


BEHINDCLOSEDDOORS

EPISODE1

ThewholeschoolwassilentandonlyMr

Morapedi'sechoingheelscouldbeheardinthe

corridorashewalkedaroundholdingaverybig

sellotapedstick.Whenhewasondutynostudent

daredtoevencoughduringstudytime.Thosewho

hadcomeacrosshisbeatingtalkedabouthim

highly,oneslashonthebuttocksandyouspendthe

wholeweeknotabletositdown.

TsalapagedthroughherFoodandNutrition

textbookandtookadeepbreath.Theyhad

practicalsthatdayandshewonderedifshedidwell,

theywereonlygoingtogettheirmarksonMonday.

Shebitthebackofherpengoingthroughthe

receipeandsigjrd,atleastshedidn'tburnanything



Theclassroomdooropenedandtheschool

Headboycameinwithhisregister.Itwasnormal

forthemtowalkaroundstudytimecheckingif

everyPrefectwasonduty.Thewholeclassstarted

coughinglookingattsala.Sheshylylookedather

bookpretendingtobeconsentrating.Thedoor

openedandMrMorapedicameinthenimmediately

thewholeclassbecamequiet.Helookedaround

thenheleftfollowedbytheHeadboy.Tsalasmiled

aloneandcontinuedreading.

MeanwhileintheotherclassMrMorapediwalkedin

andwalkedstraighttoSame'sdesk,hebangedonit

andshewokeup.

Morapedi:Areyouheretostudyorsleep?

Same:Sorrysir,I..I..Iamnotfeelingwell.

Morapedi:Thenyoushouldhavewenttotheclinic.

Samekeptquiet.MrMorapedileftandshepaged



throughherbooks,shecouldn'tconsentrate,she

hadalotonhermind.

Foutyminuteslaterthesirenrangandeveryone

screamedexcitedtogohome,itwasaFridayand

nextweekMrMorapediwouldnotbeonduty.

"LonabanyanakelonabaHEletimanadijobut

theywerenotboughtbyyourparents"Oneofthe

boyssaid.Tsalalookedunderherdeskandthe

foodshesavedforMoemediwerestillthere.

Everyonelefttheclassandsheremainedpaging

throughherbooks.AfewminuteslaterSame

walkedinwithherbackpack.

Same:Hey,let'sgo!

Tsala:CanyouwaitformeforafewminutesIhave

tomeetMox.

Same:Iamnotfeelingwell,canIgohome?

Tsala:What'swrong?



Sametookadeepbreathandthoughtofopeningup

toherbestfriend.

Tsala:What?

Same:Youcan'ttellanyone,notevenyourMum!

Tsalastoodup.

Tsala:Whatisit?

Same:Promiseme.

Tsala:Ipromise!

Same:TheotherdaywhenIwasbathing,I..I..

MoxcameinandSamestoppedtalking.Mox

smiledatSameandheldTsala'shand.



Same:Wewilltalklater.

Tsala:Youaregoing?

Same:Yes.

Tsala:Okay!

Sameleft,TsalasmiledandlookedatMox.

Tsala:Kanteit'salwaysyoucomingtoourclass

duringstudy?

ShasaidsittingdownandMoxpulledachairand

satinfrontofherdesk.

Mox:IalwaysmakesureIcomethissideakereI

alwayswanttoseeyou.

Tsala:Hahaha!

"Sureswaar"Oneoftheclassmatessaidandboth



heandTsalalaughed.Tsalatookoutalunchbox

fromunderherdeskandgaveMox.

Tsala:Weweredoingpracticalstoday.

Heopenedthelunchboxandeverythingsmeltreally

nicethoughhedidn'tknowwhathewaseating.

Tsala:It'slasagna,someroastedcauliflowerlentil

salad,steamedbroccoli,grilledchicken,thisis

salsaandGreekturkeywraps,fordessertImade

Applepie.

Mox:(Mouthfull)Youmadeallofthis?

Tsala:NowesharedbutImadetheapplepieand

thelasagna.

Mox:Mmmhdelicious.

Tsala:Youthink?

Mox:Serious,howmuchdidyouget?



Tsala:WearegettingthemarksonMonday.

Mox:It'sdelicious,IgiveyouA+

Tsala:Hahaha!

Moxclosedthelunchboxandputitinhisbag.

Mox:IwillbringitonMonday.

Tsala:Okay!

Mox:Havetogotostudygroup,Iwillseeyouon

Monday.

Tsala:Shapo!

Moxlookedaroundbeforeheleanedoverand

plantedawarmkissonherlips.

MrMorapedi:Thisisschoolnottheboldandthe

beautiful,followme.



Moxquicklysteppedback.

Mox:Sir!

MrMorapedi:Ebileitsyou,Headboyyoushould

leadbyexampleinsteadyouarebusyromancing

girlsafterschool.

Mox:SirpleaseIambeggingyou,she..

HelookedatTsalaandtearswererunningdownher

cheeks.Ifwordgotoutthatshewasfoundbya

teacherkissingaboyshewasgoingtogetin

trouble.

Mox:Sirplease,punishushere.PunishmeIamthe

onewhokissedher,pleasesir.

MrMorapedi:Followme!

Mox:SirPlease!

MrMorapedi:Younggirlwadipa,doyouwantme

tocallyourparents?



TsalaputherbooksinherbagandtheyfollowedMr

Morapeditothestuffroom.

AtSame'shouse

Shethrewherbagdownandsatonthesofa.The

housewasquietobviouslytherewasnoonehome.

Justasshewenttothebedroomsheheardacar

parkoutside,shelookedoutthroughthewindowit

washermotherandherStepfather."Same,Lebo,

Mphoentle"hermothercalledout.

Ditshego:Same,Lebo,elegorewhereiseveryone?

SheopenedthebedroomdoorandSamequickly

hidherbreastsasshewaschangingintoherhome

clothes.



Ditshego:Elegoreyoudidn'thearmecallingyou?

Same:Iamcoming.

Sheclosedthedooronherwayout,Samefinished

gettingdressedandwentoutsidewherehermother

wasoffloadingthegroceriesfromthecar.She

helpedhermothertakeeverythingtothehouse.

Ditshego:Gorilengareyouokay?

Same:Yeswhy?

Ditshego:Youdon'tlookokay.

Same:Iamfinejustaheadache.

Shesaidgoingtotheirbedroom,shelaiddownon

thebedandclosedhereyesbeforeshetookadeep

breath.

MeanwhileOutside



Ditshegogaveherboyfriendaglassofcolddrink

andsatnexttohim.

Ditshego:Whatdoyoufeellikeeating?

Sechaba:Anything,youarecooking?

Ditshego:YesIthink..

Sechaba:Whycan'tSamecook,Honeythesegirls

areoldenoughtocookandhelparoundthehouse,

youcan'tbedoingeverythingaloneallthetime,you

needtorest.

Ditshegosmiled.

Ditshego:IlovehowyoucareaboutmebutSamea

reshehasaheadache,letherrestshewillcook

tomorrow.

Sechaba:Okay!



Ditshego:EbileIforgot,letmetakeMmaSelwana's

moneybackIborrowedtwentypulafromherthe

otherday.

Shestoodupandwentinsidethehousetogetthe

moneythensheleft.Sechabalookedatherasshe

wenttothenextdoorneighbour's.Hestoodupand

wentinsidethehousewhereSamewassleeping.

Helockedthedoorbehindhim.

Sechaba:Gatweyouaresick?

Samequicklyjumpedoffbedandlookedaround.

Shewasscaredandbreathingheavily.

Same:IfyoutouchmeagainIamgoingtoscream.

Sechaba:Butyoudidn'tscreamthefirsttime,you

wantedmeasmuchasIwantedyouadmitit.



Sameswallowedhardandtearsrandownher

cheeks.

Sechaba:YouknowIamnotlying.

Same:Ididn'twantto,youforcedyourselfonme.

Sechaba:Oh,ifIdidthenwhyhaven'tyoutoldyour

mother?Iwilltellheryouseducedmeandweboth

knowwhosheisgoingtobelieve.Itakecareofall

ofyou,youthinkshewillreportamanwhotakes

careofherandherchildren?

Samewipedhertears.

Sechaba:Nowwipethosetears,ifyoudaresay

anythingtoanyoneIwillki**allofyou.

Heopenedthedoorandwentoutsidebumpinginto

Ditshego.



Sechaba:Ijustwantedtomakesureshereallyis

sick,IwasachildonceandIknowallthetricksin

thebooktogetoutofperforminghouseholdchores.

Theybothlaughedandwenttothekitchenwhere

Ditshegostartedcooking.

MeanwhileTsalawalkedslowlygoingtoherhouse.

Shepausedwalkingforafewsecondsthen

continued,whenshefinallyarrivedhomehershoes

weredustyfromthegravel.

Mother:Ihavebeenlookingatyouwalkinghome

slowlylikeyoudon'twanttocomehere.

Tsala:Dumelang!

Mother:Howareyou?

Shelookedatherdaughter'seyesandtheywerered.



Mother:Tsala!

Tsala:Iamgoingtolaydown.

Mother:Whathappened?

Shefollowedhertothehouse,Tsalalaidonthebed

onherstomach.

Mother:Areyousick?

Tsala:(Crying)MrMorapedibeatme.

HerMotherpulledupherskirtandpulleddownher

pantyalittleandtherewereredmarksonherbutt.

Tsala:Elegore..Eish!

Shewenttogetvixandstartedapplyingitonher

butt.



Mother:Whatdidyoudo?

Tsala:Iwascoughingduringstudy.

Mother:Andhebeatyoulikethis?Iamtaking

photosandIwill..

Tsala:NoMama..Nodon'tdoanythingplease.

Mother:Nobonahelayourbuttocksarealmost

purple,kanatheseteachersbringtheirproblemsto

work,nnanooneisgoingtobeatmychildlikethis

justbecauseshecoughed,keenghewantedyouto..

Tsala:Mamaplease..Itsfine.

Mother:Noitsnot,Iamgoingtogetmyphoneand

getphotos,theseteachers..

Shestoodupgoingoutsidetogetherphoneand

Tsalaquicklywenttolockheroutside.

Mother:Yameopenthisdoor.



Shewenttolaydownonthebedandfrownedas

thevixstartedworkingonherwounds.

Thesamedaylaterthatnight.

Ditshegomadesureallthedoorswerelockedand

allwindowswereclosed.

Ditshego:Iamgoingtobed,don'tstayuplate.

Mphoentle:OkayMama!

Samealsostoodupandwenttotheirroomleaving

thedooropenforherlittlesisters.Shelookedupat

theceilingandsighed,shehadnevermissedher

fatherlikeshedidthatday.Sherememberedhow

happytheyusedtobewhentheirfatherwasalive,

hetravelledalotandwhenhecamebackhealways

broughtthemnewclothesandgoodies.Tearsran

downthesidesofhereyes,atleastifitwasher

motherwhohaddiedsheknewastepmother



wouldneversexualyabusethem.Aboutthirty

minuteslatersheheardthemasterbedroomdoor

openthensheheardSechabatalkingtothekids.As

shewasabouttoclosethedoorhepusheditand

gotinsidethebedroom.

Same:I..

Sechabalockedthedoorandpushedheronthebed.

Sechaba:Youknowwhatwillhappenifyouscream

akere.

Hesaidpullingdownherpyjamapantsand

forcefullyopenedherlegs.

Same:PleaseI..

Sechaba:Youwantoneofyourlittlesisterstotake

yourplacefortonight?



Samerelaxedherlegsandcoveredhermouth

cryingashehadhiswaywithher.

**

**
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TheFollowingMorning

Tsalawalkedintothekitchenwherehermotherwas

cookingfatcakesandherfatherwassittingbythe

dinningtablehavinghisbreakfast.



Tsala:Dumelang!

"Antsejangmarago?"(Howarethebuttocks)"her

olderbrotheraskedwalkinginandeveryone

laughed.Tsalaclickedhertongueandwenttosit

down.

Mother:Idon'tknowwhyyoudon'twantmetogo

seethatteacher.

Tsala:(Panicked)NoMama!

Mother:Howareyoufeeling?

Tsala:Iamfine.

Hermothermadeherteaandshestartedeating.

Tsala:CanIcallSame?

Mother:Samestaysfiveyardsfromhere,what'sso



importantyouhavetocallher?

Shesaidgivingherphone,Tsalastoodupandwent

outsidedialingMox'snumber.

Mox:Hello!

Tsala:Hello!

Mox:Hey,howareyou?

Tsala:Iamfine,wena?

Mox:IamsorryIgotyouintotroubleyesterday,I

shouldn'thavekissedyou.

Tsala:It'sfine.

Mox:Noitsnot,howareyou?

Tsala:ThepainisstilltherebutIcansit,MondayI

willbeokay.

Mox:Okay,sorry!

Tsala:Hahaitsfineijustwantedtocheckhowyou

are.



Mox:Iamfine,renalestudygroupkatwomaybe

wecanmeetafter?

Tsala:No,whatifanotherteacherseesus.

Mox:Yeah,IguesskeMondayhela!

Tsala:Yeah,shapoIwillcallyoutonight.

Mox:Shapo!

Shehungupandwentbackinsidethehouse.

AtSame'shouse

EveryoneexceptforSamesatoutsidehavingtheir

breakfast.

Sechaba:Sameisstillnotfeelingwell?

Ditshego:Arialo!

Sechaba:MphogotellhertogetreadyIwilltake

hertothehospital.



Mphoentle:Eerra!

SheraninsidethehouseandtoldSametogetready.

Ditshego:Thankyou!

Sechaba:Forwhat?

Ditshego:Foreverything.I..

Sechaba:Mmmhmmmhdon'tthankme,theseare

mykidstoo.Idon'tseeanydifferencebetween

themandboPretty.Youdon'thavetothankme

EverytimeIdosomethingforthem.

Ditshegosmiledandsippedonhertea.Shefound

herselflookingatSechaba,howdidshegetso

lucky?Threeyearsagoafterherbabydaddypassed

awayshehadlostallhope,shedidn'tknowhowshe

wasgoingtotakecareofhergirlsandnowhereshe

was,withaluckymanwhonotonlylovedherbut

lovedherkidstooandtookcareofthemlikehis

own.Ifshehadtocountherblessingsshewould



havetocounthimthreetimes.

Mphocameoutsideandsatdownfinishingher

breakfast.

Ditshego:Didyoutellyoursistertogetready?

Mpho:Yes!

Ditshegostoodupandwentinsidethehouse.She

knockedonthekidsbedroomdoorwhereSame

wasstillsleeping.Shesatontheedgeofthebed

andshookher.

Ditshego:Same!Same!

ShepulledtheblanketandSamewascrying.

Ditshego:What'sgoingon?Whyareyoucrying?



Same:ImissPapa!

Ditshego:BathongSame!

Shecheckedhertemperaturewiththebackofher

hand.

Ditshego:Yourtemperatureisfine,warewhat's

wrong?

Same:CanIgostaywithRangwaneplease,hesaid..

Ditshego:No!

Same:Mamaplease,Rangwanesaidifwe..

Ditshego:(Snapped)Isaidno..

Shestoodup.

Ditshego:Whydoyousuddenlywanttogostay

withyourUncle?

Same:Because..



SechabacameinandSamekeptquiet.

Sechaba:Iamabouttoleave.

Ditshego:Sheiscoming.

Heleftthedoorclosedandstoodoutside

eavesdropping.

Ditshego:IknowyourUnclesaidyoucangostay

withthembutbelievemetheydidn'tmeanit.Those

peopledon'tcareaboutyou,rememberhowthey

chasedusoutofyourfather'shome?Doyou

remembergorewehadnowheretogoifitwasn'tfor

thatmanoutside,ifitwasn'tforSechabaIdon't

knowwherewewouldbetoday.Itwouldhurthimto

hearyousayyouwanttogostaywithyourUncle

whileheisdoingsomuchforus.



Samewipedhertears.

Ditshego:Legonewhydoyousuddenlywanttogo

staywithyourUncle?

Same:Because..

Shesawabigshadowbythedoor.

Same:MaybeIwon'tmissPapaalotifIsee

Rangwanebecausetheylookalike.

Ditshegosmiledandhuggedherdaughter.

Ditshego:Getdressedandcomehavebreakfast,let

metellSechabatoleaveIwillbuyyouheadache

pillsatthetuckshop.

Sameknodherhead.



AtTsala'shouse

Shelookedattheredmarksonherbuttandsighed

asshetracedherfingersonthemthensheputon

herdressandwentoutside.

Tsala:MamaIamgoingovertoSame'shouse.

Mother:Okayyoucango,comebackintimebefore

yourfathergetsback.

Tsala:Okay!

SheputonherflipflopsandwalkedovertoSame's

house.Sechabawavedatherashedroveout.She

greetedDitshegoandsatdown.

Ditshego:Yourfriendisstillbathing.

Tsala:Eemma!



Ditshego:Ihopeyouguysarestudying,nextyear

youwillbedoingformfive,it'sbettertostartas

earlyasnowthanlate.

Tsala:Eemma!

Ditshego:Good.

Tsalachangedsidesandsatonherhip.Few

minuteslaterSamecameoutandDitshego

excusedherselfgoinginsidethehouse.

Tsala:Hey!

Same:Hey!

Shestoodupandlookedaround.

Tsala:MrMorapedicaughtusyesterday.Ican't

seat.

Same:What?



Tsala:IfmyparentshearthatIwascaughtkissing

aboyatschooltheyaregoingtokillme.

Same:Hahaisitbadlikeeveryonesays?

Tsala:MmaIcan'tseatfortwominuteswithout

changingsides.

Same:Heee!Letmesee.

TheywentinsidethepitlatrinetogetherandTsala

showedherthestickmarks.

Same:Heee!Theyaresobad,sorry!

Tsala:Ihatethatman.

Same:Sorry!Elegorewhatwereyoudoing?

Tsalasmiledshyly.

Tsala:Hebabykissedme.Itwasjustasimplekiss,

boMorapedikegorehelabaphapha.Areheis



goingtostudykoBuistnextyearsoI..

Shelookedatherfriendandhermindwasmiles

away.

Tsala:Same!

Same:(Lookedather)Huh?

Tsala:Youwerenotlisteningtome.

Same:Sorry!Youweresaying?

Tsala:KareMoxareheisgoingtostudytoBuist

nextyearandIcanalwaysvisitifIwantto,Idon't

knowhowIamgoingtodoitbecausemyfather

wouldneverallowit.

Same:Yes!

Tsala:Kantewhat'swrong?Talktomeebileyou

wereabouttotellmesomethingyesterday.

Theygotoutofthetoilet.Samesatdownonthe



stoopandsighed.

Tsala:WhatIsit?

Same:Nothing!

Tsala:Iknowit'snotnothing,tellme.

Same:Butyouhavetopromisethatyouwon'ttell

anyone.

Tsala:Ipromise.

Same:Mystepfatherrap**me.

Tsala:What?

Same:Youcan'ttellanyonepromiseme.

Tsala:Same!

Same:Promisemeyouwon'tsayanythingYame,

promiseme.

Tsalabitherlowerlip,howdoesshekeepquiet

aboutsuchahugematter?Tearsrolleddownher

cheeks.



Tsala:Youhavetotellyourmother!

Same:(Crying)Ican't,hetakescareofallofus,if

hegoestojailthenwewon'thaveanywheretostay.

Tsala:Iamsorry!

Same:Promisemeyouwon'tsayanything.

Tsalaknodherhead.

Tsala:Butwhatifyoufallpregnant?

Same:(Raisedhershoulders)..

Tsala:Youhavetobuypills.

Same:Idon'thavemoney.

Tsala:Icanaskfrommymum.

Same:Youpromisedyouwon'ttellanyoneTsalaI

swearifyoutellyourmum..

Tsala:Iwon'tsayanythingaboutyou,I..Iwillsee

whattotellherbutIpromiseIwon'tsayanything



aboutyou.

Samehuggedher.Tsalahuggedherbacktightly

andtheywipedeachother'stears.

LaterthatEvening

Tsalacircledtheforkinherplateandsighed,she

sippedonherdrinkandpushedtheplateback.

Mother:Areyouokay?

Tsala:Yes!

Mother:Noyouarenot,what'swrong?

Tsala:IamfinejustthatIamnothungry.

Mother:It'sthosethingsyoueat,whatarethey

calledagain?

Father:Dibonzi!Ialwaystellhergorethosethings

arenotgood.



Tsala:CanIgolaydown?

Mother:OkayIwillcheckuponyouinafew

minutes.

Shestoodupgoingtoherbedroomthatwasnextto

herparentsbedroom,shesneakedinside,gother

father'swalletthatwasonthetableandtookout

twentypula.Shedidn'tknowhowmuchtheywould

costsosheputitbackandtookoutfiftypulathen

shewenttoherbedroom.

WhatSametoldherthatdaywasweightingher

down.Thepainshesawinherfriend'seyesreally

hurther.Shelaidherheadonthepillowand

struggledtofallasleepuntilmorning.

ThefollowingMorning

Samehungherschooluniformonthelinewhen

Tsalacameby.Shepulledherasideandshowed



herthefiftypulanote.

Same:Thankyou.Whatdidyousaytoyourmum?

Tsala:IstoleitfrommydadIknewMamawas

goingtoaskalotofquestions.

Same:Thanks,letmefinishherethenwego.

Tsala:Youwillgoinandbuyakere,nnaIcan't

everyoneknowsmyfather.

Same:Okay!

Insidethehouse

DitshegowipedherhandsandlookedatSechaba.

Sechaba:Totaitdoesn'tsitwellwithmethateven

afterthreeyearsthekidsstillcallmeSechaba,they

shouldseemeastheirfather.



Ditshegokeptquiet.

Sechaba:Unlessifyouarefinewithit,kana

gongwe..

Ditshego:IcannotforcethekidstocallyouPapa

justlikeIcan'tforceyourkidstocallmeMama.

TherewasamantheycalledPapaand..

Sechaba:OhIamnottheirfatherbecauseI.

Ditshego:Letmefinishtalking.Givethentime,

whenthetimeisrighttheywillcallyouPapa.

Sechabakeptquiet.Samecameinandlookedat

hermother.

Same:Mamacanwepleasegotothemall,I..

Sechaba:Sundaysareforreading,whatareyou

goingtodoatthemall?



Samelookedathimthenbackathermother.

Same:Justforthirtyminuteshela,pleaseke

tsamayaleTsalasheisgoingtobuy..Cabbage!

Ditshego:Justthirtyminutes,if..

Sameexcitedlywenttochangeclothes.

Sechaba:Itellhernottogowenayoutellhertogo,

IsitbecauseIamnottheirfather?

Ditshego:Themallisfiveminuteswalkfromhere,

gapeIwanthertobuymorevegetables.

Sechaba:HowwillthekidsrespectmeifItellthem

noandyousayyes.

Ditshego:Ao,sheisgoingtothemall,Iamnot

allowinghertogotothebar.

ShewalkedpastSechabaandwenttogetmoney



fromherpurse.

Ditshego:Here,buyuscabbageandsome

tomatoes.

Tsala:Eemma.

Samecamechangedinadressandtheyleft.

Tsala:Youshouldtellyourmother,ifyoudon'theis

goingtokeepra...imeanharassingyou,hemight

evendoittoyourlittlesisters.

Same:Youthinkmymumwillbelieveme?

Tsala:Yes,sheisanicepersonand..

Same:Shewon't,canwejustdropeverything,can

wenottalkaboutitanymore.

Tsala:Okay!

Theywalkedsilentlytothemallandstoodinfront



oftheParmacy.Theylookedateachother.

Tsala:GoinmyAuntworksinthere!

Same:WhatdoIsay?

Tsala:Justsayyouwantdipilisitsaprevention.

Samewalkedinthenfewminuteslatershecame

out.

Tsala:And?

SheshowedthemtoTsalaandtheyleft.Meanwhile

InsideTsala'sAuntshookherhead."Ourkidsare

thebadones,thePastor'schildthatourchildrenare

alwaysgivenexamplebyisbuyingpreventionpills"

sheclappedherhands.

TsalagaveSamethecabbageandwalkedtoher



house,Samewentinsidetheyardwiththepillsin

herpocketandwentstraighttothekitchenwhere

sheputthevegetables.

Sechaba:Whydidyourfriendlookatmeweird?

Sameswallowedhardandsteppedback.

Sechaba:Ihopeyouhaven'tsaidanythingtoher.

Same:Ididn'tsayanythingtoher.

Sechaba:Good!Becauseifyousayanythingto

anyoneIwillkillallofyou.Youwillreunitewithyour

fatherthatyoumisssomuch.

Heturnedaroundandleft.Samewipedhertears

thenshewenttothebathroomtowashherface.

"Same,Same"hermothercalledintheirbedroom.



Same:Maah!

Ditshegoclosedthedoorandthrewthepacketof

sanitarypadsather.

Ditshego:Whyaretheynotused?

AtTsala'shouse

ShelookedatherMother,sheknewshecouldtrust

her.

Tsala:MamaIhavetotellyousomethingbutyou

can'ttellanyone

HerMotherputtheBibledownandlookedather.

Mother:Whatisit?



Tsala:Promiseyouwon'ttellanyonefirst.

Mother:IamsorryIcan'tdothatkesaitsewhat

youareabouttotellme.WhatifIhavetotellyour

father?

Tsala:Nevermind.

Mother:Tsala!

Tsala:It'snothing.

Mother:OkayfineIpromiseIwon'ttellanyone.I

promise.

Shelookedaroundandtookadeepbreath.

Tsala:Same'sstepFatherrapesher!

**

**



**
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Mother:OkayfineIpromiseIwon'ttellanyone.I

promise.

Shelookedaroundandtookadeepbreath.

Tsala:Same'sstepFatherrapesher!

Mother:What?

Tsala:Yeahandsheisscaredtotellhermother

becauseifSechabakicksthemouttheywon'thave

anywheretogothat'swhyyoucan'ttellanyone,

promiseme.

Hermotherkeptquiet.



Tsala:Mama!

Mother:TsalaIcan'tpromisetokeepquietabout

this,IwillbefailingSame.

Tsala:Mamaplease!

Mother:IamsorryngwanakeIcan't.Howlonghas

thisbeengoingon?

Tsala:Mamayouwillgetherintrouble.

Mother:Iwon'ttellhermotherbutIwillhaveto

reportthis.

Tsala:(Crying)Butyoupromisedyouwon'tsay

anythingMama!

Mother:Iamsorryngwanaka,howdoIgotosleep

knowingwhatyourfriendisgoingthroughand

choosingtokeepquiet,whatifitwasmychild,I

wouldn'twantMmaTsametokeepquiet.

Tsalarubbedhertears,sheknewitwasabadidea

tellinghermother,nowshewasgoingtogether



friendintrouble.

AtSame'shouse

Shetookoutapacketofsanitarypadstheywere

givenatschoolandshowedhermother.Ditshego

sighedrelieved.

Ditshego:Ehe,Iwasscared,kanayoucannever

know.

SamelookedatherMotheraskingherself,canshe

trustherenoughtotellherwhatshegoesthrough

inthehandsofherboyfriend?

Ditshego:Didyoubuythevegetables?

Same:Yes.

Ditshego:OkayI..



Same:Ihavetoaskyousomething.

Ditshegolookedather.

Same:OurGuidanceteacheraskeduswhatwe

wanttobewhenwegrowupandIsaidasocial

worker.

Ditshegosatonthebedinterestedinwhather

daughterhadtosay.

Same:SosheaskedmegoreifIwasaparentand

mychildtoldmethatheorshewasbeingmolested

wouldIreportmyhusband.

Ditshego:Yes!Yes!

Same:Really?

Ditshego:Yesbecauseafterthatchildthereis

goingtobemorekidshedoesthattoandobviously

one'shealreadymolested.



TearsrandownSame'scheeksandshefelt

somethingpainfulstuckonherthroat.Shewanted

totellherMotherthenshethoughtabouthowthey

hadnowheretogo,shethoughtaboutthefew

monthsaftertheirfather'sdeath,theystayedwith

relativesandsometimessleptonanempty

stomach.Shewipedhertears.

Same:OkayIwillgivethatanswer.

Ditshego:Good,comehelpmecook.

SheleftandSamesatonthebed,shetouchedher

chest,herheartwasheavyandpainful.

Thefollowingmorning

"Iamgoingsideyayourschoolyouwantalift?"

SechabaaskedSameandshekeptquietlikeshe



didn'thearhim.

Ditshego:Sameyourfatheristalkingtoyou.

Same:Ehe,Ididn'thearhim.

Shegrabbedherhandbagandleftcatchingupwith

Tsala.

Same:Hey!

Tsala:Hey!

Shecouldn'tfaceherfriendafterbetrayinghertrust

Same:Areyouokay?

Tsala:Yeswhy?

Same:Youdon'tlookfine.

Tsala:Did,didhe..Didhedoitagainlastnight?



Sameshookherhead.

Same:No!

Tsala:Oh,didyoutakethepills?

Same:YesIstartedthismorning.

Tsala:Whatifhedoesn'tstop,youhavetotell

someone.

Samekeptquiet.

Tsala:Same!

Same:Idon'twanttotalkaboutitdoyouhearme?

Tsala:Sorry!

Theywalkedtoschoolinsilence."Iwillcatchup

withyou!"TsalasaidslackingbehindforMoxwho

wascomingbehindthem.



Mox:Hey!

Tsala:Hi!

Hetookherbagfromherandhewalkedhertoher

class.

Tsala:Thanks!

Mox:Howareyoufeeling?

Tsala:Keshapo.Wena?

Mox:Iamfinewhenyouare.

Tsalasmiledandopenedherlocker.

Mox:Mybrotherisgoinglebathobachessto

Francistownthisweekend,Iwillbehomealone.



Tsalaclosedthelockerandclearedherthroat.

Mox:Youcancomeoverakereforamovieand..

Tsala:Ican't.

Mox:Justamovie,Ididn'tsaycomehaves**.

Tsalaletoutafadesmile.

Tsala:Justmovies?

Mox:Ipromise.Youcancomeoverforjusttwo

hourshela.

Tsala:OkayIwillseewhattodo.

Mox:Iloveyou.

Tsala:Iloveyoutoo.

Hewinkedatherandwenttoclass,Sametookher

firstperiodsbooksandwenttoherclass.



LaterthatAfternoon

Ditshegospokealonewhileshecleanedthegirls

bedroomtakingoutplasticsunderthebedand

sweetswrapps.Someoneknockedatthedoor.

Ditshego:Iamcoming.

Shedustedherhandsandwentoutside."Mmagwe

Tumi"shegreetedTsala'sMother.

Ditshego:Haveyoubeenknockingforlong?

Mother:No!

Ditshego:Iwascleaningthegirlsbedroom,motho

waModimoIstaywithpigs.

TheybothlaughedthenDitshegotookplasticchairs



andtheysatunderthetree.

Mother:Leteng?

Ditshego:Reteng!

Therewassilenceforafewseconds.MmaTumi

clearedherthroat.

Mother:IwishIcamehereunderdifferent

circumstances.

Ditshegolookedatherandsatproperlyonthechair.

Mother:Ihavebeensworntosecrecybutthisisnot

somethingIcankeepasecret.YesterdayTsalatold

mesomethingthatkeptmeupallnight.

Ditshego:Youarescaringme.

Mother:ShetoldmethatSametoldhershewas



beingmolested.

Ditshego:What?

Mother:BySechaba!

Ditshegokeptquiet.

Mother:AndthatSameisscaredtotellyou

becauseyouhavenowheretogoifSechabakicks

youout.

Ditshegocoveredherfacewithherhandcrying.

Mother:MmaSame!

Ditshego:Howlonghasthisbeengoingon?

Mother:Shedidn'ttellmebutIthinkit'ssomething

thatisstillgoingon.

Ditshegowipedhertearsandlookedup,tearswere



stillrollingdownhercheeks.

Ditshego:ThankyoufortellingmeIwilltakecareof

this.

Mother:Don'tblameyourself,itisnotyourfault.

Ditshego:It'shardbeingasinglemothertogirls,

youdon'tknowifyoubringafatheroramonsterin

frontofthem.

MmaTumistoodupandhuggedher.Ditshego

wipedhertearsandpulledback.

Ditshego:Thankyousomuchfortellingme.

Mother:IamamotherandIcouldn'tkeepthesecret.

Ditshego:Thankyou!IwilltalktoSame,Iwon't

mentionthatyoutoldme,lewenadon'ttellTsala

thatyoutoldme.



Shewalkedhertothegatethenshewentinsidethe

houseandlockedherselfinthebathroomcrying.

AlittlelaterthatEveningjustafterfive.

Tsala:IwilltellmymumthatIamgoingoverat

yourhouseafterschoolkantekechekaMox.

Same:Okay!

Tsala:Itwillbethefirsttimewemeetoutside

school.Keyagomosunagorehaha!

Sameletoutafadesmilelookingatherhouse,she

didn'tknowwhattoexpectthatday.Theysaid

goodbyeandsheslowlyopenedthegate,Sechaba's

carwasparkedbythegateandshecouldhearhim

laughinginsidethehouse.Shewalkedinandwent

straighttoherbedroom.Ditshegokepthercooland

continuedeating.



Samecameoutoftheroomandrightthatmoment

sherealisedjusthowunhappyherdaughterwas,

shelookedthinandtheleggingsshewaswearing

didn'tlooklikeleggingsanymore.

Ditshego:Yourfoodisinthemicrowave.

Same:Thanks!

DitshegolookedatSechabaandswallowedhard.

Ditshego:Youwantdrink?

Sechaba:Samewillgetitforme.

Ditshegostoodupandwenttogetit.

Laterthatnight..

PretendingtobeasleepDitshegowatchedas



Sechabagotoutofbedthensheheardhimopen

thegirlsbedroomdoor.Herheartbeatfastandloud

knowingwhathewasgoingtodotoherlittlegirl.

Sheheardthedoorclosethensheheardthe

bathroomdooropenthat'swhenshegotoutofbed

andswitchedonthelights.Sheslowlyopenedthe

kidsbedroomdoorandSamewasnotinherbed.

Sheswallowedhard,Shetriedtoopenthebathroom

doorandSechabapusheditfrominside.

Sechaba:Iaminside.

Ditshego:Ehe,Iwaswonderingwhereyouwere

whenIdidn'tfindyouinbed.

Sechaba:I..I..

Heflushedthetoiletandsteppedoutclosingthe

door.Ditshegoknewherdaughterwasstillinthe

toilet,shelookedatSechabaandhewasstillthe

samemanshefellinlovewith.Sheblamedherself

forbringingsuchamonsterinfrontofherkids.

TheywenttothebedroomandDitshegogotinto



bed,shelistenedattentively,aboutfiveminutes

latersheheardthebathroomdooropenandthen

thegirlsbedroomdooropenedandclosed.

Thefollowingmorning

AllthekidshadleftforSchoolalready,Ditshego

pouredthewholetwolitresofcookingoilinthepot

andputonthestove,shewaitedfiveminutesfor

theoilandlefttheheaton,shewentintothe

bedroomwhereSechabawasgettingreadyforwork.

Sechaba:What?

Ditshego:Howlong?

Sechaba:Howlongwhat?

Helookedather.



Ditshego:Howlonghaveyoubeenmolestingmy

daughter?

Sechaba:What?

Ditshego:Howlonghaveyoubeenmolestingmy

daughterdammit?

Sechaba:Maybesheistheonewhohasbeen

molestingme.

Ditshegowipedhertears,themanwassmilingand

laughing.

Sechaba:Everthoughtaboutitthatway?

Ditshegocoveredherfacecrying.

Ditshego:Howcouldyou?Sheissixteen,sheisa

child.

Sechaba:Osuresheisachildbecauseshesure



knowsherthing.

Ditshegojumpedonhimandscratchedhisface,he

threwheragainstthebedandpunchedherface.

Sechaba:Youarefightingme?

Ditshego:Thatismydaughter,you..

Heputhishandonherneckchokingher.

Sechaba:Goreportmethen.Youarenothing

withoutme,youhavenothing,theseclothesyouare

wearingaremymoney,thosekidsclothes,this

house,allbelongstome,goreportmeandgoback

tobeingyourrelativesslaves.

Heletgoofherandfacedthemirrorfixinghistie,

Ditshegogotoffbedandwenttogetthepotfullof

boilingoil.



Ditshego:Ifyousurviveyouwillnevermolest

anyone'schildeveragain.

Shepouredhimtheoilonthestomach,Sechaba

screamedlikehewasbeingelectrifiedandfell

down.

**

**
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Shepouredhimtheoilonthestomach,Sechaba



screamedlikehewasbeingelectrifiedandfell

down.

Thesamedaylaterthatafternoon

Mphoentlethrewherbackpackonthesofaand

wenttothebedroomtochange.

Mpho:Mama!

Shecalledout.

Mpho:Mama?

Shetriedtheirbedroomlockanditwaslockedfrom

inside.

Mpho:Mama!



Shesaidgoingtothekitchen."Mama"Shecalled

goingoutsidethenshewentbackinside.Ditshego

closedthedoorbehindherandlookedather

daughter.

Mpho:Elegoredidn'tyouhearmecallingyou?

Ditshego:Iwassleeping.

Mpho:Ehe,Iambackfromschool.

Ditshego:Okay!

Shelockedthebedroomdoorandsatonthesofa

asherdaughtertoldheraboutherdayatschool.

Shelaterwenttothekitchentohavesomethingto

eat.

Ditshego:Iamgoingtobeinthebedroom,callme

ifyouneedanything.

Mpho:CanIgoplayatSethunya'sHouseplease.



Ditshego:Okay,don'tplayuntilitsdark.

Mpholeftandshewentbackinthebedroomwhere

Sechabawasstilllayingdownonthefloorcovered

inoilunabletobreath.

Sechaba:(Whispered)Ican'tbreathe!

Ditshegosatontheplasticchairandlookedathim.

Ditshego:Okadidiratsohlebutnotmykids,notmy

daughters.Itrustedyouwiththembutwenawhat

doyoudo?(Crying)Youthinkjustbecauseyoufeed

usandprovidedshelterthenIshouldletyouhurt

mykids,Iwouldrathersleepoutsideinacoldrainy

daythanallowanyonetomistreatmychildallinthe

nameofloveorfoodorshelter.

Sechababreathedoutcontinuouslylikehewas



loosinghisbreath."Pleasetakemetothehospital"

hepleadedwithherbutsheignoredhim,she

swallowedhardandfoldedherarms.

LaterthatEvening

SametookadeepbreathwalkingpastSechaba's

carandwenttothehouse."Mama"shecalledout.

Thebedroomdooropenedandshesteppedback

thinkingitwasSechaba.

Ditshego:Youareback?

Same:Yes!

Ditshego:Okay!

Shewenttothekitchenandtherewasnofood.

Ditshego:Makesomethingforyouandyoursisters



nnaIamnothungry.

Same:Okay!

Ditshego:Same!

ShelookedatherMother.

Ditshego:Ifsomethingwasbotheringyouyou

wouldtellmeakere?

Sheknodherhead,Ditshegolookedatthepainin

herDaughter'seyes.

Ditshego:Don'tdishforSechabahewentforatrip.

ShelookedasSameformedalittlesmileandtooka

deepbreath,shewasrelieved.

Same:Howlongwillhebegonefor?



Ditshego:Wholeofthisweek.

Same:Okay!

Shewenttochangeintoherhomeclothes.

AtTsala'shouse

TsalasmiledasherFathertoldherMotherabout

theallnightprayer.

Father:IwasthinkingwedoitthisFridaysinceit

willbethefirstFridayofthemonths.

Mother:That'saverygoodideaIlikeit.

Tsalasippedonherdrink,nowshedidn'thavetolie

aboutgoingtospendtimewithSame.

Mother:HowisSame?



Tsala:Sheisfine.

Father:Elegorewhat'swrongwithSame?

Tsala:Nothing.

Mother:Iwasjustasking,Ihaven'tseenherina

longtime.

Father:Youshouldinvitehertochurchebilethis

Friday,yougirlsshouldbeleadingthePraiseand

worship.

Tsalakeptquiet.HerMotherlaughedandtouched

hershoulder."Shewillgrowtheconfidencetosing

infrontofpeopleoneday,don'tforceher"She

cametoherdaughter'sdefense.

Thefollowingday

SamecaughtupwithTsalaandjumpedonher.



Tsala:Youwillmakemefall.

Same:Iwishhegetseatenbywildanimalsgoneto

trippingandnevercomesback.

Tsala:Who?

Same:Sechaba,heisonatripthewholeweek.

Tsala:ChanceforyoutotellyourMother,heis

goingtocomebackyouknow.

Samekeptquiet.

Tsala:Sorryee,didyoutakethepills?

Sameknodherhead.

AtSame'shouse

DitshegokickedSechabaandhewasnot

responding.



Ditshego:Wakeup,youthinkIwill..

Shenoticedhewasn'tbreathingormoving.

Ditshego:Sechaba!

Sheshookhim,shepanickedandstoodup.

Ditshego:Sechaba!

Themanwascold.Shesteppedbackandcovered

hermouth,hewasdead.

LaterthatEvening

MoxclosedthelockerforTsalaandhelpedher



carryherbagastheyleft.

Mox:Ican'twaitforFriday!

Tsala:Metooebilewecanspendmoretime

togethermyparentswillbeattheallnightprayer.

Mox:Maybeyoucanevensleepover.

Tsala:NoIcan't.

Mox:Justkidding.

Hewalkedherhalfawayandwalkedbacktothe

teacher'squarterswherehestayedwithhisbrother.

FridayEvening

Lebofrownedasshewalkedinthehousethenshe

wentstraighttothekitchenandlookedaround.

Lebo:Kantewhat'sthatsmell?



Mpho:Whatsmell?Idon'tsmellanything.

Sheopenedthefridgeanditwasnotthefridge.

Ditshegocameoutoftheroomandquicklyclosed

thedoor.

Lebo:Mamadoyousmellthat?

Ditshego:What?

Lebotookherfoodandwenttoeatoutside.

Ditshego:Whereisyoursister?

Mpho:ShewalkedTsalahome.

Ditshego:Ehe!

Shesatdown,therereallywassmellandsheknew

whereitcamefrom.



AtMox'sHouse

TsalaknockedoncethenMoxopenedthedoor.She

quicklywentinside.

Tsala:Ididn'twantMrsNaretoseeme.

Mox:Shedidn'tseeyouakere?

Tsala:No!

Shelookedatthebeautifulcandlelitpicnicthatwas

setonthewhitecarpetandsmiled.Therewasabox

ofpizza,somewings,chocolates,zimbaanddrinks.

Moxleanedoverandkissedher.Sheshylystepped

backandremovedhershoes.

Tsala:It'sbeautiful.

Moxlockedthedoorandtheysatdown.



Mox:Whatmoviedoyouwanttowatch?

Tsala:Anythingromantic.

Mox:Youwanttowatchfiftyshadesofgrey?

Tsala:Okay!

Helaughedandputitonthentheycuddledwhile

feedingeachothermashmallows.

Mox:Haveyoueverwatchedanyofit?

Tsala:No.

Mox:Okay,wewillwatchjusttwothenIwillwalk

youhomekabohalfseven.

Tsala:Okay!

Sherestedherheadonhisshoulderandthey

watched.ThirtyminutesinthemovieTsalalooked

atMoxandsmiled.



Tsala:WhydidyouputonthismovieIamnotgoing

tosleepwithyou.

Mox:It'sjustamovie.

Hekissedherandtheycontinuedwatching,Tsala

lookedawayastheeroticpartcameon.

Mox:What?

Tsala:Nothing!

Theyheldhandsandatetheentiretwomoviesthen

hewalkedherhome.

Aroundtwelveinthenight

Samewokeuptoalotofnoisecomingfromthe

sittingroom.Sheputonhergownandwentoutside.



Sheswitchedonthelightsandscreamedcovering

hermouth.Ditshegoquicklyswitchedoffthelights

andclosedthechildren'sbedroomdoor.

Ditshego:Youwerenotsupposedtoseethis.

Same:He..He..

Shecouldntspeak.

Ditshego:Gointhebedroomandsleep.

Same:Whatdidyoudotohim?

Ditshego:Istoppedhimfromhurtingyou.Hewill

neverhurtyouoranyoneeveragain.Iknowwhathe

didtoyou,Istoppedit.

Samecriedoutloud,shedidn'tknowwhethertobe

happyorscared.Ditshegohuggedhertightly.



Ditshego:Iwantyoutoneverbeafraidtotellme

anythingokay!

Sameknodherhead.

Ditshego:Hewillneverhurtyoueveragain.

SamewatchedasherMotherloadedthedeadbody

inthecaranddroveoff.Shecamebackinthe

morningandthefirstthingshedidwasbathand

sincethatdayneitherofthemeverspokeabout

Sechabaeveragain.

2YearsLater.

**

**



**
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2YearsLater.

TsalatookadeepbreathlisteningtoMoxtalkingon

theotherendoftheline,actuallyhewasshouting

nottalking.

Mox:It'snotfaironme,Iwaitedalltheseyearsonly

foryoutotellmeyouarewaitingtogetmarried

beforewehaves**.Whenarewegoingtoget

married,wearenotevendonewithschoolyet,when

arewegoingtogetjobsandgetmarried,whyare

youpunishingme?

Tsala:Iamnot!



Mox:Yesyouare,youarenotthinkingaboutme,

youarethinkingonlyaboutyourself.

Tsalakeptquiet.

Mox:Maybeweshouldbreakup,youwillfind

someonewhowillwaitbecausennaIdon'tthinkI

can.

Tsala:Don'tsaythat!

Mox:Nokeserious,Idon'twanttocheatonyou

that'swhyIamsettingyoufree.Ihavebeenpatient

becauseyouwantedtowaituntilyouareeighteen,

nowyouwanttowaituntilmarriage?

Tsala:Moxkana..

Hehunguponher.

Tsala:Moemedi!



Sheputherphonedowncryingandcoveredher

face."Iloveyou!"shesentthetextandMoxdidn't

evenbothertoreply.

AtPalmTreesRestaurant

Samefinishedhershiftandwenttothelockerroom

tochange,shelookedathertipsandsmiled,today

shehadmadealotofmoneyconsideringtheywere

onlyAmericandollars.Shechangedintojeggings

andatopthenshehungherhandbagacrossher

shoulder.

"Hi"someonesaidtoherjustasshewasaboutto

leave,sheturnedaroundanditwasoneofthe

customerssheservedearlier.Itwasawhiteguy,

maybeinhislatetwenties.

Same:Hi,doyouneedanything?



Him:Notreally,canIwalkwithyou?

Samelookedaround,herbosswasverystrictand

shecouldgetinlotsoftroubleandevenlooseher

jobifshewasseenminglingwiththecustomers.

Same:IamsorryIcan't!

Him:Ohokay,canyougivemeyournumberthen,

wearegoingtoKaysaneforafewdaysIwould

reallyliketoseeyoubeforeIgoback.

Same:Gobackwhere?

Him:Barcelona,IamChristianbytheway.

Sameshookhishand.

Same:Same!

Chris:Sayme!

Same:Hahayes.



Chris:SocanIgetyournumber?

Samelookedaroundbeforeshetookhisphoneand

savedhernumberthenshegaveitback.

Chris:Thankyou!

Same:Bye!

Sheleftwonderingwhyawhiteguywasinterested

inher,maybehewasoneofthepeoplewhotrafic

womenandkids,shegotchillsdownherspineas

shewalkedalongtheroadgoingtotheoldmall.

ShepassedbytheshopwhereherMothercleans

andchangedherdollarsintopulaanditwasthree

hundredandseventypula.Sheboughttoiletriesand

meatwiththeseventypulaandsavedthetree

hundred.Justasshegotinthetaxiherphonerang,

aninternationalnumberandsheknewwhoitwas.

Shetookadeepbreathbeforeshepickedup.



Same:Hello!

Chris:HeyitsChris!

Same:Hi!

Chris:WeareabouttoboardaflighttoKaysane.

Same:Okay!

Chris:Yeah,Ijustwantedtothankyouforagreeing

togivemeyournumber.

Samepaidthetaxidriverandgotherchangethen

shewalkedhome.

Same:Whydidyouwantmynumber?

Chris:Because,Ireallylikeyou.

Same:You,youlikeme?

Chris:Alot,Iwassadyesterdaywhenyoudidn't

comeserveourtable.



Samefoundherselfsmiling,itwasbignewstobe

likedbyawhiteguy,especiallyayounghandsome

cleanwhiteguy.Shewasflattered.

Chris:IkeptlookingatyoupassingaroundandI

wasdyingtospeaktoyou!

Same:Really?

Chris:Really,Iwouldliketogettoknowyou.

Same:Knowme?

Chris:Yes!

Same:Okay!Butnotatworkmybossisreallystrict.

Chris:Okay,Iwillcallyoubackfirstthingwhenwe

getbackinMawon.

Same:Hahaokay!

Chris:Isaidthenameright,right?

Same:Hahayesyoudid.

Chris:Okayletmegonow.Takecare!



Samehungupandsmiledalonewalkinghome,

reallyawhiteguywasinterestedinher.Shedialed

Tsala.

Tsala:Hello!

Same:KeengOnkgogelamowa,onedayyouwill

missmewhenIamgonekanakennakoBarcelona.

Tsala:Huh?

Same:What'swrong?

Tsala:(Crying)Moxbrokeupwithmemma!

Same:Oh,Iamsorry.Whathappenedyouguys

wereokaylastweekend.

Tsala:ItoldhimIdon'twanttohavese*before

marriage.

Same:Oh!Sorry!

Tsala:Isthatreasonenoughtodumpsomeone?

Maybehealreadyfoundsomeonekanaandhehas

beenlookingforreasonstodumpme.

Same:Youcan'tforceMoxintoyourbeliefs,youare



aPastor'sdaughterandheisnot,Iamnottaking

sidesTsalabuthowlonghashebeenpatiently

waiting?

Tsala:..

Same:It'sbeenlongmma,lookatthingsfromhis

pointofviewmaybeyouwillcometoanagreement.

Tsala:AllIamaskingisjustafewyears.

Same:Kefilagoreyouarenotthinkingofhim,you

areonlythinkingaboutyourself.

Tsala:Ilovehim.

Same:Iknow,sorry!

Tsala:WhatifIfallpregnant?

Same:Saysagirlwhoisgoingtostudymedicine?

Tsala:Iamscared,Ihearitspainful.

Samekeptquiet,ittookherbacktodaysthatshe

wantedtoblockoutofhermind.Tsalacouldtellby

thesilencethatshesaidsomethingwrong.



Tsala:TellmeaboutBarcelona.

Same:Heeee,okayso...

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Tsala:Friendwait,letmecallyouback!

Same:Shapo!

TsalawenttoopenthedooranditwasherMother.

Mother:Wehaveguestsgetdressedandcomesay

hello.

Tsala:Okay!

Shegotdressedandfollowedhermother.Shebent

herkneerespectivelygreetingtheeldersthenshe

satdown.



Prophet:Wedidn'tseeyoumalobaatchurchwhenI

cametovisit.

Tsala:Oh,IwasinGaboroneforregistration.

Prophet:Ehee!Whatcourseareyougoingtostudy?

Tsala:Medicine,I..

ThedooropenedandtheProphet'ssoncamein.He

greetedSameandsatdown.

Prophet:Malobawhenwevisitedthechurchwe

weresentbytheHollyspiritkana.

Father:Yes,italwaysguidesus.

Prophet:MySonIssackisofagetomaryandGod

sentmewherehisfuturewifewasbutunfortunately

thefuturewifewasinGaboroneforschoolrelated

issues.



Therewassilenceintheroom.MmaTumilookedat

herHusbandandhelookeddown.

Prophet:IamgladGodsawitfit..

MmaTumi:Mydaughterisyoung,shecan'tget

marriedrightfromschool.

Shelookedatherhusbandthenshestoodup.

MmaTumi:RraTumelocanwepleasetalkoutside.

Hefollowedhertothebedroomandsheclosedthe

door.

MmaTumi:Tsalaiseighteen,sheisachildwhat

doessheknowaboutlenyalo?

RraTumi:Ididn'tplanthis!

MmaTumi:Diabonwadiarrangedmarriages,my



daughterisnotgettingmarried.

RraTumi:Godis..

MmaTumi:Heeeey!Karesheisnotgettingmarried,

endofdiscussion.

Sheopenedthedoorandwenttothesittingroom,

herhusbandfollowedandsatdown.

RraTumi:IhearyouManofGodbut,Tsalaisonly

eighteen,shehastogotoschooland..

Prophet:Hahaofcourseandthismarriagewon't

standinthewayofthat,thisisnot1932wherea

womanwasexpectedtostayhomeandgiveher

husbandchildren.Shecanstillgettogotoschool

andliveanormallife.

RraTumilookedathisWifeandshelookedaway.

MmaProphet:TotaifGodsaystheyaredestinedto



betogetherwhoarewetoseperatethem.Kana

sometimesthisiswhysomemarriagesdon'twork

becausewearenotwithpeopleweweredestinedto

bewith.

Noonesaidanything.MmaTumiwipedhertears.

MmaTumi:Mydaughterisveryyoung,she..Sheis

justababywhatdoessheknowaboutmarriage?

MmaProphet:Hahaweren'tweallyoungwhenwe

gotmarried,Iunderstandyou,lennaIfeelgoremy

Sonisstillyoungbut..Whoarewetogetinbetween

destiny,yourdaughteristhewomanGodhas

chosenformyson.

MmaTumi:Theydon'tevenknoweachother.

MmaProphet:Theywillgettoknoweachother

akereMmaTumi.

MmaTumilookedatTsalawhowaslookingdown.



MmaTumi:Tsala!Isthiswhatyouwant,areyou

readytogetmarried?

SheraisedherheadandlookedatherMotherthen

shelookedatherfather.

MmaTumi:Tsala!

Sheknodherhead.

Tsala:YesMamaIwanttogetmarried!

**

**



** Goodmorning
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Tsala:YesMamaIwanttogetmarriedbutnotnow.

MmaProphet:Noonewillstopyoufromlivingyour

lifejustbecauseyouaremarried.

MmaTumi:Wecannotexpecthertomakea

decisionnow,mafokoagorogile,weareinnohurry

akerebagolo.Isaylet'sletthekidsgettoknow

eachotherfirst,ifindeedtheyaremeanttobe

togethernothingwillcomebetweenthemnomatter

howlongtheywaittogetmarried.

TheyallagreedbeforetheProphetchangedtopicto

CountryPolitics.Tsalastoodupandwenttoher

bedroom,sheclosedthedooranddialedSamebut

hernumberwasengaged.



AtSame'sHouse

Shelaidonthemattresswithherlegsupagainst

walllisteningtoMox.

Mox:WabonagoretodayekareIamthebadperson

butyourfriendisnotbeingfaironme.

Same:Ihearyou,IamsorrynnaIdon'tknowwhat

tosayordobecauseit'sherdecision,itishowshe

wasraised.

Mox:Kedirejang,IloveTsalakanaandIwishwe

growuptogetherandgetmarriedoneday,have

kidsbut..

Same:Youneedtositdownandtalkthenfaceto

face.

Moxtookadeepbreath.



Mox:ShapoIdon'thavemoneybutIwilltrytocome

toMaunthisweekend.

Same:Okay!

Mox:Shapo,SameIreallyloveyourfriend,ever

sinceIcamehereIhaven'tbeeninvolvedwitheven

asinglegirlbecauseIwantourlovestorytobe

different.Iwanthertobemyfirstasmuchasleene

shewantsmetobeherfirstbutIdon'tthinkIcan

waitanylonger.

Same:MmmhIhearyou,IwilltrytotalktoherbutI

don'tknowwhatIwillsay.

Mox:Thanks!Trytotalktoher.

Same:Shapo!

Shehungupandsighed.Shereallydidn'tknowhow

shewasgoingtoconvinceTsala.Asshewasstill

thinkingTsala'scallcamethrough.

Same:Hey!



Tsala:ObualeeneBarcelona?

Same:HahanoIwastalkingtoMox,friendthepoor

guylovesyou.

Tsala:...

Same:Whenhesaidhewantsyoutobehisfirst,

aahtsalammayouhavearealonethere.Iamnot

tellingyoutogosleepwithhimbut..NnaifIfinda

guywholovesmethatmuch,Iwouldmakesome

sacrifices.

Tsala:(Smiling)Whatexactlydidhesay?

Same:Arehelovesyou.

Tsala:And?

Same:Andhewishesthatonedayyouhavekids

andlivehappilyeverafter,Moxwagorata

tsalayame.HereallydoesandIknowyoulovehim

too.

Tsalasmiled.



Same:Gapeitdoesn'tmatterwhenyoudoitatthe

endofthedayheisstillgoingtobeyourfirst.

Tsala:..

Same:Anywayletmecookmmaretabua.

Tsala:Shapo!

Shehungupandfoundherselfsmilingalone.The

dooropenedandherMothercamein,sheclosed

thedoorbehindherandsatonthebed.

MmaTumi:Tsala!

ShelookedatherMother..

Tsala:Mama!

MmaTumi:DoyouknowwhyInamesyou

Tsalayame?Becauseyouaremyfriend,theonlygirl

amongstfiveboys.



Tsalasmiled.

MmaTumi:Iwanttotellyouthatit'sokaytowant

differentthingsinlifethanwhatyouthinkis

expectedofyou.Justbecauseyourfatherchoose

tobeaPastordoesn'tmeanyouhavetofollowin

hisstepsandbecomeone.

Tsala:Iknow.

MmaTumi:Italsodoesn'tmeanyouhavetoagree

witheverythinghesays.

Tsala:Iknow.

MmaTumi:DoyouunderstandwhatIamsaying?

Tsala:YesMama!

MmaTumi:Youareeighteen,youshouldbedating

andgettingyourheartbroken,youshouldfallin

loveandgraduate,work,traveltheworldbeforeyou

thinkofgettingmarriedtoaPastorbecausea

Pastorandanordinarymanaretwodifferent

people.



Tsala:SoyouwouldfeelbetterifIwasn'tgetting

marriedtoaPastor.

MmaTumi:Yes,afteryougraduateandworkyes.

Tsala:YouaremarriedtoaPastorandyouarefine?

MmaTumi:AmI?Ilovemyfamily,Ilovemykids

andhusbandbutIhaddreamsbeforeallofyou,no

onewarnedmeaboutmarryingaPastor.

Tsala:Iamsorry!

MmaTumi:Idon'twantyoutolookbackandregret

anythingthat'swhykerengwanaka,gotoschool,

workbeforeyoucanthinkofsettlingdown

especiallywithPastor.

Sheknodherheadlookingathermotherwondering

whatshewasnottellingher."MmaTumi"Her

husbandcalledoutside.Sheleftandclosedthe

door.

RraTumi:Whatareyoudoing?



MmaTumi:WhatamIdoing?

RraTumi:Encouragingthatchildtorefusethe

proposal,Iheardyoutalkingtoher.

MmaTumi:Iwasjusttellingherthetruth,Iamnot

goingtoallowwhathappenedtometohappento

mydaughter.Iwouldbeateachernowifyour

churchdidn'trefuseformetogotoschoolgotweke

tsholebanaandactlikeamarriedwoman.

RraTumikeptquiet.

MmaTumi:Agirlchildisalotmorethanlenyalo

(Marriage)andhavingchildren.

RraTumi:Youaremisleadingthatchild!

LaterthatEvening

Ditshegoopenedthegateandthegirlsweresitting

onthestoophavingdinnerwhileSamesmiledwith



herphone.

Ditshego:Dumelang!

Mpho:Dumelang!

Shesatdownandsighed.

Ditshego:Ijustwanttobathandgotobed,Otego

nkgatakgatangwanaka.

Shesaidstandingupandwentinsidethetwo

roomstheyrented.

Same:Iwanttoknowwhatyoufindinteresting

aboutmeakere,therearealotofhotgirlsinMaun

andinSpain.

Chris:Youarebeautiful,naturalbeautyandIloved

howrespectiveyouwerewhenyouservedus.You



aredefinitionofarealAfricanwoman.

Same:

Chris:SeriouslyAfricanQueenactually.

Samesmiledalonetypingonherphone.

Chris:Ican'twaittoseeyouwhenIcomeback.

Same:Metoo!

Ditshegocameoutholdingabottleoffoambath.

Ditshego:Kewena?

Same:Yes!

Ditshego:Hahawarethabollatotangwanaka.

Shewentbackinside.



Thesameevening

Tsalalockedherbedroomdoorandpickedup

Mox'scall.

Tsala:Hey!

Mox:Hey!

Therewasalittleawkwardmoment.

Mox:IamcomingkaFriday.

Tsala:Okay!

Mox:WillIbeabletoseeyou?

Tsala:Yes!

Mox:Ican'twait.

Tsala:Metoo!

Mox:Iloveyou.



Tsala:Iloveyoutoo.

Mox:Goodnight,dreamaboutme.

Tsala:Iwill,youtoo.

Mox:Ialwaysdo.

Tsalasmiledandhuggedherpillow.

Mox:Night.

Tsala:Night.

Neitherofthemsaidanything.Tsalalaughedand

laidonherstomach.

Tsala:Aren'tyougoingtohangup?

Mox:Iwanttolistentoyousleep.

Tsala:Sheeebabe,hahaI..



Theairtimefinished.

FridayEvening..

**

**

** BONUS
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FridayEvening..

Samehungherhandbagonhershoulder,she

caughtaglimpseofherselfinthemirrorandironed



herJeanwithherhandsthenshewentoutside

whereherMotherwasdoingLebo'shair."Gakeitse

goreleotelaengmeririlesenamaditomaintain"

HerMothercomplainedwhilerelaxingLebo'shair.

Same:MyBossjustcalledmetostandinfora

colleaguegatwesheisnotwell.

Ditshego:Theywillbebringingyouhomeakere?

Same:Yes!

Ditshego:Okay!

Same:Letmegetgoing.

Ditshego:Shapo!

SheleftwhiletypingonherphonesendingChrisa

WhatsApp.

Same:Iamonmyway!Room66?

Chris:Yes!Ican'twaittoseeyou.



Same:Metoo!

Shewavedforataxiandittookhertothehotel.

AtTsala'shouse

Shecameoutofherbedroomputtingonajacket

coughingintoherhands.

John:Andthenwena?

Same:Iamnotfeelingwell!

MmaTumi:Areyouokay?

Tsala:kgmkgm(Shecoughedintoherhand)Ithink

keflue.

Shesatdownandsippedonwater.



Tsala:IthinkIamcomingdownwithflue,one

minuteIamhotthenthenextminuteIamcold.

HerMotherplacedherhandonherforehead.

MmaTumi:Butyourtemperatureisnormal.

John:Buanneteyoudon'twanttogotochurch?

Tsala:Iamstillgoingwarengtota?

MmaTumi:Noyoushouldstayhomeandyour

brotherwilltakecareofyou.

Tsala:IreallywanttogotoChurchMama!

MmaTumi:Mmmhmmhnextthingthewhole

churchwillbesick.Iwillcalleveryhourtocheckin.

Tsala:Okay!Excuseme!

Shewalkedtoherroomcoughing.Sheclosedthe

doorandgotintobedsmilingalone.



Tsala:(Texting)Iwilltellyouaftertheyleave.

Mox:Okay!

Shecoveredherfacewiththeblanketslaughing

alone.

AttheHotel

Samenervouslyknockedonthedoorthenshe

steppedback,afterafewsecondsthedooropened.

Chris:Hey!

Same:Hey!

Chris:Comein.

Shenervouslywentinside.



Chris:Youlookbeautiful.

Same:Ido,thanks!

Chris:Yesyoudo!

Heleanedinforakiss,Sameshylypulledbackher

head.

Chris:Iamstarving,let'sgodownstairsfordinner.

Same:Okay!

Shelookedathersandalsandshewasn'tdressed

for"Dinner".Chrismadethingseasierashewore

khakhishortsandablackt-shirtthentheywent

downstairs.Theplacewasfilledwithonlywhite

peopleandshewastheonlyblackpersonexcept

thewaitressandwaiters.Theywereshowntotheir

tableandtheysatdown.

Chris:What?



Same:Iamtheonlyblackpersonhere.

Chris:So?

Heheldherhand.

Chris:Let'sorder.

Hepickedupthemenu,Samedidtooandtheonly

thingshecouldreadwaschickenandbasmatirice

andthatiswhatsheorderedforthemaincourse.

Thestarterwasabowlfullofsaucealittlepieceof

breadwhichshedidn'teat.

Chris:SowhatdoesSaymemean?

Same:Itmeansmine.

Chris:Oh,nice.Yougotoschoolandworkparttime?

Same:Iamplanningtogotoschoolnextyear,Idid

wellinmyexamsbutthecourseIwanttostudy



needsatleastaCinEnglishbutIgotaDsoIwillbe

writingitthisyear.

Chris:Okaythat'sgreat.WellIwork,Iama

photographer.Iamhereonajobactually.Iamwith

agroupthatishereforfun,Iamtheirphotographer,

Idocumenteverything.

Same:OkayIloveyourjob.

Chris:IgettotravelanddowhatIloveatthesame

time.

Same:Wow,soyoucanmakeacareeroutof

photography?

Chris:Hahayes.

Same:Wow,that'samazing.

AtTsala'sHouse

DressedinhergownTsalapeekedinthesitting

roomandherbrotherwaswatchingsoccer.She

sneakedtoopenthekitchendoorandleftitopened.



Tsala:Youaresupposedtotakecareofmenot

watchTV!

ShesaiddistractingJohnasMoxsneakedinand

shepointedatherbedroom.

John:Waitiaebileit'sboringhereIamgoingto

watchthegameattheBar.

HestoodupandgothisJerseyandputonhis

shoes.

John:LockupIwillbebackkaten.

Tsalaclosedthedoorbehindhimandlockedit,she

waitedafewminutestomakesureherBrotherwas

reallygonebeforeshewenttoherbedroom.



Tsala:Hey!

Mox:Hi.

Hepulledherinforahug,theyhuggedforafullfive

minutesthentheysatdownonthebed.

Tsala:Neverbreakupwithmeagain.

Mox:Iamsorry!

Shekissedhimandlaidherheadonhischest.She

breathedoutheavilyandstoodup,sheremovedher

gownandshewaswearingonlyherpantyandabra.

Tsala:I..

Mox:Babe!

Tsala:What?

Mox:Idon'twantustodoitbecauseIamputting



youunderpressure,Iwantittobebecauseweboth

wantto.Icanwaitafewweeks.

Tsala:Youwould?

Mox:Yes,thisisnothowweshouldhaveourfirst

time.Itshouldbespecialandromantic.

TsalasmiledandputonhergownthenMox

removedhisshoesandtheylaidonthebedontop

ofthesheets.Shekissedhimandhekissedher

back.

Mox:Warewhattimedoyourparentscomeback?

Tsala:Kaboeleven,relax!

AttheHotel

ThewaiterbroughtdessertforSameandaglassof

wineforChris.



Chris:Youdrink?

Same:No!WellIhaveneverdrankinmylife,maybe

ifIfindsomethingIlikeIwill.

Chris:Okay!

Theycontinuedtalkingthenlaterwentuptothe

bedroom.Chriskissedherasheclosedthedoor

andpinnedheragainstthedoor.

Same:Wait!

Chris:MmmhIdon'twanttowait.

Same:Wait,Ineedtogotothebathroom.

Shewenttothebathroomandclosedherselfin

crying.Everythingfeltlikedejavu.

Chris:Sayme!



Shewashedherfaceandbreathedinandout

continuously.

Chris:IwillpayifyouarescaredIwon't.

HeslidfivehundredUSdollarsunderthedoor.

Chris:Canyoucomeoutnow?

**

**

** Goodnight
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TheFollowingMorning

Samewokeuptoherphoneringing,shetookit

underthepillowandpickedupstillsleepy.

Same:Hello!

Ditshego:Elegoregolokotirongkootheygiveyou

bedsand...

Shequicklygotup.

Ditshego:Whereareyou?

Same:IamcomingIsleptoveratafriend'shouse.

Ditshego:Andyoudidn'tfinditfittocallme?

Same:Iamsorry!



Ditshego:Idon'tlikewhatyouaredoing,notatall.

Whenyouknowgoreyouwon'tbesleepingathome

youcall,youdon't..

Same:MamaIsaidIamsorry,Iamonmyway!

Shehungupandpulledthewhitesheetsuptoher

chestcoveringherbreasts.Shelookedaroundthe

roomanditwasjusther.Chrishadleftanoteon

thetable."Lastnightwasgreat,seeyounexttimeI

aminthecountry"nexttothefivehundreddollars.

Sametookadeepbreathandswallowedhard.She

feltlikeaprosti****.Shewasashamedofherself.

Shequicklygotoutofbedandwenttoshower,she

putonherclothes,grabbedherhandbagandthe

moneyandleftforwork.

AtTsala'shouse

Tsalajoyouslysangasshemadebreakfastforher

parents.



MmaTumi:Aren'tyoutheonewhowassick

yesterday?

Tsala:Iamfeelingmuchbetternow.

MmaTumi:Ehe!

ShesatdownandherHusbandjoinedherafew

minuteslater,Tsaladishedforthemandsatdown

drinkingtea.

RraTumi:YouandIssackshouldstarthangingout

together.

MmaTumilookedathimandheclearedhisthroat.

RraTumi:Howaretheygoingtoknoweachotherif

theydon'tmaketimetoknoweachother?

MmaTumi:Whyareyoupushingthis?



RraTumi:Iamhelpingher,oryouwouldratherhave

herhavefatherlesskidsfirstbeforeshefinallyfinds

amanwhowillfeelsorryforherandmarryherwith

thosekids?

MmaTumi:Thesoonerweunderstandthata

womanismorethanjustkidsandahusbandthe

betterforeveryone.ItoldyougoreTsalaisstill

young.

RraTumi:Heragemateshavekidsandthatiswhat

isgoingtohappenifyoucontinuebeingthis

stubborn,Issackwillbesavingherfrom..

MmaTumi:(Snapped)Marriageshouldbeabout

lovenotsaving.Ifthismarriageisaboutsavingher

frommakingmistakesthenforgetaboutit.

Theybothkeptquiet.MmaTumilookedather

daughterandsmiled.

MmaTumi:Thankyouforbreakfast.

Tsala:Youarewelcome.



Herphonerangandsheexcusedherself.

RraTumi:Wadibonathosephonecallsand

pretendingtobesickwhensheissupposedtogoto

church,sheisgoingtogetpregnant.

MmaTumi:IfIssackisreallyherHusbandthenhe

willstillmarryherwithachild.

Shestoodupwithherplateandcupofcoffeeand

wenttothesittingroom.

AttheRestaurant

LostinherthoughtsSamegavethechefanempty

note.

Same:Tablesix!



Chef:Same!

Shelookedather.

Chef:Youdidn'twriteanything.

Same:Oh!

That'swhensherealisedtheygavehertheirorder

butshedidn'twriteitdown.

Same:Eish!

Chef:Areyouokay?

Sheknodherheadandwentbacktotaketheorder

andthecustomerswerenothappy.

Boss:What'sgoingon?



Same:IamsorryI..Imadeamistakepleaseforgive

me.

Boss:Areyouokay?

Same:Iamfine.

Boss:Noyouarenot,gohomeIdon'twantyou

messinguphere.

Shetooktheorderfromherandwenttoapologise

tothecustomers.Samewenttothelockerroom

andsatdowncrying.Tsala'scallcamethroughand

shehunguponher."KegotswaretseDATA"an

smsfromTsalacamethrough.Sheputthephone

downandtookadeepbreath.Shebreathedout

loudandgrabbedherhandbag.

LaterthatEveningattheRiver

HoldinghandsTsalaandMoxwalkedalongthe

riverdippingtheirfeetinthesand.Tsalastepped

backandlookedatthelogthatwasfloatingontop



ofthewater.

Tsala:Babekwena!(Babeacrocodile)

Mox:Hahanoitsnot.

Tsala:Seriously!

Shesaidsteppingback.Moxlaughedandgrabbed

her.

Mox:Bonait'sjustalog.

Shelookedcarefullyanditreallywasjustalog.

Mox:Haha!

HekissedherandTsalawrappedherarmsaround

hisneck.



Mox:Iloveyou!

Tsala:Iloveyoutoo.

TheykissedthentheywentbacktothecarthatMox

borrowedfromhisbrother.

Tsala:Lastnightwasspecialtome.

Mox:Ao?

Tsala:Yes,nowIknowourrelationshipismorethan

justphysical,IrealisedgoreattheendofthedayI

wantyoutobemyfirst,whetheraftermarriageor

before.Iwantittobeyou.

Mox:Oserious?

Sheknodherhead.

Mox:Sowedon'thavetowaituntilmarriage



becauseIwasreadytocallmyUnclesgorebago

nkopelesekolotoIwillpaywhenIgetajob.

Tsala:Hahaha!Nowedon'thavetowait.

Mox:Idon'twantyouto..

Tsala:Iwanttodoitwithyou,aslongasitswith

you.

Moxleanedoverandkissedher,Tsalakissedhim

backandhepushedherseatbackgettingontopof

her.

Tsala:Wait!

Mox:Wearenotdoinganything,Idon'thave

condomswithme.

Tsala:Okay!

ThesameEveningatSame'sHouse



Ditshegopulledtheblanketandlookedather

daughter.

Ditshego:Same?

Same:Maaah!

Ditshego:Areyouokay?

Same:Yesjustheadache.

Ditshegogotdejavutoo,thishashappenedbefore

andshewashopingitwasnotwhatshethoughtit

was.

Ditshego:Same?

Same:IamfineMama!

Ditshego:Noyouarenot,talktome.

Shestartedcrying.Ditshegowenttolockthedoor

andlookedather.



Ditshego:Whohurtyou?

Same:Noone!

Ditshegokeptquiet.Samewipedhertearsand

lookedathermother.

Same:Ifeelcheap.

Ditshego:..

Same:ImeetaguymalobaandIthoughthereally

likedmekante..Hejustwantedtouseme.

Ditshego:...

Same:Thenhegavememoney,Ifeellikea

prostitute.Whycan'tIbewithsomeonewholikes

mehelaforwhoIam.AmIjustasextoythatmen

justuse?

Ditshego:Youarenot,Iamsorrycomehere!



Shehuggedher.

Same:Iamdamaged,nomanwantstobewitha

womanwhowasra...

Ditshego:Hey,heyyouarenotgoingtoblame

yourselfbecauseofwhatthatmonsterdidtoyou.

Youarenotdamagedandyoushouldneverfeel

thatway.Somemenarepigs,theywillsleepwith

youandpretendgoretheydon'tknowyouthenext

day,itdoesn'tstartwithyouanditsnotgoingtoend

withyou,ithappenstoalmosteverywoman.Thisis

nothappeningtoyoujustbecauseofyourpast,it

hashappenedtome,lennaIhavedonethatto

somemen.

Samewipedhertears.

Ditshego:Youaregoodenoughandyouareenough

toamanwhoisgoingtolove,respectandvalue

youokay!.



Sheknodherhead.

Ditshego:Thatmanmighthaverobbedyouthe

opportunitytochooseyourfirstbuthedidn'tsteal

anythingfromyou.Youstillhaveachoiceofwho

youwanttobewith,whoyouwanttosleepwithand

whoyoudon'twanttosleepwith,whoyouwantto

beandwhoyoudon'twanttobe.Nevereverfeel

likeyouarenotgoodenoughbecauseyouare,you

arebeautiful,youaresmart,youareeverything.

Samewipedhertearsandsmiled.

Ditshego:Nexttimeyoucomeacrosshim,pretend

goreyouaretheonewhodoesn'tknowhim,don't

lethimthinkheisbetterthanyou.

Same:Idon'tthinkIwilleverseehimagain.

Ditshego:Good,youusedprotecting?



Same:Yes!

Ditshego:Don'tcrynowokay!

Same:Okay!

Ditshegostoodupandleft.

AtTsala'sHouse

MmaTumistoodbythedoorlookingoutside,she

lookedatthetimeonherphoneanditwasafew

minutestoeight.

RraTumi:Ngwanawamosetsana(Agirlchild)isnot

homebythistime!WhatdoIsaytothechurch

youthofIcan'tcontrolmyownchild?

MmaTumicalledTsala'snumberagainandan

unfamiliarvoiceanswered.



MmaTumi:Hellowhoisthis?

Voice:Hellothisis...

MmaTumiscreamedandherphonefelldown.

"Ngwanake"shescreamed.

**

**
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TsalalookedatMoxandafewofhisfriend's

photosofthemattheriver.ItwasEasterholidays

andalmosteveryonewashome,peoplewere

havingfunandshewashomebored.Theyhadnot

spokeninaverylongtimeandshemissedhim.

Shewentoutsidetothetreewhereherparentswere

andwashedtheirhandsbeforeshewentback

insideandgottheirfood.

MmaTumi:Mmmhsmellsnice.



Shewentbacktogetglassesanddrink.

RraTumi:(Mouthful)Delicious!

Shesatdownwithherfoodandcircledherfork

aroundtheplatebeforesheputitdownandsighed.

Tsala:CanIgosleepatSame'sHousetonight?

MmaTumi:What'satSame'sHouse?

Tsala:Ijustmissher.

RraTumi:Can'tshecomesleephereene?

Tsala:Iyooo!Gosiameee.

Shestoodupandwenttothehouse.MmaTumi

lookedatherhusbandandsighed.



MmaTumi:Whyareyoualwayshardonher?Lether

gospendsometimewithherfriend,it'stheholidays

what'swrongwiththat?

RraTumi:Can'therfriendcomehereene?

MmaTumi:Sometimesyouareunreasonable,let

thechildbreathfreshairawayfromhome.

RraTumi:Lasttimeyousaidthatsheendedupin

thehospital.Youarehermotherbutyoucan'tsee

throughher.

MmaTumi:Aaah!

Theycontinuedeating.

AttheMall

Samewalkedaroundtheshopnotknowingwhatto

buyandbumpedintoMox.



Mox:Hi!

Same:Sheehi.

Mox:Whatareyoulookingforyouhavebeenin

hereforalongtime.Isawyouwalkintenminutes

ago.

Same:HahajustsomethingIcanweartonight.

Mox:What'shappeningtonight?

Same:Nothingmuch,thereisashowatthe

StadiumandmyfavouriteDJwillbethere.

Mox:Oh,Isawthefliers,myfriendsbaretheyare

going,wecancomepickyouupandgotogether.

Same:Oh,(Hesitant)Oh,willthatbeokaywithTsala?

Mox:TsalaandIbrokeupbutifyoudon'twantto

gowithusthen..

Same:Ididn'tsaythat,Iwouldlovetogowithyou

guys.

Mox:Youstillusethesamenumber?

Same:Yes.



Mox:OkayIwillcallyoulater.

Same:Sure.

Moxwinkedatherandleft,Samesmiledachoose

someshortsandacroptopthenshewenttopay.

LaterthatEvening

Tsalalookedoutsidethewindowatthecarthatjust

parkedanditwasherolderbrotherTumiandhis

wife.Shehurriedoutsidebeforetheycameinside

thehouse."Saveme"shemimickedatthemand

theybothlaughed.Sheheldherbrother'shand.

Tsala:Pleasesaveme.

Tumi:Hahahawareng?

HegreetedhisparentswhowerewatchingTV.



Tsala:TumisaysIcangostayattheirhousefora

fewdays,akereTumi.

Shesaidlookingupathimandhelaughed.

Tumi:Yesebileweneedababysitter.

Tsala:CanIgo?

Neitherherparentssaidanything.Shelookedather

fatherandputherhandstogether.

Tsala:Please!

RraTumi:Youcango.

Sheexcitedlyrantoherbedroomandstarted

packingherclothes.Fewminuteslatershetookthe

bagtothecar.TumiandhisWifecameoutwith



RraTumi.

RraTumi:Watchher!

Tumi:Hahasheiseighteen.

RraTumi:Sheisstillachild.

MmaTumipulledTsalaaside.

MmaTumi:Don'tgiveyourfatheranotherreason

nottotrustyouagain.

Tsala:Iwon't.

MmaTumi:Good.

Tsalagotinthecarandwavedathermotherasthe

carleft.Onceitwasoutsidethegateshebreathed

outheavily.

Tumi:Hahahawareng?



Tsala:Iyooo,yourfather?

Theyalllaughed.

Tsala:Ican'twaittogotoschoolwaitse,Iwillonly

comehomekafestive.

Wife:Hahaha,bagodirajang?

Tsala:Iamnotallowedtogoout,evenwhenIgoto

thetuckshophelaafterfiveminutescallyatsena

"Whereareyou?"agggg!

Tumi:Beenthere.

Tsala:Idon'tbelievelelonahewasstrictlikethis.

Tumi:Heelayouhavenoideawena.That'swhyI

decidedtogostudyinSouthAfrica,kegoreaway

fromthem.

Tsala:Mamaisnotbad.

Tumi:Sheiscontrolledbyherhusband.

Tsala:True,sheisaniceperson.



ShetookoutherphoneanddialedSamebuther

numberdidn'tgothrough.

AtSame'shouse

Samelookedatherselfinthemirrorandshelooked

nice,sheputonhersneakersandsprayedherself

perfume.

Ditshego:Oyakaeneontsemontejaana?(Where

areyougoinglookingsobeautiful?)

Same:Kostadiumwithafewfriends.

Ditshego:Ehee!

Same'sphonerangandshepickedupgoing

outside.



Same:Hello!

Mox:Monayouarebadwithdirections,weareby

thetuckshopegreen.

Same:OkayshapoIamwalkingthere,justcome

alongthegravel.

Mox:Shapo!

Shehungupandwenttogetsomecashandleft.

ShewalkedalongthegravelandmeetwithMoxand

hisfriends.

Same:Hi.

Mox:Yousaidsecondturnontheright.

Same:HahaokayfineIambadwithdirectionsee.

Moxopenedforherandtheysatattheback

together.Shegreetedthecouplethatwasseatedat

thefront.



Mox:Youdon'tdrink?

Same:Idon'tknowIhavenevertasteditbefore.

Moxgaveherhisbeerandshetookasipthenshe

frowned.

Same:Iyoooit'ssobitter.

Mox:Hahayeahit'snotforthefirsttimers.

Same:Yeah.

Herphonerangandsheputitonsilent.

Mox:Noyoucananswer.

Same:It'snooneimportant.

Theyparkedbythebarandboughtafewdrinks



thentheycampedthereforabouttwohours

drinkinganddancing.

Same'sphonerangagainandsheexcusedherself

walkingafewmetersaway.

Same:HeyFriend.

Tsala:Hey,OmoModumongwaengneotheogetse?

Same:Yes,zup?

Tsala:NoIthoughtyouarehomekegocheke.

Same:NoIamworkingtonight,it'sbusygore.

Tsala:Okayletmenotkeepyouthen,shapo.

ShehungupandwentbacktoMoxandhisfriends.

Mox:Reagodia?

Same:Nohaha!



Shesatnexttohimandsippedonherbeer,shewas

stillonherfirst.Itwassweetbutstillwouldn'tgo

down.

Mox:Don'tworrywearegoingtoendupkoStadium,

thistimenooneisonstage.

Same:Okay!

Shesippedonherbeeragain.Therewassilence

betweenthemforafewminutesthenMoxcleared

histhroat.

Mox:OkaenehTsala?

Same:Mmmhhaha!

Mox:Kantesheisgettingmarried.Banyana?

Heclappedhishands.



Same:She..

Shedecidednottoexplainanything,itwasnother

place.

Moxopenedanotherbeerandtookasip.

Mox:Iwasseriouskanaaboutthatgirl,Iseriously

sawmyselfmarryingherandhavingafamilywith

her.

Same:Mmmh!

Mox:Sowhenisthewedding?

Same:HahaIdon'tknow.TotaIknownothingle

goresheisgettingmarriedshehasn'ttoldme.

Mox:Iamgoingtogatecrushtheirwedding.

Theyalllaughed.



Mox:Thatpartwheretheysayifyoudon'twant

themtogetmarriedblahblah,yeahIamgoingto

standupandcausedrama.

Everyonelaughed.

Mox:Iamtellingyou.Kegorejusttocausedrama

hela.

Friend:Mmegonewenawhatdidyouexpectdating

ngwanawaMoruti?

Mox:Tsalaisdifferent,she..Sheisnotlikethat

man,she..sheisfunnyandhasadirtymind,she..

Youguysdon'tunderstand,Ithinksheisoneof

thosewomenyoufindonceinalifetime.

Samesippedonherbeer.

Reggie:Noyoureallylovedhermymankanayou



savedyourselfgoreanneyourfirst.

Mox:Youknowitwasntevenaboutse*.

Moxfinishedhisbeerandthrewthetinaway.

Reggie:Youeven...

Mox:Wanyelamonashutup.

Reggie:Hahanowenaoratanaskgowalaitaaka,se

theboldandbeautiful,youareRidge.

Mox:Haha!

Samefinishedherbeerandopenedanotherone.

Mox:Weareboringyou?

Sheshookherhead.



Mox:Reggielet'sgotothestadiumreborangwana.

Same:Hahanokeshapo.

Fewminuteslatertheygotinthecarandleft.Same

watchedasMoxkeptdialingTsala'snumberand

erasingitthenhefinallyputhisphoneinhispocket.

AtTumi'shouse

TsalatookeptdialingMoxthensheerasedthe

numberandputherphonedown.

Laterthatmorningjustaftermidnight

MoxsatonhiscampchairwatchingSameasshe

danced,sheturnedtohimandsmiled.

Same:Comelet'sdance!



Shesaidtryingtohelphimstand.

Mox:HahanoIdon'tdance.

Same:Comeon.

Shehelpedhimup,hestoodupandtheydanced.

Sheturnedtohimsmiling.

Same:What?

Mox:Ididntknowyoucandance.

Same:Haha,whatdoyouknowaboutme?

Mox:Iguessnothing.

Same:Haha!

Shewrappedherarmsaroundhisneckandkissed

him.Theylookedintoeachother'seyesthenMox

kissedherback.Theykissedlikethatforafew



secondsthenSamepulledback.

Mox:Doyouwanttogetoutofhere,yourfavourite

DJhasalreadyplayedakere.

Sameknodherhead.MoxspoketoReggiefora

secondthenhegavehimhishousekeysandcar

keys.TheyusedthesmallgatetoleaveandMox

drovetoReggie'shousewhereheparkedinfrontof

thehouse.

Mox:Youwanttocomein?

Sameknodherhead,theywentinsidetheroomand

Moxclosedthedoor.Hekissedhertracinghis

handsalloverherbody.Samemo***softlyashe

laidheronthebedandhelpedheroutofhershorts.

Mox:Ifyouwantmetostop..



Same:Don'tstop.

Hegotontopofherandkissedherstomachupto

herneck...(18+Se*Scenewillbepostedingroup)

LaterthatMorning

ReggieparkedbythegateandMoxsteppedout

withthebeershestillhadleft.Hewalkedtothe

housewherehesatonthestoopandtookadeep

breath,hecuppedhisfaceandstoodupgoing

insidethehouse,hisphonerang,itwasTsala.

Mox:Hey!

Tsala:Heyareyouhome?

Mox:YeahI..

Tsala:Iamcoming.



Shehungupandwenttoshower.

AtSame'sHouse

Samesmiledalonesittingintheplastictubbathing

gettingreadyforwork.Shetouchedherneckand

shecouldstillfeelhislipsonherneck,shegot

goosebumpsalloverherbodyandcoveredherface

shyly.

Ditshego:Youaregoingtobelate,youhavebeen

bathingfortenminutesnow.

Samesnappedoutofherthoughtsandstoodup.

AtMox'sHouse

TsalaknockedonceandMox'sbrotheropenedthe



door.

Tsala:Dumelang.

Him:Hi,heisinhisroom.

Tsala:Eerra!

HeclosedthedooronhiswayoutandTsalawent

toknockonthedoor.InonlyhisboxersMox

openedthedoor.

Tsala:Hey!

Mox:Hey!Comein.

ShewentinsideandMoxlockedthedoor.

Tsala:Ipanickedseeingyourbrother,Ithought..

Mox:Noheisacoolguyskawara.



Tsalaremovedhershoesandgotintobed.Shetook

outapacketofcondomsfromherbra.

Tsala:IjustboughtwhatIcouldget,theyare

strawberryflavoured.

Moxsmiledandsatonthebed.

Tsala:Iamready.

Shesaidkissinghimandremovedhertop.

Mox:Tsala..

Tsala:Tsalakemang,kennaBabe!

Mox:Haha!



Shekissedhimandgotontopofhim.

Mox:Letmegobrushmyteeth.

Tsala:Okay!

Hewenttothebathroom,hetookaquickshower

andbrushedhisteeth,whenhegotbackTsalawas

nakedsittingonhisbedwithherlegscrossed.He

lockedthedoorand...(18+Se*scenewillbeposted

ingroup)

**

**

**Goodmorning

BEHINDCLOSEDDOORS



EPISODE11

ThesameMorning

MoxwatchedTsalasleepingpeacefullywithsome

ofthebraidsonherface,heremovedthemand

leanedovertokissherforehead.Sheslowlywoke

upandsmiled.

Tsala:Hey!

Shesaidwithahuskyvoicefromsleep.

Mox:DidIwakeyouup?

Tsala:No!

Sheyawnedintoherhandandgotup.Moxsmiled

andkissedher.



Tsala:What?

Mox:Ican'tkissyou?

Tsala:Youcan!

Hekissedheragainthenhisphonerang.Hepicked

upandloweredthevolume.

Mox:Hello!

Same:Hi.

Mox:LetmefinishupsomethinghereandIwillcall

youback.

Same:Okay!

HehungupandturnedtoTsala.

Mox:Doyouwantsomethingtoeatordrink?



Tsala:No,whattimeisitIpromisedmybrotherI

willbebackearly.

Mox:Canyoustayanotherhour?

Tsala:Okayletmetexthim.

Mox:Okay!

Hewatchedasshebitherlowerliptextingher

brotherthensheputthephoneunderthepillow.

Tsala:OkayIamallyours.

Moxmadehersleepontopofhimandheplayed

withherbraids.Bothofthemwantedtoaddressthe

bigelephantintheroombutscaredtoruinthe

moment.

Mox:Todaywasspecial.



Tsalasmiled.

Mox:Iloveyou!

Tsala:Iloveyoumore!

Therewasalongsilence,Tsalabreathedoutloud

andfellonMox'sside,sheputherelbowonthebed

andherheadinherhand.

Tsala:WeeksagosomeProphetcametomy

parents'shousewithamarriageproposal.

Moxlookedather.

Tsala:IsaidnoandmyMotheralsosaidno,

knowinghowstubbornmyfatherishedecidedto

announceitatchurch.

Mox:..



Tsala:MyMumarehewasdoingittogetpower

overusbecausehethinksIwon'tdisagreeifthe

wholechurchknows.Itwillputmeunderpressure

toagreetothemarriageproposal.

Mox:Okayheisstrategic.

Tsala:No,heismanipulative.

Mox:Soyouagreedtothemarriageproposal?

Tsala:No,no.IknowweareyoungbutIloveyou

andIwishwecanbetogetherforever.Justpromise

meIwon'tregretthedecisionIamabouttomake.

Mox:Whatdecision?

Tsala:Justpromiseme.Promisemenothingwill

everbreakusapart.

Moxtookadeepbreath.

Mox:I..I..WhenwebrokeupI..

Tsala:Yousleptwithsomeone?



Mox:Iwasangryand..

Tsala:It'sfine.Justpromisemegorestartingfrom

todayit'sjustyouandme.Ifyouhearanything

aboutmeyouaskmefirst.

Mox:Ipromise.

Tsala:Thanks!

Mox:Elegorewhat'syourdecision?

Tsala:Skawara.

Mox:NoIwanttoknowIdon'twantyouto

disrespectyourparentsbecauseofme.

Tsala:MyDadgavemeanultimatum,eitherImarry

ormoveoutofhisyard.

Mox:Babe!

Tsala:SkawaraIwillaskmybrotherifIcanmove

tohisplacewhileIwaittogotoschool.Thatishow

seriousIamaboutusMox.

Moxplayedwithherhandandkissedit.



Mox:Youwon'tregretit.

Hisphonereportedansmsandheignoredit.

Tsala:Onething,youhavetocutcommunication

withwhoeveryousleptwith.

Mox:Eemma!

Tsala:Wearegood?

Mox:Wearegood.

Tsala:Okay!

LaterthatAfternoon

Samewenttochangeintoherhomeclotheswhen

herBosscalledherintoheroffice.



Same:Mam,didIdosomethingwrong?

Boss:No,youdidgreattodayyouwerehappy,

smilingandjokingwithallcustomers.

Samesmiled.

Boss:Ilovedyoutotatoday.

Same:EbileIgotmoretips.

Boss:Wabonawhathappenswhenyouarehappy.

Same:Hahaha!

Boss:Keepupthegoodwork.

Same:Eemma.

Sheleftandwenttochangethenshewalkedalong

theroadgoingtotheOldMall.Herphonerang,she

excitedlytookitoutthinkingitwasMoxbutitwas

justtheguyfromtheotherday.



Same:Hello.

Guy:Aoyouknockedoffearlyjangtoday.

Same:Yeah!

Guy:IshouldbuyyouanumbrellaIdon'tlikeseeing

youwalkinginthesun.

Same:Haha!

Sheturnedaroundandsawhim,hewavedather

andhewavedback.

Guy:Haha,ebile..

Same:HeymyMumiscallingletmecallyouback.

Shehungupandrolledhereyes.

LaterthatEvening



LebocamerunningwithSame'sphone.

Lebo:Neella.

Same:Whoisit?

Lebo:YameIpic..

Same:YoowalapisagoreIwillcallherback.

Lebo:Ialreadypickedup.

Same:Heee!

Shewipedherhandsandtookthephone.

Same:Hello!

Tsala:Kealapisa?

Same:IthoughtareWame,youknowWameakere,

shehasbeencallingmenonstopareshewants

moneybutWameisnotworkingkanahowwillshe

payme.

Tsala:Don'tgiveher.



Same:Iwon't.

Tsala:Iwaswonderinggorekelapisakaeng.

Same:Hahaha!

Tsala:Obusy?

Same:Iamwashingafewofmyclotheswhy?

Tsala:Iwantedtotellyousomething,finishupfirst.

Same:Notellme.

Tsala:Hahafinishupfirstit'salongstory.

Same:BuwammaIwillcontinuewashingwhenyou

aredone.

Shesatonthestoop.

Tsala:Wedidit.

Same:Didwhat?

Tsala:Youknowwhat.Wediditthismorningmma

and..Itwasamazingthoughpainful,hetookhis

timeand..ItwaseverythingIimagineditwouldbe.



Hewasgentleand..Tsalayameitwas,itwas

magical.

Same:Oh,youandMox?

Tsala:BathongYesMoxwhoelse?

Same:Ithoughtyoubrokeup?

Tsala:Wefixedthings,Iexplainedtohimandwe

areokaynow.

Same:Eheee,noIamhappyforyou.

Tsala:He,ohhhh,Idon'tknowhowtoexplainit.

Same:Mmmh!

Tsala:IthinkIlovehimmorenow,IthoughtIloved

himbutwhatIamfeelingrightnowismorethan

love.

Same:That'sgreat,Iamhappyforyou.

Tsala:ThanksIamhappyformetoo.Arehis

brotherisgoinghomefortheholidayssoheis

goingtobehomealone,IamgoingtotellTumiIam

visitingyouforadayortwoabokemocheka.

Same:Okay,noletmefinishwashing.



Tsala:Shapo.

Samehungupandfeltlikesomeonejustrippedout

herheart.Shebreathedoutloudandsomething

heavywaswheingdownherchest.Shewipedher

tearsandwentinsidetochange.

AtMmaTumi'shousethesameEvening

Shesangwhilewateringherplantsthensheturned

aroundtoseewhowascomingasthegateopened.

MmaTumi:Aahaah!

Samesmiled.

MmaTumi:Lookatyouallgrownup.

Same:HahabutIstilllookthesame.



MmaTumi:NoebileOnonne.

Same:Hahahadumelang.

MmaTumi:Dumelangwanaka,didn'tyourfriendtell

yousheisstayingatherbrother'shousethis

weekend?

Same:Shedid.

MmaTumi:Eheyouwerejustpassingby?

Same:NoactuallyIcametoseeyou.

MmaTumi:Me?

Theywenttositdownandsheremovedhergloves.

MmaTumi:Whatisitngwanaka?

Same:It'saboutMox,Tsala'sboyfriend.

MmaTumi:(Conserned)Yes?

Same:TheonlyreasonIamhereisbecauseIcare

aboutTsalaandsheismybestfriendbutshe

doesn'tlistentome,Iwashopinggoregongwelona



shewouldlistentoyoubutyoucan'ttellherIam

theonewhotoldyouthis.

MmaTumi:Whatisityouarescaringme.

Same:Moxis..

**

**

**
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EPISODE12

Tsala:MoxiscontrollingTsala,shetoldhimshe

wasnotreadyfor..ForSe*buthetoldhergoreif

sheisnotthentheyshouldbreakupsosheended

updoingitwithhimnotbecauseshewantstobut



becauseitswhathewants.Nowaresheplansto

haveababywithMoxsothatyoucanaccepttheir

relationship.

MmaTumi:Shesaidwhat?

Tsala:Yes,arethisweekendshewilltellTumigore

sheisgoingtomyhousekanteenesheisgoingto

spendtheweekendleMoxbecausehisbrother

won'tbehomeanditwillbejustthetwoofthem.

That'swhenshewillbegettingpregnant.

MmaTumi:Kegoremonyanayoowalonawapoka

(Thatgirliscrazy)

Same:Iwouldn'thavecomehereif..

MmaTumi:Noyoudidrightbycominghereand

tellingme,atruefrienddoesthat.LeavehertomeI

willdealwithher.

Same:Pleasedon'ttellherItoldyouorabouther

gettingpregnantshewillknowitsmebecauseIam

theonlyoneshetold.

MmaTumi:Don'tworryIknowhowtohandleherI

won'tsayyourname.Iwillcatchherinheract.



Same:Thanks!

MmaTumi:ThanksfortellingmeeventhoughIknow

howuncomfortableitmusthavebeen.

Same:Eemma,Ifeellikesheshouldn'thaveababy

forthewrongreasons.

MmaTumi:Youareright,noIwillhandleher.

Shesaidgoodbyeandleft.MmaTumiclickedher

tongueandshookherhead.

Thesamedaylaterthatnight

Tsala:(Texting) youjustwantmeto

comeoverkamoso.

Mox:Noseriousthemoreyouhavese*youstartto

enjoyandorgasm.

Tsala:Eheee!

Mox:Youcanaskaround.



Tsala:HahahaIknow,thoughitwasmyfirsttime

anditwaspainfulIstillenjoyed.Itwasspecialand

weconnectedmorethanwehaveeverbefore.

Mox:True,Iloveyou

Tsala:Iloveyoumore!Wewilltalktomorrowletme

sleep.

Mox:Goodnightbabe!

Sheputthephonedownandsmiledpullingthe

sheetaboveherhead.

Thesamenight..

MmaTumigotintobednexttoherhusbandand

sighed.

RraTumi:Whatisit?

MmaTumi:NothingIamjusttiredakerejaanongi



doallthehousechoresalone.

RraTumi:Mmmh!

MmaTumi:KantethatboyIssack,whatdoeshedo

foraliving?

RraTumi:HejustcompletedhisDegreeheis

lookingforajobnow.

MmaTumi:Ehe,howold?

RraTumi:Ithinktwentytwotwentythree,whyallthe

questions.

MmaTumi:Doeshewanttogetmarriedorhis

parentswanthimtogetmarried?

RraTumi:Whyallthesequestions?

MmaTumi:Ideservetoknowifheisgoingtomarry

mydaughterakere.

RraTumi:You?

MmaTumi:WhatIamnotallowedtochangemy

mind?

RraTumi:Whynow,whathappened?



MmaTumi:Nothing,Iwanttoknowtheyoungman

whoisgoingtomarrymydaughterthat'sall.

RraTumi:Godworksmiracles.

MmaTumiswitchedoffthesidelampandwentto

sleep.

TheFollowingMorning

Samewavedforataxiandgotinside,immediately

Tsala'scallcamethrough."Ijaaa"shesaidandhung

uponherthensentatext"AtWork"

Tsala:(Text)Okaynkadimahundredandfiftypula

themma.

Same:Ileftthemoneyathome.

Tsala:Icangotakeit,Iwanttotakeoutmymanfor

lunch.



Sameputherphoneinherbagignoringher.

MeanwhileTsalawaitedforareplyandgaveup.

Shesentherotherbrotheratext"Ntueleebilemake

ittwohundredpula"

AtWork

Samesatdownputtingonhershoesandshefelta

biglumponherthroat.Shetookoutherphoneand

dialedMox.

Mox:Hello!

Same:Ihavebeenwaitingforyourcallsince

yesterday.Ievensentyoudisms.

Mox:Oh,Itotallyforgot,canwemeetwhenyou

knockoff.



Same:Okay!IwilltellyouwhenIknockoff.

Mox:Sure!

LaterthatAfternoon

AtBusyCornerRestaurant

SameandMoxlookedatthemenuanddecidedto

ordersomechipsandripswithsaladsanddrinks.

Waiter:It'sgoingtobetwohundredandsixteen

pula.

Tsala:Areweallowedtobringourowndrinks

becauseyourdrinksareexpensive.

Mox:Hahababe!

Hetookouthundredpulaandtoppeduponthetwo

hundred.



Tsala:WhatIembarrassedyou?

Mox:Hahahano,thanksfortakingmeout.

Tsala:Youarewelcomebutstill(pickedupthe

menu)fifteenpuladrinkthatwebuysevenpula,we

couldhavewalkedtotheshopsandboughtsome.

Mox:Hahaha!

HereachedforTsala'shandandputhisfingers

betweenhers.

Mox:Youarebeautifuldoyouknowthat?

Tsala:Thanks!

Mox:Weshouldtakeaselfie.

Shesmiledandpushedbackherbraids,Moxwent

tositbyhersideandtheytookafewselfiesbefore

theirfoodarrived.



Tsala:Mmmhlooksandsmellsdelicious.

TheystartedeatingwhileMoxtoldheraboutvarsity

life.Mox'sphonerangandheignoreditputtingiton

silent.

Tsala:Kemang?

Mox:KeboReggie,theyprobablywantustogo

drink.

Tsala:Isthatallyoudowhenyouarewiththem?

Mox:Nobutit'stheholidaysakere.TodayIjust

wanttospendsometimewithmyBabe.

Tsalasmiled.

Mox:Mybrotherisleavingtomorrowebilesoitis

goingtobejustmeandyou.



Tsala:Imadeaplanforusebile,mybrotheragreed

goreIcangospendtheweekendatSame'sHouse

akereItoldhimthat'swhereIwillbegoing.

Mox:Mmmhsowewillbetogetherthewhole

weekend?

Tsala:Mmmh!

Mox:Wholeweekend?

Tsala:Hahayes,stoplookingatmelikethat,yes

wholeweekend.

Mox:Okay,waitwon'ttheygolookforyouat

Same'sHouse?

Tsala:Nope,mybrotherisnotlikemydad,heis

cool.

Mox:Okay!

AtMmaTumi'shouse

Shesatonthebedlostinherthoughts,shedidn't

knowwhattodo,shefelthopelessasamother.



RraTumi:Iamgoingtochurch.

MmaTumi:Okay!

RraTumi:Warewhat'swrongyouarenotyourself

kana.

MmaTumi:It'snothingmaybeIamcomingdown

withfluebecauseIhaveaheadache.

RraTumi:IwillpassbytheParmacyandgetyou

something.

MmaTumi:Thankyouhoney.

RraTumiturnedtoherandsmiled.

RraTumi:Youhaven'tcalledmehoneyinavery

longtime.

MmaTumi:Hahayouarestillmyhoney.

RraTumismiledandkissedherthenheleft.



MmaTumidialedSame'snumberthenshehungup.

LaterthatEvening

ThetaxidroppedSameoffattheschoolgatewhere

Moxwaswaitingforher.Shepaidandwalked

towardshim.

Same:Hey!

Mox:Hi.

Therewaslittleawkwardmoment.

Mox:Wareng?

Same:Mmmhmmmh!

Mox:Ihavetotellyousomething,Idon'tknowif

Tsalahasalreadytoldyou.

Same:Toldmewhat?



Mox:I..SoTsalaandIfixedthings.

Same:Oh!Goodforyou.

Mox:Areyouupsetwithme?

Same:WhywouldIbe?

Mox:Becauseofwhathappenedtheotherday.I

wouldn'thave,Imean..YouandTsalaarefriends

and..

Same:That'swhywehavetotellherwhat

happenedbetweenus.

**

**

**
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Same:That'swhywehavetotellherwhat

happenedbetweenus.

Mox:Whatno!

Same:Why,youguyswerenottogetheratthetime

akere.

Mox:Wecan'ttellherthat,canthisbeourlittle

secretplease,Iambeggingyou.IloveTsalaandI

don'twanttocallwhathappenedbetweenusa

mistakebecauseitwasnotbutifTsalafindsout

aboutthiswearebothgoingtolooseher.

Same:..

Mox:Please,canwepretendlikeitneverhappened.

Same:Okay!

Mox:Thankyou!I..Ihopeyoudon'thateme.

Same:NowhywouldI?

Mox:Thanks!Letmewalkyoutothetaxistop.

Same:Sure!



Theysilentlywalkedtothetaxistopwithneither

sayinganythingtoeachother.

Mox:Shapoakere.

Same:Shapo!

ShegotinthetaxiandMoxturnedbackgoinghome.

Samelookedoutsideandtearsrangdownher

cheeks,yetanotherdissapointment.

Driver:Oshapo?

Sheknodherheadwipinghertearsbutthey

wouldn'tstop.

Driver:Abeautifulgirllikeyoushouldnotbecrying

forboys,thereisplentyoffishinthesea.



Samewipedhertearsandclearedherthroat.

Driver:Gapeheisugly.

Samefoundherselflaughing.

Driver:Youweredoinghimafavour.Hewillnever

dateabeautifulgirllikeyoueveragaininhislife.

Samelaughedagain,hewasright,shewasway

prettierthanTsala.

TheFollowingDay

Tsalapackedjustadressandapanty,her

toothbrushandwashingraginherhandbagand

wenttothesittingroomwhereherbrotherandwife



were.

Same:Iamgoing.

Tumi:Youwantmetodropyouoryouwillgetataxi?

Same:Iwillgetataxi.

Tumi:Okayshapo.

Same:Bye!

SheleftdialingMox,sheclosedthegateand

walkedalongtheroadwaitingforhimtopickup.

Mox:Heybabe!

Same:Hey,Iwillbethereintentofifteenminutes.

Mox:Okay,Iamcooking.

Same:Hahawhatareyoucooking?

Mox:It'sasurprise.

Same:Hahaokaydon'tshowerwithoutme.



Mox:Iwon't.

Same:Shapo.

ShehungupanddialedSame.

Same:Hello!

Tsala:Hey,IamonmywaytoMox'shouse.

Same:Okay,don'tmakebabies.

Tsala:Hahano,Iamoverthat.

Same:Havefun.

Tsala:Iplantohaha!Shapotaxikeye.

Shehungupandgotinthetaxi.

AtMox'shouse

Henicelydishedupintwoplatesthenheputthe



foodintheoven,hecleanedthekitchenandmade

sureeverythingwasokay.Minuteslatersomeone

knockedonthedoor,hewenttoopenandsmiledat

hisgirlfriend.

Tsala:Heeey!

Moxpressedhislipsonhersandclosedthedoor

behindher.

Tsala:Itsmellsnice..

Mox:MmmhIcookedforyoubabe!

Tsala:Areyousureyourbrotherwon'tcomeback

and..

Mox:Hahano,healreadyarrivedebile.

Tsala:Okay,lockthedoor.

Moxwenttolockthedoorandkissedherthenhe



carriedhertothebedroom,helaidheronthebed

and..****

AtMmaTumi'sHouse.

MmaTumi:IwillusemycarbecauseIwanttopass

somewherebeforechurch.

RraTumi:Okay!

RraTumileftandshedialedTsala.

AtMox'shouse

Moxslowlypulledoutandreachedforatoiletpaper,

heremovedthecondomandlaidonthebednextto

Tsalawhohadherhandsonherface.

Mox:What?



Tsala:Nothing.

Shepulledupthesheetcoveringherupperbody.

Mox:Babedon'tbeshy.

Tsala:Iamnotshy.

Hepulledthesheetandsheclosedherlegs.

Mox:Howwasittoday?

Tsala:Wasn'tpainfullikemaloba.

Mox:See,Iwasn'tlying.

Tsala:Yeah.

Shelaidherheadonhischestandplayedwiththe

littlehaironhisstomachwhenherphonerang.



Tsala:Shitit'smymum.

Mox:Actnatural.

Sheclearedherthroatandpickedup.

Tsala:Hello!

MmaTumi:Hi,whereareyou?

Tsala:Whatdoyoumean?

MmaTumi:IambyTumi'sHouseakereandthereis

noonehome.

Tsala:IwenttoSame'sfortheweekend.

MmaTumi:Okay!

Tsala:Didyouwantsomething?

MmaTumi:No!Bye!

ShehungupanddialedSame.



Same:Hello!

MmaTumi:OkooTsala?(IsTsalathere?)

Same:Nnyaamma!(NoMa'am)

MmaTumi:Shewenttoherboyfriend?

Same:Eemma!(Yesmaam)

MmaTumi:Iamdrivingtoyourhouseyouwilltake

metoher.

Same:Eemma!

ShehungupandpagedTsalathensheputher

phoneonflightmode.Sheremoveditafterfive

minutesandpagedagainthensheputitbackon

flightmode.

InonlyherpantiesandbraTsalapickedupher

phoneanditwasanothermissedcallfromSame,

shetriedtocallherbuthernumberdidn'tgo

through.



Mox:Oshapo?

Tsala:Yes!

Sheleftthephoneonchargerandwenttothe

sittingroomwhereshesatdownandMoxgaveher

theplatewithtwoforksthenhewenttogetdrinks.

Mox:Wewilleattheotherplatelaterifweare

hungry.

Tsala:Okay!

Moxsatnexttoherandkissedherbeforethey

startedeating.

Mox:Soyouwillbestayingoncampusor?

Tsala:(Mouthful)Campus.

Mox:Okay!Sohowarewegoingtodoit?Youvisit

oneweekendnnatheotherweekend.



Tsala:Yes,thefirstweekendandthelastweekend

ofeverymonthsothatwecanfocusonschoolthe

othertwoweekends.

Mox:Okayfairenough.

Tsala:Thenwe..

Acarparkedoutsideandtheylookedateachother.

Tsala:Yourbrother..

Mox:Noitcan'tbehim.

Hestoodupandwenttolookoutthewindow.

Tsala:Whoisit?

Mox:Shitit'syourmotherandSame.

Tsala:(Panicked)Mama?



Shelookedanditreallywasthem,sherantothe

bedroomandquicklyputonhertop.

MmaTumiknockedonceandtriedtoopenthedoor.

MmaTumi:Openthisdoor.

Moxlookedathisbedroomdoor.

MmaTumi:Ifyoudon'twantmetobreakdownthis

dooropenit.

Shesaidknockingharder,Tsalacamefromthe

bedroomfullydressed.Moxopenedthedoorand

steppedback.MmaTumiwentinsideandlookedat

Tsala.

Tsala:Mama!



MmaTumi:(Furious)IsthisSame'splace?

Tsalalookeddown.

MmaTumilookedatMoxthenatTsala.

MmaTumi:Youbetterarrivewithmeatthecarif

youknowwhat'sbestforyou.

Sheturnedaroundandleft,TsalalookedatMox

thenshewenttogetherbagandfollowedher

Mothertothecar.ShesatatthebackwithSame

andnoonesaidanything.Tsalaputherphone

betweenherlegsandcoveredherface.MmaTumi

droppedSamebythegateatherhouseandleft.

Sheparkedinfrontoftheirhouseandturnedto

Tsala.

MmaTumi:Iamdissapointedinyou.



Tsala:...

MmaTumi:Iamveryverydissapointedinyoutota

ngwanaka.Youareprovingyourfatherright

everytime,kegobuelalelajang?

Tsala:Wedidn'tdoanything.

MmaTumi:NowIunderstandwhyyourfatherwants

togetyoumarriedbecausekeabonaOtsilegonna

aproblem(Iseeyouaregoingtobeabigproblem)

Tsala:..

MmaTumi:Ihaveraisedfourboysandneitherof

themgavemeproblemlikeyou.

Tsala:KanalennaIhavefeelings,youaretheone

whosaidIshouldmakemistakeswhyareyou

angrynow?

MmaTumi:Osekawankarabisaketenegileketago

gasampama.

Tsala:Ican'twaittogotoschoolawayfrom

everyoneanddowhateverIwant.



Shesteppedoutofthecarandslammedthedoor.

MmaTumi:Tsalayame!

Sheopenedthehousedoorandwentstraighttoher

bedroom."Gawankgolega"MmaTumisaidopening

thedoor."Iwillbeatyousomuchyouwillthinkgore

Iamnotyourmother,youwillthinkIhateyou,you

areawomankoboifaolongnotinmyhouse"she

saidstandingoutsideTsala'sbedroomdoor.

MmaTumi:Iwillbeatyou,hard,veryhard.Iwillbeat

youlikeIambeatingsmallchild.

Sheclickedhertongueandleft.

InTsala'sbedroom



Tsala'sphonereportedansmsfromSame.

Same:Itriedtocallyou!

Tsala:YeahIsawthemissedcalls,Itriedtocall

backbutyournumberdidn'tgothrough.

Same:Sorrygoraaitwasthenetwork,she

threatenedtobeatmeifIdidn'tshowherwhereyou

weregapeIcouldn'tlieinfrontofmymumkere

youarecomingforasleepoverkeitsegoreyouare

not.

Tsala:It'sfine.

Same:Sorry!

Tsala:Iamscared,Idon'tthinkIwillseeMoxagain.

Same:Sorrybabes!

MonthsLater..

**



**

**
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MonthsLater..

SamewalkedbehindTsalasmilingwithherphone

whileTsalawalkedaroundtheshopnotsurewhat

tobuy.SheturnedtoSameholdingatwopieceof

pyjamas.

Tsala:And?

Same:Theyarebeautiful,warewhydon'tyougo

buyinGaboronehelaonce,theclothesthereare



beautifulgapetherearelotsofshops.

Tsala:Akere!

Sheputthepyjamasbackandpickedupabare

backcroptop.

Tsala:Thisisbeautiful.

Theywenttopay.

Cashier:Youcanbuytwoforseventypulait's

today'sspecial.

Tsala:Ohokay,samecolour?

Cashier:No!Youcanpickadifferentcolour.

Tsala:Whichcolourdoyouwant?

Same:Huh?



Tsalasnatchedherphone.

Tsala:Obusylemangneh?

Shereadthetextsandsmiledshakingherhead

thenshegaveSameherphoneback.

Same:Yourememberhim,hewasinthesame

classleboMox,he..

Tsala:Heonceaskedmeout.

Samekeptquiet.

Tsala:Whichcolourdoyouwantgatwetwofor

seventypula.

Same:Ialreadyhavethistop.

Tsala:IguessIwilljusttakethiscolourthenand

havethemdiletwo.



Shewenttopayandtheyleft.

Tsala:SoOtsenakoUB?

Same:Akereyouknow.

Tsala:Uhu?

Theycrossedtheroadovertotherestaurant.

Tsala:Whyareyoubeingrude?

Same:Didyoureallyhavetomentiongoreheonce

askedyouout.

Tsala:Buthedid.

Same:Mxm!Wenakegore...Agggwabora.

Tsala:Okayfineheneveraskedmeout,Iwaslying.

Samekeptquiet.



Tsala:Ididn'tknowitwasgoingtobeabigdeal.

Same:...

Tsala:IamsorryIdidn'tknowitwasgoingto

offendyou.

Same:It'sfine,youcanorderIhavelostmyappetite.

Tsala:Metoo,wecango.

Theyleftwithneithersayinganythingtotheother.

Same:Shapo!

ShesaidgettinginataxiandTsalagotinataxithat

wasgoingherroute."Iamsorry,nekesarekeago

borisa"shesentthesmstoSamebutshedidn't

reply.ThetaxidroppedofTsalaatherhouseand

shepaidthentooktheplasticbagandwenttothe

house.



MmaTumi:Aobutyouarecomingbackempty

handed!

Tsala:Aaah,therewasnothingtobuyIwillbuyin

Gaborone.

MmaTumi:Okay!Ididn'tcookbut..

Tsala:Iamnothungry.

Shewenttothebedroomandtriedonhertopsthen

shetooksomeselfiesandsenttoMox.

AtSame'shouse

Ditshegoopenedthedoorandgotinsidethehouse

rubbingherhandstogether"Thisyear'swinteris

comingtoostrong,byJulywewillbefreezing"she

saidsittingdown.



Ditshego:Whereareyourlittlesisters?

Same:Theywenttothetuckshop.

Ditshego:Okay,whathaveyoucookedIamstarving.

Shestoodupandopenedtheovenwherethey

normallykeepherfood.Samesmiledwithher

phoneandputherlegsupthewall.

Same:Youstillrememberthat? Thatwas

threeyearsagokana.

Leeto:Yes,noyoulookedbeautifulmona,Iwanted

totalktoyoubutyouwerealwaysseriousgore,

everyguywasscaredofyoukana.

Same:Sheee!Kanammethat'smyfaceit'snotlikeI

amrude.

Leeto:Youshouldsmilemoreoftentoshowoffthat

beautifulsmile.

Samesmiled.



Same:SoyouknowTsala?

Leeto:KantesheandMoxarestilltogether?

Same:Yes!SohaveyoueveraskedTsalaout?

Leeto:ShesaidIdid?

Same:Haveyou?

Leeto:Hahahayeswhenyouguysstartedformfour.

Same:Ehee,Ithoughtshewasmakingitup.

Leeto:

Theycontinuedchatting.

AtMmaTumi'shousethesamenight.

Tsala:IamgladIsentmybagswithAuntymaloba

nowIonlygettotakemyhandbagandasmallbag.

MmaTumi:Ihopeyouaregoingtocomebackwith



adegreenotababy.

Tsala:Mistakeshappen.

MmaTumi:Wellyoushouldnotletthosemistakes

happen.

Tsalaignoredhermotherandcontinuedpacking.

MmaTumi:Promisemeyouwillbehavewell.

Tsala:IpromiseIwillbehavewell.

MmaTumiclosedthedoorandgaveherapacketof

contraceptivepills.

MmaTumi:Here,childrenareablessingbutit's

importanttohaveachildwhenyoucanaffordone,

inastablerelationshipifnotaftermarriage.

TsalasmiledandhuggedherMother.



MmaTumi:Alwaysuseacondombecausethese

pillswon'tstopyoufromgettingHIV.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaTumi:IknowyouthinkIambeinghardonyou

butit'sbecauseIloveyouandIwanttoseeyou

kamosoasarespectablewomanwhoholdsabig

positioninthiscountry.YouaregoingtoGaborone

andtherewon'tbemeoryourfathertotellyouwhat

todosoIwantyoutoalwaysrememberwhoyou

areandwhereyoucomefrom.

Tsalaknodherhead.

MmaTumi:Promisemeyouwillbehaveandfocus

onschool.

Tsala:Iwill.

MmaTumi:Thankyou,ifyoucomebackwithababy

wearenamingherdegree.



Tsala:Hahaha.

MmaTumicrossedherfingers.

MmaTumi:Youwillsee.

Tsala:IpromiseIwillbehaveandcomebackwitha

realdegree,childlessandwithmydignityintact.

MmaTumi:That'smygirl.Didyoupackeverything?

Theycheckedifshepackedeverythingthenputthe

bagnicelyawaitingherlongjourneytoGabsthe

followingday.

***

Tsalawokeuparoundfourandwenttoshower.By

halfpastfiveshewasinthefirstbusthatusedthe

LehlakaneroadtoGaborone.Shegavehermother

onelasthugbeforethebusleft.Shewatchedher

waveatheruntilthebusleftthebusrank,sheput



onherheadsetsandsmiled,finally,thefreedom

thatshehadalwayswanted."Reshapoakere?(we

arecookright?)Iloveyou "shesentthetextto

Same.

Thesamemorning

SamesmiledreadingthetextandrepliedTsalawith

heartemojis.Shewalkedalongthegravelandthere

wasnotaxicomingandshewasgoingtobelate,

herbosshatedlatemorethananything.

ARunXdroveslowforherandthedriverrolled

downthewindow.

Him:Let'sgogatwethePolicehavearrestedtaxi

drivers.

Same:What?



Sheopenedthebackdoor.

Him:Comesitatthefront.

Same:Iamfinehere.

Shesaidclosingthedoor.Themanlookedather

andsmiled.

Him:Youarebeautifultodoyouknowthat?

Same:Thankyou!

Him:Youarewelcome.Whereareyougoing?

Same:NewmallbutyoucandropmefaoldmallI

willwalk.

Him:Oh!IamJacob.

Same:I..IamGorata.

Him:Great,youarebeautifulGorata,canIhaveyour

number?

Same:Idon'thaveaphone.



Theybothlaughedbecauseshewasholdingthe

phoneinherhand.

Jacob:Wagana?

Same:It'snotmine.

Jacob:Eheee!

Same:Whydoyouwantmynumber?

Jacob:BecauseIwanttogettoknowyou.

Same:Ehe!

Jacob:So?

Same:GivemeyournumberIwillcallyou.

Jacob:Noyouwon't.

Same:IwillwhenIbuyaphone.

Jacob:OkaycanIbuyyouaphonethen?

Same:Sheee!

Jacob:Akereyousayyoudon'thaveaphone.



Same:Buyitformeee!

Jacob:Okay!

Hedroppedheroffatworkandsteppedout.

Jacob:Whatkindofaphonedoyouwant?

Same:Anything!

Jacob:OkayIwillbringitkalunchtime.

Same:Okay!

Jacob:Kantenemmaareyougoingtomakeme

buyaphonehelajustbecauseyoudon'twantto

givemeyournumber?Letmebuyyournumberee.

Same:Okay!

Heopenedhiswalletandgaveherfivehundred

pula.Same'seyespopped.

Same:Justformynumber.



Jacob:WhatchoicedoIhave?

Shesmiledandtookhisphone,shesavedher

numberandgavehimbackthephone.

Same:IamSamenotGorata.

Jacob:Hahaha,okay,whendoIcall?

Same:Aftertwoandnotafterninebosigo.

Jacob:Great,letmegobeforeIamlate.

Same:Shapo!

Shewentinsidetherestaurant.

AtPalapyelaterthatafternoon

Tsalaboughtfriedchicken,somechips,pizzaand

burgerswithdrinksforherandMoxthenshedialed

hisnumberwhilewalkingtothestoptogetaCombi



toCampus.Mox'sphonerangunanswered.She

decidednottosendatextsinceshewantedto

surprisehim.

AtCampus

Moxputhisbagsdownandlaidonthebedlooking

upattheceiling,hetookouthisphoneandhehad

onemissedcallfromTsala,justashewasaboutto

callherKesegocameinandclosedthedoor.

Kesego:Babe,safeperiodyaija!

Moxlaughedandputthephonedown,Kesegogot

ontopofMoxandtheystartedkissing,heremoved

herclothesandshehelpedhimoutofhis.He

tossedheronthebedandkissedherwhilehe

playedwiththedi**headonhercli*.

Kesegomoanedsoftlyandkissedhisneck"Iwant

tobeontop"shewhisperedinhisear.Moxlaidon



thebedandshesatslowlyonhishardere**d***

withhereyesrollingandhandsonherbreaststhen

shestartedgoingupanddown.Moxreachedfor

herwaistsandhelpedhergoupanddownthenthe

dooropened.Theboxofpizzaandplasticofdrinks

felldownfromTsala'shands.

Mox:ShitBabe!F***

HesaidtryingtogetKesegooffhim.

Kesego:(Withhereyesclosed)Yesamcumming,

amcumming!

**

**
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Mox:ShitBabe!F***

HesaidtryingtogetKesegooffhim.

Kesego:(Withhereyesclosed)Yesamcumming,

amcumming!

Mox:F***

HestoodupwithKesegoontopofhimandputher

down.

Kesego:Babe!



TsalalookedatMox'serectpe***,hewasn'teven

wearingacondom.

Mox:Babe!

Tsalajustlookedathim,Kesegograbbedher

clothesandlookedatMox.

Kesego:Iwillbeinmyroom.

ShetriedtopassbyTsalaandshegrabbedherby

herpuffpushingherbackinsidetheroom.

Tsala:Didn'thetellyouhehasagirlfriend?

Kesego:Heemmaweee!

ShetriedtojumponTsalabutMoxquicklygot



betweenthemandpushedherback.

Mox:Wewilltalk!

Tsala:Didn'tyoutellheryouhaveagirlfriend?

Mox:BabeI..

Shepickedupthedrinksandthrewathim.

Tsala:Didn'tyoutellheryouhaveagirlfriendyou

dog?

Mox:Babe,babe!

Hesaidwalkingtoherandpinnedherhands

againstthewall.Kesegoquicklygrabbedher

clothesandranoutside."Leaveme"Tsalafought

withMoxandheletgoofher.Shereachedforthe

stapleronthetableandthrewitathim.



Tsala:Whyareyoucheatingonme?

Mox:Babestopyouwillhurtme.

Tsala:(Snapped)Idon'tcare,why?

Mox:Iamsorry!

Shesatdownontheotherbedcrying.Moxreached

forhisboxersandputthemonthenhepickedup

thefoodandputonthetablebeforehelockedthe

door.HesatnexttoTsalaandtriedtohughim,she

pushedhimback.

Mox:Iamsorry!

Shecontinuedcryingcoveringherfacewithboth

hands.Moxrubbedhisfacethenhestoodupand

putonhisboxers.

Mox:Babe!



Tsala:..

Mox:BabeIamsorry,I..Imadeamistake.

Tsala:Didyoufallintohervagina?

Mox:..

Tsala:Howlonghaveyoubeencheatingonme?

Mox:...

Tsala:IaskedyouhowlongMoemedi?Legone

withoutacondom?

Mox:Iamsorrybabe.

Tsala:Howlong?

Mox:Wemeetjustlastweekand..Itwasthefirst

timekerobalaleene.

Tsala:Andyoudidn'tuseacondom!

Mox:...

Tsala:WhatifshehasdiSTIorHIV?

Mox:...

Tsala:Callherandtellherit'sover.



Mox:Wearenotinarelationship,we..

Tsala:Isaidcallherandtellherit'soverorelseI

amleavingandyouwillneverhearfrommeagain.

Moxpickeduphisphone,helookedatTsalaand

dialedwrongnumberthenheimmediatelyhungup.

Mox:BabeI..

Tsalastoodupabouttoleave,Moxgrabbedher

hand.

Mox:FineIwillcallher.

Shefoldedherarmsandlookedathim,hedialed

Kesego'snumberwhichwassavedas"Licky"Tsala

chuckledandlookedathim.



Tsala:Putonloudspeaker.

Heputonloudspeakerasitrang.

Kesego:Isshegone?

Mox:Hi,yes.

Kesego:ShouldIcomeback,kanaIwasaboutto

cum.

Mox:It'soverbetweenus.

Kesego:Hahahadidshetellyoutocallmeandtell

meitsover?

Mox:Nokaresheisnothere,Iamsayingthison

myown,itsoverbetweenus.Idon'twanttohurther

anymore.

Kesego:Callmewhensheleaves.

Tsala:Havesomeselfrespectyouareawoman.

Moxhungup.



Mox:Areyouhappynow?

Tsala:Youaredisgusting,blockhernumberand

forwardyourphonecallstome.

Mox:AkereIbrokeupwithherwhatdoyouwant?

Tsala:Kareblockhernumber.

Shesnatchedhisphoneandenteredthepassword

whichusedtobeherbirthdaybutithadchanged.

Tsala:Unlockthephone.

Mox:Aaahheee,ifyouwanttoleavethenleave.

Tsala:Kareunlockthisphone,whatareyouhiding

inhere.

Moxsatdown.Tsalathrewthephoneagainstthe

wallscreaming,Moxstoodupandquicklygrabbed

herbythetshirt.



Tsala:Moemediyouarehurtingme.

Mox:Iwillslapyou.

Hepickeduphisphoneandthescreenwascovered

inink.

Mox:Wabonawhatyouhavedone.

Tsala:Iwouldn'thavedonethisifyouunlocked

yourphoneakere.

Mox:Mxm!

Heputonhispantsandgrabbedhistshirtand

shoesthenheleftslammingthedooronhisway

out.Tsalaclickedhertongueandsatdownonhis

bedcrying.

AtWork



SamesmiledassheattendedJacob'stable.

Same:GoodafternoonsirwhatcanIgetyou?

Jacob:Ijustwantedtoseethisbeautifulface.

Same:(Smiling)Stopyouwillgetmefired.

Jacob:CanIseeyouthiseveningwhenyouknock

off?

Same:Youcouldhavecalled.

Jacob:Andmissoutseeingthisbeautifulface.

Same:Haha,whatcanIgetyou?

Jacob:Iwishyouwereonthemenu.

Same:Hahastop.

Sheturnedaroundandgothimaglassofcoke.

Jacob:SowillIseeyou?



Same:Maybe,maybenot.

Jacob:DoIhavetopayagaintoseeyou?

Same:Yes,youcansendmoneytomynumberthen

Iwillgiveyouyouranswerafter.

Jacob:Hahaha!

Samewenttoattentanothercustomer.

LaterthatEvening

Tsalastoodupasthedooropenedanditwasjust

Mox'sroommateLawrence.

Tsala:Ohhey!

Law:Hey!

Tsala:IthoughtitwasMox.

Law:Justme.



Tsala:Mmmmh!

Shesatdown.

Tsala:Thereispizza!

Law:ElegoreMoxdoesn'tknowyouarehere?

Tsala:Hedoes,wehadanargumentandheleft.

Law:Sorry.

Hetookonesliceofpizzaandstartedeating.Tsala

triedMox'snumberagainanditstilldidn'tgo

through.

Thesameevening

Samerubbedherhandstogetherandopenedthe

car,shegotinsideandbreathedinherhands.



Same:Wowitscold!

Jacob:Really?

Same:Yeees!

Jacobgaveheraapaperbag,Samelookedinside

andsmiled.Itwaschocolatesandsomegoodies.

Same:Youdidn'thaveto.

Jacob:OkayIcantakeitbackthen.

Same:Hahahano,thanksyou!

Jacob:Youwanttogoforaridearoundtown?

Same:Okay!

Heplayedsomesongsashedrovearound.Same

lookedoutthewindowandbreathedonthewindow.

Jacob:SoSame?



Sheturnedtohim.

Jacob:WhoisSame?

Same:I..WhatdoIsaytota,nothinginteresting.

Jacob:Thereisalwayssomethinginterestingabout

someone.

Same:Hahaha,wellthereisnothingaboutme.

Wena?WhoisJacob?

Jacob:Hahahaokay,justaguyfromTonota,Iam

twentysixandIamhereworkingasaPEteacher.

Same:Oh,okay!Soyouhaveagirlfriend?

Jacob:HahawhatifIdo?

Same:Soyoudo?

Jacob:Yessheisateachertookogabs.

Same:Okay!

Jacob:What'sOkay?

Same:Imeanokay!



Jacob:Wenayouhavesomeone?

Same:No!Iamsingle.

Jacob:Youarelying,abeautifulgirllikeyou?

Same:Iamtheonemenwishtheymeetfirstbefore

theymeettheiruglygirlfriendsandwives.

Jacob:Haha!

Therewasalittleawkwardmoment.

Jacob:Sohowoldareyou?

Same:Itdependsonwhatyouwanttodowithme.

Jacob:Haha,Iwanttokissyou.

Hesaidmovingintoher.

Same:WellIamoldenough.



Hekissedherandputhishandunderhertop.

Jacob:WhatifIwantmore?

Same:(Whispered)Stilloldenough.

Jacobpushedbackherchairandgotontopofher.

Afewminutesaftermidnight

LawwokeuptoTsalasniffingandcrying.He

switchedonhisflaslight.

Law:Tsala!

Tsala:...

HegotoutofhisbedandsatonMox'sbedthenhe

pulledtheblanket.



Law:Tsala!

Tsala:HeknowsIamleavingtomorrowand..Ifhe

doesn'tlovemewhydoesn'thejustsayit?

Lawhuggedher.

Law:Maybeheisatthelibrary.

Tsala:Thistime?HeisprobablywithLickyor

whateverhernameis.

Shepulledbackherheadandwipedhertearsthen

sheleanedoverandkissedLaw,hekissedherback

andwrappedhisarmsaroundher.

Tsala:Didyoulockthedoor?

Law:Yes.



Hepickedherupandlaidheronhisbed,hegoton

topofherandkissedher,hekissedherneck

and*****

**

**
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TheFollowingMorning

Tsalalookedoutsidethewindowasthebusleftfor

Gaborone,shesmiledalonethenshecoveredher

faceembarrassed,whatdidshejustdo?Shetook



outherphoneandsentSameatext"Tsalakese

dirilemmamono"(FriendIhavemessedup)

AtCampus

LawwalkedinfromtheshowersandfoundMox

sittingonhisbed.

Law:Sure!

Mox:Sure,Tsalaleft?

Law:Yeah?

Hesaidunabletomaintaineyecontact,hereached

forhisbodylotionandandappliediton.

Mox:Whattime?

Law:GakesurewhenIwokeupshewasgone.

Mox:ShebrokemyphonemanandIknewgoreifI



comebackhereIwasgoingtoslapheraborelwa.

Law:Yeah!

Mox:Ijustdidn'twantdrama.

Law:Akere!

Heputonhispantsandreachedforhistshirt.Mox

satdownandsighed.

AtSame'shouse

Sheclosedthegateandwalkedafewmeters

beforeJacobcaughtupwithher,sheopenedthe

frontdoorandgotinside.

Jacob:Hi!

Same:Hi!

Shepulledtheseatbelt.



Jacob:Youshouldalwayswaitformeakereweare

goingsamedirection.

Same:Mmmh!

Jacob:Ican'tstopthinkingaboutlastnight,Ihave

never..

Same:ThereisthisJeanIsaw,canyoupleasebuy

itforme.

Jacob:Oh,howmuch?

Same:It'sthreehundred.

Jacob:Okaywewillpassbyafterworkakere.

Same:Oryoucangivemethemoney.

Jacob:Hahaokay!

Hetookoutthreehundredpulafromhiswalletand

gaveher.

Same:Thanks!



ShetookoutherphoneandreadTsala'stext.

Same:Heeewhatdidyoudo?

Tsala:Icheatedmaabane.

Same:Wena?(You?)

Tsala:ThefunnythingisIdon'tfeelbadaboutit.

Same:Heelang,details,withwho?

Tsala:MoxandIgotintoanargumentandheleft,I

sleptwithhisroommate.

Same:

Tsala:

Same:Iyoo!

Tsala:AndIdon'tevenfeelbadwaitse,kemono

hela.Itwasnicegape,wedidituntilweranoutof

condoms.

Same:



Tsala: ♀

SamescreenshottheconversationandsenttoMox

onWhatsApp."Don'ttellherIamtheonewhotold

you"

Sheputthephonebackinherhandbagand

breathedinherhands.

Jacob:SowillIseeyouagaintoday.

Same:Ihaveclassestoday.

Jacob:Okay,Icanpickyouupand..

Same:Iwillcallyou.

LaterthatAfternoon

WhilesheandherColleagueweremoppingthefloor

PrettywalkedtothemandtouchedDitshego's



shoulder.Sheturnedaroundandalmostscreamed,

shetouchedherchestandbreathedoutloud.

Pretty:Dumelang!

Ditshego:Hello!

Shewasthelastpersonsheexpectedtosee,she

wantednothingtodowithanythingthatreminded

herofSechaba.

Pretty:Ijustcametosayhi.

Ditshego:Ee!

Therewaslittleawkwardmoment.

Pretty:Gosiame.

Ditshego:Bye!



Sheturnedaroundandleft.

Colleague:Aowhydidyougivethepoorchildacold

shoulder?

Ditshego:Ididn't.

Colleague:Yesyoudid,thepoorgirlwasexcitedto

seeyou.

Ditshegocontinuedmopping.

AtTsala'sAunt'shouse

Aunt:Ithoughtyouweresupposedtocome

yesterday.

Tsala:YesbutIhadtoseesomepeoplefirst.

Aunt:Whoaresomepeople?

Tsala:Hahahajustfriends.



Herphonerangandsheexcusedherself.

Tsala:Hey!

Law:Hey!Arrivedshapo?

Tsala:Idid!

Law:Okaythat'sgreat.

Therewassilenceandtheylaughed.

Tsala:What?

Law:Icouldn'tlookhimintheeyesphakela.Iwas

scaredgorehewouldseerightthroughmegore

whathappenedlastnight.

Tsala:Mxmthatone.

Law:Anywaywewilltalkakere?

Tsala:Sure!

Law:Shapo!



Hehungupanddeletedthecallrecord.Moxcame

inholdingasmallphoneandLawlaughed.

Law:Theystillmakethose?

Mox:Iwenttofixscreensaphoneandbareeight

hundredsoIboughtthisphoneforthetimebeing.

Law:Howmuchisit?

Mox:Onefifty.

Law:Hahaha!

HelaidonthebeddialingTsala.Shepickedupbut

didn'tsayanything.

Tsala:...

Mox:Babe!

Shefoundherselfsmiling.



Mox:Iamsorryaboutyesterday,IwasangryandI

wasscaredgorewemightendupfightingthat's

whyIdidn'tcomeback.

Tsala:..

Mox:Babe!

Tsala:Howwouldyoufeelifyoucametovisitand

youfoundmehavingse*withanothermanthenI

leaveyoualoneinmyroomallnight?

Mox:Iamsorry.

Tsala:Noyouarenotsorry.

Mox:Iknowit..

Tsala:Iamdonewithyou.

Mox:Babe!

Tsala:Noserious,bythewaywhileyouwereout

lastnightIsleptwithsomeoneonyourbedjustto

provetoyougoreyouarenottheonlyonewho

knowshowtocheat.

Mox:Youwhat?



Tsala:Anditwasnice,hedidallthethingsyouhave

neverdonetomebefore.

Mox:IamsureitwasnotnicerthanwhenIslept

withyourbestfriend.

**

**

**
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Tsala:BythewaywhileyouwereoutlastnightI

sleptwithsomeoneonyourbedjusttoprovetoyou

goreyouarenottheonlyonewhoknowshowto

cheat.



Mox:Youwhat?

Tsala:Anditwasnice,hedidallthethingsyouhave

neverdonetomebefore.

Mox:IamsureitwasnotnicerthanwhenIslept

withyourbestfriend.

Tsala:Youwhat?

Mox:Mmmhakereit'snicewhenyousayit!

Tsala:Mxm,Samewouldneverdothattome,ifyou

thinkyouarehurtingmethen..

Hehunguponher.Tsalaswallowedhardand

calledhimbackbuthedidn'tpickup.Shecalled

Same'snumberbutitrangunanswered.

Aunt:Iamgoing,thekidswillbehomekabofour.

Tsala:Eemma.

Aunt:Thereisfoodand.

Tsala:Auntybathong,ifIamhungryIwillgointo



thekitchenandfigureoutsomething.

Aunt:Hahaokaynoshapo.

Sheleft,Tsalasatdownandtookadeepbreath,she

shookherheadnotwantingtobelievewhatMox

said.No!Hejustsaidittohurtherfeelings.

AtCampus

MoxstoodupasLawcamein.

Mox:Hey,didyousleepherelastnight?

Law:Yeahwhy?

Mox:Tsalaene,wheredidshesleep?

Law:Onthatbed.

Mox:Alone?

Law:Yesalonewhyareyouaskingme?



Mox:Justasking.

HeknewTsalawalying,theonlypersonsheknew

oncampuswashimandtherewasnowayshe

wouldsleepwitharandomguyespeciallyonhis

bed.

Law:Whydoyouask?

Mox:Nothing!

Hegrabbedhisbooksandleft.

LaterthatAfternoon

Samewalkedaroundtheshopspushingatrolley,

sheputsomevegetablesandtoiletriesthenshe

wenttopay.AGentlemanquedbehindherholding

a5Lbottleofwater.Heputthebottleonthecounter

togetherwithSame'sthingsandtookouthiscard.



Cashier:Areyoutogether?

Samelookedattheman.

Him:Yes!

Hesaidgivingthecashierhiscardthenheentered

hispin.Samesmiledputtingherthingsinthe

plasticsthenthemanhelpedher.Hetookhisbottle

ofwaterandoneofherplasticsandleft,shewalked

behindhim,heopenedtheboottohiscarandput

theminside.

Same:Sheee!

Shesaidsoftly.



Him:AkereIpaidforthem.

Same:Sheee!

Him:What?DidyouthinkIwaspayingforyou?I

don'tevenknowyou!

Same:Hahaharrawee!

Him:Let'sgoIwillgiveyoualift.

Same:Idon'tknowyou.

Him:Yetyouletmepayforyou.

Same:Youoffered.

Him:YesIamofferingyoualiftgape.

Sherolledhereyesandputtherestoftheplastics

insidetheboot,themanopenedthedoorforher

andshegotinside.

Him:IamKaone.

Same:Emma!

Him:NicetomeetyouEmma,IhavebeeninMaun



forfourdaysandthisisthefirsttimeIammeeting

abeautifulwoman.

Same:HahahahaIguessyouhaven'tbeenlooking.

Him:BelievemeIhavebeenlooking.

Same:WhatareyoudoinginMaun?

Him:Iamonatrip,keberekakoRoyalLegalLaw

firm.

Same:Oh,youarealawyer?

Him:Yes!

Same'sphonerang,shelookedatKaoneandpicked

up.

Same:HeybabesIwillcallyouback.

Tsala:Shapo!

Shehungup.



Kaone:Ihopebabeswon'tbeatmeforgivingyoua

ride.

Same:Hahahanoshewon't,thatwasmybest

friend.

Kaone:Haha,whereareyougoingIdon'tknow

Maunwell.

Same:Gothisway.

HejoinedthemainroadandSameshowedher

wheretogo.

Kaone:SoEmma!

Same:Mmmh!

Kaone:Warewherehaveyoubeenhiding,ke

seriouskanaIhaven'tseenabeautifulwomanever

sinceIcametoMaun.

Same:Haha!

Kaone:Seriously!



Same:Beenaround.

Kaone:Mmmh!

Same:Emagoneha.

Kaone:Youdon'twantmetotakeyouhome?

Same:Hahahanokeshapohere.

Kaone:Okay!

Same:Thanksfortheride.

Kaone:CanIpleasegetyournumber.

HeextendedhishandandSamenoticedtherewas

aringmarkonhisfinger.Sheenteredhernumber

andgavebackthephone.

Kaone:SowhencanIcall?

Same:Anytime.

Kaone:BecauseIreallywanttoseeyoulater,Iam

sleepingkoAllGuestsHotel.

Same:Youwillcallmethen.



Kaone:Sure!

Shesteppedoutandgotherplasticsthenwent

home.SoonassheputtheplasticsdownTsala's

callcamethrough.

Same:HeyIwas..

Tsala:DidyousleepwithMox?

Same'sheartskipped.

Tsala:Iwantyoutobehonestbecausehealready

toldmeeverything.

Same:I..Ididn'tsleepwithhim.Whywouldhesay

that?

Tsala:BehonestbecauseIalreadyknowthetruth.

Same:Whyareyouaccusingme,doyouhave

evidence?Ifyoualreadyknowthetruththenyou



knowIhaveneversleptwithhim.

Tsala:Shapoee!

Shehungup,thewaySamewasdefensiveshe

didn'tknowwhattobelieve,whatiftheydid?No

way,sheknewherbestfriendandtherewasnoway

shewoulddothat.

MeanwhileSameclickedhertongueanddialedMox.

Mox:Hello!

Same:Ithoughtyousaiditwasgoingtobebetween

uswhydidyoutellTsala?

Mox:IwilltellherIwasjoking.

Same:Fixyourmessnxa!

AttheShop



Ditshego'sheartskippedassheheardsomeone

laughinglikeSechaba,sheturnedaroundanditwas

justsomemanshedidn'tknow,shebreathedout

loudtouchingherchest.Shehadnotbeenherself

sinceshesawSechaba'sdaughtertheotherday.

LaterthatEvening

Same:Hello!

Jacob:Hey,canIseeyoujustforfiveminutes?

Same:Nokebusy.

Jacob:Ao,I..

Same:GivemefivehundredmaybeIwillcomesee

you.

Jacob:KantedoIhavetogiveyoumoneyeverytime

Iasksomethingfromyou?

Same:YesakereIamnotyourgirlfriend.

Jacob:Aomma,Idon'thavemoneyrightnowI

useditto.



Same:Savetheexplainingforyourgirlfriend,call

mewhenyouhavemoney.

ShehungupandgotinKaone'scar.

**

**

**

BEHINDCLOSEDDOORS

EPISODE19

Thefollowingmorning

Samewokeuptoherphoneringing,without



checkingwhoitwasshepickedupandputonher

ear.

Same:(Sleepy)Hello!

Kaone:Didyouseethemoney?

Samelookedatherphone.

Same:Iwassleeping,Iwillcheck.

Kaone:Eenevercallmeeveragain.

Heclickedhistongueandhunguponher.Same

wokeupandcheckedhermessagesandthemoney

wasin,allofit."Aahhh"shescreamed,thankGod

everyonehadalreadyleft.Shegotoutofbedand

wenttofixbathingwaterwhiledialingTsala.

Tsala:Hello!



Same:HowmuchshouldIblessyouwith?

Tsala:Elegorewheredoyougetmoney?

Same:Karehowmuch,asknoquestionsandhear

nolies.

Tsala:OnethousandPula.

Same:OkayIamsending.Iwillsendyoutwo

thousand,onethousandbuymesomebeautiful

clothesfromshopsthatarenotinMaun.Size

medium.

Tsala:Heeeyoufoundyourselfasugardaddy?

Same:Isaidasknoquestionsandhearnolies.

Tsala:Okayokay,justtellmegorewearenotgoing

togetintroublebecauseofthemoney.

Same:Chill,Ideservethismoney

Tsala:Okaysendthengapemmagirlsherehave

clothesbaregatella.

Same:HahaokayIamsending.

Tsala:Shapo!



Shehungupandwentintoclass,justasshesat

downthemoneyreported."Hee"shesaidsurprised

andputthephoneonsilentandputitbackinher

bag.

BackatSame'shouse

ShedialedLeetowhileshepouredwaterinthe

bathtub

Leeto:Hello!

Same:HisoIwasthinking,sinceIcan'tcomethere

becausemymumwon'tallowmehowaboutyou

comehere.

Leeto:Kesemesterendhelabecause..

Same:Icangiveyoumoneyforthebus.

Leeto:NoI..



Same:Theerra,Iwouldcometherebutmymum

won'tallowme.

Leeto:OkaynoproblemgapeIneededtogetsome

thingsthereanyway.

Same:OkayIwillsendnow.

ShehungupandsentLoetofivehundredpula."if

yougettimetodaygobuytheclothesandsendka

eveningbus"shesentTsalathetext.

LaterthatAfternoon

AtPalmTreesRestaurant

TheManagerhurriedtothegateassoonasshe

sawSame.

Boss:Same,Itoldyounottocomehereuntilyou



arehealed.

Same:Dumelang,actuallyIcametoaskforleave.

Boss:Leave?

Same:Yesforthisweekend.

Boss:Butyouknowwhatwearemostbusyon

weekendandRurihasbeenworkingyourshiftsso..

Same:OkaythenIquit.

Boss:What?

Same:Yeah!Iquit!

Sheturnedaroundandleft.TheBosslookedather

inaweandtunedhernecklookingatherasshegot

inthetaxi."Ungrateful"shesaidandclappedher

handsbeforeshewentbackinside.

Thesameafternoon

Tired,Tsalawalkedintoherlastlecturefortheday,



sheduginherhandbagforatoiletpaperthenhe

spitthebubblegumonitbeforesheputitback

insideherbag.Sheraisedherheadandhereyes

fellonhis,lookingratherelegantthatdayinformal

andawhitecoat.

Marco:Welcomeeveryonetoyourfirstclassof..

Tsaladidn'thearwhathesaidnext,shelookedat

hislipsashespoke,theyweresoftandpink.She

wonderedwhatshewasamixofTswanaandwhat

becausehewasmixed,hisshorthairwassoftand

heknewtherighthairstyleforhim.Hewasclean

tooandthevoice.Shesmiledalone.

Helookedather,Tsamewokeupfromherday

dreaming.Shelookedaroundandeveryoneinclass

waslookingather.Marcowalkedtowardsherand

raisedhiseyebrows.



Marco:AmIthatboring?

Tsala:Huh?

Hechuckledandturnedaroundgoingbacktohis

desk.

Marco:Nameandyourfavouritevegetable.

Tsala:Oh,TsalayameMopiriandmyfavourite

vegetableisum,potatoesbecauseIcanhavethem

howeverIwant,fried,mashed,boiledandbaked.

ImpressedMarcoraisedhiseyebrowsandturnedto

thenextstudent.Samesmiledandputherelbowon

thetablelookingathim.

Anhourlatereveryonestoodupandleft,she

remainedasMarcopackedhisbooksandshe

walkedtowardshim.



Tsala:Hi.

Marco:Hi,Ihopeyouarenotheretothankme

again.

Tsala:Hahahano!

Marcolookedatherandshejuststaredathim.

Marco:Tsala!

"Ireallylikeyou!"shesaidoutloudtheninstantly

regrettedit.Marcochuckledandpickeduphis

books.

Marco:Gaokakewankgonannanannakeajaga

ketshameke(Youwon'thandlemebabygirl,If***,

hard!)

**



**

**
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"Ireallylikeyou!"shesaidoutloudtheninstantly

regrettedit.Marcochuckledandpickeduphis

books.

Marco:Gaokakewankgonannanannakeajaga

ketshameke(Youwon'thandlemebabygirl,If***,

hard!)

Tsalaswallowedhardandsteppedback,hewinked

atherandpickeduphisbooksandleft.Asmuchas



thatstatementkindofscaredhershefounditdamn

sexyandturnedheron.Shesmiledandleft,justas

shewalkedoutherphonerang.

Tsala:Hello!

Mox:Hey!

Tsala:Hey!

Mox:Sohowwasyourfirstday?

Tsala:Itwasfine.

ShewatchedMarcogetinhiscaranddroveoff.

Mox:Babe!

Tsala:Wareng?(ShewrotedownMarco'splate

number)

Mox:KareareyoucomingthisweekendorIshould

comethere?

Tsala:Iwanttoseethecitythisweekend,wewill



makearrangements.

Mox:Akere.

Tsala:BabehangupSameiscalling.

Mox:Iloveyou.

Tsala:Iloveyou.

MoxhungupandTsalapickedupSame'scall.

Same:Heyotswagoreka?

Tsala:NotyetIjustcamefrommylastclass.

Same:Okaywhenwillyougobuy?

Tsala:BathongSameIhaveclassesakere,Iwill

checkwhenmylastclasstomorrowis.

Same:Okay,IammeetingLeetothisweekendandI

wanttolooknice.

Tsala:Youknowyouwouldstilllookniceevenif

youwerewearingacurtain.

Same:Haha,Iknow!



Tsala:Youaresupposedtosaythanks.

Same:IfyoutellmesomethingIdon'tknow.

Tsalarolledhereyes,sheopenedherroomandgot

inside.

Tsala:Thereisthisreallyhotguy.

Shethrewherselfonthebed.

Tsala:Hiisalecturerhere,oh!

Shecoveredherface.

Tsala:He..Iyoooo!Yeses,heiseverything.

Same:WhataboutMox?

Tsala:Whatabouthim?Iamtellingyouaboutthe



guyIdidn'tsayIamsleepingwithhim.Anyway,

wherewasI..

Same:Heiseverything.

Tsala:Ifeellikeyoushouldseehim,youwon't

understandifItrytodescribehim.

Same:Haha.

Tsala:Serious,heisheavenandIhaveabigcrush

onhim.

Same:Thengoforit!

Tsala:TherearehotgirlsinschoolIdon'tstanda

chance.BanyanabaGaboronekemakgarebemma.

Same:Youhaveavaginalikethemakere,attheend

ofthedaywhentheyhaves**theytakeoffthe

expensiveclothesandwigs.

Tsala:Aaah,whatkindofadviceisthathahaha!

Same:Maythebestvaginawin.

Theybothlaughed.Portiacameinandthrew

herselfonherbedtired.



Tsala:Letmecheckmytimetableandgetbackto

you.

Same:Okay!

Shehungupandlookedatthetaxithatjust

droppedhermother.

Same:Youarehomeearly!

Ditshego:MmmhIthinkIamcomingdownwithflue.

Same:Youwantmetogogetyousomepills.

Ditshegolookedatalltheplasticsinthemiddleof

thehouseandthenewfridge!

Ditshego:Andthen?

Same:MosimaneOmongwewassellingiton

Facebookand..



Ditshego:Themoney?

Same:I,wegotcutatworkandtheygaveusma

fivethousand.

Ditshegoopenedthefridgethatwaswellstocked

withfruitsandvegetables.

Ditshego:Ohmybaby,wenawhatdidyouget

yourself?youworkedhardforyourmoneygapeit's

winterwewouldhaveboughafridgelater.

Same:..

Ditshego:Maybeit'sagoodthingyougotcutnow

youcanfocusonstudying.

Same:Akere.

Ditshegowentaroundthefridge.

Ditshego:It'snew!Howmuch?



Same:Twothousand.

Ditshegowentthroughtheplastics.

Ditshego:Kegoreyouwastedwholefivethousand

onfood,Aongwanaka!

Shewenttothebedroom.

DaysLater

"Elegorewhydoyouurgentlywantmeinmaun?

TsalaaskedherMotheronthephoneasshewalked

behindPortiawhowaslookingatclothes.

MmaTumi:Wemissyouakere.

Tsala:AomamaIhaven'tevenbeenhereaweek.

MmaTumi:Elegorewenayoudon'tmissus?



Tsala:Ido,letmecallyouback.

ShehungupandknodherheadatthetopPortia

washolding.

Tsala:Yeahit'sbeautifulsheisgoingtoloveit.

TheyboughtafewthingsforSameandwenttopay.

Justastheywereabouttogogetacombitothe

busrankTsalasawMarco'scarparkedbythe

parkinglot.

Tsala:FriendgobacktocampusIwilltakethisto

thebusalone.

Portia:OsurebecauseIdon'tmind..

ShepointedattheMarco'scar.



Tsala:Iwanttomeetwithhim.

Portia:Whosecaristhat?

Tsala:Marco!

Portia:Lecturebae?

Tsala:Yes!

Shefixedherjacket.

Portia:Okayshapo,Ihopehedoesn'tthinkyouare

stalkinghim.

Tsala:Go!

PortialeftandTsalawaited,shewaitedforabout

thirtyminutesandasshewasabouttogoMarco

cameoutwithsomelady.Dissapointedsheturned

aroundabouttoleaveandhecalledouthername..

"Tsala"



Tsalaturnedaroundpretendinglikeshehadnoidea

whojustcalledher.Marcohuggedtheladyhewas

withandsheleft.Tsalaslowlywalkedtohim.

Tsala:Hi,Ididn'tseeyouoryourcar.

Marco:Haha!

Tsala:Hi.

Marco:Hiagain.

Tsaladroppedtheplasticandrubbedherhands

together.

Marco:Itwasniceseeingyou.

Hepickedupherplasticandgaveher.

Tsala:AmIattractive,ImeandoyouthinkIam

attractive,toyou?



Marco:Hahayouspeakyourmindakere?

Tsala:Yes,so?

Marco:Youareveryattractiveandbeautiful.

Tsala:Really?

Marco:Ihavenoreasontolie.

Tsala:Eheee!

Marco:Bye!

Tsala:MaybeIwanttobef****hard!

Marcolaughedandputbothhishandsinhis

pockets.

Marco:Maybe?

Tsala:Whatdoesitmeanactually,howmany

roundsbecauseIamabiggirl.

Marco:Noyouarenot.



Heturnedaroundandgotinhiscar.

Tsala:Letmeshowyouthen.

Marcoclosedthedoorandcalledherusinghistwo

fingers.Tsalastoodoutsidebythewindow."You

aretooyoung,youcan'thandlemeandeverythingI

woulddotothatlittlebeautifulbody"

Tsala:Trymethem.

Marco:Thekindofse*Ihavewillturnyouintoase*

addict,Ican'tdothattoyou.

Tsala:ButIwantyoutodothattome.

Marco:Callmewhenyouarethirtysix.

Hestartedthecar.

Tsala:Mmmhmaybeyouarealltalkandnoaction.



Marcolaughed.

Marco:Okay!Butcallmewhenyouareoldenough

tohandleme.

Tsala:Maybeyouaretheonewhocan'thandleme!

Sheraisedhereyebrowsandfoldedherarms.

Marco:Getinsidethecar.

Tsalasmiledandgotinsidethecar.

AtSame'shouse

Shewenttothrowawaythesmallboxofpizzaand

satinfrontofthehousegoingthroughher

Facebooktimeline,shelikedaphotoofTsalaand



Portiacaptioned"Roomies"thenansmscame

through"Kedipegilemobusyasix,7668****that's

theirnumber"fromTsala."Thanks"shereplied.

AtMarco'sHouse

Tsalawalkedinbehindhimanditwascleanand

sportless.Heclosedthedoorbehindhimand

lookedatTsame,hegotalittledejavuandbreathed

inhishands.Hehadpromisedhimselfhewasdone

withanyonelessthatthirty,hedidn'twantarepeat

ofwhathappenedthelasttime.

Tsala:Yourhouseisbeautiful.

Marco:Thanks!IjustrememberedthatIhavetogo

somewhere.

Tsala:Iwillwait.

Marco:Noyouhavetogo.

Tsala:WhatI..



Marco:Please!

Tsala:Iamhereonmyownwill,youdidn'tforceme

to...

"Youdon'tknowwhatIcandotoyou!"hesnapped.

Marco:(Calm)Please!

**

**
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Marco:IjustrememberedthatIhavetogo

somewhere.

Tsala:Iwillwait.

Marco:Noyouhavetogo.

Tsala:WhatI..

Marco:Please!

Tsala:Iamhereonmyownwill,youdidn'tforceme

to...

"Youdon'tknowwhatIcandotoyou!"hesnapped.

Marco:(Calm)Please!

Tsalapickedupherhandbagandfixedherjean.

"Look"hesaidgrabbingherhand.

Marco:Ididn'tmeantoberude.

Tsala:DidIdosomething?



Marco:It'snotyou,it'sme.

Tsala:Whataboutyou?

Marco:Ireallyhavetogosomewhere.

Tsala:Iknewyouwerealltalkandnoaction.

Shewalkedtowardsthedoor,Marcorubbedhis

faceandfollowedher.

Marco:Letmedropyoubymainmall.

Tsala:Whatever.

Marco:Youdon'tknowwhatIcandotoyou.

Tsala:HowwillIknowifyoudontdoit?

Marcoshookhisheadlaughingandtheydrovein

silenceuntilhedroppedherbythemall.Tsala

openedthedoor,steppedoutandslammedit.

Thefollowingmorning



TsalawokeuptoPortiaknockingonthedoor.She

wenttoopenandgotbackintobed.

Portia:Hey!DidyouseemysmskereIwon'tbe

sleepingintonight?

Tsala:Mmmh!

Portia:Don'tjudgemeokay..Soyesterday..

Tsala:(Raisedherhead)Portiawee,doyouknow

whattimeitis?CanIpleasesleep.

Afterhearinghowrudeshesoundedsheraisedher

headagainandlookedather.

Tsala:Youwilltellmeeverythinglater.

Portia:Iwon'tbeinthemoodlater.

Shesaidtakingoffherclothesandgotintobed.



LaterthatAfternoon

Samefixedhertopthenshepulledherjeanup

coveringherbellybutton.Sheturnedaround

admiringherselfinthemirror.

Same:HowdoIlook?

Lebo:Warewhereareyougoing?

Same:Iammeetingwithafriend,ifMamacomes

backbeforemetellherIammeetingwithafriend.

Lebo:Youlookbeautifulmma!

Same:Thanks.

Shepickedupherringingphone.

Same:Hello!

Leeto:Hey,keatswamomotseng.



Same:Okaylet'smeetbythepizzahut.

Leeto:Okay!

Shehungupandputherphoneinherhandbag.

"WalkmetotheroadIwillgiveyoumoneyfor

atchar"Shesaidtoherlittlesisterandshequickly

putonhershoesandwalkedheruntilshegotataxi.

AtIHSCampus

Tsalacamebackfromlunchandthrewherselfon

thebed.Shelookedupattheceilingwondering

whatMarcomeantbyshedidn'tknowwhathe

coulddotoher.Whatcouldhepossiblydotoher.

ShegotinterruptedbyMox'sphonecallandsheput

herphoneonsilent.Shelaidonherstomachand

googled.

AtPizzaHut



LeetoopenedhisarmsandSamesmiled

dissapearingbetweenthem.Hehuggedherand

squeezedherinbeforeheletgo.

Leeto:Hi!

Same:Hi!

Shesaidshyly.

Leeto:Youlookbeautiful.

Same:Thankyou.

Theysatdownandhepickedupthemenu.

Leeto:Youwanticecream?

Same:Okay!



Hestoodupandwenttobuythemtwocupice

creams.

Leeto:Same!

Same:Eto,that'swhattheyusedtocallyouakere

backatseniorschool.

Leeto:Hahatheystilldo.Wareng?

Sheshookherheadlickingherspoon.Therewasa

littleawkwardmomentandtheybothlaughed.

Same:Youaretellingmegoreyoudon'thavea

girlfriend?

Leeto:Ihadagirlfriendandwebrokeupthree

weeksago.

Same:Eheee?

Leeto:That'swhyIaskedyoutobemygirlfriend.



Same:..

Leeto:IlonglikedyouatSeniorschool,youwere

beautifulwithshorthairand..Youarestillbeautiful

bytheway.

Same:Hahaha!

Shetookadeepbreath.

Same:Ihaveneverbeeninarelationshipbeforeso

Idon'tknowwhatpeopleinrelationshipsdo.

Leeto:Theyholdhands.

Hesaidholdingherhand.

Leeto:Andkiss!

Same:Haha!

Leeto:Thenotherthingsfollow.



Same'sphonerang,itwasJacob.

Leeto:PickupwhileIgoorderpizzaforus.

Same:Okay!

Leeto:Whatflavour?

Same:Anyaslongasitsnotmushroomand

vegetables.

Leeto:Okay!

Shepickedupthecall.

Same:Hello!

Jacob:Howmuchforyoutocomeseemetonight?

Same:Iamnotaprostitute.

Jacob:Ididn'tsayyouwere,akereyouaretheone

whosaidIshouldcallyouwhenIhavemoney.



Shehunguponhim,Jacobcalledagainandshe

blockedhisnumber.Leetocamebackandsatdown.

Leeto:Oshapo?

Same:Yes!

HeextendedhishandandSameputhersontopof

his.

Leeto:Ineedmyanswerkana.Sowhatisitgoingto

be?

Same:Yes!

Leeto:Yesyouwillbemygirlfriend?

Sheknodherheadsmiling.Leetoleanedoverand

plantedasoftkissonherlips.

AtSebegoFlats



TsalaknockedonMarco'sdoorhopingitwasthe

rightdoor.Shesteppedbackassheheard

footstepscomingthenMarcoslightlyopenedthe

door.

Marco:Tsala?

Tsala:IfIdon'tlikeitthenIwillstopandIwillnever

botheryouagain.

Marcolookedinsideandclearedhisthroat.

Tsala:NowIunderstandwhatyoumeantbyyou

fu**hard,youareintodilotsafiftyshadesakere?

Marcolaughed.

Tsala:What,maybeIwantyoutotiemetothebed



tooandf***me.

SomeonebehindMarcoopenedthedoorwiderand

Samesteppedback,itwastheladyfromyesterday.

Marco:Same!

EmbarrassedSamerandownthestairs,Marcoput

onhistshirtandtriedtorunafterherbutshewas

gone.

Gee:Whowasthatbravegirl?

Marco:Hahalongstory.

Gee:Iyooomoghelhassomeliver,Icouldneversay

that.

Shesaidsittingdownandpickedupherglassof

wine.Marcolaughedandsatdown.



Marco:Onethingabouther,shespeakswhat'sin

herheartandwhat'sonhermind.

Gee:Yooooh!

Sheturnedandlookedathim.

Gee:So?

Marco:Nothing!

Gee:Comeonyouhavebeenofferedwhatwhaton

asilverplatter,comeon.Howmanywomenwould

courageouslysaywhatshejustsaid?

Marco:Firstofallsheismystudent,sheisnota

woman,sheislikeeighteen,youknowIdon'tplay

withkids.Nevergoingbackthere.

Geesippedonherwine.



Gee:IsthisaboutRudo?

Marco:No,Icanloosemyjob,sheisachildandmy

student.

Geetookadeepbreath.

Gee:NoteveryoneisRudomyfriend.Iknowsheis

youngand..

Marco:Idon'twanttodamageher,youknowwhatI

do,youknow..

Gee:Iknow,Iknow..Lookevenifitsnotwithher

youhavetomoveonsomeday.

Marcopickeduphisdrinkandtookasip.

LaterthatEvening

Samearrivedhomeandfoundnoonehome,she



removedhershoesandthrewherselfonthebed,

shekickedintheairgigglingandcoveredherface

"BabeIhavearrivedhome"ansmsfromLeeto

camethrough."IyookennaBabe"Shescreamedin

thepillowbeforeshegotherphoneandrepliedhim.

MonthsLater!

**
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MonthsLater!



Samecountedallthemoneyshehadleftanditwas

enoughtotakehertoandbackfromGaborone.She

wentoutsidetowhereherMotherandlittlesisters

were.Shesatdownandclearedherthroatthenshe

tookoutherphoneandstartedlaughing.

Ditshego:What?

Same:It'sTsala,aresheisnotcomingforthe

independenceholidays.

Lebo:It'sfunny?

Same:NearekemochekeinGaborone.

Shelookedathermotherandshedidn'tsay

anything.

Ditshego:Mphomakemeacupofteahoo.

Same:Areshewillsendmemoneyfortransport.



Ditshego:Didn'tyoutellhergoreexamsarearound

thecornerandyouhavetostudy.

Same:AoMamaitsfortwodayshela.

Ditshego:Tsalaisatschool,wealsowantyoutogo

tovarsitygaokakewaitiakamothowhoisalready

atvarsity.

Samekeptquiet,sheknewtherewasnowayher

motherwasgoingtoallowhertovisitbutshereally

didn'twanttodissapontLeeto.Shestoodupand

wentbackinsidethehousedissapointed.

AtIHSCampus

Thestudentswentupanddownassomeofthem

wereleavingfortheindependenceholidays."What

doyoumeanyouarenotcominghome?"MmaTumi

askedTsalaonthephone.



Tsala:IhavealotofschoolworkthatIhaveto

catchupon.

MmaTumi:Tsala!

Tsala:WhatIshouldabandonmyschoolworkto

comethere?

MmaTumi:Ididn'tsaythat,kanathereissomething

importantthatwehavetotalkabout,Iaskedyouto

comehomelengntseogana?

Tsala:Mamavarsityisnotseniorschool,ifIfailone

moduleIhavetopaythousandstorewriteit,can't

youtellmeonthephone?

MmaTumi:Areyoupregnant,isthatwhyyoudon't

wanttocomehome?

Portiacameintheroomfromtheshowers.

Tsala:NoIamnot,karekebusy,okayshapoletme

dropeverythingandfail,I...

MmaTumi:Borragowanttodiscusskgangya



courtshipbetweenyouandIssack.

Tsala:Whataboutit?

MmaTumi:Theyagreedgoreyoucancourtandget

toknoweachotherbeforeyougetmarriedandI

thinkitsagoodidea.

Tsala:..

MmaTumi:Tsala?

Tsala:WhatifnnaIlovesomeonenotIssack?

MmaTumi:Akereduringcourtship..

Tsala:Youagreedtoeverything?

MmaTumi:No,Iamtheonewhosuggestedthat..

Tsala:IfIdiebecauseIdon'twanttomarryIssack

thenfineIwilldie.

Shehunguponhermotherandwipedhertears.

Portia:Areyouokay?

Tsala:Iamfine.



Portia:Youdon'tlookfine.

Tsala:Aggg!

Portiasatonherbedandhuggedher.

Portia:Whathappened?

Tsala:Agggmyparentscanbeannoyinggoremma.

Portia:Sorrybabes,Iknowwhat..

Tsala:Noyoudon'tunderstand,theywantmeto

marryamanthatIdon'tevenknow,kegorethey

dontcareaboutmyfeelings.

Portia:Iamsorry.

Tsalawipedhertearsandsniffed.

Tsala:Youneedhelpwithyourbags?

Portia:Please!



ShehelpedPortiazipherbagthenshesatonher

bed.

Portia:Wecangotomyhometogetherifyoudon't

mind.

Tsala:Hahanokeshapogapeit'snotlikeIwillbe

aloneakere.

Portia:Yeah,okaywalkmetothegate.

SheputonherflipflopsandwalkedPortiaoutside

thegatetothecombistop.

Tsala:Bringmesomethingfromhome.

Portia:Engtota?

Tsala:Hahahaanything.

Portia:Okay!



Theywaitedafewminutesforthecombithenthey

saidgoodbye.Herphonerangasshecrossedthe

roadbacktocampus.

Tsala:Hey!

Same:HeywapalammaDitshego,Idon'tthinkIwill

come.IamgoingtodissapontBabe!

Tsala:Justcomeit'snotlikeshewillbeatyouakere

whenyougoback.

Same:Haha!

Tsala:Shewilljusttellyouhowdissapointedsheis

inyouandthatifyouhaveachildshewon'ttake

careofit.

Same:Hahaha!Youarebadinfluencegoremma.

OkaythenIwillbeintheeveningbusgoraaIwillbe

theretomorrowmorning.

Tsala:Okay!

Same:NoshapoIwillcallyouifIhavemanaged.



Shehungupandpackedafewclothesinherstylish

backpackthenshethrewthebagoutsidethrough

thewindow.

BoredTsalawenttoshowerandputinashirtdress

andsandalsthenshewalkedtoMainmall,shewent

intherestaurantandsatatthebackeatinghermeal

whilebusyusingtherestaurantWiFi.

"Iwillhaveitasatakeawayplease"sheraisedher

headassherecognisedthevoiceanditwasMarco.

Shequicklyhidherfacewiththemenu,shehad

beentryingtoavoidthemanasmuchasshecould

eversincesheembarrassedherselfinfrontofhim

butitwastoolatehehadalreadysawher.

Marco:Areyouavoidingme?

Tsala:Iseeyoueverytwodaysatschool.

Marco:MayI?



Heaskedpointingatthechairandhesatdown

beforesheanswered.

Tsala:Iactuallycameheretositbymyself.

Marco:Okay!

Hesaidstandingup.

Tsala:Iamsorryyoucansit.

Hesatdownagain.Noonesaidanythingforafew

minutesthenMarcoclearedhisthroat.

Marco:Ididn'tturnyoudownbecausethereis

somethingwrongwithyou.

Tsala:OhIknowIambeautiful.

Marco:YouareandthefirstwomanImeetwho

speakshermind.That'srare,womenwouldrather



showyousignsgoretheywantyouinsteadof

sayingit.

Tsala:Iamnotlikemostwomen,Iwasnotmade,I

wascreated.

Theaggressivenessinhertoneturnedhimon.

Tsala:Bythewayyouaremissingout.

Marco:IamsureIam.

Tsala:Haha!

Shesippedonherdrink.

Tsala:Ihavebeenmeaningtoaskkana,whatare

youamixof?

Marco:MymotherisItalianandmyfatherisblack.

Tsala:Oh!

Marco:Yeah!



Tsala:Theymadeacutebaby!

Marco:Hahahathankyou!

Tsala:Doyouhaveabrotherascuteasyou?

Marco:HahahamaybeIdo,Idon'tknow.

Tsala:Why?

Marco:MyMother...

Hekeptquietandletoutafadesmilethenhe

breathedoutloud.

Marco:Don'tworryaboutit.

Tsala:Tellme!

Marco:Idon'tliketotalkaboutit.

Tsala:Youhaveabandonmentissues?

Marcofoundhimselflaughing.



Marco:What?Youknowsometimesit'sokaynotto

saysomethingsoutloudakere.

Tsala:Iamsorry!

Marco:Youdon'tsaythattosomeone.

Tsala:Iamsorryitwasinsensitiveofme,please

forgiveme.

Marco:It'sfine,lookIhavetogo.

Tsala:IwasseriouskereIamdowntobeing

chainedandstuff.Letmegiveyoumynumberjust

incaseyouchangeyourmind.

Sheextendedherhand,Marcounlockedhisphone

andgaveher,shesavedhernumberandpaged

herself.

Tsala:Bye!

Marco:Bye!



Shewatchedhimleavethenshesmiledalone

finishingherdinner.

ThesameNight

Ditshegoclosedthewindowsandwenttothe

bedroom,thegownthatSameleftwearingwhen

shewenttobuyairtimewasonthebed."Elegore"

shepickeditupandwenttothesittingroom.

Ditshego:IsthisnotSame's?

Mpho:Didntsheleavewearingthat?

Ditshego:Shefooledus,shewenttoGaboroneafter

Itoldhernotto.

Shewenttogetherphoneanddialedhernumber.

Tsala:Mama!



Ditshego:(Angry)AfterItoldyou...

Tsala:AahmmayouwillshoutatmewhenIget

back.

Shehungupandputherphoneonflightmode.

AtCampus

Tsalawokeuptoherphoneringing,shepickedup

withoutcheckingwhoitwas.

Tsala:(Sleepy)Hello!

Marco:Iamoutside!

**
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Tsala:(Sleepy)Hello!

Marco:Iamoutside!parkedbythestop.

Tsala:Marco?

Shequicklygotoutofbedandputonadressanda

cardiganthenshewentoutside.Therewasstill

movementastheotherstudentswerenotsleeping.

Shecrossedtheroadovertothestopandopened

thefrontdoor.

Tsala:Hey!

Marco:Hey!We'reyousleeping?



Tsala:Yesit'sten,everyoneissleeping.

Marco:Notme!Youwanttogoforadrive?

Tsala:Sure!

Shepulledtheseatbeltandtookadeepbreath.

Marco:Iactuallyenjoyyourcompany?

Tsala:Icanofferyousomethingyoucanenjoy

more.

Marco:Hahaha!Areyoualwayslikethis?

Tsala:WhenIamafterwhatIwantyes.

Marco:Kemotonamogowenakana.

Tsala:Hahaha.

Marco:Noserious,IamoldenoughtobeyourPre

teenfather.

Tsala:YouwantmetocallyouDaddy?



Marcolaughedandconsentratedontheroad.

Tsala:Forsomeonewhoisintothingsyouareinto

youaretooshy.

Marco:Iamonlyarrogantinbed.

Tsala:Hahaha!

Herlaughwassoftandshort.

Marco:Wecangetsomethingtoeat.

Tsala:Okay!

Hedrovetoadriveinrestaurantandorderedchips

andchickenforthemthenhedrovetohishouse.He

closedthedoorbehindhimandremovedhisshoes.

Tsalasatdownandcrossedherlegs.

Marco:Ionlyhavecoke,doyoutakecoke?



Tsala:Yes!

Shesaidandfollowedhimtothekitchenwherehe

emptiedthetakeawaysintheplatesandpoured

themdrinks.Tsalasatonthekitchencounterand

tookachipfromherplate.

Tsala:Doyouhaveagirlfriend?

Marco:No!

Tsala:Why?

Marco:Aggg,relationshipsarehardwork,Iambusy

withsomething,Idon'twanttobeaccusedof

cheatingwhenIdon'tgivemuchattention.

Tsala:Whatareyoubusywith?

Marco:Youwanttoknow?

Tsala:Yes!

Marco:WellIjustopenedupabusiness,wesell..



Tsalaattentivelylistenedashetoldherallabouthis

business.

Tsala:Okay,soisbusinessgoodorbad?

Marco:Wejuststartedwewillseeinthecoming

months.

Tsala:Goodluck.

Marco:Thankyou.

Therewasalittleawkwardmoment.

Tsala:YouknowIamaPastor'sdaughter.

Marco:(Surprised)No!

Tsala:Hahahaserious,thatismyfathernotme.I

wanttoexperiencecertainthingsinlife,thingsthat

IcannotdoifIcarrythe"Pastor'sdaughter"tittle

withmeeverywhere.



Marcolookedather,sheputherfeetonthechair

andsippedonherdrink.

Tsala:FirstIwanttodrinkalcohol,Iwanttogoto

parties,festivals,Iwanttobeyoungandwild.Iwant

tofallinlove,Iwanttoexperiencelife.

Marco:Youthinkthat'slife?

Tsala:Areyoujudgingme?

Marco:NoIamsayingwhenIwasyoungIwanted

thatfreedomtoobutthat'snotlife.

Tsala:WellIwanttoexperienceit.IfIgetburntthen

Iwillgetburnt,youonlyliveoncekana.

Marco:Hahaha!

Tsala:Seriousmaybeit'sbecauseIwasraiseda

certainwaytoldgorehavingfunkedilotsaga

Satan.

Shehoppeddownthekitchencounterandstoodin

frontofMarco,shehelpedhimstandupthenshe



kissedhim.

Marco:Wait?

Tsala:Idon'twanttowait,comeonIknowyouwant

this.Kantewhyareyouplayinghardtoget?

Hekissedherbackandpushedheragainstthewall

aggressively,heraisedbothherhandsandpinned

themagainstthewall,Tsalabreathedoutheavilyas

hekissedherneckthenuptoherlipsandlether

handsloose"Nodon'tstop"shebeggedhim.

Tsala:Iwanttodothis.

Marco:Idon'twantyouhurtyou.

Tsala:ButIwantyoutohurtme.Hurtme.

Heopenedthebuttonsofherdress,twistingeach

buttonwithhisthumbandthirdfinger,hemovedto

thesecondbuttonthenthethirdexposingherround



breasts,hepressedhislipsonhersandpulled

downthedressfrombothshoulders,itfelldownto

herhips,hekissedherbreastbonedowntoher

stomach,hesquattedunbuttoningtherestofthe

buttonsandthedressfelldown.

Tsalainstantlyregrettedwearingthatpanty,ifshe

hadknownshewouldhaveputinsomethingnice.

Everytouchfeltlikeheaven,nomanhadevergiven

herbodysomuchattentionbefore.

Marcostudiedher,kissingthetopofhernunuupto

herbellybutton,upbetweenherbreastsuptoher

mouthwhilehecaressedherbreasts.Hepickedher

uplikeshewasapieceofnothingandputheron

hisshouldergoingtothebathroom,heopenedthe

tapandcoldwaterfellontheirnakedbodies.He

lick**hernipp***andmovedhislipsslowlydown

herstomach,Tsalaletoutasoftmoa*andtouched

hishead,heremovedherpantyandkissedherjust

abovehernunu,hetracedtwofingersbetweenher



nunuandslowlyslippedthembothinside,Tsala...

(18+Se*scenewillbepostedinthegroup)

**
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TheFollowingMorning

Samelookedoutsidethewindowasthebusarrived

atthebusrank,shetookoutherphoneanddialed

Leetowhoinstantlypickedup.



Leeto:HeyIwillbethereintwominutes.

Same:Okayyouwillfindmeinthebus.

ShehungupandasshewasabouttocallTsalaher

mother'scallcamethrough.Sheclearedherthroat

andpickedup.

Ditshego:Same!

Same:Maa?

Ditshego:Areyouthereyet?

Same:Yeswejustarrived.

Ditshego:EneTsalawhereisshe?Akeresheknows

goreit'syourfirsttimethere.

Same:Aresheisonherway.

Ditshego:Callmewhenyouarewithher,don'tgo

anywhere,thieveswillseegoreyoudon'tknow

Gaboroneandstealfromyou.

Same:Eemma!



Ditshego:Eeshapo!

Samehungupandsmiledtohowhermotherwas

worriedabouther.Shetookherbagsfromthe

shelvesandputitnexttoher,whilesheputthe

fleeceblanketshecamewithinsidesomeone

tappedhershoulderandsheraisedherhead,she

smiledlikearetardedandstoodup.

Leeto:Babe!

Sheopenedherarmsandtheyhugged.Heletgo

andgrabbedherbagforherandheldhandswalking

outside.

Leeto:DidIkeepyouforlong?

Same:No!

Leetoputthebagdownandhuggedheragainthen



heplantedasoftkissonherlips.Heheldherhand

andtheywalkedtothetaxis.

Leeto:Imissedyou.

Same:Imissedyoutoo.

Leeto:Really?

TheygotinthetaxiatthebackandSamerestedher

headinhisshoulder.

Leeto:DidyoutellTsalayouhavearrived?

Same:No,ebileIwasabouttocallherwhenmy

mumcalled.

ShedialedTsala'snumberanditrangunanswered.

Same:SheissleepingIwillcallherlater.



Shelookedoutside.

Same:Youwillshowmearoundakerelater?

Leeto:Yees!

AtMarco'sHouse

Tsalawokeuptoherphoneringing,justasshe

reachedforitthepersonhungup.Sheturnedto

Marco'ssideandhewaspeacefullysleeping,she

smiledaloneandtouchedhishair,itwasnatural

afroyetsoftsoft."Mmmh"Marcomumbledbefore

heopenedhiseyesandsmiledatTsala.

Marco:Hey:

Tsala:Didn'tmeantowakeyouup.

Marco:Mmmmh!



Hepulledherintohimandkissedher,hegotontop

ofherandkissedherneckwhilehepartedherlegs

andshewasn'twearingapanty.

Tsala:Wait,con..

Sheclosedhereyesashetracedhisthumbonher

**it,hewethisthumbwithhistongueandcircledit

aroundherbeanwhilehismiddlefingerwasinside

hernunuandhislipskissingherstomach.She

raisedherlowerbodywithhereyesstillclosed,this

wasbetterthanallthese*shehadeverhad.She

loosenedherbodyandallowedhimtodowhatever

hewantedwithherbody,herhandsgrippedthe

sheetsandsheraisedherheadtoonlyfindhim

lookingupatherwithhischinonherstomach

positionedlikealionwaitingforitsprey.Theman

wassexy,thatmomentrightthereshemadea

decision,thatwasherman!

LaterthatMorning



Leetowrappedthecondominthetoiletpaperand

pusheditbetweenthetoiletpaperrollthenhe

joinedSameinbed,hemadeherputherheadon

hisshoulderandhekissedherforehead.

Leeto:Thatwasspecial.

Same:Formetoo.

Sheclosedhereyesandwhensheopenedthem

tearsrolledthesidesofhereyes,wasitrealthat

someoneactuallylovedherenoughnottoleave

afterse*.Shesniffedandclearedherthroat.

Same:Iamstarving.

Leeto:YouwillbathkogoTsalaakere.

Same:Yes.

Leeto:Okaytellherretamochekainanhour.



Hegotoutofbedandmadehercornflakes,Same

dialedTsalaandwaitedwhileitrangunanswered

twotimes.

Tsala:Hello!

Same:Hey,Ihavearrivedkana.

Tsala:FiguredwhenIsawyourmissedcallphakela,

areyouwithLeeto?

Same:HahahayeswherelsewouldIgo.

Tsala:IamcallingDitshegoandtellingheryouare

notwithme.

Same:Aomma!

Tsala:Iamkidding,sohowfar?

Same:Babecanhearyoukana?

Tsala:Keengyoudidn'tcometolookeachotherin

theeyesakere.



Theybothlaughed.

Same:Iwillseeyouinanhour.

Tsala:Makeittwohours,Iamalittlefar,Iwilltell

youwhenwemeet.

Same:Ehe,okayshapo.

ShehungupandMoxgaveherthecornflakes.

Same:Thanks!

AtMarco'sHouse.

Tsalasteppedoutoftheshowerandwrappeda

towelaroundherself,shewentbacktothebedroom

andchangedsheets,shelookedatthestainonthe

bedandfeltembarrassed.Sheopenedallwindows

forairandletthebeduncoveredforthestaintodry.



Sheputthesheetsinthewashingmachinethen

shewentbacktothebedroom,sheopenedthe

closetandlookedinside,openedthedrawersand

twopacketsofcondomscaughtherattention."Why

didMarcolie,ordidhenotknowhestillhadsome

left?"sheaskedherself.Shereachedforoneofhis

tshirtsandputiton.

Sheheardthedooropenandshewenttothesitting

room.

Marco:Hey!

Hekissedherandtooktheshoppingbagtothe

kitchen.Heturnedtoheradsmiled.

Marco:Youlookbeautifulinmytshirt.

Tsala:Haha!



Hepickedherupandputheronthekitchencounter

thenhegotbetweenherlegs.

Tsala:Therearecondomsinyourdrawer.

Marco:Whatdoyoufeellikeeatingforbreakfast?

Tsala:You?

Marcolaughedandrinsedthepan.

Marco:IneversaidIamgoodcookbytheway.

Tsala:Okay!

Hemadeherfruitsaladtheneggbenedictwith

cheesesauce.

Tsala:Okay,fineyouarenotagoodcookee.

Marco:HahahaItoldyou.



Tsala:Areyoukiddingthisisnice.(Mouthful)

Delicious.

Marco:ThisismytogotobreakfastwheneverI

wanttoimpresssomeone.

Tsala:Areyoutryingtoimpressme?

Marco:Areyouimpressed?

Tsala:HahahaIamwithyourtonguegame.

Marco:Hahahah!

Hisphonerangandheexcusedhimself.Tsala

wonderedifhedidn'thearheraboutthecondoms

orhechoosetoignoreher.Hecamebackandsat

downfinishinghismeal.

Tsala:Isaidthereare..

Marco:Ihavetogoseeaclient,shouldIdropyouat

campusoryouwillstayhere?

Tsala:MyfriendisintownandIpromisedtomeet

withherintwohours.



Marco:Ohokay!

Tsala:WillIseeyoulater?

Marco:Iwillcallyou.

Tsala:Youdon'twanttohavese*withmeright?

Marco:What?

Tsala:Youareignoringmekeretherearecondoms

inthedrawers,youknewtheywereintherelast

nightright?

Marco:I..

Tsala:Don'tlie!

Marco:YesIknew.

Tsala:Whydon'tyouwanttosleepwithmethen?

WhatIamnotsexyenough?

Marco:Comeon,I..

Tsala:(Snapped)What?

Marco:IsaidIdon'twanttohurtyouokay.

Tsala:Whatdoyoumeanhurtme?Iamhere,hurt

methen,Igiveyoupermissiontohurtme.



Marco:(Shouting)Stop!

Hecuppedhisheadandlookedaway.ScaredTsala

wrappedherarmsaroundherself.Marcocalmed

downandturnedtoher.

Marco:Areyousureyouwantthis?

Tsala:Yes,IwouldntbehereifIdidntwantto.I

knowIamonlyeighteenbutbelievemeIknowwhat

IwantandIwantyou.Tiemetothebed,chokeme,

itsfine,Iwantitall.

Marcosmiledandbumpedhisforeheadwithhers,

hebreathedonherfaceandkissedher.

Marco:Osure?

Tsalaknodherhead.



Marco:YourememberwhatItoldyouthefirsttime

wemeet?

Hebreathedthewordsinhermouthwhilehehelped

heroutofhert-shirtleavinghernaked.

Tsala:Mmmh!

Marco:Iwasn'tjoking.

Hesaidcarryinghertothebedroom,hethrewher

onthebedandopenedhisdrawer,hisphonerang.

Marco:ShitIhavetotakethis.

Hepickedup.

Marco:Hey,ohshitcompletelyforgotIwillbethere



intenminutes.

HehungupandhelpedTsalastand.

Marco:LetmedropyouatcampusIhavetogo

collectsomething.

Tsala:Okay,willIseeyoulater?

Marcokissedher.

Marco:Yes!

AtMaun

Moxcountedfivehundredpulanotesandgavethe

manwhojustreplacedhisphonescreen.



Mox:Thankyou!

Hewalkedoutoftheshopinsertinghissimcard,

boughtdatabundlesandwaitedforthephoneto

load,heopenedhisWhatsAppandclickedon

Same'smessages.
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AtMaun



Moxcountedfivehundredpulanotesandgavethe

manwhojustreplacedhisphonescreen.

Mox:Thankyou!

Hewalkedoutoftheshopinsertinghissimcard,

boughtdatabundlesandwaitedforthephoneto

load,heopenedhisWhatsAppandclickedon

Same'smessages.Heleanedagainsttheseat

typing"Elegoregorewhatdidyousendmeand

deleted?"hesentamessageandclickedonTsala's

contacttovideocallherbutshewasn'tonline.

AtIHS

Tsalawalkedoutsideandlookedaround,she

spottedSameandLeetowalkingtowardsher.She

foldedherarmssmilingalonelikearetardlooking

atthem.



Same:Friend!

Shewentinforahug.

Leeto:Hi!

Tsala:Hi,(ToSame)andthenyourbags?

Same:Ijustcametobaththenbabewillbeshowing

mearoundthecity.

Tsala:(Whispered)GatweBabe!

Thegirlslaughed.

Same:BabeIamcoming.

Leeto:Howaboutyoucatchupforanhournyana

thenwego.

Tsala:Please!

Same:Okay!



Leetokissedherandheleft.TsalalookedatSame

andraisedhereyebrows.

Same:Whaat?

Tsala:WagogonyedisaDitshego.(Ditshegois

goingtobeatyou)

Same:HahahawhateverhappenswhenIleavehere

isfinewithme.

Tsala:Hahaha!

TheywalkedtoTsala'sroom.

Same:Sothisislifeoncampus?

Tsala:Eemma!

Same:Nextyearwewillbetogether.

Tsala:Ican'twait.



ShesatonPortia'sbedandSamesatonhers.

Tsala:Datamnyana!

Same:Hahahawheredoistart?

Tsala:Whatdidyoudowhenyouarrived?

Same:Okaysohewenttopickmeupkobusrank

thenwewenttohisroom,wetalkednyanatwo

minutesthenhekissedme.

Tsala:Mmmh!

Same:Ikissedhimbackand..Wedidit,itwas

amazinggapehewasn'trough,hekissedmethe

wholetimeliketheydomoTV.

Tsala:Didhekissyoudownthere?

Same:EwwNowhy?

Tsala:NothingIwasjustasking.

Same'sphonerang,shesmiledpickingup.



Same:Hey!Okayshapo,Iloveyoutoo.

Shehungup.

Tsala:And?

Same:NeareishouldcallhimwhenIamdone.

Tsala:Jaanongwhydidn'tyoubathgonekwa?

Same:Withboys?

Tsalacaughtuponthelatestgossipfromback

homeandtheytalkedaboutthisandthatforabout

halfanhour.

Same:Soaren'tyougoingtotellmewhereyou

wereatinthemorning?

Tsala:It'stopsecret,thesewallshaveears.

Theybothlaughed.



Same:KantewenaandMox?

Tsala:Aggg,kanaIknowgoreMoxwajolaat

PalapyeandLawalwaystellsmelennakwanoIam

doingmythingssoletitbewhateveritis,Idon't

havetheenergyforit.

Same:YooGaboronehasreallychangedyougirl,

wenatalklikethataboutMox?RraagweAndile?

(Andile'sfather?)

Theybothlaughed.

Same:Youusedtoannoymegorewhenyoucalled

eachotherthat.

Tsala:Haha,Iwasyoungandinlove,weboth

thoughtgoreitwasgoingtobelikethatforever.

LookIloveMoxbutthereisjusttoomuchfishesin

thepondandrightnowIameyingone.

Same:Tsalaaaa,don'taskhimoutwenakana,Istill

rememberwhenyouaskedMoxout.



Tsala:MathatannaIgoforwhatIwantwhileyou

girlswaitfortheguytomakethefirstmove.Ke

goreijustwantonenightwithhim,ketamolatswa

gore.

Same:Hahahahahahaheelang!

Tsala:IwanttoshowhimgoreIamnotachild,I

sawgorehisproblemishethinksIamachild.

Same:APastor'sdaughter.

Tsala:Wanyela,IwillcallDitshegoandtellheryou

arenotwithme.

Same:Sorryee!Letmegoshowermma.

Tsalagaveherherflipflopsandtowelandshowed

herwheretoshower.Shesatonherbedthinking

aboutMarcowhenMox'scallcamethrough.She

smiledandlaidonherbackbeforepickingup.

Tsala:Hello!

Mox:Letmevideocall.



Tsala:Aoyouboughtanewphone?

Mox:NoIreplacedthescreenthatyoubroke.

Tsala:Ijaa!

ShehungupandMoxvideovalled.

Tsala:Hey!

Mox:What'sthatonyourneck?

Tsala:What?

Mox:Wabona,isthatahickey.

Tsala:What?

Shestoodupandlookedatherselfinthemirrorand

itwasahickeyindeed.

Tsala:NoI.

Mox:Sothat'swhyyoudidn'twanttocometoMaun,



sothatyoucangethickies?

Tsalarolledhereyes.

Tsala:Cheatersandaccusingothersofcheating.

Mox:That'sahickey.

Tsala:Yesitissowhat.

Mox:OleBit***wena.

Tsala:Youareonlyfindingoutnow?

Mox:Ihopehegetsyoupregnant.

Tsala:Ihopeyougetallsexualtransmitted

diseasesandAidsthenyoudie.

Shehunguponhimandcheckedoutthehickey,

howcomeshedidn'tseeitinthemorning.Shetried

torubitoffbutsheonlyirritatedherskin.Same

cameinfromtheshowers.



Same:And?

Tsalaturnedherneckandshowedher.

Tsala:WhydidntyoutellmenowMoxsawit.

Same:Ididn'tseeit.

Tsala:Shit!

Same:Whatdidhesay?

Tsala:Wesaidsomeawfulthingstoeachother.

Mox'scallcamethroughagainandTsalahungup

onhim."Ihopetheygetyoupregnantwithtriplets

andleaveyou."ansmsfromMoxcamethrough.

"Justlikeyourfatherleftyourmotherwiththree

kidsandshesurvivedIwillsurvive.Yousurvived,

mykidswillsurvivetoo"sherepliedthenshe

instantlyregrettedit,shedidn'thavetohithim

whereithurtthemost.Justasshewasaboutto

textanapologyanothersmscamethrough"That's



whyIfuc***yourfriend."

TsalalookedatSamethensheputherphonedown.

SheknewMoxwasjustsayingittohurther.Same

changedintoshortsandatanktopwithsandals.

Same:And?

Tsala:Youlookbeautiful,canIaskyousomething.

Samelookedather.

Tsala:Kantewhensomeonesaysheisscaredof

hurtingyouwhilehavingse*whatcanhepossibly

do?

Same:Maybehemeansse*yamasatanistwhere

theychokeyouandtieyou.Ireadabookonce

whereagirldiedwhileshewasbeingchoked.

Tsala:It'snotsatanism.



Same:Itis,whywouldsomeonetieyouuporchoke

you.

Tsala:Maybethereismorepleasureinit.

Same:Nnaifsomeonechokesmewanyela,Iam

notgoingtodiecomitingasinnna.

Tsala:Haha!

Sameturnedaround.

Tsala:Youlookgreat.

Same:IbroughtmybestclothesIwanttolookthe

part.

ShesaidpickingupherphoneandsentLeetoatext.

FewminuteslaterLeetoarrivedandtheyleft,Tsala

lockedthedoorandlaidonthebedabouttotakea

napwhenherphonereportedatext."Iwanttomake

youCum"fromMarco.



Tsalasmiledandlaidonherstomachwavingher

feet.

Tsala:Thinkingaboutyoumakesmewanttotouch

myself.

Marco:Whatareyouwearing?

Tsala:Iwasabouttocheckthecolourofmypanties

thenrememberedIdon'thaveanyon.

Marco: Imissthewayyoutaste.

Tsalaclosedherlegstogetherandlaidonherback

smilingwhilereplying.

Tsala:Iamtouchingmyselfnowinplacesyou

wouldn'tknow.Mylegsarewideopen.

Marco:Playwithyourselfforme.

Tsala:Iamgettingwetwhyaren'tyouherenow?



Marcoreadthetextandclearedhisthroatsmiling.

Hiscousinlookedathim.

Cousin:What?

Marco:It'snothing.

Heputhisphonedownandfocusedonwhatthey

werediscussing,hisphonereportedaWhatsApp,

heopenedthephoneandawellshavednunufrom

Tsala.Heswallowedhardandputthephonedown

withoutreplying,"didhejustmeethismatch!He

thoughttohimself.

AtCampus

DissapointedthatMarcowasnotreplyingTsalaput

onherpantiesandherphonerang.

Tsala:Isaack?



Shesaidoutloudsurprisedwhyhewascallingher.
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DissapointedthatMarcowasnotreplyingTsalaput

onherpantiesandherphonerang.

Tsala:Isaack?



Shesaidoutloudsurprisedwhyhewascallingher.

Tsala:Hello!

Isaack:Hi!

Tsala:Hi!

Issack:SurprisedthatIcalledyou?

Tsala:Yes,zup?

Issack:IamcomingtoGaboronetomorrow

morningbecauseIhaveaninterviewonTuesday

andIwashopingwecanmeet.

Tsala:About?

Isaack:Wecan'tdiscussitonthephone.

Tsala:..

Issack:Please!

Tsala:Finejusttellmewhereandwhen.

Issack:Thankyou!Bye!



Shehungupwounderinhwhathewantedtosayso

badlyhecouldn'tsayonthephone.

AttheMall

SamehunguponMoxagainthensheblockedhis

number.

Leeto:Whoisit?

Same:AgggmymumakereItoldherIwillcall

whenIamwithTsalaandIforgot.

Leeto:Weshouldgobacksothat..

Same:Noitsfinewewillcallherlater.

ShesippedonhermilkshakeandsmiledatLeeto.

Heheldherhandthenhetookouthisphoneand

tookaphoto.Sameshylylookedawayasheclicked

morephotos.



Leeto:BabetheemmaIam..

Same:Babeakereyouknowgorepicturesaremore

beautifulwhenyoupretendyoudon'tknowtheyare

beingtaken.

Leeto:Hahahagirls,Ididn'tknow.

Sameturnedtohimsmilingandhecapturedthe

moment.Shewasbeautiful,themostbeautifulgirl

heknewwithdeepdimplesonbothsidesandthe

shorthairsuitedher.

Leeto:Afteryouleftphakela..

Samelookedathim.

Leeto:Theguyswouldn'tstoptalkingabouthow

beautifulyouare.



Same:Really?

Leeto:Seriouskehakeikutlwagore.

Same:Hahaha!

Shesmiledrevealingherbeautifulcleanteeth.

Same:Let'stakeaselfie!

Leetogavehimhisphone,sheopenedthefront

cameraandclickedafewphotoswithLeetobehind

herandsomewithhimkissinghercheeks.Same

lookedathim,thiswasallsheeverwanted,aman

wholovedherforwhoshewasnotwhatshecould

givehim.

Same:Ipraywedon'tenduplikeTsalaandMox!

Leeto:Whathappened?

Same:Theyarebothcheatingandnooneis



workingontherelationship,kemaakahela.

Leeto:Whydon'ttheyjustbreakup.

Same:Goodquestion!AnywayItrustyou.

Leeto:Itrustyoutoo.

Hekissedher.

LaterthatEvening

"MmathisJeandoesn'tfitmeanymorebutIbought

itwithmyfirstallowanceanditwasexpensive

gore"shesaidthrowingitatSame.

Same:Youaregivingittome?

Tsala:Yes!

Same:Thanks!



Shetrieditonanditperfectlyfittedher.

Same:Wowthanks!

Tsala'sphonerangandshesmiled.

Tsala:Hey!

Marco:ShouldIcookorordertakeaways.

Tsala:Surpriseme.

Marco:Okay!Iwillbethereintwentyminutes.

Tsala:Myfriendisheretobath,pickmeupinan

hour.

Marco:Great.

Tsalaputthephonedownandcontinuedlookingfor

clothesinhercloset.



Same:Whydon'tyoujustbreakup,Imeanyouand

Mox!

Tsalathrewatopather.

Tsala:Itmightbeabitloosebecausemybreasts

arebiggerthanyours.

Same:Thanks!

Tsala:Ithinkthat'sall,kanathesedayskeapara

sizethirtytwowena.

Same:Iseefreedomistreatingyouwell.

Tsala:Hahaha!

Same:BeforeIforgetlet'scallMama.

ShedialedDitshego'snumberandputon

loudspeaker.

Ditshego:Hello!



Same:MamaIamwithTsala!

Tsala:Dumelang!

Same:Ifshegetspregnantgonekooyouwillhelp

herwiththebaby.Youwillbethatbaby'sfather

akereyouaretheonewhotoldhertocometo

Gaborone.

Thegirlsgiggled.

Ditshego:Continuelaughing,itwon'tbefunko

labourroom.

Tsala:Eemma!

Ditshego:Bye!

Shehungupandtheylaughedoutloud.

Tsala:Don'tgetpregnantmmaweennaIamtoo

youngtobeafather.



Same:Never!ImakesureIseethecondombefore

andafter.Idon'twantanymistakes,menaretricky

kana.

Tsala:Good!

Same:Okayletmegoshower.

ShelaidonthebedgoingthroughherFacebook

waitingforSame.Sheclickedhertongueand

unfriendedMox.Shelaidonherbacklookingupat

theceilingwonderingwhatIssackwantedtotalkto

herabout.

AlittlelateratMarco'shouse

Marcoclosedthedoorbehindhimandpickedher

up,hepinnedheragainstthewallandkissedher,

Tsalawrappedherarmsandlegsaroundhim.

"Showmewhatyouweredoingtoyourselfearlier"

Marcowhisperedinherear.Tsalashylyclosedher

eyes,hethrewheronthesofaandsatfaraway



fromher.Shy,Tsalacrawledtohimandgotontop

ofhim.

Tsala:Nottoday,nexttime,todayIwantyouto..

Hekissedhimandputherhandinhispants,her

eyespopped.Marcotossedherandgotontopof

her,hepulleddownhispantsand****(18+Sex

scenewillbepostedatthegroup)

ThefollowingMorning

IssackwalkedintherestaurantandspottedTsala,

hewalkedtowardshersmiling,Tsalastoodupand

smiledathim.

Issack:AndthenScarf?

Tsala:Hahanewfashion.



Isaacklaughedaloneandsatdown.

Tsala:Youarepayingakereyouaretheonewho

calledmehere.

Issack:Hahaeemma!

Tsalalookedatthemenu.

Tsala:CanIorderfullbreakfast?

Issack:Sure!

Sheraisedherhandandorderedbreakfastwhile

Isaackonlyorderedcoffee.Tsalaclearedherthroat

andlookedathim.

Isaack:Youareprobablyaskingyourselfwhyyou

arehere.



Tsala:Yes!

Issack:Look,I..Youdon'twantthismarriagedoyou?

Tsalakeptquiet.

Issack:Ineedyoutobehonestwithme.

Tsala:It'snotaboutyou,I..

Isaack:Iamgay!

Tsala'seyespoppedoutoftheirsockets.

Issack:Yes!

Tsala:Wait,amInotthatattractiveenoughyou

wouldlieoreyouaregay?

Isaack:Iamnotlying,Iamgayandmyfamily

knowsit.

Tsala:What?



Issack:ThewholeGodsaysIshouldmarryyoushit

isalie,myparentshopegoremaybeifImarrya

womanthenIwillstopbeinggay.

Tsala:Youdon'tlookgay,youareagentleman.

Issack:WentworthMillerdoesn'tlookgaybutheis

gay.

Tsala:Whoisthat?

Issack:MichaelScofield.

Tsala:Istilldon'tknowhim.

Issack:Don'tmind,looknotallgaysaregirlyand

painttheirnails.Beinggayiswhoyouareattracted

to,men!

Tsalakeptquiet.

Tsala:Soyourparentsknowyouaregayandstill

wantedmetomarryyou?

Issack:Churchpeoplearefake.



Tsala:Anddeceiving!

Issack:Youaretalkingaboutmyparents.

Tsala:Wow!

Issack:Lookwebothdon'twantthisbutwecanstill

doit.

Tsala:Iamsorry,youarereallyhandsomebutIlike

straightmen.

Issack:Haha,Imean,let'sgetthemoffourbacks,

let'stellthemwearecourtingtogetmarried.You

gettoliveyourlifeandgettolivemine.

Tsala:Whathappenswhenwearesupposedtoget

married?

Issack:Wewillcrossthatbridgewhenwegetthere.

Tsala:Idon'tknow!

Issack:Iamnotpressuringyou,thinkaboutitand

getbacktome.

Tsala:(Tookadeepbreathandknodherhead)Okay!



**
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LaterthatAfternoon

TsalaopenedthedoorforSameandshelaughed

outloudtouchingherneck.

Same:Andthenwenawhathappenedtoyou?

Tsalalaughedandthrewherselfonthebed



coveringherface.SamesatonTsala'sbedand

lookedather.

Same:AtswakaeMox?

Tsala:Heydon'ttellmeaboutpeoplewhodon't

havemanners.Bona!

Shesaidremovingallherclothesandshowed

Sameallthelovebitesonherstomachandonher

butt.

Same:Heee,elegorewhatkindofs**areyou

having?

Tsala:Haha!

Same:Sheebonabitemarksonyourbutt,kanayou

werefighting?

Tsala:Nowarefighting,youwon'tgetthisifyou

stilldateyouragemates.Irollwiththebigguys

now.



Same:Hee,isitpainful?

Tsala:No!

Sametouchedalltheredmarksonherbody

shakingherhead.

Same:Elegorewhathappened?

Tsala:Youwon'tunderstand.

Same:Kantehaveyouseenyourself?

Tsalastoodinfrontofthemirrorandsmiled

touchingherneck,shecouldstillfeelhistouch,his

breathalloverherbody.Sheclosedhereyesand

smiledalone.

Same:Kantewhoisthismysteriousguyyounever

tellmeabout?



Tsalaturnedtoher.

Same:Ishemarried?

Tsala:NobutIhaveoncetoldyouabouthim.

Same:Yourlabpartner.

Tsala:No,nothatonehasagirlfriend.

Same:Mang,LectureBae?

Tsalasmiledshylyandcoveredherface.

Same:(Whispering)Itshim?

Tsalaknodherhead.

Same:Heelang,isitallowedto..

Tsala:Wearekeepingthingsasecretthat'swhy

youcan'ttellanyoneevenLeetotota.



Same:Heistheonewho?

Tsalaknodherhead.

Same:Heee!Howoldishe?

Tsala:Heisthirtybutyooommaheiscute,his

voice,hislipsyooandheknowshowtousethose

lips.

Same:Heelang,Iyooo!

Tsala:Lastnight..(shesatonthebed)Kanawe

didn'tsleepatall.

Same:Wedidn'tsleepeither.

Theybothlaughed

Tsala:Istillcan'tfeelmyvagina.

Same:Hahaha,soMoxene?

Tsala:Kantewhydoyoukeepbringinghimup,if



youwanthimyoucanhavehimIdon'tmind.

Same:Uhu,IamaskinghelaIdidn'tsayIwanthim.

Sorrymma,goon.

Tsala:Notinthemoodanymore.

Same:Isaidsorryakere.Soyouand"Youknow

whowecan'tsayhisname"areyouinarelationship?

Tsala:Wehaven'tdiscussedthatyet.

Same:Ehe!

Therewasalittleawkwardmoment.

Same:Lastnightwewenttoseeamovie.

Samewentonandonaboutamoviethatshewent

toseewithLeetowhileTsalawaslostinher

thoughts.Nowshetoowantedtoknowiftheywere

inarelationshiporjustse*.



Same:Ican'twaittomoveherenextyear.Tothink

thatIamgoingbacktomorrowaggg!

ShelookedatTsala.

Same:Yame?

Tsalalookedather.

Tsala:Sorry,wareyouwenttoseeamovie?

AtMarco'sGym

Marcofilledupthewaterdispenserandwentback

tohiscartogetdisposableswhenhisphonerang.

Marco:SureDan.



Daniel:SureIamatyourplace.

Marco:OhIamatthegym.

Daniel:Okaywillbethereinfiveminutes.

Marcohungupandlookedaround,hewas

impressedwithwhathehaddonesofar.Hefilled

thedisposablecupwithwaterandsatdownwhile

goingthroughhisphone.Hefoundhimselfdialing

Tsala'snumber,hebithislowerlipandputthe

phonedownthenhepickeditupagain."Ican'tget

youoffmymind"hetypedonhisscreenthenhe

erasedit,itsoundeddesperatehethoughtto

himselfbutitwasthetruth,hereallycouldn'tget

heroffhismind,sheleftanimpressionnoonehad

everleftonhim.Hehadunderestimatedherand

lastnightsheshowedhimthatshewasabiggirl,

thekindofbiggirlshelikedtoplaywith."Whatare

youwearing"hetyped,justashewasabouttosend

Danielcamein.

Daniel:Lookatwhatyouhavedonetothisplace.



Marcostoodupandtheyshoulderbumped.

Daniel:It'snice.

Marco:Yeahandweareofficiallyopeningnext

week.

Daniel:Congratulationsmyman.

Theywalkedaroundthegym,Marco'sphonerang,

heslackedbehindpickingup.

Marco:Hey!

Tsala:Hi,Iamsleepingoveratcampustonight.

Marco:Noyouarenot.

Tsala:HahaI..

Marco:It'snotnegotiable.

Tsala:CanIspeak?



Marco:No!

Tsalalaughed.

Marco:Iamcomingtopickyouupkaseven,weara

skirt.

Tsala:Whereare..

Marco:Andnopanty.

HehunguponherandcaughtupwithDaniel.

Daniel:Whoisnotwearingapantytonight?

Theybothlaughed.

Marco:It'snoone.

Daniel:Haha!Noonehuh!



Laterthatnight

Tsalainashortfloraldressandsandalsgotin

Marco'scarandclosedthedoor.

Tsala:Hey!

Marcoleanedoverandkissedher,heputhishand

betweenherlegsandtouchedhernunuandshe

waswearingapanty.

Marco:Itoldyounottowearapanty!

Tsala:I.

Marco:Youwhat,disobeyme?Takeitoff!

TsalaremovedthepantyandMarcotookitfromher.



Marco:Areyouhungry?

Tsala:Yeah!

Hedrovewithonehandwhiletheotherhandwas

betweenTsala'slegs.Sheclearedherthroatand

wantedtoasksomethingbutshewasscared.

Marcodrovetowardshisflats.

Tsala:Ithoughtwearegoingtogetsomethingto

eat.

Marco:Wewillafter.

Heparkedintheparkinglotandsteppedoutside

thecar,hewenttoseatattheback.

Marco:Comehere!

Tsalawenttositwithhimattheback,hepickedher



upandputheronhislap,hekissedherneckand

unbuttonedhisjean.

Tsala:Condom!

Heremovedonefromhispocket,rolleditinhimand

madehersitonhisD.Tsalaclosedhereyesand

heldintohisshoulders.

Marco:NexttimeItellyounottocomewearinga

pantydon'twearit.

Tsala:Uhhhh!

Hef***herfrombelow.

Tsala:Isthisarelationshiporitsjustse*?

Sheasked.Marcostoppedthr***andlookedather.



Marco:Whatdoyouthinkitis?

Tsala:Iwantyoutotellme.

Marco:ThenwhathappensafterItellyou?

Tsala:Iknow,Ijustwanttoknow.

Marco:Idontdorelationships,theyareoverrated.

**

**
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Tsala:Isthisarelationshiporitsjustse*?



Sheasked.Marcostoppedthr***andlookedather.

Marco:Whatdoyouthinkitis?

Tsala:Iwantyoutotellme.

Marco:ThenwhathappensafterItellyou?

Tsala:Iknow,Ijustwanttoknow.

Marco:Idontdorelationships,theyareoverrated.

Tsala:(Dissapointed)Ehee,soIcandateother

people?

Marco:Yes!

Tsala:Lewenayoucandateotherpeople?

Marco:IjusttoldyougoreIdon'tdate.

Tsala:Okay!

Marcotriedtokissherlipsandshegavehimher

neck.



Marco:What?

Tsala:Nothing!CanwegetitoveranddonewithI

amstarving.

Marco:Youwantedmetosayweareina

relationship?

Tsala:NoI..

Marco:Thenwhyareyoumadatme?

Tsala:Iamnotmad.

Marco:Okay!

Hegotheroffhim,wipedhisDandputitbackinhis

pants.

Tsala:We..

Marco:Iamnotgoingtohaves**withsomeone

whoisnotinthemood.

Tsala:..



Marco:YoucangoupstairsandIwillgetthefood.

Tsala:Sure!

Shegrabbedherhandbagandthehousekeysthen

shewentupstairs.Shethrewherselfonthesofa

andtookoutherphone.Sheputitdownand

coveredherface,shebreathedoutloudandwentto

washherfacethenlookedatherselfinthemirror,

wasitherorhedidn'twantarelationshipingeneral?

Shewashedherfaceagainandwenttothe

bedroomwhereshethrewherselfonthebed.Her

phonerangfromthesittingroomandshedragged

herfeettogogetit.

Tsala:Hello!

Issack:Hey!

Tsala:Hi,Issack!

Issack:Haveyoumadeanydecisionyet?

Tsala:Issackgakesure,Imeanwhatarewegoing

tosaywhenthetimecomesforustogetmarried,



dowecontinuewiththelie?LookIknowIama

sinnerbutIdon'twanttolietoGod,getinaloveless

relationshipjustbecauseIwanttosatisfymy

parents.

Issack:Wewillaskthemtoletusgetmarriedafter

youturntwentyonethen,that'salongtimeanda

lotcanhappeninthreeyears,pleaseTsalaIam

beggingyou.

Tsala:..

Issack:Please,itsjustcourtshipandshowinga

unitedfrontinfrontofeveryone,wedon'thavetobe

friendsor..

Tsala:Issack!

Issack:Please,doyouknowhowit'slikebeing

calledadissapointmenteveryday?

Tsala:..

Issack:Youcanliveyourlifehowyouwantto,just

forthreeyearshela,pleaseIwillevenpayyouifI

haveto.

Tsala:..



Issack:Iambeggingyou.

Tsala:Fine!(Tookadeepbreath)Whatdoyouwant

metodo?

Issack:Thankyou!JustcometoMaunsothatour

familiescanmeet.

Tsala:Fine!Butyouarepayingforthetrip,akere

youaremyhusbandtobe.

Issack:Hahaitsfinebyme.Thankyou!

Tsala:Ibetternotregretthis.

Issack:YouarenotgoingtoregretitIpromiseyou.

DoIsendmoneytothisnumber?

Tsala:Yes!

Issack:Oh,iftheyaskwhysuddenchangetellthem

wemeetinGaboroneandyoureallythinkIama

niceperson.

Tsala:Areyou?

Issack:HahayesIam.

Tsala:Shapo!Iwillcallmymumkamoso.



Issack:Shapo!

Shehungupyawningandrestedherheadonthe

pillow.Afewminuteslatersomeoneknockedatthe

door"Aggg"Tsalacomplainedandgotupannoyed.

Sheopenedthedoorandawhitegirlstoodonthe

otherside.

Her:Hi!

Tsala:Hi.

Her:IsMarcohere?

Tsala:Nohewentout!

Her:Oh,tellhimEricapassedby.

Tsala:Iwill!

Thegirllookedatherandsmiled.Shetouchedher

neckandTsalapulledherheadback.



Her:Nice,thisiswhyhehasn'tbeenincontact?Bye!

SheleftandTsalaclosedthedoorandlockedit.

AtUB

LeetohadhisheadonSame'slapwhileshepopped

hisblackheads.

Same:Babeyourfaceisoilygore,whatdoyouuse

towashit?

Leeto:Soap!

Same:Hahahawhatsoap?

Leeto:HahathesamesoapIusetowashmyface.

Same:Hahaha,wellyoushouldgetsomeoilcontrol

cremsso..

Leeto:Comeonbabedilotseoareforgirls.The

boyswilllaughatmekeitshasadiponds.



Same:It'snotdiponds.Youjustwashyourface

withitandotabonanomoreoilyskin,Iwillshow

youwhichonestouse.

Leeto:Yeah!

HeturnedandlaidonhisstomachlookingatSame.

Same:What?

Leeto:AndthenTsala?Herneckand..

Same:Haha!Shehasallergies.

Leeto:Allergies?

Same:HahahaIcan'ttellyoubecauseifIdoyou

mighttellsomeoneinconfidenceandgetherin

trouble.

Leeto:Comeon,MoxandIdon'thavemutual

friends.

Same:It'snotevenaboutMox!Shehassomeone,

namewithheld,andheistheonewhodidthattoher.



Leeto:Doyouwantmetodoyoutoobabe?

Same:Haha,sheevenhasthemonherbutt.

LeetogotoffbedandpulledSameandturnedher

aroundthenhepulledupherdress.

Same:Hahahawhatareyoudoing?

Leeto:Givingyousomethingtothinkaboutmein

Maun.

Same:Babe!

ShelaughedasLeerokissedherbuttandleftavery

biglovebiteonitthenhetookaphotoandshowed

her.

Same:Babewhatifmymumaskswhatthisis!

Leeto:Youwilltellheryougotstungbyabee.

Same:Hahaha!Iloveit.Youwantmetogiveyou



somethingtothinkaboutwhenIamgone?

Leeto:HahanobabeIamaman,what..

Same:HahaIwon'tkissyourbutt,comehere!

Leetosatonthebedandshesatontopofhimand

removedherdress,shepushedhimonthebedand

pulleddownhissweatpants.

AtMarco'shouse

Tsalafinishedeatingandtookherplatetothe

kitchen,shewasheditandstoodbythewindow

lookingoutside.Marcocameinandputhisinthe

sink.

Marco:Areyouokay?

Hemadeherturnaround,Tsalasmiledandlooked



away.

Marco:Thereisthatbeautifulsmile.

Shelaughed.

Marco:Andthatsoftlaugh.

Tsala:Stop!

Marco:Youarebeautiful,youknowthat?

Tsala:Thanks!CanIaskyousomething?

Marco:Ifit'sgoingtochangethemoodthenno.

Tsala:Whydon'tyouwantarelationship?

Marco:ItoldyoutheyareoverratedgapeIdon't

havethetimenow.

Tsala:Ehee!Ithoughtmaybeyoudon'twanttodate

meinparticular.

Marco:Arelationshipisgoingtoruinthis,whatwe

haveandIdon'twanttoruinit.Ilikethis,Ienjoyit,I



likeyou.

Hesaidkissingherneck.Tsalasmiledandkissed

himback.

Marco:Youwanttowatchsomething?

Tsala:Okay!

Marco:Onthebedoronthecouch?

Tsala:Hahabed!

Hetooksomesnacksfromthekitchenunitthen

theycuddledonthebedandwatchedaromcom.

Tsalastoleglancesathimandrestedherheadon

hischest.

Tsala:Ericacamehere!

MarcoquicklygotupandlookedatTsala!



Marco:Who?

Tsala:Erica?

Marco:Whatdidshesay?

Tsala:Shejustaskedwhereyouwereandsaidto

tellyoushewasover.

Marco:Whenyouarehere,neveropenthedoorfor

anyoneexceptme.

Tsalaturnedandlookedathim.

Tsala:What'sthestorywithErica?

**
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Tsala:Ericacamehere!

MarcoquicklygotupandlookedatTsala!

Marco:Who?

Tsala:Erica?

Marco:Whatdidshesay?

Tsala:Shejustaskedwhereyouwereandsaidto

tellyoushewasover.

Marco:Whenyouarehere,neveropenthedoorfor

anyoneexceptme.



Tsalaturnedandlookedathim.

Tsala:What'sthestorywithErica?

Marco:ThereisnostorywithEricajustdon'topen

foranyoneunlessit'sme.

Tsala:Okay!

Marco:CanImakeaphonecall?

Tsala:Sure!

Hestoodupandwentoutsideforabouthalfan

hourthencamebacktofindTsalafastasleep.

Thefollowingdayintheevening

TsalahuggedSamethenSamehungherhands

aroundLeeto'sneckandhekissedher.

Same:(Sulked)Idon'twanttogo.



Leeto:Idon'twantyoutogoeither.

Hekissedher.

Same:Cannextyearcomealready.

Leeto:Don'tworrybabeDecemberistomorrow.

Same:Mmmmh!

Hekissedheragain,Tsalarolledhereyesand

excusedherselftopickuphermother'scall.

Tsala:Hello!

MmaTumi:Hello,Ifoundyourmissedcalls,Iwasat

churchbusywithsomething.

Tsala:Ehe,I..IwantedtotellyouthatImeetwith

Issackandheseemslikeaniceperson,IthinkIam

goingtogivehimachance.



MmaTumiputthephoneonloudspeakerand

lookedatherhusband.

MmaTumi:Wareng?

Tsala:ImeetwithIssack,wehadbreakfastand

lunch,Iamgoingtogivehimachancetocourtme.

RraTumi:(Puthishandstogether)Hallelujah,We

servealivingGod.

MmaTumi:Yourdecisionwassudden!

RraTumi:It'sGod!

MmaTumi:Enewhatdidhesay?

Tsala:Hewantsthesamething,wedecidedwe

wanttogettoknoweachother.

MmaTumi:Okay!

RraTumi:Thatisgreatnews!PraisetheLord.

Tsalarolledhereyes,onlyiftheyknewthetruth.

ShehungupandwentbacktoSameandLeetowho



werestillhuggingandkissing.

Tsala:Aahaah,abobaseegosiye.

Same:Hahadon'tbeahater.

ShekissedLeetoonelasttimeandpulledback.

Same:HeyMaunleene!

Tsala:Ditshegoisgoingtobeatyou.

Same:Idon'tcare.

TheyhuggedandTsalawalkedhertothebus.

Same:Mnyanalewenayaanongyouaregettingfat.

Watchyourweight.

Tsalalookedatherselfandshewasgettingthick.



Tsala:BabeownsaGymIwillaskhimtogivemea

membercard.

Same:Wenaaaa!Letmegomma!

Shegotinthebusandwavedatthemasitleftthe

busrankandTsalaandLeetowalkedback.Neither

saidanythinghalfoftheway.

Leeto:Thanksforcoveringforherwithhermother.

Tsala:Mmmh,Ihopeyoudidn'tmakekidsgatweif

shecomesbackpregnantIamthefather.

Theybothlaughed.

Leeto:Shetoldme,Don'tworrywewerebeingsafe.

Tsalaclearedherthroat.



Tsala:Takecareofhershehasbeenthroughalot.

Leeto:Youmeanwiththestepfather?

Tsala:Shetoldyou?

Leeto:Yeahthat..

Tsala:Itwasn'therfaultthatherapedher,theman

wassick,Ihopewhereverhedissaperedtoheis

deadand..

Leeto:Rape?

Tsalastoppedtalkingandcoveredhermouth.

Leeto:He,herapedher?

Tsala:I..I..Ithoughtyousaidshetoldyou.

Leeto:Yesabouthimbeingabusiveandthembeing

kickedoutafterhedissapeared.

Tsala:Oh,I..Ishouldn'thavesaidanythingplease

don'ttellherItoldyouIthoughtyouknew.



Leeto:Iwon'tsayanything.

Tsala:Promiseme,please.

Leeto:Iwon'tsayanythingIpromise!

Tsala:TobehonestIthoughtwhenyousaidshe

toldyou,you..

Leeto:Tsalait'sfineIwon'tsayanything,Iamsure

thereisareasonwhyshedidn'ttellyouandIwill

waitforhertotellmeifsheeverdecidesto.

Tsala:Thanks!

AfewmetersawaytheypartedwaysandTsala

foundPortiaback.Theyhuggedandsatdown.

Portia:HeeIamgonetwodaysandIfindyouthick,

whateveryouhavebeeneatingIwantsometoo.

Tsalalookedatherselfinthemirror,allthe

complimentsonherweightwerestartingtogetto

herandshefeltalittleinsecure.



Portia:Sooo,Iwantallthedata,whathappened,

whobrokeupwithwhoandwhostolewhose

boyfriend,whosleptwithwhotheywerenot

supposedtosleepwith?

Tsala:HahawellIdon'tknowthedramabecauseI

haven'tbeenstayinghere.

Portiagavehertheeyeandsmiled.

Portia:Whoisthismysterymanyouwon'tsayhis

name?

Tsala:Thenitwon'tbeamysteryanymore.

Portia:Givemeahint.Heorshe?

Tsala:Haha,heishot.He!

Portia:LikeMrMarco?

Tsala:Haha,ohyes,veryhandsomeandheworks

at,atthebank.



Portia:Whyisheamysterythen?

Tsala:Heisnot,wejustdon'twantpeopletoknow

aboutusbecause,he,heisalittleolderthanme.

Portia:Doeshehaveaname?

Tsala:Hahayes,hisnameisSam,Sam.

Portialookedatherforafewsecondsandlaughed.

Portia:Youdon'thavetolietomeanymoreIknow

whoitis.

Tsala:Whoishe?

Portia:Noit'sSamakerekanajang?

Tsala:Yeah,Sam!

Shesmiledhopingherroomatedidn'tcatchonwho

shewastalkingabout.

ThefollowingDay



TsalawokeuptoSame'scall.

Tsala:(Sleepy)Mmmh!

Same:IhavearrivedIamwalkinghomeaswe

speak,myheartisbeatingfastandloud.Kenyetse.

Tsala:Haha!HaveyouspokentoLeeto?

Same:YesIjusttoldhimIarrivedbeforeIcalled

you.

Tsala:Okay!

Same:Prayformeketsenakagate.

Tsala:Haha!

Samedidacrossonherchestandknockedonthe

door.AfewminuteslaterMphoopenedthedoor.

Mpho:Eheit'stheGaboronegirl.



ShewalkedinandDitshegowasstillsleeping.

Sameputherbagdownandpulledhersister

outside.

Same:(Whispering)Neaomana?

Mpho:Areifyougetpregnantyouarenotgoingto

schooluntilyourchildgoestoprimary.

Same:Heee!

Theywentbackinside.Sameremovedallher

clothesandgotintobednexttoLebo.

Laterthesamemorning

Tsalawalkedinthelectureroomlaughingwithher

friendandtheyoccupiedtwoseats.Marcowalked

inwithhisbooksandeveryonekeptquietfacing

forward.



Marco:Itoldyouguystherearenobreaksor

holidaysintertiaryakere,wearewritingaquiz.

Everyonemumbledpagingthroughtheirbooks.

"Notfair"somecomplained.

Marco:Whatisnotfairisyounottakingyourfuture

seriously.

Hesaidgivingeveryonethequizpapers,hewasa

totallydifferentpersoninclassthanhewasoutside.

HegaveTsalaherpaperandpassedtothenext

student.

Marco:Fourtyminutes,youmaystart.

ThewholeLectureroomwasquietaseveryone

struggledwiththequiz.Tsalaraisedhereyesto

Marcoandfoundhimlookingathisphone.



Fourtyminuteslater

Marcowalkedaroundtakingthequizpapersthen

hesatonhisdeskandlookedateveryone.

Marco:Sohowwheretheholidays?

All:Aaaah!

Student:Notafterthatdifficultquiz,wearenot

sayinganything.

Marco:Tsala,howwereyourholidays?

Tsalasmiled.

Tsala:Justokay!

Marco:Anythinginterestinghappened?

Tsala:Nopenothinginteresting.



Marcolaughedandlookedattheotherstudent.

Marco:WenaElton?

Elton:Iregretgoinghome,IthinkImightbeafather

soon.

Everyonelaughed.

Marco:Seewhyyouhavetostudyhardfathertobe.

Student:AndyouSir?

Marco:Iwaspreparingquizforyouguys.

Student:Nothinginterestingnyana?

Marco:NoIdidn'tgetanyonepregnant.

Everyonelaughedandhetookhisbooksandleft.



Student:Iwouldn'tmindswallowinghiskids.

Tsala:Hahaha!

Astheywalkedoutsideherphonereportedansms.

"Iwillshowyouinterestinglater"FromMarco.She

laughedandputherphonebackinherpocket.

LaterthatEvening

Ditshegoarrivedhomeandfoundherclothesand

someofthekidsclothesonthelineandhouse

smeltnicefromfreshpolish.

Same:Heymamacomein.

Ditshegosmiledandwentinside.

Same:Foodwillbereadyintenminutes.



Ditshego:EbileIamstarving.HowwasGaborone?

Same:(Embarrassed)Itwasokay!

Ditshego:Neversneakawayeveragain.

Same:Eemma!

AtMarc'shouse

HeloweredtheTVvolumeandwenttoopenthe

doorthinkingitwashisguestbutitwasoneguest

heneverwantedtosee.

Erica:Aren'tyougoingtoinvitemeinside?

Marco:YouarenotwelcomehereErica.

Erica:Whybecauseyoufoundareplacementfor

me?Youdidn'tcometovisitmeatthehospital.

Marco:..

Erica:Why?

Marco:Leaveplease.



Hetriedtoclosethedoorbutsheputherfoot

forwardblockingthedoor.

Erica:Yousaidyoulovedme.

Marco:BeforeIknewyouwerecrazyyes.

Ericasteppedbackcrying.

Erica:IfIcan'thaveyouMarconoonewill.I

promiseyou,noone.

3Monthslater

**
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3Monthslater

MarcoslowlypulledoutandfellonTsala'sside

bothbreathingheavily.Tsalacoveredherfaceand

screamed.

Tsala:AgggtothinkgoreIamgoingtoseeyou

againkaJanuary.

SheturnedtoMarco,hekissedherandgotoffbed.

Marco:YouwantmetocometoMaun?



Tsala:Youwould?

Marco:Iwouldyes!

Heremovedthecondomandwipedhimselfthenhe

positionedhimselfbetweenTsala'slegsandwiped

her.

Marco:Idon'treallyhavefestiveplans.

Tsala:Oserious?

Marco:Hahahayes.

Tsalagotupandsatontopofhim.

Tsala:Iwouldlovethat,justtellmewhenandIwill

makeplansforus.

Marco:Great!

Tsala:Youwouldreallycomejustforme?



Sheaskedkissinghimandhetossedheronthebed,

hereachedforanothercondomandjustashewas

abouttorollitonTsala'sphonerang.Shereached

forthephonethensheputitback.

Tsala:Idon'tknowwhoitis.

Marco:Maybeit'simportant.

ShepickedthephoneandpickedupwhileMarco

rolledonthecondomand..

Tsala:He,hello!

Leeto:HiTsalaitsLeetoIgotyournumberfrom

yourroommate.

Tsala:Aaah!

Leeto:Areyoubusy?

Tsala:No,zup?



Marcosuckedhernip***andshegiggled.

Leeto:IhavethreehundredpulathemonaandI

wantedtobuySamesomething,Idon'tknowwhat

tobuy,youareawomanmaybeyoucanhelpme

choose.

Tsala:OkaybutnnaIamleavingthisevening.

Leeto:Wecanmeetlaterakerearoundfour.

Tsala:OkayIwillcallyou.

Leeto:Surethanks!

ShehungupandgaveMarcoallherattention.

AtSame'shouse

SamekeptlookingatherMotherthenshebither

lowerlip,Leetowascomingandshereallywanted

togospendthenightathishouse.



Ditshego:Whydoyoukeepstealingglancesatme?

Same:Me?

Ditshego:Whatdoyouwant?

Same:Nothing!

Ditshego:Getmenailcutplease,lookatmynails,

they..

Same:Tsalaiscoming,canIgospendthenightat

herhouse.

Ditshego:Tellhertocomespendthenighthere.

Same:Iyooo!Whycan'tIgoakereIwrotemyexams

Mama?GapewherewillTsalasleepakereIsleep

withLebo.

Ditshego:Shewillsleepinthemiddle.

Samekeptquietwithtearsblurringhereyes..

Ditshego:Yourproblemisyouthinkyouareclever



thanyourmother,youknowyouarenotgoingto

sleepatTsala'shouse.

Same:Icanstillgetpregnantwhileyouneverallow

metogoanywhere.

Ditshego:Yourlifeyourfuturemma,yourage

matesareatvarsityifyouchoosetobeamother

it'sallonyou.AkerennaIamraisingmykids,you

willyourstoo.

Samestormedtothehouse,gotherheadsetsand

left.

AttheMall

LeetofollowedTsalaaroundtheChineseshopas

shelookedattheclothesthenshepickedawhite

oneshouldertopandaboyfriendJean.

Tsala:Wewillbuyshoessomewheretsamachaena



willonlylasthertwodays.

Shepickedupanudeandapurplelipstickandthey

wenttopay.

Leeto:Ifeellikewomenaregivendiscountsin

shops,allthesefortwohundredpula?

Tsala:Haha!BoSamebaluckytheeebarekelwa

Christmasclothes.

Leeto:Haha!

TheywalkedintoanothershopandTsalapicked

brownsandalsandwenttopay.

Leeto:Thankyou!NnaIwouldhaveboughtjust

shoeswiththreehundredpula.

Tsala:Hahayouarewelcome.Hereisyourchange.

Leeto:Noyouwillbuydrink.



Tsala:Thanks!

Theywalkedoutofthemalltalkingaboutthisand

thatthentheyseparatedTsalagoingbackto

Marco'shouse.

AtIsaack'sHouse

HegotoffthephonewithTsalaandwenttowhere

hisparentswere.

Issack:Papa,canyouborrowmeyourcartomorrow.

TsalaiscomingtomorrowmorningandIpromised

topickherup.

Prophet:Ohokay!

Issack:Thankyou.

HeleftandProphetKagosmiledalone.



Wife:Andthen?

Sheaskedputtingthecupofteaonthetable.

Prophet:Ithinkshereallylikesthegirl.

Wife:WhyOrialo?

Prophet:Heissmittenwithher,younoticedhowhe

isalwaysonthephonetalkingtoher,hejustcame

toborrowthecartogopickheruptomorrow

morning.

Wife:Really?

Prophet:Godisworkingmiracles,Itoldyouheis

notGayheisjustafraidofgirls.

Wife:Ihopeso.

ShesatdownandopenedherBible.



AtGaboroneBusrank

Tsalasatbythewindowsideandsighed.She

lookedoutsideasthebusleftthebusrankandshe

closedhereyes.Herphonevibratedfromher

pocketandshesmiledopeningMarco'stext.

Marco:Don'tgo

Tsala: believemeIdon'twanttogoeither.

Marco:Iamfollowingthebus

Tsala:

Marco:Travelsafely.

Tsala:Thanks!

TheFollowingMorning

TsalahuggedIssackandheopenedthedoorforher.



Tsala:Thankshubby.

Issack:Haha!

Tsala:Howareyou?

Issack:Myparentsarebuyingthiswholething.

Tsala:Ihopeminetoo.

Shefrownedandbentherbackthenshegotinthe

car.

Issack:Areyouokay?

Tsala:Mmhjustmyback,it'spainful.

Issack:Probablythelongdrive.

Tsala:Akere.

ShetookoutherphoneanddialedMarco.



Marco:(Sleepy)Hey.

Tsala:Arrivedsafely.

Marco:Okaythat'sgreat.Iwillcallyoulater.

Tsala:Bye!

Shehungupandfrownedtouchingherstomach.

Issack:OsureOshapo,youaresweating.

Tsala:Iwillbefinemaybeit'ssittingdownforalong

time.

IssackparkedInfrontofthegateandhelpedher

takethebagsinsidethehousewherehegreeted

MmaTumi.

MmaTumi:Eheyoubroughther?

Issack:Eemma!

Tsala:IwillseeyoulaterIthinkketsenwekemala.



Issack:Sure,(ToMmaTumi)Gosiame.

HeleftandTsalawenttothebathroom.MmaTumi

tookherbagstoherbedroomandshescreamed

fromthebathroom.MmaTumirantothebathroom

andopenedthedoor.

MmaTumi:Whatisit?

Shelookedaround.

Tsala:Aheadiscomingout.

Shesaidstandingwithherlegsfarapart.

MmaTumi:Comingoutofwhere?

Tsala:Myvagina,ababyiscomingout.

MmaTumi:What?
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Thesamedaylaterthatnight

RraTumishookhandswithProphetKagoandthey

left,hewenttotalktosomeladiesfromchurchand

wentinsidethehousewhereallofhissonswere.

RraTumi:Ithinkweshouldgotakesomechairs

fromchurchbecause..

Tumelo:WecannotburyMamawithoutTsala

present.



Theyallagreed.

John:Shehastocomesayhergoodbyes.

Peter:Yes,we..

RraTumi:Tsalaissick,youheardwhattheDoctor

saidyouwerewithme.

Peter:YesDadbutwecannotburyOladywithout

her,shewashermotherandtheywereveryclose.

Mmoloki:WehavedecidedgorewewillkeepMama

atthemortuaryforaslongasittakes,untilthe

Doctorcangiveusagoahead..

RraTumi:Whatmakesyouthinkyoucantakesuch

decisionsaboutmywife?

Tumelo:Shewasourmothertoo.

RraTumi:WeareburryingyourmotherthisSaturday

whetheryoulikeitornot.

Hestormedtothebedroom.



John:Itoldyou.

Tumelo:Thatleavesusnochoicebuttogotocourt.

Neithersaidanything.

ThefollowingMorning

Tsalafoldedthebabyreceiverswhichhersisterin

lawbroughttheotherday,shelookedatthesmall

diapersandlaughed.Howshewishedshecould

holdherbabyinherarms,shecouldn'twaitforher

Mothertoseeherbaby.Shefoundherselflaughing

thinkingaboutallthethingshermotherwillsay.

Nurse:Hi,youhavesomevisitors.

Sheputeverythingbackinthebagandsmiledasall



herbrotherscamein.

Tsala:Whodied?

Shesaidlaughing.Mmolokileanedoverand

huggedher.

Mmoloki:Hey!

Tumi:ShouldwestillcallyouTsalaorMmaagwe..

Tsala:IamMmaagweYamasa.

Peter:Hey,thatsmybaby'sname.

Tumelo:WhatisYamasa?

TsalaandPeter:NalediYamasa!

Tumelo:Ohhh,whydidn'tIthinkofthatIwould

havecalledmydaughterthat.

Theyalllaughed.Theyalltookouttheirwalletsand

gaveTsalamoney.



Tsala:Andthen?

Mmoloki:Wecomebearinggiftsakerewearenow

uncles.

John:IhopeIbecomethefavouriteUncle.

Tsala:Obviously!

Tumelo:NoIamgoingtobethefavouriteuncle.

Mmoloki:Noyouaregoingtobetheleastfavourite

becauseyouarestrict.

Theyalllaughed.

Peter:IamgoingtospoilhermoresoobviouslyI

amgoingtobethefavourite.

Mmoloki:IamgoingtobetheUncleshevisitsevery

holidaysbecausemyhouseisgoingtobelit.

Tumelo:AmIreallystrict?



Theyallagreed.

Tumelo:NojustthatIlikewhenwedothingsin

orderwabona.

Tsala:Youarestrict,youaremorelikeDad.

Tumelo:No!NoIamnot.

All:Yesyouare!

Theyalllaughed.

John:Youareyourfather'sson.

Tsala:IsMamaangrywithme?

Theyalllookedateachother.

Tsala:IswearIdidn'tknowIwaspregnant,I..Tumi

yousawmetwoweeksagoandIwasfine.



Johnheldherhand.

John:Mamaisnotdissapointed.

Tsala:Areyouguysdissapointed?

Tumi:Youcanstillgobacktoschoolakere.

Tsala:Yeahbut..

Mmoloki:Nobuts,haveyoutoldthedad?

Tsala:NoIdon'tknowwheretostart.Howdoyou

tellsomeonehiyouareafatherthatsimple.

Mmoloki:Youhavetosohecangiveyouhisdetails

aboOdirelaYamabirthcertificate.

Tsalaknodherhead.

Tsala:MamaisstillnotbackfromGweta?



Nooneanswered.

John:Canweseethelittleone?

Tsala:YeahIwasgettingreadytogofeedher,you

wanttoseeher?

Tumelo:Yes,Ihopesheisbeautifulbecauseyou

alwayssaymykidsareugly.

Tsala:SheisfutureMissWorld,realbeauty.Wait

outsidewhileIchange.

Theyallwentoutside,Tsalabitherlowerlip,she

couldtellthattheywerenotbeinghonestwithher,

somethingwasgoingonandneitherwantedtobe

theonetotellher.Didshereallydissaponther

MothersomuchshewouldratherstayinGweta

thancomeseehergranddaughter?Sheputonher

gownandwalkedwiththemUpstairstotheNICU.

Allfourbrothersstoodbythewindowlookinginside.

YaonetalkedtotheNurseandshelettheminone

byone.



Tumelo:Sheisluckysheisbeautiful.

Tsala:Hahahaofcoursesheisbeautiful,haveyou

seenherMother?

Tumelo:Haha!

Sheturnedtoherolderbrother.

Tsala:Whatareyouguysnottellingme?

Tumi:What?

Tsala:Iknowsomethingisgoingon,youarebeing

weirdandkeeplookingateachotherbeforeyou

speak.WhatisitMamawantsnothingtodowith

me?

Tumi:Youknowhowmuchshelovesyou!

Tsala:Whyhasn'tshecomeherethen?

Tumi:Tsala..



Hedidknowwhattosay.

Tsala:Tellme!

Tumi:Idon'tknowhowtosaythis,um,TsalaMama

isnolongerwithus.

Tsala:Whatdoyoumeansheisnolongerwithus?

Tumi:MamaOhlokafetse.

Tsalalookedathimlikeshedidn'thearhim.

Tumi:Shewasinvolvedinacaraccidentonher

wayhere.

Shecoveredherfacewithbothhands.Tumihugged

her.

Tsala:No!

Tumi:Iamsorry!



Shepulledbackandlookedatherbrother.

Tsala:Youdon'tjokelikethat,she..

Tumi:Iamnotlying.

Tsala:No!

Sheshookherheadindenial.

Tsala:Don'tjokelikethat.

Shewalkedoutsidetoherotherbrothers.

Tsala:WhatisTumisaying,Mama!Mama!Noyou

arealllying.

Peter:It'strue!



Shesteppedbackandfoldedherarms.

Tsala:No!Stopsayingthat!Givemeyourphone.

ShetookJohn'sphoneanddialedherMother's

numberbutitdidnotgothrough.Shetriedagain

andstillnoanswer.

Tsala:No!Pleasesaythisisallabaddream,tellme

it'sabaddream,Idon'thaveababyandmymother

isstillalive.

Shelookedatherbrothers.

Tsala:Please,sayit!

Mmolokihuggedhertightlyasshecriedoutloud.



AtRiversideHotel

Marcothrewhisbagonthebedandlookedoutside

attheriver.Hecouldn'tbelievehedrovealltheway

toMaunforsomeoneheclaimednottohave

feelings,whowashelyingto,himselfortoTsala."I

aminMaunakereyoudon'twanttotalktome"he

sentthetext.

AtSerulelaterthatAfternoon

Mox'sniececamerunningwithhisringingphone

andgavehim,hewipedhishandsandpickedup.

Mox:Hey!

Same:ORraagwemangneh?

Mox:Tsalareallyhasababy?

Same:Lebonelesekalaotabanabadilecture.



Mox:What?

Same:Nothing,Didyouhearthathermother

passedaway?

Mox:What?

Same:Yeah,yooit'ssad,loosingyourmotherwhen

youneedherthemost.

AtRraTumi'shouse

Tumelo:(Onthephone)YeahIheardyouDoctorI

willbetherelater.

Hehungupandrubbedhisface.

Beth:Babe!

Helookedathiswifeandletoutafadesmile.



Tumi:Maybedadwasright,wejustmadethings

worsebytellingTsalaaboutMamagatweherblood

pressureishighandsheisrefusingtogofeedthe

baby.

Beth:Eish!

ShesatdownandrubbedTumi'sback.

Beth:Kantewhoistheladywhojustmovedintothe

guestroom.

Tumi:Grannyhasalreadyarrived?

Beth:It'snotGranny.

Tumilookedatherthenstoodupandwenttothe

house.Theladywasspreadinghersheetsonthe

bed..

Tumi:Dumelang!



Her:Hello!

Sheputthepillownicely.

Tumi:KeMmemang?Iamnotgoodwithfaces.

Her:HahakeMarianfromChurch.Ihavecometo

lookafteryourfatherinhistimeofneed.

Beth:Aaahaah!

Tumi:YouliveinMaun?

Her:YesI..

Tumi:Isthereneedforyoutomovein?

Her:I..

Tumi:Gohomeandcomeherelikeeverychurch

member,myGrandmotheriscomingtosleepin

here.

Her:Thechurch..

Tumi:Heey,IsaidgohomeOmpolellathechurch,

gosleepatchurchthen.



Heclickedhistongueandleft.

Beth:Babe!

Tumi:Theaudacityofthatmantobringhisside

chickinmymother'shouse(crying)Mymotheris

noteveniced.

Bethwipedhistearsandhuggedhim.

RraTumi:(Angry)Tumelo!

Tumiwipedhistearsandturnedtohim.

RraTumi:Whodoyouthinkyouare,whogaveyou

permissiontochaseawaymyguests?

Tumi:TellhertoleavebeforeIembarrassbothof

younow.MosesOsekawanteka,nottoday.



(Mosesdon'ttryme,nottoday)

**

**
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RraTumi:Whodoyouthinkyouare,whogaveyou

permissiontochaseawaymyguests?

Tumi:TellhertoleavebeforeIembarrassbothof

younow.MosesOsekawanteka,nottoday.

(Mosesdon'ttryme,nottoday)

BethgotbetweenthemandpushedTumiback.



Beth:Babe!

Tumi:Heisnotgoingtodisrespectmymotherlike

this.Hethinkswedon'tknoweverything,actually

wedo.Don'tthinkIdon'tknoweverythingyouhave

beendoing,Iwillembarrassyouinfrontofyour

congregation.

Beth:Babe!

Tumi:NohebetternottrymebecauseIwon'thold

anythingback.Ihavewatchedthismanabusemy

motherbutnottoday.Getyoursidechickoutofmy

mother'shouse.

Beth:Babeplease,Iknowyouareangrybutdon't

saythingsyouaregoingtoregrettomorrow.

Tumikeptquietfumming,JohnandMmolokicame

inandRraTumileft.

John:What'sgoingon?



Beth:It'snothingguys.(TurnedtoTumi)Ithinkwe

shouldgoseeTsala.

Heheldhishandandtheyleftusingthekitchen

door.

Beth:Babe!

Tumi:Thatmanisdisrespectful.

Beth:Don'tcauseasceneplease,sitdownIwillget

youaglassofwater.

Shewentbackinsideandcamewithaglassof

water,Tumitookasipandputtheglassdown.

Beth:Takeadeepbreathand..

Tumi:Haha!

Beth:What?



Hepulledheronhislapandkissedher.

Tumi:Iamfinenow.

Beth:Osure?

Tumi:Iamsure!

Hekissedher.Bethsighedandwrappedherarms

aroundhisneck.

AttheHospital

TheDoctorpickedupTsala'scardandreadit

beforeheputitdownandlookedatTsala.

Doctor:Ifyoucontinuebeinglikethisyouaregoing

tospendmonthsinhereandIwon'tallowyoutogo

toyourMother'sfuneralbecauseyouareweak.

Tsala:.



Doctor:Youneedtoeatand(sighed)Tsala!Dothis

foryourdaughter.Asmuchasyouneedyour

MothersheneedsyoutooasherMother.

Tsalalookedathimthensheturnedandfacedthe

otherway.

Doctor:Please!

Tsalaclosedhereyes.

Doctor:Tsala!

Hetookadeepbreath.Hewasloosingandthere

wasnothinghecouldsayordo.HeleftandTsala

turnedaround.Tearsrandownthesidesofher

eyes,sheclosedhereyesandtheywerepainful,

shecoveredhermouthcryinguntilherheadwas

painful"Mama"Shecriedoutloud,itfeltunreal.



Laterthatevening

MmolokiopenedthedoorforhisGrandmotherand

helpedhergetoffthecar.

MmaNaledi:Thankyou.

HewalkedbehindhisGrandmotherandAuntsto

thehousewhereeveryonewas.Johnstoodup

smilingandhuggedhisgrandmother.

MmaNaledi:Wai,younevervisitmedon'tactlike

youloveme.

John:ButIloveyou.

MmaNaledi:(Lookedaround)WhereisTsalaYame?

Peter:Tsalaisinthehospital.

MmaNaledi:Hospital?



Theyalllookedateachother.

MmaNaledi:Elegorewhat'swrongwithmy

Granddaughter?

John:Shejustgavebirth.

MmaNaledi:Uhu,whythesecrecythen,whyamI

onlyhearingaboutthisnow?

AttheHospital

Tsalagotoffbedandhuggedherfathercrying,he

huggedherbackandwipedhertears.

RraTumi:Ibroughtyourphoneincaseyouneedit.

Tsala:Thankyou.

Shesatdownandlookedatherfather.



RraTumi:Weneedtodiscussthebaby!

Tsala:..

RraTumi:Iknowacouplewhoarestrugglingto

haveababyandtheywillbegratefulifyougive

themtheopportunitytobeparents.

Tsala:

RraTumi:Thenyoucangobacktoschool,get

marriedandforgetthiseverhappened,noonewill

everknowyourlittlesecret.JustagreeandIwill

makeithappen.

AtLeeto'sHousethesameevening

Leetolookedaroundifnoonesawhimbeforehe

wavedcallingSamewhowasstandingbythe

corner.Shehurriedinsidetheyardandwent

straighttotheroom.



Same:Areyousurenoonesawme?

Leeto:Ipromisenoonesawyou.

"Leeto"hisfathercalledoutside.

Leeto:Iamcoming.

Heleftclosingthedooronhiswayout.Samesat

downandlookedaround,therewasonlyoneposter

ofWestlifeonthewall.Fewminuteslaterthedoor

openedandMmaLeetocameinholdingabigstick

andTsalaquicklystooduo."oromiwalengko

motsengwenaoleha"shesaidraisingthestick

anditfellhardonSame'sback.Shebentherback

screaming"Metseyabatho,tshabangMetseya

batho"(People'shomes,whoareyourparents

sendingtorunerrandswhileyouarehere?Stay

awayfrompeople'shomes)

Samegrabbedhersandlesandranawayasfastas



herlegscouldcarryherandMmaLeetoranafterher

withthestick.

**

**
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Samegrabbedhersandlesandranawayasfastas

herlegscouldcarryherandMmaLeetoranafterher

withthestick.

"Gabanamaitseotota"(Theyhavenomannersat

all)MmaLeetosaidandwenttothehousestill



holdingthestick.

MmaLeeto:Leeto!Leeto!

ShewentstraighttothekitchenwhereLeetowas

warminghisfood.

MmaLeeto:Myhomeisnotabrothel.Itoldyougore

Idon'tlikebathobaMaun.

Leeto:Mama!

MmaLeeto:ItoldyougoreIdon'tlikebathoba

Maun,theyhavenomanners.IfIeverseethatgirl

hereIwillbeatheruntilsheispurple.Idon'tknow

whereyougetoffbringinggirlsinmyyard.

Leeto:Mama!

MmaLeeto:Don'tMamameIwillbeatyouwiththis

stick.



Leetoswitchedoffthemicrowaveandhurried

outsidetohisbedroomandSamewasnotthere.

RraLeeto:What'sgoingon?

MmaLeeto:Idon'tlikebathobaMaun,notatall,ke

ngwanawasekaeyosatshabengdijaratatsa

batho.

MeanwhileinLeeto'sroomLeetodialedSame's

numberandherphonerangonthebed.Heclosed

thedoorandlookedaroundandshewasstanding

bytheelectricpole.Hetookherphoneandwalked

toher.Hepulledherintothedarkandhuggedher.

Leeto:Areyouokay?

Same:(Crying)Takemehome.

Leeto:Babe!

Same:Takemehome.



Shepulleduphertopandgavehimherback.

Same:Utwahelawhatyourmotherhasdonetome.

Leetotouchedherbackandpulledthetopdown.

Leeto:Iamsorry,I..

Same:Justtakemehomeplease.

Thesamenight

Tsalalaidonthehospitalbedonherbacklooking

upattheceiling,sheclosedhereyesandturnedto

hersidethinkingaboutwhatherfathersaid.Maybe

itwouldbebestforbothherandherbaby,shewas

notreadytobeamother.Sheclearedherthroatand

wokeuptheladywhowassleepingnexttoher.



Her:Mmmh!

Tsala:Canyoupleaseborrowmeyourphone.

Her:OkaybutIdon'thaveairtime,Ionlyhavedifree

sms.

Tsala:Okay!

ShegaveherthephoneandTsalasentMoxa

pleasecallmeback"CallitsTsala".Shewaitedfor

abouttenminutesthenMoxcalled.

Tsala:Hey!

Mox:Hi!

Tsala:Canwetalk?

"Babetheraayouwilltalktowhoeveryouare

talkingtotomorrow"agirlsaidinthebackground.

Mox:Mmmh!



Tsala:Obusy?

Mox:Tsalasaywhatyouwantedtosay.

Tsala:Noshapo.

ShehungupthenMoxcalledagain,thistimehe

wasnonoisebehindhim.

Mox:Iamlistening.

Tsala:MoemediIwaspregnant.Igavebirthtoa

babygirlandit'syourchild.

Mox:Howdoyouknowit'smychild?

Tsala:Because..(tookadeepbreath)youarethe

firstpersonIsleptwithandthatwaslikealmost

eightmonthsago,thereisnohowIgotpregnantin

Gaborone.

Mox:Ifitwasmychildyouwouldhavetoldme

whenyoufoundoutyouarepregnant,keenggrass

isnotgreenerontheotherside?



Hehunguponherandclickedhistongue.Tsala

swallowedhardandwipedhertearsthenshegave

backthephone.

AtSame'shouse

"Babepleasetalktome"SamereadLeeto'stext

thensheputherphonedown.Shebentherhand

andtouchedherbackanditwasstillitching.

TheFollowingMorning

Bethputabigbowlofsoftporridgeonthetable

thenabigflaskofteanexttothebowl.

Beth:Ithelpswithmilkproduction.

Tsala:..

Beth:Howareyoufeeling?WagolaNnana?



Tsala:..

Beth:Enjoyherwhilesheisstillthisyoung,when

theyarebotwoyearstheyareannoyinghahaha.

Shefoundherselflaughingalone,shestopped

laughingandclearedherthroat.

Beth:Howareyou?

Tsalalookedatherthensheturnedherbacktoher.

Beth:Tsala,Iknowyouarehurtingbut..

Tsala:Butwhat?Youstillhaveyourmotherdon't

you?

Bethkeptquiet.

Tsala:Youdon'tknowhowit'sliketohaveyour



wholelifechangeinjustonenight.

Beth:YouarerightIdon't,Iknowyouarehurting

andIdon'tfeelwhatyouarefeelingbutyour

daughterneedsyou,sheneedsyoutofeedherand

careforher.

Tsala:..

Beth:JustlikeMmaTumiwasyourwholeworldyou

arethatlittlegirl'swholeworld,pleaseTsala.

Tsalawipedhertearsandsniffed.

Beth:Weareheretohelpyou,wecan'treplaceyour

motherbutwewilltrytobethereforyouandYama.

Tsalawipedhertears.

Beth:Don'tcry,Iamhereforyou.



Shehuggedherasshecriedoutloud.Bethrubbed

herbackandpulledback,shewipedhertearswith

herthumbs.

Beth:Youarenotinthisalonewautwa,youhave

fourbrother,yourdadandme.

Tsalaknodherhead.

Beth:Nowtrytoeatandgofeedourlittleprincess.I

hopesheisbeautifulbecauseyoualwayscallmy

babiesugly.

Tsalasmiled.

Beth:Oh,Ialmostforgot.

Shetookoutatutudressandapinkhairbandfrom



herbagandshowedTsala.

Beth:Wagobolawakewashing,girlsclothesare

cheapkana.

Tsala:Haha,thankyou!

Shepouredteainthecupandaddedfourspoonsof

sugarthenshetookasip.

Beth:Oh,Ibroughtyourphoneandcharger.

Tsala:Thankyou.

Sheopeneditandhadfiftythreemissedcallsand

twentymessagesfromSame,Marco,Issackand

Mox.Sheputitdownwithoutopeningthe

messages.

Beth:Iwillcomeseeyoulater.



Tsala:Okay!

Shehuggedherandleft.Tsalaputthecupoftea

downanddialedMarco.Itrantwicethenhepicked

up.

Tsala:Hello!

Marco:Mmmmh!

Tsala:What?

Marco:WhatdoyouwantTsala?

Tsalalookedatherphonethinkingshedialedwrong

number.

Tsala:Marco,it'sme.

Marco:Icansee,whatdoyouwant?

Tsala:Whyareyoubeinglikethis?

Marco:Likewhat?



Tsala:Youdon'tknowwhatIamgoingthrough.

Marco:HowwouldIknowakereeversinceyou

cametoMaunyoudon'tpickupmycalls,youdon't

replymytextshowamIsupposedtoknowwhat

youaregoingthroughwhenyoudon'ttalktome?

Tsalawipedhertears.

Tsala:Shapoee!Idon'tneedthisstress,Iamgoing

throughalot,(Crying)IjustgavebirthtoachildI

didn'tknowIwaspregnantwithandmymumjust

died,Iamgoingthroughalot(Crying)It'sjustalot.

Marco:Ididn'tknow,Iamsorry.

Tsalahungupcrying,shecoveredherfacecrying

outloud.

AtMox'shouse



Moxlaidonthebedlookingupattheroof,hetooka

deepbreathandbithislowerlip.Someoneknocked

onhisdoorandheputonhisvestandwenttoopen

forhisbrother.

Him:Sure,wearegoingout,Oladyodulesomake

surethekids..

Helookedathislittlebrother.

Him:What'swrong?

Mox:CanacondombreakOsaitse?

Him:Whatisthisabout?

Mox:It'sTsala.

Him:Thecondombroke?

Mox:Ithinkso,Idon'tknow,webothdidn'tknow

whatweweredoingand..Shejustgavebirthanda

rethebabyismine.



Him:Shegavebirthalready?

Mox:Sheclaimsshedidn'tknowshewaspregnant

sheonlyfoundoutwhenshewasgivingbirth.

Him:Itcanhappen,readaboutCrypticpregnancy.It

happensmoresothatshedidn'tknowthecondom

broke,shemighthavehadthesymptomsand

dismissedthembecauseshethoughtitwas

nothing.

Mox:Whatifitsmydaughter?

Him:Thenyoudorightbyyourchild,youarenot

yourfather'ssonareyou?

Hepathisshoulderandleftthenheturnedbackto

him.

Him:Oh,makesurethekidsdon'tplayinthehouse.

Mox:Sure!

HesatonthestoopanddialedTsala,hehungup



andsearchedonGoogle"Crypticpregnancy".He

restedhisbackagainstthewallreadingeverything

thenheputhisphonedown.Hetookadeepbreath

anddialedTsala.

Tsala:Hello!

Mox:KennaRraagwemang?

Tsalalookedatherfatherandthecouplehecame

with.

Tsala:Iamnotkeepingthebaby,Iamgivingher

away.

**

**

**Goodnight
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MoxsatonthestoopanddialedTsala,hehungup

andsearchedonGoogle"Crypticpregnancy".He

restedhisbackagainstthewallreadingeverything

thenheputhisphonedown.Hetookadeepbreath

anddialedTsala.

AttheHospital

Tsalasatproperlyonthebedandlookedather

fatherandthemanandwomanhejustcameinwith.

TheyallexchangedgreetingsandtheWomansat

down.

Woman:Howareyou?

Tsala:Iamfine.



RraTumi:ThisisthecouplethatItoldyouabout.

TheoneIsaidwilladoptyourdaughter.

Tsalalookedatthem.

RraTumi:Iexplainedyoursituationtothemthatyou

can'tkeepthebaby.

Tsala:..

Woman:Youdon'thavetoworryaboutherbeing

takencareoff,wewillprovideforhereveryneed.

Man:Everythingyoudon'thavetoworryabout

anything.

Tsalaswallowedhardandknodherhead.

RraTumi:Andtheyjuststartedattendingourchurch

that'swhyIrecommendedthem.

Woman:Doyouknowhowluckyyouaretobeable



tocarryachild?Noteverywomangetsthat

privilege.Wehavebeenmarriedforthirteenyears,

beforethatweweretogetherforfouryearsanduntil

todaywestilldon'thavekids.

RraTumi:Theyownabigconstructioncompany

thatisbuildingtheParksidemallifyouareworried

thatmaybetheycan'taffordtotakecareofher,they

willsendhertothebestschools,giveherabetter

lifethanyoucangiveher,thinkaboutthis.

Woman:Wearenotforcingyou,we..

RraTumi:Youcangobacktoyourlifebeforeallof

thisandyouwon'thavetoworryaboutanything.

Tsalakeptquiet.

Woman:Whereisthefather,ishepresent?

Sheshookherhead.



Woman:Andhowareyougoingtotakecareofa

babyonyourownkaallowance?

Tsala:..

Woman:Iamnotpressurisingyoubutthinkabout

youandthatchildthenyouwilltellusyourdecision.

Tsala:Ihavemadeadecisionalready.

Herphonerang,sheclearedherthroatandpicked

up.

Tsala:Hello!

Mox:KennaRraagwemang?

Tsalalookedatherfatherandthecouplehecame

with.

Tsala:Iamnotkeepingthebaby,Iamgivingher

away.



Mox:What?

Tsala:Mox,Ihavemadethedecision.

Mox:Howdoyoumakesuchabigdecisionwithout

mekanaitsnotmychild?

Tsalahunguponhim.Moxclickedhistongueand

calledherbackbuthernumberdidn'tgothrough.

AttheHospital

TheManandWomanheldhandssmilingateach

other.

Woman:Tsalayoudon'tknowhowmuchthis

meanstome,tous,thankyou,wereallyappreciate

this.

ThecurtainopenedandBethandMmolokicamein.



RraTumiclearedhisthroatandtheyallexchanged

greetings

RraTumi:Wewereabouttoleave.

Beth:Eerra!

HetouchedTsala'shandandleft.Bethlookedatthe

womanwonderingwhereshesawherfrom.She

turnedtoTsalaandsmiledthenshecheckedthe

bowlofsoftporridgeandshehadeatenonlyhalf.

Beth:Okaythereisprogress.

Mmoloki:Howareyou?

Tsala:Iamfine.

Beth:Whowerethosepeople?

Tsala:Idon'tknowthemtheyjustcamewithDad.

Beth:Iknowthatwomanfromsomewhere,kanaI

sawheratchurch?(raisedhereyebrows)Maybe!



Sheputanotherbowlandflaskonthetable.

Beth:CanwegoseeYamaYama?

Tsala:Sureyoucangoahead.

Mmoloki:Areyouokay?

Tsala:Yeswhy?

Mmoloki:Whatdiddadwant?

Tsala:Nothinghejustcametoseeme.

Mmoloki:Ihopeheisnotpressurisingyoutodo

anythingyoudon'twanttodo.

Tsala:No!

Beth:OhnowIremember,thatwomancameto

churchlikeamonthbackanddonatedmoneyfor

churchrenovations.

Mmoloki:Whatdidtheywant?

Tsala:Nothing!



Shetookthebowlofsoftporridgeandaddedsugar

andstartedeating.Mmolokilookedathislittle

sisterandhewasunsettledbyhisfather'svisit.

Whatdidhewant?

Mmoloki:WespoketotheDoctorandhegaveus

permissiontotakeyoutomorrowfortheburial.

Tsalaknodherhead.

AtSerule

Moxopenedthegateforhisbrother'scarand

followeditasheparkedunderthetree.His

girlfriendtookthegroceriestothehouse.

Him:Youarenotgoingouttoday?

Mox:No!



Him:YouspoketoTsala?

Mox:Yes,canshegivethebabyforadoption

withoutmypermission?

Him:Shecan'tdothat,areng?

Mox:Aresheisnotkeepingthebaby.Canshedo

that?

Him:Notwithoutyourpermission,Imeanifitslegal

adoptionyouhavetogiveyourconsent.

Mox:Whatarewegoingtodo,I..Ican'tafforda

lawyeror..

Him:DontworryIwillaskafriendforlegaladvice.

Mox:Thankyou.

Him:HaveyoutoldyourMother?

Mox:Notyet!

Him:Youhavetotellher,sheistheeldershewill

knowwhattodoinasituationlikethis.

Mox:Iwill.

Him:Dothat!



Hewenttohishouse.Moxwenttohisbedroomand

threwhimselfonthebed.Hisphonerangandhe

putitonsilent.Helaidonhisstomachandchecked

hisbankbalance,heonlyhadenoughtogotoMaun.

Hegotoffbedandpackedhisclothes.

AtTumi'shouse

Tumiswitchedoffthelightsandgotontopofhis

wife.

Beth:Babe!

Tumi:Babeee!

Beth:Wait!

Tumi:Wagana?

Beth:No,I..Iamthinkingaboutsomething.

Tumi:What?



Beth:WhyYourdadwaswiththatcoupletosee

Tsala!

Tumi:Whatcouple?

Beth:Somecouple,Irecognisedthelady,kebaleI

toldyouthatdonatedtothechurchforrenovations.

Tumi:Oh,theywenttoseeTsala?

Beth:Yes!

Tumi:Maybehewasjustwiththemandthey

passedbythehospital.

Beth:Yeah!

Tumi:Areyoudonethinking?

Beth:Hahahah!

Thesamenight

Tsalalookedatthemachinepumpingherbreasts,

theMidwifepathershouldersmiling.



Midwife:Technologymma,IrememberwhenIhad

myfirstbaby,Iwasn'tproducingenoughmilkandI

hadtopumpwholenighttofillupjustonebottleifI

hadtogosomewhere.

Tsalaletoutafadesmile.

Midwife:Sheisbeautiful,shelookslikeyou.

Tsala:Really?

Midwife:Yeah!Strongtoo,bonahelainthreedays

shehasgainedfivegrams.Youaregoingtobeout

ofhereinlessthantwomonths.

SheleftandTsalalookedatthebaby,shetooka

deepbreathandlookedup,tearsrandownher

cheeks,sheputherhandinsideandshemovedher

wholebody.

Midwife:Someoneknowsmummy!



Shepulledoutherhandandwipedhertears.

Thefollowingmorning

BethhelpedTsalazipherdressthenshegavehera

hat.MmaNaledicameinandTsalahuggedher.

Everythingsunkin,hermotherwasreallygone.

MmaNaledi:Howareyou?

Tsalawipedhertears.

MmaNaledi:WecanbeangryatGod,youknowwhy?

HegaveuspreciouslittleYamasabeforeshetook

Nalediyarona.Heknewwhathewasdoing.

Tsalaknodherhead.



MmaNaledi:Nowdon'tcrymybaby!

ShewipedhertearsthenTsala'sphonerang.

Tsala:Hello!

Marco:HeyIambythemallneorewhichway

shouldIgo?

Tsala:Letmegivemysisterthephone.

ShegaveBeththephoneandshegaveMarcothe

directionswhileMmaNaleditookTsalaoutside.

MmaNaledi:Areyousureyouwanttoseeher?

Tsalaknodherhead."John"theoldwomancalled

herGrandson.



MmaNaledi:Takehertoseesayhergoodbyes,stay

behindher.

Johnwalkedhertowardsthecasket,Tsalastopped

walkingandheldherbreath,shetookonestepand

couldseethattherewassomeoneinsidethough

shecouldn'tseeproperly.

John:Ifyoudon'twanttowecangoback.

Shewipedhertearsandtooktwomoresteps,John

heldontoher,shewipedhertearsandlooked

inside,itwasreallyhermotherandshelookedpale.

Shecriedoutloudandallherbrotherswalked

towardsher.

MeanwhileMarcosatatthebackhopinghe

dresseddecentforafuneral.Tworowsfromhim

wasSameandDitshegolookingattheprogram.

Tsalawenttositdownbetweenhergrandmother



andBeth.Bethheldherhandsastheprogram

started.

Halfanhourlatereveryonestoodupreadytogoto

thecemetery.SamewalkedtowardsTsalaand

huggedher.

Same:Iamsorry.

Tsala:Mmmh!Thanks!

DitshegohuggedherandshespottedMarco.

Ditshego:Let'sseeifwecanfindacartothe

cemeteries.

Tsala:YoucangowithMarco.Letmetalktohim.

ShewalkedtowardsMarcoandhehuggedher.



Marco:Hey!

Tsala:Hey,canyoupleasegivemyfriendandher

mumlifttothecemeteries.

Marco:Sure,Iamparkedacrosstheroadunderthe

tree.

Tsala:Thanks.

Marco:IamsorryIwas..

Tsala:Wewilltalk!

TsalawalkedbacktoSameandhermotherthenhe

pointedatMarco.Shewenttogetinthecarwithher

fatherandgrandmother.

RraTumi:Ihopeyouhaven'tchangedyourdecision

akere?

Tsalashookherhead.



RraTumi:Good!

MeanwhileSameandhermotherwalkedoutsideto

Marco'scar.Theyallexchangedgreetingsand

Sameopenedthefrontdoorandpulledtheseatbelt

whileDitshegosatattheback.

**

**

**Goodmorning
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MeanwhileSameandhermotherwalkedoutsideto

Marco'scar.Theyallexchangedgreetingsand



Sameopenedthefrontdoorandpulledtheseatbelt

whileDitshegosatattheback.

Ditshego:LetengPapa?

Marco:Eemma!

TherewassilenceasMarcoreversedandfollowed

theothercars.SamestoleglancesatMarcoand

smiledalone.

Same:Finallygettomeetyou!

Marcolookedather.

Marco:Mewho?

Samelaughedandlookedaway.Theydrovein

silenceuntiltheyarrivedatthecemeteryandthey



allsteppedout.Marcostoodfarfromeveryoneand

watchedasTsalaandherbrotherssaidgoodbyeto

theirmother,hewatchedasshecriedoutloudand

oneofherbrothershelpedherbacktotheGazebo.

Shesatdownandburiedherheadinherhandsthen

sherestedherheadonherGrandmother'slapstill

crying.

AtAnna'sHouse

Annagaveherhusbandacupofteaandsatdown.

Shetookadeepbreathandtappedhernailsonthe

table.

Husband:What?

Anna:Idon'tthinksheisgoingtogiveusthebaby.

Husband:Butsheagreed,she..

Anna:Weneedtopushharder,maybeweshould

makeanotherdonationtothechurch.



Husband:Comeon,she..

Anna:Weneedherfathertoputmorepressureon

her,heistheonlyonewhowillgethertogiveusthe

baby.

Thehusbandsippedonhisteaandsighed.

BackAtHome

Everyonewentinsidetheyardfromthecemeteries,

MarcoparkedwhereheparkedearlierandDitshego

steppedout.

Same:Soareyouguysexclusive?

Marco:Excuseme?

Same:Iamaskinggoreaahareyouguysexclusive.

Marco:Idon'tthinkthatisanyofyourbusiness.

Same:Becareful,studentandteachers



relationshipsneverendwell,especiallyforthe

teacher.

Sheopenedthedoorandsteppedout.Marco

remainedinhiscarforafewminutesthenhe

steppedoutandwentinsidetheyard.

Uncle:Thankyouallforcomingtosaygoodbyeto

ourlovelydaughter.Likeitsaysintheprogramme

oursisterleavesbehindfivekidsandthree

grandkids.Tumi,Tumicomeherewithyour

brothersandlittlesister.

TheboyswalkedtothefrontandJohnwhisperedto

theUnclethatTsalawasnotfeelingwell.

Uncle:Jaanongwherearethekids?

Bethwalkedoverwithhertwokids.



Uncle:Aren'ttheythree?

Mmoloki:ActuallyYamasais..

ReaTumiwalkedovertothem.

RraTumi:(Whispered)Justintroducetheonesthat

arepresent.

Hewenttositdown.

RraTumi:Myniecewasblessedwithfourboysand

onegirlbutunfortunatelygatwesheisnotfeeling

well.

MeanwhileinsidethehouseMmaNaledisatonthe

edgeofthebedandrubbedTsala'shand.



MmaNaledi:Howareyoufeeling?

Tsala:..

MmaNaledi:Restokay!

Shetouchedherfaceandstoodup.Someone

knockedonthedoorthentheyopenedandstuck

theirheadinside.

Cousin:Tsalathereissomeoneheretoseeyou.

MmaNaledi:Mmhmmhsheneedstoresttellthem

tocallherlater.

TheCousinclosedthedoorandwenttoMox.

Cousin:Gatwesheissleepingyouwillcallherlater.

Mox:Iamnotleavingherewithoutseeingher.

PeterandTumicameinthehouse.



Mox:TellherIamnotleaving.

Tumi:Morena?

TheybothlookedatMox.

Peter:GaobonegoreotsositseModumo?

Mox:IamsorrybutIamnotleavingwithoutseeing

Tsala.

Tumi:Andwhothehelldoyouthinkyouare?

Mox:Iamherbabydaddyandsheisnotgivingup

mychild.Imightnothavemoneyandalottooffer

butthat'snotreasonenoughtogiveawaymy

daughter.

Tumi:Whatdoyoumeangiveheraway?

Mox:Aresheisnotkeepingthebaby!

TheykeptquietasMmaNaledicamefromthe



bedroom.

MmaNaledi:Sheissleepingdon'tdisturbher.

Shewentoutsideandtheywentinsidethebedroom.

TsalaraisedherheadandlookedatMoxwithher

brothers.

Tumi:Whatisthisaboutyougivingupthebaby,

whoareyougivingherto?

Tsalagotupandwipedhertears.

Tumi:Tsala!

Tsala:I..

Peter:Soyouwouldratherhaveyourchildliveinan

orphanageoletengOtshela?

Tsala:Youdon'tunderstand..



Tumi:Makeusunderstandthen,whythatdecision?

Tsala:ShewilllivebetterthanIcanprovideforher.

Petersteppedback.

Peter:DidDadputyouuptothis?

Tsala:.

Peter:Mmolokisaidit,thatman,thatman.

Tumi:Isitwhatyouwanttodo?

Tsalashookherheadcrying.Tumisatonthebed

andhuggedher.

Tumi:Wearehere,youarenotinthisalone.

Tsalaknodherheadcrying.



Tumi:Okay,youdon'thavetogiveupyourbaby,it's

okaytobescaredbutthedecisionyoumakeabout

thatchildisgoingtobepermanent,youdon'tgetto

changeyourmindtwoyearslateroreIwantmy

childbackyouknowthatright?

Tsalaknodherhead.

Tumi:Iamnotgoingtotellyouwhattodobutknow

gorethedecisionyoumakenowisgoingtoaffect

therestofyourlife.

HestoodupandheandPeterwentoutside.

Mox:Pleasedon'tgiveupourbaby.

Tsala:Whatarewegoingtogiveher?

Mox:Wewillfiguresomethingout,Iwillfindapart

timejoborstartabusiness.

Tsala:WhoisgoingtotakecareofherwhenIgo



backtoschool?

Mox:Mymumwill,Iwilltalktomymumshewon't

sayno.

Tsalakeptquiet.

Mox:Please!

Tsala:Okay!

Mox:Sowearekeepingher?

Tsala:Yes,I..

Herphonerang.

Tsala:PleaseexcusemeIhavetotakethis!

Moxleftandshepickedup.



Tsala:Hello!

Marco:HeyIamgoing.

Tsala:Okay,wewilltalk!

Marco:Okay!

Marcohungupandpulledtheseatbelt.Same

knockedonhiswindowandherolleditdown.

Marco:Yes?

Same:CanIgetarideplease.

Marco:Sure!

Shegotinsideandclosedthedoor.Marcoreversed

intothegravel,heclearedhisthroat.

Marco:Ionlyknowthewaytothemallfromhere.

Same:Youwilldropmebythemallthen.



Marco:Okay!

Theydroveinsilenceuntilhedroppedherbythe

shops.

Same:Thankyou!

Marco:Sure!

SheclosedthedoorandMarcodroveaway.She

walkedintotheshopsearchingMarcoonFacebook

thenshesenthimafriendrequest.

LaterthatEveningattheHospital

Tsalalaidonhersidescrollingthroughher

Facebooktimeline,shelikedaphotoofLeetowhich

hetaggedSame.Thecurtainopenedandallher

brotherscamein.Shesmiledandsatupright.

Mmolokihandedherahandwrittencontract.



Shereadeverythingandsmiled.

Tsala:Youdon'thavetodothis.

Tumi:Wewantto,weneverwanttoworryaboutyou

worriedgoreYamagaanamashiordiapersthat's

whyweareallgoingtocontributemaonethousand

intoheraccounteverymonth.

Tsala:(Overwhelmed)Guys!

Shegotupandhuggedallofthem.

Tsala:Thismeansalottome.ThankyouIfeelso

blessed.

John:IfyoueverneedmoreyoucancallTumiheis

therichuncle.

Theyalllaughed.



Mmoloki:True!

Tsala:It'smorethanenough.

AMonthLater

**

**

**Goodnight
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AMonthLater



Mox'sbrotherwithhisMotherandUncleparkedby

thegateandtheyallsteppedout.Marianwhowas

hangingtheclothesonthelinewipedherhandsand

meetthemhalfway.Theyexchangedgreetingsand

shewenttogetthemplasticchairsandtheysat

underthetree.

Him:IamMoemedi'sbrotherandthisismyMother

andUncle.

Marian:Ee!

Him:WearelookingforRreMopiri.

Marian:Ee,letmegocallhimforyou!

Shestoodupandwenttothehouse.Afewminutes

latertheycamefollowingeachother.RraTumisat

downandtheyexchangedgreetings.Mox'sbrother

introducedhimselfandhisparentsagain.

Him:Wespokeonthephonekekopatoseeyou.



RraTumi:Yes!

Mox'suncleclearedhisthroat.

Uncle:Totaifthingsweredonerightweshould

havehadthisconversationalongtimeagobefore

thebabywasborn.

RraTumi:..

Uncle:Jaanongwhathappenedhashappened,a

beautifulbabygirlhasbeenbornandshehas

broughttwofamiliestogether.Weareherebecause

ourSonwhoisatschoolnowacknowledgesgore

thechildishis.

RraTumididn'tsayanything.

Uncle:AndhetoldusaboutTsala'ssituationthat

hermotherrecentlypassedandheaskedhis

motherheregoreaOkasemothokomellengwana



becauseTsalawillbegoingtoschooltoo.

RraTumi:Youcandowhatyoulike,takethebaby

akeresheisalsopartofyourfamilyitsnotlikeyou

willbedoingusanyfavours.Herstayingwithyouis

thesameasherstayingwithus.

Mox'sbrotherswallowedhardannoyedbuthis

Unclekeptcalm.

Uncle:Eerra,whatyouaresayingistrue.

RraTumi:IsthatallbecauseIhavesomeworktodo.

Uncle:Eerra!

Theyallstoodupandsaidgoodbye,RraTumiwent

backtothehousewhiletheywalkedtotheircar.

Uncleclickedhistongue.

Uncle:LarekemorutiwaKerekeeheeneyo?



Him:Ialmostpunchedhisbignose.

Theygotinthecar.

MmaMox:Ithoughtyousaiditwasonlythefather,

whowasthatwoman?NnakanaIhavealottodo

gakebategobeiwahaatshekangwana.

Him:Maybesheisthehelper,Tsala'smotherhasn't

evenbeenburiedforamonth.

AttheHospital

TsalaopenedthebackcameraandYamaappeared

onthescreen.

Marco:SooserioushelaOabilengwanake?Wa

bonagoreshehasmycolourakereandthesofthair.

Tsala:Hahaallkidsarebornwithsofthairasfor



thecolourgoneIdon'tknow.

Marco:AkereIamtellingyousheismine.

Tsala:Iwish!

Sheturnedbackthecameratoherandsmiled.

Tsala:Mywholeworldchangedinoneday.I

becameanorphanandamotheroneday.

Marco:Iamsorry!Atleastyoustillhaveyourdad.

Tsala:DoI?Hetoldmenottocomewithmy

daughtertohishousejustbecauseIrefusedtogive

thebabyforadoption.

Marco:Youhaveyourbrothers.

Tsalasmiled.

Tsala:Iamblessedtohavetheminmylifetobe

honestIdon'tknowgoreifitwasn'tforthem..



Heeee!Moxsentmetwohundredpulamaloba

beforeheleft,Iamnotcomplaining,heisastudent

andwebothdon'thavemoneykegorehelaIam

askingmyselfgorewhatifwehadnosupport

system,twohundredisonlydiapersthatdon'tlasta

monthandwipeskana.

Marco:Atleastheistrying.

Tsala:Yeahheis(Tookadeepbreath)howdoI

moveon?

Marco:Youeventuallydobutthepainofloosinga

parentdoesn'tgoaway.

Tsala:Itdoesn't?

Marcoshookhishead.Tsalawipedhertearsand

clearedherthroatthenshesmiled.Thecurtain

openedandSamecamein.

Tsala:Shapowewilltalklater!

Marco:Bye!



Tsalaputthephonedown,Samegaveherthe

plasticandlookedatbabyYama.Shelookedat

Tsalathenbackatthebaby.

Same:It'strueuglypeoplehavebeautifulbabies.

Tsala:Hahaha!

Same:Wareng?

Tsala:Mmmhmmh!

Shelookedinsidetheplasticanditwasadressand

sandals.

Tsala:Thankstheyarecute.

Same:Whenareyougettingdischarged?

Tsala:AnydayfromtodaybecausetheDoctornea

reYamaisreadytogohomenow,that'swhyIam

sleepingwithher.



Same:Okay,sowhoisgoingtobetakingcareof

herwhileyouareatschooloryou..

Tsala:MmaagweMox!

Same:Ehe,inMaunorSerule?

Tsala:Serule!

Same:Eheee!

ShecontinuedplayingwithYama'slittlehandsthen

shelookedatTsala.

Tsala:What?

Same:Don'ttakethisthewrongwaybutisshe

reallyMox'sbaby?

Tsala:Same?

Same:Iamjustasking.

Tsala:Youknowsheis.

Same:Eheemmaifyousayso.

Tsala:(Offended)YesIsayso.



Seingthatherfriendwasoffendedshegotupsnx

gotherhandbag.

Same:AnywayletmegoMamasentmetobuy

somethingforher.

ShekissedYamaontheforeheadandleft.

AtChurch

RraTumishookhandswithAnnaandherhusband

andtheysatdown.

RraTumi:Leteng?

Anna:Wearegoingtobebrief,thisisthelast

monthwewillbedonatingtothechurch.

RraTumi:Why,isthisbecauseof..



Anna:No!

RraTumikeptquietastheybothstoodup,said

goodbyeandleft.Herestedhisheadagainstthe

chairandtookadeepbreath.

AttheHospital

Tsalasatonthebedlookingatherbabygirlwho

wassleepinginherarms.TheDoctorcamein

followedbyMox'solderbrotherandhisMother.

Tsalaslowlyputthebabydown.Theyallexchanged

greetings.

Doctor:Ihavesomegoodnewsforeveryone.

Tsala:Pleasetellmewecangohome.

Doctor:Yesfinallybuttomorrowmorningbecause

wearestillwaitingforthebloodresults.

Tsala:(Panicked)Whatbloodresults,Ithoughtyou



said..

Doctor:Hahahasheisfinewejustwanttomake

suregorewedidn'tleaveanythingbehind.

Tsala:Okay!

TheDoctorexcusedhimself.

MmaMox:Isawyouputherdown,whatdidItell

youaboutlettingherfallasleepinyourarms.

Tsala:Ididn'trealiseshewasfallingasleep.

MmaMox:Sheisgoingtogivemetroubleakereke

eneatwaeditswengmabogo.NnaIhavealottodo

kana,howwillIworkif..

Mox'sbrotherclearedhisthroat.

Him:AreshefellasleepinherarmsakereMme!

(TurnedtoTsala)Howareyouboth?



Tsala:Wejustwanttogetoutofhereandtomorrow

feelsliketenyearslater.

Him:Hahaha!Yousurvivedthewholefestivehere

what'sonemoreday?

Tsala:Hahaakere!

Tsala'sphonereportedansms,shepickedupand

smiledalonethensheputitdown.

AtMarc'shouse

Marcosmiledalonewithhisphonethenheputit

down.

Lebo:KanayouareIlovewiththatgirlwaitsetota?

Ihaveneverseenyousmilelikethateversincethat

girlwholetyouf***herS.

Marco:Hahahayoudidn'thavetosaythat?



Lebo:Noseriously,youareinlove.

Marco:Maybe.

Lebo:Notmaybe,youaredeepinlovewiththatgirl.

Lookatyou.

Marco:Okayfine,IaminloveyesbutisitbadthatI

wanttohookupwithotherpeople?

Lebo:Yesit'sbad.

Marco:WabonanowwhyIdon'tdorelationships,I

hatebeingtieddown.

Thefollowingmorning

TsalatookadeepbreathasJohndroveintheyard.

MarianandRraTumilookedatthecar,RraTumi

stoodupandwalkedtothetreewhereheknew

Johnwasgoingtoparkthecarbutinsteadhe

parkedinfrontofthehouse.Johnopenedthedoor

andtookYamafromTsala,Tsalasteppedoutand

Johngavethebabyback.



MeanwhileProphetKagoandhisWifeparkedright

behindthem.TheysteppedoutandMmaIssack

lookedatTsala.

Wife:Uhuuu,whosechildisthis?

RraTumi:It's,it'sJohn....

Tsala:Sheismydaughter.

Therewassilence,ProphetKagolookedatRraTumi

andheloweredhiseyes.

**

**

**Goodmorning

BEHINDCLOSEDDOORS



EPISODE38

ProphetKagoandhisWifeparkedrightbehind

them.TheysteppedoutandMmaIssacklookedat

Tsala.

Wife:Uhuuu,whosechildisthis?

RraTumi:It's,it'sJohn....

Tsala:Sheismydaughter.

Therewassilence,ProphetKagolookedatRraTumi

andheloweredhiseyes.Tsalalookedatthem

hopingtheysayonewrongthingandshetellsthem

wheretogetoff.

MmaIsaack:HahaAoyourbabywhen?

Prophet:WhenhavewebeentellingIssacktomarry



you,bonahelanowyouhaveababy!

Theircalmnessdidn'tsurpriseher,shefound

herselflaughinginstead,theywerethemostfake

peoplesheevermeet,onlyiftheyknewsheknew

theirlittlesecret.

TheyexchangedgreetingswithRraTumiandwent

insidethehouse.TsalalookedatMarianandshe

hadonherMother'sflipflops.

Tsala:Thosearemymother's!

Marian:Oh,Ithoughttheywereyourstheywerein

yourbedroom.

Tsala:Jaanongiftheywereinmybedroomyou

havetowearthem?

Marian:IamsorryI..

Tsalawenttoherbedroomanditdidlooklike



anyonestayedinthere,shewonderedwhereMarian

stayedorshewenthomeeverydayaftercleaning!

SheputYamadownandstartedpackingher

clothes.Shesatdownandtookadeepbreath,she

lookedatthewardrobeandsmiledaloneasshe

rememberedhowhermothersinglehandilyfixingit.

Shewasawomanwholovedtodothingsherself

becauseshewantedeverythingperfect.She

missedhersomuchandasmuchasherbrothers

werethereforhertheywerenothermother.They

werenotNaledi.

((Tsalapouredmaizemealinthepotandstarted

mixingit,shedippedthecupinthemaizemeal

bucketagainandpouredinthepotandstired.

MmaTumicameinandtookthespoonfromher.

"KantekeengOlematepetepejaana?"shesaid

stirringuntiltheporridgewassmooththensheput

onthelid.Sheopenedthestewpotandshookher

head"Ditamatidikokobetsehagodimojaana!"she



turnedandlookedatherdaughter,"Tsalangwanaka,

Iamnotalwaysgoingtobehere,isthiswhatyou

aregoingtofeedyourhusbandandkids,bonahela

moroOkanakana,bonadianyanesetsedialeba

lebaevenScopion(Theirdog)isnotgoingtoeat

this!"shesaidpooringthesoupinacup,addedoil

andfriedthemeatwhileshechoppedmore

vegetables."Ihavebeenteachingyouhowtocook

foryearsbuttherearethingsthatIdidn'tteachyou

thatyoumaster."

Tsalalaughtedandsatdown."Standup,Iamnot

goingtocookforyouoitirilemadamsittingdown.))

Tsalawipedhertearsandsmiledalonethenshe

lookedatherdaughter.Shewonderedwhatkindof

amothershewasgoingtobe.

John:Heyyouarenotdone?



ShezippedherbagandJohntookittothecar,she

pickedupYamasaandwalkedtoherfather'sstudy.

Sheknockedandhesteppedoutclosingthedoor

behindhim.

Tsala:Icametosaygoodbye!

RraTumi:Okay!

Tsala:IloveyouPapaandIamsorrythatI

dissapointedyou.

Hedidn'tsayanything.

Tsala:Pleasesaysomething!Scoldorshoutatme

justdon'tgivemethesilenttreatment.

RraTumi:Saywhat?Akerethisisthelifeyou

chooseforyourself,setswanasarengwanaGaa

lelelalegoduOlemoneele,Iamgivingyoutothe

world,youwillcomebackandbecauseIamyour

fatherIwillwelcomeyouwithbotharms.



Tsalawipedhertears.RraTumiwentbackinside

hisstudy,Tsalawalkedoutsidetothecarcrying.

John:Whathappened?

Tsala:(Crying)Let'sjustgoplease.

Insidethehouse.

RraTumi:IwasgoingtotellyoubutIdidknow

wheretostartbecausemywifeandIrecentlyfound

out,actuallyonthedayshegavebirth.

Prophet:Kidsmakemistakes,thisiswhatIwas

afraidof,that'swhyIencouragedthattheyget

marriedassoonaspossible.

RraTumi:IamnotgoingtolieIamdissapointedin

howthingshappened.Ifyouallowwecanstartwith

thelobolapreparations.

Prophet:Wedon'thavetoallowanything,Iwould



havelovedforthemtostarttheirfamilytogether

butjustbecausethatdidn'thappenitdoesn'tmean

gorewestopthewilloftheGod.Whoareweto

judgeTsalawhenwearenotperfectourselves.

ReaTumisighedrelieved,theircalmnessand

understandingsurprisedhimtoo.

AlittlelaterthatEvening

Marcoputhisbagdownwhiletalkingtothephone.

Client:KanammeIsentyouaboutfivemessages

onFacebookbecauseIdidn'tknowyournumber.

Marco:IswearIdidseethem,arewefriends?

Client:No!

Marco:Ohthat'swhy,Iguesstheywenttomessage

requests,anywaycomebythegymtomorrow

eveningIwillsortyouout.



Client:Sure!

Hehungupandsatdowngoingthroughhis

messagerequests.Hewentthroughthemoneby

oneandopenedSame's.

Same:Hey,itwasniceseeingyouinflesh,finally

putthefacetothename.

(Secondmessage)Theerraacceptmyfriend

request!

(Thirdmessage)IcankeepyoubusywhileTsalais

stillnursing,don'tbescaredtocallme768#####,I

willshowyouagoodtime.

MarcoscreenshotandsentTsalaonWhatsApp.

**



**

**Goodnight

BEHINDCLOSEDDOORS

EPISODE39

Same:Hey,itwasniceseeingyouinflesh,finally

putthefacetothename.

(Secondmessage)Theerraacceptmyfriend

request!

(Thirdmessage)IcankeepyoubusywhileTsalais

stillnursing,don'tbescaredtocallme768#####,I

willshowyouagoodtime.

MarcoscreenshotandsentTsalaonWhatsApp.

OnthewaytoSerule



TsalalookedatMmaMoxsleepingwithhermouth

open,shelaughedaloneandtookoutherphone.

Justasshewasabouttoclickaphotoherphone

vibratedreceivingWhatsAppmessagessincethey

werenowwheretherewasnetwork.

SheclickedonMox'sfirstaskinghowfartheywere

thensheclickedonMarco's.ShereadSame's

messagesandshookherhead."Kantejaanong

whatkindofmessagesdoyousendMarcomma?"

shesentSame.

Same: hepassedthetextnekemocheka

ola.Youareinvestingyourfeelingsinthisguykana

friendIwantedtocheckwhatkindofapersonheis.

Tsala:Aahmma,youshouldn'thave!

Same:Ehesorry!Iwasjustjokingbytheway.Iwill

tellhimIwasjoking.



MmaMox:AkoObeephoneyeo,youhavebeenon

yourphonethewholetrip.

Tsalaputthephonebackinherhandbagandfolded

herarms.MmaMoxgaveherthebabyand

stretchedherarms.

John:Areyouokay?

Tsalaknodherhead,shekissedYamasaand

playedwithhernose.Herphoneranandshelooked

atMmaMoxbeforeshepickedup.

Tsala:Hey!

Mox:Haveyouarrived?

Tsala:Notyet.

Mox:OkayIwillbetherelennaintheevening.

Tsala:Okay!



Mox:Giveoladythephonesheiswithyouakere.

TsalaextendedherhandtoMmaMox!

Tsala:KeMoeemedi.

MmaMoxtookthephone.

MmaMox:Hello!

Tsalalookedatherbabyandsighed,shepinched

herlittlecheeksandshesmiledinhersleep.

MmaMox:Pleasestopdoingthatyouwillwakeher

up.

Tsalarolledhereyes,fewminuteslaterMmaMox

gaveherthephoneandtheydroveinsilenceuntil



theyarrived.Shesteppedoutofthecarandtook

thebabytoherbedroomwhileTsalafollowedwith

thebags.

MmaMox:Feedhersheishungry!

TsalasatdownandtookthebabyfromMmaMox.

Johncameinwiththerestofthestuff.

John:Oshapo?

Tsala:YeahIamjustannoyedgore,holdthebaby

likethis,likethat,don'tdothisdothataagggg!

John:Hahahasheisamothersheknowsbest.

Tsala:Aggg!

John:Iamgoingtodrivearoundlookingforaguest

houseandrest.

Tsala:Okay!

John:Seeyoulater!



Tsala:Sure!

JohnkissedYamaandleft.Tsalaheardhimsaying

goodbyeoutsideandMmaMoxcameinwitha

mattress.Shespreaditdownandspreadclean

blanketsandafleecethensheputthepillow.

MmaMox:Youmustbetiredfromthelongtrip,rest

whileIfixyoubathingwater.

Tsala:Eemma!

ShelaiddownandputherbreastbackinYama's

mouth,sheminuteslatershepulledoutandputher

breastbackinherbra,sheclosedhereyesandfell

asleep.

AtRraTumi'shouse

Bethparkedbythegateandsteppedoutwitha



tupperwarefullofdikgobeandbeefstewwith

salads.SheknockedonthedoorandaPreteengirl

openedthedoor.

Her:Dumelang!

Beth:Hi!

ShewalkedinsidethehouseandRraTumiwas

layingdownwhilealittlegirlaboutfouryearswas

steppingonhisbackmassaginghim.

RraTumi:(Withhiseyesclosed)Mmhyako

godimonyanakomageteng.

Beth:Dumelang!

RraTumiraisedherheadandlookedupathis

daugherinlaw.



RraTumi:Tshepithankyou!

Thelittlegirlgotoffhimandhestoodup.

RraTumi:Leteng?

Beth:Eerra,IbroughtyoudinnerIdidknowyouhad

companyorelseIwouldhavedishedmore..

RraTumi:Noitsfinewealreadyhaddinnerwewill

eatthistomorrow.

Beth:Ehe!

Shelookedatthelittlegirlandthenattheolderone

andsheknewwithoutbeingtoldthatthosewereher

sisterInlaws.

Beth:Doyoumaybehaveclothesyouneedmeto

wash?

RraTumi:Noeverythingissortedngwanakaletme



seethefood.

Mariancamefromthebathroomwrappedinatowel

andpanickedseeingBeth.

RraTumi:Mmhtheysmelldelicious.

Beth:(ToMarian)Dumelang!

Marian:Dumelang!

Beth:Nnyaaletmego,Ididn'tknowtherearekids

hereorelseIwouldhavebroughtmygirlstocome

playkanayouarevisiting?

Girl:Nowe..

Marian:Nnyaabatenghelayoucanbringthegirls.

Beth:Ehe,nnyaahavealovelyevening.Gosiame.

Theoldergirlwalkedhertothedoor.Bethshook

herheadgoingtohercar.



AtSerule

Tsala:(Typing)Itwasjustajokeareshewas

testingyou.

Marco:WellIdon'tappreciatesuchjokes,she

doesn'tknowmeandIdon'tknowher.Waphapha!

Tsala:Forgiveheronmybehalf!

Marco:Youaregoingtoearnherforgiveness.

Tsala:Hahahakemotsetsi.

Marco:So?

Tsala: stayawayfrommerrawee!

Moxknockedsoftlyonthedoorandopenedit

beforeTsalainvitedhimin.Tsalaputherbreast

backinherbraandputthephonedown.

Tsala:Ididn'tsaycomein.

Mox:BabyMama!



Tsala:Don'tcallmethat.

HeheldTsala'shandandhelpedherstandupand

huggedher.

Tsala:Stop!

Mox:Kantedidweeverbreakup?

Tsala:HahahaMoemedimonna!

Mox:Iloveyoukana,wenahelaifwereachthirty

bothsinglewearegettingmarriedandgiveYamaa

littlebrother.

Tsala:Hahawhythirty?

Mox:HahaIdon'tknowbutthirty,deal?

Tsala:Wenayouareamanwhore!

Mox:Nna?Sayssomeonewhohadhickiesallover

herbodyasenaevenaweekinGaborone.

Tsala:WayakaIhadthreemonths.

Mox:Ithinkitwastwodaysebile.



Tsala:Haha!

Mox:Gapewemakebeautifulbabiessoyouarenot

allowedtomakemorekidswithanyone,Idon'twant

tobeastepfathernna.

Tsala:Idon'twanttobeastepmothertoo.

Mox:Sothirtyitis?

Tsala:Thirtyfive.

Mox:KanammeyouandIneverbrokeupwaitse

akere!

Tsalafreedherselffromhimandhepulledherback,

hesoftlykissedherlipsandlookedinhereyes

fallinginlovealloveragain.Tsalaloweredhereyes

andsmiled.Thedooropenedandtheybothstepped

back.

MmaMox:Shimo!

Mox:AaahShimoinfrontofmywifeanddaughter,

kennaRraagweYamasa.



MmaMox:YouwillalwaysbeShimo.

Tsala:Shimohaha!

Mox:Stop!

MmaMoxtookwhatshecameforandwentback

outside.Moxtookouthisphoneandopenedthe

frontcamera.HetookaselfiewithTsalastanding

behindhim.

Tsala:Atleasttellmetofixmytop,bonahelamelala

elepeletse.

ShefixedherselfandpickedupYamasa.Sheputon

herpinkhairbandandMoxclickedafewselfies,

theybothlookedatthemandchoosetheir

favouritesthenMoxsentthemtoTsala.Heposted

oneonFacebookcaptioned"Blessings "

AtSame'sHouse



SamereactedonMox'sphotoandcommented"My

people"Shescreenshotthephotoandsentitto

TsalaonWhatsApp.

Same:Uhuuyouarebacktogether?

Tsala:Hahawhendidweeverbreakup?

Same:HahahamphaMarcoee

Tsala:Hahawillyouabletohandlehim?Wajayoo!

Same:

Tsala:.

Same:IfyoucanhandlehimthenIamsureIcan.

Tsala: HeymmaMmaMoxisannoyingme

gore,heedon'tholdthebabylikethis,don'tholdher

likethatagggg!Everyfiveminuteschangethe

baby'sposition.Sheissocontrollinggorewithone

eye.

Same:Hahaha!Shehasoneeye?



Tsala:TheotheroneisgreyIdon'tknowifshecan

seewithit.

Same: WhenareyougoingtoGaborone?

Tsala:Tomorrow,Iamnotleavingmybabyhere

becauseIwantto,Ijustdon'thaveachoicegape

mybrothersnebaresheistooyoungtobeleftwith

ananny.

Same:Akere!

Tsala:Ijaashejustcameinmma,let'shearwhat

shehastocomplainabout.Wewilltalk.

Sheputthephonedown.

MmaMox:Kantewhat'ssointerestinginyourphone

becauseyourealwaysonyourphone?

Tsaladidn'treply.



ThefollowingMorning

"Okaynoshapo,suresure"Tumisaidandputhis

phonedown.Hewenttothebathroomwherehis

wifewasshowering,hestoodbehindherandput

hisDontopofherbuttanditsliddown,hedidit

againuntilitwashardthenhemadehertouchthe

wallwhilehedrilledherfrombehind.Bethmoa***

softlyandheldontothewall,Tumiwrappedhis

armsaroundherbellypullingherharderintohim

givingherhardstrokes.

Beth:Babekantewhenwasthelasttimeyouwent

toseeyourdad.

Tumi:SoyouarethinkingaboutmyfatherwhileI...

Beth:Nohe..

Tumi:Wrongtiming,kanaIamnotdoinganything..

Hesaidincreasinghisstrokes,harderanddeeper.

"Youweresayingwhataboutmydad"hewhispered



inherearand,Bethlookedupwithhereyesclosed

andmouthwideopenmoa***loudly.

AtSerule

Tsalalookedatherstomachinthemirrorandit

didn'tlooklikeshegavebirthamonthback.Sheput

onadressandsatdownputtingonsandalswhen

Moxcamein.

Tsala:Hey!

Mox:(Down)Ya!

Tsala:Andthen?

HekeptquietlookingatBabyYamasawhowas

sleeping.

Tsala:Weshouldmakeacalendarofwhenwe



cometoseeYamasothatwealwayscome

together.

Mox:..

Tsala:Mox!

Mox:WaitsegoreTsalayouareungrateful,my

motherishelpinguswiththebabyandyousayall

thethingsyousaid.

Tsala:WhatdidIsay?

Mox:(Clickedhistongue)..

Tsala:KantewarewhatdidIsay?Ididn'tsay

anythingnna,YourmumkeenearengIsaid

something,maybeIsaidwithoutknowinggoreIam

offendingher.

Mox:Youdidn'tmakefunofhereye?

Tsala:What,noI..

Moxtook,outthephoneandshowedher

screenshotsfromSame!Shekeptquiet.



Mox:Youdidn'tsendyourfriendthis?

Tsala:...

Moxclickedhistongueandwentoutside.Tsala

pickedupherphoneanddialedSame.

Same:Hello!

Tsala:WhydidyousentMoxscreenshotsofour

conversationlegonewheredoyougettalkingto

Moxbehindmyback?

Same:Uhuyouownhimebile,Ineedpermissionto

talktohimIdidn'tknow.

Tsala:Moxismybabydaddyand..

Same:Keeptellingyourselfthatyouwilleventually

believeit.

Tsala:Iknowwhothefatherofmychildmmaawee,

tsarengnedidamagedgoodstse?

Same:Damagedgoodsthatsleptwithyourbaby

daddy.



Tsala:AtleastIdidn'tshareadi**withmymum.

**

**
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everyone )



Same:Hello!

Tsala:WhydidyousentMoxscreenshotsofour

conversationlegonewheredoyougettalkingto

Moxbehindmyback?

Same:Uhuyouownhimebile,Ineedpermissionto

talktohimIdidn'tknow.

Tsala:Moxismybabydaddyand..

Same:Keeptellingyourselfthatyouwilleventually

believeit.

Tsala:Iknowwhothefatherofmychildmmaawee,

tsarengnedidamagedgoodstse?

Same:Damagedgoodsthatsleptwithyourbaby

daddy.

Tsala:AtleastIdidn'tshareadi**withmymum.

Sheinstantlyregrettedwhatshejustsaid.

Same:Iwishoneofyourmanyboyfriendsrapes

yourdaughtersothatyoutooknowhowit'sliketo



shareadi**withyourdaughter.

Shehungupcrying,shecoveredherfacecryingout

loud.Ditshegocameintheroomandlookedat

Same.

Ditshego:Same?

Shelookedawaycrying.

Ditshego:Same?

Shewipedhertearsandturnedtohermother.

Ditshego:What'sgoingon?

Same:I...



SheburstintotearsandDitshegohuggedher.

"Didimalangwanaka"

AtMmaMox'sHouse

Tsalaputherbaginthecarandwenttoknockon

Mox'sdoor.Heopenedwhilestilltalkingtothe

phone.

Mox:Surebye,mmmh!

Kesego:KerileIloveyou.

Mox:Hahametoo.

Kesego:Elegorewhhoareyouwith,whycan'tyou

sayIloveyouback.

Mox:Kerilemetoo.

Kesego:Shaporra!

Mox:Jaanongwangala?

Kesego:Iloveyou!



Mox:Iloveyoutoo.

Kesego:Thankyou!Whatwashardaboutthat?

Mox:Hahashapowewilltalkakere.

Kesego:Bye!

HehungupandturnedtoTsala.

Tsala:Canwetalk?

Mox:Mmmh?

Tsala:IapologiseforwhatIsaidaboutyourmother.

Mox:MymumisoneofthenicestpersonIknow

andsheishelpingusfromthekindnessofherheart,

theleastyoucandoisrespecther.

Tsala:Icrossedtheline,Iamsorry.Ishouldn'thave

madefunofhereyebecauseIknowwhathappened

tohertobelikethat.IpromiseIwillneversaywhat

Isaidaboutheragainandyessheisdoingusa

favour,Ishouldappreciateandrespecther.



Mox:Good!

Tsala:Iamreallysorry,sheisyourmumand..

Mox:Youapologised,it'sfine.

Tsala:Thanks!Umaboutusmakingacalenderfor

whentovisit.

Mox:Wecandothatanytimeakere.

Tsala:Yeah!Johniswaitingforus.

Shelefttheroomandwenttothehouse,she

knockedonceonthedoorandlookedinside."Mma

Botswana,MmaLebopowarona"MmaMoxsaid

massagingYama'slegsthenshelaidheronher

stomachandmassagedherback.

Tsala:Wearegoing!

MmaMox:Sithere!

Shesaidpattingthebed,Tsalasatdown,MmaMox



clearedherthroat.

MmaMox:Don'tforgetgoreyouareanewmother

rautlwana.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMox:YouknowwhatgocallShimoforme

becauseyoubothneedtohearwhatIhavetosay.

TsalawenttoMox'sroomandcalledhim.Tsalasat

downwhilehestoodup.

MmaMox:Doyouseethisbaby,labonagoresheis

freshakere.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMox:Lemmonagoresheisnotsickakere,let

itbelikethisforever.Ngwanawailelwa(lookedat

Mox)NotjustTsalabutyoutoo.Thatmeansboth

ofyouarenotallowedtosleepwithotherpeople

andcometouchthischildbecauseyouwillmake



hersick.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMox:Moemedi!

Mox:Iheardyou.

MmaMox:IhopeyoudidhearmebecausennaIam

notgoingtotakecareofachildwhowasmadesick

kabomo.Idon'twantachildthatIwillbe

embarrassedtoundresskosekalengalepelela

dimpalemaragobecauseherparentschoosetobe

carelesss.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMox:Moemedi!

Mox:Hahahakantewhyjustme.

MmsMox:IknowgoreTsalaheardme,Iwantyou

tohearmetoo.IknowgoreMenthinkgoreit'sonly

themother'sresponsibilitygoilelangwana.Just

touchingthischildcankillher.

Moemedi:Eemma!

MmaMox:Good,IsaidwhatIsaid,it'suptoyougo



ilelangwanawalona.Nnakeiletsebamebana

akerewabonagoreyouareagrownupman.Ifyou

don'tbehavethenyouwilltakeofyourchildOreng

areOlebakogodimoaboawakasekota.

Theybothlaughed.

MmaMox:Don'tlaugh.

Tsala:Weheardyou(ToMox)Akere!

Mox:Yes!

MmaMox:Good!

Haveasafejourneybongwanaka.

Tsala:Thankyou!

Theyleft,TsalasatatthebackwhileMoxsatatthe

frontwithJohnandtheyleft.



AtDitshego'sWork

FeelinguneasyaboutleavingSameathomealone

notfeelingwellDitshegowenttothebackand

dialedSame'snumberbutherphonerang

unanswered.Shecalledagainthencalledthe

neighbour'schild.

Her:Hello!

Ditshego:HiSameisnotfeelingwellmonchekele

hooIamtryinghernumbersheisnotpickingup.

Her:OkayIamgoingtothetuckshopIwillcheck

herwhenIcomeback.

Ditshego:Thankyou!

OnthewayfromSerule



Tsala'sphonereceivedansms,sherolledhereyes

seingwhoitwasfromanddecidednottoopenthe

text.

AtDitshego'swork

Ditshego'sphonerangandsheexcusedherself

goingoutside.

Ditshego:Hello!

Neighbour:HelloMmaSame.

Ditshego:Ee!

Neighbour:Iamknockingandshedidn'tanswerso

Ilookedthroughthewindow,sheissleepingonthe

floorandshehasfoamcomingoutofhermouth.

**



**

**HappyNewyearmypeople,Iloveyouguysso

muchandthanksformakingmyyear.Iwasgoing

topostforthosewhosubscribedbutitsthelast

Fridayoftheyearandwedeservethisappreciation

Insert.
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Ditshego:Hello!

Neighbour:HelloMmaSame.

Ditshego:Ee!



Neighbour:Iamknockingandshedidn'tanswerso

Ilookedthroughthewindow,sheissleepingonthe

floorandshehasfoamcomingoutofhermouth.

Ditshego:What?(Panicked)Isshemoving,openthe

door,callsomeonetobreakthedoor.

Neighbour:I..

Ditshego:Callsomeone,callsomeonepleasemy

daughterisdying,breakthedoor.

Sheranoutstillwearinghercleaninguniform.Her

colleaguecalledoutforherbutshegotinthetaxi

crying.

LaterthatAfternoonatGabs

Tsalawalkedaroundtheshopputtingtoiletriesin

thetrolleythenshetookpacketsofbusciuts,chips

andcereals.



John:Istillremembermydaysbackinvarsity,the

hunger!Welivedoffcerealsandtea.

Tsala:Haha!

Shepushedthetrolleytothecounterandtheypaid

thenJohnhelpedhertakethemtothecar.They

droveinsilencetocampusandJohnhelpedher

takeeverythingtoherroom.Portiaopenedthedoor

andscreamed,theyhuggedjumpingupanddown

thensheletgooffher,Portiasteppedbackand

lookedatTsala'sflatstomach.

Portia:Omaakakanayoudon'thaveababy.

Tsala:Hahahah!

Portia:NoseriousTsalayoudon'thaveababy.

Tsala:KeMmaagweYamasamma.

Portia:How,Istayedwithyou,yourstomachwas

flatflatlikerightnow.



ShehelpedTsalatakethebagsinsideandJohn

followed,theyexchangedgreetingsandTsala

introducedthem.

Portia:AndIamsingle.

Theyalllaughed,Tsala'sphonerangandshesat

downonherbedpickingup.

Tsala:Hello!

MmaMox:Hello,Aoyoustillhaven'tarrived?

Tsala:WejustarrivedIwasgoingtocallyouafter

settlingin.

MmaMox:Ehe,Iwasworriedkeipotsawhyyou

haven'tcalled.

Tsala:Eemma,howisYama?

MmaMox:Waiit'slikeyoudidn'tleave,itwas

rainingearlier,shespentthewholedaysleeping,

shejustwokeup,Ibathedherthenfeedher,sheis



sleepingagain.

Tsala:Aongwanake,kissherforme.

MmaMox:Iwill,takecareofyourselves,Ihopeyou

heardwhatIsaidmaloba.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMox:Good!

Tsala:Gosiame!

Shehungup,Portiashookherheadandclapped

herhands.

Portia:Stilldon'tbelieveyouareamumnow!

Tsala:Iam!

Shewalkedherbrotheroutsidetohiscar.

John:Iwillbeleavingtomorrowmorning,lwill

comesaygoodbyelater.



Tsala:Okay,thankyouforeverything.

John:IfIdon'tdoitwhowill?

Tsalasmiledandhuggedherbrotherthenshewent

backinsideandfoundherphoneringing,sherolled

hereyesandpickedup.

Tsala:Ihopeyoudidn'tcallmetoinsultmetoo

akere.

Leeto:Hey,didyouhearaboutSame?

Tsala:WhataboutSame?

Leeto:Sheisinthehospital,shetriedtotakeherlife.

Tsala:(Panicked)What?

Leeto:YeahIatriedtocallherandherlittlesister

pickedup,theyareatthehospital.

Tsala:What?ShesentmeatextearlierkanaandI

didn'treadit,I..Why..Howisshe?

Leeto:Idon'tknow,doyoumaybehaveher



mother'snumberandaskhowsheisbecauseI

can't.

Tsala:IusedtohaveitIdon'tknowifIstillhaveit,

Sameoncesentmetextwiththenumberletmego

throughmymessages.

Leeto:Thanks!

ShehungupandopenedSame'sprevioustext"I

neverexpectedyoutotalktomethewayyoudid,

youareonepersonwhosawandknowswhatI

wentthrough,Ididchoosetoberap**,youmade

mefeellikeIenjoyedit,wellIhopeyouwillforgive

yourselfonedayforsayingthattome"Tsala

swallowedhardfeelingguilty.Asshewentthrough

hertextscheckingforDitshego'snumberMarco's

callcamethrough.

Tsala:HeyIwillcallyouback!

Marco:Okay,Obusyle..



Shehunguponhimbeforehefinishedhissentence.

TsalafinallyfoundthetextanddialedDitshego's

number

Ditshego:Hello!

Tsala:HelloitsTsala,I...HowisSameIcalledher

numberabogotwesheisatthehospital.

Ditshego:Theypumpedthepillsoutofhersystem

sheissleeping.

Tsala:(Tookadeepbreathrelieved)ThankGod!

Ditshego:LetmetalktotheDoctorIwillcallyou.

Tsala:Eemmatanki!

ShehungupandcalledLeeto.

ThefollowingMorning

Bethwavedatthekidsastheygotintheschoolbus



andshewentbackinsidethehouse.Tumicame

fromthekitcheneatinganapple,hekissedhiswife

andheadedtothedoor.

Beth:Babewait!

Tumi:Canwetalklater,Iamrunninglate.

Beth:Shapo!

Tumi:Iloveyou!

Beth:Iloveyou!

Heleft,shesatdownandsighed,maybetherewas

nothinggoingonbetweenMarianandherfatherin

law,maybeMarianwasreallytheretotakecareof

thePastor,nothingmorebutthetwogirlswho

lookedlikeherhusband,maybeshewasseeing

thingsthatwerenotthere.ThereisnowayRraTumi

wouldmovehisgirlfriendinsidehismaritalhome

noteventwomonthsafterhiswife'sburial.



AttheHospital

Doctorwalkedinfollowedbythesocialworker.He

introducedhertoSamewhodidn'tlookinterested.

SW:HelloSamehowareyou?

Samekeptquiet.

SW:Don'tworryIamnotgoingtoaskyouanything

hereIjustcametointroducemyself.

Same:..

Doctor:Youhavetotalktoher,Itoldyouweare

onlygoingtodischargeyouifshesaysso.

Same:Whatdoyouwantmetosay?

SW:Youdon't..

Same:(Crying)Haveyoueverbeenrapedthen

calleddamagedgoods?



SW:Nobut..

Same:Butnothing,youdon'tknowhowIfeel

(crying)Youdon'tknowmypain,talkingwon'tmake

meforgetwhatIwentthrough.

NeithertheSocialworkerortheDoctorsaid

anything.Sametriedtoremovethedripfromher

handwhenherMotherwalkedin.

Ditshego:Whatareyoudoing?

Shestopped.Ditshegoexchangedgreetingswith

theDoctorandSocialworkerandtheyintroduced

themselvesthentheDoctoraskedthattheystep

aside.TheytalkedforafewminutesthenDitshego

wentbackinside.

Ditshego:Howareyoufeeling?

Same:..



Ditshego:Youhavetotalktosomeonebecausenna

youdon'twanttotalktome.

Same:..

Ditshego:Same!

Same:..

Ditshegoputherbagdownandputherphoneon

top.

Ditshego:Tsalacalledonmywayhere,talktoher

sheisreallyworriedaboutyou.

Same:...

Ditshego:Iwillcomeseeyouafterwork.

Same:..

Ditshego:Shapo!

SheleftandSamewipedhertears,immediatelyas

shepickedherphoneitrang.



Tsala:Hello,Same?Hello!

Same:Whatdoyouwant?

Tsala:Hey,Iamworriedaboutyou.

Same:Don't,youshouldworryaboutMarco,what

willhappentohimwheneveryonefindsoutheis

sleepingwithastudent.

Tsala:SameIknowwebothsaidsomethingsthat

wedidn'tmean,thisisbetweenmeandyounot..

Samehunguponher,Tsalawalkedintoherfirst

classshaking,shebitherlowerlipandsatdown

thenshetookoutherphoneabouttotextSame

whenthelecturecamein,sheputitbackinher

handbagandtookadeepbreath.

LaterthatEvening

Tsalacamefromtheshowerholdinghertoiletries



bag,sheputitdownandsatonthebedapplying

lotiononherselfwhenPortiastormedinside.She

closesthedoorandgaveTsalaherphone.

Tsala:Whatisthis?

Portia:YouaretrendingMoghel!

ShereadSame'spostandswallowedhard.Itwasa

photoofTsalacaptioned"Don'tthrowstonesliving

inaglasshouse,don'tforgetIknowyourmarital

status,IknowwhoyourrealbabydaddyisandI

knowyouaresleepingwithyourlectureforgood

grades.Ihavethereceipts."

Portia:Kantearen'tyoufriends?

Tsalagavebackthephone.

AttheHospital



Same:Hello!

Leeto:Deletethatpost!

Same:Why,Tsala..

Leeto:Deletethatpostorwearedone,ifyouand

Tsalahaveproblemsyoufightfacetofacenoton

socialmedia.Whatyouposteddoesnotonlyaffect

TsalabutMoxandherfamily.

Same:..

Leeto:DeletethepostorIswearwearedone!

Hehunguponher,Sameswallowedhardand

deletedthepost.

ThefollowingMorning

Tsalaputherbooksinherbagwalkingtohernext

classandcouldfeeleveryone'seyesonher,she



ignoredthemandsatdown.Sheknewwhatthey

weretalkingaboutandshewasnotgoingto

entertainthem.

Herphonereportedansms.

Same:IonlydeletedthatpostbecauseofLeeto,you

andIarenotdone.

Tsala:Nexttimeyoutrytokillyourselftietheknota

littletighter.

MonthsLater...

** HAPPYNEWYEAREVERYONE
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MonthsLater...

MmaMoxfinishedcleaningMox'sbedroomandleft

thewindowsanddoorwideopen,shewenttothe

laundrylinetocheckontheblanketsshewashed

yesterdayandtheywerehalfdry.Her

granddaughtercamerunningwithherphonefrom

thehouse.

MmaMox:Whoisit?

Her:Idon'tknowitdoesn'thaveaname.

Shetookthephoneandpickedup.

MmaMox:Hello!

Tsala:HikeTsalaIborrowedphone.

MmaMox:Eheee!Iwaswonderingwhoitwas.

Tsala:EeIdon'thaveairtimesoIborrowedfroma



friend,howisYama?

MmaMox:SheissleepingnnaIwascleaningthe

bedroomwhereyouwillsleep.

Tsala:Eemma,IguessIwillbetherekabofouror

earlier.

MmaMox:Eheee!Pleasedon'tbuymoreclothes,

buyawashingmachineinstead.

Tsala:HahahabutIsendmadiamothowawashing

everyweekend.

MmaMox:MmhmmhIfiredher,neakgonisitse

mosesewangwanake.

Tsala:Hahahaha!

Marcokissedherneckandshepushedhimback,

shewenttothebedroomandtriedtoclosethedoor

butMarcopushedit.Hekissedherneckwhilestill

talkingtoMmamox.

MmaMox:Everyoneattheclinicknowsmegore



ngwanakeisalwayscleanandsheneverdrops

weightebile..

TsalacoveredhermouthasMarcopushedher

shortsdownandsquattedkissingherstomach.

Tsala:Stop!

MmaMox:Sheisneatlycut,Idon'tlikebanabadi

braidsekarebathobabatona.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMox:EbileIwasthinkinggorewhenyoucome

weshouldgopierceherearsbutIthinkweshould

waitforwinter,it'sbesttopierceduringwinter.

Tsala:Eemma!

Marcopushedheronthebedandpulledtherestof

herpants.



Tsala:Iwillcallyouback,letme...

ShehungupandpushedMarcooffher.

Marco:ComeonIwilljustrubitonthetop.

Tsala:No,Iamnottakingchances.

Marco:Thenletmecomewithyou.

Tsala:Hahahano!

Marco:Buahelagorewantima.

Tsalapulleduphershortsandkissedhim.

Marco:Thisthingaboutgettingthebabysickifyou

havese*isamyth,believemeIknowthesethings.

Comeonithasbeenthreemonths,evenatthe

hospitalyouareallowedtohaves**aftersixweeks.

Tsala:Iamnotrefusing,IpromisewhenIcome

backIamallyours.



Marcorubbedhisfaceandsatdown.

Tsala:What?

Marco:Nothing!

Tsala:Ongadile?

Marco:NoI..

Shehelpedhimstandupthensheputherhandsin

hissweatpants,Marcosmiledandlookedaway.

Tsalaturnedhisheadandmadehimlookather.

Tsala:IpromiseyouanighttorememberwhenI

comeback!

Marco:Promise?

Tsala:Ipromise!

Shesaidpullingdownhispantsandhis150g



peacefulsleepspraysizeliked***sprungout,she

rubbeditandsquatted,shelookedupathimbefore

shecircledhertongueonthecircumferenceofhis

circumcisedmushroomheadand...***

AtUB

SamerolledhereyesasDitshegoshoutedinthe

phone.

Ditshego:Whatkindofregistrationgoesonfortwo

weeksevenontheholidays?

Same:MamajaanongwhatshouldIdobecauseI

haven'tfinishedregistering,okayfinethenIwill

comehome,whatiftheschoolsIhaveregisteredat

don'ttakeme?

Ditshego:Thethingsyouaredoingarenotfunnyat

all,givemeTsala.

Same:TsalaisoutIwillgiveherthephonewhen

shecomesback.



Ditshego:Youhavebeensayingthatforday,give

meTsala'snumberthen.

Same:Iwill!

Ditshego:Dothat!PeoplealwaysgotoGaboroneto

registerbutnooneeverspentthewholemonth,nna

kelanthakeobonamoregistaroyontsengjalo.

Sheclickedhertongueandhungup.Samewentto

Leeto'sroomwherehewaswithhisfriends.Leeto

stoodupandpulledheraside.

Leeto:Areng?

Same:ShesaysIcanstay.

Leeto:Really?

Same:YeahakeresheknowsgoreIamwithTsala

that'swhysheagreed.

Leeto:Great!



Hesaidkissingherandtheywentintohisroom.

ThefollowingMorning

Tsalasatdowninthebusandopenedher

WhatsAppwhilewaitingforthebustodeparture

andshehadamessagefromMox.

Mox:Whattimeareyouleaving?

Tsala:Iaminthebus.You?

Mox:AfewfriendsandIplannedtogotoMaunfor

themascomDerby.

Tsalaclickedhertongueandsteppedoutofthebus

dialingMox.

Mox:Hello!

Tsala:WhosaidnnaIdon'twanttogotothederby?



Mox:Weplannedthisbefore..

Tsala:MoemediItoldyougoreifyouarenotgoing

tobearoundthenletmegivethebabyforadoption

andwhatdidyoudo?

Kesegowokeupandpulledthesheetupher

breastslisteningtoMoxtalkingonthephone.

Mox:KantejaanongIamnotallowedtolive?Isaw

Yamatwoweeksago.

Tsala:YouarenotgoingtoMaun.

Mox:TsalaI..

Tsala:KareyouarenotgoingtoMaunyouthink

youaretheonlyonewhoknowshowtohavefun

neh,gotoMaunhelaandyouwillseetheotherside

ofmeyouhaveneverseen.

Mox:I..

Tsala:Karego,justgotoMaun,lennaIwouldhave

stayedinGaboronebutIchoosetogotoSeruleso



wecanspendtimewithYamawenaobuaMaun,go

then,gotoMaun.

"Givemethatphone"Kesegosaidinthe

background.

Mox:Ididn'tknowhavingachildwithyouisgoing

tobethismuchwork.

Tsala:Nowyouknow.

Sheclickedhertongueandhungupthenshewent

tothebus.

Kesego:WaitsegoreTsalathinkssheisthebossof

you,whodoesshethinksheis?

Mox:...

Kesego:YoushouldhavegivenmethatphoneI

wouldhaveputherinherplace.



Moxtookadeepbreath.

Kesego:Kanammesheiswastingherbreathwe

aregoingtoMaun.

ShelookedatMox!

Kesego:WearegoingtoMaunright?

Mox:EishIdon'twantdrama,letmegohome.

Kesego:Soyouaregoingtolethercontrolyou,agg

Moemedigrowabackbone.Whatwillshedoifyou

gotoMaun?

Mox:Idon'twantdrama.

Kesego:ThenIamcomingwithyou.

Shesaidfoldingherarms.



Kesego:Iamcomingwithyou.ThatTsalaneedsto

knowherplace,sheshouldknowgoreherdaysof

controllingyouareoverbecauseyouarehaving

anotherbaby.

Shesaidrubbingherlittlestomach.

AlittlelaterthatafternoonAtSerule

Tsalasmiledopeningthegateandwalkedin,

MmaMoxwhowaslayingunderthetreewithYama

raisedherhead.

Tsala:Bathong,isthatmybaby!Dumelang!

Sheputthebagandplasticsdown.

Tsala:SheeebathongYamamma,thankGodI



didn'tthrowawaythereceiptsbonahelahowbig

youare,thejumpsuitIbroughtyouisnotgoingto

fit.

MmaMox:Shejustfinishedherforthbottleofmilk

ebile,ngonyanayowaja.

Tsala:BathongYamamma.

MmaMox:ButtheNursesarenotcomplainingka

enebaresheisnormalweight,Moemediwasthis

fatasababy.

Tsala:Haha!

Shesatdownandkissedherbaby.

MmaMox:Ihaveapainfulshoulderkethischild.

Tsala:Nnyaammasheisfatekaresheisalready

eating.

MmaMox:Butitsonlymilk,Okaeheruselessfather

ishecomingorgoingtoMaun?

Tsala:AreheiscomingneareoyaDerby,Idon't



knowwhatmakeshimthinkhecanhavefunwhileI

amheretakingcareofYamaalone.

MmaMox:GoodlennaIsawhistextareheisgoing

toMaunhisbrotherneedshishelpkantehewants

togohavefun.

Tsalakissedherbaby.

MmaMox:Icleanedhisbedroomforyou.

Tsala:Thankyou!

MmaMox:TodayIamgoingtosleeplikeababy

withnodisturbancewaitsegorengwanawagago

wantapisa.

Tsala:Hahaha!

MmaMox:Icookeddikgobeandbeefstewdoyou

eatthem?

Tsala:YesebileIamstarving.



SheputYamaonherhipandfollowedMmaMoxto

thetraditionalkitchen.Shewatchedherdishingfor

hetandfeltbadaboutwhatshesaidabouther.

MmaMox:Iamonlydishingforyoutodaybecause

youareholdingthebaby,don'tthinkIwilldothis

everyday,youarenotaguesthere.

ShesaiddishingforTsalaandgavehertheplate,

Tsalaputthebabydownandstartedeatingwhena

taxiparkedbythegateandtheybothlooked.

MmaMox:It'sMoemedi!Whoishewith,whydoes

hebringguestswhenheknowshedoesn'tbuyfood?

Tsala:Haha!

MeanwhileMoxsteppedoutwithKesego,she

cradledherlittlestomachandfollowedMoxinside.



Mox:IamyettogetusedtoRhino'sdeath,kanait

alwaysranuptomewhenIarrived.Dumelang!

MmaMox:Dumelang!

Kesego:Dumelang!

MmaMox:Dumelamma!

TheysatdownandMoxpickedupYama.

Mox:HeebathongYama!

Tsala:Gatweyouwerethisfatwhenyouwerea

baby?

TheyalllaughedexceptforKesego.

MmaMox:HisAuntusedtocallhimNkete.

Mox:Ijaaa,O'ladypleasealwayscheckyour

audiencebeforeyousaysomethings.

MmaMox:Hahayouwerethisfat,actuallyallmy



kidswerethisfatwhentheywereyoung.

Moxclearedhisthroat.

Mox:OladythisisKesego!

MmaMox:Kesegokae?

Kesego:IamfromLentsweletau.

MmaMox:Eheee!

Therewassilence.

Mox:Kesegoismyfriendandshehascometo

spendtheholidayswithus.

MmaMox:Eheee!Whatkindofafriend?

Mox:Haha,she,sheismygirlfriend.

MmaMox:Eheee!Youstudytogether?

Mox:Yes!



MmaMox:JaanongkeengekareGakebone

Kesegosentejaana?(Isitmyeyesorsheis

expecting?)

Kesegolookeddown.

MmaMox:Whenyouleftheredidn'tItellyou..

Mox:IthappenedbeforeYamawasborn.

MmaMox:Sheisnotsupposedtocomeherebefore

herfamilycomesheretoannouncethepregnancy,

whatifsomethinghappenstoherhere,whatarewe

goingtosaytoherfamily?(LookedatKesego)

KanakoLentsweletauleipegeladimpa?(Orat

Lentsweletauyouannounceyourownpregnancies?)

**

**

**

**Goodnight
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MmaMox:JaanongkeengekareGakebone

Kesegosentejaana?(Isitmyeyesorsheis

expecting?)

Kesegolookeddown.

MmaMox:Whenyouleftheredidn'tItellyou..

Mox:IthappenedbeforeYamawasborn.

MmaMox:Sheisnotsupposedtocomeherebefore

herfamilycomesheretoannouncethepregnancy,

whatifsomethinghappenstoherhere,whatarewe

goingtosaytoherfamily?(LookedatKesego)

KanakoLentsweletauleipegeladimpa?(Orat

Lentsweletauyouannounceyourownpregnancies?)



Kesegokeptquiet.

MmaMox:Icannotletyoustayherengwanakathe

situationyouareindoesn'tallowmetowelcome

youherebecauseGodforbidifanythinghappensto

youIwillbeintrouble.

Mox:But..

MmaMox:NobutsgapeIdon'tknowgorewhenyou

bringherherewarewagojaengbecauseyou

neverevensendtwohundredpulaOreMmetsaaO

rekeseshabo,eventhischild,haveyoueverbrought

heradresshelawafiftypula?

Moxkeptquiet.Tsalawenttoputtheplateatthe

kitchen.

MmaMox:Didyouwashitgakerateboata.

TsalawentbacktowashitthenshetookYamato



Mox'sbedroomwheretheylaiddown.MmaMox

stoodupandwenttothehouse.Kesegoswallowed

hardandclearedherthroat.

Kesego:ButTsalaisallowedtostayhere,why

doesn'tshegotoMaun?Howdoesshespendthe

holidaysbecauseyouarenottogether.

Mox:Itoldyouweshouldn'thavecomehere.

Kesego:Takemetoaguesthouse,Iamnotgoing

tosleepwhereIamnotwanted.

Mox:Withwhatmoney?

Kesego:Akereyouhavefivehundredpulawa

maloba.

Mox:Andhowmuchisaguesthouseandtransport

foryoutogobackhome?

Kesego:Jaanongwhatdoyouwantmetodoakere

wabonagoreIamnotwelcomehere!

Mox:Shewon'tchaseyouout.

Kesego:IamnotsleepinghereMoemediit'sclear



yourMotherwantsyoutogetbacktogetherwith

Tsala.

Mox:Wasimollaakere,akereyouhaveyourown

moneygotoaguesthousethen.

Hestoodupandwenttohismother.

Mox:JaanongyougaveTsalamyroomwhereamI

goingtosleep?

MmaMox:Ididn'tknowgoreyouarebringinga

guestakere,Ithoughtyouwillsleepintherewith

herandhelpwiththebabyatnight.Youwillsleepin

yourbrother'shousethen.

Mox:WhataboutKesego?

MmaMox:Whatabouther,sheisyourguestakere

youareresponsibleforherbuttomorrowmorning

shebettergohome.Totangwanakahaveyouever

heardofathingcalledacondom?Wenajaanong

ekareyouwillbeaproblem,nnakeheletsegoneha

goYama,don'tthinkIwillbetakingallyourchildren



in.Thereisfoodoutsidedishforyourselves.

AtGameCitymall

SameandLeetowalkedaroundtheshopwhile

Leetotalkedtohisbrotheronthephone.Hewentto

thevacuumcleanersection.

Leeto:Ithinkkeyoneyeyatwopointtwo.Okay

shapoIwilltakeaphotonow.

Leetolookedaroundandtookaphotoofthe

vacuumcleaner.Samewalkedaroundtheshop

lookingaroundthenwentbacktoLeeto.

Same:Isittheoneyouwanted?

Leeto:Yes,let'scheckdifanthisside.



Amanwhowasalsolookingaroundtheshop

walkedovertotheirside.Leeto'sphonerangandhe

walkedafewmetersaway.

Him:Kgm!

Sameturnedtohim.

Him:Hi!

Hetookouthisbusinesscardandputitinhertop.

Him:Callme!

HewalkedawayandLeetocameback.

Leeeto:Aggthisguy,let'sgotothenextshopand

checkdifan.



Sameremovedthecardfromhertopandputitin

herhandbag.

LaterthatEvening

Bethwipedherhandsandtooktheringingphone

fromthekitchencounter.

Beth:Hello!

Tsala:HikebonedimissedcallsIwasbathing

Yama.

Beth:Bathongyouarenotcominghome?

Tsala:Mmolokiwassupposedtobringusjaanong

thingschangedlastminute,Ican'ttravelkadibus

withababy.

Beth:Eegone,IguessIwillsendherclotheskabus

then.



Tsala:BuysixtotwelvemmaMoghelisfatandbig.

Beth:Hahahaheelang!

Tsala:IyooommaekarewanosetswaMmaMoxis

reallytakingcareofher.

Beth:Thaata,maybeIshouldbringLolothere

ngwanakekanaistenkilogramswena.

Tsala:Hahahaakere.

Beth:Sendusphotosmmawemissyouguys.

Tsala:NoJulywearecoming.

Beth:Dothat,IwilltellyouwhenIhavesentthe

parcels.

Tsala:Okay,heelacanIaskyousomething?

Beth:Yes!

Tsala:Thereisthisothergirlshehadherbabya

monthbeforemeebileareeneleboyfriendare

alreadydoingit,goshapo?

Beth:HahahaaftersixweekskanammeOshapo.

Tsala:Sixweeks?



Beth:Yesunlesswenayouwanttowaitoryoufeel

goreyourbodyisnotready.

Tsala:Andherbaby,won'tshegetsick?

Beth:Isshebreastfeeding?

Tsala:No!

Beth:Thenshehasnothingtoworryabout.

Tsala:Areyousurethebabywon'tgetsick?

Beth:Tsala,justgogetpreventionandhavese*

Yamaisnotgoingtogetsick.Omoiletsesheis

grownupnow.

Tsala:WhosaidIwastalkingaboutme?

Beth:Hahaha!Ehethengotellyourfriendgoreit's

fine.

Tsala:Hahahashapo!

Beth:Wait,whenwasthelasttimeyouspoketo

yourfather?

Tsala:Aggmaybetwoweeksago.

Beth:Callhimthemma,stubbornasheishe



missesyouguys.

Tsala:Missusjangakerehehasanewfamily.

Beth:Comeon,he...

Tsala:LetmeattendYamasheiscrying.

Beth:Okay.

ShehungupandpickedupYamaputtingheronher

lapandfeedher.

MmaMox:MmmhmmhItoldyoutolayherdown

whenyoufeedher.

TsalaputYamadownandfeedher.

MmaMox:Whatareyougoingtoeatoryouwilleat

dikgobeagain.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMox:Youarenotaguestherengwanaka,there



isfoodinthekitchenifyouarehungrygoprepare

yourselfsomething.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMox:Iamgoingoutyouwillbefineakere,

gapeMoxOtengdon'tbescaredtocallhimifyou

needhishelp.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMoxleft,Tsalapickedupherphoneand

checkedMarco'slastseenonWhatsApp.MmaMox

cameinandshequicklyputthephonedown.

MmaMox:Whateverisonyourphonemustbe

interesting,thesedaysmothocan'tstaytwo

minuteswithoutpressingtheirphone,kanammele

nnaIhaveaphonebutIonlypickituptoanswer

callskanakegoremineisoldmodel?

Tsalakeptquiet.



MmaMox:Ifanyonecomesherelookingformetell

themIwenttoMmaKuda'shouse.

Tsala:Eemma!

Sheleftagain.

Laterthatnight..

Samecopiedthenumberfromthecardanddialedit

onherphone."Hiitsthegirlfromearlieratthe

shop"hesentatextthensheputherphonedown

asLeetocamein.

Leeto:Haveyouchosenamovieyet?

Same:No,youchoose.

Same'sphonereportedamessage.Shesecretly



openeditanditwasatwothousandPulaewallet

fromacertainE.Mamba.

AtSerule

MmaMoxwokeuptothebabycrying,shelookedat

thetimeanditwaspastten,shegotoutofbedand

wenttoknockonTsala'sdoor.Sheopenedholding

thebaby.

MmaMox:Andthen?

Tsala:Idon'tknow.

MmaMox:MoemediOkae?

SheclickedhertongueandwenttowhereMoxwas

sleeping,hegotupandopenedthedoor.

MmaMox:Elegoreyoudon'thearthebabycrying?



Mox:Iwasgoingto..

MmaMox:GohelpTsalakangwana,isshegoingto

stayupallnightwhileyousleep?

Moxputonhist-shirtandwenttohisroom,hetook

YamafromTsalaandcheckedhertemperaturewith

thebackofhishand.

Tsala:Hertemperatureisnormal.

Mox:Didyoufeedher?

Kesegowalkedin.

Tsala:Sheisjustnotusedtosleepingwithout

MmaMox!

Kesego:Jaanongifyouknowwhat'smakinghercry

whydon'tyoutakehertoMmaMox?



**

**

**

**Goodafternoon
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Tsala:Sheisjustnotusedtosleepingwithout

MmaMox!

Kesego:Jaanongifyouknowwhat'smakinghercry

whydon'tyoutakehertoMmaMox?

Tsala:Areyoutalkingtome?

Kesego:YesIamtalkingtoyou!

Tsala:Andwhodoyouthinkyouaretalkingto?

Mox:Tsalaplease!

Tsala:Karewhomdoesshethinksheistalkingto?

SheandIdon'tknoweachotheraskamphaphela.



Kesego:Idon'tneedtoknowyou,kare..

Mox:Kesego!

Kesegokeptquiet.

Kesego:Putherincoldwaterthenwrapherina

blanketshewillfallasleep.

Tsala:Youwilldothattoyourownchild.Giveherto

me!

ShetookYamafromMoxandwentoutsidewithher.

MmaMox:Ngwanawalepallwaleletwo?

Tsala:She..

MmaMox:Bringherhere!

ShetookYamaandshestoppedcrying.



MmaMox:What'sgoingtohappenifIamnotthere?

Areyougoingtocrywithher?

SheaskedlookingatTsalaandTsalakeptquiet.

MmaMox:IwanttoresttodaybutitlookslikeI

won'tbecauseyoucan'thandleathreemonthsold

baby.Givemeherbottle.

MoxwenttogetitandMmaMoxwalkedtoher

housewithYama.Tsalatookherblanketsand

followedthem.

MmaMox:IthoughtIwillrestwhenyouarehere!

Tsala:.

MmaMox:Gosleep!

Tsala:Eemma!



Sheclosedthedooronherwayout.Sheswitched

offthelightsandlaidonthebedlookingup.She

pickedupherphoneanddialedMarco,hisphone

rangunanswered,shetriedagainandafemale

voicepickedup.

Her:Hello!

Tsala:Hello!

Marcotookthephonefromwhoeveritwas.

Marco:Hello!

Tsala:Elegorewhopickedupfirst?

Marco:Ididwhy?

Tsala:Mxm!

Shehungupandputherphoneonsilent.



Thefollowingmorning

Sameslowlyatetheweetbixthensheputthebowl

down.

Leeto:Oshapo?

Same:Yes,mymumsentmethreehundredpula

let'sgetrealfood.

Leeto:It'sfortransport?

Same:Noneareit'sforustobuysomethingtoeat

akereshethinksIamwithTsala.

Leeto:Ehe!

Same:Let'sgo.

Sheputonhershoesandtheyleft,theybought

chipsandfatcakesthenwentbacktotheroom.

OneofLeeto'sfriendsknockedonthedoorandhe



wentoutside.

Same:Thankyouforthemoney!

Mamba:Thereisalotwherethatcamefrom

beautiful.

Same:

Mamba:AreyoufreecanIcallnow?

Same:Okay!

Immediatelyacallcamethrough.

Same:Hello!

Mamba:Hellobeautiful.

Same:..

Mamba:Howareyou?

Same:Iamfine.

Mamba:Youarebeautifuldoyouknowthat?



Same:HahahaIknowbutthanksstill.

Mamba:Thatboyisluckybuthedoesn'tdeserve

you,youdeservetorollwiththebigboyswithreal

money.

Same:Haha!

Mamba:WhencanIseeyou?

Same:IhavetogobacktoMaunintwodays.

Mamba:WhatsinMaun?

Same:IstayinMaun?

Mamba:What'sthehurrythen,makeanextensionI

willmakeitworthyourwhile.

Same:Whatdoyoumean,gapeIwon'thaveaplace

tostayrightnowIamwithafriendoncampus.

Mamba:Iwillmakeaplanforyou.

Same:Shapowewilltalk!

Mamba:Just..

ShequicklyhungupasLeetocamein.



AtSerule

TsalahungYama'sclothesonthelineasMoxcame

throughthegateafterwalkingKesegotothebus

rank.

Mox:Sure!

Tsala:Mmmh!

MoxwenttowherehewassleepingandTsalawent

tofinishYama'slaundry.Mox'sniececamerunning

withherringingphone.Shewipedherhandsand

pickedup.

Tsala:Hello!

Ditshego:HelloTsalakeMmaSame!

Tsala:Eemma!



Ditshego:NneeleSamehoo!

Tsala:Maaa!I..IamnotwithSame!

Ditshego:ExactlywhereisshebecausewhenIcall

youarenotwithher,wenaIcallyouandyouarenot

withher.

Tsala:NnaIaminSeruletocheckonmydaughterI

haven'tseenTsalasincemymother'sburial.

Ditshego:What?

Tsala:Elegorearesheiswithme?

Ditshego:Yes,elegorewherehasshebeenallthis

timeifshewasn'twithyou.

Tsala:Idon'tknow.

Ditshego:Shapongwanaka.

ShehungupanddialedSame.

Same:Hello!

Ditshego:YoubetterbeinMaunbeforetheendof



thedaydoyouhearme?

Same:MamaI..

Ditshego:IjustcalledTsalaandshehasn'tseen

youinmonths,elegorewhereareyou?totaSame

what..

Same:WhatifIdon'tcome?

Ditshego:Same,Sameyoudon't..

Same:Whatwillyoudokillmelikeyoukilled

Dikgang?GatoganthayapeloyameDitshegoIwill

comehome.

**

**

**Goodnight
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Ditshego:IjustcalledTsalaandshehasn'tseen

youinmonths,elegorewhereareyou?totaSame

what..

Same:WhatifIdon'tcome?

Ditshego:Same,Sameyoudon't..

Same:Whatwillyoudokillmelikeyoukilled

Sechaba?GatoganthayapeloyameDitshegoIwill

comehome.

Ditshego:SameI.

ShehunguponherMotherandrolledhereyesthen

sheswitchedoffherphone.

AtSerule

TsalasighedasDitshego'scallcamethroughagain.



Tsala:Hello!

Ditshego:Doyouknowwhereshemightbe?

Tsala:Aahidon'tknow.

Ditshego:Maybeaboyfriendor..

Tsala:SameandIarenotfriendsanymorebutlast

timewewerefriendsshewasdatingaguywewent

toschoolwith,hisnameisLeeto,Idon'tknowif

theyarestilltogether.

Ditshego:GivemeLeeto'snumber.

Tsala:Idon'tknowiftheyarestilltogethermaybe.

Ditshego:Givemehisnumbermaybetheyarestill

together.

Tsala:Eemma!

ShehungupandsentherLeeto'snumber.Shelaid

onthemattressnexttoYamaandclosedhereyes,

herphonerangagainandshepickedupwithout

sayinganything.



Marco:Hey!

Tsala:..

Marco:Tsala?

Tsala:GetstraighttothepointMarco.

Marco:Thepersonwhoansweredthephone

maabane,that'smystepsister,I.

Tsala:ThenwhydidyoulieOreitwasyou?

Marco:BecauseIwasscaredthatyouweregoing

tothinkI..

Tsala:Idon'thavetheenergyandtimeforthis,do

whatyouwanttodoMarcogapeyouandIarenot

inarelationshipakere!

Marco:YouseewhyIliedIknewitwasgoingtobe

abigdeal.

Tsalahunguponhim.Hecalledagainandshe

didn'tpickup.MmaMoxcametositnexttoherand

gaveheranailcut.Tsalasatproperlyandstarted



cuttinghernails.

MmaMox:Didhetalktoyou?

Tsala:WhoMox?Hesaidhihelaphakela!

MmaMox:IsheangrythatIsenthisgirlfriendback?

Tsala:Idon'tknow.

MmaMox:Ifthat'swhythenheiscrazy.Whatifthat

girlgavebirthhereorsomethinghappenedtoher,

heiscrazy,ifthat'swhyhehaslockedhimselfupin

theroomalldaythenheiswastinghistime.First

Moemedievenbreadhelaphakelangwanakewon't

buybread,nowIhavetofeedhispregnantgirlfriend?

Tsala:Haha!

MmaMox:Kanaheneverevensendstwohundred

pulaforYama,nowit'slikeYamaishisbrother's

childbecauseheistheonealwayssendingmoney.

Tsala:Kemathata!

MmaMox:ItoldhimgoreYamaismyfirstandlast,

ifhegoesaroundplantingchildrenarehismother



willtakecareofthemheiswastinghistime.

Tsala:LeeneKesegowatengkesehakgale.

MmaMox:Thaata!Cutthatbignail.

Tsala:Mmmh!

MmaMox:What?

Tsala:Nothinghahaha!

MmaMox:CutthenailmosadiwaModimo,your

daughter..

Tsala:Aah,isitYama'sfaultthatyouhavethisbig

nail?

MmaMox:KanaIamnotyourfriendIamyour

motherinlaw.

Tsala:YouareKesego'sMotherinlaw!

MmaMox:Mxm!

Tsala:Hahaha!

AtCampus



Leetolookedattheunfamiliarnumberforafew

secondsandpickedup.

Leeto:Hello!

Ditshego:YouaretalkingtoSame'smother.Young

manifyoudon'twantmetogoseeyourparentsmy

daughterbetterbeonthefirstbustoMaun

tomorrowmorning,doyouhearme?

Leeto:Eemma!

Ditshego:Good,Gakejedikganglebana,ifyou

knowwhat'sbestyouknowwhattodo.

HehungupandlookedatSame.

Leeto:Ithoughtyousaidyourmumsaidyoucan

comeaftertheholidays.

Same:Elegore..

Leeto:Shejustcalledmenowareyoushouldbeon

thefirstbustoMauntomorrow.



Same:Aggdon'tmindhershe..

Leeto:Ithoughtyousaidshewasfinewith

everything!LookIthinkyoushouldgo.

Same:Mxm!

Shestartedpackingherbags.

Leeto:LookIdon'twanttobeonyourmum'sbad

sidegapeshethreatenedtogoseemyparentsif

youdon'tcome.

Same:Youareaboy.

Leeto:WhybecauseIdon'twantyoutodisrespect

yourmother?

Sameclickedhertongueandputonhershoes.

Same:ThereisstilltimeIwillsurelyfindabusthis

time.



Leeto:Same!

Shegrabbedherbagandleft,Leetoranafterher.

Leeto:Same!

Sheturnedtohim.

Same:It'sclearyoudon'twantmeheretooakere,

shapoletmego.

Leeto:Babe,comeon!

Samewalkedaway.Leetofollowedheruntilshegot

inacombianditleft.

Thesameevening



Tsalalookedattheboilingwaterandsighed,shebit

herlowerlipandwentoutsidewhereMmaMoxwas

withafriend,shethoughtofaskingforhelpbutshe

knewshewasgoingtogiveheramouthful.She

wenttothesittingroomwhereMoxwaswatching

TV.

Tsala:Canyoupleasehelpme.

Mox:Sure!

Hefollowedhertothekitchen,Tsalapouredthe

maizemealinthepotwhilehestirreduntilitwas

soft.

Mox:Kantedidn'tyoudoHE?

Tsala:Ididn'tcookphalecheatHE.

Mox:Isthatall?

Tsala:Yes,thanks,waitarewedone?

Mox:Iwillcomefixitaftertwominutes.



Tsala:Okay,kantennawhatdidIdobecauseIam

nottheonewhochasedKesego?

Mox:Iamnotmadatyou.

Tsala:Yesyouare,youhardlysaidawordtomeall

day.

Mox:Iwasbusywithsomething.

Tsala:Eheee!

Mox:Yeah!

Tsala:Kanaweneverbrokeupyouknow.Youare

stillmyboyfriend.

Mox:Haha.

Tsala:Ee!

ShesaidlookingaroundandkissedMoxonthelips.

Hepulledherintohimandtheygazzedintoeach

other'seyes.

Mox:WeshouldgiveYamaalittlebrothersoon.



Tsalapulledherselfback."Youarecrazy"shesaid

playfullypunchinghim.

Mox:Wenayouaremineyouarejustwastingyour

time.

MmaMoxcamein.

MmaMox:Icouldsmellthemaizemealburning

fromoutsidelonayouaregazzingintoeachother's

eyes.

Theybothsteppedback.Shelookedinsidethepot

andnothingwasburning.

MmaMox:Jaanongwhat'sthatsmell?

Shelookedunderthepot.



MmaMox:Ehe,Iwantthisstovecleanafteryou

finishcooking.

AttheHotel

ThereceptionistgaveSametheroomkeysandshe

wentuptoherroomdialingMamba.

Mamba:Beautiful!

Same:Hi,Iamhere!

Mamba:OkayIwillseeyouinanhour,youcan

orderanythingyouwant.

Same:Thanks!

Sheopenedthedoorandwentinsidetheroom,she

threwherbagonthebedandlookedaroundthen

shewenttothebathroom,shefilledthebathtub



withwaterandgotinside,sherestedherhead

lookingup.Herphonereportedansms,shepicked

itfromtheclosedtoiletseatandreadLeeto'stext"I

loveyouBabe ,haveasafejourneyeventhough

youaremadatme"Shesmiledandputthephone

down.Shefinishedbathingandorderedfoodthat

sheatewhilewatchingTV.Shelaterwashedher

mouthandgotintobedthensomeoneknockedon

thedoor.Shefixedhernightydressandwentto

openthedoor.Mambasmiledatherandwalkedin

followedbyanotherman.Hekissedherandturned

tohisfriend.

Mamba:Ihopeyoudon'tmind,Ibroughtafriend

withme.

UncomfortableSamecoveredherbreastsandlet

outafadesmile.

Mamba:Don'tbeshynow,wewillmakeitworth

yourwhile,thethingismyfriendhereandIhave



alwayswishedtohaveathreeso**together.

**

**
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Same:Mmmh,youcan'tevengivemetwohundred



pulabutyouhavemoneytobuybitchesdig-string.

Leeto:Andthenwena?Aren'tyousupposedtobein

Maun?

Leetolookedattheplasticbagshewascarrying,

sheswallowedhardandlookedathim.

Same:That'snotthepoint.

Leeto:Actuallyitis,aren'tyousupposedtobein

Maun?

Same:Lesagotimetsakgang.

Leeto:Wheredidyousleepand..

Hetooktheplasticfromher.

Leeto:Whoseshoesarethese?

Same:They..My..MycousincalledlastnightareI

shouldbuythemforherandcomewithkoMaun.



Leeto:Wheredidyousleep?

Same:Hee!

Leetograbbedherhandanddraggedheroutside.

Leeto:Wheredidyousleep?

Same:AtTsala'sokay!We..

Leeto:YouarelyingTsalaisinMaun,wheredidyou

sleep?

Same:I..Whoisthatgirl?

Leeto:Mothoyolesheisalesbian,karewheredid

yousleep.

Same:..

Leeto:Givemeyourphone.

Same:IfyoubeatmeIwillscreamand..

Leetotookherphone.



Same:Leeto!

ShegrabbeditfromhimandLeetoattemptedto

grabitagainwhentwomenwhowerepassingby

walkedtothem.

Man:Youngmanwhatareyoudoing?

HeturnedtoSame!

Man:Areyouokay?

Sheknodherhead.

Same:That'smyplastic!



ThemangrabbeditfromLeetoandgaveSame.

Leeto:Keengmonayou..

Leetoraisedbothhishands.

Leeto:Iwasn'tgoingtodoanythingtoherIjust

wantedhertoanswerme.

Same:Idon'tanswertoyou.

Man:Youheardherakere!

LeetolookedatSame,shelookedawaythenshe

left.Heremainedstandinginfrontoftheshoplike

anidiot,heswallowedhardandwentinside.

Bosa:Areyouokay?

Helookedupashewasonthevergeofcrying.He



tookadeepbreathandrubbedhisnose.

Leeto:YeahIamfine.Ihavetomakeaphonecall.

HewalkedafewmetersdialingDitshego.

Ditshego:Hallo!

Leeto:SameisstillinGaboronebutsheisnotwith

me.

Ditshego:WhatdoyoumeansheisstillinGaborone

butnotwithyou,youngmanifanythinghappensto

mydaughteryouwillhavemetodealwithdoyou

hearme?Whereisshegiveherthephone.

Leeto:Sheleft!

DitshegohungupanddialedSamebutshedidn't

pickup.



Thesameafternoon

Mox'sniecewashedMmaMox'shandsthenshe

wentbacktogetfood."Thankyou"MmaMoxsaid,

thelittlegirlwenttogetsaucesandTsalacame

withsoftdrink.

MmaMox:Ihopetheyaredeliciousastheysmell

andlook.

Tsala:Hahatheyare.

MmaMoxmixedherfoodandstartedeating.Tsala

clearedherthroat,shewantedtoasksomethingbut

shewasscared.Sheclearedherthroatagainand

MmaMoxlookedather.

MmaMox:Whatisit?

Tsala:Nothing!



Theycontinuedeating,Tsala'sphonerangandit

wasaprivatenumber.Sheignoreditandtheperson

calledagain.

Tsala:Hello!

Marco:Soyouarenotpickingupmycalls

intentionally?

Tsala:Yes,whatdoyouwantfromme?

Shesaidstandingupandwalkedtothemainhouse.

Marco:WhatdoIdotomakeyoubelieveme?

Tsala:Thewholethreemonthswehaven'tslept

togetherwereyounotsleepingwithanyone?

Marco:Yes!

Tsala:Behonest!

Marco:No!

Tsala:Nowhat?



Marco:Ihavebeenseeingotherpeople.

Tsala:SowhyshouldIbelievethatthepersonwho

answeredyourphonewasnotoneofthemany

peopleyouaresleepingwith?

Marco:Becauseshewasn't,thatwasmystepsister,

she..

Tsala:PrioritieshavechangednowMarco,Iamnot

thesameTsalayoumeetlastyear.MaybeIshould

havelistenedtoyouwhenyousaidyouwerenot

readyforarelationshipbecausennaIamreadyfor

one,it'seitherweareinittogetherornot,noin

between.

Marco:Areyoudumpingme?

Tsala:IthinkIam.

TherewassilenceforafewsecondsthenMarco

clearedhisthroat.

Marco:Okaynoshapo!



Hehunguponher,Tsalaswallowedhardasher

heartbrokeintolittlepieces,itfeltlikeareal

breakup.

AttheHotel

Sametriedonthelastitemofclothingandadmired

herselfinthemirror,shelookedbeautifulandthe

dresswastailormadeforher.Herphonerangand

sheexcitedlypickedup.

Same:Hello!

Mamba:Same,Iwillgetmydrivertocomepickyou

upatsix,bereadyandwearsomethingsexy.

Same:Okay!

Hehungup,shewasexcited.Shewentthroughthe

clothessheboughtandchoosetowearawhitebob



tubedressthatperfectlyhuggedhersizetwenty

eightlittlehourglassfigure.

LaterthatEvening

DitshegowalkedoutofthePolicestationhopeful

thatthepolicewillgetherdaughterbackhome.As

shewaswaitingforataxihomeshewonderedwhat

happenedtoherlittleinnocentdaughter.TheSame

sheknewnowwasnotthesameSamesheraised.

AttheHotel

SamegotinthecarwhileonthecallwithMamba.

Same:Okay,yeahIjustgotinthecar,bye!

Sheputherphoneinherhandbagandlookedatthe



front.

Same:Dumelang!

Thedriverturnedtoher,hewasamaninhislate

thirtiesifnotearlyfortiesandhehadbeenMamba's

driverforalmostfifteenyears.

Same:Nekeredumelang(Isaidhello)

Shesaidthinkingthemandidn'thearher.Hisheart

broke,shewasjustachild,shehadtobethe

youngesthehadevertakentoMamba'sClub.

Him:Hello!

Hestartedthecar,alongthewayhestoppedand

turnedbacktoSame.



Him:Howoldareyou?

Same:Rra?

Him:Thisisnotthelifeyouwanttochoosefor

yourself,walkawaywhileyoustillcan.

Samekeptquiet.

Him:Youareyoungand..

Same:WhatdoyouknowaboutthelifeIwantto

live,doyourjobandleavemealoneyouarenotmy

father.

**

**
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Him:Howoldareyou?

Same:Rra?

Him:Thisisnotthelifeyouwanttochoosefor

yourself,walkawaywhileyoustillcan.

Samekeptquiet.

Him:Youareyoungand..

Same:WhatdoyouknowaboutthelifeIwantto

live,doyourjobandleavemealoneyouarenotmy

father.

Themanshookhishead,hefeltsorryforher,he

hadadaughteralmostherageanditwouldbreak



himifhisdaughterwasinvolvedwiththelikesof

Mamba.Heturnedbacktoher.

Him:IamsorryyouarerightIdon'tknowyou,Iam

sorry.Whatyoudoisnoneofmybusiness.

Samekeptquietandconsentedonherphone.She

uploadedaphotoofhershetookearlierthenshe

quicklydeleteditandloggedoutofFacebook.She

lookedoutsideatthecity,shehadneverbeeninthe

citylatethatnightanditwasbeautiful.Thedriver

droveforafewminutesbeforeheparkedinfrontof

averybiggateandtherewereexpensivebigcars

parkedinside.Heparkednexttooneandturned

backtoSame.

Same:Wehavearrived?

Him:Yes,youcangointhroughthatdoor.

Same:Thankyou.



Herphonerangandshesteppedoutpickingup.

Mamba:Oh,Icanseeyou!

Hehungupandwalkedtowardsherdressedina

whitetshirts,ablackJeanandblackblazer.Hewas

notbadlookingbuthewasnotsomeoneshewould

normallygofor,hewasoldertoo.

Mambagreetedherwithahugandplantedasoft

kissonherlips.

Mamba:Turnaround!

Sheturnedaroundasheadmiredher.

Mamba:Mmmhverynice.



Heheldherhandandtheywalkedinside.Samefelt

underdressed,thegirlsthereweredressedtokill

andhadthemostexpensivewigsontheirheads,

theirmakeupwasflawlessandshefeltlikearural

girlinthecity.SheturnedtoMamba.

Same:Youshouldhavetoldmetodresstokill.

Mamba:Youlookbeautiful.

Hesaidtouchinghershortnaturalhair.

Mamba:GrabadrinkwhileItalktoafriend.

Same:Okay!

HewalkedtooneofhisfriendsandSamewalkedto

thecounter.

Same:CanIhaveadrinkplease,nonalcoholic.



Waiter:Comingrightup.

Sheturnedandlookedateveryonemindingtheir

ownbusiness,farawayseatedaveryfatmanand

hehadthreegirlswithhim,oneonhisleft,oneon

hisrightandtheotheroneseatedonhislap.

Waiter:YourdrinkMam!

Itwasacolourfuldrinkwithanumbrelladecoration.

Shetookoutherphonetotakeaphotowhenthe

waitertookitfromher.

Waiter:Nophonesallowedyouwillgetintrouble.

Heswitcheditoffforherandgaveitback.

Same:Thanks!



Shetookasip."Ihaveneverseenyouherebefore"

amansaidsittingnexttoher.Shesmiledand

continueddrinking.

Him:Hi,IamSimon.

Same:Same!

Shequicklyrememberedthatwasnotthenameshe

gaveMambaandshehadforgottenthatname.The

mankissedherhandandlookedintohereyes.

Him:Thereissomethingaboutyou.

Same:Somethingaboutme?

Him:Yes,youarespecial.

Samesmiled,Mambaapproachedthemandshe

quicklypulledherhand.



Mamba:Youhavemeet?(ToSame)Ijustgotacall

fromwork,IaskedSimontotakecareofyou.

Same:Oh,I..

Simon:Don'tworryIwilltakecareofher.

Mamba:Thanks!Giveheratourofthehouse.

Simon:Iwill..

Hekissedherandleft.

Simon:Don'tworryIwilltakecareofyou,letme

showyouaround

Sameletoutafadesmileandstoodupwiththe

glassofdrinkandfollowedhim.Heheldherhand

astheywentupstairs,heshowedheraroundand

theyendedupinthemainbedroom,itwasverybig

andspacious,theinteriordesignwasamazing.



Simon:Andthisisthemainroom.

Same:Beautiful.

Shefinishedherdrink.

Same:Weshouldgodownstairs.

Simon:What'sthehurry,comesitwithme.

Same:I..

Simon:Comeon..

Hepulledherbythehandandmadehersitonhis

lap,hekissedherneckandSamequicklystoodup.

Same:YouareMamba'sfriendand..

Simon:Sowhat?



Shetriedtoruntothedoorbutitwaslocked.

Thesameevening

Moxpouredwarmwaterinthebaby'sbathwhenhis

phonerang.Hepickedupandputonloudspeaker

undressingYama.

Mox:Hey!

Kesego:HiIsentyousomethingonWhatsApp.

Mox:IamstillbathingYamaletmegetbacktoyou

inafew.

Kesego:ElegorewhereisTsalawhenyouare

doinghertask?

Mox:Sheis..

Kesego:Heee,waitsegoreTsalawagotalla,ene

whatisshedoing?

Mox:SoIamnotsupposedtobathmydaughter?



Kesego:Tsalaisgoingtocontrolyoufortherestof

yourlife,Icanseegore..

Tsalawalkedin.

Kesego:Tsalanyanayoo.

Moxquicklyremovedfromloudspeaker."Gatwe

TsalanyanaOrileng?"Tsalaasked.Sheclickedher

tongueandgrabbedthephonefromMoxandputin

loudspeaker.

Tsala:YouaretalkingtoTsalanyana,wareOrileng?

Kesego:Wena.

Tsala:KesegoyouandIdon'tknoweachotherdo

youhearme?Mynamebetterstayawayfromyour

mouth,youdon'tknowmelikethat.

Kesego:Youarecontrolling,knowyourplaceyou

arejustababyMamayouarenotmarried.



Tsala:Andyouaremarried?

Kesego:Osuregorekangwanawacondomblast

sies!

Tsala:Mosonowacondomblast!

**

**
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Kesego:Osuregorekangwanawacondomblast

sies!

Tsala:Mosonowacondomblast!Busywantingto

fightwithmeforamanwhoisnotevenyours.

Kesego:Keeplyingtoyourselfmoghel,Mox..



Tsala:Wewokeuptogether,OmotonaIamsure

youknowwhatwedid.

Moxquicklygrabbedthephonefromherandhung

up.

Tsala:KeengIwastellingthetruthakere.

Mox:Kantewhydoyoukeepdoingthat,youarea

motheryouknow..

Tsala:IamYamasa'smothernotKesego's.Ifshe

thinksshecantalktomehowevershewantsabo

kemodidimallajustbecausesheispregnantthen

shehasanotherthingcoming.Shebetterbecareful

whoshepicksfightswithgapeIhaveneversaid

anythingbadaboutherwhydoesshekeeptalking

aboutme?

Mox:AgggwenaTsalawatena,actuallybothofyou

areannoying.

Mox'sphonerangagainandhewalkedoutside



pickingup.

Kesego:(Crying)Kantewhydoyoudothistome?

Mox:YouprovokedTsalaakereandshesaid

whatevershesaidtohurtyounnaketsenahakae?

Kesego:DidyousleepwithTsala?

Mox:No!

Kesego:Yesyoudid,nowitmakessense,your

statusthismorning,she..Moxdidyousleepwith

Tsala?

Mox:YesIdidakerethat'swhatyouwanttohear

mesay.YesIsleptwithherareyouhappynow?

Kesego:(Crying)Shapo!

Shehunguponhimandcrawledonherbedcrying.

InsidethehouseTsalarolledhereyesasLeeto's

callcamethrough.Shetookadeepbreathand



pickedup.

Tsala:Hello!

Leeto:Hi.

Tsala:Hi.

Leeto:NemmadoyouknowanyofSame's

relativeswhostaysinGaborone?

Tsala:No!

Leeto:Doesshehaverelativeswhostayin

Gaborone?

Tsala:WhatisthisaboutbecauseIdon'twant

gotweItoldyouthingsgonehakamoso.

Leeto:SamewassupposedtogotoMaunmaabane

withtheeveningbusbutshedidn't,sawheratthe

mallphakelabutshewouldn'tsaywheresheslept.

Tsala:Maybeshehasrelativesthatwebothdon't

knowabout.

Leeto:Idon'tknowwhysheisdoingthis,Ilove

SamekanaTsalaand..



Hetookadeepbreath.

Leeto:IknowweareyoungbutIseeafuturewith

her,Idon'tknowwhysheistreatingmethisway

(Crying)Idon'tknowifIwaswrongtotellhertogo

homebecausehermumwascomplaining.

Tsala:...

Leeto:WhatshouldIdonemma?

Tsala:LeetoIdon'tknow.

Leeto:Eish!

Heclearedhisthroat.

Leeto:Okaynoshapoakere!

Tsala:Bye!

Laterthatnight!



Samecoveredherbreastswiththeduvetcrying

watchingSimonasheputonhispantsthenhesat

onthebedputtingonhisshoes.Hestoodupand

turnedtoherthenhetookouthiswallet.

Same:Yourap**me!

Simon:Comeon,youwerewet!

Same:I..

Hethrewsometwohundredpulanotesonthebed

thenhecountedmoreandtoppedup.

Simon:Youwouldgetmoreifyouwerecooperative.

Hesaidandleft.Samewipedhertearsandgotout

ofbed,shewenttoclosethedoorandgotbackin

bed.Shewipedhertearsandpickedupthemoney,

shecountedeverythinganditwasthreethousand



Pula.

Shetookadeepbreathandputthemoneyinher

handbagthenshegotdressed,fixedherselfand

wentdownstairs.Shefeltlikeeveryoneknewwhat

justhappenedbuttheywereallmindingtheirown

business.Shewenttositbythebarandordered

water.Tearsrangdownhercheeksandshewiped

them,shetookoutherphonethensheremembered

theywerenotallowedinside.Shewipedhertears

andranoutsidebumpingintoMamba.

Mamba:Ohthereyouarebeautiful.

Same:Iwantgohome.

Mamba:Whywhathappened?

Same:Iamnotfeelingwell,pleasetakemebackto

thehotel.

Mambaheldherhandandwalkedhertothecar

wherethedriverwaswaiting."Haveagoodnight"he



saidandkissedheronthecheek.Samegotinthe

carandsatatthebacksilentlycryinguntilthey

arrivedattheHotel.Shegotoutandwentuptoher

roomwhereshelockedthedoorandthrewherself

onthebedcrying.

TheFollowingDay

Ditshegowasfirstatthepolicestation.Shewaited

fortheofficerinchargeandhefinallyarrived.

Ditshego:Dumelang,anyprogress?

Officer:Kewenaabouttheteenagegirlwho..

Ditshego'sphonerang."It'sher!"shesaidexcited

andpickedup.

Ditshego:HelloSame!



Same:HelloMama,I..Iwillbeontheeveningtoday.

Ditshego:Okaymygirl,comehomengwanaka!

Same:(Crying)Eemma!

Shehungupandpulleduptheduvetcoveringher

headcrying.

AtMmaMox'shouse

Moxparkedhiscousin'scarinfrontofthehouse

andheandTsalasteppedout,heopenedthebooth

andtookoutallthegroceriesandbabystuff.

MmaMoxcameoutofthehousewithYama.

MmaMox:Ihopeyoualsoboughtawashing

machinebecauseIseemoreclothes.

Tsala:Icouldn'thelpmyselfbonahela.



Shesaidtakingouttheadenimdressdungareand

pinkshoesandapinklongsleevetop.

Tsala:Sheisgoingtobebeautifulkosekaleng!

MmaMox:PeopleknowgoreMmaMox'sbabyis

alwayswelldressedebileshedoesn'twearthe

sameclothestwice.

Tsala:Hahaha,it'samust.

Mox:Thatdresswon'tfitnextmonth,Idon'tseethe

needtobuyhersomanyclothesbecauseshe

growseveryday.

MmaMox:Isthatwhyyouhaveneverboughther

evenacheaptop.

Moxkeptquietandtookthefoodinsidethehouse.

Tsala:Letmeseeiftheyfit.

MmaMox:Mmhmmhyouhavetowashthemfirst,

whoknowswhotouchedthemattheshop.



Tsala:Eemma!

Shewashedthemandhungthemtodry.

LaterthatEvening

Tsalapackedherbagsthenshepickedupherbaby,

shekissedheronthecheeksandputheronthebed.

MmaMoxcamein.

MmaMox:Aoyoualreadypacked?

Tsala:Eemma!IwishIcangobackwithherwaitse.

MmaMox:No,Idon'twantmybabytogosuffer.

SheisfinerighthereakereMmabontle.

Shesaidrubbinghernosethenshepickedherup.

Tsala:Wenagapewhoalwayscomplains.



MmaMox:Nnyaamma,youwillgetherwhenshe

goestodostandardone.Akele,akele!

ShesaidplayingwithwithYamaandshegiggled.

MmaMox:Wenafocusatschool,getajobthen

comegether.

Tsala:Thankyou!(Shesmiled)Thankyou.Idon't

knowwhatIwoulddowithoutyou.

MmaMoxsmiled,Tsalahuggedherandletgo.

Tsala:Ireallyloveandappreciateyou.

MmaMox:Iseehowyousmilewiththatuseless

boy,Ihopeyoudon'tgetpregnantagain.

Tsala:Aaah!

Theybothlaughed.



AttheHotel

Samelookedaroundtheroomtoseeifshedidn't

leaveanythingbehindthenshepickedupherbag

andheadedtothedoor.Beforeshereachedforthe

doorhandlesomeoneknocked.Sheopenedandit

wasMambaalone.

Helookedatherbag.

Mamba:Goingsomewhere?

Same:Yes,I..IamgoinghometoMaun.

Mamba:Withoutsayinggoodbye?Ifyouhadtold

meearlierthenIwouldhavecancelledthesurprise.

Same:Whatsurprise?

Mamba:Iwasgoingtotakeyouapartment

shopping.



Same:What?Youmeanlikegetmyownapartment?

Mamba:Yesbecauseyoucan'tstayinahotel

forever.

Samescreamedanddroppedthebag,shejumped

onMambaandhuggedhim."Thankyouthankyou."

MonthsLater

**

**
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MonthsLater

TsalaandMarcopassedbyeachotherinthe

corridorliketheydidn'tknoweachother.Shewent

intoherlectureroomandsatdownwaitingforthe

classtostart.SheloggedintoFacebookandMox

hadmadeaphotoofYamahisprofilepicture.She

wentthroughthecommentsandlikedthemall.

Morepeoplestartedcomingintotheroomandshe

putthephoneonsilentandputitinherbag.Aden

leftalittleenvelopeonherdeskandwenttohis

desk.Heturnedaroundlookingatherasshe

openedtheenvelopeanditwastwomovietickets,

shesmiledathimandblewhimakiss,he

pretendedtocatchitandrubbedhishandonhis

chestandtheybothlaughed.

AtDitshego'shouse



Ditshegolaidonthebedlookingupattherooflost

inherthoughtswhenthedooropenedandLebo

camein.

Lebo:Dumelang!

Ditshego:..

Lebo:Mama!

Ditshegoturnedtoherandgotup.

Lebo:Howareyoufeelingtoday?

Ditshego:Iamfinemygirl.

Lebocheckedherfoodandshehadnottouched

them.

Lebo:Mamayouhavetoeatsomethingplease.



Ditshego:Iamnothungry,howdoIeatkesaitse

wheremydaughteris,shecouldbesleepingonan

emptystomachorcoldsomewhere.

Lebokeptquiet.Shewasgettingtiredofhermother

gettingworkedupandstressingherselfbecauseof

Samewhoclearlydidn'twanttocomehome.She

removedheruniformandchangedintohome

clothes.Ditshegostoodupandsearchedfora

dressinthewardrobe,shelookedweakandsick

withnoenergy.Lebofeltsomuchangertowards

heroldersister,shewishedshewasatleastdeadso

thathermothercanhaveclosure.

Ditshego:IfIhadmoneyIwouldgolookforherat

Gaborone,thePolicelebonetheyarenotdoing

anything.Idon'tknowiftheywanttocallmetogo

identifymydaughter'sbody.

Lebodidn'tsayanything.



ThesameafternooninCapeTown

Samegavethecleaningladyherphoneandshe

tookphotosofherwiththeoceanviewbehindher.

Same:Thankyou!

Shesaidtakingthephoneandlookedatherphotos

andtheywerebeautiful.Shewenttolockthedoor

aftertheroomserviceleftandthrewherselfonthe

bed.Shewassupposedtohavebeenatorientation

thatdaybutwhatthehell,itwasnotlikeshemissed

anythingimportant.Shestoodbythewindowand

lookedoutside,shewasboredandwishedtosee

aroundbutMambahadstrictlytoldhernottoleave

theroom.

ShesatdownandswitchedontheTV,shesearched

throughthechannelsthensheswitcheditoffand



laidonthebed.Afewminuteslaterthedooropened

andMambacamein,heloosenedhistieandsat

downonthebedbreathingheavily.

Same:Areyouokay?

Mamba:Eish!

Hepouredhimselfadrinkandlitacigarette,he

wenttostandbythebalconyandlookedatthe

ocean.

Same:Whathappened?

Mamba:It'snothing.

Sameknewitwassomething.

Same:Itissomething,pleasetalktome.



Mambafinishedhisalcoholandstompedinhis

cigarette.

Mamba:It'sbusinessdon'tworryaboutit.

Hewentbackinsideandpouredhimselfanother

drink.

AtIHS

TsalatalkedtoherclassmatewhenAdensneaked

behindherandcoveredhereyes,shesmiledand

turnedaroundandheplantedasoftkissonherfull

lips.

Aden:So?Whatdoyousay?Yousayyouloveme

butyouneverwanttobeseenwithme.

Tsala:Iamwithyounowakere.



Aden:YeeesbutImeanoutsidecampus.Maybe

youhaveaboyfriendkana.

Tsalachuckledandkissedhim,shewrappedher

armsaroundhisneck,broughthimcloserand

kissedhim.Adenkissedherback"YouknowIwill

beroomalonethiswholeweekend"hewhisperedin

themiddleofthekiss,Tsalasmiledandwipedthe

lipstickoffhislips.

Tsala:Twentytwodaysleft.

Aden:Ihatethisninetydaysstupidrule.

Tsala:Haha!

MarcopassedbyandshekissedAdenagainbuthe

didn'tlooktheirway.

AtUB



"Hey,didyoucomefororientation?"Leetosent

Sameatexthopingsherepliesthistimebutstillno

reply"Kanayoudidn'tchooseUB?"hesentanother

textandlikethepastthreemonthshedidn'treceive

areply.

AtCaoeTown

Samecameoutofthebathroomnakedandsaton

thebed.ShecrawledtoMambawhowaslayingon

hisbackandhewasn'tinthemood.

Same:HowcanIhelpyou?

Mamba:Yousayyoulovemeright?

Sameknodherhead.

Mamba:Thenhelpmegetthisdeal.



Same:HowI.

Shestoppedtalking,sheknewwhathewantedher

todo.Mambagotonhiskneesandheldbothher

hands.

Mamba:Pleasehelpme,ifIgetthisdealthenIwill

spoilyoumorethanIdonow,Iwill..

Sameletoutafadesmile,shecouldn'tbelievewhat

themanshethoughtlovedherwasaskinghertodo.

Mamba:Pleasedoitforme.

Same:Whatifherefuses?

Mamba:Nomancanrefuseyou.Babeifwegetthis

businessdealwearesetforlife,we..

Sameblinkedseveraltimesbitingherlowerlip.



Mamba:Doitforus!Pleasebabe!

Sameknodherhead.Mambahuggedherand

kissedher.

Mamba:Thankyou,youhavenoideahowmuch

youhavehelpedme.Ioweyou.Heisinroom

seventeen,don'tknockjustgoinside.

ScaredSameknodherheadandtookadeepbreath.

Mambachoosealittleblackdressforherandheels

thenhewalkedhertotheroom.Sametookadeep

breathandwalkedinside.Shewrappedherarms

aroundherselfandlookedaround.Afatman

steppedoutofthebathroomnaked,hisstomach

wassobigitcoveredhisprivatearea.

Him:Mmmhmytype!



Sameswallowedhardandsatonthebed,hesat

nexttoherandtouchedhershorthair.

Him:Beautiful!

DisgustedSameturnedherhead,hekissedher

neckand...(18+Se*Scenewillbepostedinthe

group)

*
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Him:(Sleepy)Closethedooronyourwayout!

Samewenttoshowerandbythetimesheleftthe

manwasroaringlikeahornybuffaloonthebed.

InMamba'sroom

Samecameinholdinghershoesandclosedthe

door.ShelookedatMambathenshedroppedthe

shoes.Mambastoodupandremovedhisglasses.

Mamba:Hey,howdiditgo?

Same:Whenarewegoinghome?

Mamba:Soonafterwefinalisethedealweare

goinghome.

Samewenttothebathroomwhereshelocked



herselfin.FewminuteslaterMambaheardher

throwingupthensherinsedhermouthandcame

outnaked,shegotintobedandwrappedherself

withablanket.

Thesamenight

Ditshegoswitchedoffallthelightsandgotonher

knees.Shetookadeepbreathandputherhands

together.Justasshewasabouttoopenhermouth

topraysheburstintotears,shefelldownonher

buttandcoveredherfacecrying.Mphoentleand

Lebostoodbythedoorlookingattheirmother

crying.

Thefollowingmorning

Marcosteppedoutoftheshowernakedand

wrappedatowelaroundhimselfthenhewentto

openthedoor.



Tsala:Hi!

Marco:Hi!

Tsala:Hi,I..IthinklongleftmyJeanjackethere.

Marco:Ohyesandafewthings.

Tsalaclosedthedoorandfollowedhimtohis

bedroom.Hegavehertheclothesandcapina

paperbag.

Tsala:Thanks!

Marco:Sure!

Therewasanawkwardmoment.

Marco:Anythingelse?

Tsala:No!



Marco:Okay!

HewalkedoutandTsalafollowedhimtothedoor.

Tsala:Howisbusiness?

Marco:It'sgreat!

Tsala:Oh,IseeebileOduledibicepshaha!

Marcosmiled.

Tsala:Imissyou!

Marco:..

Tsala:IsaidImissyou!

Marco:Really?

Tsala:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Marco:Becauseyouarealwaysmakingoutwith

yourboyfriendwheredoyougetthetimetomiss



me?

Tsala:Areyoujealous?

Marco:No!

Tsala:(Dissapointed)Oh!

Marco:BecauseIknowyouaredoingittomakeme

jealous!

Tsala:Iamnot!

Marco:Okay!Ihavetogetreadyforwork.

Tsala:Sure!

ShesteppedoutandMarcoclosedthedoor.She

knockedagainandheopened.

Tsala:Why?

Marco:Whywhat?

Tsala:Whydon'tyouwantarelationship?You

haven'ttriedmesoit'sunfairthatyoucompareme

withotherpeople.



Marco:Idon'twanttobetieddown.

Tsala:Iamnotsayinglet'sgetmarriedorhavekids,

let'sjust..Meandyou..Wehavehadthebesttimes

and..tellmeyoudon'tmissusandIwillbackoff..

(lookedintohiseyes)Tellmeyoudon'tmissthese*,

youdon't..

Marcopulledherinandkissedher.Heclosedthe

doorbehindherandpinnedheragainstthewall,he

suckedonherlowerlipandbreathedintohermouth.

"Fu**Imissedthis"hesaidpressingbothherhands

againstthewall.

Thesamemorning

BethputonhermakeuplisteningtoTumiwhowas

speakingtohisUncleonthephone.

Tumi:Malomekanaronaweareworkingandwe

can'tstaywithanewbornbaby.



Uncle:Whataboutyourwife,whatifitwasyour

child?

Tumi:Mywifealsoworks,ronaourkidsstayedwith

mymotheruntiltheywerereadyforschool.

Yamasaistooyoungforschoolthat'swhyweall

agreedgoreit'sbestshestayswithher

grandmother.

Uncle:That'snottradition,leabilengwana.

Tumirubbedhisface.

Tumi:ShouldIgotakeherandbringhertoyouthen?

Uncle:NnaIamworkingand..

Tumi:Thenwhatdoyousuggestwedo?

Uncle:Whatyoudidisnottraditionandifanything

happenstothatchildthen..

Tumi:Whatshouldwedothen,shouldTsalaleave

schoolandcometakecareofherdaughter?

Uncle:Iamsureyouarenowsendingthousandsto



thatwomanakere.Mywifeishomeshecantake

careofthatchild.

Tumi:Letmecallyoubacklater!

Hehungup.Bethstoodupandputonherpencil

skirt.

Beth:Areng?

Tumi:HewantsustotakeYamasatothembecause

hethinksrefaMmaMoxdithousands.

Beth:Hei!(Clappedherhands)Sowhatareyou

goingtodo?

Tumilookedatherasshetuckedinherblouse.

Beth:Tsalaisnotgoingtoagree!Wherewerethey

when..



Tumipulledherintohimandkissedher.

Tumi:Babekantedoyouhaveamanatwork?

Beth:Hahawhat?

Tumi:Thenwhyareyoulookingsosexy?

Bethgiggledtryingtofreeherself.

Tumi:AfterworkIamwearegoingshopping.

Hesaidturningheraround,Bethtouchedthebed

andTumipulledupherskirt,hespankedherbutt

thenhepulledherg-stringtotheside.

Tumi:AfterworkwearegoingshoppingIamgoing

tobuyyouuglyclothes.

Bethbitherlowerlipasheshowedheralittlebitof



heaven,fewminuteshepulledoutandwiped

himself.Bethwipedherselfandputonapantyliner.

LaterthatAfternoon

"Idon'tshare"thewordsrepeatedinTsala'sheadas

shestaredatAden.Shedidn'tknowhowtobreak

upwithhim.

Aden:Sowhatdoyouthink?

Tsala:Huh!

Aden:Kare..

Tsala:AdenIhavesomethingtotellyou.

Aden:What?

Tsala:I..I..IhaveaspiritualcallingandI..Iamnot

allowedtodateuntilIhavefinished.

Aden:What?

Tsala:Yes,I..ItiswhyIgaveyoutheninetydays



rule,IthoughtIwillbedonebythenbuttheyjust

extendedbyanothersixmonths.

Aden:What?

Tsala:Idon'twantyoutowaitforme,sixmonthsis

alongtimeandyouareamanIknowyouhave

needs.

Aden:KanteOserious?

Tsala:Yes!SoIamsettingyoufree.

Aden:Oh!Ifyouarenotfeelingthisanymorejust

tellmeyoudon'thavetolie.

Tsala:Iamnotlying,youcanwaitformeforsix

monthsifyou..

Aden:Yohyoh,sixmonthswithoutse*feelslike

twentysevenyears.

Tsala:That'swhyI..Iamsettingyoufree.

Aden:Akeremmeyouwillgivemesomeafteryou

finishyourstuff?

Theybothlaughed.



AtUBalittlelaterthatEvening

Leetoandhisfriendcameinlaughing,hestopped

laughingashesawSame.Shestoodupandfixed

herdress.

Same:Hi,yourroommateletmein!

**

**

**Goodmorning
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AtUBalittlelaterthatEvening

Leetoandhisfriendcameinlaughing,hestopped

laughingashesawSame.Shestoodupandfixed

herdress.

Same:Hi,yourroommateletmein!

Friend:SureLee!

Hesaidleaving,Leetoclosedthedoorbehindhim

andturnedtoSame.

Leeto:Hi!

Same:Hi!

Shejumpedonhimandhuggedhim.Leetohugged

hertightlyandtheyremainedhuggedforafew



minutes.Samepulledbackandsmiledathim,he

smiledandheldbothherhands.

Leeto:Soyouaregoingtobestudyinghere?

Same:Yes!

Leeto:Andaccommodation?

Same:Sorted!

Leeto:Thisiswhatwehavealwayswantedakere!

Nowwecanbetogetherandseeeachother

everyday.

Hejustsaidwithoutunderstandingthestatusof

theirrelationship.

Same:Akere!

Leeto:Imissedyou!

Same:Metoo!



Shehuggedhimandrestedherheadonhischest,

shefeltsafethere,sheknewshecouldbeherself

aroundhim.Leetohuggedherbackandsqueezed

herinalittle.

Same:CanIsleepheretonight,Ihaven'tbought

blanketsandstuff.

Leeto:Sure,youwanttograbsomethingtoeat?

Same:Okay!

Leetoheldherhandwalkingoutsidetothegate

wheretheyboughthotdogsandwentbacktothe

room.Itwasawkward,neitherwantedtodiscuss

thebigelephantintheroom.

Leeto:Ihaveastudygroup,youcanstayhereor..

Same:Iwillstayhere!

Leeto:Okay!IwillseeyouwhenIcomebackthen.



Sheknodherheadandlaidonthebed.She

switchedoffherphoneandrestedherheadonthe

pillow,shelookedupandclosedhereyesuntilshe

fellasleep.

AtMarco'shouse

WithherbuttintheairandMarcohittinghardon

herg-spottsalafelldownonherstomach,heput

hishandunderherstomachpullingherupandgave

herthefinalstrokes,Samegrabbedthesheetfrom

bothendsandscreamedinthepillow.Marco

spank**herassandgrabbedherwaistwithboth

hands,hegaveheronelaststrokeandfilledupthe

condom.TsalafellonherstomachandMarcofell

onherbackwithhisd***stillinhernunu.

Marco:Imissedyou!

Hesaidkissingherneck,Tsalagiggled,hekissed



herbackashepulledoutandreachedforatoilet

paperwrappingthecondom.Tsalaturnedaround

andreachedforherringingphone.

Tsala:Hello!

MmaMox:Hello,areyoubusy?

Tsala:Notreally,zup?

MmaMox:Aresebe!(Let'sGossip)

Tsala:Hahaha!

Shegotoutofbedandwenttothekitchen.

Tsala:Ee!

MmaMox:Tellmewhatdidyoueverseein

Moemedi!

Tsala:Hahaha!

MmaMox:Firstofallhegothisfather'sugliness

andsecondmysonmightbebooksmartbut



yooweeethatboyisstupid.

Tsala:Hahahawhatdidhedo?

MmaMox:Kesego'sfamilycameherekanalast

weekend.HisUnclescalledhimtoaskifheagrees

goreitishischildandheagreed.Ngwanakearehe

ismarryingKesego.

Tsala:Uhuuu!

MmaMox:Marrywithwhat?

Tsala:Maybeheknowshowdeephispocketsare.

MmaMox:ThewayheisalwaysbrokeIdoubthe

hasanypockets.

Tsala:Hahahaha!

MmaMox:AreeneandKesegodecidedtogosign

hewillpaymagadiandhaveabigweddingwhen

theyhavemoney.

Tsala:Heeee,areyouserious?

MmaMox:LennaIkeepthinkingIwillwakeupfrom

thestupiddreambutithasbeendaysandit's

gettingrealandrealeveryday.



Tsala:Wherewillhestaywithhiswifebecausehe

can'ttakehertoMaun.

MmaMox:Hecan'tevenaffordnappieswherewill

hegetmoneyforrent?

Tsala:Letthemgetmarried,theythinkmarriageis

child'splayebilekanatheywillbewithababy.Do

theyknowgoreseventyeightnappiesendinthree

weeksplusmilk.

MmaMox:Howwillheknowakerehehasnever

boughtthembefore.

Tsala:Mmmh!

MmaMox:Meleko,youdodgedabulletthisboyis

stupid.

Tsala:Hahaha,kanammemothoyooisstillmine

weneverreallybrokeup.

MmaMox:Hahalet'swaitandseeifKesego'sfamily

willallowtheirdaughtertogetmarriedwithout

Magadi,mosadiOkileakolotiwakaeekarego

kolotwamokwejhepe!



Tsalalaughedoutloud,Marcohuggedherfrom

behind,sheturnedaroundandkissedhim.

Tsala:Hahaokaybyewewilltalk,kissYamaforme.

Shehungup."Thewayyouandyourexmotherin

lawarecloseIthinkshewantsyoutogetback

togetherwithherson"Marcosaidoutofjealousy.

Tsalasmiledandkissedhim.

AtSame'sapartment

MambaknockedwhilealsocallingSame'snumber

whichdidn'tgothrough.Furioushetriedthedoor

anditwaslocked."WhereareyouIneedustogo

somewhere!"hesentthetextbutnevergotareply.

Thefollowingmorning



Samewalkedintoherroomandherroommatewas

gettingreadyforclasses.Theyexchanged

greetingsandintroducedthemselves.

Pamela:Jaanongwhereareyourbags.

Same:Iamgoingtogetthemthisevening.

Pamela:Okayyougotyourkeysakere,letmegoto

class.

Same:Sure!

Shesatonherbedandsighed,sheswitchedonher

phonewhileleavingandcountlessmessagesfrom

Mambacameinthenimmediatelyhecalled.

Same:Hel..

Mamba:Whereareyou?

Same:Iamonmywayhome.



Hehunguponher.Samegotinataxiandit

droppedherbyherflatwhichwasjustaroundthe

corner.ToavoidLeetoknowingherbusinessshe

knewshehadtomovetocampus.Shestarted

packingherbagsandthedooropened."Wherewere

youlastnight?"Mambasaidfurious.

Mamba:Wherewereyoulastnight?

Samesteppedback,shewasscared,shehadnever

seenhimlikethatbefore.Beforesheopenedher

mouthhepunchedheronthefaceandshefellon

thebed.

Mamba:Doyouknowhowmuchmoneyyoucost

me,doyouthinkthishouseandthisclothespay

themselves?

Samelookedathim,shedidn'tunderstandhowshe

costedhimmoney.



Mamba:Getthef**upand..

Same:WhatdoyoumeanIcostedyoumoney?

Mamba:Getup,Idon'thaveallday!

Same:IhavetogotoschoolI.

Mamba:Don'ttellmeaboutschoolIhaveaclient

waiting.

Same:Client?

Shequicklycoveredhermouth,shewasa

prostituteandshedidn'tknowit!

**

**

**Goodnight
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Mamba:Getthef**upand..

Same:WhatdoyoumeanIcostedyoumoney?

Mamba:Getup,Idon'thaveallday!

Same:IhavetogotoschoolI.

Mamba:Don'ttellmeaboutschoolIhaveaclient

waiting.

Same:Client?

Shequicklycoveredhermouth,shewasa

prostituteandshedidn'tknowit!

Same:You,you!



Shesteppedbackshakingherhead.

Same:(Crying)Yousaidyouloveme.

Mamba:Whatmakesyouthinkyouaremore

specialormorebeautifulthanotherwomen?Ican

haveeveryoneIwantstopfoolingyourselfandget

dressed.

Same:No,I..

Mamba:Youwhat?

Hetookouthisphoneandplayedavideoandgave

herthephone.

Mamba:Iwillbeinthesittingroom,youwillchoose

ifyouwanttocomewithmeorIwillpostthatvideo.

Samewatchedthevideocoveringhermouththen

shethrewthephoneonthebedcrying.Inthesitting

roomMambalookedaroundthenhesatdown.Few



minuteslaterSamecameoutdressedinaJeanand

top.Heturnedtoher.

Mamba:Andwheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

Choirpractise?

Samewenttochangeintoashortdressandheels.

Mamba:Mmmhthat'smorelikeit.Iknewyouwould

makethebestdecision.

Hekissedherandhisbreathsmeltlikerotten

mushrooms.

Mamba:Doyouknowhowmanygirlswouldkillto

beyourightnow?

Same:..

Mamba:Youareluckyyoumeetme.



Same:..

Mamba:Comeonsmile,youaregoingtomakelots

ofmoney.Withmeyouaresetforlife,youdon't

evenhavetogotoschoolorwork.Ifyouareagood

girlyoucanmakeasmuchasthepresidentmakes

injusttwoweeks.

Hekissedheragainandtheyleft.

ThesameMorningatPalapye

KesegoandMoxheldhandswalkingintothe

jewellerystore.

Assistant:HellowelcometoForeverSparkles

JewelshowcanIhelpyou.

Theylookedateachother.



Kesego:Wearelookingforaffordablewedding

rings.

Assistant:Good,pleasefollowme.

Theyfollowedheraroundandshepointedatsome

cheaprings.

Assistant:Doyouknowyourringsize?

Kesego:No!

Assistant:Allofthemherearethreehundredpula

andthisoneistwohundredandfifty.Wealsohave

formen.

Theyfollowedtheshopassheshowedthemthe

rings.

Kesego:Ilovedthefirstonewesaw.



Assistant:Oh!

TheywentbacktotheringandKesegotriediton.

Mox:Itlooksbeautifulonyoubabe!

Kesego:Thanksbabe.Ican'twaittobeMrsSeabelo.

Mox:Ican'twaitforyoutobeMrsSeabelo!

Hekissedher.

Assistant:Areyoupaying?

Mox:Yes!

TheywenttothecounterandKesego'sphonerang.

"Ohitsmymum"shesaidwalkingoutside.

Kesego:Hello!



MmaK:Whatisthisnonsenseyousentme?

Kesego:Oraajang?

MmaK:Ijustfinishedlisteningtoyourvoicenote,I

amnotmarryingyouoffwithoutMagadi,areyou

crazy?

Kesego:WellIguesswewilljustgetmarried

withoutyourblessingsthenbecausennaIam

gettingmarriedbeforemybabycomes.

MmaK:Kesego!

Kesego:Youwantmetobelikeyouwithfivekids

withdifferentfathers,fourtyandnotmarried?

Shehungupandwentbackinsidetheshop.

AtMamba'sClub

Sametookadeepbreathbeforesheknockedonthe

door."Comein"themansaid,shewentinsideand

closedthedoorbehindher.Shewalkedoverand



themanwasactuallygoodlooking.Hesmiledat

her,Sameletoutafadesmile.

Same:Excuseme!

Shewentinsidethebathroomandthrewapillinher

mouth,shewashedherfaceandwentbacktothe

room.

Man:Oh,youareasbeautifulastheydescribed.

Sameletoutafadesmile,themankissedherand

theysatdownstillkissing,hetouchedherallover

thenhegotonthebedonhiskneesandbenthis

backexposinghishairys.

Man:Putatongueinwhileatit!

Same:What?Iamnotlickingyours.



**

**

**Goodafternoon
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Sameletoutafadesmile,themankissedherand

theysatdownstillkissing,hetouchedherallover

thenhegotonthebedonhiskneesandbenthis

backexposinghishairys.

Man:Putatongueinwhileatit!

Same:What?Iamnotlickingyours.



Shesaidstandingupandgrabbedherhandbag

thensherantothedoor,sheopenedit,ranoutside

asfastasherlegscouldcarryher.Shecaughther

breathandsupportedherselfwiththewallcrying,it

allsunkin,shechoosethatlife,thatwasherreality

andsheknewnomatterhowmuchsheranortried

tohideshecouldnotdoitforever.

Backintheroom

ThemanshoutedatMambaonthephone."Thisis

thelasttimeIamdoingbusinesswithyou,Iam

cancellingmymembership"hesaidbeforehe

clickedhistongueandhungup.

LaterthatAfternoon

LeetosatonthebedtryingSame'snumberagain

withnoanswer.Hisroomatecameinandthrewhis

bagonthebed.



Him:Sure!

Leeto:Sure!

Him:IsSamecomingoveragaintonight?

Leeto:No,she..Iamsureshemanagedtobuythe

stuffsheneededtomovetoherroom.

Him:Okay!

HesatdownandlookedatLeeto,hewasaniceguy

andveryinlove.

Him:Soyouarebacktogether?

Leeto:Idon'tknow,Iguesswewilltalkaboutit.

Him:Ehe!

Leeto:Yeah!

Therewassilencebetweenthemthenhecleared

histhroat.



Him:Shehaschangedakere!

Leeto:Shehas?

Him:Yesornot?

Leeto:How?

Him:Idon'tknowbutsomethinghaschangedabout

her!

Leeto:Ao,haven'tnoticed.

AtMarco'shouse

"Babecomeon"TsalawalkedbehindMarcowith

herlaptop.

Tsala:IamjustsayingcheckifIamontheright

trackIamnotsayingwritethereportforme.

Marco:Ican't!

Tsala:Please!(poutherlips)Asmyboyfriendnot



myteacher.

Marco:Ican't,youhavetodoityourself.

HekissedTsalaandgrabbedhisbagwalkingtothe

door.

Marco:Rememberdon'topenforanyoneunlessit's

me.

Tsala:Okay!

Hekissedherandleft.Tsalalockedthedoorand

wentbacktothebedroom.Shesatonthebed

typingherreportthensheclosedthelaptopand

openedthedrawers,therewerethreeboxesof

unopenedcondomsandonecondomleftfromthe

boxtheyusedlastnight.Shetookphotosoftheir

serialnumbersthensheclosedthedrawerand

continuedtypingherreport.



Thesameafternoon

TheFlatcaretakeropenedSame'sapartmentand

walkedinwithMamba.

Mamba:Thankyousomuch,Iwasreallyworried

abouther.Shewasverysuicidalinthemorningand

whenshedidn'tanswerherphoneIwasscared

gorewhatifshedidsomethingtoherself.

Caretaker:ShouldItellthesecuritytokeepaneye

onher?

Mamba:Please,theyshouldcallmeassoonasshe

comesin.

TheywalkedoutsideandtheCaretakerclosedthe

door.Mambastoodinfrontoftheelevatorfurious.

HetriedSame'snumberagainanditstilldidn'tgo

through.



LaterthatEvening

TsalaopenedthedoorforMarcoandhesmiled,the

deliciousaromafromthekitchenmeltedhistaste

buds,thelightsweresetandromanticmusicplayed.

Tsalawasdressedinaeveninggownwithheels

andshehadherbraidstiedintoabun.

Marco:Okay,whatstheoccasion?

Tsala:Sincewecan'tgooutonaproperdateI

thoughtwhynotbringaproperdatetous.

Marco:Thisisromantic.

Tsala:Goshowerandchange,Iputyourclotheson

thebed.

Marco:Thanks!

Hekissedherandwenttothebedroom,hecame

outandstoodbythedoor."DidItellyouyoulook

beautiful?"hesaid,Tsalasmiledandhewentto



shower.

Shemovedaroundtakingavideoofthecandlelit

dinnersetandthefoodthensheputasherstatus.

Shetookoutthefoodfromtheovenandherphone

reportedamessage.Moxhadrepliedtoherstatus.

Mox:Osekawadirangwanakemopakwana.

Tsala:ItwouldbebecauseIsleptwithyou .

ShedisconnectedtheWiFianddishedforthem.

Marcocameoutdressedinablackshirtandblack

jeanswhichTsalahadchosenforhim.

Tsala:Mmmh!

Shekissedhimandhepulledherintohim.He

kissedherandlookedintohereyes.Tsalashyly

lookedaway.



Marco:Youarebeautiful!

Tsala:Thanks!

Heturnedheraroundandtheydancedtosome

KeithUrbansongbeforetheysatdownandate.

Marco:Thanksfordoingthis!

Tsala:Anytime.

Marco:Andthefoodisdelicious.

Tsala:Justwaitforthedessert.

Marco:Mmmh!

Tsala:Hahathereisactuallydessert,notwhatyou

arethinkingabout.

Marco:Hahahayouaretheonewiththedirtymind.

Theycontinuedeatingandtalkingaboutthisand

that.



AtSame'sapartment

Same:(Onthephone)OkaythankyouIwillbethere

tenminutesbeforeseven.Yesyesaseatbythe

windowplease.

Shehungupandstartedpackingherclothesina

smallbag."HeyMamaisnotfeelingwellkeboela

MaunIwillcomebackonMonday,Iloveyou"she

sentLeetoatext,shetooksomemoneyshehidin

thebibleandputinherpursethensheleftclosing

thebedroomdoor.Shewenttoclosethegasandas

shewasabouttoleavethedooropened.Same

panickedandsteppedbackscared.

"Idon'tcareyoucanpostthevideoIamdone,Iam

done"shesaidwithashakyvoicecrying.

Mamba:Youthinkyoucanrunawayfromthe



Mamba?Hahaha!Bit**Iownyou.

2WeeksLater..

**

**

**Goodnight
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2WeeksLater..

Moxwalkedoutofthelectureroomwhilethe

lecturewasstillteaching.



Mox:Babe!

Kesego:(Crying)Ihatemymum,she..

Mox:Babe?

Kesego:Sheusedallthemoneywegavehertobuy

everythingwearegoingtoneedforthebaby.

Mox:What?

Kesego:Allthemoneywehavebeensendingher

(crying)eventhemattressandblanketsshesaid

sheboughtshewaslying.Shedidn'tbuyanything,

noreceiver,nonothing

Mox:..

Kesego:Whatarewegoingtodo?

Mox:Eish!

Kesego:Ifwecanjustbuyreceiversandbaby

clothesatleastbecausemyduedateisinthree

days.

Mox:Iwillseewhattododon'tstressplease.



Hehungupandsatdownonthecorridorstoop.He

buriedhisfaceinhishands.

AtUB

"Hinemmahowisyourmum?,pleasetalktomeI

amscaredjaanong"Leetosentavoicenoteto

Sameandputthephonedownwithhisfaceinhis

hands.Hisroommateclearedhisthroat.

Him:Aggg,thisgirlisalwaysstressingyou,when

areyougoingtolearngoreshedoesn'twantyou,

thisgirlcan'tkeepdisappearingandappearing

whenshewantsto.Nodudeyoudeservebetter.I

knowyouloveherbut..LookLee,Iknowpeople

whostilltextsickinhospital,ontheirdeathbed.

Thefactthatsheisnotpickingupyourcallsor

replyingyourtextsshouldsayalot.



Hestoodupandleft.Leetoswallowedhardand

pickeduphisphoneagain."Justtellmeyouare

okayandIwillleaveyoualone."hesentanothertext.

AtMarco'shouse

MarcocameintheroomandTsalaquicklyclosed

thedrawersandputherphonebackinherhandbag.

Marco:Whatareyoudoing?

Tsala:Nothing!

Marco:Readytogo?

Tsala:Yes!

Marcopickedupherbagandtheyleft.Shepulled

theseatbeltanddialedMmaMox.

MmaMox:Hello!



Tsala:Dumelang,iwillbethereintheeveningIam

abouttoleaveGaborone.

MmaMox:Eheee,bringussomethingfrom

Gaboronehoo!

Tsala:Jaakaenghela?

MmaMox:Anythingyouwon'tfindinSerule.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMox:OkayTravelsafelymygirl.

Tsalahungupandthoughtfullybitherlowerlip.

Tsala:WhatcanwebuyherthatisnotinGaborone?

Marcoraisedhisshoulders.

Tsala:CanwepassbythatshopthatsellsAfrican

attires.MaybeIwillfindheradressorsomething.



Marco:Whatwereyoudoinginthedrawers,

countingthecondoms?

Tsala:No!

Marco:Whatwereyoudoing?

Tsala:Iwastakingoutmyearrings.

Marco:Soweareatapointwherewecount

condomsbeforeweleave?

Tsala:IsaidIwasn'tcountingthem.

Marco:Don'tdothat,haveIevergivenyouareason

nottotrustme?

Tsala:..

Marco:Iamtalkingtoyou.

Tsala:ActuallyyesIwascountingthecondoms

becausewhoknowswhatyouaregoingtogetupto

whenIamgone.

Marcoshookhisheadandfocusedontheroad.He

laughedaloneandshookhishead.



Marco:IfIwanttocheatIcanstillgobuyanother

boxofcondoms.

Tsala:Ebilewaikgatha?

Marco:NoIamjusttellingyougorethereisnoneed

tocountthem.Youneedtotrustmeifyoudon't

trustmethenwhat'stheuseofusbeingina

relationship?

Tsala:..

Theydroveinsilenceuntiltheyarrivedatthemall,

MarcoremainedinthecarwhileTsalawenttothe

shops.Shecamebackhalfanhourlaterandhe

droppedheratthebusrank.

Marco:Shapoakere?

Tsala:Nokiss?

HeleanedoverandkissedherthenTsalagother



bagsandwenttothebus.

AtDitshego'shouse

Lebocameinfromthebusrankandgaveher

motherthebusticket.

Lebo:Thebusleavesateightbareyoushouldbe

therefifteenminutesbeforeeight!

Ditshego:Okay!Helpmehere!

Shehelpedhermotherzipthebag.

Mpho:Whereareyougoingtostartlookingforher?

Ditshego:Idon'tknowbutIknowIamnotgoingto

comebackwithoutseeingmydaughter.

Mpho:Haveyoueverthoughtthatmaybeshe

doesn'twanttobefound?



Ditshego:..

Mpho:Maybesheisdead,maybe..

Ditshegojumpedonherandslappedher."Mama"

Lebogotbetweenthem.

Ditshego:Neversaythatdoyouhearme?

Mphomassagedhercheekcrying.

Ditshego:Sheisyoursisterhowcanyousaythat?

Mphostormedoutsidecrying."Doyoualsobelieve

sheisdead?"DitshegoaskedLeboandsheshook

herheadscaredshemightgetaslaptoo.

Mpho:Ihopesheisdeadsothatwecanallmove

on,Iamtiredoflivinglikethis.



Ditshego:Stopsayingthat.

Lebo:Mpho!

Mpho:WearetheonesstrugglinggongweSame

kwasheislivingthebestlifewithherboyfriend.

Ditshego:IfitwasyouIwouldstilldothesame.

Mpho:Itwillneverbemeyouknowwhybecause..

Lebo:Mphomonnajustshutup.

Mpho:EverydaySamethis,Samethatagggg!

Ditshego:(Crying)Ifyoualsohadachildyouwould

understandwhatIamgoingthrough!

Lebo:Aaah!

Shestormedoutsideagain.

LaterthatEvening

Moxputhisfingerinhisbrother'snumberthinking

ofcallinghimthendecidednotto.Hetookadeep



breathanddialedhisMother.

MmaMox:Hello!

Mox:Hello!

MmaMox:WaitsesaleMmabontleagogobaIam

alwaysbusy,nowsheisunderthetablebutthe

otherdayithurtherhead.

Mox:Haha!

MmaMox:Holdletmegetherout.

Fewsecondslater..

MmaMox:Hello!EishMoemediyourdaughterwill

killmenowsheiscrawlingtothefanitwillhither

bighead.

Mox:Haha,hermotheraresheiscomingforthe

weekend.

MmaMox:Yessheshouldbeherenow.



Mox:Kantedoyoustillhavesomeofthethings

Yamausedasababy?

MmaMox:Eng?

Mox:Direceiversandblankets.

MmaMox:WhyareyouaskingIgavethemto

Leteng.

Mox:Ehe!

MmaMox:Whywereyouasking?

Mox:KesegoandIhavebeensendingmoneytoher

mothereverymonthsothatshebuyswhatevershe

andthebabymightneedandsheusedallthe

money,noteventobuyasingleblanket,(Crying)

KesegoisdueinthreedaysandIdon'tevenhave

hundredpulatosendhertobutatleastcheap

diapersandoneblanket.

Hesniffedandclearedhisthroat.

MmaMox:Kemathata!



Mox:IthoughtthatmaybeifYama'sthingsarestill

therewecanusethemuntilIgetmynextallowance.

MmaMoxwipedhertears.

**

**
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Mox:KesegoandIhavebeensendingmoneytoher

mothereverymonthsothatshebuyswhatevershe

andthebabymightneedandsheusedallthe

money,noteventobuyasingleblanket,(Crying)



KesegoisdueinthreedaysandIdon'tevenhave

hundredpulatosendhertobutatleastcheap

diapersandoneblanket.

Hesniffedandclearedhisthroat.

MmaMox:Kemathata!

Mox:IthoughtthatmaybeifYama'sthingsarestill

therewecanusethemuntilIgetmynextallowance.

MmaMoxwipedhertears.

MmaMox:Elegorewhydidn'tKesegobuythings

herselfinsteadofgivinghermotherthemoney?

Mox:Wedidn'tknowwhattobuy,gapethefirst

monthsheassuredusgoresheboughtdireceivers

andmattressthat'swhywekeptsendingmoney

evenlastweekwesentfourhundredareisfor

dikgongandmadila.



MmaMox:Sheissuchanevilwoman,jaanongwhat

isshesayingaboutyourmoney?

Mox:Idon'tknow!

MmaMoxtookadeepbreath.

MmaMox:Hundredpulawon'tbeenoughkanashe

hastobuyfood,clothes,diapers,medicine,madifor

transporttoandfromthehospital.Iwillseehow

muchIhaveandaskTututogosendtoyouatthe

tuckshop.

Mox:Eemmatanki.

MmaMox:Andtellhertogobuythingsherselfand

notgivehermother.

Mox:Eemma!

Shehungupandwenttoherbedroom,shelocked

thedoorandtookoutonethousandPulafromher

safe,sheputitbackinthesecretplacethenshe



wentoutside."Tutu"shecalledouther

granddaughter.

AtLentsweletau

AredHondafitparkedbythegateandKoporan

insidetheyardholdingacanofbeer."Mybabies"

shepassedeveryoneinthesittingroomandwent

tothebedroomtochange.Kesegowalkedin

cradlingherstomach.

Kopo:Kessygirl,heymmathatguyhasmoneyga

kebategomokgwa.Arereyegobesatonki,Iwant

tochangeand..

Kesego:IamdueinthreedaysandIhaven'teven

boughtbabyreceiver,Ihaven't..

Kopo:Worrynotakerekarethatguyisloaded,are

helovesme,Itoldhimgoremykidshavenothingto

eatgatwewewillgocashkoMolepolle.



Shesaidrubbingawetwashingragbetweenher

thighs,shesmeltitandhungitontheplasticchair.

Kopo:SkawaraIwillgiveyoumoneywhenIcome

back.

Shesprayedperfumealloverandbetweenher

thighsandchangedintoaJeanandtopandran

outside.Kesegoclickedhertongueandwenttoher

roomwhichshesharedwiththerestofherfour

siblings.

AtMmaMox'shouse

TsalawipedhertearsandpickedupYamasa.

Tsala:BathongYama,it'smemummy!Mybabycan

sitandcrawl.

MmaMox:Wasenyatotashebrokemycase,she



pulledtheclothandthevasefelldown,vaseyeoI

boughtitevenbeforeherfatherwasborn.

Tsala:Herfatherwillpayforitthen.

MmaMox:FirstsalaryhelaIwantitall.

TsalaputYamadownandshecrawledtotheTV.

MmaMox:WasenyaNgonyanaOmathoekareO

bonetsedintsanyanayo.

Tsala:Hahaha,Yamadon'tdothat.

ShetooktheTVremoteandgaveTsala.

Tsala:Thankyoubaby!

MmaMox:Shehasslowndownonmilkkanaakere

jaanongsheeatswithus,shehasherplate,Idish

phalechehelaandmorongwanakewillfinish

everything.InthemorningIcookhersoftporridge



thenlatermakepotatochipsforher.Sheonly

drinksmilkwhenshegoestobedandearlywhen

shewakesup.

Tsala:That'swhysheissobig.BathongIcan't

believeIhaveabigbaby,letmevideocallBeth.

ShevideocalledBethandopenedthebackcamera.

Beth:Heelang,that'sYama?

Tsala:Thisgirlisbigmma.

Beth:Heebathong,Tsalawabonagoreit'sbadto

laughatotherpeople'schildrenOsenangwana

bonahelaYamalookslikeherfather.

Tsala:Hahahahareyoucallingmybabyugly?

MmaMox:MothoyoisfutureMissBotswana.

Beth:Hahawai,ekarewallajaana!(Shelookslike

sheiscrying)

Tsala:Hahahaha!



MmaMox'sphonerangandsheexcusedherself.

MmaMox:Hallo!

Mox:ThankyouIreceivedthemoney.

MmaMox:Okaymyboy,sendittoKesegoshe

shouldnotstressitsnotgoodforthebaby.

Mox:Thankyou!

MoxhungupandsentKesegothemoneythen

immediatelyshecalled.

Mox:Babe!

Kesego:Heyijustsawthemoney.

Mox:Buywhatisneedednowtherestwewillbuy

monthend.

Kesego:Thankswheredidyougetit?

Mox:Frommymum,youwilltellmewhatyou



boughtakere.

Kesego:Sure!Iloveyou.

Mox:Iloveyou,mymumareIshouldtellyounotto

stressitsnotgoodforthebaby.

Kesegosmiled.

Kesego:Okay!Bye!

Laterthatnight

Marcosippedonhisdrinkandlaughedalone.

Dan:What?

Marco:It'sTsala,kantennawhydoIattractcrazy

women?

Dan:Hahayouknowwhy!



Marco:Shecountedthecondoms.

Dan:Don'tallwomendothat?

Marco:Aggg!IfIcheatIcanjustbuynewcondoms

akere.Can'tIdateanormalgirlwhowilltrustme?

Dan:Goraagoreomonatelaitaaka.(Youmustbe

goodinbedmyguy)

Theybothlaughed.

Marco:Iwon'tbesurprisedifshehasinstalled

camerasinmyhouse.

Dan:Areyoufaithfulthough?

Marco:Haha,lookIreallylikeTsala,it'snotjustse*

withher,weconnect,Ienjoyhercompanybutthere

arethingsthatIwantandcan'tdowithher.

Dan:Hassherefusedthosethings?

Marco:No,theyhavenevercomeupbecause..

Because..



Dan:Hahayouarejustlookingforareasontocheat

myman.

TheFollowingMorningatGaboroneBusRank

Ditshegosteppedoutofthebusandtookadeep

breath,shedidn'tknowwheretostartlookingfor

herdaughter,shedialedhernumberagainandit

stilldidn'tgothrough.ShedialedLeeto'snumber.

Leeto:Hello!

Ditshego:HelloitsSame'smother.

Leeto:Oh,issheokay?

Ditshego:IaminGaboroneIhavecometolookfor

mydaughter.

Leeto:What?Kantewhat'sgoingon,Samecame

backtoGaboronetwoweeksagothenshewent

backadayafteraresheisgoingtoMaunbecause

youaresick.



Ditshego:ShewaslyingIhaven'tseenmydaughter

sinceApril.

Leeto:What?Wehavetoreportheramissing

personthen.

LaterthatAfternoon

Tsala'sJawsdroppedasshereadaFacebookpost

fromtheBotswanaPoliceServicepageabouta

missingpersonanditwasSame.Shequicklydialed

Leeto.

Leeto:Hello!

Tsala:Heelathee,elegorewhereisSame?

Leeto:Mothoyooitlookslikeshehasneverwentto

MaunsinceAprilnnatwoweeksagoshetoldme

goreshejustcamefromMaunthenshesaidshe

wasgoingbackbecausehermumwassick!

Tsala:Heee,Ihopesheisfinewhereversheis.



Leeto:Metoo!Tsaladropahooanothercallis

comingthrough.

Tsalahungupandhepickeduphismother'scall.

Thedooropenedandhisroomatecamein.Leeto

finishedtalkingtohismotherandhisroommate

gavehimthephone.

Him:DidyouseeSame'scommentunderthepost.

Leeto:Shecommented?

HerefreshedthepostandSame'scommentwasat

thetop."Iamnotmissingwentonavacation with

Bae."

**

**
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Thesamemorning

Kesegofinishedbathingandknockedonher

Mother'sdoor,sheknockedagainwithnoanswer

thenshetriedthedoor,shelookedinsideandthere

wasnoone.Sheclosedthedoorandleftdialing

Kopo'snumber.

Kopo:Hello!

Kesego:KopokanaIneedmymoneyIhavetogo..

Kopo:HeeeIraisedyoualonestrugglingasa

teenagemother,don'tbothermewithsixhundred



pulalikeitsmillions.Iwillgiveyouyourmoney

whenIhaveit.

Shehunguponher.

LaterthatEvening

TsaladishedforeveryoneandcalledTututotake

watertoMmaMoxwhowassittingoutsidewithher

friend.Tutuwashedherhandsandwentinsideto

getthefood.

Friend:EheeeMmaYamasaishome?

MmaMox:Yesshecameyesterday.

Friend:Youreallytakecareofyourgrandkids

waitse,kanayouhaveraisedallofthem.

MmaMox:WhatwillIdommaIhavenochoice.



Tutubroughtthefood.

MmaMox:Bringdisaucehooandatcha.

Tsala:Whereareyougoingtoputdisauce?These

foodyoudon'tadddisaucemma.

MmaMox:Youandyourfood.

Friend:Mmmhtheyaredelicious.

Tsala:Thankyou!

Shesatdownandhadherdinnerwhilebusywith

herphone.

MmaMox:Didtheyfindyourfriendyouweretelling

meaboutearlier?

Tsala:UhuuIdidn'ttellyou,shecommentedonthe

postaresheiffineonavacationwithherboyfriend.

MmaMox:Uhuu,thesekids!Hermothereneis

worriedsickkamothowhoisbusywithmen.



Friend:Aahkidsoftoday.

TutucamewithYamawhojustwokeup.Tsalaput

herfooddownandtookher.

Tsala:Bringmeherjuiceon..

MmaMox:Mmmhmmh,shewillhavethejuiceafter

shehasherfood,wenakanawaboOtsilegoduba

ngwana.

Tsala:Tutubringmeherfoodthen.

TutucamewiththefoodandTsalafeedYama.

MinuteslaterTutucamerunningwithMmaMox's

phone.

MmaMox:Hello!

Kesego:Dumelang,keKesego.

MmaMox:Ehee,howareyou?



Kesego:Iamgood,Ireceivedthemoneythankyou.

MmaMox:Youarewelcome.Washthoseclothes

withjustwaterokaydon'taddanything,youwilljust

bewashingthehandsthattouchedthem.

Kesego:Eemma!Airtimejustreported,gosiame.

MmaMox:Byemygirl.

Shehungup.Tsalaswallowedhardjealousand

continuedfeedingYama.

MmaMox:ItwasMox'sgirlfriend,shemightdeliver

anydayfromtoday.

Friend:Eheeekanayoutoldmethismaloba,ware

whereisthegirlfromagain?

AtMetsimotlhabe

Ditshego'soldfriendgaveheraplateofphaleche



andchickennecks.

Her:KanainMaunyoueatmeateveryday,kwano

thescaleofbeefincreaseseveryday.Fortwenty

pulayoueatalone.

Ditshegowaslostinherthoughts.

Her:Tshegi!

Ditshegolookedather.

Her:Shewillcomebackdon'tworry.

Ditshego:Iamunsettled,somethingisnotright.

Thefrienddidn'treply.



Ditshego:Eish!

Shetookadeepbreathandpickedupherplate.

Ditshego:ThankyoubutIdon'thaveappetite.

Her:Sowhatareyougoingtodowaitforherto

comebackoryouaregoingtoMaun?

Ditshego:Ican'tgobackwithoutseeingmy

daughter,Ineedtoseegoresheisfine.

Her:Mmmh!

Ditshego:WheredidIgowrong?Itried,I..Itried

everythingtoraisemygirlsright.

Her:Mmmhmmhdon'tblameyourself,weraise

thesekidsrightandtheychoosetodobadontheir

own.

Ditshegobreathedinherhands.



Laterthatnight

Tsalalookedatherbabysleeping,shetouchedher

beautifuleyebrowsandsmiled.Shehadneverfelt

aloneandmissedhermotherlikeshedidthatday.

Shefoundherselfcrying,shecoveredherfaceand

wenttositoutsidedialingherfather.Hisphoneran

severaltimeswithnoanswer.Shedialedher

Mother'snumberanditdidn'tgothrough."Imiss

you"shesentatexttothenumberhopingfora

miracle,shehadneverfeltsoalonebefore.

MmaMox:Eheyouarenotsleeping?

Tsalawipedhertears.

MmaMox:IjustgotoffthecallwithMoemedi,

Kesegogavebirthtoababygirl.



Tsalaletoutafadesmile.MmaMoxsatnexttoher.

MmaMox:What'swrong?

Tsala:Nothing.

MmaMox:Itissomething,talktome!

Tsala:I..Ijustmissmymum.

MmaMox:It'snormal,mydaughterpassedawaysix

yearsagoandImisshereveryday,Iamnotgoingto

lieitdoesn'tgetbetterwithtimebutonedayyou

willfindpeaceandacceptthatsheisgone.

Tsalawipedhertearsandsmiled.

MmaMox:Letmegotobed.

Tsala:Goodnight!

SheleftandTsalaalsowentinsidetheroom.



Thefollowingmorning

SamecarefullyreadthecontractMambajust

handedherthenshereachedforapenandsignedit.

Shewastoworkforthreemoremonthsthenheset

herfree

**

**
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Thesamemorning

Kesegosmiledlookingatherbabysleeping,she



tookavideoandsentMoxthenKopo'scallcame

through.

Kesego:Hello,didyouseemymessage.

Kopo:Yes,bonathatguywamaloba,Iamathis

housemoTaungand..

Kesego:KopoIjusthadmybabyandwearebeing

dischargetomorrow,allIamaskingofyouistobe

amotherforonceinyourlife.

Kopo:Mmawee,Iamherelookingformoneytobuy

mykidsfoodandyouwantmetocometakecareof

yourbaby?WasItherewhenyoumadethatbaby?

Everywomanfortheirchildrens.

Kesego:Mxm!It'snotchildrens.

ShehunguponhermotherandcalledMoxcrying.

AtUB



Samesatonherbedlookingatherphone,she

pickedituptocallhermotherandimmediately

Mamba'scallcamethrough.

Same:Hello!

Mamba:Ineedyouattheclubexactlykaseven

sharp,wearsomethingsexy.

Same:Mmmh!

ShehungupanddialedLeetobuthisnumberrang

onceandhungup,shetrieditseveraltimesandstill

thesamething.

AtMmaMox'sHouse

TsalawalkedintothemainhouseholdingYama,

sheputherdownandwenttothekitchentoplug

thekettleon.Shewentbacktothesittingroomand

MmaMoxwasinherroomtalkingtothephone.



MmaMox:TodayIcan'tdoanythingorgowhereI

wantbecauseofYamasayouwanttotiemedown

withanotherbaby?

Mox:Iwouldn'taskifwewerenotdesperateplease.

MmaMox:Moemediyouareabusingme,youcan't

keephavingchildrenandthinkgorennaIwilltake

careofthem.MmaKesegoOtengakere,whycan't

shetakecareofthebaby,mmhmmh!Moemediyou

andKesegoneedtotakeresponsibility,nnaIonly

tookYamasabecauseTsaladoesn'thaveamother

andhergrandmotherissick.Tsalaistakingcareof

herchild,neverhaveIeverhadtocallherformilkor

diapers,shemakessureataxiishereeverytimewe

gototheclinic,shesendsmoneyforfoodand

toiletries,lonayouaregoingtobringababyand

expectmetotakecareofherakere?Iwillbe

beggingandbeggingforyoutobuyyourchildmilk

anddiapersakere!

Mox:No!

MmaMox:IfKesego'sfamilyagreestobringthe



babyherethenthat'sthelastchildIamtakingcare

of.Idon'tknowwholiedtoyougoreyoucankeep

havingchildrenandyourmotherwilltakecareof

them.

Shehungupandclickedhertonguetalkingalone.

Yamacrawledintoherbedroomandshesmiled

pickingherup.

MmaMox:Youmissedmengwanaka?

Shekissedherandraisedherupsmellingher

diaper"Phuuuu"Ngonyanayobathongphuuuu"

Yamagiggledexposinghertwomilkteeth.

MmaMoxputherdownonthebedandremovedher

diaperandwipedherwithwetwipesthenshemade

herwearapantythentheywenttothekitchen

whereTsalawascookingsoftporridgeforthebaby.

Tsala:Dumelang!



MmaMox:Hellomygirl.Howareyoufeeling?

Tsala:Iamfine.

MmaMox:Howdidyousleep?

Tsala:Fine!

MmaMoxcouldtellsomethingwasoffanddecided

nottoaskmorequestions.Shewentoutsidestill

holdingYama.TsalawenttoMox'sroomand

pickedupherphonedialingTumi.

Tumi:Hello!

Tsala:Hi,IwanttotakeYamawithme.

Tumi:Takeherwithyouwhere?

Tsala:BacktoGaborone,Iwillmoveoutofcampus

andfindaroomandfindananny.

Tumi:Areyoucrazy,whywouldyoutakeYama

wheresheistakencareofandputherinthehands

ofastranger?DidMmaMoxcomplain?



Tsala:It'sgoingtobecrowdedhereandIdon'twant

mychildmistreated.

Tumi:Mistreatedbywho?DidMmaMoxdo

something?

Tsala:No,Mox'sotherdaughteriscomingtostay

hereso..

Tumi:DidMmaMoxsayyoushouldtakeYama?

Tsala:Nobut..

Tumi:Thenwhyareyoutakingher?

Tsala:Iamnotgoingtohavemychildmistreated

byMox'sgirlfriendgapealltheattentionwillbeon

thenewbaby.

Tumi:WillYamasabestayingwithMox'sgirlfriend?

Tsala:No,youdon'twanttolistentomemathata.

Tumi:OkayIamlistening.

Tsala:Mox'sgirlfriendanddaughterarecomingto

stayhereuntilshegoesbacktoschoolso

MmaMox'shandswillbefullthat'swhyIthinkit's

bettertotakeYama.



Tumi:Didyoudiscussthiswithher,whatdidshe

say?

Tsala:NoIwantedtotalktoyoubeforeItalktoher

becauseIamleavingtomorrowandI..

Tumi:Soyouthinkanannyoratdaycaretheywill

takecareofYamamorethanMmaMox?

Tsala:Nobut..

Tumi:YouthinkfourthousandPulawillbeenough

forananny,daycare,food,pampers,milk,rent?

Tsala:..

Tumi:LookIamsureMmaMoxwon'tallowthe

otherbabytocomeaitsegoreshecan'thandleit.

Yamaisstillyoungandsheisusedtostayingwith

MmaMox,wenahelawhatyoucandoistakeher

duringholidaysandlongweekendsandcometo

Maun.

Tsala:..

Tumi:AnywayattheenditsyourdecisionbutI

hopeyoumakeadecisionthatwillbenefitbothyou

andyourdaughter.



TsalaknodherheadlikeTumicouldseeher.

Tsala:Okaybye!

Shehungupandwentbacktothemainhouse,she

dishedthesoftporridgeandletitcoolbeforeshe

startedfeedingYama.NeitherTsalaorMmaMox

saidanythingtoeachotherthenfinallyTsala

clearedherthroat.

Tsala:SowillKesego'sbabycomestayhere?

MmaMox:EemmaakereMoemeditoldthemhehas

amotherwhowilltakecareofthebaby.

Tsala:Uhu,doesn'tshehaverelativesthatcanhelp

herwiththebaby?

MmaMox:Apparentlynot.KanaYamasaisnow

grownupevenwhenIgogetmypensionwego

together,lemodijaratengkeetakaene,nowIam



goingtobetieddownwithanewborn.

Tsala:IcantakeYamaifyoufeellikeyoucan't

handletwokids.

MmaMox:Takeherwhere?

Tsala:Icanfindaroomand..

MmaMox:No,Itoldyouyouwillonlygetherafter

youfindajobandsheisoldenoughtotellyouif

someoneismistreatingher,leaveeverythingtome

akereIamtheonewhogavebirthtoastupidSon.

Tsala:Ijustdon'ttrustKesegoaroundmychild.

MmaMox:Whatwillshedo,shewon'tmistreat

YamawhileIamstillalivegapewherewillsheget

thetimetodothatbecauseIwillalwaysbehere.

WenaIwantyoutofocusonschoolandnotstress

aboutYama.

Tsala:Okay!

AtMetsimotlhabe



Ditshegoquicklyremovedherphonefromthe

chargerandpickedup.

Ditshego:HelloSame,Same?

Same:(Crying)Mama!

Ditshego:Samengwanaka,areyouokay,Iamin

GaboroneIhavecometolookforyou.

Same:(Wipedhertears)IamfineMama,canwe

pleasemeettomorrowmorning.Iwillcallyouwhen

Ileavecampus.

Ditshego:Okay,areyoufine?

Samehungupandbreathedoutloudand

somethingpainfulstuckonherthroatasshetried

toswallow.Thetaxidroppedheroffatthecluband

shewalkedinfixingherdress.

ShewalkedinsideandMambawalkedtowardsher.

Hekissedhercheekandtheywalkedtothebar.



Mamba:Youlookbeautiful!

Same:..

Mamba:Comeonsmile.

Samefakedasmile.

Mamba:Better,yourclientiswaitingforyouinsuite

2.

Samestoodupandwalkedtotheroom,shetooka

deepbreathandopenedthedoor.Sheslowly

closeditandwalkedtothebed.Fewminuteslater

thebathroomdooropenedandMarcocameout.

**

**
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"Echuuuu"Samesneezedagain.

Tsala:Marcoyouheardthattooakere.

Shesteppedbackandlookedathimthenshe

clickedhertongueandremovedhershoes.



Tsala:MarcoItoldyougorewaratanaakere?

Marco:Tsala..

Tsala:Don'tTsalame,andyougetangrywhenI

countthecondoms!Yeses!

Marcostoodinfrontofthebedroomdoorasshe

triedtogoinside.

Tsala:Marcostepaside.

Shewasangry,tearyandshaking.

Tsala:Marcostepaside.

Marcodidn'tsayanything.

Tsalasatdownwithherfaceinherhandscrying.



Marco:CanIexplain?

Tsala:..

Marco:Itisnotwhatitlookslikeokay!

Tsala:..

Marco:IadmitIshouldhavebeen..

Tsala'sshoeflewrightoverhisheadmissinghim

byaninchandithitthedoor.

Tsala:KareopenthatdooryouthinkIamjoking?

Shethrewanothershoeathim,Marcododgedand

ithitthedooragain.Hequicklygrabbedbothher

hands,Tsalafoughttryingtofreeherself.

Marco:(Annoyed)Stop!

Tsala:Youfu**meeverydayandthencheatonme



again,keengOthantshiwakeyonethisdonkeydi**.

Shesaidkickinghimbetweenhislegs,Marcobent

hisbackinpainandletgoofher.Shequicklywent

insidethebedroomandlookedaround.

Tsala:Comeoutyouwho**,shesaidlookingunder

thebed.Marcostoodbythedoorlookingaround

too."Isaidcomeout,youcanfu**myboyfriendbut

youcan'tfaceme?"Tsalasaidwithashaky

voice."Comeoutnow"shesaidreachingforadoom

canandsprayedit.

Marco:Whatareyoudoing?

Tsala:Letgoofmewena,lettheroachescomeout.

ShesprayedallovertheroombeforeMarcotook

thecanfromheranddraggedheroutside.



Marco:(Fumming)NowyouseewhyIdidn'twanta

relationshipakere,whatyouaredoing?

Tsala:Ohnowit'smyfaultthatyouarecheating?

Marco:Getout!

Hesaidpushingher.

Tsala:Letgoofme!

Shefoughthim."Iamnotleavinguntilshecomes

out,ifitsathreesomeyouwantthenyouwillgetit".

Samestartedcoughinginthebedroom.Marco

grabbedhisphone.

Marco:IamcallingthePolice.

Tsala:GoodthenyouwillexplaintothemwhatI,a

studentisdoinginyourhouse.Callthem.



Marcoputhisphonedown.Samecoughedhardlike

shewasabouttothrowup.

Marco:Kamaitseopleaseleave.

Tsala:Notbeforethecocoroachcomesout.

Marcopickedherupandshekickedintheair.

"NtogeleMarco,Iamnotleavinguntil.."Marcoput

heroutsideandlockedthedoorinherface.She

screamedpunchingthedoor.Marcorantothe

bedroomandhelpedSameoutside,shecouched

hardtouchingherchest.Hegaveherawetclothto

putonhernosethenwenttogetheracupofwater.

Marco:Areyouokay?

Same:(Shookherhead)NoIinhaledalotofthe

doom.

Marco:Iamsorry!



SamecontinuedcoughingasMarcorubbedher

back.

Marco:Iamsorry!

Same:MaybeIshouldleave.

Marco:No,thisismyhouseandyouaremyguest

youarenotgoinganywhere.

Samesippedonthewaterandtookadeepbreath.

Noonesaidanythingandtherewassilencefrom

Tsalatoo.

Thesamenight

Kesegoshoutedtheelectricityunitstoherbrother

ashepunchedthemonthemeternumberthenthe

lightscameon.



Brother:Okwadilweseven.

Kesego:Yesitsfortenpula,switchoffthefridge

akerethereisnothinginside.

Thelittlebrotherswitchedoffthefridge,Kesego

switchedoffherphoneflashlightandsleptnextto

herbaby,sheputherhandbetweenherhandand

BabyAratwasqueezedherfinger.

Kesego:Ireceive!

Shesmiledandkissedthebabyagain.Therewas

loudnoiseinthesittingroomandsheheardKopo's

voice."MamaKessyhasababygirl"herlittlesister

saidtoKopo.

Kopo:Guysthisisyournewfatherokay!Heisthe

onewhoboughtyouthesefood.



Kesegostoodupandwalkedtothedoor,Kopo

openeditfromoutsideandtheyalmostbumped

heads.

Kopo:Whatareyoudoinginmybedroom?

Kesego:Didn'tyouseemymessages?

Kopo:Myphoneisoff.

Kesego:PleasecallMoemedi'smumsothatshe

canarrangetransporttocomegetus.

Kopo:Getyouandtakeyouwhere?

Shesaidsittingdownonthebedandremovedher

shoes.

Kesego:Akereyouarebusy,shesaidwecancome

toSeruleand..

Kopo:Firsthersonwantstomarryyouwithout



Magaditodaytheoldwomanwantstotakeyouand

thebaby?

Kesego:Willyouhelpmewiththebabythen?

Kopo:DidIhelpyoumakethebaby?NnaKesego

whenIhadyouIwasallalone,youdidn'tevenhave

areceiverordressIgotthematthehospitalbut

hereyouare,you..

Kesego:(Crying)Whyareyoudoingthistome

kante,willyouhelpmewiththebabylikeMmaMox

would?

Kopo:MovetoyourbedroomIcamewithmyman.

Heboughtyouguysdipizzaandfriedchicken,di

chips,didrinks.

Kesego:WhatdidIdotodeservethiskante?AmIa

resultofrapeorincest?Whydoyouhatemedo

much,justcallMmaMoxIpromiseIwill..

Kopo:Iamnotcallinganyone.

Kesego:Atleasttellmewhomyfatheristhen.

Gongweenehewillcare.

Kopo:Wai,hefailedtobuyyoudiaperswhatmakes



youthinkhewillcarenow?

Shetookoutcashfromherbraandcounteditthen

sheputitunderthemattress.

Kopo:Wabonahowmuchthismantakescareof

me?

Kesegotookherbaby'sthingsandmovedtotheir

bedroom,therewereclothesonthefloorandonher

bed,sheputherbabydownandcleanedwhereshe

wouldsleep.

AtCampus

PortiasatontheedgeofTsala'sbedrubbingher

back.



Portia:Themmasaysomethingwarewhat

happened?

Tsalacriedlouderintothepillow,Portiatookadeep

breathandrubbedherback.

Portia:Sorryfriend.

TheFollowingMorning

MarcograbbedanappleandSamewalkedhimto

thedoor.

Marco:Don'topenforanyoneokay,nnaIwillcallfa

ketla.

Same:Okay!

HeopenedthedoorandTsalastoodoutside,he



triedtocloseitinherface,Tsalapusheditback

withforceitalmosthithimandshewalkedinside.

Samefixedhernightydressandsteppedback.

Marco:Tsalawhatare..

Tsala:Hahahahahahaha,she?

Shelaughedhardandtouchedherchestunableto

breathorlaughanymore,shewipedhertearsand

pointedatSame.

Tsala:WaitIcriedmyselftosleepbecauseofher?

(TurnedtoMarco)Her?Wow!

Shequicklygrabbedanautomaticairrefreshner

andMarcograbbedbothherhands.

Tsala:Ntogelewena(Letgoofme)



Marcotookitfromherandletgoofherhands.

Marco:JamasalelaagaSechabapapi(Youcan

haveSechaba'sleftovers)

Marco:Sameyouareaviolentpersonand..

Tsala:Violentkemmagowhoabandonedyouwhen

youwereanhourold,mareterra!

SheslammedthedooronherwayoutandSame

ranintoMarco'sarmscrying.

AtLentsweletau

"Whostolemymoney?"Kopoaskedfuriously

comingoutofherbedroom.

Kopo:Kesego!



ShewentintothekidsbedroomandKesegoorthe

babywerethereandneitherweretheirbelongings.

**

**Goodmorning
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Thesamedayalittlelater

Portiawalkedintotheirroomlaughingwithher

phone.ShelookedatTsalawhowassleepingon

herstomachwithapillowoverherhead."Babewe

willtalknehletmeattendsomething"shesaidand

hungup.



Portia:Tsala!

ShesaidshakingTsala.

Portia:Babe!

Tsala:Iamfine!

Portia:Noyouarenot,talktome.Ithoughtyou

wenttofixthingsphakela.

Tsala:..

Portia:Babe!

Tsala:..

Portiarubbedherbackthenshesatonherbed.

Portia:Lookheisnotworthit,stopstressing

yourselfabouthimokay.



Tsala:..

Portia:Justfocusonschoolandyourbaby,youwill

meettherightguy.

Tsalaraisedherheadandhereyeswereredand

swollenfromcrying.Shesniffedandcoveredher

eyesfromthelight.

Portia:Didyouattendanylesson?

Tsalashookherheadandclosedhereyes.

Tsala:Doyouhavepainkillersmyheadiskillingme.

Portiatookoutsomepillsandwenttogethera

glassofwater.

Tsala:Thanks!



Portia:Sure,didyouhavesomethingtoeat?

Tsala:Iamnothungry.

Portia:Okay,IhavetomeetwithBokawillyoube

okayonyourown?

Tsalaknodherhead.

Portia:Okaybabes.

AtMarco'sHouse

SameputallTsala'sbelongingsinaplasticthen

sheputitinthewaldrope.Shecontinuedcleaning

whenherphonerang.Shelookedattheunfamiliar

numberthenshepickedupanddidn'tsayanything.

Mpho:HelloSame!



Samerecognisedherlittlesister'svoice,shesmiled

andclearedherthroat.

Same:Heylittlesis,howareyou?

Mpho:Kantewhydoyoustressmamalikethis?

Same:I..

Mpho:Iwishyouwouldjustdiesothatweallforget

aboutyoumaybethemMamawillstart

acknowledgingourexistence.

Same:Aommahow.

Mpho:OtsenyaMamastressSameandIhateyou

forthat!

Sheclickedhertongueandhungup,Samewiped

hertearsandcalledbackthenumberbutitdidn'tgo

through.ShetriedagainwhenMamba'scallcame

through.

Same:MambaItoldyouIamdone.



Mamba:Whereismymoney?

Same:IwillmakesureIgiveyouyourmoneybefore

theendoftheweekbecause..

Mamba:DoyouknowhowmuchmoneyIam

loosingbecauseofyou?

Same:MambaI..

Mamba:NowIhavetocancelyourbookingsdoyou

knowhowmuchIhavelost?

Same:..

Mamba:Iwantmymoneybeforeendoftomorrow.

Hehunguponher.

Samescratchedherheadandcheckedherbank

bankbalanceandshehadonlyfourpointthree

thousandPula.Sherememberedshehadjust

boughtanexpensivewigandshoesthatshehad

notworn,ifshereturnedthemshewouldhavetotal

ofeightthousandPulatotopupwhatMarcowas



goingtohelpherwithbuthowwasshegoingto

findbuyersinsuchashorttime?

AtSerule

NkemiNnanaNkemi,NkemiMmabontlenkemi

MmaMoxandTutucheeredYamaasshetriedto

standupwithherbabychair.Shecheeredlouder

andshestoodupandliftedonelegthenshefell

downonherbutt.

MmaMox:Mathatawaphapha,youcan'tstandebile

youalreadywanttowalk.

Tutu:Mmewhatwouldyoudoifshestoodupright

nowandstartedrunningaround?

MmaMox:Haharunformylife.

YamacrawledtoMmaMox'sradiothatwasonthe

table.



MmaMox:Tutuputtheradioonthetreethisgirlwa

senya.

Tutustoodupandlookedatthetaxithatjustparked

bythegate.MmaMoxalsoturnedaroundanditwas

Kesegoholdingababy.

MmaMox:ThakanaaaboRrelekae!

ShestoodupandmeetKesegohalfwaytakingthe

babyfromher.

MmaMox:Didn'tIsayIwillsendacar?

Keaego:Icouldn'tstaythere.

MmaMoxcheckedthebabyandshewaspeacefully

sleeping.Kesegofollowedhertothehousewhere



sheputthebabydownandstartedmakingbedfor

bothmotherandbaby.

MmaMox:Ithoughtyousaidyourmotherwasfine

witheverything!

Kesego:..

MmaMox:Didyoutellyourmotheryouwere

cominghere?

Kesego:Shedoesn'tcare.

MmaMox:Whatdoyoumeanshedoesn'tcare,

everyonecaresabouttheirkids.

Kesego:Notmymother,youdon'tknowthat

woman.

MmaMoxlookedatbabyAratwaandmassagedher

nose.

MmaMox:Totawhydidn'tshetakeourbeautiful

nose?



TutucameinwiththerestofKesego'sthings

includingthebabybathset.

MmaMox:TutugowatchYamabeforeshegoes

intomygarden.(ToKesego)Iwillmakeyousoft

porridgeandteasothatyoucanfeedthisbaby

bonahelaOntselegabaandsheneedstobath,you

alsoneedtobathandrest.Anewmotherisnot

supposedtotravelsuchlongdistancesitting.

Shesaidgoingtothekitchen.

LaterthatEvening

Tsalasatonherbedgoingthroughthephotosin

hergalleryanddeletedMarco'sandtheonesshe

waswithMarco.Shewipedhertearsandlaiddown

goingthroughtheirconversations,shedeletedthen

onebyoneandcriedoutloud.



AtMarco'sHouse

"Fourtyseventhousand,fourtyeight,fourtynine,

fifty"SameandMarcofinishedcountingthemoney.

Marco:Allinthere!

Samejumpedonhimandhuggedhimtightly.

"Thankyousosomuchnoonehaseverdonethis

forme."shesaidandpulledback.

Same:HowcanIeverthankyou?

Marco:I..

Samekissedhim,hekissedherback,ontopofhim

sheremovedhertopthenthedoorbellrang.She

slowlygotoffMarcoandgrabbedhertop,Marco



gotupandwenttoopenthedoor.

Marco:Hey!

Tsala:Ihavecometogetmythings.

Marco:Oh,I..

SamecameoutofthebedroominMarco'st-shirt

andleanedagainstthedoorframewithherlegs

crossed.TsalalookedatherthenatMarco.

Same:Iputtheminaplasticandputitinthecloset.

Marcowenttogetthem.

Marco:Canwetalk?

Tsala:No!



Shepickeduptheplasticandleft.Marcowatched

assheclosedthedoorbehindher.Insteadofusing

thestairsTsalagotintheelevator,shethrewthe

plasticdown,shecoveredhermouthandsatdown

inthemiddleoftheelevatorcrying.

Ayearlater

**

**Goodnight
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Ayearlater

OnNewYear'sEvemorning



TsalafinishedbathingYamaandwrappedherina

towel.Sheputheronthebedandreachedforthe

babylotion.Tumiknockedonherdoorbeforehe

openedandpeekedinside.

Tumi:Hey,Johnisherereemekawena!

Tsala:Coming!

ShefinisheddressingYamaandtheywenttothe

sittingroom.TsalasatdownandYamawenttosit

onRraTumi'slap.Therewasalittlesilenceinthe

roomthenTumiclearedhisthroat.

Tumi:Iamtheonewhocalledthismeetingkana.

ReasonbeingthatRraTumiarehewantsto

remarry.

Noonesaidanything.



Tumi:WeastheolderkidsapartfromTsalameet

anddiscussedthis.Nooneofusopposestoyou

marrying.IthasbeentwoyearssinceOladypassed

awayandit'sfairthatyouwanttomoveon.

Mmoloki:Howeverwehaveafewrequestsand

questions.

Tumi:Firstwewanttoaskgorewhenyoumarry

whereareyouandyourwifegoingtostay?

RraTumi:ElegoreGakenaengbecausethisismy

homeand..

John:WhereisTsalagoingtostaywhenyoumove

inyournewfamily?

RraTumi:Tsalahasherroom,shewillcontinue

stayinginwhensheishome

Mmoloki:Withyournewwifeandkids?

Peter:Andyouandyournewwifewillbesleepingin

theroomthatyousharedwithourmother?



RraTumididn'trespond.

Tumi:LikeIsaidThaemawedon'thaveaproblem

withyougettingmarriednotatallbutwhatabout

Tsala?WhatifGodforbidyoudie,whathappens?

Jarataesallayourwife?WhatifshekicksoutTsala

andYamabecauseitwillbeheryard,herlawful

husband'syardwhichmakesithers.

RraTumi:SowhatdoyousuggestIdo,give

everythingtoTsala?

Mmoloki:YesyoucandothatIfsheagreesgore

youcancontinuestayinghereoryoucanmove,you

andyourwife.

Tsala:What,nohedoesn'thavetomove.(To

RraTumi)Youdon'thavetomove.

John:Thenwerequestthathesignseverythinginto

yournamejustincaseanythinghappenstoavoid

gorekamosoabostepmotheralwaareeverything

belongstoher.



TheyalllookedatRraTumiandhelaughedin

disbeliefshakinghishead.

RraTumi:YouthinkIwillbecontrolledbyyouguys,

Ibuiltthishome..

Tumi:ThisisOlady'splotkanarememberyousold

yourka1996when..

Mmoloki:Tumi..

Tumi:No,hecantakehishouseandleavethen,he

willseewhereheputsit.

Peter:Tumi,wedidn'tcomeheretofight!

Tumicalmeddown.

RraTumi:Iamnotsigninganythingtoanyoneand..I

amnotgoingtobetoldwhattodobykidsthatI

broughtintothisworld.



HeputYamadownandstormedoutsidethenthey

heardhiscarleave.

Tumi:NakonngweIamgoingtopunchthatman.

Mmoloki:Itoldyouguyshewasnotgoingtoagree.

John:Remosenyabygivinghimmoney,lethim

leaveoffchurchofferingshela.

Peter:WaiwhenIusedtogotochurchtheymade

boseventysixpulaeverySunday.

John:Hewilllivebybreadalone.

Theyalllaughed.

Tsala:Butguys,IunderstandyouandIappreciate

youguysalotbutitsnotlikeIwillbestayinghere

akere,they..

Tumi:Whatweareworriedaboutiswhatwill

happentoyouifanythinghappenstohim?Areyou

goingtorentinMaunbecauseyourstepmother



inheritedyourhouse?

Tsalakeptquiet.

Mmoloki:Wearesaying"giveTsalawhatishers

andcontinuelivinginthishouse,thatwayweare

suregoreifanythinghappensthishousewillbe

yours."Jaanongyourfatherisstubbornakere.

Tumi:Wearenotkickinghimout.

John:Nnakarelet'sstopsupportingthemanhe

willeathisstubbornness.

HisphonerangandhesmiledshowingPeterwhoit

wasandtheyfistbumped.

Tumi:Whoishe,Ialsowanttosee.

HesaidfollowingJohnoutside.Mmolokipickedup



Yamaandkissedher.

Mmoloki:Mmaofit!

Tsala:Yoomaabaneshewantedmetocarryherall

thewayfromthetuckshoptohere.Whenwearrived

itwaslikeIhadbeencarryingtwobagsofpotatoes.

Mmoloki:Haha!ShehasMama'sbeautifuleyes.

Tsala:Ialwaysthoughtshelookslikeherfatherbut

sometimeskebonaMamahela.

Mmoloki:Akere!Okaeherfather?

Tsala:Heythatdeadbeat,Idon'tknowifheisin

MaunorSerule.

Mmoloki:Okay!

Mmoloki'sphonerangandhesmiledwalking

outside.Tsalafollowedhimcarryingherdaughter.

YamacriedasJohn'scarleft.



Tsala:BathongYamadoesyourfatherhaveacar?

Tumiwalkedovertothem.

Tumi:Don'tforgettonight!

Tsala:Comepickmeupkabosix.

Tumi:Okay!

HekissedYamaandalsoleft.

AtMmaMox'sHouse

MmaMoxlaidunderthetreeonamattressasthe

coldbreezebrushedherskinlisteningtoMoxand

Kesegoarguinginthehouse.

Kesego:Youdon'tgivemeattentionMoemediever

sincewecamehereyouhavebeengoingoutevery



night,intheafternoonyougowatchsoccerwith

yourfriendsorgodrinking.

Mox:Ialwaystellyoutocomeandyourefuse.

Kesego:YouknowIcan'tcomekangwana.Youare

notgoingtoMaun.

Shesaidtakingouthisclothesfromhisbagand

threwthemaroundtheroom.

Kesego:IfyouaregoingtakeRatiwithyouthen.I

didn'tmakethisbabyaloneIcan'tbetakingcareof

heralone.

Moxpickeduphisclothesandputtheminthebag

again."KareyouarenotgoingtoMaunMoemedi,if

youtoldTsalayouweregoingtoseeherinMaun

tellherchangeofplans"shesaidthrowingthe

shoesoutofthebagandithitaglassthatwason

thetable,itfelldownbreaking.



"Gatwewhat'shappeninginthathouse"MmaMox

stoodupandwenttoknockonthedoor.

MmaMox:What'sgoingon?

Kesego:(Crying)Moxisnottreatingmewell,I..

Mox:HeennakanaGakeaikgolegahavingababy

withher.IfIwanttogotoMaunIamgoing.

MmaMox:Oikgolegile,ifyouaregoingtoMaun

takeherandyourchildwith.

Mox:...

MmaMox:GrowupMoemedi,akeremonthsago

yousaidyouwanttomarry,showKesegothatyou

areamanshecandependonaftermarriage.Stop

actinglikealittleboyyouhavetwokids,two!

Sheraisedtwofingers.

MmaMox:Twochildrenandyouarenotgoingto

Maun!Iwilltellyourbrothernottogiveyouhiskeys.



Shesaidleaving,Moxgrabbedhiswindbreakerand

stormedout.Kesegosatonthebedandcuppedher

face.

LaterthatEvening

Mmolokicameoutofthehousewithabowlfullof

meatandwenttothebraaistandwhereTumiand

Peterwerealreadybraainsomemeat.

Tumi:Ihopethat'sthelastofit.

Mmoloki:Kantemmewhysomuchmeat?

Tumi:JohnarethegirlattheButchercaughthis

eyesoheendedupbuyingmoremeatwantingto

impressher.

Theyalllaughed.



Peter:Thenheleftustodoallthework,whereishe?

TheyalllookedaroundandJohnwasnotinsight.

Tsalasatbythelittlekidsswimmingpool

monitoringthekidsastheyswam.Herphonerang

andshesmiledpickingup.

Tsala:Hi!

Lebone:Hey!

Tsala:Youarestillcomingakere?

Lebone:Itgivesmethechillstothinkgoreyouhave

fourbrothers.

Tsala:Hahaharelaxtheyarecoolpeople,youare

coming?

Lebone:Okay!

Tsala:HangupmothokeyoObatagonkgolega.



SheputthephonedownandtookoutYamafrom

thepool.

Tsala:YamaItoldyounottodothat.

Shesaidtakingheroutandwrappedherinapink

towel.

Inthehouse

Tumiwalkedintotheladiesmakingsaladsand

papa,hetookouthisbeerfromthefridgeandstood

bythedoorlookingatBeth.

Tumi:Babewee,canyouhelpmewithsomethingin

thebedroom.

Beth:Okay!



Shewashedherhandsandfollowedhimtothe

bedroom.Tumiclosedthedoorandkissedher

pinningheragainstthewall

Beth:Whatdidyouwant..

Tumi:Iwantedtokissyouakere!

Bethgiggledandwrappedherarmsaroundhim

thenshekissedhimback.

Inthekitchen

Mmolokiwentinsideandfoundhisgirlfriendalone

cooking.

Mmoloki:Hey,whereisBeth?

Ruth:ShewenttohelpTumiwithsomethinginthe



bedroom.

Mmoloki:Hahaha,youwanttohelpmewith

somethingintheotherbedroom?

Ruth:What?

Mmoloki:Whatdoyouthinktheywenttohelpeach

otherwith?

Ruth:Youmean...They...

Theybothlaughed,TumiandBethcameinandthey

stoppedlaughing.

Beth:IthinkthePahalecheisreadynowIam

starving.Letmedishforthekidsfirst.

MmolokiandRuthlookedateachotherand

laughed.

ThesameeveningatSerule



Kesegosatoutsideonthestooplookingatthegate.

ShetookadeepbreathanddialedMox'snumber

butitrangunanswered.MmaMoxcamefromher

housedressedinherChurchuniform.

MmaMox:Youaregoingtobeboredalonekana,

let'sgo.

Kesego:Aaah,Ididn'tbringanylongskirtsordress.

MmaMox:Ketagoadimasetengheareye.

Kesego:Okay!

KesegowentinsidetowearaskirtwhileMmaMox

wenttogetherasetenghe.Shetooktwoboxesof

milkablanketandadiaper,puttheminthebagand

theyleft.

AtTumi'shouse



LebonehelpedTsalataketheplatesinsidethe

house.

Tsala:Itoldyoumybrothersaregoodpeople.

Lebone:Yeah!

Tsala:Areyouhavingagoodtime?

Lebone:Yes,butIcan'twaittogetmymidnightkiss.

Tsala:Oryoucangetitnow!

Shesaidpullinghimintoher,shesteppedonher

toesandkissedhim.Theyhadonlybeentalkingfor

weeksandshewasfallingfortheguy.Shepulled

backandtheywentoutsidewhereeveryonewas.

Tumi:Beforetheyearendslet'stalkaboutwhatwe

aregreatfullforthisyear.

Mmoloki:Okayletmestart.Iamgreatfullforthis

lady.



HesaidKissingRuth.

Mmoloki:Iloveyou!

Ruth:Iloveyoumore!

Tsala:Myturn.IamgreatfulforMmaMox,youguys,

dad,Beth.I..Youguysmakemylifesoeasyandto

behonestIdon'tknowwhereIwouldbewithout

youguys.

Beth:Awww!

ShehuggedTsalathenJohnpulledheraside.

Tsala:Yeah!

John:ThereissomethingIhavebeenmeaningto

tellyou.

Tsala:What.

John:Don'tbemad.



Tsala:Whatisit?

John:SoacoupleofmonthsbackIbumpedinto

SamekoGabsandweexchangednumbers.We..

Wehavebeentalkingandthingsarebecominga

littleseriousbetweenus.

Tsala:SamehelathatIknow?

John:Yes,Iknowyouguysarenotfriendsanymore

and..

Tsala:Youcandobetter.

John:LookI..

Tsala:Therearedecentgirlsouttherewhywould

youchoosethatlooseone?

Johnsteppedbackandclearedhisthroat.

John:Iwasnotaskingforyourapprovalrather

tellingyouthisbecauseIinvitedhertolunch

tomorrow.



**

**

**Goodmorning
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Tsala:Therearedecentgirlsouttherewhywould

youchoosethatlooseone?

Johnsteppedbackandclearedhisthroat.

John:Iwasnotaskingforyourapprovalrather

tellingyouthisbecauseIinvitedhertolunch

tomorrow.

Tsala:WellthenIhopeyoudon'texpectmetobe



nicetoher.IfshedaresaysanythingtomeIwill

humiliateher.

Shesaidandwalkedawaytowhereeveryonewas.

AtDitshego'shouse

Samesatonthestooplookingupatthegreysky.

Shetookadeepbreaththenshewentinsidethe

housewherehermotherandlittlesisterswere.She

satdownandwatchedTV.

Lebo:Mamadoyouknowthatitisalreadyanew

yearinChina.

Ditshego:Ao?

Lebo:Yesebile..

Same'sphonerangandsheexcusedherselfgoing



outside.

Same:Hey!

John:Everyoneiswiththeirpartnerkennahela.

Same:Hahaha!

John:Theemmaallowmetocomegetyou,Iwill

bringyouafterwewelcomethenewyear.

Same:JohnI..

John:Iwillaskforpermissionfromyourmumthen,

IpromiseIwillbringyoubacksafe.

Same:Okayfinebutitsthirtyminutesbeforethe

newyear.

John:Iamonmyway!

HehungupandwhisperedsomethingtoPeter

beforehegotinhiscar.

MeanwhileSamewentinsidethehouseandsat



down,sherubbedherhandstogether.

Same:MamacanIgooutwithafriend,arehewill

bringmeanhourafterNewyear.

Ditshego:Friendkemanghedoesn'thaveaname?

Same:It'sJohn,Tsala'sfriend.

Ditshego:Thenhebettercomeherekemmone

beforeIcanallowyoutogowithhim.

Same:Okay!

Shesaidexcitedandwenttothebedroomto

change.

MeanwhileinSerule

Kesegoputherhandstogetherwithhereyesclosed

praying.Shelookedupwithtearsrollingdownher

cheeks,sheraisedherhandsandstartedsinging.



Shecheckedthetimeinherphoneanditwas

quartertotwelve.

AtDitshego'sHouse

SamepulledtheseatbeltandturnedtoJohnwho

wasreversingoutoftheyard.

John:Iwasscaredgoreyourmumwasgoingto

refuse.

Same:Lenna!

John:Wareng?

Hesaidtouchingherhand,Samesmiledandput

herhandontopofhis.

John:KanaIhavealwayshadacrushonyou

waitse!



Same:Don'tlie.

John:Noserious,Irememberlebalaformfour

whenyouusedtocomesleepatourhouse.I

alwayswantedtotalktoyoubutafraidthatyou

wouldtellTsalaandshewilltellmymum,youknow

gorewaphaphaakere!

Same:Hahaha,maybeatthetimeIwouldhavetold

herbutIamolderandwisernow.

John:Goodgirl.

AtTumi'shouse

LebonecarriedYamawhohadfellasleeptothe

house,Tsalalaidherwiththeotherkidsandfixed

themosquitonet.

"Five,four,three,two,one,happynewyear"

everyoneshoutedoutsideandtherewerefireworks.

LebonepickedupTsalaandpinnedheragainstthe

wallkissingher.



Lebone:HappyNewyear.

OutsideTumikissedBethandpickedherup,

MmolokikissedRuthandJohnwalkedinholding

Same'shand,hekissedherwhilePetersatdown

sippingonhisbeer."HappyNewyearbro"Mmoloki

andTumishoulderbumped.TsalaandLebone

camefromthehouse.

Tsala:HappyNewyear!

ShesaidhuggingBeththenshehuggedRuth.She

skippedSameandhuggedJohn.

Tsala:HappyNewyearbro!Iloveyou!

John:Iloveyoumore!



Herphonerangandsheexcusedherself.

Tsala:HappyNewyear.

Portia:(Screaming)HappyNewyearbabe!

Tsala:Hahahah!

Portiahungupandjustassheturnedshealmost

bumpedheadswithSame.Shesteppedaside.

Same:HappyNewyearTsala!

Tsala:Mmmh!

Same:Canwetalk?

Tsala:Ihavenothingtosaytoyou.

Same:WellIhavesomethingIhavetosay.

Tsalafoldedherarmswithanattitudeandlookedat

her.



Same:YouandIhavedoneeachotherbad,wehave

said..

Tsala:Ihaveneverdoneyoubad.AllIeverwas,

wasagoodfriendandwena?Youbetrayedmytrust

sendingMoxourprivateconversations.Youposted

mypersonallifeonFacebookand..

Same:Doyouknowhowitsliketobecalled

damaged,TsalaIdidn'tchoosetoberapedandyou

callmethateverychanceyouget,youareawoman,

amotherand..

Tsala:Whoknowsifitwasrape,thewayyoulike

otherpeople'smenIamstartingtowonderif

Sechabareallyrapedyouoryou..

Sameslappedherhardonthecheekbeforeshe

finishedhersentence.Tsalascreamedtouching

hercheek.

Tsala:Areyoufightingme?



Same:Yes,saythatagain,sayIamdamagedgood

andthatIchoosetoberaped.

Tsala:Youaredamagedgoodand..

Sameslappedheragain,Tsalajumpedonherand

bitherneck,theyfelldownandstartedwrestling

eachother.

Tsala:Damagedgoods..

Samepunchedhernosethenshestoodup.

Same:Icamehereforpeacebutyouknowwhat

fu**you.

Tsalagotuptouchinghermouthandshewas

bleeding.



Tsala:Damagedgoods!Selose!

Samewalkedtowhereeveryonewasdusting

herself.

John:Andthenwena!

Same:(Crying)Takemehome!

John:Same!

TheyalllookedatTsalawhowasalsodusting

herselfandhadableedingnose.

Same:Pleasetakemehome!

JohnheldSame'shandandtheyleft.

Mmoloki:Andthen?



Tsalaswallowedhardandlookeddownather

bloodytop,shewenttothebathroomandwashed

herface.

Inthecar.

JohngaveSameatissueandsheputitonherneck

whereTsalabither.

John:Warewhathappened?

Same:JohnIamnotgoingtohaveTsaladisrespect

me.

John:Tellmewhathappened,whydidyoufight?

Same:...

John:Same?

Same:Justtakemehomeplease!



BackatTumi'shouse

BethgaveTsalahertopandshechangedintoit.

Beth:Areyouokay?

Tsala:Iamfine.

Beth:Whathappened?

Tsala:...

Beth:Ithoughtyouguyswerefriends.

Tsala:Iamnotfriendswiththatgirlanymore.

Beth:Whathappened?

Sheremovedtherolledtoiletpaperfromhernose

andwenttothebathroom.Bethshookherheadand

stoodup.

OutsideLebonewalkedafewmeterstowardsthe

gatetalkingtothephone.



Lebone:HappyNewyearbabe,noIamsleeping,

justwokeuptowishyouahappynewyear.
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OutsideLebonewalkedafewmeterstowardsthe

gatetalkingtothephone.



Lebone:HappyNewyearbabe,noIamsleeping,

justwokeuptowishyouahappynewyear.

Tsalawalkeduptohimandhekissedherwhilestill

talkingtothephone.

Lebone:Okaynobye!

HehungupandturnedtoTsala!

Lebone:Youarenotgoingtotellmewhathappened?

Tsala:SheattackedmewabonaakereIamtheone

bleeding.

Lebone:Soshejustattackedyou?

Tsala:She..

Johnbrightenedonthem.Tsalaswallowedhard



andlookedatthecarasherbrothersteppedout.

Tsala:JohnItoldyoushe..

John:Stayawayfromme.

Tsala:John!

Johnstormedintotheyardandshefollowedhim.

Tsala:Iamsuresheliedakere,she..

John:Tsalajuststayawayfrommeplease.

Tumi:Whathappened?

John:Iamgoingtogohomenow,seeyoulater

akere!

Tumi:Sure!

Johngothisbeersandsomemeatthenheleft.

Tsalaranafterhimcrying.



Tsala:John!DidshesayIstarteditbecauseIdidn't,

she..

Johngotinhiscaranddroveaway.Tsalasniffed

andwipedhertears.

Peter:Whatreallyhappened?

Tsala:Idon'tknowwhatshesaidtoJohnbutIam

sureitwasalie.

Peterhuggedherandtheywentbackinside.

AlittlelaterthatMorning

Tsalaputatrayofteaonthetableandwenttoget

bread.



RraTumi:Thankyou!

ShesatdownandtriedJohn'snumberbuthestill

didn'tpickup.

RraTumi:WhereisMasa?

Tsala:SheisatTumi'shouseshewassleeping

whenIcamehome.

RraTumi:Eheee.Tellme!

HesippedhisteaandlookedatTsala.

RraTumi:BecauseyourefusedtomarryIssack

whatisyourplaninlife?

Tsala:What,mynewyearresolutions?

RraTumi:Noyourplaninlifehela,whatdoyouwant

forTsala?

Tsala:Ijustwanttofinishschool,getajobandtake



careofmybaby.

RraTumi:Youhavenoplansofgettingmarriedand

settlingdown?

Tsala:Onedayyes!

RraTumiknodhisheadandcontinueddrinkinghis

tea.

RraTumi:Ihopeonedayyoudon'twakeuptoregret

yourdecisions,allalonebannabanyetsebasadiba

bonethattheymeetintheiryouth.

Tsala:...

RraTumi:Canyougetmemorebreadplease!

AtMmaMox'shouse

Kesegoemptiedherbagonthebedandcounted

everythebeshehadbutitwasn'teventwohundred



pulatotakeherbackhome.Shetookadeepbreath

andcoveredherfaceontheedgeofcrying.She

wastiredandangry,shegrabbedherphoneand

dialedMox'snumberandhisphonerangoutside.

Kesegowenttoopenthedoorandlookedathim.

Mox:Hi,happynewyear!

Kesego:Icometoyourhouseandyouleaveme

aloneOyabojalweng.

Mox:Iamsorry!

Kesegomadespaceforhimandhewentinsidethe

house.Hethrewhimselfonthebedandbreathed

outloud.

Kesego:SothisiswhatIalmostmarried?

Mox:...

Kesego:IndeedIservealivingGod.

Mox:Yourproblemisyoudon'twantmetoactmy



age,youwantmetoalwaysbewithyoulookinginto

youreyes.No!

Kesego:IwantyoutogivemeattentionMoemedi

evenifitsfortwentyminuteshelabutyoudon'tyou

arealwaysoutoronyourphone.Idon'tknow

peoplehereyouaretheonlypersonIknowandyou

knowgoreGakekakekajadikgangwithyourmum.

Mox:..

Kesego:Iamnotsayingdon'tgoout,allIaskisthat

yougivemejusttenminutesofyourtime.Mox

whenwasthelasttimeyoukissedmehela,Imean

justakissnotbecausewewerehavingse*?

Moxstoodup.

Mox:Youwantakissbabe?

Kesego:Iamseriouskanawhen...

Moxkissesherandshepulledbackherhead.



Kesego:MoxI..

Mox:WhoisMoxkennaBabe!

Kesego:Hahaha!Gobrushyourteethyousmell

horrible.

Mox:Iloveyouokay?

Kesego:Stopsayingitshowme!

Mox:LetmebathandshowyoujusthowmuchI

loveyouthen.

AtDitshego'shouse

SamewalkedtoJohn'scarthatwasparkedacross

theroad.Shestoodbythewindowandfoldedher

arms.Johnrolleddownthewindow.

John:Pleasegetinside.

Same:Ican'tstaylongIamcooking.



John:Twominutesee!

Samegotinthecarandclosedthedoor.

John:Happynewyear.

Same:Thanks!

John:SameIreallyreallylikeyou.

Same:Metoo!

John:Tellmewhathappenedthismorning.

Same:LookIamgoingtoadmit,Ididthingsto

Tsalaandsodidshe,thismorningIwantedtoask

forforgivenessbutyouknowwhatshedid,she

startedinsultingmeandcallingmedamagedgoods

becausemystepfatherrap**mewhenIwasyoung.

John:Shewhat?

Same:(Crying)Thatwasnotthefirsttimeorthe

second,Itoldhertostopandshedidn'tsoIslapped

her.



John:Youshouldhaveslappedheronthebig

mouth.Whomakesfunofpeoplewhowentthrough

that?

Same:Tsalaisyoursisterand..

John:Andshewaswronghereokay.Youshould

havebeatherthata,youdidnothing.

Same:..

John:Mxm!

Same:Yeahthat'sthestory.

John:Youknowwhat,let'snotgototheirlunch,

let'sgosomewhere,justyouandme.

Same:Really?

John:Yes!Don'tsayno!

Same:Okay!UmJohn!

John:Yeah!

Same:Ireallyreallylikeyoutoo.

Hesmiledandleanedoverkissingher.



John:Ifyouwerenotscaredofyourmumwewould

gotothisotherranchit'sjustthirtykilometersfrom

Maun,theydohorseriding,theriverisnotfarand

havetentedaccommodationandit'scheap,justfor

twonights.

Same:Akere,trymymummaybeshewon'tsayno.

John:HahaiyooIamscared.

Same:Okayfinelet'sgotogether.

John:Now?

Same:Yesnow!

JohndrovetoDitshego'shouse..

LaterthatAfternoon

Tsalawalkedoutofthehousewiththesaladsand

putthemonthetable,Yamacamecryingbehindher.



Tsala:Aaahwena!

Shepickedherup.

Tsala:KeipotsagoreechaalengOyeSeruleIam

tirednna!

Tumi:Whyisshecrying?

Tsala:Shewantsmetopickherup.

Tumi:Giveherlovemma!

Tsala:BythetimeshegoestoSeruleIwillbe

sufferingfrombackpains.

Tumitookouthisphonefromhispocketandread

John'stext.

Tumi:Johnareheisnotcoming!

Tsala:Oooh!



ShewenttothehousedialingJohn.

John:Hello!

Tsala:Hi,gatweyouarenotcomingtolunch?

John:Yes!

Tsala:Becauseofme?

John:YesTsalabecauseofyou!Kanayouwantme

tobringSameforroundtwo?

Tsala:IamsorryI..pleaseforgivemeI..

John:Iamnotthepersonyouaresupposedtobe

askingforforgivenessfrom.

Tsala:Didshetellyousheslappedmefirst?

John:Yes,wenawhatdidyousaytoher?

Tsala:..

John:ifyouwantmyforgivenessapologiseto

Same.

Tsala:Dowhat?



John:ApologisetoSameandyoubettermeanit,we

willbethereinthirtyminutes.
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John:ifyouwantmyforgivenessapologiseto

Same.

Tsala:Dowhat?



John:ApologisetoSameandyoubettermeanit,we

willbethereinthirtyminutes.

TsalahungupandputYamaonthekitchencounter.

Sheexhaledheavilyandlookedatherbaby.

Tsala:IhateSame!

ShetookYama'sbottlefromontopofthe

microwaveandwenttolayheronthesofa,Yama

silentlydrankhermilkwhilekickingher.

Tsala:StopitYama.

Yamacontinuedkickingherandshemoved.Beth

cameintakingoffherapron.

Beth:Yourdadisherewecangoeat.



Tsala:Coming.

Beth:Youshouldn'thavegivenhermilkbeforeshe

ate,sheisnotgoingtoeat.

Tsala'sphoneranganditwasMmaMox.

Tsala:Hello!

MmaMox:HappyNewyear.

Tsala:HappyNewyearIwasgoingtocallbutwas

busywithcooking.

MmaMox:LeObonengwaga?(Didyouseethenew

year?)

Tsala:Eemma,you?

MmaMox:YesIwasatchurch.OkaeMontlenyane?

Tsala:Sheisherekickingmedrinkinghermilk!

MmaMox:Didshehavesoftporridge?

Tsala:Yes!

MmaMox:Good,whenyouwakeupcookingsoft



porridgeforthebabyisthefirstthingyoudo.Let

metalktoher!

TsalaputonloudspeakerandputonYama'sear.

Tsala:Yama,Mama!

Yama:Mama!

MmaMox:Ngwanakebathong,happynewyear.

Yama:Happy!

MmaMox:Hahahaha..

Yama:Mama...(Spokeinbabylanguage)

MmaMox:Eengwanaka,Gagonayokemoromang

kanagaoyo(Thereisnoonetosendaroundnow

thatyouarenothere)

Yama:Hahahabathong!

MmaMox:Eemmamothoyokanawhensheis

aroundIjustsitandorderheraroundevennext

doortoMmaOfi.



Tsala:Haha!

MmaMox:Whenareyoucoming?

Tsala:Kadifour.

MmaMox:Okay,herChristmasdressiswaiting.

Tsala:Iactuallywanttodiscusssomethingwith

you.

MmaMox:Ihopeyouarenotthinkingoftakingmy

baby!Weagreedgore..

Tsala:No,no..Iwasthinkingmaybeshecanstart

kindergartenthisyearsothatshelearnshowto

countandotherthings,totait'simportantthatshe

startsearlybutwewilldiscusswhenIcome.

MmaMox:Okaymygirl,Iheardteacherskwanoall

theydoisteachkidshowtocountuptotenandeat

theirsnacks.

Tsala:Hahahahahaha!

MmaMox:LegalennaIwon'tpayschoolfees

withoutresults.

Tsala:Hahaeemma.



MmaMox:Nnyabyengwanaka.

Shehungupsmiling.Moxcameinthesittingroom

andgreetedher.

MmaMox:Dumelarra!

Moxwentintothekitchenthencameout.

MmaMox:SithereIwanttotalktoyou!

Moxsatdownandlookedathismother.

MmaMox:Idon'tlikewhatyouaredoingtoKesego.

Sheknowsnoonehereonlyyouandthemwena

whobroughtherhereyouleaveheraloneandsleep

out.

Mox:Icamehomemaabanearoundbotenandno



onewashomeandalldoorswerelocked.

MmaMox:Iamnotonlytalkingaboutyesterday,

eversinceyoucame.Whydon'tyoutakeher

whereveryougo?

Mox:..

MmaMox:Ifyougetanyonepregnantthen.

Mox:Iwon'tgetanyonepregnant.

MmaMox:Good,IknowgoreTsalaisgoingto

strugglealonekaYamanowthatsheistakingher

toschool.

Mox:TsalaistakingYama?

MmaMox:Beafatherhelaandpayforatleast

transportbecauseyoneitisnotexpensive.

Mox:ElegorehowdoesTsalamakesuchbig

decisionsaboutourchildkesaitse?

Hestoodupandwentoutsidedialingher.



AtTumi'shouse

Tumi:Ithoughtyousaidyouwerenotcoming.

John:Justcametogetthefood.Youhave

takeawayplates?

Bethstoodupandwenttogettwotakeawayplates

fromthehouseanddishedforthemboth.

John:Thanks,seeyouguyskaSaturday.

HewalkedtothecarandTsalafollowedhim.She

putherphoneonsilentasMoxkeptcalling.

Tsala:Hi.

John:Hey!

Shetookadeepbreathandwalkedovertothe



passengersidewhereSamewas.

Tsala:Canwetalk?

Same:Iamlistening.

Tsala:Iapologiseformybehaviorlastnight,Iwas

outofline.Disrespectingyouasmybrother'sguest

alsomeantIdisrespectedhim.Pleaseforgiveme.

Same:..

Tsala:Iamsorry!

Same:Youaresorrythatyoudisrespectedmeas

yourbrother'sguest,notsorryforthethingsyou

saidtome?

Tsalabitherlowerlipandtookadeepbreath.

Tsala:Iamsorryforwhatisaidtoyou.

Same:Youareawomanandamotherofagirlchild.

Noonechoosestoberaped,nexttimeyoucall



someonedamagedgoodsthinkofitwassomeone

closetoyouorwenaself.

Tsala:..

Same:IhopeyoubecomeabetterpersonTsalafor

thesakeofyourdaughter.Awomandoesn'tlaugh

atanotherwoman.Setswangsare..

Tsalalookedawayandrolledhereyesandbither

tongue.

Same:Idon'tknowgorennaifIlaughatthefact

thatyouareasinglemotherwillyoufinditfunny?

Tsala:(ClenchedherJaws)No!

Same:Good,youarebetterthanthis,Idon'tknow

whyyoubehavelikepeoplewhogrewupmodi

depotwhenyouwerebroughtupunderthewordof

Godbylovingparents.Iforgiveyou.

Tsala:Thanks!HappyNewyear.

Same:HappyNewyear.



Tsalawalkedbackintotheyard.Johnsmiledat

Sameandheldherhand.

John:Youcool?

Same:Yeah!

Tsalawalkedtothehouserollinghereyes.Her

phonerangagainandshepickedup.

Tsala:Moemedi!

Mox:Yamaistooyoungforschoollegoneyou

decidetotakengwanawithoutconsultingmeasher

father.

Tsala:(Snapped)Yeeeyyeeeyyeeeynottoday

MoemedinottodaytrymetomorrowIamannoyed

enough.



DaysLater....
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DaysLater....

TsalaandLebonewalkedaroundtheshopbythe

children'suniformsection.Lebonewalkedbehind

hertypingonhisphone,Tsalapickedupthe

smallestshoessizeshecouldfindbuttheywere

stillbig.



Tsala:MaybeIshouldjustbuyherblackpumps

becauseIcan'tfindhersize.

SheturnedtoLebone.

Tsala:What'sonyourphone,youhavebeen

occupied.

Lebone:NoIwastalkingtomysister.

Tsala:Ehe!

Lebone:Whatwereyousaying?

Heaskedputtinghisphonebackinhispocketthen

hepickedupapairofshoes.

Lebone:Iamsurethesewillfit.

Tsala:Notheyarebig.



Shewalkedaroundtheshopthenendedupbuying

pumpsandafewthingsthentheyleft.Theywent

intotherestaurantandLebonechoosetheback

tableforthem.

Lebone:Soyouareleavingwiththemorningbus?

Tsala:NoMmolokiisgoingbacktoThebephatswa

soheisgivingusalift.

Lebone:GreatbecauseIwillbejealousifyouslept

koSerule.

Tsala:Hahahajealousofwhat,MoxandIarenow

brotherandsister.

Lebone:Ihopeitsthatway!

Tsala:Baberelaxokay,youhavenothingtoworry

about.

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhetookouthis

cardandgaveher.



Lebone:Ifyoueverwakeupmissingmeyoucan

evenbookaflight.

Tsala:What?

Lebone:Itakecareofmywomen.

Tsala:No,Leboneyou..

Lebone:Icanaffordtospoilyoudon'tworry.

Tsala:No,ifIeverwakeupmissingyouIwillcall

youandyouwillsendmemoneyfortransportifI

don'thaveit.

Lebone:Thatcardisyours.

Tsala:Babe!Ifeellikeagolddigger.

Lebone:Hahahawellyouarenot.Thereisn'tmuch

inthere,youwillgetmonthlyallowanceofonepoint

fiveandtravelingallowanceyatwothousandevery

month.

Tsalalookedathimcarefully.



Tsala:YouarejustaVetIcan'texpectyouto..

Lebone:AVetinmyownVetClinic.

Tsala:What?

Lebone:Canthatnotbeathingplease.Lookafter

graduationmydadpassedawayandIdecidedto

openmyownvetclinicwithmyinheritance.

Tsala:Wise!

Lebone:Canwedropitnowplease,takethecard.

Tsala:Okay..Iamgoingthisevening.

Lebone:Iamgoingtomissyou.

Tsala:Isthatallyouhavetosay?

Lebone:Iloveyou!

Tsalasippedonherdrink.

Tsala:Okay!

Lebone:DidIsaysomethingwrong?



Tsala:SoIamgoingtogojustlikethat,Ihavenever

beentoyourhousekana.WhatifIwakeupphakela

missingyou,whereamIgoingtogobecauseIdon't

knowyourhouse.

Lebone:Hahaha!LookTsalaIreallyreallylikeyou,I

amInloveactuallyandIdon'twanttomessupby

rushingintoanything.

Tsala:Nowearenotrushing,Iwantthis.

Lebone:Youdo?

Tsala:Yes!

Leboneraisedhishandandpaidforthecocktails,

heheldTsala'shandgoingtohiscaranddroveto

hisplace.

LaterthatEvening

SameandJohnlaidonthebednaked,Johntraced

hishandsonSame'sstomachgoingdowntoher



nunu,hecircledhisfingeronherlittlepublichair

andkissedher.

Same:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

John:ThatIdon'twantyoutogoback.

Same:Hahahaha!Iamnotgoingbackforeverakere.

John:Iknow,thepastfewdaysmademeforget

aboutmylifeproblems.Youmademeforgetabou

them.

Samesmiledandgotoutofbed,Johnwatchedher

assheswungherhipsgoingtothebathroom,she

camebackandstoodbythedoor.Shehasthemost

beautifulbody,ifshewastallershewouldhave

qualifiedtobealingeriemodel.

Same:ImustsayIamimpressedthatyouhave

yourownhouseattwentyseven.

John:Mydaddidn'tallowustostayhomeforayear

aftergraduation.Iwasluckyenoughtofindagood

jobrightaftergraduation,mymumhelpedmebuy



thisplotandbuildthisbachelorpadwithingayear

andhalfofmeworking.

Same:Wow!

John:Ihatedherfortakingallmymoneyevery

monthbutshewasactuallyhelpingme.

Same:Ilovedyourmum!

Shesaidsittingdownonthebed,Johngotontopof

herandkissedher"NnaIloveyou"hesaidintoher

mouth.Samegiggedasheopenedherlegsand

madelovetoher.

AtLebone'shouse

BothTsalaandLebonebreathedoutheavilylooking

attheceiling.Tsalasmiledalone,themansure

knewwhathewasdoing.

Lebone:Water?



Tsala:Mmmh!

Shewatchedhimgetoutofbedandlookedathis

butt,hewassexyevenfrombehind.Hewenttothe

bathroomtoremovethecondomthenwenttothe

kitchenandcamebackwithaglassofwater,Tsala

lookedathisstillerectd***pointingatherlikea

gunabouttoshoot.Hegavehertheglassofwater

andshetookasip.Hetookherhandandmadehim

touchhisba***.

Lebone:Areyoutiredorweshouldgoagain?

Sameputtheglassonthesidedrawerandgotup,

shetiedherbraidsbehindandgotontopofhim.

AtJohn'shouse

JohnpickedupSame'sringingphoneandopened



thebathroomdoor.

John:BabeMarcowascalling.

"Iwillcallhimback"shesaidwipingherfaceand

thenthephonerangagain.

John:Ohheiscallingagain!

Hepickeduponherbehalfandashewasaboutto

handherthephoneSamequicklygotupand

snatchedthephonefromhishandanditfellinthe

water.

John:WhatthefuckIwas..

Same:(Snapped)Youshouldn'thavedonethat

okay..I..I..MarcoisaguyfromclassandI

borrowedhismoneytocomehomemalobasoIam

sureheiscallingforhismoneybackandIdon't



haveit.

John:Osurebecauseyoualmostkilledmefor

pickinguphiscall.

Same:Yeah,I..Don'tworryaboutitIwillmakea

planforhim.

John:Babe,youshouldhavetoldme,howmuchdo

youowehim?

Same:Huh,umtwohundredpula.

John:Allthisdramafortwohundred.

Hewenttogethisphone.

John:Givemehisnumber.

Same:Idon'tknowitbyhead,justtransfertomeI

willtransfertohim.

Shesaidpickingupherphonefromthewater.



John:Idon'tthinkricewillfixthat!

2YearsLater...

**

**

**Goodmorning
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2YearsLater...

InBoraBoraIsland



Inawhitemaxidress,brownsandalsthatmatched

herbigstrawhatandhandbagTsalaheldLebone's

handsfollowingtheIslandguidetotheiroverwater

bungalow.

Tsala:OhMyGodIneverknewthispartofthe

worldexisted.Itsbeautiful.

Lebone:Itoldyouitsbeautifulakere!

Tsala'sJawsdroppedastheywalkedin.Itwas

beautifulandpartofthefloorwasglassandcould

seethewaterunderneath.

Guide:SirMadamwelcome.

Tsala:Wow!

Shewentaroundtheroomanditwasasevenstar,

everythingwasexpensiveandbeautiful,shelooked

outsidethewindowandtheviewwastodiefor.



Tsala:Babelet'sleaveeverythingandcomestay

hereforever!

Lebone:Hahaha,it'sexpensivehere!

Tsala:Wewillsellbothoutkidneys.

Theyalllaughed!

Guide:Youcangohavelunchthencomerest

becauseourfirstactivityofthedaywearegoingto

theBoraBoraLagoonariumthengetfullbody

massagesafterdinner.

Tsala:YousaidwhatisaLagoonariumagain?

Guide:Wearegoingtoswimwithturttles.

Tsala:Ohnonono,Icannotdothat.

Guide:HahaIpromiseyouit'sharmlessand..

Tsala:Babe!

Lebone:Iwillbethereakere,don'tbescared.



Tsala:Theydon'tbite?

Lebone:Hahahanotheydon'tbite.

Tsala:Okay!

TheguideleftandTsalathrewherselfonthebed.

Tsala:Itfeelslikeadream.

ShegotupandkissedLebone.

Tsala:Thankyou!

Lebone:Anythingforyou!

Shelookedattheglassandshookherhead.

Tsala:Youcanswimwhileyourheadisstillinthe

house.Whocomesupwithsuchideas?



Lebone:Peoplearecreativebabe!

HepickeduptheWiFipasswordandtheyboth

connected.

Tsala:LetmecallMmaMox!

Lebone:DothatwhileIunpack!

TsalawalkedoutsidevideocallingMmaMox,afterit

ranafewtimesMmaMox'sfaceappearedonthe

screen.

MmaMox:Heee,Icanevenseeyouevenwhenyou

areoverseas.

Tsala:Hahahayes!

MmaMox:Youarrivedsafely?

Tsala:Eemmawearrivedsafely,YamaOkae?

MmaMox:Shewenttoplaynextdoor,thelittlegirl



wasboughtabicyclejaanongit'sYama's,sheis

alwaysridingitwhiletheownercheersforher.

Tsala:Hahabathong!

AratwathrewherselfonMmaMox'slapsuckingher

thumb.

MmaMox:LookatYaya'sjumpsuityoustill

rememberit.

Tsala:Yes!

MmaMox:Sheworeitaleayearoldbonagoreit

canstillfitMmaoratwabutsheisthree.

Tsala:Akere!

MmaMox:Herparentsarerelaxednowtheynever

buyherclothesbutItoldKesegogorewhenever

shegetsinashopshemustbuyforYayatoo.

Tsala:Wai!

MmaMox:Shewillbuy,shegotatempinGaborone.



Tsala:Let'shopeso.AnywayletmegoIwillcall

againlater.

MmaMox:Okaymygirlenjoy.

ShehungupandwentbackinsidewhereLebone

wasshowering,sheremovedherclothesandjoined

himintheshower.Heturnedheraroundattookit

frombehindwhileshehadherhandsplasteredon

thewall.

AtMogoditshane

KesegocameintheironeroomfromworkandMox

waslayingonthemattresstypingonhisphone.

Kesegolookedatthedirtydishesandthebucket

fullofdirtybathingwater.

Kesego:ShouldIcomefromworkandcleanthe

housewhileyouwerehomethewholeday?



Mox:Oh,Iwasgoingtoemptythewater,Iwasbusy

lookingforjobvacancies.

Kesegobreathedoutheavilyandremovedherheels,

sheputthemnicelyandsatdown.Moxlefthis

phoneandwenttoemptythewateroutside.

Kesego:Iheardtheyarelookingforpetrol

attendants.

Mox:Mmmh!

Kesego:Aren'tyougoingtoapply?

Mox:Iwill!

Neitherofthemsaidanythingtoeachotherthen

Kesegostoodupandputonherflipflops.

Kesego:Iamgoingtobuytinfish,washtheplates.

Mox:Sure!



Sheleftdialingherfriend.

Hazel:Heybabes!

Kesego:Ican'tpretendanymoreMoemediwantena.

Hazel:Hahawhatdidhedotoday?

Kesego:Hejustbathedandleftthedirtywaterin

thebath,theplatesaredirtyand..IyooobathongI

can'tsupportMoxandourchildatthesametimeI

amtired.OkilewabonaevenwhenhetouchesmeI

don'tgetaroused,Iyooobathong!

Hazel:Sowhatareyougoingtodoaboutit?

Kesego:IamgoingtotellhimIammovingback

hometoLentsweletauthatwayhewillbeforcedto

gobackhometoo.FriendIamtired,bathongnnaI

amyoungforthis.

ThesamedayalittlelateraftersundowninBora

Bora.



Tsalasatinfrontofthemirrordoinghermakeup

lostinherthoughts.Shefoundherselfsmiling

alonethenshepickedupherphoneandWhatsApp

calledPortia.

Portia:Hello!

Tsala:Hi,obusy?

Portia:Letmedishforeveryoneandcallyouback.

Tsala:Okay!

Shehungupandappliedredlipstickonherlips

thenshepoutthembeforeshedidhereyelashes.

Portia'scallcamethroughandshepickedupand

putonloudspeaker.

Tsala:Hey!

Portia:Wareng?



Tsala:Iamhappy,Iaminlove!

Portia:HahaIsawthephotosofyouswimming

withtheturttles,friendthat'sthelife.

Tsala:Iamjusthappyfriendwaitse.Iliterallyhave

nothingtoworryabout,itfeelsunreal.It'sso

peaceful,ohmyGod!

Portia:Awwww!

Tsala:Leboneis..LeboneiseverythingIhaveever

wanted.He..(tookadeepbreath)Hehasbeen

wantingababyforalongtimeIthinkmaybewe

shouldtry.HeistheoneIcanfeelit,heistheone.

Portia:AwwfriendIamhappyforyou!

Tsala:Iamhappyformetoohaha!

Heheardhisfootsteps.

Tsala:Babeswewilltalkbye.



Shehungupandstoodup.Shewaswearingafloral

twopiecefordinnerandshelookedamazing.

Tsala:Everythingokayatwork?

Lebone:Yes,ItoldthemnottocallmenowIamthe

onecallinghahaha.

Tsala:Hahaha!

Lebone:Youlookbeautifulbabe!

Tsala:Thanks!

Lebone:Shouldwego?

Tsala:Yes!

Shegrabbedherphoneandtheyleftfordinner.

AtJohn'shouse

Samestoodbythedoorcryingtryingtoopenthe

doorthatwaslockedwhileJohnheldherphonein



herhand.

John:(Angry)KarewhyisMarcosendingyou

messageareyourtonguewasmagical?

Same:(Crying)JohnifyoubeatmeIamgoingto

reportyou.

**

**

**Goodnight
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John:(Angry)KarewhyisMarcosendingyou

messageareyourtonguewasmagical?



Same:(Crying)JohnifyoubeatmeIamgoingto

reportyou.

Johnstoodup.

John:WhywouldIbeatyou,answermekarewhyis

Marcosendingyoumessageareyourtonguewas

magic.

Same:..

John:SameIamtalkingtoyou!

HeraisedhishandandSamescreamedcovering

herface.

John:Same!

Same:..

John:Areyoucheatingonme?

Same:..



John:Kareaareyoucheatingonme?

Same:...

John:Iamtalkingtoyou!

HegrabbedherJawsandmadeherlookathim.

John:Answerme.

Same:NoIamnotcheatingonyou.

John:WhyisMarcosendingyoumessageareyour

tongueismagical?

Same:..

HepressedherJaws.

Same:Johnyouarehurtingme.

John:Karewhyis..MxmIseegoreyouthinkyou

knowmeakere!



Hepushedheronthebedandremovedhisbelt.

Samescreamedandcoveredherselfwiththeduvet,

Johnpulleditandthecrocodileskinbeltfellonher

whitethighs.Shescreamedandquicklystoodup.

John:Whyis..

Same:Johnplease!

Thebeltlandedonherbackandshebentherback

inpain.

John:Ifyouaredoingnothingwrongwithhimthen

whyosabue?

Thebeltlandedonherbackagainandshe

screamedlouder,sherantothebathroomand

closedthedoor.Johnkickeditandithitherface,he

wentinsideandgrabbedherbyhertoppinningher



againstthewall,hewasfumingwithanger,he

lookedathercryingthenheletgoofher.He

steppedbackandtookadeepbreaththenhe

coveredhisface.

Samefelldownstillcryingandburiedherface

betweenherlegs.Sheheardthedoorslamandthen

thecarleave.

AtTumi'shousethesamenight

Tumicameoutofthebathroomsmellingfresh,he

switchedoffthelightsandgotintobednexttoBeth

whowasattentivelyreadingsomethingonher

phone.Tumigotontopofherandtriedtotakethe

phone.

Beth:Waitbabeletmefinishtheinsert.

Tumi:Babewenaandyourinserts!Youwillfinishit

afterwearedoneakere!



Bethjustbrushedhimoffandcontinuedreading.

Hekissedherneckgoingdowntoherstomach,he

kissedallhercurvesgoingdowntohernunu."Do

theyteachyoutowearpantiestobedinthose

inserts?"heaskedbutBethwastoofocused.He

pulleddownherpantyandkissedhernunu,justas

hewasabouttoopenherlegstherewasaknockat

thedoor.

Tumi:Aeaewearenothome!

HesaidpartyingBeth'slegsandtheknockgot

louder.

Beth:Babethereissomeoneatthedoor.

Tumi:Theywillgobackifwedon'topen.

Hisphonerang.



Tumi:Totawhat'swrongwitheveryone.(hepicked

up)Hello!

John:Canyoupleaseopen.

Tumi:What'swrongareyoucrying?

Bethputherphonedown,shepulledupherpanty

andfollowedTumitothedoor.

Tumi:Whathappened?

Johnstormedinside,hesatdownandcoveredhis

facecrying.TumiandBethlookedateachother.

Tumi:Jay!

Hesaidsittingnexttohislittlebrotherandrubbed

hisback.Bethcamewithaglassofwater.



John:CanIsleepheretonight?

Beth:Yes,letmegofixtheguestroom.

Sheleft,TumirubbedJohn'sbackuntilhestopped

crying.

John:IwasscaredgoreIwasgoingtohurther

that'swhyIcamehere.

Tumi:Youdidgood,heredrinkthiswater!

Johntookasip.

Thesamenight

KesegoandMoxsleptonthemattresswiththeir

backsagainsteachothereachbusyontheir

phones.MoxputhisdownandturnedtoKesego.



Hekissedherbacktryingtopulldownherpyjama

pants.

Kesego:MoxIamsleepy,nnakanaihavetowake

upphakelaandgotoworkwenayouarebetteryou

spendthewhiledaysleeping.

Mox:Akerekamoso..

Kesego:Gapewedon'thavecondoms.

Mox:Sincewhendoweusecondoms?

Kesego:Wellyoushouldstartusingitakereyouare

notworking,OrutwakeenggojanabolotoOsa

bereke?

Moxchuckledandturnedaroundgivingherhis

back.

Thefollowingmorning



TumicamefromtheguestroomandJohnhad

alreadyleft.

Tumi:Heleft!

Beth:Arewhathappened?

Tumi:Hedidn'tsaybutwhateveritwaswasvery

big,Johndoesn'tshowhisemotions,thefactthat

hewascryingsaysalot.

Beth:HereallylovesSameakere!

Tumi:Yeah!

AtJohn'shouse

JohnopenedthedoorandSamewhowassleeping

onthesofaquicklygotup.Johnwenttothe

bedroomandgotherbag.

John:Let'sgo!



Heunlockedthedoorandwenttothecar,Same

followedhimandsatattheback.Theydrovein

silenceuntiltheyarrivedatDitshego'splace.

John:Shapo!

Same:YoualreadythinkIamcheatingonyouso

thereisnoneedtoexplainmyself.

John:JustleavebecauseIdon'twanttolaymy

handsonyouagain.

Same:Marcois..

John:Pleasegetoutofmycar.

Same:Iwaslickingicecreamandhesaid..

John:IsaidgetoutSame!

Same:Akerewareyouwantthetruth,why..

Johnsteppedoutandwentovertoherside,he

openedthedoorforher.Samesteppedout.He



closedthedoor,wenttothedriver'sside,slammed

hisdooranddroveoff.

AtBoraBora

Tsalacountedwithherfingersthenshesetadate

onherphoneforwhichshewilllikelybeovulating.

Lebonecamefromtheshowernakedandreached

foratowel.Hewrappeditaroundhistorso.

Tsala:Iamexcitedforthescubadivinglateron

today.

Lebone:Metoo!

HelaidonthebedandTsalasatontopofhim.He

smiledwithherandheldbothherhands.



Lebone:Iloveyou!

Tsala:Iloveyoumore!

Hetookadeepbreathandletoutafadesmile.

Tsala:What?

Lebone:ThereissomethingthatIhavebeen

meaningtotellyoubutInevergotthecourageto.

Tsala:Yeah?

Lebone:I.(breathedoutnervous)Iwantyouto

knowthattheonlyreasonIdidn'ttellyouwas

becauseIwasscaredofloosingyounotbecause..

Tsala:Babejustsayit,youarescaringme.

Lebone:I..Iamapolygamist.

**

**
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Tsala:Itsmytermsorthereisnous.

LebonetookadeepbreathandlookedatTsala.

Lebone:Babethatisnothowthingswork,beingina

polygamousmarriage...

Tsala:Iguesstherewon'tbeusthen.Thosearemy



termsandconditionsLebone.

Shestoodupandwenttostandbythewindow,she

lookedoutsideattheblueskythatmatchedthe

waterandfoldedherarms.

Lebone:Ihavetotreatyouguysequally,theyare

notgoingtoagreetothis.

Tsala:..

Lebone:TheotherpartIagreewithyoubut..

Tsalaturnedandwalkedoutsidestillfoldingher

armsandLebonefollowedher.

Lebone:Inthelasttwoyearswehavebeentogether,

haveIevergivenyouareasontodoubtmylove?

Tsala:..

Lebone:HaveIneverbeenthereforyou?Babe?



Hemadeherturntohim.

Lebone:Babe!

Tsala:..

Lebone:Nothingisgoingtochangebetweenus

okay,Iamstillgoingtogiveyoutheattentionand

theloveIhavebeengivingyouallthistime.

Tsala:LeboneItoldyoumytermsandconditionsto

aggreingtobeyourwife.Iamnotgoingbackonmy

word.

ShewentbackinsideandLebonesatdownwithhis

feetinthewater.

AtLawrence'sHouse

LawandMoxbumpedshouldersandLawlethim



insidethehouse.

Mox:IamsorryifI..

Lawrence:Hahaskawara.

Mox:Obonabanyana,girlsaredogsmyguy.

Law:Iamsorry!

Mox:Don'tworryIwon'tbearoundforlongIam

hopefulgoreIamgoingtogetcalledforan

interviewthatswhyIdidn'twanttogotoSeruleyet.

Law:It'sokay!

Hewalkedhimtohisoldbedroom.

Law:NnaIturnedthegarageintomyroomsowena

youwillsleephereakere,Ipreparedthatmattress

foryou.

Mox:Thanks,thanksmyguy!

Law:Letmeshowyouthekitchen!



MoxputhisbagdownandfollowedLawtothe

kitchen.

Law:Don'tbescaredtomakeyourselfsomethingto

eatneh!Mylittlesisterisatschoolandmymumis

atwork.

Mox:Thanks!

Law:Iwillbeinmyroomifyouneedme,Imeanin

thegarage.

Hesaidshowinghimthedoor.

Mox:Surethanks?

Law:Oh,Ididn'tshowyouthebathroom.

Moxfollowedhimtothebathroom.



Mox:Thanks?

Law:Suresure!

Moxwenttowherehewastoldtosleepandsat

downonthemattress.Hefoundhimselflaughing

thenhetookouthisphoneanddialedKesegobut

shedidn'tpickup."Theyarestillgoingtofu**you

formafivehundredpulabannabaGaboroneuntil

yourvaginastartssingingamapianobeats"hesent

KesegoatextandafewminuteslaterKesego's

replycamethrough"Betterthanbeingfu**byan

unemployedmanwhocan'tevengivemetwenty

pulatobuylipstickinChineseshops."Moxclicked

histongueandblockedhernumber.

ThesameEvening

Samesatonthestooplookingatherphone,she

tookadeepbreathandcuppedherface.



Ditshego:Areyouokay?

Same:Yeah!

Ditshegosatnexttoherandneithersaidanything

foraverylongtime.

Ditshego:Gatwelandbordhasopenedforplot

applications.Youshouldgoapply.

Same:Mmmh!

Ditshego:Atleastwhenyouhaveyourownplotyou

canbuildoneroomandstaythere.It'sbetterthan

renting.

Same:Akere!

AcarparkedbythegateandSamequicklystoodup

thinkingitwasJohn,thecarreversedbacktothe

roadandshesatdown.



Ditshego:MothohelaaiponaarelaetamolaetoO

kanakana.

Sheclickedhertongueandwentbackinsidethe

house.

AtLawrence'sHouse

MmaLawrenceopenedthebathroomdoorandshe

screamedsteppingback.Chedzacamerunning

fromherbedroominonlyherschoolshirt.

Mox:MamIamsososorryI..

Hesaidwrappingatownaroundhimself.Lawrence

camefromhisbedroom.

Mox:Iamreallysorry!



MmaLaw:It'sokay.

Law:MamathisisthefriendItoldyougoreheis

comingtostayforafewdays.

MmaLaw:Okay!

Mox:Dumelang!

TheyexchangedgreetingsthenMoxwentbackto

thebathroomandfinishedbathing.Hewenttohis

roomandputonhisboxers.Chedzaknocked

holdingasandwichandaglassofapplejuice.

Chedza:Wenevercook.

Mox:Ohthanks!

Chedzasecretlylookedathisdi**print.

Chedza:Bytheway,Iameighteen.

Mox:Haha!



Chedzasmiledandleft,Moxclosedthedoor.Few

minuteslaterMmaLawknockedonthedoorholding

abowlofnoodlesanddrink.

MmaLaw:Hereeat,theynevercook!

Mox:OhthankyoubutIhavealreadyhada

sandwich.

MmaLaw:Ohokay!

Thetentinfrontofhisboxerscaughtherattention

andsheclearedherthroat.

MmaLaw:Goodnight!

Moxclosedthedoorbehindher.

ThefollowingMorning



Sametookadeepbreathandknockedonthedoor,

sheknewJohnwasstillhomebecausetheTVwas

onandhiscar'sengenwasrunning.Sheknocked

againandJohnopenedthedoor.

Same:Iknowyouwantnothingtodowithmeafter

whathappenedyesterday,Iamreadytotellyouthe

truthaboutMarco,nothingbutthetruth,Ihopeyou..

"BabecanIuseyourtoothbrush"anakedgirl

appearedbehindJohnholdingatoothbrush."Sure"

Johnsaidtoherandclosedthedoorbehindhim.

John:Iamlistening.

Same:Youdon'ttakelongtomoveonakere?

John:Youwantedmetocry,starvemyselfandnot

sleeptendaysbeforeImoveontoshowgoreIwas

heartbrokenbyyou?



Sametookadeepbreath.

Same:Shaporratakecare,IcameherebecauseI

wantedtofixthingsbutwhat'stheretofix?

Sheturnedaroundandleft.

AtBoraBora

TsalasentherselfLebone'swivesnumberswhilehe

wasstillintheshower.Shesavedthemonher

phonethensheputLebone'sphonedown.Few

minuteslatershecheckedthemonherWhatsApp

contactsandonlyonehadaDP.Sheclickedonit

anditwasaphotoofacar,shesighedandputthe

phonedown.Sheneededtoknowwhatshewasup

against.



Lebonecamebackfromthebathroomandreached

forthesunscreen.

Lebone:Areyouexcitedabouttoday'sactivity?

Tsala:Sothismeansnothingtoyou(Shesaid

pointingatherselfthenatLebone)Youarewillingto

giveuponusjustbecauseyouwantto...

Lebone:Canwepleasetalkaboutthiswhenweget

toMaun.

Hesaidputtingonhisbeachshorts.Tsalaputon

herbikinisandtheyleft.

AtKesego'sworklaterthatevening

Kesegowaitedforeveryonetoleavetheofficethen

shewentuptotheBoss'soffice,sheclosedthe

doorandlockedit.



Kesego:Ihaven'tpaidrentkanaand..

Shesaidpullingupherskirtandsatdownonthe

tablerightinfrontofherboss.Sheopenedherlegs

exposinghervag***asshewasnotwearingany

panty.Herbossremovedhissunglassesandwiped

thesweatoffhisface.Kesegotookhishandand

putitonhernunu"Iyooooo"heroared,Kesego

tracedhismiddlefingeronhernunu"Iyoooooowee

iyoooonnnaaa"hecriedlikeagoatabouttobe

slaughteredandshothiscumbeforehefelldown

andcollapsed.

Kesego:Whatthe?

Shequicklypulleddownherskirtandshookhim.

Kesego:MrMudongo,Sir!Fu**..



Sherantothedoorthenwentback,shesearched

hiswalletandtookouteighthundredpula,sheputit

inherbraandwentoutsidetocallforhelp.

**

**

**Goodnight ,thankyouforthemessagesIam

feelingmuchbetter.
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Kesego:MrMudongo,Sir!Fu**..

Sherantothedoorthenwentback,shesearched

hiswalletandtookouteighthundredpula,sheputit



inherbraandwentoutsidetocallforhelp.

Afewminuteslater

KesegowatchedasMrMudongowasputonthe

stretcherbedwithanoxygenmaskonhisface.

Paramedic:Wereyouherewhenhecollapsed?

Kesego:NoIwasknockingoffwhenIcametodrop

somethingandhewasonthefloor.Ishegoingto

beokay?

Paramedic:Yesit'snothingserious.

HesaidpushinghimoutsidetotheAmbulance,

Kesegotouchedherheartandbreathedoutrelieved,

shesatdownandfoundherselflaughing,she

coveredhermouthlaughingthenshestoodupand

wenthome.



AtLaw'sHouse

Moxpouredthericeinsidethepotandcheckedon

thechickenstew.ThedooropenedandChedza

camein.

Chedza:Mmmmh!Itsmellsniceinhere!

Mox:Ohhi!

Chedza:Hi!

Sheopenedthechickenstewpotandsalivateatthe

smell.

Chedza:Smellsdelicious.Areyouagreatcook?

Mox:NobutIknowmywayaroundthekitchenI

grewupstayingwithmybrotherrele2soIhadto

learntoknowhowtocook.

Chedza:Okay!Letmegogetdressed,whereisLaw?



Mox:Hewentout!

Chedza:Soit'sjustyouandme?

Mox:Yeah!

Chedza:Youhaveagirlfriend,wellobviouslyyoudo,

Imeanahotguylikeyou.

Shesaidlookingathisbiceps.Moxjustlaughedit

off.

Chedza:Doyoucheat?

Mox:Totawhatareyouaskingmehaha!

Chedza:Don'tworryIamnotachild,Iknowhowto

makeamanhappy.

Mox:Hahawelltomeyouareachild.

Chedzarolledhereyes,themaindooropenedagain

andsheleftgoingtoherroom."Mmmhmmmhit

smellsdevine"MmaLawsaidwalkingtothekitchen



andstoodbythedoor.

Mox:Dumelang,thisistheleastIcoulddo!

MmaLaw:NonsenseOngwanawamolwapengyou

didn'thavetodoanythingbutIreallyappreciateit.

Mox:Eemma!

MmaLaw:Anynewsfromwhereyouapplied?

Mox:Notyet!

MmaLaw:Don'tworrytheywillcallyou.

Mox:Eemma!

MmaLaw:HahastopbeingsomodestcallmeBoi.

Mox:Hahaeemma!

BoileftandMoxwenttositoutsidebythestoop.

AtDitshego'sHouse



Samewrappedherselfintheblanketscryingwhen

thebedroomdooropenedandLebocamein.

Lebo:SameJohnislookingforyou!

Same:John!

Shequicklygotoutofbedandwipedhertearsthen

shefollowedherlittlesisteroutside.

John:Hi!

Same:Hi!

TheywalkedoutsidetohiscarthenJohntookout

moneyfromhiswallet."Iamtheonewhomadeyou

cometoMaunakere,itsonlyfairthatIgiveyou

moneytogobacktoschool."hesaidgivingher

threehundredpula.Sametookitandsteppedback

foldingherarms.



Same:Thanks!

TherewaslittleawkwardmomentthenJohn

reachedforthedoorknob.

John:Noshapoakere!

Same:..

Hegotinsidethecar.

Same:John!

Hesteppedoutside,Sametooktwostepsforward

andhuggedhim,sherestedherheadonhischest

andclosedhereyes.

Same:Ineverliedaboutlovingyou.



Shepulledbackandlookedathimsmiling.

Same:Iloveyou!Iwillalwaysloveyou!

Shewipedhertearsandturnedaroundgoingback

homecrying.Johngotinhiscarandcuppedhis

facebeforehedroveaway.

FewDaysLater

AtMaunAirport

Lebone'sfriendhelpedthemputtheirbagsinthe

carthenheandLebonesatatthefrontofthecar

whileTsalasatattheback.

Friend:BoraBorawasfunIsawthephotos.

Lebone:Very,Ithinknexttimeweshouldgowhereit



snows

HeturnedandlookedatTsala.

Lebone:AkereBabe!

Tsala:Huh!

Shehadbeenlostinherthoughts.

Lebone:Kareournextvacationweshouldgo

somewherewhereissnows.

Tsala:Yeah!

Lebone:Areyouokay?

Tsala:Iamfinejusttired.

Leboneturnedtohisfriend.



Lebone:Let'sdropherfirst.

Tsala:Iamnotgoingwithyouhome?

Lebone:Huh!

Hepretendedlikehedidn'thearher.

Tsala:KareamInotgoingwithyouhome?

Lebone:No,no!

Tsalawantedanexplanationbutshedidn'twantto

cornerhiminfrontofhisfriend.Shelookedoutside

asthecarwentoverthebridgeandfewminutes

laterheparkedinfrontofherhome.

Tsalasteppedout,Lebonesteppedouttooand

helpedherwiththebags.

Tsala:Ididn'twanttocomehere.



Lebone:MmaagweOfentseiscomingtodayand..

Tsala:Kantewherehavetheybeenintwoyears,I

usedtocometoyourhousewheneverIwanted

evenunannounced.

Lebone:Comeondon'tbeangry!

Tsala:Mxm!

Lebone:Babe!

Tsala:Heeey,gotoMmaOfentsewagago.

Shesaidpushingherbagsinsidetheyard.Herlittle

stepsisterscamerunningandtheeldestwas

sittingonthesofawithherlegsonthesofa

watchingavideoonherphone.

Sister:Tsala,youareback?

Tsala:Yes!

Theyoungestsisterlookedaround.



Her:JaanongwhereisYaya?

Tsala:YayaisinSerule.

Her:Aommawhydidn'tyougogether,wemissher.

Tsala:Iwillgogether.

Sheopenedherbedroomdoorandthebedwasnot

madebutshehadbeenmadewhensheleft.

Tsala:Whohasbeensleepinginmyroom?

Thetwoyounggirlslookedateachother.

Her:Nnait'snotme.

Sister:NnaebileIdidn'tcomeinhere!

TsalastormedtothesittingroomwhereKenawas



sitting.

Tsala:Areyoutheonewhohasbeensleepinginmy

room?

Kenaputherphonedown.

Kena:Mama!

Tsala:Whogaveyoupermissiontousemyroom,

myblankets?

Kena:..

Tsala:(Annoyed)Aaggggeveryoneisgettingonmy

lastnervewaitse,gowashmysheetsandcleanmy

room.

Shewenttositoutsideandcuppedherface,she

breathedoutloud,shefeltlikescreaming.Sheput

herheaddownonthetableandclosedhereyes.

Shefoundherselfthinkingabouthermotherand



tearsrandownhercheeks.ShedialedMmaNaledi

andputonloudspeaker."Hellotswarajalo,Mme

tsayakeTsala"sheheardthelittlegirlsay.

MmaNaledi:HelloMmamsadisadi!

Tsalafoundherselfsmiling.

MmaNaledi:Howareyou?

Tsala:Iamgoodandyou?

MmaNaledi:Iamnotgoodakerethesedaysyou

havefoundyourselfanewMotherinSerule.

Tsala:Hahahano,nothinglikethat,youknowyou

aremynumberone.

MmaNaledi:Ao?Howareyou?

Tsala:Iamfine!

MmaNaledi:OkaeMmaBokete?Shemustbe

grownupnow!



Tsala:Ebileshegoestoschool,sheisawoman

helathatIcansendtothetuckshop.

MmaNaledi:Oooooh,Naledileftwithoutseeingher

granddaughterbathongngwanake.

Tsalasmiledandwipedhertears.

Tsala:CanIaskyousomething?

MmaNaledi:Okay!

Tsala:Howdidyoudoit?

MmaNaledi:Dowhat?

Tsala:Imeanyouweremarriedbutyourhusband

hadotherwomenthathehadchildrenwith,howdid

youcope?

MmaNaledi:Ifocusedonmyselfandmychildren.If

wehadsomethingtoeatandmyhusbandwas

takingcareofmeIneverbotheredorcaredwhathe

didfortheotherwomen.

Tsala:Oh,soyouwereneverjealous?



MmaNaledi:Never!Aslongashekepthispromise

hemadetomeIwasfine.WhenIfirstfoundouthe

hadkidssomewhereIsathimdownandtoldhim

goreIamnotgoingtoacceptthosekidsandhe

shouldneverinhislifethinkIwill.Theywerehis

kidswithhiswomanakereandIhadmine.

Tsala:Didhehonourthat?

MmaNaledi:Untilhislastbreath,noneofkidshad

evercomehere,theyonlycameherethetimehe

diedandthatwasitandwhatIlikedaboutthem

wasthattheyknewtheirplacehere.

Tsala:Eheee!AnywayIwasjustasking.

MmaNaledi:Onedaywhenyouarebothirty,thirty

fiveyouwillrealisegorepeaceismuchbetterthan

love,that'swhyyouhavetocutoutthingsthatdon't

bringyoupeacenomatterhowmuchyoulovethem.

Tsalaknodherheadandwipedhertearsthenshe

smiled.



Tsala:IamgoingtogetMmaBoketethisFriday

thenwearecomingtoseeyou.

MmaNaledi:Ohhh,Iwouldlovethat

ngwanangwanaka!

AtLebone'sUncle'sHouse

Lebone'suncleattentivelylistenedtoLeboneashe

toldhimaboutTsala'srequests.

Malome:ThatisnothowPolygamyworks!Doing

whatshewantsyoutodowillonlybringdivisionin

yourfamilygoreyoulovehermorethantheother

wives.

Lebonelookedupandcuppedhisface.

Lebone:WhatdoIdounclebecauseIreallyloveher

andIwouldlikehertobemywife.



Malome:Sheshouldstopmakingsillyrequestsand

knowgorePolygamyisfocusingonyourown

familyandrespectingtheotherwives,theydon't

havetobefriendsandloveeachother,aslongas

sherespectsthem.

Lebonebreathedheavilyinhishands.

Malome:Idon'tknowthatgirlbutsheseemslike

trouble,sheisnotmarriedyetandalreadyshe

wantstobeaboveeveryone,Motogoloareyousure

youwanttotakethatrisk,shewilldestroyyour

family!

Lebonelookedathisunclethenhebreathedout

heavily.

AtKesego'shouse



Thedeliverypeoplecarefullywalkedintheroom

withabedandamirror,shepaidandtheyleft.She

wenttoclosethedoorandthrewherselfonthebed

thenshelookedatherselfinthemirror.

AtLaw'shouse

"Mox"Lawcalledouttohimandhedidn'tanswer.

Law:OhIguessheisnothome.

MeanwhileoutsideMoxremovedhisheadsetsand

listenedcarefullyifsomeonewascallinghim.He

openedthekitchendoorandwalkedingoing

straighttoLaw'sroomandhepausedtolisten.

Law:Nonoweonlyf***onceandoneofthe

condomsbrokebutIdidn'ttellher.Monthslatershe

gavebirthtoaprematurebabyandshesaiditwas



Mox's.Icalledherandaskedandshetoldme

ngwanawagaMoxebilesheisstayingwithMox's

mumandthatIshouldstopcallingherasking

stupidquestions.

Friend:Heebanna,sheknewthebabyisyours.

Law:Yeah,Iamjustwaitingtobefinanciallysettled

thenrequestaDNAtestbecausedeepdowninside

Iknowthat'smychild.RightnowIdon'thave

meanstotakecareofababy.

**

**

**

**Goodmorning
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Thesamedayalittlelaterafterfive..

Moxsatonthemattresslostinhisthoughts

thinkingaboutwhatheheardLawrencesaytohis

friend.Hepickeduphisphoneandscrolled

throughhisgallery,hestaredatYama'sphotofora

fewminutesandgotinterruptedbyChedza

knockingonthedoor.Shestuckherheadinand

smiledathim.

Chedza:Heyweareorderingpizzawhatyour

favouriteflavour?

Mox:Iamnothungrythanks.

Chedza:Oh,Iwilljustorderanyway.

Sheclosedthedoor.Moxlookedatthephotoagain



thenhelookedatAratwa'sphoto.Hetookadeep

breathandlaidonthemattresslookingupatthe

ceilingthenheclosedhiseyes.

AtMmaMox'shouse

TheNeighbourwalkedinwithabigtuppewareand

asmalllunchbox.

MmaMox:Shouldweswitchoffthestove?

Neighbour:Hahahah,it'snofuneatingalonekana,I

cookedMadombiandchicken.Here!

ShegaveYayathesmalllunchbox.

Neighbour:Shehelpedcatchthechicken.

Theladieslaughed.



Neighbour:Isawherrunningafterthemgaetako

goenewasia.

MmaMox:Hahaha!Girlsgowashyourhands.

RatiandYamarantothetapandwashedtheir

hands.MmaMoxcalledTutuandtoldhertostop

cooking.YamaandRatisatdownonthesack

eatingfromthelunchbox.

Neighbour:Theyareallgrownupbanyana,ngwana

Gaathatawaitse.

MmaMox:ProblemisRatilikestofight,Yamais

justinnocent.

Neighbour:Everylittlesiblinglikestofighttheolder.

MmaMoxputanotherpieceofchickenintheirplate.

"Thisoneisyours,Ratithisoneisyours."Thegirls

silentlyatewhiletheladiestalkedaboutthe



weather.

Neighbour:HermotherisstillinSchool?

MmaMox:MangYama,noshegraduatedlast

monthsheisjustwaitingtogetposted.

Neighbour:WillshebetakingYama?

MmaMox:Nonotyet,shewilltakeherwhenshe

hassettled.

MmaMoxlookedatYamaandsmiled.

MmaMox:TruthisIdon'twantTsalatotakeher,I

havebeenwithYamasinceshewasamontholdI

don'tknowifIwillcopewithouther.

Neighbour:YouwillhaveRatiakere.

MmaMox:Itwon'tbethesame,thethoughtofit

breaksmyheart.Sheismybaby.



Shetookadeepbreath.

AtRraTumi'shouse

TsalasatoutsidetryingLebone'snumberandhe

stilldidn'tpickup"Iamalreadyfightingforyour

attentionbeforemarriage,whatisgoingtohappen

whenwearemarried?"shesentatexttoLebone

thenshestormedtothehouseandchangedintoa

Jeanandtopthensheleft.

AtMarco'shouse

Sameslowlygotoutofbedandreachedforher

panty,sheslowlyputitonthensheclearedher

throat.Shereachedforherdressandclearedher

throatalittlelouder.Marcoputhisphonedownand

lookedather.



Marco:What?

Same:Nothing!

Shefixedherdressandsatdownonthebedputting

onhersandals,Marcokissedherneck"Sleepover"

hewhisperedinherear.

Same:ToldyouIhaveagroupassignmentakere.I

can't!

Marco:Ohyeah!OkayIwilltakeyoutoschoolinan

hourthen,I..

HekissedherneckandSamestoodup.

Same:IbrokeupwithJohn!

Marco:Goodgirl!

Same:Why,I..Youdon'twantarelationshipIdon't

understandwhyIamnotallowedtohavea



boyfriend.

Marco:BecauseIdon'tshare!

Hestoodupandkissedher.

Same:SoIamsupposedtobeavailableonlyfor

youwhileyouareavailableforotherpeople?

Marco:WhosaidIamavailableforotherpeople?

Samesteppedbackandgrabbedherhandbagand

left.

AtLebone'sHouse

AtaxidroppedoffTsalaatthegateandshe

stormedtothehouseholdingherphonecalling

Lebone.Sheknockedonthedoorandalady

openedthedoor.



Connie:Hi,canIhelpyou?

"Babewee,didyouseewhereIputmyhairclipper?"

LeboneaskedandappearedbehindConnie.

Lebone:Tsalahey!

Tsala:(Withanattitude)Whyareyounotanswering

mycalls?

Lebone:Ohmyphone,IleftitatworkIwasgoingto

getitafterdinner.

HeturnedtoConnie.Conniewentbackinsideand

Leboneclosedthedoorbehindhim.

Tsala:I..

Lebonegrabbedherbythejawfurious."Never



disrespectmeinfrontofpeopledoyouhearme?"

Tsala:(Spokewithherteethclenched)Youare

hurtingme!

Leboneletgoofher,Tsalasteppedbackand

massagedherJaws.

Tsala:HowwasIsupposedtoknowgoreyouleft

yourphoneatwork?

Lebone:Nowyouknow!

Tsala:Whyareyoubeinglikethis?

Lebone:LikewhatItoldyouMmaOfentseOteng

akerewhatareyoudoinghere?

Tsala:..

Lebone:Gohome!

AtLaw'sHouse



Moxcameinfromthebathroomonlyinhisboxers

smellingfreshthinkingeveryonewenttobed.

MmaLawknockedonMox'sdoorandopenedthe

doorbeforeshewaswelcomein.

MmaLaw:Youdidn'tcometodinnerwhatswrong?

Mox:IamfineIwasjustnothungry?

MmaLaw:Areyousure?

ShesaidsittingonthemattressandrubbedMox's

hairythigh.

MmaLaw:Talktome,isthereanythingIcandoto

helpyou?

Mox:NoI..

MmaLawtouchedhissoftD."Heeekahehaeeme?



(Iwonderhowbigititwhenit'serect)"shesaid

rubbingit.

Mox:MmaLawI..

MmaLaw:ItoldyoutocallmeBoi..whatswrongyou

haveneverbeenwithanolderwomanbefore?

Shestoodupandwenttolockthedoor,she

removedhergownandsheactuallyhadanicebody.

Shethrewitdownandlaidonthemattressnextto

Mox.Shekissedhimandpulleddownhisboxers,

shekissedhisstomachgoingdowntohispelvic

bonewhichshekissedallthewaytohiserectd.

Moxbreathedoutloudashisdgrewfillingher

mouth.MmaLawrubbeditwithherhandgripped

tightandsuckedonhisba***."Aaaa"Moxbreathed

outthewordsandbeforeheknewitMmaLaw

raisedhislegslikeamotherchangingababy's

diaperanddippedhertongueinhissthenlic***it

likeadogdrinkingwaterfromabowl.



**

**

**

**Goodnight
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TheFollowingMorning

Moxsangopeningthefridgeandtookoutsome

eggs,hecrackedtwoinacupandaddedsaltthen

hemixedbeforeheheatedthepanandpouredthe

mixinside.



Law:Heemonawhyareyousohappy?

Lawsaidstandingbythedoorandlookedathim.

Mox:Iamhappy?

Law:Theycalledyouforaninterview?

Mox:No!

Law:Oh,zup?

Mox:NothingI..IamfineIjusthadthissonginmy

headthatIcan'tstopsinging.

Law:Okay,IamgoingoutIwillseeyoulater?

Mox:Suresuremyguy!

LawleftandMoxdishedhiseggs,putthem

betweentwoslicesofbreadandwenttositoutside

eating.Hefoundhimselfsmilingalone,hiswhole

bodybecameticklishandhelaughedoutloud.He

couldn'tstopthinkingaboutlastnight,ithadtobe



thebestnightofhislife.

Hewasinterruptedinhisthoughtsbyhisbrother's

call.

Mox:Hello!

Brother:Hey,nothingcomingup?

Mox:NobutIdidapplysomewhereIamhopeful

theywillcallme.

Brother:Afriendofmine,MrMosesaneopeneda

restaurantandheishiring.

Mox:Ohokay!

Brother:Iwilltellhimtokeepthespotopenforyou

incasetheydon'tcallyouwhereyouapplied.

Mox:Suresure!

Brother:Keengyoudon'twanttoworkina

restaurant?

Mox:Ididn'tsaythat.



Brother:Don'tyouthinkit'salittletoolatetobe

choosingjobswithtwokids?

Mox:NoIdidntsaythat.Iftheydon'tcallmeforan

interviewIwillcome.

Brother:Good!

Mox:Sure!

AtTumi'sHouse

BethgaveTsalaaglassofdrink.

Beth:Sowheredoyouhopetobeposted,inthecity

orsomewhererural?

Tsala:InthecitywherethereisagoodschoolIcan

sendYama.

Beth:Youwillbetakingher?

Tsala:YesbutonlyonceIamsettledin.

Beth:MmaMoxis..



Tsala'sphonerangandsherolledhereyes,sheput

onsilentthenitrangagain.

Beth:Letmegodefrostthemeat.

TsalapickedupLebone'scall.

Tsala:Hello!

Lebone:Hey,howareyou?

Tsala:Iamfine.

Lebone:Ihaveasurpriseforyou.

Tsala:Mmmh!

Lebone:Comeoutside.

Tsala:OutsidewhereIamatmybrother'shouse.

Tumi'shouse.

Lebone:OkayIamcoming!



Tsalahungupandwenttostandoutsidewaiting.

FewminuteslaterLeboneparkedbythegateand

steppedoutwithroses.Tsalasmiledandlooked

away.

Lebone:Iloveyou!

Tsala:..

Lebone:Iamsorryaboutlastnight.

Tsalatooktherosesandsmeltthem.Lebone

fetchedaboxofchocolatesfromthecarandshe

smiled.

Tsala:Tryingtogetmefat?

Lebone:Ilovemywomenthick.

Tsala:Haha!

Lebone:Therealsurpriseiswaiting.



Tsala:Whatisit?

Lebone:Let'sgoyouwillsee.

Tsala:IhavetosaygoodbyetoBethfirst.

SherantothehouseandsaidgoodbyetoBeththen

shegotinthecar.Neithersaidanythingforafew

minutesthenLeboneclearedhisthroat.

Lebone:Babe!

Tsalaturnedtohim,herubbedherthighandsmiled,

fewminuteslatertheyparkedinfrontofthe

magistrateCourt.

Tsala:Wh..What?

Lebone:ThisishowmuchIloveyouandIdon't

wanttolooseyou.

Tsala:Babe!



Hewenttoopenthedoorforherandtheywalked

inside.

Lebone:AgoodfriendofmineworkshereandI

askedhimtodousafavour.

Tsala:BabeIcan'tgetmarriedlookinglikethis!

Lebone:Haha,youlookperfect.

TheywalkedinandtwopeoplefromLebone'svet

clinicwerewaitingtobetheirwitnesses.

Lebone:Areyouready?

Tsala:Areyousureaboutthis?

Lebone:Hundredpercent.

Theywalkedinsidefollowedbytheirtwowitnesses.



ThatAfternoon

Moxlaidonthesofalookingforjobopportunities

onFacebook,hescreenshotafewthenedited

addressesontheapplicationlettershealreadyhad

andtransferedtohisphonethenhewenttoget

dressedreadytogoprint.

Thegateopenedamilitarycardroveinfollowedby

twoothercars.Hejuststoodbythedoorlooking,a

tallmanwithbroadshoulderssteppedoutandtwo

Cadetssalutedhim.Heknewitwasthedad

becausehelookedexactlylikeLaw.

RraLaw:Hello!

Mox:Dumelang!

Heopenedthedoorandwentinsidethenthetwo

officersfollowedwithhisbags.



Mox:I..IamLaw'sfriendI..

RraLaw:Iknowwhoyouare,Ihavecamerasall

overthehouse.

Mox:Oh..I..You..(stummering)Youhaveca..

camerasinthehouse?

RraLaw:Everymanwhohasabeautifulwifeand

daughterdoes.

Hesaidtakingouthisgunandputitonthetable.

Mox:Oh!I..Ihavetogo!

Hehurriedoutsideandonceoutsidethegatehe

restedhisbackagainstthewallandbreathedout

heavily."Didhereallyhavecamerasinsidethe

house?"Moxpanickedatthethoughtofit,hewiped

thesweatoffhisforeheadandwentbackinside,he

wenttopackhisbag,tookeverythingthatbelonged



tohimandleftwhileRraLawwasinthebathroom.

LaterthatEvening

EveryonesataroundthetabledeatingandLaw's

phonereportedansms.

Law:OhkeMoxarehisbrotherfoundhimajobin

Maunandaskedhimtocomeassoonaspossible

sohegotintheafternoonbus.

MmaLaw:Uhuhedoesn'tknowhowtosaygoodbye?

Law:AreIshouldtellyouthankyouforthe

hospitality.

Heputhisphonedownandcontinuedeating.

AtTheHotel.



Leboneslowlypulledoutandreachedforaclean

towelthatwasonthebed.Tsalabreathedoutloud

andtouchedherchest,shecaughtglimpseofher

diamondringandshesmiledcoveringherface

shyly.

Tsala:Didweseriouslygetmarried?

Lebone:Hahahawedid!What'sleftisformyUncles

togoseeyourfamilyandpayMagadi.

Tsala:Wearemarried!

Lebone:YouareMrsMarumo.

Tsala:Thefirstandthelast.

ShegotonherkneesandhuggedLebonethenshe

kissedhim.

Lebone:Youstilldon'tknowwhereyouaregoingto

beposted?

Tsala:No,Ihopeit'sinMaunwaitse,Iamanewly



wedandIcan'tleavemyhusband.

Lebone:Hahaha!

Shekissedandhuggedhimthenshelookedather

handandtheringshining.

Tsala:Ican'tbelievewearemarried.

Lebone:Babeyouknowthishastostayasecret

betweenusakere.

Tsala:Iknow,don'tstressaboutit.

Lebone:SohowsooncanmyUnclesgoseeyour

family?

Tsala:Youwantthemto..

Lebone:Imeanwearealreadymarriedakerewhy

delay.

Tsala:Babeee!

Shesaidkissinghim.



Lebone:InthemeantimeIwantyoutogohouse

shopping.

Tsala:What,I..

Lebone:Babeakereyouknowgoreyoucan'tstay

withme,youwillbevisitingjustliketheotherwives.

Tsala:(Sighed)What'sthefunofitifwearegoing

tobeinMauntogetherbutcannotsleepwitheach

othereveryday?

Lebone:YoushouldgetalicensetoobecauseIam

notbuyingyouacarwithoutalicence.

Tsala:(Fadesmile)Mmmh!IsthereanythingelseI

shouldknow,(BeingSarcastic)doIgetatimetable

ofwhenwearegoingtohavese*?

Lebone:Actuallyyes,ithastobearoundthetime

youareovulatingIwillgetmyDoctorto..

Tsala:Youarekiddingmeright?

2YearsLater...



**

**

**

**Goodmorning
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2YearsLater...

"MynameIsYamasaMopiri,Iamagirl,Iamsix

yearsold.Myfavouritecolourispink,whenIgrow

upIwanttobea..aPilot"Yamabowdownand

walkedoffstageaseveryonecheeredforherand

thenextgraduategotonstage.



Tsalawalkedtowherethegraduateswereand

clickedmorephotos.Yamaposedraisinghertwo

fingersandTsalalaughed.

Tsala:Turnthiswaybaby!

YamaposedforthecameraasTsalatookmore

photos,herphonerang,sheputitonsilentbutit

continuedringingthensheexcusesherselfgoing

outofthehall.

Tsala:Hello!

Lebone:HiIsetanotherappointmentwiththe

DoctoronMonday,hesqueezedusinbecauseone

ofhisclientscancelled,pleasemakesureyoumake

itthistime.

Tsala:Mathatayoumakeappointmentslookingat

yourschedulethenIamthebadguywhenIdon't

makeit.Iwishyouwouldconsultmefirst.



Lebone:Whywouldn'tyoumakeitakeregraduation

istodayandyouareonleave.

Tsala:Iwillcheckmydiary.

Shehungupandwentbackinside.

AttheMall,Maun

Inagreypencilskirtthatbeautifullyhuggedher

sizethirtyfigure,dressedwithawhiteshirtand

blackshoesthatmatchedherhandbagSame

steppedoutofthetaxiinfrontofthebankand

tracedherfingersbetweenhercarrotlines.Shedid

acrossonhershoulders,tookadeepbreathand

walkedinsidethebankapproachingthesecurity

guard.

Guard:YesMiss!

Same:Iamhereforaninterview.



Guard:Oh,youdontusethisdoor,letmehelpyou.

Theywalkedoutsideandheshowedherwhichdoor

touse."Thankyou"Samesaidandjoinedtherestof

thecandidatesthathadcomeforaninterview.

TheSameMorning

Moxlaidonthebedlookingupattheceiling,he

tookadeepbreathanddialedhisMotherwhenhis

brotherwalkedin.

Brother:Youarenotgoingtoworktoday?

Mox:Iamgoingintheafternoon.

Brother:OhokayIjustcametogetthis.

HisBrothersaidshowinghimanenvelopethenhe

left.MoxdialedhisMotheragain.



MmaMox:Hello!

Mox:Hello,leteng?

MmaMox:Yes,lookIwillcallyouwearestillat

Mmabontle'sgraduation.

Mox:Okay,RatiOkae?

TherewasululationandMmaMoxhungup.Moxgot

offbedanddialedKesego'snumberbutitrang

onceandhungup"Twoyearswithoutseeingyour

childKesego,twoyearswithoutknowingwhatyour

childeatsorwears,whatkindofamotherareyou

tota?"hesentatextthenKesegoreplied"Ididn't

makethatchildaloneakere,ifIdon'tactmypartthe

fatherwillgapeItoldyoutostoptellingmeabout

Aratwa,Iamhappywithmynewlife."Moxclicked

histongueandputthephonedownfurious.

AtMmaDavid'sHouse



Kesegoslowlyputthebabydownandlaidnextto

her.Sheplayedwithherdaughter'sbabyhairand

smiledwatchinghersleep.Shewasbeautiful.She

heardacarparkoutsidethenfootstepscoming

towardsherroom.

MmaDavid:Removeyourshoesandwashyour

handsbeforeyoucangoinside.

Davidlaughedandremovedtheshoes,hewashed

hishandsandwalkedintotheroomhiswifetobe

andbabyweresleeping.

David:(Whispering)Howaremygirls?

Kesego:Shejustwenttosleeplikefiveminutesago.

David:Oh!

Helookedoutsidethewindowandhismotherwas

outsidereadingherBible.Hetookoutachocolate



andgaveKesego.Shesmiledopeningitandtooka

bite.

Kesego:Youareamazing.

Davidsatdownandrubbedhishandstogether.

David:BabeIknowthatyoudon'thaveparentsand

practicallyraisedyourselfbutIamsurethereis

someonewhocannegotiateyourMagadiforyou.

Evenadistancerelativehela,justforformalityyou

don'thavetogivethemevenonepula.

Kesego:..

David:Idon't..

Kesego:(Crying)TheonlymanthatIknewtobemy

relativese***abusedmeandifgettingmarried

meansIhavetorevisitmypastthenIwon'tget

married.

David:IamsorryBabeIdidn'tmeantoupsetyou,I..



Iamsorry!

Kesego:Thosepeopledon'tcareaboutme,let'sjust

dous.ThemoneyforMagadiIwillerectmymother

atombstoneeventhoughIreallydon'tknowwhere

shewasburiedbecauseshepassedawaywhenI

wasveryyoung.

David:Ijustwantedtodothingsrightbabebutif

that'swhatyouwantthenfine.

Kesego:ItiswhatIwant.

David:Okay!

LaterthatAfternoonatLebone'sUncle'sHouse.

"Ifshehasadaughteralreadywhat'shardforherto

haveanotherchild,unlesssheishidingsomething"

Malomesaid.

Malome:Thereasonwedon'ttakeonewifeis

becausewewanttogrowourfamilysothatour



namedoesn'tdie.Ifshecannotgiveyouachild

thenyouhavetotakeafourthwife.

Lebone:WearegoingtoseeaDoctorkaMonday

maybehewillgiveusabetterexplanation.

Malome:Youarewastingyourtimeandmoneywith

Doctors,justtakeaforthwife,thatoneshewill

decideifshewantstobeamotherornotntsere

tsweletse.

Lebonetookadeepbreath.

Lebone:Let'snotconcludeanything,maybethe

problemisonmysideI..

Malome:Onyousidejangwhenyoualreadyhave

sevenkids?

Lebone:Leeneshehasachildakeresowecan't

saysheisinfertile.

Malome:Stopspeakingforher,whathasshegiven

you?



Lebonekeptquiet.

Malome:Mothowatengallshewantsisthe

MarumonamegoremponengmponengIam

marriedintoarichfamily,shedoesn'tknowyou

workforthisname.ThisiswhyIdidn'twantyou

marryingawomanwhoalreadyhasachildtheyare

damaged.Wewouldn'tbehavingthisproblemif

youmarriedawomanwhoisstillfresh.

AtMmaMox'sHouse

"Mamadidyouseemedanceballroom?"Yamasaid

showingMmaMoxthepictures.

MmaMox:HahaIwasthereakerenengwanakaI

saweverything.

Rati:MamalennaIamgoingtograduateonceIgo



toschoolakere?

MmaMox:Youaregoingtograduatengwanaka.

Rati:AndthengostaywithYamaandTsalain

Maunakere?

ShesaidlookingatTsalaandTsalasmiled."Yama

goshowMmaBoikoboyourphotos"shesaid

chasingthemaway.

Yama:Ratilet'sgo.

Theyrantotheneighbour'shouse."Sothisisit?"

MmaMoxaskedwithaheavyheart.

MmaMox:IguesswhenIsaidyouwillhaveher

whenshestartsschoolIthoughtgoreshewillnever

startschool.Itfeelslikeyesterdaywhenyoucame

herewithher,sotinyandbeautiful.

Tsala:Hahaha!



MmaMox:Ihavebeentryingtopreparemyselffor

thisdaybut..(Shewipedhertears)

Tsala:BathongMmaMoxsomuchdrama,shewill

visitduringtheschoolholidays.

MmaMox:Itwon'tbethesame!

Tsala:IknowbutIpromiseyoushewillvisitduring

theholidays.

MmaMox:Ngwanakebathong!Takecareofher.

Tsala:Iwill,webettergetgoingorwearegoingto

arriveverylate.

MmaMox:Okay!

Shecalledthegirlsandtheycameback.

Tsala:Wehavetogo.

Yama:Okay,RatiiscomingakereTsala?

Tsala:Huh,Ratiwillvisitsomeothertime.



Ratiwipedhertears.

Tsala:Ratiyouwillvisitakerenextyear?

Sheknodherheadcrying.

Tsala:Don'tcry!

Rati:Iwanttovisitnow!

TsalalookedatMmaMoxandMmaMoxheldRati's

hand.

MmaMox:Let'sgo,youwanttotryonyour

Christmasclothes?

Rati:NoIwanttogowiththem!

MmaMox:PleasegoIwillhandleher.



Tsalagotinthecar,Raticriedoutloudtryingtofree

herself."Iwanttogowiththem".Yamalookedback

atherlittlesisterandwipedhertears.Oncethecar

hadleftMmaMoxletgoofRati'shandandshe

quicklyranoutsidethegatecrying.

**

**

**

**Goodnight
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MmaMox:Let'sgo,youwanttotryonyour

Christmasclothes?



Rati:NoIwanttogowiththem!

MmaMox:PleasegoIwillhandleher.

Tsalagotinthecar,Raticriedoutloudtryingtofree

herself."Iwanttogowiththem".Yamalookedback

atherlittlesisterandwipedhertears.Oncethecar

hadleftMmaMoxletgoofRati'shandandshe

quicklyranoutsidethegatecrying.

AfewdistanceawayTsalatookadeepbreathand

parkedbythesideoftheroad,sheinstantly

regrettedherdecisionanddidau-turngoingback

toMmaMox'shouse.Ratiwhowassittinginthe

middleofthegravelstoodupanddustedherself.

Rati:Youhavecometogetme?Wearegoingto

Maun?

Tsala:Yeslet'sgo!



Ratigotinthecarandtheydrovebackto

MmaMox's.Thetwogirlsgotoutofthecarandran

tothehouse.

Tsala:Ifeelbad,maybeIshouldtakeherIwillbring

herafternewyear.Imeanthat'sifit'sokaywithher

parents.

MmaMox:Youshouldhaveleftshewouldhave

stoppedcrying.

Shetookadeepbreath.

MmaMox:Letmecallherfather,Hermotherkana

jaanongshehasblockedmynumbers.

ShesatdowndialingMox.

Mox:HelloIamworkingI..



MmaMox:TsalaiscomingtoMaun,canshetake

Ratiwithher?

Mox:IwouldlovethatbutyouknowIworkshifts

andwestayfarfromotheryardsshewon'thave

someonetostaywithwhenIamatwork.

MmaMox:ImeantayagonnaleTsalashewill

bringherafterthefestiveseason.MaybelennaI

willgotoMasimoandgetreadytoplough.

Mox:Oh,okaynoproblemifTsalaisfinewithit.

MmaMox:Okayfinetheywillbeleavingnow.

Shehungupandstoodup.

MmaMox:Areit'sfine,letmegoseewhatthose

girlsareupto.

TsalasatdownandMmaMoxwenttothehouse.

ShecamebackafewminuteslaterwithRati'sbag.



MmaMox:HeywampolaanowIamgoingtobeall

alone.Tutuleeneeversincesheboughtaphone

shehardlytalkstome.

Tsala:Hahahayoushouldgetyourselfafriend.

MmaMox:MmaBoikoboakereshewatchesMakula

alldaylong.

Tsala:HahahaImeanlikeamalefriend.

MmaMox:Heeelanghahahahahayouwillpaykana,

wareIshouldgetmyselfaboyfriend?

Tsala:HahahanoImean..

MmaMox:Youowemedicokehelatseten.

Tsala:Hahahahasorry!

MmaMox:Nosorry,youmustpay.Anoldwoman

likeme,aman?Aowhatwillpeoplesaytota?

"Tsalalet'sgobeforeitgetsdark"Yamasaidwith

herheadstuckoutsidethewindow.



MmaMox:Odiilwekegonthoga.Safejourney.

Tsala:Eemma!

Shegotinthecaranddroveoff.

AtDitshego'sHouse

Sameappliedredlipstickonherlipsandpouther

lipslookingatherselfinthemirror.Shesprayed

littleperfumeonherneckandrubbeditbeforeshe

putonadustypinkshortdressandawhiteblazer

withmatchingsandalsandwalkedoutside.

Ditshego:Whereareyougoinglookingsobeautiful?

Same:OhIammeetingwithanoldfriend.

Ditshego:Ehemma!Youlookreallynice.

Same:Thanks!



Shehungherhandbagonhershoulderandleft.She

wavedforataxiandgotinsidethenitdroppedher

bythehotel.Shewenttotheroomthatshewastold

togotoandsoftlyknocked.Minuteslaterthedoor

openedandSamewalkedin.

Him:Ithoughtyouwerenotgoingtocome.

Same:ItoldyouhowmuchIneedthejobakere.

Him:Youareagoodgirl,focused!

Sameclosedthedoorbehindher.

Same:Youpromisethisisonceoffthingakere,you

won'tbeaskingformorefavoursinthefuture?

Him:Ipromise,givemewhatIwantandtomorrow

cometothebanktosignyouremploymentcontract.

Sameremovedherblazerandsatonthebed.He

satnexttoherandkissedhercuppingherbreasts



then....

Justaftermidnightafewkilometersafter

MakalamabediBoarder.

Tsalaslowlyparkedbythesideoftheroadand

steppedoutofthecar.Shekickedthetireandput

herhandsonherheadfrustrated."Fu**"shesaid

kickingthepunchedtireagainandgotbackincised

thecar,shedialedLeboneandputonloudspeaker.

Lebone:Hello!

Tsala:HeyIgotapuncheraboutthirtykilometers

beforeMaunandIdon'thaveasparewheel.

Lebone:Whatwereyougoingtodowithitifyou

hadit?

Tsala:Isthisreallythetime?

Lebone:HahahasorryIamcoming,juststayinthe

carIamcoming.



Tsala:Shapo!

Shehungupandrestedherbackagainsttheseat,

sheturnedandlookedatthegirlsandtheywere

bothsleeping.Thirtyminutespassedthenanhour.

ShedialedLeboneagainbuthisnumberdidn'tgo

through.

Shesteppedoutsideandkickedthetireagain,a

trucksloweddownforherandshesteppedback

foldingherarms."Iseverythingokay?"theman

askedhoppingdownfromhistruck.

Tsala:Yeseverythingisfine.

Themancouldseethatshewasscared.

Ogone:Okay,Ijustwantedtocheckifyouarefine.

Tsala:Wearefine!



OGlookedatthepunchedtire.

OG:Icanhelpyouwiththat.

Tsala:Noskawaramyhusbandisonhisway.

OG:CanIatleaststaywithyouuntilhearrives,

Maunisnotassafeasitusedtobe.Iwillbeinmy

car!

HewentbackinsidehistruckandTsalagotinthe

car.MinuteslaterLebone'scarparkedinfrontof

hers,shesteppedoutandtheyhugged.

Lebone:Areyouokay?

Tsala:Yes,I..

OGsteppedoutofhistruck.



Tsala:Ohhe..

OG:Ohlittlebrother?

TsalalookedatLebone.

Lebone:Babelet'sgetyourthingsretsamayethis

roadisnotsafe,opportunistsandthievespassby.

OGjustlaughedbecauseheknewwhathemeant.

Tsalaturnedtohim.

Tsala:Thankyou!

Heknodhisheadandgotinhistruckthendrove

away.

Tsala:Youknowhim?

Lebone:Let'sgo!



Hehelpedherwiththekids,Tsalatookallthe

valuablesfromthecarandtheyleft.

Tsala:Whatdidhemeanbylittlebrother?

Lebone:Idon'tknow.

Tsala:Don'tbelikethat.

Lebone:Iwillgetthemechanictogogetyourcarin

themorning.

Tsala:Okay!

Theydroveinsilenceuntiltheyarrived.Leboneheld

YayawhileTsalalookedforthekeysinherbag.

Lebone:Babehurryyouknowgorethisisnochild's

play.

Tsala:IswearIputtheminhere!



Shesearchedagainthensomethingfellfromher

bag."Shit"shewhisperedandtriedtosteponthe

pillsbutitwastoolateLebonehadseenthem,still

carryingYamahebentandpickedupthepacketof

contraceptivepills.

Tsala:Babe!

Lebone:Sothisiswhyyouarenotgettingpregnant?

**

**
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Hebentandpickedupthepacketofcontraceptive

pills.

Tsala:Babe!

Lebone:Sothisiswhyyouarenotgettingpregnant?

Tsalakeptquietandfinallyreachedforthehouse

keys.SheopenedthedoorandLebonewent

straighttotheotherroom,shelaidYamaonthebed

andwenttogetRatiandclosedthedoorbehindhim.

Lebone:Tsala!Soyouhavebeenonpreventionall

thistime?

Tsala:...

Lebone:Iamtalkingtoyou.

Tsala:HaveyoueveraskedmeifIwantababyor

itsmydutyasamarriedwoman?



Lebone:Andyoudidn'tseeitfittotellmegoreyou

don'twantababyinsteadoflyingtome?

Tsala:..

Lebone:Iamtalkingtoyou.

Tsala:...

Lebone:Iamtalkingtoyou.

Tsala:Iamnotanincubatorifyouthought..

Lebonethrewthepillsinherfaceandslappedher.

"Wampolaaoooh"Tsalasaidcoveringhercheek.

Lebone:Wareyouarenotwhat?

Tsala:LeboneifyoubeatmeagainIamcallingmy

brother.

Lebone:YouthinkIamscaredofyourbrothers,call

themallrightnow.

Tsala:KantewenaontsejangOleabusivejaana.

NowyouseewhyIdon'twanttohaveachildwith



you,youarenot..

Leboneslappedheragainandshefellonthesofa.

"WampolaaOhkeeng"shesaidstandingupand

pushedhimbackthenshereachedfortheflower

potthatwasonthetable.

Tsala:IfyoutouchmeagainIwon'thesitate

breakingthisonyourhead.

Lebone:Wherearetheotherpills?

Tsala:..

Lebone:Iamtalkingtoyou,oryouwantmetomake

youspeak?

Tsala:TheyareallthatIhave.

Lebone:WearegoingtoseeaDoctorkaMonday.

Hesaidleavingandslammedthedooronhisway

out.Tsalaquicklywenttolockthedoorandsaton

thesofacryingthenshewenttofixthemosquito



netforthekidsandwenttoherbedroom.

TheFollowingMorning

Samewalkedoutofthebankinhighspiritholding

herjobofferletter.Shelookedaroundfeelinglike

everyonecouldseethejoyonherface,shefeltlike

screamingordancing.Shetookoutherphoneand

devidedherannualincomeintwelveandshefelt

liketherichestwomanontheplanet.Shewavedfor

ataxiandgotinside.

Same:Hi,Ijustgotajob.

Driver:Aocongratulations.

Same:Thankyou!

AtTsala'sHouse



Tsala:(Onthephone)OkayfineIwillcomeget

themlater,bye!

ShehungupandwenttoopenthedoorforMox.

Mox:Hey,Ialmostgotlost.

Tsala:Ihaveneverbeengoodwithdirections.

Raticamefromthekitchenexcitedandjumpedon

Mox.

Rati:PapalennaIcametoMaun.

Mox:Keagobona!

Yama:Ididn'tseeyouyesterdaywhenwecame

wherewereyou?

Mox:Idon'tstayhereakere!

SheputRatidownandpickedupYama.



Mox:Awholegraduate!

Tsala:Kegoreyoufailedtobuyyourdaughterjusta

dollhelaforgraduation.

Mox:Iamgoingtobuyheracarwhensheturns

sixteen.

Tsala:Hahamxmacarbuyinganothercar.

Mox:Skanchebawanyatsa,whenIgetajobmy

monthlysalarywillbeenoughtopayyouyour

annualsalary.Mygirlswillbegoingtooneofthe

mostexpensiveschoolsinBotswana.

Tsala:Iwillstillbealive.

Mox:Haha,Whereareyougoingalldressedup?

Tsala:TothemallIdon'treallyhavefoodhere.

Mox:Ohokay!

HeputYamadown.



Tsala:Doyoumindgivingusaliftmycarbroke

down.

Mox:Surelet'sgo!

Shewenttogetherhandbagandclosedthe

windows.

Mox:Thanksforcomingwithher!

Tsala:Sure!

ThegirlssatatthebackandTsalasatatthefront.

Moxlaughedaloneashereversed.

Tsala:What?

Mox:Justastupidthought.

Tsala:What?

Mox:Skawara,whathappenedtoyoureye?Isthat

blood?



Tsalalookedatherselfinthemirror.

Tsala:Idon'tknowwhat'swrongIwokeuplikethis.

Mox:Lekgaletsemadi,youshouldhaveitchecked

out.

Tsala:Iamsureit'snothing,ifitgetsworsethenI

willgotothehospital.

Mox:Sure!

JustafewmetersawayLebone'scarpassedthem

thenhedidauturnandindicatedforMoxtostop.

Tsala:StopkeLebone.

MoxstoppedandTsalasteppedout.Lebone

steppedoutofhiscarfurious.



Tsala:Youdidn'treplymytextand..

Lebone:Andyoujumpedontothenextman?

Tsala:Totawareng,Moxcametoseethekidsand..

Lebone:Didhehavetocometomyhouse?

Hesaidholdingontoherknucklestightlygripping

them."Leboneyouarehurtingme"shesaidtrying

tofreeherself.Moxsteppedoutofthecarand

LeboneletgoofTsala

Tsala:Tellthegirlstocomeherewewillgowith

Lebone.

Mox:Oshapo?

Lebone:Whywouldn'tshebe?

ThegirlswenttogetinLebone'scarandTsalawent

togetherhandbag."Areyouokay?"Moxasked

speakingthroughhisteeth.Tsalaknodherhead

andwenttogetinthecarandLebonedroveoff.



Moxalsogotinhisbrother'scaranddroveoff.

InLebone'sCar

"Youcouldn'twaithelaforfivemoreminutes?"

LeboneaskedfuriousandTsalalookedoutside

ignoringhim.

Lebone:Idon'tknowhowyoucoparentbutyourex

shouldnotbecomingtomyhouse,youarea

marriedwomanand..

"Kotengkeikgolegile"Tsalamumbled.Lebone

droppedthemoffatthemallandTsalawentinto

thechemistaftershemadesurehewasreallygone.

Sheboughttwopacketsofcontraceptivesandwent

intothegrocerystore.

Tsala:GirlsgowhereIcanseeyou.



Theystoodinfrontofthedairysection."Canwe

havethis?"Yayaaskedpointingatachocolate.

Tsala:Wenatotayoushouldnotbeeatinganything

sweet.

"Comeonsheisjustababywhatdoessheknow

aboutcalories"TsalaturnedaroundanditwasOG.

ShesmiledashepickedupYamaandRatiatthe

sametime.

OG:OkayIthinkyoumighthavebeenrightabout

someonewatchingherweight.

Heputthegirlsdownandtheybothlaughed.

OG:Hi.



Tsala:Hi,Ididn'tgettothankyouaboutlastnight

kana.

OG:It'sfine,Iamgladyouarefine.

Tsala:Thanks.

Therewasalittleawkwardmoment.

OG:Sothesearemynieces?

Tsala:HowcomeIdon'tknowyou?

OG:Hahaha!

Tsala:BecauseIknoweveryoneeventhecousins.

OG:Iguessyoudon'tbecauseyoudon'tknowme,I

amMmaLebone'seldestson.

Tsala:What?

OG:Yeah,theblacksheepofthefamilythat'swhy

youdon'tknowme.

Tsala:Wayaka!

OG:IwouldsayaskLebonebuthewon't



acknowledgemeandyoumightgetintroublefor

that.

Tsala:Why?

OG:Wouldyouacknowledgeabrotherwhowentto

jailandtarnishedthefamilyname?

Tsala:Actuallyyes!Familyisfamily.

OG:Thenyoumarriedintothewrongfamily.

Anywayletmegetgoing.

Hewinkedatherandleft.Tsalastoodthereasking

herselflotsofquestionsthenshecontinuedwith

hershopping.

Herphoneranganditwasanunsavednumber.

Tsala:Hello!

Malome:It'sMarumo,cometomyhousethis

eveningIneedtotalktoyou.



OutsideintheParkinglot

WithhisheadrestedontheseatOGcoveredhis

facewithbothhishandsthenhepickeduphis

phoneanddialedhisfriend.

OG:Ican'tman,she..SheisnotwhatIthoughtshe

is.

Friend:Youcan'tbackdownnowman,youhave

comethisfartogetyourrevenge.Shewasprobably

justfoolingyou,anyonewhomarriesintothat

familyiseviljustliketherestofthem.Don'ttrust

anyone,ifyourownmothercanbetrayyouthen...

OG:Fine,theplangoeson..

**

**
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MondayMorning

AtMox'sBrother'sHouse

MoxtriedTsala'snumberagainanditstilldidn'tgo

through.AnnoyedhedialedhisMother'sand

grabbedhisbackpackwalkingtotheroad.



MmaMox:Hallo!

Mox:Hello,leteng?

MmaMox:Yes,IjustgotbackIspenttheweekend

komasimo.

Mox:Okay,haveyoutalkedtoTsalasinceyesterday?

MmaMox:Nomyphoneswitchedoffmaybeshe

triedtocallme,what'swrong?

Mox:Nothing,Ihavebeentryinghernumbertoo

andit'soff.AnywayIwillkeepontrying.

MmaMox:Okaymyboy.

Mox:Gosiame.

Moxhungupandwalkedalongtheroaduntilhe

sawataxi.

AtOG'sHouse



OGtappedhisfingersonthetablelostinhis

thoughtsthenhebithislowerlipthinking.Heknew

hislittlebrother'stemperandifhefoundoutTsala

waswithhimhewasgoingtolooseit.Hedialed

Tsala'snumberagainandstilldidn'tgothrough.

Nowhewasstartingtoworry.

ThesameMorningatColin'sHouse

"Yousaidyouwillgetthem,whatshouldIdonow

kanaIhavetogotowork!"Colincomplainedonthe

phone.

Lebone:JustleavethemwithfoodandtheTVon,I

willcomegetthemlaterIpromise.

Colin:Aaah!

Shehungupandlookedatthegirlssleeping.She

shookYamaandshewokeup.



Colin:Come!

Yamafollowedhertothekitchen.

Colin:Hereisthepolony,cheeseandbreadand

drink.Ifyouarehungryeatthen,usethissmall

knifeokay.

Yamaknodherhead.

Yama:YousaidTsalawascomingtotakeusbutit's

alreadymorning.

Colin:Shejustcalledmeareshewillcomeinthe

afternoon.

Yama:Okay.

Colin:IwillleavetheTVon,youknowwherethe

toiletisakere.



Yamaknodherhead.

Colin:GoodgirlnnaIamgoingtowork.Comelock

thedooranddon'topenforanyoneunlessit's

Leboneorme.

Yama:OrTsala?

Colin:Yes

YamaclosedthedoorbehindColinthenshelocked

itandwentbacktobed.

AtTumi'sHouse

Tumituckedinhisshirtthenhepickedtwotiesand

showedBeth.

Beth:Theblackonebabe.



Tumi:Okay,soIwillcomepickyouupka..

Beth:IhavebeentryingTsala'snumberandit

doesn'tgothroughsinceyesterday.

Tumi:Iwillpassbyherhouseonmywaytowork.

Beth:Dothatgapeweplannedajointbirthdayfor

YamaandEllajaanongsheisquiet,gongwekanaI

amforcingthings.

Tumi:Maybesheisbusy,Iwillremindheraboutthe

party.

Beth:Okay!

Tumi:Loveyou!

HesaidkissingBethandleft.

AtTsala'shouse

Lebone:Thankyouforunderstanding,pleasedo

bookusanotherappointment,thanksbye!



HehungupandlookedatTsala.

Lebone:Iguesswedon'treallyhavetogoseea

gynaecologistakere,oncethepillsareoutofyour

systemthenwewillhaveababy.

Tsaladidn'tsayanything.

Lebone:Ican'tbelieveIamsayingthisbutIwanta

girl,beautifullikemummy.

Tsala:Youtrickedme.

Leboneturnedtoher.

Lebone:Whatdoyoumean?

Tsala:Youwerenotlikethiswhenwefirstmeet.

Youwerenotthismonster,youhavechanged



LeboneandIdon'tthinkIcanlivelikethisanymore.

Idon'twanttobemarriedtoamanthatscaresme.

Lebone:Andyouareanangelinallofthis?

Tsala:WhatdidIdo?What..

Shefrownedandtouchedherchest,shetooka

deepbreathandclosedhereyes.

Lebone:Goingoutcominghomelateandlying

aboutit,takingpreventionbehindmyback.You

trickedmetoo,youwerenotthatgirlwhenwemeet.

Noneofthiswouldhavehappenedifyouwerenot

doingthethingsyoudobutnoyoudon'tseeyour

mistakesonlytheonesthatImake.

Tsalakeptquiet

Lebone:Iamsorryforraisingmyhandatyou.

Tsala:Leboneyoudidn'traiseyourhandatmeyou



kickedmeandpunchedme,youbrokemy..

Acarparkedoutside,Lebonequicklystoodupand

lookedthroughthewindow.

Lebone:It'sTumi,I..Babe..

Tsala:Akereyousaidyouarenotafraidofthem,let

himcomeinandseemelikethis.

Lebone:Canwediscussthisasacoupleplease.

Tsala:..

Lebone:Iwilltellhimyouarenothere,I..Please!

Tsala:..

Leboneclosedthedoorbehindhimandandwentto

openforTumi.

Tumi:Ohhi.

Lebone:Hi,youalmostmissedmeIwasaboutto



leaveforwork.

Tumi:IamactuallylookingforTsala!

Lebone:ShetookthekidstoseemyMother,you

justmissedthem.

Tumilookedatthebrokentable.

Tumi:Andthen?

Lebone:Oh,thekidswereplayingaroundand..

Tsalacoughedinthebedroom.

Lebone:Ihavetogo,pleasecallhershe..

Tumi:Areyouwithsomeone?

Lebone:NoitmustbetheTV,we...

Tsalaopenedthebedroomdoor.



Tsala:Tumi..!

**

**
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Tsala:Tumi..!

BothTumiandLebonelookedatthedoor.Tumi

lookedatLeboneandhurriedtohislittlesister.He



lookedatherthenatLebone.

Tumi:Whatdidyou..

HejumpedonLeboneandpunchedhisjaws,"What

didyoudotoher?"hesaidpunchinghimagain.

Tsala:Tumi...Stop!Tumi!

TumipunchedLeboneagainandhefellonthe

alreadybrokentable.

Tsala:(Screaming)Tumi!

LebonepunchedTumibackandgrabbedhimbythe

tiechokinghim.Tumipressedhishandhardonhis

neckchokinghimtoo,Leboneletlooseonthetie.

"YouaregoingtokillhimTumistop"Tsalashouted



atherbrotherbuthedidn't,hepressedhardonhis

neckthenheletgoofhimandLebonestarted

coughing.

Tumi:Iwillkillyouboy,Otsaakaesebetesago

betsaNnake?

HeturnedtoTsala.

Tumi:Youhavetogotothehospital,lookatyou!

Lebonestoodupandgrabbedhiscarkeysthenhe

ranoutside.

Tumi:Howlonghasthisbeengoingon?

Tsala:Ithinkhebrokemyribs.

Tumi:What?Otsilegonyela,Iamnotlettingthisgo.

Wherearethekids,youhavetogotothehospital.



Tsala:Whatdoyoumean,I..Ileftthematyour

houseakere!

Tumi:Lebonecametopickthemupmaabane.

Tsala:What?Hedidn'tbringthemhere.

Tumi:What?

Tsala:Andhehasmyphone.

TumiwenttogethisphoneinthecarandTsala

dialedLebonebuthedidn'tpickup.

Tsala:Mybabies.

Tumi:Maybetheyareathismother'shouse.

TsaladialedMmaLebone'snumber,itrang

unansweredtwotimesthenshecalledback.

MmaLebone:Hello!

Tsala:Hello,aremykidsthere?



MmaLebone:Whoisthis?

Tsala:Ketsala,aremykidstheredidLebonebring

themthere?

MmaLebone:Notheyarenotherewhywouldhe

bringthemhere?

Shehungupandstartedcryingandpanicking

Tsala:Whatifhedidsomethingtomykids?

Tumi:Don'tpanic,wewillfindthemtryhisnumber

again.

ShedialedLeboneagainandhestilldidn'tpickup.

Shestartedcryingandshaking.

Tsala:Tumi!

Tumididn'tknowwhattodoorsay.



Tumi:IamcallingJohngoreamochekeatthe

clinic,wenaIamtakingyoutothehospital.Let'sgo.

Tsalawenttogethercoatandbrushedherteeth

thenleftTumidialingJohn'snumber.

JustafewminutesaftertheyleftOGdrovepast

Tsala'shouseandhercarwasnothome.Heparked

acrossthelittlepathunderthetreeandstayedthere

forlikeanhouruntilhegaveupandleft.

AtTheVetClinic

Johnwalkedinfuriousandwalkedpastthe

receptionistgoingstraighttoLebone'sOffice.

Receptionist:Sir?



Johnpushedopenedthedoorandtherewasnoone

inside.

John:Whereishe?

HeturnedtotheReceptionist.

Receptionist:Siryoucan'tjustburgerinhere,Mr

Marumoisnotintoday.

John:Whereishe?

Receptionist:Idon'tknowbutheisnothere!

JohnopenedallthedoorssearchingforLebonebut

hewasnotinside.Hisphonerangandhewalked

backtohiscarpickingup.

Mmoloki:Didyoufindhim,tellmeyoujustbroke



hisballs.

John:Heisnotatwork.

Mmoloki:Ofcourseheisnot,coward!

John:HebetterhideforeverbecauseifIfindhimI

sweartoGod,IsweartoGodiamgoingtokillhim.

AtTheHospital

Tumi:(ToPeteronthephone)SuresureIwillcall

youwithanyupdate.

HehungupandwalkedtowardstheDoctor.

Tumi:Doc!

Doc:Sheisfinebutyouwererightshehastwo

brokenribs.

Tumi:Thatbastard!

Doc:ButwethankGodthereisnointernalbleeding



orswealingofthebrainbecauseshesayshekicked

herhead.

Tumi:IamgoingtokillthatBastard.

Doc:Asyouknowribshealontheirownbutweare

goingtokeepherhereforafewdays.

Tumi:Pleasetakecareofher.

Doc:Iwill,don'tdoanythingyouaregoingtoregret.

Tumi:IamscaredIcan'tmakethatpromise,who

kickssomeoneinthehead?

Doc:Tumi..

Tumi:DocIamsorry,that'smybabysisterandno

onehurtsherlikethatandgetsawaywithit.Iwill

comebacklater,thanks!

Heleft.

AttheBank



Duringlunchtime,Samesatoutsidescrolling

throughherphonelookingforhousestolet.She

clickedononethatcaughthereye,itwasina

complexoffivehouses,abachelorpadwithafitted

kitchenandbedroomthoughitwasnotcomplete

yetbutitwasstatedthatitwillbemonthend.She

copiedthenumberanddialedit.

Her:Hello!

Same:HelloyouaretalkingtoSame,Ijustsawyour

housesonFacebook.

Her:Yes!

Same:Iwantabachelorpadmonthendwillitbe

available?

Her:Yesbutyouwillhavetopaydepositgorerego

beeleyone.

Same:Willitbereadythough?

Her:Yesitwillbe,redirilweketheplumbingpart

helaandafewtouches,Ipromiseitwillbeavailable

monthend.



Same:CanIseeitplease.

Her:Noproblemwhen?

Same:Todayifyoudon'tmind.

Her:Noproblem,callmewhenyouarefree!

Same:Thanks!

Shehungupandscreenshothersecondandthird

optionjustincase.

AttheRestaurant

Mox:Thekidsarenotwithmewhywouldyouask

methat,theyarewithTsala!.

Tumi:Oh,okay!

Mox:Youcan'tsayohokayelegorewhat'sgoing

onwherearemykids?

Tumi:Pleasepromisemeyouwon'ttellyourmother.

Mox:Tumiwherearemygirls?



Tumi:LookslikeTsalaandLebonegotinan

argumentandhetookthekids.

Mox:What,tookthemwhere?

Tumi:Wedon'tknowwearelookingforthemtoo.

Mox:What?Callthepoliceyou..

Tumi:No,notyet,wedon'twanttoscarehim.

Mox:Morenayouaretalkingaboutmykidshere,

givemeLebone'saddressorhisnumberplease.

Laterafterworkinghours

Beth:Hewouldn'tharmthekidswouldhe?

Tumi:Whoknowsmaybe..

Beth:Iyooo,kanammennaIhavealwaysseenthe

redflagswaitsebutkeptquiet.Firstofalltheyboth

stayinMaun,marriedbuttheystayseparatelyand

yourememberlastnewyearkegoraakereI

overheardthemarguinggoreTsalahuggedJohn's

friend.



Tumi:LetsilegonyelaLebonenyanalateng,ke

tsilegoletima.

Beth:IthinkweshouldgotothePolicenow.

Tumi:TsalaOrilewewillgoifthekidsarenotback

tonight.SheisscaredforMmaMoxtohearthis

becausesomethingmighthappentoherorene

Lebonemightdosomethingtothem.

Beth:Eish!Babeifyouseehimdon'tdoanything

stupidplease.

Tumi:Ketsilegomothubamaekemohohora

meno.(Iamgoingtobreakhisballsandallhis

teeth)

AtColin'sHouse

ColinclickedhertonguewhiletryingLebone's

numberfortheforthtimestillwithnoanswer.

"Auntycanwegoplayoutsidenow?"Yamaasked

andColinknodherhead.Thetwogirlsranoutside.



MeanwhilethelandlorddroveinwithSameand

parkedinfrontofthehousethatwasunder

construction.Samelookedoutsideatthetwolittle

girlswhowereplayingoutside,shehadseenthem

butnotsurefromwhere,Yamaturnedaroundand

sherecognisedher.ShewasTsala'sdaughterand

theotheronewasMox'sotherdaughter.

Sheandthelandlordbothsteppedoutofthecar

andwentinsidethebachelorpad.Shelooked

aroundanditwasperfect.

Landlord:Youwillhaveyourownmeterbox.

Same:Okay!

Landlord:Sowhatdoyouthink?

Same:It'sperfect,Iwillsendthedeposittomorrow.

Landlord:Okay,youcanlookaroundwhileItalkto

theothertenants.



Samewalkedaroundpicturingwhereshewas

goingtoputtheTVandbedthenshewentoutside.

Same:Yamasa?

Yamaturnedtoher.

Same:Youstayhere,whereisyourfather?

Yama:Heisatwork!

Same:Eheee,yokeRati?

Yama:Yes!

Same:Okay!

Colincamefrominsidethehouse"Girlsdon'tplay

outsidetheyardokay"shesaidtothegirlsandthey

knodtheirheadsthenshewentbackinsidethe

house.Samerolledhereyeswalkingtothecar

dialingMox.



Mox:Hello!

Same:Heywenaanduglygirls,wheredidyouget

thatonewabadhairlineIswearIthoughtshewas

jetlimofilimingtsashaolintemple?

Mox:What?

Same:IusedtothinkYamasawasnotyoursnowI

believesheisyourdaughterthewaysheisugly,

ekareaboyebiletheyoungestisbetter.

Mox:Wheredidyouseethem?

Same:Iamgoingtobeyourneighbor,Iammoving

inthebachelorpadmonthend.

Mox:Whatareyousayingneh,bachelorpadwhere?

Whereareyou?

Same:Uhu,youdon'tstayhere,Iassumedyoudo

kebonayourkids?

Mox:Where,justgivemethedirectionsnowand

don'tleavepleasemakesuretheydon'tgo

anywhereuntiwegetthere.



HetappedhisBrother'sshoulder.

Mox:Someoneareshesawthekids.

Mox'sbrothergrabbedthecarkeysandtheyleft.

**

**
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Mox:Someoneareshesawthekids.



Mox'sbrothergrabbedthecarkeysandtheyleft.

AtColin's

Mox'sbrotherparkedoutsidebythegateandMox

steppedoutandhurriedtoSamewhowasstanding

bythewall.

Mox:Hey,where..

Same:What'sgoingon?

Mox:Wheredidyouseethem?

Same:Thesecondhouse.

Moxopenedthegateandheandhisbrotherwent

inside."Papa"RatirecognisedMoxandtheyranto

him.



Mox:Areyouokay?

Yama:Yes,haveyoucometogetus?

Mox:Yes!

Shefollowedthekidstothehousewheretheywent

togettheirshoes.

Yama:WearegoingAunty!

Colin:Withwho?

SheaskedstandingupandmeetwithMox.

Mox:Hi,whereisLebone?

Colin:Didhesendyouhere?

Mox:Nohedidn't,whereishe?Doyouknowthathe

kidnappedthesekids?

Colin:(Panicked)Lookhejustbroughtthekidshere

yesterdayandsaidhewillcomegetthem.Hesaid



theywereTsala'skids,I..PleaseIjuststarted

workingIdon'twanttogetintrouble.(Crying)I

swearIdidn'tknowhestolethekidshe..

Mox:It'sfine,IbelieveyoubutIamtakingthekids.

Colin:Whoareyou?

Mox:Iamtheirfather.

Colin:Okay!

Shewipedhertearsandwatchedastheyleft."Bye

Aunty,wewillvisitsomeday"Yamasaidwavingat

Colinthenshewavedbackandclosedherdoor

furious,shepickedupherphoneanddialedLebone

buthisnumberstilldidn'tgothrough.

OutsideintheCar

SamesatatthefrontwithMox'sbrotherwhileMox

satatthebackwiththekids.



Mox:Areyouokay,didyoueat?

Yama:Yes!

Rati:Auntyalsogaveusicecream.

Sameturnedaroundandlookedatthemthenshe

smiled.

Mox:Thankyou!

Same:Sure!

MoxtookouthisphoneanddialedTumi.

Tumi:Hi!

Mox:Ifoundthekids.

Tumi:OhwethankGod,aretheyokay,are..

Mox:Theyseemfineandlooksliketheywerewell

treated.



Tumi:AndLebone?

Mox:Thatoneene,mxm!

Tumi:Takethemtomyhouse.

Mox:Sure!

AtRraTumi'sHouse

RraTumiandLeboneshookhandsthenhesatdown.

Marriamexcusedherselfandwenttothekitchen

leavingthetwomenalone.

RraTumi:Leteng?

Lebone:Eerra!

RraTumi:Ee!

Marriambroughttwoglassesofdrinkandputon

thetable.



RraTumi:Thankyou.

Leboneclearedhisthroatandrubbedhishands

together.

Lebone:Imadeaverybigmistake.

RraTumilookedathim.

Lebone:IletmyangergetthebestofmeandI

raisedmyhandatmywife.

RraTumi:Youdidwhat?

Lebone:Iamheretoaskforyourforgiveness,I..

RraTumi:Whenyousaidyouwanttomarrymy

daughterwhatdidItellyou?

Lebone:Iamtrulysorry,I..

RraTumi:Itoldyougoreneverinyourliferaiseyour

handatherdidn'tItellyouthat?



Lebone:Youdid,pleaseforgiveme.Imadea

mistake,pleaseforgiveme.

RraTumikeptquiet.

Lebone:Pleaseforgiveme,Iletmyangergetthe

bestofmeandI..

Helookeddownandrubbedhishands,hekept

quietforafewminutesthenheraisedhishead.

Lebone:Whenyourwifecheatsonyou..(Tooka

deepbreath)ButIstilldidn'thavetoraisemyhand

ather.

RraTumi:WareTsalaischeatingonyou?

Lebone:Yes!Icalledtoaskherwheresheisand

shesaidshewashomewiththekidskanteshe

wenttodropthekidsatTumi'sandwentwhereonly

sheandherloverknows,shecamehomeafter



midnightandwhenIaskedhergoreotswakaeshe

wouldn'tsay,Igotangryandraisedmyhandather,

Iamreallysorry.

RraTumikeptquiet.

Lebone:Icameheretoapologiseandaskfor

guidancebecauseIdon'twanttoloosemywife.

RraTumi:YoushouldapologisetoTsalanottome.

Lebone:IwishIcouldbutTumitookherandIdon't

knowwhere.

RraTumi:Tumi?

AttheHospital

TumigaveTsalathephone,shewipedhertearsand

sniffed.



Tsala:Yama!

Yama:Auntysaidyouwerecomingtogetusbut

youdidn't.

Tsala:Iamsorry.DidAuntytreatyouwell?

Yama:Yes.

Tsala:AndRati?

"GivemethephoneIwanttospeaktoo"Ratisaidin

thebackgroundthentheystartedfightingforthe

phone.

Beth:Mmhmmh!Stopit.

Sheputonloudspeaker.

Tsala:Jaanongyouarefighting?

Rati:IwantedtospeaktoyouandYama..

Tsala:Don'tfight.



Rati:Okay!

Tsala:Yamaisolderthanyouyoushouldnotfight

her.

Rati:Eemma!.

Tsala:Yama,neverfightyourlittlesisterokay,you

shouldprotecthernotfighther.

Yama:Shewas..

Tsala:Noexcuses,whatdidIsay?

Yama:Ishouldprotecther.

Tsala:Good,Iwillbehomeinafewdaysokay,

behavewellanddon'tfight.Ifyoufighttherewon't

becakeandapartyokay?

Yama:Okay!

Tsala:Rati?

Yama:Okay!

Tsala:Bye!

ShehungupandgavethephonetoTumi.



Tumi:Youarepressingchargesright?

Tsala:...

Tumi:Tsalathisguyalmostkilledyou.Lookatyou,

haveyouseenyourself?

Tsala:It'snotlikeIaminnocentinallofthis,I..

Tumi:Itdoesn'tmatterwhatyoudidhehadnoright

tobeatyoulikethis.Leronawegetwrongedbutwe

don'tbeatanyone.

Tsala:..

Tumi:Pleasetellmeyouarenotgoingbacktothat

managain.

Tsala:..

Tumisteppedbackandscratchedhishead.

Tumi:Youarewrongifyouthinkheisgoingtostop,

theseabusersneverstop.



Tsala:Everymarriagehaditsupsanddowns,we..

Tumi:Abusegasediupsanddowns,maybeone

slapyesnotthis,totaevenoneslapshouldsend

youpacking,hekickedyouintheheadandbroke

yourribsandyoustillwanttogoback,youhavea

childatleastthinkabouther.

Tsala:..

Tumi:IfyouaregoingbackthenIamtakingYama

oryouaretakingherbacktoMmaMox.

Tsala:What?

Tumi:Youheardme,akereyouarechoosingtogo

backtoyourabuser,notwithYama,shestayswith

meorshegoesbacktoMmaMox.

Tsala:Sheismychildyoucan't..

Tumi:NotifIcanprovegorethatenvironmentis

notsafeforher.Itsyourchoice,yourabuseroryour

child.

Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandleft.



Dayslater...

**
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Dayslater..

Bethfoldedthekidsclothesandputonthetable

thenshecalledtheeldesttotakethemtotheir

bedroom.Tumicameintalkingtothephoneand

kissedherthenhesatdown.



Tumi:Okayfine,suresure!

Hehungupandsmiledathiswife.

Tumi:MmirwawantsmetojointheirSundaysoccer

team.

Beth:Youshouldebileyouaregettingfatthese

days.

Tumi:Iam?

Beth:HahahaIamkidding.

SheclearedherthroatandlookedatTumi.

Tumi:What?

Beth:Idon'twantyoutothinkIdon'tlikeYamaor

whatbecauseIreallyloveherbutbabe,inamonth

therewillbeanewborninthehouse,mygirlscan



baththemselvesforschool,whatamIgoingtodo

kaYama?

Tumi:Weagreedforanannyakere!

Beth:Ican'tTumi,letYamagobacktoMmaMox

becausennaIcan't.

Tumi:Babe,she..

Beth:No!WehelpedTsalakangwanafromdayone,

thisisthetimeforhertobeamotherwecan'tbe

stilltakingcareofYamasaTsalaeneelelekgarebe

likeshedoesn'thaveachild.

Tumi:IhearyouandIrespectyou..

Beth:Butnothing,eitherTsalatakesherchildorshe

goesbacktoSerule.Youwillallhatemeifyoudo

butno,Iunderstandshewillforeverbeyourbaby

sisterbutno.Lethertakeherchildtothathome

akereclearlyshedoesn'tseeanythingwrongwith

herhusband.WhenisshegoingtobeaMother,the

timeisnow,gatwemosadiOtswarathipako

bogaleng.



Tumikeptquiet.

Beth:Iamsorry,Iwouldratherbehatedandcalled

namesbut..

Tumi:Idon'thateyou!

Bethletoutafadesmile.

Beth:Gapetheydon'tstaytogetherakereLebone

hashisownhouse.

Tumi:Iknow,Ijustdon'twantYamatowitness

somethingstota,sheisjustababy.

Beth:Metoobut..

Tumi:It'sfinebabe,IwilltalktoTsala.

Hestoodupandkissedheragainthenhewentto

thebedroom.



AttheHospital

MmolokiopenedthecardoorforTsalaandshegot

insidethenhehelpedherwiththeseatbelt.He

closedthedoorandwentovertothepassenger

side.

Tsala:Thanks!

Mmoloki:Youarewelcome.

Theydroveinsilenceuntiltheyarrivedbythe

robots.Tsalalookedoutsideandtookadeepbreath.

Tsala:Tumiisbeingunfair.

Mmoloki:Ishe?

Tsala:IamYama'smotherandIwouldneverput

mydaughterinasituationthatdoesn'tfavourher.

Mmoloki:Doyouthinkshewillgrowupahappy



childafterwitnessinghermotherabused?

Tsala:LeboneandI..

Mmoloki:Answerme!Yesyousaidhesnapped,

whathappensnexttimehesnapsinfrontofYama?

Tsala:..

Mmoloki:Iagreegorengwanakewagagobutthink

what'sbestforher?

Tsalatookadeepbreath.Shelookedoutsideuntil

theyarrivedatherhouse.Mmolokihelpedhertothe

houseandshelaidonthesofa.

Mmoloki:Areyousureyouaregoingtobeokay?

Tsala:Yes.

Mmoloki:Okay!Iwillseeyoulaterthen.

Tsala:Lockupandthrowthekeyinbythewindow.

Mmoloki:Sure!



Helockedandthrewthekeysinbythewindow.

Tsalalaidonthesofalookingupattheceiling,she

andclosedhereyes,twominuteslatersheopened

hereyesandreachedfortheTVremote,she

switchedtheTVon,wentthroughthechannelsthen

shewenttothekitchentogetsomethingtoeat.

Therewasaknockoutside.Shelistenedincarefully.

Thepersoncontinuedknocking.

Tsala:Whoisit?

Lebone:It'sme.

Tsalawalkedtothedoor.

Tsala:WhatdoyouwantLebone?

Lebone:(Crying)Canwetalkplease.

Tsala:Iamlistening.



Lebone:Pleasebabeopenthedoor,Iamsorryfor

whathappened,Ididn'tmeantohurtyou.

Tsala:..

Lebone:PleaseforgivemebabeIhavespokento

yourfatherandIagreedtogotoanger

managementclasses.

Tsalaopenedthedoor.Lebonewalkedinand

huggedher.

Tsala:Ouch,youarehurtingme.

Lebonesteppedbackandwipedhistears.

Lebone:Iamsorry,IknowIdon'tdeserveyour

forgivenessbutpleaseforgivemebabe!

Tsala:..

Lebone:Iwanttochange,Iwanttocontrolmy



angerpleasehelpmebecauseIdon'twanttoloose

you.

Tsala:Ican'thelpyouLeboneyouhavetohelp

yourself.

Lebone:That'swhyIhavestartedanger

managementclasses,doyouthinkIlikethisperson

Ihavebecome?NoIdon't.Idon'tlikethatIhurtyou,

Ihatemyselfrightnow.

Tsalasteppedback.

Lebone:Pleaseforgiveme.

Tsala:..

Lebone:PleasebabeIdon'twanttolooseyou.

Tsala:..

Leboneclearedhisthroat.



Lebone:Iwilltrytofindsomeonewhowillhelpyou

aroundthehousewhileyouarenotable.

Tsalawenttositdown.

Tsala:CanIhavemyphoneplease!

AtOG'sOffice

Hesignedafewpapersandgavetohisemployee

thenhewentoutsidetohiscartalkingtothephone.

OG:Ihadmyfootinwithher,Iwasgoingtoknow

hiseverymovekaenebutnowsheisnottakingmy

callsanymore.Somethinghappenedthatscared

her.

Friend:Thereisanotherwaytoexposegorethey

areillegalpoachersandthattheirbusinessesdon't

bringinlotsofmoneyliketheywanttomakepeople



believe.Whomakesmillionskavetclinicandhiring

helicopters?Howmanypeoplegoforflightscenic

inaweekend?

OG:Wheredoistart?

Friend:Akerewarehehasotherwivestrythem.

OG:No,notheyaretooloyal.Letme..

Hisphonerangandhesmiled.

OG:Guesswhoiscalling,dropaIwillcallyouback?

Friend:Who?

OG:Tsala!

AttheRestaurant

Samesatatthefarendoftherestauranteating

busyonherphone."Isthisseattaken?"Same

raisedhereyesandlookedattheman.



Same:Yesitis!

Man:Idon'tseeanyone.

Hesaidsittingdown.Samehadherfoodinsilence

thenshesippedonherdrink.

Him:Romeo!

HesaidextendinghishandandTsalapretendednot

tohearhim.

Him:Haha!

Tsalaraisedhereyes.

Tsala:Didyoutakethisseattocomeharassme?



Him:NoIjustwanttobuyyouadrink.

Tsaka:DoilooklikeIcan'taffordmyowndrink?Do

youknowwhoIam,whereIwork?Gakechamiwe

kedicheapdrinks.

Themanlaughedandstoodup.

Man:IamsorryIdidn'tmeantooffendyou.

Samealsostoodupandtheyfollowedeachother

outside.Shewalkedtowardthetaxisandtheman

unlockedhiswhiteToyotafortuner.Same'seyes

poppedashegotinside,shehurriedtowardshim

andknockedonthewindowandthemanrolled

downhiswindow.

Same:Aboutthatdrink.

Him:Iheardyouloudandclearthatyoucanafford

yourowndrink.



Hesaidrollingupthewindow.

**
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Same:Aboutthatdrink.

Him:Iheardyouloudandclearthatyoucanafford

yourowndrink.

Hesaidrollingupthewindow.Sameknockedon



thewindowagainandherolleditdownlaughing.

Same:Letmebuyyouadrinkthen.

TheManthoughtforasecondthenhesteppedout

ofthecarandtheywalkedbackintherestaurant.

TheysatdownwhereSamesatbeforeandshe

calledthewaiter.

Same:CanIhaveapplejuiceplease!

Him:Same!

TheWaiterleftthenhelookedatSame!

Romeo:Whatmadeyouchangeyourmind?

Same:IrealisedIwasrude.

Romeo:Thatcaroutsideismyfather's.

Same:Okay!



Romeo:Justsoweareclear,don'tsayImislead

you.

Same:Hahahaha!

Theirdrinksarrivedandshesippedonhers.

Romeo:Neverseenyouaround.

Same:IhavebeestayinginGaborone.

Romeo:Ohokay!

Hesippedinhisdrinktooandclearedhisthroat.

Romeo:Freshgraduate?

Same:Yes!

Romeo:Thestartofdepressionyaunemployment.

Same:Eish,IamluckyIgotajobrightafterschool.

Romeo:PleasegivemeyourDoctor'sname.



Same:Hahaha!

Therewasalittleawkwardmoment.

Romeo:Soyouhaveaboyfriend?

Same:NoandIamnotlookingforaboyfriend.

Romeo:Oh,okay!CanIbefirstinthelineincase

onedayyoudecideyouwanttostartlooking.

Same:Itmighttakealongtime.

Romeo:Iwillwaitwithfaith.

Theybothlaughedandexchangednumbers.

Laterthatnight

OGknockedsoftlyatthebackdoorandTsala

openedforhim.Hewalkedinandsheclosedthe

doorbehindhim.



OG:Hi!.

Tsala:Hi!Wheredidyouparkyourcar?

OG:Outsidefarfromhere.

Tsalaleadhimtothesittingroom,justasshewas

abouttositdownhepulledherintohimandhugged

her.Shewrappedherarmsaroundhimtooandthey

hugged.Theyremainedlikethatforaboutthree

minutesthenTsalapulledback.

OG:Iwasworriedaboutyou!

Tsala:Iamfine.

OG:Noyouarenot.

Hesaidtracinghisthumbonherlipsthenheleaned

overandkissedher.



Tsala:OGstop,thatisnotwhyIcalledyouhere.I..

Theothertimebytheriver,itwasfunbutalsoa

mistake,youaremyhusband'sbrotherandwhat

happenedbetweenustherewasamistakeandit

canneverhappenagain.

OG:Osure?

Tsala:YesIamsurewhatkindofaquestionisthat?

OG:Youdon'tsoundlikeyoumeanit.

Tsala:WellIdo!

OG:Youcouldhavetoldmethatoverthephone.

Tsala:WellIwantedtotellyoufacetoface.

OG:Okay,Icantellitsnotyourhearttalkingbutit's

fine.

Tsala:Thankyou!Youcanleavenow!

OGfollowedhertothekitchen,sheopenedthedoor

andsteppedout.



OG:Bye!

Tsala:Bye!

Sheclosedthedoorandtouchedherchest,what

waswrongwithher?

TheFollowingMorning.

Sameopenedthecardoorandgotinsidefixingher

skirt.

Romeo:Youlookbeautiful.

Same:Thanks!

ShepulledtheseatbeltasRomeoreversedintothe

gravel.

Same:Isthisyourfather'scartoo?



Romeo:Hahahayes,ItoldyougoreIdon'thavea

carakere.

Same:Oseriouskante?

Romeo:Yes!

Hedroppedheroffatwork.

Same:Thanks!

Romeo:Iwillpickyouupwhenyouknockoff.

Same:Thanks!

Shesteppedoutandwavedathimthenshewent

insidethebank.

AtTsala'sHouse

Tsalawokeuptoherphoneringing,shepickedup

stillsleepyandputonloudspeaker.



Tsala:Hello!

MmaMox:Aoyouarestillsleeping?

Tsala:Hahayes.

MmaMox:OkaeMmabontle,it'sherbirthdaykana

today.

Tsala:Bathong,Icompletelyforgot,theyareat

Tumi'shousebutheisbringingthemovertoday.

MmaMox:Eheee,howisRatiisshenottroubling

you?

Tsala:No,notatall.

MmaMox:Okaycallmewhentheyarewithyou.

Tsala:Eemma!

MmaMox:AreheboughtYamashoesMoemedi?

Tsala:Hahayesandaschoolbagandsocks,di

shirtsandvests.

MmaMox:Ngwanakebathong,Iamproudofhim,

kanathatiswhatafatherdoes.



Tsala:Nnyaahereallytriedthistimearound.

MmaMox:Yeah,anywaybye.

Tsala:Shapo!

Shehungupandasshewasabouttofallasleep

againtherewasloudbangingatthedoor.Sheput

onhergownandwenttoopenthedoor,Yamaand

RatiraninsideandhuggedherfollowedbyTumi.

Yama:Doyouknowwhatdayititistoday?

Tsala:Awwwmybabyissixyearstoday.

Rati:Whereisthecake?

Tumi:Shemadeussingforherphakelakasix.

Tsala:Hahaha!

Yama:TsalacallMama!

ShedialedMmaMoxandgaveherthephone.



Tumi:Howareyou?

Tsala:Iamfine!

Tumisatdown,Tsalaalsosatdownandfixedher

gown.

Tumi:Sohaveyoudecided?

Tsala:Iwouldneverputmychildinharmsway

TumiandsheisalreadyregisteredkwanoIcan't

takeherbacktoSerule.

Tumi:Okay!

Tsala:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Tumi:SoyouaretakingLeboneback?

Tsala:Hehasstartedtherapyandheistryingto

change.

Tumi:Ifeelhopeless.

Tsala:Tumi!

Tumi:IrememberwhenyouwerebornIwasfifteen,



IcamefromschoolandheardyoucryinginMama's

room,Iwenttolookandyouweresotinyand

beautiful.

Tsalasmiled.

Tumi:Iwassohappy,thathadtobeoneofthe

happiestdaysofourlives.Itwasacelebrationat

homethatfinallywehadababysister.Youwere

everyone'sfavourite.IvowedgoreIwillprotectyou

allyourlifebutnow..Idon'tknowhowtoprotect

youwhenyoukeepmakingsuchdecisions.

Tsala:(Crying)Tumi!

Tumi:IfeellikeIfailedasabigbrother.

Tsala:Noyouhaven't!

Tumi:Iknowthemindofanabuser,heistryingdi

therapytomakeyouthinkheischanging,two

monthsfromnowheisgoingtogobacktohisold

ways,youaregoingtokeeponforgivinghimuntil

youcan'tanymore.TsalaIcan'ttellyouwhotolove



Iamjustaskingasaparent,asaconsernedbrother,

asaconsernedUncletotakebackYamauntil

Lebonehaschanged.

Tsala:(Sniffedandwipedhertears)

Tumi:Please,untilyouseethechangeinLebone

that'swhenyoucangogether.

Tsala:(Crying)Okay!

Tumi:Thankyou,ifIcan'tprotectyouthenatleast

letmeprotectYama.

Tsalaknodherheadandwipedhertears.

Tsala:IwilltalktoMmaMoxbecauseYamacan't

staywithyouwiththebabyonthewayitwillbea

burdentoBeth.

Tumi:Thankyou!Iwasthinkinggorewecangoto

whereMamawasburiedtodayjusttoputflowers

thentakethekidsout,buyacakewhilewewaitto

celebratekaSaturday.



Tsala:Iwouldlovethat.

Tumi:OkayletmegobuysomethingforBeththenI

willcomegetyouguys.

Tsala:Sure!

HeleftandTsalaswitchedonthegyser.Whileshe

stilllookedforsomethingtowearsheheardacar

parkoutside."Uncle"thegirlssaidandshewent

backtothesittingroom.

Lebone:Hey!

Tsala:Hi!

HepickedupYamaandkissedher.

Lebone:HappybirthdayPrincess.

Yama:Thankyou!

Lebone:Areyoureadyforyourpresent?Let'sgo!



Thegirlsfollowedhimtothecar,Tsalastoodbythe

doorandlooked.

Yama:Bicycle,yesyesIgotabicycle.

Tsalasmiled.

Lebone:Andthisoneisforyou?

Rati:Igotabicycletoo?Yes,Tsalabona!

Tsala:It'sbeautiful.

Lebonewalkedtoher.

Lebone:Iwasscaredtobuyjustforthebirthdaygirl.

Tsala:Youdidgreat.



"Tsalabona"Yamasaidcycling.

Tsala:Goodgirl.

Lebone:Weshoulddosomethingasafamilyfor

Yama.

Tsala:Oh,wealreadyhaveplans.Wearegoingto

haveasmallpickinicforthegirlsbeforethebig

partykaSaturday.

Lebone:Great!

Tsala:IhopeyouunderstandwhyIamnotinviting

you,I..

Lebone:Iunderstand,anywayleavemewithyour

keysIwanttofixtheTVstand.

Tsala:Okay!

LaterthatAfternoon

Ditshegolaidontheragunderthetreelisteningto



thefiveo'clocknews."InothernewsPoliceinMaun

areinvestigatingacaseofwhichhumanremainsof

amanwerefoundinanoldboreholeinthe

cattlepostofTsanokona"Ditshegoquicklyswitched

offtheradioandbreathedoutcontinuously

touchingherchest.

**
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"InothernewsPoliceinMaunareinvestigatinga

caseofwhichhumanremainsofamanwerefound

inanoldboreholeinthecattlepostofTsanokona"



Ditshegoquicklyswitchedofftheradioand

breathedoutcontinuouslytouchingherchest.

Lebo:Areyouokay?

Ditshegojuststaredatherlikeshedidn'thearher.

Lebo:Mama!

Ditshego:What?

Lebo:Areyouokay?

Ditshego:Iamfine.

Shesatuprightstilltouchingherchestandher

heartwasbeatingloudandfast.

AtTsala'shouse



Lebonelookedoutsidebeforeheopenedhislaptop

tocheckifallcameraswereconnectedandhe

couldseeeveryroom.Heclosedthelaptopandleft.

AtthePark

Happybirthdaytoyou everyonesangtoYama

asshecutthecake.Tsala'sphonerangandshe

excusedherselfgoingalittlefurthertowardsthe

pond.

Tsala:Hi!

Mox:Hey,canIgetthegirlslateronforicecream

anddinner.

Tsala:WaitseyoukeeponsurprisingmeMox.

Mox:What,whenIdon'tdoyoucomplainwhenido

youaresurprised!

Tsala:Noitsnotlikethat,youcancomegetthem

laterthen.



Mox:Surethanks!

Shehungupandwentbacktothekids.Shehelped

themgetintheswimmingpoolandmadesurethey

weresafethenshesatdownenjoyinghercake.She

foundherselfsmilingalonethensearchedthelyrics

ofthesongshelistenedtowithOGthenshe

downloadeditandputonrepeatmodewithone

headsetinherear.

Yama:Tsalalook!

ShesaidsplashingwateronherfaceandTsala

laughed.

Rati:LookIcanwalkinsidethepool.

Tsala:Good!

Sherestedherheadagainstthechairandsmiled.



Shecouldstillsmellhiscologne,itwasnotstrong

butmusclingandsexy.

OG:Areyouthinkingaboutme?

Tsalaopenedhereyesthenquicklystoodup.She

lookedaroundandtherewasnoone.Whatwas

happeningtoher?

AtDitshego'sHouse

RomeoparkedbythegateandSameremovedthe

seatbelt.

Same:Thankyouagainforthelift.

Romeo:Youarewelcome.Lookmybrotheris

comingfromDelhiwithhisfiancé,wewillbe

meetingherforthefirsttimesotherewillbealittle

somethingathomethisSaturday,Iwouldlovefor



youtocome.Asafriendofcourse.

Same:Really?

Romeo:Yes!

Same:Okay,sureIwillcome.

Romeo:Thanks!

Sameopenedthedoorandsteppedout."Bye"she

saidbeforesheclosedthedoorandwalkedtothe

house.Romeosmiledaloneandreversedgoing

backhome.

LaterthatEvening

"Papa"thegirlsjumpedonMoxandhepickedthem

bothup.

Tsala:Whereareyougoing?

Mox:Wearegoingoutforpizzaandicecream.



Tsala:Okay,havefun.

Shewalkedthemtothecarandwaveduntilthecar

leftthenshewentbackinsidethehouse.Shelaid

onthesofaandclosedhereyes.Herphonevibrated

andshepickeditup.ItwasansmsfromOG"Ican't

stopthinkingaboutyou".Tsalaputthephonedown

andtookadeepbreath.Anothersmscamethrough.

OG:IhaveneverbeenjealousofmybrotherlikeI

amnow.

Tsalajustreadthetextandputthephonedown

again.Anothersmscamethroughandshedidn't

botherreadingit.

AttheMall.

MoxtookouttheDNAtestkithepurchasedmonths



agoandlookedathisgirls.

Mox:BeforewegoinsideIneedtocheckifyour

gumsarehealthyenoughforicecream.

Yama:Minearehealthy.

Mox:Letmesee,Ifthisthingchangescolourthenit

meanstheyarenothealthy.

HesaidswabbingYama'sgumsthenhedidRati's

thenheputthesticksbackintheboxreadytomail

tothelab.

Mox:Wow,goodgirl,nowyoucanbothhaveice

cream.

Theychearedexcitedlyandtheyallwentinsidethe

restaurant.



Thesamedaylaterthatnight

Samewokeuptohermothermumblinginhersleep.

"Mama"shecalledherbutDitshegowouldn'twake

up.Shegotupfromherbedandshookhermother.

Same:Mama!

Ditshegograbbedherbytheneckandchokedher.

"Satan"shesaidchokingherhard,Samescreamed,

Leboswitchedonthelightsandhelpedhersister.

Samefellbackcoughingtouchingherneck.

Same:Mama!

Ditshegorealiseditwasjustabaddream.

Same:Youalmostkilledme.



Ditshego:Iamsorry!

Lebocamewithaglassofwaterandgaveher

mother.

Lebo:Elegorewhathaveyoubeendreamingabout?

Ditshego:It'snothing.

Lebo:Itcan'tbenothingyoualmostkilledme.

DitshegogaveLebotheglassofwaterandgotback

intobed.Herheartbeathardagainstherskin.

DayslateronaSaturdayMorning

TheDecopeoplesetupthedecowhileTsala,Beth

andJohn'sgirlfriendwereinthehousefixingthe

snacksfortheparty.Tsalastoodbythedoorand

lookedupatthegreysky.



Tsala:Canitpleasenotrainforatleastfivehours

helangwanakeaenjoyherparty.

Beth:Waiit'sgoingtorain,thankGodthedeco

peoplebroughtatentjustincase.

Shelookedupattheskyagainsighed.Yamaranto

thekitcheninherpinkbarbiedressandtiara.

Yama:Tsalalookatmydress.

Tsala:YoulookbeautifulBabeee!

ShekissedherthenYamawentbacktoplayoutside

AtMox'sWork

Moxsteppedasideandpickeduphiscallfromthe

lab.



Mox:Hello,ohtheresultsareready?okay,okay

thanks.

Hesatdownandopenedhisemails,herefreshed

themandthereitwasatthetopofhisemails,the

DNAresults.Hetookaverylongdeepbreathand

clickedonthemail,heclosedhiseyesthenhe

slightlyopenedthem,hereadeverythingandhis

heartskipped.Heputhisphonedownandputhis

handsabovehisheadthenhegrabbedhisphone

anddialedTsala.

**
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Moxtookaverylongdeepbreathandclickedon

themail,heclosedhiseyesthenheslightlyopened

them,hereadeverythingandhisheartskipped.He

puthisphonedownandputhishandsabovehis

headthenhegrabbedhisphoneanddialedTsala.

Tsala:Hiletmefinishsomethinghereand..

Mox:GiveYamathephone.

Tsala:Iseverythingokay?

Mox:Yes!

Tsalawalkedoutsidewherethegirlswerejumping

onthetrampolineandgaveYamathephone.

Yama:Hello!



Mox:Baby,Daddylovesyouokay!

Yama:Iloveyoutoo.

Mox:Iloveyoumorethananythinginthisworld

okay.

Yama:Okay,canIgoplaynow?

ShegaveTsalathephonebeforeMoxsaidgoodbye

andcontinuedjumping.

Tsala:Hello!

Mox:Aongwanawagagokemofaleratolelekana

kanaaboanchiela.

Tsala:Sheisbusywiththetrampoline.

Mox:Savemeasliceofcake.

Tsala:Okay!

Mox:Sure!

Hehungupandsatdownonthebench



overwhelmed.

Boss:Areyouokay?

Mox:Yes!

Boss:Okayyourcustomersarewaiting.

Justashewasabouttostanduphisphonerang.

Mox:Hey!

Tebby:And?

Mox:Sheismine.

Tebby:Wabonayoualmostabandonedyour

daughterkadilodisele?

Mox:Yeah,Ifeelbadnowbecause,i..EversinceI

foundoutshemightnotbemychildIhavebeen

treatingherdifferentthanRati.

Tebby:Makeupforitthen.

Mox:Iwill!Ihavetogo,bye!



Hehungupandwentbacktowork.

AtDitshego'shouse

Samesatonthebedandsighed,shegrabbedher

phoneandsentRomeoapleasecallmebackand

heimmediatelycalled.

Romeo:Hey!

Same:WhatshouldIwearnerra,I..Idon'twantto

overdressor..

Romeo:Hahahajustanything.

Same:CanIwearashortdresskadiblockheels?

Romeo:Yes!

Same:Aahyouarenothelpingwaitse.

Romeo:Justwearwhatyouwillbecomfortablein.

Same:Shapo!



Shehungupandoptedtoweararoyalbluelaceup

backlesssplitthighsatindressthatmatchedher

handbagandblackblockheelsthenshedidalittle

eyelinerandfoundationthensheleft.

BackatTumi'shouse

Everyoneranintothetentastherainpoured."Is

everyoneinside?"Bethaskedandallthekidswere

inside.

Tsala:Thisblodyrain.

Beth:Let'scutthecakemmagagonakaplan.

AtRomeo'sHouse

RomeoparkedinthegarageandlookedatSame.



Romeo:Don'tbenervousit'sjustmyfamily.

Same:HowcanInotbenervous,yourgarageisthe

sizeofourwholeyard.

Romeo:So?Justbeyourself.

Sameknodherheadandtheywentinsidewhere

therewereonlywhitepeople.Romeoheldherhand

andshesmiled.Heintroducedhertohiscousins.

"Behonesthepaidyoutobehisdateright?"theyall

laughed.

Romeo:Mxmdon'tmindthem.Letmeintroduce

youtomyparents.

TheywalkedovertothemandRomeointroduced

her.

MrsEvans:Nicetomeetyou!



Same:Thankyou!

Romeoheldherhandandtheywalkedtohisbrother.

Hetappedhimandheturnedaround.Same

coughedintoherhandandlookedaway.

Romeo:Areyouokay?

Same:Water,water!

Romeograbbedherabottleandopeneditforher.

Romeo:Areyouokay?

Sameknodherhead.

Brother:Areyousure?



Sheknodherhead.

Romeo:ThisismybrotherEthan,Ethanthisis

Same.

Ethan:Nicetomeetyou.

Same:Same!Pleaseexcusemewhereisthe

bathroom.

Romeoshowedher.Shehurriedtothebathroom

andtookadeepbreathlookingatherselfinthe

mirror,foraminutethereshethoughtthebrother

wasMarco,shesighedrelievedthenshepowdered

hernoseandwentback.

Romeo:Osureyouareokay?

Same:Yeah!

Hegaveheraglassofchampagneandtheywentto

sitdown.



Same:Howcomeyouandyourparentsandbrother

don'tlookthesame?

Romeo:I..Mybiologicalmotherusedtoworkfor

them,shepassedawaywhenIwastwoandthey

adoptedme.

Same:Eheee!Iamsorry!

Romeo:It'sfine.

Samelookedatthebigfamilyportraitonthewall.

Same:Soit'sjustyouandEthan?

Romeo:Yes,youwantmetoshowyouthehouse

whilewewaitforthepartytogetstarted.

Romeo:Okay!

Heheldherhandandtheystartedwiththekitchen.



Thesameevening

Tsalaputasliceofcakeinaplateandwentoutside

whereMoxwaschattingwithJohnandPeter.

Tsala:Here!

Mox:Thanks!

Tsalasatafewchairsfromhimandcrossedher

legslookingatthephotosfromearlier.

Tsala:Waitsetherainruinedourpartybathong

mxm.

Moxsatnexttoherandtheylookedatthephotos

together.

Mox:Shelookedbeautiful.



Tsala:Akere,lookatthisone!

Mox:Mmmh!Iwonderwhatwouldhavehappened

tousifwebothdidn'tcheatoneachother.

Tsalalookedathimthenshelaughedandstoodup.

Tsala:Keepwonderingboy!

Alittlelaterthatnight

Sameremovedhershoesanduntiedherdressthen

shethrewherselfonthebed,shesmiledalonein

thedark,shetouchedherlipsandsmiledlikean

idiot,lasttimeshefeltlikethatwaswhenshewas

datingLeeto!WasshefallingforRomeo?Ansms

camethrough"Theemmapleasetakemeoffthe

waitinglist "fromRomeo.Shesmiledandlaidon

herstomachreplyinghistextwithtwolaughing

emojis" "



ThefollowingMorning

Tsalatookherpillsandthrewoneinhermouththen

shehidtherestinhersneakers.Shedrankwater

andwenttothesittingroomwhereLebonewas.

Tsala:Babewee,Ineedourmarriagecertificate,

KanaYamaruinedmypassportandIwantto

replaceit.

Lebone:OhokayIwillgetitfromhome.

Tsala:Okay!

Herphonereportedansms"Can'tstopthinking

aboutyou"fromOG.TsalalookedatLebonethen

shequicklydeletedthesms.

Lebone:Thewiveshaveplannedafamilyvacation.



Tsalaraisedhereyebrowsandlookedathim.

Tsala:Plannedwithwho,Iamnotgoingthere!

Lebone:Babeyouneedtobondandgettoknow

eachother,theydon'tknowyouandyoudon'tknow

them,thiswillbegoodforus.

Tsala:KareIamnotgoing,akereIammarriedto

you,whydoIneedtogoonvacationswiththem?

Lebone:Pleasedoitforme,pleasebabe!

Tsalalookedaway.

Lebone:WhatdoIhavetodotobribeyou?

Tsalaletoutafadesmile.

Lebone:Please!



Tsala:Finefinebuttheybetterwatchtheirmouths.

WeeksLater..

**
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WeeksLater..

AtSerule

MmaMoxstoodbythegateholdingaverybigstick



inherhand,shelookedaroundworriedthenshe

lookedatthetimeanditwasalmosthalfpastfour.

"Iamgoingtobeatthatbigheadtoday"MmaMox

saidlookingatthekidswhowerecomingtowards

theprimaryschool.

MmaMox:Bongwanakadidn'tyouseemydaughter?

Them:Nnyaamma!

Worriedshewalkedslowlytoschoolthinkingshe

willmeetwithYamaonthewaybutshedidn'tuntil

shereachedtheschool."Arethereperhapskids

whoarestillintheschool?"sheaskedthesecurity

guard.

Guard:Yes,classesforstandardseven.

MmaMox:Noenesheisdoingstandardone,yo

mokimanyana,todayshewaswearingPEclothes.

Guard:StandardoneswenthomekatwelveandI

haven'tseenhersince.



MmaMox:Thankyou?

Sheturnedbackhome"Waitsegorengwanawaga

MoemediOtankgolegatota"shespokealone

lookingaroundforYama.

AtTebelopele

RomeoopenedthedoorforSameandshegot

insidethecar.Shelookedattheirresultsand

sighedrelieved.DoinganHIVtesthasneverbeen

easyonanyone.

Romeo:So?

HesaidsmilingatSameandshesmiledback.

Romeo:Yourhouseormine?



Same:Mine!

Shesaidgiggling.

AtTsala'sHouse

Tsalazippedherbagandwenttoputitoutside

waitingforLebonetocomepickherup.Sheclosed

allwindows,setthealarmthenwentnextdoor.

Tsala:MmaNkele..

Neighbour:Eengwanaka.

Tsala:Iwon'tbehomethisweekend,lentebele.

Neighbour:Okaymygirlnoproblem,youaregoing

toseeMmaOgheleghele.

Tsala:Hahannyaawearegoingintothewilderness.

Neighbour:Oh,enjoy.

Tsala:Eemma!



Lebone'sparkedbythegateandTsalasaidbyeto

herneighbour.Lebonesteppedoutofthecarand

putTsala'sbagsattheback.

Tsala:Ihavetogotakemylaybye.

Lebone:Okay!

Tsala:And..

Lebone:Aobabewhydidyouhavetowaituntillast

minute?Theothersarewaitingand..

Tsala:Iamnotevengoingtotaketenminutes,or

youcangolookforbinocularswhileIgotakemy

laybye.

Shesaidgettinginthecarandtheyleft.Tsala

dialedMmaMoxwhileonthewaybutshedidn'tpick

up."Incaseyoutrytocallmeandmynumberisoff,

Iwentoutsidemaun"shesentatextandtookout

herlaybyereceiptfromherbag.Lebonedropped

heroffattheshopandwenttooffloadherbags



wheretherestofthefamilywaswaitingforthe

opensafarivihicle.

Connie:WhereisTsala?

Lebone:Shewenttogetherlaybyewewill..

Connie:Idon'twanttoarrivelatekabana,thereare

wildanimalskanaontheway.

Lebone:She..

Connie:Ebilethecarishere.

Theyallstoodup,exchangedgreetingswiththe

driverandhehelpedloadthebagsinthetrailer.

Driver:Areweset?

Lebone:JustfiveminutesIhavetobuysomething

inthekwikshopIwillbeback.

LebonewalkedtothekwikshopdialingTsala.



Tsala:Twominutes.

Lebone:Thecarishere.

Tsala:TwominutesIpromise.

Hehungupandwentinsidetheshoptobuy

bicocularsandwentback.Theywaitedforabout

fifteenminutesandTsalaarrived.

Tsala:Sorrytokeepyouwaiting!

NoonesaidanythingandLebonehelpedherinthe

car.

Driver:Arewereadytogo?

Thekidsshouted"Yes"allexcited.



AtSerule

"Mamasheishome"Ratiraninsidethehouseto

informMmaMox.MmaMoxpickedupthestickand

hiditbehindherandwalkedoutside.Shelookedat

Yamaandthewhitet-shirtthatshelefthome

wearingwasnolongerwhite.

MmaMox:Wherewereyou?

Yama:Teachernearereselemantsweaboreya

kosporong.

MmaMox:Soittakesfivehourstopickupstones?

YamalookedatRatiandsheshowedherthatshe

wasgoingtogetabeating.Yamathrewherbag

downandstartedcrying.

MmaMox:Idon'tcarethatyouarecrying,Itellyou

everydaygoreafterschoolyoucomestraighthome



that'swhenyoucangoplayor..Comehere.

Rati:Sia(Run)

Yamarantothegate.

MmaMox:YouthinkIwon'tcatchyou?

SheranafterYamauntilshelostherbreath.

MmaMox:Iamgoingtocatchyouandbeatyou.

Shesaidbendingherbackandtouchedherknees.

MmaMox:Molatogaobole.Iamgoingtocatchyou.

ShepickedupYama'sbaganditwasfulloflittle

stones.



Rati:Omosiileakere?(Shecouldn'tcatchyou!)

Yamaknodherheadandtheygiggled.Yama's

waterbottleflewaboveherheadandfellbehindher.

Theylaughedandranbacktothegate.

MmaMox:HetamonnaOyegoapolaOje,Iwillbeat

you.Thatt-shirtyoneIamnotgoingtowashit,your

motherwillcomefrommaunandwashit.

Yamarantothehouse.MmaMoxgrabbedRatiby

thedress."KarekebetsamothoOmoraaOrea

siyewenaothogoekarelenoko"Ratipulledherself

andrantothehouselaughing.

AtCrocodileTeethCamp

Everyonewasshowntheirroomandtoldthe



schedulefortomorrow.

Lebone:Thankyou!

Tsalawalkedtoherroomandithadabigbedand

twobunkbed.Shewentbacktothereceptionarea.

Tsala:HiIthinkyougavemethewrongroom,Iam

solobutmyroomhasbunkbeds.

Receptionist:Ohletmecheck.

Shecheckedandraisedherhead.

Receptionist:It'stherightroommam,hereitshows

goreyoubookedthreefamilyroomsandone

privateroom.

Lebonecameoutofhisroom.



Tsala:Babe,myroom.

Connie:TheroomswerefullybookedsoIthought

youwillsleepwiththeotherkidsbecause.

Tsala:No!

Connie:(Slowly)Isaid..(paused)theroomswere

fullybookedand..

Tsala:(Slowly)AndIsaidno.IneedmyprivacyIam

notsleepingwiththekids.

ConnielookedatLebone..

Lebone:Fine,Iwilltakeyourroomandyoucan

havemine.

Connie:What?

Lebone:Wecameheretobondnot..

Tsala:Settledthen.



Shewenttotakeherbagstotheroomthatwas

Lebone's.Connieshookherheadlookingather

husband.

Lebone:Ijustwantpeace,itnotbecauseIfavour

heror..

Connie:Doessheknowthefamilywantsyoutotake

aforthwife,Osuremogomaswe!(Sheissofullof

herself)

**
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Lebone:Ijustwantpeace,itnotbecauseIfavour

heror..

Connie:Doessheknowthefamilywantsyoutotake

aforthwife,Osuremogomaswe!(Sheissofullof

herself)

Lebone:Youshould..

Connie:Talktoyourwife,weareallsleepingwith

thekidsit'snotlike..

Lebone:IsaidIwillsleepwiththekidsakere,what

differencedoesitmake..

ConniestormedtoherroompassingLebangbythe

passage.

Lebang:Iseverythingokay?

Lebone:Yes,youlikeyourroom?

Lebang:Yes,andthenConnie?



Lebone:Forgetabouther.

LebonewenttotakehisbagsandfoundTsala

preparingtoshower.

Lebone:You..

Tsala:IshouldhavebeentoldwellintimegoreIwill

besleepingwiththekids,Iwouldn'thavecome.We

passedtwocampsonthewayIamsuregorethey

werenotfullybooked.

Lebonesighedandstoodbehindherandkissedher

neck.

Lebone:CanIgetaquickonebeforedinner.

Tsalasmiledandturnedtohim,shewrappedher

armsaroundhimandtheykissed.



InConnie'sRoom

ConnieopenedforLebangandwenttounpack.

Lebang:Iseverythingokay?

Connie:NnaIamnotgoingtopretendinfrontof

thatgirlforthesakeofpeace.

Lebang:Whathappened?

Connie:Mxm!

Shetoldherthewholestory.

Lebang:Leronaakerewearesharingwiththekids

whatisherproblem?

Connie:Kotengshethinkssheisbetterthanus

becausesheisaNurse!

Lebang:Nurseneeleeng?(Sherolledhereyes)



AtMmaMox'sHouse

MmaMoxlaiddownflatontheblanketandRati

steppedonherbackwhileYamamassagedher

head.

Yama:TodayitstwopulaakereMama!

Rati:Nna?

Yama:Twopulatoo.

MmaMox:Mmmh!

MmaMox'sphonerangandYamagaveittoher,she

pickedupandputonloudspeaker.

MmaMox:Hello!

Mox:Dumelang,youaresleeping?

MmaMox:Nothegirlsaremassagingme.



Mox:Ehe!Iwantedtoaskgorekantehowmuch

wasYamapayingkocrèche?

MmaMox:Fivehundredpula.

Mox:Andmopako,howmuchdidTsalaspend?

MmaMox:Idon'tknow,youshouldaskher.

Mox:Ehee,Igotabetterjobtoday.

MmaMox:(Ululating)Alilili,theoneyouqualifyfor?

Mox:No,Iwillbeasecurityguardbutthemoneyis

better.

MmaMox:YoooGodthatIpray,heansweredmy

prayers.Iwillgotoschoolkamosoandaskfor

pricestsotheletsauniform.

Mox:Okay!

MmaMox:Iamreallyhappyforyoungwanaka.

Evenifitstenpulaincreasementit'ssomething.

ThankGod.

Mox:Eemma!

MmaMox:Ialmostkilledyourdaughtertoday,after

schoolshegoestotherailway.



Yama:AoMama!

MmaMox:Don'tsayAoMama,kanaebileIdidn't

beatyou.Iwillbeatyounow.

Yamaquicklystoodupandrantothedoor.

MmaMox:TomorrowafterschoolIamgoingtowait

forherattheschoolgate.

Yama:Tomorrowwedon'tgotoschool.

MmaMox:KaMondayee.

Mox:Hahaha!

AttheCamp

Tsalawasthelasttoarriveatthedinnertableand

thekidswerealreadyeating,shetookaseatnextto

Leboneandclearedherthroat.



Tsala:Thislooksbeautifulanddelicious.

Shesaidstandingupandwenttodishforherself.

Lebangstoodupandstoodnexttoherdishingfor

herself.

Lebang:(Whispered)Becarefulmma.

Tsalalookedather.

Lebang:Conniemighthaveagreedtopolygamybut

shedoesn'twantus.

Tsala:..

Lebang:Becareful.

Shesaidandwenttositdown.Tsalafinished

dishingtooandwenttositdown.Connielookedat

Lebonethenshesippedonherdrinkexpectinghim



tosaysomething.

Tsalalookedaroundthetableandeveryonewas

serious.Sheraisedhereyebrowsandcontinued

eating.Thedinnerwasawkwardandeveryoneleft

aftereating.

TheFollowingMorning

Tsalaagainwasthelastforbreakfastandfound

everyonewaiting.

Tsala:Dumelang!

Shegrabbedamuffin.

Connie:Arewealwaysgoingtowaitforyou?

Tsala:No,youcouldhaveleftwithoutme.



Lebone:Eatsothatwecango.

Tsala:ThisisallIwillbehaving,wecango.

Everyonestoodupandshefollowedthemtothecar.

Theywereseperatedintwocarsfortheirgame

driveandTsalaandtheothertwowivessatwith

Lebonewhilethekidsgotintheirowncarandthe

carsleftfollowingeachother.

Tsalatookoutherphoneandstartedtakingavideo

ofthelions.Sheturnedaroundstilltakingthevideo.

Connie:Pleasedon'ttakeaphotoofme.

Tsala:IamnotIamtakingthelionsbehindus.

Sheturnedthephoneagain.

Connie:MosadiwaModimoIsaidIdon'twanttobe



inyourvideo.

Tsala:MosadiwaModimoIsaidIamnottaking..

Connieslappedherhandandthephonefelloutside.

"Heee"Tsalalookedatherthenshepushedher

outsidethecar.

**
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Connieslappedherhandandthephonefelloutside.



"Heee"Tsalalookedatherthenshepushedher

outsidethecar.Lebonewhowassittingontheseat

justinfrontofhergrabbedherhandandpulledher

backinside."OhmyGod"Conniecoveredherface

cryingandshaking.

Lebone:Areyouokay?

Connieshookherhead,Tsalafoldedherarmsand

swallowedhard.

Tsala:Ididn'tmeanto..

Connie:Ijustwanttogohome.

Tsala:I..

Lebone:Drivercanwegobackplease.

Tsala:Myphone!

Leboneshotaveryscaryglanceatherandshe



loweredherhead.Tsalawatchedasthecarturned

aroundleavingherphonebehind.

Lebone:Givemewater!

Lebanggavehimthebottleofwaterandhegave

Connie.Shetookasipandrestedherheadon

Lebone'schest.ThecararrivedattheCampand

LebonehelpedConnietoherroom.Tsalatwisted

herlipsandsatdown.

Lebang:Ifshedidn'tslapyourphoneallofthis

wouldhavebeenavoided.

Tsala:Iamshaking,whatifshefelldownaboa

jewakeditau.

Shestoodupandpacedaround.Abouttenminutes

laterLebonecameback.



Tsala:Howisshe?

Lebone:WearegoingbacktoMaun.

Tsala:Sheisokayakere?

Lebone:Nosheisnot,shealmostfelldownandthe

lionswouldhaveattackedher.

Tsala:...

Lebonestormedtotheirroomandpackedhisbag.

"Iwillgocheckonher"Lebangsaidandwentto

Connie'sroom.

Lebang:Areyouokay?

Connie:AllIwasthinkingaboutwasmykids.

Lebang:Thatgirlisaproblemwaitse,shewas

takingavideoofyouthoughshekeptsayingshe

wasnot.IsawitakereIwassittinginfrontofher.

Connie:I..



Shewrappedherarmsaroundherself.

Lebang:Sheisgoingtobeaproblem,pushyou

overforaphone?It'sagoodthingyouaregoing

whoknowswhatshemightdonext.

TsalaknockedonthedoorandLebangwentto

open.

Tsala:Hey,canI.

Lebang:Giveherspacenyanasheisstillshaking.

Tsala:Oh!

Lebangclosedthedoorbehindherandtheywalked

towardstheswimmingpool.

Tsala:Iwasn'tthinkingstraight,I..

Lebang:Mothoyoleispretending,shejustwants



sometimealonewithLebone.LetthemgotoMaun

ronawewillgotomorrowlikeplanned.

Tsala:Okay!

Thesamemorning

Samelookedaroundheralmostemptybachelor

padandsighed,shehadonlymanagedtobuyabed

andstovethatmonth.Sheputonhergownand

wenttositoutsidecallingRomeo.

Romeo:Hey,I..

Hiscardrovethroughthegateandshehungup,

Romeoparkedrightinfrontofherandsteppedout

withaboxofpizzaanddrinks.Samestoodupand

theykissedbeforetheywentinsidethehouse.

Romeo:Ihadtogohelpmydadwithsomething.



Same:It'sokay!

Sheputonshortsandabra,Romeopulledherinto

himandkissedher.

Romeo:Lastnightwasamazing!

Same:MmmhbabeIhaven'tbrushedmyteeth!

Shesaidturningherhead,Romeoturneditbackto

himandkissedher."So?"hebreathedthewords

intohermouth.

AttheCamp

TsalawatchedLeboneloadthebagsinthecarand

shewalkedtoConnie.

Tsala:Hey,areyouokay?



Connie:Afteryoutriedtomurderme?

Tsala:IamsorryI..Iamsosorrypleaseforgiveme.

Connie:Iwillneverforgiveyou.Ialmostdied

becauseofyou.

Tsala:IamreallysorryIdon'tknowwhatcameover

me.

Connielookedaway.Tsalawenttositdownand

crossedherlegs.

Lebang:It'sfinewewillcometomorrow.

Lebone:Sure!

TsalastoodupandwalkedtoLebone.

Tsala:MaybeIshouldcomewithyou.

Lebone:Noitsfineyoucanstay.

Tsala:Ifeelsobad,I..



Connie:Youarenotcomingwithus,keengyou

wanttopushmealittleharderthistime.

Tsala:I..

ConnieturnedtoLebone."Whenwefirstmeetyou

hadclass,Isthisyourtypenow?"shesaidpointing

atTsala.

Tsala:Mmmhmmhwanyelayaanong!
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"Whenwefirstmeetyouhadclass,Isthisyourtype

now?"ConniesaidpointingatTsala.

Tsala:Mmmhmmhwanyelayaanong!

Connie:(LookedatLebone)Yousee?

Lebone:Tsalaplease!

Tsala:HeeIapologisedarekerengjaanong,aseka

abatagorekemothokelebotho.Classclasstype

yamasepa.

LebonepulledTsalaaside,shepulledbackher

hand.

Tsala:Iwasnoteventakingavideoofher,ifmy

phonewashereyouwouldsee.

Lebone:That'snothowyoutalktooneanother.

Tsala:Ishouldhavesmiledaftershecalledme



trash?Heennakanaiammarriedtoyounotto

them.Agonnesesennangee.

Lebone:Thisbehaviourofyoursisnotgoingtotake

youanywhere.

Tsala:DidIsayIwantittotakemesomewhere?

WhyamIthebadguyhere,Ilostmyphonebecause

ofhernowshecallsmetrashandIshould

apologiseforit?Youarenotbeingfair.Enesheis

innocentinallofthis?Ishouldhavepushedhera

littleharderditautsajasupper.

Sheclickedhertongueandstormedtoherroom.

LebonebreathedinhishandsandturnedtoConnie.

Lebone:Let'sgo!

Connie:IhavechangedmymindIamnotgoingto

letthatgirlspoilmymoodandmyvacation.Kids

let'stakethebagsbacktoourroom.

Lebonesatdownandcuppedhishead.Lebangsat



nexttohimandpathisback.

Lebang:Imaginefourwives!

Shestoodupandwenttoherroom.

AtTumi'shouse

Tumislowlyparkedinfrontofthehouseand

hurriedtoopenthedoorforBethwhowasholding

theirnewborndaughter.Hetookthebabyfromher

andBethsteppedout.Hegaveherbackthebaby

andcarriedthebagstothehouse.Heopenedthe

doorandthekidsscreamedsurprise.

Tumi:Sssshsshthebabyissleeping.

Bethsmiledlookingatthepinkballoondecorations



andacake.Theyallrantoseethebaby.

Tumi:GuysMummyistiredneh,youwillseethe

babylaterwhensheisawake.

HehelpedBethtotheroomandshelaiddownon

themattress.

Tumi:Doyouneedanything?Icookedsoftporridge

but..

Bethsmiledandstoodup,shehuggedhimand

restedherheadonhischest."YouareeverythingI

haveprayedfordoyouknowthat?"Tumikissedher

head.

Tumi:Restbabe,Iwillbewiththekidsifyouneed

anything.



Sheknodherheadandlaiddown.Shelookedather

beautifulbabygirlandmassagedhernose.

AttheMall

RomeopushedthetrolleywhileSameputafew

thingsinside.Sheputfivekgofmaizemealinthe

trolleythenshetookitout.

Same:Iwon'tbeeatingthat.

Romeo:Justtakeitjustincase..

Sameputthemaizemealbackinsideandshe

boughtafewthingsthentheywenttoquebythetill.

"HiRomeo"agirlsaidtoRomeo.BothSameand

Romeoturnedaround.

Romeo:Ohhi!.



Girl:Howareyou?

Romeo:Goodgood.

Girl:Nice!Itwasniceseeingyou!

ShewalkedawayandSamerolledhereyes.

Same:NexttimeagirlonlysayshitoyouwhileIam

withyoudon'treplyher.Elegorekeengbandalela

kanabannyatsa?

Romeo:Babe,she..

ShegavehimaseriouslookandRomeokeptquiet.

Same:OrIaminvincible?

Romeo:Fine!

AtCamp



Everyonequedtodishforthemselves.Tsaladished

forherselfandwenttositbythetablealonewhile

everyonesattogether.

Lebang:Areyouokay?

Tsala:IamfineIamjustscaredtosaythewrong

thingsandgetcalledtrashagain.

Shefinishedeatingandwenttochangeintoatwo

piecetriangleswimsuit.Shetiedherhairand

jumpedinsidethepool.

Connie:Shouldamarriedwomanbedressinglike

thisinfrontofalltheseguests?

Lebonedidn'treply.



Connie:Icanseehernipp***andherwholebuttis

out.Lebone?

Lebone:Iregretagreeingtothis.

Hestoodupandwenttositbythebar.Their

morningtourguidecamewithTsala'sphone.

Lebangpointedatherinthepool.

Guide:Mamyourphone.

Tsala:Youfoundit?Thankyousosomuch!

Shesteppedoutofthepoolandtookthephone.

Shecheckedeverythinganditwasfine.

Tsala:Thankyou!Howdidyoudoit?

Guide:Iwentbackandthelionshadleft.

Tsala:Ohokay,thankyouyouarealifesaver.Ihave

someveryimportantstuffinhere.



Guide:Youarewelcome.

Tsala:IwillmakesuretosendyouatipwhenIget

toMaungivemeyournumber.

Lebonewatchedasshesavedtheman'snumber

thenthemanleftandTsalagotbackinthe

swimmingpool.

LaterthatEvening

AftercomingfromtheirBushwalkTsalawent

straighttoherbedroomandthrewherselfonthe

bed.Shelaterlaidonherstomachandlookedather

photosfromtheswimmingpool.Thedooropened

andLebone.

Lebone:Youwerenotevenashamedtogiveaman

yournumberinmypresence.

Tsala:What?



Shegotup.

Lebone:Givemethatphone.

Hegrabbeditfrombed

Lebone:Unlockitanddeletehisnumber.

Tsala:Hehelpedlookformyphoneso..

Lebone:Karedeletethatnumber.

Tsalarolledhereyesanddeletedthenumberand

showedhim.

Tsala:Areyouhappynow?Iwasjustgoingtosend

himfiftypulafordrink.

Lebone:Dinnerwillbereadyintwentyminutes.



Heleft,Tsalawenttolockherdoorandstayedin

theroomuntilthefollowingmorning.Shepackedall

herstuffastheygotreadytoleavethefollowing

morning.Thedriverhelpedputalltheirbagsinthe

trailerandeveryonegotinthecar.Therideback

wasalongone,noonesaidanythinguntilthey

arrivedatMaun.

Connie:Takeushomefirst.

Tsala:Pleasedropmybagathome,Iwanttobuya

fewthingsmodishopong.

Lebone:Okay!

Tsalatookherhandbagandwalkedtothebank,she

dialedMmaMoxwhilewaitingtocashout.

"Hey"sheturnedaroundanditwasMoxinhisred

securityuniformandblackboots.Tsalastepped

backandherjawsdropped.SothethingaboutMen



inuniformwastrue?

Mox:Beentryingyournumberesatsene.

Tsala:Wenakanayouaremymandoyouknowthat?

MoxlaughedandshowedherthattheotherATM

wasopen.Shecashedoutandsmiledathim.

Tsala:Comebymyhousewhenyouknockoff.

Moxwinkedatherandsheleft.Shegotinthetaxi

andsmiledalone."Keseriouscomebyafterwork"

shesentMox.

AtMmaLebone'sHouse

MmaLeboneraisedherheadandlookedatthecar

thatjustdrovein.OGsteppedout,MmaLebone's



heartskipped.

OG:Dumelang!

AtMalome'sHouse

Connieexchangedgreetingswiththeeldersthen

shesatdownandrubbedherhandstogether.

Connie:BagoloIcomeherebecauseIamnothappy

molenyalong.

Malome:Wedidn'tmarryyoutobehappy,your

purposeistogivemynephewchildren.

**

**



**Goodmorning

BEHINDCLOSEDDOORS

EPISODE89

Connie:BagoloIcomeherebecauseIamnothappy

molenyalong.

Malome:Wedidn'tmarryyoutobehappy,your

purposeistogivemynephewchildren.

MmaMalome:AoMarumogagobuiwejaloplease

hearherout.

Malome:Alltheseladiesdoiscomplaincomplain

everyday,yomongwewemarriedherhelafor

nothingshedoesn'twanttogetpregnant,another

onearesheisgoingtoschoolandthenyomongwe

aresheisnothappy.

Conniewipedhertearsstilllookingdown.



Malome:Howoldisyourlastborn?

Connie:Sheisthreeyears.

Malome:Leboneboughtyouahouseakere?

Shesniffedandwipedhertearsthensheknodher

head.

Malome:Doesn'thegiveyoumoneyeverymonth?

Connie:Hedoes!

Malome:Doesn'thetakecareofyourparents?

Connie:Hedoes!

Malome:Thenwhatareyouunhappyabout?Doyou

knowhowmanywomenwouldkilltobeyouright

now?

Connie:..

Malome:Warewhatareyounothappyabout?

Conniedidn'treply.



Malome:Nowomaninapolygamousmarriageis

happy.Ifyouwanttobehappydateamanwithno

legsakereenehewon'twalktootherwomen's

houses.

Connie:IjustfeellikeLeboneisnottreatingusthe

sameasTsala.Shegetsawaywithalotand

Lebonedoesn'tsayanything.Shepushedmeoffa

movingcarandIalmostgoteatenbylionsbuthe

didn'tsayanythingtoher.Tsalaissupposedto

respectusaswecamebeforeherandweareolder

thanherbutshedoesn'tdothat.Sheisnoteven

afraidtothrowinsultsatmeastheseniorwife.I

wantameetingwithTsalaandLebone,thatiswhyI

amhere!

AtTsala'shouse

Shecarefullyshavedhernunuwatchingherselfin

themirrorandsheheardacarparkoutside.Sheput

therazordownandputonhergownthenshewent



outsideandopenedthedoorforLebone.

Lebone:Hey!

Tsalatookherbag.

Lebone:IhavetohurrysomewhereIwillseeyou

tomorrow.

Tsala:Okay!Wait,thecertificate?

Lebone:Remindmetobringittomorrow.

Tsala:Okay!

Hekissedherandleft.Tsalawaiteduntilthecar

disappearedandwentbackinside.

AtSame'sHouse



SamelaidherheadonRomeo'schestplaying

"Word"onherphone.Hecrossedthelastwordfor

her.

Same:Aaah,tothinkIhavebeenlookingforitpast

fiveminutes.

Romeo:KantewhenyougotoworktomorrowandI

remainhomewhatdoesitmakemeahouse

boyfriend?

Theybothlaughed.

Same:Youshouldgetajob.

Romeo:Iamapplyingit'snotlikekentsehela.

Same:Problemisyouarechoosingjobs,lookIget

thatyourparentsgiveyoumoneybutit'sfunto

wakeupeverymorning,bathandgotowork.Come

hometiredandtakeanapbeforeyoucook.



Romeokeptquiet.

Same:IwilltellyouifIseeanythingadvertisedon

Facebook.

Romeo:OK!

AtTsala'shouselaterthatnight

InshortpyjamapantsandamatchingtopTsala

openedthedoorforMoxandhewentinside.

Tsala:Wheredidyoupark?

Mox:Icamekaditaxi!

Tsalawrappedherarmsaroundhimandstepped

onherhertoesplantingasoftkissonhislips.

Mox:Whereis..



Tsala:It'sjustyouandmedon'tworry!

Moxkissedherbackthenhepickedherupandlaid

heronthesofa.

Mox:Condom?

Tsala:It'sinthebedroom.

Moxcarriedhertothebedroomandlaidherdown

onthebed.Theyheavilykissedtossingeachother

onthebed,Tsalagotontopofhimandhehelped

herremovehertop,hecuppedhersmallbre***and

tossedhergettingontopofher,hekissedher

stomachgoingdowntohernunuandpulledher

pyjamapantsdowntoherknees.Tsalahelpedhim

outofhist-shirtthenMoxremovedhispantsand

boxersatthesametime.Theycontinuedkissing,he

kissedherstomach,herpelvicboneswhilehe

openedherlegs,helookedatherlikeahungrylion

beforehedughisheadbetweenherthighsand



Tsalabitherlowerlipraisingherupperbodyand

onlythewhitepartofhereyescouldbeseen.

AtLebone'sHouse

Heopenedthelaptopwhileheappliedlotionon

himself,heclickedonthecamerainthemain

bedroomandfoldedhisfistsangry.Heclickedhis

tongueandclosedthelaptopthenheopenedit

againandtheywerestillatitandnowTsalawason

top.Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandleft.

Thesamenight

Ditshegowenttoemptythebathingwaterintoilet

whentheAmbulanceandthefirefighterstruck

passedby.Lebocameoutofthehouseandthey

bothlookedatthem.



Lebo:Kanatheyaredramaticgore,lasttimethey

passedherekanteitwasjustasmallfire.

Theywentbackinsidethehouse.

TheFollowingDayalittlelaterintheafternoon.

"TsalathemmaObihelangwanake "Bethsent

TsalaamessageonWhatsAppandherlastlast

seenhadbeenyesterdayaroundeightinthe

evening.

AtKesego'sWorkPlace

"HeeedidyouseestorysakoMaun,gatweaman

burnthiswife'shouseandhunghimselfonatree

infrontofthehouse"Kesegosaidshowingher

colleague.



Colleague:Heee!DilotsaMaun.

Kesego'sphonerangandshesmiled.

Kesego:Babe!

David:Babeweecomegetyourlunchhareception

areaIhavetorunsomewhere!

Kesego:Coming!

ShestoodupandtheReceptionistcamein.

Receptionist:Youhaveavisitordownstairs!

Kesego:Oh!

Theywalkeddownstairs.

Receptionist:Aresheisyourmother!



Kesego:What?

ShelookedatthereceptionareaandDavidwas

sittingnexttoKopo.

Kesego:Shit!

JustasshewasabouttoturnaroundKopocalled

her.

Kopo:HeelaMmaOphana!

**
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KesegolookedatthereceptionareaandDavidwas

sittingnexttoKopo.

Kesego:Shit!

JustasshewasabouttoturnaroundKopocalled

her.

Kopo:HeelaMmaOphana!

Kesegoignoredherandhurriedupthestairs.

Receptionist:Thatisthewomanwhowaslooking

foryou.

Kesego:Heee,whoshowedherwhereIwork?



Kesego'sphonerang.Shetookadeepbreathand

pickedup.

Kesego:BabeIambusywithsomething,giveme

twominutes.

David:Letmeleavethefoodhareceptionthen

becausekediilemotho.

Kesego:Okaybabe!

Sherestedherheadagainstthewallandtooka

deepbreath.

Receptionist:Whoisthatwoman?

Kesego:She..Mystepmother,actuallymyexstep

mother.NchekeleifDavidhasleft..

TheReceptionistwenttocheckandhehadleft.



Receptionist:Yeahheisgone.

Kesego:Gocheckifhiscaris..

Receptionist:Aaahaaahwenagocheckforyourself.

Kesegowaitedforaboutfiveminutesthenshewent

downstairs.Kopostoodupdressedinoldugly

clothes.

Kesego:(Whispered)Whatareyoudoinghere?

ShesaidgrabbingKopo'shandanddraggedher

outside.

Kesego:Whatareyouwearing?

Kopo:IwanteveryonetoseegoreGaomothowa

sepe,youareherelookingbeautifulbutyoucan't

sendyourmotherthreehundredpulahelajustfor

combo!



Kesego:IfIgiveyouthemoneynowwillyouleave?

Kopo:Iraisedyou..

Kesego:HeeeheeeKopoIdidn'tasktobeborn,you

choosetohavese*andfallpregnant,Iwasyour

responsibilitydon'tmakemepayforbeingyour

child.

Kopo:Howdoyousleepatnightnotknowingifyour

motherhaseatenor..

Kesego:Howmuchdoyouwant?

Kopo:TwothousandPula.

Kesego:IfIgiveyouthismoneywillyougoaway

frommylifeforever?

Kopo:Yes!

Kesego:Waitherethen.

Shewentbackinsideandgothercarkeysand

handbag.



Kopo:Ebileyouhaveacar?

Kesego:Let'sgo.

Kopogotinside,shelookedbackatthebabycar

seat.

Kopo:Youhaveanotherbaby?

Kesego:Yes!

Kopo:Withthatboy?

Kesego:Yes!

KopolookedattheengagementringonKesego's

finger.

Kopo:Ebileyoudidgetmarriedwithoutme?

Kesego:Nowearenotmarried,whotoldyouwhere

Iwork?

Kopo:People,baipotsagorehowdoIstruggle



whilemydaughterhasagoodjobanddrivesabig

expensivecar.

Kesegoignoredherandparkedintheparkinglotof

themall.

Kesego:Iamcoming,don'ttouchanything.

Shesteppedoutside.

Kesego:Youknowwhat,stepoutside.

KoposteppedoutsideandKesegolockedhercar.

Kesego:Waithere!

BackatWork



Receptionist:Heeebanyana,youshouldhaveseen

howfastsheturnedwhenshesawthewoman.

Colleague:(Shocked)Mmmmh!

Receptionist:AndIdon'tbuykgangyagoresheis

herstepmother,theylookalikegore.Youshould

haveseenherwearinguglyclothesmmanyana.

Colleague:BoKesegommmhmmh,thewaysheis

alwaysbraggingkaherman,Babethisbabethat

kanteeneshedoesn'ttakecareofhermothersies.

Receptionist:EbileIwanttotakemanwateng,a

manwhobringsyouluncheveryday.

Theyalllaughed.

Colleague:Mma!Foodebilenotfatcakesandsoup.

Receptionist:Plusadrink.



AttheMall

KesegosteppedfromtheATMputtingmoneyinher

bag.Shewentbacktothecar,Kopohadnow

changedintosmartclothes.

Kesego:You..(Shookherhead)Youjustwantedto

embarrassmeakere?

Kopo:Yes,peoplemust..

Kesego:Here,itsthreethousandPula.LeaveandI

neverwantyoucomingtomyworkplace.

Kopocountedthemoney.

Kopo:Okaeyourdaughter,what'shernameagain?

Oratile?

Kesegogotinhercaranddroveaway.



Kopolookedaroundbeforeshecountedthemoney

again."HeeIamcomingbackagainnextmonth"

shesaidputtingthemoneyinherbagandleft.

AtMmaMox'sHouse

MmaMoxtriedMox'snumberforthetenthtimeand

hestilldidn'tpickup.

Rati:Mama?

MmaMox:Mma?

Rati:LennaIamgoingtowearthatblackdress

whenIgraduate?

MmaMox:Yes!

Rati:(Excited)AndspeakEnglish?

MmaMox:Yes!

Rati:Heeeee,howmanydaysareleftbeforeIstart



goingtoschool?

MmaMox:Akereyourfatherisnotpickingup,letme

tryhisbrother.

Shedialedherfirstborn.

Brother:Hello!

MmaMox:Dumelang,AowhereisyourbrotherI

havebeentryinghisnumberbutheisnotpicking

up.

Brother:Mmeakeretheyarenotallowedtospeakto

thephonewhileonduty.

MmaMox:Ehe,noIwillcallhimlater.

Brother:Okay!

MmaMoxlookedatRatiandshehadneverseenher

sohappybefore.Shewenttothehouseandclosed

herbedroomdoor,shetookhersavingsboxfrom

herhidingplaceandcountedallthemoney,she



tookonethousandPulathenshehidtheboxand

wentoutside.

MmaMox:Let'sgobuyuniformandpayschoolfees,

tomorrowyouarestartingschool.

Ratiexcitedlyputonhershoesandtheyleft.

Rati:EishMamaIamveryhappy,tomorrowIam

goingtowakeupwhenYamadoes.

MmaMox:Haha!

Rati:Mamayouaregoingtobuymeabaglike

Yama's?

MmaMox:Yes!

Rati:Keyagopaka?

MmaMox:Yes!

Rati:IamnotgoingtomakenoisesothatChicha

doesn'tbeatme.



MmaMox:Goodgirl!

LaterthatEvening

Samewalkedoutofthepharmacywhenshe

bumpedintosomeone.Shepickedupherpaperbag.

Mamba:IthoughtIrecognisedyou!

Samesteppedbackandswallowedhard.

Mamba:Youweretherealdealdoyouknowthat?

Samesteppedaside.

Mamba:You..

Same:MambapleaseI..



Shewalkedpasthimandalmostbumpedinto

Romeowhohadbeenwaiting.Mambaturned

aroundandsmiledatthem.

Mamba:Stogolo!(Nephew)Youhaveavery

beautifulgirlfriend.

Romeo:ThankyouUncle!

SamecollapsedinRomeo'shands.

**

**
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Mamba:Stogolo!(Nephew)Youhaveavery

beautifulgirlfriend.

Romeo:ThankyouUncle!

SamecollapsedinRomeo'shands.

Romeo:Same,Babe!

"Whathappened?"theshopassistantaskedcoming

withaglassofwaterandsprinkledonSame.

Romeoshookherandsheopenedhereyes.

Romeo:Babe?

SameopenedhereyesandsawMamba,she

quicklygotup.



Mamba:(ToRomeo)Youshouldgethercheckout,

toomuchheatinMaun!

Romeo:Thanks!

MambaleftandRomeohelpedSameup.

Romeo:Areyouokay?

Same:I..YeahIamjustalittlelightheaded.

Assistant:Here!

Shegaveherabottleofwater,Romeopaidforthe

waterandhelpedheroutsidetothecar.

Romeo:Maybeyouarepregnant?

Samerolledhereyesandpulledtheseatbelt.



Romeo:Ihearsymptomsaredifferentfrom..

Same:Iamnotpregnant.

Shesaidtakingthemorningafterpillsanddrank

them.

Romeo:Wewouldhaveacutebabythough.

Sametookadeepbreath.

Same:Thatmanisyouruncle?

Romeo:Who?

Same:Thatman,theonewhosaidIwasbeautiful!

Romeo:No,ohyoumeanbecausehecalledme

nephew,Ithinkhewasbeingpolitethat'swhyle

nnaIsaiduncle.

Same:Eheeee!

Romeo:Areyousureyouareokaybabe,wecango



seethedoctornow,I..

Same:Iamfine.

Romeo:Areyouhungry?

Same:Yes!

Romeo:Doyouwantarealmealorchipsand

chicken.

Same:Arealmeal,phalechehelalemorogoand

meat.

Romeo:AndIjustknowwherewecangetthem.

Romeosmiledatherandheldherhand.

Romeo:Areyousureyouareokay?

Same:WhatshouldIdotomakeyouseegoreIam

fine?

Romeo:Hahaha!Okayolayyouarefine.

AtLebone'sHouse



Tsalaparkedhercarbythegateandwenttoknock

onthedoor.Shewaitedforabouttenminutesand

Lebonecametoopen.

Tsala:Hey!

SheleanedinforakissandLebonelookedaway.

Tsala:Areyouokay?

Lebone:IthinkIamcomingdownwithflue.

Tsala:Oh,canIgetthecertificateplease,Iam

startingtoworkeveningshiftssoIwanttogetit

overanddonewith.

Lebone:Oh,I,Idon'tknowwhereIputitwaitse.

Tsala:Aobaberra,I..

Lebone:Iwilllookforit!

Tsala:Canyoudoitnowplease.



Herphonerangandshewalkedalittletohercar.

"MmaMox".Lebonewentinsideandcamewiththe

certificate.

Tsala:Thanks..(Tothephone)MmaMoxIwillcall

youback.

ShehungupandlookedatLebone.

Tsala:Areyouwithsomeone?

Sheaskedlookinginsidethehouse.

Lebone:Noijustwanttorest.

Tsala:OKgetbetter.

Lebone:Iwill!

Tsala:Bye!



SheturnedtohercarandLeboneclosedthedoor.

Tsalaturnedaroundandcouldtellhewaswith

someone.Shestayedinhercarforafewminutes

anddroveoff.

InsidetheHouse

Colin:Areyouokay?

Lebone:Actingallinnocentaitsewhatshedid.

HepickeduphisphoneanddialedhisUncle.

AtTumi'sHouse

Tumi'skidsrantoSameandhuggedher.

Same:Areyouexcitedforthenewbaby?



Theybothknodtheirheads.Shewenttoknockon

thedoorwhereTumiandBethwere.

Tumi:Whoisit?

Tsala:TheoneandonlyRakgadi.

Tumislightlyopenedthedoor.

Tumi:Areyoucleanenoughtocomeinside?

Tsala:Hahawhatisthatsupposedtomean?

Beth:Hahahalethercomeinside.

Tumi:Osekawagatangwanakemma.

Theyalllaughed,TsalahandedBeththeplasticbag

shecamewith.



Tsala:Awww,sheissocute.

Beth:Very!Youwanttoholdher?

Tsalathoughtforasecondthenrefused.

Tsala:No!

Theyalllaughed.

Tsala:NotbecauseIdidanything,Iworkatthe

hospitaland..

Tumi:Wegetyou!

ShelookedatTumiandrolledhereyes.

Tsala:Anothergirl,yougoingtotryforaboy?



BethandTumilookedateachother.

Tumi:Iwouldlovetobutifsheisnotdownforit

thenthreegirlsitis.

Beth:Youwillhaveaboyforusakere?

Tsala:Yohyoh,nothavinganotherbaby.

Beth:Ialsosaidthat,nowIhavethree.Thatswa

lesiremma!

Tsala:AndMalomeMarumojustcalledmeabouta

meetingkaSaturday.Iknowit'saboutmenot

havingababy.

Tumi:Kanteisittruehehasfivewives?

Tsala:Huh?

Tumi:Bannabajamona,fivewives?

Beth:Keengyouwantasecondwife?

Tumi:Hahahano,Ilovehardandyouareenough

forme.

Beth:LennaIwouldneveragreetothat,therearea



millionmeninthisworldwhywouldIchooseto

share?

Tumi:(Singing)Moneymoneymoney!

Beth:Iwouldratherbepoor,Iwoulddieknowing

youarewithanotherwomandoingthingsthatyou

alwaysdowithme,withher.

Tsalaletoutafadesmileandlookedatthebaby.

HerphonereportedansmsfromMox,shereadit

andsmiled.

TheFollowingMorning

"Mama,Mama"RatishookMmaMox.

MmaMox:(Sleepy)Mmmhwhatisit,thebucketis

bythedoor.

Rati:Wearegoingtobelateforschool.



MmaMox:Heee!

Shetookherphonefromthetabletolookatthe

timeanditwashalfpastfourinthemorning.

MmaMox:Wathola,sekwelesaengsa4,walowa

gobacktosleep.

Ratilaiddownnexttohersisterandlookedupin

thedarkuntilshefellasleep.

AlittlelaterthatMorning

TsalawalkedoutofthePolicestationwithan

affidavitdialingLebonebuthisnumberdidn'tgo

through.Shegotinhercarstillcallinghimandhis

numberstilldidn'tgothrough.Sheparkedbythe

registrationofficesandwalkedtotheguardonduty.



Tsala:Hi,canIamheretocertifymymarriage

certificate.

Guard:Counterthree.

Tsala:Thanks!

Shewenttositdownuntilherturn.

Tsala:Hi!

Her:Tsala?

Tsala:Uhu,Kele!

Theybothlaughed.

Tsala:Uhuuu,Ididn'trecogniseyou.

Kele:Nnakeiponnalekgarebehela.

Tsala:Hahawaikae?

Kele:Youlookbeautiful.



Tsala:Thanks,youtoo.

Shetookoutcopiesofthemarriagecertificateand

theoriginalandgaveKele.

Kele:TsenaMoghel,MrsMarumo.

Tsala:Haha!

Kele:IthoughtyouandMoxwouldenduptogether,

youguyswerecute.

Tsala:Hahahah!

Keleraisedthestampabouttostampthecopythen

shestopped.Shelookedatthemarriagecertificate

carefully.

Kele:SitthereIwillcallyou.

Tsala:Okay!



Shewenttositdown.SheopenedherWhatsApp

andMmaMoxhadsentheraphotoofRatiin

uniform.

Tsala:(Voicenote)Hahamoghel,elegorewho

taughtyouhowtosendphotos?

Shesentthevoicemail.Kelewavedatherandshe

stoodup.

Tsala:IhopeIdon'tfindalongqueat..

Kele:Ummm,there..Thereissomethingwrongwith

yourmarriagecertificate.

Tsala:What?

Kele:Theyarecallingyoubackintheoffice.

Tsala:Elegorewhatiswrongwithit?

Kele:It'snotreal.
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MmaMoxpackedsnacksforthekidsandputin

theirschoolbagswhiletheyhadtheirsoftporridge.



MmaMox:Finishupitsalmosttimeup.

Yamawenttoputherplateatthekitchenandraised

hertopshowingMmaMoxherstomach."Mama

bonaIfinished"

MmaMox:Goodgirl,takeyourbagandgo.

ShelookedatherGrandmotherandhereyes

popped.

Yama:Heee!

MmaMox:Gaoutwaareheeengwanawaga

Moemedishedidn'tdohomework.

Yamatookoutabookandapencilfromherbag.



Yama:Mama,mphamainaadiruiwatsamogae.

(Givemenamesofdomesticanimals)

MmaMoxjustlookedather.

Yama:Podi..(LookedatMmaMox)Whatelse?

MmaMox:Wena,wena!Didn'tyousayyoudidn't

havehomeworkyesterday?

Yama:AkereIforgot.

MmaMox:Idon'tknowwhytheybroughyouback

becauseyouweresupposedtostudyinMaun.Next

timeyouwriteyourhomeworkinthemorningIam

goingtobeatyoudoyouhearme?

Shelookedatherbook.

MmaMox:WhatisPode,writePodi(Goat)sente.

Insteadofand"e"write"i"



Ratiwenttoputherplateinthekitchenandtookher

bag.

Rati:MamannaIdon'thavehomework.

MmaMox:Goodgirl.

MmaMox'sphonerangandshewenttogether

phone.

MmaMox:Hello!

Tsala:Helloleteng?

MmaMox:Eemma,ifyourdaughterdoesn'tkillme

thennothingeverwill.

Tsala:Hahahawhatdidshedotoday?

MmaMox:Wearewritinghomeworkaswespeak.

Tsala:Youshouldnotallowhertogoplayunless

shehasshownyouherbooks.



MmaMox:Everydayshedoesn'thavehomework,I

don'tknowiftheteacherisawitch,shecomesto

givethemhomeworkatnight.

Tsala:Hahahaha!

MmaMox:Leteng?

Tsala:Eemma!Iwanttocomeseethemthis

weekend.

MmaMox:Okaynoproblemmygirl.

Tsala:Youwilltellmewhatsshortakerekamoso.

MmaMox:OkayIwillsendyouavoicenote.

Tsala:Hahahaha,okay!Bye!

Yama:LetmetalktoTsala.

MmaMoxhungup.

MmaMox:ObuwaengleTsalakwala(Reading)

Whatismafele,watholaobatagontshotlisama

ticharabarekeruilemafele.



AlittlelaterthatdayatLunchtime

Tsalawalkedintherestauranttalkingtothephone

andwalkedtotheback,sheoccupiedaseat.

MeanwhileSameandRomeowalkedinandsatby

thetablenexttohers.

TsalapretendednottoseeSameandraisedher

handtothewaiter.

Waiter:HelloMam,howcanIhelpyou?

Tsala:Icalledinandorderedtwoplatesofriceand

oneplateofmadombi,orderseven,takeaways.

Waiter:Okaymam,Iwill.

Tsala:PleasegetmeaglassofwaterwhileIwait.

Waiter:Comingrightup.



Bothgirlspretendedliketheydidn'tseeeachother.

Tsalagothertakeawaysandleft.

RomeoheldSame'shandandkissedit.

Romeo:Areyouokay?

Same:Yeah!

Shetookabitefromherfoodandletoutafade

smile.

Same:Iamcoming!

Shehurriedoutsideandlookedaroundthenshe

spottedTsalagettinginhercar.

Same:Hi.



Tsalaturnedtoher.

Tsala:Hi.

Same:Longtime.

Tsala:Mmh!

Same:YouworkinMaun?

Tsala:Yes!

Same:Metoo!Atthebank.

Therewasanawkwardmoment.

Same:Itwasniceseeingyou.

Tsala:Samehere!

Same:Noshapoakere!.

Tsala:Bye!

Shegotinhercaranddrovebacktowork.



AlittlelaterthatEvening

AtTsala'sHouse

Tsalaparkedoutsidethegate,shewentinsidethe

housetogetherclothesandasshewaspacking

themsheheardacarparkoutside,shelooked

throughthewindowanditwasLebone.Heopened

thedoorandwentstraighttothebedroommeeting

Tsalainthepassage.

Lebone:Fourdayswithoutsleepingathome,

withouttakingmycalls.

Tsala:Iknow.

Lebone:Don'tsayyouknow,wherehaveyoubeen?

Tsala:Iamstayingoveratmyparents'houseokay,

youhaveaproblemwiththatkillmethen.Idon't

feelsafeorcomfortablehereknowingthatyouhave



camerasalloverthehousewatchingmyevery

move.

Lebone:SoIamthebadguy,I..

Tsala:Idon'tfeelsafearoundyouanymoreLebone,

Iamscaredofyou.Beingaroundyouislikelivingin

abattlefield,youcanexplodeanytimeanywhere,I

amscaredofyou,thisisnotwhatsignedupfor.I

knowyourwholefamilythinkswemarriedyoufor

moneybutIdidn't,Idon'tknowaboutotherpeople

butImarriedyoubecauseIlovedyouLebone.I

acceptedyourlifestylebecauseIlovedyou.

Lebone:Soyoudon'tlovemeanymore?

Tsala:Yes..YouarenotthemanIfellinlovewith,I

lookatyouandseeastranger,Iamlookinghard

tryingtoseethemanIfellinlovewiththinkingheis

stillintherebutIdon't(Crying)Iknowyoumight

beatmeforsayingthisbutIdon'tloveyouanymore.

Iamnothappy.

Lebone:Iamthebadguy,wenayouareinnocentin

allofthisakere?Ipushedyoutosleepwithyour

babydaddy?



Tsala:Yesyoudid!Yousaidnothingwillchange

betweenusyou..

Shecoveredhermouthandtookadeepbreath.

Tsala:IwillaskmyDadhowadivorceisfinalised

sinceweneverreallygotmarried.Iwantoutbefore

youkillme.Youhavealreadybrokenme.

Shecontinuedpackingherbagsandtookthefirst

onetothecarthenshecamebacktotaketheother.

Lebone:CanIhavethecarkeysandhousekeys

please.

Tsala:You...

Sheshookherheadandwentoutside,sheremoved

everythingofhersfromthecar,gotbackinsidethe

houseandpackedallherclothes.



Lebone:AndleaveeverythingthatIboughtyouor

gaveyoumoneytobuy.

Tsalashookherheadasshepackedonlyher

clothesandtookthebagsoutside

Tsala:IfyourUnclewantsyourMagadibackthenI

willtakealoanandpayyoubackeverysinglethebe.

ShesaidgivingLebonethecarkeysandthehouse

keys,shestoodoutsideandwatchedashelocked

thehouseandleftherstandingoutside.

Shelookedatthethreebagsofclothesandthat

wasallshehadtohername.Shesatontopofthe

suitcaseandbreathedinherhands.Littleraindrops

fellonher,shelookedupatthegreysky.Shesat

theregettingsoakedintherain.



**

**

**Goodmorning
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ThesameeveningattheGuestHouse

Tsalatiedherbraidsandputonashowercap,she

gotinsidetheshowerandopenedthetap.She

stoodstillasthehotwaterfellonherbody,she

wrappedherarmsaroundherselfthenshecovered

herfaceandbreathedoutheavily.Sheslowly

showered,brushedherteeththengotintobed,she



laidonherbackandlookedupattheceiling,she

tookadeepbreaththengotoutofbedandwentto

switchoffthelights,shegotbackintobedand

closedhereyesuntilshefellasleep.

TheFollowingMorning

MmaMoxfinishedbathingYama,shewenttothe

bedroomandshookRatiwhowasfastasleep.

MmaMox:Wakeup!

Rati:Mmmhmmh!

MmaMox:Wakeup.

Ratiraisedherhandandcoutedwithherfingers.

Rati:Mamatomorrowwearenotgoingtoschool

akere.



MmaMox:Yes,tsogangwanakait'sthelastday

today.

RatiwokeupandMmaMoxbathedherthen

dressedher.

Rati:Mamawee!

MmaMox:Mmaweee!

Rati:NnajaanongIamtiredofschool.Iwantto

stayhomewithyou.

MmaMox:Hahaha!

Shegavethemcerealsandtheyatewhileshefixed

theirsnacks.Thegateopenedandshelooked

throughthewindow.Tsalasteppedoutofthetaxi

andwalkedtowardsthehouse.

MmaMox:Uhuuu!



ShewenttoopenthedoorandTsalaputherbag

down.

MmaMox:Uhu,whenyousaidyouwerecomingyou

wereontheway?

Tsala:Hahaha!Igotthelastbustofrancistown.

"Tsala"Yamacamerunningfromthehouseand

huggedher,Ratifollowedandshehuggedhertoo.

Yama:Youaregoingtotakemetoschoolwithyour

car?

Shelookedbehindandtherewasnocar.

Rati:ArewegoingtoMaun?

Yama:Hahahano!Icametoseeyouguysakere.



Didyoumissme?

Rati:Yes!

Yama:MamacanIpleaseskipschooltodayI..

Rati:Metoo.

MmaMox:Nooneisskippingschoolyouwillfind

Tsalawhenyoucomebacknowgofinisheating.

Tsala:Letmetakeitfromhere.

MmaMox:Ididn'tprepareMox'sroomakerennaI

knewyouwerecomingtoday.

Tsala:It'sfineIwilljustsleepwiththekids.

MmaMox:BoneboMmaDiphinyaebilekelwala

dinko.

Thegirlslaughed.Tsalawenttoputherbagsinside

thenshewalkedYamatoschoolafterRatigotinthe

schoolbus.

AtLebone'sHouse



LeboneclickedhistonguecallingTsala'snumber

butitdidn'tgothrough."Iwantmycardsback"He

sentheratext.

Alittlelaterthesameday.

MmaMoxlookedatTsalawhowaslostinher

thoughtswashingthekidsuniforms.

MmaMox:Talktome.

Tsalalookedatherthenshewipedherhandswith

hertopandsatdown.

MmaMox:YouarenottheTsalaIknow,talktome,

whatisgoingon?

Tsala:Iamfine.



MmaMox:It'sclearyouarenotreadytotalkaboutit

butletmegiveyouageneraladvise.Nomatter

what,who,alwayschooseyoufirst.

Tsalaletoutafadesmile.

MmaMox:Obonanna,manymanyyearsagoIwas

thelaughingstockofthiswholevillage.Gotweheee

Oilemonna,Ifailedtokeepaman.Myparentstried

totalktome.YouknowwhatItoldeveryone,Igot

marriedtobehappynotkeepaman,whenIwasno

longerhappywithmyhusbandIleft.Nooneknows

goreIleft,theyallthoughthechasedme,even

todayaroundthevillageIamthatwomanwhowas

abandonedwiththreekidsbutyouknowwhatI

reallyam.Iamthewomanwhowasnotscaredto

startoverafterfifteenyearsofmarriage,Iamthe

womanwholeftanunhappymarriage,Iamthe

womanwhodidn'tkeepamanbutkeptmysanity

andhappiness.Idon'tknowwhatyouaregoing

throughbutIwantyoutoalwaysputyourselffirst



okay.Whateveryoudoshouldbebecauseitmakes

youhappynotbecauseitmakesanotherperson

happy.

Tsalawipedhertearswithhertshirtandknodher

head.

MmaMox:IhaveseenyouatyourhappiestandI

cantellyouarenothappy.

Tsala:(Crying)Iamnot.

MmaMox:Ifawomanwiththreekids,uglyasme

withadeadeyecan..

Tsala:Don'tsaythataboutyourself.Youare

beautifulasyouare.

MmaMox:Akereit'showtheydiscribemeinthe

village.Look,Iamnotsayingwalkaway,Iam

sayingifit'snotworthfightingforthenleave.

Tsalawipedhertearsasthegirlscamefromthe



tuckshopeatingicepopsandmabudula.

MmaMox:Youdidn'tbuyforme?

Rati:It'snotforoldpeople.

MmaMox:Sies,TsalaisgoingtomorrowIwilldeal

withyou.

Yama:Tsaaaee!(Take)

MmaMox:NoIdon'twant,itsnotforthekidsakere.

LaterwhenIdrinkmyCokedon'ttellmeyouwant,

it'snotforthekids,kidsandadultsdon'tshare

Tsalalaughedandcontinuedwashing.

LaterthatEvening

Lebonefinishedchanginglocksthenhedroveto

RraTumi'shouse.Hisphonerangasheparkedby

thegate.



Lebone:HeyIwillcallyoubackinafew.

HehungupandwenttothehousewhereRraTumi

andMariamweresittinginfrontofthehouse

readingtheBible.Theyexchangedgreetingsthen

Mariamexcusedherself.

Lebone:IsTsalahere!

RraTumilookedathimforafewsecondsandtook

adeepbreath.

RraTumi:YouareherhusbandIshouldbeasking

youwheresheisnottheotherwayround.

Lebone:TsalaissleepingwithMoemedi.

RraTumi:Givemeafewminutes.



Hestoodupandwentinsidethehouse,aboutfive

minuteslaterhecamewithboilingwaterinapot.

Lebonequicklystoodup.

RraTumi:Getoutofmyyard!

Lebone:I..

RraTumi:Doshitfuc***bastard.Itoldyouifyou

everhurtmydaughterIwillboilyourballsakere,is

thatwhyshehasbeenstayinghere,youbeather?

Lebone:Ididn't...

RraTumi:Ketagokarafadithalaboy...(Iwilldip

yourballsinthishotwaterboy)

Lebonerantohiscar,gotinsideanddroveaway.

**

**Goodnight
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RraTumi:Ketagokarafadithalaboy...(Iwilldip

yourballsinthishotwaterboy)

Lebonerantohiscar,gotinsideanddroveaway.

Marriam:RraTumi?

RraTumi:Itoldyoumalobagorehedidsomething

toherakere,ItoldyouIdon'tbuywhatshesaid

aboutmissinghermother.Hebetternotsethisfoot

here,Iamgoingtogetmydaughter.Imarriedoff

mydaughternotsenthertobeapunchingbag.

Bringmemyphone.

Marriamwentinsideandcamewiththephone.

RraTumidialedTsalabuthernumberdidn'tgo



through.Hecalledagainandagainuntilhegaveup.

RraTumi:Itoldyoumalobagorehedidsomething

toher,Iknowmydaughter.

Thesameevening

TsalablewaironYama'snailsthenshepainted

Rati's.

Yama:Wearebeautifulakere!

Tsala:Yes!

ThedooropenedandTutucamein.MmaMoxjust

lookedatherandkeptquiet.Shesatdownand

lookedatsomeofthenailpolishesTsalahad

brought.



Tutu:CanI?

Tsala:Sure!

Tutulookedathergrandmotherandlaughed.

Tutu:Mamakantejaanonghowareyoulookingat

me?

MmaMox:HowamIlookingatyou?

Tutu:Likethat!

MmaMox:Wantena,wherehaveyoubeen?

Tutu:IwentwithFelicitytotheshopsakere.

MmaMox:Ifyoufallpregnant..

Tutu:Sheeehahaha,kanteeverythingispregnancy

toyou?

MmaMox:IwillcallyourUnclesonyou,yougoout

intheafternoonandcomebackaftereighteveryday.

Nnakaregotoschoolngwaakaandbesomething

inlife,wenaif..



Tutu:OkayfineIwillneverleavehomeuntilIgoto

tertiarythen.

MmaMox:NxnxnxboTutuweeee!

Tutu:AahMama,nnaIamnotdoinganythingthan

canlendmeintrouble.JustforyourinformationI

amnothavingse*,youshouldbeworriedaboutbo

RatileYamawhohidewithShimaneinthetoilet.

Tsala:What?

Rati:YesShimanenearewa.lgorebontsha...

MmaMox:(Snapped)Heeeyngwanawaga

Moemedi,didn'tItellyouIwillbeatyouifyouever

saythatword?

Ratikeptquiet.

Tsala:Tellmewhathappened?Hahaha!

Noonesaidanything.



Tsala:Tutu?

Tutu:AllIamsayingisyoushouldbeworriedabout

thesetwo.

Tsala:Hahahabathong,tellme!MmaMox!

MmaMoxstoodup.

MmaMox:Iamnotsayinganything,mygirls

promisedmetheywillnotdoitanymorethat'swhyI

haven'ttoldanyone.

Tutu:(InEnglish)Don'tworryIwilltellyoulater.

Tsala:Hahahah!

Rati:TutuIheardyou,wareyouwilltellTsalalater.

Yama:Iheardyoutoo.

Tutu:HahahaIdidn'tsaythat.

Shestoodupandwenttoherbedroom.



MmaMox:Gogetyourfoodandeatoryouate

whereyouwere?Batalejesetsa!

AtTumi'sHouse

Tumiwipedhishandsandgrabbedhisphone,he

pickedupandputonloudspeakerwhilehedriedhis

head.

Tumi:Hello!

RraTumi:Isyoursisterwithyou?

Tumi:Nowhy?

RraTumi:Didyoutalktohertodaybecausesheleft

yesterdayandhasn'tcomeback,hernumberisoff.

Tumi:Ihaven'ttalkedtoTsalaindays,what

happened?



RraTumitoldhimeverythingthathethought

happened.Tumisatdownandcuppedhisface.

Tumi:PapaIwillcallyoulater.

Hehungupandputonhisclothesthenhegrabbed

hiscarkeysanddrovetoTsala'shousedialingher

numberbutitdidn'tgothrough.Heknockedonthe

doorseveraltimesandgaveup,justashewas

abouttogobacktohiscartheneighbourcalledhim.

Neighbour:YouareTsala'sbrother?

Tumi:Yes,haveyouseenher?

Neighbour:Idon'tmeantobenoisybutyesterdayI

sawthemfighting,hemusthavekickedherout

becausehelockedthehouseleavingheroutsidein

therain,thismorninghecametotakethecarand

thenIsawhimchangelocks.

Tumi:YoumeanLebone?



Neighbour:Yes.TsalaeneIhaven'tseenhersince

maabane.

Tumi:Thankyouforthatinformation.

HewalkedtohiscardialingJohn.

John:SureT..

Tumi:Okae?WearegoingtoLebone'sHouse.

John:Whathappened?

Tumi:HehasstartedbeatingTsalaagain.

John:What?

Tumi:Iwantyouto..John..John!

Hehadhunguponhim.HecalledJohnbackbuthe

didn'tpickup."Don'tdoanythingstupid"Tumisent

atextwhilehedrovetoLebone'shouse.

AtSame'shouse



SamerestedherheadonRomeo'schestwhilethey

watchedamovieonhislaptop.Romeosmiledat

herashetracedhisfingersinherhair.Hecleared

histhroat.

Romeo:Babewee!

Same:Yeah!

Romeo:Ifwehadababyit..

Samegotupandlookedathim.Sheletoutafade

smile.

Romeo:Itwillbecutelikemummy.

Same:Youarealreadythinkingaboutkids?

Romeo:Justthinkingoutloud.

Same:ToldyouIamnothavingkidsoutofwedlock.

Romeo:Let'sgetmarriedthen.



Same:What,youthink..

Romeotookoutaringcasefromunderthepillow.

Samequicklyjumpedoffthebedandcoveredher

mouth.

Tsala:Babe?

Romeo:Iknowthestoryofourloveisonly

beginning.Let'swriteourownhappyending.You

deservetheverybest,someonewhowillbackyou

upwithoutlimits,letyougrowwithoutborders,and

loveyouwithoutend.Willyouletmebetheone?

Same:(Crying)Babeee!

Heopenedthecaseandgotonhisknee.

Same:Babe!



Shehelpedhimstandupandhuggedhim.

AtLebone'sHouse

ColinopenedthedoorandJohnstormedinside.

John:WhereisLebone?

Lebonecamefromthekitchen.

Lebone:What'sgoingon!

John:Whereismysister?

Lebone:Iamnotawh****keeper!

Johnpunchedhimontheface.

John:Didn'tItellyouto...



HepunchedLeboneagain,Lebonepushedhim

backandgrabbedaknife.

Colin:Lebone...

John:Otseelamangthipamona?

Hesaidmovingintohimandgrabbedthehandthat

heldtheknife.Lebonemovedtheknifetotheother

handandpushedJohn.

John:Fightlikeamanthatyouthinkyouare,kana

youonlyknowhowtobeatmysister?

HemovedintoLeboneagainandpushedhimback

hardwithbothhishands.



John:Keengyoucan't...

Lebonestabbedhimonthestomach.

**

**
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HemovedintoLeboneagainandpushedhimback

hardwithbothhishands.

John:Keengyoucan't...



Lebonestabbedhimonthestomach.,Johnpushed

himbackhardagainstthewallandstarted

punchinghim,Lebonethrewtheknifedownand

theyfoundforit,Johngrabbeditbythesharpside

andLebonepulleditcuttinghimalittleonthehand.

"Stop,Lebonepleasestop"Colinshoutedandran

outsideforhelp,immediatelyTumiparkedoutside

andcamerunning.HepassedColinandwent

straighttothehouse.HepulledLeboneoffJohn

andpunchedhim,Lebonefellonthesofaandhe

helpedJohnstand.

Tumi:Areyouokay?

Johnwipedthebloodoffhislipsandknodhishead.

TumiturnedtoLebone.

Tumi:Whereismysister?



John:DoI...

Tumigrabbedhimbythetshirtandheadedhim.

Tumi:Oskampuisamakgakga,karewhereismy

sister.

Lebone:Idon'tknow.

Tumi:Didn'tItellyounottoeverlayyourhandon

her,didn'tItellyouwhatwillhappennext?

HesaidpushinghimbackandLebonefellonthe

sofaagain."Let'skillthisdog"Johnpullinguphis

tshirtandthestabbwasalittleone.

Tumi:Johngowaitoutside.

John:I..

Tumi:Gowaitoutsideandmakesurenoonecomes

inside.



Johnwenttostandoutsideandclosedthedoor.

Colin:What'sgoingon?

John:It'snoneofyourbusiness.

Colin:(Crying)Whatishedoingtohim?

Shelookedthroughthewindowbutshecouldn'tsee

anythingthensheheardsomethingheavyfall.After

afewminutesTumicameout.

Tumi:Let'sgo!

ColinraninsidethehouseandLebonewasonthe

floorcrying.

Colin:Babe!



Outside

John:Whatdidyoudotohim?

Tumi:Havethatwoundcheckedout.

John:Tumi!

Tumigotinhiscaranddroveoff,Johnlookedback

atthehousebeforehegotinhiscaranddroveoff

too.

Thesamenight

Tsalawokeuptosomeoneknockingonthedoor

thensheheardadeepvoiceoutside,sheputonher

gownandstoodbythedoor.

Tsala:Whoisit?



Shelookedatthetimeonherphone.

Mox:It'sMox!

Tsala:Mox?

Sheopenedthedoor.

Mox:Isawthelightsonwonderingwhowas

sleepinginmyroom.

Tsala:Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming.

Mox:Ididn'tknowyouwereheretoo.

Hethrewhisbagonthechairandlookedatthetwo

girlssleeping.

Tsala:Wewillgosleepwith..

Mox:It'sfine,theyarealreadysleeping,Iwillsleep

onthesofa.



Tsala:Okay!

Moxclosedthedoorandremovedhisshoes.

Mox:It'smydayofftomorrowsoIthoughtIshould

comeseethegirls.

Tsala:Mmmh!

Mox'sphonerang.

Mox:Hello!

Tumi:Hi,canIhaveyourmother'snumberplease.

Mox:Ohokaybutsheissleepingrightnow.

Tumi:Yeah,IjustwanttoknowifTsalaisthere

because..

Mox:YesTsalaishere.

Tumi:Okoserule?



Mox:Yes!

Tumi:ThankGod,canyoupleasegiveherthe

phone.

MoxpassedthephonetoTsalaandsheclearedher

throat.

Tsala:Elegoreshyareyounotcallingmeonmy

phone?

Tumi:Becauseitsoff.

Tsala:Eheeekana,keitsapiletochargeit.

Tumi:Areyouokay?

Tsala:Yeswhy?

Tumi:Jaanongwhydidn'tyoutellusgoreLebone

lockedyououtofthehouse?

TsalalookedatMoxthenshegotoffbed,putonher

flipflopsandwentoutside.



Tsala:Whotoldyouthat?

Tumi:Andthathetookyourcar?

Tsalawipedhertearswalkingtowardsthegate.

Tumi:Didn'titellyougorehewillneverchange?

Tsala:...

Tumi:Nowtellmegoreifyouwerestayingwith

Yamawhat..

Tsala:Tumiplease!

Tumi:Youarestillstaying?

Tsala:No!

Tumi:Good!Iamgladyouareokay.

Tsala:Thanks!

Shehungupandwenttositonthestoopforafew



minutesbeforeshewentbackinsidethehouse.

Mox:Areyouokay?

Tsala:No!

Moxhuggedherandtheysatonthesofa.He

rubbedherback,Tsalahuggedhimtightlycrying

outloud.

Thefollowingmorning

Samefinishedwashingtheplatesthenshewentto

getherringinthedrawer.Shelookedatitforafew

minutes,shesatonthebedandputitonherfinger

andsmiled.ShegotinterruptedbyRomeo'scall.

Same:Hey!

Romeo:Hey,youcanhavebreakfastIamkindof



runningalittlelate.

Same:Ohokay!

Romeo:OkaybyeI..

Same:Wait..AreyoumadatmethatIdidn'taccept

theproposal?

Romeo:Youdidn'tsaynoeither.

Same:Hahaha!

Romeo:Iloveyoustill.

Same:Iloveyoutoobabe!

Romeohungup,Sameremovedtheringandputit

backinthecasethensheshoweredandwentto

seehermother.

AtSerule

MmaMoxlookedatTsalaandMoxlaughinglooking

atsomethinginhisphone.Sheclearedherthroat



andcalledTsala.

Tsala:Mma?

MmaMox:Moxarehearrivedbosigo?

Tsala:Yeshe..

MmaMox:Whydidn'tyoucomesleepwithus?

Tsala:Oh,itwaslateand..

MmaMox:Tsala!

Tsalalaughed.

Tsala:HesleptonthesofaandIsleptonthebed

withthekids.

MmaMox:Osure?

Tsala:HahayesIamsure.

MmaMox:Okay!Knowthatthosegirlsareold

enoughtohearthingsandseethings.



Tsala:Haha,Iswearnothinghappened.

MmaMox:Okay!

AtLebone'sHouse

Colinhelpedhimdrinkthewaterthenhehelpedhim

laydownonthebed.

Colin:Youhavetoreportthem,bonahelawhathe

didtoyou.

Lebone:..

Colin:Babe!

Lebone:Ican'tokay!

Colin:Elegore..

Lebone:Givememyphone.

ColingavehimthephoneandhedialedTsalabut

shedidn'tpickup."Leftyourcaratwork,thehouse



keysareinside"hesentthetexttoTsala.

Colin:Youaregivingherthecarandhouseback?

Lebone:..

Colin:Kantewhathappenedyesterday,youwon't

reportthosemenebileyouaregivingTsalaback

thehouseandcar,what'sgoingon,whatdothey

haveoveryou?

Lebonekeptquiet.

2YearsLater

**

**
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2YearsLater

TheshowercurtainopenedandTsalasteppedinto

theshowernaked,shewrappedherarmsaround

Mox'storsothenkissedhisback,heturnedaround

andtheykissed.Moxclosedtheshowerandpicked

heruppinningheragainstthewall.

Mox:Ididn'thearyoucomein!

Hepressedhislipsonhersthenhekissedherneck

andrubbedhisDonhernunu,Tsalamoa***softly,

heturnedheraroundandpinnedbothherhands

againstthewall,heaggressivelykissedherback

andneckthenshefelthiswholeDslidein.



"Ohh"shemoan***softlyashegaveherabitofthe

morningglory.Hefinishedandpulledoutthenhe

openedtheshoweronbothofthem.Tsalaturnedto

himandplantedasoftkissonhislips.

Tsala:Goodmorning.

Mox:Hey!

Hekissedheragainandtheyhelpedeachother

shower.TheysteppedouttogetherandTsalagot

intobed,shewatchedMoxashegotreadyforwork.

Heputonhisuniformandsatdownputtingonhis

boots.

Mox:KantewhydoyoulikewatchingmeEverytime

Igetready?

Tsala:Becauseyouaresexy!



Moxsmiledandstoodup.Tsala'sphonerangand

shesmiledpickingup.

Tsala:Hello!

MmaMox:Hello,youareawake?

Tsala:Yes!

MmaMox:Ehe,ngwanawagaMmaPolokoareshe

iscomingtheretomorrowsoshewillcomewith

themtosaveyouthetrip.

Tsala:Ohokaythennoproblemyouwillgivehermy

numberakere?

MmaMox:Iwilldothat.Whereistheirfather,Ihave

beentryinghisnumberheisnotpickingup.

Tsala:(LookedatMox)Huh,Idon'tknow,Ihaven't

seenhimindays.

MmaMox:Okaynoproblem.

Shehungup,Moxstoodinfrontofherthenhe

leanedoverandkissedher.



Tsala:AnswerMmaMox'scalls.

Mox:Whydidn'tyoutellherwearetogether?

Tsala:Soearlyinthemorning,howwasI..

Mox:Areyouashamedtotellpeopleweareback

togetherbecauseIamasecurityguard?

Tsala:Don'tbelikethat,youknowthat'snottrue.

Moxreachedforhisphoneandheadsets.

Mox:Seeyoulater.

Tsala:Babe!

Shegotoutofbedandfollowedhim.

Tsala:YouknowIamnotashamedofyou.Iwould

neverbeashamedofyoubecauseofwhereyou

work.



Shesteppedonhertoesandkissedhim.

Mox:Osure?

Tsala:Evenifyouworkedtocuttreesbythesideof

theroad.

Moxsmiled,Tsalakissedhimagainandsheclosed

thedoorafterhim.

AtSame'sHouse

Shetookashortprayerthenshepeedontwohome

pregnancysticksandputthemflatonthefloor

beforesheranoutside.Shetookadeepbreath

lookingatthetimetappingherfeetontheground.

Herphonerangandshepickedup.



Romeo:HeyIjustwokeup,didyoutest?

Same:Yes,I..Iamwaitingfortheresults.

Romeo:Letmevideocall.

Heswitchedtoavideocall.

Romeo:OkaynowIamnervous.

Same:Hahaha,IthoughtyouwerepositivegoreI

ampregnant.

Romeo:Youhavethesignsandsymptomsakere

plusIknowwhatwedid.

Same:Huuuu!Youready?

Shesaidopeningthedoorandswitchedtotheback

camera.

Romeo:Gakebonezoomin.



Samezoomedinonthenegativetestresultson

boththetwoteststicks.

Same:(Excited)Notpregnant.

Romeo:(Dissapointed)Oh!Iwassosuregorethis

timeyouwillbe.

Same:Mmmh!Sorrybabe,liketheDoctorsaidwe

arebothstillyoungandwearebothhealthy,itwill

eventuallyhappen.

Romeo:Yeah!Iwashopingitwouldbesoonerbut

hey,God'stimeisthebestakere.

Same:Imissyou!

Romeo:Imissyoumorebabe!Ican'twaittosee

younextweekFriday.Ipromiseyouwhenyougo

backyouaregoingtogobackpregnant.

Same:Haha!Letmeshowerandgetreadyforwork.

Romeo:Iloveyou!

Same:Iloveyou!



RomeohungupandSametouchedherstomach.

Shetookadeepbreath,lookedattheringonher

fingerthenshefellonthebedonherbackand

lookedupattheceiling.

AtTsala'sNewHouse

Tsalacouldn'tstopthinkingaboutwhatMoxsaid

aboutherbeingashamedofhimbecausehewasa

securityguard.Shetookadeepbreath,searched

foraphotoofthemtogetherandposteditonher

Facebookcaptioned"Myfirstlove"andSamewas

thefirsttoreactwithaheartemoji.

Alittlelaterthatmorning

Sameclosedthetherapistdoorandwenttoseat

down.Thetherapistintroducedherselfandmade

theatmospherecomfortableforher.Samecleared

herthroat.



Same:Iamscared..

Thetherapistputherbookandpendown.She

lookedatherstudyingherbodylanguage.

Therapist:Whatareyouscaredof?

Same:WhatifIfallpregnantanditsagirl.

Therapist:What'swrongwithhavingagirlchild?

Same:WhatifshegoesthroughwhatIwent

through.

Samesunkontheseatandcoveredherfacecrying.

Thetherapistpushedaboxoftissuestoher.

Therapist:Whatdidyougothrough?

LaterthatAfternoon



Moxwipedhishandsandreachedforhisphone.He

hadansmsfromablockednumber,heclickedonit

anditwasKesego."Kekopatigalebeleyamerra,I

heardgatwewabereka.766####paytocellor

instantmoney"(Iheardthatyouareworking,Iwant

damages766###paytocellorinstantmoney)

**

**

Goodnight
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"Kekopatigalebeleyamerra,Iheardgatwewa

bereka.766####paytocellorinstantmoney"(I

heardthatyouareworking,Iwantdamages



766###paytocellorinstantmoney)

Moxlaughedandclickedhistongue.Heputhis

phonebackinhispocketandanothersmscame

throughbuthedidn'topenit.

AtSame'shouse

Sameparkedinfrontofthehouseandstayedinthe

carforabouttenminuteswithherheadonthe

steeringwheel.Shegotinterruptedfromher

thoughtsbyhermother'scall.

Same:Hello!

Ditshego:Hi,yousaidyouwillsendmoneyfor..

Same:NohelloSamehowareyoudoing?

Ditshego:Idon'thaveairtimethat'swhyIwantedto

getstraighttothepoint.



Same:Iwillsendthemoney!

Ditshego:Howareyou?

Same:I..

Theairtimefinishedandshedidn'tcallhermother

back.

Laterthatevening

Tsalapushedthetrolleytothecarwhenshe

noticedamanwalkingbehindher.Shelooked

aroundandtherewerefewpeopleintheparkinglot.

Tsala:IfyoutouchmeI..

Abel:Youdroppedthis.

Hesaidshowingherherbankcard.



Tsala:OhIamsorryI.

Abel:Haha.

Tsala:Thesedaysyouneverknowkanacriminals

arecleanandhandsome.

Abel:Oh,thankyouforthecompliment.

Theybothlaughed.Abelhelpedheropentheboot

andputthefoodinside.

Tsala:Thankyou!

Abel:Youarewelcome.

Heclosedit,Tsalagotinthecarandreversedout,

Abelwavedatherthengotinhiscaranddroveoff.

AtTsala'sHouse

Moxlookedathiscertificatesandtookadeep



breath,hecuppedhisfaceandputthembackinthe

envelopeandputthembackunderthedoor.He

heardacarparkoutside,hestoodupandwent

outsideandhelpedTsalatakethegroceriesinside

thehouse.

Tsala:Hey!

Shesaidkissinghim,Moxletoutafadesmileand

kissedherback.

Tsala:What?

Mox:Iamloosinghope,maybeIstudiedthewrong

course.

Tsala:Iamsuresomethingwillcomeup,you..

Mox:When?Ithasbeenfiveyearscomeon,

everyoneIwenttoschoolwithisworkingordoing

somethingandIamstuckasasecurityguard.

Tsala:Iamsorry!



Shehuggedhim,Moxsteppedback,shesatdown

andcuppedhisface.Tsalasatnexttohimandpat

hisback.

Tsala:SomethingwillcomeupBabe!

Mox:Untilwhenareyougoingtotakecareofme

andmychildren?

Tsala:Don'tsaythat

Mox:Ifeelhopelessanduseless.

Tsalahuggedhimandtheyhugged.

Tsala:HowcanIhelpyou?Tellmewhatbusiness

youwanttodomaybeIcanhelp.

Mox:No,youarealreadydoing..

Tsala:TellmeifIdon'thelpyouwhowill?Your

brotherismarriednowhecan'thelpyoulikehe



usedtobefore.SeriouslyIdon'tmindbabe,lennaI

don'tlikeseeingyouinthisstate.

Mox:..

Tsala:Whatifitwasmeinthisstate,wereyounot

goingtohelpme?Pridefulmuch?

Mox:GaseprideyouarealreadyhelpingmealotI..

Tsala:Babe!

Shemadehimlookather.

Tsala:Okaylet'ssayitsaloanthenIseegorepride

isgettingthebestofyou.

Moxsmiled.Tsalasatontopofhimandwrapped

herarmsaroundhisneck.

Mox:Youaregoingtobelateforwork.

Tsala:NoIwon't,Iwanttolistentoyourideas.



Mox:Don'tlaughiftheyarestupid.

Tsala:OkayIwon'tlaugh.

Mox:Ihavebeeninsecurityforyearsandthese

peoplemakemoney,likeseriousmoney.

Tsala:Okay!

ShesaidlookingintoMox'seyes.

Mox:Theirproblemskegoretheyallbringthesame

thingtothetable.

Tsala:Mmmh,sowenawhatwillyoubebringing

thatisdifferent?

Mox:Iwanttooffersecurityforeverything..

Tsalasmiledasshelistenedtohisideas.She

lookedathowpassionatehewaswhenhespoke.

Mox:Whatdoyouthink?Behonest!



Tsala:Iliketheidea,canIgiveadvicethough?

Mox:Sure!

Tsala:TellTumiaboutyouridea,heisaverygood

businessmanhewillgiveyoufreeadvice.

Mox:Iwilldothat

Tsala:Otherwiseit'saverygoodideaandIlikeit,I

personallywoulduseyoursecuritygapeakerethe

bossissexy.

Mox:Hahaha!

Tsala:Iloveyou.

Mox:Iloveyoumore!

Shekissedhimandgotup,Moxpulledherback

ontohim,helookedatthetimeonthephoneand

putitdown..

Mox:Whereareyougoingwestillhaveanhourleft.



Hesaidkissingherandpulledupherdressandshe

wasnotwearingapanty.Heputheronthetable,

gotbetweenherlegsand..#*#*#*

ThefollowingDay

AtTumi'sOffice

TumiattentivelylistenedtoMox'sbusinessidea

andjotteddownafewthings.Moxfinishedtalking

andlookedatTumi,Heclearedhisthroatandknod

hishead.

Tumi:Thisisactuallyaverygoodidea,Iloveitebile

keipotsawhyhaven'tIthoughtaboutitbefore.

Theybothlaughed.



Tumi:Hahaokay,nohonestlyit'sagoodidea,you

haveplannedeverythingthrough,Ilovethatyou

haveatargetmarket.AllIcandoisgiveyoudi

advicehelagorestartingabusinesscanbethe

mostdepressingthingever.Asgoodasyour

servicewillbepeopleareloyaltowhattheyare

usedto,soyouwillhavetobestrageticeabout

marketing.Don'tbescaredtousemoney.Most

timesinterprenuersfailbecausetheyputahigh

pricetotheirservicesbeforetheygetclients.Client

haetlaereIcanaffordtopaythismuchwagana,

what'sloosingathousand.WhenIstartedmy

businessIlostthousands,sometimesIwouldmake

profityaonlytwothousandkahaIhadtopay

workersandendeduppayingfrommypocket,I

don'tmeantobebragbutrightnowmoMaunwho

doesn'tknowourservicesorwhohasn'theard

aboutthem?

Moxknodhishead.Tumistoodupandpathisback

"Patiencemyguy,patienceisavertue".Moxstood

upandtheylefttogetherbumpingintoLeboneby



thedoor.MoxlookedatTumi.

Tumi:Wewilltalkakere?

MoxlookedatTumithenatLebone.

Mox:Sure!

Heleftandlookedbehind,Tumiclosedthedoor

closinghimandLeboneinside.

**

**

Goodafternoon
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AtTheBusRank

Thegirlssteppedoutofthebusholdingtheirback

packsandlookedaround."Whoareyoulooking

for?"Tsalaaskedstandingbehindthem.

Yama:Tsala!

SheexcitedlyhuggedTsala,Ratihuggedhertoo

andTsalapickedherup.

Rati:Nnaididn'teatmyfood,Yamaateallhers.

Tsala:Hahaha!

MmaPoloko'sdaughtergaveTsalathegirlsbagand



theyexchangedgreetings.

Tsala:Thankyousomuchforcomingwiththem.

Her:Youarewelcome.

Tsala:Ihopetheydidn'tgiveyouproblemsonthe

way.

Her:Waiwhentheywerenotsleepingtheywere

talkingandlookingoutsidethebus.

Tsala:Oh,thankyousomuch,letmedropyouoff.

Her:Thanks!

MmaMox'scallcamethroughasshedroveoutof

thebusrank.

Tsala:Hello!

MmaMox:Havetheyarrived?

Tsala:Yesbutwehaven'tarrivedhometheyjust

arrivednow.



MmaMox:Okayyouwillcallmewhenyougethome.

Tsala:Bye!

TsaladroppedMmaPoloko'sdaugherather

boyfriend'shousethenshedrovehome.

Yama:Tsalawee!

Tsala:TheemmacallmeMummyhelajustoncein

yourlife.

Rati:Lenna?(Metoo?)

Tsala:Yesyoutoo!

Rati:MamaareIamgoingtogotoschoolkwano

nextyeargakebalafour.

Tsala:Yeah?

Rati:Metoo?

Tsala:Huh?Idon'tknowIwillaskyour

grandmother.



Ratikeptquietandlookedoutsidethecar.

Rati:Iwishyouweremyrealmother.

TsalalookedatRati,thatwasthelastthingshe

expectedtohearfromher.

Yama:Tsalaisyourrealmum,akereTsala?

Rati:Sheisnot!IheardMmaPolokoaresheisnot

mymum.

RatiquicklyansweredbeforeTsalacould.

Yama:Okaywecanshareherthenlikeweshare

daddyakereTsala?

Tsala:Yeah!

Yama:DidyouhearthatRati,nowyouhaveamum

too.



TsalalookedbackatRati.

Yama:Youfeelbetternow?

Rati:Yeah!

Tsalasmiledandparkedinfrontofthegate,both

girlssteppedoutandwenttoopenthegatethen

theygotbackinthecarandTsalaparkedinfrontof

thehouse.

Moxopenedthedoorandtheyrantohim,hepicked

thembothandkissedthem.

Yama:Daddyyoustayheretoo?

MoxlookedatTsalaandsmiled.



Mox:Icametoseeyouguysakere!

Hekissedthemagainandwentinsidethehouse.

Tsalafollowedwiththeirbagsandwenttoputthem

intheirroom.

Mox:Hey!

HekissedTsala.

Tsala:WenttoseeTumi?

Mox:Yeswetalked.

Tsala:And?

Mox:Helikesmyideasandthinkstheyaregood,he

gavemeadvicetoo.

Tsala:Itoldyouheisagoodbusinessman.

Mox:Yeah,IalsosawLebone.

Tsala:Lebone?Whatdidhewant?



Mox:Yes!HearrivedwhenIleft.

Tsalaraisedhereyebrows.

Mox:Yeah,Iwassurprised,whatbusinessdoes

TumihavewithLebone?

Tsalaraisedhershoulders.

Mox:Anywaymaybekebusinesshela.

Tsala:Yeah!

Moxkissedherthenquicklysteppedbackasthe

girlscamerunninginthebedroom.

Yama:Tsalaicecreamemofridgekeyarona?

Tsala:Yes!



SheandMoxfollowedthemtothekitchenthenshe

putsomeicecreaminconesforthemandthey

wenttothesittingroom.

AttheTherapist'sOffice

Samelookedupastearsrolleddownhercheeksas

shewasforcedtorevisitmemoriesshewantedso

badtoblockandforget.Shereachedforanother

tissueandblewhernose.

Therapist:Same!

Same:I..(Sobbing)..I..

Shetookadeepbreathandwipedhertears.She

closedhereyesandcouldfeelSechaba'sweighton

topofher,hissmellandhissmileasherap**her.



Therapist:Itwasnotyourfault,hewasasickman

whoneededhelp.Youwereachild,heshouldhave

protectedyouinsteadoftakingadvantageofyou.I

don'twantyoutoblameyourselfforwhatthatsick

mandidtoyou.Youdidn'tchooseit,youwerea

child,itdidn'tmatterwhatyouworearoundhim,he

wassupposedtoseeyouasachildthatyouwere.

Youdidnothingwrong.

Samewipedhertears,shetriedtospeakbut

somethingbigandpainfulstuckonherthroat.

Thesameevening

Tsalaclosedthegateandgotinthepassenger's

side,shelookedbehindifthekidswerefineasMox

droveout.

Mox'sphonerangandTsalapickeditforhim,she

lookedatthecallerIDthenatMox.



Tsala:WhoisSame?

Mox:Huh?

Tsalapickedupandputonloudspeaker.

Tsala:Araba!

Mox:Aahaah!

Hetookthephonefromher.

Mox:Hello!

Same:HeykeSame!

MoxlookedatTsala.

Mox:Hi!



Same:Theerrakekopafavour.

MoxlookedatTsalaandlaughed.

Mox:Favour?

Same:CanIhaveTsala'snumberplease,Ijustwant

totalktoher.

Mox:Oh,I..(LookedatTsala)I..

Same:Please,Iwouldn'tbegifitwasn'timportant.

Tsala:Moeneele(Giveittoher)

Mox:Okay,7674####

Same:Thanks!

Hehungup,Tsalalookedathimwithanattitude.

Mox:What,I..

Tsala:Blockanddeletehernumber,youarenot



allowedtobefriendswithpeoplethatarenotmy

friendsanymore.

Mox:BabeI..

Tsala:Useyourfingerprint.

Moxunlockedhisphoneandgaveher.Shewent

throughhiscontactsandblockedafewnumbers

beforeshedeletedthem.

Mox:Whenyouaredonegivemeyourphonetooke

bloke.

Tsala:WhoI..

Mox:BoLawrence.

Tsalalaughed.

Tsala:WhyLawrenceoutofallpeople?

Mox:Bring!



Tsalatookoutherphoneandasshewasaboutto

giveittoMoxitrang.

Tsala:Hello!

Same:HiTsalait'sSame.

Tsala:MmmhIheardthatyouhavebeenaskingfor

mynumber,howcanIhelpyou?

**

**

Goodnight
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Tsala:Hello!

Same:HiTsalait'sSame.

Tsala:MmmhIheardthatyouhavebeenaskingfor

mynumber,howcanIhelpyou?

Same:Canwemeetandtalk.

Tsala:About?

Same:Please,Iwon'ttakemuchofyourtimejust

tenminutes.

Tsala:Iamgoingtoworkbutwecanmeet

tomorrow,cometomyhouseIwillsendyouthe

address.

Same:Thanks!

Tsalarolledhereyesandputherphonebetween

herlegs.

Mox:Areng?



Tsala:Shewantstomeet.

Mox:For?

Tsala:That'swhyIagreedIamcurioustoo.

Mox:Oh!

HebithislowerlipwonderingwhatwasitSame

wantedtospeaktoTsalaabout.Hedroppedheroff

atthehospitalgate,shesaidgoodbyetothegirls

andleft.

MoxdialedSame'snumberwhiledrivingtothemall.

Same:Hello!

Mox:Hey,whydoyouwanttomeetwithTsala?

Same:RelaxIamnotgoingtotellherthatweslept

together,Iknowthatyouarebacktogethernow.

Mox:Thanks!



Hehungupandlookedbackatthekids.

Mox:Whowantspizza?

Rati:Me!

Yama:Andmetoo!

AttheHospital

Tsala'scolleaguehandedsomefilestoherand

explainedafewthings.

Tsala:Ohokaythanks.

Colleague:HaveyoumeettheDoctorNyambe?

Tsala:No,ishestrictlike..

Colleague:Heishot!

Tsala:Hahahaisthattheonlythingyoupickedup?

Colleague:It'shardtoignore.



Theybothlaughed,Colleagueleftandshewalked

upthestairslookingatsomereportsshehadin

hand.

"Weencourageheathlylifestylebutmostworkers

hereusetheelevatormorethanthestairs."Tsala

turnedaroundandsmiled.

Tsala:Okay,whatdidIdropthistime.

Abel:Hahaha.Hi!

Tsala:Hi..

Tsalalookedatthenameonhiscoatandhewas

thenewDoctorNyambe.Theysilentlywalkedup

thestairsandseperatedbothgoingtheirway.

ThefollowingMorning



Moxparkedinfrontofthehouseafterpickingup

Tsalafromworkthenhewentinsidethehouseand

wentstraighttotheshower.Afewminuteslater

Tsalajoinedhim,shekissedhisbackandheturned

around.Hekissedherandpickedheruppinningher

againstthewall.

Mox:Howquietcanyoube?

TsalagiggledasMoxfu**heragainstthewall.

AtSame'sHouse

Shesteppedoutofthebathroomnakedandsaton

thebed,shereachedforbodylotionwhensomeone

knockedonthedoor,shelookedatthetimeandit

wastooearlyforvisitors.Sheputonhergownand

wenttoopenthedoor.



Shesmiledandsteppedbackcoveringherface

thenshejumpedonRomeo.

Same:Babe!

Romeohuggedhertightlyandtheywentinsidethe

house.

Same:Iwassupposedtocometoyounot..

Romeo:LastnightwhenwespokeIcouldtellthat

youwerenotokay.

Sameletoutafadesmile.

Romeo:Talktome,youhaven'tbeenyourselfin

daysanddon'ttellmenothingiswrongbecauseI

knowyou.



Same:WhatmakesyouthinkIhaven'tbeenokay?

Romeo:Icouldfeelitinyourvoice.

Samewipedhertearsthenshewrappedherarms

aroundRomeo.Hehuggedhertightlyandthey

remainedlikethatforafewminutesbeforetheysat

downonthebed.Shewipedhertearsandlookedat

Romeo.

Same:Ihavebeenseeingatherapist.

Romeoknodhisheadandlookedather.

Same:That'swhyIhaven'tbeenokay.

Romeo:Oh!

Same:IwasforcedtovisitmemoriesthatIwanted

sobadtoforget.

Romeo:IamsorryBabebutIamgladyouare



talkingtosomeone.

Samesmiled.

Same:Aren'tyougoingtoaskmewhyI..

Romeo:Youwilltellmewhenyouareready.

Samesmiledandkissedhimthenshestoodup.

Same:Ihavetogetreadyforwork.

Romeo:Andwhenyoucomebackyouaregoingto

findyourfavouritemealwarmandabubblebath

ready.

Same:Iwouldlovethat.Youarethebest.

Romeo:Itry!

Samekissedhimandsatinfrontofthemirrordoing

hermakeup.



Laterthatmorning

TsalafinishedtalkingtoMmaMoxonthephoneand

gavethephonetoYama.

Yama:Mama!

MmaMox:WhenyouareatMaunyoudon'tcallme?

Yama:AkeremmaIdon'thaveaphone,Tsalawas

atworkPapaenehewasgonewhenwewokeup.

Tsala:Iyaaa,bringmyphone.

MmaMox:Yousleptatyourfather'shouse?

Yama:NoheslepthereatTsala'shousethenwe..

Tsalasnatchedthephone.

Tsala:MmaMoxIdon'thaveairtimewewilltalk.



MmaMox:Otshabagonegorebatampolellagoreo

busitseMoemedi.(Youarescaredtheywilltellme

youarebacktogetherwithMoemedi?)

Tsala:Hahaha,hewasherebecause..

MmaMox:ImightbeoldandhaveoneeyebutIsee

things.

Tsala:Hahahahuhu,whatdidyouseemma?

MmaMox:Don'tletthatboygetyoupregnantuntil

hehasmarriedyou.

Tsala:Bathonggatwepregnancyjaanong,hahawe

arejustfriendsandcoparenting,nothingis..

MmaMox:Otabakaifyoulethimgetyoupregnant

again.

Tsala:Hahaha!EemmaIwon'tlethimgetme

pregnant.

MmaMox:Good!SometimesIchoosetokeepquiet

notthatIdon'tseethings.

Tsala:Hahaha!

MmaMox:Mmmmh!



Tsala:Eeshapomma,wewilltalk.

Shehunguplaughingthenherphonerangagain.

Tsala:Hello!

Same:HicanIcomekalunchplease,kebonethe

address.

Tsala:It'sfine!

Same:Thanks!

AtTumi'sOffice

Bethgreetedthereceptionistholdingtakeaways.

Beth:Ismyhusbandin?

Receptionist:Yesmambutheisinameetingwith

MrMarumo.



Beth:OhokayIwilljustdroptheseoffthen.

Shewalkedtotheofficeasherheelsechoedonthe

tile.SheknockedonTumi'sofficedoorandtriedto

openbutthedoorwaslockedfrominside.

Beth:Tumi.

Shetriedthelockagain.

Beth:Whyisthedoorlocked?Tumi!

**

**
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ThesamedaylaterthatAfternoon

Tsalafinishedhersandwichandthrewthepaperin

thedustbin,shestayedinthecafeteriagoing

throughherphonewhenAbelsatnexttoher,he

openedhisdrinkandpoureditinaglass.

Abel:Howwas..

AnotherNursejoinedthemandhestoppedtalking.



Nurse:DidyouseethenewTimetable?

Tsala:Anotherone?Bathongronakanawehave

kidsand..

TheNurseclearedherthroat.

Tsala:Theycan'tkeepchangingtimetablesthatsuit

theirschedules.IhavekidsandlastweekwhenI

wasworkingeveningshiftsIhadsomeonetake

careofthembecauseI..

Nurseclearedherthroatalittlelouder.Tsalastood

up.

Tsala:Whereisitplugged?

Nurse:Thenoticeboard.



Shestoodupandwalkedtothenoticeboard.She

foldedherarmslookingatthenewtimetable.Abel

stoodbehindherandbreatheddownherneck.

Abel:Weareonthesameshift.

Tsala:MothoOthanyahelaandchangetimetable

becausetheywantto.

Abel:Iactuallychangedthetimetable.

Tsalafroze.

Abel:Ifyouwishtoswapwithsomeonethenyou

can.

Tsalaturnedaroundslowlyandcoveredherface.

Tsala:IamsorryI..Iamsorry,itsjustthatImade

myboyfriendchangehisshiftssothathecanlook



afterthekidsatnightwhenIamatworkandvise

versa.NowIhavetotellhimtochangeagaingorea

berekedimorningshiftsbecauseIamnowon

eveningshiftagainthisweek.

Shesighed.

Tsala:ButitsfineIwillseewhattodo.

Sheputherphoneonsilentwalkingbacktoher

station.

Laterthatevening

AtaxidroppedTsalabythegateandtherewasloud

musiccomingfromthehouse.Sheopenedthedoor

andthedeliciousaromafromthekitchenmelted

hertastebuds.



Tsala:Babe!

Sheloweredthevolumeandwenttothekitchen

wherethegirlsweredishingup.

Yama:Wecooked!

Tsalalookedatthemessonthecounterthenatthe

plates.

Tsala:Itsmellsnice.

Moxcameinfromthebedroomtuckinginhisshirt.

Mox:Hey!

Tsala:Hey!Youletthemcook?

Mox:Istartedcookingkebalafour,Yamaisold

enough.



Tsalalookedatthemacaroniandthepiecesof

chicken,shedidn'tknowwhatwaswrongwiththe

food,thefactthattheonionsandgreenpepper

werenotwellcookedortheserving,themacaroni

lookedlikeonebigdumblingandthesoupwent

underthebigdumblingbutthearomawasdelicious.

ShewatchedasMoxtookabitefromthechicken

andgavethegirlsthumbsup.

Rati:Mummygochangeandcomeeat.Youwantdi

sauce?

Tsala:Yes!

ShefollowedMoxtothebedroom.

Tsala:Andwhoisgoingtocleanupthemess?

Mox:Theywill.



Tsalalookedathim,helookeddamsexyinthe

uniform,sheremindedherofaSouthafricanactor

JoeKazadi,eventhebodyandcomplexionmatched

his.Moxgrabbedhisphoneandkissedher.

Mox:Iwillseeyoutomorrowmorning.

Tsala:Aboutthat,theychangedshiftsagain.Iam

workingnightshiftsstartingfromtomorrow.

Mox:Andthekids?

Tsala:IwilltalktoBeth.

Mox:Okay.

Hekissedher.

Tsala:Youleavemetoeatmacadombialone?

Mox:Hahaha!



HekissedTsalaandleft.

ThesameEvening

AtMmaMox'sHouse

MmaMoxsatwithMmaPolokoinfrontofthehouse

listeningto"Tatedisoyadikgang"ontheradiowhile

drinkingtea.TheprogrammeendedandMmaMox

loweredthevolume.

MmaMox:Idon'tknowwhythesewomendon'tuse

protectingwaitse,whyhaveachildandthrowherin

adustbin?

MmaPoloko:Eish!

MmaMox:KeboKesego,sheleftngwanaaletwo

yearsold,nowsheisinstandardthree.

MmaPoloko:Shesleepswellhelaasaitsewhere

herdaughteris?



MmaMox:Eish,IwishGodwouldblessMoemedi

withawellpayingjobsothathecanhavehis

daughterinhisname.

MmaPoloko:WhenRatiisaDoctorshe..

ShenoticedMmaMoxwasnotlisteningtoher.She

waslookingattheAmbulancethatjustparkedby

thegate.

MmaPoloko:Whoisit?

TheAmbulancedroveinandparkedinfrontofthem

andtheNurseandsocialworkersteppedout.They

allexchangedgreetingsthentheNurseopenedthe

backdoorandpulledoutRraMoxinawheelchair.

MmaMox:Heeeee,youmustbelost.

SocialWorker:Mam.

MmaMox:Heeeeey!Heyheyhey,takeyouroldman



andleavemyyard.

MmaPoloko:MmaMoemediyoudon'tdothat,look

at...

MmaMox:Keisakaesekgorophanna?Out!(Jarata

yamegasekogolathelwangtengdikgoropha)My

yardisanotascrapyardwhereyouthrowscrap.

**
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MmaMox:Keisakaesekgorophanna?Out!(Jarata

yamegasekogolathelwangtengdikgoropha)My



yardisanotascrapyardwhereyouthrowscrap.

TheSocialWorkerandNurselookedateachother.

MmaMoxclickedhertongueandwentinsidethe

house.

MmaPoloko:MmaMoemedi..

MmaMox:MothowaModimothatmanisnot

welcomehere.

MmaPoloko:He..

MmaMoxputonhershoesandwentoutside.

MmaMox:HisbrotherstaysnotfarfromhereIwill

showyou.Let'sgo.

ShesatatthefrontwiththedriverwhiletheNurse

andSocialworkerwereatthebackwithRraMox.



FewminuteslatertheAmbulanceparkedinfrontof

RraMox'selderbrother'sHouse.

TheBrotherandhiswifewhoweresittinginfrontof

thehouselisteningtotheradiotoolookedatthe

Ambulanceandthebrotherstoodup.

Wife:Whoarethey?

TheAmbulanceparkedinfrontofthehouseand

MmaMoxsteppedout.Theyallexchanged

greetings.

MmaMox:Itoldthemtobringyourbrotherhere.

RraMox'sBrotherlookedathisyoungerbrotherina

wheelchair.



Brother:Elegorewhathappened?

MmaMox:Iwilltakemyleavenow.

Brother:MmaMoemedinnakanaiwork...

MmaMox:Howisthatanyofmyproblem,heisyour

brotherakere.Whereshouldhestay?Gosiame!

(Goodbye)

Sheleft.TheBrothersighedandcoveredhisface.

Brother:Whathappenedtohim?Canhetake

himselftothetoilet?Canhespeak?

Thesameevening

Bethopenedthedoorandthegirlshuggedher.

"Aunty"theysaidexcitedly.

Beth:HeeboMoghel,whendidyoucome?



Yama:Threedaysago.

Beth:Ehe,howisSerule?

Rati:Mummyarewearemovingherenextyear

akere?

Tsala:Eemma!

Thegirlsraninsidethehouse.BethlookedatTsala

andraisedhereyebrows.

Beth:Bogodumetsebostepmother!

TheybothlaughedandTsalawentinside.

Tsala:WhereisTumi?

Beth:Heisatthebackwithhisfriendfromsenior

school.

Tsala:Eheee!



ShepickedupBeth'syoungestdaughterandkissed

herthensheputherdown.

Tsala:Ihaveasituation.

Beth:Yeah!

Tsala:Theychangedourshiftskotirong,Iam

workingthesamenightshiftswithMoxandthereis

noonetotakecareofthekidswhenwearebothat

work.

Beth:Ee!

Tsala:SoIcametoaskiftheycansleephereIwill

pickthemupeverymorninguntilnextweekwhen

Moxworksinthemorning.

Beth:Eenoproblem.

Tsala:Thanksyouareastar.

Tumicameinthroughthebackdoorwithhisfriend

laughingholdingbeers.Tsalapanickedalittle.



Abel:Hahahawenawhatareyoudoinghere?Itold

youyouarefollowingmeakere?

Tsala:Ishouldbeaskingyou.

Tumi:Youknoweachother?

Tsala:HeismyBoss.

Tumi:Youdon'trecogniseher?ThisisTsala,you

rememberher,she..

Abel:Tsalahelatsalawhousedtocryforyou

everywhereyouwent?

Tumi:Hahahakeene!

Abel:Aaahaaah,allgrownupnnaebilekebona

mosadi.

Tumi:Hahahaha!Eheyouworktogethernow?

Tsalaletoutafadesmileastheytalkedabouthow

sheusedtobeasababy.

Abel:Aaahsalekeile,IcomebackandTsalaismy



type?

Bothmenlaughed.TsalahelpedBethwipethe

dishesandthemenwentoutside.

Tsala:AnywayIhavetogoIwillseeyoukamoso

akere.

Beth:Noproblem.

TsalacalledthekidsandleftthenAbellefttoo.

Tumi:Ohitwasniceseeinghim.

Beth:Yoursister!(Shookherhead)

Tumi:Whatabouther?

Beth:AreshebothsheandMoxareworkingnight

shifts.Shecametoaskifthekidscansleephere.

Tumi:And?

Beth:Ialmostsaidno.Idon'tlikeapersonwhoonly



knowspeoplewhenshehasaproblemorneeds

help.

Tumi:..

Beth:Gakegopolahowyouallchippedintohelp

herwhenshehadYama,nowsheisworkingand

shehasneverboughtevenadressforthegirls.The

onlytimeshecomesherewithsomethingiswhen

herkidsarehere.

Tumi:Tellher!

Beth:AeIdon't..

Tumi:Youwantmetotalktoher?

Beth:Iwasjusttellingyougoreyoursisterisselfish.

IwatchedherpickupCicitwosecondsandputher

down.Yoursisterrra!

Sheclappedherhands.

Tumi:Kanammeifyoudon'tlikesomethingyou

sayit,what'stheuseoftalkingaboutitbehindher



back?Sheisnotgoingtochangebecauseshesees

nothingwrongwithwhatsheisdoing.

Bethtookadeepbreathandwenttogetamopand

startedcleaningthekitchen.

Justaftermidnight

MmaMoxtossedandturnedinbed,sheclickedher

tonguethenshegotupandsatdown.

((Morethantwentyfiveyearsago

MmaMoxopenedthetrunkwheretheyalwayskept

groceriesandtherewasonlyacupofsorghumleft,

nosugar,nomilk.Herhusbandhadnotbeenhome

inaweekeversincehegothispay.Shesighedand

wentoutsidewhereheroldestsonanddaughter

weresittingonthestoophungryandheryoungest



sonwassleepingonthemattress.

MmaMox:Tswanogowithyoursistertoyour

Rakgadihouseandtellhergorekekopasukiri.Just

alittlegorelejemotogo.

Thekidsstoodupandleft,aboutfiveminuteslater

theycamebackemptyhanded.

MmaMox:Thereisnoonehome?

Thekidslookedateachother.

Daughter:Aretheonlysugarshehasleftisforher

children.

MmaMoxfeltsomethingbigstuckonherthroatand

shefeltdizzy.Whatwasshegoingtogiveherkids?



Tshwano:WepassedPapaatMmaKesaobaka's

house.

"Lookafteryourlittlebrother"MmaMoxsaid

stormingtoMmaKesaobaka'shouse.Shefound

himseatingdowneatingriceandmeat.

MmaKesaobakanexttohimeatingtoo.

MmaMox:Youareeating,gomonatewhileyour

kidsarehungry.MonnawaModimoatleastbuy

yourkidsfoodaboOnnamodinagengee.

RraMox:Youragematesareworking,wenaallyou

knowischasemearoundwantingmymoney.There

arewomenwhoareleftwithkidsbuttheymanage

totakecareofthemontheirown,wenaallyou

knowkegontatelamodijarateng.

Thewordshitherheavyintheheart,shelookedat

thefoodhewasholding,atMmaKesaobakathen



sheturnedaroundandleft.Beforemidnightshe

knockedonherparents'doorwiththreehungrykids

andsheneverreturned.))

TheFollowingDay

MoxdroppedoffthekidsatthegateandTsalawent

insidethehousewiththem.

Yama:Auntytodaywearesleepinghere.

Tsala:Theemmathankyousomuch,Idon'tknow

whatIwoulddowithoutyou.

Bethletoutafadesmile."Byegirls"Tsalasaid

runningoutsidetothecar.

Mox:Bashapo?

Tsala:Yes!



Moxdrovetothebankwherehewasworking.

"Haveagoodevening"hesaidkissingTsalaonthe

lipsandTsalagotinthecar.MeanwhileAbel

parkedbehindTsalaandwalkedtotheATM

followingMox.

HetookouthisblackcardandlookedatMoxthen

hechuckled.Hecashedoutandclearedhisthroat

puttingmoneyinhiswallet."Youcan'taffordher

dude,leavehertouswhocan."

**

**

**Goodmorning



BEHINDCLOSEDDOORS

EPISODE104

AbeltookouthisblackcardandlookedatMoxthen

hechuckled.Hecashedoutandclearedhisthroat

puttingmoneyinhiswallet."Youcan'taffordher

dude,leavehertouswhocan."

Moxswallowedhardandlookedawaytotally

ignoringhim.Abelgotinhiscarlaughinganddrove

away.

AtMmaMox'sHouse

MmaPolokowalkedintheyardwithaplatefullof

beansmixedwithsamptalkingalone.



MmaMox:Mma?

MmaPoloko:Kareyouwillbeeatingsweetpotato

inafewmonths.

MmaMox:Ee!

MmaPoloko:Hereisfood.

MmaMox:Thankyou!

Sheopenedthebowlandclosedhereyestothe

devinearomaofthefoodthensheclosedthebowl.

MmaMox:Thankyou.Idon'tknowifIwilleatIdon't

haveappetite.

Shebreathedoutloud.

MmaMox:Idon'tknowwhathewasthinkinggiving

theAmbulancemyaddress,whosehousewashe

goingtosleepin?



MmaPoloko:Haveyoucheckeduponhim?

MmaMox:Why?No!

MmaPoloko:Youshouldforgivehimforyourown

peace.

MmaMox:Idon'tcarekaGosekwangtota,Idon't

needtoforgivehimbecauseIdon'tcareabouthim,

whatIwantisforhimtostaythehellawayfromme.

MmaPoloko:Didtheysaywhatswrongwithhim?

MmaMox:Ididn'tcaretoask.Kemmonea

omeletseekaresegwapasakukamahela.Itslife,ko

tenghethoughtIwillwelcomehimwithopenarms,

afteralmostthirtyyears,yesesIwouldbethemost

stupidwomanintheworld.

AtTumi'shouse

Bethclosedthepassagedoorandwenttothe

bedroomwhereTumiwastypingonhisphone.She

threwherselfonthebedandclosedhereyes.



Tumi:Thekidsaresleeping?

Beth:Yes!Iwishyouwouldpickmeup,goBathme

andputmeinbed.

Tumiputhisphonedownandpickedherup.Beth

giggledandwrappedherarmsaroudhim.

Beth:Iwasjustthinkingoutloud.

Tumiputherdownandsheundressedwhilehe

filledthebathtubforher.

Tumi:DidyoutalktoTsala?

Beth:NoIdon'twanttobethebadguylikeImind

herbringingthekidsoverbecauseIdon'tmind.

ShegotinthebathtubandTumisatbehindher



massagingherneck.

Beth:Mmmmh!

Tumi:Youshouldtalktoher

Beth:Mmmmh!

Sherelaxedherwholebodyandpuffedinthewater.

Tumi:Babewaphinya?

Beth:Kekathokajangrrakelapile?(HowcanInot,

Iamtired)

Tumi:Itsmellslikeflowers.

Theybothlaughed.

TheFollowingmorning



Tshwanodroveoutgoingtoworktalkingtohis

motheronthephone.

Tshwano:Uhuuu,soheisatRremogolo'shouse

now?

MmaMox:Maybe,Idon'tknowbutIlefthimthere

akerewhenyourfatherwasmistreatingmethey

supportedhim,theyshouldsupporthimnowathis

worst.

Tswano:Kemathata,sohethoughtgoreyouwill

welcomehimwithopenarms?

MmaMox:Hemustbecrazy.Inwhoseyard,afterhe

soldallhislivestockarekelahisgirlfriendfood

whilemykidsstarved.Mogatseasalaanonnea

tshutshumaagagametseekarekgomoeswetseha

thokogatsela.

Tswano:Hahaha!

MmaMox:Someoneshouldhavetoldhimwhat

goesaroundcomesbackaround.

Tshwano:Kemathata,Iamapproachingroadblock



wewilltalk.

MmaMox:Okayngwanaka!

AtTsala'shouse

Tsalathrewherselfonthebedtired,Moxremoved

hisclothesandclickedhistongue.

Tsala:What?

Mox:HewasluckyIwasatworkorelseIwould

havepunchedhim.

Tsala:Who?

Mox:YourBoss.

Tsala:What?

SheremovedheruniformlookingatMoxashetold

herwhathappened.



Tsala:Hesaidwhat?IwilltellTumitotalktohim.

Mox:Theyknoweachother?

Tsala:Yeahtheyareoldfriends.

Moxsatdownandclickedhistongue.

Mox:IwishhewouldsayshittomewhileIamnot

onduty,Iwillbreakhisnoseandthosebiglips.

Tsalasatonhislapandhuggedhim.

Tsala:Iloveyou.

Mox:Hewantsyou!

Tsala:What?Babestopseeingthings,gapeheis

notmytype.

Shekissedhimandstoodup,shehelpedhimstand

up.



Tsala:Let'sgoshowerandmakeababy!

Mox:IamsorrybabeI..Laterakere?

DissapointedTsalawenttotheshoweralone.

Laterthatmorning

ThegirlsrantothecarandTsalafollowedthemout

ofthehousewithBeth.

Tsala:Thankyoutheemma,Iwillbringthemlater.

Beth:Iwishyouwouldtakemygirlstoo,I'dkillfora

onehournapwithnoMamaMama.

Tsala:Haha,letmegetgoingwe.

Beth:Don'tbringbackthegirlslaterIamtakingmy

girlstomybrother'shousetheyaregoingtobe

stayingtherefortheholidays



Tsala:Oh,why..(tookadeepbreath)Okay,bye!

AtDitshego'shouse

Sameparkedinfrontofthehouseandwentinside

thehousewhereDitshegowasbathingLebo'sbaby

whileLebowaslayingonherstomachdrinkingsoft

porridge.

Theyallexchangedgreetings.

Ditshego:Ronammawedon'tsleep,twoo'clock

ebilehewakesupandstartscrying.

Same:Hahaha,canwetalkoutsideforafew

minutesplease.

Ditshego:Okay!

ShewentoutsideandDitshegofollowedher.



Ditshego:Whatisit?

Same:Ineedyoutotakemewhereyouburied

Sechaba!

**
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Same:Ineedyoutotakemewhereyouburied

Sechaba!

Ditshego:What?



Same:Please!

Ditshego:SameI..

Same:PleaseIjustneedmyclosure,Ihavebeen

throughalotbecauseofthatman.TheonlywayI

canmoveonandopenanewchapterofmylifeisif

Ihavemyclosure.

Ditshegotookadeepbreath.

Ditshego:Idon'tknowwherehewasburied

becausehisboneswerefoundfromwhereIburied

him.

Same:Oh,didtheyknowitwashim?

Ditshego:Idon'tknow,Ineverfolloweduponthe

case.

Same:Oh!

Shesatdownonthestoopandcoveredherface.A

fewminuteslaterSamestoodup.



Same:ByeIhavetogo!

Ditshegowatchedhergetinthecaranddroveoff.

AtTsala'sHouse

Tsalalaughedindisbeliefandclappedherhands.

Tsala:Idon'tbelieveher,doyou?

Moxputthetakeawaysonthetable.

Mox:Bethhasalwayshelpedwiththekids,why

wouldshechangenow?

Tsala:ThatiswhatIamaskingmyselftoo,maybeI

saidordidsomethingtooffendherunaware.



Mox:LetmeaskmyBrotherifhewilllookafter

them.

Tsala:ShouldIaskifIoffendedher?

Mox:Idon'tknow,youcanaskTumi.

Tsala:Yeahletmeaskhim.

ShepickedupherphoneanddialedTumi.

Tumi:Hello!

Tsala:Hi,howareyou?

Tumi:Whyareyoubeingweird?

Tsala:HahahowamIbeingweird?

Tumi:YouneveraskmehowIam,Iamgood

anywayandyou?

Tsala:IamfineandIamalsonotfine.

Tumi:Yeah?

Tsala:Gatwebanabayakae?



Tumi:Theyaregoingsomewhere?

Tsala:Theyarenotgoinganywhere?

Tumi:Idon'tknow,gatwetheyaregoing

somewhere?

Tsala:YestoBeth'sbrother'shousefortheholidays.

Tumi:Oh,Iamnothomeshehasn'ttoldmeyet.

Tsala:Becauseshewaslyingtome.Bethdoesn't

trustanyonewithherkids.WhatIdon'tunderstand

kegoredidImaybedosomethingtooffendherorI

saidsomethingtooffendher?

Tumi:Didshesaysomethingtoyou?

Tsala:NothatiswhyIamaskingyou.

Tumi:Youshouldaskher.

Tsala:Sothereissomethingshesaid?

Tumi:Nottomebutyoushouldaskher.

Tsala:Ohokay!Nobye!

Tumi:Kekopatwohundredhoo.

Tsala:HahawhywouldIgivemoneytomoney?



HahaIwillsendinafew.

Tumi:Thanks!

ShehungupandturnedtoMoxwhowasalso

talkingtothephone.Afterafewminuteshehung

up.

Mox:Yeah?

Tsala:Tumiwouldn'tsaybutIcouldtellgorehe

knewsomething.

Mox:Kemathata!

Tsala:Whatwasthataboutyourdad?

Mox:Aggg,gatweheissickwhatwhat,don'tcare.

Tsalawrappedherarmsaroundhisbackand

lookedintohiseyes.

Tsala:Babeheisyourdad!



Mox:Idon'tknowhim.

Tsala:Butstill..

Mox:WhyshouldIcare,hedoesn'tcareaboutus.

Tsala:Bethebiggerpersonandcallhimhelato

checkuponhim.

Mox:No!HehasneverbeenpartofmylifeandIam

notgoingtoforcemyselfintohim.

Tsalalookedupathimandkissedher.

Tsala:Iloveyou.

Mox:Iloveyoumore!

LaterthatEvening

Bethclosedthecurtainandwenttoopenthedoor

forTsala.



Tsala:Hi.

Beth:Hi.

Thegirlscamerunningtoherandhuggedher.

"AuntyboYamabakae?"hernieceaskedlooking

outside.

Tsala:Theyarehome.

Beth:Didyoufindthemsomeonetolookafterthem?

Tsala:Wewilljustlocktheminthehouse.

Beth:Whydon'tyoutakethemtoMox'sbrother's

house?

Tsala:HeisnotinMaun,anywayIwantustotalk.

Beth:Youcan'tleavetwosmallkidsinthehouseby

themselves,whatif..

Tsala:Kedirejang?

Beth:Bringthemheremma.Mygirlsarenolonger

goingtomybrother's.



Tsala:Weretheyevergoinginthefirstplace?

Beth:Whatdoyoumean?

Tsala:DidImaybedosomethingtooffendyou?Did

Isaysomething?

Beth:Whereisthatcomingfrom?

Tsala:AreyouunhappyaboutsomethingIdidor

said?

TheysatdownandBethlookedather.

Beth:Actuallyyes.Doyouevercomeherewhen

yourkidsarenotinMaun?

Tsala:I..No!

Beth:Whenwasthelasttimeyouspentjusttwo

hourswithyournieces?

Tsala:.

Beth:Whenwasthelasttimeyoutookthem

shoppingorboughtthemsomething?



Tsala:..

Beth:BecauseIrememberOreketseCiciclothes

whenshewasbornandthatwasit.Ifeellikeall

yourbrothersareplayingtheirrolestoyour

daughterbutwenahelammano.YesterdayIjoked

aboutyoutakingthekidssoIcanrestbutno.

Tsala:Ithoughtitwasajoke.

Beth:It'snotfairthatyoualwaysaskforhelpwith

yourkidsbutwenayoucan'toffertoeventakethe

kidsoutforicecream.YouaretheironlyAuntand

theyloveyou.

Tsala:Youareright,Ihavebeenselfish,thanksfor

makingmerealisemymistakes.Iwillworkonthat.

Beth:Thankyou!

Therewasalittleawkwardmoment.

Beth:Nowgogetthekidsmmayoucan'tleave

themalone.



Tsala:IwaskiddingtheywenttoMox'sbrother's

houseIwillbringthemtomorrow.

Beth:Okay!

Tsala:Iamgladwetalkedletmegogetreadyfor

work.

Beth:Okay!

"Byegirls"TsalasaidtothegirlsandBethwalked

heroutsidetohercar.

AttheHospital

AbelwalkedinasTsalaattendedthepatient,he

tookthereportcardfromherandwentthroughit.

Abel:Pleasecheckhervitalsagain.

Tsaladidasshewastold.Abelbithislowerlip



writingdownonthecard.

Abel:Mamhowareyoufeeling?

Thewomanclosedhereyesunabletospeak.Tsala

movedtothenextpatientandtookhervitals.Her

phonevibratedinherpocket,shelookedatAbel

thenshehunguponMox.Hecalledagainandshe

excusedherselfgoingoutside.

Tsala:(Whispering)Babe,I..

Mox:Igotthejob!

Tsala:What?Whatjob?

Mox:Kojwaneng,Ifoundtheiremailand..

Abelsnatchedherphonefromher.

Abel:Peoplecouldbedyingwhileyouareonyour



phone.
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Abel:Peoplecouldbedyingwhileyouareonyour

phone.Youwillgetitafteryourshift.

Sheswallowedhardandfollowedhimbackinside.

Abel:Getheraglassofwateranweherpills.



Tsaladidasshewastoldwithoutcomplainingthe

wholeeveninguntilherbreakaroundmidnight.

"IsDrNyambealsogivingyouahardtime?"she

askedhercolleagueastheylaiddownonthe

waitingchairs.

Colleague:Heisgivingyouahardtime?

Tsala:Yes!

Colleague:NnaIamscaredofhimgore.Kgantele

ebileIlethimgetintheelevatoralone.He

intimidatesme.

Tsala:Mxm!

Sheclosedhereyesandtookashortnap.Shewoke

uptosomeonelookingoverather,shepanicked

andquicklygotup.



Tsala:Whattimeisit?

Shelookedatthetimeonthewallwatchandher

breakwasnotover.Abelsatnexttoherandhanded

heraboxofbuscuits."Nothanks"shesaidstanding

up.

Abel:Ihavewatchedgirlslikeyoulooseitall

becauseofaman.Auselessmanforthatmatter.

Heknowsyouareworkingyethecallsyou,keeng

heisinsecure.

Tsalaturnedtohim.

Tsala:Areyoutalkingasmybossor?

Abel:Assomeonewhocaresforyou..

Tsala:Thenstopcaringaboutmeandmindyou

ownbusiness.TheonlyreasonIdidn'tsayanything

earlierisbecauseIrealisedIwasatfault,I



answeredacallatthewrongtime,that'stheonly

reasonwhyIdidn'tsayanything.Youdon'tknow

me,youknewthelittlegirlwhoranafterTuminot

thisgirl.MoxtoldmewhatyousaidtohimandI

didn'tlikeit.StopbeforeIreportyou.

Shewalkedawaythencameback.

Tsala:CanIhavemyphoneplease.

Abelgaveittoherandshewalkedaway.

Thefollowingmorning

MoxputYamawhowasfastasleepatthebackand

gaveTsalaRati.Shesatatthebackholdingher

whileMoxdrovehome.



Tsala:Youdidn'tshowmetheEmailkana.

Moxhandedherhisphone.Tsalasmiledreading

themessage."HeeyourememberwhatMmaMox

saidwhenyouwentforthisinterview,herprayers

worked."

Mox:Theydid!

Tsala:Iamhappyforyoubabe!

Mox:MonaGodknowshowlongIhavewaitedfor

thisbreakthrough.

Tsala:Itoldyounottogiveup.

Mox:Youdidbabe.

Heturnedtoherandsmiled,heextendedhishand

andTsalasqueezedit.

Tsala:FirstsalaryI..



Mox:Isallyoursbabe!

Tsala:Hahaha!

Mox:AftersixMonthsebileyouareofficially

becomingMrsMogotsinyana.

Tsala:Sheeebabe,I..

Mox:Seriousbabe,ItoldyougorewhenIgetmy

moneyrightIamgoingtodorightbyyou.

Tsala:(Overwhelmed)Babeee!

Mox:Youaremyqueenkana.

Tsala:Babeee!StoporelseIamgoingtocry.

Mox:Hahaha!

Heparkedinfrontofthegateandwenttoopenthe

gatethenhedroveinsideandparkedinfrontofthe

houseandhelpedTsalatakethekidsinside.

Tsala'sphonerangandsheignoredit.



Mox:Kemang?

Tsala:Noone!Youwanttojoinme?

Sheaskedundressing.

Mox:Inafew!

Tsalawentintothebathroom,shesatdownonthe

toiletreadingtheairfreshenerbottlewhenthedoor

openedandMoxcameinholdingherphone.

Mox:Le***lelagamang?(Whosedi**isthis?)

Tsala:What?

Shetookthephone,lookedatthepicturethenat

Mox.

Tsala:It'snotyours?



Mox:Youknowit'snotmine,mydi**isnotthatbig.

Tsala:LagaPrincekaybee!

**

**
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Mox:Youknowit'snotmine,mydi**isnotthatbig.

Tsala:LagaPrincekaybee!

Mox:Whatareyousayingwhatishisd***doingin

yourphone?

Tsala:Hewastrendingakeretheotherdayand



Portiasentittomeyoucancheckourchatsifyou

don'tbelieveme.Whoelsewouldbesendingmedi

nudes?

Moxlookedatthephotoagain,Tsalastoodupand

flushedthetoilet,shetookthephonefromMox,

wentthroughherconversationswithPortiaand

gaveMoxthephone.

Moxtookadeepbreathcalmingdown.Tsala

laughedandsteppedintheshower.Sheputona

showercapandopenedthetap,afewminuteslater

shefeltMox'sDpokeherbutt,hekissedherneck

andmadehertouchthewallwithbothhandsand

fu**her.

DaysLater

Samenervouslytappedherfeetonthegroudthen

afterafewminutesshewentinsidethebathroom



andpickedupthehomepregnancytestanditwas

negative.Sheputherhandstogetherandtooka

deepbreath.Butwhywasshehavingpregnancy

symptomsifshewasnotpregnant?

"Notpregnant"shesentRomeoansms."Itwill

happenbabedon'tworry,don'tputpressureon

yourself."Romeoreplied.

AttheHospital

TsalawalkedupthestairsdialingMoxandlooked

aroundtocheckifAbelwasnotlookingather.

Mox:HeyIwasabouttocallyou.

Tsala:Youarrivedsafely?

Mox:Yeah.

Tsala:Okay,OreeStuxtohelpyoufindahouseso

wecanvisit.



Mox:Iwill,letmecallyoubackbabe.

Tsala:Okay!

HehungupandwalkedtoStux'scarbutitwashis

wifedriving.Sherolleddownthewindowand

smiledatMox.

Wife:Let'sgoheisstillatwork!

Moxwentovertothepassengersideandputhis

bagsatthebackandwenttositatthefront.They

exchangedgreetingasshedrovehome.

Wife:Leteng?

Mox:Reteng!

Wife:Yeah!

SheparkedinfrontoftheirhouseandhelpedMox



takehisbagsinsidethehouse.

Wife:IamontheeveningshiftsoIhavetoget

ready.IamsureStuxisonhiswayhomenow.

Mox:Sure!

Wife:Makeyourselfathome.

MoxsatdownandthenhereachedfortheTV

remoteandloweredthevolume.

AttheHospital

TsalawaitedwithAbelattheemergencysection

waitingfortheAmbulancethatjustarrived.The

Paramedicspushedintwobeds,amananda

womanbothinbadcondition.AbelandTsala

quicklyattendedthemalewhiletheotherDoctor

attendedthefemale.



Paramedic:Unresponsivemale,latethirties.They

wereinacaraccident.

Abel:Sircanyouhearme?

ThemanjustlookedatAbel.

Abel:Sir,trytoraiseyourhandifyoucan'thearme.

(ToTsala)WeneedtodoanexrayandanMRIscan

now.

Hesaidpushingthemantotheelevatoranditwent

upstairs.

Tsala:Sironascaleofonetotenhowpainfulis

yourbody?

Man:Ten.

Tsala:Doyouhaveaheadache?

Man:...



Tsala:Okaytrynottocloseyoureyesokay,it's

goingbeokay.

Themanclosedhiseyes.

Tsala:Don'tcloseyoureyes.

Sheheldhisotherhand.

Tsala:Doyouhavekids?

Man:Yes!

Tsala:Oh,tellmetheirnames,don'tcloseyoureyes,

tellmetheirnames.

Man:KeituandBa..Barona.

Tsala:Beautifulnames,boysorgirls?

Themanstartedcoughingblood.Abelwatchedas

Tsalaheldontightlytotheman'shand.



Tsala:TellmeaboutBarona,isita..

ShelookedupAbelthenattheman.

Tsala:Don'tcloseyoureyes,thinkabout..don't

closeyoureyes,Keitumetse.Thinkabout

Keitumetse.

Hervoicestartedshaking.

Tsala:Iwantyouto.

Shestartedcrying.

Tsala:Don'tcloseyoureyes,thinkabout..



Shecriedoutloudandshookhim."Openyoureyes,

openyoureyes!"shesaidshakingtheman'slifeless

body.

Abel:(Lookedathiswatch)Heisgone!

Tsala:(Crying)No!

Abelpulledherintohischest"Heisgone"Hesaid.

Tsalacriedoutloudandpulledbackastheelevator

opened."Timeofdeath23:32"Abelsaid.Tsala

remainedinsidetheelevatorwatchingthemasthey

wheeledthebodyout.

Shehadneverhadapatientdieinherhandsbefore.

Shesteppedoutoftheelevatorandsatdowncrying.

Abel:Hey!

Sheraisedherheadandlookedathimwithredeyes.

Hecouldtellitwasthefirsttimesheexperienced



somethinglikethat.

Abel:Iamproudofyou,you..

Tsala:(Crying)Heisstilldead.

Abel:Butyoudidgreat,Iamproudofyou.

Hepathershoulderandtheybothgotinthe

elevator.Tsalawipedhertears."Iwonderhowold

BaronaandKeitumetseare"shesaidcrying.

Abel:Dontdothattoyourself.

HesaidpullingTsalaintohischestandhuggedher.

Tsala:Theyaregoingtogrowupwithoutafather.

Abelsqueezedherintohischest.



Abel:Don'tdothistoyourself.

Hepulledback,lookedintoTsala'seyesandwiped

them.

Abel:Youtried!

HesaidandbentoverkissingTsala.

**
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"Youtried!"HesaidbendingoverandkissedTsala.

Tsalasteppedbackandslappedhim.

Abel:Iamsorry!

Tsala:(Wipedhermouth)

Abel:Iloveyouand..(rubnedhishead)thefirsttime

wemeetatthemallIfellinlovewithyou.Iknow

youaremybestfriend'slittlesisterbutIcan'thelp

myself.

Tsala:NeverdowhatyoujustdidorelseIwill

reportyouforsexualharassment.

Theelevatoropenedandshehurriedoutside.Abel

tookadeepbreathandcuppedhisfacebeforehe

steppedouttoo.Thewholeeveningwasawkward

asneitherofthemsaidanythingtotheother.

Alittlelaterthatmorning



Tsalapushedthetrolleyasthegirlsranaroundthe

shoppickingoutfitsfortheirswimmingdatelater

thatafternoon.

Rory:Aunthowaboutthisone?

Tsala:It'sbeautiful.

Shethrewitintheshoppingbasketandhelpedthe

youngeronespickswimwear.Tsala'sphonerang

andsheputonherheadsets.

Tsala:Hey!

Portia:Tenmissedcalls?What'sgoingon,dowe

havetoburyadeadbody?

Tsala:Haha!

Portia:What'sgoingon,Iwasstilldoinglaundry

whenyoucalled.



Tsala:Youwereright?

Portia:Iamrightaboutalotofthings,whatisit

today?

Tsala:Hekissedme.

Portia:Whokissedyou?

Tsala:Abel.

Portia:Itoldyougorehewantsyouakere,wasI

lying?

Tsala:Noyouwerenot.

Portia:Didyoukisshimback?

Tsala:No,ItoldyouIdon'tlikehimlikethat,actually

Idon'tlikehimasaperson.

"Auntybona,howaboutthisoneforRati?"Rory

askedandTsalajustknodherhead.

Portia:Sowhatareyougoingtodoaboutit?

Tsala:Islappedhimandtoldhimnevertokissme



again.

Portia:Okay!

Tsala:IloveMoxmorethanIhaveeverlovedany

manand..WehaveagoodthinggoingonandI

don'twanttomessthatup.Wehavebothcheated

eachotherinthepastandwearepastthat.

Portia:Akere,yougogirlfriend,tellAbeltostaythe

hellawayfromyou.

Tsala:Yeah,anywaywewilltalkmothowame,ke

tsileshoppingwithgirlswhoprobablythinkiearn

millions.

Portia:Hahahaha!

Tsala:Shapo!

Shehungup.

AtTumi'sHouse



Bethlaidflatonthefloorwithhereyesclosed.The

housewassilentandshecouldhearherselfthink.It

feltnicetohaveanicetimeawayfromthekidswith

noonecallinghereveryfiveseconds.

Tumiparkedbythegateandhurriedtothehouseto

getafewfileshehadforgotten.

Tumi:Hey!

Beth:Hey!

Tumi:Areyouokay?Doesyourbackhurt?

Beth:Justtakewhateveryoucameforandleave,I

deservethis.

Tumi:Wherearethekids?

Beth:OutwithTsala.

Tumi:Oh,shapothen.

Tumiwenttogetwhathecameforandleft,he



laughedalonedialingTsala.

Tsala:Hello!

Tumi:Hey,theemmathanksfortakingthekidsfor

theafternoonmywifereallyneededit.

Tsala:Sure!It'snobigdealbutIthinkwhenthey

leaveIwillbebroke.

Tumi:Hahaha!

Tsala:Noshapo!

ShehungupthenimmediatelyMox'scallcame

through.

Tsala:Babe?

Mox:Hey,IsentyouphotosonWhatsApp.Iwentto

getmyoverallstoday.

Tsala:Yeeeywena!Iamhappyforyoubabe!

Mox:Thanksbabe!



Tsala:Okayletmecheckoutthephotos.Iloveyou.

Mox:Iloveyoumore.

Shehungupandsmiledscrollingthroughthe

pictures,shepostedoneasherWhatsAppstatus

andcaptionedit"CongratulationsBabe"

Alittlelaterthatafternoon

BethcaughtuponherfavouriteNetflixserieseating

icecreamfromthetub,sheputthespoondownand

tookabitefromthepizza.Herphonerangandit

wasTumi.

Tumi:Hey,canIcomehomenow?

Beth:Wenaeenotthekids.

Tumi:Hahaha.



AtTsala'sHouse

Thegirlswentinsidethehousemakingnoisestill

dressedintheirswimwear.

Yama:Mummywhenarewegoingswimmingagain?

Rati:Wehadfunakere!

Rory:Yeah.

Tsalaputthesnacksonthetable.

Tsala:GirlsIamgoingtotakeanappleasedon't

makenoiseanddon'twakemeup.

Yama:Whatifsomeonecomeslookingforyou?

Tsala:TellthemIamnothome.

Yama:Youwantustolie?

Tsala:Noonewillcomelookforme.



Shesaidgoingtoherbedroom,sheswitchedonthe

fanandlaiddownonthebednaked.Fewminutes

laterherphonerang"Eish"shesaidgettingup

annoyedandreachedforherphone.

Tsala:Hello!

Abel:HiitsAbel.

Tsalarolledhereyesandtwistedherlips.

Tsala:Mmmh!

Abel:Iamoutsidecanwetalkplease.

Tsala:Outsidewhere?

ShelookedoutsidethewindowandAbel'scarwas

parkedoutside.Sheputonaloosedressandwent

outsideleavingherphoneonthecharger.



AbelsteppedoutofthecarasTsalaapproached.

Abel:Hi!

Tsalafoldedherarmsandlookedathim.

Abel:IaskedTumiwhereyoustayed,IliedkereI

havetodeliversomethingpleasedon'tbemadat

him.Iwanttoapologiseforwhathappenedlast

night.

MeanwhileinsidethehouseYamaranintoTsala's

roomasherphonerang.Shesmiledandpickedup.

Yama:Papa!

Mox:Hey,Yama?

Yama:Yes,wewentswimmingtoday.



Mox:Really,whereisyourmum?

Yamawenttothekitchen,intotheirbedroomand

Tsalawasn'tthere.

Yama:Idontknowwheresheis.

Shewentoutside.

Yama:Ohsheisoutsidethegate.

Mox:Whatisshedoingoutside?

Yama:Sheiswithaman.

Mox:Aman?Ishedrivingacar?

Yama:Yesbutrightnowheisstandingoutsideit.

Mox:Isthecarwhite?

Yama:Yes!,youknowwhatelsewedid?

Mox:Iamgoingtovideocallyouokay,thenyou



turnthecameratoyourmumandtheman.

**
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Abel:IaskedTumiwhereyoustayed,IliedkereI

havetodeliversomethingpleasedon'tbemadat

him.Iwanttoapologiseforwhathappenedlast

night.



Tsalajustlookedathim.Heclearedhisthroatand

rubbedhishandstogether.

Abel:Iapologiseformybehaviornotmyfeelings.I

shouldn'thavekissedyou.

Tsala:Butyoudid!Ihaveaboyfriend,youknowthat

whywouldyoukissme?

Abel:IletmyfeelingscontrolmeandIamsorry.

FromnowonIswearIwillkeepmyfeelingsto

myself,Iwillnevermakeyouuncomfortablearound

mebecausethat'snotmyintentions.

Tsalapoutherlipsandcrossedherlegs.She

clearedherthroatandlookedupatAbel.

MeanwhileinsidethehouseYamaranintoTsala's

roomasherphonerang.Shesmiledandpickedup.

Yama:Papa!



Mox:Hey,Yama?

Yama:Yes,wewentswimmingtoday.

Mox:Really,whereisyourmum?

Yamawenttothekitchen,intotheirbedroomand

Tsalawasn'tthere.

Yama:Idontknowwheresheis.

Shewentoutside.

Yama:Ohsheisoutsidethegate.

Mox:Whatisshedoingoutside?

Yama:Sheiswithaman.

Mox:Aman?Ishedrivingacar?

Yama:Yesbutrightnowheisstandingoutsideit.

Mox:Isthecarwhite?



Yama:Yes!,youknowwhatelsewedid?

Mox:Iamgoingtovideocallyouokay,thenyou

turnthecameratoyourmumandtheman.

Yama:OkayDaddy!

Moxhungupandvideocalled.Yamasmiledpicking

upasherfaceappearedonthescreen.

Mox:Okayswitchthecameratothebackcamera.

Yama:Where?

Mox:Youcanseeacameraakere,atthebottom,

clickonit.

Yama:Ohokay!

Sheclickedonthecameraswitchingitfromfrontto

back.Thepictureswerenoclearbuthecouldsee

thecaranditwasAbel's.



Mox:Okaymovealittlecloserbutmakesureyour

mumdoesn'tseegoreyouaretakingavideo.

Yama:Okay!

ShewalkedtowardsthelittlegardenTsalahadand

thereMoxcouldseethemclearly.

ByAbel'sCar

Abelsmiledandopenedhisarms.

Tsala:Hahaahandshakewilldo.

Abel:Okayfinehandshake.

HeextendedhishandandTsalashookit,hepulled

herintohim.

Tsala:Wasimollaakere!



Abel:LikeIsaidIamnotgoingtobeapologeticfor

myfeelings.

Tsalafreedherselfandsteppedback.

Tsala:Ihaveaboyfriend.

Abel:Iknow,maythebestmanwin.

Tsala:ThisisnotacompetitionandIamnotsome

priceyouhavetofightover.

Abel:Wewillsee!

Hegotinhiscarandleft.Tsalarolledhereyesand

watchedhiscarleavethenshewentbacktothe

house.

Yama:TsalaPapacalled.

Shesaidhandingherthephone.



Tsala:Ohthanks,Iamgoingtosleepno

disturbanceokay.

Rati:Mummyakereweknowhowtocook!

Tsala:Yes.

Rati:Itoldyou.

Tsalawentbacktoherbedroom,shelockedthe

doorandlaiddowncallingMoxbuthedidn'tpickup.

"HeyIamtakinganapincaseIdon'tpickup"she

sentthetextandputthephonebackinthecharger.

AtStux'sHouse

Stuxwalkedoutbythekitchendoorlaughingat

somethingonhisphone.HelookedatMoxsitting

ontopofthedrumlostinhisthoughts.



Stux:IspoketoFexareroomisavailablebutyou

willbesharing.

Mox:..

Stux:Iknowtheguyyouwillbesharingwithheisa

niceguy,he..(LookedatMox)Mox!

Moxlookedathim

Mox:SorryIdidn'tevenseeyouthere!

Stux:Areyouokay?

Mox:Iamfine!

Hehoppeddown.

Mox:Howdoyoucompetewithamanwhodrivesa

carexpensivethatitcostmorethanyourannual

salary.

Stux:Don'tcompetewithhimthem.



Mox:Aahmona!

Stux:MyWife'ssisteriscomingtomorrowtolook

afterthekidsforafewdayswhilemyWifewillbein

aconferencekoGaborone,Ihopeyoudon'tmind

sleepingonthesofaforafewdays.

Mox:No,noproblem.

Stux:It'sjustforafewdays.

Mox:Don'tworryaboutit.

AlittlelaterthatEvening

Tsalaparkedinfrontofthehouseandallthekids

rantothehouse.Shesteppedoutandwalked

behindthem."HelloAunty"thegirlssaidrunning

pastBethgoinginsidethehouse.

Beth:Hey!Theyareexcited.

Tsala:Hi,howdoyoudoitbecausejusttodaymade

merealisegoreIdon'twantmorekids.



Theybothlaughed.

Beth:Thankyoufortoday,Ireallyenjoyedtimeto

myself.

Tsala:Youarewelcome,IamalreadylateIwillsee

youtomorrow.

Beth:Shapo.

TsalagotinhercaranddroveoffdialingMoxbut

hestilldidn'tpickup.

AtSame'sHouse

Samebitherlowerlipreadingtheresultsofher

Googlesearch.Shesighedrelievedthatshedidn't

haveanyofthesymptomsofinfertility.Shemarked

herovulationdateonherphonecalendarthenshe

screshotandsenttoRomeo.



Romeo:What'sonthe12th?

Same:Iwillbeovulatingwhichmeansyouwillhave

tobeherekadielevenuntildifourteen.

Romeo:

Same:

Romeo:Ican'twait,seeyoukadieleventhen.

Same:Letmevideocall.

Romeo:Thereisnoelectricity.

Same:Ohokayvideocallmewhenitcomesback.

Romeo:Okaybabe!

Sheputherphonedownandwenttoshower.

AttheHospital

Tsalastoodinfrontoftheelevatorwaitingforit



whenAbelstoodbehindherandneithersaid

anythingtoeachother."Doc"bothTsalaandAbel

turnedaroundandlookedatTshego.

Tshego:Docpleasehelpmehere!

ShesaidgivingAbelamedicalreport,hepaged

throughitandgaveitback.

Abel:Iwillcomeseeyouintenminutes.

Tshego:OkaythanksDoc.

Tsalarolledhereyes,thewayshesaidDocirritated

her.Theelevatoropenedandtheybothgotinside

andstillneithersaidanythinguntiltheyarrivedto

thegroundfloor,theybothsteppedoutandwent

theirseperateways.

AtStux'sHouseearlyinthemorning



InhisnewoverallsandabackpackMoxstoodby

thegatewaitingforhisridetowork.Itwashisfirst

dayatworkandhecouldn'tbemoreexcited.His

phonerangandhebithislowerlipnotknowing

whethertopickupornot.

Mox:Hey!

Tsala:Happyfirstdayatwork!

Mox:Thanks!

Tsala:AojustThanks,whereistheexcitement?

Mox:WhatshouldIdoscream?

Tsala:Hahayes,screamor..

Mox:WhatwasyourBossdoingatyourhouse

maabane?

Tsala:What?

Mox:Don'tdarelietomebecausethekidstoldme.

Tsala:ThekidssaiditwasAbelebile?



Mox:Ebileyoucallhimbyhisnameyoumustbe

reallyclose.

Tsala:Uhu!IwaswithacolleaguenotAbelrra.

Moxhungupandsentheravideoofthevideocall

herecorded.Tsalabitherlowerlipthen

immediatelyMox'scallcamethrough.

Mox:SoyouarestillsayingitwasnotAbel?

Tsala:Youevenvideocalled,kantewhathaveI

donetomakeyounottrustme?

Mox:WhydidyoulieOreitwasnothim?

Tsala:Iworkwiththeman,I..

Mox:Evenathome?

Tsala:...

Mox:Theguywantsyou,itsbadenoughthatyou

worktogether,nowhegoestoyourhousetoo?How

amIsupposedtofeelnemma?



Tsala:Soyoudonttrustme?

Mox:HowdoItrustyouwhenyoulietome?

Tsala:BecauseIknewgoreifItoldyouitwashim

youweregoingtoactlikethis.

Mox:Whatwashedoingatyourhouse?

Tsala:..

Mox:HowwouldyoufeelifIhungoutwithagirls

whowantsme?Tellmehowwouldyoufeel?

Tsala:Notfine!

Mox:AndIamsupposedtobefineleAbelago

chekaathome?

Tsala:No!

Mox:ThereisnothingIcandowiththefactthatyou

worktogetherbutIdon'twantyoubeingfriends

withtheguy.Isthattoomuchtoask,Itrustyou

babebutIdon'ttrustthatguy.

Tsalasniffedandknodherhead.



Tsala:OkayIamsorry.

Mox:Thanks!ThebusishereIhavetogo.

Tsala:Okaybye.

Mox:KeagorataTsala.

Tsala:Iloveyoumorebabe!

Moxhungupandswitchedoffhisphone.

ThesamedaylaterthatEvening

Tsaladroopedoffthekidsandremainedinthecar

waitingforthemtogoinsidethehousebeforeshe

droveoff.ShedialedMox'snumberanditstilldidn't

gothrough."Howwasyourdaybabe?"shesentthe

textandhopefullywaitedforareply.

AtStux'sHouse



Tired,Moxwentstraighttothekitchenandpoured

coldwaterinaglass,hedrankallofitandwentto

thebedroom,heopenedthedoorandasightofa

blossomingrosebetweenRuth'slegscaughthis

eyesasshebentapplyinglotiononherlegs.He

droppedthebagandRuthquicklyturnedaround,

shescreamedandcrossedherlegsthenshe

coveredherbreasts.

Mox:IamsorryI..

Hesaidgoingoutsideandquicklyclosedthedoor,

hebreathedoutloudandtouchedhischest.

**

**



**
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Mox:IamsorryI..

Hesaidgoingoutsideandquicklyclosedthedoor,

hebreathedoutloudandtouchedhischest.Hehad

neverseenanythinglikethatbefore.Ruthcameout

fixingherdressandclearedherthroat.

Ruth:HiyoumustbeMox,Tumelotoldmeyouwill

behere.

Mox:Yeah,IamsorryIshouldhaveknockedbut

don'tworryIdidn'tseeanything.



Ruthsmiledandwenttothekitchen.Moxsatdown

onthesofaandremovedhisshoes.Afewminutes

laterRuthcametoseatnexttohimandreachedfor

theTVremote.

Ruth:SoyouarefriendswithStux?

Mox:Actuallyheisfriendswithmyolderbrother.

Ruth:Oh!

Shechangedtoamusicchannel.

Ruth:Soit'sjustyouandmetonight?

Mox:Huh?

Ruth:Stuxisworkingnightshiftsakere.

Mox:Ohyeah!

Therewassilenceandonlythesoundofthemusic

playingontheTV.



Ruth:SoyouarealsofromMaun?

Mox:NobutIstayedtherelikemorethanhalfofmy

life.Mybrotherisstillateacherthere.

Ruth:Ohokay!

Ruth'sphonerangandshesmiledstandingup,she

wentoutsideandsatonthestoop.Moxwenttothe

bedroom,gothisclothesandwenttoshower.

ThesameEvening

Tsalasteppedoutoftheelevatorlaughingwithher

colleaguethenshestoppedassoonasshesaw

Abel.Therewereafewstuffinthebasementfora

secretmeeting.

Colleague:Iseveryonehere?



Theyalllookedaroundandknodtheirheads.

Colleague:Great,asweknowDrMoleksisleaving

andIwasthinkinggoreremodireleafarewellparty.

Iknowit'sshortnoticebutIamsurewecan

contributelittlewehavesowecangethima

presentandbuydisnacksandmeat.

Everyoneagreed.

Colleague:Sowecancontributewhatwecanafford.

Tsala:Whereisthepartygoingtobe?

Colleague:IwasthinkingkoRiversideguesthouse,

it'snicetheregapetheyarecheap.

Everyoneagreedandgaveintheiropinionsand

thoughts.



Colleague:Greatthen,let'smakesurewehaveall

contributednextweekFriday.

Theyallagreedthensomeleftusingthestairswhile

someusedtheelevator.TsalastoodinfrontofAbel

intheelevatorandhebreathedonherneck.She

closedhereyesandbreathedoutheavilyfeeling

uncomfortable.

Abel:Areyouokay?

Tsala:..

Abelsmiledalone,theelevatoropenedandtheyall

steppedout.

Abel:Mopiri,youareworkingwithmetonight!



HesaidtoTsala.Shetookadeepbreath,gother

stuffandfollowedhimtotheemergencysection

wheretheywereworkingthatnight.

Alittlelaterthatnight

Moxlaidonthesofainthedarklostinhisthoughts.

HepickeduphisphoneandclickedonTsala's

number"Iloveyou"hetypedthesmsandsentit.As

heputhisphonedownnoisesfromthebedroom

caughthisear.Helistenedincloselyandcouldtell

RuthwaswatchingPo**.Hegotoutofbedand

wenttostandoutsideforafewminutesthencame

backinsideandshewasdone.Afewminuteslater

thebedroomdooropenedandRuthwenttoget

waterfromthekitchen.

ThefollowingMorning

TsalasatinhercarsmilingalonereplyingMox's



textwhenAbelknockedonherwindow.Sheputthe

phonedownandrolleddownthewindow.

Abel:Hey!

Tsala:Hi!

Abel:KeenggotileOsekawampuisa?(Whathe

toldyounottotalktomeanymore?)

Hesaidlaughingthenhegotinhiscarandleft.

Tsalarolledhereyesanddroveafterhim.

ThatAfternoon

SamefrownedastheDoctortookbloodfromher

hand.

Doctor:Andwearedone.

Same:Oh!



Sheopenedhereyesandfixedherlongsleeve.

Same:WhencanIexpecttheresultsDoc?

Doctor:MondayMorning,Iwillcallyou.

Same:Okay,um..Yousaidmywombisfinedoyou

thinkthatmaybe..

Doctor:Hahaharelax,youarenotgettingpregnant

becauseyouhavebeenonthepillforalongtime

now,itwillhappendon'tworry.

Same:Youthinkso?

Doctor:Yes,don'tworry!

Samesmiledandgrabbedherhandbagandthe

Doctorwalkedhertothedoor.Theyshookhands

andSamewalkedtohercardialingRomeobuthe

didn'tpickup,shecalledagainandhestilldidn't

pickup."JustcamefromtheDoctor'sforblood

tests"shesenthimansms.



ThatEvening

ThekidsrantothehouseandTsalawavedatBeth

whiletalkingtoMmaMoxonthephone.

Tsala:Hahahabathongisthatwhatyouareworried

about,megettingpregnant?

MmaMox:Yes!Whowilllookafterthebabyakere

wabonagoreIamold.

Tsala:Hahahannakeiponelalefourteenhela.

MmaMox:Wai!

Tsala:Haha,anywayIspokemystepsistershe

agreedgoreshewillbringthemkaSaturday

becausennaIdon'thaveleavedays.

MmaMox:It'sokaymygirl.Ihavebeenlonely

withoutmygirls,annoyingastheyare,Imissthem

whentheyarenothere.

Tsala:HahaIcanrelate,anywaydimumzoIam



drivingwewilltalk.

MmaMox:Shapomygirl.

Shehungupandknodherheadtothebeatsofthe

deephousesongshewaslisteningto.Abelparked

nexttoherbytherobotsandtheireyesmeet,he

winkedather,Tsalasmiledandlookedaway.Abel

rolledhiswindowandtoldhertoopenhers,Tsala

rolledhereyesandrolleddownthewindow.

Abel:Wenakanayouaregoingtobeminelikeitor

not.

Tsala:Inyourdreams.

Shesaidlaughinganddroveoffastherobot

openedandAbeldrovebehindher.

AtStux'sHouse



"Hi"Moxsaidthrowinghisbagbehindthesofaand

wenttothekitchen.

Ruth:Hi!

Shestoodupandfollowedhimtothekitchen.

Ruth:Howwasyourday?

Mox:Itwasfinethanks!

Hewentoutsidewiththeglassofwater.

Ruth:NekeengOtshabaMp***(Whatisitareyou

afraidofpu***?)

Moxchokedonhiswaterandturnedtoher.



Ruth:Oryouaregay?Ihavebeenshowingyoudi

signssinceyesterday,areyoublindorslow?

ShetriedtokisshimandMoxsteppedback,he

pouredwaterinhishandandsprinkledather.

Mox:Fire,firejezebelleavemealone.

**

**

**
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Mox:Fire,firejezebelleavemealone.

Ruthlaughedwipingthewateroffherface.

Ruth:Otabakaee!Thesamewomanyouarebeing

faithfultorightnowsheisscreamingwithherfeet

upintheairabouttocumwenaoganakuku.

Shesaidgoingbackinsidethehouse.Moxputthe

glassdownthenfoundhimselflaughingalone,he

wonderedwhatcameoverhim.Hestayedoutside

forabouttenminutesthenwentbackinsidethe

house,heputonhisheadsetsandloggedinto

FacebookwhileRuthandStux'sdaughterwatched

TV.

AtTheHospital



Abelfinishedreadingapatient'smedicalcardand

gaveitbacktotheNurse,hewashedhishandsand

wenttothecafeteriawhereTsalawashavingcoffee.

Hesatnexttoherandtookoneofhercookies.

Neitherofthemsaidanythingforafewminutes.

Tsalafinishedhercoffeeandstoodupgoing

outsideforfreshair.

Abel:Sothisishowit'sgoingtobe?

Tsalaturnedtohim.

Abel:Isthishowwearegoingtowork?

Tsala:Whatdo..

Abel:Whydoyougivehimsomuchpoweroveryou,

nowheiscontrollingwhoyouspeaktoandwhom

youcan'tspeakto,what'snext,whatyoucanwear

andwhatyoucan'twear?



Tsala:Yourproblemkegoreyouthinkyouknow

thingsaboutmyrelationshiporaboutmebutyou

don't.

Abel:Iknowhetoldyounevertospeaktome.

Tsala:That'sachoiceImadeonmyown,outside

workIhavenothingtosaytoyou.

Abel:Heiscontrolling,heisaninsecuremanand.

Tsala:Stop,youdon'tknowMoxokay!

Abel:Idon'tneedtoknowhimtoknowheis

controllingyou.Heisjustscaredgoreyouwillsee

howmentreattheirwomenoutthereandyouwill

realisegoreyouhavesettledforless.

"Donttalkabouthimlikethat"shesaidtryingto

fightAbelandhegrabbedbothherhands.He

lookedintoherfaceandbreathedonherface.Tsala

swallowedhardandlookedaway.

Abel:Untilwhenareyougoingtodenythatyou

havefeelingsforme?



Tsala:Letgoofme.

Shesteppedbacktryingtofreeherself."Letgoof

me!"shesaid.Abelpulledherintohim,wrappedhis

handaroundherbackandkissedher,Tsalaturned

herhead,hekissedherneck."Iwantyou"he

whisperedsoftlyinherearwithhislipsonherneck.

Acarbrightenedonthem,Tsalatriedtofreeherself

buthedidn'tletgoofher,heheldhertightly,before

shecouldcatchherbreath,shelookedupandtheir

eyesmet.Abeltensedmakingdirecteyecontact

andimmediatelylookedawayandletgoofher."I

amsorry"hesaidapologeticallybeforeheturned

aroundabouttoleave.

"Finishwhatyoustarted"Tsalasaidtohim.Abel

turnedtoher.

Tsala:ShowmewhatIammissingthen.



"Idon'twanttorap*you"hesaid.

Tsala:ThenIamgivingyoupermissionto.You

wantthisakere?

Shelookedaroundandtherewasnotevenasingle

movement,itwasusualforthehospitaltobequiet

aroundthattime.Shepulleddownherpanty

togetherwithherpentyhose.

Abel:I’mnotinterestedinthat,notinleast,Iwant

you,asmuchasmybodyisachingforyoursI’mnot

goingtofu**you.ItisyourheartthatIamafter.

Heleftherstandingtherewithherunderwearsin

handfeelingcheaperthanshehaseverfeltbefore.

DaysLater..



**

**

**
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DaysLater

MoxvideocalledTsalagoingaroundthehouse

showingheraround.

Tsala:Sohaveyoumeetyourhousemateyet?



Mox:Yesbutwehaven'treallyspokenwemeet

whenhegavemethekeys.

Tsala:Nnyaammeit'sbeautiful.Maybeinthree

monthsyoucangetsomethingbiggersothatme

andthegirlscanvisit.

Mox:Akeremothowame,maybeafterthewedding

youcangettransfer..

Tsala:Akere!

Mox:Andhavealastborn,hopefullyaboy.

Tsala:Ican'twait.Letmefinishpackingforthegirls

babe,Iloveyou.

Mox:Iloveyou.

Shehungupandwenttothebathroomwherethe

girlswerebathing.

Tsala:Guysfinishupthebusisleavinginanhour.



Sheclosedthebathroomdoor,wenttothebedroom

andfinishedpackingforthem.

AtSame'shouse

Samesatoutsideonthestoopapplyingnailpolish

onhertoenailswhenherphoneranginsidethe

house.Shestoodupandwenttogetit,shepicked

upthecallanddidn'tsayanything.

Romeo:Babe!

Same:Don'tbabemeRomeothreedays?Three

days?

Romeo:Icanexplain.

Same:Don't.

Romeo:Babe,I..

Same:KareIdon'twanttohearit.Whenyouno

longerwantsomeoneyousayityoudont

dissappearforthreedays.



Romeo:..

Sameclickedhertongueandhunguponhimthen

hecalledagainandshedidn'tpickup."Iwas

arrested"ansmsfromRomeocamethrough,Same

rolledhereyesanddidn'trespond.

LaterthateveningatMaunBusRank

Tsalahelpedputthegirlsbagsintheshelvesthen

shesatnexttothemontheseat.Shetookoutthe

ticketsfromherpurseandgaveherlittlesister.

Tsala:Theseticketsareforthreeseatsletnoone

seatwithyouguysokay.

Lily:Okay!

Tsala:AssoonasyouarriveinFrancistowncallme.

Lily:Okay!



Tsala:ThebusisgoingtostopatNata,makesure

you..

Lily:Tsala,wearenotgoingtogetoutofthebus

untilwereachFrancistown.

Tsala:Haha!Good.Theemmamakesureyour

phonehasbatterysothat..

Lilywavedthechargingcordather.

Tsala:Good!

SheturnedtoYamaandRati.

Tsala:Iloveyouguysokay!

Yama:Iloveyoutoo.

Rati:Mummyakerenexttimewecomeweare

comingforever?

Tsala:Yes!Begoodokay?



Rati:Okay!Nnagakenagojathatagorekeska

tsenwakemala.

Tsala:Hahagoodgirl.

TheylookedatYamawhowasalreadydiggingin

herplasticandtookoutapacketofchipsandTsala

laughed.Shesatwiththemforafewminutesthen

sheleftasthebusleft.Shewaiteduntilthebusleft

andshegotinhercaranddrovehomedialing

MmaMox.

MmaMox:Hallo!

Tsala:Eebaemeletse,theywillbearriving

tomorrowmorning.

MmaMox:Okaymygirl.

Tsala:IgaveLilytwothousandtogiveyou.

MmaMox:Somuchmoney,keaeng?

Tsala:Keabechaakeregolofa.

MmaMox:WhydoIneedamanwhenIhaveyou?



Theybothlaughed

Tsala:Lemopakokerekileenoughforamonth,if

theyfinishitintwoweeksbatabaka.

MmaMox:Youaredoingalotngwanaka,Itold

Moemedigorestartingfromnextmonthheis

payingforeverything.Youhavebeen

singlehandedlydoingalot.

Tsala:Hahannyaammatlogelamonnawameaje

madiagagwehelaotheehewillstartcontributingin

twomonths.

MmaMox:Eheeeifyouaretheonewhosaysthat

thenfine.

Tsala:Hahaha!Iamdrivingwewilltalk.

MmaMox:Okaybyemygirl.

AtTumi'sHouse



Tumistirredthepotandtastedthesaltwhen

someoneknockedatthedoor.Hewashedhis

handsandwenttoopenforAbel.Theyshookhands

andshoulderbumpedthenAbelfollowedhimtothe

kitchen.

Tumi:Iwasthinkingaboutyouearlierkebona

Mpogi.

Theybothlaughed.

Tumi:WemeethaATM.

Abel:HahahahaaggmonashouldIalsobringup

yourexes?

Tumi:NnaIdidn'tengageanyonewithafivepula

Chinesering.

Theylaughedoutloud,Tumigavehimabeerand

hesatonthekitchencounter



Abel:ThatwasthebestrelationshipIhaveeverhad.

Tumi:Noyoureallylovedeachother,facts!Sotell

mewareitwasthebestyoueverhad,nevermeet

anyoneafter?

"AoIhavebeenknockingforminutesnow"Tsala

saidcominginsideandshepanickedseeingAbel.

Tumi:EheIaminhere!

Tsalaletoutafadesmile.

Tsala:Hi,whereiseveryone?

Tumi:Theywentgroceriesshopping.

Tsala:Ehe,Iwasjustpassingby.

Tumi:Iamabouttodishup,let'shavedinner.

Tsala:NoI..



Tumi:AbelIhopeyouaretakingcareofmylittle

sisterakere?

AbellookedatTsalaandshelookedaway.

Abel:AmI?

Tsalafakedalaugh.

Tsala:Idon'tneedtakingcareofkemosadiO

motona.

Abelsippedonhisdrink.Tumilookedathim.

Tumi:Youdidn'tanswermekana.Wareyounever

fellinloveafterMpogi?

Abel:HahaIdidbutitsaonesidedlove.

Tumi:Wellmakesureyougetherontheotherside,



rebatagobinakana.

AbellookedatTsala.

Abel:That'smyplan,problemisshehasaboyfriend.

Tumi:So?sincewhenbathobaretseelabanyana,

showherwhatsheismissing.Comeonmandont

tellmeyoulostyourtouch.

Abel:Hahahanoenesheisgoingtobemine.

HesaidlookingatTsala!

Tsala:HeelaTumiIforgotIhavetogobuy

something,Iwillhavedinneranothertime.

Tumi:Okaynoproblem,thegirlsaregone?

Tsala:Yes,today.

Tumi:Okay!

Tsala:Bye!



ShehurriedoutsidetohercardialingPortia.

Portia:Hey!

Tsala:Prayforme!

Portia:What'sgoingon?

Tsala:Iamfallingforhim.

Shetouchedherforeheadandclosedhereyes.

Tsala:OhmyGodIamfallinginlovewithAbel.

Portia:BreakupwithMoxthen.Ifyoucanfallin

lovewithanothermanwhilesupposedlyinlovewith

anotheroneitmeansgoreyoudon'tloveMox.

**



**
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Tsala:OhmyGodIamfallinginlovewithAbel.

Portia:BreakupwithMoxthen.Ifyoucanfallin

lovewithanothermanwhilesupposedlyinlovewith

anotheroneitmeansgoreyoudon'tloveMox.

Tsala:YouknowIloveMox.

Portia:Thenwhyopenyourhearttoloveanother

man?

Tsala:YouthinkIwokeupanddecidedtofallinlive

withAbel?Ididn't,Ican'thelpwhomyheart

choosestolove.



Portia:ThensetMoxfreemmaandenjoyyour

relationshipwithAbelyoowagago.

Tsala:Uhu!

Portia:Watenawena!IhopeAbelbreaksyourheart

intolittlepiecesObake.Mxm!

Shehunguponher,Tsala'sJawsdropped,thatwas

nottheresponsesheexpectedfromherbestfriend.

"EbilennanevertellmeanythingaboutAbel

#TeamMox"ansmsfromPortiacamethrough.

Tsala:(Text)Ididn'tknowitwaswrongtotellyou

asmybestfriend.Iwassharingmyfeelingswith

you,IsaidIamfallingforAbelIdidn'tsayIwantto

breakupwithMox.

Portia:Youareannoying,facts

Tsaladidn'treply,shewashonestlyfightinga

loosingbattle.Sheputthephoneonthepassenger



sideanddrovehome.

TheFollowingMorning

Tsalawokeuptoherphoneringing,stillasleepshe

pickedupandputonloudspeaker."Hello"shesaid.

Lily:WeareinacombitoSerule!

Tsalalookedatthetime.

Tsala:Ehe!IwillsendyounumberyagaMmaMox

gapeYamaOmotonashewillshowyouhowtogo

home.

Lily:Okay!

Tsala:Didyouhaveanyproblemsontheway?

Lily:Wainothing.

Tsala:Okaythatgreat,letmegetreadyforwork



then.

Shehungupandwenttoswitchonthegyser.She

satonthetoiletseatbitingherlowerlipthenshe

flushedthetoiletandwenttogetherphonefrom

thecharger.

AtSame'sHouse

Samerolledhereyeslookingatherphoneringing

untilRomeogaveup.Twomessagescamethrough

andsheignoredthemthenimmediatelyDitshego's

callcamethrough.

Same:Hello!

Ditshego:Hi,Romeoareyouarenotpickinguphis

calls.

Same:YesIamnotakereleenehehasnotbeen

pickingupmycalls.



Ditshego:Gagodirwejalo,twowrongsdon'tmake

aright.Hearhimout.

Same:Ihavetogetreadyforwork.

Shehunguponhermotherandsatinfrontofthe

mirrorapplyingmakeup.

AtJohn'sHouse

Helockedthehouseandgotinhiscarwhenhis

phonerang.

John:Hey!

Mox:Hi,Obusy?

John:Nozup?

Mox:Tsala'sbirthdayisonSundaysoIwas

thinkingmaybewecandosomethingsmallforher

thisweekendkaSaturday.



John:OkayIamlistening.

Mox:It'sasurprisesoyoucan'ttellanyoneexcept

foryourbrothers.

John:Okay,whatdoyouhaveinmind?

AttheHospital

TsalaquicklydodgedintothepassageasAbeland

anotherDoctorcamewalkingtowardsher.She

watchedthemgetintheelevatorthenshewentto

thefrontdesk."Heycanwetalk?"Tsalaturned

aroundanditwasAbel.Shewalkedwithhimafew

stepsawayandshefoldedherarms.

Tsala:Yeah!

Abel:IwantedtobethefirsttotellyougoreIhave

decidedtoswapshiftswithDrMiller,thatmeanswe

arenolongerworkingshiftstogether.

Tsala:Oh!



Abel:Yeah.

Tsala:Why?

Abel:IhavenoticedthatImakeyouuncomfortable

andIdon'twantyouloosingfocusatwork.

Tsala:Oh,ohokay!

Abel:Wearegood?

Tsala:Yeah,whywouldn'twebe?

Abel:Great!

Heturnedaroundandwalkedtotheelevator,he

presseditandwaitedforit.Hegotinsideandjust

asitwasaboutcloseitopenedagainandTsala

wentinside.

Tsala:Youdon'tmakemeuncomfortable,I..Iam

justtoocowardtoadmitthatIaminlovewithyou.

Theelevatorclosedandshewrappedherarms



aroundAbelkissinghim

AttheBank

Samecamefromthetoiletandfoundrosesanda

boxofchocolatesonhertable.

Colleague:Isignedthemforyou.

Samepickedupthecardandsmiledreadingthe

apologyletterfromRomeo.Shepickeduptheroses

andsmeltthem,shesmiledandputthemdown

thenherphonerang.

Same:Hey!

Romeo:IsentyoudocumentsonWhatsAppgoreI

wasreallyarrested.Itriedtostoppeoplefrom

fightingnextthingIamtakenalongwiththem,I

wouldn'tnevernotwanttospeaktoyou.



Samesmiled.

Romeo:PleaseforgivemeBabe,nexttimeIsee

peoplefightingIamgoingtomindmyown

business.

Same:Youbetter!

Romeo:Ipromise!

Same:Sorrybabe,Iwasmadatyoufornothing.

Romeo:It'sokayyoudidn'tknow,keagoratakana

MmaagweBrandon.

Samesmiled.

Same:SpeakingofBrandonIamovulatingineleven

days.

Romeo:AndIwillbethere.

Same:Good,letmegetbacktowork.



Romeo:Iloveyou.

Samehungupthensheopenedherchocolatesand

tookabitefromone.

AttheHospitalBasement

AbelpressedTsalaonthewallkissingheragain

thenhesteppedback.Heheldherhandandkissed

it.

Abel:Let'sgosomewherethisweekend,justyou

andme.

Tsala:Where,FridayitsDrMoleks'sfarewellparty.

Abel:Theywillcelebratewithus.Let'sgo

somewhereinthewildernessandspendallday

gettingtoknoweachotherandallpartsofeach

other'sbody.



HesaidkissingherandTsalagiggled.

Tsala:EbileitsmybirthdaykaSunday.

Abel:Perfectexcusetovacation.Whatdoyousay?

Tsala:Okay!

**

**
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FridayMorning

Abelslowlypulledoutandplantedasoftkisson



Tsala'sforeheadbeforeherolledoutofbedand

rolledtoiletpaperonhishandthenheremovedthe

condomandwipedhimselfthenhereachedfora

cleantowelandwipedTsala.Shegiggledand

closedherlegs.

Abel:Haha!Letmesee!

Hesaidopeningherlegsthenhelookedathernunu,

heparteditwithhisfingersandlookedatTsala.

Abel:Youhaveabeautifulpu***doyouknowthat?

Tsala:Sheee!Stop!

Shesaidclosingherlegsagainthenshegotoutof

bedandshewenttothebathroom.Shecameback

andputonAbel'st-shirtlookingatthetime.

Tsala:Ihavetogo.



Abel:Itoldyouyoucanalwayscomewithyour

uniformthenweleavetogetherakere.

Tsala:Peoplewillstarttalking.

Abel:ThereisnolawagainstCoworkersdating.

Hesaidpullingherintohimandkissedher.

Tsala:Iknowbutyouknowpeoplealwaystalk

akere.

Abel:So?LetthemtalkIdon'tcareandyou

shouldn'teither.

Tsala:Idon'teither,kegoreIdon'twantMoxtohear

aboutusfromotherpeople.Ihavetobetheoneto

tellhim.

Abel:Okay!

Hestoodupwithherinhisarmsandtheywentto

thebathroom.



Tsala:Whattimeareweleavingagain?

Abel:Halffivesothatwecanarrivebeforedawn.

Tsala:Okay!WhatdoIpack?

Abel:Justyou.

Tsala:Hahahaha!

Abelpinnedheragainstthewallandkissedher,he

raisedherlegandrubbedhisDonhernunu.

Tsala:Wait,we..

Abel:Keengyoudon'ttrustme?

Tsala:Iamnotonthepilland..

Abel:Iwillpullout.

Hesaidpenetrating,Tsalaopenedhermouthwide

andlookedupwithhereyesclosedenjoyingevery

inch.



AtTumi'sHouse

TumisatdownputtingonhisshoestalkingtoJohn

onthephone.

Tumi:YeahBethareshemanagedtobookatable

fortenandpaidforthecake.

John:Ten?

Tumi:DadandhisWifearenotcomingsoit'sgoing

tobejustfiveofus,Mmoloki'sgirlfriend,Beth,Mox

andIwasthinkingofinvitingAbel.

John:Okaygreatwearesetthen.

Tumi:Yeah!ShapomonaIamgettingreadyfor

work.

John:Sure!

AtTsala'sHouselaterthatevening



Tsalathrewallherclothesonthebedwondering

whichonestopack.Shechoosekhakhishorts,a

blacktanktopandtwosetofbikinisthenamilitary

greenshortdress.Herphonerangandshesmiled

pickingup.

Tsala:Idon'tknowwhattopack.

Abel:Justpackonedress,wearegoingtobenaked

thewholedayanyway.

Tsala:Hahaha!Okay!

Abel:Iwillbethereinthirtytofourtyfiveminutes.

Tsala:Okay!

Shehungupandsatonthebedfeelingexcited.She

bitherlowerlipandpickedupherphoneandcalled

Mox.

Mox:Hey!



Tsala:Hey,Imissyou!

Mox:Imissyoutoo.

Tsala:IfyouwerenotworkingthisweekendIwould

visitoryouwouldvisitkana.

Shesaidtryingtoconfirmifhereallywasworking

thatweekend.

Mox:Akerebabe,Iwishwewouldspendyour

birthdaytogether.

Tsala:Metoobutdon'tworrythereareother

birthdayscoming.

Mox:Yeah!

Tsala:Mmmh,shapo.

Mox:Okaybye!Iloveyou!

Tsala:Iloveyoutoo.

Shehungupandcontinuedpacking.



Afewminuteslater

JustashewasabouttoparkinfrontofTsala's

houseAbel'sphonerang.

Abel:Hello!

Tumi:Hi,zup?

Abel:Wainothingmuchandyou?

Tumi:Areyoubusythisweekend,Tsala'sboyfriend

plannedasurprisepartyforTsala'sbirthdaythis

Saturday.

Abel:Oh!

Tumi:Willyoubeabletocome?

Abel:IamtakingmymysteryladytotheSafarithis

weekend.

Tumi:Myman!

Abel:Hahahah!



Tumi:Getherpregnant,whentheboyfriendisstill

decidingwhethertoforgiveherthenengageher.

Theybothlaughed.

Tumi:IdidthatwithBeth,akereneankganaareke

lepraiseandworship,firstnightherfirsttimeIgot

herpregnant,whenherparentscametoseemy

parentsebileItoldthemkeanyala.

Abel:MaybeIshoulddothat.

Tumi:Dothat,tenyearsfromtodayyouwillthank

me.

Abel:Haha,anywayenjoyyourparty.

Tumi:Sure,it'sasurprisedon'ttellher.

Abel:HahabelievemeIwon't.

Hehungupandwenttothehouse.Tsalaopened

thedoorandhesmiledkissingher.



Tsala:What?

Abel:Ihaveafeelingthisisgoingtobeanexciting

weekend.

Tsala:Letmegogetmybag.

Shegotherbag,lockedthedoorandAbelopened

thecardoorforher.

MeanwhileinJwaneng.

Driver:Kang!

Mox:Okayfinenoproblem.Iwillgetanotherliftin

Kang.

Hethrewhisbackpackatthebackofthecarand

divedin.
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MoxwalkedoutofthePolicestationangrydialing

Tumibuthedidn'tpickup.HedialedJohnashe

wavedforataxianditstoppedforhim.



John:Hello!

Mox:IthoughtItoldyougoreIdon'tknowwhere

Tsalais,whyamIbeinginterrogatedbythepolice

now?

John:Theywouldn'tinterrogateyouifyouwere

innocent.

Mox:Heeehee!

Moxlaughedindisbelief.

Mox:Idon'tknowthatslu*ofyoursisteris.

John:Don'tcallherthat.

Mox:Heeefootshek!Ijuststartedworkingandit's

notgoodthatIamseenatthepolicestation

everydaylikeIamsomecriminal.ForthelasttimeI

don'tknowwhereTsalais,GakeitsekoTsalaa

lengtengbathongjustleavemealone,pleaseleave

mealone.



HehunguponJohnandrestedhisheadagainst

theseatcuppinghisface.Hebreathedoutloudand

thendialedhisbrother.

Tshwano:Hello!

Mox:TheMopiribrotherswanttodestroymylife,I

haven'tevengotmyfirstsalary.Iamstillon

probationandalreadyPoliceOfficersbantatelako

tirong.TumicalledmalobaandItoldhimIdon't

knowwhereTsalais.Hecalledagainthedaybefore

yesterdayandIstillgavehimthesameanswer.I

don'tknowwhereTsalais,gatwenearesheis

comingtoJwanengbutshenevercametome,she

doesn'tevenknowwhereIstayIdon'tknowwhyI

amnowbeinginterrogatedekareIkilledherorI

knowwheresheisbecauseIdon't.

Tswano:Whereareyounow?

Mox:IjustcamefromthePoliceStation.

Tswano:WhatdidthePolicesay?

Mox:ThesameasmalobagoreTsalaOkaeand



thatthelasttimeshehadanycommunicationwith

anyonenearesheiscomingtoJwaneng.

Tswano:Kemathata,youstruggledforlong

unemployednowtheywanttoruinyourlife!

Mox:Aahmona,IswearTsalaneverarrivedhere.

Tswano:Ibelieveyou.IwilltalktoTumi,they

shouldworkhardonfindingtheirsisterandleave

youalone.

Mox:Aahmona!

Tswano:Juststaystrongwewilltalk.

Mox:Shapo!

AtTumi'sHouse

BethlistenedtoTumitalkingtoMmolokionthe

phone.Sheshookherheadandsatdown.

Tumi:Everyoneiscapableofeverythingwhenthey



areangrythat'swhyIamnotgivingMoxapass.

Mmoloki:ButIswearifhetouchedevenasingle

haironherheadIamgoingtoki**himwithmyown

twohands.

Tumirubbedhisheadandbreathedoutloud.

SomeoneknockedatthedoorandBethwentto

open.

John:Hi!

Beth:Hi!Anything?

John:Ihavecalledallhospitalsalongthewaybut

nothing.AreyoustillsayingMoxisinnocent?He

knowswhereTsalais,hedidsomethingtoher.

TumifinishedtalkingtoMmolokionthephoneand

turnedtohiswifeandBrother.

John:Nothing,noadmitionsbyanyonebythename



ofTsalaoranyonewithoutanidentification.

Tumisatdownandcuppedhisface.

Beth:IthinkyoushouldtellMmaNaledi?

Tumi:What?Remoraarerengwhenevenwedon't

knowwhereTsalais?

Therewassilencethentheyheardacarpark

outsideandthedoorslammed.Bethlookedoutside

throughthewindowanditwasTswano.

Beth:It'sMox'sBrother!

TswanoknockedhardonthedoorandJohnwentto

openthedoor.

Tswano:You!



HestormedinpointingatJohnandTumi.

Tswano:Leavemybrotheroutofnonsensethat

yoursisterisdoing.

John:HeeMorena..

Tumi:John!

John:No!Tsalaismissingandthelastpersonshe

wenttoseewasMoxhow..

Tswano:Didshetellyougoreshearrivedin

Jwaneng?Whatifsheneverdid,whatifsheison

anothervacationwithherboyfriend,letswegomo

gonnake.Didn'tshepullthesamestuntaweekago

lemmataeneailevacationlemonnaOsele?Leave

mybrotheraloneandfocusonfindingyoursister.

Stoptryingtoruinmybrother'slife.Whatareyou

goingtodowhenyoursisterdecidedtocomehome

whileMoxhaslosthisjob?

John:Ifhehasnothingtohidethenheshould

cooperatewiththePolice.



Tumi:LookwearenottryingtoruinMox,wejust

toldthePolicewhathappenedandtheyaredoing

theirjobinterrogatingeveryone.Allwewantisfor

oursistertocomebackthat'sall.

Tswano:Thisenergyandtimeyouarewastingon

mybrotherpleaseuseittosearcheverystuffhouse

atthehospitalandeverylodgeandguesthouse.

Hesaidandstormedout.

John:(ToTumi)Whydidyoustopme,I..

Tumi:Didntyouseehowbigthatguyis?Whereyou

alsogoingtoexpectmetohelpyouwhenhe

knocksoffallyourteeth?

John:It'sjustabigbodyhe..

Beth:Butheisright,sincesheisnotinanyhospital

maybeweshouldcheckthelodgesandsafari

campswhoknowsmaybe..



BothBrotherslookedatherandshekeptquiet.

ThesamedaylaterthatEvening

YamaandRatifinishedwashingtheirsocksand

hungthemontheline.

MmaMox:HeeeybringthosehereIwanttoseeif

theyareclean.

TheyrangtotheirGrandmotherwiththesocksand

sheinspectedthem.

MmaMox:Theyareclean.

Theyrantothelinetohangthemagainwhenacar

parkedbythegate.RraMox'sbrotherandsister

bothsteppedout.Theyopenedthegateandwalked



towardsMmaMoxandexchangedgreetings.

MmaMoxstooduptogettwochairsandtheysat

down.ThesisterlookedatMmaMox'slittlebedof

rosesshehadinfrontofthehouse.

Sister:Ishouldcomegetafewofthesetheyare

beautiful.

MmaMoxignoredher.

Brother:Iamafraidwecomewithbadnews.

MmaMox:..

Brother:RraTswanoleftthisworldtodayinthe

afternoon.

TherewasalittlesilencethenMmaMoxclearedher

throat.



MmaMox:Mayhissoulrestinpeace.

AtTumi'sHouse

BethscreamedfromthebedroomandTumiputthe

newspaperhewasreadingdownonthetableand

rantothebedroom.

Tumi:What?

Beth:It'sTsala!

ShesaidshowingTumiaphotoonherphone.It

wasaphotoofacardamagedbeyondrepair.Tumi

zoomedonthephotoandlookedatBeth.

Tumi:ThisisTsala'scar.

Beth:Theysaythecarcollidedwithabigtruckand

itburnt.



Tumiscrolleduptoreadthewholestorythatwas

sharedinagroup.Hefellonthebedonhisbutt

andbreathedout,Bethsatnexttohimandhugged

him.

Tumi:No!

Bethhuggedhimtightly.Tumishookhisheadin

denial.

Tumi:No,Tsalaisnotdead,no!

**
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Tumi:No!

Bethhuggedhimtightly.Tumishookhisheadin

denial.

Tumi:No,Tsalaisnotdead,no!

Beth:Babe!YouknowgorebathobaFacebookba

maakaakeredon'tbelievewhattheyaresaying.

Tumi:Sheisjustachildshecan'tdienow.

Bethwipedhertearsandhuggedherhusband

tightly.Shedidn'tknowwhattosay!Immediately

Mox'scallcamethroughandBethpickedup.



Beth:HeyMox!

Mox:HiTumiOkaeIsenthimsomethingon

WhatsApp,afriendofminetaggedmeonaposton

FacebookanditsTsala'scar.

Beth:Yeahrebonepost.

Mox:Isshereally..Is..

Beth:Nothinghasbeenconfirmedakereyouknow

bathobaFacebookbamaaka,Iwillkeepyou

updatedokay.

Mox:Thanks!Iknowwe..(paused)..ButIwould

neverwishanythingbadonher,sheisstillthelove

ofmylifeandmykidsmother.

Beth:Iknow.Iwillcallyou.

Mox:Thanks!

Hehungupandbreathedinhishands.Gloriacame

fromthebathroomwrappedinatowelandsatnext

tohimonthemattress.



Gloria:Areyouokay?

Moxturnedtoherandletoutafadesmile.

Mox:Iamfine.

Gloria:Icansleepoverifyouwantmeto.

ShesaidhugginghimthenMox'sphonerangagain.

Mox:Hello!

MmaMox:Moemedi.

Mox:Yeah?

MmaMox:It'syourfather,gatwehepassedaway

thisafternoon.

Mox:Oh,okay!

MmaMox:Eethefuneralwillbeheldathisbrother's

yardsideya..



Mox:Idon'tthinkIwillcome,Ican'ttakeleaveI

don'tevenhaveamonthworking.

MmaMox:Don'tletthatmanmakeyou..

Mox:IhavetogoIwillcallyou.

Hehungup.

AtthePoliceStation

TumiandJohnwalkedoutofthePolicestation

furious.

Tumi:Aggtheseofficersmona,what'shardabout

makingacallObotsahelagorewhathappenedto

thedriverofthecar?

John:Ialmostpunchedhisbignose.Let'sgoto

GhanziobviouslyshewastakentoGhanzibecause

itstheclosesttowheretheaccidentwas.



Tumi:Eish!

Herestedhisbackagainstthecarandlookedupat

thestars.

Tumi:Let'sgo!

HegotinsidedialingBeth.

TheFollowingMorning

MmaMoxrakedinfrontofthehousehummingto

herfavouritesong,sheputtherakeagainstthewall

andwenttogetanoldbathsheusedtoputtrashin.

MmaPoloko:Dumelang!

MmaMoxraisedherheadandlookedather.



MmaMox:Eheee!Leteng?

MmaPoloko:Ee!I..

Shestoodbythefence."WaboObatagontiaakere

kadikgang"shesaidwalkingtowardsthefence.

MmaPoloko:Iheardsomerumours.

MmaMox:Yes!

MmaPoloko:ThatRraTshwanoislate.

MmaMoxtookadeepbreath.

MmaMox:It'snotarumourit'strue.

MmaPoloko:What?

MmaMox:Yeshissiblingscametotellme

yesterday.



MmaPoloko:Andyouarethisrelaxed?

MmaMox:WhatshouldIdo?

MmaPoloko:AoNkelemyfriendIknowtheman

hurtyoubut..

MmaMox:Whatdoyouwantmetodocry?Ihave

nothingleftIcriedalotwhenIwaswiththatman.I

amsorrythatheisnolongerwithusbutthat'sit.I

amnotgoingtocryforthatman.

MmaPoloko:Iunderstandyoubut..

MmaMox:Butnothing,letmefinishraking.

AtGhanzi

BethparkedbehindTumi'scarandbothsheand

RraTumisteppedoutandhurriedinsidethePolice

stationwhereTumiandJohnwere.

RraTumi:Anything?



Theybothturnedtohim.

Tumi:Bapallwa,wecameherelastnightrereba

botseaboutthedriverofthecarbutno.This

morningbaretheyhavetofollowprocedure,

procedureyamasurp!

RraTumiwalkedpastthemandwalkedtothefront

desk.

RraTumi:CanIpleaseseetheOfficerincharge.

Officer:Sirwe..

RrwTumi:Whenit'saboutmychildIwillturnthis

placeupsidedown,showmetheOfficerincharge.

WecameallthewayfromMauntofindanswers

andwearenotleavingwithoutthem.Thecaris

hereakeresowewanttoknowwherethedriveris,if

mychildisdeadgiveusherbodyreyegomo

ithobogelaifsheburntinthecartelluswewill



handleit.

TheOfficerinchargecamefromhisOfficetalking

tohisphonethenhehungupasthewholefamily

turnedtohim.

John:Morena!

Officer:Yeswedidreceivethecarlastweek

Tuesday.ThedriverwastransferedtoGhanzi

primaryhospitalbutbythecallIjustreceivedshe

wasAirtransferedtoGaboroneThursdaymorning.

John:Wasthathardto..

Tumi:(Interrupted)Gaboronekae?

Officer:Iwouldbelyingbutprobablyaprivate

hospital.

Tumi:Thankyou!

HewalkedoutdialingPeter.Bethsatinthecar

whilehetalkedtohisbrothers.



Tumi:Peterarehewillgolookforher,itwon'tbe

hard,it'sfivebigprivatehospitals.

Beth:Comehere!

Shehuggedher,Tumismiledandrestedhischinon

Beth'sshoulder.

Tumi:WhatwouldIdowithoutyou?

Beth:Nothing!

Tumipulledbackandsmiled.Hekissedherand

heldbothherhands.

Tumi:Thanksforlovingme.

Beth:..

Tumi:WhenwemeetIwasyoungtobeprayingfor

womenbutGodsawitfittomakeyoumine.There



arealotofthingsthatIwouldn'thavedoneonmy

own.Iloveyou!

Beth:Let'smakeanotherbabywhenwegethome.

Tumi:Haha..

Beth:Maybewewillhaveaboythistime,onejust

likedaddy.

Tumi:Wecanparkby..

Theybothlaughed.

Tumi:Wedon'tneedabedtomakeababy.

Beth:Iknow!

Tumi:Iloveyoubabe,thanksforbeingmyrock.

Bethleanedoverandkissedhim.Johnand

RraTumiwalkedtothem.

RraTumi:SoweareallgoingbacktoMaun?



Tumi:YesPeterandMmolokiwillupdateus.John

youcangowithDadinBeth'scarwewillfollow.

AtGloria'sHouse

"Hehastwodaughters"Gloriasaidfromthekitchen

whereshewasmakingasandwichforhermother.

Shecamewithitandputtheplateonthetable.

Mother:Ialwayssaywhenyoudon'thavekidsits

besttodatesomeonewhodoesn'thavekidstoo.

Gloria:OhnothebabyMamaisnotathreat,bythe

lookofthingstheyareinbadterms.

Mother:Ngwanakaarelationshipbetweenbaby

daddyandbabymamaiscomplicatedyou..

Gloria:RelaxMamaifitsnotmeanttobethenits

notmeanttobebutIhaveafeelinggorethisisthe

manthatGodsenttome.Moemediismyhusband.



LaterthatEveningatthePrivateHospital

MmolokiandPeterbothstoodupastheDoctor

walkedtowardsthem.

Doctor:Iamsorrytokeepyouwaiting,thisway

please.

Peter:Doctorwait!

BothMmolokiandTheDoctorlookedathim.

Peter:Sheisaliveright?

Doctor:Sheisalivebutsheisinacomatosestate.

Peterwalkedbehindthemholdinghisbreathand

whathesawwasnotwhatheexpectedoreven

imagined.BothheandMmolokiturnedtothe

Doctor.



Mmoloki:Doctorwhoisthis?

Doctor:Shesufferedthirddegreeburnsandwehad

todoanemergencyskingraftasthirddegreeburns

donotheelbythemselves.

Mmolokilookedatwhatwassaidtobehislittle

sisterwrappedinbandagesfromherneckdownto

hertoesandhadmorethanfivetubesconnectedto

hermouthandnoseandevenatubeinherthroat.

**
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Mmolokilookedatwhatwassaidtobehislittle

sisterwrappedinbandagesfromherneckdownto

hertoesandhadmorethanfivetubesconnectedto

hermouthandnoseandevenatubeinherthroat.

Herheadwasthesizeofabasketballandthe

beepingsoundsdidn'thelpatall.Peterexcused

himselfandwentoutside.Mmolokilookedaway

andwipedhistears."IsshegoingtoliveDoctor?"

heaskedwithashakyvoice.

TheDoctorclearedhisthroat.

Doctor:Wehaveneverhadcaseslikethisbefore

but..

Mmoloki:Iwantasimpleyesorno,isshegoingto

live?



Doctor:Miracleshappen,lookSirIcannot.

Mmoloki:Istheresomewhereshecangetbetter

helpthanhere?

Heaskedwipinghistears.

Mmoloki:SheismybabysisterandIwilldo

anythingforher.

Doctor:Wearethebestinthecountryunlessyou

wanttotakeheroutofthecountrywhichisvery

riskyatthemoment.

Mmolokisatdownonthechairandwipedhistears.

"Youhavetomakeit,youcannotdielikethis"he

saidwipinghistearsthenheswallowedhard.

AtTumi'sHousealittlelater



HelookedatthephotoMmolokisenthimandput

thephoneonthetable.Hecuppedhisfaceand

breathedinhishands.

Beth:Hey,soIwasthinkingthat..

Sheturnedtoherhusband.

Beth:Babe?

Tumipickedupthephoneandgaveher.Beth

lookedatthephotoandherheartskipped.Before

shecouldsayanythingTumistoodupandstormed

totheirbedroom.Shefollowedhimandlockedthe

door,shesatnexttohimandhuggedhimashe

criedoutloud.

AtSame'sHouse



FrustratedSamethrewthenegativehome

pregnancytestsinthebinandsatonthebed.She

buriedherfaceinthepillowscreamingthenshe

wipedhertears.Shedidn'tknowwhatshewas

doingwrong.

Romeo'scallcamethroughandshedidn'tpickup.

Hecalledagaintwotimesstillnoanswer.Afew

minuteslaterSamepickedupherphoneanddialed

herMother.

Ditshego:Hello,Gaosebiwewewerejusttalking

aboutyou,Iwastellingthemgorewhenyouwerea

babyyouusedto..

Same:ThattimeafterSechaba'sdeathyoutookme

toatraditionalDoctorwhohelpedmedealwithmy

nightmares.

Ditshegostoodupandwentoutside.



Ditshego:Arewe..

Same:Ishestillalive?

Ditshego:Whyareyouaskingdoyouhave

nightmaresagain?

Same:No,IthinkIaminfertile.

TheFollowingDay

BethslowlyfoldedtheclotheslisteningtoTumi

talkingtohisbrotheronthephone.

Tumi:IwilltellyouafterIhavebookedtheflight.

Sure!

HehungupandlookedatBeth.

Tumi:IknowthereisnothingIcandobut.

Beth:Gobabe!



Tumi:Willyoubeokaywiththekids?

Beth:Yes!

Tumi:Thanks,IwanttogowithDad.

Bethknodherhead.

Beth:HaveyoutoldMmaMox?

Tumi:No,wheredoistart?

Beth:Youwantmetotalktoher?

Tumi:Thanksbabethatwouldmeanalottome.

Beth:OkayIwillcallher.Youhaven'teatenanything

letmefixyousomething.

Tumi:Thanks!

BethwenttothekitchenandTumipickeduphis

phone,helookedatthephotoagainandlookedup

astearsfilledhiseyesandsomethingpainfulstuck

onhisthroat.Heswallowedhardanddialedhis



father.

ThesamedaylaterthatEvening

Sameparkedoutsidetheyardandsteppedout

wrappingastenghearoundherwaistthenshetied

adoekaroundherheadgoingintotheyard.Ngaka

Rakgomolookedatherthroughthesmallwindow

ofhishutthenhesatdownwaitingforher.

AfewminuteslaterSamewentinsidethehutwith

theinstructionsfromNgakaRakgomo'swife.She

removedhershoesandsatdownlikeshewastold

to.Rakgomolookedattheengagementringonher

fingerthenhestartedroaringlikeahungrydog.

Ngaka:Whatbringsyouhere?

Same:NgakaIamnotabletofallpregnant,it's

beenmonthstryingnowandnothingishappening,

atthehospitaltheysaidIamfine,theysaidmy



eggsarefine,mywombisfinebutnothing.

Ngaka:Aaaah!

Hegaveherasackfullofbones.

Ngaka:Dikhuele.Askthemwhyyouarenotableto

fallpregnantthenthrowthemontheground.

Sameshookthem"Khuuuu"shesaidinsidethe

sackthenshethrewthebonesdown.

Ngaka:Aaaah!

HelookedupatSame.

Ngaka:Aaah,OnaleRakgadi?(Doyouhavea

paternalAunt?)

Same:Yes,yes!



Ngaka:(bagobofilekatsatsilalenyalo,

Rakgadiago,moseseOnengagooreketseneaO

berekile)yourAuntboughtyouadressforyour

wedding,thatistherootcauseofallyourproblems,

shetiedyourtubeswiththatdressonyourwedding

day.

Same:(Confused)Wait,onwhoseweddingday?

**
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Ngaka:Aaah,OnaleRakgadi?(Doyouhavea



paternalAunt?)

Same:Yes,yes!

Ngaka:(bagobofilekatsatsilalenyalo,

Rakgadiago,moseseOnengagooreketseneaO

berekile)yourAuntboughtyouadressforyour

wedding,thatistherootcauseofallyourproblems,

shetiedyourtubeswiththatdressonyourwedding

day.

Same:(Confused)Wait,onwhoseweddingday?

Ngaka:Yourweddingday,thedressshebought,

she..

Samestoodupandgrabbedhershoes.

"Morobanyana"Ngakacalledouttoherandshe

ignoredhim.Sheclickedhertongueassheputon

hershoesandwalkedtohercarshakingherhead

talkingalone.Shegotinhercaranddroveaway

dialingDitshego.

Ditshego:Hello!



Same:Mmangakayagagoemaaka.

Ditsheho:Whathappened?

Same:AremytubesweretiedbymyAuntonmy

weddingdaywiththedresssheboughtme.

Ditshego:Wait,whoseweddingday?

Same:Aremine!

Ditshego:Uhuuu,youaremarried?

Same:HesawtheringonmyfingerandthoughtI

ammarried,hooodilotsamono,heaskedmeifI

haveanAuntandIsaidyes,keipotsagorewhat

wouldhehavesaidifItoldhimIdon'thaveanAunt.

Ditshego:Uhuuuu!Whatdidyousay?

Same:Istormedout,obviouslyditaolatsagagwene

disabuekannaakerennaIamnotmarried

(Obviouslyhisboneswerenottalkingaboutme

sinceIamnotmarried)

Ditshego:Kemathata,hooooohahasotheringon

yourfingermadehimthinkgoreyouaremarried?

Same:Eemma!



Ditshego:Aahaahkemathata,youshouldgosee

prophetsthenbecauseIdon'tthinkthereisa

problemwithyou,kedilotsabatho.Maybethat

Doctorwasright,everyonethoughtgoremykids

willamounttonothingbutyouprovedthemall

wrong,youareagraduateandworking,Mphowill

begraduatingsoonleeneandLebowillbegoingto

schoolnextyear.Peopledon'tlikeseeingother

peoplehappykana.

Same:True!

Ditshego:Mmhikemelekadinaongwanaka,Gaba

gagamatsalewenaaboogagamatsa.

Same:Akere!ShapommaIamdriving.

LaterthatEvening

Moxandhiscolleaguesremovedhelmetsfromtheir

shiftsandheadedtotheshowers.Moxopenedhis

lockerandcheckedhisphone.Hehadseven

missedcallsfromhismother,threefromBeth,two



fromTumiandonesmsfromBeth"Heybeentrying

tocallyou.TsalaisinthehospitalkoGaboroneand

hersituationisnotgood,pleasekeepherinyour

prayers."

Hefinishedreadingthesmsandimmediatelydialed

Beth.

Beth:Hello!

Mox:Isshegoingtolive?

Beth:Tobehonestwealldon'tknow,thesituation

isbad.

Mox:Eish!

Hesatdownonthebenchandputhisheadonhis

hand.

Mox:Eish!Thisismyfault,ifIhadansweredher

callsthen.



Beth:Moxno!

Mox:Whatifshedoesn'tmakeit,whatwillIsayto

YamaandRati?

Beth:Prayforher.

Moxwipedhistearsandknodhishead.

Beth:Rightnowallwehavetodoispraythereis

nothingelsewecando.

Mox:Yeah!Iwillprayforher!

Thesameevening

YamasaandRatiraninfrontofMmaMoxand

MmaPolokocomingfromtheMerapelo.

MmaPoloko:KanaIheardmygranddaughtertalking

aboutthataccidentmalobagatweacarandatruck,



Ididn'tknowitwasTsala!

MmaMox:EishmothowaModimo.Whenyouhear

suchthingsyouneverexpectthemtobeabout

peopleyouknow.

MmaPoloko:HaveyoutoldYamasa?

MmaMox:NonotyetbutIwilltellher.

MmaPoloko:EishRoadaccidentswillfinishus

bathong,Iwillprayforher.

MmaMox:Thankyou!

TheysaidgoodbyesasMmaPolokoturnedgoingto

herSister'shouseandMmaMoxwalkedbehindthe

girlsastheytalkedaboutschool.

AFewDaysLater

Tumithrewhisbagsonthebedandreachedforthe

ACremotewhiledialingBeth.



Beth:Hey!

Tumi:Hiwearrived.

Beth:Okay,Iamgladyouarrivedsafely.Haveyou

alreadygonetoseeher?

Tumi:MmmhPeterpickedusupfromtheairport

straighttothehospital.

Beth:Howisshe?

Tumi:Eish!

Herubbedhisfaceandputthephoneon

loudspeaker.

Tumi:TheDoctoraretheswellingisgoingdown

buttheheadandfacearestillbig..Youcanbarely

recogniseher.

Beth:Iamsorrybabe!

Tumi:Ifeelhelpless,kedirejang?



Beth:Prayforher.Prayerisamiracleonitson.Pray

forherbecauseapartfromthatthereisnothingyou

cando.

Tumisniffedandwipedhistears.Heputthephone

downandtookadeepbreaththenhepickeditup

again.

Tumi:Howarethekids?

AtMox'sHouse

Moxpackedafewclothesinhisbackpackwhenhis

phonerang.

Mox:Hey!

Gloria:Hey,haveyouthoughtaboutmyinviteto

church?



Mox:OhyesbutIhavedecidedtogotomyfather's

funeral.

Gloria:Ohokaywewillgoanothertimeakere.

Mox:Yeah!

Gloria:OkayTravelsafely.

Mox:Thanks!

Gloriahungupdissapointed.

Mother:What'swrong?

Gloria:Noareheisgoingtohisfather'sfuneral.

Mother:Jaanongwhyareyoudissapointed?

Gloria:IthoughtmaybehewillaskmeifIwantto

gowithhimbutno.MaybeIamreadingtoomuch

intoeverythingkana.Maybetohimwearejust

friends.

Mother:MenandWomenaredifferentkana.

Gongweleenehedidn'taskyoutocomebecause



hethinkstoyouyouarejustfriends.That'swhyyou

havetositdownanddiscussyourstatus,just

friendsorthereissomethingmore.

Gloriasatdownandlookedathermotherknodding

herhead.

Gloria:Iwillaskhimwhenhecomesback.

LaterduringvisitinghoursattheHospital

RraTumi,TumiandPeterheldhandsandclosed

theireyesstandingbyTsala'sbed.

RraTumi:MorenaModimo..

Themachinesstartedbeepingandtheyallopened

theireyesandlookedateachother."Doctor"Tumi



ranoutsideandbumpedintotheDoctoronthedoor.

Tumi:What'sgoingon?

TheDoctorpagedanotherDoctor."Everyoneout

please"hesaidclosingthecurtain.

Peter:Whatsgoingon?

Doctor:Outplease!

Heclosedthedoor.Tumisatdownwithhishead

betweenhislegsandPeterrubbedhisback.

RraTumipacedupanddownpraying.Twomore

Doctorswentinsidetheroom.Noonesaidanything,

aboutthirtyminuteslaterthedooropenedandall

threemenstoodup.

Tumi:Doc!



Peter:Doctorhowisshe?

Doctor:Iamsorry
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Peter:Doctorhowisshe?

Doctor:IamsorryifmaybeIwasbeing

disrespectfulwhenIchasedyouout.Itishospital

policyto..

Tumi:Weunderstand,howisshe?



Doctor:Tsalaisstablebutcritical,shewashaving

whatwecallepilepticseizure.

Tumi:SimpleEnglishDoc,issheoutofcoma?

Doctor:(Shookhishead)Unfortunatelynot.

Tumibreathedinhishandsandturnedaway.

Peter:Butshewillwakeupakere.

Doctor:UnfortunatelyIcannotguaranteethat,we

havehadpatientswhowokeupandwehavehad

patientswhoneverwokeup.

RraTumi:CanIseeherplease.

Doctor:Yesyoucangoahead.

PeterwenttositnexttoTumiandneitherofthem

saidanything.

InsideRraTumilookedathisdaughter,hetooka



deepbreathandsatonthechairthatwasnextto

thebedandtracedhisfingersonherface.

RraTumi:Youdon'tknowthisbutyouareamiracle

baby.Youcamewhenwethoughtweweredone

havingkids,yourmumfoundoutshewaspregnant

withyouatsixmonthshaha..Andwhenyoufinally

arriveditwasacelebration,wefinallyhadababy

girlandyouweresobeautifulwiththosedeep

dimplesonbothcheeks.Ivowedtoprotectyouuntil

mylastbreathandIknowIhaven'tdon'tdonethat

butpleasegivemeonelastchancemybabytodo

rightbyyou.(Crying)Comebacktous.Comeback

toyourdaughter,sheneedsyou.

Hewipedhistearsandbreathedinhishands.

RraTumi:Comebackmybaby,Idon'tknowifyou

canhearmebutifyoudoknowthatIloveyou,I

loveyoumorethanlifeitselfandyouwillalwaysbe

mybabygirl.Youwillalwaysbemymiraclebaby.



Nomatterhowoldyougrowyouwillalwaysbemy

baby.

Heclearedhisthroatandstoodup.

RraTumi:Fightmybaby,fightforyourlife.

Heputhishandonherforeheadandrealisedthey

hadcutherhair.

ThedooropenedandMoxcamein.

Mox:TheysaidIcancomein.

RraTumi:Mmmh!

Hewalkedpasthimgoingoutside.Moxlookedat

Tsala,hehardlyrecognisedherwithallthetubeson

herfaceandthebandagesaroundherbody.Hesat



downandtouchedherarm.Heswallowedhardand

triedtospeakbutsomethingpainfulstuckonhis

throatandhestartedcrying.

Mox:Youcan'tdienow,youcan't.Youhavetowake

up.You..(shakyvoice)You..(Heswallowedhard

andlookedup)Wakeup.

Hetriedtospeakbutwordsfailedhim,hecriedout

loudcoveringhismouththenhestoodupandstood

bythecorner.Helookedatallthemachines

connectedtoherandrolleddownthewallcovering

hisfacecrying."Youhavetowakeupdammit"

Hestoodupandwalkedtowardsher.

Mox:Youcan'tdie,wakeup.Wakeup!

ThedooropenedandTumirushedin,hegrabbed



him,Moxhuggedhimtightlycrying."Shecan'tdie,

shecan'tdie"herepeatedthewords.

AtMmaMox'sHouse

YamalaidonthesofalostinherthoughtswhileRati

polishedtheirschoolshoes.

MmaMox:HeywenadontIalwaystellyoutopolish

yourshoesoutside?

Ratipickeduptheshoesandwentoutside."Whose

turnisittowashtheplates?"sheaskedYamaand

shedidn'treply.

MmaMox:MmaB?

Yamalookedatherandgotup.



MmaMox:What'swrongareyousick?

Yama:NoIjustmissTsala.Canwecallherplease,

whyhasn'tshecalled?

MmaMox:Oh..I..Maybesheiswherethereisno

network.

Yama:Canweatleasttrytocallher.

MmaMoxsatdownnexttoherandtookherhands

intohers.

MmaMox:Ididn'twanttoworryyoubutTsalaisin

thehospital.She..Shewasinacaraccidentnow

sheisinthehospital.

Yama:Isshegoingtobeokay?

MmaMox:WewillwaitfortheDoctortotellus.

Yama:Iwanttoseeher.

MmaMox:SheisinGaborone.



Yama:Canwepleasegoseeher!Please!

MmaMox:Okaywewillgoaftertheburial.

Yama:Okay!

Tshwanocameinfromthememorialservice.

MmaMox:Ogorogilemoswi?

Tswano:Yes!Theinsurancealsojustpaidout.

MmaMox:Takeyourmoneyandgobetteryourlife

withit,thatmandidn'tcareaboutyouwhenhewas

alive,don'tfeelbadfornotcontributingacentfor

hisfuneralgapetomorrowistheburialeverything

hasbeendone.

Tswano:RangwanewhenIgavebackthedeath

certificatekehaarekanatheyborrowedmoneyto

buythecasketIshouldreturnit.

MmaMox:Bathola!Theyarecrazyakerehewas

theirbrother,youarenotgoingtogivethemeven

onepula.



Tswano:Eish..Moxisnotcoming?

MmaMoxlookedatYama.

MmaMox:Neareheisgoingtoseesomeonein

Gaboronethengetthenightbus,hewillbeherejust

intimefortheburial.

Tswano:Oh,howisshe?

MmaMoxshookherhead.

IntheEveningBus

Moxsatbythewindowwithhiseyesclosedleaning

againstthewindow.Hewasinsomuchpainhis

heartwasshaking.Hecouldn'tgetherpictureout

ofhismind,heopenedhiseyesandtearsrolled

downhischeeks!



3MONTHSLATER
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3MONTHSLATER

SamelaidonthestretcherbedastheDoctordid

anothereggantrafolliclecount.Heremovedthe

transvaginalultrasoundfromSame'svaginaand

wrotedownafewthings.



Doctor:Justlikelasttimeyouareproducing

enougheggsandtheyarebigandhealthyenough

forfertilisation.Yoursugarlevelisstable,your

weightisgreatsototalennaIdon'tknowwhatthe

problemcouldbe.

Samesatonherbuttandsighed.

Doctor:Hasyourhusbanddidsometeststoo,kana

makingababyrequirestwopeopleandit'snot

alwaysthewoman'shealthproblemthattheyare

nothavingachild.

Same:No!

Doctor:Encouragehimtogotoditestsandcheck

hisspermcount.Sometimesspermsdon'tswim

goodenoughtoreachtheeggthat'sthecasewhere

IUIisneeded.Esegoreheisinfertilebutdisperm

tsagagwedileweak.



Sameknodherhead."ThankyouDoc"shesaidas

sheputonherclothesthenfewminuteslaterheleft

dialingRomeo.

Romeo:Heybabe!

Same:HeycomepickmeupkoAirport.

Romeo:What?Youare..

Same:HahahaheelangIamjoking,ebileyouare

shaking.

Theybothlaughed.

Romeo:Aobabe!

Same:Thetimeicomethereyouwillonlyheara

knockatthedoor.

Romeo:Eemma!Yousaidwhenwasyour

appointmentwiththeDoctoragain?



"Daddylook"alittlegirlsaidattheback.

Same:Whoisthat?

Romeo:Ohnokechekileafriend,that'shis

daughter.

Same:Oh,wewillhaveourowndaughteroneday.

Romeo:Onewholooksexactlylikemummy.

Same:Hahaha!

Romeo:LetmecallyouwhenIgethome.

Same:Iloveyou!

RomeohungupbeforesayingIloveyouback.

"Daddylook"thelittlegirlsaidcyclingaroundthe

pavementinabicyclethatRomeojustgot.Linda

camefromthehousewiththreeglassesofjuice

andputonthetable.

Girl:MummylookIcandoit.



Linda:Goodgirl,nowcomehavejuice.

Thelittlegirlabandonedherbicycleandrantohave

hercoldjuice.

Linda:WhatIhavebeenscaredofhashappened!

Romeoturnedtoher.

Linda:Kaoisattachednowebilesheiscallingyou

daddy.

Romeo:It'saproblem?

Linda:Sheisgoingtobehurtwhenyouleave.

Romeo:Leavetowhere?

Linda:Comeon,howlonghaveyoubeensaying

youaregoingtobreakupthingswithSame?Wa

bonawhyIdidn'twantyoumeetingmydaughter.

Youaregoingtobreakherheartwhenyouleave.



Romeosippedonhisdrink.

Romeo:ItoldyouIwillbreakupwithherfaceto

facenotoverthephone.

Lindasippedonherdrinkandcrossedherlegs.Kao

putherglassofjuicedownandranbacktoher

bicycle.

AtGaborone

Moxwatchedthegirlshavetheiricecreamthen

theylookedateachotherandlaughed.Hefound

himselfsmilingandsippedonhisdrink.Thegirls

exchangedtheiricecreamsthenchangedthem

back.

Mox:Guysledirang?Hurrysothatwemeetthe



hospitalvisitinghours.

Rati:Papawee!

Mox:Yeah!

Rati:Youknowwhenyoueatalotoficecreamyou

getbrainfreeze.Maybeweshouldtakemummy

some,itspainfulwhenyourbrainfreezesmaybe

shewillthenwakeup.

Moxsmiled.

Mox:It'sgoingtobemeltedbythetimewearrive.

Rati:Eish!

Mox:Hurryupguys!

MeanwhileKesegowalkedinwithherhusbandand

daughterswiththeyoungestonherhip.

David:Iwillgetusatable.



Kesego:Okay!

KesegowenttoorderwhileDavidlookedaroundfor

atableandtheywerealloccupied.

MoxstoodupfromhisseatandDavidwalkedto

him.

David:Hi,leatswa?

Mox:Hiyes!

Kesegowalkedovertotheirtableandpanicked.Her

heartbeatloudandfastandshestartedsweating.

MoxlookedatherandthenatDavid,helookedat

thelittlegirlDavidwasholdingandtheoneKesego

hadonherhip.

Rati:DaddyIamdone!



Shesaidwipinghermouthwithatissue.

Mox:Goodlet'sgo.(ToLesego)Youcansit.

Hesaidliketheydidn'tknoweachotherorshareda

daughtertogether.Kesegowatchedthemleave

thenshesatdown.

David:Thatlittlegirllookslikeyou.

Kesego:Who?

David:Notthefatone.

Kesegolookedatthem,Ratiwasallgrownupand

shewasbeautiful.ShewonderedwhyMoxdidn't

sayanything.

Kesego:Ididn'tnotice.BabeIthinkIleftmyphone



inthecar.

ShesaidgivingDavidthebabyandranoutside.She

lookedaroundforthemandspottedthemgoingby

theparkinglotside.

Kesego:Mox!

Sheshoutedandheturnedaround.Shehurriedto

himandlookedatRati."GuysIwillfindyouinthe

car"hesaidgivingYamathekeysandthegirlswent

totherentedcar.

Kesego:Whydidn'tyousayanythinginthere?

Mox:Saywhat?Youwantedmetotellyour

husbandthatyouhaveadaughterandyou

abandonedher?(Shookhishead)No,adibetsa

gagodigoje.

Kesego:Sheisgrownup,whatgradeisshein?



Moxclickedhistongueandleft.

AtRraTumi'sHouse

ThewholefamilysatinRraTumi'ssittingroomand

noonesaidanythingforafewminutesuntil

RraTumiclearedhisthroat.Hetookadeepbreth

andwipedhistear.

RraTumi:Noparentwantstoseetheirchildsuffer

andthepastthreemonthshavebeenhellforme.

Watchingmydaughterconnectedtomachinesand

noimprovementonher.Ithaskilledmeinside.

Noonesaidanything.

RraTumi:(Crying)Thisdidn'tcomeasaneasy

decisionbutmychildhassufferedenoughthat's



whyIthinkit'sbestifwelethergo.Shewillbeat

peaceandshewon'tfeelanypain,shewillbewith

hermother.

Beth:(Crying)No!

SheturnedtoTumiandhehadhisheaddown,he

wasn'tsayinganything.ShelookedatMmolokiand

healsodidn'tsayanything.

Beth:Guys,no!Tumi!

Tumiraisedhisheadandwipedhistears.

Tumi:IagreewithDad!

**
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Beth:Guys,no!Tumi!

Tumiraisedhisheadandwipedhistears.

Tumi:IagreewithDad!

Beth:What?You.

Tumi:It'sbeenthreemonthsandthereisnochange.

Beth:Peoplewakeupfromcomasafteryears,

she..Tumi?

Tumi:..

Beth:Haveyouthoughtaboutherdaughter,youare



justgoingtotakehermotherawayfromherlike

that?

Shelookedatallthebrothers.

Beth:John?Peter?

SheturnedtoMmoloki.

Beth:Saysomething.

Noonesaidanything,sheturnedtoTumithenshe

stormedoutofthehouseandrangtothecar.

AttheHospital

Thegirlssatatthebackofthecarexcited.Moxgot

inthecarandkeptquietwithbothhishandsonthe



steeringwheel.

Yama:PapayouheardtheDoctorareTsalacan

hearus.

Hebreathedinhishandsandturnedtohislittle

girls.

Mox:Yeah!

Rati:Canyoupleasegiveusmoneysowecanbuy

heracardforwhenshewakesup.

Mox:Okay!

Hereversedoutandjoinedthemainroadwhile

listeningtothegirlstalking.Hisphonerang,an

unsavednumberandhepickedup.

Mox:Hello!



Kesego:Hi,itsKesego!

Mox:Mmmh!

Kesego:YoustayinGaboronejaana?

Mox:Whatdoyouwant?

Kesego:Doessheknowaboutme?

Mox:Whataboutyou?Totawhydidyoucallmotho

waModimojustgetstraighttothepointIdon'thave

timeforyou.

Kesego:Sheisbeautiful,youaredoingagreatjob.

Um..WhenImeetmyhusbandIdidn'ttellhim

aboutRatiandIwouldratherhaveitstaysthatway.

Moxlaughedindisbelief.

Mox:Wow!AndIthoughtgoremaybeyoucalled

becauseyouwanttomeether.Bonawehavebeen

doingjustgreatwithoutyouforthepastnineyearsI

amsurewecanstillmanage.



Hehunguponherandclickedhistongue."WhenI

growupIamgoingtopiercemytongue"Yamasaid

whisperingtohersister.

Mox:Nooneisgoingtopiercetheirtongue.

Thegirlsgiggled.

AtTumi'sHouse

Tumi:Trytounderstand,she.

Beth:Youhavenorighttokillher.She..Itsbeen

onlythreemonthsIknowawomanwhowasina

comaforyearsandsheisfinegompieno.

Tumi:BabeyouthinkIwanttokillmysister?

Beth:YesIdo,ifyoudidn'tyouwouldhaveopposed

yourfather.Atleastgiveherthreemoremonths

then.



Sheheldhishandsandlookedupinhiseyes.

Beth:Ifyoudothisyouaregoingtospendtherest

ofyourliferegrettingitaskingyourselfgorewhatif..

Yamaisgoingtogrowupresentingyou.

Tumi:..

Beth:Babe,you..

"Daddy"theiroldestdaughterknockedonthedoor.

"MalomeAbelishere"

Tumi:OkayIamcoming!

Heclearedhisthroatandopenedthedoor.Abel

wasoutsideadmiringtheanimalstatuetheyhadin

frontofthehouse.



Tumi:Sure!

Abel:Sure!

Tumi:Youcandissappearakere?WhendidIlast

seeyou?

Abel:Work!Eishwehavebeenbusy.

Tumi:Akere!

Abel:HowisTsala?

Tumi:IwillbelyingifIsaysheisgettingbetter

becausesheisnot.Whenareyougoingtoseeher

maybeifshehearsyourvoiceshe..

Abel:Eish..That'swhyIamhere!

Tumi:Yeah?

Theysatdown.Abeltookoutanenvelopefromhis

coatandputitonthetable.

Abel:Idon'twantyoutohearfromotherpeople.

Tumi:What?



Heopenedtheenvelopeandinsidewasawedding

invitation.

Abel:MpogiandI..

Tumiflippedthetablebetweenthemandgrabbed

Abelbythecoat.

Tumi:Youthinkyoucanruinmylittlesister's

relationshipthengoonto...

Abel:HeeMorenaIdidn'tkidnapherorra**her,she

knewshehadaboyfriendwhowasItoremindher.

Tumipushedhimbackthenhepunchedhimonthe

face.Abelstaggedbackandtouchedhischeek.

Abel:I..



Tumi:NxnxnxRhino!

Hecalledtheirbulldoganditcamefromitshouse

withsalivadrippingfromitsbigfatlips.

Tumi:Eathim!

**
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Tumi:NxnxnxRhino!



Hecalledtheirbulldoganditcamefromitshouse

withsalivadrippingfromitsbigfatlips.

Tumi:Eathim!

BethcamefromthehousejustasRhinowasabout

tojumponAbel."Rhinostop"sheshoutedatthe

doganditsatdown.ShelookedatTumithenatthe

table.

Abelclosedthegateandgotinhiscar.

Beth:What'sgoingon?

Tumigavehertheenvelopeandshelookedinside.

Bethshookherheadandfoldedherarms.



Tumi:Sheisfightingforherlifeand..

Beth:TsalagotinanaccidentareOyaJwanengto

fixherrelationship,tswamogoAbel,washe

supposedtowaitforsomeonewhowantstofixher

relationship?

Tumi:Iamnotsayingheshouldhavewaited,heis

beinginsensitiverightnow.

Beth:Iloveyou,GodknowsIloveyoumorethanlife

itselfandIlovehowyouareoverprotectiveofyour

sisterbutihatethatshecanneverdowronginyour

eyes,sheisavictimineverysituationthatdoesn't

favourher.Stop..thisiswhyTsalaisselfcentered

becauseyounevershowherherfaults,juststop.

Foroncehelalet'sagreegoreshebroughtthis

situationaponher.Moxcameheretosurpriseher

enekanteOilevacationleAbel,nextthingsheruns

afterMox,that'showshegotintheaccident.Ifshe

hadbeenfaithfulnoneofthiswouldhavehappened.

ShewentbackinsidethehouseandTumiputthe

tablenicely.Hesatdownonthechairandtorethe



invitationcard.

ThesameEvening

TheNurseknockedsoftlyonDrManase'soffice

andheraisedhishandtoletherinwhilehewason

thephone.Nursesatdownwaitingforhimtofinish

talkingtothephone.

Doctor:Nurse,howcanIhelpyou?

Nurse:Wehaveasituation.

ShehandedoversomebloodresultstotheDoctor,

heraisedhisheadlookingattheNursethenbackat

theresults.Neitherofthemsaidanythingforafew

minutes.

Doctor:Howfaralongisshe?



Nurse:Idon'tknowwearegoingtohavetodoan

ultrasoundandifsheislessthantwelveweeks

pregnantwehaveaproblem.Thatwouldmeanshe

gotpregnantwhileinacomaandwearegoingto

havetocallthepolice.

Doctor:Dotheultrasoundnow.

TheFollowingMorning

TumilaidinbedlookingatBethasshegotreadyfor

work.

Tumi:Youthinkit'seasytoblamesomeoneorsayI

toldyousoinasituationlikeTsala's?

Bethturnedtohimandtouchedherstomach.

Beth:AmIshowingalready?



Tumi:No!

Beth:Thisskirtwon'tfit.

Sheremovedtheskirtandoptedforadress.

Tumi:Babe?

Beth:YouneverfindfaultwithTsalathatiswhat

annoysme.Sheisavictimineverysituation,not

justyou,youandyourbrothers.

Tumi'sphonerang."It'sthehospital"hesaidand

pickedupthenputonloudspeaker.

Tumi:Hello!

Doctor:HellothisisDrManase.

Tumi:Yes!

Doctor:IfyouareinGaboronewewouldlikeyouto

comeovertothehospitaltodayifpossible.



Tumi:IamnotinGaborone,what'sgoingon?

Doctor:Therehasbeenanewdevelopment,your

sisterispregnant.

Tumi:What?

Doctor:Yesitlookslikeshewaspregnantbefore

sheshegotinacoma.Wearegoingtohavetoask

youtocomehereasthenextofkintodiscussafew

things.

Beth:Willthepregnancycompromiseherrecovery?

Doctor:Aslongasthemotherremainshealthythe

babycouldbefine.Butpeopleincomashaveall

kindsofproblemswithkidneyinfections,bladder

infections,bloodclots,poornutrition,bowel

impactions,problemswithbloodcirculation,

breathingproblems,pneumoniaevenheartfailure,

sothereisaproblemkeepingthatpersoningood

shape,evenalive.Whenthepregnancyiscloseto

completion,aC-sectionwouldbepreformed.

Beth:Whilesheisstillinacoma?

Doctor:Yesbecausethereisnohowshecanhavea



naturalbirthwhileinacoma.

Beth:Andthebaby,willitbenormal?

Doctor:Thepregnancywillbemonitoredby

physicalexamandultrasoundandifanydiformities

aresuspectedonthefoetusthenextofkinwillhave

tomakeadecisiononwhotosavebetweenthe

motherandchild.

Beth:Let'ssaytherearenocomplicationsuntilbirth,

willthebabybeokay?Behealthyandnormal?

Doctor:LikeImentionedpeopleincomashaveall

kindsofproblemsandoneofthemmightaffectthe

child'sdevelopmentorhealth.Wehaveneverhada

situationlikethisbeforesoIcannotguaranteeyou

anything.

Tumi:ThanksDocIwillbethereonWednesday.

Beth:Andthenene,anydevelopments?

Doc:Herdaughtersaidshesawhermoveher

fingersbutwehaven'tseenanythingofthatsort.It

canbebecauseshedesperatelywantshermother

towakeupormaybeshedidmoveherfinger.



Beth:Oh,thankyouDoc!

TumihungupandlookedatBeth.

Tumi:Kedirejang?

IntheEvening

Moxsatonthechairtypingonhisphonewhilethe

girlsappliedpinknailpolishonTsala'stoesand

fingers.

Rati:Youarenevergoingtosleepagainakere?

MoxraisedhisheadandlookedatRati.

Mox:Whoareyoutalkingto?



Rati:Mummy!Shehasopenedhereyes!

MoxquicklystoodupandRatiwasnotlying."Nurse,

Nurse"heranoutsideandcamebackfollowedby

theNurse.

Mox:Sheopenedhereyes!

TheNurselookedatherandshestillhadthem

opened."GuysgowaitoutsidewhileIcheck

mummyokay!"Moxtookthegirlsoutsideand

watchedasmoreDoctorswentintotheroom.

Yama:CanwetakeherwithushomepleasePapa.

Moxsmiledknoddinghishead.Theywaitedfor

abouthalfanhourthentheDoctorscameout.



Mox:Howisshe?

Doctor:Canyoufollowmetomyofficeplease.

Mox:Why?Docyouarescaringme.(Tothegirls)

GirlsIamcomingdon'tgoanywhere.

HefollowedtheDoctortotheOffice.

Mox:Isshegoingtobeokay?

Doc:Iamreallysorryforyourloss.

Moxblinkedseveraltimesandtearsblurredhis

eyes,hefeltasharppaininhischest.

Mox:Docwhatareyousaying?

Doc:Shedidn'tmakeit.

**
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Doc:Iamreallysorryforyourloss.

Moxblinkedseveraltimesandtearsblurredhis

eyes,hefeltasharppaininhischest.

Mox:Docwhatareyousaying?

Doc:Shedidn'tmakeit.

Mox:No!

Doc:IamreallysorrySir.



Moxfelldownonthechairandcoveredhisface

crying.

Mox:No,nopleasetellmeyouarejoking.

HesaidlookingattheDoctorandstoodupcrying.

Mox:Pleasetellmeyouarejoking,please!Please

tellmeyouarejoking.

HegrabbedtheDoctor'scoatandshookhim."You

arelying,youarelying"heshoutedintheDoctor's

faceandhelookedaway.

Mox:Youarelying!

HesaidsoftlyandletgooftheDoctor'scoat.



Mox:Youarelying!

Doctor:IamreallysorrySir!

TheDoctorlefthiminhisOfficeandwentoutside.

Moxcriedoutloudandranoutside.Hewatchedas

Tsala'sbodywaswheeledintotheelevator.Tumi,

Bethandtherestofthefamilyfolloweddressedin

blackandtheyalldisappearedintheelevator.He

randownthestairsandjustashewasaboutto

takethelaststephefelldown...))

Whenhewokeuphewasonthefloor,inhishotel

room,hehadjustfellfromthebed.Hequickly

stoodupandgrabbedhisphone,helookedatthe

timeanditwasquartertothreeinthemorning.He

wassweatingandbreathingoutloudandalsohis

heartwasbeatingfast.Itwasalladream.Hehada

baddreamandnothingwasreal.



HedialedTumiandsatonthebedwhilethephone

rang.

Tumi:Heemona,doyouknowwhattimeitis?

Mox:WhereisTsala?

Tumi:Whatdoyoumean?

Mox:Sheisstillinthehospital?

Tumi:HeemonakiiOthapetswekanawapoka?

Tsalaisatthehospital.

Mox:Ehe!

Hehunguprelieved,hesighedandtouchedhis

chestthenhestoodupandwenttotheotherroom

wherethegirlsweresleepingonthetwinbeds.

Itwasallabaddream.

LaterthatMorning



Sameadmiredherselfinthemirror,shefixedher

uniformthenshewenttothekitchentofixher

snackwhenherphonerang.

Same:Heybabe!

Noonesaidanything.

Same:Babe!

Shecouldhearpeopletalkinginthedistanceand

onewasRomeothenthevoicescamealittleclear.

Romeo:Ican'tbreakupwithheroverthephone

that'swhyIamsayingletmegotoMaunthis

weekend.

Linda:Youhavebeensayingyouwillbreakupwith



herforthepastsixmonths.Eitheryoubreakup

withherorIamtakingmydaughterandweare

leaving.

Romeo:Babe!Linda!

Linda:Yousaidyouloveme!

Romeo:YouknowIdo!

Linda:Thenbreakupwithher.Iwillgiveyouachild

thatshehasfailedtogiveyou.

Romeodidn'tsayanything.Sameswallowedhard

andhunguponthecall,shewasshakingand

sweating.shepickedupherphonetocallRomeo

anddecidednotto.Shewasgoingtofacehimface

toface.

ThesameMorning

Moxleftthegirlsinthevisitingroomandwentto

Tsala'sroom.Itwasempty.Helookedaroundthen



hewentoutsidetothefrontdest.

Mox:Hi,thepatientinroomnine,sheisnotinthere.

Theladytypedonthecomputerthenshesmiledat

Mox.

Lady:Youhaven'tseenherDoctoryet?

Mox:Nowhat'sgoingon?

Lady:Hewilltellyouthegoodnews.

ShesaidpointingatDoctorMenaseandRomeo

rushedtohim.

Mox:Doc!

Doctor:(Smiling)Shewokeuplastnight.



Moxcoveredhisfaceexcited.

Doc:Theyarerunningafewtestsonher,Isuggest

youcomebacklaterit'sgoingtotakeawhile.

Mox:Canshespeak,hermemory?

Doc:Thatiswhatthespecialistsarecheckingright

nowbutIcanguaranteeyousheandthebabywill

befine.

Mox:Baby!

Doc:CongratulationsDaddy!

HeleftandMoxstoodtherestandingstill.

AtTumi'sHouse

ExcitedTumipackedhisbagwhileBethwatched

laughing.



Beth:Justyesterdayyouwerereadytokillher.

Tumi:Don'tsaythat.

Beth:Iamgoingtotellher.

Tumi'sphonerang,hepickedupandputon

loudspeaker.

John:Ahhmonagatwetheafternoonflightisfull.

Tumi:YeahwhenIbookednebaretheyonlyhad

oneseatleft.

John:OkayfineIwillbooktheeveningflightthen

Beth:Iamgoingtotellheryouwantedtokillher.

John:Itwasherfathernotus.

Beth:Hahaha!

Tumihungupandlookedaround.



Tumi:Whereismywallet.

Beth:Here!

Tumi:(Openedthewallet)Oh,everythingisinhere

let'sgo.

TheyhurriedoutsidetothecarandBethdrovehim

totheairport.Tumihurriedinsideandquedbehind

Same.

AttheHospitallaterthatafternoon

ThegirlswalkedinTsala'sroomwithbigflowers

andafruitbasket."Mummyyouareawake"Rati

droppedtheflowersandtriedtojumponthebed

butMoxcaughther.

Mox:YouheardwhattheDoctorsaidakere,be

carefulsheisnotfullyrecovered.

Rati:Oh!



Shepickeduptheflowersandputonthebed.Yama

lookedathermotherandwipedhertears.

Mox:Don'tcry!

Moxhuggedher.

Mox:Sheisgoingtobeokay!

Yamaknodherheadandwipedhertears.Theyall

walkedtothebedandMoxheldherhand,hesmiled

butshedidnotsmileback.

Mox:Hey!

Tsala:..

Mox:Wesaidforeverbutyouwantedtoleaveus

beforeourforeverevenstarted.



Hesaidlaughingbutshedidn'tsayanythingor

showanyfacialexpression.

Yama:Wemadeacardforyou!

Tsala:Thanks!

Shesaidwithasoftvoice.

Mox:GuyscanIspeakwithMummyjustfora

second.

Rati:Butwe..

Yamagrabbedherlittlesister'shandandtheywent

outside.MoxlookedatTsalaandsmiled.

Mox:Youscaredme!

Tsala:WhereisAbel?



Mox:What?

Tsala:IwantAbelpleaseleave.

MoxswallowedhardandclenchedhisJaws.

Mox:Themanhasnotevenonce,oncecametosee

youandheisthefirstpersonyouwanttoseewhen

youwakeupfromacoma.

Tsala:(Tearsrolleddownhercheeks)Yes!

Mox:F***youTsala!(Snapped)Fu**youwautwa.

Whenyousleep,whenyoubath,whenyoueat,

whenyouwakeup,whenyougotothetoiletknow

gorekarefu**you.Youalmostdiedandyouare

stillawh***?

Heclickedhistonguewalkingout.

**



**
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Heclickedhistonguewalkingout.Thegirlsstood

up.

Yama:Papacan..

Mox:Let'sgo,shehastorest.

Yama:(Dissapointed)Now?

Mox:Yesnow.

Rati:Canweatleastgosaygoodbye.

Mox:Twominutesifyoutakelongeryouwillfind



megone.

Thegirlswentinside."Mummy,whyareyou

crying?"RatisaidwipingTsala'stearsandshe

smiled,shesniffedandsmiledatRati.

Yama:Wemissedyou!

Tsala:Imissedyouguystoo.

Yama:Whenareyougoingtocomehome?Weare

stayingwithdaddynow.

Tsala:Soon,IpromisewhenIgetoutwearegoing

todoallthethingswealwayssaidwearegoingto

do.

Rati:Okay!

Yama:Idon'twanttogobutPapaiswaitingforus.

Tsala:Okay,Iwillseeyouguystomorrow.

Rati:Loveyou!

Tsala:Iloveyoutoo!



Ratikissedherontheforeheadthenthegirlsleft.

Tsalalookedupattheceilingcrying,tearsrolledthe

sideofhereyesandshesniffed.

"Youmightbeonawheelchairfortherestofyour

life"theDoctor'swordsrepeatedinherhead."Iam

sorryMox,Ijustdon'twanttobeaburdentoyou"

shesaidcrying.

Thesameafternoonalittlelater

Moxlookedathisphoneringingwonderingwhether

topickupornot.Hepickedupandclearedhis

throat.

Mox:Hello!

Tumi:Hey,haveyougonetoseeher?

Mox:Yes,withalltherespectIwouldpreferyou



neveraskmeanythingaboutTsalaorupdateme

abouther.

Tumi:Uhu,whathappenednow?

Mox:Ihopethiswon'taffectourbusiness

relationship.

Tumi:Shehasn'tbeenoutofacomaforadayand

youarealreadynottalkingtoeachother?

Moxhunguponhim.

AtRomeo'sHouse

Samepaidthecabandstoodinfrontofthegate,

shetookadeepbreathandrangthedoorbell.No

oneanswered,shekeptringingituntilthehouse

helpercameout.

Her:Hello!



Same:Itsmeopen!

Theladypanicked.

Same:Kareopenthegate.

Her:MamIdon'tknowifthat'sagoodidea.

Same:OpenthegateIdidn'taskyouifitwasa

goodideaornot.

Thewomanwentbacktothehouseadopenedthe

gateforSame.Samewalkedpasthergoingtothe

houseandthefirstthingshesawcominginwasa

pinkbabytableandabicycle.

Same:Dotheystayhere?

Her:Who?

Same:Getbacktowork.



Shesatdownwithherlegscrossedwaitingfor

whoeverwasgoingtocomefirst.

AttheHospital

Tumismiledandkissedhisbabysister'sforehead.

Tumi:Neverdothattous!

Tsalaletoutafadesmile.

Tumi:Howareyou?

Tsala:Whatdoyouthink,mywholebodyiscovered

inscars.

Tumi:Youarealive!

Tsalastartedcrying.



Tsala:Ishouldhavedied!

Tumi:..

Tsala:Idon'twanttolivelikethis,I..Youshould

haveletmedie.

Tumi:Tsala!

Tsala:No!

Shecriedoutloud.Tumilookedatherburnthand,it

lookedlikethatofaveryveryoldsickperson,her

facewasfinebutalittlebitofherneckhadscars.

Tsala:Idon'twanttolivelikethis.

Tumi:Don'tsaythat,thereisareasonwhyGod

gaveyouasecondchance,he..

Tsala:IdontwantasecondchanceIshouldhave

died.



Tumididn'tknowwhattosay.

Tsala:ItwouldhavebeenbestifIdied.

Tumi:..

Tsala:Idon'twanttolivewithpeoplestaringatme

everyday.Ialsodon'twantanysympathyfrom

anyone.

Tumi:Youhavetoliveforyourchildthenifyou

can'tdoitforyourself.

Tsala:(Snapped)Idon'twantthischild.

TheDoctorcamein.

Doctor:Howarewedoingthisevening?

Tsalaturnedherheadandlookedaway.TheDoctor

lookedatTumithentheywalkedoutside.



Tumi:SheneedstoseeaTherapistIamscaredshe

mightharmherself.

TheDoctorknodhishead.Therewasaloudnoise

fromtheroomandtheybothraninside,Tsalawas

onthefloorcrying,shehadtriedtomoveherbody

butshewasalreadyattheedgeofthebedandshe

fell.

Tumirantohersideandtriedtohelpher"Leaveme,

leavemealone"shescreamedathimandTumi

steppedback.

AtRomeo'sHouse

Samesatproperlyonthechairassheheardthecar

parkoutsidethenalittlegirlcamerunningin,she

pausedrunningandlookedatSame.



Kao:WhoareyouinDaddy'shouse!

Same:Masepaadaddy'shouse.

Kao:(Scared)Mummy!

"Iamtellingyoubabeshe"Lindastoppedspeaking

assoonasshesawSame.Romeopanickedand

droppedhislaptopbag.Sameswallowedhard,she

knewLindafromsomewhereandsheknewshe

knewhertoo.Lindabitherlowerliphopingshe

doesn'trecogniseher.

Same:Surprise!

RomeolookedatLinda.Lindafoldedherarmsand

lookedathim.

Same:Sothisiswhyyouneverallowedmetocome

here?

Romeo:Babe!



Linda:GatweBabe?

Same:Shutup!

Linda:Moghelyoudon'tknowme.

Same:AndIdon'thavetoknowyou,youare

sleepingwithmyfiancéenotmebi****.

Linda:Youaregoingtolethimtalktomelikethis?

Romeo:PleasetakeKaooutsideI..

Linda:Wearenotgoinganywhere,yousaidyou

weregoingtobreakupwithher,doitnow.

Same:YeahRomeodoitnow.

Romeo:Babe!

Linda:YouarestillcallingherBabe?Breakupwith

her.

Romeo:..

Same:BreakupwithmeRomeoIamhere,doit.

Romeotookthreestepstowardsherandputhis

handstogether.



Romeo:BabeIamsorryI..youdon'tdeservethis.

Same:YesRomeoIdon'tdeservethis.

Romeo:Iamsorry,Idon'tloveher,itsherdaughter.

Linda:What?Youareinlovewithmydaughter?

Romeo:Itjustfeltgreatbeingadad,beingcalled

Daddy.

Same:..

Romeo:Iamsorrybabe!

SameswallowedhardandlookedatKaothenat

Linda.

Same:Tellthemtogettheirstuffandleave.

Linda:Romeo!

Romeo:Pleaseleave!

Linda:Romeo!



Same:RomeoRomeo,getoutbeforeImakeyou.

Linda:(Crying)Yousaidyouweregoingtobreakup

withher,yousaidyoudon'tloveher.

Romeo:Pleaseleave.

Linda:RomeoOtsaannajaana?Otsaannajaana?

SamewenttothebedroomandgrabbedallLinda's

clothesandthrewthemather.Kaostartedcrying.

Linda:Romeo!

Romeo:Pleaseleave!

Linda:YouaregoingtoleavemeforaPros****,ask

herwheresheandIknoweachotherfrom(Looked

atSame)oryouwantmetotellhim?

**

**
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6MONTHSLATER

SaturdayMorning

Tumiwokeuptohisphoneringing,withhiseyes

stillclosedhereachedforitonthesidetableand

pickedup.



Tumi:(Roughvoice)Thisbetterbeimportant.

Caller:HellothisisStellafromRecoRehabilitation

Center.

Tumiopenedhiseyesandquicklygotup.

Tumi:Iseverythingokay,ismysisterokay?

Caller:YesSirsheandthebabyarebothfine.

Tumi:Baby?

Caller:Yes,shegavebirthintheearlyhoursofthis

morning,ahealthybabyboy.

Tumi:Wow,ohwethankGod!

Caller:Unfortunatelythebabycannotstaywithhis

motherbecauseshehasPNDand..

Tumi:Iunderstand,Iwillbetherethisafternoon.

Caller:ThankyouSir.



Tumigotoutofbedandwenttothekitchenwhere

Bethwashavingherbreakfast.Hehuggedherfrom

behindandkissedherneck"Getaroom"theireldest

daughtersaid.

Tumi:ThisismyhouseandIamgoingtokissmy

wifewheneverIwantto.

Loly:Eww!

HemadeBethturnaroundandkissedher.

Beth:What?Youhaven'tevenbrushedyourteeth!

Loly:Daddydidyouwinanothertender?

Tumi:Ihaveanephew.Tsalagavebirththis

morning.

Loly:(Excited)Yeees!

Beth:Aboy?Wow!

Tumi:Yeah,theyjustcalledbarereyegomotsaa!



Beth:We?Anewborn?BabeImightgivebirthtoday

too.Heisnotcomingtostayhereishe?

Tumi:WellIwasthinking..

Beth:CallMmaMox!

Tumi:Whatif(whispered)WhatifheisnotMox's

child?

Beth:ThencallAbelandtellhimtogogethisson.

Tumi:Wewillgetananny.

Beth:No!

Tumi:Uhu!

Beth:Isaidno!

Shestoodupandwenttothebedroomcradlingher

bigstomach.

Tumi:Whatdoyoumeanno,wecan'tleavehim

there,he..

Beth:CallAbeltogotakehischildorcallMox,heis



notcominghere.

Tumi:Ican'tbelieveyourightnow.

Beth:Wellbelieveit!RaaTsalaanneserioushela

aboutwhothefatherofherchildis.

Shesaidremovinghergownandwenttothe

bathroom.

AtMox'sHouse

RatiandYamafinishedwashingthedisheswhile

GloriahungthelaundryonthelaundrylineandMox

wassleepinginthebedroomtiredfromthenight

shift.Gloriawentbackinsidethroughthekitchen

doorandlookedaroundthekitchenanditwas

spotless.

Gloria:Okaynowyoucangogetreadyforyour

friend'sparty.



Yama:Yeees!

Theyhuggedherandwenttotheirroom.Gloria

lockedthekitchendoorandwenttositdown,she

wentthroughthechannelswhentherewasaknock

atthedoor.SheloweredtheTVvolumeandwentto

openthedoor.

Shepanickedandsteppedback.

Gloria:Papa!

BehindhiswasLonaandherMother.

Father:Gogetyourbagsandfollowme.

Gloria:Papa!

Father:Youaretooyoungtobeahousegirlfriend

andstepmother.Comeongogetyourthings.



Moxcamefromthebedroominonlyhissweat

pants."Keenemosimanyanayogoruilengyoo?"

(sothisboyistheonewhomakesyounotstayat

home)RraGloriasaidfuriouslygettinginsidethe

house."Papa"Gloriascreamedgettingbetween

them.

Gloria:FineIwillgogetmystuff.

Mox:Dumelang!

Father:Don'tgreetmeboyyoudon'tknowme.Stay

thehellawayfrommydaughterdoyouhearme?

Thisismyfirstandfinalwarning.

Gloriacamefromthebedroomchangedinadress

holdingherbag.ShelookedatMoxthensheleft

andherfatherfollowedherslammingthedoor

behindhim.

Father:ThisisthelasttimeI..



Mother:AoPapashehasheardyouhleee!

Theyallgotinthecar,GloriagaveLolathesideeye

withanattitudethensherolledupthewindow."You

thinkyouhaveafuturewiththatboy?Heisonly

usingyoubecauseyoutakecareofhiskidsand

cookforhim.Oncehiskidsaregrownheisgoingto

findsomeonehistype"RraGloriasaid.Glorialooked

outsideasherfatherspoke.Herphonereportedan

sms."IhopeIdidn'tgetyouintroublewithyour

parents"fromMox."Theyarewastingtheirtimeand

breaththeywillneverbreakusup"shereplied.

Moxreadthereplyandputhisphonedown.The

girlscamefromtheirroomdressedinmatching

jeansandtops.

Mox:Andthenlonawhereareyougoinglookingso

pretty?

Yama:ToCalvin'spartyremember?



Mox:Oh,Calvinisaboy?

Yama:Yes!

RaricamewithMox'swalletandgavehim.

Mox:What?

Rati:Madiadipresents.

Mox:WhenIwasgrowingupweusedtogoeatand

neverbroughtpresents.

Yama:Yeah,thatwasfiftyyearsago.Wecan'trock

upemptyhanded.

Moxshookhisheadandgavethemeachhundred

pulanotes.

Mox:Idon'tworkforCalvinnna.That'senoughfor

toys.

Rati:Bye!



Mox:Behomebysix.

Theyranoutside,onceoutsideYamatookoutred

lipstickandappliedonherlipsthenshegaveRati

andsheappliedonherlipstoo.

Thesamemorning

SameandRomeobothlookedattheUltrasound

scanandsmiledateachotherlisteningtothe

baby'sheartbeat.

Doctor:OpsIalmostshowedyouthegender.

Same:Hahahanopleasewewantittobeasurprise.

Romeo:Docdon'tbescaredtowhispertome.

TheyalllaughedthentheDoctorremovedhis

glovesandwroteonthecard.



Doctor:Everythingisfine,bothmotherandbabyare

healthy,keepupthegoodwork.

Same:ThanksDoc!

Shewipedherstomachandpulledhermaternity

dressdown.

Doc:Iwillseeyouonyournextappointment.

Romeo:ThanksDoc.

Theysaidtheirgoodbyesandheldhandsgoing

outside.Romeostoppedwalkingandturnedto

Same.

Romeo:Thankyou!

Samesmiled.



Romeo:Iknowthebabyisnothereyetbutthanks

forthis,theexperienceisamazing,hearingour

baby'sheartbeat,feelinghiskicks.

Same:His?

Romeo:Iknowit'saboy,averyhandsomeboylike

hisfather.

Same:Haha,handsomeboyarehewantsice

creamwithlotsofcreamandfreshdoughnuts.

Romeoopenedthecardoorforherandshegot

inside.

Laterthatafternoon

TumifollowedtheNursetothebabynurserywhere

thebabywas.SheopenedthedoorandTumi'seyes

fellonthelittlebabydressedinwhiteromper.



Tumi:Ohsh**!

AtMox'sHouse

InhisoverallsgettingreadyforworkMoxopened

thefridgeandtookoutabottleofwaterwhen

Someoneknockedatthedoorandhewenttoopen.

Lola:Hi!

Mox:Hi!

Lola:Kantewhatareyoudoingwithkidsreleteng?

Sheistwentyoneherparentsstillcontrolher.Intse

elerraOntiremosadi(Takemeandmakemeyour

woman)

Mox:Sothat'swhyyoubroughtGloria'sparents

heresothatwebreakupandItakeyou?

Lola:LennaIwanttostartwearingexpensive

shoesandwigs.What'sspecialabouther,Icantake

careofyouandyourkidsmorethanhergapeifke



kgangyase*phonakephona.

**

**
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Lola:LennaIwanttostartwearingexpensive

shoesandwigs.What'sspecialabouther,Icantake

careofyouandyourkidsmorethanhergapeifke

kgangyase*phonakephona.

Moxclosedthedoorinherfaceandlockedit"Wa

itshola"shesaidfromoutside.Shewaitedforafew



minutesthinkingMoxwouldopenbuthedidn't.She

lookedaroundembarrassedthensheleft.Afew

minuteslatertherewasaknockonthedoor.

Rati:Papa!

Moxwenttoopenthedoor."It'sdarkoutside"Mox

complained.

Rati:Yousaidsix.

Mox:Soif..

Yama:Yousaidsix,notifitgetsdark.

Mox:..

Yama:YousaidsixDaddyyoucan'tscoldus,you

shouldhaveknowngoresixit'sgoingtobealittle

dark.

Mox:Thisisthelasttimeyouaregoinganywhere.



Hewenttogethisbackpackfromtheroom.

Mox:Lockalldoorsandsetthealarmon,if..

Both:Ifsomeoneknocksweignorethem.

Mox:Good,comelockup.

Yamafollowedhim,shelockedthedoorandsetthe

alarmthentheywenttotheirroom.

Rati:Heymmawehadfunakere!

Yama:Calvinknowshowtodanceakere!

Theygiggled.

AtRraTumi'sHouse

MariamtookthebabyfromTumiandsmiled



lookingathim.Helookedcutewhilesleeping.

Mariam:Didtheysaywhentheywillbedischarging

hismother?

Tumi:Nonotyet.Ihopeyoudon'tmindIhad

nowheretotakehim,I..

Mariam:Nonsense,nowherejangwhenIam

alwayshomedoingnothing.

Tumi:Thankyousomuch!Iwillgetsomeoneto

helpyouIjust..

Mariam:IraisedthreechildrenIamsureIcan

handleonemore.

Tumismiled.

Tumi:Idon'tknowwhattobuyso..

Mariam:Whydidn'tyouaskBeth.Nnamylastchild

whenIhadherIbreastfeedheruntilshewas

walkingandtalking.Idontknowwhattofeeda



newborn.

Tumi:Ihavebeencallingherandhernumberis

busy,letmetryagain.

HewalkedoutsidedialingBethbuthernumberwas

stillengaged.

AtTumi'sHouse

"KanaIamthebadguynemma?"Bethasked

Mmoloki'sFiancéonthephone.

Mahlo:Youarenotthebadguy.Tsalashouldtell

whoherbabydaddyisanneserious.Sheisnota

childanymore,sheisawomanwhowaseven

marriedatsomepoint.

Beth:NowTumihastoactasthefatherbecause

sheisnotinthemoodtotellwhoheis?My

husbanddoesalotforTsalamma,alotkegore



gompienoTsala'sdaughtergoestoaprivateschool

thatispaidforbyTumiandIdon'tsayanything

becausetotait'snotlikeit'saffectingourfinances

anyhow.HesendsmoneytoMoxeverymonth,

mindyouMoxisthefatherkana,MoxandTumi

haveasuccessfulbusinesstogetherbutmonthend

hestillsendsmoneyforYamasa,Moxeneallhe

doesOnnalebanaandTumipaysforeverything.I

stilldon'tsayanything,gompienohewantstobring

anewbornhome,aonedayold.AmIthebadguy

here?

Mahlo:Youarenotthebadguy.Lewenayouhave

allowedthistogoonforalongtimewaitse.

Beth:KerengbecauseIdidn'twanttobethat

womanwhobreaksupsiblings.

Mahlo:Nnyaamma,theyhavetoletTsalagrowup

atsomepointshecan'tbethebabysisterforever.

Beth:Yooowemarriedintothewrongfamilywaitse,

foryoursakeneversayanythingbadaboutTsalaor

elseyouaregoingtobecalledthebadguy.Tumi

willtellyouhowhepromisedhismotherhewilltake



careofherherwholelife.Aggkeaimelwagore

mma.SometimesIjustwanttotakemykidsand

leavekemotogelleTsala.

Mahlo:Don'tdothat!

Beth:Youdon'tknowwhatIamtalkingabout

mathata.Tumiisagoodman,agoodhusband,an

amazingfatherbuthesucksatbeingabigbrother,I

feellikeIamfightingaloosingbattle.

Therewassilencebetweenthetwoladies.

Mahlo:Sowherearetheynow?

Beth:IthinkhetookthebabytohisstepmotherI

don'tknow.

Mahlo:Oh!

Beth:Mmmhshapommaletmefinishcooking.

Mahlo:Okay!



Bethhungupandcontinuedcooking.

AtAbel'sHouse

MpogiopenedthedoorforTumiandsmiledathim.

Mpogi:Hey!

SheleanedinforahugandTumihuggedher.

Mpogi:Obonawena!

Tumi:IknowIknow.

Mpogi:MmmhIamgladyouknow.Whatbringsyou

byI..

Tumi:Iamlookingforyourhusband.

Mpogi:Comeonin,heisbathing.Youwant

somethingtodrink?



Tumi:Nothanks!

Hesatdown.

Mpogi:Iamabouttostartazoommeetingplease

makeyourselfcomfortableIwilltellhimyouare

here.

Tumi:Sure!

AboutsevenminuteslaterAbelcamefromhis

roomputtingonatshirt."Youcameforroundtwo?"

heasked!

Tumi:Itdepends.

Abelsatdownandthetwomenlookedateach

other.Tumitookouthisphoneandpusheditto

Abel.



Tumi:That'syourSon

Abeltookthephoneandlookedatthephoto,justa

dayoldbuttheboywasacopyofhimandhewas

tall.Heclearedhisthroatandpushedbackthe

phone.

Abel:HaveyoueverwonderedwhyIdon'thavekids?

IamfourtysixinthreemonthsandIdon'thavekids

haveyoueveraskedyourselfwhy?BecauseIdon't

wantkids.

Tumi:WhatIknowisifyoudon'twantkidsyou

don'tgoaroundhavingunprotectedse*.

Abelstoodupandwenttothebedroom.Hecame

withachequebookandwrotedowninitthenhe

pushedthefiftythousandchequetoTumi.



Abel:Ithinkthatwillcoverthenextfouryears,Iwill

sendanotherchequeinfouryears.

Tumi:Thatisyourchild,he..

Abel:Ifyoursisterthoughtshewastrappingme

withachildtellhershefailed

Tumifoldedhisfistsfumingwithanger,he

swallowedhardandpickedupthechequethenhe

left.

Mpogicamefromthebedroom."Heisgonealready?

Whatdidhewant"sheaskedAbel.

Abel:Nothinghejustcametosayhi.

Thesameevening

Gloriafinishedcookingandasshewasdishingfor



everyoneherphonereportedansms.Shewipedher

handsandpickedthephone."Ididn'tknowhowto

tellyouthis,kanaMoxwampatlamma(Moxwants

me),areyouareachild,youarenaiveandhecan't

continuedatingsomeonewhoiscontrolledbyher

parents"messagefromLola.

Glorialaughedwhileshereplied"Arethoseyour

wordsorhisbecausehetoldmewhatyoudid,yone

phonaenengomoebapaletsayeoketsilegoe

gabolakaokapiketabonagoreotabapaletsa

bannababathoeng.(Thatpu***youwereoffering

tohimIamgoingtocarvitwithanokapiIwillsee

whatyouwillnowhavetoofferotherpeople'smen

now)

2MonthsLater..

**
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2MonthsLater..

"Surprise"everyonescreamedasSamewalkedinto

therestaurant.Shecoveredherfacesmilingthen

sheturnedtoRomeoandhuggedhim.

Same:Babeee!

Romeo:Itwouldn'thavebeenasurpriseifItoldyou.

Same:OhmyGod!



Shelookedaroundandthedecowasbeautifuland

theyusedneutralcolours,everyonewasdressedin

white.

Colleague:Welcometoyourbabyshowermummy!

Hubbyplannedeverythingmma,yougotyourselfa

keeper.

SameturnedtoRomeoagainandkissedhim.

Same:Iappreciatethisbabe,youarethebest!

Romeo:Youdeservethebest.

Hekissedherstomachandheldbothherhands.

Romeo:AftertakingphotoscanIpleasegooutwith

myfriends,IwillbedrinkingbutIwon'tgetdrunk.

Same:HahahowcanIsayno.



MeanwhileatMaunBusRank

YamaandRatigotoffthebus,Ratistretchedher

armsandbentherbackyawning.Yamalooked

aroundandspottedherUncle."Uncle"Sheranto

Johnandhehuggedher,Raticamewiththebag,

Johnhuggedhertooandputthebaginthecar.

Yama:Uncleyouhavetogetmeaphone.

John:Howoldareyouagain?

Yama:Iameleven,everyoneatschoolhasphones

andIhavethis.

ShetookoutanoldmodelphoneandshowedJohn.

Helaughedandlookedatit.

John:Theystillmakethisphones?



Rati:YamaDaddysaidyouwillonlygeta

smartphonewhenyougotoseniorschool.

John:Andheisright,Iamsorrybutyouaregoing

tohavetousethisoneforthetimebeing.Youguys

arehungry?Idon'tthinkyourmumhascooked.

Yama:Iamloosingweight.

Rati:Sheonlydrinkswaterandeatsfruits.

John:Youdon'thavetolooseweightyouare

beautifulandperfect.

Rati:Itellherthatallthetime.

John:Youareagoodsister,sowhatdoyoufeellike

eating?

AtTumi'sHouse

ThedooropenedandLolypickedupherlittlesister

"Mama"SheshookBethandshemumbleddeepin

hersleep.



Loly:Mama!

Bethwokeupandlookedatherdaughter.

Loly:Didn'tyouhearher?

Beth:Canyoupleasetakeheroutsideforfive

minutes

Lolypickedupthebabybottleandwentoutside.

Bethsleptonherstomachandjustasshewas

fallingasleepagainherphonerang."Ijaaa"she

lookedatwhoitwasthensheputthephoneon

silent.

AtTsala'sHouse

"Imissedyousomuch"RatisaidhuggingTsala.

ShehuggedherbackandlookedatYama.



Tsala:Youarenotgoingtohugme?

YamawalkedcloserandTsalahuggedher.

Tsala:Didn'tyoumissme?

Rati:MummynnaImissedyou.

Shetookoutsomepapersfromherbagandgave

Tsala.

Tsala:Whatyouskipedagrade!

Rati:Yes,YamaandIarebothingradesixbutnot

sameclass.

Tsala:Wowyou..Mylittlegenius.Yama?Gorileng

nemmawhyareyoudistant?

Yama:Iamfine!

Rati:Mummywhatareyougoingtobringmefrom



India?

Tsala:Anythingyouwant,takethebagsinside

whileItalktoyourbigsister.

Ratiwenttoputthebagintheirroom.

Tsala:Yama?

Yama:Youruinedourfamily.

Tsala:What?

Yama:Wewereafamilythenyoucheatedondad,

nowwewillneverbearealfamily.

Tsala:..

Yama:Youhadanotherbabywithanotherman.

Tsala:Whotoldyouthat?

Yama:IheardDadtellingUncleSetso.

Tsalaswallowedhardandlookedaway,shewiped

hertearsandlookedatherdaughter.



Tsala:I..Iwantustobeafamilyagain,I..

Yama:Dadsayswecan'tbeafamilyagainwhen

youhaveababywithanotherman.Pleasetakehim

tohisfathersowecanbeafamilyagain.

Tsala:(Crying)Yama!

Yama:PleaseTsala,takehimtohisdad,Iwilltell

Dadtoforgiveyouthenwecanbeafamilyagain,

(putherhandstogether)Please!

Tsalalookedupandwipedhertears.

AtMox'sHouse

GlorialaidonthesofawithherlegsonMox'slap

massagingherfeet.

Gloria:Babe!



Mox:Yeah!

Gloria:Thereissomethingthathasbeenbothering

me.Idon'tmeantobethebadpersonbut,youand

Tsalaarenottogetheranymore,whyareyou

allowingRatitogotherebecausesheisnother

daughter.Idon'tfeelcomfortablewithhergoing

there,Iknowwomen,shewantstouseRatitoget

backtogetherwithyou.Idon'twanthergoingthere

anymore.

**

**
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Gloria:Thereissomethingthathasbeenbothering

me.Idon'tmeantobethebadpersonbut,youand

Tsalaarenottogetheranymore,whyareyou

allowingRatitogotherebecausesheisnother

daughter.Idon'tfeelcomfortablewithhergoing

there,Iknowwomen,shewantstouseRatitoget

backtogetherwithyou.Idon'twanthergoingthere

anymore.

Mox:..

Gloria:Iaminthepicturenow.Iamtheirstep

motherthereisnoneedforRatitohavetwostep

mothers.

Mox:TsalaistheonlymotherAratwaknows,their

relationshipisbeyondme.Itwasthereevenbefore

TsalaandIgotbacktogether.Ican'tjustdecide

gorengwanaasekaatholaayaMaun.

Gloria:SoIamsupposedtobeokaywitheverything?

Mox:LikeIsaidit'sbeyondme!

HeputGloria'sfootdownandwenttothekitchen.



Shestoodupandfollowedhim.

Gloria:Kefilagore(Ifeellike..)

Mox:ItoldyouIamnotgettinginbetweenRatiand

Tsala'srelationshipandthisdiscussionisover.

Gloria:(Swallowedhardandlookedaway)

Moxwentoutside,Gloriafoldedherarmsandwent

tothebedroom.

AlittlelaterthatEvening

Beth'sphonerangagainanditwasMahlo,sheputit

onsilentandcontinuedbathingthebaby.Thedoor

openedandTumipeekedinside.

Tumi:MybeautifulWife!



Bethsmiledandwrappedthebabyinababytowel.

Tumicameinandtookthebabyfromher.

Tumi:Iwilldoit.Laydown.

Beth:Thanks!

Tumi:Howareyoufeelingtoday?

Beth:Iamfine.

Tumi:Ijustheardaboutthisresorttoday.Its

outsideMaun,liketwelvekilometersfromMaun.

Beth:Yeah?

Tumi:It'sbeautiful,bytheriver,youcanridehorses

andjustchill,thereisaswimmingpoolandit's

beautiful.Iwasthinkingthat..

HelookedatBethandshewassleeping.

Tumi:Babe?

Beth:..



Tumismiledandtookthebabytothesittingroom,

heemptiedthebabybathandputasheetonBeth

thenheswitchedoffthelights."Guysnoonewakes

upMummyokay"thekidsallagreed.

AtTsala'shouse

RatisatonTsala'slapwithherarmsaroundher

neckastheywatchedTV.

Tsala:Youhaveababybrothernowyoushould

stopsittingonmylap.

Rati:HewillsitonmylapandIwillsitonyours.

Tsala:Haha!

ShelookedatYama.



Tsala:OrYamacansitonmylap,yousitonYama's

lapthenFlynsitsonyours.KanajangYama?

Yamapretendedlikeshedidn'thearherand

continuedwatchingTV.

Rati:Canitbetomorrowalready,Ican'twaittosee

mybabybrother.

Yama:Heisnotyourbrother,heisnotourbrother.

Rati:Yesheis.

Yama:Nohisdad..

Tsala:Yamasa!

Yamastoodup,shestormedtotheirroomand

slammedthedoor.

Rati:CanIsleepwithyoutonightplease.

Tsala:Okay!



AtSame'shouse

Shecamefromthebathroomapplyinglotiononher

handsthenshesatonthebed.

Same:Whataday!

Romeoputhisphonedownandsatontheedgeof

thebed,hemadeSamelaydownandmassagedher

feet.

Same:Mmmh!

Romeo:Iwonderwhothebabyisgoingtolooklike!

Samecouchedinherhandandhitherchest.She

continuedcoughing.Romeostoodupandwentto

getheraglassofwater.



Same:Thanks!

Shetookasipandgavebacktheglassthenletout

afadesmile.

Romeo:Areyouokay?

Same:(Rubbingherchest)Yes!

Romeo:Ihopehedoestgetmynose.

Same:Mmmh!

Shesippedonthewateragain.

Same:IshouldsleepIamtired.

Romeo:Okaybabe!

TheFollowingDay



Bethwokeupandlookedatthetimeanditwashalf

pastseven.Tumiwasnotbyhersideandthebaby

wasnotinhercrib.Shewenttothesittingroom.

"Babe"shecalledoutgoingtotheguestbedroom

andTumiwassleepingwiththeirdaughter.

Beth:Babe!

Tumi:(Yawning)Hey,I..Ididn'twanttowakeyouup.

Bethlookedatthebabyandshewaspeacefully

sleeping.

Tumi:Howdidyousleep?

Beth:Likeababy.IthinkIsleptformorethan

twelvehours.

Tumi:Youneededtherest,that'swhyIhavebooked

foryouattheresort.Afullweekwithoutus.You

needtorest.



Beth:Babe!

Tumi:Nobuts,notnegotiable.Youaregoing.Iwill

behomewiththekidsthewholeweekandwhen

youcomebackwearegettingahousehelper.That

isalsonotnegotiable.Wegetityouare

superwoman,supermom,superwifebutsometimes

eventheyneedhelp.

Bethsmiledandhuggedherhusband."Iloveyou"

shesaid.

Tumi:Gobath,takeyourhusband'scardandgobuy

yourselfwhateveryouwant,doyourhair,nails,

whateveryouwant,buyclothes,youcanevenbuya

newcar.

Beth:Don'tsaythatImight.

Tumi:Youmay.

Beth:Haha,youaregoingtoregretyourdecision

MrsMopiri.

Tumi:Babesthatcardcanlastyoutwoyearsliving



inAmerica,nnagaokakewankgona.

Bethlaughedgoingbacktotheirbedroom.

AtRraTumi'sHouse

Johnparkedbythegateandeveryonegotoutofthe

house.ThegirlsrantoMarianwhowashangingthe

babyclothes.Theyhuggedher.

Rati:Whereishe?

Mariam:Heisstillsleeping.

Yama:Canweseeherplease.

Marian:Don'twakehimup.

Theyrantothehouse.JohnandTsalagreetedher

andTsalahelpedhangtheclothes.



Marian:Heissleeping.

Tsala:Eemma!Ijustwantedthegirlstoseehim

beforetheyleave,IwillalsobeleavingforIndia

tomorrow.

Raticamerunningfromthehouse."Mummyheis

cute,helookslikeme"shegushedoverherlittle

brother.

Marian:Malobamy..

Thebabystartedcryinginthehouseandhiscrygot

louder.

Marian:BathongyouwokehimupbeforeIfinished

washinghisclothes?

Rati:NohewassleepingwhenIlefthim.

Tsala:Iwilltakehim.



Tsalawenttothehouse."Yamasa"Tsalashouted

fromthehouse,bothMarianandJohnrantothe

house.

Tsala:OtsaakaepeloOmaswejaanaOlengwana?

(Wheredoesachildlikeyougetsuchanevilheart?)

**
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Tsala:OtsaakaepeloOmaswejaanaOlengwana?



(Wheredoesachildlikeyougetsuchanevilheart?)

Shesaidtakingthebabyfromthebed.

John:Whathappened?

Tsala:Ifoundherpinchingthebaby.

John:Iamsureshewasjusttryingtoplaywithhim.

Tsala:Look!

Sheshowedhimtheredmarksonthebaby's

cheeks.

Tsala:Isthisplaying?Istoodbythedoorforafew

secondswatching.

Shepulledthebaby'st-shirtup.



Tsala:Bonahela,ngwanayoopeloemaswe,who

doesthis?

Yamafoldedherarmsandsatonthebedlooking

down.

Tsala:Iwillbeatyou,GawankgolelaIwillbeatyou

somuchyouwillthinkIamnotyourmother.

Yamastartedwipinghertears.Tsalaclickedher

tongueandwentoutsidewiththebaby.

AttheShoppingMall

Beththrewthelastbagsinthecarandshecaught

glimpseofherselfontheshopwindow,shesmiled.

Shelookedprettyaftercuttingherhairanddoing

hereyebrows,hernailswerealsodone."Hi"

someonesaidandsheturnedaround.The



gentlemansmiledathim.

Beth:Hi!

Gentleman:Iwasreadygoomanabutyourbeauty

struckme.

Beth:Sheeehahaha!

Gentleman:Ihavebeenwaitingformorethan

twentyminutesbecauseyouparkedwrongnowI

can'tgetout.

Bethlookedathercarandcuppedhermouth.

Beth:OhmyGodIamsososorry.

Shegotinsidethecarandslowlyreversedbutshe

stillcouldn'tgetoutbecauseanothercarwasn't

parkedrightbesidesher.



Gentleman:Letme!

Bethsteppedoutandthemanhelpedreverseher

carandparkedacrosstheroad."Ithoughtnowyou

arestealingit"shesaidwalkingtothecarandthey

bothlaughed.Themanwashandsome,he

remindedherofaveryhandsomemanintheSouth

AfricanseriestheRiver,shedidn'trememberhis

namebuthewasmarriedtotheleadinglady.

Beth:IwasthinkingohmyGodkefilemonnadikey

tsamycartostealit.

Gentleman:Hahaha,it'sanicecar,Ishouldhave

thoughtaboutthat.

Theybothlaughedagain.

Gentleman:Haveagoodday.

Beth:Youtooandthanks!



Shewatchedhimgetinhiscaranddroveoffthen

shegotinhersanddrovehome.Shecouldn'tstop

smiling.Itfeltgoodtobecalledbeautifulbyanother

manthatwasnotherhusband,ahandsomeclean

manforthatmatter.Shelookedatherselfinthe

mirrorandsheactuallydidlookbeautiful.

AtMox'sHouse

Gloriaopenedthedoorforherfriendandthey

hugged.

Friend:Longtimemma,youhavegainedsomuch,

orareyoupregnant?

Gloria:Hahahanotyet!

Friend:Hahahahayoulookbeautifulgore(she

lookedaroundthehouse)whosehouseisthis?

Gloria:YagaBabe!



Friend:Moghel,kareyouareglowing(shetouched

herhair)IsthisBrazilianwig,wowgirlyouareliving

thelife.

Gloria:BabegivesmeeverythingIwantmma,every

monthhegivesmetwothousands,Idon'teven

havetowork.

Friend:Ketswapelogore.

Gloriawenttothekitchenandcamewithatraywith

grapes,chips,andaglassofjuice.

Friend:Heefriendmmawow,waitseyouareliving

thelife.

Gloria:Letshowyoushoesheboughtmelastweek.

Shewenttogetthemandshowedherfriend.

Friend:Wow,whenyougettiredofhimmmagive

himtome.



Gloria:Aaahaaah!

Friend:HahaIwasjoking.

Gloria:Idon'tlikesuchjokes.Youdon'tjokelike

thataboutmymanakereyoudon'tknowhim.

Thefriendthrewonegrapeinhermouthandkept

quiet.

Gloria:Weareplanningtogetabiggerhouseafter

wehaveababy!

Friend:Soyouarepregnant?

Gloria:Hahano,notyetbutIamplanningto.

AtTsala'sHouse

"Iwishwebroughthimwithus"Ratisaidgettingout

ofthecar.YamaremainedinsideandTsalaignored

her.



Rati:Mummy!

Tsala:IamgoingtocomebackfromIndiajusta

fewdaysbeforeschoolholidays,thenyouguyscan

comeandwegotakeFlyn.

Rati:Yeey!Ican'twait.

Tsala:Getmeaglassofwaterplease.

Ratiunlockedthehouseandwentinside.Tsala

walkedaroundtohernowdeadgardendialingMox.

Hedidn'tpickup,shecalledagainandhepickedup.

Mox:Hello!

Tsala:Hiitsme!

Mox:Mmmh!

Tsala:Canwetalk?

Mox:Iamsureyoudidn'tcalltosingakere!



Tsalatookadeepbreath.

Tsala:Howhaveyoubeen?

Mox:IfIwasnotwellyouwouldhaveheard.

Tsala:Don'tbelikethat.

Mox:WhatdoyouwantfrommeTsala?

Tsala:CanwepleasetalkaboutYama?She

overheadyourconversationwithSetso.Shethinks

Flynisthereasonwearenottogether,Ifoundher

pinchinghim.Thischildhasanger.

Mox:IwilltellhimFlynisactuallynotwhyweare

nottogether.

Tsala:Thankyou!

Mox:Iwilltellheryouarethereasonwearenot

together,hadFlynbeenanotherman'schildmaybe

wewouldworkthingsbutheisAbel'schild.The

sameAbelyoutoldmeyoudidnothingwith,the

sameAbel...

Tsala:(Crying)IamsorryyouthinkIamproudof



whatIdid,Iamnot.Imessedupandifwecouldgo

backintimeIwouldfixmymistakes.

Mox:..

Tsala:IknowImessedupandIamlivingwiththe

consequencesnow.Iknowyouhatemebutnot

morethanIhatemyselfrightnow.

Mox:..

Tsala:IamsorryMox,IknowIcan'tchange

anythingbutIamreallysorry.Notadaygoesby

withoutregrettingwhatIdidandFlynisareminder

ofthateveryday,Ispentweekwithoutseeinghim

butheismyrealitythatImessedupagoodthing

andthatGodgavemeasecondchancetofixmy

mistakes.

Mox:Andhisfather?

Tsala:Idon'tcareaboutthatonegatwehegot

married,Idon'tknowandIdon'tcare.

Mox:Sohejustwantedtogetyoupregnantand

leave?Heisabast***

Tsala:Idon'tcareabouthim.



Therewasalittlesilence.

Mox:GiveYamathephonekebueleene.

TsalawalkedtothecarandgaveYamathephone.

Yama:Hello!

Mox:Hey,howareyou?

Yama:IhateherDaddy!

Mox:Heyheyyoudon'tsaythataboutyourmother

doyouhearme?

Yama:..

Mox:Iwantyoutobeniceandrespectyourmother

okay.WhatyouheardmetellSetsoyouwerenot

supposedtohear.Ididbadthingstoyourmumtoo,

areyougoingtonowhatebothyourparents?

Yama:..



Mox:That'syourmother,droptheattitudeand

respectherorelsewearegoingtohaveaproblem.

Yamawipedhertearsandknodherhead.

Yama:Mmmh!

Mox:Goodgirl!

Aweeklater

Bethslowlyopenedthedoorandpeekedinsideand

everyonewassittingonthecouchwatchinga

movie."Nowelcomehomemummy"shesaidand

thekidsrantoher.

Kids:Mummy!

Theyhuggedherandtookhersuitcaseinside.Tumi



stoodupandkissedher.

Tumi:Imissedyou.

Beth:IamsorryIdidn'tmissyouguys.

Theyalllaughed,shelookedaroundthehouseand

itwasclean,thebabywassleepingandthegirlsgot

newhairstyles.

Beth:YoudidwellwhileIwasgone.IguessIshould

gooutoften.

Loly:Howwastheresort?

Beth:OhmyGodwheredoistart?Isleptformore

thaneighthourseveryday,Itookwalksbytheriver,

horseriding.Ireadbooks,Iwatchedmovies.

Herphonerang.



Beth:Letmetakethis.

Tumi:Aobabeyoufoundyourselfaboyfriendebile.

Bethlaughedtakinghersuitcasetothebedroom.

Beth:Hello!

Mahlo:Hi,Aoyouhaven'tbeenseeingmymissed

callsandmessages.

Beth:Mmamyphonewasonsilentandlost

somewhereinthisbighouseIjustfoundit.Zup?

Mahlo:IwantedtoaskifyouknowgoreTumiisthe

onepayingfortheReconstructivesurgery.

Beth:Whosesurgery?

Mahlo:Tsala's,uhuakeresheisinIndiaaswe

speak,gatweTumipaidthreehundredthousand

Pulacash.

**
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Mahlo:Tsala's,uhuakeresheisinIndiaaswe

speak,gatweTumipaidthreehundredthousand

Pulacash.

Beth:Hedidwhat?

Mahlo:Don'tsayIamtheonewhotoldyouhle

mma.Assisterswehavetolookoutforeachother.

Bethlaughedindisbelief.

Beth:Heee!Hehehegasegorekeatshega,Iswear



Iamnotlaughing.

Mahlo:Whydoesyourhusbanddothistoyoune

mma,nnaIwouldflip.

Beth:Mahlowewilltalk.

Shehungupandsatonthebed.Shelaughed

coveringhermouthandstoodup,shereachedfor

thelockthenshesteppedback,sheputherhands

togetherlikeshewasprayingandcalmeddown

thenshestartedpackingherclothesinthecloset.

AfewminuteslaterTumicameinandhuggedher

frombehind,hekissedherneckandrubbedher

thighspullingupherdress."Imissedyou"he

whisperedinherear.Bethturnedtohimthenshe

pulleddownherdress.

Tumi:ComeonbabeAnayaisalmosttwomonths

now.

Beth:Notinthemood!



Tumi:Comeon,whatdidwedonow?

Beth:..

Tumi:Babe?

Beth:KerileIamnotinthemood.

Tumi:Iyooo!

Hewentbacktothesittingroom.

AtMox'sHouse

ThegirlssatoutsidedoinghomeworkwhileGloria

wascookinginthekitchenandMoxwaswatching

TV.Raticamerunninginsideandstoodinfrontof

Mox.

Rati:Dad!

MoxloweredtheTVvolumeandtookthebookfrom



her.

Mox:HowcanIhelp?

Rati:IwantmysurnametobeMopiri,wewillall

changewhenyoumarryMummy!

Mox:Hahaha!

MoxlaughedlookingatthefamilytreeRarimade.

Mox:Andthis?

Rati:That'sbabyFlyn.

Mox:OsotelaengFlyntotathislookslikeanant.

Rati:Heiscrawling.

Mox:Haha!Gofinishhomeworkbeforeweeat.Call

yoursisterformeIwanttoseeherhomework.

Ratiwentbackoutside.Gloriastoodbythekitchen

doorlookingatMoxshakingherhead.



Gloria:AmIwastingmytimehere?

Moxlookedather.

Gloria:KareamIwastingmytimehere?

Sheremovedtheapronandthrewitdown.

Mox:WhatdidIdo?

Gloria:YouevenlaughedRatiaretheywillchange

theirsurnamewhenyoumarryTsala,itwasfunny?

Mox:Uhu?

Mox'sphonerang,hepickedupthephoneandwent

tothebedroom.Gloriaclickedhertongueandwent

outsidewherethekidswere.



Gloria:Letmeseethat!

ShetookthebookfromRatiandshookherhead

lookingatthefamilytree.

Gloria:NnawhereamI?Tsalaisnotyourmother

andFlynisnotyourbrother.

ShetorethepageandsnatchedYama'sbook.She

pagedthroughitandthenshethrewitonthetable.

Gloria:IneverwanttohearthenameTsalaorFlyn

inthishousedoyouhearme.

Rati:(Crying)Sheismymum.

Gloria:Sheisnot,Iamyourmumnow.

Rati:Noyouarenotyouarethemaid.

Gloria:What?



Ratipickedupherbookandrantothehousewhere

Moxwasstilltalkingtothephone.Hequicklyhung

upandattendedhisdaughter.

Mox:Jaanongwhathappened?

Rati:It'sAuntyGlo.

Moxwenttothekitchenfumming"Youtorethe

child'sschoolbook?"hewavedthebookinherface.

Gloria:Tsalais..

Mox:ItoldyounottogetinvolvedinRatiand

Tsala'srelationshipdidn'tItellyouthat?

Gloria:Sonna...

Mox:Getout.LeavebeforeIdosomethingIwill

regret.

Gloria:MoxI..

Mox:IsaidleaveyouthinkIamjoking,gogetall



yourstuffandleave,wenajaanongekareOtanna

problem.

Gloria:(Crying)Mox!

Mox:Oryouwantmetocallyourfathertocomeget

you.

Gloriawenttothebedroomcrying,shepackedall

herclothesthatshehadatMox'sthenshewentto

thekitchen.Shefilledthepotwithbeefstewwith

waterandemptieditinthesinkthenshefilledthe

onewithricewithwaterandemptieditontopofthe

chickenstewandleftthewaterrunning.

Gloria:Iamnotyourmaidnna!

Shesaidleavingandslammedthedoor.

Laterthatnight



Bethgotintobedandswitchedoffhersidelamp.A

fewminuteslaterTumicamefromthebathroom

naked,heputonhisboxersthenhegotintobed.

Tumi:Babe!

Beth:

Tumi:Whyareyoumadatme,whatdidIdo?

Beth:...

Tumi:Babecomeon,tellmewhatIdid.

Beth:Whenwe'reyougoingtotellmegoreyoutook

outthreehundredthousandfromourmoney?

Tumi:..

Beth:BuakeengakereyouwanttoknowwhyIam

angryakere,whereisthethreehundredthousand?

Tumi:(Sighed)

Beth:Keengwaratana?

Tumi:No,youknowIamnot.

Beth:Thenwhereisthemoney?



Tumi:IpaidforTsala'ssurgery.

"Heeeee"Bethsaidclappingherhands.She

laughedandstoodup,shetookasuitcaseand

startedpackingTumi'sclothes.

Tumi:Babewhereareyougoingwe..

Beth:OhnoIamnottheoneleaving,youare.

Tumi:Babe!WabonawhyIdidn'ttellyouIknew

youweregoingtooverreact.Wehavemoney,we..

Beth:It'snotaboutthemoneyTumeloit'saboutus.

Howdoyoumakesuchabigtransactionwithout

myapprovalorisitbecauseitsyourmoney?

Tumi:Youknowit'snotlikethat.

Beth:YoulovemeTumiandIwouldneverquestion

thatbutyoudon'trespectmeasyourwife.

Tumi:Babe!

Beth:(Crying)Iwishwewerefightingaboutanother

womanbecausethereIwouldknowgoreIstanda



chancebutyoursistereneIknowgoreIdon'tstand

achance.NomatterwhatIsayTsalaisalways

goingtobenumberone,Tsala'skidsevenherstep

daughtercomebeforeourkids.

Tumi:Don'tsaythat,that'snottrue.

Beth:Givemethecards.

TumitookoutallhiscardsandgaveBeth.

Tumi:I..

Beth:Letmesavemoneyformykidsbeforeyou

giveitalltoyoursister.

Sheclosedthesuitcaseandputitonthebedthen

shewipedhertears.

Beth:Getoutofmyhouse.

Tumi:Babe!



Beth:Tumelogetoutofmyhouse.

ShewenttothebedroomandcamewithTumi's

toiletriesandshoes.

Tumi:Whatare..

Beth:Tumeloleavemyhousepleasebeforeweend

ussayingthingsweshouldn'thavesaid.

Tumiputonhisclothes,tookhissuitcase,toiletries

bagandshoesthenhegrabbedhiscarkeysand

left.

AMonthLater

**

**
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AMonthLater

Samewalkedaroundtheroomcradlingherbig

stomachthenshesatdowntiredandtookadeep

breath.

Same:IfeellikeIhavebeenpregnantthewhole

year.

Shestoodupagain.

Ditshego:Relaxthatbabywillcomewhenit'stime,



justbecausetheDoctorsaiddithirteendoesn't

necessarilymeanyouwillgivebirthkadithirteen,it

couldhavebeenbodielevenormaybeyouwillgive

birthkadisixteen.Relax!

Same:IamtiredIjustwantthisbabytocomeout

assoonaspossible.

AtTsala'sHouse

Tsalasteppedoutoftheshowernakedandstoodin

frontofthemirror,shewipeditandlookedather

bodythenshetookadeepbreath.Shetracedher

handsonherscarsandclosedhereyes.The

surgeryhelpedbutshewasnothowshethought

shewouldcomeoutlookinglike.

Herphonerangandshereachedforit.

Tsala:Hello!



Stepsister:Hey,hlemmaourcardiedjustafter

Toteng.

Tsala:Hey,areyouokayhowcanIhelp?

StepSister:Canyoupleasecomegetusrenale

bana.Pleaseanditsgettingdark.

Tsala:FineIamcoming.

Sheputonalongsleevedtopandbuttonedit

betweenherlegsandblacktrackpantsthenshe

reachedforherphoneandcarkeysandleft.

AtJohn'sHouse

Johncoveredhisgirlfriend'smouthwithhandand

gaveherthelaststrokesbeforehefellontoofher

andtheybothbreathedoutheavily.Hekissedher

neckandgotoutofbed.

Her:(Whispering)Babethiswasexcitingatfirstbut



notanymore.

John:Youwanttoscreamwhilemybrotherisin

anotherroom?

Her:..

John:TomorrowIwillcomeovertoyourhouse.

Her:Myroommatewillbehome.

John:Redirejangjaanong?

Her:Maybewecanbookintoahoteland..

John:Andthenmonthendyouwantmetogiveyou

moneyagain?

Sherolledhereyesandreachedforatoiletpaper,

shewipedherselfandputonhershorts.Johnwent

totakeashowerandjoinedhisbigbrotheronthe

couch.

John:Whatarewewatching?

Tumi:..



John:Tumi?

Tumigavehimtheremote."Iamnotwatching

anything".

John:Youguyshavetotalk,Iloveyoubutyou

knowyoucan'tsleeponmycouchforeverakere.

Tumi:Shedoesn'twanttotalkIhavetried

everything.(LookedatJohn)Imeaneverything,

evenwhenIgogetthekidssherefusestocomeout.

Kedirejang?Dadhastriedtogethertocomefora

meetingwagana.BoMalomehavetriedandstillwa

gana.

Johntookadeepbreath.

John:Idon'tknow!Dosomethingthatwillforceher

totalktoyou.Somethingthatyouknowgoreno

matterwhatsheisgoingtobeforcedtotalktoyou.



Tumiburiedhisfaceinhishandsandbreathedour

loud.

AtBeth'sHouse

EveryonequietlyhadtheirdinnerwhileBethfeed

thebaby.Lolyclearedherthroatandlookedather

mum.

Loly:HowlongisDadgoingtosleeponUncle

John'scouchwhenhehasabedathome?

Beth:Aslongasittakes!.

Loly:Whatdidhedo?youhavepunishedhimit's

enoughcanhecomehomeplease.

Beth:..

Loly:Mama?

Beth:LolyIdon'tdiscussmymaritalproblemswith



kidsdoyouhearme?

Loly:Soyouhavemaritalproblem?Goto

counsellingthen.

Zoe:Areyougoingtogetadivorce?

Loly:IfyoudoIamgoingtostaywithDad.

Zoe:Metoo!

Issa:Metoo!

Beth:Gagonakoleyangteng(Youarenotgoing

anywhere)

JustafewkilometersbeforeToteng.

Tsaladroveslowlywhiledialinghersister'snumber

butitdidn'tgothrough.Shedroveuntilshereached

Totengthenshedrovebackslowlyagainstill

callinghernumberanditnotgoingthrough.

Annoyedsheparkedbythesideoftheroad,itwas



darkbutsheknewitwasnotdangerous.Cars

passedherandsomesloweddownforherandshe

toldthemshewasokay.

Herphonerangandshepickedupandputon

loudspeaker.

Tsala:Jaanongwhereareyou,I..

Sister:Wegotaridemokoloingyacounsel,triedto

callyoubutyournumberdidn'tgothrough.

Tsala:Shapo!

ShehungupanddrovebacktoMaun.Justafter

shepassedthe"Maun10"boardacarcamefrom

nowhereandparkedinfrontofher,shequickly

steppedonthebrakesandtouchedherheart,itwas

beatingfastandloud,shealmostdiedifshedidn't

havetheseatbelton.



ThedriverfromthecarsteppedoutandTsala

steppedout

Tsala:Whatkindof..

Him:Helpmeplease!

Tsalalookedathiswhitet-shirtanditwaspained

redwithblood.

Him:Pleasehelpme.

Tsalasteppedbackscared.

Him:Please!

Heraisedhisheadandhehadbloodcomingfrom

hismouth.Tsalarantohercarandlockedherselfin,

shewasshaking.Justasshewasabouttoreverse



shebrightenedonthemanlayingdown."F***"she

steppedoutandrushedtohim,shepulleduphist-

shirtandhehadagunwound.

Tsala:Youhavetogotothehospital.

Him:No,nohospital,leavemetodiethen.

Tsala:Youcan'tbestubbornatatimelikethis,you

willdie.

Him:No..Nohospital.

Tsalalookedawaythensheclosedhereyes,"What

amidoing"shequestionedheractionsbeforeshe

rushedtohercarandgotafirstaidkit.Drovethe

man'scarofftheroadandpulledhimofftheroad

too.

TheFollowingMorning

Tsaladroveslowlyaroundtheareawheresheleft



themanandthecarbuttheywerebothnotthere.

Shewonderedifhemadeithomesafeorhe

survivedthenshedrovebacktoMaun.

AttheGroceryStore

"Bethtookfoodfromthetrolleyandputthemonthe

counter.Lolycamewithfriesandchickenandthe

cashierbeepedthem.Bethlookedattheamount

thenshetookouthercardandgavethecashier.

SheswipeditandBethputthepinbutitdeclined,

sheswipeditagainandrolledhereyesthenshe

lookedatBeth.

Cashier:Declined.

Beth:What?TryitagainIjustusedthatcardinthe

nextstore.

ThecashierdidagainthenshestaredatBeth

withoutsayinganything.Bethgaveheranother



cardanditalsodeclined.

Cashier:Canyoupleaseexcusethosewhoare

paying?

Beth:Karethereismoneyinhere!

Shetookoutherpersonalcardanditapproved.

Theyputalltheirgroceriesinthetrolleyandpushed

outside.

Beth:Icoming.

ShewenttotheATMmachineandthecardalso

declined.Shetriedtheothercardanditalso

declined.Onlyherpersonalcardworkedbutshe

didn'thavealotinthere.Shewalkedtothecar

dialingTumi.

Tumi:Babe?



Beth:Soyoublockedthecards?

Tumi:(Jokingly)IknewIwouldgetyourattention.

Beth:It'sfineIwillseehowItakecareofmykids

akereIhaveajob.Therearesingleparentsout

thereandtheysurvive,Iwillsurvivetoo.

Tumi:Babe,I..

Beth:IwantadivorceTumelo.

Sheclickedhertongueandhunguponhim.

**

**
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ThesameAfternoonattheHospital

Tsalaatehermuffinlostinherthoughtswondering

whathappenedtothemanfromyesterday.Shegot

interruptedfromherthoughsbyAbelanda

colleaguelaughingwhilegettingtheirlunch.

Abel:Noteamelekenonsensewecouldhavewon

theleagueif..

Tsalalookedathimwithdisgustthenshestoodup

andleft.Abellookedatherthenhecontinued

talkingaboutsoccerwithhiscolleague.

AtSerule



MmaMoxlistenedtotheoneo'clocknewsabout

poacherswhowereshotbythepoliceandthree

escaped.Shereachedforherphoneanddialed

Tsala'snumber.

Tsala:Hello!

MmaMox:Otswagoithathobisakaekobago

reilengbarekeagolowateng?(WhotoldyouIam

bewitchingyou?)

Tsala:HahahahamyDoctortoldmeeverything

mma.

MmaMox:Hahaheislyingyouwastedyourmoney.

Tsala:Haha,leteng?

MmaMox:Retengngwetsiyame,howareyou?

Tsala:YourSondumpedmeakeremma.

MmaMox:Thatoneiscrazy,wheredoeshethinkhe

willgetawomanwhowilllovehimlikeyoudid.

Akerebamalatsiagirlsonlywantmoney.Ifyou

don'tgivethemtheymoveontosomeonewhohas

money.



Tsala:Kantenemmaerilebathobaithutaboloine

OlekaekanajaanaOkaboOmpaakanyetsao

nkemelakadinao.(Wherewereyouwhenpeople

werepractisingwitchcraft,youwouldbehelping

menowgetmymanback)

Theylaughedoutloud.

MmaMox:Iwillhelpyoungwanaka,whereismy

grandson?

Tsalafoundherselfsmiling.

Tsala:Hestayswithmystepmum.

MmaMox:Hemustbebig.

Tsala:Thatammaheisaman.Iwillvisitwithhim

oneday.

MmaMox:Dothat.Balebasadikotengbaratana

theydon'tlikecominghere.



Tsala:Hahaha.

MmaMox:Nogetbacktoworkngwanaka.

Tsala:Bye!

Shehungupandsmiled,MmaMoxjustcheeredher

mood.

LaterthatEvening

Tumisatoutsideonthestooplookingupatthesky

thenhecuppedhisface.Johnputabeeranda

plateoffoodnexttohim.

Tumi:Thanks!

Johnsatnexttohim.

Tumi:Bethareshewantsadivorce.



John:What?

Tumi:Yeah!

Heopenedhisbeerandtookasip.

John:Iknowthisisnoneofmybusinessbutwhat

reallyhappened?

Tumi:ShefoundoutIamtheonewhopayedforthe

surgery.

John:Soyoushouldn'thavehelpedyourlittlesister?

Tumi:KgangkegoreIdidn'ttellher.

John:What?Youdidn'ttellher?

Tumi:LookIdidn't..

John:Nobigbrotheryouaretheonewhoiswrong

here.ThreehundredthousandPulaandyoudidn't

tellyourwife?

Tumi:..

John:Iwouldhavekickedyououttoo.LookIam



notmarriedandIaminnoplacetogivemarital

advicebutgoapologiseakereyouknowwhatyou

didwrong.Goapologise.Iamsureshedidn'tmean

itaboutthedivorcesheisjustangry.

Tumi'sphonerang,heclearedhisthroat,putthe

beerdownandpickedup.

Tumi:Princess!

Loly:(Crying)Mamalockedherselfintheroom,she

iscrying.

Tumi:Iamcomingrightnow.

AtJwaneng

MoxandYamasatinthesittingroomwatchingTV

whenRatiscreamedfromthetoilet.Theyboth

stoodupandhurriedtothebathroom."Don'tcome

in"Ratiscreamedfrominside.



Mox:Whathappened?

Rati:(Crying)CallMama!

Mox:What?Areyouokayinthere?

Rati:CallMama!

MoxdialedTsala'snumber.

Tsala:Hello!

MoxputhishandinsideandRatitookthephone.

Rati:Goaway!

YamaandMoxlookedateachotherthentheywent

backtothesittingroom.



Mox:What'sgoingon?

Yamaraisedhershoulders.Afewminuteslater

TsalacalledonYama'sphone.

Yama:Hello!

Tsala:Hey,giveDaddythephone.

YamagaveMoxthephone.

Mox:Hello!

Tsala:Hey,Ratihasalittlesituationinthetoilet.

Mox:Whatyouarescaringme.

Tsala:BathongMoxyouhavetobestrongthelittle

girlisshaking,shegotherperiod.

Mox:What?Isn'tshelikeeleven?

Tsala:Iamsurprisedyouusedtotakediawardsfor

discience.



Mox:Sheisababy!

Tsala:Wellithappenedandyouhavetogobuyher

dipadsandbuyalotsothatshedoesn'thavetotell

youeverymonth.Listencarefullydipadsare

different,gonaleheavyflowand..

Mox:Youshouldbehereforthis,whatdoIsayto

her?

Tsala:Iwouldbethereifyoudidn'tdumpmeakere!

Therewassilence.

Mox:Iwillcallyoukelekoshopongandyouwilltell

mewhichonestobuy.

Tsala:Sure!

AtTumi'sHouse

"Daddy"thegirlsrantothedoorandhuggedtheir



dad.

Zoe:DaddyifyougetadivorceIamcomingtostay

withyou.

Tumiswallowedhardandletoutafadesmile.

Tumi:Wheredidyouhearthat,wearenotgettinga

divorce.

Hepickeduptheiryoungestdaughterandkissed

herthenheputherdownandwenttothebedroom.

Beth:Youcan'twalkinlikeyoustayhere.

Tumi:Sorry!

Beth:Whatdoyouwant?

Tumiclosedthedoorandlookedathiswife.Her



eyeswerered.

Tumi:Iblockedthecardsbecause..

Beth:Idon'twanttohearitTumelo,Ihavemyown

money.

Tumisatonthetabledandputhishandstogether

thenhebreathedinthem.

Tumi:Iamsorry!

Bethlookedaway.

Tumi:Notwakingupnexttoyouorseeingyou

everydayis..Iamdyingslowly.Imissmyfamily,I

missmywifeandkids.Imissus.Pleaseforgiveme

babe.



Bethswallowedhardandlookedaway.

Tumi:(Crying)Ican'tthinkstraightwithoutyou,I

haven'tslepteversinceIlefthere.BethIloveyou,

morethanIcanexplainandifIsaidIloveyoumore

thanIloveyounowIwillbelyingbecausethereis

nogreaterlovethantheoneIhaveforyou.

Beth:(Crying)Yousayyoulovemeandrespectme

butyouractionssayotherwise.Ihavetohearka

bathogoreyoutookoutchildren'smoneytopayfor

yoursister'ssurgery.

Tumi:I..

Beth:It'snotaboutthemoney,it'showIhadtohear

itfromMahlo,doyouknowhowthatmademelook?

Howembarrassingthatwas?

Tumi:Iamsorry.

Beth:TumiIwouldnevertellyounottohelpyour

siblings,evenifyouhadtopayonemillionI

wouldn'thavecaredaslongasyoutoldme.

Tumi:IamreallysorryBabe!



Bethwipedhertearsandsatdown.

Beth:NowitslikeIamthebadperson.

Tumi:Youarenot,Ishouldhavetoldyouabout

payingforthesurgery.Keiponaphoso(Iseemy

mistakes)Iamsorryitwillneverhappenagain.

Beth:IfMahlohadn'ttoldmewouldyouhavetold

me?

Tumi:..

Beth:Idon'thateyoursisterbutwhatyoudidwas

wrong.

Tumi:Iknow!

Beth:Isthereanythingyouwouldliketotellme

beforeIhearitfromotherpeople?Whatelsehave

youpaidfor?

Tumi:Nothing!

Beth:Thecar?



Tumi:Ididn'tbuyitareherinsurancepaid.

Beth:Flynhasafatherakere,Iwantyoutostop

supportinghim.LetAbeltakecareofhisson.Tsala

can'thavekidsforyoutosupport.

Tumi:IamnotsupportingFlynakereyouknowAbel

gavemeacheque.

Beth:AkereyouandMoxarebusinesspartners,

TsalaisaNurseIamsuretheycanaffordtopay

schoolfeesfortheirdaughter.Idon'twantyou

payingschoolfeessagaYamasaanymore.Starting

fromtodayyouaregoingtoactastheUncleand

notfather.Iamnotsayingdon'ttakecareofyour

siblingskidsIamsayingstopmakingpeopleforget

theirresponsibilitiesasParents.Eitherthatorwe

aredoneforgood,it'syourchoicetomake.

TumitookadeepbreathandlookedathisWife.

**



**
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TheFollowingMorning

Ratidishedsoftporridgeforherselfandwenttosit

bythediningtable.Moxlaterjoinedherandsat

downeatinghisbreakfast.

Mox:Goodmorning.

Rati:Morning.

Mox:Howareyou?

Rati:Iamfine.



Mox:Ohgreat,yousleptokay?

Rati:YesIdid.

Mox:SocanIhavemyphonebacknow.

Rati:IuseittocallMummy!

Mox:YoucanuseyagaYamaakere.

Ratistoodupandwenttogetthephone.Mox

realisedalittlestainonthewhiteplasticchairthen

hequicklywipeditandthrewawaythetoiletpaper.

Rati:Here!

Mox:Whereisyoursister?

Rati:Sheisgettingdressed.

Mox:Oh,tellhertogetreadyquicklyretsamaye.

SherantotheirbedroomandMoxdialedTsala's

numbergoingtothekitchen.



Tsala:Rati..

Mox:It'sme.

Tsala:Ohhi!

Mox:Idon'teventhinksheknowshowtousethe

pad.Sheleftalittlestainonthechairwhenshe

stoodup.

Tsala:Oh,didyousayanything?

Mox:No!

Tsala:Oh,I..IwillcallheronYama'sphone,thanks

fortellingme.

Mox:Ididn'tsayanythingbecauseIdidn'twanther

tobeembarrassed.

Tsala:Yeah,letmecallher.

ShehungupandcalledYama'snumber.

Yama:Hello!

Tsala:Hi,howareyou?



Yama:Iamfine!

Tsala:Giveyoursisterthephone.

YamagaveRatithephoneandcontinuedgetting

dressed.

Rati:Hello!

Tsala:Heybabygirl,howareyou?

Rati:Iamfine,theperiodstopped.

Tsala:Ohreally,Osurebecausesometimesyou

thinkithasstoppedthenitcomesbackafterafew

minutes.

Rati:Nothingcameoutallnight.

Tsala:Butyouhaveyourpadonakere?

Rati:No!

Tsala:Putitonjustincase.

Rati:Okay!



Shetookapadtothebathroomandsatonthetoilet

seatonlytorealiseshehadstainedherpanty.She

stoodupandcheckedheruniformandshehada

littledotofstain.

Rati:Itlookslikeitdidn'tstop.

Tsala:ChangeyourpantythenandputitlikeIhave

toldyouto.IwilltalktoDaddythatyoustayhome

todayokay,IwillseeyouonSaturday.

Rati:Okay!

TsalahungupanddialedMox.

Mox:Hello!

Tsala:Hey,canshestayhomefortheday,Iamnot

workingthisweekendIwillcomeseeherka

Saturday.

Mox:Iwasthinkingthesamething.

Tsala:Sure!



Moxhungupandwenttothebedroombumping

intoYama.

Yama:Sheisnotgoingtoschool,it'snotfair.Iam

alsonotgoing.

Mox:Youaregoingtoschoolbecauseyouarenot

sick.

Yama:Notfair.

Mox:Goeatyourbreakfastretsamaye.

Yama:BythewayIamalsogoingtoskipschool

whenIgetmyperiod.

Mox:Eemma!

AtTumi'sHouse

LolyateafruitlookingoutsideatTumi'scarstill

parkedoutside.



Loly:Isdadbackhome?Didhespendthenight?

Beth:Justeatthebusmightgethereanymoment.

Loly:Soyouarenolongergettingadivorce?

BethignoredherandfinisheddoingZoe'shair.

Beth:Thebusishere,gogo!

Thekidsgrabbedtheirbagsandleft.Shewentto

closethedoorthenshewenttotheshowerintheir

bedroom.Tumistoodbehindherandcuppedher

boo**kissingherneck.

Tumi:Callinsick.

Beth:Ican'tIaminvigilating.

Tumi:Babemma,Imissedyou.



Bethturnedtohimandsmiled.

Beth:Iwillseeyoulater.

Tumi:WellcanIhaveonefortheday.

Bethgiggledashepressedheragainstthewalland

raisedherleg.

LaterthatEvening

TsalakissedFlynandplayedwithhim.Shekissed

himagainandhuggedhim.

Marian:Somanykisses?

Tsala:Haha!Ijustmissedhim,Iforgothowit'slike

tohaveasmallbabykanaYamawenttoMmaMox

aleamonthold.Ididn'traiseher.

Marian:Yeah,shereallyhelpedyouakere.



Tsala:AlotandIwillforeverbegratefulforher.She

tookcareofmychildwithlove.

Marian:Yeah!

Tsala:WhenIgotoutofacomaIwastoldImight

neverbeabletowalkagain,nowIamwalkingandI

candriveagain.

Marian:It'sGod.

Tsala:It'sGod.Ihavenevertoldanyonethis,Ihada

dreamMamaapplyingoilonmystomachandon

myfeetandmassagingmylegs.WhenIwokeupI

startedfeelingmylegsandFlynkickedthewhole

day.(Tsalawipedhertears)I..Imessedupwith

MoemedisomuchIdon'tknowwheretostart

apologisingfrom.

Marian:Iamsorry.

Tsala:Ihurthim(Wipedhertears)Evenifhe

doesn'ttakemebackIjustwanthimtoforgiveme.

Heisanicepersonandhedoesn'tdeservewhatI

didtohim.

Marian:Thengoapologisetohim,pouryourheart



tohim

TsalawipedhertearsandsmiledatFlyn.She

huggedhimagainandrubbedhernoseinhis.

AtTumi'sHousethesameevening

Loly:Wowyoulookbeautifulwhereareyougoing?

Beth:Myhusbandistakingmeout.

Loly:Soyouarenolongergettingadivorce?

Beth:Kantewhoeversaidanythingaboutdivorce?

Loly:Eheemmasorry!

Tumicamefromtheroominawhitet-shirtand

blazer.

Tumi:Youreadytogo?



Beth:Yes!

Loly:AndAnaya?

Tumi:Sheisyoursisteryouwillseewhattodowith

her.

Loly:OkayIwillonlybabysitbecauseyouguyslook

cute.Letmetakeaphoto,hashtagdatenightwith

theLOML.

TumipulledBethintohimandlookedinhereyes,

Bethshylylookedaway.

Loly:Mamaaaa,lookathimmma.

BethsmiledlookingupatTumiandLolyclickeda

fewphotoswithheriPhone.

Loly:Yes!Youlookcuteguys,enjoy.It'saFriday

youcancomebackkaSundayifyoudon'tmind.



Beth:Heelanghahaha!

Loly:Havefun.Iwillsendyouthephotos.

Tumi:Lockup.

Shelockedthedoorafterthemandwenttowatch

TV.

AtMox'sHouse

MoxandRaticuddledonthesofawatchingTV

eatingpizzaandicecreamwhenYamacamefrom

thebathroomlimpingholdingasanitarypadwitha

tomatosauceplasteredonit.

Rati:EwwwYama!Ewwwyouaredisgustingsis.

Yama:DaddyIgotmyperiodtoo,IamsickIcan't

gotoschoolonMonday.



Moxfoundhimselflaughing,Tsalahadoncedone

thatwhenshewasscaredtodothedeeds.

Yama:AkerePapa,Iamnotgoingtoschoolon

Monday?

Mox:Youwouldn'tbeholdingitlikethatifitwas

realblood.Gothrowthatthingawayandyouare

goingtoschoolonMonday.

**

**

**Goodmorning
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ThesameEvening

Tsalasatinthebusbythewindowlookingoutside

asthebusleftMaun.Sheputonherheadsetsand

closedhereyesreadyforherjourney.

AlittleLater

Tumiparkedinfrontofthehouseandremovedhis

seatbelt.Bethremovedhersandasshewasabout

tostepoutofthecarTumigrabbedherhand.

Tumi:What'sthehurry?

Beth:I.

Tumi:Thekidsaresleeping.Comehere!

Heleanedoverandkissedherrubbingherthighand

slowlypullingupherdress.



Beth:Babe!

Tumi:Comeon.

Hesteppedoutofthecar,wentovertoBeth'sside

andopenedthedoor.Bethsteppedoutandhe

pinnedheragainstthecar.

Beth:Babe!

Tumi:Mmmh?

Beth:Thekidsmightseeus.

Tumi:Notheywon't.

Heturnedheraround,madeherbendonthe

passengerseatwithherlegsoutthenhepulledup

herdress,pulledherthongtothesideand*****.

Bethsuckedinherlipsandclosedhereyesasher



husbandfu***her.Sheheldontotheseattightlyas

herbuttclappedhardagainsthim.

AtSame'sHouse

Sameopenedtheguestbedroomwherehermother

wassleeping.

Same:Mama!

Ditshego:Yeah?

Same:Mywaterbroke.

Ditshego:Doyouhaveanypain?

Same:NoIdon'thaveanypainbutmywaterbroke.

Ditshego:Okaythenlet'sgotothehospital.

Ditshegogotchangedandtheypackedthebaby

thingsthencalledRomeo'sfriendwhodrovethem

tothehospital.



Ditshego:Howareyounow?

Same:Nopainsyet.

Ditshego:Okay!

TheFollowingMorning

Moxpickeduphisringingphoneandputon

loudspeaker.

Mox:Mmmh!

Tsala:Hi,youarestillsleeping?

Mox:(Lookedatthephonescreen)Yes,neoreng?

Tsala:GivemethedirectionstoyourhouseIamin

Jwaneng.

Mox:MmmhokayIwillpinyou.

Tsala:Sure.



Tsalahungupandputonalongsleevedmaxidress

andsandalsthenshegrabbedherbadandleft.

AttheHospital

Themidwiferemovedhisglovesandwrotedownon

Same'scard.

Midwife:Ithinkyouaregoingtogivebirtharound

bofourintheafternoonyouhaven'tstarteddilating.

Same:Okay!

HerphoneranganditwasRomeo.

Same:Hey!

Romeo:Hey,soisitagirloraboy?

Same:HahabareImightgivebirthlaterkabofourI



haven'tstarteddilatingyet.

Romeo:OhgreatthenIwillbethere.

Same:Okay!

Romeo:Staystrong.Iloveyou.

Same:Iloveyoumore!

ShehungupandstartedfrowningastheLabour

painsstarted.

AtTumi'sHouse

BethslowlyopenedhereyesandfoundTumi

lookingather.

Beth:Hahawhat?

Tumi:Youarebeautifuldoyouknowthat?

rememberthefirsttimewemeet?

Beth:Haha,yeah!



Tumi:Ihavenevermeetamorebeautifulwoman

likeyousince.

Beth:Haha!

Tumi:Iloveyou.

Beth:Iloveyoutoo.

Shekissedhimandtriedtogetoutofbed."Youare

alwaysinahurrywaitse"Tumisaidpullingherback

inbed.

Tumi:Weshouldgosomewhere,justyouandme.

Asinavacation.

Beth:Thekids?

Tumi:TheywillgotoTsala'sorJohn'soratmy

dad's.Don'tsayno.SayyesandIwillplan

everything.

Beth:Ithastobesomewherewithanocean.

Tumi:Okay!



Beth:Andlotsofsun.

Tumi:HowaboutJamaica?

Beth:Ohhhh,Jamaicaitisthen.WhenIwasyoungi

alwayswantedtogetmarriedtoaJamaicanman

withlongdreadsandthatJamaicanaccent.

Tumi:(InJamaicanaccent)WhagwanbabeIcanbe

Jamaicanifyouwantmeto.

Theybothlaughed.

Beth:Stophahaha!

AtMox'sHouse

MoxopenedthedoorforTsalaandshecamein

withbreakfastoffatcakes,potatochipsand

menoto(chickenfeet).



Tsala:Hi!

Mox:Weekendswenormallysleepuntilbotenor

eleven.

Tsala:Youcangobacktobed.

Mox:Youwanttojoinme?

Tsalasmiledandwenttothekitchen,sheputthe

foodonthekitchencounterthenshewenttothe

girlsbedroomandknocked.Sheknockedafew

timesthenRaticametounlock."Mummy"she

screamedandjumpedonTsala.

Rati:Youarehere?

Tsala:ItoldyouIwascoming.

TheywentinsideandTsalashookYama.Yama

openedhereyesandsmiledatTsala.



Yama:Amidreaming?

Ratipinchedher."Ouch"Yamasaidrubbingherarm.

Rati:Seeyouarenotdreaming.

Yamahuggedhermum.

Rati:WhereisFlyn?

Tsala:HeisatMaun,wakeupguysitsalmostten.I

broughtbreakfast.

Thegirlsputontheirgownsandwenttothekitchen.

Moxstoodbythedoorlookingatthem.

Rati:Dadaren'tyougoingtoeat?



Hewentinsideandtookonefatcake.

Yama:Nowwearearealfamilyagain.

Tsala:Wehavealwaysbeenafamily.

Rati:DaddyhaveyoueverseenFlyn,heiscutehe

lookslikeyou.

Yama:Yes!

Rati:Hehastwodimplesandhehassofthair.

MoxlookedatTsala.Sheopenedthefridgetoget

milkandMoxclosedthedoorforher.

Tsala:Thanks!

Mox:Oabilengwanake?

Tsala:You..

TherewasaknockatthedoorandMoxwentto

open.Gloriacameinwithherfather.



Mox:Dumelang!

Helookedatthebigtwosuitcases.

RraGloria:Itoldyoutostayawayfrommychildand

youdidn't,nowyouthinkyoucanchaseherwhile

sheiscarryingyourchild?Never,here.Sheisyour

responsibilitynow.

MoxlookedatTsalawhowasstandingbythedoor.

**

**

**Goodnight
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RraGloria:Itoldyoutostayawayfrommychildand

youdidn't,nowyouthinkyoucanchaseherwhile

sheiscarryingyourchild?Never,here.Sheisyour

responsibilitynow.

MoxlookedatTsalawhowasstandingbythedoor.

RraGlorialeftslammingthedoorbehindhim.Gloria

foldedherarmsandlookedatMoxthenatTsala

thenshepulledhersuitcasestothebedroom.Mox

followedherandclosedthedoor.

Mox:Hi,whydidn'tyoutellmeyou..

Gloria:Iwasn'tgoingtotellyouanythingmydad

foundoutandheforcedmetocomehere.

Mox:Howfar?

Gloria:Idon'tknowIusedacheappregnancytester



Ihaven'twenttotheDoctoryet.

Mox:Butwealwaysusedprotection..(puthis

handsonhishead)It'sfine.

HewentbacktothekitchenwhereitwasonlyTsala

drinkingtea.

Tsala:Ihopeyoudon'tmindIwouldliketotakethe

girlsout.

Mox:Sure!

Noonesaidanything.Gloriacameinandopened

thefridgetakingoutjuiceandpouredinaglass.

Gloria:Aren'tyougoingtointroduceus?

Mox:I..

Gloria:(Extendedherhand)IamGloria,his

girlfriendandsoontobebabymama.



Tsala:Ohnicetomeetyou,Tsala!

Gloria:Oh,nicetomeetyoutoo.

Tsalastoodup.

Tsala:Letmegocheckonthegirls.

Sheexcusedherself.GlorialookedatMoxand

sippedonherdrink.

Gloria:Howhaveyoubeen?

Mox:Shapo!

Gloria:Oh!That'sgreat!

Mox:Excusemeforasecond.

Hewenttothegirlsbedroomandpumpedinto

Tsalainthepassagecomingfromthebathroom.



Mox:Hey!

Tsala:Iam.

Moxopenedthebathroomdoorandpulledher

inside,hepinnedheragainstthedoorandkissed

her."Moxstop"shepushedhimbackopenedthe

doorandwenttothegirlsbedroomthenafew

minuteslatertheyleft.

ThatAfternoonattheHospital

Samebentherbackwithhereyesclosedthenshe

satonthebedagainbreathinginandout

continuously.TheMidwifecameinandcheckedher

thenshelookedatthetime.

Midwife:Iwillcomeseeyouinfifteenminutes.

Same:ButI..Icanfeelitcoming.



Midwife:Hahatrytotakebreathingexercisesand

walkaround.

Sameknodherheadandthemidwifeleft.

AtTumi'sHouse

BethandTumicuddledonthesofawatchinga

movie.TumiplayedwithBeth'sshorthairthenhe

kissedherhead.Bethlookedupathimandsmiled.

Tumi:WabonahowhappyImakeyou,mmeneo

nkgana!(butyourefusedtobemygirlfriend)

Beth:Hahaha!

Tumi:ItwasthefirsttimeagirlsaidnotomesoI

madeitamissiontoaccomplish.

Beth:Hahagirlsthrewthemselvesatyoubecause

youalwayshadmoneyfromsellingwee*.



Tumi:Hahaha!Thatwasonegoodbusiness.Now

thatIamafatherIwouldki**anyonewhosells

wee*tomykids.

Beth:Haha!Rememberourfirstnight?

Tumi:Hahaha!

Beth:Wenaaa!Youtrickedmekana.

Tumi:ButImarriedyouakere.

Beth:YousaidgaokakewatsenyanextthingIam

feelingallthispainthenthreemothslaterIam

pregnant.Iwasinpraiseandworshipkana,doyou

knowhowembarrassingitwastodropout.

Tumi:Sorrybabe!Gapeyouwerenotthatgoodofa

singer.

Beth:What?

Shepunchedhimandtheybothlaughed.

Beth:Iwasgood.



Tumi:Noyouwerenot,actuallythewholegroup

wasbad.

Beth:Mxmhaha,(Sighed)butitworkedoutinthe

end.

Tumi:Akere!

Hekissedher.

Beth:IamsorryIcouldn'tgiveyouaboy,I..

Tumi:Sorryforwhat?Babeyougavemefour

beautifulgirlsandIappreciateyouforthat.It

doesn'tmatterifwedon'thaveaboy.

Beth:Really?

Tumi:Really!RetaikutusaaboykaFlynakerehis

fatherabandonedhim.

Beth:ThewayFlynlookslikehisfather,howdoyou

abandonyourcopylikethat.

Tumi:Heisgoingtoregretit.Youknowgrowingup

MmaTumialwaystoldusgorenomatterwhat,don't



abandonyourchild.

Beth:Andyouarethegreatestfatherinthewhole

wideworldyouknowthatakere?

Bethhuggedhimandlookedaround."Areyousure

welocked?"sheaskedkissingTumi'sneck.

AtMox'sHouse

MoxandSetsosatoutsidedrinkingbeereating

meat.Moxopenedanotherbeerandsighed.

Setso:Maybeit'sasighthatyouandTsalaarenot

meanttobe.Youhavetoforgetaboutherandmove

on,maybeGloriaisyoursoulmate.

Mox:Nosheisnot,wewerehavingfun,Ienjoyed

hercompanyandshehelpedmewiththekids.It

wasn'tmeanttocomethisfar.

Setso:Sowhatnow?



Mox:Idon'tknowman.

Hefinishedhisbeerandwentinsidethehouseto

getanotheroneandGloriawasspeakingEnglish

withsomeoneonthephone.

Gloria:Butyousaidyouwillhavethemtoday,Ineed

those..

ShestoppedtalkingassoonasshesawMox.

Gloria:Byemyfriendwewilltalk.

Moxdidn'tsayanything,hetookabeerandwent

backoutside.Thegateopenedandataxidrove

insidewithTsalaandthegirls,shepaidandtookall

theirstuffinsidethehouse.



SetsoandMoxwalkedin."Ihaven'tseenyouin

years"SetsosaidgoinginforahugandTsala

huggedhimback.

Tsala:Longtimeakere.

Setso:Verylong.

Mox:Moreclotheswhenyoucan'ttakecareofthe

onesyoualreadyhave.IpromisedmyselfIwas

onlygoingtogetyouclotheskaDecemberfor

Christmas.

Tsala:Canwetalk?

Theywalkedoutside,TsalasatdownandMox

leanedagainstthewall.

Tsala:Iwanttoapologiseforeverything.(Sighed)I

hurtyou,wehadaverygoodthinggoingonandI

messedthatuppleaseforgivemeforcausingyou

pain.IfIhadthepowertochangethepastIwould

becauseIlostyou.Fromthebeginningofour



relationshipwehavehurteachotheralotbutwe

alwaysfoundawaybacktoeachotherbut

everythinghasanend(Crying)Ashardasitisfor

metoletgoofmyfeelingsIknowit'sforthebest,

bestforyouandforme.Gloriaseemslikeanice

personIwishyouguysallthebest.

Moxswallowedhard.

Tsala:Iwishwecanbefriendsbecauseyoumeana

lottomeand..

Mox:IsFlynmine!

Tsalashookherhead.Moxheldhisbreaththenhe

breathedinhishandsandturnedaroundthenhe

turnedtoTsala.

Tsala:LikeweagreedIwillbetakingthegirlsnext

yeartocomestaywithme.



Mox:Yeah!

Tsala:Thanks!

Shewipedhertearsandwentbackinsidethehouse.

Moxremainedoutsideforafewminutesthenhe

wentbackinside.

AttheHospital

Samegaveonelastpushwithhereyesclosedand

sheheardherbabycrying.

Midwife:Sheishere,congratulationsmummyitsa

girl.

Theywipedthebabyandcutthecordthenthey

handedherovertoSame.Shelookedatherbaby

thenattheMidwife.



Same:Why,whyisshelikethis?

**

**
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2MonthsLater

Tsalascreamedintothepillowandgrabbedthe



sheetstightly.Sheopenedhermouthwideopen

anddidn'tletoutanysound,shefelthertoescurl

andMox'sbal**slappedhernunuashewentfaster

andfaster,hespan**herbu**,grabbedontoher

waistandgaveherthreedeepstrokesbeforehe

filledherup."Aarrrg"heroaredlikeavictoriousbear

andkissedherback.Tsalafellonherstomachwith

herlegsshakingandhefellontopofher.

Theyremainedlikethatbothbreathingheavilyand

onlythesoundoftheheavyraindropsfallingonthe

roofingcouldbeheard.AfterafewminutesMox

pulledoutandreachedforacleantowel.Tsala

turnedaroundandlaidonherback.

ShewatchedMoxwalktothetabletogetaglassof

waterandthesightwaspleasing,hehaddimples

justabovehisbutt.Heturnedaroundandhisstill

er**Dlookedherintheeyes.

Tsalafoundherselfsmiling,shewouldbethefirst



toadmitMoxwasnotthemosthandsomemanshe

knewbuthewasdamnsexy.Nowsheunderstood

whatthehypeabouttallanddarkwasabout.

Shegotoutofbedandwalkedtohim.Shestepped

onhertoesandwrappedherarmsaroundhisneck.

Tsala:Doyouhavetogo?

Mox:Mmmmh!

Tsala:Idon'twantyoutogo.

Shekissedhim,Moxpickedherupandpinnedher

againstthewall.

Mox:Youwantsomemore?

TsalagiggledanddirectedhisDinhernunu.



ThesameMorning

Samefoldedthebabyclothesthensheturnedand

lookedatherbabygirlpeacefullysleeping.She

kissedherandtouchedhersofthair,shewas

beautiful."ThankGodshelooksnothinglikeMox"

shethoughttoherselfthenshecontinuedfolding

theclothes.

Romeovideocalledandshesmiledpickingup.

Same:It'srainingyoumightnothearme.

Romeo:Howaremytwofavouritegirlsdoing?

Same:Wearegood,sheissleepingakereyouknow

gorewhenitrainsshesleepsallday.

Romeo:Yeah,Imissyouguys.

Same:WemissyoutooDaddy!

Romeo:Ican'twaitforyoutocallmedaddyina

sexyvoice.



Same:Hahaha,twomoremonths.

Romeo:Babeyouarekillingme.

Same:Hahaha!Bepatientrra.

Romeosighed.

Romeo:Iwillbe.

AtTumi'sHouse

Bethlookedatthetwolinesonthepregnancystick

andsighed.ShewenttothebedroomwhereTumi

wasandthrewitathim.Tumismiledandlookedup

ather.

Beth:Thereisnothingtobehappyabout.Idon't

wantanotherbaby,Anayaisnotevenayearold

Tumi:Childrenareablessing.



Beth:Youarenottheonewhofallspregnant,walks

aroundwithabigstomachandhavetopushthe

babyoutofyournunu.

Shesatonthebedandbreathedinherhands.

Beth:AfterthisbabyIamtyingmytubes,noIam

removingmywomb.

Tumi:Babewaitsemmeitsyourfault,whydidyou

havetolooksosexyinJamaica.

Bethfoundherselfsmilingthenshethrewthepillow

atTumi.

AtTsala'sHouse

AllthekidsformedalineinthekitchenasLolyand

Yamadishedforthem.InthesittingroomRatifeed

AnayaandFlyn.Mmoloki'sdaughtercamewithher



breakfastandsatdownnexttoherlittlebrother.

Issa:Whohasn'teaten?

Noonesaidanything.Shepointedatallthekids

countingthemandwenttothekitchen.

Sixkidsareeating,Ratigotherfood,thebabiesare

eatingtoosoitmeansit'sjustuswhohaven'teaten.

Yama:AndTsalaandDaddy.

Issa:Iyooothereisnofoodleftforthem.

Shetookherfoodandwenttothesittingroom.

TsalaandMoxcamefromthebedroom.



Tsala:Bathongisthisadaycarecenter?

MoxpickedupFlynwhohadsoftporridgeallover

him.

Mox:Kantewhat'sgoingonwithhishair?

Tsala:Retshophadreads.

Mox:Aehaha,monnaObonwakaletwadi.

Hekissedhimandputhimbackonhishighchair.

Mox:GuysIwillseeyouintwoweeks.

Yama:Bye!

Tsalawalkedhimoutside.

Tsala:TsamayaOyegobetswa.



Mox:Mxmhaha.

Hekissedherandgotinhiscar.Herolleddownthe

windowandwinkedatherthenhereversedoutof

theyard.

LaterthatAfternoon

ZoecamerunningwithTsala'sringingphoneand

gaveher.

Tsala:Thanks!(Pickedup)Hello!

Gloria:Stayawayfrommyman.

Tsala:Uhu!Atthistimeandage?

Shewalkedtowardsthegate.

Tsala:WhoisyourmanAusi?



Gloria:StopusingthekidsasanexcuseforMoxto

comethereeveryweekend.

Tsala:Whydon'tyouusewhatyougottomakehim

notcomehere?

Gloria:Heee,Don'tsayIdidn'twarnyou,kids

dissappearalotthesedaysandtheynevercome

back.

Tsala:Areyouthreateningmewithmykids.

Gloria:Don'tsayIdidn'twarnyou.

**

**

BONUS
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Gloria:Heee,Don'tsayIdidn'twarnyou,kids

dissappearalotthesedaysandtheynevercome

back.

Tsala:Areyouthreateningmewithmykids.

Gloria:Don'tsayIdidn'twarnyou.

TsalahungupanddialedMoxbuthisnumberdidn't

gothrough.Shewentbacktowherethekidswere

typingansmsforMox.

Loly:Auntyareyouokay?

Tsala:Iamfine.

Flyncrawledtoherallmuddyfromplayingwithwet

soil,shepickedhimupandkissedhiswetlips.

Tsala:Mmmhstopeatingsoilwena.



IssaandRaticamefromthehousewithlunch.

Tsala:Weareeatingagain?Didn'twejusthave

breakfastanhourago?

Yama:It'salmostthree.

Tsala:Uhu!

ShestoodupgoingtothehousesendingMoxa

voicenote.

LaterthatEvening

Mox'scarparkedoutsideandGloriacameoutof

thehousewithherhandsfolded."Hey"Moxsaid

takingouthisbagandclosedthedoor.

Gloria:SoyouaregoingtogotoMaunevery



weekendyouarenotworking?Youdon'teventell

megoreyouaregoing.

Mox:YouwerenothomegapeIdidn'tgotoMaun.

Gloria:Oh,Idon'thaveaphone?

Mox:Ididn'thaveairtimegapennaIdon'treportto

you.

Gloria:YouwenttoseeTsala?

Mox:IsaidIdidn'tgotoMaungapeevenifIdidgo

toMaunmykidsarethere.

Gloria:Whatabouttheonehere?Youdon'tcare

abouthim?

Mox:Youwantustogetinanotherfightakere,nnaI

amtiredoffightingtota.Whydoyouactlikemy

girlfriendwhenyouarenot.

Hewalkedpastherandwentinsidethehouse.

Gloriafollowedhimtothebedroom.Moxtookout

hiscleanoverallsandputonthebed.



Gloria:SowhatamItoyou?

Mox:GloriaItoldyouIstartedseeingsomeone

whenwebrokeup,Ican'tjustbreakupwiththat

personbecauseyouareback.YouandIdon'tsleep

inthesameroom,wehaveneverhadse*eversince

youcameback,Ihaven'tkissedyou.Isthata

relationship?

Gloria:..

Mox:Iamtryingtokeeppeacebetweenus,Idon't

tellyouwhereIgobecauseIknowyouaregoingto

beupsetanditwillaffectthechild.Youhaveto

acceptthatweareoverandmoveon.

Gloria:Moemediyoucan'tgetmepregnantandtell

metomoveon,moveontowhere?

Moxignoredhimandwenttothekitchen."You

shouldhavetoldmeyoudon'twanthisbabyfrom

thebeginningIwouldhavehadanabortion"Gloria

saidfromoutsidethedoor.Moxignoredherand

openedhismessagesthenhecalledTsala.



Tsala:Hello!

Mox:Wareshedidwhat?

Tsala:Shethreatenedtomakemykidsdissappear.

"Kidsdissappearallthetimeandtheynevercome

back"thosewereheraxactwords.

Mox:Elegorewheredidshegetyournumber?You

knowwhatdon'tworryshewon'tdoanything.

Tsala:Don'tcomehereuntilyouhavebrokenup

withher.

Mox:BabemothoyoandIarenottogether,I..

Tsala:ImeanitMox.

Shehunguponhim.Moxtookadeepbreathand

wentoutside.

Mox:YoucalledTsalaandthreatenedtohavethe

kidsdissappear?



Gloria:Givememoneyforabortion.Ifyouarelike

thisduringpregnancyitshowsmegoreyouarenot

goingtobeagoodfather.

Mox:Youknowwhat?

Hewentbackinsideandgothisphone.

Mox:Howmuch?

Gloria:FivethousandPula!

Moxsentherthemoney,itreportedinherphone

thenshewenttopackherclothesandleft.

Dayslater..

TsaladroppedTumi'skidsbythegateandwaited

untiltheywereinsidethenshedroveoff.



Zoe:HeywearebacktothisboringplaceIwishwe

canstayatAunt'shouseforever.

Tumi:LennaIwishyoustayedforever.

HetookAnayafromLoly.

Issa:Canwemovethere?

Beth:What'sfunthere?

Loly:Everything,wecangoout,thereisnocurfew.

Wecanplaymusicoutloudandeatwhateverwe

want,Aunttookusshoppingtoo.

Beth:Boitaolo!

Tumi:WhereisyourAunt?

Loly:Shehadtogotoworkshewasalreadylate.

Dadcanyoulikebuildherabiggerhouseandwe

movethere?

Tumi:BelievemeIamtemptedto.



Beth'sPhonerangfromthebedroom.

Beth:Hello!

Mahlo:Hithekidsarrivedyesterdaymma.Waitse

bongwanakebatsebileitshowsgoretheywere

bathingthemselves.

Beth:Obviouslyshedidn'tbaththem,evenher

youngestOthapisiwaketheoldersisters.

Mahlo:IyooonoIjustwantedtotellyougoremy

kidshavelostcolour,theotheroneisgrey.

Beth:Hahahaha!Shapomma!

Tumicameinthebedroom.

Beth:Mahloarethekidshavelostcolouroneis

grey.Goraagoretheywerebathingthemselves.

Tumi:Tsalawassupposedtoknockofftired,cook

andbathtenkids?



Beth:I..

Tumi:ItoldyouIdon'tlikeyourfriendshipwith

Mahlo.Ineverhearyouguystalkingaboutanything

productivegorelet'sstartabusinessorstockvel.

Everydaykemaakaletshele.

Beth:Uhuuu!

Tumiclosedthedooronhiswayout.

AtMox'slaterthatEvening

MoxlaidonthesofagoingthroughhisFacebook.

HegotanotificationthatSetsohadtaggedhim.It

wasinaphotothatwasfromapreviouseventheld

onSundayevening.AphotoofGloriadressedina

croptopandbaggypantsholdingabeer.

ImmediatelySetso'scallcamethrough.



Mox:HeyMan.

Setso:Uhu,Ithoughtyousaidsheispregnant.

Mox:Heydon't..

Thedoorbellrang.

Mox:Letmecallyouinafew.

HewenttoopenthedooranditwasGloriawithher

bags.

Gloria:TheDoctorarehecan'tdoanabortion

becausethebabyisbigandit'sariskforme.

**

**
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Gloria:TheDoctorarehecan'tdoanabortion

becausethebabyisbigandit'sariskforme.

Moxchuckledandopenedthedoorforher.She

pickedupherbagandslowlywalkedin.Moxwent

tositdownandloweredtheTVvolume.

Gloria:Areyoumadatme?

Mox:Nowhy?



Gloria:Nothing.

Shewenttoputherbaginthekidsbedroomwhere

sheslept.

Gloria:Areyouhungry?

Mox:No!

Gloria:Okay!

Shesatdownandneitherofthemsaidanything.

Gloriarubbedherstomachthenshestoodupand

wenttothekitchen,shedranktwolitresofwater

andwenttothesittingroom.

Gloria:Hejustkickeddoyouwanttotouch?

ShetookMox'shandandputonherstomach.



Gloria:Ihopeit'saboyakerewealreadyhavetwo

girls.

Mox:Whenareyougoingtoregisterthepregnancy?

Gloria:Oh,Iwillgotomorrow.

Mox:Okay!

Hestoodupandwenttohisbedroom.

AtTsala'sHouse

RatiputFlynonthecarseat,Tsalacamewithhis

diaperbagandthrewitonthefrontseat.

Tsala:Bunahareshewillbehereinafewminutes,

makesureyou..

Rati:Yourepeatthesamethingeveryday,lockthe

backdoorandsetthealarm,closeallwindows,

don't..



Tsala:Hahahamxm!YamaIamgoing.

Shesaidgettinginhercaranddroveoff.Ratiwent

tothehousewhereYamawaswatchingTV.She

wentstraighttothebedroomandopenedthelast

pageofhermathsbookwhereshehadwritten

downKesego'snumber.Shedidn'tknowifshewas

thesameKesegoMmaMoxalwayswhisperedwas

hermotherornotbutshegotthenumberfrom

Mox'sphone.Sheclosedthebookandlaidonthe

bedreadingasciencetextbook.

TheFollowingMorning

GloriagotoutofbedandopenedthedoorforMox.

Mox:Hey,getreadykegodropebytheclinic.

Gloria:Okay!



Moxlookedatherstomachinthetopthatshewas

wearinganditwasflat,muchsmallerthan

yesterday.

Gloria:Iwillbedoneintenminute.

AtTsala'sHouse

RatigotreadyforschoolandwentintoTsala's

roomwithhertie.

Tsala:Ican'tbetyingyourtieeverydaywhenare

yougoingtolearntodoitonyourown?

ShesaidfixingtieonRati'sneck."Tsalahaveyou

seenmyshoes?"Yamaaskedfromthebedroom.

Tsala:Behindthecouch!



Yama:Ohheretheyare!

Tsala:Whenyouleavelockformeandthrowthe

keyinbythewindow.

Rati:Madi?

Tsala:Madiaeng?

Rati:Sometimes..

Tsala:Ican'tbuyyoumopakoandgiveyoumoney

atthesametime,youhavetochoosewhichis

which?

Rati:Money!

Tsalagaveherfivepula.Shelookedatherthenat

herhand.

Rati:Justfivepula?

Tsala:Yesjustfivepula.

Rati:Noonegetsfivepulathesedays,icecreamis

notevenfivepula.



Tsala:TakeitorleaveitIdon'thavemoney.

Yamacamein.

Yama:Thebusishere!

Rati:Canyoulentmeanotherfivepulathen?

Tsalagaveheranotherfivepula."Byeloveyou"she

saidrunningoutside.Sheheardthemlockthedoor

andthrewthekeyinsidethehouse.Shepulledup

thecoverandrestedherheadonthepillowuntilshe

fellasleep.

AtJwaneng

MoxdroppedGloriabythegatethenhedroveoff

goingtowork.Shebitherlowerlipnervousgoing



insidetheClinic.Shesatdownandrubbedher

handstogether.Herliewasfinallycatchingupwith

her.Herstomachwasstillflat,andMoxwouldn't

sleepwithher.Shehadnootherplanbuttocome

cleannow.Shestayedforafewminutesthenshe

leftgoingtoherparentshouse.

LaterthatAfternoon

BethreversedintoRraTumi'syardandsteppedout

talkingtothephone."Okaynoshapowewilltalk"

shehungupandwenttoGreetRraTumiwhowas

sittinginfrontofthehousereadingherBible.

RraTumi:Leteng?

Beth:Eerra!

RraTumi:EelennaIjustarrivedfromthecattlepost.

Beth:Eerra,Ibroughtgroceriesandtoiletries.



RraTumihelpedhertaketheminsidethehouse.

Beth:WhereisMmaG?

RraTumi:SheisbathingFlyn.

MariancamefromthebedroomwithFlyn'sbathtub

andwenttoemptythewaterinsidethetoilet.

Beth:HestillstayswithyouIthoughtshestayswith

Tsala.

Marian:Hedoes,shenormallytakeshiminthe

morningIdon'tknowwhysheislatetoday.

Beth:Doesshepayyou?

Marian:Aono,I..

Beth:Sheshould,youaretheonewhodoesthe

mostwork,ifshesentFlyntoadaycareshewould

bepayingboonepointfiveamonth.

RraTumi:Youarerightkanagompienoyoucan'tdo



yourthingsbecauseyouarealwayshomewithFlyn.

Mariankeptquietandwenttothebedroom.

IntheEvening

MoxtriedGloria'snumberagainwithnoluck,hegot

inhiscaranddrovetoherhouse.

AtRraTumi's

TsalacarriedFlyntothehousewhereMarianand

RraTumiwerewatchingTV.Flynraisedhishands

excitedtoseehisGrandfather.

RraTumi:Mona,IamgoneaweekandwhenIcome

backyouareagrownupman.



FlynpointedattheTV.

Tsala:Dumelang,bathongIamlateIwillseeyou

tomorrowmorning.

RraTumiandMarianlookedateachotherlikethey

hadsomethingtosay.

Tsala:What?

Marian:Nothingyoucango.

Tsala:OKbye!

Sheleft.

RraTumi:Keengyouarescaredofher?

Marian:No,whatkindofaparentwillIbetoask

Tsalatopaymefortakingcareofherson.Onema

fivehundredshegivesmeaftereverytwomonths



areenough

AtGloria'sHouse

MoxknockedonthedoorandGloria'smother

openedthedoor.Theyexchangedgreetingsandhe

lethiminside.

Mox:IsGloriahereIhavebeentryinghernumber

andit'snotgoingthrough.

MmaGlo:Iwillgetherforyou.

ShewenttogetGloriathensheexcusedthem.

Gloriafoldedherarmsandsatdown.

Mox:Andthenyourphone?

Gloria:Ihadamiscarriage.

Mox:What?



Gloria:WhenIfoundoutyouwereseeingTsala

behindmyback.IwassostressedIhada

miscarriagethatweekendyouleftanddidn'tcome

backuntilMonday.IwantedtotellyoubutIwas

scaredyouweregoingtoleaveme.

Mox:Butwearenottogether.Iamreallysorryyou

hadtogothroughitalone.

Gloria:(Crying)IthoughtmaybeIwillfallpregnant

againifyousleptwithme.

Mox:..

Gloria:Iamdonelyingtoyou.Pleaseforgiveme..

Mox:No,comehere!

Hehuggedherandwipedhertears.

Mox:Iamsosorrythatyouwentthroughsomuch

painalone,Iamsosorry.

Gloriacriedoutloud.Moxswallowedhardandlet



goofher.

Mox:Iamreallysorry.

Gloriawipedhertears.

Mox:Iamsorry!

Gloria:It'sfine.YoucangobewithTsalanowour

childwasasacrifice.

Mox:Don'tsaythat.

Gloria:ButIwantyoutoknowthatyouwillnever

findsomeoneasloyalandlovesyoulikeIdo.

Mox:.

Shestoodup.

Mox:MaybeIcanpayforyoutostudysomething.I

knowitwon'tmakeyoubetterbutIwillfeelbetter



knowinggoreatleastIdidn'twasteyourlife,please

don'tsayno.AnycertificateordiplomacourseIwill

payforit.

Gloria:Givemethemoneytostartabusiness

instead.

Mox:Whatkindofbusiness?

Gloria:Iwanttoorderclothesandshoes,wigs

onlineandsell.

Mox:Doesithaveprofit?Youhavetopayforthem

tocomeherekana.

Gloria:Thereisprofitbutnotalot.

Mox:Idon'thavemoneyhowmuchareyougoingto

need?(Hewantedtoaskaboutthefivethousandhe

gavehertheothertimebutdecidednotto)

Gloria:Maybeseventhousand,eight?

Mox:CanIgiveyoumonthend?

Gloria:Okay!

Moxstoodupandleft.Gloriaclosedthedoor



behindhimandsighedrelieved.Shewentthrough

herscreenshotsandsmiledlookingatascreenshot

ofanIPhoneshealwayswanted.

Outside

Moxstayedinhiscarforafewminutesthenhe

drovehome.Herestedhisheadbackandclosed

hiseyesthenhepickeduphisphoneanddialed

Tsala.

Tsala:Hey!

Mox:Hey,IjustcamefromGloria'shouse.Areshe

hadamiscarriageabouttwomonthsago.

Tsala:What?

Mox:Yeahandshewasscaredtotellme.

Tsala:Thenwhydidshetellyoutoday?

Mox:Iguessshewastiredoflyingandpretending

tobepregnant.WetalkedandIofferedtopayfor



herschoolbutarekemofemadiabusiness

instead.

Tsala:Oh,okay!

Mox:AreyoumadthatIamgivinghermoney?

Tsala:Anywomanwouldbe.

Mox:Apartfromherbeingcrazyandinsecureshe

wasthereformewhenIwasgoingthroughthe

most.Shewasthereformykids,madesurethey

ate,theywenttoschoolclean,shereallytookcare

ofus.

Tsala:..

Mox:WearefreetobetogethernowIjustwantto

askifthisiswhatwereallywantorit'stheideaof

beingafamilythatwearetogether.Tsalawehave

beenthroughshittogether,youtookcareofmeand

mykidswhenIhadnothing,youlovemydaughter

likesheisyours.IwanttobethatfathertoFlynbut

Iaminsecure.IamscaredgorewhatifIgetmy

hopesupfornothing.



Tsalawipedhertearsandsniffed.

Mox:IneverwanttofindmyselfinapositionIwas

in,insecurekaanotherman.

Tsala:Imadeamistake!IfIcouldgobackintimeI

wouldn'trepeatthesamemistakeImade.Ilivewith

regreteveryday.MyscarsandmySonarea

constantreminderofmymistakes,Iwanttobea

betterpersonnotjustformebutforyou.Iwantto

beabettergirlfriendandmother.

Mox:Iwanttoknowifyoureallywantustobe

together,doyouwantthistowork?

Tsala:(Crying)Ido.Iwanttoearnbackyourtrust.I

knowitsgoingtotakemealongtimebutgiveme

timetoprovemyself.

4YearsLater..

**



**
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4YearsLater..

Tsalascreamedoutloudandeveryoneintheward

lookedather"OhmyGod"shewentoutsidestill

lookingatherphone.Shecoveredhermouthcrying

andsatdowndialingMoxbuthisnumberdidn't

comethrough.ShetookascreenshotofRati's

resultsandsenthimonWhatsApp.



Nurse:Heelahlemmaareyouokay?

Tsala:Yes!

Sheshowedhertheresults.

Nurse:Ididn'tknowyouhadachildObalangform

five.

Tsala:Idon't,shewrotelemaformfivebutshewas

doingformfour.

Nurse:What!AndshegotstraightAstars?Wow!

Tsala:Iamshaking,shedidn'texpectthis,shewas

worriedaboutPhysicsbutkeyeshegotAstar.

Nurse:Wow,iyoocongratulations,isshehappy?

Tsala:Shehasn'tseentheresultsshejustasked

metocheckforhergaanaphone.

Nurse:Wehavetodosomethingforhermmashe

didwell.

Tsala:Akere.



ShedialedBeth'snumber.

AtTsala'sHouse

ThetaxidroppedoffFlynandherantothehouse

whereRatiwassittingonthestooppaintinghertoe

nails.

Flyn:TodayIbroughtyouanapple.

Rati:Thanksbaby,gotakeoffyouruniformandput

ontheclothesyouworeyesterday.

Flynwentinsidethehousetochange.Beth'scar

parkedbythegateandLolysteppedout.She

wantedtocongratulateherandtellhertheresults

butshewastoldnotto.



Loly:Yamonyana,theresultsareoutkana!

Rati:MmaIamsoscaredIaskedMamatocheck

forme,Ithinkshedidn'tcallbecauseIdidbad.

Loly:Maybesheisbusy.Iamgoingtodomynails

youwanttocomewithme?

Rati:Areyoupaying?

Loly:Yes!

"Flyn"Raticalledoutexcitedlygoingintothehouse,

shechangedintoshortsandacroptop,shemade

FlynwearaJeanandawhiteteetoomatchingher

thentheyleftwithLoly.

AtSame'sHouse

SameparkedinfrontofthehouseandDoveopened

thedoor,sherantothehousewhereRomeowas

watchingTV."Daddy"shejumpedonRomeoand

Romeokissedher,hestoodupwithherandthrew



herintheair,shegiggledenjoyingit."AgainDaddy"

shesaidwithherlittlesoftvoice,Romeothrewher

upagainandshelaughed.

Same:ShewasexcitedwhenItoldhershewas

goingtofindyouhome.

Dove:OnemoretimeDaddy.

Romeo:Ketsilegolwalasethabi.

Hethrewheruphigherthatthefirsttimethen

caughther.

Romeo:OkaynowIamtired.

SamewatchedthemasDovetookouthersnacks

fromherbagandgaveRomeo.

Dove:Heredaddyforyou.



Same:Butyouneverbringmeanything.

Dove:Theyareinthekitchen.

RomeoandSamelaughed.Sametouchedherchest.

Same:Ihaveacceptedgoreshelovesyoumore

thanme.

Romeo:Girlslovetheirdad'smorethantheir

mothers.Wabonawhyweshouldhaveanother

babymaybeitwillbeaboyandyouknowboyslove

theirmothersmorethantheirdads.

Sameletoutafadesmileandwenttothebedroom.

RomeofollowedherwithDoveonhisshoulders.

Romeo:Ornot?

Same:BabeyouknowIamnotproducingenough

eggs.It'snotlikeIdon'twanttogiveyouanother

child,I..



Romeo:IamsorryIdidn'tmeantogetyouupset.

Comehere!

Hekissedher.

Romeo:IfGodgaveusonebabythenit'sfine,it's

betterthannothingakere.

Same:Yeah!

Romeo:Iloveyou.

Same:Iloveyoutoo.

Romeo:ChangeIwanttotakeyouguyssomewhere.

AttheSaloon

Ratiadmiredherselfinthemirror,shelooked

beautifulwithanewhairstyle."Thankshlemma"

sheturnedtoLolywhowasbusyonherphone.



Rati:KarethankyoutheemmaIlookverybeautiful.

Loly:Youarewelcome.

Rati:WeshouldgobeforeMumknocksoffandit's

gettingdark.

Loly:No,um..Iwanttobuyatop,let'sgotothe

shopandbuy.

Rati:Okay,let'sgoFlyn.

Shepickedupherlittlebrotherandtheywenttothe

othershop.Lolygotbusyonherphonewalking

aroundwithoutchoosinganythingtobuy.

Rati:Areyougoingtobuyorwearegoingtowalk

arounddoingnothing.

Loly:Ohsorry,youcanchooseforyourselftoo,

anythingyouwant.

Rati:Loly!



Lolyturnedtoher.

Rati:Doyouhaveasugardaddy?

Loly:Whatnohahaha!

Rati:Thenwheredoyougetallthismoneytospoil

me,youpaidformynailsandhairnowyouare

buyingmeclothes?

Loly:Relaxmydadisrich!

Shereceivedacall.

Loly:Okaygreat!

ShehungupandturnedtoRati.

Loly:Let'spayandgohome.



AtTsala'sHouse

Thefood,presentsanddecowereallset.Tsala

wenttoshower.Bethcamewiththekidsandthey

parkedbehindthehouse.Tumilaterarrivedthen

John.

TheschoolbusdroppedYamaandshewalkedto

thehouse.Shegreetedeveryoneandcalledout

Tsala"Mama"shesaidgoingtothebedroom.

Tsala:GetdressedRatimightarriveanyminute

fromnow.

Yama:What'sgoingon?

Tsala:Shepassed,everythingwithAstar.

Yama:Ohwow!

Tsala:GivemesellotapeIwanttowrapherpresent.



YamawenttogetthesellotapeandgaveTsala."A

smartphonePhone?"herJawsdropped.

Yama:Anexpensivesmartphone,notfair!

Tsala:Shedeservesit,youwillalsogetitifyou

passebilewenayoumightgetaniPhone.

Yama:Thisisnotfair.

Tsala:Don'tbejealoussheisyoursister.

Yamasteppedbackandfoldedherarms.

Yama:Sheisnotyourdaughter!

Tsala:Yamasa!

Yamastormedoutsidecrying.

MeanwhileLolyparkedatthegateandtheyall

steppedout.ShewalkedbehindRatirecordinga



videoastheywalkedtothehouse.

Rati:YamaisMamahome?

Yamasa:Everyoneisinthehousetheyhave

plannedasurprisepartyforyou,congratulations

yougotstraightA's.

**

**
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Rati:YamaisMamahome?

Yamasa:Everyoneisinthehousetheyhave

plannedasurprisepartyforyou,congratulations

yougotstraightA's.

Loly:SheeYamamma!

RatiturnedtoLolyexcited"Idid?"Lolyraisedher

shoulders,Rariranintothehouseandeveryone

shouted"Surprise",sheshylycoveredherface.

Rati:Ipassed?

Tumi:Youdidn'tjustpass,youpassedwithflying

colours.

Rati:OhmyGodIdid?

Shepickeduptheprintedresultsonthetableand

screamedupanddown.



Rati:OhmyGodIdidit.

ShehuggedTsalaandsatdowncrying.

Tsala:Don'tcry!

Rati:I..Givemeamoment.

Sheexcusedherselfandwenttotheirbedroom.

Beth:Giveheramomentsheisoverwhelmed.

Tsala:Okay!

Afterafewminutesshecamebacksmilingand

wipedhertears."Ipassed"sheshoutedjumpingup

anddown.

Rati:OhmyGodIdidit,didyoutellDad?



Tsala:Idid!

SheranoutsidewhereYamawas.

Rati:Ididn'tgetstraightA'sIgotAstarsinall

subjects.

Yama:Iknow!

Rati:Iamsohappy.Whyaren'tyouhappyforme?

Yama:..

Rati:(Sad)Youarenothappyforme?

Yama:Iam!

Rati:Noyouarenot,why?

Yama:..

Tsalacameoutside.

Tsala:Areyouokay?



Rati:Iamfine.

Shewenttothehouse.

Tsala:Yama?

Yama:It'snotfairthatyouboughtheraphoneandI

stillusethis.

Shesaidwavingheroldmodelphone.

Tsala:DidyouseehowRatiishurtthatyouarenot

happyforher?

Yama:..

Tsala:Sheisyoursister,youarenotsupposedto

competeorbejealousofeachother.Iknowshe

wouldbehappyforyouifyouweretheonewho

passed.

Yama:Iamnotjealousthatshepassed.Youlove



hermorethanme.

Tsala:What?Masa,that'sstupidIloveyouguysthe

sameyouknowthat.

Yama:Noyoudon't,youboughtheraphonebutI

amtheoldest.

Tsalasatdownandtookadeepbreath.

Tsala:Sincekganggolohaelephonelet'sdothis.

EndoftermIwantatleastfourA'sfromyouthenI

willbuyyouasmartphone.

Yama:Really?

Tsala:Yes,FourA's.

Yama:Youpromise?

Tsala:Ipromise.

YamaexcitedlyhuggedTsala.



Tsala:Nowgocongratulateyoursisterandbe

happyforher.

YamarantothehousewhereRatiwasopeningher

presents.ShepickedupandenvelopefromTumi

andsmiledopeningitanditwascashinside,one

thousandPula.

Rati:WowthankyouUncleT.

ShehuggedhimthensheopenedBeth'sanditwas

amakeupset.

Rati:ThanksAuntB.

Beth:Ididn'tknowwhattogetyouso..

Rati:Theyarebeautifulthankyou.

ShelookedatTsala'spresentandsmiled,she



shookitandeveryonelaughed.

Rati:IsthiswhatIthinkitis?

Tsala:It'sfromDaddyandI.

Ratiopenedtheboxandscreamed."Aphone"She

huggedTsalathenshetookoutthephone.

Rati:Wowthanks!

Tsala:IthasasimcardandIregistereditforyou.

Rati:Wowthanks!Thankseveryone.

Tumi:YamaifyougetsuchresultsIamgoingto

giveyousomethingbig.

Yama:Likewhat?

Tumi:Youwillsee!

Yamawenttotheirbedroomandgothert-shirt.



Yama:Ididn'tknowwehadtobuypresents,you

canhavethisbecauseyouloveit.

Rati:Really?Youarethebestsisterever.

Shehuggedherandtookallhergiftstothe

bedroom.

Yama:IamsorryIwasjealousbecauseyougota

smartphone.

Rati:It'sokaywewillshare.

Yama:Really?

Rati:Youwanttotakeaselfie?

Yamastoodbehindhersisterandtheypouttheir

lips,Raticlickedaphotoandtheysmiledlookingat

it.



Rati:Anotherone.

AtSerule

MmaMoxwalkedoutofthehousetalkingtoMoxon

thephone.

MmaMox:YesTsalacalledmeandtoldme.Iam

veryhappytota.Enekanashehasalwaysbeen

interligent,shelearnsoncehelakamososheknows

everything.

Mox:Yeah!

MmaMox:Diraotsalengwanarra,onalenumber

yagaMmaagwewasehapaana?(Doyouhaveher

stupidmother'snumber?)Doessheknowwhatshe

leftbehindtota?

Mox:Ihaveit,Iwillfindtimetocallher,business

hasn'tbeenwellforthepastthreemonthsbutIwill

callherassoonasIhaveenoughmoney.



MmaMox:Dothat,thenmarryTsala,whatareyour

intentionswithherkante?

Mox:Hahaha!

MmaMox:It'sfunny?

Mox:HahashapoIhavetogo.

Laterthatnight

RatiandYamawereundertheblanketswatching

ticktockvideosonthenewphone.Tsalaopenedthe

doorandlookedinside.

Tsala:Yamasayouhaveschooltomorrow.

Yama:Twominutes.

Tsala:IfyouwasteyourtimewithRati'sphoneyou

mightneverhaveyours,rememberouragreement?

Yama:Iyooletmesleep.

Rati:Whatagreement?



Yama:MamaisgoingtogetmeaphoneifIgetfour

A's.

Rati:That'snotfairyouanddadsaidwecanonly

getphonesafterformfive.

Tsala:Lona!

Sheclosedthedoorandwenttoherbedroom

whereFlynwassleepingwithhisarmsandlegs

spread.Tsalapushedhimtothewallsideandlaid

nexttohim.

TheFollowingmorning

FlynhuggedRatithenherantotheschoolbus.Rati

waiteduntilitleftthemshewentbackinsidethe

house.Shelockedalldoorsandlaidonherbed

openingaFacebookaccount.

Shetookadeepbreathandgotup,gotanoldbook



shehadsavedKesego'snumberinandcopiediton

herphone.Shebitherlipnervous.Sheswallowed

hard,breathedoutloudanddialedthenumberand

itwentthrough.Shequicklyhungupandrubbed

herhandstogether.

ThephoneranganditwasKesego.Shebreathedin

andoutthenpickedup.

Rati:Hello!

Kesego:Whoisthisandwhyareyoupagingme.

Rati:IsthisKesego?

Kesego:Whowantstoknow?

Rati:..

Kesego:Hello!

Rati:It'sRati,Aratwa!

Kesegoswallowedhardandputthephonedown,



shetookadeepbreathasherheartbeatfasterand

loud,shewasshakingandsweating,shepickedup

thephone.

Kesego:WhoisAratwa?

Rati:IsthisKesegoMotlhapi?

Kesego:Yes.

Rati:It'sAratwa,yourdaughter,Ngwanawagago

andMoemedi.

Kesego:Wheredidyougetmynumber?

Rati:Frommydad'sphoneIjustwantedto..

Kesego:ThereisareasonwhyIamnotinyourlife

andIpreferittobethatway.

Shehungup.

**



**

**

NIGHT

BEHINDCLOSEDDOORS

EPISODE143

Kesego:Wheredidyougetmynumber?

Rati:Frommydad'sphoneIjustwantedto..

Kesego:ThereisareasonwhyIamnotinyourlife

andIpreferittobethatway.

Shehungupandrantothebathroomcrying.She

coveredhermouthandcriedoutloud.Shetouched

herchestandclosedhereyesasshefeltsharp

painsinherheart.Shebreathedinandout

continuously.Herpastwasfinallycatchingupwith



her.

AtTsala'sHouse

Ratiswallowedhardafterthephonecallwith

Kesego,sheregrettedreachingout,whatdidshe

expect?Tearsrangdownhercheeksandshe

sniffed,shewipedthembuttheywouldn'tstop

coming.Shefoundherselfcryingoutloud,shewas

hurt.Herownmotherjustrejectedher.

ThesameMorning

Beth:Shedidwhat?

Loly:Iamtellingyou,see!

Shegavehermotherthephoneandshewatched

thevideo.



Beth:YamasaOnaleboloinyanagoremogoene.

ShewasjealouskanaIsawherstormingoutofthe

housebeforeyouguyscame.

Loly:ShehasalwaysbeenjealousorRatithatone.

Beth:Sheisachildwheredoesshegetsuch

behaviournewena?LasttimeIheardgoregatwe

whenotherseatbeefeneshecooksherselfchicken

becauseshedoesn'twantbeef.Tsalaspoilsher,if

shedoesn'twantbeefshewilleatwithoutmeat

then.

Loly:Gatwewaslimmerakere,gatweshehascut

outonstarchsheeatschicken,fruitsandwater

only.

Beth:Eheee,nnakarewaboadirabotete.

LaterthatEvening

Tsalathrewherselfonthecouchtiredfromwork.

Flynjumpedonher.



Tsala:FlyneishIamtired.KoorewenaGaompona

ObonajumpingCastle?

Flyn:Ratiiscrying.

Tsala:What?

Shegotupandwenttothegirlsbedroom,she

knockedsoftlyandopenedthedoor.

Tsala:Rati!

Shesatontheedgeofherbedandshookher.

Tsala:Rati?

Rati:Iamfine.

Flyn:Ratistopcrying.

Tsala:Flyngotakethegroceriesfromthecarand

putinthehouse,Ididn'tlockthecar.



FlynranoutsideandTsalapeeledthesheetoffRati.

Tsala:Baby?

Rati:It'snothing.

Tsala:It'ssomething,talktome.

Ratiwipedhertearsandhuggedhercrying.Tsala

huggedherbackandtheyremainedlikethatfora

fewminutes.

Tsala:Talktome.

Raticontinuedcryinganddidn'tsayathing.

Tsala:Rato?



Herphonerang,Tsalatookitoutofherpocketand

itwasaland-line.

Tsala:Hello!What?(Sighed)ThankyouIam

coming.

Shehungupandcoveredherface.

Tsala:Yamasa!(Snapped)Yamasawillsingle

handendlykillmeoneofthesedays.RatiIam

cominggatweyoursistersmokedwe**atschool.

WewilltalkwhenIcomebackokay.

Ratiknodherhead.

Tsala:WhateveritisknowthatIwillalwaysbehere

okay,Iloveyou.

Rati:Metoo.



TsalacalledFlynandtheylefttogether.

AtKesego'sHouse

DavidstoleglancesatKesegowhowaslostinher

thoughts.

David:Hecticdayatwork?

Kesego:Mmmh(lookedatDavid)Yeah!

David:Maybeyoushouldtakeleaveandrest,you

don'tlookwell.

Kesego:Iwillbefine.Canyoupleaseputthekidsto

bedIamgoingtosleep.

Shestoodupandwenttothebedroom.

AtSchool



Tsalashookhandswiththeprincipalthenshewent

tothecarwhereYamawaswithFlyn.Sheopened

thedoorandsatdown.

Flyn:MamaYamaOnolemjwala!(MamaYamahas

drankalcohol)

Yama:(High)Itsnotalcohol,weatespacecookies,

doyouknowthem?

Tsalalookedatherandshookherhead.

ImmediatelyMox'scallcamethrough.

Tsala:Hey!

Mox:Heykebonasmswhathappened?

Tsala:Gatweanotherstudentsoldthemspace

cookies.

Mox:What?



Tsala:Meandtheotherparentshavebeencalled

backforameetingkamoso.

Mox:Enehowisshe?

Tsala:High.

Mox:Haha,didsheknowtheywerespacecookies

or..

Tsala:Idon'tknow,wewilltalkwhenIgethomeI

amdriving.

Mox:ByeIloveyou!

Tsala:Loveyoutoo!

Shehungupanddrovetothemall.Shelocked

Yamainsidethecarandtheywenttotheshopto

buysomethingtoeat."Flynwecametobuyfood

nottoysokay,ifyoucryforanythingIamleaving

youintheshop"shegavehimawarning.

Theywalkedtothefoodsection.MeanwhileAbel

andhisWifecamepushingatrolleywhiletheWife



putfoodinside.AbelspottedTsalawithFlyn,itwas

thefirsttimehesawhimandhesurelookedlike

him.Tsalaturnedaroundandtheireyesmeet.

Wife:Babeletme..

TsalapickedupFlynandwalkedaway."Babeletme

getadrink"AbelsaidtohisWifeandfollowedTsala.

Abel:Ihavetherighttoseehim.Ipay..

Tsalaturnedaroundfurious.

Tsala:Seewho,youpaywhat?AbelIwillembarrass

yousomuch.Leavemeandmychildalone.

"Child"TheybothturnedaroundanditwasAbel's

Wife.HereyesfellonlittleFlynandtherewasno



DNAneeded.Helookedlikehisfather.

Mpogi:Abel!

Tsalaclickedhertongueandwalkedaway.Abel

lookedathisWife.

Abel:Babelet'snotdothishere!

Mpopi:(Furious)Don'ttellmewhereandwhennot

togetangry,youhaveachild?

InTsala'sCar

Flynhelpedhimselfwithfoodatthebackwhile

Tsaladrovehome."Aaaah"Yamacriedoutloudand

Tsalalookedatherannoyed."Aaaaaahaaah"she

continuedcryingoutloud.



Tsala:YamasaI..

Yama:Idon'tknowwhyIamcrying.Pleasemake

mestop.

Tsalaignoredherandcontinueddriving.Yama

criedoutloud.

Yama:Aaaah,ImissPeppaPig.

**

**

**
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Yamacriedoutloud.

Yama:Aaaah,ImissPeppaPig.

Tsalaclickedhertongueandlaughed,shedidn't

meantobutshefoundherselflaughing.Few

minuteslatersheparkedbythegate,wenttoopen

itanddroveinside.

Ratiopenedthedoor.

Rati:Issheokay?

Tsala:AreshemissesPeppaPig.

Rati:What?Hahaha!

ShehelpedTsalatakeYamaoutintothehouse.



Yama:Twinny!

ShetriedtokissRati.

Rati:Howmuchdidyousmoke?

Tsala:Gatwetheyatespacecookies.

Rati:WowIwantonetoo(Fakelaughed)Iamjoking

haha.

Tsala:It'snotfunnybonahelahowsheis,she

mightgetsuspended.

TheyhelpedYamatothebed.

Yama:Let'stakeselfies.

Rati:Hahaha!

Tsala:Lethersleep.



TheyleftYamasleepingandclosedthedoor.

Rati:Howmuchdidshehave?

Tsala:Alot.Areyouokay?IamsorryIleftinthe

middleofustalking.

Rati:Iamfine.

Tsala:Justsoyouknowyouaretoocuteand

interligenttocryoveraboy.

Rati:HahahaIknow.Itwasn'taboy.Promiseme

youwon'tbemadatme.

Tsala:Aslongasyouarenotpregnantorsmoking

weed.

Rati:Hahahano!I..YearsagoIstoleKesego's

numberfromDad'sphone.

Shesmiledandwipedhertears.



Tsala:Whatisit?

Rati:(Crying)Iwishyouweretheonewhogave

birthtome.

Tsala:Iwishtoobutitdoesn'tmeanIamnotyour

motherjustbecauseIdidn'tgivebirthtoyou.You

aremybaby,sinceyouwereasmallbabyIhave

alwayslovedyou.

Rati:Iloveyoutoo.

Tsala:Tellmewhathappened?

Rati:IcalledKesego!(Lookedup)Ipromisedmyself

Iwasn'tgoingtocry.

Tsala:It'sokay!Tellme.

TheysatdownandTsalawipedRati'stears.

Rati:Shesaidthereisareasonwhysheisnotinmy

lifeandthatsheprefersittobethatway.

Tsala:Iamsorry!



Rati:It'sokay,herloss(wipedhertears)

Tsala:Youareright,herloss.Youwanteda

relationshipwithher?

Rati:No,I..NowIamoldenoughtounderstandthat

somethingbetweenyouandDadandherhappened

becauseyouwereallteenagerswhenyouhadus,

YamaandIarelikesevenmonthsapart.Ithought

maybe,Idon'tknow,I..Idon'tknow.

Tsala:Youthoughtmaybeshewasforcedtoleave

you?

Rati:Yeah!

Tsalatookadeepbreath.

Tsala:Idon'tknowwhatreallyhappenedbetween

herandyourdadbutIknowshewasnotforcedto

leaveyou.Evenifshewas,morethanfourteen

yearshaspassedwithoutherreachingout,wanting

toknowyou.Iamnotsayingsheisabadperson

butthatsaysalotaboutthekindofmothersheis.



Look,youaremybaby,birthornotbybirthyouare

mydaughter,Iloveyouenoughtoletyougofind

Kesegoandformsomebondifsheiswillingto,ifit

makesyouhappythenIwillallowit.

Ratismiledandsniffedwipinghertears.

Rati:Idon'tthinkIwantherinmylifeanymore.She

istheonewhoisgoingtowanttobeinmylife

whenIamthefirstWomantobepresidentofthis

country.

Tsala:Ohyes,that'smygirl.Iloveyou.

Rati:Iloveyoutoo.

Tsala:(Stoodup)GaobonaFlynadidimetsejaana

heiseatingallthefood.Flyn!

AtAbel'sHouse

Mpogipackedthegroceriesinthecabinandputthe



meatinthefridge.

Abel:BabeI..

Mpogi:Howmanymorechildrenareyouhiding

frommeAbel?

Abel:..

Mpogi:Sothereismore?

Abel:ItellthesewomengoreIdon'twantkidsgo

tswahootheydecideontheirowntogetpregnant

tryingtotrapme.

Mpogi:Iaskedyouhowmany?

Abel:GatweIhaveadaughterinMasungaandone

inRadisele.

Mpogi:Hooo,wow!

Abel:AndtwinskoMolepolole.

Mpogilaughedindisbelief.



Abel:JustlikeImadeitcleartoyougoreIdon't

wanttohavekidsIdidtothembuttheywentahead

andgotpregnant.

Mpogi:Youdisgustme.Menlikeyoudisgustme.

TheFollowingDay

MoxlookedathisPhoneringing,hewaitedfor

Kesegotohangupthenhesentheratext"Text"she

calledagainandhehungup."keriletext"hesent

anothertext."Wenalengwanawagagolebatlago

nthubelalelwapakante?(Youandyourdaughter

wanttobreakmymarriage?)

Moxcalledher.

Mox:Uhuu!Andthenwena?

Kesego:WhydidyougiveAratwamynumber?

Mox:Ididn'tgiveAratwayournumberwhatareyou



talkingabout?

Kesego:Thenwheredoesshegetmynumber?

Mox:Youthoughshewon'tgrowupkante,ifshe

wantstoknowthewomanwhogavebirthtoherI

amnotgoingtostopher,wenayouwillseehow

youexplainittoyourhusband.

Heclickedhistongueandhunguponher.Kesego

deactivatedallhersocialmediaaccounts.

AtSchool

TsalawalkedoutofthePrincipal'sofficewithother

parents.Yamafollowedhertothecar.

Yama:MamaIamsorryIdidn'tknowtheyhadwe**

inthem.

Tsala:Wampona,doyouseewhereIamrightnow.

ItsbecauseIactedlikeachildwhenIwasachild.



Yama:IswearI..

Tsala:Ifyouwanttoruinyourfuturengwanaka

thengoaheadit'syourlife.Youareluckyyouonly

gotdetention.KamosoyouwillbesayingIloveonly

Ratiakere,Ratinevermadememissworkbecause

sheatespacecookies.Shehasneverinherlife

camehomekaboeightbosigo.

Yamalookeddown.

Tsala:Takeyourbagandgotoclass.

Yamatookherbagandwenttoclass.Tsalagotin

hercar,shebreathedinherhandsanddialedMox.

Ashisphonerangsomeoneknockedonthe

window.Shehungupandrolleddownthewindow,

herheartskippedandshetouchedherchest.

Tsala:OhmyGod,You?



**

**

**
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Tsala:OhmyGod,You?

Him:Hi,IthoughtIrecognisedyouthoughnekese

sure.

Tsala:Hiyou..Youarealive?

Him:Allthankstoyou.Iwillneverforgetyouinmy

life.Yousavedmethatnightthankyou!



Tsala:Yeah,youarewelcome.

Him:HowcanIthankyou?

Tsala:It'sfine,Iamhappyyouarefineandwell.

Him:No,allowmetotakeyououtforlunchor

dinnerjusttosaythankyou.

Tsala:Oh,I..Ihaveaboyfriend.

Him:Iknow,abeautifulwomanlikeyoucannotbe

single.Justtosaythankyou.Orjusttellmewhat

youwantmetobuyyouthen.

Tsala:Noseriouslyit'sfineI..

Him:Iinsist.

Tsala:Okayifyousayso,Iwillthinkaboutitand

getbacktoyou.

Him:Great.

TheyexchangednumbersandTsalagotinhercar."

Youareateacherhere?"Tsalaaskedwithherhead

stuckoutside.



Him:No,Iguesswecamehereforthesamereason

myniecealsohadthespacecookies.

Tsala:Thesekids!Bye!

LaterthatEvening

RomeostoleglancesatSamewhowasbusyonher

phonewhilehefeedDove.

Romeo:Babe!

Same:Yeah!

Romeo:Ithinkit'stimewegotmarriednow,we

havebeenengagedforyears.Iamtiredofbeing

yourboyfriend.

Dove:DaddyIhaveaboyfriendatSchool,hisname

isFlyn.



Romeo:Youdo?Isherich?

Dove:Iwillaskhim.

Romeo:Hahaha,babe?

Same:Iknewthisdaywascoming.Can'twelike

havealittleceremonyjustmyfamilyandyours.

Romeo:Finebyme.

Same:Please,bythewayIhaveneverdreamtofa

bigweddingevenwhenIwasachildgrowingup.

Romeo:Soasmallwedding?

Same:Yesplease.

Romeo:Let'ssetthedatethen.

AtTsala'sHouse

Tsalacameinthehousetired.Shethrewherselfon

thesofanexttoFlyn.

Tsala:Itsmellsdeliciousinhere.



Rati:Yamaiscooking.

Tsala:Really?

Rati:AndshewashedFlyn'suniform.

TsalastoodupandwenttothekitchenwhereYama

wassettingthetable.

Tsala:Hi,itsmellsdevineinhere!

Yama:ThanksIamabouttodish.

Tsala:Okay.

Shewenttoherbedroomandherbedwasnicely

made,therewasa"Sorry"PSchocolateandaletter

onthebed."Iamsorryforeverything,Iknowyou

arehardonmebecauseyouloveme.Ipromiseto

dobetterstartingfromtoday,Firstborn"Tsala

smiledreadingtheletterthensheputitnicelywith

thechocolateonthetable.



Shelaidonherbacklookingupthenshereached

forherphoneanddialedMox.

Mox:Hey!

Tsala:Hey!Theygotdetentionforamonth.

Mox:Ohatleast,Iwasscaredgoreshemightget

suspended.

Tsala:Metoo!

Therewassilence.

Mox:Kesegocalledme!

Tsala:Areyouhappy?

Mox:Withwhat?

Tsala:Lifehelaingeneral.Areyouhappy?

Mox:Why?

Tsala:Iamjustasking.



Mox:Wenaareyouhappy?

Tsala:Idon'tknow.

Mox:Oh!

Tsala:CanIbehonest?

Mox:What,youdon'tlovemeanymore?

Tsala:Ido,alotbutthat'snotenough.Iloveyou.Ga

keitsemaybeit'sbecauseofthelongdistanceand

ourjobs.

Mox:Ican'tleavemyjobIjustgotpromoted.

Tsala:IknowandIcannotleaveminetoo.

Mox:Thelongdistanceisnotworking?

Tsala:Iwanttowakeupandsleepnexttoyou

everyday,seeyoueveryday.

Mox:Thenlet'sgetmarriedthatwayitseasierfor

youtogettransferedhere.

Tsala:It'snotallaboutseeingyou,whenyouarein

Maunwehavese*andthat'sit.Wenevergoout

andhavefun.Iamthirtyfive,ifwearelikethisnow

what'sgoingtohappentousintenyears,intwenty



years.

Mox:AmIboringyou?

Tsala:Yes!

**

**

**
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Mox:AmIboringyou?

Tsala:Yes!

Mox:Hahaha!



Tsala:Thisrelationshipdoesn'thavevavavoomlike

before.Weusedtospendnightsonthephone,we..

Mox:Wewereteenagers,Iworknightshiftsandyou

dotooobviouslythingshavetochange,wehave

responsibilitiesnow.

Tsala:IknowandIamnotsayingthingsshouldbe

likewhenwewereyoung.I..Imissgojola,thetexts,

thecallshelarebuakaronanotaboutthekids.The

longwalks,thedates,thegifts.

Mox:BabeIgiveyoumoneyeverymonth.

Tsala:Noyoudon't.Yougivememadiamo

lwapeng.IwantmineseparatelyhelaOrebabego

doyourhair,babegobuydipantyorgodoyour

nails.EreKentseabomessagewabankaOtsena.I

wanttofallinlovealloveragain.Gonejaanere

tsididihela.(Rightnowwearejustcold)Someone

askedtotakemeoutforlunchordinneranditgot

methinkinghowmuchImissbeingaskedtoget

readyatacertaintime.

Mox:Kemang,wanyela!

Tsala:Hahahajustsomeonewhowantedtothank



meforhelpingthem.Babeweareyoung,let'sbring

someexcitementmorelationshipplease.

Mox:Kedirejang?

Tsala:Elegoreyouhaven'tbeenlisteningtome.

Mox:AkereIdon'tknowwheretostart.

Tsala:AgggMox!.

Mox:OkayfineIwillstartsendingdiromantic

messagesandcalling.

Tsala:Please!

Mox:OkayCupcakeletmegetbacktowork.

Tsalasmiled.

Mox:IpromisefromtodayIamgoingtostartbeing

romantic.

Tsala:Metoo.

Mox:IloveyouBeautiful.

Tsala:IloveyoutooBoo!



Shehungupsmilingfromeartoearlikealove

struckteenager.Shegotupandundressedwhenan

smscamethrough.Shepickedupherphone"NowI

can'tstopthinkingofhowmuchIloveyou

Babe "thesmsread.

Sheputthephonedownandwenttoshower.Afew

minuteslatershejoinedthekidsfordinner.

Yama:Howwasyourday?

Tsala:Itwasgreatandyours?

Yama:Fine!

Flyn:(Laughing)YousaidyoumissPeppaPig.

EveryonelaughedexceptforYamaandwhenshe

sawTsalalaughingshestartedlaughingtoo.



Rati:Whatmadeyousaythat?

Yama:HahaIdon'tremember.Irememberwalking

inagardenwithpinkflowersandtherewere

cartoonsplaying.

Tsala:Bathonghahaha.Drugsarebad.

Rati:Haveyouevertriedthem?

Tsala:Longtimeago,IthinkIwasdoingformfour,

yourdadandhisfriendsoncemademetakepuffs

tsaweed,Icoughedsohardandthatwasthelast

time.

Rati:Youknewdadbackthem?

Tsala:Hahayes,hewasmyfirstboyfriend.

Yama:Wow,yourfirstboyfriend?

Tsala:Yeah!Irememberonetimeateacherfound

usinclassandwegotthebeatingofalifetime.

Rati:Doingwhat?

Tsala:Hahahanothing.

Rati:Kissing?



Tsala:HahahaIamyourmother.

Rati:So?Obviouslyateachercan'tbeatyouhelafor

findingyouwithaboyinclass.

Tsala:Backthenteachersbeatusforsillyreasons.

Theyalllaughed.

Yama:Sowhydidyoubreakup?

Rati:Wasitbecauseofme?

Tsala:No,LongdistancehewasinPalapyeandI

wasinGaboronethat'swhenhemeetKesego.

Yama:Doyoulovehimlikeyouusedtolovehim

whenyouwereyounger?

Tsala:NowIlovehimmorethanIdidbackthen.

Yama:Areweallowedtodatetoo?

Tsala:No!

Yama:Butyou..

Tsala:Notuntilyougotovarsity.



Rati:Sodoesthatmean..

Tsala:Youareyoungforvarsitysowenayouare

allowedtodatewhenyouaretwenty.Gapeyouare

notallowedtodateanyonefiveyearsolderthanyou.

Rati:Fairenough.

Flyn:Ihaveagirlfriend.

Rati:Wenayouhaveanewgirlfriendeveryweek.

Whoisitthisweek?

Flyn:It'sDove,nextweekit'sAlly!

Theyalllaughed.

AtAbel'sHouse

AbelwatchedasMpogipackedherbagsandtook

themtothecar.

Abel:Wecantalkaboutthis.



Mpogi:Notnow,rightnowIfeellikeIdon'tknow

you.Ineedsometimeoff.

Abel:Babe?

Mpogigrabbedhercarkeysandphonethensheleft.

AtTumi'sHouse

Bofelopushedhistoycararoundmakingsome

noise,hemadethecargooverthetablethenhe

pushedittothekitchenwherethegirlswere

cleaning.

Bethcamefromthebedroomapplyingvaselineon

herarms.Shesatdownandbreathedinherhands.

Beth:Ialwaysfeelgoodafteralongshower.

Tumi:Akere,Ishouldgoshowertoo.



TumistoodupandwenttothebedroomandBeth

followedhim.

Tumi:What?

Beth:Nothing!

Tumi:HahahaIknowyou.

Beth:Youknowmybrotherjuststartedabusiness

ingabsakere?

Tumi:Yeah!

Beth:Hecalledakopagorekemoduellerentfor

twomonthshewillpaymebackassoonasheison

hisfeet.

Tumi:Yeah?

Beth:Isthatayes?

Tumi:Youknowgoadimafamilyandfriendsmoney

isabadideaakere.

Beth:Mybrotherisnotlikethat,he..



Tumi:Givehimbutdon'tsayIdidn'twarnyou.

Hesteppedintheshower.

TheFollowingMorning

Tsalawalkedtothereceptionareawounderingwho

waslookingforher.Itwassomeoneshedidn't

knowholdingflowerswithhundredpulanotesin

betweenthem,chocolatesandacard.

Her:Hi,MissMopiri?

Tsala:Yes?

Her:Foryou!

Tsalatookthecardandsmiledreading"Beautiful

flowersforthemostbeautifulwomanintheworld.

Haveawonderfuldaymylove.LoveHubby"she



smiledandtooktheflowers.

Tsala:Thankyousomuch!

Shesmeltthemthenshewalkedbackbumpinginto

Abel.Shesteppedasidegivinghimspacetopass,

helookedatherthenhegrabbedtheflowersand

threwthemonthefloorandstompedonthem.

**

**

**
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Abelgrabbedtheflowersandthrewthemonthe

floorandstompedonthem.

Abel:Thisisaworkplacenotacircus.

Hewalkedaway,theladyfromthereceptionarea

hurriedtoTsala.

Her:Andthen?

Tsaladidn'tsayanything,shepickedupthemoney

amdwhatremainedofherflowers.

Her:Youhavetoreporthim.

Tsala:HewantsmyattentionandIamnotgoingto

giveittohim.

Her:Sheee!



ShehelpedTsalapickuptheflowersandputthe

boxofchocolatesontop.

Her:Oskantimamma!

Tsala:BathongIworkedhardaloneforthese

flowers.

Her:TeachmewomanontopmmamaybelennaI

willreceiveflowersandchocolates.

TheylaughedandTsalaleft.Sheputtheflowersin

avasethenthechocolatesandcardinherlocker.

ShesatdowndialingMoxbuthisnumberdidn'tgo

through."Receivedtheflowers,money,cardand

chocolatesbabe,Iloveyou "shesentatext

andputherphoneonsilent.

"Mopiri"someonecalledoutandsheturnedaround.



Abel:Ineedyouinthemalemedicalward.

Tsala:ButIamnotworkingthereIamwithDoctor

Pat..

Abel:YouareaNurse,youworkinahospitalnot

whereyoufeellikeworking.Ifyoudon'twantthis

jobtherearealotofunemployedpeopleoutthere

whowoulddietoworkhere.

Tsalafollowedhim.

Abel:Checkhisvitalsforme.

Shedidasshewastoldwithoutcomplaining.

LaterthatEvening

Yamawavedatherfriendsandopenedthegate.

RatiandFlynweresittinginfrontofthehouse



takingselfies.

Rati:StandrightthereIwanttotakeaphotoofyou

inyouruniform.

Yama:No!

Rati:Why?

Shepassedthemgoingtothehouse.

Rati:Hey!

Yama:Hey!

Sheworebagypantsandt-shirt.

Rati:Areyouokay?

Yama:YeahIamfine.

Rati:Okay!



JustasshewasabouttoleaveYamaclearedher

throatandsheturnedaround.

Yama:ItoldNollythatIlikedJaden,shetoldher

friendsandtheytoldJaden.

Rati:Whatdidhesay?

Yama:ThatIwasfatandIamnothistype.

Rati:Iamsorry,bythewayyouarenotfat.

Yama:Iam.

Rati:Noyouarejustthick,wabonagoreyouhave

analmostflatstomach.It'sthebaggyclothesthat

youwearthatmakeyoulookfat.Youarethickand

beautiful,ifJadencan'tseethatthenheisstupid.

BythewayIdon'tknowwhyyoulikethatuglyboy

withthineyes.

Yama:Haha!

Rati:Helookslikeafish.

Yama:Hahaha!



Rati:Feelbetternow?

Yama:Ireallyhaveaflatstomach?

Rati:Yeah,here..

Shegaveherherleggings,Yamaputthemonanda

tanktop.

Rati:Seeyouarenotfat.

Yamaturnedadmiringherselfinthemirror.

AttheHospital

Exhausted,Tsalaremovedhershoesandjustas

shewasabouttochangeinherhomeclothesAbel

walkedin.

Abel:ThereisanAmbulancegoingtoShorobeI



needyouto...

Tsala:Myshiftisover!

Abel:Soapatientshoulddiebecauseyouwantto

gohome.

Tsala:HeemonnawaModimoIhavekidsthatI

havetogocookfor.Unlikeyougakealathabo

ngwanake(UnlikeyouIdidn'tabandonmykids)

Abel:WatchhowyouspeaktomeI..

Tsala:Heeee!

Abel:Osekawankakgelalebogo.

Tsala:Heeee!Whatwillyoudotome?

ShegotherbagreadytoleaveandAbelclosedthe

door.

Abel:Kareanambulance..

Tsala:AndIsaidIamnotgoing,myshiftisover,

sutahookehete.Youhavebeenprovokingme



sincemorning,ketsilegogoitimagore.(Iam

goingtoignoreyou)

Shewalkedpasthim,openedthedoorandleft.

AtHome

Tsala'sphonerangasshedroveinsidetheyard.

Sheparkedinfrontofthehouseandpickedup.

Mox:Hey,Ijustknockedoff.

Tsalabreathedinherhands.

Tsala:Iamtired.Justgothome.

Mox:Gorestthenwewilltalk.

Tsala:Igottheflowers,card,moneyandchocolates

thanksbabe.



Mox:Jaanongwhydidyousendmegreenhearts?

Tsala:Hahahatheyweregreennekesabona.

FlynknockedonthewindowandTsalarolledit

down.

Flyn:MummyYamaiswearingRati'sclothes.

Tsala:Heywenakadireport(Youandreporting)

Babeweeletmegoinsidewewilltalk.Iloveyou.

Mox:Iloveyoutoo.

Shewentinsidethehouse.

AtAbel'sHouse

AbelsatinthecardialingMpogi'snumberbutit

rangunanswered."Canwepleasetalkplease"he

sentthetextandrestedhisheadontheseatwaiting



forareplywhichhenevergot.

Laterthatnight

Tsalalockedthebedroomdoorandlaidonthebed.

Tsala:AlrighbabeIaminbed.

Mox:WithFlyn?

Tsala:NoheissleepingwithRati.

Mox:Oh,whatareyouwearing?

Tsala:SheehahaIjusttookoffoffmygownwhy.

Mox:Areyouwearingapanty?

Tsala:Babe,sheeehaha!

Mox:Areyou?

Tsala:YesIam.

Mox:Takeitoff.

Tsala:(Shy)Babe!



Mox:Takeitoffslowly,don'tberough.

Tsalaputonloudspeakerandshylypulleddownher

pantyslowly.

Tsala:Itookitoff.

Mox:(Withasexydeepvoice)Openyourlegs

Tsaladidasshewasinstructed.

Mox:Nowsu**yourmiddlefingerandrubthatspot

Iliketoplaymytongueon.

Tsala:Mmmh!

Mox:Youdid?

Tsala:Mmmh!

Mox:Mmmhsoftlydon'tbetoohardonit,softly,

nowcloseyoureyesandsqueezeyourbrea**with

yourotherhand.



Tsaka:Mmmh!

Mox:Traceyourfingeralittledown,rubyourp***

andgouptomyfavouritespot,circleyourfinger

slowlyonit.

Tsala:Mox!

Mox:NowimaginethatIamontopofyou,Iam

rubbingmyfavouritespot,squeezingyourbo***.

Tsalamoa***softly.

Mox:Bealittlefasterbutgentlebabe.

Tsalaraisedherlowerbodywithherhandstill

betweenherlegs.

Mox:Gentle..

Tsala:Mmmh..

Mox:Fatherbabedon'tstop..



Tsalaopenedhermouthwide,rubbedhercl**faster,

shefeltherwaistflex,shebreathedheavily,

squeezedherboo*.

Mox:Don'tstop..

Tsala:Aaah,I..

Mox:Don'tstopbabe..Don'tstop..

Tsala:Ohhhhhfuuuuuuuuuuuuu...

Sheclosedherlegstightly,openedthenandsqu***

alloverthesheets."Aaaah"shescreamed."Don't

stop,don'tstopbabekeepgoing"Moxinstructed.

"Aaaahfu**"shescreamedloudersqu***againthis

timeshelostherbreathasshewasshaking,she

closedherlegstightlyandburiedherheadinthe

pillow.

TheFollowingMorning



Tsalasmiledaloneinthelockerroomthinking

aboutlastnight'sphonecallwithMox,shenever

knewshewascapableofmakingherselfsqui**.

Colleague:HeywabatiwakoHR.

Tsala:Me?

ShestoodupandwentupstairstotheHRwhere

theywerewithAbel.Theyallexchangedgreetings

andshesatdown.

HR:MrsMopiriwereceivedacomplainfromyour...

Tsala:CanIasksomethingbeforewestart?

HR:Yes?

Tsala:CanIalsofileacomplaintagainsthimafter

wearedonehere?

Abel:Whatcomplaint?



Tsala:Sex***harassment.

Everyoneintheroomlookedateachother.

Abel:WhatareyousayingIhaveneverharassed

you.

HR:Doyouknowmakingsuchanaccusationand

findingoutitsaliecanlendyouinprison.

Tsala:YesIknowgapewhosaidIamlying?

Abel:Whatproofdoyouhave?

Tsala:Everyonewhowasoutsidethelockerroom

yesterdaycanattesttothat,thatyoulockedme

inside.

Abel:Idoesn'tmeanIwasse***harassingyou.

Tsala:Realy!Thenwhydidyoulockmeinside?

Abel:Iwastellingyouyouhadtogowithan

ambulancetoShorobe.

Tsala:Aftermyshift?Didyouhavetolockthedoor?



Abelkeptquiet.TsalalookedattheHRlady.

Tsala:Wemayproceed.

Abelpushedbackhischairandstormedoutofthe

room.Tsalapushedbackherchairandfollowed

him.Heturnedaroundfurious.

Abel:YouknowIdidn't..

Tsala:TrymeagainandyouwillseehowcruelIcan

be.TrymeAbelandyouwillkissyourcareer

goodbye.

MonthsLater

**

**



**
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MonthsLater

Everyonewatchedinaweasthebrideandgroom

hadtheirfirstdance.Moxwrappedhisarmsaround

Tsala'swaistandpulledherintohimalittle,she

giggledandraisedhereyeslookingathim.

Tsala:BabemyDadishere?

Mox:Iknow,youaremywifekana,Gakeratakeka

gosuna.



Tsalalaughedandmovedherhead,inawhitelong

sleevedbridalgownthatshowedlittlecleavageshe

wrappedherarmsaroundMox'sneckandsmiledat

him.

Tumi:MayI?

MoxhandedTsala'shandtohimandhewenttosit

down.

Tumi:Mybabysister.

Tsala:Ihaveadaughterwhoisdoingformfive,I

don'tthinkIqualifytobeababysisteranymore.

Tumi:Youwillalwaysbemybabysister.Iloveyou

Tsala:Iloveyoutoo.

Tumi:IloveMoxtoothistimearoundpeloyamee

wetse,Iamreadytoletyougo.



Tsalasmiled.

Tumi:ButIwantyoutoknowthatIwillalwaysbe

thereforyou.Don'tbescaredtocallandaskfor

help,nomatterhowsmallitisorhowbigitis.Ifyou

everneedtoburysomeoneIwillcomewiththe

spades.

Tsalalaughedandknodherheadwithtearsinher

eyes.

Tumi:Okay?

Tsala:Okay!

Meanwhileatthefarendtablewherethekidssat

Yamapouredherselfaglassofchampagneand

handedthebottletoRati.Shepouredsomeinher

glassandtheyputthebottledown.



Bethwalkedovertothemandlookedattheir

glasses,shelookedatthenonalcoholic

champagnethensheleft.Thegirlslookedateach

otherandlaughed.

FlynwaitedforTumitostopdancingwithTsalaand

hehurriedtoher.

Tsala:YouwanttodancewithMummy?

Flyn:No,MummyboRatibanwamjwala.(Ratiand

Yamaaredrinkingalcohol)

Tsala:TellthemIamgoingtopunishthem.

Herantothegirlstablewithasmileonhisface.

"Mummyisgoingtobeatyou"hesaidexcitedly.

Rati:Thisisnonalcoholicit'snotalcohol.



Thebrideandgroomwenttositdownandthe

guestsfilledthestagedancing.MoxpulledTsala

intohimandkissedher.

Mox:IloveyouMrsMe.

Tsala:HahaIloveyoumoreMrMe.

Theyrubbedtheirnosestogetherandkissed.

Mox:YouknowwhatIwasthinkingthewholetime

weweredancing?

Tsala:Mmmhmmh!

Mox:HowIamgoingtoripoffthatdressandmake

lovetoyouforthefirsttimeasmywife.

Tsala:Ican'twait.

Moxkissedheragain.



TumisatnexttoMmaNalediandheldherhand.

Tumi:MmeifyouaretiredtellmeIwilltakeyou

home.

MmaNaledi:IamtiredfromsittingbutIstillwantto

enjoythewedding.

Tumi:Okayyouwanttodance?

Heaskedhelpingtheoldwomanstandup.

MmaNaledi:Tumelohahahayouwanttomakeme

fall,totangwanawagaNalediOrileng.

MosadimogoloOkanakannaOtsaakaemarapoa

gobina.(What'swrongwithyou,howcananold

womanlikemedance)

Tumihelpedhertothedancefloorandeveryone

cheeredexcitedly.Allthebrothersdancedwithher

thenJohnhelpedherbacktoherseat.



"BabeIwanttotakethekidshomenowbeforere

isaTsalakobomatsalaagwe(BeforewetakeTsala

toherinlaw's"BethwhisperedintoTumi'searand

heknodhishead.Shewalkedtothetablewherethe

olderkidsweresittingandshesawIssahidea

bottle.

Beth:Areyoudrinkingalcohol?

Issa:Noitsnonalcoholic.

Beth:WhatisitIsawyouputdown.

Shepickedupthebottleanditwasalcoholic

champagne.

Beth:Hetanglet'sgohome.Lona(PointedatYama

andRati)IamgoingtotellTsalaaboutthis.

BytheothertableMahlosippedonherjuiceand



rubbedherbigstomach.Bethpassedbywiththe

kidsandshehurriedbehindher.

Mahlo:Hey,Iamsurprisedtheysaidtheydon't

wantabigwedding,anythingfancyandwhenthe

brothersofferedtopaytheywentforsuch

extravaganzathattheythemselveswouldn'thave

beenabletoafford.

Beth:WewilltalkIhavetotakethekidshome.

Shesaidgettinginthecaranddroveoff.

InsideTsalaandMoxsatdownholdinghands

whisperingsweetnothingstoeachother.

MmaNalediandafewelderscametosaygoodbye

andTumitookthemhome.Therestoftheguests

fromSeruleandsomefromGwetawentuptotheir

rooms.

LaterthateveningatMox'sBrother'sHousein



Maun

DressedinablueGermanprintkneelengthdress

andawhiteChale(Showl)Tsalawalkedbetweena

lineofmarriedwomenastheytookhertoherin

law'shouse.

Theululationgotloudandlouder,theymadehersit

downona"moseme"andsheraisedhereyes,they

meetwithMox'sandtheybothlaughed.

Thetraditionalnormalitieswentonandonthen

laterMox'sAunttookTsalatothehouse.Itwas

nicelymadeanditsmeltfreshinside.

Shesatdownonthebedandlookedaround.She

ironedthewhitesheetswithherhandandthenthe

dooropened.Moxcameinandclosedthedoor

behindhim.Tsalastoodupandtheyhugged.



Mox:Iloveyou!

Tsala:Iloveyoumore.

Hemadehersitdownthenhekissedher,he

removedhershowlandnicelyputitonthebed,

Tsalaturnedgivinghimherback,hekissedher

neckwhileheunzippedthedress.Hepulleditdown,

tracedhishandsonherscarsthenhekissedthem.

"Iloveyou"hewhisperedinherearbeforehepulled

downherdress,laidherdownonthebedandmade

lovetohiswife.

TheFollowingMorning

Moxrolledonthebedalonethenheopenedhis

eyesandhisWifewasnotbyhisside."Babe"He

calledoutgettingoutofbed.Heputonhisboxers

anddialedhernumberbutitrangonthetable.

OutsideTsalaputthetrayfullofcupsonthetable



thenshewenttogettheteaandscones.

MmaMox:Kanajaanathisishardlabourforyou.

Tsala:Hahaha!

MmaMox:Don'tworryIhavelongacceptedthatyou

don'thavehands.

Tsalasmiledandpouredteainthecups,shewent

aroundgivingtheelders,theyaddedsugarandtook

bread.Whenshewasdoneshewentbackinside

thehouse.

SisterInlaw:IrememberwhenIgotmarried,I

servedteatoaboutthirtypeopleandcookedlunch

allalone.

Tsala:Aaahaaah!.

Theybothlaughed.TsalapouredteaforMoxand

tooksomesconeswithhertothebedroom.



Mox:Hey!

Hesteppedasideandadmiredhiswifeinanother

traditionaldressandherChale.

Mox:Youlookbeautiful.

Tsala:Thanksbabe!

Shesaidgivinghimthecupoftea.

Mox:Don'tspoilmetoomuchImightgetusedto

this.

Tsala:Don't.

Theylaughed.



Tsala:Eish,IhavetogotoameetingatFlyn's

schoolthenIcan'twaittoseewhereyouaretaking

meforourhoneymoon.

Mox:It'sasurprise.

Tsala:WhatdoIhavetopack?

Mox:Justyou..

Tsala:Hahahah!Finishup,gatweIhavetoget

startedonlunch.

Mox:Mmhmmh,youarenotaslave.

Tsala:Idon'tmindactually.

Mox:Ido,wearegettingthemtakeaways.

Tsala:Babeno.

Mox:Yes,theywon'tknowakere.

Tsala:Hahano!Letmedothis,Idon'tmindreally.I

wanttocook.

Mox:OkaybutIamhelpingyou.

Tsala:Babenowhatwillyourparentssay?

Mox:ThatIamhelpingmywife,letmegoshower



andcomehelpyou.

Tsala:Okay!

JustadTsalawasabouttoleavehegrabbedher

handandpulledherintohim."OskannaOtswamo

bolaongkeiseketsoge"(Nevergetoutofbed

beforeIwakeup)hesaidlookinginhereyes.Tsala

smiledbecausesheunderstoodwhathemeant.

MondayMorning

TsalaknockedonMmaMox'sdoorandsheputthe

Bibleaway.

Tsala:Dumelang!

MmaMox:Howareyou?

Tsala:Fine,IhavetodosomethingatFlyn'sschool,

doIweartheshowl?



MmaMox:Hahahanoyoudon'thaveto.

Tsala:IyoothankGodbecauseitwasgoingtoruin

myoutfit.Nooffence.

MmaMox:Hahaha!

Tsala:Okaybye.

Sherushedoutsideandgotinhercar.

AtSchool

TheParentsshooktheirheadsmumblingabout

something.Oneoftheparentsstoodup.

Her:SowhathappensifIdon'twantmychildto

swimanddoKarate.

Patents:Batsilegorebetsabonebanababa

forciwangdifeishiba.



Tsalalaughed,Samesneakedinandsatnextto

Tsalaunaware.

Same:Hi,haveImissedalot.

Tsala:GatweKarateandSwimmingarenolonger

options,theyarepartoftheschoolfees.

Same:What?

SheturnedtoTsalaandtheybothlaughed.

Same:Ididn'tseegoreit'syou..

Tsala:Metoo.

Same:Heymmathisschoolisstartingtobecomea

problem.Intwoweekstabogotwethekidsare

goingtoseeelephantsweshouldpaymafive

hundred.

Tsala:ThankGodmySonisgraduatingthisyear.

Same:Youhaveason?



Tsala:Yeah,lastborn.

Same:Mydaughterisgraduatingtoo.

Tsala:First?

Same:Andlast,nevergoingbacktothematernity

ward.

Theybothlaughedandcontinuedlistening.

AtKesego'shouselaterthatEvening

Shehummedtothesongplayingonloudspeaker

whileshecleanedthehouse.Shethrewallthetrash

inthebinandonenewspaperheadlinecaughther

attention.SheknewitwasRati,thenamesaid

AratwabutwithMox'ssurname."Form4scores

9A*inIGCSEresults"theheadlineread.Shepicked

upthepaperandsatdownreadingeverythingthen

shepickedupherphoneanddialedMox.



Mox:Hello!

Kesego:Firstyouchangemydaughter'ssurname

withoutmyknowledgethenyoulethertakeagap

year.Whatkindofaparentareyou?

Mox:Iamthekindofparentyouarenot.

Kesego:Sheshouldhavegonetoschool,you..

Mox:Heyheyhey,it'salittletoolateforbabymama

drama.Nevercallmeagain.

**

**

**Goodafternoon
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Mox:Heyheyhey,it'salittletoolateforbabymama

drama.Nevercallmeagain.

Hehungupfurious.MmaMoxwalkedbehindhim

andclearedherthroat.

MmaMox:Iseverythingokay?

Mox:It'sKesegoareIshouldn'thavechanged

Rati'ssurname.

MmaMox:WhatdidItellyou?

Mox:AndhaveRatibetheonlyonewithadifferent

surnamewhileeveryoneusesmysurname,wellif

shetakesmetocourtthensheiswelcometo.Iwas

doingeverythingformydaughter.

MmaMoxdecidednottosaymore.

Mox:Kesegowatena,Iswearifshecallsmewith

nonsenseeveragainIamgoingtogostraighttoher



husband.

Hesaidandwentbackinsidethehousewhere

Tsalaandthegirlswerecooking.

Tsala:Hey!

Mox:Hey!

Tsalawipedherhandsandtheywenttotheirroom.

Sheclosedthedoorbehindherandlookedathim.

Tsala:Talktome.

Mox:Kesegocalled.

Tsala:(Rolledhereyes)Areng?

Mox:Theaudacitytoquestionmyparenting!

Tsala:Whatdidshesay?



Moxtoldhereverything.

Tsala:Siessheisonlyseeingthenewspapertoday?

I'dbeashamedifIhadtofindoutthingsaboutmy

daughteronTVorinthenewspaper.Whatmakes

herthinkshehastherighttocontrolhowyouraise

yourdaughter.

Mox:Iwillembarrassher.

Tsala:Embarassherbabewagotwaela.Itsthe

audacityforme.Keengsheforgotgoreshetold

Ratigoreshewantsnothingtodowithher.Ihope

shedoesn'tcallagainwhileIamwithyoubecauseI

willtellherwheretogetoff.

Mox:Shedoesn'tdeserveyourattentionorenergy

babe.

TsalasmiledandkissedMox.

Tsala:Letmegofinishcooking.



Mox:Okay!

TsalawentbacktothekitchenandMoxsatdown.

Flyncameinthebedroomwithaball."Daddylet's

play"hebeggedMox.ThoughnotinthemoodMox

stoodupandwentwithhimoutside.Moxkicked

himtheballandwhenitwashisturnhekickedit

towardsthegate."Goal"heranaroundvictoriously.

Mox:Goaljang,whoareyouplayingwithbythe

gate?

Flyn:Didn'tyouseeitgotbetweenthosetwogates.

Hewenttogetitandkickedittothetap.

Flyn:Mamabona!



HesaidtoMmaMoxwhowassittingwithafew

eldersdrinkingcoke.Flynkickedtheballthistime

towardsMoxandtheycheeredforhim.

Flyn:Ididit?

Mox:Didwhat?

TheywentaheadwiththeboringgameofFlyn

callingeverykickascoreandtheoldpeople

cheeringforhim.

ThesameEvening

"Heythefoodisready"BethsaidtoTumiwhowas

sittingoutside.

Tumi:Canweeathereit'scool.

Beth:Okay!



Fewminuteslatershecamewiththeirfood,they

satdownandstartedeating.

Beth:Areyouokay?

Tumi:IamfineIamjustthinking.

Beth:Yeah?

Tumi:OfmyMum.Somuchhashappenedwithout

her,Imissher.

Bethstoodup,wentovertohersideandhugged

him.

Beth:Iamsorrybabe.

TumiletoutafadesmileandhuggedhisWifeback.

Beth:Weshoulddosomethingtorememberher.We



havethephotosandvideosakere.Kanainallher

grandkidsonlyLolyandIssaknowher.

Tumi:Howmanydoesshehavenow?

Beth:twelvemoregrandkids.

Tumi:Heelangwewerenotplayingforthepast

seventeenyearsakere.Twelve?

Theylaughed.

Beth:Wehadthreemore,Tsalahasthree,Johnhas

two,PeteroneandMmolokithreewithoneonthe

way.

Tumi:Youareright,weshoulddosomethingto

rememberherby.

Beth:MaybewecandoitatGweta,thepeoplethere

don'tknowyouguyskana.

TumiturnedtoBethandsmiled.



Tumi:Youareright,ketabualebonnake(Iwilltalk

tomysiblings)

AtTshwano'sHouse

TsalaputFlynbetweenthegirlsandletthe

mosquitonetdown.

Yama:Whenarewegoinghomemothoyokanahe

doesn'tknowhowtosleep.

Tsala:Youguysaregoingtobestayingherefor

anotherthreedayswhileweforourhoneymoon,

FridayweareallgoingtoSeruleforanother

celebrationthenthat'swhenwewillgohome.

Rati:Icantwait.

Tsala:Wellgoodnightguys.

Flyn:Goodnightmummy!



Tsala:Iloveyou!

Flyn:Iloveyoutoo.

Sheclosedthedoorandjustasshewasaboutto

gototheirroomMmaMoxcalledher.

MmaMox:Closethedoor.

Sheclosedthedoorandsatnextonthebed.

MmaMox:Howareyou?

Tsala:Iamfinejusttired.

MmaMox:Eheee.Intheolddayswehadathing

calledgotswallalelwapa.

Tsala:Whatisthat?

MmaMox:Iamnotspeakinginabadway,itisif

youfoundamanwithkidsandyoualsocamewith

yourkidsyouhavemorekidsafterthemsothatall



thekidscanbesiblings.

Tsala:Oh!

MmaMox:IfYamawastheyoungestitwouldn't

matterbutsheistheoldestsoyouhavetohavea

babythatisbothFlyn'ssiblingandRati'ssibling.

Tsala:Getpregnantagain,aahaah!

MmaMox:Itwasdonesothatthekidsneverfeel

liketheotherparentisnottheirparent.Kegorein

otherwordsyouwerelockingyourfamily.

Tsala:CanIhavehimorhermaybeafterboten

yearsjaana.Ican'tfallpregnantnowIjustgotback

intoshapeandIamfeelinggoodaboutmyself.

MmaMox:Iwasjusttellingyou,gapeOtswanetse

wathatswalesire(Plusyoushouldhaveababy

aftermarriage)

Tsala:Iyoobathong,wholeninemonthsagain,have

mercyonmeplease.

MmaMox:Hahaha!

Tsala:Butthanksfortellingme.MoxandIactually

discussedhavinganotherbaby,itwillhappenand



thenheiscomingtostaywithyouakereyouwanta

babysobad.

MmaMox:WaimarapoaheletsemogoboAratwa.

ThesedaysIcan'tdoanything.

Tsala:Noshemyouareold.

TheybothlaughedandTsalastoodup.

Tsala:Letmegotobedmma.

MmaMox:Goodnightmygirl.

Tsala:Night!

ShewenttotheirroomwhereMoxwasstillinthe

shower.

Mox:Babeyourphonewasringing.

Tsala:Whowasit?

Mox:Idon'tknowIwasintheshower.



Tsalapickedupthephoneandhadamissedcall

fromTumi.

Tsala:Iwillcallhimtomorrow,itwasTumi.

Shetoofoffhergownandwentintotheshower.

ShekissedMox'sbackandtracedherhandsdown

tohisD.

Tsala:MmaMoxareweshouldhaveababy.

Mox:YeahshetoldmetoointheafternoonandI

toldhernotnow.WewillhaveonewhenFlynisat

Varsity.

Tsala:Heelang,Iamnotgoingtobefourtyseven

andpregnant.

Mox:YouwantthebabynowbecauseIcangive

youonerighthererightnow.



Tsalagiggledashepickedherupandpinnedher

againstthewall.

AtMmoloki'sHouse

Mahlogotintobedthenshereachedforaglassof

waterandtookasip.Mmolokileanedoverand

kissedher.

Mmoloki:Haveagoodnightmylove.

Mahlo:Tumimustbeloadedakere.

Mmoloki:Mahlo,MahloItoldyouakeretostop

talkingaboutpeople,hemusthavemoneyafter

what?

Mahlo:KeraabecauseBethretiredandsheisa

houseWife.

Mmoloki:Wedon'tknowwhysheretiredakere.

Mahlo:Whatkindofbusinessesdoeshedo,Ihear

hehasasecuritycompanywithMox,whynotyou



guysbecauseyouarehisbrothers.

Mmoloki:..

Mahlo:Areyousleeping?

Mmoloki:IwilldropyouatTumi'sHousetomorrow

soyoucanaskhimallthosequestions.

TheFollowingMorning

RatiknockedonMmaMox'sdoorwithatrayoftea

andbread.

MmaMox:Eheeengwanakeee!

Rati:Ican'tstomachanythingbeforetenwenayou

drinkteakaboseven.

MmaMox:AkereIwakeupearly.

Rati:Yeah!

Ratisatdownastheoldwomanpouredherselfa



cupoftea.

MmaMox:Sowhatareyoudoinginthemeantime?

Rati:Mumforcedmetotakepastryclasses.

MmaMox:Wenayouwereplanningtostayathome

anddonothingallyear?

Rati:Yeah!

MmaMox:Aaah!

Rati:BathongMamadoyouknowhowtiringschool

is,IwantedtorestmymindbeforevarsitybecauseI

planongraduationintwoyears

MmaMox:KoUBgagotodisiwehaha.

Rati:Theywillhavetomakeexceptionsformethen.

MmaMox:NnaIthoughtmaybeyoudidn'twantto

gotoUBbecauseyouhaveaboyfriend.

Rati:Hahaheeee,Ihaveoneyesbutheisnotthe

reason.

MmaMox:Don'tfallpregnant.



Rati:Iwon't!

MmaMox:Goodgirl.IwashappywhenIsawyouin

newspapersandTV,everyoneinthevillagecameto

seemeandtheyweresohappy.Ifeltsobig.Istill

havethenewspapers.

Rati:Haha!

MmaMox:Serious.

Rati:Thankyou,Iloveyou!

MmaMox:Iloveyoutoongwanangwanaka(My

granddaughter)takethisbreadbackIamnotgoing

toeatit.

AtFlyn'sSchool

MoxwalkedFlyntothegateandhewavedathim,

MoxwavedbackthenFlynrantotheclassroom.

JustasheturnedaroundhiseyesfellonSame,he

lookeddownatthelittlegirlshewaswith.



Dove:ByeMummy!

Same:Bye!

Moxwatchedthelittlegirlthatremindedhimso

muchoflittleYamaruntotheclassroom.Shewas

fitlikeYamahadbeenasababyandtheirsoft

voices.

Mox:Hi!

Same:Ohhi!

Mox:Isshemine?

**

**
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Mox:Hi!

Same:Ohhi!

Mox:Isshemine?

Same:What?Mox?Whatwillyoudoifsheisyours?

Mox:Iamjustasking!

Same:Nosheisnotyours.

Mox:Shejustremindedofmydaughterwhenshe

wasyoung.OsuresheisnotminebecauseIdon't

want..

Same:Kesurerelaxsheisnotyourchild.Weused

protectionremember?

Mox:TherearethingsthatIhaven'tsharedwithmy

WifeandI.

Same:Don'tworry,therearethingsthatIhaven't

sharedwithmyhusbandtoo.



Mox:Great,Iwillseeyouaround.

Same:Bye!

Moxgotinhiscaranddroveoff.Samegotinhers

andsighedwithhereyesclosed.

AtTshwano'sHouse

TsalahuggedMmaMoxandafeweldersasthey

gotintheCombibacktoSerule.

Tsala:Seeyounextweek.

MmaMox:Byebye!

Tsalaclosedthedoorforthemandwaveduntilthe

Combidissappearedthenshewentbacktothe

housewhereshecontinuedpacking.Moxcamein

andhuggedherfrombehind.Tsalaturnedaround



andMoxkissedher.

Mox:Youreadytogo?

Tsala:Yes!

Moxtooktheirbagstothecar.Tsalawenttoknock

intheroomRatiwas.

Rati:Comein.

Tsala:Heyweareleaving.

Rati:Enjoy!

TheyhuggedandshewalkedTsalaoutsidetothe

car.

Tsala:Pleasedon'teatmopakowagaFlynibought

enoughtolasthimaweek.

Rati:Okay!



Tsala:IwillseeyouguyskaFriday.

Rati:Bye!

Shewavedatthemasthecarleftthenshewent

backinsidethehouse.

Tsala:Soisthereabeachwherewearegoing?

Mox:..

Tsala:Babeeee,justonehint.

Mox:Thereislotsofwater.

Tsala:Okaaaay!

Mox:That'sallIamsaying.

Tsalarolledhereyesandlookedoutside.They

arrivedattheairport,gotcheckedoutandbordered

theirplane.

Tsala:Kasane?Ithoughtyousaidit'snotin



Botswana.

Mox:Babewabalabala(Youtalkalot)justwaitto

besurprised

Tsala:Oookay!

Shekeptquietastheplanetookoff.

AtTumi'sHouse.

BethopenedthedoorandMahlowalkedin.

Beth:Bathongyoulookreadytopop.

Mahlo:TothinkthatIhavetwomoremonthstogo.

Beth:IyooIdon'twishtobeyourightnow.

Mahlo:Hahaha!Leteng?

Beth:Yeah,Ihaven'tevenbathedyetIjustdropped

Bofeloatschool.



Mahlolookedaroundanditwasmessy,cupsonthe

table,socksandshoesonthecouch.Shefollowed

Bethtothekitchenandsatdown.

Beth:Youwantsomethingtoeat?

Mahlo:NoIalreadyhadbreakfast.

ShewatchedasBethtookallthebowlswithcereals

andputinthesink.

Beth:Morningsarehecticgoremma.

Mahlo:Akere!

Beth:Wespenttwentyfullminuteslookingfor

Anaya'sSchoolbagkantesheleftitinmycar.

Mahlo:Hahaha!

Beth:Anywayhowareyou,Ihaven'tseenyouin

dayssincethewedding.



Mahlo:Akere.

Beth:KanaIwaspissedmogomasweIfoundbo

IssaandZoedrinkingalcoholleboYamasaand

Rati.

Mahlo:IbetboYamaaretheoneswhocamewith

thealcohol.

Beth:Ihatetodisagreewithyouonthatone

becausemaybetheyaretheoneswhocamewith

thealcohol.Youcanneverknowwithteenagers.

Mahlo:Maybe.OkaeTsalashehasalreadywentto

herinlaw's?

Beth:NotheywillbegoingkaFriday,kebonea

tsentsestatusaleinaplane.

Mahlo:Theyhavemoneyforplanesbuttheydidn't

haveoneforawedding.

Beth:Haha,IrememberwhenIgotmarriedItoo

wantedjustfivepeopleatmyweddingandan

expensivehoneymoon.

Mahlo:Itcanneverbeme,ItoldMmolokigorewhen

wegetmarriedIwantatentyatwohundredguests.



Beth:Hahahawillyouafforditthesedayskanahela

decoforfiftypeoplekebofivethousand.

Mahlo:Hisbrotherswillchipinhahahaakerethey

didwithTsala.

Beth:Eheeee!EneMmolokiarewhenishe

marryingyou?

Sheaddedtwospoonsofsugarinhertea.

Mahlo:AaahIdon'tknow.

Beth:Lewenayoushouldstopgivingthismankids

untilheputsaringonit.NnakanaTumimarriedme

keleamonthpregnantwithourfirstborn.

Mahlo:Waimenstillcheatakerewitharingontheir

finger,nnaandmymandon'tneedtogetmarriedto

beafamily.

Beth:Don'tsaythatoutloudhemightnotmarryyou.

Mahlo:Hewill.



AtChobeWaterVillas

"Thankyou"Moxsaidtotheroomserviceand

closedthedoor.Tsalahurriedoutsideandlookedat

theriverview.

Tsala:Babe!It'sbeautifulhere!

SheturnedtoMox.

Tsala:Babeee,utwaahelasuchpeaceandfreshair.

Mox:Wedeservethis.

Tsala:Wedo!Ilovethesurprisebabeit'sbeautiful.

Shehuggedhimthenshewenttothebathroom.

"Wowbabeyouhavetoseethis"Moxsmiledand

wenttothebathroom.



Tsala:Ihaveanidea.

Mox:Uhhhh!

Tsala:Didyouclosethedoor?

Mox:Idid.

Shekissedhimandtheyhelpedeachotheroutof

theirclothes.

MonthsLater..

OnacoldSaturdaymorninginNewyork.Dove

lookedoutsidethroughthewindowthensheran

backtobedwhereSameandRomeowerestill

sleeping."Mummywakeupitshappening,it's

snowing"thelittlegirlsaidexcitedly.

SameandRomeowokeupandtheyalllooked

outside."MerryChristmasbabe"hekissedhiswife

andSamesmiled."MetooDaddy"Dovesaidgiving



Romeohercheek.Romeokissedit.

Dove:Let'sgomakeasnowman.

Same:Bathong,notnowlet'sgotobed.

Dove:NoIamgoingtosithereandwatchthesnow.

InGweta

Tsalaputawrapperonthebeetrootsaladbowland

tookitinside.Herphonerang,shewipedherhands

andpickedup.

Tsala:Hello!

Yama:Mamawearebythefillingstation.

Tsala:Okayyourdadiscomingtogetyou.

ShelookedaroundandspottedMoxinblueoveralls

helpingtakethebigthreeleggedpotoffthefire.



Tsala:Heythekidsareherecanyoupleasegoget

them.

Mox:Okay!

Hewipedthesweatoffhisforeheadwiththeback

ofhishandandgotinhiscar.Tsalawenttothetree

whereMmaNalediwassittingwithafewelders.

Tsala:Mmewee,can..

Flynandhiscousinsranaround."Heylona"Tsala

shoutedatthem."Goplayfarfromhere"shesaid

thenlookedatherGrandmother.

Elder:ThisonelookslikeNaleditota.

MmaNaledi:Sheistheonlygirl,lastborn.



Tsalasmiledastheolderwoman,sheshookher

handandkissedit."Doyouknowme?"thelady

askedTsala.

MmaNaledi:Waibaakerekebaditoropo(These

onesgrewupinthecity)theydon'tknowushere.

Oldie:MonaaaIamyourGrandmother,

Rakgadiagwemmago.Mmeneeregaalebilerrago

mogolosetsalammagoaboarekgentsedi.(Iam

yourpaternalAunt,mymotherandyourgrandfather

weresiblings)

Tsala:Eemma!

Oldie:Iamgoingtochargeyoufornotknowingme.

Tsalalaughed,sheevenforgotwhatshecameto

askherGrandmother."John"MmaNaledicalled

Johnashepassedby.

MmaNaledi:Ehee,yo(PatJohn'sshoulder)Yoke

eneyoOkgwiswanglebelekeyo.(Thisistheolder



brother,theonebeforeTsala)

Oldie:HeeyngwanaMalomeOneatogela

makgarebeleMakaujaana.(MyCousinleftbehind

suchbeautifulkids)

JohnandTsalasmiled.Theygotintroducedtofive

morepeoplethentheywenttothehouse.

Tsala:Heeywillwegetthejobdonetotahelagao

rewahetaebilewabitswa.

Tumi:That'swhyIusethebackdoor.Igreeted

sevenpeopleearlier,gotintroducedseventimesbut

theywereallthere.

Theyalllaughed.BethandJohn'sgirlfriendcamein

withabowlfullofrice.

Beth:BathongarewedonennajaanongIwantto

bath.



Tsala:Waitwhyarethesedrinksnotputinthe

fridge.

Shesaidputtingthedrinksinthecoolerboxfullof

ice.

MeanwhileMoxparkedoutsideandwentintothe

yardwithYamaandRati.

MmaNaledi:Heeeybanyana!

ShecalledouttoYamaandRati.Theywalkedtoher

andsheintroducedthem.

MmaNaledi:ThisoneisthefirstbornwagaTsala.

Thisoneisherlittlesister.

Thegirlswentaroundgreetingtheelders.



MmaNaledi:Lastbornisthatonewithabighead

whohasbeenplayinghere.

Oldie:NalediOsuleasabonaweeeee!Makgarebea

kanakana.(PoorNaledidiedwithoutseeingsuch

beautifulgrandkids)Doyougotoschool?

Yama:Wewillbegoingtouniversitynextyear.

Oldie:Eheee,youaresobeautiful.StudywellIwant

toheargotweletsenakoUBekoAmerica.(Iwant

tohearthatyoustudyatUB"Universityof

Botswana"inAmerica)

Thegirlslaughedandknodtheirheadsthenthey

wenttothehouse.Theyjumpedhuggingtheir

cousins.

Issa:Banyanayoucamelate,therearecuteboys

kwano.Theydon'tlivefarfromhere.

Yama:Whatarewewaitingforlet'sgoseethem

cuteboys.



Flyn:Aah!IamgoingtotellMummy.

HeranoutsideatthebackwhereTsalawassitting

withMox,withherfootonMox'slapmassagingit.

"Heywenaotawelamodipitseng"(Watchityou

willfallinthepots)

Flyn:MummyboYamabarebagobonabasimane

babante.(MummyYamaandRatiwenttoseecute

boys)

THEEND!!!

**

**

**IWANTTOTAKETHISTIMETOTHANK

EVERYONEWHOHASBEENREADINGWITHUS,

EVERYONEWHOLIKEDTHEINSERT,EVERYONE
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SUBSCRIBEDFOROURFRIDAYINSERTS.LE
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