou?

Rain:I'mstartingtowonderifyoureallydidn'tknow

aboutmewithHopeoryouwerejustpretending

becauseyoulikematheame.



Rere:Matheagago?Ifitwasn'tformeyouwouldn't

evenbewithTumo...Youdidn'tevenknowhowto

bath....oleleswe,howdareyouthinkyou'reallthat

mogonna?Whoonearthwouldwantyourleftovers?

Rain:Yes...Islippedintodepressionanddidn'tpay

attentiontomyselfbutbeforethatitookcareof

myself,wenasinceoleallperfectwhatmakesyou

hitonTumo?DoyoureallythinkI'dshareaman

afterwhatI'vebeenthrough...?Gapeskatholao

nthaorekelesweselokewenaotjatjaretseng!

Bannabatshabadijejetsone!Nomanwouldwant

anotherman...Godwasprobablytryingtomakea

manandaccidentallydroppedapussyonyou...Wa

ntwaelammadipotongwane!

Rerebitherlowerlipwhippedheronthefacewitha

wetwashingrag,Rainpushedherassheslippedon

thetubandfelldownhittingherheadontheedge,

shepressedherunderthewaterasshegrasped

drinkingdirtywaterandkickinghelplessly,she

finallymanagedtogetagripofthetubhandleand

grabbedRainbythehairwhiletryingtogetoutof



thetubbutherwetfeetslippedonthetileasshefell

down,Rainsatontopofherandpunchedheron

thefacecountlesstimesasshepunchedbackwith

hereyesclosedanditchingfromthesoapywater..

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRere'sHouse...

Themaidwalkedovertothebathroomasthey

struggledandbumpedonthedoor,shequickly

walkedbacktothebedroomandputdownthebaby



beforeshecouldtellwhatwasgoingon.Shethrew

toysonherlapandclosedthedoorbeforewalking

out.

MeanwhileinthebathroomRainputherkneeover

Rere'schestandpunchedheronthefacewhile

Rere'swetbodyslippedonthefloor,shefinally

managedtoflipandtheystoodupholdingeach

othershair...

Rere:LetgoofmeIdon'twanttopunchyou...

Rain:You'retheoneholdingmyhair...Letgo..

Themaidstoppedatthedoorlookingatthem...

Her:Thebabycanhearyoutwo...

Rere:Rainletgoofme...Idon'twanttohurtyou.

Rain:Trustmeyouwon'thurtme...Iwillbeatyou

sohardyou'llaskwhoevertrainedyouwhatthey



weredoing.

Rainpushedherandshetriedtobalanceherself

andheldthesink.Rainwalkedoutrubbingoffher

wetclothes,Rereputonherflopsandwrapped

herselfwithatowelthenshewalkedoutand

headedtothedoorwheresheopenedandstood

therewatchingherdriveoff.Herfacegotlongeras

shestaredathercardrivingoff...

Shewalkedbackinthebedroomandgotherphone

thenshesatinfrontofthehouseanddialled

Tumo...

Tumo:Hello?

Rere:Hi...(tookamoment)um...Rainwashere...

Tumo:Yeah,aboutthat....What'sreallygoingon?I

amreallyconfused...Iamdefinitelygoingtoask

hertooincasequoitlie

Rere:Ididn'tthinkshe'dmindsharingyou...That's



thehonesttruth...Ithoughtwewerecloseenough

togiveitatrybecausethefirstonedidn'twork

becauseoftheguynotus.

Tumo:Butyouclearlydidn'ttalktoher...Youdidn't

consultmeeither...I'mnotintopolygamy...Ican

hardlyhandletheemotionsandconstanttalkingof

onewomanican'thandletwoletalonehavelotsof

children.Ijustwantonewomanandiwanttohave

childrenwithonewomanifGodpermits.Asmuch

asthreesomeistemptingijustdon'tseeitworking

inreality

Rere:(laughed)Inpolygamypeopledon'tdo

threesomebutiunderstandwhatyou'resaying.I

amsorryforpesteringyouwithcallsandforany

misunderstandingsimighthavecaused.

Tumo:It'sok,whereisshe?

Rere:Sheleft...Wehadafight.

Tumo:Likeafightfightoranargument?

Rere:(laughedrubbingherlip)It'snotabigdeal..I

justwantedtoapologiseforharassingyou.



Tumo:Ok,it'scool.Sorryfor-

Rere:Youhavenothingtoapologisefor.Letme

deleteyournumber...Gonemmetotaididn'tthink

you'dmindorthatshe'dmind,justthoughtifigave

herhintsshe'dbeaccommodating.

Tumo:Ok,iunderstand.It'sok,hopeyoutwowillbe

OK...Itshouldn'tbehardbecausewedidn'tdo

anything.

Rere:Idon'tthinkitwouldeverwork.Icrossedthe

line.Haveagoodday.

Tumo:Sure

Shehungupanddeletedhisnumberthenshe

textedRain.

Rere:I'msorryforwhippingyouonthefacewiththe

rag.IapologisedtoTumoandideletedhisnumber,

I'mhappyforyouthatyoufoundagoodguywho

findspolygamyweird.Ihonestlydidn'tthinkyou'd

mindsincewewereokwithHopebutiunderstand



ifyou'renot.Ifyou'reobservantyou'drealiseijust

wantedtobepartofyou...Iwasn'ttryingtoreplace

you,iloveyousomuchihonestlywouldn'thave

mindedifplaceswereswitched.Butirespectyour

decision...Pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme.

I'msorryforsayingeverynegativethingisaid

aboutyou...Ithinkyouranxietyrubbedoffonme

becauseifeelsoguiltyforbringingupyour

conditionwhenyouweren'tatyourbest.Iknowit

wasthesituationweweregoingthroughnotthat

you'readirtyperson.I'mverysorrybestie.Iwant

youtoleavethisfriendshipwiththefullknowledge

thatIknowiwaswrong,iregretitandiwillneverdo

itagain.Greatpunchesbytheway ididn'tknow

youcanfight, butdon'tflatteryourselfiwould

havebeatenyouifiwasn'twetorblindedbythe

soap. loveyou.

Shesentheramessageandstooduptouchingher

swollenlip...



AtElla'sHouse...

LateronHopeopenedthedoorandwalkedinwhile

Jade'sgirlfriendlaidonthecouchwatchingTV..

Hope:Hi

Her:Hi

Hewalkedtothebedroomandknockedbefore

openingDallasdoorashesatonthebedlookingat

apicturealbum...

HeturnedhisheadandlookedatHope...

Dallas:Chance?Whatamidoinghere?What'sthis

place?

Hope:It'smyson'shouse...Let'sgo...



HestoodupasHopegavehimhisshoes...

Dallas:WhereisJango?

Hope:Heisatwork..Let'sgo

TheywalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenHope

droveoffasDallaslookedoutside...

Dallas:Idon'tremembercominghere...Something

iswrongwithme..

Hope:Youhavedementia

Dallas:AreyoustillwithAlicia?

Hope:I'mactuallyChance'sson,mynameisHope...

HehadmewithawomannamedThuli,shewas

yourcousin.

Dallas:(smiled)You'reThuli'ssontoo?Thatmeans

you'remynephew..

Hope:(smiled)Yes...Heendedupwithheruntil



deathseparatedthem.Shediedbecauserobbers

brokeinlookingforthemoney,thedeliveredme

shortlybeforedying.

Dallas:(sadly)WhereisChance?

Hope:Hedied

Dallas:How?

Hopelookedatthepaininhiseyesandswallowed...

Hope:Hehadacaraccident...

Dallas:Wherewasi?

Hope:Youwereatwork...

Dallasturnedlookingoutsidethewindowand

swallowedtearfullythenhelookedbackatHope...

Dallas:YoureallylooklikeChance...Myboyshould

havelivedtoseethis...(rubbedhistears)Whatdo



youdo?

Hope:Iampharmacist,irunhispharmacyandi

haveacompanyofmyownthatsuppliesall

pharmacistwithstork.Ihave4kids,3girlsand1

boy...Theboyisyourgrandson...Imadeababy

withmycousin...thoughsheisadopted.Younamed

mysonChanceandiloveyouforthat.

Dallas:SoChanceisreallydead?

Hope:Yes...

Dallas:Yousoundlikeagoodboy...he'dbesoproud

ofyou.

Helookedawayandrubbedhiseyes,hetriedto

keepastraightfacebuttearsrolleddownandhe

eventuallybrokedowncryingasHopedrove.Hope

reachedoverandgrabbedhisshoulderconsoling

him...

Attheoffice...



EllawalkedinwhileJadestoodbyholdingthefile...

Jade:Ineedthecarregistrations...Now

Ella:Youcan'tsellthosecars

Jade:Ifyoudon'tgivemethepapersI'mgoingto

reportHopefordefilement,iknowyoutookthem...

Soit'seitheryoubringthembacknoworI'mgoing

straightthepolicestation.Defilementis10yearsin

prison...Yoursonisaproofofthatdefilement...

Onceheisinjailthenyou'llunderstandthathaving

Hopeonyourcornerisn'tanimmunity...Leene

HopeifhetriesmeI'mtakinghimtoprisonand

dealingwithyouoneonone.Asyourbigbrotheri

haveeveryrighttoreporthimfordefilingmylittle

sisterwhohadnorighttoconsent...Aretwocars

worthhimgoingtojail?

Ella'sheartpoundedasshelookedathim...

*

*



*

*

*
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Attheoffice...

Jade:Bringthepapers..Idon'twanttodothis.

Ella:Ithinkyouunderestimatemebasedonhowi

hadtobehavewhiletryingtogetourmothertolove

me.Seeeversincemamaleft...Infactletmesay

eversinceihadachildI'velearnttobemorebrave

thananythingespeciallywhenitcomesto

protectingthepeopleiloveandthepeoplewholove

me.You'renotgoingtosellpapa'scarssimply

becauseheistheonlyparentwhoeverreallycared

orlistenedtome...You'renotsendingHopetojail



simplybecauseasmuchashimandiarenotor

cannotbetogetherheisthefatherofmychildand

heisdoingagoodjob.Ithinktheproblemisthat

youreallydon'tknowhowpowerfulHopecanbeif

hewants...Heknowspeoplewhoknowpeople,

whatwillyougainfromsendinghimtojail?His

grandfathercomingafteryou?Doyoureallywant

theroyalfamilyonyourass?Hopeistheonlyheir...

Theywilldoeverythingintheirpowertomakesure

hedoesn'tendupinjaillikehisfather...Evenifit

meansmakinganadoptedorphanlikeyou

disappear...Nobodywilllookforyou.Pieceof

advice...Fromoneabandonedchildtoanother?The

bestwaytomoveonisalwaystohaveafamilyof

yourown...Especiallyachild...Theytendtoheal

thatvoid.Tryit...Inolongerwonderaboutmy

motherbecauseihaveChance...

Jadesighedandheldhishipslookingather

talking...



Ella:GoaheadandreportHope...Let'sseehowfar

you'llgofightingroyaltyosaitselerrago.

Jade:Soyourintentionsaretogetallthe

inheritance?

Ella:Whatinheritance?Ourfatherisalive...Heis

notdyinganytimesoon.Iwouldn'twantitmyselfif

hedies...I'mnotcrazybutgarejepapaboswaa

tshela.Never!Goreport...

Jade:(sighed)OK,sorryee...Iwasn'tthat

serious...canigetmoneyfortermination?My

girlfriendispregnantandwemustterminate

because...I'mnotready.I'mstillastudent.

Ella:Thereisnomoney..Ioweworkershalfoftheir

salariesandiintendtopaythemallthismonth.

TherewasaknockonthedoorthenHopewalkedin,

JadelookedathimandbackatElla...

Hope:(shookhishand)Jaywhat'sup?

Jade:I'mgood...



Hope:Sitdown..

Jade:I'molderthanyou

Hope:Idon'tcare,sitdown...

Jadepinchedthekneesofhispantsandsatdown

lookingatHopeassheleanedagainstthetableand

foldedhisarms...

Hope:Ellatoldmewhathappened..Imustsaycuz...

Ididn'texpectthisfromyou...Myunclegaveyoua

home,asenseofbelongingandwhenheneeds

familythemostyouwanthismoneysoyoucanrun

off.IfthereisonethingI'velearntyoucan'tdepend

oninheritance...Makeyourownmoney...Uncleis

aliveandI'mgoingtomakesurehelivesaslongas

possible.Iexpectyoutofightback...Pullthe

defilementcardandallkindsofshit...Iamreadyfor

you...

Jade:Ellaandiwerejusttalking...Ithinkyou

misunderstoodsomething...(toElla)Wearenot



fightingright?Therewasamisunderstandingbut

wesolveditlikeanyothersiblings.

Ella:Yeah,Ithinkimisunderstoodhim...

Hope:Goodthenthereisnoneedforthis

conversationtocarryon,I'llcallmylawyerandtell

himtoholdontowhatwasmynextmove...

Jade:IwasjusttellingEllathatineedmoney...My

girlfriendispregnantandidon'thavemoney.

Hope:Thecompanydoesn'thavemoney,Ellajust

walkedinhereandfoundeverythingamess

becauseshethoughtyourmotherwastakingcare

ofit.I'mmentoringherintopickingupthecompany..

Jade:Ok...Ihavetogo...

Ella:Bye

Heturnedaroundandwalkedout,Hopewalkedto

thedoorandwatchedhimwalkoutthenheclosed

thedoorandturnedaroundintoEllajumpinginhis

arms.Heclosedherinandhugged...



Ella:Thankyou..

Hope:I'msureyoucouldhandleitbyyourself

though,youjustdon'ttrustyourself.

Ella:HeactuallypulledthedefilementcardandI

wasshakinginsidebutipretendedlikeidon'tcare...

Hope:(smiled)Good...Somepeopledon'tdeserve

toknowourfearsorweakness...

Hesmiledlookingatherasshesmiledandsighed

walkingbacktothetableandsatdown.Heputhis

handsinthepocketsandwatchedherwithout

sayinganything..

Ella:(smiled)What?

Hope:(smiled)Nothing...Thanksforforgivingand

forgettingmymistakes.

Ella:Stopcallingmysonamistake..

Hope:(laughed)OK...

Ella:(sighedandsmiled)Isn'tRainconsideringto



takeyouback?

Hope:No,shehasaboyfriendandithinktoavoid

dramaihavetoacceptthatandpretendI'mhappy

forher.

Ella:You'llgetoverher..

Hope:Ihopeso..

Ella:Whataboutthatotherone...Thesoldier

Hope:Therewasneverlovethere,imadeababy

tooquickandthesexwasgood,shewasknewsoi

thoughtilovedherbutidoubtitwaslovebecausei

don'tcareabouthermovingon.Ifeellikeilostin

Rain...

Ella:IalwaysthoughtyoulovedReremorebecause

sheismorebeautiful..

Hope:Itwasneveraboutbeauty...It'sneverabout

beauty.Itsaboutwhothewomanis...ilostawoman

there

Ella:Sorry.

Hope:It'sok...Letmegetbacktomyboringlife.



Ella:Bye...Thanksforcoming

Hope:Sure.

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor...

InHope'scar...

MinuteslaterHopereversedthecaranddroveoff

ashisphonerang..

Hope:Hi

Rere:Hey..So...Rainandihadafight

Hope:Aboutthekids?

Rere:No,aboutTumo.

Hope:Amisupposedtobehappytoknowthatyou

twoarefightingforthisguy?Whereweremy

childrenduringthisfight?

Rere:Theydidn'tseeanythingbutmypointis...



(sighed)canyoutalktoher?

Hope:Andgetremindedofhowmuchofabadguyi

am?No,Idon'tthinkso.Ifithasnothingtodowith

mychildrenI'mnotgettinginvolved.Icanget

involvedifyoutwoareindangerorgetting

harassedbyanyonebutthissoundsstupidtome.I

don'thavetimeforcatfightsletontokwane.

Rere:Okgosiamerra.

Hope:Shap.

Hehungupanddroveoffashisphonerangagain...

Hope:Hello?

Voice:Gotthisnumberfromasomeone,theysaid

youcouldgivemepills.

Hope:Yougotthewrongnumber

Voice:wait,listenman...Canwemeet?

Hope:I'mnotselling...



Voice:I'llsendyouthemoney...Ireallyneedthis,

I'vebeentryingtogetoffthisbutitshardwiththe

workand....Please...Ihave5K.

Hope:Sorryman.

Voice:Whereareyou?

Hope:Drivingoutofoldmall..

Voice:Istilldon'tknowmywayaroundMaun,I'm

newaroundbutiknowoldmall.Canijustparkby

Choice?

Hope:yeah,butI'mnotbringinganything.

Voice:No,let'sjustmeetandtalk.Iknowhowhard

itcanbediscussthiswithastranger.

Hope:OK,bye

Hehungupandsighedashedrovethroughthe

traffic.

AtOldmall..



Minuteslaterheparkedthecarandsighedleaning

backashedialledHakeem..

Hakeem:Hello?

Hope:Otaanyelawenaolerete,whyareyougiving

peoplemynumbergoreI'msellingpillswhenyou

knowI'moffthatshit?

Hakeem:(laughed)Afriendaskedmetohelp...it's

actuallythatguywaJCB...Hesaidheneedsthe

contactforhisbosssoididn'twantyoutomiss

money.Youknowrichguysneedthistofunction

andhandlestress.

Hope:Foysekmonna.Don'tsharemynumberagain.

I'lllosemylicencekana

Hakeem:(laughed)Sorryakerenekerekagohustle-

lela

Hope:Fuckyou..



HehungupasaGD6stoppedbesideshim,theguy

rolleddownthewindowanddialledhim,Hope

slowlyliftedhisphonelookingathisscreenand

lookedathiminshock...

Thedriverturnedandtheireyeslockedforseconds

thenhehungupbitinghislowerlipandleaning

backfrustratedly...

*

*

*

*
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Atthemall...



Hopesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedoverto

him...

Hope:Iwasserious..Idon'tdealanymore...Iused

tosellandiwasaddictedtoobutI'moff,beenclean

forawhileandIcouldn'tbehappier...Theonlything

I'mdealingwithistheconsequencesofmyactions

duringthattime.Someareirreversible...Idon't

knowyoupersonallybutifyouownacompanythat

wonsuchabigtenderthenyou'regoingtobea

powerfulguy...Drugsareonlygoingtopullyou

backbygivingyouatemporarymomentofno

worries.Ifsomethingisbotheringyouthendeal

withitheadon...

Thedrivershiftedhiseyesbacktothedashboard

andsighedthenhestartedthecar...

Driver:Thanks..

Hope:Thewithdrawalsarepainfulbutitgetsbetter



witheachday.

Henoddedthoughtfullyandreversedrollinguphis

windowthenhedroveoff.Hopegotbackinhiscar

anddroveoff...

AtRain'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonRainwalkedinandtookoffher

highheelsrightatthedoor,Tsaronawalkedover

smilingholdingayellowtoyduck,shepickedherup

andkissedherbeforewalkingtothekitchenwhere

thenannywascarryingthebabyonherback..

Nanny:Hi...

Rain:Hey...Itsmellsreallygood...

Nanny:(laughed)ThoughtI'dcookforyoubefore

goingtoRragwePillar'shouse.

Rain:Doyouthinkyou'llhandleit?



Nanny:Yes,childrenaremyspeciality.

Rain:Ok...And...Iknowthatworkingformeandfor

memightgetbumpyonthewaylikeifheasksyou

aquestionaboutwhat'sgoingoninmyhouse...I

expectyoutomindyourtongue.Hopeismyexand

idon'tknowhowbadthingscanbe.

Nanny:Iunderstand,Iamawoman.Don'tworry

Rain:Good...Letmetakeoffmyclothesandbath..

Nanny:Ok..

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedtothebedroomwhile

diallingHope...

Hope:Hello?

Rain:Hi,areyoupickingthemorshouldibring

themover?

Hope:I'llpickthem.Willyouyoubethere?

Rain:Whatdifferencewillitmake?



Hope:Sorry,justmakingaconversationiguess...

Rain:Ifonalestressobuerra...ThelastthingI

wantisyoukillingmykids.Youpeopleare

unpredictable

Hope:Whereisthiscomingfrom?

Rain:Youaskingaboutmeknowingyoushouldn't

beaskingaboutme.

Hope:Canyoujuststopbeingtoorudetome?

You'rehappy,igetit.

Rain:I'mnotbeingrude,ijustwantustodothings

therightway.Itcanonlyhappenifyoustoptrying

todowhateveryou'retryingtodo.I'mnotgoingto

cheatwithyouorflirtwithyou.It'soverandyou

shouldrespectthat...Otherwiseyou'llstartcalling

menamesjustbecauseI'mnotflirtingback.

Hope:OK,I'msorry.

Rain:It'sok,bye

Shehungupandtookoffherclothes..



AtRere'sHouse...

LateronHopeparkedthecarandsteppedout,he

smiledathisdaughterandpickedherasshesmiled,

heputherinthecarseatwhileRereputthebag

insideandsighedlookingathim.

Heturnedaroundandgotinthecarthenhestarted

thecarasRerestoodby...

Rere:WhenyouconfrontedRainatthegardenthat

nightoftheshow...Whydidn'tyoutalktome?

Hope:Becauseitwasoverbetweenus

Rere:Rainalsoleftyou

Hope:You'renotRain.

Rere:Whatdoesthatmean?

Hope:Ireallydon'tthinkalltheseisnecessary,you



dumpedmeandI'veneverbotheredyouagain...I

don'tthinkIshouldnowexplainwhyI'mnot

harassingyou.Behappythatyou'rebeing

disrespected.Ihavemydaughterforaweekendso

maybeyoushouldgooutandhavemorefun,catch

anotherbadboydrivingaGD6sinceyouweren'tso

luckythefirsttime.

Rere:Rainisright...Youhaveabighead,gaayake

agobitsamarcopolo..

Hissmilestartedslowlyasheblushedandlaughed..

Hope:Sheactuallylovesmyhead...Sherubsit

whenwearewatchingamovieandshelovesit

evenmorewhenI'vehadafreshhaircut,igettofeel

hernailsonmyscalp...Sheblusheseachtimeshe

seesmewithanewhaircut,butwhensheisangry

shecallsmethat...Shebeencallingmethatsince

wewerechildrenwhenevershewasangrywithme...

Keaitsegorewhenifuckupmyheadisnolonger

sexyennabus.Iactuallygetflatteredwhenshe



saysthatwithoutbreathingbecausetheniknow

sheispissedthefuckoffandishouldapologise...I

feelsorryforyouifyouthinkshesaiditouthate.

(smiled)Goodnightbeautiful...

Rereswallowedandfoldedherarmsashedroveoff.

Shewalkedinthehouseandsighedasher

colleaguecalledher...

Rere:Hello?

Him:Skwataokae?

Rere:I'mhome,why?

Him:Aren'tyougoingtoTim'sparty?

Rere:I'mtired...Justwanttosleep

Him:No,I'mcomingtogetyou.Getyourassup

Rere:(laughed)Alright,shap

Shehungupandsmiledshakingherhead...



AtElla'sHouse...

LaterthateveningHopewalkedinthehousewhile

Ellawasfixinghermakeupsittingbythemirror,

Hopestoodbehindherandsquattedbehindher

chairlookingatheronthemirror...

Hope:Areyoufuckingsomeone?

Ella:Notyet...

Hope:(laughed)OK?

Ella:I'mgoingonadate...Ihopeitgoeswell...Ikind

oflikehimplushewassweetandcute.Heasked

meouttodinnerbeforeaskingformynumber...I

feltlikeI'maHollywoodstar..

Hope:Whatdoeshedo?

Ella:I'mnotsure...Givememyphoneletmegive

youhisnumberandnumberplateincaseheis

crazy.



Hope:Goodidea...

Hehandedherthephonethenshegavehimhis

details...

Hope:Callmeifanythinggoeswrong,I'lljustbe

homewiththechildren..

Ella:Ok.

Hestoodupandwalkedout...

Hope:Cheers...Condomise!

Ella:(laughed)Notonthefirstday,I'llplayhardto

getfirst

Hope:(laughed)Ok,shapo

Hepickedhisboyinthelivingroomandwalkedout

hangingthebagoverhisshoulderthenheputhim



inthecaranddroveoff...

AtRain'sHouse...

MeanwhileTumoparkedthecarandsteppedout

withapaperbag,hiscarlightsflashedashelocked

thecarandwalkedtowardsthedoorstep.He

knockedandbrusheddownhismustache,Rain

openedthedoorsmilingthenhesmiledandleaned

overhuggingher..

Tumo:Hi...

Rain:Hey...

Hesteppedintothelargelivingroomwhereshehad

pushedbackthecouchesandplacedamattress

beforethetelevisionforalongnightofmovies..

Hesmiledlookingatherchildrenandsquatted



holdingtheyoungest'shand...

Tumo:Yourkidsarebeautiful...

Rain:Thankyou..

Hepickedtheyoungestandsmiledholdingher..

Tumo:Sheremindsmeofmyboy'sdaughter...She

isthesamesize...LaiteakegalelekatinyaNanke

enehela

Rain:(laughed)Icanimagine...

Tumo:Kootenggaoborege..Yourbabiesare

beautiful..

HereachedinhispaperbagandhandedTsaronaa

lollipop...

Tumo:Hereyougo..



ShejumpedupanddownonthemattressasTumo

tookoffhisshoesandsatdownholdingtheother

baby...

RainwalkedinthebedroomanddialledHope..

Hope:Hello?

Rain:It'sbeenanhour,kooreobatagotsenaha

masigo?

Hope:Ihadtocollectotherkids.I'monmyway.

Rain:Youshouldhavebeenhereanhourago.Now

myguestandi'splanshavebeeninterrupted.

Hope:Kantewhyolebogalenowadays?

Rain:Mxm.

Shecutthecallandwalkedbacktothelivingroom

whereshejoinedTumoandthechildren.



MinuteslaterHopeparkedthecarandwalkedinthe

housewhereTumowaslayingonhisstomachby

themattresswatchingthemoviewhileTsarona

stoodontopofhisback...

Raingotupandhandedhimthebag..

Rain:Heishere!

Thenannywalkedoutandpickedthebabywhile

HopestoodtherelookingatRain..

Hope:Youintroducedthechildrentoyourboyfriend

withouttalkingtome?

Rain:Don'tbeimpossible

Hope:I'mserious

Rain:(loweredhervoice)Notnow...



Hopepickedhisdaughterandwalkedoutwherehe

putherinthecarwhilethenannygotinthefront

seat.Heclosedthedoorandwalkedtowardsthe

house...

Hope:Givemeaminute...

Hewalkedbacktothehouseandwalkedinwithout

knockingjustasRainwasabouttosit.

Hope:Ineedtotalktoyou

Rain:Can'twetalktomorrow?

Hope:No

Tumo:(stoodup)Youdon'thavetodothis...

Hope:Dowhat?

Tumo:Please..

Hope:Thisisaboutmychildren..



Tumo:Iunderstandthat..Please,youofallpeople

shouldunderstand.

Hopelookedathimforasecondandsighedthenhe

lookedather.

Hope:(toher)It'sok,good-night..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedawayclosingthedoor

thenRainturnedandlookedathim.

Rain:What'sgoingon?

Helookedinhereyesandgulped...

*

*

*

Thisisouronlyinserttodaybuttomorrowwewill



bebacktoournormalschedule.Don'tforgettolike

andcomment...

*
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AtRain'sHouse...

Tumo:Let'ssitdown...

Shesatdownandlookedathim...

Tumo:Ihavebeenbattlingdepressionforyears...I

hadthiscompanyforalmost5yearsandinthat5

yearsI'veneverwonasingletender...Iwasbroke

andunemployed...Mygirlfriendwasworkingfora

wholesaler,oneofherbossesfellforherandshe



marriedhimwithouttellingme...Ijustsawpictures

ofher...Shehadtoldmehersisterisgetting

marriedwhileitwasreallyher...Wheniaskedher

whyshesaidshedidn'tknowhowtotellme

becauseididn'tdoanythingwrongtoher...Itook

myfirstpilltotryanddealwiththatpain,thenext

dayineededitandadayafter...Overtimei

developedsomekindoftolerancesoihadto

increasethedose.Iwonthetenderandfocusedon

thatbutnotgettinganyfeelsterrible...I'maddicted...

ItakethesepillsnownotbecauseI'mgoingthrough

anythingbutbecausewithdrawalsarethemost

painfulthingintheworld...

Rain:SowhatdoesthishavetodowithHope?

Tumo:Iaskedoneofmyworkersiftheyknew

anyoneandtheygavemehisnumber,wrtalkedon

thephoneandhesaidhedoesn'tdoitanymore.I

convincedhimtomeetmekesaitsegorekeHope,

wrmetandhetoldmehedoesn'tdoit...Healso

gavemeearfulwhichsoundsencouragingcoming

fromarecoveringaddict.Iamnothighrightnow



thoughmybonesareshakingandifeeltingling.

Raintookbreathandsigheddefeated...

Rain:Soileftajunkiejusttolandonthelapof

anotherjunkie?Notjustajunkiebutilyingonetoo

whowasplanningtokeepthisawayfrommewhile

hejustmetmychildren.

Tumo:IguessIdeservesuchwords...Especially

aboutdrugsbutI'mnotaliar.Iwasgoingtotell

youwhenthetimeisright...Justlikeyouwerenot

readytotellmeaboutyourpolygamythings

Rain:Andyetyougavemeacoldshoulder...Imean

ifyouunderstooditwastooearlythenitwould

makesensebutyouactuallyignoredme..

Tumo:Iwasn'tignoringyou...Ipanickedbecausei

thoughtifirejectedheryou'drejectme,ineeded

timetodigestit.

Rain:Ifeellikethereismoreidon'tknowaboutyou

Tumo:That'smyonlyflaw...Imeanidon'tknow



aboutmypersonalitybutiknowidorightbymy

partner,ididn'tgetdumpedforcheatingor

violence...Igotdumpedbecauseididn'thave

money.Youcantakemyphoneandtalktoher...

Callmybrotherandaskhimtoo..I'mnothiding

anything,butifyoufeellikethisissomethingyou

can'ttakeitotallyunderstand.

Raintookadeepbreathandsighed...

Rain:I'mjustdisappointed...

Tumo:Iknow...I'mdisappointedinmyselftoobut

I'llneverdoitagainnomatterhowdifficultitis...I'll

fightthisoffandgetclean.

Rain:(sighed)OK...

Hereachedoverandheldherhandsoftlyrubbing

her...



Tumo:Iwon'tdisappointyou...You'vegivenme

morereasontobestronger.

Rain:Isthereanyothersecret?

Tumo:No...

Rain:Kids?

Tumo:Nokids..Pleasedon'tletthisonethingtint

mycharacter...I'mnotasbadasyouthink.

Rain:(laughed)I'mnotsayingyou'rebad,I'mjust

checkingbecauseidon'twantanysurprises.

Tumo:I'mclean...whataboutyou?Areyouover

Hope?

Rain:Whywouldyouaskmethat?

Tumo:Justchecking...Wheniloveiloveveryhard..

Rain:It'soverbetweenHopeandi,hewastheworst

boyfriendever...Idon'tthinkI'devergobackto

that...Hewasokbeforehegotintodrugs,afterthat

hehadprideandegobiggerthanhishead.Helet

hisgrandfatherinfluenceandchangewhoheis...

Thelaststrawwaswhenheabandonedmefor3

months.Ican'tgetoverthat...



Hestaredatherlipsmovingasshespokethenhe

leanedoverandkissedher,hegotontopofherand

kissedherfurther...

Attherestaurant...

MeanwhileEllasmiledassheputdownherforkand

knifethenshepickedaglassofjuiceandsippedas

herdatelookedathersmiling...

Ella:Sowhatdoyoudo?

Him:I'manaccountant..

Ella:Ok...

Him:Areyousureyoudon'twantwine?

Ella:No..

Him:Why?Youthinkit'sbitter?

Ella:I'vetastedwinebefore,iknowitcanbesweet



butijustdon'tfeellikedrinking..

Him:Ok..

Heleanedbackandsigheddrinkinghiswinethen

helookedatthewaitress..

Him:Doyoumindcallingthatwaitresssowecan

pay?Itsgettinglateandidon'twantyoutoget

homelate..

Ellastoodupandwalkedtowardsthewaitress,the

datereachedinhispocketandpouredapowderin

herjuicebeforepickingtheglassandshakingit

thenheputitdownandthrewhisheadback

finishinghiswine.Ellasatdownandsippedher

juiceasherdatepaid...

Him:Thankyousomuch

Waitress:You'rewelcome..



Shefinishedtheglassthenherdatestoodupand

waitedforherasshepickedherphoneandpurse.

Minuteslatertheywalkedoutoftherestaurantand

headedtotheparkinglotasshetookouthercar

keys...

Ella:ThanksforthedinnerBarui

Barui:Sure..

Hewatchedherassheapproachedhercarand

triedtoopenthedoorbutshegotdizzy,helooked

atthequietmildlydarkparkinglotandwalkedover

toherassheslowlyfelltotheground.

Hepickedherupandputherinthebackseatofhis

carandclosedthedoorthenhewalkedbackand

pickedthecarkeysleavingherphoneandpurse



there.Hegotinthecaranddroveoff...

AtBarui'sHouse...

Anhourlaterhepickedherupandcarriedherinthe

housethenhelaidheronthebed,hetookouthis

phoneanddialledsomeone...

Voice:Yeah..

Barui:Igother..Ihavethecarkeyswithmelikeyou

asked,don'tyouthinkyoushouldletitspenda

nighttheresothepolicecanfinditthere?Itwould

beweirdifthecarissafeandherphoneandpurse

weren't

Voice:Idon'twantanyonetostealthecar

Barui:ThisisMaunnotGaborone...Theyhardly

stealcarsaroundhere..Letitstaythereovernight

untilsomeonereportshermissingthenyoucan

collectitwithsparekeys.



Voice:You'reright,you'recompletelyright...Isshe

dead?

Barui:Notyet..

Voice:I'monlygoingtopayyouwhensheisdead..

Barui:Iknow,shewillbedeadbymorning.

Voice:Alright.Thanks.

HehungupandturnedaroundlookingatEllalaying

unconsciousonthebed,hepulledouthisTshirt

thenhetookoffhispantsandcrawledonthebed

HepulledupherdressandheldhisDashepushed

herpantiesasideandslidin..

Barui:(grunted)Uhh....

Heletgoofhisdwiththeheadinandpinnedhis

handsonthesheetsashepushedinwithherlaying



unconsciously..

AtHope'sHouse...

MeanwhilethemovieendedasHopegrabbedthe

remoteandswitchedofftheTV.Hegrabbedhis

phoneandheadedtobedbutbeforethat,he

checkedonthechildrenintheirroomandgotinhis

wherehesatontheedge.HeyawneddiallingElla

buttherewasnoanswer...hetypedamessage.

Hope:Howdidthedatego?Thoughtyousaidyou

won'tgiveituponthefirstnight? Oryoudecided

otherwise?Anywaystellmeyou'reOK.

HelaiddownandcheckedRain'sstatus,itwasher

handwithTumo'shandandtheirfeetinfrontof

Netflixshowingonthescreenwithacaption,"Walk

awayfrompeoplewhodon'tappreciateyouorsee

thevalueinyou,thereareotherpeoplecapableof



makingyouhappy".

Herepliedherstatusprivately..

Hope:I'mreallysorry.I'llneverstopapologising.I

hopeI'llfindawomanwhowilllovemethewayyou

usedtoloveme,butI'mafraidawisemanwas

right...Lovelikethatonlycomesonceinalifetime.

Shereadhismessagebuttherewasnoreplyfor

aboutaminutethenhenoticedshewastyping.He

smiledwaiting..

Rain:Stoptalkingtomeaboutanythingthatdoesn't

havetodowithourdaughters.Idon'twanttoargue

withyou,ijustwantpeace.Stopmakingmeshout

atyoubyprovokingme.

Hope:Sorry.



Heputthephonedownandlaiddownsleeping...

AtBarui'sHouse..

Baruipulledoutandhisjuiceflowedouttrappedin

herpanties,stillkneelingbesidesherhepulledout

herpantiesandwipedherthenhemovedoverand

#Removed....(thefollowingremovedscenemaybe

toographicforsomereaders,readersdiscretionis

advised)

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBarui'sHouse...

Hepulledoutandgrabbedhispantsthenheput

themonandgotthepillow,hekneltbesidesherand

putthepillowoverherfaceandpresseddown...

Foramomenttherewasnostrugglethenshe

begungraspingandkicking,hepressedherdown

untiltherewasnomovementthenhemovedthe

pillowawayandstaredather...

Hecheckedherpulsethenhedialledsomeone...

Him:Hello?

Barui:Yeah,it'sdone..

Heturnedthevideocallshowingher...



Barui:Ididn'tplanwheretothrowoffherbody

Him:Whyisshenaked?

Barui:Wantedtodosomething..

Him:Wenamonna..

Barui:Shapo

Him:Sure

Hehungupandpickedherupthenhecarriedherto

thecarandputherinthebackseatthenheclosed

thedoorandlockedhishousebeforedrivingoff...

LaterthatnightBaruidroveforafewminutesand

sloweddownbythesideoftheroadthenhepulled

overbytheblacktrashbagsandpushedher

outside,herbodylandedontheplasticsthenhe

closedthedooranddroveoff...



AtHope'sHouse....

ThenextmorningHopeopenedhiseyesandturned

aroundstretchinghisbackandyawningthenhe

grabbedhisphoneandcheckedhisphone.

HeclickedonRain'scontactandtyped..

Hope:Goodmorning...

Hedeletedthemessagebeforesendingitand

sighedthenhereceivedamessagefromRere.

Rere:Morning...Justwantedtosaythissoit

doesn'tstayinmebecauseIwanttoheal.Idon't

likethewayyoutalktomecomparingmetoRain,it

willcauseadriftbetweenmeandher.

Hope:Stoptryingtoprovokemewenasaan.Idon't

bringupRain,youdoandwheneveryoudoitit's



eithertohurtmyfeelingsorquestionmyactions.

Rainneesesidechicksoallowmetogriefbecause

ifeellikeI'mgoingthroughanastydivorce.Iwas

marriedtoheremotionallysoit'sgoingtotaketime

togetoverit.Don'ttalktomeaboutanythingelse

unlessithastodowithmydaughter.

Rere:Idon'tunderstandwhyalltheseattitude

towardsmebecauseyou'rethereasonwearehere.

Hope:Forfucksakepleaseleavemealone,whatdo

youwantmetosay?Rereyou'renottheonly

personwholosthere,IlostRaintoo.Sheisfucking

someguyandyou'renotmakingmylifeeasier.

Stopfuckingtalkingtome.Stopharassingme.If

youdon'tmentionhernameiwon'thaveareasonto

bemeantoyou,simple.

Rere:Ok.Bye

Hope:Thankyou!

HesighedandcheckedonElla'snumberbutshe

hadn'treadthemessagehesentthenightbefore

thenhedialedherbutherphonedidn'tgothrough.



Hecheckedthetimeagainanddialledthenumber

ofherdatefromlastnight..

Barui:Hello?

Hope:Hello,thisisHope,Ella'soldercousin.She

wasonadatewithyoulastnight,canitalktoher?

Barui:Adate?Iwasn'twithher

Hope:Ei,youpickedherup...Ihaveyournumber

platetoo.Whereisshe?

Barui:Wepartedwaysattherestaurant...Itriedto

sendheramessagelastnighttoaskherhowshe

wasandicouldn'tgetthrough.

Hope:WhereisElla?

Barui:(stuttering)Listen...Ididn'tdoanythingto

her..

Hope:Sowhereisshe?

Barui:Idon'tknow.



Thedatecutthecall,hetriedtocallhimagainbut

thephonewasoffthenhesatupworriedly...

Onthesideoftheroad...

LaterthatmorningTumodrovebytalkingtothe

phonewhiledrivingandcaughtsightofahuman

leg,herolleddownhiswindowandlookedoutbut

hehadalreadypassedsohepulledoveranddrove

backconfused...

Tumo:Ithinkisawaleg

Rain:(laughed)Whatleg?

Tumo:Aperson'sleg

Rain:(laughed)Babeyoupromisedmeyou'redone

withthatstuff.

Tumo:NoI'mseriouslikearealperson'sleg.I'llcall

youback.



Hehungupashiseyesgotstuckontheblacktrash

plasticbags,thecloserhegotthemoreitgot

clearer,ayounggirllayingonherbackwithherlegs

spreadandnopanties.

Hestoppedthecarandsteppedoutthenheran

overandtouchedherneckcheckingherpulse...

*

*

*

*
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Atthecrimescene...



Tumofrozeforaminutetryingtofeelherpulsethen

hepushedherlegstogetherandpulleddownher

dressassheslowlymovedherhead...

Tumo:MysisterareyouOK?

Shegroanedandputherhandoverneckasatear

randownthecornerofhereye..

Tumo:I'vecalledthepolice...AreyouOK?

Tearsfilledhereyesassheshookherhead..

Ella:(whispered)Takemetothehospital..butIdon't

rememberwhathappened

Tumo:It'sok...Icalledthepoliceandthe

ambulancewillbehereanyminute..



Sheclosedherlegstogetherembarrassedand

lookedawaybutTumohelpedhersitupasthe

policecarstoppedby..

Tumo:I'llstaywithyouuntilthey'rehere...Thenwe

willgotothehospitalok?

Shenoddedasthepoliceofficerwalkedoverand

talkedtoher...

AtHope'sHouse...

LateronHope'sgrandfathersatdownandpicked

hisgrandson...

Him:Howareyou?

Hope:I'mfine...

Him:Areyouavoidingme?



Hope:No,beenbusy...(pressinghisphone)Ellais

notpickingherphone..

Him:Shelovesyou...Youshouldmarryher

Hope:Elladoesn'tloveme...Sheusedtohavea

crushonmegrowingup...What'shappeningwith

hernowiscalledstockholmsyndrome,Iabused

herandachildcameoutofit,forthatchildshehad

toputmymistakesaside...Everythingshedoesis

forChancebecausethat'swhatmother'sdo...They

forgiveusforourchildren'ssake.Iknowican'tgive

Ellatheloveshedeserves...Icanbehercousin,big

brotherorhavefunwithherbutiwouldn'twanther

wastetimethinkingshelovesmewhenshejust

wantsparentsforherson.Onedayshewillfallin

loveandthenshewillseehowwrongiwasto

destroyherlife...Shewillresentmeandgothrough

astageofgrief...Wouldn'titbepainfulifshehadto

dealwiththatwhilemarriedtome?Idon'twantthat

forher,sheismorethanjustacousin...Sheismy

friendnow,iknowherdreamsandgoals,she

knowsmineandwearebestfriends..That'sallwe

caneverbe.PleasestopaskingmewhenI'm



marryingherbecauseitwillneverhappen.

Him:Ihearyou...Aboutthethrone...Youhaveto

changeyoursurnamefromMoilwatoournamein

ordertorule..

Hope:Soundslikealotofwork,igettiredjust

thinkingaboutit...

Thenannywalkedinwithatrayoffoodandserved

them...

AtRere'sgrandmother's...

LateronRere'sgrandmotherwalkedintheliving

roomandpausedlookingatReredozingoffonthe

couchinheruniform.

HergrandmotherswitchedofftheTVandwalked

outclosingthedoorsilently....



Atthehospital....

Tumolockedthecarandwalkedinthebuilding

talkingtothephone...

Tumo:Yeahbabe...

Rain:What'sgoingon?

Tumo:I'matthehospital...Iwanttocheckonthis

girlandseeifsheisOK.

Rain:Youalreadycalledthepolice,doyouhaveto

bethere?

Tumo:Yeah,justforaminute...I'llcallyoulater

Rain:Okbye

Hehungupandwalkedinthebuilding.Afterafew

enquiriesheknockedonthedoorandwalkedin

whileEllasatonthebed,shesmiledrecognising

himfromearlierthenhesmiledandhuggedher

rubbingherback..



Tumo:Youlooksomuchbetter...

Ella:Thankyou..Thepolicetookmystatement.I

suspectthemaniwasonadatewith..

Tumo:Soundsobviousthatit'shim..Butyou'llbe

alright.

Hehandedheraplasticoffood...

Tumo:Ithoughtyoumightnéedthis..

Ella:(smiled)Thankyou...

Heopenedtheplasticandsatonherbedthenhe

handedher,sheslowlygotitandsmiledbefore

eating...

*

*

*



*
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Atthehospital...

Tumosilentlylookedatherwhileshewaseating...

Tumo:Sowhatdoyouremember?

Ella:Just...Beingonadatewiththisguyandnow

thatithinkaboutit,itwadweirdhowhekeptasking

meifiwantalcoholbutididn'twanttodrinkonmy

firstdate.Afterthatwewalkedtothecarwherewe

weretopartwaysthenistartedgettingreallydizzy...

Inasleepyway...Irememberhimwalkingback

fromhiscarthenheheldme....That'sit...Thenext

thingirememberisyourfacewithyourhandonmy

neck...



Tumo:I'mgladthepolicetookarapetestbecause

hewillbetestedandgetcaught...Didyoucall

anyone?Yourfamily?

Ella:Idoubtthereisanyonelookingforme...Except

maybemycousinbuthemightnotnoticemegone

untilafterafewdays...EitherwayI'membarrassed

totellpeopleI'vebeenraped.Idon'twanttobe

discriminated...

Tumo:Itotallyunderstand...Iwon'ttellanyone

aboutyoueither,mystatementendedwiththe

police...Ihadasister...Shecommittedsuicide

whenshewas16,turnedoutourunclehadbeen

rapingherandshewasafraidtosayanything

becauseshedidn'tthinkanyonewouldbelieveher...

Ithurtmeevenmorebecauseiwasclosetoherbut

inevernoticedanything...Sometimesmyuncle

wouldgivememoneytogobuysomethingvery

far...Iwassuchastupidlittleboy.

Ella:Ifsomeonedoesn'tspeakthereisnohowyou

cantell...

Tumo:Weallfailedtoseeallthesigns...Idon't



thinkI'deverletmydaughteroutofmysightifi

everhaveone.Mylittlesisterwasthequietshy

type...

Ella:Iwaslikethatgrowingup...Iwasafraidto

speakmymindbecauseididn'twanttoupsetmy

adoptivemother...Whenigotpregnantshewanted

metoabort...Itwassodifficultandtothisday

nobodybelievedhowigotpregnant.Ididn'thave

sexwiththefatherofmychild...Andheismy

cousinforthatmatter.Hewasangrywithmy

father...Sohejerkedpickedhissemenwitha

syringeandputitinsideme...Iusedtogetpainful

periodssohetoldmeitwasmedication.Heisa

pharmacistanditrustedhim...Monthspassedandi

didn'tgetmyperiodsoiwashappythinkingi

wouldn'thavetoworryaboutperiodatschool...

OnlytofindoutI'mpregnant...Hewasneverlike

thatfromthebeginningthenifoundouthewason

drugs...Iappreciatethatwhenhenoticediwas

pregnantrealitystruckhim...Hegotcleanand

wantedtobethereforhisson.Hehasbeenvery

supportive...Thereisnothingiaskforthathe



doesn'tdobecausehefeelshedestroyedmylife...

Heevensaidithimselfthathe'ddoanythingforme

andhisson.Healsowantsmetofindagoodguy...

Hehadtakenthisguy'snumberincaseanything

goeswrongsoiknowmycaseisstrong.

Tumolookedinhereyesemotionallyand

swallowedbeforereachingoverandholdingher....

Hewasn'tevensurewhattosay...

Tumo:You'reveryforgiving...Iprayyoufindaguy

whowon'ttakeadvantageofyou.I'msosadthatso

faryouhaven'tmetanyonewhoseesgoodinyou...

Iknowthatwemencanbeevil...Seeingagood

womanasastupid...Thisguyshouldhaveseena

wifeinyounot...(sighed)I'msorry...

Ella:I'llgetoverit,myownmotherneverlovedme...

ShedumpedmewheniwasababysoI'mnot

surprisedthatpeopleusemeanddumpme...I

appreciatethatihaveafamilyanditsmyson.I

won'ttrydatingeveragain...I'llmasturbateifI'm



pressured..

Tumo:Itwillprobablybetooearlytodate...You

deservealittlebreak..

Ella:Plusihavetodealwithmybrother,heistrying

tostealmyfather'sproperty.I'mtryingtorunthe

businessbutkeafokolatotatobehonestbecausei

don'tknowhowtorunabusinessandI'mafraidit

willclosedownandI'llnothaveenoughtosupport

myfather

Tumo:Ihaveacompany...Icantellyouhowtodoa

fewbasicthings...Ormaybeweshouldenrolyouto

abusinessmanagementcourse

Ella:Idon'thavesuchmoney...Thecompanyisin

debts..

Tumo:I'llpayforyourcourse.Ithinkasixmonths

ortwelvemonthscourseshoulddo..

Ella:Thankyou...But...Don'tyouhaveawifeor

girlfriend?Whatifshe-

Tumo:I'mnotmarried...Thereissomeoneijust

startedseeingit'sbarelyamonthsoI'mnotsure



howsheseesourrelationship.Wehaven'treached

thelevelofmepassingeverydecisionbyher

especiallywhenitcomestohelpingothers.

Ella:Sheisluckytohaveamanlikeyou...You're

generousandcaring,Icanonlyimaginetheamount

ofloveshemustbegetting

Tumo:It'snew...Ihaven'thadthatchancetoshow

hermylove...Idon'tknowifI'llfullyhaveitthough...

Justlikeyoushehadanencounterwithaguywho

wasondrugsandshejusthatesanythingtodo

withdrugs.Wheniwasunemployedisomehow

starteddependingondrugsbutI'mnotnow.I'm

afraidimighthaveturnedheroffbutshesaysit's

ok...

Ella:Shewasjustshocked,shewillloveyou...

Tumo:Yeah...AnywaysI'llgetyouaphonewhen

yougetdischargedthenyoucancutyoursim

card...sopleasegetbettersoonsoyoucanchoose

thephoneyouwant...Anyphone..

Ellasmiledlookingathimindisbelief,hereached



overandheldherhandsoftlyrubbingit.

Tumo:You'vegotyourselfabestfriendrighthere...

Shetearfullylookedathimthenshekneltonthe

bedandhuggedhimwithacannulaonherhand,he

puthisarmsaroundherandsighedholdingher

thenhestoodupandturnedaroundforaproper

hugasherlittlebodycomfortablyfittedinhisarms

withherkneelingonthebed..Thedooropenedthen

Hopewalkedin.

TumofrownedconfusedasEllaturnedlookingat

Hope...HopeandTumolockedeyeswithout

flinching..

*

*

*

*
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PreviouslyonChanceMoilwa2

Dallasbelieveshegotavisitfromhislatefriend,he

tellshisnephewthatChanceseniorsaidheshould

trustthelawyerLefikaZamboandthatthe

children'smoneywouldbepaidsoon...isthispartof

hisdementiaorhereallygotavisitfromthe

condemned?

Rainseemstohavefoundherselfasecondchance

atloveinTumotheGD6driverwhoalsocomeswith

afewflaws,butdoesshestillbelieveinlove

enoughtoworkonafewflaws?Alsowhat'swith

thestrictnessonbabydaddy?Doesbabymama

justwantastraightupcoparentingsetuporisthere

somethingfuelingthatirritationtriggeredbyHope



Moilwa?

Rereseemstohavelosttheconfidenceshestarted

with...Forsomeonewhowantednothingtodowith

gettinghurtshesureasksbabydaddyalotof

questions...Willthisbeherrock-bottomorwillshe

soldieron?

Ellameetshermisfortune...Someonewantsher

dead,who?Weareyettofindout..Butthroughout

alltheseshefindsherselfsomeonewhopresents

himselfasafriend...AfriendthatHopeMoilwa

knowsverywellandtheretheyare...Staringatone

anotherinherhospitalroom?WhatwillbeHope's

reaction?RememberTumoseemstohavean

attitudeofhis...Maybeanego?Imeantheman

knowshecanbringitdownforaladyifhewants

to...Let'sseehowHopedigestsitall...keepreading!

***

Atthehospital...



Tumo:You'vegotyourselfabestfriendrighthere...

Shetearfullylookedathimthenshekneltonthe

bedandhuggedhimwithacannulaonherhand,he

puthisarmsaroundherandsighedholdingher

thenhestoodupandturnedaroundforaproper

hugasherlittlebodycomfortablyfittedinhisarms

withherkneelingonthebed..Thedooropenedthen

Hopewalkedin.

TumofrownedconfusedasEllaturnedlookingat

Hope...HopeandTumolockedeyeswithout

flinching..

Ella:(smiled)Comemeetmyfriend...Hisnameis

Tumo..

Hope:Wasthisyourdate?

Ella:No,hefoundmeandtookcareofeverything...

TumithisisHope,heismyson'sfather...



Hopeslowlyputtheplasticbagsovertheshelfand

sighedsittingwhereTumowassittingwhilehe

stoodbystillholdingElla'shand...

Hope:Sowhatareyougettingintimatehugsfor?

Ella:(laughed)Wasthehugintimate?

Hope:Yeah...(lookingatTumo)Foraguywhohas

agirlfriendtheyshouldrespectyeah,itwas..

Tumo:Howmanykidsdoyouevenhave?SofarI've

gatheredfourandthey'reallnotover2yearsold.

Youmusthavebeenverybusy...Youshouldhave

namedthemKedirileBanaLetsatsiLethabile

Hope:ItwasactuallysupposedtobePillara

TsaronaDitsileMmogobutDitsilewasnamed

Chance..Afterhislategrandfather,soyourpointis?

Ronaraimisaakeregarerotemetsi..

Tumo:(laughed)Metsiarotiwakebomang?

Hope:Babamakalanggoreraimisa,sakayamea

rwelebanamotenggasemetsi.



Tumo:Minecarriesmybloodlinetoobutichoose

whereidropmyseeds...Anywayslet'shopegao

roteolenosi...ThewayRaincriedidoubtsheever

feltthatwaybefore

Hope:Shefeltmuchbetterthanthat,trustme...You

shouldbegladitwasawhileaftermebecausei

don'tshare...butyou'llunderstandwhenI'vepassed

throughthatlittleparkinglotwithmytruck.

Ella:Soidon'texist?

Hope:HeisRain'sboyfriend,what'shedoinggiving

youguys?

Tumo:Yes..Andsheismyfriend..

Hope:Whyareyouaftermyexs?

Tumo:Ellaisnotyourex..Youshouldbegladshe

forgaveyouforruiningherlife.AndI'mnotafter

her...

Hope:Youneedtoleave..

Ella:Heisnotleaving,heismyfriend

Tumo:It'sokEl..I'llseeyoulater.



Heleanedoverandhuggedherbeforewalkingout

astheirhandsrefusedtoletgo,Hopewaiteduntil

thedoorclosedthenhelookedatElla.

Hope:Isn'tittooearlyforyoutobeflirtingwiththe

nextguy?

Ella:I'mnotflirtingwithhim..Heisjustafriend

Hope:ThisisRain'sboyfriend...Andhedoes

drugs...

Ella:Weallhaveproblemsthatforceustomake

baddecisions,idon'tevenknowwhyI'mnoton

drugsbecauseican'tseemtobeoutofdrama.My

pointisdon'tjudgehimbeforeknowinghim

Hope:Iamnotjudginghim...Butidon'ttrustyour

judgementanymore..Thepolicearestill

questioningBabuiorwhateverhisnameisand

you'realreadymakinganotherfriend.You'retoo

youngtounderstandwhatI'mtalkingabout...I'm

notjealousI'mworriedaboutyou..



Ella:Ipromisethereisnothinggoingonbetween

us...wemetthismorning.

Hope:AndheisRain'sboyfriend...

Ella:IremembertheguyfromFacebook...Let's

makeadeal,ifthingsgetoutoflineI'llletyouknow

butfornowthereisnothing.

Hope:Ok,doyoulikehim?

Ella:Imeanhesavedmeandheisverysweetbut

wearebestfriends.

Hope:Ifyousayso..

Ella:Ipromiseiwon'tdoanythingwithhim,you

knowI'mveryopenwithyou

Hope:Yeahbut..

Ella:Nobut...I'lltellyouifourrelationshipgoes

beyondfriendship.

Hope:OK...Anywaysitoldthepolicethatisuspect

Jadebecausehehasyourcar..Uncle'scar,he

probablythoughtyou'redead.

Ella:Ithoughtasmuch..



Hope:Wewillhearfromthembecausetheysaid

they'vetakenhiminforquestioning..Ibroughtyou

foodlehaTumoatisitse

Ella:(smiled)Thankyou..

Hope:Howareyou?

Ella:I'mfine,I'mtryingnottothinkaboutit...But

thenidon'tknowwhathappened,icanfeelthat

somethinghappenedbetweenmylegsbutI'mnot

thatinjured.I'mirritatedonly..

Hope:I'mreallysorry..

Ella:It'sok...Don'tworryaboutit.

Hope:Heisgoingtopayforthis..Jadetoo

Ella:Yeahbutletthepolicehandleit,Chanceneeds

you...Noprisonplease..Youpromisedyourdad

that..

Hope:Iknow...

Hetookadeepbreathandsighedthenhisphone

vibrated.Hereadthemessageandsmiledthenhe



lookedatEllaandshowedherthemessage.She

smiledback...

Atthemall...

LateronTumowalkedinacellphoneshopandhad

alookatthephonesondisplay...

Tumo:Letmehavethat..Bringthatpinkpouchtoo...

Theshopassistantbroughtthephoneandthey

testedit...

MeanwhileoutsideRainsteppedoutofthecarand

walkedtowardstheshoptalkingtothephone...

Rain:Hello?

Rere:(lowvoice)Hi..



Rain:What?

Rere:I'mnotfeelingwell...Haven'tbeenoutofbed

sincemorning.

Rain:Gototheclinic,I'mnotadoctor.

Rerecutthecall,shehungupandwalkedinthe

shopjustasTumosteppedout..

Rain:Hi..

Tumo:Hey...Whatareyoudoinghere?

Rain:Buyingachargerformyphone...(lookedat

thepinkgiftbag)whataboutyou?

Tumo:Gettingsomethingforafriend...

Raingotthegiftboxandlookedatthephoneand

thereceiptforthe12Kphone..

Rain:Youpaid12Kforaphone?



Tumo:It'saniPhone

Rain:What'shername?

Tumo:Ella...

Rain:Doiknowher?(hejuststaredather)Ellawa

gaHope?

Tumo:Yes,ifoundherthismorning..Shewas

druggedanddumpedonthesideoftheroad.The

policecameandshewastakentothehospital.We

talkedforawhileandclicked...I'mhopingthis

phonewillbringasmiletoherfaceandmakeher

forgetwhathappenedlastnight..

Rain:Youmetherlastnightandyou'rebuyingher

aniPhonefor12K?

Tumo:You'resayingthatlikeit'swrong..

Rain:No,youcan'tdothat...I'mnotcomfortable

withyoudoingthis

Tumo:Sheismyfriendandyoushouldrespect

that..Idon'twantarelationshipwhereigetdictated

onwhoicanbefriendandshouldn'tbefriend...IfI

wascheatingthenI'dunderstandbutI'mnot



cheating..Sheandiconnectedinawayican't

explan...Ilikeherandherbackgroundisverysad..

Sheisbraveandmore...Totarautwana...

Rain:Soyou'dbeOKwithmegettingapresentfrom

aman?

Tumo:Yes..Aslongasyou'renotcheatingidon't

mind,friendshipsareimportantandEllaismy

friend..

Rain:Tomebeingfriendswiththeoppositesexis

wrong...I'mnotevennegotiatingonthat...Please

respectthat

Tumo:Andtomefriendshipsareimportanttoo..We

havetomeeteachotherhalfwayorcallitquits..

*

*

*

*
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Atthemall..

Rainlookedathimforasecondtryingtofind

words...

Tumo:Idon'tunderstandhowwhyyouhaveto

decidewhatican'tdowithmymoneywhenwe

havejustmet...Iappreciateawoman'sadvice,i

reallydobutidon'twanttofeellikeyou'retreating

melikeyourchildasifican'tmakemyown

decisions..

Rain:Isspending12Konsomeoneyoujustmetis

logical?

Tumo:Yes...Becausesheisnotjustsomeoneimet,

ihatethatihavetoactuallyexplainmyself...Isn'tit

tooearlyforthis?Thenextthingyou'llbetellingme

ishouldn'tsendmyfamilymoneyorishouldn'tvisit

myfamily.



Rain:SoI'mcontrolling?

Tumo:Basically,ithinkyou'vebeeninasucha

toxicrelationshipsomuchthateverythingis

negativeandeverywomanisacompetition...I

understandwhyEllawouldthreatenyou...Shewas

athreatinyourpreviousrelationship...Probablyis

thereasonHopedidn'tpayattentionbutidon'tsee

herlikethat.Sheismylittlesister...Idon'texpect

youtounderstandthatbecauseinyourworldaman

can'tbenicetoawomanunlesshewantstoget

betweenherlegs..

Helookedatherannoyedandsighed...

Tumo:Ithinkicelebratedhavingyoutooearly...

NowiunderstandwhyHopehadtokeepgetting

breaksfromyou.Youdon'ttrustanyoneandit's

annoyingtohavesomeonecontrolyouractions

becauseoftheirinterpretations...

Rain:You'remorerudethanieverthought,leHope

gaannajaana.



Tumo:Ididn'tcheatonyou..Hedid,ididn'thurtyou,

hedidbutwhoispaying?Me...Afewdaysintoa

relationshipyou'retellingmewhatnottodowithout

evenwatchingmetoseeifI'mthecheatingorlying

type...Ihaven'tliedtoyoubecauseihavenobad

intentionswithher.Ifiwascheatingyou'dnever

findout...I'dkeepherasecret.Ihavetogo...Ithink

webothneedcounsellingbecauseihonestlycan't

understandyourpointofviewthoughI'dreallylike

tounderstandwhyyou'reactingthisway.Bye

Hewalkedpastherthensheturnedaroundand

watchedhimwalkaway,sheneverthoughtshe'd

feelthiswaybutitfeltlikeablowonherface.She

hadsownnottoeverletanyoneinherheartto

avoidfeelingthiswaybuthereshewasbreakingin

anotherrelationship..

Shewalkedintheshopandstoodbytheglass

tryingtorememberwhatshewalkedinforbutshe

couldn'tremember,sheturnedaroundandwalked



out..

WalkingtowardstheparkingshewatchedTumo

drivingoutoftheparkinglotandgotinhercar,she

satinthereforaminuteandtookadeepbreath.

Shedialledherfather'snumberanddroveout...

Him:Hello?

Rain:I'mstartingtodoubtiftrueloveexist...Every

timeitrytoletsomeoneinmyhearttheyjusthurt

me...Andrelationshipstressreallytakesit'stollon

me...I'mgoingtoloseweight,lookshabbyandeven

lookugly...

Him:Whathappened?

Shetearfullystartedthecaranddroveout..

Rain:Peoplealwayshurtmewithwords...Thisguyi

wastellingyouabout...Hejustboughtanother



womanaphone,anexpensivephonebecausehe

wantstoputasmileonherface...Icomplainand

hetellsmeallkindsofhurtfulthings.I'mveryhurt

papa...Iwillneverbeinarelationshipafterthis...

I'mgoingtotakemytimeandthinkaboutbreaking

thingswithhim.Idon'twanttobetooquicktoleave

butheisrude...

Him:Whenyouchoosetobeinarelationshipjust

knowthatdayswon'tallbepeaceful.It'stheway

lifeis..

Rain:InthatcaseI'mdonebecausemyworstfear

isfeelingthisway,unloved,rejectedandworthless

becauseofaboyfriend'streatment.Iamnow

quittinginrelationships..

Him:That'sstillnotabadidea...Ifeltlikeitwastoo

earlytomoveonafterbeinginsuchanemotionally

drainingrelationshipwithHope.

Rain:Iwasjusttryingtomoveon.Howismy

stepmother?

Him:(laughed)Sheisgood,wearecomingtoMaun.

Rain:I'llpassbythisweekend.Bye



Him:Bye

Shehungupanddroveoff...

AtRere'sHouse...

LateronRainknockedonthedoorandstepped

back,Rereopenedthedoorwithafleeceblanket

aroundhershouldersandahandkerchiefinher

hand,shesneezedandrubbedhernoselookingat

Rainwithreddisheyes..

Rainputherhandoverherforeheadandrolledher

eyeswalkingin...

Rain:Soyoujusthadtocallmeoversoicancatch

yourflue?Itwasn'tenoughthaticaughtyourSTD...

Nowimustgetyourvirus



Rerefollowedherfixingtheblanketaroundhercold

body,Rainwalkedinthekitchenandboiledthe

waterwhileRerestoodatthedoor...

Rere:(sneezed)I'mquittingtheforce...

Raincarriedonmakingahomeremedyfortheflue

withoutsayinganything..

Rere:Butistilldon'tknowifI'llsucceedifiopena

business...

Rain:Whyareyouquitting?Becauseyouthinkmen

don'tlikewomensoldiers?

Rere:wellithurtsknowingthatbutthetruthisits

difficulttobeamotherwhileyou'reintheforce...

Mensucceedbecausetheirwivestakethat

motherlyrolebutitshardforme...Tripsarecoming

andsometimesiworkatnight..Mygrandmotheris

gettingolder

Rain:Therearepoliceofficerswhoarewomen,



somearenurseswhoworknightshirts,andothers

areevencooksinclubs..Theyhustle..Nothing

comeseasy..Whatmakesyouthinkabusinesswill

makeyouspendtimewithyourgirl?Don'tlet

anythingspoilyourdreams.Youlovebeinga

soldier..

Rere:Itmakesmelooklikeaman..

Rainturnedaroundandhandedherawarmcupof

remedy.

Rain:I'msurprisedyouactuallybelievedwhatisaid

outofanger

Rere:Peoplemeanwhattheysayinanger

Rain:Someofuswilljustsayanythingtohurtyou

evenifitmeansnottellingthetruth.Isaythingsi

don'tmeanwhenI'mangry...Skaiborisacareer.Ifa

mandoesn'tacceptRereforasoldiersheistoobad.

ShewalkedoutandsighedasRerefollowedher...



Rain:Ihavetogo.Don'tcallme,wearestill

enemies

Rere:(smiledlookingather)Ok...Niceclothes,you

lookbeautiful

Rain:Iknowright.

Theylaughedasshewalkedoutandgotinthecar,

Reresmiledstandingatthedoorstepsippingthe

remedy,Rainwavedthenshewavedbackand

sippedagainbeforesneezing.

AtTumo'soffice...

LateronTumofrownedlookingatafewsketch

plansfromhisarchitect,hisassistantwalkedin

withawrappedgiftandplaceditonthetable.

Tumo:Thankyou,didyouputthereceiptsinside?



Her:Yessir

Tumo:Thankyou

Shewalkedoutthenhecarriedonthoughtfully

lookingattheplans,thedooropenedthenheturned

hisheadlookingatthedoorasRainwalkedin...

Rain:Yourassistantwasn'tatherdesksoilet

myselfinbutiwon'tbelong.Ihavetogobreastfeed

mydaughter...

Tumoputdowntheplansandlookedather..

Rain:Icametofreeyoufrommeandthis

relationship...Nnakemothoyoelenggoreiwas

deeplyhurt,itateawaymyselfesteemandI'm

afraidtobehurt...Waitsebothokojwagotshelao

itsegorethereisanotherwomanwhoislovedmore

whocomesfirstisnotnice...Iamafraidyou're

goingtohurtmesoI'mleavingthisrelationship



beforeireachastageofcryingaloneorstalking

yourfemalefriends.I'mjustdonewithrelationships

becauseasmuchastherearegooddaysthebad

daysekaredikasomolamothomowa.I'msorry

thatI'mtooinsecuretobewithamanthatdoesn't

mindbuyinganexpensivephoneforafriendhe

allegedlymethoursbefore.That'sallicametosay.

Bye

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedout...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtTumo'soffice...

Tumoputdownthesketchesandwalkedoutthe

buildingtowardstheparkinglotwhereRainwas

reversing.

Tumo:Rain?Wait...Stop...!

Shestoppedandrolleddownthewindowthenhe

leanedover...

Tumo:You'rejustbeingimpossible...Whyisit

alwayseasyforyoutowalkawayfromthis

relationship?You'renoteventryingtounderstand

thatthishasnothingtodowithusorlove...Ella

remindsmesomuchofmysister...Youdon't

understand.

Rain:It'snolongeraboutElla...You'rejusttoo

insensitiveforme...Thewayyoutalkedaboutme

turnedmeoff,ihateapersonwhowalksawayfrom



meinthemiddleofaconversation.Ithurtsmeso

bad...I'mnotlikeotherpeople...Isufferfrom

anxietysowhenyouwalkawayfroma

conversationithurtsbecauseiassumetheworst...

Ialsodon'tlikeyourviewsconcerningfriendships

withtheoppositesex...I'msorryiwon'thaveamale

bestiewhenihaveaman...I'mnotsayingyoumust

hatewomenbutbuyingphoneya12Kshowslack

offinancialresponsibility.10yearsdowntheline

you'llbegettingaloanforafriend,I'llbeyourwife

andwewillgetsuidbythebankandloseitall.In

oneconversationilearntthatwearenot

compatible..You'llfindawomanwhodoesn'tmind

herboyfriendbuyingexpensivegiftsforwomen.

Pleasestepback...

Hesteppedbackthenshedroveoffashetooka

deepbreathandsighed...

AtHope'sHouse...



LaterthateveningRainparkedthecarandgrabbed

thepacksofbreastmilkthensheknockedonthe

door.

Thenannyopenedthedoorcarryingthecryingbaby,

Rainsmiledandpickedherasthenannygotthe

milk..

Rain:Sorryitooksolong...I'llgobehindthehouse

andfeedher.

Nanny:Ok,butshejustwokeup.

Rain:Ok..

Rainopenedthebackdoorandwalkedalongthe

lawntothepoolloungewhereshesatdownandput

thebabyonherlap,shetookoutherbreastandput

thenippleinthebaby'smouth.Thebabysuckled

hungrilywhileRainsmiledadmiringher,thebaby

enjoyedthemilkliftingherlegwhileholdingher

toe...



AtthegateHopedrovethroughandintothegarage,

hesteppedoutlookingatRain'scarthenhebent

overlookingathimselfonthemirrorbrushingdown

hiswaveswithhishandthenhismustache,he

tuckedinhisshirtandfixedhiswatchthenhetook

adeepbreathandcalmlywalkedinthelivingroom

buttherewasnoone...Welljustthechildren

watchingcartoons.Hepickedeachandgavethem

akissasthenannywalkedoutfromthekitchen...

Hope:IsawRai'scaroutside,whereisshe?

Nanny:Outsidebreastfeeding.

Hope:Ok...

Hesteppedoutsideandwalkedtowardsthepool

whereRainwassitting,heslowlysatonthelounge

chairnexttohersandsighedlookingather

breastfeeding...



Hope:Hi..

Rain:Hi...

Therewassilenceastheysatthere,helookedat

herfeetinhighheels,shehaddonehernailsand

thisnailpolishmatchedhershoes...Hecouldonly

imaginekissingthesolesofherfeetandsucking

hertoes...Puttinghercleanfeetonhischestand

finallydownhisdic,slidinghisdicbetweenhertoes

andenjoyingholdingbothofherfeet..

ThesilencecontinuedasRainbreastfedthebaby

untilshewasfull,thebabyspatthenippleandHope

staredathernipple...Itwaserectandlookedquite

soft...foramomenthefoundhimselfwondering

aboutthetasteofhermilkanditwouldfeeltosuck

thatnipple,hesuckeditfromherteensbutstill..

MeanwhileRainturnedlookingathim,shewasn't

surewhathewasthinking...Butitwasjustweird



howhequietlystaredatherassheputherbreast

backinthebra...Whateverhewasthinkinghaving

himsitnexttoherwasjustannoying!Shestoodup

andsighed..

Rain:I'mgoing...

Hopeslowlystoodupnotsurewhattosay,hedidn't

wanthertogososoonbutwithherstraightface

andtheangershehadtowardshimhecouldn'teven

sayanything.Hewalkedbehindherpackinghis

bonerandputhishandsinthepocket.Thistimehe

didn'twanttogetabacklashfromherby

complementingherorsayinganythingthatwasn't

aboutthechildrenbutshelookedbeautifulandhe

lovedhowherbuttshookinthisslack,therewere

nopantilessoshewasdefinitelyputtingonathong

andknowingRainitwasverybeautiful...Probably

hadthatnaturalscentthatmadehimcumonhis

own...



Rainwalkedinandhandedthebabythenshe

tiptoedbeforethegirlscouldseeher.Hopewalked

tothebedroomandslightlymovedthecurtains

lookingatherasshegotinthecaranddroveoff.

Heslowlyletgoofthecurtainsandsighed,hesat

onthebedandburiedhisfacebetweenhishands...

Hisphonerangthenhepicked..

Hope:Hello?

Rain:Ijustsawthechildren'smoney,it's125K,i

wanttobuyeachofthemaplotasyouinitially

plannedbutithinkthemoneyistoosmalltobuy2

plotsbecausethecheapestplotsgoforabout75K

dileempty.Theoneswithoneroomarearound85K

andthosearesafetobuybecauseit'squickto

transfer...

Hope:Yesbuyinganemptyplotisriskybecause

thenyouhavetobuildsomethinginsidebeforeyou

canbeallowedtochangeownership,bythattime

thesellerhassoldtheplottotwopeoplethenyou



havetogothroughcourtandgetstressed.

Rain:Yeah,soI'mtakingfrommysavingsand

toppingthechildren'smoneythenI'mbuyingeach

oneqaplot.IbelieveI'llhavetotopwithabout45K.

Hope:Wow...Thankyousomuch.

Rain:I'llmakesurebothplotsaresafeandintheir

namesincaseigetmarriedoranythinghappens

thatmaycausethemlosingthem.

Hope:You'rethinkingaboutgettingmarriedwith

Tumo?

Rain:You'remissingthepoint

Hope:IthinkhehasacrushonElla

Rain:Wasimololaakere?Talkingtomeabout

thingsthathavenothingtodowiththechildren?

Evenifhewascheatingonmeiwouldn'tcomeback

toyou...GaobotokaHope,seehowmanychildren

havefilledyourhouse?That'swhoyou're,ababy

maker..You'reworsethananymanandanywoman

whowillthinkofyouasamanwouldbelyingto

herself.Youhaveeverythingexceptwisdomand



respect..

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighedrubbinghis

headastheangerinhervoiceracedwithevery

word...

Rain:Ifyou'rewaitingformyrelationshipstofailso

icancometoyouwithmytailbetweenthelegs

thenyou'llgrowgrayhairwaiting..wankutwa?(he

keptquiet)Wankutwa?

Hope:Eemma

Rain:Yeah,you'renotworththerisk.

Hope:EvenifI'dnevertrypolygamy?Evenifidon't

letmyfamilyorgrandfatherinfluenceme...Ke

ikagahelakebaakanyadiphosotsameibileke

thaloganyagoreI'vemadeyouhateme?Oraya

goreokasebusepeloabeompha3monthsorsix

monthsonboyfriendprobation?

Rain:You'vehadachancetolovemeeversincei

wasalittlegirlandyoufailed.Can'tyouseethati



don'tloveyou?Can'tyouseethatihateyouandI'm

onlytoleratingyoubecausewehavechildrenthati

mustpretendtobecivilwithyoufortheirsake

becausetheyloveyou?Hopewambora...Ihateyou

andicanneverkissyouorevenlookatyouwithout

wantingtostrangleyou...Youdon'tloveme,you

misshavingsomeonebegyou...Havingsomeone

cryforyouandactinsecure...Ihateyou.Skabata

gontwaelaobuasepelennaunlessit'saboutyour

daughters...I'mnotbitterijustdon'tlikeyoubutI'm

stuckwithtalkingtoyoubecauseofyourchildren.

Hope:Ok...I'msorryforturningyouintoanangry

woman.Thankyouforbeingagoodmom.I'm

blessedtohaveyou.

Rain:Mxm!Mothoomboretsengnneketsayagore

oheditsegobuakadiodisele.

Hope:Ifeellikecryingmostofthetimewhenyou

talktome,ican'trecogniseyouanymore.Itfeels

terribletoknowthatawomanwhooncelovedme

hatesme...Lookinginyoureyesiseehatetooand

itsscary.Imessedup...Ioverdiditandyesican

seeitthroughmychildren...I'msofuckedup



becauseican'ttakethembackinmyscrotum.Q

Rain:Bonaihavetogoandstartdoingtheplot

thingforthechildren.Bye

Hope:Bye

Shehungupthenhesighedandrubbedhishead,

heleanedbacknowthinkingaboutDallaswords...

Hedidsaythemoneywillbeinandhereitwas....

CouldthishavebeenjustbychanceorChancewas

reallyalive?

AtElla'sHouse...

LateronTumoparkedthecar,Ellasteppedoutas

heclosedthedoorandwalkedaroundthecar,they

huggedforaboutaminutebeforehegotthe

presentandhandedittoher...

Tumo:Youcanopenitatyourowntimebutkeep



thereceiptssafelybecausethereisa12months

warrantyandtheywillneedareceipt.

Ellasmiledandjumpedintohisarmsashehugged

her...

AtRere'smothers...

OnthesameeveningReresmiledlookingather

grandmotherandshowedherthemoney...

Rere:It'sPillar'smoney...Iwanttofinishmyhouse

andmovebackherewithyou.Itseasierthatway

becauseyouspendthedaywiththebabyanyways

soimightaswellmovebackhome.

Her:Itwillbenicetohaveyoubackhere...Youlong

stoppedbuilding...Evenneighboursweregossiping

thatyouleftyourhouseatawindowlevel.Nowmy

yardwillhaveabighouseinsideandeveryonewill

respectme.



Theylaughedoutloud...

SIXMONTHSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sfather's...

Mikesteppedoutwithacontainerofnewoiland

putitnexttohiscar,hebroughtadirtycontainerfor



drainingoilandopenedthebonnetasHopedrove

throughthegate,hepausedforamoment

wonderingifitwasindeedHope...Henevervisited

him...Actuallyheneverknewtheyoungmanknew

wherehelived,didsomethinghappen?Itmusthave

beenreallybigifHopewashere...

HestoodbythecarwaitingcuriouslyasHope

walkedover,hewasn'tsureaboutanythinglooking

athisface...Itwasjustplain...buthecouldn'tmake

eyecontactastheyshookhands...

Hope:Dumelang...

Mike:Howareyou?

Hope:I'mgood..Howareyou?

Mike:I'mgood.

Hewaitedtohearwhatthevisitwasaboutand

therewasanawkwardmoment...



MeanwhileHope'seyeswonderedaroundand

landedonthe5loil..

Hope:Areyouchangingtheoil?

Mike:Yeah..

Hope:I'llchangeitforyou..

HepinchedhiswhiteTshirtfrombehindandpulled

itoutthenhehungitoverthecar,hegrabbedthe

spannerandlaidunderneaththecarthenhepulled

thecontainerandpouredoutthedirtyoil...

Mikereachedinthecarandcheckedifhisdaughter

hadtriedtocontacthimbutshehadn't.Hestepped

backandwaitedasHopechangedtheoilfilterthen

hegotoutfromunderneaththecaranddraggedthe

dirtyoilout,hegrabbedthetowelanddustedthe

soilfromthebackofhisheadandbackthenhe

begunpouringthecleanoilwhileMikewaitedfor



himtosaysomething...

Hopefinishedwiththeoilandcheckedhiscoolant,

itwaslowtoosoheincreaseditbeforeclosingthe

bonnetthenhedustedhishandsandsighed.

Mike:Whyareyouhere?

Hopelookedinhiseyesbrieflyandlookedawaynot

surewhattosaythenheleanedagainstthebonnet

andfoldedhisarmsstillshirtless...

Hope:I'mjustvisiting...(chuckleduncomfortably)

Can'tivisitmychildren'sgrandfather?

Mike:Wehaven'ttalkedsinceourlast

conversation...SoI'mjustwonderingwhatbrings

youherebecauseyounevervisitme.

Hope:(sighed)Youwereright...



Mikelookedathimconfused..

Mike:About?

Hope:(lookeddown)Takingherforgranted...Now

shedoesn'tjustnotlovemeshehatesme...Isee

hateinhereyes..(lookedathimandswallowed)

Haveyoueeverlookedatsomeoneandfelthated

withthewaytheylookatyou?...Likethewaythey

quicklypulltheireyebrowstogether...Raingake

buasengwehelaesekabanaotshubabizoloa

bogasehatshegoandshewilljust...Shewillbreak

mewitheverywordandwhensheisdonewithme

I'lllikeausedtissue.

Mike:Sowhydon'tyoustopbotheringheraboutthe

thingsshedoesn'twanttotalkaboutandfocuson

thechildren?Doesshegetangrywhenyoutalk

aboutthechildren?

Heshookhisheadwithtearyeyes..



Mike:GonemmewenaobatagobuaengleRain?

Hope:Iwanttofixthings

Mike:Fixwhat?

Hope:Ourrelationship..

Mike:Therewasneverarelationshiptobeginwith...

Youlovedherwhenyoutwowereyoungerbutafter

yourfather'sexecutionyouchanged,youtookout

everydisappointmentinyourlifeonherthoughshe

wasalwaysthereforyou.Icanlistthetimesyou

embarrassedmydaughterandbrokemyhearttoo

becausetherewasnothingicoulddoforhertostop

lovingyou.Youcheatedonher,madeafoolwith

yourbabymama...Youhad2kidswithother

womenandishouldconvincemydaughtertoget

backwithyou?Doyouthinkiamthatstupid?

Hopekepthiseyesdownstillfoldinghisarmsas

Mikeangrilysteppedoverbreathingdownhisneck..

Mike:I'mtalkingtoyou,Itriedtotalktoyouasa



fatherandinsteadyouspatonmyface,atthattime

youwerebusysleepingwiththatgirlwalesoledo

youremember?Doyouhaveanyideahowmuch

youhavehumiliatedmydaughter?Youcangetany

womanyouwantinMaunwhydon'tyou?Your

grandfatherseemstowanttolivehispolygamy

fantasythroughyouwhydon'tyouget2wivesand

goliveliketheroyals?WatsenwaHopeyouwant

metoconvincemydaughtertotakeyouback?Tabe

kepekaelegore?

Hoperubbedhiseyeandshovedhisarmagain

foldinghisarms,MikegrabbedhisTshirtoverthe

carandputitonHope'sshoulder...

Mike:Getoutofmyyard...Idon'twanttotalktoyou

aboutanythingunlessitsaboutmygrandchildren,

getout..Don'tevertalktomeaboutmydaughter.

Hejustremainedstillandrubbedhiseyesoneafter

theother,Mikegrabbedhisneckfrombehindand



pushedhimoffthebonnetashisTshirtfell,Hope

bentoverandpickedhisTshirtbeforeheadingto

thecarasheblinkedseveraltimestoclearthetears

blurringhimasMikewalkedbehindhim.

Mike:Haneosanthokelabotholasttimewheniwas

talkingtoyouI'dunderstandbutnowyouarebeing

toodisrespectful.

Hopeopenedthedoorandgotinthecar,heputthe

TshirtdownandreversedasMikeangrilystoodby

glaringathimthenhedroveoff.

Afterashortdistancehepulledonthesideofthe

roadandvideocalledhisunclebeforeputtingthe

phoneontheholderandputtingonhisTshirt.

Katlo:Yeah.



Heleanedbackandsighedashisunclelookedat

him..

Katlo:Youlookterrible,what'sgoingon?

Hope:Nothing...Justcheckingonyou..

Helookeddownembarrassedandswallowed..

Hope:Imissmyfather,maybehe'dhelpmefix

this...Rainhatesme,herfathertoo...Hermother

alwayshatedmebecauseshedidn'tlikemyfather

butherfatherkindoflikedme,nowhehatesme...

Katlo:Wouldyoulikeyouifyouwerehim?

Hope:Probablynot...

Katlo:CanyoucomeovertoUK?Perhapsyouneed

tobreathadifferentair..

Hope:I'mtryingtofixmyfamily.

Katlo:Youronlyfamilyisyourchildren...Idon'tsee



Raintakingyouback.Maybeifyoudidn'thave

childrenwithotherwomen...Butyoudidn'tjust

haveoneit'stwo...Theotherisyourveryown

cousin,someoneRainwouldhavetoseeoften

shouldshetakeyouback.Idoubtshe'dtakeyou

back...Youdidworse.

Hopeshookhishead..

Katlo:CometoUKforafewweeksandcomeback

fresh.

Hope:OK...I'llarrangeandhandovertomy

assistantmanagerbeforeleaving.

Katlo:Perfect..bye

Hope:Bye

Hehungupanddroveoff...

AtRere'sgrandmother's...



MeanwhileReresmiledasshesteppedoutofthe

carlookingatherfivebedroomhousewithadouble

garagedoor,shewalkedtowardsthehouseasa

drillbuzzedinsidewiththebuildersworkingonthe

ceiling..

Rere:Hello?

Builder:Hi...

Shewalkedaroundthehouseadmiringitand

walkedtowardshergrandmother'stalkingtoher

colleague...

Rere:WaiiPillaronlygot62.5Kmmanyana..Soi

havetogetaloanandfinishthehousethenI'llclear

theloanwithmypackagewhenileavetheforce.I'll

alsostartabusinesssoicanspendmoretimewith

mydaughter...Sheisconnectingwithherfather

moreandshecallsmemadamjustbecausethe



nannycallsmemadam.

Voice:Justteachhertosaymama

Rere:I'mtryingbutshecallsmemadam...Mmeshe

callsHopedaddy,shecallsmygranmmebecausei

callhermme...itfrustratesmethatshedoesn'tcall

memama.Sheonlysaysmamawhenitellherto

sayitthensheforgetsandsaymadamagain.

Voice:(laughed)Tellthenannytocallyoumama

Rere:(laughed)It'snotfunny...Gatenatota.Bye

byemma

Voice:Bye

Shehungupandwalkedinthehousewhilehergran

watchedTVwiththebabybesidesher,Hopecalled

asshesat..

Rere:Hello?

Hope:Heveryoufoundtheplot?Ihaveafew

suggestions



Rere:Notyet...I'llletyouknowwhenI'vefound

something.

Hope:I'llsendafewplotsbutthey'rewortharound

75K

Rere:Butthemoneywaslittlekanannaionlygot

62.5KandRaingot125K.What'stheuseofbuying

aplotican'tuse?It'slikebuyinganemptypieceof

landthenthemoneywillfinishwithoutahouse.

Hope:Sowhynotjusttopitakerewearedoingthis

forourdaughter?75Kminus62.5Kkebokae?It's

about12k..Tsayaloanredirelengwanaanditq

shouldbehersalone.Mylawyerwillbehappyto

processtheownershiptransfersowedon'tget

cheatedq.

Rere:Fine,send.

Hope:Thanks,I'llsendjustnow.

Shehungupandsighed...

Gran:Hedoesn'twantyoutofinishthehouse?



Rere:Heisbeingimpossibleandhecan'tseegore

it'sbetteribuildbecausethenPillarwillhavea

houseinsteadofanemptyplot.Whenwillweeven

buildahouseinthenewplot.Hopeisbeing

impossiblebutiknowhewillbeproudoncehesees

thecompletehouse.

Gran:Yeah,givehimtime..

Shestoodupandwalkedinthekitchen...

AtHope'sHouse...

LateronHope'sphonerangwhilehesleptonthe

bed,heslowlygotupandpicked..

Hope:Hello?

Rain:Hi,I'mgoingtomeetthetwopeopleselling

theplotsforthechildren.Ithinkyoushouldcome

alongandseethem,gapedilotsegobatao



tsamayalemongwetohelpyoureadpeople.Idon't

wanttomakeamistakeduringtheprocess...Isent

youpicturesofthehouses.I'llsendthelocation,I'm

goingtomeetthemnow.Sorryforcallingonthe

lastminutejustthoughtofyou.

Hope:Ok,letmebathandcome.

Rain:Okbye

Hehungupandjumpedoutofbed..

AtNewDisaneng...

Lateronhedrovetowardsthetwocarsparkingin

frontofabachelorpadwhereRainandthelady

sellingtheplotstood,Rainwalkedoverandqthey

methalfwayasshesmiled.

Rain:(smiledholdinginherexcitement)So?What

doyouthink?(turnedandpointed)It'sthatbachelor



padandthatyardwithoneroom.Iwasluckytofind

twopeopleareneighboursandselling.

Hopelookedatbothyardsandsmiledproudlyso

proudhewantedtohugherbuthewassawafraid

sohejustsmiled..

Hope:They'reperfect!

Rain:Iknowright

Theywalkedinandinspectedthetwobeforesetting

upameetingwithHope'slawyerfortheownership

transfer.

Minuteslatertheypartedwithbothsellersand

walkedbacktotheircars..

Hope:Oncewe'vesubmittedtheapplicationsat

landboardI'llbeleavingforUK.Itwillbeforafew



weeks..

Rain:Ok.

Helookedatherandshedidn'tlookbotheredshe

justsearchedforhercarkeysinthebaglikeitdidn't

matter..

AtHope'smother's...

Tumoknockedonthedoor,Ellaopenedthedoor

thenhewalkedinandclosedthedoor..

Tumo:Yourparentshaveanicehouse.

Ella:It'sformyson,itbelongedtoHope'sparents.

Tumo:Andhealsogaveyoumoneytobuyanother

plot?Thisguyisrich.

Ella:Idon'tthinkanotherplotisnecessarybecause

hesaidicanstayhere.



Tumo:Maybehewasjustgivingyoutemporary

accommodation.Thishouseisworthmorethana

million...Idoubtitwouldbeforonechild,that'sifhe

istryingtobefair.Didyouchangeownership?

Ella:No,it'sinhisnamebutwehavebeenstaying

hereforalongtimeI'msureit'sforChance.

Tumo:Ok...It'sanicehouse...

Theywalkedupstairsandstoppedatthetopof

stairslookingdown,helookedatEllaandheldher

hand,shesmiledthenhesmiled...

Tumo:(smiled)Howareyoudoing?

Ella:I'mfine

Tumo:Havetheyarrestedyourbrother?

Ella:Notyet,butatleasttheguywhodruggedmeis

talking..IfhegetsawaywiththisI'llneverfindrest.

Tumotookadeepbreathandhuggedher,they



huggedforawhileandeventuallylookedatone

another,helookedatherlipsasshelookedupat

himthenheleanedoverandkissedher.Hepicked

herupandcarriedhertothemasterbedroom...

MeanwhileHopedrovethroughthegateand

frownedlookingattheGD6,heparkedandstepped

outsidebeforewalkingtowardsthedoorwherehe

rangthebelltwicebeforepushingthedooropen.

HewalkedinandclosedthedoorasEllawrapped

herselfwithatowelwalkingdownstairs...

Helookedupatherandsighed...

Hope:You'refuckingguysinmyparentshouse?

Ella:Wehaven'tdoneanything...Besidesit'smy

son'shouse.

Hope:Ella...Pleasetellmeyoudidn'tjustinsultmy

mother'smemoriesbyfuckingthisguyhere.Doyou

knowwhatsentimentalvaluesthishousecarries?



Andyoubringmen?

*

*

Thenextinsertfollowstonightat11pm.Don'tforget

tolikeandcomment.

*

*
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AtHope'smother's...

Ella:Whyareyoutryingtocontrolmejustbecausei

needyou?

Hope:I'mnottryingtocontrolyou...Didn'tyousay

you'llletmeknowifthingschangebetweenyoutwo?

Ella:Nothingchanged,thepastsixmonthswehave



beenjustfriends

Hope:Stoplyingtome,it'snotnecessary...But

eitherwayyou'renotsleepingwithmeninhere...I

broughtyouherebecauseyouwerehomeless...

You'reherebecauseoftwopeople...Chanceand

uncleDan...

Ella:IthoughtI'mherebecauseyoudestroyedmy

life..

Hopekeptquietlookingatherasshefixedher

towel...

Ella:You'retalkingasifyou'redoingmeafavour,i

wouldn'tbeherehadyounotmadeadecisionfor

metobeamotheratmyage.

Hope:Idon'tmindyoustayinghereforfreebutyou

can'tbringmenhere...Pleasetrytounderstand

me...I'msorryforeverythingI'vedonetoyouandI'll

neverstoptellingyouhowsorryIambutthisisan

insulttomyparents.Ifyoufeellikeyou'rereadyfor



menyoucanmoveout..Idon'teventhinkyouneed

accommodationanywaysbecauseyouworkfor

uncle'scompany.Itnowputsinmoneyandyoucan

affordrent.Youwillbefreeinyourhousenotmy

father'shouse.Imyselfhaveneverhadsexinthis

house...Neverevenbroughtanywomaninhere,

that'showspecialthishouseis.

Ella:Yougavethishousetoyoursonbutnowyou're

changingbecauseI'mmovingon

Hope:I'venevertriedtosleepwithyounordidi

makemovesonyouwhileyou'restayinghere,

you'retalkingasifimadeyoupay.I'mveryseriousi

don'twantthisguyinmyfather'shouse,heneeds

toleave.Rightnow.AndI'dnevergiveChancethis

houseunlessI'mgoingtogivemydaughtersthe

same.Tellyourboyfriendtoleavekelegoneha...

MeanwhileupstairsTumowaitedonthebed

withouthisshoesandheardHopeandEllaarguing

theirwayupstairs,hequicklyputonhisshoes

sittingontheedge..



Hopeopenedthedoorandstoodatthedoor..

Hope:Youneedtoleave...Thisismyhousenot

Ella'shouse.

TumograbbedhiskeysandboldlylookedinHope's

eyesbeforewalkingpasthimthenheleanedover

kissingEllaonthecheekandsprinteddownstairs.

EllalookedatHopeembarrassedandlookeddown..

Ella:I'msorry...Iamtellingyouthetruth...Today

wasthefirsttimewekissedandthenwewerejust

rubbingononeanotherwithourclothesonuntilhe

tookoffmineandmuffedme...Hisclotheswereon.

Hope:Idon'tcarewhatyoudo...Justnotinmy

father'shouse.Ihavebeenfeelingsorryforyou

treatingyoulikeachildbuticanseeyou'renowa



woman..Adulthoodcomeswithresponsibilities...If

youwanttohavesexgorent..WhereisChance's

money?Idon'ttrustyouafterthis.

Ella:Istillhaveit

Hope:Didyougettheplot?

Ella:Whichplotwith62K?Anemptyone?

Hope:Youcanfindonewithoneroomifyoulook

longenough...Oricanfinditmyself.Thereare

desperatepeoplearoundsellingtheirplots.

Ella:I'lllook

Hope:SendthemoneyovertomeI'lldoit

Ella:I'llbuythebaby'splot,don'ttreatmelikeI'ma

carelessmother.Imadeamistakeandassumed

thisisourhousebutI'mstilltheEllayoutrust..

Hope:Ihopeso...Pleasetryfindingahousetorent

soyoucandateinpeace.

Ella:Ok..Kegoutuleyoudon'thavetoemphasiseit

thatmuch.

Hope:Cametocheckonuncle..



Ella:Heissleeping,hispillsseemtobestronger...

Hopeturnedtohisuncle'sbedroom...

Atthemall...

Rainwalkedoutoftheshoppushingatrolleyand

stoppedbyhercarloadinghergroceriesasaBenz

pulledintothenextparkingspace,thegentleman

steppedoutandturnedhisheadunabletoignore

her.Helockedhiscarandwalkedovertoher.

Rainnoticedhimcomingandputonaseriousface,

hewascuteandcleanbutshejusthatedmenand

theirlies.ThislookedlikeanotherHope...Just

anotherlyingbasturdwantingtomakeherafool.

Him:(softly)Hi..

Rain:(straightface)Hi...(passingby)Sorryke



hetisetrolley.

Shepushedthetrolleyawayandclosedtheboot

withanangryface,soangrythepoorguy

swallowedhiswordsandwalkedintheshop.She

gotinhercaranddroveoffasanothermandrove

byandsmiledatherbutshekeptastraightface

anddroveoff..

AtReres'mother's...

LaterthateveningRerefinishedcookingdinnerand

walkedoutwithplatesashergrandmothersaton

thecouchwiththebabyonherlapwatchingnews...

Gran:Sheissleeping...Takehertobed

Shebentoverputtingthefoodonthetableand

pickedthebabythenshewalkedaway,theoldlady



reachedfortheforkandsuddenlylostcontrolofher

leftarm,sheputdowntheforkconfusedand

noticedshecouldn'tevenseeonherlefteyetoo

neithercouldshespeak,sheleanedbackhelpless

asRerewalkedover...

Rere:Mme?Iwanttobuyyounewblanketsfor

winter,willyougo-

Shepausedconfusedandfrownedlookingather

grandmotherasshetriedtospeakbutherleftside

lookeddroopy...

*

*

*

*
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ThenextmorningHopeopenedhiseyeslayingin

themiddleofhischildrenasallthreeofthemlaid

surroundinghiminonesies,heslowlygotup

removingChance'sfootfromhischestandpushed

thegirlslegsthenhenoticedthelastbornlayingat

thecornerofthebedinchesawayfromfalling,he

quicklycrawledoverandpulledheronthebed..

Hesatontheedgeofthebedandyawnedlooking

atthechildren'sfeedingbottles..Theoldest

childrendrunk2bottlesatnightandfunnyenough

theyoungestdrunk3.Hestoodupandstretched

hisbacklookingatthefourofthem...Asmuchas

hewassupposedtobeashameditfeltgoodlooking

atallthesechildrenknowinghemadethem...This

feltlikeatruefamily...Hisblood...Wakingupevery

morningwiththemremindedhimofhismornings

withhisfather...Heneversleptwiththenannysoof

coursehewasn'tgoingtomakehischildrensleep

withthenannythoughshewasperfectwiththe

children...



Hestretchedhisbackagain,forsomereasonthe

childrenwouldsleeponhim,puttheirlegsandarms

onhimmakingitdifficulttochangepositionsbutit

stillfeltgood...

Hewalkedinthebathroomforaquickshowerand

gotdressedwhilethechildrenweresleeping,heput

onhissuitandfixedhistiethenhiseyesshiftedto

themirrorwiththereflectionofhischildren.Acrazy

thoughtcrossedhismindthenhegrabbedhis

phoneanddialledhisuncle...

Katlo:Yeah..

Hope:I'mcomingwiththechildren

Katlo:Threetoddlersandababy?

Hope:Yup

Katlo:(laughed)Howwillyouhandlethemonthe

plane?



Hope:You'llsee...

Katlo:You'reobsessedwithyourchildren,thewhole

pointisforyoutogetawayfromeverything

Hope:SoyouthinkI'mstressedbymychildren?

Katlo:(sighed)Youknowwhat-come...Bringthat

classroomsomywifeandchildrencanmeetthem.

Hope:Ok,bye

Katlo:Bye

HehungupanddialledRere...

Rere:Hello?

Hope:Hi...Goodmorning

Rere:Morning...

Hope:IwanttoleaveforUKinafewdaysbutiwant

togowithPillarifyoudon'tmind.

Rere:Whydoyouwanttogowithher?

Hope:Becausesheismydaughter,doineeda



reasontotravelwithmydaughter?

Rere:UKkanagaseGaborone,howlongwillyoube

gone?

Hope:Ithinkamonthorlessshoulddo,itwill

dependonhowmanydaysI'mallowedtostay.

Rere:Ican'tgiveyoumychildonmyown...You'll

havetoaskforpermissionfrommygrandmother.

InoursetswanaculturePillarisnotyourchildandif

youwantherforthatlongyoumustaskpermission

frommygrandmother...butmygrandmotherisnot

wellandshecan'tspeak.Ispentthewholenightat

thehospitalandmygrandmotherhasbeen

admittedinthehospital,shehadastroke.Ican't

giveyoupermissiononmyownwithoutmy

grandmother'spermission...

Hope:SoPillarismydaughterwhenihaveto

supportherandpaythousandsofpulasforherbut

sheisnotminewheniwanthertovisitmefora

month?Whymustibegyourgrandmotherformy

daughter?Doyouknowthatlegallytheonlypeople

whocontrolPillararemeandyou?



Rere:Yesbutinourculturemyparentscontrolher

becausewearenotmarriedandyouhaven'tpaid

bogadiforher.

Hope:Bonagoshapo.

HehungupanddialledRain....Hewaitedasthe

phonerangbutknowinghowmuchRainhatedhim

shewasn'tgoingtoallowhimtogothatfarwiththe

children.Thephoneranguntilitendedwithoutan

answerthenhedialledElla...ButRain'scallcame

throughthenhepicked..

Hope:Hello?

Rain:Sorry,iwasbathing.

Hope:It'sOK..Um...

Hisheartpoundedashetriedtoputhiswords

together..



Rain:What?ArethechildrenOK?

Hope:Yeah...Um..

Rain:Gorilengjaanong?

Hope:(stuttering)NekekopagoyalebanakoUK,

I'mgoingtocheckonmyuncle.

Rain:OhkananeoreoyaUKmaabane.Whendo

youwanttoleave?

Hope:Inafewdays,ihaven'tsetaspecificday

Rain:Ithinkthereisaconsentpaperimustsign

sincethey'reminors,I'llfindtimetodayandtake

careofit.You'reluckyimadepassportyaga

Tsotherecentlyotherwiseneagoledia.

Hope:(sighedinrelief)Soyoudon'tmind?

Rain:No,butyoumusttakecareofyourdaughters...

They'regirls..Andasmuchasthey'rebabiestoyou

toanothermanthey'renot.Thereareterriblepeople

outthereandchildmolestersarenormalpeople.

Don'tletthemoutofyoursight...Don'tletboys

havealonetimewiththem.Idon'tknowifyour

unclehassonsbutpleasetakecareofmychildren...



Evenyouruncleisn'tsupposedtoseethemnaked.

Hope:Iknow..Ialwaysreadhowbabiesgetraped.

Youtrustedmewiththemsoiwon'tdisappointyou.

Iwon'ttrustanyone..

Rain:Goodboy...Lehaobonakilewabatagolatha

jaanayou'readoinggoodsofar...

Hope:(smiledblushingandlaughed)Thankyou,it

meansalotcomingfromyou.Ipromiseiwon't

disappointyou.You'llbeproudofme.

Rain:(smiled)OK..Butthebabyisgoingtotrouble

youkanayou'reweaningher

Hope:(smiled)Shewillbefine..Thankyou

Rain:Sure,letmeknowwhenyou'releavingsoican

fixthemforyouandpacktheirbags.

Hope:Thankyou

Rain:Anythingelse?Ihavetogotowork.

Hope:(smiled)Nothing.Bye

Rain:Bye



HehungupsmilinganddialedElla..

Ella:Hello?

Hope:Hi..IwanttogowithCJkoUK,weshouldbe

leavinginafewdays...Ibelieveyouhavetosign

somekindofconsenttoallowmetotravelwithhim

abroad.Whendoyouthinkyou'llhavetimetodoit?

Icanpassbyandpickyouup.

Ella:UKorayakaenaare?UKasinUnitedKingdom?

Hope:Yeah,I'mvisitingmyuncle.

Ella:Chanceistooyoungforsuchatrip,whatifhe

getslostsofarandwhatif-

Hope:Whywouldilosemyson?Doyouthinkyou're

abetterparentthaniam?

Ella:I'mnotcomfortable...unlessyoutakemewith

yousoicanlookafterhim.

Hope:I'mnotgoingwithyou...

Ella:Whyareyouputtingmeinadifficultposition?

Pleasetellmeyoudon'texpectmetogiveyou



permissiontogothatfarwiththebaby.Nnatotait's

notlikeidon'twantyoutogowithhim,butit'stoo

soon.Waituntilheislike5yearsold...

Hope:Sowagana?

Ella:No,butihavetosayno.You'lltravelabroad

withhimwhenheisatleast5to10yearsold..What

ifheclimbsoutthewindowoftheplaneor

something..

Hope:Elegoreplanekebusebulwangfestereke

ngwana?Youdon'tknowwhatreasontogiveme.

I'mverydisappointed,ididn'texpectthisfromyou.

Wearenotascloseasithoughtwewillbe.Wheni

getbackkeitheleobatilentuyarent,Iwanttoputa

tenantinthereandmakeextramoneyforthe

childrenbecausethey'reallrefusingtostop

drinkingmilk.

Hehungupandsighed...

AtRain'soffice...



LateronRainsatdowntalkingtoherfatheronthe

phone...

Rain:HopeisgoingwiththechildrentoUKandi

agreed.

Him:Forhowlong?

Rain:Hesaysafewweeks

Him:No,it'stoofar

Rain:IknowbutI'musingmyjudgementandiknow

whatI'mdoing.IwantHopetobeclosertothe

children...Youofallpeopleshouldunderstand

becauseasmuchasiwasalittlegirlyoutookcare

ofme...Youbathedmeandevenwhenigotmyfirst

periodyouboughtpadsandexplainedeverythingto

me.Youeventickedmyperioddateonyourphone

soyoucanremembertoputanextrapadinmy

schoolbag.Youtookcareofmebetterthanmy

momsoI'mnotoftheviewthatmencan'tbe

responsiblebecauseiwasraisedbyaresponsible



singlefather.

Him:Iguessyouhaveapoint.Ifyouthinkit'sOK

thenit'sok,you'rethemotheryouknowbest

Rain:Idon'twanttoletourpersonalissuesaffect

thechildrenibilegaabatabanabamoetelaI'll

alwaysagreeaslongasiknowheiswiththem.I

wantthemtohavewhatwehavethoughyouand

mamalongbrokeup.Yousacrificedsomuchfor

meevenstoppeddatinguntiliwasoldenoughto

askyoutogetagirlfriend

Him:(laughed)Andittakesalottomakesucha

sacrifice...I'mstillangrywithhimbutheisyoung

himselfandheneedssupporttobethebesthecan

besolet'sseeifhewilldowellwiththechildren.

Maybehewillappreciateyoumorewhenhesees

howmuchhardworkittakestocareforchildren.

Rain:Yeah..Mamacalledmeyesterday..I'mvisiting

herthisevening.(laughed)nowadayswanteletsa

babymamayagagosaleautwakereidumped

Hope

Him:(laughed)Shehasissuesthatone...Butyou



mightaswellenjoyit.

Rain:Yeah,bye.

Him:Bye

Shehungupandsighed...

Atthehospital...

LateronRerewipedhergrandmotherwitha

washingragandappliedbodylotiononher,she

changedherclothespantingandfinallyfixedher

sheetsasheruncleandhiswifewalkedin...

Uncle:Howisshe?

Rere:Sheisnottalking..

Theystoodbywatchinghercleantheoldlady's

table..



Auntie:(totheoldlady)MmagweT?Howareyou?

Theoldladytriedtolookatherbutshecouldonly

controloneeye..

Uncle:(lookingathismother)Mme?(heldherhand)

Itsme...Howareyou?

Rerewalkedintheshowerandwashedher

grandmother'sclothesthenshewalkedoutand

sighedlookingatheruncleandaunt...

Rere:UncleRragwePillarwantstogotoUKwith

her,heaskedmeanditoldhimthatmy

grandmotherisn'twellbutithinkifyouallowhim

grannywon'tmindwhenshegetsbetter.

Uncle:Hopecannottakethischildthatfar,itstoo

far...Hehasn'tevenmarriedyou.It'sourchildnot



his...Evenifhisparentscomehereandaskforthe

boyiwon'tagreebecausetheyhaven'tmarriedyou.

Rere:It'sagirl

Uncle:Tellhimhehastomarryyoufirstifhewants

tocontrolhischild,untilthenthisisourchild.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'smothers...

Rainwalkedinasherlittlesisterlaidonthecouch

watchingTV..



Rain:Hi..

Her:(watchingtv)Hi

Rain:Whereismama?

ThesistercarriedonwatchingTVasRainwaited

forherresponse,shehadn'teventurnedtolookat

herbuttheyhadn'tmetinalmostayearthoughshe

alsostayedinMaun.

Rain:Mamaokae?

Her:(staringattheTV)Kitchenorsomething,check

around...Whereareyourchildren?Ionlyknowthe

firstborn...Isawheratthemall...You'reluckyshe

lookslikeherfathersosheisverybeautiful...If

otherslooklikeyouitwillbealittlesad.Gatweyou

havethe4thbaby?

Rainstoppedonhertracksandlookedatherbut



shewasn'tevenlookingather,shespokepressing

herphonewhileherotherhanduntiedherlongcurly

hair...

Rain:Ihave2kids..

Shedidn'tseemtoevenheartheresponse,Rain

walkedinthekitchenwherehermotherwas

cooking...

Her:(smiled)Ohhi...I'mcookingyourfavourite..

Rainsmiledtryingnottothinkaboutwhatherlittle

sisterjustsaidbutshewasalreadywondering,she

caughtaglimpseofherreflectiononthefridgeand

besideshercomplexionshecouldn'tseeanything

wrongwithherself...

Her:Comethisside...



Raintookoutplatesandplacedthemonthe

counterthenhermotherdishedforeveryone...

Her:Ihavetoconfesssomething...(laughed)I

didn'tthinkyou'dactuallybreakupwiththat

egoisticboy..I'msoproudofyou.Knowinghimif

youweredatingyou'dbepregnantagainakereogo

rubellaolemobotsetsing..

Rainsmilednotsurehowtorespond...

Her:Iknowyouthinkihatehimbecauseofhis

fatherbutidon't,ijustthinkheistoostubbornto

datesomeonelikeyoubecauseyoucan'tstand

againsthim.Youcan'tputyourfootdownthewaya

womanshould.I'mreallysurprisedthatiraiseda

softieinyou...

Rain:Howhaveyoubeen?

Her:Good...Perfectnowthatyou'reactingmature..



Rain:HopeisvisitinghisuncleinUKandheis

goingwiththechildren...

Hermotherpausedandturnedlookingather...

Her:UkhelaUnitedKingdomasinacrosstheocean?

Rain:Yes.

Her:Heisgoingwitha2yearoldandababybarely

1yearold?

Rain:Yes

Her:Whywouldyoulethimgothatfarwithyour

daughters?

Rain:Hopecanhandlethekids,hestartedspending

weekendswiththemalonewhenthebabywas3

monthsandhedidgood.

Her:Whatifoneofthekidsgetssick?Whatkindof

amotherlet'samantravelwithsmallchildrenalone

Rain:MamaHopeisanadult...Hemadethose

childrenandweareequalnnaleene...Hehasa



brainandheknowswhattodoifachildgetssick.

I'mnotanursesoifababyissicklennathereis

nothingicandoexcepttotakehertothehospital.I

don'tunderstandwhyithastobelikeamandoesn't

haveabrain...IfyoureallythinkHopeshouldn'tbe

withthechildrenalonethenyoutrulydidn'tcare

aboutmebecauseaslongasicanrememberPapa

wasthereforme...Iremembergettingadmittedat

thehospital2timesandthose2timesiwaswith

papanotyou....maybeI'mactingthiswaybecausei

grewupfeelingclosertomyfatherwhopaidmore

attentiontomethanmymotherwhopaidmore

attentiontoherbeautifulandcoloreddaughters.

Hermotherlookedatherspeechlessstillholdinga

spoon...

Her:Ididn'tloveyouanyless...Igotmarriedandi

couldn'tcomewithyoubecauseididn'twantyouto

feeloutofplace.Yourfathermighthavealotof

mistakesbutthatmanlovedandstilllovesyou



Rain:WhichiswhyyoushouldunderstandwhatI'm

tryingtodowithHopeandhisdaughter's.Iknowka

setswanawethinkmenarejustbabiesthatshould

betakencareofbywomenandthattheycan'ttake

careoftheirownbabiesbutmaybeHopeislikemy

father.Maybeit'struedaughtersreallyfallformen

whohavetheirfather'scharacter..Hopeisnotas

wiseaspapabutheisagoodfather.I'mnota

perfectmothertoo..

Her:You'reright...Youhaveapoint.

Rain:Iwouldn'tletthechildrenstaywithHope's

relativesbecauseidon'tknowthembutiknow

Hopeisveryprotectiveofhischildren.They're

everythingtohim.

Her:Ok...youhaveapoint...Iunderstand...(smiled)

Andthisisgood..You'llusethistimetodateand

findagoodmantostartsomethingseriouswith..

Rainforcedasmileasshegrabbedtheplatesand

coveredtheotherfood...



AtRere'sgrandmother's...

LaterthatafternoonRereparkedthecarasher

unclerolleddownthewindowlookingatthehuge

house...

Auntie:Motherdidn'ttelluswhatisgoingon...

Whosehouseisthis?

Rere:It'smine

Uncle:It'sabighouse,(laughed)whenwewere

growingupweweretoldsuchbighousetalkat

nightsowewerescaredofrichpeoplebecausewe

thoughttheyusedrituals.(theyalllaughed)I'mglad

you'redoingthis

Rere:Thankyou...Iwanttoputthescreenwalland

pavement,I'mtiredofhiringpeopletocutthegrass

andrake.

Uncle:It'sbeautiful...Atleastwewillhaveaplaceto

sleepatwhenweareinMaunforfuneralsand

weddings.Thecattlepostcanbeexhausting.



Rere:(laughed)Eerra...

Theygotoutofthecarthensheunlockedher

grandmother'shouseandwalkedinasheruncle

andhiswifefollowedhercarryingtheirbags...

Thecoupleputtheirbagsinthesecondbedroom

whileRerewalkedinhergrandmother'sbedroom

andpickedafewunderwearsforher..

Meanwhileintheotherbedroomuncletookoffhis

hatanduntiedhissmellyshoes,hiswifeopened

thewindowsandtookoutherbootsbeforewalking

inwithabath,theuncleputhisfeetinsideand

washedhisfeetwhilehiswifepackedtheirclothes..

Her:Thishouseisbeautiful..Weshouldkeepit

whenyourmotherdies

Him:Yesit'smine,I'mtheonlychild.IfshediesI'm

movingbacktoMaun...



Her:Ourchildrenwillattendschoolcloserinstead

ofwalkinglongdistances..Theoldestcanlookfor

jobsinChineseshops.

Him:Stayingatthefarmmakeslifeverydifficult

tota...Let'sseehowshewilldobutIhopeGod

takesherbecausenobodyeverrecoversfrom

stroke...Livingwouldbeastruggle.

Her:True...

Him:ThisroyalboyneedstomarryRere,herhouse

wouldbeourstooonceshegetsmarriedandgoes

tostartanewlifewithherhusband.I'mgoingto

chargethemuntiltheyhearbellsringingintheir

heads...Bogadiforintelligentgirlslikemyniece

whomakesmoneyanddoesmagicalthingslike

thisshouldbehigh...

Her:Butonlyyoucanpushhimtodothis,these

youngmenneedtobepushedtomarryotherwise

theyuseourdaughtersandleavethemdamaged.

Hesaidhewillmarryhersohemustfollowthrough..

Thekingwastherewhenhesaidit.ItsperfectlyOK

toaskhisfamilywhenheisplanningtomarryher,if



hedoesn'twehavetherighttotakethistothe

customaryCourtandsuehim...

Rereknockedonthedoor,theyrespondedthenshe

walkedin,thesmellofhisshoesalmostchokedher

butshecouldn'tshowit..

Rere:I'mgoingbacktothehospitaltodropthis

beforeheadinghome.

Aunt:Wewillcomewithyou...Hareretetsegooka

mme...

Uncle:Whereisyourdaughter?

Rere:Sheisatherfather'shouse,

Uncle:Youalreadygavehim?

Rere:Shewasalreadythere,sometimeshetakes

thechildrenforweeks.Hehasamaidforallhis

children

Uncle:Whatkindofabehaviouristhat?Thatboy

shouldn'tdoashepleases...It'snothischilduntil



hehasmarriedyouorpaidbogadioratleast

damages...Heshouldn'thavethatchildunlessheis

readytoactaccordingly.Hopeisfromaroyal

familyandtheyknowwhattheymustdotohavehis

daughter..

Rere:Hopeisnotthattraditional

Uncle:Idon'tcare,culturemustberespected.

Pleasebringbackthatchildbeforetheendof

tonight.Iwillgetincontactwithhisfathermyself...

Rere:Idon'twantanytrouble...Ijust-

Uncle:Don'tbehotheaded...Respectcultureand

respectyourelders..

Rere:I'llgotakeher..

Aunt:Youmusttrustus...Adultsknowbetter...We

havelivedandseenthingsyouhaven't..Thatchild

isn'this,sheshouldn'tevenvisitthatplaceuntilhe

doesright.Hemustpayakerehehasmoney..Bring

youruncle'sshoes..

Shewalkedoutsideandbroughttheshoes...



AtHope'smother's...

LateronEllawalkedupstairstalkingtooneoftheir

cleanersfromtheoffice...

Ella:I'msorryforcallingthislate

Her:It'sokmydaughter...You'reactuallymy

granddaughter'sage..

Ella:(smiled)Ihavealittlesituation...It'smoreofa

dilemma.HopeisgoingtoUKhewantedtogowith

ChancebutIfeelsouneasyaboutit...Idon'twant

tobeawayfrommysonformorethan2days

especiallywhenheisthatfar.IfhegetssickIwon't

affordtogothere...Amiabadmother?

Her:Ofcoursenot,iwouldn'twantmychildtocross

oceanswithoutmeeither...It'stoorisky

Ella:Iwantmysontobeclosetohisfatherand

that'smydreambutheisangryandhedoesn't

understandmypointofview.Iaskedhimtotake



mewithhimsoicantakecareofChancebuthe

refusedandsaiditsfinehewon'tgowithhim.Now

Ifeelbad.

Her:Don'tfeelbad...Followyourgutfeeling,

besidesthereisalwaysnexttime.Thenexttimehe

isherehecanhavehim..Isn'tthatboytheheir?

Ella:Heis..Heistheonlyboy.

Her:Royalfamiliesloveboyssohewon'tgiveup..

Hewon'tabandonhimbecauseheismore

importantthanhisotherchildren.

Ella:That'swhathisgrandfathersaid

Her:Heisright,ifyoustandbyyourwordhewill

takeyouwithhimtoUKorhewillleaveyoubehind

yesbuthewon'teverabandonhisonlyson.

Ella:Ifyousayso..

Her:Justrelaxandparenthoweveryou're

comfortablewith.

Ella:Eemma.Tanki

Her:You'rewelcomemygirl.



ShehungupandsmiledreadingTumo'smessage.

Tumo:(forwarded10picturesofahouse)Found

youaperfecthouse,it's5Kpermonth,ithas

screenwall,it'sa2bedroomhousewithagarage,

it'sastandaloneandnotfarfromtheroad.Security

ke5Ksoyouneedatotalof10K.Thereisalsoone

roomatthebackofthemainhousewhereyoucan

putyourfather

Ella:Idon'thavemoneyrightnow.Iwasthinkingof

gettingabachelorpad.

Tumo:Whataboutyourfather?Wherewillhesleep?

Andyouhavethat62.5K

Ella:It'snotforpersonaluse

Tumo:Youcanalwaysreturnit.Youneedtomove

outbecauseHopeiscontrollingyou.

Ella:Yeahbuthegavemetime,it'snotan

emergency.

Tumo:Whataboutus?Hekindofhasapoint,we



can'tmeetinhisfather'shouse.Thisisagood

house.

Ella:Ok,comegetmesowecangoseeit.I'lltake

outatleast8Kandgetacarfromthecompanyand

move.

Tumo:Alrightcoming.

Shewalkedinthebathroomandclosedthedoor...

AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthatnightHopelaidonthefluffycarpet

pressinghisphonewhiletwoofhisdaughterssat

onhisstomachliketheywereridingadonkey,

Chancewalkedoverandsteppedonhisprivate

jumpingtotheothersideasHopequicklygrabbed

hisnutsprotectingthembuttheyoungestcrawled

overandsatonhisneckasherspitdroppedright

onhisforeheadandslidintohiseyesocketsashe

closedhiseyes.Hewipedhimselfthenhetook



themoffandmovedtotheothersideofthecarpet

wherehelaidonhisstomachpressinghisphone..

Allthreechildrenwalkedoverandsatonhisback

liketheyridingahorsewhiletheyoungeststood...

Hepausedpressingandstaredatherasshe

balancedherselflikeshewasabouttotakeherfirst

step,hequicklyclickedonthecameraandtooka

videoasshetookherfirstthreestepsandfell

down..

Hope:Wow!Goodgirl....That'smyprincess...

ThebabylaughedandstoodupashesentRainthe

video.

Hope:Lookwhaticaughtonthecamera.

Rain: OhmyGod,mybabycanwalk.

Hope: Andisawitfirst,youbadmother!

Rain: Uhmxm,tswalheha.Canivideocalland



talktoT?

Hope:Sure

Shecalledthenhepickedandputthephoneinfront

ofTsaronawhosmiledlookingathermother..

Rain:Hibaby!

Tsarona:Mama!

Pillar:Mama!

Chance:Byebye

Allthechildrengrabbedthephonelookingatheras

shelaughedatHopetryingtoholdingproperlybutit

fell.

Hope:Emapele,baelwelajaanong

Rain:(laughed)Stilltryingtofigureouthowyou'll

manageinaplane.Kegoneketaalalakebone.



Hope:Babangwebagannesoit'sjustme,Tsarona

andTsotlhe...

Rain:Ohok.

Thechildrengrabbedthephonestaringatthe

screenandhestoodupwalkingtothebedroomas

Peperpigdistractedthem..

Hope:Uhyoucan'tvideocalltheyallwanttolookat

thescreen

Rain:(layinginbedwithabonnet)Icansee,dibari

tsatengdibatagobonayoobuwangonthephone.

Lookslikewenaleteamyagagosantseleitisitse

Hope:Theywon'tsleepakere,bantenagore.Bago

nnamatagwahelaba.Kebanabaskabasa

robalengatthistime...Ican'tpressmyphonein

peacebecausetheirbutt'swon'tsitontheirchairs

andprefertositonme.

Rain:(laughed)Feelmypain!Goodnight

Hope:(smiled)Goodnight,thanksalotforcalling.



Rain:Sure

Hehungupandfoldedhisfistsbeforefacingthe

heavensashesmiledclenchinghisjaws,imeanit

probablywasn'tmuchtobecelebratedbutshehad

managedtoholdaconversationformorethan3

minuteswithoutgettingangryorimpatientwithhim,

sheevensmiled...Sheevensmiled..Shesmiledand

ithadbeenawhile.Nowhejusthadtoprayhe

doesn'truinitbycrossingthelineorsaying

somethingthatisn'taboutthechildren...Thatsmile

though,thequeensmiled!

Hesighedandfixedthebedbeforeswitchingoff

theTVandtakingthekidstothebedroom,he

watchedthemjumpingonthebedtryingtofigure

outhowtoputthemtobedthenheswitchedoffthe

lights..

Hope:Oops...It'stimeforbed!



Chance:No...

Pillar:(crying)See...Daddy!

Tsarona:(crying)Jumping..

Hope:Let'ssleep..

Hegotinbedwiththemandgaveeachofthema

bottle,therewassilenceastheyallsuckledandof

coursehecouldn'tpresshisphoneeither,thelight

wouldkeepthemupsohelaidinthedarktooand

almostdozedoffminuteslater.Hetooktheirbottles

slowlyastheyallsleptthenhelaidhisheaddown

justtorestbeforehecouldenjoysocialmediabut

hefellasleepinstantly...

AWEEKLATER...

*

*

*

*



*
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AtRere'sHouse...

Rerestoodbyasthemovingtruckloadedher

furniturewhileshecarriedherdaughter...Oneof

herformercolleagueswalkedoverandhuggedher...

Her:I'mgoingtomissyou...

Rere:I'mgoingtomissyoutoo..

Her:Isawyourhouseonyourstatus,thosepeople

areveryfast.

Rere:(laughed)Theywantmoneyakere...

Her:Howisyourgranny?

Rere:Shehasbeendischarged,fromhereI'mgoing



topickherup.

Her:Tsamayasentle...Seeyouaround

Rere:Bye.

Shewalkedbackinthehouseandbidher

roommategoodbyebeforegettinginhercarand

leadingthemovingtruckout..Herphonerangas

shejoinedtheroad...

Rere:Hello?

Hope:Hi,caniseePillarbeforeileave?

Rere:When?

Hope:Myflightisat10

Rere:Ok,I'llcallyouback.Ihavetotakethemoving

truckbackathome.

Hope:Whenamiseeingtheplotyousaidyoufound

forPillar?Mylawyerisstillwaitingtohelpyou

processchangeofownership.Don'ttrytodoiton

yourownbecausealotofpeoplegetcheatedwhile



tryingtobuyaplot.

Rere:(reluctantly)Yeah,I'llletyouknowsoon.I'm

stilldealingwithmyresignationandthingslikethat.

Hope:Ok,shap.

Shehungupandsigheddrivingoff...

AtGranny'syard...

LateronRereparkedthecarasthetruckreversed

andparkedinfrontofthehouse,threeyoungmen

begunoffloadingthefurnitureintothenewhouse.

Rerecarriedherbabytohergrandmother'shouse

whereherauntwascookingonthestovewhileher

uncledrunkteasittingonthecouchwatchingTV...

Auntie:ThankGodyou'removingin,thishomehas



beenincompletewithoutyou

Rere:(laughed)Thankyou..

Auntie:I'vecookedformothersothatshecaneat

whenshearrives,iknowthehospitalfoodisn'tthat

nice

Uncle:Bringmynieceover...Iwasthinkingyou

don'thavetohireanannyanymorebecauseyour

auntwillhelpyou...

Aunt:Itwillbeembarrassingforyoutohire

someonewhenI'mheretoassist.You'llseehow

muchtothankmewithbutidon'twantpayment.

Rere:(smiled)Thankyou...I'llgiveheranotice,she

willworkthelastmonthbeforeleaving.

Aunt:Okmygirl

Rere:AndI'mgoingwithPillar,herfatherwantsto

saygoodbyetoher.

Uncle:Inourculturethisboyshouldcomeseethis

childherenotonthestreets.Kengwanawasekae

yoobonelwangmoditseleng?Iknowimightsound

jealousbutI'mtryingtohelpyou...It'snotgoodfor



thechild.Hemustrespectthischildandourfamily...

Koorejaanongoregatakahelakagorekengwana

wakgosi?

Rere:Heisleaving...Hisflightisat10

Uncle:Whatifherunsoffwithher?

Rere:Youdon'tknowHope,heisnotlikethatand

hewouldn'tcatchaplanewithoutherpassport.

Uncle:Iknowthatihaven'tbeenpayingattention

andiwasn'tafatherfigurebutheshouldn'ttake

advantageofyoulikethis.Tellhimtocomeover

hereandseehisdaughterifhereallywantstosee

her..

Rere:Ok...

Theauntiewalkedoverholdingapieceofmeatand

gotPillarthenhegaveherthemeatandwalked

backtothekitchencarryingher.Rerewalkedout

andgotinthecarwithalongface.Shestartedthe

caranddroveoffasHopecalled,sheletitringnot

surehowtorespondafterthis.Royalashewashe



wasn'tintotheseculturalpracticesandhe'dbe

angrierbyherresponse.

AtElla'srentedHome..

HoldinginhisdiarrheaDallasstoodbytheone

roomwindowbangingonthewindowlooking

outside,helookedattheunfamiliarroomconfused

andpulleddownthecurtainsashebangedonthe

windowuntilitbrokecuttinghim..

MeanwhileElladressedhersonwhileTumolaidon

thebedpressinghislaptop..

Ellapauseddressingthebabyandstood..

Ella:Pausethemusic...Ithinkmydadisup



TumopausedandDallasscreanspenetratedashe

shouted"Daniel"...

Tumo:WhoisDaniel?

Ella:Histwinbrother,hediedwhentheywere

younger

Tumo:Can'tyoubookyourfatherintoSabrana?

Ella:Mentalhospital?No...Heisnotcrazy,hehas

dementia

Tumo:Iknowdementia,itsaconditionthat

deteriorateswithtime...Kanathisconditionan

adultbasicallybecomesachildbecausetheycan't

thinkordoanythingforthemselves.Verysoonhe

willstartusingdiapersbecausehewon'tknowits

wrongtoletitgoanywhereanytime.That'swhy

whitepeopleputsuchadultsinhomesorhire

caregiverstochangediapers..Iknowitsdifficultto

considerthisbutovertimeyou'llgetstrained.You

won'tbeabletowipeyourfather'sbuttifhereaches

thatstage...



Ella:Iknow...Letmecheckonhim

Tumo:Andidon'tthinkyoushouldlockthedoor

becausenowit'slikeheisinprison.Hewon'tgoto

thetoiletanytimehewants

Ella:Hewondersoff

Tumo:Betterwelockthegate,nowheisaprisoner

andit'snotgood.Youwon'tknowwhenheisup

andwantstousethetoilet...

Ellawalkedoutandunlockedthedoor,thesmellof

faecesengulfedherandshelookedatacoilofbig

brownpooponthefloorwhileDallassatonthebed

lookingather..

Dallas:Whoareyou?

Ella:MynameisElla...I'myourdaughter

Dallas:IwantDaniel...WhereisDan?

Ella:Heisdead..

Dallas:Iwanttogohome..



Dallasstoodupandwalkedout,Ellaleftthedoor

unlockedandwalkedtothehouse.

MeanwhileinthebedroomElla'sphonerangnextto

Tumothenhepicked..

Tumo:Hello?

Hope:WhereisElla?

Tumo:Outside,youcanleaveamessage.I'lltellher

whatyousaid.

Hope:Areyouhigh?

Tumo:No,areyou?

Hope:Ican'tbelieveiusedtothinkyou're

something...Nowonderyoudidn'tlastwithRain.

Tumo:Ididn'tfeelherenoughtostickaround,we

bothknowileftandmadeherthinksheleft.The

verythingthatmadeyouleavemademeleave.



Hope:Otaanyelaakereyoufollowedhersearching

forheronfacebook.Othapelwaketenderele1ne

monnaegorayaereomongwemotho.Mothowa

lonaorekaGd6asenantuabeareketopdog.

Tumo:Lewenaotaanyelamonnaelegorewena

haonamaragoanyelang.

Hehungupandputthephonedown,asEllawalked

in..

Ella:Didmyphonering?

Tumo:Yeah..

ShepickeditandcheckedthenshedialledHope..

Hope:Hello?

Ella:Hi

Hope:Kantewhyareyoumakingthisdifficult?Why



arewegrowingapart?Whymustitbesohardto

talktoyouonyourveryphone..

Ella:Iwasoutside...

Hope:WhereisChance?Iwanttoseehimbeforei

go.

Ella:I'monmyway.Ijustfinisheddressinghim.

Hope:Whydoesthisguyansweryourphone?

Ella:I'lltalktohim.Bye

Shehungupandsighed..

Ella:Canyoustopansweringmyphone,gaodire

sente.Hopegaarategoreerealetsaabegoaraba

mothoosele.

Tumo:Doesn'theknowyouhaveaboyfriend?Hope

isacontrolfreakandhethinkshecancontrolallhis

babymama's.

Ella:WatchChance,I'mgoingtocleanmyfather's

room...Eishketsilegodiegajaana10ochaile..



SheputhimdownasTumobegunplayingwithhim

thenshewalkedout...

AttheAirport...

MeanwhileHopeanxiouslyturnedlookingatthe

airportentrancethenhelookedathiswatch,Rain

wasnowheretobefoundneitherwastheother

children'smothersbutthequeuewasmoving..

Hesighedandpushedhisbagthenheturned

lookingagain...Rainwalkedincarryingthebabyand

pushingtheluggagewhileTsaronapacedbesides

herholdingadarkskinnedDisneyprincessdoll..

Asmileofreliefcurvedhislipsashisface

brightened..



Tsarona:Daddy?

Hemetthemhalfwayacrossthebusyfloorand

pickedherup,Rainsmiledandhandedhimthe

babyasheheldeachofhisdaughter'sinhisarms

thenshesmiledandhuggedhim.

Rain:Takecare...

Howhewishedatleastoneofhisarmswasfree

justsohecouldputhisarmaroundherslimwaist

andtakethisopportunitytofeelherworkoutbody,

hecouldfeelherbodythroughherlittlehugbuthe'd

pullherabitcloserandevenfeelherbreathinhis

armsmaybeevenstealaneckkissandsmellher

toobutshesteppedbackandsmiled.

Rain:WaitseI'mtakingarisk...Butiprayedforyour

tripandihopeallgoeswell.OtherwiseI'llbe

deemedabadmother.



Hope:I'lldomybest..

Sheputthechildren'sbagontopofhisluggage

thenshetookadeepbreathandsighed,she

grabbedtheirticketsandhelpedthemcheckin

whilehestoodbehindherthenshehandedhimthe

ticketsandtheygrouphuggedonemoretime.

Rain:Bye

Hope:Bye,takecare..

RainsmiledandcuffedTsarona'swristonHope's

wristwiththechildrenanti-lostspiralcuffs...

Rain:Ihopethishelps..Putherdown

Hope:You'reverythoughtful...Ididn'tthinkofthis.

Hopeputherdownandgrabbedtheluggagewith



hiscuffedhandwhileTsaronastoodby.

Rainsteppedbackandsmiledtakingapictureof

Hopecarryingthebabywithonearm,theother

holdingthehandleoftheluggagewithTsaronaby

hissidesafelycuffedbythepinkspiralrope.They

turnedonelatetimeandsmiledatherbefore

walkingintotheterminalthensheturnedwalking

awayemotionally...

Heranxietykickedinasshewalkedupstairsand

stoodbytheglasswhereshewatchedhimand

otherpassengerswalkingtotheplane.Hewas

dressedsmart...Casualbutsmart...Jeanslooked

goodonhimespeciallywithsneakersandatight

Tshirt...Addhisdaughter'stothepictureanditwas

aperfectsight,thebabyseemedcomfortableon

daddy'sbigshoulderandhisotherhandheld

Tsarona...

Shewatcheduntiltheyboardedtheplane,itslowly



tooktherunwayandtookoffasshesighedoutan

emptyfeelinginherheart.Sheturnedaroundand

walkeddownstairsthenoutthebuildingheadingto

theparkinglot.

Ellaparkedbesidesherjustassheunlockedthecar,

shesteppedoutandpickedherbabyboythenshe

walkedpastRainwithoutaword,Rainalsogotin

hercaranddroveoffasEllahurriedintheairport...

Rainstoppedatthetrafficlightsandupdateda

statusofHopecarryinghisdaughter'sand

captionedit,"Wishingasafeflighttomyparenting

buddyandourdaughters.Tsamayaleyegobona

UKbobundleofjoy.Whatmommycan'tgiveyou

daddywillalwaysdoandviceversa."

Sheupdatedanddrovethroughasherphonerang..

Rain:Hello?



Rere:YougaveHopethechildren?

Rain:Yes

Rere:Yourparentsdidn'trefuse?

Rain:Myparentshadtheircontrolonme,ihavethe

controlonmychildren.Itakeadvicefrommy

parentsbutthefinaldecisionlieswithme.Itookthe

riskandsentthemoffandiwon'tblameanyonebut

myselfifanythinggoeswrong.Keratajalowherei

havenoonetoblamebutmyself.Gapekebatabo

ngwanakebabonaUKbataatholabammonakae

hakeganarraboababontshamahatshe.

Rere:Flyeemelllanakomang?

Rain:Eemeletse.

Rere:Osure?

Rain:Ee

AtRere'sgrandmother's...

MeanwhileRerereluctantlyhungupandlookedat



thetime,itwasjustaminuteafter10andRain

couldbesayingthisjustsoherchildrencouldgo

alone.Shehurriedinthehouseandpickedherbaby

onthebedthensherantothecarwhiletheelders

chattedinhergranny'shouse,sheputherinhercat

seatandcheckedpassportthenshedroveout

leavingthegateopenasdustfollowedhercar..

*

*

*

*

*
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AttheAirport...



EllawonderedaroundtryingtofindHope,she'd

neverseeninsidetheairportanditwasjust

confusing...Toomanywhitepeopleandnobody

paidattention,everyonewalkedtoofastandshe

lookedatthewordsontheboardsbutshewasn't

evensurewhatshewaslookingfor..

Shelookedatherwristwatchstillcarryingherson,

itwasnow15minutesafter10andnowitdawned

inherthatshemighthavemissedhisflight...The

thoughtwasdepressing,he'dbeentalkingabout

seeingChancebeforeleaving,hecalledseveral

timesinthemorningtooandshewouldn'teven

blamehimifhestartedfeelingliketheywere

growingapart...Howcouldshehavemissedhim,all

forcleaningpoop!

Tearsfilledhereyesasshewalkedtowardsthe

secureofficer..

Ella:Hi,didthe10amflightleave?



Security:Yes,itleftat10amonthedot..Youmissed

it12minutesago..

Ella:Thankyou.

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedoutasherthroat

hurt,shedidn'twanttobeyourtypicaldifficultbaby

mamaandshedidn'twanttodisappointHope...Not

afterbringingamantohismother'shouse.She

approachedtheglassdoubledoorsasthey

automaticallyslidopen,sheputacapoverher

son'sheadandwalkedbacktotheparkinglottrying

nottocrybuttearsfilledhereyes...

Sheunlockedthedoorandputhersoninthecar

seatthenshegotinthedriver'ssideandheldthe

wheelwithbothhands,sherubbedhereyesand

typedamessage.

Ella:I'mverysorryformissingyourflight,papahad

anepisodeandsoiledhiscarpetsoihadtoclean



upbeforeleavingbecauseiwasafraidhe'dmess

thewholehouse.Nonethelessishouldhavebeen

waitingforyou,I'mverysorry.Iknowitmusthave

beeninfuriatingbecauseirefusedtoletyouleave

withCjnowitmightlooklikeididn'twanthimtosay

goodbyetoyou.Iwillmakeituptoyou.Haveasafe

flight.

Shesentamessageandeventookapictureofthe

airport.

Ella:I'mverysorry,pleaseforgiveme.

Sheturnedthephonearoundandtookaselfiewith

tearsinhereyesthenshesenthim.

Ella:IpromiseI'mnotabadmother,I'dnevertryto

comebetweenyouandChance.Istillfeelheistoo

youngtobefarawayfrommebutI'dnever

Intentionallymissyourflight.Iunderstandifyou're



angrywithme,youhaveeveryrightandnowI'mso

hurtifeellikecrying.Pleaseforgiveme.I'mtrying

tobalancemylife,papa'sconditionisdeteriorating

andihavetobehiscaregiver,imustmothermyson

andihavetorunthebusiness.Ontopofthatmy

attemptedmurdercaseisgoingcold...Mybrother

hasnotbeenarrested,myboyfriendisn'treallya

catch...Ifeellikehemakesbadfinancialdecisions

andnowI'mtrappedinhiswayofthinking.I'm

spendingrecklesslyandbuyingstupidthingsidon't

need.I'mrentingthemostexpensive2bedroom

houseinMaun.Iwasjustcheckingpageswith

rentalhouses...2bedsgofor3Kpermonth.Iwant

tomovebutitsdifficulttohearyourselfthinkwhen

youhavesomeonebreathingdownyourneckevery

5seconds.I'mnotenjoyingmyrelationship

becausewedonothingexceptgoonexpensive

dateswherehepayshalfandipayhalf.I'veused

CJ'smoneyandI'mremainingwith54K,I'mafraid

I'lluseitallandI'mtryingtotopitbecauseifounda

plotwithoneroomfor70K.Thereisnoelectricityor

waterbuttheroomisverybeautiful...Idon'tthink

rentingmywholelifeisgoodbutTumodoesn'tlike



theideaofmeinvestinginCJ'syardbecausehe

doesn'tthinkhe'dbecomfortabletovisitmethere.

Shesentthemessageandleanedoverthesteering

wheelcrying,sherubbedhertearsandtypedagain...

Ella:SometimesIfeellikeifihadamotherorabig

sister,justanyoneolderwhocanadvisemebetter

I'ddogreat.SometimesI'mafraidI'mmakingbad

decisionssoigetstuck.Idon'tknowwhattodo

withpapatotabutI'moverwhelmed.I'msorryfor

dumpingalltheseonyou,butIfeelbetterafter

takingitalloffmychest.Haveasafeflight.

Sheputherphonedownandrubbedhertearsthen

shepulleddownthemirrorandfixedhermakeup.

Rerewalkedpastherpacingthenshehonked...

Rereturnedbackandwalkedovercarryingher

baby..



Rere:Hi...

Ella:Hopeleftifyou'relookingforhim.Wemissed

him

Rere:Youwantedtobringyoursontoo?

Ella:No,justbroughthimtosaygoodbye.Ididn't

wanthimtogowithCJthatfarandnowknowing

thathewasgoingwiththeotherkidsiknowimade

therightdecisionbecauseitcouldhavebeenalot

ofwork.Neagoimelwa...HewillgowithCJnext

time..Wenawagagonneatsamaya?

Rere:Yeah...Well,idecidedonthelastminute.My

parentswererefusingbutimanagedtogetherand

herpassport.

Ella:Idoubtshewouldhavebeenabletoleave

withoutproperpaperworkandflightticketsarepaid

forwellinadvanceunlessyouwouldhavebeen

luckytohearsomeonecancelledonthelastminute

buteventhenitwouldmeantheseatsaren'tclose.

Reresighedstillholdingherdaughter...



Rere:Ididn'tknowRainagreed...Ithoughtshe'd

refusebecauseshepretendstohateHope.

Ella:Shewatchedmewalkintheairportanddrove

offwithouttellingmeheleftalreadybutijust

assumedshedidn'tsayanythingtomebecausei

didn'tgreether.Nnammeididn'tgreetherbecause

isawheranddidn'tthinkitwasreally1heratfirst...

Akereenekemotwaetsekaleswenyanalebokima

ledimpa...SoinmyheadijustthoughtmmhRain

wouldbelikethisladyifshetookcareofherself

abekeheta...Gakelebakoloigapeithoughtitsher

butiwasalreadyfar.KootengshethinksI'mgiving

heranattitudebecauseI'mdatingherex

Rere:You'redatingHope?

Ella:Tumo

Rere:Uhu...Leng?

Ella:Ithasn'tbeenlongbutiwanttoleavehim,he

makesrusheddecisionsandit'srubbingoffonme.

Rere:Whatdoyoumean?



Ella:Uhit'scomplicated...Ihavetogo.

Rere:Ok,bye..

Reregotbackinthecaranddroveoff...

Atthechildren'splots...

LaterthatafternoonRaindrovethroughthegate

withtreesinthebackofthecarandparkedunder

thetree.Shesteppedoutandtookoutthetrees

beforegettingaspadewhiletryingnottothink

aboutherchildren,ithadbeenhoursandshehadn't

heardfromHope.Shegrabbedherphoneand

checkedifitwasonsilent,itwasn't.Shecheckedif

hehadbeenonlinesinceheleftandhehadn't.It

didn'tmakesensewhyhewouldn'tcommunicate...

Allkindsoftragicscenariosranthroughhermind

asshetiedhersneakersandbegundiggingto

transplantthetrees...



AtRere'sgrandmother's...

LaterthatafternoonReredrovethroughthegate

andparkedthecar,shesteppedoutandputher

daughterdownbeforeholdingherhandasthey

walkedtowardshergrandmother'shouse.Itwas

beginningtoirritatehavingunclearound...Waytoo

bossyandtoocultural,itmadelifetoodifficultand

shejustcouldn'twaituntilhergrandmother

recoveredsothesepeoplecouldleave...She'd

neverhadtokidnapherownchildjustsoshecould

bewithherfather,nowthatshewasthinkingabout

itshewasbeginningtolookstupid..Her

grandmotherwastraditionalyesbutdoubtshe'd

refusewithachildlikethat...

Shewalkedinthehouseandheadedtoher

grandmother'sbedroomwheresheopenedthedoor

toherunclestandingbythebedholdingthepillow,

heturnedaroundandpanickedputtingthepillow

underhismother'sneckandcheckedherpulseas



Rerefrownedconfused...

Him:Idon'tthinksheisbreathing...Iwastryingto

fixherpillowandchangehertosleepinadifferent

positionbutsomethingisn'tright..

Acoldchillrandownherspineasshewalkedover

andputherfingersoverhergrandmother'sneckbut

therewasnopulse,sheswallowedandleanedover

herfacetryingtolistentohernosetocheckifshe

wasbreathingbuttherewasnothing,shequickly

movedtheblanketsandputherheadonher

grandmother'schestandstill,therewasnosignof

lifethoughshewaswarmtothetouch.Tearsfilled

hereyesasshegrabbedadressforher...

Rere:Let'stakehertothehospital...Shewasbetter

thaneverearlierwhenshecamefromthehospital.

HelpmecarryhermaybeI'llgetthereontime..



Assoonasshetriedtoputthedressonhershe

noticedhergrandmotherhadwetthebed..She

pausedtearfullybuthopekepthergoingasshe

carriedon,herunclegrabbedherarm..

Uncle:It'slate...Sheisgone...

Rerelookedathergrandmotherlayingonthebed

andhergoodchildhoodmemoriesallcamebackas

tearsfilledhereyes...

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...

ThenextmorningRainsatinfrontofthemirrorand

fixedhermakeupbeforegettingdressed,she

glancedatthetimeonherphoneandsighed...Still

nocommunicationfromHopethenherphonerang,

shejumpedandpicked..

Rain:Hello?

Rere:Hi..

Rain:(sighed)Yes

Rere:Ilostmygrandmotherlastnight...

Rain:I'msorry.

Rere:Thanks

Therewasanawkwardsilentmomentasshe

waitedforRaintosaysomething..



Rain:Ihavetogetreadyforwork.

Rere:Ok,havethechildrenarrivedwell?

Rain:I'mverylate,bye

Shehungupandsighedthenshefinishedgetting

readyandleftthehouse.Onceinthecarshepulled

theseatbeltandstartedthecarthenherphone

rang.ShesmiledlookingatHope'svideocalland

picked...

Hewasshirtlessandithadbeenawhilesinceshe'd

seenhischest,weirdasitwasseeinghis

underwearwaistbandabovehissweatpantswas

kindofarousing...

Heputonhisveststandinginfrontofthephone..

Hope:Hi..

Rain:Hey...



Heleanedoverthephonelookingatheronthe

screenandshelookedsmart,aboveallthesmileon

herfacewasgenuinelyandasmuchasitmadehim

nervousheenjoyedeverybitofitandhisheart

poundedatthethoughtofcomplimenting,this

wouldbecrossingherboundaries.Heturnedthe

camerashowingthechildrensleepingonthebed

thenheturnedittothewindowshowingher

outside...

Hope:WearrivedverylatebutIwasafraidtocall

youlatenighttotellyouwehavearrived..

Rain:(smiled)Areyoukidding?Youshouldhave

called...iwasworried,ididn'tevensleep.Hope

comeonItwasaboutthechildrensothereis

nothingwrongwiththat...Iwasworriedsickabout

allofyou.

Hope:Iguessyou'reright...Ididn'twanttotake

chancesandupsetyou...

Rain:Amithatbad?



Hope:You'renotijustdon'twanttomakeamistake

Rain:You'redoinggoodsofar...So..Howwasthe

trip?Tellmeallaboutit.

Hope:(smiled)Thetripwentwell...(laughed)Your

daughterwascryingkootengshewanted

breastmilkandshecouldtellthatthisisformula.

Shecriedlikenobody'sbusinesskgantelea

ithobogaanwaatatsampaandslept..

Theylaughedoutloud...

Rain:Wheredotheysleep?

Hope:Withme,evenkootheysleepwithme.

Rain:Ok...I'monmywaytowork.

Hope:Canisendyouafriendrequestandtagyou

onthechildren'spicturesifyoudon'tmind?Ijust

gotconnectedtotheWi-FisoIwanttopostthe

picturesitookontheway.

Rain:RequestmeI'llaccept.



Hope:Ok,bye.I'llcallyouagainwhenthey'reup

Rain:(smiled)Bye

Shehungupsmilinganddroveoffhumming...

AtElla'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningElla'sphonevibratedthen

Tumoreachedforit,shegrabbeditbeforehecould

andreadhermessagesashesatonthebedtying

hisshoes..

Hope:Nothingcaneverexcusemissingmyflight

Ella.Youknewaboutthiswayaheadoftime,

relationshipyagagoleTumoismessingwithyour

head,ididn'tkickyououtofmyhouse...Igaveyou

timetofindahousewithareasonablepricebutyou

decidedtogetthefirsthouseyouheardofbecause

yourprioritywastohavesexsinceyoucouldn'tdo

itinmyfather'shouse.I'llnevertroubleyouwith



Chance,ifyouthinkyou'reabetterparentthanme

thensobeit,I'llfatherwhereveriamallowedand

whenmychildisoldenoughI'lltellhimwhyhewas

neverpartofmytrips,thatreasonwillbethathis

motherthoughthewassaferwithherthanhim.

Tabekesabuemaaka.IfyoumisuseChance's

moneydon'texpectanymoremoneyfromme.

Ella:I'lltopupthismoneyandfindaplot.

Hereadhermessageanddidn'trespondthenshe

putherphoneinherhandbag..

Tumo:Whoareyoutalkingto?

Ella:IwastalkingtoHope

Tumo:Whatabout?

Ella:Aboutthebaby.

Tumo:Letmesee

Ella:No,andithinktonightyoushouldsleepatyour

house.IneedtimespendtimewithCjandidon't



payenoughattentionwhenyou'rearound.It's

startingtolooklikewearedoingcohabitation

Tumo:Wankoba?

Ella:I'mnot,I'mjustsayingtonightI'dliketospend

timewithmyfatherandson...Bothofthemare

lonelybecauseispendtoomuchtimewithyou.

Tumo:Iloveyou...Iloveyoutodeath...Thistime

I'mnotlosingawomanilove...

Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandwalkedout,hegotin

thecaranddroveoffashisphonerang..

Tumo:Hello?

Voice:Sir,thecompanyweweresupposedtohire

thecranefromhaven'tbroughtitbecause

apparentlywehaven'tpaid,doyouthinkyoucan

payforitsotheconstructioncancontinue?We

haven'tbeenworkingforthepast2dayswaitingfor

crane

Tumo:Ok,thankyou



Voice:Whendoyouthinkwe-

Tumo:IsaidOK.

Hehungupfrustratedandcarriedondrivingthen

hisfriendcalled..

Tumo:Hello?

Him:Ineedtoseeyoubecauseijustgotoutbank

statementsandI'mseeingfunnytransactions.I

needthecraneonsiteandthereisnomoneyinthe

account.

Tumo:Iwillexplain

Him:No,thisisnoton.Whereareyou?

Tumo:I'llseeyou,I'mcoming.

Him:Comingwhen?I'vebeencheckingyouatyour

housethepast2daysyou'renotsleepingatyour

house.

Tumo:Akerekarekeetanerra?



Him:Ifyoumisusedthismoneywearesellingthat

carbecauseyouwerenotsupposedtobuyitbefore

theprojectiscompleted.I'mnotplayingwithyou

ibileyou'renotdraggingmeintothis,rightafterthis

projectI'mleavingthecompanyandgoingsolo.

Tumo:Reaomana?IsaidI'mcomingtotheoffice.

Thefriendhungupandhesigheddriving...

AtRere'sgrandmother's...

LateronRere'sauntsatonherbedwhileRerecried

sittingontheedgeofthebedholdingherphone,a

messagefromthebankbuzzedthenshepressedit,

itwasherpackage.

Aunt:Hei!What'sthismoneyfor?

Rere:Keakotirong.I'mgoingtostartabusiness

withit..



Anothermessagebuzzedfromhergrandmother's

funeralcover..

Aunt:Hei!Amangwegape!?

Rere:Keainsurance,wealsogetafreecoffin..

Herauntbrushedherhairbacklovinglyandpulled

herheadoverrubbingherbackconsolingher...

Aunt:Iknowyou'rehurtbutI'mhereforyou...

MeanwhilePillarandagroupofotherchildren

playedbehindthehouse,oneofthechildrentook

offherskirt..

Her:Iwanttopoo



TheotherchildrenincludingPillarfollowedherto

thepitlatrine,theymanagedtoopenthedoorand

thelittlegirlsatdownpooping,soonafterthey

leanedoverlookinginsidethedarkhole,Pillar

pickedapebbleanddroppeditinsidethetoilet...

She'dneverseenapittoiletbeforeandshe

wonderedwhatwasdownthere...Sheputherhand

insideandleanedinasbothofherfeetleftthe

groundfloor...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRere'sgrandmother's....



Rerestoodupwipinghertearsasherauntsaton

thebed,therewasasuddencommotionoutside,

Rere'sfirstthought...Herdaughter!

Shehurriedoutsideandstoppedatthedoorlooking

ateveryonerunningtowardsthetoilet,shewasn't

surewhatwasgoingonbutshecouldn'tfindher

daughter...

Rere:Pillar!?

Woman:(shouted)Ngwanaowetsemotoilet'eng!

Amongstthecommotion,that'sallsheheardbefore

pushingthroughthecrowdashereyesscanned

throughagroupofchildrenstandingbyhopingfor

herbutPillar'scrysoundeddistant...Fromdeep

downthetoilet,shepulledthemanstandingatthe

doorandbentdownlookinginsidethetoilethole



thoughshecouldn'tseeanything...

Pillar'sterrifiedcriesechoedoutofthedarkasshe

calledoutforher..

Pillar:(crying)Mamaa!

Rere:(shouted)Pillar?I'mhere..I'mcomingtoget

you...

Sheturnedandlookedaroundtryingtofigureout

whattodo,oneofhercousinsstoodbytalkingto

thepoliceonthephone..

Oneofthemenwalkedoverwithapickaxe..

Rere:Wait,thebrickswilldroponherhead...We

needthelight...



Rere'sheartpoundedasPillarcontinuedcrying..

Sheranbacktothetoiletandleanedovertalkingto

her..

Rere:Mamaisgoingtogetyou...Ok?Don'tbe

scared...

Aunt:Keephercalm..

Cousin:Thepolicearecoming,they'llcomewitha

rescueteam.

Rere:(leanedinside)I'mgoingtogetyouout..

Rererantothehouseandtiedhersheetstogether,

shepickedapieceofwoodandtieditlikeaswing

beforerunningthroughthecrowdasmorepeople

gathered,sometakingvideoswhileotherspointed

explainingtothenewarrivalswhathappened...

Oneofthemenlitinsidethetoiletwithatorchwhile



sheloweredtheswing...

Rere:Pillar...?Youhavetogetonthis...Sitonitthen

I'mgoingtopullyouup...Youhavetobeagoodgirl

anddoitok?

Somemenheldthetiedsheetswhilesheguidedit

standingnexttothetorchman,Pillarsatonthe

swingandlookedupholdingeachrope..

Rere:Pullherup...

Thetwogentlemencarefullypulledherupwhile

Reredesperatelyleanedinstretchingherhandto

holdher,Pillarletgooftheothersidetograbher

mother'shandandslippedbackinsidethetoilet

crying...

Rere:(tearfully)Pillaryouhavetogetupandsiton



theswing,youalmostdidit...You'reagoodgirl...

Nowalittledizzyandwhizzingwithlimitedfreshair,

Pillarreachedfortheswingcoveredinpoopupto

herthighsevenaroundherhands...Theburningof

herskinmadeithardtoholdthesheetsbutshe

heldtightly...

Rere:Yes....Holdit....You'reagoodgirl.Don'tlet

go..

Theypulledherupuntilshewaswithinreach,Rere

grabbedherarmbutshealmostslippedgreasedby

poop,Rereheldhersotightsheputherotherhand

andgrabbedherbytheTshirtasshepulledherup

andoutside,sheputheronherchestandrantothe

tapastherescuesirenswailedover..

Sheputherunderthetapandturneditonwashing

herassheslowlylostconsciousnessinherarms.



TheparamedicsrushedoverandtookoverasRere

pantedstandingbywatchingthem...

AtRain'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonRainwalkedinthehouseand

tookoffhershoes,shepressedherphonewalking

inthekitchenandpressedonthetrendingvideoof

achildthatfellinthetoilet,shefrownedand

recognisedRere.Herheartskippedasshewatched..

Rain:Pillar!?

Sherantothelivingroomandgrabbedhershoes

thenshehurriedoutdiallingRere...

Atthehospital...



MinuteslaterRainpacedalongcorridorlookingfor

Pillarsroom,shepushedthedoorandwalkedin

whileReresatonthebedbesidesherdaughterwho

wasbreathingthroughtheoxygenmask..

Rereturnedaroundandtheyhuggedasshebroke

downcrying...

Rere:Ifididn'trefusewithhernoneofthesewould

havehappened..

Rain:Youdidn'tknow!Andit'snotyourfault...

Rere'sphonereceivedamessageassherubbedher

tearsandclicked..

Uncle:

Motogoloromelamadiateehoo.odireleakgomonadikg

omotsamegadiakentiwagaditsenekogateyafootand

mouth.{Mygirlsendthemoneyforgroceries.

Alsosendmoneyforustobuyacowbecausemycattleh



aventbeenvaccinatedandwontbeallowedtocrossthef

ootandmouthgate}

Shefrownedconfused,Raingotthephoneand

read..

AtDalla'soffice...

LateronEllaandtheassistantstoodintheoffice

lookingatthequotationofcarservices..

Ella:Isitnecessaryforustoservicethesecars?It's

goingtocostusalot

Him:That'swhyweshouldhavesaved..Acompany

musthavesavings

Ella:Wearenotinapositiontobesaving...Goa

palatota...Maybewrshouldclosethisbecause

thereisnopoint.Plusyouwon'tbeabletodoit

alonewhenigotoschool..



Him:SoI'mlosingmyjob?

Ella:No,I'mjustsaying...I'mconfusedtota...Give

metime...

TherewasaknockonthedoorthenTumostepped

in..

Him:I'llgiveyouaminute..

TumotookadeepbreathandsatdownasEllasat

downlookingathim..

Ella:AreyouOK?

Tumo:Iamsoembarrassedtosaythisbut...Ineed

yourhelp...Iwassupposedtohireacraneforthe

projectbutIforgottoprocessthepayment.The

thingwithcontractsisthatyouget50%upfront

thenthebalancewhenyouhavedonehalfthework

soweareleftwithjustalittleworktocomplete50%



ofthework.I'vedecidedtoputupmycarforsale

andiwasthinkingyoushouldborrowme50Kfor

thecrane,whenmycarisboughtI'llgiveyou60K.I

boughtmycar500kanditsjustafewmonthsold

soit'sgoingfor400K...Pleaseborrowme50K...I'll

returnitas60K.I'llevenusemyconstruction

companyandtheremainingmaterialstobuildCJat

leastabachelorpadbecauseforsuresome

buildingmaterialswillremain.Pleasehelpmeout

babe...You'remylasthope...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtDallasOffice...

Ellatookadeepbreathandsighedlookingathim...

Ella:Hopewillkillmeifyoudon'treturnthatmoney,

I'msorry...Ican'ttaketherisk.Ifitwasmymoney

I'dborrowyou..

Tumo:You'retalkingasifI'mascam...Why

wouldn'tireturnthemoneyknowingitsforyourson?

Whyareweinarelationshipifwedon'ttrusteach

other?I'mverydisappointedthatiamnotafraidto

spendonyoubutyouthinktwicewheniwantto

borrowmoney..borrowingnottaking.

Ella:It'snotthatidon'ttrustyou..

Tumo:Thenwhatisit?Youdon'tthinkanyonecan

buymycaror?You'dratherigetaloanfromabank

andreturnthe50Kas100korjustgethelpfromyou

andnotloseanything?

Ella:Youdon'tunderstand...Hopehaslosttrustme

andheisnotjustanybody..HeistheonlyfamilyI



have...

Tumo:Ok,lesaee...Ijustneverthoughtthiswould

beus...Keimaginerothokathusoyameandtheni

giveexcuses...Idon'tunderstandifyouhavean

Africanmentalitywagoreit'sokforyoutogetfrom

mebutican'tgetfromyouandifineedyourhelp

I'mweak...I'mnotcountingbutinafewmonthsI've

spentover20Konyou...I'mstillgoingtospendon

you.Thiswon'tdiscourageme...

Ella:Ok,I'llborrowyouthemoney.

Tumo:Idontwantitlikethat...Iwanteditwithlove

Ella:I'msorry...I'mgoingthroughalot...I'mafraid

todisappointHope...

Tumo:YoutrulyloveHope...

Helookedinhereyesandshookhishead...

Tumo:Youlovehim...That'swhyyouneverreported

him...Everythingisabouthim...Itseemslikeyou're

doingwhat'sbestforCJbutyoualsocarewhat



Hopethinksorfeel.

Ella:Heislikeabigbrothertome...Helooksafter

mewithoutanyexpectations.Theamountofguilt

hecarriesandtherespecthegivesmeisenough..I

don'tneedprisontopunishhim.

Tumo:Soyoulovehim?

Ella:Likeabigbrother..

Tumo:Thefirstconnectionifeltholdingyoui

thoughtyouwerelikealittlesisterbutthenitturned

outtobelove...Ijusthopeyouwon'thurtmeonthe

way.

Ella:Sincewearediagnosingeachother,you

shouldgetafinancialadvisor...Thewayyou

recklesslyspendididn'tthinkyou'rethisbroke....

Helookeddownandsighed...

Tumo:I'vebeentoldthatbyeveryone,mybusiness

partnerisangrywithmeandwrdon'tseeeyetoeye

becausehesaysI'mreckless...Iguessitmightbe



true...Ormaybeit'sbecausebeforeihadallthese

moneyiwasjustabrokeguy...I'lltakeyouradvice.

Ellatookoutherphoneandtappedthebankapp...

Ella:Paytocell?

Tumo:Yeah...

Shepressedandsentthemoney,hisphonebuzzed

thenhetookitoutandlookedatthescreenbefore

huggingher..

Atthehospital...

LaterthatafternoonRerestoodbythebedasthe

nurseputmedicationthroughPillar'scannula,she

walkedoutthenshesatbesideshertearfully

lookingather...Thetoiletscenekeptcomingback

likeascenefromamovieandeverytimeshe



wonderedwhatwouldhavehappenedhadGodnot

helpedherthinkshegotqaminipanicattack...

Herphonerangthenshepickedthevideocall...

Rere:Hello?

Hope:IsawvideosonFacebook,isthereany

particularreasonyouhaven'tupdatedme

Rere:Ididn'thavetime,I'vebeeninshocksince

morning...

Hope:You'recareless...

Rere:(tearfully)Hopeplease...Don'tdothis.

Hope:You'refuckingcareless,howdoesachildend

upatthebottomofthetoiletinyourpresence?

Whatwereyoudoing?Traditionalthingswithyour

unclewhojustmysteriouslyshowedupand

claimedmydaughterashis?

Rere:Ijustlostmygrandmotherandi-

Hope:Idon'tcareifyoulostyourleg!Idon'tgivea



shit!Howdoesachildendupinsideatoilet?Ifyou

knewyourgrandmother'stoiletwasthatwidethen

youshouldhavemadesurethatPdoesn'tcome

anywherenearit.You'recarelessOrefe...andnow

mydaughterisgoingtogrowupwiththescarsof

yourcarelessness.

Rereputthephonedownandrubbedhertears

lookingatherdaughterlayinghelpless...

Hope:Pickthephone,I'mstilltalkingtoyou.Stop

withthefaketearsbecauseidon'tbuyit...

Shepickedthephoneandlookedathimashe

angrilylookedather.

Hope:You'reacarelessmother

Rere:Itwasanaccident...Thingslikethesecan

happen,eventoyoutotaitcanhappenunderyour

watch...Maybeitcanbeunderdifferent



circumstancesbut-

Hope:Orefeyou'reabadmother,didyouthinkyou'll

getsympathyandagoldmedalforthis?AmI

supposedtosmileorhugyou?...ThenextthingI'll

beseeingmydaughterfallinginabigthreelegged

potkolesong,orshemightgomissing...You're

carelessandyoudon'tknowanythingabout

coparentingbecauseyoucan'teventextmegore

I'minahospitalinsteadIwatchvideosofmy

daughterscoveredinpoop...Iwouldhavebeenwith

mydaughterbutno,accordingtoyouruncleImust

marryyouorpayextramoneythanwhatI'mpaying

nowforhertobemine.I'mstillsayingthesame

thingitoldmygrandfather...I'mnotpayingmagadi

tospendtimewithmydaughter,adaughterthati

madewithmyownsperm...Ontenneibileafterthis

tripI'mgoingstraighttocourt...You'llshowmethe

partinourconstitutionorchildactthatsaysa

fathermustpaymagaditogetvisits.Iamgoingto

dealwithyouandyourfamily,whenI'mdonewith

youyou'llneverdenymetimewithmydaughter.

Rere:Hopeweegaobuesepe...youknowour



cultureandyou'refromaroyalfamily,legoneitsnot

alotofmoney...Youcanaffordit,whynotdoit?

Hope:Becauseiwon'tpaytobeafather,Iwon'tbuy

myowndaughterandidon'tdeservethistreatment

becauseididn'tabandonmydaughter.Ifanything

youshouldbedeniedaccesstoherbecauseyou're

careless

Rere:Don'tforgetyouhaveadrughabit

Hope:Alright,wewillseehowthisends.

Rere:Howcanyoublamemeforanaccident

Hope:NegligenceOrefe!Negligence!Ocareless.

Rere:I'mblockingyouekareotankokeletsastress

Hope:Ineedtoseeher,howamigoingtoseeherif

you-

Rere:Idon'tcarelenna.Atthispointsheismy

priorityakereyoutookyourfavouritedaughtersto

UK.Whyshouldyoucareaboutminewhenyou

can'tpaymagadisomyparentscanblessyouand

handherovertoyou.It'syourfaultshedidn'tcome

toUKtoobecauseyouwon'trespectourculture.



Hope:KareI'mnotpayingyourfamily,icanpay

damagebecauseitmakessensetome...My

daughterprobablyleftyouwithscarsbutobona

bogadijone?I'mnotpayingyourfamilytogiveme

what'salreadymine...Iwouldpaybogaditohave

youasmywifebecauseyesitsatokenofmy

appreciationbutwhatamiappreciatingwithmy

daughter?TheoneIraisedbymyself?Gakeduelele

ngwanaelewamenever!Nobodyinyourfamilyhas

everboughtmydaughterevenaTshirtsoI'mnot

payingthemoryou.Thatlittlegirlisalreadymine

beforethelawthat'swhyyoucansuemeforchild

maintenancebecausesheismine.I'mnotstupid.

Rere:Gotocourtthen,myfamilywillexplainthat

youdon'twanttofollowthetradition.Sinceyou

knowitallyou'renotgoingtoseeher,I'vetriedtobe

civilwithyounowyouwanttoseemycrazyside,

wewillseewhatthecourtwillsay.

Shehungupandblockedhim...



AtRain'sHouse...

LateronRainsteppedoutofthewarmshowerand

wrappedherselfwithatowel,grabbedherglassand

thebottleofwinethenshepassedbythebedroom

andgotherlotionsbeforesittingonthecouchand

lookingatthescreenasshelotionedherself...

Herhousewassilentbutitwasagoodsilence,the

onethatcamewithpeace...Shedidn'thavetomake

sureanyonehadeaten...Shejusthadtoworry

aboutherselfandthesnacksandwinewereenough

forthenight...

Herphonerangthenshereachedforitandsmiled

pickingthevideocall...

Rain:Hello?

Hope:Hi,canyoudomeafavour?Iwastalkingto

Orefeandwegotintoanargumentbeforeicould



seehowPillarisdoingbutnowsheblockedme.

Rain:I'mnotgettinginvolvedinherparenting.Ifshe

thinksit'sokforyounottoseeyourdaughterinher

conditionthenican'toverstepthat.Waituntilshe

allowsyoutoseeher

Hope:Haveyouseenher?

Rain:Yes,sheisbreathingthroughtheoxygen

maskandshehasburns,ithinkshesaidsomething

liketheyweretocleanherchestorsomethingi

don'tremembertheexactwords.Pleasedon'tget

meinvolved...

Hope:Ok..(stoodup)Letmeknowyouthe

children...

Shesmiledlookingatherchildrenjumpingonthe

trampolinewhileTsotlhecrackedlaughingsitting

onthemiddlegettingtossedaround..

Atthehospital...



LaterthatnightRerelaidbesidesherdaughter

lookinginhereyesassheblinkedlookingaround...

Rere:(softly)Hi..

Pillarwavedatherandputupalittlesmilebefore

lazilyputtingherhanddown...

Rere:Iloveyou...

Sheheldherhandandkisseditthenherphone

rang..

Rere:Hello?

Uncle:Hello,howismygrandniece?

Rere:Sheisgettingbetter

Uncle:Ok,romelatheamangwemotogolo?{can

yousendsomemore}Thesepeoplearetroubling



me...Theywantatentandwehavetofuelthecar

andgocollectherolderbrotherattheirfarm.We

can'tburyherbeforeherbrotherseesher.

Rere:Idon'thaveanymoremoney,theonlymoneyI

haveisminefromwork.Isentonefrominsurance...

Itwasn'tabigpackage

Uncle:Aomotogolo...Whatwillpeoplesayifyou

failtogiveyourgrandmotheradecentburial?The

onewhoraisedyou?

Rere:Howmuch?

Uncle:6K

Rere:Ok,I'llsend.

Uncle:Bye,goodnight

Shehungupandsentthemoneythenshesighed

andlaidherheaddownfrustratedly.Herphone

receivedamessage,sheclickedonthepictures

sentbyachildhoodfriend...



Her:HiRere,isn'tthisyourmom?I'veseenher

severaltimesbutpeloyameyagana,ievenasked

peoplewheresheisfromandtheysaidsheisfrom

Maun.I'msorryifthisisoffensive,didn'tknowwhat

todobecauseifeellikesheisyourmomthough

sheleftwhenwewereveryyoung.

Rere'sheartskippedasshecarefullylookedatthe

pictures....

AWEEKLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRere'sgrandmother's...

OnthemorningoftheburialRaindrovethroughthe

gateandparkedclosertothegateasthecrowd

filledtheyard,shefixedherblackscarfandand

lockedthecarthenshewalkedcloserwhereshe

tookaseatandjoinedinontheslowsinging...

Minuteslatertheywatchedasyoungmencarried

thecoffintothecar,sheturnedlookingatRere's

house...Ithadalwaysbeenjusttheslabandthe

wallwasatwindowlevelbutnowitwascomplete

andseemedtobeverybeautifulinside...Forsome

reasonitfeltlikesheprobablyusedPillar'smoney

thoughsheobviouslytoppedthemoneybecause

62.5Kwouldn'tbeenoughtocompletesuchabig

house...Shewasn'tsureifshehadtrustissuesor

maybeitwasbecauseshegrewupunderdifferent

circumstancesbutshecouldneverbuildinher



mother'syardevenifshewasn'tmarried.Her

siblingsweredramatic...OrmaybeRerehadthe

paperwork?Imeanforallthefewdaysshevisited

theuncleseemedtoocontrollingtostaywith...

Shesighedandwalkedtohercarasallthecars

formedaqueuetothegraveyard...Knowingshe

hadjustlefttheforceRereprobablystillhadmoney

andmaybeifshegaveherhintstojustfindherown

spaceshewouldn'tmakeamistake,butthen

maybeitwasheranxietygettingthebestofher...It

didn'tseemlikeHopekneweither,ifhefoundout

thatrudebustardwouldhavebiteherheadoff,and

rightfullyso.Whatadisaster...Shesighedandtried

nottolistentoheranxietyaboutallthese...Perhaps

shewasjustoverthinking.

Atthegraveyard...

LaterthatmorningReresatdownwithherdaughter

onherlapasshewatchedhergrandmother'sgrave



slowlygoingdown,tearsblurredhereyesandher

throatblocked,nobodywascryingandshedidn't

wanttoactimmaturebutknowingshe'dneversee

heragainshutteredherasshebrokedowncrying.

Heraunttriedtogetherdaughterbutshewouldn't

letanyoneholdherasusual,shecriedholdingher,

shecouldn'taffordanothertragicwithherdaughter

oranotherreminderfromHopeofhowbadsheis..

Pillarturnedherheadandlookedathermotherthen

shejoinedincrying,Rainwalkedoverandgother

asRereletgo.

Shestoodupandjoinedherfamilyastheydropped

aportionofthesoilintothegrave...

AtDallasHouse...

MeanwhileDallassatinfrontofthehouselooking

attheunfamiliarplace...Hegotupandintothe



housewherehisphonewasonthetable,hepicked

itupandsatdowngoingthroughhisphonetrying

torememberanyone...

Hestoppedathispicturesonthegallery,hislast

pictureswerewithChance....buthestilldidn't

understandwhyhelookedsoyounger,heclicked

onavideoofChancelayingnexttohimrecoding

thevideo...

Chance:(laughed)SouncleDallastellmeaboutyou

andmydad...Iwantallthedirtydetailsandfunny

storieswithyouandpaps

Dallas:(laughed)Leavemealone...

Dallasfrownedconfused,sothisisn'tChance,its

hisson.Hecarriedonwatchingthevideo..

Dallas:(laughed)Onetime...Itwasthegoodold

times...Chanceandiheldagirlslegsapartfor



Jangotopenetrateher..Thepartywaswild.

Him:(laughed)Youguyswerecrazy,ifididn'thave

trustissuesI'dhaveaclosefriendtohangwithbut

afterwhathappenedbetweenyouandpapsidon't

trustfriends...gaketshepemajita...Ijustwantmy

kids,businesspartnersandoccasionalfunwith

guysI'mnotthatcloseto...Kebatafriendshipe

distantnotwhereaguyhasmywoman'snumber

andstartstalkingshitaboutmetoher.Orwherea

friendknowsinfodeepenoughtogetmekilledor

prisoned.

Dallas:Itotallyunderstand...Iruinedmyfriendship

withChancebutI'mhappythatyou'rehelpingme.

You'reatruecopyofChance,hewasn'tthis

stubbornorroughonwomenbutyouhaveabitof

him.

Him:(laughed)Stubborn?UncleyouknowI'mnot.

Theylaughedandthevideoended,thenheclicked

ontheothervideowhereChance'ssonwassitting

onthechair..



Him:Imadethesevideosforwhenyoucan't

rememberwhoyou're...You'remyuncle...Mymom

wasThuliandwhenChancefirstwantedheryou

flipped...(helaughed)Youdidn'twantmydadnear

Thulibecauseyouthoughthewasstillinlovewith

somegirlButheprovedyouwrongandeven

marriedher.Okletmetellyouaboutyou,papsand

Jango...Youlivedagoodlifethoughyou'velosta

lotofthings...

Dallassmiledwatchingthelongvideoandeven

laughedlookingatHope..Nowherememberedhis

name...Hope.

AtRere'sgrandmother's...

LaterthatmorningRainwalkedtowardsRereand

handedherthebaby...



Rain:I'mgoing...

Rere:Doyoumindtakingherforafewhours?We

havealottodohereandidon'twantheroutofmy

sight.

Rain:Ihaveadateafterthis...

Rere:Oh,OK.

Rain:Um...I'mjustcurious,whydidyouchooseto

buildinyourgranny'syard?Doyouthinklivingwith

youruncleorrelativeswillbepeaceful?

Rere:They'releavingafterthis,weusedtoliveina

traditionalhut,ibuiltmygrandmothera2bedroom

houseandthatbigoneismine,ibuiltitwithPillars

money.Igotaloanandtoppedit...

Rain:Yeahbut...Youknowhowrelativesare,whatif

-

Rere:It'salmostasifyou'rewishingmebadluck...

Whycan'tyoujustbehappyformewithoutbeing

negative?Areyoujealousthatihaveahousebigger

thanyoursandyourchildrenhavenothing?

Rain:I'mnotjealous...I'mjustsaying..



Rere:Negativityekana,isthatwhyyou'reavoiding

mebecauseibuiltahousebiggerthanyours

thoughyou'remakingmoremoneythanme?

Rain:Ididn'tevenknowitwassupposedtobea

competition,Hopesaidbanabarekelwediplot...

Andithinkit'ssaferthatwaybutiunderstandthat

youandyourgrandmotherwereclosesoit'sok.

Rere:Whathappenedtous?Whycan'twejustbe

happyforoneanother?Areyouintimidatedbymy

achievements?

Rain:Iamnotdoingthiswithyou,bye!

Sheturnedaroundandgotinthecarthenshedrove

off.Rerewalkedtowardsthehousewherethe

familymeetingwasabouttostart..Shesatdown

andputherdaughteronherlap..

OlderUncle:Bagaetshothankyouforattendingthis

meeting,asyouknow...Aftereveryburialthereisa

familymeetingtowrapupafewthingsandleave



themourningchildrenwithaword.Wewillfirststart

withthedeceased'sclothes...

Twowomendistributedtheoldlady'sclothesgiving

eachpersonwithoutpicking.Oncedonetheysat

down...

OlderUncle:Wearenowleftwiththefurniture...But

asyouknowwecannotdistributethemasthey're

forthechildrenofthedeceased.Thisconcludesour

firstpartofthemeeting,unlessthereisany

questions?

TherewassilenceasRerelistenedthenthemeeting

continued...

Uncle:(clearedhisthroatmucus)Ehbotsadi...I

haveaconcern...Iwantustosolvethissituation

nowwhileweareallhere..(sighed)Kanawehavea

daughterwiththeroyalfamily,andthisfamilytold



ustheywouldmarryourdaughter...Thatboysaid

he'dmarryRere...Wehavebeenwaitingfor2years

nowbutthey'resilentibilewakgarebeosupaha

basautwane.Jaanongiwantustocontacthis

familyandtellthemwearestillwaiting...They

damagedthisgirlandhemustmarryher...Hesaid

hewillhemuststicktohispromise.

Olderuncle:Youknowthatmostyoungmensay

theywillmarryduringthepregnancymeetingbut

wecan'tignorethattimeshavechanged.Which

partoftheculturesaysthewoman'sfamilycanask

theman'sfamilywhenthey'regoingtomarryher?

Uncle:That'swhywemuststandup...Timeshave

changed.

Auntie:Enetotahemustbeaskedwhenheis

marryingher,ifhedoesn'tmarryherwehavethe

righttosuehim...Kgosiisalwayschargingyoung

menforwastingthetimeofawoman...

Uncle:Ifhecan'tmarryherhemustpayforhis

daughterbecauseheseesheronthestreets..

Olderuncle:(sighedlookingatRere)What'syour



take?I'manoldmanbutiliketoconsidertheyouth

becauseyouropinionmatters

Uncle:Shehastogetmarried...Shemustlistento

usandletusdothisforher.Thatyoungmanneeds

hisfathertotalktohimaboutmarryingher..

Olderuncle:Doyouwanttomarrythisyoungman?

Rere:Ifhewantstomarrymeiwouldn'tsayno,i

justwanthimtofocusonme...Hehastwomore

womenhehadchildrenwith..

Uncle:Heisaroyalboy,ithappens...Childrenare

nottheproblem.Theissueisthathepromisedyou

marriageandhemustfollowthrough.Womenwill

neverstopthrowingthemselvesathimbecausehe

hasmoneyandhecomesfromroyalty,youneedto

acceptthatorelseyou'llendupalone.Backinthe

daysparentsmadedecisionsfortheirchildrenand

theywerehappy,youdon'tknowanythingabout

happiness.

Olderuncle:Ifyoudon'tmind..Wewilltalktohis

parents.Wewillsendtwopeopletogotalktothe

royalfamily...



Auntie:Hopeisayoungmanandheneeds

encouragementfrombothfamilies...Kebanabatho

ba...Orefecan'tbestayinghomewitheldersather

age.Kanajaanongotogaannalehetwa.Nnyaaako

amonyaleatswemolwapengayegoagalagagwe.

Uncle:Sheneedstogoandstartbuildingherown

homewiththisyoungman.Shecan'tbehomewith

usatherage.

Somefamilymemberschosetokeepquietwhile

theoneswhoagreedaddedtheiropinions,Rere

tookadeepbreathandsighed,apartofhercould

onlyimagineifHopelistenedtohisparentsanddid

right...Maybehe'dactrightasahusbandwithother

womenoutofthepicture....Shewasn'tsurebut

thenparentsknewbetter.

InKatlo'sHouse...

Hopekneltbeforehisoldestdaughterandhelped



herputonherrollerskateswhilehiscousinsstood

bywaitingforhim,hehelpedhislittlegirlupand

supportedherassheslidaroundaimlesslytryingto

balanceherself...

Awomannextdoorwalkedoverwithherpoodleon

aleashandsmiledwatchingthem..

Her:Hey...

Hope:Hi...

Her:YoumustbeKat'snephew...Ithoughthewas

talkingaboutalittleboy,yousurelooklikeaman.

Hope:(laughed)Howareyou?I'mHope

Her:I'mDiana...Beautifuldaughters..

Hope:Thankyou...

ThecousinrolledaroundcarryingTsotlhewhile

HopesupportedTsaronateachingherhowtoroll.

Hisphonerangandhetookouthisphone...Itwas



theoldman...

Hope:Hello?

Him:Howareyou

Hope:I'mfine,howareyou?

Him:I'mgood..Orefe'sfamilyishereaskingwhen

you'remarryingtheirdaughterbecausetheyhave

beenwaitingfortwoyearsnow...Itsoundslikethey

wanttodragtheroyalnameinthemudandidon't

wantthat...

Hope:Whydidn'tReretellthemsheandibrokeup?

Sheevenblockedmewehaven'ttalkedinovera

week.

Him:Ifthey'reaskingthenitdoesn'tmatter,orthey

wantyoutosayyouwon'tmarryhersotheycan

takethenextstepofdealingwithyou,promising

someonemarriagebeforewitnessesandnot

followingthroughcanactuallybeaseriousthing...

Youshouldn'thavesaidyou'llmarryher

Hope:Youmademesaythat,yousaidthat'show



menrespondtothatquestionafteracceptingthe

pregnancy.

Him:Becauseithoughtyou'llhavetheballsto

marrythemall.Ididn'tknowyou'restillalittleboy.

Hope:Idon'tevenloveher,itoldyoumalobagore

keratamangmogobommagwebanabaakere?

Him:Iknow...Butyoumadepromisesandsome

familiesdon'ttakeitseriouslyothersdo..Whatare

yougoingtodo?Idon'twantmynameinthemud...

Chancealreadydidwiththatmurdercase,people

don'trespecttheroyalsanymorebecauseyou

constantlymakedecisionsthatreflectbadonus.

Thistimemakeadecisionthatisn'tbasedonyour

selfishdesiresaboutawomanyouwon'tevenhave.

Givemearesponserightnowbecausethesepeople

arewaitingoutsidemyhouse.

*

*

*

*



*
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AttheroyalHouse...

Theoldmansippedadrinkstandingbehindthe

housetalkingtothephone...

Hope:NnatotaIdon'tlovethatgirl,ketabekemo

nyalaabekemoisakae?

Gran:You'remissingthepoint...Iunderstandthat

theideaofmarriagecanbescarybutlookatitthis

way...Nextyeararoundthistimeyoushouldbeon

thethroneand....Akgosiisarealkgosiwhenheis

married...Itwillgiveyouthedignityyoudeserve...

Youdon'thavetoloveyourwife...Youjusthaveto

tellheryouloveherandgivehermoneytoo.



Hope:Andbewithhereverynight?

Gran:Itcan'tbethatbad,youlaidontopofherand

evenleftyourseedinsidehersothereissomekind

oftolerancethere..Womenchangeaftergetting

married,theyworshipyou.

Hope:Idon'twanttobeworshipped,thisiswhatI

wastellingyoudaysbackaboutimposingyour

beliefsonme.TellherfamilythatIcan'tmarryher...

Gran:You'renotpullingaChancecardonme...You

knowyourroleinthisfamilyandyou'lldoit.I'vehad

enoughofyourstubbornness...Youwonderwhy

yourlifeisstagnant?Yourancestorsarenot

happy...Seewhathappenedtoyourdaughter?It

wasawarningfromtheancestors...Royalcallingis

notonetobeignored..

Hopekeptquietforaboutaminute...

Gran:You'renotjustdoingthisforyourself...It'sfor

thefamily,youmarrythisgirlandbringallyour



childrenhomeincludingthatboyfromyourcousin.

Weneedtopresentaproperfamilybeforethe

people...

Hopesighed...

Gran:I'lltellthemwewillvisitthemonThursday...

Wewilltakecareofbogadi...Youcanworryabout

thewedding

Hope:Idon'thavemoney

Gran:Yourparentsandiwillseewhattodo...We

stillhaveyourfather'sinheritancewhichisnow

yoursandithasmultiplied...youcanaffordthis

weddinganditwillbetheweddingofthecentury.

Hope:Ihavetogo,mydaughteriscrying

Gran:You'llbeengagedwhenyougetback...

Magadiwillbepaidinafewweeks.Otaithelarego

batetsemosadigaoboa.Don'tdisappointthis

familyanymorethanithasbeen...It'stimetoacta

littlemature.You'renotawhitemanandiknowlove



meansnothingtoyou...Youjustneedrespectand

goodsex.Kebusamahokoautwa?

Hekeptquiet..

Gran:Good,seeyouwhenyougetback.Finally

thereisprogresstowardsthisthronething.I'mglad

you'resettlingdown...Don'tworryaboutsexifthis

ladyisnotassweetasyouwant.Royalhouses

haveyoungbeautifulmaidsforareason.Yourwife

willbetrainedtorespectyouandourfamily,

marriageisthesafestplaceforamanbecauseyour

happinesswillbeyourwife'sresponsibility.

Hope:Thebabyiscrying

Gran:Ok...I'mproudofyoufordoingthis,you'llbe

fine.

Hope:Bye

Hehungupandwalkedbackinthehouseheading

tothelivingroomwherethetwogentlemenwere



havingteawithscones...

Gran:Gentlemenpleaseexcusemeforkeepingyou

waiting..

Rere'suncle:Thereisnoproblemchief...

Gran:Iwasjusttalkingtomyboy...HeisinUKbut

hehasaskedustogoonandgethimawife.We

willvisityouonThursdayretagoitshupa...And

thenwewilltakeitfromthere.Weapologisefor

makingyouwaitthislongandforforcingyoutoask

howfarweare.

Uncle:Notaproblematall...Wewillbewaiting.

Gran:Thankyou...

TheyfinishedtheirteaandleftthenStevenstood

upanddialledhisbrother...

Him:Hello?

Gran:Dumelamonna...Hopeareoanyala



Him:That'smyboy...Whichone?Kanaotsaya

gothe?

Gran:No,theonewhogavebirthtohisfirstborn.

Him:(laughed)Ithoughthe'dmakeahistoryand

bring3...mothoyoonearatilwekekukukanayo.

Phologoloekanahaekagorataennantetsentetse

Gran:(laughed)Waii,thisoneisafraidofwomen..

Hecouldn'thandle2butI'mhappyhewillsettle

downandtakeover.

Him:Hehasto...Uncleisfightingtotakeafteryou

mmegaanagosebona.Hopeistakingover.

Gran:Exactly..Wewilltalktomorrow.

Him:Ok,bye

Hehungupandwalkedtothebedroom...

Atthedate...



LateronRainsteppedoutofthecaranddialledher

Facebookpotential..

Him:Hello?

Rain:Hi,I'moutside...I'mdrivingawhiteX5

Him:I'mwearingTshirtyapartyetona

Rain:Partyetonakeeng?

Him:(laughed)I'minside...Iorderedsomething

whilewaitingforyou.

Rain:Ok

Shehungupandwalkedin,"partyetona"she

almostrolledhereyes...Didshejusthatemenor

theydidn'tseemappealinganymore?Assoonas

shewalkedinamanwitharedTshirtwavedather,

Goodness...Socialmediawasalie...Howcomehe

lookedyoungerandcleaneronfacebook?Butthen

thepictureswerefromyearsback...Butifshewas

goingtogetoverthisrudebustardHopeshehadto

giveitatry,notallmenwouldturnoutlikeTumo.



Shepulledthechairandsatdown...Imean...She

didn'thaveaproblemwithamanthatkeepshair

butthismandidnotbrushhishair...Perhapsitwas

thestandardMarcopolosetbecausehealwayshad

asharphaircutandtouchinghisheadfeltlike

heaven..

Rain:Hi..

Him:Aita...

Shesatdownasherdatesnappedhisfingersata

waitresswhiletakingoutwhateverthatwasstuck

betweenhisteethwithhispinkylongnail...How

shehatedamanwithlongnails!evenifitsjustone

pinky,nowherehewasshovingitbetweenhis

teeth...partofherdidgivehimthebenefitofthe

doubtthough...Maybeshewasbeingtoopicky.

Him:(tothewaitress)Getherorder...Andbringme

anotherplateofpapandseswa(poundedmeat)



withspinachontheside.

Waitress:Noted..

Him:Andwaterplease...Waterisfreeright?

Waitress:Yes..

ShelookedatRainandshesighedtryingtoscan

themenu...

Rain:I'dliketohavelasagnawithextracheeseand

redwine..

Themanpickedthemenuandcheckedtheprices...

Him:Iwasthinkingyoushouldordersomething

lessthanP100.

Rain:I'llpayformyshare.

Him:Ohok..Inthatcasebringmeablacklabel...

Doesitcomeinabottleorinaglass?



Waitress:Howdoyoupreferit?

Him:Bringthewholequart

Waitress:Noted,anythingelse?

Both:No.

ShewalkedawaythenRainturnedandlookedat

himashesmiledandreachedacrossthetablefor

herhandandscratchedthemiddleofherpalm..

Him:Warengmothowaaka?

Rainleanedbackandfoldedherarmslooking

aroundthem,itwouldbeembarrassingifanyofher

juniorssawherinascenelikethis..

Rain:Sowhatdoyoudoatthemine?

Him:(smiledreluctantly)YoumeaninToteng?

Rain:Yes...Whatdoyouworkas?



Him:Iamasecurityguard..

Rain:Butyousaidyou'reamineworker

Him:Iguardthemine,I'mpartofthestaffatthe

mine.

Rain:Isee..

Him:IhavealotofcattleandI'mplanningtosend

about10toBMC...I'mexpectingalotofmoney

becauseI'vebeenfeedingthemverywell.

Rain:Isee..

Him:Iwantawomantosettlewith...Iamavery

faithfulpersonbutI'mnotlucky...Mmennatotai

takecareofawoman,igiveawomanmoneyand

I'mgoodinbed...Imakesurewearebothhappy.Ke

bogaletotainbed..

FromherexperiencewithHopeandTumoshe

couldtellheprobablyknewnothingaboutsex...

Hopeneverbragged,neverevenwarnedherabout

hisdicksamewithTumo,henevertalkedaboutsex

butbothsurprisedherinbed...Nowherewas



someonebragging,thewaitressfinallywalkedback

andtheybeguneatingashewentonandonabout

hisriches.Whenshecouldn'ttakeitanymoreshe

pressedafakecallandleanedback..Aminutelater

herphonerang..

Rain:Hello?...Yes...Whathappened?Jesus,I'm

coming..

Shestoodupandwavedthewaitressoverbefore

takingoutthemoney...

Rain:MydaughterjustswallowedP1..Bye

Him:Ok,canyoudropmeoffbythetaxistop?

Rain:Ok..

Theywalkedoutandgotinthecarthenshedrove

outashisseatbeltalarmnotificationdingedallthe

way,irritatingasitwasshetookadeepbreathand



justtookitinuntilshestoppedatthetaxistop...

Him:Ileftmycaratthemine,ihaveaHonda..

Rain:Iunderstand,bye

Him:I'llcallyoulater

Rain:Bye

Shedroveoffandunfriendedhimbeforeblocking

hisnumber...

AtRere'sgrandmother's...

LateronRerewalkedoutofthebedroomheadingto

thekitchentalkingtothephone...

Rere:Yes...Ineedtents,chairsandallthoselisted

items.....Yes....It'sadecocompanyandI'mhoping

tostartrunningnextmonth.Pleaseconfirmevery



itemthereevenajumpingcastle.Thankyou..Bye

Shehungupandheardthecarstoppingoutside,

shemovedthecurtainsanditwasheruncles.Her

heartskippedasshequicklywalkedout...

Shehurriedtothehousewheretheelderswere

talkinginthelivingroom,shestoodinthekitchen

pretendingtobedoingthedisheswhileattentively

listening..

YoungUncle:Kgosiwelcomeduswithopenarms...

Theroyalhousemaidsmadeustea...Ididn'teven

knowKgosihastwomaids...Apparentlythehouse

istoobigforonemaid...Iswearpeopleareliving

thedreamwhilewestruggle..

Uncle:Yes...So?Whatdidhesay?You'rekillingus

withcuriosity...Iwantmyniecetobemarried...

Rere'sheartpoundedasshestoodbythesink



quietly...

Younguncle:Kgosisaidthattheyoungmanisin

UKandtheytalkedonthephoneforawhile...He

endeduptellinghimtocarryonwithpatoandpay

magadiforhiswife...Theweddingwillcontinue

whenhearrives.Kgosisaidtheywouldvisiton

Thursday.

Uncle:Perfect!Thisisperfect...

Rereinnocentlywalkedoutandheadedtoher

housewhereshecalmlyclosedthedoorand

jumpedupanddownsilently,shesmiledsowide

hercheekshurtasshejumpedandfinallytooka

deepbreathunblockinghim.Shewalkedinthe

bedroomandsatdownnexttohersleeping

daughter.

Rere:(texted)I'msorrythatyouhadtofindout

throughFacebook.Iwaswrongandthereisno



excuse.I'msorryforblockingyouaswell,

communicationisthebestpolicy.

Shesentthemessageandsighedwaiting...

AtRain'sHouse...

LaterthateveningRainsatonthebedsurrounded

byherbankstatementsandbuildingquotations

whileshetypedonthelaptopwithapenbetween

herlips,shehungitaboveherlipsandsippedcold

waterbeforecarryingonwithherbudget..Her

phonerangthenshesmiledatthevideocalland

putherphoneonthestand..

Hope:Wow...Youlookbusy,work?

Rain:(laughed)No...I'mtryingtoseeificanafford

torenovatethechildren'shousesandputtenants

sothosehousescanhelpuswiththechildren's

schoolfees.



Hope:Soundslikeagreatplan...

Shewasn'tsurewhatwasgoingonbutshecould

tellhewasaforcingasmile...

Rain:AreyouOK?

Hope:It's...Complicated...Butithasnothingtodo

withthechildren.I'mafraidtotellyoubecause

you'llshoutatmeand-

Rain:Iwon't...Aslongasyou'renotaskingmetobe

withyoubecauseidon'tknowifyou'vereally

changed.Ithoughtihatedyoubutidon'tthinkido...

I'mjustangrywithyou..

Hope:Rere'sfamilyetsositsemodumogatwei

mustmarryherbecauseipromisedhermarriage

andthesadpartisthatmygrandfatherofallpeople

ispushingforthistohappen.Iwanttosayno

becauseiknowidon'tloveherbuthekeepstalking

inriddles...Iknowhowimportantitisforthemto

keepthethroneinthefamilybecauseifhisuncle



takesoverthenhissonwillthenthegrandsonand

soonandsoforth...Kooreitwillbetheirsforgood

soihavetotakeoverandhewantsmetodothiske

nyetsewithawife...IamstressedbecauseOrefe

seemstobewithherfamilyonthis..

Rain:Kemathata...Ithinkyoushouldfollowyour

heartbecauseyoucan'tsatisfyotherpeoplebutif

yougoonandsacrificeforyourfamilyiwill

understand.Justdowhatyouthinkisright..

Hope:IwanttomovetoUK...Wouldyoumovehere

withme?

Rain:No,

Hope:Whynot?

Rain:Seewhyigetangry?YouthinkingI'llgofor

anotherroundwithRereoranyotherwoman...I'm

nolongerthatRain.Thelastthingiwillbeisyour

sidechick.You'renowsomeone'ssoontobe

husbandsoactlikeit...

Hope:Ihaven'tagreed



Rain:Youhaven'trejectedeither.Mmerraonale

seemo,mayGodhelpyou.Arethekidssleeping?

Hope:Yes..

Rain:Ok,goodnight..Letmewrapthisup.

Hope:I'mcomingnextweek..

Rain:Ok,goodnight...

Hope:Wait...

Shecutthecallandputthephonedown

AtRere'shouse...

OnthesamenightRerereceivedthereplyand

quicklyclicked...

Hope:I'msorryifthissoundsrudebutthereisno

anyotherwaytosaythis,idon'tloveyouanymore.

You'renotthewomaniwanttomarry,youwerea



mistakethatshouldn'thavehappenedinthefirst

place.Theonlythingicandoistobethereformy

daughterandcoparentwithyoupeacefully.Iamnot

happywithhowyouhavesuddenlyallowedculture

tocomebetweenmeandmydaughter.Pleasedo

meafavourandtellyourparentsthatyoudon't

wanttomarryme,itwillbeeasierandless

embarrassingforyouifitcomesfromyou.Itissafe

tosayafterwhatyoubeendoingoganaka

ngwanake1andlettingmydaughterfallinthetoilet

ihateyou.Stayawayfrommeandtellyourfamily

toleavemealone.Ifyouletmyfamilybringmagadi

you'llbemygrandfather'swifeandiwon'ttouch

you.Otabeonyetswekebatsadibameesengnna.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtOrefe'sHouse...

ThenextmorningReresteppedoutofthehouse

whileherauntandunclesatinfrontofthehouse,

oneoftheirdaughterswalkedoutwithabowlof

foodandmetherhalfway...

Her:Ineedtoputthisinthefridge

Rere:Ok

ShewalkedinwhileReretookaseatnexttoher

uncleandaunt...Beforeshecouldspeakhermale

cousinwalkedoutofthehouselightingacigarette

headingtoherhouse...



Him:Gojiwaiikekubugetsweketalayaana...

Hewalkedinherhouseandclosedthedoor,she

sighedandfacedherunclebutbeforeshecould

openhermouthherhometheaterplayedrumbafull

blastwhileherdaughterwasstillsleeping..

Rere:I'llbeback...PeteriswakingPillar

Uncle:Butitsmorning,shouldn'tshebeup..

Rere:Shesleptlate,sheisstillnotwell

Aunt:Ao,lesathereutweradio...Andyoushould

borrowmethisradiowhenistartsellingtraditional

beer.Ithasagoodbase

Rere:Youwanttoselltraditionalbeerhere?

Auntie:Yes,weneedmoney..

Rere:Youcan'tsellbeerhere,mmedidn'tlikebeer

andihaveadaughter...Idon'twanthertogrowup

inasheebeen.

Uncle:Mmeisnothereanymore...Andyour



daughterwon'tbesellingthebeer.

Rere:Ithoughtafterthefuneralyou'llgobacktothe

farm.

Uncle:I'mstayinginMaun...It'shardtocollect

pensionwhilestayingatthefarmandmychildren

needtheirhomeback..

Rere:Iwasplanningtoputatenantinmme's

housebecauseibuiltitwheniwasasoldier...

Uncle:Butthisismyyard...It'smymother'syard,

youcan'thaveherinheritancewhenI'malive...This

ismymother'syard,waitforyourownmotherto

haveayardandclaimit...

TherewassilenceasRerelookedatthem...

Uncle:Whatdidyouwanttotalkabout?

Rere:Hopedoesn'twanttomarryme,hedoesn't

loveme.Thereisawomanthatheloveskoorehela

shedoesn'twanthim..Evenifheseesmewith

anothermanhedoesn'tcareorgetjealous.Gaa



nthate...Hesaysifiagreetothisiwon'tbehiswife.

Iwashopingtherewouldbealittlelovebuthe

doesn'tandidon'twanttobemarriedtoamanwho

hatesme...

Uncle:Thatmanmanagedtohaveachildwithyou...

Meaningatsomepointhewantedyousobadhe

didn'twantacondomanditfeltsogoodhecouldn't

pullout.That'senoughtomarryhim...ifyourespect

himandbehavehewillloveyouback...Your

problemisthatyouletthissoldierbehaviorgetto

you...Humbleyourselfandbeawoman.

Rere:Hopedoesn'tloveme...Andthismancanbe

veryrudeifhewantstobe.

Uncle:Thendon'tprovokehim,Orefewhatdoyou

wanttodo?Youwanttostayhere?Thisismyyard

andidon'twanttosharewithyoubecauseihave

plans...Mywifeisopeningasheebeen.

Rere:Whatdoidowithmyhouse?That'smyhouse

andI'veonlysleptinitfordays

Uncle:Pickitupandtakeitwithyouifyoucan...

You'remakingmeangrybecauseyou'rebusy



rejectingtheopportunityofhavingyourownplace

andfamily,youwanttostayheresoyoucanboss

usandtellusnottoplaymusicortouchyourthings.

Rere:Ibuiltbothofthesehouseswithmyown

money,iputelectricityandwater,whenyouleft

mmewasstayinginahut.

Uncle:Idon'tunderstandwhatthatissupposedto

mean,Soyou'renowentitledtomyownmother's

thingsbecauseyouhelpedher?Whydon'tyougo

outthereandfindyourmothersoyoucanenjoy

whateversheachieved?

Auntie:Nnyaarrabo...Don'ttalklikethat..

Uncle:Orefeifyoudon'tmarrythismanandgo

makesomethingforyourdaughteritwillbethe

biggestmistakeofyourlifebecauseyourdaughter

willnotinheritmymother'syardinmypresence.

Shewillgomissing...

Rere'sheartskippedasshelookedathim..



Uncle:NotthatI'ddoanythingtoherbutthatwould

betheancestorsfightingforme...

Auntie:GonetotaRerehaosanyalwewagonna

kae?Wecan'tallstayhere...Iwon'tstopselling

beerjustbecauseyoucanaffordtotakecareof

yourself...

Rerelookedatherhouseandithadbeenawhile

sinceheruncle'ssonwasinthehouseplayingloud

musicwhileherdaughterwassleepinginthere,she

triedtoignoreheroverthinkingheadandturned

backlookingatheruncle..

Uncle:I'mnotchasingyoubutit'sbestyouget

marriedandleaveinpeacebecauseifnotweare

goingtoconstantlyargue.Youcanputatenantin

yourhousebutihopethattenantwillbeOKwith

oursheebeenandwon'ttroubleus.Nyalwaolese

golwelaboswalebanabamoswigaongwana

wagamme...



Rerelookedatthehouseagainthenshestoodup

andwalkedtothehousewhileheruncletalkedto

her...

Uncle:I'mstilltalkingtoyou..

Rerewalkedinthehousewhilethemusicwasstill

playing,thecousinwasn'tinthelivingroomand

sheglancedinthekitchenandtherewasnoone,

herheartpoundedasshewalkedtowardsthe

bedroomandopenedthedoor...

Herheartskippedashercousinjumped...

*

*

*

*

*



[06/27,00:59] :ChanceMoilwa

Book2

#64

AtRere'sgrandmother's...

Uncle:I'mstilltalkingtoyou..

Rerewalkedinthehousewhilethemusicwasstill

playing,thecousinwasn'tinthelivingroomand

sheglancedinthekitchenandtherewasnoone,

herheartpoundedasshewalkedtowardsthe

bedroomandopenedthedoor...

Herheartskippedashercousinjumpedlettinggo

ofPillar'spantiesatherlittlekneeswhilesheslept

peacefully.Rere'sheartalmostdroppedasacold

chillcoveredherbody..



Rere:Peterwhatareyoudoing?!

Thecousinswallowedandlookedaround..

Peter:Iwaslookingfortheremotesoicanforward

thesongsontheradio-imeanspeaker..

Rere:Sotheremoteisinmydaughter'spanties?

Whatwereyoutryingtodo?

Shenoticedherpursesopenonthedressingtable

andwalkedovertohim,sheshovedherhandinhis

pocketsandcameoutwithmoneyandhermemory

stick.

Rere:Wereyoutryingtorapemydaughter?

Peter:No...

Rere'sheartpoundedassheglaredathimtrying



nottolosecontrolbutshedidn'tevenseeherself

grabavaseandsmasheditonhisheadashe

staggeredfallingonthetableandtakingitdown

withhimashefell,shejumpedontopofhimand

punchedhimcountlesstimes,thecousinfinally

managedtograbRere'shairbutsheleanedover

andclungherteethonhisneckashebegun

screaming...Hescreamedsoloudhisvoicewoke

Pillarandwhenthesongendedthefamilyand

neighboursheardhimhowling...

Rerebithimsohardhecouldonlyscreamwhile

tappinghershoulder.

Pillarpulledupherpantiesandstoodonthebed

cryingastheuncleandtheauntrushedinthe

house,tqhesistersraninsidetooandtriedtopull

RereoffbutherJawswereclosedshutwithhis

skinbetweenherteeth...

Uncle:Areyoutryingtokillmyson?!



ThesisterjumpedbehindRereandpunchedherbut

shedidn'tevenfeelanythingexcepttheangerof

seeingthismanpullherdaughterspantiesdown,

themorethesisterpunchedhertqhemoreshebit

himandevenshookherheadlikeapitbull,she

plungedherfingersintohiseyestooandpulledher

headtryingtotearhisskinastheauntgrabbedthe

shoeandhitherontheheadbutshepressedher

fingersdeeperashescreamed.

OneofthesistersslappedPillaracrosstheface

andgrabbedherbytqhehair..

Her:Kenyedisaenengwanawagago

Rereletgoofthecousinandgrabbedabottleof

perfumewhichsheaimedathersistercousin's

forehead,hardastheglasswasitshutteredon

contactwithherskullassheinstantlymeltedonthe



ground,Rerelandedontopofherandgrabbedher

necktryingtobreakitasherauntiescreamedand

heldRere'shands...

Auntie:(crying)Rerengwanakaplease...Stop...

Don'tletthedeviluseyou...

Thepictureofherdaughterfallingdownfromher

slapflashed,angerfilledherupalloveragainand

shebitherlowerlipandsnappedherneckonce!

Thesoundofherneckbonessnappingsentshock

wavesastheothersistersjumpedthebedrunning

outfollowingherfather.

Rerewalkedoutandgrabbedaspadecryingasshe

steppedoutofthehouserunningafterheruncle..

Shewassoangryshecouldn'tsayanythingno

matterhowmuchshewantedtocurseeachand

everyoneofthem,sheranafterherunclebuthis



shoescameoffasheranoutthegate.Sheran

holdingthespadelikeajavelinthrowandthrewit

allhertrainedstrength,thespadelandedrighton

heruncle'sshoulderandhefellfacedownhuffing

soilthroughhisnose.

Asmuchasshewantedtowalkoverandfinishe

sheknewherdaughterwasbehindhercrying,she

turnedaroundandthebleedingcousinwas

attemptingtojumpthefencesoakedinblood...He

slowlysatbythefencewithhishandpressedonhis

bleedingneck...

RereangrilywalkedbacktothehousewherePillar

wasstandingatthestoopcrying,shepickedher

babyandwalkedinthehousewhereherauntwas

stilltryingtowakeherlifelessdaughter..

Rere:(angrily)Getthisthingoutofmyhouse!



Rereputherdaughterinherroomandplayed

Pepperpigforheronthephonebeforewalkingout..

Rere:I'mcomingok?Don'tcry..

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedinherbedroom

whereherauntwasstillcryingwithherdaughteron

herlap,Reregrabbedhercousin'sleganddragged

heroutasherheadhitthedoorframe...

Rereroughlydraggedheracrossthefloorasher

skirtpeeledbackexposingherpanties,thehead

bumpedoneachstoopstairsanddroppedtothe

groundasReredraggedheracrosstheyardwhile

neighbourswatchedfromthefences.Shedropped

thelegonthemiddleoftheyardandwalkedbackto

thehouse...

Rere:Nxla!You'reallluckyilefttheforce.Nakotse

nkabegonkgamoswaakelethubilethubile..



Shewalkedinherhouseandslappedthedoor

beforelockingit.Shegotinthebathroomtakingoff

herclothesandstoodundertheshowerasher

angerandtheadrenalineslowlydroppeddown,

everythingsunkinandthetraumatisingpictureof

her20yearoldcousinpullingdownher2yearold's

pantiescameback,hewaserect...Agrownman

andGodknowswhatwouldhavehappenedtoher

littlegirlhadshedelayed...Rain'swordsabout

buildinginsomeone'syardcamebackandtheguilt

struckherasshebrokedowncrying,shehadsent

herlastmoneytoorderherbusinessequipment

andshedidn'tevenhaveaslittleasP2000fora

housetorenttogetherdaughteroutofthis

situation.Theonlypersonshetrustedwithher

daughterwoulddefinitelynothelpher...Shedidn't

blameRaineither...Theirfriendshiphadlostits

meaning...Hopewasoutofthecountrybutshewas

definitelygoingtojailandnowherdaughterwould

staywiththesepeopleandtheywouldabuseherfor

sure...Notaftershekilledtheirdaughter...That



killingalsostillfeltunreal...

Shesteppedoutoftheshowerandsatonthetoilet

cryingthenshewipedherselfandwalkedinher

daughtersroomandfakedasmilewithreddish

eyes.

Rere:Borrowmethephonebaby..

ShegotthephoneanddialledRainassheheardthe

policesiren,shemovedthecurtainsandlooked

outsideasthecarstopped...

Rere:PleaseRain...Pleasepickup...

AtRain'sHouse...

MeanwhileRainfriedherbreakfastwearingagown



asshehummed,shepicksthetraysetherfoof

nicelyasifshewasservinganvipthenshepicked

hertrayandwalkedout...Thebenefitsofpickinga

goodbabydaddy...Nowshewasenjoyingherme-

timeknowingherchildrenwerealsobondingwith

daddy.

Atleastonepartofherlifewasgoingwell,she

wasn'tgoingtocomplainaboutherlovelife...

Perhapsshewasn'tmeanttobemarried,which

wasn'tthatbad...Menwillembarrassyouand

mincemeatyourheartifyoubaseyourhappiness

onthemanyways.Itdidn'tevenmatterhow

powerfulyourloveis...Onedaytheywilldothe

unthinkableandthepeaceshefeltrighthere

knowingshedoesn'tworryaboutanyone'sson

fuckinganybody...Uhjustgreat..

Shesatdownwithhertrayandsighedpickinga

movieonnetflixasherphonerang.Sheleanedover

andlookedatRere'sphonecall,sherolledhereyes



andignoreditasshewatchedthemovie.Iqtrang

againthenshepausedandpicked..

Rain:Hello?

Rere:(crying)I'mgettingarrested...Thepoliceare

outside,pleasecomegetmydaughter...I'mbegging

youplease...PleaseRain...Ipromiseifyoulook

aftermydaughteruntilI'mgivenbailI'llnever

troubleyou.Ikilledmycousinbutmydaughter

can'tstaywithmyuncle'sfamily...Pleasecome

now...

Rain:I'mcoming.

Shehungupandhurriedoutwithhergiantthenshe

droveoff...

AtRere'sHouse.

MeanwhileRerestoodbythedoorasthepolice



knocked..

Police:Openthedoor!

Rere:I'mwaitingforsomeonetotakemydaughter...

ThenIwillbeallyours.

Shemovedthecurtainsandlookedoutsideasthe

paramedicsputasheetoverhercousinsbodythen

theystrappedthebodytoastretcher..

Police:Orefe?Doyouwantustokickthisdoor?

Rere:Please...I'msorry...Justgivemetime.

Raindrovethroughquadgateasabodywasslidin

theambulance,oneofRere'scousinswassoaked

inbloodandbarelyalivewhiletheoldman

appearedtohaveabrokenarm...Shecouldn't

understandwhatwasgoingonbutshejoinedthe

policeatthedoor,beforeshecouldknockRere



openedthedoorandhandedherPillarthensheput

herhandsbehindherbackandturnedaroundtobe

cuffed.Rainfrozelookingatherinshock...Imean

notsolongagoshethoughtshebeatthisgirlup..

Reretearfullylookedather..

Rere:Thankyouforcoming...

ThepoliceescortedhertothecarwhileRainstood

therewithherlipspartlyopen...

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtOrefe'sHouse...

RainwatchedasthecardroveoffwithRerethen

shewalkedbackinthehouseandpackedafew

clothesforPillar,sheclosedthewindowsand

lockedthedoorasmorepeoplestoodbytalking

andtellingmorepeoplewhathappened..

Stillinshock,sheputPillarinthebackandsetthe

cartochildlockbeforedrivingoffasshedialled

Hope.

Hope:Hello

Rain:Hi...

ShetiltedthephoneshowingPillarwhosmiled

surprisedtoseeherdadandwaved,Tsaronastood



behindHopeandPillarjumpedexcitedlyastheyall

laughed..

Tsarona:DaddyiwantPillar!

Pillar:Comehere!

Hope:Wewillseehernextmonth..Phowareyou?

Pillar:Fine...Mamabeatuncle!

Hope:What'sshetalkingabout?

Rain:That'swhyicalled...(toher)Sitdownmy

love...Haveasweet..

Shehandedherasweetandplacedthephoneon

theholder...

Rain:Ihaven'thadtimewithRerebutfromwhati

hear,Rere'scousintriedtorapePillarwhileshewas

sleeping...Rerewalkedinwhilehewastakingoff

thebaby'spanties,shesnappedandattackedhim..

Shewasbitinghimontheneckandhisfamilytried



topullheroffbutshedidn'tstopsotheothersister

beatPillarsoRerebrokeherneckandranafterher

uncletoo.Nnatotaididn'tseeanything...Ionly

receivedapaniccallfromherandwheniarrivedthe

policeweretryingtogethertoopenthedoor.She

wouldn'topen,iguessshewaswaitingformeto

getPillarbeforehandingherselftothepolice...I

sawthecousinbeingputintheambulance..The

rapistoneandhewassoakedinblood...Theuncle

tooandithinkshebrokehisarmorsomething...

Hope:SothepolicetookRere?

Rain:Yes...

Hope:Ok,letmetalktosomeone.

Hecutthecallandshesighed...Didsheevendo

righttotellhim?Butthenheneededtoknowhis

daughter'scondition...

Atthepolicestation....



Rere'sheartpoundedasallkindsofthoughts

crossedhermind,thewayshetwistedhercousin's

headshewasdefinitelydead...Shewasgoingtobe

sentencedtodeath...Itwasn'tallworthit,she

shouldhavekeptquietandmarriedHope,watch

Hopecheatanddoashewantsbutthemaingoal

wouldbeforherdaughtertohaveasafehome...

Nowshefinallyunderstoodwhysomewomen

makecertaindecisions...Staywherethey'renot

wanted...Nowshe'dbeinprisonandherdaughter's

safetywasinjeopardy.Sheputhethandsoverher

faceandbrokedowncrying...Knowingthatwoman

wasaliveandwell...Thetoneofherreplywhenshe

sentheramessageabouthermother'sdeathbroke

herevenmore...Howcouldshehavenotseenthis

coming...Whyfinishallhermoneyonher

grandmother'syard...NowHopewouldhaveagood

reasontohateherandshewouldn'tblamehim...

Shewasindeedabadmother!

Thedooropenedandsherubbedoffhertearsasan

officersatdown...



Him:Hello..

Rere:IamHIVnegativebutduringthefightiwas

bitingmycousin'sneck,ifelthisblooddownmy

throat..Ithinkmaybeiswallowedsomeofit..Ineed

Post-exposureprophylaxis..

Him:Ok,butcanwetalkreallyquickbeforewetake

youtothehospital?

Rere:Ok...

Him:Ineedyoutotellmewhathappened...I'llbe

takingyourstatementwhichisyoursideofthe

story..

Rere:Ismycousinok?Thewoman?

Him:Wehavereceivedinformationthatshewas

pronounceddeadatthehospital.Didyoukillher?

Whathappened?

Shetookadeepbreathandsighedgettingreadyto

speakbuttherewasaknockonthedoor,theofficer

turnedbackasoneofhiscolleaguescalledhim



outside.

Him:Excuseme...

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Reresighedand

leanedback...Shelookedaroundtheinterrogation

roomandthissuddenlyfeltlikeshewasinsome

kindofcrimedocumentary...Herheartpoundedas

shetriedtocalmdownandremembereverydetail...

Thedooropened,awomanwalkedinwiththe

officerandsatbesidesher...

Her:Hi,mynameisReneilwe,iamyourlawyer.

Haveyougivenastatement?

Rere:Notyet...Ican'taffordalawyer

Her:Hopeistakingcareofmyfees.(totheofficer)I

needtimewithmyclientbeforeshecananswer

yourquestions..



ReresighedinreliefbutstillifHopemanagedtoput

hisangerasideandsendalawyerthismustbevery

serious,hercousinwasdeadandshewasgoingto

besentencedtodeathforsure.Hope'sfatherwas

foundguiltyofmurderdespitehavingoneofthe

country'sbestlawyers...

Atthehospital....

LateronthepoliceofficerwalkedinasPetersaton

thebed,hisheartpoundedandhishandsshookas

helookedatthepoliceofficerwhopulledthechair

andsatdown...

Him:Ineedtoknowwhathappened...Wehave

talkedtoeveryone,weneedtohearfromyou.

Peter:IwalkedinRere'sbedroomtolookfora

remotethenirealisedthatherdaughterhadpeed

onherselfwhilesleepingsoi...Itriedtotakeoffher



panties.

Him:Laiteakawaitsegorekeeng..Sometimes

tellingthetruthwillsetyoufree.Iamatrained

officerandihaveseenallkindsoflies..Wereyou

tryingtorapethisgirl?

Peter:No

Him:Thenwhywouldyouundressachildthatis

turning3yearsold?Agirlchild...

Peter:Iwasjusttryingtobeagooduncle

Him:You'reoutonbail,youwerechargedwith

rapinga4yearoldanda6yearold.Oneofyourbail

conditionsisthatyoushouldn'tbearoundanyone

under18.Whywereyouinthathousealonewitha3

yearold?

Peter:Hermotherbroughthertomyfather'syard,

whatwasaisupposedtodo?Thatyardisnot

Orefe's,itbelongstomyfatherandheinheritedit

fromhismother.

Him:Sowhathappenedwhenyoudecidedtotake

offthetoddler'spanties?



Peter:Rerewalkedinwhileiwastakingoffthe

panties,shegotangryandhitmethenshebitme

onthenecklikeavampire..Myparentstriedtoget

heroffbutshewasjustgoingcrazy,mysisterjust

tappedherdaughteronthecheektothreatenher

thatifshedon'tletgoshewillbeatherdaughterbut

Rerethrewabottleatmysisterandjumpedonher

breakingherneck..

Shekilledmysisterbeforeeveryone,that'swhen

ouryoungestsisterranout,myfathertoo,Rereran

afterthemwhilewetriedtowakemysisterbutshe

wasdead.

Officer:SoyoursisterjustpatherwhenRerewas

bitingyouandyouwerescreamingforhelp?Justa

pat?

Peter:Yes...Shedidn'thither

Officer:Ok...Accordingtoyourbailconditions

you'renotsupposedtocomenearchildrenbutyou

brokeoneoftheconditionssoI'mgoingtoarrest

youforcomingnearachild.You'llbeescortedto

jailassoonasthedoctorisdonewithyou...



Theofficertookoutthecuffsandcuffedhimtothe

bed...

AtDallasOffice...

LateronEllawalkedintheofficeandsatdown,she

pickedthetelephoneanddialledTumobutthere

wasstillnoanswer.

Shewalkedoutandborrowedthereceptionist

phone..

Ella:Canisendsomeoneamessagethrough

WhatsAppusingthispictureasyourDP?Iwantto

seeifhewillreplymebecausehehasn'tbeen

replyingforadays.

Her:Ok..



ShechangedtheDPandsentamessage...

"Ella":Hi,rememberme?

TumocalledimmediatelythenEllapicked...

Ella:(alteredhervoice)Hello?

Tumo:(softly)Hi..Howareyou?Waslookingat

yourDP,wareomang?

Ella:IamElla,thewomanwhosemoneyyoutook...

Howcomeyou'renotpickingmycalls?

Tumo:(spokenormally)Iwasbusy,koorewenajust

becauseyougavememoneyIshouldn'tmissyour

callsorfallasleepatnight?

Ella:Yousaidyou'llbringbackthemoney,iheard

yousoldyourcar,bringCj'smoney.Hopecalledme

afewminutesago,heiscomingbacksoonerthan

heplanned,hesayshewantstoseetheplotorI

shouldgivehimthemoneysohecanbuytheplot



himself.

Tumo:I'minameeting,canicallyouback.

Ella:Tumoweepleasedon'tdothis,I'mgoingtotell

Hopethetruthgoreyoustolehisson'smoney.

Tumo:Ididn'tsteal,yougavemethatmoney...Ibile

gapekanathereisnoagreementorcontract,you

werejusthelpingme.Stopharassingme...Ididn't

harassyouafterbuyingyouaphoneandpayingfor

your6monthsbusinessmanagementcertificate.

Hecutthecallasherheartpounded...Shereceived

amessagefromHope.

Hope:I'mleavingtomorrowmorning,pleasemake

surethatyoutransferbackthewholeamountinmy

accountbeforeiarrive.I'vewaitedforyoutwotodo

thisbutyou'renotserious.Rainboughttheplots

ibilesheisplantingtreeslonalatshameka.Tsoga

gotweididn'tdoanythingformyotherchildren.I

don'twanttoaskyouagain.KeboneBank



notificationhela.

Sherubbedherforeheadwalkingbacktotheoffice...

AtRain'sHouse...

LateronRainfinishedbathingPillarandchanged

herclothesthenshecarriedhertothelivingroom

whereshegaveherfoodandchangedthechannel

tocartoons...Therewasaknockonthedoorthen

shewalkedovertothedoorandopened...

Rere'sauntstoodatthedoorwithherhusband

havingacastonhiswholearm...

Aunt:Hellomydear,oneofourneighboursdirected

ushere...iamheretogetthekeystoRere'shouse,

that'swherewecookanddoeverything.Goapewa

kontungyagaReresoweneedthekeys..



Uncle:WealsowantPillar,wewillsolveour

problemsbutshecan'tbestayingwithstrangers...I

amnotsurewhathappenedbutfromthe

statementsihearPeterprovokedRereandtherest

ofuswerejustclueless.Hehasbeentakenbythe

policeandwewillsolveourproblems.

Rain:Whataboutyourdeaddaughter?Iheardshe

isdead,shouldn'tyoubeplanningafuneral?Pillar

willjustdisturbyou.

Uncle:Naareoitepatepanyalenna?Whatdoesthe

funeralhavetodowithyougettinginvolvedin

familymatters?Bringthekeysandthechild

please...

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...

Rain:Ican'tgiveyouRere'shousekeysordaughter

withoutherpermission,sheknewyouwerethere

butshestillcalledmeandleftherdaughterunder

mycare.

Uncle:Doyouknowthatyoudon'thavetherightto

havethischild?

Rain:Actuallyido,themotherleftherchildunder

mywatch,beforetheeyesofthelawit'smy

responsibilitytomakesurethatsheissafe.The

onlyotherpersonwhohastherighttogetthechild

frommeisherfatherbecauselegallythereareonly

twopeoplewhohavesharedcustodyofthechild,

itsthemotherandthefather.Iknowthatinourso

calledtraditionyouthinkasparentsyouhaverights



butyoudon't...Hopehasmorerightsthanyou'll

everhave.

Aunt:Youmightberightaboutherdaughterbut

ngwanakawearehungryandthisoldmanis

hungryandsick.Givemethekeys.

Rain:Rerewillcomegetthem.I'msorry.Idon't

meantobedisrespectfuloranything.

Theauntlookedatherwithalongandofcourse

partofherwantedtohandthemover...Maybethe

oldherwouldhavehandedboththekeysandthe

babybutnothernow.Sheboldlywatchedastheold

ladyturnedaroundandwalkedawaywithher

husband...

ShewalkedbackinthehouseanddialledHope...

Hope:Hello?

Rain:I'mnotsurewhenRerewillbebackbutyou

bettercomegetyourdaughter.Rere'suncleand



auntwereherelookingforPillar

Hope:Thesepeoplearehonestlyprovokingme...All

theywantistogoaroundtellingpeopleI'veno

manners..ButIdon'tblamethem,Reregavethem

thatpower.

Rain:YeahbutRerewasraisedbyanoldwoman

youcan'tblameherforbelievinginculturesandall

thesefunnythings.Itdoesn'tmatterhoweducated

orbeautifulyou're...Ifyouwereraisedtobelievein

thesethingsyouendupbehavinglikeoldpeople.

Lookatyou...MrMoilwaraisedyouwellbutwhen

youmovedtotheRoyalhouseasateenageryou

endeduppickingcertainbehavioursfromyour

grandfatherandyoustartedactinghimtosome

extent..

Hope:(smiled)Ionlycopiedonebehaviourof

cheatingandbelievingthatyou'llneverdumpme...

Mmekebakilebecauseyoudidn'tbehavelikemy

grandma...Youleftmeandbrokemylittleheart...

Rain:(laughed)Eekegobaakantse,fromnowon

you'llrespectRereasyourwifebecauseyouknow



awomancanleaveifnottreatedwell.

Hestoppedsmilingandkeptquiet,shetookadeep

breathandsighed...

Rain:Letmegetafewthingsdonehere..

Hope:Bye

Rain:Bye

Shehungupandsighedwalkinginthebathroom,

shedownloadedadatingappandsatonthebed

settingupheraccountandmaking

payment...clearlytherewasnoluckonfacebook,

perhapsthisinternationaldatingappwouldgiveher

somethinginteresting...Somethingforfunand

maybetravelling..Hopefullyshewouldn'tlandona

swindler...

AtElla'sHouse...



LaterthateveningEllaputhersontosleepand

coveredhimwithablanketthenshewalkedoutand

stoodbythebackdoorlookingatherfather'shouse,

Dallaswassittingonthestoopwatchingvideoson

hisphonesmiling.

Shewalkedoverandpulledachairgettingreadyto

introduceherself..

Dallas:Howareyou?

Ella:I'mfine..

Dallas:Iamproudofyouforrunningthecompany

Ella:Thankyou...Jadegotawaywithattempted

murder,theydidn'tchargehim...Babuitriedto

implicatehimbuthislawyersaysthereisnoproof

andithinkheisgoingtogetawaywithit

Dallas:Godisabetterjudge...Heisthebiggest...

Havefaith..HowisCJ?



Ella:Heissleeping...(smiledemotionally)imissed

chattingwithyou.Howareyoufeeling?Howfar

backcanyouremember?

Dallas:Iremembereverything...Iknowyourmom

leftmeanditsthemostpainfulthingtocomeback

to..IknowaboutChancetoo..

Ella:Ihavebeenmeaningtoask,wheniwasatthe

home...Ionceheardoneofcaretakerstalking...

Theysaidthatwheniwasdumped,therewasagirl

whomtheoldladyhadgivenaccommodationto..

Shedisappearedrightafteriwasfoundbythe

policewhocaniconfirmthisstoryfrom?Isit

somethingthatcanbeavailableinmyfileatthe

homeiftheykeepfiles?

Dallas:Ireallydon'tknowmuch,butithinkgoing

backthereandfindingthesocialworkerwhodealt

withouradoption.Itshouldbeinyouradoption

papers.

Ella:OK...Letmegocheck...

Shestoodupandwalkedinthehouse...



Attheholdingcell...

LaterthatnightReresatatthecorneroftheroom,

thesoundofthemosquitosandcricketswere

unbearableandshekeptslappingherselftryingto

killmosquitosbitingher..

Sheslowlystoodupandreachedinsideherpants

takingouthersecondphone,shestoodatthebars

andlookedatthepassagetomakesurenoonewas

comingthenshesatdownanddialledhermother's

numberassharedbyoneofherFacebookfriends.

Her:Hello?

Rere:(loweredhervoice)It'sOrefe...

Therewassilence..



Rere:Uncleistryingtotakemyhouse,canyou

pleasecomehelpme?

Shekeptquiet..

Rere:Youwerepregnantwhenyouleft,doihavea

sisterorabrother?Whydidyouleavewithouta

word?Pleasemakemeunderstandwhyyou're

livinglikeidon'texist.WhatdidIdo?Iwasn'ta

difficultchild..Mama?

*

*

*

*

*
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Attheholdingcell...

Sheslowlystoodupandreachedinsideherpants

takingouthersecondphone,shestoodatthebars

andlookedatthepassagetomakesurenoonewas

comingthenshesatdownanddialledhermother's

numberassharedbyoneofherFacebookfriends.

Her:Hello?

Rere:(loweredhervoice)It'sOrefe...

Therewassilence..

Rere:Uncleistryingtotakemyhouse,canyou

pleasecomehelpme?

Shekeptquiet..



Rere:Youwerepregnantwhenyouleft,doihavea

sisterorabrother?Whydidyouleavewithouta

word?Pleasemakemeunderstandwhyyou're

livinglikeidon'texist.WhatdidIdo?Iwasn'ta

difficultchild..Mama?

Her:Somethingsarebetterleftunknown,ithoughti

willbearlivinginthathomebuticouldn't.Please

don'tcontactmeortalktome

Rere:Whataboutthebabyyouwerecarrying?I'm

onlyseeingtwoboysinyouraccount

Her:Shewastakenbythepoliceandwaslateron

raisedinahome.Ithinkshewasadoptedbyarich

family.

Rere:Canyoulinkmewithher?

Her:Idon'tknowher,istoppedfollowingupwhen

shewasadopted.Iwillsendyouthenameofthe

manandthewomanthatadoptedbutpleasedon't

comelookingforme.Iamhappierhere

Rere:Uncleistakingmyhouse,iampractically



homeless

Her:Youmadeadecisiontobuildinayardthat

doesn'tbelongtoyou..Howcanihelpyou?Please

haveyourhousevaluedandsueyouruncle.Idon't

wantanythingtodowithmypastlife..Iamhappier.

Rere:Doyoumindtellingmewhyyouwalkedaway?

IamolderandI'mveryunderstanding.Iwon'tjudge

you...

Her:Younotknowingisforyourowngood.Please

stopdigging..You'reoldenoughtounderstand

whensomeonesaysifyoukeepputtingyourhands

nearthefireyou'llgetburned.Don'truinyourlife...

Ifyoufindoutwhyileftyou'llhateeveryonearound

youincludingyourself.Fightforyourhouseandgo

buildelsewhere...Iwouldn'tadviseyoutoraiseyour

daughteraroundthosepeople...They'rehorrible,the

worstthingisthatwomeninthatfamilydon'tknow

howtoprotectagirlchild.Don'tbelikethem...

Rere:Whydoyousaythat?Youmeanthetradition

part?

Her:Justmakesureyouleavethathomeabd



everyone,haveanewfamilyleenemmewasnota

goodmother..Shewasn'tgood...Notthatshe

meantanyharmbutshebehavedlikepeopleway

back,that'swhyshewashappythatyou'rebuilding

inheryardandneverthoughtbeyondthat...She

didn'tthinkforyou...Sheneverthoughtaboutme

andmyfeelings,mademekeepquietwithalotof

thingsthatdrovemetosuicidebutI'mgladifinally

decidedtodropeverythingthatbroughtmepain

andfoundhappiness.Iamwhereiwon'tbejudged

andI'mhappylivingalifenotlinkedtomypast.

Rere:Ok,pleasesendmethenameofthepeople

whoadoptedmysister,ineedfamily,iamlonely

anddepressed.

Her:Ok,bye

Shehungupandsighedleaningback...

AtRain'sHouse...



ThenextmorningRaintalkedtothephoneasshe

putonhershoes...

Nanny:I'monmyway,keatsenakagateinfact

Rain:Ok,wantedtoconfirm.

Nanny:Ok,nekebonyemessage.

Rain:Bye

Shehungupandpickedherhandbag,shechecked

onPillarwhowassleepingonTsarona'sbedthen

shewalkedinthekitchenandgrabbedafruit,the

nannywalkedin..

Nanny:Goodmorning...

Rain:Morning..

Nanny:Whereisshe?

Rain:Stillsleeping..

Nanny:Imissedher,it'sbeenawhilesinceI've



seenher.Amporeantebala..

TheylaughedasRainwalkedoutandclosedthe

door,Hope'scallcamethroughasshegotinthecar

anddroveout.

Rain:Hello?

Shesmiledlookingatthemsittingintheplane,

Tsaronasmiledandwaved..

Hope:(smiled)Hi...Weareontheway..

Rain:Haveasafeflight,I'mgoingtowork.Pillaris

withthenanny...

Hope:OK,willtalktoyou.

Tsarona:Byemama!

Rain:Byebaby

Tsotlhe:Byebye



Shesmiled,Hopewinkedatherblushingandshe

laughedrollinghereyes,helaughedbackasshe

laughed.

Rain:(blushing)Gosiamerra

Hope:(smiled)Goshapo...Ifiwasn'tafraidtocross

thelineI'dsayyoulookbeautiful..

Rain:(smiled)It'sagoodthingyou'reafraidtocross

theline,continuebeingagoodboywenamogatse

Rere.

Hope:I'mnotmarryingher

Rain:Bye

Hope:Bye

Shehungupandshookherheadsmiling...

AtDallasOffice...



LaterthatmorningEllawalkedintheofficeasthe

assistantwalkedin..

Him:Theinsurancecompanycancelledus..Butthis

isdangerousbecauseifanythinghappensand

someonestealsourcarthenwelost

Ella:Wecan'taffordinsurancerightnow...Go

bad'nyana..

Therewasaknockonthedoor,Rerewalkedinwith

theclothesshewaswearingthedaybefore..

Ellapausedtalkingandlookedather.Theassistant

walkedoutandclosedthedoorasRerewalkedin

lookingatherweirdly...

Ellalookedbackatherandputonaseriousfrown,

thesedesperatebabymamasbetternotstart...



Ella:Whatisitmomaphakelengakana?

*

*

*

*

*
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AtElla'sHouse...

Reretookadeepbreathandreachedforthechair...

Rere:Canihaveaseat?



Ella:Idon'tneedalectureaboutbuyingaplotfor

myson...Iamtryingmybesttodowhat'sright...

Tearsfilledhereyesasshetriedtoblockthem...

Ella:Iamtryingtodoeverythingrightbutpeople

aroundmekeepbetrayingme.Thelastthingineed

isjudgmentfromanyofyoujustbecausethingsare

goingwellforyou.It'seasierforyoutwotojudge

megotheleeneHope...Thedifferencebetweenme

andallofyouisthatIamtheadultinmylife...Itake

careofmyfather,mysonandeverymessthatwas

leftformetodealwith.Ihaveaproblemoftrusting

people...

TearsburnedhereyesasshelookedatRere,her

sightgotblurrythenshelookedawayandrubbed

hertears.

Ella:Itrustpeoplewhoalwayshurtme...Itrusted



Hopewithmylifeandwhenithoughthewascuring

mehegavemealifetimeresponsibility...Itrusted

myadoptivemotherbutwhenshedivorcedmy

fathershedivorcedmetoo..ItrustedTumoandhe

betrayedmeandiknowwhat'snextafteryourvisit

soyesgotellHopethatiamirresponsible...Tumo

borrowed50kfromthebaby'smoneyandiwas

stupidenoughtobelievehewouldn'tlienowheis

givingmeacoldshoulder...

Reresadlylookedatherassherespondedtothe

questionsshehasn'taskedandneverevenhada

clueabout,thenshenoticedabottleofjuiceand

twomuffinsonthetable..

Rere:Canihavethisdrinkandthemuffins?

Ellapausedandlookedatherconfused,still

confusedshehandedthemthenRerebeguneating

asifshehadn'thadbreakfast...



Rere:Continuetalking...I'mlistening..

Ellatookadeepbreathembarrassedandsighed

foldingherarms...

Ella:Youdon'tlooklikeyoubathed...Whatareyou

doinghere?

Rere:Iwasjustpassingbyandithoughtishould

sayhi..Iactuallyspentanightinjailbutthat's

besidesthepoint

Ella:Whatdidyoudo?

Rere:Iwaschargedwithassaultandmurder...butI

wasgrantedbail..

Ella:Justlikethat?

Rere:Itwasselfdefense...Iwasfightingwithone

person,thewholefamilyattackedmeandigotmy

handsontowhoevericould,unfortunatelythings

gotoutofhand.



Ella:Areyouserious?

Rere:Yes...Mycousinwastryingtorapemy

daughter..Iwalkedinbeforehecoulddoit,hewas

actuallyoutonbailwithchargesofrapeagainst

toddlers...Mylawyerisgoingherbest.Oneofthe

conditionsofmybailisthatishouldn'tbeincontact

orsomeanywherenearthe"victims"meaningi

can'tgohomebecausethat'swherethey're..

Ella:Jesus,I'mverysorry...ButI'mstilltryingto

figureoutwhatyou'redoinghere...IthoughtHope

sentyou

Rere:Hedidn't...Icouldn'tthinkofanyonetoaskfor

accommodationfrombesidesyou...

Ella:CowifeRain?

Rere:Ourrelationshipissomehow...

Ella:Youandidon'thevearelationship

Rere:Iunderstandthat,ifihelpyougetbackthat

50KbeforeHopearrivesinBWwillyougiveme

accommodation?Ijustneedaweek

Ella:Wouldyoureallydoit?



Rere:(smiled)Iamasoldieryouknow...

Ella:Keseriousthemmawena,canyoureallyhelp

megetbackthe50K?Tumohasmoney,hesoldhis

GD6butherefusedtopayme,mmeibilekanahe

saidhe'dreturnitele60K

Rere:Icangetitforyoubutyou'llhaveto

accommodatemeforaweek.

Ella:Pleasegetmyson'smoneyback...Pleasekea

gokopa

Rere:Whereishisoffice?

Ella:Icangiveyoudirections

Shegrabbedapenandwrotedownhisoffice

address...

Rere:You'llhavetodrivemetomyhousefirst

whereI'mgoingtogetmyclothesthenwecome

back.



Ella:Let'sgo...

Rerestoodupandfollowedheroutside...

AtRere'sgrandmother's....

LateronElladrovethroughthegateasReretalked

tothephone...

Rere:I'llcomeseePillar...Oh,OK.Thenit'sfineI'll

hearfromyouorHope.It'sok,I'lluseasparekey.

Ok,bye

ShehungupasEllaparkedthecarunderneaththe

tree...

Ella:YourrelationshipwithRainissoweird..

Rere:Ilikeherbutshedoesn'tknowhowmuchilike



her...Therearethingsyoucan'tsaytonormal

peoplelikeher.Sometimessheannoysme,

sometimesI'mjealousofherandsometimesijust

loveherthoughican'tjustshowit..

Ella:(laughed)what?

Rere:(laughed)Staythere...

Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoor,theuncle

jumpedasherauntpausedstaringather..

Uncle:Howisitpossibleforhertobehere?

Man:Ithinkit'sthesamewayyoursonmanagedto

staypartofthesocietyafterrapinga4year

old..thatlittlegirlhadtogetsurgeryandyetyou're

surprisedsomeonecanbereleased..

Uncle:Ifyouhaveanythingagainstmedon'tletit

bluryourjudgement..

MeanwhileRerewalkedbehindherhouseandcame



backwiththekeysthenshewalkedin.

Ellawaitedinthecarandsighedtyping..

Ella:Pleasebringbackmyson'smoney.

Shetypedagain..

Ella:Please,Hopeiscomingtoday.

Thesecondmessagedidn'tdeliverandhe

wondered,hetriedcallingandhernumbercouldn't

gothrough.MinuteslaterRerewalkedbackwitha

dufflebag,sheputitinrhebackseatthenshe

droveoff....

AtTumo'soffice...



LateronEllaparkedthecarReresteppedoutand

closedthedoor.

Rere:Staythere..

Shewalkedinthebuildingtyingherhairandsmiled

atthereceptionist..

Rere:Hi,canIseeStux...ImeanTumo.

Receptionist:Goin

Rere:Thankyou...

Shesmiledandwalkedtowardshisofficewhere

sheknockedandsteppedinwhilehewastalkingto

thephone.

Sheclosedthedoorandremovedthekeysthenshe

walkedoverasTumoslowlyhungup.



Tumo:Whatareyoudoing?

Rere:(smiled)Iamheretogetmylitt-myfriend's

money...ButthequestionisAmigoingtoleavethis

officewith60Ktheeasywayorthehard?

*

*

*

*

*
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AtTumo'soffice...

Tumo:Howisthisanyofyourbusiness?



Rere:Iamnotheretoplaywithyouorexplain

myselftoyou.Iwantthat60Kandiwantitnow.

Tumo:ThisisbetweenmeandElla,thisiswhyyou

don'thaveaman...Waphapha.

Rerereachedinherpocketandtookoutapepper

spray...

Rere:Takeoutyourphoneandsendherthemoney.

Hopewillbearrivingthisafternoon,hewantshis

sonsmoneybackandEllawantstogiveitback.

Tumo:Idon'thavemoney...

Rereaimedtheprayonhisfaceandpressed

sprayingthepepperonhisface.

Thesuddenburningsensationinhiseyesandthe

lackofoxygentippedhimbackashefelldown

rubbinghiseyes,hetriedtotakeitlikeamanbut



thestinginganfburningsensationintheeyes,nose

andthroatmadehimcoughashestruggledto

breath,hescreamedrunningoutofbreath...

Tumo:Whatdidyoudotome?

Rere:(tookhisphone)What'syourpin?Tellmesoi

cantransferthemoney..

Tumo:(wheezing)I'masthmatic..Awwwww....Ishh

Shecalmlywatchedhimcrawlingonthefloor

wheezing,stillonhiskneeshepulledthedrawers

withhiseyesclosed.Hegrabbedthespraythenshe

grabbeditfromhim..

Rere:Yourpassword..You'lldiehereifyoudon't

pay.Otaaswelamadieseagago?

Tumo:PasswordkeNancybackwardsincaps...

Sheunlockedthephoneasheleanedagainstthe



wallsittingonthefloorwithhishandonhisthroat

ashewheezedhelplessly.

Rere:I'monyourFNBappnow,passwordplease..

Tumo:Nancygapebutwithtriplenine.

Sheenteredthepassword,hehad132Ktohis

accountandsheshookherhead,shetookouther

phoneandconfirmedElla'saccountthenshe

transferred65KtoElla'saccountthensheputthe

sprayinhishand,hequicklyputitinhismouthand

huffeddesperately.

Rere:Imustadmit...Yourasthmamadethings

easierthanithought.Ilockedthedoorbecausei

expectedsomekindofaction..Anyways,I've

transferred65Kbecausetheinterestis30%,oe

bonyekaeloanya50Keesenanginterest?

Tumo:(coughing)Wedidn'tagreeonaninterest...I

promisedher60K



Rere:It'sagoodthingyoudidn'thaveanagreement

thenbecauseitmeansshecanchangehermind

justlikeyouhadchangedyourmindaboutpaying

her.

Tumo:Iwasgoingtopayher...

Tumocrawledtowardsthebathroomwithhiseyes

stillburning,hesupportedhimselfandwashedhis

facerepeatedlyashestruggledtobreath...He

couldstilltastethebitterburningpeppersprayon

histhroatwitheverybreathhetook.

Rere:(putthephonedown)Um...SoI'llgetgoing...

Yourphoneisonthetable.

Sherubbedherfingerprintsfromhisphonebefore

puttingitbackagainthenshetookadeepbreath

lookingaround,noccTVcameras,great!

Rere:Ohandifyouthinkaboutreportingthisjust



knowthaticametoenquireaboutElla'smoney,you

paidherandtriedtorapemethat'swhenipulleda

pepperspraytodefendmyself.Idon'tknowyour

pins..Imeanhowonearthwouldiknowyourpins.

Haveagoodday..

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedoutside...

MeanwhileinthecarEllawaitedanxiouslythenshe

receivedamessage,hereyebrowsliftedasshe

smiled,Rereopenedthedoorandgotinasshe

gaspedandhuggedher..

Ella:(smiled)Hesentit!Whatdidyousaytohim?

Rere:Ijusttalkedtohim

Ella:Themmathankyou..

Sheleanedoverandhuggedherthensheleaned

backandsighedthoughtfully,tearsfilledhereyes



andsheputherhandsoverherface..

Ella:(rubbedhereyes)Thankyou...

Rere:Sure..

Ellastartedthecaranddroveoff....

AtElla'sHouse...

LateronRereandEllawalkedincarryingherson

andhisbackpack...

Ella:Youwillusethisroom...

Rere:Thanks...

ReresatonthequarterbedasEllastoodbystill

carryingherson...



Ella:Thanksalot

Rere:You'rewelcome..

Ella:CheckforplotsonFacebookandtalktoHope

sohecanprocessthetransfer.

Ella:Haveyouboughtyourdaughteraplot?

Rerelookeddownwithalongfacebeforelooking

backather..

Rere:No,iusedittobuildahouseinmy

grandmother'syardbutshediedandherson

claimedtheplotwithmydaughtershouse.Ialso

lefttheforcesomylastmoneywasusedtofurnish

thehouseandordermybusinessequipment.I

madeaverybigmistakeandHopeisgoingtobe

veryangrywithme..Healreadyhatesmeforletting

myparentscontrolourparenting...Butit'sthewayi

grewup.It'shardtogoagainstyourparents

especiallywhenthey'retellingyouaboutthingsyou



alreadyknow...Iwanttochangethewayiparent

andbeabitmodernbutithinkit'stoolate...

Ella:Whydon'tyoureportyouruncle?Iunderstand

thattraditionallyheisentitledtopartsofher

propertybutlegallyidon'tseehimwinningthis...

Stoptrustingcultureorwhateveritisandusethe

law...

Reretookadeepbreathandsighed...

Rere:I'lltrythoughI'malreadybadbeforethelaw,i

amgoingtojailandI'mgoingtobesentencedto

death...

Ella:Kantewhereisyourmom?Isshelate?

Rere:Shewalkedawayfrommewheniwasyoung...

Whensheleftshewaspregnant...Idon'tknowwhy

sheleftbutshetoldmeitwasforherpeaceofmind.

Shealsotoldmetostopcontactingher...Shetold

meshedeliveredababygirlandalsochosetowalk

awayfromher.Iamlookingforthatlittlegirlsoi



cantrytobeafamily...Idon'tknowifitstoolateto

bondornotbutitsworthatryandifidieiwantmy

daughtertoknowshehasanauntfromher

mother'sfamily.

Ella:Yourmomisnotserious,shehastogiveyou

morethanthat..Howwillyoufindyoursisterifshe

doesn'ttellyouwheresheisandalsoidon'tcare

whatherreasonsareawomanneverwalksaway

fromherchild.SeehowCjwasconceived?Buti

don'thatehim.

Rere:Yeah...Wedon'tknowherreasonsbutfrom

hertoneiamafraidtopressthematter.Shemeans

whatshesays...Ijustwantafamily..

Ella:Iunderstandthatfeeling...I'vebeenlookingfor

mymomtoobutsometimesithinkit'sbestidon't

knowbecausemaybeI'maproductofrape,what

otherreasonwouldawomanhavetothrowawaya

baby?None...

Rere:Ihavemysuspicionsbutwhatidon'tknow

won'tkillme..

Ella:Ok...Letmegoundressthisboythenwecan



havefood.Youcanstayhereaslongasyouwant

providedyoudon'tmakemeuncomfortableka

Hope.

Rere:Hewassupposedtomarrymebutour

parentswereforcingitsoidon'tknowwhatwill

happennowthatwehaveafuneraltoprepareforat

home.

Ella:Whyareyouforced?Can'tyousayno?

Rere:Ican'tsaynobecauseihavenowhereelseto

goandineedtomakedecisionsthatwillbenefitmy

daughterbecauseiwastedhermoney.Ihaveto

sacrificemyhappinessforherevenifitmeans

marryingHopeknowinghelovessomeoneelse.I've

lostmyprideasawomanandI'mreadytobe

laughedatbyotherwomen...

Ellaquietlylookedatherandsighedbeforewalking

outwithoutaword...

Shetookoutherclothesandbathingsetthenshe



wrappedherselfwithatowelandwalkedinthe

bathroomdiallingRain.

Rain:Hello?

Rere:Hi...WhattimeisHopearriving?

Rain:4,whyareyouasking?

Rere:Iwanttogowelcomehimandtalktohim

abouteverything.

Rain:Heaskedmetopickhimup

Rere:Iwillaskhimtotalktomethere

Rain:Gasegorennakeskatsamaya?Retabere

kgobokanelaengsesekanakoAirportnkarego

gorogacelebrity.Iwon'tgo,youcangopickhimup.

Makesureyougetthereontimethough,I'msure

thekidsaretired..

Rere:Ok,I'llpassbyandgetPillar.

Rain:Bye



Shehungupandclosedthedoor...

Attheairport...

LaterthatafternoonRerewalkedinthebuildingas

theglassdoubledoorsautomaticallyopened,she

lookedatthetimeandsatdownwatchingthrough

theglass...

Afewminutespassedandtheplanelandedasshe

pointedsmilingatPillar...

Rere:Look!Daddy!Daddyiscoming

Pillar:Daddy!

Rere:That'saplane

Pillar:Iwanttogototheplane

Rere:You'llgonexttime..



Sheanxiouslywaitedasthepassengers

disembarkedtheplane..Knowinghedidn'texpect

hertobethereslowlymadehergrowanxious

especiallyaftertheirlastconversationandher

refusingwiththeirdaughter,Hopejustdidnotreact

welltosuchbutsheputasmileasTsaronawalked

outthenHopebehindhercarryingthebaby,she

smilednervouslyandhissmiledisappearedashe

putonaseriousfrown.Shecouldseefromhiseyes

thathewasprobablysearchingforRain,sheletgo

ofPillarandsherantowardsTsaronaastheyran

towardsoneanotherlaughingexcitedlyuntilthey

huggedandjumpedlaughingendlessly.

Hope:Whatdoyouwant?

BeforeshecouldspeakPillarhuggedhislegthen

hebentoverpickingherwithonearmandcarried

heralongsidethebaby..

Hope:ImissedyouPillar...Lookatthisbeautiful



thing!

Heblewherneckasshecrackedlaughing,heput

herdownandlookedatRere...

Hope:Areyouhereforsomeone?

Rere:Icametopickyouup..Sowecantalk

Hope:Aboutwhat?

Rere:Aboutus

Hope:Thereisnous,ithoughtyou'llsayour

daughter.Wantwaelawena...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedout...

Hope:(tohisdaughters)Let'sgoguys

ThegirlsrantothefrontwhileHopewalkedbehind

thempushingtheluggagebag,Rerefollowedhim



andcaughtupwithhimwhereshewalkedbesides

himquietlyfoldingherarms...

*

*

*

*
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InRere'scar...

RerewaitedinthedriverssideasHopeputhis

luggageinthebackandputthebabyinthebaby

seatwhileTsaronaandPillarplayedwithtoys..

Heopenedthepassengerdoorandgotinthenhe



closedthedoorasRerelookedathim,hewas

clearlyangrybuthedidn'thaveachoicebecause

Rainwasn'tcomingandheneededtransport.Fora

momentitwaspainfultobeinhispresence

knowingshewasn'twantedanditwassomehow

embarrassing...Shestillhadthatlittlepridethough

itwasdyingslowly...despitethecircumstances

babydaddywasclean,theweathermusthaveloved

himthereandthehaircutwasperfect...

Hope:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Sheturnedbacktothecarandstarteditthenshe

droveoutashesighedfrustratedandlooked

outsidethewindow.

Hope:Idon'tknowwhyyou'redoingthistome,but

youneedtostopbecauseyoudumpedmeandi

neverbotheredyou.

Rere:YoubotheredRainandfollowedhersodon't



actlikeyou'reperfect

Hope:Isthatwhyyouweretryingtoteachherto

sleeparoundlikeyou?Itdoesn'tmatterhowi

behavedtowardsRain,thebottomlineisthati

didn'tbotheryouafterthebreakupsoyoushould

leavemealone.Stoptryingtomakemethebad

guy...Itreatedyouwellandcametoyouontime...

Stillyouleftmeandiwasfinewiththat.Iamnot

marryingyou...Ifyouletmygranpayyourmagadi

I'llhateyouevenmore...Youcan'truinmylifelike

that.

Hetookouthisphoneandcheckedhismessages.

Rere:Ihavenowhereelsetogo,I'vebeengiven

bail...Andiappreciatethatiwasluckytogetitthat

fastgivenI'mfacingveryseriouschargesbut..One

ofmybailconditionsisthatIshouldn'tgonearall

thevictimsinthiscase..Andthey'reatmy

grandmother'shousewhereI'vebuiltmyhouse.

Hope:Whathouseareyoutalkingabout?



Rere'sheartpoundedasshedrove,shewasn'tsure

howtosayitbutsayingitwiththrchildrenaround

wasprobablythemostsafestwaypossible..

Rere:AfterreceivingPillarsmoneyithoughtit

wouldbeagoodideatocompletethehouse,Ialso

tookaloanandaddedonthattofinishit...Beforei

couldevenmoveinMmehadstroke...Itookherto

thehospitalwhereshewasrecovering...Itlooked

likeshewasrecovering-

Hope:Soyoubasicallythrewawaymydaughter's

money?Gettothepoint,Idon'tcareaboutyour

privatelife.

Rere:Pleaselisten...I'mtryingtotellyoueverything.

Iunderstandthatyou'reangry,youhaveevery

right...MyuncleandauntmovedbacktoMaunto

helptakecareofmme,ithoughtthiswasgood...

Andthehousewassortoffinishedbutitwasn't

donebecauseitsahugehouse...Soaftergetting

mypackageiusedsomeofmymoneytofurnishit



andputthelasttouches..Mmewasrecoveringtoo

butthentheothermorningiwalkinandmyuncleis

holdingapillowbyherbed..Igotafunnyfeeling

butthenithoughtnoiwatchtoomuchTV...Hetold

meaveryconvincingstoryanduptothatpointi

trustedhim...Irespectedtheelders.Iwasraisedto

respectaneldersotheburialwenton...Ithought

myuncleandhiswifewouldleavebuttheyweren't,

insteadtheybroughttheirchildrentoMaun.Worse

itturnsouttheothersonisonbailforrapinga4

yearoldanda6year...Ididn'tknow...Onlyfound

outwhenmylawyerwasalloverthecourtroom

tryingtogetmybail...Andthankyousomuchfor

gettingmealawyerdespiteeverything.Anywaysso

thenigotbailbutican'tgoback.I'mcurrently

sleepingatElla'shousebutI'mnotgoingbackthere

becauseyouandiaregettingmarried,shesaidit

doesn'tmakehercomfortable...SoI'mmovingin

withyou.

Hopestoppedtextingandlookedathertryingto

findoutifhegotthelastpartcorrect,hewasn't



listeningtohernonsenserightafterhearingabout

hisdaughter'smoneybutthatlastpartlandedinhis

ear.

Hope:Wareng?

Rere:Yeah...Pillarhasnowheretogo.

Hope:Mydaughteralwayshasaplacetostay...

Shehasafather.You'renotcomingtomyhouse.

Rere:AndEllaismysister...Rememberwhenisaid

mymotherwaspregnant?

Heturnedlookingather..

Rere:Yeah,hermotherismymother.Mymother

toldmebutshewantsnothingtodowithus..Ithink

weareproductsofrapeorsomethingreallybad.

Eitherfrommyuncle,mygrandfatherormaybea

marriedman...oneofthosepeople.

Hope:Wereyoumolested?



Rere:No,mygrandmotheralwayskeptmeclose

andneverpartedwithme.Ithinknowiunderstand

whyshewassoprotectiveofme...Sheprobablyfelt

responsibleforwhathappenedtoherdaughterbut

youknoweldersaretooshytotalkaboutsex.

Hope:(calmly)I'msorry...Iknowyou'vebeen

hopingthingswouldgetbetterifsheshowsupone

day..

Rere:Iwishihadtimetoworryaboutherbutatthe

sametimeiunderstandher.IfI'mabadreminder

thenitmakessenseforhertoescapethat.No

womandeservestohaveareminderoftheir

horriblechildhoodnexttothem...I'mjustafraidto

tellEllabecauseI'mafraidshewillrejectmeorshe

willdisappointedthatshewashappyandibrought

herdevastatingnewsthatcouldpotentiallyruinher

selfimage.

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingoutside

thewindowthoughtfullythenhelookedbackather..



Hope:Whydoyouwanttomarryme?Yourreal

reason...BecauseifitsaboutPillarlosing

everythingIcanstillgetmydaughtersomething...

I'llhavetogiveotherstoobutshewon'tstruggle.

SheisaMoilwaandroyalty...Theyhaveplentyof

thingstoinheritincludingwhatI'mgoingto

personallymakesureileavebehindforthembefore

igetold.Icomefromabloodlinethatbelievesin

leavingalottoinheritfortheirchildren.Youdon't

havetodothisforourdaughter...NotthatI'mnot

goingtomakeyoureturnthatmoneybecauseyou'll

definitelyreturnit.Ispecificallytoldyouitwasfora

plotnotforyoutoachieveyourdreamswithit...

Rere:Iwillreturnit..Ibelievemybusinesswilldo

well.

Hope:Youstillhaven'tansweredme,whydoyou

wanttomarryme?Garenagonnahappynnale

wenabecauseyou'renotenoughforme.Why

wouldyouwanttomarryme?

Rere:BecauseiloveyouHope...Whydoyouthink



kegodumetsethefirsttimeIsawyou?Ididn'thave

childrenwithmyex'swhydoyouthinkwithyouilet

myselffallpregnant?Isawafuturewithyouandits

unfortunatethatyoudon'tseehowmuchilove

you...Everymistakethatididwasaresponseto

youhurtingme..

Hope:SoIoweyoumarriagejustbecauseIhavea

childwithyou?Isthatevenlogical?

Rere:You'lllovemebackwhenyou'verealisedthat

nobodylovesyoulikeido.Raindidn'tevenstick

withyouwhenyouwereondrugs,sheleftyouand

toldyoutocomebackwhenyou'resoberbutidealt

withyouraddictionandboughtyouwhatyou

needed.Igaveyouthesexyouwanted,whatyou

wereafraidtobeinfrontofRainbecauseshe'd

thinkyoudegradeher...Ididthatforyou..Marriage

ismerelyaboutlove...It'saboutstability...Whatyou

needrightnowHopeisawomanwhowillhelpyou

andmakeyourlifecomfortable...Iamthatwoman

becauseRaindoesn'twantyouandsheisdating

otherpeople.Sheislookingforamanwhowill

meetherstandardstseelenggoreyoudon'tmeet



them...What'sstoppingherrightnowbecauseo

single?Shesimplydoesn'twantyou...Daysback

shecouldn'tgetPillarbecauseshehadadate...A

date!

Hopelookedawaydisappointedlyasshecarriedon

talking,histhroatblockedandheswallowed...

AtHope'sHouse..

Minuteslaterhepressedthegateremotethenshe

drovein,hesteppedouttryingnottoshowherhow

shutteredhewas,hethoughttheywereslowly

gettingbacktoeachotherwithRain...

HeunlockedthehouseasRerestoodbehindhim

carryingthebaby,PillarandTsaronarantowards

theirswingsexcitedlyandbegunswingingasthey

sang..



Both:(swingingbackandforth)Todayismy

favouriteday!

Hopeopenedthedooranddroppedthekeysonthe

tablethenhewalkedtothebedroomandclosedthe

doorlockingit,hesatonthebedandtookoffhis

Tshirtbeforeputtingittohisfaceforaminutethen

heleanedbackandtookouthisphone,hedialled

herandwalkedinthebathroomwherehebalanced

theshowertemperature,thewaterwascoldthenhe

rememberedthegeyserwasoff.Heclosedand

turnediton..

Rain:Hello?

Hope:Hi...Whydidn'tyoucome?

Rain:Wantedtogiveyoutwospace

Hope:ButispecificallyaskedyoutocomeRai

Rain:Sorry

Hope:So...Um...



Hisheartpoundedatthethoughtofaskingheras

hesatdown...

Hope:Somebodytoldmeyouwereonadateafew

daysago

Rain:Ok,so?

Hope:Nothing...

Histhroatdriedupashiseyesitched...

Rain:(sighed)Itdidn'tgowell,monnawatengne

eleturnoff.

Hope:Whyareyousearchingforaman?

Rain:Becauseiwantarelationshipthatdoesn't

havebadmemorieswhichwillhauntmetherestof

mylife...Lovingsomeonewhodoesn'tevenvalue

hisownseedandleavesitineverywomanis

embarrassing...Menwhorespectthemselvesdon't



makebabieswithjustanywomanbecausethey

knowandunderstandthepainawomantheylove

willdealwiththerestofherlife.Gaisegodiragale

foryourgirlfriendtofallpregnantforanotherman

andturnaroundtellingyoushelovesyouboththen

leavebothofyoutodealwithitwhilesheisbeing

happy.Soidon'tthinkyou'llunderstandwhatI'm

saying.Wenaobonakeledramatichela.

Tearsfilledhiseyesashedroppedhisheaddown

stillholdingthephonetohisear,hefrownedanda

quicktearrandownhischeekashequietlyrubbed

it..

Rain:Whenarebringingthekidsover?

Hope:I'llbringthemnow

Rain:Thankyou,imissedthem.

Hope:Bye

Hehungupandsighed.Minuteslaterhestepped



outandherbagswereatthedoortogetherwithhis

luggage,hewalkedinthekitchenwhereRerewas

cleaningthedustykitchenwiththebabyonher

back..

Hope:Rainwantsthekids,andyoushouldgetyour

bags.I'mnotstayingwithyou..

Shetookdownthebabyandputherdown,Tsothe

stoodbyholdingherdaddy'spantlegthenhelifted

herup.

Rere:I'mnotleaving...Tsamayaotamphithela..

Hope:I'mreallynotinthemoodforthis

Rere:I'mnotleaving..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutwithhisdaughter

thenhegrabbedthecarkeysonthewallboard,he

reallycouldn'tdomuchwithhisdaughtersaround

sohewalkedinthegarage,hestoodtherelooking

athiscars...Hemissedhissportscarbuthe



couldn'tusethiswiththekidssoheunlockedthe

Alphardandrolleddownthewindows,hestartedit

andputhisbabyinsidebeforecheckingiftheother

babyseatsinthebackwereOKthenheopenedthe

openedthegaragedoorandreversed...

Thegirlscarriedonswingingandsingingastheir

hairflewontheair...

Hope:Let'sgo...

Both:No,

Rona:Weareplaying

Pillar:Byebye

Hope:Let'sgo...I'llbuyyouicecream...Andatoy...

Hurryup,itwillbefun..

Thegirlsjumpedofftheswingsandranover,he

steppedoutandopenedthedoorforthem,they

walkedinandhefastenedtheirseatbeltsbefore



drivingoff...

Attheplot...

Ellaandthesellerstoodatthegatelookingatthe

yard...Itwaswellfencedandtheoneroominside

wasperfectlybuilt,therewasatapandelectricity..

Ella:Iloveit...

Seller:Certificateandleaseketse..

Ella:Perfect,I'llcallyoufromhereI'llbecallingthe

fatherofmyson,wearebuyingthisforoursonso

hislawyerishandlingthetransfer.

Seller:Perfect...

Ella:Thankyou..

Theyshookhandsthenshegotbackinherfathers

caranddroveoffdiallingRere...



Rere:Hello?

Ella:Iboughttheplot,pleasedon'ttellHopethati

hadgivenawaythemoneyangwana...Idon'twant

himtoloserespectforme.

Rere:Iwon'ttellhimanything,pleasemakesure

youengagehimsoyoudon'tgetcheated.

Ella:Iwilldothat.Thankyou...Waitsegoreyou're

nicerthaniimagined.Ialwaysthoughtofyouas

thisdesperatething

Rere:Butit'strue,Iamdesperate...Iwasn'tthat

desperatebeforebutrightnowihavenooneand

nothing.Kedirilebomataakereandiallowedmy

angertousemegompienoikilledsomeoneandi

mightgotojail.Thelawyersoundsgoodthough...

Evenifidon'tgetalongsentenceattheendofthe

dayI'veruinedmylifefromtheverybeginningkago

thokathaloganyogame.I'vefailedmyselfandmy

daughter,othershaveplotsnnakehano...Iordered

equipmentanditwassupposedtoarrivein

Botswanawithin7daysbutI'mstillhere...



Ella:Lennammethingswerehardwhenmama

divorcedandleftmehomeless...I'msureHopewill

givethetenantsanoticethenyoumovetohis

mother'shouse,enemmeosiamehela.Aslongas

yourespectthatit'shismother'splaceandnot

bringmenover...hevaluesthatplacealotsoifhe

takesyoutheredon'tbringmen,hedoesn'tmind

yougoingouttoguysbutnomeninhismother's

house.Koorehelannammaiwasdesperatefora

relationshipkeregongweTumokemonnakante

waiimothoonthaamanyaleHopehela.Gonejaana

Hopedoesn'tthinkofmeasalittlegirllikebefore...

Pelekanaiwasspoiltandhedroppedeverything

andeveryonetoassistmenowkeraa.

Rere:Atleastyoufoundtheplotandhewon'tknow

aboutyougivingTumomoney.

Ella:Yeah..Bye

Rere:Bye

ShehungupanddialledHope..



Hope:Hello?

Ella:Hi,ifoundaplot,iwantyoutoseeitandifyou

likeitwecancarryonwiththetransfer.

Hope:(smiledimpressed)Wow...Youknowfora

momentithoughtyouspentthemoney

Ella:(laughed)Neverdid,ijustcouldn'tfindwhati

liked.

Hope:(laughedproudly)Ok,that'sgood...Canwe

doittomorrow?

Ella:Sure

Hope:Sweet,thanksalotforrespectingthe

purposeofthatmoney.Itseasiertoparentwith

someonewhomeetsyouhalfway...Idon'twantmy

kidstothinkihavefavouriteswhenothershavea

lotofthingsandothersdon't.

Ella:I'llalwaysmeetyouhalfway..

Hope:(smiled)Sharp,obothalenyanammewaitse

Ella:(laughed)Bye



Shehungupandsighedsmilingasshepulledinto

thetrafficlight,thedrivernexttohersmiledather

andshesmiledback.

Driver:Canipageyouandtalktoyoulater?

Ella:Sure..

Shesaidouthernumberashequicklysavedit

beforethelightturnedgreen,carsbehindthem

honkedandtheydroveoff...

AtRain'sHouse...

Hopewalkedincarryingthebabyasthegirlsran

intoRain'sarms...RainliftedTsaronaandhugged

herdearlysniffinghersweetscentandcleanhair,

Pillarjumpedholdingherlegwantingtobelifted

thenRainsatonthecouchassheputbothgirlson

hershouldersforagrouphug.



Hopestoodbystillholdingthebabyasheadmired

her,herhairwasbeautifulandshedidn'thavealot

ofmakeuponbutshewasstillbeautiful,kindoflike

backthenwhenshewasjustagirl.Hercleavage

wasshowingonhervestandtheshortpyjama

pantsshewaswearingrevealedherthighs...The

thighsheusedtogetinbetween...Hiseyesfixedat

theopenlegofherpantsasshehuggedthegirls

andtherewego,shewasn'twearinganypanties....

He'dseenthelipsofhershavedpussyandhisheart

pumped..Shefinallyputthegirlsasideandstood

up..Nowthevestshowedherflatstretchmarked

tummy...Forsomereasonthiswasevenbetter,he

justwantedtokisshertummyandsuckhernipples.

Shesmiledasshegotthebabyandhetookthis

momenttorubhisarmsagainstherfeelingevery

touch,butsheturnedawayandkissedthebaby...

Rain:(toher)Heybubu!Mommymissedyou...Just

aweekandyouhavegrownthisbig!



Shetickledthebabyashestoodbynotsurewhat

elsetosay.

Hope:Canishowerhere?Ourgeyserwasoff.I

broughtmybathingset..

Rain:Sure...

Hope:Thanks..

Hegothisbathingbagandwalkedtowardsthe

bedroomsbuthedidn'tusethesharedbathroom,

hewalkedinthemasterbedroomandclosedthe

door...Hequietlyopenedherclosetandlookedat

herclothes,hepulledthedrawersandfound

nothingthatsaidanythingaboutanotherguythen

hewalkedintheshowerandclosedthedoor.He

pickedherbathroombinandcheckedinside...The

cornerofacondomalmostrippedhisheartoutof

hisribcageuntilhefoundahairconditionersachet

forthatcorner.Hesighedandputitdownthenhe



begunshowering...

Minuteslaterhehunghisboxerbriefsbesidesher

pantieswhichshestaredatforawhile,hewanted

thisinhiscollection.Butitwouldbeobviousifhe

tookitsohejustsniffeditandputitback.He

openedhershelfandlookedinside..Hesmiled

lookingatapinkdildoandsmelledittoo..The

bedroomdooropenandheclosedtheshelfand

brushedhisteeth..

Rain:Hope?!Ithoughtyou'llusetheshared

bathroom!

SheopenedwithoutknockingwhileHope

innocentlybrushedhisteeth..

Rain:Ineedmywetwipesinhere..



Sheglancedathimandhisdickwashanging

betweenhislegs,shavedandthisorgasmstickhad

notchangedabit,sherememberedallthe

pleasuresofhispieceofmeatandprecumsoaked

her,heputhishandoverhisdickbutitfilledhis

handandshecouldstillseeitashebentover

spittinginthesink,shetookthismomentand

secretlygrabbedherdildothensheshoveditinher

pocketandclosedbeforewalkingout.

Sheclosedthedoorandheopenedtheshelf,the

dildowasgone...Heunzippedhisbathingsetand

puthisjaguarformenproductsinsidebefore

closingtheshelfandgettingdressedthenhe

walkedout..

MeanwhileRainhandedallthechildrensome

snacksandbegunfixingPillar'shairsosheitcan

beasneatastheothers,Hopewalkedoutinhis

sweatpantsandthereitwas...Damn!Godplease

don'tdothis,shedidn'tneedthis...Hereyesrolled



uphisshirtlesschestandstoppedatatattooonhis

breast,"RainMoilwa".

Rain:Whendidyougetthat?

Hope:InUK..Ialsogotthis..

Heshowedherhisringfingerwithatattooofher

name"Rain"..

Rain:Idon'tknowwhattosay...what'sthepointof

allthis?

Hope:Itmakesmehappy.Ithasnothingtodowith

you,andI'mnottryingtoguilttrapyouintotaking

mebackbecauseyeahimessedup...Andwehave

remindersfromthat..Ican'tchangethepast.

Hesteppedoverandheldherhandlookinginher

eyes,hiseyesshiftedtoherlipsandherheart

begunpounding,standingbehindthechildrenas



theywatchedtheTVheplacedherhandoverhis

hardboner..

Hope:Seewhathappenswhenilookatyoulonger

thanI'msupposedto?

Thefeelingofhisbonerfilledherhandandherclit

throbbedsoakingher,itwassohardshedidn't

knowwhattodoasshefrozehelplesslylookingup

athim,hereyesshiftedtohislips...Howcoulda

man'slipsbethissoft,shecouldsmellhisfresh

breathfromhereandsheswallowed...

Hisheartpoundedasheslowlyleanedovertilting

hishead,theybothslowlyclosingtheireyesastheir

lipsslightlypartedthenTsaronaturnedaround

shouting...

Tsarona:Mamalook!



Rainturnedherheadandheclenchedhisjaws

disappointedly,shepulledherhandfromhisand

snappedoutofitasshesighed..

Rain:Ihavetogostartcookingforthegirls..

Heclearedhisthroatandsighed..

Hope:Ok...(panting)Bye

Rain:(flatvoice)Bye

Sheopenedthedoorforhimthenhewalkedpast

herandout,heturnedaroundandtheylockedus

butnoneofthemknewwhattosaysotheyjust

lookedatoneanotherthenheturnedaroundand

gotinthecar,shewavedbrieflyandhegaveher

thumbsupthensheclosedthedoorandturned

aroundwithherbackagainstthedoor,shetooka

deepbreathandheavedasighofrelief!



AtHope'sHouse...

LateronRereservedeachplateandcoveredthe

foodthenshegotherdustcleanersandwalkedin

thelastroomshehadn'tcleaned...

Sheunpackedthechildren'sclothesandtookthem

totheirroomsthenshesatdownandpacked

Hope'sclothesandhersinthesamewardrobe...

Shepulledthedrawersandputsocksthenshe

pausedatthelastdrawerfullofpanties,thongs,g

stringsandallkindsoftinyundergarments...She

slowlycloseditundisturbedandbeguncleaninghis

room.

ShesprayedthemirrorandbegunwipingitasHope

walkedinanddroppedhisbathingsetonthebed..

Hope:Ineedyoutogetoutofmyhouse..



Sheturnedaroundholdingthecleanerandacloth..

Rere:I'mnotgoinganywhere...ihavenowhereelse

togo.You'remylasthope.Yourfoodinthekitchen..

Hope'sangerfumedashelookedather...

Hope:Orefekaretswamontungyame...Firstwa

mphefomelaoganakangwanakeandonlybring

herwhenitsuitsyou,youtakemydaughter's

moneyandgiveittoyouruncleandnowyouwant

tostayinmyhouse?

Rere:YouhelpedEllawhenshe-

Hope:Iamnothelpinganyonebecauseyoupeople

useme,ifindyouaccommodationthenyoubring

yourmeninside.Gaketegoberekabannaba

bangwe,ipaidforyourlawyerbecauseidon'twant

youtogotojail.Mydaughterneedshermother.

Endofthestory...It'saboutmydaughternotyou...



Gofindaccommodation..

Rere:I'mnotleaving...andyou'regoingtomarryme

becausegakenakonkayangtenglewenawa

bona...

Hopewalkedoverasshewalkedbackwards,he

grabbedherhandandpulledherasshestuckher

feetonthecarpetgrabbingthebathroom

doorframe.Hopebithislowerlippullingherbutshe

heldtheframeharder,angerblewupasheslapped

heracrosstheface.Sheletgoandblockedanother

slapthenshepushedherasshetrippedandhitthe

wallwithherforehead,hegrabbedherlegdragging

herandshegrabbedthecornerofthebedasher

foreheadbumpgrewlarger...

Hopepantedaspullingherasthewholebedshifted

withherpullingit,heletgoofherlegandslapped

herassheputherarmsoverherfacecrying,he

grabbedherbythehairanddraggedheroutbutshe

grabbedthedoorframecryingwhilehehuffed



angrily...

Hope:OtogaolelakanaRerewaitse?!

Heslappedherhardandherheadbumpedonthe

doorframeasshefelldown,hebentovertograb

herleganddragherbutshequicklycrawledaway

crying,hegrabbedherbythehairandturnedher

aroundasshelaidonherback,hesatonher

stomachandslappedherseveraltimesasshecried

loudly...

Rere:(crying)Hopestop,you'rehurtingme

Hope:Getout

Hegotoffherandgrabbedherhandpullingherbut

shegrabbedthebed..

Hope:Soslapsdon'tworkwithyou?Iwillpunch



youifyoudon'tletgo..

Rere:(crying)Hope...(shaking)Pleasestop,I'm

bleeding...

Hepulledheronemoretimeandshewouldn't

budge,hisbloodrushedandbeforeheknewithe

landedapunchonherface,shelostconsciousness

andhedraggedhertothedoorthenhegotup

pullinghissweatpantsandgrabbedthekeysonthe

bed,Rereliftedherheadstilldizzywithsparks

flyingaroundfromthatpunchbutshestillgotup

andrantothebathroomasHopechasedher,she

slammedthedoorandlockeditasblooddropped

onthefloor,shewasn'tsurewherethebloodwas

comingfromandshecouldbarelyseethroughher

swolleneyeandtheotheronethatjustgot

punched...

Hopekickedthedoorandshestaggeredback

shaking...



Rere:(crying)Hopepleaseleaveyou'llcomeback

latersowecantalk...Hopeyou'veneverhitme

before,don'tstart...Pleasebabe...Iloveyou...

Hopekickedthedoorasthelockgotweaker,Rere's

legsshookasshesatonthetoiletseatcrying

barelyseeingthroughhereyes,shegotdizzywhile

sittingonthetoiletandpassedoutfallingfromthe

toiletseatwhileHopecontinuedkickingthedoor...

*

*

*

*

*

[06/27,01:01] :ChanceMoilwa
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AtHope'sHouse...

Hopekickedthedooronemoretime,thedoorbroke

asthelockhungloosethenhewalkedinasRere

slumpedagainsttheshowerfloor...

Hesloweddownlookingatherswollenfaceandthe

bloodalloverthefloorevenflowingdownthe

showerdrain..

Hisheartskippedashebentoverandputtwo

fingersonherneckcheckingherpulse,hecarefully

liftedherupandcarriedhertothebedwherehelaid

herdown.Hepushedthebedbackinpositionand

putasheetoverherthenhewalkedbackinthe

bathroomwherehewetawashingragandsatnext

tohercarefullywipingherbloodyface...Itseemed

likeherwholefacewasgettingswollenevery

minutebuttakinghertothehospitalwastoorisky...

Thedoctorswouldcallthepolice..



Hope:Rere?(shookher)Rere?

Hestoodupandsighedwondering...Heprobably

neededtotalktoafriend,buthehatedfriends...

That'swhatkilledhisfather...Hetookadeepbreath

andvideodialledhisuncle...

Hisunclepickedwithhisdaughteronhislap...

Katlo:Hello?

Hope:Thereissomethingihavetoshowyou..Put

thephoneawayfromTeddy..Itsalittlescary

Katlo:(puthisdaughterdown)You'rescaringme..

Heturnedthecameraandwalkedtothebathroom

showingthebrokendoorandthewholebloody

bathroom...



Katlo:Jesus,didyouhaveabreakin?AreyouOK?

That'salotofblood..Letmeseeyou..

Heflippedthecamerashowinghisfinefaceashe

walkedtothebedthenheflippeditshowingRere's

swollenfacenowturningdark..

Katlo:Whathappened?Turnthecameraaround,i

wanttolookatyou...Whathappened?

Heflippedthecameraandsaidsatontheedgeof

thebed..

Hope:Thingsgotoutofcontrol..

Katlo:You'veneverputyourhandsonawoman,

pleasetellmeyoudidn'tjuststart...PleaseI'm

beggingyou.Don'ttellmeyou'ddothistomy

brotherheneverwantedyoutobethis...



Katlo'seyesgotreddishashelookedathim,Hope's

heartpoundedasheshookhishead..

Hope:IsweartoGodionlyslappedher,ithink

abouttwoifnotthreetimes...Shemusthavehit

something...Ipunchedheronceandididn'tevenhit

herthathard...Ididn'tseeherbruisingiwouldhave

stopped..

Katlo:(swallowedtearfully)Hopehereyesareshut

closed,howcouldyouhavemissedthat...And

slapsdon'tdothat...Youbangedherfaceon

something...Youpunchedherandkickedher,stop

lying!

Hope:(shaking)Iamnotlying...Youhavetobelieve

me

Katlo:Isshesleeping?

Hope:Shepassedout

Katlo:Shelostalotofblood,whatareyouwaiting

for?Takehertothehospital!



Hope:Idon'twanttogotojail!

Katlo:Soyou'drathershediesonyourbedandgo

formurder?Rightnowyou'llgodownforassaulteo

yoneestraightyou'regoingtojail,thequestionis

formurderorassault...Gobotokaeng?Isangwana

wabathokospateleng.

Hope:No,Idon'twanttogotojail...Iaskedher

nicelytoleaveandsherefused.Ididn'tplanthis

Katlo:Hopeweeifyoudon'ttakethatgirltothe

hospitalI'mcallingKatlego,I'llaskhertocallthe

policeonyouandI'mnotplayingwithyou.I'mnot

goingtosupportyouodiradilodisele...

Hope:I'mthinkingishouldcallaprivatedoctorso

hecanattendherhere

Katlo:Willthatdoctorcheckhowmuchbloodshe

hasandifsheneedsbloodtransfusion,haveyou

seenhowbloodythatbathroomis?

Hope:I'mscared....(rubbedhisheadandstomped

grippinghisfist)Fuck!

Katlo:Doesshehaveaheartbeat?



Hope:It'sfaint

Katlo:Hopekopaoisemothoyookospatelabefore

iswelamobolaongjwagago.IbileifRainfindsout

youcanactuallybeatawomanyoucanforget

abouther...Orshouldicallher?

Hope:No!Don'tcallher..

Katlo:Thentakehertothehospitalbecauseifyou

don'tbelievemeIwillcallRainrightnowandtell

her,wagogothoboga.IfobatabackloveyagaRain

takethatgirltothehospitalbeforeshediesonyour

bed...

Hope:Ok,letmetakeher.

Hehungupandslidhisphoneinthepocketthenhe

pickedherupandcarriedhertothecar,helocked

upanddroveoutasKatlocalled...

Hope:Hello?

Katlo:Showmewhereyou're,iwanttobesure



Heflippedthecamerashowinghimtheroadand

putthephonebackontheholderbeforechecking

thetrafficandjoiningtheroad.

Hope:GawabualeRainakere?

Katlo:Notyet

Hope:Whyareyouinvolvingher?

Katlo:Becausesheisindangerifshetakesyou

back

Hope:Ilostit...Ijustwantedhertoleave.KanaRain

gaakakeaitshwarelwaaslongasRereisonmy

tale...Isitfairforhertodothistome?Sheis

ruiningmylifebutshedumpedmeandshesaidi

shouldneverbotherher.Don'ttellRainallthese

becauseIdidwhatyousaidimustdo..

Katlo:Iwon'tcallher...I'mjustscaredrightnow

becauseidon'twantyouinjail.Omosimanyana

totaifyou'restillcontrolledbyanger...Beatinga

womanisthelowestthingamancaneverdo,



regardlessgoremosadiodirileengyouneverput

yourhandsonherbecausethatthingisaddictive.

Onceyoustartyoudon'tstopuntilyou'reinjailfor

murderbecauseitstartslikethisthenyou'regoing

tobeatherharderthanthisuntilonedayshestops

breathing.You'reinsultingmybrother'smemory

becausepeopleseehiminyou...Wagonnakgosio

ntsengjangobetsabanyana?

Hope:Rerewasprovokingme...Wenagao

thaloganye.Kanathesepeopleareforcingmetobe

withher,waitsegoremdalaareeneoisamagadi?

Rereisnotrefusing.Ilookverystupidandifpeople

hearaboutthistheywilllaughatmegorekeweak..

Katlo:Kantewhynotshowup?Akereifyou'renot

therenobodywillmarryher?Idon'tcarewhatshe

didthatwomangaveyouadaughter,youhaveto

respecther.

Hope:I'matthehospital...Whatdoitellthedoctors?

Katlo:Tellthemyoubothhadafight

Hope:Andgotojail?Doyouknowthatdoctors

havetherighttocallthepoliceonsuspiciouscases?



Katlo:Hopeobatagorengjaanong?Akeremmeo

mmeditse?Sayshehitthecorneroftheshelfthen..

Sayyoupickedherupbythesideoftheroadorat

herhouse.

Hope:I'llcallyouback.

Katlo:Sharp.

Hehungupandcarriedherintheemergencyroom,

anursedirectedhimtothebedwhereheplacedher

downandfixedherskirt..

Nurse:Jesus...Whathappened?

Hope:Ifoundherlikethat,shewilltellyouwhen

shegetsup.Canyouhelpher?

Thenursecheckedherpupilsandfrowned,onlyone

ofhereyeshaddilatedthenshecheckedherears

andcalledtheothernurse.



Nurse:Pleasecallthedoctor!

Hope'sheartpoundedashestoodby,thedoctor

walkedinandjoinedthenurse..

Nurse:Lossofconsciousness,onedilatedeye,

swollenforeheadindicatingsomekindofablunt

objectinjury...

Thenurselistedthemallasthedoctorexamined

her,hepanickedandturnedback...

Doctor:CallDoctorPatel!NOW!!

Twodoctorsrushedinwithanothernurseas

Hope'sheartraised...

DoctorPatel:SuspicionofIntracranialhematoma...



WeneedanMRI!(lookedatHope)Pleasegethim

outofhereandtakehertotheCTscan,getoncall

withtheaircrew,wemightneedtoflyherforan

emergencysurgerysotheycanremovethe

hematoma.

ThenursewalkedoverandgentlypushedHope

outsideashereluctantlystaggeredout...

Hope:What'sanintra-somethinghematoma?

Nurse:Thedoctorssuspectshehashadasevere

braininjurywhichmighthavecausedtheruptureof

abloodvesselwithinthebrain...soshehasbloodin

herbraintissue...Ifsothensheneedsan

emergencysurgerytoremovethehematomato

avoidfurtherbraindamage...

Hope:Furtherbraindamage?Doesthatmeanshe

hassomekindofdamage?

Nurse:Thingswon'tprobablybethesame...Please

haveaseatandwaitforthedoctorstotalktoyou.



ThenurseclosedthedoorsasHopewalkedaway,

doorsopenedbehindhimandheturnedaround

watchingasagroupofnursespedoutpushing

Rere'sbedfollowedbythetwodoctorspacing

behind.Adropofpeewethisbriefsthenheheldthe

urinelosinghisbreath,helookedathispantstosee

iftheywerewetbuttheywereOK!Hiskneesgot

coldweakashebegunsweating,helookedaround

forachairbutthewaitingroomsuddenlyseemed

toofar,braindamage!?TherewasnowayRain

wouldn'thearaboutthis!Fuck..!Hestruggledto

breathasthepanicattackswepthisbreathaway.

Heturnedintothesignoftoiletsnearbyandgotin

thenhesatonthetoiletseatandputburiedhisface

betweenhishands...

*

*

*

*

[06/27,01:01] :ChanceMoilwa
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Atthehospital...

LaterthatnightHopesatbythebenchesholding

hisphonetalkingtohisuncle..

Katlo:What'shappening?

Hope:Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingon,theyrushedher

out..IthinktoaCTscanorsomething..They

suspectshehashematomainthebrainor

something.Iheardthedoctorsayingtheyshould

contacttheaircrewincasethescandoesshowthe

hematoma.

Katlo:Sheisgoingtoneedalotofcareandshe

doesn'thaveafamily.

Hope:Whatareyousaying?I'mnottakingherback

tomyhouse.



Katlo:Wherewillshego?

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighed...

Hope:Whyshouldshebemyresponsibility?Sheis

agrownwoman...ShecouldhaveusedPillars

moneytobuyaplot,shewouldbestayingather

daughtersplotbutshemisusedmymoney.

Katlo:Andyoumaimedher,iftherewashopeforto

findahouseit'sgonebecausesheneedstorecover.

Andifyoudon'twantpeopleknowinghowshegot

injuredyouhavetotakecareofher.

Hope:Ifidothatsheisnevergoingtoleaveme.I

madethatmistakebyfindingheralawyerbecausei

thoughtiwasdoingitformydaughter.I'mgoing

backtomyhouse,sheisbraindamageanywaysso

shewon'tknowwhathappened,ifyoudon'ttell

anyonenobodywillknow.

Katlo:Itoldyourgrandfatherbecauseididn'twant

youtobealone



Hope:Whywouldyoutellthatoldlunaticmy

problemsuncle!?Itrustedyou...

Hestoodupandsighedrubbinghishead...

Katlo:Youcan'tleavethatgirlinthehospitalHope.

Hope:Ican'ttalktoyourightnowbecauseI'm

angrywithyoubutidon'twanttocrossthelineand

saysomethingdisrespectful.

Hecutthecallandsatdown.Twonurseswalked

pasthimasheleanedbackandrecognisedRain's

mother,hisheartskipped...Knowinghowmuchthis

womanhatedhimifshefoundoutwhatwasgoing

onandsuspectedhimshe'dcallthepoliceandeven

tellRain.Helookeddownandpretendedtobe

pressinghisphone...

AsshewalkedbyRain'smotherturnedlookingat

themansittingbythechairs,herheartskippedand



shestoppedonhertracks...Foramomentitwas

likelookingatChanceMoilwa,itwasnowweird

howthisboylookedexactlylikeChanceMoilwa

nowthathewasgrowingmature...Thisisexactly

howChancelookedwhenhedidtheheist...the

broadshoulders,sittingpositionandthissexy

head...Heevencutthesamehaircut..Fade...Fade

alwayslookedperfectandshelikedthebumpy

feelingofthewavesonhishead...Asmuchasshe

washappyherdaughterwantednothingtodowith

theMoilwa'ssheunderstoodthetreasurehanging

betweentheirlegs.

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedovertohim...

MeanwhileHope'sheartalmostchokedhimas

Rain'smotherwalkedover,thiswomanhatedhim

witheveryboneinherbodyandifshefoundout

RainwouldknowaboutRere...

Her:Hi..



Helookedupandrespectfullystoodupshakingher

hand..

Hope:Dumelang..

Her:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Hope:Ibroughtafriend.

Her:Ohok...

Shelookedinhishumbleeyes,shewasn'tsureifit

wasjustrespectorhewasnaturallyshybuttoday

ofalldayshelookedexactlylikehisfather...Ithad

beenyearssinceshesawhim...Hisvoicehad

deepenedandhehadbecomeafullgrownstrong

manwithagoodbody.Definitelynotthelittleboy

sheknew..Shelookeddownathissweatpantsand

thereitwas...Forasecondguiltstruckherbutthen

itwasoverbetweenRainandhim..



Her:HowwasUK..

Hope:Itwasgreat...

Her:Iwanttotakeyouonadrivesomeday..This

weekendorthenext..

Itcameasasurprise,butshockistherightword...

Thiswomanhatedhimforherdaughter...

Hope:Adrive?LikethetwoofusorwithRainand

thekids?

Her:Justus...Thereissomethingiwanttotalkto

youabout...

WasRainconsideringtotakehimback?Sounded

likeshewantedtohaveaserioustalkwithhim,kind

oflikeMikewantedtotalktohimwhenhewasn't

treatingRainproperly...Thistimehe'drespond

accordinglytowardsherparents,notaftergetting

dumpedforsolong.



Hope:(smiled)OK...ThisweekendisOK..

Her:(smiled)Good..Andum...Chance?

Hope:Mma?

Her:Letthisbebetweenus...Ok

Hope:(smiled)Eemma

Sheturnedandwalkedawaythenhesighedinrelief,

thingsweregoingwell,hejustneededtomakesure

nobodyknewaboutRere.Anothernursewalked

overandhemetherhalfway..

Nurse:Thedoctorwantstoseeyou..

Hope:OK..

Hefollowedherandwalkedinthenhepulledthe

chair..



Doctor:What'syourrelationshipwithOrefe?

Hope:Sheisa..Anex,wehaveadaughtertogether

Doctor:Ineedtotalktohernextofkin

Hope:shedoesn'thaveamother,shewasraisedby

hergrandmotherwhopassedawayweeksback.

Herremainingfamilyisheruncleandthey'renotin

talkingterms.Sheandthemhadafightdaysback

andshewasgrantedbail...Herbailconditions

includenocontactwithheruncleandhisfamily.

Doctor:Sowhodoitalktoabouthercondition?I

needfamily.

Hope:Idon'tknow,butifyoudon'tneedmetheni

shouldgo.Iamexhausted.

Doctor:Wait...WedidaCTscanand-

Thedooropenedthentheoldmanandhiswife

walkedin,Hopesigheddisappointedlyastheysat

down..



Steven:Goodevening

Doctor:Goodevening..

Steven:Iamhisgrandfatherandthisismywife,we

heardhisfianceisinthehospital..

Doctor:Fiancé?

Hopelookeddown..

Steven:Wellhehasn'tengagedheryetbutwewere

abouttodiscussmagadibeforeshehadafightwith

herfamily.

Doctor:Sowhathappenedtoher?

Steven:Isn'tshetalking?

Doctor:Sheisunconscious

Steven:Shehadafightwithheruncledaysback,i

thinkhewenttoheragainandattackedherfor

beinggivenbail.It'salongstory,pleasetellme

what'sgoingon



Doctor:WetookherforaCTscanbecausewehad

suspicionsofahematomabutitturnsoutthere

isn'tahematoma...Herbrainisswollen..Shewillbe

admittedinthehospitalandshewillbeinintensive

careunitwhereshewillbehookedtoarespirator

becausethebrainneedslotsofoxygen,shewillbe

onIVfluidsandsomemedicationtohelpthe

swellinggodown..Theswellingdoesn'trequirea

surgery.

Him:WethankGodforthat....

Hope:WillshebeOKafter?

Doctor:Shemighthavetolivewithlongterm

effectslikeheadaches,depressionandotherbrain

issuesbuttheswellingisn'tbad.Wehavemedically

inducedhersoyoucan'ttalktohernow..Shemight

beOKtomorrow.

Steven:Thankyoudoctor..

Doctor:Theywillshowyouherroom.

Steven:Thankyou...



Theystoodupandwalkedoutthenanursetook

themtoherroom.

TheeldersfrozelookingatRere'sswollenfacewith

machinesattachedtoher,thegrandmotherwalked

overandgentlyheldherhand..

Steven:Hope...Howdobeatawomanuntilshe

endsupinahospitalhookedtomachineslikethis?

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighednotsurehow

torespond..

Steven:Yourwifeforthatmatter

Hope:Wifeyagamang?

Steven:I'llpunchyourfacerightthismoment...Are

youtryingtoembarrassmeorthisfamily?I'vebeen

patientwithyouforfartoolong.Ifyoudon'tstart

actingrightIwillruinyourlife...



Grandmother:IfthisistoremainprivateI'llhaveto

takecareofherwhenshegetsoutespecially

becauseshehasnowheretogo,shegaveusa

grandchildanditsourfaultsheishere..Ahuman

lifeisvaluableHope...Howdoyouthinkyour

daughterwillfeelknowingwhatyoudidtoher

mother?shewillgrowup...Pleasemakesureshe

recovers.Keagokopangwanakasennethogoe

thata,otaaswelamotoronkong..

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighed..

Hope:OK...I'llmakesuresherecovers.I'llsupport

herndbuyeverythingsheneedswhileyou'retaking

careofheruntilsheisbacktoherselfagain.Ihave

togo...Ididn'trestsinceiarrivedfromUK.I'm

exhausted.

Steven:Go,I'lltalktoyoutomorrow.Don'ttell

anyoneaboutthis....letitbeafamilysecret.



Hopeopenedthedoorandwalkedout...

AtElla'sHouse...

LaterthatnightHopeparkedbehindEllaandan

unfamiliarcar,hesteppedoutandknockedonthe

door..

AfewminutespassedthenEllaopenedthedoor,

hiseyeslandedonanunfamiliarmansittingonthe

couch.Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoor...

Hope:WhereisCj?

Ella:Sleeping...What'sgoingon?

Hope:WantedtotalkyouaboutRere..

Ella:Whereisshe?Ithoughtshe'dbebackbynow..

Butifoundherbagsgoneandshedidn'tsay

anything.



Hope:Sheisinthehospital...I'mnotsurewhat

happenedbutsheisbad...Butthat'snotwhyicame

here.Thereasonshecametoyouisbecausesheis

yoursister...

Ella:What?

Hope:Yeah,andineedyoutoconvincehertoleave

mealonebecauseidon'twanther...Ireallydon't

knowhowtosaythiswithoutsoundinglikeanass.

Ella:Wait,howisshemysister?

Hope:Hermotherisyourmother...Shelefthome

whenshewaspregnant..Stayedwithsomelady

andafterdeliveringyoushedumpedyouandran

off...Shestalkedyouwhenyouwereinahomeuntil

youwereadoptedthenshestoppedfollowingyou

andmovedon.Apparentlyyoubothremindherof

herchildhoodmistakesortraumaorsomething...I

don'tremembertheexactwordsbutthat'sthe

situation...Sheprobablywantedtotellyoubutshe

saysshegotafraidtotellyoubecauseyourmother

doesn'twantyoutwo...IthinkRereneedsasister..

Someonetohelpherseethingsclearlyandmove



on,maybeyoucanhookherupwiththatguy's

friend..

Ella:Thisistoomuch,warewhoismymother?I

wanttoseeher,notgotoherbutapicturebogolo

hela.

Hope:OnlyRereknowsher..Didyoubreakupwith

Tumo?

Ella:Yes

Hope:Can'tyoukeeptheseguysawayfromCj?

Ella:HopeI'mnotinyourmother'shouse...Please

don'tbedifficult.Ican'tgooutbecauseI'mstill

traumatised...It'ssaferbeinghome..Don'tbetoo

controlling...Cjcallsallyourbabymamasmama...

Hecallsthemmama...Ifthatisn'tconfusingfora

childavisitorwouldn'tbeconfusing.Allyour

childrencallusmamammebasiamehela...

Hope:Whatever,usecondoms.Goodnight...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenhedrove

off...



AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthatnightHopelockedthehouseandpulled

outhisTshirtashemadehiswaytothebedroom

exhausted...Hejustwantedtothrowhimselfontje

bed...Hepausedandlookedatthemessedup

house...Hehadtocleanthisbeforethemaid

arrivedinthemorningsohegrabbedthemopand

cleanedthebloodbeforepickingupthingsfromthe

floorandchangingthebedding.

Helaiddownandsighedthoughtfullystaringatthe

ceiling,hetookouthisphoneandclickedon

WhatsApp,Rainwasonlineandshehadjust

changedherprofilepicture,itwasallthreegirls

layingdownasleep.

Hope:Canihavethosepictures?It'shardtocapture

apictureofthemallinonepicture.



Rain:Sure(sent8pictures)Thereyougo.

Hope:Aboutearlier... I'msorryialmostcrossed

theline.Pleasedon'tbanmefromyourhouse.Next

timeI'llbehavelikeagentleman.

Rain: It'sok...Ohyouforgotyourboxerbriefs.

Hope:I'llcomegetthemwhenifindtime.

Rain:Sure,noproblem.

Asmuchashewantedtotakethisconversationa

stepfurtherheknewhehadtobepatient,thekiss

thatalmosthappenedwasenoughfornow.Andhe

wasn'tgoingtofindtimetogetthosebriefs...Infact

hisgeyserneededtodie.

Hope:Idon'twanttokeepyouup.Goodnight,and

thankyouonceagainforlettingmegothatfarwith

thegirls.I'llforeverbegratefulforthetrustyou

haveinmewhenitcomestoourdaughters.

Rain:It'sokpartner.Wegotthis.Goodnight



Hope:Goodnight

Heputthephonedownandsighedthenheturned

offtheheadlampoffandclosedhiseyes

wonderingaboutthisdrivehermomaskedfor.

CoulditbethatRaintalkedtohermotherabout

themgivingthingsatry?Godpleaseletitbe...

InICU...

ThenextmorningRere'seyesslightlyopened

throughtheswollentissuesandshelookedaround

stillconnectedtoallkindsoftubes...

Steven'swifewalkedinwithfoodandsatnextto

her...

Her:(smiled)Hi...Howareyoufeeling?



Rerelookedatherunabletorespondback...

AWEEKLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'soffice...

Hopeandhismanagerwentthroughthepaperwork

forthenewpharmacy..



Him:Thisalsomeanswehavetoconductthe

interviewsonMonday.

Hope:Therearealotofapplications..

Unemploymententsiwaitse

Him:Yeah,itssadthatdegreeholdersareapplying

tobecashiersanddrivers.

Hope:IgetsadwhenIdointerviewsbecauseI've

neverreallybeeninthatsituationbutmyfatherwas.

Hewasunemployedforyearsandyears...Hesore

thatI'dnevergothroughthatandhedidit...Which

iswhyI'mworkingsohardtoalsomakesuremy

childrendon'tgothroughthesamebecause

trustingthegovernmentoreconomyisrisky...

Hisphonerangthenhelookedathisgrandfather's

call,heputhisphoneonsilentandcarriedon

sortingouttheirinterviewpapers...

AttheRoyalHouse...



MeanwhileRerefinishedbathingthensheslowly

walkedtoherroomasherheadachedblurringher

sightasshesupportedherselfwiththewalland

walkedin,thegrandmotheropenedherwindows

andturnedaround...

Her:Theeldersarehere,pleaseputonyourclothes

andcomegreetthem...Trytodressinsomethinga

littlenice,Hopeiscomingtoo.

Rere:Eemma...

Her:Whatevermoodhecomesindon'tletitgetto

you.Heisgoingtotakeouthisfrustrationon

someone,don'tletitbeyou...Theeldersaregoing

togivehimanearfulbutyoumustbehavelikeareal

queen.Arealqueenknowswhentospeakand

whentokeepquiet...HaHopeaikgalegisawenao

digelamakgwaho...Seasebatangwasemoneela..

Rere:Mygrandmotherusedtotellmethat...

Her:Ee,don'tworryaboutanythinghesays,men

arelikechildren,theydon'tknowwhattheywant.

It'sagoodthingthiswomanthathewantsdoesn't



havetimeforhim,ineverlikedthatgirlanyways.

Hermotherkilledourheir...Hopehadabigbrother,

thatboylookedexactlylikeHope,gongwejaana

nkabeeleKgosieneasedingalojaakayobareng

Hopeyoothogoedicornerokarerragwemogolo..

Theylaughedout...

Her:Ifyoucanlearntoacceptthatamanwill

alwayspokehereandthereyou'llbehappy...Men

havesexoutofcuriosity...Hewilltapamaidifshe

allowsit,hewilldohisemployees,neighboursor

anyonewhomakesitavailablebutifheisstill

respectedathomehewillalwaystellthemihaveto

gohomemywifemightbesuspicious...Wenayou

makesureyougivehimalittleextrabecauseothers

arejustsnacks,curiosityandfantasies.Hopeis

yourhusbandandyoushouldbereadytoconceive

aboyforhimincasesomethinghappenswiththe

firstborn...Ifthereisonecurseaboutthisfamilyis

thatfirstbornsonsneverlivelong.Theyalwaysdie,



gotsheladisecondborn...Ipaakanyengwanyana,

ibileafterthisyou'regoingbacktohishouseand

oncethereignorehistantrumsandtakecareof

him...Thetrickistomakehimgetusedtohaving

youaroundsomuchsothatonedayyou'llleave

evenforafewdays...Withoutanybodytofeedhim

andtakecareofhimhewillmissyou...

Rere:Ifidon'tgotojail...

Her:Youhaveagoodlawyer..Havefaith...

Shechangedherclothesandfixedhermakeup

hidingafewbruisesthatshecouldthenshewalked

outwiththegrandmotherandgreetedafullhouse

oftheroyals...

Steven:Letmecallthisboyagain...Waitsehake

tshwerebothata..

Uncle:Kgosiyaronayaberekwa.

Steven:Uhhakemmereko..

Uncle:(toRere)Monnawagagokemmereko,onne



peloteleleretamogobaakanyetsa.Enegaakakea

pala...Hewon'teverhityou...

Rere:(smiled)Eerra...

Pillarwalkedinrubbinghersleepyeyes,the

grandmothersmiledandopenedherarmscalling

herover...

MeanwhiletheoldmandialledHopeandthedoor

openedasHopewalkedinwiththeringingphone.

Hehungupandsighed..

Hopewalkedinandbenthisbackrespectfully

greetingeveryonethenhepulledthechair,Pillargot

upandwalkedovertohimthenheputheronhis

lap...HeshiftedhiseyeslookingatRere...Hehadn't

seenhersincehelastdroppedheratthehospital

butshelookedmuchbetterthanthelasttime,she

justhadtomoveouthisparentshouseandleave

himalone.



Uncle:Hopeweareherebecauseyoubeatupyour

girlfriend...Themotherofyourchildandyourwife

tobe..

Hopelookedawayandshookhishead..

Uncle:Osekasikinyalekwetelagagoleokagore

orethabisadithong!Youshouldbeashamedof

yourselfbecauseverysoonyou'llbereprimanding

menwhoabusewomen...You'llbesentencing

them...Totawarerereng?Wagonnakgosiya

mohutamang?

Olderuncle:Theproblemwiththisboyisthatwe've

neverreallybroughthimclosersohecanseehow

muchresponsibilityhehas..Ormaybehedoesn't

careabouthisfather'swishesandlegacy...Chance

wasreadytodothis.Hehadagoodfamily...Agood

wifeandhewasanexample...



Hopelookeddownwithoutaword,hedidn'tagree

withanythingtheysaidbutfromhisfather'sletters

hebelievedhewouldbeagoodkgosi...Hestill

didn'tfeelthisroyalshit,seemedtoooldforhis

likingbutChanceseemedtohavecometoterms

withit...

Steven:TheproblemwithHopeisthathisother

babymamaismessingwithhishead.O

thakanngwathogokemothoyoomothadileng...

Whenshesmilesathimhegetsexcitedandthinks

shewillspreadherlegsforhim.We'vebeenthere,

donethatanditdidn'twork.Marryawomanwho

lovesyouandrespectsyou...Rerecouldhave

reportedyoubutshedidn't..Sheishere..Apologise

toherforthis...Whatdoyouthinkyourdaughter

thinksseeinghermotherlikethis..

Helookedatthetime,itwasabouttimeheleftfora

drivewithRain'smothersohecouldhearwhatshe

wantedtosayaboutRain.Thehousewassilent



waitingforhimtosaysomethingthenheshiftedhis

eyeslookingatRere..

Hope:Sorry.

Uncle:Thwaagalamoshimane...Warenyatsa?

Hope:I'msorryforeverythingthathappenedlast

week,ificouldiwouldtakeitback...Iwishiloved

youbutidon't..I'llbeheartbrokenifyouforceme

tomarryyoubecauseiwon'thaveachanceto

enjoymarriage,

Uncle:Whoisgoingtomarryherwithaheadinjury?

Wareanyalwekemangosemagomodirasegole?

Auntie:Butifhedoesn'twanttomarryherwhynot

giveourboytimetocalmdown?Maybeafterafew

yearshewillcomearound

Steven:IfrebayamogoHopegarenagobuakgang

ehelang...Healreadysaidheismarryingher,he

toldherparentsheismarryingherandhewillmarry

her.Heiswaitingforawomanwhoisn'teven

thinkingabouthim...



Hope:Ihaveameeting,isthereanythingleft?

Steven:Youseewhatimean?Hedidn'tevenwait

forReretorespond..

Hope:Akeresheisjustquietpretendingtobean

angel

Rere:IforgiveyouHope...(toSteven)Ithinkyou

shouldlethimgoifhehassomeplacetobe...I'm

recoveringwell.

StevenshookhisheadasHopestoodup..

Hope:Thankyouall,idon'tmeantobe

disrespectfulihaveanimportantmeetingandI'm

sorryforalmostdraggingthefamilynameinthe

mud.Itwon'thappenagain...Gosiame

HewalkedovertoRerewhowassittingonthe

carpetandsquatedhandingovertheirdaughter...



Hope:I'llbringyouajuiceOK?

Pillar:(smiled)OK...

HesmiledpinchinghercheekandstoodupasRere

lookedathim,heturnedaroundandwalkedout...

AtRain'sHouse...

LaterthatSaturdaymorningRain'sphonebuzzed

asshereceivedamessagefromherdatingapp

match..

Him:Hi...Justconfirmingifwearemeetingthis

afternoon

Rain:Yesweare..AirportCaféright?

Him:Yeah,can'twaittoseeyou

Rain:Samehere



Shesmiledandlookedathispicturesagain,imean

hedidn'tlookthatoldorugly,andheseemedto

havemoneytoobuthelackedthatthing...Even

theirconversationwasjustcold,shedidn'tfeelthe

wayshefeltwhenevershewastalkingtothisother

junkie...Shealmostlaughedthinkingaboutitand

wonderinghowhe'dfeelifshecalledhimajunkie....

Butthenmaybeshewasbeingtoojudgemental,

sheneededtogiveothermenachance...

Shewalkedoutandstoodatthedoorwatchingthe

childrenplayinginthetrampoline.Shestillcouldn't

believehergirlsweregrownup...atfirstitseemed

likeamistaketohavethesecondonebutlookat

themplayingbythemselvesmakingnoiseand

enjoyingeachotherscompany.Shewalkedoverto

themandsmiledlookingatthemastheyjumped...

Thegirlshaddaddy'ssexyeyesandears...Thank

Godthemarcopolowascoveredbythehairstyles...

Herphonerangandspeakofthedevil...Sheclicked

onthevideocallblushing...



Rain:(smiled)Hi...

Hope:(softly)Hey..

Sheflippedthecamerashowingthegirlsplayingon

thetrampolinethensheflippeditback...

Hope:I'mgoingsomewherebutI'dliketotakea

bathafter...Thatguywillfixmygeyserthis

afternoon

Rain:Ohok,I'llbehomethewholeday.I'llonly

leaveintheafternoon...

Hope:Perfect...Shouldibringanythingforthegirls?

Rain:Thejuiceisfinished.Nnaontelefacewash..I

forgottobuyityesterday.

Hope:Great,I'lldothat.

Hesmiledandshesmiledbackthenshelaughed,

helaughed..



Hope:DropaI'mdriving...

Rain:Bye

Hope:Sure

Shedelayedabitashesmiledthenshelaughed

andhungup..

Atthemall....

Hopeparkedthecarandlockeditthenhewalked

towardsMmagweRain'scar,heopenedthe

passengerdoorandhoppedinthenheclosedthe

doorasshesatinside.

Her:Hi...

Hope:Dumelang...



Shestartedthecaranddroveoutoftheparkinglot.

Astheydroveoutofthetowncentertherewas

silence...

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighed...Whatever

interviewthiswashewasgoingtopassit,when

Rainhearshisresponsesshe'dgettoknowexactly

howhefelt...

Her:Howareyou?

Hope:I'mgoodma'am...

Her:CallmeBenge...

Hepaused,ifhewasn'twrongonlyhisfathercalled

himthatormaybeheragematestoo..Butstill

maybeshewantedhimtofeelcomfortable...

Benge:Doyouhaveagirlfriend?

Hope:Atthemomentno...



Benge:Soit'sbeenmonthssinceyousleptwith

anyone?

Hope:(laughedembarrassed)Unfortunately...

Sheletgoofthesteeringwheelandplacedher

handonhisthighthenshemovedittohisprivates

andsizedthem,damnshewasn'twrong!

Benge:Metoo...Myhusbandisimpotent...(rubbing

hisdickgently)You'reyourfather'sson..

Hope'sheartpoundedashelookedatherhandand

lookedattheroad...

Hope:Whatareyoudoing?

Benge:Ohcomeon,don'tactlikeyoudon'tknow

whywearehere..



Shepulledunderthetreeandslidherseatback,

Hopetriedtoopenthedoorbutshelockedit.

Benge:Whatareyoudoing?

Hope:I'msorry,ithought...Ithoughtwearehereto

talkaboutRain...

Benge:Don'tbesilly...Ijustwantagoodtime...

Sheslidherhandinhispantsandpulledouthis

dickthensheleanedovertosuckit,buthepushed

herheadbackandpulledhispantsoverhisboner..

Benge:Hope?IfyouactlikeachildRainwillknow

aboutthis...I'lltellherwehavebeenhavingan

affairandshewon'tunderstandhowweendedup

anhourawayfromMaununderthetree...Idon't

wantarelationshipwithyouijustwanttofeelyour

fatheragainthroughyou...It'snotevenaboutyou...

Hope:IstillloveRain..



Benge:IfyoudothisI'lltalktoRainforyou...I'll

makesureshetakesyouback...doyouthinkifshe

findsoutaboutthisshewillwantyouback?There

willalwaysbedoubtinhermindbecausewewill

givehertwodifferentstories...Justcloseyour

eyes...

Sheslowlyreachedoverandslidherhandinside

thenshepulleditoutasitfilledherhand...

Benge:(softly)Bonagoreyou'regettinghard...

Nopayoneegotshwere...Lesakegojesemonate...

Howhisdickmanagedtogetanerectionhehadno

cluebutthiswasthemostscariesthe'deverbeen,

he'dalwaysbeenafraidofthiswomananyways.It

didn'tevenmakesensethatshewastouchinghim

likethis...Itfeltlikeadreambutrespondingwith

angerneverworked....afterwhathappenedwith

Rerehewasn'tsurewhattodonext...



Hope:(reachedforthedoor)Emapele...

Sheopenedthedoorandgotout,Bengestepped

outandwalkedovertohimashewalked

backwards..

Hope:Givemeaminutetoprocesseverything..

Benge:Idon'thavetime,ihavetogotowork.Come

here...Ifcarspassbyandseeusitwillbeanother

story...

Shegrabbedhishandandledhimtothecar,then

shepushedhimagainstthecar...

Hope'sheartpoundedashelookedather,she

stretchedupherlegstohisheightforakissbuthe

tiltedhisheadawayandherkisslandedonhis

cheekthenshewentdown,onherkneesandpulled



downhispantsashisbonersprungoutwithveins

alloverit...heswallowedshakinglookingatheras

sheopenedhermouthwhilerubbinghisboner

and....

*

*

*

*
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Underthetree..

Hope'sheartpoundedashelookedather,she

stretchedupherlegstohisheightforakissbuthe

tiltedhisheadawayandherkisslandedonhis

cheekthenshewentdown,onherkneesandpulled

downhispantsashisbonersprungoutwithveins



alloverit...heswallowedshakinglookingatheras

sheopenedhermouthwhilerubbinghisbonerand

leanedoverforablowjobbuthepushedherhead

backbeforeshecouldengulfhismushroomhead

thenhepulleduphispants.

Shetriedtokisshimandhepushedheralittle

harderashershoehookedonthegrassandtripped

her,shefellbackwardsasheturnedaroundand

walkedaway...hepacedupandjoggedtowardsthe

mainroadstoppingthefirstcartopassbutitjust

passedby..

Aliciagotbackinthecaranddrovetothemainroad

whereshesloweddownrollingdownthewindowas

Hopewalkedbesidestheroad...

Alicia:Let'sgo...

Hope:No,I'mgood...

Alicia:Nobodyisgoingtogiveamanarideina



secludedarealikethis...I'msorry...

Hopelookedatherandkeptgoingasshedrove

besideshim...

Hope:Icameherereallyexcitedbecauseithought

youwantedtotalkaboutRain...NowthatI'm

thinkingaboutitireallyfeelstupid.I'mnotkidding

whenisayiloveyourdaughterandiregret

everythingididtoher...Iwishyoulovedmeandher

together.KindoflikeMike...Mikelovedmeuntili

disappointedhim...

Acarovertookherwhileshedroveslowlystill

lookingathim..

Alicia:Canyoupleasegetbackinthecar?Iam

sorryforwhatjusthappened...Idon'twanttoleave

youinthemiddleofnowhere.Ifanythinghappened

toyouI'dneverforgivemyself.



Hestoppedthenshestopped...

Alicia:Please...I'msorry.

Hope:Just..Don'tsayanythingtome.

Heopenedthedoorandgotinthenshedroveoff...

AttheRoyalHouse...

Ellawalkedincarryinghersonandputhimdownas

herantowardshisgreatgrandfatherwholaughed

outpickinghimupandthrowingupbeforecatching

him.

EllaslowlytookaseatasRerelaidonthecouch

withherheadonthequeen'slapwhilesheundid

herhair.Soshedecidedtocomehere...Nowonder



theroyalfamilyhadstoppedcallingherorbegging

hertobringtheson..Thenextthingshe'dfall

pregnanthopingtoreplaceCJ...

Ella:Dumelang

Him:Howareyoumydaughter...(toCJ)Imissed

youman...

Her:It'sbeenawhile,orelathile

Ella:I'vebeenbusywithworkandpreparingfor

school.

Her:Whenareyougoing?

Ella:IshouldbeinGaboronenowbutI'mplanning

toleavenextweek...

Him:AreyougoingwithCj?

Ella:I'myettodiscussitwithHope,iwanttogo

withhimbutiobviouslycan'tgowithhimthefirst

termbecauseihavetogosettledownandthenget

him.

Her:Makessense..



Ella:Rerecanwetalk?

Rere:Ok...

Rereslowlygotupandfollowedhertothekitchen

wheretheywalkedoutofthehouseandsatinthe

backyard..

Ella:Hopecametoseeme...Hetoldmeaboutyour

motherbeingmymother,healsotoldmethathe

doesn'tloveyouandhewantsyououtofhishouse.

Rere:It'strueaboutmymother...Iwantedtotellyou

butthenididn'twanttodisappointyoubecausei

imaginedyouwantedtorekindletherelationship...

Ella:Ijustwanttoseeherface...

Reretookoutherphoneandshowedher...

Rere:That'sherFacebookaccount...Shesaidwe

shouldn'texpectarelationshipfromusbutshe



wishesuswell.

Ella:Whoisourfather?

Rere:Idon'tknowbutidon'twanttoknow,iwon't

handleit.It'sobviouslynotgoodnews..

Ella:Whatifitsnot?

Rere:Idon'twanttoknow...

Ellalookedatherandsmiled..

Ella:You'rebeautifullikeher..

Rere:(smiled)You'rethebeautifulone...

Ella:IwishtherewasnoHopesituation,things

wouldbesomucheasier...

Rere:AboutHope...Don'tworryabouthimandi

Ella:Ifyou'redoingthisbecauseyou'velosthope

andthinkyou'llloseyourhouseyoudon'thaveto

dothat.Youcan'tmarrysomeonewhodoesn'tlove

youjustbecauseyouthinkheisyouronlyoption...



YoucangostayatCJ'splot...It'saoneroomwitha

shower,ithaselectricityandwater,plusnoonewill

botheryouthere....

Rere:Hisfamilyisalreadytakingcareofus..

Ella:AndI'mnotjustsayingthisbecauseI'msiding

HopebutyoumustunderstandHopeforyouto

insistondoingthis,it'snotfaironhisside...Iused

tothinkhelovesyoubutovertimeI'verealisedthat

helovesRain.I'venoideawhyhecheatedmaybe

theirrelationshipreachedaboringphasebuthe

lovesherandheisgoingtohateyouforcoming

betweenthem.

Rere:Hopeisplayingwithyourmind,helovesme...

Itwasmewhohetreatedwithrespectwhenhewas

sharingus,hehasneverreallymistreatedme...He

lovesmehejustfeelssorryforRainbecauseweall

feelsorryforRain.Imyselffeltsorryforher...I

didn'tknowshe'dgrowhornsandactlikeweare

strangers...HaveyoueverhadsexwithHope?

Ella:Whyareyouasking?

Rere:Ineedtoknow..



Ella:No,butwekissedandtouched...Ithinkhewas

afraidtohavesexwithmeknowinghewon'tbewith

me.Hefeltguiltyaboutimpregnatingmealready

that'swhyiwasalwayshispriority...Itwasguilt

andeveryonethoughthewantedme.Evenhis

grandfatherthoughtHopewoulddatemebutItold

himexactlyhowCjwasconceivedandsincethen

hehasn'tbotheredHopeaboutbeingwithme...

Theywantedhimtomarrymeitoldthemitwasn't

goingtohappenbecauseHopewouldn'thavesex

withme...Ifyouallowelderstouseyoufortheir

culturalbenefitsitwillbeyouwhowillsufferko

ntunglele2leHope.Ifyouthinkyou'llignore

whateverhedoesyou'rewrong...Onceyoubecome

hiswifeyou'llautomaticallyhopeandexpectalittle

bitbetter..

Rere:Idon'twanttotalktoyouaboutmy

relationshipwithHope...Iknowyouhaveacrush

onhimandifhewantedhewouldhavehadsex

withyou.Let'sjusttrytoformabondifit's

possible...Idon'thaveenoughtimeasafree

woman..



Ella:Ok,irespectthat...(sighed)So...Whatwasit

likegrowingupwithmama?Didsheloveyou?Was

shesweet?Tellmeabouther...

Rere:(smiled)Iknowwalkingawayfromusisbad

butthatwomanisverysweet...Shelovedme...If

thereisanythingiknowpainedheritwasdropping

outofschooltobeamother..Butshewaskind

heartedandshewasahardworker...Shecleaned

theyardaromegamolwapengadidimetse..

Ella:Didsheeversayanythingaboutourfather?

Rere:No,butshesaidweshouldn'ttrytofindout

becausewewillbehurtreallybadandwewillwish

wedidn'tknow..

Ellasadlylookedather,Rerereachedoverandheld

herhand...

Rere:Thankyouforcoming...I'mjustsosadthat

weshareHopeandwewillalwayshavedoubts

abouteverythingfromoneanother'smouths



Ellastoodupandtheyhugged...

Atthemall...

LateronAliciaparkedthecar,Hoperemovedthe

seatbeltandsteppedout...

Alicia:I'msorry...

Hope:Pleasedon'truinthingsformewithRain.

Alicia:Iwon't..Lewenaskabolelelaope.Ifyousay

anythingtoanyoneI'mgoingtotellthemwehadan

affairoryoutriedtorapemeandiwasafraidto

speak...Youknowwomenarealwaysbelievedover

meninthesecases...

Hopelookedatherwithoutawordandwalked

towardshiscarthenhegotinanddroveout.



AtRain'sHouse...

LateronRainlaidonthebedcomfortablyeating

snacksandwatchinganetflixseriesassheblushed

watchingherfavouritecouplereconciling...

Herdatecalledthenshelookedatthecallandthe

time,shesighedlazilyandcarriedonwatching.

HesentamessageviaWhatsAppthenshepicked

herphoneandreadthetoppartwithoutopeningthe

messagetoavoidgivinghimblueticks..

Him:Hi,I'mpullingintotheCafé.

Sheputitdownandcarriedoneatingandwatching,

herphonerangagainthensheleanedover

checkingitout...Itwasn'tHope,justRere!



Rain:Hello?

Rere:Hi,wantedtoletyouknowthatkeduleko

spatela,I'mstayingattheroyalhouse.

Rain:Whathappened?Ididn'tknowyou'resick

Rere:Iwasn'tsick...IhadafightwithHope,

Rain:Afight?

Rere:Yeah,Hopelosthistemperandiendedupin

thehospital.Itookafewpictures,pleasedon'tleak

them.Itwillbebadforhisimage.

Rain:Hopeisnotviolent...I'vedatedhimsincewe

werebothteenagers.Whenhegetsangryhe

leaves...Evenwhenhewasondrugsheneverbeat

me..Ifanythinghe'dfallcarryingmewhenheis

high,that'showigotinjuredmostofthetime.What

happened?

Rere:Heslappedmeandpunchedme...Iwas

unconsciousforadayandhewasscaredoutofhis

mind.Wehadafamilymeetingtodayandhe

apologised,thiseveninghisgrandfatheristaking



mebacktoHope'shousebecausehepromised

themitwon'thappenagain.Wearefocusingonthe

weddingandmycase...Thanksalotfortellinghim

thattime...Waitseheinstantlycalledalawyerand

uptonowthatlawyerisbuildingourdefence.

Rain:Whatwereyoufightingabout?

Rere:Hethoughtiwascheating...butdon'ttellhim

youknow.Idon'twanttoembarrasshim.

Rain:Isee,anywaysIhaveadatetogetreadyfor.

Rere:Youhaveadate?

Rain:Yeah...Bye

Rere:Bye

Shehungupandrepliedherdate.

Rain:Onmyway

Shesentthemessageandwalkedintheshower.



MeanwhileoutsideHopesteppedoutwithhisbath

setandknockedbeforewalkingin,thenanny

greetedhimashewalkedalongthepassageand

intothebedroom..

Heslowlypushedthedooropenandwalkedin,

therewasnoonebuttheshowerwasrunning.He

puthisbagonthebedthenhereachedforher

phoneandnoticedsomeonetyping,heclickedon

themessageandread.HetookoffhisTshirtand

clickedonthecameratakingapictureofhimself

andsentit.

Hope:Sorrydude,herboyfriendfoundyour

messages.Seethattatto?Wehave2kids.Go

searchforanotheryoungblackwoman.Don'teven

replybecauseI'llcomeoverthereandpunchyour

face.



Hesentthemessageanddeleteditfromthephone.

Reresentpicturesofherface,hedeletedthemand

repliedwithhispictures.

Hope:Ithoughtthiswasbetweenus.ButI'mgladi

knowyou.Iwon'tshowupontheweddingday.

Keepdestroyingmychanceswithher.

Theshowerstoppedrunningthenhequickly

deletedthemessagesandputdownherphone

beforeinnocentlylookingatherasshewalkedout

wrappingherselfwithatowel..

Hope:Hi,cametotakeashower..

Sheignoredhimwithaseriousfaceandsatbefore

thedressingtable...

Rain:Ok..



Hope:Areyouangrywithme?Yourfaceisscary...I

haven'tseenthatinalongtime.

Rain:I'mnotangrywithyou.Takeabathandgo,

andpleasedon'tforgetanythingthistime...

Hope:Ok,nowiknowyou'reangrywithme..What

didido?

Hestoodupandwalkedoverthenhesupported

himselfonthearmchairandlookedatheronthe

mirrorastheybothlookedatthemirror...

Hope:Whatdidido?

Rain:Nothing

Hope:Nothing?Really?Soifikissyourightnow

youwon'tslapme?Becauseihaveafeelingyou

would

Rain:Don'teventrythatshitonme...OmaakaHope,

marryingRereandbeatingherfortryingtomoveon?

Takinghertoyourparents?Getting-



HeturnedherfaceandFrenchkissedherthenhe

pickedherupandthrewheronthebed,heleaned

backtopullouthisTshirtandshecrawledaway,he

grabbedherlegandpulledheroverthenhelaidhis

heavybodyonherskissingherashismeatfell

betweenherlegsandgothardfromthelittle

warmthbetweenherlegs...

Sheslappedhim,hegrabbedbothofherarmsand

pinnedthemonthebedthenheleanedoverand

kissedherashiswaistgentlyrockedslippinghis

mushroomheadbetweenherfolds...

Hope:(whispered)sheislying...Wefoughtbecause

shewouldn'tleavemyhouse,I'mnotproudofwhat

ididbutiwantyou...JustyoualoneMrsMoilwa...

(kissedherbreathingheavily)Justyou...(caught

hisbreath)Justyou...



Shecaughtherbreathandclosedhereyesashe

kissedheragain...

Rain:(softly)Fuck...

Hope:(equallyhorny)Iknow...Iknow..

Rain:(wassheabouttolethim?)Fuck!

Sheliftedherheadandwatchedashedirectedhis

veinedblackthingbetweenherlegs,thedoor

openedandTsaronawalkedinrubbinghersleepy

eyes..HopejumpedandputapillowoverRain

beforepullinguphissweatpants..

Tsarona:Mama?

Hope:(caughthisbreathandclearedhisthroat)

Heybaby...

Tsarona:(raisedherarmsforhimtolifther)I'm

hungry...



Raingotundercoversandbrushedherhairoffher

facewatchingasHopepickedherupandwalked

outside.ShereachedforherphonebutHope

walkedinandgrabbeditwhilecarryinghisdaughter

ontheotherarm..

Rain:(laughed)Keeng?!

Hope:(smiled)You'renotleaving..Keeta.

Hewalkedoutwithherphoneandclosedthedoor..

*

*

*

*

*
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Inthekitchen...

Hopewalkedinshirtlessandhandedthemaid

Tsarona...

Hope:Sheishungry...

Her:Ok..

Hope:Trytokeepherawayfromhermom'sroom.

Her:Eerra...

Hewalkedoutandtookadeepbreathashegotin

thebedroomwhereRainwaswatchingherseries

onthelaptop.Heclosedthelaptopandputitaside

thenhegotinbedandlaidbetweenherlegsasthey

facedoneanother...

Rainlookedupathimastheireyeslocked,hisdic



twitchedbetweenherlegsandnowthatshe'dhad

timetothinkthethoughtofhimhavingherraw

broughtbackthemostterrifyingthingthatcanever

happen,pregnancy!Tsotlhe'spregnancywasso

badherheartpoundedatthethoughtofeverfalling

pregnant...

Rain:Wecan't...I'mnotoncontraceptives...

Hegentlycaressedhercheekwhilecalmlylistening

toheradmiringeverythingaboutherface,theway

herlipsmoved,thefeelingofhersmoothskinand

thesofttouchofherhairthenheslowlyleanedover

andkissedher...

Hope:I'llpullout...

Rain:Let'snotrisk...Besidesyoustillhavealotof

thingstosortout.Youdon'tneedababyonthe

way...Icertainlydon'tneedababyontheway..I'm

goingtohavemylastbornwithmyhusband,



whoeverhewillbe.

Hope:You'resayingitlikeyoudon'ttrustmypull-

outgame...Wecangetthemorningafterpill..

Rain:Hopeno...Idon'tknowwhatyoubeenupto.

Wehavetogettested...

Hekissedherandpulledhisbodyupwardspushing

hisdicheadbetweenherwetfolds,shetriedto

closeherlegswithhisbodybetweenthembutthe

tipofhisthingwasalreadybetweenherfolds

blockingherasherheartpounded...

Rain:Thisiswhyineverdropmyguardaroundyou

Hope...Wabonagoreobatagodirisadikgoka?

Ammeetaagobayapeloeoetsayangkaforce?

Hedesperatelylookedinhereyes,ofcoursehe

didn'twantitlikethisbutthewarmthonhistipjust

pulledhiminandithadbeenmonthssincehe'd

beenthisclosetoapussy,hemissedherpussy..



Hope:Caniputthetipinjusttofeelinsideyou?I

moveonceI'minside...

Shelookedupinhiseyes,hisvoicewasdifferent

now,kindofflatbutstillverydeep...Justtoosad

andshecouldfeelhislittleheartpoundingonher

breast...

Hope:(whispered)Please...Justthehead...

Rain:Ican't...You'renotthinking...Pleasentsha

beforeoraelesegaopushetsamoteng..

Hope:Babethemmakeakopa?Whatdoyouwant?

(panting)Takemyphoneandclearmyaccount

balancesketaabonagorekedirajangafter...

Please...I'vereachedapointofnoreturnnkaswaif

ontogelalikethis...

Hepushedalittlefurtherstretchingherentrance

withhismushroom.Sheflinchedpushinghischest



thoughhewastoostrongtomove...

Rain:Hope?Isaidno...

Hepulledoffandliftedhisbodythenheclosedher

legstogetherandshovedhisdicbetweenherthighs

thenhebeguntothrustbreathingdownherneck...

Rainputherarmsaroundhisshouldersandkissed

himashebreathedheavily,howshemissedthis...

Hearinghisheavybreathingandfeelinghis

musclesinherhands,hepinnedhiselbowjustover

hershoulderwithhischestoverherfaceandshe

staredathernametattooedonhischestthefurther

hethrustthemorethetiptappedherpussy,she

turnedhereyesandmoaned...

Heleanedbackandkneltbetweenherlegsashe

placedhislipsonherclîtandgentlyflickedherwith

histongue,sheturnedhereyescurlinghertoes



thenhelaidoverherandplacedhismushroom

headoverherclîtrubbingit,shebegunmovingher

waistdesperatelysearchingforhispenetration...

Uhfučk!Itwaswrong....Itwaswrongbuttheir

breathinggotheavierandheavier,heslippedup

anddownherfoldsandsmackedhismeatonhers

andcarriedonthrustingthethighs..

Shegrabbedhisdicasitfilledherhandthenshe

placeditrightatherentrance,hecarefullyturnedits

directionsohecouldslipupandnotinsideheras

herfleshspasmed...

Rain:(tearfully)Ican'tbutiwantto...Iwantto...(he

spedupthrustingherclît)Iwaaaanttoo....Uh...Uh...

Tearsrolledatthecornersofhereyesashekissed

herandflickedherwithhismushroomheaduntil

herbodyconvulsed,shegrabbedhisbicepsand

vibratedmovingherwaisttowardsthedic,buthe

keptitawayfromherentranceflickingherasshe



gushed,soonhefelthisbloodrushingandliftedhis

mushroomheadfromherclîtandstrokedhimself

overherstomach,thefirstshotlandedonthepillow

ashegrantedheavily..Shemovedhishandand

strokedhimashegotevenweakerholdingher

tightlyandshakingashedroppedhisheadtoher

neckandgentlybitheruntilthelastdrop...

Hegrabbedhertowelthenhecollapsedbesidesher

staringattheceilingforasecondjustdigesting

everythingthenheflippedoverandkissedher,he

gotoffthebedandgrabbedherhandthenthey

walkedintheshowerwhereheputtheshowercap

overherhairandturnediton.Hestoodbehindher

astheirbodystuckthenhehuggedherfrombehind

andgentlywashedher...

Sheturnedaroundandkissedhimashegratefully

kissedherback,shereachedoverandgently

washedhisdicashewatchedheradmiringly...Mrs

Moilwastillhadgentlehands,hereachedoverfor



chinandpulleditupkissingher...SweartoGodher

beingshortturnedhimonmorethansheknew...

MadehimfeellikealittleGod..

Theykissedandtookthelongestshowerever,even

afterscrubbingoneanotherandwashingoffthe

soaptheystoodthereholdingeachotheruntilthe

warmwaterfinishedinthegeyserandcoldwater

cameout...Rainjumpedandaroundusinghimasa

shieldthenheturnedoffthewaterastheylaughed.

Theydriedthemselvesthenhepickedherupand

carriedhertothebedwherehelaidherdownand

joinedher...

Hope:Canwetalk?

Rain:Yes...Startwithgivingmeallthemoneyin

youraccounts,boHopeletaaswakenopa.

Hope:Akereneontima...



Theylaughedoutloudashekissedherandtangled

theirhandstogether...

Hope:I'mjustaskingoutofcuriosity...What'syour

dreamwedding?

Rain:Paidmagadibecauseithinkmyfather

deservesthatrespectandtokenofappreciation..

Hope:Definitely..Hedoes..

Rain:Yeah...(laughed)Thoughidon'tseehimever

agreeingtomarrymeofftoyou

Hope:(laughed)Idon'tblamehim...Thepoorguy

tried..

Rain:Yeah..AftermagadiithinkI'mfinewitha

smallceremony...Justfamilyandfriends,wegoto

signandthenI'mtakentomyinlaws..Formethe

mostimportantthingismagadiandonlybecause

ofmyfather,ifhewasn'tthereI'dsayI'mgood

gettingmarriedwithoutmagadi...Idon'twantabig

wedding...Iwantaweddingwithlessthan20

peopleor50atleast,leyoneweddinggownI'mnot



passionateaboutit...I'mfinewithanicedesigner's

dressthathasaveil..What'syourdreamwedding?

Hope:Idefinitelywanttopaymagadi...Itnever

meantanythingtomeuntilyourdad...Heisthekind

thatdeservestherespectandalltheapologiesin

theworld.Yolelehankagochargiwagothoka

bothoiwon'tevencomplain...AfterthatI'dreally

liketoseeyouwalkingdownIsleovertome...I've

alwayspicturedyouinagown...Itwouldbeeven

betterifyourdadhandsyouovertome.I'malso

curiousgolaiwabutidon'twantitdonebytheroyal

houseiwanttheMoilwa'sgontayabecauseonthat

sideofmyfamilywehaveprinciples..My

grandfatherhadonewifeandnevercheated...I

wishhewasheresohecouldtellmehowhe

managedbuttherestofthefamilyislikethat.They

havelonglastingmarriages...That'swhyKatlohas

neverbeeninascandal.KoorehelatheMoilwa's

arepeacefuliftheroyalfamilypushesthemaside

theypeacefullystepback.

Rain:IrememberMrMoilwa...Nealegentlegore...

LeGauta...



Hope:Yeah...Mdalahanealetengnkabea

nnyedisitsegorenakoenekeimisitsekahalekaha,

negagonyewastraight..Pluspapakaha,yoenene

agonnyedisahelamonkarekengwana.

Theylaughedoutloudthentherewasaknock..

Maid:I'mgoing,myboyfriendisatthegate.Iput

thegirlstosleep

Rain:Eemma,thankyou.Goodnight

Maid:Goodnight.

Shewalkedawayandtheybothtookadeepbreath

stilllayingineachothersarms..

Rain:Ihavetogolockthedoor..

Hope:I'lllockit..



Hegotoutofbedandwenttothemaindoorwhere

helockedupanddrunkwaterinthekitchen,he

checkedonthekidsandTsaronahadkickedoffher

blanketsasusual,justlayingthereacrossthebed,

hefixedherandcoveredherupthenhewalkedto

theirbedroom..

Hope:Ngwanawagagotheodramatic,ifsheisn't

pussyblockingmesheissleepingfunny...Onetime

ifoundhersleepingonthefloorafterstealingbaby

formulaaekoma...

Raindidn'trespondthenhenoticedshehaddozed

off,heswitchedoffthelightsandcuddledher

beforedozingoffhimself...

AtElla'sHouse...

ThenextmorningDallasuncleandaunthelpedElla

putherfather'sthingsinthecar...



DallassatonthestoopwithCJstandingbesides

him...

Ella:Papaitstimetogo...

Dallasstoodupandhuggedher...

Ella:IpromiseI'llkeepcheckingonyou.Yourhelper

willstarttomorrow.

Dallas:Ok...

HehuggedCJonelasttimebeforeputtinghim

downandgettinginthecarwiththesestrangers,as

muchasEllahadexplainedwhothey'reitstillfelt

horribletobeleavingwithstrangers.Ellahanded

heruncleP500...



Ella:It'sforthefuel..Hishelperwillstarttomorrow.

Uncle:Okmygirl..Thiswillbesoeasybecausehe

hasahelper,gasemorwalo...ontopofthathehad

builtourmotherahouseandsheislate.It'sonly

rightthatheusesitanytimeheneedsaplaceto

stay.

Ella:Thankyou..

Auntie:Travelsafelyngwanaka...Atleastourfamily

namewillbeheardingoodthings...You'rea

blessingtoourfamily.

Ella:Thankyou...

Theydroveoffasshepickedhersonandwalkedin

thehousewherethehelperwasstillpackingsome

oftheirthings..

Ella:Iwantyoutokeepthatchestofdrawers...I

don'tneeditplusthatoneroomisgoingtobefull.

Nanny:OhmyGod!Thankyou!You'vegivenmea

lotofthings...ThemmawenantsaareyeGabs



rothe?

Ella:(laughed)ItoldyouI'lltakeyou

Nanny:Idon'ttrustyou...Peoplewillsnatchmy

goodbossaway

Ella:Cjisusedtoyousoican'tgetadifferent

personbuthewillbeinMaunforafewmonthsuntil

I'vesettledinGabs.I'lltalktoCj'sfathersoyoucan

takecarehimathishousebuttheproblemwithhim

isthathehashisownmaidthatheshareswiththe

motherofhistwodaughters.Maidwatengoba

berekabothe

Nanny:Katswaajamadi

Ella:(laughed)Gatwesheispaid5K

Nanny:(gasped)What?!

Ella:(laughed)Yeah..Extrakeyagoreonweekends

allkidsgotherethat'swhyshegets2.5Kandhe

hasabighouse...SodoesRain..Gapebonebana

lemadihelaingeneral.

Nanny:Ineverthoughtthereisamaidthatgets

paid5K..Evenifsheworkstwohomesobviously



kogorragweCJkeextrahelabecauseduringthe

weekhedoesn'thavechildren..

Ella:Buthishouseishuge...Ithasupstairsandshe

cleans,butshedoesn'tworkeverydaysoeneoja

madi.I'lltalktohimaboutyougongweketago

bonelapiecejob

Nanny:Thankyou..

Atruckparkedoutsideandtheguysjumpedoutto

carrythefurnituresinthetruck...

AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningReredrovethroughthegateand

parkedinfrontofthehouse.Shesteppedout

holdingthesparekeysnotsurewhichonewasfor

thealarm..

Shewalkedbacktothecarandtookouther



daughterthenshewalkedbacktothedoorlooking

attheremotetryingtofigureoutwhichbuttonto

press,ormaybeshecouldjustcallRain...Butthen

itseemedHopespentthenightthereandhe

wouldn'tbehappytofindoutshetookhisspare

keys.

Shepressedthegreenbuttonandnothing

happenedthenshepressedtheunlockedpadlock

ontheremote,thesecurityscreenrequiredapin

andsheguessedaccordingtohisATMpinheonce

gavehertoswipefortheirdaughter.Itwasrejected,

shetriedRain'sbirthday,itwasrejectedthenshe

triedhers...Theloudalarmwentoff,Pillarjumped

andfelldowncryingasthealarmhurttheirears

,shescratchedherearsandbentoverpickingher

daughterasthegatecloseditself..Shehurriedto

thecarandtriedtodriveoutbuteventhegate

remotewouldn'tworknow...

AtRain'sHouse...



MeanwhileHopeputthebreakfastonthetable

besidethebedthenhegotdressedandwalkedout..

HegotinthecaranddroveoffashissecurityApp

reportedanintrusion,beforehecouldclickonthe

camerathesecuritycompanycalledandhepicked..

Hope:Hello?

Securitycompany:MrMoilwa,therehasbeen3

attemptstoenteryoursecuritycodeandtheywere

allwrong.Thealarmwentoffandtheelectricity

fencehasbeenactivated,fromourcamerasthis

sideitsawomanwithachild...Lookslikeoneof

yourdaughtersbutwecan'trecognisethewoman

inthefootagebecauseofthebandageorwhatever

shehason.Wewantedtoconfirmifitsjustfamily

beforewesendourguysthereorengagethepolice.

Hope:Givemeaminute

Security:Alright.



Hehungupandclickedonthesurveillance,from

Pillar'sfallhecouldonlyimaginetheloudnoiseof

thealarmsohequicklydisengagedthealarmthen

hecalledthem.

Voice:MrMoilwa

Hope:You'reright,it'smydaughterandhermother.

I'lltakecareofit..

Voice:Thankyou...

HehungupandtextedRere.

Hope:Idisengagedthealarm,pleasedon'teverdo

thattomydaughter.Thatalarmistooloudandit

coulddamagehereardrum.Gakeitsegoreobata

kereng.

Heangrydroppedthephoneonthepassengerseat



anddroveoff...

AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningHopewalkedin,Pillarran

towardshimandhesmiledpickingherup..

Hope:Hibigsister...Daddymissedyou..

Hetickledherandshelaughedlayingherheadon

hisshoulder,hekissedheronthecheekandputher

downthenheswitchedtheTVonforherand

walkedinthekitchenwhereRerewascooking..

Hope:Howdidyougetinhere?

Rere:Pleasenotnow..

Hetookadeepbreathandfoldedhisarmsleaning



againstthecounter...

Hope:Rereobatagorekerengnemma?Relwe

gape?

Rere:ThistimeI'mreportingyou...

Hesighedandwalkedoutdiallingthepolice...

Police:Maunpoliceservices...mayihelpyou.?

Hope:Hi,I'vejusthadadisputewiththemotherof

mychild...Shewon'tleavemyhouse,wrdon'tshare

itandshejustshowedup.Canyouhelpescorther

out?

Voice:Youwantustotellyourbabymamatoleave?

Hope:Yes

Voice:Can'tyoutellher

Hope:I'vealreadydonethat..Sherefused

Voice:Aomonna,mosadioganelelamontungand



youdon'tknowhowtotellhertoleave,(laughed)

elegoreonyatsegagolekae?Howoldareyou?Is

sheyoursugarmama?

Hopecutthecallandwalkedbackinthehouse,he

gotinthebathroomandshoweredthenhechanged

hisclothes...

Hewalkedinthelivingroomwithabrushand

brushedhisdaughter'shairthenhecarriedherto

thekitchenwherehepickedafruitforher..

Hope:I'mgoingtotheoffice.

Rere:Ok..

Pillar:Byemommy

Rere:Kissmommy!

Hopeturnedaroundforhertokisshermother..



Pillar:(laughed)Kissdaddy!

Hopeleanedoverandkissedheronthecheek,Pillar

clappedhandsashewalkedoutcarryingher...

AttheTekoMoilwa'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningHopesteppedoutandclosedthe

door,hewalkedtowardshislategrandparents

housewhereheruncleandauntweresittinghaving

tea...

MeanwhiletheunclerecognisedHopeanditwas

almostlookingatChance..Hestoodupstillholding

hiscupoftea..

Uncle:Hope?MyGodthisboyissogrown!



Heputdowntheteaandmethimhalfwayacross

theyard,Hopeburiedhimselfintohisuncle'sarms

astheoldmantookPillar...

Him:Isthisoneofthemanychildrenihearyou're

manufacturingattheroyalhouse?

Hope:(laughedembarrassed)Ionlyhave4

children..

Him:That'salotforsomeonewhodoesn'thavea

wife...Childrenneedastablehome..Moneydoesn't

raiseachild,I'veseenbrokenchildrenwhodidn't

lackmoneybutstabilityandparentalattention..

Theytooktheirseatsashegreetedthegreatgrand

aunt...

Aunt:Mothootshwanarragwebatho!Hopebatho!



Hesmiledsittingonthechair,itwouldn'tbethemif

theydidn'tstareathimandtalkaboutChance

Moilwa.

Uncle:Howareyou?

Hope:(smiled)I'mfine...Uncleicametoyou

becauseiwanttogetmarried...Myfatherwasa

Moilwa,hewasraisedbyTekoandGautauntilhe

wasgrown...Herefusedtochangehisnametothe

royalnameandhediedaMoilwaleavingmewith

mygrandparents,theyraisedmeuntiltheydied

leavingmehere...Iknowyouallowedtheroyals

becauseyoudidn'twanttodealwithhavingto

disagreewiththembutithinkitwillbeaninsultto

myfather,mymotherwhodiedMrsMoilwaandmy

grandparents...Gaiseketsalwekebalapala

bogosisoiamaMoilwa...Kekopagorelempatele

mosadi..HernameisRain,sheisthemotherofmy

twochildren...Kebatagonyalahelakahatsamaiso

gakebategochata...Kebataagorosiwaabeke

laiwagonneleseritiandiwon'tdothatwithoutyou

uncle.You'retheonlyfatherihave...



*

*

*

*
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AttheMoilwafamily...

Uncle:Wellyou'rerightaboutonething...Your

meetingsshouldbeheldherebutI'llhavetoinvite

theroyalfamilybecauseasmuchastheyhaven't

donetherightthingofpayingmagadiandtaking

youtotheirnameweallknowtheywantedtoyou

justdidn'twanttoleavetheMoilwaname..

Hope:Iknow...Butyouhavethepowerandyou



controlmynegotiationsright?

Uncle:Yes...Butbeforewegetintobringingyoua

wifeineedtoknowwhatyourintentionsarewith

theotherchildren,whatabouttheothertwochildren?

Backthenwewouldencourageyoutobringthemto

yourfamilynameandgivethemwhat'stheirbefore

buildingwithyourwifebecausewewouldn'twant

fightsbetweenyouandyourwife...Stepchildren

haveatendencytostresswives.What'syourplan?

Hope:Iamnotbringingthemhomebecauseidon't

wantmywifetodealwithstepchildrenondaily

basis.EverychildwillstaywiththeirmotherandI'll

supportthem,unlessthiscomesfrommywife

suggestingwetaketheminiwon'tevenbringitup

becauseshewillfeelcompelledtodoit.Idon'twant

hertobesurroundedwithlotsofchildrenandend

uplosingheryouthwheneachmothercanbe

responsiblefortheirownchildren.Asforthe

propertyI'vealreadygivenallmychildrentheir

sharesowhateverI'mgoingtohavefromherewill

beformyselfandmywifeandiwillmakeitvery

specificinmywillbecauseiknowthatihaveone



babymamawhoisirresponsible.Onedayshewill

showupandsayherdaughterwasn'tgiven

anything...I'llbeready..

Uncle:Whatdidyougivethem?

Hope:Theyshouldallhaveplots...Wellthreehave

plots,theotherone'smothermisusedthemoney.

Uncle:Ok...Iamimpressedifyou'vemanagedto

giveeachchildaplot.Nowineedtoknowifyou

haveaplacewhereyou'lltakeyourwife

Hope:(laughed)Uncle!

Uncle:(laughed)Iknowyourfatherandyourmother

hadtwohomesandafarmhousebutwhoknows

maybeyousoldit.Besidesthesearrthequestions

elderswillaskme..Ineedtoknowifyouhavea

placeforyourwifetostayin.

Hope:Ihavemybothofmyparentshousesand

theyhavetenantsbutihavemyownhouse...I

didn'twanttostayinanyofthehousesigrewupin

becausetheyhavetoomanymemories.

Uncle:Perfect...Tellmeaboutthefamilywewillbe



dealingwith

Hope:Sheisadaddy'sgirl,hepaidmagadiforher

whenshewasalittlegirlsothat'swhereweare

going..Butihavetoconfess...Himandiarenoton

speakingterms...Itwasmyfault...Idon'teven

knowifhewillacceptmagadi.IcheatedonRain

andhewasdealingwithit,hetriedtalkingtome

andiwasjusthighinmyego..

Uncle:Ok...I'llbedealingwiththeeldersbutdome

afavourandgoapologisetothismaninperson.

Tellhimyouneedhisblessingbeforeyoucanask

forhisdaughter'shandinmarriage..

Hope:Heisgoingtopunchmeorchasemeaway...

Heisangrywithme...I'vehurthisdaughterreally

bad...KoorehelaRainisanicepersonidon'teven

deserveasecondchance...Thatmanwon'tever

blessme

Uncle:That'swhyyoumustputaneffortinyour

apologybecausewhatiknowaboutagirl'sfamilyif

theydon'twantyoutomarrytheirdaughterthey

won'tsaynobuttheywillkeepsayingwewillget



backtoyouuntilayearpasses.Youaskfor

feedbacktheysaythesamethingjustlikethat...

Believemewhenisayifthatmandoesn'ttrustyou

hewon'tacceptyourmagadi...Tabegosetsegore

leinyadise

Hope:Iwantaproperwedding

Uncle:Thengofacethatmanbeforewegothere..

Hope:OK..

Uncle:Canigiveyouatip?Thebestwaygoroba

mothoyootetsengbogaleditokollokegomorekela

sengweseasethokangthata...Sorrygaatehelaale

sesolo..Othabologilewaaitsedilotse..

Hesmiledthoughtfullyandnodded...

Uncle:Butdon'tgowithhighhopes,hemightjust

kickyououtwithwhateveritis..

Theylaughedoutloud...



AtMike'sHouse...

LateronMikefinishedfixinghiscarandclosedthe

bonnetwithgreasyhands,hewipedhishandsand

startedthecarasitmadecontinuousnoise.His

wifesteppedoutandwalkedover....

Her:Can'tyousellthisdeadthing?Wealreadyhave

acar

Mike:Hondafitisnotacar...Hiluxisahighquality

car...Avanislife...

Her:AndwhenRainsaidyoushouldsellthisand

allowhertotopyousoshecanbuyyouacarthat

doesn'tstoponthemiddleoftheroadyousaidno.

Mike:Rainhaskids...Sheshouldsavehermoney

forthem.Thiscarisfine...

Hestarteditagainbutnowtherewasnosoundat



all,hisphonerangthenherubbedhishandand

picked...

Mike:Hello?

Voice:Goodafternoon,thisisMichaelfromJames

Autos.Wejustwantedtoletyouknowthatwehave

receivedpaymentforyourhiluxbutyou'llhaveto

comedownhereandchoosethengiveusdetailsto

goregisteritforyoubeforeyoucollectit.

Mike:Ididn'tsendyouany-

Voice:Someonepaidforyou.

Mike:(smiled)Ithinkiknowwhosheis.I'llbethere

soon.

Voice:Thankyou..

Hehungupandsmiledathiswife...

Mike:Thisgirlpaidformycar...Ican'tbelieveshe

didthis..



Her:You'reagoodfather...

Hechangedhisclothesandtheygotintheirlittle

carbeforedrivingoff...

AtRain'sHouse..

MeanwhileRainstoodbythecounterchopping

vegetables,herphonerangthenshepicked...

Rain:Hi..

Rere:Whenareyougoingtocheckonme?

Rain:I'llcheckonyouwhenifindtime

Rere:Ok,I'matHope'shousenow.Heleftawhile

agowithPillar...

Rain:Isee..

Rere:Yeah...So,what'sgoingonbetweenyoutwo?

Itseemslikeyou'reavoidingme.



Rain:I'mjustbusy

Rere:Ok...CanyoutellmeifHopetriesthis

polygamythingagain?Hekissedmethismorning

likenothinghappened..

Rain:IfyouguysarereallythatgoodIthinkyou

shouldconfronthimandnotinvolveme.

Rere:I'maskingyoubecauseisuspecthespenta

nightwithyoubutI'mwonderingifyou'dnenaive

enoughtothinkthiswouldwork.Hopedoesn'tand

hasneverrespectedyou...Iamtheonewhoalways

askedforyoubecausehewasveryrudetoyou...

Rememberthetimeyousaidhejustpulledoutof

youandleftyouhangingandhorny?Howabout

whenhetookmonthswithouttouchingyou

becausehedidn'tfeelyou...Whenhewouldsleep

outwhenitwasyourturnandyou'dcalleverynight

cryingwonderingwhereheis?I'venever

experiencedsuchdisrespectbutifieverdididon't

knowifI'dbeOKwithsuch...IfHopeissleeping

withbothofusyouhavetowonderifhehasreally

changedorheisnowtakingadvantageofthefact

thatwearenotascloseasweusedtobe.Didhe



spendanightwithyou?

Raintookadeepbreathandsighedfrustratedly..

Rain:Yah,hewashere...

Rere:Thenhekissesmeinthemorning...weare

gettingmarried,didhetellyou?Orheliedlikemost

marriedmanandsaidhewasbeingforced?

Rain:Mothowamodimotsayamonnawagago,i

didn'tforceHopetospendanight.Inolongerwant

tobepartofthis..

Rere:Canicomeoverandtalktoyou?Weneedto

talk..

Rain:Ok,I'mhome.

Rere:Ok,I'mcoming.

Shehungupandcontinuedchopping,nowshe

wasn'tsurewhowastellingthetruthandwhowas

lying,butthenthiswasHope...Wouldhejustshare



ahousewithapussyandnottouchit?Nothing

madesense...

AttheAutoshop..

MeanwhileMikewalkedaroundtheshopand

stoppedatthehiluxhelovedandtriedtoopenit..

Mike:Thiswilldo...Idon'twantanexpensiveone.I

don'twantmydaughterindebts..

Assistant:Ok..

HewhistledthenHopewalkedoverwiththekeys

whileMikewasbusylookingatthecar,heputhis

handsonthewindowandlookedinsidegrinning..

Hope:Hereyougo...



Withoutlookinghegrabbedthekeysandunlocked

itthenhesatinsideandheldthesteeringwheel

withonelegout...

Hopestoodbysmilingasheandthewifelookedat

oneanothersmiling...

Hope:Thereissomethingineedtotellyou..

Mikestoppedsmilingandturnedhisheadlooking

athim.

Hope:Foryearsyou'vewatchedmeloveand

respectyourdaughter...Youwerelikeasecond

fathertome.Youevenallowedmetohave

sleepoversinyourhousewhenwewereteenagers

becauseyoutrustedme.MyloveforRainnever

stoppedbutigottemptedonthewayandihurt

her...Iknowshemeanstheworldtoyouandithurt

youtoo...I'vefoundmyselfagainandiwanttodo



right.Idon'tcarehowmanytimesyouchaseme

awayorpunchmeiwon'tstopapologisingbecause

irespectyouandneedyou.Rainhasforgivenme

andiwanttoaskhertomarryme...Ihaven'tsaid

anythingtoheryet...Owantedyourblessingfirst

beforeicanaskher...Thiscarisanapology...

Pleasedon'tbeoffendedandthinkI'mbribingyou..

IwantRainalone...Gakebateopegape...please

allowmetomarryyourdaughter...

Hesteppedoutofthecarandsighedlookingat

Hope...

Mike:Istillwanttopunchyou...Lasttimeafteryou

leftiregrettednotpunchingyouontheface...But

thenwhocaneverrejectanapologythatcomes

withaHilux...

Hopesmiled..



Mike:Butifyouhurtmydaughteriwillshootyou...I

haveashotgun

Hope:(smiled)Iknow...Thankyou..

Mike:IhopeIwon'tregretthis..

Hope:Youwon't...

Mikeopenedhishandandtheyshookhands

smilingbeforehepulledhimoverastheybumped

shoulders...

AtRain'sHouse...

LateronRerewalkedinandheadedtothekitchen

whereRainwasservingthefood,shesatonthe

kitchenstoolandputherelbowsoverthetable..

Rere:Hi..

Rain:Hey...



Raincoveredherfoodandputthemasidethenshe

pulledoutglassesandpouredthreejuicesand

anotherinthebaby'sbottle

Sheputherchildren'sjuicesandfoodinthetray

andwalkedoutleavingtwooftheirglassesonthe

counter..

Rain:Givemeaminutetogivethesetwothenwe

cantalkwhileeating.

Rere:Sure..

Rainwalkedout,Rerereachedinherbraand

pouredaliquidintotheotherdrinkthenshemixed

withherfingerandpickedtheothercleandrinkand

sippedasRainwalkedbackin...

Rain:Let'sgoandeat..



Theyeachpickedtheirplateandglassofdrink

walkingouttothediningroomwheretheysatdown

andbeguneating..

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...

Rerepickedherglassandtookasipbeforecarrying

onslicinghersteakandeating.Rereslicedher



meatintotinypiecesandate..

Rere:So...Whatisheplanning?Tomarryyouas

well?

Rain:No,hehasn'taskedmetomarryhim...

Rere:Buthesleptwithyou?

Sheputherforkdownandputherhandsunderthe

tablerubbingherhandsfightingofftheanxiety

creepingin...

Rain:Look...Likeitoldyou...Hopeandidon'thave

anythingserious..ThelastthingIwantisdrama.

Youcantakehisthingsandleave...Totathistime

aroundidon'twanttobesodeepintothisthatiend

upforgettingtotakecareofmyself.

Rere:Butyouallowedhimtospendanightknowing

hewaswithme...Seethat'swhatidon't

understand..Youlikeactinglikeyoudon'twant

Hopeyetyouknowyou'retryingtoplayme.



Rememberwhenwebothlefthimanditoldyoui

knowyou'lltakehimback?

Rain:Andyetyou'retakinghimbacktoo?

Rere:(boiling)Heemmabetweenmeandyouwho

wasdisrespected?Youwereintherelationship

becauseiallowedyou..Ifiwantediwouldhave

kickedyououtbecausehedidn'twanttocometo

yourhouse.Heabandonedyou..

Rain:Idon'twanttofight...Isaidyoucantakehim,i

don'twanthimifheisstillthesameman.Hisbriefs

andvestareinthebedroom..

Rerelookedatherfoolglassandnoticedshewasn't

eatinganymore,probablylosingherappetiteand

gettingintimidatedorscared...

Rere:(tookadeepbreath)I'msorry...Ididn'tmean

tocomeoutlikethat...Iamfrustratedtoo...I'm

dealingwithalot...Iamscaredaboutmycase,i

mightlosemyhouse,ihearmycousinsare



breakingintomyhouseatnighttostealandsellmy

things.Iwishihadaplacetotakeeverything...I

orderedequipmentformybusinessbutthelady

whoordereditformeismakingexcuses...She

camehighlyrecommendedsoIdidn'tthinkshe'ddo

thattome...TheonlythingIhaveisHopeandnow

you'retakinghimawayfrommetoo...

Rain:I'mnottakingHopefromyou...Ididn'tknow

youwereactuallyseeingeachother.Hetoldmehe

doesn'twantyouandyou'rerefusingtoleavethe

house...Hetoldmetheeldersareforcinghimto

marryyou.

Rain:Allmarriedmensaythat...Heislying...

Shefinishedherfoodanddrinkthenshestoodup

andwalkedinthekitchen,Rainleanedoverandate

herfoodasHopewalkedin,heleanedoverand

kissedherbutRaintiltedherheadawayand

pushedhishead..

Rain:Don'tdothat...Tswamogonna..



BeforehecouldaskPillarwalkedincrying...

Pillar:(crying)Tsaronaisnotsharinghedrink...

Hopegrabbedthedrinkonthetableandhandedher,

Pillarhelditwithbothhandsandtookasipthen

sheturnedandwalkedawaysippingagain.

Hope:What'sgoingon?

Rerewalkedoutofthekitchenholdinganother

glassofjuice,shestoppedandlockedeyeswith

Hopethenshenoticedthedrinkwasgone,and

Pillardisappearedbehindthewallheadingtothe

sittingroomholdingsomething..

Shewalkedpastthemandpacedtothelivingroom

whereshetriedtograbthedrink,Pillarheldittightly



turningaroundasitspilled..

Pillar:No!

Rere:TisaP,takethisoneisfull...Take...

ShehandedherafullglassandgrabbeditasHope

turnedlookingather...

Hope:Didyoudrinkthatjuice?

RainstoodupandlookedatRereasshewalked

over..

Rain:Keeng?

Hope:Nothing...(lookedatRereassheapproached)

Rerefinishthatjuice..

Rerestoppedstillholdingtheglass..



Hope:Finishthatjuice...

Rere:Kenwematheangwana?

Hope:Karefinishthedrink...I'mnotplaying,nwa

drinkeooehetse..

ReretriedtowalkbybutHopegrabbedherarmand

tookthejuice,hegrabbedherbytheneckand

pressedheragainstthetableasRainsteppedback

fromthecommotionthenhesteppedoneachofher

feetwithhisbootssquashinghertoes..

Hope:Openyourmouth...

Rere:Hopewampolaakana..

Hegrabbedhercheeksforcefullytryingtoopenher

mouthasshestruggledpushinghim,thechildren

heardthethuddingandchairsfallingandwalkedin,

theystoodthereshakingasHopepressedher



cheeksopeninghermouth...

Rain:(angrily)Hopestopitotshosabana,kantele

diraeng?Legoneletoolwelamogame

Rere:(grantedwithhishandpressingherjawsopen)

Hou-ge-oo-ee!

RainpushedthechildrenoutandasHopebrought

theglassoverRere'sfacewhileshelaidonher

backonthetabletryingtoblockwithonearm...she

managedtoshakeherheadandclosehermouthas

herheartpounded...

Rere:HopethistimeI'mgoingtoreportyou,istill

havebruisesfromlasttimeI'mstillswollen

Hope:Karefinishthisdrink...Whycan'tPillardrink

itifRainwasgoingtodrinkitsittingnexttoyou?

Rere:IhavetotakePillartothehospital,sheis

allergictopineapple



Hope:Sincewhen?OtaalelakanaOrefe.

Hepouredthedrinkoverherface,shegraspedas

someofitspilledinthroughhernose,shemanaged

toslaptheglassoffhishandandspitrubbingoff

herfacethenshekickedhimbetweenthelegs,

Hopeturnedaroundwithaslapandshefellonthe

floorasheslowlysatonthechairandleanedover

thetableaspainfromhisballsrushedthroughhis

wholebody.Rainwalkedbackinandstopped

lookingatHope..

Rain:AreyouOK?

Hope:(angrily)Otsilegonyelahaketswahawena

Orefe...(grunted)Fuck!

Tsaronaranbackintheroomscreaming...

Tsarona:MamaPillariscoughingblood!Come,

thereisbloodcomingoutofhernosetoo!Come



andsee...

ReretookoffherheelsandranoverasRain

followedher,Hoperemainedparalysedonthechair.

Rain'sheartpoundedasshestoppedatthedoor

lookingatPillarcoughing,runningoutofbreathand

spittingbloodonthecarpet.Rerepickedher

daughterandranoutcarryingherasRainfollowed

herconfused...

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...

Rereputherdaughterinthecaranddroveoffas

RainstoodbylookingatPillarwheezingstruggling

tobreathe.Sheturnedaroundandwalkedbackto

thehousewhereshecleanedupthebloodandsent

thechildrenoutside...

Tsarona:WhyisPillarcoughingblood?

Rain:Idon'tknowbabe...Goandplay...I'llcallyou..

Tsaronahuggedherlittlesisterfrombehind

squeezinghertummyashecarriedherouttothe

swings.Rainwalkedovertothediningroomwhere

Hopefinallystoodup...

Hope:(angrily)Whyissheinyourhouse?Seewhat

justhappened?Shetriedtopoisonyou!

Rain:Ididn'tknowshe'ddothisbutifanyoneisto



blameforthisit'syoubecauseyou'regivingher

falsehopeandmarryingher,pleaseleavemyhouse!

Thisisthekindofdramaiwasavoiding..You'll

neverchangeHope,you'restillthesameman...

Kantewhydoyoutakemefor?

Hope:I'veexplainedeverythingtoyoubutyoustill

choosetobelieveheroverme...whichisfine,i

guessidon'tdeservetobetrustedbutdoyoueven

realisewhatcouldhavehappenedhadinotwalked

inthroughthatdoor?Youcouldhavediedthen

whatwouldidowithtwokids?

Rain:Ididn'tthinkshe'dgothatfar..

Hope:That'stheproblem,youdon'tthink...You

neverthink...Iambusyfightingtobewithyoubut

youwon'tevenmeethalfway-

Rain:Heidon'teventrythat,iwon'tfighttobewith

you...Ifyouwantmeyouhavetoworkveryhardto

getmebecauseiwasbusypoppingyourbabies

whenyouweresleepingaround,it'syouwhochose

tocheatwithRereandevencheatwithElla...you're

thereasonwe'rehere...Youbroughtthiswoman



intoourlives...Youhaveembarrassedandilook

stupidbecauseyoucouldn'tbefaithfuleventurned

yourselfintoVendachiefandwantedalotofwives

ontirileSusan...Youdestroyedeverybitofmeand

ifI'mindangerit'sbecauseofyourselfishnessand

it'syourresponsibilitytoprotectmefromheras

well.

Hehuggedherasshepushedhimangrilybuthe

heldhertightlyandpushedherheadonhischest..

Hope:I'msorry....I'msorry...

Rain:Shesaysyoukissedherinthemorninglike

nothinghappened...Thatyou'regettingmarriedand

-

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhetookadeep

breathwiththeirlipsclosetooneanother..

Hope:Sheisdelusional...I'mnotmarryingher...I



amfixingmylifeyesandit'stooearlytosharemy

planswithyoubecauseI'mcoveringallthebasis

andidon'twanttostressyouwithlittledetailsbuti

amnotthemaniwas...Iwon'thurtyou.Iswearon

myfather'sgraveihavenootherwomaninmy

heartbutyou.Iamfixingmylifeandputting

everythingbackintrack...Pleasegivemethe

benefitofthedoubt...Holdonalittlelonger...I

knowyoudon'ttrustmeandit'sok...(touchedher

cheeklookinginhereyes)It'soknottotrustmebut

canyoulookafteryourself?Canyoulookaftermy

kids...Mykidsimeanourdaughters...Babangwe

they'renotyourresponsibilityandIdon'twant

anyoneelsehereuntilfurthernotice....Idon'twant

asituationwherebykaitharabologelwathenilose

you...Please...(cuppedherfaceandswallowed)

PleasestayawayfromOrefeoranyoneinvolvedin

thistriangle...Canyoudothatmommy?Ifnotfor

meforourbabies

Shenoddedthenhebroughtherfacecloserand

kissedherbeforehuggingherthenheletgoand



sighedashishandsdroppeddownherarmstoher

wrists,hepickedbothofherhandsandkissed

them..

Hope:Wehavetocallthepoliceandsotheycan

findoutwhatPillardrunkfromthatglass..

Rain:Don'tinvolvethepolice..Shewillgotojail...I

amsafeandourkidsaresafeithinkPillardrinking

thatwaspunishmentenough.Besideswhowilltake

careofher?

Hope:No,I'mtiredofdealingwithOrefeandithink

hergoingtojailisgoodbecauseshewillleavemy

houseforgood.

Rain:Babeiknowyou'reangrybutyoucanstill

changethelocksystemwhilesheisatthehospital...

ObviouslyPillarwillbeadmitted..Itgivesyoutime,

youdon'thavetofightfirewithfire...when

elephantsfightthegrasssuffers,Pillarhasbeen

throughenoughalready.Modimoomoswabisitse

molesehaelemothootaaikothaya..



Shesmiledlookingupathimthensheputherarms

overhisshouldersstretchingtobringherlipscloser

tohim...

Rain:Youhavetoforgiveotherpeopleifyouwant

tobeforgiven...(softly)Ntshunebeforeyougo...

Hesmiledlookinginhereyesandkissedher,it

turnedintoaFrenchkissashereachedunderher

skirtandsqueezedbothofherbuttsashisboner

gotharder,hepickedjerupandplacedheronthe

tablewhiletheykissed,hepulleddownhispants

takingouthisDthenhehookedhisarms

underneathherlegsashidDpockedherpanties...

Rain'shandsranoverhischestthenshepulledup

hisTshirt,heletgoofherlegsandpulledouthis

Tshirtthenshekissedhischestashebreathed

heavilyholdingahandfulofherhairintoaponytail

thenhepulledherheadbackexposingherneck,he

leanedoverkissingherneckwithhisotherhand



reachingforthebridgeofherthong,hepulledit

asideandpushedhismushroomheadonherflesh...

Heletgoofthethongandithungontopofthe

shinysoftmushroomhead...

Hisheartpoundedasherhandsnowexploredhis

back,hemovedhisheadtotheothersideand

kissedherthenhepushedinstretchingher,she

pausedandflinched,notwantinghertofocuson

thatlittlepainhegrabbedherchinandkissedher

ashestretchedherandfinallypoppedasshe

grunted,withthethongonthesidehebegun

thrustingstandingbetweenherlegswhileshesat

onthediningtable....

AtHope'sHouse...

EllaparkedatthegateanddialledHopebuthis

phonerangunanswered,shetriedRere'snumber

andtherewasnoresponsethenshetypeda

message..



Ella:KanteHopewhathasgottenintoyou?I

understandthatyoudon'tcareaboutmeanymore

becausewarekerilekemogoloketaiponabutdo

youhavetoignoreyoursonlikethis?Wewere

supposedtomeetearliertodayandyoupostponed

butnowyou'renotpicking.Rrakanakeyaskolong

andyouhavetogetyourson.Akereyouputhim

insidemeneotsayagoregagotswaeng?Apole?

I'vepackedeverything...Weneedtositdownrebue

aboutthisboybeforeigo.Iamsotiredofbegging

you.KooreRainogothakanyathogomokesa

itseng,whenithinkofthefactthatyouusedtodrop

everythingandeveryoneforthisboyIwonderwhat

changed.Oetswekogoehepowerfulwitchdoctor

becauseitssounlikeyou.

Shesentthemessageandleanedbackhuffing

angrilywhileCjplayedatthebackinhiscarseat.

Shewaitedforafewminutesthenshestartedthe

caranddroveoff...



AtRain'sHouse...

LateronHopewalkedoutofthebathroomandput

onadifferentt-shirtthenhegrabbedtheclosest

pants...

Rain:Wearthoseones...Tshirteodoesn'tmatch

withthat..

Hefollowedherfingerandpickedthepantsthrnhe

putthemonandsatontheedgeofthebedwearing

socks.

Hope:Keetaautwa?Gakenagodiega..

Rain:Ok...

Tsaronapushedthedoorandraninsidejumpingon



thebed..

Hope:Babyyouhavetoknockwhenyouwalkinto

mommy'sroom...

Tsarona:Ok

Hope:Whereisyoursister?

Tsarona:Ileftherontheswing..

Hope:(laughed)Gogether,shecan'tgetdownby

herself..

Shestoodonthebedandleanedoverherfather's

backputtingherdustyhandsaroundhisneck..

Tsarona:Carrymefirst..

Rain:(laughed)Nanathemmaotatsadaddy

leswe...HisTshirtiswhite.

Tsarona:Papamamawanchenchejelaagobona...

Hope:(cracked)Tsarona!Ngwanakeorutiwake



manggobuamogokana

Rain:(laughed)Yowaitowayo...Gogetmy

daughterfromtheswing...(Tsothebeguncrying

outside)Nanathemmatogakegoshapa

Tsarona:Mamawait,iwantaridefromdaddy's

back...Hewillleavemeoutside..

Hopefinishedtyinghisshoesandstoodupas

Tsaronalaughedholdingontohisneck,he

supportedherandpiggybackedher..

Hope:Wabonanowyoudisturbedme...Iwantedto

kissmommybeforeito

Tsarona:Youcankissherlater..

Hope:Babegoshapo

Rain:(smiled)Shapo

Hopewalkedoutcarryingherasshelaughed

enjoyinghisback,hereachedthecarandputher



downthensherantotheswingwhereshegother

littlesisteroffandfellonherbuttholdingher,she

gotupandpickedherthenshehurriedtothehouse

asHopesmiledwatchingthem...

Hope:Bye

Tsarona:Byedaddy

Tsotlhe:(wavedwithsandonherface)Bye

Hope:Bye..

Hedroveoutandwaitedforthegatetoclosebefore

leavingashegrabbedhisphoneandreadthelong

messagefromElla,hedialledher...

Ella:Hello?

Hope:Atshelebanna...Sorrythemmagwe

mosimane..

Ella:AenoHope...You'retryingmypatience.I'm

stressedabouteveryandmyrelocationlewena



kaha?

Hope:(smiled)Sorrymmagweboy...

Ella:Whereareyou?

Hope:I'mgoingtoneedyoutobealittlepatient

becauseI'mgoingtothehospital...Pillardrunk

poisonsoihavetogoseewhat'sgoingonthenwe

cantalkakereyou'releavinginthemorningsoican

passbyafterthehospital.

Ella:Iwantedtoleavetonight

Hope:EllaweekanayoumustunderstandIhave

otherkidsbesidesCj,gonejaanaPillarcomesfirst

becausesheisnotwell.Mphesebaka.You'reher

auntforchristsake

Ella:Don'ttrytomakemelookbad...Fine.I'll

postponethetrip.Kediconsequencestsagotshola

lemothowabanabantsi...

Hope:Gladyouunderstand...Howishe?

Ella:Heisfine...Omborilewaitse.

Hope:(smiled)Kareattitudeyagagowhenyouhave

aboyfriend...Oilwakeleretengwanyanakewena.



Ella:(laughed)FosekHope

Hope:(laughed)Shapo...(stoppedsmiling)butdon't

everinvolveRaininourissuesorinsinuateanything

negativeabouther,autwa?Akebaterethamaanela

enennalewena,sheisanogoarea.Garalalelwe

helakamahoko.

Ella:Sorryrra

Hope:Cheers

Hehungupanddroveoff...

Atthehospital...

LateronHopewalkedtowardsthenursestation

andleanedoverasanursestoppedandtuckedher

hairbehindherear..

Nurse:Hi....



Hope:Ey...IhearmydaughterisinICU...Hername

isPillar

Nurse:Ohyes,thisway...Poisoningright?

Hope:Yeah..IssheOK?

Nurse:Shewasbutthedoctorswerejustcalledin

justnow.Idon'tknowifyou'llbeallowedinbutit's

thatway.

Hope:Thankyou..

Hewalkedtowardstheroomandstoppedatthe

doorlookingthroughasmallglass,hecouldseethe

doctorsattendingherwhileOrefestoodby..He

pushedthedooropenandwalkedinasthe

machinesbeeped..

Doctor:Sheisstable...

Orefewalkedoverandheldherhandasshelaid

unconsciousonthebed,Hopelookedatherand



tookadeepbreath..

Hope:IsshegoingtobeOK?

Doctor:Herliverisdamagedanditsjustamiracle

thatsheisstillalive.Idon'twishtosaythistoany

parentbutshedoesn'thavelong,herorgansare

failing...Youmightwanttotakethistimeandspend

itwithherbecausewearenotsurehowlongthose

machineswillholdher.I'llgiveyoutwoatime...

Excuseme...

ThedoctorandnurseswalkedoutasHopeturned

watchingthemthenheturnedandlookedatOrefe.

Herheartpoundedasshestoodtherelookingat

himnotsurewhathe'ddonext...

*

*

*

*



*
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Atthehospital...

Hope:(calmly)Youknow...Myfatherwasright...

Onceyousleepwithanotherwomanshe

automaticallybecomesyourfamily'senemy..I

thoughthewasjustbeinganadultwhenhesaidif

atsomepointicheatimustknowthatmywifewill

dieifherlifedependedonawomanionceslept

with.Thenightmymotherwasmurderedthings

weresobadthatforsomereasonalotofpeople

couldn'tanswerandherphonewasabouttodieso

shecalledAlicia...Shewasmyfather'sexandthe

babymamatomylatebrother.Shedidn'thelp

becauseshewashavingaparty...It'sfunnythatthe

samewomanjustyesterdaywantedto-that'snot



evenimportant,mypointis...Ineverthoughtyou'd

killRain.Ifevertherewasabitoflovefrommeit's

gonebecauseyoualmostorphanedmychildren...I

grewupanorphanandyouwantedthatformy

daughters.

Shelookeddownguiltstricken,shetriedtofind

somethingtosaybutnothingcameout..

Hope:FromhereI'mtakingyourthingstoyour

house.Iwillletmylawyertrytokeepyououtofjail

forourdaughter'ssakebutifshediesitwillbethe

endofhisroadwithyou.You'llbeonyourown.

HeturnedaroundandheldPillar'slittlehandwhile

shelaidthereunconscious..Hesatdownand

sighedwithhisheaddownforafewminuteswhile

Rerestoodinoneplace...

Hopetookouthisphoneandtookapictureofher



thenhekissedherandwalkedout.

Rere:Soyou'releavingsofast?Thesamewayyou

draggedyourfeethere?Ittookyouoveranhourto

gethereandyouleavewithinasecond..

Hope:Isthatwhyyoudecidedtopoisonyourown

daughter?Soicanspendnightswithyouinthe

hospital?Ihaveotherchildrenwhoneedmy

attention...I'veseenherimustgogetCjbecausehe

hashisownsituation.

Rere:It'snotevenaboutthat,youjustwanttogoto

Rain'shousesoyoucangostaywithyourfavourite

children.YoutookthemtoUKaloneandnowyou

don'thavetimeforPillarwhenshehasn'tseenyou

forweeks...Shemissesyou

Hope:Kantedidn'tispendthewholedayalonewith

Pillar?(walkedback)Bona,oitsegorekeeng?I

don'tcarewhatyouthinkorfeelbecauseyou're

competingwithRainandherdaughters..You

shouldbegladididn'twalkawayfromherwhen

yousaidsheisyouruncle'schild.Akerethischild



hasneverspenttimewithmebecauseaccordingto

yourculturesheisn'tmychild?Ithoughtineeded

permission...Callyouruncletocomespendanight

withyou.Youneedtoknowthatyoudon'tjustsnap

yourfingersandthingsgoyourway.

Rere:GompienojaanaI'mhomelessandyoucan't

borrowmeyourmothershouse..yetyouborrowed

Ella.HaneeleRainyou'dgiveher

Hope:Rainisindependent...Haveyoueverseenher

begmeforanything?Shehasabrainandshe

boughttwoplotsforherdaughters..Sheisnow

extendingtheirhouseswithherownmoney

becausesheunderstandsthatamotherandfather

contribute50-50...Ifsheiseverhomelessshe'd

stayatherdaughtershouse.Wenaoneetse

malomagomadiakerewarekeenerragwengwana

wagago.Tellyourfamilytohelpyoubecauseyou

toldmeaccordingtoyourcultureIhavenoright.

You'renotgettingathebeoutofmymoneyor

settingfootinmymother'shouse...Isupportmy

childthat'senough.Idon'thavetofindyou

accommodation.You'renotmydaughter...Ifago



palelagivehertomebutyouwon'tbecausesheis

youruncle'sdaughter.

HewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenRere

steppedovertoPillarandsatdown,sheheldher

handandtearfullylookedather...

Rere:Godpleasedon'tpunishmydaughterformy

sins,givehergoodhealthandpeace...Forgiveme

forlettingthedeviluseme...Iamreadytofacethe

consequencesofmyactionsbutlordpleasenotmy

child.Iknowiamasinnerbutiamsorryfornot

trustingyouwithmylife.Pleasesavemychild,take

meinstead..InJesusnameipray.Amen.

Shesighedandopenedhereyeslookingather

helplessdaughter.

MeanwhileintheparkinglotHopegotinthecarand

droveoffhisroyalgrandfather,hetookadeep



breathandsighedreadytostandhisground...

Obviouslyhisunclehadtalkedtothembynow.

Hope:Hello?

Wife:Hellomyboy,whereareyou?Canwetalk?

Hope:Eemma

Wife:Yourgrandfather'sBPisveryhigh...Hejust

heardyou'regettingmarriedandyouwant

everythingdonebytheMoilwa's...Okasetela

buisana?

Hope:Idon'twanttodiscussanythingwiththe

royalhousebecausemyopinionorpreference

doesn'tmatter.ToyoupeopleIamjustalittle

puppet..HeisstillsexuallyactiveI'msurehecan

trytohaveasonbecauseI'mnotinterestedonthe

royalchair...Itmeansnothingtomeanyways.

Gotheleleidon'twanttobeassociatedwiththe

royalfamily...IamaMoilwa.Ifyouhewantsto

attendmyweddinghecantalktomyuncle.

Her:Busapelommotana...



Hope:I'vemadeupmymind,youdon'tevenknow

thewomanIwanttomarryormychildrenwithher

becauseyou'rebusychoosingawifeforme.Iam

done.I'mnowdoingwhatmakesmehappy.

Her:Theroyalhouseiswillingtopayforyour

wedding,justcometalktoyourgrandfatherhisBP

is-

Hope:Idon'tcareabouttheroyalmoney...Ialready

havemymoney...Mymotherandfatherleftme

enoughtolastmealifetimeandiama

businessman.Iammakingmyownmoney..That's

themistakeyoumade,thinkingyoucancontrolme.

Her:Pleasecomeoverandseeyourgrandfather...

Wouldyoubehappyifhediedwithoutseeingyou?

Hope:Iamdonewiththeroyalhouse,letmygrand

unclegettheroyalchairsincemygrandfather

doesn'thaveasonorgrandsontotakeover.Iam

outbecauselonaletseelabathodichoice.Go

siamekeakgweetsa.

Hehungupanddroveoff...



AtCj'sHouse...

LaterthatnightHopeknockedonthedoor,Ella

openedthedoorandallHopecouldseewas

furniturestackedoneontopoftheotherfillingthe

house,hefeltsuffocatedjuststandingatthedoor..

Hope:shitthishouseisfull,whereismyboi

sleeping?

HesteppedinandlookedinsideasCJlaidatthe

endofthebedwithboxes..

Ella:Itoldyouthereisnospaceanymore..that's

whyIdidn'twanttospendanight.

Hope:Bringhimover.



EllapickedhimupandhandedhimthenHope

carriedhimtothecarwhereheputhimonhiscar

seat.Ellawalkedoverandgotinthecarthenhegot

inandclosedhisdoor..

Ella:HowisPillar?IgotRere'smessageearlier...

Shesayssheisbad.

Hope:Herorgansarefailing..Butithinkshewillbe

fine,ihadalookathermedicalrecordsandtheir

prescriptionsaregood..

Ella:Ok...IwantedustotalkaboutCj,kanayou'llbe

stayingwithhimuntilI'vesettledsoIwantusto

havegroundrules.AsmuchasIwantCjtobond

withyouidon'twantherstayingatRain'shouse.I

wantmysontobesafe,hasetsegojesanwadi

poisonkemathata..

Hope:Lennaidon'twantRainbabysittinganyone's

child...Ihaveanannywhowillspendtimewithhim

Ella:Seethat'sthething...Idon'twantachildwhois

leftwithanannyforalongtime..Youmuststay

withourchild



Hope:Whatyouneedtounderstandisthatican

neverequallyspendtimewithmykidsifthey're

fromdifferentmothers...Idowhatican...Just

becauseIhavechildrendoesn'tmeanIcan'thavea

relationship...IfI'malwayswithCjhowwilligetlaid

orevenbuildafamily?Ineedafamilyofmyown...

YoubroughtthatguyoverherewhileCjwashome

andsuddenlyitsaproblemwhenitinvolvesRain?

Youwon'tdictatemyrelationship...Leavethechild

withmeandallowmetoparenthowican.Ohand

don'tforgettoleaveCj'sATMcard..

Ella:Aboutthat...Iwasalsowonderingifyoucould

letmekeepitforafewmonthssoicansettledown..

Hope:I'mnotgivingyouhiscard...whyshouldipay

childsupportwhenthechildiswithme?Bringthe

card.

Ella:Lifeisgoingtobeexpensivethere

Hope:Idon'tcare,that2Kischildsupportnot

girlfriendallowance.

Ella:Aorra...Akeremme-

Hope:No.Isthereanythingelse?



Ella:Nothing..

Hope:Good,ihavetogo...

Ella:Obogalegoremalatsiaandyou'retoostrict

withmoney..

Hope:It'snotthat...Youhaveaboyfriend..Why

shouldipayrentforhimtocomefuckyouinside?

Thereisadifferencebetweenyourbaby'sfather

andboyfriend.Ihaven'tbeenactingrightandIgave

youagoaheadtodisrespectmyfamily.Thesame

wayoreyourboyfriendthislennahelajalo,a

bafanababechelennakeyagobechakaame

madikogoRain.

Ella:Okgonekeathaloganya.

Hope:Yeah..

Ella:Anywaysgoodnight..Imightjustleavenowor

inthemorning.

Hope:OK..

Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenhedrove

off..



AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthatnightHopeputCjinbedandtuckedhim

inthenhedimmedthelightsandwalkedoutvideo

diallingRain,shepickedlyingonthebedashegot

inbedsmiling.

Rain:Hi

Hope:(sighedsmiling)Justwantedtosay

goodnight

Rain:HowisPillar?

Hope:HerorgansmightfailbutI'mpositive...Ithink

ifsheweretodieI'dfeelit.Idon'thavethatpanic..

Shewillbefine.Kanaifeltmyfather'sexecution

rememberthattime?

Rain:Iremember,youweren'tyourselfthatdayand

thefollowingnight..

Hope:Goodnight



Rain:Goodnight

Hehungupandpinnedhiselbowpullingoverhis

laptop,heclickedonhisemailsandrepliedafew

beforecheckinghismessagesonWhatsApp.

Crooklawyer:So?Anyapologies?Evenmillionaires

apologisewhentheyfindouttheywerewrong.

Hope: Icametoyourofficebutyouwereoff.I

wantedtoapologiseinperson.Iactuallyhaveto

changeyournameinmyphonebook.

Crooklawyer:Pleaseinvestthatmoneyandmake

surepeoplearoundyoudon'tknowknowyour

pocketbecausethepublicknowingChancehad

moneyiswhatkilledyourmother.

Hope:Ihaven'ttoldanyone,I'mjustsortingoutmy

lifeandputtingthingsinorderwithoutconsulting

anyone.I'mplanningtotakemywifeandkids

overseas.Papathinksit'ssaferthatway.

Crooklawyer:Perfect,wewilltalkinmyofficemy



boy.

Hope:Thankyou.

HeclosedthetexttabanddialledRere...

Rere:Hello?

Hope:Hi,wantedtocheckonherbeforeisleep...

Howissheholdingup?

Rere:Sheisfine,isleptwithanemptystomachke

kopaontelesengwephakela.Sheisfedthrougha

tubesoshedoesn'tneedanythingbutineedfoodle

ditoiletries,ineedtochangeclothes.

Hope:I'llsendyouairtimesoyoucanaskEllaor

anyofyourfamilymemberstohelpyou...akere

wenaeverythingcivilIdoforyouyouinterpretitas

mewantingtomarryyouandyoutellRain.Thanks

fortheupdate.

Rere:Bye



Hehungupandputthephonedownthenhe

switchedoffthelightbeforelyingdown.

AtRain'sHouse...

ThenextmorningRainfixedherblazerandturned

aroundlookingatherselfthenshegrabbedherkeys

andhandbagbeforepassingthenannyintheliving

roomcleaning..

Rain:Morning..

Her:Morning!

Shegotinthecaranddroveoffasshedialled

Hope..

Hope:Babe

Rain:Hi,ineedthemorningafterpill.Can'tyou



bringmeapackattheoffice?Iwanttotakeitinthe

morningjaanagoreeberekeearly.

Hope:Can'tyoujustletyourbodydecide?You

won'talwaysfallpregnant,awomanonlygets

pregnantifsheisovulating

Rain:NoHopewetalkedaboutthis,akootisethe

rra.

Hope:Ifeellikeweareabortingmyson

Rain:Nevermind,I'llbuyitmyself.Kanagasewena

oimangandwenahakeimawajolaopekapekamo.

Hope:Fine,I'llbringit.

Rain:No,I'llgetitmyself..

Shehungupandglancedatherwatchanxiously....

Howtypicalofmen,hejustemptiedhisfullsack

insideherleavinghercompletelyfullandnowhe

wasdragginghisfeet.

Minuteslatershepulledinfrontofthepharmacy



andwalkedin,she'dratherbelateforhermeeting

thanbepregnant...

Atthehospital...

OnthesamemorningReredialledElla...

Ella:Hello?

Rere:Hi,doyoumindbringingmebreakfast?They

givemefoodherebutitssolittle

Ella:I'minGaborone,Ileftlastnight

Rere:Ao,youleftwithoutevencomingtoseeifmy

daughterisOK?Notevenagoodbye.

Ella:Ididn'tthinkaboutitlikethat..

Rere:Likewhat?Gaoinkutwennakawaitse?Nna

kanaiwouldhavecometoseecj,thesamewayi

facedStuxaboutthemoney..

Ella:Sorry...Didyouseethismorning'snewspaper?



Rere:No

Ella:IthinkHopefinallygothis1.2m,the

newspapersayshimandthelawyerfinallycameto

termsandsettledoutofcourtafterhehadfiledfor

his1.2mthathewassupposedtogetwhenhe

graduated.(giggled)Atleastourchildrenare

millionaires...

Rere:(smiled)ThatmeansHopemustgiveusour

children'sshares.ThistimeI'ddoexactlywhatI'm

supposedtodo..Keyagorekaplotwithahouse

andillbestayingtherewithmygirl...Iwon'teven

troubleanyone,I'djuststayinmydaughter'splot

andhustlekabusiness.Mmekebale

Ella:Bye

Shehungupandclickedonfacebook,sureenough

thearticlewasatthetopofhernewsfeedthenshe

clickedandread.Sheclosedthetabandtypeda

messageforHope.



Rere:Ijustreadanarticleaboutyousettlingoutof

courtfor1.2m.Howmuchareyougivingthe

children?ThereareafewplotsI'veseenaround,i

wanttocallthesellersandseeifthey'restill

available.

Hope:Aokeamelemosadiwame...analetiroya

onepluskeayangkoincommunityofproperty.

Gakejeweboswaketshela.Thwaagalaobatetiroo

godisengwanaotswemopatengyame.Whateveri

decidetogivemydaughtershewillgetitwhenshe

is25andoldenoughtomakeherowndecisions

akerewenawabetchakamadiangwanauntilthen

allI'llbedoingistosendchildsupport.I'velearnt

mylesson.Goodmorningtoyoutoo.{Thatoneis

formywifeandi,Ihaveplansforitandit'spartof

"incommunityofproperty".Nobodyisgoingtoget

myinheritancewhileI'mstillalive.Stopplaying

aroundorpeakinginmypocketandstarting

motheringyourdaughter.Whateveridecidetogive

mydaughtershewillgetitwhensheis25andold

enoughtomakeherowndecisionssinceyougive

awayherthingsuntilthenallI'llbedoingistosend



childsupport.I'velearntmylesson.Goodmorning

toyoutoo.}

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHakeem'scubicle...

HakeemscrolleddownonFacebookandstoppedat

anarticletitled,"TheMaunPrincesettleshis1.2m

inheritancescandaloutofcourt,"Heclickedonthe

articleandcarriedonreading"Afteryearsofsilence

fromtheroyalfamily,theyoungprincehasfinally



managedtogiveusaglimpseofthesituation.This

comesafterthefather,ChanceMoilwawas

executedforthemurderofhishighschoolfriend,

theroyalfamilyhassincerejectedallmedia

interviewsandaskedforprivacyregardingthe

matter.ThelatePrinceleftbehindtheonlyheirto

thethroneHopeMoilwawhohasturnedouttobea

copyofhisfather,closesourceshaverevealed.The

youngPrincecamebeforethecourtafteryearsofa

backandforthwithhiscelebritylawyerLefika

Zambowhowassupposedtohavegivenhimhis

1.2minheritancerightafterthegraduationashis

father'swillhadstated.

Closesourceshaverevealedthatthelawyerearlier

thisyeardividedtheinheritanceforthePrince's

threedaughtersandsonequally,yestheyoung

Princehasfourchildrenathisageandthey'reall

under3yearsold,twoofthembornonthesame

dayfromdifferentmothers.Gossipcornerwas

stunned,itseemsthePrincehasbeenreallybusy.

Justaswewerewaitingforthecourt'sfinal



decisionthePrinceandthecelebritylawyerdecided

tosettlethematteroutofcourt.HopeMoilwahas

rejectedallourattemptstogetaninterview."

Hakeemreadthecomments...

Comment:Howirresponsibleofyoutopublishsuch

informationwhenthisfamilyhaslostamember

becauseofsuchreports.Whydopeoplealways

findtheneedtopublishpeople'sfinances?

Comment:Howdoesthisaffectthepriceofpetrol?

Comment:OhulelakaeHopewatengremo

tshwarespoko?

Comment:Iknowthisguy,hewasactuallyveryshy.

I'msurprisedojelekukumogokana,legale

gatwebabadidimetsengkebonebajibannyo.

Comment: Kantewherewasmyfatherwhen

otherparentswerehustlingfortheirchildren,

imaginegetting1.2mfromyourfather,andyetrona

rekopiwazoloeveryday.Iwasborninthewrong



family.

Comment: Journalismnyanayamalatsia!Dikgang

gadione?

Comment:EnemmePrincekesnack...Lovethe

eyesandthelips

Comment: Basadibataaswakemadi,imagine

theyhadtopushchildrenwithhisheadandyou

knowkidslikegettingthatfunnylookingthingthat

thefatherhas.I'msurebanabatengbadithogotse

difourcorner.

Replied: Butitlooksgoodwithahaircut..it'ssexy.

Ijustpraytheynevertrydreadlocksbecausewow

Replied:Iwasthinkingthesamethingkerethogoya

kokgosingekabakelamothodistitch.Heshould

paythebabymamaswhosekidshavehishead

becausewhatthatheaddidtotheirvjayscan'tbe

undidnt. Kooreitcannotcan.

HeclosedtheFacebookandclickedonWhatsApp

checkingifhewasonline,hehadn'tbeenonlinefor



awhilesohedialedhim.

Hope:Yeah..

Hakeem:Kareodidimetse..Howzit

Hope:Shapoboy,justbeenbusy.

Hakeem:Weshouldhangoutthisweekend,just

chill...playpoolanddrinkafewbeers.

Hope:Kebusynyanalaiteaka..

Hakeem:Kantedidimisssomething?Ithought

afterthatEllathingwewerecool...Kooreyounever

callandthingsarejustcoldbetweenus.

Hope:Kebusylaiteaka...I'mpreparingforalittle

trip,I'mopeninganewbranchanditneedsalittle

extrawork.WilltalktoyouwhenI'mfree.

Hakeem:Alrightcheers.

Hehungupasacolleaguewalkedinholdinghis

phone..



Him:Eithebannalaja...Yourboygot1.2m.Tell

himtohelpyouclearyourloan,akereyousaid

you'vebeenblacklisted.

Hakeem:Hopeisdifferent...WewerecoolbutuhI

don'tknow..Moneychangespeople...

Him:Aeno,talktohimsowecangoout...

Drinksnyana

Hakeem:Willtry...Kootengwabechalaiteame

Him:Wabecha?

Hakeem:Yeah..

Him:I'lltalktomylittlesistertogivehimasoft

touchmaybeshewillgetsomethingfromthat

millionandwecandivideit.Oeasyene?

Hakeem:Heispicky,hehasfunnyfetishestoo...

Showmeyoursister,shehastobehistypeforhim

togiveherattention,otherwisehewillignoreher.

I'mnotputtingmyhopesonhimfallingforher

becauseheisverypicky...I'drathercomeupwitha

muchmoreseriousapproach.



Him:MylittlesisterissexyAF...Lookather

Instagrampictures...Sheisnotthevillageapptype

ofgirls..Bonathisass...

Thecolleagueshowedhimhissister...

AtHope'soffice...

MeanwhileHopesatbehindhisdeskreadingthe

articlethenheputhisphonedownandpinnedhis

elbowsonthetablebeforeburyinghisface

betweenhishandsforaboutaminute,thesudden

panicofeveryoneknowingaboutthismoney...The

thoughtofahousebreak-in...Theverysame

tragedyofhislife...Perhapsoneofhischildren

killed.Wouldheevenbeinapositiontoprotecthis

familyifheeverhadto?Hepickedhisphoneand

dialledhisuncle..

Katlo:Yeah



Hope:Theywroteaboutthemoney...Iamaboutto

loseRainorthechildren...Ijustknowit.Icanfeel

it...

Katlo:Don'tpaniclikethat..

Hope:Youdon'tunderstand...Peoplewilldo

anythingformoney.Atthispointican'ttrust

anyone...

Katlo:Nyalaotseyemosadiwagagolebanaotswe

koo.You'lljustvisit.TalktoRain'sfathersohecan

helpyougetbasictrainingforfiringagun..Iknow

handgunsarenotallowedinBotswanabutyou

havetosneakinoneinyourhouse.MoveRainand

thechildren,upyoursecurity-

Hope:ThereasonI'mscaredisbecause...Ifthese

peoplecancarryoutasuccessfulheiststealing

fromasecuritycompanywhat'sstoppingthem

fromshootingRainifidon'tgivethemmoney?Ifeel

likemylifejustturnedupsidedown.Ithoughtitwill

benicebutit'srisky.Idon'twanttodiemiserable

likemyfather...Papacouldn'tevenmoveon

because...Ugh!Ifeellikekebeilelifeyangwanawa



bathoindanger.

Katlo:Talktoherfather,shewasadetectivekana

policeofficer?Whateveritis,I'msureheknows

peoplethatknowpeople...Ifnotthenyou'llhaveto

talktoyourfather'slawyer...LefikaZambois

actuallyabadassniggawithconnections.Hewill

linkyouwithbigguyswhowillhelpyouprotectyour

family.Youknowyourdadcan'thelpyouonthis

one...Youneedtoatleastsendthekidsoverhere

withtheirnannyifthesituationisbad.

Hope:OK,I'lltalktoZamboandthenI'lltalktouncle.

Ineedtomarryherkapelaandleave...Keatshoga

tota...

Katlo:Okbye

Hehungupandmadeanothercallashewalkedout,

buthismanagerstoppedhimandhehungup...

Him:Rememberweareleavingfortheinterviews

thisafternoon...



Hope:Oh,that.Thanksforremindingme

Him:sure..

Hewalkedoutanddialledbutoneofthecashier's

hurriedover..

Her:Sir..Thereisapatientwhowantstoseeyou,

areobatapharmacist

Hope:Um...CanyoureferhertoLopangplease

Her:Thankyou..

Hopewalkedoutandgrabbedaboxofmorning

afterpillsandpaidforitthenhewalkedoutasathe

youngladiesqueuingglaredathim.

Hewalkedoutandheadedtothecarasayoung

ladypacedbehindher..



Her:Hi..

Heturnedaroundandlookedatherthenshesmiled

blushingtuckingherhairbehindherear.

Hope:Hi..

Her:Caniaskyousomething?

Hope:Sure

Her:WhatwouldyourecommendformeifI'mtoo

tight..I'msotightthatI'mafraidtohavesex...

Hope:Um...I'mkindofbusy,doyoumindgoing

backinandaskingforMrLopang?Heisa

pharmacisttoo.

Her:It'sfine,nevermind.It'sembarrassinganyways,

maybeI'llbefine..

Hope:Wait...Idon'twanttocomeacrossas

ignoringyou,I'mjustinalittlehurry..

Her:(smiled)Youcangetmynumberandcallme

withaprescriptionormaybeifyouhavetoexamine



meandhavealook...Idon'tknow.

Hope:You'veneverbeenpenetratedbefore?

Her:(softlylookinginhiseyes)No,justthehead

hurtsandwon'tfit..Myboyfrienddumpedme

becauseofthis...

Hope:OK,givemeyournumber..(Shegavehimher

number.)I'llcallyoubeforetheendoftoday.

Her:(smiled)Thankyou..

Sheturnedandwalkedawayswingingherhips

whileHopegotinthecarandforwardedhernumber

totheotherpharmacistthenhedialledhim.

Lopang:Hello?

Hope:Kingwee,isentyouanumberyasomeclient

arepenetrationispainfulorsomething.I'mtoo

busyandcouldn'thearherproperly.Callherand

talktoherthenrecommendsomething.

Lopang:Ok.



Hope:Sure.

Hehungupanddeletedhernumberfromhisphone

beforedrivingoutashismindwondered.

Atthehotelconferenceroom...

LateronRain'slegsachedassheendedher

presentation,everyoneclappedtheirhandsandshe

satdownopeningabottleofwater.Themeeting

wasendedandeveryonewalkedout,sheshook

handswithafewacquaintancesbeforegathering

allherfilesandputtingtheminabagthenshe

closedherlaptopandputitintoo.Shefinally

zippedupandpickedherbelongswalkingoutas

herhairbouncedoverherblazershoulders.

Sheputhersunglassesonandheadedtothe

parkinglotpressingherphonesincemorningbut

herphonerangbeforeshecouldcheckhersocial



media..

Rain:Hello?

Rere:Icomeinpeace,ijustwanttounderstandwhy

youthinkit'sokforHopetocompletelyignorethe

needsofhischildrenandfocusonyouandyour

children.HowisitokforHopetoselfishlynotgivea

thebetohissickdaughter...Outofthatmillionhe

can'tevengiveout250Ktohisdaughter..1.2M?

1.2MRain?

Rain:Whatareyoutalkingabout?IsthatHope's

balanceorwhat?

Rere:Rainyoupretendtobeagoodpersonbut

you'renot...It'syourresponsibilityashisgirlfriend

tomakesureHopetakescareofhischildren,nna

mmeiamgoingtocourtandHopewillgivePillar

herinheritance.Iamgoingtoreporthimforchild

maintenance...Thecourtwilllookathisbank

statementanddeterminehowmuchheshouldsend

everymonth.2KispeanutsforHopebecausehe

hasmoneygonejaanaheisamillionairebutallI



wantisaplotandalittlemoneytorunabusiness

forPillar.

Rain:Kanteobuakaeng?Ware1.2mkewaeng?

WhydoyousayHopeisamillionaire?

Rere:Themmaosiame...Keeptreatingmelikethat.

Iknowthelawandmychild'srights.

Rain:Soyouknowthelawthattalksaboutafather

givinghischildallhismoneybutyoudon'tknowthe

lawthatcanhelpyougetyourhouseback?Sell

yourcarandfurnituretostartyourbusiness?

Rere:Soyou'resupportingHopegoreatimebana

madi?Pillarhasashareinthat1.2m..

Rain:(sighed)I'veaskedyouahundredtimeswhat

Millomyou'retalkingaboutbutgaobuesoI'm

hangingup.AtleastwenaHopeshareshisfinances

withyou,idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout.I've

hadalongbusydayinheelsandmylegsare

aching.Iwanttoknockoffearlyandgorest.

Shehungupandblockedherthensheopenedthe



caranddroppedherthingsinthebackseatthen

shegotinthedriver'ssideandsighedcheckingher

messages.

Hope:Eybabe,iknowyouhavemeetingsbackto

back,ididn'twanttocallanddisturbyourmeetings

butiwantustotalk.Notathomewiththechildren

screamingandjumpingonus.Perhapsatmyhouse

whilethey'rewiththenanny.Wehavealotof

seriousissuestodiscuss.

Rain:Ok,whattime?Justknockedoffnow.I'm

totallyexhausted.

Shesentthemessageandclickedonhermother's

message.Shehadsentascreenshotofthearticle,

Raintookamomentandreadit,the1.2mthingy

finallymadesense..

Mama:Iwon'tjudgeyouifyoutakehimback.Heis

humanafterall.



Rain:MyloveforHopewasneveraboutmoney.I

amoffendedbyyourstatement.

Mama:Iwasjustsaying,whyhasn'theboughtmea

car?Iheardheboughtyourfatheracar,Itriedto

callyourfatherbuthedidn'tpick.

Rain:Idon'tknowanythingaboutthat.

Shedialledherfatherandputthephoneonthe

holderlookinginthemirror,itfeltlikethisothercar

hadbeenfollowingher,butthenmaybenot,

perhapstheyweregoingtothesamedirection.

Mike:Hello?

Rain:Hipapa,gatweHopegotyouacar?

Mike:Yeah..MyboygotmeaHilux,wetalkedtoo.

Rain:Bathongandnoneofyoutwothoughtishould

knowaboutyourlittlereunion?

Mike:(laughed)Ithoughtyouknewbecausehe

wantstomarryyou.



Rain:(confused)Rra?

Mike:Hedidn'taskyou?

Rain:Howcomeidon'tknowanythingabout

everythingnebathong?

Mike:Hewillprobablytellyou,hecameto

apologisetomeforbeingrudethelasttimethenwe

talkedandhetoldmehisintentionswithyou.He

explainedthathedidn'twanttoproposewithoutmy

blessingsowearegoodnow..Iguessiruinedthe

surprise.

Rain:Gosiame

Mike:Ithinkhewascoveringhisbasissohecan

cometoyoualesureabouteverything,bye.

Rain:Nowihearabouthismoneyfromthe

newspapers.

Mike:Whatmoney?

Rain:Wewilltalklater.I'mdriving

Mike:Bye



Shehungupandsighedlookingattherearmirror.

Shestoppedatthetrafficlightsandsighedtaking

offherearringsandeyelashes.

Thelightturnedgreenthenshedrovethroughnow

drivingalongthepark,thecarfromearlierflushed

lightsdrivingtooclosetoher...Shemovedtothe

shouldersotheycanpassbuttheykeptflushing

herlightstostopher.Shelookedatthenumber

plateandshedidn'trecogniseit..

Shekeptdrivingastheyflushedthelightsuntilshe

approachedanemptybusstopthenshepulledover

andlookedatthemirrorasthecaralsostopped

behindher...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthestop...

Rainwaitedinthecarastwomensteppedoutof

thecarandwalkedover,hersisteralsopulledover

nexttoherandrolledthewindowwith3othergirls..

Her:(smiled)Hi....

Rain:Hi..

Thetwomengotbackinthecaranddroveoffas

Rainlookedontherearmirrorconfused.Sheturned

herheadbacktohersisterwhowassmilingmore

thanshe'deverseenher,thesegirlswouldnever

greetherespeciallywhentheywerewiththeir

friendsandnowshewasn'tevensurehowto



respond.Sheneverfeltlikeshehadsisterssoshe

didn'tevenknowhowsistersbehave...

Her:(toherfriends)Bitchesthisismybigsister..

SheisHope'sgirlfriend...

Girl:(holdingsavanna)HopeMoilwa?

Girl2:(holdingacigarette)Eethe,wherewereyour

earsearlier?

Her:(smiled)HowisTsaronaandTsotlhe?Ireally

needtoseemynieces..

Rain:(smiledback)They'rehome..

Her:Ok,I'llpassbyyourhouseafterdroppingoff

thegirls.

Rain:(confused)OK

Her:Bye..

Shewavedastheothergirlswavedanddroveoff.

Rainjoinedtheroad,everythingthatjusthappened

wasawkward...Hersisternevertalkedtoherthat



nicelybeforeandnowshewasevenproudenough

tointroduceherasHope'sgirlfriend...Wasthis

aboutthe1.2m?Andthosemen...Itdidn'tmake

sensewhytheystoppedher,theywerecomingbut

assoonashersisterpulledovertheyleft...Could

theyhavebeentryingtorobher?Butthenthiswas

Maun,thesethingshardlyhappenhere...

Allkindsofthoughtscrossedhermindasshedrove

thenshenoticedthesamecarbehindher,they

flashedthelightsagain...Somethingdidn'tfeelright.

ShereachedforherphoneanddialledHope...

Hope:Hi

Rain:Hi,idon'tknowifI'moverthinkingbutithink

I'mbeingfollowed,theystoppedmefirstandi

stoppedhelasentethenmysisterpulledoverand

startedtalkingtome.Theyleftwithoutsaying

anything,nowthey'refollowingme.

Hope:Whereareyou?



Rain:I'mnotfarfromhome...

Hope:Keepdriving,don'tstop...Canyouseethe

numberplate?

Rain:Yes...(gavehimthenumberplate)shouldibe

worried?

Hope:Youshouldn'tpanic...Howfararethey?

Rain:They'rebehindme...Butnottooclose.I'm

nowgoingoffroadheadinghome

Hope:Aretheystillfollowingyou?

Rain:(lookingonthemirror)No,theypassed.

Hope:OK,don'thangup.Keepdriving..Whatkindof

acarisit?

Rain:It'saVW..I'matgate.

Hope:Thereisnoonebehindyouakere?

Rain:No,they'regone.

Shesteppedoutandopenedthegatethenshegot

backinthecartalkingtothedrink..



Rain:I'mhome...

Hope:(sighedinrelief)Don'tleave,iknowwe

plannedtogotomyhousebutI'llcomeover.Call

meifyoufeelanything...Evenifitsjustafeeling.I

didn'twanttotellyoutooearlybutigotthemoneyi

beenwaitingforandsometabloidwroteaboutit

indirectlywhichmeanssomepeoplemightthinkI

havethemoney...

Rain:Soimightenduplike-

Hope:No,youwon't...Thatwon'thappen,wejust

havetomakeafewadjustmentsandreducea

numberofpeopleweinteractwithforawhile

becauseifthereisanythingI'velearntfrommy

fatheristhatyourbiggestenemyisyourfriendor

family.

Rain:Thisisbad..

Hope:It'snotbad,I'mcomingover,wewillcallthe

policesotheycanfollowthisnumberplate.

Rain:Ok,bye



Shehungupandwalkedinthehouse...

Atschool(Gaborone)..

LateronEllagotinthecaranddroveofftalkingto

herboyfriend...

Ella:Imissyou

Him:Imissyoutoo,didyougetthemoney?

Ella:Yes,thanksalot.

Him:I'llbesendingyouP500permonthtotopyour

studentallowance,doyouknowwhyI'mdoingthis?

Ella:(smiled)Becauseyouloveme?

Him:IwantyoutostopcomplainingaboutHopenot

givingyoumoney,thereasonIwassayingI'm

skepticalaboutdatingawomanwithachildis

becauseI'mtryingtoavoiddrama.It'simpossibleto



moveonwithsomeonewhofeelstheirexshould

maintainthem...ThereisnoreasonwhyHope

shouldgiveyouCj'smoney.

Ella:Butiwasjustaskingbecauseiknowhe

doesn'tneedthatmoney.

Him:You'remissingthepoint,wouldyoubeOKwith

megivinganotherwomanmoney?

Ella:Okigetyourpoint.Leeneherefused,ithink

Rainisgivinghimrulesandconditionsfortaking

himback.

Him:Eitherway,iwantustofocusonus.Let's

appreciategorehesupportshissonsoyouandme

canenjoyourselveswithouthavingtoworryabout

Cj

Ella:Iunderstand..Mmekanahejustgot1.2m,my

sisterandiwerethinkingofgoingtocourtbecause

shetoldmehesaidisgettingmarried.Accordingto

culturebeforeamanmarrieshemustdividehis

thingsamongsthischildrenbeforegoingtomarry

anotherwomansoHopeissupposedtogiveCjthe

othermansionandgiveherstheotheronebecause



hisparentshadtwohomes,thenhecangiveus

250Keach..

Him:Legallyhedoesn'thavetogiveyouanything

exceptmonthlychildsupport,youcan'tfightfor

someone'spropertywhenthey'realivebecause

theydecidewhotheygivethatmoneyto.Boswa

jwamothogabobatiweatshela.

Ella:Sowelostthat1.2mothejustlikethat?Kanait

meanshisother2kidswillbenefitmorethanour

childrenbecausebagoajakooleHope.

Him:Whatdoyoumeanlose?Itwasneveryoursor

yourchildren's.Itshismoney,evenifhemarries

thiswomananddies...Technicallyyourchildrenwill

nevergetequal...Childrenoutsidethemarriagecan

neverbenefitequal.Thisishowmarriagegoes...

Oncehemarries50%ofhispropertyautomatically

belongstoRain,ifhedies...Halfofhispropertyis

herssothepropertyinquestionwillbehis50%,

whichallthechildrenwillbenefitfrommeaningthe

childrenwillthengoandenjoytheother50%with

theirmother...soinawaybanabalenyalobenefit

twice,from50%watheirmotherandthe50%from



theirfather,that'swhyyouneedtoworkyourself

becauseyoucan'tdependonHopeespeciallywhen

hehasafamily.Ifhehasa3rdchildwithherthat

reducestheamountofbenefitsforallthechildren

tooplusHopemightnotevendieuntilthechildren

areoldsoifyourchildisdependentonHopedying

itmeanstheywillbeverypoor.Stopmentalitywa

golelelamadiaboswakeboswajwagaHopenot

yourchild.Iwantustofocusonthisrelationship.

Ella:Ijoonnarraididn'tknow

Him:Nowyoudo...Youcan'tlegallyforceHopeto

giveyourchildrenmoneyespeciallywhenhepays

childsupport.Obonaleene2K?It'sagenerous

amount.Ifyougotocourtorevenlistentoalotof

peoplewhosechildrenaresupportedincourtmost

ofthempaymaP500orP1000evenP1500.You'll

besurprisedwhenheistoldtopaylesswenaore

waoketsa.Allhehastodoisproduceproofthathe

can'taffordtopaymore.

Ella:Idon'twanthimtopaylessgapehesaidwhen

thechildrenstartpreschoolhewantstotopwith

P500eachsoeinoidon'twantanyless.



Him:Yeahsolet'stryparentingepeaceful,nnake

bonaHopealeshapohela,yoursisterisusingyou

tobreakthisrelationshipbutnnakebonagoreifwe

aretoeverbetogether,andhaveafamilyI'dwantto

haveaguylikeHopebecausehetakescareofhis

kidandhedoesn'tbotheryouwithcallsatnight.

GaadiredramaobusyhelakaRainkoo.

Ella:Iunderstandwhatyoumean..

Him:You'recapableofbeingpowerfulonyourown

babe,finishschoolandbeaprofessionalwoman

whoalsorunsherfather'sbusiness..Iwillsupport

youbutyouneedtostoplisteningtoyoursisterka

cultureyagagweeo.

Ella:(smiledblushing)Eerrakeutwile..

Him:I'mcomingthisweekend...

Ella:Ican'twaittoseeyou..

Him:Can'twaittoseeyoutoo.Letmgetbackto

work..

Ella:Bye



ShehungupandsighedthenshedialledRere..

Rere:Hello?

Ella:Hi,nnammaidon'twanttodothecourtthing..

Myboyfriendsaysit'sabadidea,hisbrotherisa

lawyersoibelievehimwhenhesayslegallyHope

isn'tobligatedtosharehismoneywithanyone.

Rere:Ithoughtyousaidheisapilot,whatdoeshe

knowaboutthelaw?NnakanaI'mtalkingabout

thingsthathappened.Whenmyotherunclegot

marriedhegavehischildrenhishome,thewhole

yardthenhimandhiswifeboughtanewhomeand

stayedthere.Thatboyfriendeoyagolalelahela..

Ella:Ibelievehim,besidesHopesaysthechildren

willgetsomethingwhenthey'reolderwhichishow

hisfatherdiditanyways.Hisfatherdidn'tletHope

getspoiledwithmoney,Hopeworkedhardand

moneycameafter.Ngwanaketogaannamatepe

asatseneskoloarekePrincebutiwanthimtobe

serioustoo.

Rere:Ican'tbelieveyou'dletaboyfriendinfluence



youtoignoreyourchild'srights

Ella:JustwantedtosharewithyougoreI'mnotwith

youonthat...butI'llsupportyouinwhateveryoudo.

Nnathisboyfriendnkareoseriousnyanasoiplan

withhim.

Rere:Ok,nnaketaalwelatshwaneloyaga

ngwanake.Ihopeyoudon'tregretit

Ella:Ok,I'mhomenow.Bye

Rere:Bye

Shehungupanddrovethroughthegate...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthemall...

LateronHopewalkedintheshopcarryingCjand

grabbedthetrolley,heputhimonthebabyseatand

pushedthetrolleyinsideashisphonerang...

Hope:Hello?

Rain:Howfarareyou?

Hope:JustbuyingafewthingsthenI'llbethere.I

didn'twanttoleaveCjalonewiththenanny.Gave

heranearlyknockoff..Didyoutalktothepolice?

Rain:Yes,Iexplainedyoursituationtooandopened

thecase,theywillbetracingthenumberplateto

findtheownerofthecarsotheycanquestionhim.

TheyaskedifihaveanysuspectsinmindandIsaid

no

Hope:Ido...Hakeemdefinitely...I'dsayRere



becauseshehasmoremalefriendsthanfemales

butmostofthemareintheforcesoidoubtthey

wouldrisktheircareerslikethat...SoIdon'tthink

it'sher.Myothercousinsdon'tknowwhereyou

work...Thisissomeonewhoknowsyou,yourjob

andyournumberplatebecausetheyfollowedyou

fromyourmeeting.Myfatherwasbetrayedbyhis

friendsoiknowourbiggestenemiesareour

closestpeoplewhomyou'dneverevensuspect.I'll

behomesoon,Hakeemobatagontwaela.

Rain:Pleasehurryback,idon'twanttobealone,I'm

gettingparanoid.

Hope:Iknow,I'mcoming.

Rain:Bye

Hehungupandslidhisphoneinthepocketthenhe

putafewthingsinthetrolley..

Minuteslaterhequeuedbehindsomelady,another

manstoodbehindhimholdingabottleofwater.Cj



smiledrecognisinghimandwaved,themansmiled

backthenHopeturnedaroundlookingattheman

andfromhisTshirthewasapilotorsomethingat

theairline...

Hope:(smiled)Laitsaneborra?

Him:(laughed)Cj?Highfive

Theyhighfivedthenthemanshookhandswith

Hopesmiling..

Him:(smiled)MynameisVictor,I'mElla's

boyfriend...

Hope:(smiled)Oh...Theeboyfriend

Victor:(laughed)I'vemetyouboytwice..Gaagane

batho

Hope:Heislikethat...Whatdoyoudo?

Victor:I'mapilot..Captain.Congratulationsonthe

1.2mthesenewspapersareputtingyourchildrenin



danger,kana1.2misalotforsomepeoplemo

elenggoretheycanattackyouforit.

Hope:Waitsegorethatarticleenrobilepelo,ilost

mymothertoabreakinlikethisbabatamadiand

mymotherdidn'tknowanythingaboutthemoney.I

watchedmyfatherliveanemptylifestaringatmy

mother'spicturesgolebothoko.Andmybiggest

fearisfindingmyselfandtryingtofixmylifetheni

losemyfamily..Losingmywifebeforeicaneven

provemyself..

Victor:Ifyou'reafraidofsuchyoucanmovethem

toasaferplaceandmakesurenobodyknows

whereyoustaybecausetheproblemnowisthat

everyoneknowswhereyoustay..

Hope:That'swhatI'mplanning..Totaican'twaitfor

CJtogostayinGabswherehewillbesafebecause

atleasttheyexpecthimtobehere

Victor:IfEllahadsettledinI'dflywithhimthis

weekend,(laughed)WithoutElla'sknowledgeof

course.Sheisafraidtoflysoidoubtshe'dallow

himtofly



Hope:(laughed)KanaokileareCjwilljumpoutofa

windowawhilebackkebatagoyaUKlengwana.

Mosadiwagagokebari,omothabolole

Victor:(laughed)Halekeagoberekahale..Akere

phakelaredumalanyegoreareleseHopekaboswa

andfocusonparentingpeacefully.Oheletsea

bonyepointmme...Ifshecanletthesistergo

aheadwithsuingfor250klemansioneneabea

focusonhereducation...

Hope:MmekanaEllaisOKupstairsproblemshe

getseasilyinfluenced...Akoleberekengsentele

nnaresalwe.

Victor:Ellaisstillachild,shehasadult

responsibilitiesbutomonnyemmehelaomature

shewillgetthere,skamohelelapelo.I'mjustglad

wemetandtalked,nnakeutwagotweheeHopeo

dingalohewehewe

Hope:(laughedastheyshookhands)Waii...Go

tewamadilaiteaka..GotewagoreI'vechangedthe

rulesanddecidedtoputmywifefirst...Agona

comfort.



Victor:(laughed)Ok,I'mgladwemet

Hope:Samehere...Letmegetyournumber

Theyexchangednumbersthenhesteppedoverand

paidbeforewalkingout...

Minuteslatertheybothwalkedoutandheadedto

theparkinglot,Victorgotinhiscaranddroveoff

whileHopedroveoffdiallingRain...

Rain:Hello?

Hope:CanyoubelievegatweRereissuingfor250K

andanothermansion?Iunderestimatedthisgirl,

fromhereI'mcallingmylawyerandI'mgoingtoask

forcustodyyagaPillarsoshecanlearn.

Rain:Shedoesn'thavealawyer,maybeshewon't

sue

Hope:Shecanrepresentherself,shewouldn'twin

evenwithagoodlawyer.MypointisI'mdonebeing



nicetoher.

Rain:Pillarneedsher,don'ttakeherawayfromher.

Letherdowhatshewants,shewon'twinandshe

willgiveupandeventuallydoright.Ithinksheis

depressed,sometimesdepressionmakesyouact

stupid

Hope:Idon'tcare,anywayI'monmyway

Rain:Bye

Hehungupanddroveoff...

Atthehospital...

MeanwhileReredialledHope'sgrandfatherbut

therewasnoanswer,shesighedandturnedback

lookingatherdaughter..Herhandmovedthenshe

reachedoverandheldher...

Rere:Lala?Pilara?Canyouhearmama?



ShemadeasoundthenReresmiledanddialled

Hope...hedidn'tanswerinsteadhesentamessage.

Hope:Pleasetext.

Rere:Pillarwarespond'a

Hope:OK.

Rere:Justlikethat?

Hope:Whatamisupposedtosay?

Rere:Aren'tyouexcited?

Hope:Idon'thavetosharemyexcitementwithyou.

Iwillshowitwhereitsnecessary.Butthanksalot

ofinformingme.

Shesighedanddialledthegrandfatherthenhe

picked...

Steve:Hello?



Rere:(smiled)Goodevening

Steve:ItalkedtoHopeearlierandhetoldmeyou

triedtopoisonhiswifetobe,iunderstoodthefirst

attemptedmurderbutidon'tunderstandthisone...

Youcan'tbeamongstuswithsuchevilthoughts.I

reallyhopeyou'reproudofyourselfforputtingmy

granddaughterinthehospital.Nowiunderstand

whyHopewantsnothingtodowithyoubecausei

alsodon'twantanythingtodowithyou.

Hecutthecallthensheputherphonedownfrom

herearandstareditsadly...

AtHope'sHouse...

Laterthatnightacarparkedinfrontoftheyard,a

youngmansteppedoutwithaskimaskandwalked

tothegate,hejumpedupandsprayedoverthe

surveillancecameralenseaseverythingbecame

darkontherecordings....



Afterafewminutesthecardrovethroughthegate

asoneofmenmanuallyclosedit,thesprayman

walkedaroundlookingforthecamerasandsprayed

thelenses....Anotheronetookouthiselectrician

toolboxandlaiditonthepavementpickingafew

toolsasanotheronekneltbesideshimwithacode

hackingtoolasitbeeped...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...



OnthesamenightRainwalkedovertoTsaronaand

CJwhoweresittingbythediningtabledoingtheir

homeschoolingwork...Cjsighedboredandturned

aroundlookingatthepassagehopingforhisdadto

comeout...

Rain:Cjyoudidn'ttracelikeiaskedyou...

Cj:Myfingersaretootired..

Rain:You'renotgoingtorestuntilyoufinishthese

twopapers...

Sheturnedaroundandpicked4papersdoneby

Tsarona,shecheckedthevowelsandtheywere

correct,smalllettersvsbigletters,countingdolls

andallwerecorrectbutthenumberswereina

mirrorwriting...Shesighedandputdownthepaper..

Rain:This9isnot9anymore,itsPand7lookslike

Fbecausethey'refacingthewrongdirection...You



mustalwaysremembertomakethemfacethisside

ok?

Tsarona:Ok...

Rain:Ok,countto20walkingtothebathroomand

walkbackthencomewritethemcorrectly.

Tsarona:(laughed)Youwantmetocountsoican

forgetwheretheyface

Rain:(laughed)No...Becauseiwanttoseeifyou'll

forgetwhatisaidabout9and7.Go..

Shegotoffherchairandcountedwalkingaway,

RainhandedCjthepencil..

Rain:Pleasetracetheselines,thesewaveswillbe

fun...Andthezigzags..

Cj:Iwantmyrealmom..

Rain:Cjdo1paperthen

Cj:It'sboring..Iwantmydad



Rain:Daddyisworkingrightnow.Hecan'tseeyou

andifyoudon'tdothisiwillspankyou...

Hefoldedhisarmspoutingandlookedather

angrily...

Cj:I'mnotdoingit.

Tsaronawalkedbackandsatdownthenshewrote

downthenumbersshehadmirrorwrittenthenshe

smiledandhandedherpaper..

Rain:(smiled)Good...Nowyoucangosleep

Tsarona:IwantPepperPig

Rain:It'swaypastyourbedtime..

Tsarona:(tearfully)Butiwasagoodgirl

Rain:Yesandyouwatchinthemorning...Go.



TsaronagotoffherchairandwalkedawayasRain

carriedontalkingtoCj,shestoppedbytheir

bedroomandwalkedinwhileherfatherwassitting

onthebedwritingonthelaptop.Shecrawledover

thebedandhuggedherfatherashemovedthe

laptopawayandhuggedher..

Hope:AreyouOK?

Tsarona:IwantPepperPig

Hope:Ok,gowatch...

RainwalkedinwhileCjcriedloudlyfromthedining

area..

Rain:Heiwenagotobed

Tsarona:(crying)IwantPepperPig

Rain:(lookedatthebabyinthecot)Tsaronayou're

goingtowakeyoursister...AndI'mnotplayingwith

you...Doyouwantaflipfloponyourbutt?



Hope:Letherwatch

Rain:It'slate...Pleasedon'tmakethisworse...Go

please..

Hope:WhyisCJcryingkakwa?

Rain:Hehastotraceatleastonepaper.Ican't

believeheis3andhecan'ttraceandhedoesn't

knowasingleletter.

Hope:Isn'tittooearlyforthat?

Rain:It'snot...Tsaronaletgoofdaddy,you're

disturbinghim.

Hopegotoffthebedandcarriedhertoherroom

wherehelaidherdownassherubbedhereyes..

Hope:Tomorrowmorningyou'llwatchok?

Tsarona:Ok...



HopewalkedtothediningareawhereCjwascrying

onhispage..

Hope:Cjjustdoitandgotobed..

Cj:(crying)Iwantmymom

Hopepickedhimupandputdownthepencilas

Rainlookedathim.

Rain:It'sjust5lines...Thefirsttimeisalwaysthe

hardest...Pleaseputhimdown,don'tbabyhim.

Heputhimdownandsighedsteppingback..

Hope:Cjyouhavetodowhatmamaistellingyouto

do...

Heburstintotearscrying,Hopeturnedaroundand



walkedaway...Howhehatedhearinghischildren

cry.

Rain:Whenyou'redonecryingtracethoselines...

Andsinceyou'rewastingtimeI'mgivingyoua2nd

paper.IfIcomeandyou'renotdoneI'mgivingyou

anotherpaperthenwheneveryoneissleepingyou'll

besittingtherewritingapileofpapers.

SheturnedaroundandwalkedawayasCjcried

rubbinghiseyes,Rainwalkedinthebedroomand

startedhernightroutineunbotheredwhileCJcried.

HopetriedtoconcentratebutCJ'scriespenetrated

hisheart,justwhenhewasabouttoclosethe

laptopandgogethissontherewassilence.About

aminutelaterhewalkedinwiththepapersand

stoppedatthedoorlookingatRain..

Rainturnedaroundputtingonherhairbonnetand



smiledatCj...

Rain:(smiled)Areyoudone?

HenoddedsmilingthenRaingotthepagesand

smiledproudly,shemarkedforhimandputastar..

Rain:You'resobrilliant!Youdidsogood..

Cj:(laughedproudly)Itwasn'thard

Rain:Yes,iknow...wewillputthisonthefridgethen

youcanshowittoyourmom.

CJ:Yeah..

Heturnedaroundproudlyandjumpedonthebed

showinghisdad..

Cj:Look!I'mbrilliant

Hope:Yesyou're!Highfive..



HopepickedhimupandwalkedoutasCJsmiled

wavingather...

Cj:Goodnightmama

Rain:Goodnightmyboy..Iloveyou.

Cj:Iloveyoutoo

HetookhimtobedwhileRaintookoffallher

clothesandgotinbednude.Hopewalkedinand

switchedthemainlightsoffleavingthebedside

lamponthenhepeeledtheduvetwiththesheetoff

andslidinbehind,hemovedcloserpullingherbutt

overhisbonerandsighedkissingherneck...

Hope:NowiknowwhyTsaronaisalwaystellingme

lettersatthemall...Ostrictbabe,nnakethomoga

pelo

Rain:ThereasonI'mdoingthatisbecauseilearnt



toreadverylateatschool...Itwasn'tanicefeeling.

IstruggledandeverytimetheEnglishteacheror

SetswanateachercomeswithabookI'dpanic,

eachstudentwouldbeaskedtoreadaparagraph

andwhenitwasmyturnI'dreadsoslowit

embarrassedme...Iworkedhardandmydad

helpedme...Everynightbeforebedtimehe'dcome

tomybedandreadwithme.Igotliberated..

Hopetookadeepbreathholdingherandkissed

her...

Hope:Iunderstand...So...Canwetalknowthatthe

kidsareinbed?

Rainturnedaroundandlaidherheadonhischest

puttingherhandoverhischestcaressinghimas

hisdictwitched...

Rain:(tookadeepbreath)Yeah...Iwasreally



scaredearlier...

Hope:Iwanttomarryyou...I'msorrythatididn't

getachancetoplanourproposalandeverythingis

nowgettingdangerous...butI'vealreadytalkedto

myparents,italkedtoyourfatherandtheyshould

bestartingournegotiationssoon.Iknowyoulove

yourjob,andihatethatihavetoaskyoutoleave

butIwouldn'tdoitifourlivesdidn'tdependonit.I

wantustogoliveinUK...Ifnotforeverthenfora

fewyears...Youcanfindajobthereandiknow

you'llbehiredbecauseyou'regoodatwhatyoudo.

Rain:Afterwhathappenedtodayireallydon'thave

muchofachoicenowdoi...

Hope:No,anduntilthenweneedtobeverycareful...

Iwanttorentahousetemporarilybecauseifthose

peopleknowwhereyouworktheyknowwherewe

bothstay.Verysoontheywillbreakinandtakeone

ofyouasahostagesoicangivethemthemoney.

Rain:Weneedtomove..

Hope:Yah..

Rain:AboutgoingtoUK..Arewegoingwithallthe



children?All4ofthem?

Hope:Ellawon'tagree...SheistooattachedtoCj

andiunderstandwhy,shedoesn'twantCjtofeel

thevoidshefeelswithouthermother...butiknow

shewouldn'tmindhimvisitingmetherethoughshe

willhaveafitabouthimflying.Victorwillhelpon

thatthough...IthinkinacoupleofmonthsElla

won'tbesoafraidofflying

Rain:WhoisVictor?

Hope:Ella'sboyfriend,heisapilot.Heisagood

guy...SheunderstandsEllsandkanatheyjustmet,i

hopetheymakeit.

Rain:Ohok...AndPilara?

Hope:Pillarenetotaidon'tknowbecauseRereis

unpredictable...Butiknowonethingforsure

though,I'mnotpayingherfamilytostaywithPillar.

GakentshemagadigorekebitswerragwePillar

becausesheisminealready,ifsheisstillonthe

culturethingI'llkeeppayingchildsupportwhichi

don'tmindbecauseifeellikeusbringingPillarin

willbringusalotofdrama.Rereisgoingtotrouble



yousoIpreferweleaveeachchildwiththeir

mother...It'ssaferthatway...Whatdoyouthink?

Rain:YeahbutithinkRereisinwaytoodeep...She

islosingitandPillarisnotsafewithher.Alsoshe

hasacase,whatifsheisremandedorfoundguilty,

whowillremainwithPillar?WewillbeinUKandit

won'tbeeasytojustcome...Thatonenightortwo

nightsinheruncle'shousemightchangeherlife.

Courtslikegivingbailtochildmolesters..Whatif

thatPeterisoutwhileyou'reonyourwayorworse

theunclehimselfmightdosomethingtoPillar.I

don'ttrustthemifReregoestojail...Let'sjustget

her.Ithinktherewillbemoredramawithherinher

carethanwithus.SheshouldbelearningherABCs

insteadofgoinginandoutofthehospital..1stit

wasthetoiletthingandnowthis,allinjustone

month.Itstoomuch,I'dfeelguiltyifTsaronaturned

outhappierandhealthier,they'retechnicallytwins.

Hope:Sheisgoingtocourtformyinheritanceand

shewantsmymother'shouse.Shewon'tgiveus

Pillarbecausesheishermealticket

Rain:Wenaaskforcustodyyangwanaandignore



her,themagistratewilldecidetherestafter

evaluatingthebothofyou..

Hope:Areyousureyou'llhandlehavingastepchild

overbabe?Idon'twantanythingthatremindsyou

ofmycheating...Totagakebatebanabannathata

lewenabecausebothofthemwerebornoutof

infidelity,itsnotlikeyoufoundmewiththem.Ibile

CjkammonabecauseyouknowI'veneverslept

withEllabutPillarene-Let'sjustleavethem..Trust

meitwon'tbeeasyforyou...

Rain:Don'tworryaboutit...IfitgetstoodifficultI'll

letyouknowthenwecanreturnher.Gonejaanai

thinkicanhandleit.It'sforherowngood.She

needsabreak..

Hope:Areyousure?

Rain:Yeah...

Hope:Ok,wewillgiveitatry.Ifitgetshardjustlet

meknowandI'lltakeherbacktohermother.The

lastthingiwantsyounotenjoyingyourfamily

becausethereisareminderrightnexttoyou,I'm

beingrealistic...Iwantyoutobehappy.You



deserveit.Rerecanhandleherchild,nowoman

shouldcarryanotherwoman'sburden.

Rain:(smiled)Iknow...I'llletyouknowwhenican't

handleit.

Hope:Thankyou..

Heliftedhisheadandkissedherforeheadbefore

leaningbackastheybothmomentarilythought

aboutlifeinUK...

AtElla'sHouse...

MeanwhileEllaclosedherbookyawningand

smiledholdingthephonetalkingtoherboyfriend...

Ella:Showmeyourdick

Hemovedthecameratohisdickandheldititas



shelaughedandlaiddownshowinghimherpusi..

Victor:(laughed)Weneedtostop..I'mgettinghard...

Heshiftedthecameratohisfaceastheysmiled..

Victor:ImetHopeandCJearlieratthemall..We

talkedandithinkiliketheguy

Ella:(laughed)Heisnotbadene..

Victor:Yeah...Ifyouweren'tsoafraidofflyingI'd

organiseyouweeklytripstoseeCJ...You'dcome

everyFridayandreturnSundayafternoon.

Ella:Ronaraloiwamothowamodimo..badimosale

barekhandilelegowakhujwanaiseewe...

Theylaughedoutloud....

Atthehospital...



MeanwhileRerewalkedoutofthetoiletandlaidon

thebedbesidesherdaughter,sheheldPillar'shand

andtookashortprayerbeforedozingoffwhile

holdingher....

Hergrandmotherwalkedoverwhilesheandher

daughterslept,shewasn'tsurehowshewasableto

seethisbecauseshecouldseeherselfsleeping..

HergrandmothertearfullytouchedPillar'sforehead

asifshewasprayingforherorblessingher,Rere

liftedherheadandlookedathergrandmotherwho

heldherhandandsmiled..

Grandmother:Checkmywardrobe...Thefilethat

hadallmypapers,whereikepteverything.Read

everything...You'llcrynomore..Angerwillbeyour

downfall,don'tmakedecisionswhileyou'reangry...

Donotexpectanythingfromanyoneandyou'll

neverbedisappointed..



Hergrandmotherturnedaroundandwalkedaway

asshefollowedher,sheturnedaroundandlooked

ather..

Grandma:Pleasegobacktoyourdaughter...Don't

walkintothelight..

Hergrandmotherturnedandwalkedtowardsthe

brightshiningsunthatalmostblindedher,she

graspedforairwakingupandleapeduplooking

aroundsweating...

AtHope'sHouse....

Thetwoyoungmenstandingatthedoorfinally

managedtodisengagethealarmandsmiledatone

another,theyturnedgivingtheguyonthelookouta

signalbeforegrabbingatoolboxastheysilently

workedonthedoorlock....



Meanwhileanothermanlandedinsidethe

screenwallandrantowardsthehousewherehe

stuckhisbodythereforafewminutes..Bewalked

alongthewallandstuckhisheadpeakingatthem,

heglancedatthecameraplacedontopofthetree

thenhelookedathisphoneandtookoutagunthen

heturnedaroundandpointedatthemwhilethey

werebusyunscrewing..

Him:Pxx!

Theyturnedaroundandfrozeliftingtheirhands...

Man:Wedon'thaveguns...Don'tshoot..

Withoutspeakingthemanpointedthemtothecar,

theyfollowedoneanother,theotherguyonthe

lookoutjumpedoutofthecarandrantowardsthe

gate,thegunmanpointedathimandshothimon

theleginstantly...Almostasifitwasn'tnighttime...



Therewerelightsbuttheshotwasprecise...So

goodthatitsentshiversdowntheothertwoguys

spines...

Stillwithoutsayinganythinghewalkedovertothe

bleedingguyandpointedhimtothecar,helimped

tothecarsilentlythegunmanpointedattheother

guy'sfoot..

Him:Please...Wearejustthieves...Wedon'tkill...

Heshothimonthelegandhefelldownscreaming,

thegunmanpointedtotheremainingguyashewet

hispantsshaking...

Him:Please...WejustwantedtoscareHope...we

wantedransommoneyandweweren'tgoingto-

Herecognisedthisyoungman'svoice,ithadbeen



yearssincehehearditbutitwasdefinitelyhimand

thebetrayalheknewHopewouldfeelcutdeep...He

shothimoneachlegwithouthesitationandaimed

athisforeheadbutthegunjammed.

Hakeem:Uhhhhhhh!HELLLP!

Gunman:Shhh!

Thegunmanliftedhimandthrewhiminthebackof

carthenhepointedthemin,theyhoppedinthenhe

wavedatthemwithagunwithablackskimaskand

leathergloves...

Thedriversteppedonitanddroveoff,thegunman

walkedbehindthehouseandsteppedonthebricks

beforejumpingoverthewiredscreenwall...

*

*

*



*
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AtRain'sHouse...

ThenextmorningHopebrushedhisteethstanding

shirtlessinfrontofthemirrorandleanedover

spittinginthesinkwhileRainpoopedinthetoilet

besideshim.Shestaredathimroughlybrushinghis

teethandpokinghisthroatgaggingandmaking

funnysounds...Shehadforgottenhowthisguy

brusheshisteeth,andthiswasexactlythewayher

fatherbrushedhisteethtoo...

Rain:Kantewhydoyouhavetobesoroughwith

yourmouth?



Heignoredherandrinsedhismouthbeforeturning

backtoher...

Hope:Focusonpooping...Mrspoopy!

Rain:(laughed)Mxm!

Hope'sphoneranginthebedroomthenhegrabbed

thetpandwalkedoutwithit.

Rain:(laughedshouting)UhHopetherratisatp...

Hope:wipeyourselfwithyourhand!

Hewalkedinthebedroomandpickedthelawyer's

call...

Hope:Hello?

Lefika:Morning,oneofmyworkersisoutside

bringingyouthecarforRain,thekeysforthenew



houseareintherewiththecardfortherealestate

company.I'vegivenyouthedirector'scontact

becauseidon'twantanyoneknowingyourfamily's

location.HisnameisLefa,yourfatherandiarevery

closetohim.

Hope:Thankyou...Letmelethimin.

Lefika:Sure.

Hehungupandwalkedtothebathroomwherehe

threwRainthetp,helaughedathersittingtherenot

surewhattodothenheclosedthedoorandwalked

out.

Hepulledthegateopenandthecardrovein,they

shookhandsandexchangedcarsthenthemanleft

withRain'scar.

HopeleanedagainstthecaranddialledElla...



Ella:Hello?

Hope:Goodmorning...Howareyou?

Ella:I'mgood...

Hope:Yeah,ihaveasituation...Thatarticlehas

kindofmotivatedafewbrokepeopletotroubleme

soI'vedecidedthatineedtomove,butbeforeiget

intothatiwantedtotellyouthatkeanyala...very

soon.

Ella:OnyalaRain?

Hope:Yeah..Andit'sgoingtobeaveryquick

wedding.

Ella:Ok,congratulations..

Hope:Thanks..Sorightaftergettingmarriedweare

planningtomovetoUK...

Ella:(smiled)IfthisisaboutCJyoualreadyknow

myanswerright?

Hope:(laughed)Hewillfalloutofawindow?

Ella:(laughed)Fosektherra!(theylaughed)It'snot

that...HewillvisityouinUKduringholidaysand



thingslikethatbutI'mstayingwithhim.Heisthe

onlyfamilyihave...Myonlyreasonfornotaborting

thattimewasthatI'llfinallyhavefamily.

Hope:True...Butiwasn'taskingyousoicanstay

withhim,Rainwouldn'tmindbutI'moftheviewthat

nowifedeservestotakecareofachildfrom

infidelity...Cjgasewainfidelitybut..

Ella:Yeah,iunderstand.

Hope:Iwasjusttellingyoumyplanssoyoucanbe

awarebecauseweshareachild.

Ella:Ok..Victortoldmeyouguysmet

Hope:Yeah,heisagoodguy...Ilikehim

Ella:(laughed)Helikesyoutoo..Hesaysishouldn't

troubleyousowecanallparentpeacefully.

Hope:Akoskamokhandathemma...Wenao

moveronreallyquick.AbeetaarenaleCjrebonye

wapeloabeosenya.

Ella:(laughed)Nnyaammeilovehim...

Hope:Alright,shap



Ella:Shap

HehungupanddialledVictor..

Victor:Yeah

Hope:Whattimeisyourflight?

Victor:It's2pm...butbringCJlike15minutesbefore

time.I'mgoingtotellthemheismyson,areyouOK

aboutthat?

Hope:(laughed)Kengwanawagagoakereee?

Tabeosayake

Victor:(laughed)Majitabasensitiveaboutthat

issue,togaojampa

Hope:(laughed)Aenoskawara

Victor:Alright,shapo.Youdidn'ttellheranything

right?

Hope:No,ididn'tsayanything.

Victor:Alright,cool



Hehungupandwalkedbackinthehouse...

AtthetemporaryHouse...

LaterthatmorningHopeunlockedthehouse

carryinghisdaughterwhileTsaronaandCJstood

behindhim,Rainwalkedintalkingtothephone..

Rain:Yes...I'vejustemailedyoumyleaveof

absencerequest,iattachedthepolicereportas

well....thankyousir...No,I'mactuallyverysafeand

I'mdoinggreat.Yes...Thankyou..

Shehungupandsmiledlookingatthehouse..

Rain:Wow,it'sbeautiful...Yourfathertrulyhad

connections



Hope:Yeah...Iactuallyfeelbadfordraggingmy

lawyertocourt.

Heputthebabydownandsighed...

Hope:Ihavetogotakecareofafewthings.My

unclealsocalledme,theyprobablywanttoupdate

mewiththemarriagethingy.

Rain:Ok,letmegetourfood...

HopeswitchedtheTVonforthechildrenwhileRain

broughtafewoftheirthings...

Atthehospital...

MeanwhileRerestoodbywhilethedoctorremoved

Pillar'smask...



Doctor:Shewon'tbeneedingamaskorthefeeding

tube...Dokeepaneyeonherandcallmeif

anythinggoeswrong.

Rere:Thankyou...

Doctor:(smiledatPillar)Howareyoubaby

Pillarsmiledbackatthedoctorunabletotalkback...

Rere:Docthereissomethingineedtotalktoyou

about...Sinceshedoesn'tneedoxygenanda

feedingtubecan'tyoudischargeus?I'msayingthis

becauseihaveacaseandI'moutonbail,oneofmy

bailconditionsisthatimustreportmyselfatthe

policestationeveryFridaybefore4pm.Ihavetobe

thereorelseI'llbetakentojailandmydaughterwill

bealone.

Doctor:Ican'tdischargeyouwithherinthis

condition,pleasedon'tbetooexcitedabouther

gettingofftheoxygenmaskandfeedingtube,her

organsareslowlyrecovering



Rere:Iknow...ButI'mcaughtbetweenthisandmy

freedomaswell.Amiallowedtoleaveforafew

minutesjusttoreportmyselfandcomeback?

Doctor:Thischildstillmaximumattention...Ireally

don'tknowwhattotellyou,can'tyoucallthepolice

andtellthemyou'reinthehospitalwithyourchild?

Rere:Theymightwanttoknowwhathappenedori

mighthavetoexplainwhatI'mdoinghere...Iam

alsonotsupposedtobeinvolvedinasimilarcrime.

Ididn'ttrytopoisonmybabydaddy'sgirlfriendbut

ifthepolicefindoutiamgoingtojail..

Doctor:Isuggestyouasksomeonetogothereon

yourbehalfandexplainorcallthepoliceyourself.I

havejustremovedthesetubesandifanythinggoes

wrongyoumustbehere..

Rere:Ok...Iunderstand.

Doctor:Thankyou...

ThedoctorwalkedoutthenRerestoodupand

walkedinthebathroomwhereshetookashower



andgotdressed.

Shehungherbagoverhershoulderandstoodby

thebedlookingatPillar...

Rere:I'mcomingok?Iwon'tbelong...

Pillarjustlookedatherasshewalkedoutand

closedthedoor.

Rerelookedbothsidesbeforequicklypassingby

thenursestationwhilethenurseondutywasstill

onthecomputer.

Shewalkedoutofthebuildingandheadedtothe

parkinglotwhereshegotinhercaranddroveoff...

AtHope'sHouse...



LaterthatmorningHopepressedthegategate,the

gatedidnotopen.Thewasprobablyanelectricalso

hesteppedoutandunlockedthedoorthenhe

pushedtheslidinggate...Heimmediatelynoticed

bloodstainsonthepavementthenhewalked

towardsthehouse,therewastwomoreblood

stainsonthepavementthenhewalkedtowardsthe

doorandchecked...Thedoorwasstillintactthough

thealarmhadbeenruined...

HedialledtheofficerinchargeofRain'scaseabout

gettingfollowedthenhewalkedaroundthehouse

inspectingit...

Him:Hello?

Hope:Ijustcheckedmysurveillancecamera,it

seemssomeguysbrokeintomyyard,theyblocked

mycamerassoican'tseewhathappenednextbut

therearebloodstainssoidon'tunderstandifthey

wereinterruptedortheyfoughtagainstthemselves



kanajang.

Him:Ok,pleasedon'ttouchanything.Wewillbe

theresoon.

Hope:Thankyou..

Him:Bye

HehungupanddialledHakeem...

Hakeem:(lowvoice)Hello?

Hope:Heiman,caniseeyou?

Hakeem:I'minGaboroneforaworkshop,I'lltalkto

youwhenigetback

Hope:Thoughtyouwantedtogohangoutandhave

drinks

Hakeem:Andthenspanehappenedlaiteaka,retaa

bua.

Hope:Ok,cool



Hehungupthoughtfully...

AtGrandmother'shouse...

LateratnoonReredrovethroughthegateasalot

ofpeoplesatunderthetreehavingtraditionalbeer

whileherhometheatreplayedrhumbamusic...

Sheparkedundertheothertreeandsteppedoutas

hercousinwalkedoutwithatrayoftraditionalbeer

servedinmayonnaiseglasses..

Her:Rereyou'renotevensupposedtobehere...I

shouldcallthepolice.

Rere:I'mnotheretofight,ijustwanttogetmy

granny'sfile..Canyougiveittome?

Her:No,mymotherandfatherstayinthathouseso

youcan'tgetanythingfromthere.

Rere:Howdidyougetinmyhouse?



Her:ThievesbrokeinandpapathoughtIshould

moveintheretoprotectyourthings.Weneveruse

yourradio,it'sjusttoday..Youneedtoleavebefore

papagetsback..Mmeeneibileshedoesn'teven

wanttoseeyou...

Herphonerangthenshepicked..

Rere:Hello?

Hope:Whereareyou?

Rere:Itookawalkaroundthehospital.Iwastired

ofsleepinganddoingnothing...I'mcoming

Shehungupandwalkedtowardshergrandmother's

houseasthecousinfollowedher..

Her:GetoutorI'mcallingthepolice...



Rerewalkedinthelivingroomandheadedtothe

bedroomwhichwaslocked.Shesighedandwalked

outthenshejumpedinthecaranddrovetothe

policestationforappearance..

Atthehospital....

Hopewalkedoutofthebuildingandwaitedinthe

parkinglotwatchingthegate,hetookouthisphone

anddialledhisuncle...

Katlo:Yeah

Hope:ImanagedtotalktoRainandsheagreedto

move.Sheistypingherresignationletterandshe

shouldbeaskingforarecommendationletterso

thatshecanapplyonceshehassettledinUK.

Katlo:Perfect...I'llpersonallyhelpyouguysfind

jobshere...Ihopeyourbusinesswillrunsmoothly

Hope:Theywill...



Katlo:Howareyourfinancesthough,willtheylast

youinUK?Andwithallthechildren?

Hope:CJisn'tcomingandireallyhopePillarwon't

cometoo...RainfeelsitssafertogethersinceRere

hasaseriouscasebutihonestlydon'twantdrama

forRain.Pillarcomingmeanstsheleyothefrom

RereandRerecanbeviolent...Raineneisjust

lookingattheadvantagesforPillarbuthonestlynna

kegakebatedistepchildreninourmarriage

becauseitcan'tbeeasyforRain.Iknowiwouldn't

behappyifRainbroughtanotherman'schildafter

cheating...I'mfinesupportingthemwiththeir

mothersibilebaetakadiholidaysandiftheyvisit

andbringnonsensetheywon'tvisituntilthey

behaveoruntiltheirmothersbehave.Ifeellike

bringingachildfrommycheatingwilldepressher

withoutherevennoticing.

Katlo:ButPillarisn'tsafewithRere...Nnatotagake

fileRere...ItrustRainmore

Hope:Rereishermother,itsnotRain's

responsibility.Everymothershouldfocusontheir

kidsbutI'mjustgoingtoaskRerehelabecause



Rainfeelsitssafe...Haganaiwon'tfightherandI'll

tellRaingoremmagwengwanawagana,iknow

Rainwon'tpushtheissue.

Katlo:SowhathappenswhenReregoestojail?

Hope:I'llcrossthatbridgewhenigetthere,I'llcome

getherorEllawilltakeherortheroyalfamilywill

akeretheylikedRereandtheywerefriends.

Katlo:(laughed)Ella?KanaEllahasafamily...Didn't

yousayshehasaboyfriendwhoisbondingwithCj

Hope:OKEllawon'tsoI'llcomegetherortheroyal

familywillgether.Iamjusttryingtodowhat'sbest

foreveryone.

Katlo:Iunderstandyou.

Hope:RereleftPillarinthehospitalalone,ifound

heralonestrugglingtobreathandthedoctorput

herbackontheoxygen.

Katlo:wheredidshego?

Hope:Idon'tknow...Rainmighthaveapointabout

Rerenotbeinginherrightmind...(sighed)Waitsei

don'tknownow..(Reredrovethroughthegate)She



ishere,bye

HehungupasReredrovethroughthegatewith

speedandparkedthecar..

Hewalkedovertoherasshegotoutandslammed

thedoor..

Hope:Leavingachildunattended?

Rere:Ihadtoreportmyself...Youknowmybail

conditions..Ifidon'treportmyselftheytakemeto

jail.

Hope:Isee..

ShepacedinthebuildingasHopewalkedbehind

her..

Hope:Shewasn'tbreathingproperlywheniwalked



insotheyputherbackontheoxygen.

Rere'sheartskippedassheincreasedherwalking

pace,minuteslatertheywalkedinandshechecked

onPillarandsighedinrelief.

MeanwhileHopeleanedagainstthewallandputhis

handsinthepocketslookingather...

Hope:Weneedtotalk...I'mgettingmarried..

Sheturnedaroundandlookedathim...

Hope:AndI'mmovingtoUK...Myfamilyisn'tsafe

inMaun...ButI'vealsoalwayswantedtolive

abroadforawhilejusttoexperienceadifferent

environmentsoI'mleavingrightafterthewedding.

Rainandihavediscussedthisandagreedthatit's

besttogetPillarsinceyouhaveatrialcomingup.



Youcanhaveherbackifyou'refoundnotguilty

becauseonceguiltyshewillbehomelessuntili

comegether..AndUKisfar.

Rere:Nooneistakingmychild...TellRaintoplay

veryfarfrommydaughter...Ifherchildrenaren't

enoughforhersheshouldmakemore.Rainwa

lowakante,howcanshethinkoftakingawaymy

daughterwhensheknowsihavenooneelse...O

reeRaingoreotaanyelangwanayokemo

itsholetse..Letaanyelalothekabobedi...{TellRain

togofuckherself,bothofyoushouldfuckoff}

Hopecalmlylookedatherasshewentonand

on...mostofthedeepinsultshehadheardfromher

andatthispointhesureknewhemadetheright

decision,healwaysthoughtthatguybrokeherand

thoughtheunderstoodwhyshetriedtokillherex

boyfriendbutthisrightherefeltlikedodginga

bullet....

Rere:You'renottakingmychildfromme..Leska



batagonyelelamothogongyamelebonakenale

stresssantuyamelebusinessequipmentyame.

You'rejustuselessinmylifeHopebecauseyou

don'twanttohelpmewithaccommodationoreven

justastartupcapital..Yourcompaniesmakemoney,

yourfarmisleasedbydifferentprojects,bothyour

mansionshavewhitepeoplehastenantsplusthe

moneyyoujustreceived.Youcan'tgivemeatleast

10ktostartabusiness

Hope:Idon'tsupportex's...Gaoresponsibilityyame

andthereisnothingthatwillconvincemetogive

youevenP1ifit'snotformydaughter...Anyways

thanksforyourresponseaboutPillar.Shewon'tbe

goingtoUKandIcouldn'tbemorehappier.Iguess

everyonewillbehappy,Rainwithherdaughters,

Ellawithhersonandyouwithyours.It'sfair

becausenoonewillbedoinganother's

responsibility.Raindoesn'tparentlikeyouorElla,

herhouserulesaretotallydifferentsoidon'twant

hergettingcriticisedforthat.Marriagewithstep

childrenneverworksoutifithasababymamayo

morakagapealedipuodibothalikeyou,Rainaka



jelamoleswenghaakannalengwanawagago.

(tookadeepbreathandsighed)IbroughtPillar

somethingtoeatthereandafewtoys...Haveagood

day...

Hegentlytouchedhissleepingdaughterand

walkedout..

AMONTHLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtSSKIAirport(Gaborone)...

Victorwalkeddownthestairsholdingthephonefor

Cjwhilehetalkedtohisdadviavideocall...

Hope:(smiled)Areyouabouttofly?

Cj:Yeah...MynameisCaptainCj

Hope:(laughed)Ayeayecaptain...Haveasafeflight

captainCj..

Cj:(saluted)Byebye

Victormovedthephonetohimself..

Victor:Hesaidhewantedtotalktoyou..

Hope:Alright,thanks.Rainwillpickhimup,Ihavea

courtcase.Igaveheryournumber

Victor:Great,bye



Hehungupandjoinedhiscrewcarryinghisstep

son....

AtthehideoutHouse...

Rainfixedhermakeupthenshegrabbedthering

lightandwalkeddownthestairsheadingtothe

wineceller.

Shepluggeditandtookapictureholdingaglassof

winewithacollectionofwinesbehindher,she

walkedupandstoppedinthebathroom,sheputa

bottleofwineandglassthenshetookapicturewith

Hope'sshirt...Shestuckherbuttouttakingmore

sexypicturesandthegirlsburstinasshejumped

andstoodproperly...

Tsarona:Iwanttopee



TsaronapulleddownherpantiesandpeedasRain

sighedandwalkedoutside,thegirlsfollowedher

andshetookmorepictureswiththem.

Shelaterwalkedbackinthehouseandlaidonthe

bedgoingthroughlotsofpicturesandpickingthe

best...Herfathercalledthenshepicked...

Rain:Hello?

Mike:Hibaby,didIwakeyou?

Rain:No,I'mupalready

Mike:Ok,theeldersneedyoubackathome,they

longwantedyouandiexplainedyoursafety

situationbutnowthattheweddingisthisweekend

youcan'tbecomingfromelsewhereandyou

definitelycan'tbewithHope.Heshouldn'tbewith

youfromtodayuntilthedayhegetsyouashiswife

Rain:Eerra,I'lltellHopeandcomeover

Mike:I'llberesponsibleforyoursafety.Don'tworry

aboutit,youandthechildrenwillbesaferundermy



care.

Rain:(smiled)Iknow

Mike:Howhaveyoubeen?Iknowitmusthavebeen

difficultleavingyourjob

Rain:(laughed)Itwasbutthepossibilityofworking

overseasisexciting...PlusI'veworkedforsolong

I'menjoyingthisfreetime.Ifinallyhavetimefor

picturesandmanymore...I'mseeingmychildren

moreanditfeelsnice.

Mike:Alright,papawagoratamaleswenyana

Rain:(laughedblushing)Iloveyoutoo

Shelaughedhangingupandlookedatthetime,she

gasped,shewaslatetopickCj!Shequicklyputon

herclothesandgotthechildrenthenshejumpedin

theborrowedcaranddroveoff...

AtMaunInternationalAirport...



Laterthatmorningshedroveintotheparkinglot

anddialledVictor...

Victor:Hello?

Rain:Hi,itsRain.I'mintheparkinglot..sorryI'mlate

Victor:(laughed)Ok,I'mwalkingout...Don'tworry,i

gaveyoutimeknowingyoumightbe10minutes

late...Iknowladiesibilewenaobotoka,ifitwasElla

shewouldhavebeen1hourlateandcalledtoask

mewhattimeisaidilandedagain..

Rain:(laughed)Ellaeneoworse

Victor:Yeah...I'mwalkingtowardstheparkinglot,

waveatme.

Shehungupandsteppedoutthenshewavedas

VictorwalkedovercarryingCjandhisbag.

Cjsmiledandwaved..



Cj:Mama!?IwantTsaronaandTsotlhe.

Fromadistanceshewasn'tsurewhatCjwas

sayingbutknowinghimhewasprobablyasking

aboutthesister's,Rainlaughedandopenedthe

doorandtookoutthegirls,theylaughedandran

towardshim,Victorputhimdownandtheyran

towardsoneanotherandhugged,firstCjand

TsaronawhileTsothetriedtocatchup,Cjpicked

heruplikeabigbrotherhewasbitinghislowerlip

andcarriedhertothecar..

Cj:(pantingcarryinglittlesister)Ihavegiftsforyou

Tsarona:Forme?

Cj:Yup!Iwentshoppingwithmymom...Notthis

mommyrealmom

Rainlaughedatthelaststatement,andnowshe

knewkidsarejustinnocent...Whenhesaidthisin

anargumentitfeltsowrongandnow...Sosweet!



ShesmiledandshookhandswithVictorashe

handedherthebag...

Victor:Nicetomeetyou,andcongratulationsonthe

wedding

Rain:Thankyou.

Victor:Bye

Rain:Eerrabye

VictorleanedinthecarwhileTsaronaandCJ

struggledtostraptheirlittlesisteronthecarseat.

Victor:ByeCj..

Theyhighfive'd...

Cj:Tsaronathat'smyotherdad...Notmyrealdad



butheismyotherdad.

Tsarona:Youhavetwodaddies?

Cj:Yes...Twomomsandtwodaddies...Thereal

daddyandmyrealmomisin...(toVictor)Whereis

mom?

Victor:Gabs

Cj:Gabs

Rain:WaitsegorrCJissofluent...

Victor:Bythetimeheis6tabeaemeladithophotsa

Maunareyakelaaregaatsayapusotabedisalary

dioketswa.

Rain:(laughed)Heisgoingtobeverybrilliant..

Victor:(laughed)Ellawassurprisedthatyoutaught

himtowritehisnameandhecanidentifyletters

andnumbers..

Rain:Cjisbrilliant...

Victor:Drive1safely

Rain:Bye



Hewalkedawaythenshegotinanddroveoutwhile

CJhandedeachsisteratoy,RaindialledElla..

Ella:Hello?

Rain:It'sRain,iwantedtoletyouknowthati

managedtopickCjfromhisdad,I'mnowheading

home.

Ella:Ohthankyou...Themmatankiwenaididn't

knowCjhasbeenwritingkoo,iwrotehisnameon

someformandhetoldmeididn'twriteitproperly.

WaitsehakechekakeithelakekwadileChange

insteadofChance..That'swheniaskedhimtowrite

hisname.Eehmosimanyanagokwalaleinahela

sente...Andthenistartedtestinghim,ngwanake

mmaaitsealltheletters.Waitsethewholemall

walkhewasspellingthelettersandiwasemotional.

Ididn'tknowa3yearoldcanactuallysayABC's

andheknowshowtowriteChancecorrectly.Rona

kanarekopanyelepencilkogostandard1banaba

dipreschoolbaregaisagore,ketswagotsosa



thogokogoseven,wheniwasadoptedkehabo

mamabampatelatutorkekedhandigorewena.

Rain:(laughed)You'rewelcomebutnerelwalantha

mma,gotwemyfingersaretiredheweheweiwant

myrealmom

Ella:(laughed)Cjkedramaboyhle,withmehe

refuses.Ioncetriedwheniheardkidsmustlearn

earlierwaiidramaboykehaganaganisayinghe

wantshisdadnnaabekelesakereteacherwa

standard1otataaipontsha.

Rain:(laughed)Nnyaammehelikeswritingand

colouringnow.Iknewhewasbrilliantwhenhewas

speakingfluentlybecauseitmeansthebrainhas

developed..Iwasshockedthathemanagedtolearn

hisnameinjustamonththough.Children'sbrains

willshockyou.

Ella:Thanksalot.

Rain:You'rewelcome,bye

Ella:Bye



Shehungupanddroveoff....

AtCj'splot...

LaterthatmorningReresteppedoutofthehouse

andputthelaundryoutsideandgrabbedabucket

tofetchwaterbythetap...

Shestoodbythetaplookingattheyard,shehad

neverregrettedleavingtheforcelikenow...Herlife

hadchangedsomuchshecouldn'teventhinkof

anywheretostartfixingit..Andhereshewas

homeless..Awholesoldier...Tearsfilledhereyes

asshelookedattheoneroomshestayedinyetshe

ownedahousewithlotsofbedroomsandtwo

bathrooms...Nowhereshewasusingapitlatrine

toilet...Whyhermotherwouldn'tjustcomeandface

herbrothertohelphergetherhousebackshehad

noideaandnowshewasbeginningtohateher..



Thewateroverflowedthensheclosedthetapand

carriedthebuckettotheplasticbathswhereshe

soakedherdaughter'sclothes...

Shecheckedthetimeandhurriedbackinsidewhere

shequicklygotreadyforthecourtcaseand

preparedherdaughter...

Rere:Pillar?Saymama...Mama..

Pillarjustsmiledbacksittingontheedgeofthebed

whilehermotherputhershoeson.Rerehandedher

atoy,butshejusthelditwithoutanyinterestonit...

Shegrabbedabowlofsoftporridgeandtried

feedingher,Pillarshookherheadwithhermouth

closed..

Rere:Youhavetoeat..You'regoingtobe



hungry..wearegoingtothemall.

Shebroughtthespoonclosertohermouthbut

Pillarshookherhead.Rerecovereditandputitin

thefridge,shefixedherdaughter'shairribbonand

putherdown..

Rere:Let'sgo..

Pillartookafewstepsandsatdowncrying,Rere

turnedaroundannoyedandlookedatherbutthe

soundofhercrywasdifferent,itwasasadone...

Almostasifshewastooweaktocry,eventhetone

wasweakasshelostherbreathintheprocessof

crying.She'dneverseenherdaughtersoskinny,

shelockedthedoorandpickedherupputtingher

onherchest..

Sheputherinthecaranddroveoff...



AtMaunmagistrateCourt....

LaterthatmorningHopesatonthebenchesinfront

ofthecourtroomindicatedonhissummonsthen

hedialledRain.

Rain:Hello

Hope:DidyoumanagetogetCJ?

Rain:Yes,heiswiththegirls.Howisitgoing?

Hope:I'mwaitingtogetin

Rain:Pleaseexplaintothemagistratewhyyouwant

thecustodyofyourdaughter.

Hope:Babeialreadyexplainedtoyouthatidon't

wanttofightRereoverthis,canwejuststoptalking

aboutgettingcustodyyangwana?Whycan'tyou

seethingsfrommypointofview?Iamsotiredof

dealingwithRereijustwantherdramafaraway

fromme.

Rain:HopewherewillPillargoifRereisfound



guiltyolekoUK?NnakanangwanayooI'vebonded

withherandshecallsmemama.Idon'twanttofail

hertoo

Hope:(angrily)Sheisnotyourchild!

Shekeptquietandheputhishandoverhisface

regrettablyandswallowed..

Hope:Ican'tbelieveisaidthat,I'msorry...Please

forgiveme.Ididn'tmeanitlikethat...Ijust..

Rain:Nevermind

Hope:No,wait,don'thangup...Babelisten...Can

youlethermakechoicesaboutherdaughter,ias

thefatherhavedecidedtogoalongwithwhatever

shewants.

Rain:SoPillarwon'tcometotheweddingtoo?

Hope:ReregaabateataandI'mnotgoingtofight

heroverit.Ifshedoesn'twantmydaughteratmy

weddingthensobeit,I'mjustnothavingdrama

anymore.



Rain:Ijoo,gosiamerra.Letmemakebreakfastfor

theseones.

Hope:Sure

Hehungupandleanedback...

MinuteslaterOrefewalkedinthewaitingareaand

walkedpastHopewithoutaword,shesatbesides

anotherladyandtookoutherphone..

Hopelookedatheronceunbotheredandputonhis

earpodslisteningtomusic.

ShetextedaFacebookfriendonWhatsApp..

Rere:Atcourtnow.Ibilethismonthhedidn'tsend,

wheniaskedhimwherethemoneyishesaidheis

waitingtohearfromthecourthowmuchheshould

pay.Thanksfortheadvicedear



Her:You'rewelcome,don'tpanic.Kochild

maintenancefather'sarechargedaccordingtotheir

payslip,justbecauseanothermanwasorderedto

payP500asasecurityguarddoesn'tmeanawhole

CEOwithtwocompanieswillbechargedthesame

amount.TheP2000thatHopeisgivingyouis

peanutscomparedtowhatthepharmacyandhis

logisticscompanymakes.Heshouldbegivingyou

the5Kyou'reaskingfor.Andotherbenefitsthathis

childrenareenjoying,howcanPillarbestayingina

oneroomwhenhisotherchildrenarestayingin

betterhouses.

Rere:Iwon'tgiveup,Hopewillgivemydaughterher

sharebeforehemarriesthistraitor.Ifeelbetrayed

byRain,weagreedtodumphimbecauseheisa

cheatthensheturnsaroundandmarrieshim.

That'sfinethough,ijustwantthemoneytostarta

businessformydaughter.

Minuteslaterthemaintenancecourtroomdoors

openedandagroupofpeoplewalkedinandtook

theirseats.



Everyoneputtheirphonesonsilentandquietly

waited.Acourtclerkwalkedinandgreeted

everyone..

Clerk:Goodmorning,ificallouryournames,kindly

followmetothechamber...MerriamNkobeand

JusticeMorui.

Thewomanandthemanstooduptofollowthe

courtclerk.Hopetookouthisphoneandpressedit,

hehadamessagefromthelawyer.

Him:Didyoudoasasked?

Hope:I'mnotgivingOrefe5Kpermonth,wapeka

ibileshemustfindajob.

Him:DoyoureallythinkChancewantshis

grandchildincourt?Andifthemagistratelooksat

yourpayslipyouwillsurelypaybetweenP2000

andP3000,I'msayingthisbecauseiknowyour



finances.

Hope:Ibroughttherightbankstatementforthis

andI'msavingformychildren'spreschools.I

alreadytoldthemothersthatI'llbepayingschool

feesandtoppingwithP500.That's2.5Kpermonth

plusschoolfeeswhichisroughlyathousand

becauseiwantthemtogotoadecentschoolsoI'll

bespendingalmost3.5Kwhichisn'tgoodenough

forOrefesoI'mgoingtogiveherexactlywhatthe

courtoffers.I'vealreadytoldeveryoneI'mnot

Orefe'sfatherandiwon'tgiveher5K,whatever

situationsheisinsheputherselfthere,ontopof

thatOrefekepooobataphikisanalennasoIwon't

givehershit.Shehasn'tallowedmenearPillarjust

becauseI'mnotgivingherthe5Kmmeshewasfine

with2Kbeforeshedecidedtoleavetheforceso

shecanfindaboyfriendwhowon'tbeintimidated

byhercareer.This2Kcameaftersittingdownwith

eachmother,ididn'tjustdecideonmyown,gake

peke,iknowngwanawatura.Whateveramountthe

courtsaysimustgiveheriswhatI'llbegivingher

fromtodayuntilthecourtsaysotherwise,kebata



gosupegetsaOrefegorennakemonnaeneke

mosadi,whensheisreadytoactlikeamotherand

awellbehavedwomanthenI'lllisten.

Him:Thisfightisgettingbigger...whataboutyour

daughter?

Hope:YoushouldbeaskingOrefethat,whyisthat

mysoleresponsibility?Ihavechildrenwith2other

women,Ellannaleenewefighteverynowandthen

butthenforourchild'ssakewemakesacrifices

includingcreatingaconduciveenvironment.Iused

tofightwithRaintoobutthatnevergotbetweenour

parenting.Ihavehadtoacceptanotherguybeing

calleddaddybymyboyandEllahadtomakepeace

withhersoncallinganotherwomanmama,think

thatwaseasy?Orefekepoobutketsilegomo

supegetsagoregankimisakemoimisitsegoloha.

Ifshethinksshecanusemydaughtertoextort

moneyfrommesheiswrong.

Him:Ok,you'retooangrysotalkingtoyouis

pointless.IprayPillarwillbeOKthough.



Theclerkwalkedbackinandcalledouttheirnames,

Hopeslidhisphoneinthepocketandfollowed

themtothechamber...

Orefetookadeepbreathandsatdownlookingat

themagistratewhowaslookingattheirfile.

Magistrate:(smiled)Goodmorningbommagwe

Pilara...Bothofyouareveryserious,canwesmile

thewaywedidwhenweweremakingher?Negole

monateakere?

TheangryfaceonHope'sfacedisappearedashe

laughedatthemagistrate'sstatements..Orefe

lookedawaysmilingandlaughed...Thetense

feelingworeoffandbothofthemrelaxed...

Magistrate:(smiled)Thankyouforyoursmiles,why

peoplecomewithangryfacestocourtbeatsme

becauseiknowyouweren'tangrywhenyoumade



thebaby,ormaybeit'snotyourdaughterHope?

Hope:It'smydaughterma'am,I'dneverdenymy

daughter.

Magistrate:Verywell,Ihavereceivedcomplaints

fromOrefehere...Shewantsyoutomaintainyour

daughterwith5Kpermonth,giveherahouseand

250K.Ihaveexplainedthatidonothavethe

powerstoforceyoutoshareanythingyouownwith

yourdaughter,howeverihavethepowertomake

yousupportyourchildmonthlywellwithinyour

budgetandfailuretocomplywiththecourtorders

cansendyoutojail.That'showseriousthe

constitutionofBotswanatakesmaintenancecases.

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighedleaningback

whilelookingatthemagistrate...

Hope:Is5Krealisticthough?

Magistrate:AccordingtoOrefeyoucanaffordit,

andifshecanprovethatyouhavesuchanincome



thenyes...Whatyoupayisdeterminedbyhow

muchyouearn.Ineedtoknowwhyyouthinkthis

isn'treasonable..

Hopehandedhispayslipsandthebankstatements

forthelast3months...

Hope:Ithinkalotofpeople...I'msayingthis

becauseidon'tblameherforthinkingI'mrich,when

peoplehearyouhaveacompanytheyassume

you'rerichandalltheprofitsgoinyourmouth...I

amanemployeeatmycompanyandthat'smy

salary,ihaveother3childrenthatI'msupporting

andihaveexpenses.Monthsagoeachofmy

childrenweregiven62.5Kandiaskedthemothers

togetthemplotsbecauseyouknowasyearsgoby

theywillincreaseinvalue,theothermothersdid

that..Shespentthemoneyonherselfandnowshe

wantsmoremoney.Sheisherebecausesheis

broke...Icannotaffordtogiveher5Kbecausei

haveotherchildren,andthat'smynetsalary,after



allthedeductions...Oneofthosedeductionsisher

lawyerfeeswhichipaidforbecauseiwantherout

ofjailandtakingcareofourdaughter.Allmy

effortsoftryingapeacefulcoparentingareflashed

downthetoilet...

Orefe:Ididn'tspendthemoneyonmyself,ifinished

myhousebutitsinmygrandmother'shouseand

myuncletookit.

Magistrate:Butthemoneywasforyourdaughter..

Andfortheplot,youbreachedtheverbalcontract

youhad.

Hope:AndI'mnotsuingher,iknowicanbutiwon't.

Themagistratetookadeepbreathlookingat

Hope'sbankstatementsandsighedlookingat

Orefe.

Magistrate:Basedonthisandthefactthathehas3

otherchildrenwhohehastosupport-

Orefe:Themotheroftwoisworking,sheisactually



oneoftheseniorofficersandtheotherisastudent

butsherunsafamilycompany,theycanafford-

Magistrate:Orefe?

Themagistrateremovedherspectaclesandput

themintheircasethensherubbedhereyesand

tookadeepbreathbeforelookinginhereyes.

Magistrate:It'simportanttounderstandthat

supportingachildisnotthesoleresponsibilityofa

father,heistakingcareofhispartofthe

responsibilityandyouhaveyourstoo.Youhaveto

meethimhalfway.

Orefe:Iunderstandthat.

Magistrate:I'mgladweunderstandeachother,I'd

liketoadvicethetwoofyoutositdownanddrawa

coparentingagreement,I'msayingthisbecause

noneofyouissayinganythingaboutthecustody

soiwillonlyfocusonthecomplaintbroughtbefore

me.Hopeareyouseeingyourdaughterasmuchas



youwant?

Helookedatthemagistrate,andofcourseheknew

hecouldwinthecustodyofhisdaughter...Orefe

didn'thaveastableplace,shehadaseriouscase,

andawholelotofredflagsthecourtcouldconsider

andsimplyhandhimhisdaughterbutthethought

ofRainhavingtodealwithOrefe'sdramaandthis

nowaffectinghiswholeentirefamily.Nah,paying

childsupportwasabetteroption...

Hope:I'mnotcomplaining.

Magistrate:Ok,thatmeanssheisdoinggoodon

thatareasotheonlyproblemhereischildsupport.

Right?

Orefe:Yes,hecanafford5Kheusedtogiveme

morethanthatwhenweweredating.Hehasalotof

accountstoo.

Magistratewrotedownthecourtorders...



Magistrate:ItisherebyorderedthatyoupayP1000

permonthuntilPillarhasreachedtheageof18.

Orefe:Ma'am,hehasbeengivingherP2000.Can

wegobacktothatatleast?

Hope:Ican'taffordthat...Iwasjustputtingmyself

indebtstryingtomeetyourneeds.

Magistrate:FromthispapersicanonlysayP1000,

Howeverthisdoesn'tstopyoufromsupportingwith

moreHope,whenyourfinancesgetbetteryoucan

sendmore,iftheygetloweryou'realsofreeto

comeandpleadyourcaseforareduction

dependingonthesituationyou'llbehavinglikeif

youloseyoursourceofincome.What'simportantis

thatyourchildmusthavethebestlifecanbring...

Totalovecomesfromwithin.Thecourtcan'tforce

youtoloveyourchild..Andchildrencanseewhich

parentistheproblem,youcanonlyplaybackand

forthnowwhensheisyoung.Whensheisgrown

shewillknow,ifwenaOrefeyouhaveaproblem

withhervisitingherfathershewillknow,even



sayingnegativethingstoheraboutanotherparent,

shewilleventuallygrowandyourdecisionska

bobedijwalonawilldeterminethekindofaperson

shewillbeorthefutureshewillhave.Coparenting

gaetsewekamahathaandyoudon'tuseyour

feelingsofresentmentforoneanother.Don'ttryto

punisheachotherusingherbecauseonlyshewill

besuffering...Youcanbothhaveotherchildrenbut

shecan'thaveanotheryouHope,shecan'thave

anotherOrefe.Brokenchildrenarearesultofbad

parenting...SeeicanonlyorderyoutopayP1000

butican'torderyoutoloveherifyouhateherfor

hermother'sactions.Ifyouknowthatdeepdown

youcanaffordmoreandchoosenottoonlyyou

andGodarewitnesses.Orefemothersoftenhaveto

maketoughchoicesoneofthemcanbeassimple

asgettingcounsellingsoyoucanthinkbetterand

notdriveeveryoneaway.Youdon'twantyourchild

tohateyou...

Shetookadeepbreathandsighed...



Magistrate:Listentothemotherinmenowturning

thisintoacounselingsession.

Sheclosedthefileandsighed.

Magistrate:ThefinalorderisP1000monthly.Have

agoodday...Youcangetyourcopyofthecourt

orderinthecivilregistry.Thankyou,haveagood

day...

Theybothstoodupandwalkedout.

Minuteslatertheybothwalkedoutofthebuilding,

HopetookouthisphoneandsentherP1000as

theyapproachedtheparkinglotwhereawoman

wasstandingbythecarcarryingPillarshushingher.

Orefewalkedoverandgother...

Woman:Iheardhercryingandturnedhere



Orefe:Thankyou...

ThewomanwalkedawayasHopeunlockedhis

car...Hereachedinthecarandcheckedifhisjuice

wasstillcoldthenhewalkedoverandhandeditto

Pillarpickingherup.

Hisheartshutteredashelookedatthescarsonher

legsfromthetoiletincidentandnowlosingweight

fromthispoisonandherweakorgans.EvenTsotlhe

theyoungestdidn'tfeelsolightwhencarryingher...

Orefe:Soyou'vedecidedyou'llbesupportingwith

P1000?

Hope:Youwantedthecourttodecideandthey

decided

Orefe:Bringmychild,untilosapotangwanawith

theamountyoucanaffordthenyouwon'tbeseeing

her.



Hopehandedherandwalkedaway,Orefe'sanger

fumedinsideasshewalkedovertohiscarcrying...

Orefe:Ialwaysknewyou'reevilbutIdidn'tknow

you'rethisevil,iamgoingthroughalotandyou're

tooselfishtoevendohalfthejob.Gaomonna,o

monnahelabecauseonalelereteselokewenao

thogoemaswe...

Hegotinthecarandshebangedonthewindow

cryingcarryingherdaughterontheothersideofher

hip.Fromthelookofthingshedidn'tevencareand

hewasabouttodriveoffandshedidn'tknowwhere

hewasstaying.

Orefe:(tearfully)Hopewait....I'msorry...

Hestartedthecarandplayedmusicashereversed

hisfourwheelerthenshesteppedonthecar

sidestepholdingtheroofbarwithonehandas



Hopereversed...

Orefe:(crying)Hopewait....I'msorry...Ineedthat

money

Pillaralmostslippeddownbutheldhermother

tightlyshakingasthecarskiddedandstoppedas

shealmostslippedoffhermother'sarm..

Pillar:(crying)Mama....Mama...

Hope:(angrily)Orefegetoffmycar!

Orefe:(crying)Sendatauzenteomongwe...Iknow

youhaveitplease,agonadijongwanaojele

motogoosenangmashiibileogannegooja

Hope:Getoffmycar,whichchild?Theonewho

won'tattendmyweddingorvisitme?Getoffmycar!

Pillarkewagagoole1.

Hesteppedoutofthecarandpacedover,knowing



Hopehewasn'tgoingtotryhewasactuallygoingto

slaphersoshejumpedoffthecarandblockedwith

hisdaughter,Pillarcriedevenmorenowlookingat

herfather'sangryface..

Hope:OtogaolelaOrefe!Nxa

Asmuchashewantedtodeliverthatslaphardon

herfacehedidn'twanthisdaughtertoseeit,

Hope:Don'ttouchmycar!

Hewalkedbackinthecarthenhestartedit,she

steppedoverthesidestepholdingtheroofbaras

thecarmovedwithPillarwigglingonherhip..

Hope:OtogaoswabaOrefe!Wabonagorebatho

baemabalebella?

Orefe:Sendtheremainingmoney,you'renotleaving



ifyoudon'tsendtheremainingthousand.

Hope:Getoffmycar,ifmydaughterfallsI'mgoing

tobreakyourneck

Orefe:Ifyoucaresendtheremainingbalance

Hegotoutofthecaragainthenshejumpeddown,

hebithislowerlipandslappedheracrosstheface

asshestaggeredbackandlostherbalancefalling

stillholdingPillarwhowaswasscreamingpeeing

onherself,Pillarslowlygotupcryingandheldher

father'slegashepickedherup.

AfewpeoplenoticedwhatgoingonasReregotup

fromthepavementwithaburstedlipandgrabbed

herdaughter..

Hope:Letgoofher!I'mgoingwithher

Orefe:Bringmydaughterback..



ShegrabbedPillar'sarmandpulledherharderas

Pillar'scriedevenharder,HopelethergothenOrefe

gotherasherphonecrushedonthepavement,she

bentovertopickitthenHopespedoff....

*

*

*

*

*
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InsideOrefe'scar...

Rereputherdaughterinthebackandgotinthe

driversseatbeforeclosingthedoor,shetriedto

switchherphoneonbutthescreenwassocracked



itwasalldark,meanwhileinthebackPillarcarried

oncryinglosingherbreathmakingithardforherto

thinkofawaytofixthisphone,sheneededitonso

shecankeepaskingaboutherequipment.Pillar's

annoyingcrypiercedherandshesnappedbackat

herandslappedherontheshoulder,rightwhere

shehadgottenaninjectionadaybefore...

Rere:(tearfully)Shutup!Wathodiamonna!Obata

engkaorilegaobatemotogo...

Pillar'smouthopenedhermouthwidecrying

thoughnosoundcameoutforafewseconds,she

putherarmoverherfacecryingwithaflatempty

tummywhileRere'slipscurvesasshefoughtthe

tearsburninghereyes,shealsoleanedbackand

brokedowncryingwithherdaughter.Pillar

eventuallygatheredherstrengthandfinallystood

betweentheseatsreachingforhermother.

Rere'sheartshutteredasshePillarlaidherheadon



hershoulderreachingouttoher,shepickedherand

broughthercloserasshehuggedherandpather

back...

Rere:(tearsrolling)Sorrybaby...Iloveyou...Sorry....

Sheturnedthemusiconandsatthereforawhile

holdingherdaughteruntiltheybothcalmeddown

thenPillarleanedback..

Rere:Let'sgobuyfood...Whatdoyouwant?

Banana?Orchips?

Pillarsmiledbackwithoutspeaking,Reresmiled

andpinchedhercheekbeforeputtingheratthe

back.Shefixedherfacelookingatherselfonthe

mirrorandherlowerlipwasnowswollen...So

swollenshethoughttwiceaboutgoingtothemall

buttheydidn'thavefoodandherdaughterneeded

somethingforherappetite.Shestartedthecarand



drovetothenearestpharmacy.

Shepickedherdaughterandwalkedinheadingto

thecashier..

Rere:Hi,ineedsomethingforherappetite...

Cashier:(smiled)OhhiPillar...Doyoumindseeing

apharmacistforabettersuggestion?Hereyes

seemsomehow..

Rere:No,ijustwantsomethingfor-

Thepharmacistwalkedfrombehindandsmiled

pickingPillar..

Him:HeyMsMoilwa...Iheardyou'reinthe

hospital...Highfive

Pillarjustsmiledlazily..



Him:What'swrong?

Rere:Shelostappetiteandsheistootiredtodo

anything.

Him:Comethisway...

Hecarriedherinhisofficeandexaminedher...

Him:Hereyesaresunken,sheisdehydratedtoo...

Hescribbleddownseveralmedicinesandhanded

her..

Rere:Howmuchisthisgoingtobe?Mybudgetis

P50.

Him:MrMoilwa'schildrengetmedicineforfree,

theyjustneedtheprescriptionthenyougetforfree.

Youdidn'tknow?



Rere:Shehasneverbeensickuntilrecently

Him:Ok,bye.PleasetellthecashiertoputitinMr

Moilwa'stab.

Rere:Thankyou.

Shepickedherdaughterandwalkedout,minutes

latershewalkedoutofthepharmacywiththe

medicationanddrovetoShoprite.

Atthecounsellor'soffice...

Hopewalkedinandsatonthecouchthenhelaidon

hisbackandrestedhisfeetoverthearmofcouch

puttinghisarmoverhisface.Heswalloweda

painfullumponhisthroatandsighedfightingoff

emotions...

Counsellor:(smiled)Youshouldlearnathingcalled

appointment...Kooregakegodirelaappointment



youmissyoursessionandyouonlygiveme

surprisevisitswhenyouareangryandreadyto

murdersomeone...

Hopelaidthereforaboutaminutepullinghimself

together..

Hope:IwanttoabandonmydaughterPillar

becauseifikeepcomingcloseshewillbemore

abused...Ididn'tthinkI'dbethatkindofafatherbut

hermotheristoxicandsheisadangertomylife

andwholefamily.Itsbetteristayawayinsteadof

ourdaughterseeingusgetworsewithtime.Orefe

triedtokillRain,ihavenoideawhyRaintakesthis

solightlyandthinkshecanhandleastepchildfrom

suchababymama....Ellaicanhandlebecauseshe

listenswhenyoutalkbutthisghettowomanisso

raw...

Thecounsellorcalmedlistenedtohimashesatup

andlookedather..



Hope:SheisturningmeintosomethingI'mnot...I

don'twanttobethetypeofaguythatleavesa

womanbruisedbutforsomereasonijustendup

doingitwhenI'mwithher.Iknowthatgatwehee

thereisnoexcuseforbeatingawomanbutRereis

alwaysprovokingme,somuchsokeiphithelake

mmeditsehelamogoutwalangandthat'snotthe

maniwanttobe.Iregretnotusingacondomandi

definitelyregretcheating...Ilovemydaughterbuti

feellikecomingoveristraumatisingher.Ican'tdeal

withOrefeanylonger.Kooreihavetoprotectmy

familybecauseibroughtthisbycheating,idonot

wanttoseemywifeasoneofthewomenwhoare

depressedaboutdealingwithababymamawitha

childfromcheating,ialsothinkit'snother

responsibilitytoraiseanotherwoman'schild

especiallyngwanawacheating.Ofshefoundme

withPillarI'dexpecthertoacceptherjustlikeI'd

acceptstepchildkeseithetsebutdefinitelynotthe

oneborninmypresence....Atthesametimeican

seethatOrefeisn'ttakingcareofmydaughterthe



wayothermothersaretakingcareoftheirs.Ican't

takemydaughterbecauseiknowwithin2yearsmy

marriagewillcrumble...OrefewilldriveRainaway

andthenI'llhave3morebrokenchildren...I'drather

livelikethis...Savemorefor1becausethereis

nothingicando,itsunfortunatekeimitse

ngwanyanawamoraka...IwishshewaslikeElla..I

amsosadformydaughterandI'mdisappointedin

myselfforthinkingaboutdisappearingbutihaveno

choice...Ican'tdealwithth3dramayagoharasiwa

hagaregabatholegorogiwa,thisgirlonthoga

ekarekengwanayomonnyeandfunnyenough

RainkeenemothoyoelenggoreI'vewrongedtota

mmehankeankapolalikethat...Kebuisiwaka

respect,shecanfeedmeherfoodwhensheis

angrywithme,doyouknowthationcedisappeared

onmykidsforabout3monthsbecausetherewere

argumentslikethis...(sighed)Oktheniwasabit

crazy,itwasmyfaultiwascheatingbuttheminute

icametomysensesRainjusttoldmetostayaway

fromherandfocusonmychildren...Neakgonago

mphabanammeantenegetse,keileUKRainasa

mpatemmeamphilebanaarepheketsedibekeabe



agorepegasente.Rereontheotherhandkepoo

thisgirlandsheenragesmeketsilegohelelake

mogobaditse.

Counsellor:Ok,Iunderstandthatyoucannottakein

Pillarbecauseofhermotherforyourwife'smental

health,youwanteverychildwiththeirmotherso

youcansupportthemequally,whichisn'tbad...It's

actuallyfair,butinOrefe'ssituationit'snotgood

becausesheisnotmentallyfit.Ithinkthebestway

istobringherinforcounselling...Sheisdealing

withalot...Shequitherjob,whyidon'tknow,she

builtinhergrandmother'shouseandlosther

grandmotherthenlostherhouse.Nowsheis

homelessandthemotherinherwon'tletgoofthe

onlythingshethinksisherkeytohappiness,which

isyou.Sheneedscounselling

Hope:Shewon'tacceptit,shewantsmoney..She

wants5K.Canyoubelievethiswoman?5kand

othermothersareworkingeneshewantsmeto

takecareofherlikesheismywife



Counsellor:Howdidthecourtgo?

Hope:TheysaidP1000

Counsellor:Andyouthinkit'senough?

Hope:It'senoughtoshowherthatgothoka

maitseoledikgokagagonamosola.

Counsellor:Provingapointattheexpenseofyour

daughter?KekopagoreoromeleP1000yo

setseng..

Hope:No.

Counsellor:Whatareyoupayingmeforifyoudon't

trustme?

Hope:KebatagobakisaOrefe

Counsellor:Laybackplease...

Helaidonhisbackandsighed...

Counsellor:WhatdoyouthinkaboutgettingOrefe

overheresowecangetyourplantocoparentin



action?Ithinkifshecanapologiseandtalktoyou

withrespectasyousayandifyougiveherthe2k

likeothersmaybeyoutoocanparentbetterwith

agreements.

Hope:(chuckled)YouthinkOrefeislikeother

mothers?Thatoneisatruedefinitionofababy

mama.Takehernumberandtryheryourself...

Counsellor:Callherfirst,don'tberude..

Hope:OK...

Hetookouthisphoneanddialledher...

Attheshop....

Meanwhileshegrabbedthetrolleyandputher

daughterinsidethenshepusheditpassingafew

thingstryingtocheckifPillarwouldlikeanything,

shesmiledandpointedattheoranges..



Pillar:Mama!!

Shestillcouldn'tsaymuchbut"mama"onit'sown

wasagiantstep,sheputtheorangesinthetrolley

andmovedaroundasPillarpickedaseveralthings,

whenshewasdonewithPillar'spick,shepickedthe

groceryandpushedthetrolleytothetill.

Minuteslatershewalkedoutpushingthetrolley

andstoppedbythecarasPillartriedtoreachforan

orange,shetookoutoneandpeeleditforherthen

PillarbeguneatingwhilesheloadedtheP600worth

ofgrocery,morelikejusttwoplasticbagsandabag

oforanges.

WhenshepickedPillarshenoticedshewasalready

donewiththeorangethenshegrabbedtwomore

andsatinthecarpeelingforherandhandedheras

Pillaratetheorange.Rere'sphoneranginsidethe

doorpocketthenshepicked,thescreenwasstill

darkandshecouldn'tseewhowascalling,shetried



toslidebutitkeptringingthenshepressedtheside

buttonsandmanagedtopickwhilewatchingher

daughtereatingandhandedhertheyoghurtanda

spoon.

Rere:Hello?

Hope:It'sHope...I'msorryaboutearlier,doyou

mindifwesitdownandtalk?Forcounsellingsowe

cantakecareofourdaughterproperly

Rere:Idon'tneedcounselling,ineedmoneyHope.

Counsellingwon'tfeedmychild..

Hope:IfIwantmydaughtericangetherdoyou

knowthat?

Rere:Wayaka,trygettingmydaughterandsee

whatI'lldotoyourfamily...TellRaintotrythatand

see...Hopeletaanyelakana,kantegaletshole?O

reeRaingoreskalekagoitiralenyoloikangwanake

adimpadimagwata.Supportyourchildandleave

mealone...MagadiaturangandbuyingRain's

fatheracarwhenyourowndaughterislosingher

breathoutofhungerabeoreomonna.You're



useless..Gatweyou'rekeepingRainandthegirlsin

safetybutyourotherdaughterisstayinginaone

room,youcouldn'tgivemeyourmother'shouse.

Hope:Mmekanaotsilegoswaosarobalainboth

ofmyparentsmansions,gaoqualifygorobalain

thosehouses...omoraka,kebaketsegojolale

banyanabagodisitswengkebasadibagolo.Go

setsegoreopalamebroomolowe

Counsellor:Hope?Hope,givemethephone

Rere:Soompeileonloudspeaker?Hopeotaanyela

leretelagago

Counsellor:(calmly)Hello,Rere?You'retalkingto-

Rere:NnywanayagagoRain,lantwaelakante?

Nxla!

Shetriedhangingupbutthescreenwasbrokenand

thesidebuttoncouldonlypickcalls.Meanwhile

Pillarhadstoppedeatingandstaredathershaking

fromtheangerwavesofhervoice.Sheparkedin

frontoftheIndianshopwhereshepickedher



daughterandwalkedincarryingher..

Rere:Hi,ineedtofixthescreen..Howmuchwillit

be?

TheIndianinspectedit..

Him:P800

Rere:(gotitandwalkedout)Ok,thanks.Idon'thave

money

Him:Vaitmafriend...Howmuchyou-have?

Rere:P400

Him:Uhtoosmall-P750

Rere:Bye...(walkingout)Kantemakulalare

Botswanakeparadise..Mxm!Kashopoenkgangdi

chilislediwasho.

Shegotbackinthecaranddrovetothefilling



stationwhereshefueledforP100beforebuying

electricityforP50anddiallingthecookinggas

company..

Rere:Dumelang...Howmuchis9kg?....P250?Oh

perfect..Kekopa9kgwhendoyouthinkyou'll

deliver?

Shegavethemthedirectionsanddroveoff.Not

havingaphonewasgoingtomakelifedifficultnow,

itwasthroughthisphonethatshehadbeenableto

sellherfurnitureandpayhermonthlyinstalments

andnowsheneededthisbabycarseatgoneso

couldbuyotherthings.

Atthenewhouse...

LateronHopewalkedintoanoisyhouseasthe

childrenstoodonthecarpetsingingalongwiththe

cartoonsintheironesies...Assoonastheynoticed



theirfatheratthedoortheyscreamedrunning

towardshim,hebentdownpickingtheyoungest

andsquattedhuggingtheothers..

Hope:Heybuddy...Howareyou?

Cj:I'mfine

Tsarona:Cjboughtustoys

Hope:Wow..They'rebeautiful...

HecarriedthebabytothebedroomwhereRainwas

goingthroughvideosofhowtoeasilyadaptto

livingintheUK.SheturnedaroundthenHope

leanedoverandkissedher.

Hope:Hey.

Rain:Hi,howdiditgoincourt?

Heputdownthebabythensheranoutsideand



joinedothers,hesatontheedgeofthebedasshe

pausedthevideoandlistened...

Rain:And?

Hope:ThemoneyremainsatP2000.

Rain:Ok,and?

Hope:Themagistratethinksitsbestshestayswith

hermother,itriedbutthecourtrefused.

Rain:Ok,atleastyoutried.Sotheydidn'tsay

anythingaboutvisitations?

Hope:I'mhungryisthereanythingicaneatandgo

backtowork?

Rain:(stood)Letmegetyourfood....Ohandihave

togoback...Theeldersneedmebackhome.

ApparentlyI'mnotsupposedtobestayingwithyou

onthelastdays,gatweishouldbehomebefore

nighttime.

Hope:Myunclesaidthesamething..

Rain:Yeah,soI'mthinkingyoushouldgetthenanny



forCj,I'llmanageonmyown.

Hope:Perfect...

Shewalkedoutandlaterbroughthisfoodthenhe

beguneatingwhileshepackedherthings.

AtCj'sHouse...

LaterthateveningReremadefireinfrontofthe

houseandputabundleofwoodbesidesthemwhile

Pillarsatontheplasticchairswingingherlegs

eatingmangoasshelookedupatthesky...

Pillar:(singingwithalowvoice)Twinkletwinkle

littlestar...Howiwonderwhatyou're,upabovethe

worldsohigh,likea-

Rere:(joinedinsingingwhilebreakingtwigs)Likea

diamondinthesky,



Rerepausedandsmiledlookingatherasshesang,

ithadbeenoveramonthsinceshe'dheardher

voicecomeoutlikethat...

Pillar:Mama?

Rere:Yes?

Pillar:IwanttoTsarona...

Rere:Idon'tknowwheresheisrightnow,they

movedawayfromtheirhouse.IfiseedaddyI'lltell

himtotakeyouthere..Doyouwantanotherorange?

Pillar:Yes..

Shedustedherhandsandwalkedinthehousethen

shesteppedoutwithapeeledorangeandhanded

herasshebeguneating.

Theneighbourapproachedholdingabucket..



Neighbour:HimmagweP...Mayihavewater?

Rere:Eemma,youcangoandfetch...

Neighbour:Areyougoingtothewedding?

Rere:Thewedding?

Neighbour:Yeah,theroyalwedding...Weheardthey

onlyinvitedfamilyandfriends,gakeakanyagore

backinthedayswhenaPrincegotmarriedthe

wholeofMaunwouldbethereand5cowswouldbe

slaughteredjusttofeedeveryone..

Rere:Ithoughtit'snextweekend

Neighbour:No,it'sadayaftertomorrow...this

Friday.SoPillarisn'tgoingtohisfather'swedding?

Rere:Gofetchwaterplease...

Theneighbourquietlywalkedtothetapandfetched

thewaterwhileRereangrilybrokethetwigsandput

theminthefire...

Reretookadeepbreaththoughtfullyandwalkedto



theneighbourwhilesheclosedthetap.

Rere:Canyouborrowmeyourphone?Iwanttoput

mymemorycardinandsendpictures.

Neighbour:Ok,canyouletitchargethewholenight.

IwaswonderingwhereI'mgoingtochargeit.

Rere:Thanks..

Shehandedherthephoneandwalkedaway,Rere

tookherdaughterinandputoutthefirethenshe

lockedthedoorandchargedthephonewhile

puttinginhercard...

AtHope'suncle's....

LaterthatnightHopeknockedontheguestroom,

Rain'snannyrespondedthenhewalkedinwhileshe

wassleepinginbedwithCj..



Hope:Ijustwantedtofindoutifyouate

Nanny:Iate,iwasinthekitchenwithauntie

Hope:OK...Goodnight

Nanny:Goodnight,iamgoingtoleaveearlyinthe

morningwithCJ,ihavetofitmydressanddoa

coupleofotherthings.

Hope:OK,noproblem.

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedtowardsthe

fireplacewheretheeldersweresittingchatting

togetherwithhisgrandfatherSteven.Hisphone

receivedalotofpicturesthatloadedoneafterthe

otherthnheclickedontheWhatsAppandlookedat

picturesofRerebruised,fromhereye,andherself

inthehospitalandlastlyherpictureoftodaywitha

crackedlip.

Number:Thosepictureswillbeonfacebookand

tomorrowmorningthewholecountrywillknowthe

kindofamanyou're.Anabusivemanwhogets



awaywithbeatingawomanuntilsheloses

unconsciousandspendsdaysinthehospital.Ke

bata5Kwangwanabeforethenexthour,let'sseeif

you'llenjoyyourwedding.

Hopewentbacktothepicturesandlookedatthem,

shelookedreallybad...Whateverhe'dsayin

defencewouldn'tbegoodenoughtoexplaindoing

thattoawoman,andifRainsawthemshe'dbe

scaredoutofhermindandcalloffthewedding.He

didn'treplyinsteadheclickedonthebankappand

senther5kthenhesentherthescreenshotofthe

message.

Hope:(Screenshot)Done.

Rere:Thankyou.

Heputthephonebackinthepocketandjoinedthe

menatthefire.Forsomereasonhefeltlikethis

wouldbethebeginningofhisdreamscrushingin



themostembarrassingwaybutpartofhimhoped

thiswouldbethelast,maybeifhecouldmakeher

picturesdisappearbeforethefollowingmonth.How

hehadnoidea...

Katloleanedbackandpickedsomethingwas

worryinghim,hewasseatedwitheveryonebuthis

mindwasn'tevenhere,howevertheywereamongst

otherpeoplesohejustjoinedinonthechats...

Steven:Ineverknewthisyoungwomanwasa

Catholic

Hope:HerfatherisCatholicandheusedtotakeher

withhimwhenshewasyoung,thestepmotheris

Catholictoo.

Katlo:(laughed)Justsayyoutookheroutofchurch

becauseyouweren'tchurchy

Hope:(laughed)Ididn'ttakeherout...Sheandi

werejustinseparableandsinceididn'tlikechurch

sheslowlybegunmissingservicesandeventually



stopped.

Uncle:(laughed)Soyoudon'tevenknowhowa

Catholicweddingisconducted?

Katlob(laughed)Atleastit'salmostlikemost

weddingsexceptthefatherhastogiveyouhis

daughterandthereisaholycommunion

Hope:I'djustlovethepartwhereherfatherhands

herover,thatpartdoessomethingtome..

Uncle:Mmekanathatmomentaftersheisbrought

hometousshouldbethemostspecial,whereyou'll

betappingthatassforthefirsttimeastheowner

osesekukuni...

Theylaughedoutloud....

AtRain'sfather's...

Thenextmorningthechildren'snannywalkedin

andlaidCjwithhissisterbeforejoiningMrsMikein



thekitchen..

Nanny:Goodmorning..

Her:Ohthebestladyishere!Howareyoumy

daughter

Nanny:I'mfine....Boupibokae?Iwanttocooksoft

porridgeforthekidsbeforeigo.

Her:Ohplease...you'rethebestlady,I'llcook

motogo.Shouldn'tyoubeonyourwaytodoyour

hairandnails?

Nanny:(smiled)Thankyou...Pleasewatchthem,

westilldon'tknowwhobrokeintothehouse.

Her:Iknow,yourgrandfatherhiredsecuritythey

justhavetoappearlikefamilymembersbutthey're

guardingthekids.

Nanny:Thankyou..Mmekelaelemonyadi...

SheknockedonthedoorandwalkedinwhileRain

satonthechairgoingthroughherphone...



Nanny:Goodmorningmonyadi..

Rain:Hi...

Nanny:I'mgoingtodomynails..

Rain:Wait,letmesendyoumoneyforyourhairand

nails

Nanny:Youjustpaidmeplusyoupaidforthe

dressesandmywiglemakeup,ialreadyhave

money.

Rain:Salarykeyagago...Iaskedyoutobemybest

ladysoishouldspoilyou..

Nanny:(laughed)I'mnotdoingyouafavour...

Rainsenther2.5Kshepausedlookingather

emotionally...

Rain:(smiled)Go...



ShesteppedoverandhuggedRainastheysmiled...

Nanny:Thankyou...Mymomsaysishouldrespect

youibilekeskalekagothubalelwapalagago.Are

okankobamolwapengbecauseongwanawa

gagweyomotona.Everytimeshecallsmeshetells

mepleaserespectthatfamily.Tabekeremamai

haveaboyfriendtabeareledinogalonalekgona

godirahela..

Rain:(laughed)Mothersenekestoryhela.

TheylaughedthenshewalkedoutasRain'sphone

rang...itwasheryoungestsistersosheputher

phonedownandscrolledthroughFacebook.She

stoppedathersister'spost"Imagineyourown

sisteraskinghermaidtobeherbestlady.Retsalwa

ledinoga... Retaabonagorelenyalolatengle

taalasthowlong.Ketshabamothoanyalwake

fuckboy."



Sheunfriendedhersisterandkeptonscrollingthen

hermothercalled,shesighedandpicked...

Rain:Hello?

Her:Himygirl,yoursistersarecomplainingthat

youaskedyourmaidtobeyourbestlady.Tota

wabeodirasente?Ithoughtyouweregettingcloser

now

Rain:Iwantedsomeonewhoislikeasistertome.

Her:Akeremmeit'snottoolateyoucanchangeand

tellyourmaidyouchangedyourmind?

Rain:It'stoolate...Myauntiscallingme

Her:wait..

Rain:I'llcallyouback.

Shehungupandsighed...

AtHope'suncle's.



LaterthatmorningHope'suncleandtwocousins

waitedforhimoutsideatthecar..

Uncle:Hope?!Wadiegathemonna?

Theotherunclewalkedovertothem..

Him:WhereisHope?

Uncle:Wearegoingtocollectthesuits..

Him:Ok...Galebateserobe?

Uncle:Whenwegetback..

Hopefinallysteppedoutofthehouseashisphone

rang...

Hope:Hello?



Rere:Ineedthe250Kandyourhouse.Iunderstand

thatyoudon'twanttogiveawayanyofyour

parentshousesoijustwantyoursthenI'llnever

troubleyouagain.LePillaryoucanvisither

anytimeyouwant...

Hope:I'mnotgivingyoumyhouse,doyouknow

howmuchit'sworth?

Rere:Ijustknowthatit'sworthyourhappinessand

reputation.Shouldipostthispicturesandtellthe

worldthatyou'reabusiveandcontrolling?Because

itwillbethetruth,whateveryouthinkyouhave

againstmeyoucan'tevenproveit.Shouldipostmy

pictures?Tomorrowisyourweddingday...Gotswa

mogowenaifitwillbefullofgoodmemoriesornot.

Youhavemoney,don'tbeselfish....youcanafford

whatI'maskingfor.I'llwaitformessagewasFNB..

Hope:Ican'ttransfer250K,thereisadailylimit

Rere:exceptifyou'redoingitatthebank.Go

depositmymoneybefore1pm.Bye

Shehungup,hisheartpoundedashewalked



towardsthecarandgotinwhileeveryonechatted

excitedly.Helookedoutsidethewindow

thoughtfullywithalongface..

Uncle:AreyouOK?

Hope:Yes..

HereceivedamessagefromRere...

Rere:Shouldipost?

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'suncle...

Hopeclosedhermessageandpresseddialledhis

PA..

Him:Sir

Hope:HowdoIreversetheewallet?

Theunclesturnedlookingathimashetalkedtothe

phoneandeventuallyreversedtheewallet.He

leanedbackinreliefandtypedamessageforOrefe

Hope:Yeah,postadear,butiwantyoutoknowthat

afterdoingityou'llneverhearfrommeagain.Like

thatmagistratesaidshecanonlyforcemetopay

1Kwhichiwillpaybutiwillbedonewithyou.Trust

meruiningmyreputationwillbethelastthingyou



andmetalkabout.

Orefe:Soyoudecidedtoreversethe5K?

Heblockedherandslidhisphoneinthepocket

thenhesighed...

Hope:IwanttoseeRain

Uncle:You'renotallowedtoseeher,tomorrowis

theweddingday.Tshwaranopaeomonnabataa

motisakamosobemmamalomealealela.

TheyalllaughedasHopelaughed..

Hope:It'simportant,ihavetoseeher

Cousin:Mmeyouwon'tbeallowedtoseeher,why

notjustcallher?

Hope:OK...



Minuteslatertheyparkedatthemallandallgotout

ofthecar,HoperemainedinsideanddialledRainas

hisunclethrewhimthekeysbeforewalkingaway....

AtRain'sfather's...

MeanwhileMike'ssistersteppedoutofthecarwith

tšalearoundhershoulderswhileshehidabottleof

Savannaunderneath,herhusbandlaughedlikehe

didn'tknowanythingandjoinedhisinlaws...

Shewalkedtowardsagroupofwomencookingin

biggerpotsandululatedwavinghertšalearound

thenshebegunsinging..

Aunt:(singing)Arurileboleletsemalome,gore

setogoleseanyalwa...

Theotherauntiesjoinedinsingingandformeda



groupofabout15ladiesastheyapproachedthe

housewherethebridewaskept..

InsidethehouseRainmovedqthewindowand

lookedoutsiderecognisingtheroughvoiceleading

thechoir,itwasheroneandonlyaunt!

Rain:(laughed)Auntiebathong!Wabeatsilego

thodia

Stepmother:(laughed)ShecalledandsaidI'm

comingtosingformybrother'slittlegirl.

Rain:GarataotshwereSavannah..

Theauntiewalkedinthehousetalkingloudlyand

leanedoverkissingRain'swithhertintedbreath..

Aunt:Maleswenyanabatho,sheissogrownand

beautiful...



ShecuppedRain'sfacelikeshewasstillalittlegirl

asRain'sphonerang.

Aunt:Lookatyou!Wow

Rain:(smiledshyly)Hiauntie

Aunt:(sippedherSavannah)Mmekegolaebaloiba

baratang"prayforyourhusband"isebate...Those

vowsarenotuntildeathdousapartok?It'suntil

youdegrademeorabusethenit'stheendofour

marriage...Whenamandoesn'tappreciateyouyou

letgobecausethetimeyou'rewastingtryingtofixa

grownmananothermaturegrownmanispassing

youby.

Rainlaughedholdingherphone...

Rain:Ihavetoanswermyphone.

Auntie:Onemorething...Howamantreatedhisex

girlfriendsisexactlyhowheisgoingtotreatyou...

You'renotanyspecial...Doyouknowwhyalotof



womenenduphavingchildrenwithamanthathas

alotchildrenandcryforchildsupportlikeidiots?

Theyalwaysthinktheproblemwastheother

womanandtheywillbebetter...Youknowwhy

abusivemenalwayshavewomenevenwhen

everyoneknowsthey'reabusive?Imeananother

womancanpostpicturesandvideosofherbruises

andstillsomewomenandthewholesocietyalways

blamesawomanforamanbeatingher...Theywill

saysheprovokedhim.I'mtellingyou,icanforgivea

lotofthingsneh?Butcheatingonmeandletting

anotherwomandisrespectmeandputtingyour

handsonmeisano-no....Iamanyellowboneso

I'mnotabouttohavemarksofabuse...Lewena

ngwanawagakgaitsadiakaoskaibilewago

itshokelamonnawadifeisikanawalebelete...

Monnayoochitangkamakgakgakemoshema

gore!Keagolaagakeriana..Keitsegorebaloibale

gabagolayabagoremonnawarapelelwa.

RainsmiledanxiouslylookingatHope'scall...



Rain:Auntie,mmekearaberragweTsarona

Auntie:Keeta...I'mgoingtocheckifmyhusband

stoleallthesavannahsinourcooler.

Rain:Bye.

ShewalkedoutthenRainpicked..

Rain:Hi

Hope:Hi..Canwetalk?

Rain:Sure

Hope:RememberwhenisaidOrefeandihadafight

monthsago?Whenshehitherheadandendedup

inthehospital?

Rain:Yes?

Hope:Sheisblackmailingmewiththosepictures.

ShethreatenedtopostthemsoI'mjustgivingyou

theheadsupincaseyouseewhatsheistryingto

do.



Rain:Ok...Isthatall?

Hope:Well,no...Yesterdayincourtiwastoldtopay

1K,ididn'twanttotellyoubecauseididn'twantyou

togetinvolvedwithwhat'sgoingon.ThewayOrefe

talksaboutyouandtheamountofangershehas

towardsyouistoomuchandidon'tthinkit'ssafe

foryoutobegettinginvolved.Ijustwantyouto

stayoutofthiswholethingandfocusonour

childrenandCJuntilOrefehasgainedhersenses

back.

Rain:Ok,iunderstandbutyou'llgiveher2K

regardlessofwhatthecourtsaidright?

Hope:Andbabe?

Rain:Yes?

Hope:Wekindofarguedagainyesterdayaftercourt.

Islappedher

Rain:Idon'tunderstandwhyyouhavetobeso

violent,isthiswhoyou're?Ifeellikethereisapart

ofyouidon'tknow.

Hope:No,ofcoursenot...Pleasedon'tthinklike



that...You'dhavetobeinmysituationto

understand.

Rain:Tounderstandbeatingawoman?Kamoso

you'llbebeatingme...

Hope:Babeplease...(sighed)Youseethisiswhati

wasafraidof...ididn'twanttoscareyou...I'dnever

putmyhandsonyou

Rain:Yousaidyoujustslappedhersowhat

picturesdoesshehave?Slapsdon'tleavebruises

Hope:Ithinkshehitherheadonthedoorframeand

idon'tknowhowshegotablackeye...

Rain:Canyoujustbehonestwithme...Blackeye

andaslap?

Hope:Ididpunchheroncewhenshewouldn'tletgo

ofthebedwhileiwasdraggingherout.(shewent

silent)I'msorryforputtingyouinthissituation,

that'swhykerepleasetrytostayawayandletme

dealwithit.Orefewillattackyouifyoukeep

interferingwithherchild

Rain:(sighed)Iunderstand,I'veseenherinaction



before..Thedayshehadattackedherfamily,i

wouldn'twanttobecaughtinafightwithher.

Hope:Thankyou.Letmecallyoubackalittlelater,

myunclesandiarebusy...

Rain:Bye

Shehungupandsighedworriedly...

AtCj'sHouse...

MeanwhileOrefedialledHopewiththeneighbour's

number..

Hope:Hello?

Orefe:Soyoudecidedtoblockmy-

Hecutthecallandwhenshetriedtocallhimagain

thenumbercouldn'tgothrough.Shetookadeep



breathandselectedallherpicturesthenshetyped

andposted...

Herphonerangthenshepicked...

Orefe:Hello?

Ella:Whatareyoudoing?Hopeisgettingmarried

tomorrow..Pleasedeletethatpost,peopleare

sharingit.

Orefe:Hesentme5Kandreversedit.

Ella:Ifyoudon'tdeletethatpostiwantyououtmy

house,iwon'tbepartofyourdestructionplan.

Orefe:Howisthisyourbusiness?

Doyouwanttodictatemylifejustbecauseyou

gavemeaccommodation?

Ella:Thisjustmakesmelookbad..

Orefe:Stoptaggingyourself

Ella:Ican'tbelieveyou'reruiningyourdaughters



relationshipwithherfather.Whatareyougoingto

dowithPillarwhenyougotojail?

Orefe:Youwouldn'tgiveawayyourchild,whyare

youinfluencingme?

Ella:BecauseifiwasinyoursituationI'djustgive

herawayuntilI'msure.Gonejaanayou'renoteven

working,youcan'tsurviveonchildsupportalone.

That'swhyyouwantmorebecauseyouneedmore...

Orefe:You'venevercaredaboutPillar,sheisgetting

1KandHopeblockedme

Ella:Doyoublamehim?

Orefe:Hopehastopayforbeatingme,hehasno

excuseforthat.Bye,ihavetogo.

Shehungupandsighed..

AtRain'sHouse...

LateronRain'scousinwalkedovertotheother



cousinandshowedhim,morerelativeswalkedover

andcheckedbeforetakingouttheirphonesand

loggingin...

MeanwhileinthehousesomeonetaggedRainthen

sheclickedonthepost...

"SoihavebeenquietaboutthewayHopeMoilwa

treatedmeandisstilltreatingme,whenimethim

hedidn'ttellmehehadagirlfriend,weeven

deliveredonthesameday.Fastforwardtothisyear

hedecidedhewasmarryingherwhichidon'tmind

butHopeisnotsupportinghischildibileotswa

courtformaintenance.Thisisjustwhathedoesto

meeverytimeweargue.Thelastpictureisthe

injuryhecausedyesterday.Becauseofthismani

getconstantheadachesandsometimesican'tget

upbecauseihadaseriousinjury.Ifeelsorryforthe

womanmarryinghimbutIwishhimwell.He

punchedmeyesterdaywhenweweretalkingabout

childmaintenance.Saynotoviolenceagainst



women."

Rainclickonfirstpicture,herskincrawledjust

lookingatthebumponherforehead,theblackeye

withvisiblebloodybruisesinsidehereye,the

bruisesonherbodyandtheswollenhead.

Herfatherwalkedinandshelookedupathim

speechless,hesatnexttoherandtookadeep

breath..

Mike:Pleasetellmehehasneverputhishandson

you

Rain:Hehasneverevenslappedme.

Mike:Areyousureyouwanttodothis?Because

afterseeingwhatthismaniscapableofI'mnot

sure..

Rainlookedatthepicturesstillinshockthenher



stepmotherwalkedinandsatdownjoiningthem..

Her:Ididn'tknowHopehadthatinhim...

Rain:Iamscaredofwhathewilldotomeifimarry

himandgoasfarasUKwhereIhavenoone.Idon't

knowifI'lldothis...ican't.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sUncle's...



Hopesatamongsthisparentswithhisheaddown,

mostparentsjustlookedathimshockedwhile

otherspassedthephonearoundthemeeting

viewingthepictures...

Katlo:Thishappenedawhileback...Evenafterthis

shestillwantedtomarryhimsoweallcanseeshe

isdoingthistoembarrasshimandgeteveryoneon

hercorner.

Aunt:No,Katlo...Mosimaneyogalemorutesenteif

you'regoingtomakeexcusesforhim.Haveyou

lookedatthesepictures?Whatkindofahuman

beingdoesthistoanother?Themotherofhischild!

No!

Katlo:AuntkanaHopecalledmeaftertheirfight,i

wasstillinUKanditwasavideocall,shelooked

badyesbutthesepicturesweretakendaysafter

whenshewasnowswollen.I'mnotmaking

excuses,mypointiswhywaituntilheisgetting

marriedtopostthis?Shetookhimtocourtformore

moneyandwhenshedidn'tgetitshewasn'thappy.



Uncle:(angrily)Nnyaaidon'tcarewhenthis

happenedorwhyithappened,Hopeknowsbetter

thantoembarrassuslikethis.Ibilesephirisateng

othotseasegatilemotshegareothebecausekene

kemmonagoremotogolowameojewakesengwe...

Steven:Ifeelresponsibleforthisbecausehetold

memorethanoncethathedoesn'twantthat

womanandididn'tthinkhewasserious.I

apologiseforputtinghiminthissituation...Wecan

allpointfingersbutthatgirlwasgivenalotof

powersbymebecauseievencalledhermy

daughterinlaw...Ididn'tknowshewascapableof

murder.Shepoisonedherowndaughtertryingto

killRain.

Aunt2:Itdoesn'tevenmatterwhatthisgirlisdoing,

themainproblemnowisthemessagethatHope

receivedfromRainthatsaysI'msorryican'tdothis.

Whatdowedo?

Uncle:Shewasjusttalkingtoherpartner,her

parentsshouldcomeandcancelthewedding.



Hope:Pleasedon'tletthemcancelthewedding..

Canyouapologiseonmybehalf?Ificanbegivena

chancetotalktoheriknowicangetthroughtoher.

Uncle:Youcan'tseeher...You'vedoneenough

damage,whatmakesyouthinkyoucanfixthis?To

herfamilyyou'reanabusivemanandifyoukeep

pushingyou'lljustprovethemright.Atthispointwe

can'tsayanythingasparentsuntilherparents

comehere,that'swhenwecanrespondorplead

withthem.

Hope:Whatiffamilyephatalatsameetingbeforele

nkopelamaitshwarelo?

Katlo:Mmekanaitsnotamatterofapologising,you

didnothingwrongtothem...itsjusttoconvince

Rain.

Hope:Howlongarewegoingtowait?

Uncle:Untilwehearfromthem,ifwedon'thear

fromthemwecarryonandwedon'tannounce

anything...

Hope:Andifshedoesn'tshowupinchurch

tomorrowmorning?



Uncle:Thenyouhaveyouranswer...Totaka

setswanathereisnothingwecandobecausego

dirwamereroibilemererogaedirwekaWhatsApp...

WhatsAppkeyagagoleRain.Ronawewillcarryon

untilherparentstellustheweddingisoffthenwe

cantakeitfromthereandbegthemhoweverwe

can.

Hope'seyesburnedwithtearsasheswallowed

lookingathisunclewithreddisheyes..

Hope:Whywaitforhernotshowupwhenshehas

alreadytoldmesheisnotdoingthis?Thetimewe

arewastingwaitingandtalkingherewecouldbe

goingtoherfather'shouseandtalktothem,ifi

havetotalktoherinfrontofbothfamiliesI'lldoit,

kanaifshedoesn'tshowupitwillbehardtostart

theplanningfromthebeginningafterpayingso

much,I'vepaidforourflightticketsalready...

Uncle:(angrily)KanteHopewhatdoyouwantusto

do?Nyalogaetsamaisiwekaletshogolagago,go



dirwamererogosalwatsamaisomorago...You

shouldhavethoughtaboutthisbeforeturningthat

womanintoapunchingbag,tellmewhichfamily

wouldbeproudtomarryofftheirdaughtertoaman

likeyou?Youjusthavetowait...Iftheydon'tshow

uptocancelthenphakelareyakerengasagreed.

Auntie:Andrememberthebrideisdressedbyus,

monyadioapeswalesirekeborramonna...Soat

leastifwecomebackwiththegownearlyinthe

morningthenyou'llknowitsover.

Hope:Arewedone?Iwanttotrycallingheronher

bestlady'sphone,hersisoff.

Uncle:Canyoupleasejustwait...Thiskindofforce

isnotgoingtoworkforyou.Rerilekgobaowele

makgwaho...

Hopestaredathisuncletearfullyandlooked

down...Katloreachedoverandsupportivelypathim

ontheshoulder.



Uncle:Katlootholeommeileleithomoshianyanaa

skaresutisabatho.Wearesupposedtowaitand

hearfromthemregardlesswhatshesaidtoyou.

Youaskedustobringyouawifeaccordinglysoyou

havetorespectthewholeprocess...Bathoba

taarenghelabautwakaronagorengwanawabone

areeneochenchitse?Kesetswanasakae?Katlo

mothoyoasekareswabisa,setsereswabilegale

Katlo:Eerra...

Uncle:Heshouldn'tevenleavethisyard,asekatswa

kakgororeletileborramosadi,ifwedon'thear

fromthemwecarryon.Evenaswegetoutofthis

meeting,everyoneoutsideshouldn'tpicknegativity,

leteveryonerejoiceanddance,lettheDJplay

music,wehaveaweddingtomorrowmorning...It's

notoveruntilit'sover.

Hopeswallowedtearfullyandsighed,thetime

wastedwaitingcouldbeusedwiselybuttherewas

cultureprotocolsagainpoppingup...



AtRain'sfather's...

MeanwhileRainsatamongstthewomenonthe

carpetwhilemensatonthechairs..

Uncle:(tookadeepbreath)Soyouhavemadeup

yourmindyoudon'twanttogoonwiththewedding?

Rain:Yes...Ketshabagoreifimarryhimandgo

thatfarwithhimifhekicksmeoutofhishouseand

irefusehe'dbeatme.

Aunt2:Buthehasneverlaidhishandsonyou,plus

wehavetakenmagadiandgatheredsomany

people...Inafewhoursyoushouldbeinchurch

taking-

Mike:(angrily)Ihaven'tspentathebefromthat

magadiandevenifwedidI'dpaythatboyback.

Hopegaanabotho,iknowthatboyverywell...Rain

obuahelagorehedidn'tbeather,heprobablybeat

herandsheisafraidtosayit.Ioncehada

conversationwithhimandhetalkedback,iwillnot



carryonwiththis...Raindoesn'twanttodothis.

SavannahAuntie:IagreewithRain100%,batsadi

wecanseesheisafraidofhim,whydowehaveto

forceher?It'sherwhowillbedealingwithhim?She

obviouslyhasareasontoworry.

Aunt:Boloingwanakagasejwatoishihela...This

womankeptquietaboutthisandonlypostedit

todayknowinginafewhoursyou'llbegetting

married?Oneabatagorerethobogemonnawa

gagojaakaremothobogilejaana.Thatwomanisa

soldier,shehasmurderedherowncousinand

attemptedtomurderanothercousin,herunclehas

acastbecauseshethrewaspadeathim...This

doesn'tsoundlikeawomanonecannegotiatewith.

Nnakebonaboloihela...andshewantedmore

moneykagatweshequitherjob.

Uncle:Gonemmengwanakayoucanneverknow

whathappenedbetweenthem,I'lltellyouonething

aboutusmen...Wecan'ttalk,wecan'tbreakyou

withwordsbutwordsdobreakusandturnusinto

whatwearenot.Anymaniscapableofviolencein

thepresenceofawomanthatknowshowtopress



yourbuttons...Womencan'tfightbackbutthey

haveapowerfulweaponwhichisamouth.Right

nowsheisavictimanditdoesn'tmatterwhat

happened,thequestionyoushouldaskyourselfis

whyhehasneverlaidhandsonyouaftersomany

years...

Cousin:LeeneRainhasfoughtwiththiswoman,

thewomanstartedit.ShouldHopeassumegoreo

mosadiwaphekekakehoooiteileRere?

Rain:Thatwasdifferent

Cousin:Howcousie?Whydidyoufight?Whydidn't

youreportRereifsheissuchavictim?

Auntie:Kilebathabanabile?

Cousin:Yes,andshesaysRerewatengwasleft

withabrokenlip,soI'mwonderingwhyRainwas

justifiedtoabuseRerelikethat...Hopeisn't

justified...Heisabadmanandyoushouldn'tmarry

him.Ijustwanttoknowifanymanshouldmarry

youwithyourviolentbehaviour?Hopeisfailingto

defendhimselfverballybecausethat'sjusthowa

lotofmenare,hesummerisedeverythingbutifhe



wasawomanhe'dtellyoueverythingthat

happenedandyou'dunderstand..

SavannaAunt:Thiskindofmentalityisthereason

whywomenjustwalkpastredflags..

Cousin:Ihearyouauntie,andyou'rerightbutnot

everywomanisavictim.Thismuscularwoman

isn't..

Mike:Withallduerespectirespecteveryone's

opinionsbutmydaughterdoesn'tfeelcomfortable,

neitherdoi.WeshouldsendtwopeopletoHope's

familybayegolatolanyalo..

Stepmother:Raintakeyourtimeandthinkaboutit

mygirl

Alicia:(Rain'smother)Iwouldn'tbesurprised,a

stepmotherinfluencingastepchildtomarrya

monster.Typical

Mike:Don'tstartwithmywifewenaotsholetsenga

blackmanbanabamacoloured.Youhavenoright

tojudgeanyone...

Uncle:Ok,nowthingsaregettingoutofcontrol...



It'sstillveryhot,leabetsaletsatsilaMaun..Wewill

sendthetwomessengersintheafternoon.Isthat

OKRain?

Rain:Eerra.

Uncle:FornowpleasestayawayfromFacebook

andallthepeoplewhoarebullyingyouonsocial

media.

Cousin:Weswitchedoffherphone.

Mike:Sheshouldn'ttalktoHope,hemightjust

convinceherotherwisemmeaitsegorewagomo

sota.YoudeservesomuchbetterthanHope...Nna

ibileifRainwantedtomarryhimafterthisiwouldn't

doitorletithappeninmyyard...Oneataainyadisa

abeaikgorosa,esengmogame.

Uncle:Nnyaathe,kanajaanonglehaakaikakanya.

You'remakingitdifficult..

Mike:Ifshethinksotherwiseshewillmarryherself

offandshewon'thavemyblessings.

Rain:I'mnotmarryinghimpapa..

Uncle:Ok,aletsatsilewelereromebathobaise



molaetsa.Whatdowedowiththefood?

Mike:Everyonewilleatandcarryleftovers..

Rainstoodupandwalkedtothebedroom,

meanwhilethenannygrabbedatrayandwalkedto

thebedroomwheresheplaceditbesidesRainand

closedthedoor..

Nanny:(loweredhervoice)Pleasedon'tleave

RragweTsarona...Youknowhimbetterthanthat

woman.

Rain:Doi?Thisisthesamemanwhomanagedto

haveawholefamilybehindmybackandifoundout

atthehospital..Hedidalotofthingsthatiwas

abouttoignorebuticannotignorethosepictures.

Inafewmonthsitwillbeme.

Thenannysadlystoodtherelookingather...



Atthemall...

LaterthatafternoonOrefesteppedoutoftheIndian

shoppressingherphoneandgotinthecar,she

grabbedajuicebytheholderandsippedwhilePillar

laidasleepinthebackseat,sheclickedonthe

publicgroupforMaunandtyped"Household

applianceforsale"shelistedeverythingsheowned

andpostedthenshesmiledaslikesstartedrolling

in.ShecheckedherinboxonFacebookflooding

withmessagesofencouragementfromthepublic,

she'dneverhadsomanyfriendrequestsandshe

acceptedthemalluntilshereachedthelimit,was

shegettingfamous?Wow.

ShestoppedatacertainpostwithHope'spicture

"Thispighastobearrested,nooneisabovethe

law"shereadthebrutalcommentsandclosedthen

shestoppedatanotherpostwithHope'shead

photoshoppedtobebigger,shelaughedandwent

totheothertrendingpostfromoneofinfluencers,



"Weshouldstopbuyingorgettingprescriptions

fromChanceMoilwapharmacy.Thiswomanbeater

mustbepunished,weknowthelawwon'ttouchhim

becauseheisfromarichfamilybutheshouldlearn

nottobitethehandthatfeedshim.Sharethiswith

friends,nooneshouldbuyfromthisman's

pharmacy."Shetookadeepbreathandsmiled,she

couldn'tevencountthenumberofpages

advocatingforherjustice..

Anotherpostcamefromanorganisationforabused

womenandchildren.Thearticlewaslong,she

scrolleddowntoapartthatcaughtherattention.

"Wewouldliketoexpressourdisappointmentinthe

conductofthedirectorofChanceMoilwaPharmacy

andHopeMedicalLogistics,wewouldliketocall

outallinvestorsandbusinesspartnersoftheabove

companiestocuttieswiththeaboveasasignof

solidarityagainstgenderbasedviolence."



Thisturnedoutsomuchbetterthanshethought.

SheclosedtheFacebookappthenshestartedthe

caranddroveoffturningupthemusic...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sUncle's...

AttwilightHopedozedoffonthebedwhileholding

hisphonewaitingforRain'sresponse.About30

minutespassedthenhisphonerang...hejumpedup

andlookedatthescreen,itwasn'tRain,justhisPR.



Hope:Hello?

Her:Goodafternoon,iemailedyouapostthatthe

PRteamhasdecidedtopostonoursocialmedia

pagesinresponsetoeverythinggoingon,please

havealookandapprovesooursocialmedia

managercanpublishthem.

Hope:Don'trespondtosocialmedia,itwilldomore

damage

Her:Apologizingisaneffectivewaytocalmcritics

andoffendedanddamagedparties.Craftinga

publicapologythatappearssincereandmollifies

theoffendedordamagedpartiesrequirescareful

wordingandthat'swhyyouhiredme.Oneofmy

responsibilitiesistomakesurethatChanceMoilwa

pharmacyandHopeMedicallogisticsremainsthe

bestbrands.Yourpersonallifeshouldn'taffectus...

Therestofuswillloseourjobsifwedon'tclearour

name.Pleasetrustme,iknowyou'regoingthrough

alotbutthebusinessshouldn'tsuffer.

Hope:OK,itrustyou.Letmehavealook.



Her:Thankyou.

Hehungupandclickedonhisemailthenhe

openeditandread...themorehereadthemoreit

madesensethenhedialledthemanager.

PR:Sir

Hope:Ijustread,beautifullywritten...Youcanpost

it.Thankyou.

PR:Thankyou.

HehungupandtriedRain'snumberbutitwasstill

unavailable.Hewalkedoutandeveryonewasbusy,

elderssittingatthegazeboandothersunderthe

treewhile...Therewasalotofmovementandthis

couldhavebeenhisonlyopportunitytosneakout

andseeRain,hislookedathicarparkingbetween

hisuncles...Hedefinitelycouldn'tgethiscar,they'd

seeitsohejusthadtowalkoutandcallhisbest

mantogethim.



HewalkedbehindthehouseandbumpedonKatlo..

Katlo:whereareyougoing?

Hope:Um...Iwaslookingforyou.Iwanttopassby

theofficeapparentlysomeonethrewstones

Katlo:Really?Let'sgo..

Hope:Letmegetmykeys..

Hegotthekeysandfollowedhimtothecar,his

heartpoundedasheglancedattheoldmensitting

bythetreebuttheywerechattingsoloudthey

couldn'tseethecarleaving.Hetookouthisphone

andchattedwiththesecurityguard...

LateronKatloparkedonthedirector'sreserved

parking,theybothgotoutandwalkedtowardsthe

building..



Katlo:Whereisthesecurityguard?

Hope:Iwonder...

Katlo:ThebuildinglooksOKthough.Alarmsdidn't

gooff

Hope:Yeah,letmegetsomethinginmyoffice.

Heunlockedthemaindoorthentheywalkedin,

passedthereceptionandheadedtohisoffice

chatting...

Katlo:Soiwasthinking...IfRaindumpsyou...Its

nottheendoftheworld.Whitewomenareso

peacefulcomparedtomajorityofwhitewomen.I

knowRainisoneofthegoodgirls...Shehardly

shoutsandallbutwhitewomencanbeso

submissive...Whichissomethingididn'teven

expect.They'resosweet...Whenigetangrymy

wifesayssomethinglike"KatI'mgoingtogiveyou

afewminutestocalmdown,it'soktobeangrybut

weshouldn'ttalkinyourcondition"duringthattime



she'dcarryonwithherhousechoresandevenoffer

mefood.Iwasscaredthefirsttimewehadan

argument...Whitewomencankissyouwhenyou

gettooangry...

Hope:OK...ButijustiwantRainalone

Katlo:Iknow,butmaybethisistheend.Maybeyour

happinessisinUK..

Theywalkedintheoffice,Katloputthekeysonthe

tableandsatonthecouch,hegrabbedapamphlet

andleanedbackreading...

Hopesecretlypickedthecarkeysandpretendedto

begettingafilethenheturnedaroundwithhishand

inthepocket...

Hope:Borrowmeyourphone,minejustwentoffke

battery.

Katlo:(handedittohimwhilereadingthepamphlet)

Ihaven'tchangedmypattern



Hope:OK

Hopegrabbedtheofficetelephoneonthedeskand

turnedaroundwalkingoutbeforeclosingthedoor

andlockingit.

Katlojumpedoffthecouchandtriedtoopenthe

door...

Katlo:Hopeodiraeng?

Hope:IjustwanttoseeRain.

Katlo:Youcan'tgooverthere..

Hope:Aslongasherparentshaven'tcancelledthe

weddingihaveachanceandmyonlychanceis

talkingtoRain.Iknowshewillunderstandme

bettereveryone.Justlayonthecouchandread

something..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway.Insidethe



officeKatlobangedonthedoorbutHope's

footstepsdisappearedthenhewalkedtothe

windowandmovedthewindowfoldswatching

Hopeashereversedanddroveoff..

Heturnedbacktothetablelookingfortheoffice

telephonebutitwasn'tthere..Hesatonthechair

andsighedswitchingthecomputeron,thankGod

therewasWiFikecouldwatchsomethingon

netflix...

AtRere'sHouse(Cj's)...

Rerefinishedbathingherdaughterandtookoutthe

dirtywaterwithabucketthenshewalkedbackand

lockedthedoor.Itwasnowgettingdarkandshe

wonderedwhatwasgoingonwiththewedding...

Shelaidonthebedpressingherphoneand

searchedforRain'ssister...ThepostaboutRainnot



makingheramaidofhonorwasrightatthetopand

sheknewitwastherightpersontocontact.She

clickedonheraccountandmessagedher.

Rere:Hi,canihaveyournumber?Idon'tknowif

youknowme.

Sister:You'vebeentrendingtoday ibilethe

weddingisoff.Hereismynumber#

Reredialledher...

Her:Hello?

Rere:Hi

Her:(laughed)Firstthankyouforputtinganendto

thatnonsense.Nnaibileidon'tcare,shecouldn't

evenmakeanyofhersistersabestladyabeakopa

amaid...Amereuglymaid.

Rere:(laughed)Sotheweddingisoff?

Her:Yes...Mamawasatthemeeting,shesays2



peoplewillbesenttocancelthewedding.Gatwe

theeldersgaveherthewholeafternoontothink

aboutitsotheweddingisoff.

Rere:(laughed)OK..Justwantedtoknowwhat's

goingon.

Her:Youcansavemynumbergirlfriend,I'llgetall

thedatayouneed.NnaRainwamboragore,she

evenblockedmejustbecauseicomplainedgoreke

sekaeragodiramaidmosuthi.

Rere:(laughed)Raineneakeregaaitekanela...O

lebetsegoreHopeusedtoleaveherinthemiddleof

sexandjustgo.

Her:(laughedoutloud)Heiwayaka!Thenwhat

wouldshedo

Rere:She'djustcryandaskmetocallHopeforher.

Hopegaamoratekeraa..

Her:Kesantseketaatshega...Soyoumeanthereis

nolovethere?ButthengonetotaRainisn't

beautiful,sheisnot..

Rere:NnakeipotsagoreHopeobonyeeng



Her:Gongweneamojesitse

Rere:Iwouldn'tbesurprised...

Shelaidonherbackastheylaughedandchatted....

AtRain'sfather's....

Laterthateveningsomeoneswitchedthelights

outsideandwalkedinwithabowlofmeat.

Theelderssatinthesittingroompickingthetwo

messengers...

Uncle:Bagoloibelievewehavegivenourdaughter

timetothinkandsheknowswhatsheisdoing.We

needtwovolunteerstogodeliverthemessage

beforewecandismissourpeoplebecausethey're

busypreparingfortomorrow.



Twoyoungnewlymarriedmenvolunteeredbyshow

ofhands..

Uncle:Whatexactlydowesay?Wemustputwords

wiselynotinfluencedbyanger.

Mike:Thereisn'tmuchtosayexceptthatour

daughterhaschangedhermindaboutmarrying

theirson.

Hetookoutabriefcaseandopenedit...

Mike:Hereismagadi...It'smagadionly,weare

keepingthedamagesbecauseheimpregnatedher

beforemarryingher.

Thetwomessengerspulledthebriefcaseoverand

countedthemoney...



MeanwhileatthegateHopedialledthenannyand

stoodintheprivacyofdarkness..

Nanny:Hello?

Hope:I'matthegate...

Nanny:Gobehindthehouseandstandonher

bedroomwindow,theonesheusedwhenshewas

younger.I'veswitchedthelightsbehindthehouse

soyoucantalktoherthroughthewindow.Please

hurryupbeforesomeonegoesbehindthehouse

andswitchesthelightson.

Hope:OK..

Hehungupandwalkedinwhileeveryonewasbusy

workingandpassingby,hisheartpoundedas

Tsaronaandotherchildrenranpasthimplaying..

Tsaronaturnedaroundandlookedathimbuthe

keptwalking..."Babypleasenotnow"hechanted...

KnowingTsaronaifsherecognisedhimshe'd

screamdaddyandeveryonewouldturnlooking.



Tsarona:Wait...Ithinkthat'smydaddy!

OlderCousin:Hecan'tbehere...Let'so

Tsarona:No..(shouted)Daddy?

Tsaronaranbehindhimashepacedwalkingpast

oneofRain'sAuntie'swithhisheaddown.

Tsarona:Daddy!

OK,nowheknewhehadtostopbeforeanyone

turned.Heturnedandwentonhiskneelevelingto

Tsarona'sheight.

Hope:(whispered)Hibabes...I'mkindofplayinga

gamewithmama,don'ttellanyoneyousawmeok?

Tsarona:(giggled)OK.

Hope:(kissedher)Iloveyou



Tsarona:Iloveyoutoo

Hope:Goolay..

Sheturnedaroundandranbacktotheother

childrenthenhewalkedbehindthehouseand

spottedanopenwindow,hestoodthereandsighed

lookingaround.

Intheguestroom....

MeanwhileRainclosedthelaptopasthenanny

stoodatthedoor..

Nanny:(loweredhervoicenottodisturbtheelders

inameetingatthelivingroom)Pleasecomesee

this..

Rain:what?

Nanny:Idon'tknowwhatitis...Come..



Rainslippedherfeetinhersleepershoesand

walkedoutwhilethemessengersclosedthebrief

case.Shewalkedintheroomandthenanny

pointedattheopenwindow..

Raincrawledonthebedandgrabbedthewindow

barslookingoutside,someoneappearedfromthe

othersideinthedarkandtouchedherhand...She

jumpedbeforerecognisinghimandsighedwhenhe

tookoffhiscap...

Hope:(whispered)Heybabe...

ThenannywalkedoutandclosedthedoorasRain

turnedbacklookingatHope...

Hope:(whispering)Iknowthosepicturesarescary...

Butplease,don'twalkawayfromme...Don'tgiveup

onussoeasily...IknowI'mtheworld'smosthated



manbutiloveyou...

Hereachedinsidethroughthebarsandtouchedher

cheeklookinginhereyes...

Hope:IswearI'mabetterperson...LeeneOrefe

totaI'llneverarguewithher.Wehavebeenthrough

somuchforyoutogiveuponthelastday...We

haveadream,getmarriedandleaveforUK...Our

ticketshavebeenbought...

Rain:(tears)WhatifyoukickmeoutwhileI'mthere,

idon'ttrustyou.Youhaven'tbeenyourselfthepast

coupleofyears...I'llbesofarawayfromhome...I

wouldn'tknowwhattodoifbeatmethere..

Herlipstrembledasshetearfullylookedinhiseyes,

heswallowedandbroughtherfaceclosertothe

barsasheleanedoverputtingtheirforeheads

together..



Hope:Pleasebelieveme..Youhavenoreasonto

trustmebutpleasejustdo...Imagineusawayfrom

allthese...I'mnotleavingwithoutyou..

HeleanedoverandFrenchkissedherbetweenthe

burglarbars,hemovedcloserandhishandsnuck

underherTshirtanddownherbuttsqueezingher

buttastheykissed...

Hope:PleaseMrsMoilwa...Let'sgo...

Rain:They'reinameetingsendingpeopletocancel

Hope:Gotellthemyou'vechangedyourmind...

Hecaressedhercheekandpulledhercloserfor

anotherkiss,sheclosedhereyesinhalinghissweet

breathandswallowedcatchingherbreath..

Rain:Ketshabapapa,ogalegilegoregabatego

utwasepe



Hope:Youcan'tbeafraidrightnow...Please...You

havetobestrong...Lookatme.(hekissedher

again)You'renotjustyourfather'sdaughter...

You'reawife,amotherandyouhaveyourown

family.Atsomepointwehavetostandagainstour

parentsandfightforwhatwebelievein...Pleasego

talktohim

Rain:Hesaidifichangemymindhewon'tbless

ourmarriageandweshouldtakethewedding

elsewhere...

Hope:Aslongasheknowsyou'remarryingme

tomorrow...Trytoexplainyourselfifhedoesn't

understandthenit'sok..Hewillunderstandover

time,theelderswillseewhattodo.

Rain:I'mnotgettingmarriedwithoutmyfather.Ifhe

doesn'tblessusthenwewaituntilhedoes...Heis

theonlyparentIhave.

Hope:OK...Gotalktothem...Iloveyouok?

Rain:Iloveyoutoo...Peoplearebullyingyouon

socialmedia

Hope:Iknow,ideserveit...Gotalktopapa...Kiss



me

Sheleanedoverandkissedhim,thelightscameon

andhejumpedturningawayasoneoftheauntie

walkedpasthimcarryingabucketfullofwater.He

puthisheaddownandwalkedinthedark...

Meanwhileinside,Rain'sheartpoundedasshe

walkedalongthepassageheadingtotheliving

roomwherethetwomessengerwerewalkingout

thedoor.

Miketurnedaroundandlookedinhereyesasshe

stoodtherelikeapreschooler.Forsomereasonhe

justknewHopehadfoundawaytotalktoher,his

facialexpressionchangedashefurrowedhis

eyebrowsinanger...

Uncle:Rain?Isthereaproblem?



Rainfrozelookingatherfather'sangryface,she'd

neverseenhimthatangrybeforeandwords

couldn'tcomeout.

Stepmother:Miketotaolebajangngwana?

Mike:(leanedbackangrily)Nxla!Rainasekaabata

gontenaketamokobamogapeatealekelegore

ayelebitengalenosiasaisiwekenna.{Rain

shouldn'teventryit,I'ddisownhersoshecanfreely

walkintohergraveevenafteraclearwarning}

Rainslowlysatbesidesherstepmotherasevery

adultstaredathercuriously,shelookedather

fatheronemoretimeandhewasfumingwithanger,

herheartpoundedasshetriedtospeakbutnothing

cameoutuntilsheburstintotearscrying...

*

*

*

*



*
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AtHope'sUncle's...

ThenextmorningHopeturnedaroundasthe

designerfixedhisshirt'ssleevesandinsertedthe

buttompins..

Hope:Canimakeacallreallyquick?Iwanttofind

outifRainisgettingdressed.

Designer:Ihaveanotherweddingafterthissoi

havetomakesureyoulookgoodbeforeigo.I'm

almostdone

Hopesighedimpatientlyasthedesignerhanded



himthesuitjacketthenheputiton,thebarberman

walkedinwithhisassistant...

Thedesignerclosedhisluggageandwalkedoutas

Hopesatdown,thebarberputthecovercloth

aroundhisnecktocoverhisshouldersthenhe

brushedhiswavesevenlyandsprayedtherazor

edgeliningspraytohighlighthishaircut..

KatlowalkedinfixinghistieasHopelookedathim

curiously...

Hope:IsRaingettingdressed?

Katlo:Idon'tknow...Thewomenwhowere

supposedtodressheraren'tback...

Hope:Herphoneisstilloff,thenannyisn't

answeringherphoneeithersoidon'tknowwhat

happenedafterseeingherlastnight.

Katlo:Butyou'resureshewantedtodothis?



Hope:Yes...Butshesaidnotwithoutherfather.

Katlo:Atleasttheydidn'tcancelthewedding,ifthe

ladiescomebackwiththegownthenwewillknow

itsover..

Acarstoppedoutsideandtheypausedlookingat

oneanothercarefullylistening...

Katlo:It'sthem,letmefindoutiftheymanagedto

dressher...

Hope:(pulledoutthecoverandstood)kebone?(to

thebarber)Givemeaminute

Barber:Ok...

HopeandKatlojoinedtheeldersinthelivingroom

andtooktheirseats.

Therewassilenceastheladieswhoweresentto

dressthebridesatonthecarpetwiththeirditšale...



Woman:Eebatsadi....(reluctantly)Wearrivedwell

atthebride'splacebutwecouldn'tdressthebride

becauseapparentlythefatherhasrefusedtobe

partofthis,andthebridecouldn'tgetdressed

withoutherfather'sblessing,sotheuncletoldusto

leavethegownbehindastheywerestilltalking.

Uncle:Talking?Weshouldbeatchurchin2hours...

Sowhatdowedo?

Woman:Weaskedifweshoulddressourgroomor

waitforthembutthefatherinterruptedreplyingus

withitsuptous.

Woman:Weaskedifweshouldgotochurchand

thefathersaiditsuptous.Bagaetshorragwe

monyadiogalegilefass,waitsehabuajaana

monnayoleotekeselahelajaana,wahegelwakeha

ekareokaretshwaraareswaswa.Godubegile,

garebonehangwanayoleataaaparalesirekaha

rragweakelemilengkateng.Bamolekamo

lwapengbomalomaatsonemmekeraa..



Therewassilenceastheyalllookedateachother...

MainUncle:Sowhatdowedo?

Hopeliftedhishand...

Hope:Weshouldgotochurch

MainUncle:Andbeleftstandingthere?

Aunt:Ithinkit'sabouttimeweacceptthatthis

weddingwon'tgoon.

Steven:(angrily)Thismanistryingtoembarrassus.

Totakeengbarebayahalehabasacancellenyalo

ga1hela..

MainUncle:(angrily)I'vealsohadenoughoftheir

indecisiveness.Weareleftwith2hourstothe

weddingandstillthey'renotcommunicatingwithus.

Whydotheywantustotakeoursontotheirchurch

andbeleftstandingtherelikefools.Wearenot

leaving.Theywilltalktous



Uncle:Iagree,ekarebataaretena

Auntie:Baratagorapelwamakobaa...

Hope:Canwepleasejustgoandwaitthere

Katlo:Totawhatchoicedowehave?Keronare

rapelang,retaareng

Mainuncle:Nnyaawearedone,thosepeopleare

nowdoingtoomuch.

Hope'sheartshutteredashetearfullylookeddown..

Herubbedhiseyesandleanedbackswallowing...

Mainuncle'swife:Can'twegojusttosatisfywa

ronangwanakakehawalela?Wecantakeour

prideoutofthisandtakehimtochurchwherehe

willwaitandgiveup.Aboapeloeithobogile?We

wouldn'tbethefirstfamilytobeleftstandingatthe

alter...Givingupnowit'slikewedon'tcareabout

oursontoo...Ekareramolathellammeenelabona

peloekhibiduenaletshologelo.



Katlo:Thankyouauntie...Pleaseuncle,canweall

justgoforhissake.

MainUncle:Mmekanathecauseofallthese

problemsisHopehimselfbybeatingpeopleand

nowyou'vescaredthisman.Anyfatherwouldbe

terrifiedtohandovertheirdaughtertoamanlike

you.Rainisthisman'sonlydaughterandfromwhat

ihearsheishiseverything...Idon'tblamehimfor

theangerhehasbecauseanyfatherwouldn't..

Auntie:That'strue,that'swhyweshouldn'tblame

them...They'restilltraumatisedbythosepictures.I

hadnightmareslastnightkelorakeketekwake

magodiandiknowitsthosepictures..Hopehasa

brutalhand...Youhaveabrutalhand,don'teverput

yourhandsonawoman.

Hope:Eemma...

MainUncle:(sighedcalmly)Ok...Iguessweare

on...Isourboyready?

Katlo:Notyet...(stoodupandpulledHopebythe

shoulder)Let'sgo...



Theywalkedbackinsideandfinishedgettingready.

InChurch....

LaterthatmorningHopeandhisparentswalkedin

theCatholicchurchforthefirsttime,thedeco

companyhaddoneaperfectjobwithwhiteflowers

andribbons...

Therewasapastoralreadywaitingandafew

peoplehadoccupiedtheseat,guesstheyhadn't

heardtheweddingmightbeoff..

KatloputhisarmaroundHopeastheygotonthe

stagepodiumbeforetheygreetedthepastorwho

wasabouttoleave,theytalkedbrieflyasthecrowd

tooktheirseats.

HopeandKatlostoodtherelookingateveryone



anxiously...Thepastorleanedover...

Pastor:Whattimewerewesupposedtostartagain?

Hopelookedatthetimeandtheywere30minutes

late...

Hope:Shewillbehereanyminute...

TheDjplayedasongastheywaited.Theelders

lookedatoneanotherandsighed...

Thecrowdbegunwhispering,lookingamongst

themselvesandrealisingthebride'sfamilywasn't

here...

Hopelookedathisuncleshamefully,buthisuncle

noddedasifhewasstrengtheninghimandHope



tookadeepbreath.

Thedoorsopened,everyoneturnedtheirheadsas

thebride'sfamilywalkedin...Hopeswallowed

anxiously,couldithavebeenjustpeoplewhodidn't

knowtheweddingwasofforthiswasit..Theyall

tookaseatandthewholechurchwentsilent...

Tsaronainherprettywhitedressandwhite

leggingsandCJinhissuitwalkedindropping

flowersastheDJplayedmusic..

Uptothismomenthedidn'tthinkhecaredbutif

shewasgoingtowalkinthroughthatdoorheso

badlywantedherfathertodoit,hemeantthat

muchtohim...

ThedoorsopenedthenMikewalkedinwithRain's

handonhisarmasFlavour'svirtuouswoman

played.Thesongandseeingherinhergownforthe



firsttime...Lookingsobeautifulandinnocent,

havingMiketheredespiteeverythinghehaddone...

Tearsfilledhiseyesandhislipstrembled...He

foughthistearsbutthesongmadeitimpossible,

almostasifitwaswrittenspecificallyforher...

Likethemoonandthesun

Sheisworthmorethangold

Likethestarsinthesky

Sheisworthmorethandiamonds,whoa

Sheisworthmorethansilver

Specialkindofwoman,oh,yeah

Heclenchedhisjawsandfrownedastearsburned

hiseyesthenhethrewhisheadbacksotears

wouldn'tdropbutassoonashelookeddownatear

rolleddown,herubbeditandfrownedwithreddish

eyes.HelookedatMike'seyesandthebrokenlook

ofahopelessfatherwasmorethanhecouldsee...



HelookedatRain,MrsMoilwahadthemost

beautifulsmile...

Meanwhile,Mikewalkedhisonlydaughterdownthe

IslelookingatHope,themanwhohadcheatedon

heruntilshehadnoselfesteem,themanwho

walkedawayfromherwhenshewaspregnantand

madehercrydespiteherbeingsosoftspokenand

respectfultohim,aboveall...Hewasgivinghis

daughtertoamancapableofbeatingawoman

blackandblue...Tearsfilledhiseyesashe

approachedHope,helookedathisdaughterone

moretimeandshe'dneverbeensoexcited...She

wassohappyyouwouldn'tbelieveshewascrying

forhispresenceearlier.Histhroatblockedandhe

swallowedlookingatHope,hecouldonlyprayfor

thisboytoloveandrespecthisdaughter,hehadto

bepartofthissohecouldstillbethefirstperson

shecriestoifhehurtsher.Heobviouslycouldn't

getridofherfeelingsforhimevenifhetried..



RainsmiledemotionallyasshelookedatHope

standingbythepastor,he'dneverbeenso

handsomeandseeinghimfighttearsforthefirst

timeinherlifegotheremotional.Babydaddy

leanedoverandrubbedhistearsandtookadeep

breath...

Hopetookanotherdeepbreathlookingather,how

shecouldstillbeexcitedtomarryhimafter

everythingtheybeenthroughstillbeathim...And

thesong....Thissong,Flavour-Virtuouswoman...

Hehadavirtuouswomanrightinfrontofhimall

alongandhewaslostforwordsbutthesongspoke

forhimassheapproached.Therepetitionofthe

verse"sheisavirtuouswoman"hadhimclosehis

eyesforasecondbeforelookingbackather.

Sheisverystrong,awomanofdignity

Sheisprayerful,awomanofsubstance

Sheissoblessed,herbeautynaevidence,so



Ogonidimma,naakwunudiyanairu

Hope'sheartpoundedasMikesadlylookedinhis

eyes,hetearfullylookedbackathisfatherinlaw

andtheyshookhandsbeforeleaningoverbumping

shoulders.

Mike:(whispered)Don'tputyourhandsonmy

daughter...Sheisaprincesstome.Don'tbreakmy

heart...

Hope:(whisperedback)Ipromise...thankyou..

Mikeleanedbackandsmiledlookingathis

daughterwhosmiledbackexcitedtohavehimthere,

thenhewalkedaway,Hopetookbothofherhands

andlookedinhereyesasshesmiledblushing,he

smiledrelievedandatearquicklyrandownthenhe

turnedawayfromherembarrassed,Katlohugged

himaseveryoneclappedhands...



Katlo:(whispered)Youcandothis...

HopesmiledandturnedbacklookingatRainwitha

smile.Hesoftlysqueezedherhandslookinginher

eyesandlookedatherfingers...Thefingerthat

wouldcarryhisringandhernailsweresobeautiful..

Pastor:Dearlybeloved,wearegatheredherethis

morning,tojointhisman

andthiswomaninholymatrimony...

*

*

*

*

*
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InGaborone....

MeanwhileEllawokeupandheadedtothetoilet

yawningasshescrolledthroughFacebookand

stoppedatapostfromoneofinfluencers.

"Imustsay,afterreadingastatementfromChance

pharmacyandHopeLogisticsiamvery

disappointedatthistrendingvictimofyoursOrefe.

Itssadtoseealotofwomenusingaveryserious

topictopushtheirpersonalattacksonotherpeople.

Wehaveseriousvictims,womenwhoareabused

andtryingtogetawayfromabusiverelationships

buttheycan'tbecausetheirabusersmakeitvery

difficult.I'vetakenmytimetotalktopeoplecloseto

her,understandmeididn'tcontactMrMoilwa

becauseapparentlyhehasbeenadvisedtostayoff

socialmedia.



ApparentlyOrefeandRainbothdumpedHope,but

hewentbacktobegginghisbabymamaRainwho

thentookhimback,thisupsetyourvictimandshe

hassincebeentryingtoforcearelationshipwith

himincludinggoingtohishouseandrefusingto

leave.Thefightbrokeoutbecauseshewouldn't

leave,idon'tsupportviolenceandyeshewas

wrongbutasyoucansee,thisisn'tsomeonewhois

tryingtogetawayfromabuse.Helockedherout

andkeptadistancebutshetookhimtocourt,

wherehewastoldtopay1K,shewasn'thappyand

wasseenharassingthepoormaninaparkinglot.

Asifthisisn'tenough,shewasgiven63Kwhich

shewastobuyaplotforherdaughterbutshedidn't,

shespentthemoneyandsheiscurrentlyhomeless.

Theothermothersboughtplotsastold.This

womanisnowbrokeandunemployedlookingfora

cashcow...Didimentionthatherdaughterwas

hospitalisedafterdrinkingpoisonthatwasmeant

forRain?Yeah,theydidn'tknowshespikedher

drinkandgaveittoherdaughter.It'ssadthather

daughteralmostdyingwasn'tawakeupcall.Didi

alsomentionthatsheisoutonbailformurderand



attemptedmurder?Alotcanbesaidaboutthis

woman'scharacterbecauseevenherexboyfriends

havestoriesoftheirown.Someguyshaveeven

pickedonthispartofherandneverwentbackafter

onenightwithher.Iamsadtoseeherusingthe

publicandtakingadvantageofusbecauseweare

currentlydealingwithgenderbasedviolence.This

isaninsulttoalltheorganisationsfightinggender

basedviolenceandallthevictimsofsuch."

Shereadthecomments..

Comment:HeithatOrefewomanisviolent,

apparentlyshetriedtokillherexboyfriendfor

tryingtoleaveherforanotherwoman.Shewas

eventakenfordisciplinarywhenshewasstilla

soldier.

Comment:It'ssadthatsheismanipulatingthe

nation,nowpeoplewillstartdoubtingvictimsof

abusewhileweareadvocatingforvictimstobe

supported.



Comment:Afterreadingtheresponsefromthe

ChanceMoilwapharmacyandHopelogisticsiam

donewiththatwoman.Shehasagoodbabydaddy

though,someofusgetnothingandwedon'teven

knowwherethosespermdonasare.

Ellasatonthetoiletpeeingassheconsumed

gossipfromyesterdaywhenshewasbusywithher

lessons,sheclickedonChanceMoilwapharmacy

pageandread...

"Toourvaluedcustomer

Wewouldliketoapologiseforthecirculating

picturesofawomanbythenameOrefewithinjuries

allegedtohavebeencausedbyMrHopeMoilwa.

TheirsoleintentistoruinthereputationofMr

Moilwaandspoilhisweddingdayduetoacourt

orderissuedonThursday.



MrMoilwaisagoodfatherwholoveshischildren

equally,asaresult,despitehisfinancialdistresshe

hasbeenabletosupporthischildrenwith2Kper

monthbutOrefewasn'tsatisfied,shewenttocourt

andthejudgmentcameoutas1Kpermonth,upon

receivingthe1Kshewasn'thappyandharassedMr

Moilwarightoutsidethecourtbuthemanagedto

leaveafterabriefstruggle.MrMoilwahasmade

effortstofindcounsellingforhimselfandhis

parentingpartnersotheycanreachan

understandingforthesakeoftheirdaughter,but

shehasrejectedeveryeffort.

ChanceMoilwapharmacyandHopeMedical

logisticsdonotsupportgenderbasedviolence,

howeverwewouldliketonotethatMsOrefe's

accusationscameratheratanoddtime,justaday

beforehiswedding.Wehopeshewilltakeallthe

necessarystepsingettingjusticeifindeedshe

believesshehasbeenviolated.MrMoilwawillbe

availabletoassistandcooperateinthe

investigationswiththepolice.



DespiteallthesewewishMsOrefewellandhope

shefindshelpsothatshecanbeafitmother

becauseMrMoilwadoesnotwishtofileforsole

custodyofhisdaughterunlesshereallyhasto.He

believeseverygirlchilddeservestoberaisedbyher

motherandfather.Wewouldalsoliketoexpress

thatMrMoilwawillnotstoppayingforthelawyer

whoishelpingMsOrefedealwithhermurderand

attemptedmurdercaseashehasthebestinterest

ofhisdaughteratheart.Heknowsthereisonlyone

motherhisdaughterhasandhesincerely

apologisestohisdeardaughterforthedramathat

hasbeengoingon.

KindestRegards,

PublicRelations

MasegoReitse."



Sheclickedonthecomments..

Comment: PRoetserekamahatha.Iexpected

theusualgeneralbriefcrisismanagementphrases.

Comment:Ifeelstupid,itypedalongcomment

feelingsorryforherkantegolwelwagorrbaby

daddyyanyala?Rayangmosadiyooabatetiroa

bereke.Watsonane?

Comment:Asinsaneasshesoundsheshouldn't

havebeather,soundslikesheisnotafitmother

too.Gatweshepoisonedherowndaughtertryingto

killthebride,waitsebanyada!

EllaclosedFacebookandsighed,shewasn'teven

goingtobeinvolvedinthis...Itseemedlikekeeping

quietworkedforRainsinceshewasn'tpartofthis

andnowshe'dtakeabackseattooandfocuson

herson.Aboutherson...Shewonderedifhehad

beenpreparedforthewedding.Shedialledthe

nannyandtherewasnoanswerthenshetypeda



message.

Ella:Morning,canihaveCj'spictures?Howishe?I

hopehemanagedtowalkdowntheIsle.

Nanny:Heisagentleman.. Letmesend.

Ellasmiledemotionallylookingatherboyinasuit

andaperfecthaircut...Helookedlikehejustwalked

outofaTylerPerrymovie...Shesmiledevenmore

lookingathimholdinghissister'shandasthey

walkedaway..SheselectedCj'spicturesandadded

onewherehewaswithhissistersinchurchwiththe

brideandgroomblurredinthebackground.She

typed"Myboy.."andupdatedherstatus....

AtCj'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningOrefesatbehindthehouse

doinglaundrywhilesittingontheplasticchair,she



stoodupandhungtheclothesonthefence...

Pillarwalkedoutofthehouserubbinggunkoffher

eyes,shepulledupherwetpyjamaspantswalking

barefootedonthecoldsand.Orefeturnedaround

andlookedather..

Orefe:Didyouwetthebed?

Pillarkeptquietrubbinghereyes,Orefe'sphone

rangthenshewalkedbacktothechairandpicked

thecall...

Voice:It'sMaggiefromthebank,

Orefe:Oh,hi

Voice:You'rebehindonyourpaymentmmekanake

gonenneotsayaloanhelamalobajaana.Ifyou

don'tpaythearrearsarepiling.

Orefe:Ileftmyjobandiexpectedmybusinessto



berunningrightnowbutiranintoproblems.The

ladywhowassupposedtobuyequipmentformein

SouthAfricablockedme,ireportedthecasetothe

policeandgavethemhernamebutwearenoteven

sureifit'sherrealname.Herpageisalsodown...I

gaveher85Kwhichwasmylast.

Voice:Iunderstandthatbutyouhavetopay

otherwisethebankwillblacklistyouorsue.

Orefe:I'msellingsomeofmythingssoI'lldeposit

somethinginmyaccount..Atthemomentke

tshwara1KpermonthsoicanpayP500permonth

startingnextmonth.

Voice:That'snotgoodenough...Yourinstalmentis

1.5K

Orefe:Ok,ketatswakaplan.

Voice:Eemma,bye

Shehungupandpressedherphone,shenoticed

Ellaupdatedherstatusandclickedonthepictures.

Shefrownedzoomingontheblurredbrideand



groomthenshedialledElla.

Ella:Hello?

Orefe:HopeandRaincarriedonwiththewedding?

Ella:Yeah,Idon'tunderstand...wastheweddingoff

elegore?

Orefe:Ithoughtitwasoff.

Ella:Keitsebalekokerengandthenannydidn'tsay

anything.Whyareyouasking?

Orefe:I'mjustasking.Ididn'tknow.I'lltalktoyou

later

Ella:Ok,bye

ShehungupthenshepickedPillarandputheron

herwaistsideandgrabbedthecarkeys,she

unlockedthecarandputherinthenshedroveout...

AtChurch....



MeanwhilethepastorendedtheliturgyoftheWord

asusualfortheCatholicweddingsthenheblessed

theirrings...

Pastor:Youmayplacearingonherfingerwhile

recitingyourvows...

Hopereachedfortheringandturnedtoherhand

holdingherfingerasinstructedbythepriest,he

shiftedhiseyestohersandtookadeepbreath...

Hope:Iamgratefulthatyoucouldhavechosenany

mantobeyourhusbandbutyouchoseme...You've

beenpatientwithmeevenwhenididn'tdeservethe

patience...Thelasttwodayswerethehardestandi

didn'tthinkI'dputthisringonyourfinger.I'm

puttingthisringonyourfingerasasignofrespect,

loveandpromisethatI'llbeabetterman...(glanced

atMike)Myfatherinlawisgoingtobeproudofme,



hewon'tregretgivingyoutome...Andiknowthe

worldwillbewaitingtoaskhimwhathewas

expecting...(lookedinhereyes)Iwon'tembarrass

you.IsweartoGodwearegoingtomakeevery

decisiontogetherandyourhappinesswillbemy

priority...Nobodycomesbeforeyousohelpme

God...

Rainreachedforhisringandslowlyputitonhis

finger...

Rain:Iamproudofyoubecausetomeyou'reaman

aboveallmen...Irespectyoubecauseyou've

earnedmyrespect,whenisleepithinkaboutyou

andyou'rethefirstpersonithinkaboutwheniwake

up...Iwantyoutoeatwell,iwantyoutolooksmart

becauseyouhaveawomanwholovesyou,iwant

youtobeagoodfathertoallyourchildren...Not

justourchildrenallyourchildren.Iknowit'shardto

balancebutI'mheretohelpyoubalanceyour

responsibilities,I'mnotheretoseparate,iwantto



bringyoupeacebecausewhenyou'reatpeaceI'm

happy.Iwillbewithyouforaslongasyourespect

meandteammewell....

Theybothtookadeepbreathholdinghands,the

pastorsmiledandjustwhenhewasabouttospeak

thedooropenedthenOrefewalkedincarryingher

daughter.

Hopesigheddisappointedlyandlookedaway

shamefully.

Hope:(lookedatRain)I'msorry...

Rain:It'sok...

Rainturnedlookingatherasshewalkedalongthe

redcarpetwithdustyfeetonflip-flops,shestillhad

herpantyhosetiedaroundherheadwhilePillarate

lengwinya.



Thecrowdturnedandbuzzedaspeopleleaned

overoneanotherwhispering.Mikeshookhishead

andlookedaway...

Katlowalkeddownthepodiumstageand

approachedher..

Katlo:Didyouhavetoshowup?

Rere:(angrily)Don'ttouchme...Iwanttotalkto

Hope...

Hopestaredatherspeechlessandshamefully

lookedatthepastorandRain'sfamily..

Rere:Hope?

Katloblockedherandsheslappedhishandsoffher



andtearfullylookedatHope,shetriedtospeakbut

forthefirsttimeshecouldn'tevenfindtheright

wordstoexpressthecuttingpaininherheart,tears

blurredhereyesassheshookherheadlookingat

himinasuit..

Rere:Hope?!

Twosecuritymenwalkedoverandgrabbedher

hand...

Security:Ma'am?Youneedtoleave...

Rere:Don'ttouchme...

Sheturnedaroundfacingeveryoneandputher

daughterdownholdingherhandasPillar'spants

slipped,Pillarheldherpantswiththesamehand

holdingthefatcake...



Rere:Hopepromisedmemarriage...Hesaidit

beforemyfamilyandhisgrandfatherwasthere

too...(tearfully)Hewastedmytime,icouldhave

metsomeone..

Hopesatonthepodiumstagestepsandsighed

watchingspeechlessly,Rainfoldedherarmsand

sighedasthesecuritytriedtotakeherout.

StillholdingPillar'shandshepushedthesecurity

manandtriedtoslaphim,Pillarslippedandfell

cryingwhilehermotherheldherwrist,shepicked

herfatcakeandstoodupholdingherfallingpants

asmucasdrippeddownhernostril..

Rain:(angrily)Letgooffme...Don'ttouchme...

(turned)HopeI'mtalkingtoyou!Skaikotamisakoo

knowingverywellyoupromisedmemarriage...

WenaRainthemmawaiphora.Marriagebuilton

anotherwoman'stearsneverlast..



HopestoodupandputhisarmsaroundRainas

theybothlookedatherwithoutaword,shewalked

overtryingtopassthroughKatloandthesecurity

menasmorepeoplestoodupandwalkedoverto

assist.

Rere:WaineelelaRain...You'vetotallyforgotten

howheusedtoleaveyouandcometomyhouse.

Heiswithyoubecauseomasweibileheknowsyou

lovehim...Heisusingyou..Aleopardnever

changesitsspot...RainyouknowHopesaidhewas

goingtomarrymeandIhavewitnesses..

Securityman:Buantseotsamayamysister..

Rere:(pushedhim)Don'ttouchme!

Pillarfelldownandshepulledherupbythearm

tryingpassthroughasKatloblockedher...

*

*



*

*

*

[06/27,01:05] :ChanceMoilwa

Book2

#92

AtChurch...

Katlo'spatienceworethinassheblockedhim

again...

Katlo:I'vehadenoughofyou...Thesetwo

gentlemenaretryingtotalktoyoulikeanormal

humanbeing;withoutembarrassingyouandI'm

tryingnottotraumatisemyniecebutyou'regoing

toofar.Ifyoudon'twantthesementocarryyouout

ofherelikeabagofpotatoespleaseturnaround

andleave...Iknowgatweyoudon'twantanyone



takingPillarfromyoubutiwillcallthepoliceon

you...Childneglectisacrimethatistaken

seriously..

Rerelookedathimlikehedidn'tjustsayanything

thensheturnedaroundtryingtowalkaroundhim..

Rere:Iwasn'tevenlisteningtoyou...Tshabakoo..

ThesecuritymenliftedherupasKatlograbbed

Pillar'shand,Orefebitthesecurityman'shanduntil

helethergothenshegrabbedPillar'shandpulling

her,Katloquicklyletgoofhersoshewouldn'tbe

dislocated...

HopestoodbehindRainhuggingherfrombehind

lookingatOrefetryingtopushthroughthesecurity

overtothem,foramomenthisangerslippedoff...

AsmuchashecouldtellitwasRerehecouldn't

recognisethewomanshewas...Itwasunlikeherto



walkinpublicdressedlikethis,shehadtoomuch

pridetoevenbedoingthis,shewastotally

destroyedandhisfatherwasright,onewayor

anotherhehaddestroyedthiswoman...Andthe

tearsthatwereflowingweren'tjustmadness,she

wasbroken,probablyfeltunlovedandatthispoint

whateverfeltrightdidn'tseemtowork...Crazyas

shewassherejectedhimforovertwomonths

sayingamanlikehimwouldn'tbesingle,shedidn't

wanttobehurtandsheexpressedhowwhenshe

lovessheloveshard...Hiseyesshiftedtohis

daughter...Dirty,wetpantsfallingandtangledhair...

ButknowingRereifhesteppedoverandpicked

Pillarshe'dgocrazierthanthis...howdoyoueven

unbreaksomeone'sheart,maybeheneededa

differentapproachtothis...

Hope:(whisperedtoRain)Canitalktoher?

Rain:Please...

HewalkedoverandgotbetweenOrefeandthe



securityguard...

Hope:(lookinginher)Gohome,ketatakegocheka

aberebua...Thistimepeacefully,ipromisegake

yegolwalewena.

Pillarstretchedherarmsleaningtowardsherfather

crying,HopegotherdespitenotknowinghowRere

wouldrespondbutsurprisinglyshejusthandedher

over...

Hope:Let'sgo...(totheguards)Lethergo...

OrefeturnedaroundandfollowedHopewhilehe

carriedtheirdaughter,Sheunlockedthecarfroma

distancethenHopeopenedthebackdoorandput

Pillarinsidebutsherefusedtoletgooffhim

screaming..



Hope:Babylisten...I'mcoming...I'llseeyoulater...

Pillar:(screamingasherfatcakefellonthe

pavement)Noooo......

Shesteppedonhissuitpocketasherlittlefoot

slippedinsidethepocketthenshejerkedupholding

hiscollarjacketwiththeotherhandandthetiewith

theotherasittightenedchokinghim,shescreamed

loudlywithahighpitchalmosthurtinghiseardrum

refusingtoletherbodytouchthecar,Hopefinally

leanedbackcarryingherandclosedthebackdoor.

HeturnedaroundlookingatOrefe...

Hope:(softly)Caniaskthenannytogodressher?

Tsaronahadtwodresses?

Orefelookedbackathim,shedidn'texpectthiskind

ofresponseanditwasconfusingthathe'dtalkto

herlikethisaftereverythingthathappened...After

therecentbeatingsheprobablywouldbeatherfor



thisbuthedidn'tevenseemangry.

Rere:Yes...Wareotancheka?

Hope:Yes,I'llseeyoulaterandwewilltalk,ifican't

doeverythingyouaskedforI'lltrytoatleastdo

50%...Youjusthavetogohomeanddon'tdo

anythingdramatic.

Rere:Ok..

Hope:Itwillbeprobablybeatnightbecausefrom

herewearegoingforthecelebration,thenthereis

kgorosowhereRain'sfamilywillbebringingher

overandmyuncle'swillbecounsellingmeasarite

ofpassagefrombeingabachelortoactinglikea

marriedman...AfterthatI'llbegivenaroomwith

herforourfirstnighttogether...Atthispointparents

willexcuseussoicanenjoymywife...Soonasit

getsdark,I'llsneakoutandcomeseeyouthenwe

cantalk.Iamwillingtounderstandandhelpyou...

I'lladmitmypartofthemistakesandhowIwantto

solvethemlewenayou'lldoyourpartthenwemeet

onthemiddle.ForPillar'ssakeiwantustostart



lovingeachother...

Shenoddedandsighedcalmingdown...

Hope:IacknowledgethatIampartiallytoblamefor

thisbutlewenafromheregothinkaboutthethings

youknowIamcapableofdoingforyouifyou

respectme.Iwillnevermeetawomanwhodoesn't

respectmehalfway...Thatyoushouldknow..There

isaloticandoforyouifyousimplyrespectmeand

humbleyourself..Iamcapableoflikingyouagainif

youactright...Nnaleyonechildsupporticanupit

to3kifyourespectme.Ellagotsomuchfromme

karespecthela...Lehakekaitsegoreidon'thaveto

do123foryouijustdoitbecauseofhowyoutreat

me.Respectiseverythingtome.

Rere:(calmly)Iunderstand..Soyou'llcomeover

tonight?

Hope:Yeah...Getin...



Heopenedthedoorforher,shegotinthenhe

closedthedoorandsighedcarryingPillarasshe

putherheadonhischestlookingawaysoher

motherwouldn'ttakeher..

Hope:Bye

Rere:Bye

Shedroveoffthenheturnedaroundandwalkedin

churchcarryingherastheDJentertainedeveryone

withmusic.Everyoneturnedaroundandlookedat

himashewalkedalongtheredcarpetcarryinghis

skinnydaughter...

Hewasn'tsurehowlonghekepteveryoneorhow

Rainfeltafterallthisbutshestoodupwithasmile

seeinghimwithPillar,hersmilesunkhisheartand

heswallowed...Hestillgotasmilefromhereven

afterthisembarrassment...Avirtuouswoman.



Heturnedaroundandhandedhertothenanny...

Hope:Getherready.

Nanny:(smiled)Noproblem

Shegotallthechildrenandwalkedoutasallthree

followedherwhileshecarriedtheyoungest...

Hopedustedhisdirtysuitjacketandwalked

towardsRainasshesmiledathimandrubbedthe

littlefatcakeoilonhischin...Hepressedherhand

onhischeekandkisseditbeforetakingadeep

breathtryingnottogetemotional.Thewhole

churchgotsilenceandnowitwaslikenothingjust

happened..

Pastor:(sighed)Weshallcarryontothenuptial

blessing...ItwillbeshorterforournoneCatholic

partofthefamily.Let'spray..



Achurchmemberbroughttheholycommunion

breadandthetwoglassesofwineforthebrideand

groom.Everyonebowedtheirheadsasthepastor

prayed...

Pastor:Thankyou,Creator,forbringingMrandMrs

Moilwatogetherinsuchahappyway.Weaskthe

Universetoblessthiscoupleandtheirfuture

together.Mayhappinessandjoybeahallmarkof

theirrelationship.Astheyexploretheirloveforeach

other,establishahome,andbuildalifetogether,

maytheybestrengthenedbytheloveand

encouragementofthosegatheredheretoday.If

timesgethard,maytheyrememberthe

commitmenttheymadetodayandthejoythat

broughtthemtogether.Helpthemtolearnfromone

anotherandgrowstrongasbothindividualsanda

couple.Amen.

All:Amen...

Pastor:Youmaytakeyourholycommunion..



HopefedRainthebreadwhileshefedhimthenhe

fedherthewinewhileshefedhim....

AtCj'sHouse...

LateronOrefewalkedinthehouseandsatinfront

ofthemirrorundoingherhairthenshebegun

combingherhairandboiledthebathingwater...

Shetookabathandlaidonthebedloggingon

facebook,someonehadtakenpicturesofherat

churchandposted"Victimyalonainterruptedthe

abuser'sweddingcryingandfightingthesecurity."

sheclosedthepostandkeptscrollingthenshe

cameacrossanotherpostofherselfandlookingat

herselfonthatpicturewasmoreembarrassingthan

anything.Sheswitchedoffherphoneandlaidon

herbackwaitingforHope..



ShecheckedthetimeontheTVandwaited,ithad

beenhours...Theywereatthegardenorwherever

theweddingceremonywasheldthensheprobably

hadtobetraditionallytakentohisfamilythenhe

mightfindachanceafterthatsotheycouldtalk...

Shesighedandcheckedthetimeagain,onlya

minutehadpassedsinceshechecked,nowshe

knewshehadtodosomethingtopasstime....She

beguncleaningthehouseagainandrearrangedthe

roomsetupthenshewentoutsideandrakedthe

wholeyard...

Laterthatnightlightsbrightenedthehousewhile

shewaslayingonthebedwatchingTV,shesatup

andmovedthecurtains..ItwasHope'scar,he

steppedoutandopenedthegatethenhedrovein...

Sheputonhershortsandvestthensheleanedover

thechestofdrawermirrorlookingatherself.She

turnedaroundlookingatthewholeroomtomake



sureitwasOKthentherewasaknock,sheopened

thedoorandsmiled..

Orefe:Comein..

Thecardooropened,Rainsteppedoutofthecar

andshestoppedsmiling,Rainclosedthedoorand

walkedover,Hopeopenedhishandreachingforher

andheldherhand...

Hope:Doyouhavechairsrennehante?

Orefewalkedbackinsideandcameoutwithone

chair..

Orefe:Thereisonlyone..

Hope:It'sok,MrsMoilwawillsit...



HehandedRainthechairthenshesatdown,he

walkedtowardsthetreeandgrabbedabucketthen

heputitdownwhileOrefesatonthestoopand

foldedherarmsrubbingherarmsabitchillyasa

coldbreezeswayby...

Rainquietlysatthereandtookadeepbreaththen

Hopewalkedbacktothecarandgrabbedhisjacket.

Hope:(putitaroundRain'sshoulders)Otalelwake

flummeithelaolebalajesi..

Rain:Thanks..

Hopesatonthebucketandtookadeepbreath

lookingatOrefe...

*

*

*

*



*
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AtCj'sHouse...

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighedputtinghis

handstogetherandplayedwithhisringrollingit

aroundhisfinger...

Hope:Thanksforseeingus...

Orefe:WhatisRaindoinghere?Ithoughtweare

heretotalkaboutourdaughter.

Rainlookedatherdressingandlookedaway,of

courseshewasn'tthetypeofpersontoconfront

anotherwomanbutshecouldonlyimagineRere's



FacebookpostshadsherefusedtocomewithHope

likeshedidbeforeherhusbandexplainedwhathis

vowsreallymeantoutthere,thiswomanhad

dressedtoseduceherhusband...Bythelookof

thingsshehadevenforgottenthelasttimethey

saweachothershehadtriedtopoisonher,nowit

wasasifnothingeverhappened,butshewasn'ta

confrontationalpersonsoshe'djustletHopedeal

withhisbabymama,someargumentsaren'treally

worthit,andarguingwithsomeonewhocan

overpoweryouwithinsultswhenyoudidn'tgrowup

likethatwouldmakemattersworse...

Orefe:Ifeellikeeverytimeitrytobeunderstanding

youfindawaytoprovokeme.Rainwasn'tthere

whenwemadethisbaby

Hope:Letmeupdateyou,kethotsekekgonnego

nyalasothisisMrsMoilwafromnowon...IfMrs

MoilwasoundssweetertryMmaMoilwa....Kebata

ereobualennaodirisethatnameformeandyou

tobeonthesamepage.(annoyancebuildingup)

SkakgagogahelaabeoreRainobatangha



becausesheandiareone...Butthenidon'texpect

youtounderstandwhatmarriageis-

Rain:Baberememberwhatwetalkedabout?

Please..

Hope:(calmly)Likeiwassayingkethotseke

kgonnegonyala,mywifehasbeenbroughthome

andwe'veenjoyedonlyafewminutestogether...

Thisishernight...I'msupposedtomakeitvery

specialandsheisnotsupposedtoleavethehouse,

youknowtheSetswanaculture...Sheisnot

supposedtoleavenortouchanything,everythingis

doneforherbutiexplainedmyselftoherandasked

hertogivemeandPillarthisfewminutesandshe

wasniceenoughtoagree...Becauseofthiswe

don'thavealotoftime.

Rere:Soshewillbedecidingwhat'sgoodforyour

daughter?Isparentalresponsibilitysexually

transmitted?

Hope:Ifyou'regoingtogetanythingmorethan

whatthecourtordereditwillbebecauseshe

approvedthat...Ididn'thavetheintentionto



increasethatmoney.Mywifemademedoit...If

youdon'tagreewithhericantakeherandleave

thingsasthey're...Shouldi?

Orefekeptquiet,HopestoodupandgaveRainhis

hand,sheputherhandoverhisthenhepulledher

up..

Hope:Goodnight,Iwasn'tkiddingwhenIsaidI'm

notheretofight.Enjoytherestofyournight..

Orefe'sheartpoundedasshestoodupandfollowed

themtothecarasHopeopenedthedoorforRain.

Orefe:Iunderstand...I'msorry....Canwetalkabout

Pillar?

Hope:Ican'ttalktoyouwithoutRainbecause

whateverI'mgoingtodecidemustgothroughher,

otherwiseI'llhavetotellyoutowaitwhileitalkto

herfirst,it'sfasterwhensheishereandwequickly



agreeasadults.

Orefe:Iunderstandandirespectthat.

Hope:Thankyou,I'mgladwe'veputourfeelings

asideanddecidedtofocusonPillar.

Heclosedthedoor,theywalkedbacktothefrontof

thehouseandsatdown...

Rere:Letmegetsomethingwarm,iwassleeping

whenyouarrived.Iwouldhavedressedproperly

Hope:OK

Shegotbackinthehouseandpushedthedoor

slightlythensheputherhandsoverherfacecrying

silently,tearsfloweddownassherubbedthem

silentlythenshewalkedtothebedandputonher

tracksuitandasweater...

Hope:Orefe?



Shequicklyrubbedhereyesandstoodbythe

bucketdrinkingwaterbeforeputtingdownthecup

andwalkingout..

Rere:Sorry...

Hope:Thanks...RainsuggestedikeepgivingPillar

2Klikeeverychildandiagreed,areyouOKwith

that?

Rere:Yes...Iappreciateitbutithoughtyou'llgive

me3K

Hope:Mywifeandiwillbeleavingendofthis

week...WearemovingtoUK,Rainandimanagedto

findjobsthere.ShestartsnextweekMondaywhich

meansweareleavingwithournannyandshewill

betakingcareofthechildren.Iwasthinkingsince

you'renotsureabouttheoutcomeofyourcasei

shouldkeepPillaruntilthen-

Rere:You'renottakingmydaughter....Hopeifyou

wanttocrossmegetmydaughter....Whatisyour



obsessionwithmydaughter?

Rain:RereyouneedtopayattentiontoPillar,iknow

you'vebeenbusyanditotallyunderstandthatyou

havealottoworryabout.Alotofpeopleare

scammingyouandtheycontinuetoscamyou,it

stressesyouandotshwarakwalekwabutdon't

ignoreherlikethat...

Rere:Youthinkyou'reabettermother?Listenhere...

Iwillmakeyourlifealivinghellifyoutryme...Iwill

evenfindyougonekoUKandyou'llpay...Evenyour

childrenwillpayforyourmistakesRain...Don'ttry

that..

Hope:Everytimeyouopenyourmouthyourwords

justremindmewhyishouldhavebeenabetter

man...You'remykarmaforcheatingbecausenot

onlyamigoingtodealwithyourstupiditymychild

willsuffertoo...Youcan'tholdaconversation

withoutgettingforceful,gaomosadisente...We

camewithtwooptionshere..GoingtoUKwithPillar

temporarilyuntilyou'refoundnotguiltyorsending

hertoschool...I'llbespendingcloseto4koneach

childmoBotswana.Iwantthechildrentostart



preschoolsoI'llbepayingschoolfees,buying

uniformandpayingschoolbus..

Rere:YoucangivemethemoneyandI'llfuelthen

pickanddropher

Hope:No,iwanttopayaschoolbusbecauseidon't

wantasituationwhereyoucallmeonthemiddleof

themonthandtellmeyouranoutoffuel...School

busisP500,schoolfeesis1.2Kpermonthplus

uniform...I'veaskedforaquotationofafullschool

uniformwhichis1.5K.

Rere:soyou'vepickedtheschoolalready?

Hope:Yes,it'sthebestandsafestschoolinMaun.

Rere:ThereareschoolsforP600permonth,why

getanexpensiveschoolforpreschool?Kana

preschoolersjustcolorandsing.

Rain:Theyactuallylearntoreadandwrite.Lether

getagoodeducation

Rere:Preschoolkeeducation?Whynotgivemethis

moneysoicanspenditonher?

Hope:It'smymoneysoidecidewhereshegoes,I'm



theonewhofoundtheneedandPillargoingto

schoolwillgiveyoutimetobreatheandfindajob

soyoucanalsocontributeyourpartofchild

support..

Rere:WhyshouldisupportherwhenI'mher

caretaker?

Hope:Idon'tmindgettingherthenyoucangiveme

that2Kandpayforschoolfeesandschoolbus,

seemscaretakingisveryexpensivesoicantake

thatburdenoffyourshoulders...Shallwe?

Rere:No,I'lldomyparttoo..

Hope:Listen,iknowthatcaretakingisexhausting

butyoucan'texpectmetopayyourbillssoyoucan

sitarounddoingnothing...I'malsonotgoingtogive

you5Kpermonth,I'llbepayingschoolandthebus

directly.

Rere:Iunderstand..

Rain:AlsonnanekerePillarislosingweight,feed

herwithherfather'smoneyandhustlefor

yourself....Youcangetyourhousebackifyou

focusonit,thinkaboutitdayandnight...Thelady



whogotyourmoneyandcrossedtoSouthAfricato

buyyourequipmentleeneyoucanfindherifyou

wantbecauseI'msureshestillliestopeoplethat

shewillbuythemthingswithacheaperpricein

SouthAfrica.SheisinBotswanaandI'msureshe

scamsmorepeople..Ifthepolicearen'thelpingyou

cantrytofindherrealnamesandtakehertosmall

claimscourt.Asforthemurdercaseyou'regood...

Hopewon'tstoppayingbecausePillarneedsyou...

IfHopewastryingtogetPillartrustmehewould

stoppayingthelawyer...Ussuggestingtogether

wasjustasafemoveforherincasethingsdon'tgo

well.Can'tyouseethat?WhereistheRerewho

openedmyeyes?Imissthatladybecauseidon't

recognisethispersonanymore...

Orefelookeddownandrubbedhereyes,Hope

stoodupandwalkedtothecarwhereheopened

thedoorandsatdownclosingthedoor.

Rain:WhatdidyoudowithRere?Whoisthis



womanthat'stryingtokillme?Killherdaughter

withhungerandletherstaydirty,embarrassHope

inpublic...Putsomuchenergyintofightingfora

manwhoisclearlynotinterestedinthemistakeshe

usedtodointhepast?HowimissRere...Theone

whoforcefullytookmetoasalon...Theonewho

stoodupforme...

Rere:(shovedherhead)GothataRain...

Rain:Howcanihelp?

Shetookadeepbreathstillsittingonthestoopand

sighed...

Rere:Iguessyoualreadydidbyremindingmewhoi

am...I'llfindthatscamlady,wagomphamadi

ame...Asformyhouseidon'tknow...Oncethe

courtisdonethenI'lltakeitfromthere.Mylawyeris

takingcareofit...OncePillarstartsschoolI'llfinally

findajob..

Rain:Ok...thankyou.



Hopegavethemafewminutestotalkthenhe

steppedoutandwalkedover,hesatdownand

pressedhisphonewhileRainwastalking...

Rain:Ithinkyoucanalsoputatenantinyourhouse

togetmoney

Rere:Whowouldwanttopaylotsofmoneywhile

stayinginashebeen?

Rain:Lowertheprice,eventertiarystudentswillgo

in.You'llgetsomethinginthemeantime..

Rere:Gonewabua..

Hope:(loweredhisvoice)Babearetsamaetogaere

regorogakwaabeootselaresaspendanakorothe..

Rain:(laughed)Ok,let'sgo..

OrefelookedatHopecuriously...



Rere:SohowmuchwillTsaronaandTsotlhe's

schoolcost?

Hope:Whyareyouasking?

Rere:Becauseidon'tthinkitwillbethesame

amountastheamountyou'regivingPillar

Hope:Itobviouslywon'tbethesame,these2willbe

inUKandPillarisinMaun,eventhecurrencyis

different.

Rere:Sohowmuchwillyouspendonyourchildren

inyourmaritalhome?Kanabanabalenyalobone

baneelwabontsi?

Hope:Idon'toweyouanexplanationofhowI'm

takingcareofmyfamily.

Rere:That'swhatidon'tunderstand,whyfavourher

children?OthaolabanaandyoufeellikeRain's

childrenaremoreimportant...Iknowtheirschools

costmebecauseofwherethey'resowhynotgive

Pillarthesameamountsoicaninvesthermoney?

Hope:Mxmwantwaela...



Hestoodupandwalkedaway...

Hope:Gosiameeeforgetmymoney.Keabonayou

thinkI'mobligatedtoexplainmyselftoyou...

Rain:Babewait..

Hope:No,Rereisungrateful

Rere:Howamiungrateful?Ifyou'resuchagood

fatherconvertpoundsofthatschoolfeestoPula

andgivemethesameamount...

Hope:Idon'toweyouanyexplanation..

Rere:NnyaammegorayagorePillarisn'tthat

loved..

Hopeturnedlookingather...

Rain:Gogetinthecar...Please..



HopeturnedaroundandwalkedawayasRainstood

bylookingatRere...

Rain:Thanksforseeingus.I'mgladPillarwillbe

goingtoschool

Rere:Whatever,you'reahypocrite...Yourchildren

getmoreandI'msupposedtobegratefulforwhat?

Waitseididn'tthinkaboutthisdeeply..Iamgoingto

tellPillarwhohisfatherandstepmotherare.She

willgrowupandseetightthroughyou.

Rain:Ihopeyou'llthinkaboutwhatisaid.

Goodnight...Idon'tthinkI'llagainbeforegoingto

UK..

Orefe:I'llcomegetmydaughterinthemorning..I

don'ttrustyoupeople,youmightkidnapherand

leaveforUK.

Rainturnedaroundspeechlessandwalkedawayas

Rerestoodupwatchingthem,Hopeturnedthecar

aroundanddroveoffthenshewalkedbackinthe



houseandclosedthedoor.

Shesatdownandgrabbedherphonethenshe

beguntypingapost...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtCj'sHouse...

"FivebedroomhouseforrentinNewtown,fully

furnishedand5minutesawayfromthemainroad.

2.5Kpermonthand2.5Ksecurity..Contact#"



ShepostedandavoidedscrollingthroughFacebook

soshewouldn'tseeanynegativityfromthesetoxic

people.Whateverthatwasbeingsaidabouther

nowshedidn'tcare...

Sheopenedherbagandopenedanewsimcard,she

registeredasecondWhatsAppnumberandtexted

theladywhobuysbusinessequipmentinSouth

Africa.

Orefe:Hi,mynameisKelly,ineedyourhelpbuying

ajumpingcastlecheaperinSA.

Shesentthemessageandlaidonherbackgoing

throughInstagramjusttopasstimethenshe

bumpedintosomebeautifulgirlfromZimbabwe.

Shewassobeautifulshetooktimestaringather

picturesthenshedownloadedherpictures...Even

better,thiswomanhadvisitedBotswanaandeven



hadpicturesofherselfattheSSKIAirport...Thisis

theoneshepickedandmadeherprofilepictureon

hernewWhatsApp.ShecreatedaFacebook

accounttooandrequestedafewofherformer

colleaguesandtheirfriendstomakeheraccount

seemabitlegit.

Shesmiledandtypedsomeoneamessage...

Kelly:Hi,gotyournumberfromDeeatFinance.Can

youpleasesendmethedocumentstomorrowsoi

canfile?

Sheclosedandcarriedonpolishingheraccount

withthewoman'spictures...

InHope'sUncle's...

LaterthatnightHopeopenedthedoor,Rainwalked



inthenhefollowedherandsilentlyclosedthedoor..

Hope:(whispered)Doyouthinktheyheardus?

Rain:Obviously...Theirbedroomlightsaren'toff...

Baitisitse.

HopepulledouthisTshirtfrombehindlookingat

Rainassheundressedandwrappedherselfwitha

towelthensheopenedherhandbagandgrabbed

somethinginside.Hewalkedbehindherand

huggedherfrombehindandtookadeepbreath

holdingherthenheturnedheraroundandhugged

her..

Hope:Thankyouformarryingme...Atsomepointi

sawourfuturedisappearingrightbeforemyeyes...

Iswearseeingyouandyourfatherwalkingover

wasthebestmomentever...

Hetouchedhercheekandsmiledlookinginher



eyes...

Hope:Thankyou..

Rain:(smiled)You'rewelcome...

HeleanedoverandFrenchkissedher,hisarms

caressedherwaistthenhishandslippedinher

pantiesbutshegrabbedhishand..

Rain:Wait...Otatshwaraleswe.I'monmyperiod

Hisfacedroppedashelookedather...

Hope:What?Butyou'renotonuntil2weeksfrom

now

Rain:Myemotionswereallovertheplacetoday...

Everythingwasjusthectic..I'msorry...Iknow

you'resupposedtoenjoyyourselfthewholenight...



Hope:It'sOK...Youalwaysgetyourperiodwhen

youpanic,iguesstodaywashectic...

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenshetouchedhis

chinandkissedhisneck...

Rain:(whispered)I'llstillmakethenightworthit..

Hesmiledblushingthenshewalkedtothe

bathroomholdinghishand,hefollowedherand

stoodatthedoorwhilesheundressedandgotin

theshower..

Rain:Iwon'ttakelong...

Hope:Canijoinyou?

Rain:(laughed)YouknowtheanswerwhenI'mon

myperiod

Hope:It'sjustblood..



Rain:Stillbabe...Oryoucanjuststandthere...

Hope:Ok,I'llwaitonthebed..

Hewalkedbacktothebedandthrewhimselfdown

lyingonhisback,helookedathishandonceagain

andsmiledadmiringhisring...Everythinghis

marriedunclesandcousinssaidaboutmarriage

wasstillfreshandringinginhishead...Just

knowingthatthesoundofthatrunningwaterinthe

showerwasMrsMoilwafeltsogreat...

Herolledaroundandgrabbedhisphonethenhe

clickedonhisphoneandrepliedafew

congratulationsinhisinboxbeforeupdatinghis

maritalstatusonhissocialmediaplatforms

tagginghiswife...

Hope:BeheitanekelonaIjustwantedtotellyou

thatI'mnotfornicatinganymore.Fornicationis

wrong,thekinghasspoken!



Cousin: Waretwaelanemuna?

Hope:Mrlesanggojelabanalesanyale.

Cousin2: Mxmtsekthemonna

Hope: TomorrowI'llbemotivatingwomennotto

givetheirbodiestomenwhodon'tvaluethem

enoughtomarrythem.Getreadytobedumped...

Katlo: Preachyoungbrother!

Helaughedreplyinghisfamilyandfriendsthenhe

wentbacktotheWhatsAppandrepliedafew

messages.Hestoppedonanunknownnumberand

frownedreadingthemessage,confusedheclicked

ontheprofilepicturetryingtojoghismemorybut

hestillcouldn'trememberher..

Hope:Hi,doiknowyouorthisDee?

Number:Isn'tthisTommy?

Hope:No,mustbeawrongnumber.

Number:It'sKellyfromfinance.



Hope:Stillnotfollowing,it'sawrongnumber.

Number:Oh,mybad.I'mverysorry.Imighthave

copiedthewrongnumber.

Hope:Isthatyouontheprofilepicture?

Number:Yes.I'mverysorryforthemixup.

Hope:It'scool,ithappens.You'reverybeautiful.

Number:Thankyou...Arethoseyourchildrenon

yourdp?

Hope:Yeah

Number:Boyyousuredon'tplay.Letmerunaway

Hope: Don'tworry,I'mmarried.I'moutofthe

game

Number:Isthatso?

Hope:Yeah..

Number:Sheisaluckygirl..

Hope:I'mtheluckyone.

Number:Letmeseeyou

Hope: No,keshy.



Number:Tisatherrashe..Yourkidsarebeautiful

thoughkesureohandsome

Hope:I'mnot,ijustpickedbeautifulwomentomate

with

Number:Soyourbabymamasarebeautiful?

Hope:Yeah

Number:Tisaphoto

Hope:(senthisphoto)

Number:OhmyGod...Ican'tbelieveI'mblushing.

Ok,nowineedtodeleteyournumberrra.Ketogake

godirasnack

Hope:You'resobeautifulwhywouldyouneeddick?

Number:I'mpickyandtoobusy,I'manaccountant

workinginthemine,ineverhavetime.

Hope:Soyou'reatthemine?

Number:Yeah,Jwaneng

Hope:Ok.

Number:Odiraengnow?



Hope:Nothing,listen.I'mbeginningtofeelguilty.

Let'sstop.

Number: Shehoboigore,ibilenturneron.

Hope: Ok,nowI'mblockingyou.Gosiame.

Number:Emapeletherra..Whereareyou?

Hope:Maun

Number:I'veheardsomuchaboutMaunmen

Hope: Gottago.Keagoblockahelabecause

you'remakingmesmileandyou'retoobeautiful.

Can'taffordtocheat,kemoshamolenyalong.

Number:Whosaidanythingaboutcheating..

Heelatherrarelaxer

Hope:Nah,goodnight.

Heblockedhernumber,Rainwalkedoutandsaton

hislapashetriedtodeletehermessagebutshe

leanedoversoheputthephonefacedownwithhis

heartpounding..



Shelookedinhisguiltyfaceandnoticedhisheart

poundingasheputhisphonedown.

Rain:What?

Hope:Nothing..

Shegothisphoneandlookedatit...

Rain:Unlockit..

Hope:Babecomeon..

Rain:LotollaHope,you'reliterallyshaking

Hope:I'mnotshaking..

Rain:Unlockit...unlessyoudon'twantmetouching

yourphonethenI'llneverdoit.Idon'tmindstaying

awayfromyourphoneandgivingyouprivacy.

Koorekeipotsagoreonourfirstnightwhyo

tobetsaphoneabeotshogaompona.

Hope:Please....



Raingotoffhislap,hegrabbedherhandandstood

up,sheturnedandlistenedattentivelybutforsome

reasonhejustknewthatchatwenttoofarthanit

wassupposedto...Itwadefinitelyflirtingandhe

couldn'tevenunderstandhowheletitgoonforthat

long...

Hope:Babe?Canitellyouwhathappened?

Rain:No.Ifyoucan'tshowmewhatyouweredoing

thendon'tevermentionit.GoodnightHope.

Sheswitchedoffthelightsandgotinbedwhilehe

satontheedgeofthebedinthedark...Ofcourse

he'dneverletherseethis,howtheFdidheevendo

that...Hetookadeepbreathandrubbedhishead

sittinginthedarkshirtless...

Aboutanhourpassedwhilehesatinthedark

quietly,hegrabbedthephoneandunlockeditthen



hehandedherthephone.

Sheclickedonhisconversationwiththisblocked

contactandreadtheirmessages.

Hope:Gakeitsegorekedirilejangtoflirtwithher

likethat.I'mverysorry...(tearfully)Fuck!

Heswallowedtearfullyandshookhishead,shesat

upandswitchedthebedsidelampandlookedat

him.Herubbedhiseyesandlookeddown....

Hope:Iamdisappointedinmyselfmorethanyou

caneverbe...Gakeitsegorekedirilejanggoreke

direjalo.I'mverysorry.Fromnowonyoucanhave

accesstomyphoneandeverything...Idon'tknow

whattosay.Itsembarrassingthatifailedonour

firstnight.



Shelookedathimonceandsigheddefeatedthen

shehandedhimhisphoneandlaiddown.He

remainedsittingtherenotsurewhattosay...

AWEEKLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthehouse....

Thenannypackedthechildren'sbelongingswitha

smilefromeartoearandzippedtheirbagswhile



talkingtohermotheronloudspeaker...

Nanny:(laughed)Weshouldbeleavingnow

Her:Pleasegoandtakecareofthosechildren,don't

embarrassthefamily.

Nanny:(laughed)Iwon'tmama...Rainsaidthat

she'dfindmeaparttimejobsoIcanmakemore

moneywhenthechildrenareatschool...Ican't

believeI'mgoingtoUK.RememberwhenMaIrene

braggedaboutherdaughtervisitingChinafor3

daysandmadeusfeellikewearefailuresfornot

havingbeenabroad?

Her:(laughed)Iknowmygirl...PleaserespectMr

Moilwa,mostmenwon'tsurviveinthehousewith

twowomenwithoutgettingtempted....It'sjust

temptation,notthatyou'dbeanythingclosetohis

wifesoexpecthimatonepointtogetalittletoo

friendlyortotrygettinginyourpantieswhenhis

wifeisn'tgivinghimenoughsexoriftheygo

throughsomething.IexpectyoutobeloyaltoRain

becauseshetookyoufromnothing.



Nanny:MamadoyouknowhowmuchIloveRain?

Shehiredmetohelpherclean,I'veseenhergo

throughhellandeverything...Iunderstandhermore

thaneveryone,shelovesmeandshetrustsme.I'd

neverdothat.Pleasetrustme..

Her:Itrustyoumybabybutiknowyoumightget

temptedtoosinceyourboyfriendwillbehereand

youwon'tgetsexanywhere

Nanny:(laughed)I'lltouchmyself

Her:(laughed)Mxmkooreohemisitswekeeng

ngwanawagaRobert.

Nanny:(laughed)Byebyemmaletmeloadmy

things

Her:Bye

Shehungupandcarriedeverythingto6hecar

passingbythechildreninthesittingroom..

Nanny:ismommyback?



Tsarona:Nope!

Shewalkedoutandputthebagsinthecar.

MeanwhileinthebedroomHopeplacedhislast

Tshirtinthebagandzippedhisbagthenhedialled

Rainbuttherewasnoanswer..

Heputonhisshoesandwalkedoutbumpinginto

thenanny...

Hope:Letmegocheckonheratthrsaloon,she

saidsheisgoingtodohernailsright?

Nanny:Yes...

Hewalkedoutandgotinthecarashereceiveda

messageonWhatsApp...

Unsavednumber:Hi,itsKelly. Shehnerradid

youreallyblockme?



Hope:Pleasestoptalkingtome.Yougotmein

trouble.Mywifesawourmessages.

Heblockedthesecondnumberanddroveoff....

AttheSaloon...

LateronRainsatbythechairwhiletheManicurist

didhernails,agentlemanwalkedinandtookoffhis

sunglassesthenhesmiledathisdaughterwhowas

sittingonthechairgettingherhairdone...

Him:Heybabes...Youlookbeautiful...

Her:(smiled)Ilikeittoo...Comefeelmyfromtooth

iswiggly...

Him:Wearelosinganotherone?

Hehandedherajuiceandhandedthehairdresser...



Hairdresser:Thankyou..

Him:Whenwillshebedone?

Hairdresser:30minutes..

Him:Alright...I'llbeback.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutbutsomeone

caughthiseyethenhestopped,hiseyeslockedwith

Rainandhesmiledsincerelynodding,shesmiled

backunabletowavebackwhilebothofherhands

gotoiled,henoticedtheringonherfingerand

walkedoutdisappointed...

MeanwhileRainblushedandshiftedhereyesback

toherhands,ithonestlyfeltgoodtoseethelookin

thatman'seyes...Thatmomentwhenyouseethata

manlikesyouthroughhiseyes...Anditwaseven

cuteheisoneoftheshyones.Atleastsheknew

shehadthatthing...Pityhewasshy,afterthose

messagesbetweenHopeandhisanonymous



admireritwasclearthismanwouldneverstop

cheating...Butshewasn'tgoingtocrythistime...

BeinggoodtoamanlikeHopeborenofruits

whatsoever...

Thenailtechnicianmovedtoherlegsanddidher

toenailsthenshepaidandwalkedoutthebuilding,

sheapproachedhercarwithherfacefixedinher

handbagfishingforcarkeysandstoppedtaking

themout,sheunlockedthedoorandgotinthenshe

satdownandtookadeepbreathtuckingherhair

behindherears,sherolleddownthewindowsand

frozeasthedadfromthesaloonsmiledandwaved

sittinginthenextcar...

Him:Hi,sorryifistartledyou

Rain:(laughed)It'sok..

Him:Nicering,marriedorengaged?

Rain:Neither...Ijustwearitsoguysdon'ttrouble

me.



Him:(laughed)OK...itotallyunderstand.Myname

isLerumo,that'smydaughterinthere...Doyou

haveanykids?

Rain:I'mRain...Ihave2..

Lerumo:Havedinnerwithmethiseveningatthe

Lagoon..

Rain:(smiled)UnfortunatelyI'mleavingforUKin2

hours.

Lerumo:Canwegoforbreakfastnow?Ifyoudon't

mindormaybeicancomesaybyeattheairport.

Rain:Ihavetogopack

Lerumo:Wellcanigetyournumbersowecankeep

incontact?Iwouldn'tmindvisitingyouorbuying

youaticketsoyoucanvisitmeandgobackon

holidays.

Rain:Doyouknowhowmuchitcosts?

Lerumo:Iknow,istudiedinLondonfor8years..

Rain:OhmyGod,I'mgoingtoLondontoo..

Lerumo:Yeah...Iactuallyhavefriendsthere,ifyou



everneedsomeonetohelpyouwithsomething

therejustletmeknow.

Rain:(smiled)Iwillmostdefinitelydothat..Where

isyourbaby'smother?

Lerumo:Marriedtoanotherman,disadvantagesof

stayingabroadfortoolongyoucomebackyour

girlfriendismarried.

Rain:Sorry

Lerumo:It'sok...Ithappens...Yournumber?

Shespelledoutthenumberashesaveditand

pagedher..

Lerumo:Savemineaswell...pleasetravelsafely,if

yougetstrandedinLondonletmeknow.

Rain:Willsurelydo.

ShereversedanddroveoutasHopedroveintothe

parkinglot,shelookedatLeruoonthemirrorand



keptdrivingasHopeturnedaroundandfollowed

hercar...

Atthehouse...

Minuteslatersheparkedthecarandsteppedoutas

Hopewalkedovertoher,hegrabbedherhand

beforeshecouldwalkinthroughthegarageand

pulledheraside...

Hope:Hi,whyareyounotpickingmycalls?

Rain:Iwasbusydoingmynails...Whatdidyou

wantkakeitseourflighttime?

Hope:Babe?Pleaseforgiveme....You'reangrywith

me...Icanseeit

Rain:I'mnotangrywithyou,I'vegivenuponyou...I

thoughtmarriagewillchangesomethinginyoubut

you'restillthesame,theonlydifferencerightnowis

thatiwon'tcryforyouorlectureyou.



Hope:Idon'tneedthatbecausekeikgalemetse.

Herphonevibratedthenshetookitoutandlooked

atthescreen,itwasLerumoandherphonewason

vibrationmode,sheputitbackinthepocketand

sighed...

Hope:Whyareyounotanswering?Lerumokemang?

Rain:Letgoofmyhand...

Hope:Lerumokemangbabe?

Rain:It'stheguywhotookovermypostatwork.He

islookingforsomefiles,Ialreadytoldthemwhere

they'rebutIsuspecttheyhavemisplacedthembut

eneolapisanna.

Hope:Ohok...Yournailslookbeautiful..

Heleanedoverandkissedher,sheclosedhereyes

andlethimdoitjustsohecouldleaveheralone

andgivehersomespace,hewalkedinholdingher



handasshejustwalkedbesideshim...Shewasn't

surewhatwasgoingonbutshefeltnothingforthis

manandpartofherwantedtodropthiswholething,

butshehadleftherjobandhadbeenofferedahigh

payingoneinLondon...

Herkidsranoverandshepickedtheyoungest

kissingher.

Hope:I'veloadedeverything..

Rain:Ok...

Hope:Canwenowprayforourtrip?

Theyallstoodinthesittingroomholdinghandsinto

asmallcircleandbowedtheirheads.

Hope:Fatherthankyouforthenewopportunities,

wearegratefulforthischance...It'snotjustafresh

startforusbutabrightfuture...Fatherweaskthat



youbewithusthroughoutthejourney,helpmelead

thisfamilytherightway...Givemethewisdomto

runmymarriage,sweepawaythetemptationsand

allowmetobeaccountableformymistakes,heal

andmendtheheartsofmylovedones.Letnohate

comebetweenus,fatherI'mprayingforourchildren,

theleavingandtheonesstayingbehind,inprayfor

ourdearfriendwhoisleavingherfamilyjustto

assistus.Maythisbeanopportunityforabetterlife

forheraswell.InJesusnameipray...

All:Amen...

Theyallwalkedoutandgotinthecar,Raintookout

herphoneandtextedwhileHopedrove,shesmiled

atthescreenasheglancedather,hewasn'tsureif

itwashisheadplayingmindgamesorshewasn't

interestedinthisanymore.Hereachedacrossand

puthishandoverherthighbutshedidn'teven

noticeitandkeptpressing.

Hope:Iloveyou..



Rain:(typing)Mh..

Hope:Aogatweeelegonewaremh(hesmiledand

wavedhishandbetweenhereyesandthephone)

Babe?

Rain:(turnedandlookedathimannoyed)keengne

rra?

Heglancedonthemirrorembarrassedbutthe

nannywasonherphoneandthechildrenwerebusy

chatting...

Hope:Nothing..Obualemang?

Rain:Wascheckingmyfarewellmessages.

Hope:OK...

Sheturnedbacktothephoneandtextedthenhe

carriedondrivingsilently...

*



*

*

*

*
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InGaborone....

LaterthateveningEllaandVictorsteppedoutofthe

car,VictorpickedCjastheywalkedinthemall...

Victorstoppedandlookedattheweddinggowns

throughthewindow...

Victor:Babecomehere...



Ellaturnedbackandstoppedbesideshimputting

herarmaroundhimwhilehecarriedCj..

Victor:Whatdoyouthinkofthatgown?

Ellasmiledlookingatallthegowns...

Ella:Ilikeit,butilikethatonebetter.

Victor:Wouldyoumarrymeifiaskedyoutomarry

me?Imeanlikeismarriagesomethingonthetable

foryou?

Ella:Whywouldn'timarryyou?

Theybothlaughedandcarriedonwalking...

Victor:Youneversayanythingaboutmarriage

that'swhyI'mcurious



Ella:Ineversayanythingbecauseidon'twantto

pushyouintosomethingyou'renotcomfortable

with.

Victor:Ibeenfeelingthesameway...I'vewantedto

talkaboutmarriagethelastfewweeksbut

somehowifeltlikemaybeyou'llthinkit'stoosoon,

butireallywanttomarryyou.

Ella:I'dliketomarryyoutoo...Aslongaswetalk

aboutthemarriageindetail...Likeourexpectations

andthingslikethat.Ifwegetmarriediwantyouto

knowthatI'mcomingintothismarriagewithCj...

Hewon'tgetyournamebecausehehashisfather

buthewillbecomingsoicanraisehim.

Victor:Isn'tthatobviousthough?(theylaughed)

Nnatabekeexpecta3children...Iwanttohave

children...NotthatCjisn'tenough

Ella:Iunderstand...Iwouldn'tmindaslongasour

budgetsallow.Youronlyloanistheoneiknow

akere?Gakebatesurpriseyadikolotothenwefight

constantly

Victor:Yeah,nodebtsbesidesthatoneloanwhich



I'llbecompletingthismonth.Soyou'reOKwithme

talkingtomyparentsaboutusgettingmarried?

Ella:Yeah,mydadissickbutcousinwhoismy

unclewilltakecareofeverything..

Victor:Babekeseriouskana?

Ella:(laughed)Shehlennakeserious..

Victor:Ok.

Heheldherhandastheywalkedintherestaurant...

Cj:Dad?

Victor:Yespapi

Cj:Iwantdaddy

Victor:Iknowmyboy...Heisstillontheplane,we

willcallhimwhenhegetshome...Heisleftwitha

fewhoursthenyou'lltalkok?

Cj:Ok..

Victor:Let'sorderfood...Orderwhateveryouwant



okmyboy?

Cj:(smiled)OK..

Theysataroundthetableasawaitressapproached

withthemenusandtooktheirorders.

AtCj'sHouse....

LaterthatnightRerewalkedinthehouseandsaton

thebedtakingoutherphoneasPillarturnedtheTV

onandsatonthecarpetwatching.

Rerelaidonthebedcheckinghermessages...

Rere:Hi,it'sKelly.Whenwillyoubebackfrom

SouthAfrica?

Number:Whynotjustsendthemoneysoicanbuy

foryou?I'mbuyingformycustomerswhenI'm



comingtoBotswana,fromhereI'mgoingtoZambia

tobuystorkformyothercustomers.Itravelaround

SouthernAfrica.

Rere:Yeahbutidon'tknowyou.Iwanttomeetyou

beforegivingyoumymoney

Number:(sentapictureoftheID)That'smyID..My

nameisResegoMotshwariI'mfromSerowe.(sent

paymentdetails)Sendthemoneythere.

Shethoughtaboutit,sheprobablyneededOrange

moneynumbertoconfirmifthenamesontheID

werelegit.

Rere:Ok,sendtheOrangemoneynumber.Isave

mymoneyinmyorangeaccount.

Number:Waiiidon'thaveorangemoney.

Rere:Ok,I'llwaituntilyou'rebackinBotswana.

Number:Aomma,you'renotbusinessminded.

Kanayou'redelayingbecauseI'minSAalready



Rere:I'llmeetyouwhenyougetback.Mybusiness

partnerswillkillmeifigiveastrangerthemoney.

Number:Ok

ShesighedandclickedonherothernewWhatsApp

app,sheclickedonHope'snumberandpaused

thoughtfully...Shecouldn'tsendanymore

messagesevenwithanothernewnumber,he'dbe

suspiciousofher.Shesighedandputherphone

awaythenshestoodupandbythestovecooked...

AtHakeem'smother's

Onthesamenighthismotherknockedonthedoor

andwalkedinwhilehesatonthebedtryingtopull

theduvetwithhisnowstiffhands...

Her:Um...Thereissomethingineedtotalktoyou

about...(satdown)Totangwanakasometimes

whenweasparentsaskyoutosettledownit's



becauseweknowlifecanbetragic...Nowyou're

confinedtoachairandyouneedsomeonewhowill

takecareofyou...You'velostyourjobandyoustill

won'ttellmehowyougotinjured..Becauseidon't

buythecaraccidentexcuse

Hakeem:YouthinkI'mlying?

Her:Yes...Ithinkyougotintomoretroubleout

thereandiwantyoutomoveout...

Hakeem:Andgowheremama?Whereisdad?I

wanttotalktohim.

Her:Youwon'tstayinmyyardifyoudon'ttellme

thetruth,itookcareofyoubecauseyouwereill...

Nowyou'reok...Tellmethetruthorleavebecausei

finditveryawkwardthatyou'devenhidethefact

thatyou'reinMaunwhenHopewantedtoseeyou...

Youcouldn'tattendhisweddingandyou'reavoiding

him.

Hakeem:I'mscaredtogooutthereorvenear

Hope...Ihadacaraccident,isn'tthatenough

trauma?Hopeisn'tmyfriendanymore.

Her:Iwantyououtofmyhousebytheendofthe



weekifyou'renotwillingtotellmeexactlywhat

happenedbecauseiknowsomeonewastryingto

killHopeandhehadtotakehisfamilytoUK.I'dbe

verydisappointedifyou'reevilenoughtodothatto

yourchildhoodfriend...Thatboyhasbeennothing

butloyaltoyou...That'swhyyoudidn'tevenwork

becauseyouwereusinghim...

Shestoodupandwalkedoutthensheclosedthe

door,Hakeemlaiddownandstruggledpullingthe

sheetover...

Attheuncle'shouse...

Thenextdaytheunclesteppedoutofthehouse

puttingonhishatashisphonerang...

Uncle:Hello?

Hope:Wearrivedsafely,UncleKatjusttookusto

ournewhouse



Uncle:Iamsohappytohearthat..MayGodbless

yourmarriagemyboy.Youdidgoodtakingyour

familytosafety.

Hope:Yeah...Butthingsarenotgood...Sheisstill

angrywithme...Likesheishidingitbuticantell...

Ormaybeshejustdoesn'twantme.

Uncle:Givehertime,shewillbeOK.Sheisjust

disappointed...Youwerewrongtoflirtbutyoudidn't

goallthewaysoidoubtit'sabigdealbecauseyou

don'tevenknowthewoman.

Hope:Ithoughtwewillbeexcitedbutsheisnot.

Sheisbusywithherphone.

Uncle:Ignoreitandjustkeeplovingher,shewillbe

OK.Lekgakalagolokooosekawabatamothowa

boraro

Hope:Idon'theveintentionstocheatbutidon't

knowabouther.Thewaykeikutwanggoaga

lelwapalamekatenggapekeratamosadiwame...

Sheismyeverything,I'mexcitedtobemarried

becauseineverthoughtI'dpullthisoffbutkemo

diretsephosoandshewon'tletitgo.Sheisusually



understandingbutthistimeidon'tknow...Ifeellike

sheisgoingtohurtme.

Uncle:Shewon't...Otshogahela.Rainowetse

dibete.Justbepatient...Whenshesnapsatyou

smilebackandkissher,overtimeshewillnotice

youreffortsandyou'llbebacktothatdireisawin

churchonyourweddingday.Shemarriedyou

becauseshelovesyouandyouloveher,

temptationswillalwaysbethere,themost

importantthingisnottoentertainotherpeopleand

tohumbleyourselfwhenyou'vedonewrong.

Hope:OK..I'llbepatient.

Uncle:Alright,bye

Hope:Bye

Hehungupandopenedthegate...

TWOYEARSLATER....

*



*

*

*

*
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AttheAirport...

VictorandCjsatdownandorderedsomethingto

eatwhileVictortookouthisphoneandvideocalled

Hope...

Victor:I'mcallingyourdadtolethimknowthere

hasbeenadelay..

Cj:(eating)OK....



HopepickedthecallasVictorsmiledlookingat

him...

Victor:What'sup?

Hope:(sighed)I'mgoodman...

Victor:I'mattheairportwithCj

Hope:Nnakebatagoboelagaemonna(Iwantto

comebackhome)

Victor:What'sgoingon?Yonekgangyamalast?

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighed,Victorglanced

atCjandstoodup,hewalkedafewfeetawayfrom

himsohewouldn'theartheirconversation...

Victor:YouknowI'mhereifyouwanttotalk..

Hope:No,I'mgood.I'msureit'snotasbadasit

seems.

Victor:Ifyoudon'ttalkaboutitit'sgoingtoeatyou



alive...Ifyoudon'ttellanyonethisnoonewillhelp

you.CanyouatleasttellyouruncleKatlo?

Hope:Youknowhowfamilyis,youtellthemyour

shittheyjudgeyourwifeandhateherbutistillwant

tofixthis.

Victor:Canyouatleasttrycounselling?

Hope:Rainwagana,butI'llbefine.

Victor:Shoulditellyouruncle?Ifyou're

embarrassedicandoitforyou..

Hope:No,I'mfinelateaka,skawara

Victor:HowdoinotworryknowingI'mtheonly

personwhoknowssomethingsobig?Gonejaana

you'retakingCj,inyourcondition.Didn'tyousaythe

maidhasaboyfriendandisengaged?

Hope:Yeah,sheisengagedandshemovedout.

Shenolongerworksforusbutshestillcomes

aroundtohelpoutofhergoodness.I'lltakecareof

Cjskawara.

Victor:Aenothemonnasadirejalo...kanaican't

talktoanyoneaboutthis,notevenEllabecauseif



shefindsoutthenRerewillknowthenthewholeof

Maunwillknow,butifRainisn'twillingtofixthings

thenithinkcomingbackhomeisagoodidea

becausethelastthingyouwantisgosotegela

kgakalakabana.Isthereanythingicandotohelp?

Hope:No,andmovingbackwasjustathought.I

don'twanttoleaveherbehindbecauseidon'tknow

what'sgoingoninherhead...Idon'tknowifshe

wantsthisornot.Itsjustabigmystery

Victor:Pleasecomehomeforacoupleofmonths,

maybeshewillmissyouandstarttreatingyouwell.

Hope:I'llthinkaboutit

Victor:Alright...LetmegiveyouCj..Osmaelele

ngwanamrtogaomotshosa

Hope:(laughed)Bontsejangbotsetsi?

Victor:(laughed)It'sgood...Whydidn'tyoutellme

babiescomeoutsotiny?IeventhoughtI'llbreak

mydaughterwhenifirstheldher.

Hope:(laughed)They'retinylikethat.Ican'thold

themwithmyhandstooialwaysuseablanket



becauseifeellikemyhandswouldbreakthebaby...

Butotherwisecongratulationswelcometo

fatherhood

Victor:Thanks...

HesatdownandhandedCjthephone..

Cj:(smiled)Hidaddy

Hope:Hi...Ican'twaittoseeyoubud

Cj:Metoo,I'mabigboy,I'mflyingalone

Hope:(laughed)Iknow...You'relikesuperman..

Victor:(laughed)Italkedtooneofmycolleagues,

sheisgoingtoputhimintheconnectingflightand

talktoanotherflightattendant.

Hope:Alright

Victor:Goshapo,wearecheckingin

Hope:Bye



HehungupandwipedCj'smouththenhepaidand

walkedtowardsthequeue....

AtCj'sHouse...

MeanwhileRerewalkedthroughthegateas

builderspaintedthe2bedroomhousebesidesthe

oneroom.Sheunlockedtheroomandwalkedinas

herphonerang...

Rere:Hello

Ella:Hi,howdiditgoincourt?

Rere:Thejudgedecidedthatweshoulddividethe

yardsothereisacutlinebetweenmyhouseand

mygrandmother'shouse.

Ella:Soyourunclewonthehouseyoubuilt?

Rere:Yeah,ilostitbecauseapparentlythereisno

proofthatibuiltitsincemygrandmotherhadcattle

fromherlatehusband,butunclesoldthosecows



andevenchasedmygrandmotheratthefarm

hencewecametoMaun.Heclaimedhesoldcattle

forhismotherandshebuiltthathouse.

Ella:Atleastyouhaveyourhousebackandyoucan

movethere.

Rere:Idon'twanttomove,Iwantatenanttostay

theresoicanusethemoneytobuyafenceand

dividetheyard...Plusican'tfindajob,thepolice

areignoringmycaseandtheysaytheycan'tfind

thiswomansoihavenosourceofincome.

Ella:Butiwanttoputatenantintheresoicansave

moneyforCj...Oncethe2bedroomhouseisdone

I'mrenovatingtheoneroomandputtingtenants.

Rere:Kantegonemmewheredidyougetthe

moneytobuild?

Ella:It'snotmebuildingforCjit'smyfather,itold

youwedecidedtosellhiscompanyandbuildhim

rentalhousesbecausetheywon'tneedalotof

managing.Iwasn'tcopingwithhiscompanyand

myfamilykaha...Afterbuildinghiswhatwaslefthe

gaveittomebutiusedonCjbecauseifI'mmarried



andhisfatherismarrieditputshimona

disadvantagecomparedtohissiblingsbako

manyalong.IjustwantedtomeetHopehalfway

sinceheboughttheplot.Youhavetoleavebecause

Cjisgrowingnowheisstartingtodemand

expensivetoys...

Rere:Aommasowankobamojaratengyagago

thoughI'mexplainingmysituation?

Ella:I'mnot,I'vebeenwaitingforthecourttohelp

youandtheydid,thatplotisnotmine,itbelongsto

Cj...Plusyousoldmyfurniturewithoutevenasking

me

Rere:Butyousawmeadvertisingthem

Ella:Ididn'tseeyou...AndevenifIsawyou

advertisingiwouldn'thavethoughtyou'dsellmy

furnitureandspendthemoneyonyourself.Rere

kanaihaveachildwhoneedsmythings...Gakea

rataseisedirileng

Rere:Soontshwerekepeloforsomethingidid2

yearsago?

Ella:You'remissingthepoint...



Rere:What'syourpointnemma?Ifitwasn'tforme

youwouldn'tevenhavethisplotinthefirstplace...I

helpedyougetthemoneybackandnowyouwon't

evenhelpmegetonmyfeet?Iwanttheoneroom

notthetwobedroomhouse

Ella:Noidon'twantyoustayingwithtenants

becauseyoutalktoomuch.That'swhyyourtenants

don'tlastbecauseotshwenyabarenti.Pleasetryto

leavebytheendofthemonth.

Rere:You'llcomekickmeoutbecauseihaveno

wheretogo.Mylifewasabouttoimprovebutyou

don'twantmetoprogress...

TheschoolbusdroppedPillaratthegate,Rere

steppedoutandstoodatthestooplookingather

walkingover...

Rere:Pillarishere,bye

Ella:WhenareyougoingtoletPillarvisitherfather?

Howlongwillyoudothis?LasttimeHopebought



ticketsforthechildrenandyouchangedyourmind...

Lemalobakeutuleabuagorehewantsthechildren

tovisit

Rere:ItoldhopetosendmemoneytopreparePillar

buthewon'tevensendP500kereng?I'mnotrich

likeyou.

Ella:Youneedmoneytoprepareachildforaflight?

Whatdoyoudowiththe2Kwamonthly?

Rere:AndhesaysifPillargoesthereI'llhavetogive

himthe2kheissending...Whatkindofparentingis

that?Rainwon'tshinewithmydaughter...Wives

likepretendingthey'regoodandthentheyturnyour

childagainstyou.

Ella:Thebabyiscrying,letmebreastfeed.

Rere:ThemmamphaP500soicanfixmycar?It

hasbeenunderthetreefortoolong.I'mafraid

thieveswillstarttakingitstyres...I'msostressed

thelasttenantmovedwithouttellingmeshesays

thesheebeenistoonoisy.

Ella:Idon'thavemoney...Didyoucalltheladyitold

youtocallaboutbeingashopassistant?



Rere:Nnakanakarewaretirohelasente,soyou

wantmetobe"Ankagothusa?"ontshoteleengne

mma

Ella:Workinginafurnitureshopisbetterthan

askingformoneyeveryday.

Rere:Kegotapileelegore?Ellaiaskedyoufor

moneytwicennakaandalreadykegolapisitse.This

sisterhoodisonesided.I'ddoanythingforyoubut

wenawalapa.Gosiame

ShehungupandwalkedbackinthehouseasPillar

walkedinwithouthersweater...

Rere:whereisyoursweater?

Pillar:Idon'tknow

Rere:OtaanyelakanaPillar...Kegorekelajesiga

kae?Yourfatherdoesn'tevensendyouenough

moneyandyou'relosingyourclothes?Ketago

nyedisa

Pillar:Lennaketagoinyedisetsa,nxla!



Rere:(turnedaroundandslappedher)Ska

nthogakakemmago

Pillarpunchedherbackandbitherthigh,Reresat

onthebedandslappedherontheheadbutPillar

wouldn'tletgososhepunchedher,Pillarletgoand

archedherbackinpaincryingloudly..

Rere:Ketagonyedisa,ontwaetswakengyourshit!

{I'llbeattheshitoutofyou,whodoyouthinkyou're

pieceofshit}

Pillar:(crying)Lewenayourshit!Masepaago!

{you'reapieceofshittoo,yourpoop}

Rere:KetaonyedisaPillarselokewenao

lathilwengkerrago!{I'llbeattheshitoutofyou

Pillar,that'swhyyourfatherabandonedyou!}

Pillar:Heisgoingtoputmeinaplanetomorrow

becausehesaidwhenschoolscloseheistaking

metoLondon

Rere:You'renotgoing,heliedtoyou!Hedidn'tsend



themoney!

Pillarangrilypickedthebucketofurineand

splashedonhermother,Rereslappedherandshe

fellonthewetfloorcrying,shegotupandreached

fortheknifeonthetableandstabbedRere'sonthe

foot,Reregrabbedtheknifefromherandslapped

heragainthenshepickedherbythecollarand

threwheronthebed.Shegrabbedthephone

chargerandwhippedher...

Rere:YouwantmetoshowyouI'molderthanyou?

Uh?Uh?Youhavenomannerswhatsoever!

Pillarjustlaidonthebedstaringatherwithouteven

flinchingevenashermotherwhippedherlegsand

thighsharder.Theonlywayshecouldhurtherback

wasnottogiveherthesatisfactionofknowing

thosewhipshurtandafterknowingshewasn't

goingtoseeUKorgetinaplaneforthefirsttime

nothingwasmorepainfulthanthat...



Pillar:(tearfully)Iwon'tcry....Youcan'thurtme...

You'renothurtingme.

Rere:Opooakere?Wewillsee..

Rerewhippedherwiththechargeroverandoveras

herlittlethighsbruisedwithmarksbutPillarjust

laidonherbacklookingathermother....

Rerebeatheruntilherarmgottiredthenshe

pausedandcaughtherbreaththrowingthecharger

away.

Rere:Talktomelikethatagainandyou'llsee...

Pillarangrilylookedatherasherlipstrembled,

tearsfilledhereyesandknowingherfatherhadlied

tohertoofilledherwithsomuchangershe

screamedatthetopofhervoiceandburstinto



tears...

Rere:Neoreoitiratshipiakere..

RereturnedaroundandbeguncleaningwhilePillar

criedsittingonthebed....

Pillar:Otaanyelamasepaagoyourshit!

Rere:Hedoesn'twantyou,hedidn'tsendmoney!

Pillarbrokedowncryingandthrewherselfonthe

bedkickingandslappingherselfontheface,she

putherhandinhermouthandbitherselfharder

withamuffledcryastearsrolleddownherreddish

swolleneyes...

Rere:Otaipona...{suityourself}



RerebegunmopingthefloorwhilePillarcried

loudlywithhermouthopen...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtCj'sHouse...

LateronPillarfinishedeatingandsteppedoutof

thehouseinherpantieswhileRerewasdoing

laundry,shewalkedtowardsthegateandjoinedthe

neighbourhoodchildrenplayingonthesandroad

betweentheyards...



Rere:(shouted)Don'tplayuntilutgetsdark!

Pillar'splaymatessmiledassheapproached..

Child:(inSetswana)Pillarcomehere....Good

morningisDumelaaright?

Child2:(inSetswana)No,itsnot...Inthemorning

yousaywakeup

Pillar:(inSetswana)Inthemorningyougreetby

sayinggoodmorning,hellocanbesaidanytime...

Wakeupistsoga.

Child:Let'sgocheckonCandy,

The6yearoldswalkedpast5homesinpassages

andfinallyarrivedwheretheybegunplayingand

wenttofindyetanotherfriend,onthewayPillar

pickedP2onthesandandthegroupnowheadedto

thetuckshop...



MeanwhilebackinthehouseRerefinishedbathing

andlaidonthebedchattingwithafewguyson

facebook,Hope'svideocallcamethrough...

Rere:Hello?

Hope:Hi,canitalktoPillar?

Rere:Sheisplaying

Hope:Mmitse,whyisitthateverytimeI'mcalling

sheisoutplayingevenatnight.Ngwanatoo

turnang6otshamekelajangoutsidetheyard?

Rere:SoI'msupposedtokeepheraprisoner?Do

youknowthatgolomogagogagonamaitseoandi

onlybreathwhensheisoutplaying?

Hope:(sighedcalmly)Rereireallyidon'twanttodo,

I'mtiredoffightingyou...Callingyoutakesstrength

lesagontshokodisakangwanake.Itsenoughthat

youdon'twanthertovisitmewhycan'titalktoher?

SheisexpectingmycallbecauseitoldherI'llget

herthisholidaysrightafteryoupromisedmenext



timeI'llgether.CjhasvisitedUKeveryschool

holidayandit'snotfairforPillar.

Rere:I'mjustprotectingmychild...WhatifRain

revengeswithher.

Hope:Rainisnothinglikeyou,I'vetoldmorethan

oncetogetridofRain'snamefromyourmouth.

Rere:Calllater

Hope:Canyoujustgooutsideandcallher?It's

alreadylate...Sheshouldbehomebathingand

doinghomework,that'swhysheisfailing.

Rere:Wow,blamemethepresentparentwhois

actuallydoingsomethingforher.

Hope:(sighed)Themmakeagokopammitse...I

don'twanttofight.Itsbeenaweekomphadi

excusesastowhyican'ttalktoher.

Shewalkedoutsideandstoodatthegateshouting..

Rere:PILARAAAAA!(turnedtotheothersideand



shouted)LARAAAAA...

Shewalkedtowardsthepassagelookinginthe

homesaroundinhopesofseeingagroupof

childrenbuttherewasnoone...

Hope:Rerethemmaidon'tlikeachildwhoplays

outsidetheyard...Whyngwanakeatalamalwapa,

andsheisgirl...Doyouknowthatsomemen

pedophiles?

Rere:Weusedtoplayaroundtheneighbourhood

nobodydidthattous...Whywouldyouthinklike

thataboutyourdaughter?Wenaobonamosadi

mogoPilara?

Hope:SometimesIfeellikeyoulostyoursanity

withyourjob...Idon'twantmydaughter

disappearingforsolongwhenyoudon'tknow

wheresheis.Bonagoreommatamomalwapeng.

Rere:I'msuresheisjustaround,(walkingback)She

willcomehome,sheusuallycomeshomearound7



or8.Sheisplayingsomewhere.Bye

ShecutHope'scallandwalkedbacktothehouse....

Atthetuckshop...

MeanwhileVictorsloweddownforagroupof

childrenwhowerebarefootedwithdustyfeetand

halfdressed.Astheycrossedhethoughthe

recognisedHope'sdaughter...Butthenno,it

couldn'tbeher...Notinthatcondition.Thelittlegirl

droppedthecoinandbentdownpickingitonthe

middleoftheroad,whensheturnedlookingoutfor

carsheknewthatwasHope'sdaughter!

Thelittlegirljoinedthegroupandrantothe

tuckshopwhereshestretchedherfeetpeekingin

thetuckshoptobuywhiletwomenstoodbybuying

cigarettes.



Victorpulledonthesideoftheroadandwaitedfor

thechildrenthenhenoticedtheothermanspanking

Pillar'sbutt.Pillarputupherhandandgotthe

sweetsfromtheladysellingsweets..

Her:Letmegogetyourmatches...

Themanturnedaroundlookingatthegirls...

Him:Ihavealotofsweetsatmyhouse..Canyou

comewithme?

Girl:Howfarisit?

Him:Justaroundthatbush...Youandyou(pointing

atPillar)Therestcanwait...Ijustwanttogowith

thebeautifuloneswholookfit..

Pillar:Ok...

Victorfrownedsittinginthecar,hestillwasn'tsure

whatthismanwassayingbutPillarandtheother



girlcrossedtheroadwithhimwhiletheother

childrenwaitedplaying.Hesteppedoutofthecar

andcrossedtheroadaswell...

Victor:Sorry!?Brazen!

Themanturnedaroundandlookedathim...

Victor:Whereareyoutakingthem?

Him:Home,they'remynieces.Theybeenplaying

outherefortoolong

Victor:HowdoyourelatewithOrefe?

Him:Who?

Victor:Soyoudon'tknowmysister?Don'tyouthink

I'dknowyouifwewererelatives?Thisismyniece

andIwonderifIsawyoutouchingherbuttkana

gakabonasente?



Themanlookedathimforsecondthenheturned

aroundandranoff,hisheartpoundedashelooked

atthemandisappearingintothenearestbush...

Thiswasexactlywhathethoughtitwas,heturned

andlookedatPillar...

Victor:Doyouknowhim?

Pillar:No.Canyoubuyussweets?Weboughtonly

4sweetsbutweare6.

Victortookouthisphoneandclickedonthevideo

recordingher...

Victor:Whatdidyousay?

Pillar:Canyoubuyussweets?KesetseP2andwe

bought4sweetsbutweare6..(smiledholdingher

littlehip)Areyoutakingapictureofus?

Victor:Youhavemarksonyourthighs,what

happened?



Pillar:Mamabeatme

Victor:Whoisyourfather?Doyouknowhisname?

Pillar:HisnameisHopebuthedoesn'tlikeme.He

onlylikeshisfamily.

Victor:Helovesyou..Heismyfriend.

Pillar:(smiled)Really?

Victor:Yeah..I'mCj'sotherdad

Pillar:Ohok..canyoucallmydadforme?

Victor:Sure.

Hestoppedrecordingandsentthevideothrough

WhatsAppthenhewalkedtothecarandgavealthe

childrenarideastheydirectedhimhome.Hetexted

Hope...

Victor:Pleasevideocall.FromPillar.

Hesentandhandedherthephoneasshesatinthe



frontseatwithjustpanties...Hopecalledthen

Victorpicked...

Hopeswallowedandrubbedhishead...

Hope:Whyisshenaked?

Victor:That'snotthescarypart,irecognisedher

crossingtheroad...Inevereventakethisroadto

Ella'shouse...Idon'tknowwhytoday...Sothisguy

touchedherbuttandI'mthinkingnomaybekenna

kedirtyminded...Thisguytoldthemhehassweets

athishousebutthenifollowhimandaskhimke

mang,heliesarekeuncleyabonadoIaskabout

Orefeandhenoticesiknowthechildrenhetook

off...

Hope:(heartskipped)IssheOK?

Victor:Idon'tknow,iguessso...

Pillar:Turnhere...Canitalktodaddy



Victorhandedherthephoneandshesmiledwide

lookingatherfather,Hopequicklymovedthe

cameraawayfromhisfaceandrubbedhiseyes

thenhebroughtitbackandlookedather...

Hope:(smiled)Hi

Pillar:Canyousendmamathemoney?Iwantto

visityou.

Hope:Yourmomwon'tletyou

Pillar:Shesaysyoudon'tgivehermoney...

(tearfully)Giveherthemoney.Iwanttocomethere

andseenicethings.

Hope:Pillarlisten,I'mcomingoverandwhenido

wearegoingtostaytogether,you,me,andyour

sisters.

Pillar:(crying)You'rejustsaying

Hope:I'mnot...Ipromise...StopcryingorelseI'm

notcoming

Pillar:(stoppedcrying)OK



Hope:I'mcomingbacktoMaun...Butdon'ttell

anyoneyet...Wearegoingtostayatthemansion...

Doyourememberthemansion?

Pillarsmiledandnoddedinagreement..

Hope:Giveunclethephone..

Victor:Yeah...

Hope:Ketshogileblind..Idon'tknowwhattosay

Victor:Metoo...WhatifIwasn'tthere?

Hope:Ineedaminute,letmedrinkwater.

Victor:Shap

Hehungup,minuteslaterVictorstoppedatthegate

andtheneighbourhoodchildrensteppedout,Pillar

openedthegatethenhedrovein.Reresteppedout

andheldherhips...



Rere:Goandboilthewaterforbathing...

PillarwalkedinthehousewhileRereapproached

thecar..

Victor:Isawthemattheroad,somemanwastrying

tolurethemintothebushyarea.

Rere:(doubtfully)Amme?

Victor:I'mserious

Rere:(sighed)Thankyou.I'llclosethegate..

Heopenedhismouthtosaysomething,butthenhe

rememberedwhoshewasandhedidn'twantto

ruinhisentireeveningsojustreversedthecarand

droveoutthensheclosedthegate.

AtMike'sHouse...



LaterthatnightMikepickedthephoneandreduced

thevolumewhilehiswifedidheryogaonthemat..

Mike:Hello?

Hope:Dumelang...

Mike:Howareyou?

Hope:(lowvoice)I'mgood...I'mthinkingabout

movingbackbutRainisremaining...Iwillcometalk

toyouwheniarrivenextweek.

Mike:You'rescaringme...What'sgoingon?

Hope:It'snothingscary...Wehaven'tbeenhappy

forawhile...

Mike:Didyouhurtmydaughter?Ithoughtimade

myselfveryclear,waitseHopegaogratefulwaitse...

Thisexplainswhyshehasn'tcometoBotswana

sincesheleftyetyoucomeeveryChristmas

holiday'swiththechildren.

Hope:Actuallyit'stheotherway...Sheischeating

onme,andtheirrelationshipis2yearsold...Idon't

knowwhichAfricancountryheisfrombuthe



movedtoUKandrentedablockawayfromher.I

can'tcopewithallthese...I'vetriedbutI'mfailing,

sometimessheleavesonFridayandcomeson

Sunday...Gonejaanagaayobutitslate.Kennake

lenosi,I'vetriedtomeetthisguybutI'mstillnot

surewhoheis...Ijustknowhestaysablockaway

fromus.Idon'teventhinkiwanttoknowhisface

becauseidon'twanttotraumatisemyself.I'mnot

readyfordivorceeither,I'mnotdivorcingbutiknow

shemightdivorceme...Atleastifallthesehappen

whileI'mclosetoHomeitwon'tbesuchatragedy.

Ngwanakeyomongweleenewasotega...Maybe

it'sbestijustmovebackhomeandtakecareofmy

children.

Mikefrozeindisbelief..

Mike:Rainwouldneverdothat...

Hope:Likeisaid,thereismore...thisisjustatipof

aniceberg...Theotherthingican'tdiscussoverthe

phone.I'llcomeseeyou,pleasedon'tscoldhershe



won'ttalktomeifyoudothat...Atleastallowmeto

comebackthenyoucanconfronther.Therearemo

biggerissueswithherthanthis...It'sveryserious

andit'sthereasonshewon'tcomebackto

Botswanaorevenvisit..I'llcomeseeyou.

Mike:Pleasetellmewhat'sgoingon..Iwon't

surviveaweek

Hope:I'msorry,suchthingscannotbediscussed

overthephone.Butsheishappy...Don'tworry

abouther,Ithinksheisveryhappyandapartofme

isgladsheishappy,I'mjustsadsheishappy

withoutmebecauseI'vereachedthatpointwherei

believeinmarriageandfamily,forgivenessandall

butthis...(sighed)I'llcomeseeyou....Ipromiseke

tatakoorennakegobolelelaeverything.Ihope

you'llhaveagoodnight.Bye

Mike:Bye

Hopehungupthenheputthephonedownand

sighedwhilehiswifepausedheryogaandlooked

athimconfused...



AWEEKLATER....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtVictor'sHouse....

InthemorningVictorstoodbywithhiscollarupas

heputonhistiewhilehiswifelaidonherside

breastfeedingtheirdaughter...



Victor:I'mgoingtotheairportlaterthismorningto

pickHopeandthechildren,heismovingbackto

Maun.

Ella:Uhu...Diotsaleng?

Victor:Wetalkedlastweek

Ella:Whathappened?IseverythingOK?

Victor:Yeah,heisfine..

Ella:(doubtfully)Really?

Victor:Yeah,heisgood...That'swhyiwenttoget

hiskeysfromthecleaningcompany.Thetenants

areout...

Ella:IshecomingwithRain?

Victor:No,heiscomingwiththegirls,sheis

remainingwith-byherself.

Ella:(smiledsuspiciously)Wafosa...Ifeellike

you'rehidingsomething,thismovingseemsrather

toosudden...Hedidn'teventellmeanything.

Victor:Whywouldhetalktoyou?

Ella:Hecouldhavesaidheismovingbackblabla



Victor:(laughed)Otaiponaifyou'rewaitingforan

updatefromhim...

Ella:Gonemmeosiameene?

Victor:Don'ttellanyoneplease...

Ella:(smiledexcitedly)Iwon't...Crossmyheart,

njeladikgangtherra..

Victor:BabeI'mserious...Heismyboy

Ella:Ipromise,iwon'tsayanything.Whowoulditell

anyways?I'mconfinedtothishouse.

Victor:Rainischeatingonhim...Sheisnotjust

cheating-cheatingcausehewasreadytoletit

slide...Everytimehetriestoworkitoutshegoes

backtotheguy,theirlastargumentshebasically

toldhimtoleaveifhewantsbecausewamolapisa

withcomplaintseveryweekend.

Ella:NotRain,wafosa.She'dneverdothat...Iknow

thatwomanandsheisveryquiet.She'dnever,

maybemysisterwoulddothatgivenachancebut

notRain.NkammualeswemmehelaRaingase

motholebannagapeoboi.OtshabaHope



Victor:ShesawHopecryingforherakere,myfather

toldmetoneverletawomanseemecrybecauseif

awomanseesthatyou'llforevercry...Hopeojele

blandarabutiunderstandlaiteakereachedapoint

oflovingwholeheartedlyibileosabateanyother

woman.Hetookvowskamahatha...

Ella:Okarelaiteakeeebecauseyoumethimwhen

hefinallydecidedtoactright.Hewasn'talways

good.

Victor:Iknoweverythingbuttheyforgaveeach

otheranddecidedtogetmarried...Kanathisstarted

withastrangerhittingonHope,hedidflirtwithher

buthetoldherhedoesn'twanttocheatonhiswife

andheblockedtheladybeforesheevenknew.Rain

caughthimjustbeforehecoulddeletetheir

conversationbuthehadblockedher...Rainjust

decidedtocheatfromthere,ifthat'sthecaseshe

marriedhimaikwaennegorehare1kare2..thisis

abouttheirpastanditssadbecauseHopewantsto

workthisoutbutheisnotsureifshewantsthe

marriageanymore.Thereisawholelotmoregoing

onwiththemandtheguyisreallytrying,could



neverbemethough.2yearskesotiwa...

Ella:IjustfindithardtobelieveRainwoulddothat...

Victor:(laughed)I'mlateforwork...

Heleanedoverandkissedherbeforetouchinghis

baby'sfootandwalkedout...

AtCj'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningReresatbesidesthehouse

havingtea,Pillarsteppedoutofthehouserubbing

hereyesandyawning..

Rere:Goodmorning..

Pillar:Goodmorning...

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedtowardsthegate

wheretheneighbourhoodchildrenwereplaying...



Rere:Pilara?Comeback...Youcan'tgooutsidethe

yard,Hopeistellingmeallkindsofnegativethings...

Gakebatetshele.Comeandeat...Andwehaveto

doyourhair...Hopesaysheiscomingsoyou

shouldn'tlooklessthanhowTsaronalook.Those

childrenthinktheycomefirstbutyou'rethefirst

born...Justthatyourfatherdoesn'tlikeyou.

Shewalkedoverandsatdownmakingherselfacup

ofteasittingontheground,shereachedinsidethe

plasticofwarmfatcakesandbeguneatingand

drinkingtea...

Rerebroughtthecombsandawoolthenshebegun

doingPillar'shair...

Rere:Ifyourfatherlovedyouhe'dsendusmoney

forthesaloon,buthedoesn't...NowI'musingwool

yetTsaronaandTsotlhegettohavethebest



hairstyles...EvenCjgetsahaircutatasaloon...But

yourfatherwasfineuntilhemarriedRain...Keep

callinghermama-mamaotaipona...Shecontrols

hismoneyandtellshimnottosendyoumoney.

Rainisnotandwillneverbeyourmotherolesego

bitsastepmotheroremama...SheisRainbecause

sheisnotyourmotheribilesheturnedyourfather

againstyoubecauseyou'rethereasonhedoesn't

wantyou.I'mopeningyoureyesbecauseiknow

sheiscomingandsheisgoingtopretendtolove

youandyou'llbejumpingwantingtospenddays

there...I'mtheonlyfamilyyouhaveandifyoudon't

respectmeyou'llneverbehappy.

PillarflinchedasRereplaitedhertalking....

Attheairport...

LateronHopewalkedoutcarryingayearoldbaby

boywhilepushingtheluggageashischildren

walkedinfrontofhimpushingtheircartooned



luggagebagsandchatting...

CjrecognisedVictorwalkingoverandranoverto

him,Victorpickedhimupandrubbedhisheadboth

ofthemlaughingbeforeputtinghimdownand

pinchingthegirlscheeksgreetingthemthenhe

bumpedshoulderswithHope...

Victor:Heyman

Hope:What'sup

Victor:I'mgood...Youlostweight

Hope:I'llbounceback...

Victor:(tothebaby)HeyJunior...Welcometo

Botswana..Ididn'tknowheiscomingtoo.

ThebabysmiledasHopesmiledlookingathim

admiringly...



Victorgrabbedtheotherbagandtheywalkedout.

OnceinthecarHopetookouthisphoneandputhis

simcardinthenhesubscribedfortheInternetand

checkedhismessages,hehadnomessagesbut

Rainwasonline.Sheprobablyhadn'tgonehome

becauseshewouldhavenoticedtheyweregone..

Hope:Hibabe

Shegotoffline,heclosedhisappandclickedon

facebookthenhechangedhisprofilepicture

puttingapictureofhimselfcarryinghissonand

captioned..."HopeJunior "

FormerUKcolleague:Lovethisboy,missingyou

guysalready.

Hope:Missingyoutoo

Cousin: Youguyshaveason?

Hope:Yeah,wedon'tpostourchildrenonsocial



mediauntilthey'reatleastayearold.

Cousin2: Wayakait'safriend'sson,doesn'tlook

anythinglikeyou...Youreyesandlipsarealways

predominantinallyourchildrenregardlessgoreba

tshotswelemang.

Cousin3:Resalebalethogo...Thisboy'sheadisnot

aChanceMoilwahead

Hope: That'swhyit'simportanttounderstand

genetics,achilddoesn'thavetolooklikehisfather

tobehis.That'swhylelathabana

Cousin3:Iguessyouhaveapointbecausehe

probablygothismother'scomplexionandfeatures.

Otherwisecongrats

Hope:Sure

OldtertiaryFriend:Congratskhaya,otatsamotse

monna.

Hope: Surekhaya

Victorturnedlookingathimandkeptdrivingnot



surewhattosay..

Victor:AreyouOK?

Hope:(smiled)I'mgood..

Victor:WhydidshemakeyoucomewithJunior?

Hope:Shedidn'tmakeme...Heismyson.

Victor:YeahbutwassheOKwithyoumovinghere

withhimoryouleftaseo?

Hope:Shehasbeenbusythewholeweekandshe

doesn'twanttositdownandtalk,whenwasigoing

tohavetimetotellherI'mmovingbackhere.I

wasn'tgoingtoleavehimaloneinthehousejust

becauseheis-(sighed)Whatdoyousuggesti

shouldhavedone?Nnakanangwanasetseke

bondileleene...

Victor:Butitmusthurt...Beopenwithme

Hopeturnedlookedoutsidethewindowasthecar

moved..



Victor:Youdon'thavetodothis...

Hope:(smiledwithdrylips)Lovewillturnyouinto

anidiot...Gasegoregakeiponebohema.Kea

bona...IlookatmyselfonthemirrorandI'm

trappedinthisbecauseikeephopingandidon't

wanttogiveupjustbeforeshecansnapoutof

whateverisgoinginherhead.Shelovesme...She

justdoesn'tknowityet...Sheiscaughtupinher

world...

Victor:Gaosuicidalakere?

Hope:No,ihavewaytoomanychildrendepending

onmeformetothinkaboutsomethinglikethat...

Victor:Ok...

Minuteslaterhestoppedatthegateandtookout

theremotethenheunlockedthegateandthrew

overtohim...

Victor:Thecleaningcompanydidaprettygoodjob...



Hope:Yeah,mymanagerspokehighlyofthem...I

havetointerviewthenanniestomorrow.IhopeI'll

findsomeonelikeourpreviousnanny.

Victor:You'llfindagoodone...

Theysteppedoutofthecar,Tsaronagotoutand

struggledtryingtogetherlittlebrotheroutofthe

car.Hopegotthebabyandclosedthedoor...

Hope:Goinsideandpickaroom,wearegoingto

buycurtainsandotherthings

All:Ok!

Allthreechildrenraninsidethehugelivingroom

andranupstairs,Hopestoppedattheentrancestill

carryingthebabyandlookedathisfather'shouse,

allhischildhoodmemorieswithhisfatherbegunin

thishouse...



HewalkedinandputdownJunior...

Victor:Oshapoakere?Ohyourmanagersaidyour

carsareinthegarage,hehadthemservicedand

testedyesterday

Hope:Thanksalot

Victor:Sure,shapoletmegobacktowork.Ihavea

flightthisafternoon.

Hope:Sure,haveasafeflight.

Victor:Sure

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighedwalkingaround

ashissonfollowedhimwithbabysteps,heturned

aroundandpickedhimupthenhewalkedupstairs

wherethechildrenwerechattingloudlyand

jumpingonthebeds...

AtMike'sHouse....



LaterthatafternoonHopewalkedincarryinghis

sonasthechildrenraninsideandjumpedontheir

grandfatherasbhegrantedandlaughedtryingto

hugthemall...

Mike:Imissedyou!Lookatyou....Tsaronayou're

sotall!

Tsotlhe:Metoo!

Cj:Andmetoo!

Mike:Yes,allofyouareverytall!

HeturnedlookingatHopeashesatdownwitha

toddlerinhisarms,heputhimdownandthebaby

walkedtowardshimasifhealreadyknewhim.Mike

pickedhimupandputhimonhislap...

Mike:Kewagamang?

Hope:WagaRain...

Mike:Youguyshaveachild?Howcomeyoudidn't



sayanything?Helooksayearold...What'swiththe

secrecy?

Hope:(lookedatthekids)Guysgoplayoutside..

Thechildrenranoutthenhesighedandrubbedhis

headleaningback...

Hope:Heisnotmine...Shedoesn'twanttosaywho

thefatheris..

Mikeleanedbackconfused...

Mike:Youlostme...

Hope:Wehaven'thadsexsincewegotmarried...

Mike:Whynot?

Hope:I'mnotsure,maybeit'smyfault...Ireally

don'tknow,I'mjusttryingtofixmyfamilybutI've

reachedrockbottom...Onourweddingnighta



womangotlostinmyphoneandwetalked,i

complimentedherthatsheisbeautiful,sheasked

formypictureandIsentittoher,shecomplimented

metoobutwhenifeltlikeweweregoingtoofari

explainedtoherthatI'mmarriedandididn'twantto

cheat.IblockedherbutRainsawourmessages,

shehasn'tsaidanythingaboutitandweneverhad

sexafter...IthoughtthingswouldgetbetterinUK...

Totaitriedeverytrickinthebooktogetmywifeto

openherheartformebutshejustdidn'tfeelme.

She'dreceivecallsatnightandwheniaskedshe'd

remindmeofeverythingI'vedonetoherinthe

past...(tearfully)Lennatabekebonagoreihaveno

righttoquestionherbecauseshehasnever

cheatedoratleastbeencaught...Itwasalmostas

ifI'maccusingherofcheatingandshe'dsaythings

likeacheaterwillalwaysaccuseanotherperson.I'd

trytokeepquietbutthismanwouldcallheratnight,

sometimesI'dseethatheboughthergiftsand

she'dcancelhisnameonthecard...Weargued

abouttheflowershegotherandallalongithought

itwasawhiteguybutI'dlateronfindoutheis

actuallyblackthoughI'mnotsurewhichcountryhe



isfromorifheisablackpersonborngoneko

England.Iletmonthspasswithoutaskingforsex

becauseiknewshewasangrybutthenshemoved

totheguestroom...Ilaterfoundoutshemoved

becauseshewaspregnant.Iaskedherandshe

admittedtocheat,sheaskedforforgivenessandi

forgaveher...Ithoughtitwastheendofeverything

butshestillwouldn'thavesexwithmebutnneka

bayabotsetsihelabecausesheismywifeand...I

don'tknow...Iguessiwashopingshe'djustgo

backtoheroldselfbutshestillwouldn'thavesex

withme...Ithoughtwhenthebabyissixmonths

she'dletmeinbutshewouldn't.Insteadshecarried

onseeingthisguywhoibelieveisthefather

becausesometimesshe'dsleepoutwithJuniornna

kesetsewithourgirls.Iaskedherwhothisguyis

sherefusedtotellme...Totagagomonate...Sheis

therebutforthekidsandnotme...Iaskedherifshe

perhapswantsadivorceshesaidnobutshesaysif

iwantitshewon'ttroubleme.Yesterdaysheleftin

themorningforworkandsentamessagethatshe'd

beworkinglotintheoffice...That'susuallyherway

oflettingmeknowshewillbesleepingout.Iguess



shehasn'tevennoticedthatileft...

Mike:Haveyoutoldyourparents?Weshouldbe

talkingtohersinceyoudon'twantadivorce..

Hopelookeddownforaminuteandshiftedhiseyes

toMike...

Hope:Nobodyknowswhat'sgoingon...Noteven

myuncleKatlo.Idon'twantmyfamilytoknow

becauseidon'twantthemtohateherthewayyou

hateme...IknowI'veforgivenherbutiknowthey

won't.It'snotagoodfeelingtoknowthatyourin

lawshateyouandidon'twanthertogothrough

that...Ijustwanttopickupwhereweleftofflike

nothinghappened...Idon'twantanyoneknowinghe

isnotminebecause..

AtearrandownhischeekandhepulledhisTshirt

overhisface...



Hope:(spokewithhisfaceinsidehisTshirt)I've

convincedmyselfheismineandIlovehimbecause

heishers.Ijustdon'tknowifshewillcomebackor

thisistheendofourmarriage...

Hebrokedowncrying,Mikestoodupandsatnext

tohimthenhepulledhimoverandhuggedhim

tearfully..

Mike:Idon'thateyouHope,ijustdidn'ttrustyou...I

don'thateyou...Andyouneedhelp...Ican'tdothis

alonewithoutyourparents.Sheismydaughteryes

andidon'twantpeopleknowingthisbuthowdoi

makeyoukeepsomethinglikethis?Whatifyouend

upkillingyourselfabegotwennalengwanakenere

gologetsesegwenegwene?

Hopeleanedbackandwipedhistears.Hestoodup

andwalkedtothekitchenwherehedrunkwaterand

stoodbythekitchendoorfoldinghisarmslooking

atMike...



Hope:I'mfine....Ihavealottolivefor...Ijustneed

youtoaskhertomovebacktoMaunsowecantry

tomoveawayfromthisguyandfixourfamily

becauseheisdistractingherandican'tgetthrough

toherwhileheisthere.That'sallineed...I'lltakeit

fromthere...Idon'twantanyonenamecallingheror

throwingstonesanditwillonlyhappenifyoudon't

tellanyoneandjusthelpmeconvincehertomove

back.I'vetalkedtoherpreviousemployerand

explainedmyself...They'rereadytotakeherback..

Pleasetalktoher...That'sallI'maskingyou..And

don'tshoutatheror...(swallowed)Beniceandtry

tounderstandherbutasktocomebackto

Botswanaretegobaakanyadiloregodisebana..

Miketookadeepbreathlookinginhisreddisheyes,

thepaininhisvoiceandthehopelesslookonhis

faceshutteredhim..

Hope:Please...That'sallthehelpineed.Weboth



knoweverythingismyfaultandI'mnotgoingtosit

hereandblameher..(tearsblurredhiseyes)She

justneedstostayawayfromhimsoshecanthink

clearly.Onecallisallineed...Notforyoutocallmy

familyandpaintherbad...Youknowhowpeople

arewiththesekindsofthings.KediretseRain

diphosotsedihetangtseandsheforgaveme,i

understandwhat'sgoingonwithher...Iknowhow

shefeelsaboutmeandhim.Heisdoingeverything

rightinhereyesandmeconstantlycomplaining

abouthimcallingmakesmeboring,maybesheno

longerlovesmeatallbutI'llneverknowforsureif

heisaroundus.Iwanttoknowifshestillwants

thisbeforeigiveupbecauseiknowiwillneverlove

anyonethewayiloveher.I'vegrownpastlustand

emotionlesssex...That'swhykepalelwakego

robalalebasadibabangweeveniftheytry.Iwant

tohavesexthatcomeswithemotionalconnection

anditswithher.Sheismyhappinessandshe

deservesbetter.Iwanttodobetterbuthewon't

givemeachance.Itsnotfairbecauseheisnewin

theequationandI'msurethey'rehavingawesome

sexbobakgonanggontirelangwanabutit'sstill



fine.

Hewipedhiseyesandrubbedhishandstogether...

Juniorwalkedovertohimwithlittlebabystepsthen

hepickedhimupandputhimonhischest,Junior

reachedoverandwipedhisfather'seye.Hope

rubbedhiseyesandtookadeepbreathpulling

himselftogether...

Hope:Otaaletsa?

Mikelookeddownthoughtfullyandswallowed,of

coursehewasgoingtocallbuthesowantedto

giveherapieceofhisminded...Butthenhowdo

yousaynotosomeoneinHope'sconditionordo

theoppositeofwhatheisasking.

Mike:(grabbedthephone)OK...I'llcallanddoas

youasked.

Hope:Putheronloudspeaker...Wenevertalksoi



don'tknowwhatherthoughtsare.

Mikeputthecallonloudspeakerandtheywaitedas

itrang...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtMike'sHouse....

Rain:Hello?

Mike:Howareyou?



Rain:I'mgood..I'vebeenmeaningtocallyoubuti

hadabusydayweek.

Mike:Ok,howisyourfamily?HowisHopeandthe

children?

Rain:They'refine,they'redoinggood...

Mike:CanitalktoHope?

Rain:I'mnothomerightnow,I'mhavinglunchwith

acoworkerthenI'mheadinghome.Oryoucancall

himonhisphone.

Mike:I'mwithHopeandthechildren...Includingthe

secretchildnobodyknowsabout.

Therewassilence...

Mike:Rain?

Rain:Rra

Mike:OetseUKgontshotangwanaka?

Rain:Nnyaa



Mike:Youcan'tsayno,I'mwithHopeandI'mnot

happyabouteverythingyoubeendoingthere.How

isitpossiblethatyoudon'tknowyourhusbandis

gonebecauseUKleMaungasehammolongha?

Mywifewouldn'tleaveforGaboronewithoutme

noticingbecauseit'salotofhours...Meaningyou

lefthomeyesterdayanduptonowyouhaven'tgone

homemmeotogetsemonnalebana,gothele

ngwanawabobeletewamommelegisa,buti

rememberverywellHopefightingwitheverythingin

hispowertoavoidyoulivingwithanyotherchild

exceptyourswenagompienoodirajaana?O

thapelesegamaswejangngwanawagaAlicia?He

doesn'twanttocallafamilymeetingbutthis

deservesexactlythatbecausethelastthingiwant

isforHopetokillyouorkillhimself.

Rain:Gatwekillme,forwhat?Ididn'tkillhimwhen

hewascheating.NowImakeonemistakeandit'sa

familymeeting?Heshouldbethankfulibrought

onechildhomebecausehebroughttwo.

Mike:Youwerenotmarried...Andyouchoseto

forgivehim.



Rain:PapaifHopeistiredlethimdowhathe

wants...lethimdivorcennaibileheboresme.Nna

totaidon'tcarewhathedoes.

Mike:Rainwee?you'reonloudspeaker..

TherewassilenceasHopelickedhislipsand

sighedclenchinghisjaws...

Rain:(calmly)Canitalktohim?

Mike:Iwanttotalktoyouafter.Othabologamaswe

mothokewena,haneHopeadupeletsegorewago

robalalemakwerekwerekooasekaagoisa

mahatsheng.

HehandedHopethephone,Hopeputthebaby

downandwalkedoutsideswitchingloudspeaker

off..

Hope:(clearedhisthroat)Hello?



Rain:Hi,pleasetakemeoffloudspeaker.Whyle

mpayamoloudspeakerkante?Lentopamaaka

Hope:You'reoffloudspeakermylove,andI'm

outside...

Hewalkedtothesideofthehouseandleaned

againstthewallthenhebenthiskneewithhissole

onthewallasherubbedhishead.Asmuchashe

pretendedhedidn'tthat"lethimdivorce,hebores

me"ithurtmoreknowingitwasbeinghonestand

nottryingtohurthim,shedidn'tevenknowhecould

hearher...Howhereachedhisleveloflovinghe

didn'tknow...Butitwasapainhecouldn'teven

explain.

Hope:(calmly)Soyou'renothomeyet?

Rain:No,ihadaveryhecticdaybutiwasheading

therenow...whydidyouleave?

Hope:I'mhavingahardtime...I'vebeentryingto

talktoyouforaweekbutyou'rebusyandwhenyou



comehomeyoujustsleep.

Rain:SoyoutoldthewholeofMaunourbusiness?

Hope:Ididn'ttellanyoneanything,justyourfather

anditoldhimidon'twantafamilymeeting.

Rain:Thenyoushouldn'thavetoldhimanything

becausehewillcallyourfamily,you'renowacting

likeachild.I'mdisappointedinyou.

Hope:Ididn'tthinkthatfar,I'msorry.

Rain:Canyoujustgetthekidsandcomeback?

Hope:I'mnotcomingthere...Londonisnotfunfor

me.

Rain:I'msorryaboutwhatisaid-aboutyoucheating

andboringme,iguessiwasjustangryyoupainted

mebadbutiunderstandyouneededsomeoneto

talkto...iknowitsoundslikeihaven'tforgivenyou

butihave.

Hope:It'sOK....Wejusthavetotryandfixthis

beforeitgetsoutofhand...Wecanonlydothatif

youcomebackhere.

Rain:Ilikemyjobhereandimakealotofmoney...



Lookatallthethingswemanagedtoachieveinjust

2years.Wedidn'teventouchoursavings...

Hope:ButI'mnothappythere

Rain:I'lldobetter...IknowI'mtheproblem.Please

comeback...I'llspendmoretimewithyouandthe

children,wecouldgoforthatcounsellingyoubeen

askingmefor...I'llgiveyougoodsextoo...

Hopetookadeepbreathtemptedbutthethoughtof

knowingthisguywassomewhereclosertotheir

apartmentjustmadeitmoredepressing.Worsehe

didn'tknowhisfaceandhavingtosuspectevery

blackmenintheirstreetmadeitworse...

Hope:Ican't...

Rain:Lennammeican'tcometherebecauseilike

ithere.ButI'llneedJuniorback

Hope:Ok,youcancomegethim.

Rain:Iamnotcomingthere,waabonagorewhyre

tshwanetsetodiscussthings?Sohowishegoing



togetherebecausehecan'tflyfromtheretohere

onhisown?

Hope:Maybeifyouhadgivenmemoreattentioni

wouldhavesaidsomething.

Rain:Don'ttrytoturnthisaroundHope,Junioris

notyoursonandyoucannotjustkidnaphim...Just

becauseyou'reregisteredhashisfatherdoesn't

meanyoucandoasyouwishkaene.

Hope:Idon'trecogniseyouanymore...Nowiknow

forsureyoudon'tloveme,icanfeelit...I'mpraying

istoplovingyoutoosowecanendthislikeadults.I

knowyou'refinewithanything,divorceorthis

arrangementofyougoinginandoutasyouplease,

I'mtheonlyonefightingforthis.IprayI'llstop

hoping....IfonlyIcanstopbeingsoafraidtoletyou

go...Ifonlyicoulddothat...Bye.

HewalkedtothehousewhileRainwastalkingon

thephone,hecouldtellshewasgoingonandon

buthedidn'twanttohurtanymorethanthewords

hegot.Hehandedherfatherthephone..



Mike:(tothephone)Hello?

Hope:I'mgoing

Mike:Ihaven'ttalkedtoheryet.

Hope:Sheisgoingtosayno,butthankyou.Go

siame..

Hepickedhissonandwalkedoutthenhegotinthe

carandcalledtherestofthechildren,theygotin

thecarthenhedroveoff.

MeanwhileMikestoodbythewindowlookingat

himdriveoffandwalkedtothekitchentodrink

waterashetalkedtothephone..

Mike:Iamsoheartbrokenbyyouractions.Ifyou

didn'twanttoforgiveHopeyoucouldhavejust

walkedawayandfoundyourselfsomeonebetter.

Youthinkthatmanwillrespectyouknowinghe



cheatedwithyoufor2fullyears?

Rain:IhaveforgivenHopepapa...Imarriedhim

becauseilovehimbutafterourfirstnightijust

realisedthatmaybehewillneverchangeandifyou

can'tbeatthemjointhem.Icheatedwithintentions

ofjustwantingtounderstandwhypeoplecheat...I

wantedtofeelhowitfeltandunfortunatelyigot

attachedandlikedthemaniwascheatingwith,ifell

inloveandsuddenlyHopeturnedmeoff...Ididn't

planthatchild...Isweariwasn'ttryingtorevenge

buteverytimehetriestocomplainaboutsomething

heannoysmebecauseI'vetoleratedworsefrom

him.

Mike:I'lltellyouwhatitoldhimonce...lovelikethis

onlycomesonce,ifyoureplaceitwithhateyou'll

neverfullyhaveitnorfinditwithanyoneelse.Very

fewmenwillacceptachildlikeJuniorand1ina

millionwillagreetoevenraisehimastheirsatthe

sametimeprotectingyoufromhisfamilyandthe

society...Hopeisdoingtheunthinkableforyoubut

you'retoocaughtupinyourworldtoseeit.Heis

whatyouwanted...Stopdestroyinghim...It's



enough,ifitwasmeanttobealessonhehaslearnt

it...Ifyoukeepgoingyou'llkillthelovehehasfor

you.You'llbreakhimsobadhewillbeafraidtobe

withyouandhe'drathertryanotherrelationship

withanotherperson...Thequestioniswouldyoube

atpeacewhenHopefinallygivesupandfinds

someonewhowillmendhisbrokenheart?

Rain:No..

Mike:You'llturnintoyourmother...Seethewoman

sheisnow?It'sbecauseshehadtoomuchpride...

ShehatesHopebecauseofhisfather...She

claimednottohateHope'smotherbutshehated

herbecausethatwomanfoundHope'sfatherin

needandbecamehisangelsavour...Afterleaving

herheneverlookedback...That'samanforyou.

Whenwecryandpursueyouwegoalloutbutifone

womanmanagestosaveusfromourmiserywe

holdontoherlikenobodyexists.Theworstthing

aboutusmenisthatweloveeasily...Don'tletgoof

Hopeunlessyouknowyou'llbehappyforhimifhe

moveson.Otherwiseyou'llbeconsumedby

jealousyyou'llhangyourself...Iknowyoulovehim...



Comefixyourfamily...Familyiseverything...Ifit

wasn'tHopeofallpeoplewouldn'tbecryingforyou

becausehehasallthemoneyintheworld...Months

backhewassupplyingthegovernmenthospitals

withmedicines...Thattenderwasworthmillions...

Ifmoneywaseverythinghe'dbethehappiestman

onearth,butheisnotbecausehisloveissleeping

withanotherman.Thatjobisnotworthitifit

comesbetweenyouandyourfamily,hejusttoldme

yourformeremployerwillbehappytohaveyou.

Rain:I'llthinkaboutit.

Mike:WhoisJunior'sfather?

Rain:Justsomeguypapa

Mike:DoesheknowHope?

Rain:Hedidn'tknowiwasmarriedatfirstbecausei

didn'thaveplansofstayingforlongbuthefound

outrightafterifellpregnantbecauseheproposed

andItoldhimI'mmarried....Andiwasn'tsureifI'm

readytoleaveHope.Ijustaskedhimtorespect

HopeandgivemetimetothinkbecauseI'mnot

surewhoilovemore.



Mike:Whatdidhesay?

Rain:Hewasangrythatiturnedhimintoahome

wrecker,heisveryniceandhewantedhissonbut

healsounderstandsthatI'mmarried.Ifidecideto

bewithHopeI'lljustmoveherewithouttellinghim

anythingsoitdoesn'tbreakhim,orifI'mtobewith

himI'llcomegetJuniorbecausehisfatherloves

him.Heisanonlyson,theoldersisterlovesJunior

too...

Mike:Ican'tbelieveAlicia'sbehaviourrubbedon

you...Pleasefixyourlife...Getcounselling.Bothof

you...AndrespectHope.Stopremindinghimofhis

past.Wouldyoubehappyifheclaimstoforgive

youandthenmakeyoupayforallthese?Hopecan

hurtyoureallybadtooifhewants,thiscanbea

neverendingcircle..

Rain:Iknow...Iunderstand..

Mike:I'mdonetalkingtoyou.I'mverydisappointed.

Istillcan'tbelievethethingsiheardyoudid.

Hehungupandsighedindisbelief....



AtCj'sHouse...

LateronTsaronaopenedthegatethenherfather

drovethroughthegateandparkedinthemiddleof

theyard.

Pillarsteppedoutandscreamedwithherhands

overhermouth,shejumpedshakingand

rememberedherfatherhateditwhenshewas

undressedsosheranbackinthehouseandthrew

outclothesfromthebasketlookingforsomething

shecouldputon.Shecouldn'tevenspeakshejust

shookexcitedlyscreamingandfoundaonesie,she

putitonandranoutbarefootedasherfather

walkedover.

Shejumpedrightintohisarmssmilingandbust

intotearscryingoutloud.Hopepulledhertohis

chestandhuggedhertightly.ShesawTsarona



walkingoverfromthegateandslippeddown

runningtowardsherasTsaronaexcitedlyranover,

theyhuggedthensheturnedlookingatCjand

Tsotlhe,shehuggedthem...

Tsarona:Comeseeourbrother...Hisnameis

Junior..

Pillarrubbedhereyesexcitedlyastheyallgotinthe

carandstaredatJuniorasleeponthecarseat.

Pillartookhimoutofthecarseatandputhimon

herlapgentlyrockinghimandkissedhischeeks...

Pillar:Doeshecryalot?

Tsarona:Nope

Pillar:Heiscute...ilovehim..Givemeabottleiwant

tofeedhim...

Tsaronagaveherthebottleandshefedhimbuthe



spatthetitstillasleepwhilePillargaveherlotsof

kisses...

Pillar:Canyouaskdaddytotakemewithyou?

Tsarona:Youknowyourmomdoesn'tallowdaddy

totakeyouthat'swhyyou'reneverwithus

Pillar:Iknow...

Cj:Youshouldfindoutwhereweliveandrunaway...

Mymomlet'smevisitanytimeiwant.

MeanwhileHopetookadeepbreathwithhishands

inthetable,witheverythinggoingonhedidn'thave

theenergytoarguebackandforthwithOrefeabout

gettinghisdaughterforholidays.

Orefewrappedherselfwithatowelasshestepped

outtuckingit.

Hope:Hi...



Rere:Hi...You'velostweight

Hope:Yeah,beenstressedoutaboutworklately

Rere:Youwonatenderworthmillionsjustmonths

ago...

Hope:(laughed)Ididn'tsayidon'thavemoney,i

saidworkstressesmeout.

Rere:Ok...(lookedatthecar)WhereisRa-Mrs

Moilwa?

Hope:ShestillinUK,shecouldn'tgetleave.Cani

havePillar?

Rere:Sure...

Hope:(surprised)Thanks...Givemeherbag

Rerewalkedbackinthehouseandcameoutwitha

plastic,Hopefrownedandlookedinsidelookingat

oldwornoutclothes..

Hope:Pillarhadalotofclothes...Pluswhenwinter

startedisentanextra3Kforwarmclothes..



Rere:Wehadissuesandsoldherclotheson

facebook,whenyousentmoneyfordiaparotsa

marigawehadafewexpensesinthehouseiused

themoneyforotherthings.

Hope:Youhad5Kfrommethatmonthandyou

couldn'tbuymydaughteranydecentclothes?Why

areyoutryingsohardtokickyourdaughterout?

Can'tyouseeI'mtryingbyallmeansnottogether?

IwassoheartbrokenwhenIsawthemarksonher

body...Herwalkingaroundtheneighbourhood

naked...Doyouknowthaticangetherifiwant?

Whycan'tyouappreciatemyeffortsofnotwanting

tobreakthebondyouhavewithyourdaughter?Do

youwanthertogrowuplikeyouandyourmother?

Rere:No...

Hope:Comehere...

Hewalkedinthehouseandlookedaroundfora

chairbutdidn'thaveonesohesatonthebed.



Hope:(tappedthebed)Sitnexttome...

Shesatdownandsighedasheleanedoverand

restedhischinoverhisfists..Hethoughtaboutit

foramomentandsighedleaningback....

Hope:Iremembereverythingthathappenedtome

wheniwas6,soPillarknowswhat'sgoingon...

You'regoingtomakeherhateyou...Idon'tthinkyou

knowhowmuchyou'vechanged...Ican'trecognise

youanymore.Ihavenoideawhyyouwon'tget

counsellingbecauseicanseeyou'rehidingstress

underneaththatangerwhichyou'retakingouton

mydaughter.Ialsoknowthatit'snotlikeyoudon't

wantmeandPillartohavearelationship...Sheis

youronlysourceofmoney.Amonthawayfromyou

meansnogrocery...Iwouldn'tmindhelpingyouget

onyourfeetbutyourproblemisthatyoualways

punishmefordoinggood.Youeithermisinterpret

orembarrassmeinpublicmmekanangwanawa

ronakeeneasafarangnotus...Seehowshelooks



belowhersiblings?Onalemanga...I'mnotvery

lightincomplexionbutidon'tmakedarkbabies

becauseI'mnotthatdarkmyself...Gaomontsho

Rere...Pillarisactuallythelightestofmychildren,

herandCJbecausewenaleEllalebasweusoit

doesn'tmakesenseforPillartobeevendarkerthan

TsaronaandTsotlhe...Ngwanakeodipadiandits

goingtoembarrassherwhensheisateenager

tryingtohaveaboyfriend.Boysaregoingtothink

sheisafighter...Iknowthisbecauseiwasoncea

teenageboy.

Orefetookadeepbreathandsighedastearsfilled

hereyes...

Orefe:Nnagonekesantsekelebitter...Iamso

jealousofRain,shehaseverythingI'veeverdreamt

ofandknowingihaditandwalkedawayfromit

hurtsmemorethananything.Iamangryatmyself...

Ifeelifailedmyselfwitheverydecisionimade,

leavingmyjob,you..



Hope:IamnotworthruiningyourwholelifeRere....

I'mnot.

Orefe:Ormaybeitsbecausemylifeisstagnantbut

igetyourpoint...Iamafraidtolethergoforlong

becauseshesharesherfoodandmoneywithme.

Hope:CanihireyouatthepharmacyinShakawe?

You'llstartasamanagerbutyou'llgoona2weeks

workshoptotrainforit,it'sanewbranch..Ireally

needyoutorespectmyemployeesand-

Sheleanedoverandhuggedhimthenshequickly

rememberedhisprinciplesaboutmarriageand

leanedback.

Rere:Sorry...

Hope:It'sOK...I'llbestayingwithPillar..

Rere:(smiled)Idon'tmind...

Hope:Yeah...butyouhavetogoforcounsellingto

getthisposition.



Rere:(smiled)Whendoistart?

Hope:(laughed)It'suptoyou...

Rere:Thankyou...TomorrowI'llstartcounselling.

Hope:Ifyoustarttomorrowthenmaybeyoucan

startyourworkshopdaysafter..

Rere:Thankyou...

Hope:Sure.Letmego..

Rere:Bye

HestoodupandwalkedoutsideasRerefollowed

himfixinghertowel.

Rere:I'llclosethegate...

Hegotinthecarandturnedthecararound,Rere

smiledlookingatPillarasshepretendedshedidn't

seeherhopinghermotherwouldn'torderheroutof

thecar.



Rere:Wait...LetmetalktoPillar...

Pillar'sheartpoundedashermotherleanedinthe

car...

Pillar:(tearfully)Mamannakebatagotsamaya...

Gakenagogothokelamaitseothemmasorryfor

everythingsamaloba.

Rere:You'regoingtospendtheholidayswithyour

fatherbutyou'realsogoingtobestayingwithhim

evenduringschooldays...

Pillar:(smiled)Really?Iloveyoumama

Rere:(laughed)Iloveyoutoo...HiTsarona...

Tsarona:Hello

Shehighfivedotherchildren...



Rere:Yokewagamang?

Hope:Heisourlastborn

Rere:HelookslikeRain..Lecomplexion

Hope:Yeah..

Rere:ByePillar..

Pillar:(excitedly)Bye

ShewalkedtothegateasHopedroveoffthenshe

closedthegate.

AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonHopesatdownwentthrough

themaidapplications,hesearchedtheirnameson

facebookandwentthroughtheirFacebook

accounts,hecancelledoutafewbasedontheir

postsandremainedwithonly4candidates...



Hetypedamessageforeachofthem..

Hope:Goodafternoon,canyoupleasemeetmeat

theparkinglotyaWimpysoicanpickyouupfor

theinterviewyabostay-inhousehelperandnanny.

Contact#1:Eerra,thankyou

Contact#2:Sheismyneighbour,I'llgoandtellher.

Contact#3:Hidear,thankyou.Willbethere.

Contact#4:Goodafternoonsir,I'llbethere.

Hegotupandwalkedout...

*

*

*

*

*



[06/27,01:08] :ChanceMoilwa

Book2

#101

Attheparkinglot...

Hopedrovethroughtheparkinglotandrolleddown

thewindow,heparkedthecarandwalkedinWimpy.

Onceinsidehesatatthecouchchairatthecorner

asawaitressapproached,hemadeanorderand

checkedthetime..

Minuteslaterhiscappuccinoandwafflesarrived

withaWiFipassword..

Hope:Thanks...

Hebeguneating,andcheckedthetimeagain..It



wasnow2minutesbeforetheagreedtimeand

noneofthesegirlswerehere...Contact3called...

Hope:Hello?

Her:(softly)Hi,kehaparkinglotengyanewmall.

Hope:TsenamoWimpy

Her:Ok,bye

Hehungupandcarriedonreplyinghismessages

ashegotreadytotakeovertheoffice...

Theyoungwoman'shighheelsechoedacrossthe

floorasshewalkedover,Hopeturnedhisheadand

scannedherlegsgoinguptoherfaceasshe

removedhersunglassesandsmiled.Foramoment

hedidn'tthinkshewasn'tthemaid,damn!

Her:Hi...Hoperight?



Hope:Howdoyouknowmyfirstname?

Her:Igoogledyou,severalarticlescameoutandi

alsofollowedyouonFacebookandInstagram...

Canisit?

Hope:Sure.

Shepulledthechairandsatdownthensheputher

guccibagonthetableandputheriPhonedown..

Hopelookedather,hehadnothingagainstlooking

hotbut...Thisjustdidn'tseemright...

Hope:So...What'syourexperiencewithchildren?

Her:Ihaveason...Heis4...hestayswithhis

grandmotherbutiknowchildren.SoIunderstand

thehouseisatwostoreyfamilyhouseandI'llbe

takingcareof5childrenaged6downward...How

muchisthesalary?Itwasn'tindicatedbutihada

feelingitwouldbeworthit..



Hope:Thesalaryis5Kforthenext3months.Ifmy

childrenlikeyouandyou'recopingwiththehouse

choresthesalarywillbe6.5K.

Her:(gasped)That'smorethanI'dmakewithmy

certificate...Amiallowedtotakepicturesofmyself

aroundthehouseandusethepoolandthingslike

that?Canigooutpartyingduringtheweekends?

Hope:Um...You'renothiredyet...

Contact#1called...

Hope:Holdon..(picked)Hello?

Her:Hello,I'mintheparkinglot

Hope:Perfect,comeinsideWimpyandtakeaseat

attheback.I'llcallyouinafewminutes.

Her:Eerra.Bye

Hehungupthencontact#4called..



Hope:Hello?

Her:I'mintheparkinglot.

Hope:GetinsideWimpyandhaveaseat.I'llcallyou

inabit.

Her:Thankyou.

Hehungupandsighedleaningbacklookingather.

Hope:Idon'tthinkyou'rewhatI'mlookingfor.

Her:Whynot?

Hope:Ijustdon'tthinkitwouldworkout.IknowI'm

judgingyourightnowbutI'mnotimpressed.

Her:(rolledhereyes)Whateverdude!

Shegrabbedherphoneandhandbagthenshe

walkedout,hechuckledandleanedbacksipping

coffee,Hopecalledcontact#1,shewalkedoverin



hersneakersandsweater,shesatdown

uncomfortablyandgreetedhim...

Hope:HiLinda

Her:Hi..

Hope:What'syourexperiencewithchildren?

Her:(accent)I'vebeenanannybefore,Iworkedin

differenthomes...IworkedformaTumi,ihaveher

numberyoucancallherandtalktoher.Itookcare

ofhertwinsfrombirthuntiltheystartedstandard1.

Theniworkedforanotherladyrecentlybutileft

becauseshedidn'tpaymefor3months...Iama

hardworker...I'lltakecareoftheyardtooandi

don'tchargealotofmoney...EventhoughI'ma

stayiniwon'teatyourfood.I'llbuyloafofbread

andOrosformyroom.

Hope:AreyouShona?

Her:(smiled)Yes

Hope:Wakadini?

Her:(smiledsurprised)Ndiripo..



Hope:(smiled)Good...Doyouhavepapers?

Shelookeddownwithoutawordandhestopped

smiling..

Hope:Ifihireyouwhenyoudon'thavepapersiwill

bearrestedyouknowthatright?

Her:Iunderstand..

Hope:Youseemlikeanhonestperson,howcome

youdon'thavepapers?

Her:Ittakesforevertobegivenapassportbutmy

childrenhavetoeat.

Hope:Itotallyunderstand...Butican'thireyou

becauseidon'twanttobeonthewrongsideofthe

law.

Her:(smiled)Iunderstand.

Hope:Bye

Her:Bye



Shestoodupandleftthenhecalledovercontact#4.

SheturnedaroundandnoticedHopethenshe

stoodupandwalkedover,Hopelookedatheras

shewalkedover,shewaswearingflip-flopswith

jeansandanairtimeresellerclothontopofher

Tshirt(nzamelacloth).

Her:Dumelang...

Hope:Areyousellingairtime?

Her:(laughed)Yes...Ihaveatableatoldmall...I

sellperfumesandairtime.

Hope:Whywouldyouleaveyourbusinesstobea

maid?

Her:Thetableisn'tdoingwell,thereislike10more

peopleonthesamelinesellingmorethanwhatI'm

sellingsocustomershardlycometomebecausei

don'thavestock.

Hope:Canyoudealwithchildren?

Her:Yes...Ididearlychildhood...Iwasapreschool



temporaryteacherbutitshardtofindajobwitha

diploma...Theyhirepeoplewithdegrees..ronaba

diplomawaiiibilekogovernmentkeraa.

Hope:Ok...

Hereceivedacallmebackfromcontact#3,he

lookedatitandputthephonedownlookingbackat

her...

Hope:Remindmeyournameagain?

Her:Rethabile...

Hope:Rethabile...Doyouhavechildren?

Her:No.

Hope:Howmuchwouldyouwanttobepaid?

Her:5childrenandatwostoreyfamilyhomewith6

bedrooms?IguessP1500...Butanythingisfine.

Hope:Salaryke5Kstart...After3monthshakele

satisfied,kidslovingyouandyouhandlingthe

houseverywellthesalarywillbe6.5.



Shelaughedthinkingheisjokingbutheseemed

serious..

Her:You'reseriousabout5Kasasalaryforamaid?

Hope:Yeah,myhouseisverybig,iwantclean

children...Youassistthemwithhomeworktoo...It's

agoodthingyoudidearlychildhoodsoyoucan

handlethehomeworkswhenI'mtired...

Herheartpoundedassheswallowedatthethought

of5kasasalary...

Her:Howmanypeoplehaveyouinterviewed?What

areyoulookingfor?

Hope:IthinkI'mlookingforyou...Butidon'twant

youtobeexcited...It'salotofwork...You'llbe

wakingupearlyinthemorningpreparingthemfor

school.Wehaveawashingmachine,don'tworry

aboutlaundry...You'llbetakingcareofthehouse.



Itsprettybigbutidon'twantspidersanddust...The

childrenwillbespendingthedayatschoolwhen

theholidaysareover..Ohandtheotheroneis

visiting...HisnameisCJ,hestayswithhismother

andcomesonholidaysorweekends..Theoneyear

oldwillbeleavingtoobutthesalarydoesn'tgo

downbecausetheyvisit.

Rethabile:Salaryyatengyatshosa...Ididn'texpect

thatmuch.

Hope:Youknockoffrightaftertheirbedtime,infact

agonaknockoffbecausesometimesigoontrips

butI'llbegivingyoudaystogovisityourfamily.

Twodayseverymonthend.

Rethabile:Iunderstand...

Hope:Sometimeswewilltraveltogether,likeifi

wantthechildrentotravel,I'llneedyoutocome

with.I'mplanningatriptoNamibiaorSeychelles

becauseiwantmyotherdaughtertogetinaplane

andseethebeach...Itkindofbothersherthatshe

hasneverbeentosuchplacessoobviouslyI'llneed

you.



Rethabileputherhandoverherchestandtooka

deepbreathtryingnottopanic...Sheknewrich

peopleexistedbutshejustneverknewthe

advantagesofbeingamaidforsuchpeople...Who

needsajobwhenyou'reaprofessionalmaid...

Hope:(smiled)Caniorderyousomething?Youlook

likeyouneedadrink

Rethabile:(laughed)Waterisfine...I'mafraidtobe

excitedbecauseI'mnotsureifigotthejob.

Hope:(laughed)Canyoudrive?

Rethabile:No

Hope:Ourpreviousmaidwaseasiertoworkwith

becauseshegotlicencewhileworkingforus.She

wasverygoodwiththekids,sheisinUK...Wehave

beenstayinginUK,shemetawhiteguythereand

theydated.Sheisengagedtobemarriedandsheis

pregnant,butshestillcamearoundtoassistme

wheniwasthere...Wewerethatclose.Idon'tknow



ifI'lleverhaveanyonelikeherbutihopeyou'lldo

yourbest.

Rethabile:Shewassolucky...I'lldomybest.I've

neverlivedinahugehousebutI'lldomybest...

Hope:OK...(receivedanothercallback)Iwas

supposedtointerviewthisotherladybutsheis

sendingcallbacks.

Rethabile:Maybeshedoesn'thaveairtime..

Hope:IthinkI'mgoodwithyouthough.Letmecall

herkemolatolele

Hopeleanedbackanddialledcontact#3..

Her:Hello?

Hope:Yes

Her:I'msorryfor-#'@&#&"&"alking

Hecouldbarelyhearher,heputheronloudspeaker



andfrowned..

Hope:Hello?

Her:Eerra..Nekereleintshwareleforbeinglate,i

waswalkingfromMatlapanengtoNewmalland

couldn'tgetarideontheway.Ididn'thavetaxi

money...Myneighbour'sphonealsodiedsoihadto

chargefromthemenatthebarbershopabeba

nthusa..

Hope:Ifoundsomeone..

Her:(lowvoice)Eerra.Tanki

Hehungup,Rethabilelookeddownguiltstricken...

Sheoncewalkedthat20kmwithhersicklittlesister

sheknewhowlongtheroadis...

Rethabile:IhaveP10gasegoreomoneele,

Matlapanengisveryfar...Shewalkedover20km.



Hopedialledheragain..

Her:Hello?

Hope:CanyoucometoWimpy?

Her:Eerra..

HehungupandleanedbacklookingatRethabileas

shecountedherairtimecoinsandputP10onthe

table.Hepickedhiscappuccinoandsipped...

Hope:Let'sgosoyoucanseethehouse,wewill

talkontheway...

Hepaidandtheywalkedoutandbumpedonthe

girl...Itwasn'treallyhardtoputthefacetothebody.

Herflip-flopsoleswerebarelyhangingonandher

skirthadnocolour,hertopwasveryoldbutshe

hadahumblesmile...Almostasifshecouldn'ttell

hercondition.



Her:Dumelang..

Hope:Hi...Sorryformakingyouwalkalltheway.

Her:(smiled)It'sok,dilotsagonnakgakala,ke

santseketsilegotolwakeditiro.

Hope:Idon'tthinkyou'dmanagethekidsthough..

You'retooyoung...

Rethabile:Don'tyouhavelikeagarden?Maybeyou

havealawn..

Hope:Iwantedtohireamanforthat..Becauseits

notjustsweepingthepavementsandrakingthe

playground,youactuallyhavetoprunetrees,water

theplantsanddoalot...

Her:Icandoit,I'mhardworker...Iwon'tdisrespect

youoryourwife.Idon'tknoweverythingbutI'ma

fastlearner...Notworkingistheworstthing.Don't

judgemebasedonmybodysize...Kemarapo..

Hope:Andhowmuchdoyouwantfortakingcareof

theoutdoor?It'snotadailythingthough,maybe

youcome4or5timesaweek...Icharge



Her:(smiled)P750?OrmaybeP500ifit'stoo

much...Anythingisfine

Hope:(laughed)P750istoosmall...Let'sgosoyou

ladiescanseetheplacewearetalkingabout.

Theygotinthebackseatashegotinthedriver

seat...

Hope:Oneofyoushouldcomeseatatthefront,

whylesielakoolothe...

Theladieslookedatoneanotherandlaughed

waitingfortheothertogo.

Hope:Rethabiletakwano..

ShegotoutandsatinthefrontasHopewaitedthen

hedroveout....



Hope:BythewaymywifeisinUK..Sheisa

beautifulsweetlady...Everyonelovesher,I'msure

you'llgetalongjustfinewhenshevisits.

Both:Eerra..

Hope:Ileftthechildrenalone.Ihopethey'reOK...

I'mabadfather

Rethabile:Didyouclosethegascylinder?

Hope:Theydon'tknowhowtocookbutiknowthey

emptiedthefridgeforsure.Itoldthemtoplay

outsideandleftthemfoodonthecounter.

Rethabile:Ok...

Hope'sunclecalledbuthesilencedthecall,he

wasn'tgoingtotalkabouthisproblemsinfrontof

hisemployees...

AtHope'sHouse...



LateronHopewaitedasthegateslowlyopened

thenhedrovethroughandparkedinthegarage.

Theyallsteppedoutandclosedthedoorslooking

atthegaragehugeenoughtofitthreecars...

Hope:Let'sgoinsidefirst,iwanttocheckonthe

childrenbeforewetalk...

Theywalkedinthroughthegaragedoorheadingto

thelivingroomwherethechildrenwerescattered

onthecouchwatchingTV,Pillarwalkedoutofthe

kitchenwithabowlofsoftporridgeandaspoon,

Hopestoppedandfrownedlookingather...

Hope:What'sthat?

Pillarsatonthecouchandputherbabybrotheron

herlaplikeshewassomekindofanadultthenshe

fedhimwithaspoon..



Pillar:(busyfeedingthebaby)Kemotogodaddy,ga

oitsemotogo?

Hope:Whocookedit?

Pillar:Idid...Thebabywashungry...andMilk

doesn'tseemheavyenough,nekebonaasakgora

mashi

Tsarona:Shetaughtmehowtocookmotogobut

I'mafraidtocomeclosetothefire.

Hope:Pillardidyoureallycook?

Hewalkedinthekitchenshockedandstaredatthe

porridgewellcoveredwithitslid,helookedinthe

sinkanditseemedeverychildatetheirsoft

porridge..Heturnedbackagaininshockandlooked

atPillar...

Hope:Babywhocookedthat?

Pillar:It'sme...Icookformyselfafterschool...Do

youthinkI'mstupid?



Hope:Youcook?

Pillar:Yeah...Doyouwantsome?Canidishforyou?

Hope:Ican'tbelieveRereabusedmychildtothis

level.

RethabilelookedatHope'sshockedfaceand

lookedatPillar'sunbotheredselfbusyfeedingthe

baby,ofcourseshecouldn'tlaughoutloudbutthis

littlegirlwaslife...Shealsocouldn'timaginea6

yearoldcookingsoftporridgebutthewaythebaby

lovedandsuckedhislipseatingthatporridgewas

evenfunny.

Hope:Rethabilethat'sPillar...AndTsarona,they

werebornthesamedaybutPillarwasbornfirst..

Rethabile:(pointedatPillar)Mmêhaeneoipona

helaelemogolwateng...(laughed)Sheeventakes

careofeveryone...Obothale

Hope:Rethabilengwanakewasabusedwenaware

obothale,ketshogilekana



RethabilelaughedadmiringlylookingatPillar

feedingthebabyandwatchingTVatthesame

time...

Hope:That'sCj,hewasbornweeksafterthegirls,

thenTsotlheandJunior...

Rethabile:Eerra..

Hisphonerang,thistimeitwashislawyer..

Hope:Excuseme...

Hewalkedawayandranupstairspicking..

Hope:Hello?

Lawyer:Goodtohearfromyou,howareyou?

Hope:I'mgood...Um..



Hewalkedinhisemptyofficeandclosedthedoor..

Hope:Ineedtoseeyoutomorrow,Iwanttofilefor

divorce...(tookadeepbreathandsighed)Mywife

andihaven'tbeenintimatesincewegotmarried,

I'vebeentryingtofightforusbutsheisnothappy

withme...I'mbackinthecountryandshedoesn't

wanttocomeback,totagobokete...Mmegapei

don'twanttocheatonher...Andthat'swhereI'm

headedbecauseitsbeen2yearslesexkesae

bone...stressseaapogaI'msurenopayago

mphekeetsaverysoon.

Lawyer:(laughed)Uh2years?2yearsnosex?

You'reachampion,Iwouldhavefuckedevena

passingcat!

Hope:(laughed)Idon'tevenknowhowimanaged

tosurvivethatlong,Ihaven'tdiscussedthiswith

myparentsbecauseI'llhavetotellthemwhyI'm

divorcingbutidon'twanttoembarrassherorwash

ourdirtylaundryinpublic.Iwantapeacefuldivorce



plusiwantsomeonetospendtimewithandjust

feelloved....I'mlonelybutgakebategodira

ngwanawagaopesidechickkanahomewreckeror

repeatmypastmistakes...(sighed)ineedyouto

havealookatallourpropertiesandhelpme

proposeafairdivisiontoRain.

Lawyer:50-50?

Hope:Yeah...Shedeserveseverybitofit...Shewas

therefromthebeginning,turnedmeintoanhonest

manandhelpedmegrow.ThetruthisIdon'twant

tolethergobutihavetosothaticanstillcare

aboutherevenafter...Idon'twanttoletherhurtme

untilireachapointofresentingher.Theysayifyou

lovesomethingyouhavetosetitfree,ifitcomes

backitsyours,ifnotitwasnevermeanttobe...

*

*

*

*

*
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OnMondaymorningHopesteppedoutofthe

showerintothemasterbedroomwheresoftmusic

wasplaying,hisclotheswerelaidonthebedwell

ironed...Thiswasbetterthanhethought,she

actuallypickedoutclothesforhim,matchedthetie

andthesuit...

Hegotdressedandputonhiscolognethenhe

grabbedhislaptopandphonebeforerunning

downstairsfixinghistie...

Rethabilewasstandinginthekitcheninhergown

servinghisbreakfast,heplacedhisthingsonthe

diningtableasshewalkedoverandputtheplatein

frontofhim...



Heputhiselbowsonthetableandstaredathis

breakfastforasecond,theeggswereperfectly

done...Notevenslightlyburnt,thesausages,the

porkandawholebunchofshithecouldn't

recognise,shehadputabitofthisandthatandthe

foodlookedlikesomekindof5starhotelfood...No

wonderthetrolleyswerefullwhentheywentfor

shopping..Notthathewasn'tcomplainingbecause

thiswasworthit.Hehadn'thadthiskindoffood

sincetheirmaidleftthejob...

Hope:Thankyou...Yesterday'sfoodwasdelicious

butthisissomethingelse...

Rethabile:Thankyou..Ileantfromfoodchannels,

I'mnotaprofessionalijustlikecookingandbaking.

Hope:You'rereallygood.

Rethabile:Thankyou.

Shewalkedbacktothrkitchenandwashedthe



disheswhileheate...

Hope:Arethechildrenstillsleeping?

Rethabile:Eerra...Itwillgivemetimetoclean

aroundandmaketheirbreakfast

Hope:Doyoulovetheplace?

Rethabile:(smiled)It'sbeautiful...Thechildrenare

maturetoo,gabaditete..PillarandTsaronaactlike

10yearolds...Cjisevenbetter,I'venoticedthathe

understandsTsotlheandJuniorareyounger,when

theycryforhisthingshegivesthem.Iexpected

chaos

Hope:Gladyoulikeit...

Shenoticedhisglasswashalfwaydownand

walkedovertorefillwhilehewaseating...

Hope:Thanks



Shealsoputextrainhisplatestandingbesideshim

andjustthissettingfeltsogood...Beingtakencare

oflikethis...Itwasmorning,sheprobablydidn't

bathbuthecouldsmellhersweetperfumeand

lookingatherhandholdingtheforkassheputthe

sausageinhisplatehenoticedshehadsmall

handswithshortnailstoo...Shewasn'tthetype

thatdonails,theywerecleanandshort....Hecould

onlyimaginehersoftlittlehandaroundhisveined

dickstrokinghim...

Sheturnedandwalkedawayashelookedather

behind...Shehadn'tgivenhimtheopportunityto

seetheshapeofherassbuthecouldtellitwasthe

roundtypeespeciallywithsuchbeautifulhips...he

couldonlyimaginewalkingbehindher,kissingher

neckandliftingthatgown,pushingherpanties

asideandslidinginthere...ShehadRain'sheight

tooandshewassoftspoken...Probablyhadagood

softmoan..He'dthrustherwhilesqueezingher

breasts...Hispantstightenedandhisdicranoutof

spaceashesattherelookingatRethabilewhileshe



washedthedishesunaware...

Heturnedhisfacebacktohisfoodandate

thoughtfully,clearlyhewasrunningoutoftime...He

neededtogetlaid...AndRethabilewasofflimits...

Yeahitwaseasytofallforherbecauseshewas

doingeverythingawifeissupposedtodo,who

wouldn'tfallforawomanwhotakescareofhimlike

this...Butifsexwasinvolveditjustwouldn'tbe

goodforthechildren.LikeuncleKatlosaid,"Maids

areofflimitssotheycanfreelyworkwithoutthe

conflictofinterest,"...besideshewouldn'teven

knowifsheagreedoutofthefearofgettingfiredor

she'dreallycareabouthim...

Hefinishedhisfoodandstoodupthenhegrabbed

hisbagandphone..

Hope:Ihavetogo...Yourememberhowtoopenthe

gateright?Causethatgirlwillbecomingtodayto

dothegardenandall..



Rethabile:Yes..

Hope:Alright,willrechargeyourphonesoyoucan

callmeanytimesomethingconfusesyouorifthe

kidsneedsomething.

Rethabile:Thankyou,haveagoodday.

Hewalkedtowardsthegarageandgotinthecar

thenhesatinsideforaboutaminutetemptedto

checkhisWhatsAppincaseRainhadsenthima

message,butthensheneverreallysends

messages,ifanythinghe'dbetemptedtosendhera

messageandifshedidn'treply,itwouldruinhis

wholedaybecausehe'dkeepcheckingifshe

replied...atthispointhewasgoingtoavoid

everythingthatstressedhim.Hestartedthecarand

reversedoutofthegaragethenhedroveoff....

InUK...(Rain&Hope'sapartment)

MeanwhileLerumosteppedoutofthebathroom



tyingHope'sbathingrobewhileRainlaidonthebed

quietlylookingathim,hesatontheedgeofthebed

andleanedoverkissingher..

Lerumo:AreyouOK?Youbeentooquietthepast

fewdays...

Rain:I'mgood...

Lerumo:Mysisteriscomingovertovisitandhelp

meoutwithmydaughtersoiwasthinkingshe

shouldcomewithJunior..

Rain:ItwillbedisrespectfultoHope

Lerumo:Hedoesn'thavetoknowwhomysisteris,

youcanjustsayyouhiredanannyandsheis

comingwithhim.

Rain:Iwanttogothereandgethimmyself,Hopeis

tooquietandidon'tknowwhy.Heisnotfightingor

anything,heisjusttooquiet.

Lerumo:Areyoujealous?Imeanthat'swhatwe

need,ithoughtwealwaysneededhimandhiskids

outofthepicture.MysisterwillbringShawn...Andi



wantHope'snameoffmyson'scertificate..I'm

surprisedevenafterhearingShawnisnothishe

carriedonclaiminghim.

Rainsighedandwalkedinthebathroom,hehadn't

flushedtheurine..Shewipedthepeeoffthetoilet

seatwithatissueandflusheditbeforesittingdown

andpeeing.

Sheopenedtheshelfandtookouthertoothbrush

andpausedlookingattheleftoverbloody

toothpastefoamyspitstainingthesink,lookingatit

shefeltherstomachliftthensheturnedthetap

washedthewholesinkwithoutlooking.Shewashed

herhandsandfinallybrushedherteeththenshe

walkedtothebedroom...

Rain:Youshouldflashthetoiletandcleanthesink

afterbrushingyourteeth..

Lerumo:Don'tyouhaveamaid?



Rain:No,andflashingthetoiletdoesn'tneedamaid,

whydoyoualwaystalkaboutamaidwheneveryou

havetodosimplethingslikecleaningafteryourself?

Ourmaiddidn'tdolittlethingslikethatforus..

Lerumo:Iforgottoflushit..Iwastalkingabout

cleaningthesinksandstuff...

Lerumo:Stilldoesn'tneedamaid...Cleanwhatever

youuse.

Lerumo:Ok,I'msorry....Comehere...

Shesatonhislapashepulledherchinoverfora

kiss...

Lerumo:Haveyouthoughtaboutdivorce?

Rain:It'stoosoon...

Lerumo:HowlongdoIhavetowait?

Shestoodupandsighedsittinginfrontofthe

dressingtable..



Rain:Canwenottalkaboutitrightnow?I'mhaving

separationanxiety..

Lerumo:SeparationanxietyyagaHopeorourson?

Rain:Mywholefamily...Howcomeyounever

acknowledgemychildren?Ifeellikeyoudon'tlove

them.

Lerumo:ButI'veneverevenmetthemsosayingI

don'tlovethemisunfair,plustheyhaveafather,

theywouldobviouslybeneverpartofthis...Ijust

don'twanttohavetodealwithstepchildrenthat

haveaparentbecausehewillalwaysinterfereandi

won'trespondwelltothat.(sighed)Babewhat's

reallygoingon?Thisshouldbeahappytime...We

finallyhavetospendtimetogetherandgettoknow

oneanotherbecauseyouvisitingwasn'tenough...

Weshouldbehappyit'sjustthetwoofusaround

here...Mysisterdoesn'thavetogetShawn...Let's

dothis...IfHopewantstobeourbabysitterlethim

be...Idon'tknowhowmanysanemenwoulddo

whathedoes,Ifinditverystupidthathe'devenlet



anotherman'schildbenamedafterhim.Isawhim

puttingmysonashisprofilepictureandsentmy

friendsthescreenshot,theycouldn'tstoplaughing

either...

Rainlookeddownasherthroatdried,tearsburned

hereyesandbutsheblinkedthemaway...

Rain:IwanttogogetJunior...

Lerumo:Andifhedoesn'tallowyoubackorguilt

trapyouintostaying?

Rain:Iobviouslycan'tstayinMaunaftereverything

Idid...

Lerumo:Youcan'tgothere,itseithermysister

comeswithhimorweletHopebabysit,heisstupid

enoughtodoitsolethimdoituntilhecan'thandle

it.Heisweakanyways,that'swhyheranbackto

Botswanasoheobviouslywon'tlastwithShawn.

Canweenjoythismoment?It'sjustyouandme...



Hestoodupandwalkedovertoherthenheleaned

overandkissedherneck...

Lerumo:Let'sgooutandhavebreakfast..

Rain:(liftedhershoulderblockingherneck)Ihave

togotowork..

Lerumo:Callinsick...Ihaveanightshiftsowecan

evengosomewherefarandseeLondonfreely

withoutthefearofanyoneseeingus...Letmelove

youbabe..

Heturnedherfaceandkissedherasshekissed

himbackbriefly,herphonesavedherreceivinga

textandsheleanedbackgrabbingit...

Hewalkedtothewardrobeandopenedthedoor...

Lerumo:IneedaTshirt...Icamestraightfromwork

yesterdaybutIdon'twanttowearthesameshirti



woreyesterday..

Rain'sfacialexpressionchangedasshereadher

email,aWhatsAppmessagealsopoppedfrom

Hope'slawyerwithaPDFdocumentofthedivorce

settlementagreement.

LerumopulledoutHope'sTshirtandputitonthen

hetriedthepants,buttheydidn'tfit..Heputthem

downandputonhispants..

Lerumo:AreyouOK?

Rain:Yeah...Ihavetogotowork.

Shestoodupandclosedherselfinthebathroom..

AtHopeMedicals...



LaterthatmorningReresatatthebackwitha

notepadandapenastheCOOcompletedthe

morningtasks..

Him:Inshortyoushouldknowthateachofyouare

responsibleforeachbranch,ifyoudowellinthe

nextsixmonthsyou'llbehired...Ifnotwewillhave

tohireaseriousmanager.Itsverysimpletoruna

pharmacyifyou'reaseriousindividual...Every

customercomplaintwillbetakenseriouslysoyou

havetomakesureemployeeshelppeoplewithlove

andcare...Ourclientsarepatients...They'realready

dealingwithalot...MrMoilwawillbejoiningusvery

soon..HehasbeenstayinginUK..Ibelieveinafew

weekswewillbewelcominghimsoplease...Make

sureyoudoyourbest..Thankyou...Enjoyyour

lunch...

Thenewbranchmanagersstoodupandwalkedout,

Rerehungherhandbagoverhershoulderand

walkedout...



Minuteslatershecrossedtheroadandwaitedfor

thetaxi,aprivatecardrivercaughtaglimpseofher

andstoppedalmostmakingthedriverbehindhim

bumponhim,hetookouthishandapologisingto

thedriverbehindhimasheturnedtothestop.

Him:Hi...Canidropyouoff?

Rere:I'mgoingtoDuducounsellingcentergongwe

gaoyeteng.

Him:Iactuallypassthere...Let'sgo..

Shegotinthecarandclosedthedoorthenhe

joinedtheroad...

Him:Directme,idon'tknowwhereitis

Rere:(laughed)Ithoughtyoupassthere..Turnleft.

Him:(laughed)Ididn'tknowhowelsetoconvince

youtogetin...Sorry



Rere:(laughed)It'sok...

Him:MynameisMoffat

Rere:Orefe

Him:Orefesejosaronasaletsatsi.Gonnepusoke

yagago,lethatalekgalalelo,kabosenakhutlo.

Amen.

Theylaughedashedroveoff...

AtHope'soffice...

LaterthatafternoonHopesatbehindhisdeskwith

hisphoneonloudspeakerasheslowlyremovedhis

ringtalkingtohisuncle...

Katlo:Idon'tunderstandwhyyoudidn'ttellmethis...

SouthamptonandLondonaren'tthatfarapartfor

youtotalktosomeoneinMaunfirst...Ithoughtwe

areveryclose.



Hope:Ididn'twantyoutohateher,andIguessI

didn'twantyoutobehurttoobecauseiknowyou

likeherandyoubelievedinusafterthatsceneat

thewedding.

Katlo:Howareyoudoing?

Hope:I'mfine...Mylawyersaysheemailedherthe

divorcesettlementagreementandsentitthrough

WhatsApptoo.Hetriedcallingherandshedidn't

answerbutshereadthemessage.

Katlo:OK..Whatifshedoesn'tshowupincourt?

Hope:Ifsomeonedoesn'tintentionallyshowupin

courtthejudgecanreachajudgmentwithouther.

Katlo:I'msorryitendedthisway,butdon'tyouthink

youshouldreturnherson?

Hope:Idon'tmindifshecomesandgethimoreven

sendsomeone.Ijustwantoutofthismarriage...I

understandwhyshedoesn'tlovemeandidon't

blameher,sheprobablymarriedmethinkingshe

hasforgivenme...MeflirtingwiththatKellywoman

probablyprovedherwrong.



Katlo:Iunderstandthecheatingpart...WhatIdon't

understandishavingachildfromcheating...Kante

Junioroimilweleng?

Hope:Ihonestlydon'tknowsheonlytoldmewhen

shewasshowing.Causeshehadmovedoutofour

roomandintotheguestroomavoidingmegoraya

goreshewastryingtohideherpregnancy.

Katlo:Shelovesthatguy.Thewayyousaidshe

alwaysgoesforthemorningafterpillwithyouis

justshockingthatshe'dallowherselftobe

pregnant.

Hope:Sheloveshimeeakereshecanspenda

wholeweekendwithhiminahotelorwhatever...Do

youknowanyonewhocanremovethetattooonmy

finger?

Katlo:I'mnotsurebutI'llaskafewpeople.

Hope:OK...I'mgoingtocheckonuncleDallaslater

today...It'sbeenawhilesinceIheardfromhim.

Katlo:Istillthinkheisfakingit...

Hope:(laughed)Heisnot...I'veseenhimgo



throughthatshitheisnotfakingit.

Katlo:Whatever,Istilldon'tliketheguyregardless

ofwhathappenedtomybrotherattheend.

Hope:(laughed)Igetyourpoint..(checkedthetime)

Ihavetogetreadyformymeeting...I'mmeetinga

fewbusinessassociatesattheWilliamsHotel.

Katlo:Alright,bye

Hehungupandstoodupthenhegrabbedhissuit

jacketandputiton,hefixedthecollarandpicked

thekeysbeforewalkingout...

AttheWilliam'sHotel...

MinuteslaterHopesloweddownfollowingared

Fordmustang,hehadn'tseenamustanginMaun

beforeanditwasbeautiful...Thedriverwas

probablyawomanbecauseherhairwasbeing

blownbythewind,shestoppedattheentranceas

thesecurityletherinthenhedrovein...Hethought



she'dturntotheresidentsbutshedrovetowards

theconferenceroomsparkingwherehewas

headed...

Sheparkedintothe1stconferenceroomparking

whileheparkedontheirbookedparkingforthe2nd

conferenceroom,sheobviouslywasn'tgoingtothe

samebusinessmeetingbuthewascurioustosee

herface.Heparkedthecarandwaitedinthecar

lookingatherthroughthemirror,shesteppedoutof

thecarandtookoffhersunglassesthenshethrew

theminthecar.Shewasputtingonawhiteladies

shirtandaslackthenshereachedinandputonher

suitjacketbeforetakingoutherfileandlaptopbag

thenshesteppedbackandclosedthesunroofof

herconvertible.Hesteppedoutandclosedthe

door..

Thecloserhegotthemorehisheartpounded,she

wasmorebeautifulthanheinitiallysawfroma

distance...Shewasverylightincomplexionwith



goldcurlyhair..Hisheartpoundedashewalked

behindher.Hehadn'tapproachedawomaninyears

andhe'devenforgottenhowtodothisshit...Her

walkwasfierceandshewalkedveryfast,he

countedthestepslefttothefirstdooranditwas

about10ifnot15,hedidn'thaveenoughtime

becauseitwouldbedifficulttomeetherifshegot

intohermeeting,shewasalreadylatefromhow

fastshewalkedandtheparkinglotwaspackedso

everyonewasalreadyin...

Hisheartpoundedevenmoreasshegotcloser..

Hope:Hi...

Sheturnedaroundandlookedathimthenshe

smiled..

Her:Hi...

Hope:Nicecar....



Her:Thankyou...Areyougoingtothemeeting?

Hope:Conferenceroom2

Her:Oh,I'mgoingtoroom1..

Hope:Alright.

Hewentmuteastheywalkedtogethertowardsthe

conferencerooms...

Meanwhilesheglancedathimandalmost

immediatelyshecouldtellhewantedtosay

something,theireyeslockedforafewsecondsand

therewasthatfeeling,helookeddownshylyand

shelookedforward.Hehadsexyeyesandaunique

headwithaperfectshadecut...Heseemedtooshy

tosaywhateverthatwasinhismindbutshewasn't

goingtosayanythingeither,whatifshewas

wrong...

Hope'sbreathinggotheavierasthewomanreached

herdoor..



Her:Bye..

Hope:MynameisHope

Her:Tiana

Shepausedlookinginhiseyes,heswallowed

nervouslynotsurewhattosay,shetookouther

businesscardandshoveditinhissuitpocket...

Tiana:(smiled)You'relate...

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedin,hereachedinhis

pocketandtookoutthecardthenhesmiledwalking

towardshisconferenceroom...

*

*

*

*



*
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AtHope'soffice...

LaterthatafternoonHopewalkedbackintheoffice

andputdownhislaptopbag,hisPAwalkedinwith

aplasticofwinesandbottledwater..

PA:Howwasyourmeeting?

Hope:Itwasgood...Iemailedyoueverythingsoyou

canupdatemyschedule.

PA:(smiled)Areyouback?

Hope:(laughed)Notofficially...stillsortingoutafew

things...



HebentoverpackingHope'swinesandwaterthen

hewalkedinthebathroomandputatoiletroll

beforewalkingout.

PA:Toldthecleanersgoreifisiyabosogaebewetp

ya1plyngaparelang..

Hope:(laughed)Otshwenyamaclinarawena

monna...

PA:Uhtheymustknow...

HewalkedoutandclosedthedoorasHopehung

hisjacketoverhischairandsatdown.Hetookout

hisphoneandthebusinesscardthenheleaned

backstaringatit....

Tiana...Director/Gynaecologist...Wow...Soshe

wastherarekind...Beautywiththebrain...He

clickedonfacebookandsearchedforherclinic...

Therewego...Hesmiledgoingthroughherpage,it

wasimpressive...Heneverknewthisprivateclinic



wasownedbyawoman..Hepausedandstaredata

pictureofherwithallherstaffmembersstandingin

frontofthebuilding...Howcomeheneverthought

ofhavingapicturewithallhisstaffmembers?He

checkedthetime...Shewasprobablystillatwork...

Orhavinglunch?Maybeitwastooearlytocall,he'd

calllater...

HewentthroughherFacebookaccount,itwasall

aboutstronggirls,womenempowerment,financial

stability...heclickedonherpicturesandscrolled

through...Heratwork,withhermother...Nodoubt

aboutthistheoldladylookedjustlikeher...And

fromhercomplexionTianawasdefinitelyacross

breed...Hestoppedatapictureofheryoungselfin

atraditionaldancewearholdingaclaypotstanding

besidesatraditionalhut...Hesavedherpicturefor

achatlater,thishedidn'texpectatall..

Hecheckedthetimeandpickedhisphoneand

laptopthenhewalkedoutdiallingtheCOO...



PA:CanIorderyoulunch?

Hope:No,I'lleatathome.

Hewalkedoutofthebuildingasthephonerang...

Him:Sir?

Hope:Afternoon...DidOrefeattendtheworkshop?

Him:Shedid..

Hope:Howisshedoing?Howisherattitude?Are

youimpressed...Doyouthinksheiscapable?IfI'm

makingamistakepleaseletmeknowbecausei

don'twanttomakeamistake.

Him:Sofarsogood...Shedoesn'tbehavelikeshe

isspecialoranything,sheparticipatesandasks

genuinequestions.Ithinksheisnervousaboutthe

postbecauseyesterdaysheaskedmeifits

possibleforhertomanageapharmacywithoutany

qualifications.



Hope:OK,andifshedoesn'trespectyoupleaselet

meknow.Thisisyourthingandiwon'tletmy

personalrelationshipsaffectyourworkand

performance.

Him:Iknow,don'tworry.

Hope:Alright,bye

Hehungupandgotinthecarthenheleanedback

thoughtfully,hewaskindofhungryandknowing

Rethabilewhatevershehadcookedwasdelicious.

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff...

AtHope'sHouse...

MeanwhileRethabilesatontheedgeofthepoolin

herbikiniholdingJuniorwhiletheotherchildren

divedinthepooloneaftertheotherscreaming...

Tsarona:AuntieRethalook!



Sherananddivedtothedeeperendthensheswam

out,CJjumpedtoowhileTsotlhefloatedwithher

armsspread...Pillarsmiledandlaughedsittingon

thesecondstepofthepoolafraidtogoin...

Rethabilelookedathercuriously,shewasthemost

matureofthemallbutshecouldn'tswim...Butfrom

hersmileandclappingforhersiblingsshewished

shecould...

RethabileputJunioronthepramandlockedits

wheelsthensheslowlygotinthepoolandsatnext

toPillar...

Rethabile:Howcomeyoudon'tknowhowtoswim?

Pillar:(smiledembarrassed)Ididn'tdoswimmingat

school

Rethabile:Theyhaveswimmingatyourschool...It's

aprivateschool



Pillar:Mamadidn'tbuymeswimmingwearwhen

theteacheraskedhertobuyshesaidtheyshouldn't

putmeinswimminglessons.

SherememberedhowHopementionedPillarhadn't

experiencedmuchoffun...

Rethabile:Mybrotherteachespeopletoswimand

hetaughtme,caniteachyou?

Pillar:(smiledwide)YESSS...

Rethabilesmiledandgotinthepoolthenshe

pickedherandslowlywalkedinthewatercarrying

herwhilePillartightlyheldherexcitedlyand

fearfullyatthesametime...

MeanwhileHopedrovethroughtheopengarage

andwalkedinthehouse,hecouldimmediatelyhear

thechildrenplayingatthepool..Hewalkedpastthe

diningroomtothekitchenandpulledthecurtains



lookingatthem...

HestaredatRethabileasshetaughtPillarhowto

swim,sheputherarmunderPillar'sstomachwhile

shepaddledandkickedthewatertryingtoswim...

Rethabileturnedheraroundandhuggedheras

Pillarsmiledproudlythentheygaveitanotherashe

smiledadmiringRetha...Hecaughthimselfsmiling

andstopped,heshouldn'thavebeenfeelinglike

thatabouther...Shewasoff-limits...Hereminded

himselfandturnedtotheplatesoffoodoverthe

counter,hecheckedalmostallofthemandhe

wasn'tsurewhichwashis...

Heopenedthebackdoorandwalkedtowardsthe

poolasJuniorcriedsittingonthepram.Rethabile

putPillaronthestepsofthepoolandgotoutas

Hopesloweddownlookingather...

Shedidn'tseehimcomingasshebentoverpicking

thebaby,shehadaquiteanass,nottoobigbutbig



enoughtoshakeifhewastotakeherdoggystyle...

Shehadbeautifullegstoo..

Pillar:DaddyI'mlearninghowtoswim!

Tsarona:Auntieisteachingherandsheisalmost

there!

Rethabileturnedaroundlookingathimandhiseyes

droppedtohercleavagegoingdownhertummyand

intoherfullbikinibottom...Whatacameltoe!And

shewassmooth,nohairaroundherbikini,he

swallowedandcaughthisbonerslowlygrowing,he

puthishandsinthepocketsandfistedtohidehis

boner..

Rethabileturnedbackandputthebabydownthen

shequicklywrappedherselfwithatowel,thelookin

hiseyesdidn'tleavemuchforquestioning,she'd

neverbeenundressedlikethisbeforeandnowshe

wasn'tsurewhattodo.ShegotJuniorandsaton



thepoolloungeuncomfortablyhandinghimbottle

ofmilk...

Pillar:DaddywhenIfinallyknowhowtoswimcani

buyaswimmingcostume?

Hope:Yeah...You'llbuyone..

HeturnedlookingatRethabile...

Hope:Icouldn'tpickmyfood..

Rethabile:(stoodup)I'llbringthem...

ShestoodupcarryingJuniorandslippedherfeetin

herflip-flops..

Rethabile:Pillardon'ttryswimming,you'renotthere

yet..

Pillar:(smiled)Iknow...I'llsitrighthereandwaitfor



you..

Rethabile:(onsecondthought)Youknowwhat-I

can'tleaveyouguysaloneinthepool.Howabout

wegotothehouse...Youcanwatchamovie,plus

youbeeninthepoolsince12...

All:Ok..

Rethabile:Washofftheqchlorineoverthere..

Thechildrenhoppedoutofthepoolandlinedup

undertheoutdoorshowerwashingoffthatchlorine

thentheygrabbedtheirtowelsandrantothehouse,

theylefttheirflip-flopsatthedoorstepandranin

thehousewhileHopequietlyfollowedRethabile..

SheputJuniorinthelivingroomwhereotherswere

watchingTVthenshehurriedupstairs.

Hopesatatthediningtableandburiedhisface

betweenhishands,howcouldawomanlookso

good...Sheseemedsomaturetoo...Andknowing



thatthegoodonesgetmarriedfasterdidn'tsitwell

withhim,whatiftheymarriedhertoo...Heletgoof

hisfaceandleanedbackasRethabilewalked

downstairsinherdressandsocks..Shedropped

thechildren'sclothesonthecouch..

Rethabile:Applybodylotionandgetdressedguys,

I'mgoingtogivedaddyhisfood...Whenigetbacki

wanteveryonedressed...

TheyallgotbusyasRethabilewalkedpastHopein

thediningroomandintothekitchen..

Hetookouthisphoneandclickedonhismessages.

Victor:Ijusthadthemostroughestflightever,

almostshitmypants.

Hope: Whathappenedcaptain?

Victor: Turbulence,gakerorome?!



Hope: Pretendagoreyougotthislaiteaka

Victor: youknowme,nobodyknowsthati

almostshitmypants.

Hope:Drinkslater?Kanawaflaagapekamoso

Victor:No,ineedthosedrinks.

Hope:ButI'mplanningtoasksomeoneoutthis

eveninggakadumelaI'mdroppingyou.

Victor: Kukuislifeboy,talktoherfirst.Wewillgo

ifsheisheldup.

Hope:Sheisprobablybusy,sheisaDrandifshe

agreessheisprobablygoingtobeturnedoffmy

maritalstatus.Iwon'tbepatientenoughuntilthe

divorce,I'mdying.

Victor: Youcanstillhititwithyourstatus...Ifshe

isaDryoudefinitelyhavetobehonestwithher,she

isnotdesperateandshewon'tstandforbullshit.

Theoneswhomaketheirownmoneydon'tfight

otherwomenorevenargue...Theyjustleave.Tell

her50%andkeeptherest...Besidesyoucan't

overloadsomeoneonthefirstdate...



Hope:Wewillseehowitgoes.Idon'twanttobetoo

excitedbecauseshemightnotlikemeespecially

whenshehearsaboutthenumberofchildren,buti

wanttofallforhersoicanstoplookingatmymaid

likethis.Iprayit'sjustacrushbecausegologa

tengekaregotaantshokodisa.

Victor: Shit!Nowiwantustogofordrinks.

Hope:Andit'sjustnotaboutsexorherbody..sheis

gorgeousbutshealsohasthiscoolpersonality,the

motherlykindofthing...Andmychildrenloveher.A

fewdaysintothishouseandthereisorder,itfeels

likeahomeandshehasasweetvoice. Wa

nkgathahatenegilegotwegoomanngwabana.She

talksslowtabeakgamiwakemahokoabeaitsapa.

Victor:No,no,myboyyou'rewayintoodeep.Gofor

thetalk.Listentoyourselfobservingeverything

aboutthismaid.

Hope:Ihaven'tfeltlikethatinalongtime....Iknow

sheisoff-limitsandihopeI'llcontrolmyself...



Rethabileputthefooddownandthejuice..

Hope:Thankyou..

Rethabile:You'rewelcome...doyouwearformal

wearfromMondaytoFriday?

Hope:Fridaywewearcasual,GolfTshirtforHope

medicalsorChancepharmacy,theysentmenew

Tshirtsyesterday.

Rethabile:That'swhyIwasasking,Ipackedthem

intothewardrobe.JustwantedtoknowwhenI

shouldironthemforyou.

Hope:Ok,Fridays.

Rethabile:Ok..isthejuiceOK?

Hope:Eemma,thankyou

Shenoticedhiseyesstuckonherlipsastheyspoke

thentheyshiftedtoherbodyslowly,sheturned

aroundandwalkedaway.Hopeturnedbacktohis

foodandbeganeatingandtexting..Hedidn'teven



catchhimselfonthatlaststare.

Hefinishedeatingandwalkedinthekitchenwhere

hewashedtheplateandtheforkthenhewipedhis

handswiththeclothandwalkedout..

Hope:I'mgoingbacktowork!

Rethabile:Guyssaybyetodaddy!

All:Bye!

Hope:(smiled)Bye.

Hewalkedoutanddroveoff,Rethabilepickedher

phoneanddialledhersisterwalkinginthekitchen...

Her:Hello

Rethabile:(Sighed)Obusy?

Her:No,why?

Rethabile:Eish...Idon'tknowifI'moverreacting...I



thinkthismanisundressingmeanditmakesmeso

uncomfortable.Dilotsabatimonnayokanao

kgonagompatasexjustbecausehiswifeisn'there

justsoicanrefuseandhefiresme...thesalaryisso

good...Thechildrenarewellbehaved...They'renot

spoiltbratsthoughthey'rerichkids,thehouseis

amazing,ieatwhateverIwant...Whydoeshehave

tospoilthisarrangementbyactinglikethis?Kanaif

hekeepsdoinghiswifeisgoingtofiremebuti

needthisjob.Idon'twanttocrossherlegomoitse

kesamoitse.Theminuteshewalksinhereandwe

areintjesameroomshewillknowandshewillhate

me...

Tearsfilledhereyesasshesighedrubbingher

eyes...

Rethabile:WhatdoIdotostopwhateverheis

thinking?Kerenggoreaskaibileabuasepehela?

Andhowdoisayitwithoutgettingfired?Hemight

hatemeafterthisbuttheniamnotgoingtosleep



withthismanlehakabuadilotsabomarriedtsa

bomywifeisbadorI'mdivorcing,Ijustwantto

makemoney..6.5kisalotofmoneymaybeleka

diplomaiwasn'tgoingtogetthatmuch..

Her:Can'tyouwritehimatextmessage?

Rethabile:Sayingwhatbecausehedidn'tsay

anythingtome,hejustundressedme.Akerewa

itsegorehamonnaasagolebasenteaakantse

dilodiselewammona?Hewaslookingatmelike

thatkelekopoollebana...Iliterallysawhisbig

thinggrowinginsidehispantsabeaitirao

tsentsengmatsogomodipateng...Evenafterhe

wasunbelievablyquiet,whenItalktohimhelooks

atmylips,kooretabeantebaallovergapeobona

goreoakantsekgakalathoughhedoesn'tsay

anything.Gakecomfortabletota...Plushetookoff

hisring.Idon'twanttobecaughtupinadrama.

Mencanbeverystupidattimes,okgonago

palelwakegoemelawifeabeatsayagoreaka

dirisanna.

Her:Shoulditalktohim?



Rethabile:Whatifhedoesn'tlikethat?Orhefeels

I'mgossiping...Hemightbeoffended.

Her:Thenjustbehonestandtellhimhowyoufeel.

Tellhimyourjobisimportantandyoudon'twantto

compromiseitbycrossingthelineormakinghis

wifehateyou.

Rethabile:Ok,I'lltexthim.

Her:Ee,textisbetter.Bepolitegongwekebaba

bogaleotogaarewamoroga.

Rethabile:Okbye.

Shehungupanddrunkwater...

AtHope'sHouse...

LateronHopewalkedbackintheofficeandpulled

hischairashereceivedamessagefromRetha.



Retha:I'msorryifthisisinappropriate,Iwouldn't

sayanythingifIdidn'tvaluemyjob.Iamhappy

withmylittlebosses,they'rewellbehavedandwe

arebonding.I'dreallyliketoworkhereaslongas

possibleandiprayyourwifeandigetalongvery

wellwhenshecomesover.Ipraythatshelikesme

andapprovesofmebecauseit'sherhousetoo.I'm

justnotsurethingswouldgowellifyoukeep

lookingatmethewayyoudo.Again,Iamsorryif

I'mmistakenbutI'dreallylikeitifyoucouldseea

maidinmeandnothingelse.Ihopeyouwon'tbe

angrywithme,ijustlikesayinghowifeelandI'm

tryingtoprotectmyjob.

Hope'sheartpoundedashereadthemessage,and

putdownthephonesighing...

*

*

*

*



*
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AtHope'soffice...

Hopewalkedtothefridgeandgrabbedabottleof

waterthenhedrunkhalfofitandsighedwalking

backtohisseat.Hepickedthephoneandfrozefor

afewsecondsnotsurehowtoreplyher.

Hope:Eemma,I'mverysorry.Iwouldn'twantto

riskmychildrenlosingyou.I'lltrytobehave

appropriately.

Rethabile: Thankyou

Hesighedandleanedback,whatan



embarrassmentsoshesawthat?Howthehellwas

hegoingtoeverfaceher?

HelookedatthetimeanddialledTiana...

Tiana:Hello?

Hope:HiTia,it'sHope...Wemetthismorningat

William'sHotel

Tiana:(smiled)Ohyeah...Irememberyou.Howare

you?

Hope:I'mgood...Ihopeididn'tinterrupt

Tiana:No,stillonmylunchbreak..

Hope:Great...Canwehavedinnerthisevening?

Tiana:Sure,timeandplace?

Hope:YoucalltheshotsI'llpickthecheque..

Tiana:(laughed)Lagoon,7pm...

Hope:Good...I'llcallthemandmakeabookingthen

I'llsendyouthetablenumber.



Tiana:Sweet..

Hope:Alright,seeyoulater.

Tiana:Bye

Hehungupandleanedback,butRethabile's

messagewasstillatthebackofhisheadandthe

morehethoughtaboutthemoreshamefulitgot,in

factembarrassing...

AtRain'sHouse...

MeanwhileRainpulledintothedrivewaywitha

bunchofflowersonthepassengerseatwithanote

fromLeruo,sheleanedbackandsighedrestingher

head.Herphonerangthenshelookedatherscreen

first,forsomereasonshejustdidn'tfeellike

spendingthenightwithLerumoagain...ThankGod

itwasherKenyanfriend..



Rain:HiAnya

Anyango:Heyyou...Isthisabadtime?

Rain:No,what'sup?

Anya:Youseemedabsentmindedtoday...

EverythingOK?

Rain:Myhusbandwantsadivorce,iexpecteditthe

dayifoundoutI'mpregnantandwhenhedidn'ti

knewitwouldcomebutnowI'mhurt...Ievenmiss

him...Thehouseisquietwithoutthem...I'm

thinkingaboutallthelittlethingshedoesforme...

HavingLerumooverwherethereisnoroomservice

orhismaidwasjustaneyeopener,theguyisjust

annoying...Imeanheisniceandallbut...Imean..I

wanthimtobehappybecauseI'vehurthim...Idon't

seehimgettingoverthisbutatthesametimeI

wishihadn'thurthimlikethat..Notwithababy.

Anya:Idon'tthinkyou'llevermaketheright

decisionforaslongasyoudon'tknowwhoyou

wantbetweentheseguys...

Rain:IknowwhoIwant,I'mjustafraidtoconvince

myselfthingswouldeverbethesame...I'mafraid



myhusbandisgoingtohurtmeifI'mfoolish

enoughtobelievehe'dforgivemeforbringinga

child...Istilldon'tknowhowIfellpregnant,Iwasso

careful...Lerumoprobablypulledoutthecondomor

something...Ididn'twanttoembarrassmyhusband

likethat.AndtodayLerumosaidhimandhisfriends

laughathimfortakingcareofJunior...Thisright

hereturnedmeoff...Imaginesomeonesaying

somethingsomeanaboutsomeonewhotakescare

ofhischild....Iwassohurt,thisstatementruined

myday.IfeellikeI'vedegradedhimbeyond...

Anya:Butifheclaimedhimashiswhynotgive

thingsatry?Idon'tgetit...Whynotdropeverything

andgotry.Ifitworksoutfine,ifnotgood.

Rain:Iwanthimtofindagoodwoman...I'mnot

worthit...

Anya:Canyoupleasejustgohomeandtry?Doyou

loveLerumo?

Rain:Afterhisstupidremarkaboutmyhusband's

kindnessdefinitelynot...

Anya:Canyougohome?Evenifitsjustforafew



days.

Rain:ThewayiknowHopehealreadyhasanother

woman

Anya:Ifhedoesn't?

Rain:Idon'tknow...Iobviouslywon'tfightoract

likeabitterexwifebecauseIdrovehimintoanother

woman'sarms..I'lljustleave.

Anya:Goodgirl...That'stheattitude...Ifhehas

movedonthengoodyougivehimapeaceful

divorce.

Rain:Hewantsustodividethings50-50butidon't

wanthismoney.Ifeelitstheleasticando...Iwant

70-30even80-20justsoicaninvestmysharefor

thechildren.I'mashamedtowalkawaywithhalf

aftercheating..

Anya:Iunderstand,discusthiswithhim..Andmake

thingsclearwithLerumo.

Rain:Yeah,true

Anya:Talklater

Rain:Bye



Shehungupandgrabbedtheflowers,shewalkedin

thehouseanddroppedtheminthebinthenshe

walkedtothebedroompressingherphonebooking

aflight,shegotinthebedroomandpackedher

bag...

AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthateveningHopeparkedatthegateandtook

adeepbreath,hestillcouldn'timaginehowhe

wouldlookRethabileintheeyesafterthatscolding

shegavehim..Sheprobablythoughthewassome

kindofpig,hestillcouldn'tfigureoutatwhichpoint

shenoticedhimorhowsheknewwhathewas

thinking...

Hesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedinthroughthe

gate..



Hewalkedinthroughthegaragedoorthenhe

noticedRethabilestandinginthekitchen,hewaited

untilsheturnedawaychoppingsomevegetables

whilehummingtothemusicthenhetookoffhis

shoestoavoidmakingnoiseandquicklyran

upstairswithouthernoticing.

Heopenedthebedroomdoorandgotinthenhe

carefullyclosedthedoorandchangedhisclothes.

Minuteslaterhesteppedoutwhilehischildrenwere

playingintheirroomthenhestoppedatthetopof

thestairsasRethabilepassedwithamop,hehid

behindthewallandpeaked,shewasgonesohe

hurrieddownstairsanddashedintothegaragethen

hewalkedoutandpacedtothegate.Hepressed

thebuttonclosingthegateandgotinthecarthen

hedroveoffashisphonerang...

Hope:Hello?



Victor:(laughed)Areyoustillstuckattheoffice

afraidtogohome?

Hope:Iwenthomeandchanged

Victor:(laughed)Itoldyoushewon'tsayanything...

Shejustwantedyoutostopdrooling.

Hope:Shedidn'tseeme,keamotshaba.Aftermy

datekeagorobalakoB&B,I'llcomehometomorrow

Victor:(laughed)Kanammeomotshabahela,she

won'tsayanything,ehedilekgangeo

Hope:Kgangkoorekeyagomolebajang,nnakea

swabamr...Idon'tknowifishouldpretendnothing

happened,likepretendthatconversationdidn'ttake

placeorishouldapologisebutthenwhathappens

whenilookather?Whatifkeadiragapesenekese

kgalemelelwa?

Victor:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveotshabamaidwa

gago...

Hope:Watshegaojamonateakere,goshapo

monna.I'malmostatthelagoon

Victor:sure,goodluck



Hehungupandtookadeepbreaththenhepulled

intotheparkinglot...

InsideTheLagoon..

MinuteslaterHopefixedhisjacketashewalked

pastseveraltablesandheadedtothetablesbythe

stagewhilealivebandplayedjazz.

Tianasmiledashepulledthechairandsatdown...

Hope:SorryI'mlate...Hadissuesathomeand

couldn'tgetchangedontime..

Tiana:(smiled)It'sok,ijustgotheremyself...What

issues?(lookedathishandsandnoticedthering

trackontopofthetattoo)Areyoumarried?Doyou

haveachild?

Hope:I'mgettingdivorced...(reluctantly)Ihave5



children...

Sheliftedhereyebrowssmilingthinkingheisjoking,

helookeddownandtookadeepbreathaswaitress

walkedover...Heseemedserious...Hewasactually

serious!

Waitress:Goodevening,mayigetyourorders?

Hope:Um...Redwine...Willcallyouafterhavinga

lookatthemenu.

Waitress:(toher)Anythingforyou?

Tiana:Givemeaminutedarling

Waitress:Yesma'am..

SheturnedandwalkedawaythenTianalookedat

him..

Tiana:All5withyoursoontobeexwifeordifferent



mothers?

Hope:2fromdifferentmothersand3withmysoon

tobeexwife...

Tianalookedawayindisbeliefandscratchedher

headspeechless..

Hope:Whataboutyou?

Tiana:Idon'thavekidsyet...

Shesighedandpickedherphonelookingatthe

blankscreen..

Tiana:(smiledpolitely)Ihaveanemergency...Can

wedothissomeothertime?

Hopebithislowerlipsmilingandnoddedin

agreementasshepickedherhandbagandwalked



away.Heknewthiswouldhappen,hejustdidn't

expectthisdatetolastlessthan2minutes...The

waitresswalkedoverwithhiswineandputitonthe

table,hepickedtheglassanddrunkthewholething

oncethenhehandedherthenoteandstoodup.

Hope:Keepthechange..

Hewalkedoutandgotinthecarthenhereversed

anddroveoffdiallingacarrental...

SomewhereinMaun...

LaterthatnightHopedrovetherentedcaralongthe

roadwith4packsofcondomsonthepassenger

seat,hereachedoverandputtheminthe

compartmentthenhepressedthevoicerecorderfor

hisinnocencejustincase,herolleddownthe

windowasheapproachedagroupofwomen

standingonthesideoftheroadinminiskirts...



Hestoppedandtheyallwalkedovertohiscarand

leanedover...

Hope:Iwanttwo...Athickoneandskinnyone...

Agesbetween18and25...

Someofthematureladiessteppedbackastwo19

yearoldsandtwo20yearsoldsstoodthere...

Hope:Canyouturnaround?

Theyallturnedaroundashelookedattheirbehind..

Hope:Iwanttoseeyourbreaststoo

Theyliftedtheirtops..



Hope:(pointed)Wenalewena...

Thetwogirlsgotinthecarthenherolledupthe

windowsanddroveoff...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...

ThenextmorningRethabileknockedonHope's

roomandwalkedin,shestoodtheresurprisedthe

roomwasempty...Shenoticedhehadchangedhis



clothes,washeavoidingher?Ormaybehewas

cheatingonhiswifeandspentanightata

girlfriend'shouse?Afterthewayhelookedather

shewouldn'tbesurprised..

Still,shewasn'tsurewhattimehe'dbehomesoshe

pickedouthisformalwearandwentdownstairsto

makehisbreakfast...

AttheB&B...

Meanwhilethetwoyoungwomenlaidoneontopof

theotherwiththeirS'sstuckouttotheedgeofthe

bedwhileHopedrilledthegirlunderneathwithhis

handoverthetopgirl,hepulledoutandshovedit

onthegirlatthetopwhiletheybothmoaned,he

steppedbackandpulledouttherubber..

Hope:Turnaround...



Theyallturnedaroundandgotoffthebedasthey

kneltbeforehimwhilehestrokedhim,hetookthe

othergirl'shandandputitoverhisveined

inheritancethenhepushedtheothergirldownto

theballs...

Hegrantedthrowinghisheadbackasafewdrops

spilledout...Sheleanedovertosuckhimbuthe

blockedherheadsoshewouldn'ttouchhisdick

withhermouth,insteadhewipedhismushroom

headontheircheeksandsteppedbackpickinghis

pants.....

Stillnakedhegrabbedhiswalletandcountedtheir

moneyastheywipedtheirfaceswiththetowel..

Hope:Here...

Theyquietlygotdressedandputontheirshoes

whilehestoodbylookingatthemthenheopened



thedoorforthem,theybothwalkedoutthenhe

closedthedoorandlocked.

HisphonereceivedamessagefromRain,actuallyit

wasapictureandhesatonthebedfrustrated

wonderingwhatitwasabout...Knowingwhat's

beengoingonitwasarelationshipquoteabout

howcheatingmenonlywanttotalkaboutyour

reactiontowhattheydidratherthanhowtheir

actionshaveaffectedothers,hewasn'tdoingthis

shitanymore,andifitwasoneofthesequoteshe

wasgoingtoblockheronceandforall,heclicked

anditwasapictureofherselfintheplanethena

messagepopped.

Wifey:Hi,pleasepickmeattheairportifyoucan.

Papasaidishouldn'ttalktohimorsetfootinhis

yard.Kekopaleaccommodation.

Alittlesmilestartedandhepunchedthebed

excitedly,hethrewthephoneonthebedandranto



theshowerwherehetookthemostrefreshing

showerofhislifewhistlingvirtuouswoman...

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutandgotdressedthen

hehandedtheroomkeysanddroveoffdiallinghis

uncle...

Katlo:Yeah

Hope:(smiled)Rainomotselengoeta...I'llbe

picking-

Katlo:Sowhyareyouexcited?

Hope:(stoppedsmiling)I'mnot

Katlo:Wayaka,icouldhearitfromyourvoice.

Kantethiswomanogodirileeng?Didyouforget

whatshedidtoyouandwhyyouhadtorunaway

fromUKinthefirstplace?

Hope:MmekanaRainisnotthatbad..Considering

that-

Katlo:Aeno,skatholaobuakaRainlenna...Ihate



herforallthebullshitshemadeyougothrough...

Completeyoursentenceoneore"I'llbepicking"

what?

Hope:Forgotwhatiwantedtosay..

Katlo:Don'tpickherfromtheairportifsheasked

you...Ayegotsewakesideniggayagagwe.Inever

thoughtokalebalasofast.Howcanyoubeexcited

abouthercoming?Sheisprobablycomingforthe

divorcesoshecangetyourmoneyandgospendit

withherboyfriendandtheirson...Sheiscomingto

gethersonakerelasttimeshesaidshewantshim.

Wapekanewena?

Hopesighedthoughtfully,itwasascarypossibility...

Katlo:Olebalajaakangwana,nowiunderstandwhy

youmanagedtospend2yearslettinghergetaway

withthis.ObatagoretenaolelajaakamosadiRain

atseremadiatsamaile...Osehemanaare?Keep

jumpingtoherrequestandlethermakeyoucry....

Yeahcryandshowherhowweakyou'rewhenit



comestoher,santseatsilegogotshameka...I

knowthisgenderverywell.Ablackwomenhave

blackhearts,ifyouthinkshewillunderstandwhat

painyouwentthroughyou'rewrong,sheisherefor

yourmoney.Theylovemoneytheydidn'tworkfor...

Hope:KantewhatdidIsaythatshowsI'mexcited?I

justsaidRainisontheway

Katlo:OtaanyelaHopekagoreyouwereexcited...

I'mtalkingaboutthetoneyouused.Iknowyou

Hope:Kantewatenegayanong?Iwasn'texcited

mr...

Katlo:SkabarobalaleRain,shewillgiveyouSTDs...

Yourexcitementistheresultoflackofsex,aslong

asyoudon'thavesexRainwilltoywithyourheart.

RainomborileandI'llneverlikeher...ibilegasa

thosealevirtuouswoman.Skabaintshwarela

mothoyoo...Lethertakeherbabyandleave.

Hope:Thereisaroadblockahead,willtalktoyou

later.



Hehungupandsighed....

AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningHopeparkedthecarandwalked

inwhilehischildrenwherehavingbreakfast,Tsothe

sliddownthechairandranoverasHopegotdown

excitedlyandpickedher...

Hope:(kissedher)Guesswhat?!Mommyiscoming!

Tsotlhe:(gasped)Mommyiscoming!

Tsaronastoodupholdingasliceofbreadsmiling..

Tsarona:When?

Hope:Thisafternoon....

HeputTsaronadownandwalkedinthekitchen



whereRethabilewaswashingthedishes..

Hope:(smiled)Hi,MrsMoilwaiscoming...Shelikes

pork,todayoapayepork

Rethabile:Eerra.

Hope:Shelikeslotsofsalad..Butyou'regoodat

thatsoitshouldn'tbeaproblem.Canyoualso

changemybedding?Shehasatendencytosmell

pillows

Heturnedaroundopeningthedoubledoorfridge...

Hope:Ihavetogetmuesliandyoghurt...Andlotsof

fruits.Shelikesasmoothie...

Rethabile:Sheisluckyiknowhowtomakedifferent

recipestsadismoothy

Hope:(laughed)Smoothywaitirelalennagankeke

rumiwa..Willyoucleanmyroom?



Rethabilesmiledlookingathimashecheckedthis

andthat,theexcitementinhisvoicewassosweet...

Somewomenaresolucky,nowshewasconvinced

shehadmasteredmarriedmen,hadsheplayed

alongwithhistemptationsshe'dbefeeling

discarded...You'dswearitwasn'tthesameman

thatundressedheryesterdayorevenavoidedher...

Hope:(checkedthetime)I'mlateforwork...Don't

forgettochangemybedding

Rathabile:Eerra

Hehurriedupstairsandgotdressedlookingat

himselfonthemirror,heleanedoverbrushinghis

hairandturnedhisfacesidetosidefeeling

handsome...Helickedhislipsandappliedmen'slip

balmbeforeputtingonhissuitjacketandfixinghis

tie...Hechangedhiswatch...Seehefeltmore

manlywithablackwatchthananythingelse...



Hesprayedperfumeoverhimselfandhurriedout,

forsomereasonthismorninghejustfeltlighterand

energetic...Couldbetheserviceoftheladiesofthe

nightorthepossibilityofRainfinallyseeinghow

seriousthiswasandturningthingsaround,itwas

possible...He'dbeentherebefore...

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff...

AtCj'sHouse...

Rere'sphonerangwhilesherakedtheyard,she

pausedandpicked...

Rere:Themmagivemeuptonextweek?I'llbe

gonebythen...I'mgoingtoShakawe...

Ella:Todowhat?

Rere:Pleasedon'ttellanyone...Idon'twantdrama,

I'mtryingtolaylowandrebuildmylife..Hope



offeredmeapositionasamanagerinShakawe.I

don'twanttodisappointhimandthisismyonly

opportunityofgettingbackonmyfeet.

Ella:Aommawhowoulditell?Youknowidon't

havefriends...

Rere:IknowI'mjustsaying..

Ella:GatweHopeandRainaregettingdivorced...ke

utwakaVictorakerethey'refriends.Apparently

HopeflirtedwithsomewomannamedKellyontheir

weddingnightandRainnevergaveHopeattention

sincethen...Gatwegaisebahevesexsincetheygot

married...Victorwon'tadmititbutidon'tthinkthat

darkskinnedbabyisHope'sson...

Rere:HelooksmorelikeRain..Soshecheated

becauseofafakenumber?Rainisunbelievable...

Butiunderstandwheresheiscomingfrom...Why

doifeelbadforruiningHope'slifewhenheistrying

tofixmine..

Ella:Whatdoyoumean?

Rere:IsenthimmessagesbutI'msurprisedshe

cheatedonhimbecauseHopemadeitclearhe



won'tcheatonhiswife...Istillhavesimcardya

teng..

Ella:Uhu,youwereKelly?

Rere:Yes..Hopedidn'tknoweitherbecauseiuseda

foreignerspicturesfromInstagram.

Ella:(laughed)Dramayalona!

Rere:Ifeelguilty..

Ella:Hewillbefine,hewillmeetanewgirlfriend.

Rere:IthinkhelovesRainkoorehelaitwouldbe

hardforhertobelieveitaftereverything.Ke

mathata...(Moffatcalledthenshesmiled)Ihavean

importantcallmmabye

Shehungupandpickedhiscallblushing...

Attheairport...

LaterintheafternoonHopepulledintotheparking



lotandadjustedtheseatlayingback...Hechecked

thetimeandsighedwaiting...

Henoticedhedidn'thavehisring,hecheckedthe

timeagainanditwasabout5minutesbeforethe

flightcouldland.Hestartedthecaranddroveout

diallinghisPA...

Him:Hello?

Hope:Givememyringinthelowerdrawer...I'llbe

intheparkinglotmogo5minutes.

Him:Ok.

Hehungupanddroveoff....

Insidetheairport...

MeanwhileRainwalkedoutoftheterminalpulling



herbigluggage,shelookedaroundforHopebuthe

wasn'tthere...

ShesatdownandclickedonWhatsApp,itwasn'ta

surprisethathedidn'tshowup,hehadevenblue

tickedheranddidn'tbothertorespond.Shedialled

herfather..

Mike:Hello?

Rain:Hello,I'mattheairport.Canyoucomegetme?

Mike:I'mstillangrywithyouRain.Idon'twantto

seeyouuntilI'vecalmeddown.You've

embarrassedme.

HecutthecallthenshesighedanddialledElla...

Ella:Hello?

Rain:Hi..Canyougivemearidefromtheairport?



Ella:Nnakemotsetsiakeremmanyana,ifyouand

Reredidn'thaveissuesshe'dpickyou.

Rain:Nothanks.

Ella:IsthisaboutHopemakingheramanagerof

thepharmacy?

Rain:Sheisamanager?(chuckled)Wow...Whyam

isurprisedthough.Anywaysthanks

Ella:Gabajolethemma...

Rain:Bye

Shehungupandwalkedoutthebuildingas

Lerumo'svideocallcamethrough...

Rain:Hello?

Lerumo:Whydidn'tyoujusttellmeyou'regoingto

Botswana?Whydoifeellikewearesuddenly

growingapart?

Rain:I'mnotinthemoodforarguingLerumo,ijust

arrivedandidon'thavecoinsforataxi,idon'teven



knowwhereI'mgoingtosleeptonightbecause

Hopeisbusywithhisbabymamanowonderale

busykadivorce.

Lerumo:Mybrotherwillcomegetyou,youknowhe

worksnearby.Letmecallhim,asfor

accommodationIcanpayforawholeweekinthe

hotelsoyoucanwrapupissuestsadivorceand

comeback.

Rain:It'snotlikeican'taffordthehotelmyself,ijust

thoughtI'llsleepwhereI'llbeabletoseemy

childrenfreely...

Lerumo:Fornowlet'sfocusonmybrotherpicking

youandcheckingintoahotel,wewillseetherest

later.Ok

Rain:Ok...

Lerumo:Bye

ShehungupandturnedtotheItalianrestaurant

oppositetheairport,shetookaseatoutsideunder

thegazebo,awaitresswalkedoverwithamenuand



sheorderedadrink...

MinuteslaterLerumo'sbrotherwalkedoverand

smiledastheyshookhandsthenhesatdown...

Him:Howareyou?

Rain:I'mgood...I'mwaitingformydrinkthenwe

cango.

MeanwhileHopedrovebywithhiswindowdown,

beforeturningtotheairporthecaughtaglimpseof

Rainchattingwithanotherman,hepulledintothe

parkinglotandwaitedwatchingthem,awaitress

handedheranexoticdrinkthenthecouplewalked

awayasthemancarriedherbag.

HesteppedoutandwalkedtowardsthecarasRain

gotinthefrontseatwhilethemanputherbagin

theboot...



Hopewalkedtothepassengerseatandopened

Rain'sdoor..

Hope:I'mhere...Let'sgo.

Themanwalkedtohissideandpushedhimback

tryingtoclosethedoor..

Him:Siakoo...Whatareyoudoing?

*

*

*

*

*
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Rainsteppedoutofthecarandgotbetweenthem..

Rain:It'smyhusband,thanksforofferingmethe

ridebutI'llbegoingnow.

Theguysglaredatoneanother,Rainopenedthe

bootandpulledoutherbag.Hopelookedatthis

guyashesmiledandlaughedbeforegettinginhis

caranddrivingoff,hewasn'tsurewhatthat

mockinglaugherwasaboutbutitsurefelttoo

personal...

Rain:Ididn'tknowyou'recomingbecauseyou

didn'treplyme.

Hope:Whoishe?

Rain:Iwassittingovertherehavingadrinktryingto

figureoutwhotocallthenhecameoverandwe



talked,heofferedmearideandaccepted.

Hope:Didyougivehimyournumber?

Rain:No.

Hope:Letmehelpyouwiththat...

Hopecarriedherbagtothecarandputitinthe

backwhileshesatinthefront.Hegotinthecarand

sighedlookingatherthenheleanedoverand

huggedher,shehuggedhimtighterandtookadeep

breath..Gettingangrywouldn'tbeofuse,shedidn't

evenhavetherighttobeangryaboutwhoHope

choosestomoveonwith.Sheglancedathishands,

atleasthewasstillwearinghisring..

TherewassilenceasHopedrovethecar,fora

momenthewasn'tsurewhattosay...

Hope:Thechildrenmissedyou..

Rain:(smiled)Icanimagine..Imissedallofyou,the



housewastooquiet..Youneverknowwhatyou

haveuntilitsgone...It'sactuallytruething...

Everythingirritatedme..

Helookedatherandsmiledthenhekeptdriving...

Hope:Doyoumindifwegoforadrivethisevening?

Iwantustotalkaboutsomething...Thereis

somethingimportantIwanttotellyoubutiwanta

quietplacewithoutthechildren.

Rain:Ok..

Minuteslaterhedrovethroughthegateandintothe

garagethenhepickedherbagandtheywalkedin

thehouse.

Rain:CanyoubelieveI'veneverreallybeeninside

yourfather'shouse?

Hope:Really?



Rain:Yeah....Itsbeautiful...I'veonlybeentoyour

mother's...Thisoneishuge...

Hope:Yeah,itsbigger,alltheroomsarebigger...

Thereisevenaplayroom.Myfatherwasgoingto

convertitintoagameroombutthetrialhappened

and...Youknow...Myfatherwasplanningon

havingalargefamily...Eachbedroomwasgoingto

haveanowner..

Rain:Youwouldhavebeenagoodbigbrother...

Hope:Thanks...

Theywalkedinthelivingroom,Rain'seyeslanded

onanunfamiliarwoman'sroundbottomandhips

fillinghergraytracksuit,sheneverseenanyone

looksosexyinasimpletracksuit,theyoungwoman

turnedaroundandtheireyesmet,Rain'sheart

skipped,therewasnowayHopecontrolledhimself

aroundthisgirl...Ifhewasn'tdivorcingforRereit

wasforthisone...ButknowingHope,itwas

definitelythisone...Hewouldn'tgoforReresimply

becauseshedidn'thavethatpeacehelikesina



woman...

Hope:(smiled)RethathisisMrsMoilwa...Babethis

isRethabile...Sheisthehelper..Sheisahard

worker...Shelovesthekidsandtheyloveher...She

isagoodcookand...(smiledlookingatRethabile)

Sheissomature...

Rethabilesmiledlookingdown,iftherewas

anythingshe'dleantaboutHopeisthathewasa

straighttalker,somethingcommoninmostmen..If

onlyheknewthatnowomanwantstohearherman

complimentanotherwomanwaytoomuch,now

thiswasawkwardandshedidn'tknowwhattosay...

RainlookedatHopeashesmiledlookingatthis

maid,yeah,helikedher...Ifhehadn'tsleptwithher

alreadyhewasgoingtodoit.Rainputonasmile

andshookhandswithRethabile...



Rain:Nicetomeetyou

Rethabile:Nicetomeetyoutoo,I'vebeenwaitingto

meetyou...

Rain:Isthatso?

Rethabile:Yeah,gomonateoberekafamilyya

motholekilelakopana...I'vebeenanxioushoping

mongwalelwapawilllikemebecausetotaha

gontsejaanakewenabosoyame.

Rain:That'strue...Wherearethechildren?

Rethabile:Upstairs,sleeping

Rain:Atthistime?

Rethabile:I'vemadeascheduleforthem,theynap

intheafternoonfortwohours.

Rain:Isee..

Hope:Letmetakethisupstairs..

Hopelefttheladiesandhurriedupstairswithher

bag,RainlookedatRethabileandsighed...



Rethabile:Imadeyousomethingtoeat...

Rain:I'llneedabathfirst..

Sheturnedwalkingtothekitchenandcheckedthe

food,shewasaindeedagoodcook...Women!She

probablywentalloutknowingthey'regoingthrough

aroughpatchanddivorcing,probablycouldn'twait

tofallpregnantandstartcallingtheshots.Theway

Hopelookedatheradmiringly,thecomplimentsand

howmuchhethinkshecantrusther...

MeanwhileRethabilestoodbyasshewalkedpast

herandwalkedupstairs,MrsMoilwadidn'tlikeher...

Shelookedatherclothestomakesureshewas

dressedproperly,sheknewverywellmarried

womenwereveryparticularaboutthewaythemaid

dressesaroundtheirhusbands...Butshewas

wearingpantsandanuglytop,shestillhadherhair

bonnetwhichsheverymuchpreferredwheninthe

kitchen...Butthenmaybesheoverthinking,some



peoplejusthardlysmileandmaybeshe'dgetused

toher...

Shecarriedoncleaningandpickingupthe

children'stoys...

MeanwhileRainslowlypushedthedooropenand

smiledlookingatallthechildrensleepinginthe

playroom...EvenPillarwasthere,ithadbeena

whilesinceshe'dseenPillarandshewassogrown

up.Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedbacktothe

masterbedroomwhereHopewastakingoffhis

clothes...

Shesatonthebedandsighedlookingathim..

Rain:DoyoulikeRethabile?

Hopeturnedaroundandsmiled..



Hope:Yeah,sheisahardworkerandshecan

handlethechildrenverywell...Allofthem,sheeven

teachesthemjustlikeyou..Shedidearlychildhood

sosheisintoschoolthings..Youshouldseethe

thingsshewroteforthekidsintheirrooms.She

wrotevowels,lettersandnumbers...Shedoesalot..

Rain:(lookinginhiseyes)Idon'tmeanthatkindof

liking..Sheisbeautifulandshehasanicebody..

Youcan'ttellmeyoudidn'tnoticesheisvery

beautiful.

Rain:Iknowsheisbeautiful...Anyonecanseethat

butithasnothingtodowithme...

Rain:Sogaiseomoeletse?

Hopeturnedawayandcarriedonunbuttoninghis

shirt...

Hope:Can'twejustbepositiveforonce?Youwere

abouttogetintoanotherman'scarbutididn'tdrag



itorputyouunderpressure...Ichosetotrustyou.

Rain:Haveyousleptwithher?

Hope:No,andI'mnotgoingto.Rethabilehas

principles...Shewouldn'tletmeevenifitried.She

isaduplicateofourpreviousmaid,younever

botheredmeabouther,whykaRethabecauseyou

knowIdon'tsleepwithnannies

Rain:Shewasn'tthisbeautiful...Youpickedher

basedonherbeauty..

Hope:Notreally...

Rain:Ok,let'sdropit.

HopeturnedawayandpickedaTshirtthenheputit

on..

Rain:Idon'tlikeher

Hope:Why?

Rain:Ijustdon'tlikeher,naturalhate.Idon'twant

hernearyou..Butthenit'snotmydecision,you're



leavingmesoiguessmyopiniondoesn'tmatter

becauseitwillbeyouandher...totannaafter

everythingI'vedoneinUKicannotcomplainabout

anything...EvenyoumakingRereofallpeople...

Makingheryourmanager...Ihavenosayinyour

lifeHopeanditsOK.We'vehurteachotherwaytoo

muchwewouldn'tknowwheretostartfixingthis..

Hope:Ididn'twantustodiscussthishere...Iam

willingtolistenandfixwhatican..I'llspeakfor

myself..Iamwillingtodomypartbutweneedto

talkelsewhere,awayfromthechildren.I'velearnt

thiskaReregoretalkingaboutseriousissues

needstimeandplaceotherwiseyoufightinfrontof

thechildren.

Rain:Ok..

Shestoodupandtookoffherclothesthenshe

walkedinthebathroomandclosedthedoor.Hope

satonthebedandsighed...

Herphonerang,heturnedaroundlookingatitfora



fewsecondsresistingthetemptationtopickthat

videocall.Thebathroomdooropened,Rainquickly

steppedoutwipingfoamoffherfaceandgrabbedit.

Sothisguywasstillinthepictureandcalling

anytime,thekindofbehaviourRainthinksshewill

bringinthishouse!Ragebrewinsideashisheart

raterose,buthesilentlycountedupto10toavoid

losinghistemper.Rainrejectedthecallandturned

aroundwalkingaway,hecaughtaglimpseofher

blockinghimthensheclosedthedoor.

Hewalkedoutandheadedtothestoreroomwhere

hegrabbedhisdufflebag,hesquattedand

unzippeditcheckingifeverythingwasinsidethen

hewalkeddownstairswhereRethabilewassitting

onthecouch...

Hope:Wearegoingoutforafewhours,myphone

mightbeoff,I'mgoingtomyfather'sranch..The

lasttimeIwenttherethenetworkwasreallypoor.

Rethabile:Eerra



Hope:Butitsaprivateproperty,notmanyknow

aboutitexceptclosefamilyandfriendssoyoucan

justsayI'mnothomeifanyoneislookingforme.

Rethabile:Eerra

Hopegrabbedthedoublecabkeysandheadedto

thegaragewhereheloadedthebagandstartedthe

car.

MinuteslaterhewalkedbackupstairswhereRain

wasgettingdressed,hesatonthebedwaitingfor

hertofinishup.Shefinallyfinishedandtheywalked

downstairs...

Hope:Ratswa

Rethabile:Eerra...

RainandHopegotinthecarthenhedroveout...



Hope:It'salongdrivesoweneedtobuysnacks

anddrinks

Rain:Ok..

Therewassilenceinthecarashedrovetothemall,

theygotoutandwalkedinthenlaterwalkedout

withplastics.Stillnoneofthemspeaking,they

loadedeverythingandgotinthecarthenHope

droveoff...

AboutanhouroutofMaunthetrafficreducedandit

seemedtheonlycarsontheroadweregetting

readyforlongdriveslikehim...

Rain'sphonevibratedandshelookedatitand

rejectedthecall,Hopeglancedatherwhiledriving,

heturnedhisheadlookingather...Apartofhim

wantedtoslapherrightonthefacewhilesheisstill

pressingherphone,buthesilentlycountedslowly

andgrabbedabottleofwater,hedrunkhalfofit



andputitdownthenheglancedather.Sheputher

phonefacedownandsighed...

Hope:Lerumokemang?

Rain'sheartskipped,sheturnedandlookedat

him...buthiseyeswereontheroadthoughhehada

seriouslook.

Rain:Heisacolleague..

Hope:Whycan'tyouanswerhim?Heistryingto

talktoyou,hehasbeencallingnonestopsinceo

thapakganteleuptonow,withdifferentnumbersle

gone.

Shekeptquietwithherphonefacedown,Hope

reachedoverherlapandturnedthescreenup,it

wasstillringingjustthatitwasonsilent...



Hecheckedhismirrorsforthetrafficandpulled

overtothenexttree,heturnedthecaroffthenhe

turnedlookingather...

Hope:Rainwaitsegoregakepalelwekegogobetsa?

Rainlookedathimandswallowed...shenever

forgothowRerelookedonthosepictures...

Rain:Iknow...

Hope:Don'tprovokemelikethatautwa?Icry

becauseyouhurtmeandidon'twanttotakeout

thatpainonyoubutyou'regoingtoofar.Ketago

betsagoreonkileforever...Ifwearegoingtowork

onthismarriageyouhavetobeserious,doyou

knowtherealreasonwhyiwantedyoutocome

backtoAfrica?

Rain:No

Hope:Becausekebatagogoagakelefree.Trust

meicanbeverycruel...Youdon'twanttoseethat



sideofme.Iwillimprisonyousoyoucanthink

clearly...Pleasedon'tletthatdarksideofme

surface....Trustmeyou'rebetteroffseeingmecry...

Mytearsaredrying...They'vedried....Ifeelsorryfor

youbecauseyouwouldn'tbedoingthisifyouknew

whatawaitsyoushouldyoukeepthisbehaviour

going.Arabamothowagago,itmightbethelast

timeyou'rehearinghisvoice...Talktohim...tsenya

loudspeaker.

Herhandsshookasshepickedthecallandputhim

onloudspeaker...

Rain:Hello?

Lerumo:Babewhat'sgoingon?

Rain:Pleasestopcallingme,I'mdonewithyou.My

husbandandiareworkingonourmarriage.

Shehungupandblockedthisnumbertoo,Hope

tookherphoneandswitcheditoffthenheputinhis



pocketanddroveoffwithoutaword...

*

*

*

*

*
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Attheranch...

Rain'ssnappedoutofhersleepasthecarshook,

shesatupproperlyasHopegotoffroaddriving

alongthegravelroadandparkedinfrontofthe

Ranch,theplacewassilentandwaytoofaraway

fromeverythingandeveryone,shereadtheold

boardwritten,"ThisisaprivatepropertyofChance



Moilwa,notrespassingallowed.Donotenter

withoutpriorarrangement,enteratyourownrisk."

ShekindofknewHopeprobablyinheritedhis

father'sbigranchbecausehermothertalkedabout

herexperienceinthisfarm,butHopehadnever

broughtituporevenbroughtherhere...

Shewatchedhimunlockingthegate,thegatehad

about4padlocks,shelookedtotheleftandthe

fencewasendlessthensheturnedtotheright

again,thefencewasendlesstoo...ifHopewanted

tokillherhewasfreehereandnobodywouldknow.

Hopegotbackinthecarandshesmilednervously,

hejustglancedatherwithoutsmilingbackand

droveinthenhesteppedoutandclosedthegate.

Nowthatshewasthinkingaboutitshecouldn't

understandwhyshe'dcheatonHope,shecould



havejustlefthimifshedidn'ttrusthimtobe

faithful...Orgivetheirmarriageachanceespecially

whenhehimselfkepthispromisesoffaithfulness

andnotgettingviolent.Shelookedatthesandy

roadasthefourwheelerengineroaredthroughit,

brancheswhippedthecaralmosthittingherbut

Hoperolledupthewindowsandkeptdriving,she'd

neverseensomuchsandshethoughtthey'dget

stuckbuthedrovethroughthesandlikeitwas

nothing...Evenifsheescapedfromtheranchhouse

andstolethecarshewouldn'tdrivepasthere...And

itwasscarythatHopehadstoppedtalkingsince

Lerumo'scall.Shewasn'tsurewhatwasgoingonin

hismindandsheglancedathim,heturnedlooking

atherwithaseriousfaceandshequicklylooked

away...

Rain:Ijustwanttoapologiseforeverything...I

didn'twanttodisrespectyou...Istartedcheating

becauseithoughtthat'showthingswouldbeinour

marriage.Iwassotiredofbeingonthereceiving

end..Ialsowantedtounderstandwhypeoplecheat



becausebeforethatI'veneverthoughtabout

cheatingyou,ididn'twantanyothermanbutyou...I

wantedtounderstandwhyyoucouldwantmeand

anotherwomanatthesametimeregardlessofhow

wellbehavediwas.

Hope:Didimalaotogaontenabecauseifthatwas

youronlyreasonyouwouldhavestoppedthe

minuteyourealisediwasn'tcheatingyouback...Ga

obuesepe..

Shetookadeepbreathandsighedastheroadkept

going,foramomentshecouldn'ttakeitanylonger,

thenthesendendedandtheydroveonthenow

darksoil...Properlyclay...Ontheleftwasa

waterholewhereawarthogwasdrinkingwater

surroundedbysomebirds...

Rain:Therearewildanimalsinhere?

Shecouldtelltherewerebutshejustwantedto



makeaconversationandgethimtotalksohecan

calmdownbeforetheyreachthehouse,probably

herprisonforGodknowswhen...

Hope:Someanimalshappenedtobeinwhenmy

fatheracquiredtheland,theyhavemultiplied

becausethey'resaferinsidesothey'reallover...I'll

showyouaroundsomeothertime..

Rain:Ican'twait...

Heturnedandlookedather..

Hope:Doyoumeanthatoryou'resayingitbecause

youthinkI'mangrywithyou?

Rain:(laughed)Ireallymeanit...ButI'malsotrying

tocalmyoudownbecauseidon'twantyoutobeat

me..

Hope:IfI'mnotbeatingyouit'sbecauseichoose

nottoandiknowhowtostopmyselffromlosing

mytemper.Ifieverbeatyoutabeketsayagoreit's



theonlychoiceihaveafterexhaustingeverylogical

actionicanthinkof.Ifihaveplanstobeatyouhere

thenI'mgoingtodoitwhetheryou'renicetomeor

rude,keagogobetsahelabecausetabekesago

beletsewhatyou'redoingnowbutwhatyoubeen

doingwantshwara?

Rain:Yesbabe...Ido...

Hesloweddownasheapproachedyetanothergate,

butfromthisgateshecouldseethedoublestorey

house...Itwasn'tbuiltbricks,justwoodbutitwas

paintedwhite,thewindowswerebeautifulandshe

couldseeoutdoorchairsandatablewithahuge

umbrellaonthebalcony...

Hopesteppedoutandwalkedtowardsthegate

whereheunlockedunlockedandpushedthesliding

gate,thisparticularfencewassecuredbythepower

andhadelectricwarninghangingonit.



Hopegotbackinsideanddroveinthenhegotoutto

closeagainassherolleddownthewindowlooking

atthehugelawnlayingfromheretothehouse...

Thesprinklersatthebackweresprayingrotating

around...

Hopegotbackinthecaranddrovealongthe

pavementheadingstraightforthedrivewayandin

frontofthegaragedoor.Hesteppedoutandclosed

thedoor...

Hope:Let'sgo...

Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoorstilllookingat

thishugehouse,itwasbeinginanotherword...

Threepitbullscamecharging,herheartskipped

andshescreamedtryingtoopenthedoor,she

finallyopenedandjumpedbackinthecarasHope

squattedandthedogsknockedhimdown,helaid



onhisbackstrokingthemexcitedlywhilethey

wiggledtheirtaleslickinghim...

Hope:ComehereTiger!Lookatyougettingbig....

(touchedanotherone)Soldier!(strokedtheothers

neck)Jumper!

Hefinallygotupandopenedherdoorwhilethe

dogsstoodbehindhim,shelookedattheirbig

headsheadsanditwaslikelookingatlions...She'd

neverseendogsgrowthatbig...

Hope:Comelet'sgo...

Rain:Theywillbiteme

Hope:Theywon't..

Rain:Theydon'tknowme

Hope:Truebuttheywon'tbiteaslongasI'mwith

you..



Thebiggestshookitbodyasthechainaroundits

neckclicked..

Rain:No

Hope:Babetheseareguarddogs,theyhavebeen

trained.Theyarebrilliant

Rain:They'repitbulls!

Hopesmiledlookingatherthenhestretchedhis

handoutreachingforher..

Hope:Takwano

Rainleanedawayfoldingherhand...

Hope:(smiled)Ok,letmecarryyouthen...Mme

kanagadilome..Takwanokegotsholetseee



Shemovedoverthenhepickedherupandturned

aroundasshehuggedhimwithherlegsand

wrappedherarmsaroundhisnecklookingatthe

dogsfollowingthem,hetookthefirststepofthe

woodenstaircaseandsheheldhimtightly.She

couldn'tevenrememberthelasttimeshewas

carriedlikethis,andeventhoughshewasn'tsure

whatwasgoingtohappenhereitjustfeltgood

beinginhisarmsagain...

Surprisingly,thehousewasn'tlocked,hejust

pusheditopenandwalkedin.Heputherdownand

closedthedoorthenhetookoffhisTshirt...

Rain:Wholiveshere?

Hope:Noone...Sitdown...

Shesatdownandpickedtheremotethenshe

switchedontheTV.Hopewalkedinwiththebag

andstoppedatthestairs...



Hope:Let'sgo..

Shestoodupandfollowedhimupstairswherehe

pushedtheotherbedroomdooropenandwalkedin..

Hope:Don'tgointothatroom.

Rain:Why?

Hope:Becauseifyougetinthereyou'llgoblind.

Heputdownthebagandsatonthebedtakingoff

hisshoes...

Hope:Takwano.

Shewalkedoverthenhemadehersitonhislap

beforetanglingtheirhandstogether...



Rainlookedathimandtookadeepbreath,hebent

downremovinghershoesthenhehetippedher

overdroppingheronthebedandgotbetweenher

legs...

Hetookadeepbreathlookinginhereyes

thoughtfullyandcaressedhercheekwithhisthumb,

heeyesfixatedonherlipsthenheleanedoverand

kissedherforeheadinstead...Hegotoffherand

pulledthechairthenhesatdownlookingather...

Hope:Situpstraight...Iwantustotalk...

Shesatupandfoldedherlegsfacinghim...

Hope:Iwantyoutobehonestwithme...Ipromise

youonething..Iwon'tbeangryorpunishyoufor

tellingmeapainfultruthbutisweartoGodifyoulie

tomeaboutanything...Anythingatall...Iwillknow,

I'llhurtyouandI'llleaveyouinthisplacefora



wholemonth...Trustmeyoudon'twanttobealone

inthisisolatedareabutiwilldoit.Thosedogs

won'tletyouout,youwon'tgothroughtheelectric

fenceorevenreachthemaingate...AutwaMrs

Moilwa

Rain:Yes...

Hope:WhodoyouthinkisJunior'sfather?

Rain:Lerumo.

Hope:AndLerumoisinUKright?

Rain:Yes

Hope:Iwantyoutostartfromtheverybeginning..

Tellmeeverythingandtellmewhatexactlyyou

want.I'maskingthisbecauseasmuchaspartof

mewantstoleaveyouiknowthatI'mnotthat

innocent...IknowI'vehurtyoubeforeandsoiwon't

sithereandstoneyouforcheatingwhenI'vedoneit

worseandlonger.Idon'twanttojudgeyou...Iwant

tohelpyouandmesowecanwalkoutofhereand

defendoneanotherfromanyone...BeitthisLerumo

guy,myfamilyhatingyou,yourfatherbeingso

angryatyou...Wecanhandleallthesepeopleas



longaswe'reonthesamepage.Ifwewantthe

samething...Idon'twantadivorcebecauseistill

loveyou..Alsoiknowyoucanlovemefullyeven

aftercheating...Why?Becauseevenafterhavinga

childwithOrefeistillloveyouplusididn'tplanto

knockherup.Itjusthappenedareshestopped

takinghercontraceptivesbutshedidn'ttellme...

Withyouiknewwhatiwasdoing,allourchildrenke

badirilekabomo...Cjgakemmalebecausehewas

arevengeiwashighandI'veneversleptwithElla.

You'renotabadpersonforcheating,iruinedyour

weddingnight...Andyoucouldn'ttrustme...I

pushedyoutthesemistakes...Ihavebeenpatient

andithinkyou'veenjoyeddishingoutmykarma.

Nowwehavetofixthisfamily...Wehavechildren

andwemadevows....Ifyoustillwantthisfamily,if

youstilllovemeyouneedtostartbytellingmethe

truth...Evenifyouthinkitwillhurtme.Itsyourturn

totalk...

Rain:ImetLerumothedayweleftforUK...We

chattedonlineandweeventuallyagreedthathe



shouldmovetoUK.Heisadoctorandhehasa

daughter..Hemovedandwestartedseeingeach

other.Wehadbeenusingcondomsallalongsoi

don'tknowhowigotpregnantorwhen...Wheni

foundoutI'mpregnantiknewyou'dleavemesoi

convincedmyselfiwasn'tgoingtocryforyou.I

wantedtodistancemyselffromyouand

disconnect..Ispenttimewithhimandwenamed

thebabyShawn...we'dspendnightsinhishouseas

afamily,taketripsaroundUKandhavefun.I

thoughtiwashappybutatthebackofmyheadi

knewihadanotherfamilywithyouandiwasn't

completelyhappy.Ifeltguiltyaftereveryfun...But

afteryouleftwiththechildrenistartedseeinghis

truecolors...Idon'tlovehim,imissedyouandthe

children...Ifevertherewerefeelingsforhimthey

disappearedwhenhetoldmethathesawyou

puttingCJasyourprofilepicture,hesaidhetooka

screenshotandsentittohisfriendsandthey

couldn'tstoplaughingatyouforsuchstupidity..

Tearsfilledhereyesandherlipstrembledasshe



lookedathisbrokenface...

Rain:IknowI'vehurtyou,butembarrassingyou

amongstothermenandhavethemmakefunofyou

likethattoremeapart...

Sheputherhandsoverherfacecrying,helooked

downbitinghislip,sherubbedhertearsand

sniffledlookingathim...

Rain:Butthenidon'tknowwhyiamafraidtotrust

you'dforgiveme...Whenyoudidn'treplymei

thoughtyouwereignoringmeandLerumocalled.I

didn'ttellhimI'mcomingheretofixourmarriage...

Butheknowsthat'swhyicame,iwasstrandedand

triedtocallmyfatherbuthesaidno,thenicalled

Ellashecouldn'thelpbutshetoldmeRerehasbeen

madeamanagerandIassumedyou'regoingto

her...Iwashurtbutiunderstoodyoursituation...

Lerumocalledandhetoldmehisbrotherwould

pickme,whyididn'tjustgototheATMandcash



moneyihavenoideabutthat'swhenyouwalked

over..

Hope:Wasthesexgood?

Rain:No

Hope:Youwouldn'thavebeencheatingforsolong

withoutmissingme..

Rain:Itwasn'taboutsex,hemademefeelwanted.

Heknowshehasatinydicksohecompensatesfor

itwithgifts,takingmeout...Onealopelathataand

itmademefeelspecial.Withyouafteryour

cheatingwithRereirealisedI'mnotthatbeautiful

andyou'rewithmebecauseyouknowiloveyou...

Notbecauseyouloveme.I'mnotyourtype..

Hope:That'snottrue...Iloveyou,iwouldn'thave

toleratedallthesenonsenseifididn'tloveyou...I

didn'tcheatback,insteadiunderstoodandgave

youachancetobounceback...Sohowbigishis

dick?Behonest

Rain:It'ssmallerthanyours,againyou'remissing

thepoint...Eventhesexwasn'tgood...Ididn'teven

cum...Thewayhemademefeeliswhyicheated



forsolong.Takemyphoneandgothroughour

previousconversation,therewasatimewesent

eachotherpictures,heishalfyoursize...Iambeing

honest.

Hope:Youevensenteachothernudes...Wow...

Musthavebeensteamy!

Shelookeddownembarrassed,Hopeswitchedher

phoneonandclickedonthemediabetweenherand

himthenhescrolledthroughtheirnudes,hesighed

inreliefandswitchedoffthephoneagainbefore

turningaroundandlookingather..

Hope:Istillcan'tbelieveyouspent2yearsfucking

that,imustbeboringinbedforyounottomissme

notevenonce.

Rain:Imissedyou...

Hope:Amievengoodinbed?

Rain:You're...Please

Hope:Haveyoubeencummingoryoufakedit?The



moaning?Wasthatanact?Behonest,isuckright?

Rain:Youdon't...You'reexcellentinbed,thedickis

goodbutyou'renotromantic...You'rehonestlynot

romanticatall...

Hopelookedatherandswallowed...

Hope:Iamromantic..

Rain:You'renotromantic...Youhavelotsofmoney

butit'sjustsittingtherebecauseyoudon'tknow

whattodowithit,youhavehadthisplacebutnever

broughtmehereforaweekendgetaway,haveyou

evertakenmesomewhereforfun?Youcanafforda

triptothecaribbeanislandsbutyoudon'tdothat,

haveyouevereventakenmetoKasane?Victoria

falls?HowaboutapicnicinMaun?Moremigame

reserve?Whenlastdidyoubuymesomething

beautiful?Evenifitsalollipop?Todayyouliftedme

becauseIwasafraidofthedogsnotbecauseyou

feelI'mspecialenoughtobelifted...You'renot

romanticmothowamodimo,iloveyouforyoumme



helaromancekebonelamoFacebookonother

womenbaratiwakebannababone...Lerumoused

totakemeoutforfunactivities,weactuallydidn't

spendtimeinhishouse,wewentscubadivingand

skateboarding,onlyafterspendingtimewithhim

didirealiseidon'tlikehimijustlikedthethingswe

didtogether.Icheatedforromancenotsex...I

actuallyhadtopictureyoutogetthroughhisshitty

sexbuttheguywashellromanticandhemademe

feelspecial..You'renotromantic...Gakeitsegore

babaromanticbarutilwekemangbutyou'rebad...

It'samazingthataguycanbehandsome,havea

gooddickandmillionsandstillbeboring...

Hopewalkedoutandslammedthebedroomdoor

holdinginhistears,hegrabbedhisTshirtand

steppedoutthemaindoorthenhesatonthe

staircaseandpressedtheTshirtonhisfacecrying,

thedogsgotupandsniffedhimworriedly.Thedoor

openedthenhemovedtheTshirtandinnocently

strokethedog'snecklikehewasn'tjustcrying..



Rain:AreyouOK?

Hope:(clearumbotheredtone)Yeah,I'mgood.

Rain:I'msorryif-

Hope:It'sOK,iappreciateyourhonesty.

Withoutlookingatherhegotupandwalkeddown

thestairsstillholdingtheTshirt...

Hope:Keeta...I'mgoingforalittlewalk.

Rain:Ok...

Hereachedinthebackofthecaranddroppedhis

flip-flopsonthepavementthenheslippedhisfeet

inandwalkedawayasthedogsfollowedhim.

HeturnedlookingbackatthehouseandRainhad

gonebackinside,hecarriedonwalkingandhung

hisTshirtoverhisshoulderastearsfilledhiseyes.



HerubbedhimselfwiththeTshirtandtookadeep

breathdigestingeverythingshesaid...

*

*

*

*

*
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Attheranch...

HopeputonhisTshirtasheapproachedthe

woodenwatchtower,heclimbedthelongstairsand

reachedthetopwherehecaughthisbreathand

fixedhisTshirt,hepickedthebinocularsandwiped

theirlensesthenhecheckedthewholeranch



startingwiththehorsesandthesecondcottageat

thefarend,hezoomedintothelivingroomwhere

theTVwasplaying...

Heputdownthebinocularsandleanedoverthe

planklookingdownatthethickbushesthenhetook

outhisphoneandvideocalledRethabile...

Tsaronapickedthecallandgrasped..

Tsarona:It'sdaddy!?

Pillar:Letmesee

Pillargotthephoneandsmiled..

Hope:(smiled)WhyareyouansweringAuntie's

phone?



Pillar:Becausesheisbathing

Tsarona:Didyoupickmommy?

Hope:Yeahbutwewillcomehometomorrow...

Cj:Hidaddy

Hope:Heybigboy...How'smyman?

Cj:I'mgood...

Hope:Guyswhereisyourlittlebrother?

Pillar:Playingonthecarpet...

Hope:Caniseehim?Pressthebuttononthe

screen,theonethatshowsthecamera,itwillflip

andshowmewhat'sinfrontofyou..

Tsaronapressedandtheywalkedovertothebaby

whowasstandingbythecoucheatingasliceof

orange...

Hope:Alright,canyougogiveauntRethathephone?

Tsarona:Ok..



Sheranupstairspantingandpushedthebathroom

doorwhileRethabilestoodintheshower,she

blockedherkukuleavingherroundbreastsand

closedthetap...Hopequietlyrubbedhismouth

staringathernipples..

Rethabile:Tsaronabathong!Koorewenadoyou

everknock?

Tsarona:Butdaddywantstotalktoyou..

Rethabile:(gotthephone)Thanks,nexttimeknock

Tsarona:Okauntie,bye

SheclosedthedoorthenRethabilelookedatthe

screenandprobablynoticeditwasavideocall...

EverythingblackedoutasHopequietlywatched,

sheprobablyputthephonedown,secondslatershe

flippedthecameraandfacedhim,shehadwrapped

herselfwithatowelnow....



Rethabile:Hello?

Hope:Sorry,ididn'tknowyou'rebathing.

Rethabile:Galeabonasepeakere?

Hope:Nnalemang?(rememberedthiskindof

speaking)Ohkanaoratagodirisa"le"insteadof"o"

it'sweird,ididn'tgrowupspeakinglikethatso

sometimesigetconfusedwhenImeetpeoplewho

talklikethat.

Rethabile:Weusedtogetbitforusingsingular

whentalkingtoelders.

Hope:(laughed)Sokeeldersnna?

Rethabile:It'sjustasignofrespect..

Hope:(smiled)Ok,welltoansweryouIdidn'tsee

anything,justherlegs...Wantedtofindoutif

everythingisOK...Iclimbedawatchtower,thereis

nonetworkcoverageatthehouse...Thoughtmaybe

youmighthaveneededmeearlier.

Rethabile:Ohok,ididn'tcall.Wearedoinggreat...

Gorayagorelagolala?

Hope:Yeah...It'sthesecondtimeI'msleepingouto



setseolenosilebana...Gaoboigekeseo?

Rethabile:(laughed)Uhwithsomuchsecurity?No...

Hope:(smiled)OK....Anywaysijustwantedto

checkonthekids.Ihavetogobacktothehouse

beforeitgetsdark...

Rethabile:Ok.IfanythingneedsyourattentionI'll

justsendamessagesoyoucanreceiveitwhenyou

gotothetower.

Hope:Alright..Othokomelebongwanakethemma.

They'remyeverything

Rethabile:(laughed)Eerra...IbilePillarwastalking

abouttheplane.

Hope:(laughed)Thatremindsme,doyouhavea

passport?

Rethabile:Ido,ifithasn'texpired..

Hope:Checkit,I'mthinkingweshouldgomonth

end.

Rethabile:IsMrsMoilwacoming?

Hope:Weweren'tonspeakingtermswheni



plannedatripforthechildrenbutI'lltellher.

Rethabile:Ok...

Hope:OK...

AtHope'sHouse...

OntheothersideofthephoneRethabilestaredat

thescreenashetookadeepbreathandsighedwith

alongface,hedidn'tlookhappythoughhewas

excitedabouthiswife'sarrivalearlier...Andthat"we

weren'tonspeakingterms"finallymadethings

clearastowhyhehadbeenparentingalone...It

wasn'tjustthedistance,themarriageseemedto

havecracks...Whateveritwasshecouldtellhestill

lovedhiswife...Thatexcitementsaiditall...hegave

herWillSmith,Jadavibesbutthenwhatdidshe

knowaboutmarriedpeople...

Hope:(sighedandleanedbackrubbinghishead)

Ok,nowihavetogo...It'sgettingdarkaroundhere.



Rethabile:Bye

Shehungupandcleanedthebathroomthenshe

walkedtoherroomandgotdressed...

Minuteslatershewalkeddownstairsandpassedby

thechildrenwhiletheywatchedTV..

Rethabile:Anyonewantsafruit!?

All:(jumped)Me!Me!Me!

ShelaughedandpickedJuniorthenshestoodby

thecounterslicingfruitsforthechildren..

Pillar:Imissmymom..

Rethabile:Doyouknowhernumber?

Pillar:Yeah..

Rethabile:Takemyphoneandcallher



Pillar:Iwantwherebyiseeher

Tsarona:Videocall

Rethabile:Wehavetosendheramessagefirst

sinceshedoesn'tknowmynumber,peopledon't

justanswervideocallsunlesstheyknowthecaller.

Pillar:Ok...

Rethabilegotthephoneandsentamessage....

AtCj'sHouse...

MeanwhileOrefefixedhermakeupsittinginfrontof

thechestofdrawers,shestoodupandpickedher

dressfromthebedthensheworeitandputonher

heels...ForasecondshewonderedaboutPillar...

Thehousewasemptywithouther,butthenifshe

calledshe'dprobablyspoilPillar'smoodasshe

mightassumesheiscomingtogether...



Shereceivedamessageandturnedsmiling,must

havebeenMoffattellingherheisonhisway...But

itwasanunfamiliarnumber.

Number:Hi,Pillaraskedtovideocall.I'mtheir

nanny.

Reresmiledsurprisedthenthevideocallcame

through,shesatonthebedandsmiledasPillar

smiledfromeartoear...

Pillar:Himama....Imissyou...Don'tyoumissme?

Rere:(smiled)Ofcourseimissyou..

Pillar:(smiled)Wafosamama,mentaneosa

ncheke?

Rere:(laughed)Uhmmaakereyoudon'thavea

phone

Pillar:Thereisahousephone,auntieRethahasa

phone



Rere:Ididn'tknowauntieRetha'sphonengwanaka,

sorry..TomorrowI'llcallyou

Pillar:(laughed)OK...Onthwaagaletse?

Rere:(laughed)Kegoshwelegorechomza..

Pillar:Ifiaskdaddytobringmeoveryouwon'ttrap

methere?

Rere:(crackedlaughing)Never,crossmyheartand

hopetodie...

Pillar:I'llcomeseeyou,don'ttrapmethere,iam

goingonaplanetoNamibia...Daddyisgoingto

showmetheoceanthenwearegoingto

Madagascar...

Rere:Wow,ompakeledijotsaskgoathemma

Pillar:(laughedoutloudandlaidonthecouchlifting

herleg)mmh,I'llbringsomeforyou.

Rere:Whoareyougoingwith?

Pillar:Daddy,auntieRethalebonnake

Rere:(laughed)Heheheclererebarebonnake...Gao

roganeakerennana?



Pillar:Daddywouldkillme,Kwanogagoroganiwe

gobuiwakamaitseohela.

Rere:(laughed)Ehe...MmelennaI'llneverinsult

youmybaby.IwassowrongandI'llneverdothat...

Evenbeatingyouandstoppingyoufromvisiting

daddy.

Pillar:Wenawankokisawena?Sekantotelathe

mmawenakebatagopalamafly

Rerecrackedlaughingoutloudastearsfilledher

eyes,shesmiledlookingatheremotionally...

Rere:Themmantshepe...I'mtellingyouthetruth.

I'magoodmothernow,adultsmakemistakestoo

andI'mverysorry.

Pillar:Ok,kwanogomonategoremama.Auntie

Rethataughtmehowtoswim...I'llcomeandteach

yousowecanhavefuntogether

Rere:Okmybaby...Behaveandrespectauntie

Retharight?



Pillar:Yes,bye

Rere:LetmeseeauntieRetha..

Pillar:Ok...

Shehandedherthephone,Rereliftedhereyebrows

surprised...Shewasunbelievablybeautifulandit

gotworsewhenshesmiled...

AuntieRetha:Dumelang

Rere:Uhu,omontejangmosadiwamodimo

AuntieRetha:Thankyou...

Rere:Iwantedtosaythankyouforallowingherto

useyourphone.

ShetookascreenshotofRethaasshespoke...

AuntieRetha:you'rewelcome.

Rere:Bye



AuntieRetha:Bye

ShehungupandsentEllathepictures...

Rere:NthaoreHopewillresistthis

Ella:That'sthemaid?

Rere:Yup,

Ella:Monyanawatengomontegorenkaregase

maid,ibileannainamansionwagoglower

bothoko!

Rere: Shem,iwouldn'twantsuchbeautyinmy

houseifIwasawife.AnywaysIhaveadate,bye

Ella: Bye

Sheputthephonedownandputonlipstick,

Moffat'sheadlightsreflectedontjewindowthen

shestoodupandgrabbedherpurse,shestepped

outandlockedthedoorthenshehurriedtothe

gate....



AtElla'sHouse...

MeanwhileEllabreastfedthebabywhileVictorsat

ontheedgeofthebedpressingthelaptop...

Victor:Babelet'swatchamovie

Ella:Whydidn'tyoutellmeHope'smaidwas

beautiful?Nowonderheisdivorcing

Victor:Letmesee...Wenawarekeamoitse,ke

utuleeneHopeammokaabeammokahoo...

Hegrabbedthephoneandlookedatherpicture...

Victor:Kesnacknyana...Whyareyougossiping

withRere?Babethemmadon'tshareourthings

withherplease...Hopeismyboykeagokopa

Ella:Iwon't,relax..(smiled)OitsegoreKellyke



mang?

Victor:TheoneHopewasflirtingwith?

Ella:ItwasRerecatfishingHope

Victor:Kellywasfake?

Ella:Yeah...Shetoldmeitwasher,mmekanaare

HoperejectedhersoI'msurprisedRainactedout...

Victor:Ican'tbelieveRereplayedHopewhenheis

goodtoher...

Ella:Sheischangednow,giveherabreak...People

change...Weallmademistakesatonepoint.

Victor:Sheisfakebecauseshedidn'tapologiseand

Hopedoesn'tknowwhatshedid...Don'ttellthat

womanourbusiness.

Ella:Stophating...

Heputthelaptopdownandgentlypickedthebaby

asEllaputherbreastbackinherbra...



AttheRanch...

LateronRainknockedonthedoorshewasn't

supposedtoopen,sheleanedoverandpeaked

throughthekeyholebutitjustlookedlikeanyother

bedroom,shestraightenedupandgrabbedthelock

tryingtoopen,butitwaslocked.

Shewalkeddowntothekitchenandswitchedthe

lightson,itwasgettingdarkandHopewasn'tback

yet.Shegotinthekitchenandcheckedeverything

availablethenshemadethemsupper...

Minuteslatersheheardthedogsbarkingoutside.

Hopewalkedinandhuggedherfrombehindbefore

kissinghercheek...

Hope:.Diditaketoolong?

Rain:No...Hungry?



Hope:Yeah...

Hegrabbedapeeledcarrotandhoppedonthe

counterthenhetookabitelookingatherasshe

choppedvegetables...

Hope:Idon'tlikeveggiestsedislice'tsweng

bokima..

Rain:(paused)They'renotbigchops...Thisishowi

alwaysmakethem.

Hope:Rethabileodidirasmallerthanthatgapeshe

alwaystakesoutthatmiddlepartofthegreen

pepper,theonewiththeseeds...Shethrowsitaway.

Sheclenchedherjawsholdingaknife,Hopegot

downandgottheknife..

Hope:Letmeshowyouhowshedoesit...Thesalad

tastesbetterifyouchopsmallerpieces..



Shestoodbywatchingashechoppedintosmaller

piecesthenhewashedallthevegetablesbefore

puttingtheminthebowl..

Hope:Take...

Hehoppedbackonthecounterandcontinued

eatinghiscarrotwhilesheaddedotheringredients...

Hope:Aboutearlier...IfyousayI'mnotromantic

theniguessI'mnotbecauseishouldn'tdothingsi

considerromanticabekennaconvincedgoreI'm

romantic,insteadishoulddowhatmakesyou

happy...

Rain:Ok,that'sapositivewayoflookingatit.

Hope:Yeah,soI'llworkonthat...Isthereanything

else?

Rain:No,otherthanthatyou'reagreatfather...If



anythingyou'rethebest...You'relovingandyou

loveequally.Iappreciatethatyou'rethemostactive

fatherever..Youremindmeofhowmydadraised

me..

Hope:Thanks,aboutthat...I'mtakingthekidsto

Namibia,fromthereweareheadingtoMadagascar,

orwemightjustgostraighttoMadagascarandsee

Namibiaanothertime...I'mgoingwithallthe

children...

Rain:Icanimaginethechaoswearegoingto

experienceflyingwith5children.

Hope:You'recoming?

Rain:Youdidn'tincludeme?

Hope:IplanneditwhenyouwereinUKso...Butif

youwanttocomeit'sOK,justthoughtishouldtake

thekidsfirstthenyouandicantravelsomewhere

romanticwithoutthechildren'snoise.

Rain:Oh...AndRethabileisgoingright?

Hope:Shehastokeepaneyeonthechildren..

Rain:Itoldyouidon'tlikeRethabile



Hope:I'mnotgoingtofireherjustbecauseyou

don'tlikeher,I'mnotevensureifyou'llstillbewith

menextweekoramonthfromnowwhenanother

romanticguysweepsyouoffyourfeetandyou

leavemestrandedwithchildren.Kenalebanaba

bantsibaelenggoretheirinterestscomefirst...My

childrennolongercomesecond...They'refirst

prioritybecauseourrelationshipisnotconditional...

Idon'thavetobehaveinacertainwaytobeloved...

SeehowPillarlightensupwhensheseesme

despitemealwaysputtinghersecond?My

daughterstilllovesmeevenaftereverything...So

fromnowoneverythingsamjolocomesaftermy

children...They'repartofme,repackagelikethat

andiwantthemalltostaywithme.

Rainpausedholdingasaladdresserandlookedat

him...

Hope:Anywaystocompleteourprevious

conversation...Ithinkweshouldtalkaboutthings



youshouldworkontoo.Sofarwehaveestablished

thatI'mnotromantic...Doyouthinkyouhavethings

youneedtoworkon?

Rain:Um...

Hope:Allthethingsyoumentionedearlieraren't

reallyromantictome...butI'mgoingtodothemto

makeyouhappy...Ihavethingsiconsiderromantic

myself...Ifinditromanticwhenawomanprepares

meagoodmeal...Ilikefood...Notjustfoodbut

nicegoodlookingfood...Ilikeitwhenigetaskedifi

atesomething,askedifIwantsomemoreorjust

putextrainmyplateI'llfinishit.Ilikeitwhena

womancorrectsmeorpicksoutmyclothes

becauseI'mnotgoodatmatchingclothes,ilike

feelingrespected...Idon'tevenknowhowtoexplain

itbutrespectiseverything...You'renotthatbad

whenitcomestorespectthoughatleastbeforeyou

wenttoUK...themostimportantthingformeis

sex...Itmeanseverythingtomebutyou'reboring

whenitcomestosex...Idon'tknowifit'sbecause

youhavelowselfesteembuthavingsexwithyouis

depressing,you'rerigid,youcan'tbendyourback



properlyduringdoggystyle,youdon'tparticipate

thewayotherwomendoandit'shardtoeventeach

youbecauseyougetoffended...sometimesyouact

likeyou'redoingmeafavourtohavesexwithme...

Ican'tthinkaboutyouwhenI'mattheoffice

becausethereisnothatsparkinbed...Didyou

knowsomewomengototheofficetobringtheir

mensomethingtoeatandevengivethemsex?

Theygetsexwithoutaskingforit,they'resurprised

withsexbutnnahaesekelopela.Keutwamajita

babuahelaandicanneverdreamofthat...Lego

golelaabekegolelelagorepeloyagobataeseng

gorekejasengweseserileng...Sextotanekee

bonakogoRere...Icheatedbecauseshefuckedme

reallygood..Shedidroleplaying,itwasn'tabouther

beauty,onealemonate.Nekebonagorewatsenwa

mmegapekesenachoicebecauseshewasthe

onlyavailablesweetkuku...Itsomehowfelttight

eachtime,idon'tknowifitwasbecauseshewas

activekanajangbutdikukudidifferent...kogowena

nneelelovehela...Legonejaanaiamhurtka

Lerumobutican'treallysayiknowyougavehima

goodtimebecauseyoujustdon'thavethatthingin



bed...Yoursexisboringsoifyoucanworkonthat...

Imeanyoudothedressing,thelingerie?Perfectbut

problemistodeliver,yourbodyisstiff,gaoitse

womenontopibilewhenItrytohelpyoukego

ntshamotuningodiradiselehelathat'swhymost

ofthetimeitakecontrol...It'snotthatialwayswant

toit'sbecauseigetboredwatchingyouotolatola..

Raintearfullylookedathimthensheclenchedher

jawsandslappedhimbuthegrabbedherhand

beforeshecould...

Hope:Takeitlikealady...You'reboringinbed,work

onit..

Heputherhanddownandwalkedoutchewingthe

carrot...

Hope:Andpleaseshaveitconsistently,muffinga

bushykukusometimesmakesmechokebecause



moririomongweosalamoganong.

Sheturnedaroundandlookedathimashewalked

upstairs.

*

*

*

*
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Attheranch...

ThenextmorningRainwokeupfromthecouchand

foldedtheblanketshewaswearing,sheheadedto

thebathroomandfreshenedupthensheheadedto

thekitchenandmadeherselfbreakfast,shewashed



thepanandwipedthecounterclean,shegother

plateandsatonthecoucheatingandhavingjuice

withastraightface...

MeanwhileinthebedroomHopegotupandsaton

theedgeofthebedyawning,hewalkedinthe

bathroomandpeedthenhefreshenedupand

walkedout...

HeapproachedthecouchwhileRainwassitting

thereeating,heleanedoverandkissedhercheek

frombehind..

Hope:Goodmorning...

Shewipedhiskisswithherouterhandandkept

eatingwithoutaresponse,heleanedbackand

sighedthenhewalkedtothekitchenforhis

breakfast...Hecheckedthemicrowaveandlooked

aroundbuttherewasnothingsohewalkedbackto



thelivingroom..

Hope:Whereismybreakfast?

ShekepteatingwhilewatchingTV,tearsfilledher

eyesandrolleddownwhilesheate...

Hope:Soyoucantellmyflawsbutishouldn'ttell

youyours?

Sherubbedhercheeksandatewhilestaringatthe

screen..

Hope:Sosantseongadile?

Hewalkedoverandsquattedinfrontofherwithhis

armsovereachofherthighs,hishandsheldher

waistandherubbedherbackbeforeliftinghishand



andrubbinghertear...

Hope:(softly)Babe?Babewee?...I'msorryfor

beingrude...Kopagoreodidimaleabeompolela

gorewheredidigowrongsoicanapologiseand

neverdoitagain..

Shesniffledandkepteating,Hopetooktheplateoff

herhandandplaceditonthetablethenhestoodup

andpulledherup...

Hope:Babethemmabualenna...Youhaven't

talkedtomesincelastnightnowwehavetotalk...

Shelookedawayandrubbedhertearsholdingin

hercry,Hopecuppedherfaceandkissedher

foreheadthenhepulledhercloserlayingherface

onhischest,Rainburstintotearscryingoutholding

him,herubbedherbackandkissedherhair...



Hope:I'msorryforbeingrude...Youmustbevery

angrytotabecauseyouneverfailtodishformele

haotenegile...Sorrymothowame...(heturnedher

headandlookedatherreddish)Smilerketagoisa

CaribbeanIslands...Lehaokashenamahela...I'm

seriousaboutit...Bonadirajaakantšaatleastha

elegoresantseohupetse...hustlervacation

ngwanyananaarewaphazama?Oriana...Bona

Hedemonstratedaforcedsmilewithagrinandshe

turnedherheadawayputtingherhandoverher

faceasshelaughedwithtearyeyes.Helaughed

andhuggedher...

Hope:(laughed)Seethatwasn'thard...

Shesmiledshylythenhesatdownandputheron

hislapasshefacedhimwitheachofherknees

pinnedtothesideswhileshesatonhislapfacing

him...



Hope:Wecameheretotalk...Alltheseispointless

ifwagongalaandnotsayanything.Nobodysaidit

wouldbeeasy..

Rain:Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyyouwouldtalkto

melikethatwhenI'vetriedtobepoliteinwhatI

said...Youdon'tloveme...Yousimplydon'tlove

me...FirstofallyoutalktomelikeI'mthekindof

womanthatdoesn'tlikestepchildren...Ifthereis

anyonewhowantedPillartobewithusit'sme...But

yougotangryatme...I'venevermistreatedyour

childrenormadeyoufeellikeyouhavetochoose

evenwhenRerewasabusingme.Ididn'tblame

anyone...Sotellmegorewhyshouldyoutalktome

aboutputtingyourchildrenfirstasifyou'retalking

toanabusivewoman?

Hope:Ok,youhaveapoint...Iunderstandthat...

Andmaybeitcameoutwrong.Isaidthatinterms

ofthehelper....nnakanaipickedRethalookingat

thebestinterestsofthechildren,wheniwas



pickingheryouweren'tinterestedinthisfamilyso

youhavetounderstandthatthingswon'tjusteasily

flipjustbecauseyoudecidedyouwanttoworkon

thiswhichI'mnotevenentirelysureaboutyet...But

I'msorry.Iapologiseforthat.

Rain:Besidesthe2yearswehavebeengoing

throughhellwhenhaveifailedtopickclothesfor

you?Sothisgirlhasbeeninyourhouseforafew

weeksandyouthinksheisthedream?Ifeellike

you'recomparingmetoher...

Hope:MmekanannaIwastalkingaboutene2

yearsyoneosanthusekasepe...I'vebeen

strugglingandiwassimplytryingtoshowyouwhat

iwant...Insteadofbeingdefensiveherecanyou

justpromisemeyou'llturnthingsaroundandbethe

RainiknowbecausehonestlysalereyaUKyou've

neverdoneanythingforme,nevercookedformeor

doneanythingromanticforme...Pleasekeago

kopa,don'tbedefensiveonthis.

Rain:Sosincewhendidistartboring?Whenyou

werecheatingwithRere?IncaseyouforgotHope

youweremyfirst,whereamisupposedtogetthe



experience?

Hope:Whatareyoutalkingaboutbecauseyouwere

myfirsttoo?Sowhereamisupposedtogetthe

romanticexperienceifyoudon'tteachmehowyou

wanttobetreated?Whyshoulditeachyouhowto

havesexwhenyoucan'tteachmehowtobe

romantic?Akereyoudecidedtoenjoyromance

yagaLerumoontogelalebana?AtleastItriedto

teachyoudifferentthingsandyourefusedbecause

thosethingsareforprostitutes,whenicomewitha

differentpositionyougetangrywithassumptions...

Itried,unlikewenawhojustcheated...I'mjust

annoyedthatyoucanneversayI'msorry.You'd

rathersulkthansaysorry...

Rain:I'mjustshockedthatI'msuddenlyboringin

bedwhenyoustayedwithmeforsolong,youneed

toadmitthatyouliedbecauseyou'renothappy

aboutthethingsIsaidtoyou..Nothingyousaidis

true.

Hope:GosiameeeifI'mlying,keepdoingwhatyou

beendoingakerewenaoperfectandyoucan'tdo

anythingwrong.MoveIwanttomakemyself



breakfast..

Shemovedoffhimthenhewalkedinthekitchen...

Rain:Keipotsagoreifkebosulathenwhyareyou

afterthismasula?Whydidyoubegmyfatherto

blessus..

Hopequietlyputtheoilinthepanandturnedthe

stoveon,Rainwalkedinandstoodbyfoldingher

armstearfullylookingathim...

Rain:Whywouldyouaskmeforthetruthknowing

you'regoingtopunishmeforit?You'veinsultedme

andyou'rerefusingtotakebackeverythingyou

said...

Hope:I'mnottakingbackanything,iprobablycould

havesaiditinapolitemannerbuteverythingIsaid

isthetruthandyouneedtodealwithit.



Rain:Canyoupleasetakemehome?

Hope:Goodidea,thisjokeofamarriageboresme

anyways..

Heswitchedoffthestoveandwalkedoutthenhe

headedtothebedroom,minuteslaterhewalked

out...

Hope:Areye...

Heopenedthedoorandwalkeddownthesteps

headingtothecar,hegotinandstartedit.

Rainopenedthedoorandstoodatthedoor,thepit

bullsliftedtheirheadslookingather...Shelooked

atHopeashereversedthecar...

Hope:Aren'tyoucoming?



Rain:Ketshabadintša

Hope:Ok,seeyounextweek.

Hedrovetothegateandsteppedouttounlock,

Rainwalkeddownthestepswhilestaringatthepit

bullswhichwerejustrelaxingunderthetree,she

pacedtothecarandeventuallyrantothe

passengersideandslammedthedoor.

Hopegotbackinanddrovethecarthenhelocked

thegateanddroveoff....

AtHope'sHouse....

LaterthatmorningRethabilefinishedbathingthe

childrenanddressedthem..

Retha:Goandplay...Notoutside...



Cj:Iwanttoridethebicycleonthedriveway

Retha:Ok,becareful..

Shepickedtheirdirtyclothesandfollowedthem

downstairsthensheletouttheirbicyclesandput

Juniorinhiswalker..

Shewalkedbackinsidethehouseandheadedto

thelaundryroomwhereshesortedtheirclothesin

colorsandloadedtheminthemachineashersister

called.Shesmiledandpicked...

Retha:Hello

Her:Howareyou?

Retha:I'mgood...

Her:Myhusbandhashurtmyfeelings...Iaskedhim

forP20tobuymeatandheaskedmeifithinkheis

growingamoneytree.Ineverevenaskhimfor

anything,evenwhenhegetspaidhedoesn'tgive



meanythingandtheonlytimeiaskformoneyhe

talkstomelikethat...(shakyvoice)Wedon'thave

foodandthechildrenarehungry...

Retha:That'swhyI'msayingyoushouldlookfora

job.

Her:Whoisgoingtohireawomanwithababy?

Becausetheoldestchildrengotoschool,

Retha:Mmekanaketholakegorayakereyou

shouldpreventorstophavingsexwithhimall

togetherbecausethereisnoneedwhyyoushould

behavingkidsifyoucan'taffordthem.Mendon't

evenvalueawomanwhodoesn'tmakemoney,nna

totaotantshabisagojola

Her:Kantewhydoyoulikesayingimustdothings

youknowareimpossibleatthispoint?

Retha:Youcandopeople'slaundryaroundthetown

andmakemoney...Nnakanakegananalemo

mothoannanghelagotwebabydaddydoesn't

allowmetofindajob.Thatrelationshipisover,

startmakingyourownmoney.I'llsendyouP50for

meat,whenevermybosssendsmeshoppinghe



let'smekeepchangessoideposittheminmy

account.

Her:Thankyou..

Retha:Canyoupleasefindajob?Iknowits

embarrassingtofindapiecejobasawifebecause

peopleaskquestionsbutwenajustdosomething.

ThisiswhyileftFred...Someonestartsspoiling

youwithgifts,getsyoutoquityourjobandthen

keepsyouinhishousesohecanplaygameswith

youknowingyouhavenofinancialindependenceto

evenwalkaway.Walkingawayfromsuchatrapis

hardbutit'spossible...Lookatme,ifoundabetter

jobandI'mfinallygoingtofinishbuildingmyhouse.

Thewifedoesn'tlikemeanditstressesmebecause

idon'tknowwhybutI'mstillgoingtodomyjob

goreabonegoregakeatelabokgarebekanago

icheipelamonnawagagwe.Iwanttofinishmy

house...IsweartoGodifyoudivorcethatman

you'llbebetteroff.

Her:Whatwillpeoplesay?Ihaven'teventurned5

yearsinmarriageandI'mdivorcing?



Retha:Thesooneryourealisethatmenarea

drawbackthebetter...Thatmantakesyoufor

granted.Letmesendyouthemoney

Her:Thankyou...Ididn'tknowwhatmychildren

weregoingtoeat.

Retha:Bye

ShehungupandsenthersisterP50thenshe

receivedamessage.

MrMoilwa:Makemebreakfast.

Rethabile:Eerra.

Hepressedthewashingmachineandwalkedtothe

kitchenwhereshemadebreakfastforHopeandhis

wife...

Atthemall..



Hopesloweddownatthetaxistop,Rainstepped

outandclosedthedoor.

Hope:Whereareyougoing?

Rain:Ineedair

Shewalkedawaythenhejoinedtheroadanddrove

off...

AtHope'sHouse...

LateronHopewalkedinthehouseandsighed,he

walkedinthekitchenlookingforhisfoodwhile

Rethabilemoppedyhefloor...

Retha:Theflooriswet,gohaveaseat.I'llbring

them...



Hopewalkedbacktothediningroomandsatdown,

Rethabilewalkedoverwithajarandabowltowash

hishandsthenhebroughttwoplatesandputthe

otherinfrontofhim.

Hope:Youcanreturnthis..

Hesighedandbeguneating,thenhisphonerang...

Hepausedlookingatthecalleridentity,"Maun

marriagecounsellingcenter"

Hope:Hello?

Voice:GoodmorningMrMoilwa,you'retalkingto

MrGeorgefromMaunmarriagecounsellingCentre,

doyouhaveaminute?

Hope:Yes..

Voice:Iamherewithyourwifeandsheisnotwell...

Emotionally,sheneedshelpandthehelpicangive



herneedsyourpresence.Doyouthinkyoucandrop

byandhavealittlechat?

Hope:Can'twedoitoverthephone?

Voice:Hopeiamamarriedmanmyself,lehaeleko

setswanengheladikgangtsalwapaarenot

discussedoverthephone.Itseitherwehelpher

aloneoryoucancomeoverandwecanfinda

solutionforthebothofyou,thereisnoinbetween.I

understandyouhavechildren.Foryourchildren's

sakeMrMoilwa,keagokopa.

Hope:Ok,I'mcoming.

Voice:Thankyou..

Hehungupandstoodup...

Hope:Rethakeetaautwa?

Atthemarriagecounsellor....



LateronHopewalkedintheofficeandpulledthe

chairsittingbesidesRain,helookedatherbutshe

wouldn'tlookbackathim..

MrGeorge:Dumelasir

TheyshookhandsbeforeHopeleanedback.Hope

quietlylistenedasthecounsellortalkedtohim

abouthowRainbriefedhim...

MrGeorge:Isthatthesituationinyourhouse?

Hope:Everythingistrueexceptthepartwhereiwas

talkingtoheraboutoursexattheranch,Iwasn't

tryingtohurt...It'sthetruth,iwasn'tgoingtotellher

thatbecauseithoughtit'srudebutshetoldme

whatIshouldfixsoIthoughtimightaswelltellher

soshecanpleasemetoo.

MrGeorge:Bothofyouneedtorespecteachothers

feelings...Lehokogaleboe...Aworddoesmore



damagethanamereslap...Youcan'tcompareyour

husbandtoamanyoucheatedwith,you'rebruising

hisegoandhewon'tstopthinkingaboutthatguy..

Youcan'tcompareyourwifetoawomanyou

cheatedwith,you'rebothdamagingoneanother...

Thereispowerinpresentation...Howyoutellor

correctyourspousesomething...Youcantalk

aboutthemostembarrassingthingswithout

actuallyembarrassingeachotherbychoosinggood

words...

Hope:NnammekanaIapologisedforbeingrude...I

did...EnegaakakearesorryRainnever,she'd

rathergetmoreapologies

Rain:Iamsorryforbeingrude,icantellitrubbed

youthewrongway

Hope:Thesamewayitrubbedyouthewrongway

wheniusedtheverysameword"boring"that'sa

meanword.

Rain:Iamsorry

Hope:(sighed)It'sok...

Rain:Youhavetobehonestaboutsex



Hope:Itoldyouthetruth,youdon'tparticipateand

youwon'tletmeteachyouanything...Obatadi

positiontse2hela...I'mnotgoingtogoalltheway

totheCaribbeanIslandsonlytohavesexwith

missionaryposition..

MrGeorge:WhatdoyouthinkRain?

Rain:Heisnottellingthetruth,helikesoursex

MrGeorge:Whydoyoufindithardtobelieveheis

tellingthetruth?Coulditbeyou'reindenial?What

reasonwouldhehavetolie?

Shelookeddownandrubbedhertears,the

counselorhandedheratissueandsherubbed

herself...

MrGeorge:Wewillcomebacktothatissue...Hope

yourwifehasaproblemwiththemaid,shedoesn't

feelcomfortable...RainpleasetalktoHope..



Rain:Iwantustohireanewhelpersowecanfix

ourmarriagewithouta3rdpartyoranyonemaking

usuncomfortable

Hope:WhatdidRethado?

Rain:Nothing,ijustwantadifferentperson.Icalled

anannyagencyonmywayhere..

MrGeorge:Gonemmewhatareyourreasonsfor

notjustdoingwhatevermakesyourwife

comfortable?

Hope:Soishouldfireherwhenshedidnothing

wrong?

MrGeorge:Thepriorityhereisyourmarriage,ifit

helpsyoufixyourmarriageandbringpeaceinyour

kingdomwhynotdoit?Whyisthisyoungwoman

soimportant?Canihaveapictureofher?

Rainhandedhimthephoneandhestaredather..

MrGeorge:Sheisverybeautiful,rightMrMoilwa?



Hope:Iwouldn'tknow,ionlyhaveeyesformywife

MrGeorge:Gonemmewhynotletyourwifedecide

whichmaid?Whatdifferencedoesitmaketoyou?

Unlessyou'veconnectedtothisyoungwomanway

morethanyoushould...Hasanythinghappened?

Arebuennetehela,ifkecrushgaemolato...Idon't

knowherandialreadycan'tstoplookingather,

you'reonlyhuman.Marriagedoesn'tmakeyou

immunetoseeingbeautyinotherwomen,youcan

onlycontrolyourselfandhowmuchtheycanhurt

yourwife...Whyshouldyouhaveagardenboyyou

don'tlikejustbecauseyourwifelikeshavinghim

around?Lenyalokedisacrifice...Rememberyour

vows?Whycan'tyouletgoofher?

Hope:Iwanttofixthis

Rain:Thenletmefindanewmaidsowecanboth

befreearoundthehouseandattendcounselling.

Hope:(sighed)OK....Providedyou'llgetridof

Lerumoandstoptalkingtohim.

Rain:Considerit...

Hope:Koorehowdoyoucheatonmeandturn



aroundtomakemethebadguywenaolevictim?

MrGeorge:You'restillavictim,bothofyouhave

hurtoneanotherbutthefirststepistoeliminate

temptationsoicanhavetheattentionofthetwoof

you...Youcan'tlistenwithsuchadistractionMr

Moilwakemonnajaakawenakeaitsegoreha

stresssegoimelwaoakanyaeng...Let'sbe

realistic,otherwiseitwouldn'tmakeanydifference

whoismoppingthefloor.Tshwarapelo...I

understanditsbeen2yearsbutforthistoworkwe

takeout3rdparties..Soit'sfinalRethabilehasbeen

firedasofnow?

Rain:Yes...I'lltellher

MrGeorge:RightMrMoilwa?

Hope:(sighed)Yes...

MrGeorge:Thankyou...

*

*

*

*



*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...

Hopedrovetowardsthegatequietly,hecouldonly

imaginethedisappointmentonRetha'sface...This

jobmeantsomuchtohershehadtoscoldhimfor

eventhinkingaboutitandnowthis...Andthenwhat

arethechancesofactuallyfindingagoodhouse

helperwhonotonlyispatientwithsomanychildren

butcanhandleadoublestoreyfamilyhomeand

makegoodmealsatthesametime,Raindidn'teven

havetimeforcookingespeciallynowthatshe'dbe

gettingbacktowork...He'dhavetoeatwhatever

rubbishwhoevershe'llhirewilldish...butmaybe

theywouldgetagoodmaid,whathecouldn't



handlewasthedisappointmentonRetha'sface

whenshegetsthisnews...shehaddoneeverything

bythebookbuthejusthadtofuckitupforher...

Hesloweddownasthegateslowlyopenedthenhe

drovethroughandparkedinthegarage.Heturned

thecaroffandfacedherreachingforherhand...

Hope:Canyoujusttrustmeonthis...Ifeverthereis

achanceformetoprovemyself...Thisisit...Idon't

wanthertogo,shehasnothingtodowiththis...

Rain:Hopeyouknowyoulikeher

Hope:Idon'tlikeherlikethat...MaybeIwasjust

happytohavesomeonehelpmebecauseforthe

pastcoupleofmonthsihavebeenstrugglingwith

childrenalone.

Rain:HopeI'mnotgoingtogothroughRere

situationagain...Ifwearegoingtoworkonthis

marriagethenshehastogo...Idon'tcareifshehas

goodintentions,youlikeherandicanseeit...She



wouldn'tsaynoifyouhitonhersoshehastogo.

Hope:Canyougiveherachance?

Rain:Idon'tlikeher...I'llneverlikeher,everything

withyouRethadoesitlikethisRethadoesitlike

that,it'sannoying.IamyourwifeandIwon't

competewithamaid..Itseithershegoesorigo..

Hope:Maybeweshouldhaveseparatedforawhile

andattendcounsellingcomingfromdifferent

placesbecausethisisgoingtoofastforme..

Rain:Maybeweshouldjustgoonkadivorceee

becauseclearlyyoudon'twanttoletthisgirlgo..

Thetruthishadinotcomebackyouwouldhave

sleptwithher,idon'tmindyoudivorcingmebuti

won'tallowyoutogiveitatrywithherabeotakogo

nnagape...It'seitherwedothisordon'tatall.Nna

totaI'mreadytoworkonourmarriagebutifyoutell

meyoucan'tdothisanymoreIwillwalkaway...I

won'teventroubleyouinyournewrelationship,I

won'tbelikeRereandtrytokillRethabileorbe

bitterandinsultyoubecauseiknowI'mhalfto

blame...



Hope:Ijustdon'twanttohurtRethabecauseshe

didnothingwrong..

Rain:Andthemoreyouworryaboutherlikethis

themoreyouannoyme...Kooreoworriedka

strangerthanyourwifewhosefeelingsarehurt

becauseshecanseeyouloveanotherwoman...

KanaHopegagagogasecrushkelove...Youlove

thiswomanandyou'rebeingtoocarefulaboutit

becauseyoudon'twantjustsex,you'retryingto

replacemewithher...Youseeawifeinher...

EverythingRethabiledoesnowisbecausesheis

gettingpaidforit,doyouthinkshewilldo

everythingthesameoncesheisyourgirlfriend?

Shewillwanttorest,seethoseperfectbreasts?Thy

willsagtheminuteshecarriesyourchild,iwas

oncelikeher...Ittakeswaymorethanabeautiful

facetobeyourwomanHopebecauseyou'reajob...

Shecooksnicemealsbecauseitsherjobandi

won'thavealthattimebecauseiwork...Don'tchop

myselfesteemlikethatwiththiswoman...Don't

breakmelikethat..



Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoor...

Rain:Let'sgo...

HoperemainedinthecarasRainwalkedinthe

housethroughthegaragedoor,hesighedand

steppedoutthenhewalkedinandheadedtothe

livingroomwhereRainwasstandingwithRethabile,

hesilentlywalkedovermakingsurehissneakers

didn'tmakethesqueakysoundsohecouldhear

theirconversation...

Rain:I'llbemovingbackhomefromUKsothe

childrenwon'tneedananny.Wehaveagreedtopay

youafullsalaryforthismonthandgiveyouhalf

salaryontopforlettingyougowithoutawarning.

Youcanpackyourthingsandleavebefore6pm

today...Ireallyappreciateyourhelpintakingcare

ofmyfamilywhenicouldn't..



Rethabile'sheartshutteredasshelookedather

thensheshiftedhereyesandlookedatHope

standingatthedoorwithaguiltylook,hecouldn't

evenlookherintheeyes,Rethalookedbackat

Rain...

Rethabile:Ilikemyjob...Ihadplansformysalary

andidon'thaveintentionsofsleepingwithyour

husband

Rain:Ididn'tsayyou'llsleepwithmyhusband

Rethabile:.(tearfully)Youdon'ttrustme...Youjust

neverlikedme,youdidn'tgivemeachance...Iam

notthatkindofaperson...I'mnotahomewrecker...

I'vebeenunemployedforover5years...Ifyoufire

meI'mgoingbacktosellingairtimeatthemallsoI

don'tjuststayhome..Ihavealreadymadeplans,I

wanttofinishmyhouse...

Shestruggledrubbinghertears..



Rethabile:Ihavenointerestinyourhusband...I

wantfinancialindependenceandthisisagood

salary....Evenshopsdon'tpaythisgood...Tota

kengosamphechance?Iknowyouwanttohire

someoneels-

Sheturnedaroundgivingherbackandbrokedown

crying....

Hopeswallowedandputhishandsinthepockets

lookingatRethabileasshecriedoutloud...

Rain:I'msorry,Pleasegopackyourbagsandleave.

(reachedinherbag)Hereisyourmoney...

Rethabileturnedaroundandtearfullylookedather

thenshestretchedbothofherarmsandgotthe

money,thechildrenwalkeddownstairsandgasped

seeingtheirmother!



Tsarona:Mama!

Tsotlhe:Mommy!

TheyallranoverandhuggedherasCjandPillar

stoodbysmilingrecognisingherthoughithadbeen

awhilesincetheyhadseenher..

Pillarstoppedsmilingassoonasshelookedat

auntieRetha...

Pillar:Auntieareyoucrying?

Rethabile:No

ShewalkedpasteveryoneandupstairsasHope

stoodtherelookingather,Pillarfollowedhertoher

roomwhereshesatdownandpacked..

Pillar:Auntienemmakeengwena?



Rethabile:Ihavetogohome,iwon'tbetakingcare

ofyouanymore

Pillar:Why?

Rethabile:Askyourdad..

Pillarranoutthenshecontinuedpackingand

pickedherbags.

MeanwhiledownstairsRainpickedhersonand

kissedhimwhileherdaughtersstoodbyexcitedly..

Rain:Imissedyouguys...

CjwalkedtothecouchandwatchedTV...

Rain:Cj?Comehere...Doyourememberme?

CjwalkedoverandgreetedherwhilePillarpassed



byandheldherfather'shand.

Pillar:Daddyauntieoyakae?

Hope:Shehastogo,wewon'tneedher.Wehavea

newhelper

Tsarona:ButilikeAuntieRetha

Tsatlhe:Metoo..

Pillar:Daddyidon'twanthertogo

Hope:(pickedherup)Iknow,metoobaby..

Rethabilereachedthegroundwithherbagsand

turnedsmilingatthechildren..

Rethabile:Hey,comegivemeahug...I'mgoing

home..

Thechildrenranoverandgaveheragrouphug,

HopetookadeepbreathandsighedasRainstood



bycarryingherson,

Pillar:Canwevisityou?

Rethabile:Yes,anytime..

Tsarona:Whenareyougoingtocheckonus?

Rethabile:I'mnotsure

Cj:Wecanvisitherandplayatherhouse

Rethabile:Ok,ihavetogo.Bye...

Hope:I'lldropyouhome

Rain:I'vegivenheranextraP50forataxi

Hope:Sheisnotdraggingtheseheavybagstothe

roadbyherself...

Rain:I'lltakeherhome

Rethabile:Kampakadigogamomothabengthanto

bedrivenhomebyyouma'am.Thankyoufor

everything



Hopewalkedoverandgrabbedbothofherbags

thenheturnedcarryingthemtowardsthegarageas

Rethabilefollowedhim...

Pillar:Daddycanicomewithyou?

Cj:Metoo?

Hope:No,I'llbeback..

Hopeputherbagsinthebackandopenedthedoor

forherbeforepassingtohisandgettingin.Retha

gotinandclosedthedoorthenHopereversedand

droveoff...

MeanwhileRainturnedtothekitchenandpicked

themopthenshecarriedonmoppingwhilethe

childrenwatchedTV.

Lateronshewalkedupstairsandsatonthebed

goingthroughthelistsentbythedomesticworkers



company,sheclickedontheirprofilesandpicked3

whomshesetupaninterviewwith..

Aboutanhourpassedwhilesheunpackedher

thingsandsortedthemintothewardrobe...Her

phonerangthenshepicked.

Rain:Hello?

Lerumo:Iwantmyson...Iamtiredofyouplaying

melikethis.Firstimovedhalfwayacrosstheworld

foryouonlytofindoutyou'remarried,thenyou

turnedmeintoasideniggaandnowyouabandon

mehereandgobackthere...

Rain:LerumoIdidn'tholdaguntoyourheadand

forceyoutostayafterfindingoutaboutmy

husband.Juniorisnotyourson,youdon'tknowfor

sureifheisyoursornot.

Lerumo:Yousaidyouweren'tsleepingwithhimat

thetimeandiremovedthecondom.

Rain:Heisnotyourson,gaotegotsholabanamo



lwapenglabathoabeorewammata.Comesay

thosethingstohiminBotswanasohecansueyou.

Lerumo:Iamcomingformysonevenifitmeans

askinghelpfromnewspapersiwill,youwon'tshut

meaboutmychild..Ihaveeverythingincludingyour

nudesandallthesexvideoswemadeduringour

trips.IwilldestroyyouleeneHopewillnotlookat

youafterseeingoursexvideos.Thewholecountry

willmockhimandevenifhewantsyouhewon'tbe

abletotakeyoubackbecauseeverymanwilllaugh

athimforbeingabletokissawomanthat

swallowedanotherman'scum.

Rain:Soyou'dairyourlittledicktothepublic?

Lerumo:Thatlittledickgaveyouasonthatyour

husbandfailedtodo...Thatdickmadeyoumoan

myname...Youcouldn'thavebeenfakingthatand

ifyouweregoodluckconvincingyourhusband....

I'lldestroyhimwiththesevideos,trustmeI'ma

manandhewon'tsurviveafterseeingeverythingI

didwityou...I'mnotfightingyouibileirespect

myselfbutI'llstoopdowntoyourlevelifihaveto,

that'smyson,myblood!...Ijustwantthesole



custodyofmysonthenI'llbeoutofyourlivesfor

good.

Hecutthecall,Rainputthephonedownand

exhaledheavily...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthateveningRaintuckedthechildreninone

byonethenshewalkeddownstairsandintothe



kitchenwhereshewashedthedinnerplates,she

checkedthetimeanditwasafewminutesafter

eight.Shewasn'tgoingtobeanaggingwifebuthe

hadbeengonesincenoon...

Shewipedherhandsandpickedherphonethen

shedialledHope..

Hope:Hello?

Rain:Aorra,saleotsamailemotshegaregonejaana

it'spasteight.AmiwrongtoaskhowfarRethabile

stays?

Hope:Ilongdroppedheroff,I'mhavingdrinkswith

Victor,I'llbehomeinafewminutes.Whydoyou

havetoaccusemeofcheatinginsteadofasking

nicely?

Rain:Ididn'tsayyou'recheating,iaskedhowfar

Rethabile'shouseis

Hope:AenoRain,Iwon'tbewalkingoneggshells

afraidtoevendothisandthatallbecauseyouthink



I'llcheatlikeyou.Skatagontshidisabokete

Rain:Iwaswonderingwhyyou'retakingsolong

Hope:Couldhaveaskedwithoutmentioning

Rethabile,what'sthepointoffiringherifyou're

goingtotormentmewithhername?

Rain:Justwantedtofindouthowfaryou're,iknow

thatinUKicamehomelateandleftanytimebut

thoseweremistakes,weshoulddothings

differently...Likeweusedtodobeforegetting

married..

Hope:Ok,bye

Rain:Ok,drivesafely.

Hope:Sure,bye

Shehungupandcarriedoncleaning.Anhourlater

sheswitchedoffthelightsandwalkedupstairs

whereshegotinbedandgotonsocialmedia,

minuteslaterHopewalkedinandsatonthechair

bythedressingtablepressinghisphone,hebent

overremovinghisshoewhilepressingthephone



withtheotherhand...

Rain:Canibringyourfoodoryou'rebathingfirst?

Hope:No,I'mgood.Ijustwanttosleep

Hetookoffhisclothesandgotinbedfacingthe

otherwaytoputhisphonebesideshisheadlamp..

Rain:Thereissomethingineedtotalktoyouabout?

Hope:What?

ShecouldtellhewasstillpissedaboutRethabile

gettingfiredbutitstillfeltliketherightthingtodo...

Rain:Turnaroundandfaceme..

Hesighedandturnedaroundfacingher...



Rain:Lerumocalledmeearlier,hesayshewants

hissonorheisgoingtopostoursexvideo

Hope:Youmadeasexvideo?

Rain:Herecordedmekesabone,myeyeswere

closedandbythetimeiopenedmyeyeshewas

holdingthephone,itoldhimtostopbutmadeit

seemlikeitsnothing...Ididn'twanttobeaboreand

ithoughtiwasbeingspontaneous,hetoldmeto

relaxand....It'sjustonevideo

Hope:Sowhat'shappeninginthevideo?

Rain:Itwasjustamissionarystylethenablowjob...

Hope:Ablowjobaftermissionary?Sohebasically

cameinyourmouth?You'veneverallowedmeto

cuminyourmouthandtheguyisnoteven

circumcised

Rain:Ithoughtiwasbeingspontaneous,ihada

feelingiwasboringyousoiexperimented.The

pointiwastryingtomakeisthatheisgoingtopost

thatvideoandidon'twantyoutobesurprised..



Hope:Nexttimedon'tmakeavideoofyourself

cheating...You'regoingtomakeithardtodefend

youinpublic.Howstupidcanyoubetoleta

strangerrecordyouwithhisdickinyourmouth?

Whatplanetdoyoulivein?Eventhenudesyou

weresharing,yourfacewasshowing...Youreally

needtoknowthesethingsbeforeotsenao

buduletse...Ifyousowanttocheatcheatwithabit

ofanIQ...Don'tincludeyourfacesoyoucaneasily

denythecliporpicture...Infactjustdon'tdo

recordingsatall.Anddon'tcloseyoureyesgetting

fucked...Itbecomeseasytotakeapictureofvideo

ofyouorworseremoveacondom...

Rain:Therewon'tbenexttime..

Hope:Idon'tknowthat,I'mjustgivingyouan

advicegorenexttimeyoumeetaromanticguyand

trytoimpressthemdon'tdoitattheexpenseof

yourdignity.

Rain:Therewon'tbenexttime

Hope:Gapeheislyinghewon'tpostthattinyvienna

ofhis...Theonlymanwhocanbeconfidentenough



topostasexvideowithhisdickisamanwithan

averagedickorbigger...Lerumo'ssizelookslike

theseguysbarepiwangkedicondom,baithelang

disalelamokukunghabarebaipheleletsa..Waago

tshosetsa,hewon'tpostit.Andheisadoctor...He

hasareputationtomaintain.

Rain:ButiwanthimtogetJuniorsohecanleave

usalone

Hope:HeisnotgettingJunior,lethimdoaDNAthat

provesheisthefather..

Rain:HesaysheiscomingtoBotswana

Hope:Lethimcome...

Rain:IftheDNAprovesheishis?

Hope:Itwon't

Rain:Soyou'regoingtofakeDNAtestresults?

Hope:Yes,givehimJuniorayegomotester

whereverhewants.

Rain:Howwillyouknowwherehetestedhim,heis

adoctor...Hecangetafriendtodoit



Hope:Trustme,moleseateatseyengwanaaye

gomotester.Heisnotgettingmyson.Ayegodiraa

boykopele...

Rain:Eish...ok...Youcanturnaroundandsleep.

Goodnight...

Hope:Goodnight...

Sheturnedaroundandfacedtheotherway

worriedlystaringintothenight,ifthisvideocame

outshe'ddefinitelyhavetokillherself...Amarried

womanhavingsexwithanotherman?

Hopemovedcloserandputhisarmaroundherthen

hekissedherheadandsighedholdingher...

Hope:Weareinthistogetherautwa?It'sgoingto

embarrassmebutiknowyou'llbeembarrassed

twice...We'vebeenthroughpublichumiliation

beforewecanstilldoitagain.

Rain:Ok,thankyou..



Shesoundedlikeshewascrying,heturnedher

aroundandleanedoverhuggingherbeforekissing

herforeheadandrubbingthecornersofhereyes..

Hope:Bathobagochitiwangkabonebakgonago

gothabisadithong...Doyouevenremembermy

sagawithReretota?

Rain:(laughed)Iremember

Hope:Irememberanharasakocourt...Gochitale

diodiselekemathatahela.Itneverendswell

especiallywhenyoudecidetofixyourfamily

problems.Batabebafilagoretheywereusedand

theywillmakesurethewholecountryknowsyour

business..

Rain:Haneelekannatotankaberemoneela

ngwana...Juniorcanvisitusbecauseicanonly

imaginehowharditisforyouhavinghimaround.

Hope:I'mfinewithhimaround,andtowhoever

asksheismyson.Idon'twantJuniorgrowingup



feelingoutofplaceorforhimtohearallthesesohe

candoubthisidentity.Lerumowapeka...Tell

Lerumotocometesthimifheishishewillgethim..

Justsaythat.

Rain:Ok...I'mreallysorryformakingyougo

throughallthese...

Hope:It'sOK...

Heheldhercloserandsighed...

Hope:Canitellyousomethingreallydisappointing?

Rain:Yes

Hope:VictortoldmeKellywasRere...Gatweshe

toldElla..

Rain:Kellykemang?

Hope:Ngwanyanawagoreomonngalelleonour

weddingnight.

Rain:ThatKelly?Areyouserious?



Hope:Yeah,iwasequallyshocked.That'swheni

realisedyoucan'ttrustahumanbeing...KanaI've

hiredReretryingtoendallthesedrama,totaI

wantedtosendherawaysoshecanrunoutof

choicesandgivemePillarbecausengwanakewas

turningintoaghettobaby..

Rain:Nnyaammeshewon'tgetrewardedwitha

managerposition,notafterthis.Iwanthergone...

Hope:(laughed)Babecomeon...Itwas2yearsago..

Iblockedherrightafterthat.Itsoveranddonewith.

Rain:No,becauseyouknewyouweren'tcheating

youforgotit,butididn't...Ikeptthinkingyou're

seeingthiswoman...Rereruinedmyweddingnight.

Iblamedyouforsomethingshestaged...Ittookme

timetogetoveritbecauseiwascomparingmyself

tothatwoman'spicture...Everytimeyoutalkedto

thephoneithoughtitwasher,iwasdepressedand

theonlyreasonicheatedwasbecauseofwhatshe

did..Hadshenotdonethatwewouldn'tbehere.

Hope:That'struebut-

Rain:No,I'mnotbeingnicethistime,ibileI'm



comingbacktoHopelogisticsI'mnotgoingbackto

myformeremployer.Ekarepeoplebaitirellaand

they'reusingyourkindness...

Hoperanoutofwords,whoeverhiswifewas

becomingwasscary..Couldhavebeensexyifit

wasn'taftercheating,actuallyitwouldbesogood

havingsuchagoodexperienceintheofficecause

besidesherpersonalissuesshewasdefinitelya

forcetobereckonedwithintheoffice....butthe

possibilityofhersleepingwithanyofhisbusiness

associateswasmuchmorescary,shewasn'tas

trustworthyasshewasbefore...

Rain:Getyourassistanttopreparemeanoffice

space,I'llcometotheofficerightafterinterviewing

thehousehelpers.I'dliketoseeyouraccountant

tomorrowandtalktoher

Hope:Gaokopetironaare?

Rain:Inmycompany?KanagakeMrsMoilwarra?



Hope:(laughed)Keraahela...

Rain:Obabolelegoremosadiwagagooeta..

Hope:(laughed)Bomang?Iamveryprofessionalat

work.

Rain:Iknow...

Hope:OseriouswagokobaRere?

Rain:YoushouldknowbynowI'mveryserious

whenisayI'mgoingtofiresomeone.I'veignored

herforalongtime...Evenignoredhertryingtokill

me,depressingmeandruiningmyweddingnight

wasthelastnailandshewon'tgetrewardedwitha

job.

Hope:AndifshewantsPillar?Kanachildsupport

willbeheronlyincome

Rain:Welegallygetcustodyyangwana,it'supto

hertoletusstaywithPillaroutofcourtorletusgo

tocourtwhereshewillbeaskedtopayyouchild

support.Sesesalangkamosokeamokoba..Has

shesignedanycontract?

Hope:No,shewasstillontraining,tomorrowisthe



dayofthecontractsigningwithallthebranch

managers

Rain:Good....

Shetookadeepbreathandsighed...

AtHope'soffice....

ThenextmorningHopewalkedintheofficeand

pulledhischairashisassistantwalkedinwitha

notepad...

Hope:MrsMoilwawillbejoiningussosheneeds

anoffice...

PA:(smiled)Ooook...

Hope:Sheisachieffinancialofficer,haveherlaser

engravednameonthedoorand....Um..Whatelse?

PA:I'llneedtotalktoheraboutthesetupofher



office,thekindoftreesshewantsandthecomputer

brand...It'salot,ihavetotalktoher

Hope:Thatsavesmealotoftime...Shewillbehere

before12,you'llmeetherintheconferenceroom..

PA:OK...

HewalkedoutthenHopepickedthephoneand

dialledHR...

HR:HumanResourcemanagementgoodmorning...

Hope:Hi,itsme...Didyougetmyemail?

HR:Yessir,iampreparingMrsMoilwa'scontract...

Sorryithoughtiindicatedireceivedit.

Hope:Great..Bye

Hehungupandleanedbackashisphonerang..

Hope:Hello?



Victor:(laughed)Gotyourmessage,onyetse

laiteaka,wakatiwa24/7

Hope:(laughed)Okelemile

Victor:LetseosathwaagalelaRethabile?

Hope:Peloeletseelebothokolaiteaka..Lenyaloke

prison

Victor:(laughed)MrsMoilwaisfixingthefamily

Hope:Lerumoeneobatagonyelahela.

Victor:(laughed)Obatarerentaaprivateaircraft

thenwedrophimonthemiddleofaprideoflions..

Hope:Serious

Victor:Lethimcome,ifhemakesnoisewewilldeal

withhim.

Hope:(laughed)Mmeosiame...Hewon'tdo

anything...AdireDNAtestandgetembarrassed.

Victor:Alright,Ihaveaflight,talklater

Hope:Sureboy



Hehungupandslidhischairacrosstheoffice

grabbingafilethenheslidbacktothetableand

begunworking....

AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningRainwalkedinwiththenew

nannyasthechildrenmadenoisewatchingTV...

Rain:Guys!Listen!

Theyturnedaroundandlookedather...

Rain:ThisisauntieAlba...Albathat'sPillar...

Tsarona,Tsotlhe,CjandJunior..

Tsarona:AreyoufromUK?

Alba:(laughed)No

Tsotlhe:Whyareyouwhite?



Alba:Iamanalbino...I'mjustlikeyoubutidon't

haveapigmentation..

Cj:Canitouchyourhair?

Alba:Sure

Shepickedhimupashetouchedhergoldafropuff..

Pillar:Canitouchittoo?

Shesmiledandpickedeachofthemasthey

touchedherhair..

Rain:Ihavea12o'clockappointmentsoletme

showyouthehousereallyquickbeforeigo.

Alba:Eemma...

Rain:Myhusbandknocksoffat5..

Alba:Eemma...



Albafollowedherupstairs...

Rain:Idon'twantyoudressinginshorts,stomach

outoranyrevealingclothesincludingminiskirts..

Alba:Eemma

Rain:Youcannotusethepoolbecauseitwill

requireyoutoundressbutthisislikeyouroffice,

youmustlookprofessionalandactprofessional.

You'renottochatwithmyhusbandforalonger

than2minutesandyoudon'tgetfriendlywithhim.

Ifyouneedanythingyoutalktome,ifyoudon't

followanyoftherulesI'vebeengivingyouyou're

fired...

Alba:Eemma.

Rain:Youdon'tenterthemasterbedroom..Icleanit

myself.

Alba:Eemma..

Sheshowedheraroundthehouseandtheywalked

down..



Rain:Wewilltalkwhenigetback...

Alba:Eemma..

Shewalkedoutandgotinthecarthenshedrove

off...

Attheaccountant'soffice....

LateronRainknockedandentered,theaccountant

smiledandstoodupastheyshookhands...

Accountant:(smiled)Mynewboss....

Rain:(laughed)Uhnnyaathe

Accountant:Wearehappyyou'llbejoiningus..

Rain:Noproblem,...Ijustwantedtosayhi

Accountant:I'llcompileallofthecompany'sbooks

andemailthemassoonastheyhavecreatedyour



officemail.

Rain:Noproblem.

Hereyeslandedonsomereceipts,shepickeda

300KpropertypaymentreceipttoTheodore

Properties..

Rain:Thiswasyesterday...Whatpropertydidthe

companybuy?

Her:Iamnotsure,MrMoilwacalledmeto

authorisethepaymentaround3intheafternoon.

Hedidn'tgivemeanydetails.

ShepickedanotherreceiptfromKenMotorsand

lookedatit,itwasalmostanhourapartwiththe

Theodorepropertyreceiptthenshewentthrough

otherreceiptsbuttheyseemedlikenormal

companyexpenses...



Rain:Ok...I'llholdontothesetworeceipts,have

everyfilereadyformebyMonday.

Her:Eemma.

Shewalkedoutreadingthereceipts,itwas

awkward...TheodorePropertiesmostlyfocusedon

sellinghomesandKenMotorssoldcars...Notjust

anycar,expensiveimports.

Sheknockedintheconferenceroomandwalkedin,

theHRturnedaroundandsmiledholdingthe

contractsforthenewbranchmanagers..

Hr:GoodafternoonMrsMoilwa

Rain:Goodafternoon...Mayitalktoyou?

Rere'sheartskippedasshelookedatRaininher

formalweartalkingtotheHR,theHRwentthrough

thecontractsandhandedheronethenRainturned



aroundwithasmile..

Rain:Orefemayitalktoyou?

Rere:(stood)Eemma

Sheputherhandbagdownandwalkedover..

Rain:(smiledcalmly)Bringyourbag..

Rereturnedandpickedherbagandthephonethen

shefollowedRainoutside.Raintookadeepbreath

andtuckedherhairbehindherearlookingather...

Rain:HiKelly,you'refired!Ohwait...Wedon'thave

acontractsoiguesstherighttermisyoudonot

qualifyforanypositioninthiscompany.Thankyou,

haveanice...

Rere:Iamso-



Rain:Idon'twanttohearit...You'vehad2yearsto

sayitbutyoudidn't...Iamnotgoingtoletyoutake

advantageofmyhusbandorourcompany...Ifyou

thinkyou'llusePillarfromherewatchHopetake

thistocourtwhereyou'llpaychildsupport...I

forgiveyoufortryingtokillmeandiforgiveyoufor

ruiningmyweddingnightbutyou'renotgettinga

rewardforbadbehaviour.Onceagain...Haveanice

day.Pleaseturnaroundandleave,idon'twantto

havesecurityescortyouout...UnlikeyouIdon't

wanttopubliclyembarrassanyone.

RainturnedaroundandwalkedtowardsHope's

officewheresheknockedandwalkedin.

Sheplacedthereceiptsonthetableandsatdown

crossingherlegswithasmile.

Hope'seyesdroppedonthereceiptsandhe

nervouslyrubbedhismouth..



Hope:Shit...Um...Heybabe

Rain:Himylove...Whatdidwebuyforthecompany

yesterday?

Hopeswallowedandleanedbackgrabbingabottle

ofwaterthenhedrunkasRainlookedathimwitha

smile...

Rain:Takeyourtimebabe...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sOffice

Hope:ThathousebelongstoPillar...Ifeelbad

knowingshehasnothing..

Rain:Itmustbeveryhuge,itsexpensive.300Kwe

aretalkingaboutaplotwithprobably3bedroom

house,fullyfitted...

Hope:Yeah...Ithoughtitwouldbebestsincethe

otherchildren'splotshavebeendeveloped

Rain:Kentuekae?

Hope:It'sathreebedbutit'ssmalleventheplotis

small.Ialsogotagooddealbecauseiknow

Theodore.

Rain:Ok...WhataboutJunior?

Hope:I'mnotinapositiontodiscussJunior...What

ifibuyhimaplotandhisfathergetshim?I'llbuyit

whenI'mverysurehewillbemine.LettheDNA

thinggothroughsuccessfully...Pillarkepriority.



Rain:Andthecar?

Hope:Ineedasmallcar...Ihaveafourwheelerand

thebigoneiusewhenI'mwiththechildren...

Rain:Sowhereisit?

Hope:IthasbeenorderedfromSouthAfrica.

Rain:WhywouldyoubuyacarfromSouthAfrica

whenwehavegoodcarshere?

Hope:It'saboutthecurrency...Pulaisbiggerthan

Rand...Soitscheapertoorderfromtherethanto

buyinBotswana.

Rain:You'retalkingasifyou'retalkingtosomeone

whodoesn'tknowanythingaboutmoneyor

currency.ThedifferencebetweenPulaandRand

isn'tthatbig,wearenottalkingNigeriancurrency

wherewhereonemillionnairaequals29KinPula.If

youbuyacarfromSouthAfricayou'dhavetofuelit

fromtheretoMaun,ifitstransportedyouhaveto

payfortransportationplusyouhavetoclearitat

theboarder,thoseexpensespracticallymakesit

lesslogicaltobuyfromthere..



Hope:Sowhatsyourpoint?IordereditthroughKen

Motors,theyalreadyhadcarscoming..

Rain:Sowhenwillitarrive?

Hope:I'mnotsure,I'llhearfromthem.

Rain:Whyareyoulyingtome?Icantellyou'renot

tellingthetruth...Whyobechakamadiacompany?

Howdoyouevenspend400Konagirlyouhardly

know?

Hope:YouknowverywellI'mnotromantic,I'dnever

dosuchathing...Youneedtostopaccusingmeof

cheatingotherwisetherewon'tbeanyhappiness

here.Thisbackandforthisgivingmeaheadache..I

thoughtwearemakingprogress...Ijustliterallytold

youthetruthbutyoudon'tbelieve,whoisthe

cheater?Idon'twanttoremindyouofyour

mistakesbutthewayyoukeepremindingmeand

tellingmeI'maliarleavesmewithnochoice...

Rain:Idon'tcarewhatyoucallme,iknowI'llnever

heartheendofitandI'mmentallyreadyforit,Hope

kekopaobusemadiamolwapeng...Gaokakewa

bechakamadiakana.



Hope:Ididn'tgiveanyoneanything...

Rain:Iwantthathouseandthecarback...Koore

insteadofdevelopingthechildren'splotsand

buyingyourpoordaughteraplotwenaobechaka

madi...Rereisbroke,shewon'teverbuyaplotfor

PillarandPillarisveryclever..Whensheturns16

shewillunderstandwhathappened...Yesshewon't

blameyoubutshewillbedepressed.Shewillgrow

upfeelinglessandinferiortohersiblings...Exactly

thewayigrewupfeeling...This400Kcouldhave

beenma50Kforothersandthen250Kyoubuy

Pillaraplotwithahouse...AbeosaeneeleRere

becausewecan'ttrusther..

Hope:IsaidiboughtPillarahouseakere?What

moredoyouwant?Withallthepowersyouhave

you'restillnotsatisfied,younowwanttobe

involvedineverylittledecisionimake?Imadethis

decisionyesterdaywhenyouweren'tpartofthis

company.

Rain:Usingcompanyfundsforpersonaluse?

Hope:Becauseofthebanks...Iwantedaninstant



transfer.Icanstillbalancethebooksbeforetheend

ofthemonth...Thisisnowboring,youhaven'teven

officiallystartedworkingandI'malreadyexplaining

myself.

Rain:You'resomuchlikeyourfather...Iheardhe

didsomethinglikethiswhenmymotherwasbusy

breastfeedinghisson,heboughtanexpensive

houseforaprostitute,hekeptherthereandher

onlydutywassex...Sheeventuallysucceededand

madehimfallforher...Hemarriedherandtheyhad

asoncalledHope.Iknowyourfamilyhistoryand

howyourparentsmet...Ijustdon'tunderstandwhat

yourintentionsare..

Hestoodupremovinghistieandopenedthedoor

forher...

Hope:Iwon'tevenfightyoueventhoughonthogela

batsadi...Iwon'tmentionhowyourmotherdrove

awaymyfather.Idon'tevencarewhathappened

beforeiwasborn...(sighed)I'mnotinterestedin



fighting...Ihavealotofwork...Iloveyou...

Rainstoodupandgrabbedthereceipts..

Hope:Leavethoseonthedeskfornow.I'mgoingto

returnthatmoneysononeedforthemtobefiled.

Sheputthemdownandwalkedout..

Hope:Kiss?

Sheturnedaroundandpouted,heleanedoverand

kissedhercheek.

Hope:Ihaveabusinessdinnerwithafew

associatessoI'llbehomeabitlate...

Rain:Who?

Hope:SafariAirRescuemedicalstaff



Rain:Isee...Haveagoodday

Hope:Youtoobabe..

Heclosedthedoorandsatdownthenhecarriedon

working...

AtKenMotors...

LateronRainwalkedaroundcheckingoutcars

accompaniedbytheshopassistant...

Rain:IwantanX5...Iusedtohaveonebutisoldit

wheniwenttoUK2yearsago...

Him:Ok,thisway..

Rain:Myhusbandboughtacarhereyesterday...I

thinkits100k...Didhegetit?

Him:Wearenotallowedtodiscussclients

Rain:It'snotasecret...



Him:Still...

Rain:Ok...I'llcomeback,iwanttocompareprices

Him:Noproblem

Shewalkedawayandgotinthecarthenshe

pressedherphonetryingtosearchforRethabileto

seeifshepostedanythingbutshewasn'tsure

aboutherlastname...

ApostfromTheodoreRealEstatespopped,she

clickedonanadvertaboutsoldoutproperty...It

waspicturesofthescreenwalloutside,thepaved

yardwithasmall3bedroomhouse,picturesofthe

fittedrooms,perfectkitchen,bathroom,laundry

room,2childfriendlybedroomsandamaster

bedroom..,postcaptioned"SoldOut...Wantahome

foryourlittlefamily?Contactusfordreamhome

deals"shewentthroughtheirpageandthis

particularhomewastheonlyonesoldthisweek...

Sheclickedonthepicturewiththescreenwalland

readthenumberplatethenshesavedthepicture



withtheplotnumber.

ShedialledaFacebookfriendworkingforacourier

company..

Him:Hello

Rain:Hi,itsRain..Therra,ineedyourhelp..Ineed

todropoffsomethingtosomeonekeromilwe

jaanongtheirnumberisoffbutshehadsentmeher

plotnumber.I'mnotsurewheretostart,Maunisso

huge

Him:Ohok,sendtheplotnumberI'llcheckitoutfor

youandgiveyoudirectionsoricantakeyouthere.

I'mfreenow

Rain:Sendthedirections,herphoneswitchedoff

beforeshecouldsaymore

Him:Alrightcool...What'stheplotnumber?

Shereversedanddroveoffwhiletalkingtothe



phone...

AtCj'sHouse...

MeanwhileRerestoodbyasthevanloadedthelast

furniturethensheswepttheroomandgotinhercar

followingthevan..

Minuteslatersheparkedinfrontofthehouseand

knocked,Ellasteppedoutandsmiled..

Ella:Hi

Rere:Hereareyourkeys...

Ella:Uhu,what'swrong?

Rere:Imovedout

Ella:Ohyou'regoingtoShakawe?

Rere:Igotfiredbeforeicouldevenstart.Someone

toldRainandshefiredme...Idon'tblamehereither.



I'dfiremetooifiwasher.Mybiggestmistakeisto

trustpeoplewithmysecretsjustbecauseiwouldn't

dreamofdoingthat...Butit'sok..Mygrandmother

alwayssaidishouldn'texpectanythingfrom

anyonethatwayiwon'tbedisappointed...Bye

ShegotinthecaranddroveoffasEllastoodthere

guiltstricken.....

Atthesoldouthouse....

LaterthatafternoonRainstoppedinfrontofthe

gateandsteppedout,shepushedthegateopen

andwentbackinsidethecarthenshedrove

throughandparkedbehindanAudi....

Shesteppedoutandwalkedtowardsthedoor

wheresheknocked,therewasR&Bmusicplaying

inside...Shebangedonthedoorthistimeharder,

themusicpausedthensheknocked,themusic



reducedthenRethabileopenedthedoorinshorts

holdinganewcordfortheelectrickettle..

Rain:Hi,canicomein?

Rethabile'sheartskippedasshelookedbehindRain.

Rain:Don'tworry,myhusbandisn'there...Buthe

toldmeeverythinganddirectedmehere.

RethabilesteppedasidethenRainwalkedinlooking

atboxesonthecarpet...

Rethabile:Whatdoyouwantinmyhouse?

Rain:(smiled)Yourhouse?Boughtwithmymoney?

Rethabile:Ididn'tbuythishousewithyourmoney.

Rain:Soyouwereamaidyesterdaycryingforajob

andnowyouhaveahouseandanAudi?You'rea



prostituteRethabileandiwantthishouseback

beforeisueyou.

Rethabile:Ifyoudon'tleavemyhouseandgoback

tofixyourbrokenmarriageI'llspreadmylegsfor

yourhusbandandhewillneverwanttoleavethis

house.Gakeipokemmehelawagotshwanale

Hopeeneifidecidetogiveittohimhewilllosehis

mind.I'llridehimjustonce...Ga1hela...Gapele

gonekemoitaadinokatsepedihelahakemo

hologaotabeayacourtfordivorce.I'vetriedto

respectyouMrsMoilwabutyoufollowedmetomy

house...Gaetodilemolapogasetouketotswana

somindyourtone,iamnolongeryourmaid.Monna

wagagokahaalenglonelykatengibileannaa

nopeletswerurigakeboneaneelwaenough

attention,poorthingliterallywetshimselfjust

lookingatawoman,ican'tcounthowmanytimes

I'vecaughthimundressingme,ifiputmyhandson

himhewillturnstubbornandyouwon'tcontrolhim

thewayyou'recontrollinghimnow.Gofixyour

marriageandleavemealone,santsekeiseke

dumelemonnawagago.



Translation..

Rethabile:Ifyoudon'tleavemyhouseandgoback

tofixyourbrokenmarriageI'llspreadmylegsfor

yourhusbandandhewillneverwanttoleavethis

house.I'mnotbraggingbutifidecidetogiveitto

himhewilllosehismind.I'llridehimjustonce...

Justonce...I'llthrusttwiceandwhenigetdownhe

willgostraighttocourtforthedivorce.I'vetriedto

respectyouMrsMoilwabutyoufollowedmetomy

house...Iamnolongeryourmaid.Thewayyour

manislonelyandhornyidoubthegetsenough

attention.Poorthingliterallywetshimselfjust

lookingatawoman,ican'tcounthowmanytimes

I'vecaughthimundressingme,ifiputmyhandson

himhewillturnstubbornandyouwon'tcontrolhim

thewayyou'recontrollinghimnow.Gofixyour

marriageandleavemealone,ihaven'tyetagreedto

datehim...

*



*

*

*

*

[06/27,01:10] :ChanceMoilwa
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AtRethabile'sHouse...

Rain:Howdoyoureceivesuchexpensivegiftsfrom

amarriedmanwith5childrenandnotfeelguilty?

Rethabile:Yourhusbanddidn'tbuymeanythingbut

iwon'texplainmyfinancestoyoujustbecause

you'veconcludedI'mapeasant.Pleaseleavemy

housebeforeicallMrMoilwaandaskhimtotell

youtoleavebecausennawannyatsa..

Rain:Ketagothubakampamakanangwanyana



Rethabile:Youwon'tslapme...Notinmyhouse...ga

ontshosethemma..IfyouputyourhandsonmeI'll

leaveyourfacewithascarandyou'llneverface

people..Don'tharassmeinmyhouse.Idon'twant

toarguewithyou...I'mjustlivingmylife

Rain:Ok...Ihopesomedaysomeonewillteachyou

alesson...Karmadoesn'tmissanaddress

Rethabile:Pleasegotalktoyourhusbandandleave

mealone.Ineedtounpackandcooksomething...

Unlikeyouidon'thaveamaid.

Rain:Ifeelsorryforyouifyouthinkyou'llgetHope...

Rethabile:Idon'tknowwhymarriedwomenalways

assumesinglewomenwanttheirhusbands.

Marriagemightbeeverythingtoyoubuttomeit's

notamust...Pleaseleavemyhouse...

ShewalkedtotheTVstandandpickedherphone

diallingHope,sheputhimonloudspeaker...

Hope:(softly)Hey



Rethabile:Hi,sorryfordisturbingyou-

Hope:It'sOKeverythingcanwait,what'sup?

Rethabile:I'mwithMrsMoilwa,shewalkedinhere

andcalledmeaprostituteaccusingmeofsleeping

withyouandgettingahouseandcarfromyou.I've

askedhertoleaveseveraltimesbutshewon't..

Hope:AreyouOKthough?Likeshedidn'tphysically

hu-

Rethabile:No,you'reonloudspeaker.

Hope:Giveherthephone..

Rethabilestretchedherarmgivingherthephone

thenRainturnedaroundandwalkedout.

Rethabile:Sheleft...

Hope:EishthemmaI'msorry

Rethabile:It'sok...Iunderstand.(smiled)Getback

towork..



Hope:Sorrythemma

Rethabile:(laughed)Stopapologising

Hope:I'mabouttoknockoff

Rethabile:Don'tcomehere,yalapengwegobuale

mosadiwagago.

Hope:Keeta,I'mhungry.I'llgohomeafter

Rethabile:I'mseriousdon'tcomehere,thelast

thingIwantisforyourwifetohirepeopletoburn

meinsidethehouse.It'sevenriskythatsheknows

myplace.Pleasegohomeandfixyourproblems.

Asmuchasidon'tlikeherforfiringmei

understandheranger...TheverysamelookIsawin

youreyesshesawittoo..Yalapeng,you'llseeme

anothertime.

Hope:Letmetalktoaclientreallyquick

Rethabile:Bye

Shehungupandcarriedunpackingherthings...



AtRere'sHouse...

LateronRerekneltbeforethekitchenshelfsand

packedherfoodwhilelisteningtomusiconher

phone...Itrangthenshepickedsmilinglookingat

thescreen..

Rere:Hello?

Moffat:Hibabe..

Heshowedavideoofthegirlsclothes..

Moffat:I'mbuyingmydaughterclothes,thoughtI'd

getPillarsomethingbutI'mnotsureabouthersize

sinceI'venevermether.Whatsizedoesshewear?

Rere:(smiled)7to8yearsoldclothes..

Moffat:Alright,doyouthinkshe'dlikethiscolour?

Rere:Definitely,shelovesunicornstoo..



Moffat:Alright...Didyoubuycurtains?

Rere:Yeah...Thanksforthemoney..

Moffat:Sure,I'llprintyourjobapplications

tomorrow...Imanagedtoemail50jobapplications..

Rere:That'salot

Moffat:Notreally,iwanttosendaminimumof150

or200bytheendofnextweek.

Rere:Thanksalot

Moffat:Anytime.Bye

Rere:Bye

ShehungupanddialledRethabile...

Rethabile:Hello?

Rere:Hi,itsPillarsmother,ithoughtshe'dvisitme

today

Rethabile:Ohhi,igotfiredbythewifesoI'mnot

surewhat'sgoingon.KindlycallherorMrMoilwa



tofindout.

Rere:Oh,sorry.Whathappened?

Rethabile:MrsMoilwadidn'tsay..Pleasecallheror

him.

Rere:Ok,thankyou.

Shehungupandsighedshakingherhead,partof

herwantedtodialEllaforthat"Itoldyouso"but

thenEllawasn'tthetypeyoucouldgossipandhave

funwith.ShetypedHope'snumber...Herheart

slowlybegunpounding...Shestillwasn'tsurehow

hefeltabouttheKellythingy..

Hope:Hello?

Rere:Hi,

Hope:Hi,heardyougotfired.

Rere:Yeah...I'msorryforplayingyou.Iwasreally

goingthroughalotduringtheKellythingy...Iregret

it,ijustdidn'tthinkitwasabigdealbecauseyou



rejecteditanditpassed.

Hope:Iunderstand...LennaI'moverit..Butifshe

doesn'twantyouthereisnothingicando...You

knowhowwomenare,ifigobehindherbagand

helpyououtI'llbeaccusedofcheatingwithyou.

Rere:Don'tworry,I'mlookingforajob.My

boyfriendhelpsmeouttoo...

Hope:Youhaveaboyfriend?

Rere:yeah,hisnameisMoffat,hehasadaughter

thesameageasPillar

Hope:That'scool...

Rere:Yeah,iwantedPillartomeetbothofthem...

Doyouthinkit'sagoodidea?

Hope:Idon'tknowtheguybutifyouthinkit'sa

goodideaican'trefute,

Rere:Ok,shesaidshe'dvisitmetoday.Shecalled

yesterdaywithRetha'sphonetodayicallRetha

saysshewasfiredbutI'mafraidtocallRainand

askificancomepickPillarforadayvisit.

Hope:Justgohome,onceyou'reatthegateI'llcall



RaintoletPillarout.

Rere:Ok.Thanks

Hope:Sure...KarewagoidibalaMoffatkekukusale

ephuthelwayearsagopluskanawenaomonate

gale.

Rere:(laughed)Wantwaelawena

Hope:(laughed)I'mjustbeinghonestsoyouknow,

omonateautwa?Koogoneskaipelaela.

Rere:(laughed)Ehe,thanks...Mmelewena

diantsha..

Hope:GatwediantshaeebutI'mnotromantic,is

thattrue?

Rere:Itjustdepends...Youwereromantictome

becauseI'mmoreofanemotionalpersonthan

materialistic...Ilackedalotofloveandtendercare

growingupsoanyactionsweptmeoffmyfeet...I

knowwedidn'ttravelanddoallthesethingsthat

couplesdobutaroundthehouseifeltgoodinyour

armsormaybeit'sbecauseiwasasoldierandI

didn'thavealotoftimeinmyhandssoyou



massagingmeandtakingmeoutondateswas

enough..Youeventookcareofmybillsandyou're

notstingy...IfRainsaidthatit'sbecauseherlove

languageisgiftsandtravels...Shewatchesalotof

TVthatonesoochamiwadifferently.Weareall

different...

Hope:Iseewhatyoumean...Anywaysgoodluckon

yourrelationship.Thisguymustbegood...Ican't

believehetamedyou,ican'twaittoseehim.

Rere:(laughed)Hesaysheknowsyou,hewentto

schoolwithyou...Hesaysyouoncehadsexwith

Raininthestoreroomthenyougotsuspended.

GatweRainwassoscaredshepeedonherselfand

theteachersthoughtyouwererapingherbecause

yousmokedalot.

Hope:(laughed)MxmMoffatwagagootaa

swaba....Ismokedbecausemyfatherwasfacinga

deathsentence...

Rere:(laughed)WaitseoneohemileHope,sexin

school?Banabadiprivateladidira.

Hope:(laughed)Moffatislying...(tryingto



rememberhim)Moffat...Moffat...Ican'tremember,

maybeI'llrememberhimwhenwemeet.

Rere:(laughed)Alright,bye

Hope:Sure..

Shehungupandcarriedonpacking..

AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthateveningRaintookafewbitesoutofher

foodandputtheforkbackintheplate,shegrabbed

herplateandwalkedinthekitchenwherethemaid

wascleaningthestove...

Rain:Ithoughtyousaidyouknowhowtocook...

Thereisn'tevensaltinhere

Alba:I'veneverseenhalfofthevegetablesinhere

and...Icouldn'tfindthesalt.



Rain:Youdidn'tevenfrythemeator...

Alba:Iknowhowtocookbutiusebeefstockabe

kediramorowithtomatosourcesoitcanbethick..

Thereisnominestronetoo..

Rain:Ok,iunderstand...I'llteachyouhowtocook...i

wanttocookforMrMoilwabecauseidoubthe'd

eatthis.

Alba:Eemma..

Herphonerangthenshepicked...

Rain:Hello?

Hope:Hi,pleasetakePillartothegate.Rereis

waitingforher

Rain:Ok...Whattimewillyoubeho-

Hecutthecall,shetookadeepbreathandsighed

callinghimbackbuttherewasnoresponse.Instead

shereceivedamessage.



Hope:Iactedlikeididn'thearyoucallingmy

motheraprostitutebecauseididn'twanttobelieve

myRainwouldsaythataboutmylateparents,buti

amreallyhurt.

Rain:Wewilltalkwhenyougethome,iamsorryfor

ruiningyourday.Iamdisappointedinmyselftoo.

Sheputherphonedownandwalkedupstairstoget

Pillar...

AtRethabile'sHouse...

OnthesameeveningRethabiletalkedtohersister

overthephoneonloudspeakerasshefittedher

bedsheet..

Her:WhenamIgoingtoseethehouse?Youshould

pickusup.



Rethabile:(laughed)Idon'tknowhowtodrive,Hope

saidhe'dhelpmeduringtheweekend..

Her:Youshouldgethim...Imeanheisyours

alreadyifhecanspendsomuchonyou.Omo

ganelaengnemma?Heissocute,he'dgiveyou

handsomebabiestoo..Heisyours

Rethabile:Heisnotmine,Hopeloveshiswife,he

justdoesn'tlikewhoshehasbecome...Ican't

believeyou'dfallforanythingthatcomesoutofa

marriedman'smouth...Iamnotabouttobringa

childintoacrazysituationlikethis.400Kisalotof

moneyforothermenbutHopehaslotsofmoney,

it'snotlikeitwouldhurthispocketespecially

becausehelivesahumblelife.Hedoesn'tbuy

expensivethingsortravelaroundforfun.

Her:Sowhat'syourpoint?Doyouthinkhebought

allthatforyoubecauseyouwereasweetmaid?

Rethabile:(laughed)Iamanadult,iknowallthese

isn'tbecauseheisgenerous...Mostmenarewilling

topayalittlebitmoreforpeaceandappreciation

especiallyiftheydon'tgetitathome...Ithinkheis



lookingforsuch...Hiswifeisn'texactlyremorseful

forhurtinghimandshekeepsbringinguphispast

insteadofacknowledgingshehurthim.It'slikeifi

hurtyounowandinsteadofsayingsorryitellyou

wellwheniwas5yearsoldyoudroppedmeandi

hurtmyselfsoyou'renotthatinnocent..Itscrazyif

yoaskme.

Her:Don'tyoulovehim?

Rethabile:(smiledblushing)Hopeisagoodman

withadarkhistory...Heisgoodlookingandheisa

greatdad...Lookslikehewouldn'tdisappointinbed

toofromthebonersI'veseenonhispantsbutI'm

notreadytoriskgettingmyheartrippedapart,it

wouldbestupidtoeventhinkihaveafuturewitha

marriedman..That'swhylesexkesabatetogothat

farbecauseonceamanpokesyouintheright

spotsandwhisperssweetnothingsinyourearit

goesstraighttoyoursoulthenyou'rehooked.I

can'tbethatnaive...Hewaswithherforfartoolong

iwon'tbreakthatbond,ifRainstartsbehavingheis

gone...Idon'twanttobeababymama.

Her:Thisiswhyyou'resingle,you'retoopickyand



youoveranalysethings.Howmanymenaregoing

toreject?Nomanisperfect

Rethabile:Nottohavehopesaboutanother

woman'sman...I'mjustnotthatnaivekoorehela

Hopewon'ttakenoforananswer.

Therewasaknock..

Rethabile:I'llcallyou.

Her:Bye

Shehungupandwalkedoutthebedroomheading

tothemaindoorwheresheopenedthedoor,Hope

steppedinandhuggedherastheirchesttouched,

hischestfeltbigandstrong,hesmelledgoodtoo

andhisarmlinedalongherbackashishandgently

coveredherbuttbeforeheletgoofherandwalked

intakingoffhistie...



Hope:Hi..

Rethabile:Hi..

Sheclosedthedoorandturnedaroundlookingat

him,itfeltsowrongtosmilebutthiswasHope,he

madehersmilebyjustlookingather..

Hope:What'swiththelongface?Ithoughtyou'dbe

happytohaveallthese

Rethabile:(smiled)Iam...Butyourwifewashere...

Shegothisshirtandputitnicelysoitwouldn'tbe

wrinkled...

Rethabile:Goandbathsoicanwarmyourfood...

Aftereatingoyalapeng,otherwiseRainiscoming

overhere.



Heturnedaroundandheadedtothebathroomwhile

shewarmedhisfoodthenshetookittothe

bedroomandwaitedforhimsittingontheedgeof

thebedanxiously.

Minuteslaterhesteppedoutandsatdowneating...

Rethabile:It'salmost8,kooreoreileRainoreokae?

Hope:Idon'twanttotalkaboutRain...Icomehere

toescapeeverythingthatworriesme..

Hefinishedhisfoodandhadthedrinkthenheput

onhisshortsandvestbeforelayingonthebed

whileshesatontjeedgeofthebedworriedly.

Hope:Rethawee?

Shesighedandtiedherhair..



Hope:Takwano..

Sheturnedaroundandlaidonherstomachnextto

himwhilehelaidonhisbackwitharmoverhis

forehead...

Rethabile:Hopeyalapeng.{Hopegohome}

Sheslowlymovedhishandfromhisforehead

smiling..

Rethabile:Othapileojeleyalapeng{Youbathed

andate,gohome}

Hope:(puthisarmbackonhisforeheadagain)Nna

gakeaja..{Ididn'teat}

Shecouldtellhewantedthepussybuthewastoo



shytoadmitit,itwascutewatchinghimlaythere

pretendinghedidn'twantit,shesmiledandlaughed

puttinghishandoffhisfacethenhelaughedtoo

andjerkedhisheadstealingakiss,shetriedtoroll

offthebedbuthegrabbedherandturnedher

aroundgettingontopofher,hepinnedherhands

aboveherheadandsmiledlookinginhereyes...

Hope:Whyareyouchasingmeaway?

Rethabile:Becauseyou'remarriedandit'slate..And

idon'twanttogetusedtospendingeveryevening

withyou.Idon'twanttofallinlove.

Heslowlyleanedoverandkissedher,herlipswere

assoftashealwaysimagined.Heslidhishand

underhertopandsqueezedherbreastthenhe

pusheduphertopandleanedoverhernipple,he

leanedbackandtookoffhisvestthenhewentback

downashersofthandscaressedhischestand

back,shemovedherwaistrubbingherselfoverhis

bonerthensheflippedhimoverandsatonhis



stomach...Shepulledouthertopandherroundfull

breastsshookashelaidunderneathher..

Hope:Fuck!

Sheleanedoverkissinghimandsatupgrinding

andshakingherflexiblewaistashecaughthis

breath,shemoveddownandslowlypulleddownhis

pantsashisbonersprungandlandedbackonhis

abdomenhardasever...

Sheputhispantsdownandleanedoverkissinghis

thighssendingshiversaroundhisbody,shekissed

hiseggsandfinallygrippedhisinheritance.Hope

receivedamessage,hewasn'tsurewhoitwasbut

itdidn'tmatter...Partofhimhoweverworried,he

stretchedhisarmandclickedonthemessage.

Rain:Pleaseuseacondom.Morningafterpillsdon't

preventSTDs,Rethabileisverybeautifulandifshe



isgoodit'sonlybecauseshehasexperienceand

whoknowswhatcamewithsuchanexperience.

Enjoyyourself,sheisverybeautiful...Thisoneo

hetaRerekabonte,gaohetsahooabeotalapeng.I

won'taskyouanythingbecauseiunderstand,at

leastiknowonceyou'vereleasedthattensionwe

willtalkproperlybecausekeaitsegorenopaego

diragoreonnebogale.Shetookourmoneysoyou

mightaswellletherworkforituntilyou'rebrave

enoughtokissme.Wecanevenseparategoreo

mojesenteosenaletswalo,ifyoufallinlovethen

goodforyouifnotthenwecantryagainafter

gettingtestedforeverything,that'sifidon'tgiveup

too. You'llneverhearmesayathingabout

Rethabile.

Rethabilekissedhimandgrabbedthephonefrom

hishandthensheputitawayandkissedhisneck,

sheputherhandbetweenthenandaimedhisdiup

andshiftedherbodytoslidedownbutHopecaught

hisbreathholdingherwaist...



Hope:Wait...

Shepausedandlookedathim..

Hope:Doyouhavecondoms?

Rethabile:No...Wecanstillgetmorningafterpill

tomorrow.Shouldistoporcontinue?

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...



ThenextmorningRainturnedaroundandputher

armonhiscoldsideofthebed,asmuchasshe

knewshedidn'thavetherighttoevenbehurtitstill

hurt...Ithurtsobadtearsfilledhereyes.Tears

droppedonthesheets...Partofherknewexactly

wherehewasandsheknewifshewenttherethis

earlyinthemorningshe'dfindhimstillinbed...Part

ofherwantedtotakethosepicturesforagood

lawsuit,butthenshedidn'thavetheright...Notwith

Lerumo'sthreats...hermistakeswouldalways

outshinehisbecauseshewasawoman...She

couldn'teveninvolveherinlaws...Notevenher

father...

Sherubbedhertearsandgotup,shetookadeep

breathandfixedherbed...

Shesteppedoutandwalkeddownstairswheretoys

wereallover,thewholehousewasjustamess.She

walkedupstairsandknockedonAlba'sdoor.She



openedthedoorrubbinghersleepyeyes...

Rain:Aomma...Whattimeareyougoingtogetup

andtidytheplace?Kanaifyouwanttosleeplonger

youshouldcleanbeforegoingtobed...Whenthe

childrengetuptheyshouldfindbreakfast.

Alba:I'msorry

Rain:Aomma,kooreI'mgoingtobecoachingyou

todoeverything?Kanaanongitmakesmelook

bossyandcontrolling.Whycan'tyoudothingsby

yourselfbecauseyoualreadyhaveajobdescription?

KanaMrMoilwadoesn'tlikeanuntidyhouselenna

idon'twanthimtoseethishouseaschaos.

Alba:I'llclean...

Rainturnedaroundfrustratedandwalked

downstairs,Hopeopenedthedoorandsteppedin

lookingatthemessinthelivingroom.He'dnever

seenthishousesomessedup,cutuppages,

cushionsallover,toys,shoesandjuicesonthe



glasstablewithauseddiaperbehindthecouch...

HejustturnedtothestairsandmetRainhalfway..

Hope:Morning...

Rain:Morning...

Sheturnedaroundandfollowedhim...

Rain:Babecomemeetournewmaid..

Hopepausedandwaited,Rainknockedonherdoor

thenshesteppedoutzippinghersweater..

Rain:AlbathisisMrMoilwa,babethisisAlba

Hope:Nicetomeetyou..

Alba:Nicetomeetyoutoo



HopeturnedtothemasterbedroomasRain

followedherinandclosedthedoor.Heopenedthe

wardrobeandpickedashirtandapairofpantsthen

hepluggedtheironbythebedandbentoverfixing

hisshirt...

ShestoodtherenotsurewhattosayasHope

ironedhisclothesthenshewalkedout,Hope

changedhisvestandputonhisshirtthenhispants

andabelt,hefoldedthesleevesofhisshirtandput

onawatchbeforeopeningadrawerofsocksand

sittingonthebed...

MeanwhileRaintookadeepbreathstanding

againstthefridgeassherubbedhertearsand

madebreakfastforhim...

Minuteslatershewalkedoutintothelivingroom

whereAlbawassweepingassomepapersslipped



underthecouch,sheranthebroomoverthecarpet

asRainlookedather...

Rain:Pleaseuseavacuumcleanerforthatcarpet..

HopewalkeddownthestairsasRainandAlba

talked...

Alba:(holdingthebroom)What'savacuumcleaner?

Hope:It'swhatyouuseforthe-I'llvacuumthe

carpetwhenigetbackfromwork.Finishsweeping...

Hopewalkedinthekitchenandopenedthefridge...

Rain:Yourbreakfastishere..

Hope:Thanks...

Hopeleanedoverandtookafewbites,whichwas



unlikehim...Healwaysfinishedhisfoodsohe

probablyatebreakfastatRethabile'shouse.

Hedrunkwaterandwalkedout...

Hope:Goingtowork...

Rain:Canyouwaitformesowecanusethesame

car.

Hope:Ihaveanearlymorningmeeting

Rain:Iwon'tbelong...

Hope:Wagontiaoitshasamakeupkanawaitse?

Whynotusetheothercar

Rain:Ok..Iwasjustnervousaboutmyfirstdayat

workbutI'llbefine.

Hope:Sharp.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedaway...



AtRethabile'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningRethabileopenedhereyesand

satup,sheputherhandbehindherbackpressing

herselfandstretchedherback..

Shestoodupandwalkedtothebathroomasher

swollenkukuachedandleakedsemen...

Shetookaquickshowerandsatonthebeddialling

Hope'snumber...

Hope:Hey..

Rethabile:(smiled)Hi..I'mgettingreadytocome

getthepillsandgettested.

Hope:Ok,I'matHope'ssoI'lldriveovertothe

pharmacysoicangeteverythingready.

Rethabile:Ok,Raingaaomana?



Hope:No,shebeencominghomeinthemorningko

UKkwaakere..bye

Hope:Bye

Shehungupandgotdressedthenshewalkedout

asherphonerang..

Rethabile:Hello?

Voice:Goodmorning,thisisMasegofromMaun

Internationalschool.IsthisRethabile?

Rethabile:(heartskipped)Eemma,

Voice:You'vebeenlistedforaninterviewtomorrow

morningat8am,pleasecomewithyouridentity

card.Thankyou

Rethabile:Thankyou...

Shehungupandjumpedupanddown...



AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningRainhurrieddownstairszipping

herhandbagasthechildrensatonthecouch

eating...

Rain:Albathechildrenaresupposedtoeatinthe

diningroom...Theyshouldn'tbeeatingonthe

carpet..

Tsarona:Mamamotogoonaledibolotsapowdera..

Tsaronaspataballofsorghumpowderanddusted

hertongue...

Rain:Gomakopene?

Alba:Icouldn'tfindlehethoabekerekeahuduela

buticouldn'tfindmogore.Tablespoonnee

ntshubamenwana...



Raintookadeepbreathtocalmdown...

Cj:AuntieyoushouldaskPillartoteachyouhowto

cookpropermotogo.Shestandsonthechairand

mixesnicelyuntilitssmooth...

Rain:Pleasegivethemcornflakes...Ohavetogo

I'mlate.

Shewalkedinthegarageandgotinthecarthen

shedroveoffdiallingthedomesticworker

company...

Voice:LisaProfessionaldomesticworkersgood

morning

Rain:Goodmorning,itsMrsMoilwa...Ineeda

replacement...Albadoesn'tknowhowtodo

anything.

Voice:Wecantalktoher-



Rain:No,iwantareplacement.

Voice:Eemma,I'lltrytoorganiseoneforyou.

Rain:Thankyou.

Shehungupanddroveoff...

AtHope'soffice...(chancePharmacy)

LaterthatmorningHopeopenedthedoor,Rethabile

smiled,heglancedbehindhertomakesurenoneof

hisemployeeswastherethenhehuggedherand

babykissedherlipsbeforelettingherinandclosing

thedoor...

Rethabile:Guesswhoisgoingforaninterview

tomorrowatMaunInternationalschool

Hope:(smiled)Noooo!Really?



Shesmiledblushingashescoopedherwithher

hugandsatheronthedesk,hepulledherchinup

andFrenchkissedher...

Hope:Congratulations...

Rethabile:Thankyou..FromhereI'mgoingtobuy

somethingformalfortheinterview.

Hope:Howmuchdoyouneed?

Rethabile:IbudgetedP500foreverything...Ihave

somethingnyanafrommysalary.

Hope:(kissedher)Savethatyourlunchmeals...

Let'sgetstarted...

HegrabbedtheHIVtestingkitandswabbedher

fingerassheflinched..

Hope:Ihaven'tevenprickedyouyet...

Rethabile:(laughed)I'mafraidofneedles..



Hegottheneedleandsmiled..

Hope:Let'scountto3thenI'mpricking..

Both:1,2-

Heprickedherbeforetheycouldreach3andshe

flinched,hecollectedhersamplewhileshesighed

inrelief..

Rethabile:Youhavetotestyourselftoo

Hope:Iamnegative

Retha:Idon'tknowthat,I'llneedthatprepifyou're

positive.

Hope:Ok..

Hegrabbedhisneedleandtestedhimselfthenhe



leanedoverandkissedherastheywaitedforthe

results...

Hope:Ketsisemorningafterpill?

Rethabile:(laughed)Sheh,whyareyouevenasking?

Obatagorengnewena?Bringthepills

Hope:(laughed)sorry...

Heopenedthefridgeandgrabbedabottleofwater

thenhepoppedonemorningafterpillandputitin

hermouthbeforehandingherthebottle.

Hope:Theseconddoseyoutakeafter12hours

fromnowandnotlongerthan16hoursotherwisere

dirilelastborn.Nnabongwanakegabaabortiweso

makesureyoutakethepillontime..

Rethabile:(setthealarm)I'llsetthealarm,I'mnot

bringingachildintothissituation.



Hegotthewaterfromherhandwhileshestillsaton

thetablethenhestoodbetweenherlegsandkissed

her...

Hope:Canwetravelsomewhereforaweekend?I

wanttospendtimewithyoukelefree...

Rethabile:where?

Hope:Youtellme...

Rethabile:Thedelta?

Hope:Outsidethecountryisbest,noonewillsee

us..

Rethabile:Ok...Letmethink...Madagascar...Istill

can'tstopthinkingaboutthattrip...

Hope:OK,butjustus...I'lltakethekidssomeother

timetogababuabua...

Rethabile:Ok...

Hope:OK...



Helookedatherlipsandslowlyleanedoverkissing

herashegotfurtherbetweenherlegs,heliftedher

upthenherolledupherskirtandshesatdownas

theykissed.Hekissedherwhileunhookinghisbelt

thenheunzippedhispantsanddroppedthem,he

liftedhidshirtandtrappeditbetweenhischestand

chinthehehookedhisfingeronhergstringand

aimedhisveinedpoletowardsherflesh...

Hehookedherlegoverhisarmandblockedheras

shegasped,hekissedherharderandslightly

pushedinstretchingher...

Hopeshiftedhiseyestotheirsamplesandthey

eachhadoneline,heturnedbacktoherfaceand

kissedherthenhepushedthroughherflesh...

Thedooropened,Rainwalkedin...Herheart

skippedasHopepickedhispantsandtuckedinhis

shirt,Rethabileclosedherlegsandgotdownthen

shepulledupherGstringanddownherskirt...



Rain:I...(tookadeepbreath)Icametocollectfiles

forthepharmacysoIcanfamiliarisemyselfwith

thebooksandseehowtobalanceboth...

Hopeturnedaroundandfacedher...

Hope:Um...Ok...

RainshiftedhereyestoRethabilewhowashiding

behindHope,Rainlookedbackathimandsighed...

Rain:Bye...

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedout...

*

*

*



*

*
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AtHopeLogistics....

Rainwalkedinandclosedthedoorthensheleaned

againstthedoorforawhilewithhereyesclosed,

shewalkedtothetableandsatdownthenshe

searchedforVictor'sFacebookaccountandsent

himamessage...

Rain:Hi,canipleasehaveyournumber?Ineeda

favour.

Shesentamessageandputherphonedownthen



sheshiftedhereyestoheroffice,itwasbeautiful

andperfectlydecoratedbutshecouldn'tevenenjoy

this...Hewasn'ttheretogoaroundintroducingher

tohisstaff.Shepausedattheirregularheartbeats

andalmostranoutofherbreath,shetookadeep

breathandsighedpoutinghermouth...Shewasn't

surewhatwasgoingonbutherheartwasn'tOK.

Shepickedherphoneandpursethenshewalked

outofthebuildingheadingtotheprivateclinic

oppositetheirbuilding..

Shewalkedinthereceptionandregisteredthenshe

satdownwaiting,Victorsenthisnumberthenshe

sentaWhatsApp..

Rain:Hi,itsRain.Canwetalk?

Victor:Eemma

Receptionist:Aletsene

Rain:Thankyou.



Shestoodupandwalkedinsidethenshesatdown

andtalkedtothedoctor..

Doctor:Haveyouexperienceditbefore?

Rain:No

Doctor:Ok...Letmecheckyourbloodpressurefirst..

Thedoctorputthecuffaroundherarmandpumped

checkingherBP.Heleanedbackandpressedthe

computer..

Doctor:Yourbloodpressureishigh.

Rain:Idon'thavehighbloodpressure

Doctor:You'llneverknowbecausemostpeople

hardlyfeelanything..

Rain:I'mverystressed...Andihavebeenbattling

anxietyforafewyearsbutstresssonesenew..



Doctor:Doyoumindifirecommendyoufor

counselling?

Rain:I'malreadygoingformarriagecounselling

thoughmyhusbandwon'tattendsessions.

Doctor:Youneedcounsellingforyou,not

marriage...Iknowalotofmarriagecounsellors

focusonfixingmarriagesnomatterhowbroken

they're,it'shardlyaboutyourpeaceofmind.(sighed)

I'llprescribeyousomethingtohelprelaxblood

vesselsbyblockingtheformationofanatural

chemicalthatnarrowsbloodvessels...Youshould

beOKbutI'llbecheckingyourBPregularlytomake

sureithasdropped..(grabbedabusinesscard)

Pleasecontactthislady...YourBPbeinghighovera

longperiodoftimecouldcauseserioushealth

issues..

Rain:Thankyou..

Minuteslatershewalkedoutandgotinthe

pharmacyforherprescriptionthenshewalkedout

diallingVictorassheheadedbacktotheoffice..



Victor:Hello?

Rain:Hi,ihopeI'mnotdisturbingyou.

Victor:No,I'mfree..

Rain:Ineedyoutotalktoyourfriend...That'sifhe

stillwantstofixthismarriage...

Victor:Whathappened?

Rain:Iwon'tlietoyouandsayI'maSaintoragood

helplesswifewhoisbeingtakenadvantageof...

NnaVictorI'vehurtHopebeforeandforthatiam

tryingtounderstandhisbehaviournow...Thisis

howourstorygoes...Wewerefineuntilhecheated

withanotherwoman...Rere,Iwentthroughhelland

lostmyselfworthbutilefthimabekerkeipatele

monna...Hopecamebackandapologised.

Promisedmeheavenonearthandiagreed...We

gotmarriedhelasenteunfortunatelyRereagain

fakedawhatsappcontactandflirtedwithhim,iwas

sohurtilostfaithinhimsoIdecidedI'llcheat

back...Whichiknowwaswrong...Buticamehere

andweagreedwewilldothis,nowheischeating



withRethabile...Hedidn'tsleephome...Minutes

agoicaughthimhavingsexwithher...And..

Shebrokedowncryingandturnedbackbefore

enteringthebuilding,shewalkedtotheparkinglot

andgotinsidethecarcrying...

Attheairport...

MeanwhileVictortookadeepbreathandsighednot

surehowtorespondasshebrokedowncrying...

Victor:Um...I'msorry...

Rain:Iknowidon'tdeserveanyrespectbutifonly

hecouldtellmewhattodobecauseitshardforme

todecidesinceIwantthismarriagetowork.Should

ibepatientbecausehewaspatienttoo?

Victor:Didhecallyou?

Rain:Holdon,letmedrinkpills...Ihavehighblood



pressure...

Victor:AreyouOKthough?

Rain:Ifeelabitdizzy...Iwanttogohomeandrest...

Victor:I'lltalktohim...canyoudriveoledizzy?

Rain:I'mfine..

Victor:Bona,don'tdrive,whereareyou?

Rain:Don'ttellHopetocomegetme,idon'twant

himthinkingkebataattention

Victor:Whereareyou?

Rain:I'mattheoffice...

Victor:I'mcoming,Hopeketaabualeenelater...

Rain:Don'tmakemeavictimwhentalkingtohim,i

cheatedandmaybehehasn'thealedsomakingme

avictimmakesitseemlikewrongsagainsthim

aren'tacknowledged..

Victor:Iknowbut,heknowshelovesyousohe

shouldn'tdothattoyou.I'mcoming,don'tdrive.

Rain:Ok,bye



Hehungupandwalkedout...

Intheparkinglot...

MinuteslaterVictorparkedthecarandsteppedout,

hewalkedtowardsRain'scarandgotinthedriver's

side...

Victor:Hi...

Rain:Hi...

Hestartedthecaranddroveoutoftheparking..

Victor:Itriedtocallhimbutheisnotpicking,called

hisofficetoomycallsweredirectedtohisPA...

Rain:Ok,butdon'tmakehimthebadguy...I

cheated...I'mnotavictim...IwonderifIshould



divorceorbepatient..

Victor:Hewilldecide...Youguysneedtomakea

decisionbeforeyoukilleachother...

Minuteslaterhestoppedatthegateandsighed

leaningback...

Victor:Ihonestlythinkthebothofyouneedtosit

downandtalk...You'rebothnothonestwithone

another...

Rain:I'vebeentransparentaboutmymistakesbuti

getyoubecauseI'mnotsurewhatHopeis

thinking....ijustwishitdidn'thurtbecauseidon't

wanttoletgo...It'stooearlytowalkawaybutit

hurts...

Shelookedawayastearsburnedhereyesthenshe

putherhandsoverherfacecrying,Victorturned

aroundandpulledheroverhuggingherasshe

brokedowncrying,herubbedherbackandleaned



backrubbinghercheeks....

Rain:(crying)Iwishididn'tseewhatisaw..Isawit

pulloutand-

ShebrokedowncryingoutloudasVictorstaredat

hernotsurewhattosaybutheknewexactlywhat

shewastalkingabout,hestillcouldn'tgetoverwhat

hesawwithhisex...Anothermanpinninghis

girlfriendatthecornerofthebed...hermoaninglike

sheneverdidwithhim.Thiswasapainhetruly

understood...

Victor:I'msorry...

Rain:Itkeepscomingbacklikeitwasamovie..

Heleanedoverhuggingherthenheleanedbackas

theircheeksrubbed,helookedinhertearfuleyes

andleanedoverbabykissingher,shefrozestaring

athimconfusedthenheleanedoverforaFrench



kiss,sherespondedbackandhetiltedhishead

kissingherevenmore...

Heleanedbackandswallowed...

Victor:Fuck,I'msorry....

Hesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedaway,Rain

putherhandoverhermouthregrettably...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...

Rainwalkedoutofthegarageandpausedbythe

passagewindowlookingatAlbaswimminginthe

poolwithapantyandbra,shesighedandwalkedin

thelivingwherethegardenerwasvacuumingthe

carpet...Thehousewascleanandforachangeshe

couldsmellsomethingspicyinthekitchen...

Rain:Hi...

Gardener:Hi...IwasjusthelpingAlba,thechildren

werehungry...ButIfedthemandnowithoughtI'd

cleanupbeforeileave.

Rain:Isee...Doyoumindworkinginthehousefor

thenext3days?Albaisleavingtoday...Shedoesn't

knowityet...WellI'mnotsureifherbosscalledher.

I'mexpectingareplacementthisafternoonbutI'll

tellthemtoholdonsoIcangiveyouachance..



Sheputherhandoverhermouth...

Gardener:Thankyou...Somuch.IpromiseI'lldomy

best.

Rain:(smiled)Sofarsogood...

RainobservedheroldwornoutskirtandTshirtthen

shereachedinherhandbagandtookoutP300..

Rain:Iknowit'snotmuchbutgetyourselfclothes

andsocks...Thisfloorisverycoldandyoucan'tbe

cleaningbarefooted.

Gardener:Areyougivingmeanadvanceinmy

salary?Ialreadyborrowedmoneyfortransportand

Ihavetopayitbackmonthend.Idon'twanttoend

upgettingalittlesalary.

Rain:No,it'snotfromyoursalary.I'mjustgrateful

youfedmychildrenandcleanedthehousewhenit

wasn'tevenyourduty.



Shesmiledemotionallyandreceiveditwithboth

hands...

Gardener:Thankyou..

Shewalkedupstairswhereshecouldhearthe

childrenintheplayroom.Sheturnedtoher

bedroomandsighedsittingonthebedthoughtfully,

herphonerangthenshepicked...

Rain:Hello?

Victor:I'mverysorryfordoingthat...Ididn'tknow

whattodo,iwantedyoutostopcryingandidid

whatiknowwouldmakemefeelbetterifiwas

hurting.I'mverysorry

Rain:VictoritsOK...Don'tworryaboutit...I

understand.Whateveryoudidworkedbecausenow

I'mshocked..



Victor:(laughed)OK...Bytheway,yourmistakes

aren'tworsejustbecauseyou'reawoman.Stop

sayingHopehastherighttodowhatheisdoing..

Rain:Ketaareng..

Victor:Kekopaosekaconfessaplease..

Rain:(laughed)No,iwouldn'twanttoruinyour

friendshiplikethat...

Victor:Thankyou..

Rain:Sure,bye

Shehungupandsighedthenshewalkedout,

grabbedthekeystotjewinesellerandstoodthere

lookingatthewines...Shepickedonebottleand

walkedout..

Onceinthebedroom,shepoppeditopenandtooka

sipthenshesatinfrontofthemirrorlookingat

herself...Sheneededanewhairdo...Newnailstoo

andanewwardrobe...Itdidn'tmakesensethatshe

wasmarriedtooneoftherichestmeninMaunbut



shewasdepressed...Surelythisguy'smoneycould

keepherbusywhilesheiswaitingforhimto"grow

up",ifthiswasthelastkickofherdyingmarriage

thenletitbe...Fuckbeingthebiggerpersonand

fuckbeingawoman!Shewasabouttopunchbelow

thebeltbeforewalkingaway...Sheknewtherewas

noturningbackafterthis!Butitwasworthit...

Shetookonemoresipandsighedlookingatherself

onthemirrorthenshewalkedout...

AtHope'soffice...

LateronHopewalkedbackintheofficetalkingto

thephoneashisPAfollowedhim..

Hope:Ok,noproblem.Thankyou..

Hehungupandsatdown..



Hope:IhadameetingwithMrQuanonSaturday,

kindlyrescheduleit.InfactrescheduleallmyFriday

meetings...I'llnotbeavailableonFriday,Saturday

andSunday.

PA:Noted.Imanagedtobookyourflightticketsand

bookyouraccommodationinMadagascar.

Hope:Thankyou

PA:Ialsoannouncedthatyouwon'tbeavailable

becauseyou'regoingonabusinesstripto

Gaborone.

Hope:Perfect.Thankyou

PA:Thankyou.

Therewasaknockonthedoor,theOAturned

walkingoutasVictorwalkedinandclosedthedoor..

Hope:ManIwasabouttocallyou...What'sup?

Victor:I'mgood...I'mgood...



Hesatdownandsighedputtinghisfootoverhis

kneebeforeunbuttoninghiscollarbutton...

Victor:IwantustotalkaboutRain...Beforeyousay

anythingiwantyoutoknowthatI'monyoursideif

atalltherearesides...Raincalledmeearliertoday,

shetoldmewhathappened...

Hope:Whathappened?

Victor:Youknowwhathappened...iknowcheating

isaddictiveandonceyoustartit'shardtostop...

Butyouhavetothinkofyourfamily...Someonehas

tostopbetweenthetwoofyouorelseoneofyouis

goingtocommitsuicideorworsekilltheother

person.

Hope:Raindoesn'tthinkI'mromantic,what'sthe

pointofdoinganything?Kanaeverytimeithink

aboutdoingsomethingforherI'mthinkingsheis

probablyratingmeinherhead,I'munconsciously

competingwiththisstupidexofhers...Shedid

everythingwiththisguythereisnothingleftforme



andhertodo...Sheevenexploredsexwithhim.

Victor:Sowhynotdivorceherthen?

Hope:Becauseiloveher,I'mafraidI'mgoingtobe

bitterifileaveandlaterfindoutican'tlivewithout

her,pluswehavechildrenman...Iwishitwaseasy

toexplainwhatit'slikelovingsomeonewho

cheated...

Heleanedbackastearsfilledhiseyesthenhe

grabbedabottleanddrunkwaterflushingdown

thathugelumponhisthroat..

Hope:IwassomotivatedtodothisbutshesaysI'm

notromantic...Idon'tevenknowwhatthatmeans,

shesaidLerumoisromanticandhedidalotforher..

Victor:Thisstatementreallyhurtyou...Andi

understandwhy,trustmeiunderstandwhy....

Dealingwiththepainofgettingcheatedthenbeing

toldwhyyougotcheatedpracticallykillsyour



confidenceandego.

Hope:I'mgoingtoMadagascarwithRethabilethis

weekend,ifeellikeamanwhenI'mwithher

becauseshethinkshighlyofme..Shegivesme

attentionandwedon'tfight...Ihatetension.

Victor:Rainisalsohurting...

Hope:Idoubt,Raindoesn'tloveme...Sheisjust

withmebecausewearemarried...Shetoldher

fatherthatIboreherandicandowhateverIwant.

IfIwantdivorceishoulddivorce...shesaidthat,

everythingsheusedtosaytomecomesbackevery

nightandiaskmyselfwhatI'mdoing,howweak

andstupidimustbe..

Victor:Rainishurtingreallybad...Iknowyou're

hurtingtoobutwhatshesawinthisofficehurther

andithinkyousaidpausethistripandbewithher.

Hope:Sheisnothurting,idoubtthat..Raindoesn't

loveme..ShesaidI'mboring.I'mnotgoingto

divorceherbecauseI'mnotreadyforthepainful

processyadivorce.Childcustodybattleandlosing

Junior...Idon'twanttolosemysonbutIalsodon't



wantmypastmistakesoranythingididoutof

stressordesperationhauntme.

Victor:Sowhat'sthewayforward?

Hope:Idon'tknow,ijustknowthatidon'tfeellikea

manwhenI'mwithher...Iamevenembarrassedto

trypleasingherbecauseI'mthinkingsheisthinking

thisboringmanisjustembarrassinghimselftrying

tobeLerumo.

Victor:You'rehurtlaiteaka...Youcan'tshovethat

painaway...Talktosomeone,callyourparentsor

someone...Lennehonestorjustpartwaysbecause

you'renowtoxic.

Hope'sphonerangthenhesmiledandpicked..

Hope:Hi.

Rethabile:Isawthemessageaboutthetickets...I

can'twait...Thisismyhappiestweekever...So

muchhashappenedtomeican'tevenbelieveit.

Hope:Iknow..I'mwithVictor,I'lltalktoyoulater.



HehungupandlookedatVictor,Victorstoodup

andsighed...

Victor:Letmegohome..Ellahasaflightthis

afternoon.

Hope:Ohkanasheisgoingbacktoschool..

Victor:Yeah...

Hope:(laughed)Ojelesengwetota?

Victor:(laughed)Shesaysnosexuntilafter3

months,aregaafolatohersatisfaction.

Hope:3monthsisn'tbad,istayed2yearswithoutit

Victor:Yeah...Shapakere

Hope:Sure...Retaabua.

Victor:Sure..

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,Hopeleaned

backandputhisfootoverthetableashedialled



Retha...

AtVictor'sHouse...

LateronVictorwalkedinasEllaputthebabyonthe

bedandstoodbythemirrorlookingatherself..

Ella:Howdoilook?

Victor:(smiled)Beautifulasalways...

Hewalkedoverandhuggedherfrombehind,he

kissedherneckashisdicexpandedgettingharder...

Ella:Babestop...Youknowwecan't..

Victor:Iwon'tberough..Ntatsenyankohelaee

Ella:Takemybagtothecar,don'tbeababy..



Sheturnedaroundandkissedhim,hesighedand

grabbedherbagthenshefollowedhimtothecar,

minuteslaterhedroveoutofthegate...

AtRere'sHouse...

MeanwhilePillarputlipglossonherlipsand

rubbedherlipstogetherbeforeholdingherhips

lookingathermotherassheturnedaround

checkingherselfout...

Pillar:Mama!Kareoicheipelaboyfriend

Rerelookedatherdefeatedandlaughed,thecar

honkedandtheybothpeakedoutsideasthelittle

girlopenedthegate..

Pillar:UhMichelle!Wow!

Rere:Youknowher?



Pillar:Yes!

Pillarranoutsideexcitedly,Michellescreamed

surprisedastheyhugged..

Moffatsteppedoutsmilingconfused,Rerelocked

thedoorandwalkedoverasthegirlstalked...

Atthesalon...

LateronRainwalkedoutinherheelsandheadedto

thecarchewinghergum,shetookoutthecarkeys

andgotinbeforelookingatherselfonthemirror...

Shepickedherwaterbottleanddrunkthewine

insidethenshestartedthecaranddroveoutasher

phonerang..



Rain:Hello?

Victor:Hi...Um...Canwetalk?

Rain:Sure

Victor:Inperson

Rain:Howarewegoingtodothat?

Victor:Howaboutbookingaroom?IswearIwon't

touchyou

Rain:(laughed)OK...Where?

Victor:Deltaguesthouse..I'llwaitintheparkinglot..

Rain:I'mnotveryfar.Bye

Victor:Bye

Shehungupandsippedthewinebeforedriving

off...

Attheguesthouse...



MinuteslaterRaindrovethroughthegateand

parkedbesidesVictor'scar,theybothsteppedout

oftheircarsandwalkedtowardstheroom.

Victor:Youlookbeautiful...Whathappened?

Rain:(liftedherwaterbottle)Winehappened..

Victor:(laughed)Don'tdrinktoomuch...Giveme

that..

Hegotitandfinishedit..

Rain:Uhrra!

Victor:You'vehadenough..

Rain:Mpelega

Victor:(laughed)Seewhyisaiditsenough!

Heturnedaroundandpickedherupthenhewalked

towardstheroomsastheywalkedpastanother



couple...

Theothercouplesmiledatthem,itwaseven

refreshingtoseeringsontheirfingers...They

couldn'tbelievesomemarriedcouplesplaylike

kids...Themanevenheldhisgirlfriend'shandand

kisseditmotivated...

Victorunlockedtheroomandwalkedincarryingher,

heclosedthedoorwithhisfootanddroppedheron

thebedthenheleanedoverandkissedher,she

pulleduphisTshirtandtheykissed..Shereached

forhispantsandunbuttonedhispantsthenshe

grabbedhismanorgan...BoywasHope'stwin

brotherdownstairs...

Victorkissedheronemoretimeandstoppedbefore

lookinginhereyes...

Victor:(touchedherchin)You'retipsy...I'mnotsure



youwanttodothis

Rain:Iwantto...You'renottakingadvantageofme.

Victor:Wewilldoitolesober...Astolenmoment

likethisissupposedtobeenjoyedbybothparties,

notforyoutowakeupcryingregretting.

Rain:Ok...

Shesmiledtouchinghisbeard..

Rain:You'resweet.

Victor:I'mnot..Iknowalotofthingsandlookingat

youifeelsorryforyou..

Rain:What?

Victor:HopeistakingRethabiletoMadagascarthis

weekend...Ellaleftforschoolsoiwasthinking

maybewecantraveltoRwanda...It'sabeautiful

country...It'sthecleanestcountryinAfrica...Itsthe

DubaiofAfrica..Ormaybewecangosomewhere

closerlikeCapeTown...



Rain:(smiled)Areyouserious?Imeanaboutthe

travelling..

Victor:Yeah...Iliketotravel,whydoyouthinki

chosethiscareer

Rain:Ican'twait...SoheisleavingonFriday?

Victor:Yeah,hewillprobablytellyouheisgoingto

someworkshoporsomething...Actsadandallso

hedoesn'tsuspectanything..

Rain:Ok...

Shenoddedsmilingthenheleanedoverbaby

kissedherlipsadmiringly...

Victor:Canitellyouasecret?

Rain:Yes

Victor:Promisemeyouwon'taskhim,I'mtheonly

onewhoknows..

Rain:Ipromise...Pleasetellme...



Victor:JuniorisHope'sson..

Rain:Heisnot,iwasn'thavingsexwithHopewhen-

Victor:Ok,nevermind...

Therewassilenceasshelookedathimwhilehe

wasstillontopofher...

Rain:Whatdoyoumean?

Victor:Slipofthetongue

Rain:Youcantrustme...Iwon'taskhimanything...

ButifiknowthetruthI'llknowhowtodealwith

Lerumo.Yousoundedsosure..Why?

Victor:Therewasapointhewasn'tsureifyouwere

cheatingsohekeptdruggingyouandinseminating

you...Butyoudidn'timmediatelyfallpregnant,

maybeyouwereonyoursafeperiodsidon'tknow...

Whenyoufellpregnanthewasn'tsureifitshimor

whoeverhesuspectedyouwerecheatingwithbut

thenyoutoldhimyoubeencheating...Hewashurt

becauseheactuallythoughtitwasanotherguy's



child...HerecentlyfoundoutJuniorishis

Rain:Juniordoesn'tevenlooklikeHope...He

doesn'tlooklikeLerumoyesbuthedoesn'tlooklike

Hopeatall.

Victor:Mmennakeaitsebecauseredirilengwana

DNAtestrecentlyandheisHope'ssonthat'swhy

hewon'tleavehimbutenebeforehewasn'tsure

fromthebeginning....Soigivehimcreditforloving

Juniorevenbeforehewassure.Nowheisjust

punishingyousoyoucanlivewiththereminderof

youraffair...Juniorishisson.

Rainstaredathimspeechless...

Victor:(lookedatthetime)Heisabouttoknockoff,

gohome.

Rain:Hewon'tgohome..Let'swatchamovie

Victor:Wehavetobecareful...Obviouslyheis

goingtocheckonRethabilelaterthiseveningor

evenspendanightthere.Wewillmeetherelater



akerewebookedaroomalready.

Hegotoffherandpulledherupbeforehuggingher

andkissingher...

AtHope'sHouse...

LateronRainparkedinthegaragethenshewalked

inthehousesmilingalone,shetookoffhershoesat

thebottomofthestairsthensheranupstairsasher

assshookinsideherjeans.

Sheopenedthewardrobetookoutherdressforthis

evening,shehungitoverthechairandtookoutthe

shoes.

Shewalkedintheshowerandputonhershower

capthenshegotinandshoweredwhilesingingout

loud...



Hopeparkedthecarwhiletalkingtothephonewith

alowvoice..

Hope:(smiled)Kemolapeng..

Rethabile:(smiled)Butimissyou...I'mnakedon

thebed..Taoje...I'mtouchingitrightnow..The

fleshissosoft...Justneedsyoutopushdick

inside..

Hope:(smiled)Ok,letmejustseethechildrenand

changemyclothesthenI'mcoming..

Rethabile:Seeyoudadzy....

Hope:(smiled)byebabe.

Hehungupashewalkedinthelivingroom,

surprisinglyitwascleanandthegardenerwas

standinginthekitchen.

Hope:(smiled)Hi...Kanteneoleseriousyoucando



this

Her:(laughed)Eerra...MrsMoilwasaysketheogele

3daysabonegoreankakgona.

Hope:That'sgood...Thefoodsmellsnicetooordid

MrsMoilwacook?

Her:Idid..Sheonlyshowedmehowtochop

vegetablessmallerandsaidyoulikethemlikethat..

Hope:OK..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedupstairswherehe

walkedinthebedroom,heputdownhislaptop

whileRainsanginthebathroom...

Hestoodbythedressingtabletakingoffhisshirt

ashiseyesshiftedtoherdress,helookedather

matchingheelsandsighedlookingatherphone.He

stretchedhishandandpresseditbutitwaslocked.

HechangedintoshortsandaTshirtthenhelaidon

thebedswitchinghislaptop..



Rainsteppedoutandpausedsinging,sheputon

herdepressedfaceandturnedtothemirrorwhere

shesatonthestoolbythedressingtable...

Hopepretendedtobewatchingamovieandkept

glancingatherasshecarefullyappliedbodylotion

thenshebentoverputtingonherG-string,sheput

onarobeanddidhermakeupthenshedroppedher

hairandshookthecurlsaround.

Hope:Areyougoingsomewhere?

Rain:No,fromhereI'mgoingtohelpthechildren

comeupwithareadingschedulesowecanstudy

intheevening.Wenaotaatswakganteleakere?

{you'llbegoingoutthoughright?

Hope:(angrily)Ketswakeyakae?{Goingout

where?}

Rain:I'mjustsayingIwouldn'tmind,I'llbebusy

withthechildrenanywayssoit'snotlikeI'llnotice.



Sheputonhersleepershoesandwalkedout

hummingthenhereceivedanudefromRethabile..

Rethabile:(sentapicture)I'mtakinganap.Wake

mewithadickwhenyoucome

Hope:I'llseeyoutomorrow.Somethingcameup,

mydaughterisnotwell.

Heputthephonedownandwalkeddownstairs

whereRainwassittingonthecouchchattingwith

thechildrenasshetwistedCJ'sfadewithasponge

curl..

Hopesatontheothercouchandsighedlookingat

Tsotlhecoloring,hemovedoverandkneltbythe

tabletakingafewcrayonsthenhebegancolouring

intheotherbook..

Hope:WhatcolourisWinnieThePooh,someone

help



Tsarona:(laughed)Sheisyellowdaddy

Tsotlhe:(laughed)Daddyyoucan'tcolorherTshirt

blue,it'sred!

Cj:Mamafinishfaster.Iwanttocolour...

Rain:(laughed)Tsamayarra...

Hopeandthechildrenmovedtheircolouringbooks

downonthecarpetandalllaiddowncoloringand

showingtheirfather..

Cj:Daddylook...IcolouredSpiderman...

Hope:Wow...Itlooksgood...

Juniorwalkedoverandsatonhisfather'sback

whiletheyallchattedcolouring.HeglancedatRain

asshelookedatthetimeonherphonethenhe

carriedoncolouringwiththechildren..

*



*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...

LaterthateveningHopepickedCjandcarriedhim

upstairs,RainpickedJuniorandfollowedhim

upstairs,shewalkedinwhileHopetuckedinCj..He

bentovertothelowerbunkbedandpeeledoff

Junior'sbeddingthenRainhandedhimthebaby,he

laidhimdownandpulledtheduvetoverhimas

Rainwalkedout..



Hope:Nkemele..

ShestoppedandwaitedasHopecheckedtheirair

conthenhejoinedherandclosedthedoor.Rain

walkedtowardsthestairs,Hopepickedherupfrom

behindasshegaspedstartledandsupporter

herselfputtingherarmoverhisshoulder..

Hecarefullywalkeddownstairscarryingherandput

heronthecouch..

Hope:Canwewatchamovie?

Rain:No,idon'twanttowatchamovie...I'msleepy..

Hope:Ok,let'sgo...

Hegrabbedherarmandpulledheruptheneachof

thepickedtheirphonesbeforetheywalked

upstairs..



Hopewalkedinlastandclosedthedoorlookingat

Rainasshepressedherphonestandingbythe

dressingtable...Heclickedonhis..

Rethabile:Goodnight,imissyou.ThisiswhatIwas

avoiding.. Gettingaddictedtoyou.

HeshiftedhiseyestoRainstaringatherthumbsas

theyhoveredoverthescreenwhileshetexted,she

smiledalittleasshetypedthenheclosedhis

messagewithoutareplyandcuriouslywalkedover,

butRainswitchedthescreenoffassoonashe

steppedcloserandputitdownbeforegrabbingher

hairbonnet..

Hope:Sowhoareyoutalkingto?

Rain:Iwasjustreplyingafewpeople..

Hope:Yousmiled

Rain:ItwasAnya



Hope:Whatdidshesaythatmadesmilelikethat

Rain:Shemanagedtosellalltheremainingclothes

tothebailcompanyandsentmethemoney.

Hope:Letmeseeit.

Rain:Youwanttoreadmymessageswithmyfriend?

Hope:Ijustwanttosee...

Rain:Youdorealisethatjustthismorningiwalked

inonyoufuckinganotherwomanright?(turned

aroundlookingathim)Idon'tlikeyourtone.

Hope:Sowhowereyoutalkingto?

Rain:Ialreadytoldyou

Hope:Sowhycan'tyoushowme?

Rain:Iamnotshowingyouanything..

Shepickedherphoneandwalkedaway,Hope

grabbedhertryingtogetthephoneasshemoved

herhand..



Rain:Letgoofmyphone

Hope:Unlockit!

Heturnedheraroundandwithherarmtwisted

behindherback,shefrownedtearfullyandletgoof

thephone..

Rain:Letgoofmekegoneetsephone..

Hope:What'syourpassword?

Rain:I'mnotgivingyoumypassword

Hepushedheronthebedfacedownwithbothof

herarmstwistedbehindherback

Rain:Hopeyou'rehurtingme

Hope:What'syourpassport?

Rain:Otsilegompolayahelammebecauseyou're

notgettingmypasswordwhenidon'tknowyours..



Hope:I'mnotplayingwithI'llbreakyourarm

Rain:Breakit,iwouldn'tbethefirstwomantobe

hospitalisedbecauseofyourbeatings,haleratole

hedilewenawabetsaakere...BreakmyarmHope,

goon..

Heletgoofherandsteppedbackthenshesaton

theedgeofthebedpantinglookingathim..

Hope:I'mbreakingthisphoneifyoudon'tunlockit..

Rain:I'mnotgoingto..

Hope:Takemyphoneandpasswordthengiveme

yoursee,it'sfairthatway

Rain:Idon'twantyourphone,Ialreadyknowyou're

sleepingwithRethabile..Youhadsexwithherthis

morningandyouwanttoactlikeitdidn'thappen.

Hope:I'mcountingto3...ifyoudon'tgivemethe

passwordI'mbreakingit..Mphapassword1...(she

juststaredathim)Mphapassword2...Rainwee3..



Heturnedtothewallandsmashedit,thenhe

pickeditupandsmasheditonthewall...sheflew

towardshisphonebuthegrabbedit,shewalkedout

thebedroomasbefollowedher...

Rain:WaitseHopewantwaela...Youcheatonme,

actlikenothinghappenedibileyoudon'twanttoget

intothistopic...Whenyouverywellknowyouhave

asidechickyouboughtahouseforandacar...

Hope:Whereareyougoing?

Rain:I'llshowyouthatiwasraisedbyasingle

father...Wannyatsatherra..

Shewalkedinthestoreroomandgrabbedaclaw

hammerthenshewalkedtowardsthegarageas

Hopefollowedher..

Hope:Rainweeifyoutry-



Sheturnedaroundandchargedathimwitha

hammerthenhepausedandstaggeredback..

Rain:HopeI'llfuckingkillyou,I'llcutyourdickin

yoursleepifyoukeephurtingme...Iboughtthat

phonewithmyownmoneybecauseyouwouldn't

evenbuymeanythingformybirthday!Nothing!It's

alwaysaboutsex...Sex...yougettingwhatyou

want...Don'ttryme...

Shewalkedinthegaragewherethreeoftheircars

wereparked...ShewalkedtowardshisHammer...

Hope:RainweeHummergaelekanelephoneya

gago..

Rain:Wantwaelatherra..

Hope:I'llbuyyourphonefirstthinginthemorning,

pleaseforgiveme.I'msorry.



Sheangrilywalkedtothewindshieldandsmashed

itoverandover,shebrokethemirrorsandbroke

eachlightasHopefrozelookingather...

Hope:Youcan'taffordtofixallthesedamages

kanawaitse?

Rain:Iwouldafforditifyoudidn'tgiveawayour

money...

Hope:I'mcallingthepolice

Rain:Callthem,Idon'tcare...Youbrokemyphone

soyourcarsareasgoodasgone...

Shemovedtothefamilycarandbroketheglasses,

Hopedialedthepoliceandhungupthenhedialled

security,hehungupagainbeforeitcouldring...He

wasn'tsurewhotocall,hedialledherfatherbuthe

didn'tanswer,probablysleeping...



Heangrilywalkedovertoherandslappedher,she

droppedthehammerandsatdowncrying.

Hope:You'regoingtofixmycars...I'mnotplaying

withyou.Okalekanyaphoneledikoloi...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedupstairs,Rain

remainedtherecryingforabout30minutesthen

shewalkedupstairsandintothebedroomwhere

Hopewassleeping..

Rain:Sowearenotgoingtotalkaboutwhatisaw

intheofficetoday?

Hope:Watsenwa,I'mdonetalkingtoyou.

Rain:I'vetoleratedyournonsenseforfartoolong...

OlebeleteHope

Hope:Nkathokajanggobeletaketimiwakuku.

Rain:Sotypicalofyoutoonlyseethewrongidid

butneverwhatyoudid...Iwasgoodtoyoubutyou



brokemedownandpromisedmeheaven...I'mhere,

stuckwithyouwhileyouleavemehereandspenda

nightwithamaid...Useourfamilymoneyobecha

kaone,havingsexintheoffice!

Hope:Goodnight...

Hestretchedandswitchedoffhisheadlamp,Rain

walkedoutandheadedtothekitchenwhereshe

grabbedaknifefromtheknifeblockthenshe

walkedupstairscrying,shepushedthedooropen

andwalkedinwhileHopelaidonhisbackwithhis

armoverhisface,Rainsatonthebedandpulled

thesheetsoff..

UnawareoftheknifeHopelaidtherewithhiseyes

closed,fromthesoundofthingsshewasjust

gettinginbed...

MeanwhileRain'sheartpoundedasshesatinbed

holdingtheknife...Thescenefromtheofficecame



backonceagain,itslidingrightoutofRethabile's

flesh...Sheclenchedherjawsandreachedforhis

dick.Hopejumpedandpushedherhandbut

everythinghappenedsofastbloodflowedbetween

hislegsashedraggedhimselfoffthebedandfell

down...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtHope'sHouse...

Raindroppedtheknifeandcrawledoverthebed



lookingatHope..

Hope'sheartpoundedashetouchedhisdickstill

coveredinblood,somuchbloodhewasn'tsure

whereitwascomingfrom...

Hope:Callthemedrescue!

Hopegrabbedthesheetsandshovedthemoverhis

privatesasRainpanickedrunningupanddown,

Hopestoodupholdingthesheetstohisprivates

andpickedhisphone..

Thechildren'sdooropenedthenRainquickly

blockedthedoorandlocked..

Tsarona:(crying)Daddy?What'swrong?

Cj:(crying)Daddy!



Hope'sbloodyhandshookashedialledmed

rescue..

Tsarona:Daddy?Mama?

Hope:(shakyvoice)Gotosleep...Ijustfell..(toRain)

Tsamayakobanengoshenametsenggoneha!?

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedouttothechildren,

Hopeslowlysatdownandmovedthesheetsaway,

surelytheyhadabsorbedthebloodandhe'dbeable

toseeexactlywherethecutwas...

AtMike'sHouse...

ThenextmorningMikesteppedoutofthehouse

withawatercontainerandloadeditinhiscar...



Aneighbourstoodbythefencegreetinghimthen

hewalkedovertoher...

Her:Gatwegoletsegoleladiambulancele

mapodisikobanengbagago,wasthereabreakin

again?{Ihearthepoliceandambulanceswere

flushingatyourchildren'shome}

Mike:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:Youdidn'thear?

Mike:Letmegogetmyphone..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedbacktothehouseas

hiswifesteppedoutholdinghisphone.

Her:Youhaveamissedcall..

MiketookthephoneandcalledHopebackashis

wifelockedthehouse.Therewasnoanswerfrom

Hope'sphonethenhecalledRain,butshedidn't



answereither...

Mike:IhopeHopedidn'tkillmydaughter

Her:Wouldhedothat?

Mike:Deepdownistilldon'ttrustChance'sson,his

fatherwasakillerandafterseeingwhathedidto

hisex,iwouldn'tbesurprisedifhesnapped

becauseshecheated...Iknewishouldn'thavekept

quiet..Let'sgothere...

TheygotinthecarasHope'sunclecalled...

Mike:Hello?

Uncle:YourdaughterattackedHopelastnight

breakingeverythingshecanfindandtriedtocutoff

Hope'spenis,heisinthehospitalaswespeak.

Mike:WhereisRain?

Uncle:Idon'tknow...Butthathouseisfullofblood,

itsabloodyscene



Mike:SurelyHopedidsomethingtoo,I'msureshe

isbleedingwhereversheis

Uncle:It'sverytypicalofyoutothinkaboutyour

daughterwhenI'mtellingyouthatHopeisinthe

hospital..Iguessyouconspiredwithyourdaughter

tokilloursonandinheriteverythingheowns

Mike:Firstofallmydaughterdoesn'tneedHope's

money,isentthatgirltoschoolandgraduatedat

thetopofherclass,sheisaboss...Osekalekago

tshamekelamogongwanakebecauseherpayslip

willmakeyourheadspin...WaitsebooraMoilwala

ipona,howisHopeavictim?Shewasprobably

defendingherself...WeallknowHopehasatemper

andwhenhelosesitsomeoneendsupinthe

hospital..

Uncle:Wellihopethiswillendthisridiculous

marriage,wehaveameetingthisafternoon,Your

daughterisawitchtryingtocutmyniecepenis

whenshehasbeensleepingaroundandmaking

babiesmo.

Mike:Finally,icouldn'tagreemore,ifHopewas



manenoughothermenwouldn'thavehadachance

tomakehimababy.Lethercutthatdickbecause

it'suseless

Uncle:Ifthat'syourresponsethenihopeHopea

nyedisengwanyanayoamorutegophelalebatho...

Amogatemolalaereatswahooabeelemosadi,

ngwanawalonagalaiwakepampirihelaetsewang

kepheho

Mike:I'mcomingtotakemydaughteribileifheputs

hishandsonheriwillpersonallyshoothimmyself-

Hiswifesnatchedthephoneoffhisear...

Her:Goodmorning,whattimeisthemeeting?

Uncle:I'mnottellingyou,mogatsowantwaelaibile

abusevanyagaHope.

Her:wewillbethere.I'mverysorry.

Shehungupandsighedlookingathim...



Her:Howareyoubothgoingtosolvealltheseif

you'rebothfighting?Banabagoitsejanggoremo

nyalongntwakgolokeyamolomo?

Mike:Thismanistryingmypatience,howcaninot

worryaboutmydaughterwhensheismissing?

Hopeisaviolentmanandhecan'tkeephishands

tohimselfwhenheloseshistemper.

Her:Weneedtohearbothsidesofthestoryand

advicethesechildrenwithoutusingouremotions.

Rainisawife,sheisnotyourlittlegirl.

Mike:Sheisdivorcing...Thingswillneverbethe

sameanywayswiththatbabyboybetweenthem...

Hejoinedthemainroadanddroveoff...

AtHope'sHouse.....

Thegardenerwalkedoutsidecarryingatraywith



teafortheelderssittingonthegazeboafewfeet

fromthepool...

Uncle:Doyoustayhereoryoucomeinthemorning?

Her:IstartedyesterdaysoMmaMoilwatoldmeto

goandgetmyclothes,startingfromtodayillbe

sleepinghere.

Auntie:Soyoumetherwhenyouarrivedinthe

morning?

Her:No,butthegatewasopen,thesecurityvery

tightsomusthaveleftsoonbeforeicame...

Auntie2:Thepolicesaidtheytalkedtoherbefore

goingtothehospitaltoHope..

Uncle:Ok...

Themaidwalkedbacktothehouseandbegun

cleaningtheglassesinthegarage...Shecould

neverimaginebreakingsuchexpensivethingsno

matterhowangryshegot,evenaphone...

Especiallyonethatexpensive...Richpeoplemust



haveanelementofstupidity...Whytheywere

cheatingomeachotherwithsomuchmoneyshe

hadnoidea...Shouldn'ttheybeenenjoyingtheir

money?Herselfandherboyfriendonlydreamof

buildingaoneroom...Justaonesotheycanstarta

family,andherewasasuccessfulfamilyfighting

andbreakingexpensivethings...shecouldn'twaitto

chatwithherboyfriendandtellhimhowrichpeople

fight.

Aftercleaningshewentupstairstocheckifanyof

thechildrenwasup,theywerestillsleepingsoshe

hadtimetomakethembreakfastbeforetheyget

up...

Atthehospital...

MeanwhileHopestoodinthetoiletholdinghisdic

peeingwithabandagearoundinnerthighashe

stoodwithoneofhislegsonhistoes,heshookhis

dicandpulledthegownaroundhisbodygrabbing



thecrutchesthenhewalkedoutandsatonthebed

wherehisphonewasringing...

Hope:Hello?

Katlo:Iheardwhathappened...What'sgoingon?

Hope:Rainalmostkilled...Shealmostcutmydick...

Ifididn'tjumpshewouldhavecutitbecausethe

cutonmythighissodeepihavealotofstitches..

Katlo:Whatdidisay?

Hope:Shesaiditearlierwhenwearguedbuti

thoughtsheisjustangry,I'msoscaredican't

imaginelifewithoutmydick..

Katlo:Isthatgoodenoughmotivationforadivorce?

Itoldyouaboutblackwomenakere?Sorevengeful..

Hope:Ican'teventhink...Ihaven'tsleptsincelast

night,everytimeitrytosleepidreamabouther

cuttingmydick...I'veneverseenhersoangry.I

just...IjustneverthoughtRaincoulddothat...All

thesefeelslikesomekindofadream..

Katlo:Monnaweebuadilotseditshelang,leave



thatwomanbeforeshepoisonsyou...

Hope:Afterthisidon'tseemyselfeverclosingmy

eyessleepingnexttoher

Katlo:Mmekanawetoldyouthatwhenyouwere

gettingmarried...Kotengneoleexcitedkelenyalo

osareetsaolaiwa,wetoldyoutonevergotobed

withanangrywoman...Nevercloseyoureyes

leavingyourwifeangrynexttoyounomattergore

wenagaonasepeaboutwhatevermakesherangry.

Womendocrazyshit...Theycanboilwateroroil

thenpouritonyourdickorcutitwithaknife...They

alwaysgoforthedickiftheyfeelopadile...

Hope:IneverthoughtRainisthattype

Katlo:GonemmekanaRainwasneverthis,ihate

herforcheatingbackbutrealisticallyHopelewena

waganajaanong...Whyfuckthemaidinyouroffice?

Abeorobalaotswalamathoothotseochitileasare

sorry?

ThedooropenedthenVictorwalkedinwithabagof

Hope'sclothes...



Hope:Sheishidingsomethinginherphone,she

wantedtogooutbutiinterruptedherplans...

Victor'sheartskippedashestoodbythebed,they

fistbumpedwhileHopetalkedtothephone...

Katlo:Kantehowfarkadivorce?

Hope:I'lldivorcebutineedtorecoverfirst.Ican't

gooutinpubliclikethis..

Katlo:Pleasedo,whenyougetbetterfilefordivorce.

Hope:Ok,gottogo.I'vebeendischarged.I'llbe

comingfordressinghela.

Katlo:Ok,Shap

HehungupandsighedasVictoropenedthebag

andhandedhimaTshirt..



Victor:Howareyoufeeling?

Hope:TheynumbedmesoI'mnotbad..

Hopedroppedthegownremainingnudeandputon

hisTshirtasVictorbentoverandhelpedhimput

eachofhislegs,Hopesteppeddownononeleg

thenVictorpulleduphispants,Hopegrabbedthem

athiskneesandcarefullypulledthemupcareful

nottotouchhisinnerthigh...

Victor:Waitsegoreyoutwowillkilleachother...But

thenhowcouldyoufallasleepknowingyougot

caughtcheating?

Hope:Ididn'tthinkRainwaslikethat..

Victor:Whereisshe?

Hope:Idon'tknow,theeldersareathomegatwe

theywanttotalktous..

Victor:Sowhatdoyouwant?Wagorayabatsadio

reng?



Hope:AtthispointI'mfinewithanything..IfRain

wantsadivorceI'llgiveittoher

Victor:"IfRain?"whataboutyou?Kanaletoxicwa

bonakante?It'seitheryoubothstopcheatingor

partways...

Hope:Icheatedonce,shecheatedfor2years...

Verybigdifferencethere..

Victor:Leavethepastbehindandthinkaboutthe

future,wenawhat'syourresponsibilityfromhere?O

nnaseriousornot?Kanacheatingyoucancheat

Hopebutolecareful,notgagagogabodipa...

Cheatingissomethingyoudotherefromthereyou

emotionallydisconnectandforgetit...IfIwasyou

aftergettingcaughtiwouldhavetookadayoffand

spentitwithmywifeapologising.Evenbookaflight

andleavebeforeshestartsfindingashouldertocry

on...Idon'tunderstandwhyyouneverdoanynice

thingsforRain,shewillgetsoexcitedwhenmen

offerherlittlethings...

Hope:Rainhasmoney,ijustdon'tthinksheis

interestedinsuchthingsbutmypointhereisthat



I'mafraidofher,idon'ttrustherwithmylife.

Victor:Eemoleseee,problemyagagoyoudon't

wantanymantotouchhermmegapeyou'reangry

atherforcheatingandyoudon'twanttoletitgoso

obatagocheatereneantsehela.Doesn'tworklike

that...SheisnottheRainyoutoldmeaboutinthe

past...

AnursewalkedinwithhisprescriptionthenVictor

foldedthegownandputitbackinthebag,heran

hishandoverHope'suncombedfadehaircut..

Victor:Iforgottobringyouabrush...

HetookoffhiscapandputitoverHope'sheadas

hetalkedtothenurse,Hopefixedthecapand

smiledatthenurse..

Hope:Thanks...Bythewayyouhavemagical

hands...



Nurse:(smiledblushing)Thanks..MynameisMary

Victor:Andheisverymarriedwith5kids...Hiswife

cuthimforcheating,youdon'twanttoknowwhat

shedidtothesidechick...Youwouldn'tevensmile

athim.

Thenursestoppedsmilingandwalkedaway,Hope

grabbedhiscrutchesandlookedathim...

Hope:Iwasn'tflirtingwithher

Victor:Shewasfallingforyou..Don'tbetooniceto

otherwomen,itsendsmixedsignals...Let'sgo...

Victorpickedhisbagandtheywalkedout...

Underthetree....

MeanwhileonthesideoftheroadRaintookadeep



breathsittinginthecartryingtorecollecther

thoughts...

Herfathercalledagain,shealreadyknewhewas

goingtoscreamather..Herinlawscalledtoobut

thosewerenotevenanoption..Ifonlyshehada

closesiblingorfriendshecouldgostaywithfora

fewdays...

Victorcalledthenshepicked...

Rain:Hello?

Victor:Hi,ijustdroppedHopehomenow

Rain:(tearfully)Icuthisdick

Victor:Youdidn't...Youmisseditbyaninch..Elders

aretryingtocallyou..Thereisameeting

Rain:Nnaketshabagolebabatho{I'mafraidto

faceeveryone}

Victor:Ifyou'renotheretosayyoursidepeoplewill



makeassumptions,pleasecome.Lennafromhere

ihavetodeleteyournumber...Ican'triskHope

findingoutaboutwhatwasgoingtohappenlast

night,plusI'vehadtimetorethink.Thisistoorisky,

it'snotworthsacrificingourfriendshipover

Rain:Iunderstand...WareHopeosiame?

Victor:Yes,heisfine.Thecutisreallydeepthough...

Hetoldmehebrokeyourphone

Rain:Yes,hadtobuyalittlephone.

Victor:Ok,bye

Rain:Bye

Shehungupthenshestartedthecaranddroveoff...

AtHope'sHouse...

LateronRaindrovethroughthegate,herheart

skippedasshelookedatcarsparkinginside,she

couldn'trecogniseothersbutherfather'scarwas



heretoo...

Shesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedin,theykept

quietasshegotinandslowlyclosedthedoor...

Hopelookedatherandleanedbacksittingbesides

hisuncles..

Rainwalkedovershamefullynotknowingwhereto

sit,herstepmothersmiledandtappedbesidesher

thenRainwalkedoverandsatnexttoher.Mike

leanedoverandpatherontheshoulder...

OldestUncle:Itlookslikesheishere...So...

Perhapswecantalktothechildrenandfindabetter

solution...Ormaybewecanhearfromthem,Rain?

Rain:Rra?

OldestUncle:Canyoutelluswhatisgoingon?We

wanttohearyoursideofthestory...Beforeyou



walkedinherewewereabouttoaskHopewhat

happenedhere...Lelwelangsesekana?

Rain:Hopewantedmyphone,hewantedtoreadmy

messagesandirefused..Hebrokemyphoneandi

brokehiscars..

Oldestuncle:Seditokitokistoryse,howdidheend

upwithacut?

Mike:Rainakoobuekgangyothe...Ibileskaba

hithaifHopeputhishandsonyou..Iwanttoknow

ifhedid...

Hopelookeddownandswallowed...Rainnarrated

everythingfromcomingbackfromUK,finding

Rethabileandfiringher,himbuyingherahouseand

acartocatchingthemtogether,himwantingher

phonetothelastknifeincident...

Hope:Whydidyouleaveoutthepartwhereyou

cheatedonmekoUK?

Rain:Becauseyousaidyouforgaveme...And



maybebecauseididn'twantyourparentsknowing

youactuallydruggedmeandrapedmetogetme

pregnantwithJunior...

Hope'sheartskippedashelookedather..

Mike:What?

Uncle:Wait,soJuniorisyourson?

Hope:Ididn'tknowheismysonuntilrecently.

Mike:Soyoudruggedandrapedher?

Uncle:Rape?Sheishiswife!

Mike:shestillhastoconsent

Uncle:Elegorewhatdidshethinksheisgetting

marriedfor?Shewasn'thavingsexwithhim,she

shouldbegratefulhehadsexwithherinsteadof

cheating...Seenowwhenhecheatsshecutshis

dick?

Mike:Seethekindofmessedupfamiliesour

daughtersmarryinto?



Steven:Bagolo,usgettingangryandfightingover

thesetwoispointless...Fromherewewillhate

eachother,theverysamepeopletryingtokilleach

othernowmonthsfromnowwillbehavingsex

whilewehateeachother...

Mike:Rainwillnotdosuchathing.Hopeis

immature..

Uncle:IfHopeisimmaturethenRaintakesthecup...

Whatkindofwomanhaskidsandnotknowthe

father?Shecouldhaveinfectedhim

Auntie:MalomagweHopeleRragweRain?Forthe

sakeofthesechildrencanwegivethemachance

totelluswhattheywant...Thisisn'taboutus..

Oldestuncle:Hope?Whatdowedosinceyouand

yourwifecan'tgetalong?

Hope:I'mfinewithwhatevershewants...

Oldestuncle:Whatdoyouwant?

Hope:Ijustdon'tfeelsafewithher...Maybewecan

temporarilyseparaterooms..



Oldestuncle:Sowhatdoyouwant?Whatdoesthat

mean?

Hekeptquiet..

Oldestuncle:Rain?Whatdoyouwant?

Shelookedatherfather'sangryfaceandlooked

down...

Rain:Idon'tfeelsafearoundHope,iknowheis

goingtobeatme

Hope:You'rethemostunapologeticperson...Can

youseewhatyoudidtome?

Rain:Hopeyoubeatme,whatdidyouexpectmeto

do?Iamnotsorryforcuttingyou...

Hope:Soyou'renotsorry?

Rain:I'mnot,akereompeditse?



Hope:Ishouldhavebeatyouup,wantwaela.

Rain:Ihateyou...Yousleptwithanotherwomanin

yourofficeandyou'renotsorrybutyouexpectme

tobesorry?Iamnotsorryforcuttingyou.

Hope:NnyaammelennaI'mnotsorryisleptwith

Rethabile

Rain:Eefotsekelakooeeotswemogame

OldestUncle:Bongwanaka...Weareheretohelp

you...Nowyou'redisrespectingusbyarguingin

frontofus...

Therewassilence..

Oldestuncle:Ithinkyoushouldseparate...Idon't

seeafuturehere.Idon'twanttosayanythingabout

divorcebeforeseparation.

Mike:Itotallyagreewithyou...

Uncle:Better!



Auntie:They'retootoxicforeachother...They'rea

dangertooneanother...Wecan'teventalktothem

likethis...Bettertheyseparate..

OldestUncle:wautwaakereHope?Yourfightsare

justtoomuch...Andalothasbeengoingonwithout

youtwosharing...Itseemsunfairtoeventryto

makeyoutworeconcile...Letsilegobolaanatota.

Mike:Thereisnothingtofixhere...Abaphatalale

HopeayekogoRethabile..

Uncle:EeRainleeneayebonyatsingjoneabatago

boyamaabane..They'rethesame.

Oldestuncle:Hopeyouhavetoleavethehouseand

leaveyourwifehomewiththechildren...Wenao

monna,youhaveanotherhouseright?

Hope:Yes,wehaveanotherhouse..

Oldestuncle:Soyou'rebothOKwiththeseparation?

Both:Yes..

Auntie:Maybetheyshouldseparaterightnowwhile

wearehere,thesepeoplescareme...Keaba



tshogelatota...batsilegobolaana...Akoba

kgaoganelerurigonehareletengleboeleheHope

lehokoasekaalatangwanawabathoago

mmolaya.

Uncle:Hewon't,thisisablessingforbothofthem..

Hope:Iwon'tharassRain,I'mdonewithher.

Rain:Ihonestlydon'tcareHope...

OldestUncle:Children,howdoyoudividethetime?

HopeweekendsIguess?

Hope:Ifshecanbeamomidon'tmind..

Rain:2yearshelayou'recryingakerebanabaokile

wabalathabaoratanaleElla

Hope:3monthswenaoneanyeletseforhowlong?

2years!

Oldestuncle:Itoldbothofyoutokeepquiet...Can

someoneescortHopeupstairssohecangethis

clothesandleavewhilewearehere?Hopeidon't



wantyouinthishouseuntilafter6monthswhen

bothofyoudivorce...Gopadilekalenyalo,idon't

havethestrengthtoeventalktobothofyou.

Hopestoodupashisunclestoodupandescorted

himupstairswherehebegunpackinghisclothes...

*

*

*

*

*
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Hopewalkeddownthestairswithhiscrutchesand

stoppedinfrontoftheelders...



Hope:Idon'thaveacar,shevandalisedthemall.

Rain:CallRethabile,akereyouboughtheracar

gapethat'swhereyou'reheadedsoshemightas

wellcomeandgetyou.

Hope:Yeah,I'llcallher.

Rain:Good,idon'tknowwhyyou'repretendingto

haveranoutofoptions.

Mike's'sWife:Raincanyoupleasestop,akoo

didimaleleHope...stopprovokinghim.

Rainkeptquiet...

Uncle:I'lltakeyouwhereveryou'regoing.

Hope:OK..

OldestUncle:Beforeyougo,Hope....Iamvery

disappointedthatyourmarriageisnotolderthan5



yearsandwearealreadyholdingmeetingsforboth

ofyou,butiblameyouforallthese...Ifyou'rewise,

tonightyou'llsleepalone...You'llusethistimeto

thinkaboutwhyyoumarriedthiswomanoutofall

theoptionsyouhad...Irememberhowweallgave

up...Doyourememberthattimewhenthisman

refusedtoblessthewedding,andrightfullyso.We

wereallreadytoleavebutyoudidn'twanttogive

up...Youalmostcriedinameetingfullofallyour

elders...Youbeggedustogotochurcheventhough

youweren'tsuretheweddingison...Andwhenyour

wifewalkedinthroughthechurchdoorsyoucried...

Doyourememberthosetearsson?Icriedtoo...And

I'moldschool...Idon'tjustcry,thatmorningicried

withyoubecauseicouldfeelhowmuchyou

wantedtomakethisgirlyourwife...Thisisthe

samegirlwhowasthereforyouwhenwedida

memorialserviceforyourfatherafterhis

execution...Irememberherverywell.Shehasbeen

therethroughitall...Beautifulwomenareallover...

Africanwomencomeinallshapes,shadesand

sizes...You'llneverfinishthem.Agoodmarriage

onlyexistswhenthereisrespectmyboy...



Respectingyourpartnersoeveryonecanrespect

her...Onceyouhavemasteredthatyoucannow

treathertosmallthingsyouusedtodotogether...

TonightIwantyoutothinkaboutherhappiest

moments,trytorememberwhenlastshelaughed

sohardherribsandcheekshurt,thinkaboutwhen

lastyousawhercryingtearsofjoybecauseyou

madeherhappy...Womencrywhenthey'rehappy..

Ifyou'venevermadehercrytearsofjoyyouhavea

longway...It'sthetinylittlethingsthatthisgender

caresabout...Doyouknowthatshecanaffordto

buyachocolatebutifyoubuyheroneshewillhave

thebestdayofherlife?Amerechocolate...They're

thateasy...Agum...Acanofdrink...Anoteona

pieceofpaper...Lekwalohelalabogoloomo

kwalelalekwalomosadiwalelaaitumela...iknow

thatonceyou'remarriedsomanyimportantthings

takeyourattentionbutdon'tforgettoplaywithyour

wife...

TherewassilenceasHopestoodtheresupporting

himselfwiththecrutcheslookingathisunclewitha



longface...

Oldestuncle:It'snoteasytobetheheadofthe

family,womennowadayssubmittopowerful

dignifiedmenwhorespectthem...You'resupposed

toleadher...Iusedtoreadalotbackinthedays

wheniwaslecturingandonetime...Icameacross

apieceofwriting..Itsays...Whateveryougivea

woman,shewillmakegreater.Ifyougivehersperm,

she'llgiveyouababy..Ifyougiveherahouse,she'll

giveyouahome.Ifyougivehergroceries,she'll

giveyouameal.Ifyougiveherasmile,she'llgive

youherheart.Shemultipliesandenlargeswhatis

giventoher.So,ifyougiveheranycrap,bereadyto

receiveatonofshit!Rainiscapableofcheating

waybetterthanyouandshewouldn'tbecaughtso

quicklikeyou...Whateveryoudoshecandotwice

better...I'mnottakingsides...

Hopetookadeepbreath...



Oldestuncle:Rain,amanisaverysimpleand

straightforwardcreature...Pride...Ourpridemeans

everythingtous...Ifiknowthatimarriedawoman

whoisdignifiedthenI'mset...Cheatingcastrates

usforlife...Ifyoucheatwecryforever...Wethink

aboutitdayandnight.Itsgoingtotaketimefor

Hopetoforgetwhatyoudid...Helpingsomeone

healtakestwothings,apologisingeverychanceyou

getandprovingyourselfuntilsomeoneknows

you'vechanged...Thisiswhyit'shardforyouto

trusthimbecausehejustcheated..Iknowit'shard

butinmarriageyouthinkaboutyourpartofthe

responsibilityandlettheotherpersontake

responsibilityfortheirpart...Ifyoupointfingersyou

won'tprogressbecausethetruthisbothofyouare

wrong.Nooneisbetterkeraa..Whenyougotobed

tonight...Don'tsleepwiththechildrenbecausethey

willdistractyoufromthinking...Iwantyoutothink

aboutHope...Whyyoumarriedhimknowingwhat

youknowbecausethismanrighthereisn'ta

strangertoyou...Youknowhim,whydidyoumarry

him...



Heleanedbackandsighedputtingonhishat...

Oldestuncle:Iamsadthatwecouldn'tevengeta

chancetotalktoyoubecausebothofyouatetoo

angryandsnappingateachotherlikechildren.It's

sadtoseesuchayoungsuccessfulcouplethrow

awaytheirhappinessjustbecausetheycan'tcutoff

thirdparties.Itbreaksmyheartbecauseonceagain

anothergenerationlosesastablefamilybecauseof

theirselfishdisrespectfulinconsiderateparents...

Tsamaya...Mybrothermustbeturninginhis

grave...Tekoneverwantedthis...Chancewasa

troublemakerbuthewasneverthisextreme.You

maygo...

Hope:Gosiamebagolo...I'mverysorryforbringing

youhereforbadnews...Ididn'tmeantodisrespect

youallbyarguingwithmywifeinfrontofyou...

EmotionsarestillhighbutI'msorry,toeveryoneof

youandtomyfatherinlaw...



Auntie:Weunderstandpapa..

Oldestuncle:It'sokson...Go...Andseparationis

notdivorce,you'rebothstillmarried.Go...

Heturnedandwalkedoutwithhisotheruncle,

minuteslatertheunclecamebackformorebags

beforedrivingoff.

Oldestuncle:(stood)Betsho...It'stimeformy

medication

Theeldersstoodupandshookhandsmakingsmall

talkontheirwayoutuntiltheydroveoff...

Rainremainedonthecouchuntileveryonewas

goneexceptherfatherandhiswife...

Mike:AreyouOK?



Rain:Yes...I'mfine...

Hiswife:Gotothecar,I'llfindyouthere...

MikereluctantlylookedatRain...

Mike:Pleasecallmeifanythinghappensoryou

needmyhelp..

Rain:Iknow

Mike:Youcanprocessthedivorcepapersassoon

astomorrow...Idon'twantyouinjail...Hopecould

havesentyoutojail...Andthengettingraped?The

sooneryoudivorcethismanthebetter...I'mnot

sayingyou'reanangelbecauseihatewhatyou

havebecome...Sleepingaroundandcuttingpeople

withknives?!Whoareyou?

Rain:I'msorry...

Hiswife:Pleasego...

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutsidethenhiswife



turnedlookingather...

Her:Yourfatherlovesyou...Helovesyousomuch

heisafraidofanypossibilityofyougettinghurt.He

doesn'twantyoutodatebecausehethinksmen

won'ttreatyouwell...It'soutoflovesowheneverhe

tellsyoutodosomethingthinkaboutthat...He

lovesyousomuchthatevenifcanbehappyfor5

yearsandsadfor1dayhewouldn'tletyoubein

thatsituation..

Rain:Iunderstand...

Her:Ipersonallythinkyou'retoughenoughtostand

anything...Butafterthis?You'restrong...Youcan

leaveorstay,whateveryoudoiknowyou'llhandle

it.(sighed)Wehavetogo...

Rain:Bye...

Shewalkedout,Rainstoodatthedoorwavingat

themthenshewalkedupstairswherethechildren

wereplaying,butshejustwalkedinherbedroom



andclosedthedoor..

Hereyesshiftedtotheopenwardrobeasshe

staredatthespacewhereHope'sclotheswere

hanging,shestoodupandclosedthedoorsslowly,

drawerstoothenshesatontheedgeofthebed....

Despiteallthedrama,shewasgladthatknife

missedhim,wherewouldshebebynow?Evenifhe

didn'tpresschargeswouldshehavehandled

seeinghiminthatterriblecondition...Itwasbad

enoughthathecouldbarelystandoutthere...Just

whenguiltworeherdown,sherememberedwhere

hewasgoing...ToRethabile'shouseandyeah,now

sheknewhedeservedthatcut...Probablydeserved

thatdickcutofftoo...Butshewasn'tgoingtowait

andwatchhimmoveon.She'denjoyherselfwith

herchildren...Sheneededabreakfrommen...

Sheneededtotravelwithherchildren,ifshewasn't

goingtogetthistreatmentfromamanthenshehad



toenjoyitherselfwithherchildren...

ShelaidonherstomachandGoogledofthesafest

andnicestdestinationstovisitintheworldwith

children...Shesighedannoyedbythisslowphone

withalittlescreenbutthenthepicturesloadedand

shesmiledgoingthroughpictures...

Attherentedbachelorpad...

Hopewalkedinwithhisuncle,hewalkedinthe

kitchenandlookedaroundbeforeheadingtothe

bedroomhoppingwiththecrutches...

Uncle:It'sbeautiful...

Hope:Yeah...

Uncle:(lookedatthetime)You'llbeOKright

Hope:Yeah,I'mgood...Thanks...



Hisuncleputhisbagsonthebedandleft,Hopesat

downthenhetookadeepbreathandsighed,he

tookouthisphonedialledthemechanic...

Him:Sir

Hope:Yeah,ithoughtyousaidyourcompanygives

meacartodriveinthemeantimewhileyou'refixing

mycars.

Him:Wetriedtocallyouearlierbutyoudidn'tpick,

sendmeyouraddresssowecandeliverthecar,

youdidn'ttellmewhichcar

Hope:AJeepisfine...Twodoorsakereit'sjustfor2

days?

Him:Yes...

Hope:Alright,I'llsend

Hehungupandsentthedetails,Rethabilecalled

thenhetookadeepbreathandsighedwaitingfor



thecalltoendsohecouldusethephone,itended

thenhesearchedOtengDominicCHEREon

facebookanddialledhisnumber...

Oteng:Hello?

Hope:Aita...Ionceorderedaphonethroughyou...i

needsomethingniceformywife...Thelatest

IPhone...

Oteng:Iphone13promax...It's22K...Ittakesabout

2weekstoarrive,butwehave1instocknow...You

canpayininstallmentsor-

Hope:Cash...I'mapologisinghere,kethubilephone

yamotho...Mmeyagagweneesaturejaanakoore

helaakerewaitsebasadibantsejang.

Oteng:(laughed)Trustme,iknow..Ok,sowealso

havepouches,I'llsendyoualistsoyoucanchoose

somethingniceforher.Weevenhave

smartwatches..andmoreproductsatourstore

,Akerelasttimeyoucollectedatmyhouse,we

openedashopbyGaboronestation,helahaoleha

dynamicstallskeshopE6



Hope:Ohyeah,butI'minMaunnow...canyou

courierit?Idon'twanthertobuyaphonebefore

shereceivesthis..Alsosendmealistofthose

gadgetssoicanpick,themonnaoberekelemo

nakong.

Oteng:Ijustsentnowharebua..Gocheckthem

out.

Hope:Sure,bye

Hehungupandwentthroughthelistofgadgets

thenheordered.Rethabilecalledagainthenhe

ignoredthecall,shesentamessage...

Rethabile:Hi,I'vebeentryingtocallyousince

morning.Areyougivingmeacoldshoulderor

you'rejustbusy?Imissyouandihadabadday.I

don'tknowifipassedtheinterview,theysaidthey

willcallusifwemadeit. I'mverystressedI

thoughtthey'recallingmetosignacontract.Wish

youcouldholdme...



Hesliddownthetabreadingthewholemessage

withoutactuallyopeningitsoshewouldn'tseethe

blueticksthenheswipeditoffthescreen.He

walkedaroundthehousetakingpicturesandtooka

pictureoftheleaseagreementfromTheodore

propertiesthenhesenttoRain.

Hope:(sent8pictures)Ididn'tgotoanywoman's

house.I'munpackingmythingsthenI'mordering

food.

Rain:(blueticks)...

Hope:(deletedthepreviousmessage)Mxm.Never

mind

After2minutes

Rain:Phoneswitchedoff,ihadtochargeit...Gatwe

"Mxm"Howtypical!Skatshamekelaonmyphone

withyourdrama.Weareseparated,ifyouthinknow



you'llharassmeoverthephoneI'llblockyou.

Hope:Tsek

Rain:Lewena

Hope:Soyou'regoingoutwithoutanydisturbance?

Rain:Leavemealone.

Hope:IficatchyoucheatingisweartoGodI'm

goingtokillyouaslowdeath,you'llwatchhimdie

firstthenI'mgoingtorapeyousayinggoodbyeto

youbeforeputtingaknifethroughyourribsright

intoyourheart.

Rain:I'mkeepingthismessagetogetrestraining

orderfromyou.Iknowyou'renotlyingbecause

Jangocrossedyouandnowheisgone.

Hope:(typed)I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanthat.I'llonly

callifit'saboutthechildren.

Hesentthemessagebutitdidn'tgothrough,she

hadblockedhim.Hesighedandthrewthephoneon



thebedbeforerubbinghishead.Hepausedfora

minutegoingbacktotheirconversationearlier

aboutthedrugsandrapethenhestoodupand

walkedout...

AtVictor'sHouse...

LateronHopeknocked,Victoropenedthedoorthen

Hopewalkedinwithhiscrutches..

Victor:What'sup?I'mwatchingthegame...howdid

itgo?

Hopesatdownandputhiscrutchesasidethenhe

reachedbehindhimandtookoutaGlock19...

Hope:Youknow...Ifoundveryinterestingthingsin

myfather'soffice...



Victorturnedaroundandlookedathim..

Victor:Isthatarealthing?

Hope:Yeah...Letmetellyoualittlestory...Ihada

friendbythenameHakeem...Hewasafuckingliar...

Helovedmoneytooandhetriedtobetrayme...

That'swhyI'vealwaysbeentellingyougorenna

gaketshepemajita...Guysaresnakes...SoHakeem

innowonawheelchair...Hecouldn'tevenfaceme

becausehegotshottryingtobreakintomyhouse,I

stilldon'tknowwhodiditbutithinkhewantedto

gettoRainandourdaughters...Kindoflikewhat

mymotherwentthrough...Idon'tknowwhathe

wasplanning..Maybehewantedtoholdthemfor

ransomIdon'tknow...

Victor'sheartpoundedasHopeheldthegunand

pointeditathim...

Victor:Hope?Watchwhereyou'repointingthat



thing...

Hope:(calmly)HowdidRainknowthatshewas

druggedandraped?Iknowyouknowidruggedher,

ihadsexwithherandinseminatedwithjustenough

semensoshewouldn'twakeupdripping...shehas

neversuspectedheranythingbecauseiknow

whichdrugsigavehersoshewouldn'tknow...Iam

apharmacistsoiknowforafactshedidn'tgetthat

fromherbodytellinghersomethinghappened.

You'retheonlyonewhoknowsaboutthisVic...how

didsheknow?Wasshegoingtoseeyoulastnight?

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtVictor'sHouse..

Victor'sheartpoundedashelookedatthegun...

Victor:Isthatarealgun?

Hope:Youdon'tbelieveme?

Hopereachedinhispocketandscrewedsomething

onthegun...

Hope:Letmeputasilencersowedon'twakethe

neighbours...

HescreweditonandaimedattheTVthenhepulled

thetriggercrackingtheTV,Victorstoodupthen

Hopepointeditathim...



Hope:Sit.....

Victor:SoyouthinkI'dsleepwithyourwife?

Hope:Idon'tknowVic,wouldyou?I'vehaditup

herewithguysbetrayingme...ThistimeI'mnot

lettingasoullivetotellatail..Butonlyifyoulieto

me..Makemestupid...Makemebegyouforinfo

thenI'mgoingtoshootyoudeadandcomeback

herelikeiwantedtofindoutwhyyou'renot

answeringonlytofindyoudead...Iamcapableof

stagingarobbery...

Victor:Ok,I'lltellyouthetruth...(swallowedstill

standing)ItoldElla...I'msorry...Slipofthetongue...

Weweretalkingabouthowourdaughterdoesn't

lookanythinglikeme...Andthenisaidshereminds

meofJuniorbecausehelooksnothinglikeyouyet

thrDNAsaidsheisyours...That'swhensheasked

mequestions...IbeggedhernottotellanyonebutI

guessshetalkedtoRain,idon'tknow...Pleasetell

meyouandRainsometimesdiscussshityou



shouldn'tdiscuss...Howdoyouthinkiendedup

knowingaboutKelly?Everythingitellyouihear

fromEllabecauseshetalkstothisladiesandthen

whenwechatwrenduptellingeachotherpeople's

businesses...NotthatI'dtellherverydeepthingsor

ifweeverdidsomethingillegal.You'remyboyyou

knowI'dnevergothatfar...

Hopereluctantlylookedathimandputthegun

down,Victorsighedinreliefandsatdownlooking

athim...

Victor:Ican'tbelieveyouthinkI'dsleepwithyour

wife..

Hopegothiscrutchesandstooduplookingathim

withastraightface...

Hope:Ififindoutyouliedtomeevenifit's5years

fromnowiamgoingtokillyou...Andjustsoyou



know,Raindoesn'tknowhowtokeepsecrets.She

willtellmewhenshegetstooangryortooexcited...

Hewalkedoutleavingthedooropenthenhegotin

thecaranddroveoffwhileVictorstoodatthedoor

lookingathim.Heturnedaroundlookingathis

brokenTV....

AtRethabile'sHouse..

LaterthatnightRethabilestoodinthekitchen

washingherplates,hermindwonderedoffagain...

Wasthisit?Shefinishedwashingthedishesand

triedtodrinkwaterbutitwastasteless...Sheput

thecupdownandwalkedtothebathroom...Hope

wasn'ttalkingtoher...Andasmuchassheknew

andunderstoodthatheismarriedandbelongsto

anotherwomanitstillhurtthathewasn'tgivingher

thatattention...Henevermissedhercallsortook

thewholedaytoreplyher...



ShesatonthebedandclickedonWhatsAppto

checkhislastseen,hewasonlinebuthehadn't

openedhermessages..Shetypedanotherone...

Rethabile:IseverythingOK?Ihopeyourdaughteris

OKtoo,imissyou..

Shesentthemessageandwaitedforhisreply,he

gotoffline.Shedialledhersister...

Her:(sleepy)Hello?

Retha:Hi,I'mverystressed

Her:Keeng?

Retha:Hopeisignoringme...Idon'tknowifidid

somethingorsaidsomethingwrong...Lasttimere

kgaoganyegolemonatehelaelegorehewasgoing

hometochangeandbringextraclothesforwhenhe

sleepsover.Thenexttimewhenisentamessage



tellinghimI'mwaitinghesaidhisdaughterisnot

well,whichikindofdoubtbecausehiskidsaren't

reallysicklykidsandhedidn'tgointodetails...Sale

hoomonnammaekarehelostinterest...

Her:Galaaomana?

Retha:Ngng...

Her:Bepatient,I'msureheisjustsortingouthis

familyproblemssohecanbewithyou...Don't

pesterhimwithmessagesyou'llgetintroublewith

hiswife.

Retha:Heisnotafraidofhergapesheisnotall

that...Sheisnotbeautifuloranything...Shecaught

ushavingsexandHopedidn'tpanic...Heescorted

meoutbuthewasn'tscaredoranything...That's

thedayhesaidhewasgoingtogethisclothesso

nnegolemonatehelatotawedidn'targue.

Her:Gaabuesepekadivorce?

Retha:No,butifamancanspend400Konyouthen

hehastohaveaplanforthefutureright?

Her:Exactly,hencekeregivehimachance...Don't



behavelikewives...Theypestermen,theycall

endlesslyandsendbigparagraphs...Justrelaxand

waitforhim..

Retha:Eish...Ok...Kanahewassupposedtocome

buyfurnitureforthehouseandheissupposedto

teachmehowtodrivesoicanstartusingthecar...

Her:Givehimtime.Anddon'tstress....Ithought

you'restrongerthanthis...Yousaidityourselfthat

youcan'tinvestyourfeelingsintoamarriedman...

Rethabile:(sighed)Thingschangewhenhestarts

fuckingyouraw,makingplanswithyouandwhen

hiswifecaughtustogetheriexpectedhimtokick

meoutandchaseafterherlikenormalmarriedmen

buthedidn't..Hewaschilled....Ifellinlovewith

him...Didyouknowthathesupportshischildrenby

himself?Hepayschildsupportya2Kpermonth,on

topofthathepaysfortheschool...andit'saprivate

school,hepaysfortheschoolbustooandevery

beginningifaseasonhesendsextra3Kmakingit

5Kthatmonthjustsohischildcangetnewclothes

forsummerorwinterdependingontheseason.

Eachofhischildrenhaveplotsand2bedroom



houseswithtenants..

Her:Wayaka!?

Retha:I'mserious...Iwaslookingathislaptopthe

othertime,heisalsoplanningtoopeneducation

policieswherehesavesmoneyfortheirhigher

education...Hesaysifanyofhischildrenfailto

qualifyforthegovernmentsponsorshiptotertiary

heispersonallysponsoringthemforwhatever

coursetheywant...Andthisappliestoallhis

childreneventheonesfromoutsidehismarriage.

Her:Kanathismeansevenifyoucan'tfindajob

youcanbehisbabymamaandbeverywelltaken

careof,whatkindofachildwearsclothesfor3K

that'sthemoneyyoucanjustenjoy...Ican'tbelieve

richpeopleplaywithmoneylikethat..Jaanongwa

preventa?Lesadipilisiifyoubeentakingthem...Ote

obueyourprinciplestsaboican'tbringachildinto

dramaotaipona..

Retha:Ididn'tknowheisthatresponsible...Kore

lehankabidiwaahomewreckeraslongasiknowi

madeababywitharesponsibleguylikehimiknow



hewillalwaysdotherightthingevenifwebreakup.

I'mnotjustdoingitformyself...I'mdoingitformy

child...Theysayawomanhasthepowertochoose

afatherforherchildren,thisguyisagoodfather...

Evenifhedumpsmemychild'sfutureisseteseng

babarutiwanggosapotabana...I'mhopingthis

MadagascartripwillscoremealittleMoilwa...

Maybethat'swhyI'mstressedbecauseifeellikehe

isgettingcoldfeet,togaabuedilonyanatsaboke

baakanyalapahewehewe

Her:Butifyoudon'tpesterhimhewillbeback....

Retha:Ok...Anywaygoodnight

Her:Night..

Shehungupandsighedgoingtobed...

AtHope'spharmaceuticals....

ThenextmorningRainpulledintotheCFOreserved

parkingslot,herblackhighheelsteppedoutbefore



herwholebodygotoutthenshefixedherslackand

top,sheputonherblazerandgrabbedherlaptop

thenshewalkedfixingherwavyhairasthecar

lightsflushedlockingup.

Thedoubledoorsopenedautomaticallyasshe

steppedonthecarpetwalkingin,sheflusheda

smileasthetwoclientswalkingout,the

receptionistsmiledatherlookingatherfromhead

totoe...

Receptionist:HiMrsMoilwa

Rain:(smiled)Heybabes...Iloveyourlipstick..

Receptionist:Kearekisa,I'llbringyouoreke

Rain:Pleasedo...Bringshadesofpurpleornudes...

Her:Eemma...

ShewalkedpastseveralofficesincludingHope's

office...



MeanwhileHopepausedtalkingtotheofficeand

lookedatherpassingbywithoutwaving,hehung

upandwalkedovertothedoorthenhestuckhis

headoutlookingatherassheunlockedheroffice,

helookedatherhopingshe'dturnaroundsohe

couldgreetherbutshewalkedinandclosedthe

door.

Hewalkedbacktothetableastheclientcalled

back,hepickedthecallandsatdown....

MeanwhileRainreceivedamessagefromLerumo..

Lerumo:I'minBotswana.Iwanttoseemyson.

Rain:Good,youhaveuntilFridaytocomeget

Junior'sDNAswabforaDNAtest,youcantesthis

samplewhereveryouwantwithouttellingmeso

youcanbesatisfiedwiththeresults.Ifyoudon'tget

hisswabbutFridaythenyouandmearedone



talkingaboutthis.Hopegotmepregnanttogetme

toslowdownjustthatforamomenthewasn'tsure

butafterfindingouthewantedmetolivewiththe

guiltofthinkingicheatedandbroughtachildlike

him.Yacourtifyouthinkyouhaveacasedear.

AfterFridayiwon'tbetalkingtoyouibileI'llgeta

restrainingorderifihaveto.Getthesample,

otherwiseI'mdonepersonallytalkingtoyou.

Shesenttheresponseandputdownherphonethen

shepulledoverthefilessheissupposedtogo

through...

Therewasaknockonthedoor,sherespondedthen

Hopewalkedin...Sheputonastraightfaceandhe

puttwodocumentsonthetablewithoutsaying

anything...

RainpickedthecarregistrationandtheLandboard

acknowledgementletterfortransferthensheread

andputthemback...



Hope:Theybelongtothecompany....soyoucan

evictherandrepossessthecar.

Rain:Amisupposedtobeimpressed?HopeIam

notevictingyoursoulmatewhocutsnicelittle

veggiesforyou.I'mnotgettinginvolved...Haele

goreotshabaRethabiletswamoofisingyame,I'm

notcleaningupyourmess...someofusactually

havetoworkforeverythingbecausewedon'thave

menwhobuyusnicethingslikeboRethabile.

Hope:Akereyoubeenfiringpeoplesowhynotdo

this?

Rain'sbloodrushedassheglaredathimnarrowing

hereyesinanger...

Hope:Youdon'tscaremeoiraengmatho?

Rain:Houputswamoofisingyame..



Sheignoredhimandloggedintohercomputerthen

hewalkedtothewallandswitchedoffthepower,

thecomputershutdownthenheswipeddownher

filesandwalkedout,sheangrilystoodthenheran

limpingtohisoffice,shegrabbedherpaperbinand

aimedathimassheraninheelsbuthedashedin

hisofficeandlockedupasthebinlandedonhis

door...

Otherofficersstucktheirheadsoutoftheiroffices,

shetookadeepbreathandsmiledwavingatthem,

theylookedatthebininfrontofthedoorand

grinnedbackconfused,whowouldn'tsmilebackat

theirboss...

Shepickedherbinandwalkedbackinheroffice

wheresheputitproperlyandkneltdownpickingher

papers...

*



*

*

*
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Atthedrivingschool...

LateronRethabilecountedhermoneyandhanded

theinstructor,hewroteherareceiptandhandedit

back...

Him:So...Whenareyougoingtostart?

Rethabile:Iwanttostartimmediately...Nowifits

OK..

Him:Ok,haveyoutakenatheorytest?

Rethabile:No,Ihaven'tdoneanything,butijust



wanttodrivefirst...I'lltakethetestafter...Ihavea

carbutihaven'tdrivenitbecauseidon'tknowhow

to.Ificanatleastgotothemall..

Him:Alright...Isitamanualorautomatic?

Rethabile:Idon'tknow

Him:Whatcarisit?Likewhat'sthesignatthefront?

Rethabile:Ithinkit'sAudi

Him:Ok...Come...

Theygotinthecarandbegunwiththebasics...

Attheriver....

LaterthatafternoonMoffatsteppedintothe

speedboatthenheturnedaroundandheldhis

daughter'shand,shesteppedinandsatdownfixing

herbrightsunglassesandtheflowergarland

aroundherneck,MoffatgotPillarandputherinas

shesmiledandsatnexttoherclassmatewitha



differentcolorofgarlandaroundherneck,Rere

steppedoverholdingMoffat'shandandgotinashe

heldherwaistandkissedher...

Moffat:Areyougood?

Rere:Yeah...Takeapictureofme..

Moffattookapictureofherthensheleanedover

betweenthegirlsandsmiledastheyallsmiledand

putuppeacesigns,hesatdownandtookthelast

picturebeforetheboattookoffalongthe

ThamalakaneRiver....

Thegirlsscreamedasthewindblewtheirhair...

Theywavedatagroupofwomenstandinginthe

wateratchestlevelharvestingwaterlilytubers..

Reresmiledlookingatherdaughterchattingwith

herfriend,sheturnedandcaughtMoffatstaringat

her,sheblushedashereachedforhandandheld



her...

Rere:Thiswasagoodidea..thegirlsareenjoying

this..

Moffat:Ithoughtthey'dbescaredofthewater..

Rere:(laughed)Boneba..

Sheturnedaroundandtookmorepicturesofthe

girls.Anhourlatertheboatstoppedonthebanksof

theriverbringingwithitslapsofwaves,Moffat

steppedoutandgotthegirlsoutbeforepayingthe

boatoperator..

Moffat:Tankimorena,ketaatisadipopaetsegape

nexttime

Him:Thankyou...

ThegirlsracedtothecarasheheldRere'shand,

shelookeddownabsentminded,heputhisarm



aroundhershoulderandkissedhercheek..

Moffat:Youhavetotalkaboutitsoitcanstop

botheringyou..

Rere:What?

Moffat:whateveryouwerethinkingabout..

Rere:Promisemeyouwon'tjudgeme..

Moffat:I'dneverjudgeyou..

Rere:IhaveacourtappearanceonThursday..

Moffat:(frowned)Forwhat?

Rere:Murder

Moffatstoppedwalkingandlookedatherthenshe

stoppedandfoldedherarmsembarrassed..

Moffat:Idon'tunderstand...Wasthissomething

thathappenedatworkwhenyouwereasoldier?

Rere:No,rightafterilefttheforce...Mycousintried



torapePillar,iattackedhimandhissisterattacked

metoo,wefoughtandibrokeherneck..Mycousin

wasfoundguiltyofattemptedrape,heiscurrently

injailfortherapeof2otherminors...Mytrialfor

themurderofmycousinwhoishissisteris

starting...Thishappenedyearsago,justthat

murdercasestakeyears...

Moffat:Wow...So,like...Youjustgrabbedherneck

andbrokeitorshefellandbrokeherneck?

Rere:Ibrokeherneck,isnappedit...Theywereall

attackingmeandihadtodefendmyself..

Heremainedfrozenstaringather,shelooked

aroundandbackathimthentheyquietlywalkedto

thecar.Theygotinanddroveoutashethoughtfully

focusedontheroadwithoutaword...

AtRain'soffice...

Therewasaknockonthedoor,Rainrespondedand



adeliverymanwalkedinwithtwoparcelboxes..

Him:Goodafternoon,MrsMoilwaright?

Rain:Yes...

Him:Ihavetwopackagesforyou,oneisfrom

GaboroneandtheotherisfromMaun...Pleasesign

here..

Shesignedconfusedthenhewalkedaway,she

pulledthesmallerboxandopenedit,hereyebrows

liftedasshelookedtheIPhoneboxthenshe

noticeditwasthelatest..Shesmiledopeningthe

boxandpickedtheprintednoteinside.

"DearWife,

I'msorryforbreakingyourphone,pleaseforgiveme

forthefactthatittookmebreakingyourphoneto

buyyouone.Ipromisethatwon'talwaysbethe



case.

Ohanddon'tsorryaboutthecars,iknowyou'll

neversaysorrysoI'msorrythatyoubrokemycars

too.IknowI'msorryishardforyourgenderand

you'drathercry."

Shelaughedreadingthelastpartandshookher

head,shepickedtheIPhoneandfrowned

emotionallythenshekisseditandputitonher

chestwithasighofrelief...Shecheckedinsideand

pickedasmartwatch...Sheputitonherwristand

pickedthepouchinsidethensheputherphone

inside..Sherememberedthelastboxandpulledit

overthensheopeneditandlookedinside...

Shesalivatedjustlookingatthedelicioustreats

thensheopenedthecoverandpickedpieceof

meat...

Shelickedherfingersandwentbacktothephone



smiling.ShestoodupandwalkedtoHope'soffice

wheresheknockedandentered,buthewasn'tthere,

sheturnedbackandwalkedtoherofficepressing

herphonewithasmile...

Atthedrivingschool....

MeanwhileHopedrovealongtheroadtalkingtohis

uncle...

Katlo:I'mreallygladthisisover,atleastbothofyou

cannowmoveon.

Hope:Yeah..

Katlo:You'renotstressedright?

Hope:Ngng

Katlo:Good...

HopespottedRethabilewaitingforataxi,afewfeet



fromherwasanothermaninnocentlywaitingfora

taxiaswell.Thiswashisonlyopportunityandhe'd

takeit.Hepulledover,Rethabilesmiledandhurried

over..

Hope:Willcallyouback

Hehungupasshejumpedinthefrontandclosed

thedoorsmilingexcitedly..

Rethabile:Hi...Soidecidedtopayforthedriving

schoolsinceyou'rereallybusy.Howwasyourday?

Hope:Whoisthatguyyouwerestandingwith?

Rethabile:Who?

Hope:Don'tpretendyoudon'tknow

Rethabilelookedbackandnoticedtherewasaman

waitingforataxi...



Rethabile:Thatone?Hemusthavebeenwaitingfor

thetaxi..Whowasn'tfeelingwellamongstthegirls?

Hope:Soyou'recheatingonme?

Rethabile:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Hope:Ican'tdothis...Ididn'tthinkyou'dcheaton

me...I'mnotevengoingtofightyouoranything.I

justwantyououtofmyhousebeforetheendof

tomorrow,leavemycarbehind..

Rethabile:Hopeidon'tknowthatman!

Hope:Keepdenyingit...Butleavemyhouse.

Rethabile:Andithoughtthat'smyhouse...Andthe

cartoo,youonlyregisteredinyournamessowe

canlaterchangeitsinceididn'thavemyIDwithme

thatday.

Hope:Thisisover...Idon'tknowwhatwewere

abouttobebutican'tdothisanymore.I'msorry.

Akenastrengthtoargueacheater..

Rethabile:(tearfully)HopeI'mnotcheatingonyou...

Idon'tknowthatman.



Hepulledonthesideoftheroadandunlockedthe

doorlookingatherwithastraightface..

Hope:Getout,ineverthoughtyouofallpeople

couldcheatonme.

Rethabilesteppedoutofthecarandclosedthe

doorcrying,Hoperolledupthewindowanddrove

off...

*

*

*

*
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Onthesideoftheroad...

Rethabilewipedhertearsasataxistoppedthen

shegotinthebackandclosedthedoor.

Rethabile:ChanceMoilwaPharmacy..

Driver:Ok..

Rethabileleanedbacklookingoutsideastears

burnedhereyes,sherubbedhereyesandtriedto

calmdownbutpainchokedherandshebegun

cryingsilentlyandsniffing,thetaxidriveradjusted

hismirrorandlookedather...

Driver:MysisterareyouOK?

Shesniffledtryingtoholdinginbutitjustcame

out...



Driver:Kemjolokanaunemployment?Kanako

lapeng?

Rethabile:Myboyfriendjustleftmemmekanai

didn'tcheatonhim...Iwaswaitingforataxiand

therewasamanstandingnexttome...Hesawme

withhimanddumpedme.

Driver:Helongwantedtoleaveyou,hejustdidn't

haveagoodreason...Trustme

Rethabile:No,hewascheatedbeforesoheisvery

sensitivewhenitcomestocheating.

Driver:Mysister?Trustme....Iamaman,iknow

whatI'mtalkingabout...Hewantedyouleaveyou...

Yesmostofusdon'tforgivecheatingbutseeing

yourwomanstandingwithsomeonedoesn'tmean

sheischeatingbecauseweknowothermenare

alwayshittingonourwomen...Hewantedtoleave

you,heprobablyfoundsomeone

Rethabile:Heisseparatedfromhiswife

Driver:Thenbelievemewhenisayhewentbackto



hisfamily...Theseguyswilllietoyouwhenthings

areroughathomefromthereheleaveslikeyou

neverhadanythinggoingon.Thenextthinghis

wifewillsueyou...Justleavehimalone,you're

beautiful,youcangetanymanyouwant.Itwon'tbe

easybutyouhavetotry..Isufferedbeforefinding

mycurrentgirlfriend...Don'tgiveup.

Rethabile:Iunderstand..

Minuteslaterhestoppedintheparkinglot,

Rethabilesteppedoutandpaidthenshewalkedin.

Sheheadedtothebackandtalkedtooneofthe

staffmembers..

Rethabile:Hi..I'mlookingforMrMoilwa

Her:Doyouhaveanappointment?

Rethabile:No..

Her:Ok,youmightwanttocallbutI'msureheisat



HopePharmaceuticals

Rethabile:Thankyou...

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedoutashersister

called.

Retha:Hello?

Her:Ican'tbelieveyougotsuchbiggiftsandfailed

toputyournamestothem.Whatkindof

foolishnessisthat?Rethathemmaosemata?Why

evengivehimkukubeforeheputseverythingin

yourname?

Retha:Ididn'taskforallthesesoididn'tthinkhe'd

changehismind

Her:Soyou'regoingbacktothatunfinishedhouse?

ThwaagalathemmaobueleHope...

Retha:That'snotevenmybiggestproblem,ican't

believehedumpedmeforsomethingididn'tdo...

Her:Thatdoesn'tmatter...Youcan'tcareabout



Hopelikethatasifheisyourboyfriend..I'mjust

hurtyouletawholehouseandcarslipoutofyour

fingers...Gotalktothatman...Findawaytochange

hismindbeforehiswifetakeshimback.

Retha:Idon'tcareabouttheplot...Ijustwishhe

couldunderstandI'mnotacheat.I'lltalktoyou

Her:bye

Shehungupandgotintoanothertaxi...

AtRere'sHouse...

RerelaidinbedwhilePillarsatonthebedwatching

TV..Pillarturnedaroundandlookedather..

Pillar:Mamathechannelischanging,comewatch

themovie

Rere:Youcancancelit,



Pillar:AreyouOK?

Rere:Yes.Ijustwanttosleep..

Pillarturnedaroundandleanedoverherpeelingthe

blanketsoffherface..

Pillar:(smiled)Mama!Wafosa...

Rere:(forcedalaugher)I'mnot...

Pillar:You'resad...What'swrong?

Rere:Nothing,babyI'mnotfeelingwell...Shouldi

callyourdadtopickyouupsoyoucanplaywith

yoursiblings?

Pillar:Ican'tleaveyouifyou'retoosad

Rere:I'mnot...I'mjustmissinguncleMoffat

Pillar:(laughed)Ohisee

ShelaughedatherthenRerelaughed

embarrassed...Thegatemadenoiseasitopened



thenPillarstoodonthebedlookingoutside..

Pillar:It'suncle!

RerealsostoodupandsmiledasMoffatstepped

out,theybothgotoutofthehouse...

Pillar:Unclecanyoutakemetomydad?

Moffat:Ithinkheisstillatwork?Unlessyoucalled

Rere:Heisstillatwork..

Pillar:Ok..

SheranbacktothehouseasMoffatheldRere's

handandsmiled..

Moffat:Canwetalk?

Rere:Sure



Moffat:ButIwantustodropoffPillarfirstbecause

iwantustotalksomewhereandwecan'tleaveher

alone,unlesswetakehertomydaughterandthe

nanny.

Rere:Ithinkwecandropheroffatherfather's..

Moffat:Ok...

Rere:Letmebathher...Ihopeitsnothingbad-what

youwantustotalkabout

Moffat:(smiled)Ifitellyounowwhatwilltalkabout

overdinner?

ShesmiledandwalkedawaythenMoffatwaitedin

thecar...

AtHope'spharmaceuticals...

LateronHopewalkedinthebuildingandpausedby

thereception...



Hope:IsMrsMoilwain?

Receptionist:SheleftforameetingwiththeCOO.

Hope:Ohyeah,Iremember..

Receptionist:Buttheyshouldbebackbynow

Hope:OK..

Hewalkedtowardshisofficeashisunclecalled...

Hope:Hello?

Uncle:Otengmonna

Hope:Eerra

Uncle:I'mjustcheckingonyou,youhaven't

harassedMike'sdaughterright?

Hope:(laughed)No

Uncle:Whyareyoulaughing?

Hope:Mike'sdaughterkengakeremothokemosadi

wame



Uncle:Mosadiwaengwhocutsyourdick?Hope:

(laughed)Keautwa

Uncle:Idon'thavethatmuchofabigproblemwith

yourexwifebutIhaveaproblemwithherfather

becauseheprotectsheranddoesn'treprimandher.

Hope:RragweRainisnotlikethat,hehasbeen

angryatRainevennowthey'restillnotthatclose

becauseheisangrywithher.Thegoodthingabout

himisthatheusforgiving.

Uncle:Forgivingmyfoot...Hestillmentionsyour

mistakesfromyearsago.Stayawayfromthose

people,you'vetriedtomendthingsanditdidn't

work.

Hope:(laughed)Eerra

Uncle:Otshegatshegaeng?HaorataRainogo

tshwerekamaretegonehooabeokorobelao

dumeladumelasengwelesengwe..

Hope:(laughed)Malomebanna...KanaI'matwork,

Uncle:Shapmonna

Hope:Eerra



Hehungupandwalkedinthenheclosedthedoor

andsighedtakingoffhisjacket...

Therewasaknockonthedoor,heturnedaround

respondingthenRethabilewalkedin..

Hope:Whatareyoudoinghere?Mywife'sofficeis

rightnextdoor!

Rethabile:Iwantedtotalktoyou

Hope:Ithadtobehere?Ofalltheplacesithadtobe

here,Rainmightarriveanyminute

Rethabile:Iwon'tbelong

Hope:No,youcan'tbehere...Whateveryouwantto

talktomeaboutcanbedoneoverthephone.

Rethabile:Youblockedme...Doyourememberthat

itoldyoucountlesstimesthatidon'twanttodothis?

Iknewyou'dhurtme...NowI'mhere...Ican'tgetrid

ofthispainbecauseiloveyouandthereisnothingi



cando...Ididn'tcheatonyou...Don'tdestroywhat

wehave..

Hope:RethaI'mfixingthingswithmywife...That's

thehonesttruth...I'msorry...

Rethabile:That'sfinetoo...Iknewsheispartofthis,

butyoudon'thavetowalkawayfrommelikeyou

won'tneedmeifshehurtsyouoryouneedabreak

fromeverything...Iunderstandmyplaceinyourlife

andI'mwillingtostaythere..

Hope:Idon'twanttodothattoyou...Let'snoteven

gothere...IcametoyoubecauseireallythoughtI'd

beabletoleavemywife...Iwasn'tsurethat'swhyi

neversaidanythingaboutdivorcetoyoubutihad

plansforus...youdeservebetterthanthis.

Rethabile:Canihavemygiftsback?

Hope:Thosewerenotyours...Ineversaidthey're

yours...Iboughtthemsoyoucantemporarilystay

therewhileyoufigureoutwhattodonext...Please

leave...Mywifewillbehereanyminute..

Rethabile:Ididn'ttakethelastpill..



Hope:So?

Rethabile:Imightbepregnant

Hope:Sohowisthatmybusiness?Akereyou're

keepingthebabyforyourself?

Rethabile:I'llgotocourtforchildmaintenanceif

youdenythebaby

Hope:Yeahwellrightnowthebabyisnothereso

getoutofmyoffice.I'lltalkaboutthebabywhenit's

here...AsfarasIknowyoudrunkthatpillibileiwas

withyou...It'sthesamenightIwaswithyousoif

youthinkyou'llgetsomeonetoimpregnateyouso

youcanpinitonmethenthinktwicebecauseI'll

testthatbabymorethanyoucancountbeforeyou

cantakeanythebefromme.Pleaseleave...

MeanwhileRainandacolleaguewalkedinheading

totheoffice,assoonassheapproachedtheoffice

doorsHope'sdooropenedthenRethabilestepped

out.



RainwalkedpastRethabilewhosmirked,Rain

swallowedwithastraightfaceandwalkedinher

officewheresheclosedthedoor...

TWOYEARSLATER...

*

*

*
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AtElla'suncle...

Ellapushedthedooropenandstoodatthedoor

lookingatherfathersittingonthebed,hehadlost



somuchweighthelookedwornout...Nothinglike

theherothatsenthertoschoolandlovedherlike

hisblood..

Ella:Hipapa

Helookedatherconfused,thelookshutteredher

heartasshehandedhimajuiceandsatnextto

him...

Ella:It'sElla...I'myourdaughter..

Dallas:You'remydaughter?

Ella:Yes...

Dallas:Ok...

Shestoodupandwalkedoutsidewhereheruncle

wassitting..



Ella:Isthecaretakercookingandgivinghimfood

ontime?

Uncle:Shedoes..

Ella:heislosingweight

Uncle:Heisgettingold...Theolderyougrowthe

olderhegets

Ella:Iwanttotakehimtomyhousesoicantake

careofhim.

Uncle:Ok,haveyoudiscusseditwithyourhusband?

Adementiapatientisalotofwork..

Ella:I'lltalktohim...

Uncle:Ok...

Ella:Gosiame...Ihavetohurryhomeandcook

beforethechildrenarrivefromschool..

Uncle:Okmydaughter..

Ella:Gosiame..

ShewalkedbacktothehousewhereDallas



emptyingtheboxofjuice...

Ella:I'llcomeseeyoutomorrow..

Dallas:Bringmejuice

Ella:(smiledemotionally)I'lldothat..Bye

Shewalkedoutandgotinthecarthenshedrove

off....

Laterparkednexttoherhusband'scarandwalked

inthehousewhilehewaswatchingthegamewith

thegirlssleepingoneachsofa..

Victor:Eybabe..

Ella:Hi...Canwetalk?

Victor:Sure..

Ella:Myfatherisnotlookinggood...Iwanttobring

himoversowecanstaywithhim..Hiscaretaker



willworkfromhomenotasastayin.

Victor:Wouldwebeabletobringinmymotheras

well?

Ella:Sheismentallyunstable

Victor:Meaningwhat?Sheisnotviolent

Ella:Howcomeyouneversaidanythinguntili

talkedaboutmyfather

Victor:BecauseIdidn'tthinkyou'dagree...Ithought

itwillalwaysbejustusandourchildren...Ididn't

thinkyou'dbeOKwithrelativesstayingwithus...I

wantedmymothertostaywithusbutididn'tthink

you'dbecomfortablebutnowikindofunderstand

youdon'tmindourparentsstayingwithus.

Ella:Isee...Iwon'tbeabletohandletwounstable

oldpeoplebecauseitmeansIgettospendmore

timewiththemsinceyoutravelmostofthetime...

I'llguessI'llcheckonhimwhileheisstayingwith

relatives..

Victor:Ok



Ellasadlystoodupandwalkedtothebedroom....

Atthehospital...

MeanwhileMoffatpacedupanddownthecorridor,

hetookaseatandsigheddroppinghishead

anxiouslyrollinghisringaroundthefinger...Rere's

screamgotlouderandsentchillsdownhispine...

Ofcoursehewantedtobeinthere,butitwasjust

tooscary...Heheardthebabycryingandjumped

up...

Hepushedthedoorandsmiledasthemidwife

placedthebabyonRere'schest,hestoodbesides

herandwipedsweatoffherforeheadastheyboth

lookedatthebaby...

Moffat:Heissotiny...



Rere:Ifeelsomethingmovinginside...

Midwife:Ohitsjusttheplacenta-Jesus,it'sa

baby....Youcanpushifyoufeellikepushing...

Moffat:What?Anotherbaby?Thescansaiditsjust

oneboy...

Hesteppedtoherlowerbodyandlookedbetween

herlegsasthebaby'sheadpoppedoutofher

vagina,hefrozelookingatherpushawholebaby

out,thewholeroombegunspinningandhefell

down..

Themidwifewipedthebabywhiletheassisting

nursetookoffherglovesandbentoverchecking

Moffat'spulse...

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital...

Moffatopenedhiseyesandfoundhimselflayingon

thebed.Hesatupandfoundhisshoesonthefloor..

Anursewalkedinandsmiled...

Her:Sir...yourwifeisinherroom..

Moffat:Didshereallydelivertwobabies?

Her:(laughed)Eerra...

HeslippedhisfeetintheshoesandfixedhisTshirt

thenhewalkedout...



Nurse:AreyouOK?

Moffat:Yeah,thisisembarrassing...Didmywife

seemefalling?

Nurse:(laughed)Idoubtbecauseshewasbusy

pushing...Don'tbeembarrassed...Someguysdo

blackoutinthedeliveryroom,it'sactuallymore

commonformentocollapse...It'snothingtobe

embarrassedabout

Moffat:Ok...

Nurse:Sheisinthere

Moffat:Thankyou...

Thenurseturnedawaythenhewalkedintheroom

whereRerewaslayingonthebedwithtwobaby

cotsbythebed,shelookedathimandlaughed....

Rere:Youjusthadtostealtheshowdidn'tyou?

Moffat:(laughed)Wheredidyougettheotherbaby?

Pleasedon'teverdothattome



Rere:(laughed)Sorry

Moffat:Whatarewegoingtodowithtwobabies?

Rere:(laughed)Idon'tknow,maybeweshould

donatetheotherone..

Theylaughedashelookedinsidelookingateach

babyandtouchedtheirtinyhands...

Moffat:They'resotiny...Ican'tbelieveicamehere

expectingoneboyandgottwoinstead...Whata

surprise.

Rere:Yeah...

Heturnedtoherandsatonthesideofthebed

holdingherhandthenheleanedoverandkissed

her..

Moffat:Thankyou..



Rere:You'rewelcome...

Hetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingathis

boysagain...

Atthemall...

MeanwhileRethabilesqueezedthesourcezigzag

alongthehotdogthenshehandedtothecustomer

andgotthemoney,shereachedforthechangein

herbagandhandeditback..

Retha:(smiled)Thankyou...

Thecustomerwalkedawaythenshecoveredher

stove,anothercustomerrolledhiswheelchairover

andsmiled...



Him:Hi...Canihaveahotdog?

Retha:Yes...ObataRussiankanaboroso?

Him:Boroso...

Shegrabbedtheclearglovesandbegunserving

himwhilehelookedather...

Him:MynameisHakeem...

Retha:IamRethabile...

Hakeem:Doyoumindgoingoutfordinnerlater?

Retha:(smiled)It'sFridaysoI'llbesellingfoodat

thebarthenI'mmovingtotheclub...weekendsare

mybusydays

Hakeem:Oh,isee...That'sgood...Howmuchdoyou

makepernight?

Retha:(laughed)It'salot,skanyatsabomma

seapei...Iactuallymakemoremoneysellingatthe

barandattheclubgonaleha..



Hakeem:Idon'tbelieveyou

Retha:(laughed)I'mserious...Iactuallybuiltthis

houseafteristartedsellingfood...(pointed)That's

mycaroverthere...Iusedtojusthaveatableand

sellairtimebutsellingfoodisactuallymore

lucrative.

Hakeem:Sohowmuchdoyoumakepernight?

Retha:youwantyosendpeopletorobme?

Hakeem:(laughed)Aomma...

Retha:It'sajoke...(lookingatthecompanylogo)I

canseeyouworkforFridayInc..

Hakeem:So,Howmuch?

Retha:Over2K...IcansellfoodforaboutP800or

P1000atthebarthenmakeaboutP1500attheclub

Hakeem:So3Kwouldbeafairnumber?

Retha:Iguessso...Don'ttrytostealmybusiness

idea..

Hakeemlaughedandtookouthisphonethenhe



pressedit...

Hakeem:What'syournumber?

Retha:(pausedholdingahotdog)Why?

Hakeem:Retha?Numberaplease

Shesaidoutthenumberwhilehepressedhis

phone.

Retha:Hereisthehotdog...

Hegotthehotdogthenherphonevibrated,shetook

outherphoneandreadhermessage..

Shemouthdroppedthenshelookedathim..

Retha:3K?Forwhat?



Hakeem:Ineedyourtimethisevening...I'mnot

lookingforsex,ijustwanttogoonadatewithyou

andspendtimewithyouuntilyouwanttogo

home...

Rethabilesmiledspeechlesslookingathimtrying

tofigureoutwhereshesawhim...

Retha:Doiknowyou?

Hakeem:Idon'tknowbutmycolleaguesbuy

hotdogshere,ihardlycomedownbecauseofthe

wheelchair...I'vebeenworkingthereforalmosta

yearsoI'mnotsure..

Retha:DoyouknowHopeMoilwa?

Hakeem:Weusedtobefriends..

Retha:Whathappened?

Hakeem:Um...Maybewecantalkaboutitover

dinner...It'salongstorybutwearejustnotfriends

anymore,iamtheonewhomesseditup...Doyou

knowhim?



Retha:Iwashismaidforaminute,ioncestalked

hisaccountandcameacrossyourpicturesfrom

wayback..Butthatwasalongtimeago.

Hakeem:Ohok...Sowhatdoyousay?

Retha:I'dloveto...

Hakeem:Thankyou...I'llcallyoulaterandconfirm

wheretotakeyou...Ihaven'tdonethisinawhileso

I'malittlerusty

Retha:(laughed)Iunderstand...It'sok..Don't

worry...

Hakeem:Bye...Bytheway,you'reagoodcook

Retha:Thankyou...

Hepaidforthehotdogandrolledaway....

AtRain'sHouse...

LateronHopedrovethroughthegateandparked



nexttoanunfamiliarcar,hesteppedoutandclosed

thedoorthenhewalkeduptothedoor..

Heknockedandwaited,afewminutespassedthen

heopenedthedoorandwalkedin...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...

TsotlheandJuniorranovertotheirfather,Hope

pickedhimupandputhishandoverTsotlhe'shead



asTsaronadraggedacoloredgirlover...

Tsarona:Daddycomeseeauntie'sdaughter!

Autumncome...

Autumn:Hi

Hope:Hi...Whereismommy?

Tsarona:Sheisatthepool...

Hope:OK...

HewalkedoutthroughthebackdoorwhereRain

waschillingtheirpreviousmaidbythepoolintheir

bikinis..

Theladiesstoodupandwrappedthemselveswith

thetowels...ThemaidsmiledasHopesmiledback...

Hope:WhataretheUKpeopledoinghere?

Her:(laughed)I'llalwaysmeaMaunian..My



husbandwaslookingforyou,heevenwentbackto

ourhousedisappointed.

Hope:Youshouldhavecalled

Rain:Itriedcallingbutyournumberwasn't

availableithinkyouwerestillatthefarm

Hope:Yeah..Iwentthereafterworktofixafew

things

Her:Igavehimyournumberthough...Hewillcall

you

Hope:Ohok...

ShegotJuniorandwalkedawaygivingthemtime,

HopelookedinRain'seyesandtookadeepbreath

likehewasholdingsomethingback...

Rain:What'sup?

Hope:Thankyou..

Rain:For?



Hope:Thesupplyingtender...Idon'tknowwhatto

say.I'mgladyoupulleditoff...notthatididn'tthink

you'dpulloffahalfamilliontenderbutthatwas

justamazing..

Rain:(smiled)Stopmakingmeemotional...Idid

whatihadtodo...besides,(smiledandpokedhim

onthechest)Ilearntfromthebest,mybusiness

mentorandbestfriendMrHopeMoilwa...

Hope:Canwegoandcelebrate?

Rain:(smiled)Now?

Hope:Youhaveavisitorsomaybewecanmakeit

tomorrow?Atthefarm...

Rain:Ok...Idon'tmind...

Hope:Good...

Helookedinhereyesandlookedatherlips,withso

muchpeacebetweenthemjustthinkingaboutIT

seemedsorisky,gettingthisbeautifulsmilewas

motivatingbutscaryatthesametime...Hisphone

brokeofftheawkwardsilentmomentandheturned



awaypickingthecall....

Hope:Hello?

Voice:Hiit'sRyan

Hope:Ohheyman,welcometoBotswana.

Ryan:Whereareyou?Iwanttohangout

Hope:I'mhomewiththeladies,youcancomeover

thenwecangoout...maybetoacluborsomething...

Ryan:(Laughed)Andyouoweme...Rememberhow

youditchedmeattheclubinUK

Hope:(laughed)That'sdifferent!Justcomeover

here

Ryan:(laughed)I'llbethereinajiffy

Hope:Sure

Hehungupandturnedlookingather...

Hope:Ryaniscomingover



Rain:Great,ihopeyouguyswillenjoyyourselves

Hope:Canwegoouttogether?

Rain:(laughed)Whereexactly?

Hope:(smiled)Attheclub

Rain:(laughed)No....No...No...I'mamother,no

thankyou

Hope:(laughed)Rainwee?Kopareyeclubongthe

mma...

Rain:(laughed)Notme...

Herfriendwalkedbackwrappingherselfwitha

fleece...

Her:Hubbyareoeta...Gaitumela!Gatweleya

clubbong...Can'twetagourselves?

Hope:You'reinvited...BualeRainthemma,for

onceadiresomethingoutofcharacter

Rain:Nottheclub



Her:Don'tworry,sheiscoming...(grabbedherwrist)

Let'sgofindsomethingnicewhilethereisstilltime

redirelemeriri...Don'tbetooserious...Plusit'sa

goodwaytocelebratethattender!Come....You

can'tsaynotome...

Rainsighedanddraggedherfeetasthefriend

pushedherinthehouse.Hope'sphonerang,he

lookedatHakeem'scallandsighed...Hesatonthe

loungebedandpicked..

Hope:Hello?

Hakeem:It'sHakeem

Hope:Icansee,ihaveacallerIDapp

Hakeem:Howareyoudoing?

Hope:I'mgoodHakeem,whatdoyouwant?

Hakeem:Likeisaidlasttimeicametoyouroffice,i

amreadytoownuptomymistakesandbeanadult

aboutitifyougivemeachancetoapologise.



Hope:Ilongforgaveyou,wedon'thavetositand

talkaboutit.Canyoujustletthepastbe,idon't

wanttodothis.Ijustwanttomoveonwithmylife...

You'vebetrayedmebutit'sfine,I'mgladyou're

doinggood.

Hakeem:Iunderstand...IalsocalledbecauseI

askedsomegirlout...Shesayssheusedtowork

foryou.HernameisRethabile...Whatkindofa

personwouldyousaysheis?

Hope:Youshouldgettoknowher,it'sunfairtodig

aroundherlikethat...Ifyouwantherthendateher

andseewhosheis.

Hakeem:Idon'twanttobehurt...Ifyouknow

somethingjustletmeknow.

Hope:Asfarasiknowsheisagoodperson.

Hakeem:Ok,lehagolebrief

Hope:Idon'tknowwhattotellyou,ididn'tsee

anythingwrongwithher.Shewasjustagood

househelper.Sheisgoodwithkids.

Hakeem:Ok,iunderstand.



Hisphonerang..

Hope:Ihaveanothercall,Shap

Hehungupandsighedleaningbackashelaidon

theloungethenhepicked...

Hope:Yeah?

Victor:Heyman,...(longsilence)Canwetalk?

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighedreluctantly...

Hope:ItoldyouIdon'twanttodothis...

Victor:Soyoustilldon'tbelieveme

Hope:I'veneverbeenluckywithfriends,it'snot

evenyou,it'sthewaylifeis...Friendsdothatto

people



Ryanwalkedoverandsaybesideshim...

Victor:I'vegotaproblem...Rememberwhenitold

youmymotherisn'twell?Sheisgettingworseand

I'vebeenafraidtoaskEllabecauseididn'twantto

bethatkindofahusbandthatbringsarelative...

Butshebroughtupherfathersoigotexcitedatthe

ideaofheractuallybeingabletoacceptparents

withissues,shewantedtobringherfatheroverand

iusedthatopportunitytoaskherifwecouldalso

bringmymother...Shesaidmymotherisn't

mentallystablelikesheisalunatic...Mymother

alsodementiawhichiswhatherfatherhassoi

don'tknowwhyshe'dlabelminemental.

Hope:Ireallycan'thelpyouVic,thefactthatyou

neveraskedmetoreplaceyourTVaftershooting

tellsmemoreaboutyou...Ifsomeoneaccusedme

ofsomethingIdidn'tdoandshotmyTV,I'dask

themtoreplacemyTVbecauseiknowididn'tdo

anything....Butthenthisdoesn'tevenmatter



anymore.Ijustdon'twantanyoneIcan'ttrustnext

tome...respectthat,garenabeeforanythingbut

thingswon'tbethesameasbefore...Goshapo

HehungupandsighedasRyanlookedathim...

Ryan:What'sup?

Hopelookeddownsilentlyandtookadeepbreath...

Hope:Theseguysareannoying..Theyarenotloyal..

Ryan:(laughed)Butyouremembermystoryabout

friendslikethat...Youcan'tletitgetittoyou.

Hope:(laughed)Irememberthattime...

Ryan:HaveyouaskedRainforloveback?

Hope:No,I'mscaredtoaskbecauseifeellike

maybeI'druinourfriendship...Ican'treadhermind,

sheissmilingbutidon'tknowwhatitmeans.



Thingshavebeensogoodbetweenus..The

Seychellestripevenmadethewholething

awesome...Thethoughtofsayinganythingterrifies

me...Ifeellikesuchateenageboy.

Ryanstoodupandpulledhimup...

Ryan:Cheerup....Let'sgo...Thegirlsaregetting

ready...

Hopegotupandfollowedhim...

Attherestaurant...

LaterthateveningRethabilewalkedinandsmiled

asshetookaseat.

Hakeem:Hiagain



Retha:Hi...

Hepushedthemenuovertoherthensheopened

andsmiled...

Hakeem:Havealookandorderwhateveryouwant..

Shesmiledandreadthemenu...

Hakeem:SowhydidyoustopworkingforHope?

Rethabile:Iwasfiredbyhiswife..

Hakeem:Why?

Rethabile:Shethoughttherewassomething

betweenmyselfandherhusband

Hakeem:Wasthere?

Rethabile:After..

Hakeem:(droppedhisfacedisappointedly)Idon't

understand,soyousleptwithHope?



Rethabilelookedinhiseyesandclosedthemenu...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthedinner...

Rethabile:Iguessyoucouldsaythat...

Hakeem:Pleasebestraightforwardaboutit...Did

yousleepwithhim?

Rethabile:Yeswedid..



Hakeem:Isee...

Rethabile:Isthataproblem?

Hakeem:Heismyfriendso...Itwillbeawkward

datinghisex

Rethabile:I'mnotHope'sex,ifeellikehewasjust

usingmebutI'mnothurtbecausetheirfamilybroke

upanyways...it'shiskarma.Hedumpedmethinking

hiswifewilltakehimbackbutIthinkshedivorced

himbecauseshedoesn'tposthimonsocialmedia.

Hakeem:IdoubtHopeisdivorced...butthenifthat's

thecasewithyoutwothenithinkthiswasa

mistake.I'mlookingforanewpersoninmywife...

Notsomeonelinkedtoanyonesoicanbemybest

self...iwouldn'twanttocompetewithHopeinbed

orfinancially.Idon'twantlinksfromfriends.

Rethabilesighedandclosedthemenu..

Rethabile:Iunderstand...

Hakeem:Sure...(lookedatthetime)Um....We



shouldgetgoingright?

Rethabile:Ok,itwasnicemeetingyou..

Hakeem:Nicemeetingyoutoo..

Hepickedhisphonethenherolledhischairoutas

Rethabilestoodupandfollowedhimout,he

watchedhimrollhischairtothecarandopenedthe

driversdoorupwards,aslidecameoutthenhe

rolledoveritandclosed.

ShegotinhercarasHakeemdrovepastherand

waved,foramomentshewonderedhowhe'dgetin

thecaralone,suchabeautifulJeep,musthavecost

afortunetocustomise...Meaningheprobablyhas

moneyandsidechickswouldn'thavebotheredher

onacrippledman...Whatabadluckshehad...but

thenwhocaresaboutrelationshipsanyways,she

sighedanddroveoffdiallingherassistant....

Her:Hello?



Retha:Hi,areyoustillsellingfoodatthepub?

Her:Yes,I'veranoutofchakalakaandmorogo,

Retha:Ok,ithoughtI'llnotmakeittonight,butI'llgo

andcookthencomeoverandsellthehotdogwhile

yousellthefood.

Her:Hotdogsarefinishedtoo

Retha:Weekendyamonthendkestress,I'mcoming

Her:Bye

Shehungupanddrove...

InHope'scar....

LaterthatnightHopedrovethecarwhileRainsatin

thepassenger,theycouldhearkissingsoundsat

thebackwhereRyanandLonaweresitting..

Itwasawkwardandtheydidn'tknowwhattosay...



Hope:(smiled)Bagontshapelo?

Rain:(laughedandsmackedhimsarm)Wantwaela

newena

Hopereachedoverandputhishandonherthigh,

shelookedathishandandhereachedforapackof

gumsonthecarpetbetweenherlegsbefore

laughingandleaningbackfocusingontheroad,

Rainlaughed...

Hope:Youthoughtiwantyou?Nnathemmaake

diredilotsedimaswe,stopdroolingoverme.

Rain:(laughed)I'mdroolingoveryou?

Hope:Iseeyoupervert...

Rain:(laughed)Hopewee!

Minuteslaterhedroveintotheclubparkinglot,the

couplesteppedoutandheldhands,Hopewalked



aroundthecarandlockedthecarthenhegrabbed

Rain'shand...

Hope:Hopover..

HebentoverthenRainjumpedoverhisback,he

piggybackedhertowardstheentrance...

Lona:AeRyancarrymetoo..

Ryan:Notlerra!

Lona:(laughed)Rraisforaguy!Youhavetosayhle

mma

Ryan:Ohyeahtlema!

Shejumpedoverhimastheystaggeredtowards

HopeandRainwhowerechatting...



Rain:(relaxingonhisback)Whattimearewegoing

tothefarmtomorrow?

Hope:I'mnotsure...Wankgamamothokewena

osaitsenggobelegwa,boyfriendyagagogankee

gobelega?{You'rechokingme,doesn'tyour

boyfriendeverpiggybackyou?

Rain:(laughed)Otaemisagonkgopisanerra?I

don'thaveaboyfriend..Doyouwantagirlfriend

wena?

Hope:No,I'mamarriedman...

Rain:(smiled)Orayagoreyou'veneverhadsex

sincethattimeatyourcousin'swedding?

Hope:Yes,neolemonategorenakoyateng...I'm

justpissedwehadtobequickbecausesomeone

keptcallingforme..Kantewhowasit?

Rain:(laughed)UncleKatlo...Hewasguardingyou

likeahawkarekebatagogodirisa..Youruncle

hatesmeinafunnyway.

Hope:(laughed)MmekanaMikeleenehatesme...

Actuallyalotofpeoplejustgetsicklookingatus...



Rain:(laughed)Iknow...Didyouseeyourauntand

herdaughtersgossipingaboutus?Iknowit's

becauseididn'thavemyringon...It'sthattime

whenitookmyringforadjustment...Kanapeople

askedmeifeverythingisOK.

Hope:(laughed)Mycousinevenaskedmeifthe

divorcewasfinal

Rain:(laughed)Abeoreng?Waitsekana

Hope:(laughed)Iaskedhimwhyhethinksweare

divorcedbecauseididn'ttellhimI'mdivorcedthen

hesaidheheardaboutourseparation.

Rain:Iusedtobeworriedkesecomfortablewhen

peoplegossipaboutme,nowiknowidon'towe

anyoneanexplanation.

Hope:(laughed)Mmekanatheygossipalot

especiallywhenwearetogether...Ithelabarelebile

goreharebuisanarebuajang.

Rain:(laughed)Andwhenidishedforyouatthe

weddingkehammamaloneampotsaareketsaga

mogatso?



Hope:(laughed)Abeoreng?Sheprobablywantedto

checkifyou'reOKwiththemcallingmemogatso

Rain:(laughed)Wankitseakere..Abekere"eekana

enegaaratenamayakgomothat'swhykemo

tsholelachicken."

Hope:(Laughed)Iwonderwhypeopleareso

concernedaboutusthough..

Rain:Baratadrama...

Hope:Mmeuncleeneisgoingtohaveaheart

attack...Osurekamolenzaosenaserethe.

Theylaughedashestoppedattheentranceandput

herdownthentheywalkedin...

Atthehospital...

LaterthatnightRerechangedthebaby'sdiaperand

putherdownasherphonerang..



Rere:Hello?

Ella:Hi,ihopeididn'twakeyou...howaretheboys?

Rere:they'regood...Ididn'texpectthis

Ella;Didyougetenoughclothesorshouldibring

moretomorrowmorning?

Rere:Hubbybroughtextraearlier..

Ella:Ok,themmahelpmeout...Kanaiwantedto

takepapabutnowVictorwantsmetotakehis

mothertoo,isheindirectlyrejectingmyfather?

Rere:Buthismotherisn'twelltoo.IfI'mnot

mistakenshealsohasdementia...AndVictoris

payingacaretakerwhoI'veheardisn'tdoinggood

becausemostofthetimethey'realone...Hehas

changedcaretakersoverandover,obviouslypeople

wanttobesupervised.Ifyou'retakingyourfather

it'sonlyfairtotakehismothertooornoneofyou

shouldbringrelatives...Otherwiseyou'llappear

selfish.WebothknowVictordidn'tbringhismother

becauseheprobablydidn'tthinkyou'dbeOKwith

it...



Ella:ButobviouslyI'llhavetobemoreinvolvedin

takingcareofher

Rere:SisifyouexpecthimtobeOKwithyourfather

inhisyardwhyisithardforyoutobeOKwithhis

motheraround?Soyou'dratheryourfathersuffer

justbecauseyouwouldn'twanttodealwithyour

husband'sfamily?

Ella:Iaskedandhedidn't....Hecan'taskjust

becauseijustasked.

Rere:Ok...Tomeit'sunfair..Victorevenvisitsyour

fatheralonebringinghimfruits.Whatdoyoudo?

Marriagecomeswithfairresponsibilities...Dowhat

youwantdoneuntoyou..

Ella:Ok...KantedivorceyaboHopeandRainis

final?

Rere:Whydoyousaythat?

Ella:Isawherwithoutaring..PlusCJsaysRain

staysatChanceMoilwamansion,Hopeisstill

stayingathismother'smansion.Akerebefore

goingtoUKtheystayedatHope'shouse...Gatwe

Rainswitchedthehousesbecausethefather'sin-



lawshouseisbiggerandthepoolisbigger...Or

maybethat'swhatshegotafterthedivorce...Nna

salekebonyegorethatmarriagewon'tlast...

Rere:TheywenttoSeychellesrecently

Ella:IthinkHopewastakingthechildren...

Rere:Idoubtitwasaboutthechildrenbecausehe

didn'ttakePillarandCj...healwaystakesthemifthe

tripisaboutthechildren.

Ella:Maybeitdidn'tworkout...Mmemmaba

divositse.Rainwasn'twearingherringandIasked

CJifdaddyisstayingwithherabeareno.I'mso

gladHopelefther,howihateawomanwhosleeps

around...Amarriedwomanforthatmatter.

Rere:Uhwenawabeobatagontshebisafromhere

you'regoingtotellVictorthenhetellsHopeabe

Rainautwa...Idon'twantanyarguments.Rain

firedmebecauseyoucouldn'tkeepquiet

Ella:Ubdilotsakgaleso...Nnammaiwasjust

makingconversationlikeanyothersister.

Rere:That'swhatI'msayinggorewechatlikethis



thenyouthrowmeunderthebus...Butanyways

nnatotaketaretheydivorcedonlyafteroneof

themismarried...

Ella:(laughed)WaiiRainhasbeendumped...O

paletswekelenyalommeyole.

Rere:Letmefeedthebaby...Ireallyhopeyoudon't

chatwithanyoneelsewhowilltellHopewhatyou're

saying...Wenaoratagosebaseba..IfHopehears

peacefulcoparentingyahela.Waitsegoreke

sthakanathogo

Ella:I'mjusttalkingtoyougapeheisnotfriends

withVictoranymore...Idon'tknowwhy.

Rere:Ok..

Ella:MmehelaI'mkindofhappytheirboring

marriageended.Rainturnedmeoffbycheating,

Hopewasfine...ThereisonethingI'venoticed

aboutmarriedmen...Theynevercheatunlessthe

wifeisnotdoingsomethingright...ThewayVictor

isfaithfulwhyshouldistartcheatingandexpect

himnottodivorceme?Shecausedallthese

Rere:Nnatotaidon'ttrustmen,icanseeMoffatis



goodbutnkasebechekaene...Thisgenderhas

betrayedmecountlesstimes...I'mjustgladImet

onewhohasn'tmademedealwithababymamaor

cheating...Ifheischeatingodirakasephirisa

number1becausetherearemosigns.

Ella:ButthenhowcanwenotexpectHopetocheat

onRain?Sheisnotthatbeautiful...Nnatotaifeel

likemencheatwhentheyhavemarrieduglywomen

forstabilityandpeace.

Rere:(laughed)Sokemaswelennaaccordingto

you?I'mnotuglybutI'vebeencheatedandialmost

lostmyself...Theproblemisyouhaveneverbeen

cheated.Goshapomma,wenaontshebisatheno

itiramaisaposo

Ella:(laughed)Kejadikganghelatlhe..Sayhitothe

boys

Rere:I'lldothat,bye

Shehungupandsighedlookingattheotherbaby...



Attheclub...

Around2inthemorningtheclubcolourfullights

flushedaroundastheDjplayedthebeat...

Thewholeclubdanced,ladiesliftingtheirhandsup

andsnappingshakingtheirheads,Rainturned

aroundfacingHopeandshookherwaistinher

shortdressandhighheels,sheputherarmsover

hisshouldersanddancedwhileheheldherwaist

dancingholdingabottleofbeerwithhisthumb

blockingthebottle...

Thelightschangedcolourblinkingwiththebeatof

anewsongHopesteppedoverholdinghercloser

thenheliftedherchin,theyclosedtheireyesinthe

middleofthecrowdaslightsflushedaround..

Rain'slipsslightlyopenedasHopetiltedhisheadto

thesideleaningover,shecouldfeelhubby'sbreath



andtheirlipsmetashesoftlykissedherpullingher

closer,hetiltedhisheadtotheothersideasthey

kissedagain...

Onelegesongcameonandhesteppedback

drinkingthelastofhisbottleasRyangrabbedhis

Tshirt...Hewalkedtotheircouchandputthebottle

ontablenexttotheiceblockbucketthenRyan

draggedhimtothedancefloorwhereeveryone

steppedbackwatchingthewhiteguyandhis

friend...

HopeandRyandancedputtingtheirlegforward

andmadeexpressions...

Okeyanotherdancemove

Thisoneiscalledonelege

Nowifyougotoapartyandeverybody'sgonnasee

you



Let'sjumptothedancefloor,oneleglikethis

HopeandRyanjumped...

Bounceit

See?Bounceit

Gogo,bounceit

Everyonescreamedastheguysbouncedtheir

legs....

Nowyouknowafricandance

Youhavetogodownlow

Shoulderup

Handgestures

Givethem



Gogo,onelege,ayay

Onelege,justoneleg

Oneleg,onelege,ay

RyanandHopedancedasRainandLonacheered

togetherwiththecrowdthenHopestoppedthe

danceandwalkedtowardsRainholdingherwaist

astheylaughedandFrenchkissed...

Rain:I'mhungry...

Hope:Let'sgooutside.

HeheldherhandandtappedRyanwhogothis

wife'shandastheywalkedpastthehuge

bouncers...

Atthefoodstallas...



HopeheldRain'shandashewalkedbesidesRyan

headingtothefoodstallswhereagroupofpeople

werebuyingfood,HopekeptRaincloserashe

stoodbehindanotherguybuyingfood...hegot

impatientandmovedtothenextstall..

Hope:whatdoyouwant?

HeputRaininfrontofhimastheylookedatthe

foodwhilehehuggedherfrombehindandkissed

herneckrubbinghisboneronherbutt...

MeanwhileRethabileheldtheLEDlightoverher

foodtraysasthecustomersstoodby,shelookedat

thecouplesstandinginfrontofherandrecognised

RaininhershortlaceyeveningdresswithHopeall

overherastheypointedatthefoodastheirrings

shines..

Rain:IwantPapandbraailechakalaka



Hope:(laughed)Babeyou'regoingtothrowup...

Howaboutahotdog

Lona:(laughed)Let'sbuyhotdogs...Nothingheavy

Rain:Ok,kekopahotdog...

Rethabilepreparedthehotdogastheystoodthere..

RainputherhandbehindherbuttandfeltHope's

boner,Hopelaughedandslappedherhandasthey

laughed.

RyanFrenchkissedLonawhiletheystoodnextto

them...

Rethabile:KetsenyeMustard?

Rain:Yes...



Rainshiftedhereyesfromthehotdogandlocked

eyeswithRethabile....Hopetoo...

RyanandLonagottheirsandwalkedtotheparking

lotwhileRethabilemadetheirs...

Hopetookoutthemoneyandpaidherthen

Rethabiletookoutthecoinstocountthechange..

Rain:Keepthechange

Rethabile:Thankyou...

TheyturnedaroundandwalkedawayasRainheld

bothhotdogsthenHopepiggybackedhertothe

parkinglot.Rethabileputthemoneybackinherbag

andsighedsittingdownfixingthefleecearoundher

waist...

Minuteslaterthecoupleswalkedintotheclub



wheretheyshowedtheirclubwristbandstothe

bouncers...

Onceinsidetheyboughtmoreliquorandcarriedthe

icecubebuckettotheircouch,RainheldHope's

handhardlyabletoseethroughthedarkascolorful

lightsflushed..

RyanandLonaheadedtothedancefloor,Rain

openedherbottleandsipped,Hopegrabbedbythe

waistthenRainsatonhislapandleanedoveras

theykissed...

Intheprivacyofthedarkclubandflushinglights

HopeunzippedhispantswithRainsittingonhislap.

Rain'sdressslowlyslippedasshegrindedonhis

bonerandkissedhim,hegrabbedhernecktightly

andkissedherchokingherlimitingherbreathing

thenhemovedherG-stringasideandblockedher...



Hope:Fucccqk...

Rain:(softlyinhisear)Ooooh...

Hestretchedherfleshwithhishardveined

inheritanceassheflinchedthenhechokedher

harderandsqueezedhimselfinsideastheloudclub

musicplayedinthedarkwithcolourfullights

flushed...

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...

ThenextmorningTsaronawalkedinhermother's

bedroomwithoutknockingandstoodbythemirror

lookingatherself,shepickedhermother'slipgloss

andputitonherlipsbeforeputtingonherperfume

andwalkedtowardsthedoor..

Tsarona:Mama?

Rainpeeledtheduvetoffherfaceandlookedather,

Tsaronafrownedlookingattheshapeofsomeone

lyingbehindher..

Tsarona:Whoisbehindyou?

Rain:Didyoujustwearmyperfume?

Tsarona:Chillbabygirl...Iwasjusttestingit



Rain:Isthatmylipgloss?

Tsarona:Itoldyouineedastrongerperfume...And

Iwastestingyourlipgloss...Whoissleepingbehind

you?

Rain:It'snoone,nexttimeyoushouldknock.This

ismyroom...Ineverwalkinyourroomwithout

knocking

Tsarona:Mamawhoisbehindyou?I'mgoingtotell

daddy

Rain:It'sthepillows...Gotoyoursportspractice

please.Bye

Tsarona:Letmeseewhoissleepingbehindyou

Rain:It'sdaddyandwehadalongnight,heis

resting.Don'twakehim

Tsarona:Letmeseethemmamama...Ifyou're

tellingthetruthyouwon'thidehidehim..

Rainsighedexhaustedandbentherarmreaching

behindherthenshepeeledtheduvetoffHope's

facewhilehelaiddeadasleepbehindRainwithhis



armaroundher,

Tsarona:(smiled)Ok...

Sheputtheduvetbackoverhisheadagainand

coveredherselfsleepingagain..

Meanwhiledownstairsthenannyfixedbothgirls

andheadedtothegaragecarryingJunior,sheput

himonhiscarseatwhilethesistersgotinthecar

andclosedthedoors.Shegotinthedriver'sseat

andcarefullyreversedbeforedrivingoff....

BackupstairsHopefinallywokeupandfound

himselfholdingawoman,foramomenthewasn't

surewhatthefucwasgoingonwithhishead

underneaththeduvet,heranhishandoverherbody

tryingtorecogniseherthenhemovedcloserand

smelled...ItwasRain,hereachedforherarmand

traceditdowntoherfingerjusttobesureandsure



enoughitwasher,everythingfromlastnightcame

backlikeithappenedafewsecondsago...Thatfuc

intheclubhadhisbonergettingupalloveragain...

Hishandreacheddownandshewasnaked,he

grabbedherhipsandpulledthemoverbefore

puttinghisbonerbetweenherlegs....hewasn'tsure

ifshewasuptoobuthewasn'tabouttowastetime,

hegentlyflickedherwithhismushroomheadand

shewasstillwetfromhoursagoattheclub,inthe

garageandthelastroundbeforetheydozedoffon

thebed...

MeanwhileRainwokeuptothestimulationofhis

mushroomhead,Hopeliftedherbuttandshebent

herbackstickingoutherbuttsohecouldplug

himselfintoher..

AtRere'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningRerewalkedinthehouse

carryingthebabybagwhileMoffatcarriedthetwo



babiesintheircarseatcarriers,theoldersisters

gaspedandranover...

Both:Wegottwo!Wow!

Moffat:(laughed)Yeah,onebabybrotherforeach

ofyoutolift...

ThemaidgotthebagfromRereandfollowedherto

thebedroomwheresheslowlysatonthebed...

Moffatwalkedinandputthechildrenonthebed

beforeleaningoverandkissinghiswife.

Moffat:Ihavetogogetanothercot.

Rere:Ok...Bye

Hewalkedoutthenthemaidwalkedinwithatrayof

softporridge...



Rere:Thankyou...

Shelaidonherstomachandbegundrinkingthe

softporridgeinabowlthenherphonerang.

Rere:Hello?

Voice:Goodmorning,howareyou?

Rere:I'mfine,howareyou?

Voice:I'mfine...(reluctantly)Iwasjustcheckingon

you..andyourfamily,howisElla?

Rere:Whoisthis?

Voice:(lowvoice)It'syourmother...

Rere'seyesinstantlyburnedwithtearsthenshe

hungupandputdownthephone....

AtRethabile'sHouse...



Rethabilesteppedoutofthehouseinherpyjamas

andopenedthebootofherHondafitthenshe

pickedtheemptytraysandwalkedbehindthe

housewheresheputthemintheoutdoorsinkand

turnedonthetaps...

Shewalkedinthehouseandgotthedishwashing

setandachairthenshewalkedoutandstoodby

thesinkwashinghertraysasthewarmsunshined

emergingabovethemorningsky...

TheimageofHopeholdingRainfrombehindwhile

theystoodatherstallcamebackagain,shestill

didn'tunderstandiftheyrecognisedherornot...But

thentheydidlookather...Theyprobablydiscussed

herafterandeventoldtheirfriendstoo...How

possibleisitforsomeonetojustcutyouofflike

youneverexistedorevenneverhadsex...Apartof

herwantedtogivehimapeaceofhermind,but

thenithappenedyearsago...Shejusthadtoletit



goandmoveon.Heusedhertogetpastthetime

hiswifewasrefusingtogivehimsex...Heusedher

forhours,praisingherpussy,makingtransactions

andchangedonthelastminuteifatallhewasn't

bewitched...Whatkindofamanwouldforgive

cheating...

Shesighedandcarriedonwashinghertraystrying

nottothinkaboutthenightbefore,shehadmaida

lotofprofitandalthoughitwasannoyingthatshe

hadtofuelthecarandgobuyfoodandbuycooking

gasasitwouldfinishsoonitstillwasasuccessful

night...thethoughtsofHopeactinglikehedoesn't

knowherstillmanagedtostealherlittlejoy,holding

itinwouldonlyruinherday...Shedidn'texpecthim

tocomebackcrawlingtoherbuthedeservedto

knowhowshefeels...Maybethenshe'dfeelbetter

knowingshetoldhim.Shereachedinhergown

pocketandsearchedforHope'snumber,hopefully

hehadn'tchangedhisnumber,itrang...



AtRain'sHouse...

MeanwhileHopesteppedoutofthebathroomafter

afreshshowerandputonhisboxerbriefs...He

openedRain'swardrobelookingfortheclotheshe

hadforgotteninherbagfromtheirtrip,hegrabbed

theTshirtandputitonthenheslidhisfeetinhis

sweatpantsashisphonerang..

Hewalkedovertothechargerandfrownedlooking

atRethabile'sfullnamesdisplayedbythecaller

identityapp.Hisheartskippedashelookedatit,

Rainwasdownstairsmakingbreakfast...Didshe

havetocall...ithadbeen2years...Wasthisbad

luckorwhat?TryingtogetRaintochangehermind

aboutwhateverwasgoingon?

Hope:Hello?

Rethabile:Hi,canitalktoyou?

Hope:AboutwhatRethabile?Pleasedon'tstart



please..I'mbeggingyou...Wehaven'ttalkedinover

2years...Yousawmelastnightwithmywifesofor

sureyouknowwearetogether

Rethabile:Iwasgoingtoletthisgo,andI'mgoingto

letitgobutiwantedtotellyouthatI'm

disappointedinyouforactinglikeyoudon'tknow

me...Afterusingmetostrengthenyourmarriage

youactlikenothinghappened..Youtookaway

everythingyougavemebutnevergaveback

monatewameafterenjoyingmeforlongroundsle

goneboloto.

Hope:Rethahowamithebadguyhere?Inever

promisedyouthatI'dleavemywifeforyou,inever

saidthehouseorcarwereyours...IsaidI'dtake

careofyouuntilyoufugueoutthenextmove...You

assumedtheywereboughtforyou.I'venevereven

toldyouiloveyouorwantarelationshipwithyou...

Didilikeyou?Yesidid...Youtookcareofmeand

mykidswhenIwasatmylowestsoyeahihad

feelingsforyoubutitwasn'tarelationship...Please

don'tstart,please...

Rethabile:Soyou'llalwaysactlikeyoudon'tknow



me?

Hope:Whatdoyouexpectmetodo?

Rethabile:Nnyaagosiame,youwon.

Hope:You'rethelastpersoniexpectedthisfrom

becauseyoualwaystoldmeyoudon'ttrustmarried

men...Ilikedyoubecauseifeltlikeyoutotally

understandmyfamilywillalwayscomefirst,there

werenostringsattached...Tomeit'safewrounds

thatmeantnothingandyearshavepassed,butifit

stillmakesyoufeellikeiusedyouI'mverysorry.I

don'twanttoliveknowingibrokeyetanother

woman'sheartheart...Kekopagoreoitshwarele

becauseithoughtweunderstoodeachother...I'm

verysorryforhurtingyou...

ShetookadeepbreathandsighedasHopeputthe

phonebetweenhisearandshoulderthenhebegun

makingthebed...

Rethabile:It'sok..



Hope:I'mserious,I'mverysorry.Iknowwomenget

emotionallyattachedbutihonestlythoughtyou

werespecialbecauseyoujustnevertrustedmeand

youemphasisedthatalot.Ididn'tknowyou'dbe

hurtbecauseihadmyringon,yousawRain'sname

onmychesteverytimewehadsexandinevereven

oncesaidanythingaboutdivorcennalebagoloko

lapenggarennelwadimeetingI'veneverutteredthe

worddivorcebutiunderstandyoursituationif

gongweseeingmewithRainlastnighthurtyou.I

don'twanttoarguebackandforthwithyou...Iam

sorryforgivingyoufalsehope..

Rethabile:It'sok.(sighedcalmly)Iguessi

understand

Hope:Thankyou..Iappreciateyounotpostingme

onFacebookordoinganythingdramaticI'vebeen

throughwithwomeninthepast.Thankyoufor

calling.

Rethabile:You'rewelcome...Bye

Hope:Bye...AndRetha?

Rethabile:Rra



Hope:Nooffenceintended...I'maskinginthemost

humblestwaypossible...Doyouminddeletingmy

number?

Rethabile:Ketaesutha.

Hope:Thankyousomuch.Congratulationsonyour

foodstall,ihopeitturnsoutintoabigcatering

company.

Rethabile:Thankyou,bye

Hehungupandsighedinreliefthenheputhis

phoneinthepocketandrandownstairsbefore

headingtothekitchenwhereRainwasmaking

breakfast...

Hope:(huggedherfrombehind)Weshouldleave

forthefarm..

Rain:Yeah...Thebreakfastisalmostready...

Hope'sphonerang...



AtElla'sHouse...

MeanwhileEllastoodatthedoorwiththephoneon

herearwhilewatchingasVictorandtheirchildren

washedthecar...

Hope:Hello?

Ella:Hi,howareyou?

Hope:I'mgood..

Ella:Victorwon'tletmetakepapainsoiwas

thinkingyoucouldtakehimbecauseheissuffering

withrelatives.

Hope:YouwantmetotakecareDallas?

Ella:Yes,akereyou'redivorcedsoyoucantakehim

inandthecaretakerwillassist,I'llhelptootabe

kesabayamorwalomogowena.

Hope:WatsenwaneElla?WhatmakesyouthinkI'd

evertakecareofamanthatliedtothepolicesomy



fathercanbesentencedforamurderhenever

committed?Doyouhaveanyideawhatiwent

throughbecauseofDallas?Legonewhatmakes

youthinkI'mdivorced?AndevenifIwasdivorced

whatmakesyouthinkI'devenliftafingertotake

careofDallas?

Ella:Ithoughtyouforgavehimforthat...

Hope:Itdoesn'tmeannowicanchangehisdiapers

areyoumad?WhatmakesyouthinkI'dtakecareof

yourfather?

Ella:Whyareyougettingmad?

Hope:I'mactuallyoffended,whatdoyouthinkof

me?Kelebegajaakasehemanaare?Ihavechildren

andawholefamilytotakecareof...

Ella:(laughed)Ompuisesentelehaelegonegoreo

ntsalakeanywaysIguessIdidn'tthinkofitthat

way..CanyoutalktoVictor?

Hope:No,ihavenothingtodiscusswithVictor.

Ella:Kantenerrawhathappenedbetweenyoutwo?

Hope:Askhim...Iknowwhathedidandwhathe



intendedtodothatnightbutiwon'teversayituntil

hesaysitotherwisehimandishouldn'ttalk.Heis

notafriend,heistwofaced.

Ella:Whatdidhedo?

Hope:Askhim.Ihavetogo...(hetalkedtosomeone)

Babenteleforkandknife..

HecutthecallthenshewalkedtowardsVictor....

AtRain'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningHopewaitedforRaininthecar

whiletalkingtohisgrandfatheroverthephone....

Rain:Iunderstand...

Steven:You'llbegonefora3days,youwon'tbe

abletomakecallsorconnectwiththerealworld

untilheisdonewithyou.



Rain:Ok..

Steven:Haveyoutalkedtoyourwife?

Rain:I'lltalktoherwhenigettothefarm...

Steven:Shewillbegonefor2daysonly,shewillbe

releasedafter2daystobepreparedforthe

ceremony.Haveyoutwopatchedthings?

Hope:Ihaven'tactuallyopenlyaskedherwhatwe

aredoingbutwedohavesexwheneverwegeta

chance,sheisnotdatingandI'mnot...Sheasksfor

myopinionandpermissiontodocertainthingsand

idothesamething...Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatwe

aredoingbutI'menjoyingitandI'vebeenfeeling

likeifiopenlytalkaboutitshemightjustpanicand

rememberourpast..

Steven:Buttheeldersaretakingheron

Wednesday...Willsheagreeornot?

Hope:Ithinkshewill...Letmeseehowshe

respondstowhatshewillseeatthefarm..

Steven:Canyoutrusthertokeepsuchdeepfamily

secretsbeforeherinitiation?Iknowwhenshe



comesbackfromtheinitiationshewillbereadybut

showingheryourdeepestsecretsbeforeallthat

doesn'tseemlikeagoodidea..

Hope:Itrusther...

Steven:Ok,itrustyourjudgement.I'lltalktoboth

yourfamilies...

Hope:Mikeandmyuncle'saregoingtothrowafit..

Steven:Iknow.I'llhandleit.Talktomeaftertalking

toRainsoicangoaheadtoo.

Hope:OK...

RainwalkedoverwithabagthenHopehungup,

shesteppedinandclosedthedoorthenhedrove

out...

Hope:So...Caniaskyousomething?

Rain:Yeah..

Hope:Ifyouhadachancetoreshuffleyourlife,

wouldyoumarrymeagain?



Rain:(laughed)Yes...Wouldyoumarrymeagain?

Hope:Yeah,butI'dneverintroducecheatingtoour

relationship..

Rain:Ok...

Shetookoutherphoneandconnectedittothecar

andplayedmusicturninguptevolume....

Attheranch...

HourslaterRaindrovethroughthesandyroad

holdingthesteeringwheelwithbothhandsasHope

laughed...

Theyfinallydroveoutofthesandnotfarfromthe

house..

Hope:Don'tturn...Gostraight...



Rain:Straight?Isn'tthehousethatway?

Hope:Yesitis...Butiwanttoshowyousomething

beforewegothere...Canitrustyou?

Rain:Yeah...Whatisit?

Hope:Promisemeyouwon'tcollapseorrunaway...

Thisranchishugeandifyourunawayyou'llget

lost

Rain:You'rescaringme

Hope:Iwantyoutoknowmebeforeyougiveme

anotherchance...

Rain:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Hope:Bythewayihavedecidedtodowhatmy

fatherwouldhavedoneifhecould...Iamgoingto

letmytheroyalsenthroneme...It'sinmybloodand

ifidon'tdoitnoonewill...Iamtheonlyheiribile

agonagoreketaatshabelakaeresponsibilityya

tengaslongastheyrespectmywordandletmebe

theKingwithoutinterruptionthenI'mgood.Iknow

thereareroyaladvisorsbutthat'sallI'mwillingto

have,advisorsesengbeingcontrolledanddictated



by...Thewholefamilynowunderstandsmeand

they'rereadytorespectmydecisionsthroughout

theprocess.Ifeellikeiamnowreadyforsucha

responsibility...Ishouldbestartingmy

enthronementandcoronationsoon...It'salong

processofinitiationsandallkindsofthingsto

prepareme...Youasmywifewillbeexpectedto

attendyourstoo...Theywilltakeyouthroughthe

processtoprepareyouforeverything...

Rainsloweddownthecarasherattentionshifted

fromtheroadtohisface,foramomentshethought

hewasjokingbuthewasactuallyserious..

Hope:Keepyoureyesontheroad...

Sheturnedbackanddrovethecar...

Rain:Ithinkitsabouttimewestoppedplaying

around...Ourchildrenaregrowingveryfast...Iam



tiredoflivinglikeabachelorkenalemosadi...

Thosearejustmythoughtsthough,youropinion

matterstooandyou'llletmeknowifweare

droppingthiswholethingormovingforwardlike

adultswhoaredoneplaying...Butdon'trespond

untilyou'veseenwhatiwantyoutoseethisside..

Rainglancedathimconfusedasshesloweddown

atthegate...

Rain:Agobula...Istilldon'tknow-

Shepausedtalkingassomeonewalkedoverwitha

blackcapandunlockedthegate,shefrowned

lookingatthispersonandlookedatHope...

*

*

*

*



*
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AtElla'sHouse..

LateronVictorwalkedinthehousewhileElla

servedtheirplateswithastraightface...

Victor:AreyouOK?

Ella:(angrily)Yes!

Victorleanedagainstthecounterandfoldedhis

armslookingather..

Victor:Thereasonmostmarriagesfailisbecause

peoplewanttheirspousetoguesswhat'smaking



themangry...Icanseeyou'renotyourselftoday...If

itsaboutmymotherthenitsOK...Youcanbring

yourfatheroverandhiscaretaker...I'llfindwaysto

takecareofmymother...Sheisnotwithmyfather

andhehasanewwife...Iunderstandhimnot

helpingout,notmanypeoplewillstickwithyou

whenyougetadiagnosislikethat...Mybrotherisn't

herson...Heismyfather'ssonsohedoesn'tfeel

herlikethat...whichiunderstand.I'mheronly

optionatthispointandI'mtryingmybest...but

sinceyoufeelyourfatherdeservestobeinour

housemorethanherthengoahead.Bringyour

father.I'llseewhattodowithmine...Afterallthere

wasnowhereicouldhaveknownthispartofyou

existedbeforemarryingyousoimustacceptitand

livewithit.OnethingI'llnothaveisyoumoping

aroundthehouseallday...Idon'twantthatkindof

miserablemarriage...Iwaslonelywhenyouwere

schoolinginGaboronebutnowthatyou'reherewe

shouldbehappy.

Ella:WhatdidyoudotoHope?Hesaysheknows

whatyoudidandtriedtodo...Whatisit?



Victor:HeinserminatedRaintohavetheirlastborn,

hewantedhertolivewiththeguiltofthinkingshe

cheated...Onetimeshewascryingtalkingabout

givingLerumothebabysoItoldherthatboyis

Hope'sson...Thatruinedourfriendship...

Ella:JuniorisHope'sson?

Victor:Yeah...

Ella:Ijooididn'tknow...Ishesure?Maybeheisnot

his...Hedoesn'tlooklikehim

Victor:HecheckedhisDNA...Besidesourchild

doesn'tlooklikeme...Doesthatmeanit'snotmine?

Ella:No,iwasjustsaying..Anywaysaboutyour

mother...IguessI'llhavetobringherovertoo...It

willhelpussavebecausewewillhireone

caretaker...Theycanusethat2andhalfatthe

back...Myfatherwilltaketheotherroomwhileyour

mothertakestheotherroom.I'mverysorrythati

makeyoufeellikeyouhavetochoosebetweenyour

motherandi,itwasnevermyintention...

Victor:Ok,soundsgood...



Ella:No,wait...I'mreallysorry

Victor:Babennagankekebayadilomopelong...IfI

sayit'sok,ireallymeanit.

Heleanedoverandkissedherthentheypicked

theirplatesandheadedtothelivingroom...

AtMike'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonMike'swifehandedhima

jacket...

Her:Let'sgo...It'stimeforthemeeting

Mike:(sighedfrustrated)Rain'sphoneisoffline...

It'snotavailable.

Her:You'llprobablyseeheratthemeeting...

Mike:iwanttohearwhatthismeetingisabout

becauseRainisdivorced.Shetoldmethedivorceis



final

Her:Becauseyoukeptpushinghertofinaliseit...I

wouldn'tbesurprisedifsheisn'tdivorced.She

didn'tevenopenlysaythey'redivorced...Shesaid

they'renottogether...

Mike:SheisdivorcedandHopebetternottry

anything...I'vehadenoughoftheirtoxicmarriage...

Shecanfindagoodmanwhowon'tcheatonher...

Her:You'retalkingasifRaincanbevictimise...Ilike

mynewdaughter...Shedoesn'ttakeanythinglaying

down...IthinksheisthereasonHopeknowsthat

cheatingispainfulbecauseinsteadofcryingshe

madehimtastehisownmedicine.Nowthey

understandeachotherandtheyloveeachother

fairlyknowingiftheydoanythingtooneanother

therewillbeconsequences..

Mike:Idon'tevenhaveaproblemwithHope

becauseiknowhrlovesRainbuthisuncle'sba

ntena...Ihatehowcontrollingtheyare...Theymake

Hopethinkhecangetawaywithanything...

RememberhowthatunclesaiditsOKforHopeto



rapeRainbecausesheishiswife

Her:IfthereisanythingirespectaboutHopeisthat

hisparentsdon'tcontrolhismind.Hedoeswhathe

wants..Ifhemakesamistakeit'shisownmistake...

Pleasestandup...Let'sgohearwhatthismeetingis

about...Wearealreadylate...

HestoodupandwalkedoutsidetryingRain's

numberonelasttime,therewasstillnoanswer...

AttheMoilwahouse...

MeanwhileHope'suncleandhiswifedroveoutof

thegatetalkingtothephoneonloudspeaker...

Him:Weareheadingtherenow

Hope'soldestuncle:I'mabouttogetin,havethey

toldyouwhatthisisabout?

Him:No,Hopeusualbriefsmebeforehandbutthis



timehedidn't...Andhisphoneisnotavailable.I

hopehedidn'tbeatthatgirlbecausesheisnot

worthit...Lookingatherfather'sattitudesheisnot

worthit...AndI'mherewonderinggoremonnayoo

kgakgahatsaengekareorayagorengwanawa

gagwekesethunya...

Uncle:Thistimedon'tgetintoitwithhimplease...

Whateverhesaysjustkeepquietsowehearwhy

theroyalfamilywantsus.

Him:Ifhedoesn'tprovokemeiwon'tsayanything...

Katlo'scallcamethrough..

Him:Katloiscalling

Uncle:Bye...Katlegoishere...Whocalledher?

Him:Idon'tknow,sosheisactuallyalive?Theway

shedoesn'tcheckonpeopleithoughtshe

disownedthefamilyandfocusedonherinlaws.

Uncle:(laughed)Wenakana



Hehungupandpicked..

Him:Hello?

Katlo:Uncle..IhearthereisameetingattheRoyal

House,what'sgoingon?Hope'sphoneisoff

Him:Idon'tknow,theydidn'tsaywhat'shappening...

Theyjustsaidwehavetomeet

Katlo:IaskedKatlegotogoattendonmybehalf

andvideocallmesoicanattendthemeetingonline

andnotmisanything.Ihopeit'snotaboutRain.

Hopedivorcedherright?

Uncle:Yes,saleahudugilegonehale...That

marriageisdeadandcanneversurvive.Nosame

manwillforgiveacheatingwoman

Katlo:ItoldHopetocomehereandfindhimselfa

nicehumblewhitewoman...Oursistersareonly

goodtoabusivemen...Ifyou'renicetheyhurtyou...

Youcaninvestinthemgivingthemeverythingbut

whentheyrisetheythinktheydeservebetter...



Betterwatengusesthemandleavesthemwith6

children...Fromtheremothowatengareomo

amogelealelekgasayetwhenshewasyoungand

intactshethoughtshedeservedbetter.Hopewill

dieofaheartattackifakabayamobanyanengba

Batswana..

Uncle:(laughed)Youneedtohealfromthatissue..

Katlo:I'mnottalkingaboutthatone,I'mtalking

aboutHope

Uncle:(laughed)Doesn'tsoundlikeit...

Katlo:(laughed)Letmechargemyphonebeforethe

meetingstarts

Uncle:Ok..

Hehungupandcarriedondriving....

AttheRoyalHouse....

LateronAliciaandherdaughterswalkedintoafull



house,thehousemaidsbroughtmorechairsfor

themandtheysatdown...Alicialookedateveryone

searchingforRainbutshewasn'tthere..

Stevenputhisfootoverthekneeandleanedback

takingadeepbreath...

Steven:Letmetakethisopportunitytothankyou

forcomingtothisshortmeeting...Themain

charactersofthisissuearen'tpresent...Keraya

HopeMoilwaandhiswife...

Therewasbuzzingandwhispering..

Steven:Yes...They'restillverymarried...Butweare

notheretotalkabouttheirmarriage...Wearehere

fortwomainissuesotherreasons...Hopewillbe

addingtheroyalnametohisexistingnames

makingtheRoyalnamehislast...Thiswaslong

overduewhentheMoilwafamilyhandedhimtous



whenhewasjustateenager...ofcoursehenever

wantedtopartwayswiththeMoilwanameand

that'swherethingsstopped,asanadulthehad

madeadecisiontostayawayfromtheroyalfamily

becausehedidn'tlikeafewthings,andrightfully

so...We'vetalkedandheisreadytoputallthat

behindus.AnotherreasonisthatHopewillbe

takingoverthethrone...Wearepreparinghimfor

enthronementandcoronation...Insimpleterms...Re

baakanyetsegotsengaHopegonnakgosikgoloya

Batawana...Thisisaverybigeventandwethought

itwouldbeimportanttotalktoyoubeforeyouseeit

inthemedia.Thankyou..

Attheranch...

MeanwhileRainopenedhereyesandfoundherself

layingonherbackwithherlegsoverapileof

pillowswhileHopeheldherhand..

Hope:Hibabe...Youpassedout...



Shesatupandrubbedherforeheadconfused...

Rain:Whatisaw....Wasthat-

Hesmiledhelpingherstandup..

Hope:Let'sgosayhi...

Hehuggedherandkissedherbeforeholdingher

handastheywalkedout,butthesoundofa

helicopterapproachedandhesteppedbackinside

beforerunningtothewindowwhereheslightly

pushedthecurtain...

Hope'sheartskippedasaropedroppedfromthe

chopperthenfouruniformedmengotdownthe

rope...



Hope:Comehere!

Rain'skneesgotcoldandweakasshefroze

standingthere,Hoperanoverandgrabbedherwrist

thenheopenedthedoorandranoutbumpinginto

Chance,ChancegrabbedRain'shandandpushed

thenextdooropenthenhekneltonthefloorand

pushedthecarpetasidebeforeopeningthetrap

door...

Chance:Getin!

Dogsbarkedhystericallyoutsideandtherewere

fourgunshotsbeforetheywereallsilent.Hopeput

Raininsidefirstasshequicklysteppeddownand

turnedlookingupatChanceindisbelief,itstillfelt

likeadream.Hopefollowedherinsideandlooked

upwaitingforhisfatherbutheremainedatthetop

lookingdownatthem,Hopecouldseethesadness



inhiseyesthoughhewashidingit...

Chance:Ican'thide...Theyhavetogetmybody

becauseibroketheintelligenceagencycode...I

wasn'tsupposedtobeincontactwithanyone...

Remembereverythingitoldyou.Takecare

Hope:Youcancomeinhereandwecanleavethe

country..

Chance:Itdoesn'tworklikethat...Theydidn'tknow

thisplacebuttheyfoundme.Iftheyfindoutyou

knewaboutmetheywillkillyouboth,my

grandchildrentoo...Iwassparedfromdeathrowto

performthemostimpossiblemissionsmyreward

wasbeingaliveonly...Takecareofyourfamily...

(handedhimthetorch)Followthattrail...

Heclosedthetrapdoor,Hope'sheartpoundedas

theystoodtherelisteningtotheloudbangingatthe

maindoor..



Hope:(handedherthetorch)Go....

Hopepushedthetrapdooropenandhoppedout

thenheclosedherinside,Rainstoodtherelistening,

themaindoorbrokedownandtherewereheavy

footstepsthensheturnedthetorchonandran

followingthedustytrailunderground....Sheheard

gunshotsandturnedaroundshakingthenshekept

going...

*

*

*

*

*
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Raincrawledalongtheroundtunnellightingwhere

shewasgoing,thefurthershecrawledthedustierit

became...Shecoughedasspiderwebsgottrapped

onherface,sheputdownthetorchandrubbedher

facespittingthenshecarriedoncrawling...

Itwasdarkandshecouldn'thearanythingexcept

thechirpingsoundsoftheinsectsshecouldn'teven

name...Shecouldonlyimaginegettingbittenbya

scorpionorpoisonousinsectinhere,ifshedied

herenoonewouldfindher...

Aftercrawlingforagoodthirtyminutesshe

stoppedandlookedback,shestillcouldn'tfigure

outwhatthosegunshotswere...Itwasherfirsttime

hearingrealgunshotsanditwastraumatising...The

thoughtofbeingawidoworhavingtoexplaintoher

childrenthatdaddyisgoneandtheywillneversee

himagain...Wasleavingasituationlikethiseven

worthit?

Shestoppedandlookedbacktearfully,butshehad



tokeepgoing...Ifshewentbackthereshe'donly

slowtheguysdown...

Shecrawledforanotherhouruntilherkneeswere

bruisedandirritated,shestoppedandleaned

againstthetunnelresting...Itwasasifthiswasa

punishment,shehadHopethepast2yearsbutthey

wereplayinghardtogetandjustwhentheydecide

tostopplayingandbuildtheirfamilythishappens...

Somethingsoftlandedonherneckandshejumped

rubbingitoffasherskinbegunitching,shegrabbed

thetorchandlitaroundtryingtofinditbutthere

wasnothing,shescratchedherneckandcarriedon

crawlingholdingthetorch...

Attheroyalhouse...

MeanwhileMiketookadeepbreathandsighed

liftinghishand...



Steven:Eerra...

Mike:Iunderstandeverythingyousaid,butthelast

timewehadameetingweseparatedthechildren

andasfarasiknowthey'renottogether..SoI'm

con-

Hope'suncle:Wellclearlyyourdaughtercan'tstay

awayfromtheroyalboycanshe?Noteveryoneis

happythatthesetwoarebacktogetherbutwehave

toacceptitandmoveon..

Mike:Iwasn'ttalkingtoy-

Steven:Pleasenottoday...Notyoutwo...Ihateto

agreewithhimbutheisright...LikeItoldyouthe

lasttimeyouwerefightingandarguing...Attheend

ofthedayitsuptothem...That'swhyweshouldn't

throwafitwhenattendingtocouplesfighting...

Todayisnotabouttheirmarriage...Theyhavedealt

withthatandweshouldappreciatethatthey

themselvessatdownandtalked...



Therewassilenceeveryonelistened,Rain'smother

raisedherhandandshewasgrantedachanceto

speak...

Alicia:Thankyouforlettingusknowwhat'sgoing

on..Idon'tknowwhybutifeellikeitcouldhave

beenmuchbetteriftheywerebothhere,

nonethelessIamhappytheybothsatdownand

solvedtheirpersonalissueswithoutevenmaking

noise...AsmuchasIwishtheywerehereI'm

temptedtothinkperhapstheywereafraidofsome

peoplenotacceptingtheirchoices.Kgosinnahela

kelemmangwanakeitumetse...Mydaughterandi

arenotverycloseassomeofyoumighthave

noticed,shewasraisedbyherfatherwhodida

goodjob...Iwasn'talwaysagoodmotherbutas

timegoesonwelearnfromourmistakes...My

daughterisafraidofmebecausesheandiwere

justneverlikenormalmotheranddaughter,buti

wanttochangethatbeforeidie...Ifthereis

anythingicandototakepartormakethatspecial

daypossiblepleaseletmeknow...Ihaveafew



healthissuesthathavereducedmydaysonearth

andiwantmydaughtertohaveatleastonepositive

thingtoremembermewith...

Herdaughterreachedoverandheldherhandas

Aliciaforcedasmilewithreddisheyes...

Mikelookedather,carefullythistime...Shehadlost

weightandshewaswearingatopwithlongsleeves

evenholdingthesleeveswithherhandslikeshe

didn'twanttoshowherbody,shehadascarf

aroundherneckandunderneathherskirtshewas

wearingtightsandsocksontop...

Steven:Thankyou...Thisday'splanningisdoneby

differentpeople...IbelievemmaKgosi...(laughed)I

havetogetusedtothis...Eemmakgosi'spartis

mostlyplannedbytheroyalladies..Herinlawswill

letyouknowwhereyoutakepart..

MmaKgosi:That'strue...Wewillletyouknow



Alicia:Thankyou...

Steven:I'llletmyunclehereexplainhowthisgoes,i

believemanyofyouwillnotbepresentinthe

planningofthedayassomethingsarekeptclosely

homebutyou'llbeinformedandkeptupdated..

Theuncletookoverthemeetingandexplained

further...

Inthetunnel...

MeanwhileRaincrawlednownotsurehowlongshe

beencrawling,buttherewaslightattheendofthe

tunnel,thiswasmotivating.Shecrawledfasterand

finallyreachedtheendwhereshealmostfell...She

stoppedandlookeddownthenshecarefullygot

downandjumpedintowhatlookedlikesomekind

ofabasement...Shedustedherkneesandtouched

herneck,ithadrasharoundherneckareathough



herwholebodybegunitching..

Shewalkedtowardsthewoodenstaircaseand

walkedupthensheopenedthedoorandfound

herselfinahouse...Asmallhouse...Anold

bachelorpadthatlookedlikenobodyhadbeenin

forawhile...

Sheslowlypushedthefirstdooropen...Thiswasa

bedroom,verydustywithnothingbutabedandold

blanketsthenshewalkedtothesittingroomwhere

therewasanoldcouchandothergardentools,she

stoppedstaringatsomethingcoveredwitha

canvasmaterialthensheuncoveredit...Itwasa

quadbikeandthereweredifferentkeysontheseat,

somelookedlikehousekeys...Shedidn'tknowa

singlethingaboutquadbikes...thelasttimeshe

rodeaquadbikewasmonthsagowithHopewhen

hetookthekidsforbiking,eventhenshewasn't

reallypayingmuchattentiontowhathewasdoing

todrive.GuessHopewouldfindherhere..



Sheturnedaroundandheadedforthedoor,butit

waslocked..Shewentbacktothebikeandgotthe

keysthensheunlockedthedoorandstepped

outside...

Shetookadeepbreathandsighedlookingatthe

debushedarea,shecouldhearcarspassing...The

mainroadwasn'tprobablythatfar...

Shewentbackinsideandgrabbedthekeysthen

shepushedthebike...Shebitherlowerlippushing

itoutsideandstoppedatthedoorthenshegotonit

andputthekeyonit,sheheldthehandlesandlook

kearoundwonderingtodonextnowthatitwas

running...

Shelookedaroundconfusedandeventually

steppeddown.Shepusheditbackinsideand

closedthedoorthenshewalkedtowardstheroad...



AtRain'sHouse...

Hourslaterthenanny'sphonerangwhileshewas

feedingJunior,shemutedtheTVandpickedthe

call...

Her:Hello?

Rain:Hi,itsme...Iborrowedaphone.Canyoucome

pickmeatoldmall?Idon'thavemyphonewithme,

I'mstandinginfrontofshoprite

Her:Eemma..

Shehungupandgotup,minuteslatersheputall

thechildreninthecaranddroveoff...

Somewhereinthecountry...



Hopewalkedescortedbytwomeneachwalking

besideshimastheyheldhisarmswhichweretied

behindhisbackwithablackplasticcoveringhis

head..

Theyputhimonachairandtookofftheplasticas

hecaughthisbreathwithaslightnosebleed

lookingatabout4men...

Man:Whereishe?

Hope:Who?

Themanturnedtheturnaroundandsmashedhim

onthefacewiththebuttasHopefelloffthechair

withhishandstiedbehindhisback...

Man:Whereishe?

Hope:(spatbloodonthefloor)Idon'tknowwhat

you'retalkingabout...That'splace...Iinheritedit



frommylatefather...Myfamilyandigothere

duringtheweekends..

Anothermanwalkedinwithabucketofwaterand

putitbesideshim,hegrabbedhimbythecollaras

Hopekneltonthekneltwithhishandstiedbehind

hisback..

Man2:Doyouwanttodieforamanwhoislegally

dead?

Hope:Pleasetellmewhatyou'retalkingabout...

ThemanpressedHopeheadinsidethefullbucket

asshekickedshakinghishead.After2minutesof

kickingandstrugglinghepulledhimout...

Man:Whereishe?

Hope:Who?

Man:Shouldwepickuponeofyourdaughters?



Hope?Thisisnotajoke...Yourchildwillgomissing

andyou'llneverseeheragain...You'llonlyseeher

remains...Whereishe?

Hope'sheartpoundedashelookedatthem...

*

*

*

*
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AtRain'sHouse...

Rainsteppedoutofthebathroominherrobeand

satonthestoolinfrontofdressingtablelookingat

herself,sheturnedherheadcheckingherneckand



sighedthoughtfully...

ShegotTsarona'sphoneanddialledRere...

Rere:Hello?

Rain:Hi,itsRain

Rere:(laughed)Icanseeit'sTsarona'sphone,Pillar

alwayscallsmewithit.Kennilemotsetsimaloba

mma...It'stwinboys

Rain:Wow,congratulations..

Rere:Thankyou

Rain:Pillarotaadumelagorechekatotaaratabo

bigsisterjaana...Hopewantstotakethemfor

someofhistripstothedelta...

Rere:Pillararatamosepelejaana,hautwalela

flyingshewon'tevensaygoodbyetome..Theboys

arestilllittleandshedoesn'tholdthemsoshe

won'tmind.

Rain:Great...Weareleavingat4pm.Sorryifitstoo



suddenwejustthoughtlet'stakeallth3childrenso

theycanenjoythetriptoo.

Rere:Pillaroitseengkatoosuddenkashejust

packsherpantiesandpyjamas.I'llhavemy

husbanddropheroff.

Rain:Ok,bye

ShehungupanddialledElla...

Ella:Hello?

Rain:HiElla,howareyou?

Ella:I'mgoodhowareyou?

Rain:I'mgood...Wearetakingasmalltriptothe

deltaandwethoughtitwouldbeagreatideatogo

withallthechildren..

Ella:Iheardyouguysdivorcedkanaleboelanye?

Rain:Ididn'tcalltodiscussmymarriagewithyou

Ella...IwantCJ,willhemanageornot?



Ella:Youdon'thavetobedefensiveaboutit...We've

alwaystalked

Rain:Wetalkedaboutthechildrennotmymarriage,

iamnotyourfriendandicannevertalktoyou

aboutmypersonalproblems.

Ella:Butyoucantalktomyhusbandtotheextentof

theseguyshatingeachother?Whydidyoueven

choosetoconfideinmyhusbandinthefirstplace?

Fromonewomantoanotherweknowhowmost

menbehavetowardsawomangoingthrough

something...Whywouldyouchoosemyhusband

insteadofme?

Rain:Kantekegoneoutwangdilotsa2yearsago?I

haven'ttalkedtoyourhusbandinyearsmma...Will

youbringCJorshouldicomegethim?

Ella:ThisthingisthesameaswhenyouheardRere

isKelly,youfiredherforsomethingshedid2years

beforesowhyshouldn'ticomplainaboutyou

makingmyhusbandashouldertocryonwheni

thoughtyouandiarepeaceful?

Rain:Idon'thavetheenergyforthis,bye.



Shehungupandputthephonedownthenshe

walkedoutsidewherethenannywaswatchingTV

withJunioronherlap...

Rain:Howaboutyoutakeadayoff,eventomorrow.

Spendtimewithyourboyfriendandrest...I'mtaking

theseonesoutonalittletrip.

Nanny:Wow...Thankyou...

Rain:You'rewelcome...(handedherP50)You'llget

ataxi..

Nanny:Thankyou..

SheputdownJuniorandwalkedtoherroomwhere

shepackedafewclothesandwalkeddownstairsas

thegirlsfollowedherworriedly...

Tsarona:Whenareyoucomingback?

Nanny:(laughed)Whenyougetbackfromthetrio



I'llbehere

Tsotlhe:Can'tyougowithus?

Nanny:Imissmyboyfriend

Tsarona:Youcangokisshimandcomeback..

Rain:Auntiehasalifelonaijaa...

Thenannylaughedandhuggedthegirlsbefore

walkingout.Rainwentupstairstogetthebagsand

headedtothegaragewheresheloadedthem...

Tsarona'sphonerangthenshepicked..

Rain:Hello?

Steven:Iheardwhathappenedattheranch,where

areyou?

Rain:I'mhome...WhereisHope?

Steven:Hewastaken...Apparentlyhewillbe

questioned,maybeeventorturedbutwithoutproof

therewillhavenochoicebuttoreleasehim.They

knowwhoheisandtheyverywellknowwhatever



theydowillmakenoise.Heisaveryimportant

person..Iwantyousomewheresafe

Rain:Yes,icollectedthechildrentoo..Iwantedto

gosomewheresafe.

Steven:Driveoverhere,I'lltakeyoutosafety.

Rain:Bye

Shehungupandputthechildreninthecarthenshe

droveout...

Intheinterrogationroom...

LateratduskHopesatonthefloorwithhishands

stilltiedtohisback,hiswetclotheshaddriedon

himandhisheadwasachinglikeneverbefore...

Thesoundofthehelicopterstillplayedinhishead

likeitwasamovie,thesoundofthegunsand

everythinghappeninghere...Thiswasaworldhe



wouldhaveneverbelievedexisted,notinapeaceful

countrylikethis...Despiteknowingwhyhisfather

wasspared...Itwasstillveryhardtocomprehend

allthese...

Thedooropened,footstepsapproachedasalittle

lightgotinthedarkroom.Thetwomenyankedhim

upashetriedtostand..

Man:Come....Youmustthinkthisajoke...

Theywalkedoutashelimpedwithaswollen

foreheadthentheystoppedataonewayglass,a

coldspinerandownhisspineashelookedatCj

playingwithhistoycaronthefloorwithouthis

shoeson...

Theyturnedaroundandtookhimbacktothe

interrogationroomwheretheyputhimonthechair...



Man:Whereishe?

Hope:Whoareyoutalkingabout?Pleaseletme

knowwhatyou'retalkingabout...Don'tkillmyson

forsomethingiknownothingabout..

ThesecondmanreluctantlylookedatHope...

Man2:(tohispartner)Canwetalk?

Hewalkedovertohiscolleagueandloweredhis

voice..

Man2:Idon'tthinkheknows,maybesomething

happenedtoChanceandheinjuredhimselfwhile

working...Idon'teventhinkhe'dcontacthisson

afterstayingawayforsolong.Youknowhe

wouldn'tletuscomenearhisboy...Thinkaboutit...

ThesamewaythisHopewouldn'tletushurthis

littleboy.



Man:(whisperedback)Heknows...

ThemansteppedovertoHopeandsquattedin

frontofhim..

Man:I'mtakingyoutothatroomsoyoucansee

yoursondie...I'mnotheretoplaywithyou...After

thisone,I'mgoingtolookforotherchildren..After

everythingI'mgoingtostageyourmurdersuicide..

Alliwantishim...Youknowwhohimisandiwon't

sayhisname...

Hopelookedathimashegrabbedhimanddragged

himoutsidewheretheystoodbytheglass.

Man:RayaSTatsenedah!

Anothermanwalkedinsidetheroomwithabrief

case,heputitdownandputonwhiteglovesbefore



takingoutaninjection.Hopecouldn'thearwhathe

wassayingtoCJbuthebeguncryingtheminutehe

lookedattheinjection...

Hope:Pleasedon'thurtmyson...Idon'tknowwhat

you'retalkingabout...Ican'tthinkofwaystoshow

youidon'tknowwhatyouwant...

Themanpickedhisphoneandtalkedtotheman

inside...

Him:Hello?

Man:Givehimtheinjection,

Him:Sure

Heputthephonedownandwalkedtothecorner

whereCJwasstanding,hetriedtorunbuttheman

grabbedhim,pulleddownhispantsandpinnedhim

downbeforeinjectinghimasHopewatchedwitha



longface...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtElla'sHouse...

MeanwhileVictorwalkedinthehousewithaplastic

offruitsandtookoutonewhileEllasatonthe

couchwatchingTV..

Victor:Heybabe...WhereisCj?



Ella:Heisplayingoutside

Victor:Ididn'tseehimoutside..

Ella:Hewasplayingwithhisbicycleoutside

Victor:Maybeheissleeping...

Ella:Thebabyissleeping,notCj...(stood)Letme

check..Areyousureheisnotoutside?(laughed)I

hopeyou'renotplayingme

Victor:I'mseriousheisnotoutside..

Ellaputdowntheremoteandwalkedoutside,she

walkedaroundthehouseandbackinsidechecking

everyroomwhileVictorputthefruitsinthefridge.

Ella:Ican'tfindCj

VictorclosedthefridgeandwalkedoutsideasElla

followedher...



Victor:Whenlastdidyouseehim?

Ella:Anhourback,2hoursmaybe?Iwatcheda

movie...Thisisthesecondmovieafterhewalked

outsidetoridehisbicycleintheyard..

TheyshoutedlookingforhimasVictorfollowedhis

footstepsoutthegate...Henoticedtheneighbour's

childrenplayingnearby...

Victor:Higuys,haveyouseenCj?

Boy:Heleftinablackcar

Victor:Whowasinablackcar?

Boy:Wedidn'tseeanyone,theydidn'tgetout,he

justgotin.

Victor:Ok..

VictortookouthisphoneanddialledHope...



Victor:ButthenHopewouldneverpickhimwithout

tellingus

Ella:Raincalledearlierandsaidthey'releavingbut

wegotdisconnectedsowedidn'treachan

agreement.Itwashoursago..

Victor:Hope'sphoneisn'tavailable..

ElladialledRain,shewasn'tavailablethenshetried

Tsarona'snumber...

Rain:Hello?

Ella:DidyoupickCj

Rain:Akereogannekaene

Ella:Soyoudidn'tpickher?

Rain:Ellawhywouldicomegetyoursonwhenyou

didn'twanthimtogo?Weleftalready

Ella:Wecan'tfindCj...CanitalktoHope?

Rain:Hopeisalreadyatthedelta...Thereisno



networkthere...Helongleft.Iwastojoinhimwith

thechildren

Ella:Cjwaspickedbysomeoneinablackcar

Rain:Callthepolice..Ifthecallgetsdisconnected

knowthatitsthrnetwork.

Ella:Letmecallthepolice...Ican'tthinkofanyone

whocanjusttakemyson.

Shecutthecallanddialledthepolice....

Intheinterrogationroom...

Hopesatonthechairwithhisheaddownasthe

twomenstoodtherestaringathim...

Man:Stillwon'ttalk?

Hope:Whatdoyoureallywantfromme?Whoare

youlookingforthatyouwon'tevenmentionhis



name?MynameisHopeMoilwa...I'mfromthe

royalfamilyandwhatyoudidtomysonoutthere

willnotbesweptunderthecarpet...Ittwillhitthe

mediaandthewholecountrywillquestionyour

agency...

Thetwomenlookedathisinnocentcluelessface

andwalkedoutclosingthedoor.Hopesighedand

leanedback...

About30minutespassedthenanothermanwalked

inandremovedhiscuffs,Hopemassagedhis

wrists..

Man:Wehaveasituation...Ouragentsseemto

havemistakenyouforsomeoneelse

Hope:Soyoufoundwhoyouwerelookingfor?

Man:Yes...Wewouldliketoapologiseforthe

horribleexperience,wewouldliketosignanone

disclosureagreement...Statingthatyou'llnever



discussthiswithanyoneelse,inexchangeyou'llbe

compensatedfortheinjuriesandtimewasted

Hope:Whataboutmyson?

Man:Hewasinjectedwithallegex...It'snothing

serious...Heisfine

Hope:Caniseehim?

Man:Sure,butmaybeyoushouldwashyourface...

Thebathroomisthisside...

Hopefollowedhimandwashedhisfacethenhe

pacedoutheadingtotheglassroom,heopenedthe

doorwhileCjwasplayingwithhiscarsuckinga

lollipop..

Hesawhisfatherandsmiledrunningtowardshim,

Hopepickedhimupandhuggedhimrelived...

Hope:YouOKmyboy?

Cj:Yes...Theygavemeashotsoicanfeelbetter



Hope:Wow...That'sgood...

Hopecarriedhimoutandfollowedthemanout

headingtotheofficeswherehesawlightforthe

firsttimeinafewhours,hegotintheofficeandsat

downputtinghisboyonhislapthenhepickedthe

nonedisclosureagreementandreaditlookingat

theamount..

Hope:Isthiswhatyouthinkthetortureiwent

throughandthetraumamysonwentthroughis

worth?50K?Doyouknowthatthisistheamounti

makeindays?Whodoitalktoaboutthis?

Man:Listen..Wedon'thavetogiveyouthisamount

atall...Wearejustbeingcivil..Thereisalotyou

couldgotojailforHope...Likeimpregnatingan

underagegirl?Weknoweverythingaboutyou...this

boyyou'reholdingisaresultofdefilementsoyou're

notinapositiontonegotiatewiththelaw.Wedon't

wantthistogofurther...thechopperiswaitingfor

yououtside...Justsignsowecanallgooutways...



Westillhaveacasetosolve...

Hopegrabbedthepenandsigned...

*

*

It'sshortbecausewedidn'treachthetarget,the

restwillfollowtomorrowafterreachingthetarget.

Don'tforgettolikeandleaveacomment...

*

*

*
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Attheranch...



LateronHopelookeddownthroughthewindowof

theaircraftasitslowlylandedonthehelipad,the

windblewaway5henearbygrassastheylanded...

AnagentturnedhisheadandlookedatHope...

Him:Whydoyouhaveahelipadinyourranch?

Hope:Whyshouldn'tihaveit?

Him:Doyouhaveanaircraft?

Hope:Youdoknowthatmycarcostsmorethan

majorityofsmallaircraftsright?

Him:Yeah,butiwasjustaskingifyouhaveone?

Hope:Myfatherhadonebeforehedied...

Him:Soyouhaveone?

Hope:Mygrandfathersoldit...Iwasjustateenager

whenmyfatherwasexecuted...butI'mplanningto

buyoneverysoon.

Him:Ok.Mustbenicegrowinguprichandbeing



handedeverything...

Hope:Iguessyoumusthavemissedthatmywife

andijustwona2milliontenderforourcompany.

Oursnottheoneigotfrommyfather...Butyeahi

guessyoucouldsayitfeelsgoodtoknowthatyour

fathernotonlychosetobeinyourlifebutgaveup

somuchforyoutohavealot,somethingiwantto

doformychildrentoo..Doesitpaytobeasecret

agent?Itmustbeworthalotofmoneytotorture

peoplewiththeprotectionofthegovernment...

Him:It'snotbaduntilanewpresidentcomesin

powerandreshuffleseveryone...

Hopelookedathimthenhelookeddown...

Him:Itcouldhavebeennicetohaveacomfortable

lifelikeyoubutitiswhatitis...

CjunbuckledandsteppeddownasHopefollowed

himandgrabbedhisTshirtsohedoesn'tmissa



step...

Hope:Becareful..

Cj:Ok...

TheysteppeddownthenHopeturnedaround

lookingattheagent..

Him:Onceagain,I'msorryforthemisunderstanding.

Hope:It'sOK..Ihopeyou'llleavemealone.Iamnot

acriminal

Him:You'llneverhearfromus...Iamsorryabout

yourdogs...

Hope:ThatI'llneverforgiveyoufor.

Him:Itwasn'tmyfault,butiunderstandyour

frustration.Haveagoodday...

HewalkedbackintheaircraftthenHopeputhis



armoverCjastheywalkedalongthesmalltrail,the

aircraftleftthemastheairblewtheirclothes...

TheywalkedforquitesometimeuntilCjgottired..

Hope:Shouldicarryyou?

Cj:Yeah...

HopebentoverthenCJjumpedoverhisbackand

hecarriedonwalking..

Cj:Mycarbatteriesaregone

Hope:Wewillgetmorebatteries...Sohowdidyou

meetthoseguyswhogaveyouaninjection?

Cj:Theytoldmeyousentthemtopickmeupsowe

cangotogether

Hope:Andyoudidn'tthinkmaybetheywere

kidnappingyou?Whatdidisayabouttalkingto



strangers?

Cj:Theyknewmyname..

Hope:CJpeoplewhokidnappeoplesometimesfind

outlotsofinformationaboutyou...That'swhy

they'reatyourhouse,becausetheyknowwhereyou

liveandwhatyournameis..

Hestoppedatthegateandputhimdown...

Hope:Idon'tunderstandwhyyouwouldgetintoa

stranger'scarlikeyou'rea5yearoldbaby..

Cj:I'msorry

Hope:No,sorryisnotenough!youshouldn'thave

gonetoastrangerscarinthefirstplace...

HestoppedatthewoodenstairsasCJwalkedup..

Hope:I'mtalkingtoyou!



Cjturnedaroundandlookedathimashisheart

begunpounding...

Hope:Howmanytimeshavewetalkedabout

talkingtostrangersorevengettingintoastrangers

car?

Cj:Theycalledmyname

Hope:(angrily)Sowhat?!Didyouknowthem?Did

you?

Cj:(tearfully)No

Hope:Don't!Don'tevenstartwiththatrubbish

becauseI'llwhipyourass!Youshouldn'thave

gottenintothatcar,wetalkedabouttalkingto

strangers,goingintoastrangerscar!Wetalked

aboutallthis!Itshowsthatyoudon'tlisten...How

willyouprotectyourlittlebrotherifyou'reacting

likeababyyourself?

Cj:Iwon'tdoitagain...I'msorry.Ididn'tknowthey

wouldkidnapme



Hope:(sighed)Theydidn'tkidnapyou,they'remy

friendsbuttheycouldhavebeenkidnappers...I

wantedtotestyouandseeifyou'llfailandyoudid..

Cj:Sorry...

Hope:Let'sgo!

Theywalkedinthehouseandclosedthedoor...

Atthehotel...

LateronRainhoppedoutofthepoolinherbikini

andwalkedtowardsherloungewhereshegrabbed

atowelandwrappedherselfasawhiteguysitting

nearbywatchedher,hesmiledandwavedthenshe

wavedbackandglancedatthechildrenswinging

andslidingattheplayground...

Shesatbyhertableandturnedherlaptopon,she

clickedonhermusicandleanedoverfinishingher



drink...Thewhitemanwalkedoverandsmiled..

Him:Hi,canihaveaseat?

Rain:Sure..

Him:Hi,I'mBruce

Rain:I'mRain

Him:Nicetomeetyou...Isthataweddingring?

Rain:Yes,I'mmarried...Thosearemychildrenover

there..

Him:Allofthem?

Rain:Yes...

Him:Andyou'reingoodshape..

Rain:Thankyou...Myhusbandtellsmethatallthe

time..

Him:(smiled)Heisaluckyguy...Ithoughtmaybe

you'renotmarriedordivorcedsowecanhave

dinnerlater..

Rain:Sorry...I'mhappilymarried...Myhusbandwill



behereanyminutetoo..

Him:(laughed)Inthatcaseletmegiveyouspace...

Malesareterritorial..

Rain:(smiled)Thankyou....

Hewalkedawaythensheclickedonthecompany

booksandbegunworking....Tsarona'sphonerang,

shelookedatthescreenandsmiledexcitedly.

Rain:Hello?

Hope:Hey..

Rain:(sighedinrelief)AreyouOK?

Hope:I'mgood..

Rain:Cjismissing

Hope:I'mwithhim,wewilltalkwhenwemeet,just

wantedtomakesureyou'reOK..

Rain:I'mfine,wearegood

Hope:It'ssafetocomebackbutI'llcomegetyou...



Mygrandfatheranduncle'saresupposedtotake

meformyinitiationbutiwanttomeetyoubeforei

leave.

Rain:Iwastoldialsohavesomethingtogo

through...(laughed)ItsoundedscarybutI'mkindof

excitedatthesametime..

Hope:Habakantshathespiritofrevengefromyou

tabekesiame

Rain:I'mrevengefulnna?

Hope:(laughed)You'reevil...Youcan'tcheatback

whenicheat...Guysaretoosensitiveandwehave

fragilehearts...

Rain:(laughed)Hopeketsilegogoclapawaitse?

Hope:(laughed)I'llcallyouback,letmetakeCj

backhome

Rain:Bye

Shehungupandsighedthenshecarriedon

working....



AtElla'sHouse....

LateronHopedrovethroughthegateandparked

thecarnexttoafewcarsparkingby,hestepped

outwithCjandeveryoneturnedaround...

Ellawalkedovertohim..

Ella:(angrily)Ithoughtyousaidyoudidn'tgethim,

thepolicewerehere,theyjustleft...Wehavebeen

searchingtheneighbourhoodforhours.

Hope:Afriendofminefoundhimandbroughthim

tome...Ican'tbelieveyou'dletmysonoutofyour

sightfor3hoursstraight

Ella:Hewashomeplayinginsidetheyard

Hope:idon'tcare,alotcanhappenin3hours...If

you'reatruemotheryou'resupposedtoatleast

peakoutsideeveryfewminutesjusttocheckifyour



childisstilloutside...childrengomissingbecause

ofnegligentparentslikeyou.

Ella:Doyourealisethatyoualmostgavemeaheart

attack?Thepolicewerehere

Hope:Tellthemyoufoundher!Ihavetogo

Ella:Youwon'tevenapologiseforpullingastunt

likethis?

Hope:Likewhat?Afriendbroughthimover!

Hopeturnedaroundandwalkedtowardsthecar

wherehegotinanddroveoff.

SIXMONTHSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRere'sMother's...

Moffatdrovethroughthegateandparkednexttoa

whitefortuner,heswitchedofftheengineand

sighedleaningbacklookingatRere,hecouldtell

shewasnervousaboutmeetinghermotherforthe

firsttimesinceshewasjustachild...Ormaybeshe

washurtinglookingatthishugehouseandseeing

thekindoflifehermotherlivedwhileshestruggled

withhergrandmother...

Hereachedoverforherjawturningherfaceover

andkissedher,shefinallyrelaxedhershoulders

andsighedasherubbedherlipwithhisthumb...



Moffat:WhateverhappensinthereI'mhereforyou...

I'mveryproudofyouforputtingeverythingbehind

you...Thisisachapterofyourlifethatyouhaveto

face...

Rerelookeddownwithalongfaceholdinghertears

back..

Rere:BabeyouhavenoideawhatI'vebeen

through...Therewasatimeiwasgoingcrazyeven

takingoutmyfrustrationonmydaughter.Iwasfull

ofangerandnothingwentrightforme...Allthati

askedhertodowastocomeandclaimher

inheritancesoIcangetbackmyhouse...Sheflat

outrefusedanditbrokemyheart...Iwassobitter

kesenaseriti,everyonehatedmeandididn'tknow

whattodo...Tothisdayistillfeelsolightinfrontof

everyonebecauseifeellikeilostmydignity.

Moffatpulledheroverandhuggedherbefore

kissingherandputtinghisforeheadonherslooking



inherreddisheyeswhilerubbingthem..

Moffat:Tomeyou'rethemostdignifiedwifeever...

That'swhyirespectyouMrsMoffat...Haveiever

thoughtlessofyou?(sheshookherhead)I've

foundawife,afriendandaninspiration...You're

perfectandyou'llneverunderstandhowblessedi

am...Seehowmymotherlightsupwhenshesees

you?(shesmiledtearfully)Shealwaysprayedfora

lovingdaughterinlaw...Weallhaveapainfulpast...

Iwasusedbyawomanwhodidn'tcareaboutmy

feelings...Mademesupportanotherman'schild

andinearlylostmymindbeforeimetyou.Ke

kgaotswemosethareng...Ifitwasn'tforyou

applyingthoseoilsandeverythingyoudidtogetrid

oftheropescaronmyneckI'dprobablystillhave

it...That'showpowerfulyou'reMrsMoffat...Idon't

careaboutthepast...

Reretookadeepbreathandsighedthentheymet

halfwayandkissed.Theysteppedoutandlifted



theirbabieswiththeirbabycarriersandwalked

towardsthedoor...Theyturnedaroundandlooked

backasVictordrovethroughthegateandparked

nexttotheircar.

EllaandVictorwalkedoverashecarriedtheirson,

heandMoffatbumpedshoulders...

Victor:What'sup?

Moffat:I'mgood...

Ella:Hey..

Rere:Hi...

Rereturnedaroundandfoldedherhandknocking

onthedoor,theyallwaitedthenthedooropened...

Rerelookedathermotherforthefirsttimesince



shewaschild,shehadn'tchangedmuch...

Ellalookedatherforthefirsttime,angerandhurt

filledherchestassheswallowedlookingatherwith

tearyeyes...Victorheldherhandandtheywalkedin

andgreetedher..

Her:Haveaseat...

Bothsisterssatdownwiththeirhusbandsbesides

themandthechildren...

Her:Thankyouforcoming...

Rere:Butgaremmogo...Ihaveadaughterwhois

doingstandard4,hernameisPillar.Ihadherwith

HopeMoilwa...

Her:Fromtheroyalfamily?

Rere:Yes...Sheisatherfather'srightnow.



Ella:Myfirstbornisalsodoingstandard4,his

nameisCj,hisfatherisalsoHope...Whoalso

happenstobemycousinonmyadoptivefather's

sideofthefamily...

Theirmotherlookeddownembarrassedandtooka

deepbreath..

Her:Thankyouforcoming...Iknowthatthereis

nothingicaneversaytojustifyabandoningbothof

you..ForyearsI'vestruggledwiththis...Ididn't

wanttoacceptthatihadyougirls,istruggledto

startmylifefromthebeginninganditwasn'teasy

butimadeit...ithoughtifIhadmoneyI'llbehappy

butI'mnot....IlacknothingyetI'mstillempty...I

feellikeIoweyouanapology...Iamsorryfor

bringingyouintothisworldandfailingtodowhat

mother'saresupposedtodo.Itdoesn'tmatterhow

youcameabout,Ishouldhavedonebetter...please

forgiveme..

Ella:Whydidyouthrowmeaway?



Her:Becauseididn'twantyouatthetime,iwasjust

ayounggirl...IhadRerewheniwas13yearsold

andidroppedoutofschool...Youcame8years

after...Beforeyouthereweremiscarriagestoo...I

couldn'ttakeitanymore

Ella:Whydidn'tyouuseprotectionsinceyouwere

sosexuallyactive?Idon'tunderstand,andyoujust

threwmeaway!

Hermotherlookeddown,tearsburnedhereyesand

shelookedatElla...Wordscouldn'tcomeout,

exceptatearthatrolleddownalonghernoseas

sherubbedit.

Her:Mymother'smanfriendwasforcinghimselfon

meandshedidn'twantanyonetoknow...Iwas13

yearsold,iknewnothingaboutsex...Iwas12when

ifellpregnantwithRere...

Rerelookedatherandswallowed...



Rere:Grannywasagoodperson..She-

Hermothertearfullyrubbedhertearsandshookher

heard...

Her:Shewas...Butshewasalsoafraidofwhat

peoplewillsay...Shekeptthatasecret...carriedon

withamanthatrapedherdaughter...

Rere:Hediedfromfoodpoisoningshortlyafteryou

left...

Her:Ok...

Ella:I'msorry..

Her:It'sok...

Moffat:Haveyoureceivedcounselling?

Her:Onlyrecently....That'swhyihadthestrengthto

finallycontactyouall.Ioncehitrockbottomand

almostlostmymind..Ilookedhorriblebutipicked

myselfupandnowI'mhere.



Victor:I'mgladyoudid...Wecanstillmakethis

workifwetakeitonestepatatime.

Rere:Yeah...Ipersonallyunderstandwhatyouwent

through...Ifeelbadforevenblamingyou.

Ella:Lennakeathaloganya...

Her:Thankyou...Caniseemygrandbabies?

TheyhandedherthetwinsasElla'slastborn

walkedoversuckinghisthumb....

Atthewholesaler...

Rethabilepushedthetrolleywhilelisteningtothe

music,shepickedthefoodandputtheminthe

trolleywhilecalculating...

Meanwhiletwoofthemanagerswalkedbywith

anothershopassistanttalking,theothermanager's

eyesgotstuckonherashewalkedpasther,he



turnedhisheadandlookedbackatherbutshewas

stilllookingatthepricescalculating...

Rethabileputherfoodinthetrolleyandwalkedto

thesectionofdisposableswhereshegottheplates

andcups..AntallIndianwalkedoverholdingapen,

shelookedatthelogoonhisshirtandnoticedhe

musthavebeenamanager..

Him:Hi..

Rethabile:Hi...

Him:MynameisGanesh

ShelookedattheccTVcamerasandlookedat

him...

Rethabile:Dididosomethingwrong?

Ganesh:(laughedandshookhishead)No,no...I

justwantedtosay...Hi



Rethabile:Oh...Hi..

Ganesh:Um....

Helookedathershylyandlookeddownasa

customerwalkedpastthem.Hisheartpoundedas

helookedatherbeautifulface...

Ganesh:Areyoubuyingforyourbusiness?

Rethabile:Yeah,isellfood..Hotdogsduringthe

week,foodduringtheweekends...

Ganesh:Ilikethat...Ilikebusinessmindedpeople...

Weshouldhavedinnerandjusttalk...Areyou

married?

Rethabile:No,you?

Ganesh:No,ileftMumbaiwheniwas10andidon't

thinkI'llevergoback...KeMotswana

Rethabile:(laughed)Theaccentisbaddear

motswanaman...Youneedtoworkonit.



Theylaughedashetookouthisphoneandhanded

ittoher,shesavedhernumberashesmiledand

heavedasighofrelief.

Ganesh:Thankyou.Tellmewhenyou'redone

pickingyourthingssoyoudon'tqueue

Rethabile:Ok,mynameisRetha

Ganesh:Ok...I'mpagingyounow

Rethabile:Ok..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedawaypagingher...

AtElla&Victor'shome....

Meanwhileinthebacktwoandhalfhouse,Dallas

grabbedhiswashingragandwalkedoutofhis

room..Heopenedthebathroomdoorandwalkedin

whileVictor'smotherwasnakeddryingherselfwith

thewashingrag...



Sheturnedlookingathimandsmiled,hesmiled

confusedandclosedthedoor.Shehadaringon

herfingersoshemusthavebeenhiswife...She

wassobeautiful...

Victor'smotherblushedlookingatDallasashe

pulledouthisTshirtandleanedoverkissingher...

Shewasn'tsurewhohewasbuthelookedgood...

Hepulledupherchinandkissedherbeforeturning

heraroundandpushingherbackdownassheheld

thebathtub,hepulledouthisDandslidin...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtElla&Victor'sHouse...

LateronDallasandVictor'smomwatchedhisTV

sittingonhisbed...Helaidbehindholdingheras

theybothwatched...

Dallas:Whostaysinthebighouse?

Her:Idon'tknow...

Dallas:Andthegirlwhobroughtusfood,issheour

daughter?

Her:Idon'tknow..

Dallas:Whatdoyouknow?

Her:Idon'tknowanything...Butthismovieis

talkingaboutdementia,maybeihavedementia...

Whateverthatmakesitdifficulttoremember



anythingijustappreciatethatI'mseeingour

picturesonthewall...Idon'tthinkthatgirlisour

daughter..(pointedattheframedweddingpictures

onthewall)See...Wewerestandingwiththat

youngcouple...Maybethegirlisourdaughteror

maybetheboy...Butithinktheboybecausethegirl

islightskinnedbutbothofusadarkskinned...O

thinktheboyisourson.

Dallas:(staringatthepicture)Possible...

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenmanwalkedin

andlockedeyeswithDallas.

Dallas:Whoareyou?

Themanlookeddownvisiblydisappointed..

Dallas:Whereisyourwallet?



Heturnedtothewardrobeandopeneditthenhe

reachedforhiswalletandtookouthisID..

Him:I'mtakingyourIDtogofillinsomeofyour

papers.Whereisyourpassport?

Dallas:Idon'tknow..

Themanwentthroughthewardrobegoingthrough

everythingandfinallyfoundthepassportwhile

Dallasandhiswomanbothlookedattheunknown

man...

Him:ByeDan..

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,Dallasgotoff

thebedandstoodbythewindowlookingoutsideto

seewherethismanwasgoing,buthewasnowhere

tobefound...



Dallas:Wheredidhego?

Her:Comeandwatch...

Hewalkedbacktothebedandlaidbesidesheras

theywatched..

Meanwhileinthemainhouse,thecaretakerlaidon

thecouchwatchingamovieonNetflix,sheheard

thegateopenandpausedthemoviethenshe

walkedtothewindowtocheckifitwasthecouple

butanunfamiliarmangotinacar..Shecouldn't

evenseehissideview,justthebackthenthecar

droveoff,shetriedtomemorisethenumberplate

butthecardisappearedbeforeshecouldevensee

thenumberplate.

Shewenttothekitchenandlookedattheelder's

house,boththeirdoorswereopen...Theywere

probablywatchingTVasusualsoshewentbackto

thecouchandwatchedthemovie...



Atthemainkgotla...

LaterthatafternoonSolomonandChance's

biologicalmotherwalkedtowardsthegathering...

Her:Iwonderwhytheydidn'tinvitemetomy

grandson'senthronement...Imustbethemost

irrelevantwomanintheseboy'slife

Solomon:AtleastHopecalledwhenhedidn'tsee

youamongstthecrowd...What'simportantisthat

heknowsyou'rehisfather'smother.

Her:ButnowStevenisactinglikehewasthefather

oftheyear...IgavebirthtoChance,allthesepeople

needtounderstandthatheismyson...I'mnoteven

askingforanything...Ididn'taskforhisinheritance

whenhedied.Iletthemhaveitall...Nowtheywon't

eveninvitemetomygrandson'senthronement....I

havetohearallthesefromnewspapersandhearit

fromHooehimself...Hopeisachild...Thecorrect



waywouldhavebeentheminvitingmesoicansit

onmyrightfulchair..

Solomon:Hopethoughtofyou,that'sallthat

matters...

Theyjoinedthecrowdandsatdownwatchingasa

poetrecitedapoemwithwomanstandingbyhis

sideululating...

MikeandhiswifewalkedtotheVIPseatsandsat

downwiththeroyalfamilymembersasthe

camerastookpictures...

Rethabileparkedthecarandsteppedoutthenshe

pickedaboytoddlerintheback,shecarriedhim

andwalkedtowardsthecrowd..

Shechoseafrontseatandsatdownputtingthe

babyonherlapandwaited...



Mc:MayweallstandaswewelcomeKgosi...

Theyallstoodupandwaited...

*

*

*

*
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AttheKgotlagathering...

HourslaterHopeandRainwalkedoverholding

handsasthecrowderuptedinululations...



Hopelookedattheendlesscrowd,he'dneverbeen

thecenterofsuchanattentionanditwassurreal...

Heknewalotofpeoplewouldbetherebuthejust

neverpicturethismanypeople...Lotsofpeople

weresittingonthechairs,othersstandingbehind

thosewhilemorestoodoutsidethefencestanding

onthecarsbarelyabletoseethefront...The

photographerswalkedbackwardstakingendless

picturesofthecouplewiththekgosiandhiswife

togetherwiththeroyalmen...

RainletgoofHope'shandandsatbesideshisroyal

chairaseveryonetooktheirseat...

Rainlookedatthecrowdandtookadeepbreath

thensherecognisedRethabilesittingamongstthe

firstrowofthecrowdrow,lookingathershecould

almostreadhermind...Poorthingprobablycame

withthisparticulartoddlertoruinthisday,thiswas

notHope'schild...thewayshewasbrokenifshe

everwaspregnantwithHope'schildshewould



havelongbragged,thatbabywouldhavelongbeen

gettingchildsupport...Especiallywithmommy

sellingfoodinclubsatnight.Itwaskindofsadto

witnessthiskindofobsession...NoneofHope's

ex'severjustleaveswithoutastunt...Butthenshe

couldnolongerbehaveorthinklikesheusedto,not

afterallthatintensive"royalwife"training...thiswas

justanotherturbulence.Shecalmlyturnedherhead

backtoHopeandadmiredhimonhischair...

Hubbylookedhandsome,soauthoritativeandready

todothisanditfeltsogoodtobesittingbyhis

side...

Hopetookadeepbreathsittingonthehighchairas

hisgrandfathertookthestandandthe

mic.....Hope'seyeslandedonthecrowd,Rethabile

specifically...Helookedatthechildonherlapand

lookinginhereyeshecouldtelltherewassome

kindofattitudeinthewayshewaslookingathim,a

coldchillrandownhisspineashelookedatthe

littleboy...Theboydidn'tlooklikehischildrenbut

thenHopeJuniordidn'tlooklikehimeither,he



lookedmorelikehismom...Couldthishavebeen

hisson?Rainwouldn'trespondwelltothisone,not

aftershetoldhimtouseprotection...

HetookanotherdeepbreathandlookedatRain

disappointedlybutRainsmiledbackadmiringly

thenhesighedturnedback...

Attheairport...

Meanwhileamanwithablackcapwalkedinthe

buildingcarryingabackpack,hekepthishead

downavoidingthecamerasandjoinedthequeue

thenhecheckedin...

Frontdesk:(typing)Da-niel...

Him:Yeah...

Shesmiledlookingathimandcarriedontyping...



Him:Pleasemakesureitsaseatbythewindow...I

liketoseetheclouds...Bringsmeclosertomylate

wife..

Frontdesk:(smiled)I'lldothatsir..

Theman'sheartpoundedasshetooktoolong

typing,hegrewanxiousasheturnedaround

lookingbehindhimstillavoidingthecameras,she

finallysmiledandhandedhimhisdocumentsthen

hrsmiledbackandwalkedthroughthesecurity...

Thedetectorbuzzedandbeepedthenshestepped

backandtookoffhiswatch,hewalkedthroughthe

securityagainandthistimehepassed.Ontheother

sideheputonhiswatchandgrabbedhis

belongingsbeforepassinganothersecuritycheck...

Minuteslaterhehunghisbagoverhisshoulderand

walkedtowardstheplanewiththeotherpassengers.



Hetookouthisphoneandtexted..

Him:Boardingtheplane..

Hereceivedlotsofpicsashewalkedupstairsand

locatedhisseat,thenhetookadeepbreathand

scrolledthroughpictureslookingatStevenandthe

eldersputtingtheleopardskinoverHope...Howhe

wisheditwaspossibletobethereandwitnessall

thesespecialmoments.Hegotemotionallookingat

thehugecrowd,allofHope'schildrensittingona

linesmartlydressed...HespottedOfilweand

Solomonsittingamongstthecrowd...

Him:(text)Whyisyourgrandmothersittingwiththe

crowd?

Hope:Idon'tknow,seemsshewasn'tinvited.She

camebecauseicalled.

Him:You'retheking,makethingsbetter.

Hope:Willdo.Travelsafely.Seeyousoon



Him:Surelittleman.

Heputhisphoneawayandtookadeepbreath

lookingoutsidethewindowastheplanetookthe

runway.Helookeddownaseverythingbecametiny

untiltheplaneflewovertheclouds,heleanedback

andclosedhiseyespicturingthequeen,tearsfilled

hisclosedeyesandrolleddown.Herubbedhis

eyesandlookedoutsideattheclouds..."Hehas

beencrownedbabe,yoursonisgrown."hisinner

voicesaidasheemotionallylookedattheclouds.

Atthekgotla....

LateronEllaandherhusbandtogetherwithRere

andherhusbandapproachedthecrowd,theystood

atthefarendlookingatthefront..

Ella:IwanttotakeapictureofCJ..Doyouthink

theywillmindifigothere?



Victor:Idoubt...BesidesHopesaidthereisa

photographersotheywilldefinitelygiveusthe

children'spictures.

OneoftheusherswalkingbyrecognisedEllaand

Rerethenshesmiledandwalkedback..

Her:Pleasecomethisway...Youwerereserved

chairsbuttheygavethemawaywhenyoudidn't

showup.

Ella:(smiled)Thankyou..

Theyfollowedtheusherwhothentalkedtothe

otherone...

MeanwhileHopestoodupwiththeleopardskin

overhissuitandholdingaknobkerriashefixedthe

micandsmiled,beforehecouldspeakthecrowd

eruptedcheering,womenululating,menwhistling

whileeveryoneclappedtheirhands...



HenoticedEllaandRerewiththeirhusbandsand

children,hesmiledandwavedastheyallsmiled

back.Anusherbroughtthemchairsandtheysat

downthenEllawalkedovertothechildrenandtook

pictures...ShesatdownandsmiledwavingatRain,

whosmiledback.

Hopesummonedhisassistantoverandwhispered

tohimpointingatOfilweandSolomonthenhe

turnedaroundandwalkedovertothem,hebrought

themtotheVIPareaandfoundthemseats.

Hopetookadeepbreathandsighedstanding

beforethecrowd...

Hope:Mayitakethismomenttothankeveryone

whoshoweduptocelebratethisspecialdaywith

us...It'snotjustadayfortheroyalsbutadayfor

thepeople...Iamstandinghereonbehalfofmy



fatherChanceMoilwa,itshouldhavebeenhim...

Hero'sgetrememberedbutlegendsneverdie...For

thatwewillnothaveamomentofsilenceformy

father.Heisalegendwhoisjustrestingwherever

heis...(heturnedlookingatRain)Thiswomanright

hereisallthestrengthineedtodothis...

Rainsmiledblushingasthecrowdcheered...

Hope:Emabagobonemmakgosi...Gakea

kgotsogalelaintroductionyakgantele..

ThecrowdcheeredasRainslowstoodupand

smiledwavingateveryonebeforesittingdown.

Hopesmiledandturnedback..

Hope:I'msolucky...

Theyalllaughedashecarriedonwiththespeech.



MeanwhileRethabile'sphonereceivedamessage

fromhersister..

Her:Shimaokae?Thisstupidexhusbandofmine

saysheistakingthemshopping.Hethinkshewill

getmebackbybuyinghischildrenclothesasifhe

isdoingmeafavour.

Rethabile:I'llbringhimover,itookhimtobuyhim

tracksuitsbecauseididn'twanttoriskbuyingthe

wrongsize.

Her: ThedayyougivebirthtolittleRamanyou'll

knowababy'ssizebyjustlookingathim.

Rethabile: MxmRamanwatengntsealeslow

jaana.I'mgettinginpatientwithallthesedates,i

haven'tevenbeentohishouse.

Her:Bepatientbabygirl..Bringthatonesotheycan

gotothemallwiththeirfather.

Rethabile:Ok.



Sheputherphoneinthebagandwalkedaway

whileHopewasstilltalking.HeturnedlookingRain

andshesmiledencouraginghim...

AtElla&Victor'sHouse...

LateronDallassatontheedgeofthebedand

lookedaroundthehouse,hecouldn'tunderstand

whathewasdoinghereorwherehisfamilywas...

Hesatthereforabout5minuteswonderingwhere

Thutoandhisdaughterwas...Thenheremembered,

likeaflushbackeverythingcameback..Hestood

upandlookedonthecounter,perhapshe'dfindhis

phonetocallChancemaybehe'dmakehim

understandwhatwasgoingoninhislife,thenhe

rememberedChancegettingadeathsentencefor

themurderhedidn'tevencommit...Histimeinthe

interrogationroomcamebackandhisthroat



blockedatthethoughtofhimthrowingChance

underthebus...

Hepulledthedrawersandcameacrosssome

electriccables,hewalkedoutandheadedtothe

treewherehegotonthechairandtiedhimself,he

tookadeepbreathlookingatthisunfamiliarplace

1andkickedthechair.Hekickedshakingthewhole

branchasleavesfelluntilhewasstill,peeflowed

downhispantslegashehungfromthetree...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtElla's&Victor'sHouse...

LateronEllaandVictorwalkedinwhilethe

caretakerdishedforeveryone..Ellawalkedinthe

kitchenandgrabbedtheplatesforherfatherand

motherinlaw..

Ella:I'lltakethistothem...

Her:Ok,howdidthecoronationgo?

Ella:Itwentwell...Cjlookedbeautiful

Her:(laughed)Royalboy!

Victor:(laughed)Kanagoratiwabokwetegone

hale...

Theylaughedasshegrabbedtheplatesinatray

andwalkedoutthroughthebackdoor,shewalked

towardsthehouseandcaughtasightofsomething

bythetree,sheturnedaroundandlookedather

fatherhangingfromthetree...Thetrayonher



handsslippedthroughherfingersandspundown

asshescreamedandranbacktothehouse.Victor

ranoutandmetheratthedoorasshecoveredher

mouthandpointed...

Victorlookedatthetreethenherushedbackinthe

houseandgrabbedaknife,herantowardsthetree

ashismothersteppedoutconfusedandlookedat

him...

Victorgrabbedthechairandsteppedonitthenhe

cuttheropeasEllastoodbyfranticallydiallingthe

police...

AtRethabile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningRethabilesteppedoutofthe

bathroomandwalkedinthebedroomwhereshesat

onthebedandsighed...Shecheckedherphoneto

seeifHopeorRainhadsentheramessageasking



aboutthebaby...Maybethenshe'dhavesomething

entertaining...

Shelaidonherstomachgoingthroughsocialmedia,

thecrowningwastrending,shesighedandputher

phonedownthenshetiedherhair...Forawhileshe

didn'tcare,butnowshewasactuallybothered...At

herageshehadnoman,nochildoranything...I

meanyesthebusinesswasgood...Butwhatgood

isitifshecan'tcelebrateitwithanyone?Herphone

rang,herherheartskippedasshesmiledatthe

gameshehadjuststartedtoday..

Retha:(smiledandliftedhereyebrowswithan

attitude)Yes.

Ganesh:Hi,it'sme.Sorryiwasquiettoday..Iwas

tryingtofixafewthingsthings.

Retha:Ohok...

Ganesh:Doyoumindifipickyouupsowreat?

Retha:Idon'tmind



Ganesh:Ok..I'llbetherein30minutes,willthatbe

OK?

Retha:Yes.Bye

Shehungupandgotdressed.Minuteslatershe

walkedoutandlockedthedoorasacarwaitedat

thegate.

MeanwhileGaneshtookadeepbreathandsighed

lookingatthenewengagementringthenheshoved

itinhispocketandsmiledasshegotinthecar.

Ganesh:Hi...

Retha:Hi..

Heleanedbackandstartedthecarthenhedrove

off...



Atthepalace...

LaterthateveningHopedrovetowardsthegate

whileRainsatonthepassengerseatblindfolded.

Hope:Nopeeking

Rain:(giggled)I'mnotpeeking..

Heputhishandonherthighasthegateslowly

openedthenhedrovethroughthegateandparked

infrontofthepalace....

Hesteppedoutandopenedthedoorforherthenhe

grabbedherhandassheplacedherhandonhis...

Rain:Canitakeitoff?

Hope:Notyet...StandthereOK?Countupto10

thenremovethefoldandcome....



Rain:Ok...

Shebeguncountinguntilshereached10thenshe

slowlyremovedthefold,shelookedupatthehuge

houseandcoveredhermouththenhereyes

droppedtothepavementwherecandlesandrose

paddlesmadeawalkingpathforher...

Shetookherfirstandwalkedtowardsthemain

doorinherhighheelsthenshepushedthedoor

openandsteppedin,thewholehouseeruptedin

excitementasshejumpedstartled...

ShesmiledemotionallylookingatMikeandHope

standingnexttooneanotherbumpingshouldersas

everyonecheered...Thelivingroomwashugewith

abigshinychandelierandwelcomehomeband

hangingbytheballoongarlandattheback...

Shecoveredhermouthonceagain,everyonewas



dressedelegantfortheeveningsomeholdingwine

glasses...Shelookedathermotherwhowasjust

sittingonthecouchwhilehersistersstoodbyher

sideclappingforRainwithhugesmiles...

SherecognisedherKenyanfriendfromUKandher

husbandandgaspedasshewalkedoverand

huggedher...

Anya:Youlooksobeautiful...

Rain:(tearfully)Whatareyoudoinghere?

Anya:Iwouldn'tmissthisforanything!

Herpreviousnannyandherhusbandsmiledtooas

sheleanedoverhuggingher.

Hopesteppedoverthefirststepandgrabbeda

glassfromtheusher'stray....



Hope:(clearedhisthroat)Mayi....

TherewassilenceastheDJloweredthemusic...

Hope:Babethisisyournewhouse...Togetherwe

willbuildnewmemoriestogether,raiseourchildren

andtrydoingthisrulingthing....

Everyonelaughedasshesmiled...

Hope:Iwasn'tsurewhatexactlywouldmakeyour

eveningspecialsoiinvitedeveryoneclosetousto

helpmewelcomeyou...Butthereisstillmore

coming....Ihavesomethingforyoualoneafterthis...

Everyonepleasehelpmewelcomemyqueen

home...

Theyallclappedhands,theDJplayedFlavour's

Virtuouswoman...Hopebithislowerlipshakinghis



heademotionallybeforelookingatRain...

Rainlookedathimemotionally,thissongbrought

backtheirweddingmemoriesandtheirvows...tears

filledhereyesasshewalkedpastthroughthe

crowdheadingtoHope...

Hopehuggedherburyingherintohisarmsand

kissedher,sheburstintotearscryingasHopeheld

hertightlywhileeveryoneclappedhands...She

turnedaroundtearfullylookingateveryoneand

smiledwithherarmaroundHope..Sherestedher

headonhischestandsmiledateveryone..

Rain:Thankyou...

Hopeturnedherheadandleanedoverkissingher

aseveryoneclappedhands.Katlotookapictureof

Hopekissingherandsentit..



Katlo: Igiveup.Thisboyhasbeenbewitched.

Hesaidifidon'tloveRainhewilldisownmesoi

havebeenforcingasmileallevening.Mycheeks

evenhurtbecauseI'mafraidhewillthrowmeoutof

theroyalhouse.

Number: That'smyboy. InhimI'mproud!

YouneedtogetoverTsogo'ssister.Heallittlebro...

KatlolaughedandturnedlookingatHope,he

smiledathimproudlyandnoddedasHopeledRain

tothedancefloor...

Somewherearoundtheworld....

Amanstoodbythebalconyholdingaglassofwine

staringatthestarsinthesky.Hetookadeepbreath

andsighed...Tsogowalkedoutinherrobeand

stoodbesideshim,heputhisarmaroundherand

kissedher...



Tsogo:(lookingatthestars)Ithinksheisproudof

Hope...

Him:Ihopeso...He'sbeenthroughalotbuthe

turnedthingsaround,hesavedmylifetoo...i

thoughtiwasgivenasecondchanceatlifebuti

wasstillaprisoner..anobjectforpoliticiansandmy

lifewasbasicallyuseless...icouldonlywatchasmy

boyselfdestruct...Itwasthemostpainful

feeling...Justwheniwasabouttosurrenderhe

steppedoverandhandedhimselftotheagencyfor

me....hegavemefreedom.

Heturnedaroundandfacedher...

Him:Ijustcan'tbelieveyou'dchooseselfexile...

Tsogo:(smiled)Ichoselove....Infactlovechose

me...

Heleanedoverandkissedher....



****THEEND***

Thenextbookwillbecomingupsoon...You'llbe

choosingbetweentwogenreswe'veneverread

before. Thankyousomuchforyoursupport.I

amgratefultohaveyouonthispage.Don'tforgetto

likeandleaveacomment.


