
CHASINGFREEDOM

CHAPTERONE

Istretchedmylegsastheplanelandedand

walkedout.ThehotAfricansunwasthefirst

thingthatkissedmyskinandItookthesteps

down.Iexpectedtofindmyfamilywithabig

boardwithmynamewrittenonitwithbigblack

lettersbutthatwasn'tthecase.

IdidrunawaytoParistostudyartinsteadof

choosingapropercareerpath,liketherestof

mysiblings.

I'mtheyoungestofthreeman

Melokuhle,Okuhle,Thandoluhlethenmyonly

sisterEnhleandI'mtheyoungestHanna.I'm

halfJapaneseandhalfNigerian.Icomefroma

bigfamilyofhardcoreZulu'swhileI'mthistiny

halfJapanese,halfblackgirl.



IwasadoptedbymyparentswhenIwasborn.

MymotherwhoIdon'tknowgavemeupwhen

shegavebirthtomeandluckilyIwasadopted

byMrandMrsCetshwayo.

WearefromaroyalZulufamilydowninthe

valleysandmountainsofEmpini.Ittookawhile

forpeopletoacceptmesinceIamwhiteoras

AuntDorisalwayssay"MlunguoyePrivate

school."

Iranawayfromhomebecauseeveryonehad

myfutureplannedout.Dadwantedmetobea

doctor,MomsawmeinengineeringandAunt

Doriswhohappenstobeadrunkardjust

thoughtnursingwasperfectforme,sinceshe

hasneverfulfilledherdream.



Ismiledattheguardwhoofferedtotakemy

luggageanddrovemehomebuthadtostopat

mysister'sveryownrestaurantsinceshe

plannedawelcomebackpartyforme.

Iwalkedinthishugeclassicbuildingexhausted.

IjusthadalongflightandI'mjetleggedand

sheexpectsmetoparty.

Istillkeptmysmileonandwalkedinwithmy

blackstuddedjeansandalooseknittedshirt

andahatonmybodhaircut.Ineverlikedmy

hairlong,soIalwayschoppeditdownandmy

sisterEnhleusedtocreateweaveswithit.How

shedoesit?Idon'tknow.

"Hanna!"Shescreamedandrantomewrapping

herarmsaroundme.



Myeyesgrewlarge.

"Youpregnant?"Iaskedandshenodded.

"Sixmonths."Shegrinnedshowingmearingon

herfinger.

"AndI'mgettingmarriedsoon."Iyohifsheis

gettingmarriedthenIwillbetheonlyoneleft

andthefamilyisgoingtostartlookingfora

suitorforme.

"Comeandmeetmyfriendsandlateronyou

aregoingtotellmeallaboutParis."She

draggedmeovertoagroupofaboutthreegirls

andmymoodwentfrom110%to-0,1%.

"I'm.sureyouremembereveryonefromhigh



school."EnhlesaidwhenIstaredather.

Weallweresenttoaboardingschool.Enhleis

ayearolderthenmeandsheistwentytwoand

highschoolformewashellbecauseofthese

threebitchesinfrontofme.

"Irememberthemwell,especiallythetimethey

exchangedmytoothpastewithglueandIhadto

visitthehospital.Tina,MendyandKarina,you'll

lookgood."

IsaidandtheyallsmiledandEnhlepincedme.

MynameisHannaCetshwayoandthisismy

life.
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CHAPTERTWO

Thewelcomehomepartywasawkward,Ihad

tosmileandtakepictureswithpeoplewho

oncemademylifealivinghell.

Iwasdiscriminatedbackinhigh.

Iwaswaytooskinnytofitinwiththecool

squadandtoonerdytochillwiththemduring

breakeventhoughmysistersuckuptothem

andheretheywerenowwithbigsmileslike

theysomehowlikedme.

Jeez.

"Hanna,weneedtoleave.Thefolksarewaiting

athome."Ifakedasmileandgotup.

Iwasdyingtoleavebytheway.



Wewerenowinthebackseatofthecarand

twoguardsdrivingushome.

"Youstillwiththem."IaskedEnhlewhowas

rubbingherhugestomach.Iamnever,ever

gettingpregnant.

Howthehelldoyouwalkaroundwithahuman

insideofyou?

"HowcouldyouaskmesuchaquestionHanna?

Thethreegirlshavebeenmyfriendssince

gradeeightwhywouldIleavethemnow."

ShesaidlookingatmestraightintheeyeandI

rolledmyeyes.

"Theyhaveneverbeenfriendstoyou.Theyjust

likedthebenefits,themoney,sleepoversatthe

palace.Thepublicityandnottomentionallthe

royalmentheywanttodigtheirclawsinto."



Herfacedchanged."Youhavealwaysbeen

jealousofmyfriendsandI'mgoingtoignore

thatbecauseithasbeenalongfouryearsandI

don'twanttofightwithyou."

Igroaned."I'msorry,Ineverlikedthemand

won'tstartnowandpleasedon'ttrytoforce

themtomebecauseIwon'tpretend."She

pulledmycheeks.

"Wannafeelsmylittlebaby."Iscrunchedmy

nose.

"Nonever.Iwillstartplayingwiththatlittlebrat

oncesheorheisaboutsixteen."

Shegiggledandthejourneycontinueduntilwe



enteredgravelandpastthevalleys,thelongs

hillsandemeraldpatches.

Thecarstoppedinfrontofthepalacegateand

myfearcreepedin.Ididn'tleavelikehow

normalkidsdo,IranawayfromhomeandI'm

suremyfatherisbreathingflames.

ItookthedressIplacedinthebackseat

,removedmytrousersandtopandgotdressed.

Inaproperway.Nopantsorshortsareallowed

insidetheCetshwayoyardsandinParisIdid

havealittlefreedombutitsallovernow.

"Readytogetyourvirginitytested."

Istaredupatherinhorror."Theystilldothat."

ShenoddedandIsatbackontheseat.



"Ijusthopeyoudidn'tgetfreakywithanywhite

maninParisbecauseGog'Mthembuuswaiting

foryouatthegatewithhergrassmatalready

laidonthefloorallforyou.Sovirginitycardstill

intact."

Irolledmyeyesather.

"IknewwhatIwasinParisforsodon'tworry."

TheguardopenedbothoutdoorandIstepped

outandthewholecompoundbrokeoutinloud

ululating.

IsmilednervouslyasIlookedatmomanddad

onthebalconyinfrontoftheirroom.Momhad

herkindasalwaysreadytoburstoutintears

whilemyfatherwasreadytopounceonmelike

atiger.



ImaybetwentyonebuttonightImgoingto

sleepwithasorebodyfrommyfather'sbeating.

Igreetedeveryoneandlaiddownonthemat

andthisoldwomanfiddledwithmyvigina.

AftershewasdoneIgotupandsheplaceda

whitedotonmyforehead.MeaningthatI'mstill

pure.

Iwalkedintotheyardwiththepregnantfairy

behindme.Irushedintomyroom,changedinto

somethingmorecomfortablethenwenttomy

eldestbrother'sroom.

Ididn'tknockIjustpushedthedoorandwhat

stoodinfrontofmeshocked.Tinasmirkedas



shecontinuedridingmybrotherwhilehehad

hiseyesclosed.

"Whatthefuck,Melo?"Thatseemedtostartle

himashequicklypushedheroffhim.

"Youfuckensleepingwiththiswhorewhileyour

wifeisaround,onherbedsuchdisrespect."I

screamed.

"Youback."Iwasbeyondthewordangry.Tina

outofallpeople,Ihatethatbitch.

"DoesPreciousknowaboutthisorshouldIcall

her."Tinastoodupfromthefloornakedand

shestillhadthatannoyingsmirkonherface.

Preciousneverwantedtobemarriedintothis



familybecausesheknewhowMelowasbut

sheaccidentallyfellpregnantandasshewas

carryingthefutureheirtothethronethe

marriagehappenedandnowheischeatingon

herinherroomonherbed.

Ichargedtothisbitchandknockedhertothe

floorwithapunch.

"Hanna,pleasecalmdown."Mybrotherbegged.

Heknewhecouldn'tdoathingwhenI'mangry.

"PreciousisthesweetestpersonIhaveever

comeacrossandthisiswhatyoudotoher?"

Iwasnowontopofthisbitchbeatingher

senselessuntilmybrothercarriedmeoffher

andtookmeoutside.



IbangedonthedoorasPreciouspassedthe

roomshejustshookher.

Iwalkedintothemainhouseandmydadshook

hishead.

"Howmanysecondshaveyouspentinthis

palaceandyouarealreadycausinghavoc."I

shruggedandkissedhischeekbeforesitting

down.

"Itsjustthatyoursoncan'tkeephiszipup."I

said.

"StartmindingyourownbusinessHanna,you

haveahusbandtofindandmaybeyouwillfeel

howharditisinmarriage."



Ipouted.

"Idon'twannagetmarried."Mymotherentered

andthrewherarmsaroundmehuggingme

tightly.

"Don'tyoueverrunawayagain,Hanna.Youhad

meworried."Shesetmebackonthecouch.

"I'msorryitwastheonlywaytofulfillmy

dreamswithoutanyoneinterfering."

Shewentandsatnexttomyfatherandhe

grabbedherhandandstartedmassagingin

slowly.

Thelovetheyshare.



"IwantamanlikeyouwhenIgetmarried."I

blurtedoutextendingmylegsonthecouchand

lyingback.

"Youdoknowwhat'srequiredofyou,Hanna."I

noddedtakingmyfatherscupofteaandsipped

onit.

"Thereisabigbanquetthat'sgoingtobe

thrownforthecutestprincessintheentireZulu

kingdoms,whichismeofcourse.Thenall

singleprincesfromneighbouringkingdoms

whohavesentlettersofwantingmyhandin

marriagewillbeinvitedthenIwillvisiteachand

everykingdomwhichhavehornymenwhocan't

waittogetmepregnantthenIwillgiveyou

feedbackandyou'llgoingtochoosemyPrince

charminghowexciting."



Notethesarcasm.

"NgizokushayaHanna."Irolledmyeyes"Since

yousister'sweddingissoonandwecan't

interruptitwewillhavetopostponeyour

ceremony."

Ismiledclappingmyhands."AtthemeantimeI

couldfindmyownprincecharmingratherthen

thosebigbellyroyals."Ikissedboththeir

cheeksbeforewalkingoutandtheminuteI

steppedoutIsteppedbackin.

"WhatisAuntDorisdoinghere?"Mymother

groaned.

"Probablymovinginfortheweddingortocheck



onme."
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CHAPTERTHREE

"Areyoujustgoingtostandtherewithyourflat

arseandtinybreasts,takemybagsandmake

metea."

ThatwasthefamousAuntDoris,theonly

personwhohastheabilitytomakeeveryone's



businessherbusiness.

Ibentdownandtookhertwosuitcasesupto

thespare.Thesuitcasecarriedmeinsteadof

theotherwayaround.

Icamebackdownstairsandshealreadyhad

herfeetonthecoffeetable.Themaidsalready

runningaroundheadless.

"Areyoulikevisitingormovinginfortherestof

thefewyearsyouhaveleft."Shescowledatme.

"ImaybeoldbutI'mjotdyingsoonbutafterI

getyouastrongZulumanwhowillteach

mannersandrespectbecauseyourparents

failed,miserably."Shesaidshakingherhead

towardsmymotherandfatherandtheyboth

gotleavingtheroom.



"Hannamytea,wenawithyourhitearsget

startedwiththecooking,Hannawillcatchthe

chickenoutsideandcutitandyouwillcookit

afterthatHannawillmakeumqobothiwithher

mother."

Shewasalreadygivingorders.

"HayineverAuntDoris,Iwillmakeyouthebest

teaintheworldandifyoudon'tmakeme

murderachickenormaketraditionalalcoholI

maygiveyouthatexpensivewhiskeyIbought

backinParis."Shestudiedmeforawhile.

"Whatarewaitingfor?Gogetmyteaandmy

whiskey."



Ismiledinwardlyandrushedtothekitchen

quicklymadeherteaandbroughtherpresent.I

lefthertheresinceIdidn'twanttohearher

gossipandIhadalotofcatchinguptodo.

Iwalkedaroundtheyardandsawhimatthe

stablegroomingMika,myhorse.Ihadtomake

surenoonesawmeasImademywaytohim.

"Mthobisi!"Icalledouttohimandhepausedfor

awhile.Iwasseatedunderthelargecutdrums

thatwerepreviouslyusedtoservewatertothe

horses.

"Iheardyouwereback."Hesaidnoteven

lookingupatme.Iexpectedthatfromhim.I

didleavewithoutsayinggoodbye.

"I'mnotgoodwithgoodbyesMtho,that'swhyI



justleft."Itriedtoreasonbuthewashaving

nonofmyexplanation.

Hedroppedthecombhehadonhishandand

chargedatme.HewasangryandIdidn'tblame

him.

"FouryearsHanna,fourfreakenyearsandnota

wordfromyou.Doyouthinkitwaseasyhearing

fromthestaffthatmygirlfriendranaway.Do

youevenlovemeHannaorI'mjust...Idon't

knowanymore."

Isowantedtowrapmyarmsaroundhis

muscularbodyandtanglemyfingersinhislong

neatkeptdreadlocksandjustshuthis

blabbering.

"YouknowIloveyou,IwillalwaysloveandI



haveneverstoppedlovingyou.Mthobisimeet

meattheriverwhenyouknowthateveryoneis

asleep,itstooriskyhere."Iblewhimakissand

wentbacktohousewhenIbumpedinto

Thandoluhle.

"Luhle."Isaidnervouslyashemaybeyounger

thenmytwobrothersbutheisthescariest.He

nevertalksandalwayshasaseriousfaceandI

mayhaveahugemouthbutIshutitinfrontof

him.

"Youwenttoseehim,didn'tItellyoutostay

awayfromthatherdboy."

HehalfyelledandIshookmyhead.

"JustgotoyourroomandifIfindoutyouwere

withthatboy,I'mgoingtosmackyou."I



noddedandranawayandwhenIwassureI

wasagooddistanceawayfromhimIcould

breathe.

"MXdickthinkshecouldcontrolmylife.Please!

IwillfallinlovewithwhoeverIwant."Iwalked

uptomyroomhadabathandworepajamas.

WeallhaddinnerwithEnhleandherfiance

Andilewhiletheytalkedabouttheirupcoming

wedding.

AfterIwassureeveryonewasinbed,Itooka

torchandworeagownontopofmyromper

andsneakers.

Ijumpedoutofthewindow.AtrickIlearntback

whenIwasinhighschoolandstarteddating

Mthobisiandweusedtogototheriverallthe



timewhenIvisitedhomeduringtheholidays.

Iwalkedslowlypastmyfather'sdogswhoare

viciousandcouldbarkthewholenightthenup

tothestablesandpastthekraalandfinallyI

wentunderthefencewhichhadahugeholeI

couldfitthrougheasily.

Itwasstillaverylongdistancetotheriverand

withmytorchImanagedtoavoidfallingand

trampingonmud.

Ifinallyreachedourspotwherehehada

blanketlaidwithsomecandleslitandthank

godtherewasnobreezewithabigbunchof

flowersalloverandabasket.Ismiledandwent

uptohim.

Hegotupandplacedhishandsonmywaist



pullingmeclosertohisbody.

Hesmeltgood.

Iplacedmyhandsonhisbroadshoulders.

"Idon'twanttofight,justnottonight."Inodded

andstoodonmytippytoes

placingakissonhislips.

Mthobisiwashandsomewithhismuscular

bodyandlongdreadlocksandchocolateskin

tone.

"Imissedyou."Isaidsoftlyaswesatdownand

hefedmethefreshlypickedfruits.



"Imissedyoumore."Hetoldmeandweboth

laidonthematstaringattheskywithhis

fingersintertwinedwithmine.

"HowwasParis?"Ismiled.

"Amazing,onedaywebotharegoingtherefor

ourhoneymoon.Ilearntsomuchaboutmy

careerandIcan'twaittoopenmyartstudio."I

saidandheturnedtomesmiling.

"Ireallymissedyou."Igiggledandkissedhim.

"HowisMrsNgemadoing?"Iaskedandhe

melted.Thelovehehasforhismother.

"Sheisgoodandhasbeenaskingaboutyou."



Mthobisihadtobethemanofthehouseata

youngwhenhisfatherpassedawayandgetting

ajobatthepalaceasaherdboyearnedhim

somemoneytohelphismotherandyounger

sister.

That'swhenImethimandwehavedatedfora

longtimenow.butrealityofmebeingmarried

offtosomeprincekeepsonhaunting.
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CHAPTERFOUR

IwokeuptosomeoneshakingmeandI

groanedandwhenIfinallyopenedmyeyesI



jerkedup.

Thesunwasupandthechickenscroaked.I

lookedatMthoandhewasalsodisheveled.

Hesmiledandcreasedmycheeks."Ithinkyou

shouldgohome,todayisyoursister'swedding."

Ilookedathimshocked.

"Enhleisgettingmarriedtoday?"Henodded

andIstoodup,wearingmygown.

"Ihavetogetgoing."IsprinteredoffbutwhenI

wasafewmetersawayfromhim.Iranback

andhekissedme.Hisarmsaroundmytiny

bodyholdingmetightlylikeIwasaboutto

disappear.



"Iloveyou,Hanna."Mtho,saidashesetmefree

tobreathe.

"Iloveyoumore."Irepliedandhepeckedmy

lips.

"andIloveyoumost."IranhomeandasI

enteredthegateeveryonearoundlookedat

menIrolledmyeyesandwenttomyroom.

AsIundressedtohaveabathmymomentered.

"Youbotharegoingtohurtmorewhenyouget

marriedifyoucontinuetoseeeachother

,Hanna.Ithoughtyouagreedtostopallofthis."

Iignoredherandtookofmybraandpanty.

"Hanna,I'myourmother,Iknowwhat'sbestfor



youbecauseifyourfatherfindsoutaboutyour

relationshipwiththatNgemaboy,hewill

murderhim.Youknowhowdangerousthe

royalfamilyis."

Iturnedtofaceher.

"DoyoureallythinkIwasonlyinParistostudy

art.I'magreenbeltinkarateandIkickarse.If

myfatheroranyonetriestodoathingtomy

Mthobisi,Ibeatthemupsobadlyyoubetter

havethemortuaryonspeeddial.Nowmother

canIpleasehaveabathandenjoymysister's

wedding."Shehuffedinfrustrationandwalked

out.Ihadaquickshowerandtoweldriedmy

hairandwalkedoutofmybathroomnakedto

findagirlseatedonmybed.

"Bitch,whoareyou?"Shequicklygotupand



bowed.

"Princess!"Irolledmyeyes.

Ihatetheformalities.

"Iaskedyouaquestion."Sheshyedawayfrom

mybody,IwasnakedandIhaveneverhada

problemwithmynudity."Iwassenttodoyour

hairandmake-upandhelpyougetdressasyou

arethemaidofhonourforPrincessEnhle's

wedding."

Igroaned.

Iworematchingbraandpantyandsatinfront

ofthemirrorandshestartedwithmyhair,which

shecouldn'tdomuchsinceitwasshortand



thenmymake-upandfinallyshehelpedmeinto

thepinkdress.

Pink,reallypink.Ihatepink.Ilookedattheheels

andshookmyhead.

"Never,I'malreadyapinkdress,nowIhaveto

wearthesenothankyou.Dismissed."She

walkedoutandItookoutmywhiteconverse

andworethem.

WalkingoutofmyroomIspottedMthoand

wavedathimandhesmiled.Iwenttowhere

thebridewasbeingpampered.

"Youlookcute."ShesaidasIenteredandwhen

hereyeswenttomyshoesshefrowned.



"Don'tevenstart."Isaidturningtoeveryone

elseintheroom.

Thethreemusketeers,whatwasTinaeven

doinghere.

Traitor,homewreckerandabitch.I'mstill

watchingher.

Whenallpreparationsweredone,mysistergot

upandeveryonecommentedonher.She

lookedatmeandIshrugged.

"I'mnevergettingmarriedwhenI'mpregnant.

Bigonlynosewithabigtummyit'slikeyou

neverhadafigurebeforeandthosebigswollen

feet.Iguessyourhusbandwillbebusy

massagingyourfeetratherthenfuckingyour

brainsoff."Shelookedatmelikeshewasin



tears.

Ihuggedherwhilelaughing."I'mjokingyou

lookbeautiful.Themostbeautifulbrideinthe

wholeworldandyou'llgonnahavealotofsex

tonightjustdon'thurtthebaby."Shegiggled.

WewenttothechurchastheZuluweddingwas

doneandafteralongceremonyandIguessI

fellasleephalfwaywewenttothereception

andIhadtwoorthreeglassesofwinetostay

awakeandsmiling.

Theweresomanyotherroyalfamilies,with

mothersgivingthat"Youwillmakeagoodwife

formyson"shit.

MxmdotheyknowhowmuchIhateto

cook,unlesstheirsonisintofastfood.



Iwasabouttoslipoutofthedoorwithout

anyoneseeingmewhenmyawesomefather

calledme.

"Hanna,mychildIwantyoutomeetNkanyezi

DlaminitheeldestsonofKingDlamini."Ifaked

asmileatthisman.

"Daddy,Itoldyou,noyellowbones.I'mnotinto

lightskinZulumen."Iturnedtothis

burly,muscularman.Hewaslargerthen

Mthobisiandscaryandimaginehimhavingsex

withme.

Jeezhewillbreak.

Ihuggeddaddyandkissedhischeek.



"I'malittledrunksoIwilljustgohometosleep

andwaketomorrowwithaterriblehangover.

Nowsirwhateveryournamewas,nicemeeting

you."

Iturnedaround.

Theonlymanformeismyhandsomelong

dreads,chocolatecandybackathome.
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ThedriverdrovemebackhomeandwhenIgot



thereinquicklychangedintoadenimskirtand

vestandwenttoMthobisiroom.

Thehelpersallhaveroomsinthepalaceas

someofthem.arefromfarandtheycan'tafford

totraveleveryday.

Ididn'tknockandjustenteredbutIregretted

walkinginashismotherandagirlaboutmy

agewhowasheavilypregnantdominatedthe

room.

"Mother!"TheyallgotupasIwalkedinandI

lookedbetweenMthoandtheothertwopeople

intheroom.

"What'sgoingon?"Mthobisiwalkedtowardsme

andtookmyhandleadingmeout.



Westoodoutsideinthedarkandhelooked

aroundcheckingifthereissomeonewhocould

spotus.

"Whoisthatwoman?"HelookedasideandI

shookmyheadwalkingaway.

HeisamanandIwassurehewouldn'twaitfor

melikehowIsavedmyselfforhim.

MaybeitstimeIfocusedonmeandforgot

abouthim.

Heranranaftermeandgrabbedmyarm.

"Letgo."Ishoutedwhenhestoodinfrontofme.



"Itwasamistake,Ineverthoughtshewillfall

pregnant.Iwaslonelyandmissingyouandshe

wasthere."

Ishruggedmyshoulders."Itdoesn'tmatternow.

Sheispregnantandyouaregoingtomarryher.

That'stherule,Iwantyoutostayawayfromme

,Mthobisi.Itrustedyouandyoubetrayedthat

trust.Enjoyyourlife."

Irantomyroomandsleptintears.I'venever

criedforaboyinmylifebuthereIwasweeping

away.ItsarulehereintheCetshwayo

kingdom,ifyoubreakawoman'svirginityor

impregnateher,shewillbeyourfirstwifeandif

youhaveneverlovedher,youareallowedto

takeasecondwifeormore.



Iwokeuptocoldwaterbeingpouredonme.I

screamedsittingupandlookedatAuntDoris

whohadaglassofwhiskeyinherhandanda

pinkdresswithabigfurcoat.

"Nowthatyouknowyourlittleprincecharming

isawhore,weneedtogetyouprepared,your

ceremonyisnextweek."

Irolledmyeyeslookingatmywetbed."UrghI

hateyou."

Shepickedupherglass."Thefeelingismutual

mydear."

Igotoffbedandmypersonalmaidalready

preparedmybath.Isoakedintothewarmwater

andafterawhileIwasdoneandwalkedback

intoacleanroomandapileofdifferenttoutfit



placedonthebed.

Ichoseashortskirtwithacroptopand

cardiganandvans.Iworeasunhatandasked

myhelpertoapplymake-uponmyfacesinceI

lookedlifelesswithdarkcirclesandpink

cheeks.

Iwalkeddownandeveryonesataroundthe

breakfasttablewithoutEnhle.Imgonnamiss

her.

"Howareyoudoinglittlesis?"Melokuhleasked

andIrolledmyeyes.

"SosinceEnhleisnowmarried,it'sonlyyou

that'sleft."Luhlehadtoopenhistrap.



"Fuckyou."Ipickedupmymiddlefingerand

tooksomepancakesandchocolatesyrupanda

glassoforangejuice.

"Youhavetoeatmore.I'msureyouneedtofill

upthosehipsforcarryingyourhusband's

children."ThatwasOkuhle.

Itookthetraythathadpancakesandthrewitat

him,thentookthechocolatesyrupandwalked

aroundthetableandpouredontopofhishead.

"Shutthefuckupeveryone,YesI'mgoingtoget

marriedandI'mgoingtohavebabiesnowcan

wedropitandwenasincewhenareyouworried

aboutmynonexistencehips.Ihaveneverhad

hipsinmyentireandboomnowIhavetobe

thick.Mxm."



Momshookherhead.

"Sitdownnowdear."Iwentbacktomyseatand

asIsatmymom'sphonerangandshe

answeredafterawhileshedroppedthephone

andwealllookedather.

"Ohno."Tearsfelldownhereyesandmydad

tookherleavingeveryonearoundthetablein

silence.Wedidn'tknowwhathappenedbutwe

knewitwashuge.Mymomisthestrongest

womanIknowandshejustdoesn'tcry.
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CHAPTERSIX

Everyonewastenseasweallsatinfrontofthe

blanktelevisionalllostinourdifferentthoughts.

Igotup,Icouldn'thandletheemotionsof

despairandsadnessflyingaroundtheroom.

Iwalkeduptomineandstrippedofftowearmy

pyjamas.Thenwashedmyfaceandbrushed

myteethandsettledinbedwithmyphone.

Iwasabouttogosearchingontheinternetfora

placearoundDurbanwhereIcouldbuildmyart

studiowhenmomenteredwithherredpuffy

eyes.

Myheartshattered.

Sheenteredthebedandwrappedherhands



aroundmybodywhileIlaidontopofher.

"Mommawhat'swrong?"Iaskedandshe

huffedbeforeherfingersranaroundmyhair.

"Youshouldgrowyourhair.Itwilllooksopretty

onyou."Igiggled.

"Whatwasthephonecallabout?"Therewas

silenceforawhile.

"Yourbirthparents.Theywanttomeet."Iburst

outlaughing.

"Really,that'swhyyouwerecrying?"Ishookmy

headandgotupstraddlingherlegs.



"TheonlyparentsIhaveisyoumydaddy.You

tworaisesinceIwasababy,youbreastfedand

gavemelife.I'mnottheeasiestpersontodeal

withbutyouanddaddyhavedealtwithmeand

nowtheygonnacomeandwanttomeetme.No

,neverIdon'twanttomeetthem.Notnownot

ever."Ikissedhercheekandshesmiled.

"Youwillalwaysbemycrazylastborn."She

pinchedbothmycheeks.

"Andyouwillalwaysbethebeatmotherever."

Webothlaughed.

"Wellmomsinceweinthegoodphase,canIgo

tothecityforacoupleofweeks.Ineedtowork

onopeningmyartstudio.Ihavesomegreat

designsIcreatedinParisandtheywillsellfora

goodamountofmoney.Then..."Sheshookher



head.

"No,Thingsarehecticnow.Wearepreparingfor

yourceremonyandroyalfamiliesarereally

interestedinhavingyouastheirdaughterinlaw.

Ifonlytheyknewhowcrazyyouarebutyou

fatherhashiseyesontheDlaminikingdom."

Irolledmyeyesrememberingthatscary

Nkanyeziguy.MymomleftlateronandIwent

tosleep.

ItwasFridaywhenIwokeupinthemorningand

havingtofaceMthobisiisnotsomethingIwant

getmyselfinto.

IhadbreakfastalonesinceIwokeuplateand

wenttomyartstudioandworkedonpaintings.

Ijustwantedtodistractmyself,loosemyselfin



somethingthatwillmakemeforgetaboutmy

life.

InspirationwaseverywhereasIhaven'tpainted

aroundthevillageforalongtime.Thegreen

grassanditsfreshscent.Thehighmountains

andsharpstones.

Iwasdistractedbythedooropeningandin

walkedMelokuhle.HesmiledandIfrowned.

"Youstillquitetheartistwhat'sthis."Helooked

aroundmycanvaswhichhadapaintingofagirl

intears.Thesplashofcolourskindaofover

poweredthetearsbutifyoulookcarefullyyou

willseethem.

"DidyouapologisetoPrecious?"Henodded

whilesittinginfrontofme.



"Andsheforgaveyou?"Helookedatmewith

thatlookthatsaidyes.

"Yougonnahurtheragainandshewillforgive

youbutoneday,onedayshewillcrackandyou

won'tliketheconsequences."

Hekissedmycheek."Iwillleaveyoutoyour

paintings."Iknewmywordsaffectedhim.

Iwalkedoutofmyartstudioandbumpedinto

Mthobisi.Hestilllookedgoodandmanagedto

havethateffectonme.Itriedtorunbuthe

caught.

"I'msorry."HesaidandIsmiled.



"Inevermeanttohurtyou.Itwasjustaonceoff

thingandshefellpregnant.Ifitwasn'taruleI

wouldn'tmarryher.YouknowIloveyouand

onlyyou."Ishookmyhead.

"Thereisnoneed.Iforgiveyou,itwouldn'tbe

logicleavingamanforacoupleofyearsand

expectinghimnottowantsex.You'llaren'tlike

usgirlswhocouldstayvirginsforever.Itwas

niceknowingyoubutI'vegottogonow."I

walkedawaybutheheldmyarm.

"Itsforthebestandtreatherright."Ididn'twait

forhimtoanswerasIranbacktothemain

house.

Igotinsideandthemaidswererushingaround.

Theyonlydothatwhenthereisavisitor.



Iwalkedintothelivingroomandmydadwas

seatedwithacoupleofmeninsuits.Igroaned.

Weddingproposal.Urghcan'tagirlliveherlife

withoutaman.

"Ohheresheis."Iwasinmydungareeswitha

croptopfilledwithpaintallover.

"Daddy."Igavehimatightsmile.

"BabymeettheDlamini's.Theyhavecomefor

yourhandinmarriage."Ididn'tknowwhatto

say,wellIdidn'thaveasayinanyofthis.Ijust

hadtodowhatIwastoldtodoandtheguess

theceremonywon'thappensincemydadlove

theseDlamini.



MymomenteredandtookmeupstairsandI

burstoutintearsaswesatonthebed.

"Idon'twanttomarrythatbodybuilder."My

momlaughed.

"IneverlovedyourfatherthefirsttimeImet

him.Hewasdarkandtallwithbigeyes.Ihated

himbutheendedupbeingtheloveofmylife.I

don'tthinkIwillbeabletolivewithouthim

now."Ismiledandhuggedher.

"Idon'tthinkIwilleverlovethatJohnCena

mombuthebetterrespectmebecauseIwill

whiphisarse."Shelaughedandkissedmy

cheek.

"Soyouagree."Inodded.



"Idon'thavemuchofachoicesoyeah.Iwill

marryhimbutdon'tinvolvemeinanyofthe

weddingpreparation.Idon'thavetimetogo

lookingforaweddinggownandI'mgoingto

DurbansoIcouldstartwithmystudiosince

theywon'tbeanyceremony."

SheleftafterchattingforawhileandIstarted

packingandlookedforahotel.

Ihadabathremovingallthepaintaroundmy

bodyandwhenIwalkedoutmyfatherwas

seatedontopofmybe.Heevenhadhisshoes

on.

"Haibo,getyourdirtyshoesoutofmyexpensive

duvet."Heshookhisheadandhuggedme.



"I'msoproudofyou."Irolledmyeyes.

"Youbetterstoprollingthoseeyesasyouabout

togetmarriedtoaverywellknownfamily."

"Itwasquitesurprisingthatyoudidn'tputupa

fightandthebags."

Ishrugged."I'mgoingtoDurbantofindaplace

formyartstudio."

Heshookhisheadlookingatme.

"Youcan'tleave.IpromisedtheDlamini'syou

willspendaweekintheirpalacejusttogetto



knowtheirsonbetterasthelobolanegotiations

goeson."

HeblabbedandIfoldedmyarms.

"Howdareyou?"Igrowled.

WillIeverhavepeaceinmylife.Iwalkedinto

myclosestleavinghimbehindandscreamed.
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CHAPTERSEVEN

Igotoffthecarandmyeyeslandedonthis



hugebuildinginfrontofme.Itwasbiggerthen

theCetshwayo'spalacewithitshugegarden

filledwithalltypesofflowersandtreesthenthe

palaceitselfwasoutofthisworld.

Iwasdriveninalimousineandnowtheguards

weregettingmyluggageoutofthecar.Aguyin

theblackandwhiteuniformliketherestofthe

help.

"Yourmajesty."HebowedandIsmiled.

"Youmaycomein.TheRoyalfamilyiswaiting

foryou."Irolledmyeyesandfollowedhim.

IremembermymomdrillingtherulesIhaveto

followwhenIreachtheDlaminikingdom.



Ruleone-Dontfightwithanyone

Ruletwo-Don'tforgetruleone

Andfinallybutmostimportantly.

Rulethree-Mannersandrespect.

Iwasinalongblackwrapdressandblack

Valentinostuddedheelsandmynowneck

lengthhairwascurledandlefttocascadedown.

Wereachedthefrontdoorandthetwoguards

infrontofitopeneditandthemostbeautiful

entrancehallstoodinfrontofme.

MarbletilesgracedthefloorandIsteppedonto



them.IfeltlikeIwaswalkinginheaventhenthe

highcrystal,rusticchandelierandvintage

furniturearound.

Myeyesthenavertedtothetwofiguresthat

stoodinfrontofme.Ibowedandtheycheered.

"WelcomeHanna,itsgreattofinallymeetyou."I

smiledandMrsDlaminitookmyhandshakingit.

"Itsapleasuretobehere."Shewasacurvy

womanwhoworealongbodyhuggingmaroon

dresswithblackheelsaheadscrafonherhead

butyoucouldstillseeherweavefallingdown

hershoulders.

Shelookedrichandsophisticatedandher

husbandcommandedrespect.Hewastallwith

aburlybodyandhelookedscaryjustlikehis



son.Trustme,Iwon'tmisbehavewhenheis

around.

"Itsreallygoodtomeetyouagain.Ourson

reallymadeagoodchoice.Mywifewilltake

careofyouandIhavetogetgoing."

Hekissedhiswifewhoblushedwhenhe

whisperedsomethingintoherearsandleft.She

tookmyheadandledmeupthespiralstairs.

"SomynameisDina,don'tcallMrsDlaminiits

makesmefeelsoold.YouarehalfJapanese,

halfNigerian."Inodded.

"ItwasshockingwhenNkanyezitoldmeabout

yourrace,Ithoughtthefamilywillhavea

problemwiththatbutitwasabigissue.Soare

youreadytobeMrsDlamini."



Ishrugged.Ididn'tmeantoberudebutIjust

didn'twanttobehere.

"NkanyeziisthesweetestpersoneverandI'm

positivehewilltreatyouliketheQueenyouare.

ThiswillbeyourroomandAneleherewillbe

yourpersonalmaid,anythingyouneedaskher.

RestandIwillseeyoulater."Ismiledandshe

walkedaway.

IgroanedandwalkedinandthisAnelechick

followedme.Ikickedoffmyheelsandthrew

myselfontopofthebed.TurningaroundI

staredatAnelewhostoodinfrontofmewith

herheadbowed.

"OkayAnelesinceyouliketheonlyoneIcan

trustaroundheretheywillberules."Shelooked



atmeandthenlookeddownagain.

"MynameisHannanotyourmajestyorallthat

bullshit.Whenyouarearoundmedon'tbowor

curtseyatallandfinallyyouaregoingtotellme

allthegossip.Iknowhowthestaffsgossipso

outwithit."

Shelookedupatmeandthencameandsat

nexttome.

"Thequeenissweetestpersoneverandher

husbandisthecruellest.Itslikebeautyandthe

beastthentheirisSofiayourfuturehusband's

babymomma.Sheisthedevilherself,youbetter

haveyougunsreadybecauseshewillmake

yourlifealivinghellbutdon'tworryyouhave

meandthenwellyouprobablymetNkanyezi.

Heisanarsehole,aperfectionist.Heis...urghI



feellikepunchinghisfacenooffence."Ipicked

myhandsupinsurrender.

"Nontaken."Shegroaned.

"Heishandsomewithabodytodieforbuthis

attitudestinks.Heisscaryandnevertalksand

I'msogladtheychoseyouashiswife.Rumors

sayyouareahardandthrowsameanpunch."

Shegotup."Thereisthisnewicecream,Queen

gotwhenshewenttosomefunnycountryandI

wantedtotasteforsolongbutsomebody

alwaysseemedtocatchsocanIuseyourname

togetmyteethsunkintothatdeliciousice

cream."Inoddedandsheranout.I'mlovingher

already.

Wespenttherestoftheafternooneatingice



creamandtalkingaboutthekingdom'sgossip.

Lateronshehelpedpickoutanoutfitforme

whileIhadabathanddidmymakeup.Iwalked

downtothehugeeatingroomandtookmyseat

aseveryonewasalreadyseated.

Thewholefamilywaspresentbesidesmydear

husbandtobewhowalkedwhenwewere

alreadyhavingdessert.

Hejustsatdownwithoutapologising.

"Jerk."ImumbledandheturnedtomeandI

pickedupmyglassofwinemakingsuretostick

mymiddlefingerontheglass.

Thedinnercontinuedinsilence."I'veplanned



somethingsyoutwowilldoduringthisweek.

I'veevenmadealist."

Shegotupandcamebackhandingapaperto

hersonthenme.

"Ican'tdothis.Ihaveabusinesstorunand

meetingstoattend.Ican'tobviouslyspend

timeswimminginsomestreams."Irolledmy

eyes.

"Iliketheseideas,thedinnerdatesounds

awesome.SwimmingIloveswimming.Mrs

Dlaminitheseideasareawesome."Shesmiled

andNkanyezilookedatme.

Afterdinnereveryonegotuptoleaveandhe

grabbedmyarmandpulledmetosomehallway.



"Whatareyouplayingat?"HeaskedandIgot

myarmoutofhisgrip.

"Don'tyoudaremanhandlemeyoujerk."Isaid

pointingafingerupathimasheissupertall

andIwasn'tinheels

"YoubroughtmehereandI'mgonnamakeyour

lifealivinghell.IfIwantedtogetmarriedIwill

marryanyoneelsebesidesyouandforyour

information,Ihatehumanswithpenis."Iflipped

myhairandpushedhimoffmywayhuthewas

toobig.

Heplacedbothhishandsoneithersideofme

cagingmeinandbroughthisfacecloserto

mine.



"Youdon'tknowmesodon'tmessme.Iwill

squashyoulikeabug."Hewastryingtoscare

buttwocanplaythisgame.

"AndIwillbreakyou."Hesmirkedmovingback

thenshookhisheadwalkingaway.I

straightenedmydressandwalkedaway.

Igotintomyroomthenremovedmydress

beforeIcouldwearthepyjamaslaidonthebed

thedooropenedandinwalkedJohnCena.

IamneverashamedwithmybodysoIturned

andfoldedmyarms.

"Whatisyourproblem?"HeaskedandIarched

aneyebrow.



"Myproblem,youtheonewhowalkedintomy

roomandyouareaskingaboutmyproblem."I

walkedandstoodinfrontofhim.

Hestartedsweating.Reallyamnotevendoing

anythingandheisalreadyaffected.Itookthis

asmyopportunity.

Iranmymanicuredfingeraroundhis

chest."Whydidyouchooseme?"Iaskedandhe

steppedback.

"Stayawayfromme.Yesammarryingyoubut

justtogetridofmyfathersodon'tgetany

funnyideas."Ismirked.

"Funnyideas.WhatsortofideasMrDlamini."I

stoodonmytippytoesandbroughtmyface

closertohis.



Thensteppedbackagain."Yousmelldelicious."

Hegottonguetiedandwalkedoutleavingme

laughingmyarseoff.

Igotintomypyjamas,sentmyparentsagood

nighttextsthenwenttosleep.

NKANYEZI

Iwalkedtomyroomwithaboner.Thiswoman

hadakillerbodyandIcouldn'tresist.Howsoft

herpaleskinlookandheralmostinvisible

figure.Thethighgapandflawlessbodysentme

toafrenzy.

IwalkedintomyroomandSenelelaidnakedon

mybed."Iwantyoubaby."Shesaidalmost



breathlesswhilefingerfuckingherself.Iquickly

lockedthedoorandremovedmyclothes.

Igotbetweenbetweenherthighsandinhaled

herscent.

"Yousmellgood."Shemoanedremovingher

fingersoutofhercuntandplacedthemintomy

mouth.

"Andtastegoodtoo."Iplacedmyhandsunder

herarseandbroughthercloser.Shegasped.

"Tpuroughtonight,what'swrong?Wifeynot

behaving."Igaveheronelookandsheshuther

mouth.

Ikissedherpussyandsheshivered.Running



mytonguealongherlengthandshescreamed

andthenIplacedtwofingersinherwhile

rotatingmytonguearoundherclit.

ShetriedgettingupbutIpressedherback

downwhileattackingherpussyandbeforeshe

came,Islammedintoher.Takingherbysurprise.

"Ohyousogood,Vusihasnothingonyou."She

wasspoilingthemoodmentioningmyyounger

brother.

Ifuckedhersenselesswhilemymindwasstill

stuckonthatcutebutannoyingbeauty.

AfterIwassatisfiedIfellnexttoherandshe

grabbedmyfacekissingme."Ihavetoget

going,Vusiwillbebackanythingnow."Shegot

upworeherclothesthenblewmeakisswhile



usingthesecretpassengertogotoherroom.

Iknowwhatwearedoingiswrongbutsheis

suchagoodfuckandmybrotheralways

swampedwithworkandhoesfailtosatisfyher.

Igotallthesheetsoffthebedthenwentto

haveashower.Comingbacktheroomwas

freshandcleanandIsatdowntogetsome

workdone.

Ilookedatmyprofitsandtheyweren't

satisfying.Thesalesweredecliningsincelast

monthandthiswasbadforme.

IgotmyphoneandcalledMuzi."Whoisstealing

mydrugs?Iwantwhoeverisdoingthisheadon

mydeskfirstthinginthemorning."



Iswitchedmyphoneoffandthrewitacrossthe

room.
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HANNA

Igotdownstairsinablackpencilskirtand

creamblousetuckedinandplushpinkblock

heelsmatchingthetrenchcoatIhadontopof

myoutfit.

WhenIreachedthebreakfasttable,Nkanyezi

gotupandremovedmycoatandpulledmyseat.



Ismiledathimthentookmyseat.Thetable

wasmorefilledthenyesterdayandIdidn't

botheraskingwhoiswhoasthisfamilyseemed

togroweachday.

IgreetedeveryoneandMrsDlaminiled

everyoneinprayer.Itookasliceoftoastwith

butterandhadblackteawithnomilk.

"Youaregoingtoeatthat."Agirlwhowasina

flashytightblackdressandalongbabyblue

weave.

"Yesisthereaproblem."Sheshrugged.

"Itsjustthatyoulooksoskinnyandyoueating

basicallynothing."Iplacedmycupdownand



lookedather.

"Whoareyou?"Iaskedandshesmiled.Shewas

thebitchytypeandIknewshewasgoingtobe

anuisance.

"I'mSenele,Vusiwife.Yoursoontobe

husband'syoungerbrother.I'msureweare

goingtobebestoffriends."Igiggled.

"Sure."ShewasahoeandIcanspotahoe

whenIseeoneandluckilyIcandealwithahoe.

IturnedtoNkanyeziandplacedmyhandonhis

thighandhetensed.Helookeddownatmeand

Ismirked.

Heshookhisheadandcontinuedeating.Ikept



runningmyhandupanddownhisthighand

eachtimeIwentfurthernearhistoolshisboner

grewmore,strainingagainsthispants.

Istaredupathimandsmiledashisbreath

startedtochangeandsweatbrokedownonhis

foreheadandhetriedsohardtoremainin

controlbuthewaslosingit.

"Fuck!"Heroaredandgotupandlefttheroom

andIsmiledsecretly.

BreakfastwasoverandIspenttherestofthe

morningwithAnelegivingmeatouraroundthe

palace.

Ilikedthegardeninparticular,itwas

humongouswithallsortsofdifferentflowers

andtreesthatdecoratedit.Thenthestreamsat



thebottom,thesmellofnatureisjust

somethingIcouldgetusedto.Theyalsohada

hugekraalandalargeplantationfield.

Iwasseatedoutsideononeoftheporch

swingsonmyphonewhenAnelemadeherway

towardsme.

Shelookedaroundforanyonearoundthen

ploppeddownnexttome."Itshalfpastnineand

bytenwehavetobebyNkanyezi'sofficeto

collecthimforthepicnicyoutwowillbehaving.

Igroanedlookingupatherfrommy

phone."Reallypicnicmxm."Igotupand

collectedmyromanticnovelthatIwasjust

gluedonacoupleofminutesago.

"I'vealreadychosentheperfectoutfitforyou.



Itsscreamgorgeousbutwithbrains.Avirgin

butdirtyinmind."Igiggledshakingmyhead.

"Sowhat'swiththechangeinuniform."She

stoppedinfrontofme.

"I'mgoingtomultibillioncompanyranby

royaltyandtheremightonehandsomedude

withpocketfilledwithmoneywhomayseemy

beautyandmarrymesoIcouldliveinmyown

palace."

Ilovethisgirl,sheisjustascrazyasIamand

togetherwewillpaintthiskingdomred.

Icamedownstairsintightdenimdresswith

bootheelsandfurcoatontop.Myhairwas

straightenedandIhadminimalmake-upon.



Anelewascarryingthebasketwithfoodwewill

needandwhenwereachedtheentrancehalla

guardmadetheirwaytowardsus.

"Hergrace."HebowedandInodded.

"Thereisamanoutside,hesaysheisfromyour

kingdomandhisnameisMthobisiNgemashall

Ilethimin.".ThatcametomeasashockbutI

maskedmyfacewiththeseriousoneIwas

taughttowear.

"Lethiminandshowhimtothegarden."I

walkedinthedirectionofthegardeninstructing

Aneletostaybehind.

Istoodthereandafterawhilehewalked



towardsmydirection.Hewasinbrownchinos

andtanktopthatshowedhismusculartorso.

"Youcan'tmarryhim.HisbadnewsHanna."He

saidbeforehecouldevenreachme.FeelingsI

havetriedtosuppressandforgetcame

bubblingupandIhatedthis.

IhatedthatmyheartstillyearnedforhisbutI

knewthatcouldn'thavehim.

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"IaskedhimasImet

himhalfwayandpulledhimtoamoreprivate

corner.

"IdidmyresearchandHannaIloveyoutoo

muchtoletyoumarryinafamilyofcriminals.

Thesepeoplearedruglordsandare

responsiblefordeathsofmanypeople,you



can'tyoujust..."

"Youcan'tjustmakesuchdrasticaccusations

withoutanyproof."Webothturnedand

Nkanyezistoodinfrontofuswithhishandsin

hispants.

Helookeddaperinhisblacktailoredsuitwitha

whiteshirt.

"Youbastard,youknowthisistrue."Mthobisi

lashedandIgrabbedhisarmtostophimfrom

movingtowardsNkanyezi.Whowascoolasa

cucumber.

Hewassogoodatkeepingallhisemotionsin,it

becameunbelievable."Ididn'tcomehereto

haveaquarrelwithyoubutI'mjusthereformy

fiancée."Helookedatmeadoringlyandit



lookedsogenuineIalmostbelievedhim.

"Shallwego,I'vealreadyaskedthestafftopack

thebasketandyoualsolookready."Igently

tuggedMthobisitofacemeashewas

breathingfire.I'veneverseenhimsoangryand

itscaredme.

"IneedyoutoleaveandnevercomeorIwill

havetheguardstakecareofyou."Iletgoofhis

armandwalkedtoNkanyeziwhoplacedhis

handonthesmallofmybackandIwalkedin

frontofhim.

NKANYEZI

ThepicnicwasawasteoftimeasIsatona

blanketeatingwithsomeonewhosemindwas

faraway.



AfterwastingmytimewithherIdroveherback

andwentbacktotheoffice.Irunasecurity

companyinalltheprovincesinSouthAfrica

andI'mplaningtoexpandoverseas.

IgotthereandThabowasalreadywaitingfor

me.

"Whatdoyouhave?"Hegavemeacoupleof

documents.

"Theguyislegit,abouttograduateworkedasa

herdboyattheCetshwayokingdomandpretty

muchnothing.Igothisfamilyhistoryand

coupleofhispersonalinformationbuttheguy

isnotathreat."



Itookthepapersandshowedhimthedoor.

SittingdownIreadthroughthemandtosses

themaside.

"Hemaybelegitbutwhatishisconnectionwith

mysoontobewife."Italkedoutloudanddidn't

noticethedooropen.

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Iaskedandshe

droppedtheblacktrenchcoatshewore

revealingablacklingerie.

Iwasn'tinthemood.

"Idon'tneedyou."Isaidburyingmyselfback

intomyworkbutshecatwalktowardsme.

"ButIwantyou."Shewhisperedseductively.



ShetouchedmyshouldersbutIgotupand

pushedheroff.

"Didn'tIjusttellyoutogetloss.Gotoyour

fuckenhusbandorsomething,dammit."She

gotupandwalkedout.

Ipickedupmyphonethatwasringing.

"Yes."Ianswered.

"Bosstherehavebeenaproblematthe

warehouse."Ididn'twaitforhimtocontinueasI

tookmysuitjacketandwalkedout.

Theyaregrownmenwhocouldhandlealmost

allmybusinessesbutwhenIgetacallabouta



problem,Iknowitrealbig.

"Thewarehouse."Itoldmydriverandhe

noddeddrivingtomydestination.

IgotthereandmostcarswereparkedsoIknew

itwasserious.

"Boss."Themenatthedooracknowledgedand

InoddedasheopenedthedoorformeandI

walkedin.

"What'sgoingon?"IaskedMikewhowasone

ofthefewmenItrusted.

"Weareunderawar.".Iwalkedfurtherintothe

warehouseandsomethingwasonfireas

smokewaseverywhere.



"Tellmeindetails."Idemandedbutkeepingmy

voicecoolandcalm.

"Earlieronwewereunderattackedbutthey

didn'ttakeanythingbutburntit."Ilookedatthe

fireandamillionworthofcocainewasonfire.

"Theyleftamessagetowatchyourbackas

thingscouldendupinfireanytime."

Thisisbad,I'mabouttogetmarriedandmywife

willdefinantlybeonthefiringifthiswar

continues.

Itookmyphoneandcalledhome.

"Dad,Iwantyoutoupsecurityandmakesure



thatHannadoesn'tleavethegates,awarjust

erupted."

Iswitchedthecalledandcalledthecleanersto

getridofthismess.

"Iwanteveryonepresentatmidnight,Ihaveto

settherecordstraight."

Iwentbackintomycaranddrovetothemall.I

hadtogetHannabackhomeastheyalready

mightknowabouther.

"Never,I'mstillshopping."Shesaidasshe

pickedupanotherpairofredlacepantiesand

placeditonthebasketIwascarrying.

"Weneedtoleave,itsnotsafe."Sheshookher



headwalkingtowardsaboardwithagirl

advertisingsomenewpanties.

WewereinalingerieshopandthisIhavenever

experienced.Shepickeduptheboxandreadit

forawhile.

Thenwalkedtowardsme.

"Thisisinteresting,Iwearthepantiesandyou

havetheremote.Thiswillbegoodforoursex

life.Idon'twanttobestuckwithonedickfor

myentirelifeandnotenjoy."

Iwasnowfrustrated.Ijustwanttogetherout

ofherehutshewasbeingstubborn.Ihearda

screamoutsidetheshopthenshotsbeingfired

andIknewIhadtogetheroutofhere.



"Getdown."Igrabbedherhandandpulledher

downwhiletakingthegunfrommybackand

turningthesafetyoff.

"YoudowhatIsaynoonegetshurt,Yoube

stubbornanddoyou,youdiebeforeyoucould

usethosepantieswitharemote."Shenodded

andthiswastheonlytimeshereallylooked

frightenedandIsowantedtotakeapictureof

thislook.PullingherbehindmeIwalked

towardstheentrance.

Whoeverwasoutsidedidn'tknownwhichstore

weareinbuttheyknewIwasatthemallwith

myfiancée.

Shefollowedmewhileeveryonelaidonthe

flooruntilIreachedthemaletoilets.Ilocked

bothofherandhermaidin.



"Don'tleaveuntilIcomegetyou'llokay."The

maidnoddedbutshefoldedherarms.

"Mthobisiwasrightyouareacriminal.This

marriageisnevergoingtohappen."Ithrewher

theboxofherremotecontrolpantiesand

handedheragun.

"Shootandkillanyonebeforetheykillyoutwo."

Ileftthemwhiletheybothwerearguingonwho

isgoingtocarrythegun.

Iwalkedoutandoneofmymenwasdown.
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HANNA

Therewerealotofgunshotsdeafeningmy

ears.Iwascrouchedononecornerwithmy

handsonmyearsandthegunnexttome.

IheardfootstepsandAnelelookedatme.I

stoodupandtooktheheavymetalintomy

hands.Iwastoldtoshootwhoeverthreatened

mylifeandbeforethetoiletdooropened,Ifired

oneshotwithmyeyesclosed.

Iheardagroanthenquicklydroppedthegun

andtomyshockNkanyeziwascrouchedonthe

floorwithhishandonhisshoulder.

"Ishotyou,ohshitIshotyou."Isaidpacing



arounduntilacouplemoreguyscameand

helpedhimup.

"Ohyoupigheadkindaofdeservedit.Youlied

tome,youareafuckencriminalandIamnot

gettinginvolvedwithyou."Isaidandwalked

outofthebathroomthenwalkedbackinand

tookthegun.

Thedriverwhobroughtmeheredroveme

homeandIdidn'ttalktoanyoneasImarchedto

myroom.

Placingmysuitcaseontopofthebedthen

packedallmyclothes.

Ihadtwosuitcasesanddraggedthem

downstairs.Thekingandqueenwerealready

waitingformeandNkanyeziwasbeing



attendedtobysomewhitedoctor.

"I'msorrybutIcan'tbeinvolveinallofthis.I

didn'tsignupforthissoIcan'tmarryintothis

family."Istruggledwithmysuitcasesbut

stoppedwhentheKingcommandedmeto.

"Youarealreadyamemberofthisfamily,lobola

negotiationstookplacetoday."

HesaidandIwasmorethenshocked.

"What?ButIhadasayinwhichfamilyIwantto

marryinto,this,thisisinsane

andyou'llcan'tkeepmeherewithoutmy

permission.Iwanttogohomeandthat'sits."

Igrowledandhedidn'tseemedmoved.Hiswife



wastheonewhowaspanickinglooking

betweenherhusbandandI.

"Guardstakeherluggagebacktoherroomand

Anelegoandhelphergetdressedfordinner."

TheguardstookmysuitcasesandAnele

walkedtome.

"Iwanttogohome."IyelledandNkanyezigot

up.Hestoodinfrontofme.

"Ijustwanttogo."IwasclosetotearsandI

nevercry.Thesepeoplescaredme,theshooting

atthemallandnowtheyarepracticallyholding

meherehostage.

"Gotoyourroom,now!"Iflinchedathisvoice,he

wasangrybutIdidnothing,Ijustwanttogo

andforgetIhaveeversetfootinthisplace



again.

Istoodmygroundandhegrabbedmyarmand

forcedmeupthestairs.Hemayhavebeen

bandagedbuthestillhadthestrength.

Heliterallycarriedmetomyroomandthrew

meontopofthebed.

Iwasnowintears."Whatdoyou'llwantfrom

me?I'veneverdidanybadtoanyoneandnow

you'llaretreatingmeinsuchaway."

Hedidn'tremovedthemaskhealwayswore

andsatonthebed.

"Lookjustbehave,dowhatyouaretoldand

nothingwillhappentoyou."HecomfortedandI



wailed.

IneverthoughtIcouldfindmyselfinsucha

situation.YesIhavealoudmouthandhavethe

tendencyofspeakingfirstandthinkinglater

andI'mhotheadedbutviolence,gangsterism

arethingsIreadinnovelsandwatchinmovies.

Iknewtheyexistinreallifebutthis,thisistoo

real.

Herubbedhischinthensatdownonthebed

nexttome."Look,Ican'tdealwithacrying

womansojustshutup."Hesaidinthesame

calmvoicehealwayshason.

"Jerk!"Imumbledandwipedmytearsoffwith

thebackofmyhands.

"I'msorryaboutyourshoulder,Ididn'tmeanto



hurtyou."

Ilamentedandhestaredatmenotblinking,his

scrutinizinggazeremainedonmeforawhile

andIlookedaway,feelingexposedand

vulnerable.

"I'mnotmarryingyouandthat'sfinal."He

growledandstoodup.

"Can'tyougetthisisyourthickskull,weare

gettingmarriedandyouaregoingtograceme

withsevenchildrentofillthispalaceup."He

perplexedandIlookedathiminutterdisgust.

"Youdisgustme,youalldisgustmeandIwill

neversubmittoanyoneinthiskingdomandI'm

leavingtomorrow."Ilashedandhegotup.



"I'mnotarguingwithyou.Getdressedand

comedownfordinner."HehissedandIfolded

myarms.

"I'mnotcomingandyouknowwhatI'mon

hungerstrike,Iwillnoteatuntilyou'llsetme

free."

HestareddownatmeandIstaredupathim

notdroppingmyguard.

NKANYEZI

SheissostubbornandIhateit.Shedidn'teven

comedowntodinnerandIhadtolieaboutwhy

shedidn'tgraceuswithherpresence.



Ihavetoomuchtodealwithandherlittlechild-

liketantrumsarenotsomethingsI'mwillingto

dealwith.

IsentAneleuptoherroomwithfoodbutshe

camebackwiththetrayfull.

"Sherefusestoeat,yourgrace."ShesaidandI

groanedleavingallthepaperworkIwasbusy

with.

That'swhyIneverwantedawomaninmylife.

Theyaretoodramaticandrequiresomuch

energyandtimetodealwith.

"Takethefoodbacktoherroom,Iwillbethere

rightnow."IfinishedupwhatIwasdoingthe

setfoottoherroom.



Ifoundherlaidonherbedwithfunnylooking

cowprintpyjamas.ShehadascowlwhenI

enteredandhideundertheblanket.

Childish.

"YoueithergoingtoeatforyourselforI'm

gonnaforcethefooddownyourthroat."

Shedidn'tmove.Iflungtheblanketoffherand

shepointedthegunIgaveherearlieratme.

"I'mgonnafuckenshootyourheartinsteadof

yourshoulderthistime."ShegotupandIstood

still.Iwasunarmedandshehadagun.

"Move!"Shecommandedplacingthegunon



mystomachandpushingmetowardsthedoor.

"OnewordNkanyeziandIwillpullthetrigger."I

nodded.

Thisgirlthinksshecanjustpullagunat

me,firstlythisgunonlyhadonebulletandshe

alreadyuseditonmeatthemallsoshe

basicallyhadanunloadedgunbutIkeptmy

mouthshut.

Wegotdownstairsandeveryonewasstill

around."Andwhereareyoutwogoing?"My

mothermakingherwaytowardsusandHanna

movedclosertomesoshecouldhidethegun

andIsmiled.

"Wearegoingforadrive,Nkanyezisaidhe

wantedustotalk,isn'tit?"SheaskedmeandI



smirked.

Mymomloookedsuspiciousbutsheletusgo

andwhenwewereatthedriveway.Wegot

insideacarandshetookthepassengerseat.

"Drive."Ilookedatherandshookmyhead.

"Youreallythoughtyoucouldkidnapmeinmy

ownhome."Shetriedtokeepastraightface

butshelookedscaredandsomethingmoved

insideme.

"IwillshootyouNkanyezijustdrive."Istarted

thecarandhitthegasdrivingtothewarehouse.

Shewasshakingandthegunonherhandswas

shakingvigorously.



"Idon'twanttodothis.Ijustwanttolivemylife

withoutthesechainsofroyaltyandmenwho

walkaroundwithbigegosandthinktheworld

revolvesaroundthemjustbecausetheywere

bornwithapenisbetweentheirlegs."She

breathedandwipedthetearsthatrandownher

cheeks.

Herpaleskinwasnowredandbigdougheyes

werebloodshot."I'veneveraskedforanything

ratherthentostudyartandIwasn'tgiventhat

soIrannowIhavetomarryyou,youofall

people."

Iwasbruised.What'swrongwithme?

"Idon'tevenlikeyou.Ijustwanttolivemylife

butnowI'mstuckinthechainsofroyaltyand



men,youurgh"ShegroanedandIbroughtthe

cartoahaltandshelookedaround.

"Thisisnothome,NkanyeziItoldyoutotakeme

home.I'mgoingtoshoot-"Itoookwthegun

fromherhandandthrewitoutifthewindow.

"Nowlistentome.Idon'tcareaboutyou,never

didneverwill.IwillneverloveyouHannaand

webettergetthatstraightbeforeanything

happens.LookI'mmarryingyoutoerasethis

searchfortheperfectwifetobaretheheirfor

thethrone.Youwillgivemetheheirand

continuelivingyourlife.I'mnottheheartsand

roseskindofguyandIwillnotgiveashitabout

athingyoudo.AllIwantisforyoutobeunder

thesameroofasthefamily,barethe

heir,respectmeinpublicandthat'sit.Idon't

wantyourloveortearskeepthemtoyourself.

I'maverycruelmanHannaandyoudon'twant



togetonmywrongside.Thelobola

negotiationsaredoneandwehavepaidyour

fatherhandsomelyforallhisfinancialstruggles

sosparemethechildishactsandtantrumsI

don'thavetimefortheokay,growup.Youarea

marriedwomannowsoactyourage.Stayin

thiscaranddon'tcomeoutnomatterwhat

okay!"

Shenoddedwithtearsrunningdownherred

faceandIwalkedout.Ihadsomuchtotake

careofandshewasjustbeinganuisanceinmy

life.

"Wherearethey?"Iwalkedinremovingmysuit

jacket,watchandtie.

"Theyareinsidesir."Iwalkedin,Iwaspissed

andthisishowIcouldremovesteam.



Twomenwerecapturedatthatmallsagaand

nowIwantedanswers.Whowasaftermy

family?

"I'mnotgoingtobeg,Whodoyou'llwork?"I

askedasIwalkedinandthetoolswereready.

Theybothkeptquiet.Oneblackmanandthe

otherwascoloured.Irolledmyshirtsleevesup

anditwillbeapitythatthiswhitefabricwillbe

stainedwithblood.

"Iwillnotaskagain."Iroaredandtheyboth

seemedshakenup.

Itookthedrillandpluggeditmovingtowards

thebothofthem.



"Ifyou'llnotwillingtotalkbyyourownwill,Iwill

torturetheanswersoutofyoutwo."

Iwalkedoutanhourlaterdrenchedinbloodbut

IhadtheanswersIneeded.

"BurntheirbodiesandsendtheirashestoJack

."Ihadaquickshoweratthewarehouseand

walkedbacktothecarandfoundHanna

sleepinginanawkwardposition.

Ihelpedhersleepproperlyandshemoaned.

Shewassocuteandtinyandsodifferentfrom

thewomanI'musedto.Hotheadedbutasmall

teddybear.
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HANNA

ItsthethirdweekandImstillstuckhere,the

hungerstrikeisover.Ijustcouldn'tstarve

myselftodeathandthechef'scookingskills

areskyhigh.

IamstillnotallowedtocontactmyfamilybutI

gottoseethemthroughmytraditionalmarriage

ceremonybuttheykepttheirdistance.

I'mgettingmarriednextweekandmymomand

Dinaarerunningaroundlikeheadlesschickens

planningtheweddingandIdon'tgiveashit.



Iwalkedoutofmyclosestingymshortsanda

sportbrawithaheadbandtokeepmynowback

lengthhair.

Anelebeggedmenottocutmyhairsoshe

couldturnitintoalifelongweaveandwhenmy

hairislongenoughIwillhavetocutitandgive

ittoher.

Iwentdownstairsandintothegymareathat

wasonthewestwingaroundNkanyezi's

bedroom.

I'mscaredofhimbutI'malsotiredofmopping

around.I'mtiredofbeingscaredofthese

people.Ispentmyentiredayinmyoratthe

gardenbutnowI'msickandtiredofthisplace.

Iwassignedupforselfdefenceclasseswitha



personaltrainerinNkanyezi'sgym.Ididn'tneed

selfdefenceclasses,I'vedonekarateforso

long.

Iwalkedinsideandthegymwasastateofthe

art.Filledwithsweatymenallhumpingand

buildingtheirbodiesandthenNkanyeziwasin

theboxingringwithawhitemale.

Irolledmyeyesandjoggeduptothem.Iwas

theonlyfemalearoundherewithhugebeast

likemensoIwasboundtobeintimidated.

"Youlate."HegrowledandIshowedhimmy

middlefinger.

Helookedtakenabackbutmaskeditand

turnedtothismuscularmalewhohaddirty

blondehairandabrightsmile.



"Jerome,thisismywifeHannaandHannameet

Jerome,yourpersonaltrainer."Ishookhishand.

"ItsnicetomeetyoubutIdon'tthinkIwillbe

needingyourserviceIcankickareifIwantto."

NkanyezichuckledandIlookedathim.

"Youdon'tbelieveme."Istaredathim.

"Thabo!"Hecalledouttoaguywhosatonthe

couchwithhugeglassesandwasbusyonhis

laptop.

Hewalkedtowardsusandgotintothering.

"GetridofthoseglassesandIwantyoutokick

herarse."HecommandedandthisThaboguy



hesitatedforawhilebeforeseeingthelookon

hisfaceandslowlyremovedhisglasses.

Hewalkedtowardsmethenabruptly

stopped."SirIca-"Hestoppedmidsentence

andcontinuedapproachingme.

Iwasreadyforhimwhenhestoodinfrontof

mewithhisskinnytallselfIaimedatwherethe

sundoesn'tshineandhefelltohisknees

groaningwhileholdinghisjewels.Iusedthat

chancetokickhimonhischinandhefellback.

Okaythisdudewasjustanerdandprobably

couldn'tfighttosavehislifesoIjuststopped

andfoldedmyarmslookingatNkanyezi.Who

stillhadthesameseriousface.

"You'llknowwhat,Ihavealotofthingstodo



andthisisnotfun.Takeyourselfdefenceclass

andshoveitupyourarse."Ibentdowntothe

groaningThaboandpeckedhischeek.

"NevermesswithaJapanesehalfNigerian

woman,theyarevery

dangerous."

Iwalkedoutshakingmyinvisiblearsebutwas

broughttoahaltwhenhegrabbedmyshoulder

andpressedmeagainstthewallinoneswift

move.

MyheadcameuptohislowerbreastregionsoI

hadtolookupathim.

"Can'tyoujustlistentomeforonceandnot

givemeyourstinkingattitude."Heaccursed



andIstoodmyground.

Iwasn'tgoingtoletthismancontrolmehemay

killpeopleorwhateverbutIwillnotallowhimto

haveaflippensayinmylife.

Hesetmefreeandpunchedthewallonthe

oppositesiderepeatedly.Afterhehadcalmed

downhefacedmewithredscaryeyesbutI

didn'tflinch.

"Ihateyou."Hegrowled."Thefeelingismutual."

Iwalkedaway,Iwastiredofhistantrums,tired

ofeverything.

IcouldhearhisfootstepsbehindmebutI

didn'tstopuntilhereachedme."Gogetdresses

casually,wearegoingout."



Hedidn'twaitformyanswerandjustleft.I

wentuptomyroomandatethebreakfastleft

byAneleandshechoseanoutfitforme.

Shechoseapairofbluejeanswithkneehigh

heelbootsandatanktopwithawoollenloose

jersey.Itiedmyhairintwomessyprincess

bunsandAneledidmymake-up.

Iwalkeddownstairsandmymomand

Nkanyezi'smomweregluedtosomewedding

magazine.

"Darlingcometakealookatthisdress,itwillbe

perfectforyourfigure."MymombeamedandI

shookmyhead,thesmileonherface

disappeared.



Iwasangryatthem,theychosemoneyoverme

andfailedtoexplainthattomeandEnhle,

Enhlemarriedforloveandhermarriagewasnot

arranged.Ionlyfoundoutjustnowthat

arrangedmarriagesarenolongerthenormin

kingdomsbuttheyfailedtotellmethatto.

Ifeltbetrayedandwasn'tgoingtoplantafake

smilejusttopleaseanyone.I'mdonewiththat.

"Youaregoingsomewheredear?"MrsDlamini

askedasiftheyallowmetogoanywhere.

"Nkanyezisaidsomethingaboutdressingup

causally."Theynoddedandwentbacktowhat

theyweredoing.

IwasalreadymarriedtoNkanyezitraditionally.

Thewhiteweddingwilljustbeforshow.He



walkeddowninchinos,andatanktopwith

sneakers.Helookeddifferentfromthesuitshe

alwayswearandmorerelaxed.Hehadhis

phoneandwallet.

Ihadaslingbagwithabitofmakeupand

essentials.

"Youready."HeaskedandInodded.He

directedmetothecaraftersayinggoodbyesto

thetwowomenintheroomandthedriverdrove

off.

Istaredoutthewindowtheentirejourneyuntil

thecarcametoasuddenhaltandNkanyezi

cameoutandopenedthedoorforme.

Irolledmyeyesandtookhishandandheshut

thedoorwhenIwasout.Ilookedaroundand



wewerebytheseaanditwaschillyandthe

saltyscentfromtheseakissedmyskinmaking

meshudder.Whywillhetakemetotheseain

suchacoldday.

"Whyarewehere?"Iaskedbutheignoredme

leadingmetoamassivemegayatch.

"I'minheelsforheavensake."Imumbledashe

walkedbesidesme.Iheardsomescreamings

andlookeduptofindfourwomeninbikinis

wavingatNkanyeziwhowavedback.

Wewalkedandtheyallhuggedhimatonceand

thefifthwomancamedrippingwithwaterand

flangedherarmsaroundhim.

Irolledmyeyesandstartedtakingpicturesof

theviewandmyself.Itsnoteverydayyoufind



yourselfinasuperexpensiveyatch.

Iturnedtofacethemandtheyallhadtheireyes

onme.

OhnowIexist.

"AndthisladiesisMrsDlaminijnr."Ilookedup

athimasheplacedhishandsonmywaistand

stoodbehindme.

"Youaremarried."Thewomanwhowas

drippingwithwateraskedalmostinpanick,she

wasyourtypicalyellowbonewithahugearse

andbigboobsandalongweave.

"Technicallyyes,wejusthavetodothewhite

weddingsoyes."Heansweredandtherestof



themlookedatmeshocked.

"Ohheresheis."Aguysaidmakinghisway

towardsusandhuggedmethenspinnedme

around.

"I'veheardsomuchaboutyou."Hesaidputting

medownandIsmiledathimawkwardly.

"AndIhaveheardnothingaboutyou."Istatesin

amatteroffact.

"OkaythisisAnita,Sandile'swife."Hepointedto

thethickgirlwithahugeafroandSandilethe

guywhohavejusthuggedme.

"ThenthisSamanthaandThemba."Samantha

wascolouredandhadaskinnybodywhile



Thembawhohadaarmaroundhershoulders

wastallandburlyjustlikeNkanyiso.

"CuloandAndile,PreciousandLwazi,Thando

andSmangaandAmanda."Inoddedathimas

theyalllookedatme.

"Okaygirlslet'sgotothekitchenandfinishup

andpleaseguysdon'tburnthemeat."Anita

saidbeforegrabbingmyarmandusheringme

intothecabinwhiletheothergirlsfollowed.

Thisyatchwasoutofthisworldinside,huge

andluxurious.Thewoodenfloorandwhite

furniture.Thekitchenwasspacioussoweall

fittedinperfectly.

Everyonecontinuedwhattheyhavebeendoing

andSamanthaofferedmeaglassofwine.



"Girltelluseverything.NeveroncedidIimagine

TheGentrockingupwithawomanwhohe

married."Anitasaidwhileshakingherheadand

takingagulpofherwine.

Shewascuteandchubbyandconfidentwith

herbody."WhoisTheGent."Iaskedand

everyonefellsilence.

"Ohsoyoudon'tknow."Amandaaskedand

Samanthagaveheracoldlook.

"Let'sgetthepapdonesowecouldgoeat,I'm

surethemeatisreadyand-"Sheturnedtome.

"Hanna."Irepliedandshesmiled.



"Iwillgetyousomethingtowear,sinceI'msure

Nkanyezididn'ttellyouanything."She

disappearedoutofthisroom.

"Don'tbothersheisatoothpickI'msurenothing

willfither.Whatsizedoyouevenwear?"

AmandasaidandIturnedtoher.Therewas

somethingaboutthisgirlshedidn'tlikemeand

shecouldn'tevenhideit.

"What'syourproblem?Everyonehereseemsto

bekindandwelcomingandyoujusthadtobe

thebitch."Theyalllookedatmeshocked.

"Lalelawenaangikwaziandawungaziso

ngicelaungiyekephansiuyezwanoma

sizoxabana."

(Listenhere,Idon'tknowyouandyoudon't



knowmesoleavemealoneortherewillbe

trouble.)

Culohuggedme.

"Wearegoingtobethebestoffriends."

Amandagavemeadeathlookandwalkedaway

.

"Thankgodyoujustletusknowthatyou

understandZulubecausewewillhavegossiped

aboutyouandyouwillhaveunderstoodthe

entireconversation."Everyonelaughedand

Samanthacamebackwithatwopiecebikini

set.

ItwasblackandthankGodfittedmebecause

I'mveryskinny.Iundressandworeitandcame

backwiththewoollenjerseyontop.



Ihelpedthemcarrythepapandsaladstothe

topdeckandweallsatdowntoeat.Thiswas

perfect,inthemiddleoftheoceanswitha

magnificentviewandgoodfood.Whatmore

couldIwantbesidethebigelephantnexttome

andAmanda'scoldglaresshehasbeengiving

me.

Lateronwewereallinthejacuzziwhilethe

guyshadbusinesstodiscuss.

"Soyousaidyoufromroyalty."Inoddedto

Thando'squestion.Shewasthequietoneout

ofallthegirlsbutherhusbandSmangacould

talkandtalkandtalk.Ijustwonderhowthey

madeit.

"ButyouareChinese,howcanyoubea

Cetshwayo?"AmandablurtedandIstaredat



her.

"I'mactuallynotChinesebutJapaneseandhalf

African.Myfathercheatedonhiswifewitha

JapanesewomanandIwastheproduct."I

joked.

"Iyoh."Anitashoutedclappingherhands.

"I'mjokingmyfathernevercheated,Iwas

adoptedatbirth."Iexplainedandtheynodded.

"Soyou'llinlikeaarrangedmarriage."Amanda

asked.Allsheisfocusedaboutisrelationship

withNkanyezianditsnowstartingirritateme.

"Yes,itisanarrangedmarriage."Ianswered

bored."Andyou'llthinkitsgoingtowork."She



continued.

"Imeanlet'sfaceitguys,itsthetwentyfirst

centuryandthesethingshappenedalongtime

wheretheyweresuccessfulbutnowIjust-"

"Butnowtheyarehungryhoeswhocraveother

people'smenthat'swhytheydon'twork.Ifthis

worksornotI'msureitsnonofyourbusiness."

Sheputherhandsupinaformofsurrender.

"Ishouldkeepquiet."Inodded.

"Youshouldkeepthattrapofyoursshut."I

answered.

Thedaycontinuedandlaterontheyatchsetoff

forshoreandthegirlsandIexchanged



numbersandNkanyezidroveusbackhome.

[04/01,11:00]Ron:CHASINGFREEDOM

CHAPTERELEVEN

NKANYEZI

Shewasskinny,tinyandneededtobefedasI

carriedhersleepingformonmyarmsandtook

herinside.ThemomentIenteredthedoorVusi

camechargingatme.

"Youarsehole."Heroared,hewasfumingand

redallover.



"Mywifeissleepingandyouaremakinga

noise."Isaidandhelostit.

"Whileyoubusybangingmywife."Ilookedat

Senelwhowasweepingonthecouchandmy

parentssatwithdisappointedlooksontheir

eyes.

"IwilltakeHannatobedthenwecouldtalk."I

walkedupstairsandplacedthesleepingbeauty

undertheblankets.Shegroanedandcuddled

ontheblankets.

Iremovedherbootsandjeansastheyare

uncomfortableandleftherthere.

Notoncehasawomaneverchallengedmelike



shedoes.Haseverbeensostubbornlikeher

andneveroncehasawomanhadtheupper

handthenme.

Ilookedatheroncemorebeforegoingback

downstairs.EveryonewasseatedandSenele

wasstillweeping.Iknewthosetearswerefake.

"HowcouldyouNkanyezi?Myfatheraccused.

"Seneleisyourbrother'swifeandnowsheis

carryingyourchild.Whatsortofshameareyou

bringingintothisfamily?Youarethefutureheir

tothethroneandabouttomarry

umaCetshwayo?Whatwillshesay?"He

rumbledandIlethim.

Afterhewasdonewithhisspeech,Igotupand

left.Ihadalottodealandlisteningtohimtalk



wasn'tmyidealsituation.

IwentupstairsandHannawasstillsleeping

whilehuggingthebigteddybearshecamewith

whenshearrived.

Iswitchedoffthebedsidelampandwenttomy

study.Ihadtodealwithsomeonethreatening

myfamilyandbusinesstokeepeveryonesafe.

Theganglifeisglamorousontheoutsidebut

setyourfootandruneverythingyouliveyour

lifeinconstantfearthatsomeoneisthereto

getyou.Youeliminateenemiesbutmakemore

enemiesonthewaybutthisissomethingI

learntataveryyoungage.

ThefirstpersonIkilledwasattheageoften

andIrememberitlikeyesterdayasmyfather



gavemethepistolandtoldmeeliminatethat

threat.

IshothimandvomitedasItookthescene

beforeme.Thebloodalloverandhis

eyes,thoseeyesthatlookedatmeformercy

stillhauntmetillthisday.

Iremovedthosethoughtsoutofmymindand

grabbedthefilethatstoodinfrontofme.

NdumisoMbuthobutatthestreetheisknown

asViperbutIwasgoingtosuckthatvenomout

ofhim.I'mgonnastartwithhisfamilyandkill

eachandeveryoneifthemandwhenheis

miserable,Iwilltakehislife.

Noonethreatensthelifeofmyfamilyandgets

awaywithit.Igotupandwenttomyroomand

tookoffmyclothesandgotintotheshower.I



gotoutandSenelelaidonmybednaked.I

wasn'tevenaffected.

Igotdressedandtypesinthepasswordtomy

safeandthemachinescannedmyeyes.I

walkedandacollectionofgunsstaredbackat

me,beggingmetopickthem.Ipickedupthe

bigblackbagthatwasalreadypackwithallsort

ofweaponsIwillneedandwalkedbackintomy

bedroom.

"Soyoujustgoingtoignoreme,I'mcarrying

yourchildNkanyezi."Iturnedtoher.

"UntilaDNAtestisdonewhenthatchildisborn

thenIwillclaimitfornow,Iwantyoutoloveout

ofthepalace.Youhavenouseanyway.Vusiis

divorcingyou.IwillgetyouaapartmentandI

wantyouasfarawayfromHannaasyoucan



andnonofthisbabybullshittoherorIwon't

hesitatetokillyou."

ShetriedtalkingbackbutIgaveheronelook

andshewalkedout.

IcalledtheguysandwenttoHanna'sroomand

shewasstillsleeping.Ijuststoodtherelooking

atherforawhilebeforeleaving.

Igottotheheadquartersandeveryonewas

alreadywaitingforme.

"Viper,Iwanthimandhisfamilydead."Isaid

andeveryonelookedatmelikeIhavegrown

horns.

"WaitViperasinthesamepersonwhowe



madepeacewithacoupleofyearsback."

Sandileasked.

"Hethreatenedmyfamily,mywifesowhatever

peacewehadisoverandInowwanthishead

bythemorning."Iroaredandeveryonekept

quiet.WhenIwantsomething,Igetit.

HANNA

Iwokeupinthemorningwithmyphoneringing.

InevergetanycallssoIwasabitsurprised.

"Hanna'sfuneralparlourhowcanIhelpyou?"I

saidhalfasleepbutIbecameawareas

someonesobbed.

"Hanna"ShewhisperedandIlookedatthe



caller.

"Thando,whyareyoucryingsoearlyinthe

morning,didSmanganotpleaseyoulastnight."

ShewailedlouderandIsatupgroaning.

Iwasstillhalfasleep.

"He'scheatingagain,Hanna.Hegotacalllast

nightandleft.Wehadaargumentandhejust

left,wealwayssortoutourissuesbutheleft

andwenttoheranddidn'tcomeback."Shewas

stillcrying.

IneverdealtwithacryingwomanbeforebutI

onlyknowherforadayandshealreadyis

trustingmewithherissues.



"Haveabath,lookgorgeousandmeetmeat

mugg&bean."Shecontinuedcrying.

"KFC,Iwanttheirwings."Shehalfyelled.

"Okay."ShehungupandIgetupanddrag

myselftotheshower.

Imakemyselflookcutethenthedrivertookme

tomydestination.Itwasprettytoughwithall

thesecuritiesandprotectionIhadbutImadeit

andreachedadevastatedThando.

Shehuggedmeforovertenminuteswhile

cryingandeveryonehadtheireyesonus.

"ThatjerkItrustedhim."Shesaidsittingdown

andhittingherchickenharshly.



"I'mgonnachophisdickandfeedittoFluffly."

Shethenshookherhead.

"IcanIfeesmybeautifuldoganunfaithfuldick.

"Shestaredatmethentearsrandownher

cheeks.

"I'mburdeningyouwithmyworries.Yougetting

marriessoonandnowhereIamshowingyou

theothersideofmarriage."

Itookherhandinmine."Wegonnateachthat

bastardalessonhewillneverforget.Let'sgo."

ShelookedatmeandIgrabbedherhandand

ourdriverdroveistoherhouse.



"Whereareallhisclothes?"Sheshookherhead

andImademywayupstairs.

"Bringascissorwithyou."Iyelledandshe

walkedintotheirroomwithascissor.

"Iwantyoutoriptheseclothesapart.Iwantyou

toimaginehimintheseclothesandtearhim

apart."

ShelookedatmewiththosescaredeyesandI

grabbedthescissoroutofherhandandwentto

hisshirts.

Irippedonefromthehangerandmadeahole

onitsbreastarea.

"No,noHannathoseareveryexpensive."Igave

herthatlookandsheshookherhead.



"Youknowwhatyouright."Shegrabbedthe

scissoroutofmyhandandmadeherwayto

theclothes.

Ahourlaterwewerecarryingbigblackplastic

bagsandlefttheminfrontofthegate.We

walkedbackandshewentupstairsandcame

backwithabottleofvodka.

"Ohyeahgirl."Iscreamedandwestartedour

drinkingspree.

***

IwokeuptovoicesaroundusandwhenI

openedmyeyesandpushedThando'slegout

ofmyface.



Igroaned.

"Ifeellikeshit."ImumbledandThandowokeup

andplacedherlegbackonmyface.Ipushedit

offandshefellonthefloor.

"FuckHanna."Shemutteredthensatonher

butt.

"Whathappened?"Iaskedandtherewasaloud

laugharoundthehouseandwhenIlooked

properlyeveryonewashereexcludingAmanda

andeveryonehadanamusedfacebesides

NkanyeziandSmanga.

"Heyguys."Isaidsmilingandwavingandthe

restcontinuedtolaugh.



"Whatareallmyclothesdoinginfrontofthe

gateThando?"SmangaroaredandThando

pointedatme.

"Itwasheridea."

What?

"Ithoughtwewereinthistogether,traitor."I

don'tknowwhenItriedtojumpontopofher

butendedbumpingmyface.

IgroanedandNkanyezipickedmeup.

"Youaresomuchtrouble."Ismiledand

wrappedmyarmsaroundhisneck.



"Yousocutewhenyouangry.Mybigbadbear."

Ibroughtmylipstohisandhepushedmeoff.

"Ohyouangry,reallyreallyangry.Wifeycantake

careofthat."Iwiggledoutofhisarmsand

kneeledinfrontofhimbeforeIcouldunziphis

pants.Heputmeonhisshouldersandwalked

out.

Fumingwithanger.
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HANNA

Iwalkeddowntothebreakfasttableand

Nkanyezigavemeadeathstare.Isatnextto

himandsaidmygreetings.

Afterbreakfasttheydraggedmetothevenueof

myweddingtoconfirmeverythingbutIleft

themthereandwentbackhome.

Iwasbythepoolsideinawhitebikinisipping

onTintodeverano.Whileenjoyingmylife.

TomorrowImabouttobesomeone'swife,Imto

losemyfreedomandsenseofacarefreelife.I

willtowakeupatthecrackofdawn,clean,cook

andironclothesforagrownman.



Thisfeelssowrongandsounreal.It'slikeI

havebeenninemonthspregnantandtomorrow

I'mgivingbirthtoagrownmanwhoIwillhave

tolove,cherishandtakecareoff.

Ijumpintothepoolandjustletthewater

soothemymind.Ispentalongtimejust

floatinguntilhungertookoverandIretiredback

intothekicthenandenjoyedamealpreparedby

thechef.

Someoneenteredbutdidn'tmovefromthe

entranceofthekicthen.Iknewitwasmy

mother,fromherfloralscentthatI'vegottento

lovesinceIwasatoddler.

Shemadeherwaytowardsmeandsatdown



withoutsayingaword.

"IcriedfordayswhenIwasn'tgivenachanceto

holdmybaby.Whenthatmomentisoneofthe

bestmomentsamotherfeelswhenherlittle

angelthatshehasbeenshieldingfornine

monthsisplacedonherchestcryingbutshe

died.Yourfatherpushedmetothenursery

whereotherchildrensleptbutmychildwasn't

there.Iwasshattered,heartbrokenandwanted

todiemyselfbutthenthisJapanesegirlwalked

intomyroom,shewasyoungbarelytwentyand

lookedscared.

Shetoldmeherstoryofhowshewas

kidnappedfromherhome,aruralareainJapan

andsoldtoAfrica.Shewasonlytwelvebythat

timeandgrewupworkingasaprostitute.She

fellpregnantwiththisNigerianman'schildand

whenforcedtoabortshemanagedtorunand



endedupgivingbirthtoyou.Shetoldmeshe

wantedyoutohaveabetterlifethenwhatshe

wouldhavegiven.Shewantedmetohavesince

Ilostmyowndaughter,Iagreedinstantlyand

wemetupprivatelywhereshehandedyouover

tome.Iloveyouinstantlyandwantedtoprotect

withmyallandnowIfailedHanna.I'msucha

disappointmentandIhatemyselfforputting

youthroughsuchbutyourfather-"Ishookmy

headandwrappedmyarmsaroundher.

"Youneverfailedme,youarethebestmomany

childwilleverwishfor.Iknowaboutyour

moneyproblemsandhowtheDlamini'swillhelp

youandIwillmarryanyonetosavemyfamily

soyoudidn'tdisappointmeandIloveyou

mother.Iloveyouwithmyall."

Idon'tknowwheremyfathercamefrombuthe

joinedinthehug.Ineverknewhowmymother



adoptedmeallIknewwasshechosemefrom

agroupofchildrenbutthisisdeepandI'mvery

gratefultothem.

ThenextdaywasmyweddingandIhave

promisedmymotherathousandtimesto

behave.

Themakeupartistwasdonewithmyfaceand

myhairwasonpoint.

IhavesixbridesmaidsandEnhleismymaidof

honor.Icouldn'tleaveAneleoutsosheisthe

sixthbridesmaid.

TheyallwalkedinasIwasaboutandscreamed.

Theywereallinblackdressesandlooked

gorgeous.Yesblackwasthecolouroftheday

asblackismyfavouritecolourandthatnoone



couldgetmetochange.

Theyhelpedmeintomydressandwetookalot

ofpictures.Thentherewasaknockonthedoor

andIthoughtitwasmymom.

"NocandoNkanyezi,leave.It'sbadlucktosee

thebridebeforeshewalksdowntheaisle."-

Anita.

Beforehecouldsayasheshutthedoor.

*

TheweddingwasbeautifulandtiringandasI

gotoffthelimotothebeachhouseforour

honeymoontheonlythingonmymindwas

SLEEPbutthesmirkonNkanyezi'slipsproved

meotherwise.



Ididn'tevengetachancetoadmirethebeauty

asIfellfacefirstonthecouch.

IwasstillinmyweddingdresswithNkanyezi's

suitjacketsoIlookedlikeamess.

Hecarriedmebridalstyleupstairsandtookof

mywhiteconverseandthenmydress.

"Makeuptakeitoff,Idon'twanttoageearly."He

shookhisheadthengotsomewetwipesfrom

thebathroomandwipedmyfaceandtookoff

thepinsonmyhair.

Iwokeupnextmorningtotherushofwaves

andIgroaned.



Morningalready!

Nkanyeziwalkedinwithathreequartershort

andavestwithabasketonhishand.

"Wearegoingtothebeach!"HecheeredandI

pulledtheblanketovermyhead.

Hecarriedmeoutofthebedandplacedme

undertheshowerandopenedthecoldshower.

Iimmediatelycametolifeandranoutofthe

shower.

IscowledasIcameoutandfoldedmyarmsin

frontofmewhiledrippingwithwater.



"Iveputmylifeonholdforthishoneymoon,so

wenotgoingtospendthewholedayinbed."-

Nkanyezi.

Ipouted.

"Butit'sstillinthemorning."

Heshowedmetheclockanditwaseleven.I

wentbacktotheshowerthencameoutand

woreadenimshortontopofmybikinianda

croptopwithflipflops.

Wetookawalkedaroundthebeachbefore

settlingdowntohavesomelunchandthenhe

wentswimmingwhileIgotatan.

Itwasamazingspendingtimewithhimwithout



fightingorgivingfreeblowjobs.

Atduskwewentbacktoourbeachhouseand

enjoyeddinnerpreparedbyhim.Ididn'teven

trusthiscookingskillsbuthewasperfect.Then

itwasmovietime.

Icamebackfromthekicthenwithtwo

bowls,onefilledwithpopcornandtheother

withsweets.

"Horrororthriller."-Nkanyezi.

Isatonthecouchandstaredathim.

"Achickflickorromcom."Heshookhishead

andIendedwinning.



Iwokeupinhisarmasheplacedmeonthe

bed.

"Sleepbuttomorrowyouwillsleepwithmy

seedplantedinyou."

Iwenttoadeepslumberafterthat.
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HANNA

Igroanedopeningmyeyestothesun.Iclosed

themagainthentriedtomovebutIcouldn't.My



handswerefixedinoneposition.Itriedtolook

upandtomyshockbothmywristswere

handcuffedtothepolesofthefourposterbed.

Iwasn'tinmyroomandIhadakillerheadache.

Itriedtorememberwhathappenedanditall

camecrushingbacklikeatornado.

"NKANYEZI!"Iscreamedandhecameoutof

thebathroomwithatowelwrappedaroundhis

lowerhalfandwaterglisteningdownhis

muscles.Helookeddeliciouslikeainviting

vanillacakewaitingformetosinkmyteethinto

it.

"Whydoyouhavethatgoofyirritatingsmileon

yourface,insteadoffearingforyourlife?"He

triedtosoundthreateningbutIcouldn'tcareas

myeyesrapedhim,I'msurebynowhewason



thevergeofcummingasIwasalmostdone

withhim.

Igiggledremovingthatthoughtoutofmymind

andstaredathiscoldglare.

"Wanttogetkinkybaby."Hedidn'tlaughatmy

jokeinsteadhedroppedhistowelandmyeyes

poppedout.

Imayknowalotaboutsexbutthat'sonlyfrom

readingandmoviesandEnhle,therealthingI'm

clueless.

Hewasbighuge,humongous.Igulpedstaring

athimgrowandhethinksI'mgonnalethim

stickhisbigsausageinme.



"OhIseeyoutryingtoseduceme.Sorrynever

gonnaworkdarlingIlikethembigger."He

stoppedputtingonlotionandcametobed

,hoveringontopofme.Hisonehandslipping

undermyback.

HisfacewasonmeandIdrewinairstaringat

hisgorgeousbrowneyesthatstaredatmewith

nothingbutlust.

IwriggledmyselftryingtogethimoffsinceI

couldn'tusemyhandsandhejustsmirked

bringinghisfacecloser.

"Ineedtopee,Nkanyeziitsbad.I'mgonna

peenonmyself."Hecontinuedsmirking.

"I'mnotdumbmaCetshwayoIknowyoudon't

needtothetoilet.Nowletmepunishyouforall



thewrongsyouhavedone."

HedippedhisheadandbeforeIcoulddoa

thinghislipswereonmineinaflashandI

gaspedgivinghimachancetostickhistongue

andmassagemyown.Iwastakenabackashis

lipstookmetoanotherworldIdidn'tknew

existed.Iclosedmythighstogetheraswe

continuedmakingouthishandnowonmytiny

waistmassagingitslowly.

Thedoorflungopenandhejumpedoff

me,leavingmedizzyandwantingmore.

"NkanyeziIwanted-"Shestoppedandtookin

thetwoofus.NkanyeziontopofmeandIin

handcuffs.

"Mom,whatcanIdoforyou?"Shewasstill



lookingatuswiththosewidepoppedouteyes.

"Well,mmhIjustcametosayhiandbye."She

quicklywalkedout.

NkanyezirolledoffmeandIwantedtoyellhim

notto.HeremovedthehandcuffsandIsatup

rubbingmywrists.

"That'sallthepunishmentyouwillget."Isatup

androlledmyeyes.

"Yaziuyabora,Ithoughtyougonnagiveme

somedickbutIcanseeyounotabouttoplease

yourwifeitscool."Igotupandlefthisroom.

Igottomyroomandhadabaththenworea

pairofjeansandabaggyNiketopwithmybig



fluffysleepers.

IwalkeddownstairsfordinnerandasusualI

waslate.Myentirefamilywasoverpluswith

Enhleandherhusband.Igavethemmyfakest

smileandsatdown.

EveryonelookedatmeandIrolledmyeyes.

"Justtwomoredaystogoanditwillbeyour

bigday."Mymotherbeamed.

"Yay!"andhersmiledisappeared.

"Sotomorrowwearegoingforyourfittingand

yourmotherandIchosetheperfectdressfor

you."MrsDlaminisaidandIcontinuedeating.



"Waityoudidn'tchooseyourownwedding

dress."EnhlesaidstaringatmeandIshrugged

myshoulders.

Thedinnercontinuedwithalightconversation

goingaroundandeveryone'sexcitementforthe

weddingbesidesthebride.

"OhmygodHannawhatarethosemarksin

yourwrists."Ilookedatthemandremembered

thehandcuffsthenlookedattheeyesthat

weregluedatme.

IturnedtoNkanyeziwhojuststaredatme.I

nudgedhimandtheattentionturnedtohim.

"WhathappeneddidNkanyezidothistoyou?"

Mymotheraskedandhermamabearguns

blazingout.



"Talkmaan."MyfathershoutedandIlooked

down.

"AndsaywhatNkanyezihandcuffme."There

wassilenceforawhilebeforeEnhleburstout

laughing.

"Handcuffsneh,youarefastmyson."

Nkanyezi'sfatherjokesanditwassoweirdas

heisalwaysonrobotmodejustlikeNkanyezi.

"Waitnonotpikethat-"Itriedlettingthemwhat

reallyhappenedbutmymothersilencedme.

"We'veheardenough."Ishutmymouthandthe

restofthedinnerwasawkward.



TomorrowwewentformyweddingdressandI

lookedgorgeous.Itwasaprincessballgownto

givemesomevolumeinamulletshapewitha

longtrailandabeautifulveil.Ilovedit.

Iturnedaroundandfacedthemandtheyall

clapped.

"Itslooksamazingonyou."Mymomwept.

"ThisdressisbeautifulthankgodIdidn't

choosebecauseImighthavechosenthewrong

one."-me.

"Soyouliketakingit."-Enhle.

Inoddedandtheyallcheered.Wespenttheday

atthespathenwentforlunchandEmhkehad



toleavewithhermanandmyfamilyremained

attheDlaminipalace.

Igothome-funnyI'mcallingthisplacehomebut

Iamabouttospendtherestofmylifeinhere

soImightaswellgetusedtoit.

MyphonerangasItookoffmyheels.

"MrsDlaminitobe."-Thando.

Igiggled.

"Howwasthepunishment?"-Iasked.

"yohorgasmafterorgasm.Mymanhasnever

gaveittomelikethat,Ithinkweshoulddestroy



hiscarsnextandImightgetmoreofthose

mindblowingorgasms."

Ishookmyhead.Thentherewasabitof

shuffling.

"Bridetobe."-Anita.Thesegirlswerecrazy.

"weareatthefrontgateofthepalaceandwe

expectyouhereinthenextfiveminutesorwe

comingin."-Anita.

"Weheardtheguysplannedabachelorpartyfor

Nkanyezisowegotsomejawdropping

strippersforyou."-Samantha.

Idroppedthecallandexchangedmyheelsfor

sneakers.IgottotheentrancehallasNkanyezi



wasabouttoleave.

"whereareyougoing?"-Nkanyezi.

Ifoldedmyarms.

"Theonlytimeyouwillgettoaskmethatis

whenI'mnotonlywearinganengagementring

butaweddingring.Sopleasethesearethelast

twodaysofbeingsingleandIintendtouse

themwisely."

Iwalkedoutandjoggedtothegateandthegirls

werealreadywaitingforme.Theydrovetoa

hotelandcheckedit.

"Sowherearetheeyecandy."-Iasked.



Theyalllookedatme.

"Ourmenhiredstrippers,halfnakedgirlsandwe

areabouttoteachthemalesson."-Precious.

Thandowalkedinlastwithacoupleofboxes.

"OkayI'vegotthecostumes."-Thando.

Thegirlscheeredandstartedtoundress.

"Okaywaitwhat'sgoingon?"IaskedandAnita

turnedtome.

"Operationeliminatethebitch."-Anita.

Ilookedatherconfused.



"TheboyshiredstrippersandI'mnotgoingto

sitbackandwatchaskinnybimbodancehalf

nakedinfrontofmyman."-Culo.

"Sowegonnabethosestrippers,quickly

undress.Howareyourdancingskills."-

Samantha.

"Ihavetwoleftfeet."Sheshookherhead.

"Youbetterdothechickendanceandenjoy

yourselfdarling."

Iwasinablackthongwithstockingand

suspenderswithhighheelsandabra.Weall

hadmasksontocoverourfaces.



Wewalkedintotheirhotelroomthatthey

bookedforthebachelorspartyandtheywere

highanddrunk.

Wewalkedinandstarteddoingourchicken

dance.Nonofuscouldreallyusethestripper

polessowedanceanyhowwecould.

AnitawastwerkingwhilePreciouswas

throwingmoneyonherarse.

Iwasgigglingwhilewatchingthem.Nkanyezi

switchedoffthemusicandweallbooedhim.

"You'llreallythoughtwewouldn'trecogniseyou

all."-Sandile.

"Youallreallythoughtyoucouldwatchhalf



nakedgirlsallnightandpluswemorequalified

thenthem."-Anita.

IgiggledandNkanyezishotmealook.

"Soyou'llwanttowatchmore."-CuloaskedandI

tookaseatonthecouchtheguyswereseated

on.

"Whyareyounotdancing?"-Nkanyeziasked.

"ThisthonghurtslikehellandplusIcan'treally

dance."HechuckledandItooktheglasshehad

onhishandandItookasip.

IcaughthimlookingatmychestandIsmirked.

Straddlinghimwhileleaningontohisstonehard

chest.



"Wantalittletaste."Isignalledtheglassandhe

kepthisfacethesame.Itookasipofhis

whiskeythengluedmylipsonhispouringsome

intohisownmouth.

Ipulledbackandlookedathim.

"Youcuteifonlyyoucouldsmile."Isaidplaying

withhisfacewhilemakingasmileyface.

"Yousoknowyouaredestroyingme."-Nkanyezi.

Igiggledwhileblushing.Icouldfeelhimget

hard.

"Wantmetotakecareofit."Iwiggledmy

eyebrows.



"Areyoureallyavirginbecausenovirginknows

somuchaboutsexlikeyou."-Nkanyezi.

Igotoffhimandtookhishandleadinghimto

oneofthebedroom.

Igotinthereandpushedhimontopofthebed

thenkissedhim.Iwentdownandpulleddown

histrousersthenhisboxers.

IlookedathimcometolifeandIwasamazed.

"Areyoujustgoingtostareatmeallnight?"-

Nkanyezi.

ThenwhatwasIsupposetodo.



"Ijustwantedtoseeaerectpenisin3D.Thanks

forthelessonbytheway."Igotupandblew

himakissbeforeleavinghimtherescreaming

formetocomeback.
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NKANYEZI

Iwatchedhersleeping,shewasaangelwitha



temperfordays.Igotoffbedandmademyway

tothealcoholroomandtookabottleofvodka

andwenttomystudy.Thisbeachhousewasa

weddinggiftfrommyparentsafewmonths

backsoIrevampeditabit.

Igottomystudyandgotsomeworkdonewhile

sheslept.Wespenttheentiredaygettingalong

withoutanyfightsandherseducingmewithher

tinybody.

Iruntwocompanies,thesecuritycompanyand

myfather'spharmaceuticalcompany,Dlamini

specialtyPharmacy.Whichsuppliesdrug

therapiesinthemedicalfieldsofoncology,

dermatology,fertility,urology,ophthalmology,

gastroenterology,andrheumatology.Itoffers

drugsthattreatcomplexdiseasessuchas

cancer,oncology,HIV/AIDS,infertility,multiple

sclerosis,Chron'sdisease,andhepatitistitis.



Thenthedrugcartel.

Itbecomessohardsometimesaseverythingis

inmyhandnowIhaveawifewhoisso

rebellious.

Ifinishedworkingataboutthreeinthemorning

andwhenIwasabouttoretiretobedtheywas

shufflinginthekicthen.SoItookmygunand

mademywaydown.

ThelightwasonsoImovedslowlyandwhenI

wasabouttopullthetriggerontheintruder,she

screamedhittingthebowlandmilksplashedall

overherher.

"Whataredoinghere?Eatingcereal."She

shruggedandstartedwipingherselfwithsome

papertowels.



"Whatareyoudoingwithagun?Ihatefind

Nkanyezisokeepthemawayfromme."-Hanna.

Ilookedather.Shehadawhitelacepantywith

amatchingbraandherlonghairwasina

messyponytail.

Whoeatscerealatnight?

"Whyaren'tyouinbed?"-Iaskedandshe

shrugged.

"Youweren'tthere."-Hanna.

Ismiledthatwascute.



"Youdon'tsleepmuch."Sheaskedmakingher

waytowardsmeandlookeduptofaceme.She

wasshort.

WhywasInoticingthelittlethingsofher?I

nevercaredaboutwomanbutnowshestoodin

frontofmebarelydressedandIwantedtodo

somanythingstothattinybodyofher.

Shesmirkedthenlookeddownatmypants.

"LookslikeMrDickisawake."-Hanna.

Isnuggedmyarmonhertinywaistandcrash

heronmychest.ShegaspedandIplacedmy

lipsonhers.Shedidn'thesitateandkissedme

back,wrappingherlegsaroundme,herhandson

hair.



Icarriedherallthewaytothebedroomand

gentlydroppedheronthebed.Igotbetween

herlegsandcontinuedkissingherwhileshe

moanedsoftlybetweenkisses.

Iremovedherbraandmassagedherbreast

thentookonenippleinmymouth.Shethrew

herheadbackandmoaned.Myhandtravelled

upanddownhersmoothskinthenIwentback

tohersweetlipsandtangledmyfingersonher

silkylonghair.Shewasinecstacybutshewas

holdingback.

ItwasherfirsttimeandIneededtobeslowand

gentleandgiveherthetimeofherlife.

Ikissedherneckandnuzzledthatspotwhere

shelostit.Ilefthickiesonherstomachuntili



gottothebandofherlacepanties.

ShewasfrozensoIgotupbalancingmychin

onmyhandsandlookedatherscaredface.

Shelookedshakenandavoidedmyeyes.She

wasshivering.

"DidIdosomethingwrong?"Sheshookher

headandsatup.

"IthoughtIcoulddothis,IthoughtIwasready

butIcan't."-Hanna.

Tearsrolleddownhercheeksandsheranout

oftheroom.Iworemyshoesandfollowedher

andafterchasingherforawhileIfoundher

cryingnearthebeach.



ItwasdarkandcoldsoIsatnexttoherand

placedanarmaroundherandbroughther

closertomyownbodyandshecriedeven

louder.

I'mnotgoodwithdealingwithcryingwomanso

Ijustheldherandlethercryherlungsout.

Icarriedherbacktoourhouseandplacedher

onourbed.Shewasredalloverherfacewith

puffyeyesandarunnynose.

"Wannatalkaboutit?"Iaskedandsheshook

herhead.Irespectedherdecisionandtucked

herinbed.

"Imnotgoingtoforceyoutohavesexwithme



ifyouarenotreadyokay."ShenoddedandI

kissedherforehead.

Ihadasoftspotforthissomehowandsheis

slowlymeltingmyfrozenheart.

Iwokeupinthemorningandshewasn'tinmy

arms.Igotworriedandrusheddownstairsonly

tofindheronthephone.

"StayawayfrommeOkuhle,I'vehadenoughof

you."Shesobbedandturnedanddroppedthe

phonewhenshesawme.

"I-Ididn'tknowyouwereup."ShestruttedandI

lookedather.

"WhatdidOkuhledotoyou?"Shesatdownon



thecouchandcoveredherfacewithherhands.

"Whatwouldyoulikeforbreakfast?"Iaskedher

andshelookedup.

"Anything."Ismiledandwenttothekicthen.

Ipreparedbreakfastandwebothsatdownto

eat.

Shedidn'teatbutplayaroundwithherfood.

"CanItrysomethingonyou?"Sheasked

randomlyandIstaredather.

"Ijustwanttoknowhowyoufeel."



Iplacedmyforkdownandnodded.Shetookmy

handandledmetothebedroom.Shelooked

outofit,unliketheHannaamusedto.

Shepushedmeonthebedthenpulledmypant

andboxersdown.Shethenstartedsuckingme,

itfeltwrongbecauseIcouldfeelhertearswet

myskin.Shegotupandshookherheadwhile

crying.

"ItstartedwhenIwasfifteenduringtheschool

holidays,heknewhecouldn'ttakemyvirginity

sohemademethesethings,blowjobsthenhe

usedtofuckmyanus.Itwaspainfulatfirstbut

Igotusedtoit.Heusedtocallmenamesand

howmuchIdidn'tbelongtothefamily."

Icroucheddownandheldherinmyarms.



"It'sOkuhleright."Sheburiedherfaceonmy

chest.

"He'sdangerous."ShewhisperedandIkissed

herhead.

"Letmetakeyoutosleep."Icarriedhertobed

andwatchedhersleep.

ItookmyphoneafterIwassureshewassound

asleep.

"Ineedtoeliminatesomeonefromthefaceof

thisearth.GetOkuhleformeatthewarehouse."

IwastalkingtoSmanga.

Hedidn'tbothertoquestionme.Shespentthe

dayasleepandneveroncehaveIthoughtIwill



getsoattachedtoagirlinsuchashortperiod

oftime.

Weatedinnerthenwenttosleep.Sheheldme

tightlyduringthenightandthatwasthebest

feelingever.IleftherwhenIwassureshe

wouldn'twakeupandmademywaytothe

warehouse.

IbroughtanextrapairofclothesasIwasabout

togetbloodalloverme.I'mgonnakillthat

motherfuckerandanyoneelsewhothreatensto

killHanna'shappiness.

Iwalkedintothewarehouseandinstructed

everyonetoleave.Hewastiedtoachairand

myhandswereitchingtotorturehim.

Itookmyphoneandmadeanothercall.Sam



enteredafterawhile,hispartofthegangbut

he'sintomenratherthenfemales.

"Dowhateveryouwantwithhim."Hesmirked

andwefistbump.

Iwenttothevideoroom.andrecorded

everything.Ineedn'titeditedtoblurSam'sface

andpostit.

AfterhewasdoneIbeathimthewholenight

thenaskedtheboystodumphimsomewhere.I

wentbacktothebeachhouseandfoundHanna

inabakingspree.Itwasjustsixinthemorning

andshealreadyhadsomanycakesand

cookiesbaked.

"Areyoualright?"Iaskedandshenodded.



Iwasn'tconvinced.Sheneededcounselingto

getoverwhathappened.
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Wehadbreakfasteventhoughhismind

seemedtobefaraway.

"Doyoulikemycookies?"Iaskedandhelooked

atme.



"Yes,theygood."-Nkanyezi.

Itookasipofmycoffee.

"Wowthat'ssurprisingasyouhaven'ttouched

them.YoudistractedNkanyezi,tellmewhat's

wrong?"

Herubbedhishandonhisstubblyjawthen

cockedhisheadtothesidestaringatme.

"Iknowacoupleoftherapiststhatcouldhelp

youwithwhatyou-"-Nkanyezi.

"StoprightthereNkanyezi,Idon'tneedashrink.

I'mfineanddon'tneedtotalktosomeonewho

willtellmewhatIwanttohear.I'vebeen

dealingwiththisforyearsnowsoIdon'tneed



yourhelp."Igotupandmademywayupstairs.

Itookmyphonewantingtokeepbusybutwhat

caughtmyeyeswasdevastating.Iranback

downstairsandfoundhimeatingpeacefully.

"Howdareyou?Yeshehasdonemewrongbut

whydon'twelettheGoddothepunishment."

Helookedsocalmandthatwhatirritatedme

more.

"YouthoughtIwilljustlethimroamthestreets

afterthepainhehasputyouthrough,Never!"-

Nkanyezi.

Hegotupandstoodinfrontofme.

"IfyouaregoingtoquestionwhatIdidorhate



meforthat'sforyoutodealwithbecauseinmy

eyesIshouldhaveputabulletthroughhishead

andkilledhisuselesslife.Hatemeallyoucan

andIdon'tcarebecauseIwilldothatwhatIdid

overandoveragain."Heroared.

Ididn'tflinchbutfoldmyarmsinfrontofmy

chestscowlingathim.

"Hmmnocomebackthat'safirst."-Hemocked

andIclickedmytongue.

"Getready,Imeetingmyfriendsforlunch."I

turnedaroundandwalkeddownthestairsand

stoodinfrontofthisbigbear.

"IsthatAmandabitchgoingtobethere?"He

laughedwhichwassorare.



"Youjealous."Iarchedaneyebrow.

"Haveyouevertookagoodlookatme.Darling

I'mhot,nonoI'mflames,sothereisnoneedfor

metofeeljealousofanybitch.NowI'mgoing

togoupstairsmakemyselflookhotasI'm

alreadyhotandshowthatskankofyoursthat

shehasnothingonme."Iwalkedupstairs

leavinghimlaughing.

*

WewalkedintoaemptyrestaurantandIturned

tohim.

"Whyistherestaurantempty?"Iaskedandhe

smiled.



"Itsapersonallunchandwedon'twant

disturbanceofannoyingpaparazzi."-Nkanyezi.

Istoodinfrontofhimandshookmyhead.

"Paparazzi,actinglikeaceleb.Whowouldeven

wantapictureofyouruglyarse."Hecreased

mycheekandwewalkedin.

Anitawasthefirstoneupandshewrappedher

armsaroundme.

"I'msureyouarealreadypregnant,phelathis

guyhere."Igiggledandhuggedherback.

IgreetedeveryoneandNkanyezipulledthe

chairoutformeandIsatdown.



"Heisnowagentleman,tellmewhatmutidid

youuseonhimbecauseIwantsometouseon

Andile."-CulosaidandIshookmyhead.

"SorryI'mlate."IturnedandtheAmandabitch

walkedin.Shewasinatightwhitebodysuit

withholdheelsandevenlongerweave.

Shekissedeveryoneonthecheekandskipped

mebutwhenshewasabouttokissNkanyezi's

cheekIgrabbedthegunhehadonhepantand

removedthesafety.

"Tryitbitch."Shepickedherhandsupin

surrenderandsatdown.

LunchwasgoodexcludingAmanda'scold

glaresorsnottycomments.



"Nkanyezi,wereyoufuckingAmandabecause

thisbitchhasaproblemwithme.SoIwantto

knowthefactsbeforerearrangingherface."

Nkanyezishookhisheadandtookasipofhis

whiskey.

"Shemeantnothing."-Nkanyezi.

IsmiledandlookedatAmandawhosuddenly

gotup.

"Thisisnotover."-Amanda.

"It'sjuststartedbitch."Sheleftandthegirls

burstoutlaughing.



"Wearegoingshoppingafterthissohusband's

it'stimetoletgoofyourblackcards."-Precious.

ShoppingwasfunwiththegirlsbutI'msure

Nkanyeziisdyingwhereverheis.Thedriver

helpedmewithallthebagsIhadandwhenI

enteredthelivingroom,Nkanyeziwasseated

withawhitewoman.

"Whoisshe?"Iaskedplacingmybagdown.

"Respect,Emihle."Irolledmyeyes.Ihatethe

namehisfamilygavemebutatleastitwasn'ta

toughancientZuluname.

"ThisisDrSeusandshewillbeyourcounselor."

Igotup.



"Idon'tneedheroryoutreatingmelikesome

brokenperson.Iamfineandhavebeenfora

verylongtimesopleasejustdropitNkanyezi."I

wentupstairsandsatonthebed.

"I'mdoingallofthisforyourwell-being,cantyou

meetmehalfway."-Nkanyezi.

Iignoredhimandgotintobed,coveringmyself

withtheduvet.

"YoudrivemecrazyHanna."Hetookoffhis

clothesandgotintobed,wrappinghisarms

aroundmywaistandpulledmeclosertohis

body.

"Whycan'tyoujustdoasIsay?"Itookabreath



in.

"It'stimeyoulearntthatI'mnotyourpuppet,im

notoneofyourpreviousgirlfriendsorfuckwho

whenyousaidjumptheywillaskhowhigh?If

youtellmetojump,Iwilltellyoutogofuck

yourself."

Hegiggled,hischestvibratingagainstmyskin.

"YoucrazybutI'mgoingtotameyoulittlehot

headandmakeyoutheperfectwifeforme."-

Nkanyezi.

"Iwillletyoutry.TrustmeNkanyezinoonewill

evertameme."

"Gotosleepnow."HesaidandIturnedtoface



him.

"Don'ttellmewhattodo?"Hepeckedmy

foreheadandIclosedmyeyes.

Iwokeupnextmorningandagunwaspointed

atmyforehead.

"MemezasfebeandIwillkillyou."

Iswallowedhardandlookedatthemaninfront

ofme.Icouldn'tseehisfacesincehehada

balaclavaonbuthewasbig,notthemuscular

typeofbigbutthebeerandvetkoektypeofbig.

Hemotionedformetostandupandledmeout

ofthebedroom.Wegotdownstairsandtheall

thebodyguardswereshotdeadonthefloor.



WherethehellisNkanyezi?

MyhandswerecuffedandIwastossedtothe

backofadarkvan.Iwasinpyjamashortsand

mybra,myhairwasleftlooseandIdidn'thave

shoeson.Icouldn'tmovemyhandssincethey

werehandcuffedandwhenthevancametoa

stop,fearcreepedin.

Thedoorwasfoundedopenandthesunhitmy

eyes.IclosedthemforawhilebeforeIwas

pulledoutofthevanandtheyplacedacloth

aroundmyeyessoicouldn'tseeathing.

Afterawhileofwalkingandcoupleofgates

anddoorsclosedbehindme,iwasfinallyplaced

onachairandthebandannawasremoved.



Icamefacetofacewiththebig.Hewasscary

withahugescarrunningfromhiseartohisjaw.

Thenayoungermannexttohimwasinablack

tailoredsuitandwasfitandhandsomebutnon

ofthemcouldcomparetoNkanyezi.

"Hi,ImDetectiveMthethwaandIapologisefor

kidnappingyoubutitwastheonlyway."

Ilookedathimandshookmyhead.

"Weneedyourhelptotakedownyourhusband

and-"-Mthethwa.

"I'mnotinterested,handcuffmeandtakeme

home."-Hanna.

Hewalkedclosertomeandstareddownatme.



"Iwasn'taskingyoubuttellingyounowsit

down!"-Mthethwa.

Igulpedandsatdown.
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"AreyougonnatellmewhatIwanttoknow?"

ThisMthethwaguyaskedasheplacedhisgun

onthetablenexttome.



"Whatdoyouwantfromme?"-Hanna.

Iwasnowirritated,itwasinthemorningandI

washungry,thirstyandmymouthhasafunny

tastesinceIdidn'tbrushmyteeth.

"I'msureyouknowaboutyourhusband'sillegal

drugtradesoIwantfacts.Hisalliance's,the

placewherethedrugsaremanufactured.

Everything."-Mthethwa.

IfIwasn'thandcuffed,Iwouldhaveslappedhim

acrosshisfacebecausehewasnowstartingto

irritateme.

"Idon'tknownothing."Heslappedmeandmy

cheekwasonfirebutIdidn'tshowhimmypain

becausepeoplelikehimfeedonpain.



"I'mgonnatortureyoudaybydayuntilyougive

mewhatIwant."-Mthethwa.

Ishrugged.

"DoyoubestMister."Heleftleavingarecording

tapebehind,ifIwantedtostarttalking.

Ituggedatthehandcuffsandtheyburntmy

skin,Igroaned.Thiswasimpossible,Icannever

escapemetalhandcuffssoIwasstuckhere.

IswallowedbackmytearsbecauseIknewthey

mightbewatching.

NKANYEZI



IwalkedintotheroomandSbuandIfist

bumpedandIsatdownlookingatmyhot

headedcandyhandcuffonachair.Ithought

shewillbecryinghereyesoutbynowbutshe

provedtobestrongerthenIthought.

"Howismywifedoing?"IaskedasIzoomedin

onherfaceandshestuckhertongueout.It

wasshecouldseemeormaybethegirlstipped

her.

"Nooffensebutsheisonehellofabitch.She

spatonmyfacewhenIaskedhertouseher

mouthandtrustmeifthosehandcuffweren't

thereIwillprobablybetheonewithabullet

throughmyhead."-Mthethwa.

"Sheisnotevenshaken,Ithoughtmaybeshe



wouldhavemadeupsomesortofstorynow

sinceshedoesn'tknowanything."-Mthethwa.

"Iwillfetchherduringthemidday,tellmeifshe

squealsandgivehersomefoodandwater.

Treatmywifelikethequeensheis."

Heshookhishead.

"Whattypeofkidnapperiskindtotheirvictims."

-Mthethwa.

Ishrugged,sheisstillmywife.idrovetocheck

onthebothmycompaniesthenwenttothe

warehouse,IneededtodealwiththisViper

beforemybusinesscollapses.

Itookmyphoneanddialedhisnumber,wewere



endorawarwasgoingtoeruptandthatwill

causealotofbloodspill.

"ThegreatNkanyezi,whatapleasantsurprise?"

HemockedandIfumed.

"Iwanttomeetyousowecancometoa

commonunderstanding."IwonderwhyIwas

willingtodiscusspeace,wasitbecauseInow

haveapersonwhoIhavetokeepsafeand

soundalltime.

"Youaregoingweakmyman,neveroncehaveI

thoughtyouwillnegotiatepeace.Yourwife's

pussyisreallymakingyouweakbutlet'smeet.

MyplaceatsixandbringthatsexyJapanese

wifeofyourssomywifecanteachherathing

ortwo."HehungupandIthrewmyphone

acrosstheroomstanding.



HaveIreallygoneweak?

Butit'sallforthegoodreasons,ImeanIspend

moretimewithHannathenworkingbutthat's

forherprotectionandtolethergetusedtomy

lifestyle.

IcalledSbutodriveHannabackhomeand

guardheroverthere.Itripledsecurityaround

thebeachhousethendrovehome.

Igotthereandshewasstuffingherface.

TheminuteIwalkedinshepointedthebutter

knifeatme.

"Youplannedallofthis."-Hanna.



Shechargedatmewiththeknife.

"TalkMisterorI'mgoingtoripyourintestines

outrightnow."Shewasfumingandherentire

facewasredbutshelookedsocuteallworked

up.

"Wouldyoustoppedgrinninglikearetardand

answermyquestions."

Iwalkedclosertoherandgrabbedthe

knife,swingingheraroundsoherbackwas

againstmyfrontthenIbentdowntoherear.

"IwastestingwhereyourloyaltylaidandI'm

impressed.Youputupaprettygoodfightmy

littlekitten."



Sheelbowedmystomach.

"I'mnotakittenyoubigbearandwhywouldyou

kidnapmewhenyouknowIdon'tknow

anything."Ishruggedandburiedmyfaceonher

hair,inhalingherscentthatseemstocalmme

downthesedays.

"Thegirlscalledtheywantmetojointhemat

thespa."Iletgoofherandstoodinfrontofher

shortself.

"No."

"No."Sherepeatedandpouted.

"Yes,Hannano,Ihavesomethingstosortout

todayandIwantyouheresoIwillbesureyou



aresafe."

"But-"Istoppedherrightthere.

"NobutsHanna,itsfinalyouarenotgoingout

today."

Shefoldedherarmsandwalkedaway,Icaught

herwrist.

"Youarenowwhininglikeababy."

"Letgoofme,Nkanyezi."ShegrowledandI

pulledhercloser,makinghercrashintomeand

shegasped.

"Youaresobeautiful."Iremovedsomestrands



ofhairthatwascoveringherbeautifulface.

Ipeckedherlipsthenstaredather.Shestared

backatmeandtherewassomethingbetween

us,somethingbeautifulandrareafeelingIhave

neverfeltbeforeandsowantedtoexplore.

Ikissedherandthatseemedtoshutherupand

sheremainedathomewithoutgivingmeany

hassle.

IdrovetoViper'splacewithasmileonmyface

fromthekissthatleftHannadishevelled,she

seemedlostabitbutIdidn'tblameherthe

thingsthatwomandoestomewithouteven

noticingareoutofthisworld.

IleftmyguninmycarasIwalkedintohishuge

mansion,tosaythatthismanwasoncemy



underbossbutnowheismynumberoneenemy.

Iknewhewouldn'tkillsothatisthereasonwhy

Ididn'tbringanybackup.Heistoomuchofa

pussytokillsohewillresortintousingmy

familyagainstme.

"Ahyoucame."HesaidasIenteredhisstudy

whereanakedwomanwassuckinghimoff

whilemoaningin-between.Thedisrespectto

hiswifewhowasdownstairscookinginthe

kicthen.

"Whatdoyouwant?"IaskedasItookmyseat.I

wantedtodothisasquickasIcouldsoIwillgo

backtoHanna.

"HowissweetHanna?Youchosewellneh."-

Viper.



"I'mnothereforchitchatswhatthefuckdoyou

want?"

Iwasnowloosingmycool,tothinkIwastrusted

witheverythingwasamusing.Hewillalwaysbe

theweaklingwhoseapussy.

"Iwanttheeastdrugtrade,allofit."-Viper.

Ilaughed,iliterallylaughedathim.

"Orwegotowar,imsureyoudon'tneedthat

stresssinceyoujusttiedtheknot.Givemya

smallportionofyourterritoryandwebothhave

peace."-Viper.

"Overmydeadbody,iworkedtoohardjustto



handoverthattoyou."Igotupbutagun

cockedasIwasabouttowalkout.

"Thenyoudie."-Viper.

Iturnedtofacehimashestoodbeforeme,yhe

bitchwascrouchedunderthetablewhimpering.

"Soyouthinkyoucankillme."Ismirked.

"Thesamemanwhomadeyou,taughtyou

everythingyouknow,ifitwasn'tformeyouwill

benothing."

Ilookedatthewindowandheturnedhis

attentionthereandIgotthechancetostrikehis

handandhedroppedthegun.Holdinghimina

headlockIwhisperedintohisear.



"Stayawayfrommyterritory,mywomanandmy

familyorIwillkillanyonewhohasyourblood

runningthroughthem."Ipushedhimandhe

stumbledandfellonhischair.
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IdrovebacktothebeachhouseandIfound

Hannacryinginfrontofthetv.Shehadatubof

icecreamandaboxoftissuesandherface

wasflushed.



Irushestoher,wasitbecauseIdidn'tallowher

togotothespawiththegirls.

"Areyouokay?Whathappened?ShouldIcall

theambulanceareyousick?"Sheshookher

headandwrappedherarmsaroundme.

"Herdogjustdied."Shebrokedownevenmore.

"Whosedogdied?"Sheremovedherheadfrom

mychestandshowedmethetv.

"It'ssoheartbreaking."Igotoffherandshook

myhead.Shewasbecauseofashow.

Women.



Iwentupstairsandhadaquickshowerthengot

downtocompletesomework.

Acoupleofhourslatertherewasaknockon

thedoorandHannaenteredinalongblack

kimonowithherhairtiedupinahighbun.

"Dinnerisready."Inoddedandwenttothe

bathroomtowashmyfaceandhandsthen

followedherdown.

Thetablewassetwithredcandlesand

champagneandIknewshewasupto

something.

"Didyoupoisonmyfood?"Shelookedupand

giggled.



"No,whywouldI?"-Hanna.

Weateincomfortablesilencebutshewasn't

comfortable,therewassomethingbotheringher

andthewayshegulpeddownthatwine,Iknew

somethingwaswrong.

"Spititout."Shelookedupandplacedtheglass

backonthetablethenhereyesfellinherthighs.

"Um...IthinkI'mready."-Hanna.

Iplacedmyforkdownandlookedather.

"Youknowfor...sexualintercouse."She

whisperedthelastpartandIfeltlikelaughing.



Ihavebeenthinkingaboutsex,whowouldn't

whenyoulivewithsuchasexywomanbutI

thoughtmaybesheneededcounselingfirst.

ShehasbeenthroughalotandIthinkthisis

justrushingthings.

"Hanna-"Sheshookherhead.

"I'mperfectlyfineandIdon'tneedcounselingor

ashrinkandIwantsexIhavesavedmyselffor

solongtheonlygoodthingforyoutodoistake

it."

Iwasstunned.

"But-"sheshushedmewithakissandhow

couldIresist.Shedroppedthegownandshe



hadabeautifulblacklacelingeriethatlooked

perfectonherpalewhiteskin.

Itookmytimelookingattheperfectcreationin

frontofmebeforeIplacedmylipsbackonhers.

Shemoanedasmyhandstraveledonhersoft

skinandIpickedhermakingmywaytothe

bedroom.

HANNA

Thiswasbecomingrealbythesecondashe

gentlyplacedmeonthebedhoveringontopof

me.Hist-shirtwasnowgoneandIranmy

fingersontheperfectlysculpturedpieceofabs

andwitheachbumpmyskinfilledwith

goosebumps.

Ilookedupathimandhiseyeswereclosed,I



cuppedhischeeksandgentlyplacedmylipson

his.

"Youarereallyready."Heaskedbetweenthe

kissandImoanedashishandwentintomy

thong.Hisfingersfiddlingwiththefoldsofmy

honeypotandshiversranupmyspine.

Iflippedhimoverandgotontopandhe

smirked.

"Alwayswanttotakecharge."Ismirkedbackas

Iranmytonguedownhisneck.

Hegroaned.

"Youaremakingmeweak."Hebarely

whisperedandmyinnergoddesssurfaced.



"MaybeI'mtheonlyonewhogetstoseeyouat

yourweakest."Heopenedhiseyesandgently

tookmeoffhim.Hishandsremovingmy

bra,leavingmeexposedIquicklyclaspedmy

handsonmyboobsandhelaughed.

"YouaretooinnocentbutI'mtakingallofthat

tonight."Iplacedmyfingeronhischeek.

"Youaretakingyourtimemister."-Hanna.

"Ihaveallthetimeintheworld."Helipscaught

myearlobebetweenhisteethandIgaspedas

heventureddownmyneckontomybreast.He

tookmyfirstnippleontohismouthandIshut

myeyesenjoyingeverymomentofthis.



*

Herippedthecondomwithhisteethandreality

sunkin,heisabouttoputthathugethinginto

me.

"UmNkanyezi."Helookedupandcametokiss

mylipsbeforeIfelthimatmyentrance.

"Loosenupsoitwon'thurtthatmuch."Inodded

andheeasedhimselfinwhileItightlygripped

onhisshoulders.

Afteracoupleofattemptshewasfinallyinand

myvirginitywasgone.Hestareddownatme

witheyesfilledwithconcern.

"Yougood."Inodded.Hewipedthetearsthat



stainedmycheeks.

"Ididn'thurtyouHanna."Inoddednow

frustrated.

"MoveNkanyezi!"Iyelledalmostfrustratedand

hestartedslowlythenincreasedhispace.

Ifeltmyselfclimbingandreachingmythe

highestIhaveeverbeenandthenIletitgo.

Webothreachedourclimaxandhefellnextto

mecatchinghisbreath.

Myviginawasburningbutitwasallworthitas

hecraddledmyintohis

armandnowordswereneededjustthesound

ofourhearts.



IwokeupnextmorningwithNkanyezipacing

aroundtheroomnaked.Hehunguponthe

phoneandturnedandfacedmeandthe

scariesteyeslockedwithmines.

"Mymotherisdead."
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IgotoutoftheshowerandHannawasseated

onthebedonherphone.



"Youmissbreakfast."Shestatednoteven

pickinghereyesupfromthephone.

Iignoredherandcontinueddryingmyself.

"IthoughtyoumightbehungrysoIbrought

somethingupforyou.-Hanna.

Idroppedthetowelonthefloorandnoticeda

trayfilledwithfood.Iwasn'thungry,thesedaysI

don'tevenneedfood.

"Imnothungry."Idismissedherandstarted

moisturizingmybody.

Shesatupputtingthephonethenlookedatme.



Pity.

Ihatedthat,ididn'tneedherpityorhertofeel

sorryforme.Iwasfine.

"Youhaven'tbeeneatingproperlythepastfew

daysandI'mgettingworried."Shestoodupand

triedwalkingtowardsmebutIstoppedher.

"Youarenotmymother."Shesighed.Ithought

shewasgoingtoleavebutshewalkedcloser.

"ImaynotbeherbutI'mstillyourwifeand

gettingyoufedismyresponsibility.Nowyou

bettereatoryouarenotleavingthisroom."

Shetookthekeyoutofherbraandwaveditat



me.Thensatbackonthebedandcontinued

scrollingonherphone.

Igaveaftergettingdressed,Isatdownnextto

herandhadthefood.Sherestedherheadon

myshoulderandclosedhereyes.

"I'msorry."Shewhispered.Kissingmychest.

"IfIcouldtakethepainawayIwouldbutdon't

shutmeout.I'myourwifeandwearesupposed

toshare.Weshareyourpenisandmyvagina

butmostimportantlywehavetoshareourpain

andproblemtoo."

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundher.Envelopingher

petitebodythenkissedherforehead.



"Iloveyou."Shestilledthensatuppushingme

awayfromher.

"Idon'tdoloveyous,NkanyeziI'msorry.Whatis

love?Yougonnapromisemeheavenonearth

thencheatandslicemyheartaftergivingitto

you.I'msorryStarbutIcan'tloveyouback."

Shegotupopenedthedoorandleft.Iwas

confused,anywomenwantstobelovedbuther

shewasdenyingmyloveforher.

IwenttotheclosestandtookthebagthatI

orderedthemaidstopackandmademyway

downstairs.

ShefirstlookedatmyfacethenatthebagI

wascarrying.



"Youleaving."Inoddedandkissedherforehead.

Aneleexcusedherselfandyouwillswearshe

waspartofthefamilybecauseshedoes

nothingbutsitsaroundwithHannathewhole

thengetspaidattheendofthemonth.

"Wait,Anelecanyoupleasepacksomeclothes

forme.NkanyeziandIareleaving."-Hanna.

Ishookmyhead.

"Youhavetostayhereforyoursafety.I'ma

movingtargetHannaandjustastheykilledmy

mothertheycouldkillyouandIwouldn'tlive

withmyselfifsomethingcouldharmyou."She

shrugged.



"ThenwewilldietogetherlikeRomeoandJuliet.

Truelovealthoughonesidedandyouknow

what,let'sgowebuymoreclothesinDurban."

Shesaidgoodbyestoeveryoneevenmyfather

thenwenttothecar.

"Hannayoucan'tcomewithmethisis

dangerous."Isaidgettingintothecarandshe

ignoredmeputtingonherheadphonesand

turningtheradiohigh.

Ihadnochoicebuttotakeherwithme.

ReachingDurban,Icarriedherintothesecret

housewithtightsecurityasIcouldn'ttake

chances.

AsIwasabouttoleavetheroomshesatup

andpouted.



"Soyouaregonnaleavejustlikethat."-Hanna.

"HannaIdidn'twanttowakeyouup."Sheshook

herhead.

"Sonotevenaquickie.Youareboring

Nkanyezi."

Shefellbackonthepillowsandcoveredherself

withtheblanket.Ididn'tmisstheopportunity

rippingmyclothesandjumpingintobedwith

her.

*

"Youlate."saidSandileandIdroppedmybag

onthefloor.



IjusthadsomemindblowingsexwithHanna

andIwasn'tinthemoodforhim.

"Iwanttokillthatmotherfucker'sfamilyevery

singleoneofthem,fromthechildtohim."

Isaid.IwascravingforbloodandViperwas

goingtodieforkillingmymom.

"LookNkanyezi,iunderstandyourangerbutwe

havetothinkthisthrough.Wecan'tjustrockup

athisplaceandputthebulletthroughhis

head."saidLwazibutIwasn'thavingnonofit.

"LookbythemorningIwantViperdeadand-"

BeforeIcouldfinishmysentenceIfeltapinch

onmyshoulderandwhenIturnedaround



Thembatookoffthegloveshehadon.

"Wehadnochoicebra,youweremakingrush

decisionsandweneededtotakeofyou."-

Themba.

BeforeIcouldrippedhisheadoffhisneck,Ifelt

lightheadedandcollapsedonthefloor.
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Igotoffthebed,ignoringthesorenessbetween



mythighsandmademywaytowardshim.

HewasbreathingheavilyandIwasterrifiedof

thestatehewasinbutheneededmycomfort

nowmorethenever.

Itouchedhisarmandheflinched.

"Stayawayfrom meHanna,I'mangry."He

growledbutIsteppedcloserandtriedtowrap

myarmsaroundbuthepushedmebackandI

fellonthefloor.Igotupandlookedathim.

"Stayfarfromme,packwhateveryouwillneed

wegoingbacktoKZN."Inoddedandwitha

shatteredheartwalkedintothebathroom.

LettingthewarmwaterwashmyskinIthought



ofallthepossiblewayofhowNkanyezi'smom

wouldhavedied.Shewasagoodpersoneven

thoughIknewherforashortperiodandhadthe

kindestofheartandherdyingshockedme.

Iwalkedoutwithatowelaroundmynakedness

andtheroomwasempty.GettingdressedI

mademywaydownstairsbuttherewasnosign

ofNkanyezibutanoteplacedonthefridgewith

amagnet.

"I'malreadygone.Thedriverwillescortyou.

Star."

Icreasedhishandwritingandthrewthepiece

ofpaperintothebin.Iwasn'tevenhungryasI

gotdressedwithaheadscarfandmademyway

tothecarthatwassupposetoescortme.



IgottothepalaceandIwasexhaustedand

hungry,everyonewasrushingaroundpreparing

forthefuneralandtheamountofcarsparked

showedthatalmostallthefamilymembers

werehere.

Iwalkedinwhilethedriverbroughtmyluggage

withhimandaauntwhowasthickwithaapron

andheadscarfstoodinfrontofmewithascowl.

"Isthisthetimetocomehere,whileeveryone

hasbeenslavingandyouwalkinherelikeMiss

Universe.Getaapronandstartworkingthat's

whyIwantedmynephewtomarryaZulugirl."I

swallowedhardandworetheapronshethrew

atmeandfollowedhertothekitchen.

Istaredchoppingsomecarrotswhileothers

choppeddifferentthingsandtheamountof



gossips.Itwasashametheydidn'tknowthatI

understandIsiZuluperfectly.

"Bukenjengathiuzofakusasa."Oneoftheaunts

saidandIhavehadenough.IwashungryasI

didn'tevenhavebreakfastandexhausted.

Iturnedandfacedthem.

"Lalelanilaninazifebe,ngicelaningiyekephansi.

ThisfamilychosemethemselvesandI

supposeNkanyeziisverycontentwithand

wenawhereisyourweddingyoutalkingabout

whoisrightforNkanyezi.Getmarriedfirstas

timeisrunningoutthenopenyourtrap.Now

theseveggiesareruiningmymanicure."

(Nowlistenhereyou'llbitches,canyou'lljust

leavemealone.)



Ileftthemshockedinthekitchenandwentup

tomyroomwhereIfoundAnele.

Shehuggedme.

"Areyougood?"Inoddedandsatdownonmy

bedremovingmyheels.

"HaveyouseenNkanyezi.Ivebeentryingtocall

himbuthedoesn'tseemtoanswer."Sheshook

herheadandsatdownnexttome.

"Look,stayawayfromNkanyezithesedays.He

ishurtinganddoesn'tknowhowtohandlehis

anger.Hemightenduphurtingyousojuststay

farawayfromhim."

Inoddedbutmyheartwasn'tatease.Iguess



thisisthetimeheneedsmemorethenever.

Wecoulddealwiththepainandangertogether.

Iworesomethingcomfortablewithaconverse

andmademybackdownstairsandbumped

intoawoman.Shetookastepbackandlooked

atme.

"Ohyou."Shemockedandfoldedherarmsin

frontofherchest.

"DoIknowyou?"IaskedasItookinher

appearance.Shehadanicethickbodywith

curvesinalltherightplacesandwaschocolate

inskincolour.

"Nobutyouaboutto.I'mSofiaNkanyezi's-"



"Babymama.Iveheardaboutyou.Wellam

Hannathewife."Ismiledthenmademyway

backdownstairsandcontinuedwiththe

veggies.

Theweddingtookacoupleofdaysandthe

queenwasfinallyputtorest.Shewasshotfour

timesonherchestanddidn'tsurvive.The

Dlamini'swerebreathingfireandrevengewas

oneverymen'sveins.Istayedinmyroommost

ofthetimeandNkanyeziseemedtonotsleep

atall.Hewalkedaroundwithsomuchanger,I

wasevenscaredtogreethim.

Itwastwoweeksafterthefuneralandthe

palacehaveclearedbutSofiaandhertwins

werestillaroundandthebabiesmightbethe

cutestangelsonearthbutSofiawasashedevil.



Igotoutofthebathroomwithabathrobeon

andNkanyezistoodtallatthebalconysmoking.

Ididn'tevenknewthathesmoked.

Igotdressedandwalkedouttohim.

"Hey."Isaidsoftlyandhelookedupwith

lifelesseyes.

"Hi,yougood."Inoddedandhetookadragthen

releaseditslowly.

"Noonehasbeenbotheringyou."Inodded

againthinkingabouthowtomurderSofiaand

buryherinthekraal.

"Youstillbeautiful."Hecreasedmyfacewith

bothhishandsafterdisposingthecigarettebud.



Iclosedmyeyesandenjoyedthesensationof

hishandsonmyskin.Imissedtosaytheleast

andIwantedmoresex.

Herubbedhislipsonminethenlookedbackat

me.

"Sobeautiful."Hebreathedthenkissedme

slowly.Hishandsrushingdowntomyboobs

andhegrabbedthemtightlyIgroaned.

Oneminutewewereonthebalconyandthe

nextIwasonmyfoursontopofthebedwhile

hehammeredintome.Thatwasnotlove

makingIthoughtashesnoredlightlyfast

asleepafterthefuckingsession.



Iremovedhisarmsoffmeandlimpedintothe

bathroomandhadanotherquickbath.Itried

ignoringthepainbetweenmythighssonoone

couldnoticeandnoquestionswillbeasked.

Isatdownlateatthebreakfasttableand

starteddishingformyself.

"Whyareyoulimping?"Ilookedupanditwas

Sofia.

"Ifellandtwistedmyankleandwhenareyou

leaving?"Hereyesshotopenandshehuffed.

"ThisisnotyourplaceandIcanstayaslongas

Iwant."-Sofia.

"Sofiatechnicallythekidscanstayhereaslong



astheywantbutnotyou.Ithinkitstimeyou

left."-MrDlamini.

Wewereallshockedthathejustspokeashe

spenthisdaysjuststaringatnothingafterthe

deathofhiswife.

Iwantedtojumpupandhighfivehimbutitwill

beinappropriate.
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Iwaswokenupbyaknockonthedoorand

pickingmyheadupfromthetable,Igroanedas

myneckwasstiffandmyfacewasonthebowl

ofcerealIwaseatingduringthenight.

Icrackedmystiffneckandmademywaytothe

door.OpeningitIfoundThembaandtherestof

theguyscarryingaunconsciousNkanyezi.

"Ohpleasekeephim.Hekeptmeawokeall

nightworryingabouthimwhilehewasout

partying.Youknowifyouallarenotoutofthis

placeintheneckfivesecondsI'morderingthe

guardstoopenfire."

Iscreamed.

"LookHannait'snotwhatyouthink?"-Themba.



Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedathim.

"Fourseconds."Itookthephoneonthewall

andplaceditonmyear.

"GuardsIhaveintruders,shoottokillinthenext

threeseconds."Theyleftwiththeirdrunkfriend.

Ishutthedoorandwentandcleanedaround

thehouse.

Ihadbreakfastthenstarteddoingresearchon

emptyplacesIcoulduseformyartgallery.I

wanttogetmypaintingsoutthereforpeopleto

beabletopurchaseandenjoy.

IhadsomegoodplacesthatIlovedsoIcalled

themandaskedforanappointment.Iwanted



theperfectplacewiththerightlightinganda

greatview.

Iwalkeddownstairsaftergettingdressed

properlyformymeetingwiththefirstestate

agentwhenNkanyeziwalkedinwalkinglikea

trainhasjustranoverhim.

"Whereareyougoing?"Wasthefirstthatleft

hismouthandIfoldedmyarms.

"Whereareyoucomingfrom?andwheredid

youspendthenightat?"-Hanna.

Herubbedhiseyesthenyawned.

"I'vehadatoughandyouarescreaming.NowI

won'taskagain,whereareyougoing?"Hewas



becomingangryandIhateangryNkanyezi.

"I'mgoingtocheckoutaspaceformyart

studio."Hesmiledthenmadehiswaytowards

me,encirclinganarmaroundmywaistand

crashingmeintohisbody.

"Youlooksexyinblack."-Nkanyezi.

Ipushedhimback,iwasn'tabouttofallforone

ofhistricks.

"NkanyeziI'malreadylatesoletmego."He

tappedhislipsandIplacedapeck.Hedidn't

movesoIgavehimafullkissthenrushedout

tothedoor.

"I'vealreadypreparedbreakfastandabathfor



youbutdon'tthankmeIwillexpectpayment

fromyousoon."Iheardhimchucklingthengot

inthecarwiththedriverandhedrovemetomy

destination.

*

"ThomasParker."HestickedouthishandI

shookit.

"HannaDlamini."Hegavemeaconfusedlook.

"I'mmarriedtoaZuluman."-Hanna.

"What'swrongwithus?"-Thomas.

Irolledmyeyes,sohewasgoingtostartthe



racistgame.

"You'llweakinbed,nowareyougoingtoshow

methetwoavailableplaces."-Hanna.

HetookmetothefirstplaceandIwasn't

feeling.Toosmallanditwillbecrowdedthen

thesecondoneIliked.Itwasneartheocean

withaspectacularviewwithitsfromroofto

floorglasswallsanditwasspacious.

"Beforeyoufallinloveyoujusthavetoknow

thatthisplaceisprettyexpensive."-Thomas.

Iturnedtoface.

"Iranmyhusbandabathandmadehim

breakfastthismorningsosurelyhebetterpay



upbybuyingthisbuilding."

Ileftandwenttohavelunchwiththegirlsthen

drovebackhome.

"Guys."Isaidastheywereallcrowdedinside

Nkanyezi'sstudy.

"Madam!"TheychantedandIgiggled.

IkissedNkanyezi'scheekthenwentdownstairs

topreparelunch.

TheyatewhileIturnedoneofthespareintomy

artroom.IwasstillpaintingwhenNkanyezi

walkedin.



"Justlikethat."Ilaughed.

"Iaskedtheguardstohelpmewithremoving

thefurniture.Areyourfriendsgone."He

noddedandsatdownnexttome.

"Whatisthis?"Heaskedreferringtomy

paintingandIsmiled.

"Marriage.Thebrideandgroomarewalking

towardsthesunsetwhichspeaksofhappily

everaftersbutthesunwillsoongodownand

thedark,coldnightwillcomeandthosearethe

problemstheywillbothexperience."Hesmiled

andturnedtome.

"Isthiscouplesomehowus?"Hemockedwitha

senseofhumor.



"Youwish."HetickledmeandIpouredhim

withtheredpaint.

"Youaretooticklishit'sfunny."-Nkanyezi.

"Mxm."

Wewentdownstairstomakedinnerthenretired

tobed.

IwasthefirstoneupandafterhavingabathI

wentdownstairstostartbreakfastwhenoneof

thebodyguardsentered.

"Goodmorningmam."Ifrowned,aren'tamtoo

youngtobeamam.



"Goodmorning,whatcanIdoforyou?"-Hanna.

"Thereisawomanbythegateandsheis

requestingtoseeyou."-Guard.

"Doyouknowwhoisshe?"Heshookhishead.

"Howdoesshelooklike?"

"Shelookslikeyouskinny,fairandyourrace."

Likemehowisthatevenpossible.

"Letherin."



Afterawhileanexactreplicaofmewalkedin.I

nearlyfainted.Shelookedexactlylike,itwas

likeIwaslookingatthemirror.

"HiI'mKimyourtwinsister."
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Ilaughed.

"Nkanyezi!"Iscreamedforhimandhecame

downstairsinhisgymattire.



Hestoodbehindmewithhishandsonmywaist

thenkissedmycheek.

"Morninghoneyandwhat'swithallthe

screaming?"Helookedupandhiseyescaught

thegirlinfrontofme.

"ThisisKimmytwinsister.Ihaveatwinsister

howexcited.Bitchwhoareyou?Andhowdid

youfindme?"Sheseemedtakenabackthen

straightenedherposture.

"IhiredaPIafterIfoundmybiologicalparents

theytoldmeaboutyouandhowwewere

separatedatbirthsoIdugaroundandhereI

am."-Kim.

Nkanyezihadhishandsonmyarmsandrubbed

themgentlytryingtocalmmedown.



"KimIdon'tknowyouanddon'twishtohavea

relationshipwithyouwhatsoever.Igrewupa

Cetshwayowithmyfamilyandasisterandnow

IwilldieaDlamini.Idon'tcareaboutmy

biologicalparents,Iwasn'tgoodenoughtobe

theirdaughtersotheygavemetopeoplewho

wantedmeandnowthatI'mwantedtheywant

me.I'msorryI'malreadywantedsoIcan'tallow

themtowantmetoo,mindmyEnglishbutI

supposeyoushouldleave,Ivesaidmybit."-

Hanna.

IturnedtoNkanyeziandkissedhischeek.

"Drivesafelytothegym."HenoddedandKim

clearedherthroat.

"Thisismycardcallmewhenyoureadytotalk."



Shewaltzoutwithherskinnybodyandflatarse

andIclickedmytongue.

"Thisflatarsehoe."Nkanyezishookhishead.

"You'llarethesameperson,likesheisacopyof

youanddarlingyouarealsoblessedwiththat

flatarse."Ifrownedandhekissedmyforehead.

"Thisgirlseemsdodgythough,Imeanshedid

findthesecrethousewhichisimpossible

becauseonlytheguysknowaboutthisplace

butshejustrockeduphere.Ihavetodigsome

factsabouther."-Nkanyezi.

"Andifsheisheretokidnapmeandtakeover

mylifesheisinforatreat."



"Andyouarejustmyfeistylittlewife."He

nuzzledonmyneckandIgiggledpushinghim

offme.

"GokeepthosemusclesinplaceorIwillleave

youanddatesomeoneelse."Imockedand

removedastrandofhairthatwasonmyface.

"Nowthat'swhereyouwrong?Wearenot

datingbutmarried,twokingdomsunited

becauseofus.AthronewaitingforyouandI

andapalacereadytobefilledwithchildrenso

thesweettruthisthatyoustuckwithmefor

life,tryleavingIwillfindyouandlockyouinside

thebasementfortherestofourlivesandjust

trydatinganothermanIwillchophisheadoff

andsendittoyouinaboxwithabow."

Heleftmethereconfusedandscared.Idecided



thatfoodcouldwaitforawhileasIneeded

answersfrommymother.

"Ohsheremembersshehasamother.Nowthat

sheismarriednomorephonecallsorvisiting.

Noit'sfinemybabyit'sfine,Iwillaskyourfather

togetmepregnantagainsincemylastborn

hasabandonedme."Thatwasthefirstthing

shesaidassheansweredthecall.

"Youcanhaveathousandmorechildrenbut

nonofthemwillbeacoolasmeandbeinga

babymotheryouknowIloveyoumorebutlet's

getseriousIhaveatwin."

ShelaughedandIcouldimagineherclapping

herhands.Mymomissuchadramaqueenbut

myloveforhergrowseachday.



"Unamangawena."(Youlie.)-Mom.

"Momaskinnybitchwithpaleskinanda

shwaphacameherethismorningandshelooks

exactlylikemebutI'mstillmorebeautifulthan

butmomsheisaphotocopyofme.Ihavemy

ownpersonalclone."Shelaughed.

(Shwapha-flatarse)

"TrustmemybabyifIknewyouwereatwinI

wouldhaveadoptedthebothofyoubutthat

womanonlygavemeyouandwatchoutfor

thatcloneshemightonedayactlikeyoujustto

getyourhusband."-Mom.

Ilaughed.



"Womanyouarefullofdrama.MomIhaveto

goandIloveandtelldaddyIlovehimtooand

don'tmakebabiesyouaretoooldforthat."

WebothhungupandIwasleftwithasmileon

myface.

*

KIM

Itookthecabbacktotherestaurantwithmy

hearshattered,sheislivingthegoodlifewitha

gorgeoushusbandandabighousewhileI'm

strugglingtomakeendsmeet.

Ipickedupmyphoneandamessageentered

andtwentythousandrandshavebeen



depositedintomyaccount.

Itookadeepbreathinandclosedmyeyesfora

shortprayer.Ineededthismoneywithafive

yearoldchildandrentneedingtobepaidthis

wasgoingtocomeinhandy.

UnlikeHanna,Iwasn'tadoptedbyarichroyal

family,I'veneverhadafamilyinmylifeafter

beingkickedoutoftheorphanageattheageof

eighteen.IwasfamiliarwiththestreetsbutI

grewupsufferingsoIadapted.Ifoundajobat

abrothelasawaitressandfromwaitering

tablesIendedupastripper.Iwasskinnywitha

killerbodyandbeinghalfJapanesehelped

sincetheywerefewofus.

IthenmetaguyIthoughtwasmyticketoutof

thissuffering.Rich,handsomeandspentthe



moneybuthedisappearedafterIfellpregnant

withIvyandthatwasfiveyearsagoandnowim

notonlyhustlingformyselfbutmybabytoo.

Ididn'twastetimegoingtothemalland

shoppingforasomethingtogetusthroughthe

month.ThentookataxibacktotheflatsIlivein.

IhatethisplacebuttherentischeapbutIwant

togetoutofhereassoonasIcanasIwon't

likemybabygirltogrowupinsuch

environment.

IknockedatroomnumberfortyfiveandIvyran

towardsmejumpingfromTannieMargaret's

laps.

Ithankedherandcollectedherthingsthenwent

tomyroom.ImadenoddlesforherwhileI

cookedapropermealwhenmyphonerang.



"Viper."Ibreathedasthismanscaredmeto

deathbutIvaluesmylifemore.

"Youdidagoodjob,thebugsyouplantedare

workingasacharmbutIgotanotherjobforyou.

GetclosetotheMrsorlet'ssayyourtwinsister

sowhenIstrikeagainnoonewillsuspecta

thing.Iwilltripleyourpayment."

Ineededthemoneysoyes.

"I'min."

"Goodgirl,iwillfetchyoutomorrow."-Viper.

ShiversrandownmyspineasIthoughtabout

thedangersI'mgettingintobutI'mdoingallof



thisforIvy.
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It'swasinthemorningandwiththekicthen

packed,Icouldmakeaproperbreakfast.

Ivywasrunningthehousegiggling.Thedoor

bellrangandIattendedtoit.

"Youlivehere."Shesaidwithherarmsaround

herchestandwhileIwasstillshockedbyher



beingatmyfrontdoorshemadeherwayin.

Shewasbeautifulinjeans,ahoodieand

sneakers.Herhairwasinabun.Shehada

expensivelookingleatherhandbagandIstared

atthebodyguardshehadbeforeshuttingthe

doorandturningtowardsherasshewalked

aroundmysmallflat.

"IknowyouareuptosomethingandIfearfor

you.Myhusbandisaverydangerousmanand

hecouldwipeyououtofthisearthinaflash."

Shesmiledandstaredatme.Shelookedyoung

andcarefreeandcouldfitperfectlyatuniversity.

IwishIwastheoneadopted,Ienviedherlife.

Mybabywalkedinandfrozeasshestood

betweenthetwoofus.



"Mami."ShesaidwhilelookingbetweenHanna

andI.

Icroucheddownandpickedherup.

"Youhaveababy,thatscute.Sheiscute."She

lookedadoringlyatIvywhostillwasconfused

betweenthetwoofus.

Sheturnedtoherbagandtookoutthreestacks

ofmoneywrappedinelasticbands.

"Idon'thowmuchthereistherebutifyouuseit

wiselyyoumightliveagoodlife.Whateveryou

areplanningagainstmeyouareplanning

againstmyhusbandandtrusthewillkillyou

andyourlittleIvywillbelefttosuffer."She



smiledthenpinchedmycheek.

Thenwalkedout.

Iwasleftbewilderedandmaybeshe's

right,maybeIdon'tneedthequickcashIwillget

fromViper.

Iwenttothebundleofmoneysheleftandit

wasalot.Icouldtryandmaybefulfillmydream

ofowningasalononeday.

Itookallofitandplaceditunderthemattress

thencalledViper.

"Kim,Kim,Kim"Igiggled.



"Ican'tdoitViper,Ican'tspyonHannaandher

husband."

Therewassilenceforawhileandmyheart

wantedtopopoutofmychest.Iknewhewasa

ruthlessmurdered,adruglordandalotofother

badthingsandIknewhecouldendmylifeina

flash.

"YouaregoingtobemyspyandI'mnotasking

you."HegrowledandItookabreathin.

"I'msorrybutIcan'tgetinvolved."Isaidwitha

shakybreath.

"Youdon'twantthatcutelittlebabyofyoursto

dienowdoyou."-Viper.



"Viperdon'tdragIvyintothis.Shehasdone

nothing."Iwasnowangry.Hecan'tinvolve

Ivy,sheisinnocent.

"KimIcanbeaverybadmansokeeptesting

me."Icouldn'tallowhimtoforcemetodo

somethingIdon'twanttodo.

"I'msorryViperbutIreallycan't."Ihungup

beforehecouldutteranotherword.

IturnedtoIvyandshehadawhitepowderall

overherandthefloor.

Irushedtomybabyinpanick.

"Wheredidyougetthis?Didyoueatitbaby."I

saidwipingherhandsandfacethenrushedto



thefridgeforsomemilkandhelpedherdrinkit.

Iwasnowterrifiedmybabymayhave

swallowedcocaineandshemaydiebecauseof

me.

IputonmyshoesandtookIvy'sjacket.

ItooksomemoneyfromthestackthatHanna

gavemeandrusheddownstairs.

StoppingataxitooksometimeandsoonIwas

onthewaytothehospitalwithascreaming

baby.

WhenIgottheretheyattendedherfastand

whileIsatatthereceptionwithtearsflowing

downmycheeksthedoctorcameoutwitha



whitewoman.Itoldthemeverythingasmy

childlifewasindangerandhidingthefactthat

shecouldhaveswallowedcocainemayhave

resultedinherdying.

"MissKim,IwilllikeyoutomeetClarissaDonna

sheisasocialworkerandincaseswherea

child'slifeinplacedinsuchdangerit'sthe

hospital'spolicytocontactchildservices."-

Doctor.

Igotupandlookedatthetwoofthemthen

shookmyhead.

"You'llcan'ttakeIvysheismysoulandthiswas

ahonestmistakeplease.Itwillneverhappen

again."Ibegged.

"Mamyourchildwillbeinsafehandsuntilwe



areverysurethatyouareafitmotherforher."-

Clarissa.

Shegavemeacard.

"Thisismynumberandwewillbeincontact."

TheyturnedtoleaveandIburstoutcrying.

*

HANNA

Iwasstandinginfrontofthemirrordrying

myselfasIgotoutoftheshowerandNkanyezi

wasalloverme.

"Yousmellgood."Hewhisperedbeforebiting

myear.



"Getoffme."Ipushedhimawayandstartedto

lotionmybodywhilehestaredatmelikeaplate

ofmeat.

"Wherewereyouthismorning?"Itookabreath

inandsighed.

"Areyoustalkingme?"Itriedswayinghismind

awayfromthematter.

"AnswermeHanna!"

Iturnedandwalkedtowardshimbuttnaked

thenstoodinfrontofhim.Menareweakwhen

itcomestoawoman'sbodyandI'mgonnause

whatGodgaveme.



"IwenttoseeKim."Hisfacechangedinstantly.

"Youaretestingme,Hanna."Ikeptquiet.He

eyestravelledfrommyfaceallthewaytomy

toes.

"I'msorrybutIhadtowarnheroff."Ikneeledin

frontofhimandpulleddownhiszipper.He

eyeswentdowntomyhands.

"Areyouseducingmemywife?"Ishookmy

headandgavehimainnocentlook.

HegotupabitandIbroughtbothhispantsand

boxersmid-thigh.Hisshaftwasalready

standingandIsmiledtomyselfjuststaringat

him.



Iwrappedbothmyhandsaroundhismember

andhegroanedandImovedthemupanddown

slowlyandhiseyesclosedandhelaidbackon

thebed.

Ithenplacedmymouthonhistipthensuckhim

beforegoingupanddownuntilIfoundarhythm

andhewasmoaningloudwhilehishandsfist

myhair.Hepulledmyfacecompletelyupwhen

hewasabouttoreachhisclimaxandgotmeto

holdtheedgeofthebedwhenhisknee

separatedmythighsandslammedintome.I

gaspedasIwasn'treadyfortheassaultbut

pleasurequicklykickedinandmymindwasin

ecstacy.

Iwokeuplaterwhenthesunwasabouttoset

andmylegswereweakandwobbly.Everytime

wehavesexit'slikehewantstoremindmethat

hewasthereandIwashis.



Imadedinnerandwentbackupstairsfora

showerandwhenIwalkedintomyroommy

phonerang.

"Hello."Itwasaunknownnumber.

"Hannait'sme,Kim.Ineedyourhelp."
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HANNA

Iwasinbluejeansandasweaterthenmy

sleepers.



BeforeIcouldopenthedoorsomeonecleared

theirandIturnedaroundtofindNkanyeziwith

hishugearmsfoldedacrosshischest.

"Uyaphimfazi."Ismilednervouslyandwalked

towardshim.Helookedscarywhenhisserious

butstillhandsome.

(Whereareyougoing,Woman!)

"NkanyeziIjustreceivedacallfromKim,sheis

cryingandatthehospital.Somethingabouther

daughter.Idon'tknow."Heshookhisheadand

Iknewhewasn'tpleased.

"Wereyouthinkingoftellingme?"-Ishookmy

headthenlookeddown.



"Nowthat'stheproblemwithyou,youdon'tthink

andI'mtheonewhoalwayshavetobegtobe

involveinyourlife.Youbetterstoplivingyour

ownlife,youarenowmywifeandwebetterbe

openwitheachother."

Icontinuedlookingatthefloor,findingahuge

amountoffascinationatit.

"I'msorry."Isaidandhecuppedmyfaceand

kissedmyforehead.

"Nowgogetmycarkeysandlet'sgorescue

yourclone."Igiggledandwithinthirtyminutes

wewererushingintothehospital.

"I'mlookingforKim."Isaidandthereceptionist



justlookedatme.

"Kimwhomam."BeforeIcouldanswerher,

someoneheldmyhandandIturnedaround

findingKimwholookedlikeamess.

"TheygonnatakemychildHanna.Theygonna

takeIvyandIcan'tallowthat."Shewrappedher

armsaroundmeandstartedwailing.

Ihuggedherbackforawhilethenshepulled

away.

"TellmeeverythingsoIcanhelpyou."

IlookedatNkanyeziwhowassobored.



"Ivyswallowedcocaineandnowsocialservices

wanttotakeherawayfrommeuntiltheyprove

thatI'mafitmother."

Cocainereally.

"Maybetheyshouldtakeherawayforbeing

reckless."-Nkanyezi.

IgavehimonelookthenturnedtoKim.

"I'mgonnahelpyoubutwearegoingtodo

everythingmyway.Understand!"Shenodded

andItookNkanyezi'shandandpulledhimaway

.

"Ineedyourhelp,please."Ibeggedhimbuthe

justlookedatme.



"Shehasn'thadafamilyforeverandIguessI'm

theonlypersonandIwantbegoodtoher

pleaseNkanyezi.Iwilldoanything."

"Anything?"HesmirkedandInodded.

"Okayletmemakeafewcalls."

Hedisappearedandcamebackanhourlater

withawhitemanwhowascarryingIvy.

"Shehasbeenreleasedbutwillhavetoremain

withyoursisterwhileyouareinrehab."The

whitemansaidandhandedIvyovertome.

"Rehab.Whatrehab?I'mnotanaddictIonlyuse

itwhenIgotowork."-Kimyelled.



"It'stheonlywayorsocialservicesaregoingto

takeyourchild."

Aftersomeconvincingshefinallyagreedtogo

torehabandwewerenowonourwayhome

withIvywhohasfinallyfellasleepaftercrying

hereyeballsoutwhenhermotherwastaken

away.

IknewNkanyeziwasntpleased,livingwith

someoneelse'schildbuthechosetokeepquiet.

Hedidn'tcomeintothehousewithusandwent

towork.

Icarriedhertothesparebedroomand

snuggledherundertheblankets.



Iwentdownstairstocookdinnerthenwentto

myartroomtogetsomepaintingsdone.I

wantedmystudiotobebuzzingbythetimeI

openthedoor.

AnhourlaterIwasgivingIvyabathandgother

dressesinoneofmysweatersandsocks.I

didn'tevenremembertogetherclothesoreven

whathersurnamewas.

Shewasaquietchildandwehaddinner

togethersinceNkanyeziwasnowheretobe

seenandhisphonetookmestraightto

voicemail.Wewatchedtvwithwarmmilkand

cookiesthenItookhertobedbutshewasn't

sleepysinceshespenthalfofthedayasleep.

Sowepaintedtogether.



Bythetimeitwasten,Iwasalreadycarryingher

tobedandwalkedtomyroomandcalledAnita.

"What'sthematter?"SheaskedandIsighed.

"Idon'tknowwhereNkanyeziis?Andheisnot

answeringhisphone."-Ilamented.

"Don'tworryIwillaskSandile."Aftersome

shuffling,shegavemetheanswerthattheyleft

himatworkandhe'sfine.

Sohejustdidn'twanttocomehome.Was

helpingKimamistake.Imeansheismysister

eventhoughIknownothingaboutherandI

couldn'tjustthrowhertothewolves.

Isleptwithaheavyheartandanoverthinking



mind.

Inthemorninghewashomewithhisarmsright

aroundmeandanemptyplateonthenight

stand.

That'swhatIloveabouthim,nomatterhowlate

hegetshomehealwayseatsmyfood.Ikissed

hischeekthengotoffhisarmsandwentto

checkonIvy.

Shewasseatedonwindowcouchlooking

outside.

"Morning."Sheturnedaroundandsmiled

revealingherdeepdimples.Shewasverypretty.

"GoodmorningAuntyHanna.Whenismomma



comingback?"Ismiledandsatdownnextto

her.

"Mommawillbebackinacoupleofmonths

butIwilltakecareofyouokay."Shenodded

thengiggled.

"Youlooklikemomma."Ipinchedherplumpy

cheeks.

"I'mhertwinandsometwinslookverymuch

alike.Youknowwhat,imgonnadiemyhaira

differentcoloursoyouwillknowI'mHanna."

Shenoddedenthusiastically.

"Whatcolourdoyousuggest?"IaskedasI

pickedherupandbumpedintoNkanyeziatthe

door.



"Pink,Ilikepink."IlookedatNkanyeziandhe

shookhishead.

"Yougoodwiththem.Ishouldgiveyoumyown

kids."Ifrownedandheplacedakissonmylips.

"Euwww!"IvygrimacedandbothNkanyeziandI

laughed.

"I'mneverkissingaboy."-Ivy.

"Youbetternot."Nkanyezisaidrufflingherhair.

WewentdownstairsandwhileImadebreakfast

theybothweretalkingaboutdifferentcars

whileNkanyezishowedherpicturesonhis

tablet.



Cars,reallysheisagirl.

Therewasaharshknockonthedoorand

Nkanyezigotuptoopenit.

"SoyouliveinluxurywhileIsuffermorning

sicknessesandswollenfeet."ExplodedSenele

whoworeatightdressthatshowedherswollen

stomach.

Nkanyezi'shandclenchedintoafistandhisjaw

clenchedandunclenched.Hiseyesnowfrosty

anddark.

Howcanapersongofromhappytoserialkiller

typeofscary.



"Senelehowdareyoudisrespectmyhouse."-He

roaredandshefoldedherarmsonherchest.

"Iwantamonthlyallowanceforyourchildand

youtobepresentatallthedoctor's

appointmentsandaapartmentandayoga

instructorwithadieticianandapersonal

nurse."Hepickeduphishandtoslapherbut

stoppedhalfwayandclosedhiseyes.

"HannatakeIvyandgoupstairs."Ididn'teven

argueasthiswasadifferentaideofNkanyezi

thatIhaveneversaw.Whilewewerewalkingup

thestairstherewasloudsoundthenSenele's

criesandIranfurtheruptoIvy'sroomand

lockedthedoor.

IwasonceabusedbyOkuhleandIneverwish

thatonanyone.
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HANNA

HewalkedintomyIvy'sroomfumingwhileI

heldthelittleIvyinmyarms.Iwasscaredas

thememoriesofOkuhlebatteringmecame

crashingback.Hewasbrutal,thepunchesand

kicksandnoonenoticedforyearsorIjust

lockedmyselfupuntilIwentbacktoschooland

momanddadwerealwaysatthismeetingor

thatmeeting,slicingthisproblemsotheydidn't

noticemostthings.



"Hanna."Hewhispered,hisfacesofteningand

gettingontothebed.Iclosedmyeyesandtried

tocalmdownmybreathing.

"Iwon'thurtyou."HesaidsincerelyandIcould

seeitinhiseyes.HeremovedIvyfrommyarms

andtookmeintoatighthugandIletmytears

flowasIgrippedhimtightly.

HewalkedoutoftheroomwhilecarryingandI

hatedthis.Ihatenothavingcontrolofmy

emotionsorbeingsoweak.

ThisOkuhlethingisfrom.solongagobutit's

stillsofreshinmymind.

Westayedineachother'sarmswithnoword



beingsaidandmysobshavedeclined.Iheld

himlikehewasabouttovanish.

"Iloveyou."IsaidasIlaidonhischestandhis

breathingstopped.

"Youloveme."-Nkanyezi.

"Yes,Iloveyou.I'vegottensousedtoyouIdon't

thinkIwillbeabletolivewithoutyou.Don't

breakmyheart."Hekissedmyhairthenpulled

mecloserintohim.

"I'mneverlettingyougo."-Nkanyezi.

Silence.



Isatupandwipedmydriedeyesandstaredat

himsmiling.

"Pinkhairwillreallysuit."-Nkanyezi.

Ilaughedheisjokingand

Ilovehisplayfulside.

"IsSenelereallycarryingyourchild?"Iasked

andhisjawclenched.Hedidn'tlikethis

conversationbutweweregoingtohaveitno

matterwhat.

"Maybe..."-Nkanyezi.

"Thatmeansyousleptwithher."-Hanna.



HissilentandI'mfuming.Thethoughtofhim

withanotherwomanandthathappenstobehis

brother'swife.

"Whatwereyouthinking,Nkanyezi?SheisVusi's

wifeforheaven."Hegotupandleft.

Ihatethatabouthim.Hecan'tcommunicate,he

getsangryandthenwalksaway.

Iwasn'tgoingtofollowhim,soIgotintomy

pyjamasandwentintobed.

Hisphoneisringingandit'snowstartingto

irritateme.

"Hello."Ianswered.



"Nkanyezi..."

It'safemale,ohlordI'mgonnalosemymind.

FirstSenelenowher.Whoeversheis?

"Nohiswife,Nkanyeziisnotaround."She

endedthecallimmediatelyandItookmy

phone,copiedhernumberandtookSenele's

numbertoo.

Iplacedhisphonebackonthenightstandand

wenttosleepwithabustymind.

Morningcameandhisbackwithhisbigarms

tightarmstightaroundmytinybody.

Ipushedhimoffthebed,HowImanagedto

pushhisbigbodyIdon'tknowbuthewason



thefloorwhenIwalkedtoIvy'sroom.

Igotthereandshewasjumpingonthebed.

"Morningmomma'stwin."-Ivy.

Igiggledandgotheroffthebed.

"CallmeAuntyHanna."ShenoddedandItook

hertothebath.

WeweredoneinabitandIwentandwashed

myfacethenbrushedmyteeth.Nkanyeziwas

intheshower.

BreakfastwasdoneandIvyandIwerealready

eatingwhenNkanyeziwalkedtothebreakfast



table.

"Goodmorning."-Nkanyezi.

Irolledmyeyesthenmumbleda'morning'back.

Ivywashyperactivethismorningandsheis

usuallyscaredofNkanyezibuttheywere

chattingawayleavingmeangrybymyself.

WhywasIevenangry?

"IwanttomeetupwithSenele."Hestoppedand

placedhisforkdown.

"Ifsheiscarryingyourchild,itwillonlybefair

thatshegetstreatedproperly.Iwillgivehera

monthlyallowance,takehertoayogaclassand

gotoeverydoctor'sappointmentshehasand



theonlytimeyouwillseeiswhentheDNA

resultscomebackthenthereSofia.Shebetter

knowthatI'mtheMrsandsheisthebaby

mama.Iwilldealwithherfromnowonwards

anddon'tyoudaresayshit.Ifshedoesn'twant

that,thenI'mfilingforcustodyofthekidsand

theyaremovinginwithusthentherewasa

bitchcallingyoulastNkanyeziIswearifsheis

yourgirlfriendiwillbutcherher."IturnedtoIvy

andsmiled.

"Wedon'tuseadultwordslikebitchokay."She

nodded.

"TodayIvyandIaregoingshoppingtheninthe

afternoonI'mvisitinghermotherwouldyou

needanything."Heshookhishead.

"AndthegirlwhocalledismyPAnothingis



happening."-Nkanyezi.

Inodded.

"Iloveyouevenwhenyougoallcrazyonme."

Hewalkedfromtheotherendofthetablethen

kissedme.

"Euwww."Webothbrokethekissandsmiled.

"Iwillseeyoulaterandabouttheotherwomen

youareinchargeandtonightIneeda

massage.".Ismiledandpeckedhislips.

"IloveyouMrDlamini."Isaidandtouchedhis

face.



"IloveyouMrsDlamini."Hefinishedhis

breakfastandwenttowork.

ItookIvyforashoppingspreeandlaterwe

wenttovisithermother.

Sheburstoutintearswhenwesatinfrontof

herandnearlysuffocatespoorIvy.

"IvygositonthosecouchIwanttotalktoyour

aunt."ShenoddedandtookTeddy,apink

teddybearIboughtforher.

"Youdyedyourhairrainbow."Inoddedandran

myfingersthroughit.

"Why?"-Kim.



Ishrugged.

"SoIdon'tlooklikeyou."Sheshookherhead.

"IneedtotellyousomethingHanna.Thereare

somebugsIplantedthefirstdayIsawyouand

IhavebeenworkingforamanViperwhowants

totakedownyourhusband.ItoldIcan'tdo

anythinganymorebutheisthreateningme.He

camehereearlierandpromisedtokill.Please

youhavetoleavenowandtellyourhusband.

Hislifeisindanger."-Kim.

Beforeshecouldsayanotherword.Iwasout

withIvyandthedriverdrivingustoNkanyezi's

workplace.

Igotlotofstrangelooks,probablybecauseof

myhairbutIlookedhot.



IknewwherehisofficewassoIdidn'tbother

withthereceptionist.Takingtheprivate

elevatorup.Ibargedintotheboardroomandall

eyesturnedtome.

Nkanyezi'seyesnearlypoppedout.

"NkanyeziIneedtotalktoyou."Hewasstill

frozen.

Itookhisarmsanddraggedhimoutofthe

boardroomthenwalkedbackin.

"I'msorryforthe

disturbance.Wifeproblems."Iranbacktohis

office.



"It'saboutaguynamedViper."Therehiseyes

turnedcoldandjawstightened.
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HANNA

IvyandIweresenthome.Securitywastripled

andwecouldn'tgoanywhere.Iwasnow

frustrated,afterpaintingwithIvyandspending

theentiredytogether.Igotbored,Iwantedto

getsomefreshairbuteachtimeIstoodlooking

outofthemirrorIfoundthesemeninsuitswith

bigguns.



IclosedallthecurtainssoIvywouldn'tbeable

tofaceanyofthis.

"Momma'stwinisUncleStarcominghome

soon."

Ididn'tknow.HejustsentmehomeafterItold

himallthatKimknewandacoupleofguys

cameandscannedthehouseandfounda

coupleofbugsthenitwasthebodyguards.

"Idon'tknowmybabybuthewillbebackbefore

youwakeupinthemorning."Shesmiledand

continuedeatingherdinner.

IdishedupforNkanyeziandplaceditinthe

ovensoitishotwhenhegetsback.



WewatchedtvthenIsendhertobedafter

warmmilkandcookies.

I'malone.ThebedistoobigandImisshim.His

armstightlyaroundme,kissingmyhairand

bitingmyearuntilIfallalseeporthesexthe

goodsex.IfindmyselfsmilingasIsnuggle

underthecovers.

*

It'slateandthedooropens,imalightsleeperso

Ijerkupandheisintheroom.Astallasheis

standingbythedoorwiththeplateoffoodIleft

intheoven.

Ismileandwalksoverkissesmyforeheadand



looksatmyhairbeforeaskinghisheadand

gettingintobedafterremovinghisshoes.I

noticeheisnotintheclotheshehadonearlier

butIdon'tasknothingandjustsnuggleintohis

bodyandclosemyeyeswhileheeats.

"GoodnightMrsDlamini."Imumblesgoodnight

andhekissesmycheeksbeforeremovingmy

nightdress.HehatesclothesonthebedandI

havelearnttodealwiththat.

InthemorningIwakeupwiththebedempty

andIfreak.It'saSaturdayandheusuallystay

homeonSaturdayjusttospendtimewithme

butheisgone.

Thedooropenandhewalksinwithaapron.I

smileandsitupandhekissesmylipsbefore

placingthetrayonthenightstand.



Iwenttobrushmyteethandwashmyfacethen

walkedbacktothebedroom.

"Howareyoudoing?"HeaskedandIsmiled.

"I'mhappy,thefoodtastesgreatIthoughtyou

weregoingtokillme."-Hanna.

Heshookhishead.

"Nicehair."Hewasbeingsarcastic.

"IlikeitandIlookhotinit,admititNkanyezi."He

kissedmyhead.

"Youwilllookgoodinevenpurplehair."-



Nkanyezi.

Ilookedathimandheshookhishead.

"Don'tgopaintingyourhairpurplenow."I

laughed.

"Wherewereyouyesterday?"Hefrowned.

"I'mgoingtocheckonIvy."Igotupchanging

subjectashewasn'tgoingtotellmeanything.

WhenIwasatthedoorhecaughtmyarmand

turnmearoundcrashingmeintohischest.

"SomethingsIcan'tsharewithyouforyourown

safety.Thelessyouknowthebetter.Ihate



myselfbecauseofthatbutit'sforyourown

good"Hekissedmylips,hishandstravelingto

mypantiesbutIstoppedhim.

"IneedtocheckonIvy."HegroanedwhenI

brokethekissandrushedout.

Wespentthedayatthepool,eatingthen

swimming.Nkanyeziisnotmuchofaswimmer

sohejustdippedhislegsin.

Ilovehim.

ThatIknowbutscared.Scaredthathewilllose

interestlikehedidwiththeotherwomen.

"Yourmindissomewhereelse."Ilookedupat

himandwrappedmyarmsaroundhistorso.

"I'mfine,justoverthinking."



Henoddedwithafrownthenhesmiled.

"Howisyourstudiogoing?"

Hedoesn'tcare,Iknowhedoesn'tashesees

measahousewifeforlifebutsittingaroundin

abigmansiondoingnothingalldaygetsboring.

"Good,I'vefoundaninteriordesignerwhowill

behelpingmewithdesigningthestudio."

Hesmilesthenkissmyforehead,thenmy

cheeksandnose.

"Iwillgiveyoumoneyandyoucandrawallday

ifyouwant."Hesmirkedandwalksoff.



Hejustdoesn'tunderstandart.

I'mpreparingdinnerwhenthedoorbellrings

andNkanyezianswersit.

"Father,youcame.Welcome."

Ifreeze,whatishedoinghereandwhywasn'tI

toldabouthimcominghere.

Iwipemyhandsandwalktowheretheyare

standingandchatting.

"Makotiandlookathowbeautifulyouare."

HeshakesmyhandandIsmile.



"Sidlan'namhlanje."(Whatareweeating

tonight.)

Imentallyrollmyeyes.Zulumenandtheirfood.

Weallgatheredaroundthetableandbabais

talkingtoIvy.Theyhititoffandheisalready

grandpa.

"SowhenamIreallyhavingmyown

grandchildren."HesaysthatlookingatmeandI

gulp.

DoItellhimamoncontraceptives.Idon'twant

togetpregnant,notnow.I'mstillgettinguseto

beingsomeone'swifeandnowIhavetobea

mother.



"I'mnotgettinganyyougetandwhenIleaveI

wantmythronetobeleftingoodhand.Soyou'll

betterhurryasyourfirstchildwillbekingor

queen."

Dinnercontinuesandwewerenowpreparing

forbed.Igotthespareroomreadyforour

visitorthenwentforwarmmilkandcookies

thenmademywaytomyhusband.

"Weshouldconsultadoctor.Aspecialistsowe

couldspeedtheprocess."

Ishookmyhead.

"I'mnotready,Nkanyezi."Helooksatmewith

thatlook.



"youcan'tdenymekidsHanna."Andheleft.
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HANNA

HewalkedbackintobedatmidnightandI

wasn'tasleep.

Irantohimthemomenthesteppedintothe

roomandwrappedmyarmsaroundhim.

"Whyaren'tyouinbed?"Icheckedhimifhewas



okay.

"Iwasworried,NkanyeziitsnotlikeIdon'twant

tohavekidsatall,nowisjustnotthetime."

Hejustgotupandwentintotheclosestcoming

backinhispyjamas.

Heneverwearsthem,healsowalksintobed

withhisthingsallreadyforme.

Iremovedmyrobeandgotintobednaked.

Iwantedtomakelovewithhimbuthewasn'tin

themoodbutIdidmarryhimsoIhaverightsto

hismanhood.



Iranmyfingersonhispackandheremoved

them.Itouchedhisshouldersandhegaveme

hisback.

Iwasn'tgivingup.Igotontopofhimand

crossedtotheothersidesoIcanfacehim.

"HannaIwanttosleep."Iwenttohisjoystick

andhewasup.

"Okaygotosleep."

Igotundertheblanketsandtookhispantsoff.

"Whatareyoudoing?"

Heasked.



"Gotosleep,Iwillbebusydownhere."

Iheardhimchucklethenputhimintomymouth.

HegrabbedmyhairandIgotupandstaredat

him.

"HaiboIthoughtyouweresleeping."

Hegroanedandflippedmeover.

*

Iwokeupinbetweenhismiackesandsmiledto

myself.Itwassixandbysevenbreakfasthadto

beread.

Alongskirt,longsleevetshirt,headscarfthen



wentdownstairs.Itwasblazinghotoutsidebut

ihadtocoverallthehickeysihadaroundmy

body.

IwasdonewhenhewalkeddownandIfirst

gavehimhisteathenwenttocallNkanyeziand

Ivyforbreakfast.

"SoI'vebeenthinkingthatonceyougive

Nkanyezihisfirstchildthethronewillbehis."

Lord,thisbabything.

"OhIremembermywifewhenhewaspregnant

withNkanyeziandthatweirdavocadoandhot

saucesheusedtocrave.Thenthemorning

sicknessesandswollenfeet,temperandsexall

thetime."



AndNkanyeziwantsmetogothroughthat.

LateronIvyandIvisitedAnitaatherplaceas

shewashostingthegettogetherlunch.

Ivywashijackedfrommethemomentwe

enteredbythekidsandIjoinedthegirlsinthe

kicthen.

"Sowhoisthelittlecutie?"Amandawasthe

firsttoask.

"Imeanyouarenotthetypetohavealonglost

childbutthatgirllooksexactlylikeyou."

Irolledmyeyesandsippedmywine.



"Maybeit'stimeyoustartedmindingyourown

business."-Samantha.

"Ivyisnotmybaby.Sheismyniece,Ijustfound

outIhaveatwinsisterwhoisidenticaltome

andsheiscurrentlyinrehabwhileIlookafter

her."

"AndNkanyezijustallowedthat.Heusually

hateskids."-Amanda.

"HehastwokidsandtrustmeIvyandNkanyezi

arethebestoffriends."

Thisgirlwasstartingtoboreme.

"SoAmandaanyonespecialinyourlifeoryou



stillaftermarriedman."Shepoppedhereyes.

Sheisbeautiful,naturallyandthenshegoesand

putsomuchmakeup.

"Maybeyoushouldstartdealingwiththatshit

onyouhead."-Amanda.

"Myshitisbetterthenmakeup.Imeangirlyou

looklikearetiredclown,gowashyourface

beforeyouscarethekids."

PresciousgiggledandAmandagotupand

threwherglassofwineonthefloor.

ShecamechargingatandIgotup.MindyouI

wasinheels.



Onekicktothefaceshewasdown.

"Amandayouarecrazydidyoujusttrytofight

withaChinese.Thesepeoplepracticekaratein

theirmother'swomb."
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WeallrushedtothedinningroomandThando

washelpingAmandawithiceonhercheekand

Hannawasdrinkingwine.



Irushedtoherandtooktheglass.

"Youcan'thavewinewhilewearetryingfora

baby."

Sherolledhereyes.

"Yourfuckenbitchhitme."ShoutedAmanda

makingherwaytowardsmysideandIclosed

myeyes.Doesn'tshegetit.

"Firstlymybeautifulwifeisnotabitch.Shewas

avirginwhenImarriedherandsecondlyshe

wouldn'thavejusthityouwithnoreason.You

mighthaveprovokedherorshewasdefending

herself."



Icroucheddowntobeonherlevelandcupped

herface.

"Areyoufine?"Shepouted.

"Wheredoesithurt?"Shepointedtoherneck

andIkissedit.

"Whereelse?"

ShetouchedherlipsandIkissedher.

"Getaroomguys."-Sandile.

Shegiggled.

"Amandadon'tmesswithmywife,shedoes



karate."

Amandarolledhereyes.

"YesIhaveablackbelt."-Hanna.

Ilookedather.

"Ithoughtitwasgreen."

Sheclickedhertongue.

"Uyabhorayaz'"(Youboring."

Ipinchedhercheeks.



"Nowwhatwereyoufightingfor?"-Andile.

"ShesaidIlookedlikearetiredclownandI

mustwashmyfacebeforeIscarethekids."-

Amanda.

"WasIlying?"Everyonekeptquiet.

"Youknowwhatyouhaveturnedintoabig

pussysinceyoumarriedher.Whatshesays

goes?Sheisfuckencont..."Shedidn't

completedhersentencewhenHannathrewa

slapatherthatshelandedonthefloor.

ShewasabouttojumponherwhenIheldher

back.

"Callmymanapussyagain.Iwillchopyour



pussyoff."-Hanna.

"Ithinkweshouldgohome."

Isaidthrowingherovermyshoulder.

"No,I'msorryIwon'thitanyone,Nkanyezi

please."

Iplacedherintothecarthenlockeditbefore

goingtolookforIvy.Whowasplaningtosleep

overwithAnita'sdaughterIminathi.They

alreadysettheirbedandhowshewasgoingto

wearImi'spyjamas.

Ihadtoalsocarryheroutandpromisethem

thattheywillhaveasleepover.



Shepouted.

Thatwasn'tgoingtowork.

"Istillloveyoueventhoughyouareangry."I

smiled.

Thiswoman.

IlookedatIvyandshehadherarmsfoldedand

staringdaggersatme.

"Youwon'tkillme,Ivy."

Hernoseflaredarmshelookedoutthewindow.

WegothomeandIvytookhernapwhileHanna



preparedalatelunchformyfather.Weallate

andmyfatherannouncedthathewillbeleaving

lateronandIcouldn'tbehappier.

Iwantedtohavesexwithmywifealloverand

withhimitwasimpossible.

Whenhefinallyboardedhiscar,Irushedto

Hanna'spaintingstudioandsatinfrontofher.

Sheignoredme.

"Iwantustotalk."

Isaidandshelookedupputtingeverythingshe

hadaway.



"Thebabyissue."

Inodded.

"I'mscared.Iwassentforadoption,Imayhave

grewupinagoodfamilybutwhatifIbecame

Kim.HowcanIpossiblyloveababy."-Hanna.

"butyoucanloveme."Sheshookherhead.

"WhatifImiscarryorIcan'thavebabiesthen

youwillgofindanotherwife.WhatifIbecomea

badmotherorwebothdieandourkidgrowsup

withoutparents,whatmycontraceptives

preventsmefromhavingbabiesforever."

Hannaisofficiallycrazy.



"Youareoncontraceptives."

Shesmilednervously.Thennodded.

"AndhereIwasplanningongivingittoyou

everynight.Getridofthosethings.Wehaveto

consultprofessionalstohelpusconceive

quickly."

ShelookedscaredandIwrappedmyarms

aroundher.

"youevil,youjustwantmetoloosemyfigure

andmysmallboobs."Ilaughedandkissedher

hair.

"Whatifourbabycomesoutwithpinkhairor

shehasmybeautifuleyesandnose.She

defiantlycan'thaveyournose,thatwillbe



destruction.Thenshecouldbebeautifulasme

becauseI'msorryhubby,ifmybabylookslike

youwehavetoinvestinsurgery.Ican'thavea

uglylookingbaby."

Shelaughed.

"Iwillkillyou."

Shesplashedpaintatmethenranout.

Icaughtherdownstairsthenstartedticklingher.

ShewaslaughinghystericallywhenIvycame

downstairs.

"Stopactingliketwoyearolds."Shefoldedher

armsonherchest.Shewasstillmadaboutthat

sleepoverthing.



"WellIcalledAnitaandshesaidyoucan

sleepovertomorrowatherhousebutsincewe

aretwoyearoldyoucanspendtomorrownight

withus."-Hanna.

Hereyesgrewbig.

"Pleaseaunty,please.ImiismyfirstfriendandI

wanttospendeverydaywithhercanImoveto

herhousepermanently."

Ishookmghead.Thischild,suchachancer.

"Nobutyoucangotothekitchenand

haveyourlunch."-Hanna.



Shekisseshercheekthengaveherahugthen

cametomeanddidthesame.

"Waituntilsheissixteenandshetellsyouto

mindyourownbusiness."

"Iwillspankher."

Ihuggedhertightly.

"Wewillhavethebestkidintheworld."-Hanna

saidplacingakissonmycheek.

"Wewillhavefivemorethenwearegood."

Shegotupandclickedhertongue.
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Iwasup,breakfastwasdone,Ivywasalready

donebathingandhavingherbreakfastand

Nkanyeziwassleeping.

Andtheysaywomenarenotsuperheroes.

Ijustspenttheentirenightmakinglovetomy

husband,he'sstilldogtired,I'mupandhave

alreadydoneeverything.



Iwasdueatthestudiotoday.Theinteriorwas

done,finallyandIcouldnowstartbringingin

myartworkforthegrandopening.

IkissedIvy'scheekandIopenedthedoorIwas

greetedbyfivewomeningymclothes.

"What'sgoingon?"Iasked.

"Wewanttolearnwhatyoudidyesterday."-

Anita.

"I'mcolouredandIhavesomegenesofkick

arseandwhereareyougoingallglamoredup

withheels."-Samantha.

"Ihavetocheckonmystudio."



Theyallpushedtheirwayin,takingmeinwith

them.

"Youarenotgoinganywhere.Whereisthe

personalgym,wewanttokickarse.Iwanna

showallthosewhoreswhowantmyman.One

lookathim,iwillthrowonepunchinheels."-

Thando.

Ithoughtshewasthequietone.

"Butguys..."

"Wearenottakingnoforananswer."

Okaytheyareganginguponme.



Iwentupstairs,changedintoashortwithagym

braandahairband.Itookawaterbottlefrom

thefridgethemrushedintothegymroom.

"Okayahundredpushups."Iscreamedand

theyallturnedandlookedatmelikeI'mcrazy.

"Ifyou'lldon'tdowhatIwantyoutodothenI'm

leaving."

Theyallgroanedandstarted.Thiswillbesofun.

Theydidn'tevenreachwhentheyallgaveup.

Itwillbesuchalongday.

*



"Whatreallyhappened?"AskedAndileholdinga

icepackonCulo'sface.

"Weaskedhertoteachustofightandshetried

tomurderus."

Ididn't.

"Shemadeusdofiftysquats,fiftysquatsandI

can'tevenfeelmythighs."-Anita.

Shedidn'tdohalfofeverything.Andwhenwe

startedwiththerealfighting,theyallleftthe

gym.

"LookIwillallmakeusfoodsowecanforget

abouteverything."



TheyallagreedandIwenttothekicthenonlyto

befollowedbyNkanyezi.

"No,no,noI'mbusy."Hedidn'thearmeashe

wentformyneck,trappingmeagainstthe

kicthenisland.

"Nkanyezino.WehaveguestandIwantto

cook."

Hecarriedmeandplacedontopandgotin-

betweenmythighs.Hishandsrushingtomy

breastsandlipsonmyown.Imoanedandtried

topushhimawaybutheheldmetightly.

"Arewegoingtoeatanytimesoon?"-Precious.



Iquicklypushthisbeastoffme.

"Itwashim."IpointedatNkanyeziandIpecked

hislips.

Ifinishedcookingandweallsatdowneating.

*

"Wherearewegoing,Nkanyezi?"Iaskedforthe

hundredthtime.

Afterhedrovemetomystudio,hejustkepton

driving.

"Whatarewedoingatthemall?"



HeplacedhisarmaroundmeandIhadtowalk

awkwardlybesidehim.Heistallandbigand

squashingmysmallbodynexttohis.

"Wecametobuysomelingerie.Wehaveto

havetherightequipmentfortheadventurewe

areabouttotake."-Nkanyezi.

"ReallyNkanyezi,makingbabiesisnotan

adventure."

Wewalkedintothisexpensivelookingboutique

andmadeourwaytothesaleslady.

"NkanyeziDlamini!"Shegasped.

"HowcanIhelpyousir.Thisisafemaleshop."



Nkanyeziwasnowirritated.

"I'mherewithmywifeandweneedlingerie,alot

oflingerieandsheisgoingtomodelforme."

Ilookedathim.Iwasn'ttoldaboutany

modeling.

"Wewouldlikeaprivateroom."-Nkanyezi.

WeweregiventhatprivateroomandIchosea

coupleofthingsIliked.

Iworethefirstpiece.Itwassimple,blacklace

thongwithamatchingbra.

"Areyougoingtocomeoutanytimesoon."



Iwalkedoutandhecheered.

"Icouldjusteatrighthere,rightnow."-Nkanyezi.

"Arewebuyingit?"

Hehavemethatlook.

"Obviously.Goputonsomemore."

Itwasthatpiece,andthenthatpiece.

"OkayI'mnowtired."

Ishoutedandsatnexttohim.



"Pleasemywife."

Ishookmyhead.Hejustenjoyedwatchingme

walkingaroundhalfnakedwhilehegetsa

boner.

"Okayfinewecanleavenowbutsincewegot

therightequipmentwecanstartgettingdirty."-

Nkanyezi.

Ikissedhischeeksandwenttochangedback

tomyclothes.Hepaidforeverythingandwe

walkedoutwefivebigbagsoflingerie.Someof

themIdidn'tevenlike.

Whilewewerewalkingoutaguystopped

Infrontofus.



"Ohmydarling,yyouareperfect.The

cheekbone,theheight,thebeautyyouareperfect.

HiI'mZachary,imaphotographerandyouhave

abodyofamodel."

Hesaid.

"Sheisabouttogetpregnantsothat

bodyofamodelwillundergosome

technicalities."-Nkanyezi.

"Here'smycarddarling,givemeacallandIwill

makeyouatopmodel."

HeleftandIlookedatNkanyezi.



"Whatdon'ttellmeyouareconsideringit."-

Nkanyezi.

"No,imnotabouttowearheelsandwalkona

stagebutKimlooksexactlylikemeandshe

couldtakethejob.Imeanthiswillbeperfect

forher."
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Shewalkedintothevisitationroomlikeamad

woman.

"Heysister!"

Shesatdownthendumpedherbagonthefloor

andthebaglookedsoexpensive.

"Firsttellmewhoisthebesttwinsisterever."-

Hanna.

Ilookedather.

"Okaysinceyoudon'twanttoadmititthatI'm

theebest.It'sfine.Ivegotgoodnewsforyou,no

nogreatnews."



Sheslidacardacrossthetable.Everyonenow

hadtheireyesonusandHannadidn'tcare.

"Iscoredyouamodellinggig.Pregnancydidn't

doshittoyourbodywhichIamsogratefulfor

becauseIwillstilllookfabulousaftergiving

birthtosixkids."Sheblabbedon.

"Modellinggig?"Iaskedandsheopenhersmall

eyeswide.

Shegotup,placedahandonherhipand

saunteredbackandforthacrossthe

room,soingweirdposes.

"Modelling.Theyputinuglylookingclothesthat

costafortune,sixfoothighheels,makeup,hair

thenyouwalkonaramplikeacat.Thegood

part,yougetpayed.Moolahalotofit."



Ican'tbelievesheismysister.

"Howdidyougetthiscard?"Iaskedandshe

frowned.

"Youaresoserious.Youboring,Ihavetoget

yououtofheresoIcouldshowyouthegood

life.Partying,gettingdrunk,smokingweedand

makingsureNkanyezidoesn'tfindoutaboutit.

LookNkanyeziandIwereatthemall.Iwas

modellingsomelingerieforhimthenwhenwe

walkedout,thisgayguyZacharysaidIcouldbe

atopmodelsoIlooklikeyouandyoulooklike

me.Idecidedweswap,ypumodelandIbethe

wife."

Wow.



"Youthoughtaboutme."

Shepouted.

"Duh,youmysisterandyouneedajobafterI

getyououtofhere.Ialsobroughtsome

pamphletswithapartments.OnceIgetyouout

ofthisplace."

Ilookedatthemandtheywereprettyexpensive.

"Youdon'treallyneedtochoose,ialreadychose

theonewiththeseaview.Ivylovesthebeach.I

boughtitandyoucanstaythereforaslongas

youwantuntilyouarewelloff.Thenlet's

gossip,ithinkIvyhassomeofmybitching

genes.Shemadethisnewfriendwhoisaboy

Mxo,Samantha'schild.Theyarealways

together,talking,laughing,runningonthebeach



together.TrueromanceandthankGodthey

don'thavespermsasyettheymightendup

makingbabies."-Hanna.

"Wherehaveyoubeenallmylife?"

Iaskedandshesmiled.

"I'mherenow."

"Ihavetotellyousomething.I'mnotreally

addictedtococaine,I'veneverevenhaditonce.

IthinkthatpacketbelongedtoViperwhenhe

cametomyflatandIvypickeditup.Ididn'tsay

awordbecausehecouldhavebeenarrested

andthatcouldhaveplacedmylifeindanger."

Sheshrugged.



"Iknewallalong,nowgogetyourshitandlet's

getoutofhere.Ijustwantedyoutotellmethe

truthandnexttimedon'thideanythingfromme.

I'mmarriedtoagangster."-Hanna.

Shetookustotheapartmentsheboughtandit

wasamazing.Ivylovesitevenmore.Vipermay

havebeenabadmanbuthedidgivemea

chancetohaveafamily,acrazyHanna.

"OkayIopenedyouabankaccount,pursome

moneyinthere.Boughtyouclothes,wellmy

stylebutasyoucanseeama

fabulous,gorgeouswifeandtomorrowweare

meetingZacharyandanannyforIvy."

Shekissedthebothofusthenleft.



"AuntyHannaisgood."SaidIvyanItookheron

myarms.Imissedmybaby.

"Yeahbutshe'scrazytoo."

Ivylookedatmeandkissedmycheek.

"SheboughtmeapinkGuccibagbutpromised

totakeitbackifIeverhaveaboyfriend"

Theywerespoilingmybaby.

"NowIwillhavetohidemyboyfriendsoIcould

keepthebag."-Ivy.

Ithoughtshewasgoingtosayshewillnothave

aboyfriend.



HANNA

Igothomeatitwassix.Aftermeetingupwith

Kim,iwenttomyStudiojusttoseeiftheinterior

wasperfectanditwasfarmorethenperfect.

Ididn'tevenremovedmyheelsmakingmyway

tothekicthentogetdinnerstartedbutthere

wererosepetalsonthefloor.

Ifollowedthemandtheyledtothegarden.

Nkanyezistoodthereinatuxedowitha

beautifultableallsetwithcandles.

"Youtryingtohavesexwithme."



Hefrowned.

"Youcanbesoblacksometimes,Hanna."-

Nkanyezi.

Igiggledandmademywaytohim.

"Soyoucooked,that'safirst.Trustmeifhaving

ababymakespeoplesocaringafterIgivebirth

I'mgivingyoutenmorebabies."

Hegrinned.

"That'sthespirit.Highfive."

Irolledmyeyes.



"I'mjoking.Imagineruiningthisfigure."
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"Hanna,gethererightnowwithyourguns.Its

timetotakeoutasidechick."-Anita.

Anitaiscrazylikemebutsomethingwithher

tonetoldmetheywereuptonogood.



Igotdressedinblackleatherpantswithatight

blackleathervest.Aredbandannaandredboot

heels.

IdrovetoAnita'splaceandallthegirlscars

wereparked.

IgotinandThandowasdrunkwhilesinging

andcryingatthesametime,thenabigwhite

boardwithapictureofafemaleandaknife

stabbedintoit.

"what'sgoingon?"

Iaskedandplacedmybagonthetable.

"Thankgod,thekungfumasterishere."-

Samantha.



Ishrugged.

"Ipractice,Kuyoshinwhiceiswaydifferent

fromkungfu.NowexplainthedrunkThando."

"Wellwearenotonlytrophywives.Sometimes

wehavetodealwithsidechicksandthatgirlis

dyingtonight."

IlookedattheboardandtheywereWhatsApp

messages,pictures.

"It'sSmanga,heischeatingafterallI'vedoefor

him.Beenwithhimathislowest.Pushedhis

bigheadsonoutofmyvagina.Ilovehimand

hedoesthis."-Thando.



Shebrokedown.ThedayNkanyezicheatson

meisthedayIleavehim.IfwhatIhavedoesn't

satisfyhimthenhebetterleave.

"Samanthaistrackingdownherphoneandshe

isatsomemen'sbarandthatisour

destination."

Todowhat?

Iwasnowkidofscared,Imean.thesewomen

werecravingblood.

Everyonehadspecialqualities,Anitatheloud

mouth,Samanthathecomputerwhiz,Culo

guardedthedoorifthehusband'shadtoappear,

PreciouswasgoodwithgunsandIwasthe

karatemaster,whileThandowasthewidowas

sheisabouttomurderherhusband.



WeallgotintoonebigSUVanddrovetothat

gentlemen'sbar.

Everyonewasinblackleatherandheels,trust

welookedbadass.

Wewalkedinandtheywerethereinagroupas

theyalwaysarewithagroupofwomenwith

themandtheonewewerelookingforwason

topofSmanga'sthighs

"Wecan'tletthemseeusortheyaregonna

stopus.Toiletnow."-Precious.

Weallwentintothetoiletandluckilyitwas

spacious.



"I'mgonnakillthatmotherfuckenmanwhore.

I'mgoingtoriptheskinofhispenisandfryit

forhisbreakfast.Smangadoesn'tknowme.

HowmanytimesIhavetodealwiththisshit.He

breaksmyhearteachandeverychancehegets

."-Thando.

ShewasnowcryingandCulohadherarms

aroundher,comfortingher.

Thedooropenedandinwalkedwhatweall

werelookingfor.

Shefrozeandwhensherealisedwhoweare

sheattemptedtorunoutbutAnitaalreadyhad

herinagripandthedoorwaslocked.

"Howwashe'sdick?-Culoaskedwhileslapping

herandshefellonthefloor.



"Ididn'tknowhewasmarried."Thegirl

screamedwhiletryingtogetup.

"Youthinkwearefools.Everybodyknows

them,theirlivesaresplashedalloverthe

internetandyousomehowmissedhiswedding

thatwasbroadcastontv."-Anitahadherheelon

herface.

"Bythetimewearedonewithyou,youwillfear

everymarriedcockoutthere."-Samantha.

Ididn'tdoanything,Ijustwatchedandbythe

timetheyweredone,shewashangingonthe

ceilingwhilethegirlschangedandfixedtheir

makeup.Shewasn'tdead,stillbreathingbutshe

wasbarteredandI'mnevermessingwiththese

girlseveragain.



WewalkedoutandIwasstillshakenandwhen

theguyssawustheyknewshitwason.

Smangawasthefiratoneonhisfeet.Ikinda

likedhimbutnow,Ilosttotalrespectforhim.

"Baby."-SmangasaidsoftlyasThandotookout

acutepinkgun.

Iwantit,IlookedatNkanyezi.

"Putthegundown"

Hewalkedtowardsher.Shewasacryingmess

now.



"HowmanyofthemmustIkillsoyoucouldget

itthroughyourthickskullthatIfuckenlove."

Sheroared,gonewasherquietnessand

shyness.

Shewasnowalionessandcouldkillanyone

withjustalook.

"IhateyouSmanga,IhatthedayIsetmyeyes

onyou."

beforehecouldsayanythingsheshothimand

ashisbodyfell,shethrewthegunontopofhim.

"Iwantadivorce."Shesaidandwalkedoutand

weallfollowedher.

WewereteamThandoandSmangacoulddie

forallIcare.



*

NKANYEZI

IgotbackhomeafterIwassureSmangawas

alright.Thembaisourdoctorsohetookcareof

him.

AllIwantedwasanicebathandmywifenextto

mebutwhenIwalkedintothedinningroom,I

frozeasshewaspolishingalargebutcherknife.

Theyentiretablewaslaidwithallsortsof

weapons.Guns,knifes,theentiretoolbox

anythingyoucouldthinkof.

"TrymeNkanyezi.Tryme.Iwilluseevery

singlethingonthistableonyou.Iwillchopyour



penis.Ifyoudarecheat,makesureIdon'tfind

outbecauseIwillshootyouinpublic.Idon't

carethatyouareTheGentandrunafuckenbig

drugring.Iwillmurderyouthenmarryyour

fatherthenextday.Youhear."-Hanna.

SheleftmethereandwentupsandIwasstill

shocked.

IhavebeenthreatenedbydangerousmenandI

didn'tfeelanonceoffearandhershewastiny

andinnothingbutalacepantyandbrabutI

wasreadytowetmypants.

Thiswomanismakingmeweak.
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He'sarmswerearoundmeasweboth

snuggledunderthebed.Icouldn'tsleep,my

mindwasonThando.

Howisshecoping?

ThisisnotthefirsttimeSmangadidthisandI

havelosttotalrespectforhim.Thandoisthe

sweetestpersonyoucanfindonearth.She's

quietandshyandthat'stheexactoppositeof

Smangaloudselfbutthisistoomuch.

"Stressingisnotgoodforstartingafamily."He

whisperedtomyearandIturnedaroundand

facedhim.



"I'mnotpregnantasyetanditcouldtakeavery

longtimebeforeIconceive."

Iansweredwhilerunningmyhandsonhis

stubblyjaw.

"Whyaren'tyouasleep?"-Nkanyezi.

"I'mthinkingaboutThando.Howissheholding

up?Mendon'tunderstandhowthatshithurts.

Westartaskingourselvesquestions,likewhat

doIlack?WheredidIgowrong?Lowself-

esteemallthatshitwhileyoujumpforthat

vaginatothenext."

Isnuggledclosertohimandwrappedmyarms

aroundhistorso.



"Iwillneverforgiveyouifyouevercheatedon

meNkanyezi.I'vefinallygivenmyhearttoyou

andifyoubreakit,youwouldhavebrokenme

andI'mnotthatstrongtohandlesuchpain."

Hecuppedmyfaceandpeckedmylips.

"Iwillneverhurtyou."-Nkanyezi.

"Pinkypromise."

Iheldoutmypinkyfingerandhertookitinhis.

"Pinkypromise."

*



Ithasbeensixmonthsnowandtodayisthe

openingofmyartgallery.

Iwokeuptothesoundofmyalarmand

groanedwhileswitchingitoff.

Nkanyezibroughtmeclosertohisbodyand

continuedsleeping.

Iwasuncomfortableandhadexperiencesome

mildcrampingandpainsonmyabdominalarea.

"Nkanyezi,letgo."Isaidshakinghimoffbuthe

pulledmecloser.

IwiggledoutuntilheletmegoandIrushedinto

thebathroom.



Pullingdownmypyjamashortsandunderwear

andwasgreetedbyblood.IknewIwasn't

pregnant.

Wehavebeenatitformonthsnowandeach

timeIgotmyperiodmyhipsvanished.

"Areyouokay?"

HeknockedandIsatdownonthetoiletpan.

Tearsrushingdownmycheeks.

"OpenthedoororIwillbreakitdown."-Nkanyezi.

Igotupandopenedthedoorandhewrapped

hisarmsaroundme.



"itsalongprocedure,mylove.Youaretheone

whotoldmethat."

HesaidasIcriedintohischest.

"Ijustwanttogiveyouchild.Howhardcanthat

be?"

Hewipedmytears.

"Todayisyourbigdayandyouarecrying."

Hekissedbothmycheeksthencarriedmyto

thebath.Fillingitupwithwaterandbubbles

thenhelpedmeoutofmyclothesandweboth

settledin.



"Iloveyou,Hannaandmyloveforyouwillnever

alter."

InoddedbutIknewhemightnotberight.I

meanmenalwayswantchildrenandwhatifI

can'tgivehimthat.

Wegotoutofthebathafterhewashedmeand

Igotdressedinakneelengthblackdresswitha

barebackandblackstilettos.Ididmyhair

,whichwasstillrainbowandmymakeup.

Nkanyeziwasinablacktuxedowithawhite

shirtandhelookeddelicious.

"Likewhatyousee?"-Nkanyezi.Igiggledand

wrappedmyarmsaroundhisneck.

"Icouldlookatyouallday,MrDlamini."



Isaid,standingonmytoestokisshim.Even

withheels,Iwasstillshort.

"Icouldhavesexwithyouallyearinthatdress."

Mxm.

WegottomygalleryandIhadtospeakwitha

lotofjournalists.Iwasn'tevenfamousbutmy

husbandwasatycoonbusinessmanandroyalty

andIwashiswife.

"Mybaby."

Mymothercooedandrushedtosqueezethe

lifeoutofme.



"Mother."

Shekissedbothmycheeksthenmyforehead.

"Angel.Iamsoproudofyou.Lookatthisplace,

it'soutofthisworld."-Mother.

"Daddy."

Hesmiledandgavemeahug.

"IguessIdidn'twastesomuchmoneysending

youtoParis."

Ilaughedwithhim.



"Iwantyoutomeetsomeone."

IlookedaroundandspottedKimtakingpictures

ofIvywhowasposinglikeamodelina

photoshoot.Sincehermotherstarted

modelling,yhathasalsobeenhercareergoal.

Igrabbedboththeirarmsandtookthemtomy

parents.

"MomanddadmeetKimmytwinsisterandIvy

herlittlediva."

IleftthemtherechattingasIwasrequestedto

takesomepictureswithsomefamoussocialite.

Iwasabouttogototherestroomwhen

Nkanyezigrabbedmyarmandputuptheoutof



ordersign.

"No,no,no.Nosex."Isaidbuthislipswere

alreadyonmineandmybackagainstthewall.

Henippedonmyneckandmybackarchedand

amoanescapedmymouth.

Iwasapplyingmymakeupagainandhewas

fixingmyhair.

"Peoplearewaitingforme."Isaidandpulled

downmydress.

"Itwasgoodwasn'tit."Hesmirkedlookingat

mefromthemirrorandIcouldn'thelpitbut

smileback.

"Nkanyeziyouwillbethedeathofme."



Ikissedhimonelasttimebeforewewalkedout

andthereweretwogirlswaitingoutsidethe

bathroom.

"Heusuallytakesmetothetoilet."

IsaidlookingatthemandNkanyezismirked.

"Yeah,shehasthesescarythingsaboutgoing

intoitalone."-Nkanyezi.

Thegirlsjustshooktheirheadsandwalkedin.

WewentbackandIcontinuedsmilingand

takingpicturesandtalkingtoimportantpeople.

Someofthemwerejusttheretogetachance

withNkanyezi.Hewasn'tonlyinbusinessbut



hisunderworldalsosparkedsomeinterestin

people.

"Areyouokay?Youlookfaint."Kimdidplacing

herhandonmyforehead.

"Youareburningup,Hannawhatdidyoueat?"

Kimhasthistendencyofthinkingshe'sthe

biggersistersosheisalwaysbossy.

"I'mfine."Isaidremovingherhand.

"Youarered,Hanna.Letmetakeyoutothe

hospital."

Isuddenlyfeltlightheadedandnearlyfellover

butsheheldmeandlookedaround.



"Don'tyoudaredieonme.Yourparentsjust

addediftheycouldadoptme,nowhowamI

goingtoirritateyouifyouaredead."

Nkanyeziwasbyoursideinaminute.

Hedidn'taskanyquestionsashecarriedme

bridalstyleandcamerasstartedflashing.

Whydidthishavetohappennow?
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CHAPTERTHIRTYTWO

HANNA

IopenedmyeyesandthefirstpersonIsawwas

myhusbandandreliefwashedacrosshisface.

Hetookandkissedit.

"Iwassoworried."Hesaidtakingaseatonthe

chairprovided,hishandsstillclunchingmyhand

asifIwasgonnadisappearintothinair.

"Nkanyezi,whathappened?"Iaskedmyvoice

hoarseandIlookedattheglassofwaterin

frontofme.Itriedtogetupandtakeitbuthe

gentlylaidmebackdownandhelpedmedrink.

"Youfainted,Iwassoscaredmylove."

HekissedmyhandagainandforthefirsttimeI

sawfearinNkanyezi.Itpainedme.



Iranmyhandonhischeekandheclosedhis

eyesbriefly.

"Imfine.Whatdidthedoctorsay?"

iinquiredmyhandstillbrushinghischeekand

heseemedtorelaxabit.

"hewantedtotellmewhenyouareup."

HegotupbutIheldontightlytohishand.

"Don'tgo."Ibeggedandhecamebacktome.

Placingasoothingkissonmylipsbefore

pressingaredbuttonnexttome.

Withinaminuteamaledoctorwalkedinand



gentlysmiledatthetwoofus.

"MrsDlamini,Iseeyouup."Inoddedand

Nkanyezihelpedsitproperlybystuffingpillows

behindme.

"ImDrMemelaandthisisDrPillay."aIndian

manwalkedin.

"DrPillayisagynaecologistandwillbe

performingavirginalultrasound.Wehave

discoveredthatyourarethreeweekspregnant

butwearenotsurehowmanybabiesyouare

carrying."DrMemelaexplainedandIwent

numb.

Pregnantfinally.



IturnedtoNkanyeziandhesmiledcaressing

myhand.

TheystartedsettingeverythingupandIwas

toldtoremovemyunderwearandliftmylegs

upandsomethingtubelikethingwasinserted

intome.

Nkanyeziwasfumingbuthesaidnothingand

thetwodoctorsbeingmalewasjustaddingsalt

tothewound.

Soontherewasabeatingsoundandthetwo

doctorsstartedspeakinginmedicalterms

whilestaringatthescreenandmarkinglittle

darkershadesofblackinalphabet.

"I'venevercameacrosssuchinmyentire

medicalcareer."saidDrMemelaandIturnedto



Nkanyezi.SqueezinghishandtightlyasIknew

whattheywereaboutmewasbad.

"MrsDlaminitheseareyoubabies."Hebrought

thescreenclosertomysideandIlookedatthe

bothofthemconfused.

TherewerelettersfromAtoFsoeverything

justwasn'tmakingsense.

"ThisisaveryuniquecaseMrsDlamini,youare

carryingsextuplets.Whichmeansyouare

pregnantwithsixbabies.Thisisreally

confusingasyouareyoung,weusuallygetsuch

casefromolderwomenwithprevious

pregnancyoritmightbebecauseyouwere

takingfertilitytreatment."

Ishookmyheadasthenewssunkin.



Six!Notoneormaybetwobutsix.

Maybethiswasajoke.IlookedupatNkanyezi

andhewasnervousandhisfacedisplayedguilt.

"Ihaven'tbeentakinganyfertilitytreatmentasI

wantedtoconceivenaturally."Iexplainedand

Nkanyeziclearedhisthroat.

"Imighthaveaccidentlyexchangedyour

vitaminsforsomefertilitypillsmydoctor

thoughtwillbebestforyou."Istaredathim.

"Hanna,youwereonlyfocusedatgetting

pregnant.Everythinghanged,sexwasmoreofa

mustthenforenjoyment.Youwentonweird

dietsandtooklotsofpillssoImadethings



mucheasierandwantedyoutostoppushing

yourselfsohard."Hetriedreasoning.

"SixNkanyezi!"

Hegrinned.

"Iknowright.Notonlyaremyspermpros,they

arelegends."
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CHAPTERTHIRTYTHREE

HANNA

"HeySmanga.Ivegotgoodnews.Mywifeis

pregnant,notjustpregnantbutpregnantsix

times."

Iglaredathimandheshruggedswitchingoff

hisphoneandcallingtherestofhisfriends.

Braggingabouthowheknockedmeup.

Iwaslivid,angerdidntevenbegintodescribe

howIwasfeeling.

"Youthinktuisisfunny.Carryingsixchildrenis

ajoketoyou.Youhadnoright,norighttofeed

methosepills,norightNkanyezi."Iexploded.



"Enhletoldmehowpainfulitistogivebirthand

sheonlyhadonebabyandImhavingsix."Iwas

nowintears.

Icantevenimaginehowthispregnancyisgoing

tohappen.Therearesomanycomplications

andImightnotevenbegivenachancetoraise

them.

Hestopppedthecaratthesideoftheroadand

placedmeonhislap.Myheadrestingonhis

cheatasmytearscouldntstop.

"Imscared,Nkanyezi.Somanythingscouldgo

wrong."

Hehushedmewhileplacingakissonmyhair

hereandthere.



"I'msorry,Iwasselfish.Iknowhowhardthiswill

beonyoubutIpromisetobewithyouevery

stepoftheway."-Nkanyezi.

Hehelpedmetositupandcuppedmyface.

"Iloveyouokay."Inoddedandhegluedhislips

onmine.Histongueseekingdominanceashe

massagedme.

Straddlinghim,Iplacedmyhandsonhisbroad

shouldersaswedeepenedthekiss.Iwas

soakingwetwithinjustafewminutesof

makingout.

Amoanrumbledoutofthedepthofmy

throat,handsgentlyastheyrandownmywaist



,grabbedmyarseandsqueezedit.

Hislipsdroppedtothenapeofmyneckandhe

nibbledonmysensitiveskin.Ithrewmyhead

backandenjoyedhowmybodyenjoyedreacted

tohim.

Hishandswentupmywaistandwhenhe

squeezedmybreasts,Ishrieked.Jerkingaway

fromhim.

"What'swrong?"Heaskedwhilebreathing

heavilyandhishugememberpokingunderme.

"Idon'tknow,theyareswollenandpainful."

Itoldhimwhilegentlymassagingthemandhe

lookedconcerned.



"Shouldwegobacktothedoctor."

HeaskedandIshookmyhead.

"I'mfine."Ipeckedhislipsthenwentbacktomy

seat.

"Wewillcontinuethisathome."

Hegroanedthenstartedthecar.Don'ttellme

hethoughtIwasgoinggetdirtywithhimonthe

highwaywithcarspassingby.

Wegotathomeandmomwaswaitingoutside

thehouseandsqueezedmetightlywhenI

steppedoutofthecar.



"Youaregonnamakemeagrandma."She

cooedwhileclappingthenhuggedmeagain.

"Soisitaboyoragirl."

IlookedatStarandhelookeddown.

"Askyourson-in-law."

Isaidmakingmywayinthenchattedforawhile

withtherestofthefamilythenwentupstairs

foranap.Todaywassupposetobeperfect,

launchofmyartstudiothenboom.

I'mpregnant,notjustpregnantbutsixchildren.I

satupontopofthebedthenplacedmyhands

onmystomach.



Weretherereallylittlepeoplegrowinginsideme.

WilltheylooklikemeorNkanyezi.

Igotmylaptopandlaidsidewayswhiledoing

someresearchonsextuplets.IknowIwas

scaredbuttheywillbemykidsandafterthem

I'mtyingupmytubesandneverhavingbabies

again.

Ithenstarteddoingsomeonlinesearchesfor

babyclothesandtheyweremorethencute.

ThedooropenedandNkanyeziwalkedin.

"Ibroughticecreamasapeaceoffering."-

Nkanyezi

AndIsmiled.



ItookaspoonfulofChocoicecreamand

beforeIcouldputitinmymouthhegrabbedthe

spoon.

"Won'tthebabiesfeelcoldfromthis."

Ifoldedmyarmsandhepoutedthefedme

backmyicecream.

Weendeduphavingfunwiththetubfullofice

creamandasIwasnowbuttnakedstickyall

overasNkanyezisuckicecreamalloverme.

"Whatareyoudoing?"IaskedhimasIfelthim

betweenmythighsandcoldliquidonmyvagina.

IshudderedasIwasalreadyinthemood.



HislipssavouringmeasIgrabbedhishead

pushinghimfurtherintomeasheskillfullyused

histonguetopleasureme.

IcouldfeelmyreleasebuildingupandbeforeI

couldclimaxheenteredmeandwhenhiswaist

startedtomove,Icouldseethestars.

Idon'trememberwhenIwenttosleepas

Nkanyeziservicedmeallnight.Wakinguphe

wasn'tnexttomeandthatkindabrokemeasI

wantedtocuddleafteranightofpassionate

sex.Ifeltmorethenconnectedtohim.

Lookingtothebedsidetabletherewasa

scrumptiousbreakfastwaitingformeanda

bunchofredrosesandanote.

"Feedmybabies.



STAR "

IsmiledashehatesitwhenIcallhimStar.I

enjoyedthegoodmealandthankGodIdidn't

haveanymorningsicknessesasKimsaidthey

weretheworst.

Ihadaquickshowersthenjoinedourparents

downstairs.

"Morningfamily."

Ichirpedandeveryonestaredatme.

"Iwonderwhat'sgoodaboutitasIdidn'tgetto

sleepawink."-Mother.



"IthoughtIwastheonlyone.Nkanyeziwas

murderingmybaby."

IturnedredasIlookeddownembarrassed.

Thesewomen.

WehadbreakfastandIateagainbutIregretted

itasIhadtorushtothebathroomaftereating.

Iwasinnomoodaftervomitingasmymouth

wastastelessandIfeltfaintandtired.Iwent

backtobedandwokeuparoundelevenwhen

therewerenoisesdownstairs.

I'msurethehousewasemptyandmyparents

wereallleavingbutasIgotdownstairsin

Nkanyezi'sbigAdidast-shirtandmybaggy



sweatpants.Myhairmessyandinahigh

princessbun.IfoundNkanyezianfhisfriends

seatedinthediningroominterviewingalady

wasaboutmymother'sage.

"Heybosslady."Saidtheboysbutmyeyeswas

stillonthiswoman.

Shewasdressedsluttywithherblouse

exposingherhugecleavageandthatskirtwas

tooshortasshecrossedherlegs.

"Weareinterviewingnanniesforthebabies."-

Andile.

Ifoldedmyarms.

"Isee."



Ilookedatthewomanandshesmiled.

"JenniferGreen."SheheldherhandoutandI

shookit.

"HannaDlamini.Hismyhusbandandtheyare

allmarried."Shewaslostofwords.

"FirstlyI'mthreeweekspregnant.Thebabies

arenoteventhereasyet.SecondlyIwilllook

fornanniesmyself.NowJennifer,youmayleave

andnextwhenyougoforajobinterview,cover

upabit.Youlooklikeapornstarreadytodoa

scene."

ShequicklyleftandIturnedtotheselittlearses.



"Don'ttestme.Iwantnoslutsnearmykids."I

pointedatthemandtheyshuttheymouths.

Afterspendingsometimeinthekicthen,a

bandannaaroundmynoseasthesmellofoil

upsettedmystomachandIcouldn'tbareit.

Idishedupforthemthenleftthemeating.

Isatinmyartstudiodoingsomefinaltouches

onapaintingIwasdoingforaclientthenwent

tohaveabathanddolledmyselfup.

Awhitesummerdresswithbrownsandalsand

myhairleftlooseandmakeupdone.

Igotdownstairswiththepackagedpaintingand

theallofthemturnedtome.



Nkanyezigotupandcametowardsme.Taking

myhandandleadingmetothekicthen.

"Whereareyougoing?Iwantedtospendthe

entiredaywithyoubecauseIwon'tbehere

tonight."

Ifrowned.Ihatedwhenhegoestothese

criminalactivities.

"Nkanyezi!"Igroanedandhepulledmecloser

tohim.

"Iwillbehereinthemorning."Heplacedakiss

onmynose.

"Ithoughtthatmaybewecould."



Iplacedmyhandonhisshaftthenlookedupat

him.

"Youknow.Whatwedidlastnightandmore."

Istoodonmytippytoesandplacedakisson

hislips.Heflippedmeandmyhandsheldonto

theislandwhilehepulledmydressupand

pantiesdown.

"Ican'tgetenoughofyou."Hesaidpullinghis

pantsdownandmountingme.

Igroanedandgrabbedtheislandtighterwhile

hepoundedbehindme.Slammingintomeand

gettingmeclosertoecstasy.
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CHAPTERTHIRTYFOUR

HANNA

HetookmeupstairsandIhadashowerwhile

hewentbacktohisfriends.ImadesureI

disappearfromthehouseasNkanyeziwould

doanythingtoboundmeintothathouse.He

justdidn'tunderstandthatIwaspregnantnot

paralyzed.

IgottotherestaurantandMrDavidMageba

wasalreadywaitingforme.Ididn'tfeel

endangeredasIknewtheywereprobablyten



menallwatching.Ispottedtwo.Oneonatable

closerbyreadingapaperandanotheronthe

oppositecoffeeshop.

"MrMagebaI'msosorryforbeinglate.Ijustgot

heldup."

Isaidandhesmiledgettingupandholdinghis

handout.Hewasinhisearlythirtieswitha

greatmuscularbodybutwasn'tasbuffas

Nkanyeziorastallashim.

"It'snoproblem.Iheardyouwereexpecting."

HesaidshakingmyhandbutIfroze.

Howdidheknow?

Iguesshesawmyconfusion.



"Yourhusbandcouldn'twaittobragaboutiton

socialmedia."-HesaidandIsmiled.

WhydidIhavetointroduceNkanyezito

Instagram.Heisnowaddicted,postingmore

picturesofmethenhim.Ican'tevenbreatheas

Iwillbebusycookingandacamerawillbe

flashing.

"Ibroughtyourpainting."Hesmiledstaredat

mewhichwasnowkindaofcreepingmeup.

"Iwillhavetoawardyouhandsomelyforgetting

thisartpiecedoneinsuchashortperiodtime."

Ismiledfaintlyandhetookouthischeckbook

andwrotesomething.



Herippedthecheckoffthebookandhandedit

tome.

Ilookedattheamountthenbackathim.

"I'msorrysirbutthisiswaytoomuch."

Hesmirkedthendrankhiswine.

"Youdiddosomethingsobeautifulforme,Ihad

topayyouextra.That'snothingcomparedto

whatIhavesokeepit."

Ilookedatthehalfamillionrandcheckthen

backathim.



"Ifyoujustgavemewhatthepaintingcost,I

wouldreallyappreciateit."

Herubbedbothhishandstogetherthencalled

thewaiter.

"Wouldyouliketoordersomething."

Ishookmyhead.

"Ihavetogetbackhome."

IsaidgettingupbuthegrabbedmyhandandI

quicklyyankeditoutofhisgrip.

"Justhavesomethingtodrink,youhadalong

journey.Mywifewasoncepregnant,I



rememberhowshewas."-MrMageba.

Isatbackthenaskedforaglassofwater.After

drinkingIquicklyleftandonthewayIstarted

havingheartburn.

Iignoreditatfirst,justhavingsomebottled

waterbutitbecameworst.Mychestwas

burningandthetimethecarwasparkedatour

house.Icouldn'tgetout.

TheguardscalledNkanyeziandIwasdrivento

thehospital.

Igotthereonthevergeofloosingconscious

butIwashappythatmyhusband'sfacewasthe

lastoneIsaw.



NKANYEZI

Ithasbeenfourfuckenhoursandmywifewas

stillthereandnothinghasbeensaid.

IgotupandmarchedtowardstheICUbutmy

guardsheldmeback.Iwasgoingtoget

answersastheywerenotpreparedtogivethem

tome.

"Fuckencalmdownman."Thembasaid

walkingouttakingoffhismask.

"She'salivebutstillunconscious.Wefoundthat

shehastakenmifepristonecombinedwith

misiprostol..."-Themba.

"Ifyoudon'tfuckenstarttalkingEnglish,I'm



gonnamurderyou."

Hesighed.

"Thosepillsaretakentoterminatepregnancy.

Luckyforhershedidn'tlooseallofherchildren.

Shehadanincompleteabortion.Shelostoneof

herbabiessonowsheispregnantwith

quintuplets."

Isaggedinthechairasmymindwentintoa

turmoilofemotions.

WhywillHannatakeabortionpills.Sheseemed

happyaboutherpregnancyeventhoughshe

wasalsoveryworriedandevenangryaboutthe

fertilitypills.



"Shedidn'ttakethosepills,Nkanyezi.Someone

mighthavegavethemtoher.Hannawillnever

everputherkidslivesinsuchdanger."-Themba.

Iknewhewasrightbutwhowillwanttomake

mesufferthroughHanna.

IalreadykilledViperandmanagedtokeepmy

enemiesatbaybutwho?
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HANNA



Ismiledasmyeyeslandedonhim.Hewas

asleeponthechairnexttome,withonehand

coveringhisfaceandhischestraisingand

fallingtoshowhewasinadeepsleep.

Itriedtositproperlybutadisturbingpainstruck

meacrossmyabdomenarea.Ibitmylipto

preventmefromscreamingbutNkanyezi

stirredandhiseyesshotopen.

"Whatareyoudoing?"Hesaidgettingupand

walkingtowardsme.

Tearsleftmyeyesandhehelpedmeup.

"I'minpain."Henoddedandplacedakisson

myforeheadthenwipedthetears.



"Itwillgoawaysoon."

InoddedandThembawalkedin.Hegavemea

sadsmilethenstoodnexttoNkanyezi.

"Howareyoufeeling?"ItriedtosmilebutIjust

couldn't.

"Okay,youwillbedischargedinthenexthour.

I'mgoingtoprescribeyousomethingforthe

painwhichisalsogoodforyourbabies."-

Themba.

IlookedatNkanyeziandIwantedoneofthem

toexplaintomewhathappened?

"Youmiscarriedoneofthekids.Youarenow



carryingfivekids."

Myheartstoppedandfreshtearswipeddown

mycheeks.

"Buthow?"

Iasked.

"Everythingwasfine.Nocomplications.We

werefine."

IaskedandNkanyeziwrappedhisarmsaround

me.

"Youweregivenabortionpills."-Themba.



"Abortionpills,Ihavenevertakenanyabortion

pills,Themba."

IsaidgettingupbutNkanyezi'sarmsprevented

me.

"Wedon'tknowhowtheygotintoyoursystem

butwewillfindoutsoon."

Iwasgivenfoodandadvisedtorestuntil

Nkanyezicamebackwithmyclothes.

Hecarriedmetohiscarandwebothdrove

homeincompletesilence.

HismindwasfarawaywhileImournedthe

deathofmyunbornbaby.Imayhavenotfully

acceptedmybabiesbutlosingoneofthemwas



nevertheplan.

WegothomeandIwantednothingbuttosleep.

Iwantedtoshuttheeventsthathavejust

occurredandremoveeverything.

Whowillwanttokillmykids?

Ifeltthebeddipandhisarmsaroundme.

"I'msorry."-HewhisperedandIturnedandfaced

him.

"WhodidthisNkanyezi?"Iaskedtouchinghis

stubblyjaw.MyfingerstracinghisfacebeforeI

placedakissonhislips.



"Theclientyoumet.DavidMageba.Heisthe

chiefofourneighboringkingdomandmy

family'sworstenemy.Ithasbeenawarthat

tookplacehundredsofyearsago.Thequestfor

morelandandatoncebloodwasshedbut

recentlytherehasbeenpeacebutthatpeaceis

nowgoneashetouchedmywife."

HetightenedhisjawsandIcouldfeelhis

temperaturerising.Hewasmad.

"Heyno.Westillhavefivemoresolet'sjustbe

greatfulforwhatwestillhave."

IsaidbutIknewIcouldn'tconvincehimon

whateverwasbrewinginhismind.Iknewthey

willbebloodandIwasscaredIcouldn'tstop

him.



"Gotosleep.Iwillwakeyouupwhendinneris

ready."-Nkanyezi.

IknewthatwastheendoftheconversationsoI

closedmyeyesanddriftedofftosleep.

*

IwokeuptofootstepsaroundtheroomandI

knewtheybelongedtoNkanyezisoIkeptmy

eyesclosedadlistenedontheconversationhe

washavingonhisphone.

"I'mwithmywife.She'ssickandneedsmy

attention.'Heroared.

Hewasforawhilewaitingfortheotherperson

toanswer.



"JustbecauseIfuckyoudoesn'tgiveyouany

righttocallme."

Hehungandturnedaroundfindingmeseated

ontopofthebed.

"Ididn'tseeyouwereawake."-Nkanyezi.

Ismiledfaintlygettingoutofbed.

"Ijustwokeup."

Ilied.

Mymindwasonthepersonhewastalkingto.

QuestionsstartedfillingmyheadbutIignored

them.



Nkanyeziwillnevercheatonme.

"Youshouldlaydown,Thembasaidyoumight

feeldizzy."

Ishookmyheadgettingdressedinasatin

gown.

"NkanyeziI'mfineandI'vehadenoughsleep.

I'mjusthungry."

IplacedmyfeetintomysleepersbutbeforeI

couldwalkoutofthedoorheheldbothmy

shoulders.

"Gobacktobed.Iwillbringyourfood."-

Nkanyezi.



IknewIcouldn'targuewithhimsoIwentback

tobedandwehadourdinnertogetheronour

bed.

ImayhavesmiledbutIjustcouldn'tshakethat

phonecallaway.

MyownphonerangandItookitoutofthe

drawer.

"Father."Ianswered.

ItwasNkanyezi'sfatherandthatmanstillgives

mescares.Nkanyezimaybeareplicaofhis

fatherwiththeirstructureandskintonebuthis

fatherisstillscaryasotherpeoplefearmy

husband.



"Italkedtomysonandhetoldmewhat

happened,areyouokay?"

InoddedstaringatNkanyezi.

"Yes,Imfineeventhoughit'sstillfresh."

Ianswered.

"WellIwantyoutocomedownheretoKZNfor

theremainderofyourpregnancyforsafety

reasons."

KZNforawholeninemonths.No.

"Idon'tknow,Iwillthinkaboutit."



Hewassilentforawhile.

"Iwasaskingyou.Iwastellingyou.Oneof

thosekidsyouarecarryingisgoingtobethe

futurekingandtheirsafetyismyresponsibility.

NowbytomorrowIwantyouhere."

HehungupandIstaredatNkanyezi.

"Itriedtotalktohimbuthiswordisfinal."-

Nkanyezi.

"Willyoubethere?"

Heshookhisheadthenkissedmyforehead.



"Iwillvisityouoccasionally."

Ididn'tlikethisbutwhatchoicedidIhaveasmy

husbanddidn'tbotherfightingformetostay

here.

"Whereareyounowgoing?"

HeaskedandIwentforawalkinthegarden.I

hatedthis.
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CHAPTERTHIRTYSIX



HANNA

Iwasthefirstoneup.Itwasfour,Imade

breakfast,cleanedaround,packedeverythingI

willneedthenwenttohaveabath.

Igotdownstairsinablackloosedresswith

whitestilettosandawhiteheadscarf.

Nkanyeziwaseatingandhegotuplookingat

me.

"Nobodyiskickingyououtofyour

house,Hanna."

Ishookmyheadandsatinfrontofhim.



"Youcouldn'twaittodiscusseverythingwith

yourfatherbehindmybackandthenhecame

commandingmetodothings.Howdidyou

thinkIwillfeel?"

Isaidgettingangryathim.

"Thisisnotaboutyoubutthebabies."-Nkanyezi.

"That'sallyoucareabout,yourkids.Idon't

matteranymore."

Hetookadeepbreathinwhilehiseyeswere

closed.

"Hanna,youwillalwaysmattertomebutyour

safetyandmykidssafetycomesfirstandIwill

betherewithyoueverystepofthispregnancy."-



Nkanyezi.

IclosedmyeyesandIcouldfeelmytears

flooding.Hegotupfromhischairandmadehis

waytome.

"Thetears."

Hesaidrubbingmyshoulders.Makingmecry

evenmore.

"Youwon'tlovemeanymore.Iwillbefatwith

stretchmarksandIwon'tbeattractive

anymore."

Hepickedmeoffthechairthensetmeonhis

thighs,myfaceonhischestandtearsstaining

hiscrispwhiteshirt.



"Allofthatfatandstretchmarkswillallbe

becauseofthepreciousgiftyouwillbeblessing

mewith."

Hekissedmyforeheadthenmynosethenmy

lips.ThatkissstirredthingsinmebutIknewI

couldn'tdoanythingsinceIwasstillhealing.

Wehadanawesomebreakfastthenwespent

therestofthemorningtogether.Ilovemy

husbandandbeingawayfromhimwillbetoo

hard.

"IwillvisitallthetimeandwewillSkypeevery

night.Okay."

Inoddedandheplacedakissonmyforehead.



"IloveyouMrsDlamini."

Iswallowedhardthinkingaboutthat

phonecall,whatifhedoesn'tlovemealoneand

thereisthisothergirlwhoistentimesbetter

thenmeandnowthatIwillbeexpanding.

"Iloveyoutoo,Nkanyezi."

WekissedandIgotintothecar.Hecouldn't

drivemesincehehadameetingandthedoctor

didn'tconfirmifIcouldflysoIhadalotof

securitywithmeandmydriver.

WegottoKZNafteralotofstopstopeeandto

loaduponfood.



"OhmyGod!"-Anelescreamedwalkingtome

andcrushedmewithahugthensteppedback.

"Ohyouarepregnant."Shejumpedthenstared

atmytummy.

"FiveYoh.Nkanyezithatguyshouldbearrested.

Youknowwhatheshouldn'tbeallowedtohave

sexeverandwenawhydidn'tyousuehimfor

thedestructionofbody."-Anele.

ShecouldtalkforhourssoItookherhandand

draggedherinside.

"Girlhowaregoingtocarryfivepeoplefornine

monthbutwewillmanage.Ialreadychosena

roomforthenursery."



Ilookedather.

"What?"

Sheshrugged.

"LookI'mtheheadofallthecleanersand

servantssoI'mlikethequeenofthemalland

I'myourpersonalmaidsoI'mprivileged."

Ishookmyhead.

"Ithoughtyouwillchange."

Shetookmeuptomyroomanditwasstillthe

samebutmyhusbandwasmissing.



Ipickedupmyphoneandscrolleddowntohis

number.

Idecidedagainstitthenchangedinto

somethingmorecomfortable.

Igotdownstairstothethroneroomand

Nkanyezi'sfatherwaswithheradvisor,her

youngersisterwhoissomeoneIdon'treally

knowassheisalwaysangry.

"Father."Isaidandhelookedup.

"Ijustcametogiveyoumygreetingsandyou

tooMaNotsizi."

Shejustnoddedandcontinuedwhatshewas

doing.TheDlaminimenareveryattractivewith



theirdarkskin,bigbuiltandheightbutifyou

givethosefeaturestoawoman.Trustmeit

doesn'tworkasMaNotsiziisaperfectexample

andIwillprayeverynightthatmykidslook

morelikemethenNkanyezi.

"Didyoutravelsafely?"HeaskedandInodded

somethingthatNkanyezihates.

"Andthechildrenaretheyfine?"

"Yesfather."

Hesmiled.

"Ihavegotaverygoodsangomatohelpyoufor

theremainderofyourpregnancy.Shewillmake

sureyoudelivergoodhealthykids.Ifyouhave



beenhereearlier,youwouldn'thavemiscarried

oneofthechildren."-Nkanyezi'sfather.

"Nowgoandrestwedon'twantanything

happening."

Inoddedandquicklyleft.

Notasangoma.

Iwentdowntothekicthenandgotmyselfa

glassofwaterwhenoneofthemaidswalkedit.

Shewasanolderwoman.

Itdidn'tseemlikeshewantedanythingasshe

camestraighttome.Shetookmyhandand

placedabluestoneonitbeforeclosingmy

fingers.



"Thisstonewillprotectyoufromthatblack

cloudthat'ssurroundingyou.Itmustalways

remainonyou."

Sheturnedtowalkedawaybutthenstopped.

"Don'ttrustanyone.Thosewhoseemstocare

themostarethemostdangerousanddon'teat

anythingpreparedbyanyonebesidesme."

ShewalkedoffandIwasleftsurprisedwiththe

stonestillonmyhand.

NKANYEZI

Iwokeupinthemorningandcalledmywifebut

shedidn'tanswer.



IcalledAneleandshewenttocheckonherand

shewasfinejustsleeping.

Iputmyphonedownandwentintotheshower

comingoutmyphonewasringing.

Ianswereditwithoutcheckingthecaller.

"Hanna."

IsaidbutIwasgreetedbyalaugh.

"OhSeneleufunani?"

(Whatdoyouwant?)



"Nkanyeziplease,Ireallyneedthemoney.Ihave

nowheretosleepandlastnightIwasnearly

rapedplease."-Senele.

"LookSeneleyoucalledthisyouyourself.Now

I'mfacedwithmypregnantwifeandmyown

problems.IwillsendyousomemoneybutI

wantyoutostayawayfrommyfamilyandI."

Ihungupandwentandgotdressed.

SinceSenelegavebirthandthechildwas

confirmedtobeVusi's.Vusifiledforadivorce

andtookfullcustodyofIminathihisdaughter

soSenele

wasleftstrandedandhasbeennaggingme

sincethen.



Igotdownstairsandmyboyswerealready

eatingbreakfastthatwaspreparedforme.

"SowhatdowedowiththisDavidguy?"Asked

Smanga.

Ishrugged.

"Wekillhim.Thisfeudhasbeengoingonfor

toolongandI'mgoingtoendit

onceandforever."
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CHAPTERTHIRTYEIGHT

HANNA

Iwokeupinawhiteroom,thesoftsilkbetween

mewaswhite,thecurtainsthatwerebeing

blownbythewindwerealsocrispwhiteandI

panicked.

WasIdead?

EventhedressIworewhichreachedmyankles

wasalsowhite.Heavenandwhiteareinthe

sameWhatsAppgroup,soIwasdead.

Sittingupproperlytherewasastingonmyneck

andIplacedmyhandoverit,puttingpressureto

stopthepain.

WhileIwasstillconfusedthedooropenedandI



mayhaveexpectedGodandnotthedevil

himself.

Hesmirkedinhisallblacksuitlookinglikea

demonthathasfallenintoheaven.

Isowishedtowipethatannoyinggrinoffhis

facewithjustoneslapbutasItriedtomovemy

legstheywereboundonthebed,withgolden

chains.

"Yousonofabit..."

Ihissed.

"Watchyourwordsmydear.Idohaveyoualone

inthisroomsoanythingcouldhappen."



Hejumpedin.

"Whatdoyoufuckenwantfromme?"

Iasked,mytearsonthebridgeoffallingbutI

keptthemin.

"Letmetellyoualittlestory.Isawyoufirstat

thatpartybutIknewIhadnochancesoIsent

mysonNkanyeziandohboyhewastakenby

you.Hespentdaystalkingaboutyour

beauty,smileeverythinginhislifestarted

revolvingaroundyouandthatinfuriatedme.I

wantedyouallformyselfbuthewasalready

deepinlove.Sowetookyouashiswifeand

youbecamehismostbelovedthing.Ihadno

problemsinceyouwereatmywatchbutmy

wifesawthewayIlookedatyouandstarted

askingquestionswhichIhadnoanswerstosoI



silencedherforever.Mayherbeautifulsoulrest

inpeace."-Nkanyezi'sfather.

Ilookedatthissickbastardandfeltmybilerise.

Hewascrazyandmadtokillhisownwife.

"EvenafterherdeathIstillcouldn'thaveyou

andwhenyoufellpregnantthatwasthefinal

nailandnowhereweare."

HesmiledandIfelthottearsrushdownmy

cheeks.Hehadthenervetokillhisown

wife,whowasI?

HeuseshisthumbtowipemytearsoffbutI

shovedhishandaway.

"SinceIcan'thaveyounoonewill.I'mgoingto



breakyou.Youaregoingtogivebirthtothose

moronsandI'mgoingtokillthemInfrontof

you."-Nkanyezi'sfather.

Ilostitandslappedhimbutheslappedme

backmakingmefallontothebedandmy

cheekburning.
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CHAPTERTHIRTYSEVEN

HANNA

Icouldn'tignorethebangingonmydoorsoI



wasforcedtogetupandanswerit.Finding

myselffacedwithNontsizi.

"Goofmorningma."

Igreetedandtriedtocoverupmyhalfnaked

body.IusuallysleepnakedwhenI'mwith

NkanyezibuttonightIworeashortsatin

nightdressjustformodesty.

"Iwillneverbeyourmotheryouthing.Get

dressedwearevisitinguBab'Swilili."-She

hissed.

"Didyouseethetime.Itsthreeinthemorning,

thedoctorsadvisedmetogetenoughsleepas

I'minahighriskpregnancy."



Iinformedherbutherjawslocked.

"Wellitsgoodthatyourtimewiththosebratsin

thisfamilyarenumbered."-Nontsizi

SheturnedandwalkedawayandIwasleft

tryingtomakesenseofwhatshejustsaid.

Iwasabouttoclosethedoorwhenthemade

pushedherwayin.

"Ibettertellyouthetruthnowbeforeitstoo

late.MynameisDinaandI'myourguardian.

Lifewasperfectforyouinthispalacebutsince

thedayshewalkedineverythingchanged.She

hasconvincedherbrotherthekingthatyouare

notfitenoughtobequeen.Yourraceisamajor

factorbuttheyknewtheycan'tjusttell

Nkanyezitoletyougobecauseheisheadover



heelsinlove.Theygoingtokillyouifyoudon't

listentome."-Dina.

"LookatthatstoneIgaveittoyou."Shesaid

andItookitoffmyneck.Isomehowtrustedher

andconvertedthestoneintoanecklace.

"Itsglowing."

Imarvelledandshenodded.

"ThatispeacebutIwantyoutolookatitwhen

youaroundNontsiziortheking.Thekingdomis

injeopardyandNontsiziwilldoanythingtoget

thethrone.Firstshewillkillyouandthefuture

heirthenyourhusband,thekingandanyone

whowillstandinherway."-Dina.



"ThisissounrealitslikeI'mwatchinga

telenovelaorsomething."

"Andyouarestarringinit.Nowyouwillbe

meetingthissangoma,hewillgiveyousome

mutiwhohewillclaimisforyourhealthbutno

itstokillyouslowly.Sodon'tdrinkanything,

nothingatalloryouwilldie."-Dina.

"OrIcouldjustgohome.Tellmomanddad

everythingthenbookaplanetickettoJapan

andthereIcouldgetachanceyolearnabout

myroots.ThenfromJapanIcouldgotoNigeria,

Ialwayswantedtogo..."

Sheplacedahandonmyshoulder.

"Thisisserious."-Dina.



Iwalkedawayfromher.

"Iknowthat'swhyI'mfreakingout.Whydid

theywantmetogetmarriedtotheirsonthen

havemekilledafterthat."

Ihalfyelled.IturnedtowhereDinastoodand

shewasn'tthere.ShehasjustvanishedasI

didn'thearthedoorclose.

Iwentandhadabaththenwentdownstairsto

havesomethingtoeatasIwasveryhungry.

Whileeatingthekingwalkedintothedining

roomandacoldchillrandownmyspine.

WhateverrespectIhadforhimwasgone.How



couldyoukillyouson'swifejustbecausesheis

nottheraceyouprefer.

"Goodmorning."HegreetedandIlookedupat

him.

Itssosadthathelookssomuchlikemy

husband."Morning."Isaidquietlyand

continuedwithmyfood.

AllIwantedtodowastoleavethisfamilyand

theirflightsecrets.

YesIloveNkanyeziwithmyallbutifmylifeand

kid'slifemywillbeputindangerbecauseI'm

withhimthenIhavetothinkaboutmybabies

first.



"MakotiIknowyouarenothappyaboutthisbut

itsforyourowngood."

Ilookedupathimfrommyplate.

"Goodformehow?SoIwillbedeadeasilythen

youhavingtogetbloodonyourhands."

HiseyesgrewlargeandIthenrealisedwhatI

justdid.Igotupandmyhandwentintomy

neck,takingoutthenecklacefromunderthe

fabricofmydressanditwasglowingbright.

"Hanna,whateveryouheardisnotthetruth"-The

king.

"Youcouldhavejustleftmeatmyhome.Non

ofthiswouldhavehappened.Youdidn'tneedto



killmeofyoudidn'twantme."

Hetookadeepbreathin.

"Youleavemenochoice."

Hecalledsomeonebehindmewithhisfingers

andIfeltmyarmsbeingrestrained.Itried

fightingthemanbehindmeoffbuthewastoo

bigandstrong.

"Thiswillbealotfasterthenwhatmysister

suggested.RestinpeaceHanna."

Aneedlepiercedintomyskin.Hiscoldeyes

werethelastthingIsawasmybodywentlimp.

Icouldfeeleverythingaroundme,hearnothing

atallbutIknewitwasn'toverasyet.



NKANYEZI

Iparkedmycarnexttoacoupleofblackcars

thatwerearoundtheyardandmademywayin.

ItwasanearlySaturdaymorningandIcameto

visitmywife.Onehandhadalargebasketof

fruitswhilethe.otherweretherosesIhad

boughtforher.

ThemomentIenteredIknewsomethingwas

wrong.Peoplerushedaroundlikeheadless

chickensintraditionaloutfits.

Iwalkedintothelivingroomandmyfatherand

someofmyuncleswereseatedwithagroupof

othermeninsuitswithawomanwhosatona



grassmatinfrontofthemwithherheadbowed.

MyfatherwasthefirstoneupasIwalkedin

andthatsmiletoldmehewasuptosomething.

"Son,itsgoodyouhavefinallymadeit."

HepattedmybackbutIstoodinthepositionI

was.

"Whereismywife?"

Iaskedandhrsmirked.

"Here,abeautifulZuluwomanyoudeserve."

Ilaughed.



"WhereisHanna?Mybeautiful,Japanese

womanIloveandIknowIdeserve."

Hefixedhissuit.

"She'sgone.NtombehlewilltakeherplaceandI

seeyoubroughtherflowers."-Father.

Idon'tknowwhenthebasketoffruitsflewto

himbutallIsawwasfruitsscattered

everywhereandeveryoneontheirfeet.

Iknewhedidsomethingtoher.Allthe

girlfriendsIhadandhedidn'tlikeendedup

deadormissingbuthecouldn'tdothatto

Hanna.



"She'sgonesonandyouhavetoacceptit.

Ntombehlecomeheremydear."-Father.

ThatgirlgotupandIwasfuming.

Shestoodinfrontofmewithherheadbowed.

"Meetyourhusband."-Father.

Igrabbedhimbyhissuitcollarpushingthisgirl

outofthewayandshefellontopofthecoffee

table.

"IwillfindherandwhenIdo,Iwillcomeback

andkillyouwithmybarehands.Therestofthe

girlsyoukilledmeantnothingtomebutHanna

sheismyworld."



Ipushedhimoffandwalkedaway.

"Goodluckfindingherandwhenyoudo,sendher

corpsetotheCetshwayo's.I'msuretheywill

appreciateburyingtheirdaughter."

She'snotdead.Icouldfeelitinme.
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HANNA

Iwokeupinawhiteroom,thesoftsilkbetween

mewaswhite,thecurtainsthatwerebeing

blownbythewindwerealsocrispwhiteandI

panicked.



WasIdead?

EventhedressIworewhichreachedmyankles

wasalsowhite.Heavenandwhiteareinthe

sameWhatsAppgroup,soIwasdead.

Sittingupproperlytherewasastingonmyneck

andIplacedmyhandoverit,puttingpressureto

stopthepain.

WhileIwasstillconfusedthedooropenedandI

mayhaveexpectedGodandnotthedevil

himself.

Hesmirkedinhisallblacksuitlookinglikea

demonthathasfallenintoheaven.



Isowishedtowipethatannoyinggrinoffhis

facewithjustoneslapbutasItriedtomovemy

legstheywereboundonthebed,withgolden

chains.

"Yousonofabit..."

Ihissed.

"Watchyourwordsmydear.Idohaveyoualone

inthisroomsoanythingcouldhappen."

Hejumpedin.

"Whatdoyoufuckenwantfromme?"

Iasked,mytearsonthebridgeoffallingbutI



keptthemin.

"Letmetellyoualittlestory.Isawyoufirstat

thatpartybutIknewIhadnochancesoIsent

mysonNkanyeziandohboyhewastakenby

you.Hespentdaystalkingaboutyour

beauty,smileeverythinginhislifestarted

revolvingaroundyouandthatinfuriatedme.I

wantedyouallformyselfbuthewasalready

deepinlove.Sowetookyouashiswifeand

youbecamehismostbelovedthing.Ihadno

problemsinceyouwereatmywatchbutmy

wifesawthewayIlookedatyouandstarted

askingquestionswhichIhadnoanswerstosoI

silencedherforever.Mayherbeautifulsoulrest

inpeace."-Nkanyezi'sfather.

Ilookedatthissickbastardandfeltmybilerise.

Hewascrazyandmadtokillhisownwife.



"EvenafterherdeathIstillcouldn'thaveyou

andwhenyoufellpregnantthatwasthefinal

nailandnowhereweare."

HesmiledandIfelthottearsrushdownmy

cheeks.Hehadthenervetokillhisown

wife,whowasI?

HeuseshisthumbtowipemytearsoffbutI

shovedhishandaway.

"SinceIcan'thaveyounoonewill.I'mgoingto

breakyou.Youaregoingtogivebirthtothose

moronsandI'mgoingtokillthemInfrontof

you."-Nkanyezi'sfather.

Ilostitandslappedhimbutheslappedme

backmakingmefallontothebedandmy

cheekburning
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CHAPTERTHIRTYNINE

HANNA

It'shasbeeneightmonthsandI'mstillinthis

bigcastle.Itjustanoldbuildingontheoutside

butwhenyouenteritisabsolutelygorgeousbut

allthatdidn'tmatterasNkanyeziwasnthere

withme.

MyhopehasfallenandIguessI'mhereforever..

Thedooropenedandmycaretakerwalkedin.

ShehadatraywithherbutIhadnoappetite.

"Justhaveafewspoonthenyou'llfeelbetter."

ShebeggedandIshookmyhead.



"OnlyNkanyeziwillmakefeelbetter."

Iansweredandsatbackonthebed,lettingthe

curtainfallandcoverthesunlight.Itwasearly

inthemorningandviewoutsidewas

magnificent.

IfNkanyezicouldcomeandrescueme,iwilllike

himtobuymeaplacelikethistoraisemykids.

It'slargewithabeautifulgardenandmybabies

couldrunaroundfreelyandbeingawayfrom

thenoisycitywillbeadreamcometrue.

"YouhavetoeatfirstthenIwilltellyousome

goodnews."



ShesaidandIlaidbackonbed,placingmyhand

onmyhugestomach.Icouldhardlywalk

properlyandIcan'tevenrememberthelastI

sawmytoesandmysecondhomeisnowthe

toilet.

"IsitNkanyezi?"Shesmiledandbroughtthe

trayclosertome.

"Maybe!Noweat."

Ifrownedbutobeyedherandcontinuedeating.

Aftereatingshecamebackandslippedapaper

underthepillow.

"Gotothetoilet,therearecamerasinhere."



Idraggedmyselfoffthebedafterstuffingthe

paperonmynowbigbreastsandwalkedto

toilet.

Igotinthereandsatonthetoiletpanopening

theletterandIknewitwasfromNkanyezi.

Iknewhisneathandwritingandhislazyf's.I

couldfeeltearsfillupmyeyesasIthoughtof

him.

Ithasbeenmonthsandhearingfromjust

awokenaburningfireinme.

"Mylove,themotherofmykidsandthemost

beautifulwomanIknow.

IthasbeenlongbutI'vefinallyfoundwherehe

keptyou.



SittightandIwillbebringingyouhomesoon.

IloveyouHanna."

Thepagewassprinkledwithsomeofmytears

butIheardthedooropeningandIgotup

puttingthepaperbehindthetoiletseatthe

walkedoutwipingmytears.

"Youhavebeencrying."

Ilookedathimandcouldfeelmyanger

threatentopouroureveryporeonmybody.

Ihatethisman.

"DrMartinwillcheckyouup."



Ilookedatthedoctor.

"Idon'tneedacheckup,Imfine."

Ianswered.

"MrsDlamini,youareeightmonthspregnant

andcangivebirthatanymomentnowsowe

havetoknowwhat'sgoingon?"-DrMartin.

"Iknowwhat'sgoingoninhereandI'mfinenow

leavemealone."

DrMartinlookedatNkanyezi'sfatherandhe

signalledforhimtogiveusamoment.

"Whatchangedyourmind?Youwerealreadyat



yourbreakingpointanddidn'tcarenomore."

Ismiled.

"Somethinggavemehopethatmyhusbandwill

beheresoon."

Hiseyeschangedandhewalkedout.

Afewminuteslatertheguardsfloodedmy

roomandturnedeverythingupsidedown.

Afterawhileoneofthewalkedoutoftheen-

suitwiththatletterfromNkanyezi.

Meandmybigmouth.



Nkanyezi'sfathercameandtookme

downstairsandthewaschairwithchainsonit

inthelounge.

"Iratherkillyoubeforehegetsyou."
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HANNA

Iwastiedonachairandhestoodinfrontofme

withagun.IfonlyIjustkeptquietnothingwould

havehappened.

"Youjusthadtoinvolvehim.YouknowhowI



loveyou,Hanna."

Ishookmyheadwhiletearsrandownmy

cheeks.

"Ihateyou.IwillneverloveyouandIcursethe

dayIsetfootintheDlaminikingdom.YesImet

Nkanyeziwhoisperfectformebuthisfamilyis

evilandIhateyouall."

Iscreamed.

"Thenyouleavemewithnochoice."

Hepointedthegunatmeandallmyfuture

vanished.



Itookadeepbreathinthenclosedmy

eyes,sayingasilentprayer.

ThenIheardalongbang.

IknewIwasdeadbutwhatsurprisedmewas

thatIcouldn'tfeelanypainonmybodybesides

thegushofwaterbetweenmythighs.

IopenedmyeyesandfoundNkanyeziwitha

gunonhishandandlookingonthefloorwas

hisfatheronapoolofhisownblood.

"Ichoseyouinsteadofhim."

Hesaidwithhisvoicebreakingbeforefallingon

tothefloorandhishandsonhisface.



Iwantedtorushtohimandwrapmyarms

aroundhimbutIcouldn'tasIwasboundonthis

chair.

Hegotupafterawhileandwalkedtowardsme.

Untyingmyhandsandlegsthenkneeleddown

infrontofme.Hisarmsaroundmybellyand

tearsrushingdownhischeeks.

"Iloveyou,Hanna."

Hewhispered,hiseyesmeetingmineandmy

owntearsblurringmyvision.

"Iloveyoutoo."

Isaidbackandastrikingpainwentacrossmy

tummyandaloudwailleftmymouth.



"Didyoujustpeeonyourself?"-Nkanyezi.

Ilookedatmydressanditwaswet.

"NkanyeziIthinkI'mabouttogivebirth."

Hefrozeforawhile,juststaringatmewithhis

eyespoppedout.

Thencarriedmeoffthechairtothevarious

sportcarsparkedoutside.

"Guys,takecareofthemessinsideandmake

suretherearenoloseends.I'mabouttobea

father."-Nkanyezi.



Hebuckledmeontothecarthenwentbackto

hisseatandstartedthecar.

"Wherearewe?"Iaskedtryingtogetmy

breathingincheck.

"Botswana,I'vegotsomecontactsinthis

countrysoyouaregoingtogivebirth

comfortably."

Hegrabbedmyhandandsqueezedit.

"Iwillaskoneoftheguystogetsomeclothes

andeverythingyouwillneed.Ineedtomake

somecalls."-Nkanyezi.

InoddedasIplacedmyfeetonthedashboard

andloweredthecarseat.Whilebitingmylips.



"Idon'tthinkIwilleverhavesexagain!"I

screamed,puttingmyheadbackandopening

mythighs.

Wewerenowatahospitalandeveryonewas

fussingovermewhileNkanyeziwaspacingup

anddowntalkingonthephone.

Icouldn'tbarethepain,itwastoomuchandI'm

sureIwillleavethenursesinthisroomdeaf.

Therewasastaffofaboutsixtyallrushing

aroundpreparingformyc-section.

NKANYEZI

Thenextday.



IhadHannatransportedbacktoSouthAfrica

aftergivingbirthtomyfivebeautifulbabies.

Therewerefourboysandonegirl.Therewere

nocomplicationsbutthefemaleisthe

youngestandherlungsweren'tthatdeveloped

sosheneedsassistancebreathing.

IwentbacktoHanna'swardandshewasup

butyoucouldtellthatshewasinpain.

"Hey."

Isaidkissingherforeheadandshesmiled

faintly.

"Mybabies."



Ismiledandranmyhandsonherface.

"Iwillaskthenursetobringthemin."

WhenIwasabouttowalkout,sheheldmyhand.

"Iloveyou."Shesaid,hervoicelowandtired.

"Iloveyoutoo."

Irepliedbackandplacedapeckonherlips

beforewalkingout.

Theend.


