
CARRYMEHOME

INTRO

Inlifewearetoldthatoppositeattract.

darknessaxistsothatwecanappriciate

thelight.thatswhyweneedtofallinlove

withpeoplewhocompleteus,someone

totraveltheroadwithus.Someoneto

pickusupwhenwefalldawnandcarry

ushome.Travelwithmeinthisjourney

ofloveandselfdiscovery,wherethe

pastthreatensthefuture.
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Ican’tbelieveIam standingheretoday,

outsideofthisfourwalls,itsurefeels

likeadream.Ihavedreamedaboutthis



daysincethefirstnightIspentinthis

hellholebutIdidnotevenoncebelieve

itwouldcometrue.“It’sallrightPhumla,

it’sallovernow”hesayspattingmy

back.Iam downonmykneescrying

becauseIstillcan’tbelievethatthisday

isfinallyhere.Icouldn’tsleeplastnight

becauseIwasafraidtowakeupandbe

tolditwasalladream.ButIam here

nowandIam reallyfree,therainthat

fallsonmybackremindsmethatitall

realandIam notdreaming.Islowlyget

upandtakeinadeepbreath.Idon’t

wanttolookbacksoIjustwalkon,Iwill

definitelydoanythinginmypowernotto

findmyselfbackhereagain.



MynameisPhumlaniZunguIam 30

yearsoldandtodaymarksthedayofmy

rebirth.Todayisthedaymylifetakesa

turnforthebetter,todayisthedayI

becomeafreeman.Igetintotheback

ofthecarandSimonislookingwith

worryandconcerninhiseyes.“Areyou

ohkndoda?”heaskashetakesasit

nexttomeattheback.“NgirightSy,and

thankyouverymuchforeverything,I

don’tthinkIwouldhavesurvivedmy

timehereifyoualsochoosetoturnyou

backonmelikeeveryoneelse.”Henods

andasksthedrivertodrivetoahotel.I

askedhim tobookmeintoahotel

becauseIdon’twanttogohome.Infact,

IdoubtIstillhaveahome.Simon,



wantedtotakemeinbutIjustdidnot

wanttoinconveniencehisfamily,I

understandthathehasayoungwife

nowandIdon’twanttomakeherfeel

uncomfortableinherownhome.Weall

knowhowpeoplesometimesfeel

awkwardaroundformerconvicts,plus

theguyhasalreadydonemoreforme.

“Weareheremfwethu”Sysays.Iwas

notevenawarethatweareparkedin

frontofthehotel.Itakeadeepbreath

“Canyoupleasegiveme5more

minutes?”Iask.“Sho,youwillfindme

insidewhenyouareready”hesays

walkingoutafterpattingmyback,the

driverfollowsandstandoutside.



Iclosemyeyesassoonasthecardoor

closes.Isayaprayerthankingthelord

forprotectingmeallthosemonthsin

prisonandforaffordingmeasecond

chanceinlife.AftertheprayerIwalkout

ofthecarandwalkintothehotel.

IfindSywaitingformeatthereception.

HewalkstotheliftandIfollowhim “I

thoughtyoukilledyourselfintherebro”

hesaysjokingly.“Never,ifitwasthat

easyIwouldhavedoneitthefirstnightI

spendinprison”Isaywalkingintothe

lift.“YaziPhumla,Iam gladyoudidnot

choosetotaketheeasywayout,Idoubt

Iwouldhavesurvived.Irespectyou

ndoda”hesays.“Idon’tthinkweknow

whatwecansurviveuntilwefind



ourselvesinthatsituation.Imean4

yearsago,Iwouldnothavedreamtof

spendingadayinjailandsurviving

mfwethu,buthereIam”Ireply

shruggingmyshoulders.Wereachour

floorandwalktotheroom.

“Ihavealittlepresentforyou,Ihopeyou

willlikeit”Sysaysstandingbythedoor.

“Aslongasit’snotasurpriseparty,I

toldyouIam notreadytoseeanyone”I

saypointingmyfingerathim.Hejust

shrugshisshouldersandopenthedoor.

“Fuckndoda,thisIlike”Isaypattinghim

onthebackandsmiling.IlikewhatIsee

ofcourse,twobeautifulhalfnaked

ladieschillingonthebed.YouseeIhave



beenstarved,Simontriedtofindaway

tobringmesomewhileIwasstill

incarceratedbutallattemptsfailed.

“WellIam gladyouapprove,cozIhave

toleave.IpromisedmydaughterIwill

beattendinghersoccermatchtoday.

Ladies,pleasemakesuremyfriendhere

hasthebesttimeonhislife”Sysay.

“Beforeyouleave,whenam Igettingmy

stuff?Ineedtostartworking”.“Youwill

getyourtoystomorrowmorning,along

withyoubankcards.”Hesaysand

pause,helooksattheladiesbehindme

andsaid“Phumla,wewilldiscuss

everythingtomorrowohk.Gogetridof

allthatcerebos,Iam sureyouareready

tooffload25liters”hesayslaughing



andrunningtothedoor.Crazysonofa

b***h.Iturnmyattentiontothetwo

ladiesonthebedwhoarelookingatme

seductivelyandIam ashardasaniron.

Damn,tonightisthenight.
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Iam wokenupbyaloudbangingonthe

door.Damn,whattimeisit.Ibarelyslept

lastnight.Thetwoladieswerehaving

troublekeepingup,Imadesurethey

workedforeverypennypaidtothem.“I

am coming,juststopbangingthedoor

likeaprisonwarder,Ididnotleave

prisontobewokenlikeaninmate”I

shoutremovingoneoftheladieshead

from mychest.Mxm sheistoo

comfortable,cuddlinglikewearelovers.



Theyshouldwakeupandleavealready.

“Damnyoulooklikeyouhadarough

night,Ifeelforthepoorladies”Simon

sayspushinghiswayin.“Whattimeisit

andaren’tyousupposedtobeeating

breakfastinbedorsomething”Iask

yawning.“Itslatendoda,didn’tyouused

towakeupat4am inAlcatraz?”ooooh

really?Whatwouldheknowabout

Alcatraz?theprisonIwasinwasmore

likeSunCitythanAlcatrazasheputsit.

Butthespecialholidaytreatmentwas

notforallofus.Iwasluckyreally

becausethereisnothingmoneycannot

buyinthiscountry.Simonwokethe

ladiesupnicelyandaskedthem toleave.



ApparentlypaymentwasdoneviaEFT

beforetheyshowedup,yahthingshave

reallychangedouthere.Prostitutesare

paidviaEFT,Iam tolditsforsafety

reasons,onetheydon’tfeelsafecarrya

lotofcash,Idon’tevenwanttoknow

howmuchtheywerepaid,andtwo

somecustomersrunawaywithout

paying.Thatisjustnotfair.Weneedto

respecteachother’strade,Imeanhow

wouldyoufeelifsomeoneusedyour

servicesandrefusedtopayupafter?

Otherprofessionalswouldthreatenlegal

actionbecausethelawisontheirside

whilethisprofession(prostitution)isnot

evenrecognizedbythelaw.



“Whattimeismystuffgettinghere?”I

ask.“Theyshouldbearrivinganytime

from now”hesayscheckinghiswatch.

“Ohk,Ineedashower,pleaseorderus

somebreakfastwhileyouareatit.Iam

famished”Isaywalkingtothebathroom.

ItakeaquickshowerandIswearthat’s

justwhatthedoctorordered,mybody

sureneededthisaftertheroughnightI

had.

IwalkbacktofindSimononthephone.I

assumeheistalkingtohiswifebecause

heisallsoftandhumbleandheisall

aboutsmiles.Mxm pussywhippedass.I

searchthroughabagthathebrought

withhim andpulloutapairofbluejeans,



bluegolfshirtandwhitesnickers.Simon

knowsmytasteverywellthatwhyItrust

him toorganizethingsforme.“Mfwethu,

yourtoysareoverthere”hesays

pointinghisfingeratalargeboxnextto

thetable.Thestuffmusthavearrived

whenIwasstillintheshower.“Wow

finally,nowIcanstartworking”Isay

withasmileonmyface.Iopenthebox

andtakeoutthelaptop,cellphoneand

somediscsthatareinthebox.Ipluckin

thelaptopandswitchiton.Iam busy

installingsomesoftwareandcoding.

Youshouldknowthatcomputersaremy

specialty.Icaneasilyhackintoany

system Iwantto.iam thatgood,evenif

Isaysomyself.



“Areyousureyoustillknowwhatyou

aredoing?”heasksleaninginbehindmy

back.“Ungazongijwayela,thisislike

ridingabicycle,itdoesn’tmatterhow

longyoutakenotriding.Maybeifyou

stopbreathingdownmyneckIwill

finishherefast”Isaywithoutlookingat

him.Hechucklesandwalksaway.Wise

move,Icannoweasilyconcentrateon

whatIam doing.Thereisaknockonthe

door,SyandIlookateachotherbefore

heaskswhoisit?“Room servicesir”a

voicerespondsontheotherside.Ishift

myattentionbacktomycomputer

screenasSyopensthedoorandaccept

thebreakfast.Iam veryhungrybutIam



inthezone,damnImissedmy“toys”.I

am donewithinstallingandcodingafter

twohoursandhalf,Ididnotevenhear

Simonleave.Imusthavebeenreallyin

thezone,it’sagoodthinghe

understandsthatonceIstartworkingI

becomeobliviousofmysurrounding.

Idecidetohackintothecameras

system ofthehoteltotestitoutandboy

itworkslikewonder.Igetupandhelp

myselftothebreakfast,orshouldIsay

whatremainsofit.Simoncaneatthe

wholecowshouldhebegivenachance.

“Didyouwin?”thathowheanswershis

phone.“Whoam I,huh?”“Uyinjandoda,

youaretheman.Letmewrapfew



thingshere,Iwillseeyouinanhour”he

says.“Cool”Ireplybeforehangingup.I

decidetoleavetheplacekhengishaywe

wumoya.Iaskthemanatreceptionto

callmeacabandtotakemetothemall

tobuysomefewthingsbeforeIleave.I

decidedthatIwouldberelocating,there

ishonestlynothingformehereanymore,

justpainfulmemoriesthatIwantto

leavebehind.SimonboughtmesomeIT

companyinLimpopothatwasaboutto

shutdown,Iwanttorebuildmylifefar

from thisplace.

Iknowyouareprobablyaskingyourself

howIendedupinprisonandwhatwasI

sentencedfor.Butthatisastoryfor



anotherday,allyouneedtoknowisthat

Ididnotkill,rapeorstealIwasjustina

wrongplaceatawrongtimewiththe

wrongcrowed.Ihavebeenherefor40

minandIneedtoheadbacktothehotel

beforeSimoncomesback,hedidsayhe

willbethereinanhours’time.Idecide

tocallhim topassbythemallandpick

meup.“Iam onmywaymfwethunguya

fikamanjeao”Ilaugh,thisguyshasno

phonemannersshem.“bengithi

uzongitholangasePavillionao”Isay.

“ohk,ngiyafikake,pleaseorderussome

lunchwhileyouareatit”thisman

doesn’thiswifefeedhim?“Kulungileke,

uzongitholangaseSpur”wesayour

goodbyesandhangup.Iwalkintothe



restaurantandordersomefoodfortwo.

DecidedtogooglePolokwanewhileI

waitforSyandthefood.Ilearnsome

interestingthingsabouttheprovince,I

reallydidnotknowmuchaboutit.Ijust

wanttobefarfrom thisplace.

“bengakwaziukithiubuyile,wereyounot

supposedtospendlike25yearsinside?”

Iknowthatvoice,shebetterleaveme

alonecozIam notinthemoodtodeal

withher.SeewhyIneedtorelocate,my

unpleasantpastiseverywhere.“Phumla

ngikhulumanawe”shesays.Ilookup

andImustsay,sheisstillasbeautiful

aseverbutIbetsheisstillaheatless,

golddiggingwhore.“Zinzi,leaveme



aloneplease.Itcan’tbethatdifficult,

youdiditforthepast4yearssomove

along”Isaylookingatherintheeye.

Shesmirksandrubsherbigbellyand

walksoff,IwonderwhySynevertoldme

thatsheispregnant.Mxm.Itakeadeep

breath,decidestosearchforaplan

ticketonline.Iam leavingassoonas

tomorrow.Simonwillhaveto

understand.Theplanwasformeto

move,afteraweekbutIcan’tbeinthis

placeanymore.Atleastahousehas

alreadybeenboughtformethatside.I

willusetheweektosightseebefore

startingatthecompany
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Rorisang



Ora:“mommymommytsoga,tsoga”

that’sthesoundofmylittleprincess

wakingmeup

Me:“oooohOra5moreminutesplease”

Ipleadwithherrefusingtoopenmy

eyes.

Ora:“Butmommyyoupromisedme

pancakes”shewhinesassheisjumping

upanddownonmybed.Theregoesmy

beautysleep,Iopenmyeyesandsmile

atthisbeautifulgirlwhoisbossingme

around.Ihavetoapologizetomy

motherforallthetimesIbossedher

around,thismustbekarma.

Me:“HappybirthdayprincessOra,



mommylovesyouverymuchandyou

aremylittlesunshine,youbrightenup

mylife”IsayasIpullherforawarm hug

andkissingheralloverherface.She

gigglesandmyheartjumpsforjoy.

“Comelet’swashyourfaceandbrush

yourteethbeforepancakes”.Sherunsto

thebathroom withmebehindher.Wedo

ourbusinessandgotothekitchento

makepancakes.Myphoneringsandby

justlookingatthecallerIDIknowthe

callisnotmeantformebuttheprincess,

Ihandherthephoneandherfacelights

upwhensheseesthecallerID.She

choosestolaughandnotanswerthe

phone,Ilookatheramusedandwonder

whyshedoesn’twanttotalktoThuso.



Me:“whyareyouignoringthephoneOra

don’tyouwanttotalktoTS”Iask.

Ora:“Nomommyhemustwaitonthe

ladybecausealadyisnotalways

availableyouknow”shesayswithsome

attitudeIlookatheramused.Thephone

ringsagainandthistimesheanswer

Ora:“helloTS”.

Thuso:“Happybirthdaymylady,howare

youtoday”?heasks.

Ora:“Iam finebutitcanbebetteryou

know”shesays.

TS:“ooohreally,whatcanIdotomakeit

better”hesays.



Ora:“wellyoucantellmeyouare

attendingmybirthdaypartylateron

today,ImissyouTS”.

Iwalkoutleavingheronthephonetogo

bath.OraandThusohavethemost

beautifulrelationshipever,theyarevery

closeandwhenshewasbornThuso

namedherMelena(meaninglove,grace

andwarmth)apparentlyitoriginates

from Czech.Thusoismybigbrother

andhasalwaysplayedafatherroleto

mydaughter.Hehasadoctoratein

Linguistichencetheloveforforeign

names.HelivesinJohannesburg

becauseofhisworkatWits.Ialso

wonderifhewillbecomingforOra’s



partybutIwouldn’tblamehim ifhecan’t.

Gautengistoofartodrivejusttoattend

achild’s6thbirthdayparty.Weare

havingalittlecelebrationatMike’s

KitchenoutsideMalloftheNorth.We

invitedabout20children,Ora’sfriends

andcousinsofheragegroup.Iwalk

backtothekitchenonlytofindsheis

stillonthephonewithThuso.

Me:“Orayouneedtosaybyenowso

thatwecangogetyourhairdone,Ausi

Keneilweiswaitingforyou”.Shehands

methephoneandrushestothe

bedroom.

Me:“SouncleT,areyoucoming”?Iask

mybrother.



TS:“ofcauseIam coming,Iwouldn’t

missmyprincess’sbirthday”hesays.

Me:“Youwillmakesuchagreatfather

watsebamaraThuso”.

TS:Helaughs“Idon’twantkidsRori,

Melenaisenoughforme”.

Haiyouwillneverwinwiththisone.My

motherhasbeenbegginghim tobring

homeamakotibuthesaysnotanytime

soon.SometimesIthinkthese

academicsjustsucksinlovecozthey

spendmostoftheirtimeswiththeir

books.OraandIleavethehouseto

Keneilwe’shouse3streetsawaytoget

herhairdone.Idropheroffandcallmy



dadtodrivemetocollectthecakeat

MadibaPark.

Fewhourslaterweareofftotownand

theprincessissulkingbecauseTSis

nothereyetandhisphoneison

voicemail.Myfatherdropsusoffand

remindsmetocallhim anhourbefore

sothathecanpickusup.Wewalkinto

thevenueandmyOrajumpsupand

downwithhappinesswhensheseesthe

decorationwiththeDocMcstuffins

themeandCake.Mydaughterbathong,

shewantstobeaDoctorwhenshe

growsup,notjustanydoctor“adoctor

whohealsanimals”asshealwayssays.

Childrenstartsarrivingatthevenueand

thepartybegins.Iam sittingwithmy



friendMphoatthebacksupervisingthe

kids.Weaskedtheparentstodropoff

thekidsandpickthem upat16:30.An

hourintothepartyThusowalksinwitha

biggestpresentinhishands,Oraspots

heruncleandrunstohim.Ishedatear

becauseIam gratefulformybrotherfor

alwaysbeingthereformylittleprincess.

Shehasneverfeltthatshedoesn’thave

afather.

Mymindwondersoffto9yearsago

whenImeetOra’sfather.Hewaswhat

wewouldconsiderabeautifulblack

man,hewaswellbuiltashewasinto

soccerandgym anddarkincomplexion,

nottoodarkbutacceptabledark.Iused



tocallhim myblackcoffee.Wewere

sooinloveandIwassurehewasmy

forever.ImeetThapeloKgalemawhenI

wasdoingmyfirstyearattheUniversity

ofJohannesburg.Itwasthe3rddayof

orientationandhewasanusher.He

introducedhimselfatlunchtimeand

askedwhyIwassittingalone.

Me:“wellIam sortofaloner”

Thapelo:“ooohsoam I,howaboutwe

becomelonerstogether?”hesaidwitha

beautifulsmile.

Wesattogetheruntillunchwasdone

andheofferedtowalkmetomyroom

attheendoftheday.Afterorientation



heaskedmetowaitatleast30minutes

forhim astheyonlyknockedoff30min

aftertheprogrammewasdone.Iwaited

andheaccompaniedmetomyroom,I

wasstayingoffcampusandhewas

stayingoncampus.Webecameclose

friendsandlaterstartedtodate.Iwas

studyingtowardsBusiness

administrationandhewasdoinghis

secondyearineducation.Ireally

thoughtThapelowastheone,he

promisedmeheavenandearthbutI

guessIwasafoolinlovebecauseIfell

forallhischarm.Forthenextthree

yearsatvarsityIlivedmylifeforhim,we

movedintogetherwhenIwasdoingmy

secondyearwhilemakingsurethatour



parentsneverfindsout.Wewereboth

farfrom home,hecamefrom Taungin

NorthWestandIcamefrom Seshegoin

Limpopoandmyparentneverpoliced

mebecauseIwasagoodstraightA

child.Iplannedmylifeandfuture

aroundThapelobecauseIwas

convincedhewasmyforever.LittledidI

knowthathedidnotfeelthesame.We

werestillhappyinourlittlebubble3

yearslaterwhenIfellpregnant.Thapelo

wasdoinghisfourthyearandIwas

doingwasmy3rd.Wewereallinour

finalyearandlookingforwardtoour

futuretogether.

AfterfindingoutIwaspregnantIrushed



toourlittlelovenestandcookedhis

favoritemeal.NotthatIwashappy

beingpregnantbutabortionwasnotan

optionasitgoesagainstmybelief.Iam

notaChristianbutIwouldn’twanttokill

aninnocentsoilandIthoughtsince

ThapeloandIaredeeplyinlovewe

wouldmakeitwork.Thapelowasbusy

withhispracticalsataschoolinTaung

butmadesurehewouldcomeback

everyFriday.Icalledtocheckhowfarhe

wasandheassuredmethathewillbe

homesoon.

AfterfewhourshearrivedandIwas

donecooking,weateoveralight

conversationwithmelaughingatthe



storieshesharedabouthisstudents

andotherstaffmembers.Thiswasmy

safeheaven,eatingandlaughingwith

theloveofmylife.Wemadeloveinthe

mostpassionatewayassuringeach

otherhowmuchwelovedoneanother.

AswewerecuddlinginbedIpulledthe

pregnancytestandhandeditoverto

Thapelo.

Thapelo:“whatisthis?”heaskedwitha

frownonhisface.

Me:“it’sapregnancytestlove,wenow

knowwhyIhavebeensickthispastfew

weeks”.Ilookedathim puzzledashe

laughedandshookhisheadlikeIwas

justjoking.



Thapelo:“areyoutryingtotrapme

becauseIam abouttostartworking?”

What?WhywouldIwanttotraphim?I

didnotplantofallpregnantandIam not

surewhathemeansaboutmetrapping

him.Hehasalwaysgavemethe

impressionthatwewillbetogether

forever,whywouldItraphim?

Me:“Iam nottryingtotrapyouThapelo”

Isaidwithtearsrunningdownmy

cheeks.

Thapelo:“finethenyouwillnothavean

issueterminatingthatpregnancy,

becauseIam notreadytobetieddown.

Istillwanttolivealittleandexperience



theworldoutthere.Iwilltakeyoutoa

Drfirstthinginthemorning”hesaidand

kissedmyforehead.

Me:“Iam keepingthebabyThapelo,I

wouldnotkillmychild”.

Thapelo:“reallynow?Ohkfine,be

preparedtodothisonyourown.LikeI

saidIam notreadytodothiswithyou

Rorisang”hesaidandturntolookthe

otherway.

Icriedmyselftosleepthatnightpraying

thathewouldwakeupwithachangeof

heart.Iwokeupinthemorningaround8

andThapelowasnotsleepingnextme.I

foundanenvelopeonthetablewith

R2000andanotethatsaidIshouldgo

terminateifIstillwantedhim inmylife.I



calledhim.

Thapelo:“hiRori,haveyoudecided?”

That’showheansweredhisphone.

Wow,Iam Rorinow,notmyloveorbaby

likehealwayscalledme.Ifeltsocheap,

IfeltlikeIhaven’tknownthispersonfor

thepast3years.

Me:“IdecidedtokeepthebabyThapelo,

Icannotsubjectbyselftoanabortion

andIwouldneverforgivemyself”Isaid

inbetweenthesobbing.

Thapelo:“finethenpleasepackupmy

thingsIwilltakethem onmywayto

home,Iam sorrywecan’tmakeus

work”withthatsaidhehangedthe



phone.

What?IsthismyThapelo?Whatisreally

goingonhere?

Hereallyleftandtookallhisclothes,

justlikethata3yearrelationshipcame

toanend.Icriedmyselftosleepforthe

next3weekswithnowordfrom Thapelo,

untilIwokeupatahospital.Apparently

myneighborbecomeworriedafternot

seeingmefor2daysandaskedmy

landlordtoopenupmyroom.Iwas

foundunconsciousandIwasrushedto

thehospital.Myparentswecalledand

mydadwasverydisappointedinme.I

hadtodropmystudiesandmoveback

homesothatmymothercantakecare

ofmeasIwasdepressed.Icouldn’t



finishmystudiesthatyearandchoseto

stayhomethefollowingyear.Igave

birthtoabeautifulbabygirlinJuly2012,

namedOratilweMelenaMokoena.When

Orawas4yearsoldIdecidedtofinish

myoutstandingsubjectswithUnisa,

thankstoThusowhosetmedownand

paintedascarypictureofwhatmylife

wouldbewithouteducation.Iwentback

andfinishedwithmyqualification.Iwas

busywithmyInternshiplastyearandI

am veryhappywithmylifeandmylittle

angel.

Ora:“mommylookwhatTSgotforme”

shesaystappingmyshoulderbringing

backfrom mythought.



Me:“wowOrathisissoobeautiful,now

youcanstartpracticingyourskillsmy

youngdoctor”

Thusogotheralearningresources

pretendplaypetvethospitalset.Ismile

atherandthenturntomybotherwitha

smile.

TS:okareokgolekamenaganoso(why

doesitseem likeyourmindisfar)he

sayspullingmeinforahug.

Me:“Iam justtiredit’sbeenalongweek

planningthisdiva’sparty”

TS:“welleverythinglooksperfectand

sheisaveryhappychild,shemakesall

ofushappy”hesayswithabeautiful

smileonhisface.Thereisnowayyou



canmissthelovehehasforthischildin

hiseyes.

Wesitandwatchthekidsenjoythe

partyuntilparentcollecttheirkidsone

byone,thenwemakeourwayhome.It

hasbeenalongdayreallyandweareall

justtired.Wegethome,baththe

princess,takeaquickshowerandoffto

bed.

MynameisRorisangMokwenaandIam

26yearsold,Ihavea6yearold

daughter,2brothersandstillliveswith

myparents.
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Ora:“mommymommytsoga,tsoga”

that’sthesoundofmylittleprincess

wakingmeup

Me:“oooohOra5moreminutesplease”

Ipleadwithherrefusingtoopenmy

eyes.

Ora:“Butmommyyoupromisedme

pancakes”shewhinesassheisjumping

upanddownonmybed.Theregoesmy

beautysleep,Iopenmyeyesandsmile

atthisbeautifulgirlwhoisbossingme

around.Ihavetoapologizetomy

motherforallthetimesIbossedher

around,thismustbekarma.

Me:“HappybirthdayprincessOra,



mommylovesyouverymuchandyou

aremylittlesunshine,youbrightenup

mylife”IsayasIpullherforawarm hug

andkissingheralloverherface.She

gigglesandmyheartjumpsforjoy.

“Comelet’swashyourfaceandbrush

yourteethbeforepancakes”.Sherunsto

thebathroom withmebehindher.Wedo

ourbusinessandgotothekitchento

makepancakes.Myphoneringsandby

justlookingatthecallerIDIknowthe

callisnotmeantformebuttheprincess,

Ihandherthephoneandherfacelights

upwhensheseesthecallerID.She

choosestolaughandnotanswerthe

phone,Ilookatheramusedandwonder

whyshedoesn’twanttotalktoThuso.



Me:“whyareyouignoringthephoneOra

don’tyouwanttotalktoTS”Iask.

Ora:“Nomommyhemustwaitonthe

ladybecausealadyisnotalways

availableyouknow”shesayswithsome

attitudeIlookatheramused.Thephone

ringsagainandthistimesheanswer

Ora:“helloTS”.

Thuso:“Happybirthdaymylady,howare

youtoday”?heasks.

Ora:“Iam finebutitcanbebetteryou

know”shesays.

TS:“ooohreally,whatcanIdotomakeit

better”hesays.



Ora:“wellyoucantellmeyouare

attendingmybirthdaypartylateron

today,ImissyouTS”.

Iwalkoutleavingheronthephonetogo

bath.OraandThusohavethemost

beautifulrelationshipever,theyarevery

closeandwhenshewasbornThuso

namedherMelena(meaninglove,grace

andwarmth)apparentlyitoriginates

from Czech.Thusoismybigbrother

andhasalwaysplayedafatherroleto

mydaughter.Hehasadoctoratein

Linguistichencetheloveforforeign

names.HelivesinJohannesburg

becauseofhisworkatWits.Ialso

wonderifhewillbecomingforOra’s



partybutIwouldn’tblamehim ifhecan’t.

Gautengistoofartodrivejusttoattend

achild’s6thbirthdayparty.Weare

havingalittlecelebrationatMike’s

KitchenoutsideMalloftheNorth.We

invitedabout20children,Ora’sfriends

andcousinsofheragegroup.Iwalk

backtothekitchenonlytofindsheis

stillonthephonewithThuso.

Me:“Orayouneedtosaybyenowso

thatwecangogetyourhairdone,Ausi

Keneilweiswaitingforyou”.Shehands

methephoneandrushestothe

bedroom.

Me:“SouncleT,areyoucoming”?Iask

mybrother.



TS:“ofcauseIam coming,Iwouldn’t

missmyprincess’sbirthday”hesays.

Me:“Youwillmakesuchagreatfather

watsebamaraThuso”.

TS:Helaughs“Idon’twantkidsRori,

Melenaisenoughforme”.

Haiyouwillneverwinwiththisone.My

motherhasbeenbegginghim tobring

homeamakotibuthesaysnotanytime

soon.SometimesIthinkthese

academicsjustsucksinlovecozthey

spendmostoftheirtimeswiththeir

books.OraandIleavethehouseto

Keneilwe’shouse3streetsawaytoget

herhairdone.Idropheroffandcallmy



dadtodrivemetocollectthecakeat

MadibaPark.

Fewhourslaterweareofftotownand

theprincessissulkingbecauseTSis

nothereyetandhisphoneison

voicemail.Myfatherdropsusoffand

remindsmetocallhim anhourbefore

sothathecanpickusup.Wewalkinto

thevenueandmyOrajumpsupand

downwithhappinesswhensheseesthe

decorationwiththeDocMcstuffins

themeandCake.Mydaughterbathong,

shewantstobeaDoctorwhenshe

growsup,notjustanydoctor“adoctor

whohealsanimals”asshealwayssays.

Childrenstartsarrivingatthevenueand

thepartybegins.Iam sittingwithmy



friendMphoatthebacksupervisingthe

kids.Weaskedtheparentstodropoff

thekidsandpickthem upat16:30.An

hourintothepartyThusowalksinwitha

biggestpresentinhishands,Oraspots

heruncleandrunstohim.Ishedatear

becauseIam gratefulformybrotherfor

alwaysbeingthereformylittleprincess.

Shehasneverfeltthatshedoesn’thave

afather.

Mymindwondersoffto9yearsago

whenImeetOra’sfather.Hewaswhat

wewouldconsiderabeautifulblack

man,hewaswellbuiltashewasinto

soccerandgym anddarkincomplexion,

nottoodarkbutacceptabledark.Iused



tocallhim myblackcoffee.Wewere

sooinloveandIwassurehewasmy

forever.ImeetThapeloKgalemawhenI

wasdoingmyfirstyearattheUniversity

ofJohannesburg.Itwasthe3rddayof

orientationandhewasanusher.He

introducedhimselfatlunchtimeand

askedwhyIwassittingalone.

Me:“wellIam sortofaloner”

Thapelo:“ooohsoam I,howaboutwe

becomelonerstogether?”hesaidwitha

beautifulsmile.

Wesattogetheruntillunchwasdone

andheofferedtowalkmetomyroom

attheendoftheday.Afterorientation



heaskedmetowaitatleast30minutes

forhim astheyonlyknockedoff30min

aftertheprogrammewasdone.Iwaited

andheaccompaniedmetomyroom,I

wasstayingoffcampusandhewas

stayingoncampus.Webecameclose

friendsandlaterstartedtodate.Iwas

studyingtowardsBusiness

administrationandhewasdoinghis

secondyearineducation.Ireally

thoughtThapelowastheone,he

promisedmeheavenandearthbutI

guessIwasafoolinlovebecauseIfell

forallhischarm.Forthenextthree

yearsatvarsityIlivedmylifeforhim,we

movedintogetherwhenIwasdoingmy

secondyearwhilemakingsurethatour



parentsneverfindsout.Wewereboth

farfrom home,hecamefrom Taungin

NorthWestandIcamefrom Seshegoin

Limpopoandmyparentneverpoliced

mebecauseIwasagoodstraightA

child.Iplannedmylifeandfuture

aroundThapelobecauseIwas

convincedhewasmyforever.LittledidI

knowthathedidnotfeelthesame.We

werestillhappyinourlittlebubble3

yearslaterwhenIfellpregnant.Thapelo

wasdoinghisfourthyearandIwas

doingwasmy3rd.Wewereallinour

finalyearandlookingforwardtoour

futuretogether.

AfterfindingoutIwaspregnantIrushed



toourlittlelovenestandcookedhis

favoritemeal.NotthatIwashappy

beingpregnantbutabortionwasnotan

optionasitgoesagainstmybelief.Iam

notaChristianbutIwouldn’twanttokill

aninnocentsoilandIthoughtsince

ThapeloandIaredeeplyinlovewe

wouldmakeitwork.Thapelowasbusy

withhispracticalsataschoolinTaung

butmadesurehewouldcomeback

everyFriday.Icalledtocheckhowfarhe

wasandheassuredmethathewillbe

homesoon.

AfterfewhourshearrivedandIwas

donecooking,weateoveralight

conversationwithmelaughingatthe



storieshesharedabouthisstudents

andotherstaffmembers.Thiswasmy

safeheaven,eatingandlaughingwith

theloveofmylife.Wemadeloveinthe

mostpassionatewayassuringeach

otherhowmuchwelovedoneanother.

AswewerecuddlinginbedIpulledthe

pregnancytestandhandeditoverto

Thapelo.

Thapelo:“whatisthis?”heaskedwitha

frownonhisface.

Me:“it’sapregnancytestlove,wenow

knowwhyIhavebeensickthispastfew

weeks”.Ilookedathim puzzledashe

laughedandshookhisheadlikeIwas

justjoking.



Thapelo:“areyoutryingtotrapme

becauseIam abouttostartworking?”

What?WhywouldIwanttotraphim?I

didnotplantofallpregnantandIam not

surewhathemeansaboutmetrapping

him.Hehasalwaysgavemethe

impressionthatwewillbetogether

forever,whywouldItraphim?

Me:“Iam nottryingtotrapyouThapelo”

Isaidwithtearsrunningdownmy

cheeks.

Thapelo:“finethenyouwillnothavean

issueterminatingthatpregnancy,

becauseIam notreadytobetieddown.

Istillwanttolivealittleandexperience



theworldoutthere.Iwilltakeyoutoa

Drfirstthinginthemorning”hesaidand

kissedmyforehead.

Me:“Iam keepingthebabyThapelo,I

wouldnotkillmychild”.

Thapelo:“reallynow?Ohkfine,be

preparedtodothisonyourown.LikeI

saidIam notreadytodothiswithyou

Rorisang”hesaidandturntolookthe

otherway.

Icriedmyselftosleepthatnightpraying

thathewouldwakeupwithachangeof

heart.Iwokeupinthemorningaround8

andThapelowasnotsleepingnextme.I

foundanenvelopeonthetablewith

R2000andanotethatsaidIshouldgo

terminateifIstillwantedhim inmylife.I



calledhim.

Thapelo:“hiRori,haveyoudecided?”

That’showheansweredhisphone.

Wow,Iam Rorinow,notmyloveorbaby

likehealwayscalledme.Ifeltsocheap,

IfeltlikeIhaven’tknownthispersonfor

thepast3years.

Me:“IdecidedtokeepthebabyThapelo,

Icannotsubjectbyselftoanabortion

andIwouldneverforgivemyself”Isaid

inbetweenthesobbing.

Thapelo:“finethenpleasepackupmy

thingsIwilltakethem onmywayto

home,Iam sorrywecan’tmakeus

work”withthatsaidhehangedthe



phone.

What?IsthismyThapelo?Whatisreally

goingonhere?

Hereallyleftandtookallhisclothes,

justlikethata3yearrelationshipcame

toanend.Icriedmyselftosleepforthe

next3weekswithnowordfrom Thapelo,

untilIwokeupatahospital.Apparently

myneighborbecomeworriedafternot

seeingmefor2daysandaskedmy

landlordtoopenupmyroom.Iwas

foundunconsciousandIwasrushedto

thehospital.Myparentswecalledand

mydadwasverydisappointedinme.I

hadtodropmystudiesandmoveback

homesothatmymothercantakecare

ofmeasIwasdepressed.Icouldn’t



finishmystudiesthatyearandchoseto

stayhomethefollowingyear.Igave

birthtoabeautifulbabygirlinJuly2012,

namedOratilweMelenaMokoena.When

Orawas4yearsoldIdecidedtofinish

myoutstandingsubjectswithUnisa,

thankstoThusowhosetmedownand

paintedascarypictureofwhatmylife

wouldbewithouteducation.Iwentback

andfinishedwithmyqualification.Iwas

busywithmyInternshiplastyearandI

am veryhappywithmylifeandmylittle

angel.

Ora:“mommylookwhatTSgotforme”

shesaystappingmyshoulderbringing

backfrom mythought.



Me:“wowOrathisissoobeautiful,now

youcanstartpracticingyourskillsmy

youngdoctor”

Thusogotheralearningresources

pretendplaypetvethospitalset.Ismile

atherandthenturntomybotherwitha

smile.

TS:okareokgolekamenaganoso(why

doesitseem likeyourmindisfar)he

sayspullingmeinforahug.

Me:“Iam justtiredit’sbeenalongweek

planningthisdiva’sparty”

TS:“welleverythinglooksperfectand

sheisaveryhappychild,shemakesall

ofushappy”hesayswithabeautiful

smileonhisface.Thereisnowayyou



canmissthelovehehasforthischildin

hiseyes.

Wesitandwatchthekidsenjoythe

partyuntilparentcollecttheirkidsone

byone,thenwemakeourwayhome.It

hasbeenalongdayreallyandweareall

justtired.Wegethome,baththe

princess,takeaquickshowerandoffto

bed.

MynameisRorisangMokwenaandIam

26yearsold,Ihavea6yearold

daughter,2brothersandstillliveswith

myparents.

[05/04,13:44] :Insert4



It’sbeenaweeksinceOra’sbirthday

partyandtodayIam startinganew

chapterinmylife.It’sMondaythe1stof

AugustandIam startingmyfirstdayat

work.Itreallyhasnotbeeneasyforme

gettinghere.Mylifeplansandgoals

changedafterOrawasconceivedbutI

havenoregretsreally.Icannotimagine

mylifewithouther,sheismylifeandI

liveforher.

Me:“Nana,tsoga,youhavetogetready

forschool”

Ora:“aowamommy,Idon’twanttogo

toschooltodaypleaseitscold”the

dramaqueencriesout.



Me:“youhavetogotoschoolOra,don’t

youwanttobeaDrlikeTS”Isaypulling

offtheblanket.

Ora:shegiggle“nomommyTSisnota

realDr.Hejusthasthetittlebuthe

cannothealanyone”.SmartypantsMxm.

ME:“ohkhowwillyouhealanimalsif

youdon’twanttogotoschool?”

Ora:“ohkmommy,Iwillgotoschool”.

Wewalktothebathroom andtakea

bathandgetdressedinourroom.Ipack

alunchboxforbothofus,theparents

areonaholiday,itmustbeniceowning

abusinesswatseba.IaccompanyOra

tothegatetowaitforhertransportandI

takeataxitotown.



IgettoworkandIam welcomedwarmly

andIalreadyfeelathome,Imake

friendswithThalithaandTebogo.

Tebogohasbeenherefor2yearsnow

andThalithaisherfirstdayaswellbut

sheisinthecommunicationdivision.

Wemakeourwaytolibrarygardensfor

lunchafterthetwoladiesconvincedme

toabandonmylunchboxbecausewe

needtocelebrateourentranceintothe

workingspace,mxm pushovers.They

seem likeniceladiesandIenjoytheir

company.

Thalitha:“Roridoyouknowthatguyina

navybluesuite?”sheaskpointingher



middlefingeratme

TebogoandIlookovertoseewhoshe

istalkingabout.

Me:No,Idon’t,whydoyouask?

Thali:wellubrotherhasbeeneyingyou

sincewesethere.

Tebogo:“areyousurehehasbeen

staringather?”

Thali:“keresincewewalkinhere”

Me:“youmustbemistaken,Iam surehe

isnoteyingme,cozIhaveneverseen

him beforeinmylife”

Tebogo:“Hai,Thali,howcanyoutellhe

islookingathersinceheislookingat

ourdirectionhecouldbelookingatany



ofusyouknow”

Yoohaithebrotherhasreallybeen

staringatmeandthatmakesme

uncomfortable,Iwonderifhethinkshe

knowsmefrom somewhere.Well,I

choosetoignorehim andcontinue

talkingandlaughingwithThalithaand

Tebogo,thesetwoarereallyfunnyandI

enjoytheircompany.Wewalkbackto

theofficeatexactly13:50andIbury

myselfinwork.Beinganewemployeeis

reallynoteasyespeciallyinourdivision

becauseyoumustknowthecompanyin

andoutandfamiliarizeyourselfwithall

that’sneedtobeknownaboutthe

business.Howelsewouldyoubeagood



businessanalystifyouarelacking

knowledgeofthebusinessitself?

Thali:“Mogirl,nnaIam offnow,Iwill

seeyoutomorrowneh”

Me:Ilookatthetimeandrealizeits

16:30alreadyandIstartparkingmy

thing“ohkThali,safetrip”

Thali:“don’tyouwantmetodropyouoff

attheTaxirank?”

Me:“nothankyou,Iwanttopassbythe

storetogetfewthings,maybenext

time”

Thali:“ohkbye,moreisnogadag

(tomorrow)”



Isaymygoodbyesandmakemyway

totheShopriteforfewthingsandthen

tothetaxis.Iarrivehomeandfindmy

bundleofjoyplayingDrwithhervet

hospitalsetfrom Thuso.Istandbythe

doorlookingatherandsmilingto

myself.Ican’timaginemylifewithout

herreally.

Ora:“himommyhowwasyourfirstday

atwork?Didyoumakenewfriends?And

doyouhaveabigofficelikeTS?”she

sayswithtoomuchexcitement

Me:“mydaywasgoodprincess,Ijust

missedyou.Ididmakenewfriendbut

myofficeisnotbigatall,comegive

mommyahug”



ShecomesrunningandIpickherupand

kissherandholdontoherforatight

hug.

Ora:“ooooomommythat’stootight,I

can’tbreathe.”

Me:“sorrybaby,whereisauntsophy”

Ora:“SheisatthebackfeedingPapa’s

dogs”

Me:“Papa’sdogs,Ithoughttheywere

yourdogs?”Iaskalittleconfused

Ora:“Idisownedthem mommy,because

theytoremyfavoriteshoes,Iloved

thoseshoesmommyIreallydid”

Me:“ooohIdidn’tknow”Isaythis

shakingmyheadwalkingtomy

bedroom.



MyOracanreallybedramaticshem.

ShehasthisstronglovesforanimalsI

don’tevenunderstandwhereitcomes

from.Whenshewas5shecriedformy

dadtobuyherpuppiesandpromisedto

lookafterthem,justbecausehecan’t

saynotoher,shegotherpuppies.My

dadspoilsOrarotten,shegets

everythingthatshewants.Shecallsmy

dadPapaandcallsmymothermama

whileIam mommy.Iwalktothebackto

letAuntSophyknowthatIam backand

shecanleave.Sheisourhouse

executiveandhasbeenworkingformy

parentsforaslongasIcanremember.

Sheismoreofafamilythanahelper.



Ora:mommycanIpleaseborrowyour

phone?

Me:whybaby?

Ora:IwanttocallTP,it’shisbirthday

today

OooohflipIforgotmyownlittle

brother’sbirthdayandIam remindedby

a6yearold.Itakeoutmyphonenvideo

callTshepang.

TP:finallymyonlysisterandniececalls

Hesayswithasmile

Ora:happybirthmalome(shesays

blowingkissesathim)

Me:happybirthdaylittlebro



TP:Mygifthasn’tarrivedyet,Itakeit

willbeaslateasthecallthatIam

getting,IknowCapeTownisfarsoI

takeitsstillonitsway

YoonowIseewhereOragetsher

dramaticsfrom,aowabannaTshepang.

Ora:Giggling“Idrewabeautifulcardfor

youandplaceditinyourroom TP”

TP:thankyoumyprincessIknowyou

wouldneverdisappoint.

Me:Iwilltransferyoumoneybbybro

andyoucanbuywhateveryouwantfor

yourselfneh?

TP:wellyouareworkingnowsoplease

makethosezerosworthmywhile.

Me:IwillseewhatIcando.Sohoware



youcelebrating?

TP:nothinginterestinggoingtodinner

withyourmom anddad.Youknowthe

wholeideaofstudyingsofarfrom home

wastogetawayfrom them,buthere

theyare.

Welaughandcontinuetalkingto

Tshepangforawhile.

Tshepangismylittlebrotherandheis

doinghisfirstyearatUCT.Myparents

onlyhave3kids,Thusobeingafirst

born,mebeingasecondbornand

Tshepangthelast.AfterthecallIwalk

tothebathroom topourwaterforthe

princesstobathwhileIcook.Iasked



auntSophynottocookforussincemy

parentsareawayandshecanknockoff

early.WeeatdinnerwhileOratalks

aboutherteacherandfriendsasschool.

Thenweareofftobed.

********somethingforthenight

**********
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Phumlani

Iam sittinghereatNandoshavinglunch

withmyteam tryingtogettoknoweach

othersortofthing,Inoticethisbeautiful

ladysittingwithherfriends.Theyare

talkinganddon’tevennoticemelooking,



yoohersmilene.Ican’thelpbutstare.

ShecaptivatemyheartinstantlyandI

wanttogettoknowher.Sheisneither

lightnordarkincomplexion.Shelooks

likesheisinhermid-twenties,tinywaist

andcarvestodiefor.Shehadno

makeupbutstilllookedbeautifulwith

herflawlessskin.Shehassmalllipsthat

formsabeautifulshapewhenshe

smiles.Shehadthicklongdreadlocks

thatshetiedattheback.Shelooksso

perfectwithhernaturallook,arealPedi

queenImustsay.Iwonderifsheisas

innocentasshelooks,mmmmm Iwould

liketoexploreeveryinchofher.Iclose

myeyesandtrytoimagineherinmy

arms,thethingsIwoulddotoherand



thesoundshewouldmakescreaming

myname.

Kwena:“Zungu?”

Me:“mmmm?”

Kwena:“whatdoyouthink?”

Me:“aboutwhat?”

Therestoftheteam laughs

Puseletso:“wewerethinkingthatmaybe

wecangetaraise”

Me:“whywouldwedothat?The

companywasonthevergeofclosing

downandweareonlytryingtobuildit

upandyoupeoplealreadywantaraise”



Theyalllaughatme,kantewhatdidI

miss?

Kwena:“sheispullingyourleg,weare

suggestingthatwecallitadaysothe

tomorrowwecancomebackfresh”

Me:“Idon’tseeaproblem withthat.

ThankyouverymuchguysIhopeyou

andIwillworkwelltogether,becauseI

wanttotakethiscompanytogreater

heightsandifweallputintheworkwe

willallshareinthepieceofthepie.”

TheyallclaptheirhandsandIlookover

atthetableshewassittingandtheyhad

left.Mxm,IwonderifIwillseeheragain,

canGodpleasemakeitsooner.Wecall

forthewaitertobringthebillsothatwe

canleave.



Kwena:“youcanleaveguyslunchwas

onme,soIwillpaywhenthebillgets

here”

Theylaughastheystandingup,Iam

justshakingmyheadcozweallknow

thatheisusingthebusinesscreditcard

topayoffthebillnothisownmoney.

Kwenaismybusinesspartner,heisthe

founderoftheITCompanySyandI

boughtinto.Apparentlythecompany

wasdoinggreatuntilhisaccounted

robbedhim closeto80%ofthefundsin

thebusinessaccount.

Kwena:“soZunguwhereisyourmind

off”



Me:“whatdoyoumean”Isaysmiling

andshakingmyhead.

Kwena:“it’slikeyouweredaydreaming

fewminutesagobro,youdidnoteven

hearwhatweweresaying”

Me:“Iam sorryaboutthatman,Idon’t

knowwhathappened”

Kwena:“aslongasyousayyouareohk

man,sowheretofrom here?”

Me:“Iwillgototheofficetocollectfew

filesandgohome”

Kwena:“haiyoushouldstoptakingfiles

homeandoverworkingyourself?Gape

youmakemelooklikeabadpartner

yoo”



Me:“BonaIreallydon’tmind,gohome

earlytodayandspendtimewithyour

family.Someofusaremarriedtoour

jobs”Isaythatlaughing.

Kwena:“maybemywifeshouldsetyou

upwithoneofherfriends”

Me:“nothankyoubrongiright”Isay

gettingup.

Wewalkedtotheoffice,assoonaswe

arriveIwentinsidetocollectsomefiles

whileKwenagoesstraighttothe

parkinglottocollecthiscar.Iwasjust

standingbythewindowlookingoutside

whenIsawheragain.Shewaswalking

outofanofficebuildingoppositeours

withsomeguy.Theywerelaughingand

hewasjusttoofriendlywithher,Ijust



feltabitjealouslookingattheir

interaction.Ismiledwhenhegotintohis

carandshewalkoff,Iwonderwhere

sheparkedormaybeifsheiswalkingto

aboyfriendwaitingforhersomewhere.I

reallyhopenot.Ipackmystuffandwalk

totheparkinglot,getintomycarand

drivetomylonelyhouse.Iwalktothe

studythinkingaboutmyPediqueen,my

soulmate.Ithinkloveatfirstsightjust

dealtmeanumber.

(Thefollowingday)

Lastnightwasjustreallybad;Icouldn’t

evensleep.Mymindwasalloverthe

placeandnothingIdidtomakeme

sleepworked.Ieventrieddrinking



chamomileteaIboughtwhiledoing

somegroceriescozIhadtrouble

sleepingthefirstweekImovedheresoI

thoughtitwouldhelp.Mxm myexZinzi

alwaysclaimeditmadeherfallasleep

asshewashavinginsomniaduetothe

factthatshewaspregnant,onlytofind

outshewaslying.Ireallylovedher,but

aweekaftermysentencingshecame

uptomeandtoldmeitisoverbetween

usandshewasneverpregnant.Iwas

heartbrokenreally.Goodthingwewere

separatedbybars,Iwouldhavekilled

herinaheartbeat.Enoughaboutmysad

songletmetakeaquickshowerbeforeI

getlateforworkplusIhaveanearly

appointment.



**************

AsIcrosstherobotnexttoouroffice

andmyeyeswonderaroundbecauseI

can’thelptothinkabouttheladyIsaw

yesterday.ButtheonlypersonIseeis

thegirlshewaswithyesterday.Iquickly

turnmyfacetothesecurityofficerat

ourofficesasIcouldseeshewas

glancingrightbackatme.F**kwhatif

shethinksthatIwaslookingather

yesterday?AnywayIparkmycarand

walkintotheofficeIsmileasIgreetthe

staffandwalkstraightintomyoffice.I

needtoprepareformeetingthatIhave

withacollegethatneedsustodesigna

program forthem whereLecturerscan



interactwithstudentsanduploads

notesandstudentscanlogontosubmit

assignments.Thisisonecontractwe

reallyhopetoget.Itcouldbewhatwe

needtogetthiscompanybackonthe

map.MyphoneringsasIam aboutto

gotocallKwenasothatwecanleave

forthemeeting.

Me:“Sy,ndodayamadoda”

Sy:“EeeeMorwaantshemapjatlamo

Limpopo?”hesayswithafunnyaccent.

Me:“Sy,ungazong’thukauyezwa”

Sy:laughing“HaiPhumlayoumuststart

learningSepediman,uzodlanjani

abantwananingazwaningenkulumo?



Youhavebeentherefor2weeksalready,

everheardofSTL?Youneedtotryit”

Me:“STL?Idon’tevenwanttoknow

ukuthiyinileyo……….”

Kwenawalksintomyofficehittinghis

wristwithafingerindicatingtimeisnot

onourside.

Me:“IhavetogoSy,sezokhulumalater”

Sy:“Gulukilege,callmewhenyouget

homelater.BythewaySTLissexually

transmittedlanguages”hesaybefore

hangingup.Ican’thelpbutlaugh,uSy

uyagulastraight.

Kwena:“weneedtoleavenowifwe

wanttomakeitintime”

Me:“Iam ready,let’sgo”Isaypacking



mylaptopandsomefilesintoacase.
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Rorisang

Ithasbeen2weekssinceIhavebeenat

mynewjobandIam lovingevery

moment.TheonlychallengeIhaveis

thissupervisorofminewhocan’ttake

noforananswer.Theguyhavebeen

persuadingmesincemyfirstdayhere

andreallyIam notinterested.Ihavenot

beenwithanyonesinceThapelosoI

won’tgetbackintothegamewithaco-

worker,Ireallydon’tneedamanto

complicatemyworklifeworseofallmy

boss.Ihavebeenstressfreeforthelast

6yearsandIam notabouttoletmy



guarddownnow.Hemustjustgiveup

beforehemakesmytimehere

uncomfortable.

Theparentsarebackfrom theHoliday

andIam happyaboutthatbecauseI

don’thavetodealwithOra’sdramain

themornings,mymotherhelpsherto

bathanddressupforschooleveryday.I

walkinthekitchenandfindOraeating

brownsoftporridgejustthewaywe

bothlikeit,withadashofvinegar.

Me:“goodmorningprincess,whereis

MamaandPapa”Ileanoverforakiss

ontheforehead.

Ora:“morningmommy,theyareinthe



sittingroom,Papasaidhewantto

watchnews”

Me:“Ohk,pleasefinishup,Iwillwalkyou

tothegate”

Ora:“mommyIcan’ttakethisbreadfor

skhaftin”

Me:“Bothata?”

Ora:“baexpiretodayka08:30andnna

lunchyakaeka12:30.Sotlabebobodile

kalunch”

Huh?,Yoohaithischildistoomuch,

seewhatImeanaboutbeingdramatic.I

giveup.Iam notevengoingtoentertain

her.Iwalkawayfrom herandwalkto

thesittingroom togreattheparent.I



findthem sittingonatwosittercouch,

withmymotherrestingherheadonmy

father’schest,him havinghisarms

wrappedaroundher.After35yearsthey

arestillsoinlove,forgetaboutRomeo

andJuliet,SamsonandDelilahthisright

hereistrueloveandtheirstorydeserves

abook.Toobadnotallofusaremeant

tobefindourtruelove.SinceChristians

believethatawomanwascreatedfrom

aman’sribandthereforeweallhaveour

soulmates,Ibelievemineisinprison

somewhereservingalifesentence.

Me:“Thobelamamalepapa(greetings

mom anddad)”Isaywithasmile

Them:Agee(greetings)



Me:“anythingyouneedfrom towntoday,

OraandIareabouttoleave”

Dad:“Don’tworry,Iwillbetakingyour

mothertotowntodaysowewillget

everything.Whattimedoyouknockoff

sothatwecanwaitforyou?”

Me:“Iknockoffat16:30,butIam going

tothemovieswithThalithanoneedto

waitforme”

Mom:“moviesonTuesday?Whynoton

Fridaywhenyouarenotgoingtowork

thefollowingday?”

Me:“becauseitshalfpriceonTuesday

motherandonFridaysThalitanormally

travelshome”

Mom:“ohk,enjoyyouday,Oracome



givemekiss”shecallsout.Oracomes

sulking,Iguessthisisbecauseofthe

breadissue.

Dad:“Whatiswrongprincess?”

Ora:runningtohim andthrowingherself

inhisarms“Mommyonyakakejedijo

tsagobola”

Whatthehell?thischild.Myparents

givesmeaquestioninglook.Iguess

theywantmetoexplain.Ireallydon’t

havetimeforthis.Thischildistoo

spoiledmannx.Ijustshakemyhead

andwalkaway.Iguessthe

grandparentswillwalkhertothegate

fortransport.



Thetaxiridetoworkisshortandsweet

asalwayswearelisteningtothesound

ofthefreshbreakfastshowonMetrofm.

Igettoworkandgreatthesecuritylady

atthegate.Haisheisfullofsmiles

today.

Me:“ThobelaMmane”(greetingaunty)

Her:“AgeeRorisang,kenaleparcelaya

gagomo”(greetingsRoriIhaveyour

parcelhere)

Whatparcelisshetalkingabout?

Me:“keeng?”(Whatisit?)

Her:“Aretse,tseyaotlateponelayona”

(Idon’tknowtakeyouwillseefor

yourself).Shehandsmeanenvelope.

Ohkwhowoulddropthiswiththe



securityandnotreception?

Me:“Estwagomang?”(Whoisitfrom?)

Her:“goabutiyomongwekamonext

door”shesayspointingatabuilding

oppositeourswithbigletterswrittenMK

ITsolutions.

Me:“kealeboga(Thankyou)”Isay

walkingofftotheoffice

OhkIhavenevernoticedthatIT

solutionssignbeforetodayandwhy

wouldIreceivelettersfrom them?

Alex:“MorningtoyoutooRori”my

annoyingsupervisor

Me:“goodmorningsir,Iam sorryIdid

notseeyouthere”



Alex:“areyouohk?”

Me:“yesIam thanksforaskingsir”Isay

movingtomyoffice,Ineedtositdown

andreadthecontentsofwhateveritis

inthisenvelope.MyphoneringsasI

walkintotheoffice.

Me:“RosirangMokoenaspeakinghello”

Caller:laughing“Chesawenagirl,phone

adequateerengmongwaneng?’

Me:“goodmorningtoyoutooTebogo,

whatcanIdoforyou?”

Tebogo:“Iwantedtocheckifwearestill

onforthemovieslateron?”

Me:“yeswearestillon,Thalithasaidwe

arecatchinga16:50movie”



Tebogo:“Ohknanas,letmegetonwith

myworkIhaveadeadline”

Me:“ohkxap,seeyoulater”

Isitdownandtakeadeepbreathbefore

openingtheenvelope.IfrownwhenI

seewhatthecontentofwhatisinthe

envelope.It’salunchinvitefrom

someonecalledPhumlaniaccompanied

byaspavoucher.GodknowsIneedthe

spatreatmentbutsinceIdon’tknowthe

niggerandIam notabouttogoona

lunchdatewithhim.Ladiesaregetting

kidnappedandkilledalloverthecountry

andthisstrangerwantswetogooutto

lunchwithhim,mxm.Ithrowtheinvite

inthebinwithoutthespavoucher



obviously,andstartwithwhatIam paid

todo.Iam buriedinmyworkwhenI

knockcomesthrough,Thalithawalksin

andthrowherselfonachairnexttomy

table.Icantellshehadareallybusyday.

Thali:“Iwanttoorderlunch,anything

specificthatyouwant?”

Ilookatmywatchandits12:45already,

wheredidthetimeflyto.

Me:“nothankyou,Ihavealunchbox

dearifthebreadisnotstalesince

accordingtomydaughtertheexpiry

dateandtimeistodayat8:30inthe

morning”

Thali:“hhhh?”



Me:“Iknowright?Ididnotunderstandit

either.Iwonderwhotaughthertocheck

theexpirydate”Isaybeforenarrating

theeventsofthismorning.Sheis

laughingsohardsheisevencrying.I

Thali:“ohkletmeorderkfcareyousure

youwillbefinewithyourrottenbread”

shesayslaughing.

Iwillnotanswerthatmxm,shethinks

sheisfunny.

Mylandlineringsbeforeshecanuseit

tocallKFCtoplaceanorder

Me:“Hello”

Caller:“GooddaymissMokoena,Iam

stillwaitingforyourreplyregarding



lunch”

Me:“Sorry,whoam Italkingto?”

Caller:“noPhumlani,pleasetellmeyou

receivedmyinvitefrom thesecurityat

thegate”

Me:“oohthatinvite,Ireceiveditbutin

willnotbejoiningyousir”

Phumlani:“ooohcanIaskwhynot?”

Me:“notthatIoweyouanyexplanation

butIdon’tgooutwithstrangers”

Thalitaisbusylookingatmewith

curiouseyesandraisedeyebrows.

Phumlani:“Aouchyouwoundme,what

canIdotomakesurethatwemove

beyondbeingstrangers”hesounds



dramaticshem.

Me:“nothingreallysir”

Phumlani:“ohkifMohamedcannotgo

tothemountain,themountainwillhave

tocometoMohamed,anypreference?”

whateverthatmeans

Me:“abutibona,IsaidIam not

interested”

Phumlani:“MissMokoenaIdidnotget

tobewhereIam bytakingnoasan

answeratfirstresponse.Iwillseeyouin

fewminutes”

Mxm,Ihangoffthephoneandshake

myhead.



Thali:“now?”

Me:“someguyinvitedmeforlunchand

hedoesn’twanttotakenoforanswer”

Thali:“ooowthatawenagirl,isheat

leasthot?”

Me:“that’sthethingIdon’tevenknow

him,Idon’tknowwhathelookslike,he

justleftaninvitewithaspavoucherwith

thesecuritylady.Apparentlyheworksat

theITsolutionsnextdoor”

Thali:“mmmm brothersomotechno

savvy”

Me:“Mxm,Idon’thavetimetoentertain

him.Areyoustillorderingfood?”

Thali:“Haiitslateletwalktothe

cafeteriaandseewhatIcangetthere.



Grabyourexpiredlunchboxandwewill

sitatcafeteriaandeatthere”

Me:“hahaha,veryfunny”Isay

sarcastically.

Sheisactuallylaughing.Iwillregret

tellingheraboutOra’sdramatoday.I

won’theartheendofit.Iswitchedoff

mylaptopandwetakeawalktothe

cafeteriawithThalithamakingjokes

aboutmy“stale”bread.
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Ireallydidnotexpecthertoeasilyagree

toalunchdatewithmesoIhavetoput

myplanBinmotion.Ipickupmyphone

andcallmyAssistant.



Sindy:“MrZungu”

Me:“Sindycanyoupleaseletmeknow

assoonasmyfoodarrives”

Sindy:“ohksirIwillletyou

know………ooohthedeliveryguyjust

walkedin,shouldIsendhim throughto

youroffice?”

Me:“no,Iam coming”

Iswitchoffmylaptop,takemywallet

andmakemywayoutoftheoffice

Me:“gooddaymybrother,Howmuchdo

Ioweyou?”

Deliveryguy:“just259sir”

Igivetheguy300,thankedhim andtold

him tokeepthechange.



Me:“SindypleaseletKwenaknowthatI

willbeoutoftheOffice,Iwon’tbe

havinglunchwithhim todaybutIwillbe

backintimefortheconferencecallwith

theGermans”

Sindy:“ohksir,enjoyyourlunch”

Me:“YoutooSindy”

Iwalkoutandwalkacrossthestreetto

havelunchwithmyPediqueenwho

knowsmaybesoonshewillbeaMrs

Zungu.Ismileatthatthoughtofher

beingmywife.Igreatthesecuritylady

withthesmileandwalkintothebuilding.

Inoticeoneoftheladiesshewassitting

withtheotherdayatNandosanddecide



towalktoher.Sheseesmeapproaching

andflashesmeasmile.Ismilebackand

greether.

Me:“Hi,canyoupleasehelpme,Iam

lookingforMsMokeana”

Her:“Hi,sheisatthecafeteriaIwason

mywaytojoinher,youcanfollowme”

IfollowhertothecafeteriaandIseeher

seatingatacornertablewithanother

lady.

Her:“Roriyouhaveavisitor”

Shelooksoverandfrowns

Me:“gooddayladies,mayIjoinyoufor

lunchIbringfood”



Herseatedfriend:“Sinceyoubringfood

youfeelfreetojoinus”

Rori:“whodidyousayisheretosee

me?”shesayslookingatthefriendthatI

walkedinwith

Me:“WellMissMokoenathemountain

decidedtocometoMohamed”Isaid

takingaseatclosetoher.Shelookedat

melikeshewasn’tpleased.Iguessshe

isnotgoingtomakethingsanyeasier

forme.

Herfriend:“MynameisTebogoandthis

isThalitha,ItakeityouknowRorisang.

Whatdidyousayyournamewasagain



sir?Ihaveneverseenyouaroundbefore

recently”

Me:“oohforgivemymannersladies,my

nameisPhumlaniZungu”turningto

lookatRori“MissMokoenaIhopeafter

thislunchIwillnolongerberegardedas

astranger”

Shejustnodherheadandcontinued

eatingform herlunchbox,herfriends

didnotwastetimebutdecidedtodig

intothefoodthatIbroughtluckilyitwas

morethanenoughfortwo.Ibroughtfull

chicken,4rollsand2largepacketsof

chipsfrom Nandosanda2litreorange

fruitjuice.Wehadlunchover21

questionsfrom herfriends,eishmyPedi



queenwasn’tmuchofatalker.Idon’t

knowifthatiswhosheisorImadeher

uncomfortable.Iwasreallyhopingfor

someprivacywithherbutherfriends

werenotgivingusachance.Ilookedat

thetimeanditwas13:45andIhada

conferencecallat14:05otherwiseI

wouldstaylonger.

Me:“SoMissMokoenawhencanItake

yououtforaproperlunchlikeIoffered?”

Rori:“EehMr…….whatdidyousayyour

namewasagain?”

Me:“Phumlani,PhumlaniZungu”

Her:“youaskedforlunchsir,Irefused

andyouforcedoneonme,soIdon’tsee



whyyoushouldtakemetolunchagain”

Tebogo:“WellIam freetojoinyouany

dayPhumlani,plusIwantyoutoteach

meSetsulu”

damnisshebeingseriousrightnow,

firstlyIdon’twanttohavelunchwithher,

secondlyitsIsiZulunotSetsulu,Ijust

smiledathercozIcannotaffordtobe

ruderightnow.

Thalitha:“Tebogotheinvitationwasfor

Rori,notforanyofusdear,it’sbad

enoughweeatfoodthatwasnotmeant

forus,nowyouwanttoinviteyourselfto

lunch.Aowachomi”



AllthistimeIam lookingatmyPedi

queenwhoseemsnottobeinterested

intheconversationormyinvitation.I

mustsay,IwasreallyhurtbutIam not

abouttogiveuponherthateasily.The

heartwantswhattheheartwants.

Me:“thanksforthecompanyladiesI

havetogetbacktoworknowbeforemy

bosscomesdownonmelikeatonof

bricks,enjoytherestofyourday”Isay

thisstandingup,IlookatRorisangand

say“MissMokoenaIwillcallyoulater,

uhlaleumuhleyezwa”Isaywinkingat

herandshejustnods.Reallyanod?

That’sallIget.

Herfriends:“byePhumlani”



Imustsaythingsdidn’tgothewayI

hopedbutIam notabouttogiveup.I

willkeeptryinguntilsheletsmein.

Iwalkintotheofficeandcollectmyfiles

thatIneedfortheconferencecalland

headtotheboardroom.

Kwena:“Morena,osetseotsebabatho

gaosajalennalunch”

Mmmmm?TheonlywordIgotthere

waslunch.Plushespokesofast

forgettingthatSepediisGreektome

Me:“YeboIlunchbeyimndadikakhulu”

helooksatmeandlaughs,yeyelaugh

atmemxm.



Kwena:“Hai,youmustreallylearn

Sepedifast,areyouready”

Me:“Iam,wena?”

Kwena:“lennakeready”

WeskypetheGermansandstarttalking

business.
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Rorisang

Iam seatinginmyofficeafterlunch

failingtoconcentrateonmywork,Idon’t

wanttobethinkingabouthim butIcan’t

helpmyself.Ibitemylowerlip,closemy

eyesandbreatheinasIthinkabouthis

scent.OoohGod,Hesmelledsogood



andmasculine,Ifoundmyselfdrawnto

hisscentduringlunch.Iwantedtobury

myselfinhisstrongarmsanddeeply

inhalehiscologne.Whatisgoingon

withmereally,Ihaveneverbeen

interestedinmansinceThapelo.Why

doesPhumlanihavesuchaneffecton

me?

Yousee,Phumlaniiswellbuilt,youcan

tellheknowshiswayaroundthegym.

Heistall,darkishincomplexationwith

thickbushyeyebrowsandthicklips,I

canalmosttastehowjuicytheylook.He

cleansuprealgoodtoo.Herockeda

chiskop,trimmedmustacheandbeard.

HeremindsmeofFezileMakhanya.



Whenhesmiled,Icouldn’helpbut

noticehisperfectwhiteteethand

dimples.Iopenmyeyesandshakemy

headasifIam tryingtoshakeoffthe

thoughtsinmymind.Ibreatheoutand

trytoconcentrateonmywork.Myoffice

lineringsandtheladyfrom reception

tellsmeIhaveadelivery,Iaskifshecan

signforitinbringittomyoffice,of

whichsheoblige.

Fewminuteslatershewalksintomy

officeholdingabunchofwhiteflowers,

atypeIhaveneverseenbefore.She

smilesandhandsthem overtomewith

acard.Ismilebackandthankherfor

bringingthem tomyofficebecauseshe



didnothaveto.Iputthem onmytable,

it’sagoodthingtheycamewithavase

becauseIwouldn’tknowwheretoput

them sinceIdon’townone.

IopenthecardandIsmileasIread

form it“Iam asimplemanwhodoesn’t

wastetimeonmeaninglessthings,

everythingIinvestmytimeonhasto

aligntothegrandplan.TheflowersI

sentIcalledGardenia,theysymbolize

thepurityandsweetnessIseeinyou

everytimeIlookatyou.Ihopethey

makeyouawareofthesecretelovethat

Ihaveforyou(notthatIwantittobe

secreteanymore).Whenyoulookat

them IhopetheyconveyjoythatIwant



tobringinyourlifeandalwaysremind

youhowlovelyIthinkyouare.Mma

Mokoenapleasegivemeachanceto

gettoknowyouandallowyourselfto

gettoknowme.Ifyoudon’tlikewhat

youseeafter3datesIwillsetyoufree.

LoveP.Zungu”

Ireadthenoteagain,myheartandmind

areinconflict.Ihavebeenhurtbefore

andIam nowusedtothewallsIhave

builtaroundmyheart.Whatifhehurts

me?Am Istrongenoughtodealwith

anotherbreakup?YoooThapeloreally

brokemyheart.Am Iwillingtobesingle

forlifethough?Don’tIdeservesome

happiness?Likehesaid,ifIdon’tlike



whatIseeinhim after3datesIcan

simplywalkoff.Myphonerings

snappingmeoutofmythoughts.

Caller:“Ihopeyouarewrappingupdear,

weleavetheofficeatexactly16:30”

Ilookatthetimeandnoticeits16:00

Me:“Iwillbereadytoleavebythen

dear”

Thalitha:“ohkdearletmeleaveyouto

it”

Ihangupanddecidetocallmymother,I

wanttotalktomyprincess.Ifeelguilty

thatIwillgethomeaftersheisdone

withherhomeworkandeveningbath.

Mymotherdoesn’tanswerherphone



andIcallmydad.

Dad:“Babygirl”

Me:“thobelapapa?(Greetingsfather)

Dad:“ageenunu”

Me:“PapacanIpleasetalktoOra?”

Dad:“sorrynunu,sheisnothere.She

wentwithyourmothertodropSophy

home,shewasnotfeelingwellandyour

motherleftherphone”

Me:“WhatiswrongwithAuntSophi?”

Dad:“shehadarunningstomach,

nothinghectic”

Me:“okPa,pleasecallmebackwhen

Oracomesback.Imissher”



Mydadlaughs“ohkNunuIwilldothat”

WecontinuetalkinguntilThalithawalks

in.

Me:“Pa,Ihavetogetbacktoworknow

bye.Iloveyou”

Dad:“IloveyoutooNunu”

Me:“tjo,oredigotsamayaalready?”

Thali:“Iam donewithmywork,we

mightaswellleavecozIknowyoudid

nothavemuchtodotoday”

Me:“ohkletmepackge,founela

Tebogo”

Thali:“wooooooo,theseflowersare

beautifulfriend.Whataretheycalled?”



shesaysbusytouchingthem.

Me:“Gardeniaorsomething”Isay

waivingmyrighthand.

Thali:“From ShakaZulu?”

Inodandthalithalaughsandclapsher

handsonce.Ifinishpackingupmy

thingsandwemakeourwayto

Tebogo’sofficebeforeheadingoffto

mallofthenorth.

Imustsaythemoviewasnice,Ireally

enjoyedmyself.TarajiPHensonissuch

agreatactress.Themoviereallyhit

home,Imeanhowmanyofuswouldn’t

wanttoknowwhatmanwant?How

manyfrogsmustwereallykissbefore



findingourprincecharming?Iwould

reallywanttheabilitytoreadman’s

mindsothatIcanknowsomeone’sreal

intentionswithme.Mostwomango

throughalotofheartacheandsleepless

nightbeforetheyfindtheirhappilyever

after.That’siftheyareluckykagorenot

everyonefindeverlastinghappiness.

Afterthemoviewedecidedtohave

dinneratPanarottisIam ahugefanof

theirpasta,especiallytheChicken

MilanoFettuccinedish.Wearebusy

enjoyingourdinneroveralight

conversationandlaughterwhenThali

nudgesmetolookup.IdoandIfindthe

waiterservingusstandingtherelooking



atmewithabottleofwine.

Me:“Sorry,Ididnotorderwine”

Waiter:“It’sfrom thatgentlemanover

there”hesayspointingatIguythatI

haveneverseenbeforesittingalone.

Me:“oohsorryTendai,justtakeitback”

Isayafterreadinghisnametagbecause

itmeansalotwhenyouacknowledge

someonewhoisservingyoubytheir

name.

Tebogo:“Wahlanyabringithere”she

saystakingthebottlefrom Tendai.

Tendai:“ThegentlemansaidIshould

leavethebottleandcomebackwith

yournumberssesi”hesayslookingat

me.Kantehowmuchtipdidtheguy



promisehim?

Thalitha:“WellTebogosinceRori

doesn’tdrinkandyoudecidedtotake

thebottle,givehim yournumbers

problem solved”

Tebogo:“Akenabothatannaplusohot

abutiolaandheknowshiswines,thisis

aBeyerskloofpinotage”shesayswriting

hercellphonenumberonaservietteand

kissingittoleaveabluelipprintofher

lipstick.

Me:“Tendai,justtellhim theyaremine

sothatyoucanstillgetwhateverbigtip

hepromisedyou”

Hesmilesshylyandtakesthepaper

from Tebogoandwalksaway.Webust



intolaugherImeantodaywasjusta

weirdday.FirstitwasPhumlaandnow

thisguy.Haimehloloeratabatho.

Wecontinuetohaveourdinnerwith

thesetwodrinkingwinethatwasbought

withTebogo’scellphonenumbers.Its

09:30whenwedecidetocallitanight.I

calledacab,Iknowit’sgoingtocostme

alotbutIwouldnotbeselfishtomake

oneofthesetwotodrivemehomeand

driveback,especiallysincetheyhad

beendrinking.It’sagoodthingmy

daughterandIaremovingintoour

townhouseintownthisweekend.At

leastIknowthecabdriver,wewentto

schooltogether.Gapewelivein



dangeroustimeswherepeopleuse

businesssuchasuberandtaxifyto

targetunsuspectingladieswhotravel

aloneatnight.

“Soyoudecidedtoleavewithoutsaying

goodbye?”asmsfrom anunknown

number.“Whoisthis?”Ireply.“Thendo,

theguyfrom Panarottis”andnowwhere

didhegetmynumbers.DamnTebogo,

shegavehim mynumbersinsteadof

hers,howcouldshe?SheknowIwas

notinterestedinhim andyetshegave

him mynumbers.Mxm.“itmustbea

wrongnumbersir”Itype.“ohk,Miss

wrongnumberwiththeprofilepicofthe

ladywhoenjoyedthewinehaveagreat

evening,Iwillcallyoutomorrow”.Idon’t



knowwhyIam entertainedthisguy,I

willjustblockhim.

“Thanxoupa”Isaygivinghim hisfare.

“XapRori,odumedishebraSolneh”he

sayslookingatmeviathereviewmirror.

“xobatladumela”Isaybeforeclosing

thedoor.BraSolismyfather,he

coachesacommunitysoccerteam

that’swhyheispopularwiththeboys

aroundhere.Iwalkintothehouseand

findeveryonewatchingTV.Igreetthe

parentsandpickmybabyupforahug.I

missedhersobadespeciallybecause

shewasnothappywithmeinthe

morningwhenIleft.



Ora:“mommyontletseleeng”Ismile

andkissher.

Me:“haveyoubeenagoodgirl”

Ora:“alwaysmommy,Igot3starsat

schooltoday”

Me:“that’smygirl,Igotyousomething

foryourlunchboxtomorrowiwantto

makeupforthestalebread,nowitslate

saygoodbyetomamaandpapasowe

cangosleep”Iputherdownandshe

runstomyparents.

Ora:“Goodnightmama,goodnight

papa”shesayswhilehuggingand

kissingthem onebyone.

Them:“GoodnightPrincess”



Wewalktothebedroom andgetinto

bed.Orafallsasleepwhiletellingabout

howherdaywasatschool,mypoor

childmusthavebeentired.Iam sure

sheforcedherselftostayupbecause

shedidnotwanttosleepwithoutseeing

me.Imissedhertoo,thatiswhysheis

sleepingwithmetodayandnotinher

bedroom.MyphonevibratesindicatingI

haveamessage.Anotherunknown

number,thisoneisdifferent.“Ihopeyou

enjoyedyourmovie.Nexttimeaskme

todriveyouhome,cabsarenotsafe

anymore,Phumla”.Wheredoesheget

mynumber?IsTebogoonamissionof

publishingmynumbers?Shemightas

welladvertisethenontheBonusreview



newspaperonce.“Wheredidyougetmy

numbers?”Iask.“Ihavemyways”not

goodenough.“Iam blockingyounow

bye”Isay.“ifyousayso”Mxm,I

proceedtoblockhim.Anothersms

comesthrough“GoodnightMa

Mokoena,Iwillseeyoutomorrow.

Uhlaleuyaziukuthiuyathandwa”what?

Didn’tIjustblockhis**S?Idon’tknow

whythismakesmesmile.Ishouldbe

pissedbutIam not.Hisscentcreeps

intomymindandIjustclosemyeyes

andbreathitallinanditwaslightsout

forme.Ifallasleepthinkingabout

Phumlaandhiscologne.

[05/04,13:45] :Insert9



2weekslater

Phumlani

Iam wokenupbymycellphoneringing,I

thoughtitsbestIignoreditbutthe

personontheotherlineseemstobe

persistent.It’stooearlytobe

entertainingcalls.Isleptlatelastnight

developingasoftwarefortheGermans.

Iwasnotevenplanningtogotowork

early.

Me:“Hello”answerinasleepyvoice

withoutevencheckingthecallerID.

Caller:“Mhlehlo,vukandoda”



Ihaven’theardanyonecallmebymy

clannameinalongtime,ifthecallwas

from anyoneelseIwouldbehappybut

rightnowIam pissed.PissedatSy

becauseheistheonlyonewhocould

havegiventhisdogmynumbers.Iopen

myeyesandsitup.

Me:“Ufunani?”

Caller:“yindlelaokhulumangayo

nabanganibakholeMhlehlo?

Me:“utheabanganiSbu?ungazongi

jwayela.NgiyenzeleIfavorandlosemy

number”

Sbu:laughing“UngazoziyenzaIpanty



wena,letbygonesbebygones.Yougot

compensatedwithalotofmoneyfor

thatmistakewemadesoweneedto

moveon”

Me:“Amistake?Youcallrobbingme4

yearsofmylifeamistakeSbu?”

Sbu:“Manzini,Iwouldhaveapologizeda

longtimeago,butyoudidnotwantto

seemewhileyouwereinside.It’sbeen

morethan4yearsndodangiyabawa

ungiqolele”

Me:“Sbu,ufunanikahlekahle,ngilelengi

khathele”

Sbu:“Manzini,Iam workingon

somethingbig,andIneedyourhelp”

Me:“Uyahlanya,hambauyofa”



withthatsaidIdroppedthecalland

switchedoffthephone.Iam tooworked

uptogobacktosleepnowandit’sstill

weehoursofthemorning.Igetupand

changetogym clothes.Ineedtotake

outallthisangeronapunchingbag.

ThankGodfortheinhousegym.

Iexpecttofeelbetteraftertheintense

workoutIjusthadbutthatnotthecase,

Iam stillpissed.IneedtocallSy,he

needstoexplainhimself,andhebetter

haveagoodreasonforgivingthatdog

mynumbers.



Sy:“Manzini”hesaysansweringthe

phone

Me:“WenzeniSy?”

Sy:“LookuSbusisotoldmethathe

calledyouandyouwerenothappy,

ngiyaqolisa”

Me:“Whatdidyouthinkwouldhappen

huh?Iwasgoingtobethrilledandthrow

him apartyandhelpwithwhateverfavor

heneed.Isthatwhatyouthoughtwould

happen”

Sy:“Manzini,Iam sorrybutwereally

needyourhelp”

Madodadidhesay“we”



Me:“whatdoyoumean‘weneedhelp”

whoiswe?

Sy:“Manzini,pleaselistentowhatSbu

havetosayngiyakuqela”

Me:“ItoldyouIdon’twantanything

engihlanganisanemikhubayenuemibi”

Sy:“justhearwhathehastosayandwill

takeitfrom thereplease”

Me:“Sy,thankyouforeverythingyou

havedoneformebutthisissomethingI

can’thelpyouwith.Nexttimeyoucall

mebetternotberelatedtoanythingka

Sbuyezwa,haveaniceday”Isaybefore

hangingup,Mxm Sycanbeadumb

lawyerwhenhewantsto.



Idon’twanttogotowork,Iwilljustwork

from hometoday.IcallKwenatolethim

knowthatIwon’tbecomingin.Good

thingwehavenomeetingstoday.Itake

ashowerandgetdressedinsimple

clothesandIheadtothekitchento

blendasmoothieforbreakfast.

***Bonusinsertfortheloveyouguys

areshowingme ***
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Iam sofrustratedrightnow.Thetaxisin

Seshegoareonstrikebecausethey

don’twanttheleetobusproject.Ofall



daystheycouldhavechosentostrike,it

hadtobetoday.Iam onthevergeof

tearsrightnowbecauseIhaveavery

importantpresentationat10:00for

boardmembersandIcan’taffordnot

goingtowork.Itwouldhavebeenbetter

ifmydadwasherebecausehewould

drivemetowork,butsinceitsschool

holidaystheyleftwithOratovisitthe

favoriteuncleThusoinJoburg.Icould

havemovedintomytownhousebynow

andIwouldnotbehavingthisissues

buttherenovationswerenotyetdone

andIhadtowaitfornextmonthbefore

movingin.Iam lostinmythoughtsand

goingcrazywhenmyphonerings.Its

Phumla,wehavebeenchattingand



communicatingoverthephonesince

thatnighthemanagedtounblock

himself.Wehavebeenonafewdates

toobutnothingisofficialyet.

Me:“Phumlani”

Him:“MorningmaMokoenaunjani”

Me:“Xapandyou”

Him:“Youdon’tsoundxap,whatis

wrong?”

Itakeadeepbreathtryingtoholdinthe

tearsbutIfail.Iguesshecanhearfrom

mysniffingthatIam crying.Ihearhim

sigh.

Him:“babytalktome,ungiphulaintliziyo



mawukhala”

Iexplaintohim mytransport

predicamentinbetweenthesniffing.I

knowyouallthinkIam acrybabybutI

am not.Iam frustratedbecauseIhave

ranoutofalloptionsandAlexwouldnot

understandespeciallybecauseofthe

presentationthatIneedtodotoday.

LuckilyPhumlasayshewillcomeand

fetchme.

Infactthisiswhathesaidtome“isthat

whyyouarecrying?Whydidn’tyoujust

callmetocomeandgetyou?Sendme

yourlocationngisendlelenibabyunga



khali”.

After20minutesIreceiveatextfrom

Phumlasayingheisoutside.Igrabmy

bagandappleandrunout.Iseehim

parked2housesaway,leaningagainst

hiscar.DidItellyouguyshowyummy

Phumlais?Ihaveneverseenhim

wearingshortsbefore,hehasbeautiful

legspapa!!!.Iwonderwhyheisdressed

likethatthough,ishenotgoingtowork

today?.Heisrockinggreytrackshort,

backsnickersandblackvshapedt-shirt

thatexposeshissexytonedbody

structurewithagraycap.



Iseefewofmyneighborslookingathim

anddrooling.Eish,bomaratahelele.He

walkstowardsmeandsmilesexposing

hisperfectwhiteteethanddimples,ooh

Jesustakemenow.

Thecloserhegets,themoreIcansmell

hishypnoticscentandthankGodhe

pullsmeinforahugandIclosemyeyes

andtakeinthesmell.“hi”hesaysand

kissesmeonmyrightchick.“hi”Isay

blushingwithasmileonmyface.Thank

GodIam nottoolight,IswearIwould

haveturnedpinkbynow.Heopensthe

doortohisblueBMW M5andIslidein.

hemovestohissideandgetsin.



Phumlani:“Zakwami,uthiwhyungangi

founelangangizokulanda?”hesaysas

hedrivesoff

Me:“Bekelefrustratedwithmymindall

overtheplace”

Phumlani:“Soyouthoughtit’sbetterto

cry?”

Me:“Bekesalle”Isaylookingoutthe

window.

Phumlani:“Ifyousayso”hesays

laughing

Me:“areyouonleave”tryingtochange

thetopic

Phumlani:“No,workingfrom home”

Me:“Wow,yourbossisan



understandingpersonneh”

Phumlani:“yep,veryunderstanding”why

ishissmilinglikethatvele.

Hedrivesmetoworkwhileweholda

lightconversation.ImustsayPhumlais

verysmartandIalwayslearnathingor

twofrom theconversationswehave.He

isfuntohangaroundtoo.

Him:“WhattimemustIfetchyou?”he

saysparkingnexttoourgate,it’sfunny

thatheisdroppingmenexttohiswork

placeyetheisworkingfrom home.I

hopehedidnotlietohisbossthatheis

sickorsomething.



Me:“Iwillcallyouafterlunchtoletyou

know”

Him:“Ohkbaby,enjoyyourday.Uya

thandwaneh”

Me:“thanksfortheride”Isaygetting

outofthecarIam notgoingtoentertain

that‘uyathandwaneh’line.Iam only15

minuteslate,itcouldhavebeenworse

cozIalmostdidn’tmakeit.Atleastmy

presentationisonlyat10:00meaningI

havemorethananhourtodofinal

preparations.

Itsnow09:50andboardmembersstart

makingtheirwayintotheboardroom.I



am sonervousrightnow,atleastAlex

wentthroughmypresentationfirstand

gaveitagoaheadafterrecommending

fewchanges.HesaysIam readytodo

thisbutIam notsurereally.Public

speakingwasnevermystrongestpoint.

IseeourCEOandfewheadof

departmentsmakingtheirwayinand

sittingdown.Thelaptophasalready

beensetupandalldocumentsare

placedonthetablenexttoeachchairso

thattheattendeescanperuse.Iam

busytalkingtoAlexwhenInoticea

familiarface.Noooo,whatishedoing

here?Istheworldreallythatsmallthat

hehadtobeaboardmemberinthe

companythatIworkin?NowIam



nervous.
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Alex:“YoucandothisRori,rememberI

believeinyou.Theteam andIwillbe

heretohelpwiththeQ&Aohk”Alexsays

beforetakinghissit.Ismileandnod.I

takemysitnexttoAlexandrubmy

sweatypalmsagainstmypantsinan

attempttowipethem.Thechairperson

standsupandwelcomesallofus.The

minutesfrom thepreviousmeetingare

readandadaptedandwestartwiththe

agendaoftheday.Thefirsttopresentis

arepresentativefrom finance



departmentthencommunicationsand

lastlyme.ImustsayIwasnervousat

firstbutafterfewminutesIwasjust

flowing.It’sagoodthingthatIwaswell

prepared.Fewquestionswereasked

afterthepresentationandeveryonewas

satisfiedwiththeanswersthatwe

provided.

Theboardwassoimpressedthatthey

decidedtoincreaseourbudgetby30%

morethanwhatwewereaskingfor.We

aredonewithpresentationsandhaving

lunch.Heissittingonthesametable

withme,infacthetookasitnextto

minewhiledesertinghissitfrom atable

reservedforboardmembers.



Him:“Sowemeetagain,whowould

havethoughhuh?”hesayslaughing

Iam notgoingtoanswerthat,ifhe

thinksIfeelbadforblockinghim,otlaba

strong.Ididnotdrinkhiswine,nordidI

askforit.

Him:“Greatpresentationintherebythe

wayRorisangyouaregoingfar”hesays

aftersometime.

Me:“ThankyouMr.?”Isaywithasmile.

Him:“ThendokhaeSioga,justcallme

Thendo”

Me:“ThankyouThendo,whatdoesyour

namemean?ItsTshivendaneh”



Him:“Itmeanspraisestohim,him being

God.Mymothersaysshedidnothave

aneasypregnancybecauseofherblood

pressureandIwasnotmeanttobe

carriedfullterm,sowhenshedidand

gavebirthtoahealthybabyshefeltshe

itwasallbyGod’sgraceandhe

deservedallthepraises”

Me:“Wow,IloveVendanames,theyall

havemeanings.IhadafriendinVarsity

calledOnareneandsheexplainedthat

hernamemeansGodiswithus”

Him:“Don’tworry,wewillgiveallour

babiesmeaningfulVendanameslike

‘Akonaho,Mutshidzi……”



IlaughlouderthanIintended,aren’twe

gettingaheadofourselves.

Him:“Nonakaniadivha?(Youare

beautiful),Iwouldgivemyalltohear

youlaughlikethateveryday”hesays

withasmirkonhisface.

Ijustlaugh,isthismanreallyhittingon

meatabusinesslunch?Ichooseto

ignorehiscommentandcarryonasking

him questionsaboutVendaland.Ihave

neverbeentoVendabutIhearit’savery

beautifulpartofourprovinceandthe

peoplethereareverywarm and

welcoming.AllIknowaboutVendais

thattherearelotsoffruits.Thendois

surprisedwhenIsayIhaveneverbeen

toVendaandheofferstotakemeona



roadtripthisweekend.Iwantedtosay

nobuthejustdidnottakenoforan

answer.Ifinallyagreedtogowithhim

aftermuchconvincingfrom hisside.I

am nowveryexcitedabouttheroadtrip

Ican’twait.

IknowIam themostcautiousperson

butIfeellikeIcantrustThendo,heis

softspokenandveryeasytogetalong.

Unfortunatelyhehastoleaves

immediatelyafterlunchcozhehasa

courtcasetoattendat14:00.

Apparentlyheisnotaboardmemberin

ourcompanyhewasattendingtoday’s

meetingonbehalfofhisbrotherwho

couldn’tmakeit.Hehoweverownsa



lawfirm withofficesinPolokwaneand

Thohoyandou.

AfterlunchAlexinformedmethatIcan

leaveearlyandrest,heappreciatesthe

wayIrepresentedhim andhowhardI

workedonthepresentationand

proposalfortheboard.Asannoyingas

heis,Alexdoesgivescreditwhereit’s

due.IwilljusthavetocallPhumlato

fetchme.Hetellsmethathewillsenda

drivertopickmeupashewasstillbusy

withsomething.Thedriverwilldropme

athishouseandhewilldrivemehome

assoonasheisdone.Iam justchilling

inmyofficewhenTebogowalksin.

Tebogo:“Ihearyoukilledthem inthere



girl,tsenakamo”shesaysraisingher

handforahigh5.

Me:“Kealeboga,tobehonestneke

tshugilexem”

Tebogo:“Nothingbeatshardworkgirl.I

seeyouarereadytoleavehowareyou

gettinghomecozditaxitsaSeshegodi

onstrike?”

Me:“Phumlaniofferedtodriveme

home”

Tebogo:“Soareyouguysofficial?”

Me:“No,wearejustfriend”

ShechucklesIguessshethinksIam

messingwithher.



Tebogo:“justbecarefulgirl”

Idon’tevenknowwhyshedoesn’tlike

Phumla.Shemadeitclearthatsheis

notinsupportofourfriendshipsincewe

startedhangingout.Ionceasked

Phumlaiftheyhaveahistorybuthe

assuredmethathedidnotevenknow

hernameuntilthedayhehadlunchwith

us.

Tebogo:“Doyouknowhowcomplicated

itisdatingaZuluman?”

WhatiswithTebogovele?

Me:“Iwouldn’tknow,butItakeitit’sthe

sameasdatinganyothertribe”

Tebogo:Shechuckles“Howwouldyou



knowwhatothertribesbehavelikesince

youonlydatedoneguyandthatended

morethanwhat?6yearsago”

Ilookatherindisbelief.Whywouldshe

throwthatatmyface,thatsomethingI

sharedwiththem inconfidenceandnow

sheattacksmewiththat?Iam lostfor

wordsandIdon’tevenknowwhattosay

toherbutIcannothidethehurtonmy

face.

Tebogo:“Iam sorrythatcomeout

wrong,allImeanisbecarefulRori,this

couldbeyourfirstrelationshipinalong

timeandonlyasecondinyourlifetime.

Don’tdivetoodeepandkeepyour

reservationsandalittleroom for



disappointment.Iam lookingoutforyou

andthat’smytwocentsisterlyadvice”

Maybesheisright,ImeanIhaveno

experienceinrelationshipsandIhave

beenoffthegamefortoolong.

Me:“Iunderstand,thanksforlookingout

forme,Ipromisetobecarefulandnot

diveintoanythingtoodeep.Atthe

momentyoudon’thavetoworryweare

justfriend”

Shesmilesandwalksovertomyside

forahug

Tebogo:“IcareaboutyouRoriand

rememberIam onyoursidealways”



Myphoneringsandthecallisfrom

receptiontellingmethatthedriverhas

arrived.Hemusthavebeencloseby.I

packupmybacksandsaymygoodbyes

toTebogo,locktheofficeandmakemy

wayout.Ifindthedriverbythereception

andheimmediatelyleadsmetothecar

carryingmybags.Heissuchaniceman

almostthesameageasmyfather.He

introduceshimselfasBraJedandtells

methathehasbeendrivingfortheIT

Companyandsinceitsinception8years

agoandhewasataxidriverbeforethat.

Iam shockedastowhywouldPhumla

sendmeacompanydriverandcar,

wouldhisbossbesounderstanding

withthiswholething?Haiaretsi.



WedriveintoBroadlandsestate,houses

hereareveryexpensiveandthisisone

ofthemostexpensiveestatesin

Polokwane.Kante,howmuchmoneyis

inITvele,it’snotlikeheownsthe

company.TobehonestIdon’teven

knowPhumla’sjobtitleinthatcompany.

Ilookatthehouseswithadmiration.I

can’twaitforthedayIcanaffordtobuy

ahouselikeoneoftheseonesherefor

OraandI.Knowingmydaughterandher

loveforfinerthingsinlife,shewouldbe

sohappyhere.

BraJed:“Refihlilemam”hesayspulling

uptoabeautifuldoublestoryhouse.

Me:“KealebogaPa”Isayreturninga



smile.Wowthesightbeforemyeyesis

reallybeautiful,Ifindmyselfinfrontofa

verybeautifulhouse.BraJedopensthe

doorformeandIseePhumlawaitingat

theendofthedrivewaylookingall

yummy.Heisstillwearingsameclothes

butonecan’toverlookhissexiness.
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Phumla:“Welcometomyhumbleabode,

pleasefeelfreeheremicasaessu

casa”hesaysaftersharingabriefhug.

Me:“Noneedtobemodestdude,there

isnothinghumbleaboutthishouse”

Phumla:“comeonin,Ihopeyouarenot

inahurry”



Me:“No,Iam not,canIhaveatour

please?”

Phumla:“Xowoza”

Phumlatakesmeonthehousetour.I

mustsayheislivingthedream shem.

Thehouseisverybeautifulwithmodern

design.It’sveryspeciousbutwhatI

don’tunderstandiswhyhewouldbuy

suchabighouselivingalone.Itriedto

askabouthisfamily,tryingto

understandifhehasanysiblingsandhe

justchangedthesubject.Iwonderwhat

issopainfulabouthispastthathe

doesn’twanttotalkabout.Idon’tblame

him thoughIdidthesamewhenhe

askedmeaboutOra’sfather.Idon’tlike



talkingabouthim orhowhebrokemy

heartandleftmewithdeepscares.

Phumlaisverymodest,whenIasked

howheaffordsthisplacehejustsaidhe

ishousesittingforafriend,butIknow

heislyingbecausethehouseistoo

muchofhim.Wespendtherestofthe

afternooninhisswimmingpooland

braaingmeat.InfactIwasbulliedinto

swimming.ItwaseitherIchangeinto

theshortsandvestthatheborrowedme

orIwasgoingtobethrownintothepool

withmyformalwear.Sochanginginto

hisshortwillinglyseemedlikethebest

option.Bestdecisionever.



Icanconfirm itforyouguys,therumors

youheardaboutZulumanandtheirlove

formeatistrue.Ihavenevereatenso

muchmeatinmylifeyoo,therewas

beef,chickenandpork.Youcouldswear

thatwewerebraaingformanypeople

kanteitwasjustthetwoofus.Thegood

thingisthatIwon’thavetocookwhenI

gethomesinceIam homealone.

Phumla“Thankyouforspendingyour

afternoonwithmezakwami,Ireally

enjoyedmyself”

Me:“Ienjoyedmyselftoo,thankyoufor

comingtomyrescuetoday.Idon’tknow

whatIwouldhavedoneifyouhadnot

beenthere”



Wearesittinginhiscar,parkedoutside

mygateat08:30atnight.Itwasnot

easyleavinghishousebecausehedid

notwantmeto.Iwasalsohavingfun

withhim butasleepoverwasoutofthe

question.Wearehavingfunand

laughingwhenhisphonerings.Idon’t

knowwhathappenedbutafterseeing

thecalleridPhumla’smoodtookadive.

Irefrainedfrom askingwhowascalling

becauseit’sreallynoneofmybusiness.

Phumla:“Ulalekahleyezwa”hesays

beforekissingmyrightcheek.Iguess

thathiswayofsayingheneedstogo.



Me:“GoodnightPhumla”

Heopensthedoorformeandpullsme

inforatighthug.Iknowyouguysare

tiredofbeingremindedofhowgoodhe

smellsbutguys,thismansmellslike

heavenandIam obsessedwithhiscent.

Ipulloutofthehugandmakemywayto

thehouse.Iseehim driveoffassoonas

Iwalkinsidethegate.Iam verytiredallI

neednowistocallmydaughterandgo

tosleep.

*****************************************

**

Phumlani



IwashavingagreattimewithmyPedi

queenuntilIreceivedacallfrom Sbu

again.Itoldhim countlesstimesthatI

wantnothingtodowithhim.NgaphaSy

isalsobeggingmetohearhim out.Syis

blindedbyhisloveformoney.Ireally

don’twantanythingtodowiththeir

shenanigans.Imadeavowtomyself

nottofindmyselfbackinprisonagain

andIam notabouttobreakit.Sbuis

rightaboutonethingImadealotof

moneybutInearlylostitall.Whatwas

theuseofhavingallthatmoneyifIwas

notabletospendit?Yes,Imissthe

adrenalinandthrillofitallbutIam

tryingtobettermylife.Letmecallita

night,Ireallyneedtorest.



(Thefollowingday)

Iwokeupat05:00anddidanhouron

thetreadmill,fewpushupsandfewlaps

inthepool.Nowmydaycanstart.Itook

ashower,gotdressedandmademy

waytothekitchentoblendasmoothie.I

tookmycarkeys,cellphonewalletand

laptopandmademywayout.

Her:“NtateZungu”shesaysanswering

herphone.

Me:“Zakwamidoyouneedmetocome

andcollectyoutoday?”

Rori:“No,thankyousir,taxisarebackon

route”

Me:“youknowIdon’tmindright,plusI



gettospendmoretimewithyou”

Rori:“Iknowyoudon’tmindPhumla,but

Iam sortedthanks”

Me:“Ohkge,joinmeforlunch,inmy

officethistime.Icoulddowithoutyour

twofriendsaskingme21questions”

Shelaughsandagreestohavelaunch

withmeinmyoffice.

Icouldgetusedtothisyouknow,seeing

myPediqueeneveryday.Idrivetothe

officelistingtothesoundofSjava.U

mamahitsmehardbecauseI

sometimeswonderhowlifewouldhave

turnedoutifshewasstillaliveandI

reallymisshome.Ihaven’tsteppede



magcekenikaManziniinmorethan4

years.IcouldhavegonethereafterI

wasreleasedbutmyfathertoldmelong

timeagothatIam deadtohim andI

shouldconsidermyselfanorphan.I

continuesingingalongtoSjava.

“Intoeng'ythandangekhaya,

Ukuthiekhayaak'ngenwangemali

Nomang'ngasebenzi

Umamaung'thandangenkani

Nomaumhlabaungang'shaya

Uzong'thulisaathimtanamiungakhali

Ubukek'ukhatheleawuthingiland'

ukudlababahlalaphansi



Ang'sakhoni,ang'sakhoni,ang'sakhoni

Ngikhumbul'uma

Sebeth'indodaendalakangaka

Ikhalel'umawayo

Thabafwethungekeni-understand

Ndodaendalakangakaikhalela

umawayo

Thabafwethingekeni-understande”

Iam veryemotionalrightnowthinking

aboutmymother.Ijustneedtobury

myselfinworkandnotthinktoomuch.I

walktotheofficeandgreatSindyather

desk.



Me:“Sindy,canIpleasenotbedisturbed

today.TheonlypersonIam willingto

seeisKwenaandonlyifitsimportant

ohk”

Sindy:“NotedSir,butwhataboutyour

meetingwithMissNagelat12:00?”

Me:“Don’tworryaboutit,Iwillask

Kwenatotakeover”

Sindy:“OhkSir,noted”

Imakemywaytomyofficeandburry

untilIam disturbedbyKwenaafterhis

meetingwithNageltogivemefeedback.

**********************



Rorisang

Itisnow12:55andIdecidetopackup

mystuffamakemywaytoPhumla’s

officeacrossthestreet.It’smyfirsttime

hereandIdon’tevenknowwhichfloor

hisofficeisat.

Me:“hi,Iam heretoseeMrZungu”Isay

tothesecuritythatImeetatground

floor.

Him:“Doyouhaveanappointment

mam”hesayssmilingback,IguessIdid

soundlikeIwashereforworkrelated

reasons.

Me:“No,butheisexpectingme”he



handsmeavisitor’sbooktosignand

tellsmetotakealiftto4thfloor.

FewminuteslaterIarriveat4thfloor

andIfindreceptionist.Iwalkovertoher

withasmileandsheismoreserious

thantheguydownstairs.

Me:“hi,Iam heretoseeMrZungu”Isay

withmybrightestsmile

Her:“YoohaiThulanidoesn’tlisten,I

toldhim thatMrZunguwillnotbe

seeinganyonetoday,canyouplease

comebackonTuesdaymam,cozheis

fullybookedonMonday”

IguessThulaniistheguyImeetdown

stairs.“Heisexpectingme”Isaystill



keepingonmysmile.

Her:“unfortunatelymam,heaskedto

haveallhisappointmentfortoday

cancelled,ifit’sanurgentmatterIcan

checkwithMrLekota’sPAiftheycanbe

abletoassistyoufortoday”

Yooohaaiwhatiswithallthisgate

keeping?Howdifficultisitreallytosee

anITspecialist?Luckilyhewalksoutof

theofficewithanotherguy,Iassumeit’s

theboss.Ihavealwaysseenhim around

butwehaven’tbeenformallyintroduced.

TheladyatreceptionandIbothturnour

attentiontothem astheywalkout

laughing.Phumlaseesmeandsmiles,

hewalkstowardsthedeskandpullsme



inforatighthugthatlastlongerthanit

shouldandheisnotevenapologetic

aboutit.

Hisbossisstandingtheregrinning

broadlyandthePAwasjuststanding

there.Iclosemyeyesandtakeinhis

scent,asthishasbecomemynew

hobby.Ipulloutofthehugandhe

kissesmyforeheadandsmile.

Phumla:“YoureallytookyourtimeMa

Mokoena”hesaid,IlookatthePAand

shelooksdownembarrassed.

Me:“Iam sorryZungu,youandIboth

knowhowdifficultbossescanbe,soit



wasnoteasytoleavetheofficebefore

handingoverareport”

Hetakesmyhandandleadsmetohis

office,funnyenoughhisbossalso

followsus.Iguessheisoneofthose

peoplewhodon’tneedaninvitation.

Phumla:“Zakwami.Pleasemeetmy

boss,KwenaLekota”

Me:“NicetomeetyouMrLekota”Isay

asIextendmyarm forahandshake.

Whatdoeshedo?Hepullsmeinfora

briefhug.

Kwena:“Pleasedon’tcallmeMrLekota,

youmakemesoundsoold.Ijustturned

21youknow.JustcallmeKwena,that’s



whateveryonecalledmeanyway.Mr

Lekotawasmyfatherandhisfatherand

greatgrandfatherswhodidnoteven

leavemeanypieceofland.Ifitwasnot

thisthingstsabadimowabonaIwas

goingtochangemysurnamenxustruu.

IwouldgobyKwenaKwena.Phela

Kwenakephoofoloekotsekuduore

whyLacosteeturaso?”

Hooowbakithi,thisman.Iam laughing

sohardthatmystomachhurt.Phumla’s

bossissomethingelse.

Phumla:“EnjoyyourlunchKwenaIwill

catchupwithyouafter2ohk”hesays



pullinghim tothedoor

Kwena:“Itwasnicemeetingyou

Rorisang,Ihopenexttimewemeetit

willbeformorethan2seconds”hesays

beingpulledtothedoor.

Me:“Itwasnicemeetingyoutoo

Kwena”Ishout

Me:“Whatacharacter”Isayshakingmy

headandlaughingassoonasPhumla

closesthedoor.

Phumla:“Imagine,Ihavetoworkwith

him everyday”webothbustintolaugher.

Me:“Yoohaihemademyentireweek,I

guessworkingwithhim islikehavinga

standupcomedianonaspeeddialaway.



Whenyouarestressedbydeadlines,you

justdialhim andyouareguaranteeto

laugh”Isaycontinuingtolaugh.

Phumla:“Don’tmakefunofmyboss,lo

muntuobadalaamabillswami”hesays

laughing.

Iwouldn’tmindworkingwithaclown

likehim,toobadIam stuckwithboMr.

seriousAlexSmith.Wesetupourlunch

atacornertableinhisofficeandeat

whilediscussingcurrentaffairs.The

maintopicbeingMampitsaandBabes

wodumo.Imeanweareallshockedby

theturnofeventsasMampitsaalsolays

chargesofassaultagainstBabes.



IreallyappreciatethestandthatPhumla

istakingonthistopic.Itwarmsmyheart

toknowthathedoesn’tbelieveinhitting

awomannomatterwhatthereason

couldbetodoso.Nowomandeserves

tobebeatenupbyaman,worseofalla

manwhoissupposedtobeher

protectorandpillarofstrength.

Phumlainvitedmeformovieson

SaturdaybutIhadtoturnhim down

becauseofmytripwithThendoto

Venda.HisfacewhenIcorrectedhim

thatThendoisnotaladybutaman,yoo

aretse

[05/04,15:23] :Insert12



Rorisang

Phumla:“Welcometomyhumbleabode,

pleasefeelfreeheremicasaessu

casa”hesaysaftersharingabriefhug.

Me:“Noneedtobemodestdude,there

isnothinghumbleaboutthishouse”

Phumla:“comeonin,Ihopeyouarenot

inahurry”

Me:“No,Iam not,canIhaveatour

please?”

Phumla:“Xowoza”

Phumlatakesmeonthehousetour.I

mustsayheislivingthedream shem.

Thehouseisverybeautifulwithmodern



design.It’sveryspeciousbutwhatI

don’tunderstandiswhyhewouldbuy

suchabighouselivingalone.Itriedto

askabouthisfamily,tryingto

understandifhehasanysiblingsandhe

justchangedthesubject.Iwonderwhat

issopainfulabouthispastthathe

doesn’twanttotalkabout.Idon’tblame

him thoughIdidthesamewhenhe

askedmeaboutOra’sfather.Idon’tlike

talkingabouthim orhowhebrokemy

heartandleftmewithdeepscares.

Phumlaisverymodest,whenIasked

howheaffordsthisplacehejustsaidhe

ishousesittingforafriend,butIknow

heislyingbecausethehouseistoo



muchofhim.Wespendtherestofthe

afternooninhisswimmingpooland

braaingmeat.InfactIwasbulliedinto

swimming.ItwaseitherIchangeinto

theshortsandvestthatheborrowedme

orIwasgoingtobethrownintothepool

withmyformalwear.Sochanginginto

hisshortwillinglyseemedlikethebest

option.Bestdecisionever.

Icanconfirm itforyouguys,therumors

youheardaboutZulumanandtheirlove

formeatistrue.Ihavenevereatenso

muchmeatinmylifeyoo,therewas

beef,chickenandpork.Youcouldswear

thatwewerebraaingformanypeople

kanteitwasjustthetwoofus.Thegood



thingisthatIwon’thavetocookwhenI

gethomesinceIam homealone.

Phumla“Thankyouforspendingyour

afternoonwithmezakwami,Ireally

enjoyedmyself”

Me:“Ienjoyedmyselftoo,thankyoufor

comingtomyrescuetoday.Idon’tknow

whatIwouldhavedoneifyouhadnot

beenthere”

Wearesittinginhiscar,parkedoutside

mygateat08:30atnight.Itwasnot

easyleavinghishousebecausehedid

notwantmeto.Iwasalsohavingfun

withhim butasleepoverwasoutofthe



question.Wearehavingfunand

laughingwhenhisphonerings.Idon’t

knowwhathappenedbutafterseeing

thecalleridPhumla’smoodtookadive.

Irefrainedfrom askingwhowascalling

becauseit’sreallynoneofmybusiness.

Phumla:“Ulalekahleyezwa”hesays

beforekissingmyrightcheek.Iguess

thathiswayofsayingheneedstogo.

Me:“GoodnightPhumla”

Heopensthedoorformeandpullsme

inforatighthug.Iknowyouguysare

tiredofbeingremindedofhowgoodhe

smellsbutguys,thismansmellslike

heavenandIam obsessedwithhiscent.



Ipulloutofthehugandmakemywayto

thehouse.Iseehim driveoffassoonas

Iwalkinsidethegate.Iam verytiredallI

neednowistocallmydaughterandgo

tosleep.

*****************************************

**

Phumlani

IwashavingagreattimewithmyPedi

queenuntilIreceivedacallfrom Sbu

again.Itoldhim countlesstimesthatI

wantnothingtodowithhim.NgaphaSy

isalsobeggingmetohearhim out.Syis

blindedbyhisloveformoney.Ireally



don’twantanythingtodowiththeir

shenanigans.Imadeavowtomyself

nottofindmyselfbackinprisonagain

andIam notabouttobreakit.Sbuis

rightaboutonethingImadealotof

moneybutInearlylostitall.Whatwas

theuseofhavingallthatmoneyifIwas

notabletospendit?Yes,Imissthe

adrenalinandthrillofitallbutIam

tryingtobettermylife.Letmecallita

night,Ireallyneedtorest.

(Thefollowingday)

Iwokeupat05:00anddidanhouron

thetreadmill,fewpushupsandfewlaps

inthepool.Nowmydaycanstart.Itook

ashower,gotdressedandmademy



waytothekitchentoblendasmoothie.I

tookmycarkeys,cellphonewalletand

laptopandmademywayout.

Her:“NtateZungu”shesaysanswering

herphone.

Me:“Zakwamidoyouneedmetocome

andcollectyoutoday?”

Rori:“No,thankyousir,taxisarebackon

route”

Me:“youknowIdon’tmindright,plusI

gettospendmoretimewithyou”

Rori:“Iknowyoudon’tmindPhumla,but

Iam sortedthanks”

Me:“Ohkge,joinmeforlunch,inmy

officethistime.Icoulddowithoutyour

twofriendsaskingme21questions”



Shelaughsandagreestohavelaunch

withmeinmyoffice.

Icouldgetusedtothisyouknow,seeing

myPediqueeneveryday.Idrivetothe

officelistingtothesoundofSjava.U

mamahitsmehardbecauseI

sometimeswonderhowlifewouldhave

turnedoutifshewasstillaliveandI

reallymisshome.Ihaven’tsteppede

magcekenikaManziniinmorethan4

years.IcouldhavegonethereafterI

wasreleasedbutmyfathertoldmelong

timeagothatIam deadtohim andI

shouldconsidermyselfanorphan.I

continuesingingalongtoSjava.



“Intoeng'ythandangekhaya,

Ukuthiekhayaak'ngenwangemali

Nomang'ngasebenzi

Umamaung'thandangenkani

Nomaumhlabaungang'shaya

Uzong'thulisaathimtanamiungakhali

Ubukek'ukhatheleawuthingiland'

ukudlababahlalaphansi

Ang'sakhoni,ang'sakhoni,ang'sakhoni

Ngikhumbul'uma

Sebeth'indodaendalakangaka

Ikhalel'umawayo

Thabafwethungekeni-understand

Ndodaendalakangakaikhalela



umawayo

Thabafwethingekeni-understande”

Iam veryemotionalrightnowthinking

aboutmymother.Ijustneedtobury

myselfinworkandnotthinktoomuch.I

walktotheofficeandgreatSindyather

desk.

Me:“Sindy,canIpleasenotbedisturbed

today.TheonlypersonIam willingto

seeisKwenaandonlyifitsimportant

ohk”

Sindy:“NotedSir,butwhataboutyour

meetingwithMissNagelat12:00?”



Me:“Don’tworryaboutit,Iwillask

Kwenatotakeover”

Sindy:“OhkSir,noted”

Imakemywaytomyofficeandburry

untilIam disturbedbyKwenaafterhis

meetingwithNageltogivemefeedback.

**********************

Rorisang

Itisnow12:55andIdecidetopackup

mystuffamakemywaytoPhumla’s

officeacrossthestreet.It’smyfirsttime

hereandIdon’tevenknowwhichfloor



hisofficeisat.

Me:“hi,Iam heretoseeMrZungu”Isay

tothesecuritythatImeetatground

floor.

Him:“Doyouhaveanappointment

mam”hesayssmilingback,IguessIdid

soundlikeIwashereforworkrelated

reasons.

Me:“No,butheisexpectingme”he

handsmeavisitor’sbooktosignand

tellsmetotakealiftto4thfloor.

FewminuteslaterIarriveat4thfloor

andIfindreceptionist.Iwalkovertoher

withasmileandsheismoreserious

thantheguydownstairs.



Me:“hi,Iam heretoseeMrZungu”Isay

withmybrightestsmile

Her:“YoohaiThulanidoesn’tlisten,I

toldhim thatMrZunguwillnotbe

seeinganyonetoday,canyouplease

comebackonTuesdaymam,cozheis

fullybookedonMonday”

IguessThulaniistheguyImeetdown

stairs.“Heisexpectingme”Isaystill

keepingonmysmile.

Her:“unfortunatelymam,heaskedto

haveallhisappointmentfortoday

cancelled,ifit’sanurgentmatterIcan

checkwithMrLekota’sPAiftheycanbe

abletoassistyoufortoday”



Yooohaaiwhatiswithallthisgate

keeping?Howdifficultisitreallytosee

anITspecialist?Luckilyhewalksoutof

theofficewithanotherguy,Iassumeit’s

theboss.Ihavealwaysseenhim around

butwehaven’tbeenformallyintroduced.

TheladyatreceptionandIbothturnour

attentiontothem astheywalkout

laughing.Phumlaseesmeandsmiles,

hewalkstowardsthedeskandpullsme

inforatighthugthatlastlongerthanit

shouldandheisnotevenapologetic

aboutit.

Hisbossisstandingtheregrinning

broadlyandthePAwasjuststanding



there.Iclosemyeyesandtakeinhis

scent,asthishasbecomemynew

hobby.Ipulloutofthehugandhe

kissesmyforeheadandsmile.

Phumla:“YoureallytookyourtimeMa

Mokoena”hesaid,IlookatthePAand

shelooksdownembarrassed.

Me:“Iam sorryZungu,youandIboth

knowhowdifficultbossescanbe,soit

wasnoteasytoleavetheofficebefore

handingoverareport”

Hetakesmyhandandleadsmetohis

office,funnyenoughhisbossalso

followsus.Iguessheisoneofthose



peoplewhodon’tneedaninvitation.

Phumla:“Zakwami.Pleasemeetmy

boss,KwenaLekota”

Me:“NicetomeetyouMrLekota”Isay

asIextendmyarm forahandshake.

Whatdoeshedo?Hepullsmeinfora

briefhug.

Kwena:“Pleasedon’tcallmeMrLekota,

youmakemesoundsoold.Ijustturned

21youknow.JustcallmeKwena,that’s

whateveryonecalledmeanyway.Mr

Lekotawasmyfatherandhisfatherand

greatgrandfatherswhodidnoteven

leavemeanypieceofland.Ifitwasnot

thisthingstsabadimowabonaIwas

goingtochangemysurnamenxustruu.

IwouldgobyKwenaKwena.Phela



Kwenakephoofoloekotsekuduore

whyLacosteeturaso?”

Hooowbakithi,thisman.Iam laughing

sohardthatmystomachhurt.Phumla’s

bossissomethingelse.

Phumla:“EnjoyyourlunchKwenaIwill

catchupwithyouafter2ohk”hesays

pullinghim tothedoor

Kwena:“Itwasnicemeetingyou

Rorisang,Ihopenexttimewemeetit

willbeformorethan2seconds”hesays

beingpulledtothedoor.

Me:“Itwasnicemeetingyoutoo

Kwena”Ishout



Me:“Whatacharacter”Isayshakingmy

headandlaughingassoonasPhumla

closesthedoor.

Phumla:“Imagine,Ihavetoworkwith

him everyday”webothbustintolaugher.

Me:“Yoohaihemademyentireweek,I

guessworkingwithhim islikehavinga

standupcomedianonaspeeddialaway.

Whenyouarestressedbydeadlines,you

justdialhim andyouareguaranteeto

laugh”Isaycontinuingtolaugh.

Phumla:“Don’tmakefunofmyboss,lo

muntuobadalaamabillswami”hesays

laughing.



Iwouldn’tmindworkingwithaclown

likehim,toobadIam stuckwithboMr.

seriousAlexSmith.Wesetupourlunch

atacornertableinhisofficeandeat

whilediscussingcurrentaffairs.The

maintopicbeingMampitsaandBabes

wodumo.Imeanweareallshockedby

theturnofeventsasMampitsaalsolays

chargesofassaultagainstBabes.

IreallyappreciatethestandthatPhumla

istakingonthistopic.Itwarmsmyheart

toknowthathedoesn’tbelieveinhitting

awomannomatterwhatthereason

couldbetodoso.Nowomandeserves

tobebeatenupbyaman,worseofalla

manwhoissupposedtobeher

protectorandpillarofstrength.



Phumlainvitedmeformovieson

SaturdaybutIhadtoturnhim down

becauseofmytripwithThendoto

Venda.HisfacewhenIcorrectedhim

thatThendoisnotaladybutaman,yoo

aretse

[05/04,15:24] :Insert13

Rorisang

TodayisSaturdayandIwokeupearly

becauseIneedtoprepareformytripto

VendawithThendo.Iam notreallysure

aboutthistripIdon’tevenknowwhat

wasIthinkingagreeingtogotoaplaceI



don’tknowwithamanIbarelyknow.My

heartisnolongerontheroadtripandI

couldn’tbringmyselftoletThendo

downespeciallyontheeleventhhour.

It’snow08:15andIam supposedto

meetThendointownat09:00.Iknow

timeisagainstmebecauseIhavenot

yethadbreakfast.Ispendmostofmy

morningstalkingtoOrawhom Imiss

verymuch.Iwishtheywerecoming

backtomorrowbuttheystillhave

anotherweektospendinJohannesburg.

Iam busydishingjungleoatswhena

messagecomesthroughonthephone.

‘Iam outside’thetextreads.Whatdoes

hemeanheisoutside?Iam not

expectinghim,plusheknowsIhavea



triptoVendatoday.Icovertheoats

that’sIhavedishedwithatablecloth

andwalktothegate.

Iseehim leaningagainsthiscar.Heis

wearinglongtrackpants,runningshoes

andasweater.Itakeithewentjogging

anddecidedtopassbymyplace.His

faceishardandallserious.Thisisa

sightofPhumlathatIam notfamiliar

with.Ihaveonlyseenhim laughingand

havingaplayfullook,thishardand

seriouslookisallforeigntome.



Me:“Morning,Iwasnotexpectingtosee

youtoday”Isaysmilingandstanding

nexttohim.

Phumlani:“Morning,areyoureadyto

leave?”hesayswithaserioustone

Me:“Readytoleaveforwhere?”

Phumlani:“Uneskhathisokudlalaneh.

Utheuyaphitoday?”Ilookathim

puzzledwhatisheplayingat.IknowI

toldhim Iam goingtoVendabutwhere



ishegoing?

Me:“HayiPhumla,IknowIsaidIam

goingtoVendabutyouarenotgoing

withus”Isayfoldingmyarm infrontof

mychest.Whatisheplayingat?

HechucklesandlookatmelikeIam

crazy.

Phumla:“IhavenoplanstogotoVenda

mina,getinthecarsihambe”

Me:“Letmegolockthehousefirstge”



Ilefthim standingthereandwentback

tothehouse.Itookmyhandbag,

cellphoneandhousekeys.Imademy

waytothecarafterlockingboththe

houseandthegate.Igotinthe

passengerseatandhedroveoffwithout

sayingaword.Idon’tknowwhatheis

thinkingrightnow.Wearedrivingin

totalsilent.Nowords,nomusicjustthe

soundsofoursilentthought.Iplaya

gameonmyphonejusttoescapefrom

allthistension.AfterawhileIseehim

driveintohisestate.Iwasnoteven

payingattentionofthedirectionswe

weredrivingin.IguessIwasjustnaïve

tothinkthathewoulddropmeoffatthe

MallsothatIcouldwaitforThendo.



ThendosentmeanSMSsayingIshould

lethim knowassoonasIgettotown.

TheagreementwastomeetatKFC

behindLimpopoMallbyLandrossMare

Street.Phumlapullsoffathisdriveway

andgetsoutofthecar.Ifollowwithout

waitingforhim toopenthedoorforme.

Me:“Willyoupleasedropmeoffin

town”Isayassoonaswewalkinthe

house.

Phumla:“Whatdoyouknowaboutthis

guyotherthanhisfirstnameand

surname?”



Me:“notmuchreally”

Phumla:“Sowhydoyouwanttogowith

atotalstranger?Doyouneedattention

thatmuch?”

IkeptquitecozIfeltlikehewas

insultingme,whatdoeshemeandoI

needthatmuchattention.Heleavesme

standinginthemiddleoftheroom and

wentupstairs.IsentThendoanSMS

tellinghim thatIcan’tmakeitanymore.I

makeupsomestoryaboutan

emergencyathome.Hecalls

immediatelyandIdon’tfeellike



answering.InfactIam ashamed,Idon’t

knowwhatIwillsaytohim.Hesentas

SMSsayinghehopestheemergencyI

haveathomegetsresolved.Iam sitting

herealoneandIdon’tknowwhere

Phumlais,Iam bothhungryandangry.

Afterhalfanhourofhim notshowingup

ImademywaytotheKitchenand

preparedasandwichformyself.Idon’t

knowwhatiseatingPhumlayaziand

whathedidistotallywrong.He

kidnappedme,insultedmebysayingI

seekattentionandnowhedisappeared

somewhereinthehouse.

Phumlani:“Ngiyeza”that’sallhesay

answeringhisphonebeforehangingup.



Ihavebeensittinginherealoneforan

hourbeforedecidingtocallhim.Idonot

havetheenergytosearchforhim inthe

house.Hecomesdownwearingablue

shortjean,whitegolft-shirtandwhite

snickers.

Me:“Phimlaninthweweidiragoisnot

fair”IsayassoonasIseehim coming

downthestairs.

Him:“Tellmedoyoureallywanttogoto

VendaoryouwanttogotoVendawith

thisastranger?”



IkeepquitecozIdon’tevenknowwhat

wasIthinkingagreeingtogotoVenda

withThendo.Whatifhekidnappedme

orsomething?

Him:“Let’sgo”hesaysgrabbinghiscar

keys.

Me:“Reyakae?”

Hime:“Uzobona”

Ipickupmybagandphoneandfollow

him tothecar.



************

Phumlaisveryspontaneous,Ican’t

believewearedrivingtoVendaright

now.WhenIrealizedwhereweare

headingtoIwashappyandshockedat

thesametimecozhedidnothavetodo

it.Allhesaidwas“Youwanttogoto

Venda,IwilltakeyouVenda.Iam here

foryouRori,useme.Youwant

somethingaskmeandIwillmove

mountainsifIhavetosothatyoucan

getwhateveritisthatyouwant”.GuysI

thinkthismanjuststolemyheart.Iam



fallingforPhumlaandIpraytoGodthat

thisZulumanwillcatchmeandcarry

mehome.Hometohisheart,aplace

whereIwillbetreasuredandloved.

Phumlaisalsoadventurous.Makingme

trythingsIwouldn’tevendaredream of

doing.Forexampleasweweregoing

throughtheHendrikVerwoerdTunnels,

heparkedthecarbeforegoingthrough

thefirsttunnelandmadeuswalkinto

thetunnels.ThankGodforthewalkpath

madeforpedestrianswewalktothe

othersideofthetunnelbeforewalking

backforthecar.Westoppedinthe

middleofthetunnelonourwaybackto

thecarandhejustpulledmeinfora



passionatekissthatleftmykneesweak.

ItwasaperfectmomentandIam glad

heisherewithmerightnow.Wewent

backforthecaranddrovethroughthe

tunneljoiningotherdriversinhooting

whiledrivingthrough.Idon’tknowwhy

drivershootwhenthedrivethroughthe

tunnelsbutitwasfuntoexperiencethe

wholething.OurfirststopwasPhiphidi

waterfall,breathtakingthat’sallIcan

say.Wetooksomanypictures,poor

Phumlagottiredofmakingposeshe

endedupbeingacameraman.

WeleftPhiphidianddrovetotheRoyal

Gardensforlunch.Vendaissobeautiful

xem.Theplaceisgreenandmajestic



withitshillsandvalleys.Ihavenever

seensomuchgreeninoneplace.There

werefruittreeseverywhere,insideand

outsidepeople’syards.Afterlunchwe

wentforaboatrideattoNandoniDam,I

cansafelysayIam readytogettoknow

myprovincecoztodayIlearnedwehave

somuchtoexplorewithoutleavingthe

boardersofourprovince.Wewereboth

verytiredafterthewholeexperienceand

Phumlabookedusaroom atKhoroni.

WehadtodrivetoThavhanemalltobuy

toiletriesandchangeofclothesfor

tomorrow.



Phumlani:“Roringiyakuthanda,you

maynotknowityetbutIneedyouinmy

life.IfyourememberwhatIwroteonthe

cardthatIsentwiththefirstflowers

thatIsenttoyou,youwouldremember

thatIsaidIdon’tlikewastingmytime

onmeaninglessthings.Ihavewasted

fewyearsofmylifedoingnothingand

rightnowallIwanttodoistospend

everyminutedoingmeaningfulthings

andspendingtimewithpeoplewho

meansalottome.Iwantyoubaby

pleaseletmein,Ipromisetoliveforyou

andguardyourheart.Iwillneverhurt

youintentionallyandyesIhaveapast

andsomethingsIhavedoneinthatpast

youmightnotlike.ButallIneedyouto



knowisIam nolongerthatperson”

Wehavingthisconversationwhile

havingdinnerinthehotelroom.We

bookedtwoseparatebedroomsand

havingdinnerinmyroom.

Me:“Iwanttobewithyouinmylifetoo

Phumla,butIalsoneedyoutoopenup

tomeaboutyourpast.IfeellikeIdon’t

knowyou.Idon’tevenknowifyouhave

anysiblingsornotbecauseyoualways

changethesubjectwheneverIask

aboutyourfamily.Iam willingtomake

usworkbutIneedyoutobeanopen

bookwithmeforexampleIdon’tknow



whatyouweredoingorstayingbefore

movingtoPolokwane”

Phumla:“Iwasinprison”

Me:“huh?”Idon’tthinkIheardhim right.

Phumla:“IsaidIwasinjailbefore

movingtoPolokwane”

Me:“Kekgopelagobethwakemoya”I

saidstandingup

Phumla:“Uyaphi,it’snotsafeoutthere”

heshoutsasIopenthedoorandstep



outoftheroom.Hebetternotfollowme.

[05/04,15:24] :Insert14

Phumlani

Iam goingoutofmywitshere,worried

aboutRorisang.Iknowshedeservedto

knowthetruthbutnowIfeellikeitwas

toosoon.Iwishshedidnotrunoff,she

shouldhaveatleastkickedmeoutofher

room becausenowIam worriedabout

her.Whatifsomethinghappenedtoher,

Ican’tevencallhersinceshelefther

phonebehind.Iwenttothecasino,the

restaurantandreceptionareatolookfor

herwithnosuccess.



Iam nowsittingheredrinkingmy

secondglassofwhisky.Ihavealways

knownthatmypastwillcomebackto

troublemebutIdidnotknowitwould

bethissoon.IdoubtIam evenprepared

tolethergo,Iloveher.Shestolemy

hearttheminuteIlaidmyeyesonher.

Mybodyistiredbutmymindandheart

wouldnotallowmetosleep.It’sbeen2

hoursalreadyandsheisstillnotback.I

couldhavechasedafterherbutI

thoughtsheneededtodigestwhatIjust

sharedwithher.Iam broughtbackbya

softknockonthedoor.Itakeadeep

breathandmakeasmallernyanaprayer



thankGod.Iopenthedoorandfindmy

Pediqueenontheotherside.

Her:“Iam sorryIranoutearlierIjust

neededtodigestwhatyoutoldme”she

saysassoonasshewalksin.

Iam gladthatsheisbacksafeand

unharmediam notevengoingtoask

whereshewas.Iam verynervousright

now.Idon’tknowwhattoexpect.My

biggestfearislosingherbeforeweeven

gettobetogether.

Me:sight“Sosimekuphi?”



Rori:“IthoughtaboutwhatisitthatI

wantandneed.IaskedmyselfifIcan

overlookyourpastandthefactthatyou

didsometimeinprison.Ithoughtabout

mychild,whatwouldbebestforher…”

Allthistime,Ihearallthatsheissaying

andIguesssheisnotcomfortablewith

herchildbeingaroundaformerconvict.

Rori:“LikeyousaidPhumla,thisisyour

pastandweallhaveapast.Forsome

it’sdarkerbutthatshouldn’tmatter.

Whatmattersiswhoyouarenow.Ifwe

giveuponeveryonewhogoestojail



therewon’tbeaneedforourjustice

system totryandhavethenreformed.I

onlyhaveonequestionthoughactually

makethat2”

Me:“Ohk,buza”

Rori:“Whatwereyouinforandhowlong

wasthesentence?”

Ifthiswasanyothermomentbelieveme,

IwouldjokeandsaymurderbutIguess

thisisnotoneofthosetimes.Iam not

yetoutofthewoods,butIpraythatin

thenearfuturesheandIcanbeableto

jokeaboutit.



Me:“Iwassentencedforhackingintoa

banksystem andmysentencewasfor

25yearsbutonlyservedfourwhenmy

verdictwasreversedduetosomenew

evidencethatstrengthenedmycase”

Rori:“Soyouwerenottheonewho

hackedintothebanksystem?”

Me:“Notonthatparticulardayin

question,no”Iam planningtobeas

openasIpossiblycanbewithher.

Rori:“Iam lost”



Me:sighing“IwasworkingforanIT

companywhereIwasemployedtohack

intoothercompanysystemsto

diagnosetheirweakness.Afterwe

diagnosedtheirweaknesseswewould

developasystem forthosecompanies

toprotectthem from hackers.So

hackingintosystemsismyspecialty.So

whenmymotherwasdiagnosedwith

cervicalcancer,my4friendsandIcame

withaplanusemyskillstogetfundsfor

hermedicaltreatment.Iwasdesperate

atthetimebecausemymotherwasnot

onanymedicalaidandaddingheron

mineatthattimewasnotanoption

becausehersicknesswasnotgoingto



becoveredforthenexttwelvemonths

becauseofwaitingperiods.SoIused

myhackingskillstohackintobanks,a

friendofminewhoisanaccountant

usedhisskillstowashthemoneyusing

ourotherfriend’sbusinesses.Itall

workedandIwasabletopaymy

mother’smedicalbillsuntilshepassed

away2yearslater”

Rori:“Sodidyoustopafteryour

mother’spassing”

Me:“No,wedidn’t.Wecontinuedto

hackandstealmoney.Iguesswewere

justusedtoitandthemoneyalso



motivatedus”

Rori:“Sohowdidyougetcaught?”

Me:“Afriendofminewhoisthe

accountantbecamegreedybecausehe

hadtofeedalifestyleofdrugs,fastcars

andslayqueens.Sohetookmylaptop

whenIwasnothomeandusedthe

system tohackintoabankwithout

shieldingtheIPaddresssothatwhen

it’straceditwillleadthetracerto10

differentlocationswhichdoesn’tinclude

theactualaddress.Sowhenitwas

traceditleadtheinvestigatorstomy

doorstepandthenatureofmyjobdid



notdomefavorbecauseit’s

demonstratedmyabilitytohackinto

systems”

Rori:“Sowhatevidenceexonerated

you?”

Me:“IneverpleadguiltyincourtcozI

wasn’tandnofundsstolenwerefound

inanyofmybankaccountsand

investments.Butthebiggestthingthat

playedarolewasathrowbackThursday

videothatwaspostedbyacoupleofthe

daythemanproposedtohisgirlfriendat

thebeach”



Rori:“How?”

Me:“IntheVideo,Icouldbeseen

walkingwithmythengirlfriendatthe

beachatthetimeanddayIwas

supposedlyhackingintothebank.Itwas

actuallyspottedmyfriendSimonwhois

alawyeronFacebookandheforcedthe

statetoreopenthecase.Withthenew

evidenceIwasvindicatedandreleased”

Rori:“Yoo,itsoundslikeamovie”

Me:“Wellit’sastoryofmylife”



Rori:“Sowhydidn’tyouturninyour

friend,theonewhousedyourlaptopto

hackthesystem”

Me:“It’sallaboutloyaltyandacodethat

wehad.Ifonegetscaughttheygodown

alone.Thosewhoareoutsidewould

thenberesponsibleforhisbusiness

interestandtakingcareofhisfamily”

Rori:“Canyoustillhackintosystems

anddoyoustilldoit?”

Me:“Icanhackintoanysystem butI

don’tdoit.Iusedmyfundstobuyinto

theITCompanythatwasonthevergeof



closingdownanddecidedtomoveto

Polokwanetostartafreshandrunmy

businesslegally”

Rori:“Soyouownthecompany,youare

notjustanemployee?”

Me:“YesIownthecompany,actually

KwenaandIown50%each"

Rori:"Wouldyoueverhackintomy

laptoporphone?"

Me:"notunlessyouareindanger,i

respectyourprivacyandimeanit"



Rori:“Ohk,Iam gladyouwerenot

chargedformurderorrapeorhuman

trafficking.Iam notsureifIwouldhave

beenabletolookpastthose.Ihavea

childthatIneedtothinkaboutinevery

decisionImake”shesaysyarning.We

arebothtiredanditsnowmidnight.

Me:“Youaretiredzakwami,let’scallit

anightandwecancontinuethis

conversationtomorrow”Isaystanding

up.

Rori:“couldyoupleasecuddlemeuntilI

fallasleep”



Itmademereallyhappytohearherask

methatquestion.Ikickedoffmyshoes

andtookofmyclothesuntilIwasleft

withavestandboxershorts.Shewent

tothebathroom tochangeintohernight

gown.

Me:“Iwillleaveassoonasyoufall

asleepok.SweetdreamsmyPedi

queen”Isaykissingthetopofherhead.

Rori:shegiggles“GoodnightmyZulu

king”



Myheartjumpedforjoyhearinghersay

that.ThetriptoVendafinallyyields

somepositiveresults.Theonlything

unbearableaboutthisplaceistheheat,

wehadtosleepontopoftheblanket

withanairconon.
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ItsFridaytoday,5dayssinceourtripto

VendawherePhumlaandImadeour

relationshipofficial.Theweekhasbeen

hecticforbothofusmakingitdifficult

tospendmoretimetogether.Ihada

deadlinetoproduceaproposalby



ThursdayandPhumlahasbeentraining

lecturersatCapricornCollegeonthe

softwarethathiscompanydeveloped

forthem from Monday.Theonlytime

wewouldseeeachotherwasinthe

morningwhenhewouldcollectmefrom

home.Sotomakeupfornotseeing

muchofeachotherIam spendingthe

nightathishousetodayandtomorrow

sincebothmyparentsanddaughterare

comingbackonSunday.

Iam busyonmylaptopwhenThalitha

walksintomyofficeholdingabunchof

redroses.



Thalitha:“Girlaren’tyoujustlucky?I

havebeenwithmymothofor4years

now,notevenoncedidIreceiveflowers”

shesayshandingmetheroses.

Me:Smiling“Argmaybeyourmotho

knowthatyouwouldappreciateother

thingsbetterthanflowers”

Thalitha:“Youarerighthey,whatwouldI

dowithflowersmara?Ipreferboma

airtime,bodidataordijosoora

shoppingspreenyana”webothlaugh

aboutit.

Thalithawasveryhappytohearthat



PhumlaandIarenowanitem,pityI

can’tsaythesayaboutTebogo.Thalitha

saidImustjustdomeandforgetabout

her,andthat’sjustwhatIhavedecided

todo.

Thalitha:“Sodidyoufindahelper?”

Me:“No,Ididnotfindahelper,Ifounda

houseexecutive”Isaidlaughing.

Thalitha:“Isthatwhattheyarecalled

now?Houseexecutives?”

Me:“That’swhatIchoosetocallthem”



Thalitha:“Yoonnaifomphasuchanice

tittleyoubetterbegivingmenicemoney

too”shesayslaughing.

OraandIarefinallymovingintoourown

spacenextweekend.Therenovations

aredoneandIcollectedmykeys

yesterday.Istillneedtobuyfurniture

andfindtransportforOratoschool.

Thalitha:“Enjoyyourweekendboo,Iwill

seeyouonMondayneh”

Me:“Enjoyyourweekendtooanddrive



safe.StopbeingaSchumacheronthe

road”

Thalitha:“YesMother”shesaysrolling

hereyesbeforelivingmyoffice.

IcallPhumlatofindoutifheisbackcoz

Iam readytoleave.Hetellsmetocome

tohisofficeheisjustfinishingoff

something.Ipackmythingsandmake

mywayoutafterlockingmyoffice.

ThankGodhetookmyovernightbackin

themorningwhenhecollectedmeI

wouldn’twantpeopleknowingthatkeya

malunda(sleepingout).Imeetmy

supervisorattheparkinglotreversing.



Him:“DoyouneedaliftRori?”hesays

rollingdownhiswindow

Me:“nothankyouAlex,Iam justgoing

acrossthestreet”

Him:“ohk,butjustsoyouknowIdon’t

likethatfriendofyoursfrom acrossthe

street”

Me:Ichuckle“justsoyouknowheisnot

myfriendbutmyboyfriendandhe

doesn’tlikeyoueitherAlex”.



Heshakeshisheadandrollhiswindow

backupanddrivesoff.Mxm thisone

mustjustgetoverhimselfandbring

backourland.

IcrossoverandwalktoPhumla’soffice

building.Ichoosetowaitforhim down

stairs.Iwilljusttextandlethim know

thatIam here.Hesoonmakeshisway

outoftheliftfollowedbyhissidekick,

Kwena.Heislookingallhotinhisgray3

piecesuite,whiteshirtandbrownshoes.

Iam hypnotizedbyhisscentashe

walksclosertowardsme.Heopenshis

armsandpullsmeinforahug.Asusual

Iclosemyeyesandtakeinhisscent.

KwenaclearshisthroatinprotestandI



pulloutofthehugandhughim too.

Kwena:“Hi,Rori,Iam toldyoudon’t

wanttocomeupstairssoIdecidedto

comedown,hardluckifyouweretrying

toavoidingme”

What?Kwenacanbedramaticshame

Phumla:“WowKwena,justwow”he

saysshakinghishead.

Kwena:“Bekesabolelelewenamorwa”

Ilaugh,thistwoneh.Iwonderhowthey



managetoworktogether.PhumlaisMr.

seriousandKwenaisMr.funnyclown.

Me:“IwasnottryingtoavoidyouKwena,

infactImissedyou”

Phumla:“Nozakwamiyoudidnotmiss

him,don’tlietomakehim feelbetter”

Kwena:laughing“ImissedyoutwoRori,

letmenotkeepyoulovebirdsthen,

pleasedon’tbeastrangerohk”

Me:“IpromiseIwon’t”



Kwenawinksatmeandwalkbacktothe

liftsinging‘Iam sohappy’byPharrell.

PhumlaandIjustlookathim in

amusementbeforehetakesmyhandin

hisandlooksdeepintomyeyes.

Phumla:“Imissedyouandyoursoftlips

baby”hesayspullingmeinforabrief

kiss.

********

Phumla



Wearenowinthehousepreparingtogo

out.Wearegoingtohavedinnerfirst

thenattendsomecomedynight.Iwalk

backtothebedroom andIcanhearthe

showerrunning.Iam temptedtojoinher

butIknowshesaidnosoIdon’twantto

makeheruncomfortable,afterallwe

havethewholeweekendtogether.Iwalk

tothewalkinclosetandpullsoutablue

rippedjean,awhitegolft-shirtandblue

snickersandjacket.Iwalkoutand

freezewhenIseehercomingoutofthe

showerwrappedonlyinatowels.I

swallowhardandtakeadeepbreath.

“Don’tmindme,Iwasjusthereforthe

clothes.Iam goingtoshowerinthe



bathroom nextdoor”Isaytryingnotto

lookather.

Lordknowsit’stakingalotinmenotto

runmyhandsalloverherbodyanddrop

thattowelonthefloor.Imoveoutwhile

shestandsthereallquite.Itakeacold

showercozreallyitsmuchneeded.Iam

temptedtomasturbatewhileinthe

showerbutIfightofftheedge.Afterfew

minutesIam doneandmovetothe

bedroom.Iknockbeforeenteringbut

thereisnoanswer.Iwalkinanempty

room andproceedtotheclosettoput

onmycologneandheaddownstairs.I

findRoriinthekitcheneatinganapple

andIam gladshehasmadeherselfat



home.Sheiswearingbluejeansanda

whitet-shirtwithwhiteall-stars.

Me:“MaybeIshouldalsogoupstairs

andwearwhiteall-stars,thatwaywewill

match100%”

Rori:“Pleasedon’tdothat,youlook

goodinwhatyouarewearing”

Ipullherinforapassionatekissand

sheresponds.Damnsheisdrivingme

crazywithhermoans.Imovemyhands

andsqueezeherassandIcanfeelu

Manzinitryingtobreakloose.Ipullback

andtakeadeepbreath.



Me:“Areyoureadyforafunnightout?”

Rori:“Iam readywhenyouare”

Me:“Asambeke”

Itakethecarkeysandwalletwhileshe

grabsherhandbag.Itakeherhandin

mineandleadhertothecar.Wedriveto

Fussionboutiquefordinnerbeforewe

headofftothecomedynightwhich

startsat08:30.Wearesittingatdinner

andtalkingoverlaugherandfewstolen

kisses.



Me:“sobabywhenam Imeetingthe

princess?”Iasklookingdeepinhereyes

IknowIcaughtheroffguardcozshe

keepsquiteforawhilebeforeanswering

Her:“Phumladon’tyouthinkit’stoo

earlyforyoutobemeetingmy

daughter?”shesaysaftersighing.

Me:“NobabyIdon’tthinkit’stooearly

andIalsodon’tlikethewayyoukeep

saying“Mydaughter”.Iwanttogetto

knowherandforhertoknowmetoo.I



wanttoloveherandbeafathertoher,

butIcan’tdothatfrom adistance

please.Rori,bonaIam heretostayandI

needyoutounderstandthat”

Her:“whodoIintroduceyouastoher?I

haveneverdatedanyoneafterIbrokeup

withherfatherandtheonlymanshe

knowsinherlifeismyfatherand

brothers”

Me:“youintroducemeasmommy’s

specialfriend.Whatdoessheknow

aboutherfather?”

Her:“Nothing,Ihaveneverspokentoher



abouthim andIam notreadyfortheday

shestartsaskingquestionsabouthim,

it’sasubjectthatIliketokeepburied”

Me:“Whoistheguythatbrokeyouthis

badandwhathappenedbetweenthe

twoofyou?”

Her:“Canwepleasenottalkabouthim,

please”shesayswithtearsrunning

downherchicks.Oohdamn,hertears

arebreakingmyheartandfuelingmore

hateandangertowardthisguywho

brokeherlikethis.Istandupandupher

upforahug.



Me:“Doyouwanttogohome?”

Her:“Iwillbefine,IthinkInowneedthat

standupcomedymorethanever”she

saysshakingherheadandwipingoff

hertears.“Iam goingtotheladiesto

cleanupmyface”shesaysforcinga

smile.

Me:“cool,Iwillcalloverthewaiterfor

thebill,sizohambamaubuya”

MyPediqueencomesbackjustasI

finishpayingoffthebill.Wepackupour

thingsandwalktothecarhandinhand.



Me:“BabyIam sorryaboutearlier,Idid

notmeantoupsetyou”Isaysittingin

thecar.Idon’twanttodriveoffuntilI

cleartheair.

Her:“ItsokZungu,thetopicwasbound

tocomeup,Iam justsorrythatIam not

readytotalkabouthim”Whenshecalls

mebymysurnameIknowweareok.I

movemyheadovertogiveherakiss.

Me:“IunderstandMaZungu,butIam

seriousaboutmeetingmydaughter”



Her:“ohkIwillarrangeforyoutwoto

meetsoon”

Me:“thankyou,Iwillneverdisappoint

youmylove,yourheartissafewithme,

allIneedfrom youisforyoutotrust

me”Imeanit,Iwanttospendtherestof

mylifewithherandIwillnever

intentionallybreakherheart.Shesmiles

andnods.IsmileanddriveofftoJack

Botesforsomecomicrelief.Iguesswe

bothneeditafterthehecticweekIhad

andtheconversationthatwejusthad

whichleftherintears.

*somethingforthenight,makingupfor



Friday *
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Wereallyhadfunatthecomedynight.I

don’tknowwhenlastIlaughedsohard.

IlaughedevenharderwhenonePapago

Mashabelacameonstage.Atsome

pointhepickedonPhumlaandmade

him alaughingstock.Iam gladhedid

nottakeoffenceatthejokesashe

joinedinthelaughter.

ImustsayIwouldn’tminddoingitagain



especiallywithPhumla,Ithoughtheis

uptightbutthetruthistheniggerknows

howtohavefun.Canyoubelievethe

niggerwantedustogotoindustrial

chesanyamaafterthecomedywas

done?HaiIcouldn’tkeepupminaIwas

justtired.Ihadtobeghim tocomeback

homeoratleastbringmebackandgo

alone.It’snow11:00andwearejust

walkingintothehouse.

Me:“ThankyouverymuchmyZuluking,

Ireallyhadfun”Isaywrappingmy

handsaroundhisneck,lookingdeepin

hiseyes.



Him:“Thankyouforagreeingtocome

withmemyPediqueens,Ialsohadfun”

Withthatsaid,hekissedthedaylight

outofme.Ifeltmykneesgettingweak

ashistonguedancedinsidemymouth.

NextthingIknow,bothourjacketsandt

-shirtswereonthefloor.Iwasnow

layingonthefloorwithPhumlaontopof

me.

Phumla:“Sthandwasam,wecan’tdo

thishere,comewehaveabedroom

upstairs”hesaidhelpingmeup.

Wewalkupstairsbusytakingoffour



clotheswhiletryingnottobreakthekiss.

Weleavebehindatrailofclothes

leadingtothebedroom.Wedon’teven

careaboutthemesswearemaking,we

areboththirstyforeachother.

Bythetimewereachthebedroom door,

Iam leftwithonlymyblacklacebraand

pantywhilePhumlaisinhisboxers.We

stopbythedoorandgazeintoeach

other’seyeswhicharenowsmallerthan

usual.

“Youaresobeautifulandperfectmy

love,youdon’tknowhowlongIhave

beendreamingofthisday”Phumlasays



withasexyvoice.

Ican’tbringmyselftosayanything,I

wrapmyarmsaroundhisneckwhilehe

picksmeup.Mylegsfollowsandwraps

aroundhiswaistandwecontinue

kissing.Phumlakicksthedoorbehind

meandwalkusintotheroom.Hegently

laidmedownthebedandtakesoffmy

bra.IknowIhaven’thadsexinavery

longtimebutthisrightherefeltreally

good.Phumlaslowlymovesthekissto

myneckandthatalonesentmeoverthe

edge.

Myhandswerealloverhisback,Iwas



losingallsensesandreadytowelcome

him inEden.Theniggerwastalkingtoo

muchtimeandkamoIhaven’tdonethis

inover6years.Ipusheddownhis

boxerswithmyfeetandhishard

membersprangfree.

Helookedintomyeyesandsaid“Ngiya

kuthandaRorisangyezwa”hewhispers.

AllIcoulddowastonod.

Ihelpedhim takeoffmypantiescozI

wasreallyrunningoutofpatience.He

openedasidedrawerandpulledouta

condom.Sh*t,Ihadcompletely

forgottenaboutthat,thankGodhismind



wasstillfunctional.Hepushedhis

memberinsidemyEdenandIwinceda

littlebecauseoftheslightpainIfelt.He

toldmetorelaxandmovedinslowly

untilmywallsexpendedenoughto

accommodatehim.

Hetightenedhisgriponmydreadlocks

andstartedmovinginsideme.He

startedslowlyandthepickedupthe

pace.Iam verygratefulthatweare

aloneinthehousebecausewewere

makingtoomuchnoise.Iwasmoaning

andhewasgroaning.Oooooohlord,I

thinkIreachedmyheightabout3times

beforehepulledmydreadlocksand

bangedintomelikethereisno



tomorrow.ForthefirsttimeeverIsaid

the3wordsentencethathehasbeen

longingtohear.

Ikeptscreaming“ZunguIloveyou,ooo

Phumlakeagorata”.Iwasnowgetting

weakandfailingtokeepupwithhis

pace.Heslammedintomeonelasttime

andgrowledreleasinghissoldersinto

thecondom.Heletgoofmyhairand

laidontopofme.Wewereboth

breathingheavyandneededtocatchour

breath.Afterfewminuteshelookedat

meandsmiled,Ismiledback.Hethen

kissedmebeforewalkingtothe

bathroom,hecamebackwithawet

towelandcleanedmebeforecleaning



himself.

Me:“Kekgopelametsi(canIplease

havewater)”Isayoutofbreath,damnI

soundfunnyrightnow,Iam even

embarrassed.

Him:“comingrightup”hepickedhis

boxesandputthem onbeforegoing

downstairs.Ialsopickedupmypanties

andtookoutasleepingt-shirtandputit

on.Gotintobedandpulledovera

blanket,Phumlacamebackwithtwo

bottlesofwaterandhandedmeone.

Phumla:“sobabyistheresomething



youwanttotellme”hesaidgetting

insidetheblanketandpullingmetolay

myheadonhischest.Ilookedathim

puzzledcozIdon’tknowwhatheison

about.

Phumla:“ohkletmeremindyou‘ZunguI

loveyou,oooPhumlakeagorata’

mmm?”hesaidimitatingmyvoice.I

coveredmyeyescozIhavenever

utteredthosewordstohim beforetoday.

NowthatIam inmyclear-headedmindI

don’tthinkIam braveenoughtorepeat

them.

Phumla:“comeonbaby,thereisno



needtobeembarrassed”hesaid

removingmyhandsfrom myface.I

lookedathim andhejustsmiledatme

“pleasetellmeagain,Iwouldliketohear

youutterthewordsagainmylove.In

factthatwouldmakemynightaperfect

one”

Me:“KeagorataPhumlaniZungu”Isaid

lookingathim andIreallymeantit.Ido

lovehim andIam willingtojumpinto

thedeepwithhim.

Phumla:“Iloveyoutoobaby.IfonlyI

knewthatitonlytakesyoubeing

dickmatizedtosaythose3wordsI



longedtohearsincethefirstdayIsaw

yousittingatNandoswiththose2ladies,

Iwouldhavedickmatizedyouthereand

then”

What?Dickmawhat?HaiKwenais

rubbingoffonmymannxa.Welaugh

andcontinuetalkinguntilIfallIsleepon

hischestandImustsayifthisisa

dream Idon’twanttowakeup,because

forthefirsttimeinalongtimeIam in

loveandIam happy.Phumlamakesme

reallyhappy.

**********************************



Phumlani

Rori:“Babyfetolaphoneyagagoya

rasa”Iam wokenupmyPediqueen

shackingme.

Wemusthavesleptfewhoursagoafter

makinglovetooneanothercountless

times.

Me:“Hello”Ianswerwithoutopeningmy

eyes

Caller:“Iam outside,pleasetellthe

guardtoletusin”



Me:“Letyouinwhere?”

Caller:“letusinyoucomplexao”

Me:“Sh*t,givehim thephone”“Sir,this

isZunguinhouse22pleaseletthem in”

Guard:“OhksirIwillletthem in”

Idropthecallandgetoffthebed.Iwalk

totheclosettotakeapairofsweat

pantsandavestandputthem pn.



Rosi:“Oyakaeboshegoso?”shesays

strugglingtoopenhereyes.Iam busy

puttingonmorningslippers

Me:“Lalababyngiyabuyayezwa”Isay

kissingherforeheadandheadout.

Iam cursingasIgodownstairs,angi

zwisisiukuthiufunanila?Umuntuusuka

njanieKZNazeeLimpopowithout

tellingyoufirst.Mxm Iam reallynot

happyaboutthis.

***********



Rorisang

Iwokeupaloneinbed.Istretchmy

armsandyawn.Mybodyissorefrom

lastnight’smarathon.Phumlakeptme

upuntiltheweehoursofthemorning.I

lookatthewatchonthewallandsee

thatits08:30,Iwonderwhereishe.The

lastthingIrememberwashim telling

metogobacktosleephewillbeback

soon.AllIknowisthathereceivedacall

whichhewasnothappyaboutwhen

someonesaidtheyareatthegate.

Ifinallydecidedtogetupandfixthebed.

Imovedtothebathroom anddidmy



business.Gotdressedinapeachmaxi

dressandsandals.Phumlaisnotback

andIam worriedabouthim.Idecidedto

callhim onlyforhisphonetoringinthe

bedroom,shucks.Idecidetogo

downstairsandpreparesomethingto

eat,Iam famished.

Ifreezebeforereachingthebottom of

thestairswhenIhearafemalevoice

talkingtoachild.IdidnotknowPhumla

hadcompany.Iwonderwhotheyare

sinceIknowhehasnoknownsiblings.I

decidetofollowthevoicesinthe

kitchen,Iam meetbyaverybeautiful

bubblybabygirlalmostthesameage

myOra.



Child:“Hello”

Me:“Hi,whatisyourname?”

Child:“Mbalenhle”

Me:“yournameisasbeautifulasyou”

Shegigglesandrunsbacktothekitchen.

Ifollowherandfindthemotherbusy

preparingbreakfast.Sheistall,lightin

complexionwithabeautifulbodyofa

model.Shehasalongweavewhich

looksveryexpensiveandhermakeupis



onflick.

Me:“goodmorning”

Her:“Hi”

Thentherewasawkwardsilenceinthe

room.Igrabbedanapplefrom thefridge

Idecidetoheadbackupstairs.Phumlani

willfindmetherewhenhegetsback.
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Phumlani



Iam inthestudywithSimonhavinga

veryintenseconversation.Wehave

beenatitsincetheyarrivedintheearly

hoursofthemorning.Wespendthelast

fewhoursarguingaboutmehelping

them withthisonedeal.

Sy:“PleaseManzini,thisisamatterof

lifeanddeath.Youknowwecan’tdo

thiswithoutyou”

Me:“Ifwearegoingtothis,thenwewill

doitmyway”

Iam justtiredofgoingbackandforth

withhim.Iam tiredofhim remindingme



howtheycomethroughformewhenmy

motherwassick.

Sy:“Yourwayitis”

Me:“onemorething,Iam noteven

goingtobeinKZN,Iwilldomypartngi

laeLimpopo”

Sy:“Howwillthatevengoingtowork?”

Me:“Wewillfindaway”

Sy:“OkletmecallSbuandhewilllet

ThamiandXolaniknowthattheplanis



inmotion”

Me:“Anginandabaukuthiwenzani(I

don’tcarewhatyoudo),thisisthelast

timeIam willingtoletyouguysdragme

intosuchthings”

Sy:“NgizwileManzini”(Iheardyou

Manzini)

HetakesouthisphoneanddialSbu

whileputtinghim onloudspeaker.

Sbu:“Mangethe”heanswersthephone

onthe3rdring.



Sy:“weGatsheni,nginoManzinilaand

sikhulumile.......uvumileukusinxedisa

ngenkingayethu”(Gatsheni,Iam with

Manziniandwehavespoken…..he

agreedtohelpuswithourproblem)

Sbu:“AoowngiyabongaGwabini!wena

owacoshaiqathalinenhlabathiwangabe

usalithintitha!Baphephezi!Wena

owakhishwangenoniemgodini!Geda!

Sengwayo!Mhlehlo!.............”(Thank

youGwabini*Therestisclanpraises*)

Me:“stopsuckingupSbusiso,

ungangibizangezithakazelozonke



zakwaZungu,kodwaangikuxolelanga”

(YoucancallmebyallZunguclan

namesbutIhavestillnotforgivenyou).

Isaycuttinghim off.

Hepissesmeoffbecausehealways

landsusintrouble.Syraiseshishands

givingmeaquestioninglook.Iknowhe

spoketomeaboutforgivingSbubutI

am notyetthere.Notwhenhekeeps

draggingusdownwithhisstupidity.

Sbu:“NgiyakuzwaMhlehlo,kodwangiya

bonga”(IhearyouMhlehlo,butstill

thankyou)



Sy:“Gatsheni,pleaseemailallthe

detailstoPhumlaandweshallkeepin

touch”

Sbu:“Consideritdone,nibenelanga

elihle”(haveaniceday)

Me:“Mxm”

Sy:“NaweubenelangaelihleBoya

benyathi”(haveanicedaytoo)hesays

beforehangingupthephone.

Hejustgivesmeadisapprovinglook

whileshakinghishead.



Sy:“YouneedtocutSbusomeslack,he

learnedfrom hismistakesndoda”

Me:“IfonlyhelearnedthefirsttimeI

wenttojail,wewouldnotbeinthis

situationnow”Isaystandingup.

Ihaveheardenoughofthistopic.Idid

notforeseemydaystartingofflikethis.

Theplanwastowakeupbetweenmy

woman’sEdanandenjoysomequality

timewithherwhilepromisingeachother

theworld.ButinsteadIspendthepast

fewhourscoopedupinthisstudy

arguingwithSimon.Wewalkoutofthe



studyandwalktothesittingroom.We

aremeetbyhisdaughterthrowing

herselfatherfather.

Her:“Daddy,wherewereyouImissed

you”

Sy:“Iam sorryMbaliyami(myflower),

daddyhadtotalktounclePhumlani”he

sayspickingherupandhuggingher.He

ticklesherandherlaughterisjustthe

mostbeautifulthingIhaveheard.Itfills

uptheroom andleavemesmiling.

Childrenareablessingindeed,Idon’t

evenunderstandwhysomefathersturn



theirbacksontheirownblood.I

understandthatthingsdon’talways

workoutwiththemotherbutto

abandonyourownbloodispure

stupidity.Ilookattheirinteractionanda

feelingofenvypassesthrough.Ican’t

waittohavesuchabeautiful

relationshipwithOratilwe.Ireallypray

forhertoacceptmemorethanIprayfor

anythingbecauseIunderstandthatshe

isahugepartofhermother.ThewayI

loveRorisang,lovingherchildwillbe

effortlessforme.

Me:“Didmywifecomedownfor

breakfast?”IsaylookingatSy’swife

Dineo



Dineo:“Shedidcomedownbutsheonly

grabbedanapple”shesaysbusy

changingTVchannelswiththeremote

Sy:laughing“Uthewifendoda?Udlisiwe

eLimpoponeh”(Didyousaywifeman?

soyouwerefeedalovepotionin

Limpopo)

Me:“Futhiuthelekanxani,ngidingaIjag

yonke”(Infactshedidnotpourenough,

Ineedthewholejar)Isayshowinghim

themiddlefingerwhilegoingupthe

stairsinreverse.



Hequicklycovershisdaughter’seyeand

shakeshishead.

Sy:“Oyahlanyawena”(Youarecrazy)

**************

Rorisang

Imusthavedozedoff,cozIwakeupto

thesoundofPhumlacallingmewhile

shakingmesoftly.

Me:“Baby?”Isayopeningmyeyes

slowly



Phumla:“YeboSthandwasami”(Yesmy

love)hesaysgettingontopofthebed

andspooningme

Me:“wherewereyou?”

Phumla:“SorryIdisappearedonyou.I

wasinthestudyzakwami”

Me:“Study?Whyareyousucha

workaholic?”

Phumla:“BecauseIwanttogiveyouand

ourdaughteralongwithhersiblingsa



comfortablelife”hesayskissingmy

neck.

Ican’thelpbutgiggle.Trustmy

stomachtogrowlandruinthemoment.

Phumla:“Asambengiyokwenzelaokuya

ethunjini”(ComeIwillprepareyou

somethingtoeat)

IgetupandIsuddenlyrememberthat

thereasonIdidnoteatearlieris

becauseIfoundawomanandchild

busyinthekitchen.



Me:“Whoarethey?”Isayputtingonmy

shoes

Phumla:“Obani?”(Who?)

Me:“thewomanandthechild

downstairs”

Phumla:“oohyoumeanmythirdwife

anddaughterfrom Kzn,don’tworry,they

areonlyhereforamonthnje”

Istoodtherefrozen,andhejustburst

intolaughter.DoesthisniggathinkIam

ajokemara?



Phumla:“youshouldseeyourfaceright

now,readytomurdermeIsee.Iam

jokingsthandwa”hesayslaughing,he

doesn’tknowhowcloseIwastohaving

aheartattack.Heshouldstopplaying

roughmxm.

Phumla:“Doyouremembermyfriend

Simon,theoneItoldyouisalawyer?”

Me:“Yes”

Phumla:“that’shiswifeanddaughter,

youdidnotseehim earliercozhewasin



thestudywithme”

Me:“Ok,Let’sgokeswereketlala”(Iam

hungry)

Wewalkdownstairshandinhandwith

Phumlateasingme.Wewalktothe

kitchenandfindtheshockofourlives.

YouwouldsweartheKitchenwashitby

atsunami.

Phumla:“Shucksbaby,someone

redecoratedyourkitchen”

Me:“Whathappened?”Iam shockedat



thesightbeforemyeyes.

Idon’tthinkwewereeverreadyforthis.

Iam surethemesscanbecleanedup

andthekitchenwillbeaspresentableas

weknowitbutwhoisgoingtocleanall

this?

Phumla:“Ithinkaslayqueenhappened”

hewhispersinmyear.Ican’thelpbut

laughoutloud.

Imovetoopenthepotsthatwereused

tocookandnothinglooksedible,you

canseesomeonewastryingtomakean

omeletbutdismallyfailed,baconis



swimminginwaterinsidethepot

(Maybenotswimmingbutitwasjust

wrongnje)andthesausageisburned.I

don’tevenknowwheretostart.

Phumla:“Letmegotakeaquickshower

andwewillgooutforbreakfastohk”

Inodathim.Wewalktothesittingroom

wherewefindSimonandhisfamily

chillingandwatchingTV.Phumla

introducesmetoSimonandhiswife

Dineo.

Sy:“Ngilambile,kantiakudliwala

ekhayaMakoti?”(Iam hungry,don’twe



eatinthishouseMakoti?)Heasksme

withasmile.

Phumla:“Sheisnotyourmaid,uno

mfazi(Youhaveawife).Anywayweare

goingoutforbreakfastonlyMbaliis

welcomedtojoinus”

Sy:“Silambilenjenathi(Butwearealso

hungry)”hesaysshrugginghis

shouldersandmovinghishandsslightly

up.

Phumla:“youknowwherethekitchenis”

hesayswalkingupstairs.



Sy:movesclosertome“Makoti,please

talktoyouman,please.Iam tryingto

avoidfoodpoisoninghere”hesays

whisperingsothathiswifedoesn’thear

him.

Me:“Iwilltry”Isaytryingtoholdinmy

laughter.

Iwalkbackupstairs.

[05/04,15:24] :Insert18

Rorisang



TodayisFridayandIhavetakenleave

from worksothatDineoandIcantake

ourlittlegirlsout.Phumlabookedaspa

dayforthefourofusatReconnectday

spa,mommiesanddaughterskindof

thing.OraandIhavebeenspending

mostofourtimewithDineoandMbali,

andwebothenjoytheircompany.Infact

Dineohasbeenspendingmostofher

timeinmyapartment.Shehelpedme

choosefurnitureandassistedmein

decoratingtheplace.Yes,OraandIhave

finallyleftthenestandmovedintoour

ownplace.

Itwasabittermomentformyparents.

TheydidnotunderstandwhyIshould



takeOrawithmebutIcouldn’tleaveher

behind.Iwouldn’tfunctionproperly

withouther.Yessheisahandfulbutshe

ismyresponsibility.Iwasluckytofinda

houseexecutivewhoishandson,Ma

Mavisdoesallthatisexpectedofher

andmore.

IhavegrownfondofDineoandIenjoy

hercompanytoo.Sheisnotshallowlike

ajudgedhertobethefirstdayImeet

herinPhumla’skitchen.Sheisactuallya

sweetlovingpersonwhoisvery

accommodativeandfuntohangwith.

Sheisfuntohangwithtoo.Throughher

Ilearnedthatweshouldnotbetooquick

tojudgeanotherperson.Likethesaying



goes,don’tjudgeabookbyitscover.

Ireallyenjoyedthepasttwoweeksthat

theZwaneswereinLimpopo.

Unfortunatelytheyaregoingbackto

KZNonSundayandIam sureOraandI

willmissDineoandMbaliasmuchas

PhumlawillmissSy.Speakingof

Phumlaniheisnothappythathehas

notmeet‘hisdaughter’yet.Iknowhe

meanswellbutIam justworriedabout

whatwouldhappenifthingsdon’twork

outbetweenus.Icannotdestabilizemy

child’slife.

Ispoketomymotherforadviceandshe



saidthatIam theonewhoknows

Phumlabetter,whatshethinksshould

happenisnotimportant.Ishouldfollow

myheartandinstinctcozthosewould

neverlie.Mymotherhasalwaysbeen

oneofthosepeoplewhosays‘theballis

inyourcourt’sothatwhateverIdecide

isonmenother.

Ora:“MommydoesEnhlehastogoback

toDurban?”

Me:“Yesprincess,shedoes”

Iam busyhelpingherchangefrom her

schooluniform sothatwecangoout



withMbalenhleandDineo.

Ora:“Butwhymommy?”

Me:“BecausetheirlifeisinDurbanand

Mbalineedtogotoschool”

Ora:“Can’tshegotoschoolherewith

me?”

Me:“Nobabyshecan’t”

Ora:“Iam sad,Iam goingtomissher”

shesayssulking.



Me:“Iknowbaby,Iknow”Isayhugging

her.

Iknowsheissulkingrightnowbutthe

soonershelearnsthatpeoplecomeand

gothebetter.Wemayneverbereadyfor

them toleavebutwejustneedtolet

them go.

DineoandMbaliarrivesfewminutes

afterwefinishedgettingready.We

makeourwaytotheSpawithDineo

drivingus.DineoandIarelistingtothe

conversationbetweenthetwo

princessesattheback.



Mbali:“Iam sad,whycan’tyoucome

withustoDurban”

Ora:“BecauseIhaveschool”

Mbali:“Mydadcangetyouintoanother

school”

Ora:“ButIwillmissmymother,why

doesn’tyourdadgetyouaschoolhere”

Mbali:“Daddysayshewouldmissme

andthatwouldmakehim sad”



Ora:“Butyourdadandmom canmove

heretoo”

Mbali:“notheycan’tsilly,mommysays

thisplaceistoohotandthereisno

beachtoswim in”shesaysgiggling

Ora:“Thatmakessense,Iwouldchoose

thebeachtoo”shealsogiggles.

IdirectDineotothespainbetweenthe

eavesdropping.

Wearewelcomedwarmlyandleadtoa

waitingareawhereweareservedwith



drinks.ThekidsandIenjoyingourjuice

whilewewaitandDineoisenjoyingher

champagne.

Dineo:“Soyoudon’tdrinkalcohol”

Me:“No,Idon’t”

Dineo:“Notevenonceawhile?”

Me:“No,notatall”

Dineo:“Why”



Me:“Itrieditonceandneverlikedit”

Dineo:“Youtriedcheapthingslala,stick

withmeandIwillintroduceyoutoreal

stuff”

Me:“Ohnothankyou”

Dineo:“Haike,youaremissingout

******

IfeellikeIcanrunamarathon.Thespa

dateleftmefeelingrejuvenated.Itwas

myfirsttimeataspaanddefinitelynot



mylast.Infactthiswholemommiesand

daughterdatewasneeded.Afterthespa

wewenttomalloftheNorthandhad

lunchatSpurbeforewatchingthemovie

WonderPark.Youcantellbythetittle

whochoosethemovies.Wejustgotout

ofthemoviesandIam sittingonthe

couchwaitingforDineowho

accompaniedthegirlstotheloo.

Him:“Ithoughtthatwasyou”

Ilookupfrom myphonetoseewhoitis

Me:“HiThendo,howareyou?”



Thendo:“notfine”hesaysmakingme

standtogivehim ahug

Me:“Whatwrong?”

Thendo:“Youjustdisappearedonme

andworsepartyoublockedmynumber

again.Ithoughtweweremaking

progressRori.Oneminutewewere

planningaroadtriptoVendanext

minuteIwasblocked”

Iam shockedatwhatheistalkingabout.

Ihaveneverblockedhim sinceI



unblockedhim.Imusthavebeenhaving

networkproblemswhenhewascalling

methat’stheonlyexplanationIcan

thinkof.

Me:“IneverblockedyouThendo,are

yousureyouwerecallingmynumber?”

Dineo:“Wearedonecanweplease

leave,Zwaneisalreadyblowingupmy

phone”shesayssoundingbored.Before

turningherattentiontoThendo“Hi”

Thendo:“Hello,Iguessbeautyrunsin

thefamily”



IjustsmileandDineogiveshim ablank

look

Ora:“Mommycanwepleasegetice

cream beforeweleave?”shesaysas

soonasshestopsinfrontofme.She

musthavebeenrunning.

Thendo:“Rori,Iwillseeyouaroundneh.

Enjoyyoureveningladies”

Me:“ByeThendo”

Wewatchhim walkoff



Dineo:“ungadlalingomlilo(Don’tplay

withfire)Rori”shesayswithraised

eyebrows.

Me:“whatdoyoumean?”

Wearehavingthisconversationwalking

togeticecream forthegirlswhoare

nowrunninginfrontofus”

Dineo:“Letmejustsay,Idon’tknow

PhumlathatwellbutwhatIknowabout

them isthattheyareverypossessive”



Me:“Them who?”

Dineo:“Simonandtherestofhisfriends,

IbetPhumlaislikeallofthem.IfIwere

youIwouldplayfarfrom thatThendo

guy”

Me:“Iam noteveninterestedinThendo

likethat”

Dineo:“Juststayawayandyouwillbe

veryhappyandPhumlawillmakesure

youneverlackanythinginyourlife.But

keepupthisthingofhuggingpeople

wholookatyouthewayThendodoes

andhemaybringyouhellonearth.



TrustmeIhaveseenthem all.Iam not

tryingtoscareyoubutSimononcetold

methatnothingscareshim likeoneof

hisfriendsinlovebecauseheknowsthe

lengththeywouldgoforthatperson.

Worseparttheyhatelosing.”

Iam shockedatDineo’srevelationsbutI

shouldnotworrybecauseIam not

planningtocheatonPhumla,that’sjust

notwhoIam.

Webuyicecream andtakeawayand

makeourwayhome.Iwillnotseethem

tomorrowbecausemyparentsand

brothersarevisitingournewhomefora



littlechillasandbraai.Ireallymissedmy

brothersespeciallyThuso.Plusineed

someadvicefrom him regarding

introducingPhumlatoOra.
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Rorisang.

PhumlaandIhavebeentogetherfora

goodsixmonthsnow.Imustsayithas

beenthebest6monthsofmylife.

ThusoaskedmeifIhadalready

introducedPhumlatoOrabutthetruth

isit’snotaseasyaspeoplethinkitis.

Theworsepartaboutallthisisthat

PhumlathinksIam notseriousabout

him that’swhyIam takingmytimeto

introducethem.



TheworstpartisthatPhumla,turned

oneofhisbedroomsintoOra’sroom

like3monthsago.Hedecoratedand

paintedtheroom withDocMcStuffins’

wallpaperandbedding.Iwasreally

speechless,Ididnotknowwhethertobe

happyofangrybecauseofallthe

pressurethathewasputtingmeunder.I

feltlikewearemovingtoofast,atthis

rateIam wasscaredformydaughter

cozshouldPhumlaandInotworkout,

herlittleheartwillbebroken.

IspoketomymotheragainabouthowI

feltcozIdidnotwanttooffendPhumla.

Mymotherjustsmiledandpulledmein



forahug.ShesaysthatIshouldbe

happythatPhumlawantstobeafather

tomychild.Shesaidthatshehas

alwaysprayedthatIfindloveagain,she

prayedforamanthatwouldloveme

andlovemydaughterashisown.She

nowbelievesGodhasansweredher

prayers.

Apparently,ofallmysiblingsIam the

onemyparentsworryaboutmost.Mom

saidshewasworriedthatIhadgivenup

onloveandIwaspreparedtodiealone.

ShehasnevermetPhumlabutsheis

alreadyafan,apparentlyanymanwho

couldmendmyheartafterThapelo

shattereditintopiecesisablessing



from God.

Aftertalkingtobothmyparentsaboutit

andseekingadvicefrom mybrother,I

finallydecidedthatIam readyforthe

twoofthem tomeet.Ican’tlivein

constantfearofwhatif,andIcan’tkeep

punishingPhumlaforThapelo’sdoings

morethan6yearsago.Sowearehaving

lunchatmyplacetodayandPhumlawill

joinus.Iwillonlyhopeforthebest,

besidesourrelationshiphasbeen

nothingbutabliss.Hemakesmehappy

andtakescareofmyneed.Don’teven

getmestartedabouttheS**,Zunguhas

anappetitefordays.Iam gladmaMavis

isastayinhouseexecutiveorelsethe



sleepoversatPhumla’shousewould

notbeaseasyastheyhavebeen.

Ihavesetupthetableoutsidebythe

lawnattheback.Icookedporkchops,

grilledchicken,gravy,andgreensalad

forme,chipsforOraandphuthufor

Phumla.Truthbetold,Ihavenever

cookedphuthubefore.Ihopeitturned

outohk.Ihadtogotoyoutubefor

instructionsonhowtocookphuthu.I

cookedenoughchipsjustincasethe

phuthupapisamess.

Ora:“Mommy,thereisaknockonthe

door,shouldIgogetit”shecallsout



from thehouse.

Me:“NobabyIam coming”Iyellback.I

lookatthewatchonmywrist,Ifrown

becauseIwasnotexpectinghim forthe

next30minatleast.

Irushtobacktothehousetoattendto

thedoor.Ifreezeafteropeningbecause

thisisthelastpersonIexpectedtosee.

Me:“Whatareyoudoinghere”Isay

standingontheothersideofthebutler

door.

Hechucklesandlooksatmeinshock,

probablybecausehewasnotexpecting

myreaction.

Him:“Wow,IguessIshouldhavecalled



first.ThisisdefinitelynotthereactionI

wasexpecting”

*****************

Phumlani

Istillhave30minutestogettoRori’s

house.IknowIhavebeenpushingfor

hertointroducemetoOrabutrightnow

Iam asnervousashell.Myphonerings

disturbingmefrom mythoughts.

Me:“Mangethe”

Sy:“Howsooncancomehomebafo?”

Me:“ItoldyouIam doingmypartofthe

missioninPolokwane”



Sy:“Manzinithisisnotaboutthe

mission”

Me:“ok,whatisitabout?”

Sy:“Umanziniomkhuluakavukanga

kahle(YourFatherisnotwell),youneed

tocomehomeassoonasyoucan”

Idon’tknowwhattosay,Iam

speechlessrightnow.Idon’tknowhowI

feelaboutmyfather.Whenmymother

fellillhechoosetomarryasecondwife

insteadofcaringformymother.I

becomewhoIbecamebecauseIhadto

comethroughformymother.Iforgave

him forallthatbecausethatwasmy

mother’sdyingwish.However,heturned



hisbackonmewhenIneededhim most.

Heeventestifiedagainstmeincourtas

acharacterwitness.Butnowthatheis

sickIdon’tknowhowIfeel.

Sy:“usekhonaPhumla?”(Areyoustill

there?)

Me:“Howbadisit?”

Sy:“Thedoctorsarenothopeful”

Isigh

Me:“Ngizokwazisa(Iwillletyouknow)”

Sy:“Phumlani,Idon’tneedtoremind

youhowimportantitistofixthingswith

yourfatherbeforeashonelwalilanga(He

passesaway)”



Me:“Iknow”

Sy:“Thesooneryougetherethebetter”

Me:“Kulungile,Ineedtogo,Roriis

waitingforme”

Helaughs

Sy:“Passmygreetingstoher,umtshele

uyathandwakwaZwani(Tellherthe

zwaneslovesher)”

Me:“Fsek”Isaybeforehangingup.

IknowmyfatherandIdon’tseeeyeto

eye,butheistheonlyparentIam left

with.Itpainsmethatinsteadofbeing

thereforeachotheraftermymother’s

passingwewereateachother’sthroats.



ThereissomuchIstillblamehim for

andthefactthatheneverapologized

doesn’tmakethingsbetter.Igrabmy

keys,walletandthegiftIboughtforOra

andmakemywayout.Iknowthecall

from Syleftmymoodsomehowsomber

butIshalltrytoenjoythisday.

*************

Rori:“Iam coming”Ihearhercallout

from theotherside.

Iam standingoutsideherdoorfeeling

verynervous.Itakeinadeepbreathand

exhales.

Sheopensthedoorandstepsoutwhile



closingthedoorbehindher.Mysmile

quicklyvanishesasIseefearorworry

onherface.

Me:“Whatiswrong?”

Shebitesherlowerlipandsays

somethingthatIcan’thearbecauseher

voiceisnotcomingout.Iguesssheis

tryingtowhisper.Igiveheraconfused

lookbecauseIcannotmakeoutexactly

whatsheissaying.Shetakesinadeep

breathandfinallyspeaksout.

Rori:“Wehaveaproblem”

Ilookatherwitheyeswideopened

expectinghertogoon.



Rori:“Mybrotherishere”

Me:“Manje?”(Sowhat?)

Rori:“Hecanbeoverintimidating

sometimes”

Ismileandpackherlips

Me:“Itsexpectedbaby,butIam aman,

youdon’thavetoworryaboutmebeing

intimidatedbyyourbrother”

Shecloseshereyeswhiledeeply

inhalingandexhalingbeforeopeningthe

door.Ifollowherandfindherbrother

sittingonasofawatchingTVwhileOra

sitsonhislaplikeaprincessthatsheis.

Me:“Thobelang”(greetings)Isayinmy

funnyPedipronunciationwithasmile.

Thebrotherjustlooksatmewitha



blankfaceandnods.

Rori:“ButiThusothisisPhumlani,

PhumlathisismybrotherThuso”

Thuso:“RoridoyoumindtakingOraand

givingussomespace?”

ShelooksatmeandInodathertodo

whatherbrotherissaying.

Rori:“Benice”shesaystoherbrother

beforetakingOraandmovingtothe

bedroom.

Itakeasitonasofaadjacenttheone

Thusoissittingon.Hegivesmeacold

stare,Iguessheistryingtointimidate

mebutIam notintimidated.Weare

bothstaringineachother’seyes,Ibreak



theeyecontactjusttomakehim think

hehastheupperhand.Wewillsitinthis

awkwardsilentuntilhebreaksit.Heis

theonewhofeltlikeheneedstotalkto

me,soIshallwaitforhim tospeak.
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Rorisang

Thusohasbeensittingandtalkingwith

Phumlaforover30minutesnow.Iknow

mybrothercanbeoverprotectiveofme

especiallyafterthedarkholeIfeelin

postbreakupwithOra’sfather.Ireally

hopeheisnotgivingPhumlaahard

time.IknowhesaidImustnotbe

worriedabouthim butIcan’thelpbut

worrysinceIknowhowhardheadedmy



Zulukingcanbe.Itriedtoevesdropon

whattheyaretalkingaboutwithno

success,Icanhearthem talkingbut

theyaretalkinglowenoughtomake

surethatIdon’thearthem.

Ora:“Mommywhyarewesittingin

here?”

Isigh

Me:“BecausewewanttogiveTSspace

princess”

Ora:“Somommy,isEnhle’sunclegoing

tobemydaddy?”

Iswallowhardbecausethequestion



caughtmeoffguard.

Me:“Whatdoyoumeanbaby?”

Ora:“ImeanPapahasMamaandthey

areyourmommyanddaddy.AuntDineo

hasUncleSyandtheyareEnhle’s

Mommyanddaddy.Iknowyouhave

Enhle’suncleandyouaremymommy

soIguessthatmakeshim mydaddy”

Myheartisbeatingfast,Iwasnoteven

awarethatOraknowsaboutPhumla

andI.IknowIam wasalwaysdiscreet.



Me:“WhatdoyoumeanIhaveEnhle’s

uncle?Whatdidyousee?”

Shegigglesandhidesherfaceona

pillow.

Me:“Tellmebaby”

Sheliftherheadfrom thepillow

Ora:“Enhletoldmethat’syouandher

unclehasbeenkissinglikethewayher

mommyanddaddykiss”shesays

withoutlookingatme.



Yoothethingsthiskidsshare.Ihave

alwaysbeenworriedandcarefulenough

tohidemyrelationshipfrom OrabutI

neverpayedattentiontoMbali.Ididnot

planontellingherlikethis?Somebody

pleasesavemenow.

Me:“Baby,UnclePhumlaniandIhave

beenspendingtimetogetherandwe

enjoyeachother’scompany.Butthis

doesn’tchangeanythingbetweenforus.

HecameheretomeetyouandIhope

youcanwelcomehim intoourlives.Can

youdothatformeprincess?”

Ora:“OfCouseMommy,Iwantyoutobe



happy”shesayssmilingatme.

Ipullherinforatighthug,myheartisat

easenow,andit’samazinghowmy

childcanbematuredforherage

sometimes.

Ora:“Eeewmommynotonthelips”she

saysprotestingmykiss.

**********

Phumla

Finally,thetalkwiththebrotherisdone

andImustsayImanagedtowinhim



over.IunderstandhisconcernandI

appreciateshim forthat.Iam gladthat

hetooktheinitiativetomeetwithme

andtalkatleastIcansaywenowhave

somesortofunderstanding.Myheart

jumpedforjoywhenOragavemeahug

whentheygotbacktojoinus.Ididnot

understandwhathappeduntilRori

whisperedthatshehadatalkwithher

aboutme.

Wesatoutsideandhadlunchatthe

backwhileholdingalightconversation.

MybabywentalloutandIam happy

thatshetriedtoaccommodatemeby

cookingiphuthu.Tobehonestthe

phuthuwasnotthebestIhaveeverhad,



butIeatitwithasmilebecauseit’sthe

thoughtandtheeffortthatcounts.Her

brotherleftimmediatelyafterlunchand

thatgavemetimetobondwithmy

queenandprincess.

Me:“Baby,Ihavetogohome……inKZN”

Isaylayingonacouch,withherheadon

mychestandmyarmscoveringher

upperbody.OrahasretiredtobedandI

hadthehonorstotuckherin.

Rori:“When?”

Me:“onMondaymorning”

Rori:“Howlongwillyoubegone?”



Me:“Iam notsure,butallIknowisit

won’tbemorethanaweek,Ijustneed

todealwithsomethingathome”

Rori:“isthereaproblem"

Isigh

Me:“Iam toldthatmyfatherisnotwell

andtheDoctorsarenothopefulfora

recovery.ThelasttimeIwaswithhim

wedidnotpartongoodterms.SoIneed

forustotalkthingsthroughsothatwe

canaskeachotherforforgiveness

beforewebothrunoutoftime”



Sheliftherheadandlooksmedeepin

theeye

Rori:“Iam veryproudofyoubaby.I

knowthechallengesyouhadwithyour

fatherandIam happyyouwanttomend

yourrelationshipwhileyoubothstill

havetime”

Me:“Iwishitwasaseasyasyoumakeit

soundyazi”

Rori:“WellIhavefaithinyoumyZulu

Kings”shesayskissingmylips.



Me:“Ilikeitwhenyoucallmethatmy

Pediqueen”

Shelaughs,herlaughissosweetitcan

melteventhecoldestheart.Ilookatthe

timeandrealizeit’slate.

Me:“Ineedtoleave,IguessIwillsee

youtomorrowmylove”

Rori:“Pleasespendthenight”shesays

givingmepuppyeyeslook.Ifonlyshe

knewthatshedoesn’tevenhavetobeg,

cozIwasalwayshopingthatshewould

askmetosleepover.



Me:“Sure,asambesiyolala(Let’sgo

sleep)it’slate”Isaypickingherupand

carryinghertothebedroom.

Tonightisthenightwegonnahavea

goodnight…..

***************

Phumla

Thesightbeforemyeyesbreaksmy

heart.Myfatherhasalwaysbeena

powerfulman,seeingsoweakand

fragilerippedsomethinginsideofme.

Thedoctorstoldmethathisliveris



damagedandhedoesn’tqualifytobeon

thetransplantlistbecauseofhisage.

Apparentlyhebecameaheavydrinker

afterIwenttojail.

Iam sittingbyhisbedsideandregret

notfixingthingsupwithhim assoonas

Igotoutofprison.IwastedtimethatI

couldhavespentwithhim resentinghim

andnowthatIam runningoutoftime

thereisnothingIcando.Iknowhehurt

mebutIalsobrokehisheart.Iask

myselfwhatkindofasondidIbecame

thatIletmyegoandpridegetintheway

offixingmyrelationshipwithmyown

parent.



Ihavebeenathomeforthepast2

weeksandhisconditiondeterioratesby

theday.Wemanagedtocommunicate

andIhavefinallyforgivenhim,even

thoughhehasnotapologizedtome.I

knowthathispridedoesn’tallowhim to.

Itoldhim abouthowIfeltandwhyI

turnedbybackonhim,Iapologizedfor

allthewrongsIhavedoneandIam

happytosayhehasforgivenme.Rori

wasveryunderstandingwhenItoldherI

havetobeherelongerthananticipated.

Ispeaktoherandourprincessasmuch

asIcanandskypeeverynight.IknowI

needahugfrom hernowmorethanever.



Him:“Ngi…..yabo….ngando…da…na

(Thankyouson)”hesaysinaweak

voice."ungakhohlwiukumufuna(Dont

forgettofindhima"

Isqueezehishandandnod,Ican’tbring

myselftospeakbecauseImightjust

breakdown.Iwastaughtthataman

doesn’tcrybutgoingthroughthiswith

myfatherafterIwentthroughthesame

thingwithmymotherisjusttoomuchto

handle.Mydadjusttoldmethathehas

anothersonasoldasiam.hefound

him fewyearsagobutlostcontacts

again.Hislastwishisformetomake

surethatifindhim beforethefuneral

sothathecanburyhisfatherandforus



tohavearelationshipassiblings.

iam spendinghisfinalhoursonearthby

hisbedside.Imanagedtogethisdeath

wishgrantedbythehighcourt.Tonight

thedoctorisgoingtoadministeradrug

thatwillsendhim toeternalsleep.He

wasintoomuchpainandwiththe

evidencethatSypresentedbeforethe

court,thejudgehadnochoicebutto

granthisrequestforeuthanasia.

Isatherewithhim andwatchedasthe

doctoradministeredthedrugthrougha

drip.Icanseehissoulslowlyleavinghis

bodyashebecomesweakerandweaker.



Heaskedforhiswifetobepresent

todaybutshesaidsheisnotstrong

enoughandsinceIam hisonlyson,I

hadtomanup.

Inoticedalonetearfallingfrom hiseye

andIwipeitoff,Ifeelhisfacegetting

coldItakeinadeepbreathandstart

praisinghisclannamesIasIaskthe

ancestorstowelcomehim inthelandof

thedeparted.

Me:“Gwabini!Baphephezi!Geda!

Sengwayo!Mhlehlo!NcwaneManzini!

Hamashe!(Clannames)Lalangoxolo

(Restinpeace)”



[05/04,15:24] :Insert21

Phumla

“Ngathingisahambaemhlabeni

ngahlalelw’ithunalamila.

Njengebalieqhakazanamhla,

Ngakusasaisibunenya.

Ngokunjalokwangizum’ukufa



Ngisemusha,ngiyinganenje;

Kantiqhabo,ngiyaphilafuthi,

Ngishiyil’umzimbawodwala.

Sengiphiweukuhlal’okuhle,

laukufakwahluliwenya;

Sengibong’iNkosiyaphezulu

kanyenengelos’ekhayale.



Ningakhalibazalwanebami,

Sahlukeneumzuzwananje;

Ezulwinisobonanafuthi

Zonk’insiziseziphelenya”Hymn

Thesingingmakesitallreal,todaywe

bidourfinalgoodbyestomyfather.This

wasoneofhisfavoritesongs,itonly

makessensetohaveachoirsingitas

hiscoffingoesdown.Itakealookatmy

stepmotherwhoissittingonmyleft



handsideandallIseeisheartbreakand

pain.Herwailingcancutsthrougha

coldestheart.IturntomyrightandI

catchmybrothersilentlycryingwhile

wipinghistearswiththebackofhis

hands.Itakeinadeepbreathandlook

uptofindmyfriendslookingatmewith

sadness.IknowSytoldmecountless

timethatIneedtocryandletitallout.

Butthehonesttruthisthattheyhas

neverbeentimeformetodothat.

Ihadalottodoinweekleadingtothe

funeral.Ihadtoplanthefuneral,choose

thecasket,followuponallhispolicies,

trackdownmybrotherandmakesure

hecometoKznassoonaspossible.It



wasnotreallyhardtrackingdown,allmy

fatherhadtodowasgivemehisfirst

nameandsurname,andapparently

whenhewasreunitedwithmyfather

fewyearsbackhechangedhissurname

toZungu.Itrackedhim downtoa

placedcalledTaunginNorthWest.

Aftertrackinghim down,hetookleave

from workanddrovetoKznasfastas

possible.Iam gladthatIhavehim

becausehehelpmewithotherfuneral

arrangementsincemyuncleschoose

nottobehelpful.Rorisanghavebeen

mybiggestsupportsystem,shemaynot

havebeenherephysicallybutshewas

thereformeemotionally.Sheeven



drovedownherelastnightwithher

brotherThusoandherfriendThalitajust

toshowsupport.Imanagedtobook

them intoaBnBbutIhavenotseen

them sincewehavebeenverybusy.

Afteralltheburialritesareperformed

wemakeourwayhomeforlunch.Iam

walkingaroundtheyardgreetingand

thankingpeoplefortheirsupport

throughthistoughtime.Iam verytired

andsinceIhaven’tbeenabletoget

enoughsleepduringtheweek,hopefully

Iwillbeabletosleeptonight.

Me:“Thankyouguysforcoming,Ireally



appreciateit”IsaytoThusoand

Thalithawhileshakingtheirhands.

Thuso:“Noneedtothankus,itwasa

greatserviceandapropersentoff”

Me:“exceptIdidnotseemyqueen,I

thoughtshewasherewithyouguys”

Thuso:“Wedidcomewithher,butshe

hadtostaybehindattheBnB”

Me:“Issheok?”Iam reallyworriedcoz

shedidnotsayanythingtome.



Thuso:“NoneedtoworrySbali,itsjust

thatinourcultureawomanisdoesn't

buryherman'sfatherlikeamanwould

notburyhiswoman'smother”

Ismilewithrelief.Iam gladwehadthat

chatdewweeksbackbecausehehas

acceptedandacknowledgedmy

presenceinhissister’slife.

Thalitha:“Butshewilltakeacabto

comeandseeyou”shesayssmiling

Me:“Ohh,Iwillcallandtellhernotto.I

willgoseeherattheBnBplusIneedto

restabit.IknowIwillnotbeabletothat



inthishouse”

Him:“SorrytodisturbyouPhumla,the

unclesarecallingyouinsidefora

meeting”

Itakeadeepbreathandnod.Themost

difficultpartofthefuneralarethe

meetingsthatareheldafter.Thisis

wherepeoplestartdiscussingwhois

goingtokeepwhat.IcanhonestlysayI

am notinthemoodbecauseIknowmy

uncleswanttomakethingsdifficultfor

mystepmothersincetheyhavealways

saidtheydonotrecognizeherasno

lobolawaseverpaidtoherfamily.



Me:“Beforewegopleasemeetmy

futureinlaws,thisisthebrotherThuso

andthefriendThatitha,in-lawsplease

meetmybotherThapeloZungu”Isay

movingmyheadfrom ThepelotoThalita

andThuso.

Theshakehandsandexchange

greetings.

Thapelo:“SowhereistheMakoti?”he

askes

Thuso:“Shehadtostaybehind”



Thapelo:“IguessIwillmeethernext

timeneh”hesayslookingatme.

Me:“Sure,asambebeforeyouruncles

sendsasearchparty”IsaytoThapelo

andturntoThusoandThalitha“IfIdon’t

seeyoubeforeyougetbackIwillsee

youattheBnB”

WesayourgoodbyesandThepeloandI

makeourwaytothehouse.

********



Rorisang

Iam lookingatPhumlawhoissleeping

peacefully.Iam debatingwithmymind

ifIshouldwakehim upornot.It’snow

07:30atnightandIassumehewon’tbe

sleepingover.Hewasnotjokingwhen

hesaidheistiredandneedstorest.He

cametomyroom at15:40andtookoff

hisshoesandclothesandpulledme

intobedsowecancuddle.Onlyfew

minutesintoourconversationandhe

wasgone.



Icouldn’tsleepsoIwatchedhim sleep

andkeptmyselfbusywithsocialmedia

untilIdecidedtoputonmyheadsetand

watchedNapplyeverafteronNetflix.

ThusoandThalithacalledtoletme

knowthatdinnerisreadyandIam

famishedrightnow.Itakealookatthis

hotZulukingofminesleeping

peacefullyandsighalittle.

Iwanttowakehim upsothathecaneat

butIalsoknowthatheneedshisrest

especiallyafterahecticweekhehad.

Onecantellthathisfather’ssickness



andpassinghastakenatollinhim.I

knowheblameshimselffornot

spendingenoughtimewithhim before

hisdeathbutheneedstoforgive

himselfandstartgrievingsothathecan

healproperly.Hisphoneringsbringing

mefrom mythought.Itakeitandlook

atthecallerid,itswrittenManziniT,

maybeit’soneofhisuncles.

Me:“Manzini”Isaysoftlytryingtowake

him upandImustsayit’squitea

struggle.

Phumla:“Baby”hesaysinhissleepy

voicestrugglingtoopenhiseyes.“What



timeisit?”

Me:“19:35,ManziniT,hasbeenblowing

upyourphone.Theymustbeworried

aboutyouathome”

Hechucklesasheisgettinguptorest

hisupperbodybytheheadboard.

Phumla:“worryaboutagrownassman

likeme”hesaystakinghisphone“It’s

mybrotherIneedtocallhim back”

Me:“OhkZungu,Iwillgogetus

somethingtoeatyoumustbevery



hungry”Isayputtingonmyshoes

Phumla:“Pleasemakesurekunetwe

babayaekudleni(Thereissomethinghot

inthefood)”

Me:“Ohklove”Iplaceasoftkissonhis

lipsandmakemywayoutleavinghim

callingbackhisbrother.

IwalktoThalitha’sroom.

Thali:“Iam coming”shecallsoutfrom

theothersideafterfewminutesofme

knocking.“Heygirl,kenengregoemetse



(Wehavebeenwaitingforyou)”she

saysmakingawayformetowalkin.

Ididnotexpecttofindmybrotherhere,I

thoughthewouldbeinhisroom

markingEssaysanddissertationsbut

noheishere.

Me:“AowTSIdidnotexpecttofindyou

here”

Thuso:“Ididnotfeellikeeatingaloneso

IthoughtIshouldjoinThalithabecauseI

knewyouwerewithPhumlani”hesays

strugglingtolookmeintheeye.



Imovemyeyesfrom ThusotoThalitha

whoislookingdownandmovethem

backtomybrothers.

Ichuckleabitandshakemyhead

beforegrabbingfoodforPhumlaandI.

Me:“Mxm”Isaymovingoutoftheroom.

Iam verypissedrightnow.Whateveris

happeningbetweenthosetwobetter

stopnowbeforesomeonegetshurt.I

willtalktothem aboutthistomorrow

becausePhumlaiswaitingformeright



now.

[05/04,15:27] :Insert22.

Rorisang

Phumla:"Rememberwhatwespoke

aboutRori,itsnoneofyourbusiness

andbesidebadala(theyareold

enough)"hesaysholdingonbothmy

shouldersmakingmelookhim inthe

eyes.

Isighandnod.igetwhatheissaying

butIdon'tagreewithwhattheyare

doing.Lastnightwhenigotbacktothe



room,Phumlasowrightthroughme.He

knewthatsomethingwasbotheringme

anditoldhim aboutwhatIsuspectedis

happeningbetweenmybrotherand

friend.

Myproblem isnotthatThusoismy

brotherandThalithaismyfriend.The

problem isthatThalithaisengagedto

bemarriedandmybrotherontheother

handisaplayerwhodoesnotwantto

committoanyrelationship.Someoneis

goingtogethurtandidon'tevenwant

tofindmyselfpickingsides.

Phumla:"Ineedtohearyousayit"



Wearestandingattheparkinglot,

gettingreadytoleaveKZN.

Me:"whateverishappeningbetween

ThusoandThalithaisnoneofmy

businessandishouldnotletitbother

me"Isay.

Phumla:"now,areyousureyohcan't

staybehindandmaybewecangetyoua

flightfortomorrowplusyouhaven't

meetmybrother"

Thisoneisjusttryinghisluck.Heknows



toowellthatsomeofusaren'tbusiness

ownersbutemployeesandassuchwe

can'tdoasweplease.

Me:"ifonlyIwasmyownboss.Iam

surewecanmakearrangementsto

meetmybrotherinlawatalaterstage"

Phumla:"wellthatcanbearrangedyou

know,Imeanbecomingyourownboss.

Wecanalwaysstartaconsulting

companyand............"

HegetcutoffbyThusohittingthehorn,

muchtomyirritationsbecauseIhaveto

beincarformorethan3hourswith



them.Webothturntolookatdirections

ofcarandPhumlasignalsThusathathe

needsjust1moreminute.

Me:"BabyIneedtogobeforemy

transportleavesmebehind"Isay

lookingatthedirectionofthecarand

backatPhumla.

Phumla:"Thatwouldn'tbesuchabad

idea,wecanalwaysgetyouaflightyou

know"hesaysbeforepullingmeinfora

deepkiss.

ImeltinhisarmswishingIwasnot

leavinghim.



Phumla:"IalreadymissyoumyPedi

queen"hesaysagainstmylipsandI

can'thelpbutsmile.

Me:"ImissyoutoomyZulukings,

pleasewrapthingsupfastthissideso

thatyoucancamehomesoon"

Phumla:"IwillbeHOMEbeforeyou

knowitlove.Nowlet’swalktothecar

beforesbarigetspissedcozhewill

definitelypunishmeduringlobola"

Ooowow,heseesafuturewithmethat



heisthinkingaboutwhatcouldtake

placeduringlobalanegotiations.Ialso

noticedthatheplacedanemphasison

thewordhome.Hewalksmetothecar

andopensthefrontdoorformesince

ThalithaissittingatthebackandI

wouldhavepreferredforhertositin

frontandIsitatthebackalone.Phumla

givesmealookthat’ssaysjustgetin,I

thinkheknowwhat’sonmymind.Islide

inandputmysitbelton.Phumlacloses

thedoorandrestsbothhisarmsonthe

windowwhilelookinginside.

Phumla:"Ngibongekakhulusbalinawe

Thalitha,nihambenikahle(Thankyou

verymuchbrotherinlawandyou



Thalitha,travelsafe"

Thuso:"Don’tmentionit,it’sapitywe

hadtodriveforasadeventratherthana

celebration"hesaysshakingPhumla's

hand.

Phumla:"Iam surenexttimeyoucome

herewillbeforacelebration"hethen

turnstolookatme"ngiyakuthanda

yezwa(Iloveyou)"

Ismileandnod,Iam tooembarrassed

tosayIlovehim tooinfrontofmy

brother.Hesmilesbackatmeand

winks.Iguessheunderstoodmy



predicament.Hetakesastepbackand

Thusodrivesoffafterhootingathim.I

am gladIam goinghometomy

daughterbutIam alsosadcozIam

leavingmyheartbehind.

******

Phumla

Istandandwatchthecardrivingoff

withmyheart.Ineedsortthingsasngo

backtoLimpopoassoonaspossible.I

takeoutmyphoneanddialanumber.



Him:"Mhlehlo,whatasurprise"

Me:"Ineedtostartworkingonour

missionassoonastoday.Somy

questionisdowehaveallequipment?"

Him:deepsigh"Eish,areyousureyou

don’tneedmoretimetogrieve,Imean

youjustlaidyourfathertorestizolo

(yesterday)"

Me:chuckling"IfIneedapsychologistI

willmakeanappointmentwithone,now

canyouhavealltheequipmentIneed

todayornot?"



Him:"letmeseewhatIcando,giveme

anhourandIwillgetbacktoyou"

Me:"lalelalaSbu,Iam doingyouafavor

nottheotherwayaroundandIwould

liketoclosethischapterandheadback

toPolokwanesoonerthanlater"

Sbu:"IhearuSyathiudlisiweeLimpopo

(SytellsmeyoufoundloveinLimpopo)"

hesayslaughing.

Me:"USyhasnobusinessdiscussing

mylifewithyou.Iwillbewaitingforyour



callinanhour"Isaybeforehangingup.

It’shardtobelievethatSbuandIwe

onceveryclose.InfactIwascloserto

Sbuthananyoneelsebutallofthat

changed.Iknowheistryingtogetus

backtothatspacewherewewerebut

it’snoteasyforme.Iam notonetohold

agrudgebutIreallycan'tbringmyselfto

forgiveSbu.Idon'twanttoblamehim

foralltheeventsthatfollowedpostmy

convictionsuchaslosingarelationship

withmyfatherbutIkeeponwondering

atthebackofmymindhowmylife

wouldhaveturnedout.Onethingfor

sureIwouldbestuckinaloveless

relationshipwiththatgolddiggingwh**e



Zinzi.Iwouldhavenotmovedto

Limpopoanddefinitelynotmeet

Rorisang.Maybeallthiswasablessing

indisguise.

*****

Me:“Manzini”Isaywalkinginthelounge

Thapelo:“goodmorning,wherehaveyou

been,yourloudunclewaslookingfor

you?”hesayspausingthesoccermatch

onTVtogivemefullattention.

Me:laughing“Naweheisyouruncle”I



sayhittinghim onthebackofhishead

playfullyandtakingasitnexttohim.

Thapelo:Shakinghishead“Damn,ishe

alwaysthatloud?”

Me:“Heisevenworsewhenheisdrunk”

Thapelo:“Maybe,heshouldn’tbe

allowedtodrinkalcoholthen”

Webothlaugh.

Me:“So,tellmemoreaboutyourself,

littlebro”



Thapelo:sighing“well,thereisnothing

muchtotell.Akenampsaakenakatsi(I

havenodependents).Youknowwhat

workIdoandIenjoyitverymuch,Iwas

raisedbyasinglemotherandIhavenot

yetbeenluckyinloveenoughformeto

settledown”

Me:“Iam sorrythatyouhadtogrowup

notknowingyourfather,IwishIknew

aboutyousoonersothatIwouldhave

beenthereandbeabigbrotherthatyou

needed”

Thapelo:“Betterlatethaneverright,



whatmattersisthatwefoundeach

othernowandweshouldbetherefor

oneanother”hesaysshrugginghis

shoulders

Iguessheisright,wecanneverchange

thepast.Thepeoplethatwerewrong

arenolongerlivingsowecan’tdwellon

theirpastmistakes.Allwecandois

moveonanddoourlevelandbethere

foroneanothernomatterwhat.

Me:“LetmegoandtalktoMamcani

(mother)

Thapelo:“Plus,shehasbeenasking



aboutyou.Itseemstheuncleswantsto

chaseherout”hesaysshrugginghis

sholders.

Me:“Bayahlanya(Theyarecrazy),the

failedtocorrectmyfather’swrongs

whenhewasstillaliveandtheywantto

makehersuffernowthatheisgone”I

saystandingup.

It’snosecretthatmyuncleswasto

havethehouseforthemselvessothat

theycansellitoffforaquickbuck.This

ismyfather’shouseandnoonewillbe

sellingit.



********

Him:“PleasedrivesafeladiesandRori

callmewhenyougethomesoIcan

knowyouarebothfineneh”hesays

pullingmeinforahug.

Me:“Sure”

Him:“Areyousureyouareohk?”

Me:“Yes,Iam justtired”

Him:“Iunderstand”hemovesonto

Thalithatogiveherahug.



WearestandingoutsideThuso’shouse.

WedroppedThali’scarhereonFriday

andusedThuso’stoDurbanandnowwe

arecollectingthecarsothatwecan

proceedtoPolokwane.Wehavebeen

hereforthepast2hoursresting

becausewedidnotwanttoriskdriving

toPolokwanewhilewewerestill

fatigued.Iwanttogototheloobefore

wedriveoffbutitseemsIcan’ttrust

this2enoughtoleavethem alonefora

sec.ourbagsarealreadyinthecarand

wearereadytoleave.Wegetinand

Thalistartstheengine

Thuso:“Pleaseremember,don’tdrive

abovespeedlimit”HesaystoThali



whilestandingonhersideofthe

window.

Shejustsmilesandnodathim.She

reversedthecaroutoftheyardandhoot

aswedriveoff.

Me:“Thali,istheresomethingyouwant

totellme?”

Her:“no”shesays

Me:“Ohkdear,justknowthatthegrass

isalwaysgreenerontheotherside.But

assoonasyougettothatsideyou



mightlearnitsallfake”

Her:“Whatdoesthatevenmean?”

Me:“Itmeansdon’tloseyourdiamond

whilechasingglitter,allthatglittersis

notgold”

ShekeepsquietandhandsmeaUSB.I

takeitfrom herhandandshakemy

head.

[05/04,15:27] :Insert23

Phumlani

Me:“Yousaidyouneededmetohack



intoaprivatebank’ssystem,noonesaid

anythingaboutothersgoinginsidethe

physicalbuilding.Whywouldyouleave

suchacrucialinformation?”Ishout.

Sbu:“Whydoyoucare,mmm?Ngi

tshele(Tellme),whydoyoucare?It’s

notlikeyouaretheonewhoneedstogo

intherephysically”heshoutsback

pointingamiddlefingeratme.

Me:Chuckling“Sincewhendoweneed

peopletogoinside?Imeanwehave

donethismanytimesbeforewhathas

changed?”Isaymovingtohisface.



Sbu:“alothaschangedPhumla,you

havebeenoutofthegameforfartoo

long”

Me:“YesIhavebeenoutofthegamefor

fartoolong,butwhosefaultisthatSbu,

huhwhosefault”Isaypokinghim inthe

chest.

SypulledmebackwhileXolaniwas

pullingsbubacktostopusfrom fighting.

Wewereinachaletofagameresort

bookedjustforthejob.Wealwaysmade

surenottohacksystemsinour

respectivehomesincasethesoftware

thatweusetobounceoffthesignalto



preventusfrom beingtracedfails.

Sy:“Wouldyoutwopleasecomethe

fuckdown”

Sbu:“Xolaningiyeke(Letmego)”

Me:“Lethim goXsothatIcanteach

thispieceofshitalesson”Isaytryingto

fightoffSy.

Sbu:“Iam tiredofyourattitudemina

Phumla,Ihavebeenapologizingand

apologizing.Idon’tknowwhatyouwant

from meanymore”



Me:“Iwantyoutogrowupandstop

beingirresponsibleandselfish”Isay

calmly.

Sbu:“Fine,ngikuzwile(Iheardyou)”he

sayswithattitude.

Me:“YouknowwhatIam notgoingto

wastemybreath,Iam outofhere”Isay

walkingaway.

Sbu:“MyekeahambeSy,asizo

mukhotha(Lethim goSy,wewon’tbeg

him)”



Iwalkoutandleavethem arguing.Itake

outmyphoneandcallmyPediQueen.

********

Rorisang

Me:“love”Isaywithahugesmileonmy

faceasifhecanseeme

Phumla:Sighing“Sthandwasam (My

love)”



Hesoundsverydown,hisfather’s

passingmustbeweighingdownonhim

still.

Me:“OohSengwayo”

Helaughs,withhisbeautifullaugh.Ican

alreadyimaginehisperfectwhiteteeth

anddimplesthat’sshowsoffwhenhe

laughs.

Me:“andhelaughs”

Phumla:“Wowthatwasyourplanall

alongwasn’tit?”



Me:“Guiltyascharged,Imeanwhata

girlgattadowhenshemissesherman’s

laughter”

Phumla:“Waitaminute,areyoutryingto

makemeblush”hesayslaughing.

Me:“Well,isitworkingManzini”Isay

backinaplayfulsexymanner.

Phumla:“Ofcauseit’sworking

Sthandwasam,onlybecauseit’syou”

Yaziguysatthispointneh,Iwassmiling



likearetardandbusygigglinglikea

schoolgirl.

Phumla:“Ngiyabongayezwa(Thank

you)”hesaystakingamoreserious

tone.

Me:“Foreng?(Forwhat)”

Phumla:“Forbeingyou(pause),for

beingthereforme(deepbreath,inand

out),forlovingmeevenwhenIdon’tfeel

likeIam worthyourloveandformaking

mewanttobeabettermannotjustfor

myselfbutforyouandourprincess”



Me:“OohManzini,youaremakingmy

eyeswet”

Phumla:Chuckling“Onlytearsofjoy

angithi”

Me:“Iam notsure,Imeanitcanalsobe

becauseyouaremakingmemissyou

more”

Phumla:“Imissyoutoobaby,Iam

comingbackhomesoon.Ngiya

kuthandaMaZungu(Iloveyou)”



Me:“IloveyoutooZungu”

Phumla:“Ihavetogolove,Iwillcallyou

againlater”

Me:“Ohk,later”

Ireallymisshim,IbetIcannever

survivealongdistancerelationship.I

wipeoffmyfaceandtakeadeepbreath

beforegettingbacktowork.

*********

Phumlani



Sy:“Rori?”heaskgettingcloser

Inodathim.Hefollowedmeoutside

andkepthisdistancewhenhenoticedI

wasonthecall.

Sy:“Uya’mthandaneh”(Youdoloveher

neh)

Me:“LikeIhaveneverlovedbefore”

Sy:“Icanseeit.Youareeveninabetter

moodthanbefore”



Igivehim adeathstare,heshouldn’t

darespoilmymood.

Sy:“Areyoureadytogetbackinsideso

thatwecantalkandmaybegettheball

rolling?”

Me:“Whyareyouguysdesperatetodo

this?”

Sy:“RememberIoncetoldyouit’s

betweenlifeanddeath?”

Me:“Yes,butyounevertoldmewhose

life”



Sy:“Isitimportantthough?”

Me:“IfIam goingtoriskmylifeand

haveallyourlivesdependonmethenI

doneedtoknow”

Sy:“UmtanakaSbu(Sbu’schild)”

Me:“uSbuonomtwana?Howold?(Sbu

hasachild?)”Iaskshocked.

Sy:“3yearold”



Me:“Whoisthemother?”

Sy:“Itdoesn’tmatterndoda.What

mattersisthechild’slife”

Iagreewithhim.Itshouldn’tmatterwho

themotheris.ThisisSbu’schildandI

havetodomybesttoassist.

Me:“Soareyougoingtoexplainwhywe

arebreakingintothisprivatebank?”

Sy:takingadeepbreath“Let’sgoinside

andeverythingwillbeexplained.Please,

don’toverreactanddon’tplaythe



blaminggame”

Ijustshrugmyshouldersandwalkback

inside.IfindSbusittingonahighchair

alonedrinkingwhiskyfrom thebottle.

NowthatIhavepaidattentiontohim,I

noticedhowhisfacehasaged,andit

lookslikehehasnothadagoodnight

sleepinawhileandhisbeardarenot

neatlyshaved.HowcouldIhavebeenso

selfishnottonoticeallthatstress

visibleonhisface.Iwalktohim passing

XolaniandThamismokingcigars,then

pauseandlookon,Iam notsureifthey

areworriedthatIam approachingSbu

orrelievedthatIcameback.Wehave

alwayshadeachother’sbacks.Our



brotherhoodwasabondthatnoone

couldbreak,wetrustedeachotherwith

ourlivesandthoseofourlovedones.

Me:“Iam readytohearthewholeplan

andthereasonswhywearebreaking

intoaprivatebank.Let’sstartoffwith

thereason”Isaygrabbingasitnextto

him,Itakeaglassandpourmyselfthe

whiskythatheishaving.

Sbu:lookingdown“Likeyoualwayssay,

Iwasveryselfishandirresponsibleand

…..”

Me:“Nah,youarenotallthatSbu,Ionly



spokeoutofanger.Pleaseforgiveme”I

cuthim off.

Sbu:“Well,it’sthetruthandthistimemy

irresponsibilitylandedmeinhotwater

andplacedthelifeofaninnocentchild

indanger”

Iam notgoingtoallowhim tobeat

himselfupsoIpathim onthebackgive

him timetocontinue.

Sbu:“Istolefrom someone,andthat’s

personwantstomakemepay”



Me:“Whatdidyousteal?”

Sy:“RememberPhumlawedon’tjudge”

heshoutsfrom whereheissitting.

Thetensioninthisroom isveryheavyit

canbreakone’sback.Sbulooksatme

andraisedhiseyebrows.

Me:“Iwon’tjudge”Isaycrossingmy

indexfingers.

Sbu:“Ngim’thatheleumfazi(Itookhis

woman)”heisstilllookingdown.



Sbuhasalwaysbeenaplayerinfactwe

allwereexceptforSy.ButSbuwas

worsethanallofusandhisdrug

problem madethingsworsecozitmade

him braveenoughtogoafterother

people’swoman.

Me:“Girlfriendorwife?”

Sbu:“Wife”

Me:“Whereisshenow?”

Sbu:“Dead,Ithink.Herbodywasnever



found.Shejustdisappearedfrom the

faceoftheearth”

Me:“whoarewedealingwithhere?”

Sbu:“DoyouknowamancalledAggrey

Konje”

Me:“ShouldI?”

SyhandsmeafilewitheverythingIneed

toknowaboutAggrey.Iscanthroughit.

Itsaysherehewasbornandbredin

Malawi.MovedtoSouthAfricawhenhe

was28andsettledhere.Hetradesin



theblackmarketbutownfewlegit

restaurantsasafront.

Me:“Manje,Ufunainieprivatebank?”

(Whatdoeshewantattheprivate

bank?”

Sbu:“Stones”

Huh?

Me:“Asindiamonds?”Isaywhispering

Theyallnod.Whatarewegetting

ourselvesintohere.Thiswasneverpart



oftheplan.

[05/04,15:27] :Insert24(meantfor

Thursday21)

3dayslater

Phumla

Me:“Ihaveturnedoffallthesensors

andcameras,youallhave30minutesto

getinandout?”Isayintoa

communicationdevicethattheyareall

listeninginto.

Iendedupagreeingtodothejob.Itook



adayandassessedalltherisks.We

haveaperfectplaninplace.Weagreed

todothisatnightbecausethebankis

normallyclosedbythen.Aggreyhooked

usupwithaninsidemanfrom the

securitycompanybecausethe

diamondsthatwearesupposedly

stealingarehis.Hewantstoclaim them

from hisinsuranceandmakemore

moneybysellingthem off.Peopleare

alwaysfindingnewwaystoscam the

system.Howdoesapersonplansa

robberyonhimselfjusttoscam offthe

insurancecompany.

Weknowthatthetwoguardswhoare

onnightshifttonightdrinktoomuch



coffeetokeepthemselvesawakeat

night.Wemanagedtomixtheirpowder

milkwithsleepingdrugstoensurethat

theyareknockedout.

Sbu:“Wearein,whichdirectionshould

wego?”

Me:“walkstraightthroughthepassage

andturnleftattheend"

Ihearthem move

Sbu:“sisemyango(weareatthedoor)”

hesaysafterawhile



Me:“Nowlistencarefully,youneedto

breakthekeypaddevicebythedoor”

Sy:“Break?”

Me:“Yebo(Yes)”

Sbu:“Done”

Me:“Whatcolorsofthewiresdoyou

seethere?”

Sbu:“Red,white,greenandblack”



Me:“Shit”

Sy:“Yiniinkinga(Whatiswrong).

Me:“Thosewiresarenotsupposedto

befour.Whichonelooksoutofplace?”

Sbu:“Outofplacehow,theyareallin

differentcolors”heshouts.

Me:“angazi(Idon’tknow).Thosewires

areonlysupposedtobe3,meaningone

ofthem shouldn’tbethere.Lookfor

somethingdifferentaboutthewires,



maybeadirectionofwheretheyare

comingfrom orifonehasasecond

color.Somethingthatcannoteasilybe

noticed.Ineedtoknowsothatwecan

starttodecipherthecode.Timeisnot

onourside”

Sy:“Minaangibonilutho(Idon’tsee

anything)”

Me:“Justfocusguysorallthiswould

havebeenfornothingandbelievemeit

won’tbeeasytodothisagain.Ifwefail

todaykuphelile(Itsover)”

Sbu:“Ohhshit,inganiyami(Myson)”he



criesout.

Me:“Pullyourselftogether,thisisnot

thetimetofallapart,ifyoucan’tfocus

gobackoutsothatXcantakeover”I

shoutathim.“XpleasejoinSyinside

andhelpfindthewire”

Xolani:“Hayi,youknowIam afraidof

heightshowam Isupposedtogetinor

out”

Theguyshadtogetinandoutofthe

buildingthroughtherooftopandwalk

throughventilationshaftstoreachthe

bankvaultsthatwasonthe4thfloor.



Me:“Niuselessyazi,niuselessnonke

(Allofyou).HowdidIallowyoutodrag

meintothis?Justgetoutofthere,there

isnothingIcandofrom whereIam.We

mightaswellabortthewholething”

Iam workedupandthenextthingI

knowIam punchingintoawall.Iclose

myeyesandfocusesonthepainthatI

am feelingonmyknuckles.Icursethe

dayIagreedtoallthismadness.I

shouldhavewalkedaway.

********



Rorisang

Ora:“MommypleasecalluncleLanifor

me”shesayshandingmethephone.

Iam sureyouhavenoticedthatmy

daughterjustlovesshorteningpeople’s

namesinwaysthatonlyshe

understands.TS,TP,EnhleandnowLani

whohappenstobePhumlani.Whenall

ofusshortenhisnametoPhumlashe

wouldrathersayLanithesameasshe

doeswithMbalenhle,wesayMbaliand

sheprefersEnhle.

ItriedcallingPhumla’sphoneforthe



hundredthtimetodayandit’sstillon

voicemail.Iam reallyworriedabouthim

becauseheisnotonetogoAWOL.I

understandthatwearecurrentlyhaving

loadsheddingissuesinthecountrybut

hisphonehasbeenoffthewholeday.

Plusheisatechnosavvyguywithowns

morethanonepowerbank.Iknowit’s

weirdbutsomehowIam notworried

thathemightbecheatingonme.That’s

howmuchItrusthim.

Me:“Hisphoneisoffbaby,wewilltry

againbeforeyougotosleepneh”Isay

pullingherinforahug.



Shejustshrugshershoulders.Iknow

sheisverydisappointed,cozshedoes

thiswhensheis.Wearesnugglingon

herbedtalkingaboutrandom things

sinceweareexperiencingloadshedding.

Me:“HowaboutwecallTP”

Shecontinuesshrugginghershoulders.

Iam nowangryatPhumlanibecausehe

cameintomydaughter’slifeandgotten

herusedtocertainthings.Thingslike

videocallinghereverydayandnowmy

childissadallbecauseofhim.Iknow

hedoesn’thavetodothethingshedoes

forherbutheshouldn’thavemade



promisesthathecan’tkeep.

Me:“Ifeellikeicecream”Isaytryingto

makeherfeelbetter.

Iguessit’sworkingcozshegiggles

Ora:“Metoomamzo(Mother)”

Ijustburstintolaughter,thisdaughter

onmineneh.Shejustknowshowto

manipulateme.Wegetupandputon

ourslippers,Igrabachargedlamp

beforewemakeourwaytothekitchen

forcomforticecream.



Ora:“Mamzo,kekgopelaya(MayI

pleasehave)bananasplit”shesays

Me:“Ohkprincess,howmanyscoops”I

say

Ora:“Just4”shesaysshyly.Sheknows

sheisonlyallowed2scoopsatnight.

*******

Phumlani



Sy:“Iseesomething”hesaysaftera

minute.

Sbu:“whatdoyousee?”

Sy:“Thewhitewirehassomesortofan

engraving,it’snoteasytonoticecozits

smallandtherestofthem havenone”

Ikeepquiet

Sbu:“Phumlapleasesaysomething”

Iclosemyeyesandtakeadeepbreath.I

wanttotellallofthem tofuckoffand



walkawayfrom allthisbutSyhas

alwaysbeengoodtome.

Me:“Cutallthewiresexceptthewhite

one……………….UsethechipthatIgave

youtoandinsertthewires.RedonR,

GreenonGandBlackonW”

Sy:“Done”

Me:“Givemefewsec”Isaypunching

intomycomputer.

Ihearthedooropenontheotherside.I

letoutasighofrelief.



Sy:“Wearein.Sbubringthebackpacks

sothatwecanstartpackingthisshit”

Me:“StartwiththeDiamond.Theyarein

asafetydepositboxnumber105.Then

breakintootherssothattheywon’t

knowwhattherealtargetwas.Iwill

starttransferringmoneyfrom few

accountsassoonasyouareoutof

there”

Thevaultthatwearehittingisfilledwith

safetydepositboxesusedbywealthy

individualstostoretheirmostprecious

valuablessuchasdiamonds,golds,



jewelry,bondsandmoney.

Thami:“Shitguyswehaveaproblem”

Me,SyandSbu:“What”wesayinchorus.

Thami:“Apolicecarjuststoppedbehind

me(pause).Oneofficeriscoming

towardsthecarnow”

Sbu:“Shit,shitshitshit”

Me:“T-man,Ineedyoutobecalm,

pleasethinkofsomethingfast.

Rememberyoudidnotdoanything



wrong.Youarejustparkedthere”

Thami:“Sure,herehecomes”

**seeyouFriday.Enjoyyourholiday

**

[05/04,15:28] :Insert25

Phumla

Iam reallyscaredrightnow.Iam scared

fortheguysthatThamimightnotbe

abletocomeupwithaconvincingstory

forthepoliceofficer.Thamiisthe

getawaycar,hehadtowaitinthecarfor

theguystocomebackanddrivethem

backtothegameresortwhereIam at.



Weareonlyleftwith10minutebefore

thesensorsandthecamerafeedsofthe

bankkicksback.Icanheardifferent

heavybreathingsthroughtheearpiece

andIknowweareallscaredrightnow.I

hearwhatsoundslikeaknockon

Thami’swindow.

Sbu:“Becalm Thami”

Me:“Shhhhh”

Wearealllisteninginasourdevicesare

connectedtoeachothersothatwecan

havea5waycommunication.



Thami:“Eveningsiristhereaproblem?”

hesaysafterrollingdownthewindow

Officer:“Eveningtoyoutoosir.My

partnerandIjustwantedtomakesure

youareohk(Silent).Perhapsyoucan

tellmewhyyouareparkedhereatthis

timeofthenight”

Thami:“Ohhthat,Iwasfeelingalittle

dizzyandIdecidedtoparkontheside”

Iam thinkinggoodjobThamijustkeepit

upandwewillbeoutofthewoodssoon.

Officer:“Whereyoudrinkingsir?”



Thami:“No,Iwasn’tdrinking.It’s

probablythechronicmedicationthatI

tookimmediatelyafterhavingahot

mealnje”

Wow,Thami

isgoodatthinkingonhisfeet.Atthis

pointIam gladit’shim inthecarandnot

someoneelse

Officer:“Wouldyoulikeustodriveyou

homeandensureyoursafetysir”

Thami:“Ohhthatwon’tbenecessary,I

alreadycalledmybrothertocomeand

pickmeupandhehasalreadytakenan

Uber,Iam surehewillbehereany

momentnow.Butthankyouverymuch”



Officer:“Ohksir,wewillwaitupwithyou.

Thesestreetsarenolongerassafeas

theyusedtobe”

Ohfuckmenow.

Officer2:“Smith,weneedtogo.There

aregunshotsreportedintheTownship

behindthehighwayanditseemsweare

theclosestofficerssoweneedto

attendtothat.”Wecanallhearhis

partnershouting.

Smith:“Areyousureyouwillbeohksir”

Thami:“Yes,officer.Iunderstandthat



youcan’tstay,dutycallsIwilljustlock

thedoorsuntilmybrothergetshere”

Smith:“keepsafesir”

Thami:“Godblessyou”(Silent)“theyare

goneguys”hesaystousafterwhat

seemslikeaminuteortwo

Sbu:“Shitthatwastoocloseformy

liking”

Me:“Phumanilaphomanje(Getoutof

therenow)guys.Youhavelessthan7

minutes”

Sy:“Xbereadyforuswearecoming

out”

Xolani:“Cool”



*****

Me:“WhenareyoumeetingthisAggrey

charactertohandoverhisstuff”

wearebackatthechaletofthegame

resort.Wedidnotsleepatallanddown

isabouttobreak.Wearesittingbythe

fireplacedrinkingandsmokingin

celebration.

ThankGodwemanagedtopullthejob.

Itwasn’taneasyonebutwemanaged

togetoutoftherewithmanyvaluable

itemsandmostimportantlyAggrey’s

diamonds.Otherthanthatwehave

about10millionworthofitems,which



includes2Goldbars,jewelryandsome

diamondsthatdidnotbelongtoAggrey

ontoponthe23millionthatImanaged

totransferfrom differentaccountstoan

untraceableoffshoreaccount.

Sbu:“Hewillbehereat09:00inthe

morning”

Me:“It’sagoodthingIam notplanning

tomeethim,Iwillbelonggonebythen”

Isaystandingup.

Sy:“Manjeuyaphi(Nowwhereareyou

going)?”

Theyarealllookingatmewiththeir

eyebrowsraised.Didtheyreallyexpect



metostay?Mytaskhereisdone,I

helpedthem withtheironemissionand

that’swhereitendsforme.Ihavebeen

herelongerthanIplannedbeandit’s

timeformetogobacktomynormallife.

Me:“Iam goingtocallthepilotandlet

him knowIam onthewaybeforetaking

ashowerandthenIam outofhere”

Sbu:“Limpopo?”

Me:“Yes,it’sabouttimeIgetmylife

backtonormal”Isaynoddingand

walkingoff.

Sbu:“Wow,hejustsaidourlivesarenot

normal”Ihearthem talkingasI

disappearfrom theirsight.



Iwalktomyroom andtakeoffmy

clothesbeforesteppingintotheshower.

Iadjustthewatertoamildtohot

temperature,Ibalancemylefthandon

thewallinfrontonmeandallowthe

watertohitmyshouldersandthenmy

back.Iclosemyeyesandthinkof

yesterday’seventsthattookplace.Inow

realizethatIwasveryselfish.Ifanything

hadgonewrongIwouldhavebroken

RoriandOra’sheartsandcomplicated

theirlives.Iam soondonebathing.Ipull

bluesweatpants,awhitet-shitand

someslippersandputthem on.Iwant

tobecomfortableontheroad.



Me:“Syyouhavemyaccountdetails,I

expecttoreceivemyshareassoonasX

managestofencetheproductsandSbu

washesallthemoney”Isaywalking

backtotheroom strappingmybagwith

clothesonmysholder.

Thami:“Konjehowmuchisyourshare,

justaskingforafriend”hesaysjokingly.

Me:“YaziT-man,ifyoustopaskingme

stupidquestionsIwillstopgivingyou

stupidanswers”Ialsosayjokingly

Xolani:“Ontherealthough,umuntu

oyedwaotholamalini?(Howmuchare

wegettingeach?)”

Sbu:“About4.6mil”

Xolani:“Ohksowetookallthatriskfor



just4,6million?”

Sy:“No,wetooktherisktosavealifeof

achildwhichispricelessandthe4.6mil

isjustabonus”

Ilookatthem havingadebateoverthis.

It’salwayslikethisafterpullingajob,I

guessasmuchasthingshavechanged

theyhaveremainedthesame.Igrabmy

carkeysandwalletandwalkoffleaving

them toargue.It’sagoodthingbecause

theywouldhavegivenmelong

speechesbeforelettingmego.

********

Rori



Iopenmyeyesandscantheroom thatI

am inbecauseit’sclearlynotmine,then

IrememberedthatIsleptinOra’sroom.

Aftereatingicecream wecamebackto

herroom andcuddled.Imusthave

fallenasleepinherbedwhiletryingto

gethertosleep.

Igetupandlookaroundtheroom for

herbutshewasnowheretobefound,

notevenintheensuite.Iassumeshe

decidedtogowatchcartoonsinthe

sittingroom.Igetoutoftheroom but

stoppedwhenIheardamalevoicein

thehouseandOragiggling.Ifollowed

thevoicestothekitchenwithmyheart

skippingabeat.Oraknowsbetterthan



toletanyoneintothehousewithoutmy

permissionandespeciallywhen

maMavisisnotaround.

Ipickupmypaceandstridetothe

kitchenonlytostopatthedoor

surprisedastowhom Ifindbusywith

Ora.Hehashisbackonme,busymixing

thingsonthekitchencounternextto

whereOraisseated.Idrooloverhis

broadshouldersandperfectlybuild

body.It’stakingalotinmenottojump

onhim rightnow.Imissedhim badly,

hisscent,touches,warm hugsand

kisses.



Idistractmyselffrom jumpingonhim by

takingalookatmykitchenwhichhas

nowbeenturnedintoamessyplacebut

itdoesn’tevenmatterrightnow.They

aremakingpancakesandbeingplayful.

ThekitchenisfilledbyOra’ssweet

laughterasPhumlathrowsflouronher

faceeverynowandthen.Ileanbythe

wallandsmile,Iam happyathowheis

withmydaughterandhowOraeasily

warmeduptohim.Theyarehavingso

muchfunthattheyareevenobliviousto

mypresence.

Phumla:“Areyousuremommywould

lovethisprincess?”

Ora:“Yes,shelovespancakesbutshe



lovesmemore”

IswearIjustshedatearthere,my

daughterknowsthatIlovehermore.

Phumla:“Iloveyoutooyezwa”hesays

sprinklingsomeflouronherfaceand

shegigglesthrowingherhead

backwards.

Me:“Ihopeyouguysknowswhatyou

aredoingthere”Isaysoftly

Ora:“Mommy,UncleLaniisback”she

saystryingtojumpoffthecounter.

Phumlapicksherupandplacesher



safelyonthefloor.Sherunstomeand

hugsmylegs.Onecan’treallyignoreher

excitement.

Me:“Iseebaby,pleasegoandbrush

yourteeth”Isaybrushingherhear.

Ora:“Ohk”shesaysbeforerunningoff

toherroom.

Phumlamakeshiswaytowardme

flashinghisbeautifulcaptivatingsmile.

Phumla:“Hi”hesaysinalowvoice

beforesoftlyplacingakissonmylips

Me:“Hi”Isayagainsthislips.



Hepullsmeinforawarm hugandIjust

meltinhisarmsandtakeinhisscent.At

thispointIhaveevenforgottenthatI

wenttobedangrywithhim.

Me:“Whendidyougethere?”

Phumla:“Around7:30,andyouwerestill

fastasleepsoIdidnotwanttowake

youup”

Me:“So,youdecidedtomessmy

favoriteroom inthehouse”Isaysmiling

broadly.

Phumla:“onlybecausethebedroom

shouldbeyourfavoriteroom”healready

hashishandsinsidemypajamashirt



playingwithmyleftbreastwhiledeeply

kissingme.

Me:“youareburningyourbreakfast”I

sayafterpullingbackfrom thekiss.

Iam actuallyworriedthatOracouldwalk

inonus.Iwatchhim hurrytoflipthe

pancakeswhileIsettleonahighchair

nexttothekitchenisland,howluckycan

onebe.Tofindamanwhoiswillingto

lovesmychildlikehisownandknows

hiswayinthekitchen.Ireallyappreciate

thefactthatPhumladoesn’tbelievein

patriarchy,heknowsasawomanIhave

moretoofferthanjustbeingbehindthe

stove.
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Aweeklater

Phumlani

Kwena:“Doyouhaveanideawhythese

peoplewanttomeetwithus”

Me:“No”Isayshakingmyhead.

Kwena:“PhelawearejustasmallIT

companyfrom Limpopo………Imean

theyareoneofthebiggestprivate

banksinthecountry.Imagineifwebag

them asaclient”

Me:“Ithinkitsbestwewaitandhear



whattheywant,speculatingwillnot

help”Kwenaisreallynothelpingwithhis

thousandquestions.

Iam ascurioustofindoutwhatthey

wantasheis.Itcameasahuge

surprisedtoreceiveacallfrom their

CEOrequestingameetingwithus.The

factthatIwaspartofateam that

robbedthem aweekagodoesn’tmake

thingsbetteronmyside.Iam just

worriedthattheycouldbecomingto

confrontmeabouthackingandstealing

from them.Buthow?Iknowforafact

thatItookallthenecessarystepsto

makesurethatIwasuntraceable.Iam

suretheyarenotthatgoodsothey



couldn’thavemanagedtodotraceme.

KwenaandIareinalreadyseatedinour

boardroom waitingfortheCEOandthe

headofITfrom thePrivateBank

CompanyknownasSafetybanking

solutions(SBS)tojoinus.Wereceiveda

callfrom them 3daysagoschedulinga

meetingfortoday.

Kwena:“Stopthatplease”hesays

soundingirritated

Me:“sorry”Isaybeforedoinga

breathingexercise.

Iam sonervous,Iwasunconsciously

tappingonthetableinanirritating



manner.

Sindy:“Thiswaygentlemen”shesays

beforeusheringthetwogentlemanfrom

SBS.

TheywalkinbehindSundyandshakes

ourhandsbeforetakingtheirsits.Sindy

makestheintroductionsbeforeshe

takesasitsothatshecancapturethe

minutes.TheCEOisanoldwhitechap

bythenameofMarkThompsonwho

lookslikeheshouldbeenjoyinghis

retirementsomewhereandtheheadof

ITishis50yearoldlookingson,Luke

Thompson.ApparentlySBSisafamily



companythatwasstartedbytheirgreat

grandfatherlongtimeago.Iam not

surprisedtheirsystem wassoeasyto

hack,thesepeoplehereareyourtypical

BBTs(bornbeforetechnology).

ThomsonSnr:“thankyouverymuchfor

makingtimetomeetwithustoday”

Kwena:“WhatcanwedoforyouMr

Thompson?”

ThompsonSnr:“Wewouldliketo

acquiresomeservicesfrom your

company”



Me:“Areyouplanningtochangeyour

software,soyouneedanewIT

companyforthat?”

Snr:“No,westilluseDobbyandGreyfor

softwaredevelopmentandupgrade”

Kwena:“So,wheredowefitin”heask

puzzled.Iguesswebothare.

ThompsonJnr:“Well,Iam notsureif

youhaveheard.Butaweekagowehad

ahackingproblem andmillionswere

lost,somepersonalartifactsofour

clientsweretakenfrom oursafety

boxesand…..”



Me:“Wellsorrytocutyouoff,butit

soundslikeyouhaveasecurityproblem

notasoftwareproblem”

Kwena:“Yes,andwedon’toffersecurity

services.Weonlydevelop,maintainand

upgradesoftware”hesaysbackingme

up.

Snr:“Well,MrZungo,weknowofyour

skillsfrom yourpreviouscompanyand

wewouldliketopayyouforthoseskills”

hesaysaddressingmedirectly



Kwena:“Whatishetalkingabout?”he

askslookingatme.

Me:“Iwilltellyouaboutitlater”Isayto

Kwenabeforeturningmyattentionto

theThompsons“Unfortunately

gentlemanIam nolongerinthatfield”

Snr:“Wearewillingtopay,justname

yourpriceandwewillpay”

Kwena:“CanIpleasehavefewminutes

withmypartnercozIthinkheneedsto

fillmeuponsomethingsinceIam lost”

Kwenasaysstandingup.



TheThompsonsnodsandIstandup

andfollowKwenatohisoffice.

Me:“Sindypleasegetthegentlemen

somethingtodrink”Isaybeforewalking

out.

Kwena:“Sowhatisthatallabout?”he

saysassoonasIgetin

Me:“Well,IwasemployedbyanIT

companycalledHackingsolutionsabout

4yearsagoandmyspecialtywas

hackingintocompanysystems

diagnosetheirweaknessessothatwe

couldimplementsolutionstostrengthen

theirsystemsandprotectthem from



hackers”

Kwena:“wow,that’sjustcoolman”

Me:“Noitsnot”

Kwena:“ButPhumlathosepeopleare

offeringuswhateveramountwewant.

Thatcanbegoodforthecompany”

Me:“Yes,unfortunatelythecompany

doesn’thavetheskillsorlicensethatthe

jobrequires”

Kwena:“But,youdohavetheskills”



Me:“No,Iam notdoingthis”Isay

shakingmyhead

Kwena:“Juststopthinkingabout

yourselfhere.Thinkaboutthecompany”

Me:“Ifthat’sthedirectionyouwantto

takeforthecompany,Isuggestyou

applyforthelicensetohackand

introduceanewdivisionandhiresome

hackerstodothejobbecauseIwillnot

bedoingthat”

Kwena:“Lookweneedthemoneyand

theyareofferingwhateverwewant”he

shouts



Iam shockedrightnow.Whyishe

shoutingatme?Wearedoingwell

financiallyandtheclientsthatwe

managedtobringonboardare

contributingalotintoourcoffers.

Me:“Wehaveenoughmoneynje”Isay

ascalm asIcanbe

Kwena:“Moneycanneverbeenough

especiallyinbusiness”

Me:“Tellyouwhat,Iam willingtoinvest

4hundredthousandintothebusiness

andanother100thousandintoyour

personalaccount.ButIwillneed5%of



yourshares.Thinkaboutitcarefully

becauseIam beingverygenerousright

now”Isaybeforewalkingawayand

banginghisdoorintheprocess.

Kwenadoesn’tunderstand,someskills

aredangerousinthehandsofman.Ifit

waspossibleIwouldreturnthisskillto

whereverIgotitfrom.

******

Rorisang

Me:“comein”Isayliftingmyfacefrom

thelaptoptothedoor.



Hewalksincarryingaboucheofflowers

andapicnicbasket.Haishame,hejust

doesn’tgiveup.

Him:“GooddayMissMokeona”hesays

wearinghisbeautifulsmile

Me:“GooddayMrSioga”

Istanduptoreceivetheflowersand

placethem inavaseafterremovingold

oncethathavebeentheresincelast

week.

Thendo:“IthoughtIshouldjoinyoufor



lunchtoday,Ihopeyoudon’tmind”he

saysshowingmethepicnicbasket.

Me:“WellIwishyouhadcalledfirstyou

know?”Isaypointingathim totakeasit

Him:“Inmydefense,Itriedcallingyour

officelinebutitwasengagedandyou

andIbothknowthatforsomereason

mynumberdoesn’tgothroughonyour

cellphone”

Me:“Shame,myserviceproviderstill

blockedyournumbers”Isaylaughing.

Thendo:“Azwisehisiniadivha(It’snot



funnyyouknow),anywayIam planning

togetanewsim cardtosolveallthat”

Me:“That’sextremedon’tyouthink?”

Thendo:“Notasextremeasmebeing

deniedachancetotalktoyouwhenever

Iwantto”

Me:“ButThendo,youdoknowthatI

haveaboyfriendright?”Ineedtomake

surehe

Thendo:“Zwinothaedzoegai?(So

whereistheproblem?)”Hesayswithhis



eyebrowsraised.

Me:“Iam justsaying,Icannotofferyou

anythingotherthanfriendship”

Thendo:“That’sallIaskMissMokoena,

yourfriendshipandnothingmore”he

sayswithasmile.

Me:“Cool,sowhatarewehaving”Isay

pointingatthepicnicbasketontopof

mytable.

Thendo:“IbroughtsomePasta,chicken

wingsandpizza,Iguesswearespoiled



forchoice”hesaystakingoutthefood

containersandplacingthem onthe

table.

Me:“mmmmm Iwouldlikemesome

pasta”IsayclosingmyeyesandIhear

him chuckling.“Soyoudrovetothemall,

IknowPanarottisdoesn’tdeliver”Isay

takingoutwipersfrom myhandback

Thendo:“NdandinameetingSavanna

wacanceliwandonoswikasonda

decidaorengadzitakeawayandcome

sharewithyou(Ihadameetingin

savannathatwascancelledwhenIwas

alreadythere,soIdecidedtobuy



takeawaysandcomesharewithyou)

Sharingiscaringyouknow”hesays

handingmeacontainerofPastaanda

canofjuice.

Me:“Thankyou”Isayreceivingthefood

Thendo:“Zwiliwaadzilevhuyiwi(We

don’tthankfood)”hesays

Me:“Okthen,kelebogamoreki(Iam

thankingthebuyer)Isaypointingathim

Hechucklesandshakeshishead.Iam

gladThendoandIareonthesamepage



regardingthenatureofourrelationship

becauseIdon’twantcomplicationsin

myliferightnow.

Weenjoyedlunchoveralight

conversation.Hecrackedmeupwith

storiesfrom hisfirstcourtcase.

Apparentlyhewassonervoushekept

sayingnoquestiontoallwitnessesthat

werebroughtforward.Hesaysitwasso

badthattheclienteventuallystoodup

andaskedforthemagistrate’s

permissiontofirehim onthespot.

Whichthemagistrategladlygranted.

Thendo:“Youlaugh,butitwassobadI



wantedtoquitelawthatday.Icouldn’t

evengototheofficeandfacemyboss”

Me:“wow,IwishIwasthereto….”Iam

disturbedbytheknockonthedoor

“comein”Isaytryingtocontainmy

laughter.

Phumla:“oohNgiyaxolisa(Iam sorry),I

didnotknowyouhavecompany.I

thoughitslunchtime”hesayschecking

hiswatch.

Hedoesn’tlookpleasedrightnow.

Thendo:“Ndandindilaniyotuwa(Iwas



onmywayout)”hesaysbeforeturning

tome“Ndikholevhuwatshifhinga

tshanumufunwa,redoamba(thankyou

foryourtimelove,wewilltalk)”hesays

gettingupwithhissmileon.

IjustsmiledbackcozIam speechless,I

meanthisguyjustcalledmelove,

althoughIam thankfulhesaiditin

TshivendawhichPhumladoesn’t

understand.Phumlajustgavehim a

deathstare,Iknowheispissedmoreby

thefactthatThendousesalanguagehe

can’tevenunderstand.

Thendograbshiscarkeys,walletand



thejacketthathehangedonthechair

andwalkstowardsthedoor.Hestopsin

frontofPhumlawhoispurposefully

blockingtheway.Theystandandstare

ateachotherliketwobullsaboutto

fight.Iswallowhardandpraythatthey

couldjustcutitoffandbothleavemy

office.Thereisjusttoomuch

testosteroneintheroom rightnow.

Finally,Phumlachucklesandmoves

givingThendospacetomoveout.At

thismomentintimeIjustknowthatthis

twowillnevergetalong.
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Phumla



Iam sopissedrightnow,butIam

keepingmyemotionsincheck.Iam not

goingtolosemytemperwithher.She

justneedsalittlemoretimetogrow.I

hopeshegrowsfastthoughbecauseI

am notsurehowlongIcankeepmy

cool.Idon’tlikethatguyonebit,heis

fullofhimselfandarrogantasf*ck.

Me:“YourfriendiffullofhimselfandI

don’tlikehim”Isaytakingasit.

Rori:“Wow,Zungu,youbarely

exchangedfivewordswiththemanand

youalreadydon’tlikehim,Gosh”she



saysrollinghereyes.

Me:Ichuckle“Manjeuyadelela(now

youarebeingdisrespectful)Rori”She

knowshowmuchIhateitwhensherolls

hereyesatme.Ifinditdisrespectful

Rori:“Iam sorryZungu”shesaysalmost

whispering.

Ishakemyheadcontinuouslybefore

sighing.

Me:“Canyoupleasecallthedriveand

askhim nottotakePrincessfrom



school,Iwillgofetchher”Isayafter

inspectingmywatch.

Rori:“Areyounotgoingbacktowork?”

Me:“No,Ineedsomepickmeupand

spendingtimewithmyprincesswillsure

liftmyspiritup”

Rori:“MaybeIshouldjoinyouguys”I

seeasmilecreepingonherface,Ialso

noticehowhardshetriestohideit.

Me:“No,youarenotinvited.It’safather

anddaughterdateplusyoujusthadyour



lunchdatefewminutesago”

Rori:“Wowthat’showitis?”

Shetakesherphoneandcallsthedriver

whileIsitandwait

Rori:“Youneedtobetherein15

minutes,areyousureyouwillmanage?”

shesaysafterdroppingthecall.

Me:“ofcourseIwillmanage”Isay

standingupandpullingherinforabrief

kissandahug“Pleaseyekaukungi

delelisangabafana(Stopgivingboys



reasonstodisrespectme)”Iwhisper

softyinherearwhilelickingit,Iknow

howmuchofherweakspotherearis.

Me:“siyazwanaangisho?(We

understandeachotherright?)”Shenods

withoutherbreathingbecomesheavy

andheavier“Youneedtousewordsmy

Pediqueen”Isaylickingherearmore

intensively.Theintentionistomakeher

loosehermindrighthererightnow.

Rori:“Reyakwana(Weunderstandeach

other)”shesaysalmostoutofbreath.

Me:“Good,enjoyyourday.Sizobonana



endlini(Wewillseeeachotherathome”

Isaypullingbackandwalkingtowards

thedoor.

Rori:“JustlikethatManzini”shecries

out

Me:Chuckling“yes,Ihaveachildto

fetchatschool”Isaybeforewalkingout

andclosingthedoorbehindme.Iknow

sheisveryfrustratedrightnow,but

that’swasmyintentionallalong.She

likestobehavelikeIdon’ttakecareof

herandallherneeds,sotodayIwantto

leaveherdryandhanginginallaspects.



*****

Isoonfindmyselfparkingoutsidethe

school.Istepoutofthecarandspot

Orainsidetheschoolyardplayingwith2

othergirls.Igreatotherparentswhoare

walkingtheoppositedirectionwhile

chattingwiththeirkidswithsome

walkinghandinhand.ThisisonegiftI

willalwaysbegratefulfor,Ihavealways

wantedtobeafatherbutanopportunity

wasnevergranted.Ithinkthat’sone

thingZinzitookadvantageof,sheknew

Iwasdesperateandcapitalizedonit.

Ora:“UncleLani,youcametofetchme”



shesaysjumpingintomyarms.Ilove

thischildverymuchandIhopeshe

neverforgetsthatever.

Me:“Yesprincess,Imissedyousobad,I

decidedweshouldgoout”

Ora:“Gooutwhere?”

Me:“Bounceatthemallprincess”Isay

wigglingmyeyebrows

Ora:“Yay”shesayshoppingupand

downtowardsherbackpack.



Ora’sfriend:“Hi,areyouMelena’s

father?”sheaskinaninnocentvoice

Me:“Yes,Iam andyouare?”

Ora’sfriend“Iam herfriendLorna”

Me:“NicetomeetyouLorna”

Ora:“ByeLorna,byeCate”shesays

wavingtoherfriends

Thefriend:“ByeMelena”



Itakeherbackpackinonehandand

takehertinyhandinmyotherhandand

walktowardsthecar.

Ora:“UncleLani,Igottwostarstoday”

Me:“Wow,That’smygirl,smartlikeme”

Isayroughlybrushingherhead,

messingupherhairstyleintheprocess.

Shejustgiggleandmyheartjustwarms

up.Itellyou,Oraismyheartinahuman

form.Iwalklisteningtohertellingmeall

abouthowherdaywas.Shetalksso

muchsheisnotevenawarethatweare

havearrivedatthecarandIam waiting



forhertofinishthestory.AllIdoisadd

wordlike,“wow”and“really”.Shefinally

finishestellingmeaboutthestoryandI

pickherupandsafelyplaceherinthe

backseatofthecarbeforebuckingher

up.

Me:“Areyoucomfortable”Isaywitha

hugesmile

Ora:“Verycomfortable”shesays

matchingmysmile.

Iclosethedoorandwalktomyside,get

inandputthecaronignition.



Wedrivehomewhilewechatabouther

dayatschool.Oraissuchahappybright

child,atthispointinlifeIfeellikeIcan

justwrapherupinabubbleandprotect

herfrom allthewickednessofthisland.

Wedrivehometohermother’shouse

andhaveherchangeintobluejean

shorts,awhitet-shirtandwhitesandals.

Afterthatwetookadrivetomyhouse

andhadherwatchTVwhileIwenttomy

room andchangedintobluechino

shorts,awhitet-shirt,whitepush-ins

andabluecap.Nowwearereadytogo

havefunatthemall.

Ora:“wowUncleLani,youdressedjust



likeme”shesayssmilingwide

Me:“Youinspiredmylookprincess

comelet’stakeapictureformommy”I

saytakingoutmyphone.

SherunstomeandImakeherstandon

thecouchsothatshecanbealmostas

tallasme.Wetakefewselfieswhile

makingfunnyfaces.

Ora:“Ilikethisone”shesayspointingat

oneofthepicture

Me:“Ilikeittoo,whenwegettothemall



Iwillhaveitprintedoutinabigsizefor

youroom,wouldyoulikethat?”

Ora:“Yes,canIpleasehavetwo,onefor

myroom hereandoneformyroom in

mommy’shouse”

Me:“Iwillprint2thenprincess”

Itakeherhandinmineandwewalkto

thecar.Sheisveryexcitedaboutour

date.Wegoingtohaveeatfirstather

restaurantMcDonaldsbeforedrivingto

themalltobounceattheFunCompany.



Me:“Manzini”Isayansweringmyphone

whileit’sconnectedtothecarvia

Bluetooth.

Thapelo:“Ihavebeenwaitingforyouto

callmebackbigbrother”hesays.FlipI

forgotthathecalledmeyesterdaywhile

IwasbusywithworkandIpromisedto

callhim back.Itmusthaveslippedmy

mind.

Me:“Ngiyaxolisamfwethu(Iam sorry

brother),Itotallyforgot”

Thapelo:“Well,canyoutalknoworu

busy?”



Me:“Iam notbusy,butIcan’thaveatoo

seriousconversation.Iam incarwith

mydaughteronthewaytothemallfor

somebouncing”helaughsatmehard,I

takeitheislaughingatthebouncing

part“Youareonspeakerphonebythe

way,chooseyourwordscarefully

Manzini”

Thapelo:“wow,didyousaybouncing?

Aren’tyouovertheagelimit?Whatis

yourdaughter’snameyounevertold

me”hesaysbusylaughing

Me:“leavemyageoutofit,Iam stillfit.



Tellbabaomcani(Uncle)yourname

princess”IsaytoOrasittingattheback.

Ora:“MynameisOratilwe,butyoucan

callmeOra”shesaysmovingcloserin

betweenmyseatandthepassenger

seat

Thapelo:“Wow,youhavesucha

beautifulnameIwouldliketomeetyou

soon”

Ora:“Iwouldliketomeetyousoontoo

uhm…”



Me:“Babaomcani(Uncle)”Isaytoher

ShegigglesIguessit’sjustdifficultto

pronounce.

Thapelo:“JustcallmeMalomeOra”

WecontinuetalkingtoThapeloonthe

phoneforawhile.OnethingIlearned

aboutOraandIlikeverymuchisthat

sheisabubblychildandeasilymakes

conversationswithanyone.Thisiswhat

makeshersoloveable.

Shekeptaskingmybrotheralotof



questionsandhewasbusypromising

hermillionthingsonhisvisittoLimpopo.

Hepromisedtocomeandseehersoon

andbringhergiftswhichincludesa

tablet,whichIam notsurehermother

willapprove.Speakingofhermother,

sheaskedifshecanjoinusatbounce

whenIsentherourpictureandIjust

repliedno.

Thapelo:“Youhaveaverybrightchild

Manzini,pleasetakecareofher”

Me:“Definitely,sheismylittleprincess

thisone,SaybyetoMalomeOra”



Ora:“Byemalome”shesaysblowing

him kissesasifhecanseeher.Ismile

andshakemyhead.Thischildbetternot

growuptoofast.

Thapelo:“ByeZunguprincess”hesays

beforehangingup.

IparkthecaroutsideMcDonaldsbefore

myprincessandImakeourwayin.
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Fewmonthslater

Rorisang



Igetupfrom mykneesandwalktothe

basintorinsemymouth.Ihavenotbeen

feelingwelllately.Iam nauseousand

vomitalot.Ican’tevenstomachthe

smelloffishandeggs,whichcameasa

shooksincetheyarebothmyfavorite.I

takealookatmyselfonthemirrorin

frontofme,Ilookhorriblemyeyeslook

heavyandweak.MaybeIshouldskip

worktodayandcallinsick.Isuddenly

feeltheurgetovomit,beforeIknowitI

am onmykneesagaininfrontofthe

toiletlettingitallout.

Ora:“Mommyyouareburningmyeggs”

shesaysbangingontheothersideof



thedoor.

Oohflip,Ilefteggsonthestovewhile

tryingtopreparealunchboxforher.

Me:“OoohprincessIam sorry,please

askMaMavistofryfresheggsforyou

mommyisnotfeelingwell”Icallout

from theotherside.

Ihearherrunoutoftheroom.Iam

sittingdownnexttothetoiletlazyto

standup.Ifinallymanagetogetupand

walktothesinktorinsemymouthagain.

Iwillnotbegoingdownstairsanytime

soonIdon’twantthesmellofeggsto



setmeoffagain.Igrabmyphonefrom

thebedanddecidetocallAlexandlet

him know.

Alex:“MorningMissMokoena”

Me:“MorningAlex,Ijustwantedtolet

youknowthatIcan’tcomeintodayIwill

logasickleave.Ihaven’tbeenfeeling

well”

Alex:“Whatiswrongdear?”

Me:“Nothingalarming,Ijustcan’tseem

tokeepanythingdown.MaybeIeat

somethingoffish”



Alex:“Ithoughtyoulookedoffish

yesterdayduringthemeeting,maybe

youshouldgoseeaDr”

Me:“It’snothinghectic,IthinkIshould

justlaydownandrest”

Alex:“Noproblem,justrestandseea

doctorifitgetoutofcontrolohk”

Me:“Thankyou,boss”

Hechucklesandhung-up.Alexisagood

manager,heappreciatethehardwork



weputinandbacksusupwhenwe

needingbacking.Theonlyannoying

thingIexperiencedfrom him waswhen

hewasbusyhittinguponme.Theguy

wasjustanuisanceplusheisnotmy

typeatall.Iam notracistoranything

butIcanneverdateawhilemanlet

aloneaskinnyone.Ilikemywell-built

andnative.Itakeoffmyclothesandget

intobedbeforesandingmyPhumlaa

messagenottosendadriverforme

sincehehadtoleaveearlyformeeting

today.

HecallmebackandIdon’tfeellike

talkingtohim,soIwilljustletinringand

hopefullyhewillgiveup.Oracomes



chargingtomyroom forakissgoodbye

beforegoingtoschool.

Ora:“Otlofolanemommy(Youwillget

bettermommy)”shesaysbefore

huggingme.Iwrapmyarmsaroundher

tinybodyandgiveherasqueeze.

Me:“Thanksbaby,enjoyyourdayat

schoolandIwillseeyouwhenyoucome

back”Ibreakthehugandwatchher

walkoff.Iswitchoffmyphoneandtry

togetsomesleep.

*****



Phumla

Itisgoingtobeaverylongdayforme,I

am alreadyfailingtoconcentrate.The

worstpartisthatIam havingbackto

backmeetingandnotmuchtimetorush

toherhouseandcheckonher.Rorijust

sentmeanSMSsayingsheisnot

feelingwellandswitchedoffherphone.

Client:“Sowillyourcompanybeableto

offerusallthatgentlemen?”

Isnapoutofmythoughtandchooseto



payattentiontowhatisbeingsaid.

Kwena:“Yes,wehavedesignedasimilar

productfortheLetabaFETCollege”

Client:“Howlongwillittakebeforewe

canbefullyoperational?”

Kwena:“MrZunguismorelikelytogive

youacorrectestimatethanIam

becausesoftwaredevelopmentishis

department”

TheyallturntolookatmetobehonestI

didnothearexactlywhatproductsdoes



theclientrequirefrom us.

Me:Clearingmythroats“Iwillhaveto

doafeasibilitystudyandIpromiseto

getbacktoyouwithourtimeline”

Client:“Willyoupleaseletusknow

beforethecommencementofthe

project”

Me:“Definitely”

Client:“Ohkgentlemen,welookforward

todoingbusinesswithyou”hesays

standingupandshakingourhands.



Wepackupourthingsandmakeour

wayoutofthebuilding.ItrytocallRori

andherphoneisstilloff.Icurseunder

mybreath.

Kwena:“Whatiswrongwithyoutoday,

youwerenotfocusedinthere?”

Me:“Iam sorry,Iwasabitdistractedin

there?”

Kwena:“That’snothinglikeyou,willyou

beabletofocusonthenextmeeting”



Me:“Yes”

Kwena:“Ineedyoutobe100%sure

becauseyouneedtoleadthenext

meeting,developmentisyourspecialty”

Me:“Relaxohk,IwillbringmyAgame

on”

******

Rorisang

Iam wokenupbymaMavis,sheis

holdingabowlofbrownsoftporridge.I



knowshepouredadashofvinigercozI

cansmellit.

maMavis:“Here,youneedtoeat

something”shesayshandingmeabowl.

ThiswomanisverysweetandIam very

luckytohaveher.

Me:“Thankyouverymuchma”

Isitupandtakethebowlofporridge

andaspoon.Ilookatthetimeonthe

wallandnoticeits12:30inthe

afternoon.Orawillnotbecomingback

earlytodaybecauseshenormallyhas

swimminglessonsafterschool.Ilookat



MaMaviswhoislookingatmelikeshe

hassomethingtodiscuss.

Me:“Gonalebothatama?(Istherea

problem ma)

Sheslowlyshakesherheadandsigh.

Her:“Iam worriedaboutyouandIthink

itsbestyougoseeadoctor.This

vomitingisnotnormal”

Me:“OhkmaIwilldothatifIam not

betterbytomorrow”



Shesaysohkandwalksoutleavingme

toenjoymysoftporridge.Ifinishupand

putonasummerdressandslippersso

thatIcangoputthebowlinthekitchen.

Iwashthebowlbeforeplacinginitinits

rightfulplace.

Me:“Thankyouma”Isaybeforewalking

backtomybedroom.IfeeltiredmaybeI

needtorestsomemore.Iopenthe

blanketsandgetinsidebeforetakingmy

phoneandswitchingiton.Igetflooded

bymanymessagesfrom myParents,

brothers,ThalitaandPhumla.IguessI

willreplythem later.Itakeoutmylaptop

andlogontoNetflixforamovie.



******

Phumla

Iwalkintoherbedroom andfindher

sleepingpeacefully,nexttoherisher

laptop.Iwalkcloserandpausethe

moviethatshewaswatching.Shemust

havefallenasleepwhilewatchingit.I

movethelaptoptoasidetablebefore

takingoffmyshoesandjacketand

gettingintobedwithher.Ipullherinand

kissherforehead.

Rori:“Manzini”shesaysinasleepy

voice



Me:“Sorrybaby,Ididnotmeantowake

youup”

Rori:“whendidyougethere?”

Me:“Ijustgotherenow.Whatiswrong

baby?maMavistellsmeyoucan’tkeep

anythingdown”

Her:forcingasmile“Iam sureshe

exaggerated,IeatsoftporridgeandIam

fine”

Me:“ohk,Pleasedon'teverswitchoff



youphoneliketoday.Youhadme

worriedsickbaby,Icouldn'teven

concentrateatwork”isaypullingherin

forasoftkissonthelips

Her:“Iam sorry,Ijustwantedtorest

and…”shestandsupandrunsto

bathroom beforefinishinghersentence.

Ifollowherandfindsheronknees

throwingupinsidethetoilet.Iholdback

herdreadlockswhileshethrowsup,I

helpherupandclosethelidbefore

flashingdownthevomit.Shewalksto

thesinkandrinsehermouth.

Me:“Ineedtotakeyoutothedoctor



baby,thisistoomuch”

IknowshewantstoresistbutIwillnot

betakingnoforananswer.

[05/04,15:28] :Insert29

(Miniskirt)

Phumla

WeareintheDoctor’sroom atRediMed.

IhadtoforceRoritocomebecauseshe

didnotwantto.Thevomitinggotworse

andIcouldn’ttakeitanymore.Shecan’t

survivelikethis.Shewantedtobuypills

atapharmacybutIcouldn’tallow.Ionly



exactlywhatIhavebeenupto.The

doctorhadtodoacoupleoftestand

finallyapregnancytest

Me:“AreyousureDr.”Isaynoteven

hidingthejoyonmyface.

Dr.“Yes,6weeks”hesaysbusymoving

ahandheldscanneronherbellyand

focusingonthemonitorbeforehim.

IlookatmyPediandsmileandshe

frown.Iknowwholooksworried.Iknow

sheisscared,weoncehada

conversationabouthavingachildand

shesaidsheisnotready.Iguesswhat



shewentthroughduringfirstpregnancy

hasleftscarsdeeperthanIcanimagine.

Rori:“Howisitpossibledoctor”the

doctorgivesheraconfusedlook“I

meanIhavebeencareful,verycareful.

Wealwaysusedcondomsandthefew

timesthatwedidnotImadesureItook

morningafterpills”

Dr:“WellMissMokeona,contraceptives

arenotalways100%safe”

Me:“Sothepillscouldn’thaveaffected

thechild?”



Dr:“fornowIdon’tseeanything

alarming.Butwewillmonitorthe

pregnancythroughouttheremaining

months”

Inodandtakemyqueen’shandinmine.

Ilookatherandmouth“Thankyou”she

smilefaintly.Iknowwhatsheisthinking

butsheshouldn’tbeworriedbecauseI

am willingwalkthroughthisjourneywith

her.

Me:“So,istheresomethingshecantake

fornausea”

Dr:“Yes,Iwillwritedownaprescription



forfewmedicationsandvitamins.You

canpassbythepharmacyandbuy

them” Hesayswipingoffthegelonher

belly.

Hemovestothedeskandwritefew

thingsdown.Ihelpherupandtakeher

inforadeepkiss.

Dr:“Dr’sroom pleasegetaroom”he

sayschuckling

Me:“SorryDr.Iguesswearetoo

excited”



Dr:“Firstchild?”hesayshandingmethe

prescription.

Me:“No,Second.FirstoneisagirlsoI

am hopingforaboy”

****

Rori

Me:“Youdon’tunderstandPhumla,

akereyouareaman.Youwillnever

understand”Ishoutswithoutintending

to.

Wecamebackfrom thedoctorand



drovetohishouseinsilence.Iam not

pleasedwiththenewsthatIjust

receivedwhilePhumlaontheotherhand

couldn’thidehisexcitement.HowdoI

tellmyparentsthat’sIwentandfallen

pregnantforthesecondtimeoutof

wedlock?Howam Igoingtocopeagain

afterwhatIwentthroughinmyfirst

pregnancyallalone?HowdoIknowthat

Phumlawillstickaroundtotheendor

fewdaysdownthelinehewillbe

accusingmeoftryingtotraphim witha

child?Wehavebeenarguingaboutthis

issuesincewegothere.

Phumla:“Thenmakemeunderstand

Sthandwasami”hesayssoftly.



Me:“Pleasetakemehome,Ijustwant

togohomePhumlani”Isaycrying.

Phumla:“Pleasestopcryingandtalkto

me.Makemeunderstandwhathasyou

soworkedup”

Me:“Iam notreadyPhumlaforanother

child.HowdoIdisappointmyparents

again?HowdoIsurvivewhatIwent

throughmyfirstpregnancyPhumlani?”

Phumla:“Iunderstandthatyoudidnot

haveaneasypregnancywhileexpecting



ourprincess,butbabypleaseNgikhona

manje(Iam herenow)andIpromisewe

willgothroughthistogether.Wearein

thistogetherandIam notplanningtogo

anywhere”hesayspullingmeinfora

hug.

Ibreakdownandcrytoapointofhaving

hiccups.Iam reallyscared,Iknowit’s

notfairtopunishPhumlaforwhat

Thapelodidtomeinthepast.

Phumla:“Thulababy,youarebreaking

myheartnowandyouareupsettingour

baby.Ngithembe(Trustme)Iwilldomy

besttomakeourpregnancyassmooth

aspossibleforyou.”Hesayskissingthe

topofmyhead.



Me:“Doyoupromise”Iaskswipingher

tears.

Phumla:“Ngiyathembisa(Ipromise)my

Pediqueen,Iloveyoutoomuchtolet

yougo.Iloveyoumorebecauseyou

gavemetwomostpreciousgifts”

Me:“Whattwogift,Ididnothearthe

doctorsayIam carryingtwins”

Phumla:“Imeanyoublessedmewith

twogifts,thefirstbeingourPrincess

andthesecondbeingthatprincewe

nowcarrying”



Me:“OoohManzini,whathaveIdoneto

deserveyou”Phumla,issuchablessing.

Isometimeswonderifheisgenuine.I

haveneverthoughtamancouldloveme

thismuch.

Phumla:“Yousurvivedeverythingthat

youwentthroughinthepastbabyjust

soyoucanexperiencemylove.Now

stopdoubtingmyloveforyou,andallow

metoloveyouthewayyoudeserveto

beloved”hesaysbeforekissingme

deeply.

[05/04,15:29] :Insert30

Rorisang



Iam onmywaytoseemyparents.

PhumlasaidthesoonerItellthem the

betterbecauseIam stressingeveryday

aboutthem findingout.Iaskedmy

brothertocomehomeforsomemoral

support.Hewasn’tthrilledwhenItold

him aboutthepregnancy.Idon’tblame

him becausehewastherewithme

throughoutmydepressionandwhenI

wasreadytogiveuponmylife.Itbroke

hishearttoseemeinthatstateandhe

felthefailedcozhecouldn’tprotectme

from such.

Mybrotherhasalwaysbeenprotective

ofmesinceIwasatoddler.Ilovehim



verymuchandIappreciatetheperson

thatheisinmylife.Igetoffthetaxi,and

walktowardsmystreet.Phumlawanted

todrivemebutIrefused.Ididnotwant

him tocomeherewhileIhadsucha

seriousissuetodiscusswithmy

parents.Idon’twantthem tofeel

disrespectedwhentheyseehim

droppingmeoff.

IwasnotawareofhowmuchImissed

homeuntilnow.YesIdocomeandvisit

everynowandthenbutIstillmissit.

Thereisnothingniceaboutstayingin

town,weareclosetomanythingsbut

thereisnosenseofcommunity.Ihave

beenthereforfewmonthsnowbutI



don’tevenknowmyneighbors.

Neighbor:“DumelaRorisang,gapeo

botsegampe,leretimaengkatoropong

nah?(GreetingsRori,youlookvery

beautiful.Whatareyouhavingin

town?)”

Me:“ThobelaMmaPhalane,lehlwile

botse?(GreetingsMaPhalani,howare

youdoing?)”

MaPhalani:“Rehlweleokaengwana?(I

am doingwell,whereisyourchild?)”



Me:“Aselemmone?Otlilemomabane

leThuso.(Youhaven’tyouseenher?

shecamehereyesterdaywithThuso)”

MaPhalani:“Ohk,ketlamonna(Iwillsee

heraround)”

Isaymygoodbyesandwalktotheyard.

Iwalktothehouseandfollowthevoices

inthesittingroom.Iwalkinagreat

everyonebeforeproceedingtomyroom

toputmyovernightbag.IdecidedthatI

willbespendingtheweekendathome.

*****



Phumla

Sy:"soyoureallydidit.Mfwethu"he

sayslaughing.

Me:"Iwasn'tjokingwhenIsaidngifuna

umtwana(Iwantedachild)"

Sy:“Wowcongratulationsmfwethu,I

knowhowmuchyoualwayswanteda

child”

Iam onthephonewithSy,fillinghim in

onthelatestnews.Iam sohappy,Ihad

tosharewithsomeoneandrightnowSy



ismorelikeabrothertomanthanjusta

friend.

Me:“NgiyabongaSy,yazithewayIam

excitedneh.Idon’tknowhowtothank

her”

Sy:“maybeyoushouldbuyher

something”

Me:“IthinkIhavesomethinginmind”

Sy:“Somethinbigangithi”

Me:“Definitely,youknowwithmeit’s



eitherIgobigorgohome”Isay

laughing.

Sy:“Sinceyoudeservesomethingfor

scoringIwillcourieryouaboxofcigar

andabottleofexpensivewhiskyfor

celebration”

Me:“Iwouldappreciatethatverymuch”

Sy:"sohowdidyoudoitcozshewas

adamantthatsheisnotready"

Me:"nah,Iam nottellingyouthat"



Sy:"HaiNdodaunesibindiyazi(youare

brave).Iwishyouallthebestngoba

pregnancyhormonesareverystressful

prayshewon’tattempttokillyouuntil

shegivesbirth"

Ilaugh

Me:"Iam readytoexperienceitall.AllI

needfrom heristostopstressingalot.

Thatex-boyfriendofherswholefther

whileshewasexpectingtheprincess

leftdeepscars"

Sy:"aren'tyouworriedabouthim?”



Me:“worriedabouthim ngani?”

Sy:“Areyounotafraidhemightcome

backandclaim hischildfewyearsdown

theline?"

Me:“Buthedoesn’thaveachild”

Sy:“YouknowwhatImean”

Me:chuckling"ngingamhlanganisa

nabokhokhobakhe(Iwillmakehim

meethisancestors)"

Sy:“Iwillgladlyhelpyouthere”



*****

Rorisang

Mom:“HaiRori,Iknowyouareoldbut

thisIdidnotexpect.Howlonghaveyou

beenwiththisguy…..Huh?”

Icouldn’tevenlookherintheeye.Iwas

lookingdownandtearscouldn’tstop

falling.Ihearexactlywhatmymom is

sayingandIwishshecouldbelievethat

itwasnotintentional.Worsepartmy

dad,walkedoffshakinghishead.Thuso

saidhewilltalktohim later,Ireallydon’t

knowhowIwasgoingtohandlethisif



Thusowasnothere.

Thuso:“Mom,Ithinkthatisnotreally

necessaryrightnow”

Mom:“AowaThuso,wecan’tbedealing

withthesame

problemstsaRORISANG.Ithoughtshe

learnedfrom herfirstpregnancybut

clearlyshedidnot….It’slikeyenagea

hlakanalemothoomoswawaima(It’s

likeeverytimeshemeetsanewperson

shehastofallpregnant)”

Me:“Kemaswabamma(Iam sorry



mom),itwasnotreallymyintention”I

saylookingdown.

Mom:“SoOrobetselemonnaRori,

kantlelecondom,osaekemisetsago

immahuh?(Soyousleptwithaman,

withoutacondom anditwasnotyour

intentiontofallpregnant?”

Thuso:“Mma,Idon’tthinkyellingather

nowwouldsolveanything.Ihavemeet

thismanandheseemsresponsible.I

believehehasgoodintentionsforRori

andthewayhelovesOralikehisownI

doubthewillwalkawayfrom hischild”



Mom:“Youareoldngwanaka,Iwould

notexpectyoutofallapartlikethelast

time.Likeyourbrothersays,it’salready

happenedandwecan’tchangethe

situation”

Thuso:“Rekgopelalebolelelebopapa

(Pleasetalktodadforus)”

Mom:“Iwilltalktohim,Oskawara

(Don’tworry)Rorihewillcomearound.I

am sureheisjustconcernedabouthis

onlydaughter.Weallknowhowyou

werethelasttimeandnoparentwants

toseetheirchildgothroughthat”

Shewalkstowardsmeandgivesmea



hug.

Me:“Kealebogamma”

Mom:“Nowstopcrying,wedon’twant

tostressthebaby”

Lateronthatdadmyfathercametome

andwehadachat.Hesaysdidnot

meantohurtmebywalkingout.This

wholethingbroughtbackallthe

memoriesofmyfirstpregnancyand

revokedallhisfears.Iknowmyfather

lovesmedearlyandhewoulddo

anythinginhispowertomakesureIam

happyandhewishhecouldprotectme



from allthehurtanddisappointmentof

thisworld.HesaidthatIhavealways

beenthefragileoneandthatmakeshim

moreconcernedaboutme.

******

Duringtheweekatwork

Rorisang

Iam feelingverysleepyandIam

expectedtolistenattentivelytothe

presentation.Icraveahotblackcoffee

butIcan’tindulgebecauseIhavebeen

advisedagainstitandmanyotherthings.

IlookatthetimeandIswearitnot

moving.Ilookblanklyatthepresenter



andpretendtobelisteningandhearing

whatit’sbeensaid.

Finallythepresentationisdoneafter

whatseemslikeadecade.Ipackupmy

thingsandmakemywaytotheoffice.

It’sweirdbecausepeoplearestanding

atthereceptionarealookingoutside

throughthewindow.Iwonderwhatthey

arelookingatasIwalkpastthem.IfI

wasnotthistiredIwasalsogoingto

jointhem.

Iwalktomyofficeandthrowmyselfon

thechair.Imustseeadoctoraboutthis

fatigueorelseIwillnotsurvivelikethis.



IlookatmyphoneandIhavenot

receivedanymessagesormissedcalls

from Phumla.Isigh.Hedidsayheis

goingtohaveahecticday.

Thalitha:“thenwena,whydoyoulook

likeyouwerehitbyatrain”shesays

aftershewalksinmyoffice

Me:“Eishkelapileboshaide(Iam dead

tired)”

Thalitha:Laughing“Odiraengboshego

gererobetse?(Whatareyoudoingat



nightwhenwearesleeping?)”

Iam savedbytheknockonthedoor.I

sightandThaligivesmeaconfused

look.Iam notinthemoodforpeople

rightnow.Iwishtheycouldjustgoaway

butIguessnotcozthepersonkeepson

knocking.

Thalitha:“Comein”shecallsoutbefore

givingmethelook.

Iwhiteladywalksinwithahugesmile

onherface,Idon’tknowwhysheis

grinninglikethatcozIhavenevermeet

herinmylife.



Her:“Goodmorningladies,mynameis

CindyJonesandIam lookingfor

RolisangMokoena”shestillhasher

annoyinggrinon.

Me:“RorisangMokoenanotRolisang,

howcanIhelpyoumam”

Cindy:“Pleaseforgivemeforbutchering

yourname.Iam reallysorry.Ihavea

deliveryforyoudownstairsmayyou

kindlysignhereforme”shesays

handingmeabunchofyellowrosesand

asmallbox.Iwonderwhatmeaninglies

behindthisparticularchoiceofcolor.



Ireceiveboththeflowersandthebox

andplacethem downbeforetakingthe

paperthatIneedtosign.Ilookat

Thalithawhojustshrughershoulder.

Cindy:“Thankyoumam,Iwishyou

nothingbuthappykilometers”shesays

beforewalkingoff.

ThalithaandIburstintolaughteras

soonassheclosesthedoor.White

peopleareveryodd,whatdoeswhatshe

justsaidmeans.

Thalitha:“wow,whatdidyoudotomake

amansothankful?”shesayslookingat



thecard.Iwaslaughingsohard,Idon’t

evennoticehertakingthecard.Iquickly

grabitfrom herandread,somepeople

don’trespectotherpeople’sprivacy.

Ireadthecardandsmile,it’sfrom

Phumlaandhesaysthathecannever

bethankmeenoughforloving,hehopes

thesmallgiftIreceivedwillmakemy

journeysimple.It’snotasbigor

especialaswhatIhavegivenhim.He

shallforeverbegrateful.NowIam

curioustofindoutwhatgifthesentbutI

am notgoingtoopenitinfrontof

Thalitha.



Thalitha:“areyounotcurioustofindout

what’sinthatbox?”

Me:Chucking“No,butIknowyouare

andIam notgoingtoopenitnow.Iwill

openitwhenIgethome”

Shelaughs.Wecontinuetalkingabout

thisandthat.Sheasksmemillion

questionsaboutThusowhichIdomy

bestnottoentertain.Thalithaeventually

leavesmyofficeandtellsmeshewill

seemetomorrowcozsheisknocking

off.

Igetbacktomyworkandtrytoworkon

aprojectIam currentlybusywith.After



sometimeIlookatthewatchandrealize

it’stimetogohomeandPhumlahasn’t

calledme.Iam gettingpissedbecause

heknowsthatheismyridehome.I

takeoutmyphoneandsendhim an

SMSaskingifhewillbeabletofetchor

shouldIcallacab.It’soddbecause

whenheisnotavailabletocollectmehe

normallyletsmeknowinadvancethat

hewillbesendingadriverforme.

Phumla:“MyPediqueen”He

immediatelycallmeback.

Me:“Phumlani,ifyoucan’tfetchme

pleasehavethedecencytoletmeknow



intime”ohkIdidnotmeantosoundthat

disrespectfultohim.

Phumla:“Wow,maseungibizange

gamalami,ngiyakakwaziukuthi

ukwatile(Iknowyouareangrywhenyou

callmebymyname)didn’tyoureceive

yourgift”

Me:“Idid,butitdoesn’tsolvemy

transportproblem nowdoesit?”

Phumla:“ohk,Angizwisisekemanje.

Utholeinikahlekahle?(NowIdon’t

understand,whatexactlydidyoureceive)

”



Me:“Flowersandasmallbox”

Phumla:“Ohk,Isee.Ngiyaxolisa(I

apologize).Packyourthingsandcome

downstairs.Iwillmeetyouthere…..and

mylovepleasedon’tleavethatsmall

boxbehindanddon’tdropthephone

either”

Ipackupmythingsandwalkdown

stairswhilestillonthephone.People

arebusywhisperingonthecorridors

andothersarestilllookingoutside

throughthewindowslikeearlier.Ireally

wonderwhathasthem sofascinated.I



walkoutandgetmorepissedatthis

manbecauseheisnotoutsidelikehe

promisedmehewill.

Me:“Youarenotherelikeyoupromised”

Phumla:“OhkSthandwasam,canyou

pleaseopenthatsmallbox”

Yoh,thisguyiffullofjokestodayandI

am notinthemood.Itakeoutthebox

from myhandbagandopenit.Idropmy

jawwhenIseewhatisinside.Imovemy

eyesandfinallynoticeabrandnewcar

ononeofourparkingspacewitha

yellowribbon.Whatthefickerdell?Itake



outthekeyfrom theboxandpressit

andthecarflashesthelights.Iam more

scaredthanexcitedrightnow.People

aretakingvideoswhileothersare

clappinghands.Tearsarefallingright

nowandIevenforgotthatIam onthe

phonewithPhumla.Iwalktothecarand

removetheribbon,whydidThalitha

leaveearlymara?IneedhertotellmeI

am notdreamingrightnow.

Guysthisisnotjustacar,it’safreken

JaguarF-Pace,Ihaveathingforbig

carsandthiswasnotevenonmylistof

afirstcarbecauseit’sverypricey.Iopen

thedoorandslideinside.Thismancan’t

bereal,suchabiggiftjustbecauseIam



expectinghischild.Iwipeoffmytears

andtrytosearchformyphone.Ifindit

inthebag,Irealizehedidnothangup.

Me:“Manzini,thisistoomuch,Ican’t

acceptthis”Isaycrying

Phumla:“Youalreadyacceptedbaby,

rememberyou’resignedforit”

Me:“Iam tooemotional,Idon’tthinkI

willbeabletodrive”myeyesarestill

wet.

Phumla:“GivemefewminutesandIwill



bethere”

HehangsupandIseehim walking

towardsthecarlookingallsexy.Atleast

thecrowdhaddieddown.Igetoutof

thecarandrunintohisarms.He

receivesmeandkissesmedeeply.

Phumla:“Iguessyouwillbedrivingme

toworktomorrowbecauseIam leaving

myemsebenzini(Atwork)”hesays

breakingthehugandkiss.

Hetakesmyhandandhisandleadsme

tothecar.Heopensthepassengerdoor

formeandIslidein,heclosesthedoor



andIwatchhim walktothedriver’sside.

Phumla:“areyousureyouwantmeto

driveyournewcar,eventhoughInever

letyoudrivemine”

Me:“Iwillonlyallowyoutodrivejust

thisonce”Isaywithabiggestsmile.

Thepushesabuttontostarttheignition

anddrives.Istillcan’tbelievethisman

boughtmeafrikkenJaguar.Howlucky

canagirlreallybe?DearGod,ifthisisa

dream pleasedon’tletmewokeup.
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Rorisang

Phumla:singing“Ifit'smeanttobe,it'll

be,it'llbe.Baby,justletitbe.Ifit's

meanttobe,it'llbe,it'llbe.Baby,justlet

itbe.So,won'tyouridewithme,ride

withme?Seewherethisthinggoes.if

it'smeanttobe,it'llbe,it'llbe.Baby,if

it'smeanttobe”

Me:singing“Idon'tmeantobeso

uptight,butmyheart'sbeenhurta

coupletimes.Byacoupleguysthat

didn'ttreatmeright.Iain'tgon'lie,ain't



gonnalie.'CauseI'm tiredofthefake

love,showmewhatyou'remadeof.Boy,

makemebelieve”

Phumla:singing“Butholdup,girl,don't

youknowyou'rebeautiful?Andit'seasy

tosee”hewinksatmebeforefixinghis

eyesbacktotheroad.

Me&him:singing“Ifit'smeanttobe,it'll

be,it'llbe.Baby,justletitbe.Ifit's

meanttobe,it'llbe,it'llbe.Baby,justlet

itbe.So,won'tyouridewithme,ride

withme?Seewherethisthinggoes.If

it'smeanttobe,it'llbe,it'llbe.Baby,if

it'smeanttobe”



Ihavetobehonest,Iam atmyhappiest

rightnow.Idon’tthinkIhaveeverbeen

thishappyinmylife.Imean2019has

reallybeenaboutnicethingssofar.I

knowsomepeoplemightsayallgood

thingscometoanendblahblahblah,

butrightnowIchoosetoignoreallthat.

Ichoosetobuskinmycurrentstateof

emotionswhichishappiness.Ichoose

tobehappyandenjoythisfeeling.I

choosenottoworryaboutwhat

tomorrowmightbring.Iread

somewherethatwemustlivetodaywith

joyandnotwaitfortomorrowbecause

tomorrowmaynevercome.



ItakealookatthishandsomemanandI

can’thelpbutsmile.Wecontinue

singingalongto‘meanttobe’byBebe

Rexha.Ithinkwefoundourontheroad

singalongsong.Wehavebeenplaying

thesongonrepeatforover15minutes

now.Imustsayweareboth

assassinatingthetunebutwedon’tcare.

Ifweweretogotoidols,wewouldeven

losethewoodenmicchallengethat’s

howbadwebothareatsinging.ButI

guesswedon’tcare,thisiswhoweare

whenit’sjustthetwoofus.Weletloose

andforgetaboutbeingperfect.

Phumla:“Doyouwantustostophere”

wejustpassedasignlettingusknow



weareapproachingafillingstationin5

km.

WedecidedtotakearoadtriptoKruger

nationalparkviaMpumalanga.Themain

reasonbeingtotestdrivethenewcar.

ToobadwehadtoleaveOrabecause

shewantedtoattendLorna’sbirthday

party,thankfullymyparentsagreedto

accompanyher.Whenweweremaking

arrangementsandbookingsforthetrip

wehadtotallyforgottenabouttheparty.

Me:“Yesplease,Ineedtheloo”

Hechucklesandshakeshishead.



Phumla:“Itmustbeallthatbitterjuice

youhavebeendrinking,angizwisisiuyi

selanjaniyimbithatthing(Idon’t

understandhowyoudrinkit,itsbitter)”

Irollmyeyesathim,goodthingheis

focusedontheroadaheadbecause

trustmehehateitwhenIrollmyeyesat

him.Heoncetoldmethathefindsit

disrespectful.

Me:“Ebosekudu(It’sverynice)youare

missoutshameplusit’sveryhealthy”



Phumla:“Dankiengiyabonga(Nothank

you),Iwillsticktomydelicious

smoothiesifIwanthealthy”hesays

shakinghishead.

Wedriveintothefillingstationandpark

thecar.Webothgetoutofthecarand

walkontothestorehandinhand.Iwalk

tothefemaletoiletandhewalktothe

maleones.Ifindhim busyonthephone

whenIwalkout.Hegivesmeandwarm

smileandsaybyetothepersononthe

otherside.

Phumla:“Thatwasmybrother…..onthe

phone”hesaysassoonaswegetinside



thecar.

Wepickedupfewthingsinthestore

first,includingmyjuicethathasPhumla

cringing.Idon’tunderstandwhythough

becauseIfindgrapefruitjuicequitenice.

InfactIdon’tlikeapplejuice,Ifindittoo

sweetformyliking.

Me:“Oohhowishedoing?”

Phumla:“Notsogreat”hesigh

Me:“Whatiswrongwithhim?”Iturnto

lookathim,nowIam concerned



becauseIcanseewhatevertheyspoke

abouthadmyZulukingstressing.

Phumla:“Wewilltalkaboutitlaterohk,I

promisedyouafunroadtripandthat’s

whatIplannedtogiveyou”hesays

forcingasmiling.

Me:“Ohk,whatgenrearewelistingto

next”wehavebeentryingdifferent

genreofmusic.From kwaito,to

gospel.“Maybewecantrycountry”i

saysusingataxisaccent.

Phumla:“Countryyyyyyyyyy?Yoh,Ithink

IonlyknowBlakeShelton………yepthat’s



theonlycountrysingerIknow”

Me:“Iam sureyouknowDollyParton

baby”

Phumla:“oohyesDollyParton,howcan

Iforgether?”

Me:“WellletmeintroduceyoutoBrad

Parsley”Isaysearchingforhissongson

YouTube.That’showwehavebeen

playingmusicallalong.Thesoundof

Bradparsley’s‘Then’fillsthecarandI

seemymanlaughinghisassoffasI

singalong.



Phumla:chuckling“Youandyourwhite

peoplemusicfirstitwasJamesBlunt

andnowthis?howdidyouenduplisting

tothismusic,Imeanwhotheheck

listentoBredParsley”

Me:Singing“nowyou'remywholelife.

Nowyou'remywholeworld.Ijustcan't

believethewayIfeelaboutyou,man.

Likearivermeetsthesea,Strongerthan

it'severbeen.We'vecomesofarsince

thatday.AndIthoughtIlovedyouthen”

Isingalonglookingathim,Islidemy

righthandinhislefthand,thankgodfor

automaticcar.Noneedtobechanging

gears.Phumlakeepsglancingatmeand



backattheroadasIsingandIswearI

sawaZulumanblushinganditwasjust

priceless.

Phumla:nodding“BradPresleyneh,my

newfavoritecountrymusicsinger,I

swearyouaregoingtomakemelose

mystreetcred”hesaysattheendofthe

song.

******

Thapelo

Him:“Soyouarechoosingtheeasyway



out………..Youchoosetorunaway”

Me:“Iam notrunningaway,thereis

nothinglefthereformeanymore”Isay

packingmyclothesintoabag.

Jakeisgoingupanddownwatchingme

packupmythings.Ineedtogetoutof

thisplace.Hemaylookasbeinga

cowardandrunningawaybutIcan’t

stayhere.

Jake:“Howlongwillyoubegone?”

Me:“Idon’tknow”



Jake:Chuckling“Youarenotcoming

backareyou?”

IstopwhatIam doingandlookathim.I

canseeheisbrokenbythedecision

thatIhavetaken.Ihavetriedtomake

him understandthatIneedtodothisfor

mebutheisjustchoosingnotto

understand.

Me:“Ididnotsaythat.Ijustcan’tgive

youanytimeframes”Isaycalmly.I

needhim tocalm down



Jake:“Youarenotplanningtocome

backareyou?”Isighandcontinue

takingclothesoutofaclosetand

packingthem intoasecondbag“Soyou

arewillingtogiveitallup,allofit?”he

saywithcomposure.Hemusthave

realizedthatshoutingatmeisnotgoing

tohelp.

Me:“What’stheretogiveup?

……………Huh?Tellmewhat’sdoIhave

left?”

Jake:“Iguessyouareright,youhave

nothingtolose”heshoutsbefore

leavingandslammingthedoor.



Ishakemyheadandclickmytongue

whileIcontinuetopackmybags.Ireally

havenothingleftinthisGodforsaken

place.Ihavelostitall,soIchooseto

leavewiththelittledignityIstillhold.

Maybeachangeofscenerywilldome

good.Iam willingtostartafresh.Jake

mustunderstandthatthishasnothing

todowithhim.IneedtodothisformeI

can’tmakehim happywhileIam not.

******

Phumla



Mpumalangawassuchabreathoffresh

air.Thereissomethingaboutspending

timewithalovedoneinanunfamiliar

place,wakingupinadifferentspace

andexperiencingnewplacestogether.

Wewentonsomanyadventures

Theadventureswewentoneventhough

shecouldn’tparticipateinallofthem

sincewearebeingcarefulandall.The

tripwasmuchneeded,spendingtime

together,justthetwoofus.Weeven

exploredouradventuroussides,we

walkedthelionsinthemorningand

enjoyedthewholeelephantexperience.



Me:smiling“Manzini”

Thapelo:“Hai,thisplaceisfarIstopped

atagaragejustafterSebetielatollplaza.

Am Istillfar?”

Me:chuckling“Itoldyoutogetaflight,

butdon’tdespair,youjustpassedthe

lasttallgate.Just45minandyouwillbe

here”

Thapelo:“Yoohai,allIneedwhenIget

thereisahotmeal,showerandabed,I

am deadtiredit’snotevenfunny”



Me:Laughing“Wewillseewhatwecan

dotoaccommodateyoumfo,stop

whinningandjustgetontheroad.The

sooneryouleavetherethesooneryou

willarrive”

Thapelo:“KindlyaskyourPediqueento

cookanicewarm mealplease”

Me:“Iwillaskhernicely,butIdon’t

promiseyouanything”

Thapelo:“ThanxBro,Iwillseeyouina

bit”

[05/04,21:12] :Insert32



Phumlani

Me:“Sowhat’snextforyou?”

Iam busyingturningthemeatmaking

surethatitdoesn’tburnsoihavemy

backtohim.

Him:“WellIdon’tknowyet”Iturntolook

athim “Eish……..IwasthinkingmaybeI

could,youknow…..lookforajobthis

side”hesaysbeforetakingasipfrom

hisbottle.



Inodandtakeasipform myglass

beforetakingasitnexttohim.Iam

havingwhiskywhileheishavinghis

WindhoekDraft.Wearesittingoutside

bythepooldrinkingbeerwhilebraaing

somemeat.Roriwasnotfeelingwell

todaysoshecouldn’tcomeandmeet

mybrother.SoIhadtopassimprovise

andcookpapbeforesettingthefirefor

abraai.Iwouldhavesettledon

takeawaysbutthisoneinsistedon

homecookedmeal.

Me:“Manziniwhatreallyhappened?”

Thapelo:Sigh“Eishit’swasjustamess.



Oneofthestudentsthrewherselfatme

and…..”

Me:“Tellmeyoudidnot”Isaypointing

myforefingerathim.

Thapelo:shakinghishead“OfCouseI

didn’t,shewasjustachildandbesideI

wasnotevenintoher”sigh“Youhaveto

believeme,everyonealreadythinkIdid

itIcan’thavemybrotherthinkinglike

thataboutme”

Me:“Sowhat?Sheaccusedyouofrape”



Thapelo:“Nonosheknowthere

wouldn’tbeproofforthatsoshe

accusedmeofsomethingfarworse”I

givehim alookthatsayscontinue“She

accusedmeofsexualharassment.She

saidIaskedherforsexualfavorsand

threatenedherwithafailifshedoesn’t

comply”

Me:“Sotheyjustbelievedher?”

Hestoodupandwenttoturnthemeat.

Thapelo:“Obviouslytheybelievedher,I

meanweliveinaworldwherewoman

andchildrenhavebecometargetsof



filthypervertsandarepronetosexual

harassment.Mostofthetimethe

victimsdonotreporttheincidents,so

whenagirlchildreportssomethinglike

thisandthereisnoprooftorefuteher

claim itbecometheaccused’swordsvs.

thecomplainant’swords”heavysigh

“Andguesswhogetsburned……..The

accusedobviously,becauseiftheydon’t

takethecomplainant’swordtheyare

makingitdifficultforrealvictimsto

speakout”hesaysplacingthemeatinto

abowl.

Damn,peoplecanruinyourlifeoutthere.

Imeanthedamagegoesbeyondone’s

reputationbecauseshouldthetruth



comeoutthattheaccusationwasfalse,

noonewillbelievetherealvictims

withoutprovingproof.Ithinkwemust

alsokeepinmindthatnotallsexual

harassmentcasescanbeproven.I

wonderifthislittlegirlknowhow

damagingherfalseaccusationare,if

sheherselfwillbeabletoleavewiththe

damagethatshehascaused.

Me:“Sotheythoughtitsbestyouget

fired?”

Thapelo:Shakinghishead“Iwasn’tfired,

Iwasadvisedtoresign.Atleastthat

waynothinggoesonrecordandIcan



stillapplyforajobasateacher.SoI

sawitbestto…..”

Heisdisturbedmyringingphone.I

smilewhenIseethecallerID,Thapelo

raisehisthumbtosayImustgoahead

andanswerashewalksbacktothe

house.

*****

Me:“MaZunguwam omuhle”Ican’t

helpbutsmile,Imissmyqueen.Sheis

alwaystiredthesedays.



Rori:“Zungu,someonewantstospeak

toyou”

Me:chuckling“andhereIwasthinking

youmissme”

Rori:“nah,don’tflatteryourself”

Me:laughing“wellthenMaZungu,letme

talktomyprincess”

Ora:“BabaLani,Imissyou”shesound

likeshewascrying

Yes,ItoughthertocallmebabaLani



insteadofuncle,Iwanttobeafatherto

herinallaspects.ThelasttimeIsaw

herwasbeforewewenttoMpumalanga

andthat’saweekago.Shewasather

grandparent’splacesoIcouldn’tseeher

wheneverIwantedto.

Me:“Whatiswrongprincess,talkto

Baba”

Ora:“Idon’twanttosleephere”Sniffs

“Pleasecomefetchme”

Me:“Omyprincess,Imissyoutoo

princess”



Ora:“Butyoudon’tcometoseeme

anymoreBabaLani”

Me:sighing“OhkprincessIam coming

ok,givemommythephone”

Sheholdonthephonewhilesniffing,I

guesssheiscrying.Myheartbreaks

becausesheisalwaysjollyandrarely

cries.

Rori:"Manzini"

Me:“Kantiikhalelainiingani(Whyisshe



crying?)”

Rori:“Hayi,Orawakganya(sheisjust

beingacrybaby)”

Me:“Pleasepackanovernightbagfor

bothofyou,Iam comingtopickyouup”

Rori:“Aowa,Justcomeandyouwill

sleepover,Iam alreadyinbedIam too

lazytoleave”

Me:“Ican’tleavemybrotherherealone

onhisfirstnightplease”



Rori:sigh“Ohkthen,Justcomeand

fetchthiscrybaby”

Iwalktothehouseandgrabmycar

keys.Roriisnotfriendlytobearound

thesedays.Iguessit’sthepregnancy

hormonesandIfeelforOrabecause

sheisaveryenergeticchildwhoneeds

attention.Iknowshecanbeahandful

buttohearhercryoverthephoneleft

myheartinpieces.Itlikesheisatthe

receivingendofhermother’swrath,I

thinkthisisthereasonwhyshechoose

tostaylongeratthegrandparent’s

house.Isaybyetomybrotherandhead

off.



*****

Thapelo

Iam sittingonacouchwhenIseemy

botherwalkinwithabeautifulbabygirl.

Me:“AndyoumustbeOra”Isay

standingupfrom whereIam seated.

Shehidebehindherfather’sleg,Iguess

sheisjustbeingshynotlikethedayI

spoketoheroverthephone.

Phumla:“Comesayhitobabaomcani



princess”

Ora:“Hello”

Me:“HiprincesswaMalome,comegive

meahug”

ShehesitateandlookatPhumlafirst

before.Iguesssheisseekingapproval

from him.Goodgirl.Ithinktomyself

becauseweliveinamessedupworld

wherepervertspreyonsmallchildren.

Phumlagivesheranodandshewalks

intomyarmsforahug.



Ora:“HelloMalome”shesaysshyly.

Phumla:“Ohkprincessgoputyourbag

inyourroom andcomedownandeat

withbabaneh?”

Shenodsandrunupstairs.Thislittle

humans,theyarealwaysrunninghey.

Me:“Isthatthesamechildwhowas

askingme21questionsonthephone

theotherday?”Isaypointingatthe

directionshewent.

Phumla:laughing“Giveherfewminutes



andyouwillsee”hesayswalkingtothe

kitchen.

Ifollowhim andfindhim dishingfor

himselfandtheprincess.

Me:“Sowhereishermother?Iam

startingtothinkshedoesn’twantto

meetmeoryoudon’twanthertomeet

me”

Phumla:“Uyahlanya(Youarecrazy)

straight,whywouldn’tIwanthertomeet

you?



Me:“Maybeyouareafraidshewill

realizethatsheiswiththewrong

brother,PhelaIam whatwomancalla

catch”Isaylaughing.

Phumla:throwingahandtowelatme

“MyPediqueenandIweremadefor

eachotherManzini.Shewouldn’teven

lookatyoutwiceevenifshewereto

meetyousomewhere.Besideher

pregnancyhormonesandsicknesses

arejustonsteroids.Hopefullyyouwill

meethertomorrow?”

Ifollowhim tothesittingroom andcall

Oratocomeandhavedinner.Ilookat



howbeautifulofarelationshipmy

brotherhaswithhisdaughter.Ican’t

helpbutwonderwhatkindofafather

willIbeorifIam meanttobecomea

father.Thischildisdefinitelydaddy’s

littlegirl,shesetonherfather’slap

whileeatingdinnerandnowweare

madetowatch‘Sophiathefirst’instead

oftheLiverpoolgamethatisairingon

supersport.Idon’tknowwhy,butOra

looksfamiliar.IfeellikeIhaveseenher

before,butIcan’tquiteplacetheface.

Sheprobablyhasoneofthosefaces

thatlookfamiliar,Iknowmostpeople

dohavesuchfaces.

Ora:“NoBaba,it’sticklish”shesays



almostoutofbreath.

Sheislyingonherbackwhileherfather

ticklesherbody.Youcan’thelpbut

nothinghowgoodofafathermybrother

is.IsowishIhadhim inmylifewhile

growingup.Iam surehewouldhave

beenthebestbigbrotheranyonecould

askfor.Ihavenotknownhim forlong

butIhavelearnedhehasabigheartand

familymeanseverythingtohim.

Phumla:“Ohkprincessitsbedtime,let’s

gotuckyouin”hesayspickingherup

from thecouch.“SaynightMalome”



Ora:“GoodnightMalome”

Me:“Goodnightprincess,Iwillseeyou

tomorrow”

TheywalkupstairswithOralaughing

loudlyIcan’thelpbutsmile.Sheisfree

spiritedandhasabeautifullaughterthat

canmelteventhecoldesthearts.Ipick

uptheremoteandchangethechannel

towatchtheLiverpoolgame.
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Phumla



Thapelo:"youcan'thonestlyblameme.I

reallythoughtsheabortedthechildlikeI

toldherto"hesaysasIwalkinthe

house.

Heisbusycleaningbloodthatisoozing

outofhisnose.ItrulylostitwhenI

askedhim whathappened,whydidRori

reactlikethatafterseeinghim.Allhe

couldsaytomewas"IthinkIam Ora's

father".Icouldhavehandleditbetterbut

Iallowedangertocloudme.Imusthave

lostitbecauseIfoundmyselfbeating

him up.

Ipassedhim thereandwalktothe



bedroom.Ihavefarbetterthingsto

worryaboutthanwhathethoughtshe

didafterheleftherpregnantandbroken.

Yes,Iknowhowbrokenshewasafter

hewalkedoffonher.

Shemighthavenotshareditwithme

butherbrotherdid.Hetoldmeabout

herstateofmindpostthebreakup,the

depressionandthesuicidalthoughts

andattempt.Ivowedtoloveherand

protectherfrom alltheheartbreakand

headacheandnowIfeellikeIfailedher.

Ibroughthim backtoherlife.

Ichangeintoacleant-shirtbecausethe



oneIam wearingisallbloodiedup.I

grabmycarkeysandphonebefore

runningoutofthehouseignoringmy

brother.Fuckhim forallicare,Ihave

millionsthoughtrushinginmymind

rightnow.Iam worriedaboutthestate

shewasinasshedroveout,Iprayshe

arriveshomesafe.Ialsopraythatmy

unbornchildandprincessarefine

becauseIsawhowshecriedforme

whenhermotherwasdrivingoff.

Ikeeptryingherphonewhichjustrings

untilvoicemail.'Fuck'Icursehittingthe

steeringwheel.IknowIam drivinglikea

maniacbutmymindisnotonthespeed



limitsrightnow.IsoonarriveatRori's

house,Idon'tseehercarsoassumeshe

parkedinthegarage.Irunoutofmycar

assoonasIpark.

Iknockoncebeforeusingmykeyand

letmyselfinsidethehousewhichlook

deserted.Igofrom room toroom calling

OraandRori'snames.Itlookslikethey

didnotcomeherewhichleavesmewith

oneoption.

******

Rorisang



Howdidmylifebecomesuchamessin

asplitsecond?FewdaysagoIwasat

myhappiest.Iwasenjoyingmyselfwith

amanwhohasshownmenothingbut

loveandcommitment.Amanwholoves

mychildlikehisown.Aselflessman

whowouldsacrificehisownhappiness

justtoseemehappy.Amanwhowas

alwayspatientwithmenomatterwhat.

Yes,Ihadmystressfultimesupon

findingoutthatIam pregnantagain,but

Phumlaeasedmeintolovingtheideaof

havingachildwithhim.Ishouldhave

knownthatallthiswillcomecrumbling

down.Happyendinghaveneverbeenfor



girlslikeme.Ihaveneverthoughtinmy

wildestdreamsthatThapelowould

comebackintomychild’slifeinthis

manner.Notinmyhorrificnightmares

didIeverthinkthatmypastwith

Thapelowouldthreatenmyhappiness

withPhumlaoranymanforthatmatter.

Iwipemytearsusingatissueinmy

hand.Iam sittingatthisparkinglot

cryingmyeyesout.Icouldhavedriven

tomyhousebutIcouldn'tbecauseI

knewPhumlawillbefollowingme.SoI

drovetohomeanddroppedOrawho

wassleepingfrom allthecryingand

drovehere.It’sagoodthingIonlyfound

AuntSophyathome.Myfatherwould



haveseenrightthroughmeandIam not

sureIwouldhavebeenstrongenoughto

holdon.

Itakeinadeepbreathandwalkoutof

thecartothereception.Ibookmyselfa

room,Iseepeoplelookingatmeweird.

Itmustbebecauseofthisdarkshades

thatIam wearingindoors.Ican’ttake

them offbecauseofmyswollenred

eyes.Itakemykeyandwalktomyroom,

Isighandthrowsmyselfonthebedas

soonasIwalkinside.Ineedtosleepoff

thisheadachethatIam feelingsinceI



can’tingestanypill.

ImakesurethatmyPhoneisswitched

offbecauseIdon’twanttotalkto

anyoneespeciallyPhumla.Hehasbeen

blowingmyphonewithcalls.HowdoI

lookathim thesamewayagain?How

doIstillcontinuebeingwithhim?Iam

notsurehowallthiswillplayout,butI

willneedhim toseereason.Ihatehis

brotherwithpassionforallhehasput

methroughanditwouldbeselfishof

metoexpectPhumlatoturnhisbackon

hisbrother.Theyonlyhaveeachotherin

thisworld,sobeinginPhumla’slife

meanshavingThapeloinmylifeandmy

daughter’slife.Adaughterhewanted



killedevenbeforeshewasgivena

chancetolife.Iwillneverallowthat,

evenifitmeanswalkingawayfrom the

loveofmylife.

Isitevenallowedculturallytosleepwith

twobrothers?Evenworsebearthem

bothkids?HowdoIcontinuewith

Phumlawhilehavingmyexwhoisa

fathertomyfirstchildasabrotherin

law?Idozeoffwithallthesethoughtsin

mymind.

*****

Phumla



Iwalkintothehouseandgostraightto

thestudy.Ineedtofindthecarpolicy

documentsandtrytohackintothe

trackingsystem installedinthecarto

trackRoridown.Iam worriedabouther

andmykids.Especiallytheonethatshe

isstillcarryingbecauseshecaneasily

losehim orher.Ipunchthewallatthe

thoughtofherlosingmychild.Shit,my

knucklesandhandhurtslikehell.Where

thehellissheandwhatthoughtsare

goingthroughhermindrightnow.Iwish

wecouldhaveallsetdownand

discussedthiswholethingrationally.I

pourmyselfaglassofwhiskeyasIgo

throughthepapersinthebottom drawer.



AfterleavingherhouseIdrovetoher

homeinSeshegoandtherewasnosign

ofherbecausethecarwasnotparked

outside.Isentachildwhowaspassing

bytogoandcallherformejustincase

andthechildcamebacksayingthatshe

isnothome.

Thapelo:“Aretheyohk?”

Ilookupandfindhim standingbythe

door.Iclickmytongueandlookbackto

thelaptopandthepaperstryingtoenter

theVINnumberonthesystem.He

betternotcomenearmebecauseIwill



takeoutallmyfrustrationonhim.

Thapelo:Sigh“PhumlaIam verysorry,I

didnotmean…….”

Me:“Youareapologizingtothewrong

personThapeloandIdon’thavetimefor

yoursorrymina”Isaycuttinghim off

withoutevenlookingathim.“Doyou

evenknowthedamageyoudidtoher?

……..huh?………Doyou?”Isaylooking

upandpointingafingerathim.



Thapelo:“NoIdon’t”hesaysslowly

shakinghishead“Iwasyoungandnaïve

then”

YoungandNaïvemyass.Hewasold

enoughtoknowwhatwasrightand

wrong.Heprobablydidnotloveher

enoughbutheshouldn’thaveturnedhis

backonhisownchildandmakehergo

throughallthatshewentthrough

becauseofhiscowardice.

Thesystem isnotrespondingwelland

thisfrustratesmesobadthatIthrewa

glassofwhiskyatwallnexttowherehe

isstanding.



Me:“GetoutofherebeforeIkillyou,I

needtofindmywomanandchildren”I

shoutathim.

Hestandsfixedatthesamespot.This

givehim adeathstare,heshouldnot

pissmeoffrightnow.

Thapelo:“Mydaughterisouttheretoo

stopbeingselfishlikeyouaretheonly

onewhohasalovedonemissing”

shoutsback.

Itakeadeepbreath,Icouldstandup



andbeathim tonextyearbutIdon’t

havetheluxuryoftime.Ineedtofind

Roriandmakesuresheisok.

Me:“Awuna‘mtwanaThapelo(Youdon’t

haveachild).Youhadyourchildaborted

allthoseyearsago”Isaycalmlyand

continuewhatIam doingonthelaptop.

Thapelo:chuckling“Keepfooling

yourself”hesaysbeforewalkingoutof

thestudy.WhydidOra’sfatherhaveto

bemybrother?Iwishitwassomeone

elsebecauseIwouldnotevenhesitate

toarrangehim ameetingwithhis

ancestors



*****

Rorisang.

Imusthavedozedofffewhoursago

becauseit’sdarkintheroom.Iswitch

onthelightsandtakeaquickshower

beforegoingdownstairsfordinner.Iam

famishedrightnow,Ijustremembered

thatIhavenoteatenanythingthewhole

daybecauseIwassadandstressedout.

Idishmyselfaplateofalmost

everythingofferedonthebuffetbefore



grabbingachaironanemptytableto

enjoymyfood.

Him:Laughing“Wow,youmustbereally

hungry,somuchfoodforoneperson”

Ilookupandsmile,Ihaven’tseenhim

lately

Me:“Ieatfortwoyouknow”Isayrolling

myeyes

Him:Shocked“Congratulations,byall

meanseatallthefoodyoucanstomach

dear”hesayspullingachairandjoining



me.

Me:“Whatareyoudoinghere?”

Him:“Ihadalatemeetingwithaclient

from Jo’burgsosinceheisbookedhere

Ithoughtitwouldmakesensetomeet

hereplusIlovetheirfood.Whatabout

you?”

Me:Takinginadeepbreath“Ijustcame

forthefood”

Him:Chuckling“Ifyousayso,Iam not

goingtoaskyouamillionquestionslike



oneofmysubjectsinthecourtroom.I

canseethatyouarenotfinebutItrust

thatyoudoknowwheretofindme

shouldyouneedtotalk.Ididmeanwhat

Ioncesaidtoyou,Iam hereforyouasa

friend.Anytimeallthetime”hesays

givingmeaconcernedlookandItryto

fakeasmilebutmytearshadtofailme

andfalldownlikeariver.

HehandmeahandkerchiefwhichIuse

towipemytears.

Me:“Iam sorry,pleaseexcusemy

mess”Isaystillwipingmytears



Him:“Itsok,youarestillabeautiful

mess.Toobadpeopleinthisplaceare

startingtogivemefunnylooks.Ibet

theythinkIam harassingyou”

IlookaroundandIlaughandhejoins

me.Thendocanbecrazysometimes,no

oneispayingattentiontous.

Thendo:“Nah,keepitasasouvenir,

maybeframeifwhenyougethome”he

sayswhenItrytohandhim backhis

handkerchief.

IlookupandseePhumlawalking

towardsus.IsighsinceIam tryingto



hidefrom him andhereheis.Iwonder

howhefoundme.Thendo,turnstolook

behindhim toseewhatIhavemyeyed

focusedon.

Thendo:“Doyouwantmetogetridof

him?”hesayssoftlylookingbackatme.

Ishakemyheadandtakeinadeep

breath.IwishhecanbutIjustdon’t

wantdramaandIknowhowstubborn

Phumlacanbe.

Phumla:“Roriasambe(Letsgo)”he

saysgrabbingmyarm



Me:“Iam notleaving”

Thendo:“Youheardher,sheisnot

leavingsobeatit”

Phumla:“Ungenaphiwena?(Howisthis

anyofyourbusiness?)”Phumlasays

lettinggoofmyarm andmovingin

Thendo’sface.Thendostandupasifhe

isreadytotakePhumlaon.

Thisisgettingoutofhandsand

attractingunnecessaryattentiontoour

table.Ishouldhavestayedinmyroom



andstarvedtodeath.Ionlywantedto

havemymealinpeacebeforegoing

backtosleepandnowthesetwoman

areabouttograbeachother’sthroatsin

arestaurantfullofpeople.

Thendo:“Clearly,youdidnothearher.

SoIam tellingyou,sheisnotgoing

anywhere”

AtthispointIstandupandleave.Ifthey

wanttofightlikelittlekids,themustjust

doitontheirown,Iwillnotstayhere

andwatch2grownassmanfight.Idon’t

evenunderstandwhattheyarefighting

for.Iwalktomyroom andcrymyselfto



sleep.Mylifeisamessallthankstothe

Zungubrothers.

[05/04,21:13] :Insert34

Rorisang

IsmellhiscolognebeforeIcouldeven

openmyeyes.Iam notsurewhattime

didIfallasleepbutIam surehewasnot

herewhenIdid.IalsoknowthatIlocked

theroom beforegoingtosleep,which

leavesmewiththequestion‘Howdidhe

getinhere?’

Islowlyopenmyeyesbeforesittingup.I



feelverypressedsoIgetupfrom the

bedanddragmyfeettothebedroom.

Yep,heisheresleepingonthesofa.I

takealookathim tomakesurehehas

nobruisesonhisfacebefore

proceedingtothebathroom.Fortunately,

hehasnonIhopeThendoisalso

withoutanybruisesthismorning.I

wonderwhattheygotuptoafterIleft

them ateachother’sfaceslastnight.

Iwalkinthebathroom anddomy

business,Imusthavereallybeen

pressedcozitsoundslikeIopeneda

tapofwater.Iwipemyself,getupand

closethetoiletlidbeforeflashing.Iread

somewherethatyouneedtoclosethe



lidbeforeflashingsothatthegerms

don’tflyintheroom.Iwalktothebasin

takealookatmyselfbeforewashingmy

hands,faceandbrushingmyteeth

beforegoingback.Imustsay,Ilook

exactlythewayIfeel,drained.

Me:“Goodmorning”Isaywalkingback

in.

Phumlaisupstretchinghisarmsand

twistinghisneck.Itmusthavebeenvery

uncomfortableforhim sleepingonthe

sofa.AnywayhedidnothavetosoI

don’tunderstandwhyhedid.



Phumla:“What’ssogoodaboutit?”

Isn’thebeingdramaticrightnow?Heis

notallowedtobecrankyatme,it’snot

likeIforcedoraskedhim tosleeponthe

sofa.IrollmyeyesassoonasIpass

him makingsurethathedoesn’tseeme.

Iknowhowmuchhehatesit.

Me:“Howdidyougetinhere?”Iafter

gettingbackintomyblankets.

Phumla:“Ihavemyways”hesays

beforeleavingtogotothebathroom.



Iam notevengoingtoaskwhatways.I

takemyphoneandswitchitbackon.

100messagescomesfloodingin.Iam

noteveninterestedinanyofthem Iwill

checkthem later.TheonlypeopleIneed

tocallaremyparentsandmychild.I

don’tlikehowshewasthelasttimeI

sawher.Someofyoumightcallme

childishandselfishbutnoneofyou

knowswhatIam goingthrough.Noneof

youcancomprehendthelevelofhateI

haveforThapelo.Ohyes,Idoblame

Phumlabecauseifhehasnotcomeinto

mylifeThapelowouldonlybeapartof

myhistoryandnotacurrentthorninmy

life.



Mybiggestfearisforhim towantto

takeawaymychildbecauseIam

definitelynotwillingtolethim bepartof

herlife.Notwhenhemadeitcleartome

thathedidnotwantherinthefirstplace.

Iwouldnotwantmychildtogrowup

thinkingshewasamistakebecauseshe

wasmorethanthat.Shewasmylittle

giftfrom universethatsawmefitto

motherher.

Mom:“Ohmybaby,whereareyou?

Pleasetellmeyouareallright.Gape

asekerobalemabanengwanaka(I

couldn’tsleeplastnightmychild)and

yourphonewasoffandnooneknew

whereyouare.Boyagaehle(Please



comebackhome)Rorisang”shesay

answeringthephone.

Ididnotmeantostressthem outIjust

neededspaceandknowingmymother

shewouldhavefussedovermethe

wholenight.Ialsodidnotwantmy

fathertothinkIam goingbackintothe

darkmentalspaceIwasoncein.

Me:“Kekgopelatshwarelomma(Iam

sorrymom),Ididnotmeantostressyou.

Ijustneededsometimealone.Iwill

comehometoday.Kekgopelaleapeye

Kgogoyabothata(Pleasecookthehard

bodychicken)”



Mom:“Iwillbaby,butjustknowIexpect

youtotellmeeverythingthathappened

yesterday.Idon’twantyoukeeping

thingsfrom usandfeelinglikeyouare

allalonebecausewearehereforyou

always.Notjustusbutyourbrotherstoo

okbaby”

Ican’thelpbutsmile.Myfamilyhas

alwaysbeenmyrocktoleanon.They

havealwaysbeenthereforme

wheneverIneededthem.Theyweremy

strengthwhenIwasweakduringthe

wholeThapelosagaandtheyallplayed

aroleinparentingmychildhenceshe

neverfeltlikeshehasasingleparent.



Phumlawalksbackinwrappedina

towel,Iguesshewastakingashower

whileinthebathroom.

Me:“Iwillmma(Mom),Ineedtogonow.

WewilltalkwhenIgethome”

Mom:Deepbreath“Reagorata

Rorisang(WeloveyouRorisang)”

Me:“Lennakealeratamma(Ialsolove

youmom)”Isaybeforehangingup.

*******



Phumla

Damnmybodyispainfulashell.Iam

neversleepingonasofaagainno

matterwhat.ItfeellikeIhavebeen

beatenupwithatonofbricks.Ihatethe

feelingbecauseitremindsmeofthe

firstweekIsleptinprison.Ithoughthe

hotwaterwilldomejusticebutmybody

isstillstiff.Idressupinyesterday’s

clotheswhileplayingdifferentscenarios

inmymindofhowthingsaregoingto

turnoutforRoriandI.

Me:“So,everytimewerunintoa

stumblingblockyouwillruntoanother



man’sarmsRorisang?”Isaycalmly

placingachairnexttothebedand

sittingdown.

Sheplaceherphoneonthesideandlift

herheadtolookatme.Iseetears

buildingupinhereyesandIclosemy

eyesandsigh.Howam Isupposedto

haveaconversationwithherwhileshe

iscrying?Didn’tshecryenoughlast

night?Nakhoukhalelani?(Whyisshe

evencrying?)

Rori:“Wow,youthinkwitheverythingI

am goingthroughIwouldruninto

anotherman’sarms,Phumlani.Isthat



howlowyouthinkofme?”

Me:Chucking“Whatam Isupposedto

think?Youdroveoutofmyhouselike

youwereonfirewhilecryinglikeI

wantedtomurderyouwithouteven

tryingtoletmeinonhowyouwere

feelingorwhathappenedtosetyouoff

likethat.Youswitchedoffyourphone

andIfindyouinacompanyofanother

manhavingdinnerandlaughing.Aman

whohastheaudacitytostanduptome

whenIam talkingtoyou………….Tellme

whatam Isupposedtothink?”Istillsay

calmly.



Iftherewasonethingspendingtimein

prisontaughtmewaspatience.

Imeanspendingtimeinasmallprison

cellfor4yearsdoingnothingmuchand

notseeinganythingnewandstillbeable

tofightofftheedgetododrugsor

commitsuicidecanhavethatsortof

effectonyou.

Rori:“YOUARESUPPOSEDTOASKAND

NOTASSUMEPHUMLANI!!”shesays

wipinghertears.

Didshejustraisehervoiceatme?



Me:Chuckling“RESPECTRORI!!”Ishout

back“showsomerespectok.Iam

talkingtoyoucalmlyandIexpectthe

samecourtesyyoufrom you”Isay

calmlywithmyeyesclosed.

Rori:Sniffing“Iam sorry,Ididnotmean

toraisemyvoiceatyou”Sniffing

“Everythingisjustamessandalltoo

muchforme”

Istandupandsitonthebedandlether

cryonmyshoulderswhilerubbingher

back.Iunderstandwhatshemeans

whenshesayseverythingisamessbut



Ineedhertobestrongnotjustforme

butforthechildthatsheiscarrying

becausetoomuchstressinnotgoodfor

him/her.

Me:“TellmewhatyouwantandIwill

giveittoyou.Anythingnomatterhow

difficultitisforme…..Iwilldoit.Aslong

asit’ssomethingthatwouldmakeyou

happyandrelievethestressthatyouare

placingonyourselfandourbaby”I

whisperinherears.

Shepullsbackfrom myembraceand

wipehertears.Iwalktothebarfridge

andbringherabottleofwater.Imeant



everywordIsaidtoher.Iwilldo

anythingshewantsmetodorightnow

aslongasitwillbeforthegoodofboth

herandmychild.

Shetakesthebottleandgulpthewater

down.Itakeasitonthechairbythebed

again,Ineedtolookatherwhilewe

havethisconversation.

Me:“So,ufunainifrom mina?(Whatdo

youneedfrom me?)”

Rori:Deepbreath“Ineedyoutogiveme

space”Sniffing“Spacetodealwith

everythingthatishappeninginmylife



rightnow.InfactwhatIneedisbreak.I

knowthatbeinginyourliferightnow

meansbeinginyourbrother’slifeandI

don’thavethestrengthtodealwithhim

andallthebadmemorieshecomeswith.

Likeyousaid,Ineedtobeatmy

strongestrightnow,bothphysicallyand

emotionally.Ioweittobothmychildren

andmyself,especiallythechildthatIam

carryingbecausebelieveyoume,Iam

readytobeamothertohim/herandI

can’trisklosingthischild”shesays

rubbinghertummy.

Itryandswallowthehugelumponmy

throatwhilewipingthetearthat

escapedfrom myeye.Thisisoneturn



ofeventIdidnotexpect.Itreallyhurts

sobadly,IdoloveRorisangmorethanI

haveeverlovedbeforeandIthoughtwe

wouldbetogethernomatterwhat.I

expectedustobetogetheragainstall

odds.

Rori:“IloveyouverymuchManziniandI

willalwaysloveyoubutIcan’tbewith

you”

Ihavemyeyesclosedandmyface

coveredinmyhands.It’sallsilentinthe

room,theonlysoundapersoncanhear

ishersniffing.Sheiscryingandher

tearsaretearingmeupinsidehenceI



burymyfacesothatIdon’tgettolook

ather.Idon’tunderstandhowcouldthis

bewhatsheneedswhenit’shurting

bothofussobad.

Rori:“Youpromisedtograntmeany

wishaslongasit’sforthegoodofboth

meandourchild……..AndthisiswhatI

needfrom youSengwayo”Iliftupmy

faceandforceasmile.

Me:“Youarenotrunningtohim are

you?”

Rori:“No,Iam not”shesaysshakingher

headandInod.



Me:“IloveyouverymuchMaZunguand

ifsettingyoufreemeansmakingyou

happyandstressfreethenIwilldoit.As

difficultasitisIwilldoitforyouandour

children.Iwoulddoanythingforyour

happinessevenifitmeanssacrificing

myownhappiness.ButIwillneedone

thingfrom youtoo”

Rori:“Anything”

Inodslowly

Me:“Ineedyoutoallowmyunclesto



cometoyourparentsandpaydamages

forbothkids.Iwantthem todoallthe

traditionalritessothatmychildcanbe

bornaZungu,Ialsoneedyoutoletme

experienceeverystepofthispregnancy

withyou.Letmeattendeverydoctor’s

appointment,letmeknowaboutyou

cravingsImeanevery……little………thing”

Rori:Smiling“Iwouldnotexpect

anythinglessfrom youManziniwhenit

comestoyourchild.Ipromisetoletyou

inoneverything”

Me:“RoriIaskedforthedamagestobe

paidonbothkids”



Rori:“Idon’tunderstand”

Me:sigh“Ineedyoutogiveme

permissiontoaskSytodraftmelegal

paperstoadoptOralegallyasmine.She

isasmuchofaZunguasthatchildyou

arecarryingandIloveherlikemyown

andIcan’tjustabandonher,soIneedto

continuebeinginherlifeasfatherin

everyaspect”

Rori:“Idon’twantyourbrotherinmy

daughter’slifePhumla”



Me:“LikeIsaid,sheismydaughtertoo,

soIwilldealwithThapeloyoudon’t

havetoworryyourself.Justgivemea

goaheadtotalktoSy”

Rori:“Ineedtotalktomyparentsfirst

concerningtheOraissue”

Me:“That’sallIask”

Istandupandmakehergetoutofbed.I

pullherintomyembraceandholdonto

herlikethereisnotomorrow.Myheart

isinpiecesrightnowandIpraytoGod

andtheZunguancestorstogivemeall

thestrengthIneed.



Me:“GoshowerandIwilldrivetothe

malltogetyouachangeofclothes,I

needtofeedyouanddriveyouhome”I

saykissingherforehead.Shenodsand

walkstothebathroom.

Ijustbreakdownandfallonmyknees

andletitallout.Ipullapillowonmy

faceandletthetearsfalldownwhile

tryingconcealingthesoundwiththe

pillow.Someonemightaskwhyam Inot

fightingharderforherbutwhatIknowis,

sometimesyouhavetosetthem free

andiftheyarereallymeantforyouthey

willcomeback.Ifit’smeanttobeitwill

be.
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Phumlani

Todayisthemostdreadfuldayforme.I

feellikeawalkingzombie,Ijust

pretendedtobefinewhenIwaswith

RorisangbutdeepdownIam

heartbroken.Itookheroutforbreakfast

anddroppedheroffatherhomein

Seshegobecausesheneededtotalkto

herparentsandcalledamaxitaxito

takemebacktothehoteltocollectmy

car.

Icouldn’tletherdrive,maybebecauseI



wasjustbeingselfishandjustneededa

reasontobeinherpresence.Ipraythat

herparentstalksomesenseintoher

becausethebreakistakingquiteatoll

onme.

MaybeIdivedintoodeep,Iknewshe

wasnotreadyforacommitmentandI

triedtoforceitonher.Someonemight

sayIwasjusttoohasty,Icouldhave

takenmytimetoknowherandherpast

buttherealityofthematterisIwas

underpressure.Underpressuretomake

upforallthetimethatIhavelostwhile

incarcerated.



WhenIcomeoutIfeltlikeIwasleft

behindinlife.Mostofmyfriendswere

married,hadkidsandboomingbusiness

whileIdidtimeforthem.MaybeIwent

aboutitthewrongwayandnowIam

gettingburnedforit.Whatisdoneis

doneandImuststopbeatingmyselfup

forit.

Noonecouldhavepredictedthe

outcome.IfeelinloveandItookmy

changeandIdon’tregretanythingabout

it.Iam happythatsomethinggoodis

comingoutofthisrelationshipthat

RorisangandIhad,Ican’twaitforour

babytobebroughtintothisworld.The

littleevidenceofourlove.Ismileatthis



thought.

Thapelo:“Youareback?”

Me:“Ilivehereincaseukhlohliwe(You

forgot)”Isaywithoutliftingmyheadto

lookathim.Iam sittingonthecouch

withmyhandonmyforeheadand

holdingaglasswithanother.

Thapelo:“Don’tyouthinkyouarebeing

selfishPhumlani”

Ichuckleandkeepquiet,heisoneto

talkaboutbeingselfish.



Thapelo:“SheismydaughterPhumla

andIneedher”hetakesaseatona

couchadjacenttome.

Ilookathim andkeepquite.Heshould

takethisopportunityandsayhispiece.

WhenIstarttalkingIwillnotbeasking

him questionsbutIwillgivehim

instructions.

Thapelo:“Yes,Icouldhavedonethings

differentlywhenIfoundoutshewas

pregnantbutwecan’tcryoverspiltmilk.

Iwouldliketoapologiestoherandown

uptomymistake.SurelyIcannotturn



backtimeandundowhatIdid,Ican’t

undothepainthatIcausedherbutI

wanttotryandmakeituptoher.Ineed

togettoknowmychildandshe

deservestoknowherfather.Iam not

planningtocomebetweenyouand

RorisangallIneedistobepartof

Oratilwe’slife”

Me:“Whatareherfullnames?”silent.

“Whenisherbirthday?”silent.Inod

slowly“ohkatleasttellwhatareher

favoritecartoons?”silent“Whatgradeis

shein?”silent“Whatissheallergicto?”

stillsilent.“Well,Isayit’stoolatetoplay

daddydearestnow,Melenahasafather

andshedoesn’tneedasperm donor



complicatingherlife.Hermotherwould

appreciateitifyoustayawayfrom her

childandsowillI”Isaybeforegulping

downtheremainingdrinkinmyglass

andwalkingoff.

Hecansitthereandcryallhewants,he

madeachoicetowalkawayandthese

aretheresults.Toobad,myheartandI

werecaughtinthecrossfire.Istopat

thedoorandtakealookandhim.

Me:“Bytheway,youaremovingtoKZN

andbeforeyougo,Iwillgiveyousome

documentstosignandyouwillsign

them,ngoba(because)Iwillnotbe



askingyou.Afriendofminewillmake

sureyouareemployedatsomeschool

thatside,youbetternotfuckthischance

up”Isaybeforewalkingoff.

*****

Rorisang

Mom “Sobothyourkidsaregoingto

growupwithoutfathersRorisang?I

understandthatyoudidnothavea

choiceinthematterkaOrabecausethat

stupidboywalkedoff.Butnowgonait’s

yourdoing”



Sheisdisappointedinmychoiceinthe

matter.Icanhearitinatone,sheisnot

eventryingtoseethingsfrom my

perspective.Ican’tevenlookanyof

them intheeye.Iam justlookingdown,

tearsarejustfallinglikethePhiphidi

waterfallandallIcandoisletthem fall.

Dad:“Soyouhaveamanngwanaka(My

child),……..Whowantstobewithyou?

…………Amanwhosechildyouare

carryingandhewantstobethereforhis

child.……………Thismanalsowantsto

adoptlegallyandraisehisbrother’s

childwhom youhavemotheredyears

agoandisnotevenmovedbythe



historybetweenyouandhisbrother,but

youchoosenottobewiththisman.

……………….Eventhoughyouclaim that

youlovehim verymuchandheloves

youtoo”Chuckling“Haiakekwishishi(I

don’tunderstand)”myfathersays

shakinghishead.

Wehavebeengoingbackandforthon

thisissueforovertwohoursnow.

Clearly,theydon’thearmeandIdon’t

hearthem.Sowemightaswellagreeto

disagree.ThisismychoiceandIwill

justleavewithit.Iwipemytearsand

continuesniffing.Ihavesaidenoughto

them Ihavenothingmoretosay.



Mom:“Maybethisisagoodthing”

Iliftmyheadandlookatmymother.I

don’tunderstandwhatcouldbesogood

aboutthis.

Mom:“Imeanclearly,youdon’tdeserve

thisman.Okwagalaagudileka

hlaloganyong(Hesoundsmatured)and

youontheotherhandstillneedsto

growup.Itsobviousngwanaka(My

child)youarenotreadyforacommitted

relationship”sheturnsandlookatmy

father“Mokoena,dumelelabathoba

batlebadirelebanababonadiswanelo.

Rorisangopaletswegommearetlo



panishabanalemonnayowabatho”

(Mokoenaletthosepeoplecomeand

paydamagesfortheirchildren,clearly

Rorisangfailedandwearenotgoingto

punishthekidsandthispoorman”

Iseemydadnodding.

Dad:“Iagree,thismanisreadytoFather

bothchildrenandIbelieveeverychild

needshis/herfather’ssurname”he

turnsandlookatme“Tellthisman

wagaZungu,tosendhisuncles”

Hestandupandwalksoff.



Mom:sighing“Watseba(Youknow)

Rorisang,IthoughtIraisedyoubetter

thanthis.Markmywordsmychild.

MonnaowagaZunguotlomogopola

tsatsilelengwe(Youwillrememberthis

Zungumanoneday).Iprayforyour

sakeitwillnotbetoolate.From whatI

heardabouthim andhisactions,ke

monnagaregabanna(Heisaman

amongstman)”

SheisnotwrongaboutPhumlabeinga

manamongman.Iknowthattoowell.

*******



(3monthslater)

Rorisang

Ora:“MommypleasecallBabaandask

whattimehewillbehere”

Irollmyeyesatthisone,shejusttoo

excited.Whoam Ikidding,sheisalways

excitedtogotoPhumla’shouse,which

hasbecomehersecondhome.Idon’t

understandwhythoughbecauseshe

goesthereeveryFridayandcomesback

onSundaynight.



TheZungusdidcomeandpaid

damagesforbothchildrenandPhumla

hasadoptedOraLegally.Allthatisleft

isforhertochangehersurnameto

Zunguaftersometraditionalritualthat

needtobedoneinPhumla’shomein

Kzn.WeagreedtowaitforPJtobeborn

firstsothattheritualscanbedonefor

bothkidsatonce.

Yes,Iam carryingaboyandPhumlais

justoverthemoon.Istillrememberthe

daywefoundout,hewassoexcitedhe

endedupkissingmeintheDoctor’s

room.Ikissedhim backandhequickly

pulledbackandapologized.Thedrive



backwasjustawkward,Iwon’tliethe

kissfeltsogoodandIwantedmore.

Toobadherefusedmyinvitationto

comeinwhenhedroppedmeoff,he

justsaidhecan’tcomeincozhehaslot

ofworktodo.

IhavenotseenThapelosincethatday,

Phumlatoldmethathebanishedhim to

KznandIam gladbecauseIwouldn’t

feelingcomfortablewithhim nearmy

child.Yes,Idespisehim thatmuch.I

don’tknowhowPhumlagothisbrother

tosignoverhispaternalrighttoOrabut

Iwillforeverbegrateful.



“Hello”afemalevoiceanswersthe

phone.

IlookatthescreentomakesureIcalled

thecorrectnumberandthecallerid

doessayZunguP.

“Hellooooooo”thefemalevoiceagain

Me:“Hi,canIpleasetalktoPhumlani”I

sayhesitantly.

Female:“Ooopleaseholdon,heisjust

comingoutoftheshower”



Wow.Iam notsurewhybutIfeelmy

cheeksburnwithtears.

Female:“Phumlani,thereissomeoneon

thephoneforyou”

Wow,Iwonderwhathesavedmy

numberasifthisgirljustcallsme

someoneonthephone.Iwasnoteven

awarethathemovedon,itmustbe

seriousifheallowshertoanswerhis

phonecalls.

Phumla:“Phumlanihello”hesayswith

hisdeepsexyvoice.



Itakeinadeepbreath,Ican’tlethim

hearthatIam crying.

Me:“Hi,PhumlaIam sorryIdidnot

meantodisturbyou”

Phumla:“Itsohkbabe,youcannever

disturbme.Iseverythingohk?Uright”

Me:“YesIam fine,Orawantedtoknow

whattimewillyoubehere”

Icantellheissmiling,thewaythisman

loveshiskidsneh.



Phumla:“CanIpleasetalktoher”

Me:“Pleasetellmeyouarestillcoming”

Phumla:“OfcauseIam coming,haveI

everstoodherup?”

Me:“No,youhaveneverstoodherup.

OracometalktoBaba”

Shecomesboltinginlikealightning.

Ora:“Baba,whattimeareyoucomingto



fetchme?”listens“yesImissyou”

Listens“OhkBabaIwillseeyousoon”

Listen“Iloveyoutoo”shesaysgiggling

beforehandingmethephone.

Phumla:“Pleasemakesuresheisready

inanhournebabe”

Me:“Xo,ehPhumla,whoisshe?”

Phumla:Sighing“No,youdon’tgetto

askmethat”

Me:“Sheisnotmeetingmydaughteris

she?”Iaskworkedup.



Phumla:“No,sheisnot.Youneedto

calm down.Iwouldobviouslydiscuss

suchthingswithyoubeforethey

happen”

Sotheywillstillhappen?

Me:“Ohk”

Phumla:“AnhourRori,ohk”

Me:“Shewillbeready”



Wesayourgoodbyesandhungup.I

grabmypillowandcuddlewithit.Imiss

him sobadbutiam tooproudtotellhim.
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Phumla

Thedaysispendwithmydaughterare

alwaysthebest.Shegivesmestrength

towakeupeachmorningandnotgive

up.Idon'tthinkIwouldhavesurvived

thepast3monthswithoutherafterRori

chosetoleaveme.

Sjavawasrightwhenhesaid'yazi



kubuhlunguukuthandaumuntu,uthi

umnikauthandolwakhiandtheydon't

appreciateit'

Iwouldhavedrownedmysorrowsin

alcoholandwallowedisselfpitybutI

hadtobestrong.SoIchosetobury

myselfinworkandfocusonbuildingan

empireformykids.Ialsoentertain

myselfwithfewwomenhereandthere

whilemakingitclearforthem Ican't

offerthem anythingserious.

Iam notgoingtostopsleepingwith

womanjustbecauseIhavenothing

moretoofferthem.ihavealreadylost



outfouryearsonthatsotheleastican

doistobehonestwiththem nletthen

makethatchoice.

Iam veryfocusedandIdon'tneed

distructions.Ioweittobothmy

daughterandunbornson.Icriedhappy

tearswhenwefoundoutthatweare

expectingason,alittleZunguprince.

Toobadhewon'tbegrowingupina

homewithbothparents,butwewill

makeitwork.Thesamewaywemakeit

workwiththeprincess.OraandIcan't

waitforPJtofinallygraceuswithhis

presence,wespendthedayonline

buyingstufffornurserybeforegoingfor

aswim.



Thislittleprincesssureleftadentonmy

account.Shechosesomanythingsfor

herbrotherandherselfobviously

includinganiPadforherself.Ismile

knowingthatistillhavetofighther

mothertoletheruseit,shesaysher

parentsandIspoilOraandshecan't

standit.

Ora:"Baba"shesayswalkingintothe

kitchen.

Iam standingbythestovetryingtofix

somethingforustoeat.Nothinghectic,

justpastaandmeatballsbecausethats



whattheprincesswants.

Me:"Yesbaby"isaypickingherupand

placingheronthecountercloseto

whereiam cooking.

Ora:"WhenaretheyarrivingBaba"

Me:"whatbaby?"iaskstirringthepots

andlookingather.

Ora:"Ourthings,theoneweboughton

theinternet"

Ichucklewhileshakingmyhead,



impatientaren'twe.

Me:"OnFridaybaby"

Ora:"okbabaican'twait"shesayswith

abiggestsmile"Canihaveataste?"

Ismileandgivehertasteofthe

meatballssoup.

Ora:"Notenoughsaltpleaseaddmore"

Ichuckleatthislittleprincesswhoistoo

bigforherownage.Itastethesoupand

sheisrightthesaltisnotenough.Itake



thesaltandsprinkleinthepotbeforei

closethelidandletitsimmer.

IpickOraupnmovetotheloungefora

movie,cartoonsobviouslycozIenjoy

spendingthislittlemomentwithmy

princess.Mydaughterandiknowhow

tohavefunwithoutleavingthecomfort

ofourhouse.

******

Rorisang

Man:"Hi,sorrytodisturbyoubutdoyou

mindifishareatablewithyou?



Ilookupandfindthisgoodlookingman

whom ihaveneverseenbeforestanding

infrontofme.

Me:"Iam actuallywaitingforsomeone

sir"Isaygivinghim afriendlysmiling.

Iliediam notwantingforanyone.Iam

herehavinglunchalonebecauseIwas

cravingtheirpastaandobviouslybored

athomesinceMaMaviswenthomeand

OrawenttoPhumla'sfortheweekend.I

wonderwhattheyaregettingupto.



Iwon'tlieimissthem bothsomuch.

Theyarebothsocloseyetsofar(if

thereissuchaphrase).Itslikewheni

pushedPhumlaawayhetookmychild

withhim.Iam happywiththekindof

relationshiptheyhavewitheachother

butithurtsmesomuchtoknowmy

childpreferstospendallherweekends

withhim andnotmewhilewedon'tsee

muchofeachotherduringtheweekdue

toherschoolandmywork.

Man:"Iwillleaveassoonastheperson

arrives,hopefullysometableswillbe

clearedupbythen"



Ilookaroundandnoticethatthe

restaurantisactuallyfullypacked.All

tablesareoccupiedandIam theonly

onesittingalone.Sometimesiforgot

howpackedthismallcanbeespecially

onpaydayweekendslikeyour15th,25th

andmonthend.Ishouldstartgoingto

Savannahmallbecausethecrowed

thereisalwaysbearable.Ismileandnod.

Hereturnsthesmileandgrabsthechair.

Man:"Youaretookind"hesaysmaking

himselfcomfortable."Mynameis

Aggreybytheway,AggreyKonje"he

saysstretchinghishand.



Me:"NicetomeetyoumrKonje,Iam

Rorisang"Istretchmyhandtomeethis

foragreeting.

Aggrey:"MrKonjeismyfather,atleast

thatiswhateveryonecallshim please

callmeAggrey"hesayswithone

beautifulsmileexposinghisperfect

whiteteeth.

IjustnodbecauseIhavenocomeback

forthat.Infactiam notplanningtohave

smalltalkwiththismanIbarelyknow.I

continueenjoyingmymealinsilence.

Aggrey:"Iwillhavewhateversheis



havingwithaglassofredwineplease"

hesaystowaitresswhotakestheorder

andleaves."Ihopeiwon'tregretthis"

Me:"regretwhat?"ilookathim puzzled.

Aggrey:"orderingwhatyouarehaving,i

am notmuchofapastafaninfacti

normallycameherefortheirpizza"

Me:"Thenwhydidorderpastainstead

ofpizza?"

Aggrey:"Becauseyouseemstobe

enjoyingit"hesayswithabigsmile.



Me:laughing"wellyoushouldknow

betterthantotrustapregnantwoman's

taste.Weirdthingshavebeenknownto

tastegoodtous"

Aggrey:"wowCongratulationsonyour

pregnancy.Doyouthinkitslateto

changemyorder?"heasksloweringhis

voice.

Ilaughandshakemyheadno.

Me:"here,tasteforyourselfanddecide

ifyouwanttochangeyourorderorkeep



it"isayhandinghim afork.

Hetakestheforkanddigsintomyplate.

Ilookathim asheplacesthefoodinhis

mouthandmoanswithhiseyesclosed.

Ican'thelpbutlaugh.Ithinkheisbeing

alittledramatic,likeachildwhotaste

sugarforthefirsttime.

Aggrey:"Ohkiam sold,ithinkiwillbe

keepingmyorder"

Inodathim andsmile.Hisfoodsoon

arrivesandwebothenjoyourmeals

overaflowingconversationfrom petrol

hiketohurricaneIdai.Aggreyisasmart



personandwellinformed,iguessheis

oneofthosepeoplewhowatches

nothingbutnewsonTV

***Aspromised,iguessiwillhavea

longEasterweekendsincemostofus

willbeinchurch,thebonusesare

makingupforEasterFridaythe19th

***

[05/04,21:14] :Insert37

Rorisang

Ora:“mommyImissedyou”shesays

launchingherselfinmyarms.



OohmylittleprincessImissedhertoo

somuch.Myweekendwasverylong

withouther.

Me:“Imissedyoutooprincess”Isay

kissingheralloverherface.

Phumla:“Ihopeyoumissedmeto

mommy”

Ilookupwithoutbreakingmyhugwith

Oraandgivehim mybiggestsmile.This

manisjusttoodamnhot.Heiswearing

whiteshorts,yellowmuscletanktop

andyellowbathushoesexposinghis

sexymuscles.



Me:“Yes,ImissedyoutoobabaLani”I

sayjokingly

Helaughsandshakeshisheadandwalk

pastustothesittingroom.Imaysound

likeIam jokingbutIam not,Ireallymiss

him sobad.Imisshiswarm hugs,wet

kissesanddeepslowstrokeswhenhe

makeslovetome.Isnapoutofmy

thoughts,Imustbeveryhornyandthis

pregnancyisnotdoingmeanyfavors.

Ora:“BababoughtmeaniPadmommy”

shesaysbreakingthehug.



Me:“Wowbabythat’sgreat,Iam happy

foryou.Ubabaisjustspoilingyoutoo

muchneh.”Isayforcingasmile.She

runstoherroom.

Ihavetoldthesepeopleoverandover

againtostopspoilingOra.Shehasso

manyunnecessarythingsforachildher

age.WhoownsaniPadatage6?I

guessshewillbegettingacarnext.

Me:“AniPadManzini?Whatdidwesay

aboutspoilingthechild?”Isaywalking

tothesittingroom.

Hemouth‘sorry’andwinksatme.Ijust



shakemyheadbeforejoinhim onthe

couch.Hepullsmeclosertohim andI

justsinkintohisembraceandrestmy

headonhischestwhileawarpmy

handsaroundhiswaist.Imissedthe

smellofhiscologne,Iam gladIstill

enjoyitdespitenotbeinghatingcertain

smell.

Phumla:“Kudliwanilaekhayazakwami?”

(What’sarewehavingforsupper?)

Me:“Ididnotknowyouarestayingfor

supper”Isaysoftly.

Phumla:“YaziIwasforcedtoeat



macaroniandmeatballsthewhole

weekend.Ireallyneedukudlakwange

mpela(Realfood)”

Ican’thelpbutlaughoutloud.Itserves

him righttoeatmacaroniandmeatballs

becauseheneversaysnotoOra.She

shouldjustcontinuebullyinghim

becauseshecanseehehasaverysoft

spotforher.

Me:“LuckyforyouIcookedenough

food.Iam justwaitingfortheroast

chickentobedoneandwewilleat”

Phumla:“ThankyouMmawengani



zam”Hesayskissingmyforehead.

Ismileandhughim tighter.Ilove

PhumlaverymuchandIbelieveheismy

soulmate.IknowIam confusingalot

ofyourightnowbutIhavealwaysand

willalwayslovethisman.Menotbeing

abletobewithhim hasnothingtodo

withmenotlovinghim orhim notloving

me.Weloveeachotherdearlyandthere

isnodoubtaboutthat.

WearenottogetherbecauseIdon’t

wanttoendupwithThapeloasmy

brotherinlaw.Idon’twanttoattendthe

samefamilygatheringswithhim.Ican’t



evenimaginebeinginthesamespace

withhim.So,shouldPhumlaandIend

uptogetherthatwilldefinitelyhappen

andIjustcan’tdeal.MaybeIneed

professionalhelp,maybeIhavenot

dealtwiththepainthathecausedme,

sountilthenIwilldoanythinginmy

powertostayclearofhim evenifit

meanslosingoutongreatestlove.

******

Phumla

Me:“wowthefoodwasgood,canI

pleasegetatakeawayformylunchbox

tomorrow”Isaybitingintomylastpiece



ofthemeat.

Rori:“Iwillpacksomeforyou”shesays

clearingtheplatesonthetableand

takingthem tothekitchen.

Me:“Babaneedstoleaveangithi

princess,IwillpickyouonWednesday

from schoolfortheappointmentwith

thedentistangithi?”

Ora:“Doyouhavetoleave?”shesays

withtearsthreateningtofall.

Me:“YouhaveschooltomorrowandI



havework”Isaypickingherupand

hugginghertightly.

Shenodswithherfaceburiedonmy

chest.Iknowsheiscryingbutthe

situationrightnowiswhatitis.Ihold

herlikethatforfewsecondsaswe

remaininsilent.Iknowsheiscryingbut

Iam gladsheisdoingitsilentlybecause

hersobbingwilljustbreakmyheart.

Oraisgoingtobeadaddy’sgirland

boyswillhavetogothroughmefirst.

Hermotherwalksbackinandaskwhat

iswrongusingsignal.Ishakemyhead

andmouththatsheshouldnotworry.



Shestretchoutherarmsformetogive

herOrabutIshakemyheadnobecause

Iknowshestillwantstoholdontome.

Me:“BabydoyouwantBabatotuckyou

in?”

ShenodsandImovehertohermom to

kissgoodnightbeforewalkingtothe

bedroom totuckherit.It’sagoodthing

thatshechangedintohersleepwear

afterbathingwhilewewerestillwaiting

forhermothertofinishupcooking.I

openherblanketbeforeplacingheron

thebedandcoveringher.



Me:“Goodnightprincess,Babaloves

youverymuchohk”Iwhisperinherear.

Ora:“IloveyoutooBaba”shesays

faintly.

Imovefrom thebedandmakemyway

tothedoor

Me:“Doyouwantmetoswitchoffthe

lightorleaveiton?”

Ora:“Pleaseswitchitoff”

Iswitchoffthelightandclosethedoor



behindme.

*****

Rorisang

Me:“Youareleavingalready”Isayto

PhumlaashecomesoutofOra’sroom

Phumla:“Unlessyouwantmetotuck

youintoo”hesayschuckling

Me:“Pleasebabatuckmein”Isaytrying

toimitateOra’svoice.



Phumlajustshakeshisheadandlaugh.

Yoooothatbeautifullaughdoes

somethingstrangedeepinmystomach.

Whyam Ifeelingthiswaytoday,damn

thispregnancyhormonesIjustonahigh

level.Phumlapullsmeinforahugfor

goodnightandIfoundmyselfattacking

hislips.

Atfirstheistooshockedtokissme

backbutaftersomefewsecondshe

kissesmerightback.Thekissisjuicy,

hotandallthingsgreatthatcanmake

youloseallyoursenses.Icanfeelitin

hiskissthathisneedformeisasdeep

asmyneedforhim.



Ipushhim againstthewallandcontinue

letouttonguedanceineachother’s

mouths.Idon’tevenknowwhereIgot

thestrengthtopushhim.

Hiswarm handsroamsareallovermy

bodymakingmeweakerandweaker.At

thispointIfeelhishardmanhood

pokingonmyabdominal.YesPhumlais

talllikethat.

Me:“TakemetobedManzini”Iwhisper

almostoutofbreath.Ican’teven

recognizemyownvoice.

Phumla:“Areyousurethisiswhatyou



want?”hesayslookingatmewitheyes

almostclosed.Ican’tbringmyselfto

sayanythingsoIjustnod.

HepicksmeupandIwrapmylegs

aroundhiswaistandwalkmetothe

bedroom.Heclosesthedoorandmakes

surehelocksit.Iguesshedoesn’twant

anyunwelcomedsurprisesfrom his

daughter.Atthispointintimebothour

heartsarebeatingfastandthe

breathingpatternshaveintensified.

Helaysmegentlyonthebedand

unbuttonsmydress.Hethrowsitdown

assoonashetakesitoffmybody.



Phumla:“Damn,RoriImissedyou”he

saylookingatmyalmostnakedbody.

AtthispointIam leftwithjustmypant

andmatchingbra.Hemovestomybelly

andkissesitallover.Hecomesbackby

leavingwettracesofkissedashe

movedtomymouth.Iam sureIam wet

likeaswampdownthereandthisman

istakinghisprecioustimeworshiping

mybody.Ipulluphistanktopand

exposehissexybodythatmakesme

crazy.

Hekicksoffhisshoesbeforetakingof



hisshorts.IswallowhardIseethe

evidenceofManzinireadyforbattle

throughhisboxershorts.Heunhooks

mybraandcupsbothmybreastashe

laysmeonthesidewithhim behindme.

Boxersoff,pantyoffasheplaceswet

kissesonmyneck,myweakestpost.

Hishandmovestomynanaandplays

rubsitmakingmecravehim evenmore.

Itdoesn’tevenmakeitbetterfellinghis

hardmemberpokingmybutt.

Finally,hepartsmylegsandentersme.

AsoftmoanescapemymouthandasI

moveclosertohim toallowhim togo



deeper.Hestartsoffslowlylikeheis

takinghistimeortryingtomakeitlast

longer.Iam moaningandheisgroaning

whileheisbusywhisperinghowmuch

helovesandmissesmeinmyear.I

knowthatinthemomentofweaknessI

alsoprofessedmyloveforhim.

Hepicksupthepaceashegoesin

deeperanddeeperbutcarefulenough

nottohurtmeorhispreciouscargo.I

soonreachmyheightbeforefeelinghis

warm evidenceinmynana.Igiggle

whenIfeelhismembertwitchinsideof

me.WelaylikethatandIsoonfall

asleepwrappedinhisarms.Ihaveno

regrets,Ishalldealwiththe



consequencesinthemorning.

[05/04,21:14] :Insert38

Phumla

Me:“youbettergooutthereandfixthe

littlemessthatyoumadeoryouare

firedyouhearme…..…….FIRED”Ishout.

Puseletso:“Iam sorryitwillnever

happenagain”shesayscrying.

Me:“Itbetternotorthisconversation

willbeconductedbyHRdiscussingyour

exitpackage.Whenyougethome



pleasemakesureyougothroughyour

contractagainandfocusonthelittle

sectionaboutperformanceandnon-

performance”Isaysoftly.

Shenodswhilesniffing,herlittletears

andsniffingareirritatingmetothecore.

Thispeoplearetoorelaxedinthis

company.Wepaythem wellandgive

them benefitsthatareabovewhatmost

peopleintheindustryreceiveandallwe

requirefrom them istobecompetentin

theirwork.

Me:“Andpleasewipethosedamntears

beforeyougetoutofhere.Weare



runningabusinessherenotapre-

school”Isaygettingoffmychairto

openthedoorforher.

Shewipeshertearsandfixherhair

beforeleavingmyoffice.Iclosethe

doorbehindherandpourmyselfaglass

ofwhiskeyfrom thecabinetthatIkeep

inmyoffice.Idownitneatonago

beforelooseningupmytie.Puseletso

havecreatedahugemessforthe

companyandwehavetopay1millionin

penalties.Iburymyheadinmyhandat

thethoughtofallthemoneyweare

losingbecauseofher.Myofficephone

continueringingdespitemeignoringit.

It’sKwenaandIknowheisnotplanning



tostopcallingluntilIanswer.

Me:“Kwena,whatcanIdoforyou”Isay

afterplacingthephoneonmyear.

Kwena:Chuckling“Iguessthe

employeesarenotlying”silent“Ihear

youhavebeenbitingeveryone’shead

offforthepastfewweeks”

Me:“Didyouhonestlycallmetosharea

littleofficegossip?SeriouslylikeIcare

whatpeoplesayaboutme”Isay

soundingannoyed.



Hehangsupthephone,howrude.He

shouldnothavecalledmetodiscuss

uselessthingswhenwehaveserious

issuestodealwithlikethe1millionrand

finethatwearefacedwith.Mydoorflies

openandKwenawalksinandsettleson

acouchbythewallawayfrom mytable.

Ilookathim withanger.Howdarehe,

firstheblowsmyphoneandhangsup

onme.Nowhebudgesintomyoffice

withoutknockingandsettlesonmy

couchwithoutaninvitationtodoso.

Mxm.

Kwena:Deepbreath“Zungu,Irespect

youverymuch………andithastakenalot

formetocomehereandtalktoyou



aboutthis………..butIfeelIoweittothe

employeetohavethisdiscussionwith

you,nomatterhowdifficultitis…..Ifeel

like…”

Me:“GettothepointKwenaIdon’thave

thewholeday”Isnapathim.

Kwena:“Wow,letmegetstraighttothe

pointthenZungu.Youhavebeen

makingeveryone’slifehereverydifficult.

Forthepastfewweeksyouhavebeen

makingeveryonewalkaroundeggshells

peoplecannotproduceanythingofgood

qualitywhentheyarescaredinthework

place.ImeanPuseletsowalkedoutof



yourofficeliterallyintearstodayjust

fewminutesago…..”

Me:“DidIbeatherup?No.didIverbally

abuseher?No.AllIdidwastoaddress

theissueathandwhichwascausedby

herincompetenceresultinginushaving

topayafineof1millionrands.Am I

makingherpaythemoney?NoIam not,

andyouareaskingmetosmileandsay

itsokPuselotseit’sjustamistake.You

andIbothknowthatthelittlemistake

thatcouldhavebeenavoidediscosting

thecompanyagreatdeal”

Kwena:“ThatIunderstandandIam not



sayingsheshouldgetawaywithit.The

issuescanstillbeaddressedwithout

anyonehavingtoshedatear.Shemade

amistake,sheacknowledgeditandshe

isgettingawrittenwarningforthat.

Yourmeetingwithhertodaywasreally

notnecessary.”

Me:“Thisemployeesneedstobe

remindedthatthisisaworkplaceand

wearerunningabusinessnotplay

house.Suemeforbeingfrankwith

them”

Kwenastandsupfrom thecouchand

walktomydesk.Heholdsonitwithtwo



handsandleansforwardtocomealittle

closertomyfacebutnottooclose.

Kwena:sigh“Yourmoodshavebeenoff

forthepastfewweeksZunguandyou

arenothearingwhatIam sayingtoyou

rightnow.Taketimeoffanddealwith

whateverissuesyouhaveandcome

backwitharenewedattitudebecause

wewillloseallourbestdevelopersno

onewantstoworkforadragonboss

whospitsfireatalltimes.Itoowouldbe

verydemotivated”hesayssoftlybefore

walkingoutofmyoffice.

Maybeheisright.Mymoodshavebeen



offforthepastfewweeks.6weeksto

beexact.That’sexactlyhowlongithas

beensinceRoriandImadelove.We

worshipedeachother’sbodiesthat

night.Wemadeeachotherfeelsogood

IsweartimestoodstillandIam sureall

thestarsaligned.

Onlyforhertowakemeupat3am in

themorningaskingmetoleavebecause

shewasregrettingourloveact.She

blameditonthepregnancyandhow

hornyit’sbeenmakingherfeel.Itried

talkingtoherbutshewasadamantthat

itwasnotsupposedtohappenandit

wasallamistakewhichwillnever

happenagain.



Iam notangrythatwemadelovethat

nightandsheregrettedit.Iknewit

mighthappenthatshecouldwakeup

andsayitwasamistake.Iam angryat

howshehandledthewholething.

Chasingmeoutat3am andavoiding

melikeaplaguefortheentireweek

includingnotansweringmycallslikeI

wasjustabootycallandnotthefather

ofherkids.

Istandupandpackupmythings.Ineed

togohomeandblowsomesteam inthe

gym.Ineedtoclearmymindandstart

planningitwithoutRorisanginthe

picture.Icannotforcehertobeinmy



lifewhilesheprefersnotto.Iam tooold

forhergames.

******

Rorisang

Thendo:“Youknowyoucanstillchange

yourmindright?”

Me:“PleasewhywouldIdothat,Imean

wherewouldIevengetanoutfitthis

late?”

Thendo:“Iam sureyouhavesomething



inyourclosetthatyoucouldwear”

Me:“PleaseThendohaveyouseenhow

bigIhavegrowninthepastfewmonths.

Mostthingsinmyclosetdon’tfitme

anymore”Isaylaughing.

Thendo:“Yahyouhaveapointthere……

OrIcouldcallmysisterwhoownsa

boutiqueincycadtohookyouupwith

something”

Me:“haiThendoIam tiredIwon’teven

begoodcompany”



Thendo:“Haiinwiniavhapha(youare

lazy)”hesaysjokingly.

Me:“Yehright,OksalayoIam not

coming”

ThendoandIhavegrownquitecloseas

justfriendoverthepastfewweeks.He

makestimetoseemewheneverheisin

Polokwanebecauseheisbasedboth

hereandinVenda.Heunderstandsthat

Icannotofferhim anythingotherthan

friendshipandheiscoolwiththat.

Thingshavereallywentsouthbetween

PhumlaandIsincethelasttimewe



weretogether.Ihavenotseenhim

inexactly6weeks.Hehasnotevenbeen

tothelastdoctor’sappointment

becauseIchosenottotellhim aboutit.I

knowIam toblameforallthisbecauseI

ignoredhim andallhistextsandcalls

forawholeweekafterIchasedhim out

ofmyhouseat3am.Iwasjust

embarrassedandcouldn’tfacehim.

Afteraweekhegaveuponcallingme

andstartedcallingOradirectlyonher

phoneandnotcominginthehouse

everytimehecollectedherordropped

heroffonweekend.Somethingwhich

hehasbeenveryconsistentwith.He

stillsendsmemoneylikeheusedto



whichIfeelit’salittletoomuchforthe

kidsplusheisstillpayingformycarand

allitsmaintenancecosts.

Iemailedhim thescansfrom theDr’s

visitofhischildwhichherepliedwith‘I

hopeyouarenotplanningtokeep

anymoredoctor’sappointmentfrom me

becausethatismychildtooandyouwill

notdenymeanopportunityto

experienceallthis.Thankyouforthe

scans,letmeknowofthenextdoctor’s

visit’

IknowIwaswrongtokeepitawayfrom

him andIfeltalittleguiltyafterwards



becauseIknowhowmuchPhumlaloves

hiskidsandhowhewouldwalkthrough

hellandbackjustforthem.

Thendo:“Sowhatdoyouthinkofthis

one”

Me:“No,IthinkIlikethebeigeone

better”Isayshackingmyhead.

Thendo:“SeewhyIneededyouhere.I

wouldhavechosenthewrongsuite”he

sayswalkingbacktothechangeroom.

WeareatailortohelpThendopicka



suitbecausehehasanawardceremony

thatheneedstoattendtomorrownight.

Hislawfirm received3nominationsand

hehopestoatleastcomebackwith

morethanoneaward.Hedeserves

everyrecognitioncominghisway,heis

ahardworkerthatbuilthislawfirm

from thegrounduptowhatitistoday.

Thendo:“Areyoustillupforicecream?”

hesayshelpingmeup

Ismileandnod

Thendo:“Comeletsfeedyourcravings”



Iplayfullyhithim withmybag.

[05/04,21:14] :Insert38A(Bonus)

Phumla

Me:"Becarefulprincessanddon'tgo

fast"Ishoutsothatshecanhearme.

SMHshedoesn'tlistenbecauseShejust

gigglesandcontinuegoingfaster.This

oneisgoingtogrowupandbean

adrenalinejunkie.Oracanbeaprincess

whenshewantsandafearlessrisk

takerwhensheneedstobe.Maybeits

becauseshespendstoomuchtimewith



meandialwaysfindusadventures

thatsrequiresbravely.

WearegoKartingatMeropacasino.I

havetakenKwena'sadviceandtook

sometimeoffwork.Itsbeentwoweeks

andispendallmyafternoonwithOra

whom ipickupfrom schooleveryday.

Hermotherfinallytookhermaternity

leaveandshecangivebirthatanygiven

time.

Me:"Sbuda"isayansweringthephone

Sbu:"onlyyoustillcallmethatyazi"he

sayslaughing.



Me:"Urightkodwa?"(areyougood)

Sbu:"Ngiright,wenaunjani?"(iam good

howareyou?)

Me:"Kuyanamalanga"(itsgettingbetter

withdays)

Sbu:"kuzolunga(itshallpass).SoI

wantedtotellyouthatweareallcoming

downtoLimpopoforyourbirthdaysince

youmadeuscancelthetripto

Windhoek"



Icouldn'thaveagreedtotraveledto

NamibiawhileRoricouldgivebirthat

anygiventime.Ineedtobetherewhen

mychildarrivesandicannotmissitfor

anything.IcanalwaysgotoNamibiaat

anygiventime.

Me:"Oraslowdownyouare

approachingacorneruzolimala(you

willgethurt)"ishout.

IhearSbulaughing,iknowwhatheis

thinking.Theysayiam tooprotective

andishouldletherfallandgethurt

everyonceinawhilethat'showkids

growup.Theywerehereaboutamonth



agowiththeirwivesforRori'sbaby

showerthatDineohadplanned.Except

forSbu'swomanbecauseshe

apparentlycouldn'ttaketimeoffwork.

Me:"Ithinkyouguysjustlikeitthisside,

maybeyoushouldallrelocateandjoin

me"

Sbu:laughing"Nothankyou.Limpopois

toohotformylikingplusallmy

businessesarethisside"

Me:"Itsohkyouguyscancomeaslong

asyouwillorganizeeverything.Iwon't

getinvolvedinanythingbecauseIdid



notwantacelebrationtobeginwith"

Sbu:"Wewilltakecareofeverythingyou

wontevenhavetoworryabout..."

Me:"EishSbuihavetogo,Orahashurt

herself"isaycuttinghim offbefore

droppingthephone.

Irushtoherandalreadyoneladyis

comfortingher.Itmuatbeoneofthe

momshere.

Lady:"Areyouthefather,ithinkshehurt

herarm butnothingisbroken"



Shesaysassheseesmerunning

towardsthem.InodandtakeOrainmy

arms,ineedtogethertoadoctorfast.

Sheiscryingoutandiknowsheisin

pain.

Me:"Thankyousesi,iwilltakehertoa

doctorjusttomakesure"

Shenodsandsmile.

Lady:"Ifyoudon'tmindyoucanfollow

metomysurgerysothaticancheckher

outandgivehersomepainmeds"She



sayspickingupherbagandrunning

afterme.

Me:"AreyouaDr?"

ShenodsandbrushOra'shead.

Lady:"Youneedtobebravenenana,

youwillbealright"

ShesaystoOraafterIplacedherontge

backseatofthecar.Shepointsout

whereisparkedandaskthatishould

drivebehindhertohersurgerybefore

walkingoff.



Me:"waitaren'tyouforgettingyourown

kids"icalloutbeforeshegetsany

further.

Lady:"Idon'thavekidssir,iwasjust

herewithmysisterinlawandherkids.

Trustmetheywillbefine"Shesays

beforerunningofftohercar.

Howdoessheevenruninthoseshoes.

******

DrMadisha:"shewillbefine.Shejust

needtokeepthearm braceonuntilthe



swellingsubsidesandshewillbeAok"

Me:"ThankyouverymuchDrMadisha"

Dr:"PleasecallmeDipuo"shesays

handingmeOra'smeds.

SheissleepingbecausethankstoDr

DipuoMadishaherewhogavehera

smalldoseofsleepingpills.Shewas

cryinghystericallyandtheDrwashaving

difficultiesassessingherarm.

Me:"Thankyouverymuchforgivingmy

daughteraVIPtreatment"



DrD:"Noneedtothankmeiwasjust

doingmyjob"

Me:"Stillyouhadtoabandonyourplans

withyoursisterandnephewsornieces

justtocometoouraid.Thankyou"

Shesmilesandnods.Ihavecometo

realizethatshedoesthatalot.Imean

thenoddingandsmiling,iguessshe

doesn'tliketotalkmuch.

Me:"MaybeIcouldtakeyoutodinner

justtosaythankyou"



DrD:"Iam sureyourwifewould

approve"shesaysthrowingahintof

sarcasm."Plusyoumedicalaidwillbe

thankingmewithchingching"

Me:"Whatwife?"

DrD:sighing"Iwillseethislittlelady

nextweektocheckhowtheswellingis

andifwecanremovethebrace.Please

leaveyourmedicalaiddetailswithNora

upfrontifyouarenotmakingacash

payment"shesayschangingthesubject.



Me:"Iwillpaycash,sheisonher

mother'smedicalaidandIdon'tknow

thedetails"

Dr:"TakecareofherMrZungunomore

rushingtoDrroomsnow"shesayswith

abeautifulsmile.

Ismilebackbeforewalkingout.Dr

DipuoMadishaisaverybeautifullady.I

haven'tnoticedearlierbecauseiwasin

panicmodeandOrawascryinghereyes

out.Iaskforthebusinesscardat

receptionaftermakingpayments.Thank

Godhercellphonenumbersareonthe

card'incaseofemergency'.Itatleast



savesmethelittletroubleofsearching

hernumbersonacomputer.

IcarefullyplaceOraatthebackofthe

carmakingsureshedoesnotwakeup

beforedrivinghome.
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Rorisang

Me:“Whathappenedtoherarm?”Isay

leaningbythedoor.

Phumla:“Shefellandhurtherself”he

saysplacingheronherbed.



Whenhewalkedinhejustgreetedand

passedtoOra’sroom.Inoticedshewas

hurtbythearm bracethatshehadon

andhowcarefulheheldher.Iwatchhim

kisshercheekaftercoveringherwith

smallblanket.

Phumla:“Iwillbringhermedicationfrom

thecar”hesaysbeforepassingmeby

thedoor.

Thesituationbetweenusisjust

awkward.It’shardtobelievethatwe

usedtohavesomuchtosaytoeach

otherandnowwecanbarelyholda

conversation.Imovetothekitchento



starttotakeoutatuboficecream

beforemovingtothesittingroom.

IwatchPhumlaashewalksbackinand

proceedtoOra’sroom withwhatI

presumeisapackageofmedications.

Phumla:“Sengiyahamba(Iam leaving).

Ifshewakesupcryingformejustletme

knowIwillcomefetchher”

Me:“Sengwayobeforeyougo.CanI

pleasehavefewminutesofyourtime?

..........Please”



Hestandsthereasifheisdebating

whetherornottogivemehistime.Igive

him puppyeyesandIseehisface

softeningup.

Hesighsbeforetakingasitonaone

seatercouchfurthestawayfrom me.He

looksatmewithraisedeyebrows.I

guesshewantsmetosaywhateverI

wanttosaysothathecangetasfar

awayfrom meassoonaspossible.

Me:“Iwouldliketoapologizefor…..for

…….Wowit’snotaseasyasIthoughtit

wouldbe”Isayexhalingdeeply.



Phumla:“LookMakaOra,itsfineyou

don’thavetoapologize.Ihaveforgiven

youforeverythingandIacknowledge

thatIam alsotoblameforcertain

things.Solet’sletbygonesbebygones”

Inodbeforewefindourselvesinan

uncomfortablesilence.

Me:“Thenextdoctor’sappointmentis

nextweekFridayat12:30.Ifyouarefree

Iwouldappreciateifyoucanpickme

up”

Phumla:“Iwillmaketime”



Yoothisisbad.Ifsomeonecouldhave

toldmethatPhumlaandIwouldfind

ourselvesbeingsouncomfortable

aroundeachotherIwouldhavelaughed

totheirface.Itallseem sounreal,I

meanevenafterthebreakupwewere

stillclosebutnowwearetwostrangers

whoareonlybroughttogetherbykids.

Phumla:“Ineedtogo.Haveagreat

evening”hesaysstandingup“Whatis

wrong”hesaysgivingmeaworriedlook.

Wowhestillit’sgoodtoknowhestill

cares.



Me:“Junioriskickingmeroughlythan

usual”Isaywithabigsmileonmyface

andmyonehandonmytummy.

IlookathisfacebrightenupasIhold

myhandtohim tocomefeelthebaby.

Hecrouchinfrontofmeandplaceshis

handnexttomineonmybelly.

Phumla:“Wow”hesayswiththebiggest

smile.

Idon’tknowit’safatherandson

connectionorwhatbutjunior’skicks



increases.PhumlaandIfindourselves

laughing.Finallythekickssubsides

beforestoppingcompletely.

Phumla:Chuckling“That’sonethingI

am goingtomissaboutthispregnancy”

hesaysbeforemovinghisheadcloser

tomybelly.

Ilookathim puzzledashewhisperslow

enoughthatIcan’thearwhatheis

saying.Iguessit’sasecretbetweenhim

andjunior,IsmileasIwatchhim kiss

mybellybeforegettingup.IguessLani

andIarenowbacktoournormalstate.



Me:“Ireceivedacallfrom Dineotoday”

Phumla:Chuckling“Butyouguyscall

eachothereverydaymos”hesays

sittingonacouchnexttome.

Ididtellyouthatjuniorusedhisspecial

powerstogetmommyanddaddyback

totheirnormalstate.Ilaughandshake

myheadashetakesmyicecream tub

anddigsintoitwithoutaninvitation.

ComfortableIsee.

Me:“Shewastellingmeaboutyour

birthdaycelebration”



Phumla:“Idon’tknowwhytheyareso

eagertohavemecelebratemybirthday

becauseIam noteveninterested”

*****

Phumla

Iwon’tlieIhadagreattimewithRori

today.Ireallymissedher,Imissedbeing

abletositwithher,chatandlaugh.I

endedupstayingoverfordinnerandit

wasagoodthingbecauseOrawokeup

needingme.Sheisjustadaddy’sgirl

thatone.Shewasstillinpainbutluckily

themedicationsthatDr.Dipuogaveher



wasstrongenoughtonumbthepain.

SpeakingoftheDoctorIhavebeen

contemplatingweathertocallherornot

sinceIgotbackhere.Iknowit’slateand

shemightfinditoffensive,Iwilljustcall

hertomorrowduringtheday.Ineedto

callitanearlynightbecauseIam going

backtoworktomorrow.

*****

Me:“GoodmorningSindy”Isayplacing

mylaptopbackonherdesk.

Sindy:“GoodmorningMrZungu”she



sayswithaforcedsmile.

Icanseesheisnotcomfortable,it’sas

ifsheisscaredofme.Iunderstand

exactlywhyshefeelsthewayshedoes.

Ihavebeenadifficultbossinthe6

weeksleadingtomy2weeksleave.I

hadashorttemperandIplacedtoo

muchpressureoneveryone.

Me:“PleasecheckifIcanbeabletoget

ameetingwitheveryoneinthe

boardroom today”

Sindy:“Everyonesir?”



Me:“Yes,everyonewhoworksforthis

companyincludingtheoutsourced

stuff”

Sindy:“Ohksir,Iwillblockeveryone’s

calendarforthemeetingat12:30”

Me:“Thatwouldbemuchappreciated.

Woulditbepossibletoorganizelunch

foreveryone,Iwilltakecareofthebill

personally”

Sindy:“IwillseewhatIcandosir”she

saysshocked.



Me:“ThankyouSindy”Isaybefore

takingmybagoffhertableandwalking

tomyoffice.

Ihavebeenadragonbosstomy

employeesspittingfireateverychanceI

got(inKwena’swords)soIneedto

smooththingsoverwiththem.Kwena

wasrightpeopleproducebetterresults

whentheyarenotworkinginfear.

Lady:“DrMadishaofficeNoraspeaking

howmayIhelpyou?”



Me:“Goodmorningmam,istheDoctor

in?”

Nora:“Unfortunatelysir,theDr.only

comesinafter10becauseshehasto

doherroundsatMediclinicfirstsir.Is

thisanemergency?”

Me:“No,it’snotIwillcallagainafter10”

Nora:“Havealovelydaysir”shesays

beforehangingup.

Wowthisisimpressive.DrDipuo

Madishaisatruedefinitionofbeauty



andthebrains.Sherunsasurgeryand

stillaffiliatestooneofthebiggest

privatehospitalgroupinthecountry.

Sheisdefinitelymytypeofgirl,

ambitiousandhardworking.Iam

broughtbackfrom mythoughtaboutthe

gooddoctorbytheknockonthedoor.

Me:“Comein”

Kwenawalksinwithasmileonhisface.

Iguesshemissedhavingmearound.I

knowthelasttimehewasherewehad

anunpleasantconversationbutwe

neverholdgrudges.



Kwena:“WelcomebackZungu,Ihope

thedragonthatterrifiedallmystuff

membershasbeenchainedinsome

caveinKZN”hesaysbeforesettling

downonachairinfrontofmydesk.

SeewhatImeanaboutnotholding

drudges,it’sallwaterunderthebridge.I

can’thelpbutlaughathisdryjoke.

[05/04,21:14] :Insert40

Phumlani.

IsmileasIseeherwalkinthroughthe

doorandletoutasighofrelieve.Iam

happyshecameIwasstartingtodoubt

shewillmakeit.Iwaveathersothat



shecannoticewhereIam seatedand

shesmilesbackandwalktowardsmy

direction.Istanduptogiveherafriendly

hugwhichshereturns.

Dipuoistall,lightincomplexionand

possessescaptivatingcurves.Shehasa

curlyweaveonunlikethefirstdayIsaw

herwhereshehadashortonewhich

was3weeksago.Iguesssheloves

weaves.Sheiswearingadustypink

slim fitdressthatisaboveherknees

withbeigestilettos.Thedressis

exposingherbeautifulbodyshapeandI

sawfewheadsintherestaurantturn

andadmire.



Ihavebeencallingandtextingher

askingeversinceanditsonlyyesterday

thatsheagreedtogooutwithme.

Imagine3wholeweeks,begging,

sendingflowersandtryingalltricksin

thebookwhileshekeptsayingno.Iwas

overthemoonyesterdaywhenshe

finallysaidyes.

Me:“Wowyoulookamazing”Isay

beforekissingbothhercheeks.

Ipulloutachairforherandshegives

meawarm smile.

Dipuo:“Thankyou,youdon’tlookbad



yourself”shesaysasshesitsdown.

Ichucklesandwalkbacktomychair

andpullitbacksothatIcansitdown.

Me:“Thankyouforcoming.Iwas

startingtothinkyoustoodmeup”

Shesmileandshakesherhead.

Dipuo:“Iam awomanofmywordMr

Zungu.IwouldhavetoldyounoifIwas

notplanningtopitch.Iwasjustheldup

bylastminutespatients,Iam sorryfor

notkeepingtime”



Me:“PleasecallmePhumlani,thisMr

Zunguthingmakesthissoundmorelike

abusinessdinner”

Shesmilesandnods.Iweavemyhand

atthewaitertolethim knowweare

readytoorder.Hetakesourorderand

askifwewouldlikesomethingtodrink

whilewewaitforfood.

Me:“Iwouldlikeaglassofyourfine

whiskyandaglassofwaterwithlemon

forthelady”Isaylookingatthemenu.



Dipuo:“Nosorryscratchthewaterand

givemeaglassofyourfineredwine”

shesaystothewaiter.

Ipauseandlookather.IrealizedI

forgotwhom Iam diningtonight.I

mistakenlyorderedthatforherthinkingI

am withRorisang.WhywouldIevenbe

thinkingaboutmyexwhileIam dining

suchabeautifulladylikeDipuo?

Me:“Iam sorryabouttheglassofwater

thing.Ishouldhaveaskedyouwhatyou

wantedtoyoudrink?”

Dipuo:“It’sok.Iwouldhavegoneforthe



glassofwatertoo.ButInormallyhavea

wineglassortwoafteraverylongday

andtodaywasoneofthosedays”

Me:“Iguessdoctorsknowsbest”Isay

jokingly.

Dipuo:“LittlesecretDoctorsdon’tknow

shit”shesayswhisperinthe'shit'part.

Ilookathershocked.

Dipuo:“ExcusemyFrench,whatImean

isasdoctorsweprescribemedicinesof

whichweknowlittleabout,tocure



diseasesofwhichweknowlessabout,

forpeoplewebarelyknow.Forexample

ifyouaskmewhatgoesintoasimple

coughmixtureIwouldn’tevenknow2

ingredientsbutIknowIam supposedto

prescribeitforsomeonewhohasa

cough”

Me:laughing“DamnandtothinkItrust

doctorswithmychildren.Youincluded

forthatmatter”

Dipuo:“Wellitiswhatitis.Imeanyou

arealsoaspecialistinyourfieldand

peoplearesupposedtotrustyouaren’t

they?”



Inod,smart.Thewaiterbringsthe

drinksandplacesthem onthetable

beforewalkingoff.

Dipuo:“Sohowisyourdaughter?”

IsmilewhenIthinkaboutmylittle

princess.Shemakesmesoproud,one

oftheteachersaskedmetocomeand

seeherwhenIwascollectingOrafrom

schooltheotherday.Shetoldmethat

Oraisthestaroftheclassandshowed

meallherprogressreportfrom the

beginningoftheyear.Shetoldmethat

weshouldconsidersigningherforthe



spellingbeecompetitioncomingupbut

hermotherandIfeltsheistooyoungto

bethrowninsuchcompetition.Sheis

notyetemotionallyintelligenttodeal

withcompetitionstressesandlosing

Me:“WellOraisfine,thankstothesuper

doctorwhocametoherrescuethe

otherday”

Dipuo:“AndhowisherMother?”

Ilookatherpuzzled

Me:“Whywouldyouaskmeabouther



mother?”

Dipuo:“WellIneedtounderstandwhere

sheisinthepicture.Imeanyouhave

beenaskingmeoutforthepast3weeks

nonestop.WhatIknowisyouhavea

daughterwhoobviouslyhasamother.

SoIneedtoknowbecauseIdon’tlike

darlingaroundtheperipherybecauseof

myageobviously.Iliketojumpintoa

situationwithbothmyeyesopened”she

saysbeforetakingasipofherwine.

Wow,astrongwilledwomanwho

obviouslyknowswhatshewantsinlife

andhasnotimetoplaygames.Where



wassheallmylife?

Me:“Welllikeyousaidshehasamother

obviouslyandIam herfatherand

together,hermotherandIareraising

herseparatelythebestweknowhow.

Webothplayourpartsasherparents

butwearenottogether.Theonlything

thatbringsustogetherarethechildren”

Dipuo:“Childrenyousaid?”shesays

chokingonherwine.

Me:sigh“Yes,Oraandherunbornbaby

brother”



Dipuo:“sosheiscurrentlypregnant?”I

nod“Sowereyoutwomarried?”Ishake

myheadno“Sohowlongwereyoutwo

together?”

Me:“7years”

ObviouslyIlie,Iwouldn’twantany

womanthatIdateorendupwith

knowingthatOraisnotmybiological

child.Becauseyoudon’tneedtoprovide

asperm tobeafatherplussheis100%

aManzini”



Dipuo:“Wowthatlong”

******

Rorisang

Him:“Therearemanywaystodealwith

yourboredom.ImeanIcouldflydown

toPolokwaneandtakeyououtforour

pastadish”

Me:“Yehright,whywouldyouflydown

toPolokwanetotakemeoutjust

becauseIam bored.Surelyyouaintgot

timeforthat”



Him:chuckling“Wellyouwillbeshocked.

JustgivemeagoaheadandIam there”

Me:“HaveyouseenhowbigIhave

becomelately.It’slikeIcouldpopand

anygiventime”Isaymovingthephone

aroundsothathecangetthefullpicture

ofhowbigIam.

Him:“Pregnantwomanhavetoeattoo.

PlusIwantanexcusetosharemypasta

withyou”

Me:“ButAggreyyouhatePasta”



Aggrey:“ThatwasbeforeImeetyou.

Roriyoucouldmakethedevilhimself

lovechurchandlivebythebible”

Thewaymynamerollsoffhistongue

neh.HaiIneverthoughtmynamecould

soundsoniceuntilIheadAggreysayit

inhisMalawianaccent.AggreyandIare

onavideocall.

Me:“Idoubtthat.ImeanIdon’tbelieve

inchurchmyself”

Aggrey:frowning“Whyisthat?Who

doesn’tbelieveinchurchandGod?”



Me:“WhyshouldIwhensomanygood

peoplesufferinthisworldwelivein.

younginnocentgirlsareraped,kidnaped,

traffickedorkilled.Whilethehardest

workingpeoplearethepoorestandthe

mostnotoriousgangstershidebehind

churchesandthewordofGod?”

Aggrey:“Soyoudon’tbelieveinGod?”

Me:“NoIdon’t”Isayshakingmyhead

slowly.

Aggrey:“Sowhodoyouthinkisyour



maker?”

Me:“Mymotherandfathercame

togetherandIwasconceived”

Aggrey:“Wellchildyouneedsome

saving.Thatit,Iam flyingdownto

PolokwanenextweekendandIam

bringingmybibleyouneedsomere-

education.DamnIhavenevermeetan

atheistbefore”

Me:“Areyouscarednowthatyoumeet

one”



Aggrey:Chuckling“No,Iam amanwho

likeschallengesandIwelcomethis

challengeRori”

Ilaugh,Ienjoypullinghisleg.Iam not

reallyanatheist,IdobelieveinGod,the

creatorofheavenandearthbutIjust

don’tgotochurchbecauseIam notthat

religious.Myparentsalsoraisedusto

believethatyoudon’tneedaphysical

buildingtoworshipGodandweshould

nevershyawayfrom ourtraditionand

churchestendtofrownuponthat

sometimes.

Aggrey:“SoIwillseeyounextweekend



right”

Me:“Noyoucan’t”Isaysmiling

Aggrey:“OfcourseIcan,whatdoyou

meanIcan’t?”

Me:“WellIhavebabydaddy’sbirthday

partytoattendthatweekend?”

Aggrey:“Ooh,Ithoughtyousaidyou

guysarenottogetheranymore”

Me:“Wearenotbutwehavetoco-

parent.Wehaveachildandoneonthe



way…..soooooyah”Isayshruggingmy

shoulders.

Aggrey:“Soyoucan’tbringafriend?”

Me:Laughing“No,it’snotmypartyto

invitepeopleAggrey”

Aggrey:“Andshesaysmynameso

beautifully”hesayswiththemost

beautifulsmile.

Ilaughandcovermyfacewithonehand.

Aggreyissuchaflirt.Iam sureIsayhis

namelikeeveryotherperson.We



continuetalkinguntilIdecideit’stime

wecallitanight.Wehavebeenonthe

phonesolongIdidnotevenfeelthat

timeflewby.Icheckthetimeandrealize

its12midnight.Ishouldreallygetsome

sleep.Aggreydoesn’twanttohangup

andheistheonewhohaswork

tomorrow.Idon’tandIcansimplywake

upat10becauseOraisalsonothere

butatmyparents.

Aggrey:“Oksleepyhead,goaheadand

hangup”hesayslaughing.

Me:“AAwearetoooldforthisgood

night”Isaybeforehangingup.



Iam notabouttoplaytheyouhangup,

noyouhangupgames.AAarehis

initials,AggreyAlexandrasoIcallhim

AAsometimes.
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Phumlani

Iam wokenfrom mybeautifulsleepby

myirritatingphone.HowIwishitwason

silentmoderightnow.Ipullapillowand

covermyselfinanattempttoignoreit

andmakethesoundfadeaway.Idon't

knowwhattimeitisbutIam sureit’s

stilltooearlyinthemorningtobetaking



calls.

Iletoutasighofreliefwhenitfinally

goesquiet.Ichangemysleeping

positionandtrytofallbacktosleep.I

guessIthankedGodtoosoonbecause

myphonestartedirritatingmeagain.

Me:"Hello"Ianswerwithoutchecking

thecallerID.

Iam tryingbyallmeansnottosound

rude.

Her:"happybirthdaytoyou.........happy



birthdaytoyou..........Happybirthday

dearPhumlaniZungu.........happy

birthdaytoyou......."asweetvoicesings

ontheotherside.

Ismileandlistentoherasshegoeson

andonsinging.Wow,it’smybirthday

todayandwhatawaytobewokenup.

Me:"Thankyouverymuch.Youare

actuallythefirstpersontowishmea

happybirthdaytoday"Isayattheendof

hersong.

Her:"ExactlywhatIaimedfor"shesays

excited.



Me:"Wellyouwouldn'tbeatrue

MaZunguifyouwerenotthefirst

persontocallmeonmyspecialday.

Whattimeisitanyway?"

Her:"Its03:30”

Me:“Whysoearly,itnotlikeanyoneis

goingtocallme.Youwouldhavebeen

thefirstevenifyouweretocallat6in

theafternoon”Isayyawning.

Her:“BecauseIrememberyoutelling

methatyourmothersaidyouwere



deliveredat03:25am.SoIthoughtit

wouldbegreatcallingyouexactlyat

thattime"

Me:"Soyouare5minuteslateMmaka

Ora"Isaylaughing

Rori:"Onlybecauseyoutookyoursweet

timetoanswerthephone"

Me:“OhkIam sorryaboutthat,Iwas

fastasleep”

Rori:“It’sok.Socanyoupleasejoinus

forbreakfastinmyhousethismorning?



Yourdaughterwantstogiveyouyour

presentbeforeyourlunchdate?"

Me:"ThereisnothingIwouldlikemore

thantohavebreakfastwithyouguyson

thisspecialday"

Rori:“Ohkcoolthenwewillseeyou

whenyougethere”

Me:“OkcanIsleepnow?”

Rori:Laughing“Sweetdreamsbirthday

boy”shewhispersbeforehangingup.



Iputmyphoneonsilentassoonasshe

hungup.Ifallasleepthinkingaboutthe

dayahead.BreakfastwithOraandRori

followedbyalunchdatewithOrathena

barbecueatmyhousewithfriends.

********

Rorisang

Ipackeverythingnicelyonthetable.I



preparedanEnglishbreakfast,exactly

howPhumlalikesit.

Friedcrispybecon,poachedeggs,grilled

tomatoes,toastedbrownbreadand

spicykoobeans.Iwipemyhandswitha

handtowelwhenihearacarpullingup.

Me:"Orababaishere"icallout.

Shecomesrunningfrom herbedroom

andshootstraighttothedoor.

Ora:"HappybirthdayBaba".Shesays

launchingherselfinhisarmsassoonas



hestepsin.

Hepicksherupandkissheralloverher

facebeforeticklingher.Sheislaughing

hardasshebegshim tostop.Ilookat

thisamazingsightinfrontofmeand

can'thelpbutshedatear.Thisaretears

ofjoy.Thankstothisselflessmaninour

midstmydaughterhasafatherwho

lovesherverymuchandwoulddo

anythinginhispowertomakesureshe

neverlacksanything.

Finallyheputsherdownandwalks

slowlytowardsme.Iburymyselfinhis

embracebeforehekissesmeonthe



forehead.Hegoesdownononeknee

andholdmybellywithbothhands

Phumla:"Manziniyoubettergethere

soon.Iam outnumberedinthishouse

buddy"hesaysbeforekissingmybelly.

Irollmyeyes.Asthebabyrespondsto

hisfather'swordsandactionbykicking

meroughly.Phumlalooksuptomewith

onebiggestwarm smile.

Ora:"BabacomeIhaveagiftforyou"

Orasaysimpatiently.



Ican'thelpbutlaugh.

Phumlani:chucking"SeewhatImean

junior"hesaysbeforegettingupand

followOratoherroom.

Imovebetweenthekitchenanddining

room placingeverythingweneedonthe

table.Includingakettlewithboiled

water.PhumlaloveshiscoffeewhileI

preferjuice.Icallthem backtocome

andeat.

Phumla:"Wowisthisforme?"Hesays

lookingatagiftbaginthemiddleofa

table.



Me:"Agiftforabirthdayboy"Isay

smiling.

Phumla:“UyadelelaRori,ngimdalaku

nawe(YouarebeingdisrespectfulRori,I

am olderthanyou)”Hesaysplayfully

Me:Laughing“WhatdoyoumeanIam

beingdisrespectful”

Phumla:“Youcalledmeaboytwice

today.Iwilltakeyourighthererightnow

andremindyouwhoisnotaboy”he

winks



Ora:“TakeherwhereBaba?”shesays

stuffingbreadinhermouth.

Ican’thelpbutlaughatPhumla’sfacial

expressionthatsayshedoesn’tknow

whattosay.IcantellyouOracaught

bothofusoffguard.

*******

Phumlani

Sy:“MinaIthoughtyouguyswerejust

goingthroughaphaseandwill



eventuallyworkthingsout”

Me:“Wellitiswhatit”Isayshrugging

myshoulders.

Sbu:“Butyouguysloveeachother,any

foolcanseethat.Evennowthe

chemistrybetweenthetwoofyouisso

strongonecan’teventellyouarenot

eventogether”hesaysturningthemeet

onthebraaistand.

Me:“Iguesslovedidnotconquerall”I

saybeforegulpingdownthebeerinmy

hand.



Xolani:“It’sjustwrongman.Twopeople

cannotloveeachothergenuinelyand

notfighthardenoughtobetogether.

Justwrong”

Ihearwhattheyaresayingbutitnotas

easyastheymakeitsound.A

relationshipisatwowaystreetwhere

bothpartiesshouldhavetheinterest

anddrivetobeinit.Icandoanythingin

mypowertoshowRorisanghowmuchI

loveherbutuntilsheacknowledgesmy

effortsit’sjustuseless.Ican’tlose

myselftryingtoshowsomeonehow

muchtheymeantomebecause

eventuallyIwillhavenothingbetterto



offerher.

Wearechillingatmyhouseforthe

birthdaybarbecue.Theguysandtheir

womanlandedinPolokwanearound

16:00.ThisisthefirstbirthdayI

celebratedoutsideprisoninthepast4

yearshencethereasonwhytheyfelt

theyshouldflydownandtrytomakeit

special.Theladiesareinthehousebusy

withsaladswhilethekidsareplayingin

theswimmingpool.MaMavisis

supervising,wehadtoaskhertocome

andassistbecauseRorican’tdoallthat

andweknewtheladieswouldalsowant

theirspace.



Sy:“SowhereisthisDrLadyofyour

now?”

Me:“WellIcouldn’tinviteforobvious

reasons”

Thelaugh

Xolani:“Whichobviousreasons”

Sbu:“Soyoudon’twantRoritoknow

thattoknowthatyouaremovingon”

Sy:“Iguessyoustillwanttokeepyour

optionsopenneh.”



Me:“Whyarewediscussingmylove

life?”

Sbu:“Yourlovelifeismoreinteresting

thanallofourscombined”

Thecontinuelaughing

Me:“andyetIhavenevermeetSbu’s

ghostlover”

WelaughharderasSbusulks.Serves

him right,hisloveralwayshasexcuses

wheneversheshouldcomewithSbu.



Me:“Iam startingtothinkshedoesn’t

exist”

*****

Rorisang

Wearesittinginthekitchenbusy

preparingsalads.It’sme,Dineoand

PhindilewhoisXolani’sgirlfriend.Imeet

Phindilethelasttimetheywereherefor

mybabyshower.



Dineo:“Areyousureyouareok?”

Inodandforceasmileshesmilesback

atmeandcontinueswithwhatevershe

wasbusywith.Itakeabottleofwater

from thefridgeanddrink.Ihavebeen

havingreoccurringpainsforfewhours

now.Itcan’tbelaborpainsbecausethis

bundleofjoyisonlyexpectedtoarrive

nextweek.

Dineo:“SowhenwillyouandPhumla

stopplayingcatandmouse?”



Me:“Whatdoyoumean?”

Phumla:“Shemeansyouguysarein

loveandyetyouarebothtooproudto

letgoofwhateverisholdingyouback

andbetogether”

Me:“Sometimesloveisnotenough”

Dineo:“Nothingiseverenough.Butit

wouldbeworsetobeinaloveless

relationship”

Me:“Aaaaaaauch”Iscream puttingmy

handonthebottom ofmybelly.



Thepainisnowgettingworse.

Phumla:“What’swrongbaby?”hesays

runninginsidethehousefollowedbyall

theguysandDineo.

Idon’tevenknowwhenshewentoutto

callhim.Icontinuescreamingasthe

paingetsworseandworse.Phumla

takesmyhandandleadsmeoutofthe

kitchentothelounge.

Phindi:“Icalledanambulance,it’sonit

way.Ithinksheisinlabor”



Me:“Nonono,Ican’tbe.My………my

gynecologist…………said…….Iam only

due…….next………nextweek”Isayin

betweenthepain.

Phumla:“Fuckthis,Sybringhercarwe

aretakinghertothehospitalnow.Dineo

findherDoctor’scardinherbagandlet

him knowweareonourwaytoMedi-

clinicheshouldmeetusthere”

Hescoopsmeupandwalkwithmeto



thecar.Iam feelinghotandsweating.

Thepainisgettingworseandworsethe

evidenceisinmyscreams.Phumla

placesmegentlyinthebackseatbefore

joiningme.Evidenceofworryispainted

acrosshisface.Heisbusywipingmy

sweatswhilerubbingmybelly.

Phumla:“Iam heremyPediqueen,

pleasebestrongforme.Iknowit’s

painfulnowbutitwillbeworthitsoon”

hesaysbeforekissingthetopofmy

head“SteponitSy”hesaysfollowing

myscream.

Iam restlessinthebackseatasIcan’t



findacomfortablepositiontositin.

*****

Phumlani

Sy:Chuckling“Youluckysonofaman,

firstchildandit’sasonwhochoosesto

arriveonyourbirthday”

Me:Sighing“Shehasbeenintherefor

anhournow.Whyaren’ttheytelling

anything?”

Sy:“whyaren’tyouinthereagain?”



Me:“Shechasedmeoutangithi”Isnap

athim

Dineo:“begladshedid,youwouldnot

stomachwhatit’sabouttohappenin

there”

Wearesittinginthewaitingroom.I

can’tbringmyselftositstill.Iam going

upanddown.

Dipuo:“HeyPhumlanifancyseeingyou

here?”shesaysgivingmeahug.



Ismilebackatherandgiveher

somewhatafriendlyhug.Icansee

Dineogivingmeanevileye.

Dipuo:“IseverythingokwithOra?”she

sayscausingDineotofrown.

Dineo:“Andhowdoyouknowhis

daughter”sheaskswitha

condescendingtone.

Syclearshisthroat,whydoesn’the

reprimandhiswoman?

Me:“SheisOra’sdoctor”



InoticehurtonDipuo’sface.Iam not

evensurewhyIsaidthat.MaybeIam

worriedthatDineowilltellRorithatIam

seeingsomeoneandthatcouldkillany

chancewehadofgettingbacktogether.

Xolani:“Wow,IguessRorisangjust

wantedtotopallourbirthdaygiftsneh.

Givingbirthtoyoursononyourbirthday”

hesaysastheywalkintothewaiting

room.“Hereissomefoodfrom your

partyIknowyouhaven’teatenanything”

hesayshandingmeacontainerwith

food.



Dipuo:“Happybirthdayand

congratulationstoyou”shesaysbefore

walkingoff.

Syholdmemywristandshakeshis

headasIattempttofollowher.

Sy:“Leaveher,youareboundbreakher

heartsoonerthanlater”

Phindi:“Whatwasthatallabout?”she

askslookingatDineowhojustshrugs

hershoulders.



Me:“Fuckwaiting,Iam goingtothat

ward”

Sy:“That’stheattitude”hesayspatting

myback.

*****

Rorisang

Dr:“GivemeonelastpushRori”

Ishakemyheadno,Ihavebeenpushing



andIcan’tpushanymore.Ican’t,Iam

justtired.

Phimla:“Pleasebabyonelastpushand

that’sitmyPediqueen”hesays

brushingmyhairwithhisonehandand

holdingmyhandwithhisotherone.

IgiveitonelastlongpushandIseethe

Doctorsmilebeforetheroom isfilled

withmybaby’scry.

Dr.:“It’sagirl,ahealthybabygirl”He

sayshandingPhumlaapairofscissors

tocuttheumbilicalcord.



PhumlaandIlookateachother

surprisedbecausewehavebeentold

thatweareexpectingasoninallthe

visitwehadwithourgynecologist.

Phumlatakesthescissorsandcutthe

cord.TheDrhandsthebabytothenurse

tocleanherup

Me“Butyoutoldusnumeroustimes

thatweareexpectingababyboy”Isay

beforelettingoutanotherscream from

apainIam notsureisresultingfrom

what.

ThedoctorandPhumlarushesbackto



me.IcanseethatPhumlaisfrustrated

ashesitbymysidenexttomyhead.

TheDr.pressesmybellytoinspectwhat

couldbewrong.

Dr:“Iam sorryRoributyouhavetogive

meanotherpush”

PhumlaandI:“What”

Obviouslyweareshocked.Couldn’t

someonehavetoldusifwewere

expectingtwinsortripletsforthat

matter?Ifoundmyselfpushing

involuntaryastheurgetodosoforces

meto.Phumlaisreallyoutofhiswitas



hecan’tcomprehendwhatishappening

andthesoundsofmyscreamsarenot

helping.

Dr:“onelastlongpushhisPediqueen”

Notthetimetoplayarounddr.Igivehim

onelastpushasperhisrequestandI

watchhisexpressionashesmilesagain

andanotherlaudvoicefillstheroom.Oh

lord,Ijustgavebirthinpairs.

Dr:“Ourlongawaitedbabyboy”

Phumlakissesmyforeheadbefore



jumpingtotakethepairofscissors

from thetabletocutthecord.

Me:"HappybirthdayManzini"Isay

beforedozingoff.Pushingtwopairsof

babiesisnotachild’splay.
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Rorisang

Phumla:"Thankyouverymuch,youhave

nowgivenmeareasontocelebratemy

birthdayeveryyeargoingforward"he

sayskissingmyforehead.

Ican'thelpbutsmilebackatthis

obviouslyhappyandproudfather.I



couldn'thavechosenanyonebetterto

fathermykids.Ihavenodoubtinmy

mindthatourchildrenwillalways

experiencetheirfather'swarmthand

love.Phumlaloveshiskidsandthereis

nothinghewouldn'tdoforthem,all3of

them.

Me:"YouarewelcomeManzini.Did

anyonecallmyparents?"

Dineo:"Idid.Theyareontheirway"

Me:"Thankyouverymuch"



Sy:"congratulationstobothofyouon

yournewadditiontothefamily"

Xolani:"youmeanadditionsnot

addition"hesaysdramatically.

Welaugh.Iam tryingnottooverdoit

becauseIstillfeelpainfrom thestitches.

IhavecometolearnthatXolaniisthe

groupclown.Heisalwaysmakingfunof

onethingortheother.

Phumla:sulking"Imissthem already

yazi,thedoctorhasbeengonefortoo



longnowmaybeIshouldgocheckif

everythingisok"hesayslookingathis

timepiece.

Yes,timepiece.Iwasoncegivenan

educationbySbuwhenIoffendedhim

byinnocentlycallinghis'timepiece'a

watch.Apparentlytheirdifferenceisthe

sameasthedifferencebetweendriving

aFordFocusandaLamborghini

Gallardo,whateverthatmeans.

Wecan'thelpbutlaughatPhumlani.It’s

onlybeenfewminutessincethe

childrenarrivedandhealreadymiss

them.Plusthedoctoronlytookthenlike



8minutesago.

Phumla'sfacelightsupasthedoctor

walksinfollowedbythenursepushinga

doublebabycot.Auch.Ihurtmyself

tryingtositup.Phumlanoticesand

helpsmeup.Ican'thelpbutsmileback

athim.

Dr.:"ItsfeedingtimemommybutIwill

havetoaskthevisitorstoleavethe

room becauseit’stoocrowded"she

sayslookingateveryonewhohasnow

surroundedthebabycot.

Shehasoneofthosedon'tfuckwithme



looksthatnursesusuallygiveatpublic

clinics.

Phumla:"Ican'tleave"

Dr:"ofcause.Onlythefatherisallowed

tostay"

Sy:"Beforeweleave.Whataretheir

names?"hesaysplayingwithjunior's

tinyfingers.

Me:"Manzini?"Isaygivinghim the

platform tonamehisbabies.



Hesmilesandpicksjuniorupwhois

wrappedinabluebabyblanket.

Phumla:lookingintothebaby'seyes

"LwandlePhumlaniZungu"hesays

beforelookingatmeforapprovalwith

oneraisedeyebrow.

Inodforapprovalbeforereceiving

Lwandlefrom him.Myheartmeltswhen

myeyesmeethis.Myperfectbabyboy.

Productofmywomb.Iplaceasoftkiss

onhissmallpinklips.Hetookhis

father'slightcomplexionandbeautiful

nose.Theeyesaredefinitelymine,big

andbeautiful.Lwandleisjustbeautifully



perfect.

Phumlapickshissecondprincessfrom

thecotandlooksherdeepintheeyelike

hedidwithLwandle.

Phumla:"NolwandlePhumlileZungu"he

sayswithawarm smile.

EveryoneclapstheirhandswhileSy

chanttheZunguclannamesmuchto

thedoctor'sannoyancewholookslike

shecanphysicallythrowthem out.

Dineo:"Wowsuchbeautifulnames



indeed"

Xolani:"Youmisstheoceanthatbad.

Thismustbeyourwayofhaving2

oceansinLimpopo"hesayslaughing.

Haha,notfunny.SeewhyIcallhim the

groupclown?

Phumla:"DoyourworseX,todayyou

can'tspoilmymoods.Iam waytoo

blessedtoallowyoutodothat"hesays

beforekissingNolwandle.

HegivesNolwandletomeashetakes

Lwandleback.Mybeautifuldaughter.



Sheisperfectlywrappedinapink

blanket.IlookatthisZunguprincess

whochosetosurpriseuswithher

entrancetotheworld.Shewasnot

expectedasshestayedhiddenfor

reasonsnotknowntoanyone.

Phumla:"don'tminduncleXyezwa(you

hear).Inamedyouandyoursister

LwandleandNolwandlebecause

Uthandoonginaloforninalungango

lwandle(theloveIhaveforyouguysisa

deepasanocean).Plustheoceannever

runsdryjustlikemyloveforallofyou,

includingyourbigsisterOrawhom you

willmeetverysoonandyourmother"he

saysplayingwithLwandle'stinyfingers



beforelookingatmewithpuppyeyes.

DineoandPhindi:"aaaaahhhh"

Ilookathim withonebigsmile.Phumla

issuchadream.It’slikehesteppedout

ofmydream andstraightintomylife.

HowIwishthingswerenotas

complicatedastheycurrentlyare.

Dineo:“Ohkmommy,wewillcomesee

youtomorrowneh.”shesayshugging

me.

Theyallfollowsuitandhugme,kissthe



babiesandshakinghandswithPhumla

beforewalkingoutwiththedoctor

behindthem.Itakeoutmybreastand

wipeitwithawetclothbeforeplacingit

inNolwandle’smouth.Ismilewatching

hersuchonmybreastfordearlife.

Phumla:“Theyaresoperfect.Thankyou

verymuchformakingmeafatheronce

more”hesaysnottakinghiseyesoff

Lwandlewhoissleepinginhisfather’s

hands.

Me:“SoManziniareweseriouslynot

giventhem anyPedinames”Isaytrying

myluck.



Iknowwehadthisconversationbefore.

Phumla:“AretheyPedi?”hesayswitha

frown.

Iguessitatrickquestion.

Me:“No,Buttheirmotheris”Isaysoftly.

Phumla:Chuckling“Theyarenottheir

mothernowarethey?”

Ishakemyheadandfocusonmy



secondprincessbecausethisisone

topicIwillneverwin.

Phumla:“Nochildofminewillhavea

Pediname.Wehadthisconversation

before.Orawillalsohavetochangeher

nametoaZulunamewhenwechange

hersurname.”

Ijustnodwithoutevenlookingathim.

Phumlajustliketohavethingsgohis

way.Hestandsupfrom wherehewas

seatedtogivemeLwandleforfeeding

whilehetakesNolwandleforburping.

**********



Phumlani

Ora:“Sobabawhenarewetaking

LwandleandNolwandlehome?”she

saysbeforeplacinghercanofjuiceon

thetable.

Me:“Maybetomorroworthedayafter.It

dependsonthedoctor”

Ora:“Ican’twait”Shesayswiththe

biggestsmile

Me:“Iknowbaby,youaregoingtobe

thebestsisterever”Isayearningmyself



ahug

OraandIaresittingatthecafeteria.I

lefttheroom assoonasRori’sparents

arrived.Icouldn’tstayinthereoutof

respectforthem.Oraonlystayedin

thereforfewminutesbeforefollowing

meoutside.Sheisveryhappyaboutthe

newadditionsandkeepsbragginghow

sheisnowabigsister.Shesaysshewill

takecareofthem andplaywiththem

everydayafterschool.

Dipuo:“Thobela(Greetings)”

Me:“HiDr.”



Ora:“Dr.Iam nowabigsister”shesays

overlyexcited.

Dipuo:“Reallynow?BoyorGirl?”she

sayslookingatme

Ora:“Aboy…..anda…..girl.Andweare

takingbothofthem home”

Dipuo:“Wowcongratulations”

Inodthingsarejustawkwardreally.I

thinkSywasright.Iwilldefinitelybreak

herheart.Itmightnotbetodayof



tomorrowbutit’sboundtohappensoon.

Iknowverywellwheremyheartis

stolenanditwillnotbefairtogiveher

halfofmebecauseRoriwillalwaysbein

mylife.

Dipuo:“Ohk,IguessIwillseeyou

aroundIneedtogodomyrounds.”She

saysbeforewalkingoff.

Me:“ComeprincessIam sureyour

granniesarereadytoleave”

Ora:“ButIdon’twanttoleavewiththem.

IwanttosleepherewithLwaandNo”

shesaysthreateningtocry.



Me:“Butprincesskababa(daddy’s

princess),thisisahospitalyoucan’t

sleephere”Isaysoftlylookingherinthe

eye.

Ora:“Butyousaidyouaresleepinghere”

shewhines.

Me:“Iwillnotbesleeping.Iwillbe

makingsurenoonestealsyourlittle

sisterorbrother.Ordoyouwantthem to

bestolen”Isay.

Sheshakesherheadnoandwipesher



tearyeyes.Isometimesyouhaveto

throwinawhiteliebecausekidsdon’t

alwaystakethingsastheyare.Wemake

ourwaytothewardandindeedfindthe

grandparentsreadytoleave.Ishakethe

father’shandandIgetpulledintoahug

bythemotherasItrytoshakeherhand

goodbye.Imustsayitfeltgreatand

weirdatthesametimebecauseI

haven’thadamother’sembraceina

longtimeandIam notyetcomfortable

aroundRori’sparents.

OnethingIlearnedaboutherparentsis

thattheyarenothardcoretraditionalist.

Iguessitalsoworksinmyfavor

becausetheyarenotmakingmylife



difficultwhenitcomestowhatIneedto

doformykidssuchasthetraditional

ceremonythatneedstobedoneinback

home.Theysaidtheyrespectmyculture

andtheywillneverstandinthewayof

doingwhatneedstobedoneformykids.

*********

Rorisang.

Dr:“Hi,Iam DrMadishaandIwillbethe

onedoingtheroundhereuntiltomorrow

morning.Iseverythingohkoristhere

somethingthatyouneed”shesayswith

awarm smile.



Me:“NicetomeetyouDr.isitpossible

thatIcangetanextrablanketformy

roommate?”

DrMadisha:“Roommate?”sheasks

confused.

Me:“newborndaddysyndrome.The

fathersaysheisspendingthenight”I

sayshruggingmyshoulders.

Dr.Madisha:“Youareveryluckytohave

him wanttobeherewithyou.Most

womangothroughallthisalone.My

advice,holdontohim.Unfortunatelywe

don’thaveanextrablanket.Ican



suggestyoucallsomeonetobringyou

one”

Ismileandnod.IndeedIam verylucky.I

knowhowitistogothroughitallalone.

IexperienceditwithOraandnowIam

justgladPhumlaissteppingup.Ishould

justcallhim todrivehomeandget

himselfablanketsincehedroveinto

towntobuytakeaways.Hesaysthe

foodinthecafeteriaisnotenticing

enoughforhim toeat.

Thedoctorchecksthebabiesbefore

writingsomethingdownonhernotepad.

Shecheckthem outandscribes



somethingontheirfiles.

Me:“CanyoupleasehandmeLwandle?”

IasknicelybecauseIcanseeheis

awakeandabouttocry.

Dr:“WhichoneisLwandle?”shesays

laughing.

Me:Laughing“Theoneinblue”

Shepickshim upandplayswithhim a

littlewhilecomplementinghowbeautiful

theyare.



Dr:“Lwandleissuchasbeautifulname

andwhatisthegirl’sname?”shesays

handingmethebaby.

Me:“Nolwandle”

Shelooksatmeshocked.Sheis

probablyaskingherselfwhyIgavemy

childrenNguninameswhileIam Pediin

Limpopo.

Me:“Welldaddysayshisloveforusis

asdeepasanocean.Toodeepandtoo

wide.Plusanoceanneverrunsdry”Isay

withasmileonmyface



Dr:“Wowgirlaren’tyoujustlucky.You

bettermarrythat

man.Therearen’tenoughmanlikehim

outtheretrustme”

IbreastfeedLwandeasthedoctordoes

herroundsbeforeleavingmyward.Iam

thinkingaboutwhatshejustsaidandI

knowthereissometruthtoit.There

aren’tmanymanlikePhumlaoutthere

andIam justluckytohavehim inmylife.

Letmetakemyphoneandcallhim

abouttheblanketbeforeIforget.
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Phumlani.

Iam holdingNolwandleinmyarms

becausesheisawake.Herbrotheris

sleepingpeacefullyinhiscot.Ican’t

believethatGodsawmefitandworthy

tofatherthisangels.Ismiletomyself

asIlookbackattheroadthatIhadto

traveltoenduphere.Whowouldhave

knownthatIhadtotravelallthewayto

Limpopotofallinloveandfinally

becomeaparent?

Her:Chuckling“Ishouldhaveknown”

shesaysbringingmefrom mythoughts.



Me:“HiDipuo,Ididnotknowyouwere

theoneattendingtous”Isayrather

shocked.

Dipuo:“WellIworkhereincaseyou

forgot”shesaystakingafilefrom

Lwandle’scot.

Iwasaloneintheroom watchingover

thetwinsasRoriwenttotakeabath.

WeweretoldtheDrwouldseeusat7

anddischargeus.IguessDipuoisthe

Dr.wehavebeenwaitingfor.

Me:“LookDipuoIam verysorryok”Isay

softy



Dipuo:“Whatareyousorryforexactly?”

shesaysfoldingherarms.

Itrulyunderstandherangertowardsme.

Shemadeitclearthatsheistoooldto

beplayinggamesandthatIshouldnot

wastehertime.Wewentout3times

andeachtimesheaskedmeifIwas

overOra’smotherandIsaidyes.Iknow

itwasjustselfishofmetouseherlike

that.ButinmydefenseIwassureIwas

donewithRorisangandherchildishness.

Buttheheartwantswhattheheart

wants.



Me:takingadeepbreath“Iam sorryI

wastedyourtime.Iam sorryIwas

selfishenoughtotryandpursuea

relationshipwithyouwhenIwasnot

overthemotherofmykids.Iam sorry

thatI…..”

Dipuo:“Youknowwhatjustsaveit.I

don’twanttohearanyofyoursorry.I

wasopeningmyheartforyouPhumlani.

Iwasreadytoloveyouandgiveyoumy

all.ButIguessyouarenottheonefor

meafterall”shesayswipinghertears.

Ireallyfeelbad.Itwasnotmyintention

tobreakherheartortobethecauseof



hertears.ItrulywishIhaddonethings

differently.IwishIhadneverpursued

her.

Me:“Believemethiswasnotmy

intention,IthoughtIcouldgetoverher

andjustmoveon”

Dipuo:Laughingsarcastically“Youknow

Iam gladreally.”

Me:“Idon’tunderstand”Isaygivingher

apuzzledlook

Dipuo:“Iam gladthatallthisis



happeningnowratherthanlater.It’s

obviousshehasyourheart.Thewhole

ofitandIbetyouwouldhavenothing

lefttoofferme.Iwouldbethe

consolationprizewhileshewould

remaintheoneyouwanttobewith.Did

shetellyouIwasherelastnight?”

Me:“No,shedidnot”

Dipuo:laughing“Whywouldshetellyou

ifshedoesn’tknowaboutmeright?Did

youtellheryouweremovingon?”

WordswerefailingmesoIjustshook

myheadno.



Dipuo:“Shelovesyoutrustme,Isawit

allinhereyesasshewastellingmethe

meaningbehindthetwins’names.How

yourloveforthem runsasdeepandas

wideasanoceanandhowitwillnever

rundry.Fixwhateveriskeepingyoutwo

apartbecauseyouarebothnotcapable

oflovingotherpeople.Youtwoholds

eachother’shearts.Icanonlyhopeto

findloveasdeepastheoneyoutwo

possess.”Shesayswipinghertears.

IplaceNolwandleinhercotandpull

Dipuoinforahug.Heremotional

intelligenceshockme.Iam gladsheis

asstrongassheis,aswiseassheis



becauseIknowIcouldn’thavebeen

abletodealwithanimmaturepsychotic

individual.Ilethercryonmyshoulders

andbrushherback.

Me:“Iam trulysorry”Iwhisperinher

ears.

Icanfeelhernodagainstmychest.Few

staylikethatforfewsecondsuntilwe

aredisturbedbyRorisangclearingher

throat.

Rori:“Whatisgoingon?”shecausing

Dipuotobreaktheheart.



Dipuo:“Iam trulysorry”shesays

throughhertearsbeforerunningoutof

theward.

Iignoreherandmovetothebabycot.

Rori:“Soyouarenotgoingtotellme

whatthehellisgoingon?”shehalf

shouts.

Me:“RespectRorisangandmindyour

languagewhenyoutalktome”Isay

softlybeforepickingLwandleup.



Rorisang:“SoshouldIjustignorethe

factthatIfoundmydoctorcryinginyour

armsManzini?”shesaysfoldingher

armsclearlygettingworkedup.

Me:Chuckingandshakingmyhead“You

havenorighttocomplainoverwhocries

onmyshouldersRorisang”

Iseehereyesgettingteary.Sheishurt

andIdon’tevenunderstandwhy.It

painsmetoseehercrybutsomethings

areherowndoing.Iwouldhavenottried

tomoveonwithDineoifshewasnot

constantlypushingmeaway.Iplace

Lwandlebackinhiscotandpullherin



myembrace.

Me:“Theproblem withyouRorisangis

thatyoudon’tseeme.Youdon’tseemy

loveforyou.DamnwomanIcanwalk

throughhellandbackjustforyou.You

arejusttoounpredictable.Oneminute

youwanttobewithmeandnextminute

youdon’t.Peoplesayyoulovemeand

it’svisiblebutyoudon’tshowittome.

Youmakemyeffortsseem worthless

and….”

Rori:“Iam trulysorrySengwayo”she

sayssniffing.



Me:“StoppushingmeawayRorisang.

Stopputtingotherwomaninasituation

wheretheygettohavetheirhearts

brokenbymebecauseIcan’tlovethem

enough.Iwantyouandonlyyou.Stop

fightingitmyPediqueen,MaZungu

wam’omuhle”Iwhisperinherearas

shehasherfaceburiedonmychest.

******

RoriisfeedingNolwandlewhileIam

helpingLwandletoburp.Allthebagsare

readyandpacked,wearejustwaiting

forDineoandSytobringthecarseats

becausethehospitalpolicydoesn’t



allowustoleavethehospitalwith

newbornsnotstrappedtotheircarseats.

Mykidsarejustmyprideandjoy,all3of

them andIcan’twaittolivewiththem in

oneroof.RoriandIhadatalkandshe

toldmeallherfearsandIunderstand

wheresheiscomingfrom.Weagreed

thatshewillgettheprofessionalhelp

thatsheneedsandwewillworkonour

relationshiponestepatatime.

Iam justnothappythatshehastogo

stayatherparent’shouseforthenext7

sothathermothercanbeabletoassist

heruntilsheishealedandthetwinslose



theircords.

Itriedtofightofftheideaofherstaying

inSeshegoformyownselfishreasons

butIendedupunderstanding.It’snot

goingtobeeasyformetoseemykids

asmuchasIwanttobutRori’sparents

saidthattheydon’tmindmecomingto

seethekidseveryday.Iwishtheywere

stayinginRori’shousebutshedoesn’t

haveenoughroomsorspaceforthat.

Iam lookingforwardtoourtriptoKzn

forthewelcomingceremonyoftheKids.

Wewilltravelinaweek’stime.Everyone

athomehasalreadystarted



preparationsfortheceremony.Iknow

Roriisnotlookingforwardtoseeingmy

brothertherebutasthebiologicalfather

toOraheneedstobethereforthe

rituals.

*******

Rorisang

Iam gladManziniandIhadatalk.

FinallyIwasabletotalktohim about

myfearsandheassuredmethathewill

bewithmeeverystepoftheway.Ilove

PhumlaverymuchandIhavenodoubt

inmymindthathelovesme.Hehas



provedhimselfoverandoveragain.I

agreedtogiveusatry.Irealizedthatmy

biggestfearislosinghim toanother

woman.ThemomentIwalkonhim with

DrMadishainhisarmsmyheartbroke.

Heexplainedtomethattheywentto

fewdatesandhewaspursuingher.

IknowIalsoentertainedAggreyonthe

sidebutknowingthatInearlylost

Phumlatoanotherwomanwhowas

willingtogiveherselftohim wokeme

up.Speakingofwhich,IsentAggreyand

SMSthatIcan’tentertainhim anymore

asIam preparedtoworkonmy

relationshipwithmyKid’sfather.Iam

gladhesaidheunderstandandrespects



mydecision.IalsospoketoPhumla

aboutThendobecauseIcan’tbelosing

friends.ThendoandIarejustfriends

andheunderstandsthat.

Iam notlookingforwardtotheKzntrip

forobviousreasonsbutmaybefacing

ThapeloistheclosurethatIneed.Iam a

motherof3nowandIhavetothink

aboutmyownhappinessandthatofmy

kids.Phumlanilovesmeandhemakes

ithislifemissiontomakemehappyso

whydenymyselfandmykidsallthat.

Itakeapicofmysleepingbabiesand

sendtoManziniwithagoodnighttext.



MyphoneringsimmediatelyandIsmile

whenIlookatthecallerID.

Me:“Manziniwam”Isayansweringthe

phone

Phumla:“MaZunguwam’omuhle(My

beautifulMaZungu)”Icantellheis

smilingontheothersideofthephone.

Thesoundofhisvoicemakesmewant

topackupmykidsanddriveovertohis

house,butthenagainmyparentswould

killme.



[05/04,21:14] :Insert44

Phumlani

UncleFunani:“Nithikahlekahleku

bangwanilaekhaya?(Whatareyoutwo

fightingfor?)”hesayslookingfrom me

toThapeloandbacktomeusingastern

voice.

IlookatThapeloexpectinghim to

answerthequestionaskedbecausehe

istheonewhorantotheunclescrying.I

don’tevenunderstandwhatheis

complainingaboutbecauseIthought

thisissuewasdeadandburied.Hehas



thenervereallytoinvolvetheeldersin

thisasifheinvolvedanyonewhenhe

chosetorunawayfrom his

responsibilities.

UncleGatsha:“Khulumaniphela”(Talk)

heshouts.

Me:“Angaziukuthinikhulumangani”(I

don’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout).I

saycalmly

UncleG:“Youtwothinkwehavetimefor

gamesneh?Thepelokhuluma(Talk)”he

sayspointinghiswalkingstickathim.



UncleGatshaisthefirstborninthe

family,followedbymyfatherthenuncle

Funaniwhoisthelastborn.Ofthetwo,

uncleGatshaisstrictandwasnotafraid

tousehisbeltorsticktoputachildin

line.IlaughinwardthinkingthatThapelo

shouldbegladthatheisnowold

becausehewouldnothesitatetopanel

beathim forabandoningtheZungu

bloodallthoseyearsago.Myfamilycan

bemanythingsbutbloodisbloodand

nochildshouldbeleftoutthere.

Somethingmyfatherwasreprimanded

harshlyfortheThapelosaga.

Me:“Idon’tevenknowwhyIam here.I



wasjustsummoned”Isaystillcalm.

UncleF:“Thapelo.Hereisyourbrother

talk”

IturnandlookatThapelowhois

choosingtolookateveryonebutme.

Thapelo:“Theproblem isthatPhumlani

wantstokeepmeawayfrom my

daughter”

Me:“firstlyIam yourolderbrother

uzothibhutiPhumlaniwhenyouare

talkingaboutme.Secondlywhich



daughterareyoutalkingabout?”Isay

gettingworkedup.

UncleG:“Naweuzoyehlisaumoya.

Kutheniungathiuyalwa?”(Youwillalso

comedown.Whydoesitsoundslikeyou

arefighting)hesayspointinghisstickat

me.

Ilookdownandraisemyhandupasa

signofaskingforforgivenessbefore

lookingbackatmyunclewhonodsto

acknowledgemyapology.Myunclesare

oldschools,nothingmeansmoreto

them thanrespect.



UncleF:“Whichdaughterareyoutalking

aboutkeThapelo?”hesayscalmly.

IraisemyeyebrowasIam also

interestedintheanswerthathehas.I

am shockeduncleFunaniisnotdrunk

today.Heisusuallypopdronkbynow,I

guesspeoplearecapableofchanging.I

hopeandprayhewillstillbesober

tomorrowIdon’twanthim toembarrass

meinfrontofmyfuturein-laws.

WearefinallyinKZNforthekid’s

welcomingceremony.Wearrivedtoday

butRoriandherfamilyarebookedinat

aguesthousenotfarfrom myhome



andwillonlycometomorrowearlyinthe

morning.Ithasnotevenbeenanhour

sinceIhavearrivedandwearealready

solvingissues.

Thapelo:“WellIrecentlyfoundoutthatI

haveachildwithawomanBhuti

Phumlaniisdating”

UncleF:“Haiwena!!!”hesaysshocked

UncleG:“KanjaniPhumlani?”(How?)He

saysconfused.

Me:takingadeepbreath“Firstofallwe



arenotdating,siyathandana(Wearein

love),Secondly….”

Thapelo:“Samedifference”hesays

cuttingmeoff.

Ifthisboywhohasnotevenbeentothe

mountainsthinkIam afraidofwhipping

hisblackassinfrontofhisuncles,he

betterthinkagain.Iam slowlylosingmy

patiencewithhim andhisdisrespecting

tactics.Hebetterchangehisattitude

becauseonceIstandupherenoone

wouldbeabletostopmeuntilhewakes

upinahospital.



Me:“It’snotthesame.Datingiswhat

youandherweredoingallthoseyears

agothat’swhyyouranawaythe

momentshetoldyoushewaspregnant

abandoningyourownchild,yourown

blood”Isayhalfshouting.

Thapelo:“IwasyoungandItriedto

apologizeforallthat”hesays.

UncleG:“Thapeloyouwerewrongto

turnyourbackonyourownchildno

matterthecircumstances.Kodwa(But)

Phumlaniyoualsohavenorighttokeep

hischildawayfrom him.Yinganiyakhe

(It’shischild)”hesaysemphasizingthe



lastpart.

Me:“Legallysheismychildbecausehe

signedawayhispaternalrighttome.

TraditionallythesameZungubloodthat

runsinherveinsalsorunsinmine.

MeaningIam asgoodasafathertoher

becauseIcanperform anytraditional

ritualforher.Shedoesn’tknowThapelo

asherfather,sheonlymeethim oncein

herwholelifeandhecan’tjustcome

backandwanttodisturbherlife.Sheis

tooyoungtounderstandwhatisgoing

onandIwillnotallowsomeonewho

wantedherkilledbeforeshewasbornto

confuseher”Isaysternly.



UncleG:“Haileinzimamadoda”(Thisis

adifficultone)hesaysshakinghishead.

Ihaveneverseenmyunclelookingso

helpless.Onecanseehowheavilyall

thisisweighingonhim.Wearebothhis

sonssinceourfatherpassedawayand

hewouldn’twanttobepickingsides.

UncleF:“Kuthiwanimakunje?”(Whatdo

wedonow?)Hesayswithhisboth

handsraised.

Thapelo:“Ijustwanttobeinherlife

that’sall”hesayscrying.



Ishereallycryingorheisjusttryingto

buysympathyfrom theuncles?

WhateveritisIcan’thelpbutchuckle.

UncleG:“Phumlaniimagineifthiswas

yourchildandsomeonewaskeeping

herawayfrom you”myunclesays

pleading.

IguessThapelo’scrocodiletearsare

softeninghim up.

Me:“Ican’timaginethatbecauseI



wouldneveraskawomancarryingmy

seedtodoanabortion.SecondlyIwould

notknowinglyturnmybackonmyown

childnomatterhowmuchthemother

andIhateeachother.Uzenzileaka

khalelwa(Wecan’tfeelsorryforhim

whileitwashisowndoing)”

Thapelo:“Soitwasokwhenmyown

fatherabandonedme?”shesays

sniffingandpointinghisownchest.

UncleF:“Haindodana(Son)youdon’t

speakillofthedead”hesaysslowly

shakinghishead



Me:“Youofallpeopleknowsthepainof

growingupwithoutafatherandforthat

reasonyoucan’thavewantedyourchild

togothroughthesamepain”Isay

pointingmyfingerathim.

UncleG:“Yehlisaniumoya(Calm dawn).

Weneedtodowhatisbestforthechild

rightnow.Fightingamongyourselvesas

brothersisnotgoingtohelp.Thapelo

howdoyouwanttobeinvolvedinthis

child’slife.Keepinginmindthatit’sfor

herowngood.

NowIam gettingpissed.Howdoeshe

evengetanoptiontodecidehewantsto



beinherlifewhenheclearlydidnot

wantherinthefirstplace?IhopeThuso

dealswithhim tomorrowbecauseI

knowhowmuchheusbayingforhis

blood.Theproblem hereisthatThapelo

doesn’tunderstandwhathemadeRori

gothrough.Herfamilyknowsitwell

becausethewatchedhelplesslyasshe

washurtingtoapointofdepressionand

Idoubttheywilleverforgivehim or

allowhim tobeafathertoOra.

Me:“BhutiIam pleadingwithyoujustto

allowmetobeinherlife.EvenifIam

therejustheruncleandwhensheis

olderenoughtounderstandwhatis

goingonwecantellherthetruth.



Please”hepleadbringinghishands

togetherasifheispraying.

UncleF:“Ithinkthatsoundsreasonable”

Me:“UnfortunatelyIam notasingle

parent.Ican’tmakesuchdecisions

alone.Iwilltalktothemotherandsee

whatshesays.Justknowit’snotmy

placetoconvincehertoagree.Isshe

saysnothenthat’sit”

*****

Rorisang



Ora:“WhatnamewillIgetmommy?”she

saysexcited.

Shehasbeenaskingmethisquestion

forthewholeweekandmanyother

questionslike.Wearesittinginour

room everyoneelsewenttosleep.This

littleprincessrefusedtogosleepwith

herparentsbecauseherbabasaidhe

willcomebeforeshegoestobed.SoI

toldmyparentsIwillbringhertotheir

room later.

Me:“Idon’tknowbaby,wewillfindout

tomorrownana”Isayrollingmyeyes.



Ora:“Aslongasit’sazulunamelikeLile

andLwa”shesaysshruggingher

shoulders.

WhenPhumlasaidwecan’tbecalling

Nolwandle‘No’asifsheisanegative

answerOraherecomeupwithanew

shortnameforherbabysister.Lilefrom

Phumlilewhichwealllove.

Me:“Ofcausebaby.It’sgoingtobea

Zuluname”

Ora:“Youknowmommyfrom tomorrow

whensomeonesaysOratomeIwilljust

ignorethem”shesaysalldramatic.



Oracanbealittledramaticattimes.

Ora:“Yah,babaishere”shesays

hearinghim knock.

Me:“Goopenthedoorforhim baby”I

asksinceIam breastfeedingLwa.

Sherunsoffexcitedlytoopenthedoor.

Phumla:“oooooPrincesskababa

(Daddy’sprincess)”hesayskissingher

alloverherfacebeforeticklingher.



Shejustgigglesandburiesherfacein

hischest.Hewalksovertomeandkiss

Lwandleontheforeheadbeforedoing

thesametome.

Phumla:“MybeautifulPediqueen”he

sayswithasmileonhisface

Me:“MyZuluking”

Phumla:“ILoveyou”hesaysplacinga

smallpeckonmylips.

Me:“IloveyoutooManziniwam”Isays

softly.



Phumla:“OrawhereisLile?”

Ora:“SheiswithMamaandpapa”

Phumla:“Butbabamissesherprincess”

Irollmyeyesatthisdramaticman

makingsurehedoesn’tseemedoit.I

guessthatstatementwasmeantforme

andnotOra.

Ora:“Iwillgofetchher”shesaystrying

towiggleherselffrom him.



Phumla:“Maybemommyshouldgotake

herwhilewelookafterLwa.Whatdo

yousays?”

Hesaysplacingherdownandgivingme

apleadinglook.

Ismileandhandhim Lwandlebefore

makingmywaytomyparent’sroom.

ThewayPhumlaishandsonwithhis

kidsmakesmewonderwhycan’tall

menbelikethiswhenitcomestotheir

children.Ihopeheisnotplanningto

stayhereforlongerbecausewehaveto

beupearlytomorrow.Iwastoldthat

partoftheceremonyneedstobedone



beforesunrise.Ifonlymyparentswere

notaroundIwouldbreaktherulesand

allowhim tosleepherewithus.Imiss

hiscomfortablebroadchest.

Iwalkbacktotheroom andsmileat

whatIwalkinto.Phumlalayingonhis

backwithLwandleonsleepingonhis

lefthandandOraburiedunderhisright

arm withherheadonhischest.He

smileswhenheseesmewalkinand

createspaceforLileinthemiddleofthe

two.Iplaceherontopofhim chest

down.

Phumla:“Likeanoceanmylove”he



sayswinkingatme.

Ismilelikeahighschoolgirlbecauseof

themeaningbehinditall.Iknowhe

meanshisloveforusisasdeepandas

wideasanoceanandIhavenodoubt

aboutthat.Itakeoutmyphoneand

snapsaperfectpicture.Somemoments

aremeanttobekeptforever.

[05/04,21:14] :Insert45

Phumlani

Rori:“Manziniit’snotthatwearenot

enjoyingyourcompany.Butweare



expectedtobeatyourhomeintheearly

hoursofthemorningandIknowyour

kidswillbekeepingmeupandIneedto

restabit”shesaysyawning.

Me:“IwashopingthatyouwilltakeOra

tosleepsothatwecantalk”Orais

sleepingwithhergrandparentsbecause

wecan’triskallthreeofthem inonebed.

Oraisnotagoodsleeper.Shekicksand

slapsinhersleepsowecan’ttake

changeswiththetwins.



Rori:“ShouldIbeworried?”

Me:“Notreally”IsaybecauseIknow

howshefeelsabouttheThapelotopic.

ShegivesmeaquestioninglookandI

sighbecauseIdon’twanttosay

anythingwhileOraisstillintheroom,

sleepingornot.Ihopewecanbeableto

talkaboutthisissuescalmlybecauseI

wouldn’twantustobefightingover

somethingsostupid.IthinkThapelois

justbeingselfishandheisdoingallthis

tocauseproblemsbetweenRoriandI.

IkissthesleepingOraonherforehead



beforehermothertakesheroffme.She

fellasleeponmychest.Ismileand

stretchmynowdeadarm beforegetting

uptoopenthedoorforRori.Iplaythe

scenarioofhowtheconversationcould

takeplaceandprayforthebestpossible

outcome.

Rori:“Iam allearsManzini”shesays

settlingonacoughnexttome.

Itakeinadeepbreathbeforeturningto

lookather.Shehashebeautifulsmile

onandIcan’thelpbutsmileback.Damn

thiswomanisverybeautifulandIam

deeplyinlovewithher.



Me:“MyPediqueen,motherofmy

beautifulkids,theloveofmylifeIlove

youandourkidsverymuchandIcan’t

evenimaginemylifewithoutthe4of

youinit”

Iplacemyfingeronherlipsbeforeshe

saysanything.Shejustsmiles.

Me:“Iknowthisisonetopicweboth

hatebutunfortunately,it’ssomething

wehavetotalkabout.Iwascalledintoa

meetingbymyuncleswhenIgothome

todayandtheywantustoallowThapelo



tohavesomesortofarelationshipwith

Ora”

Iwatchherfacialexpressionchange

intoafrown.

Her:“Isthatwhatyouwant?”shesays

softly.

Me:“MaZunguwam omuhle,allIwant

whatisbestforyouandourdaughter

alongwithhersiblings.Ifitmeans

allowingThapeloinourlivesasher

uncleandmaybetellherabouthim



beingherfatherwhensheis18thenI

am goodwithit”

Rori:“Howdoeshewanttohavea

relationshipwithourdaughterManzini

whenhehasneverapologizedtome

andmyfamily?Howdoeshewantsto

beinherlifewhenhedidnotwantherin

thefirstplace?Imaysoundbitterbuthe

didnotcareaboutthisverysame

daughteruntilhesawmeatyourhouse

fewmonthsago.Whynow?”shesays

crying.

Me:"Youdon'thavetoagreeifyoudon't

wantittohappenok.Itsyourchoice"



IpullhertomychestandlethercryasI

brushherhair.Youseenow,thisiswhat

Ihateverymuch.Toseemywomancry

likethis,Thapelosureknowshowtobe

athorninourlives.

Me:“Wouldyoubewillingtohearhim

outifheweretoapologize?”Isay

almostwhispering

Shenodswhilesniffingandialsonod

Me:“OhkIwillmakesurehedoesthat

tomorrow”



Rori:“Onlyifhemeansit.Heshouldnot

apologizejustforthesakeofit.Hemust

reallymeanit”shesaysthroughher

sniffing.

***********

(Thenextday)

Rorisang

MaZungu:“Don’tworrynothingisgoing

tohappentothem”shesaysgivingmea

warm smile.



Itakeinadeepbreathbeforeforcinga

smilewithanods,whatelsecanIsay?I

am worriedbecausemytwinsarecrying

hystericallyandIam expectedtosit

hereanddonothing.Iam sittingwith

mymotherandPhumla’sstepmother

outsidethehutwheretheritualistaking

placebecauseIwasnotallowedin.

Ijusthopethatwhatevertheyaredoing

theyarenotcuttingmekidsup.IknowI

shouldn’tworrybecausetheirfatherisin

theretooandhewouldn’tdoanythingto

hurtthem butit’smyjobasamotherto

worry.Theyhavebeeninthereforover

anhournowandreallyIcan’ttakeit



anymore.ThisisjustpuretortureandI

canfeelmyowntearsburningonmy

cheeks.

Mom:“AowaRorioskalla(Don’tcry)”

mymom sayspullingmeintoher

embrace.ShebrushesmybackbutallI

couldconcentrateonismykid’scries.I

lookupasMaZungustandsupand

walksintothehut.Ihopesheisgoingin

theretomakemybabiesstopcrying

becauseIcan’ttakeitanymore.

Mom:“KganemaraRoriotlateswara

bjang?banaballalewenawallahaiman

suka”(Howcanyoubehavelikethis?



Thebabiesarecryingandyouarealso

cryingnoman)shesaysirritated.

Itakeinadeepbreathandtryto

composemyself.Iam feelingbetter

nowbecauseLileisquiteandonly

Lwandleiscryingandhiscriesarealso

subsiding.Ican’teasilytellwhoiswho

from theircriesbecauseLwandlecries

inadeepervoicethanLile.Mymother

handsmeapockettissuetowipemy

tearsandaglassofwater.Ifeelbetter

nowbecausetheyarebothquite.Istand

uptoreceiveLwandlefrom MaZungu

themomentshestepsoutofthehut

withhim.



Myheartbreaksbecausemychildisleft

innothingbutanappy.Whydidthey

takehisclothesoff?Iam noweven

pissedbecausemybabyispinkfrom all

thecrying.Itakeoutawetclothfrom a

nappybagnexttomeandwipemy

breastandnipplebeforeshovingitinhis

mouth.Hesucksmybreastformilk

thoughhiccupsbeforefallingasleep.

FewminuteslaterPhumlacomesout

carryingOrawiththeoldestuncleis

carryingLilefollowedbyoneotheruncle

andThapelo.Iletoutasighofrelief

becauseitmeanstheyweredonewith

whatevertheyweredoing.

IgivehandthenowsleepingLwandleto



mymotherbeforetakingLilefrom the

uncle.Mypoorbabiestheyarejusta

weekoldIwonderwhatwasdoneto

them.

UncleG:“Siyabonga,konkekuhambe

kahle(Thankyouallwentwell),the

Zunguancestorswillnowprotectthe

kids”hesayshandingmeLile.

Me:“Thankyou”Isayforcingasmile

beforestuffingtheotherbreastinher

mouth.Iam gladthiswholethingis

done.

MymotherandIbothwatchwitha



frownasThapelotriestotakeOrafrom

Phumlani.Asmileescapesmymouth

asOrarefusesandclingstoherfather

fordearlife.Iguesskidscansense

wheretheyarelovedandwheretheyare

not.WeallwatchasThapelostormsin

tothehouse.

UncleF:“Haimadoda”hesaysbefore

andtheotherunclewalkofftojoina

groupofmansittingunderadrinking

traditionalbeerandeatingmeet.

MyMotherfollowsMyZunguintothe

housetoputLwandledownbecausehe

issleepingbeforejoiningotherwoman



whoarecookingbehindthemainhouse.

Myfatherdrovetotheairporttocollect

bothmybrothers.Iexpectedthistobea

smalleventbutapparentlytheyhadto

invitepeoplebecauseasheepanda

goatwereslaughtered.

Phumla:“Areyouokzwakwami?”he

sayskissingthetopofmyheadbefore

settlingonachairnexttome.

Me:“NoIam not.Whatwasdoneto

them tobecryingthatmuch”

Phumla:Chuckling“Wowmommybear,

don’ttellmeyouwereworriedthatwe



werehurtingthem.Theyaremykidsand

Iwouldneverallowanyonetohurtthem,

never”

Me:“Iknow,Iam sorryIjustfelt

helplesswhenIheardthem cryingandI

couldn’tdoanything”Isaysoftly.

Phumla:“Iam sorryaboutthat”hesays

beforeplacingasoftpeckonmylips.

Me:“SowhatnamedidOraget?”

Phumlani:“Thandiwe,becauseoneI

wantedtokeeptheoriginalmeaningof



herPedinamesinceitmeantsomething

toyouandtwobecauseIreallydolove

herlikemyown"

Me:“OhhIlovethatandIloveyouvery

muchZungu”

Phumla:“Iloveyoumore”

Imeltsandsmile.Wesitforfew

minuteschattingeverythingbeforehe

directsmetohisbedroom toputLile

downsinceshefellasleepinmyarms.I

getupandwalkintothemainhouse.It’s

myfirsttimeinsidethemainhouseand

Phumlabasicallyforcedmetogoinby



refusingtogoputdownhissleeping

daughter.

IwanttoturnbackandgooutbecauseI

forgotwhichroom hesaidImustgointo.

Itakeadeepbreathbeforewalkinginto

thesecondroom ontheleft.

Me:“OhmyGodIam sorryIshouldhave

knocked”Isaystandingtherefrozen.

Thesightbeforemenearlygavemea

heartattack.Iwanttowalkoutasfast

asIcanbutmyfeetarefailingmeI

guessmybrainisfailingtoregisterall

this.



Thapelo:“Rorilookthisisnotwhatis

lookslikeok”hesaysbuttoninghisshirt.

Me:“Iam reallysorryIshouldhave

knocked”Isaybeforerushingout.

IcanseePhumlalookingatmepuzzled

maybebecauseIam stillcarryingthe

babythatIwentinthehousetoput

down.

Phumla:laughing“Sthandwasam’(my

love).Isaidthesecondroom onyour



rightIam sureit’snotlocked”

Me:“Canyoupleasegoputherdown

please”IpleadwhilehandingLiletohim.

HecanseeIam notfinebecausehe

takesherandwalkstothehouse.Ihave

seenenough.Thapeloisgay.Howlong

hashebeengay?Washegayallalong

whenweweretogetherorisitarecent

thing?IwishIcanunseewhatIsawin

there.

[05/04,21:15] :Insert46

Thapelo



Me:“Shitshitshit”Isaytryingtoputon

myshoes.

Njabulo:“Dude,howcanyouleavethe

dooropenkodwa?Whatifshetellmy

mom man?”hesaysputtingonhist-

shirt.

Me:“Howcanshetellyourmom,she

doesn’tknowwhoyouareorwhoyour

mom is?”

Njabulo:“That’sbesidethepointjustdo

something,talktoherandmakeher

promisenottotellanyoneplease”



Me:“Babypleasecalm down.Iwillfix

thisok.Iam goingtotalktohernow

andIam suresheisstillasreasonable

assheusedtobeallthoseyearsago”I

sayplacingbothmyhandsonhischicks

beforeplacingasoftpeckonhislips.

Ipretendnottobeworriedaboutit

becauseIneedtocalm him downbefore

hedoessomethingstupid.Thingstook

anunexpectedturnofevents.Iam shit

scaredrightnowbecausemysecrethas

justbeenexposed.Iam notsurewhat

thoughtsarerunningthroughhermind

rightnow.Iknowitcameasashockto

walkonmemakingoutwithanother



man.Especiallyforherbecausewe

wereinaloverelationshipfor3years

andIchildcameoutofthatrelationship.

Me:“NowIam goingtogooutandIwill

sendyouatexttowalkoutoncethe

costisclearokay.Pleasecalm down

andletmetakecareofthis.Justlock

thedoorsothatnoonewalkinonyouin

here”Isayagainsthislips.

HenodsandImakemywayoutbefore

closingthedoorbehindme.Imeetmy

brotherbythepassagecarryinga

sleepingLile.Ismileathim andpassas

fastasIcan.Ispothersittingwhereshe



wasseatedearlierwithherheadburied

inherhands.Atleastsheisallalone.I

needtodothisbeforePhumlacomes

back.ItakeinadeepbreathasIget

closertoher.

Me:“RorisangcanIpleasetalkyou

please”Isaysoftlycrouchinginfrontof

her.

Shelooksupandlooksatmewithher

redeyes.Shemusthavebeencrying.I

am notsurehowsheisfeelingrightnow

butIneedtoconvincehertomovetoa

quietplacewithmesothatwecantalk

freely.



Rori:“LookThapelo,Ididnotmeanto

budgeinyourroom ok.Ijustgotloston

mywaytoputLiletosleepandIam

sorryIdidnotknock”

Me:“Canwepleasemovetoaquitplace

sothatwecantalk.Iam sureyouhavea

millionquestionsaboutwhatyoujust

saw”Isaypleadingly.

Luckyformeshenodsandstandsup.I

walktomycarandshefollows.

*******



Rorisang

Thapelo:“Beforeanythings.Iwouldlike

toapologizeformystupidbehaviorall

thoseyearsago.Ican’tbegintoimagine

whatyouwentthroughaloneandIwish

itwaspossibletogobacktrustmeI

wouldchosetodoeverythingdifferently.

Iknowyouhatemeandyourhatefor

meisjustifiable.Iam reallysorry

Rorisang”hesayslookinginmyeyes

likeheistryingtosearchmysoul.

ItakeoutmyphoneandtextPhumla

thatheshouldn’tworryaboutme.Iam

inhisbrother’scarbecausehewanted



toapologizetomeandthiswastheonly

quiteplaceavailable.

Me:“CanIaskwhydidyouthinkI

wantedtotrapyouwithachild?”Iask

placingthephoneonmylap.

Thapelo:“Thepregnancyreallycameas

ashocktomeandItriedtoblameyou

eventhoughIknewyouwerenottobe

blamed.IknewthenlikeIknownowthat

therewasnofutureforyouandI.Iam

sorry”

Me:“Soyouknewyoulikedmanthen?”

henodsslowly.WowIam justshocked.



“Soyouareintobothmanandwoman

orjustman?”

Thapelo:“Justman.Ihaveneverhad

feelingsforwoman,evenwhenIwasa

youngboy.Iwasalwaysattractedto

otherman”

Me:“Butweweretogetherfor3years

Thapelo.Why?”

Thapelo:“BecauseIwasashamedof

whoIam.IthoughtifIhadagirlfriend

mymateswouldstopteasingmeand

mysecretwouldbeexposed”



Me:“Soyouusedme,for3wholeyear

youusedme?”

Thapelo:“AndIam sorryaboutthat.It

wasveryselfishofmeandIam sorry.

Pleaseforgiveme”

Me:“Iblamedmyself,IthoughtIwasnot

enough.IthoughtIwasnotloveable.

Youcouldhavebeenhonestwithme

thanletmebepartofyourlieswhileI

wasjustindarkness.Sowhoelseknow

inthefamily?



Thapelo:“Noone”Igivehim a

questionablelookwhy“WhenIwas8

yearsoldmymotherfoundmeplaying

withhermakeupandwearingoneofher

t-shirtsasadressandshesaidnochild

ofherswouldgrowuptobea‘stabane’.

Thatnightshedraggedmetoapriest

whowassupposedtoprayforthe

demonsthatpossessedmetoleaveme.

WhenIwasdoingmatric,ItoldherI

wantedtostudyfashiondesignandshe

pointblacksaidno.shesaidboyswho

studyfashionareconfusedandtheywill

nevermakeittoheavenbecausethey

sleepwithotherman.HowcouldIhave

expectedotherpeopletoexpectme

whilemyownmotherrejectedmytrue



identity?”hesayscrying.

Thisisreallysad.Inowunderstandwhy

hedidwhathedid.Idon’tagreewiththe

wayhewentaboutitbecauseitaffected

menegativelybutInowgetwherehe

wascomingfrom.

Me:“IforgiveyouThapelo,butyouneed

tobehonestwithyourfamily.Youcan’t

continuelivingalie.Youarenolonger

that8yearoldchildorthe18yearold

matricstudents.Youarecapableof

makingyourownchoicesnow”

Thapelo:“thankyouverymuch.Canyou



pleasegivemetimetotellthem onmy

own?Pleasedon’ttellanyonenoteven

mybrother”

Me:“Ofcause,butdon’ttakeyourtime.

Thelongeryoutakelivingaliethemore

difficultitwillbe.Sowhoishe?”

Thapelo:Chuckling“HeisNjabulo,he

stays3housesfrom hereandwework

atthesameschool”

Me:“Youlovehim?”

Thapelo:“ItsearlystagesbutIcansay



thatIenjoyhiscompanyalot”

Myphonevibratesandit’satextfrom

PhumlaaskingifIam okayordoeshe

needtobreakhisbrother’sneck.Ismile

atthescreenbeforelookingatThapelo.

Me:“IhavetogoThapelo.Setyourself

freeandbehonestwithpeoplearound

you”Isaygettingoutofthecar

Thapelo:“Thankyouonceagain,Iwilldo

it.Ihavebeenhidingfortoolongandit’s

gettingharderandmoredepressing”



Ismileandwalkaway.Ican’tbelievethe

turnofevent.IseePhumlawalking

towardsmeandIgivehim asmileto

assurehim Iam fine.Heopenshisarms

andallowmetowalkintohisembrace.I

takeinhisscentandburymyheadon

hischestearningmyselfakissonmy

forehead.

Me:“IloveyousomuchSengwayo”I

whisper.

Phumla:“IloveyoumoremyPedi

queen”

******



Phumlani

MrMokoena:“Iam notacceptingyour

son’sapology.Personallythissonof

yoursinanon-factorinourlives”He

saysinasternvoicelookingatmyuncle.

Ihonestlydon’tblamehim.Iwouldfeel

thesameifanyonedidwhathedidto

anyofmydaughters.It’slikeweare

solvingissueseverydayinthishouse

sinceThapelobecamepartofourlives.I

dolovehim,heismybrotherbutright

nowheiscreatingalotofmessinmy

life.FirstlythewomanIloveattempted

toleavemebecauseofhim andnowhe



wantstofighttobepartofmy

daughter’slife.Adaughterwhodoesn’t

evenknowhim?

UncleG:“Iam reallysorryMokoena

kodwa(But)oursonhasacknowledged

hiswrongsandhereallyisapologetic

forwhathedid”

Thuso:“Idoubtheisapologeticbecause

ifhewashewouldhavecometoour

homeinLimpopotoapologize.Nottake

advantagethatweareinhishomeand

thentellusthatheissorry.Wearenot

hereforhisapologiesasweareinvited

forthechildren’swelcomingceremony”



UncleF:“Kodwa(But)arewegoingto

ignorethefactthatheisThandiwe’s

father?”

MrMokoean:“Yes,Simplybecausewe

don’trecognizehim.Wehowever

recognizeyouroldersonasour

granddaughter’sfatherbecausehedid

allthatwasrequiredofhim traditionally"

Ismilelookingatmybrotherwhois

nursinghisswolleneyewithapackedof

frozenveggies.Yes,hiseyeisswollen

becausehehadaruninwithThuso’s

fistsearlier.Wewereallbusyminding



ourbusinessintheyardwhenchaos

eruptedoutside.ItwasjustafterThuso

arrivedwithhisfatherfrom theairport.

Apparentlytheymeetwithmybrotherat

thegateashewasgoingout.Ibethe

wisheshehadnottriedtoleaveatthat

momentintime.

HeisluckythatMrMokoenawasnearby

ashemanagedtopullThusooff

Thapeloandbreakoffthefight.Orelse

itcouldhavebeenworse.WhenIarrived

atthesceneIfoundThapeloonhis

kneesonthegroundholdinghis

stomachwithonehandandhislefteye

withanother.



Thapelo:“Iam reallysorryMrMokoena,

Inowknowthatmybehavioris

inexcusableandIwishIcouldhave

donethingsdifferently.IdorealizeI

havecausedyourdaughteragreatdeal

ofpainandIreallydon’tdeserveanyof

yourforgiveness.Uncles,Iam sorrythat

Ihavebroughtsomuchshameuntoour

familybecauseofthisissue.Icannever

say,youdidnottrytohelpbecauseyou

did.It’sjustunfortunatebecausethe

messIcreatedisverybig.

BhutiPhumlani,Manzini,Sengwayo.

Pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme

foralltheheartacheandtroublesI

causedinyourrelationshipbecauseof



thisissue.Iam backingofftoletyoube

afathertoThandiwe,Irealizethatyou

aremoreofafathertoherthanIcan

everbe.Iam reallysorry”hesaysbefore

standingup.

UncleG:“Heywenamfana(Heyyou

boy),SITDOWN.Youdon’twalkouton

elders.Wearenotyetdone”

Thuso:“Thapelo,youwantustoforgive

youandyetyouaredisrespectingus.

Howdareyouwalkoutwhenwereare

notyetdone?Youarenotgoingtohave

thelastwordwakwa(Youhear).Ihear

youapologizingtoeveryonebutyou



havenotapologizedtooneperson

whom youshouldreallybeapologizing

to.Onepersonwhoselifeyounearly

ruinednotoncebuttwice”

Thapeloshamefullytakeshissitback.I

reallyfeelsorryforhim.Idon’tthinkany

ofushasevertakenourtimetoaskhim

whyhetoothedecisionthathedid.I

takeithewasscaredwhenhefoundout

andreactedstupidlybutwhatIdon’tget

iswhyheneverbotheredtogobackto

lookforhischild.Didheeventhink

abouther,whetherornotthechildmade,

ifitwasagirloraboybecausethat’s

somethingIwouldhavedefinitelydone.



Me:“Doesyouapologymeansyouwill

nevertrytofightmeandRorisangfor

Thandiwe’scustody”

Thapelo:“NoIwon’tandIwillstickto

myword.Ihavealreadysignedoffmy

paternalrighttoherandIwillbackoff.I

am gladshefoundherwayhomeand

rightfullyusinghersurname.Ibelieve

thatyoumovingtoLimpopoandfalling

inlovewithhermotherwastheZungu

ancestorswaysofmakingsurethatyou

carryherhome.Sheisnowhomeand

that’sallthatmatters”

Iam gladtohearmybrothertalklike



this.Thisisthefirstthingthatmakes

sensethathehassaidrecently.Ihave

neverlookedatitlikethat.Maybeheis

right.Itwasnotacoincidenceformeto

choosetomovetoLimpopoofall

provinces,meseeingRoriandfallingin

lovewithheratfirstsightandmeloving

ThandiweunconditionallybeforeIeven

meether.DefinitelytheZunguancestors

knewwhattheyweredoing.Because

thosewhocamebeforeusbelievedthat

noManzinibloodmustlivetherestof

theirliveswithouttheirZungusurname.

UncleG:“Mokoenawouldyouplease

allowustosendacowtoyourhometo

beusedtocleansetheshamethatour



familyhasbestoweduponyour

daughterandyourhome?”

MrMokoena:“Idon’tthatthatwouldbe

necessary.Ibelievethattheshamethat

oneZungusonbestoweduponuswas

laterwashedawaybyyoureldersonher

whohasdonenothingbutloveour

daughterandher3kids”

Wow,MrMokoena.Thewaythingsare

rollingcurrentlyandhowMr.Mokoena

hasbeensayingnothingbutgoodthings

aboutmesincewesethereIfeellike

askingtheunclestostartwiththelobola

negotiationsrighthereandrightnow.



UncleF:“Wearereallyproudofhow

Phumlanihastreatedyourdaughterand

wearegladthatyourdaughterhas

blesseduswithnotonebutthree

Zungu”hesayswithagenuinesmile.

EveryonelaughsandIguessthemood

isgoodagainandIjustdecidetoseize

themoment.

Me:“MrMokoena,mayIpleasebother

youwithonelastthing?”

Iseeeveryonelookingatmesurprised.I



meanthereisnotimelikethepresent

soiteithernowornever.Ibelievethat

RorisangandIhaveneverbeenatput

happiestlikeinthecurrentmoment.We

havegrownsomuchdeepinlove.We

havebothreachedanemotional

maturityinourrelationshipwherewe

areabletocommunicateourneedsand

feelings.

IkeepmyeyesonMr.Mokoenawho

nodsatmetosaymypeace.Itakeina

deepbreathandletitalloutbefore

speaking.Idon’tknowwhyIam nervous

butIfeelmyheartbeatingfast,my

palmsmoistandsweatfallingoffmy

face.



Me:“NtateMokoena,Iwouldliketoask

forpermissiontomarryyourdaughter”I

saysinalowvoice.

Ikeepmyeyesdownashechuckles

whileeveryonemakesgapingsounds

becauseofshock.Ireallyprayhesays

yesbecausehisblessingsarevery

importanttome.

Mr:“Areyousureyoushouldn’taskmy

daughterfirst”hesaysamused.

Iguessthat’sagoodindicationbecause



heisclearlynotangry.

Me:“Iwantedtoaskforyourblessings

firstsirbeforeproposingtoher.It’sout

ofmyrespectforyouasherfather

NtateMokoena”

Thuso:“OhPapablesshim already,heis

alreadythebestsonin-lawyoucanever

askforyouronlydaughter.Wehave

bothwitnessedhisloveforherandhers

forhis.Heloveshiskidsandyouknow

thatyourdaughterwouldneverstarve.

Howelsedoyouthinkshecanafford

thatbigcarplusthehousesheis

stayingat?”hesaysexcitedly.



MrMokoena:“Yes,youhavemy

blessingZungu.But,shouldsheever

comehomecryingbecauseofyouwhat

Thusodidtoyourbrotherhereis

nothingcomparedtowhatIwoulddoto

you"

Me:“IpromiseyouNtateMokeona,the

onlytearsshewouldcryaretearsofjoy”

Isaygivinghim mywarmestsmile

Hesmilebackandnodsforapproval.

NowIneedtoplanaperfectproposal.



***seeyouTuesday ***

[05/04,21:18] :Insert47

Twoweekslater

Phumlani

Me:“Soyouarenotshocked?”Iask

confused.

Rori:“No.Iam not”shesaysshakingher

head.

Wearestandinginthekitchenassheis

busypreparingfeedingbottlesfor

LwandleandLile.Ijustcamebackfrom

KznforafamilymeetingwhereThapelo



informedusabouthissexuality.You

shouldhaveseenuncleGatsha’s

reaction,Ithoughthewasgoingtohave

aheartattack.Hewasveryfurious.

Ihadtocalm him downbecausehe

wantedtobeatthegaynessoutofmy

brother(hiswords,notmine).Ihadto

stayathomelongerthanIintended

becausethesituationwasveryhostile.I

hadtositmyuncledownandhavea

seriousconversationwithhim.Iam glad

thathefinallyacceptedwhomybrother

iseventhoughhesayshewillnever

understandhischoice.AstheZungu’s

weagreedtosupportThapeloinhis

journey,Iam gladhenolongerlivesalie.



Thejourneyaheadisgoingtoberough

andruthlessbutaslongashehasus

behindhim hewillmakeit.

Me:“Njani?(How?)”

Rori:“Hetoldmeaboutitwhenwewere

inKZN2weeksback.Ithinkthat’swhyI

wasabletoforgivehim.Irealizedthat

him,leavingwasneveraboutmeorany

ofmyshortcomingsbutabouthim not

embracingwhohewas.”

Me:“Youknewfor2weeksandyoukept

ittoyourself.Twowholeweeksmy

queen?”Iaskfailingtomaskedmy



disappointment.

Sheputdownthe2oceans’bottles(yes

wecallthem that,2oceans)before

walkingtome.Shewrapsherarms

aroundmyneckwhileshestandsonher

toesandlookuptomebeforeplacinga

softkissonmylips.

Rori:“Itwasreallynotmyplacetotell

you.Heneededtimetogatherenough

strengthandcouragetodoit.Icouldn’t

betrayhisconfidence”shesayssofty

lookingdeeplyinmyeyes.

Me:“Understand,Iam alsogladthatyou



weretheretolistentohim and

encouragedhim tospeakout”Isay

softly.

Iwatchhersmilebeforedevouringher

lips.Asalwaysherlipsaresoftandjuicy.

Ipickherupandletherwrapherarms

aroundmyneckandhelegsaroundmy

waist.Iwalktothekitchencounterin

frontofmebeforeplacingherontop.

Ipartherlegsandstandinthemiddle

beforecontinuingtolocklipswithher.I

missedhersobadandIknowshe

missedmetoobythewaysheis

respondingtomykiss.Wehaven’tbeen



intimateformonthsbeforethetwins

wereborn.Youcanjustimaginemy

thirstforher.

Ican’ttakehertothebedroom because

the2oceansaresleepinginthere.She

betternottrytostopmebecausemy

ballscan’ttakeit.Iam gladMaMavis

wenthomefortheweekendand

Thandiweisathergrandparents.

Imovetoherneckandsmileassoft

moansescapeshermouth.Iknowit’s

herweakspotsoIam lettingitworkto

myadvantage.

Me:“Damnlittlerascalhasnotiming



yazi”Isayinfrustrationrespondingtoa

cryingLwandle.

Rori:“Benicebaba,that’stheonlyteam

memberyouhaveinahousefilledwith

woman”shesayslaughing.

Ifrownasshejumpsoffthecounter

beforefixinghert-shirt.

Me:“Heisnotbehavinglikeateam

memberrightnow”Icomplain

Shecontinueslaughing,grabsthetwo

bottlesandrushtoherbedroom to



attendtohim.Ifixmypantsandgraba

coldbeerinthefridge,thankyouvery

muchLwandlenowBabaisforcedto

putsomeiceonit.

*******

Rorisang

Me:“Areyousureaboutthismylove?”I

saypackingmyshoesinasuitcase.

Phumla:“OfcauseIam sureMaZungu,

youneedthis”

Me:Deepbreath“Iam notsosure”Isay



lookingathim.

Phumla:“Look,youareexhaustedand

youarenogoodtoanyofthosekids

whenyouaretired.Youneedsomeme

time,soyouaregoingonthistripand

youaregoingtoenjoyyourselfwithout

anyguilt.Okay?”hesayshandingme

anotherpairofshoesaccompaniedbya

bigsmile.

OfcauseIwanttogotoJohannesburg

withmyfriendandenjoymyselfbutIam

goingtomissmylittletrio.Iam not

evensuremy2oceanswillsurvive

withoutmesinceIhaveneverspenda



nightawayfrom them.

Me:“ButwillyoucopemyZuluking?”I

saywrappingmyarmsaroundhiswaist.

Phumla:“Don’tworryaboutusmommy.

WewillbefineplusMaMavisand

MaMariawillbetheretohelpme.I

wouldn’thaveofferedyouthistripifwe

werenotgoingtocope.Youhavebeen

allaboutthekidslatelyandIfeelyou

needthismetimeplusIknowhow

muchyouloveyourwhitepeoplemusic”

hesaystheendpartshakinghishead.

Phumlahiredasecondexecutive



MaMariatohelpwiththekidsafterI

movedbackfrom home.Thetwoof

them beingsuremakesthingseasyfor

me.Havingthistwoolderwomaninthe

househelpsoutalot.

IknowPhumlawantsbetogobecause

heisfeelingalittleguilty.Ihaven’tbeen

havingagoodnightsleepfor3nights

latelybecauseLilewasnotfeelingwell.

Sowetookhertoapediatrician

yesterdayandsheisnowbetter.Ithink

themedicationisworkingbecauseI

managedtogetagoodnightsleep

yesterday.



Me:“Youarerightyazi,Imightjustmeet

someonetherewholoveswhitepeople

asmuchasIdo.NotjustoSjavaand

Blackdiamonds”Isayteasinghim.

Phumla:Chuckling“Iseeyouwantblood

onmyhands.Youalsolovemytypeof

musicnje”hesaysjokingly

Ilaughandcontinuepacking.Thisisa

onceinalifetimeopportunity.Phumla

isrightIneedthismetimeandIam

goingtoenjoymyself.Hesurprisedme

with2VIPticketstoEdSheeran’sDivide

TourattheFNBStadium forThalitaand

I.Hebookedusareturnflightto



Johannesburgandahotelroom forthe

weekend.

Ifinishpackingupmythingsandhand

him thebagtogoputinthecar.Iwalk

tothe2oceansroom andpickthem up

onebyonewhileplantingsoftkisseson

theirlips.Iam goingtomissthem alot.

Isnapapicturebeforeheadingout.I

walktoOra’sroom whom Ifindbusyon

herIPadplayinggames.

Me:“Oraareyoucomingwithustothe

airportprincess”Isaysettlingnextto

heronthebed.



Shegivesmeonelookbeforelooking

backatheriPad.Itakeinadeepbreath

becauseIknowwhattheproblem is

here.

Me:“ThandiweZungu,areyougoingto

ignoreme?”

Thandiwe:“Yesmommy,Iam coming

withyoutotheairport”shesayswitha

hugesmile.

Mysmilekeeper,Iam soogoingtomiss

herandherlittleattitude.Shewasn’t

kiddingwhenshesaidshewillignore

everyonewhostillreferstoherasOra.



ShehasdonethattomealotbecauseI

keepforgetting.

*****

Thalitha:“Ican’tbelieveweareseeing

EdSheeranlivemyfriend.Waitsi

Phumlaisforkeeps”sheshouts

throughthemusicsothatIcanhearher.

Inodandsmilewarmly.Shehasn’t

stoppedsayinghowPhumlaisforkeeps

sincewegothere.

Wearebothreallyhavingfunandthe

triphasbeennothingbutablisssofar.I

wasnotsureIwouldenjoymyselfbutI

am happytobehere.Gomonategoba



mo,it’snicetobehere.Iam sureIam

goingtowakeupvoicelesstomorrow

thewayIhavebeenshoutingatthetop

ofmyvoice.Idon’tevenminddancing

hardbecausewehaveaSpadate

tomorrowcurtesyofSengwayo.

EdSheeran:“OhkJohannesburgareyou

enjoyingyourselvesthisevening?”he

saysinhisangelicvoice

Weallscream

yesssssssssssssssssssss.Itellyou

SouthAfricansknowshowtohavefun

andtheenergyinthisplaceisjusttoo

awesome.Iam sureEdSheeranis



feelingittoo.

Ed:“Ohkwetoldyouaboutour

competitiontodayright.Soit’sthattime

whereoneofyouwillbejoiningmeon

stage.Areyoureadytocomejoinmeon

stage?”

Thecrowdscreams,hellweareall

screaming.Whowouldn’twanttobeon

stagewithEdSheeranandhavehim

singtoyouoneofhissongslikethe

songwasactuallywrittenforyou?

Ed:“OhkJo’burg,pleasecheckyour

ticketnumberasyoumightbethelucky



ladyortheluckyguy”hesaysputtinghis

handintoabighatthathassometicket

numbersbeforepullingoutapieceof

papersmiling.

Ed:“Ohk,theluckhumanbeingisthe

holderofticketnumber362intheVIP

section”hesaysandthecrowdscreams.

Thalitha:“Roricheckyourticket,mineis

363.Areyou362or364?”Sheasks

shakingfrom shock.

Itakeoutmyticketfrom thebagand

checksit.OhmyGod,it’smine.Ican’t

believethis.



Thalitha:“It’shers,sheisticketnumber

362”sheshoutspointingatme.

Thecameraandthespotlightmovesto

mydirectionandIjustsmile.Thecrowd

isscreamingasIwalktothestage.I

prayIdon’ttripandfallwithallthiseyes

onme.Icanimaginethefielddayblack

twitterwouldhavetomorrowshoulda

fallonthisstage.

Ed:“HibeautifulLady,whatisyourname

andwhereyoufrom”hesayspullingme

intoanembrace.



Yoo,IjusthuggedEdSheeran.Istill

can’tbelievethis.OkaymaybeIheldon

tothehuglongerthanIwassupposed

tobutwhocanblameme.

Me:“Iam RorisangandIam from

PolokwaneintheLimpopoprovince”I

saythroughthemicrophone.

Ed:“OkayRolisangfrom Limpompo.Isit

okayifIsingtheThinkingoutloudsong

foryou”hesaysstrappinghisguitar.

Inodlikearetard,Edwiththataccent

youcanbutchermynameandmy

provinceallyouwantbrother.Forhim I



canbeRolisangfrom Limpompo.Ijust

lovehim.Ofcausehecansingthatsong

forme.It’sstillmyalltimefavorite.I

standtherelikeahighschoolgirlwhois

justlovestuckwhileIgrinatthis

awesomesingerlookingatmewithhis

beautifulblueeyes.

Ed:Singing

“Whenyourlegsdon'tworklikethey

usedtobefore

AndIcan'tsweepyouoffofyourfeet

Willyourmouthstillrememberthetaste

ofmylove

Willyoureyesstillsmilefrom your

cheeks



AnddarlingIwillbelovingyou'tilwe're

70

Andbabymyheartcouldstillfallashard

at23

AndI'm thinking'bouthowpeoplefallin

loveinmysteriousways

Maybejustthetouchofahand

OhmeIfallinlovewithyoueverysingle

day

AndIjustwannatellyouIam”

ThecrowdisscreamingbutIdon’teven

heartheirsound.Iam captivatedbythis

manwhosingsformeasifhewrotethe



songspecificallyforme.

Ed:“Rolimayyoupleaseturnaround”he

saysinthemiddleofthesong.

Ilookathim confusedandhenods

whilehecontinuesplayingsoftlyonhis

guiter.IturnandtomyshockIfindmy

Zulukingonstage.Kneelinginfrontof

mewithabeautifulRubyringinhis

shakinghands.Tearsarejuststreaming

downlikeabeautifulwaterfallweonce

visitedinVenda.

Phumla:“MyPediqueen,motherofmy

beautifulkids,theloveofmylife,may



youpleasemakemethehappiestman

andtakemysurname,please”hesays

withhishandsshaking.

Ilookathim shockedasIstoodthere

frozen.Ihearthecrowdscreamingwhile

othersareshouting‘SAYYES’.

Thecrowdisreallygoingcrazy.You’d

sweartheyweretheonesgetting

proposedonEdSheeran’sstagewith

him singingafittingsongs.OhmyLord.

Thisthismanjustproposetomein

frontofallthispeople,inthemiddleof

EdSheeran'sliverendition.



Me:“Yes,yes,yes.Iwillmarryyoumy

ZuluKing.Wow,ofcauseIwouldmarry

youSengwayo”Isaywipingmytears.

Tearsofjoy.

Thecrowdcheersashetakesmyleft

handandslidestheringonmyfinger.It

fitsperfectlylikeitwascraftedforme.

Phumlagetsupandpicksmeupbefore

spinningusaroundwhilewesharea

deepkiss.Iknowthisisprobablygoing

toenduponmanysocialmedia

networksbytomorrow.ButIdon’tcare,

Blacktwitteryoucan’tfaultthis.South

Africadeservestoknowthatthisman

andIloveeachotherdeeply.



Ed:“WowJohannesburg,wejust

witnessabeautifulmomenthere.Isn’t

loveabeautifulthing.Let’swishthem

nothingbutprosperityintheirunion”

Thecrowdisjustgoingmoreandmore

crazy.AsEdSheerancontinuesto

serenateuswithhisangelicvoiceand

beautifulwords.

Ed:singing

“Sohoneynow

Takemeintoyourlovingarms

Kissmeunderthelightofathousand

stars



Placeyourheadonmybeatingheart

I'm thinkingoutloud

Maybewefoundloverightwherewe

are”

“Whenmyhair'sallbutgoneandmy

memoryfades

Andthecrowdsdon'tremembermy

name

Whenmyhandsdon'tplaythestrings

thesameway,mm

Iknowyouwillstilllovemethesame

'Causehoneyyoursoulcannevergrow

old,it'severgreen



Babyyoursmile'sforeverinmymind

andmemory

I'm thinking'bouthowpeoplefallinlove

inmysteriousways

Maybeit'sallpartofaplan

I'lljustkeeponmakingthesame

mistakes

Hopingthatyou'llunderstand

Butbabynow

Takemeintoyourlovingarms

Kissmeunderthelightofathousand

stars

Placeyourheadonmybeatingheart



I'm thinkingoutloud

Thatmaybewefoundloverightwhere

weare,oh

Sobabynow

Takemeintoyourlovingarms

Kissmeunderthelightofathousand

stars

Ohdarling,placeyourheadonmy

beatingheart

I'm thinkingoutloud

Thatmaybewefoundloverightwhere

weare

Ohmaybewefoundloverightwherewe



are

Andwefoundloverightwhereweare”

Phumla:“IloveyouverymuchRorisang

soontobeZungu”hewhispersinmy

ears.

Me:“Iloveyoumoremysoontobe

husband”

Indeedwefoundloverightwhereweare.

IwonderhowmyZulukingpulledallthis.

SouthAfricayoucandefinitelylearna

thingortwofrom thisawesomemanof

mine.Mymanmakesthingshappen.



[05/04,21:15] :Insert48

Rorisang

Me:“YouareamazingManzini.Howdid

youevenpullthatoff?ImeanonEd

Sheeran’sstage”Isaysslidingmyright

handintohislefthand.

Phumla:“Ihavemywayszakwami”he

sayswinkinghiseye.

Ican’thelpbutsmileback.Itakealook

atmyfingerandadmirethebeautiful

ringthatnowoccupiesit.Ican’thelpbut



smile.HowdidIbecomethisluckyinlife?

IwokeupagirlfriendandIam goingto

sleepassomeone’sfiancée.Notjust

anyone’sfiancée,butPhumlaniZungu’s

fiancée.Itellyouitdoesn’tgetany

betterthanthis.

PhumlaandIareinthecardrivingback

tothehotel.Wecouldn’tevenwaitfor

theshowtoend.Weleftassoonaswe

gotoffthestage.Thalitastayedbehind.

Shesaidshestillwantstopartyandwe

shouldleaveandenjoyourselves.

Me:“IfeelbadthatweleftThalitha

aloneattheconcert”



Phumla:“Sheisnotalone.Icamethere

withyourbrothersoIam sureheis

takingcareofher”

Ofcausewhyelsewouldshehappily

staybehind?SheknewThusowasthere,

mxm.

Me:“Ohhgosh,morereasonformeto

beworried.ThosetwothinkIdon’tknow

whattheyaredoing”

Phumla:“Theyarebothadultslove.Let

them be”hesaystakingmyhandand



kissingit.

ThalithaandThusohavebeenseeing

eachotherbehindmybackformonths

nowandtheythinkIdon’tknow.Phumla

hastoldmecountlesstimesnottoget

involvedintheirbusinesssincetheyare

bothadults.IknowThalithahasplaced

herengagementonholdafterfinding

outthatherfiancéehasimpregnated

somegirl.Iwishshecouldjustdealwith

thatwithouttryingtoescapeintoanext

relationship.Especiallywithmybrother

whoisallergictocommitments.

Phumla:“Stopworryingyourselfabout



otherpeople,wehaveaweddingtoplan.

Plus,Ineedtosendmyunclestoyour

housenextweekforLobola

negotiations”

Me:“OhmyGod.Sosoon.PhelaIstill

needtotalktomyparent”

Phumla:Chuckling“Don’tworryabout

yourparents.Myuncleswillinform them

soonviaaletter”

Me:“OhhSengwayowhostillsendsa

letterin2019?”



Phumla:“Wearedoingeverythingthe

rightwayincludingsendingahand

writtenletter”

Inodandsmile.Iknowwhenhehasset

hismindondoingthingstherightway

noonecantellhim anything.Heismy

Zuluking,stubbornandhellbenton

traditionanddoingthingstherightway

likethat.

*******

Hegrabsmebythebackofmyneck

andpullmeclosetohim assoonaswe

closeourbedroom doorbehindus.I

closemyeyesaspouroutallmylove

forhim inthekissweareexchanging.



Wecouldn’tevenwaittogettotheroom

asweexchangesomesteamykissesin

theelevator.Forgiveusforbeingtoo

hastybutithasbeenlongsincewehave

beenintimate.AtleastIspeakfor

myselfbecauseIam wellawarethat

therehasbeenotherwomaninhislife

duringorbreakup.

Ishakemyheadandquicklygetthose

thoughtsoutofmymind.Iwillnotbe

prosecutinghim forsleepingwithother

womanwhilewerebrokeup.Yes,Iwish

hewaitedformebutIknowIalsomade

itdifficultforhim becauseIwas

adamantwewouldnevergetback

together.



Iloosemyselfinhiskissesandwarm

touches.Hepicksmeupbridalstyleand

movemetothebed.Helaysmedown

gentlyandtakesoffmyshoes.Myjeans

followsandthem myt-shirt.Isitupand

helphim takehisclothesoff.

Phumla:“NgiyakuthandaRorisangka

khulu”(IloveyouverymuchRorisang)

hesaysinbetweenthekisses.

Me:“IloveyouevenmoreManzini”Isay

beforepullinghim downtothebadwith

me.



Ipushhim offmeandquicklygetontop

ofhim.Hegivesmeabeautifulsmileas

helooksuptome.Hemoveshishand

tomyheadanduntiesmyhair.Iknow

justhowmuchhelovesmyhairloose

duringlovemaking.Igivehim a

seductivesmilemovingmyfaceclose

tohisforakiss.Asusualthechemistry

isoutofthisworld.Ican’tbelieveI

nearlyletthismango.

********

Afteraweek.

Phumlani.



Me:“KodwaMalumeIsaidyouarenot

goingtheretonegotiatebutratherpay

theLobolathattheywant”

UncleG:“Phumlaniwhattheywantis

toomuch”

Me:“Giveittothem Malume.Sheis

worthitandmore”

UncleG:“QuitefranklyIthinkyoucan

getasuitablebridebackhomeway

less”

Me:“ButIdon’twantabridebackhome



nowangithi.Sojustgivethem the

moneyandtellthem therestoftheir

demandswillbebroughtintwoweeks’

timeandweexpectthem toperform all

thetraditionalritesthen”

Myunclesaidthatontopofthemoney

requested,theygavethem alistofother

itemsthatneedtobebroughtplusalive

cow.Apparently,theyneedtoperform a

ritualinRori’shomegooncealltheir

demandshavebeenmeetbeforeour

marriagecanberecognizedbyour

ancestors.Iam willingtodoeverything

tohaveherbecomemywife.



UncleG:“Thispeoplewillleaveyou

bankruptandthenangaziniyodlani(I

don’tknowwhatyouwilleat)”

Me:“Ihavetwouncleswhoownsfarms

andhaveplentyofcowsbackathome

so,Iwillbesorted”

UncleG:“Uyahlanya(Youarecrazy).Let

megobackinthereandgivethem

everythingtheywant”hesaysbefore

hangingup.

Myuncleisexaggerating.Theamount

thatRori’sunclesareaskingforisnot

eventoomuch.Quitefrankly,Ibelieve



theyunderchargedme.Iam disturbed

bymyhousephoneringing.

Me:“Zunguresidencehello”

Caller:“MrZungu,thisisThabangatthe

mainentrance.TherearesomePolice

officerslookingforyou.ShouldIlet

them in?”

Me:“Yes,Thabangpleaseletthem in”I

saybeforehangingup.

Whywouldpoliceofficersbecomingto

seeme?Iwonder.



Imakemywaytothedoortowaitfor

them.Howclassictheycan,theycame

in2privatecarsandavan.Iwatchas

twoofficersinprivateclothesmadethe

wayoutoftheircarstowardmydoor,

followedby3uniformedofficers

carryingguns.Itakeoutmycellphone

anddialSimonwithoutputtingmy

phoneonmyear.IhaveafeelingIam

goingtoneedalawyersoIneedhim to

heareverythingthatisgoingon.

Privateuniform:“Goodmorning.Weare

lookingforPhumlaniZungu”



Me:“Andyouare?”

PU:Chuckling“Wherearemymanners,I

am detectiveTiisetsoMakgeruandthis

ismypartnerdetectivePhetoloMmadi.

LikeIsaidwearelookingforMr

PhumlaniZungu”

Me:“Iam PhumlaniZungu”

Makgeruhandsmeapieceofpaperand

iscanthroughitasMmadispeaks.

Mmadi:“MrZungu,youareunderarrest

fortherobberythattookplaceatSBS



privatebankfewmonthsback.Inyour

handisyourarrestwarrant.Youhave

therighttoremainsilentandmayrefuse

toanswerquestionsasked.Anything

yousaymaybeusedagainstyouina

courtoflaw.Youwillbegivenachance

tocontactalawyerofyourchoicewhen

wegettothepolicestationifyoucan’t

affordonethestatewillprovideyouwith

one”

Makgeru:“Areyouwalkingwillinglyto

thevanorshouldwehelpyouMr

Zungu?”

Me:“Iwillwalkwillinglythankyou”Isay



closingthedoorbehindme.

IhopeSyheardthatandheisworking

ongettingmeoffbeforetheendofthe

day.Todayistheworstdayforthem to

bedoingthis.Myfamilyisnegotiating

lobolaonmybehalfandnowIam

makingmywaytothecells.IthoughtI

wouldneverseemyselfbackhereagain.

Whocouldhavesoldmeoff?Thearrest

warrantstatesthatthearresthasbeen

madebecausethereisawitnesswho

hascomeforwardandiswillingto

attesttomyinvolvementintherobbery.

Whatam IgoingtotellmyPediqueen?



*****

Rorisang

IhavebeentryingtogetholdofPhumla

forthepasthournowandhisphonehas

beenoff.Thenegotiationshavegone

wellandhisfamilyhaspaidoffallthe

monetaryvalue.Theonlyitems

remainingarethelistofgiftthatthey

mustpresenttomyfamilyplusalive

cow.Thetwofamilieshaveagreedthat

wouldtakeplaceinthenexttwoweeks.

Wewilldothetraditionalritesherin

LimpopobeforegoingtoKZNfortheir

traditionalceremony.PhumlaandI



decidedwewillhaveawhitewedding

afterallthetraditionalritesare

performed.Howeverwearegoingto

signatHomeAffairsbeforethewhite

wedding.

Idon’tknowwhatiswrongwithLwandle

hehasbeenrestlessandcryingforthe

pasthour.Hecan’tseem tosleepfor

long.Ihopeheisnotcomingdownwith

somethingIcan’thandleahim being

sickrightnow.Iam veryexhaustedfrom

allthepreparationswehadtodoleading

tothisday.

Me:“Manzini,Ithinkthisisthe100th



voicemailIam leaving.Pleasecallme

backassoonasyougetthis.Youare

worryingme”Isayafterthetonebefore

pressingthehashkey.

[05/04,21:15] :Insert49

Phumla

Sy:“Iam workingonitMhlehloplease

givememoretime”

Me:Sighing“YouknowIdon’thave

moretimeright?”

Sy:“Iknow.KodwaIam doingthebestI



can”

Me:“Well,yourbestisnotgoodenough

Sy.FindoutwhodidthisfastcozIcan’t

spendthenighthere”

Ihearhim sighontheotherside.Iam

onthephonewithSytryingtosortout

thismess.Iam frustratedreally.Their

timingisreallyoff.Myfamilyishereand

theydon’tknowwhereIam.Rorisang

mustbeworriedsickbecauseshecan’t

getholdofme.Ihopeshedoesn’tthinkI

developedcoldfeetandranawayfrom

thecommitmentIam abouttotake.I

havebeenhereforanhourandonly



receivedmyonephonecallnow

becauseIrefusedtotalktothem untilI

havemylawyerpresent.

Me:“Justcallmywifeformeplease.

Shemustbeworriedsick”Isayrubbing

myeyes.

MyheartacheswhenIthinkofhowall

thiswillaffectherandmykids.Ireally

hopeshewon’tleaveme.Mylifewill

justbemeaninglesswithouther.Itruly

lovehershemademebelievein

soulmatesandall

Sy:“Eishmanje,whatmustItellher?”



Ipauseforamomentbeforeanswering

Sy.IpromisedherhonestlyandIdon’t

wanttoshotmyselfinthefootbylying

becauseshouldthetruthcomeoutlater

shewillnevertrustmeagain.

Me:Afteradeepbreath“Justtellherthe

truth”

Sy:“Thewholetruth?”heaskinshook.

Me:“Justbeeconomicalwithit.Be

truthfulaboutwhereIam andwhatIam

accusedof”



Sy:“Doyouthinkit’swise?”

Me:“AngaziSy(Idon’tknowSy).IfIam

goingtospendtherestofmylifewith

thiswoman.Ibetterrespectherenough

nottomakeafooloutofher.Soyahtell

her”

Sy:“Okay.Juststaystrongandyouwill

hearfrom mesoon”

Ihandupandmovetomyholdingcell.

Lifeismessedupindeed.Nogooddeed

goesunpunished.Iwasonlytryingto



helpoutafriendandnowmylifehangin

thebalance.

DetectiveMmadi:“Zungu,youstilldon’t

wanttotalk?”hesaysstandingonthe

othersideofthebars.

Me:“Ican’ttalkaboutwhatIdon’tknow

nowcanI?”Isaystaringathim

intensively.

Mmadi:“Youwillbreaksoon”Hesays

chucklesbeforewalkingawaywhistling.

Isitbackandrestmyheadonthecold



wallbehindme.Thisfeelsnothinglike

thefirsttimeIwasarrested,Ihavemore

tolosenowthanbefore.

********

Rorisang

Iam speakingtoSyonthephone.Ican’t

believewhathejusttoldme.Iknowhe

saidPhumlawasonlyhelpingouta

friend’schildbutIthoughtheisnot

aboutthislifeanymore.Howcouldhe

havebeensoselfish?Washethinking

aboutmewhenhetookthedecisionto

dothejob?



Iam veryangryathim.Heruinedmyday,

myloboladay.NowIhavetogotohis

houseandtakecareofhisuncles

becausehemightbespendingthenight

injail.Whatam Ievengoingtosayto

them?

Me:“Whyaren’tyouarrestedSy?”

Sy:“Ang’zwisisi(Idon’tunderstand)”he

saysshocked.

Ididn’tmeanforittocomeoutlikethat.

Butthiswholethingdoesn’tmakesense.



Me:“Imeanyouwerewhatfiveonthat

Jobandonlyhegotarrestedwhy?”

Hekeepsquite.IknowwhatIam saying

tohim cameasashockbutIhadtoask.

Ican’tjustlethim gotojail.Hehas3

kidsthatIam notgoingtoraiseonmy

own.Sybettergethim outsoon.

Me:“LookSy.Findoutwhodidthisand

getmymanoutofthere.Mykidsneed

theirfathertheyaretooyoung,

Thandiwewillneverrecoverfrom this.I

needmyhusbandbackSyandbelieve

mewhenIsayheisnotgoingdown

alone.Thisisnotthelasttime”Isay



beforehangingup.

Ipickmykidsbagsandstartmoving

them tothecar.Atleastmyparents

knewthatIhadtogobacktotowntoday

sotheywon’tbeaskingmetoomany

questions.

*******

(Thenextday)

Phumlani

Me:“Shityoulookmorelikeamessthan

Iam”Isayhugginghim.



Sy:“Icouldn’tsleep.Ihadtowork

tirelesslytogetyououtofhere”hesays

breakingthehug.

Me:“Thissurefeelslikeadéjàvu”

Sy:“Nah,wehavebeenherebefore

ndoda.Mepickingyouupfrom

spendingtimeinjail.Theonlydifference

isthelengthyouspendandthephysical

locationoftheprisonitself.Butthisis

nodéjàvu,itdidhappen.Let’sgetoutof

hereyoustink”hesayspushingme

playfully.



Ican’thelpbutlaughbecausehelooks

likehehadaworsenightthanIdid,I

followhim tothecar.AllIneedisahot

showerandtoholdmywifeandkidsin

myarms.

Idon’tknowwhathappenedbutIwas

releasedtoday.Apparentlythesocalled

witnesswentandtoldthepolicethat

thatthestatementtheygavewasalie.

Systillneedstofillmeinonwhodidthis

andwhy.

Me:“Sowhowasit?”Isayaftera

momentofawkwardsilenceinthecar.



Sy:“willtalkaboutitwhenwegetto

yourhouse”hesayslookingaheadon

theroad.

InodasIwatchhim driveavoidingto

lookatme.Iknowhedidnotbetrayme

becauseItrusthim withmylifebutI

senseheblameshimselfsomehow.I

wonderwhy.IguessIwillhearaboutit

whenIgethome.Iopentheglove

compartmentandretrievemyphone.I

switchitonandgothroughmessages

andvoicemails.Mostlyarefrom

Rorisangandmyuncles.

ItakeadeepbreathasSypullsoveron



mydriveway.Iam worriedbecauseIam

goingtodealwithanangryRorisang.He

angerdoesn’treallyscaremebutthe

factthatsheisunpredictabledoes.She

canthrowallthetantrumsshewantsas

longasshedoesn’tleaveme.

Me:“issheangry?”

Sy:“Shethreatenedme”hesaysangrily.

Me:“Withwhat?Lwandle’sshoe?”Isay

laughing.

Rorithreateninganotherhumanbeing.



Sheistoosofttoeventhinkofdishing

threats.

Sy:“Hleka(Laugh)butit’snotfunny”he

saysnotlaughing.

Me:“Youarebeingserious,Rorisang

threatenedyouandyougotscared”

Sy:“Shetoldmethatifyougodown,we

willallgodownwithyou.Sheevensaid

thisisnotthelasttime.”

Me:“Shewasobviouslyscaredand

tryingtomotivateyou.YouknowIcould



neversellyouout”

Sy:“Iknowthat,butthingshave

changednow.Youhaveawifeand3

kidsnow.Soyah,shedidscareme.

Anywaylet’sgoinsideandtalkabout

whyyouwereinjail.”Hesaysbefore

gettingoutofthecar

Ifollowhim insidethehouse.

******

Me:“SoSyyouknewandneversaid

anything.Howcouldyouletthathappen?

Idon’tcarethatshemovedonbutthere



isabrocodemfwethu”

Sy:“Iam reallysorry.IwishItoldyou

aboutitassoonasIfoundout”

Me:“WhereisSbu,shouldn’thebehere

apologizingtomeaswell?”

Sy:“Hecouldn’tcomebecausehehad

tomakesurethatZinziwithdrawsher

statementfrom thecopssothat

chargesagainstyougetdropped”

Me:“YaziSy,IneverlovedZinziandyou

bothknewthisbutforSbutosleepwith



herwhilesheandIwereanitem istoo

much.Ithoughtwehadabrocode.How

am Isupposedtotrustanyofthem near

Rorisang?”

SyandIaresittinginmystudy.Hejust

toldmethatZinziistheonewhowentto

thecopsandgotmeburned.Apparently

myexisthemotherofSbu’stwokids

andcurrentlover.Irescuedhersonfrom

akidnaperandshegoesandratmeout

tothecopsbecauseshewasjealous

afterseeingmyproposaltoRorion

socialmedia.Thatwomanisapsycho,

sheandSbudesearveeachother.



Sy:“Iam sorry.Icouldhavetoldyouas

soonasIfoundout”

Me:“Itsfinewhat’sdoneisdone.You

tellSbu,Idon’twanttoseehim inmy

lifeeverandit’snotbecauseheiswith

myex.Idon’thaveaproblem thatheis

withher,infactIam happyforthem

becauseInevercaredabouther.Sheis

justagolddiggerandIhopeshedoesn’t

milkhim dry”

******

Rorisang



Thandiwe:“Baba”shesaythrowing

herselfinhisarms.

Phumla:“Princesskababa”shesays

beforekissingbothherchicks.

Thandiwe:“Mommytoldmeyouwentto

Durban,whatdidyoubringme?”

Phumla:“Haveyoubeenagoodgirl?”

Thandiwe:“Alwaysbaba,Iwasplaying

withLilebecauseLwaisnotwell”

Phumlalooksatmewithraised



eyebrows.Ofcausehewouldn’tknow

thathischildwassickbecausehehas

beenlockedup.Iwatchasheput

Thandiwedownandwalktome.Iam

exhausted,Lwandleisfinallyasleepand

wehavebeenupallnight.Hepullsme

intohisembrace.

Phumla:“Iam sorrymyPediqueen.

Whathappenedyesterdaywillnever

happenagain”hewhispersinmyears.I

am onthevergeofcryingbecauseIhad

aroughnightandhewasnothereto

assistme.

Ihadtoanswermillionquestionsfrom



hisunclesandlieforhim.Ihadtomake

surethatthegotaflighttoKZNbefore

theycouldseethroughmyeyes.

Me:“DoIneedtostartpreparingto

attendcourttrials?”Iasklookingathim

intensively.

Phumla:“No,thechargesweredropped.

It’sallbehindusnow.CanIpleasesee

the2oceans?”

Me:“Sure,Lwandlehasn’tbeensleeping

wellsinceyesterdaynoon”



Phumla:“Iam sorryaboutthatlove.Iam

backnow.Hewillbeallright.Comelet’s

gowakethem up.Daddymissesthem”

hesaystakingmyhandandwalkingto

thenursery.

IwatchashepicksLwandlefirstand

whispersomethinginhisears.He

kisseshisforeheadbeforeputtinghim

backinhiscotandmovetoLile’sand

doesthesame.Heturnsandwalks

backtome.

Phumla:“IloveyouverymuchMrs

Zungu”



Me:“IhavenotforgivenyouyetZungu”

Phumla:“Letmemakeituptoyou.I

promiseyouwhathappenedyesterday

willneverhappenagain.PlusIwouldn’t

wantyouthreateningpeoplenow”he

saysbeforeattackingmylips.

Ikisshim backandlosemyselfinthis

moment.IthinkIhavegrown,Iam

surprisedatmyreactionstosituations

thisdays.Iam suretheoldmewould

havethrownatantrum andtoldPhumla

thatit’sover.

Iguessiam readyforthismarriage



thing.Iam inforthelonghaul.

[05/04,21:15] :Insert50

(3yearslater)

Phumla

Me:“Ican’twaittoseeyouinyourwhite

dress,Iknowyouwilllooklikeadream”

Rori:Giggling“Ican’twaittoseeyouin

your3piecesuit.Iknoweverywoman

willbedyingwithenvywhentheysee

you”



Me:“Then,youMrsZunguarevery

lucky”

Rori:“Iam luckyindeed………”

Sy:“Iam sorryhisPediqueenbutheis

allminetonight”hesaysaftersnatching

thephonefrom me.

Ishakemyheadasheswitchesitoff

andplaceitinhispocket.

Me:“Wow,Sy.Uyadelela(youare

disrespectful)”Ihasjokingly.



Sy:“Ndoda,takeadvantageofthisnight

andenjoyyourself.Believeme,marriage

isnowalkinthepark”hesayshanding

meaglassofabeer.

Kwena:“Dudeyouwon’tevenbeableto

changetheTVchannel.Ifyouever

wantedtochangetheworldforgetit

thatshiphassailed”

Theallburstintolaughter.

Me:“YouguysareawarethatIhave

beenmarriedfor3yearsnowright”



Xolani:“Wellthatdoesn’tcount,angithi

theworlddidnotknowandshestill

wantedafancywedding.Sonow,kuzo

shubababa(It’sgoingtogettough)"he

sayslaughinghard.

Weenjoyourdrinksandcigarswhilethe

guyscontinueswiththeirsillytalk

advicesonwhatIshoulddotosurvive

marriage.

ImadeitcleartoSythatIdon’twant

strippersatthisparty.Iftheywantto

watchstripperstheymustnotusemy

bachelorpartyasanexcuse.Iwonderif

itstillqualifiestobecalledabachelor



partysinceRorisangandIhavebeen

marriedandlivingtogetherashusband

andwifefor3yearsnow.Both

traditionallyandlegally.

Afterallthetraditionalriteswere

performedRoriandIwenttohome

affairsandsigned.Sowehavebeen

livingashusbandandwifeallalong.She

justdidnotwantawhiteweddingatthe

time.Sowedecidedtowaituntil

LwandleandLilewereoldenoughtobe

partoftheweddingparty.

Reallyalothavehappenedinthepast

threeyears.Roriquitherjobandstarted



herownconsultancycompany.The

companyisgrowingfrom strengthto

strengthandIhavewatchedhergrow

bothemotionallyandinbusiness.Iam

veryproudofherandIfalldeeperinlove

withhereverysingleday.Sheismybest

friendandIam hers.Sheisthebest

mothertoourkidsandIgreatwifeto

me.Sheisatotalpackage.

ThapeloandNjabulomovedto

Johannesburgbecausethecommunity

backathomemadeitdifficultforthem

toenjoytheirlivesthere.Theybothgot

jobsinJohannesburgandmoved

permanently.Theyevenboughtahouse

togetherandtheyareveryhappy.We



havegrownquiteclose,ThapeloandI.

Wehavingabestsiblingtypeofa

relationship.Hefindsiteasiertoopen

uptomeandRoriandIhavebecomea

pillarofstrengthandsupportinhislife.

Heisagreatuncletomykidsandthey

alllovehim andhelovesthem justas

much.

SbutriedtoapologizebutIcuthim off

mylifecompletely.Ican’thavesomeone

Idon’ttrustinmylife,worseofallasa

friend.Hebetrayedme,notoncebut

manytimesbecausehehadplentyof

timetobehonestwithmebuthechose

notto.IwenttojailforSbu’smistakes

andgreedinessandheofallpeople



chosetobetraymeintheworse

possibleway.Heevenusedmeto

rescuehissonwithoutbeinghonest

withmeaboutwhothemotherofthe

childwasandthatnearlysentmetojail

forthesecondtime.Ievensoldoff

everysingleshareIownedinanyofhis

companiesandinvestedthemoneyin

mywife’sbusiness.Ididnotwant

anythingthatlinkedmetohim in

anyway.

Mykidsaregrowingmorebeautifulby

theday.Theyareallhealthyandhappy.

RoriandImakeitapointthatwe

showerthem withloveeveryday.Ihave

foundmyselfinadoghouseacoupleof



timesbecausemywifefeltIam spoiling

thekidstoomuch.ApparentlyOra

knowsthatshecangetawaywith

anythingwhenIam around.Itriedto

toneitdownsothatIdon’tappearas

themoreunderstandingparentwhile

Roriappearsasthestrictone.Wemake

decisionstogetherandpunishthekids

asateam whenevertheneedarise.

Oraisnow10yearsoldandstilldaddy’s

princess.Sheisthesmartestinher

classandIam veryproudtobeher

father.Iknowsheisstillyoungbuther

academicperformancesarereally

somethingtobragabout.Hermother

andIarealwaysinvitedtotheschoolat



theendoftheyeartocollectawardson

herbehalf.Shehasconstantlyremained

atopperformerinallhergradessofar.

Shejoinedthechessteam,debating

team andspellingbeegroupandsheis

excellinginallofthem.Shenolonger

wantstobeaveterinarianbutshestill

wantstostudymedicine.Iam still

hopingshecouldchangeandendup

studyinglawbutfornowsheisallabout

becomingadoctor.

LwandleandNolwandlearenowattheir

naughtystages.Theydrivetheirmother

verycrazysometimes.Lwandleis

alwaystheringleaderofstartingup

mischiefandNolwandlecopiesfrom



him.JustlikeOra,Lileisdaddy’s

princesswhileLwandleismommy’s

baby.Isometimesfeellikeheloveshis

mothermorethanhelovesme.Hehas

hitmewithfewobjectsbeforefor

kissingmywife.IthoughtIwouldhavea

team playerinhim butIsometimesrefer

tohim asacockblocker.Wheneverhis

motherandIarecuddling,hewould

breakusoffandclingonhismother

whileIam beingkickedofftomovefar.

Wealsohaveourboys’momentsand

playsoccertogetherorpushhim ona

bikeintheyard.ButIcanonlyenjoy

suchmomentswhenhismotherisnot

around.



IngeneralIcouldsayweareavery

happyfamilyandIthankGodandthe

Zunguancestorsforprotectingusand

showeringuswithblessingsonhealth,

happiness,loveandwealth.

*******

(Thenextday)

Rorisang

Baleseng:“Thereyougo,perfect”she



sayssteppingbackwardtolookatme

properly.

Thalitha:“Wowmyfriend,youlook

ammmmazzzzzziiinggglybreathtaking”

shesaysbeingalldramatic.

Ireceivethemirrorfrom Balesengto

checkmyselfout.Wow.Shedidan

amazingjobindeed,from thehairtothe

makeup.Iloveeverything,damnIlook

likeamodel.Ioptedforamineral

makeupbecauseituseschemical-free

cosmeticsthatdonotdamagetheskin

plusIam notreallyafanofmakeup.My

dreadlockareplaitedupwardsandtied



intoaneatbuninthemiddle.Thebunis

decoratedwithdiamondlikestonesthat

form abeautifulcyclearoundthebun

andsparklewhenhitbylight.Idecided

againstavailfornoparticularreason.I

justwantmymantoseemyfacefrom

themomentIwalkintotheroom.

Baleseng:“Youarethemostbeautiful

brideIhaveeverseen”shesayswiping

hertears.

Me:“Ibetyousaythattoallthebrides

youworkwith”Isaygivinghera

beautifulsmile.



Baleseng:“NoIdon’t,trustmewhenI

saythis.Ienjoyedworkingwithyouand

workingonyou.Iam notjustsayingthis.

Yourskinisflawless,youarenaturally

beautifulandyouarenotfussy,Ihave

workedwithdifficultbridesandyou

werethemostpleasanttoworkwith”

shesaysgivingmeahug.

Balesengisthemakeupartistwhois

partoftheeventscompanywehave

hiredtoplanourwedding.Phumlasaid

hedoesn’twantmetobestressedbyall

theweddingplanningsohesourcedthis

companytodothejob.Theyarethe

bestinPolokwaneandIdon’tknow

whatstringsmyhusbandpulledtohave



them dothisjobbecausetheyare

alwaysfullybooked.

Ilookatthedoorasitopensandmy

motherwalksin.Thalithasqueezemy

handbeforegreetingmymom and

walkingoutfollowedbyBaleseng.

Mom:“Ohhbabyyoulookverybeautiful.

Zunguwillbefightingalotofmanin

thatroom beforeyoureachhim atthe

endoftheisle”shesayshuggingme.

Trustmymothertobealldramatic.I

smilebackandrollmyeyesearning

myselfapinchonmyhand.



Me:“Aouchmom.Wherearethekids”

Shesettlesonthebednexttomeand

holdmyhand.

Mom:“Theyarefine,don’tworryabout

them.Todayisallaboutyoumychild.

LookRoriyouareawomannowandI

am notgoingtogiveyoualotof

speeches.Ihavealreadydonethat

duringyourtraditionalweddingandI

wouldliketobelievethatyouheard

everythingIsaid”



Me:“IdoMma”Isaywithasmile

Mom:nodding“Good.Ijustwantto

remindyouonething.Thatthismarriage

isyoursandyourhusbandalone.You

arenotgoingtocompareitwithmy

marriageoranyoneelse’smarriagefor

thatmatter.Youaregoingtolovethat

manforwhoheislikehelovedyoufor

whoyouare.Youwillrespecthim but

youwillnotloseyourselforyourdreams.

Okay?”shesayssqueezingmyhand.

Me:“Thankyouverymuchforeverything

mom”Isaypettingmytearssothatthey

don’tfallonmyfaceandruinmy



makeup.

Mom:“Let’snotgetemotionalrightnow

mychild.Wedon’twanttomessupyour

makeup.It’stimetogobeforeyour

husbandsendsdownasearchparty

plusyourfatheriswaitingforyou

outside”

Me:“Youknowhim well”Isaylaughing.

Mymom helpsmeupandtakesoffthe

gownthatIhaveontopofmywhite

dress.Shestepsbackandsmile.Idoa



turnaroundtoshowoffandmymother

clapsherhandsproudly.

*******

Dad:“Areyouready?”hesaysgivingme

hiselbowtoholdon.

Ismileandnodbeforetakingadeep

breath.Ihearmywalkontheaislesong

comingin.ThesongiscalledLuckyby

JasonMraz.

Doyouhearme,



I'm talkingtoyou

Acrossthewateracrossthedeepblue

ocean

Undertheopensky,ohmy,babyI'm

trying

BoyIhearyouinmydreams

Ifeelyourwhisperacrossthesea

Ikeepyouwithmeinmyheart



Youmakeiteasierwhenlifegetshard

ThedoorsopensandmyfatherandI

walkinhandinhandwhenthesongis

onthispart

I'm luckyI'm inlovewithmybestfriend

LuckytohavebeenwhereIhavebeen

Luckytobecominghomeagain

(ThispartonrepeatuntilIreachmyman)



AsIwalkinwiththevoiceofJason

Mrezserenatingus.Ichoosetoignore

everyonewhoisnowstandingontheir

feet,bothonmyleftandmyright.My

focusisonmyhotZuluKingwhois

standingnexttothepriestwithhis3

kids.Theyalllookbreathtakingly

beautiful.TrustLwandletoabandonhis

father’ssideandcomerunningto

mommy.Ican’thelpbutsmile.Atleast

Lileissleepinginherfather’sarmswith

herheadrestedonhisshoulder.

ThecrowdcheersasItakemylittle

princeinmyotherhandandwalkwith

him downtheaisle.It’sabeautiful

pictureindeed,Phumlaattheendofan



aislewithhistwoprincessesandme

walkingdowntheaislewithmyfather

onmyrighthandsideandLwandleon

mylefthandside.Ifinallyreachmyman.

MyfathershakeshandswithPhumla

beforeheplacemyhandinhis.

Phumla’ssmileisjustpriceless.Thank

GodforDineowhotakesthesleeping

Lilefrom PhumlaandMyyoungerfather

whotakesLwandlefrom myfeet.

Wow,thismanwascrying.Ionlynotice

nowthatIam closetohim.

Priest:“Dearfamilyandfriend,weare

gatheredheretodaytowitnessand



celebratetheunionofPhumlaniZungu

andRorisangMokoeana.Withloveand

commitment,theydecidedtobecome

oneashusbandandwife.Todayasthey

joininmarriage,theyalsocreateanew

bondandnewsenseoffamily.Iwas

toldthatyouwouldliketosayyourown

vows”hesayslookingfrom meto

Phumlaandback.

Wenod,andheplacethemiccloseto

mesothatIcanspeakthrough.

Me:Smiling“Gwabini.Geda,Mhlehlo,

Ncwane,Manzini!”Ilookathim shocked

buthappy.



YesIhadtogooglethoseclannames

andIam gladIam gettingthereaction

thatheisgiving.Icouldalsohearhis

friendscheeringmeonasIsaytheclan

names.

Me:“Sengwayo,youcameintomylife

whenIleastexpected.Youbrokewalls

thathavebeenstandingforyearsand

replacedthem withsunshinethat

nourishedtheseedoflovewithinme.

Youpromisedmerosesanddelivera

botanicalgarden.Ihavenotalwaysbeen

themostpleasantcompaniontotravel

thisjourneywithbutyouhavealways

beenpatientwithme.Thankyoufor



findingmeworthytocarryyourseeds

andyoursurname.Iloveyouverymuch

myZuluKing,allthatIhave,allthatIam,

allthatIwilleverbeisyoursforeverand

ever”

Priest:“Beautiful.Shesaysshewillbe

hisforeverandever.Isn’tthatbeautiful”

hesaysmovingthemictoPhumla.

Phumlatakesthemicandwaitforthe

crowdcheeringandhandclappingtodie

down.

Phumla:“MyPediqueen,motherofmy

beautiful3kidsandmanymorethatyou



promisedme”

Ican’thelpbutlaugh,thismansaidhe

want11kids,justimagine.Inthisday

andagemothering11kidsjustbecause

myhusbandlovessoccerthatmuch.

Phumla:“Ourlovewaswritteninthe

starslongbeforewewereborn.Iwas

drawntoyoufrom milesaway.

Circumstancespushedmetowardsyou

byforcingmetorelocatefrom KZNto

Limpopo.From themomentIlaidmy

eyesonyouattherestaurantIwas

captivated.YoubecamethelightthatI

neededtobrightenupmylife.The



harderyoumademechaseyouthe

deeperIkeptfalling.Whenyouleftme,I

realizedyoutookapieceofmewithyou.

ApieceIcouldn’tlivewithout.Youare

mylifeRorisangMokoena.Iloveyou

morethanlifeitselfandIthankyoufor

carryingmy3kidsformeand

abandoningyoursurnametotakemine.

IpromiseyouthataslongasIam alive,

youshallneverlackanything.Iloveyou

verymuchmyPediqueen,today

tomorrowandforever”

AtthispointIwasintears.Thepriestis

takinghistimeandIwanttobeinmy

man’sarms.



Priest:“Thiswasverybeautiful.Mr

Zungupleasetakethisringandputiton

herfinger”

Phumlatakestheringandslideinonmy

fingerandIdothesame.

Priest:“Inowpronounceyouhusband

andwifeintheeyesoftheLord.You

maynowkissthebride.Phumlapulls

meinforadeepkiss.Thekissthatsays

IloveyounowandIwillloveyouforever.

ThekissthatsaysIhavearrivedwhereI

am going.It’spassionateandit’s

steamy.Heonlypulledbackbecause

thepriestkeptclearinghisthroats.



Hetakesmyhandinhisandwewalkout

oftheroom followedbyourfamilyand

friends.

**************TOBE

CONTINUED***********

[05/04,21:15] :Insert50continues

Rorisang

Baleseng:“CanIpleasestealherforfew

secondstoretouchthemakeupbefore

thepictureMrZungu”shesays

Phumla:“Butsheisperfectnjena”he



lookingatmewithaseductivesmile.

Ican’tbelieveIam marriedtothishot

sexymanwithabeautifulsmilethat’s

showsofhisdimplesandperfectwhite

teeth.

Baleseng:“Please”shesaysbegging.

Me:“Iwillbebackbeforeyouknowit

Manzini”Isayplacingasoftpackonhis

lips.

IfollowBalesengtoalittletentshehas

setupinthegardennexttowherewe



goingtohaveourpicturestaken.Weare

stillwaitingforthecamerapeopleto

finishsettingup.

Isettledownaftercoveringmyselfwith

awhiteclothtoavoidgettingmakeupon

myperfectlywhitedress.Baleseng

takesoutherbrushesandstartswith

theretouches.

Baleseng:“Wow,girlthosevowswere

justtoobeautiful.WatsebaIfound

myselfsheddingtears.OhhmyGod”she

saysalldramatic.

Me:“Thankyou”



Baleseng:“YourloveisoneinamillionI

tellyou.Phelaeveryonecanseebythe

wayyoulookateachotherthatlove

definitelyliveshere.yooolennaIwant

mymantolookatmethewaythatman

looksatyou.Waitse,heevenshedatear

whenhesawyouwalkingdowntheaisle.

Shoooo,thisisdefinitelythemost

beautifulunionIhaveeverexperienced”

IsmileandlistentoBalesengasshe

goesonandonabouthowPhumlaandI

makeabeautifulcouple,howluckyIam

andhoweverythinglooksbeautiful

includingthekids.Iam savedbyNaomi

whotellsusthatthecamerapeopleare



donesettingup.Balesengfinishesup

andImakemywaytothepicturearea.

FirstpicturesareofmeandPhumlani,

thensomewithour3kids.Then

pictureswiththeMokoenafamilyalone,

thentheZungufamilyandthenwith

bothfamiliesinonepicture.Weopted

nottohavebridesmaidsandgroom’s

mansowetookotherpictureswith

friendsandsomewithcolleagues.

Lwandle:“Mommyyoulookbeautiful

likeaprincess”hesayscuppingmyface.

Me:“ThankyoumyPrince.Youalsolook



beautifulinyoursuit”Isaybefore

kissinghisforehead.

Hegigglesandburieshisheadonmy

neck.Lwandleisindeedmommy’slittle

princeunlikeOraandLilewhoare

daddy’sgirls.

Naomi:“Roriyouneedtogochangeso

thatwecanmovetothereceptionIam

surepeoplearegettinghungrybynow”

shesayswithasmile.

Inodandreturnhersmile.Ifoundmy

motherandhandherLwandlebefore

findingZungutogoandchange.



*****

Phumlani

Me:“Yazi,IwashopingIwilltakeoffthis

dressonlywhenwegettoour

honeymoonsuit”Isaysunzippingher

weddinggown.

Rori:“Icanstillkeepiton,onlyifyoutell

mewhereyouaretakingme”

Me:Chuckling“Forgetit,it’sasurprise”I

saywhisperinginherear.



Rori:“HowdoIknowwhattopack

mara?”shesayspleadingly.

Me:“Don’tworry,yourbagsarepacked

foryoualready.Makesureyoukissyour

kidsgoodbyeandhugthem because

youwon’tbeseeingthem foraweek”

Weareinoneoftheroom webookedat

theRanchhotelwheretheweddingis

takingplace.Icouldn’tbelieveitwhenI

sawherwalkingdowntheaisleearlier,

shelookedsoperfectlikeanangel.I

watchedaseverythingwashappeningin

slowmotion,Ievenfoundmyself

sheddingtearsofjoy.Whocanblame



me,mywifelookedallshadesof

beautifulwithherwhitemermaidgown

that’sexposedhergorgeousbodyand

curves.

Itakeoffmyjacketandwaistcoatand

waitforRoriasshechangesintoa

cream whitebodyhuggingdressthatis

abovethekneesandredbottom heels.

Me:“Wowbabyareyoutryingtomake

allthosemanintherehatemetoday”I

saylickingmybottom lip.

Rori:“Hateyouwhy?”shesaysamused.



Me:“BecauseIam marriedtothemost

beautifulwoman,withabangingbody

andshehasbrains”Isayzippingher

dressfrom theback.

Rori:“Letthem hateyouManzini,

oksalayotheycanneverhavethis”she

sayspointingatherselfupanddown.

Naomi:“Sorrytodisturbbutweare

runninglate.Canyoupleasehurryup

guys,timeisnotonourside”shecalls

outontheothersideofthedoor.



Rori:“WearecomingNaomi”shesays

beforewebustedintolaughter.

OnewouldswearitsNaomi’swedding

thewayshehasbeenbossingusaround

todaywhenitcomestotimekeeping.

Peoplemustunderstandthattheycame

toourwedding.Ifwechoosetomake

them waitfor4hourstheyshouldjust

wait.Wefinallyfinishandwalktothe

reception.

********

Rorisang



PhumlaandIwaitoutsideforthe

masterofceremonytoannounceus

beforewecouldwalkin.

MC:“Ladiesandgantleman,please

standupaswewelcomeourbeautiful

coupleMrandMrsPhumlaniZungu”He

say.

ThedoorsopenandPhumlaandIwalk

insteppingtoNathi’sbeautifullive

performance.Thecrowdisuponitsfeet

clappinghandsaswedancetoQeqe.

Naomi’scompanyhasoutdone

themselveswiththedecorationofthe



venue.Everythingisverybeautifuland

elegantandIam lovingtheliveband

performancebyNathi.

WefinallysettledownandtheMcstart

withtheprogram oftheday.Welaugh

throughthespeechesandjokesthatour

friendsandfamilyontheprogram

sharedwithus.Thewordsof

encouragementsandwellwisheswe

receivedwereoverwhelming.Finallythe

program cametoanendandwehadto

bidourfamilyandfriendsgoodbyeas

wehadtoleaveforourhoneymoon.

Themostdifficultpartwasleavingmy



childrenbehindknowingthatIwillonly

seethem after7fulldays.Iam sure

goingtomissthem alotandbutIam

stillgoingtoenjoythistimeaway.

******

Phumla:“Babyyouneedtowakeupwe

areabouttoland”hesaysshakingme

softly.

Iopenmyeyesslowlyandsmileatthis

beautifulhusbandofmine.

Me:“Younevertoldmewhereweare



goingSengwayo”Isayyawning.

Phumla:“Youwillseeassoonaswe

land”

Imovetomysitandbuckleupwith

Phumlasettlingnexttome.Having

accesstoaprivatejetsuredoeshave

itsadvantages.Thedoorsareopensas

soonasthejetlands.Phumlasmiles

andtakemyhandinhisaswestepout

ofthejet.Iam greetedbyabeautiful

seabreeze.

Woman:“MrandMrsZunguwelcometo

Amankila,wehavebeenexpectingyou



andyourhoneymoonsuitehasbeen

prepared”

IsmileandnodasPhumlathanksher

anddirectthemansheiswithtoour

luggage.

Phumla:“WelcometoBalimylove”he

sayshuggingmefrom behind.

Iturnmyfacetokisshim beforewe

walkintotheresortandcheckintoour

suit.

*****



Phumlani:“Iloveyouverymymuchmy

Pediqueen”

Hesaysbeforekissingmepassionately.

Irespondhungrilytohiskiss.Ihave

beenwiththismanformorethan4

yearsnowandhiskissesalwaysleave

meyearningformore.Hemoveshis

softwarm lipstomyneckandheknows

exactlyhowthat’sdrivesmecrazy.I

lovethewayheknowshiswayaround

mybody.Heknowsexactlywhichareas

tokissandtouch.

Thehoneymoonsuiteisfilledwithmy



softmoansasourclothesareflying

acrosstheroom.Isoonfindmyself

starknakedbeforePhumlalaysme

downgentlyonthebed.Iwatchashe

stepsbacktotakealookatmeasIlay

therevulnerableandyearningforhim to

enterme.

Hetookoffhisboxesandexposedhis

hardManzinileavingmetoswallowmy

salivaashestoodtherelickinghis

bottom lipsandgazingatmynaked

bodylyingonthebed.Ithinkhewants

tomakemebegbecauseheisjust

standingtherestrokinghimself.



Me:“Sengwayoplease”Isayina

breakingvoice.

Phumla:Chuckling“Pleasewhatmy

Pediqueen”

Me:“Pleasemakelovetome”Isay

pleadingly.

Hemovesslowlytowardsthebedand

layontopofmewhileattackingmylips.

Herubshismemberonmynunawhile

hesqueezemyleftbreastwithhisother

hand.Ifeelmyselfgettingwetterand

wetter.Ifeeltoohotmybreathingis

intensified.Ifeelasmileform onhislips



ashepusheshimselfinsideofmeand

quicklypullsout.Thisgoesonforfew

secondsbeforeIlockhim inwithmy

legsassoonasheentersme.Iusemy

legstopushhim deeperandIhearhim

groan.

Heslowlystartmovinghisbodyupand

downrockingmyworld.Theroom is

filledwithmyloadmoansandhis

groans.Weswitchpositionsfewtimes

withmegettingontop,layingonthe

sideandfinallylayingonmystomach.

Webothfinallyclimaxscreamingeach

other’snamesandprophesyingour

undyingloveforoneother.



Phumla:“IloveyouMaZungu”

Me:“IloveyoumoreZungu”

InthismanIfoundafriend,anadvisor,a

pillarofstrengthandmostimportantlyI

havefoundahome.

**************THEEND************


