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INTRO

Inlifewearetoldthatoppositeattract.

darknessaxistsothatwecanappriciate

thelight.thatswhyweneedtofallinlove

withpeoplewhocompleteus,someone

totraveltheroadwithus.Someoneto

pickusupwhenwefalldawnandcarry

ushome.Travelwithmeinthisjourney

ofloveandselfdiscovery,wherethe

pastthreatensthefuture.

[05/04,13:43] :insert1

Ican’tbelieveIam standingheretoday,

outsideofthisfourwalls,itsurefeels

likeadream.Ihavedreamedaboutthis



daysincethefirstnightIspentinthis

hellholebutIdidnotevenoncebelieve

itwouldcometrue.“It’sallrightPhumla,

it’sallovernow”hesayspattingmy

back.Iam downonmykneescrying

becauseIstillcan’tbelievethatthisday

isfinallyhere.Icouldn’tsleeplastnight

becauseIwasafraidtowakeupandbe

tolditwasalladream.ButIam here

nowandIam reallyfree,therainthat

fallsonmybackremindsmethatitall

realandIam notdreaming.Islowlyget

upandtakeinadeepbreath.Idon’t

wanttolookbacksoIjustwalkon,Iwill

definitelydoanythinginmypowernotto

findmyselfbackhereagain.



MynameisPhumlaniZunguIam 30

yearsoldandtodaymarksthedayofmy

rebirth.Todayisthedaymylifetakesa

turnforthebetter,todayisthedayI

becomeafreeman.Igetintotheback

ofthecarandSimonislookingwith

worryandconcerninhiseyes.“Areyou

ohkndoda?”heaskashetakesasit

nexttomeattheback.“NgirightSy,and

thankyouverymuchforeverything,I

don’tthinkIwouldhavesurvivedmy

timehereifyoualsochoosetoturnyou

backonmelikeeveryoneelse.”Henods

andasksthedrivertodrivetoahotel.I

askedhim tobookmeintoahotel

becauseIdon’twanttogohome.Infact,

IdoubtIstillhaveahome.Simon,



wantedtotakemeinbutIjustdidnot

wanttoinconveniencehisfamily,I

understandthathehasayoungwife

nowandIdon’twanttomakeherfeel

uncomfortableinherownhome.Weall

knowhowpeoplesometimesfeel

awkwardaroundformerconvicts,plus

theguyhasalreadydonemoreforme.

“Weareheremfwethu”Sysays.Iwas

notevenawarethatweareparkedin

frontofthehotel.Itakeadeepbreath

“Canyoupleasegiveme5more

minutes?”Iask.“Sho,youwillfindme

insidewhenyouareready”hesays

walkingoutafterpattingmyback,the

driverfollowsandstandoutside.



Iclosemyeyesassoonasthecardoor

closes.Isayaprayerthankingthelord

forprotectingmeallthosemonthsin

prisonandforaffordingmeasecond

chanceinlife.AftertheprayerIwalkout

ofthecarandwalkintothehotel.

IfindSywaitingformeatthereception.

HewalkstotheliftandIfollowhim “I

thoughtyoukilledyourselfintherebro”

hesaysjokingly.“Never,ifitwasthat

easyIwouldhavedoneitthefirstnightI

spendinprison”Isaywalkingintothe

lift.“YaziPhumla,Iam gladyoudidnot

choosetotaketheeasywayout,Idoubt

Iwouldhavesurvived.Irespectyou

ndoda”hesays.“Idon’tthinkweknow

whatwecansurviveuntilwefind



ourselvesinthatsituation.Imean4

yearsago,Iwouldnothavedreamtof

spendingadayinjailandsurviving

mfwethu,buthereIam”Ireply

shruggingmyshoulders.Wereachour

floorandwalktotheroom.

“Ihavealittlepresentforyou,Ihopeyou

willlikeit”Sysaysstandingbythedoor.

“Aslongasit’snotasurpriseparty,I

toldyouIam notreadytoseeanyone”I

saypointingmyfingerathim.Hejust

shrugshisshouldersandopenthedoor.

“Fuckndoda,thisIlike”Isaypattinghim

onthebackandsmiling.IlikewhatIsee

ofcourse,twobeautifulhalfnaked

ladieschillingonthebed.YouseeIhave



beenstarved,Simontriedtofindaway

tobringmesomewhileIwasstill

incarceratedbutallattemptsfailed.

“WellIam gladyouapprove,cozIhave

toleave.IpromisedmydaughterIwill

beattendinghersoccermatchtoday.

Ladies,pleasemakesuremyfriendhere

hasthebesttimeonhislife”Sysay.

“Beforeyouleave,whenam Igettingmy

stuff?Ineedtostartworking”.“Youwill

getyourtoystomorrowmorning,along

withyoubankcards.”Hesaysand

pause,helooksattheladiesbehindme

andsaid“Phumla,wewilldiscuss

everythingtomorrowohk.Gogetridof

allthatcerebos,Iam sureyouareready

tooffload25liters”hesayslaughing



andrunningtothedoor.Crazysonofa

b***h.Iturnmyattentiontothetwo

ladiesonthebedwhoarelookingatme

seductivelyandIam ashardasaniron.

Damn,tonightisthenight.
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Iam wokenupbyaloudbangingonthe

door.Damn,whattimeisit.Ibarelyslept

lastnight.Thetwoladieswerehaving

troublekeepingup,Imadesurethey

workedforeverypennypaidtothem.“I

am coming,juststopbangingthedoor

likeaprisonwarder,Ididnotleave

prisontobewokenlikeaninmate”I

shoutremovingoneoftheladieshead

from mychest.Mxm sheistoo

comfortable,cuddlinglikewearelovers.



Theyshouldwakeupandleavealready.

“Damnyoulooklikeyouhadarough

night,Ifeelforthepoorladies”Simon

sayspushinghiswayin.“Whattimeisit

andaren’tyousupposedtobeeating

breakfastinbedorsomething”Iask

yawning.“Itslatendoda,didn’tyouused

towakeupat4am inAlcatraz?”ooooh

really?Whatwouldheknowabout

Alcatraz?theprisonIwasinwasmore

likeSunCitythanAlcatrazasheputsit.

Butthespecialholidaytreatmentwas

notforallofus.Iwasluckyreally

becausethereisnothingmoneycannot

buyinthiscountry.Simonwokethe

ladiesupnicelyandaskedthem toleave.



ApparentlypaymentwasdoneviaEFT

beforetheyshowedup,yahthingshave

reallychangedouthere.Prostitutesare

paidviaEFT,Iam tolditsforsafety

reasons,onetheydon’tfeelsafecarrya

lotofcash,Idon’tevenwanttoknow

howmuchtheywerepaid,andtwo

somecustomersrunawaywithout

paying.Thatisjustnotfair.Weneedto

respecteachother’strade,Imeanhow

wouldyoufeelifsomeoneusedyour

servicesandrefusedtopayupafter?

Otherprofessionalswouldthreatenlegal

actionbecausethelawisontheirside

whilethisprofession(prostitution)isnot

evenrecognizedbythelaw.



“Whattimeismystuffgettinghere?”I

ask.“Theyshouldbearrivinganytime

from now”hesayscheckinghiswatch.

“Ohk,Ineedashower,pleaseorderus

somebreakfastwhileyouareatit.Iam

famished”Isaywalkingtothebathroom.

ItakeaquickshowerandIswearthat’s

justwhatthedoctorordered,mybody

sureneededthisaftertheroughnightI

had.

IwalkbacktofindSimononthephone.I

assumeheistalkingtohiswifebecause

heisallsoftandhumbleandheisall

aboutsmiles.Mxm pussywhippedass.I

searchthroughabagthathebrought

withhim andpulloutapairofbluejeans,



bluegolfshirtandwhitesnickers.Simon

knowsmytasteverywellthatwhyItrust

him toorganizethingsforme.“Mfwethu,

yourtoysareoverthere”hesays

pointinghisfingeratalargeboxnextto

thetable.Thestuffmusthavearrived

whenIwasstillintheshower.“Wow

finally,nowIcanstartworking”Isay

withasmileonmyface.Iopenthebox

andtakeoutthelaptop,cellphoneand

somediscsthatareinthebox.Ipluckin

thelaptopandswitchiton.Iam busy

installingsomesoftwareandcoding.

Youshouldknowthatcomputersaremy

specialty.Icaneasilyhackintoany

system Iwantto.iam thatgood,evenif

Isaysomyself.



“Areyousureyoustillknowwhatyou

aredoing?”heasksleaninginbehindmy

back.“Ungazongijwayela,thisislike

ridingabicycle,itdoesn’tmatterhow

longyoutakenotriding.Maybeifyou

stopbreathingdownmyneckIwill

finishherefast”Isaywithoutlookingat

him.Hechucklesandwalksaway.Wise

move,Icannoweasilyconcentrateon

whatIam doing.Thereisaknockonthe

door,SyandIlookateachotherbefore

heaskswhoisit?“Room servicesir”a

voicerespondsontheotherside.Ishift

myattentionbacktomycomputer

screenasSyopensthedoorandaccept

thebreakfast.Iam veryhungrybutIam



inthezone,damnImissedmy“toys”.I

am donewithinstallingandcodingafter

twohoursandhalf,Ididnotevenhear

Simonleave.Imusthavebeenreallyin

thezone,it’sagoodthinghe

understandsthatonceIstartworkingI

becomeobliviousofmysurrounding.

Idecidetohackintothecameras

system ofthehoteltotestitoutandboy

itworkslikewonder.Igetupandhelp

myselftothebreakfast,orshouldIsay

whatremainsofit.Simoncaneatthe

wholecowshouldhebegivenachance.

“Didyouwin?”thathowheanswershis

phone.“Whoam I,huh?”“Uyinjandoda,

youaretheman.Letmewrapfew



thingshere,Iwillseeyouinanhour”he

says.“Cool”Ireplybeforehangingup.I

decidetoleavetheplacekhengishaywe

wumoya.Iaskthemanatreceptionto

callmeacabandtotakemetothemall

tobuysomefewthingsbeforeIleave.I

decidedthatIwouldberelocating,there

ishonestlynothingformehereanymore,

justpainfulmemoriesthatIwantto

leavebehind.SimonboughtmesomeIT

companyinLimpopothatwasaboutto

shutdown,Iwanttorebuildmylifefar

from thisplace.

Iknowyouareprobablyaskingyourself

howIendedupinprisonandwhatwasI

sentencedfor.Butthatisastoryfor



anotherday,allyouneedtoknowisthat

Ididnotkill,rapeorstealIwasjustina

wrongplaceatawrongtimewiththe

wrongcrowed.Ihavebeenherefor40

minandIneedtoheadbacktothehotel

beforeSimoncomesback,hedidsayhe

willbethereinanhours’time.Idecide

tocallhim topassbythemallandpick

meup.“Iam onmywaymfwethunguya

fikamanjeao”Ilaugh,thisguyshasno

phonemannersshem.“bengithi

uzongitholangasePavillionao”Isay.

“ohk,ngiyafikake,pleaseorderussome

lunchwhileyouareatit”thisman

doesn’thiswifefeedhim?“Kulungileke,

uzongitholangaseSpur”wesayour

goodbyesandhangup.Iwalkintothe



restaurantandordersomefoodfortwo.

DecidedtogooglePolokwanewhileI

waitforSyandthefood.Ilearnsome

interestingthingsabouttheprovince,I

reallydidnotknowmuchaboutit.Ijust

wanttobefarfrom thisplace.

“bengakwaziukithiubuyile,wereyounot

supposedtospendlike25yearsinside?”

Iknowthatvoice,shebetterleaveme

alonecozIam notinthemoodtodeal

withher.SeewhyIneedtorelocate,my

unpleasantpastiseverywhere.“Phumla

ngikhulumanawe”shesays.Ilookup

andImustsay,sheisstillasbeautiful

aseverbutIbetsheisstillaheatless,

golddiggingwhore.“Zinzi,leaveme



aloneplease.Itcan’tbethatdifficult,

youdiditforthepast4yearssomove

along”Isaylookingatherintheeye.

Shesmirksandrubsherbigbellyand

walksoff,IwonderwhySynevertoldme

thatsheispregnant.Mxm.Itakeadeep

breath,decidestosearchforaplan

ticketonline.Iam leavingassoonas

tomorrow.Simonwillhaveto

understand.Theplanwasformeto

move,afteraweekbutIcan’tbeinthis

placeanymore.Atleastahousehas

alreadybeenboughtformethatside.I

willusetheweektosightseebefore

startingatthecompany
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Rorisang



Ora:“mommymommytsoga,tsoga”

that’sthesoundofmylittleprincess

wakingmeup

Me:“oooohOra5moreminutesplease”

Ipleadwithherrefusingtoopenmy

eyes.

Ora:“Butmommyyoupromisedme

pancakes”shewhinesassheisjumping

upanddownonmybed.Theregoesmy

beautysleep,Iopenmyeyesandsmile

atthisbeautifulgirlwhoisbossingme

around.Ihavetoapologizetomy

motherforallthetimesIbossedher

around,thismustbekarma.

Me:“HappybirthdayprincessOra,



mommylovesyouverymuchandyou

aremylittlesunshine,youbrightenup

mylife”IsayasIpullherforawarm hug

andkissingheralloverherface.She

gigglesandmyheartjumpsforjoy.

“Comelet’swashyourfaceandbrush

yourteethbeforepancakes”.Sherunsto

thebathroom withmebehindher.Wedo

ourbusinessandgotothekitchento

makepancakes.Myphoneringsandby

justlookingatthecallerIDIknowthe

callisnotmeantformebuttheprincess,

Ihandherthephoneandherfacelights

upwhensheseesthecallerID.She

choosestolaughandnotanswerthe

phone,Ilookatheramusedandwonder

whyshedoesn’twanttotalktoThuso.



Me:“whyareyouignoringthephoneOra

don’tyouwanttotalktoTS”Iask.

Ora:“Nomommyhemustwaitonthe

ladybecausealadyisnotalways

availableyouknow”shesayswithsome

attitudeIlookatheramused.Thephone

ringsagainandthistimesheanswer

Ora:“helloTS”.

Thuso:“Happybirthdaymylady,howare

youtoday”?heasks.

Ora:“Iam finebutitcanbebetteryou

know”shesays.

TS:“ooohreally,whatcanIdotomakeit

better”hesays.



Ora:“wellyoucantellmeyouare

attendingmybirthdaypartylateron

today,ImissyouTS”.

Iwalkoutleavingheronthephonetogo

bath.OraandThusohavethemost

beautifulrelationshipever,theyarevery

closeandwhenshewasbornThuso

namedherMelena(meaninglove,grace

andwarmth)apparentlyitoriginates

from Czech.Thusoismybigbrother

andhasalwaysplayedafatherroleto

mydaughter.Hehasadoctoratein

Linguistichencetheloveforforeign

names.HelivesinJohannesburg

becauseofhisworkatWits.Ialso

wonderifhewillbecomingforOra’s



partybutIwouldn’tblamehim ifhecan’t.

Gautengistoofartodrivejusttoattend

achild’s6thbirthdayparty.Weare

havingalittlecelebrationatMike’s

KitchenoutsideMalloftheNorth.We

invitedabout20children,Ora’sfriends

andcousinsofheragegroup.Iwalk

backtothekitchenonlytofindsheis

stillonthephonewithThuso.

Me:“Orayouneedtosaybyenowso

thatwecangogetyourhairdone,Ausi

Keneilweiswaitingforyou”.Shehands

methephoneandrushestothe

bedroom.

Me:“SouncleT,areyoucoming”?Iask

mybrother.



TS:“ofcauseIam coming,Iwouldn’t

missmyprincess’sbirthday”hesays.

Me:“Youwillmakesuchagreatfather

watsebamaraThuso”.

TS:Helaughs“Idon’twantkidsRori,

Melenaisenoughforme”.

Haiyouwillneverwinwiththisone.My

motherhasbeenbegginghim tobring

homeamakotibuthesaysnotanytime

soon.SometimesIthinkthese

academicsjustsucksinlovecozthey

spendmostoftheirtimeswiththeir

books.OraandIleavethehouseto

Keneilwe’shouse3streetsawaytoget

herhairdone.Idropheroffandcallmy



dadtodrivemetocollectthecakeat

MadibaPark.

Fewhourslaterweareofftotownand

theprincessissulkingbecauseTSis

nothereyetandhisphoneison

voicemail.Myfatherdropsusoffand

remindsmetocallhim anhourbefore

sothathecanpickusup.Wewalkinto

thevenueandmyOrajumpsupand

downwithhappinesswhensheseesthe

decorationwiththeDocMcstuffins

themeandCake.Mydaughterbathong,

shewantstobeaDoctorwhenshe

growsup,notjustanydoctor“adoctor

whohealsanimals”asshealwayssays.

Childrenstartsarrivingatthevenueand

thepartybegins.Iam sittingwithmy



friendMphoatthebacksupervisingthe

kids.Weaskedtheparentstodropoff

thekidsandpickthem upat16:30.An

hourintothepartyThusowalksinwitha

biggestpresentinhishands,Oraspots

heruncleandrunstohim.Ishedatear

becauseIam gratefulformybrotherfor

alwaysbeingthereformylittleprincess.

Shehasneverfeltthatshedoesn’thave

afather.

Mymindwondersoffto9yearsago

whenImeetOra’sfather.Hewaswhat

wewouldconsiderabeautifulblack

man,hewaswellbuiltashewasinto

soccerandgym anddarkincomplexion,

nottoodarkbutacceptabledark.Iused



tocallhim myblackcoffee.Wewere

sooinloveandIwassurehewasmy

forever.ImeetThapeloKgalemawhenI

wasdoingmyfirstyearattheUniversity

ofJohannesburg.Itwasthe3rddayof

orientationandhewasanusher.He

introducedhimselfatlunchtimeand

askedwhyIwassittingalone.

Me:“wellIam sortofaloner”

Thapelo:“ooohsoam I,howaboutwe

becomelonerstogether?”hesaidwitha

beautifulsmile.

Wesattogetheruntillunchwasdone

andheofferedtowalkmetomyroom

attheendoftheday.Afterorientation



heaskedmetowaitatleast30minutes

forhim astheyonlyknockedoff30min

aftertheprogrammewasdone.Iwaited

andheaccompaniedmetomyroom,I

wasstayingoffcampusandhewas

stayingoncampus.Webecameclose

friendsandlaterstartedtodate.Iwas

studyingtowardsBusiness

administrationandhewasdoinghis

secondyearineducation.Ireally

thoughtThapelowastheone,he

promisedmeheavenandearthbutI

guessIwasafoolinlovebecauseIfell

forallhischarm.Forthenextthree

yearsatvarsityIlivedmylifeforhim,we

movedintogetherwhenIwasdoingmy

secondyearwhilemakingsurethatour



parentsneverfindsout.Wewereboth

farfrom home,hecamefrom Taungin

NorthWestandIcamefrom Seshegoin

Limpopoandmyparentneverpoliced

mebecauseIwasagoodstraightA

child.Iplannedmylifeandfuture

aroundThapelobecauseIwas

convincedhewasmyforever.LittledidI

knowthathedidnotfeelthesame.We

werestillhappyinourlittlebubble3

yearslaterwhenIfellpregnant.Thapelo

wasdoinghisfourthyearandIwas

doingwasmy3rd.Wewereallinour

finalyearandlookingforwardtoour

futuretogether.

AfterfindingoutIwaspregnantIrushed



toourlittlelovenestandcookedhis

favoritemeal.NotthatIwashappy

beingpregnantbutabortionwasnotan

optionasitgoesagainstmybelief.Iam

notaChristianbutIwouldn’twanttokill

aninnocentsoilandIthoughtsince

ThapeloandIaredeeplyinlovewe

wouldmakeitwork.Thapelowasbusy

withhispracticalsataschoolinTaung

butmadesurehewouldcomeback

everyFriday.Icalledtocheckhowfarhe

wasandheassuredmethathewillbe

homesoon.

AfterfewhourshearrivedandIwas

donecooking,weateoveralight

conversationwithmelaughingatthe



storieshesharedabouthisstudents

andotherstaffmembers.Thiswasmy

safeheaven,eatingandlaughingwith

theloveofmylife.Wemadeloveinthe

mostpassionatewayassuringeach

otherhowmuchwelovedoneanother.

AswewerecuddlinginbedIpulledthe

pregnancytestandhandeditoverto

Thapelo.

Thapelo:“whatisthis?”heaskedwitha

frownonhisface.

Me:“it’sapregnancytestlove,wenow

knowwhyIhavebeensickthispastfew

weeks”.Ilookedathim puzzledashe

laughedandshookhisheadlikeIwas

justjoking.



Thapelo:“areyoutryingtotrapme

becauseIam abouttostartworking?”

What?WhywouldIwanttotraphim?I

didnotplantofallpregnantandIam not

surewhathemeansaboutmetrapping

him.Hehasalwaysgavemethe

impressionthatwewillbetogether

forever,whywouldItraphim?

Me:“Iam nottryingtotrapyouThapelo”

Isaidwithtearsrunningdownmy

cheeks.

Thapelo:“finethenyouwillnothavean

issueterminatingthatpregnancy,

becauseIam notreadytobetieddown.

Istillwanttolivealittleandexperience



theworldoutthere.Iwilltakeyoutoa

Drfirstthinginthemorning”hesaidand

kissedmyforehead.

Me:“Iam keepingthebabyThapelo,I

wouldnotkillmychild”.

Thapelo:“reallynow?Ohkfine,be

preparedtodothisonyourown.LikeI

saidIam notreadytodothiswithyou

Rorisang”hesaidandturntolookthe

otherway.

Icriedmyselftosleepthatnightpraying

thathewouldwakeupwithachangeof

heart.Iwokeupinthemorningaround8

andThapelowasnotsleepingnextme.I

foundanenvelopeonthetablewith

R2000andanotethatsaidIshouldgo

terminateifIstillwantedhim inmylife.I



calledhim.

Thapelo:“hiRori,haveyoudecided?”

That’showheansweredhisphone.

Wow,Iam Rorinow,notmyloveorbaby

likehealwayscalledme.Ifeltsocheap,

IfeltlikeIhaven’tknownthispersonfor

thepast3years.

Me:“IdecidedtokeepthebabyThapelo,

Icannotsubjectbyselftoanabortion

andIwouldneverforgivemyself”Isaid

inbetweenthesobbing.

Thapelo:“finethenpleasepackupmy

thingsIwilltakethem onmywayto

home,Iam sorrywecan’tmakeus

work”withthatsaidhehangedthe



phone.

What?IsthismyThapelo?Whatisreally

goingonhere?

Hereallyleftandtookallhisclothes,

justlikethata3yearrelationshipcame

toanend.Icriedmyselftosleepforthe

next3weekswithnowordfrom Thapelo,

untilIwokeupatahospital.Apparently

myneighborbecomeworriedafternot

seeingmefor2daysandaskedmy

landlordtoopenupmyroom.Iwas

foundunconsciousandIwasrushedto

thehospital.Myparentswecalledand

mydadwasverydisappointedinme.I

hadtodropmystudiesandmoveback

homesothatmymothercantakecare

ofmeasIwasdepressed.Icouldn’t



finishmystudiesthatyearandchoseto

stayhomethefollowingyear.Igave

birthtoabeautifulbabygirlinJuly2012,

namedOratilweMelenaMokoena.When

Orawas4yearsoldIdecidedtofinish

myoutstandingsubjectswithUnisa,

thankstoThusowhosetmedownand

paintedascarypictureofwhatmylife

wouldbewithouteducation.Iwentback

andfinishedwithmyqualification.Iwas

busywithmyInternshiplastyearandI

am veryhappywithmylifeandmylittle

angel.

Ora:“mommylookwhatTSgotforme”

shesaystappingmyshoulderbringing

backfrom mythought.



Me:“wowOrathisissoobeautiful,now

youcanstartpracticingyourskillsmy

youngdoctor”

Thusogotheralearningresources

pretendplaypetvethospitalset.Ismile

atherandthenturntomybotherwitha

smile.

TS:okareokgolekamenaganoso(why

doesitseem likeyourmindisfar)he

sayspullingmeinforahug.

Me:“Iam justtiredit’sbeenalongweek

planningthisdiva’sparty”

TS:“welleverythinglooksperfectand

sheisaveryhappychild,shemakesall

ofushappy”hesayswithabeautiful

smileonhisface.Thereisnowayyou



canmissthelovehehasforthischildin

hiseyes.

Wesitandwatchthekidsenjoythe

partyuntilparentcollecttheirkidsone

byone,thenwemakeourwayhome.It

hasbeenalongdayreallyandweareall

justtired.Wegethome,baththe

princess,takeaquickshowerandoffto

bed.

MynameisRorisangMokwenaandIam

26yearsold,Ihavea6yearold

daughter,2brothersandstillliveswith

myparents.
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Ora:“mommymommytsoga,tsoga”

that’sthesoundofmylittleprincess

wakingmeup

Me:“oooohOra5moreminutesplease”

Ipleadwithherrefusingtoopenmy

eyes.

Ora:“Butmommyyoupromisedme

pancakes”shewhinesassheisjumping

upanddownonmybed.Theregoesmy

beautysleep,Iopenmyeyesandsmile

atthisbeautifulgirlwhoisbossingme

around.Ihavetoapologizetomy

motherforallthetimesIbossedher

around,thismustbekarma.

Me:“HappybirthdayprincessOra,



mommylovesyouverymuchandyou

aremylittlesunshine,youbrightenup

mylife”IsayasIpullherforawarm hug

andkissingheralloverherface.She

gigglesandmyheartjumpsforjoy.

“Comelet’swashyourfaceandbrush

yourteethbeforepancakes”.Sherunsto

thebathroom withmebehindher.Wedo

ourbusinessandgotothekitchento

makepancakes.Myphoneringsandby

justlookingatthecallerIDIknowthe

callisnotmeantformebuttheprincess,

Ihandherthephoneandherfacelights

upwhensheseesthecallerID.She

choosestolaughandnotanswerthe

phone,Ilookatheramusedandwonder

whyshedoesn’twanttotalktoThuso.



Me:“whyareyouignoringthephoneOra

don’tyouwanttotalktoTS”Iask.

Ora:“Nomommyhemustwaitonthe

ladybecausealadyisnotalways

availableyouknow”shesayswithsome

attitudeIlookatheramused.Thephone

ringsagainandthistimesheanswer

Ora:“helloTS”.

Thuso:“Happybirthdaymylady,howare

youtoday”?heasks.

Ora:“Iam finebutitcanbebetteryou

know”shesays.

TS:“ooohreally,whatcanIdotomakeit

better”hesays.



Ora:“wellyoucantellmeyouare

attendingmybirthdaypartylateron

today,ImissyouTS”.

Iwalkoutleavingheronthephonetogo

bath.OraandThusohavethemost

beautifulrelationshipever,theyarevery

closeandwhenshewasbornThuso

namedherMelena(meaninglove,grace

andwarmth)apparentlyitoriginates

from Czech.Thusoismybigbrother

andhasalwaysplayedafatherroleto

mydaughter.Hehasadoctoratein

Linguistichencetheloveforforeign

names.HelivesinJohannesburg

becauseofhisworkatWits.Ialso

wonderifhewillbecomingforOra’s



partybutIwouldn’tblamehim ifhecan’t.

Gautengistoofartodrivejusttoattend

achild’s6thbirthdayparty.Weare

havingalittlecelebrationatMike’s

KitchenoutsideMalloftheNorth.We

invitedabout20children,Ora’sfriends

andcousinsofheragegroup.Iwalk

backtothekitchenonlytofindsheis

stillonthephonewithThuso.

Me:“Orayouneedtosaybyenowso

thatwecangogetyourhairdone,Ausi

Keneilweiswaitingforyou”.Shehands

methephoneandrushestothe

bedroom.

Me:“SouncleT,areyoucoming”?Iask

mybrother.



TS:“ofcauseIam coming,Iwouldn’t

missmyprincess’sbirthday”hesays.

Me:“Youwillmakesuchagreatfather

watsebamaraThuso”.

TS:Helaughs“Idon’twantkidsRori,

Melenaisenoughforme”.

Haiyouwillneverwinwiththisone.My

motherhasbeenbegginghim tobring

homeamakotibuthesaysnotanytime

soon.SometimesIthinkthese

academicsjustsucksinlovecozthey

spendmostoftheirtimeswiththeir

books.OraandIleavethehouseto

Keneilwe’shouse3streetsawaytoget

herhairdone.Idropheroffandcallmy



dadtodrivemetocollectthecakeat

MadibaPark.

Fewhourslaterweareofftotownand

theprincessissulkingbecauseTSis

nothereyetandhisphoneison

voicemail.Myfatherdropsusoffand

remindsmetocallhim anhourbefore

sothathecanpickusup.Wewalkinto

thevenueandmyOrajumpsupand

downwithhappinesswhensheseesthe

decorationwiththeDocMcstuffins

themeandCake.Mydaughterbathong,

shewantstobeaDoctorwhenshe

growsup,notjustanydoctor“adoctor

whohealsanimals”asshealwayssays.

Childrenstartsarrivingatthevenueand

thepartybegins.Iam sittingwithmy



friendMphoatthebacksupervisingthe

kids.Weaskedtheparentstodropoff

thekidsandpickthem upat16:30.An

hourintothepartyThusowalksinwitha

biggestpresentinhishands,Oraspots

heruncleandrunstohim.Ishedatear

becauseIam gratefulformybrotherfor

alwaysbeingthereformylittleprincess.

Shehasneverfeltthatshedoesn’thave

afather.

Mymindwondersoffto9yearsago

whenImeetOra’sfather.Hewaswhat

wewouldconsiderabeautifulblack

man,hewaswellbuiltashewasinto

soccerandgym anddarkincomplexion,

nottoodarkbutacceptabledark.Iused



tocallhim myblackcoffee.Wewere

sooinloveandIwassurehewasmy

forever.ImeetThapeloKgalemawhenI

wasdoingmyfirstyearattheUniversity

ofJohannesburg.Itwasthe3rddayof

orientationandhewasanusher.He

introducedhimselfatlunchtimeand

askedwhyIwassittingalone.

Me:“wellIam sortofaloner”

Thapelo:“ooohsoam I,howaboutwe

becomelonerstogether?”hesaidwitha

beautifulsmile.

Wesattogetheruntillunchwasdone

andheofferedtowalkmetomyroom

attheendoftheday.Afterorientation



heaskedmetowaitatleast30minutes

forhim astheyonlyknockedoff30min

aftertheprogrammewasdone.Iwaited

andheaccompaniedmetomyroom,I

wasstayingoffcampusandhewas

stayingoncampus.Webecameclose

friendsandlaterstartedtodate.Iwas

studyingtowardsBusiness

administrationandhewasdoinghis

secondyearineducation.Ireally

thoughtThapelowastheone,he

promisedmeheavenandearthbutI

guessIwasafoolinlovebecauseIfell

forallhischarm.Forthenextthree

yearsatvarsityIlivedmylifeforhim,we

movedintogetherwhenIwasdoingmy

secondyearwhilemakingsurethatour



parentsneverfindsout.Wewereboth

farfrom home,hecamefrom Taungin

NorthWestandIcamefrom Seshegoin

Limpopoandmyparentneverpoliced

mebecauseIwasagoodstraightA

child.Iplannedmylifeandfuture

aroundThapelobecauseIwas

convincedhewasmyforever.LittledidI

knowthathedidnotfeelthesame.We

werestillhappyinourlittlebubble3

yearslaterwhenIfellpregnant.Thapelo

wasdoinghisfourthyearandIwas

doingwasmy3rd.Wewereallinour

finalyearandlookingforwardtoour

futuretogether.

AfterfindingoutIwaspregnantIrushed



toourlittlelovenestandcookedhis

favoritemeal.NotthatIwashappy

beingpregnantbutabortionwasnotan

optionasitgoesagainstmybelief.Iam

notaChristianbutIwouldn’twanttokill

aninnocentsoilandIthoughtsince

ThapeloandIaredeeplyinlovewe

wouldmakeitwork.Thapelowasbusy

withhispracticalsataschoolinTaung

butmadesurehewouldcomeback

everyFriday.Icalledtocheckhowfarhe

wasandheassuredmethathewillbe

homesoon.

AfterfewhourshearrivedandIwas

donecooking,weateoveralight

conversationwithmelaughingatthe



storieshesharedabouthisstudents

andotherstaffmembers.Thiswasmy

safeheaven,eatingandlaughingwith

theloveofmylife.Wemadeloveinthe

mostpassionatewayassuringeach

otherhowmuchwelovedoneanother.

AswewerecuddlinginbedIpulledthe

pregnancytestandhandeditoverto

Thapelo.

Thapelo:“whatisthis?”heaskedwitha

frownonhisface.

Me:“it’sapregnancytestlove,wenow

knowwhyIhavebeensickthispastfew

weeks”.Ilookedathim puzzledashe

laughedandshookhisheadlikeIwas

justjoking.



Thapelo:“areyoutryingtotrapme

becauseIam abouttostartworking?”

What?WhywouldIwanttotraphim?I

didnotplantofallpregnantandIam not

surewhathemeansaboutmetrapping

him.Hehasalwaysgavemethe

impressionthatwewillbetogether

forever,whywouldItraphim?

Me:“Iam nottryingtotrapyouThapelo”

Isaidwithtearsrunningdownmy

cheeks.

Thapelo:“finethenyouwillnothavean

issueterminatingthatpregnancy,

becauseIam notreadytobetieddown.

Istillwanttolivealittleandexperience



theworldoutthere.Iwilltakeyoutoa

Drfirstthinginthemorning”hesaidand

kissedmyforehead.

Me:“Iam keepingthebabyThapelo,I

wouldnotkillmychild”.

Thapelo:“reallynow?Ohkfine,be

preparedtodothisonyourown.LikeI

saidIam notreadytodothiswithyou

Rorisang”hesaidandturntolookthe

otherway.

Icriedmyselftosleepthatnightpraying

thathewouldwakeupwithachangeof

heart.Iwokeupinthemorningaround8

andThapelowasnotsleepingnextme.I

foundanenvelopeonthetablewith

R2000andanotethatsaidIshouldgo

terminateifIstillwantedhim inmylife.I



calledhim.

Thapelo:“hiRori,haveyoudecided?”

That’showheansweredhisphone.

Wow,Iam Rorinow,notmyloveorbaby

likehealwayscalledme.Ifeltsocheap,

IfeltlikeIhaven’tknownthispersonfor

thepast3years.

Me:“IdecidedtokeepthebabyThapelo,

Icannotsubjectbyselftoanabortion

andIwouldneverforgivemyself”Isaid

inbetweenthesobbing.

Thapelo:“finethenpleasepackupmy

thingsIwilltakethem onmywayto

home,Iam sorrywecan’tmakeus

work”withthatsaidhehangedthe



phone.

What?IsthismyThapelo?Whatisreally

goingonhere?

Hereallyleftandtookallhisclothes,

justlikethata3yearrelationshipcame

toanend.Icriedmyselftosleepforthe

next3weekswithnowordfrom Thapelo,

untilIwokeupatahospital.Apparently

myneighborbecomeworriedafternot

seeingmefor2daysandaskedmy

landlordtoopenupmyroom.Iwas

foundunconsciousandIwasrushedto

thehospital.Myparentswecalledand

mydadwasverydisappointedinme.I

hadtodropmystudiesandmoveback

homesothatmymothercantakecare

ofmeasIwasdepressed.Icouldn’t



finishmystudiesthatyearandchoseto

stayhomethefollowingyear.Igave

birthtoabeautifulbabygirlinJuly2012,

namedOratilweMelenaMokoena.When

Orawas4yearsoldIdecidedtofinish

myoutstandingsubjectswithUnisa,

thankstoThusowhosetmedownand

paintedascarypictureofwhatmylife

wouldbewithouteducation.Iwentback

andfinishedwithmyqualification.Iwas

busywithmyInternshiplastyearandI

am veryhappywithmylifeandmylittle

angel.

Ora:“mommylookwhatTSgotforme”

shesaystappingmyshoulderbringing

backfrom mythought.



Me:“wowOrathisissoobeautiful,now

youcanstartpracticingyourskillsmy

youngdoctor”

Thusogotheralearningresources

pretendplaypetvethospitalset.Ismile

atherandthenturntomybotherwitha

smile.

TS:okareokgolekamenaganoso(why

doesitseem likeyourmindisfar)he

sayspullingmeinforahug.

Me:“Iam justtiredit’sbeenalongweek

planningthisdiva’sparty”

TS:“welleverythinglooksperfectand

sheisaveryhappychild,shemakesall

ofushappy”hesayswithabeautiful

smileonhisface.Thereisnowayyou



canmissthelovehehasforthischildin

hiseyes.

Wesitandwatchthekidsenjoythe

partyuntilparentcollecttheirkidsone

byone,thenwemakeourwayhome.It

hasbeenalongdayreallyandweareall

justtired.Wegethome,baththe

princess,takeaquickshowerandoffto

bed.

MynameisRorisangMokwenaandIam

26yearsold,Ihavea6yearold

daughter,2brothersandstillliveswith

myparents.

[05/04,13:44] :Insert4



It’sbeenaweeksinceOra’sbirthday

partyandtodayIam startinganew

chapterinmylife.It’sMondaythe1stof

AugustandIam startingmyfirstdayat

work.Itreallyhasnotbeeneasyforme

gettinghere.Mylifeplansandgoals

changedafterOrawasconceivedbutI

havenoregretsreally.Icannotimagine

mylifewithouther,sheismylifeandI

liveforher.

Me:“Nana,tsoga,youhavetogetready

forschool”

Ora:“aowamommy,Idon’twanttogo

toschooltodaypleaseitscold”the

dramaqueencriesout.



Me:“youhavetogotoschoolOra,don’t

youwanttobeaDrlikeTS”Isaypulling

offtheblanket.

Ora:shegiggle“nomommyTSisnota

realDr.Hejusthasthetittlebuthe

cannothealanyone”.SmartypantsMxm.

ME:“ohkhowwillyouhealanimalsif

youdon’twanttogotoschool?”

Ora:“ohkmommy,Iwillgotoschool”.

Wewalktothebathroom andtakea

bathandgetdressedinourroom.Ipack

alunchboxforbothofus,theparents

areonaholiday,itmustbeniceowning

abusinesswatseba.IaccompanyOra

tothegatetowaitforhertransportandI

takeataxitotown.



IgettoworkandIam welcomedwarmly

andIalreadyfeelathome,Imake

friendswithThalithaandTebogo.

Tebogohasbeenherefor2yearsnow

andThalithaisherfirstdayaswellbut

sheisinthecommunicationdivision.

Wemakeourwaytolibrarygardensfor

lunchafterthetwoladiesconvincedme

toabandonmylunchboxbecausewe

needtocelebrateourentranceintothe

workingspace,mxm pushovers.They

seem likeniceladiesandIenjoytheir

company.

Thalitha:“Roridoyouknowthatguyina

navybluesuite?”sheaskpointingher



middlefingeratme

TebogoandIlookovertoseewhoshe

istalkingabout.

Me:No,Idon’t,whydoyouask?

Thali:wellubrotherhasbeeneyingyou

sincewesethere.

Tebogo:“areyousurehehasbeen

staringather?”

Thali:“keresincewewalkinhere”

Me:“youmustbemistaken,Iam surehe

isnoteyingme,cozIhaveneverseen

him beforeinmylife”

Tebogo:“Hai,Thali,howcanyoutellhe

islookingathersinceheislookingat

ourdirectionhecouldbelookingatany



ofusyouknow”

Yoohaithebrotherhasreallybeen

staringatmeandthatmakesme

uncomfortable,Iwonderifhethinkshe

knowsmefrom somewhere.Well,I

choosetoignorehim andcontinue

talkingandlaughingwithThalithaand

Tebogo,thesetwoarereallyfunnyandI

enjoytheircompany.Wewalkbackto

theofficeatexactly13:50andIbury

myselfinwork.Beinganewemployeeis

reallynoteasyespeciallyinourdivision

becauseyoumustknowthecompanyin

andoutandfamiliarizeyourselfwithall

that’sneedtobeknownaboutthe

business.Howelsewouldyoubeagood



businessanalystifyouarelacking

knowledgeofthebusinessitself?

Thali:“Mogirl,nnaIam offnow,Iwill

seeyoutomorrowneh”

Me:Ilookatthetimeandrealizeits

16:30alreadyandIstartparkingmy

thing“ohkThali,safetrip”

Thali:“don’tyouwantmetodropyouoff

attheTaxirank?”

Me:“nothankyou,Iwanttopassbythe

storetogetfewthings,maybenext

time”

Thali:“ohkbye,moreisnogadag

(tomorrow)”



Isaymygoodbyesandmakemyway

totheShopriteforfewthingsandthen

tothetaxis.Iarrivehomeandfindmy

bundleofjoyplayingDrwithhervet

hospitalsetfrom Thuso.Istandbythe

doorlookingatherandsmilingto

myself.Ican’timaginemylifewithout

herreally.

Ora:“himommyhowwasyourfirstday

atwork?Didyoumakenewfriends?And

doyouhaveabigofficelikeTS?”she

sayswithtoomuchexcitement

Me:“mydaywasgoodprincess,Ijust

missedyou.Ididmakenewfriendbut

myofficeisnotbigatall,comegive

mommyahug”



ShecomesrunningandIpickherupand

kissherandholdontoherforatight

hug.

Ora:“ooooomommythat’stootight,I

can’tbreathe.”

Me:“sorrybaby,whereisauntsophy”

Ora:“SheisatthebackfeedingPapa’s

dogs”

Me:“Papa’sdogs,Ithoughttheywere

yourdogs?”Iaskalittleconfused

Ora:“Idisownedthem mommy,because

theytoremyfavoriteshoes,Iloved

thoseshoesmommyIreallydid”

Me:“ooohIdidn’tknow”Isaythis

shakingmyheadwalkingtomy

bedroom.



MyOracanreallybedramaticshem.

ShehasthisstronglovesforanimalsI

don’tevenunderstandwhereitcomes

from.Whenshewas5shecriedformy

dadtobuyherpuppiesandpromisedto

lookafterthem,justbecausehecan’t

saynotoher,shegotherpuppies.My

dadspoilsOrarotten,shegets

everythingthatshewants.Shecallsmy

dadPapaandcallsmymothermama

whileIam mommy.Iwalktothebackto

letAuntSophyknowthatIam backand

shecanleave.Sheisourhouse

executiveandhasbeenworkingformy

parentsforaslongasIcanremember.

Sheismoreofafamilythanahelper.



Ora:mommycanIpleaseborrowyour

phone?

Me:whybaby?

Ora:IwanttocallTP,it’shisbirthday

today

OooohflipIforgotmyownlittle

brother’sbirthdayandIam remindedby

a6yearold.Itakeoutmyphonenvideo

callTshepang.

TP:finallymyonlysisterandniececalls

Hesayswithasmile

Ora:happybirthmalome(shesays

blowingkissesathim)

Me:happybirthdaylittlebro



TP:Mygifthasn’tarrivedyet,Itakeit

willbeaslateasthecallthatIam

getting,IknowCapeTownisfarsoI

takeitsstillonitsway

YoonowIseewhereOragetsher

dramaticsfrom,aowabannaTshepang.

Ora:Giggling“Idrewabeautifulcardfor

youandplaceditinyourroom TP”

TP:thankyoumyprincessIknowyou

wouldneverdisappoint.

Me:Iwilltransferyoumoneybbybro

andyoucanbuywhateveryouwantfor

yourselfneh?

TP:wellyouareworkingnowsoplease

makethosezerosworthmywhile.

Me:IwillseewhatIcando.Sohoware



youcelebrating?

TP:nothinginterestinggoingtodinner

withyourmom anddad.Youknowthe

wholeideaofstudyingsofarfrom home

wastogetawayfrom them,buthere

theyare.

Welaughandcontinuetalkingto

Tshepangforawhile.

Tshepangismylittlebrotherandheis

doinghisfirstyearatUCT.Myparents

onlyhave3kids,Thusobeingafirst

born,mebeingasecondbornand

Tshepangthelast.AfterthecallIwalk

tothebathroom topourwaterforthe

princesstobathwhileIcook.Iasked



auntSophynottocookforussincemy

parentsareawayandshecanknockoff

early.WeeatdinnerwhileOratalks

aboutherteacherandfriendsasschool.

Thenweareofftobed.

********somethingforthenight

**********
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Phumlani

Iam sittinghereatNandoshavinglunch

withmyteam tryingtogettoknoweach

othersortofthing,Inoticethisbeautiful

ladysittingwithherfriends.Theyare

talkinganddon’tevennoticemelooking,



yoohersmilene.Ican’thelpbutstare.

ShecaptivatemyheartinstantlyandI

wanttogettoknowher.Sheisneither

lightnordarkincomplexion.Shelooks

likesheisinhermid-twenties,tinywaist

andcarvestodiefor.Shehadno

makeupbutstilllookedbeautifulwith

herflawlessskin.Shehassmalllipsthat

formsabeautifulshapewhenshe

smiles.Shehadthicklongdreadlocks

thatshetiedattheback.Shelooksso

perfectwithhernaturallook,arealPedi

queenImustsay.Iwonderifsheisas

innocentasshelooks,mmmmm Iwould

liketoexploreeveryinchofher.Iclose

myeyesandtrytoimagineherinmy

arms,thethingsIwoulddotoherand



thesoundshewouldmakescreaming

myname.

Kwena:“Zungu?”

Me:“mmmm?”

Kwena:“whatdoyouthink?”

Me:“aboutwhat?”

Therestoftheteam laughs

Puseletso:“wewerethinkingthatmaybe

wecangetaraise”

Me:“whywouldwedothat?The

companywasonthevergeofclosing

downandweareonlytryingtobuildit

upandyoupeoplealreadywantaraise”



Theyalllaughatme,kantewhatdidI

miss?

Kwena:“sheispullingyourleg,weare

suggestingthatwecallitadaysothe

tomorrowwecancomebackfresh”

Me:“Idon’tseeaproblem withthat.

ThankyouverymuchguysIhopeyou

andIwillworkwelltogether,becauseI

wanttotakethiscompanytogreater

heightsandifweallputintheworkwe

willallshareinthepieceofthepie.”

TheyallclaptheirhandsandIlookover

atthetableshewassittingandtheyhad

left.Mxm,IwonderifIwillseeheragain,

canGodpleasemakeitsooner.Wecall

forthewaitertobringthebillsothatwe

canleave.



Kwena:“youcanleaveguyslunchwas

onme,soIwillpaywhenthebillgets

here”

Theylaughastheystandingup,Iam

justshakingmyheadcozweallknow

thatheisusingthebusinesscreditcard

topayoffthebillnothisownmoney.

Kwenaismybusinesspartner,heisthe

founderoftheITCompanySyandI

boughtinto.Apparentlythecompany

wasdoinggreatuntilhisaccounted

robbedhim closeto80%ofthefundsin

thebusinessaccount.

Kwena:“soZunguwhereisyourmind

off”



Me:“whatdoyoumean”Isaysmiling

andshakingmyhead.

Kwena:“it’slikeyouweredaydreaming

fewminutesagobro,youdidnoteven

hearwhatweweresaying”

Me:“Iam sorryaboutthatman,Idon’t

knowwhathappened”

Kwena:“aslongasyousayyouareohk

man,sowheretofrom here?”

Me:“Iwillgototheofficetocollectfew

filesandgohome”

Kwena:“haiyoushouldstoptakingfiles

homeandoverworkingyourself?Gape

youmakemelooklikeabadpartner

yoo”



Me:“BonaIreallydon’tmind,gohome

earlytodayandspendtimewithyour

family.Someofusaremarriedtoour

jobs”Isaythatlaughing.

Kwena:“maybemywifeshouldsetyou

upwithoneofherfriends”

Me:“nothankyoubrongiright”Isay

gettingup.

Wewalkedtotheoffice,assoonaswe

arriveIwentinsidetocollectsomefiles

whileKwenagoesstraighttothe

parkinglottocollecthiscar.Iwasjust

standingbythewindowlookingoutside

whenIsawheragain.Shewaswalking

outofanofficebuildingoppositeours

withsomeguy.Theywerelaughingand

hewasjusttoofriendlywithher,Ijust



feltabitjealouslookingattheir

interaction.Ismiledwhenhegotintohis

carandshewalkoff,Iwonderwhere

sheparkedormaybeifsheiswalkingto

aboyfriendwaitingforhersomewhere.I

reallyhopenot.Ipackmystuffandwalk

totheparkinglot,getintomycarand

drivetomylonelyhouse.Iwalktothe

studythinkingaboutmyPediqueen,my

soulmate.Ithinkloveatfirstsightjust

dealtmeanumber.

(Thefollowingday)

Lastnightwasjustreallybad;Icouldn’t

evensleep.Mymindwasalloverthe

placeandnothingIdidtomakeme

sleepworked.Ieventrieddrinking



chamomileteaIboughtwhiledoing

somegroceriescozIhadtrouble

sleepingthefirstweekImovedheresoI

thoughtitwouldhelp.Mxm myexZinzi

alwaysclaimeditmadeherfallasleep

asshewashavinginsomniaduetothe

factthatshewaspregnant,onlytofind

outshewaslying.Ireallylovedher,but

aweekaftermysentencingshecame

uptomeandtoldmeitisoverbetween

usandshewasneverpregnant.Iwas

heartbrokenreally.Goodthingwewere

separatedbybars,Iwouldhavekilled

herinaheartbeat.Enoughaboutmysad

songletmetakeaquickshowerbeforeI

getlateforworkplusIhaveanearly

appointment.



**************

AsIcrosstherobotnexttoouroffice

andmyeyeswonderaroundbecauseI

can’thelptothinkabouttheladyIsaw

yesterday.ButtheonlypersonIseeis

thegirlshewaswithyesterday.Iquickly

turnmyfacetothesecurityofficerat

ourofficesasIcouldseeshewas

glancingrightbackatme.F**kwhatif

shethinksthatIwaslookingather

yesterday?AnywayIparkmycarand

walkintotheofficeIsmileasIgreetthe

staffandwalkstraightintomyoffice.I

needtoprepareformeetingthatIhave

withacollegethatneedsustodesigna

program forthem whereLecturerscan



interactwithstudentsanduploads

notesandstudentscanlogontosubmit

assignments.Thisisonecontractwe

reallyhopetoget.Itcouldbewhatwe

needtogetthiscompanybackonthe

map.MyphoneringsasIam aboutto

gotocallKwenasothatwecanleave

forthemeeting.

Me:“Sy,ndodayamadoda”

Sy:“EeeeMorwaantshemapjatlamo

Limpopo?”hesayswithafunnyaccent.

Me:“Sy,ungazong’thukauyezwa”

Sy:laughing“HaiPhumlayoumuststart

learningSepediman,uzodlanjani

abantwananingazwaningenkulumo?



Youhavebeentherefor2weeksalready,

everheardofSTL?Youneedtotryit”

Me:“STL?Idon’tevenwanttoknow

ukuthiyinileyo……….”

Kwenawalksintomyofficehittinghis

wristwithafingerindicatingtimeisnot

onourside.

Me:“IhavetogoSy,sezokhulumalater”

Sy:“Gulukilege,callmewhenyouget

homelater.BythewaySTLissexually

transmittedlanguages”hesaybefore

hangingup.Ican’thelpbutlaugh,uSy

uyagulastraight.

Kwena:“weneedtoleavenowifwe

wanttomakeitintime”

Me:“Iam ready,let’sgo”Isaypacking



mylaptopandsomefilesintoacase.
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Rorisang

Ithasbeen2weekssinceIhavebeenat

mynewjobandIam lovingevery

moment.TheonlychallengeIhaveis

thissupervisorofminewhocan’ttake

noforananswer.Theguyhavebeen

persuadingmesincemyfirstdayhere

andreallyIam notinterested.Ihavenot

beenwithanyonesinceThapelosoI

won’tgetbackintothegamewithaco-

worker,Ireallydon’tneedamanto

complicatemyworklifeworseofallmy

boss.Ihavebeenstressfreeforthelast

6yearsandIam notabouttoletmy



guarddownnow.Hemustjustgiveup

beforehemakesmytimehere

uncomfortable.

Theparentsarebackfrom theHoliday

andIam happyaboutthatbecauseI

don’thavetodealwithOra’sdramain

themornings,mymotherhelpsherto

bathanddressupforschooleveryday.I

walkinthekitchenandfindOraeating

brownsoftporridgejustthewaywe

bothlikeit,withadashofvinegar.

Me:“goodmorningprincess,whereis

MamaandPapa”Ileanoverforakiss

ontheforehead.

Ora:“morningmommy,theyareinthe



sittingroom,Papasaidhewantto

watchnews”

Me:“Ohk,pleasefinishup,Iwillwalkyou

tothegate”

Ora:“mommyIcan’ttakethisbreadfor

skhaftin”

Me:“Bothata?”

Ora:“baexpiretodayka08:30andnna

lunchyakaeka12:30.Sotlabebobodile

kalunch”

Huh?,Yoohaithischildistoomuch,

seewhatImeanaboutbeingdramatic.I

giveup.Iam notevengoingtoentertain

her.Iwalkawayfrom herandwalkto

thesittingroom togreattheparent.I



findthem sittingonatwosittercouch,

withmymotherrestingherheadonmy

father’schest,him havinghisarms

wrappedaroundher.After35yearsthey

arestillsoinlove,forgetaboutRomeo

andJuliet,SamsonandDelilahthisright

hereistrueloveandtheirstorydeserves

abook.Toobadnotallofusaremeant

tobefindourtruelove.SinceChristians

believethatawomanwascreatedfrom

aman’sribandthereforeweallhaveour

soulmates,Ibelievemineisinprison

somewhereservingalifesentence.

Me:“Thobelamamalepapa(greetings

mom anddad)”Isaywithasmile

Them:Agee(greetings)



Me:“anythingyouneedfrom towntoday,

OraandIareabouttoleave”

Dad:“Don’tworry,Iwillbetakingyour

mothertotowntodaysowewillget

everything.Whattimedoyouknockoff

sothatwecanwaitforyou?”

Me:“Iknockoffat16:30,butIam going

tothemovieswithThalithanoneedto

waitforme”

Mom:“moviesonTuesday?Whynoton

Fridaywhenyouarenotgoingtowork

thefollowingday?”

Me:“becauseitshalfpriceonTuesday

motherandonFridaysThalitanormally

travelshome”

Mom:“ohk,enjoyyouday,Oracome



givemekiss”shecallsout.Oracomes

sulking,Iguessthisisbecauseofthe

breadissue.

Dad:“Whatiswrongprincess?”

Ora:runningtohim andthrowingherself

inhisarms“Mommyonyakakejedijo

tsagobola”

Whatthehell?thischild.Myparents

givesmeaquestioninglook.Iguess

theywantmetoexplain.Ireallydon’t

havetimeforthis.Thischildistoo

spoiledmannx.Ijustshakemyhead

andwalkaway.Iguessthe

grandparentswillwalkhertothegate

fortransport.



Thetaxiridetoworkisshortandsweet

asalwayswearelisteningtothesound

ofthefreshbreakfastshowonMetrofm.

Igettoworkandgreatthesecuritylady

atthegate.Haisheisfullofsmiles

today.

Me:“ThobelaMmane”(greetingaunty)

Her:“AgeeRorisang,kenaleparcelaya

gagomo”(greetingsRoriIhaveyour

parcelhere)

Whatparcelisshetalkingabout?

Me:“keeng?”(Whatisit?)

Her:“Aretse,tseyaotlateponelayona”

(Idon’tknowtakeyouwillseefor

yourself).Shehandsmeanenvelope.

Ohkwhowoulddropthiswiththe



securityandnotreception?

Me:“Estwagomang?”(Whoisitfrom?)

Her:“goabutiyomongwekamonext

door”shesayspointingatabuilding

oppositeourswithbigletterswrittenMK

ITsolutions.

Me:“kealeboga(Thankyou)”Isay

walkingofftotheoffice

OhkIhavenevernoticedthatIT

solutionssignbeforetodayandwhy

wouldIreceivelettersfrom them?

Alex:“MorningtoyoutooRori”my

annoyingsupervisor

Me:“goodmorningsir,Iam sorryIdid

notseeyouthere”



Alex:“areyouohk?”

Me:“yesIam thanksforaskingsir”Isay

movingtomyoffice,Ineedtositdown

andreadthecontentsofwhateveritis

inthisenvelope.MyphoneringsasI

walkintotheoffice.

Me:“RosirangMokoenaspeakinghello”

Caller:laughing“Chesawenagirl,phone

adequateerengmongwaneng?’

Me:“goodmorningtoyoutooTebogo,

whatcanIdoforyou?”

Tebogo:“Iwantedtocheckifwearestill

onforthemovieslateron?”

Me:“yeswearestillon,Thalithasaidwe

arecatchinga16:50movie”



Tebogo:“Ohknanas,letmegetonwith

myworkIhaveadeadline”

Me:“ohkxap,seeyoulater”

Isitdownandtakeadeepbreathbefore

openingtheenvelope.IfrownwhenI

seewhatthecontentofwhatisinthe

envelope.It’salunchinvitefrom

someonecalledPhumlaniaccompanied

byaspavoucher.GodknowsIneedthe

spatreatmentbutsinceIdon’tknowthe

niggerandIam notabouttogoona

lunchdatewithhim.Ladiesaregetting

kidnappedandkilledalloverthecountry

andthisstrangerwantswetogooutto

lunchwithhim,mxm.Ithrowtheinvite

inthebinwithoutthespavoucher



obviously,andstartwithwhatIam paid

todo.Iam buriedinmyworkwhenI

knockcomesthrough,Thalithawalksin

andthrowherselfonachairnexttomy

table.Icantellshehadareallybusyday.

Thali:“Iwanttoorderlunch,anything

specificthatyouwant?”

Ilookatmywatchandits12:45already,

wheredidthetimeflyto.

Me:“nothankyou,Ihavealunchbox

dearifthebreadisnotstalesince

accordingtomydaughtertheexpiry

dateandtimeistodayat8:30inthe

morning”

Thali:“hhhh?”



Me:“Iknowright?Ididnotunderstandit

either.Iwonderwhotaughthertocheck

theexpirydate”Isaybeforenarrating

theeventsofthismorning.Sheis

laughingsohardsheisevencrying.I

Thali:“ohkletmeorderkfcareyousure

youwillbefinewithyourrottenbread”

shesayslaughing.

Iwillnotanswerthatmxm,shethinks

sheisfunny.

Mylandlineringsbeforeshecanuseit

tocallKFCtoplaceanorder

Me:“Hello”

Caller:“GooddaymissMokoena,Iam

stillwaitingforyourreplyregarding



lunch”

Me:“Sorry,whoam Italkingto?”

Caller:“noPhumlani,pleasetellmeyou

receivedmyinvitefrom thesecurityat

thegate”

Me:“oohthatinvite,Ireceiveditbutin

willnotbejoiningyousir”

Phumlani:“ooohcanIaskwhynot?”

Me:“notthatIoweyouanyexplanation

butIdon’tgooutwithstrangers”

Thalitaisbusylookingatmewith

curiouseyesandraisedeyebrows.

Phumlani:“Aouchyouwoundme,what

canIdotomakesurethatwemove

beyondbeingstrangers”hesounds



dramaticshem.

Me:“nothingreallysir”

Phumlani:“ohkifMohamedcannotgo

tothemountain,themountainwillhave

tocometoMohamed,anypreference?”

whateverthatmeans

Me:“abutibona,IsaidIam not

interested”

Phumlani:“MissMokoenaIdidnotget

tobewhereIam bytakingnoasan

answeratfirstresponse.Iwillseeyouin

fewminutes”

Mxm,Ihangoffthephoneandshake

myhead.



Thali:“now?”

Me:“someguyinvitedmeforlunchand

hedoesn’twanttotakenoforanswer”

Thali:“ooowthatawenagirl,isheat

leasthot?”

Me:“that’sthethingIdon’tevenknow

him,Idon’tknowwhathelookslike,he

justleftaninvitewithaspavoucherwith

thesecuritylady.Apparentlyheworksat

theITsolutionsnextdoor”

Thali:“mmmm brothersomotechno

savvy”

Me:“Mxm,Idon’thavetimetoentertain

him.Areyoustillorderingfood?”

Thali:“Haiitslateletwalktothe

cafeteriaandseewhatIcangetthere.



Grabyourexpiredlunchboxandwewill

sitatcafeteriaandeatthere”

Me:“hahaha,veryfunny”Isay

sarcastically.

Sheisactuallylaughing.Iwillregret

tellingheraboutOra’sdramatoday.I

won’theartheendofit.Iswitchedoff

mylaptopandwetakeawalktothe

cafeteriawithThalithamakingjokes

aboutmy“stale”bread.
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Ireallydidnotexpecthertoeasilyagree

toalunchdatewithmesoIhavetoput

myplanBinmotion.Ipickupmyphone

andcallmyAssistant.



Sindy:“MrZungu”

Me:“Sindycanyoupleaseletmeknow

assoonasmyfoodarrives”

Sindy:“ohksirIwillletyou

know………ooohthedeliveryguyjust

walkedin,shouldIsendhim throughto

youroffice?”

Me:“no,Iam coming”

Iswitchoffmylaptop,takemywallet

andmakemywayoutoftheoffice

Me:“gooddaymybrother,Howmuchdo

Ioweyou?”

Deliveryguy:“just259sir”

Igivetheguy300,thankedhim andtold

him tokeepthechange.



Me:“SindypleaseletKwenaknowthatI

willbeoutoftheOffice,Iwon’tbe

havinglunchwithhim todaybutIwillbe

backintimefortheconferencecallwith

theGermans”

Sindy:“ohksir,enjoyyourlunch”

Me:“YoutooSindy”

Iwalkoutandwalkacrossthestreetto

havelunchwithmyPediqueenwho

knowsmaybesoonshewillbeaMrs

Zungu.Ismileatthatthoughtofher

beingmywife.Igreatthesecuritylady

withthesmileandwalkintothebuilding.

Inoticeoneoftheladiesshewassitting

withtheotherdayatNandosanddecide



towalktoher.Sheseesmeapproaching

andflashesmeasmile.Ismilebackand

greether.

Me:“Hi,canyoupleasehelpme,Iam

lookingforMsMokeana”

Her:“Hi,sheisatthecafeteriaIwason

mywaytojoinher,youcanfollowme”

IfollowhertothecafeteriaandIseeher

seatingatacornertablewithanother

lady.

Her:“Roriyouhaveavisitor”

Shelooksoverandfrowns

Me:“gooddayladies,mayIjoinyoufor

lunchIbringfood”



Herseatedfriend:“Sinceyoubringfood

youfeelfreetojoinus”

Rori:“whodidyousayisheretosee

me?”shesayslookingatthefriendthatI

walkedinwith

Me:“WellMissMokoenathemountain

decidedtocometoMohamed”Isaid

takingaseatclosetoher.Shelookedat

melikeshewasn’tpleased.Iguessshe

isnotgoingtomakethingsanyeasier

forme.

Herfriend:“MynameisTebogoandthis

isThalitha,ItakeityouknowRorisang.

Whatdidyousayyournamewasagain



sir?Ihaveneverseenyouaroundbefore

recently”

Me:“oohforgivemymannersladies,my

nameisPhumlaniZungu”turningto

lookatRori“MissMokoenaIhopeafter

thislunchIwillnolongerberegardedas

astranger”

Shejustnodherheadandcontinued

eatingform herlunchbox,herfriends

didnotwastetimebutdecidedtodig

intothefoodthatIbroughtluckilyitwas

morethanenoughfortwo.Ibroughtfull

chicken,4rollsand2largepacketsof

chipsfrom Nandosanda2litreorange

fruitjuice.Wehadlunchover21

questionsfrom herfriends,eishmyPedi



queenwasn’tmuchofatalker.Idon’t

knowifthatiswhosheisorImadeher

uncomfortable.Iwasreallyhopingfor

someprivacywithherbutherfriends

werenotgivingusachance.Ilookedat

thetimeanditwas13:45andIhada

conferencecallat14:05otherwiseI

wouldstaylonger.

Me:“SoMissMokoenawhencanItake

yououtforaproperlunchlikeIoffered?”

Rori:“EehMr…….whatdidyousayyour

namewasagain?”

Me:“Phumlani,PhumlaniZungu”

Her:“youaskedforlunchsir,Irefused

andyouforcedoneonme,soIdon’tsee



whyyoushouldtakemetolunchagain”

Tebogo:“WellIam freetojoinyouany

dayPhumlani,plusIwantyoutoteach

meSetsulu”

damnisshebeingseriousrightnow,

firstlyIdon’twanttohavelunchwithher,

secondlyitsIsiZulunotSetsulu,Ijust

smiledathercozIcannotaffordtobe

ruderightnow.

Thalitha:“Tebogotheinvitationwasfor

Rori,notforanyofusdear,it’sbad

enoughweeatfoodthatwasnotmeant

forus,nowyouwanttoinviteyourselfto

lunch.Aowachomi”



AllthistimeIam lookingatmyPedi

queenwhoseemsnottobeinterested

intheconversationormyinvitation.I

mustsay,IwasreallyhurtbutIam not

abouttogiveuponherthateasily.The

heartwantswhattheheartwants.

Me:“thanksforthecompanyladiesI

havetogetbacktoworknowbeforemy

bosscomesdownonmelikeatonof

bricks,enjoytherestofyourday”Isay

thisstandingup,IlookatRorisangand

say“MissMokoenaIwillcallyoulater,

uhlaleumuhleyezwa”Isaywinkingat

herandshejustnods.Reallyanod?

That’sallIget.

Herfriends:“byePhumlani”



Imustsaythingsdidn’tgothewayI

hopedbutIam notabouttogiveup.I

willkeeptryinguntilsheletsmein.

Iwalkintotheofficeandcollectmyfiles

thatIneedfortheconferencecalland

headtotheboardroom.

Kwena:“Morena,osetseotsebabatho

gaosajalennalunch”

Mmmmm?TheonlywordIgotthere

waslunch.Plushespokesofast

forgettingthatSepediisGreektome

Me:“YeboIlunchbeyimndadikakhulu”

helooksatmeandlaughs,yeyelaugh

atmemxm.



Kwena:“Hai,youmustreallylearn

Sepedifast,areyouready”

Me:“Iam,wena?”

Kwena:“lennakeready”

WeskypetheGermansandstarttalking

business.
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Rorisang

Iam seatinginmyofficeafterlunch

failingtoconcentrateonmywork,Idon’t

wanttobethinkingabouthim butIcan’t

helpmyself.Ibitemylowerlip,closemy

eyesandbreatheinasIthinkabouthis

scent.OoohGod,Hesmelledsogood



andmasculine,Ifoundmyselfdrawnto

hisscentduringlunch.Iwantedtobury

myselfinhisstrongarmsanddeeply

inhalehiscologne.Whatisgoingon

withmereally,Ihaveneverbeen

interestedinmansinceThapelo.Why

doesPhumlanihavesuchaneffecton

me?

Yousee,Phumlaniiswellbuilt,youcan

tellheknowshiswayaroundthegym.

Heistall,darkishincomplexationwith

thickbushyeyebrowsandthicklips,I

canalmosttastehowjuicytheylook.He

cleansuprealgoodtoo.Herockeda

chiskop,trimmedmustacheandbeard.

HeremindsmeofFezileMakhanya.



Whenhesmiled,Icouldn’helpbut

noticehisperfectwhiteteethand

dimples.Iopenmyeyesandshakemy

headasifIam tryingtoshakeoffthe

thoughtsinmymind.Ibreatheoutand

trytoconcentrateonmywork.Myoffice

lineringsandtheladyfrom reception

tellsmeIhaveadelivery,Iaskifshecan

signforitinbringittomyoffice,of

whichsheoblige.

Fewminuteslatershewalksintomy

officeholdingabunchofwhiteflowers,

atypeIhaveneverseenbefore.She

smilesandhandsthem overtomewith

acard.Ismilebackandthankherfor

bringingthem tomyofficebecauseshe



didnothaveto.Iputthem onmytable,

it’sagoodthingtheycamewithavase

becauseIwouldn’tknowwheretoput

them sinceIdon’townone.

IopenthecardandIsmileasIread

form it“Iam asimplemanwhodoesn’t

wastetimeonmeaninglessthings,

everythingIinvestmytimeonhasto

aligntothegrandplan.TheflowersI

sentIcalledGardenia,theysymbolize

thepurityandsweetnessIseeinyou

everytimeIlookatyou.Ihopethey

makeyouawareofthesecretelovethat

Ihaveforyou(notthatIwantittobe

secreteanymore).Whenyoulookat

them IhopetheyconveyjoythatIwant



tobringinyourlifeandalwaysremind

youhowlovelyIthinkyouare.Mma

Mokoenapleasegivemeachanceto

gettoknowyouandallowyourselfto

gettoknowme.Ifyoudon’tlikewhat

youseeafter3datesIwillsetyoufree.

LoveP.Zungu”

Ireadthenoteagain,myheartandmind

areinconflict.Ihavebeenhurtbefore

andIam nowusedtothewallsIhave

builtaroundmyheart.Whatifhehurts

me?Am Istrongenoughtodealwith

anotherbreakup?YoooThapeloreally

brokemyheart.Am Iwillingtobesingle

forlifethough?Don’tIdeservesome

happiness?Likehesaid,ifIdon’tlike



whatIseeinhim after3datesIcan

simplywalkoff.Myphonerings

snappingmeoutofmythoughts.

Caller:“Ihopeyouarewrappingupdear,

weleavetheofficeatexactly16:30”

Ilookatthetimeandnoticeits16:00

Me:“Iwillbereadytoleavebythen

dear”

Thalitha:“ohkdearletmeleaveyouto

it”

Ihangupanddecidetocallmymother,I

wanttotalktomyprincess.Ifeelguilty

thatIwillgethomeaftersheisdone

withherhomeworkandeveningbath.

Mymotherdoesn’tanswerherphone



andIcallmydad.

Dad:“Babygirl”

Me:“thobelapapa?(Greetingsfather)

Dad:“ageenunu”

Me:“PapacanIpleasetalktoOra?”

Dad:“sorrynunu,sheisnothere.She

wentwithyourmothertodropSophy

home,shewasnotfeelingwellandyour

motherleftherphone”

Me:“WhatiswrongwithAuntSophi?”

Dad:“shehadarunningstomach,

nothinghectic”

Me:“okPa,pleasecallmebackwhen

Oracomesback.Imissher”



Mydadlaughs“ohkNunuIwilldothat”

WecontinuetalkinguntilThalithawalks

in.

Me:“Pa,Ihavetogetbacktoworknow

bye.Iloveyou”

Dad:“IloveyoutooNunu”

Me:“tjo,oredigotsamayaalready?”

Thali:“Iam donewithmywork,we

mightaswellleavecozIknowyoudid

nothavemuchtodotoday”

Me:“ohkletmepackge,founela

Tebogo”

Thali:“wooooooo,theseflowersare

beautifulfriend.Whataretheycalled?”



shesaysbusytouchingthem.

Me:“Gardeniaorsomething”Isay

waivingmyrighthand.

Thali:“From ShakaZulu?”

Inodandthalithalaughsandclapsher

handsonce.Ifinishpackingupmy

thingsandwemakeourwayto

Tebogo’sofficebeforeheadingoffto

mallofthenorth.

Imustsaythemoviewasnice,Ireally

enjoyedmyself.TarajiPHensonissuch

agreatactress.Themoviereallyhit

home,Imeanhowmanyofuswouldn’t

wanttoknowwhatmanwant?How

manyfrogsmustwereallykissbefore



findingourprincecharming?Iwould

reallywanttheabilitytoreadman’s

mindsothatIcanknowsomeone’sreal

intentionswithme.Mostwomango

throughalotofheartacheandsleepless

nightbeforetheyfindtheirhappilyever

after.That’siftheyareluckykagorenot

everyonefindeverlastinghappiness.

Afterthemoviewedecidedtohave

dinneratPanarottisIam ahugefanof

theirpasta,especiallytheChicken

MilanoFettuccinedish.Wearebusy

enjoyingourdinneroveralight

conversationandlaughterwhenThali

nudgesmetolookup.IdoandIfindthe

waiterservingusstandingtherelooking



atmewithabottleofwine.

Me:“Sorry,Ididnotorderwine”

Waiter:“It’sfrom thatgentlemanover

there”hesayspointingatIguythatI

haveneverseenbeforesittingalone.

Me:“oohsorryTendai,justtakeitback”

Isayafterreadinghisnametagbecause

itmeansalotwhenyouacknowledge

someonewhoisservingyoubytheir

name.

Tebogo:“Wahlanyabringithere”she

saystakingthebottlefrom Tendai.

Tendai:“ThegentlemansaidIshould

leavethebottleandcomebackwith

yournumberssesi”hesayslookingat

me.Kantehowmuchtipdidtheguy



promisehim?

Thalitha:“WellTebogosinceRori

doesn’tdrinkandyoudecidedtotake

thebottle,givehim yournumbers

problem solved”

Tebogo:“Akenabothatannaplusohot

abutiolaandheknowshiswines,thisis

aBeyerskloofpinotage”shesayswriting

hercellphonenumberonaservietteand

kissingittoleaveabluelipprintofher

lipstick.

Me:“Tendai,justtellhim theyaremine

sothatyoucanstillgetwhateverbigtip

hepromisedyou”

Hesmilesshylyandtakesthepaper

from Tebogoandwalksaway.Webust



intolaugherImeantodaywasjusta

weirdday.FirstitwasPhumlaandnow

thisguy.Haimehloloeratabatho.

Wecontinuetohaveourdinnerwith

thesetwodrinkingwinethatwasbought

withTebogo’scellphonenumbers.Its

09:30whenwedecidetocallitanight.I

calledacab,Iknowit’sgoingtocostme

alotbutIwouldnotbeselfishtomake

oneofthesetwotodrivemehomeand

driveback,especiallysincetheyhad

beendrinking.It’sagoodthingmy

daughterandIaremovingintoour

townhouseintownthisweekend.At

leastIknowthecabdriver,wewentto

schooltogether.Gapewelivein



dangeroustimeswherepeopleuse

businesssuchasuberandtaxifyto

targetunsuspectingladieswhotravel

aloneatnight.

“Soyoudecidedtoleavewithoutsaying

goodbye?”asmsfrom anunknown

number.“Whoisthis?”Ireply.“Thendo,

theguyfrom Panarottis”andnowwhere

didhegetmynumbers.DamnTebogo,

shegavehim mynumbersinsteadof

hers,howcouldshe?SheknowIwas

notinterestedinhim andyetshegave

him mynumbers.Mxm.“itmustbea

wrongnumbersir”Itype.“ohk,Miss

wrongnumberwiththeprofilepicofthe

ladywhoenjoyedthewinehaveagreat

evening,Iwillcallyoutomorrow”.Idon’t



knowwhyIam entertainedthisguy,I

willjustblockhim.

“Thanxoupa”Isaygivinghim hisfare.

“XapRori,odumedishebraSolneh”he

sayslookingatmeviathereviewmirror.

“xobatladumela”Isaybeforeclosing

thedoor.BraSolismyfather,he

coachesacommunitysoccerteam

that’swhyheispopularwiththeboys

aroundhere.Iwalkintothehouseand

findeveryonewatchingTV.Igreetthe

parentsandpickmybabyupforahug.I

missedhersobadespeciallybecause

shewasnothappywithmeinthe

morningwhenIleft.



Ora:“mommyontletseleeng”Ismile

andkissher.

Me:“haveyoubeenagoodgirl”

Ora:“alwaysmommy,Igot3starsat

schooltoday”

Me:“that’smygirl,Igotyousomething

foryourlunchboxtomorrowiwantto

makeupforthestalebread,nowitslate

saygoodbyetomamaandpapasowe

cangosleep”Iputherdownandshe

runstomyparents.

Ora:“Goodnightmama,goodnight

papa”shesayswhilehuggingand

kissingthem onebyone.

Them:“GoodnightPrincess”



Wewalktothebedroom andgetinto

bed.Orafallsasleepwhiletellingabout

howherdaywasatschool,mypoor

childmusthavebeentired.Iam sure

sheforcedherselftostayupbecause

shedidnotwanttosleepwithoutseeing

me.Imissedhertoo,thatiswhysheis

sleepingwithmetodayandnotinher

bedroom.MyphonevibratesindicatingI

haveamessage.Anotherunknown

number,thisoneisdifferent.“Ihopeyou

enjoyedyourmovie.Nexttimeaskme

todriveyouhome,cabsarenotsafe

anymore,Phumla”.Wheredoesheget

mynumber?IsTebogoonamissionof

publishingmynumbers?Shemightas

welladvertisethenontheBonusreview



newspaperonce.“Wheredidyougetmy

numbers?”Iask.“Ihavemyways”not

goodenough.“Iam blockingyounow

bye”Isay.“ifyousayso”Mxm,I

proceedtoblockhim.Anothersms

comesthrough“GoodnightMa

Mokoena,Iwillseeyoutomorrow.

Uhlaleuyaziukuthiuyathandwa”what?

Didn’tIjustblockhis**S?Idon’tknow

whythismakesmesmile.Ishouldbe

pissedbutIam not.Hisscentcreeps

intomymindandIjustclosemyeyes

andbreathitallinanditwaslightsout

forme.Ifallasleepthinkingabout

Phumlaandhiscologne.
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2weekslater

Phumlani

Iam wokenupbymycellphoneringing,I

thoughtitsbestIignoreditbutthe

personontheotherlineseemstobe

persistent.It’stooearlytobe

entertainingcalls.Isleptlatelastnight

developingasoftwarefortheGermans.

Iwasnotevenplanningtogotowork

early.

Me:“Hello”answerinasleepyvoice

withoutevencheckingthecallerID.

Caller:“Mhlehlo,vukandoda”



Ihaven’theardanyonecallmebymy

clannameinalongtime,ifthecallwas

from anyoneelseIwouldbehappybut

rightnowIam pissed.PissedatSy

becauseheistheonlyonewhocould

havegiventhisdogmynumbers.Iopen

myeyesandsitup.

Me:“Ufunani?”

Caller:“yindlelaokhulumangayo

nabanganibakholeMhlehlo?

Me:“utheabanganiSbu?ungazongi

jwayela.NgiyenzeleIfavorandlosemy

number”

Sbu:laughing“UngazoziyenzaIpanty



wena,letbygonesbebygones.Yougot

compensatedwithalotofmoneyfor

thatmistakewemadesoweneedto

moveon”

Me:“Amistake?Youcallrobbingme4

yearsofmylifeamistakeSbu?”

Sbu:“Manzini,Iwouldhaveapologizeda

longtimeago,butyoudidnotwantto

seemewhileyouwereinside.It’sbeen

morethan4yearsndodangiyabawa

ungiqolele”

Me:“Sbu,ufunanikahlekahle,ngilelengi

khathele”

Sbu:“Manzini,Iam workingon

somethingbig,andIneedyourhelp”

Me:“Uyahlanya,hambauyofa”



withthatsaidIdroppedthecalland

switchedoffthephone.Iam tooworked

uptogobacktosleepnowandit’sstill

weehoursofthemorning.Igetupand

changetogym clothes.Ineedtotake

outallthisangeronapunchingbag.

ThankGodfortheinhousegym.

Iexpecttofeelbetteraftertheintense

workoutIjusthadbutthatnotthecase,

Iam stillpissed.IneedtocallSy,he

needstoexplainhimself,andhebetter

haveagoodreasonforgivingthatdog

mynumbers.



Sy:“Manzini”hesaysansweringthe

phone

Me:“WenzeniSy?”

Sy:“LookuSbusisotoldmethathe

calledyouandyouwerenothappy,

ngiyaqolisa”

Me:“Whatdidyouthinkwouldhappen

huh?Iwasgoingtobethrilledandthrow

him apartyandhelpwithwhateverfavor

heneed.Isthatwhatyouthoughtwould

happen”

Sy:“Manzini,Iam sorrybutwereally

needyourhelp”

Madodadidhesay“we”



Me:“whatdoyoumean‘weneedhelp”

whoiswe?

Sy:“Manzini,pleaselistentowhatSbu

havetosayngiyakuqela”

Me:“ItoldyouIdon’twantanything

engihlanganisanemikhubayenuemibi”

Sy:“justhearwhathehastosayandwill

takeitfrom thereplease”

Me:“Sy,thankyouforeverythingyou

havedoneformebutthisissomethingI

can’thelpyouwith.Nexttimeyoucall

mebetternotberelatedtoanythingka

Sbuyezwa,haveaniceday”Isaybefore

hangingup,Mxm Sycanbeadumb

lawyerwhenhewantsto.



Idon’twanttogotowork,Iwilljustwork

from hometoday.IcallKwenatolethim

knowthatIwon’tbecomingin.Good

thingwehavenomeetingstoday.Itake

ashowerandgetdressedinsimple

clothesandIheadtothekitchento

blendasmoothieforbreakfast.

***Bonusinsertfortheloveyouguys

areshowingme ***
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Iam sofrustratedrightnow.Thetaxisin

Seshegoareonstrikebecausethey

don’twanttheleetobusproject.Ofall



daystheycouldhavechosentostrike,it

hadtobetoday.Iam onthevergeof

tearsrightnowbecauseIhaveavery

importantpresentationat10:00for

boardmembersandIcan’taffordnot

goingtowork.Itwouldhavebeenbetter

ifmydadwasherebecausehewould

drivemetowork,butsinceitsschool

holidaystheyleftwithOratovisitthe

favoriteuncleThusoinJoburg.Icould

havemovedintomytownhousebynow

andIwouldnotbehavingthisissues

buttherenovationswerenotyetdone

andIhadtowaitfornextmonthbefore

movingin.Iam lostinmythoughtsand

goingcrazywhenmyphonerings.Its

Phumla,wehavebeenchattingand



communicatingoverthephonesince

thatnighthemanagedtounblock

himself.Wehavebeenonafewdates

toobutnothingisofficialyet.

Me:“Phumlani”

Him:“MorningmaMokoenaunjani”

Me:“Xapandyou”

Him:“Youdon’tsoundxap,whatis

wrong?”

Itakeadeepbreathtryingtoholdinthe

tearsbutIfail.Iguesshecanhearfrom

mysniffingthatIam crying.Ihearhim

sigh.

Him:“babytalktome,ungiphulaintliziyo



mawukhala”

Iexplaintohim mytransport

predicamentinbetweenthesniffing.I

knowyouallthinkIam acrybabybutI

am not.Iam frustratedbecauseIhave

ranoutofalloptionsandAlexwouldnot

understandespeciallybecauseofthe

presentationthatIneedtodotoday.

LuckilyPhumlasayshewillcomeand

fetchme.

Infactthisiswhathesaidtome“isthat

whyyouarecrying?Whydidn’tyoujust

callmetocomeandgetyou?Sendme

yourlocationngisendlelenibabyunga



khali”.

After20minutesIreceiveatextfrom

Phumlasayingheisoutside.Igrabmy

bagandappleandrunout.Iseehim

parked2housesaway,leaningagainst

hiscar.DidItellyouguyshowyummy

Phumlais?Ihaveneverseenhim

wearingshortsbefore,hehasbeautiful

legspapa!!!.Iwonderwhyheisdressed

likethatthough,ishenotgoingtowork

today?.Heisrockinggreytrackshort,

backsnickersandblackvshapedt-shirt

thatexposeshissexytonedbody

structurewithagraycap.



Iseefewofmyneighborslookingathim

anddrooling.Eish,bomaratahelele.He

walkstowardsmeandsmilesexposing

hisperfectwhiteteethanddimples,ooh

Jesustakemenow.

Thecloserhegets,themoreIcansmell

hishypnoticscentandthankGodhe

pullsmeinforahugandIclosemyeyes

andtakeinthesmell.“hi”hesaysand

kissesmeonmyrightchick.“hi”Isay

blushingwithasmileonmyface.Thank

GodIam nottoolight,IswearIwould

haveturnedpinkbynow.Heopensthe

doortohisblueBMW M5andIslidein.

hemovestohissideandgetsin.



Phumlani:“Zakwami,uthiwhyungangi

founelangangizokulanda?”hesaysas

hedrivesoff

Me:“Bekelefrustratedwithmymindall

overtheplace”

Phumlani:“Soyouthoughtit’sbetterto

cry?”

Me:“Bekesalle”Isaylookingoutthe

window.

Phumlani:“Ifyousayso”hesays

laughing

Me:“areyouonleave”tryingtochange

thetopic

Phumlani:“No,workingfrom home”

Me:“Wow,yourbossisan



understandingpersonneh”

Phumlani:“yep,veryunderstanding”why

ishissmilinglikethatvele.

Hedrivesmetoworkwhileweholda

lightconversation.ImustsayPhumlais

verysmartandIalwayslearnathingor

twofrom theconversationswehave.He

isfuntohangaroundtoo.

Him:“WhattimemustIfetchyou?”he

saysparkingnexttoourgate,it’sfunny

thatheisdroppingmenexttohiswork

placeyetheisworkingfrom home.I

hopehedidnotlietohisbossthatheis

sickorsomething.



Me:“Iwillcallyouafterlunchtoletyou

know”

Him:“Ohkbaby,enjoyyourday.Uya

thandwaneh”

Me:“thanksfortheride”Isaygetting

outofthecarIam notgoingtoentertain

that‘uyathandwaneh’line.Iam only15

minuteslate,itcouldhavebeenworse

cozIalmostdidn’tmakeit.Atleastmy

presentationisonlyat10:00meaningI

havemorethananhourtodofinal

preparations.

Itsnow09:50andboardmembersstart

makingtheirwayintotheboardroom.I



am sonervousrightnow,atleastAlex

wentthroughmypresentationfirstand

gaveitagoaheadafterrecommending

fewchanges.HesaysIam readytodo

thisbutIam notsurereally.Public

speakingwasnevermystrongestpoint.

IseeourCEOandfewheadof

departmentsmakingtheirwayinand

sittingdown.Thelaptophasalready

beensetupandalldocumentsare

placedonthetablenexttoeachchairso

thattheattendeescanperuse.Iam

busytalkingtoAlexwhenInoticea

familiarface.Noooo,whatishedoing

here?Istheworldreallythatsmallthat

hehadtobeaboardmemberinthe

companythatIworkin?NowIam



nervous.
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Alex:“YoucandothisRori,rememberI

believeinyou.Theteam andIwillbe

heretohelpwiththeQ&Aohk”Alexsays

beforetakinghissit.Ismileandnod.I

takemysitnexttoAlexandrubmy

sweatypalmsagainstmypantsinan

attempttowipethem.Thechairperson

standsupandwelcomesallofus.The

minutesfrom thepreviousmeetingare

readandadaptedandwestartwiththe

agendaoftheday.Thefirsttopresentis

arepresentativefrom finance



departmentthencommunicationsand

lastlyme.ImustsayIwasnervousat

firstbutafterfewminutesIwasjust

flowing.It’sagoodthingthatIwaswell

prepared.Fewquestionswereasked

afterthepresentationandeveryonewas

satisfiedwiththeanswersthatwe

provided.

Theboardwassoimpressedthatthey

decidedtoincreaseourbudgetby30%

morethanwhatwewereaskingfor.We

aredonewithpresentationsandhaving

lunch.Heissittingonthesametable

withme,infacthetookasitnextto

minewhiledesertinghissitfrom atable

reservedforboardmembers.



Him:“Sowemeetagain,whowould

havethoughhuh?”hesayslaughing

Iam notgoingtoanswerthat,ifhe

thinksIfeelbadforblockinghim,otlaba

strong.Ididnotdrinkhiswine,nordidI

askforit.

Him:“Greatpresentationintherebythe

wayRorisangyouaregoingfar”hesays

aftersometime.

Me:“ThankyouMr.?”Isaywithasmile.

Him:“ThendokhaeSioga,justcallme

Thendo”

Me:“ThankyouThendo,whatdoesyour

namemean?ItsTshivendaneh”



Him:“Itmeanspraisestohim,him being

God.Mymothersaysshedidnothave

aneasypregnancybecauseofherblood

pressureandIwasnotmeanttobe

carriedfullterm,sowhenshedidand

gavebirthtoahealthybabyshefeltshe

itwasallbyGod’sgraceandhe

deservedallthepraises”

Me:“Wow,IloveVendanames,theyall

havemeanings.IhadafriendinVarsity

calledOnareneandsheexplainedthat

hernamemeansGodiswithus”

Him:“Don’tworry,wewillgiveallour

babiesmeaningfulVendanameslike

‘Akonaho,Mutshidzi……”



IlaughlouderthanIintended,aren’twe

gettingaheadofourselves.

Him:“Nonakaniadivha?(Youare

beautiful),Iwouldgivemyalltohear

youlaughlikethateveryday”hesays

withasmirkonhisface.

Ijustlaugh,isthismanreallyhittingon

meatabusinesslunch?Ichooseto

ignorehiscommentandcarryonasking

him questionsaboutVendaland.Ihave

neverbeentoVendabutIhearit’savery

beautifulpartofourprovinceandthe

peoplethereareverywarm and

welcoming.AllIknowaboutVendais

thattherearelotsoffruits.Thendois

surprisedwhenIsayIhaveneverbeen

toVendaandheofferstotakemeona



roadtripthisweekend.Iwantedtosay

nobuthejustdidnottakenoforan

answer.Ifinallyagreedtogowithhim

aftermuchconvincingfrom hisside.I

am nowveryexcitedabouttheroadtrip

Ican’twait.

IknowIam themostcautiousperson

butIfeellikeIcantrustThendo,heis

softspokenandveryeasytogetalong.

Unfortunatelyhehastoleaves

immediatelyafterlunchcozhehasa

courtcasetoattendat14:00.

Apparentlyheisnotaboardmemberin

ourcompanyhewasattendingtoday’s

meetingonbehalfofhisbrotherwho

couldn’tmakeit.Hehoweverownsa



lawfirm withofficesinPolokwaneand

Thohoyandou.

AfterlunchAlexinformedmethatIcan

leaveearlyandrest,heappreciatesthe

wayIrepresentedhim andhowhardI

workedonthepresentationand

proposalfortheboard.Asannoyingas

heis,Alexdoesgivescreditwhereit’s

due.IwilljusthavetocallPhumlato

fetchme.Hetellsmethathewillsenda

drivertopickmeupashewasstillbusy

withsomething.Thedriverwilldropme

athishouseandhewilldrivemehome

assoonasheisdone.Iam justchilling

inmyofficewhenTebogowalksin.

Tebogo:“Ihearyoukilledthem inthere



girl,tsenakamo”shesaysraisingher

handforahigh5.

Me:“Kealeboga,tobehonestneke

tshugilexem”

Tebogo:“Nothingbeatshardworkgirl.I

seeyouarereadytoleavehowareyou

gettinghomecozditaxitsaSeshegodi

onstrike?”

Me:“Phumlaniofferedtodriveme

home”

Tebogo:“Soareyouguysofficial?”

Me:“No,wearejustfriend”

ShechucklesIguessshethinksIam

messingwithher.



Tebogo:“justbecarefulgirl”

Idon’tevenknowwhyshedoesn’tlike

Phumla.Shemadeitclearthatsheis

notinsupportofourfriendshipsincewe

startedhangingout.Ionceasked

Phumlaiftheyhaveahistorybuthe

assuredmethathedidnotevenknow

hernameuntilthedayhehadlunchwith

us.

Tebogo:“Doyouknowhowcomplicated

itisdatingaZuluman?”

WhatiswithTebogovele?

Me:“Iwouldn’tknow,butItakeitit’sthe

sameasdatinganyothertribe”

Tebogo:Shechuckles“Howwouldyou



knowwhatothertribesbehavelikesince

youonlydatedoneguyandthatended

morethanwhat?6yearsago”

Ilookatherindisbelief.Whywouldshe

throwthatatmyface,thatsomethingI

sharedwiththem inconfidenceandnow

sheattacksmewiththat?Iam lostfor

wordsandIdon’tevenknowwhattosay

toherbutIcannothidethehurtonmy

face.

Tebogo:“Iam sorrythatcomeout

wrong,allImeanisbecarefulRori,this

couldbeyourfirstrelationshipinalong

timeandonlyasecondinyourlifetime.

Don’tdivetoodeepandkeepyour

reservationsandalittleroom for



disappointment.Iam lookingoutforyou

andthat’smytwocentsisterlyadvice”

Maybesheisright,ImeanIhaveno

experienceinrelationshipsandIhave

beenoffthegamefortoolong.

Me:“Iunderstand,thanksforlookingout

forme,Ipromisetobecarefulandnot

diveintoanythingtoodeep.Atthe

momentyoudon’thavetoworryweare

justfriend”

Shesmilesandwalksovertomyside

forahug

Tebogo:“IcareaboutyouRoriand

rememberIam onyoursidealways”



Myphoneringsandthecallisfrom

receptiontellingmethatthedriverhas

arrived.Hemusthavebeencloseby.I

packupmybacksandsaymygoodbyes

toTebogo,locktheofficeandmakemy

wayout.Ifindthedriverbythereception

andheimmediatelyleadsmetothecar

carryingmybags.Heissuchaniceman

almostthesameageasmyfather.He

introduceshimselfasBraJedandtells

methathehasbeendrivingfortheIT

Companyandsinceitsinception8years

agoandhewasataxidriverbeforethat.

Iam shockedastowhywouldPhumla

sendmeacompanydriverandcar,

wouldhisbossbesounderstanding

withthiswholething?Haiaretsi.



WedriveintoBroadlandsestate,houses

hereareveryexpensiveandthisisone

ofthemostexpensiveestatesin

Polokwane.Kante,howmuchmoneyis

inITvele,it’snotlikeheownsthe

company.TobehonestIdon’teven

knowPhumla’sjobtitleinthatcompany.

Ilookatthehouseswithadmiration.I

can’twaitforthedayIcanaffordtobuy

ahouselikeoneoftheseonesherefor

OraandI.Knowingmydaughterandher

loveforfinerthingsinlife,shewouldbe

sohappyhere.

BraJed:“Refihlilemam”hesayspulling

uptoabeautifuldoublestoryhouse.

Me:“KealebogaPa”Isayreturninga



smile.Wowthesightbeforemyeyesis

reallybeautiful,Ifindmyselfinfrontofa

verybeautifulhouse.BraJedopensthe

doorformeandIseePhumlawaitingat

theendofthedrivewaylookingall

yummy.Heisstillwearingsameclothes

butonecan’toverlookhissexiness.
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Phumla:“Welcometomyhumbleabode,

pleasefeelfreeheremicasaessu

casa”hesaysaftersharingabriefhug.

Me:“Noneedtobemodestdude,there

isnothinghumbleaboutthishouse”

Phumla:“comeonin,Ihopeyouarenot

inahurry”



Me:“No,Iam not,canIhaveatour

please?”

Phumla:“Xowoza”

Phumlatakesmeonthehousetour.I

mustsayheislivingthedream shem.

Thehouseisverybeautifulwithmodern

design.It’sveryspeciousbutwhatI

don’tunderstandiswhyhewouldbuy

suchabighouselivingalone.Itriedto

askabouthisfamily,tryingto

understandifhehasanysiblingsandhe

justchangedthesubject.Iwonderwhat

issopainfulabouthispastthathe

doesn’twanttotalkabout.Idon’tblame

him thoughIdidthesamewhenhe

askedmeaboutOra’sfather.Idon’tlike



talkingabouthim orhowhebrokemy

heartandleftmewithdeepscares.

Phumlaisverymodest,whenIasked

howheaffordsthisplacehejustsaidhe

ishousesittingforafriend,butIknow

heislyingbecausethehouseistoo

muchofhim.Wespendtherestofthe

afternooninhisswimmingpooland

braaingmeat.InfactIwasbulliedinto

swimming.ItwaseitherIchangeinto

theshortsandvestthatheborrowedme

orIwasgoingtobethrownintothepool

withmyformalwear.Sochanginginto

hisshortwillinglyseemedlikethebest

option.Bestdecisionever.



Icanconfirm itforyouguys,therumors

youheardaboutZulumanandtheirlove

formeatistrue.Ihavenevereatenso

muchmeatinmylifeyoo,therewas

beef,chickenandpork.Youcouldswear

thatwewerebraaingformanypeople

kanteitwasjustthetwoofus.Thegood

thingisthatIwon’thavetocookwhenI

gethomesinceIam homealone.

Phumla“Thankyouforspendingyour

afternoonwithmezakwami,Ireally

enjoyedmyself”

Me:“Ienjoyedmyselftoo,thankyoufor

comingtomyrescuetoday.Idon’tknow

whatIwouldhavedoneifyouhadnot

beenthere”



Wearesittinginhiscar,parkedoutside

mygateat08:30atnight.Itwasnot

easyleavinghishousebecausehedid

notwantmeto.Iwasalsohavingfun

withhim butasleepoverwasoutofthe

question.Wearehavingfunand

laughingwhenhisphonerings.Idon’t

knowwhathappenedbutafterseeing

thecalleridPhumla’smoodtookadive.

Irefrainedfrom askingwhowascalling

becauseit’sreallynoneofmybusiness.

Phumla:“Ulalekahleyezwa”hesays

beforekissingmyrightcheek.Iguess

thathiswayofsayingheneedstogo.



Me:“GoodnightPhumla”

Heopensthedoorformeandpullsme

inforatighthug.Iknowyouguysare

tiredofbeingremindedofhowgoodhe

smellsbutguys,thismansmellslike

heavenandIam obsessedwithhiscent.

Ipulloutofthehugandmakemywayto

thehouse.Iseehim driveoffassoonas

Iwalkinsidethegate.Iam verytiredallI

neednowistocallmydaughterandgo

tosleep.

*****************************************

**

Phumlani



IwashavingagreattimewithmyPedi

queenuntilIreceivedacallfrom Sbu

again.Itoldhim countlesstimesthatI

wantnothingtodowithhim.NgaphaSy

isalsobeggingmetohearhim out.Syis

blindedbyhisloveformoney.Ireally

don’twantanythingtodowiththeir

shenanigans.Imadeavowtomyself

nottofindmyselfbackinprisonagain

andIam notabouttobreakit.Sbuis

rightaboutonethingImadealotof

moneybutInearlylostitall.Whatwas

theuseofhavingallthatmoneyifIwas

notabletospendit?Yes,Imissthe

adrenalinandthrillofitallbutIam

tryingtobettermylife.Letmecallita

night,Ireallyneedtorest.



(Thefollowingday)

Iwokeupat05:00anddidanhouron

thetreadmill,fewpushupsandfewlaps

inthepool.Nowmydaycanstart.Itook

ashower,gotdressedandmademy

waytothekitchentoblendasmoothie.I

tookmycarkeys,cellphonewalletand

laptopandmademywayout.

Her:“NtateZungu”shesaysanswering

herphone.

Me:“Zakwamidoyouneedmetocome

andcollectyoutoday?”

Rori:“No,thankyousir,taxisarebackon

route”

Me:“youknowIdon’tmindright,plusI



gettospendmoretimewithyou”

Rori:“Iknowyoudon’tmindPhumla,but

Iam sortedthanks”

Me:“Ohkge,joinmeforlunch,inmy

officethistime.Icoulddowithoutyour

twofriendsaskingme21questions”

Shelaughsandagreestohavelaunch

withmeinmyoffice.

Icouldgetusedtothisyouknow,seeing

myPediqueeneveryday.Idrivetothe

officelistingtothesoundofSjava.U

mamahitsmehardbecauseI

sometimeswonderhowlifewouldhave

turnedoutifshewasstillaliveandI

reallymisshome.Ihaven’tsteppede



magcekenikaManziniinmorethan4

years.IcouldhavegonethereafterI

wasreleasedbutmyfathertoldmelong

timeagothatIam deadtohim andI

shouldconsidermyselfanorphan.I

continuesingingalongtoSjava.

“Intoeng'ythandangekhaya,

Ukuthiekhayaak'ngenwangemali

Nomang'ngasebenzi

Umamaung'thandangenkani

Nomaumhlabaungang'shaya

Uzong'thulisaathimtanamiungakhali

Ubukek'ukhatheleawuthingiland'

ukudlababahlalaphansi



Ang'sakhoni,ang'sakhoni,ang'sakhoni

Ngikhumbul'uma

Sebeth'indodaendalakangaka

Ikhalel'umawayo

Thabafwethungekeni-understand

Ndodaendalakangakaikhalela

umawayo

Thabafwethingekeni-understande”

Iam veryemotionalrightnowthinking

aboutmymother.Ijustneedtobury

myselfinworkandnotthinktoomuch.I

walktotheofficeandgreatSindyather

desk.



Me:“Sindy,canIpleasenotbedisturbed

today.TheonlypersonIam willingto

seeisKwenaandonlyifitsimportant

ohk”

Sindy:“NotedSir,butwhataboutyour

meetingwithMissNagelat12:00?”

Me:“Don’tworryaboutit,Iwillask

Kwenatotakeover”

Sindy:“OhkSir,noted”

Imakemywaytomyofficeandburry

untilIam disturbedbyKwenaafterhis

meetingwithNageltogivemefeedback.

**********************



Rorisang

Itisnow12:55andIdecidetopackup

mystuffamakemywaytoPhumla’s

officeacrossthestreet.It’smyfirsttime

hereandIdon’tevenknowwhichfloor

hisofficeisat.

Me:“hi,Iam heretoseeMrZungu”Isay

tothesecuritythatImeetatground

floor.

Him:“Doyouhaveanappointment

mam”hesayssmilingback,IguessIdid

soundlikeIwashereforworkrelated

reasons.

Me:“No,butheisexpectingme”he



handsmeavisitor’sbooktosignand

tellsmetotakealiftto4thfloor.

FewminuteslaterIarriveat4thfloor

andIfindreceptionist.Iwalkovertoher

withasmileandsheismoreserious

thantheguydownstairs.

Me:“hi,Iam heretoseeMrZungu”Isay

withmybrightestsmile

Her:“YoohaiThulanidoesn’tlisten,I

toldhim thatMrZunguwillnotbe

seeinganyonetoday,canyouplease

comebackonTuesdaymam,cozheis

fullybookedonMonday”

IguessThulaniistheguyImeetdown

stairs.“Heisexpectingme”Isaystill



keepingonmysmile.

Her:“unfortunatelymam,heaskedto

haveallhisappointmentfortoday

cancelled,ifit’sanurgentmatterIcan

checkwithMrLekota’sPAiftheycanbe

abletoassistyoufortoday”

Yooohaaiwhatiswithallthisgate

keeping?Howdifficultisitreallytosee

anITspecialist?Luckilyhewalksoutof

theofficewithanotherguy,Iassumeit’s

theboss.Ihavealwaysseenhim around

butwehaven’tbeenformallyintroduced.

TheladyatreceptionandIbothturnour

attentiontothem astheywalkout

laughing.Phumlaseesmeandsmiles,

hewalkstowardsthedeskandpullsme



inforatighthugthatlastlongerthanit

shouldandheisnotevenapologetic

aboutit.

Hisbossisstandingtheregrinning

broadlyandthePAwasjuststanding

there.Iclosemyeyesandtakeinhis

scent,asthishasbecomemynew

hobby.Ipulloutofthehugandhe

kissesmyforeheadandsmile.

Phumla:“YoureallytookyourtimeMa

Mokoena”hesaid,IlookatthePAand

shelooksdownembarrassed.

Me:“Iam sorryZungu,youandIboth

knowhowdifficultbossescanbe,soit



wasnoteasytoleavetheofficebefore

handingoverareport”

Hetakesmyhandandleadsmetohis

office,funnyenoughhisbossalso

followsus.Iguessheisoneofthose

peoplewhodon’tneedaninvitation.

Phumla:“Zakwami.Pleasemeetmy

boss,KwenaLekota”

Me:“NicetomeetyouMrLekota”Isay

asIextendmyarm forahandshake.

Whatdoeshedo?Hepullsmeinfora

briefhug.

Kwena:“Pleasedon’tcallmeMrLekota,

youmakemesoundsoold.Ijustturned

21youknow.JustcallmeKwena,that’s



whateveryonecalledmeanyway.Mr

Lekotawasmyfatherandhisfatherand

greatgrandfatherswhodidnoteven

leavemeanypieceofland.Ifitwasnot

thisthingstsabadimowabonaIwas

goingtochangemysurnamenxustruu.

IwouldgobyKwenaKwena.Phela

Kwenakephoofoloekotsekuduore

whyLacosteeturaso?”

Hooowbakithi,thisman.Iam laughing

sohardthatmystomachhurt.Phumla’s

bossissomethingelse.

Phumla:“EnjoyyourlunchKwenaIwill

catchupwithyouafter2ohk”hesays



pullinghim tothedoor

Kwena:“Itwasnicemeetingyou

Rorisang,Ihopenexttimewemeetit

willbeformorethan2seconds”hesays

beingpulledtothedoor.

Me:“Itwasnicemeetingyoutoo

Kwena”Ishout

Me:“Whatacharacter”Isayshakingmy

headandlaughingassoonasPhumla

closesthedoor.

Phumla:“Imagine,Ihavetoworkwith

him everyday”webothbustintolaugher.

Me:“Yoohaihemademyentireweek,I

guessworkingwithhim islikehavinga

standupcomedianonaspeeddialaway.



Whenyouarestressedbydeadlines,you

justdialhim andyouareguaranteeto

laugh”Isaycontinuingtolaugh.

Phumla:“Don’tmakefunofmyboss,lo

muntuobadalaamabillswami”hesays

laughing.

Iwouldn’tmindworkingwithaclown

likehim,toobadIam stuckwithboMr.

seriousAlexSmith.Wesetupourlunch

atacornertableinhisofficeandeat

whilediscussingcurrentaffairs.The

maintopicbeingMampitsaandBabes

wodumo.Imeanweareallshockedby

theturnofeventsasMampitsaalsolays

chargesofassaultagainstBabes.



IreallyappreciatethestandthatPhumla

istakingonthistopic.Itwarmsmyheart

toknowthathedoesn’tbelieveinhitting

awomannomatterwhatthereason

couldbetodoso.Nowomandeserves

tobebeatenupbyaman,worseofalla

manwhoissupposedtobeher

protectorandpillarofstrength.

Phumlainvitedmeformovieson

SaturdaybutIhadtoturnhim down

becauseofmytripwithThendoto

Venda.HisfacewhenIcorrectedhim

thatThendoisnotaladybutaman,yoo

aretse

[05/04,15:23] :Insert12



Rorisang

Phumla:“Welcometomyhumbleabode,

pleasefeelfreeheremicasaessu

casa”hesaysaftersharingabriefhug.

Me:“Noneedtobemodestdude,there

isnothinghumbleaboutthishouse”

Phumla:“comeonin,Ihopeyouarenot

inahurry”

Me:“No,Iam not,canIhaveatour

please?”

Phumla:“Xowoza”

Phumlatakesmeonthehousetour.I

mustsayheislivingthedream shem.

Thehouseisverybeautifulwithmodern



design.It’sveryspeciousbutwhatI

don’tunderstandiswhyhewouldbuy

suchabighouselivingalone.Itriedto

askabouthisfamily,tryingto

understandifhehasanysiblingsandhe

justchangedthesubject.Iwonderwhat

issopainfulabouthispastthathe

doesn’twanttotalkabout.Idon’tblame

him thoughIdidthesamewhenhe

askedmeaboutOra’sfather.Idon’tlike

talkingabouthim orhowhebrokemy

heartandleftmewithdeepscares.

Phumlaisverymodest,whenIasked

howheaffordsthisplacehejustsaidhe

ishousesittingforafriend,butIknow

heislyingbecausethehouseistoo



muchofhim.Wespendtherestofthe

afternooninhisswimmingpooland

braaingmeat.InfactIwasbulliedinto

swimming.ItwaseitherIchangeinto

theshortsandvestthatheborrowedme

orIwasgoingtobethrownintothepool

withmyformalwear.Sochanginginto

hisshortwillinglyseemedlikethebest

option.Bestdecisionever.

Icanconfirm itforyouguys,therumors

youheardaboutZulumanandtheirlove

formeatistrue.Ihavenevereatenso

muchmeatinmylifeyoo,therewas

beef,chickenandpork.Youcouldswear

thatwewerebraaingformanypeople

kanteitwasjustthetwoofus.Thegood



thingisthatIwon’thavetocookwhenI

gethomesinceIam homealone.

Phumla“Thankyouforspendingyour

afternoonwithmezakwami,Ireally

enjoyedmyself”

Me:“Ienjoyedmyselftoo,thankyoufor

comingtomyrescuetoday.Idon’tknow

whatIwouldhavedoneifyouhadnot

beenthere”

Wearesittinginhiscar,parkedoutside

mygateat08:30atnight.Itwasnot

easyleavinghishousebecausehedid

notwantmeto.Iwasalsohavingfun

withhim butasleepoverwasoutofthe



question.Wearehavingfunand

laughingwhenhisphonerings.Idon’t

knowwhathappenedbutafterseeing

thecalleridPhumla’smoodtookadive.

Irefrainedfrom askingwhowascalling

becauseit’sreallynoneofmybusiness.

Phumla:“Ulalekahleyezwa”hesays

beforekissingmyrightcheek.Iguess

thathiswayofsayingheneedstogo.

Me:“GoodnightPhumla”

Heopensthedoorformeandpullsme

inforatighthug.Iknowyouguysare

tiredofbeingremindedofhowgoodhe

smellsbutguys,thismansmellslike

heavenandIam obsessedwithhiscent.



Ipulloutofthehugandmakemywayto

thehouse.Iseehim driveoffassoonas

Iwalkinsidethegate.Iam verytiredallI

neednowistocallmydaughterandgo

tosleep.

*****************************************

**

Phumlani

IwashavingagreattimewithmyPedi

queenuntilIreceivedacallfrom Sbu

again.Itoldhim countlesstimesthatI

wantnothingtodowithhim.NgaphaSy

isalsobeggingmetohearhim out.Syis

blindedbyhisloveformoney.Ireally



don’twantanythingtodowiththeir

shenanigans.Imadeavowtomyself

nottofindmyselfbackinprisonagain

andIam notabouttobreakit.Sbuis

rightaboutonethingImadealotof

moneybutInearlylostitall.Whatwas

theuseofhavingallthatmoneyifIwas

notabletospendit?Yes,Imissthe

adrenalinandthrillofitallbutIam

tryingtobettermylife.Letmecallita

night,Ireallyneedtorest.

(Thefollowingday)

Iwokeupat05:00anddidanhouron

thetreadmill,fewpushupsandfewlaps

inthepool.Nowmydaycanstart.Itook

ashower,gotdressedandmademy



waytothekitchentoblendasmoothie.I

tookmycarkeys,cellphonewalletand

laptopandmademywayout.

Her:“NtateZungu”shesaysanswering

herphone.

Me:“Zakwamidoyouneedmetocome

andcollectyoutoday?”

Rori:“No,thankyousir,taxisarebackon

route”

Me:“youknowIdon’tmindright,plusI

gettospendmoretimewithyou”

Rori:“Iknowyoudon’tmindPhumla,but

Iam sortedthanks”

Me:“Ohkge,joinmeforlunch,inmy

officethistime.Icoulddowithoutyour

twofriendsaskingme21questions”



Shelaughsandagreestohavelaunch

withmeinmyoffice.

Icouldgetusedtothisyouknow,seeing

myPediqueeneveryday.Idrivetothe

officelistingtothesoundofSjava.U

mamahitsmehardbecauseI

sometimeswonderhowlifewouldhave

turnedoutifshewasstillaliveandI

reallymisshome.Ihaven’tsteppede

magcekenikaManziniinmorethan4

years.IcouldhavegonethereafterI

wasreleasedbutmyfathertoldmelong

timeagothatIam deadtohim andI

shouldconsidermyselfanorphan.I

continuesingingalongtoSjava.



“Intoeng'ythandangekhaya,

Ukuthiekhayaak'ngenwangemali

Nomang'ngasebenzi

Umamaung'thandangenkani

Nomaumhlabaungang'shaya

Uzong'thulisaathimtanamiungakhali

Ubukek'ukhatheleawuthingiland'

ukudlababahlalaphansi

Ang'sakhoni,ang'sakhoni,ang'sakhoni

Ngikhumbul'uma

Sebeth'indodaendalakangaka

Ikhalel'umawayo

Thabafwethungekeni-understand

Ndodaendalakangakaikhalela



umawayo

Thabafwethingekeni-understande”

Iam veryemotionalrightnowthinking

aboutmymother.Ijustneedtobury

myselfinworkandnotthinktoomuch.I

walktotheofficeandgreatSindyather

desk.

Me:“Sindy,canIpleasenotbedisturbed

today.TheonlypersonIam willingto

seeisKwenaandonlyifitsimportant

ohk”

Sindy:“NotedSir,butwhataboutyour

meetingwithMissNagelat12:00?”



Me:“Don’tworryaboutit,Iwillask

Kwenatotakeover”

Sindy:“OhkSir,noted”

Imakemywaytomyofficeandburry

untilIam disturbedbyKwenaafterhis

meetingwithNageltogivemefeedback.

**********************

Rorisang

Itisnow12:55andIdecidetopackup

mystuffamakemywaytoPhumla’s

officeacrossthestreet.It’smyfirsttime

hereandIdon’tevenknowwhichfloor



hisofficeisat.

Me:“hi,Iam heretoseeMrZungu”Isay

tothesecuritythatImeetatground

floor.

Him:“Doyouhaveanappointment

mam”hesayssmilingback,IguessIdid

soundlikeIwashereforworkrelated

reasons.

Me:“No,butheisexpectingme”he

handsmeavisitor’sbooktosignand

tellsmetotakealiftto4thfloor.

FewminuteslaterIarriveat4thfloor

andIfindreceptionist.Iwalkovertoher

withasmileandsheismoreserious

thantheguydownstairs.



Me:“hi,Iam heretoseeMrZungu”Isay

withmybrightestsmile

Her:“YoohaiThulanidoesn’tlisten,I

toldhim thatMrZunguwillnotbe

seeinganyonetoday,canyouplease

comebackonTuesdaymam,cozheis

fullybookedonMonday”

IguessThulaniistheguyImeetdown

stairs.“Heisexpectingme”Isaystill

keepingonmysmile.

Her:“unfortunatelymam,heaskedto

haveallhisappointmentfortoday

cancelled,ifit’sanurgentmatterIcan

checkwithMrLekota’sPAiftheycanbe

abletoassistyoufortoday”



Yooohaaiwhatiswithallthisgate

keeping?Howdifficultisitreallytosee

anITspecialist?Luckilyhewalksoutof

theofficewithanotherguy,Iassumeit’s

theboss.Ihavealwaysseenhim around

butwehaven’tbeenformallyintroduced.

TheladyatreceptionandIbothturnour

attentiontothem astheywalkout

laughing.Phumlaseesmeandsmiles,

hewalkstowardsthedeskandpullsme

inforatighthugthatlastlongerthanit

shouldandheisnotevenapologetic

aboutit.

Hisbossisstandingtheregrinning

broadlyandthePAwasjuststanding



there.Iclosemyeyesandtakeinhis

scent,asthishasbecomemynew

hobby.Ipulloutofthehugandhe

kissesmyforeheadandsmile.

Phumla:“YoureallytookyourtimeMa

Mokoena”hesaid,IlookatthePAand

shelooksdownembarrassed.

Me:“Iam sorryZungu,youandIboth

knowhowdifficultbossescanbe,soit

wasnoteasytoleavetheofficebefore

handingoverareport”

Hetakesmyhandandleadsmetohis

office,funnyenoughhisbossalso

followsus.Iguessheisoneofthose



peoplewhodon’tneedaninvitation.

Phumla:“Zakwami.Pleasemeetmy

boss,KwenaLekota”

Me:“NicetomeetyouMrLekota”Isay

asIextendmyarm forahandshake.

Whatdoeshedo?Hepullsmeinfora

briefhug.

Kwena:“Pleasedon’tcallmeMrLekota,

youmakemesoundsoold.Ijustturned

21youknow.JustcallmeKwena,that’s

whateveryonecalledmeanyway.Mr

Lekotawasmyfatherandhisfatherand

greatgrandfatherswhodidnoteven

leavemeanypieceofland.Ifitwasnot

thisthingstsabadimowabonaIwas

goingtochangemysurnamenxustruu.

IwouldgobyKwenaKwena.Phela



Kwenakephoofoloekotsekuduore

whyLacosteeturaso?”

Hooowbakithi,thisman.Iam laughing

sohardthatmystomachhurt.Phumla’s

bossissomethingelse.

Phumla:“EnjoyyourlunchKwenaIwill

catchupwithyouafter2ohk”hesays

pullinghim tothedoor

Kwena:“Itwasnicemeetingyou

Rorisang,Ihopenexttimewemeetit

willbeformorethan2seconds”hesays

beingpulledtothedoor.

Me:“Itwasnicemeetingyoutoo

Kwena”Ishout



Me:“Whatacharacter”Isayshakingmy

headandlaughingassoonasPhumla

closesthedoor.

Phumla:“Imagine,Ihavetoworkwith

him everyday”webothbustintolaugher.

Me:“Yoohaihemademyentireweek,I

guessworkingwithhim islikehavinga

standupcomedianonaspeeddialaway.

Whenyouarestressedbydeadlines,you

justdialhim andyouareguaranteeto

laugh”Isaycontinuingtolaugh.

Phumla:“Don’tmakefunofmyboss,lo

muntuobadalaamabillswami”hesays

laughing.



Iwouldn’tmindworkingwithaclown

likehim,toobadIam stuckwithboMr.

seriousAlexSmith.Wesetupourlunch

atacornertableinhisofficeandeat

whilediscussingcurrentaffairs.The

maintopicbeingMampitsaandBabes

wodumo.Imeanweareallshockedby

theturnofeventsasMampitsaalsolays

chargesofassaultagainstBabes.

IreallyappreciatethestandthatPhumla

istakingonthistopic.Itwarmsmyheart

toknowthathedoesn’tbelieveinhitting

awomannomatterwhatthereason

couldbetodoso.Nowomandeserves

tobebeatenupbyaman,worseofalla

manwhoissupposedtobeher

protectorandpillarofstrength.



Phumlainvitedmeformovieson

SaturdaybutIhadtoturnhim down

becauseofmytripwithThendoto

Venda.HisfacewhenIcorrectedhim

thatThendoisnotaladybutaman,yoo

aretse

[05/04,15:24] :Insert13

Rorisang

TodayisSaturdayandIwokeupearly

becauseIneedtoprepareformytripto

VendawithThendo.Iam notreallysure

aboutthistripIdon’tevenknowwhat

wasIthinkingagreeingtogotoaplaceI



don’tknowwithamanIbarelyknow.My

heartisnolongerontheroadtripandI

couldn’tbringmyselftoletThendo

downespeciallyontheeleventhhour.

It’snow08:15andIam supposedto

meetThendointownat09:00.Iknow

timeisagainstmebecauseIhavenot

yethadbreakfast.Ispendmostofmy

morningstalkingtoOrawhom Imiss

verymuch.Iwishtheywerecoming

backtomorrowbuttheystillhave

anotherweektospendinJohannesburg.

Iam busydishingjungleoatswhena

messagecomesthroughonthephone.

‘Iam outside’thetextreads.Whatdoes

hemeanheisoutside?Iam not

expectinghim,plusheknowsIhavea



triptoVendatoday.Icovertheoats

that’sIhavedishedwithatablecloth

andwalktothegate.

Iseehim leaningagainsthiscar.Heis

wearinglongtrackpants,runningshoes

andasweater.Itakeithewentjogging

anddecidedtopassbymyplace.His

faceishardandallserious.Thisisa

sightofPhumlathatIam notfamiliar

with.Ihaveonlyseenhim laughingand

havingaplayfullook,thishardand

seriouslookisallforeigntome.



Me:“Morning,Iwasnotexpectingtosee

youtoday”Isaysmilingandstanding

nexttohim.

Phumlani:“Morning,areyoureadyto

leave?”hesayswithaserioustone

Me:“Readytoleaveforwhere?”

Phumlani:“Uneskhathisokudlalaneh.

Utheuyaphitoday?”Ilookathim

puzzledwhatisheplayingat.IknowI

toldhim Iam goingtoVendabutwhere



ishegoing?

Me:“HayiPhumla,IknowIsaidIam

goingtoVendabutyouarenotgoing

withus”Isayfoldingmyarm infrontof

mychest.Whatisheplayingat?

HechucklesandlookatmelikeIam

crazy.

Phumla:“IhavenoplanstogotoVenda

mina,getinthecarsihambe”

Me:“Letmegolockthehousefirstge”



Ilefthim standingthereandwentback

tothehouse.Itookmyhandbag,

cellphoneandhousekeys.Imademy

waytothecarafterlockingboththe

houseandthegate.Igotinthe

passengerseatandhedroveoffwithout

sayingaword.Idon’tknowwhatheis

thinkingrightnow.Wearedrivingin

totalsilent.Nowords,nomusicjustthe

soundsofoursilentthought.Iplaya

gameonmyphonejusttoescapefrom

allthistension.AfterawhileIseehim

driveintohisestate.Iwasnoteven

payingattentionofthedirectionswe

weredrivingin.IguessIwasjustnaïve

tothinkthathewoulddropmeoffatthe

MallsothatIcouldwaitforThendo.



ThendosentmeanSMSsayingIshould

lethim knowassoonasIgettotown.

TheagreementwastomeetatKFC

behindLimpopoMallbyLandrossMare

Street.Phumlapullsoffathisdriveway

andgetsoutofthecar.Ifollowwithout

waitingforhim toopenthedoorforme.

Me:“Willyoupleasedropmeoffin

town”Isayassoonaswewalkinthe

house.

Phumla:“Whatdoyouknowaboutthis

guyotherthanhisfirstnameand

surname?”



Me:“notmuchreally”

Phumla:“Sowhydoyouwanttogowith

atotalstranger?Doyouneedattention

thatmuch?”

IkeptquitecozIfeltlikehewas

insultingme,whatdoeshemeandoI

needthatmuchattention.Heleavesme

standinginthemiddleoftheroom and

wentupstairs.IsentThendoanSMS

tellinghim thatIcan’tmakeitanymore.I

makeupsomestoryaboutan

emergencyathome.Hecalls

immediatelyandIdon’tfeellike



answering.InfactIam ashamed,Idon’t

knowwhatIwillsaytohim.Hesentas

SMSsayinghehopestheemergencyI

haveathomegetsresolved.Iam sitting

herealoneandIdon’tknowwhere

Phumlais,Iam bothhungryandangry.

Afterhalfanhourofhim notshowingup

ImademywaytotheKitchenand

preparedasandwichformyself.Idon’t

knowwhatiseatingPhumlayaziand

whathedidistotallywrong.He

kidnappedme,insultedmebysayingI

seekattentionandnowhedisappeared

somewhereinthehouse.

Phumlani:“Ngiyeza”that’sallhesay

answeringhisphonebeforehangingup.



Ihavebeensittinginherealoneforan

hourbeforedecidingtocallhim.Idonot

havetheenergytosearchforhim inthe

house.Hecomesdownwearingablue

shortjean,whitegolft-shirtandwhite

snickers.

Me:“Phimlaninthweweidiragoisnot

fair”IsayassoonasIseehim coming

downthestairs.

Him:“Tellmedoyoureallywanttogoto

VendaoryouwanttogotoVendawith

thisastranger?”



IkeepquitecozIdon’tevenknowwhat

wasIthinkingagreeingtogotoVenda

withThendo.Whatifhekidnappedme

orsomething?

Him:“Let’sgo”hesaysgrabbinghiscar

keys.

Me:“Reyakae?”

Hime:“Uzobona”

Ipickupmybagandphoneandfollow

him tothecar.



************

Phumlaisveryspontaneous,Ican’t

believewearedrivingtoVendaright

now.WhenIrealizedwhereweare

headingtoIwashappyandshockedat

thesametimecozhedidnothavetodo

it.Allhesaidwas“Youwanttogoto

Venda,IwilltakeyouVenda.Iam here

foryouRori,useme.Youwant

somethingaskmeandIwillmove

mountainsifIhavetosothatyoucan

getwhateveritisthatyouwant”.GuysI

thinkthismanjuststolemyheart.Iam



fallingforPhumlaandIpraytoGodthat

thisZulumanwillcatchmeandcarry

mehome.Hometohisheart,aplace

whereIwillbetreasuredandloved.

Phumlaisalsoadventurous.Makingme

trythingsIwouldn’tevendaredream of

doing.Forexampleasweweregoing

throughtheHendrikVerwoerdTunnels,

heparkedthecarbeforegoingthrough

thefirsttunnelandmadeuswalkinto

thetunnels.ThankGodforthewalkpath

madeforpedestrianswewalktothe

othersideofthetunnelbeforewalking

backforthecar.Westoppedinthe

middleofthetunnelonourwaybackto

thecarandhejustpulledmeinfora



passionatekissthatleftmykneesweak.

ItwasaperfectmomentandIam glad

heisherewithmerightnow.Wewent

backforthecaranddrovethroughthe

tunneljoiningotherdriversinhooting

whiledrivingthrough.Idon’tknowwhy

drivershootwhenthedrivethroughthe

tunnelsbutitwasfuntoexperiencethe

wholething.OurfirststopwasPhiphidi

waterfall,breathtakingthat’sallIcan

say.Wetooksomanypictures,poor

Phumlagottiredofmakingposeshe

endedupbeingacameraman.

WeleftPhiphidianddrovetotheRoyal

Gardensforlunch.Vendaissobeautiful

xem.Theplaceisgreenandmajestic



withitshillsandvalleys.Ihavenever

seensomuchgreeninoneplace.There

werefruittreeseverywhere,insideand

outsidepeople’syards.Afterlunchwe

wentforaboatrideattoNandoniDam,I

cansafelysayIam readytogettoknow

myprovincecoztodayIlearnedwehave

somuchtoexplorewithoutleavingthe

boardersofourprovince.Wewereboth

verytiredafterthewholeexperienceand

Phumlabookedusaroom atKhoroni.

WehadtodrivetoThavhanemalltobuy

toiletriesandchangeofclothesfor

tomorrow.



Phumlani:“Roringiyakuthanda,you

maynotknowityetbutIneedyouinmy

life.IfyourememberwhatIwroteonthe

cardthatIsentwiththefirstflowers

thatIsenttoyou,youwouldremember

thatIsaidIdon’tlikewastingmytime

onmeaninglessthings.Ihavewasted

fewyearsofmylifedoingnothingand

rightnowallIwanttodoistospend

everyminutedoingmeaningfulthings

andspendingtimewithpeoplewho

meansalottome.Iwantyoubaby

pleaseletmein,Ipromisetoliveforyou

andguardyourheart.Iwillneverhurt

youintentionallyandyesIhaveapast

andsomethingsIhavedoneinthatpast

youmightnotlike.ButallIneedyouto



knowisIam nolongerthatperson”

Wehavingthisconversationwhile

havingdinnerinthehotelroom.We

bookedtwoseparatebedroomsand

havingdinnerinmyroom.

Me:“Iwanttobewithyouinmylifetoo

Phumla,butIalsoneedyoutoopenup

tomeaboutyourpast.IfeellikeIdon’t

knowyou.Idon’tevenknowifyouhave

anysiblingsornotbecauseyoualways

changethesubjectwheneverIask

aboutyourfamily.Iam willingtomake

usworkbutIneedyoutobeanopen

bookwithmeforexampleIdon’tknow



whatyouweredoingorstayingbefore

movingtoPolokwane”

Phumla:“Iwasinprison”

Me:“huh?”Idon’tthinkIheardhim right.

Phumla:“IsaidIwasinjailbefore

movingtoPolokwane”

Me:“Kekgopelagobethwakemoya”I

saidstandingup

Phumla:“Uyaphi,it’snotsafeoutthere”

heshoutsasIopenthedoorandstep



outoftheroom.Hebetternotfollowme.

[05/04,15:24] :Insert14

Phumlani

Iam goingoutofmywitshere,worried

aboutRorisang.Iknowshedeservedto

knowthetruthbutnowIfeellikeitwas

toosoon.Iwishshedidnotrunoff,she

shouldhaveatleastkickedmeoutofher

room becausenowIam worriedabout

her.Whatifsomethinghappenedtoher,

Ican’tevencallhersinceshelefther

phonebehind.Iwenttothecasino,the

restaurantandreceptionareatolookfor

herwithnosuccess.



Iam nowsittingheredrinkingmy

secondglassofwhisky.Ihavealways

knownthatmypastwillcomebackto

troublemebutIdidnotknowitwould

bethissoon.IdoubtIam evenprepared

tolethergo,Iloveher.Shestolemy

hearttheminuteIlaidmyeyesonher.

Mybodyistiredbutmymindandheart

wouldnotallowmetosleep.It’sbeen2

hoursalreadyandsheisstillnotback.I

couldhavechasedafterherbutI

thoughtsheneededtodigestwhatIjust

sharedwithher.Iam broughtbackbya

softknockonthedoor.Itakeadeep

breathandmakeasmallernyanaprayer



thankGod.Iopenthedoorandfindmy

Pediqueenontheotherside.

Her:“Iam sorryIranoutearlierIjust

neededtodigestwhatyoutoldme”she

saysassoonasshewalksin.

Iam gladthatsheisbacksafeand

unharmediam notevengoingtoask

whereshewas.Iam verynervousright

now.Idon’tknowwhattoexpect.My

biggestfearislosingherbeforeweeven

gettobetogether.

Me:sight“Sosimekuphi?”



Rori:“IthoughtaboutwhatisitthatI

wantandneed.IaskedmyselfifIcan

overlookyourpastandthefactthatyou

didsometimeinprison.Ithoughtabout

mychild,whatwouldbebestforher…”

Allthistime,Ihearallthatsheissaying

andIguesssheisnotcomfortablewith

herchildbeingaroundaformerconvict.

Rori:“LikeyousaidPhumla,thisisyour

pastandweallhaveapast.Forsome

it’sdarkerbutthatshouldn’tmatter.

Whatmattersiswhoyouarenow.Ifwe

giveuponeveryonewhogoestojail



therewon’tbeaneedforourjustice

system totryandhavethenreformed.I

onlyhaveonequestionthoughactually

makethat2”

Me:“Ohk,buza”

Rori:“Whatwereyouinforandhowlong

wasthesentence?”

Ifthiswasanyothermomentbelieveme,

IwouldjokeandsaymurderbutIguess

thisisnotoneofthosetimes.Iam not

yetoutofthewoods,butIpraythatin

thenearfuturesheandIcanbeableto

jokeaboutit.



Me:“Iwassentencedforhackingintoa

banksystem andmysentencewasfor

25yearsbutonlyservedfourwhenmy

verdictwasreversedduetosomenew

evidencethatstrengthenedmycase”

Rori:“Soyouwerenottheonewho

hackedintothebanksystem?”

Me:“Notonthatparticulardayin

question,no”Iam planningtobeas

openasIpossiblycanbewithher.

Rori:“Iam lost”



Me:sighing“IwasworkingforanIT

companywhereIwasemployedtohack

intoothercompanysystemsto

diagnosetheirweakness.Afterwe

diagnosedtheirweaknesseswewould

developasystem forthosecompanies

toprotectthem from hackers.So

hackingintosystemsismyspecialty.So

whenmymotherwasdiagnosedwith

cervicalcancer,my4friendsandIcame

withaplanusemyskillstogetfundsfor

hermedicaltreatment.Iwasdesperate

atthetimebecausemymotherwasnot

onanymedicalaidandaddingheron

mineatthattimewasnotanoption

becausehersicknesswasnotgoingto



becoveredforthenexttwelvemonths

becauseofwaitingperiods.SoIused

myhackingskillstohackintobanks,a

friendofminewhoisanaccountant

usedhisskillstowashthemoneyusing

ourotherfriend’sbusinesses.Itall

workedandIwasabletopaymy

mother’smedicalbillsuntilshepassed

away2yearslater”

Rori:“Sodidyoustopafteryour

mother’spassing”

Me:“No,wedidn’t.Wecontinuedto

hackandstealmoney.Iguesswewere

justusedtoitandthemoneyalso



motivatedus”

Rori:“Sohowdidyougetcaught?”

Me:“Afriendofminewhoisthe

accountantbecamegreedybecausehe

hadtofeedalifestyleofdrugs,fastcars

andslayqueens.Sohetookmylaptop

whenIwasnothomeandusedthe

system tohackintoabankwithout

shieldingtheIPaddresssothatwhen

it’straceditwillleadthetracerto10

differentlocationswhichdoesn’tinclude

theactualaddress.Sowhenitwas

traceditleadtheinvestigatorstomy

doorstepandthenatureofmyjobdid



notdomefavorbecauseit’s

demonstratedmyabilitytohackinto

systems”

Rori:“Sowhatevidenceexonerated

you?”

Me:“IneverpleadguiltyincourtcozI

wasn’tandnofundsstolenwerefound

inanyofmybankaccountsand

investments.Butthebiggestthingthat

playedarolewasathrowbackThursday

videothatwaspostedbyacoupleofthe

daythemanproposedtohisgirlfriendat

thebeach”



Rori:“How?”

Me:“IntheVideo,Icouldbeseen

walkingwithmythengirlfriendatthe

beachatthetimeanddayIwas

supposedlyhackingintothebank.Itwas

actuallyspottedmyfriendSimonwhois

alawyeronFacebookandheforcedthe

statetoreopenthecase.Withthenew

evidenceIwasvindicatedandreleased”

Rori:“Yoo,itsoundslikeamovie”

Me:“Wellit’sastoryofmylife”



Rori:“Sowhydidn’tyouturninyour

friend,theonewhousedyourlaptopto

hackthesystem”

Me:“It’sallaboutloyaltyandacodethat

wehad.Ifonegetscaughttheygodown

alone.Thosewhoareoutsidewould

thenberesponsibleforhisbusiness

interestandtakingcareofhisfamily”

Rori:“Canyoustillhackintosystems

anddoyoustilldoit?”

Me:“Icanhackintoanysystem butI

don’tdoit.Iusedmyfundstobuyinto

theITCompanythatwasonthevergeof



closingdownanddecidedtomoveto

Polokwanetostartafreshandrunmy

businesslegally”

Rori:“Soyouownthecompany,youare

notjustanemployee?”

Me:“YesIownthecompany,actually

KwenaandIown50%each"

Rori:"Wouldyoueverhackintomy

laptoporphone?"

Me:"notunlessyouareindanger,i

respectyourprivacyandimeanit"



Rori:“Ohk,Iam gladyouwerenot

chargedformurderorrapeorhuman

trafficking.Iam notsureifIwouldhave

beenabletolookpastthose.Ihavea

childthatIneedtothinkaboutinevery

decisionImake”shesaysyarning.We

arebothtiredanditsnowmidnight.

Me:“Youaretiredzakwami,let’scallit

anightandwecancontinuethis

conversationtomorrow”Isaystanding

up.

Rori:“couldyoupleasecuddlemeuntilI

fallasleep”



Itmademereallyhappytohearherask

methatquestion.Ikickedoffmyshoes

andtookofmyclothesuntilIwasleft

withavestandboxershorts.Shewent

tothebathroom tochangeintohernight

gown.

Me:“Iwillleaveassoonasyoufall

asleepok.SweetdreamsmyPedi

queen”Isaykissingthetopofherhead.

Rori:shegiggles“GoodnightmyZulu

king”



Myheartjumpedforjoyhearinghersay

that.ThetriptoVendafinallyyields

somepositiveresults.Theonlything

unbearableaboutthisplaceistheheat,

wehadtosleepontopoftheblanket

withanairconon.

[05/04,15:24] :Insert15

Rorisang

ItsFridaytoday,5dayssinceourtripto

VendawherePhumlaandImadeour

relationshipofficial.Theweekhasbeen

hecticforbothofusmakingitdifficult

tospendmoretimetogether.Ihada

deadlinetoproduceaproposalby



ThursdayandPhumlahasbeentraining

lecturersatCapricornCollegeonthe

softwarethathiscompanydeveloped

forthem from Monday.Theonlytime

wewouldseeeachotherwasinthe

morningwhenhewouldcollectmefrom

home.Sotomakeupfornotseeing

muchofeachotherIam spendingthe

nightathishousetodayandtomorrow

sincebothmyparentsanddaughterare

comingbackonSunday.

Iam busyonmylaptopwhenThalitha

walksintomyofficeholdingabunchof

redroses.



Thalitha:“Girlaren’tyoujustlucky?I

havebeenwithmymothofor4years

now,notevenoncedidIreceiveflowers”

shesayshandingmetheroses.

Me:Smiling“Argmaybeyourmotho

knowthatyouwouldappreciateother

thingsbetterthanflowers”

Thalitha:“Youarerighthey,whatwouldI

dowithflowersmara?Ipreferboma

airtime,bodidataordijosoora

shoppingspreenyana”webothlaugh

aboutit.

Thalithawasveryhappytohearthat



PhumlaandIarenowanitem,pityI

can’tsaythesayaboutTebogo.Thalitha

saidImustjustdomeandforgetabout

her,andthat’sjustwhatIhavedecided

todo.

Thalitha:“Sodidyoufindahelper?”

Me:“No,Ididnotfindahelper,Ifounda

houseexecutive”Isaidlaughing.

Thalitha:“Isthatwhattheyarecalled

now?Houseexecutives?”

Me:“That’swhatIchoosetocallthem”



Thalitha:“Yoonnaifomphasuchanice

tittleyoubetterbegivingmenicemoney

too”shesayslaughing.

OraandIarefinallymovingintoourown

spacenextweekend.Therenovations

aredoneandIcollectedmykeys

yesterday.Istillneedtobuyfurniture

andfindtransportforOratoschool.

Thalitha:“Enjoyyourweekendboo,Iwill

seeyouonMondayneh”

Me:“Enjoyyourweekendtooanddrive



safe.StopbeingaSchumacheronthe

road”

Thalitha:“YesMother”shesaysrolling

hereyesbeforelivingmyoffice.

IcallPhumlatofindoutifheisbackcoz

Iam readytoleave.Hetellsmetocome

tohisofficeheisjustfinishingoff

something.Ipackmythingsandmake

mywayoutafterlockingmyoffice.

ThankGodhetookmyovernightbackin

themorningwhenhecollectedmeI

wouldn’twantpeopleknowingthatkeya

malunda(sleepingout).Imeetmy

supervisorattheparkinglotreversing.



Him:“DoyouneedaliftRori?”hesays

rollingdownhiswindow

Me:“nothankyouAlex,Iam justgoing

acrossthestreet”

Him:“ohk,butjustsoyouknowIdon’t

likethatfriendofyoursfrom acrossthe

street”

Me:Ichuckle“justsoyouknowheisnot

myfriendbutmyboyfriendandhe

doesn’tlikeyoueitherAlex”.



Heshakeshisheadandrollhiswindow

backupanddrivesoff.Mxm thisone

mustjustgetoverhimselfandbring

backourland.

IcrossoverandwalktoPhumla’soffice

building.Ichoosetowaitforhim down

stairs.Iwilljusttextandlethim know

thatIam here.Hesoonmakeshisway

outoftheliftfollowedbyhissidekick,

Kwena.Heislookingallhotinhisgray3

piecesuite,whiteshirtandbrownshoes.

Iam hypnotizedbyhisscentashe

walksclosertowardsme.Heopenshis

armsandpullsmeinforahug.Asusual

Iclosemyeyesandtakeinhisscent.

KwenaclearshisthroatinprotestandI



pulloutofthehugandhughim too.

Kwena:“Hi,Rori,Iam toldyoudon’t

wanttocomeupstairssoIdecidedto

comedown,hardluckifyouweretrying

toavoidingme”

What?Kwenacanbedramaticshame

Phumla:“WowKwena,justwow”he

saysshakinghishead.

Kwena:“Bekesabolelelewenamorwa”

Ilaugh,thistwoneh.Iwonderhowthey



managetoworktogether.PhumlaisMr.

seriousandKwenaisMr.funnyclown.

Me:“IwasnottryingtoavoidyouKwena,

infactImissedyou”

Phumla:“Nozakwamiyoudidnotmiss

him,don’tlietomakehim feelbetter”

Kwena:laughing“ImissedyoutwoRori,

letmenotkeepyoulovebirdsthen,

pleasedon’tbeastrangerohk”

Me:“IpromiseIwon’t”



Kwenawinksatmeandwalkbacktothe

liftsinging‘Iam sohappy’byPharrell.

PhumlaandIjustlookathim in

amusementbeforehetakesmyhandin

hisandlooksdeepintomyeyes.

Phumla:“Imissedyouandyoursoftlips

baby”hesayspullingmeinforabrief

kiss.

********

Phumla
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































