
Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart



Prologue

Somepeoplebelievethatthefirsttopeopleto

becreatedweregiantsmaybethat’swhythere

isastoryofDavidandGoliaththegiant.Gosh

onestorythatmotivatesme.Irememberone

timeIwassittinginahallgoingthroughmy

ownthingsandthepastorjustsaidmaybeit’s

timethateachandeveryoneofusslaystheir

giant.ManIlookedathim andwonderedifhe

reallyknowshowbigmygiantisrightnow

Likehewasreadingmymindhesaid“Noone

would’vethoughtthatasmallboylikeDavid

woulddefeattheGoliath,manyhadtriedand

weredefeatedbuthecamewithaslingand

shotstraightatGoliath’sheadandthatwasthe

endofthefight”

ItsoundspossibleIthoughttomyselfbutin



realityit’snotthateasytheGoliathIwasfacing

backthenI’m sureheliftedweightsandran

marathonsthat’showwellbuiltarm myGoliath

was.ThelastpartofthespeechthatI

rememberhislastpartwas“themostimportant

thingiswhereyouarehitting,youneedtolook

fortheweaknessesjustlikehowitlooksat

yoursandfeedsonthem togetstronger”

Iknewmyweaknesswasnothavingastrong

faith,lackofconfidenceandlowself-esteem

andeverydaymyGoliathmadesuretokeep

workingonthoseuntilIgaveinandsuccumbed

tobeinghisslave.

ManypeoplelookattheBibleasabookof

stories,astorybookjustlikeanyother.WellI

sayitdependsonhowyouarereadingwhich

partofitareyoureading.



Youcan’tbedepressedbutreadascripturelike

Psalms118:24that’sforwhenyoufeelgrateful.

MynameisLubanziJacobsabrothertoZack

XolisaJacobsandafathertoAngelaJacobs.

GrowingupIdidn’thavethatmuchfaithinGod.

WhenIheardmyfather’sstoryIdidn’twantto

believethatHodcansometimesallowsomany

badthingstohappentoonepersonatthesame

time.Helosthischurch,hisbusinessesfelland

helosthishome,hiswifeandhehadtofind

othermeansofsurvivalbecausehehadlost

faiththat’showIgotintroducedtotheother

sideoflifeandbecameScarface,aruthless

gangsterwhodealtwithdrugs,money

launderingandweaponsdealing.Therewas

nothingIdidn’tdoexcepthumantrafficking.

ThatIdidn’tdoIhadahumanheartandsodid

mydad.IwassometimesahitmanbutmostlyI

killedrapistswhenvictimshiredmetodosoall



inallIkilledthosewhodeservedit

Lookingbacktothatlifenowitseemssofar

likeastoryfrom theStoneAge,it’sadistant

memoryofIcanputitthatway.HonestlyIhave

hadmyfairshareatlife,hustledforsurvivalbut

inallhonestyIhaveneverfeltascompleteasI

dowhenIlookatthewomanwhohasmyheart

butstillwon’tletmein.IthoughtIwouldnever

loveanywomanbesidesKatlegobutIlovea

womanthat’snotevenmineyetevenmorethan

IlovedKatlego

NOLWAZI

“Howarethekids?”

Ilaughedithasn’tbeenlongsincesheleftfor



herhoneymoonbutheheartisbehind,shehas

beenaskingaboutthekids.Iignorehertexts

nowshedecidedtovideocall

Me:Ihaveeverythingundercontroldon’tworry.

ThekidsaresleepingrightnowIwillcallyou

tomorrowmorningsothattheycangreetyou,

althoughI’m stilladvisingagainstit

“I’lltrytonotworryIpromiseIwon’tcall”

Me:pleasedon’tbecauseI’m closingto

switchingthisphoneoff

Shelaughed

Thisgirlisnottakingmeseriousakangaziyazi



Shefinallysaidhergoodbyes

IswitchedmyphoneoffimmediatelybecauseI

knowatextwillfollowwithhertellingmewhatI

needtodowhenYenzadoeswhatandwhen

ZenandeandQhamisadothisandthat

It’sfunnyhowlifesometimesturnout

differentlyfrom whatyoualwaysimagineitto

be.IrememberasayounggirlIhadalways

picturedmyselfasateacheroranurse,loving

comfortablewithkidsandalovinghusband.

Butthingsdidn’tgotatway

Ilost10yearsofmylifeallbecausesomeone

chosetonotlistentome,someonechoseto

looktheotherwaywhileIwassuffering.But

stillevenduringthesepast10yearsIusedto

imaginesomethingdifferentfrom whatIhave

now.WhenmyfriendsseemetheysayIam

blessedandhaveagoodlifebecauseitisreally



noteasybeingonthissideoftheworld.Inside

youronlyworryisyoursafety,youdon’tworry

aboutfoodorrentorgettingajob.Butonceyou

getoutyouhavetostartworryingaboutthose

thingsandwithacriminalrecordit’snoteasyto

findajob.

Ibelievethattherearetwosidestolifejustlike

therearetwoversionsofoneperson.Thereisa

goodpersonandthereistheevilversionofthe

sameperson.Preciousclassifiesthesetwo

versionastheDallaandtheAker.Ialsobelieve

thatatsomepointthesetwoversionscomeout

atthesametimehencethepsychosocial

disorders.Idon’tthinkitsreallyadisorderjust

thepersonalityofyoursecondversionshowing

itselfthroughyou.

Isentmyparoleofficeamessagelettingher



knowthatifshedoesn’tfindmeatmyplace

sheshouldcomeandlookformeatZack’s

placesinceI’m babysittingthekids

Idecidedtoheadtobed.It’senoughthinking

foronenightIevenhaveaheadache

#VanessaJohnson-Dube

Him:herparoleofficercan’tstoptalkingabout

howwellsheisdoing,Idon’tseehowshewill

gobacktojail

Me:Idon’tunderstandthejusticesystem in

SouthAfricaI’m sureeventheministerof

justicedoesn’tunderstandtoo.



Him:it’sbeen10yearsVee.Don’tyouthinkit’s

timethatyouletgoofthishateyouhave

againstyoursisterI’m seriouslynotlikingthis

personyou’vebecome

Mxm thisfoolwouldn’tunderstandwhatI’m

goingthrough

Me:it’snotfair.Lookather.Sheisattenda

weddingofthemostfamousman,mymom

wasn’teveninvitedtothatweddingyetshehas

sharedastagewiththatguybutlookather.

Sheislivinglifelikeshedidn’tdoanythingatall

Him:canyoupleaseswitchoffthelightIcan’t

sleep

Me:soyouwouldrathersleepwhileI’m talking



toyouwhatkindofahusbandareyou?

Him:theonewhoistiredfrom working.Iam

notgoingtogetinvolvedinyourhatewithyour

sister.Ihelpedyourmotherwiththecase,you

knowthattooandeverythingwentthewayit

wassupposedto.Sowhatifsheserved10

yearsinsteadof15?AihlukananamiVanessa

Hestoodup

Him:I’llbeintheguestroom sinceI’m not

allowedtosleepinthisroom

Hewalkedout

Hewillneverunderstand.Mysistertookaway

mylife.Shetookawaythemostimportant

personinmylifeandIwillnevergethim back



whileshegetstorebuildherlife

IcalledmymotherbutherphoneRand

unanswered

Me:mapleasecallmewhenyougetthis

message.Weneedtomeetanddiscusswhat

wearegoingtodothatbitchislivinglifelike

nothinghappenedwecan’tletherenjoyherself

Iplacedmyphoneundermypillow

Mysisterisnotevensupposedtoenjoy

breathingnorlaughingandtalkingtopeople
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Fewmonthsback

Her:I’lltakethekidswithmeandyoucancome

seethem anytimeyouwant

Me:whydon’tyoujustmoveinhereforthetime

being

Her:noI’m notdoingthatIalreadytoldyou

what’sgoingtohappenjustacceptthat.You’ll

liveherealoneandI’lllivewiththekidsatmy

place.Youcanpickthem upeverymorningto

drivethem toschoolsinceyouhavethecar

Me:okayfineI’lldothat



It’shardconvincingthiswoman,howmuch

harderwillitbetowinherheart?Shehasbuilt

somanywallsaroundittoapointthatIcan’t

evengetclosetoit

Me:younevergotbacktomeaboutmy

proposal

Her:I’m stillthinkingaboutit

Me:howaboutIgiveyouamorevalidreasonto

thinkaboutit

Her:don’tstart

Me:youwillstopmewhenyouare

uncomfortable



Her:hlukananam LubanziChristopherJacobs

Isurrenderedbecauseit’sclearshedoesn’t

wantanythingtodowithme

Ifonlysheknewhowperfectsheisforme.

Eventhisstupidproposalissexwithnostrings

attachedwasn’tgoingtowork.I’m already

attachedIwasjustgonnapretendthatI’m not

untilshebecomesattachedtoo

IthoughtlookingafterthekidswhileZackand

Isiphoareontheirhoneymoonwasgoingto

bringuscloserbutnopeit’snothappening.

Todayshewokeupsayingsheistakingthekids

toherplace,howaregoingtobondifweare

housesapart



Me:I’m goingtocheckuponthekids

Her:finallyI’llbeabletobreathefreely

Ohwow,canshebemoresavage

Ifoundthegirlsplayingwiththeirtoyswhile

Yenzawassleepinginhiscot

Me:girlscomehere

Theyallstoodupandcametome

Me:soIwantyoutotellauntNolwazithatyou

don’twanttoleavethishouse.IfyoudothatI’ll



buyyouguyssweetsandicecream

Zenande:ha!Babayouareaskingustolietoan

elder?

Me:nononobabyyouarenotlyingyouarejust

goingtotellheryouwanttostayherewithher

Qhamisa:yhuuungumsebenziloosenzisa

wona(that’salotofworkthatyouaremaking

ustodo)sweetsarenotenough

Me:whatdoyouwantke?

Qhamisa:goingtothenewlyopenedwaterpark

wouldbenice



Zenande:sothat’swaterpark,sweetsandice

cream

Qhamisa:andyouaretakingustoschoolevery

morningandpickingusup.

Me:finefineI’lldoalloftheabovejustsaywhat

I’m tellingyouneh

Qhamisa:dealbaba

Shetookherhandoutforahandshake

Qhamisa:thisconcludesourbusiness

Me:howoldareyouagain?



Qhamisa:I’m turning13soon,IhopeI’llbe

gettingmyownbedroom nextyear

Me:why?

Qhamisa:I’m oldsoIcan’tbesharinga

bedroom withKids

Me:aiwewilltalkaboutthatnextyear.Don’t

forgetneh.Whenshetellsyoutopackyoutell

youdon’twantleave

Them:cool

IlookedatAngelashejustsmiled,Ihopeshe

doesn’tdoherownthings



Qhamisa:I’lldothetalkingsinceI’m olderthan

youguys

Greatidea

Ilefttheirroom andwenttomybedroom tojust

lookatafewpapers,Ihaveabigmeeting

tomorrowmorningsoIneedtobeprepared

Nolwazigotinlookingfurious

Her:didyouputthekidsuptothis?ReallyBanzi?

Tellingthem tosaytheydon’twantleavethis

house.Canyougetanylower?

Istoodupandlockedthedoorsinceshewas



standingbythebed

Her:what’swrongwithyou?ItoldyouI’lltake

them tomyplaceandyoucancomeseethem

butnopeyoujusthadtomanipulatethem

Iwatchedhershoutatwithhersmallvoice.

Thiswholescenewasjustturningmeon

Ipulledhertowardsandjustshutherupwitha

kisswhichshedidn’trespondtoafewseconds

andthenshefinallygavein

Shewasenjoyingitbecauseherbody

movementsshowedmethatshewantsit’s

muchasIdo.Shefinallypulledbackandgave

measlap

Her:don’teverdothatagain



Shewalkedtowardsthedoorandtriedtoopen

it

Ididn’tevenallowhertoturnaroundtohitme

againipinnedheronthedoor

Ifoundmywaybetweenherlegs

Her:pleaseletmegoBanzi

ShesaidsoundingweakasIworkedmyfinger

onherclit

Slowlywithoutevenrealizingitshehadopened

herlegsupforme



Her:I’llstayherewiththegirlsthenpleasejust

letmego.Thiswillcomplicateourworking

relationship

Me:shhhhhhjustenjoyyourselffornowand

worryabouteverythingelseafter

Herjuicesmadeiteasierformetokeeprubbing

herclit

Myotherhandwasonherboob,playingwith

hernipple

“Mmmmhhhh”herlittlemoanwasmotivation

enoughformetofingerfuckher

“Mmmhhhhahhhh”



It’ssocommonthatmostwomenhaveaweak

spotontheirneckshehasonetoo

Isuckedonitmakingsuretoleaveahickey

Itookariskofturningheraround,Ithoughtshe

wouldrunawayandstopmebutshedidn’t

Iplacedherlegovermyshoulderandhercastle

wasstaringme,waitingformetodevourit

Iusedmythumbtocontinuerubbingherclit

ItspasmedeverytimeIhitthesensitivepart



Shesmellslikerosesandvanillaatthesame

time.It’sherbodywash

Ibeganeatingherupandafterafewminutes

herhandwasbehindmyheadpushingme

inwardswantingmoreandmoreofme

IknowshewishesIcouldtickherrightnowbut

Iwon’t,ItoldherI’llgiveherareasonto

considermyproposal

“I’m gonnacomeBanzi,ohfuckahhhhhh”

Ilockedhercleanandmovedawayfrom her

Herbodywasstilltryingtorecoverfrom the

orgasm soshesliddownthedoorandsatdown



Iwenttothebathroom towashmymouthso

thatIcangoeat

WhenIcameoutshehadmovedandsatonthe

bed

Istoodbythedoorjustlookingather,Ican

imaginewalkingintofindhersleepingonthis

bedwithnothingbutasheetoverher.IbetI

wouldlookforwardtocominghomefrom work

Iopenedthedoorandsheranoutlikeshewas

beingchased,nowordsutterednothing

MaybeIshouldn’thavedonethat,maybeI

scaredheroff



Thethingisit’shardtoreadaNolwazi,Icould

tellsheenjoyedwhathappenedinthebedroom

butIdon’tknowifsheenjoyeditenoughto

wantmore

IfoundherfeedingYenza.Thatsightalone

turnedmeon,shewouldlookgoodwithmy

babyonherlapwhileI’m intheloungewatching

soccerorinmyofficegoingoverwork

documents

SheburpedYenzaandhandedhim tomeand

thenhelpedAngelafinishherfood

Angela:Lwa,areyougoingtohelpmedrawmy

hand?



Lwazi:whydoyouwanttodrawyourhandbaby

Angela:ourteachersaidwemustdoit

Angelaistheyoungestamongthegirls.

Zenandeis11yearsnowturning12soonwhile

mylittleangelisjust3yearsturning4soon.I

remembernotbeingsureifIcanraiseheron

myown,lookathertodayI’vecometoofarey

Me:Icanhelpyouwithitbaby,AuntLwazihas

togoandlockherhouseandgetherclothesfor

worktomorrow

Shegavemeastare,youwouldthinkshewill

stopwiththoseafteranorgasm butnope



Lwazi:I’llhelpyouwhenIgetback

Angelaclappedherhandsshoutingyeyyy!I

guessshedidn’twantmetohelpher

Me:I’llorderinfortonightsoyoudon’thaveto

cook

Isaidandshedidn’tevensayawordshejust

continuedwithfeedingAngelalikeIdidsay

anything

IdecidedtoleavesinceitseemslikeI’m

unwanted

IjoinedQhamisaintheloungewatchingher

girlymovies



Qhamisa:youaretoomuchbaba

Thischild

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Qhamisa:IseethewayyoulookatAuntLwazi

Me:andhowdoIlookather?

Qhamisa:thesamewaythatdadlooksat

mama

Yhoothesekidsmara

Qhamisa:IknowI’m just13andIknownothing



butwhenmyDadlooksatmamait’scute

Me:cute?Whatdoyouknowaboutcute?

Qhamisa:that’swhatthatgirlsaidtothatboyin

thismovie.Shesaidyouarecute

Me:maybeyoushouldstopwatchingtv

Qhamisa:Goshhowmuchevilcanyouguysget?

IaskeddaddytobuymeaphoneherefusedI

askedmamaandshesaidIshouldaskdaddy

butwebothknowwhathisanswerwassoI

didn’tbother.Icametoyou,yousaidI’m too

youngandnowyouwantmetostopwatching

tvaichaI’m tiredofplayinghairdresserfor

AngelaandZenandeI’m oldforaplayroom



Me:youain’tolduntilwesayso

Qhamisa:arghhh!Youareallevilmaarn

Sheleftforherroom

Me:youseeYenza,womenaredramaticeven

atayoungage

Yenza:bbbhllkllllyyybbbbbhhhjnnnbbn

Me:yeahyouarerightboy.Let’sjustwatch

soccer

Nolwazi



ItookanUbertomyplaceallthiswhileI’m

thinkingaboutwhathappened.IcouldIletmy

guarddownlikethat.I’m sureinhiseyesI’m

nowweak

OfcourseIam,histouchweakensme.Inever

thoughtitwouldbethiswaywhenIhadalways

imaginedhim touchingme.

Icanstillfeelhislipsonmineandhishandson

myclit

Goshwhatdidthismandotome.Howam I

goingtobeabletolookathim afterthis?

MaybeIshouldjuststartlookingforanewjob

becausethingshavejustgottencomplicated

Lookforanotherjob?Whoam Ikidding?Iwas

luckytoevengetachancetoworkina



cooperateworldwithmycriminalrecordthe

onlyjobIcangetisawaitressoracleaner,

evenmydegreeisuseless

MaybeIcanstartabusiness

‘Whoareyoukidding?Youdon’tevenhave

moneytobuyacarwhat’sabusiness’thebitch

voiceinmesaid

Thecarcanetoahalt

Driver:wehavearrived

Me:thankyousomuch.Iwouldaskthatyou

waitsothatyoucantakemebacktowhereyou

pickedmeupbutI’m surethatwillbetoomuch



Driver:Icanwaitbecausethiswasmylasttrip

anywaysI’m workingnightshifttodaysoIneed

togoandprepareforwork

Me:letmequicklygetinsidethen

Iraninsidetheyardandintothehouse

ThankGodIalwaysironandhangmyclothes

Itookmyformalclothesandheels,mylaptop

bagandeverythingelseIwasgonnaneedfor

tomorrow

I’lljustgetmoreclothestomorrowafterwork

Ilockedupandwentbacktothecarandhe



drovemebacktoZack’shouse

Itcostmealotbutit’sbetterthanhavingto

waitawhileforanUbertoarrive

“Iwould’vedroveyoutoyourplacetogetyour

things”

HesaidassoonasIgotin.Ididn’tevenlookat

him Ijustwalkedpasthim andwenttooneof

theguestroomsdownstairs

Hesleepsupstairssothisisgood,wewon’tbe

ineachother’sway

Idecidedtotakeanapjusttorest,I’vebeen

cleaningsincemorning,theaftermathofa



wedding

Iwaswokenupbysmallhandstouchingmy

face

Me:heyangel

Her:foodishere

Aftersayingthatshegotoffthebedandexited

theroom.I’m sureshewastoldtocomewake

meupsothatIcaneat

Iwantedtofollowherbutsomehowmybody

wasfrozenonthebed.IfIsitatthatdining

tablewithLubanziattheotherendIwillnotbe

lookingathowheischewingfoodbuthowhis



mouthtookmetocloud9.Seewhyit’sgonna

hehardaroundhim?

MylifeissuddenlycomplicatedIdon’teven

knowifthereisawaytomakeituncomplicated

ifthereissuchathing

I’vealwayshadthatsometimesinlifeone

reachesapointofnoreturnIthinkIam I’m at

thatpoint

“Thefoodisgettingcold”

Me:IsaidI’m cominggeezgetout

Him:noneedtobitemyheadoffI’m leaving

Hesaidwithhishandsraised



Howcanyouhateandwantsomeoneatthe

sametime?Isitevenpossibleornormal

Idecidetotakeashowerjusttopasstimeso

thattheycanallfinishandI’lleatalone

AfterbathingIfindthediningroom,loungeand

kitchenempty

JustwhatIneeded

AftereatingIgoandcheckonthekids.Istop

whenIseethatthedoortothegirl’sbedroom is

slightlyopen

Angela:Idreamtaboutmom lastnight

Him:really?Whatdidshesay?



Angela:shewasjustsmilingatme.Ithinkshe

ishappy

Him:that’sgoodbaby

Zenande:sobaba?

Him:yesnana

Zenande:isauntLwaziAngela’snewmom?

Hekeptquiet

Qhamisa:youaretooforwardZenandeItold

younottoaskhim that



Him:soyouguysweretalkingaboutsuch?

Qhamisa:notreallyit’sjustthatsheisvery

goodwithkids,welikeher,Angelalovesher

andshelovesAngelatoo.MeandZenandewe

haveanewmom toosowethoughtaunt

NolwaziisgoingtobeAngela’smom tooso

thatwecanallhavemothers.Twomothers

really

Him:youcanaskheryourselvestomorrowhow

aboutthat?

Zenande:Angelashouldaskher

Him:stopcorruptingmybabyyoutwo



Qhamisa:aiGoodnightbabaandpleasewake

upearlytomorrowwecan’tmissschool

Angela:goodnightdaddy

Zenande:goodnightbaba

Ididn’twaitIquicklyrandownstairsandwentto

myroom

Thisisthereasonwhyelderswarnedusagainst

eavesdroppingbecauseyou’llhearthingsyou

arenotreadyfor
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Lwazihadjustfinishedpreparingforworkand

wasjustwaitingforLubanzitocomebackso

thattheycanleavetogetherforwork

Shepassedtimebyfixingpillowsinthedining

room andwipingdustovertheshelves

Aknockonthedoordisturbed

Lwazi:pleasedon’ttellmeyouforgotyourkey

andIdon’t...

Sheopenedthedoortobemetbyherparole

office,shehadgivenhertheaddresstoZack’s

house

Lwazi:Lerato?Iwasn’tawarethatyouwere



comingtoday

Lerato:IknowdearIthoughtIshouldcome

nowbecauseI’m goingtobebusyduringthe

day

Lwazi:comeonin

Shesaidmovingasideforhertogetin

Lerato:heymoghelyouaregoingupinthelife

ladder

Shelaughedbecausesheknewhowcrazy

Leratois

Lwazi:IwishlikeIsaidI’m justbabysittingfor



myfriendwhoisawayonahoneymoon

SherepliedfollowingbehindLeratoasshe

admiredthehouse

Itwasprettyclearthatwhoeverlivedherewas

loadedLeratothoughttoherself

Lerato:itseemsyouhaverichfriendsinyour

pocket

AsmuchastheywerecloseLwaziwantafan

ofdiscussingotherpeoplethathasalways

beenherprinciple

Lwazi:sowhatdoyouneedfrom me?

Leratoturnedhearinghertone,sheknewLwazi



wasn’t100%girlyandshenevertriedtoplease

herwhenshecaneforhervisits

Whatyouseeiswhatyougetfrom her

Lerato:justcheckingifyouarestillemployedat

thatcompany?

Lwazi:yesIam stillemployedthereandasyou

canseeI’m dressedupforworkandmyboss

willbehereanymomentnowtopickmeup

TherewassomethingabouthowLeratolooked

atheraftershesaidthat.Amixtureof

judgementinhereyeswithshockatthesame

time

Lerato:yourboss?



Sherolledhereyes.Shehatedrepeatingherself

Lwazi:yesmyboss,myfriendismarriedtohis

brotherbuttheyhavekidssotheyaskedmeto

babysitbuthealsoliveshere

Lerato:wouldn’tyousayyouguysaregetting

morepersonal?

Lwazi:personalinwhatsense?

Lerato:youarebothinvolvedpersonallyso

won’tthataffectyourprofessionalrelationship?

Lwazi:Iam hispersonalassistant,Ihavetobe

involvedeveninhispersonallife



Thedooropened

Banzi:Lwaziweneedto.....(hestoppedonhis

tracksrealizingthattherewassomeoneelse)

weneedtogo

Lwazijustsmiled

Lwazi:letmefinishuphereandI’llbewithyou

shortly

Lerato:don’tberudeLwaziintroduceme

Lwazi:notthathehastoknowyoubutLubanzi

thisLeratomyparoleoffice,Leratothisis



Lerato:LubanziJacobsyourbossand

housemate

Shesaidextendingherhandforahandshake

Banzi:ifyoureallyknewmethenyou’dknowI

don’tdohandshakes(toLwazi)I’llwaitinthe

car

Afterthatheturnedaroundandleft.The

disappointmentinLerato’sfacecouldnotbe

maskedbyanyfakesmileitwasprettyclearto

anyone

Lerato:I’veseenenoughcanwegetpersonal

now

WitheyebrowsraisedLwazilookedather



Lerato:isyourbosssingle?

Lwazi:andwhyshouldIdisclosethat

informationtoyou?

Lerato:comeonLwazihookagirlman,the

thingsIwoulddotohim inonenight

Lwazi:Iwouldlovetolistentoyourfantasies

butI’m afraidIhavetoleaveforwork.Soif

thereisnothingelsepleaseexcusemeIneed

togetmythingsandleave

Lerato:talkaboutsomeonewantingtobethe

onlyonerollingwiththerich



Lwazi:excuseme?

Leratoclickedhertongueandleft

Althoughbeingoutsidefeelslikefreedom it’s

notreallyfreedom whenyoustillhavetodeal

withpeoplelikeLerato.Lwazithoughttoherself

asshelockedupandjoinedBanziinthecar

#Inthecar

LubanziwatchedNolwazilockingupthehouse

andwalkingtowardsthecar.Hethoughtabout

howgreatitwouldbetodothiseverydayforthe

restofhislife.Hedidn’thavetimetowaithe

isn’tgettinganyyounger.Hewouldlovetohave

astablehometoo



Lwazi:Banzi!

Sheshoutedsnappingherfingers

Banzi:what?

Lwazi:let’sgo

Hestartedthecaranddroveout

Lwazi:what’sgoingon?

Banzi:whywasthatwomanhere?Areyouin

trouble?

Lwazilaughedattheconcerninhisvoiceand

thesuddenworriedexpressionhehadon.She



couldn’ttellwhyhewasworried,washeworried

becausehewillloseherasaP.Aorwashe

worriedaboutlosingI’m hertotally?

Lwazi:it’smandatoryforhertocomeseemeat

leastonceaweek.Itsawayforthegovernment

toknowthatI’m notviolatingmyparole

conditions

Suddenlyhisfacerelaxed.Hewasworriedafter

all

Banzi:owhIdon’tlikeher

Lwazi:(laughing)youarenottheonlyonewho

doesn’tlikeher



Banzi:(laughing)howdesperateisshetogeta

manreally?Shecouldn’tevenhideherflirting

Amazedathowhedidn’tlikeawomanwas

flirtingwithhim.Shelookedathim

Helookedatherforabriefmomentand

focusedbackontheroad

Banzi:IlikeitwhenIchaseawomannotthe

otherwayaround.It’scuteyesbutwomencan

bepsycho.Itwillmovefrom beingaromantic

gesturetobeingastalker,afreak.SoItryto

avoidwomenthatthrowthemselvesatme

Lwazi:wowthat’safirst



Shedidn’tknowwhetherthismeantshewas

enjoyingthehardtogetgamesheisplaying.

Wasplayingsinceyesterdayhemanagedto

taketocloud9.Suddenlyshegotworriedabout

howthat.Didhefindhereasy?Shecouldhave

foughthim offright?Wasthechaseover

Lubanzinoticedthatshethinkingdeep.

Hopefullyit’sabouttheirlittlejoyyesterday.He

couldn’treadher,from whathesawinher

duringthattimehecouldtellthathedidplease

herbutdidhedowell?

Banzi:aboutyesterday

Lwazi:I’dratherwenottalkaboutandforgetit

everhappened



Hearinghesaythathurthim.Hedidthinkshe

mightsaythatbuthewashopingotherwise.It

wasprettyvisibletoanyonethatheis

disappointedevenLwazinoticedthechangeof

emotionsinhisface,hiseyessuddenlyfelland

didn’tlookbrightandhappy,hisfacewasrather

unexplainableAndtheheavysighhereleasedit

wasprettyclearthathewasbattlingwithhis

emotionsrightnow.Hewastryingsohardto

suppressthem andhidethem sothatshemay

notseethem butlookingatherfaceitwas

prettyclearshehadalreadyseeneverything

Howdoeshepretendnothinghappenedwhen

sheisallhethinksaboutwhenheentershis

room,whenhelooksathisdoor?It’sclearthat

shehadnoideaofhowemotionallyattachedhe

wastoher.



Banzi:Iguessyouareright.Wewouldn’twant

anythingruiningourprofessionalrelationship

Hefinallyspoketryingtosoundconvincingto

herbutitwasnotevenconvincingtohim

Heplayedmusicjusttopasstimeuntiltheyget

towork

Itwasgoingtobealongday.

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#03

Banzi:Iaskedyoutomakeme5copiesofthat

documentandyoumade3.WhywouldI

request3whenIam meeting5people?Didyou

evenbooktheboardroom likeIaskedyouto

Lwazi:I’m sorryIthoughtyousaid3



Banzi:fixthis

Hesaidhandingherthefiles.Itwasjusta

mistakebuthemadeitseem likeshejustmade

him loseamillion.Shewonderedifthiswasstill

aboutthefilesoritwasmorethanthat

Theydidn’tevengothatfarbutalreadytheir

professionalrelationshipisruined

Shemadethecopiesandpreparedtheboard

room.Carefullyplacingbottledwateranda

glassforeveryone.Sheplacedpensnextto

eachdocument.Checkedthattheprojectorwas

workingandconnectedBanzi’slaptopand

displayedhispresentation

Satisfiedwithhoweverythingwassheleftthe



boardroom togotoherdesk

Suddenlytheworkloadwastoomuch.Mostof

Zack’sclientswerereferredtoherandshe

couldn’thandleallofthem atoncesince

someonewerejustangryandunreasonablethe

wouldn’tevenletherexplain

Voice:youbettertellyourbossthatifhe

doesn’tgetbacktomehemustforgetabout

mybusiness.You’vebeenmakingmeholdfor

thepast5minutes

Shedobadlywantedtorollhereyesbecausehe

madeitsoundlikehewasholdingforanhour.It

wasprettyclearthisguywasnotusedtothe

normallifethateveryonelives.Everyonegrows

patienceandgetsusedtowaitingafterbeing

onalineatthebankonthefirstweekofthe



month.Andalsobeingonalineattheclinic

waitingtoseeaDoctormakesyounoteven

carethatyouwaitedanhour.Becausethereyou

canwaitfor2or3hourstoseeadoctor.You

mightendupfeelingfinewhileonthecueand

leavebeforeseeingthedoctor

Sheusheredtheclientswhoweremeeting

Lubanzitotheboardroom andthentookher

lunchbreak

Althoughshehasbeenatthecompanyforover

amonthnowshestillsataloneduringlunch.

Shewasn’treallyintogroupsbutsurprisingly

oneladysatnexther

Her:hiI’m Amanda



Lwazilookedathertryingtounderstandwhy

shechosetosithere

Lwazi:I’m Nolwazi

Her:(smiling)Iknow

Lwazi:youdo?

Sheaskedsurprised

Amanda:apartfrom beingaloneryouarethe

cuteandsexyP.AtoMrLubanziJacobs

Lwazi:oh

Amandawasnervous,everyoneintheoffice



wasabitscaredofNolwazi,herconfidenceand

thewayshecarriesherselfwasintimidatingbut

shewantedtoknowher

Amanda:notthatpeoplearetalkingaboutyou.

It’sjustthat

Lwazi:noneedtoexplainIunderstand

Shesaidpackingupherthings

Lwazi:I’m sorrybutIhavetoleavenow.Idon’t

reallyhavealunchbreaktodayIwasjust

squeezingitinsinceMrJacobsisstillina

meeting

Amanda:it’scoolIunderstand,I’llseeyou



tomorrow

Lwazinoddedwalkingaway

Atleastshewasn’trudetomeAmandathought

toherselfandshedoesn’tseem likehow

peoplehavebeendescribingher.Behindthat

ntonidatinglookthereisasweetpersoninher

Colleague:stoptryingtofindgoodineveryone.

Thatwomanwilltellwheretogetoffquicker

thanyoucanspellyourname

Amanda:ohpleaseTumi,sheisnotthatbad

Tumi:notthatbad?Youmustbekiddingme.

Thatwomangotintheboardroom lastweek

andmademepackupmythings,Ididn’tknow

shehadbookedtheboardroom



Amanda:knowingyou,youmust’vegaveheran

attitudeuntilshebecamerude

Tumi:atleastI’m notdesperatetomakefriends

likesomeoneIknow

AmandajustbrushedoffTumi’snegativityjust

likehergrandmotherhasalwaystoldher

InBanzi’soffice

Nolwaziknockedonhisdoorandwaitedforhis

response.Themeetinghadendedsohemust

beinhisoffice

Banzi:comein



Hesaidinaverylowvoice

Shecouldtellsomethingwaswrongfrom his

voice

Sheslowlywalkedtowardshisdesktryingto

readhismood

Lwazi:iseverythingokay?

Banzi:yeseverythingisfineI’m justtired

Hesaidlookingupather.Anyonecouldseethe

frustrationinhisface,thelinesonhisforehead

wereprettyvisible

Lwazi:whathappenedatthemeeting?



Banzi:itwasokayjustclientsmakingthings

difficultfornothing

Lwazi:Iwantedtotalktoyouaboutsomething

From herfaceheknewwhatthiswasabout

Hestoodupandpouredhimselfwaterandjust

stoodbytheglasslookingoutsideaspeople

movedupanddown

Heturnedtolookather.Shewasbattlingwith

words

Banzi:I’m sorryI’vebeenajerkthewhole

morning.IguessI’m notgoodwithrejection



Lwazi:it’sokay.Youjustneedtolearnto

separatepersonalandprofessional

Banzi:I’llworkonit.

Banzi:I’m doneforthedayinthisbuildingmy

lastmeetingisattherestaurantafterthatI’ll

pickupthekids,shouldIcomegetyou?

Lwazi:noI’llfindmywayhome.Ineedtopass

bymyplacethisafternoon

Banzi:okay,seeyoulaterthen

Shelefthisofficewithalotinhermind.Itwas

surprisinghowhewashumblerightnow.



Banzipackeduphisthingsandlefttheoffice

HewasmetbyTumijustoutsidehisdoor

Tumi:leavingalready?

Banzi:YeahIhaveameetingoutoftheoffice

Herepliedlockinghisoffice.IfLwazineeded

anythinginsideshehasherownkey.

Lwaziwatchedthem throughhertheglasswall

ofhertinyofficeastheywalkedtowardsthe

elevator.Itwasvisibletoherthatsomething

hadhappenedbetweenthetwoorTumiwas

tryingtogethim forherself.Alightsting



passedthroughherheart,whyam Ifeelingthis

wayallofasudden?Shewonderedtoherself

Shegotbacktoherworkeventhoughher

concentrationwasslightlydisturbed

Amandacanetosaygoodbyetohersinceshe

wasdoingsomeworkforherbossoutofthe

office

Amanda:Ihavetogopickuphissuitandtakeit

tohishomeandalsopickhissonfrom school

anddrivehim tohisgrandmother’splaceand

thenI’llbedonefortheday

Lwazi:ratheryouthanme.I’m stilltypinga

proposal.Ineedmybosstolookatittonightso

thathecanmakechangesasndIwillfixthem



tomorrowmorning

Amanda:seeyoutomorrowthen

Lwazi:bye

Amandawalkedawayleavinghertoher

thoughtsasshetypedtheproposalBanzihad

drafted.Itwouldn’tbebadtohavesomeoneto

talktooverlunchoranytimearoundtheoffice.

Althoughshelikesherspacesheisnot

completelyantisocialshehasneverbeengood

withstartingconversations

Laterintheeveningatthehouse

Shegotoffthetaxiandwalkedtowardsthe



house.Herotherjobwasabouttostartand

honestlyshewasabitlowonenergy

Shecouldhearlaughterfrom outsidethedoor.

Someoneelsewasaround

Sheopenedthedoorandthekidsrantoher

immediately.Allofthem tryingtoholdapartof

herbody

Lwazi:youguysmust’vemissedme

Qhamisa:wewerekindaworriedwhenBaba

camealonetopickusup

Qhamisasaidpullingawayfrom thehug

Zenande:yeahwhydidn’tyoucomepickusup



withBaba?

Lwazi:Ihadworktodosoyourdadquickly

rushedtoyouguyssothatyouwon’tbethelast

onesatschool

Qhamisa:makessensenowthen

Angelawasstillholdingontoher

Sheplacedherbagonthefloorandpickedher

up

Lwazi:what’swrongbaby?

Angel:missyou



Lwazi:ImissedyoutoomyAngel

Shesaidkissingherallovertheface.Thatwas

onethingthatalwaysmadehersmile

ShewasagladthatIsipho’sgrandmothertook

Yenzabecausebetweenworkandthekidsit

wasalltoomuch

Shewalkedtothekitchenwithherinherarms

whilethebiggirlswatchedtv

TohersurpriseTumiwassittingononeofthe

barchairsdrinkingwinewhileBanziwas

cooking

Lwazi:Heyguys



Tumigaveheraweirdlook,whileBanzismiled

atthem

Banzi:Iknewyou’dbetireddoIdecidedtocook

Lwazi:ohpleasedon’tkillus

Banzi:comeonBabeyouknowI’m goodwith

thepots

Thebabeinhissentencecaughtheroffguard.

Hewinkedather

Tumi:youguysaredating?

BanziwalkedclosertoLwaziandgavehera

peckonthelipsandgaveAngelaoneonher



cheek

Banzi:yeah.TumithisismygirlfriendLwazi,

LwazithisisTumi,sheisamanageratthe

mechanicsdivision

Lwazi:nicetomeetyou

Tumi:soletmegetthis,youarehisP.Aand

girlfriend?

Banzi:yepthat’swhatsheis

Lwazi:I’lljustputDebonairsonspeeddialjust

incasethingsgowrong

Banzitouchedhischestpretendedtobeinpain



Banzi:I’m sohurtrightnow

Lwazi:I’m sorrymylove.Didthekidseat?

Banzi:yeahtheydid,QhamisaandZenande

madesandwichesandIfedAngelanoodlesbut

shewasn’thelpertodayshedidn’tevenfinish

them

Lwazi:yeahInoticedthat.Shehasbeenholding

metighteversinceIpickedherup

Tumilookedinbetweenthem astheytalkedas

ifshewasn’tthereanymore

Tumi:maybeyouarebabyinghertoomuch,



howoldisshe?

Lwaziturnedtoher,Tumi’stonewasn’t

pleasantandshewasnotlikingthat.Just

lookingatTumi’sfaceshecouldtellthat

alreadyshedoesn’tlikeher

Lwazi:sheis3years

Tumi:butyoucarryherasifsheisayearold

Lwazi:Ijustmissedher,andshemissedme

shewillbefinesoonandshewillgoandplayI

justneedtofeedher

SherepliedtoTumiwhojustraisedherglass

finishingthecontentsthatwereinside



Lwazi:Babe,couldyoupleasefollowmewith

mybags.Ileftthem bythefrontdoor

ShesaidtoBanzibeforewalkingawayand

disappearingintooneofthebedrooms

Shegotinherbedroom andplacedAngelaon

thebed.Shewassleepy.Sheplacedherhand

onherforehead.Hertemperaturewashighand

herchestsoundedlikeit’scongested

Banzigotinwithherbedwhileshewasstill

inspectingAngela

Banzi:issheokay?



Lwazi:hertemperaturedoesn’tfeelnormal,

pleasebringthefirstaidkitsothatIcan

measurehertemperature

Hequicklyleftinpanicandcamebackwiththe

kit

SheplacedthethermometerinAngela’smouth

forafewsecondsbeforereadingher

temperature

Banzi:isthatnormal?

Lwazi:no,didyouaskwhattheydidtodayat

school?

Banzi:yeah,shesaidtheywererunningand



playing

Lwazi:maybethesunincreasedherbody

temperature,hopefullyshewillbebetter

Tomorrowmorning

Banzi:thankyouforplayingalongbackthere

Lwazi:don’tevermakemedothatagain

Banzi:Iknowit’sinappropriatebutIhadno

choice.TumiisagoodlookingwomanbutI’m

notinterestedinherthatway

LwaziplacedathrowoverAngelandstoodup

Lwazi:let’sgocheckonthepotsbeforethey



burn

Thefollowedeachothertothekitchen

Lwazi:godoyourhomeworkgirlsandyouwill

watchtvafter

Qhamisa:it’sabouttoendsoon,wewillleave

Lwazi:don’tmakemecomebackagain

Thegirlsnodded

Sheworeanapronandmovedovertothepots

tocheckwhatBanziwasdoing

Hereallywasn’tbad,hewasactuallybetterthan

shethought



Tumi:soBanziwhenarewegoingonthat

dinnerthatyoupromisedme?

SheaskedwithnocarethatNolwazihis

“girlfriend”washere

Banzi:wecanmakeitadoubledate.Youbring

youmanandI’llcomewithLwazi

Tumi:(laughing)whatman?YouknowIdon’t

haveaman

Banzi:babeyouhavetotastethisstewforme

andtellmewhatyouthink

HesaidturningtoLwaziwithaspoonofgravy.



AsawkwardasthiswasLwaziplayedalongand

allowedhim tofeedher

Shewasabouttogiveherfeedbackwhenhe

smashedhislipsonhers.Shedidn’tknowwhat

todoatfirstbutslowlysherepliedtohiskiss

placingherarm overhisneck.Shehastostand

onhertoesbecauseheisabittall

Shewasn’tsureifthiswasallstillpartoftheir

presenceorwhatbecauseitfeltreally,likehe

waspouringallhisemotionsout

Theyfinallybrokethekisslookingintoeach

other’seyes.Banzi’sfacewasjustfilledwith

emotionswhileshewasfilledwithconfusion

andalltheotherfeelings



Hekissedherforeheadandletgo

Lwazi:it’sperfect

Hesmiledrevealinghisperfectteeth

“Mxxxmm”

TheirsmallbubblewasburstedbyTumi

clickingheretongue

Theyturnedtoheronlytobemetbyherangry

face.Shepickedherbagandleftwithoutsaying

aword

AssoonasthedoorclosedBanziandLwazi

laughedathowshewassteppingherfeethard

onthefloortryingtobedramatic



Theirlaughterdieddownandtherewassome

awkwardnessbetweenthem

Lwazi:letmecheckifthegirlshavegonetodo

theirhomework

Shesaidrushingoutofthekitchentogetaway

from theawkwardness

Shefoundthegirlsbusyontheirstudytables

doingtheirhomework

Qhamisa:isAngelaokay?

Lwazi:Ithinksheiscomingdownwithaflubut

Iwillbesureinthemorningitmightbebecause



itwashottoday

Qhamisa:shecomplainedthatit’spainfulwhen

sheisbreathing

Lwazi:yeahInoticedherbreathingwasn’tokay.

Shewillbeokayguysdon’tworry

Sheclosedthedoorleavingthegirlstofinishup

ShewenttocheckuponAngelaoncemoreand

shewaswheezingbutatleastshewassleeping

Shetooktheproposalshewastypingandwent

toBanziinthekitchenhopingthatthe

awkwardnesshaddieddownnow

Lwazi:Ifinishedtheproposal,youcango



throughitandmakechangessothatIcantype

itagain

Banzinodded.Hismindwasstillonthatkiss

butitwasamazinghowshemovedonso

quicklyfrom itlikenothinghappened.Wasshe

reallypretendingbecauseitfeltreallytohim?

Hewasdonecookingandwasonlycleaningup

thecounterandwashingthelittledisheshe

wasusing

Banzi:pleaseplaceitonmydressingtableI’ll

gooverittonightandgiveyoufeedbackinthe

morning

Shenoddedandwentupthestairstohis

bedroom



Hefollowedher.Heneededtomakesure

whetherwhathefeltwasjusthisimagination

andnotwhatwasreallygoingon

Hefoundherfixingthingsonhisdressingtable,

packingthem totheirrightfulplaces

Lwazi:I’m sorryIjustcan’thelpmyself

Banzi:it’sokay

Helockedthedoorandslowlywalkedoverto

her

Banzi:Canwepleasetalkaboutearlier?

Lwazi:what’stheretotalkabout?Wewerejust

puttingonashowforTumisothatshecan



leaveyoualone

Hecouldfeelhisheartfallingtothepitofhis

stomach

Banzi:soitwasallfortheshownothingmore?

Lookinginhiseyeskilledallthedefenseshe

had.Itwasn’tallpretense,thekisswasreal

enough

Shesatattheedgeofthebed

Lwazi:theseawkwardencountersneedtostop

becausetheyaremakingthingsweirdbetween

us



Hestillsaidnothingashestoodinfrontofher

Shelookedathisfacetryingtoreadhim but

shegotnothing

Heloweredhimselftoherlevelandheldher

chin

Banzi:I’m goingtokissyouthesamewayIdid

earlieron.Ifyoudon’tfeelanythingthenstop

me

Lwazi:Banziwe....

Heshitherupwithakisswhichsheresponded

to

Thefactthattheyarealonemadethingsbetter

nowandthekissreallyfeltdifferforbothof



them

Hedeepenedthekissandsheallowedhim

Hishandsweremovingalloverherbackwhich

sentshiverstoherspineandmakingherclit

vibrateandinvoluntarymoanescapedherlips

asheloweredheronthebedpushingher

upwardstomakespaceforhim tobein

betweenherlegs

Hethingswereouttoplay,shehaschangedher

formalclothestoacasualdresswhenshegot

toherplaceAndnowhishandsweremoving

aroundherbarethighs

Hislipsmovedtoherneck,shewasgladthat

shetookaquickshoweratherplacetoremove



allthesweatfrom theday

Hishandmadeitswaytohercastle,she

wantedtocloseherlegsbutthesensationwas

toomuch

Hewentbacktoherlipswhilehebrushedher

clitoverherunderwear.Hecouldtellthatthe

fabricwasgivingheralittlediscomfortsohe

movedherunderweartothesideandrubbed

herclitwithhisfingers

Helittlemoansmotivatedhim togoon

Hestoppedthekisstolookintohereyes

Thelookinhereyesasherubbedherclitwas

priceless,herbodywasmovingabigin

responsetothesensation



Heusedhisotherhandtopullherdressupand

removeditwithherhelp

Shewasn’twearingabrasinceshedidn’treally

havebigboobs

Heloveshowtheywereshaped,hernipplewas

hard,hesuckedonitwhileheremovedher

underwear

Shewasnotcompletelynakedwhilehewasstill

dressed

Sheremovedhisshirtexposinghischestand

abs



Shehadsomanychancestostopallofthisbut

herbody,herheartandhermindhadbetrayed

her

SheremovedhisbeltandopenedhisZip

placingherhandinsidehim

Hissizescaredherabit.Washegoingtofit

insideher.Shewasnovirginyes,sheevenhas

asonbutit’sbeenyearssinceshehassex.In

factshehasneverhadsex,shewaspenetrated

Feelingthatherbodyhadtendeduphewent

backtoherlipswhilerubbingherclit

Sheremovedhispantsandunderwearandhis

dicksprunginbetweenthem

Sherubbeditgivinghim ahandjob



Maybeitwastimetotellhim thetruthbefore

theygoanyfurther

Shepulledoutofthekissbreathlessly,she

lookedintohiseyesashelookedathers

Banzi:iknow,justrelax

Shenoddednotevensurewhathemeantwhen

hesaidheknows

Heinsertedafingerinsideher.Inawayhe

wantedtoseeifhewouldfitinsideherandhow

gentleheshouldbeinordertofit

Helovedhowherbodyrepliedtohistouch



Heinsertedasecondfinger,hermoanshad

filledtheroom,theywerethesexiesthehas

everheard

Hewentbacktoherlipsasheremovedhis

fingersandplacinghisdickatherentrance

Lwazi:condom Banzi

Banzi:I’m clean.Wewillgetthemorningafter

pill.Thecondom willhurtyou

Lwazi:Iwillbefine

Hedidn’tlistentoherhebrushedhisdickover

herentranceandpushedhistipinside



Hekissedherrelaxingherbodyasitwas

tendingup,hepushedhimselfgentlywhile

takingbreaksinbetweentoallowherwalksto

stretch.Thisfeltlikehewasbreakingher

virginityanditfeltthesametoherasherwalls

openedupforhim

Hepushedhimselfoncemoreandshecould

tellthattheywerestillhalfwaythere.Herbrain

triedtoplaybackcertainmemoriesbutshe

decidedtoopenhereyestolookintohis

Banzi:justfocusonme

Hesaidashemovedgentlyinsideher

Herbodystartedrelaxingagainassoonhe

couldfeelherwallsopeningup



Althoughhehasn’thadsexinalongtimehe

wasgoingtotrynottorushthissothatshecan

alsoenjoyherself

Beforeheknewithewasfullinsohebegan

makingdeepstrokesasgentleaspossible

Sheheldontohim ashemovedinsideher,

changingherlegs

Thepainwasgonenowandthepleasurehad

kickedin.ThankGodtheroom wassoundproof

becauseshecouldn’tholdhermoans,thisman

wasgivingittoherreally

Herbodyvibratesassheorgasm,hefuckedher

throughtheorgasm andtheturnedheraround

Shekneltdowntryingtostopherselffrom



falling

Hecancontinuedfuckingheruntilshegavein

againandsodidhebecausehedidn’tfeelhim

movefasterbeforeshootinghisseedsinside

her

Shefellonhertummyasheremovedhimself

from herstilldrippingoftheirjuices

Hewenttogetawarm towelfrom the

bathroom towipeher

Hecouldn’tbelievethattheyjusthadsex,

maybethiswasadream hewassoongoingto

wakeupfrom

Thebathroom dooropenedandshelookedat

him



Lwazi:IthinkIshouldtakeashowerbeforewe

goandeat

Banzi:yeahthatagoodidea

Heopenedtheshowerdoorallowinghertoget

inside,heopenedthewater

Shejumpedatthecoldwaterhittingherback

Helaughedather

Banzi:I’m sorrythewaterwillwarm upsoon

Shestoodholdinghisotherarm asthewater

startedwarmingup



Hewashedherbackwhilemovingtoherbreast

massagingthem abit

Heloweredthewaterpressure.Shedidn’tknow

whatmadethingsworseforherbetweenthe

warm waterandhisskipperinghandsasher

massagesherwithhisshowergel

Anotherunintendedmoanescapedherlips,her

bodyhadbetrayedheroncemoresoshejust

openedupforhim ashepushedheragainstthe

coldwallwithherlegswrappedonhiswaist

Upanddownshewentmeetinghishisdick

halfway

Thiswasmoreintense,shecouldfeelhisdick

deepinsideherjustlikehowitfeltwiththe



doggystyle

After15minutesshecameandhelethergo

withoutcomingsheheldontohim forbalance

ashefinishedbathingher

Aftersometimetheybothgotoutofthe

shower

Thepainbetweenherlegsmadeinhardforher

towalknormallybutshewaswillingto

pretendedlikeit’snothingshewasgoingtobe

abiggirlaboutit

Banzi:youdon’thavetopretendthatitdoesn’t

hurt.It’ssupposedtohurtandthat’snormalfor

today.



Lwazi:itispainfuleybutI’llbefine

Banzi:I’m sorryifIwastoomuch.Ihaven’t

beenintimatefor3yearsnowmaybeIlostmy

touchIcould’veswornIwasgentle

Lwazi:relaxialsohaven’tbeenwithamanfor

over10yearssoit’sboundtohurt.

Shewasdonedressingupandsowashe

Thewalkeddownthestairstothekitchento

preparefordinner

Theyweresurprisedtofindthediningtableset

andready

Banzi:sitdownI’llwarm upthefood.Wedon’t



wantthekidstoaskwhyyouarewalkingfunny

Hesaidlaughingather.Shehithim onhis

chestandsatdown

Thegirlsjoinedher

Zenande:shouldIwakeAngela?

Lwazi:I’llfeedherafterit’sokaylethersleep

fornow

Banziplaceeverythingonthetableandjoined

everyone

Theyblessedthefoodandbegandishingup

NolwazidishesupforherselfandBanziwhile

QhamisadishesforZenandeandherself



Theyatewithalittleconversationandlaughter

asQhamisaandZenandetoldthem about

somefamousandmeangirlsattheirschool

LwazidishedupforAngelaandwalkedtoher

bedroom togofeedher

Sheplacedthebowlonthesidetableand

lookedatAngelawhohadsweatonherface

andwheezingsoundwasgettingworse

Thiswassomethingserious,sheopenedthe

doorandshoutedforBanzitocomewhile

pickedup

Lwazi:weneedtogotothehospitalsomething

isnotokaywithAngela

Banzididn’tasktwicehetoldthegirlstodress



warm andgotothecarwhilehechangedhis

shortstooandfollowedeveryonetothecar

afterlockingup

Thegirlsweresuddenlyworriedtooasthey

couldtellsomethingwasreallywrongwiththeir

littlesister

Lwaziwasseatinginbetweenthem carrying

Angela

Banziwastryingbyallmeanstodrivecarefully

sothathedoesn’tcauseanyaccidents,

althoughhewasadoctor,allthatdidn’thelpat

themomenthecouldn’tevenbringhimselfto

thinkofwhatwasgoing

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart



#04

Lwazisatdownwiththegirlsnexttoherwhile

Banzistoodagainstthewallnotfarfrom them

Hefearedlosinghisdaughterrightnow,he

thoughtofthepainhefeltwhenhelostTrish

andhewouldn’tbareitofhelosttheirdaughter

too

Thedoctorwalkedtothem after2hours

Thegirlswerealreadysleeping

Zenande’sheadwasonaLwazi’slapwhile

Qhamis’sheadwasonhershoulder

Doc:Heyman,sorrytokeepyouwaitingIgot

calledupinICU



Banzi:it’sokay,howismydaughter?

Doc:sheisokaysheiscomingdownwithflu

andwealsodiscoveredthatshehasasthma,

didyouknowthat?

Banzi:noIdidn’tknow,herdoctorneverpicked

thatup

Doc:it’snosurpriseshedidn’tbecausekidscan

havecongestedchestatsomepoint

Banzi:whatwillshedonowdoc?

Doc:Ican’tgiveherpumpssheisstilltoo

young,Iwouldadvisethatshedoesn’tplaytoo



muchsport,likerunningandsheshouldn’tbe

putinthesunfortoolong.Herweightisnot

reallyaproblem butshecanloseafewkilosso

thatherchestcanopenupabit.Iwillreferyou

toadietitianwhowillhelpwithafirstthatwill

makeherloseabitofweight

Banzi:canIgoseeherDoc?

Doc:yesyoumay,Ifhermothercanjustfollow

metotheofficesothatocanwritedown

everythingbecausemyshiftinghasendednow

BanzilookedatNolwazi

Shewokethegirlsandstoodupfollowingthe

doctor,BanziwalkedwiththegirlstoAngela’s

ward



Itbrokehisheadtoseetheoxygenpipeonher

nosebuttherewasnothinghecoulddo

Nolwazigotinaftersometimeandhandedhim

thepapersshegotfrom thedoctor

Shelookedatthegirlswhobadlywantedto

sleep

Lwazi:IthinkIshouldtakethesetwohomeand

Iwillcomeback

Banzi:letmedriveyouguys

Asmuchhedidn’twanttoleaveAngel’sbed

sidehehadnochoicebecauseQhamisaand



Zenandearejustkidstoosotheyneedtosleep

Thedoctorgotin

Doc:Iaskednursestobringtwomorebedsso

thatthesetwocansleep

ReliefwashedoverBanzibecausehewasn’t

surehewantedtobealone,hewantedLwazi

therewithhim

Thenurseswheeledthetwobedsinand

immediatelyZeeandQgotinandslept

Shesatonthecouch

Iftheydidn’thavesextheywould’vefoundher

earlierandnoticedsomethingwaswrong



Banzikneltbeforeher

Banzi:tonightwasgreatandIdon’twantyou

everthinkingit’sbecausewewerebusyinthe

bedroom whileshewantokay.Thesethings

happenandwewouldn’thaveknown

Lwazi:Ishouldn’thaveleftherside.Itwas

prettyclearshewasn’tokaybutinsteadIjust

wentandpleadedmyselfwithherfatherwhile

shecould’vediedfrom shortnessofbreath

Banzipulledherclosetohischestbecausehe

wasalsomadathimself,heisadoctorbuthe

couldn’tseethatsomethingwasreallywrong

withhisdaughter



Hesatnexttoherplacingherheadonhischest,

brushingherbacksothatshecancalm down.

Thethrowwashelpingthem rightnowbecause

shewasn’twarmlydressed,theaironwasalso

blowingwarm airthoughsoitwasn’tbad

TheystayedupforhourstalkinguntilLwazi

finallysleptonhislap

Althoughthiswasnotanidealsituationhewas

prettycontentwithhowthingsarebetween

them.Heknewthatthiswomanlovedhis

daughterandthat’sallthatmatteredtohim

Hewentbacktotheirsexualscene,replayingit

inhishead.Herememberedthatshehasto

takemorningafterpills



MaybethisistheonlywayI’llhaveherhe

thoughttohimselfashethoughtofthe

possibilityofherbeingpregnantwithhischild,

shewouldhavenochoicebuttofinallybehis

soit’sbestifhedoesn’tremindheraboutthe

pills

Morningcamewhilehesatthetherewaitingfor

Angelatoopenhereyesbutnopeshewasstill

sleeping

Lwazisuggestedthatshetakethegirlshome

sothattheycangetreadyforschool

Banzi:I’llcallthecompanydrivertopickyouup

athometotakethegirlstoschool

Lwazinodded,shekissedAngela’sforehead



andkissedBanzitoobeforewalkingoutwith

thegirls.Shedidn’tknowwhatcaneoverher

whenshekissedhim butinawaysheknewhe

neededitasassurancethateverythingwillbe

fine

TheirUberwasalreadyoutsidewaitingforthem,

theygotinanditdroveoff

Atthehospital

Banzilookedathisdaughterasshelaidthere

peacefully.Howhewisheshecouldtakethe

painawayfrom her

Hefeltahandonhisshouldersurprisedthat

Lwaziwasbackhelookeduponlytobemetby

Trishstandingoverhim lookingbeautifulin



whiteclothing

Banzi:Trish

Shesmiledlookingathim

Trish:shewillbeokaydon’tworry

Banzi:Idon’tknowwhattodo?

Trish:youareonlyfeelingthatwaybecause

Lwazisteppedout

Banzi:withherarounditwaseasyformetobe

strong



Trish:that’sbecausesheisyourstrengthand

becauseoflastnightyougutsareconnected

emotionallynow

Banzilookeddownbecausethiswasabit

awkwardtotalkaboutwithhisdeadex

Trish:Ididn’tseeyourssexscene.Butheavens

alwaysknowwhenthechosenfinallymatewith

theirmatessothat’showIknewandIsawhow

shewalkedwhenshewasleavingthehospital

Banzi:Ihurther

Trish:(laughing)yeahyoudid

Banzi:areyouokaywithher?



Trish:thatwomanlovesmydaughterlikeher

ownIhavenoreasontodislikeher.Justdon’t

messitup

Banzi:Iwon’t

Trish:good.Ineedtogonow.Takecareof

yourself

Shedisappearedbeforehecouldanswerher

HelookedatAngelawhoslowlyopenedher

eyes

Hejumpedtohisfeetlookingather

Banzi:heyAngel,I’m herebaby



Angelacriedlookingatherfather

Banzi:what’swrongbaby?Isitpainful

Shenodded

Banzi:thedoctorwillmakeitokayneh

Angela:Lwazidaddy

Banzi:sheiscomingback,shetookQandZee

toschool

Angelajustcriedhysterically,hetriedshushing

herbutitdidn’twork



HecalledthedoctorwhilehecalledLwaziwith

hisphone

Thedoctorgotin

Hewasamazedtoseehercry

Doc:what’swrong?

Banzi:shewokeupandcriedforLwazi

Doc:hermom?

Banzi:yes,shejuststeppedouttogetthe

othersreadyforschool

Doc:Idon’twanttosedatehertoomuchofit



won’tbegoodforher

Lwaziansweredherphone

Banzi:thankGodyouanswered,pleasecome

backAngelaiscryingforyou

“ThegirlsandIaredoneandabouttoleave.I’ll

askthedrivertodropmeoffthere”

Banzi:can’thedropyouhearfirst

“Thegirlswillbelate.I’lldofacetime,giveher

thephone”

Banzidroppedthecallandfacetimedherand

gavethephonetoAngela



ShekeptquietassoonasshesawLwazi’sface

theyspokewhileBanziwatchedwiththeDoctor

Doc:it’sprettynormalforkidstofeelsaferwith

theirmothersaround

Banzi:that’sthefunnypartdoc.Sheisnother

biologicalmother.Hecksheisnotevenmy

girlfriendyet.We’veknownherfor3months

now.Sheisfriendswithmysisterin-law.My

daughterinstantlylovedher

Doc:really?

Banzi:yeah



Doc:youareoneluckymanbecausefrom what

Isawinthatwomanshewasworriedlikea

mothershouldbehenceIassumedsheisthe

mother.Andthereisreallynolovelostbetween

youtwo

Banzi:I’m stilltryingtopersuadehertobemine.

IthoughthiringherasmyP.Awillbringher

muchclosertomeanditdidbutit’sjustnot

closeenough

Doc:itwon’tbelongmanjustbepatient.I

wouldkilltohaveawomanwhowilllovemy

kidsthewaythatwomanloveyours.Ihavetwo

kidsandsofarIhaven’tbeenluckyIbreakup

withallthewomenbecauseofmykids.Ifa

womandoesn’tlikemykidsthat’sadeal

breakerforme



Banzi:yeahbecausethereisnowaythatyou

willmiraculouslynothavekidsshejusthasto

acceptthem asapartofyou

Doc:maybeI’llbeasluckyasyouareman

Banzi:I’m surethatwomanwillcome

Doc:yeah,letmegodomyroundI’llcome

checkuponthislittleAngelwhenhermom gets

here

Banzi:thanksDoc

ThedoctorwalkedoutandBanziwatchedas

AngelaspokewithLwazioverthephone.Even

thoughshecouldn’tsayfullsentencesclearly



Lwazispoketoherasifsheunderstoodher

Theyfinallyendedthecall

Angela:Lwazicoming

Banzi:yesbabyshewillbeheresoon.Isitstill

painful?

SheshookherheadNo

Andtheysattherejusttalkingaboutanything

thatAngelawantedtotalkaboutuntilLwazigot

in

Shewaswearingadresswhichhuggedher

bodysoperfectly

ShegaveAngelaherfavoriteteddyandkissed



herforehead

Lwazi:I’m sorryIwasnotherewhenyouwoke

upbaby,Iwenttotakebunnyandalsobutyou

food

Allthatdidn’tmattertoAngelanowshewas

justhappytoseeLwazi

Lwazi:isitpainfulbaby?

Sheaskedpointingatherchest

Angelanodded

Banzilaughedbecauseshesaidit’snotwhen

heasked



Banzi:ha!!!!Angelaunamanga(youarelying)

youtoldmeitwasn’tpainful

LwazihitBanzionhischest

Lwazi:leaveheralone

ShestartedfeedingAngelaherCereal

Afterawhiletheyfinished,shewipedAngela’s

faceandlethersitandplaywithhertoys

SheturnedtoBanzi

Her:Icamewithyourclothes.Rememberthat

bigclientyouhavealwayswantedtotalkto?

(Banzinodded)wellhesentanemailandsaid

heisfreeforbreakfast



Banzi:wowthat’sgreat.Thatmanisverybusy

Lwazi:yeah

Banzi:Idon’tthinkIcanthough,Ican’tleave

Angelahere

Lwazi:Iam notgoingtoworkasyoucansee,

sojustgotothestaffquarters,bathanddress

up.Goandmeetthatmanandthencomeback

tous

Thelastpartmadehisheartjumpforjoy

Banzi:areyousure?



Lwazi:wewillbefineandbesidesyouhavea

phoneifweneedyou

Banzi:I’llbathherethestaffquartersarefar

Lwazinodded

Hetookhisthingsandgotinthebathroom

whilesheplayedwithAngela

Thedoctorgotintodoacheckuponher

Doc:Ihopeyouslept

Lwazi:Itriedto



Doc:goodthen.Wellthislittleladyisdoingwell.

Thatwheezingsoundisnotfullygonebutit’s

better.Wewillremovetheoxygenandseeif

shecanbreathonherownandifshecan.Iwill

dischargeherintheafternoon

Lwazi:areyousureDoc?Isn’tittoearlyto

dischargeher

Doc:I’m pleasedwithhowshehasbeenthe

wholenightandisseemslikeherchesthas

openedupabitandhertemperatureisdown.

Ofcoursewiththefluitwillnotgetbackto

normalimmediatelyandwillherbreathingbutif

Icankeepheragainovernighttonightjustso

youcanbesatisfied

Lwazi:I’llhaveatalkwithherfatherandwewill

letyouknow



Doc:heisaveryluckymaneybutifheever

messesupjustcomehereandshoutforDoctor

LuzukoandI’llcome

Banzi’sheartbeatsofastashewatchedthe

doctorflirtwithNolwazi

Lwazi:thanksaDocbutIthinkI’m finewiththat

man.Ifyoueverseemeinthishospitaljust

knowI’llbehereshoutingLubanziinstead

Shesaidgivingastraightface

Heliftedhishandsupinsurrender

Banzi:iseverythingokayDoc?



Heaskedpretendingasifhejustwalkedoutof

thebathroom

Lwazisteppedawayfrom thedoctor,suddenly

evenstandingnexttohim feltwrong

SheturnedtoAngelaandfocusedonplaying

withherwhilethedoctorexplainedtoBanzi

everything

Banzi:doyouthinkit’searlyforhertobe

dischargedmama?

Lwazilookedathim

Lwazi:Iwouldlovetobesurethatsheisfine,if

theDocisreallysatisfiedwithherprogress



thenhecandischargeher

Banzi:we’lltalkintheafternoonDoc

TheDocnoddedandleft

BanzitriedtoreadBanzi’sbodylanguage

Howmuchoftheconversationdidhehear?

Lwazi:I...Banziit’s

Shedidn’tknowhowtoevenputherwords

together

Banzi:coveryoureyesAngela



Angeladidastold

BanzipulledLwazicloseandkissedher

Helethergo

Banzi:youcanopenyoureyesnowmyAngel

HesaidtoAngela

Banzi:anymanwouldbeafoolnottotryand

getyou.It’sokayyoudon’thavetoexplain

yourself

Lwazi:ItrusttheladyDoctorwhoattendedto

uslastnightthat’swhyIsaidweshouldwait

andmaybekeepherovernightifsheisalso



agreeingwiththisonewecanleave,Idon’tto

stayherejustbecauseofhim

Shesaidstillgoingbacktoexplainingherselfto

him

Banziheldherhands

Banzi:relax.Let’spray

Angela:Ipraydaddy

Banzi:yesyouwillpraymyangel

Thestoodonbothsidesofherbedandeachof

them heldhertinyhandsandtoeachotherwith

theotherhands



Angela:closeyoureyes.ThankyouLordfor

Daddy,mommyandfoodamen

Them:amen

Lwazi:thatwasbeautifulbabyshesaidkissing

hertinyhand

Banzi:letmegoandtrytopleasethisman

Lwazi:I’llprayforeverythingtogowell

Shesaidandhenoddedstillholdingontoher

hand

Apartofhim wasfeelingguiltyfornottelling

hertogetthemorningafterpillbutthisishis



onlychancetobeinherlife

Sheletgoofhehandandtookhiscarkeysand

left

Lwazi:satonthebedwithAngela.Confusedby

alltheseoverwhelmingfeelingshehad

suddenly.Thismanwasgivingherthe

butterflieswithallthesekissesandstaring

ShegotinbedwithAngelaandtheyslept

#Attherestaurant

BanzijoinedSolomonathistable

Banzi:I’m sorrytokeepyouwaitingman



Sol:it’sokay,yourP.Atoldmewhat’sgoingon.I

hopeyourdaughtergetsbetter

Banzi:shewillbeokay.Youareahardmanto

find.Oneminuteyouwereincapetownandthe

nextyouwereintheUK

Sol:it’sbusinessman.Clientsaremakingme

runarounditdoesn’thelpthattheCEOdoesn’t

liketravelingsoIdomosttheworksmyself

Banzi:Iseeman

Sol:yousaidyouhadanofferforme

Banzi:yesIseeyourcompanyhasatenderto



buildaschoolsoIwaswonderingifIcangeta

chancetopitchmydesigntoyouandyourboss

Sol:manyoudon’tevenhavetopitchmyboss

hasalwayswantedtoworkwithyourcompany

consideringthegoodworkyouaredoing

Banzi:really?Ididn’tknowpeoplenotice

Sol:comeon,anyonecanseetheworkyouare

doingwiththemallyouarebuilding.Justsend

overeverythingandIwillgetbacktoyoubut

trustmeyou’vegotthisinthebag

Banzi:greatman

Sol:Ihadalreadyorderedandatesoyoucan



order

Banzi:IwouldlovetobutIwillorderasatake

out,andheadbacktothehospital

Sol:understandable.Meandsomeguysare

goingtoasoccergamethisweekend.It’sjusta

friendlygamethatwewillbeplayingtoraise

fundsforthewomenempowermentcampaign,

ifyou’vegotskillsdocomethroughI’llsendyou

thedetails

Banzi:eventhoughI’llneedtopracticeabitbut

I’llcome

Sol:coolman.I’lltrytodecreasemyworkload.I

haven’tseenyouandtheguysinawhile.I

couldn’tevencometoyourbrother’swedding.



Banzi:it’scoolmanwereceivedyourgift

thoughandweunderstandyouareabusyman

Sol:cool,letmerunIhaveameetingonthe

othersideoftownsoon.Telltheguysyouall

owemeagettogether

Banzi:IthinkyouoweusonebitIwon’targue

Theyshoulderbumpedandpartedways

Banziplaceshistakeawayorderandsaidthe

waitingforit

Hegothisorderafter15minutesandleft



HemadesurenottobuycoffeeforLwazi

becausehereallywantedhertobepregnant

Hearrivedatthehospital45minuteslater

HewalkedtoAngela’swardandfoundthem

sleeping

AngelawassnuggledupinLwazi’sarms

Hetookpicturesbeforesittingdowntoeat

“Youareback”

Lwazi’svoicedisturbedhim

Banzi:yeahI’m sorryifIwokeyouup

Lwazi:it’sokayI’m alightsleeperanyway



Banzi:Ibroughtyousomethingtoeat

SheplacedAngelanicelyonthepillowandgot

downtojoinhim onthecouch

Lwazi:howdidthemeetinggo

Banzi:itwasgood.HesaidIshouldsendover

everythingandhewillgetbacktome.

Apparentlytheyhavealwayswantedtowork

withourcompany

Lwazi:that’sgreatey.I’lltypeeverythingtonight

andsenditviaemail

Banzi:cool.IseverythingOkaywithAngela?



Lwazi:yeahsheisfine.Sheisjustsleeping

Henodded

Thecontinuedeating

Shepackedawayeverythingoncetheywere

doneandthentheysatdownjustlookingat

Angelasleeping

Banzi:thankyouforgoingoutofyourjob

descriptionforus

Lwazi:thiswasmydescriptionwaybeforethe

jobcamealong



Henodded

Hedidn’tknowifshewasgoingtopushhim

awayifhekissedher.Hejustcouldn’tget

enoughofherlips

Hegaveitashortandkissedher,shekissed

him backwithnohesitation

TheybrokeitafterawhileandshelaidherHead

onhischestlisteninghisheartbeatasittriedto

getit’snormalrhythm

Hewasscaredofmessingitupwithher

4dayslater



Banzigotbackfrom worklookingtiredasever

ThingswerenoteasywithoutLwaziatthe

office.Shehadtakentheweekofftonurse

Angela

Shefoundthem inhisroom withAngela

paintingLwazi’sfacewithmakeup

AtleastAngelawasnowplayingwhichmeant

sheisgettingbetter

Banzi:heygirls

Them:hi

Banzi:youlookreallynicemama

HesaidtoLwazieventhoughsheknewhewas



lyingjusttomakeAngelasmile

Banzi:Angela,QandZeearecallingyou

ShegotoffLwazi

Angela:wearedoneheremama

Shesaidthelastparttryingtoimitateherdad

Banzilaughed

AssoonasshewasoutLwazirushedtothe

bathroom towashherface

Shegotbackinthebedroom



Banziwassittingatedgeofthebedremoving

histiewhilekickinghisshoesoff

Lwazi:howwasyourday?

Banzi:Longverylong.

Lwazi:ain’tyousupposedtobebegoingout

withtheguystonight?

Banzi:yeahiknow,I’llleaveafterdinner

Lwazi:okaythen

Banzi:youguysarestillcomingtothegame



tomorrowright?

Lwazi:yeah,Angelaisbetter

Hepulledhercloseandkissedher

Shehasgottenusedtothisnow.Theyhavesex

everymorningwhenheleaveandeverynight

whenhecomesbackfrom work

Aftertheirsteamysessiontheytookabath

together,shewenttogopreparethetablefor

dinnersinceitwasalready18:30whilehe

pickedouthisclothesforthenight

Hecamedownthestairslookingsogoodinhis

casual,hewaswearingablackrippedblack



jeanwithablackpoloneckalthoughitwas

simplehemadeitlookgood

Qhamisa:uyahambababa?(Areyouleavingdad)

Banzi:yeahI’m goingoutafterdinner

Zenande:youlooknice

Hesmiledpullinghercheeks

Banzi:thankyounana

Theblessedthefoodandate

Banzi’sphoneranghalfwaythroughdinner



Banzi:sureboy.....yeahI’llbetheresoon.....

alonewhy?...........whatsurprise?.............owhit

betterbesomethinggood.....seeyousoon...

sure

Heendedthecallandfinishedhisdinnerand

leftthetableimmediately

Lwazi:gopickamovieforustowatchgirls

whileIgomakepopcorns

ShesaidclearingthetablewithAngelahelping

herbytakingspoons

QhamisaandZendanderantothehome

cinemawhilesheplacedeverythingonthe

dishwasherwithAngela’shelp



AssoonastheyweredoneAngelalefther

Shepouredthecornonanoilypanandsatthe

waitingforittopop

Banzicame,herperfumefilledthewholeroom

killingthesmelloffood

Itwasn’ttoomuchitwasjustenoughtomake

headsturn

Hepulledupandplacedhislipsonhers

Hepulledaway

Banzi:I’llbehomebeforemidnight

Lwazi:okaynoproblem.



Banzi:pleaseputAngelaonherbedtonight

Lwazi:I’llmoveheronceshefallsasleep

Banzi:cool,seeyouwhenIcomeback

Shenoddedgivinghim onelastkissandheleft

Apingofjealousyhither.Therewasnoway

womenwon’tbearoundthem tonightandshe

hadnowaytocontrolthat.Shedidagreetoa

nostringsattachedsetupsothisispartofit

Thepopcornswerereadysoshejoinedthe

girlsinthecinemaastheywatchedthemovie.

Hermindwasnotreallyinthemovieshekept

wonderingwhatBanzimightbeuptoatthat



moment

Themovieendedafter1hourand30minutes

thegirlswenttobed.Angelahasslepthalfway

throughthemovie,sheisstillonmedicationso

it’sunderstandable

Shecleanedupthecinemaandswitchedthe

lightoffafterthat

Shesatatthebarstooldrinkingwarm milk

eatingcooking.Thetimewasjust21:00pm it

wasstillfarfrom midnight

Shedecidedtobakesomesconesandmuffins

By22:30shewasdonewitheverythingsoshe



cleanedupandwentsleepinhisroom

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#05

Banziwalkedinat1:00am,suddenlyhisheart

wasbeatingfast

HeopenedthedoorinLwazi’sroom andshe

wasn’tthere,hewentupthestairsandfound

hersleepinginhisbed

Hequicklytookashowerandjoinedherinbed

holdinghersotightly

Lwazi:what’swrongBanzi?

Banzi:nothingyoucangobacktosleep



Hesaidbrushingherarm

Hereallyneededherrightnowjusttoassure

him thattheywillbeokay

Hepulledhernightgownupandshehadno

underwearon

Hepushedhimselfinher,shewasn’twet

enoughsoithurtabitashemovedinherfrom

behindwithherlegliftedup

Everystrokewasfilledwithsomuchemotions

andregrets,hetriedtopusheverythingthat

happenedtonightatthebackofhisheadand

focusedonmakinglovetoher



Hegotontopofher,staringathereyesunder

themoonlighthewantedtojustcry

Hegaveherdeepstrokeswhispering“I’m

soryy”

Banzi:IloveyouNolwazi,I’m reallysorry

Lwaziknewsomethinghadhappenedtonight

andheheartbeatsofastbecausethecould

onlybeonereasonforhim tobelikethis

Theycameandlaidnexttoeachother

Shewasquicklygoingbacktosleepwhilehis

thoughtshauntedhim.Hecan’tbelievehe

allowedhimselftobethatweakagain



Hefinallyslept

Thefollowingmorninghewokeupwitha

poundingheadachetherewasnoonenextto

him

Hetookaquickshowergotdressedinand

wenttolookforeveryone

Hefoundthem outsidebythepool,Qhamisa

andZenandewereswimmingwhileNolwazi

wasjustplayingwithAngelaonthesidewith

Lwazi’sfeetinsidethewater

Banzi:morning

Hesaidslowlywalkingovertothem



Q:Babagetin

Banzi:notnowbabyIneedtoeatfirst

Lwazi:yourbreakfastisinoven

Banzi:ohokay

Hecouldtellsomethingwaswrongwithher.

Shedidn’tevenlookathim onebit

Hegaveuponthinkingshewasgoingtolookat

hersohegotbackinside

Hefoundpancakeswithmaplesyrupand



berriesatthetop.Itlookeddelicious

Theotherplatehadbacon,eggs,minisausages

andfriedmushrooms

Heplacedeverythingonthecounterandsat

downtoeat

HeatethegreasyEnglishbreakfasthereally

neededsomethinggreasyandsaltyafterthe

shotshedranklastnight

Thegirlsgotinrunningcoveringthemselves

withtowelsevenAngelawhowasnoteven

insidethewater

Helaughedatherbecauseshewasnotwetnor

coldshewasjustimitatingothers



Angela:I’m socolddaddy

Banzi:goandbathmybabysothatyoucanbe

warm

Shewentupthestairstojoinhersisters

Lwazigotincarryingtheballstheyusedinthe

pool

Lwazi:whattimeareweleavingforthegame?

Banzi:Itotallyforgotaboutthat.Itstartsat1

pm

Lwazi:okaythat’sfine.Wewillpassbythe

shelterIneedtogocheckifthefoodwas



deliveredandtheblanketsitwillbewintersoon

Banzi:yeah

Shelefthim there.Shestilldidn’tlookathim

despitehowmuchhewantedhertolookathim.

Ifhecouldseehereyesthenhewouldbeable

toreadheremotions

Afteranhoureveryonewasreadytoleave

Theylookedliketheywerealsogoingtoplay

sporttoo

Banzi:letmetakeapictureofyouguys,you

lookcute

ThegirlsstoodreadyforthepicturebutLwazi



justwalkedawayandstartedpackingfoodfor

thekidsshedidn’tknowhowlongthegame

wasgonnatakesoshewantedtoavoidthat.

Theyallleftanddrovetotheshelterfirst

Lwazicheckedeverythingandtheyleft

Thecarwasjustfilledwiththegirlstalkingand

singingalongtomusicNolwazihadsaid

nothingtohim still.Shewasn’tmakingany

conversation

Shewasratherfocusedonherphonewhich

wassomethingnewtohim becauseshedidn’t

reallylikebeingonthephone

Banzi:Ihaveneverseenyousofocusedonyour

phonebefore



Lwazi:mmmmhhhhmmmm

Banzi:Iguessyoufinallymadefriends

Lwazi:somethinglikethat

Allthistimeshestillhasn’tlookedathim

Banzi:whywon’tyoulookatme?

Lwazi:iwillwhenIhaveto

Banzi:owhokay

Hedrovequietlyjustlisteningtohergiggleabit.



Itwasprettyclearthatshewastalkingto

someonewhonthephonewhodeservedmore

attentionthathim

Heparkedthecarnexttoothercarsthatwere

there.HenoticedSolomon’scaramongstthe

others

Thegotofftakingtheirsunhatswiththem

AngelawasholdingLwazi’shandwhileBanzi

walkedbehindthem takingavideoofthem

Itwasreallycuteey

Theyfoundhisfriendsandamongstthem was

onepersonheprayeddidn’tcometothisgame



Hisfriendsprobablythoughtitwasagoodidea

toinviteherheretoo.Theyallhadgirlswith

them

ExceptforSolomonwhowasjusttalkingonhis

phone,probablyabusinesscall

Theyjoinedeveryonewithhisfriendfocusedon

NolwaziandBanzi’sdaughter

ZenandeandQhamisasawtheirfriendsfrom

schoolandjoinedthem

Banzi:guysthisisNolwaziandmydaughter

Angelamyothertwogirlsaresomewhere

aroundwiththeirfriends.Lwazithesearemy

friends.Theywillgiveyoutheirnames

Lwazismiled



Oneoftheguysstoodupandgaveherahug

Guy:I’m LoyisoeveryonecallsmeLoyd

Shenodded

Guy2:heyI’m NqabayethubutNqabaisjustfine

mylady

Shesmiledshakinghishand

Guy3:I’m MasixoleeveryonecallsmeMasiso

though.Welcometotheclub

“I’m SolomonthesefoolscallmeSolly”



Solomonsaidstandingbehindher

Sheturnedaround

Lwazi:im Nolwazi

Loyd:wewillcallherLwazi.Lwazithesearethe

girls,nexttoMasiisCandice,nexttoBanzi

that’sKatlegoandthisismygirlfriendNtokozo

Ntokozogaveherahugwhiletheotherladies

justgaveheralousyhigh

Shesatdownjustastepdownfrom everyone

sinceshehadnospacethereNtokozojoined

her

Ntokozo:thisbabyissocute



Shesaidplayingwithhercheeks

Angela:Tanku(thankyou)

Theybothsmiledatherasshesatinbetween

them

Ntokozo:soyouarethebabymama?

Notknowinghowtorespondshejustsaid

Lwazi:Iguessso

Ntokozo:IadmirehowcoolyouandBanziare.I

don’timaginemyselfhavingsuchapeaceful



relationshipwithmyexandbabydaddy.

Lwazi:it’sallaboutthebabybeforeanything

else

Ntokozo:girlyouwillneedtotoughenup

becauseKatdoesn’tplaynice.Lastnightatthe

clubsheslappedthisothergirlwhowasflirting

withBanziandguesswhat?Theyendedup

leavingtogetherbeforemidnightlastnight

Lwazi’sheartbeatsofastbecauseherfearwas

areality

Lwazi:wowshereallydoesn’tplay

Ntokozo:yeahshedoesn’tey.Ididn’tthinkthey



wouldstillbeinloveevenafteralltheseyears

Lwazi:whentheheartwantswhatitwantsyou

can’tdenyit

Ntokozo:truethat.Letmegogetthisman’s

bagfrom thecar.I’llbeback

Lwazinodded

SheturnedtolookwhereBanziwasseatingand

itwasprettyclearwhatwashappeningbetween

herandKat.Shewasevensittingonhislap

Solomondaynexttoher

Sol:sheisbeautiful



Lwazi:andtroublesomeeyim evensurprised

sheisstillsitinginoneplace

Sol:assoonasthosesnacksfinishshewill

wanttomove

AngelalookedatLwaziandthenSolomonthen

shefrowned

Sollaughed

Sol:youareajealousoneey,I’m notgoingto

stealyourmom I’m justtalking

AngelaturnedtoLwazi

Angela:mama,whereisdaddy?



LwazipointeswhereBanziwasseating

BanziforcedasmileonhisfaceasAngela

wavedathim

Shecrawledovertohim sincethestepswerea

bitbig

SolomongotclosertoLwazi

Sol:IfeellikeI’veheardyourvoicesomewhere

Shelaughedbecausesheknewwhyhesaid

that

Lwazi:yeahIcalledyouaboutthebreakfast

meetingTuesday



Theybothlaughed

Sol:youarehisP.A?

Lwazi:andfamilyfriend

Sol:okayIsee,atleastIknowyouain’thisthen

Lwazi:yousoundsosure

Sol:becauseI’m heresittingwithyouandheis

overtherewithanotherwoman

Lwazi:mmmmhhhh

Sol:am Iwrong?



Lwazi:notreally

TheirconversationwasdisturbedbyAngela

crying

Lwazistoodupandwentuptowheretheywere

Lwazi:what’swrongBaby?

Angela:daddywon’tcome

LwazilookedatBanzi

Kat:Sisipleasetakeyourbaby

LwazitookAngelaandwalkedawayshushing



her

Theyfoundaplayareaforkids

Angelawasalreadyquietnowsoshegotdown

andplayed

Lwazi:don’truntoomuchbaby

ShenoddedkickingtheballtoLwazi

Lwazikickedbackplayingwithher

Oneladycanetoherplacinghissondownto

joinAngela

Lady:yourbabygirlissobeautiful,haveyou



consideredjoiningherintomodeling

Lwazi:sheistooyougforthatbusylife

Lady:withabeautifulgirllikethatIwouldjump

todothat

Lwazi:I’llconsiderit

Thekidscontinuedplayingwhiletheladies

werechattingontheside

QandZeecametoLwazi

Lwazi:ievenforgotIcamewithyoutwo

Q:exaggerationmadam



Theysaidlaughing

Q:wearenotstayingwejustneedcashfor

gamesandhotdogs

Lwazi:mywalletisinyourfather’ssportbag

pleasegogetit

Thegirlsran

Lady:youlooksoyoungforsucholdkids

Lwazi:thosetwoaremysister’sdaughtersthat

oneismine

Lady:owhokayIsee



Thegirlscameback

Q:thissideisboringyouguysshouldcome

withus.Thereisnetballgamebetweenmothers

thatside

TheysaidpullingLwaziwhileZenandegot

Angelatheywalkedtowherethegamewas

Q:Isignedyouupbytheway

Lwazilookedather

Q:sorry



Lwazi:howwillIplaywithAngelaholdingonto

myleg

Q:don’tworrywewillgivehersomethingtoeat

andshewon’tmindstandingonthesidelines

Theygottothematchandthenextonewas

abouttobegin

ThegirlshaveAngelaherbowloffruitswhile

Lwazigotinthefieldandplayed

EverytimeshescoredAngelaclappedher

handsshouting“mama”

Thewomenwerejustsosmittenbyher

cutenessandhercheering



ThefirsthalfendedandAngelahadhadenough

ofthefruitsnow

Thegirlstriedtokeepherbusywithsometoys

andmakeherplaywithotherkidsbutshedidn’t

bite

ShewalkedinfieldandpulledLwazi

Lwazi:sorryladiesmybabyneedsmeImustgo

Coach:thiscuteoneisjealousyazi

Ref:aiuyayimoshayonkelendaba(sheis

spoilingeverything)

Q:yhuuuuAngelaLwaziwasonarolllaphaya



andyoujusthadtowanther

Zenande:aiunomonaAngelashame

Angela:right

Lwazilaughedatthegirlsgoingbackandforth

withAngelatryingtohitthem astheyran

Theyboughtaballtoplaywithattheywaitfor

Banzi’sgametoend

NtokozojoinedLwaziandthekidsasthesat

downtalkingandlaughing

Angelawassleepysosheplacedheronherlap



Q:yhooothischild.Sheendedyougamesothat

shecansleep

Lwazi:yekaniinganeyamiplease

Zee:butLwazithischildisunfair,thatwasa

goodgamesheended

Ntokozo:youguyswereplaying?

Q:yeah,Lwaziwasplayingnetballthatside.At

thestartofsecondhalfmissdramastarted

withherdrama

Ntokozo:(laughing)sheloveshermom thisone



Zee:aiunomonathat’sallitis

Loydcamewithaplateofmeat,itwasflame

grilled

Lwazi:ain’tyouplaying?

Loyd:yourbabydaddykickedmyleg

Ntokozolaughedshakingherhead

Ntokozo:(laughing)unamangalo.Hefellwhile

Banziwasdefendinghim sohepretendedtobe

hurtandleftthegame

Loyd:aiIhaveahangover



Ntokozo:(laughing)exactlymylovenoonehurt

you

Katandherfriendjustsatthereeatingtheirfold

overs

Lwazi:don’ttheywantmeat?

Loyd:owhlaba?Don’tmindthem theyare

nursingtheirfigures

Ntokozonudgedhim

Theguysendedtheirgameandtheyallrushed

overtothemeatandinnotimeitwasfinished



BanziwantedtospeaktoLwazisobadlytojust

explaineverythingtoher

Banzi:canwetalk?

Lwazi:wewill,athomenothere

Banzi:it’sreallyimportant

Lwazi:Idon’twantyourgirlfriendtocaused

drama

Banzisighed

Lwazi:goshowerquicklysothatyoucancome

backandeat



Henoddedandtookhissportbagheadingto

theshowers

LwaziplacedAngelaonherbacksince

everyonewasmovingtotheparkinglot

Ntokozo:whenyoucarryherlikethatyou

remindmeofmygrandmother.WhenIhadour

firstkidshetoldmetoalwayscarryababylike

thatnotthemodernway

Lwazi:youhavekids?

Ntokozo:Ihavea6yearoldsonandI’m 3

monthspregnantnow



Lwazi:andLoydisokaywithyougoingtoaclub

pregnant

Ntokozo:heistheonewhopushedmetogo

lastnight,Idon’tdrinkalcoholthough.Hesays

at4monthswewillstop

Lwazi:ohatleastthen

Ntokozo:wetrybyallmeanstoenjoyour

relationship

Theguysjoinedthem

Sol:wecangoovertomyplacetobraaisome

meatandjustchill



Everyoneagreed

Lwazi:maybenexttimeformeSolIhavetogo

homewiththekids.Angelaisnot100%soI’d

rathergohome

Sol:what’swrongwithher?

Lwazi:werecentlyfoundoutshehasasthma

Sol:owhsorryey,Ihopeshegetsbettersoon

Kat:youneedtostopfeedinghertoomuchjunk

andshewillloseallthatfat

Loyd:doyouknowthatevenslim peoplecan

asthma?Ungaphaphidoctormbumbulu



Kat:wellincaseit’sallthefat

Lwazididn’thavetheenergytofightrightnow

andbesidestherewerekidsthere

Shetookthecarkeysfrom Banziandopened

thecarplacingtheirthingsinsideandcarefully

placingAngelaonhercarseat

Shegotinfrontasthegirlsgotinattheback

Ntokozocametosaygoodbyeandtotakeher

number

AfterthattheysatinthecarwaitingforBanzito

comebackfrom walkingKattohercar



Shewatchedthem astheykissedbeforehe

walkedbacktothecar

Shejustlaidherheadonthechairandclosed

hereyestoavoidthetearsthatthreatenedto

comeout

Banzigotinandstartedthecar

Banzi:arewegoingstraighthome?

Q:let’sbuypizzafirst

Banzidrovetoanearbyshoppingcenter

Andparkedthecar



Lwaziremainedinthecarwhiletheygotoff

Banzi:needanything?

Lwazi:vanillacake,chocolateandchipsthat’s

all

HenoddedandleftwiththegirlsasLwazi

remainedinthecarlettingthetearsfall

Thisisnotthenostringsattachedsheagreed

to

Hedidn’tsaytheycanbewithotherpeople

Shewipedhertearsasshesawthem

approachingthecar



Theygotinandhedroveoff

ShewenttoplaceAngelainherbed

immediatelywhentheygothomewhilethegirls

wenttowashtheirhandsdothattheycanstart

eating

Sheclosedthedoortakingthebabymonitor

withher

ShewasworriedthatAngelamighthaverantoo

muchtodaysoshehadtolistentoher

breathingassheslept

Shewasstillfullfrom eatingthemeatwitha

Ntokozososhejustsatintheloungewatching

Tv



Banziwaswiththegirlsinthekitchenjust

eatingpizzaandtalkingabouttoday

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#6

SundaymorningLwazihadjustfinished

cleaningupwhenthedooropenedandthe

newlywedsgotin

Lwazismiledlookingatthem.Theylooked

happyandrefreshed

Lwazi:Ithoughtyouguysweren’tcomingback

Isipho:wealmostdidn’tcomesweety



Lwazi:andyoucouldn’twaittohaveyoursonin

yourarms

Isipho:Iwasn’tgoingtobeabletorestwithout

seeinghim soItoldthismanthatwemustpass

bymygrandmother’splacefirsttogethim

Zack:howareyouLwazi?

Hesaidgivingherahug

Lwazi:I’m okaycan’treallycomplain

Isipho:shehandedYenzatoZackandpulled

herfriendclosertoherchest

Shecouldtellsomethingwashappeningwith

her



Isipho:I’m sureyoucan’twaittobefreedfrom

motherduties

Lwazi:Idoubttheyareoverespeciallywiththe

waythingsarewithAngela

Isipho:youguysbondedevenmore

Lwazi:yepandIreallydoenjoyhowthingsare

nowthough

Isipho:whyareyouupalone?

Lwazi:theothertwogirlssleptlateplaying

games,Banzihadgoneoutlastnightand

Angelajustwentbacktosleepagain



Isipho:comeandsitdownandtellme

everythingthathappened

Lwazi:letmejustfinishuphere,youcangoand

refreshandyou’llfindmehere

Isiphonoddedandwalkedawayfollowingher

husband

Lwazifinishedcleaningandwenttofreshenup

Whenshegotoutofthebathroom Lubanziwas

seatingonherbed

Lwazi:don’teverdothatagain

Banzi:I’m sorry



ShenoddedtakingherlotionandlotionEdher

body

Shedressedupinhersweatpantsandalazy

tshirt

AllthiswhileBanziwasjustsittingdown

watchinghermovearoundtheroom

Banzi:InoticedIsiphoandZackareback

Shenodded

Banzi:doesthismeanyouaregoingbackto

yourplace?



Lwazi:yeahIam

Banzi:OwhokayI’llbesadtoseeyouleave

Lwazi:mmmhhhhh,herbagswerealready

packed

Shelefthim thereandwenttomakebreakfast

foreveryone

Isiphojoinedherandhelpedherwhileshetold

Lwaziabouttheirhoneymoon

Lwazi:Iwouldlovetogoawayforsometime

andnevercomeback

Isipho:youshould



Lwazi:whenIhavefixedmylifeIwill

Therestofthefamilyjoinedthem atthedining

table

Thegirlswerehappytoseetheirparents

AngelaleftBanzi’slapimmediatelywhenLwazi

satdown

Lwazipickedherupandplacedheronthechair

nexttoherandbeganfeedingher

Zack:Iseesomeonehasfoundanewlovernow

Banzi:man,it’slikeIdon’texistwhenwalksin

theroom



Isipho:sorryBhutishame

Banzi:I’m usedtoitnowit’sbeenlikethatsince

thefirstday

Qhamisatoldherparentsaboutwhathappened

attheiroutingyesterdayandeveryonelaughed

atherdramaticexplanations

Banzi:uyayiyekainganeyamiplease

Zack:siphosiwemosthina

Lwazi:aiudlalangathiyouguyswenttosee

placesandhadfunit’sbetterthanwhatwedid



Isipho:ourheartsweren’tfullyonthetrip.

That’sjusthowitiswhenyouareaparent

Everyonefinishedoffbreakfast,Isiphoand

Lwaziclearedthetable,thegirlswenttowatch

tvwhileBanziandZackwentoutsidetojust

haveabrotherbond

Outsidethehouse

Banzistoodnotfarfrom hisbrotherwhileZack

lookedathim waitingforhim totalkbecausehe

knewsomethingwasup

Banzi:Imessedupbro,bigtime

Zack:whatdidyoudo?



Banzi:LwaziandIagreedtoanostrings

attachedthingbutIknewfrom thestartthatit

wasaliebutIagreedtoit.Somehowmy

actionsshowedhersomethingdifferent.Imade

lovetohersometimes.Ikissedherlikemy

womanandItreatedherlikeonebutthen

FridayIwentoutwiththeguysonlytofindout

thattheyinvitedKatovertoo

Zack:Sheisback?

Banzi:yeahsheisbackman

Zack:ohsowhathappened?

Banzi:westartedtalkingaskingeachother

aboutlife,onethingledtoanotherandweleft



theclubtogether

Zack:don’ttellmeyousleptwithher

Banzisighedrubbinghishead

Banzi:what’smessedupaboutitallisthat

Lwazimightbepregnant.

Zackshookhishead.It’sbeenaweekonlyand

yetitfeltlikeit’sbeenoveramonth

Banzi:IhadcondomsbutItrickedintonot

usingthem andItoldherwewillgetmorning

afterpills.LaterMondaynightAngelawasnot

wellsowetookhertothehospital.With

everythingthatwasgoingonshemust’ve



forgottenaboutthem butIdidn’tandIstill

didn’tbuythem

Zack:whatwaswrongwithAngela?

Banzi:shewasburningupwithawheezing

breathsowetookhertotheERandthedoctor

foundoutthatshehasasthmaandflutoo.

Zack:asthma?Sheistooyoungforthat

Banzi:Iknowbutitdoescomewiththefact

thatshewasbornearly

Zack:didtheygivehermedication?

Banzi:yeahtheyalsoadvisedustoseea



dietitiansothatshecanloseweightabit

withoutstarvingher

Zack:shewillbefineman

Banzi:yeahIknowshewillbe.Lwaziwasthere

throughoutthiswholeordeal

Zack:whywouldyounotgethermorningpills

though?

Banzi:Iwantedhertobepregnantthatwayshe

willbestuckwithmeforever

Zacksatdownandlookedathisbrother

Thiswasonestupidthingtodo



Zack:andnow?

Banzi:I’m hopingsheisnotbecauseIthinkI

stillloveKat

Zack:uligezaBanzi(youarecrazy)youwantto

gobacktothatgirlagain?

Banzi:shehaschangedman,shelearnther

lessonandbesidessheissuccessfulnowmy

kindofwoman.AwomanIcantaketoa

businessgalawithoutworryingthatshewon’t

fitintothecrowd

Zackjuststoodupandlefthim there,hewent

tocheckouthisgarden

IfthisisthetroublethatUrielwastalkingabout

inhisdream thenheisnotinterestedinhelping



him.Thesearemattersoftheheartandonlyhe

cansolvethem nooneelse

Banziwalkedbackinsideandpassedtheladies

astheysattheretalkingabouteverything

weddingandhoneymoon

Hisphonerang,asmilebrokeoutasherealized

whothecallerwas

Lwazi:ihopeyoudon’tmindifIleavetoday,I

needtocleanmyplaceandgeteverything

readyfortomorrow

Isipho:Iwashopingyoucouldstayoverfor

dinnerbutit’sokayIcantellthereissomething

youarerunningawayfrom



Shesaidlaughingather

Lwazi:thankseyletmegogetmythings

Isipho:I’llgetyourgiftandmycarkeyssothatI

candriveyouhome

Angelapushedthedoorandgotin

Lwazi:haveyoueverheardofknocking?

Angela:sorrymama

Shewentoutandknocked

Lwazi:comeinAngela



Shegotinlaughing

ShelookedatLwazi’sbagsasshepushedthem

outofthecloset

Angela:yambamama?

Lwazi:yesbaby,ndiyaendliniyam

Angela:ndisenam ndliniyakho?

Lwazi:Idon’tknowbaby

Angela:anzongxolamama



Lwazi:goaskyourdadifyoucancomewithme

Sheranoutandopenedthedoor

Herfatherwasnotfarfrom theroom soshe

calledhim overpullinginside

Hegotin

Banzi:what’sgoingon?

Angela:mamayamba

Banzi:yesbabysheisgoingtoherhouse

Angela:Angelayambanomamayena



BanzilookedatLwazi,hereyeswerepleading

withhim tosayNo

Shereallywantedsometimetoherself,timeto

justcry

Banzi:NoAngelayou’llseeheroverthe

weekend

HepickedAngelaupasshecried

ItbrokeLwazi’sheartbutshejustneededtime

forherselftopickherselfupandmoveonfrom

Banzibecauseitwasprettyclearthatshehad

losthim

AtVanessa’house



Vanessa:whenwillthelawyersandsocial

workerfinishthepaperwork?

Hermom:soonmybaby

Vanessa:itbetterbesoonbecauseIcanno

longerlivewithhersonwhilesheisbusy

gallivantinglovingherlife.Weraisedthisboyno

Dubeit’stimeweenjoyourmarriagewithour

ownkids

Hermom:Iagreewithyou.Sheshouldalsofeel

whatit’sliketobeamother

Vanessa’shusbandjustlookedatthem.Apart

ofhim washappythatthepoorboywasgoing

awayfrom hiswife’stoxictreatmentbuthewas

suddenlynotsureaboutthewomanhemarried.



Ifshecouldhatehersister’ssonwhatmoreis

shecapableof.Hehadalwaysthoughtthathis

motherin-lawwasadecentGodfearingwoman

butthat’sjustforthepublicbehindclosed

doorssheisasnakeinagreengrass

Hestoodandheadedtothekitchenhefound

Nathanwashingdishes

Bab’Dube:whereareyoursisters?

Nathan:theyaredoingtheirhomeworkupstairs

Bab’Dube:didyoudoyourhomework?

Nathan:Ididn’tgotoschoolBaba



Amazedheaskedhim why

Nathan:mamasaidit’snousebecauseI’llbe

goingtomymothersoshehasstoppedpaying

schoolfees

BabDubelookedattheboyfeelingsorryfor

him

Heisagoodboy,onehiswasproudtocallhis

soneventhoughheisnot

Hehelpedtheboywiththedishesandthey

wenttohisroom towatchsoccer

Hewasgoingtomissthesemomentswithhim

Hopefullyhismom willallowhim toseehim



Vanessagotinthebedroom

Vanessa:areyoudonewiththedishesNathan?

Nathanstoodup

Nathan:yesma’am

Vanessa:leavemyroom

NathanfistbumpedBabaandwalkedout

Attheageof10hewaswishingtoseehis

motherbecausenomatterwhatshewouldn’t

treathim likethis



AtKatlego’sapartment

Sheopenedthedooralmostnakedwithno

clotheson

Herfacefellwhenshesawhim carryingachild

Shelefthim atthedoortogogetherrobe

Shecamebacklookingfurious

Kat:andthen?What’sthisBanzi?

Helookedather

Banzi:whatdoyoumeanwhat’sthis?Thisis

mydaughter.



Kat:whyissheherethen?

Banzi:shewascryingforLwazianddidn’twant

metoleavesoIcamewithherhere

Kat:doIlooklikeLwazi?Pleaseleavemyhouse

andmakeaplanwiththat

ShesaidpointingatAngelawhowassleeping

onBanzi’slap

From herbreathingyoucantellshehasbeen

crying

Banzistoodupandleft

AtNolwazi’shouse



Aknockwokeherup

Shecheckedthetimeanditwasalittleafter10

pm

Sheswitchedonthelightsandwalkedtothe

door

Lwazi:whoisit?

Banzi:it’smeLwazipleaseopenup.Angela

won’tstopcrying

Lwaziopenedupandlethim in



Shetookherfrom him immediately

Shecouldseefrom herredcheeksthatshewas

cryingsheevenhadhiccups

Lwazi:lockthedoor

Hedidastoldandfollowedthem

Hecouldtellfrom herfacethatshewascrying

too

Hesatonthecouchwhileshesatontheother

BrushingAngela’sback

Lwazi:whydidn’tyougivehertoIsipho



Banzi:Idecidedtogobacktomyplacetogive

them somespace

Shenodded

Banzi:maybewecangolookatthosehouses

yourecommendedtomorrow.Ireallyneeda

housenotanapartment

Lwazi:I’llcalltheagentsinthemorningand

hearwhattheysay

Banzi:okay,I’m sorryfordoingthistoyoubut

shehasbeenwakingupeveryhourlookingfor

youthenshecries

Lwazi:it’sokay,it’slatelet’sgotobed



Hestoodupandfollowedhertothebedroom

Herbedroom wasclean,atouchofwhiteand

babyblue

SheplaceAngelaononeside

Lwazi:I’llsleepinbetween

Henodded

Theyallgotinbedandswitchedofthelights

Banzi:whydoesshewakeupeveryhour?



Lwazi:whilesleepingwithherInoticedshe

likedplayingwithmyboobwhilesleeping,

maybeit’sthat

Banzi:willsheoutgrowthat?

Lwazi:yeahshewillit’sjustatemporarythingI

alwaysgiveherbunnythat’swhysheisholding

him now

Banzi:it’slikeIdon’tknowmyowndaughterall

ofasudden

Lwazi:maybeweshouldgotalkintheother

room andallowhertosleep

Banzi:it’sokay,Iknowyouloveyoursleepand



itsalreadylateyouneedtosleep

SheheldAngelawhileheheldherwaist

Hisphonerang

Helookedatitandjustignoredthecalland

switcheditoff

Herbuttfeltwarm againsthim anditwas

wakinguphissleepingDick

Hebrushedhimselfonher

Lwazi:nottonightbabe



Banzi:ngiyacelaLwazi

Shegotup

Lwazi:notinbedwithourdaughter

Hepulledhertowardsthecouch

Hegotinbetweenherlegs

Banzi:Iwon’ttakelongIpromise

Shenodded

Hekissedherwhilemovinghishandsallover

herbody



Heremovedherunderwearandplayedwithher

clit

Shewasnotdrysohebeganpenetrating

Beinginsideherfeltdifferent,itfeltlikehis

home

Lwaziheldontohim andhefuckedher

Heplacehislipsoverherstoblockhermoans

Banzi:ohyesbabe

Hesaidinalowvoice



Lwaziknewthatitwasn’tgoingtoendsoonso

shejustgaveinandenjoyedit

Afteranhourhewasfinallysatisfied

Thequicklytookashowerandwentbackto

bed

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#07

ThefollowingmorningLwaziwaswokenupby

Angela’stinyhandsonherfacetryingtoopen

hereyes

Shewokeupandlookedather



Shelaughedhidingherface

Lwazi:morningangel

Angela:mama

ShesaidkissingherjusthowLwazialways

kissedherthepastdayswhenshewokeup

Banzigotinwithatrayoffood

Banzi:Iwokeupandmadebreakfast,morning

guys

Angela:daddy.Mama



ShesaidpointingatLwazi,itpleadedBanzi’s

hearttoseehisdaughterhappy

Banzi:yesbabythisisher

Lwazi:let’sgowashourmouthfirstsothatwe

cancomeandeat

Thewenttothebathroom whileaBanzifixed

thebedandleftthem athrowtocover

themselvessinceitwasstillcold

Theycamebackandjoinedhim

HefedAngelahercerealwhileLwaziate

Lwazi:thisisgood



Banzi:Icanmakepancakes

Lwazi:youmeanyoulookedatmyrecipe

Banzi:noonecanmakethem likeyouthough

butItried

Lwazi:yeahyoudid

HetookthedishestothekitchenwhileLwazi

pickedoutanoutfitfortheday

Lwazi:wewillbathatyourplacethatway

Angelacanalsobereadyforschool



Banzi:okay

HeworehissneakersandtookLwazi’sthings

andtheyleftthehousedrivingtohis

Unlikelastnightwhenhewasdrivingtohis

placewithAngela,thecarwasloudthegirls

weresingingalongtomusic

MaybehereallyshouldletKatlegogo.Yeshe

oncelovedherwitheverythinginhim and

maybehestilldoesloveherbutthingsare

differentnow.Heisafather

Theygottohisapartmentandgotready

Afteranhourtheyleft



Angela’snurserywasnotfarfrom their

workplacesotheypassedbyonthewaytodrop

heroff

Lwaziwalkedhertoherclass

Shedidn’tcryshejustwavedgoodbyeand

joinedtheotherkids

Shewalkedbacktothecar

Banzigaveherakissbeforedrivingtowork

Banzi:ismydaybadtoday?



Lwazi:noit’snot.Youdon’thavemeetingswith

clientsjustthesupervisoratthemallproject

whowillbecomingforaprogressreport

Banzi:that’sgreat

Theygotofftheelevatorontheirfloor

Shesatbehindherdeskandbeganherwork

Afteranhourtheherofficephonerang

Lwazi:You’vereachesMrJacob’soffice,

Nolwazispeakinghowam Ihelpyou?

Sol:ilovehowprofessionalyousoundright

snow.It’sSolomon



Lwazi:ohheySol,howareyou?

Sol:I’m goodIwashopingtoseethebigman

today

Lwazi:hehasanopenslotinanhourfrom now,

ifyoucancome

Sol:Iwillbethere

Lwazi:alright,isthereanythingIcanassistyou

withSir?

Sol:yournumber



Shelaughed

Lwazi:I’m afraidIcangiveyouthat

Sol:IguessI’llkeepcallingonthisnumber

everydaythen

Lwazi:okaythen

Sol:Iwillseeyouguysinanhourthen.Bye

Lwazi:bye

Sheplacedthephonebackandcontinued

staplingandarrangingdocuments



Thephonerang

Lwazi:MrJacobs’soffice,Nolwazispeaking

howmayIbeofassistance?

Amanda:heyLwazi,MrJacobswouldliketo

seeMrLishefree?

Lwazi:letmecheckwithhim andI’llgetbackto

you

Amanda:bythewayyourvoicesoundsgreat

overthephone

Lwazi:canyouholdonbeforeyoumakeme

laugh



ShepagesBanzi

Banzi:Lwazi,

Lwazi:yourbrotherwouldliketoseeyouright

nowisitokay?

Banzi:doeshewantmetogotohisoffice?

Lwazi:I’m notsure

Banzi:tellhim Ican’tgoovertohim rightnow

butIcantalkoverthephone

Lwazi:okay

Banzi:whenyouaredonepleasecomeseeme



Lwazi:noproblem

LwaziendedthecallandwentbacktoAmanda

Lwazi:heygirl,tellMrZthathesayshecan’t

comeovertotheofficebuthecanspeakover

thephone

Amanda:okaythen.Canwehavelunch

togetherweneedtocatchup?

Lwazi:noproblem

Theydroppedthecall



ShetookhernotepadandwenttoBanzi’s

office

Lwazi:I’m here

Banzi:weneedtotalk

Lwazi:owhokayiseverythingokay

Banzi:I’m notsureifIstillwantanostrings

attachedsetup

Lwazisatbackonthechair,sheexpectingthis

tocomejustnottodayaftertheyhadsexlast

night

Banzi:onlyafoolishmanwouldgoforthatwith



awomanlikeyou.I’velovedyoufrom thefirst

timeIsawyouLwaziandnowIhavefallenin

lovewithyoumore.Ilovethewayyoulookat

me.Howyoulovemydaughtersoeffortlessly.

That’ssomethingamazingandIdon’twantto

losethat

Hepulledherupcuppingherfacewithhis

hands

Hedidn’twaitforherreplyhejustkissedher

Sherepliedtoitholdingontohim

Aknockonthedoormadethem breakthekiss

Hesteppedbackfixinghimselfasthesort



opened

Katlegowalkedin

Kat:Heybabe,

Banzi:Katwhatareyoudoinghere?

Kat:Ibroughtyourfavoritebreakfastasa

peaceoffering.I’m sorryaboutlastnight

Lwazipickedhernotepad

Lwazi:I’llbeinmydesk

Kat:pleasegetmeacranberryjuicedarlingI’m



notacoffeeperson

Lwazinodded

Andwalkedout.Sothisiswhyhecametoher

becausesherejectedhim.

Lwazisatdownatherdeskandjustfocusedon

herwork

Ataponhertabledisturbedher

ShelookeduponlytofindSolstandingthere

Sol:Hey,ishestillfree?



Lwazi:hewaswithsomeoneletmecallhim

Shedialedhisofficelineanditrang

unanswered

Shetriedhim againandhefinallyanswered

Banzi:(outofbreath)what’swrong?

Lwazi:MrSolomonisheretoseeyou

Banzi:tellhim towaitforafewminutes

Shehehungup

SheturnedtoSol

Lwazi:hesaidgivehim afewminutesandhe



willbewithyoushortly

Sol:ifheisonameetingIcancomeagain

someothertime

Lwazi:it’sjustapersonalmeetinghewillbe

donesoon

Hegotachairandsatnexttoher

Shewasbusydesigningalogo

Sol:youdidthis?

Lwazi:yeah



Sol:it’sreallygood,what’sitfor?

Lwazi:justanideaI’vealwayshad

Sol:canIseethewrittenidea?

Lwazi:aslongasyoupromisenottolaughif

it’snotwellconstructed

Sol:Ipromised

Sheopenedadocument,hereadthroughit

Shebitherbottom lipwaitingforhim tofinish

Sol:wowthisisgood,isitopenforinvestments?



Lwazi:nahIwannadothisonmyownwithno

helpfrom anyone

Sol:Icangiveafewpointersifyoudon’tmind

thatkindofhelpthen

Lwazi:Iwouldlovethatkindofhelp

Hetookhernotepadandpencilandwrote

somenotesdown

Sol:thesearejustsuggestionsbutoverallthis

isagoodplan

Lwazi:thankyousomuch

Banzi’sofficedooropenedandKatwalkedout



fixingherhair

Itwasprettyclearwhathadjusthappened

Sol:ohthat’sthesomeonehewaswith?I’m not

sureifIwannagoinsiderightnow

Lwazi:letmegocheckifeverythingisfinefor

youtocomein

Sol:hayihlalaphantsi,Lwaziwillfixhismess,

heisnotsupposedtohavesexintheofficein

thefirstplace

Lwazisatdownandcontinuedtalkingtohim

AftersometimeBanziopenedhisdoorand



lookedatthem talkingbehindherdesk

Heclearedhisthroat

Theylookedathim

Banzi:Soulmanwhatbringsyouhere?

Sol:justwantedtotellyouthatmybossesliked

yourproposalandwantsyoutostartnext

monthifyoucan

Banzi:owhletsgetintomyofficeandtalk

SollookedatNolwazi



Sol:nahit’sokayIjustcametotellyouthatI’ll

beonmywaynow.

Banzinoddedstilltryingtoreadbetweenthe

lines

SolturnedhisattentiontoNolwazi

Sol:applythosepointersIgaveyouandmaybe

tomorrowI’llcomeovertolookatthefinal

documentduringlunch

Lwazi:I’lldothat,thanksonceagainforyour

help

SolleftandLwazigotbacktoherwork



Banzi:what’sgoingonLwazi?

Shelookedathim

Lwazi:withwhat?

Banzi:what’sjusthappened?

Lwazi:Soljustleft

Banzi:Isawthatpartbutwhatreallyhappened?

Lwazi:Idon’tunderstand

Heclickedhistongueandgotbackintohis

office



SheopenedherWhatsApp,Ntokozoinvitedher

toLunch

Shetoldhim shemadeplanswithacolleague

Ntokozorepliedsayingshewilljointhem she

doesn’tmind

Hercircleoffriendswasincreasingbitbybit

Lunchtimecameandpackedupnicelyandleta

“gonetolunchnoteonherdesk”

Shetookherpurseandwalkedtowards

Amanda’sdivision

Theymethalfwayandwalkedouttogether



Amanda:girlthepastweekwasnotthesame

withoutyou

Lwazilaughedbecausethisaliereally

Lwazi:afriendofminewillbejoiningusIhope

that’sokaywithyou

Amanda:I’m coolwiththat

Theywalkedtospurnotfarfrom theiroffice

building

AmandawasachatterboxreallyandShedidn’t

mindbecauseshewantedsomethingthatwill

takehermindoffwhathappenedearliertoday



Theyarrivedandgotatable

TheyordereddrinkswhilewaitingforNtokozo

Shearrivedminutesafter

Ntokozo:IthinkLoydisfollowingme

Lwazi:why?

Ntokozo:wewentforacheckuptodaysohe

decidedtoworkfrom homesoIwentto

freshenupbeforecominghereandhe

complainedaboutmechangingoutfitssaying

thatI’m goingtoseeaman

ThegirlslaughedandsoonLoydgotinfollowed



byMasiandSolomon

Loyd:Isweargentsthatwomanischeatingon

me.Whydidshewearmakeupifsheisgoing

outtolunchwithLwazi

Thegirlslaughedatthem astheylooked

aroundmakingthingsawkwardforeveryone

Theywalkedovertothem

Ntokozolaughedathermanforbeingcrazy

enoughtothinkshewouldcheatonhim

Sol:twiceinonedaythismustbemyluckyday

Lwazi:Iguessso



Loyd:wearejoiningyouguysforLunchsince

wehavefourdthecheatingwoman

Everyonelaughedasthewaitedforthewaitress

tofixtheirtablesothatitcanhitallofthem

Lwazi:anywaysguysthisisAmandamy

colleagueAmandathisisLoyisoorLoydher

crazyman,Masixolebuttecallhim Masiand

thisisSolomonwecallhim Solguysthisis

Amanda

Masi:ngudupointwam lona

Ntokozo:yeyyihlukananoAmandatuuwedon’t

wantcrazycandytokillher



Masi:kuphila,thatoneleftmeshesaidsheis

rollingwithCEOsnownotmanagers

Loyd:boywhydidn’tyoutellherthatyouown

sharesinthatcompany

Masi:noman,shewashighmaintenance

anywaynowI’llsavemymoneyandspoildu

pointhere

HesaidpointingatAmanda

Lwaziwaspreparedtostayoutofitbecause

sayingthatheshouldleaveheralonewithout

knowingifshelikehim ornotwaspointless



Theyplacedtheirordersandtalkedabout

everythingandanything

Ntokozotookalotofpictures

Whendinnerendedtheyallleft

Eventhoughitwasashortdistancetheguys

didn’twanttowalk

LwazitookaridewithSol,AmandawithMasi

andNtokozowaswithherman

Theyparkedthecarsattheparkinglotand

walkedLwazitoherstationfirstsinceitwas

thefurthestfrom theentrance/exit



TheirchatterandlaughtergotBanzitogetout

tocheckwhatwasgoingon

Banzi:gentsIdidn’tknowyouwerecoming

Loyd:comingtowhere,towhat,towho,forwho,

forwhat

Masi:hayindodasiyachamathinawedon’t

come

Everyonelaughedandhewasfeelingabit

sidelined

Loyd:Lwazithankyoufortodaywewillseeyou

Friday



Masi:thanksforuDupointwam nehbabygirl,

seeyouFriday

Thegentslefttalkingwiththeirwomenwhile

Solremainedtryingtofigureouthowtosay

goodbye

Sol:I’m hopingI’llbebackbyFridaysothatwe

canallchill

Lwazi:youbettergetthatdealinCapetownand

thencomebackveryearlyFridayorelsedon’t

evertalktomeagain

Sol:theI’llbethereonFriday

Hegaveherahugandranaftertheguys



Shesatdownandswitchedhercomputeron

Banzi:Wheredidyouguysmeet?andwhy

wasn’tIinvited?

Lwazi:whatareyoutalkingaboutsir?

Banzi:reallyLwazi?Youarebeingprofessional

rightnow

Lwazi:yes

Heclickedhistongueandwalkedintohisoffice

Hecan’tbelievehisfriendsweresidelininghim



justbecausehegotbackwithKat

ThedayendedandLwazilefttheoffice,the

companydriverdroveherhome

Afterrestingandtakingabathshedecidedto

usethepointersshegotfrom Solonherplan

Shefinishedoffherlogodesign

HerphoneranganditwasBanzicalling

Sheanswered

Banzi:hey

ShecouldhearAngelacryinginthebackground



Banzi:Ineedyourhelp

Lwazi:can’tyouaskKattohelpyouI’m

currentlyonadinnerdaterightnow

Banzi:pleaseLwaziIreallyneedyourhelp

HerheartbrokeandthecriesofAngelainthe

background

Packherbagandbringherover

Sheendedthecall.Herconsciencewouldn’t

allowhertoletababysufferlikethat



AfteranhourBanziknockedonherdoor

Sheopenedthedoorstillholdingacrying

Angela

Lwazitookherfrom him whileheplacedher

bagdown

Lwazi:youcanleave

Helookedathersurprisedbecausethe

previousnighteverythingwasfinebetween

them andhesleptover

Lwazi:Isaidleave

Hewalkedoutwithoutarguing



Lwazi:Angelawhydoyoualwaysdothis?

Shesaidnothingbutplacedherheadonher

neck

Shefedherandtheyretiredtobed

AtKatlego’sapartment

BanziknockedandwaitedforKatlegotoopen

Sheopenedwearinghersleepwear

Banzi:sorryforwakingyouupIjustmissedyou



Kat:Ithoughtyousaidyouweren’tcomingover

becauseyourdaughteriscrying

Banzi:Itookhertohermom

Kat:great,letgotobed

Hefollowedhertothebedroom andtheyslept

likethat

Thefollowingday

Banzi:Idon’tunderstandyouguys,youcalled

metotheclubsayingyouhaveasurprisefor

meandwhenIgetthereIfindKatlegowithyou

whatsurprisewereyoutalkingaboutifnother?



Loyd:manwehadbookedatriptoCapeTown

withjustusGentsnowomen.Katcamewith

candywedidn’tevenknowshewasintown

Helookedatthem

Banzi:okayfinebutstillIdon’tunderstandwhat

theproblem isifI’m backwithmyex

Masi:Weknowsomethingwasgoingon

betweenyouandNolwaziandnowyou’ve

thrownheroutofyourlifelikeshenothing

what’sworseisthatshenowhastohelpyou

withyourdaughterwhodoesn’twantanyone

elsebuther.Thatwomanhelpedyoubuya

houseandwhatdidyoudo?YoutookKatlego

tothathousetodecorateassheseefits.The

houseyouwillliveinwithyourdaughter



Loyd:what’sfuckedupisthatyoutoldSolto

stayawayfrom Nolwaziandhereallydoeslike

herbutbroyoucanhaveyourbreadbuttered

bothwaysonehastogive

Banzi:lookman,Lwaziisagoodwomanyes

butIneedsomeonetochallengeme.Someone

Icantodinnerwithclientsandnowshecanget

alongwitheveryone

Sol:bullshitbecausethereisnothingLwazi

doesn’tknowaboutbusinesses,nowyouare

lookingdownonher

Banzi:ofyoureallywanthersobadthenhave

her



Sol:IwillwithpleasureandIwillshowyouhow

amantreatsagoodwoman

Heleftaftersayingthat

Masi:I’m sodisappointedinyou.Whenyouare

withKatyoubecomesomethingelseandI’m

notgonnahearoundforthatnotthistime

Loyd:youknowhowNtokozois,sheismy

ghettoqueenbutbecauseIloveherI

introducedhertomyworld,surprisinglyshewas

notasbadasIthought,shemadepeoplelaugh

atthedinnertableandshewasdressedthe

part.Youcanaskyourwomantoanythingat

anytimeaslongasyoudon’tchangewhosheis.

NtokozoisghettoandIacceptedherthatway

butwhenItellherthatbabewehaveadinner

withmybossorclient.Thatwomanchangesto



whatIneedatthattime,shewillbeherselfyes

butshewillbeanelegantwoman,speaking

Englishthroughout.WhenImethershewasa

cleanerthisyearshewillbeaqualifiedteacher

becauseItoldherthatIwanthertobebetter

thansheisnotsomeonedifferent

Theytooktheirthingsandlefthim

Withnocareintheworldhetookhisthingsand

left

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Amonthlater



Lwazigotoutofthebathroom andwentbackto

herdesk

Herphoneranganditwasthesecurity

companythatdoesroundinherneighborhood

Lwazi:hello

Voice:Sisikunenganeehlezingaphandlela

endliniyakho

Lwazi:umntana?

Voice:yebo,hesayshisnameisNathan

Foramomentshethoughsheheardhim wrong



Voice:helloSisi

Lwazi:ndiyezatata

Shepackedherthingsandleftwiththe

companycar

30minutesthecardroppedheroffatherplace

shewalkedslowlytowardsherdoor

Theyoungboysatonthestoop

Lwazi:Nathan

Shesaidstandingalittlefarfrom his



Heliftedhisheaduptolookather

Shecouldneverforgetthoseeyeseventhough

sheonlysawthem forafewhours

Shepulledhim inforahug

Sheopenedthedoorastearsstreameddown

hercheeks

Thesmallboygotin.Hehadnoluggagewith

him justawaterbottle,breadandanenvelope

Lwazi:yousitdownletmegochangemyshoes

Hesatontherugnotfarfrom thecouch



Shechangedhershoesandwentbacktowhere

hewas

Lwazi:noNathan,sitonthecouch

Hesatonthecouch

Lwazi:mynameisNolwaziQunta

Nathansmiled

Nathan:IknowyournamebutthepicturesI’ve

seenyoulookyoungerinthem

Shesmiletearsblurringhereyes



Nathan:Ma’am toldmeyouwereinprison

Lwazi:yesthat’strueIgavebirthtoyouand

wentbacktoprison.Ididsomethingbad

Nathan:Babaalwaystellsmetoapologize

whenIdosomethingbadandalsopraytoGod

forforgiveness

Lwazi:Ialsodidaskforforgivenessandprayed

forone.Whathappened?Whobroughtyouhere?

Nathan:ma’am nogogo,theysaidyoulivehere

Lwazi:whataboutschool?



Nathan:Ihaven’tbeentoschoolinamonth

now,ma’am saidsinceI’m goingtolovewith

youIshouldstopgoingandshestoppedpaying

fees

Lwazi’sheartbrokebecauseshedidn’tforce

them totakeherson

Shetookthefilefrom him,itwashisimportant

documents,histransferletterfrom hisschool

andhisreportcard

Lwazi:letmecallsomeonetocoverformeat

work

ShecalledBanzi



Banzi:heywhereareyou?

Lwazi:IhaveapersonalmatterIneedtoattend

to,canIpleasehavetherestofthedayoff,I’ll

bebacktomorrowthough

Banzi:iseverythingokay?

Lwazi:mymom andsisterdroppedmysonat

mydoorstepsoI’m tryingtofindasolution

Banzi:okaycool

Shedroppedthecall

Lwazi:letmegetyousomethingtoeatandthen

we’llgolookforaschoolfirstandthengoget



youclothes

Nathannodded

Lwaziwenttothekitchentowarm upsomeled

oversfrom lastnight.Shewasn’tgoingto

breakdownalthoughshecouldtellhersonwas

beingabusedbywhoeverhewaslivingwith

Shecalledhim intothekitchenhesatdownon

thediningtableandbeganeating

Shelookedforschoolclosetohomeandher

workplace

TheschoolfeeswasaboutR3000amonthin

onethatwasnotfarfrom herworkplace



OnceNathanfinishedeatinghewashedhis

placeandplaceditnicelyonthecounter

Lwazi:let’sgothen

Thecompanydriverwasalreadyoutside,Banzi

senthim over

Theygotinthecarandwenttotheschool

Theprincipallookedathisreportcard

Principal:it’salreadysecondterm nowIdon’t

knowwhatIcando



Lwazi:pleaseI’llmakesurehedoeswell,I’llhire

atutortohelphim

Principal:whathappenedwithhisprevious

school?

Lwazi:hewaslivingwitharelativeIguessshe

gottiredofhim andsenthim backtome

Principal:ohIsee,wecantakehim buthereally

havetoeitherjoinextraclasseshere,thoseare

usuallyorganizedforlearnerswhoatriskof

failure

Lwazi:that’snotaproblem aslongasit’saway

tohelphim withhisschoolwork



TheprincipaltookhisdocumentswhileaLwazi

signedtheapplicationandregistrationcontract

Principal:you’lljustpaytheR250adminfeeand

thefirstfeeinstallment,hecanstartanyway,he

canstartanydayaslongaswehaveproofof

paymentandheaschooluniform.Hereisa

stationarylist,thisishisuniform listmakesure

hehasatleastajerseyandatieandyoucan

gethim ablazerastimegoeson.

Lwazi:thankyousomuch,he’llbehere

tomorrow

Theprincipalnoddedandshooktheirhands

Lwazilookedatthemoneythatwasneeded,it

wasallher3monthsavingsbutitwasfineas



longashersonistakencareof.Shepaidforhis

schooluniform attheschoolshop,shegothim

everything

Banzi’sphonecalldisturbedherasshelooked

througheverythingshegotfrom theschool

Banzi:hey,PatricktellsmethatyouareatCurro

Academy

Lwazi:yeahIgotNathanspacehereIjustneed

topaynecessaryfeesandhe’llbeatschoolby

tomorrowmorning

Heknewthatitwasgoingtobealotofmoney

topayatleastniceandsheonlyjuststarted

workingforhim,herpreviousjobdidn’tpay

much



Banzi:don’tgetoffendedbywhatI’m goingto

doandjusttakeitasawayofsayingthankyou

forlovingmydaughterlikeyoudo

Lwazi:whatgoingonLubanzi?

Banzi:Ijustpaidthisyear’sfeesforNathanso

youdon’thavetoworry,I’llbringtheproofof

paymentsojustfocusongettinghim therest

ofthethingshewillneed

Shesighed,shecouldn’taffordtocrynotin

frontofhersonandthedriver

Lwazi:youbettercomeoverwithAngelatonight



Hesmiledbecausehewasexpectingherto

throweveryinsultathim

Apartofhim knewthathelovesherandshould

bewithherbutsomethingjustmakeshim

differentwhenheseesKat

Banzi:okay

ShedroppedthecallandlookedatNathanwho

wasjustlookingoutthewindowadmiringthe

building

Theyarrivedattheshoppingcentertobuyhis

stationaryandclothes

Shepickedeverythingandlookedathim ashe

lookedatachocolatebar



Lwazi:takeit

Hetookitandtheywenttopay

InjustadayshehasspentR7000anamount

shehasneverusedbefore

Sheplacedeverythinginthecarandtheywent

tocheckerstobuyafewgroceriesandsnacks

forhim tocarryatschoolandingredientsfor

hislunchbox

Onceshegoteverythingshebroughtburgers

forthem toeatwhentheygethome

Thedrivehomewasnotthatlong

Patrickhelpedthem withthebagsbefore



drivingoff

LikebeforeNathansatonthefloorinsteadof

thecouch

Lwazilookedathim

ComehereNathan

Lwazi:whydoyouseatonthefloorallthetime?

Helookeddownbecausewheneverhegot

calledthatmeanthewasgoingtogetabeating

fordoingsomething.Helookeddownstillquiet.

Hedidn’tknowwhethertoanswerherbecause

ma’am toldhim toneverspeakbackand

wheneverhetriedtoexplainhimselfshegave



him ahotslap

Lwazi:sitherebabyandtellmewhat’sgoingI

willnothearyouokay?

Henodded

Nathan:ma’am toldmethatIshouldsitdown

becausethereisnocouchformetositonand

shesaidImakehercouchesdirty

Lwazi:listenherboy,ifyouwereplayingoutside

andyougotdirty,youwilltakeabathsothat

youcanbecleanandthensitonthecouch.As

longasyourclothesarenotfilledwithgrass

anddirtyoucansitonthecouch,okay?



Nathan:yesma’am

Lwazi:secondlyIam yourmotherbutifyouare

notcomfortablewithcallingmemom ormama,

AuntieorLwaziisfinebymeokay?

Nathan:yesma’am....ImeanLwazi

Lwazi:good,whenyougetolderI’lltellyouwhy

Ihaven’tbeeninyourlifebutuntilthenjust

knowthatI’m sorryIwasn’tthereforyouandI

promisetonehereanytimefrom nowon

Nathan’seyesfilledwithtearsashelistenedto

her,hewasnotyoungsoheunderstoodmost

thingsandemotionalhehadtogrowolderthan

hisage



Lwazipulledhim inforahug

Heletthetearsflowandheabsorbedher

warmth.Heusedtoseeotherkidshugtheir

motherswhentheypickthem upafterschool

andhealwayswonderedhowthatfelt,howit

wouldfeeltohughisownmotherlikethat

Lwazipulledoutandwipedhistearsgivinghim

kissesalloverhisface

Hegiggledtryingtorunawayfrom her

Sheeventuallylethim go

Lwazi:letmeshowyouwhereeverythingis,so

thatyoucanbeabletomakeyourselffoodif



I’m eithersleepingorbusy

Sheshowedhim everythinginthekitchen

cabinetsthathemightneedtouse

Shewenttotheloungetoshowhim howtheTv

worksandthentheywenttohisroom

Sheplacedallhisclothesinthewardrobe,

showedhim howthebathroom works

Hewasnotthatcluelessthough

Theywentbacktothekitchentowarm uptheir

burgersandeat

Shewillneedtoverifyeverythingabouthim

withasocialworker.Shehopedit’snotoneof



hermother’sgamesmakingherthinkshehas

hersonbackonlyforthem tocomebackto

claim him back

Theyateinsilence,shepackedawayeverything

andwenttotakeanapsinceshewasfeeling

tired

“Lwazi,Lwazi“

Shewaswokenupbysomeoneshakingher,it

wasNathan,itwasdarkinherroom sothat

meanshehasbeensleepingforhours

Nathan:someoneisatthedoor

Lwaziwokeuptogogetthedoor



BanzistoodontheothersidewithAngelainhis

armssheimmediatelygotoffhim assoonas

thedooropened

Lwazi:Iwassleepingsorry

Banzi:it’sokay

Shemadespaceforhim togetin

TheyfoundAngelalookingstandinginfrontof

Nathan

Angela:mama,maniyo?

Lwazismiled



Lwazi:thisisyourbrotherNathanokay,Nathan

thisisAngelayoursister.That’sherfathera

Banzi

Banzipulledhim inforahugbrushinghiscurly

hairintheprocess

HewaslighterthanNolwazibuthelookedso

muchlikeher

Angelapulledhim awayfrom Banziandhugged

Banzi’slegs

LwazipulledNathantowardsherandshecried

pushingNathan



Banzi:Ithinkitwilltaketimeforherto

understandsheisnottheonlyonenow

Lwazi:yeahIcansee.

Banzihandedhertheproofofpaymentsand

anotherdocument

Shelookedatit

Banzi:Iknowwehaven’tknowneachotherfora

longtimeanditmightbetoomuchbutIwould

liketogiveyoualegalclaim tomydaughter.If

anythinghappenstomeyou’llbeherguardian.

Mybrotherisalsoonebutheismarriedwithhis

ownwifeandkidsIdon’twanttoaddmy

daughtertotheirload

Lwazilookedathim tryingtoseeifsomething



iswrong

Banzi:Idon’tknowwhat’sgoingonbutIfeel

somethingbadmighthappenImightbewrong

buteitherwayI’dratherbesafe

Thekidsweresittinginthecouchtogetherwith

AngelalookingatNathanlikeheissomething

shedoesn’tunderstand,maybeit’shisblue

eyesthatarecaptivatingorhishairbuteither

wayshelookedathim asifhewassomething

worthstudying

Nathankeptlookingatherandsmiling

Lwazi:I’m sorryforbeingmoodythepast

weeks,Idon’tknowwhat’swrongwithme

Banzi:it’sokayIunderstandIplayedwithyour



heartknowingthatIstillloveKat.Thankyoufor

nothatingmydaughterforthat

Lwazi:it’sokay.Maybesheshouldmoveinwith

ussinceitseemsthingsaregettingserious

betweenyouandKat.Youcancomeseeher

anytime.Thiswillsaveyouthedriveofdropping

herherewhenKatiscomingoverorwhenshe

wantsme

Banzisighedrubbinghishead,hewasnotready

tolivewithouthisdaughtershehasalways

beenthecenterofhislife

Banzi:aslongasIcancomegetheranytimeI

want

Lwazi:anytimeyouwantyoucancomegether



Banzi:youwillneedtolearnhowtodriveand

getalicensesothatyoucandriveoneofmy

carstodropthem offatschool,gotoworkand

alsopickthem up.I’m givingyou3monthsto

dothat.I’llleavetheSUVinthegaragesothat

whenyoufinallyhaveyourlicenseyouwilldrive

it

SomethingwasoffwithBanzieventhoughhe

wasnottellingher.Hewasactingasifheis

dyingorsomething

Hepulledhertothebedroom andlockedthe

doorbehindhim

Shehadpromisedherselftonoteweaktohis

touch



Butrightnowshewasbreakingthatpromiseas

herlaidherdownwithnoclotheson

Hetracedhisfingersoverherbodyandstopped

atherloverabdomen.Therewasnothingthere.

Hecould’veswornhemadeherpregnant

Withthekidsintheotherroom theyhadnotime

towastesotheymadeloveimmensely

Tearsfilledboththeireyes,shecouldfeelthis

wasgoodbye

Hegaveherdeepstrokeswhileholdingher

handsaboveherhead

Banzi:Iloveyousomuchmama



Hesaidstillgoingatit

Lwazi:IloveyoutooBanzi

Whentheyfinallyfinishedhetookhertothe

bathroom andplacedheronthetoiletseat

whilehefilledthebathtubwithwater

Heplacedherinsideandthengaveheronefinal

kissbeforegoingout

Tearsstreameddownherfaceasheclosedthe

door

SomethingbigwashappeningwithBanzi

Shegotoutofthewateranddriedherself



Inanunknownlocation

Kattookoffherclothesandlaiddownasthe

seeropenedherlegstodevourher

Thiswasherfinalpaymentandshewouldbe

gettingherlife,everythingshedeserved

Hegotinbetweenherlegs,hisdicktouching

herentrancealthoughthiswasnotidealshe

washornyandthishappenedeverytimewhen

hemadeherbathinthoseherbs

Shewasreadyforhim butsomehowhewas

takinghistimewithher

Hegotdownkissingheruntilhereachedherclit



hiswarm breathmadehershiver

Hepulledonherclitwithhislipsmakingher

vibrateabitsinceitwassensitivealready

Sheopenedherlegswiderforhim andhe

suckedher

HewasnotbadthoughnotasgoodasBanzi

buthewasgoodalso

Hewentonandonuntilshefinallygaveinand

camealloverhim

Hegotupanddirectedhispenisinsideher

Theymovedtheirbodiesinsynctooneanother



ashegaveherdeepstrokes

Hermoansfilledthehutashebeganmoving

fasterandfasterinsideher

Shecameagain,heturnedheraround

Kat:Ithoughtoneroundwasenough

Seer:nottodaymydaughterordoyouwantme

stop

Shecouldn’treallyanswerthatbecauseher

bodywasstilltryingtointerpretallthe

sensationsshewasgettingshecouldn’t

decidedonwhichonewastoomuchbetween

hisdickinsideherandhowhewasrubbingher



clit

Shefinallycameandhestillhadnotcome

Herkneesfeltjelly

Helaiddownandplacedherontopslidingher

intohim

Hebouncedherupanddown,herboobswere

jumpingupanddownandsheplacedherhands

onhischestforsupport

Thebitchinherwantedtogivethismanagood

timejustlikehewasdoingtoher

Shemadecircleswithherwaistspelling



coconutandanyotherwordspossibletospell

Hefinallyreleasedhisjuicesinsideher

Helowerabdomenfeltwarm soshelieddown

onthefloor

Seed:Iam nowbecomingonewithyou

Kat:mmmmmhhhhhyes!!!

Whateverisinhissperm wasgivinghera

sensationshecouldn’tunderstand,itwas

hittinghersensitiveparts,herclitfrom inside,

somethingalsofeltlikeitwassuckingonher

boobs

Shemoanedinpleasuretryingtograbanything



closetohershepulledtheseertoherface

Theveinsinhereyeswereflowingblackliquid

anditsoondisappeared

Shegotontopofhim againridinghim faster

andfasteruntilshecame

Butthesensationgotworse

Seer:itwillendatthebreakofdawn

Shebreathedinandoutrealizingitwasgonna

bealongnightthensinceit’sonlyafter

midnight

Theseercontinuedfuckinghereverytimeshe



wantedhim to

Untiltheearlyhoursofthemorningwhenshe

finallyreleasedherlastorgasm whichwas

black

Seer:itisdone,whenyougethomeyouneedto

havesexwithhim beforeyoubathandhewill

beyours

Kat:whatwashappeningtomelastnight?

Seer:nothingbadjustthepleasureofbeingone

withthegreatone

Kat:willIevergetthatfeelingagain?



Seer:notexactlythesame

Shenodded

ShewalkedoutandfoundCandyoutsideonthe

phone

Shewaitedfortofinish

Candyturnedtoherandsmiled

Candy:itwasgreatright?

Kat:outofthisworldgirl

Candy:Iknoweyandnowyouwillhave



everythingyouwantfrom Banzijustwaitand

see

Kat:Ican’twait

Candy:howdoyouthinkIgotaCEOinmy

pocket?IleftthatbrokemanMasiandnowI

gettogoshopinFranceorwhereverIwant,Ifly

inaprivatejet

Kat:soonthatwillbemetoo

Candy:yesgirlnowlet’sleaveourbusiness

hereisdone

ThewalkedtoCandy’scarandshedroveoff

leavingdustbehindher



Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#10

Lwazitappedherfootwaitingforherlawyerto

finishtalkingonthephone

Hefinallydroppedthecallandturnedtoher

Lawyer:I’m sorryforthat,it’sjustoneofthose

hardclientsey

Lwazi:it’sokay

Lawyer:Imadeanenquireaboutyoursonandit

seemseverythingiscorrectyouhavefulllegal

rightstoyoursonnow



Lwazi:weweren’twesupposedtogotoa

familycourtforallofthis?

Lawyer:notreally,partiescandecidedtojust

involvelawyersonlyandnotgotocourt

Lwazi:IwasnevercontactedhenceI’m here

becausenolawyercametomeaskingformy

lawyerIjustfoundmysononmydoorstepwith

this

Lawyer:Idon’tknowhowitwasdonebutthisis

legityoucancontestitifyoudon’twantyour

sonbutI’dadviseyoutojustlivewithyourson

andbehappyaboutthis

Thelawyerwasright,shedidn’tneedtoworry

aslongaseverythingislegalandfinethenit’s



cool

Lwazi:thankyouforyourtime

Shesaidtakingthedocumentsandherbag

leavingtheoffice

Herphonerangasshestoodoutsidethe

lawyer’sofficewaitingforanUber

Lwazi:Amandawhatisit?

Amanda:heygirl,officerLeratoishereandshe

doesn’tlookhappy

Lwazi’sheartbeatfasteratthethoughtofthat.

Shecan’tgiveLeratoanotherreasontohateher



Lwazi:pleasetellherI’m onmywayfrom an

errandforthebossI’llbetheresoonjust10

minutes

Shedroppedthecallandluckyenoughherride

wasalreadyhere

Theridebacktotheofficewasnotreally

pleasantherheartwasbeatinghardagainsther

chest

Sheranoutimmediatelywhenthecarcameto

ahaltattheentranceofthebuilding

ShewalkedquicklytoAmanda’sstation



Leratowassittingdownpagingthrougha

magazine

ShemurmuredthankyoutoAmandaand

attendedLerato

Lwazi:OfficerLeratoIdidn’tknowyouwere

comingtoday

Lerato:whatdayisittoday?

Lwazi:Monday,letsgotomyoffice

Lerato:ItoldyouthateveryfirstMondayofthe

firstweekofeverymonth

Lwazi:ifyoucanjustseadateforyourvisit



insteadofthislongexplanationyouaregiving

meitwouldbebetter

Lerato:worrynotbecauseyoucheckupdays

havebeenmovedto4timesamonthsoyou’ll

beseeingmeeveryThursday

Lwazi:why?Whathappened?

Lerato:wouldn’tyouliketoknow?

Lwazi:Iwouldlovetoknowbecausethisismy

lifewearetalkingabout

Lerato:itwasarhetoricalquestiondear

Lwaziofferedheraseat



Lerato:Imetaprettyinterestingcolleagueof

yours

Lwazi:Amanda?

Lerato:noTumishedoesn’treallyhavenice

thingstosayaboutyourbehaviorbutthat’sfor

metoknowstill,ifit’snotmuchIwouldliketo

speaktoyourboss

Lwazi:LeratoItoldyoumybosshasagirlfriend,

Ican’thookyouup

Lerato:wellnotaccordingtoTumi,youarehis

girlfriendthat’swhyyoudidn’twanttohookme

upwellIwilldoitmyselfafteraskinghim about

youandifhereallyhasnicethingsonlytosay



aboutyouI’llconsideritafoulsinceyouguys

arefucking.Callhim andtellhim I’m here

Lwazi:Leratowhyareyoudoingthis?Youwill

failmeforaman?

Lerato:justcallhim andletmedomyjob

LwazisighedanddialedBanzi

Banzi:Lwazi

Lwazi:myparoleofficerwouldliketohavea

wordwithyou

Banzi:isitthatLeratowoman?



Lwazi:yessir

Banzi:tellherI’m inameeting

Lwazi:Icansirorelseshewillfailme

Leratogaveheranevilstare

Banzi:okayletherthrough,doessheknow

aboutus

Lwazi:yessirhenceyoucan’tbehappyabout

everythingorelsetheclientwillcancelthe

account



Banzi:how?

Lwazi:theManagerinmechanicsdivisionmet

withtheclientandbriefedherabouteverything

Banzi:Tumiandherloudmouth

Lwazi:I’llletLeratothroughwhileIpreparefor

yourmeetingthen

Shedroppedthecall

Lwazi:youcangothrough

Shestoodupandwalkedtohisoffice



Lwazisighedrubbingherforehead.Thisisnot

thestresssheneedsrightnow.Herpregnancy

isastressenoughonitsown

InsideBanzi’soffice

Leratogotinandbeganher“sexy”walk

towardsBanzi’sdeskwhowasnotevenlooking

ather

Banzi:haveasitofficerI’llbewithyoushortlyI

justneedtosendthisemail

Sherolledhereyesbecauseclearlyhedidn’t

noticehowshewaswalking

Shesatdownacrosshim



Afewsecondspassedandhefinallybrought

hiseyesuptobemetbyhers

Hesmiled

Banzi:goodday,whatcanIdoforyouofficer?

Lerato:stopbeingsoformalyoucancallme

Lerato

Heraisedhiseyebrowlookingather

Banzi:Igottheimpressionthatyouarehereon

officialbusiness,isn’tthatcorrect?

Lerato:butitcanbepersonalanytime



Henodded

Banzi:I’m afraidIonlyhave10minutestospare,

whatcanIdoforyou?

Sheclickedhertongueabitrealizingthathe

wasn’tintoheract

Lerato:I’m heretoenquireaboutNolwazi,how

issheasanemployee?

Banzi:sofarI’m happywithherwork,myoffice

isstillinordersothatproofenoughthatsheis

doingagoodjob

Lerato:isittruethatyourrelationshiphas



becomemorethanjustemployer-employee?

Banzi:outsideoftheofficewearefriendsandI

havegivenherlegalrightstomydaughterwho

liveswithherfulltime

Lerato:ohcomeBanzi,Iheardyoutwoareina

relationship

Banzi:isthereaquestioninyourstatement?

Lerato:isthattrueorfalse?

Banzi:false,mygirlfriendisKatlegoifyou’dlike

toseehershe’llbeheresoonforourlunchdate

Lerato:whywouldacolleaguesayyouhavean



intimaterelationship?

Banzi:Idon’tknowbutinsteadofdwellingona

hearsayyoucanjustwaittogettheproofofmy

relationshipwithsomeoneelsenotNolwazi

Lerato:Iam agoodpersonbutIcanberuthless

whenIwantespeciallywhenIdon’tgetwhatI

want.IfyoustillwanttoseeyourP.Araiseyour

kidyoubetterbookusaroom andsendmeall

theinformationtothisnumber.I’m hopingIcan

getthatinformationnolaterthan18:00pm

tonightorelsetomorrowyourP.Amightbe

behindbars.It’suptoyou

Shesaidwalkingaway

Banzisighedinfrustrationbecausethis



ultimatum wasonehecouldn’tafford.Katis

notgoodwithkidssotakinginNathanand

AngelaisabigNo.Hisbrotherjustgotmarried

hehasafamilyofhisownhedoesn’tneed

anymorestresstobeaddedontopofthat

Banzi:Lwazipleasecometomyoffice

That’sallhesaidassoonasshepickedupthe

call

Sherushedin,from hisfaceshecouldtell

somethingwaswrong

Banzi:yourofficerjustthreatenedme

Hereyespoppedoutbecauseshedidn’texpect



that.Shehadthoughtthatshewouldflirtwith

him anditwouldendthere

Lwazi:whatdidshesay?

Banzi:Ineedtohavesexwithhertonightor

elseyou’llbearrestedcometomorrowmorning

Lwazisatdownfeelingalittlelightheaded.

Nothingseemedtobegoingherwayinlife.

Justwhenshethoughtshehadgotherbig

breakshefallspregnantforamanwhoiswith

anotherwomanandthennowherfreedom is

underthreat

Lwazi:I’llaskIsiphototakeinNathan,you’ll

havetotakebackAngela



Banzi:Ican’tdothat

Lwazi:it’stheonlychoicerightnow.Sheisyour

daughterforheavenssake

Banzi:whowilllookafterher?Katisconstantly

traveling.Idon’twanttohireanannyIdon’t

truststrangers

Lwazi:isthatallyouareworriedabout?Youcan

talktoKatsothatshestopstravelingIdon’t

seehowthat’snotpossible

Banzi:orIcanjustsleepwiththiswomanandit

wemoveonfrom it

Lwazi:wow,itwillneverend,ofyougiveinto



thisdemandmoredemandswillcome.Itwill

neverendjusttalktoKattonightI’llpack

Angela’sthingsandyoucanpickherup

tomorrow.Letmegoarrangeforsomeoneto

takeinmyson

Banzi:I’llseewhaticando

Lwazistoodupandlefthisoffice

HeronlyoptionrightnowwasMrsN,theyhave

beencloseeversincetheymet.Sheprobably

won’tmindtakingNathanin.

Katwalkedpastherstationlikeshedidn’texist

andgotinsideBanzi’soffice.

Shecouldtfocusonherworkanymore,herlife

wasabouttochangeintheworstwayever

Sherubbedhertummyalthoughitwasnot



showingyet,sheknewshehadtolivefor

someoneelseagain

AjollyAmandaapproachedherdesk

Amanda:girlfriend!!

Lwazi:youseem jolly,what’sgoingon?

Amanda:ZackapprovedmyleavedaysoFriday

I’llbegoingawayonabaecation

Lwazismiledlookingathowhappyshewas,

shehasneverreallyseenAmandasadunless

whenshehasalotofwork

Lwazi:IwishIcouldbeyourightnow



Amanda:youneedtogetabaefirst

Lwazi:IthinkI’m okayalone

Amanda:dowhatdidmissofficerwant?

Lwazi:toruinmylifeandshehassucceeded

Amanda:whatdidshedo?

Lwazi:Imightbegoingtojailtomorrowjust

becauseBanziwouldn’ttakeheroutonadate

andmissloudmouthTumispoke

Amanda:yeahshehasbeentellingeveryone



thatyouhaveaparoleofficerandtheyhave

beentryingtofindoutwhathappened

Lwazi:andyoudon’twanttoknow?

Amanda:untilyoutellmeyourselfI’m finewith

notknowingandbesidesIloveyouthewayyou

areIdon’tcareaboutyourparoleofficersand

yourpast

Lwazi:Ineededtohearthatthanks

Amanda:girlyouarestuckwithmeforever

Lwazi:itseemsdoandIwouldthaveitany

otherway



Amanda:letmegobeforeIgetintrouble

Lwazi:seeyoulater

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#09

Lwazilookedathersoasherelayedeverything

thathappenedinclassheseemedtobe

enjoyinghisnewschoolandhadalreadymade

friendinaspaceofamonth

Iguessit’struewhentheysaywhenyouare

contentwithlifeyouevengainwaitshethought

toherselfasshelookedathersonwhohad

gainedweightandlookedhandsomeshealso

gainedweight,Angelahadtolosesome

becauseofherdietbutallinalleverythingwas



goingaccordingtoplan

Shedidimagineherselfbeingamothertotwo

kidsbutGodplanneditsowhoisshetonot

accept

Isiphogotinwithherkids

Isipho:heeemfazikhonaintoedlaumzi(there

isaproblem)

Thekidsplayedtogetherastheymoveto

Nolwazi’sbedroom

Lwazi:what’swrong?

Isipho:wewilltalkaboutmyproblemslaterbut



fornowIneedyoutotakethistest

Lwazi:IthroughlyItoldyouthatI’m not

pregnantIsipho

Isipho:andI’m insistingthatyoutakethetest,I

willnotbotheryouagainonceyoudo

Lwazi:somanytest

Isipho:Ihaveclearblueitwilltellushowfar

alongareyouandtheotherjusttellusifyouare

pregnantornotnowgoandpeeinthiscup

Lwazitookthecupandwenttothebathroom

andpeedonit,shewrappedthecupwitha

tissueandwenttoIsiphoshedippedthesticks



Shethrewthepeeandflushedthetoilet

Lwazi:sowhat’sgoingonwithyou?

Isipho:heeeLubanzicameoverlastnighttotell

usheaskedKattomarryhim.Idon’tknow

what’swrongwiththatmanbutsomethingis

wrong

Lwazi:idprefertonotgetinvolvedinhis

business

Isipho:youareokaywithbeingasingleparent

tohisbabywhileheisalive

Lwazi:hegavemehissecretbankcardandher



savingscardtosupporther,Ialsohaveher

medicalaidjustIncaseshegetssick.Thefees

attheschoolarepaidupfrontsoit’sfinereally

Isipho:thewayheisactingheremindsmeof

whatmyfatherdidtomymom.Shesaidhejust

leftherat6months

Lwazi:Banziisfollowinghisheartandhe

shouldbeallowedtodothat

Isipho:whatkindofmanlovesawomanwho

madehim abandonhiskid.Theyarebusy

gallivantingallovertheworlddoingGodknows

whatwhileyouareherelookingafterhiskid

andpossiblypregnantwithhisotherkid

Lwazistoodupandgotherstashofbiltongin



hersidetable

Isipholookedatherenjoyingherbiltong

Shewasconvincedsheispregnant

Thetimerranfangindicatingthatitwastimeto

checkthetests

IsiphojumpedonreadtheresultswhileLwazi

justcontinuedenjoyingherbiltong

Isiphoturnedtoherfriend

Shedidn’tknowwhetherthiswasgoodnewsor

badnews



Shehandedhertheclearbluetest

LwazilookedatitandlookedatIsiphoo

suddenlythebiltongwasnolongernice

Lwazi:itsaystwomonthsand1week

Isiphonoddedsittingdownnexttoher

Lwazi:whatthehellam IgoingtodowithaKid

Isipho,Ican’tbeasinglemom

Isipho:I’m sorry

Lwazi:Ican’thavethisbaby,I’m nothavingthis

baby.IjustgotmysonbackandnowI’m afull

timemothertotwokidsathirdonewillbetoo



much

Isiphopulledhertowardsherbrushingherback

allowinghertocryitallout

Isipho:thatbabyisfamilyjustlikethoseonesin

thatotherroom,theywillnevergohungryas

longaswearearound.Youhavefriends,you

haveisasafamilydon’tstressyourself

Lwazijustcrieduntilshefeltitwasenoughnow

Shestoodupandpackedthetestaway

stashingthem ononeofherdrawers

Lwazi:let’sgocheckonthekids



Isipholookedatherwithabitofworryathow

shewascryingnotsolongagobutnowshehas

pulledherselftogetherlikeshewasn’t

Isipho:areyouokay?

Lwazi:I’m okaythereisnothingIcandoright

now.I’m pregnantsoIjusthavetoaccept.I

didn’tterminatemysonwhenhewasconceived

inthemostgruesomewayandIwillnot

terminatethisonejustbecausethefatheris

busywithanotherwoman

Isiphonodded,shehasalwaysknowthatLwazi

wasstrongsothisshouldn’tbeasurpriseto

her

Theyjoinedthekidsinthediningroom



watchingthem dancingtothesongsplayingon

channel0

Zackgotincarryingplasticbagsfollowedby

theguys

Zack:theguysandIdecidedtohostthebraai

hereinsteadofmyhouse

NtokozofollowedafterLoyd

Hertummywasshowingnowsinceshewas5

monthsnow

AmandagotintoofollowingMasi,Solgotin

walkingalone

LwaziandIsipholaughedathim



Sol:Ididn’tgetthememo

Lwazi:it’sokaybossIcandumpNathanfora

fewhoursandbeyourdate

Sol:andwhatwouldIbewithoutyou?

Lwazi:Tumi’sfuckbuddy

Everyonelaughedathim

Zack:whenIfirstheardaboutyouguysIdidn’t

believeit.TumiistoomuchIdon’tknowhow

youmanagewithher



Sol:IgivehertheDwhenevershetriestobea

managerwithmeandshekeepsquietandbea

goodgirl

Loyd:itworkseverytimeman

Ntokozowasjustsittingwithnocareinthe

worldenjoyingheryoghurt

Zack:IinvitedBanzihopefullybeingaround

familiarpeoplehewillgetbacktohissenses

Loyd:Idoubtbutit’sworthatry

Masi:uthakathiweuBanziayikhoenyeinto.

(Banziisbewitchedthereisnothingelse)



Theeldersmovedtothebackyardleavingthe

kidstoenjoytheTv

Thewomenweresittinginthepatiowherethey

couldseeeverythinggoingoninsidejustto

makesurethekidsaresafe

Amanda:AichaLwaziIcantgetoveryourkids

man.NathanisgonnabreakheartsI’m telling

you

Isipho:haveyouseeninhiseyes?Thatboywill

makemotherscryfortheirdaughters

Lwazi:I’llteachhim totreatawomanrightand

nomotherhastocry



Amanda:okusalayothemothersofthegirlshe

willrejectwillcry

Lwazi:hayiyekaniumntanawam

Amanda:ifIeverhaveasonIwouldn’tmindif

hemarriesAngelaevenifsheisolder

Lwazi:ohlordAmanda

Ntokozo:mysonwillmarrythatgirlheis

alreadyhereandthegirlI’m carryingherewill

marryNathanendofstory

Everyonelaughedatherbecausethatwhatshe

alwayssayseverytimesheseesNathan



BanziandKatgotin

Isipho:whowearsheelstoachillas

Amanda:theoneandonlyqueenoffashion

ThekidsgreetedZackwhileKatmovedpast

walkinglikeamodeltowheretheladieswere

Kat:Ladieshowareyou

Ntokozo:sirytKatlegohlalaphantsituu

Kat:whyaresogrumpy?

Ntokozo:ngiyathwasasoangifunimuntuomile



eduzekwami

Shecatwalkedtotheemptychair

IsiphowatchedhowBanziwasinteractingwith

thekidsanditgaveherhopethatheisstill

somewhereinside

HemadehiswayoutwithNathan,withtheir

lightskinyouwouldthinkheishisson

Banzi:howareyouladies?

HelookedatLwaziabit.Henoticedshegained

weightandwaslookinglighter

Isipho:siyaphilabhutiwehaven’tseenyouina

whileey



Banzi:yeahIwasoutofthecountry

Kat:hetookmeshoppinginFrance

Ntokozo:yesgirl!!!ShoppinginFrance

Everyonelaughed

Kat:youneedtopopthatbabyoutit’smaking

younasty

Ntokozo:atleastIcanpop.Youarecloseto30

Katlegowhenwillyoupop

Kat:andruinmyfigure?He’llnothat’syourJob



guys.Lwazialreadygavemeasonanda

daughterwhatmorecanIaskfor

Isipho:thesonanddaughteryouneverinviteto

yourhouse?Youmeanthoseones.Youare

reallyfullofjokesey.Angelaneverrunstoyou

becauseyoualmostbrokeherarm 3months

ago

Lwazijuststoodandwentinsidetomakefood

forthekidsjustIncasetheywerehungry

Amandajoinedher

Amanda:don’tlethergettoyou

Lwazi:noit’snotthatIjustwishshedidn’ttake



Banziawayfrom thekidsthat’sall

Amanda:he’llcometohissensesoneday

Lwazi:IhopethatonedayissoonAmanda

Amanda:don’tbreakdownnow.Notinfrontof

her

Thecontinuedmakingfoodforthekidsand

servedthem

Nathandidn’twanttoleavetheguyssoshe

coveredhisfood

Theywentbackoutsidetojointheladies



Lwazi:I’m thinkingofstartingwiththepap

Amanda:I’llmakethechakalaka

Isipho:I’llcookthespinach

Ntokozo:I’lltasteitforyouguys

Kat:I’llmakethegreensaladsincenoneofyou

isplanningoneatinghealthyanytimesoon

Lwazi:okayletsgoinsidethen

#Outside

Sol:IthinkNolwaziispregnantforthisfool



Loyd:yeahI’venoticedherweightgainandthe

changeincomplexion

Masi:Banziwhat’syourplanifsheisreally

pregnant?

Banzilookedatthem anddrankhisbeerwhile

holdingNathanwithhisotherarm

Banzi:I’llsupportmykidslikeI’m doingright

now

Zack:Nathancomeoverhereletmeteachyou

howtoturnmeat

Banzi:who’ssondoyouwanttoburn?Hayi



Theguyslookedathim.Itwasacutesightto

seebecausethat’stheBanzitheyknow

Zack:owhLorddon’tcomeNathan

Banzi:I’llteachhim

Hetookoverthegrillandstartedgrillingthe

meatwithNathanwhiletheguyssatasideand

watchedhim

Loyd:areyouguyssurethat’snothisbiological

son?Lookatthem

Masi:LwaziandBanzishouldtellusthetruth

aboutthisboy



Zack:niyazithandaindabazabantuyazi

Loyd:canyouguyssmellthearomafrom the

kitchen.NowIcan’twaittoeat

Sol:uyakuthandaukudlasan

AngelawalkedoverslowlyholdingYenzatrying

tomakehim walk

Loyd:lookatthesetwo,it’slikeablindleading

theblind

Zack:yeee!!!!Wenasanleavemykidsalone

Loyd:ngiyadlalaumakotiwam phelaloya



Masi:sowuqalileukuhlanya

Angela:Baba,hereisaYenza

ZackheldYenzabetweenhislegswhileAngela

triedtowalktoherfatherandbrotherbutthe

smokewasblindinghersinceshewenttoside

wherethesmokewasgoing

Angela:Than!!!

ShesaidcallingouttoNathanwhowenttohelp

her

Nathan:whatwereyoudoingthatside?

Angela:sorry



Heplacedherdownabitfarfrom thegrill

Nathan:I’m goingtogetyouyourchairstand

theredon’tgonearthegrillyouwillburnyour

handokay?

Shenodded

Heranintothehouse

Banzileftthemeatandstoodnexttohis

daughter

Angela:daddy

Banzi:yesangel



Angela:missyou

Helookedathernotknowingwhattosayhe

alsomissedher

NathanplacedAngela’scampchairandputa

caponherhead

Nathan:nowyoucansitandwatchmegrillthat

meatsothatyoueatneh

Angelaclappedherhandsshoutingyeyyyy

Zack:it’samazinghowthosetwohavequickly

formedasiblingbond

Loyd:tellmeaboutitman.Lookathowcutethe



wholesetupwasrightnow.IhopeBanziwillbe

aroundforthebirthofhisotherbabybecauseI

reallythinkLwaziispregnant

Masi:hedidgoodmakingherpregnantthough

sothathewillbetheonlyfathertohiskids

imagineifshegotpregnantbysomeoneelse

thatwouldbetoomuch

Zack:butwecan’texpecthertobesinglewhile

waitingforthisjerktogethisshitstraight

Sol:thatwomanwillbesingle,beforeIhooked

upwithTumiItriedmyluckwithherbutshe

toldmestraightupthatherheartwon’tallow

hertoloveanotherman.Shewouldratherbe

singlethanhaveastepfatherforherkids



Masi:that’soneloyalwomaneyIwishAmanda

couldbelikethat

Loyd:shedoeslookloyalthough

Masi:yeahsheisbuttherearecertainthings

wefightaboutsometimesanditmakesme

doubtherloveformebutIreallydoloveher

Lwazi:Guysareyoudonethere?

Shelookedatthem astheywerebusysitting

downwhileBanziandNathanwerebusy

Zack:wewillbedonesoonMakotidon’tworry

Shenoddedandwentbackinside



Sol:maybeweshouldhelphim

Loyd:ifyouwantthemosttastymeatletBanzi

doitforyoumanheisabraaimasterthisone

Insidethehouse

Katwasdonewithhersaladsoshewentto

watchTv.Somethingaboutcatchingupwitha

fashiondesignerwhoisreleasinganewline

Isipho:sowhenhecometoseethekidsyou

guyshavesex?

Lwazi:didyouhavetobeloudthen?Shoutfor

thewholeworldtohearyou



Isipho:doesn’titmakeyoufeelsomehowwhen

dressesupandleaves

Lwazi:itdoesbutIcan’tbringmyselftostopit.

Ilovethatmanwitheverythinginme

Kat:whichman?

Shesaid

Lwazi:Solomon

Thegirlslookedather

Amanda:yhuuuhayiletmecheckonmypot



Shesaidstandingup

Theguysgotin

Kat:babe,Lwaziwasjusttellingushowmuch

shelovesSolomon

BanzilookedatLwazi

Solomon:hehehehayididshesaymakean

announcementaboutitthen?

Banzi’seyesstillhaven’tleftLwazi

Shelookedathim andthenlookedaway



TheguyssatatthediningtableNathangotin

carryingAngela’scampingchairwhilethe

princesswalkedbehindhim

Askinghim abouteverythingandnothing

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#11

AtVanessa’shouse

Vannesa’shusbandsatdownwatchingtvnot

listeningtowhathiswifeandmotherin-law

weretalkingaboutbecauseifhejoinsthe

discussionhewillendupbeinginvolved

Vee:Dube!



Dube:yiniVee?

Vee:youneedtohelpusopenacaseagainst

Nolwazi

Heknewtherewasnothinggoodaboutthis

meeting

Dube:for?

Vee:kidnap

Dubeshookhisheadlookingathiswife

Dube:Iam notgoingtobeinvolvedinallofthis.

Ifyouhaveacrimetoreportgotothepolice

station



MrsJohnson:AcaseofKidnapwon’tstickit’s

beenoveramonthsincethatchildlovedwith

her

Vee:sizoyenzanjanikengobathisthingwith

herparoleofficerisnotworkingthatwoman

hasbeentakingmoneybutthereisnothing

happeningallshewantsismoneyandherboss

nothingelse

MrsJohnson:wewillgoopenacaseandsay

shetookhim forcefullyatgunpointandwewere

scaredsowedidassheaskedbutnowwehave

protectionsowearenotscaredanymore

Vee:thatmightstick.I’m notlettingthatwitch

enjoylifewhilemydadwillnevercomeback



Dube:whileyouarebusywithyourplotsplease

packyourthingsandleavemyhouse,Iwillnot

liveinthishousewithwitchandviciouswoman

likeyou

Vee:uyangixosha?Whatwillyoubewithoutme

heh?IfIleavehereI’m takingmykidswithme

Dube:thatyouwillnotdobecauseIcanstillend

yourlittleplan

Veelookedathim.Shehasneverfullylovethis

manifshewasreallyfinallyfreefrom him then

that’sfine

Vee:I’llgopackrightaway



Shestoodupheadedtotheirbedroom

MrsJohnson:I’vealwaysknownyouareevilbut

Ididn’tthinkyou’rethismuch

Dube:me?Evilyoumustbetalkingaboutwhat

themirrorshowseverytimeyoulookatit.

Heclickedhistongue.Shestoodupand

followedherdaughter

Theykepttalkingandcursingwhilepackingin

thebedroom

Thekidswejustlookingateverythingthatwas

goingon.Althoughtheirparentshavenever



arguedinfrontofthem theycouldtellthings

werenotokay

Dubelookedathiseldestdaughterwhowas

focusedontheshowonTv

Dube:Mahle,pleasetakeyoursisterasbrother

toyourbedroom

Shestoodupandpulledhersiblingstowards

herroom

MrsJohnsonwalkedoutpullingVee’sluggage

bag

MrJohnson:youwereevenluckytoevengetto

haveherasawifesies



Dube:IcanmaketheNathan’sDNAtrueand

theRapekitsreportdon’ttest.Justleavemy

houseinpeace

Vee:let’sgomotherheisnotworthit

Theywalkedoutpullingherbags

Dubecalledhiskidstothediningroom

Dube:Mahleyourmom isgoingtostaywith

yourgrandmotherforawhile.Youwillneedto

helpmearoundthehousebutIwillget

someonetohelpus,okay?

Mahle:whenisshecomingback?



Dube:Idon’tknowbabybutyoucanvisither

overtheweekends

Shenodded

Atanunknownlocation

KatandCandiceremovedtheirshoesasthey

enteredthesacredhut

Theseerwasbusymixingherbsandmaking

thoseweirdsoundstheymake

Seer:sekunenkingafuthi



Hespokewithoutturningtothem

Theladieslookedateachother

Kat:yebomakhosi

Seer:yinkingaedalwewuwe

AconfusedKatlookedatCandice

Themanturnedtothem

Seer:ungenzingathiawaziukuthingikhulumba

ngani

Kat:angazimakhosi



Themanburnthisincenseandclappedhis

handschanting

Seer:blowonthisbag

Hesaiddirectingabagmadeofanimalskin

towardsherface

Sheblewonittwicebeforeheshookit

Hethrewthecontentsofitdown

Itwasjustold“bones”andstickstoanyone

elsebutnottotheseer

Thegiftofseeingnotethanwhatahumaneye

canseeissomethingthatisquiteuniqueand

great



Seer:ngibonaintokazila,uyavumaNomauyala?

Kat:makhosi

Seer:therearekidsinvolvedbetweenyourman

andher,vuma?

Kat:siyavuma

Seer:akukhookuzolungakuwenalomfana

isasekhonalentokazi

Kat:kuzomelengenzenjanimakhosi?

Seer:uzofikakuwelomfanaezocelaukuthi



nihlalenenganeeyodwa,kuzomeleuvume

konkeokunyekuzolandela

Kat:makhosi

Seer:thathalelibhodlelalamanzi.Uthenge

indishiekhazimulayobesemawufikaendlini

uzifakeegumbiniekuzongenawenakuphela

kulo.Uyothinjalomakuthwasainyangauthele

amanzikuyobeseufakalakancaneubize

undlunkulu,uyenzeisiqinisekisosokuthiunqunu

mawenzalokho.Uyobesowulalaphantsi,

undlunkuluuyokwenzaumsebenziwakheyena.

Kat:Makhosi

Seer:lokhuuzokuthelaekudlenikwakhe

uyokhohlwangalentokaziacabangewena



kuphela

Kat:makhosi

Shetookoutastashofmoneyandplacediton

thefloor.Shepickedherparcelsandtheystood

upleavingthehut

Candice:Itoldyounottoallowhim togosee

hiskidswithoutyoulookwhatyour“good”

hearthasdoneforusnow.AndnexttimeI

won’tbecominghere

Kat:thiswasthelasttimeIswear

Candywalkedaheadleavingherbehind



#atLwazi’splace

Shesatdownwipingthecascadingtearswith

thebackofherpalm

AngelaandNathanwereinthediningroom

playingkaraoke

Everythingshehadmanagedtoputbackthe

backofherheadwassuddenlycrawlingback

Sherememberedthefirsttimeshewentto

prison,hermotherwalkedinfrom churchinjolly

moodtofindherhusbandnakedinhisfavorite

chairwithbloodalloverhiswhileshewas

rockingherselfbackandforthinthecorner.Till

thisdayshedoesn’trememberhowithappened

that’sthepartthatcomestoheheardhowher



motherscreamedlikeamadwomanwhileher

youngersisterstoodtherewithnowordsuntil

shefinallyfellonthefloor

Shewas18atthattime,thelasttimeshewas

everathome,thelasttimehermotherbecame

hermother.Hermotherhadstoppedplaying

thatrolebutthetitleonlydiedwhenshetooka

coldshowerinaholdingcellbeingpreparedto

bedressedinherorangeoverall.

Itfeltlikeshewasabouttorelievethatday

again.HowtheblueandRedlightgotnearand

nearwiththesirengettinglouder.Thisiswhat

wouldhappentomorrowmorning.

Whydidshegetassignedawomanasher

paroleofficer?Womenuseemotionsmorethan

anything



Sheplacedeverythingnicelybythedoorand

wenttothebathroom towashherface.The

kidscan’tseeherthisway.Theyhaveto

rememberhersmilenotasadface

AtBanzi’splace

Zacklookedathim feelingsorryforhim ina

waybuttherewasreallynothinghecouldifhe

evertriedtotemptitmighthavebad

consequences

Hehasprayedaboutthissomanytimesandit’s

stillthesamethingoverandoveragain

Zack:IthoughtKatwouldbehome

Banzi:sheandCandicewenttoCapeTownfor

someshowbutsheshouldbebackbytonight



Zack:it’salmost8pm rightnow

Banzi:Shewillgethere

Zack:doyoureallyloveher?

Banzi:whatkingofquestionisthatofcourseI

loveherI’m marryingherain’tI

Zack:I’m notfightingthatIwasmerelyasking.

Thishouseisreallybeautifuley

Banzi:yeahLwazipickedeverythingthat’sin

hereandIloveitsodoesKat



Zack:Lwazihasagreattastethen

Banzi:yeahthankGodforthatey

Zack:letmeleaveman.Don’teventhinkabout

sendingthatLeratowomanthedetailsofthe

hotelroom

Banzilookedathim withquestioningeyes

Zack:howIknowshouldn’tbeasurprisetoyou

bynow.GetLwaziagoodlawyerinstead

Banzinodded

Zack:IwouldgiveyouahugbutI’m afraidyou

mightgetburntbymytouchsopeaceoutbro



Banzi:whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Zack:maybeyoushouldaskyourselfwhyyou

can’tuseyourgiftanymore

Banzi:Icanuseit

Zack:diditshowyouwhatwillhappenifyouto

thathotelroom andsleepwiththatofficer?I

doubtthat

Zackleftbeforehecouldsayanything

Banzisatdownjustthinkingabouthowhewas

goingtoapproachhisissuetoKatlego

Katlegomadeitclearshewouldneverbea



mom norahousewifesoaskinghertobea

mom tohisdaughterissomethinghedoesn’t

knowwillbepossible

Thehairatthebackofhishairstoodup

“I’m disappointedinyouBanzi”

Helookedaroundbutcouldn’tseeanyonein

thehousewithhim

Banzi:whoareyou?

“Protectmydaughter”

Banzi:Trish?!Whycan’tIseeyou?



“Yourheartdesiresblindedyouandsodidthe

Lord,yourbloodistaintednow”

Banzi:helpme

Itwassilent

Hesatdownagainandsighedlookingatthe

blanktvaheadofhim

ThedooropenedandKatwalkedinlooking

tired

Banzi:heybaby



Hesaidmeetingherhalfway

Kat:ohheylove,Ithoughtyou’dbesleepingby

now

Banzi:notwithoutyouandIwantedustotalk

Kat:canwedoittomorrowI’m reallytiredright

now

Banzi:okaythenI’llgorunyouabath

Hesaidwalkingtowardsthestairs

Katfollowedcarryingashoppingbagandher

heelsontheotherhand



Shegotintotheirbedroom andsatattheedge

ofthebed

Kat:youcandothis.Howhardcanitbetolove

witha3yearold?Youhavetodoit

Banzi:areyouokay?

Kat:huh?

Banzi:soundedlikeyouweretalkingalone

Kat:justthinkingoutloudnothingmuch

Sheheadedtothebathroom leavingBanzi



confused

HetookhisphoneandtextedMassi

“Lwazimightneedsstronglawyerlike

tomorrowmorning”

Themessagewassent

AtIsipho’shouse

Isipho:babedoyouknowanyreasonwhyLwazi

wouldaskmetolookafterhersofrom

tomorrowafternoon?

SheshoutedaskingLwaziwhowasbrushing

histeethinthebathroom



Zack:rememberthedream Ihadabouta

womanthatbleedsalotafterbeingwithBanzi?

Shenoddedlisteningcarefullytryingto

understandhowanyofthatisrelevant

Zack:turnsoutthatwomanisLwazi’sparole

officer.ShehasalwayshadaeyeonBanziand

Lwazicouldn’thookherupandnowsheis

threateningtohaveherarrestedunlessBanzi

spendsanightwithherinahotel

Shewasbeyondshockedaboutallofthis

Isipho:wowsowhatwillshearrestherfor?

Zack:turnsoutsheisworkingwithLwazi’s



mom andsistertogethertogobacktojail.I

don’tknowhowtheyplantogetherbackthere

butitmighthappentomorrow

Isipho:howcanwehelpher?I’m surethereis

somethingyoucando

Zack:we’lllivewithNathanuntilshecomes

back.Massiwillberepresentinghersinceheis

alawyer

Isipho:wowpeopleareeviloutthere

Zack:youandIbothknowhowfamilycanbeso

thatshouldn’tbeasurprisetousreally

Isipho:yeahwellIjustdidn’tthinkotherfamilies



arelikethistothinkthatthiswomanholdsa

highpositionandiswellknow

Zack:somepeople’sheartschangeastheyget

intopositionrememberDuma

Isipho:howcanIforgetthemanwhoalmost

killedyouandmyson(laughing)sibuyakude

shame

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#12

ThefollowingmorningLwazipreparedthekids

forschool

Afterbreakfastshepreparedherselftosay



goodbyetothem becausethismightbethelast

timesheseesthem foralongtime

Lwazi:NathanandAngelacomeherefirstI

needtotalktoyouguysfirst

Thekidsrantowardshersheheldthem bothon

eacharmsastheystoodnexttoher

Lwazi:soImighthavetogoawayabittoday

I’m notsurewhenI’llseeyouguysagainbutI

promisetocome

Nathan:areyougoingbackinside?

AsmalltearescapedLwazi’seyebecausethis

washarderthanshethought



Lwazi:yesIam.ButIpromisethistimeIdidn’t

doanythingbad

Henodded

Lwazi:soafterschool,Angelawillgostaywith

BanziandyouNathanauntIsiphowillpickyou

upandyouwillstaywiththem

Nathan:whycan’twebothstaywithBanzi

Lwazi:uncleZacksaysheneedsaboytoplay

withYenza

Nathan:thenAngelacanplaywiththeother

girlsandwewillallliveinoneplace



Lwazi:unfortunatelybaby,UncleBanzimisses

hislittlegirlsohesaidheistakingher.You

guyswillseeeachotherovertheweekends

whenshecomesforasleepoveratuncle

Zack’shouse

Nathan:okay

Angelawasjustquietmaybebecauseshedidn’t

reallygetwhat’sgoingonandmightnoteven

understanditnomatterhowmuchshetriesto

breakitdowntoherdosheletherbe.Katwill

seewhattodolateron

Lwazi:okaygotakeyourbagsbeforeweare

lateforschool



ThekidsrantogettheirbagswhileLwazigot

theSUVkeys,shehadtolearntodriveand

althoughshehasherlicensethisisgoingtobe

herfirstdaybehindthewheel

Shemadesurethekidsarebuckledupbefore

drivingout

Itwasaslowdrivebuttheyfinallyarrivedat

Angela’sschooltodropheroff

Nathan:youneedtogetusedtodrivingI’m

goingtobelate

Lwazi:I’m tryingandit’salotharderthanwhenI

didmylicense



NathansighedtakingLwazi’sphonetoplay

games

Theschoolswerenotfarapartfrom eachother

butyouwouldthinktheyarefrom thetimethey

weretaking

Nathan:youknowwhatI’lljustwalktoschool,

atleastI’llgetthereontime

Lwazi:reallynowNathan?

Nathan:forrealyou’redrivingslowerthana

tortoisewhenitwalks

Lwazi:getout,I’llwalkyoutoschoolandI’ll

comebacktofigurethisoutonmyownwithout

you



Nathan:Icanseemyfriendsfrom here

Lwazi:gotothem whileI’m stillherelookingat

you

Nathan:takecareofyourself

Hesaidclosingthedoorandrunningtowards

hisfriends

Lwaziplacedherheadonthewheeland

allowedthetearstofall.Shehadbeenholding

them sinceshepreparedthem forschool

Apolicesirendisturbher

Thepolicevanpackedbehind.Leratogotout



from thepassengersideandcametowardsher

Lerato:(withasmile)Ialwayskeepmypromise,

Iguessyourboyfrienddoesn’tloveyouenough

towantyoufree

Lwazijustlookedatherwhilewipinghertears.

IfonlyshecouldknowwhyLeratowasgunning

forherthismuchshewouldunderstand

becausethiscan’tbeaboutBanziturningher

down

Lwazi:canyoudrive?

Lerato:moveoverdear

Lwazigotoutandgotinonthepassengerside



LeratogotinanddrovewhiletheVanfollowed

them tothepolicestation

Lwazilookedoutthewindowtryingtoavoid

lookingatLerato’ssmile,itwasclearthatsheis

reallyhappy

Lerato:I’m notdoingthisforBanzionly.I

would’velovedtospendanightwithhim

thoughbuthedidn’twantsohereweare

Lwazi:whyareyoudoingthis?

Lerato:rememberwardenKg

Lwazinoddedlookingather



Lerato:ohIlovedthatman,hewasmyfiancé,

weweregoingtogetmarrieduntilhestarted

doingfavorsforyouinexchangeforsex.Hefell

outoflovewithmeandfellinlovewithyouina

spaceofa2monthssinceyourarrest.Your

girlfriendRazorgotjealousandmurderedhim.I

nevergotthechancetowinhim backfrom you

Lwazilookedather.Shewantedtofeelsorry

forherbutwhywassheblamingherforher

man’sdoing

Lwazi:Ididn’tsleepwithhim forfavors.Ididit

sohecouldprotectmefrom theothergang.He

hadthem inhispocketandwouldputthem in

mycellsotheycouldbeatmeup.Ihadto

protectmychild.Iwaspregnantforheaven’s

sake.SoIgavehim whathewanted.Ididn’ttell

him tofallinlovewithme



Lerato:buthedidandhediedandhereweare

today

Lwazi:youaredoingallofthisforamanwho

didn’tloveyouenoughtobesatisfiedbyyou

ShehitthebreaksandbeatLwaziup

Lwazididn’tfightback

Theotherofficecametothecartoseewhat

wasgoing

HemovedLeratoawayfrom Lwazi

Officer:officerLeratothatisagainstthelaw,

howwillyouexplainherbruises?Iam definitely



reportingthisnowgodrivethevanI’lltakeover

here

HesaidpullingLeratooutofthecar

Shegotoutstillshoutingandwenttothevanto

drive

Officer:thefirstthingyoushoulddoistellyour

lawyertofileacomplaintaboutthisI’llalso

testifytothis.Thisisnotright

Lwazinodded

Lwazi:ifyoudon’tmindmeasking,whatam I

reallybeingarrestedfor?



Theofficerlookedathersurprised

Officer:youdon’tknow?

Lwazi:no

Officer:Iyourcasefileitsaysthatyoubroke

yourparoleconditions.Itsaysyoukidnapped

yoursonandyouwerenotfoundseveraltimes

duringLerato’svisits

Lwazi:Ikidnappedmyson?Ididn’tdothat

Officer:Icanallowyoutocallforhelpwhilewe

arestillinthecar.That’sagainstthelawthough

butasafavorI’llgrantit



LwazisentatexttoIsipholettingherknowshe

hasbeentakenin

Officer:youwillseethejudgenextweek

becausethejudgeassignedtoyourcaseisvery

busyandcanonlyseeyounextweek

Lwazi:thanksforlettingmeknow

Officer:it’sokay,Idon’tknowwhatLeratohas

herselfmixedupinbutsomethingdoesn’t

makesensewithyourcaseey

Lwazi:ihaveneverbeenunavailableduringher

visitsexceptoncewhenIwasoutoftheoffice

andshegottherebeforeIgotback.Ididn’t

evenknowshewascoming



Officer:I’lltryandseewhatisreallygoing,

hopefullyyouwinyourkidnapcase

Hesaidashepulledupatthepolicestation

parkinglot.

Officer:I’llgivethekeystoyourrelativesor

lawyerwhentheyarrive

Lwazi:thankyou

Henoddedandwewalkedtowardsthe

entrancewithLeratofollowingbehind

Insidethepolicestation

Afterherprintsandphotosweretakenshewas



escortedtoaninterrogationroom.Theofficer

hadtoldherthatadetectivewillbewithher

shortly.Apparentlythebestdetectiveinthe

stationrefusedtotakethecase

Shewonderedhowbaditmaybebecausethe

lasttimesheheardthatwaswhenshewas

fightingforherfreedom andwassentencedfor

alongtimeinprison

Sheknewhermotherandsisterwerepraying

shegetslifebutinsteadshegot15yearsin

prison

Amangotinwithtwocupsofcoffeeandsat

acrossher

Detective:heyIgotyouacup,I’m sureyou



couldn’tevengetonethismorning

Lwazismiledlookingathim

Lwazi:ThanksbutunfortunatelyIdon’tdrink

coffee

Detective:ohyoudon’twantourcheapcoffee.I

sawthekindofcaryoudriveI’m sureyouare

oneofthosepeoplethatdrinkthemost

expensivecoffeebeansbutunfortunatelyforus

thegovernmentprovidesuswiththis

Lwazi:(laughing)Ijustdrinkcoffeeanddon’t

careaboutwhereitwasmadeorhowmuchitis

butunfortunatelyIam pregnantsoIcan’t



Detective:(smile)ohwow,congratulationsey

Lwazi:(smiling)thankyoueyalthoughitfeels

likedejavubeinghereagain

Detective:yeahIsawinyourfilethatyouwere

pregnantwhenyouweresentencedbeforewith

theboyyouareaccusedofkidnapping

Lwazi:yeahIwasandIam againandI’m about

tobeinterrogatedbyyouforsomethingIdon’t

knowanythingabout

Detective:(smiling)andI’m thebadguyinthis

picture,right?

Lwazi:yeahyouarebutIknowyouaredoing



yourjob

Detective:thankGod

Lwazi:yeah

Detective:I’m sureyouknowyouareallowedto

makeaphonecalltoyourlawyeroranyonewho

canhelpinanywaybesidesbreakingyououtof

here(laughing)becauseifyoudoI’llhuntyou

downsobad

Lwazi:(laughing)it’sokaywecanbeginI’lltake

astatelawyer

Thedetectivetookouthisnotepadanda

recorderandplaceditonthetable



Loudcommotioncouldbeheardfrom outside

thedoor

Inthereception

Massi:Iwouldliketoseemyclientandbe

assuredifsheisbeinginterrogatedalreadyI

am suingthisstationandanyonewhois

involvedinthiscase

Officerr1:weswearwedon’tknowwhat’s

happeningwiththatcase,officerLeratoisthe

onehandlingit

Massi:sononeofyouknowwhichinterrogation

room myclientisbeingheldat



Theyshooktheirheads

Adetectivecameoutofthepassage

Detective:issomethingwrong?

Massiturnedaroundlookingathim

Massi:everythingiswrongDlomo,I’m herefor

myclientNolwaziQuntashewasarrestednot

solongagobutnoneofyourofficersknow

wheresheis

Dlomo:(laughing)yiziduphungaleziwoza

ngaphandoda



Hesaidpointingatthedirectionhecamefrom

Dlomo:thisladymustberichtohaveyouasher

lawyer

Massi:(laughing)I’m notalawyerfortherich

only

Dlomo:(laughing)ucabangaukuthiukhuluma

nobani?Ngathiuyakhohlwaukuthingiyakwazi

phelamina

Massi:(laughing)awudlulisiizintokantiwena

Dlomo

Dlomo:chandoda(hestoodinfrontofadoor)

youwereabletoseeadiscrepancyinamurder



casethatwasalreadyclosedthat’ssomething

I’llneverforget.Managedtochangearuling

after8years.Thatwomanowesyouherlifeey

Massi:IwasjustdoingajobIwashiredtodo

Dlomo:yourclientisinherewe’vebeen

chattingnotaboutthecaseassuchthough

don’tworry

Hesaidopeningthedoor

OntheothersideLwaziwasjustcryingwithher

headboweduntilthedooropenedagain

ShewassurprisedtoseeMassistandingonthe

otherside



Massigotinandgaveherahug

Massi:yougood?

Lwazinodded

Massi:that’sgoodthen(turnedtoDlomo)Ihave

proofthatthiswomandidn’tkidnapherson

Dlomo:Iknewyouhavesomethingyou

wouldn’tcomeherewithnothing,sowhat’s

happening?

Massitookoutadocumentfrom hisbriefcase

andanenvelope

Massi:inthatenvelopearedatedpicturesof



Leratotalkingtomyclientonhervisits.Thereis

alsotheoriginalvisitingsheetwhichis

documentedcorrectlynottheoneoneofyour

officerspresented.Ifyouwouldliketocheck

thepicturesiftheyarevalidornotyoumaygo

ahead.ButtheUSBinsidehasvideofootageof

officerLeratoattheshelterwheremyclient

usedtolive.Atthehospitalwheresheusedto

workasacleaner.Anotherfootageofofficer

Leratoleavingherplacewhereshestaysnow

andanotheratMrJacobs’shouseamonth

backwheremyclientwasbabysittingthekids.

Thelastfootageisatmyclient’sworkplace

whereofficerLeratowentunannouncedwhile

myclientwasdoingerrandsforherbossand

meetingherfamilylawyer.Lookattheevidence

andthenhavemyclientreleased

Dlomotookeverythingandplaceditonthe

tablehetookoutthekeysanduncuffedLwazi



Dlomo:I’m sorryforallofthis

MassitookpicturesofLwazi’sbruisedface

Massi:andtellyourofficerI’m comingfor

everythingshehasuntilsheremainswithher

uniform

Dlomonoddedandtookthedocumentsaway

Lwaziwasconflictedaboutwhichemotionsto

showalthoughDlomodidn’tconfirm thatsheis

offthehookbutshewasjusthappythatsheis

walkingoutbutshedidn’tknowwhethertocry

orjumpforjoy



ShewalkedoutfollowingMassi

Lwazi:whotoldyouIneedalawyer?

Massi:gotamessagefrom Lubanzilastnight

andgotacallfrom Isiphoinformingmeabout

yourarrest

Lwazi:howdidyoumanagetogatherevidence

sofast?

Massi:anightislongsoIworkedallnightand

thismorningIwasknockingatyourlawyer’s

office.I’m stillhurtthatyoudidn’tthinkof

askinghelpfrom meaboutyourson

Lwazi:Ididn’twanttouseyoujustbecauseI



knowyou

Massi:youhaveagoodheartLwazibutinthis

worldeveryoneusessomeoneandyouaremy

friendIwasgoingtolookatthatdocumentand

enquireaboutifforfree

Lwazi:youstudiedhardtobewhereyouareI

can’texpectyoutodothingsforfree

Massi:wellyoudon’thaveachoicemissy,from

nowonIam yourlawyer.Whatwouldbethe

useofhavingmeadsfriendifyoudon’tbenefit

from ourfriendship

Lwazi:(laughing)thebestfriendshipwhereno

oneisusingtheother



Massi:Inthisrelationshipyoucanuseme

anyhowyouwantIdon’tmind

Lwazi:becarefulofyourwordstheymight

comebacktobite

Heopenedthedoorforhertogetinhiscar

Hiscolognewasalloverthecar,ithither

nostrilssobadthatitgavehershivers

Hegotinonhisside

Massi:girlI’llneverregretmywords,I’m yours

touse.YouwanttofuckalawyerI’m hereat

yourservicema’am.I’llevenbedressedasa

lawyerjustfortheoccasion



Lwazi:(laughing)don’tdothatbecauseI’m a

singleladyandyouaretakensoImightget

temptedtotakeyouuponthatoffer

Massi:me?Taken?Yhuuuunotmedear.You

havemynumberyou’llcallme

Lwazijustlaughedatlookedoutsideashe

drove

Apartofherwashornythepregnancywas

makingherverysensitiveandhornysomething

shedidn’tlikeandrightnowsheisinacarwith

amanwhojustgaveherherfreedom,his

colognewasalloverthecarandithadamanly

smellthatdrewcloserandcloser.Itmadeyou

wanttosniffit



Shemusthavebeensolostinthoughtstonot

evennoticethattheywereoutsideherplace

Hetappedherabit

Massi:Ihopeyoudon’tmindifIcomein,Ijust

needtogetsomeworkdoneandalsobe

aroundjustincasesomethinghappens

Lwazi:noproblem

Shesaidtohim butitwasaproblem because

shewasalreadypicturinghim differently

Thesteppedoutandgotinsidethehouse

Lwazi:youcansetupanywhereI’m justgoingto

freshenup



Henoddedlookingather.Hecouldtellfrom her

visiblenipplesthatshewashorny.Hewastoo.

Hehasbeeneverytimehehassethiseyeson

her.Lookingathersmilingtalkingandlaughing

wastheonlyreasonhealwaysagreedtoany

gatheringwiththegents.Becausehewasn’t

reallyapersonwhoeverstoppedworkingjust

tochill

Hesatatthediningtablewhileshewent

upstairstofreshenup

Hebeganwithhisworkwhileshewentupstairs

AssoonasNolwazigotinherroom shesat

downthinkingabouteverythingthatjust

happened



Lwazi:babypleasedon’tgivemommyweird

feelings,that’sdaddy’sfriendandmyfriend’s

boyfriend

Shequicklytookashowerandfordressedand

justlaidinherbed.Herbodywascalm now

thoughbutshewasjusttiredsinceshecouldn’t

sleeplastnight

Inthediningroom

MassiwasonthephonetalkingtoAmanda

Massi:soyouarereallynotgoingtotellme

what’sgoingonwithyou?Icanfindoutmyself

whyyouaretreatingmelikeafuckbuddywhen

Iwanttobeinarelationshipwithyou



Amanda:canwenottalkaboutthisnow,did

youmanagetohelpLwazi?

Massi:I’vegotnothingtosaytoyouthenifyou

don’twanttotalktome.I’llfindoutmyself

what’sgoingonandtrustmeitwon’tbenice

whenIdo

HedroppedthecalljustasIsiphowaswalking

inwithZack

Isipho:whereisshe?

Massi:Ithinksheissleepingupstairs

Sheleftthem there



Theguysgreetedeachotherandsatdown

Massipackedhisdocumentsthatwere

scatteredalloverthetable

Zack:what’swrong?

Massi:nothingwhy?

Zack:youarebitingtheinsidesofyourmouth

likeyoualwaysdowhenyouareangry

Massi:whatwouldyoudoifyoualsofoundout

thewomanwhoyouareinarelationshipwithor

soyouthoughtisactuallyengagedtosomeold

guynje?UyandiqhelauAmandayazi



Zacklookedathim speechless,hedidn’tsee

thatonecoming,shelookedsoperfectand

alwayshappy

Zack:howdidyoufindout?

Massi:soIwasbusyduckingherandIjust

blurtedoutthatIloveher,shedidn’treplyafter

weweredoneshegotupfreshenandupand

gotreadytoleave.Ithoughtmaybeshethought

IsaidthatbecauseofherpussysoIheldher

handsandtoldherhowIfeel.Shetoldbetonot

putfeelingintothisit’sjustfun,nothingmore.

Shenevertoldmeshewantsanostrings

attachedrelationshipandshegavemean

impressionthatwewereacouple.Ididsome

researchaftersheleft,gotpeopletofindout

moreabouther,followedherandtheyfound

outshestillliveswithherparentsbuton



weekendsshegoestosomeguy’splaceand

spendstheweekendthere,onlytofindoutthat

manisherfiancé

Zack:butI’veneverseenherwitharing

Massi:Idon’tknowwhattheirsetupisbutthat

niggapaidmagadiandeverythingisreadywhile

sheisbusygivingmeagoodtime

Zack:it’smessedupey

Massi:verymessedupandshestillwon’ttell

me.Iwantedhertobehonestwithmebut

insteadshechoosestododgetheconversation

andoptforsex



Zack:sitherdownandtellherwhatyouknow

aboutherandherfiancé

Massi:noIwon’t,thisweekendI’m lockingher

upinmyhouse.Iwanttoseewhatwillmake

wanttoleavebesidesherparentswhoIwill

sendamassagetellingthem thatsheisgoing

withherbosstoCapeTownforaconference

Zack:that’sunlawfulman

Massi:IknowbutIwilldoit.Iwanttoseewho

willbecallingherandwhatlieshewillgiveme

Zack:Iwon’teventryandstopyoubecauseI

canalreadytellyourmindismadeup



Massi:pleasedon’tey

InsideLwazi’sbedroom

Isipho:heybabe,areyougood?

Lwazisatupandjustlettearsfall

IsiphoHughesheruntilshestoppedcrying

Lwazi:Idon’tevenknowwhyIam crying

Theybothlaughed

Lwazi:mybodybetrayedmetodayintheworst

possibleway



Isipho:whywhathappened?

Lwazi:onourwaybackfrom thestation.Massi

andIweretalkingandhewasjustbeinghis

naughtycrazyselfasalwaysbutallthattalkgot

mehornyandIthinkhenoticedtoo.Ihatebeing

pregnant

Theybothlaugheduntiltheycouldn’t

Isipho:(laughing)isthatwayyouarecoopedup

inherepretendingtobesleeping

Lwazi:girlyoudon’tknowhowembarrassedI

felt



Isipho:(smiling)itisembarrassingbutit’s

normalwithapregnantwoman.Ialsohada

weirdthoughtaboutBanziwhenIwaspregnant.

ZackwasawayandBanziwasthereallthetime

andthatgavemyhormonesideastoplaytricks

withmebutitpassed.Itwillevenwithyou

Lwazi:(eyespopped)really?Ithappenedtoyou?

Isipho:(smiling)yeahitdidbutitwentaway

afterandhourorso

Lwazi:goshIwascursingmyselfallthiswhile

forsomethingnormal

Isipho:justtellBanziaboutthepregnancyand

hewillserviceyouwheneveryouwant



Lwazi:Idoubt.I’llpickupNathan.IthinkI’lllet

BanzitakeoverwithAngelforsometimewhileI

comeintotermswithmylife

Isipho:thatgirllovesyouandyouknowthather

heartwillbreakifyoudon’tbringherhere

Lwazi:IknowitwillbutIjustneedsometime.If

anythinglikethiscanhappenagainIwon’thave

todealwithherbutdealwithNathanhe

understandsthesethingseasier

Isipho:Ihopeyouchangeyourmind

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Banzi’shouse



Banzipulledhisbagcomingfrom abusiness

tripinCapeTown

Thehousewasquiet,hecalledouttoKatbut

shewasn’thome

Hecarriedhisthingsupthestairsstoppingby

Angela’sroom andshewassleeping,herface

wasread

Hewalkedtohisroom andplacedeverything

nicelyaway

Hewenttowakehisdaughterupasshelooked

paleandhereyeswerered

Angela:daddy



Banzi:areyousickbaby?

Angela:I’m hungrydaddy

Shesaidwithasmallvoice.Hisheartbrokeinto

amillionpieceslookingathisdaughter

Hepickedherupcarriedhertothekitchen

Therewasnofoodtoeat

Hetookhiscarkeysanddroveout

Minuteslaterheknockedatthedooronceand

lethimselfin

Lwaziwaslyingonherbackonthecouchwitha



book

“Pregnantandsinglemommies”

Angelawasawakebutweaktoshoutbutthe

reliefonherfacewasvisibleasshelookedat

Lwazi

Banziwenttothekitchenandfoundfoodto

feedhisdaughter

Thepoorchildatelikeshehasn’tateindays

andithasonlybeentwodayssinceheleft

Ayearescapedhiseyeandhequicklywipedit

AlthoughnotenergeticenoughAngeladaughter

gotdownfrom thechairandwalkedtowhere



Lwaziwas

Whilejustallowedthetearstofallfrom hiseyes

Inthelounge

Lwazifeltcoldhandstouchingherfaceandtiny

lipsplacingkissesalloverherface

Sheopenedhereyestobemetbyglossyeyes

althoughstillnotfullyawakeshecould

recognizethem

Lwazi:heybabywhatareyoudoinghere?

Shefinallywokeupandsatdownplacing

Angelaonherlap



Lwazi:whodidyoucomewith?Areyouokay

youdon’tlookokay

Angelapointedthekitchen

Lwaziplacedheronthecouchandwalkedto

thekitchenbarefooted

ShewassurprisedtoseeBanziwithhishead

bowedandabowloffoodnotfarfrom him

From themovementofhisshouldersshecould

tellhewascrying

Sheslowlywalkedtowardshim andrubbedhis

back

Tosavehimselffrom embarrassmenthe



quicklywipedhistearsbeforelookingupather

Lwazi:hey,yougood?

Banzi:I’llbefineIjustwishyoudidn’tneed

spacefrom Angelasheissufferinginyour

absenceinherlife

Lwazifeltguiltyatthosewordshehadbegged

hertotakeAngelabutshewasscaredof

leavingheragainincaseLeratostrikesagain

Lwazi:youcanleaveherwithme.I’m sorryIdid

that.IjustwantedhertobondwithKatbecause

someoneisgunningformeoutthereI’llnever

knowwhenI’llgottoprisonagainanditonly

madesensethattheygetusedtoeachother

whichwillmakeiteasyifanythingwereto



happentome

Banzi:Iunderstandbutcanshepleasestay

withyouwhileItrytofixmylife

Lwazi:youbetterfixyourlifereallyfastbecause

I’m pregnant

Sheblurtedout

Helookedather.Althoughthiswasnotideal

buthewashappyshewaspregnantwithhis

child

Banzi:howfaralong?

Lwazi:I’m notsurebecauseI’m scaredofgoing



tothedoctor.Ihaveherpostponing

Banzi:Iguessthebookmakessensenow

Hestoodupandhuggedher

Itfeltgoodtobeinhisarmsagain,totakeinhis

scentandhelostinit

Theypulledapartandsatdown

Banzi:I’m sorryImademyselfathomeinyour

kitchen.Mydaughterwashungry

LwazilookedbackatAngelawhowaswatching

cartoons



Lwazi:what’swrongwithhershedoesn’tlook

good

Banzi:IfoundhersleepinginthehouseandKat

isnothome.Iguesssheisbeenaloneallday,

didn’thaveanythingtoeat,shecriedherselfto

sleepuntilIgotthereafewminutesago

Lwazi’sheartbrokeatthethoughtofhercrying

aloneinthathouse

Lwazi:didyoucallKat?

Banzi:noIdrovestraighthere,shedoesn’t

knowI’m backsoI’lljustpretendIjustgotback



Lwazi:leaveherhere

ShestoodupandtookAngelatothebathroom

Lwazi:I’m sorrybaby

Shesaidplacingherinthetubfilledwithwater

togiveherabath

Banziwasjuststandingatthebathroom door

watchingthem

Hisdaughterlookedbetter,shelookedhappy

andthatallhecouldeveraskfor

Lwazifinishedbathingheranddressedherup

thenplacedherinfrontofthetvtowatch

cartoons



Banzi:Iknowyousaidyouneededtodealwith

thingsandIunderstand

Lwazi:it’sokayyoudon’tneedtoask.Shecan

staywithme

Banzi:isthatwhy(pointingathertummy)you

didn’tcometoworkthepastweek?

Lwazi:Ijustneededtoplanmylifeaccordingly

sothatmykidswon’tsuffershouldanything

happentome

Banzi:I’m gonnahelpyoufightthis.Thereisa

safeinmyofficebehindTrish’spicture.The

codeisAngela’sbirthyearanddate.Thereisa

fileaboutyourcasethere,maybeitcanhelp



yougetyourlifetogether

Lwazi:you’llgiveittometomorrow

Banzi:nogoandgetittodayassoonasIleave

here.GiveittoMassiandkeepcopiesfor

yourself.TomorrowImightnotbeinIneedto

fixsomethingsthatseem tobeaproblem

Lwazi:isitthefilethatmadeyoukickmeout

thefirsttime?

Banzi:(lookeddown)I’m sorryforthat

Lwazi:it’sokayIforgaveyouandlooknowit’s

goingtohelpmewithmycasesoI’m thankful

thatyoudidthatdiggingaboutme



Banzi:yeah

HetookouthisphoneanddialedKat.Heplaced

itonloudspeakerwhileheheldLwazicloseto

him brushingherflatstomachintheprocess

“Babe”

Banzi:Hey,I’m onmywayback.Areyouat

home?

Kat:yesI’m home

Banzi:whereisAngela?



Kat:sheissleepinginherroom upstairs

Banzi:okaybabe.Seeyousoon

Hedroppedthecall

Lwazi’sheartwasbeatingithurttohearhim

saybabetosomeoneelse

Lwazi:whycan’tyoujustchoose?

Hekeptquietandjustcontinuedbrushingher

tummy

Lwazi:I’m tiredofgettingyourlovewhenit’s

convenientforyou.Iftherewillneverbeanis

justletmeknownowsothatIcanmoveon



Banzi:Ican’tletyougo.Youaremyheart

Lwazi:andwhatisshe?

Hesighedfrustratedbecausehealsocouldn’t

understandwhat’sdrawinghim toKatwhenshe

isnotperfectlikeher

Banzi:I’m sureKatwillsayyoutookAngelasoI

wantyoutocomeaskforhertosleepover

Lwazi:owh

Banzi:yeahIjustwanttoseewhatshewillsay



Lwazi:I’llcomeafter2hoursthen.Youneedto

leavenowthough

Banzi:okay.Gogetthefile

Shenodded.Hekissedherforehead

Banzi:myAngelI’llcomeseeyoutomorrow

daddyneedstofixafewthingsbutyou’llstay

herewithyourmom

Angela:byedaddy

HelookedatLwazionelasttimebeforewalking

out

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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AtBanzi’shouse

Hebreathedinandoutbeforegettinginside

Banzi:BabeI’m home

Heshouted

Katappearedlookingoutofplacelikeshewas

busywithsomething

Shestoodatthetopofthestairlookingathim.

Shecouldn’treallysmilerightnowshehadto

comeupwithalieaboutwherehisdaughteris

Kat:welcomehomebaby

Shesaidwithaweakvoice

Banzi:thatwasnotthewelcomeIwas

expecting.Ain’tyougonnacomedowntogive



meahugandmaybeakisstoo

Sheslowlywalkedtowardshim andgavehim a

hugfollowedbyarushedkiss

Banzi:isAngelastillasleep?

Shesmiledlookingathim stillnotsurewhatto

sayyet

Banzi:babe

Hecalledouttoher

Kat:nobaby,youjustmissedhermotherwas

heretogether.Ithoughtitwasagoodideaey

dothatwecanhavethenighttoourselves



Henoddedandpulledhercloser

Banzi:IjustneedtofreshenupandI’llbewith

younow.ThethingsIwannadotoyouey

Hegaveheronelastkissbeforegoingupstairs

tobath

Hebreathedinandouttryingtocalm himself

butitwashardtodoso.Thewomanheloves

justliedtohisface.Shecouldn’tevendoone

thingheaskedhertodo.LookafterAngelafor

theweekendjusttwodaysandshefailed

dismally

Hefinishedfresheningupanddressedincasual

clothesandjoinedKatdownstairswhodropped

acallimmediatelywhenhewalkedin



Banzi:everythinggood?

Kat:yeahI’m goodbabe

Shesaidwalkingtowardshim.Herheartwas

notatallintothisbutshehastogivehimself

untilshecanfigureoutwhatshewants

Banzi:IwasthinkingofdrivingbyLwazi’splace

toseemybabyforafewminutes

Shealmostchokedonherownsaliva

Kat:NO!

Helookedather



Kat:Imeannotnowlet’sjustenjoyeachother

fornow

Shesaiddroppingherdressonthefloorand

onlyherunderwearremained

Banzihelpedherremoveeverythingbefore

placingheronthediningtableandremovinghis

clothes

Heinsertedonefingerandshewasn’tthatdry

shewasgoodforpenetration

Hedidn’twastetimehewentinwhichwas

surprisingtoherbecausehelikesfour-play

Shewasn’tgoingtostophim thoughshewas

goingtotakeitinlikeabiggirlsheissoasto

figureoutwhathappenedtothelittlegirl.No

onecanjustdisappearshecouldn’thavegone



anywhere

Herbodyfinallyrelaxedandthepleasurekicked

in

Banzicouldfeelthathewaslosinghimself.

Thishappenedeverytimeshesleptwithher,

shefeltlikesomeonedifferentandhecouldn’t

controlhisbody

Hispupilshadturneddarkerthannormal.

Theclappingoftheirskinsagainsteachother

filledtheroom

Katlookedatthetimeandithasbeenoveran

hoursincetheystartedshewastiredbuthe

didn’tlooklikehewasanywherecloseto

finishing.Shecamealotoftimethatonly

helpedwitheasingthefrictionbetweentheir

partsbutnottomakehim stop



Alittlewhilelongershethoughttoherself.She

wasenjoyingitthougheventhoughshewas

tiredhehasturnedheraroundflippingherback

andforthlikesomethingonafryingpanorgrill.

From thetable,tothefloor,againstthewall,on

thecouch,withhertopbodylyingonthetable,

anywhereandanyhow,shewasontopafew

timesbuthewasjustdominanttoday

Banzi:ohdammitLwazithisisgood

Shehasgottenusedtohim callingherthat,

althoughitbreaksherheartit’ssomethingshe

canlivewithaslongasheiswithhermaybeas

timegoeshewillstop,after2hours30minutes

ofbeingfuckedsenselesslyshefinally

managedtorestbecausehestopped.

Heplacedheronthecouchandputathrow



overherwhileheworehisclothes

AknockonthedoormadeKatpullthethrowup

tocoverherboobs,helowerpartofherbody

wasnumbandshedidn’ttrustherselftomove

around

Sheshoutedcomeinwhileonthecouchsince

Banziwasupstairs

Lwazigotinherheartbrokerealizingwhathad

justhappeneditwasprettyclearfrom theway

shewassleepingandthescatteredclotheson

thefloorandthestuffysmellinthehouse.She

heldherselfassheslightlyopenedthewindows

andturnedontheairconforsomefreshair.

Whenhesaidhewasgoingtofixsomethings

shewould’veneverguessedthathemeantthis.

Katwashappythatshefoundherinthat

positionmaybetheshewillletBanzigoafter

seeingthathebelongstoher



Lwazi:(clearsthroat)I’m heretogetAngela,

Nathanmissesher

Kat:sheissleepingandwearebonding,can’t

youletusbejustthisonce

Banzi:babeI...(hestoppedonhistracksashe

lookedatLwazisittingonacouchinhisdining

room)ohLwazihey(helookedaround)

Itwasprettyobvioustoanyonethattheyjust

hadsexandhefeltguiltythatLwazihadtosee

that

Lwazi:(lookingathim)Ididn’tknowyouare

backalready.



Banzi:(pickingclothes)Igotbackafewhours

ago

Lwazi:ohI’m hereto

Kat:sheisheretogetAngela’sdollbabecould

youpleasegetitforher

ShequicklyjumpedintocutLwazioff

Lwazi:whatdoll?

Kat:youknow,theoneAngelaloves,

ThiswasconfusingtoLwazi.DidLwazi

somehowletitslipthatAngelaiswithher



ShewaitedforBanzitogetbackwiththedoll.

Shecouldn’twaittogetoutofthere,Katwas

reallyrubbingthefactthattheyhadsexonher

face.KnowingthethingsBanzidoestoa

womanmadeherfeeljealousofKatabit.Here

shewasnotevensurewiththenatureoftheir

relationshipwhileheisgettingdownwith

anotherwomanandshecan’tevengoout

becausesheispregnant.Shegotthedolland

leftwithoutlookingback.Maybeitwastime

shedidn’tlookbacknorholdon.Herlifehas

beenonholdenoughthepast10yearsit

doesn’tmakesenseforhertostillputitonhold

evenknow.

ShedrovetoIsipho’splacetopickupNathan.

Hermoodwasalreadydownfrom readingher

filethatshegotfrom Banzi’sofficeandthen

sheseeswhatBanzidoeswithanotherwoman



Angelawasnotyet100%recharged,thehunger

wasdefinitelygone.Thecryingleftherwitha

hightemperaturewhichiswhysheissoquiet

today

ButsurprisinglyassoonasNathanmadehis

waytothecarshewashappyandjolly

Isipho:ha!Mfaziyounotevenstayingforacup

oftea

Lwazi:nottodaybabes.Massiiscomingover

togetsomethingthatwillhelphemymother

andsisteroffmyback

Isipho:youguysaregettingcloseareyoujust

focusingonthecaseonlyorisitsomething

more?



Lwazi:it’sthecaseonly.Igotridofthose

thoughtsIhadabouthim andI’m goodasnew

Isipho:mmmhhhwe’lltalktomorrowthen

Shewavedthem offastheydroveout

Atleastthistimearoundthecarwasn’tquiet

thatmuchasthekidsweretalkingnon-stop.

Theirnoisedistractedherfrom overthinking

everythingaboutherlife.Thefirstthingshe

needstodothoughistogoseeadoctorand

starttakingcareofherpregnancybecauseher

mindisprettysetonkeepingherbaby.

Acallfrom Banzimadeherstoponhertracks

asshewasabouttogoinsideherhouse

Lwazi:mmmmhhhh



Banzi:hey(hedidn’tknowwhattosay,he

wantedtoapologizeorexplainhimselftoher

buthedidn’tknowhowtostart)

Lwazi:whatisitLubanzi?

Hewastakenbackbyherresponse,it’slikehe

wasboringherorsomething

Banzi:justwantedtocheckonAngela?

Lwazi:sheisfine

Banzi:Nathan?



Lwazi:heisalsofine

Banzi:isthereanythingyouneed?

Lwazi:foryoutosayyourpieceandendthis

call

Banzi:oh,am Idisturbing?

Lwazi:yesI’m preparingformymeetingwith

Massi

Banzi:atthistime?

Lwazi:yesheiscomingoverfordinner.Isthat

all?



Banzi:nobut

Lwazi:wellokaythenhaveagoodnight

Shehunguponhim andputherphoneinside

herbagandwentinside

Thekidswereupstairsprobablyjumpingonthe

bedliketheyalwaysdososhebeganpreparing

dinnerwhilelisteningtomusic

“DecidedtocomeearlierthanplannedIhope

thatokay”

Massi’svoiceechoedintheroom Ashewalked

in



Lwazi:it’sokay,Icouldusethecompanythe

kidsareupstairsplayingandI’m alonehere

Massi:yeahIcouldtellfrom theconfidencein

yourvoiceasyousang

Lwazi:(laughing)pleaseleavemealonetuu

Massi:(laughing)youareactuallygoodhey

Lwazi:thanks,wannahelp?

Massi:aslongasIdon’tchoponionsIwould

lovetohelp

Lwazi:youcanpeelthepotatoes



Massi:Eishyoumightgethalfofthepotato

whenIfinishpeeling

Lwazi:(laughing)canyoudoanythingaround

thekitchen?

Massi:Icantasteofthatcounts

Lwazi:itdoesn’t.You’llpeelthepotatoesifyou

givemehalfthat’sfinebutjusttrynotto

removethewholepotatoasyoupeel

Massi:I’lltry

Hesaidwearinganapron



Massi:youmakecookingfun

Lwazi:itisfun

Massi:itwasn’tbeforebutyouhavedefinitely

mademewannaspendmoretimeinthe

kitchenfrom nowon

Lwazi:(handinghim plates)takethesetothe

tableI’llbringtherest

Massi:nopeyoutaketheplatesandI’llbring

everythingelse

Shedidn’targuebecausearguingwithhim

alwaysendsupinadebate



Sheplacedtheplatesaccordinglyandwentto

callthekidstocomedownfordinner

Nathan:UncleM,whydidn’tyoucomegetme

assoonasyougothere?

Massi:sorryboyIwashelpingyourmom cook

Nathan:ohokay,youowemeonegameafter

dinner

Massi:surenoproblem aslongasyoufinish

yourfood

Afterdinnershedecidedtogoliedownwith

Angelaandlettheboyshavefunontheirown

Angela:missyoumama



Lwazi:butI’m hereAngela

Angelagaveherfacekisses

Lwazi:whathappenedtoyourarm baby?

Shesaidpointingatit

Angela:AuntiepushandAngelafall

Lwazi:I’m sorry,I’lltakeyoutotheDoctor

tomorrowokay

Angela:Nomama,sungu(itspainful)



Lwazilaughedcausesheknewshewouldn’t

likethatideasincesheisscaredofneedles

TheirbondingsessionwasdisturbedbyMassi

comingtobidthem farewell

Massi:I’llreadthefileandI’llletyouknowwhat

I’lldowithit

Lwazi:Ijustwantmymom toknowthatIknow

whatshedid.Sendinghertojailwon’tbring

backthetearsI’velost

Massi:I’llseewhatIcando

Heleftthehouseanditwasjustherandthe

kids

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart



#15

Massi’splace

Amanda:wherewereyou?

Heglancedatherandopenedhisdoorandgot

in

Amanda:ubuyakuphiMasixole(whereareyou

comingfrom)

Helookedatheroncemoreandjusttookout

bottledwaterfrom thefridgeanddrankfrom it

Amanda:soyouaregoingtoignoreme



Massi:whenyouaredonesayingwhateveryou

wannasaypleaselockthedooronyourwayout

Shelookedathim notbelievinghejustsaidthat

toher.Hewasnotrudetohermostlyandright

nowhejustdid

Shesatdownandwatchedhim

Amanda:im sorry

Massi:whatareyousorryforreally?

Amanda:forlyingtoyou



Helaughedather

Massi:don’tyoumeanstringingmealongand

makingmethinkthatIam afoolforthinkingI’m

inarelationshipwithyou

Amanda:Iwantedustobe

Massi:whatareyoudoinghereAmanda?

Amanda:Iwantustotalk

Massi:we’vetalkedenoughpleaseleave

Amanda:don’tbelikethisMassi



Massi:Itookyoufrom workonFridayandI

camewithyouinthishouse.Youtoldmeyou

couldn’tsleepoverIaskedwhy.Yousaidyou

justcan’t.Iforcedyoutosleepoverbutyou

werenotcomfortabletoapointthatyouran

awayinthemiddleofthenight.Icalledon

Saturdayandyourphonewasoff.Todayyou

areatmydoorandyouwanttotalk.

KhawundiphumelengomnyangoAmanda

ndingekakurhuqingokwam (pleaseleave

beforeIdragyououtmyself)

Shepickedherbagandlookedathim

Amanda:I’m sorry

Massi:I’m alsosorrybecauseit’soverIdon’t

everwanttoseeyouagain.Andifyoumust

knowIwould’vemarriedyourassbutyoujust



hadtocomparemetohim andchoosehim in

themiddleofthenight

Heleftherthereandwentuptohisroom

Hewashurtbyeverything.Althoughheknew

aboutherfiancéshehadhopedthatshewas

goingtosayshedoesn’tlovehim butforthe

merefactthatshechosehim onFridaynightit

meantshelovedhim morethanhethought

Heheardhercardriveoutandsighedlyingon

hisbackjustthinkingabouthislife.Zackis

married,Banzihasagoodwomanhedoesn’t

appreciateheiswithanotherwomanbutat

leasthehaskids,Solhasabusinesshestarted

awhileandsincelastmonthit’sbeengoing

goodandthingsbetweenhim andTumiare

gettingserious.Loydisafamilymanandthen



thereishim.Alawyerwhoworksforsomeone

elseandisconsultingforhisfriend(Sol)in

termsofthelegalitiesofhisbusinessand

drawingupcontracts.

Hisgrandmotherisconstantlyaskinghim about

marriageandgrandkidsandhereallyhadno

answerforanyofthose

Anhourlater

AknockonthedoorgotLwazitojumpupon

herfeet.Whoeverwasknockingwasnotgiving

upandsoundedmad

Lwazi:whoisit?



Shesaidwalkingtowardsthedoor

Amanda:it’smeLwazipleaseopenup

Shesighedinreliefandplacedthebatdown

andopenedforher

Shegotinwithoutherevensayingaword

Amanda:Ididn’tknowwhereelsetogo.She

saidassoonasshegotin

Lwaziyawnedlockingthedoors

Amanda:Idrovearoundforsometimeand

somehowIendeduponyourdoorstep



Lwazicontinuedbeingquietjustgettingherself

herdriedfruit

Shewasgoingthroughalotonherownand

lookingatAmanda’sstateshecouldtellthat

sheisalsocomingtooffloadonher

Amanda:youknowhedoesn’twantto

understandthatIcan’tjustspendaweekend

withhim

Lwaziatehericecream withoutsayinganything

Amanda:Ilovehim andIlovemyfiancé.Not

thatI’m beingagolddiggerbutthatmanput

methroughculinaryschool,paidlobolaforme

andnowheisbuildingmearestaurant.Now

howdoIleavethattogoforalawyerwholives



from paychecktopaycheckandI’llhaveto

forgetabouteveropeningmyownrestaurant

Lwazi:istheonebeingbuiltreallyyourown?

Amanda:yes,it’sgoingtobeinmynameandI’ll

ownit

Lwazi:mmmhhhh

Amanda:Icametoyouforadviceandyouare

notsayinganything

Lwazi:yhoooAmandawhatdoyouwantmeto

say?Tellyoutochosepureloveoverlovethat

hasfinancialbenefits.Youarealreadylooking

downonMassisowhatdoyouwantmetosay?



Youarealreadymarriedtothisguyonlya

contractremainstobindyoutoforlifeandI

betheisgoingtowantaprenupwhichcertain

conditionsthatarebeneficialtohim.Youknow

thoseclausethatbusinessmanalwaysputin

contractstokeeptheirassessafeincase

somethinghappens.

Amandalookedatherinshockshehasalways

knownLwazitospeakthebrutaltruthbutshe

thoughtjustfortodayshewouldsympathize

withherandactuallysugarcoatthetruth

Lwazi:youhavenicelifeproblemsreally

Amanda:youknowwhatI’m goinghome

comingherewasuseless



Lwazi:onyourwayhomereallythinkabout

whatreallymatterstoyouifit’slovethenyou

knowwhotochoseifit’sloveandmoneythen

youknowwhotochosebutIhopeyou’llbe

happywithyourchoiceandstopstringingthe

poorguyalongfornothingbecauseyourmind

isreallymadeupandIdon’tblameyouey

Shesaidbeforeplacinghertuboficecream

backinthefreezerandfollowingAmandatothe

door

Amanda:Ihopedyouwouldtellmewhattodo

Lwazi:sothatyoucanblamemewhenthings

turnsourforyouintheend?Nodarlingthisis

allyou.Youhavetodecidenotme



Sheclosedthedoorandlockedthenarmedthe

houseandheadedtobed

Betweenbeingwokenandupfornothingand

eatingicecream inthesehoursofthenightshe

wasn’tsurewhereshewasgoingtogether

sleepfrom becauseitwascompletelydisturbed

ShedecidedtologinonFacebookjusttolookat

anythinguntilshegetsdrowsy

ShestumbledonapictureBanziwastaggedin

thecaptionwas“I’m happyyouareback”it

wasBanzilyingonhisfacesleeping

Helookedcuteeventhoughonlyasideofhis

facewasshowing

Shecouldn’tgetoverthepainofseeingtheway



hishousewaswhenshegotthere.She

expectedsomethingdifferentnothim toreward

herwithsexforleavinghisdaughteralonewith

nofood

Shelogoutandjustlaidinbedassleepcrawled

incapturingher

Darksmokewokeherup,shelookedaroundas

itfilledtheroom littlebylittle

Shedidn’trememberleavingthestoveonit’s

beenhourssincedinner

“Youcanrunawayfrom it”

Lwazi:whoareyou?Whereareyou?



Awomandressedinwhitestoodnotfarfrom

her

Thesmokedidn’tengulfheritmovedaround

hernotthroughnodiditchokeher

Shecoughedclosinghernosetotrynotto

inhalethesmoke,theroom hadsuddenly

becomedarktoososhecouldn’tevenseethe

door

Lwazi:pleasegoandsavethekids.Angelahas

Asthmathissmokemightkillher

Woman:sheisfinedon’tworry.I’vealways

beenworriedifmydaughterwillevergrowupto

needamother’sloveorwillanyoneeverlover

herlikeIwould



Lwazi:youhaveadaughter?

Sheaskedcoughingmovingtowardsthe

windowbutshecouldn’topenit

Woman:yeahunfortunatelyInevergottomeet

her.

Lwazi:I’m sorry

Shesaidslidingdownthewalllosingstrength

Woman:youneedtosavehim

Lwazi:savewho?



Woman:justlikeyouaretrappedinthisroom

abouttodiethat’sexactlywhatishappeningto

him everydayasheliveswithher.Savehim

beforeit’stoolate

Lwazi:who?

Sheaskedthewomanagain,butshebecame

silentandslowlythesmokegottomuchfor

Lwaziandshestartedchokingasshetriedto

breath

Slowlysheletgoandjustlaiddownclosingher

eyesandthesmokesuckedthelifeoutofher

bodyandshehadnooxygentosurviveon

Justasherheadwasabouttohitthefloor



Shewokeupsweatingandpanting.Shelooked

aroundtheroom anditwasjustthenormal

darknessofthelightsbeingoff

Sheswitchedthem onandwenttocheckonthe

kidsbeforegoingtodrinkwater

Herchestfeltdifferent,thedream feltrealthat

itmadeherfeelchestpains

Shecoughedtryingtogetridofthedrynesson

herchestbutinsteadshefeltpain

Lwazi:Godwhat’shappening?

Shedrankthewatertryingtoeasethepain.

Whowasthewomaninherdream andwhowas

shetalkingabout?.Allthesequestionsfilledher

headandshecouldn’tanswerthem shetried



goingbacktothedream anditstillmadeher

confused

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Kat:pleasecallthisvenueandconfirm my

bookingwiththem

Lwazitookthecardfrom herandwalkedbehind

tolistentoherinstructions

Kat:tellthefloristtocometothevenuetooso

thatshecanvisualizethewholesetupandsee

howmanyflowerstheplacewillneed

Lwaziwroteeverythingdown



Kat:bookmeaspatreatmentwiththatnew

placethathasjustopenedupdowntheroad

everyonehasbeentalkingaboutit

Lwazi:okay,fullbody?

Kat:yeah,thatwillbeallI’llcalltheofficewhenI

needsomething

Lwaziclosedhernotebookandpackedher

things

Lwazi:I’llletyouknowwhenI’m donethen

Sheleftthehouseandwenttohercar

Wellherlifehascertainlymovedfrom peaceful



tochaoticinjustaspaceoftwoweeks.She

couldn’tevengoseeadoctorabouther

pregnancybutrightnowsheisdrivingstraight

therebeforegoingtotheofficebecauseshe

willbe5monthsinnotime.Alreadysheis4

monthsbuthasn’tbeentoadoctor

Shedialedthevenueandseteverythingup

beforegettinginsidethedoctor’sofficeforher

appointment

Lwazi:hey,I’m LwaziIhaveanappointfor

11am?

Receptionist:wowIthoughtyou’dcalland

postponeagain

Lwazi:(laughing)Idecidedtomakeeverything



stopforafewminutesuntilI’m donehere

Receptionist:(smiling)goodbecauseIwas

startingtothinkyouhaveaphobia

Lwazi:(laughing)IdoeybutI’m soldieringon

today

Receptionist:(smiling)goodgirl.Wellyoucan

gointhedoctorisreadyforyou

Lwazi:thankyousomuch

Herheartstartedbeatingasshewalked

towardsthedoor.Knowingandseeingthatshe

ispregnantthroughbodychangeswasbetter

butthescanwillmakeeverythingreal



Sheopenedthedoortobemetanoldfemale

docwithawelcomingsmileeventhecolorsin

theofficewerecalmingandwarm

Doc:Ialmostgaveuponyou

Lwazi:(laughing)youwillunderstandwhyonce

yougettoknowwhoIhaven’tbeencoming

Doc:I’m justgladyouareherefinally,howcanI

assistyoutoday?

Lwazi:Iam pregnantandthisismyfirsttime

comingtoseeadoceversinceIfoundout

Doc:howfaralongareyou?



Lwazi:itshouldbe4monthsnow

Doc:andshedidyoufindout?

Lwazi:amonthandweeksagoormoreI’m not

surereally

Doc:andyoudecidednottoseeaDoc?Isthis

yourfirstpregnancy?

Lwazi:noit’smysecond

Doc:wellthenyoushouldknowtheimportance

ofseeingadoctorduringyourpregnancyin

ordertokeeptrackofeverythingthat’sgoingon,

yourhealthandthehealthofthebabyyouare

carryingdependsonit.Youaresupposedto



takevitaminsduringyourpregnancyisthis

meansthatyouarefarbehindintermsofthat

hopefullyyourbabyisveryhealthy.Idon’tlike

motherswhoarecarelessabouttheirhealth

andtheinnocentlivesinthem.Pleasedon’tbe

one

Althoughthedoctorwastalkinglikeadoctor

thevoiceshewasusingwasamother’svoice

scoldingherchild

Doctor:pleaselayinbedandpullupyourdress

sothatwecandothescanandseehowyouare

andthatlittleoneinsideyou

Lwazistoodupanddidastold

Sheheldherteethasthecoldnessofthegel



cameintocontactwithherskin

Doctor:whereisthefather?

Lwazi:heisaround.Hehasmoved

Doctor:owhhopefullyhewillsupportthebaby

thoughbuteitherwayI’veseenalotofwoman

dogoodassinglemotherstooandthat’s

nothingyoushouldbeworriedabout

Thedockeptmovingtheultrasoundscanner

aroundhertummyuntiladrummingbeating

soundwasheardintheroom

Doctor:that’sastrongone



Shesaidlookingclosertothescreen

Lwazi:iseverythingokaydoc?

Doctor:I’m justconfirmingwhatI’m seeinghere

onthemonitor

InBanzi’soffice

Hesatacrosshisdeskashisbrotherkept

movingaround

Hejusttoldhim thatheisgettingmarriedin3

weeks

Zack:areyousureaboutthisLubanzi?



Banzi:I’veneverbeensureaboutanythinginmy

life.Katisthewomanforme

Zack:wow.Okay

Banzi:herfamilywillbeexpectingyouguysthis

weekendforthenegotiations

Zack:I’llcontactUncleandconfirm everything

withhim

Banzi:cool

Zack:Iguesscongratulationsareinorderthen



Banzi:yepI’m abouttogethitchedman

Zack:someone’shusband,alifetimetitleman.

Ihopeyouarereallysureaboutthis

Banzi:Iknowyoudon’tlikeKat

Zack:andIneverwillbutbecauseyouchose

andIknowtheGodIpraisewillneverfailmeI’ll

acceptthewaythingsare

Banzi:mmmhhhh

Zack:IknowwhatIknowandIknowwhatwill

happenbutallIcansayisallthebestwith

everything



Banzi:whatdoyoumeanyouknowwhatwill

happen?

Zack:doyouthinkit’snormalthatyoulovea

womanwhodoesn’tloveyourchild?Yourown

fleshandblood?

Banzi:sheisnotforcedto,

Zack:meanwhileLwazihastotakecareofyour

daughterforyouwhileshegetstogoontrips,

clubsandspatreatmentsanytimeofdayshe

wants.HowfairisthattoLwazi?

Banzi:shehasnevercomplainedaboutliving

withmydaughter.Isupportmydaughter

financially



Zack:I’lljustwaitandseehowlongthatwilllast

Banzi:maybeyoushouldn’tcometothe

weddingifyoushowdomuchhatetowardsmy

wifetobe.

Zack:reallynow?Shealreadystoppedusfrom

comingtoyourhouse.Thekidsmissyouman

butyoudon’tcare

Banzi:whycan’tyoujustacceptthatIam

becomingmyownmantoo?It’shardenough

thatthesillygiftyouhaveistiedtome.That

doesn’tmeanmylifehastotoo.I’m finallyliving

withoutdependingonyouandthatdoesn’t

makeyouhappy

Zack:whichgift?Younolongerhavethegiftso



Iguessyouareofficiallyfreeofmeinyourlife.

I’m notgonnakeepquietandletyoubewhen

youaremakingamistake

Banzi:whotoldyouaboutyourswhenyou

choseacrazywomanlockedinamental

institution.Ohpleasestopactingselfrighteous

whenyourownlifeismessedup.Justbecause

yourwifenowactsinnocentandholyitdoesn’t

meanthatsheain’tcrazy.Sheisandshewill

alwaysbeacrazywomanwhoattemptedtokill

someoneI’m justgladthatKatisremovingme

from thattoxicandtwistedlife

BeforeZackcouldanswerthedoorshutclose

andsomeoneranout

Helookedathisbrotherbeforewalkingoutto

checkwhoitwas



HesawIsiphogettingintheelevatorbeforeit

shut

Zack:ohno!

Hesaidtakingthestairstryingtogettothe

basementtofindhiswife

Downatthebasement

Isiphosatinhercarandallowedthetearsto

flow.Theonlyreasonithurtisbecauseall

thosewordscamefrom someonehetrusted,

theyfeltdifferentfrom whentheworldsaid

them

Thedooropened,withoutlookingsheknewwho



itwasshecouldrecognizeherhusbandwithhis

smell,hisbreathing

Hepulledheroutofthedriver’sseatand

huggedher.Allowinghertocleansehersoul

whilemakinghissuitwetintheprocess

Zack:don’tmindhim heisajerk

Hesaidplacingherfacinginhispalmsmaking

herlookinhiseyes

Zack:IloveyouandIlovedyouthefirstdayI

metyou.Heisactuallytheonewholedmeto

youthroughhisgift.Idon’tknowhowKatis

doingallofthisbutsheisdoingitandIcan’t

seebeyondwhatyoualsosee



Isipho:Iknowit’snothisfaultbuthesaidthe

wordswhichmeantit’ssomethinghehas

alwaysbeenthinkingabout

Zack:Idon’tcarewhathethinksnooneis

perfect.Let’sgetoutofheremaybewecango

foramassage

Isipho:youvowedtonevergotherebecause

youdon’twantwomenoranyoneelsetouching

yourbody

Zack:andI’m keepingthatvowdarlingthe

massagewillbeforyouI’lljustdoamanicure

that’stheonlyvowI’m breakingtodayonly

becauseIwanttoseeyousmile

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Atthedoctor’soffice

Lwazilookedatthescreenasifshecouldsee

something,buttherewasnothingbutanimage

shecouldn’tevenexplainordescribe

Lwazi:iseverythingokaydoc?

Thedoclookedather

Doc:Idon’tknowwhetherthiswillbegood

newsforyouornotbutI’m seeingmorethan

onechild

Lwazi:morethanonechild?I’m carryingtwins?

Thedoctorshookherhead



Doc:bymycountit’squints.Congratulations,

youarereallyblessed

ShesaidturningtoLwazibutshewasquietnot

replyingjustlayingthereblinking

Sheremovedthescanandlookedather

Doc:Lwazi???

Therewasnoresponse

Sheshookherabitbutshedidn’trespondjust

blinkedalotlookingattheroof

Doc:nurse!Nurse!!



Anursegotinrushing

Doc:Ithinksheisinshock.Weneedyouput

herinawardnow.TellMellisatocallhernext

ofkin

Atthespadate

Zack:feelingrefreshed?

Isipho:yesbabethankyousomuch

Zack:noproblem atleastmynailslookgood

tooey



Isipho:yeahtheydoandareverycleanand

worthytodocertainthingstothisrefreshed

wife

Shesaidinaseductivevoicelookingathim as

hesatacrosshersippinghisdrink

Zack:myhandsarealwayscleansoIdon’t

knowwhatyouaretalkingbutbecarefulof

whatyoujustsaiditmightlandyouintrouble

Isipho:ohIcan’twaittobepunished

Zackwasabouttoanswerwhenhisphonerang

Zack:Jacobs



Voice:MrJacobs,Hiit’sMellisafrom doctor

Arnold’sofficeI’m callingyoubecauseIcan’t

getholdofyourwifewhoislistedasthenextof

kuinMsQunta’sfile

Zack:Nolwazi?What’swrongwithher?

Heaskedalreadyonhisfeettakingoutmoney

forthedrinks,theywereonthehousebuthe

gottenusedtopayingandtippingthatheforgot

Isiphopickedherbagfollowinghim ashe

finishedtalkingonthephone

Zack:Lwazihasbeenadmittedtheytriedyour

cellbutcouldn’tgetholdofyou



Isiphosuddenlybecameworriedbecauseitcan

neverbegoodnewstohearthatapregnant

ladyisadmittedunlesssheisinLabour

Thedrivetotheofficehospitalwasquicksince

therewasnotrafficmidday

Isipho:hiwearehereforNolwaziQunta

Mellisa:ohyesMrandMrsJacobs.Thedoctor

willbeheresoonpleasehaveaseat

Isipho:Ihopenothingiswrongwiththebabyor

elseIwillhateBanzifortherestofmylife

Zack:I’m sureeverythingisfinelet’snotjump

intoconclusions.Letmecalltheguys



Isipho:excludeBanziheisastressfactorinher

life

Henoddedashesenttheguysamessage

Thedoctorcametowardsthem

Doc:MrJacobshaven’tseenyouinawhile

Zack:MrsArnoldItoldyoutocallmeZack

Doc:NothappeninguntilyoucallmeJane

(smiling)(toIsipho)throughyourhusband’s

wordsandprayerIhaveadaughterattheage

of45afterseeingspecialistaboutmycondition

evenIcouldattesttheremedicallytherewasno



chanceformetocarryababybutthrough

prayerIhavea2yearolddaughter

Isipho:it’sgreattohearsuchtestimoniesabout

theworkofGod

Doc:yeahandIbelievetodayIjustsawoneof

hismiracles.Followme

ShesaidwalkingtowardsLwazi’sward

ShewasasleepwithanIVconnectedtoher

Isipho:what’swrongwithher?

Doc:shewentinshockafterwediscoveredshe

isfartingquints



Them:what?!

Shelaughedatthem

Doc:yepsheiscarrying5kids

Isipho:butsheisnotshowingyet

Doc:yesbecauseshehasgainedweightandI

believeherbreastsarebiggertooandmostof

thetimetwinsorinhercasequintssettle

aroundthewomb,restingonthesideshence

thestomachisn’tprotrudingthatmuchbutit

willbecausetheyseem tobegrowing

Zack:how’sthatpossible?5humansallinside



ofher?

Isipholaughedatthehorrifiedfaceherhusband

had

Thegentsgotinjustasthedoctorwas

explainingtothem

Massi:whathappened?

Zack:5kidshappened

Hesaidsittingdownonthecouch

Sol:Idon’tunderstand



Isipho:sheiscarrying5kids,whenshereceived

thenewsshewentintoshock

Massiwasstandingoverherbrushingherhair.

Somehowtheimageofherlyingonthatbed

wasscary

Loyd:Yho!!!Banzineedstogivemetips

Sol:5kids?Howwillshecarrythatmany?

Zack:Ialsodon’tknow

Isipho:herbodymightgoonuntil7months

latestbutat6sheneedstobeonbedrest

Massi:6months?That’stoofar.Sheisnot



goingbacktoworkanymoreuntilshebrings

thesekidstolife

Loyd:Iagreetoo

Sol:I’llpayher,theamountshewasearning

Monthly

Isipho:whoa!Boyslet’swaittillshewakesup

beforewemakeallthesedecisionsit’sherlife

afterall

Sol:Idon’tcareifit’sherlifenowit’sofficially

oursandthe5kidssheiscarryingsowehave

decided

IsipholookedatZackhopinghewouldjumpin

andhelpherbutheshruggedhisshoulders

instead



Loyd:wewon’tgiveherachoicetodecide

Sol:yeahalreadyKatisoverworkingherthat’s

toomuch

Zack:Kat?Whatdidshedo?

Sol:apparentlysheisnowactinglikeherboss

orderingheraroundtodothings.Shefileda

complaintwithBanzibutwasmetwithaverbal

warning

Zack:wowandIdidn’tevenknowbutIownhalf

thatcompany.Hownice

Loyd:whateverKatfedBanziit’sreallystrong



andworkingsheshouldgiverherseeramillion

forthis

Massi:didyoutellhim aboutthis?

Zackshookhishead

Massi:goodheshouldstayawayfrom her

Everyonelookedathim.Hesoundeddefensive

ey

AtCandy’splace

Katsatdown



Kat:myauntsaidshewantsnothingtodowith

thewedding

Candy:arghthatoneshelikesactingallgoody

goody

Kat:I’m justgoingtoignoreher

Candy:sowhenarewesupposedtoleavefor

yourmom’splace?

Kat:Fridaymorningsothatwecanhelpwith

cleaningaroundthehouse

Candy:okaynoproblem

Candy:soishestillgoingafterNolwazi?



Kat:sheisoldnewsthatone

Candy:mmmhhhhhgreatthen

Kat:Ihaveyoutothankforhelpingmesolvemy

problem

Candy:Iguessso.How’syourbusinessdoing?

Kat:it’spickingupthankstothemonthly

allowanceIgetfrom Banzi

Candy:andJohn?Doesn’thewonderwhat’s

happening?



Kat:heistoobusywithhistourtoevencare

Candy:sowhathappenswhenhewantsyou

back?IfyoumarryBanziyoucan’tjustupsand

leave

Kat:theonlyreasonIcamebackisbecauseof

themoney.HadIstayedinthestatesmy

businesswasgoingtodie.Banziisworth

millionsifImarryhim anddivorcehim afterI’ll

walkawaywithmillionsenoughtolastmealife

time

Candy:Istillthinkit’snotfartodothistothe

poorguywhenyouknowyougonnaleavehim

Kat:Ididn’tsayI’llleavehim butwebothknow

thesethingsdon’tlastforeversohemightwake



upfrom thespellanddivorcemewhatwillIdo

then

Candy:butatleastletthemanhavea

relationshipwithhisfamilyandfriends

Kat:youknowIcan’tbecausehisbrotherisvery

powerfulandLwaziishistruelovethecloserhe

istoherthelikelyheistogetfreeIcan’tdothat

Candy:Idon’tknowhowyousleepatnight

really

Kat:thesameyousleepatnight

Candy:Istoppedconsultingtheseer,Kabelo

toldmestraightupitwasuselessbecauseit



wasnotworkinghehasbeendoingeverything

formeoutoflove

Kat:wellgoodforyouthen

Candy:youpushedawaythisman’sdaughter

outofhislife

Kat:hayiCandicejustbecausethingsarenow

goinggoodforyou,youthinkyouarebetter

thanme.Firstlyyoudeclinealcoholandnow

youarejudgingmyactions

Candy:that’sbecauseIam pregnantandI’m

thinkingofsettlingdownandactuallyusingmy

degree



KatlookedatCandy,yeahshedidlooklighter

andthicker.

Candy:I’m 2monthspregnantandKabrlois

talkingmarriageandI’m consideringit.Weare

oldnow,justdoingthingsforthesakeofmoney

isnoton.YesatfirstIwantedthelifethat

kabelowasgivingmemorethananythingbutI

havefallenforhim

Kat:mxm aisalala

KattookherbagandwalkedoutjustasKabelo

waswalkingin

Kabelo:andthenwhat’supwithMsAmerica?



Candy:ItoldherI’m pregnantandreadyto

settledownandshedidn’ttakeitwell

Kabelo:doesthatmeanmyunclescangosee

yourfamily?

Candy:aslongasyouarecertainthatyoureally

wanttobewithme

Kabelo:Iwon’tlie,findingoutwhatyoudid

mademeangrybutmyhearthadalready

chosenandbecauseIknewitneverworkedI

knewIlovedyoubecauseIdidthingsforyou

outoflove

Candy:I’m reallysorrybabe



Kabelo:it’sokayeybutdon’teverthinkabout

againbecausethingswon’tendwellforyou.

Candy:Ipromise

Kabelo:thenIguesswecangomeetmymom

thisweekend

Candy:I’dlovethat

Kabelo:comehere

Shewalkedintohisarmsandheheldherthat

way

Kabelo:howaboutweorderinandwatchthose

boringmoviesyoulike?



Candy:(laughing)theyarenotboring

Kabelo:Istruggletostayupfor30minutes

whilewatchingthosekindofmoviesbutI

promisetotrytonight

Candy:(smiling)thankyoubabe

Heplantedaforeheadkissbeforecapturingher

lipsintohis

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#18

Lwaziopenedhereyestoaroom filledwith

flowersandballoonsandmen



Theywerealltalkingaboutwhattheywoulddo

duringherpregnancyandafterbirth

Isiphonoticedshewasawake

Shesignaledhertokeepquiet

Massi:whyam Itheonewhohastodealwith

theemotionsandcravings

Loyd:I’m dealingwiththatalready

Sol:youaresinglesoyouarethebest

candidatewealreadydealingwithmoodswings

it’stimeyoudotoo

MassiturnedtobemetbyanawakeLwazi



Massi:howlonghaveyoubeenawake?

Theguysjumpedtotheirfeet

Lwazi:longenoughtohearyouguysargue

aboutwhowillbereceivingmymoodswings

anddealingwithmycravings

Zack:IhopeyouheardIwasquietIdidn’t

partakeinthatdebate

Lwazi:youagreewitheveryoneyoujustdidn’t

wannasayyoualreadyhaveyourownstress

becausesheishere

Everyonelaughed



Zack:well

Isipho:ZackXolisaJacobs

Zack:uxolomkam (I’m sorrymywife)

Loyd:khawutshokeNolwaziyintoniekubulalisa

isiqaqaxakuthwauzobanabantwanaabahlanu?

(SoLwazi,whatmadeyoufaintwhenyouwere

toldyouarehaving5kids?)

Lwazi:(laughing)tobehonestIfeellikeGodis

punishingmeforlovingLubanzi.Iwouldhave

beenabletotakecareofonekidaddedtomy

twobabiesbutbecauseGodwantstomake

sureIwillreallyneedhim andI’llbetiredtohim

foreverhegaveme5bondsatthesametime.



Massi:youarenotforcedtorunafterhim we

areallheretotakecareofyouandthosebabies,

untilheisfreefrom whateverholdKathasover

him

Loyd:wearenotgoingtopushhim outofyour

lifeandthekid’slifebutwewilldefinitelytake

careofyouguysifhewantstobeapresent

fatherthat’sfine

Zack:allIaskfrom youistonottellhim about

thepregnancyyet

Lwazi:Ialreadydid

Zack:wellthendon’ttellhim it’squints.Kat

mightjustdosomethingtoharm youandthose



kidsandwewon’triskthat

Lwazinodded

Isipho:Iknowyou’dlovetoseethejoyinhis

eyeswhenyoutellhim it’squintsbutforyour

safetydon’t

Lwazi:can’tyouguyshelphim?

Zack:Iam ahealer,heisnotsickIcan’thelp

him withwhat’shappeningtohim

Isipho:onlyhecanfightit

AtearescapedLwazi’seye



Lwazi:Ineverimaginedmyselfgivingbirthto

anotherfatherlesschildandnowit’seven

worseit’s5kidsatthesametime

Sol:wearetheirfathersforaslongastheylive

evenLubanzicomesbacknothingwillchange

Loyd:andbecausewearefatherswedecided

torenovateyourplaceforyousothatitcan

accommodatethekids.Noneofusarequalified

todesignthat’sataskwearegoingtogive

Lubanziwithouthim knowingwhythough.I’m

surehe’llalsobehappytoknowhedesigned

thehomehiskidswillberaisedin

Isipho:unlessyouwantanewhouseandhe

candesignthatoneanditwillberenovatedto



yourliking

Lwazi:I’lldecideafter

Ntokozogotincarryingjunkwhileeatingice

cream

Loydclenchedhisteeth

Ntokozo:forgivemeforbeinglatehoneybunch

Ihadtogostockup

Shesaidwavingtheplasticintheair

Loyd:howdidyougethereNtokozo?



Ntokozo:Ihaveacarremember

Loydwalkedclosertoher

Loyd:Ithoughtweagreedyouweren’tgonna

driveanymore

Ntokozo:yesandIdidn’tdrivemyselfyourlittle

brotherdid.Youshouldaskbeforeyoustart

boiling

Everyonestifledtheirlaugh

Loyd:hlekaniit’sfine

Ntokozosatdownandateherjunk



Lwazi:Ithoughtthosewereforme

Ntokozo:andwhywouldyouthinkthat?

Lwazi:becausethat’swhatpeopledowhen

theyvisitsomeoneinahospital.Theybring

food

Ntokozo:youwantfood?

Lwazinodded

Ntokozo:ZackpleasegogetLwazibeefbbq

spurribs.Massigogethermuffinsand

chocolates.Loydyouwillgetmeyoghurtand

biltong.SolgetLwazipizzaandburgers.Go



boys

Sol:didwejustgetorderedaround?

Loyd:I’m notevengoingtoask

Hesaidpickinghiskeysheadedtowardsthe

door

Theyallfollowedhim out

Ntokozo:finallywearefreetestosteroneitwas

toomuch

Isipho:(laughing)youjustgotridofthem



Ntokozo:yepandwewillhavefoodwhenthey

comeback

Ntokozo:(toLwazi)Icantimaginehowhard

thisisemotionallybecausephysicallyIknow.

Onechildisheavyenoughimagine5atthe

sametimeyhooohayiLubanzisureknowshow

tosex

Isipho:samethingIsaidey

Lwazi:Iwishhewerestillaroundtosexthese

hormoneseverynightbecauseIreallydoneed

him

Hereyesgotteary



Lwazi:bloodyhormonesmakingmeemotional

Isipho:youhaveMassi,manisgoingtobe

takingcareofyoufulltime.Hevolunteered

Ntokozo:yeahhecanhelpyouwiththeitch

Lwazi:Ican’taskthatofhim.Whathappens

whenhegetsattached?I’dratherbehornythan

complicatethingsfortheguys

Isipho:Iwouldn’tblameyou

Ntokozo:samehere.Justaskhim totestand

thentakeitfrom there

Lwazi:andhowexactlywillIstartthat



conversation?

Isipho:Ihaveanidea

Lwazi:youguysarecorrupt

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#19

Theguyscamebackeachcarryingwhatever

theyweresent

Isipho:soguysthedoctoraskedforvolunteers

todoHIVtesting,theyhaveacampaignhereat

thehospital.Iwroteyournamesdown.We

alreadytested



Zacklookedathiswife

Loyd:hayihayi

Sol:I’m notdoingthat

Massi:I’m coolwithit

Ntokozo:goodwenaMassi.These3are

chickens

Sol:Lordsaveus.Wewilldoitke

Loyd:Ican’tbelieveyoujustcalleduschickens.

Ihopeyou’llbeabletorepeatthat



Zack:Iwasn’tevenchickeningI’m just

wonderingwhyIwouldneedoneifyoutested

negative

Isipho:don’tactdumbtuu,youknowthat’sno

waytoverifyyourstatus

Loyd:butZackisrightthough,meandhim don’t

reallyneedtodothetestsofyouguysareclean

thatmeanswearetoo

Thedoctorgotin

Isipho:(winkingstartedher)DocMassiisready

forthatHIVtestingyouspokeabou.Hewould

liketovolunteertotakepartinyourcampaign,

rightMassi?



Massi:yeahIdon’tmind

Thedoctorlookedattheladies

Doc:followmeplease

Massi:(toLwazi)I’llbeback

Sol:sheain’ttheonlyoneyouareleaving

behindyouknow

Massi:buttheonlywhomatters

Hesadandleft

Sol:I’m tellingyougents,thatmanisIlovewith



ourbabymama

Loyd:yepheis.Didyouseethatwhenwegotin

hewentstraighttoher?Askingherifsheis

okayandall

Zack:stopbeingjealousletourboybe

Lwazi:andcouldyoustoptalkingasifI’m not

here

Sol:it’sjustthatweareworriedabouthim.We

gotnoproblem witharelationshipbetweenyou

twobutLubanziisinthepictureandthings

wouldbeawkward.Heisthefatherafterall

Zack:ashisbrotherIshouldn’tsupportany



mancomingforyoubutIwouldn’tblameyou

forlivingyourlifebutmaybeyoucantellMassi

towaittillyougivebirth

Lwazi:Idoubtheisgoingtowantawomanwith

7kids

Loyd:don’teverthinkyouarlesshitbecauseof

thenumberofkidsyouhave

Lwazi:evenifIweretomoveon.I’m never

fallingpregnantagain7kidsisenoughandI

knowasingleguywithnochildlikeMassi

definitelywantsachild

Sol:that’strueey.ButLubanziisluckysonofa

gunman.5kidsatoncegirlI’dmarryyousame

timeandgiveyoueverythingIown.Where



wouldyoureallygoafterhavingsomanykids?

Andevenifyouleavemeyouareboundtotake

thekidsandwhateveryougetfrom thedivorce

willsupportthem

Zack:manthat’strue.MaybeIshouldalsostart

workingonmakingmorekidsey

Isipho:yeyyyiiitat’umfundisidon’tstartwithme

please

Zack:weonlyhave3wecouldgoontomake4

morekids

Isipho:keepdreamingI’m notfollowingLwazi

Zack:yhuuuokaybeforeIendupbeingstarved



intheotherdepartment

Everyonelaughed

Massigotinandhandedthetestingstickto

Lwazi

Shelookedathim

Massi:I’m notdumb.Iknowyouliedabouta

campaign.Youjustwantedtoknowmystatus.

Whichyoucould’vejustaskedmewithout

havingtolie.

Heplantedaforeheadkissbeforemovingaway

from thebedandtakingadrinkfrom theplastic



LwazilookedatIsiphoandNtokozo

Lwazi:canyouguysexcuseus?Shesaidto

everyone

Ntokozo:Loydasambe.Lwaziwewillseeyou

tomorrow

Isipho:let’sgotooIhavesomecounselingto

doinanhour.We’llbehearfirstthingtomorrow

morning

Sol:letmegodealwithclientsIcancelledtoday.

Getwellsoonokay

Everyonewalkedout.Massistoodbythe

windowjustlookingout



Lwaziwasstillholdinghisresultstryingto

decidewhethertoreadthem ornot

Massi:I’m notmadaboutit.Youcanreadthem

Lwazi:I’m sorryitwasallIsiphoandNtokozo’s

ideatodothis

Massi:Iknowapregnantwomanalwayswants

sexbutIwasn’tgonnadoanythingyoudidn’t

want.Iknowyouwanttousemeforsex

becauseyoucan’tbeinarelationshipwithme.

Banzihasyourheart

Lwazilookeddownplayingwithherfingers



Massi:ifitevergetstothatI’llwearacondom

andifitdoesn’tthat’sstillfine

Lwazi:I’m notgonnalieandsayIdon’t

sometimeshavedirtythoughtsaboutyou.Ican

fullysayit’sthehormonesbecauseIstilllove

Banzinomatterwhat.Ifweweretohavesexit

wouldmakethingsawkwardforyouandfor

everyoneifBanziweretowantmeback

Massi:Iunderstandthat.Ihadn’tevenplanned

asfarashavingsexwithyou.Ijustwanttobe

thereforyou.WhateveryouneedI’llgivetoyou

exceptforsex.

Shenodded

Lwazi:Iwassupposedtogobacktotheoffice.



Ididn’ttakethedayoff

Massi:Icalledandtoldthem youhavean

emergency.Anandaofferedtocoverforyou

Lwazi:thankyou.What’sgoingonbetweenthe

twoofyouanyways?

Massi:shedumpedme.Saiditbettertohaveit

allthenhavelovewithnothing

Lwazi:im sorry

Massi:it’scooley.I’llmeetsomeoneelseand

fallinloveandmaybeshewillstickaround

Lwazi:Iprayyoudotoo



Massi:So5kidsey?Youready?

Lwazi:Iwasn’treadyforonekidsoyoucan

imagine

Massi:itmustbeoverwhelmingey

Lwazi:toomuchey

Massi:sohaveyouthoughtaboutthehouse

offer

Lwazi:Iwasthinkingofadifferenthouse.One

thatcouldbedesignedtomyliking



Massi:itcanbeadifferenthousebutitwillbe

inoneofZackandBanzi’sproperties

Lwazi:it’scool.ButIdon’tknowanythingabout

designsIjustknowwhatIwantinahouse

Massi:you’lltelluswhatyouwantandwewill

pitchittoBanzi.Hemaybeajerkrightnowbut

heisthebestatwhathedoes

Sadnesswashedoverheroncemore.The

thoughtoflovingamanwhoisoutofreachand

nowbeingpregnantwithhis5kidsthat’seven

worse

Massi:everyonedecidedthatyoushouldstop

working.Thispregnancyisalotonitsownand

havingtorunarounddoingthingsforKatwon’t



doyouanygood

Lwazi:Ican’tstopworking

Massi:ifit’smoneyyouareworriedaboutdon’t

be.Zackisbuyingthehouseandbuildingit.Sol

andLoydofferedtopayyou,yourmonthly

salary.AndIofferedtohelpyouregisteryour

businessandstartgettingeverythingyouneed

forit.

Lwazi:youalsoofferedtodealwiththe

emotionsandcravings

Massi:Idon’treallyofferbutIwastheonly

candidate.I’m singlesoanytimeofthedayI’m

availableunlessI’m incourt.Theladiesand

Zackwillbethere



Lwazi:Idon’tknowhowIcanthankyouguys

fordoingallofthis.

Massi:familyisnotbybloodonlyyoucan

createyourownasyougo

Lwazi:andIlovetheoneI’vefoundiyouguys

Henoddedandmadeherlieonhischest

Shelistenedtohisheartbeatagainstherears.

Hewaswearingadifferentcolognetodaybutit

wasalsogood.Probablyveryexpensivetoo.

Sheinhaledit.Unawarethatherhandwas

movingaroundhischest

Thehormoneswerehighagainandhis



presencewasnothelping.Hewasnotnaked

butjustthethoughtofhim nakedandgrinding

onherwasenoughtomakehersqueezeher

thighstogether

Hisotherhandwasbrushingherarm andit

gavehershivers

Massicouldfeelherbodychange.Her

breathingwasdifferentandshekeptsqueezing

herthighs.Itwasnothardtofeelthatbecause

thehospitalbedistoosmall

Hewonderedifheshouldmoveandsitonthe

couch.Shesaiditherselfthingswouldbe

awkwardifanythinglikethatcouldhappen

betweenthem



Hemovedandsatonthecouch

Massi:Iheardyourmom andsisterarebackso

I’m thinkingofgoingtoseethem

Lwazi:ain’tyousupposedtomeetwithher

lawyer

Massi:thereisnocasesoIdon’tneedtosee

herlawyer.I’m justpayingherafriendlyvisitey

Lwazi:justdon’tdoanythingstupidmymom

canbedangerous

Massi:Icanhandlemyself.I’m thinkingof

goingtherenowI’llcomebacklater



Lwazi:ishenisthedoctordischargingme?

Massi:shesaidthisafternoonyourbpisgetting

backtonormal

Shenodded.Heworehisblazerandleft

Shebreathedout

Lwazi:kidspleasebehave.Mommycan’tdo

anythingstupidokay

Shesaidbrushinghertummy.Lookingat

herselfnowshewasshowingalready.The

weightgainwasprettyclearey

Lwazi:wegonnabeokay.Maybeonedaydaddy



willcomearound

Shesaidtoherselfoncemore.Heremotions

werehigh.Nowomanwantstoraiseachild

aloneandthesemomentsinahospitalrequire

supportfrom apartner

Amandagotincarryingabear

Amanda:heyyou.I’m sorryIcouldn’tcome

earlierhadtodealwithKat

Lwazi:Ihopeshewasnotgivingyouahard

time

Amanda:nothingIcouldn’thandle



Lwazi:mmmhhhhokay

Amanda:howismybaby?

Shewasabouttotellherit’s5kidswhenshe

rememberedthewomanfrom herdreamswho

saidsheshouldn’ttellhernewstojustabout

anyone

Lwazi:He/sheisgood.

Amanda:whatdidthedoctorsay?

Lwazi:sheisworriedaboutmybloodpressure

it’shigh.

Amanda:youneedtotakeitslownow



Lwazi:tellthattoKatey.Enoughaboutme.

What’sgoingonwithyouseem ratherhappy?

Amanda:myrestaurantisreadytoopen.Iam

interviewingChefstomorrow

Shesaidcheerful

Lwazi:yougogirl.Chasethebaggirl

Amanda:girlIalreadyhaveitinmyhands

Lwazi:I’m sureyourparentsarethrilled

Amanda:theyaretoapointthatmyweddingis



intwoweeksfrom now

Lwazi:isn’tthatthesametimeasBanzi’s

wedding?

Amanda:yep,IgotsomadwhenIrealizedthat.

IwasreallylookingforwardtothatweddingI’m

sureit’sgonnabesomethingoutofthisworld.

Lwazi:theinvitationsarealreadyoutsoifyou

don’thaveonerightnowthenyouarenot

invited

Amanda:IthoughtIwasgoingtobeyourplus

one

Lwazi:shetooktheinvitationbacksayingshe



don’tneedmewiththekidsruiningherperfect

wedding

Amanda:sheiscrazy

Lwazi:it’sfineman.I’m gainingweightalotsoI

wasgoingtolookuglyanywayssoI’drather

savemyself

Amanda:wowaiKatissomethingelse.

Lwazi:yeah

Massigotin

Amandalookedathim



HelookedatherandthenatLwazi

Massi:HiAmanda.IthinkIforgotmyphone

here

Amanda:hey

HesawhisphonejustunderLwazi’spillow

Massi:hereitis

Hesaidtakingitout

Massi:I’llbebackinanhourevenifthedoctor

dischargesyouknowairfrom me



Lwazi:Amandaishereshewilldrivemehome.

Thedoctorwillprobablybeheresoonto

dischargemeanywaysit’salreadycloseto4pm

Massi:withherdrivingskills?Idon’tthinkso

Amanda:youthinkIwouldharm Lwaziandhe

kid?

Massi:maybenotyoubutyourdrivingmight.

Justbecausesomeonehasacardoesn’tmean

theycandrive.I’m goingtomakeaphonecall

andgetthedoctorsothatwecanleave

Hewalkedoutafterthat

AmandalookedatLwazi



Amanda:what’sgoingwithhim?

Lwazi:Zackgavehim clearinstructionstotake

mehomewhenIgetdischarged

Amanda:Igetthatbuthewasrude

Lwazi:whatdoyouexpectAmandafrom aguy

youdumpedforarichman?Hayi

Amanda:really?Yougonnagothere?Atleast

I’m nottheonepregnantforamanwhois

marryinganotherwoman.nxa!!

Shesaidtakingherbagandwalkingout



Lwazisighedandjustlookedawayfrom the

doortryingtoavoidthetearsthatthreatenedto

come.Thatwasthebittertruth

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#20

AtBanzi’sapartment

Kat:Ijustdon’tunderstandhowyouarefine

withyourPAjustdisappearingduringworking

hoursandnevercomesbacktowork

Banzi:shegotsomeonetofillinforheridon’t

seewhyyouaremakingabigdealoutofthis

Hesaidpreparinghiswhiskeywhileshewas



juststandingnotfarfrom him angry

Banzi:Idon’tknowwhatmadeyouangrybut

whateveritisitwillbefine

Wasitgoingtobefinereally?Herbestfriendis

suddenlyinaseriousrelationshipandpregnant.

Kat:youneedtofireher

Banzi:Iwon’tdothat

Kat:whatisitaboutthisgirlthatyouloveso

much?Sheisslackingatwork

Banzi:sheispregnantwhatdoyouexpect



Katwastakenbackthatstatement.Sheheldon

tothecounterwhileBanzidrankhisdrinklike

hedidn’tjustsayhisbabymamaispregnant

Kat:what?Isityours?

Banzi:whatdoyouthink?

Hesaidwithnoregardofherfeelings

Kat:howcanyoumakeherpregnantwhileI’m

here?

Banzi:shegotpregnantwaybeforeyousorelax



Kat:it’shardenoughthatyoualreadyhavea

childwiththiswomanandnowyouareaboutto

haveasecondonewithher.Howdoyouthink

thatmakesmefeel?

Banzi:Idon’tknow.Youtellme?It’slikeyou

dealwithherorhavetostaywithmykid

becauseyoualreadyfailedatthat

Kat:Iwantedtobetheonetoextendyour

familyforyoubutyougaveherthat

responsibility

Banzi:ourrelationshipisfinewithoutthekids

involved.Youbethesexywifethatyouareand

I’llaskLwazitobearmekids.Ithasalways

beenmywishtohavekidswithonewomanso

it’sdefinitelynotyouthat’sclear



Katlookedathim onemoretimebeforeleaving

him there

Thespellwaswearingoffandsheneededtodo

something

Shegotintheroom andchangedintotrack

pants

Kat:I’m goingtomyapartmenttocheckit

Shesaidpassingbyhim

Hejustraisedhisthumbupandshewalkedout

AtLwazi’splace



Banziwalkedintotheyardandthekidswere

playinginthegrasswhileLwaziwaslyingdown

onafleece

Thekidsrantohim immediatelywhentheysaw

him

Angela:daddy

Lwazilookedatthem astheyhungonbothhis

arms

Hestoodnotfarfrom herandlookedather

Shehadgainedweightandwasshowing,her

feetwereswollenabit



Banzi:hey

Lwazi:Hi

Shesaidandthenwentbacktoherphone

Banzi:Icametocheckuponyouguysandsee

howyouaredoing

Lwazi:weareokayasyoucansee

Nathan:uncleB,pleasecomeplaymyplay

stationwithme

Banzi:sorryboyIcan’ttodaymaybetomorrow



Nathan:Owh

Hedidsounddisappointed

AngelawasjustlyingonBanzi’schest

Lwazistooduprollingthefleece

Lwazi:kidsyouneedtogobathMassiwillbe

hereanytimefrom nowandyouknowhe

doesn’tlikewaiting

ThekidsgotofBanziandraninsidethehouse

BanzilookedatLwaziwitharaisedeyebrow



Banzi:Massi?Whereishetakingthekids?

Lwazi:it’smovienightonTuesdaysoweare

goingout

Banzi:allofyou?Together?

Lwaziignorehim andwalkedinsidethehouse

Banzi:youguysarespendingalotoftimetoa

pointthatyouevenhavededicateddayshuh?

Lwazi:notthatIhavetoanswerthatbutyes

Massiandtherestoftheguysarereallygood

friends

Shesaidleavinghim inthekitchengoingtoher



bedroom

Shegotinherclosettochangehesatatthe

edgeofthebed

Banzi:IcameherebecauseIthoughtwecould

spendtimetogetheryouknow

Shegotoutcloset.Shewasnotdressedtokill

butshelookedbeautifulinalongsummer

dress

Lwazi:ifyoucalledyouwould’veknownIalready

haveplansfortonight

Banzi:can’tyoucancelorletthekidsgoandwe

canstayin?



Lwazi:noitspartofwhatI’m doingwiththe

kidsbeforemytummystartsshowingando

can’treallydoalotofthings

Hesighedlookingather.Herphonebeepedand

shepickeditup.Asmileformedonherfaceas

shereadthemessage

Sheopenedthebedroom door

Lwazi:NATHAN!Angela!!

“Mom”theyshoutedfrom theirroom

Lwazi:wehavetogo,UncleM isoutside

Lwazi:Wereallyhavetogonowsoifyoudon’t



mind.I’dliketolockup

Banzistoodupfrom thebedandwalked

towardsher

Hewoulddoanythingtofeelherskinrightnow

Hetouchedherarm butsheyankedhim off

Lwazi:Isaidleave

Helookedatherfaceandhedidn’tseeanything

doubtfulthatwouldmakehim persuadeherto

staywithhim

Hewalkedoutandlookedatthekidsasthey

randownthestairstojumpintoMassi’sarms



Anothermanwhoisnothim

Hestoodatthetoplookingatthem asthey

spoketohim,hecouldn’therewhattheywere

sayingbuttheywerejollyandshoutingand

Massididn’tmind

Lwaziwalkeddownthestairstoo

Massilookedupandsawherwalkingdownthe

stairsandBanzistandingatthetopjustlooking

atthem

MassiwonderedhowlongBanziwashereand

ifanythinghappenedupstairsbeforehegot

here



Lwazipulledhim inforahug

Heinhaledherscentbeforelettinggo

Massi:youlookinggood

Lwazi:Istillfeelfatey

Massi:I’m sorryyou’llbeokay

Banziwasnownotfarfrom them

Massi:sureBIdidn’tknowyouwerearound

Banzi:heyman.Ijustcametocheckonmy

family



Heemphasizedthelastpartprobablytryingto

intimidatehim orsomethingbutMassiwasn’t

botheredatall

Massi:whoeverreachesthecarlastishaving

plainvanillaicecream withnotoppings

ThekidsranoutwhileLwazijustwalkedbehind

them andMassifollowedleavingBanzi

standingattheendofthestaircasewatching

them walkoutthedoor

Hefollowedthem andthekidswerealready

insidethecarwhileMassiwashelpingLwazi

climbin

Thewaytheywerelaughingandtalkinglikehe

wasnoteventherebrokehisheart



Massiwalkedbacktolockthehouse

Banziheldhisarm

Banzi:pleasedon’ttakemyfamilyawayfrom

meman

Massilookedathiseyestheywereglossy

Massi:Iwouldneverdothattoyou.I’m just

friendswithLwazilikeeveryoneelseandI’m

theonlysingleguywhocanbeabletogether

allhercravingswhenshewantsbecausethe

restoftheguyshavewomen.Irespectthechild

sheiscarryingandourfriendshipeventhoughI

hatewhatyouaredoingtoher.Youarehere

nowbutyou’llleaveandgotoKatandshewill

belefttopickupthepiecesbecauseshe

breaksdowneverytimeyoudothat



Banzi:helpmeman

Massi:youthinkIhaven’ttried.Noseercan

helpyoutheyallsaysomeweirdshotwhenwe

consultthem.Apparentlyyourbloodispure.I

don’tknowwhatthatmeansbuttheysaidonly

youcansaveyourself

Banzi:youconsultedaseer?

Massi:yesmeandthegents,yourbrother

couldn’tthoughsinceheisapastorbuthe

didn’tmindthatwedid.Idon’tknowwhat’s

goingonwithyoubutIdoubtthereisasane

manthatcanleaveawomanlikeLwaziforKat.

Pleasefixyourselffastandbethereforthe

Blairthenofyourbaby.YouareblessedNtwana



ohopeyouknowthat

Banzi:pleasedon’tlockI’dliketostayhereand

workonSol’sproject

Massihandedhomethekeys

Massi:we’llbebacksoonIpromise.Ican’t

reallycancelonthem now.Yousawhow

excitedtheywere

Banzi:it’scoolmanIunderstand.Takecareof

them forme

Theshookhandsandwentindifferentways

Massigotinsidethecar



Angela:daddyisnotcoming?

Massi:nobabyhehassomeworktodobuthe

saidhewillbeherewhenwecomeback

Lwaziwasjusquietlookingoutthewindow.

Shewantedtogooutbeforeherpregnancy

startsrestrictingherbutshecouldn’thelpbut

feelbadforleaving.Angelaprobablymissesher

fatherandit’snotfarthatsheonlysawhim for

afewminutesshehardlyseeshim already

Massicouldseethatshewasn’tpresent100%

ontheirnightoutandheknewwhy.Theseer

toldhim innotsomanywordsthathehas

placedhisheartinawrongplacethehearthe

seeksisforanother.



Theysettledatparanottisforpizzabefore

goingtowatchamovie

Angela:mama

Lwazilookedather

Angela:daddy

LwazilookedatMassi

Massi:heyNathanhowaboutwegowatchour

ownactionmovietogetherwhilethegirlsgo

backhomebecauseAngelaisnotfeelingwell



Nathan:Iknowsheisnotsick,it’scooltheycan

gohomeIdon’twannawatchboringcartoons

anyways

Thewaiterpackedtheirmealwhiletheboys

finishedup

Massi:callhim

Hesaidtoher

Lwazi:Iwasthinkingofrequesting

Massi:I’m notlettingmygirlsgetintoa

stranger’scaratthistimeofthenight.Socall

him nowwhilewewaitwithyouguysourmovie

doesn’tstartforanhouranyways



Lwazinoddedandpickedupherphoneshe

settledforatextinsteadandBanzireplied

sayinghewillbetheresoon

Lwazi:Itextedhim he’llbeheresoon

Henoddedandcontinuedeatinghispizzawhile

chattingtoNathanwhowasratherhappytobe

watchinganactionmovieforachange

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Banzipulledovernotfarfrom thefoodcourt

entranceandtextedLwazitoletherknowheis



outside

Afewminutespassedandhesawthem

walkingtowardsthecar

HeopenedthedoorforAngelafirstandbuckled

herupinhercarseat

HeopenedthedoorforLwaziwhogotinand

satdown

HeturnedtoMassi

Banzi:whathappened?

Massi:theydidn’tfeellikeactionandAngela

certainlymissedyousomeandthelittleman

aregonnastayandwatchthemovieinstead



Banzi:Owhokay.Natyousureyoudon’twanna

comehome

Nathan:NopeUncleB,Icantmissoutona

chancetowatchanactionmoviethosegirls

lovetheircartoonsandweirdmoviesaboutgirls

whoarecryingfornothing

Theguyslaughed

Banzigavehim asqueeze

Banzi:IguessI’llseeyouafterthemoviethen

Nathan:Laterbigguy



Thefistbumpedandleft

Banzigotinanddrovethecarinsilence

AtLwazi’sapartment

Sheplacedthetakeoutsonthecounterbefore

goingupstairs

BanzigotinwithAngelainhisarmstalkingnon

stopandaskinghim questions

Angela:atschooltheysaidwemustdrawa

familypicture,Iaskedmamatohelpme.Put

medowndaddy

Heputherdownandsheranupstairstoher



room probablytogetherpaintingtoshowhim

Hepackedhisdrawingboardandsketches

awaybeforetheygetmessedup

“WhereisKat?”

Banzi:Idon’tknowshesaidshewasgoingto

herapartmenthoursago

Lwazinodded.Sheknewthat’stheonlywayhe

wasabletocomeherewhensheisnotaround

Lwazi:areyousleepingover?

Banzi:yeahIwill



ShenoddedandleftforthekitchenasAngela

camebackwithafoldedpaper

Shehandedittohim.Itwasnotaprettypicture

butonecouldseethefamily

Angela:that’sme,mama,Nathanandyou

daddy

Hesmiledalittleatleasthewasstillinthe

familydrawingsofhisdaughter

Lwazi:Wantsomepizza?

Banzi:yeahIthinkwewouldlovesome,right

Angel?



Angela:daddyyoudon’thavepizzait’smine

andmommy

Banzi:ohreallynow,soyounotgoingtoshare?

SheshookherheadNo

Banziplacedhishandonhischestpretending

tobefeelingpain

Lwazi:babyIalwaystellyouthatyoumust

sharenowlookdaddyisinpainbecauseyou

won’tsharewithhim

AngelalookedatBanziandplacedhertinyhand

onhisforehead



Angela:nopeheisfinemama

Shesaidwalkingaway,Banzijustlaughed

becausethewholethingwastoofunnyforhim

tokeepastraightface

Lwazi:comethereisalotofpizzaheredon’t

listentoher

Hefollowedhertothetableandtheystarted

eating

Banzi’sphonerangandheplaceditonsilent

andputithisjacket

Lwazi:shewillbeworriedjustanswer



Banzi:notrightnowI’m herewithyouguysI’ll

gotohertomorrow

Shenoddedandfinishedoffherpizzathen

packedupthedishes

Letmegogiveherabathandgetherreadyfor

bed

Lwazi:shesleepsat8soit’sstillearly.Butyou

cangiveherabathandthenwewillwatchher

favoritemoviejusttopasstime

AtKatlego’sapartment

Shegotoutofherroom nakedlookingdrained.

Helegswerejellybutshewasthirstysoshe



neededwater

Acallcamethroughherphone

Kat:hello

Seer:thegodsarehappywithyoursacrifice

Kat:whatsacrifice?

Seer:thefreshbloodyougavethem

Kat:Ijustgavehim sexthat’sall

Seer:itseemsasthoughyouwerepregnant

andthatchildwastakenasasacrifice



Katstoodstillfrozentooneplace

Kat:pregnant??!!

Therestofthereplydidn’tmakesensetoher

asabuzzingsoundfilledherears

ShehaslosttheonlyholdshehadoverLubanzi

theonlywayshecouldhavehim forever

Shelookedbackatthestaircaseanddropsof

bloodmadeatrailtowhereshewas

Sheneededtogettothehospitalsoon

Shewentbacktotheroom withbloodstill

flowingdownherlegssheworejusther



underwearandhideverythingthatshewas

usingthenshemadeherwaydownstairsto

whereshewasstanding

ShedialedBanzibuthedidn’tpickup

Herbodygotweakerasmorebloodgushedout

Shecalledanambulancewiththelaststrength

inher

Aftersayingwhosheisandwheresheisshe

felldownonthefloor

AtVee’shouse

MrDubejustfinishedhelpinghiskidswith

homework



Nomawalkedovertothem toletthem know

dinnerwasready

MrDube:packyourthingsguys,washyour

handsandthencomedownfordinner

Thekidsdidastoldandpackedtheirthings

Nomaarrangedthetableplacingeverything

MrDubelookedattheTablesettingandnoticed

thatonepersonwasmissing

MrDube:Noma,youarejoiningusright?

Noma:ChaBaba.Ineedtogotochurchtonight

tovolunteer

MrDube:youcan’tcookandnoteat.Sitdown



fordinnerandI’lldriveyoutochurch.I’lleven

volunteertodowhateveryouaredoing

Noma:(laughing)mopfloors?HayiIdon’tthink

so

MrDube:Iwilldoit

Noma:nosirit’sokayI’lleatwheninroom

whenIcomeback

MrDube:forcallingmesiryouaresittingdown.

ItoldyoutocallmeKhulekani

Nomatriedtofightbutthekidscamedownand

joinedthem shegotherplateandsatdownwith

them andate



Khulekani:let’seat

Thefoodwasnothingfancylikewhathiswife

cookedwhenshelivedwiththem butit’swhat

hehadbeenlongingforforalongtime

NomadishesupforKhulekanibeforedishing

upforherselfandthenthekids

Insuchaspaceoftimeshehastaughtthem so

much.Ruleslikenophonesonthetableduring

dinnerandallowingtheelderstodishupfirst

beforejumpingintodishup

Itwasaworkingsetupandrule.Hisdaughters

werehappyey



Afterdinnertheyallgotinthecarandleftfor

church

Thekidsseemedtobeinterestedingoingto

churchmorethantheyusedtobefore

Khulekani:weh!Nomakuyenziwanikulelisonto

lakhozajabulakangakainganezami?(Noma

what’shappeningatyourchurchthatmakesmy

kidshappy)

Noma:Luthoyazimnu....Khulekani

Khuelekani:ngifunaukuzibonela

Heparkedoutsidethechurchandeveryonegot



out

Khulekani:whoisyourpastor?

Noma:PastorJacobswhy?

Khulekani:thebuildingisreallybigeventhe

yard

Noma:ohjah,theyhavesheltersforhomeless

people.Theyhaveahospitaltoobutit’snot

hereit’sjustalocalclinichere

Khulekani:wowthat’sgood.Heisdoing

somethingforthecommunityatleast

Noma:yeahthat’swhyIchosetostayeven



aftermymotherpassedon.Thatmanadmitted

herintohishospitalforfreebecauseIcouldn’t

affordtopayforhersurgeryhegavemymother

afightingchance

Khulekani:Ican’twaittoseethemanyouspeak

sohighlyoff

Noma:youwouldn’teventhinkheisthepastor

whenyouseehim

Thekidsrantothechildren’splayareawhile

NomaandKhulekaniwalkedtowardsthe

peoplewhowerealreadytheregatheredaround

inacircle

Zack:soIdecidedtoregisteracleaning

companyforthechurchanditwillbehiring



membersofthecommunity,hopefullywecan

getatendertoworksomewhereandpeople

canstartgettingpaid.Butfornowtheonlyjobs

thatareopenareforcleanersatthehospital

sincewelaidoffthecompanythatwasworking

there.Itwasn’thiringpeoplefrom thechurch

andcommunitylikewehadagreed

Elder1:willyouholdinterviews?

Zack:yesbuttheyarenotgoingtobeharshit’s

tofindoutwhatkindofapersonyouarebut

unfortunatelyifyouhaveanunderlyingsickness

likearthritisorpneumoniayouwillnotbehired

ahospitaliscoldandyouwillbeconstantly

movingaroundandtouchingwatersooldage

peoplewiththosesicknessespleasedon’t

apply



Khulekani:isheseriousaboutthisorheis

tryingtogetpeopletocometohischurch?

Noma:heisseriousey,theyhavea

constructioncompanyithiredpeoplefrom

aroundthecommunity.

Khulekani:thisallsoundstoogoodtobetrue

Noma:stopbeingadetectiveabouteverything

Khulekani:usualityconquerstheminddarling

Zack:that’sallIwantedtosayweangerbackto

whateverweweredoing

Thegroupbrokeoffaspeoplestartedgoing



backtowhattheyweredoing

ZackwalkedtowardsNomaandKhulekanias

theyweretalking

Zack:SisNomakunjani?

Noma:ngiyaphilamfundisikunjani?

ShesaidBoeingabit

Zack:ngiyaphila.DetectiveDubehowareyou?

KhulekaniwassurprisedbythefactthatZack

knewhim evenbeforeheintroducedhimself



Khulekani:siyazana?

Zacksmiledabitbecausehegotthatalot

whenhecalledpeoplebytheirnamesor

surnames

Nomaexcusedherselfasthemenstarted

talking

Zack:nowe’venevermetbeforebutI’vebeen

expectingyou

Khulekani:expectingme?YouknewIwas

coming

Zack:yesbutIjustdidn’tknowwhenandwhen

IsawyouIgotarelief



Khulekani:howdoyouknowIam whoyouhave

beenexpecting?

Zack:youareadetectiveright?Andyour

surnameisDube,am Iwrong?

Khulekanishookhishead

Thereachedthedishingstationwherepeople

weregettingfood

Zacklookedateverythingandhelpedafew

peoplegettheirfood.Hespoketoafewof

them

Althoughhewasdressednicelyhedidn’tcare

ashestoodnexttosomepeoplewhoweredirty



Zack:youweretheleaddetectiveonMs

Qunta’scase,right?

KhulekanistoppedasZackstoppednextto

somewomanandachildandspoketothem

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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AtLwazi’shouse

Shehadjustfinishedmakingbreakfastforlil

familywhenBanzicamedownfullydressed

Lwazi:Ithoughtyou’dsitdownforbreakfast



Banzi:NoI’m not,howcouldyouletmesleep

overhereleavingmyfiancéathomealone

Lwazilookedathim wonderingwhatshedid

wrong

Lwazi:Banziwhat’sgoingon?

Heturnedtoherandhispupilswereverydark

Banzi:youwouldhaveanotherwomancryall

nightwhileyousmileandlaugh.IWASNOT

SUPPOSEDTOSLEEPHERE!!!

Lwazilookedatthekidsastheystoodatthe

topofthestaircasewhileBanziheldherneck



Lwazi:ifyouchokemeourchildwillalsodie

becauseofyou

Hisgriploosenedandhewenttopackhis

thingsandleftbangingthedoorbehindhim

Lwaziallowedthetearstofall.Howdidtheygo

tobedhappyandwakeuplikethis?Isit

becausesherefusedgivinghim sexlastnight

Shecrieduntilsmallarmswrappedaroundher

waistandlegs

Shequicklywipedhertearsandlookedatthe

kids

SheknewthatNathanunderstoodverywell



whatjusthappenedandmaybeAngeladidto

butatleastwithheritwillbeeasytogivehers

storyshewillbelieveinsteadofwhatshesaw

Nathan:I’m sorryma

Hesaidreachingforherfaceandwipingthe

tears

Angela:isdaddyamonster?

Angelaaskedbreakingtheice,Lwazicleared

herthroatnotknowingwhatshewillsay

Nathan:noAngelaheisnot

Angela:ourteachersaysifapersonmakes



anotherpersoncrytheyareamonster

Nathantookherarm andledhertothedining

table

Nathan:mommyiscryingbecausehedidn’t

wantdaddytoleaveokay

Angela:butwhydidheshoutatmommy?

Nathan:hewasn’tshoutingsometimesold

peoplespeaklikethat.Hewantedmom tohear

him

Angela:oh!!Pancakes!Yeyyy!!!

Shesaidclappingherhands



Lwazibreathedoutinreliefshewasglad

Nathanhelpedbuthowhewasreactingtothe

wholethinggotherworriedsheneedstohavea

talkwithhim

Atthehospital

BanziquicklyrushedinsideKatlego’swardand

shewaslyingtherecrying

Hewalkedtowardsherbedandheldherhand

Banzi:whathappened?

Kat:youwerewithherweren’tyou?



Hedidn’trespondshepulledherhandsaway

from him

Kat:whileyouwereplayingfamilyIlostour

baby!

Sheshoutedalittle

Banzi:how?Whathappened?

Kat:nowyoureallywanttoknowwhat

happened?

Banzi:babeI’m sorry

Kat:YOUTOLDMESHEISPREGNANTWITH

YOURCHILDYOYDIDNTEVENCAREHOW I



FELT

Banzi:Ididn’tthinkitwasaproblem because

shegotpregnantbeforewegotbacktogether

Kat:andthat’ssupposedtomakemefeelbetter?

HUH?!AREYOUHAPPYNOW?Ilostourchild.

Youwantedonewomantohearyouchildren

right?RIGHT?

Banzikeptquietjustlookingather.Shehas

neverseenKatsobrokenbefore

Kat:CONGRATU-fucking-lationsthenbecause

yourwishcametrue.Ilostmychildwhileshe

getstokeephers



Atarestaurantintown

Vanessalookedathermotherindisbelief

Vee:youarelettingherliveherlifelikeshedid

nothing?Ican’tbelieveyourightnowma

MrsJ:whatdoyouwantmetodoVanessa?

Herlawyer/friendhasalltheevidence.The

dealswemadewiththejudge.TherealDNA

resultsandproofthatKhulekaniwasinon

everything

Vee:thereareotherwayswecandothismaI’m

notgivingupuntilLwazipaysforkillingmy

father



MrsJ:whydon’tyougoaheadandstandonthe

tablesinceyouareshoutingforeveryoneto

hearyou?

Vee:I’vealwaysknownsheisyourfavoriteand

itbrokeyourheartthatsheturnedouttheway

shedidandallIeverdidwastopleaseyou.I

marriedKhulekanibecauseyoutoldmeIshould

andit’stheonlywaywecouldgetjustice.That’s

stillnotenoughforyoutolovemelikeheror

more.Shemadeyouawidowforfuckssake

Aslaplandedonherface

MrsJ:youwillnottalktomelikethat.Iam a

wellknownpastorandrightnowyouare

embarrassingme.Youwantpeopletohave

somethingtowriteaboutonthetabloids?Huh?

Don’tactlikeyoudidn’tenjoybeingmarriedto



Khulekaniyouevengavehim children

Vee:youknowma,mylifewasneverhowit

seemed.Livingwiththatmanwastorture.He

forcedmetogivehim thosekidsandIdid

becausethatwastheonlywaytokeepLwazi

inside.WhileyouwerediningwithJudgesand

wardens.IwasopeningmylegsforamanI

didn’tloveandgivingbirthtohiskids

MrsJ:weallhavetoplayapartinsomepoint

andmypartisover.Thejudgepassedawaylast

weekandthereisnooneelsewhowilllookat

thiscaseandagreetodothis.Andifthetruth

getsoutaboutwhatwedid.Wewillbeinjail

whileshecontinueslivingherlife.Wewillfind

otherwaystodealwithher

Vee:I’m wayaheadofyou.Iknewyouwere



growingsoftonhersoImademyownplans

MrsJ:doIevenwanttoknow?I’m donehereI’ll

seeyouathomeIhaveerrandstorun

ShelefttherestaurantleavingVeedialinginto

herphonebeforeleavingtherestauranttoo

AtZack’shouse

Zackjoinedhisuncleandfamilyfriendasthey

spokeaboutthecomingnegotiations

Uncle:Ijustdon’tunderstandhowLubanziis

marryingthiswomanwhileyousayhe

impregnatedawomanandsheisexpecting

quints



Zack:heisundersomedarkspellbutthereis

nothingIcanhelphim withandhehasmadeit

clearthatifwedon’twanttodothese

negotiationshewillgoaheadfindpeoplewho

will.Heevenhadtheballstotellmethatheis

notarealJacobsonlyhismom was

Uncle:whateverspellthisboyisunderheneeds

togetoutof

Zack:Ihavetriedhelpinghim.Itoldhim hewas

underaspellandheinsultedmetoapointthat

Idon’tthinkthingswillevergobacktonormal

betweenus.Heeveninsultedmywifebutit’s

fineI’lldothisforhim andthenI’m donewith

him Ijustgonnahelpthepoorwomanraise

thesekidsandifhewantstobeafatherhewill

beone



Uncle:Iam notgoingtonegotiateforLubanzi

lethim findpeopletodoitforhim.Ifhecanso

muchsayheisnotaJacobsthenlethim go

findhisfamilyandaskthem torepresenthim

Zacksattherelisteningtohisuncle.Banzihas

steppedonalotoftoesandthereisnowayof

comingback

Hehasprayedabouthissituationbutasweall

knowsometimesitseemslikeyourprayerisn’t

heardwhenitis

Atthehospital

Banzigotinafterspeakingonthephoneand

satnexttoKay’sbedholdingherhand



Banzi:Idon’tknowwhattodo.Ijustgotacall

from myuncle.Heisrefusingtoleadthe

negotiations

Kat:let’sforgetaboutthenegotiationsandjust

getmarried.Whatmattersisthatweloveeach

other,right?

Banzi:yeahbutwon’tyourfamilybeagainst

this?

Kat:Idon’tcareiftheydon’twanttocome

that’sfine.Ourmarriageisbetweenthetwoof

usanyways.Infactlet’sjustgotohomeaffairs

andsignanditwilljustbeacelebrationnext

week



Banzi:areyousure?Youwerereallylooking

forwardtothewedding

Kat:I’m sureI’llstillwearmydressnext

weekend

Banzi:okaythenletmemakecallsokay

Shenoddedashekissedhisforeheadand

walkedout

Thenursegotinandlookedather

Nurse:Itakeithetookthenewsbetterthan

anticipated

Kat:yeahhewasverysupportiveandweare

goingaheadwiththewedding



Nurse:girlyouarelucky.Mostmenwantto

havekidsoftheirownanditcouldbealife

changingthingtofindoutthewomanyouwant

tomarrywon’tbeabletocarryyourkidsever.

Butyoucanalwaysadoptey

Kat:yeahwewilladopt

Nurse:I’llseeyoulaterwhenIbringyourdinner.

Getsomerest

Kat:whenam Ibeingdischarged?

Nurse:tomorrowbutyouwillstillneedtotake

thingsslowey.Yourbodystillneedstorecover



Kat:I’lltry.YouknowIstillthinkthatyouwill

walkinandsaythedoctormadeamistake

aboutmywomb

Thenursesadlylookedather

Nurse:Ithinkyoushouldseesomeoneaboutit,

talkinghelpssometimes

Kat:Idoubtthat

Nurse:yesithelpedwhenIstartedworkingasa

nurse.Apatientdiedundermycareitwasn’tmy

faultbutitfeltlikeitbecausetheproblem was

themedicationbutIonlygaveherwhatwas

prescribedbythedoctor.Talktosomeone

aboutitsometimesmandon’tunderstand



Kat:I’llgetasecondopinionfirst

Nurse:youcandothatbutIstillsaytalkto

someone

Theirconversationwasdisturbedbyhermom

walkingin

K’smom:ohmybaby

Tearsflowedimmediatelyfrom Katlego’seyes

therewasjustsomethingaboutseeingher

mom that’smadehercry.Shehasn’tbeenable

tocryinfrontofBanziandnowshecancryin

hermother’sarms

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Atthehospital

K’smom:ubolelanghoreakekealefa

mokgadi?(Whatdoyoumeanhewon’tbe

payingyourdowry?)

Katkeptquietandlookedaway

Kat:lelapalahaehaletšehetsekamanoea

rona(hisfamilydoesn’tsupportourrelationship)

K’smom:kahoootlaufumanamahalantlele

hopatala?(Sohewillgetyouforfreewithout

payinganything)



Kat:stopmakingabigdealoutofthismama

K’smom:itisabigdealbecauseItoldour

neighborsthefamouspastoriscomingtomy

housethisweekendformakgadiandnowyou

wantmetochangemystatement

Kat:ifthemakgadiisthatimportanttoyouthen

hewillgetpeopletocomethisweekendbut

forgetaboutthefamouspastor

K’smom:whuuuhayiokaybutareyouokay?

Kat:nomme.ThedoctorsaysImaynot

beabletohavechildrenever

Hemom lookedather



K’smom:whatdidLubanziday?

Kat:Ididn’ttellhim.HowwillIstart?Thisman

isrichma.ThemoneyIhavebeensendingyou

everymonth?Igotitfrom him.Mybusinessis

notdoingwelloverseasthat’swhyIcameback

Hermothersatdown

K’smom:youwillnottellhim.Marryhim and

thenwhenhewantsachildplayalonguntilhe

suggestsyouseeadoctorandthedoctorwill

tellyouboththenandyouwillhavetopretend

youdidn’tknow

Kat:Idoubthe’lleverwantachildwithme.His

babymamaispregnantwithhissecondchild



K’smom:letherbethebabymakingmachine.

Onceyouhavetheringyou’llcontrolhisempire

Kat:Ihateherma.OnedayBanzimightleave

meforherandIwillhavenothingelsetohold

him with

K’smom:justmakesurethatyouget

somethingfrom thismarriageifiteverends.

That’showIgotthehouseIliveinnowfrom

youryourfather.

Katjustlistenedtohermotherasshekept

goingaboutwhatsheshoulddo

Shereallywantedtobecomfortedbyher

motherinsteadofbeinggivenalectureabout



howtogeteverythingafterdivorce.Sheisnot

evenmarriedandyethermotheralreadygiving

hertipsaboutdivorce

Banzicamebackwithablanket

Kat:Ididn’tknowyouleft

Banzi:decidedtogiveyouandyourmom some

space

Kat:shewantsthenegotiationstogoondoI

don’tknowwhoyouwilltaketonegotiate

Banzi:IaskedtheLukhelebrothersandthey

agreed



Kat:finallyyouaregivingyourrealfamilya

chance.Thisisthetimewhereyouseewhois

realonyoursideandtheLukhelebrothersjust

provedtomethattheyarethefamilyworth

beingin

Banzinoddedhewasn’tabouttostartthisfight

withher

It’shardenoughthathehastogovisithis

fatherthat’stheonlywayhegotthebrothersto

agreebyagreeingtogoseeLukhelesenior

AtLwazi’sapartment

ShelookedatMassiashesatnotfarfrom her



Lwazi:somycompanyisregistered?

Massi:yepnowyoucanstartwithyouphaseon

ofthebusiness

Lwazi:doyouthinkpeoplewilltrustmethough

Massi:Lookingathow youweresofocusedon

howtheinteriorshouldlooklikeyouaregoing

tobethebestinteriordesigner.Idon’teven

knowwhichcolorsarewarm andwelcoming

Lwazi:I’llteachyoudon’tworry

Massi:IguessI’llalsoteachyoumysideoflife

Lwazi:ainoI’m good.Yourjargonisalot.They



wayyallalwaysspeaksectionwhatwhaton

whatwhatstatesthatblahblah.I’m finewith

thenormallanguage

Massi:lookatyoudissingmyhustle

Lwazi:I’m sorry.Sodidyoumakepartner?

Massi:Idon’tknowyetI’llknowbyMondaythis

comingweek

Lwazi:I’m sureyou’llmakepartner.You’ve

solvedsomanybigcasesforthatcompany

Massi:IjusthopeI’llgetagoodstake20%

minimum



Lwazi:beggarscan’tbechoosers.Evenifthey

giveyou,10%takeit.Anempireisnotbuildin

oneday.Evenabricklayerneedstotakeone

brickatatime.Ifyourejectitdon’teventhink

aboutcomingbackhereuntilyouhaveyour

headchecked

Massi:wowI’llacceptevenifit’s1%

Lwazi:good.Amandainvitedmetohelaunch.

Wannatagalong?

Massi:ifrathernot.Thewoundisstillfresh

Lwazi:arghman.It’sokayey.Idon’tthinkI’llgo.

I’m gainingweighteverydayandmyfeetare

gettingswollenIwon’tbeabletoweara

cocktaildressoranytightdressforthatmatter



Massi:thenit’ssettledwewillallstayhome

andbingemovies

Lwazi:wherearethekids?

Massi:Angelaiswatchingcartoonsonmy

laptop.Nathaniseitherplayinghisplaystation

orheisdoingMaths

Lwazi:haveyounoticedhelikesnumbersalot?

Massi:yep,heissmartforhisownage

probablyhasahighIQthanmeeven.

Lwazi:Ineverlovedmathsinschool



Massi:thenwhodoeshegetitfrom?

Lwazi:hisfatherIguess.Hewasanaccountant

beforetakingoverhisfather’schurchwhichmy

mom isrunningis.Heusedtobalancehis

booksonhisownneveraskedanyone.I

rememberheoncehiredaclerkduetohisbusy

schedule.Whenhelookedatthebooksafter2

monthshewassoangryandredidthem

himself

Massilookedather.Thiswasthefirsttimehe

everspokeaboutNathan’sfather

Lwazi:IguessNathanwillbeanumbersguy

Massi:everthoughtofwhatyou’lltellhim when

hegetsolder?Ifheeverasksabouthim?



Lwazi:heknowswhathappened.Ithinkyouare

rightwhenyousayhehasahighIQ.ButI’m

preparedtogivehim theproofIncasesomeone

plantsseedsofdoubtinhismind

Massi:youareastrongwomaney.Notmany

womencanraiseachildwhoisaproductof

rapeandlovethem thewayyoudo

Lwazi:Itendtofocusmoreonhim thanhowhe

wasconceived

Lwaziwasalsosurprisedbyhoweasyitwasto

speaktoMassiaboutthis.

Lwazi:I’veneverreallyspokeaboutthisto

anyoneelsebesidesacounselorthatvisited



prison.RazorandMa-A

Massi:Razoryourgirlfriend?

Lwazi:(laughing)heyihowdidyouknowthat?

Massi:IhadtofindoutwhyaLeratowas

gunningforyouthismuchandRazorcaneupin

mysearch,haveyouvisitedhersinceyoucame

out?

Lwazi:IdidvisitheruntilBanziblewmeoffmy

feetandIdidn’twanttorubitinRazor’sface

thatIhavemovedonwithaman

Massi:howwasthesexI’vealwaysbeen

curioustoknow?



Lwazi:staycuriousI’m nottellingyouthat,Ihad

todowhatIhadtoinordertosurviveprison

andRazorwasmyonlyway.Insteadofbeing

forcedtobeherbitchIbecameonevoluntarily

toavoidbeingtraumatized

Massi:Igetyouey.Unlikemenit’sactually

betterforyouguysinside

Lwazi:notreally.Thingsusedtohappento

otherwomeninside.Awomancanmolest

anotherwomanandforcethem tobetheirbitch.

Beinganotherwoman’sbitchmaybeless

painfulthanbeinganotherman’sbitch.

Anywaysweshouldn’tbetalkingaboutthisthe

kidscouldwalkinanytime



Massi:yeah,youareright.Isiphotellsmeyou

guysaregoingtoyourmom’sconference

Lwazi:morelikesheisforcingme.Apparently

mymom wantstoFormanalliancewiththeir

churchsosheinvitedIsiphotoattend

Massi:yourmom issneaky

Lwazi:probablywantstosharethegoodwork

thatZackandIsiphoaredoingjustsoshecan

getthespotlight

Massi:Zackdoesn’tlikehersoIdoubthewill

everagreetoanalliance

Lwazi:Ihopesobecausemymom’schurchis



thatchurchthattakesawayfrom you.Expects

youtopayyourtitheswiththeonlymoneyyou

haveallinthenameof“Godwillprovide”.

Massi:that’swhyIdon’tgotochurch.ButifI

everdecidetogo.IwillgotoZack’schurch.At

leastwithhim youcanseewheretithesgo.I

wasregisteringacleaningcompanyforthe

churchnotdolongagohewanttohirepeople

from thecommunityandthosewhovolunteer

tocleanthechurch

Lwazi:it’struewhentheysaynoteveryoneis

calledintothekingdom ofGod.

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Katsatwithhermom inherroom asthemenof

thefamilyweretalkinginthelounge

Heheartwasbeatingfast.Anythingcango

wrongtodayandshecouldn’taffordthat.Her

mom wouldbesodisappointedinandsheis

notreadyfortheinsults

Shestoodupandlookedoutthewindow.The

yardwasbusypeoplewereoutsidejustsitting

waitingforthenegotiationstoend.Thewomen

werecookingoutside.Hermom reallywentall

outwiththisey

Kat:sowhat’sgoingtohappenafterthe

negotiations?

K’smom:Imanagedtoconvincetheeldersto



allowustotakeyoutoyourin-lawstomorrow

andthenyouguyscanhaveyourweddingnext

weekthen

Kat:OwhgreatbecauseIdon’twanttobeaway

from Lubanzi

K’smom:dotworrybaby,thegiftsarereadyfor

tomorrowandyou’llbegone.Backtoyour

house

Kat:Ican’tbelieveit’shappeningmme.I’m

gettingmarriedfinally

K’smom:Ialwaysknewthatyouandthatboy

weremeanttobefrom themomentyoutoldme

abouthim duringyouruniversityyears.



Kat:everythingwassoeasyback

K’smom:thingschangebaby.Justbegladyou

guysfoundyourintoeachother’slivesnot

manypeoplegetthat

Katlego’sthoughtsdriftedoff.Theydidn’treally

findtheirwayintoeachothersheplacedherself

inhislife.Followedhim tothemallmadesure

tobumpintohim.Istherelovestillthere?Not

reallyhewasmovingonandshewaslosing

him hencetheseer

Ifonlyshehadknownshehadhim butjusthad

togoandofferherselftothedevilwhotook

everythingfrom her

Herphonedbeepedindicatingamessage.It



wasanemailnotification

“Heylove

Beentryingyournumberformonthsnow.I’m

worriedaboutyousoI’vedecidedtocometo

SouthAfricaI’llbeflyingintomorrow

Ihopeyougetthismail

Love “

Herhandsstartedshaking

Shesatdowntryingtobreatheinandoutbutit

suddenlyfelthot.Eventheclothesshewas

wearingsuddenlyfeltheavy



Hermom lookedatherasshefannedherself

tryingtogetair

K’smom:Katlego’shoetsahalang?(What’s

goingon)

Katsattherenotsayinganythinghermindhad

justwentintoablankstate

Heruncleopenedthedoor

Uncle:bannabaobabatlahobonamonyaluoa

oabona

Hermotherturnedtotheuncleandnodded

Heleft



K’smom:youneedtofixyourdoekandgoout

there

ShesaidbutKatstilldidn’tmovesosheshook

her

K’smom:hellaKatlegopeoplearewaiting

Katstoodupandfixedherdoekbeforeleaving

theroom

AtBanzi’shouse

Lwaziknockedonthedoor,musicwasplaying

sosheopenedthedoorandletherselfinwith

thekids



Thesmellofcigaretteledhertothemenwho

weresittingindiningroom havingdrinksand

smokingciggas

Sheinstructedthekidstogobacktothe

kitchen

WithAngela’sasthmatheenvironmentwasnot

goodforher

Oneguysawherandheturneddownthemusic

Khona:heyhi.Whoareyou?

Lwazi:I’m NolwaziI’m lookingforLubanzi

Theotherslookedather.Shewasbeautiful

althoughshewaschubby



BeforeNkosikhonacouldwalkinLubanzicame

down

Banzi:Lwazi?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Themusicwastotallyoff

Lwazi:Iwantedyoutolookmeintheeyesand

tellmeyouarereallygoingaheadwiththis.You

arereallymarryingher

Banzi:Iam marryingher.What’sgoingon?I

thoughtwewerecool

Lwazi:cool,howcouldIbecoolwhenI’m stuck

pregnantwithquintsIdon’tevenhowI’m going

totakecareof?



Banzi’seyeswerewideopensherealizedshe

hasjusttoldhim thenumberofkidssheis

carrying

Banzi:Quints?Areyousure?

Lwazi:yesIaskthedoctoreverytimeIgofora

checkupthinkingtheywillsayitwasamistake

it’sjustonekidbutnopetheanswerisstill5.I

am gainingweighteverydayandIbelievethis

maybethelasttimeyouseeme.Thedoctor

saidIshouldtakethingsslowsoIgotyoua

newPA,agayguylikeKatrequested.

Banzi:whendidyoufindout?

Lwazi:it’sbeenawhilenow.Ijustwantedtolet



youknowbecauseevenafteryouandyour

fiancéinsultedmeandblamedmeforher

miscarriageyoudeservetoknowhowyourkids

aredoing.I’m justsadthatyouthinksheisstill

theperfectwomanforyouwhenshehasmixed

yourlifeupandremovedtheonlypeoplewho

wereinyourlifeinyourtimeofneed.No

offensetoyourbrothers(shesaidgivingthem

aglimpse)you’vebeenwithZackyourentirelife,

youdidn’thavetopushhim asidejustbecause

you’vedecidedtoreunitewithyourbrothers.

Anywomanwhodividesinsteadofbuildingisa

stupidwomantheBiblesayssothat’s

somethingyouknow.Agoodwifewould’ve

broughtyourbrothersintoyourlifewithout

destroyingrelationshipsbutinsteadbuildanew

one.I’m sadthattheloveyouoncehadfor

Angelahaschanged.Inmyeyesyouwerethe

perfectfatherbutnowIdon’tknowwhatyou

are



Banzi:justacceptthatI’m marryinganother

womanwhoisnotyou.AtpearswithKatIwon’t

sleepwithherwiththeknowledgethatsheisan

exconandamurderer

Thebrothersgasped

Lwazilookedathim

Lwazi:I’m proudofwhatorwhoIam.AtleastI

killedthemanwhorapedmeandgotridofhim

forgoodsohewon’thurtanyothergirl.I

toleratethatmanfor2yearsandwhenIfinally

hadenoughIkilledhim.Atleastwithmeyou

would’vesleptwithadevilyouknewunlikethe

oneyouaremarryingnow.Doyouknowher?Or

youarejuststuckonwhoshewasyearsago.



I’dlikeforyoutostayawayfrom meandthe

kidsandthequints.Youaredeadtothem

Banzi:Iam amanIcanmakeasmanykidsasI

want.Katwillbearmemorechildrenjustlike

youaredoingpityyouwillnevertastemarriage.

Whowouldwanttomarryyouwith6kids?I

alsowouldn’t

Lwazislappedhim beforeturningbackand

walkingoutwiththekids

Khona:thatwasnotcoolbro.

Banzi:stayoutofit

Khona:doyouknowwhatIwoulddotohavea



womanliketheonewhojustwalkedoutofhere?

I’dkilltohaveher.Sheisgoingtobearyou5

kidsandyouareactinglikeanidiot

Banzi:KatlegolostourchildtoowhileIwas

busywiththatwoman

Khona:andyouwanthertolose5

Banzi:Massiistakingcareofher

Theirbrothersshooktheirheadsandcontinued

drinkingtheirdrinksandlisteningtomusic

Lwazigottoherhouseandchilledwiththekids

justtopasstimewhilewaitingforMassito

arrive



Sheknewitwaswrongtoevengotherebutshe

stillwentthereandshegotwhatshedeserved

andmore.Banziwasnolongerthemanwho

madeherpregnantandit’stimesheaccepts

thatandmoveone

Sheplacedstooduptogotakeashowerand

getreadyfortheconference.Althoughshe

wasn’tlookingforwardtoitbutjustbeingbusy

withsomethingwasbetterthanbeingathome

thinkingabouteverything

Fewhourslater

LwaziandIsiphowalkedtowardstheirseats.

Lwaziwasalreadytiredofhavingtostopand

smileastheygreetpeoplealongthewayto



theirseats

Isiphowaswellknownamongstthecrowdso

yeah

Whentheyfinallyreachedtheirseatsshesat

downandbeganeatingherjunk

Isipho:I’m sorryforthat

Lwazi:youowemebecausemycheekshurta

lotrightnow

Isipho:Ialreadyowedyousoit’smatterofan

increaseinmydebt

Lwazi:IcouldbehomesleepingbuthereIam

instead



Isipho:canyouatleastpretendtolikebeing

here.It’sjustabookrelease

Lwazi:Iknow“theaftermath:findingpeace”

Isipho:forsomeonewhodoesn’tlikethis

womanyousureknowwhatsheisupto

Lwazi:it’ssosadthaty’allarefascinatedby

beingherewhenthefirstbookwasaliethe

onlytruthinitishowIkilledhim andmy

sentencingeitherthatisalllies

Isipho:I’m notherebecauseIwanttobut

honoringaninvitationisagoodthingtodoand

that’swhatI’m expectedtodoasapastor’s

wife



Lwazi:youcould’vesentavoucherandrosesto

apologizeaboutnotcomingbysayingyouhad

anemergency

Isipho:lyingisnotgoodNolwazi

Lwazi:itsavesalotofpeople.Would’vesaved

methetripofcominghereagainstmywill

Isipho:yhoooIgiveuponyoushame

Thebandstartedplayingmusicfortheguests

astheywerepreparingforPastorJohnsonto

comeonstage

Isipho:andwearelate,theywereonateabreak



wemissedwhateveractivitiesweredoneearlier

Lwazi:sheisabouttotalkmos,Ibelievethat’s

whatwecameherefor

Isipho:hayiNolwazijustadmityoumadeus

late

Lwazi:Imadeusarriveattherighttime

“Ladiesintheroom welcomeyourhostPastor

Johnson”

Everyonestoodup.Lwazididn’tbothershejust

ateherchipslikenothingwasgoingon

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Isipho:couldn’tyoustandjustforafewminutes?

Lwazi:nope,thesekidsaretooheavy

Shesaidwithnocareintheworld

MrsJ:Goodeveningtoyouall.Iwasn’t

expectingsuchahugeturnout.Whenmy

organizerstoldmethatwearesoldoutIdidn’t

believeit.Iguessamidoubtedmyselftothat

point.Speakingofdoubtit’ssomethingthat’sin

eachandeveryoneofus.Idoubtedmyself

aboutreleasingthisbook,thefirstbookwas

released5yearsagoandI’m releasinganother

one5yearslater(laughing),thedoubtinside

meisthatbig.



Shemovedaroundthestageasshespoke

MrsJ:Iknowmostofyouareexpectingmeto

preachtodaybutI’dpreferifwespeakabout

thethingswegothroughdaily.Weneverget

anyoneofferingtolistentous.Mensaywe

complainslotsotheypretendtobelistening

whentheyarenotwhichmakesthem uselessin

termsofhelpingusandmakingusfeelbetter.

TodayI’m goingtoofferanear.Iknowthatit

maybescarytostandandspeakIfrontofalot

ofpeoplebutthat’sthebestthingaboutthis

platform youonlyknowthepeopleyoucane

withmostofthepeopleherearestrangersto

you.Youdon’thavetosayyournamewhenyou

sharemaybeyourstorymighthelpsomeonein

thisroom.

Manypeopleintheroom wereagreeingwithher



MrsJ:I’llstartsothatyouguyscanget

comfortable.OntheendI’llallowawomanof

Hodwhoisdoinggreatworkoutheretoshare

herstoryandwheresheisnow.Youcanstart

from wherethestorybeginsandthegoonto

theaftermath.

Shedranktookasipofherwaterandsatdown

onahighchairnotfarfrom theedgeofthe

stage

MrsJ:inthepastfewmonthsIfoundoutmy

daughtergotoutofprison(thecrowdgasped

andmadecomments).Iwassosurprisedto

hearthis.Iwenttothepolicestationtofindout.

Theytoldmeshegotoutonparoleforgood

behavior.AsIwalkedoutofthatstationI

questionedalotofthings.Didmyhusbandget



parole?Didshegivehim thechanceasshe

stabbedhim todeath?Heisnotherenow

becauseshefelthedon’tdeserveachanceto

livejustbecausehesaidit’sover.Ihatehim too

butnoonedeservestodie.Sheisoutlivingher

lifewhileIam stilltryingbecausebelieveme

eventhoughit’sbeen10yearsI’m stilltrying.

TherearedayswhereIjustwanttobealone

andjustcryespeciallyonhisbirthday,my

birthday,ouranniversaryandthedayhedied.

Allthosedaysarefullofsomanymemories.

Imaginehavingtoliveyourlifeknowingthathe

isnotheretofillthefloorwithrosesonyour

birthday,takeyouonavacationonour

anniversaryortellmeeverythingisgoingtobe

alrightafteralongbadday.Ifellinto

depressioninthefirstyear.InmybookI

describeindetaileverythingthathappenedand

howIhadtocontinuelivingwithoutmy

husbandaftermyowndaughtertookhim away

from me.Imadepeacewithmylifeeven



thoughI’venevervisitedmydaughterIalso

forgiveher.MaybeonedaywewillmeetandI’ll

letherknowthat’sIforgiveher.BecauseI’ve

acceptedthatIwillnevergetanapologyfrom

her.Sheneverwroteevenaletter

Apersonraisedherhandupfrom thecrowd

MrsJ:yes

“Howdidyougettoapointofforgivingher?”

MrsJ:itwashardI’m notgoingtolie.Ihadto

acceptthethingsIcouldn’tchange.Beingmad

atherwouldlastforeverwhichmeantI’m

delayingmyhealingprocess,makingthewound

bleedevenlonger.Iacceptedmyhusband’s

deathandworkedonmyselfeverydaytillI



foundhappinessfrom within

Theconversationsflowedintheroom as

peoplestartedsharingtheirstories.Lwaziwas

justsittingdownlisteningtoitalllikethe

womanonstagewasn’ttalkingaboutherasif

sheisastranger.Thepersonshedescribed

didn’tfeellikeher

SoonitwastimeforIsiphotospeak

SheheldLwazi’shandbrieflybeforestanding

up.Isiphowasworriedwithhowcalm Lwazi

looked

ShehuggedMrsJandtookthemicrophone

from her.

Isipho:wow,I’m standinghererightnowproud



ofthestrengththateachandeveryoneofyouin

thisroom possesses.You’veallgonethrough

theworstinlifeandyetyouarestillstanding

strongandareabletosmilelikenothingis

wrong.MylifestoryisknowyoumostIwould

lovetosharewithyoubutIwantustohearthe

storiesunheard.Icameherewithafriend.Ialso

don’tknowherstorythat’showsecretivesheis

I’m hopingshewillbewillingtosharewith

everyoneinthisroom becauseinmyeyesshe

isthestrongestwomanIknow.NolwaziQunta

pleasestandup

MrsJ’sheartpoundedasshelookedatwhere

Isiphowaslooking.Thereshewassitting

LwazigaveIsiphoaneyebeforestandingup

andtakingthemicrophone



Lwazi:Goodeveningtoyouall.Thispartof

tonightIwasn’texpecting.Ipredicted

everythingelsebutnotthispart.Shedoesn’t

knowmystorybecauseIdon’ttalkaboutit.

ShelookedatIsipho

Shemurmured“please”

Lwazi:butmaybeit’stimeItalkaboutit.My

nameisNolwaziQunta,I’m 29yearsoldbeenin

prisonfor10years.Manyofyouknowmeas

LucyJohnsonfrom mymother’sbookain’tthat

rightmother?

Shesaidlookingathermotherwhowassitting

onthestagelookinglikethebloodwasdrained

from herbody.Peoplestartedwhisperinginthe

room.Manywithjudgementalfacesasthey



lookedatLwazi

Lwazi:Iknowmostofyouhere,wanttocurse

andinsultme,that’sfine.Ialsowantedtocurse

whenIreadaboutLucy.Tomeshewasa

strangegirlIdidn’tknow,astranger.Iwouldtell

mystorybutwewouldneed14yearsformeto

shareeverything.

Shewenttothestage

Lwazi:howaboutahugmother?Forpeaceey.

Youdidsayyou’veforgivenmeright?Sohow

aboutweshowthattoeveryonethatyour

wordsareyourtruth

MrsJsatonherchairwithoutmoving



Lwazi:Ithoughtasmuch.IgotthenameLucy

becauseIwasn’twhiteenoughtofitinmy

mother’snewfamily.Shewasmarriedtoa

whitemanandIwasblackwithablackname

sowhenshechangedhersurnamesheadded

Lucytomine.Let’sfastforwardtowhenI

turned14andthemanIcalleddadwasno

longeradadbutsawawomaninme.Mybreast

weintheprocessofgrowingIwasatthe

adolescentstagehesawawoman.Iremember

whenhestartedIcriedandbeggedhim notto

doit.Hedidn’tlistenbutsatisfiedhimself.I

bledthatdaymother,yousawthesheetbutyou

stillbelievedhim whenhesaidIwaslying.You

wereoutonyourprayerswhilehetookmy

innocencefrom me.Heevenstoppedhidingit

from you.Irememberat15whenmyperiods

startedyoutookmetotheclinicforprevention

theygavemea3yearoptionandfrom thenhe

wouldleaveyouinyourbedroom andcomeinto

minetohavehiswaywithmeandyoukept



quiet.Youwouldwalkinonusandgopastus

likeitwasnothing.AftersolongIhadstopped

cryingbecauseifIdidorrefusedyouwould

beatmeupsayingI’m auselesschild.I’m

gonnastandhereinfrontofthesepeopleand

saythisIam notsorryforremovingamonster

from thisandpreventinghim from destroying

anothergirl.I’m notsorrymotherandInever

willbegivenachanceIwould’vedoneitsooner

insteadofdoingit4yearslaterattheageof18.

LadiesthisLucyJohnsonitwasapleasureto

bewithyou

ShehandedthemictoIsiphoandtookher

thingsfrom herseatandmadeherwayout.

Tearswereblurringhereyesasshewalked

thosewhowereloyaltoMrsJstillsidedwith

herbutmanyhadchanged.Thetearsintheir

eyesastheylookedatLwazitryingtofindher

wayoutofthatroom



Theatmospherehadchanged

Isiphodidn’tevenbothertospeakshejustleft

thestageandfollowedLwazi.Reading

somethingandhearingitfrom thepersonis

different.

Shegotinthecaranddroveout

Lwazi:whenIdon’ttalkaboutsomethingletme

beIdon’tlikethepositionyouputmeinand

don’teverdoitagainIonlyspokeoutofrespect

foryouandtheladieswhogenuinelyshared

theirpain

Isipho:I’m so....



Lwazi:Saveitbecauseyoudidthatonpurpose

Isiphokeptquietanddrove.Herheartwasfilled

withguiltandregretmaybeshewentaboutthis

thewrongwayshethoughttoherself.

ShedroveintoLwazi’splaceandshegotout

withoutsayingawordsandgotinsidethe

house

SatisfiedthatsheissafeIsiphodroveoutand

lockedthegate

Massi:backalready?

Lwazijustnoddedandwalkedpasthim



Heswitchedoffthelightsandfollowedherto

thebedroom

Massi:letmegogetyouwarm milkand

cookies,howaboutthat?

Lwazi:islovethatletmechangeintomy

sleepwear

Henodded,shelookedtiredthoughandhe

wasn’tgoingtopesterheraboutwhat

happened.Ifsheisreadytotalkshewilltalkto

him

Hewentbacktothebedroom seeingthatshe

wasn’tcomingdownhefoundhersittingonthe

bed



Mass:Lwazi,hereisyourtreat

Lwazi:thankspleaseplaceitonthesidetable

I’llgettoitjustnow

Shesaidlookingathertummy.Itwas

stretchinganditwasevidentthatshewould

havealotstretchmarksafterthispregnancy

Massi:havetheystartedkickingyet?

Lwazi:yeptheyhavebutIdon’tthinktheyhave

enoughspacetodoso

Massi:youwillbefinestopstressinghesaid

sittingnexttoher



Lwazi:pleasemakelovetome

Sheblurtedoutafterbeingquietforafew

seconds

Helookedatherasshelookedathim.As

temptingastheofferwasheknewit’snotwhat

shewantedbutratherwhatshethoughtwould

maskthepain

Massi:askmethatagaininthemorningandI’ll

doasyousay.Comelet’sgetintobedandI’ll

giveyoumyfamouscuddles

Shestoodupwithembarrassmentonherface

andlockedherselfinthebathroom.Banziwas

rightnomanwouldeverwanther.Onejust



rejectedherrightnow.

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#26

“Lastnightwasashowforsure.Idon’tknow

whattobelieveanymore”

“Comeon.Thatgirlisjusttryingtogetpeople

onhersidejustlikeshewantedtotakeherstep

fatherfrom hermother.Sies“

“SheisthedeviltryingtodestroyPastor

Johnson’slife”

“Shesoundedgenuinelastnight,howshe

spokeaboutthewholething.Maybeweshould



getmedicalrecordsthatwillprovethatshe

indeedhada3yearprevention”

“TrueIalsowanttoseetheproofbecausethe

proofthatshekilledamanisthere”

Lwaziscrolleddownonthecommentsandthen

loggedout

Shedidn’texpectanyonetobelieveherhence

sheneverwantedtospeakaboutitwithanyone

Shebreathedinandouttryingtocalm herself.

Lwazi:wehavetostaycalm andstressfreefor

thesakeofthekids

Shesaidplacinghebodybackonthepillowand



resting

Massiwalkedinandlookedather

Massi:canIhaveyourphone

Lwazi:(frowning)why?

Massi:I’m notgoingtoallowyoutoputthe

livesofmykidsatriskbecauseofsomepeople

whothinktheyhaveopinionsaboutyourlife

Lwazi:I’m notevenworriedaboutthat.Oneof

myparoleconditionswastostayawayfrom my

mother,whatifshereportsme?

Massi:shewon’tdothatandyouknowittoo



nowgivemethatphonebecauseI’m not

leavingherewithoutit

Shehandedthephoneovertohim

Heplaceditinhispockettogetherwithhisthen

satdowntakingherfeetgivingthem amassage

Lwazi:Ithinktheproblem aboutbeingpregnant

isthatonceyoufindoutyouareyousuddenly

seethechangesinyourbody,thetummygrows

biggerinamatterofdays

Massi:it’sjustyoupayingattentionto

everythingbecauseyouknowyouarepregnant

andyouexpectthenormalthingsthatcome

withpregnanttoapointthatyouevennotice

thenonexistentones



Lwazi:Iguessknowingistheproblem then

Henodded,althoughhegotanideaofwhat

happenedlastnighthewishedshecouldtell

him whathappened

Lwazi:Isiphocalledmeonstage,impromptu.

ToshareaboutmystoryandIsharedafew

partsofmylifeandthat’showweendedup

comingbackearlierthanintended

Massi:Owh,youshould’vejustsaidyouarenot

ready.Yourmom isgoingtousethistoher

advantage.Everyoneistalkingaboutitnowand

Ireallydotwantyouinvolvedinitforthesake

ofthosekids



Lwazi:Iknow.IwenttoseeBanziyesterday.He

toldmewheretogetofftoapointthatIwishI

hadn’tgonethere

Massi:whydidyougo?

Lwazi:IguessIwantedtogetmyclosure.I

wantedhim toreallytellmeheismarryingher

andthenmaybeIwouldbeabletomoveon.I

gotthatandmore.

Massi:youarenotforcedtomoveonjust

becauseheisgettingmarriedandbesides

movingondoesn’treallymeanhavingaman

too.Youcanjustmoveonfrom him butbe

singleandfocusonyourlifeandthekids.

Lwazi:that’smyplanfrom hereon.Iknowit



won’tbeeasyjustmovingonbutatleastI’ll

havesomethingtolookforwardtoeveryday

Massi:that’sthespirit,let’sgodosquats

Lwazi:Idon’tthinkIcan

Massi:aslongasyoucanstillwalkwewilldo

them whenthegoinggetstoughyouwilljustdo

meditation

Lwazi:Iknowyouwon’tletthisgosolet’sgo

Massi:damnrightIwon’t

Hesaidpullinghertowardsthepatiooutside



AtZack’shouse

Isiphosatatthediningtablestirringhercold

coffee,allthesethoughtsinherheadabout

howsheshouldn’thavedonewhatshedidlast

nightandhowithasbackfired

Shewasdeepinthoughtsthatshedidn’teven

hearZackgettinginthekitchenandgreeting

her

Helookedatherandinstantlyknewwhatwas

goingon.Thecompanywasalsoaffectedby

thispeoplearesayinghowcanprofessionals

hireanexcon,amurderasanassistanttoa

cooperateexecutive.HisPAhasbeen

answeringcallssincemorning



Hesatacrossherjustwaitingfortosnapoutof

theguiltandregret

Thenoisethekidsmadeastheycame

downstairssnappedheroutofit

Zack:yougood?

Sheshookherhead.Howcouldshebeokay

whensheplacedLwaziinsuchadifficult

positionshewouldn’thavewantedanyoneto

putherin

Isipho:IhatemyselfforwhatIdid

Zack:Iknowyoudo,I’m sureyoumeantwell



butattackingPastorJohnsoninpublicusing

Lwaziwasn’tagoodidea

Isipho:howcouldIhaveknown?

Zack:hadyoutoldmewhatyouwerethinkingI

would’veadvisedyouagainstit.

Isipho:Iwasjustangryabouthowshesatat

thatstageandfooledeveryone.Allthewomen

inthathalllookeduptoherforthewrong

reasons,shegainedtheirtrustthroughalie

Zack:andhowwillyouprovethat?Shehada

bestsellingnovelandreleasedanewonelast

nightwhichthismorninghassoldalotof

copies.Welldarlingyourlittlestuntgotpeople

towanttoknowwhat’sgoingtoapointthat



manywentforthefirstbooktoo.You’vejust

madeherevenmorerichandfamousandLwazi

won’tevenbeabletogotoamallwithout

havingpeoplepointingather,youknowshe

didn’twanttospeakaboutherpastbutyou

placedinthatsituationyou’vejustruinedyour

friendshipandifIwereyouI’dstayawayfora

fewdaystillsheiscalm andeverythingcalms

down.Nowifyou’llexcusemeIhavetogodeal

withthebadpressyou’vesuddenlyinvitedinto

ourcompany

Hewasangryatherforwhatshedid,asa

psychologistheexpectedhertounderstand

thatsomethingsonecan’tjustspeakabout

them openlyinaroom filledwithovera100

peopleandmanymorewatchingathomeand

followingonsocialmedia



Shekeptquietnotsayinganything,hewasright

butapartofherbelievedthatshedidtheright

thing

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#27

MassilookedatLwaziasshelaidasleep

Hewashappythatatleastshewillbestress

freeforawhileuntilshewakesup

Helookedatthearticlesthatwerewrittenit

wasn’tgood

Aknockonthedoordisturbedhisscrollonthe

comments

Heopenedandtheguysgotincarryingplastics

FollowedbyNtokozoWholookedreadytopop



Ntokozo:whereisshe?

Massi:sheistakinganaponthecouch

Sol:whathappened?

Massi:Isiphotookhertosomewomen’s

conferenceandthespeakerturnedouttobe

hermom andwhiletheyweretherewomenhad

tosharetheirstoriesandshedidsonowpeople

arebashingheronFacebook

Loyd:thiswholesetupisfuckedup.These

womenaredraggingher.Iwishshecouldjust

speakoutandtellthem herstorytoomaybe

them peoplewillreallybelieveher



Massi:sheisfightingapastor,afamous

novelistit’snotgoingtobeeasy

Loyd:Iknowitwon’tbe.WecanaskZackto

hostsomethinginhischurch,getthemedia

involved,doalivestream ofthewholething.

Shehasdothisnowwhileshestillcan

Sol:IagreewithLoyd,thatwomangotmillions

sellingaliesheisstillgettingmoremoney

especiallyafterthewholethingwithLwazi

peoplearebuyingtheoldbookmorethanthe

newone

Ntokozo:y’allcandebateaboutitit’sallupto

Lwazi.Ifshewantstodoitthenwewillsupport

herifshedoesn’twanttodothenthat’sfinestill



wewillsupporther

Massi:wewillwaittillshewakesuptheninthe

meantimelet’sbraaisomemeat

Ntokozo:I’llbejoiningLwazionhernap

Loyd:hawubabeyounotgonnahelpus

Ntokozo:withthistummyonthewaynopeI

can’t

Shewenttooneoftheguestroomsandslept

AtBanzi’shouse



Katlego’sfamilywasgatheredoutsidetheyard

singing

TheLukhelefamilywasinsidepreparingto

welcomethem insidetheyard

Katlego’smindwasfarawayfrom thiswhole

thing.Shehadaproblem todealwithitwould

ruinherlifeifshedidn’ttakecareofitsoon

Ontheotherhandshewasstillamazedatthe

revelationofLwazi’spast.Banziwould

definitelydespiseherrightnow.Shehaswon

afterallofthisbeinghiswifeisjustacherryon

top

Theywereusheredinsidetothetentandthe

giftingprocessbegan



Shewastiredbuthadtostaystrongtill

everythingwasdone

Banziwasseatingonachairwhileshesaton

theflooronagrassmatunabletolookupshe

hadtobowherheadasasignofrespect

Thedayfinallyendedmostpeopleweregone

andshewasfinallyalonewithBanziwho

lookedpreoccupiedforherliking

Kat:Ican’twaitfortheweddingday

Banzi:mmhhhhh

Kat:IknowwearegoingtosigntomorrowbutI

can’twaitfortheweddingdaywhereI’llwear



mydress

Banzi:yeahitwillbegreat

Hesaidfocusedonhisphone

Kat:what’sgoingLubanzi?

Banzi:nothingjustreadinganarticleonline

Kat:soyou’dratherreadanarticleinsteadof

payingattentiontoyourwife

Banzi:yesbecauseit’saffectingmycompany.

Kat:isthisaboutLwaziandherlies



Banzi:herlies?

Helookedatherwithaneyebrowraised.This

wasthefirsttimehelookedatherintheface

today

Kat:it’salllies,sheisattackingthatpoor

womanfornothing.ShekilledamanBanzi.

That’ssomeoneyoushouldstayawayfrom

beforeshedragsyourcompanydownwithher

Banzi:lies?Yousoundsosureandyouare

defendingawomanwhodefendedamanwho

abusedalittlegirlfrom theageof14tillshe

was18.4fullyearslivingwithherrapist,getting

rapedwheneverthatmanwanted

Kat:4yearsandshestillstayedanddidnothing.



Shewasenjoyingitandfellinlovewiththeman

andwhenhewouldn’tdivorcehiswifeforher

shekilledhim.Justlikethebooksays

Banzi:enjoyedbeingraped?Areyouawoman?

Doyouhaveanconsciousorempathyinyoufor

someoneelse’spain?Thatwomaniscarrying

mykidsandallofthisisnotgoodforherhealth

Kat:kids?

Banzi:yessheiscarryingquintsandrightnow

thisstressisgoingtogetherBpupandthat’s

notgoodforthebabies

Katsatdownonthebed.Theangerthatwas

buildingupinsideherwassuffocatingher.

Lwaziistakingherspotlightagain.Todaywas



supposedtobeabouther,justthisonce

Lubanziwassupposedtofocusonher

Kat:youaresoheartless,youknowthat?Ilost

mybabyjustlastweekandtodayyouare

rubbingitinmyfacethatyouareabouttohave

5kidswithanotherwoman.Youareso

insensitiveyouknowthat

Banzi:soIshouldn’tshowconcernthatImight

loseotherkidsagain.I’m sorryyoulostour

babybutI’m notgoingtobehappyaboutthe

possibilityoflosingmorekids

Shelookedathim withtearsinhereyes.She

lovedthismanbutifthisiswhatshehastobe

subjectedtothenshewillneverbehappywith

him



Kat:IwishshewouldjustdropdeadbecauseI

can’tbehappyjustoncewithoutherruining

everythingforme.Youwerewithherthewhole

nightwhileIalmostdiedbleedingoutlosing

yourbabyandtodayit’smyhappydayyouare

worriedaboutherwellbeing.Whycan’tyoujust

worryaboutmyhappiness?Foroncewhycan’t

youfocusonme?

Banzi:focusonyouandyourhappiness?Igave

mydaughtertoLwazitryingtomakeyouhappy.

LwaziisnotAngela’smotherbutshelovesher

likesheishers.Thatwasyourdutynothers.I’m

marryingyoubutyoucan’teventakecareofmy

child,youdon’tlovemeenoughtoacceptand

lovemychild.Thisrelationshipisaboutyou

takingandtaking.Younevergiveback.Allow

metoworryaboutmykidswhileyouenjoy

yourselfyougotme,isn’tthatenough?Isn’tmy



loveenoughforyou?I’llseeyoutomorrowat

themagistrate

Katquicklygotupandlockedthedoor

Kat:No!Youarenotleavingmeinthishouseto

gotoher.Wewillwakeuptogethertomorrow

andgogetmarriedandthenlookforwardtoour

weddingdaywhichI’m movinguptothis

weekend.YourpreciousLwaziandherkidswill

havetowait

Banzilookedatherandjustwenttothe

bathroom totakeashowerbeforegettinginto

bedsleepingleavingKatsittinginthedarklost

inaworldofherown

KatlookedatBanziashesleptunbothered.She



wonderedifallthesacrificesshemadewere

worthit.Sheusedeverythingonhim butno

matterwhathernamedoesn’tleavehismouth

Shefinallywenttobathandgotinbedbesides

him.Hopinghewouldinitiatesexsinceshegot

innaked

Banzi:thedoctorsaidyoushouldgiveyourself

timetoheal

Kat:comeonBanzi

Banzi:lalaKatlego

Hesaidturningtotheotherside

ForthefirsttimeshecriedbecauseofBanzi



andLwazi.

AtLwazi’shouse

Lwazisatattheedgeofthebedlookingat

Massiplayingwiththekidsonthemat

Shestillwonderedwhyherejectedherwhen

sheofferedherselftohim likethat

Massi:okaytimeforbednow

Nathan:butUncleM youpromisedmeagame

beforewesleep

Massi:butyouhaveschooltomorrowboy



Nathan:immediatelywhenIgethome

tomorrowweareplaying

Massi:yeswewillplay

Hetookthem totheirroomsaftertheyeach

gaveLwaziahugandakiss

Massi:thosekidsdon’twannasleep.Iplaced

Angelainherroom andtuckedinNathaninhis

buttheystartedspeakingtoeachotherfrom

theirroomsuntilAngelawenttoNathan’sroom

Lwazi:thosetwoarejustsomethingelseIgave

uponthem



Massi:yeahbutnowit’stimetotakecareofthe

mothernowI’m sureyouaretired

Lwazi:Iheardyouguystalkingearlier

Massi:ohaboutthat,itwasjustthoughtsyou’ll

makethedecision

Lwazi:givealegaladviceoranhonestopinion

Massi:Isaydoit.It’stimeyouspeakyourtruth

andforeveryonetoreallyknowwhathappened

toyou

Lwazi:Idon’tknowey

Massi:youronlychanceisnowwhilstpeople



arestilltalkingaboutit.Yourmom islivingoff

ontellingliesaboutyouit’stimeyoucallherout

you’vebeenquietlongenough

Lwazi:howshouldIgoaboutit?

Massi:Zackagreedtohostawoman’stalkat

hischurchthiscomingSunday.Itwillbea

platform foreverywomantohatetheirstories.

From rapetoabuseandanythingelsethatthey

gothrough

Lwazi:Idon’treallyliketalkingtoacrowd

Massi:youhavethewholeweektopractice.

Meanwhileletmelettheguysknowyousaid

yes



Hesentthemessagewhileshesatthere

lookingathim

Lwazi:whydidyourejectme?

Massiturnedandlookedatherplacinghis

phoneonthedressingtable

Lwazi:Idon’tunderstandyou.Wecuddleall

nightbutyoudon’teventrytokissmenorhave

secwithme

Massi:IonlysaidNolastnightbecauseIknew

youweren’tintherightstateofmind.You

wantedtomaskthepainwithsexyandI’m sure

youweregoingtowantmetoberoughabitso

thatyoucanfeelphysicalpain.That’swhyIsay

no.IalwayswanttotrysomethingbutIremind



myselfthatyouarenotmywomanandevery

morningIwakeupwithabonerbutI’m finewith

that

Lwazi:ifIaskyourightnowwhatwillyousay?

Massi:I’llsayNoagain.Let’swaittillyougive

birthandthenwewillbesureit’snothormones

talking

Lwazi:isitbecauseofmypast?

Massi:noit’sgotnothingtodowiththat.I

promisetogiveyouallthesexyouwantas

soonasyougivebirth

Lwazi’seyestwinkledabit.Massilookedather.



Heknewthatfaceshewasabouttocry

Hegotcloserandsmashedhislipsonhers

Theyweresoftasheimaginedthem tobe.

Soonshewasonherbedwhilehisbody

hoveredabovehertryingnotplacehisweight

onher

Lwazistartedtakingoffhisclothesandhedid

thesamewithher

Lwazi:mmmmhhhh

Thatsmallmoanmadeithardforhim tothink

straight



Theywerecompletelynakedwiththeir

breathinghigh.Theywerejustsecondsaway

from changingthenatureoftheirfriendship

Massi:Lwazilet’sstop

Shedidn’tlistentohim butinsteaddirectedhis

dicktoherentrance.Shewaswet

Massi:condom Nana

Lwazi:fuckMassiman

Thesensationshegotfrom brushingthetipof

hisdickonherclitmadeherloseallhersenses

anddirectedhim inside



Hegaveuponfighting.Atleasthewasclean

buthecouldn’thelpbutthinkofthekidssohe

wasgentleaspossibleashepushedthrough

herslipperywalls

Massi:ohfuck

Lwazi:mmmhhhMassi

Thewayshesaidhisnamewassodifferent

from thenormalwayandhewonderedifit’ll

eversoundthesametohim again

Hemaintainedasteadypaceashegaveher

halfstrokestryingnottogodeeperandfaster

Lwazi:goshMassiyouwon’thurtthekidsdoit



thesamewayyouwouldifIwasn’tpregnant

Massi:noI’llhurtthekids

Lwazipushedhim offherandhesatontheside.

Alittleembarrassedwithhowhewasacting

Lwazipushedhim downonthebedandgoton

top

Heslidherselfdown.

Lwazi:ifyoudon’tgivemethestrokesIdeserve

I’llkillyou

Massinoddedquicklybuthewaspartially

paralyzedbythefeelingofbeinginsideher.The



wayhewasgrindinghim.Itwasnotfastbutit

wasdeep.Heflippedheroverbecauseheknew

hewouldn’tbeabletopulloutinthatposition

Hegavegentledeepstrokewhichmadeher

moansoloudandherlegsvibrated.

Lwazi:ahhhhI’m gonnacomeMassi

Hecontinuedonthesamespottillshecame

andhepulledoutandcaneonherthighs

Onceheregainedhisstrengthhewenttogeta

towelandwipedhercleanbeforewiping

himselfandjoiningherinbed

TheyweresilentforafewminutesasLwazi



strokedhisarm andheranhisfingersthrough

hergrowinghair

Lwazi:Ineededthat

Massi:Iknow.Feelweird?

Lwazi:abouthavingsexwithyou?Nopenot

evenabit

Massi:samehere

Shelaidherheadonhischestandlistenedto

hisheartbeatlikeshealwaysdoeseverynight.

Itwasherlullabyandatthismomentherbody

wasrelaxedandreadytogotodreamland

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Thefollowingday

AtBanzihouse

Hisbrotherswereleavingthismorning

Khona:whereisyourwife?

Banzi:sleeping

Eldestbro:doesn’tsheknowabridewakesup

tomakebreakfast

Banzi:Aithatoneisamodernbride



Khona:Iguesswe’llseeyouatthemagistrate

forthesigning

Banzi:thanksguysforeverything

Eldest:youwenttoseeourfatherthat’sallhe

everwantedsoit’scool

Khona:andbesidesfamilyhelpseachotherand

Iforonedon’tlikewhat’sgoingonbetweenyou

andZack.Youbetterfixthings

Banzi:I’llsee

Youngest:canweleaveguysIhaveabreakfast

meetingthatI’m rushingtoo



Khona:weknowthereisnomeetingyoujust

wanttogetoutofhereZulu

Zulu:yeahIhatepretendingbecauseIknow

thisfamilyreunionisallabouthelpingyouguys

nothim.Tellhim youwanttolaundermoney

throughhiscompanyandstoppretending

Banzilookedatthe

Nkosikhonalookeddownbecausetohim it

wasn’taboutthat

Banzi:isthistrue?

Eldest:thankstoyournewwifewehavea

contractwithyourcompany.Soyeahyou’llbe



doingourbusiness

Banzi:Kat?How?

Eldest:sheplacedthecontractinyourpapers

knowingthatyouwon’tlookthroughifit’s

somethingfrom yourbrotheroryourPA

Banzisatdowntryingtocontrolthesudden

blackouthehad

Eldest:seeyoulaterbro

Nkosikhonajusttookhisthingsandleftsodid

Zulufollowedbytheeldestbrother

Banzisattherejustlookingintospaceastheir



wordssankin

Katwalkeddownsmellingfresh.Afewminutes

backhesworehewouldstrangleherifhesees

herbutlookingatherknowhisangerdieddown

Kat:morningbabe.Bythistimetomorrowyou’ll

bemyhusbandandI’llsaygoodmorning

husband

Banzi:Ican’twait.SoIhaveaprenupthatI

wantustosignbeforethemarriagecontract

Kat:yousayingitlikeit’sabusinessdeal.And

whydoweneedaprenup?

Banzi:becausethat’swhatIwant.Getyour



lawyertoreadthroughitandifyouarehappy

youcansignit

Shenoddedtakingthedocuments

Thisisnotthemorningtalkshehopedfor.She

hadexpectedbreakfastinbedasawayof

apologizingforlastnightbutsheisgetting

servedwithaprenup

Shereadthroughitherself

Kat:soifweeverdivorceIget10millionand

thishouse

Banzinoddedsippinghiscoffee



Banzi:butthemarriagemustlastayearatleast

foryoutogetthat

Shenoddedandsigned.It’smorethanshehad

hopedfor

Banzi:younotgonnatakeittoyourlawyer?

Kat:nopeI’m finewiththeconditions.Ihaveto

dashsomewherebeforewegosignthis

afternoon

Banzi:Iwashopingwecanspendthemorning

ineachother’sarmsjustdoingwhatabrideand

groom do

Shethoughtforawhilebeforenoddingher



head

Davidwilljusthavetowaitanotherday

Sheswitchedoffherphonebeforegettingon

hisbackastheywenttotheirbedroom

AtIsipho’shouse

Lwaziparkedoutsideandslowlygotofthecar

walkingtowardsthehouse.Herweightgain

wasgettingworse.Sheisalmost5monthsbut

shelookslikesheis7monthspregnantorat

leastthat’showitfeels

Isiphometherhalfwaytakingherpurseand

fruitbasketshewascarryingfrom her



Shedidn’tknowwhattosaytoLwazibutthe

smilegaveherhopethateverythingisokay

betweenthem

Shesatdownimmediatelywhenshegotinside

Lwazi:Ican’twaitforthem togetout.Ifit’snot

myfeetswellingit’smybodygainingweight.

CanyoubelievethatI’m on38now

Isipho:yetyoulooksobeautiful

Lwazi:I’m forcedtowearadressbecause

trousersfeeluncomfortable

Isipho:youareluckybecauseyoujustneedto

getto7monthsandafewweeksatleast



Lwazi:I’m surebythetimeI’m 6monthsI’llbe

asbigasanelephant.MaybeIshouldgoto

thoseweightshowsonTLC

Isipho:(laughing)girlthereisareasonforyour

weightgainanditwillstoponceitgetstothe

rightweight

Lwazi:youthinkso?

Isipho:Iknowso

Theykeptquietthesilencewascomfortable

though

Isipho:I’m reallysorryaboutSaturday,I



shouldn’thaveputyouonaspotlikethat

Lwazi:it’sokayI’m alsosorryformyoutburst.

It’snotamatterofnotbeingreadytotalkIjust

wasn’tpreparedandIhadlivedwithknowing

thatnoonebelievedmeanditwasokaysoI

wasscaredtoopenthatcanofwormsagain

andthat’swhathappenedwhenIdidbutatleast

thistimeIhavethesupportIneed

Isipho:yesyoudo.Iwantedyoutoleteveryone

knowyourstory.Everyonehasalwaysbeen

focusingonpraisingyourmom forherstrength

basedonliesit’stimepeopleseeyourstrength

andhowyousurvivedtherape,tookbackyour

power,lovedyoursoneventhoughhewas

conceivedthroughrape,survivedprisonata

youngagewhilepregnant.That’sthestrength

thatshouldbepraisednotyourmother’sfake



strength.

Lwazi:wellIguessitistimeey.That’swhyI’m

heretohelpyouwithyourplanning

Isipho:whoayoumeaneatwhileIplan

Lwazi:I’llgiveyoumyinputthat’ssomething,

right?

Isipho:mmmhhhhaiI’m finepregnantwomen

areundecided.How’sMassi?

From thementionofhisnameLwazi’sfacelit

up.Shecouldn’thelpbutblushthemangave

hereverythingshebeenwantingalmostthe

wholenightsheisevensurprisedshehadthe



strengthtodrivehere

Isipho:ohmyGodlookatyoublushing,what

didhedo?

Lwazi:girlthatmanhasagooddickgame.

Isipho:yhooogirly’allfinallydidthedeed

Lwazi:(laughing)finally.Hewasholdingbackat

firstbecausehethoughthewasgonnahurtthe

kidsbutwhenherelaxedhemademelosemy

mind

Isipho:(laughing)I’m happyforyou.NowIknow

wheretheglowiscomingfrom.Inoticedwhen

youwerecominginbutIdidn’tknowwhyyou’d



glowinthemidstofallthis.

Lwazi:IjustwishIwasfreetobewithhim.Like

itornotourrelationshipwillendbecausewith

the5kidsI’m abouttohavethat’smorethan

enoughforme

Isipho:andhewillwantafamilyofhisown.His

ownfleshandblood

Lwazi:yeahandthat’ssomethingIcannotgive

him butheunderstandsthatwehadatalkthis

morningafterourmorningglory.Hesaidit’s

okayheunderstandsandwilltrynottoget

attached

Isipho:that’sgonnabehardbecausehealready

isattachedtoyoubuthopefullyyouguyswork



somethingout

Lwazi:I’m surewewill

Atthemagistratecourt

Banzisatalongsidehisbrothersastheywaited

forKatlego

Hewasthinkingsohardabouthowhislifeis

abouttochangerightnow

Hisbrothersanduncleswerejusttalkingabout

whatevertopicthatcameintotheirminds

Zulusatnexttohim



Zulu:areyousureyouaremarryingtheright

bride?

Banzi:yeah...sheistheone

Zulu:Iknowyoumightwanttodistance

yourselffrom thatotherladybecauseofthe

badpublicitybutIstillthinksheistherightone

foryounotthisone

Banzi:IappreciateyourconcernmanbutI’m

contentwithwhatI’m doing

Zulu:isyourbrothercoming?

Banzi:Zack?(Zulunodded)nahheisnot



coming

Zulu:yourfriends?

Banzi:theyarenotcomingeitherit’sjustme

andyouguys

Zulunodded,itwasalmosttimeandKatlego

andherfamilyandfriendsarrivedjustontime

Itwasnotalongorbigweddingdressbutshe

lookedperfectandbeautifulthathesuddenly

becamenervous

Theirnameswerecalledinandtheywentinside

AtClearwaterhotel



Davidspokeonthephonewhilehefinished

dressingup

David:whatisshedoingatthemagistratecourt?

Voice:Idon’tknowbutmyguessisthatsheis

gettingmarried

David:gettingmarried?Whatdoyoumeanshe

isgettingmarried?Thatwomanismyfiancé

Voice:lookmanIdidwhatyouaskedandI

foundhershejustarrivedandwentinsideshe

lookslikethebridetome

David:sendmetheaddressIwanttoseeitfor



myself

Hedroppedthecallandkickedachairnotfar

from him

Katwasnotabouttodothistohim.Yestheir

businessisnotgeneratingenoughmoneybut

it’ssomething

Hesatdowntryingtocalm himself

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#29

Outsidethemagistratecourt

Davidparkedhiscarandgotoffwalking

towardstheentrance



Thesecuritydirectedhim onwherethe

weddingsarebeingofficiated

Heopenedthedoorandstoodatthebackjust

lookingatKatstandingthere

Everyonewaslookingathim wonderingwhohe

is

David:I’m sorryforbeinglate

HesaidwithhisweirdAmericanaccent

Katlego’sheartwasbeatingsofastnot

knowinghowDavidfoundherandhewasgoing

toexplainthistohim



“Lubanziyoumaykissyourbride”

ThekidswasbriefbecausesuddenlyKat

wantedthistoend

Thefamiliesclappedhandsasthenewly

marriedcouplewalkedout

Banzi:whoisthatguy?

Kat:mycompanymanagerIhadinvitedhim for

thewedding

Banzi:Owhthat’snice



Davidwalkedtowardsthecouple

David:I’m sorryIwaslatedarling,trafficthis

sideisbad

Kat:I’m gladyouarehere

Shegavehim ahug

David:(whispering)youhavesomeexplaining

todoandIexpectyoutobeinmyhotelroom

tonight

Sheswallowedhardastheybrokethehug

David:(toBanzi)congratulationsman.Yougot

agoodonehere



Banzinoddedshakinghishand

Banzi:wearehavinglunchwhydon’tyoujoinus.

It’skindarudethatyougothereearlyandyou

willleaveandprobablygotoyourhotelroom

David:aytthat’scool.Lemmemakeacall.I’llbe

withy’alljustnow

HestoodasidetakingLubanziapicture

“Findouteverythingabout”

Hisphonerang



Voice:areyou?

David:IpayyoutodoasIsay

Voice:bossIthoughtyouaregoingtheretoget

newbusinessandfindKatnotmakeenemies

withanyone

David:Katknowsnothingaboutmydoublelife.

Shethinkswearebrokeandcan’tafford

anything.Myguessisthatthisboyisloaded

that’swhyshemarriedhim

Voice:okayhaveyoudiscussedyourmeeting

venuewiththeLukhelebrothers?

David:yeahIhave.Myboysarepreparingthe



placedon’tstress

Hedroppedthecallandjoinedinonthe

conversationeveryonewashavingbefore

drivingofftoBanzi’shouseforlunch

AtBanzi’shouse

Themoodywasjollyasthefamiliessattalking

whileenjoyingthebestpreparedmeal

MrsLukhele:LubanziI’m hopingtoseea

grandchildafter9monthsfrom now

Katlegochokedonherdrink

Banzi:areyouokaybabe?



Kat:(coughing)water

Hehandedheraglassofwaterwhilebrushing

herback

MrsL:ohsorrydear.I’m sureitwasarandom

topictoraisebutit’swhatweshouldtalkabout.

I’m notgettinganyyoungerdear

Kat:wewilltryourbest

Zulu:mayou’llgetasoccerteam from thisman

hehas7kidsalready

EveryoneinthetablelookedatZulu



K’smom:isthistrueKatlego.Areyougoingto

beastepmotherto7kids?

Katwastonguetiedandcouldn’tanswerher

mom

MrsL:reallyandwherearethey?Theyshould

beherethisistheimportantdayintheirfather’s

life

Zulu:2arealreadybornandrunningaround.

Thewomanispregnantwith5atthemoment

MrsLukhelestartedululatingwhiletheother

eldersstartedcongratulatingBanzi,praising

him



Davidwasjustlookingateverythingplayout

whilekeepingquiet

B’suncle:Mshanawozanegologosizobonga

abaphantsiuyindodamfana(nephewbringa

bottleofbrandysothatwecanthankthe

ancestors,youareamanson)

Suddenlythelunchwasnolongerabout

LubanziandKatlego’sunionbutacelebration

ofNolwaziandLubanzi

Katexcusedherselffrom thedancingand

singing

Sheclosedherselfinthebathroom andletthe

tearsfall



Hermom knockedonthedoor

Sheopenedandfellrightintoherarmswhile

sobbing

K’smom:shhhsshhhhdon’tcry.Don’tyoudare

shedateartodayisahappydaynotadaytocry

Kat:howcanInotcryma?Thatbitchisnot

evenhereandyeteveryoneiscelebratingher

K’smom:atleastyouaretheonewithhislast

name.Lethergivehim childrenwhilesheis

unmarriedandwillneverhaveanycontrolover

histhings.Youhavethepowermyangel

Hermotherhelpedherfixherfaceandthey

wentbacktoeveryone



Thedancingandpraiseshaddieddownabit

Banzi:yougood?

Shenodded

MrsL:soBanziwhenarewemeetingyourbaby

mama?

Kat:wehavedecidedtodistanceourselves

from herbecausesheispleadpublicityforthe

company

MrsL:distanceyourselves?From yourkids

Lubanzi?

Kat:untilshestopstrending.I’m sureyou’ve



seenthemediaarticlesaboutNolwaziorLucy

JohnsonandhermotherPastorJohnson

MrsL:I’veseenthem poorchildwenttrougha

lot.I’m gladshewascourageousenoughtokill

him andbefreefrom him.Theworldneeds

morewomenlikeher.

Katsigheddisappointed.Shehadhopedthose

newswouldchangedtheirmindsabouther

MrsL:lordknowIwishKwakhanyahasdone

thesameinsteadoftakingherownlifeandher

children’slife

Nkosikhonastoodupandwalkedaway



Zulu:reallymom?Youjusthadtobringthatup?

MrsL:I’m sorrythathehasn’thealedevenafter

suchalongtime

Zulu:helosthiskidsandhiswife

MrsL:andit’smyfaulthow?Weren’tyouguys

theonesobsessedwithbeingrichandfeared

soyoudecidedto

Uncle:hayihayithisisnotthetimeandplace

Thebrotherswentoutsidetogofind

Nkosikhona.

MrsL:sowhiteboywhat’syourname?Areyou



forthebrideorgroom’sside?

David:I’m David

MrsL:youarenotfrom here,yourtonguerolls

theEnglishdifferently

David:yeahI’m from thestates

MrsL:Owhhowisitthere?

David:it’sokay

MrsL:mmmmhhhhareyoustayinguntilthe

wedding?



David:thereisawedding?

MrsL:yesonSaturday

Banzi:Ithoughtyouwereinvitedforthe

wedding

Kat:yeshethoughttodaywasthewedding.

Banzinodded

Banzi:sowhereareyoustaying?

David:clearwaterhotel

Banzi:yougoingtostaytherethewholeweek?



David:Iwasn’tplanningonstayingthewholeso

financiallyIcan’tafforditsoI’m goingtolook

foracheaperplace

Banzi:forgetthat.Youcancomestaywithus

Katlego’seyespoppedout

Kat:staywithus.Idon’tthinkDavidwantstobe

inthesamehouseasnewlywedsandpeople

whoareabouttoWed

David:Ireallydon’tmindey(smirks)Icanhelp

withthepreparation

Banzi:see,sorted.Tonightyouarecheckingout



andcominghere

David:thanksman

Banzi:afriendofKatlegoismyfriendand

family

Theygistbumped

AtIsipho’shouse

Lwazi:Ineedtogogetthekids

Isipho:youstillhaven’tpickedachoirto

perform forSaturday



Lwazi:girlI’llleavethattoyou

Isipho:IsaidtheSowetogospelchoir,yousaid

no.IsaidUmlazigospelchoiryousaidno.Isaid

thechurchchoiryousaidmaybe.Canyoujust

decided

Lwazi:thechurchchoirisfine

Isipho:wowthatcould’vesavedusalotoftime.

Wespenthourslookingforotherchoirs.You

needtogivebirthbecauseIain’tgonnatolerate

this.

Lwazi:Blameyourbrotherin-law.

Isipho:speakingabouthim.Whenlastdidyou



seehim ortalktohim

Lwazirolledhereyesandgotherthings

Lwazi:girlbyeI’llseeyouduringtheweekIhave

amommyclasstomorrow

Isipho:ain’tnoclassthatwillteachyouonhow

totakecareof5kids

Lwazi:I’m notgonnaletyournegativityaffect

me,Ciao

Shegotinhercaranddroveoff

Isiphostoodatthedoortillhercarwasoutand

gone.ShewasrelievedthatLwazitookthis



wholethingbetterthansheimagine

Atthepolicestation

Captain:hawuDube,howdoyoujustdropthis

onme?

Dube:Ihavebeenthinkingaboutitfor

sometimenowandI’m happytosayI’m happy

withmydecision

Captain:youarethebestdetective‘thisstation

haseverhad

Dube:otherswillcomejustlikeIdid.I’m saving

mysoulbeforeitturnsdarkallonthenameof

upholdingthelaw



Captain:what’sgoingonDube?

Dube:justsomeoldskeletonscatchingupto

me.IfthereisnothingelsecaptainI’dliketo

leavenow

Captain:sothisisyourlastday?

Dube:asit’sstatedthatI’m resigningwith

immediateeffect

Captain:Ineedamonthatleast

Dube:Ihaveclosedallmycases



Captain:IsthereanchanceIcanchangeyour

mind

Dube:noyoucan’t

Captain:I’m sadtoseeyouleavebutgoodluck

anyways

Dube:thankyousir

Theyshookhandsbeforehelefttheoffice.At

hiscurrentsituationonewouldbestressed

aboutthedecisiontheyjustmadebuttohim it

wasrelief.Itmaynotbringbackthe10yearshe

costsomeone’schildbutatleasthewon’tdo

thatanymore



Hourslaterhegottohishouseandfound

Nomaadthekidsplayingcards

Noma:youarebackearly

Dube:thecaptainfinallyacceptedmy

resignation

Nomalookedathim withconcernedeyes.She

hasn’tknownhim forlongbutsheknowshe

lovesbeingadetective

Noma:goaheadandplayguysIneedtodo

something

Shesaidtothekidsbeforestandingupand

followingDubetohisbedroom



Dubeclosedthedoorimmediatelywhenthey

gotinsideandsmashedhislipsonhers

Nomabrokethekiss

Noma:NoKhulekani

Dube:shhhsshhhh

Hepulledheragainandkissedher.Thistime

shekissedhim back.Holdinghisneck

Hepushedhertothebedandgotontop

Hishandswererunningalloverherbody.She



waswearingadresswhichmadethingseasier

forhim.

Nomatriedcontrollingherbreathingbutitwas

hard,herbodywasfeelingdifferentthings,she

couldn’tcomprehendthefeelings

Hepushedherunderweartothesideand

rubbedherclit.Hepubichairwashardlythere

Sheopenedherlegstogivehim moreaccess.

Shehasn’tbeenwithamanforayearandit

surewasgoingtobepainful

Theyremovedtheirclothesandtheyboth

remainednaked.Dubelookedintohereyesasif

shewasn’tbareenoughforhim,it’slikehe

wantedtoseehersoulsthroughhereyes



Shefeltthetipofhisdickatherentrance.She

breathedoutandbravedherselfforwhatwas

abouttocome

Dubepushedhimselfinsideherandshewas

tightbutafterafewattempthewasin

Hekissedherdothatherbodycanrelaxand

shewouldadjusttohissize

ToNomaitwasconfirmedthatthestories

aboutZulumeandtheirdickswasalieor

atleastthisZuluwasn’tpartofthestatistics

Hestartedmovinginsidehergivingherdeep

strokes



Shefrozerememberingthathedidn’twerea

condom

Noma:condom Khulekani

Khulekani:I’m cleanIpromise

Noma:Imightfallpregnant

Hedidn’tlistentoherandjustcontinuedwith

whathewasdoing.

Judgingfrom hisgroansNomaknewhewasn’t

goingtopulloutorstoptowearacondom so

shegaveupandenjoyedthepleasureshewas

getting



After2hourstheybothlaiddowntryingto

catchtheirbreath

Khulekani:IthinkI’m addictedalready

Noma:ha.aifthisishowyougoingtobeevery

timethenI’m gonnarunaway

Khulekani:Iaim topleaseatleastI’llknowyou

won’tfindyourselfwithanotherman’sdick

Noma:IdoubtI’lleverwantsex

Khulekani:aftertonightyeahyouwon’t

Noma:tonight?



Khulekani:I’m notdon’twithyousweetheart

Noma:ohgodletmegopreparedinner

Khulekani:aboutwhatIsaidearlier

Noma:I’lllookforajob

Khulekani:Iwasthinkingyougobacktonursing

schoolandfinishoff

Noma:I’m onlyleftwiththe6monthspractical.

Ihavesavedenoughtogobackbutnottobuy

stationary



Khulekani:I’llsupportyoubecauseIbelieve

nowyouaremywoman

Noma:awukwaziukushelabo(youdon’tknow

howtocharm agirl)

Khulekani:Ialreadydid.Soonyou’llbetheone

ridingmeeverynightwithoutmeasking

Noma:wazewaphuphayazi(you’resucha

dreamer)

Khulekani:markmywords

Nomawenttothebathroom totakeaquick

showerbeforedressinguptopreparefordinner



Khulekani:Iwouldlikeforyoutomoveintothis

room

Noma:IwillonceI’vechangedittomylikingif

youdon’tmind

Khulekani:whatwouldyouliketochange?

Noma:thebed.Likeitornotyoushareditwith

yourwife

Khulekani:mywifehasn’tsleptinthisbedfor6

months

Noma:bitstill.Wewilltakeanotherfrom the

guestrooms



Khulekani:ifitmakesyouhappy,fine

Shegavehim akissandwalkedout

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#30

AtBanzi’shouse

Davidsatatthediningtablebusyonhis

computerwhilethecouplewasupstairs

HereadthroughBanzi’sfileandwashappywith

whathewasseeing

Hepickedhisphoneandcalledanumber



David:manthisguyisloadednowonderKat

marriedhim

Voice:yeahbutyoucan’tdoanythingtohim.He

isaLukheleandyoudon’twanttopissthem off

David:nahbutKatisgoingtogivemeallhis

money

Voice:manthat’smillionshowwillshegiveyou

those

David:I’m sureherdivorcesettlementisalump

sum ofmoney.Thatplushisbusinessthat’s

worthbillions

Voice:butyouwon’tbeabletomanagea



businessallthewayintheUK

David:I’llmakeaplanmaybesellitafterI’ve

cleanedthecashIneedtoclean

Voice:hispartnerswithPastorJacobsand

that’samanyoudon’twanttomesswith

David:whatcanapastordo?Prayforme?

Voice:yes,whileyouaretheredon’tevertouch

hishandniggawillburnyoualive

David:(laughing)youneedtostopreading

whateveritisyou’vebeenreading

Voice:whodoyouthinkhasbeentakingoutthe



leadersoftheunderworld?Rememberthe

reigningqueenofthedarkwhovanished

leavingherplaceunoccupied?

Voice:thisguytookherout.Andtheonewho

tookoverfrom theQueenaDsomething.Who

mysteriouslydiedfrom anunknowncause.

Jacobstookhim outtogetherwithBanziand

Isiphohiswife

David:it’snotlikeI’m indeepinthebrotherhood

Voice:butyouareinthebrotherhood.Touchhis

handandyourmillionswillvanishlikenothing

David:ItouchedBanzi’shandandnothing

happened



Voice:becauseyoursocalledfiancéhasbeen

busywithsomeseriousdarkmagic.Shefirst

causedariftbetweenthebrothersandhisbaby

mamaandthatwayitwaseasierforhertodo

anythingtohim becausehisfullpowershaven’t

beenunleashedlikehisbrother

David:thenIcandowhateverIwantwhileheis

stillundertheinfluencethenwalkaway

Voice:lookmanit’syourfuneral.Justdon’tsay

Ididn’ttellyou.

Daviddroppedhisphoneandbreathedout

Hewasn’tabouttobescaredbybedtime

stories



Hepackedhisthingsandmadehiswaytothe

room assignedtohim

Justashewasabouttosleepthebedroom

dooropened

Kat:whatareyoudoinghereDavid?

David:togetmyfiancébackbuttomy

surprisedsheisnowsomeone’swife

Kat:webrokeupwaybeforeIcamethisside

David:brokeup?Withwho?Itoldyouthereis

nobreakingupinthisrelationship

Kat:youhavegottoletmego



David:letyougo?Ohhellno.Imadeyou.You

hearme?Ifuckenownyourass

Hesaidholdingherthroat,chokingherjusta

little

Kat:you’rehurtingmeDavid

Hethrewheronthebed

Kat:I’m sorry

David:noyou’renotsorry.You’reonlysorry

becauseIcaughtyou.Ain’tnomanisgonna

enjoythisass



Hesaiddroppinghispantsonhisanklespulling

hertowardstheedgeofthebed

Kat:Banzimightwakeup

David:thenwebetterhurrysweetheart

Hebrushedherclitwhilekissingherneck

Shewasgettingtheresohewentforthekilling

makingsuretoberoughsoshewouldn’teven

thinkofhavingsexwithhim

Shemoanedinpain.Davidhasatoughside

thatshelikes

Hegaveherdeepfaststrokes,flippingherover



andoverandlastlyshewasontopridinghim

Heeventuallycaneaftershecamemorethan5

times

Shecollapsednexttohim tryingtocatchher

breath

“Kat,babe”

Banzi’svoiceechoedashewalkedpastthe

room theywerein

KatquicklygotoutandwenttoBanzi’sstudy

room pretendingtobeworking

Banziopenedthedoor



Banzi:heyyouleftmeinbed

Kat:sorrymylove,hadtoanswerafewemails

anddoconferencecalls.Thetimedifferenceis

killingme

Banzi:mustbehardrunningabusinessfrom

here

Kat:yeahitishard.Butit’sworkingsofar

Banzi:maybewe’llgocheckthingsoutsome

time

Kat:yeah

Banzi:Davidisaprettyinterestingcharacterey



Kat:whydoyousaythat?

Kataskedhim withabitofpanic

Banzi:helooksmorelikeagangsterthana

manager

Kat:arewejudgingpeoplebytheirlooksnow?

Banzi:I’m notjudgingI’m justsaying,doeshe

runyourcompanywell?

Kat:heisthebest.Throughhim Imanagedto

scorethebiggestclient.AtonetimeIdesigned

aneveningdressforMichelleObama.



Banzi:thenitmeansyourbusinessisvery

successful

Kat:itwasuntilfundsstartedmissingandsoon

Icouldn’taffordtomakemoreclothesandkeep

mystaff

Banzi:why?Whathappened?

Kat:tobehonestIdon’tknow.OnetimeIwas

tryingtogetmylifebackafterabad

relationshipthenthenextmycompanylost

millions.Untraceabletillthisday

Banzi:yourdepartmentoffinance?Whatdid

theysay?



Kat:theyalsocouldn’texplainit.APIfoundthat

itwasnoneofthecomputersorlaptopsofmy

employees.TheIPaddressthatwasusedwas

bouncingaroundeverywhere,couldn’treally

pinpointit.AndIcouldn’taffordthePIsoI

stoppedandjustdecidedtotryandfixthings

myself

Banzi:I’m sorryaboutyourbusiness.Iknow

howmuchyoulovedesigningclothes,the

runwayandeverything.Asaninvestmentinto

ourfutureI’llwriteyouacheckafterwe’ve

signedasilentpartneragreement.I’llbethe

silentpartner

Kat:(smiling)reallybabe,you’ddothat?

Banzi:(smiling)yeahIwould.Forjust40%

sharewhichI’llbuywiththeamillion



Kat:amillion?Ohbabythankyouthankyou

Shesaidjumpingonhim kissinghim allover.A

partofheralwaysknewhelovedherandmaybe

hestilldoesloveher

Banzi:andIwouldalsoloveformetobeableto

seemykids.I’m missingoutontheirgrowth

whileMassiisplayingdaddywiththem.Idon’t

wantthequintstohaveadistantfather

Katmovedfrom hislap

Banzi:youdon’thavetobeinvolvedbutIwant

tobeinvolved.GoforscanswithNolwazi



Kat:sothatyoucanholdhandswhileatit?

Banzi:Youknowwhat?Forgettheinvestment

then

Kat:sotheinvestmentorbuyingofsharesin

mycompanycomesataprice?

Banzi:justlikeyourbusinessinthestatesisa

partofus,Lwaziandthekidsareapartofus

tooandforever.Can’treallyerasemykids

Kat:youknowwhat,I’m goingtobed

Banzi:Iwasjustlettingyouknowbecause

eitherwayI’llseemykidswithorwithoutyour

consent



Sheleftthestudyroom bangingthedooronher

wayout

Banzilookedathisphone.Thelastchatwith

Nolwaziwasn’tahappyonereally

HefollowedKatandfoundhertakingashower

Banzi:whyareyoubathingthislate?

Sheignoredhim andcontinuedshowering

Heleftherinthebathroom andgotinbedand

slept



AtKhulekani’shouse

HecollapsednexttoNomaastheybothtriedto

catchtheirbreaths

Khulekani:thatwasgreat.Thankyou

Notknowinghowtorespondtothatshejust

smiled.Itwasweirdhearingamanthankinga

womanforsex

Khulekani:ifIaskedyoutostaywithusasmy

girlfriendandnotourhelphowwouldyoufeel?

Noma:I’m alreadylivingwithyouguyssothe

changeoftitleisjustthatbuttheroleisthe

same



Khulekani:isthatayes?

Noma:yeahitisaslongasyou’llallowmeto

visitmyauntmaybeoneweekendinamonth

Khulekani:youdon’thavetoaskasifI’m holding

youagainstyourwill

Shekeptquietjustmovingherhandaroundhis

chest

Khulekani:Iknowourfinancialstatewillchange

Iwon’tbeearningthesameamount.Asecurity

officerdoesn’treallyearnmuch

Noma:howaboutyouregisteryourown



securitycompany?

Khulekani:abusinessneedsalotofmoney

babe

Noma:Iknowbutfornowyoucanstartwith

registeringthebusinessfirstwhileyouwork

andworkonacquiringeverythingneededfor

securitycompanies

Khulekani:Idon’tknowbabeitseemsfar

fetched

Noma:nopeit’snot.Youknowthelaw.You’ve

livedbyitforyears.Justimplementitintoyour

businessplanandaimsandmissions



Khulekani:itwilltakeyearsforittotakeoff

Noma:IknowbutNYDAdoesgivesupportto

startups,anamountofR50000Ithink.Maybe

youcanstartsmallwithsurveillanceor

personalguard

Khulekani:theR50000won’tbeenough

Noma:butenoughforyoutoregisterfirearms.

Getuniformsandhireabout4morepeople.Sell

yourselftoapoliticianorsomeoneofhigh

standardandbeforeyouknowityouare

earningmoneyandexpandingyourbusiness

from apersonalguardtoguardingcompanies,

cctvequipment,alltheworks

Khulekanilookedatherandsmiled.Theidea



wasn’ttotallybadespeciallythewaysheputit

Khulekani:I’llthinkaboutit.Let’ssleep

tomorrowI’m startingatmynewjob

Noma:Ialsoneedtogosubmitmyformstoo

andlookforahospitaltodomypracticals

Khulekani:thefeesshouldreflectonthe

school’saccountbytomorrowafternoon

Noma:Istilldon’tknowwhyyouwoulddothis

forme

Khulekani:likeitornot.Ilovedyoufrom the

firstdayIsawyou.Imaynotbeyouridealguy

butIhopeyoulovemeenough.Ihavekidsand



I’m abouttobedivorced

Noma:IloveyoutooKhulekaniandaslongas

youpromisethatnomatterwhathappensyou’ll

alwaysputmeandthekidsfirst

Khulekani:aslongasyourespectmeasyour

manthenyouhavenothingtoworryabout

Noma:it’sadealthenlet’ssleep

Shesaidswitchingoffhersidelamp.He

switchedhisandpulledherclosertohim and

triedtogetsomesleep

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#31



Atanunknownlocation

Carsparked.Mendressedinblackgotoutwith

gunsbeforetheLukhelebrothersgotout

Davidgotoutofhiscarwhilsthismanstood

readytoshootanything

Nkosikhona:you?

David:gentlemenrelax

Zulu:howfuckedupcanyoube?

David:arewegonnatalkbusinessorwhat?



Theeldestbrotherwasjustquietlookingat

them goingbackandfourthaboutthis

Nqobi:seniqedile?Sizokhuluma

Zulu:youstillwanttodobusinesswithhim

knowinghewaswininganddiningwithour

brotherlastnight

Nqobi:allthemorereasonstokeephim close.

Ifhewaswithourbrothertoscareusthennot

goingthroughwiththisdealwillallowhim todo

justthat

David:relax,Ididn’tevenknowheisyour

brother.I’m reallyhiswife’sacquaintance

nothingmore.Idon’tincludefamilyinthese



kindofdeals.KatandIhaveourownbusiness

deal

Nkosikhona:ifyoudoanythingtohim?

David:killhim?Idon’tkill.Providedhiswife

givesmewhatsheowesmethenheissafe

Zulu:can’tyoucancelherdebtwithourdeal?

David:noIdon’tmixmybusinesses.Soarethe

shippingcontainersgood?

Nqobi:yes

Themanstoodoverthetableandspoke

showingDavidrouteplansandhoweverything



willbeconducted

Afteranhourtheyweredoneandreadytoleave

David:mynextshipmentisinaweek.Ialready

havebuyerslinedupforthemerchandise.Ijust

needittobesecureandsafeduring

transportationandwhentheygetheretillthey

arewiththeirowners.Ifthisdealgoeswell

maybewecanaddthediamonddealyouwant

sobad

Nqobi:greatdoingbusinesswithyouman

David:I’m likeasidechickjustgivemewhatI

wantandyou’llneverhaveproblems.Screwme

overandI’llbreakyouup



Nkosikhona:noneedforthreats.Canwego

celebrate?

David:I’dlovetojoinyouguysbutsadlyIhave

somethingstotakecareof

Theygentlemenshookhandsandpartedways

AtaBanzi’shouse

Katwokeuptoanemptybed.InfactBanzi’s

sidewassocoldthatyou’dthinkhedidn’tsleep

there

Shetookabathandgotdressedbeforegoing

tolookforhim.Hewasnotinthehouseandso

wasDavid.



Shesatonthebarstooldrinkingcoffee.She

knewDavidmadeit.Banziisnotacoffee

personheprefersorangejuice

Howdidsheendupbeingstuckwithtwomen

inonehouse.Oneisfuckingherbrainsoutand

theotherwantstoinvestinherbusinessbut

shehastoacceptNolwaziandhismanykids

Shesighedholdingherheadtryingtogetridof

theheadache

Shesawanoteonthefridge

“Sorrylove,hadtotraveltoCapeTownbutwill

bebackintheafternoon.LoveBanzi”



ShethrewthenoteintheBin

ThedooropenedandDavidwalkedin

David:hey

Kat:wherewereyou?

David:justtakingcareofsomethings.

Kat:mmmhhhh

David:whereisyourhusband?

Kat:gonetoCapeTownforameeting



David:soit’sjustusinthehousethewholeday

Kat:don’teventhinkabout,Ihaveerrandsto

run

David:nodarlingyouarespendingthedayhere

withme

Kat:whenwillyoustop?Youtickedmelast

nightandnowyouwannadoitagain

David:youshouldknowIwillneverstopnot

now.Nowcome

Shealmostfellfrom thechairashepulledher

towardshisroom



Heoncetherehetookofherclothesandcuffed

hertothebed

David:youmoveorstruggleyoubreakthebed

postssoifIwereyouI’dlaystillandenjoy

myself

Shekeptquiet.Sayingthewrongthingmight

getheraroughBDMS

Heclippedhernipplesandgaggedher.

Hehadallthesequestionsinherhead.Where

didhegettheequipment

David:Iwouldgiveyouapillthatwouldmake

youhornythewholedaybutIwantyoutofeel



everything,feelthenumbnessafterthissoI

tookthelibertyofdrinkingitmyselfsothatI

canhaveyouthewholeday.

Shecouldn’tspeakwiththegaginhermouthso

shejustlookedathim

David:rememberhowyouusedtoenjoythis?

WellI’m goingtomakeyourelivethememories

darling

Heplacedavibratoronherclitandtieditonher

sothatitwouldn’tmove

Herbodystartedgivinginashesatonthe

couchlookingatheropenlegs



Heallowedhertocomeoverandoveragain

withjustthevibrator

Thesensitivityofherclitwastoomuchbut

Davidwasn’tabouttostop

Heinsertedadildoinherandmadeitmovefast

asheincreasedthevibrationsonthevibrator

Shecouldn’tdecidewhichsensationtofocus

on,tearsflowedinhereyesasthepleasure

becametomuch

Heconnectedthedildotoamachineandletit

dotheduckingwhilehewhippedher

Nottoohardbutenoughtopassasensation



Shetriedclosingherlegsasshegotcloseto

anotherorgasm butthecuffsdidn’tallowherso

shegaveupandjustletgo

Tryingtoscream withagagonhermouth

Shehopehewouldstopbynowbuthedidn’t

removethemachines

Anhourpassedwithherdoingthesamething.

Listeningtothepleasureandeventuallycoming

Heremovedthegagonhermouthandshewas

finallyabletoswallowsomesalivaandbreath

Hegotontopandfuckedhermouth,she

gaggedashewentdeepbuthedidn’tcare



Heeventuallycameinsideherandshe

swallowed

David:goodgirl

Heremovedandmachineandvibratorand

insertedhimself

Hewasfastdeepandrough

Hermoansfilledtheroom withtheclappingof

theirskinsagainsteachother

Shegotrelievedwhenheuncuffedherbutthat

wasshortlivedbecauseheonlydidthattoflip

heroverandcuffheragain



Heplacedpillowsunderhertoliftherassup

Kat:notanalpleaseDavid

Heignoredherandpouredthelubricantonher

ass

Herubbedaroundtheholeinsertinghisfingers

Kat:pleaseDavid

David:youknowyouloveitwhyyougottta

pretend

Kat:howwillexplainnotbeingabletoseat



David:yourproblem notmine

Hesaidasheinsertedhimself.Shescreamed

inpainashepushedhimselfinsideher

Withhisfingersinsideherpussyherbody

relaxedashemoved

Hewentonandonuntilhereleasedinsideher

andshecame

TheyspentthewholedayjustdoingwhatDavid

wants.Herbodywasweak,shedidn’thavethe

energy.It’sexpectedbecausetheguydrilledher

from 9am andnowit’s2pm.Hedidn’tallowher

torest.Whileherestedthemachinesdidtheir

thing



Shecouldfeelthewetnessofthebed

David:I’m satisfiednow.Idon’tknowaboutyou

darling

Shekeptquiet

David:Imadeyouashakeitwillgiveyou

strengthsothatyoucanbath

Kat:Ican’tfeelmylowerbody

Shesaidinalowvoice

David:(laughing)ohsorryImust’vewent

overboardI’lljustgiveyouashowerandplace

youinyourbednicelysothatyoucanwaitfor



yourdearhusband

Heliftedherandplacedherintheshowerand

openedthewater

Sheshiveredsinceitwascold

David:itwillwakeyourbody

Hepouredhershowergelonherandletthe

waterjustrunonher

Heopenedherlegsandusedthemoving

showerheadtosplashwaterinbetweenher

legs

Hetookheroutandwipedbeforedressingher



intoBanzi’sshirtandplacingherinsidetheir

bed

Hewalkedouttogocleanhisroom andgetrid

ofanyevidencebeforeleavingthehouse.Any

manwouldbesuspiciousifhefoundhiswife

thattiredwithanothermaninthehouse

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#32

Atkhulekani’shouse

Aknockonthedoordisturbedhim ashegothis

lunchpreparingtoleave

Heopenedthedoorandagentlemanformally

dressedwasstandingontheotherside



Man:KhulekaniDube?

Khulekani;that’sme

Man:pleasesignherforme

Helookedathim ashegotthenotepadand

sighed

Man:MrDube,you’vebeenserved

Hesaidhandinghim theenvelope

Khulekanididn’tbothertoevenguesswhatit

wasbecauseheknewit’sdivorcepapers



Hetookthem outandsatdown.Luckyenough

forhim theynevermarriedincommunityof

propertyandpastorJacobsmadesuretomake

them signaprenup

Hesighedthepapersandplacedthem inhis

schoolbagbeforewalkingoutleavingforwork

AtBanzi’shouse

Banzi:Iwasworriedaboutyouyesterday,when

Igotbackyoulookedtiredandyoudeadasleep

didn’treallywelcomemehome

Kat:Iwasn’tfeelingwell.Ihaven’tfully

recoveredfrom themiscarriage,remember



Banzi:yeahIknowthestateyouwereinwas

veryworryingthoughyoushouldseeadoctor

Kat:Iwill

Banzi:whereisyourfriend?

Kat:don’tknow,didn’tseehim thewholeday

yesterday

Banzi:andyounotworried?

Kat:nopehecantakecareofhimself

Banzi:IknowhecanbutheisinSouthAfrica



Kat:he’llfigurethingsoutandbesidesitsnot

likeheisstayinghereforever

“Who’snotstayingwhereforever?”

Davidaskedashegotintothekitcheninhis

navybluesuit,hereallylookedinasuit.His

walkwasdemandingcommandashewalked

intotheirspace

Banzi:mywifewastellingmethatshedidn’t

seeyouyesterday

David:yeahscoredmyselfaniceSouthAfrican

womanandhadherthewholeday

Katfeltalittlelightheadedandexcusedherself



Banzi:wheredidyougether?

David:Sandton,bookeraroom rightthere

Banzi:luckymaney.

David:youaretheluckyman.5kidshowdid

youdoit?

Banzi:manI’m stillwonderingtoobutallIcan

sayisIknewIwasleavingmyseedthere.The

pussywastightandwarm,almostcriedasI

came.

David:andyoulefther?Why?



Banzi:honestlyspeakingIdon’tknow

Davidwhistledashegotacupandpoured

himselfcoffee

David:yourlifeisamovie

Banzi:tellmeaboutit.Anywaysletmeleave.I

needtomeetupwithmybabymamawho

wantsnothingtodowithme

David:hopingforalastminutetapbeforethe

wedding?

Banzi:thatwouldbeablessingfrom heaven

directly



Hesaidtakingthekeysandleavingthehouse

David:youcancomebackandstopstanding

thereeavesdropping

Katcameoutlookingangry.

Kat:howcouldhe?Howcouldyou?

David:howcouldIwhat?Askamanwhois

clearlyinlovewithsomeoneelsewhyheiswith

you?

Kat:heiswithmebecausehelovesme

David:I’dbelieveyouifyoudidn’tmanipulate

him



Kat:whatareyoutalkingabout?

David:ohcomeonKat,Iwenttoyourapartment

foundyourstash,Iburntitandthrewitaway

Katlookedathim witheyespopped,youcould

seethefearinhereyes

Kat:YOUSONOFABITCH!!DOYOUKNOW

WHATYOUDID?

David:yeahfreedthepoorguyfrom youclaws

Kat:NODUMBASS,hecandiefrom whatyou

did



David:ohpleasethat’sbullshit

Katwalkedawaytryingtominimizethepainher

bodywasin

Sheneededtogogetdressedandgoseethis

forherself

OutsideLwazi’shouse

Banzisatinhiscarwaitingforthepaininhis

privateparttodiedown

Lwazigotouttocheckonhim,whensheheard

acarandcheckedthatitwashim she

anticipatedhim toknockonthedoor10

minutesago



Sheknockedonhiswindow

Helookedupatherandopenedthedoor

Lwazi:heywhat’swrong?

Banzi:Idon’tIdon’tfeelwell

Lwazi:comeinsidethehouse

Banzi:Idon’tthinkIcanwalk

Lwazi:letmegetMassitohelp

ShewentbackinsidetocallMassi



Hecameoutrushingto

Massi:B,what’swrong?

Banzi:Idon’tknowman

Hehelpedhim outofthecarsupportinghis

wholeweight

Lwazi:puthim inmyroom

Shelockedthegateandhiscarandfollowed

them inside

Banziwassweatingandburningup



Lwazi:Ithinkheneedstogotothehospital

Banzi:canItalktoMassialoneLwazi?

Shelookedbetweenthem.Massinoddedthen

shewalkedoutclosingthedoorinside

Banzi:thepainiscomingfrom mydickman.

Sinceyesterdaymorning,itonlystoppedaround

3pm andstartedagain.Itcomesandgoes

Massi:isitanSTD?

Banzi:noitnot,Idon’tthinkso.Buttheweird

thingisthateverytimeIpeethefirstfew

secondsadarkliquidcomesoutthenfollowed

bynormalpee.Evenmyprecum islikethat.It



comesoutevenifI’m nothornyoranything

Massi:broIdon’tknowshitaboutthis.Youare

thedoctoryoushouldknow

Banzi:Ihaven’tpracticedinyearsman

Massi:shouldIcallZack?Youaresweating

man

Banzi:Ijustneedtosleep,pleasegetmepain

medsinmycar

Massinoddedandlefthim togogetthemeds

Lwazidrankaglassofwaterandjustsatdown.

ShewasworriedaboutBanzihedidn’tlook



good

Massicamedown

Massi:hewillbeokay

Lwazi:didhesaywhat’swrong?

Massi:hedoesn’tknow

Hewenttogetthepillsthencanebacktoget

water

HefoundBanzisleepingpeacefullysohelet

him beandpackedhisthings



Hegotdownstairswithhisbag

Lwazi:leavingalready?

Massi:yeahIreallyneedtobeearlyforthat

meeting

Lwazi:rememberevenifit’s10%youtakeit

Massi:yesma’am

Heperkedherlipsandleftrushingout

Shesatdownagaindebatingwhethertogo

checkuponhim orjustontheinteriorofher

house



AtKatlego’sapartment

Shewalkedupthestairstoherroom

Sheopeneditandsearchedforherthingsbut

theyweregone.Alittlepartofherthoughthe

wasjokingbutseeingthattheyaregoneshe

knewhewasn’tbluffing

Shetookoutherphoneandcalledtheseer

Seer:Icannothelpyou

Kat:youhaven’tevenheardwhatIwanttosay



Seer:yousleptwithsomeoneelseand

destroyedthethingsIgaveyou,doyouknow

whatyou’vedone?

Kat:Ididn’tdestroythem andIhadnochoice

withtheotherguy

Seer:Ihaveyoustrictinstructionsaboutwhat

todoandwhatnottodoandyoudidn’tlisten

justpraythatboydoestdie

Kat:youwillhelpme.Youandyourgodtookmy

babyandmywomb.Youwillhelpme

Seer:andyougotcountlessorgasms.Don’t

evercontactmeagain



Thelinediedshesankdowntothefloorandlet

thetearsfall

Foronceinalongtimeshehadnocontrolover

thingsjustlikehowshelostcontrolofher

runningcompanyjustafterbreakingupwith

DavidandnowthatsameDavidjustruinedher

otherlifethatshewastryingtobuild

Kat:IHATEYOUDAVID!!!!

Shescreamedoutloudasshelaidonthefloor

AtLwazi’shouse

Banzi’sscreamswokeherupfrom hersleep

Shelookedathim



Hiseyeswerestillclosedbuthewascryingand

screaming

Lwazi:Banziwakeup

Banzi:Lwazihelpme

Lwazi:what’swrongwithyou?

Banzi:Idon’tknowbutwhateveritisit’sinside

me

Shepulledtheblanketsoffhim

Thevisibleveinsonhisarmsshoweddark



bloodflowinginhisbody

Helaidbackastheliquidcameoutofhisnose,

ears,eyesandmouth

Evenhissweatwasdark

Lwazi:I’m goingcallinganambulancebefore

youdieinmyhouse

Banzi:No!Callmybrother,callhim Lwazi

WithhershakinghandsshedialedZackwhile

stillwatchingBanzicarefully

Isiphoanswered



Isipho:Lwazi,nowisnotagoodtime.

SomethingiswrongwithZack

Lwazi:Banziissickheisonmyhousehemight

diehesayshewantsZack

“Takemetohim”

Zack’svoiceshoutedinthebackgroundbefore

thelinewentdead

Banzirantothebathroom togetawettowel

andputoverBanzi’shead

Lwazi:(teary)mymom usedtoalwaysdothis

whenVanessawassick.I’m notsureifthiswill

help



Banzi:(groaning)I’m sorryLwazi,forgiveme...

ahhhhh

Lwazi:(crying)don’ttalk.It’sfineyou’llget

throughthis.Youcanapologizeallyouwant

then

Hecougheduptheblackliquid.Lwaziwipedit

AnhourpassedwhiletheywaitedforZack,they

arrived

ZackhasthesamesymptomsasBanzi

HerushedtoBanzi

Zack:pleasestopbro,I’m here



BanziclosedhiseyesandsoonZackwasfine

ItwasarelieftoIsiphobutseeingaBanzithat

wayscaredher

Zack:I’m sorryIdidn’ttryhardertohelpyou

Banzi:comecloser,holdmyhand

Zack:itwon’thealyou.IfItouchyou.Youwill

burn

BlacktearsflowedoutofLubanzi’seyes

Zacksatdown2m awayfrom him.Ifhegets



anycloserthanthataBanzimightdie

Banzi:ifyoucan’thelpmethenI’m dead

Zack:noyou’vebeenalivebecauseLwaziis

closetoyou.Sheisyourstrengthbro

Banzi:(coughing)I’m sorry

Zack:ssshhhhsaveyourstrength

Banzi:Ican’tfeelmylegs

Zack:you’llbefine

Banzi:calltheguys.Tellthem tobehereinan



hour

ZacklookedatIsiphoandshenoddedwalking

outwithtearsinhereyes

LwazigotclosertoBanziandheldhishand

Banzi:ifoneofourbabiesisagirlpleasename

herChristinaandoneboyChristopher,name

theotherChristian

Lwazi:(crying)ifit’stwogirls?

Banzi:you’llnameherIsabella

Lwazi:IsabellaandChristina



Banzi:Christoper,Christian

Lwazi:onlyonenameismissing

Banzi:you’llchoosethename

Lwazi:I’m notgonnanamethesekidsalone.

WhenIdeliverthem you’llbethere.You’llname

them withme

Banzi:ifit’saboypleasegivehim myname,if

it’sanothergirlhernamewillbePraise

Lwazi:you’llbefineandwewillnamethem.

Givethem XhosaorZulunames



Banziremainedquietforsometime

Banzi:AmandlaWakheAzukiswethosearethe

first3names

Lwazi:Amandla,AwakheandAzukisweIlove

them

Banzi:thesekidsarealotIcan’tcomeupwith5

names

Lwazi:uThandolwakheLubanzithosearethe

lastnamessoweareleftwithoneEnglish

name

Banzilaughedathowrealitisnowastheypick

names



Banzi:ifit’saBoyitwillbeBlessingifit’sagirl

it’sPraise

Lwazi:thosearebeautifulnames

Theirlittlebubblewasburstedbyaloudknock

onthedoor

LwazitriedtogetupbutBanzipulledherdown

ThedooropenedandKatwalkedinfollowedby

Isiphowhowasshoutingforhertostop

Kat:whatdidyoudotohim?

ShedirectedthequestiontoLwazibutLwazi

keptquietandmovedawayfrom him



BanziclosedhiseyesasheletgoofLwazi’s

hand

Theguysgotin

Theliquidcameoutagain,theguyslooked

terrified

Kat:soyouwanttokillmyhusband?Isn’tit

enoughthatyouaredoingmyduties?

Lwazi:ifyoutakehim hewilldie

Kat:him lyinghereisn’thelping



Shetriedtopullhim upbuthisweightwastoo

muchforher

EveryoneleftherandBanziintheroom and

walkedout

Theguyswerestillshockedtosayanything

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#33

InLwazi’sroom

Kat:whywouldyouchoosetobewithherwhen

youarenotfeelingwell?Huh?



Banzi:Lwazi!

Heshoutedwithashallowvoice

Kat:Nodammit,I’m yourwifeyoushouldbe

needingmenother

Banzi:Lwazi

Hefinallyclosedhiseyes

Kat:NoLubanziyouarenotdoingthistome.

Youwillnotdieonme.

Shecalledanambulancewhicharrivedafter30

minutesandtookhim tothehospital



Zacklookedathisbrotherashewasbeing

wheeledoutinastretcher

Katcanedownstairs

Kat:soyouallthoughtyoucouldkeephim here

sothathecandiehere?That’smyhusbandand

Igettosaywhathappenstohim

ShetriedtotouchZackbutaforcedpushedher

backandshehitthewallandfelldown

Zack:youpoisonedmybrotheragainst

everyone,lookwherethatgotyou?Youthought

youcoulddowhat?Touchmeanddraw

strengthforyourevildeeds?Youdon’tknow

whoIam andyouwillknowmesoonenough



Everyonejustlookedatthewholething

shocked

Katgotup

Kat:Bringiton.I’m morepowerfulthanyou

think

Shesaidbeforeleaving

Loyd:Wtfjusthappened?

Sol:Zackhowdidyoudothat?

Zack:dowhat?



Massi:pushherwithouttouchingher?

Zack:Ididn’tdoanything

Hesaidwalkingout,Isiphofollowedhim out

andtheyleft

Lwaziwasjustsittinginhercouchlettingthe

tearsfall

Massiwalkedovertoherandheldhercloserto

hischestallowinghertocry

4dayslater(Saturday)



ThenewsaboutBanziandKay’sweddingbeing

cancelledwasdoingroundsonsocialmedia

butthebiggestheadlinewas

“Thevoiceofthevoiceless”,Lwazi’stalkwhich

washappeninginamatterofhours

Lwazisatdownasthemakeupartistdidthe

finallytouchups.Itwasnothingmajorjust

toningherfacesothatshedoesn’tappear

sweatyonthescreens

Isiphowassittingclosetoherhelpinghercalm

hernervesdown

Lwazi:IwishNtokozowashere,shewouldbe

sayingsomethingthatwillmakemeforgetfora

bit



Isipho:Iknoweybutsadlysheistoofarahead

inherpregnancyanditseemslikeit’sa

complicatedpregnancybutshewillbe

streaminglivefrom thehospital

Lwazi:sheisstillinhospital?

Isipho:yeahDoctorswanttowatchherclosely

Lwazi:isn’tshe7monthspregnantnow?

Isipho:yeahwithafewweekssotheywantto

tryandpushitto8monthsfullwhichwillbe

nextweek

Lwazi:that’ssad,mydoctortoldmethatwewill

try7monthsand2weeksbutifIcan’tdotwo



weeks7monthsisfinetoo

Isipho:it’sunderstandable,youarecarrying5

kids

Lwazi:I’m soscared

Isipho:everythingwillbefine.Banziisstable

eventhoughheisinICU

Lwazi:canthehospitalhelphim?

Isipho:notheycan’tbecausetheyalsocan’t

diagnosehim.Theyaredoingdialysisthough

that’showhewasabletostayalive

Lwazi:theyaretryingtocleanhisblood



Isipho:yeahit’shelpingbutitwon’tbeeffective

foralongtime

Lwazi:hecan’tdie

Isipho:byyourfaithhewon’t.Youneedtostart

prayingLwazi

Lwazi:you’veheardmetry.Idon’tconnectwith

Godthatway

Isipho:youhavetomovepasttheangeryou

haveonhim andfindpeaceandthenyoucan

helphim.Iknewthisdaywascomingthat’swhy

Ipushedsohardforyoutospeakup,that’syour

firststeptohealing



Lwazi:ifitwillhelpBanzithenI’lltry

Isipho:yourloveforhim amazesmetillthisday.

Lwazi:it’sscarythoughbecauseeventhoughI

hatehim butIstilllovehim

Isipho:it’sagreatthingey.

Thechoirbegansingingasthechurchstarted

fillingupwithpeople

Atthehospital

Katsatdownatthedoctor’sofficewaitingfor



him tofinishuphiscall

Hefinallydidandturnedtoher

Doc:MrsJacobs,sorryaboutthatit’sabitofan

emergency

Kat:noproblem doc,yousaidyouwantedto

seeme

Doc:yes,unfortunatelyMrsJacobsyour

husband’sconditionhasescalatedovernight.

Kat:how?Ithoughtyousaidhewasgetting

better?

Doc:that’swhatwethoughtbutwehadtostop



thedialysis.Hewentintoshockand

unfortunatelyheslippedintoacoma

Kat:isn’tthereanythingyoucandotohelphim,

Doc:unfortunatelyno,it’salluptohim now.His

brainisstillactivesohemightpullthrough

Katnoddedandexcusedherself.Todaywas

supposedtobeherwedding,itwasthetopic

thatwassupposedtotrendbutheresheisin

hospitalbeingtoldherhusbandisinacoma

Shesatonthebenchesoutsideandwenton

socialmediatoseewhatwashappening

Candywaslivefrom Zack’schurch



Kat:mxm traitor

Shescrolleddownhernewsfeedandallshe

couldseewasNolwaziQuntaspeaks,Lucy

Johnsonspeaksaboutherlife

Evenherfamilymembersweretalkingaboutit.

Howtheyarelivestreamingbecausethetickets

weresoldout

“Thisisjustawaytogetpeopletopopout

money,whynotmakethetalkfree?Sheisjust

scammingpeopletheirmoney”

Shewrotethetweetandthenwentoffline



Shesattherejustthinkingofmanywaystotry

andhelpherdyinghusband.TouchingZack

didn’tworkshehastofindanotherway

Herphonebeepedsomanytimesthatit

actuallydisturbedherthoughts

Itwasnotificationsfrom Twitter,peoplewere

replyingandretweeting

“Darlingifyoumustknowthemoneywentto

charity”

“Haveyouseenthatchurch?Itdoesn’tneedour

R10becausethat’stheminimum amountone

hadtopaytogetaticket”



“Getyourfactstraightdearbeforetalking,we

boughttheticketsbydonatingtoCharitiesof

ourchoicewhichwereundertheorganizingof

today’stalk”

“Ican’tbelievethatyouarewoman.Aswomen

wearesupposedtostandtogetherandfight

mennoteachotherIguessyouarejustlike

PastorJohnson”

Shedecidedtologoffandignorethe

comments.Itwasclearthatnothingwouldstop

Lwazi

Asecurityofficercametocallherinside

Shewasmetbynursesanddoctorsrunning

aroundjustoutsideBanzi’sward



Sherantothedoctor

Kat:Docwhat’sgoingon?

Doc:yourhusbandishavingaseizure

Hesaidbeforegoinginside

Shestoodatthedoorlookingthroughthe

glassesasthedoctorsfoughtsohardtokeep

him stable

Shemovedawayfrom thedoorandsatdown

onthebenchesDavidwalkedin

Shefeltrelievedtoseeafamiliarfacearound



David:heyhowishe?

Kat:(crying)heisgettingworse

David:willhesurvive?

Kat:Idon’tknow.Thisisallyourfaulthadyou

nottiedmeupinthatbedalldayhewouldn’tbe

here

David:IthoughtIwashelpinghim Ididn’tknow

therewouldberepercussions

Kat:howwouldyouhaveknown?Itwasnot

yourjobtofreehim from anything.Everything

wasfinebeforeyoucame

David:ohpleasenothingwasfinethatmanwas



goingtogobacktohisbabymama.Maybehim

dyingwon’tbeabadthingatallyou’llinherit

everythingheowns.Themoney,thebusiness,

hiscarsandhishouse.You’llneverneed

anything

KatlookedatDavid

Kat:butthatmeanshemustdie

David:yesbutimaginethis.Youwon’thaveto

dealwithhismanykidsandababymama.

Chancesarehewasgoingtodivorceyouand

youweregoingtowalkawaywithR10million

andahouse.Youragreementsaysifyou

divorcehim before3monthsyougetnothing

butifhedivorcedyou,yougetR10millioneven

ifthe3monthshasn’tpassed



Kat:really?

David:yesbutthat’snothingcomparedtowhat

youcangetifhedies

Theirtalkwasdisturbedbythedoctorcoming

towardsthem

Theybothstoodup

From thelookinthedoctor’sfaceitwasn’t

goodnews

Doc:wemanagedtostabilizehim butweneed

tooperateonhim



Kat:willthathelp?

Doc:theprocedureisriskywearenot100%

surehewillmakeit

Kat:ifyoudon’toperate?

Doc:thereisaguaranteethathediesno

fightingchance

KatlookedatDavidandwentbacktotheir

conversations

Doc:couldyoupleasegetMsNolwaziQunta,

wecanonlygoaheadwithherpermission

Kat:Nolwazi?Whatdoesshehavetodowith



this?

Doc:yourhusbandgaveherthelegalrightsto

decideonhishealth

Kat:that’snotpossibleIam hiswife

Doc:I’m afraidI’llneedMsNolwazitomakethe

decision.Ifhedidn’tgiveherthatlegalright

thenohwouldmakethedecision.Pleasetryto

gethertobehere

Thedoctorwalkedawayaftersayingthat

Katstoodthereindisbelief

David:youseeevenashiswifeyoucan’tdo



anythingit’shisbabymama

Kat:Iwillnotcallher.Hemightaswelljustdie

whilesheisbusydoinghercrazytalk

Shesaidsittingdown

David:let’sleavesothattheywillhaveno

choicebuttojustsitandwaitforher

Theyleftthehospital

AtZack’schurch

Thelastspeakerstoodup,

Shetookthemicrophoneandstoodlookingat



thecrowd.Peoplewerequietwaitingforherto

speak

“Asthesetearsfall

Theytellastoryofthewordsunspoken

Theytellapainhiddendeepwithin

Theytellastoryofpermanentscarsbeing

tattooedinawoman’sbody,heartmindand

soul.Theyshowhowshewasoncebroken

Asthesetearsfall

Theyexpressthefearpossessedbyawoman

Ashersonsandhusbandturntomonsters

beforehereyes

Theytellthedifferenttimesshehadtoendure

thepainbecausethesocietytoldherto

Theyspeakwordsshehaskepttoherself,they



expressthepainshefeltwhenheforcefullylaid

herdowntearingherclothesapart

Sadlythatnighthedidn’tjusttearherclothes,

hetoreherfleshandsoulleavingascarnoone

canerase

Asthesetearsfall

Theytellstoriesofagirlwhogotdeniedbya

man

Asshesatonagrassmat,legsfolded,head

bowedwithashawloverhershoulders

Hesatthereandlookedathervulnerabilityas

sheprayeddeepinsideforhisresponsetobe

yesIknowherbuthesaidnoIdon’tknowher

Atthatmomentshegaspedindisbeliefand

liftedherheadtolookathim.

Herfamilybowedtheirheadsindisappointment,

tothem shehadjustshamedthem butshehas



justbeenshamedbyamanshetrusted

Asthesetearsfall

Theytellstoriesofthestruggleshewent

throughtryingtofeedherlittlecravings

Herstruggletosurviveasshelaiddownholding

ontoherkneesdrawingherlastbreathtogive

birthtoherhopeandherfamily’sshame

Theyexpressthefearinhereyesasreality

kickedinthatshehadtotakecareofsomeone

elseeitherthanherself.Herfearwasbringing

anothergirltofallvictim ofthestatisticsshe

hadfoundherselfin,hergreatestfearwas

givingbirthandraisingaboywhomightturn

outtobehernightmare

Asthesetearsfalltheytelltheseriesof

depressionandsuicidalthoughtsandattempts



ofagirlwhowasmadetokeepquiettoprotect

thefamily’sname

Thesetearsarenotjustwaterandsalt,theyare

emotionsofpain,struggleanddeath

Ashertearsfalltheyfallbecausenoonedared

tolisten,amanputhishandoverhermouthto

shutherup.Thesetearsspeakforthevoiceless

Theyarethevoiceofthevoiceless

Asthesetearsfall”

Thecrowdclappedtheirhandswhileothers

wipedtheirtears
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Thechoirsangtheirlastsong

“SenzeninaSouthAfrica

Asilaziityala!

Nkosiyam

SenzeninaSouthAfrica!

Asilaziityala!

Nkosiyam

Bayas’bulala

Bayas’bulalathina

Nkosiyam

Bayas’bulala

Bayas’bulalathina



Nkosiyam

(Humming)

“Imihlanezolo,izindabazisitshelaukuthi

owesifazaneusethunjiwe,useshonile,

usenyukubezwengokwecansi

Ngizizwangihlukumezekileemphefumlweni,

ngobaamadodaasephendukile,abulala

iimbokodozesizwe

Bathumbainganebabulalaoonina

Ngiyamemezanginicenganinabesilisangithi

kwanelenisiqedileisizwe,kancanengodlame.

Umuntuwesifazanekumeleaphathisweokwe

qadaacwebezelenjengengilosiyezulu.

khuzekani“

Bayas’bulala

Bayas’bulalathina



Nkosiyam

Senzenina

Southafrica

Asilaziityala!

Nkosiyam “

ThesongendedasLwazistoodonthestage

lookingasthenumbersofpeoplewhowere

gatheredinoneroom tohearherspeak

Shewaitedformosttosettledownassome

werecrying

Shepromisedherselftonotcrytonightuntilshe

hasfinallyspokenaboutherlife

Wheneveryonewasfinallysettledshespoke



Lwazi:Goodevening.MynameisNolwazi

Quntathat’smybirthnameandmyfather’s

surname.MostofyouknowmeasLucy

Johnsonthat’sthenamethatwasgiventome

bymymotherwhenshegotmarriedtomystep

fatherthelatePastJohnson.Shegavemethat

namebecauseeventhoughI’m lightskinned

withthenameNolwaziIdidn’tfitin,inherwhite

perfectfamilysoshetriedtomakemeaswhite

asshepossiblycan.MyfatherdiedwhenIwas

just2yearsold.From whatIhearhehadleftmy

mom forhismistress.Shewasleftaloneina

shackwithanewbornbaby.Mymom started

workingasamaidtryingtoprovideformewhile

myfatheratehismoneytravelingwithhislittle

girlfriendbutwhenhegotdocandwascloseto

dyinghisfamilywantedmymom totakecareof

him andmournhim likeshewassupposedto

ashiswife.Mymom couldn’tdothatbecause

shewasalreadypregnantwithanotherman’s

child,amanwholovedherandwantedtogive



herabetterlife.That’showwemetPastor

Johnson.

Shebreathedinandoutforafewseconds

Lwazi:Toanyonegetwastheperfect

gentleman,hetookmymom outofpovertyand

changedherlifeforthebettergivingmethe

bestchildhooda10yearoldchildcouldever

wishfor.TheonlyhappymemoriesIhaveofmy

familyarebeforeIturned13yearsold.

Everythingbefore13wasgreat,wewentto

parkseverySaturday,hadpizza,didmovienight,

wenttochurch,excelledatschool.That’sa

perfectfamilysetupright(shepausedand

lookedaround)Ididn’tfeellikeastepdaughter

tohim.Hewasmyfather,Iwashisdaughter

justlikemysisterVanessawas.



Sheclearedherthroatandtookasipofher

water

Lwazi:Thingschangedwhenmymom was

hospitalized,asayounggirlIdidn’tknowwhy,

parentsdon’treallydiscloseeverythingtotheir

kids.ButIknowtodaythatshehada

miscarriage,theyhadbeentryingforanother

babyforyearswithnosuccess.Itwas

supposedtobeeasyforthem tohavekidsbut

mymom was35yearsandhadwombproblems.

Thatnightmyfathercanehomeandgotinmy

room.Hetoldmetojustlaybackandclosemy

eyeswewerejustplayingagameIwouldlove.I

saidI’m sleepyIdon’twanttoplay.

“Itwon’thurtangelIpromise”andbecauseI

trustedmyfatherIrelaxedbutIknewthis

wasn’tnormal,atchurchtheytoldusnottolet

menorboystakeoffourunderwearsoIquickly

closedmylegsandpulledmyunderwearup.I



toldhim whattheytoldusatchurch.“Other

menandboys,notyourfather”Iprotestedand

forthefirsttimemyfatherhitme,Iletgoand

hidmyfacesothathewouldn’tslapmeagain.

That’showeverythingstarted

Lwazi:therewasnopenetrationyethejust

usedhisfingersandtonguetopleasurehimself

andsometimesmademesuckhim too.When

mymom canebackfrom thehospitalIwas

relieved.Iwentintoherroom andtoldherwhat

Dadhasbeendoingtomewhileshewasaway.

ThatwastheonlytimeIrememberherbeing

brokenbywhatIhadjusttoldher.Shebrushed

mybackandtoldmeit’sokayshewilldealwith

this.Shepromisedwewouldgoopenacase

thefollowingday.Isleptrelievedthatnight

knowingIwasgoingtogethelpbutinthe

middleofthenightIheardshoutingandsoon

mymotherwascrying.Hewasbeatingherup.I



fearedformylifeforthefirsttimeever

Lwazi:thefollowingmorningmystepfather

wasgoneandmymom wasbadlyinjured.

Monthspassedandmystepfatherwasstillnot

backhome.Mymom hadgottensoangrythat

shewouldbeatmeupforeverylittlething.She

blamedmeforherhusbandleavingher.She

hadlostweightsomuch.Thatwasthefirst

timemymom everaccusedmeoflyingabout

herhusbandandhowIchasedhim awayfrom

her.Shesaid“youwillnotmakemepoorlike

yourfatherdid.Istruggledenoughwhilehe

livedhappilywithanotherwoman.Iwillnotlet

youtakethislifeawayfrom me”.Iwassadthat

mymom wasmiserable,IwashappythatIwas

freefrom whatmyfatherwasdoingbutwith

howmymom wasalwaysinsultingmeIwas

startingtodoubtifitwaswrong.Istartedto

thinkthatmaybeIshouldn’thavesaidanything



andmaybeit’swhatfathersaresupposedtodo.

Lwazi:thefollowingyear.Theeldersofthe

churchheldameetingbetweenmymom and

dad.Andtheyfixedthings.Mystepfatherwas

backmy3monthsoffreedom wereover.

AtSeer’shouse

Katremovedhershoesbeforegettinginside

Therewassmokeasalways,theseerwas

layingdownonagrassmat

Kat:makhosi

Seer:Katlego



Shesatdownacrosshim withherlegsabit

openforhim toseeunderherskirt

Shewasn’twearinganunderwear

Kat:Ineedyourhelp

Theseersatup

Kat:thereisawomanwhoisstandinginthe

way

Seer:Iknow

Kat:canyouhelpme?

Seer:canyoupay?



Kat:anythingforyouMakhosi

Shesaidinaseductivevoice

Theseerstoodandpulledthecloththatactsas

adoor

Seer:Ithoughtyouarefinewithhim dying

Kat:yesbutheisleavinghisthingstoherbutif

shediesnoonewillclaim them butme

Seer:hehasabrother

Kat:Iam hiswifeIhavearighttoclaim



Theseerlookedatherlegs.

Katpulledherskirtuponcemore,openingher

legsabit

Kat:likeIsaidIcangiveyouanythingyouwant

Theseerkeptquietandjustlookedather.From

hiseyessheknewshewasintherighttrack

Sheremovedhertopandexposedherbreast

Theskirtfollowedandshewascompletely

naked

Shelaiddownandopenedherlegsandbegan

toplaywithherself



Theseerwaslookingdirectlyatherfreshly

shavedpussyasshemovedherfingersaround

it

Hehasnowomansohedoesn’thavesexand

rightnowawomanwasofferingherselftohim.

Hewouldbeafooltosaynotothat

Hecontinuedwatchingashisdickgrewbigger

Katlego’smoanswerenotdoingjusticetothe

situation

Shegotupandkneeledbeforehim pullinghis

pantsdown

Hisdicksprungoutandsheimmediatelytookit

insidehermouthandgavehim ablowjob



Sheknewshehasskillssohewillnotstopher

andshewillgetwhatshewants

Shewentonandonashebeganmovingtoo,

fuckinghermouthfasteruntilshehecame

Sheswallowedandlaiddown

Hegotbetweenherlegsandpushedhimselfin

Hewasbigbutshewaswetsoitwasn’tthat

hardforhim togetin

Hegaveherthesameintensestrokeshegave

herthefirsttimeshecametoconsult.For

someonewhohadnowomanandwas

excludedfrom theworldhehadskillbecause

heflippedheroversomanytimesgivingitto

herineachandeverywayshewanted



Kat:ishehere?

Seer:who?

Kat:youknow

Theseerstoppedmovingandlookedather

Seer:youwanthim?

Kat:yes

Theseergotoffher

Seer:areyousure?



Kat:yes,Iwanttopleasethegods

Theseersmiledalittle

Hissmilewasdifferentnolongerthatcute

smilesheadmired

“Iam thegods“

Holeroaredashechangedintosomethingso

uglythatshescreamedtryingtogetup

Kat:you!How?

Seer:yousaidyouwantedmesoIam here



Shetriedmovingbutshecouldn’tmove.He

legswerestillwideopen

Shelookedatthedarkscarythingthatstood

aboveherdrippingthedarkliquid

Kat:No!Pleaseletmego

Seer:outofeveryoneIhavehelpedyouarethe

greatestone.Besidesthegoodsexwealways

hadeverymonth,yougavemethebest

sacrificeandapureblood.Youseeyour

husbandmydearwasthegreatestthingyou

couldevergiveme.Ihavefinallychallengedhis

GodandasIthoughthetrembledatmyfeet

andfell”

Hisvoicesoundedlikedifferentpeoplewere



speakingatthesametime

Seer:thesillyboyyou’vebeenconsultingwith

wasjustavessel,heplayedaroundwithdark

magicandwokemeupfrom whereyour

husbandandhisbrotherhadlockedmeup,I

tookoverhisbodyandwhenyoucametome

askingforhelpIgladlygaveittoyouandIwas

finallyabletogetmyrevenge.Nowliedown

andletmepleaseyou

Shelaidthenotabletomoveevenhervoice

wasgonenow,asthescaryfigurehadsexwith

her,tearsfellfrom hereyesherbodybetrayed

herandgaveintothepleasure

Shecouldn’tbelievethatshewasenjoying

havingsexwithit,sheclosedhereyesandjust

imagineditwastheseer



Shecamecountlesstimeswithit,shecouldtell

byitsloudgroansthatitalsocamewithher

Sheclosedhereyesagainandenjoyedherself

oncemore.Thistimearounditgroanedlouder

asitcame

Shecouldfeelhisliquidmoveinsideher

Itmovedfrom herbutthemovementof

somethinginsideherdidn’tstop

Shecriedasitbecamepainful,itwasmoving

upinsideheranditwaspainfuleverytime

Shescreamedeventhoughnothingcameout



assheopenedhervoice.

Herbodyshookvigorouslyforseveralminutes

beforeitwentbacktonormalandshefelt

herselfcoming

Thefigurehadturnedbackintotheseer

Sheopenedhereyesandlookedathim

Kat:you!Whatdidyoudotome?

Seer:OwhmydearIjustmadeyoumywife

Kat:Iwillneverbeyourwifenever

Seer:wewillsee.



Hesaidlaughingather

Shefeltherlimbsloosensoshegotupandgot

dressedbeforerunningoutintohercarand

thendrivingoff
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Lwazi

Yearsago

Iraninsidethehouselaughingmyfatherwas

seatinginhisfavoritechairlikealwayshe

lookedatmeasIgotin.

Ilookedatmyskirt,shucksIhadforgottento

pullitdowntoitsoriginallength.Iimmediately

triedtopullitdown



Dad:don’tbother.Sothisiswhatyoudo?Make

yourskirtshorterforboystosee

Ilookeddownandplayedwithmyfingers.At

thismomentansweringwouldbeveryfutilefor

me

Dad:gotoyourroom,takeoffyourclothesand

lieonthebedI’llbethereshortlytogiveyou

yourpunishment

Iknewwhathemeant,it’sbeenawhilesinceit

started,Ipickedmybagandwenttomyroom

Ilookedatthemirror



Me:heisgoingtobedonesoon.Hewillputhis

fingersandthenleave,okaym

Isaidtomyreflectiononthemirrortryingtobe

strong

Itookoffmyclothesandlaiddown

Ilookedatthegreenmarkonmyarm.I

remember,mymom gavemeabeating

yesterdayforhidingintheclosettryingtorun

awayfrom Dad

Dad:youareagoodgirlIjustdon’tknowwhat

happenstoyouandtheyoustarttoobeyme

Me:I’m sorrydad,Iwon’tdoitagain



Henoddedandpushedmylegsapart

Iclosedmyeyesandbreathedinandoutbefore

takingmyselfbacktoschoolduringbreaktime

withmyfriends

Dad:openyoureyes,todayisaspecialday

Iopenedthem andlookedathisbodyhovering

abovemytinybody

Hebeganrubbingmybean.IwantedtocrybutI

knowthatwillonlyearnmeabeatingornofood

Dad:youarenotwetenoughbutthat’sokayI

camewithsomethingtohelpuswiththat



Hegotabottleofbabyoilfrom thepedestal

Ikeptmyeyeslockedontheceilingasofthere

wassomethinginterestingaboutthewhite

boardbuttherewasnothingreallyjustan

imaginationinmyhead

Hepouredthebabyoilsonmeandbegan

rubbingitallover,hishandbecameslippery

morethanbeforeandthatseemedtoplease

him

Dad:todaywearetakingthingstothenextstep,

I’m goingtomakeyouabiggirltoday.It’sgoing

tobepainfulbutIpromiseitwillgetbetteras

timegoesonandyou’llenjoyit.Yourmom

enjoysittoo



Ilaidtherecryingashepushedhimself

betweenmylegs,tryingtoclosethem didn’t

workhisbigbodywasbetweenmylegs

Ifeltthepainheinflictedwitheachpushand

eachtimeIscreamedbecausethepainwas

unbearable

Dad:yeyyydoyouwantourneighborstohear

you

Me:it’spainful

Dad:Itoldyouitwillbenowbeabiggirland

keepquiet



AlthoughhehadjustwarnedmeIcouldn’tbe

quietsoheoptedtotakeputmyT-shirtinside

mymouthsothatIwouldn’tmakenoise.Only

mytearsflowedbuthedidn’tcare.Ithinkhe

enjoyedseeingmepowerlessunderhim and

begginghim forhismercy

Thosewerethelongest30minutesofmylife.

Andwhenhewasfinallyfinishedhegotupand

lefttellingmetoresthewillseemelater

IlaidtherehelplesslyIdidn’tpicturehowI’dbe

abletowalkwiththepainbetweenmylegs.I

must’vecriedmyselftosleepbecauseIwas

wokenupbylittlesistertellingmedinneris

ready

Mybodywascoveredwithafleece.Inodded

andsheleft



SometimesIwishIcouldbeVanessa

everythingisgoingwellforher.I’veneverseen

mom shoutatherorbeatingherupandI’m

suredadisnotdoingthistoher

WhenIfinallymanagedtogetoutofbed,Iwas

abletoseebloodfrom whereIwaslying,itwas

alotevenmythighswerebloody

Iscreamedbecauseitwashorrifictoseesuch

Mom:what’sgoingonLucy?

Thatname

Me:lookma

Isaidpointingatmybloodybedandlegs



Shekeptquietandwalkedtowardsthebedand

tookthesheetandplacedanotherone

Shepulledmetothebathroom andplacedme

inawarm bath

Me:daddidthismama,ithurtsbetweenmy

legs

Mom:itwillgetbetterastimegoeson

Me:Idon’tlikewhatheisdoingna,Iwanthim

tostop

Mom:justshutupLucywhenthewatergets

cold.Getoutandcomedownstairsfordinner



Me:Idon’tthinkIcanwalkma

Mom:you’rejustgonnahavetobeabiggirl

aboutitthen

Shesaidandleftthebathroom.Atschoolthey

toldusaboutsexandrape

AndIknowwhatthemanIcallmyfatherjust

didtomebutitseemstonotbothermymom

IcouldbarelywalktomybedsoIdidn’tgo

downfordinnerIjuststayedinmybeduntilVee

camewithmyfoodandIate

At12yearssheunderstoodalittleaboutcertain

thingsevenIdidn’tunderstandmostsoitwas

evenworseforher



MymothertoldherIhaveaheadacheshe

shouldbringmyfoodtomyroom

IenviedVee’sinnocenceIdon’tfeellikeI

belongtothegirlsclassinchurch.Ourteacher

alwaystellsustheimportanceofpurity.She

explainsitthroughaflowerpetal.Shesaysthat

ifyousquashaflowerinyourhead,itwillnever

bethesameandevenifyoutrytoshapeitthe

wayitwasitwillneverbethesame.Shesaid

onceaboyputshisthinginyoursthat’swhat

happens.

HecamebackwhileIwassleepingandhadhis

waywithmeagain

Itriedsomuchtonotscream becauseIknow



mymom willbehereinthemorningtobeatme

upifIdo

WhenhefinallyleftImanagedtosleepthrough

thepain

Ihadjustbeenrapedbymystepfather.It’sonly

nowthatIfeeltheneedtocallhim thatbecause

allthiswhilehenevertreatedmedifferentlyand

nowhewastreatingmelikeawomaninstead

ofhislittlegirl

AtBanzi’shouse

Katsatdownandbreathedinandout.

Somethingfeltdifferentaboutherinawayshe

couldn’texplain.Theangershehadagainst

Nolwaziwassuddenlybecomingworse



Shetookashowerandgotdressedandleftfor

thehospital

Uponarrivingatthehospitalshefoundnurses

anddoctorsbusyespeciallyoutsideBanzi’s

ward

Shewaitedinhopesthatsomeonemightcome

andtellherwhat’sgoingone

Afteranhourthechaosdieddown,nursesgot

outofBanzi’sofficewardthedoctorcame

towardstakingoffhisscrubs

Kat:ismyhusbandokaydoc?

Thedoctorlookeddown.Shecouldalreadytell



whathisanswerwasgoingtobebutshe

wantedtohearhim sayittoherface

Kat:Docwhat’sgoingonwithmyhusband?

Doc:I’m reallysorryMrsJacobsbutwelost

yourhusbandafewminutesago

Katnoddedandsatdown.Shetriedtofeelthe

painbutshedidn’tfeelanypainaboutallofthis

Doc:areyouokay?

Kat:Ineedsomeair

Shestoodupandwalkedout.Thecoldnessin

herheartbotheredherinaway.Shegotinher

caranddialedDavidwhopickeduponthe3rd



ring.

Shewastooworriedaboutherselftoevenpay

attentiontohisrapidbreathing

Kat:heisdead

Hekeptquietforsometime

David:areyouokay?

Kat:surprisinglyI’m okay

David:whereareyou?

Kat:justoutsidethehospital



David:justgohome,trytocheckhis

investmentsandeverythingandfindoutwhohe

hasonhiswill

Kat:whatifit’sher?

David:wenotgoingtowaittofindout.Do

somethingabouthertonightafterhershow

Kat:youmeankillher?

David:youknowyouwanttoyouhaveto

removeanythingthat’sstandinginthewayof

yourfortune

Shenoddedasifhecouldseeher.Shedropped

thecallanddroveawaytryingtofigureouthow



todoit

HerangerroseupatthethoughtofNolwazi

gettingeverythingthat’smeantforher

Shetriedtobreathinandoutbutthatmade

thingsworseinstead

Shestoppedthecarandscreamedhittingthe

steeringwheel

Shelookedatherselfintherearviewmirrorand

shelookedhideousjustlikehowtheseer

lookedwhenhechangedintowhateveritwas

thathechangedinto

Shescreamedandgotofthecar.Shelookedat



herhandsandtheywerenormal.Shetouched

herfaceanditwasnormal

Kat:IthinkI’m goingcrazy

Shegotinhercarandlookedatthemirrorand

sheappearednormal,sheshookherheadand

droveoffagain
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Istayedathomefor3daysandwhenIfinally

wentbacktoschoolIwashappybutIdidn’tfeel

thesameanymore

Ithoughteveryonecouldseewhatwas

happeningtome



Lethabocametomydesk.Weusuallymeetin

ourspoteverymorningbuttodayIdidn’tIjust

cametoclass

Lethabo:Lwazi,what’sgoingon?Youdidn’t

cometoourspotthismorning

Me:Iwantedtotryandcatchupwithschool

worksinceIwasabsentthepastdays

Lethabo:Iwould’vehelpedyouandgivenyou

mynotesandclassworkbookforyoutoget

thequestions

Me:I’m sorry



Helookedatmeasifhewastryingtopinpoint

whatwaswrongwithmeandthatmademefeel

uneasy

Me:pleasegotoyourseat,I’llseeyouduring

break

HewassurprisedthatIsaidthattohim butleft

withoutquestioningme

ThewholedayIkepttomyselfandjusttriedto

domyschoolwork.Imanagedtododgea

LethaboduringbreaksothatIcanbealone.I

didn’tfeelliketalkingtoanyone

Lethabo:youdidn’tpitchupforbreak.What’s

goingonLwazi?DidIdosomethingwrong?



Me:pleaseLTidliketobealone.Idon’tfeellike

talking

Lethabo:I’lljustsitandnottalkthenIdon’t

mind.Ijustwanttositwithyouthat’sall.Ifyou

don’twannatalkthat’sfine

Rightthenandtheretearsstartedflowing,I

couldn’tholdthem anymore

Hepulledmecloseandallowedmetocry

Lethabo:what’sgoingon?

Me:mypurityLT,hetookit

Heknewwhatimeant,Ialwaystoldhim about



thelessonswegetduringgirlsclassesat

church

Lethabo:weneedtotellanelder

Me:noIcan’t,ifItellsomeonemymom will

beatmeup

Lethabo:we’lltellMsCarlsheisnice

Ittookalotofconvincingfrom him and

eventuallyagreed.WhenItoldMsCarlmystory

shebecameemotionaltoapointthatshewent

andlockedherselfinthebathroom forafew

minutes

MsCarl:afterschoolI’llgohomewithyou.I



needtospeaktoyourparentsespeciallyyour

mother

Inoddedfeelingrelievedabit.Iwasaboutto

gethelp,mystepfatherwillstopdoingthis

Lethabowaswaitingformeoutside,

Me:sheisgoingtohelpme

Lethabo:see,Itoldyoushewouldhelp.I’m

sorryyouaregoingthroughthis

Me:it’sokay.

Let’sgotoclass



TherestofthehoursinschoolIwashappy,I

feltlighterasifIhadbeenfreedfrom

something.ForthefirsttimeinawhileI

couldn’twaitforthebelltoringindicatingthe

endofschoolandwhenitdidIpackedupmy

thingsandwenttoMsCarl’sofficeshewas

waitingforme

MsCarl:HeyLucy,letsleavedear.

OnlyafewpeoplecallmeLwazimostwhites

callmeLucythat’sthenameIusehere

MymotherwantedmetohaveanEnglishname

that’sperfectforanEnglishsurname.Nolwazi

Johnsonwasn’twhiteenoughforheritjust

didn’trhymeasgoodasLucyJohnson



ArrivingathomeIbecamenervousinstantly.I

didn’tknowwhatwouldhappen,wouldmydad

juststoporwillmymom supportmeandreport

him

Wefoundthem sittingintheloungewatching

thenews.Businessnewstobespecific

Mom:Lucy,what’sgoingon?

MsCarl:goodafternoonMrsJohnson.Iam Ms

Carl,IteachLucyEnglishatschool.CanI

pleasetalktothebothofyouaboutsomething

Mom:whathaveyoudonethistimeyouwitch?

Iduckedhidingfrom herhand.MsCarlcalmed



herdown

Mom:gotoyourroom sothatelderscantalk

IleftMsCarlwiththem andwenttomyroom

Itwasquietforawhileuntilmymom started

cursingandshouting

Shewasangry,Ihopesheisangryatdad

atleast

Istoodbythewindowjustlookingatthe

driveway.Mydadhadjoinedintooonthe

shoutingtheshoutingdieddownandIsawMs

Carlwalkingout.Shelookedbackatthehouse

andsawme.Icouldn’treadherface.



Isawhercardrivingawayoncethegateclosed

mydoorsopened

Mom walkedinlookinglivid

Mom:soyou’veresortedtolyingnow?You

wentandliedaboutyourfatherapastortoyour

teacher.Whatdoyouwantpeopletosayabout

him?

Everywordinherquestionswasfollowedbya

beating.Whichleftmewithastingingpain

whereeveritlanded

Ihidmyfaceandallowedhertojustbeatmeup.

Shewentonandonbeatingmeupaccusingme

oftryingtodestroyhermarriage

Mom:Iwillnotletyouruinmylifejustlikeyour



uselessfatherdid.Iwillnotdiemiserablelike

hedidandyouwillnotkillmeandmakeme

miserableinmyownhouse.Nowyouaregoing

totellyourteacheryouliedaboutyourfather

firstthingtomorrow

Me:butmaitwasn’talie.Herapedme

Mom:whatdoyouknowaboutrape?Huh?You

willsithereandthinkhardaboutyourlifeor

elseyou’llfindyourselfhomelessandyoucan

reallyberapedbyanyonewhowantstobythe

sideoftheroad

Shesaidandthelefttheroom lockingme

inside.MybodyachedsoItookabathandthen

gotinbed



ItwasprettyclearIwasn’tgettingdinner

tonightsoImightaswellsleep

MybodywastoopainfulandIhadnosleepsoI

justlaidthelookingattheceilinglettingmy

tearswetthepillow.Ijustcouldn’tunderstand

whatIdidorwhatchanged.Iheardthekey

turningandimmediatelyclosedmyeyes

pretendingtobeasleep

From thesteppingandthemasculinebody

sprayIknewitwashim.You’dthinkafterthe

beatinghe’llletmybodyrestbutnopehe

wantedhispleasureandIjustcontinued

closingmyeyeswhilehehadhiswaywithme.

ItwasstillpainfulbutIhadgottenusedtoitand

rightnowI’m tryingtoremovedmyselffrom

thissituationsothatIdon’tfeelanything



Hedidn’tcarethatIflinchedinpainwhenever

hetouchedme.Heincreasedhispacewhile

growlingontopofme.Hewassweatingfrom

allofthisandIjustletthetearsfall

HefinallystoppedandIwaswetbetweenmy

legs

IquicklycheckedI’ditwasbloodimmediately

whenheclosedthedoorbutitwasn’tbloodjust

someliquid.I’venoticedthatwheneverhe

finishesthatcomesoutofmenow

Iwenttothebathroom andbathedagainbefore

sleeping

MybodywasstillinpainandIwashungrybuti

couldn’tbringmyselftowalkdownthestairsto

getfood
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Daysbecameweeks,weeksturnedtomonths

andthenitwasafullyear

Ihadgottenusedtomynewlifeandlonger

criedaboutit.Lethabotriedtohelpmebutit

didn’tworkuntilhegavemeapicturehe

paintedofusingreengardenwithabeautiful

waterfall.

Iplaceditonmyceilingeverynightwhenmy

fathercomesintomyroom Ilookatitasheis

busyontopofme.

Mymom pretendsasifsheisnotseeing

anything



Iwokeupandhewassleepingtheresnoring

likeatractorworkingthefields

Ohyeshenolongergoesbacktohisroom after

havingsexwithme.Hesleeps.Heevenbought

abiggerbedformyroom forthatreason

Igotoutofbedandnoticedbloodonthesheet

Ihaven’tbledinalongtimesoIwassurprised

Iwokehim upandhewasalsosurprisedbythis

butheleft

Ichangedthebeddingthenwenttobath

Ifoundmymom sittingattheedgeofmybed.I



haven’tbeenpayingmuchattentiontoherand

lookingathernowIcanseeshelostalotof

weight

Sheplacedapackofpadsonthebed

Mom:youhavestartedyourmenstrualperiod

youhavetoweartheseuntilthebloodstops

comingout

Shesaidnotevenlookingatme.Inoddedand

tookthepads

IguessIhadexpectedthem tocomesinceI’m

now15yearsold,ourlifeorientationteacherdid

mentionthisandalsoourgirlsclassteacher

toldusaboutitandevenshowedushowto

wearthepads



Igotoutofmyclosetafterbeingdressedand

mymom wasstillthere

Mom:wewillhavetogototheclinicsothatyou

canstartwithcontraception

Inoddedandleftherthere

Iwasn’treallyinterestedinmaking

conversationabouthowIwasgoingtoprepare

forherhusbandtoenjoyhimself

IfoundVanessasittingattheBarhavingjuice

Vee:finallyyoucomedownstairsI’vebeen

bored



Me:I’m sorryey.GirlstartedonherMenstrual

cyclethismorning

Vee:eeewwww!!!Idon’twishtobeyou

Me:(laughing)yeahdon’twishbutyou’llget

heretoo

Vee:yeahwhenI’m 20yearsoldnotnowmy

love

OhVeeforeverdramatic

Vee:isitpainfulthough?

Me:yeahitisIjustwannaeatandthendrink

painkillers



Vee:wellthat’sabummer,IguessI’llbe

swimmingaloneagaintoday.Haveyounoticed

thatwehardlyspendtimetogether

Me:Ihardlyspendtimewithanyone

Vee:exceptforLethabo

Ilookedaroundandhither

Me:shhhhhhneversayawordaboutLethabo

again.Doyouwantmom tobeatmeup?

Vee:sheisalwaysbeatingyouup



Me:thatdoesn’tmeanIenjoyitandI’llgladly

welcomingitnotinviteitsopleasekeepquiet

Vee:finemylipsareSealedfornow

Me:foreverabouthim

Vee:younotfun.Atleastpromiseyou’llwatch

meswim

Me:yeahI’llwatchyouit’snotlikeIhave

anythingbettertodo

Mom camedownstairsalldressedupfollowed

bymystepfather

Helookedatme



Dad:yourmothertoldmethatyouhavestarted

yourperiods

Inodded

Dad:I’m sureyouknowwhatthismeansright?

Youneedtostayawayfrom boys

Ilookedathim andthenlookedatVanessawho

lookedatme

Inoddedandfinishedmysandwhich

Mom:eatupsothatwecangototheclinic



Me:wearegoingnow?

Mom:yes

Mom:can’tyoucallthedoctortocomehere.I

don’treallyfeellikebeinginacrowdandwhatif

peopleseemyblood

Vee:that’smycuetoleave,Idon’twanttobe

partofthisconversation

Mom:lookIdon’thavetimetodothisbackand

forthwithyoulet’sjustgototheclinic

Me:I’lljustgoandchangemypantsthen

Ihaven’tlookedatmymom inawhileandtoday



Ididandshehadeyebagsonalthoughshe

triedtohidethem withthemakeupandglasses

Afterchangingweleft.Theridewas

uncomfortable.Ihaven’tspenttimewithmy

mom inawhilesothereisreallynothingtotalk

about

Mom:yourteachersaysyourmarkshave

droppedandI’veseenthem too

Me:grade10wasaseasytheothergradesI’ll

workhardthisyear

Shenodded.Inanormalsettingaparentwould

askwhatisgoingonorwhat’saffectingmy

gradesbutshecan’tbecausesheknows

exactlywhat’sgoingonbecauseI’m notadumb



kidandI’veneverbeenone.

MsCarlnevertriedtointerferewithmy

problemsbecausemymom toldherthatIwas

lyingaboutthewholethingandIalsohadtosay

Iwaslying.Thefearofsleepingonthestreets

gotthebetterofmeandIdidit

Therewasnolineattheclinic.It’saprivate

clinicanyways

Wewaitedforafewminutesbeforegetting

helped

Thedoctorhadconcernsaboutthechoiceof

contraceptivemymom pickedbutsheisgood

withwordssosheputonherconvincingface

andgaveaconvincingspeechtillthedoctor



agreedtodotheprocedure.Hewasconcerned

thatI’m sexualactiveatthisagebutmymom

said“it’saprecautionarymeasure”

Thedoctordidn’tsayawordafterthatandthat

washowIendedupwithastickinmyarm

Doc:don’tstrainthatarm foratleastaweekor

elsethestickwillshiftanditwillbeuseless

Inodded

Weleftthedoctorsofficeandheadedfor

church.Mymom waspickingupafewthings

there.

I’vecometohatechurchbecausemystep

fatherstoodinfrontofeveryoneandaccused

meoflyingabouthim andnoonestoodbyme.



Everyonebelievehim andIwascalledallsorts

ofnamesandinsultedintheworstpossible

way

Theworstofitalliswhentheyprayedforme.

Thewholecongregationprayedformeclaiming

toberemovingthedemonthathaspossessed

me.ApparentlyIwasademonheretodestroy

mymother’sperfectlife.Iwassentafterthe

pastorbecauseheisagreatmanofGodand

hasbeenchosentoleadthechurch.

Thenewsofmyliestraveledfastandreached

school.Sooneveryonewastalkingaboutit,at

schooliwastreatedlikeafreakwhoisn’t

meanttoassociatewithanyone.Theonly

personwhostoodbymeisLethaboevenwhen

everyonedissedhim forstickingbymehe

didn’tcare.



IremainedinthecarjustchattingtoLethabo

whilemymom wentinsidetogodowhatever

sheneededtodo.Shecameoutafteranhour

andweleft

Innormalcircumstancesandsituations,

mothersanddaughterwouldbelaughingand

singingalongtomusicontheirwayhomebut

notwithmeandmymom.Wewerelike

strangersinabus,didn’tcareabouttheride

justwantedtogettoourdestinationatleastI

knowIdidwanttogethomesobadly
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Lwazi



Irememberstartingtofallsick.Icouldn’tkeep

downanythingandIwasworriedthatitmight

makemefail.Iwassittinginformyfinalexams

ingrade12

Icould’veneversuspectedpregnancy.Iwas

sureIwasprotectedfrom that

SoIcontinuedlivinglikenothingwashappening,

likeIwasn’tsickandIactuallymanagedto

writemyexamsandfinishthem

Ifoundaboutmypregnancyafterfaintingwhile

goingtoreturnmytextbooksanddonatemy

uniform atschool

LethabosaidIfellwhilewewerestandingand



hitmyhead.ItexplainedthepainIwasandthe

headache

TheschoolnursegotinjustasIwastryingto

situp

Nurse:youareawakefinally.Ifyoucanwalk

pleasetakethiscup.Urinateonitandbringit

herewehavetodoapregnancytest

IlookedatLethaboandheshruggedhis

shoulders

Itookthecupandwenttopeeonitandgaveit

toher

Shedidthetestandwehadtowaitforafew

minutesbeforeitcouldtelltheresults



Lethabowasholdingmyhandtight.A

pregnancywillchangeourplansfornextyear

I’llneverberidofmystepfather

Nurse:justasIsuspectedyouarepregnant

Ilookedatherhopingshewouldsaysheis

joking

Me:buthow?I’m oncontraceptives

Nurse:whichones?

Me:Ihavethat3monththingonmyarm

Nurse:Iguessitmust’veshifted.Onceitshifts



itcannolongerbeeffectiveyouareluckyyou

didn’thaveexcessivebleeding

Me:Iwould’vepreferredthatthanthis

Shelookedatmeandsatdown

Mytearswerejustflowinguncontrollably

Nurse:youseem tohaveasupportiveboyfriend,

Iknowitwon’tbeeasy.Thischanges

everythingbutit’snottheendoftheworld.You

canstillfurtheryourstudieswhilebeingamom

Ishookmyhead

Me:youdon’tunderstandSisi.Iwassupposed



togetawaynextyearandbefreefrom mystep

fatherbutnowthatwon’thappenifI’m

pregnant

Iguessfrom mywordsshefiguredoutwhat

washappening

Lethabo:looknana,wecanstillgotoCape

Town.YoucandoyourfirstyearatUnisawith

NsfasandthentransfertoUCTonyoursecond

year

Ilookedathim ashewipedmytears

Lethabo:wewillfigurethisoutjustdon’ttell

yourmom oryourfather



Nurse:mostteenagerschoosetoabortandI

foroneIam againstitbutit’syourdecisionbut

keepingthebabyandgivingupforadoptionis

anotherchoicejustlikekeepingthebabyand

raisingit.Yourboyfriend’splanisgood

Inodded

Weleftherofficeaftershegavemeareferral

lettertothelocalclinictogodoascanandsee

howfaralongIam

ThewholewaytothetaxisIwasquiet.Lethabo

didn’ttrytomakesmalltalksheallowedmeto

be

Lethabo:itwillbeokayjustbequietaboutit

andfirstthinginJanweareleaving



Inodded

Lethabo:onemoremonth

Inoddedbecausetohim itsoundedeasytoget

throughamonthbutformeitwasn’t.I’m

practicallymystepfather’ssecondwife

Wetaketurnswithmymom.

Igotinthetaxianditdroveoff

IwasdreadinggettinghomebecauseIfeltthey

wouldnoticethatsomethingisdifferent



Igotoffatadistancefarfrom homesothatI

couldwalkandwakeupmyotherpersonathat

I’vecreatedtotolerateeverythingthat’s

happeningathome

Sheisahappyversionofmeandthat’showI’ve

beenabletosurvive

Igothomeandthedevilwashome

Helookedatme

Him:wherehaveyoubeen?

Ilookedathim beforeIanswered

Me:atschool



Him:youwerewiththatboyweren’tyou?

Ilookedathim andwalkedaway

Him:don’twalkawayfrom me

Me:whatdoyouwantfrom me?You’vetaken

everythingfrom mewithoutaskingandnowyou

arequestioningmywhereabouts.Ain’tit

enoughthatyou’vepracticallymademeyour

wife?Rapingmeeveryday?Hlukananam

please

HewassurprisedthatItalkedbackathim

Iwenttomyroom andjustlockedmyselfinside

AfteranhourheknockedandIignoredhim until



hegaveup

Ilookedoutthewindowandsawhiscardrive

out

Isighedinreliefandplayedmusicandstarted

dancing

You’dthinkI’vegonecrazywiththewayIwas

dancingbutIwasfrustrated

DayspassedatitwasmidDecember

Ifoundmymom inmyroom withmypadson

thefloor

ShelookedatmeasIlookedather

Myheartstartedracing



Mom:youhavetwopacksofunusedpads

Me:mmmhhhhhh

Mom:ANSWERME

Me:youdidn’taskanythingyoutoldmeabout

mypads

Mom:DONTBECHEEKYWITHMEYOUNG

LADY

Me:Younglady?Whendidyourealizetheyoung?

I’vebeenpracticallyagrownwomanforthelast

4years.Isn’tthatwhatyoutoldmetobe?Abig

girlandstopwhiningandjustsatisfyyour

husbandbecauseyouarenotlosingthislife



whileIlostmineandlivedhis

Mom:Don’tdareplayvictim,youenjoyed

everythingyoudidwithhim.Icouldtellfrom

howyoumoanforhim everynight

Me:Iguessafterawhileyougetusedtoit,from

fakingittolivingit.Justbecausemybody

reactsthewayitdoeswhenherapesme

doesn’tmeanIlikeitandbesidesIonlymoan

thatloudbecauseitboostshisego

Sheslappedmeacrosstheface

Iturnedandlookedather

Me:hitthisonealso



Isaygivinghermyothercheek

Shelookedatmeandmovedback

Mom:areyoupregnant?

Me:pregnant?Didn’tyoutakemetotheclinic

togeta3yearimplanttostopthatfrom

happening?

Shelookedatme

Me:myperiodsstoppedbutI’m notpregnantI

testedsorelaxsisterwife



Mom:Youareenjoyingthisaren’tyou?

Me:notevenabitbutyoupracticallymademy

vaginayourmealticketsomyassisworking

foryou.Nowleavemyroom

Mom:Youarestillinmyhouseyoungladyyou

betterwatchyourwords

Me:orwhat?Youwillbeatmeandchaseme

out?Howdiditworkthelasttimeyoutriedthat?

Yousleptoutsidethewholeweekuntilyou

foundme.I’vegottenusedtoyourbeatingand

truthisIdon’tcareanymoreandwebothknow

chasingmeoutisnotanoption.Nowleavemy

room beforeItellourdearhusbandyouwere

harassingmeagain



Atearfellfrom hereyebeforeshewalkedout

Iclosedthedoorandsankdownonthefloor

andcried

Iregrettedspeakingtoherlikethat,sheisstill

mymom

Myphonerangbringingmebacktoreality

ItwasLethabo

Me:LTwhat’sgoingon?

LT:heysoIspoketomygramsandhesaidI

canbringyouoveratthefarm andwecan

spendtherestoftheholidaysthereandwecan

leaveinJanwhenwearegoingtoCapeTown.

Sopackyourimportantdocumentsandlotsof



dressesandsneakout

Myheartwasjumpingatthatmoment.This

wasmywayout

LT:I’llcomepickyouupinanhour

Me:okay,I’llbeready

LT:Iloveyouboth

Me:weloveyoutoo

Ihungup,lockedthedoorandstartedpacking

everythingImightneed



Ithrewthebagoutthewindowandthewalked

downstairsdressedinmyrunningclothes

Ifoundeveryonedownstairs

Me:I’m goingformyrun

Dad:don’ttakelongwehavethatChristmas

charityeventonight

Inoddedandleft,tookmybagandranout

LethabowasparkedtwohousesawayIgotin

andhedroveoffimmediately

Me:thankyoufordoingthisLethabo



Him:Itoldyouyouwouldgetouteventually

Me:IfeellikeI’m dreamingandsomeonewill

wakemeupsoon

Him:youain’tdreamingbabeit’sreally

happening

Hisgrandmother’sfarm wasinZeerustandwe

gottheremidnightsincewedidn’tspeed

Hisgrandmotherwassleepingwhenwegot

therebutshewokeupwhenweknocked

Grams:Iwasbeginningtothinkyouguys

changedyourmindsaboutcominghere



LT:nevergrams.GramsthisisNolwazi

Imovedforward,shepulledmeinahug.Itwas

awarm motherlyhug.Idon’trememberthelast

timeIhadthose

Grams:youarewelcomemybaby.Comeyou

mustbetired

Me:Iam grams

Grams:youaresleepingwithmeinmyroom

LT:grams

Grams:youknowIdon’tplaylikethat.Parkthe

carinthegarageandgotobedboyyou’llsee



herinthemorning

Lethabolaughedandwalkedout.Gramspulled

metoherroom

Itwasbeautifulwithakingsizedbed

Lethabobroughtmybagsandleftforhisroom

IchangedintomysleepwearandjoinedGrams

inbed

Grams:doyouknowifit’saboyoragirl?

Ilookedathershesmiled

Grams:weoldpeopleknowthesethings



Me:Idon’tknowit’stooearlytotell.I’m justa

monthandtwoweeks

Shenodded

Grams:everythingwillbefine.Youarefree

from thatpainandsuffering

Inoddedandjustallowedherwarmthsoothe

meuntilIslept

Weekspasssedanditwasjustafternewyear,

thedayofourresultswastomorrow.Iwas

nervousey.Itwashardwritingmylasttwo

papers



Iwas2monthspregnantbutnothingwas

showingbesidestheweightgainwhichIthink

it’sbecauseofbeinghappyandthefoodgrams

hasbeenfeedingus

I’vefalleninlovewithbaking,gramsloved

bakingandthatrubbedoffonme

Lethabogotmeanewphonesincewehadto

getridofthatonejustIncasetheycouldtrace

meusingit

Grams:I’m startingtothinkthatyouarebaking

foryourselfnowinsteadofme

Me:(laughing)Ienjoybakingey.Ithelpsme

relax



Grams:worriedabouttomorrow?

Me:yeahIam grams.Myresultsaremyticket

tofreedom.IfIcangotoschoolandstudyI’ll

beabletofinallylivemylifewithoutworrying.

Myparentswon’teverthinkthatI’m inCape

Town

Grams:andthechild?Whatwillyoudowithit?

Me:thereisauniversitywhereIdon’thaveto

gotoschooleverydayIcandomyschoolwork

whileathomeandthengowroteexamssonext

I’llgotoitandraisemybabyuntilheorshecan

beabletogotoadaycareandthenIwillgoto

schoolfulltime

Shesmiled



Grams:bringhim/hertomeifyoueverneed

help

Me:(smiling)thanksgrams

Shebrushedmyhandandwentbacktohercup

oftea

Lethaboishandsonwiththelivestock.He

enjoysmilkingcowsandnursingthelambs,I

hardlyseehim duringtheday

Ourrelationshipisstillgreat.Gespoilswhich

everwayhecan

Ihadjustfinishedcleaningupinthekitchen

whenhecameinrunning



LT:WehavetogoNolwazi

Hesaidgoingtothebedroom

Me:What’sgoingon?

LT:Igotacallfrom myfathertellingmethat

yourstepfatherisonhiswayhere

Myheartstartedbeatingfast

Me:buthow?

LT:hegotthepoliceinvolvedandwasaccusing

myfatherofkidnappingyousohehadtogive



upourlocation

Me:howfardoyouthinkheis?

LT:Idon’tknow,myphonehadnonetwork

sincelastnightsohemightbeheresoon

Gramshelpedmepackmythings

Ididn’twanttoleaveherbutIhadto

Shegaveusmoney

Grams:takecareofyourselveskids.Drivewell

Lethabo



Ihuggedherandgotinthecar

Lookingatherhousedisappearbehindusbroke

myheartaswedroveoff.Iwashappyatthat

place

Justaswereachedtowntherewasaroadblock,

theyweresearchingcars

Myheartwasbeatingfastaswewerenotfar

LT:let’sturnback

Ilookedathim.Atthispointwewerehelpless.

Itwasovertherewasnothingwecoulddoright

now



Me:LTgetoutofthecarandrun

LT:theywillarrestmeforrunning

Me:butnowtheyaregoingtoarrestyoufor

kidnappingme

LT:wecan’tletthem getyou.Youwillgoback

tothatplaceiftheydo

Me:wetriedLTit’sokay

Theofficersreachedourcar

Officer:wefoundthem,youcanleteveryonego



Heshoutedtotheotherofficers

Officer:getoutofthecarplease

Weslowlygotout

TheycuffedLethabowhiletellinghim whyheis

underarrest

Helookedatmeastheyshovedhim insidethe

car

Iwasinadifferentcar

TheotherofficerwasdrivingLethabo’scar

behindusaswedroveofftothepolicestation



Iwasjustquietlettingmytearsfall

Officer:youarefreefrom him now,youaresafe

Me:safe?I’m notfreefrom anythingIwasfree

until5minutesagowhenyoutookus.

Officer:yourparentshavebeenworriedsick

aboutyou.I’llbehappytofinallyreturnyouto

them.Theyarewaitingatthestation

Ijustlookedathim andkeptquiet

Wegottothestationandmymotherandstep

fatherwerestandingtherelikeconcerned

parents



Sheimmediatelyrantomewhenshesawme

Shewasdoingitforthecamerassincethere

journalists

TheypushedLethabointoacell

Dad:ohmyangelI’m sogladyouaresafe.That

boywillpayforwhathedid

Ilookedathim asheactedlikeaconcerned

father

Me:ifyoudon’twantmetocauseasceneyou

willtellthem toletLethabogo



Mymom lookedatme

Ihadacceptedthatmylifewasnotgoingto

changeIcouldn’tallowthem toruinLethabo’s

lifebeforeitevenstartsit’sbadenoughthathe

wastakenpicturesbythepressaswegothere

Iwenttotheofficerincharge

Me:Sirpleaseletmyboyfriendgo.Hedidn’t

kidnapme.Heinvitedmetohishomeforthe

holidaysandIsneakedourfrom homeandleft

withhim

Theofficerlookedatme

Officer:issomeoneforcingyoutosaythis?



Me:nooneisforcingme.That’smyboyfriendI

havepicturestoproveitandmessagestoshow

you

Ihandedhim myphonewhichhadchatsofme

andLethabowhilewewereatgrams.Videos

andpicturesshowingIwasfine

Theofficerlookedatmeandbackatmy

parents

Dad:lethim go

RightthenIknewhehadthem inhispocket,

ain’tnowaytheycanwastepoliceresources

likethatandnotcare



IrantoLethaboassoonashewasescorted

out

Heheldmetight

LT:I’m sorry

Me:it’sokay

Isaidbreakingthehugandholdinghishands

Me:yougotoCapeTownandstudyfortheboth

ofusokay

LT:IpromiseI’llcomebackforyou



Me:I’llbewaiting

ThatwasthelasttimeIeverspoketohim

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’s

#39

Lwazi

Noonesaidawordonourwayhome.Iwasjust

lookingoutthewindowjustthinkingabouthow

closeIwastobeingfreefrom thesetwo

Isleptthroughouttherideandonlywokeup

whenwegot“home”

WhenwegotinwefoundVeesittingwatching

tvshelookedatmeonceandthenwentbackto



hershow

Iwenttomyroom immediatelyandsatonthe

bed

Mymom gotinwithmythings

Mom:Youenjoyseeingmesufferdon’tyou?

Me:Iwasmakingthingsbetterforyou.Atleast

whenI’m goneyou’llhavehim alltoyourself

Mom:youthinkyouaretheonlywithavirgina?

Ilookedather



Mom:IhadtoleaveandnotcomebacktillI

havefoundyou.Juststopdoingthistomeand

juststay

Me:Iwantsomethingbetterthanthis.I’m tired

ofthislifema.I’vetriedkillingmyselfmorethan

onceanddidn’tsucceedbecausehereIam.I’m

tiredofbeinghiswife

Mom:youthoughtyoucouldrunawaywithhis

kid?Really?Hehadbeenprayingyoufall

pregnantsinceyouJuneexams.Heknewyou’d

wanttogotouniversityandyou’llnevercome

backsotheonlywaytokeepyougroundedwas

togetyoupregnantandhesucceededeven

thoughitwasnotinJune

Me:howcouldyoubeokaywithallofthis?How

couldyoustandthereandtellyourown



daughterthatyourhusbandwantedtogether

pregnant?Isthatevennormaltoyou

Sheslappedme

Mom:you’vedoneenoughjuststoprunningand

acceptthatthisisyourlife.Ithasbeenyourlife

for4yearsnow

Me:itsureashellain’tgonnabemylifethis

year

Isaidbeforeleavinghertheretogobath

Icriedasthewaterwashedmybody.Iwas

closetoleavingthisplaceandgettingmylife

back



Ifeltarmssnaketheirwayaroundme

Mybodytensedup,Ihaven’thadsexintwo

weeksandIhadstartedtogetusedtoit

Hedidn’tbothermakingtalksandfourplay

Wewentstraightforit

Myfacewasagainstthewallashefuckedme

from behind

Ididn’tmoan.Iwasn’tabouttogivehim that

satisfaction

Whenhefinishedhegotout.Iopenedthetap

oncemoreandletthewatercleanme



Ifoundhim sittingonmybeddressedinhis

boxersonly

Him:whydoyouhavetodothis?Ithoughtwe

werepastthestageofyouaccusingmeof

rapingyou

Ikeptquietandjustoptionedmybodyandgot

dressedwhilehesatthereandspokeabout

howmuchhehadbeenwantingachild

Ilefthim thereandwentdownstairs

Veewasnotthere,thehousewasquiettoo.It’s

eithermymom issleepingorgonetoher

meetingsoncemore

Thedevilhimselfsatonthecouch



Him:takeoffthoseclothes

Me:I’m notdoingthat

Him:Idon’twanttoberoughwithyoubutyou

areforcingmyhand

Me:Idon’tcarebutI’m nottakingmyclothes

offforyou.I’m donebeingyoursexslave

HestoodupandIdidn’tflinchIlookedathim

HeslappedmeandIturnedandgavehim my

othercheek

Thatmadehim angry.ThefactthatIwasn’t

cryingorlookingsorry

HestartedgivingmepunchesuntilIfellonthe



floor

Hepulledmytrackpantsdowntogetherwith

myunderwear

HewashardsomethingthatIdon’tunderstand

becausenothingaboutthisisarousing,he

insertedhimselfandhadhisway

ItriedtolookforanythingIcanhithim withbut

therewasnothing

Afterawhilehecame

Him:Iwantyoutoridemeonmyfavoritecouch

justlikeoldtime



Ismiled

Me:Ilovethatcouch.Letmegetaglassof

waterfirst

Heletmegoandwenttositdown.Igotaknife

thendrankthewater

IhiditonmysleevesinceIwasstilldressedat

thetop

Him:Ican’tbelievewearefinallypregnant.I

can’twaittobeadadagain.Ihopeit’saboy.I

prayit’saboy

Me:alittleyourunningaroundthehouse



Hesmiled.Hissmilemademeangry

Igotontopofhim andstartedridinghim slowly

Hiseyeswereslightlyclosedandhewas

enjoyinghimselfbusymoaningmyname

Thatgotmeangryandangryeachpassing

second.TheonlythingIrememberisgetting

theknifeoutofmysleeve,howIactually

stabbedhim orwhereIstabbedhim that’sthe

detailsIdon’tremember

AllIknowismymom’sscream broughtme

backtolifeandIjumpedandsatinacorner

rockingmyselfbackandforth



Withtearsstreamingdownmyface

Ineverlookedathim orhiswoundsIjustgot

offhim andrantothecorner.TillthisIdon’t

rememberhowbadlyIstabbedhim

TheonlythingIregretaboutitallisthatmy

littlesistersawherdadinthatstate.Shewas

16yearsoldatthattimesosheknewwhatIdid

Mytrialwasstraightforward,Iwassentenced

to15yearsinprison,Igavebirthinprisonand

gaveawaymysonwhileIremainbehindbars.

At18almost19inprisonit’shardbutI

managedtolivethrough,madefriends,worked

inthekitchenasacookwasabletodofavors

forpeoplesothatIcansurvivebeinginside.

That’showmylifechangedandmytitle



changedtoexconormurderer

***********

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#40

Presentday

Lwazilookedatthecrowdastheykeptquiet

Lwazi:that’stherealstoryaboutLucyJohnson

“MsQunta,Ijusthaveonequestiontoask”

Lwazi:yesgoahead

“Willyoueverforgiveyourmom?”



Shelookedattheyoungladywhowasholdinga

taperecorder

Lwazi:Ilongforgavemymom butthatdoesnot

meanwegottodowhatmothersand

daughtersdo.It’stoolateforthatnow.Iwill

loveherasmymotherfrom adistance

“MsQunta,Ilookedatyourcaseanditsays

thatthechildyouwerecarryingwasnotyour

stepfather’schild,theDNAprovedit.Howtrue

isthat?”

Lwazi:theDNAresultswerefalsified.Anyone

whoknewmystepfatherwouldseehim inmy

son



“Soyouaresayingsomeonetemperedwith

evidence?”

Lwazi:Ibelieveso.Therewasnochanceforme

tosleepwithanyonebecausemystepfather

checkedmeeverytimeIgothomefrom school.

He’dinserthistwofingersjusttocheck

“Yourson,howdoyoufeelabouthim?”

Lwazi:Ilovemyson.Ithinkfrom themoment

thatIdecidednottoterminateIwasalreadyin

lovewithhim.Helookssomuchlikehisfather

butIdon’tdwellonhowhewasconceivedIlove

whoheis

“MsQunta,ifyouweretogobacktochange

somethingaboutyourlifewhatwoulditbe?”



Lwazi:Killingmystepfather.HadInotkilled

him he’dstillbealiveandmysonwouldhave

hisfatherandIwouldn’thavespent10yearsof

mylifeinprison.MaybeIwasgoingto

eventuallyfindawaytoescapeandgostudy

becausemyresultswerereallygood

“Ifyouweregivenachancetotellhim howyou

feelwhatwouldyousaytohim?”

Lwazikeptquietabitandthoughtforsome

time.Thisquestioncaughtherbysurprise

Lwazi:(testy)I’m sorryforgrowingupbecause

whenIdidyosawawomaninmeinsteadof

yourdaughter.Itrustedyoutoprotectmefrom

theworldbutyou...you...



Shecriedtofightbackthetearsbutitwashard

sosheranoffthestage

Isiphogotuptothanktheaudience

Isipho:unfortunatelyasyouallcanseeMs

Quntaistooemotionaltospeakwewillhave....

“IhavebeenwhereNolwaziisrightnow”

Aladystoodupinthecrowd

Theushershandedheramicrophone

Lady:EveningtoyouallmynameisSbahle.I

haveadaughterherfatheristhelatePastor

Johnson.(Thegrossgasped,thecameras



clickedandflashedherdirection.Lwaziwalked

out).Mymom andIusedtogohischurch.My

mom workedthereasacleanerbutshegotsick

andpassedonleavingmeandmydad.Iasked

totakeherjobandIgotit.IfIknewIwas

signingmyselftothedevilIwouldn’thave.He

starteddemandingforsexandIrefused,he

threatenedmyjob.Myfatherwasalsosickand

couldn’twork.IwasconsideringitbutIknewit

wasnotrightsoIkeptrefusinguntilonedayhe

gotangryandhitmeonmyheadwhileIwas

cleaningonthestoreroom.Iblackedoutand

wokeuptohishumpingandsweatingontopof

me.Myhandweretiredandsoweremylegs.

Couldn’tclosethem oranything.Herapedme

thewholeafternoonanddidn’tcarethatIwas

cryingbegginghim tostop.Whenhefinally

stoppedhetoldmetodressupsohecandrive

mehome.Itoldmyauntaboutthisandshe

saidIshouldkeepquietandforcedmetobath.

ThefollowingdayMrsJohnsonwasinour



homewithmoneytobuymysilence.Shewon

becauseIkeptquietaboutitandtookcareof

myfatherandIfoundoutIwaspregnantand

toldthem aboutmypregnancytheypromisedto

helpwithchildbuttheyneverdidandIgave

birthIhustledformychild.Sheis11yearsold

nowandverybeautiful.

“Whydidn’tyougotothepolice?”

Sbahle:tryhadpoliceintheirpockets.Mycase

didn’tevengothatfar.AndthefactthatI

bathedkilledmycase.

Isipho:thankyousomuchSibahleforsharing

yourstoryaboutthis.Weadmirehowstrong

youareandthebravery.Toeveryoneathome

watchingthis,itistimeweendthesilence,

mothersit’stimeyousupportyourdaughters,



protectthem againstmenwhoarepredictors.

Forhowlongwillmengetawaywithabusing

women?Let’sstopprotectingthem foroursake,

feeltheotherwoman’spainandletthateat

yourconsciencetillyouspeakupaboutit.Inthe

storiesIheardheartoday,itwasanuncle

rapinghisniece,thefamilyprotectedhim.It

wasafatherwhodiditforbusinessdeal,a

motherwhodiditforthelifestyleandher

marriage,amotherwhosoldherowndaughter,

asisterwhothoughtwasdoingitforsurvival,a

friendwhosoldherfriendupforbooze.Ithas

tostopnow,withus.Let’sstopgivingmenthe

powertohurtus.Iwanteachandeveryoneof

youtocheckuponyourfemalefriends,help

them whenyoucan.Evenifit’snotafriendhelp

someonewhenyouseetheyneedhelp.Ifthey

needcounselingreferthem toourhospital.I’m

pledgingtoprovidefreecounselingsessions

witheveryabusedwomanoutthere.Whatwill

youdo?



TheChoirclosedoffthesessionwithasong.

AsLwaziandIsiphowalkedouttothedining

hallwhereeveryonewasgoingtohave

refreshmentsbeforegoinghome

AfewwomencametothankLwaziandIsipho

forwhattheydid

Theyspoketoafewbeforeleavingthehall

Lwazi:IneedtogoseeBanzibeforeIgohome

Isiphoheldherhand

Isipho:hewillbefine

Lwazi:somehowI’m notsureaboutthat.



Isipho:faithandprayerwillgiveyouthe

assuranceyouneed

Lwazi:I’m stilltryingtofindawayaroundthat

Isipho:Iknow,itwon’tbeeasy.Icouldn’tpray

foralongtimeuntilZackhadleftforhisprayers

anddeliveranceandhislifewashangingbya

thread.Iprayedandprayedattimesitfeltlike

Godwasn’tevenlisteningtome.Iwas

pregnant,insideaninstitutionandZackwas

closetodying.

Lwazi:Iguessyourprayerswereheadbecause

hecameback

Isipho:yeahbutIlostmychild.Hecameback



whileIwasinhospital.Mybabywasgone.I

wasstressedsomuchthatitaffectedmybaby

Lwazi:andyoudidn’thatehim?

Isipho:noIblamedhim.Ididforawhilebutthat

mancontinuedsweepingmeoffmyfeetandI

couldn’timaginemylifewithouthim.Eventually

IhadtoremindmyselfthatI’m notonlyone

wholostachild.Hedidtoo

Lwazi:I’m reallyscaredofbeingpregnantand

alone

Isipho:Iknowyouare,luckyformeIhad

Lubanzi.YoualsohaveMassi,usehim asmuch

asyoucanaslongasheisofferingit’snota

problem



Lwazi:Massiisagreatguy,anygirlwouldbe

luckytohavehim butfrom oursexual

encountersI’veconcludedthatI’m notthatgirl.

Hehasagooddickgamebutmyheartandmy

bodyyearnsforLubanzi

Isiphoglancedatherandhereyeswentbackto

theroad

Isipho:thentellhim sothathecanmoveon

withhislifenow

Lwazi:Itoldhim andhesaidhe’llmoveonwhen

thekidsarrive.Hesaysifhegetsagirlnow

thereisahighchanceitwon’tworkout

becausehe’ddropeverythingifIneedhim



Isipho:heisright.Ijusthopehewillreallymove

on.Amandaisgettingmarriednextweekend

Lwazi:goshIevenforgotaboutthatone

Isipho:youguyshadafalloutneh

Lwazi:yeahsheaccusedmeofgivingherbad

adviceaboutMassibecauseIwantedhim to

myself.AllIsaidwasthatsheshouldstop

stringingMassialongwhenhermindismade

upaboutwhoshewants

Isipho:sheisconfusedthatone.

Theygotoutofthecarattheparkinglotofthe

hospitalandheadedtotheelevator



Lwazi:Idon’tevenknowwhichwardheisin

Isipho:Zackgavemethenameofhisdoctor

we’llaskforhim andhe’llgiveusLubanzi

Shenodded

TheygotoffattheICUfloorandheaded

towardsthenursesstation

Them:goodevening

Thenursesturnedtheirhandsandsmiled

recognizingthem from Tv



Nurse1:ohSisi,thankyouforsharingyourlife

withus.You’vegivenhopetomillions

Lwazi:I’m gladIdid.

Nurse2:ifIwereyouI’dkillmymother.I’d

torturehertillshebegsmetokillher

Everyonelaughed

Lwazi:thefactthatI’m livingandI’vemade

somethingofmyselfwilltorturehertillshedies.

Herconsciencewilleatherup

Nurse1:truewenagirl

Isipho:unfortunatelyladieswecan’tstaylong.



WeareheretoseeLubanziJacobs,

Thenurseslookedateachotherandlooked

downshakingtheirheads

Isipho:I’m hissisterin-lawandsheisbaby

mama

Nurse1:ohhewasoneofthecutestpatients

I’vehadtotakecareoff

Nurse2:(lookingatLwaziwithpity)hedieda

fewhoursago.Thedoctorhadbeenwaitingfor

youtogivethem agoaheadonanoperation

thatwasgoingtosavehislife

Lwazilookedatthem andchuckledabitwith



tearsatthebrickofhereyes

Lwazi:pleasedon’tjokelikethat

Thenurseslookeddown

Lwazi:(turningtoIsipho)whydidn’tyoucallme?

Isipho:wouldIbehereifIknew?

ShesteppedasideandcalledZack.Hisphone

Rangunanswered

Katwalkedtowardsthem

Kat:you!Whatdoyouwanthere?



ShesaidtryingtogetaholdofLwazibutIsipho

stoodinbetweenthem

Kat:ifhehadn’tgivenyouhisproxyIwould’ve

savedhim.Youtookmyhusbandawayfrom

me.Youkilledhim

Shesaidcryingasthesecurityofficerspulled

heraway

Security:(toLwazi)ma’am I’m gonnahaveto

askyoutoleave

LwazigotherbagandpulledIsiphoout

Nothingmadesensetoher.HowcouldBanzi

die?Notwhensheispregnantwithhiskids

Reachingthecarshejustwailedsomuchthatit



brokeIsipho’sheart

Sheheldhercloseandallowedhertocry

Lwazi:(crying)Iwasstillhopefulthathe’llcome

backtomebutnowthatwillneverhappenever

Isipho:IknowIknowbaby

Shecalmedherselfdownandgotinsidethecar

andtheydrovehome

Isiphowaslostinthoughtsbecauseitdidn’t

feellikehewasdeadtoher.Shedidn’thavea

visionaboutthatbutmaybeshemissedthis

becauseitwasclosetohome



ShesentamessagetoZacktofetchherat

Lwazi’shouse

Lwaziwasjustlookingoutthewindowallowing

thetearstofall

Justwhenshethoughtshewillfinallyhave

someoneofherown,someonewhowillmake

herhappyeverydayandthenKatcameand

brokeitallandnowheisdead

Isipho:Zackwillbringthekids.Ithinkyou’ll

needthem tonight

Lwazi:yes

Isipho:maybeIcanalsosleepover



Lwazi:noyourhusbandneedsyou,you’vebeen

workingsohardontoday’seventandneglected

him abit

Isipho:IknowIdidbutwewillgettothebottom

ofthistomorrow.Wewillgobacktothat

hospitalandtrytofindouthowBanzidied

Lwazinodded

Assoonasthecarstoppedoutsideherhouse

shewalkedtowardsitandheadedstraight

insideandintoherbedroom tojusthideherself

awayfrom theworld

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’s

#41



Presentday

“Lwaziwakeup,wakeupNolwazi”

Shecoughedandturnedtotheotherside

“Nolwaziwakeup,thehouseisonfire”

Shejumpedandopenedhereyes.Therewas

smokecominginsideherroom

Lwazi:isthisthatdream again.Ican’tsave

Banzipleaseleavemealone

Trishstoodinfrontofher



Trish:it’snotadream,yourhouseisreally

burning

Shegotoutofbedandopenedherbedroom

door.Therewasfirespreadingfrom thefront

door

Sheranupstairsandwokethekidsup

Shewascoughingnonstop

Shegavethekidswettowelstobreathintoto

avoidinhalingthesmoke

Shewrappedthem withawetblanketand

movedwiththem downstairs



Thefireheadspreadacrossthelivingroom and

thekitchen

Trish:whoevertriedtokilltonightwillnever

stopiftheyknowyouarealive

Lwazi:sowhatdoyousay?Killmyself?

Trish:nodammit

Thefirewastravelingreallyfast,shepushed

thekidsoutintothepatio

Lwazi:runtothegardenanddon’tcomeback



Angela:mama

Lwazi:goNathan

Shewentback

Trish:whatthehellareyoudoing?

Lwazi:gettingtheimportantdocumentsand

Banzi’scard

Trish:youwon’tbeabletogetoutofyoudon’t

leavenow

Sheraninbetweentheroomsandgot

everythingsheneeded



Whenshegotdownstairsthefirehadcovered

upmostofthehouse

Shecouldn’tevenseethedoor

Shewasbecomingdizzy

Trish:don’tdareloseyoureyes.Pourwateron

yourself

Shewenttoherroom,ithadn’tcaughtfirebutit

wasfilledwithsmokeshesliddownandlaidon

thefloorclosinghereyes

Thesweetslumberwasperfectthatsleepyou

neverwanttowakeupfrom

SheopenedhereyesandBanziwasstanding



therelookingather

Lwazi:Banzi

Hesmiledatherrevealinghiswhiteteethand

dimples

Lwazi:IwenttothehospitalbutKatwouldn’tlet

megetanyclose

Banzi:Iknow

Lwazi:Ireallymissyou

Banzi:thenyouneedtowakeupandgetoutof

thishousesoyoucanseeme



Lwazi:Ican’tgetout.Thefireistoomuch

Banzi:trustTrishshewillhelpyou

Lwazi:whoisshe?

Banzi:Angela’sbiologicalmom

Lwazi:sheispretty

Banzi:Iknow

Lwaziheldhishandastheywalkedaroundthe

greengrass



Banzi:youneedtowakeup

Lwazi:Idon’twanttowakeup.Youwon’tbe

therewhenIwakeup.

Banzi:andyouwon’tbetherewhenthekids

needyou.Thequintsyouarecarryingneedyou.

WakeupNolwazi

Hisfacialexpressionhadchangedandhisvoice

waslouder

Banzi:IloveyoubutIcan’tletyouleaveourkids

aloneandletyoukillyourselfand5innocent

lives.WAKEUP

Hepushedandjustlikethatshewokeup.The



smokewasthicker

Trish:theroofisabouttofallin

Lwazi:I’llnevermakeitoutofhere

Trish:youwillyouhaveto

Lwazi:shecoughedasthesmokestartedfilling

herlungs

Trish:I’llshowyouyourwayoutbuttheflames

mightcatchyou,Ican’tprotectyoufrom them

Lwazi:it’sokay



Trish:thisisthelasttimeyou’llseeme.Please

takecareofmybabygirl

Lwazi:whatdoyoumeanit’sthelasttime

Trish:juststandupandlet’sleave

Thegotoutoftheroom.Theflameswerewild

everythingwasonfire

Lwazi:Ican’tseethesink

Trish:comestandbythesprinklesjustgetwet

enoughtogetpasttheflames

Shestoodunderthesprinkles



Trish:theroofisgoingtofallanytimenow.You

needtoleave

Shetriedlookingforthedoorbutitwashard

thefireandthesmokehadmadethingsworse

Trish:gothroughthoseflamesLwazi

Lwazi:howsureareyouI’llbegoingoutside

whenIdo?

Trish:justtrustme

Lwazi:(coughing)youarenotevenheremaybe

youarejustafragmentofmyimagination



Trish:thentrustyourimaginationandjustgo

out

Shelookedbackatwheresheissupposedto

getputshecouldseeabrightlightshelooked

toseeTrishbutshewasn’tthere

Shejumpedthroughtheflamestowardsthe

lightandgotburntonherarm andleg

Sheranaroundandlookedforthekids

Theywereinthecornercrying

Herarm wasachingbutshedidn’tcarethey

neededtogetoutbeforepeoplegathered

around

Sheheldthekidsandleft



Firefighterspassedthem ontheroadrushing

towardsherhouse

Angela:mamaIcantbreathproperly

Lwazi:removethewetblanketbaby

Nathan:whathappenedtoourhousema?

Lwazi:Idon’tknowbaby,itwasburningwhenI

wokeup

Nathan:Ididn’tleavethestoveon

Lwazi:IknowbabyIknow



Theystoodatthetrafficlightswaitingforthem

tochangesotheycancross

Nathan:that’sUncleM’scar

Hesaidpointingtoacarthatwascoming

towardsthem

Massistoppedrightinfrontofthem

Theygotinthecarandhedroveoff

Lwazi:weneedthehospital.Somethingis

wrongwithAngelaandmyarm isburnt



Lookingatitnowitwasactuallyworsethanshe

thought

Massi:areyousure?Whathappenedbackthere?

Lwazi:Idon’tknow,Ithinksomeoneistryingto

killme

Massi:thenwecan’tgotoahospitalthat’sthe

firstplacetheywilllookespeciallyforpatients

withburns

Lwazi:whatdoyousuggestIdoI’m

Notgoingtolosethischildbecauseher

breathingisnotnormal

Massi:I’llgetyouguysoxygentanksandyou’ll



befine

Lwazi:wherewillyougetthose?

Massi:Ihaveafriend

Hesaidandthendrovequietly

LwazilaidAngela’sheadonherlapbrushing

herhair.Thewheezingsoundshewasmaking

witheachbreathgotherworriedbutshewas

alsoworriedaboutherselfandthekidssheis

carrying.Smokecan’tbegoodforapregnant

woman

Lwazi:howsooncanweflyout?



Massi:flyout?

Helookedatherforafewsecondsbefore

focusingontheroadagain

Lwazi:I’m notgivingwhoeverwastryingtokill

meanotherchancetodoso

Massi:whataboutthekidsandschool?

Lwazi:theirlivesareworthmuchmore

Massi:Icangetyouthefirstflightoutbut

wherewillyougo?

Lwazi:I’vealwayswantedtogotoCapeTown

maybethisisachancetodoso

Massi:therearealotofCamerasattheairport



ifyoureallywanttodisappearwewillneedto

drivetoCapeTown

Lwazi:we?noMassi,Idon’texpectyoutodrop

yourlifehereforus

Massi:I’m notgoingtodropmylife.I’llbewith

youguysuntilyousettlein

Lwazi:we’llneedtogetaplacetostay

Massi:youwon’thaveto.Banzihasabeach

housethere.NooneknowsaboutitonlyIdo

becauseIhelpedhim withregistrations.It’s

underAngela’snamenoonewouldguessa

littlegirlownssuchabighouse



Lwazi:areyousurenooneknows?

Massi:wellexceptforLubanzi,ZackandIsipho

andthedoctorswhoarelookingafterLubanzi

now

Lwazi:heisinCapeTown?Butthedoctorsaid

heis

Shelookedatthekids

Massi:Iknowbutheisalive.Wehadtomove

him.ThehospitalcalledZackwhileyouwereon

stageandtoldhim theyneededyoutosignfor

anoperationorelsehewilldie.Katwastoldbut

shechosetonotsayanything.Hopingthathe

diesIguess.Zackwasagainsttheoperationso

heaskedthathebemovedandweflewhim out

inhisJettothehouseI’m tellingyouabout



Lwazi:soyouguysdidallthatwithouttelling

me?

Massi:I’m sorrybutwehadtoactfast

Hestoppedoutsideaprivateclinic

Massi:stayhereI’llgetthetanksand

somethingforyourburns

Shenodded

Hermindwasn’treallyonwhathewassaying

rightnow.Shewasstillthinkingaboutwhathe

saidaboutBanzialmostdyingandhim beingin

CapeTowninthehousesheissupposedtogo

andlivein



Massigotbackandhandedthem thetanks

Massi:you’llfeelsomepainsasyouinhalethe

oxygen.It’snormalafterinhalingsmoke

Lwazinoddedandplacetheoxygenmaskon

Angela

Itwashardtobreathinbuttheyhadto.Angela

criedtryingtomoveitawayfrom herface

Nathan:nosis,youhavetokeepiton.Itwillget

betterjustcountto20thepainwillgoaway

Hesaidholdingherhand

Angeladidastold.Closinghereyesand



countingto20whichshewasn’tgoingtoeven

reachbutthefactthatshewouldkeephermind

busywithtryingtogetthenumbersrightwasa

gooddistractionforthepainherchestwas

feeling

Massi:letmefillupthetankandwewilldrive

therenow,wewillstopandgetyouguys

cleanedup.Andgetyounewclothes

Lwazinoddedshewassleepyrightnowsoshe

didn’thavetheenergytotalktohim

Thefollowingmorning

AtBanzi’shouse

Katsatdowndrinkingstraightfrom thebottle

ofwhiskey



“Policearestilltryingtosearchforthebodiesof

MsLwaziQuntaandherkidsafterawildfire

brokeoutinherhome.Manyofyouknowheras

LucyJohnson,lastnightshewasspeakingto

thousandsofpeopleaboutherchildhoodand

thetruthabouthermother’sfamousnovel“my

daughtermademeawidow”.Investigationsare

stillcontinuingtodeterminewhatstartedthe

firebutspeculationssaysomeonestartedthe

fire”

Herheartstartedpoundingafterhearingthe

laststatement.Therewasalotshewasdealing

withrightnowincludingnotbeingabletolook

atthemirrorandthemissingbodyofher

husband

Therewasaknockatthedoor



Shegotupandopened.Banzi’sfamilywas

standingontheothersideofthedoor

Shemovedforthem togetin.Hermotherin-law

pulledhertowardsthebedroom

MrsL:youneedtogetdressedandlook

respectable,thisbedneedstomove

Kat:hisbodyismissingsoforhowlongwillIsit

inthatmattressfor?Tillhisbodyisfound?

MrsL:(sighs)untilthefamilydecidedyouneed

tosithereandmournhim ashiswife.

Kat:(chuckling)mournhim ashiswife?Why



don’tyoubringNolwazihere.Hechoseherover

meandtrustedherwithhislife.Lookwhere

thatgothim andlookwhereIam becauseof

her?Ihopesheisdeadwhereversheisand

maythepolicenotfindherbody

MrsLukhelelookedather.Shecouldn’t

understandwhatkindofapersonsheis.The

coldnessthatsurroundedherwasnotnormal

andnowshedoesn’tevensympathizeabout

thekidsthatmightbedied,herhusband’skids

Kat:youpeopleshouldleavemyhouse

ShesaidpushingMrsLukheleout

Thefamilydownstairsstoodupwondering

whatwashappeningastheyheardshouting



comingfrom upstairs

Katwalkeddownthestaircaseandheadedto

them whilepushingMrsLukhele

Kat:getoutofmyhouseallofyou

Theywhisperedamongstthemselvesand

clappedtheirhandsamazedatherbehavior

Kat:Iwillnotmournamissingpersonanduntil

youbringhisbodytomeIwillnotdothatnow

getout

Theyallwalkedoutfollowingeachother

withoutsayingaword



Shesatdownonthecouchassoonastheyleft

“OhKatlego,youtouchedthewrongonethis

timearound”

Shelookedaroundthinkingitwasoneofthe

familymembersbuttherewasnoone

Coldairblewherfaceandshescreamedinpain.

Hervoicesoundedlike3differentpeoplewith

differentvoicesscreamingatthesametime

Shemovedbackandatticbythewall

Kat:showyourfacetome,letmeseeyou

“ShowyourselftooZeenaandfightme”



Kat:soyouknowwhoIam

“Ihavebeenwatchingyoubutlastnightyou

crossedalineyouweren’tsupposedtocross”

Kat:Isaidshowyourself

“You’vebeenfeedingonhergreedandanger

andfinallyyouandyourevilhusbandtookover

herbody”

Trishappearedstandingnotfarfrom Kat

Kat:youthinkitwasnicewatchingherenjoymy

husbandwhileIcouldtdoanything?



“Sowhatyoutookoverherbodyandwentand

killedmyfamily”

Kat:shewasgoingtodoitanywaysIjust

pushedherintherightdirection,Ihardlytook

over

“Youwon’tgetawaywiththis”

Kat:whatwillyoudo?Youaredeadthisfightis

forthelivingnotyou

TrishthrewaballoflighttowardsKatithither

onthestomachandshefelltotheground

Halfherfacehadturnedjustlikehowshehas

beenseeingherselfonthemirror



Kat:youthinkyouaregoingtokillmebut

hurtingthisbody?Thinkagainchild

ShethrewaballoffiretowardsTrishbutshe

disappearedbeforeitreachedher

Kat:(coughing)soyouwilldothathuh

“Youforgetthatyouneedherbodytodoyour

evilwork,ifshediesyoudie”

Kat:(wipingtheblackbloodfrom hermouth)

youaretoopuretokill

“Iwillbethelastpersonyouseeuntilyoudie”



Theroom becamedark,Katrubberhereyesbut

stillshecouldn’tseeanything

Kat:(laughing)Iwillwaitfornighttocome

“Atleastyouwon’tberoamingaroundtheday,

that’sgoingtobehardforyourmissions”

Thecoldwindblewagainandshescreamedin

agonyandfelltotheground

Trishdisappeared

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

#42

Atthepolicestation



Interrogationroom 1

TheofficerlookedatMrsJohnsonasshesat

thereunbotheredbyeverything

Officer:mywifeandIusedtothinksohighlyof

you.Readingyourbookwefeltsorryforbutall

alonghalfthebookisalietheonlytruthabout

itisthefactthatshekilledhim.Soyou

temperedwithevidence?Really?

MrsJ:whatareyoureallyquestioningmeabout

detective?Thefireortemperingwithevidence

10yearsago?

Officer:wewillgettothatothercasebutfor

nowallIneedisaconfessionfrom you.Didyou



ordidyounotsetthehouseonfiretokillyour

daughter?

MrsJ:mydaughterisintheotherroom being

interrogatedbyyourfriendsowhichdaughter

areyoutalkingabout?

Theofficerlookedatherindisbelief

Officer:canyoustopplayingaround.Youhad

motivetowantherdead,shekilledyour

husbandanddidn’tserveherfullsentence,she

toldtheworldaboutyourlies,ruiningyour

reputationandname.Youarelosingyour

churchbecausemywifetoldmeyouwere

removedasthepastorofthechurch

MrsJ:ifIwantedLucydeadIwouldhaveshot



hersothatshehasnochanceofsurvival.Sono

Ididtnotstartthefireatherhouse

Theofficernodded

Detective:unfortunatelyforyou,youwillnotbe

goinghometonightbecausesomeonedropped

offafilecontainingallyourdealings,howyou

madesureyourdaughterwassentencedlong

enough,falsifyingtheDNAresults,thelistis

endless

MrsJ:Iwantmylawyer

Detective:ohdon’tworryyourlawyerwillbe

heresoon.It’smother’slikeyouthatarekilling

ourgirls.



Hewalkedoutaftersayingthat

Shesatdownrubbingherhead.Herlifehad

turnedupsidedownbythesamepersonwho

changedityearsago.Shelostherpublishing

deal,lostfansandwasremovedfrom her

positionatchurchjustthismorningbefore

policecameknockingatherdoor

Theonlythingshewasgratefulforwasnot

beingarrestedoutsidechurchthatwould’ve

beenthelastnailtothecoffin

Interrogationroom 2

Detective:MrsDubewherewereyoulastnight?

Vee:iwasatMonatecafehavingafewdrinks



Thedeceivewrotedownonapad

Detective:accordingtoyourreceiptthecafe

youwereinisjust20minutesawayfrom the

victim’shousewhichmakesmebelievethatas

soonasyousawthatthehousewasonfireyou

droveoff

Vee:ifIwantedmysisterdeadIwouldn’tburna

houseIwouldshootherandmakesuresheis

dead

Detective:am Icorrecttosay,youwouldkill

yoursister?Giventhechance

Vee:IwouldbutIdidnotstartthatfireandI

hopesheisdeadtheworldisbetterwithouther



ThedetectivelookedatherwithWespopped

Vee:yesIhatemysister,notonlydidshetake

mydadawaybutallthoseyearswhensheran

awaysheleftmebehindtoreplaceher.I

sufferedbecauseofher

Detective:whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Vee:whensheleftmyfathercontinuedhisevil

deedsandfrom thatdayhedidn’tstop.SaidI

tastedgood.Mymotherdidn’tknow,shenever

suspectedathing,thoughtitwasjustme

spendingtimewithmyfather.Noonewould

reallythinkthathewasrapingme

Thedetectivewroteeverythingdownandthen



lookedather.Hefeltsorryforherabitbuther

angerdoesn’tjustifymurder

Detective:am Icorrecttoassumethatyou

knewyourfatherwasrapingyoursister?

Vee:Iknew,nomatterhowmuchmymother

triedtohideitIsawit.Shewouldtakemeout

formoviesleavingLucybehindandIalways

wonderedwhyuntilonedayIgothomeearly

from schoolandIheardmoanscomingfrom

Lucy’sroom

IopenedthedoorslightlyandIsawhim raping

her.

Detective:whydidn’tyoudosomethingaboutit?

Vee:atthattimedetectiveIdidn’tknowwhat



washappeningsoItoldmymom aboutitand

shemademesworenottotellanyone.Inever

understoodituntilithappenedtome.

Detective:youdounderstandthatyoujusttold

methatyourmotherknewaboutyoursister

beingraped

Vanessalookeddownandsighed

Shehadneverhadtorelieveallthosetimesher

ownfatherrapedheruntilnow

Detective:whydidn’tyoutellyourmotherabout

yoursituation?

Vee:whatdifferencewasitgoingtomake?If

shemademekeepquietaboutLucy’srapethen

shewould’vedonenothingaboutmetoo.



Detective:whydidn’tyougotothepoliceortell

someone?

Vee:youthinkLucydidn’tdothat?Whydoyou

thinksheendedupkillinghim?Shehadtried

reportingtoanelderandshewasprayedforat

churchtoldshehasademonworkingagainst

the“pastor”,shetoldherteacherthey

threatenedtomakeherunemployed,shewent

tothepolicestationandhercasedidn’tgo

anywhere,sheranawaypoliceturnedZeerust

upsidedownlookingforher.Myfatherwasn’t

somepastorhispowerranbeyondthechurch

Detective:ranbeyondthechurchhow?

Vee:therewereweekendswherehemetwith



his“brothers”theywoulddressinblackforthat

weekendandleaveandcomebackSunday

midnight

Detective:hisbrothers?Doyouknowthem?

Vee:oneofthem wastheprincipal,theother

wasaminister,Idon’tknowwhotheothers

were

Detective:ontheseweekendswhatwouldthey

do?

Vee:Idon’tknowbutIknowthatafterthose

weekendshewouldcomebackandgivemy

mom moneytospoilherselfandmembersat

churchwoulddouble



Thedetectivestoodupandwalkedaroundthe

room abit

Vee:IbelieveIhavegivenyoueverythingyou

needdetective,nowifyou’llexcusemeIneed

toleave

Detective:MrsDubeI’m gonnaneedyouto

writedownwhatyouknowaboutNolwazi’s

rapeandhercaseandaboutthefireather

house

Hesaidhandingheranotepad

Shebeganwritingeverythingsheknewdown.

Howhermothermadehermarrythedetective

whowasinchargeasapayment



AtBanzi’shouse

Katwokeupandrubbedhereyescountless

timesbuteverythingwasdark,shecouldn’tsee

anything

Kat:Nononomyeyes

Shetappedherhandstryingtofindsomething

toholdon

Shecutherfingeronbrokenglassesonthe

floor

Tearsstreameddownhereyesassherealized

thatshewasblind



Someonerangtheintercom,shesattherejust

wishingwhoeveritiswouldjustgoaway

Sheheardherphoneringingnotfarfrom her

From theringtonesheknewitwashermom

Shefollowedthesoundasglassescuther

handsandknees

Thecallendedbeforeshereacheditbutrang

again,shereacheditandtriedtoansweritand

shedidn’teventually

Kat:Ma

K’smom:openformebabyI’m atthegate

Kat:iwillgiveyouthecodesoyoucanenter



Shecalledoutthecodeandbuzzingsoundof

thegateopeningmadehersighinrelief

Hermother’svoiceechoedfrom thedooras

sheshoutedhername

Kat:Mafollowmyvoice

K’smom:whatgamesareyou......(shestopped

onhertracksatthesightofabrokenliving

room)whatthehellhappenedhere?Didyouget

robbedorsomething?

Katjustletthetearsfall

Sheheardthecrushingofthepiecesofthe



glassagainstthefloorasanindicationthather

mom waswalkingtowardsher

K’smom:WhathappenedKatlego?

Kat:(crying)Ican’tseema.I’m blind

Itwasonlynowthatshesaiditdidhermom

realizethateversinceshegotinKatdidn’tlook

herwayshewaslookingtheotherway

Shestoodinfrontofherandsquatted

Katturnedabittofollowhermother’sscent

Hermotherwavedherhandinfrontofhereyes

andtherewasnoblinking

K’smom:howdidyoubecomeblind?You’ve



neverhadanyeyeproblems.isitpainful?

Kat:nomama.Ijustwokeupandcouldn’tsee

anything

K’smom:I’m takingyoutothedoctor

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

43

TheairinCapeTownfeltdifferent,theweather

wasdifferenteyit’sclosetowinterandwinter

inCapeTownisnotpleasant

Lwazilookedatthedrivewayasthecarpulled

up.Ithadbeenhoursontheroadandthekids

wererestless.



Shewokethem upassoonasMassi

announcedthattheyhadarrived

Theyallgotoutandfollowedhim towardsthe

door.Shewastootiredtoevenpass

complimentsabouthowthehouselooked.The

kidsdidn’tevennoticetheyprobablywantedto

sleep

Theyweremetbyawomandressedinamaid

uniform

Shesmiledatthem andstoppedtogreat

Lady:hiI’m Nozibele.

Lwazi:hiim Nolwazi.It’snicetomeetyou



Lady:likewisema’am.Themainbedroom is

readyandthekid’sroomsarereadytoI’llshow

them

Lwazi:Iliketotuckthem inyoucanjustdirect

metowardstherooms

Nozibeleledthewaytotherooms.Angela’s

room wasgirly,pinkwithherfavoriteprincess.

TheycheckedoutNathan’sroom itwasboyish

thecolorswerejustneutral.Shetuckedthem in.

Itdidn’treallytakelongforthem tosleep

ShefollowedNozibeletowardsthemaster

bedroom.Itwasspaciousandwhite.Sheliked

it

NozibeleexcusedherselfasMassiwalkedin



Massi:youlikeit?

Sheturnedtowardshim andnodded

Lwazi:it’sperfect

Shewalkedtowardshim

Massi:ifyouneedanythingI’llbeintheguest

room.IfyouwanttoseeLubanziheisinthe

basement.

Shelookedathim

Lwazi:guestroom?Sincewhendon’tweshare



abed?

Massirubbedhishandashetriedsohardtobe

braveaboutthis.Itneededtobedoneandit

wasbetternowthanlater

Massi:sinceyou’llbesharingahousewith

Lubanzi

Lwazi:sowhatdifferencedoesthatmake?

We’vebeendoingthisknowingabouthim butit

neverstoppedus

Massi:hewasn’tinacomathenandyou

weren’tinhishouse

Lwazi:ohIsee.Youwantustostop



Massi:Ithinkit’sbetterthatway.Wecanbe

friends

Lwazinodded.Shedidn’tknowwhattosay.She

feltalittlesadandembarrassedthatshe

couldn’tevenlookhim intheeyes

Lwazi:pleasetakemetoLubanzi

Henodded.Hesobadlywantedhertosaythat

theyshouldgobookthemselvesinahotelroom

ifhewasuncomfortablewithbeinginthesame

roofasLubabzibutshedidn’t.Nomatterhow

muchshewantedLwazitoopenupshenever

didgettoemotionalaboutthings.Likeontheir

wayherehewantedtoknowhowshefeelshow

sheisholdingupaftershealmostdiedbutshe



didn’tsayathingjustthatshewantedtobe

safe

Hegottothebasementandstoodandthedoor

Massi:onlyonepersoncangoin.I’llbeinmy

room

Hesaidturningbackwithoutevenlookingat

her.Lwazisighedandlookedathim untilhe

wasgone.Sheopenedthedoorandshewasin

asterilizingbooth.Sheheldherbreathsothat

shewon’tinhaleanythingtoxic.Thesmokewas

toxicenough

Theboothopenedandshegotoutontheother

side.Anursegaveherscrubsandshewore

them



Thewholeplacesmelledandlookedlikea

hospitalroom.From thecooltemperatureto

thebeepingsoundontheEKG

AdoctorswasstandingaboveLubanzishining

lightinhiseyes

Lwazi:howishe?

Shesaidstartlingthedoctorwhodidn’tnotice

shewasn’talone

Doc:heisfineIguess.Heisnotbraindeadat

least

LwazinoddedandmovedclosertoLubanzi.



Therewerealotofpipesconnectedtohim and

hisskinlookedpale

Lwazi:howdoesheeat?

Doc:throughthepipe

Lwazi:I’m Nolwazibytheway

Doc:ohyesweweretoldyou’llbecoming

ShenoddedandmovedtoBanzi’ssideandheld

hishand

Lwazi:hey,Ijustarrivedwiththekids.Itwasa

longtripeyapartofmewishedyouwerethe

withussothatwecantakevideosandtake



picturesformemorysake

Thewasnoresponse

Lwazi:Idon’tknowhowourotherkidsare

doingafterlastnight.Ican’twaittotellyouall

aboutandhowendedupcominghere

Sheletgoofhishandandturnedtothedoctor

Lwazi:isitpossibleforyoutocheckonmy

babies?TheonesI’m carryingandthetwo

upstairs

Doc:I’m notreallyagynecologistandIdon’t

havetheequipmentherebutIcancheckthe

othertwo



Lwazi:thanks.

ShesaidthenturnedtoBanzionemoretimeto

givehim aforeheadkissbeforeleaving

Assoonasshewasoutofthedoorshefelt

guiltyforeverythingshejustsaidanddid.Itfelt

likeshewascheatingonMassi.Shedidexactly

whatheexpected,forgethim assoonasshe

laidhereyesonLubanzi

Shesatonthecouchjustthinkingabout

everything.Sheneededtomakeuphermind

butitwashardtoknowforsurewhatshewants.

Banziwasthemanshe’llbetiedtofortherest

ofherlifeandwithhim shewon’tneedtoever

getpregnantagainbutwithMassishe’dhaveto

bepregnantnodoubt.Theguyneededhisown

fleshandblood.Itwouldn’tbefairtoexpect



him tobeokaywithfathering7kidsthatarenot

his

Sheeventuallydecidedtogotobed.Itwould

feelweirdsleepingwithoutMassishehad

gottenusedtohisarm aroundherbodyashis

brushedhertummywhileshedozedoff

Shefeltthesilenceimmediatelywhenshegot

intheroom aftertakingashower.Shegotin

bedandtriedsleepinganditwashardforafew

minutesuntilsheeventuallydid

Atthehospitalinjoburg

Kathasbeensittingonthefloorwithherlegs

crossedjustwritingontheflooruntilherfinger

tipsstartedbleeding.Doctorstriedtomakeher

stopbysedatingherbutitstilldidn’tworknow



theywereconsideringtyinghertothebed

Itwasacasethatconfusedthem allbecause

shemovedfrom thebedandsatatthesame

spotasbeforeeventhoughhereyesareblind

Thenursessteppedouttogogetthedoctoras

shestartedshakingvigorously

“It’stimemywife,I’vecometogetyou”

Kat(Zeena):wheream I?

“Youareinahospital”

Kat(Zeena):youneedtofindmeanewvessel



DoctorswalkedinandlookedatKatwhowas

staringatthewallandtalkinginsidelanguage

theycouldn’tunderstand.Hervoicesounded

foreign

Thenursestriedrestrainingherandinjecting

herwithasedativebutshewastoopowerful

forthem

Manymorenursescaneinandfoughther

together

Kat(Zeena):utameai(letmego)

shekeptshoutingandtryingtofightthem off

butKat’sspiritwastakingovermakingZeena

powerlessandeventuallyshegaveupandshe

wasstrappedtothebedandsedated



Doc:thiscaseisforamentalinstitution

Hesaidshakinghishead.Itwasascarysightto

seeey.From thebleedingfingertipsandnailsto

theforeignlanguageandshouting

Nurse:Docthisneedsprayer,Iam afirm

believerinthespiritualthingsandthisisoneof

them

Doc:thispersonisjustsufferingfrom amental

disorderIforgotthenamebutIremember

studyingaboutabehaviorwhereapatientsits

inweirdpositionsforlongperiodsoftimelike

shedid

Nurse:doesitexplainthelanguage?The



disorder

Doc:sheisprobablyspeakingalanguagewe

don’tknow

Nurse:didn’tsoundhumantome

Doc:Ibelieveinscienceandasanurseyou

shouldtooorelseyouareinawrong

profession

Thedoctorsaidbeforeleavingtheroom.

AtZack’shouse

Theyhadjustfinishedtheirprayersessionand

weregettinginbedtosleep



Isipho:Isawabattlebetweengoodandevilin

myvision.Theangel’shearwasbleedingasshe

foughtoffthedemonandhestrengthwas

weakeningandsheeventuallymadethevessel

ofthedemonblind

Zack:that’ssoundsscary.

Isipho:itisIprayedaboutitthewholedaytoday

forittoberevealedbutitwasn’t.Maybethe

LordwillshowmesoonwhytheAngel’sheart

wasbleeding

Zack:didn’tyouseeherface?

Isipho:noIdidn’ttheonlythingmyeyeswere

focusedonwasthebleedingheart.Ifeltthe



painitfelt.

Zack:Godwillrevealittoyoumylove

Isipho:Ihopeso.AnywayshowisBanzi?

Zack:heisstillinacomabutheissurviving

andI’m hopinghewillgetbetterwithNolwazi

closertohim andheisfarfrom Kat.

Isipho:doesshestillbelieveBanziisdeadand

missing?

Zack:Ihaven’tseenher.Idon’treallycareey.

Isipho:youdoknowthatthefeelingofanger

arenotsupposedtodwellinsideyou



Zack:IknowthatbutIdon’tseehowthingscan

evergobacktothewaytheywerebefore.Banzi

saidsomehurtfulthingsandbeforeyoutellme

hewasnotinarightstateofmind.Allthe

thingshesaidwerealwayshisthoughtsany

othereffectthatmadethem saythem wasjust

makinghim voiceouthisthoughts

Isipho:youshouldn’tgiveuponfamily

Zack:Iwasn’tfamilyafewweeksbackandI

onlyhumanIcanonlytakeinsomuch.Canyou

believethathedemandedIpayhim for

designingthehospital?Thedealwasthathe

willownhalfofthehospitalwithus.He

designedandIpoppedthemoneyforthe

buildingmaterialsandhealsoadded.



Isipho:LookIknowthatandhedoesto.Just

learntoforgive

Zack:notnowmaybeinthefuture

Isipho:I’m gonnaprayforyourheart

Zack:I’m morehurtthathebroughtup

Qhamisa’srapeinsomeofhisinsultsbutit’s

okayey.Heknowshowmuchthatstillbreaks

myheartandhowmuchIstillblamemyselffor

itandhedecidedtovoiceouthisthoughtsin

themostinsensitiveway

Isipho:I’m sorrymylovethingswillgetbetter

Zack:Ihopeso



Hesaidjoininghiswifeinbed.Hehadnever

reallyvoicedouthisfeelingabouteverything

thatwashappeningbetweenhim andBanzi.

Andtobehonestwhenhesaidhe’llgotohis

realbrothers(theLukhelebrothers)apingof

jealousyhithim.Thepainofknowinghehadno

othersiblingbesidesBanziandlosinghim

meanthe’dbealonewithhiswifeandkids

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart

44

Lwazisatattheedgeofthebedbrushingher

tummythekidshaven’tkicksincethenightof

thefireandit’sbeenamonthsheisexactly6

monthspregnant

Thedoctorwhoischeckingherupsuggested

thedoC-sectionat6monthsand2weeksat

mostbutsherefused



Lwazi:(brushingherbelly)youguysbetterstart

kickinghey.IpromiseI’llfeedyouallyour

cravings.AnythingyouwantI’llprovideI

promiseyou

She’sbeendoingthiseverymorningafter

bathingandeverynightbeforeshegoestobed

eversincethedoctortoldhertheisfaint

heartbeatsbutcan’treallydeterminehowmany

heartbeatitis

Lwazi:youguysarenotindistress(shesaid

wipinghertears)justonekickformommyand

shewillbethehappiestwomanalive

Shesatthereafewmoreminutesuntilshe

gaveupandgotdressed



Initiallyshewassleepingupstairsbutthe

weightremindedherthatshebelongs

downstairs,theswellingofherfeetdidn’thelp

thesituation

Shefoundthekidsalreadyeatingtheir

breakfast.Shemanagedtogetthem into

schoolshereinCapeTown.ThankstoMassi

forhelpingherwithgettingthetransferletters

andtheirreportcards.

Angela:mama,youwokeuplateagain

Shesaidbeingherdramaticselfagain

Lwazi:I’m sorrybaby,Iwasverytired



Angela:promisewe’llfindyouawakewhenwe

comebackfrom schoolandwecandoouryoga

andmeditationtogether

Lwazi:Ipromise

Theymadeapinksweatandbrokeitoff.The

smileinAngela’sfacecouldn’tbemissed

Nathan:girlsanddrama

Hesaidputtingahandoverhisface.

Lwazi:ohpleaseasifboysdon’tfistbump



Nathan:yeahbutwedon’tneedtosayfist

swear

Lwazi:(laughing)boyleaveusalone

ThekidsgottheirbagsandLwazifollowed

them tothecar.Theyallgotinthebackseat

andthedriverdroveoff

Shehasbeengoingtoschoolwiththem every

morningjusttobondwiththem inthecaron

theirwaytoschoolsinceshehardlydoesthat

witheverythingthat’sgoingon

Andit’ssomethingtheirtherapistsuggested

theydotogetherasafamilybesidestheyoga

andmeditationshedoeswithAngela

Afterdroppingoffthekidsshemanagedto



catchabitofsleepontheirwayhomewiththe

driver.

It’sfunnyhowshehasbeenhavingnightmare

aboutherstepfathersdeathandtherape.

Hencewhythestartedtherapybesidesthefire

incidentwhichalsoleftthem traumatizedsheis

alsodealingwiththesesuddennightmaresand

wakingupatnightwithafeelinglikesomething

ishoveringaboveherwatchingherasshe

breathes

Thedriverwokeherupassoonastheygot

home

Shethankedhim andwalkedinside

Nozibelewasalreadydressedfortheirpainting

session



Lwazi:youareexcitedmorethanme

Nozi:thefirstroom issobeautifulandIcouldn’t

holdmyselfwhenyousaidwearestartingwith

thesecondone

Theexcitementwasvisiblefrom herbody

language

Theyhadbeenpaintinganddecoratingthe

nurserytryingtodividethespaceinto5

differentsections

Initiallyshewantedthebabiestobeinherroom

butaftertheirfurniturearrivedshehadno

choicebuttomovetheroom nexttohersand

connecteditwithhersthroughthebathroom



Sheeventuallyhadtofindoutthegenderand

sheishaving3boysand2girls

Boy1-CristopherAwakhe

Boy2-ChristianAzukiswe

Boy3BlessingLubanzi

Girl1-IsabellaAmandla

Girl2-ChristinaThandolwakhe

Shelovedrecitingtheirnamesasifitwasa

quote“AmandlaWakheAzukiswengoba

uThandolwakheLubanzi”shemanagedtojoin

thenamesandmakethem asentence

Lwazi:I’m goingtoeatfirst,youcantake

everythingtotheirroom inthemeantimeandI’ll



bewithyoushortly

Nozibelenoddedandleft.Noziwasjust2years

olderthanLwaziprobablythereasonwhythey

havebecomesoclose.Closeenoughforherto

referherasafriendinsteadofahelper

SheateandthenwenttocheckonLubanzifirst

beforegoingtopaint

Hisconditionwasnotbad,thedoctorssaythe

MRIscanshowsahighincreaseofbrain

activityoverthepastfewweeks.

ThatgaveLwazihope,atleasthewillsurvive

andwillbeupagain

Shecouldn’thelpbutworryabouthim going

backtoKataftershelosttheothermanwho



lovedherwithnoconditions

Shetouchedhishandandlookedathisface.

Shewishedtoseehim smileandseehis

perfectsetofteethandhiscutedimplesand

lookathiseyesastheysquintwithhissmileor

laughter

Lwazi:Hey,sothebig5isstillsilent.The

doctorsareworried.I’m worriedtoobutI’m

suretheyarestillalive.Thebondisstillthere

betweenmeandthem.Youneedtowakeup

manandtellthem towakeuptoo.Iwannapush

to7monthsatleastbitthedoctorsarenotsure

ifthat’sagoodidea.Ijustwannafeelthenplay

atleastforamonthandthenI’llbe100%sure

thattheyarereadytocomeoutintotheworld

Shesighedbrushinghishand



Lwazi:Yourdaughteristiredoffindingme

asleepeverytimeshecomesfrom schooland

I’m alsogoingtobebrokewithallthese

paymentIhavetomake.Shegotapiggybank

tostorealltheR5Ipay.Shesaidshewillbuy

youallthemedicineyou’llneedsothatyou’ll

neverfallsickagain(laughing)sheisgrowing

intoasmartgirlthatone.Idon’tknowwhoshe

takesafterfinanciallyspeaking.Inolongersee

Trishinmydreamssincethatnightofthefire

andallthatI’vebeenhavingarenightmares

aboutmyrapeordeal,howIkilledmystepfather

andthepossibilityof(shebreathedinandout

bitingherliptryingtoholdbackthetears)I

don’twanttothinktheworstofthesituationbut

I’vebeenseeingmyselfcrywhileI’m inhospital

andIdon’thaveababywithme.Avoicekeeps

sayingtheyaregoneuntilIfinallywakeup.I

hopewhereveryouareyouareprayingforus



becauseweareprayingforyou.

Shekissedhisforeheadandlefttheroom

Atanunknownlocation

Theseerkneltdownonhishutlookingathis

bowlofdarkwater

Hisheartbrokebecausehecouldn’tfindaway

tohelphiswife.Katwastheperfectcandidate

forhisjobandnowtheonlywayhecangethis

wifebackisbyfindinganewvesselanditwon’t

beeasynowthatKatdrewattentiontohiswork

Thechosenoneisawarethatheisaroundand

willnothesitatetoeliminatehim



Seer:I’m sorrymylovebutyouweren’t

supposedtogotothosehumansandtrytokill

them.Youcreatedafightwedidn’tneed

Hesatdownaftersnappinghisfingersto

removetheimageofKat(Zeena)whowaslying

inhospitaltiedtothebed

Seer:whatgoodisthispowerifitcan’thelpthe

onlypersonthatmattertome?

Agrowlescapehismouth,thesoundfilledhis

hut

AtProteaHotel



Massisatattheedgeofthebedandlookedat

heraslaidthere.Thiswomanmarriedsomeone

elsebuttheyareherehavingsex

Sheshiftedabitandlookedathim

Amanda:whattimeisit?

Massi:youshouldwakeandshowersothatyou

canleave

Itsoundedcoldabitbuthehadtobecoldfor

thesakeofhisheart

Amanda:yeah

Shegotupandheadedforthebathroom



Massigotupandpickedtheusedcondoms.

Oneofthem wasempty.Hisheartpoundedfor

afewsecondsandthethoughtofthepossibility

Amanda:howisLwazi’scasegoing?

Hequicklyrolledthecondomswithatissue

Massi:it’sstagnantbecausewecouldn’tfind

anythingconnectinghermom orsistertothe

firebuthermotherisontrialfortherapeand

wholelotmore

Amanda:sheshouldbearrested.Anyluck

findingKat?Sheissupposedtobeapersonof

interesttoo



Massi:sheisstillnahospital.Doctorswantto

transferhertoamentalinstitution

Amanda:that’sjustherguiltyconscienceeating

herup

Massi:maybe.Sowhichcontraceptivedoyou

use?Besidescondomswithme

Amanda:I’m onapill,Robertwantsachildand

I’m notreadyforonesoI’m secretlytakingpills

Henoddedandflushedtherolledtoiletpaper

Hefixedthebedandplacedherclothesnicely

onthebed



Massi:IguessI’llhearfrom youthen

Amanda:yeahI’llcallyou

Massi:IknowtherulesAmanda

Hetookhisthingsandleftthehotel.Hethought

he’deasilygetoverLwazibutitseemsnowhe

hasplacedhimselfinamoredifficultsituation

withhishearttornapartbetweenlovinga

womanwholovesanothermanandfuckinga

womanwhoismarriedtoanotherman.

AtAmanda’shouse

Robertwalkedinthroughthedoorandfollowed



thearomasthatfilledthehouse.Hestoodand

admiredhiswifeasshemovedaroundthe

kitchenpreparingdinnerforhim

Amanda:itsrudetostareHoney

Rob:I’m justadmiringmywife.Icouldgetused

toseeingyoulikethat

Amanda:I’m sorrybutthatain’thappening.The

restaurantisgettingalittlebitbusynowandI

won’tbeabletocookforyouhereathomeI’ll

probablybringfoodfrom therestaurant

Rob:Iknowyouwanttobeanindependent

woman,aworkingwife.I’m justaskingforusto

tryforababyandthenyouwillbefreetobe

independent



Amanda:havingababymeans9monthsof

beingrestrictedtodoingthingsandayearof

beingastayhomemom.

Robertlookedather.Thiswastheonlywayhe

knowswillbindthem forever.Amarriage

contractedcanbeterminatedanytimebuta

babyisabondthatwillkeepthem forever

Robertmovestowardsherandgrabbedherass,

shehadnotunderwear.Robertthoughtitwas

forhim butAnandaknewverywellwhyshe

didn’thaveanunderwearon.

Hebrushedhimselfonher.Shewantedtoplay

thetiredorheadachecardbutshestopped

herselfshehadbeendoingthatforsometime



now.Hepartedherlegstouchinghernumb

cookie

Rob:youarereadyformemylove

Hesaidfeelingthewetnessofherpussy

Hequicklypulleddownhispantsandbenther

overinsertinghimself

Hemovedinsideherandshewasn’treally

feelinghim thatmuchoverthenumbnessand

besidesthemanisn’tthatmuchgiftedhence

she’sbeenmessingaroundwithMassi

Amanda:mmmhhhhbabe

Shesaidthattostrokehisego.Itdefinitely



workedbecausehestartedmovingfasterand

fasterandsoonhecame.Shecouldn’tbemore

relievedthathewasdone

Rob:maybeweshouldskipdinnertonight.

Amanda:notwhileIstoodinthiskitchenfor

hourscookingthisfood

Robertsighedandpulledhispantsup.

Rob:what’swrong?

Amanda:sexwithyouisamissioninsteadof

somethingthatwebothhavetoenjoy.It

shouldn’tbelikethat



Rob:I’m sorryifI’m pushingthisbabythingtoo

much

Amanda:toomuchislittlecomparedtowhat

you’vebeendoing.I’m justnotintobeinga

mothernow.Iwanttoenjoymymarriagefirst

andwatchmybusinessbloom andassoonas

ithastookoffthenwecantalkaboutstartinga

family

Rob:okayfineI’llstopputtingpressureonyou

Hesaidwalkingoutthekitchen.Anandaknew

thiswasfarfrom over.Hewouldsuckfor

sometimebeforeactuallybeingfinethat’sjust

howheis

AtSol’shouse



Hesatonthecouchplayingfifa.Tumistoodin

frontoftheTvblockinghisview

Helookedatherandfrom herfaceheknew

somethingwasup

Sol:Munchkinwhat’sgoingon?

Tumi:uyinjaSolomon.Idon’tknowhowyoudid

itbutyoudiditanyways.Congratulations

Shethrewastickathim andascan

Hepickedthem upandlookedatthem.Itwasa

pregnancytestandascan

Hefollowedherupstairsbutthebedroom was

locked.Heheardhersniffs



Sol:mylovepleaseopenupsothatwecantalk

Tumi:didyoutalktomewhenyoudecidedto

makemepregnant.PleaseleavemealoneSol.

Helefttheroom andwenttothekitchen.Heso

badlywantedtodance.Hehasbeentryingto

getherpregnantforsometimenowandhewas

beginningtothinkheisshootingblanks.

Hedecidedtojustmakedinnerforthem

Twohourslaterhewentupstairstocheckon

Tumianditwasquietshewasprobably

sleeping.Heusedthesparekeytoopenthe

doorandfoundhersleeping



Heshookherabitandsheopenedhereyes.

Theywerefluffyandred

Sol:I’m sorrybabe

Tumi:whySol?

Sol:IloveyouTumiandthenostringsattached

setupwasn’tworkingforme

Shelookedathim

Tumi:butyouknowverywellwhythiscouldn’t

happen.Whywecouldn’tbeinarelationship



Sol:becauseyoulikeBanziandyouarestill

hopinghe’llnoticeyouandyouguyswillbe

together?Fuckthat.IloveyouTumiandthat’s

notchanging.AfewminutesagoIwaseven

consideringtoletyouterminatebutnowIwon’t

allowyoutodothat

Tumi:thisismybodyyoucan’ttellmewhyto

dowithit.Idon’treallyneedyourconsentto

terminate

Sol:I’vebeenpatientwithyouforsolonganda

guycanonlytakeinsomuch.Terminatethat

pregnancyandyou’llseewhatI’m madeof.

Tumi:isthatathreat?

Sol:noit’sapromisesweetheart.Killthatbaby



andwatcheverythingyouhavegoawaylittleby

little.Nowwashyourfacedinnerisready

Hestoodupandleftherthere

Tumisighedanddidastold,shewashungry

andsolisagoodcook

Shelookedatherselfinthemirror,herlifehas

justturnedupsidedownandSoldoesn’tknowit

Shejoinedhim inthediningtableandbegan

eating

Sol:Idon’twanttobeabadguybutyouare

pushingmetobeone.



Tumi:mylifeismorecomplicatedthanyou

think

Sol:youtalkingaboutthepastorwhois

supposedtomarryyouwhenyou“graduate”

Shecheckedonherfoodandhehandedhera

glassofwater

Sol:drinkupmylove

Shedrankthewaterandlookedathim

Sol:Ipretendedtobelieveyourlittlestoryabout

yourfeelingsforBanzibutIknowyouonly

wantedBanzibecauseheisbetterthanthe

pastoryouarepromisedtobyyouraunt.You



initiallyhopedforZackbuthewastakenand

yournexthopewasLubanzi.Why?

Tumi:myfamilyisbigonchurchandmyaunt

lovesmoneymorethananything.Shewould’ve

droppedthepastorifIwaswiththeJacobs

brothers.Shelovesthem.TheyareChristian

andrichtwothingssheloves.

Sol:thenwhynotturnmeintoachurchboy

insteadandintroducemetoyouraunt

Tumi:youarenotfamous

Sol:whyareyousosetonmakingyouraunt

happy?



Tumi:becauseIoweherandshetellsmeevery

chanceshegets.Mymotherpassedonduring

birthandmyaunthadtotakecareofme.She

lostherhusbandintheprocessbecausehe

wantedababyandmyauntcouldn’tbring

anotherbabyinthepicture.Sheaskedhim to

giveherayearheagreedbutsoonhestarted

cheatingonher.Andgotsomeoneelse

pregnantandleftmyaunt.That’swhyIoweher

SollookedatTumioncemore

Tumi:I’m sorryIliedtoyoubutIjustdidn’ttrust

youandIdidn’tseeyoubeingperfectformy

aunt

Sol:youarepregnantwithmychildandthey

wayyouacteditwaslikeyou’vejustfoundout

youarecarryingamonster.Am Ithatbadthat



youwouldn’twanttocarrymybaby?

Tearsthreatenedtocomeoutbuthelookedup

andtriedtostopthem

Sol:Iwasonceinarelationshipreadytopop

thequestionbutsheterminatedmybaby

claimingshewastready.Nomatterhowmuch

Ibeggedhertojustholdonfortheremaining8

monthsandIwouldtakethebabyawayshe

didn’tlistenshewentaheadandthatwasthe

lasttimeIspoketoher.Andlookingathowyou

reactedthattookmebacktothattime.

Tumi:I’m sorry.

Sol:IknowI’m notasrichasBanziorZackbut

I’m tryingey.Mybusinessisnewbutit’staking



offandIhaveclients.Idon’thavebillionsbut

I’m closetohavingthem.Ifmybankbalance

willprovemeworthyofbeingafatherthenI’ll

workdayandnight

Tumi:Idon’treallycareaboutthemoneySol.

I’m alreadyinlovewithyouI’m justscaredthat

ifmyauntisnotimpressedthenI’llbestuck

withapastor

Sol:let’skeepthepregnancythat’sonething

thatcanhelpuswiththisfight,howfaralong

areyou?

Tumi:2months

Sol:thenwe’lltellherwhenyouare4months.It

willbetoolateforaterminationandI’llbeready



witheverycentshewantsforyouLobola

Tumilookedathim shocked.

Sol:I’vebeenthinkingaboutit.Iknowwe

haven’tknowneachothertolongbutIknow

enoughtoknowIwantyoutobemywife

Tearsfellfrom Tumi’seyes

Sol:I’llbuytheringandgiveyouaromantic

proposaloncewearedonewithyouraunt,okay?

Shenoddedandheldontohim andhepulled

herclosertohischest

Hefinallyletthetearsfallonlythistimeitwas

tearsofjoy.Everythinghewantedwasright



herewithhim

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Amonthlater

Lwazibentdownasthepainhitheragain

Shewalkedtothebasementassoonasitwas

gone

Scaredofthebloodflowingdownherlegsthe

doctorsquicklyattendedher

Everythingwasjusthappeningtofastthatit

scaredher



Banziwasnotfarfrom herbuthewasstillout

ofit.Atleasthewasintheroom

Shewashopefulaboutherchildren’shealth

becausetheyhadstartedmovingthepast

weeksbuttheirmovementswerenotstrong

andrapid

Doc:wearegoingtoputyouunder,you’llbe

awakebutyouwon’tfeelthepain

Shenodded

Doc:I’llinjectthisinyouback,youwillneedto

takeadeepbreathbecauseitmightcause

pressure



Lwazi:justdoit

Sheheldontothebedandtookadeepbreath.

Thedoctorinjectedher

Afterafewminutesshelaidbackdownand

theypreparedeverything

TheEKGwasbeepingtoshowherheartrate

andbloodpressure.Shedidalittleprayeras

thedoctorbeganoperatingonher

Shefeltnothingbutsheknewsoonshewas

goingtomeetherbig5

After30minutesthedoctorliftedthefirstbaby

up,itwasaboyhegaveasmallcry



Tearsfilledhereyesabit,shewasamom once

morenottoonebutto5babies

Thedoctortookouttheremainingbabiesand

justlikeshewastoldduringthegenderrevealit

was3boysand2girls

Nurse:Docthisoneseemstobeexperiencing

respiratoryfailure

Thedoctormovedawayfrom Lwazitogocheck

thebaby

Doc:oxygen.Preparetheincubator

Lwazisobadlywantedtolookatwhatwas



goingonthenursesweremovingaroundbusy

withthebabieseitherthanher

Lwazi:Docwhat’sgoingonwithmybabies?

Thedoctordidn’treplyinsteadfocusedonthe

baby

TheMatronremovesthesheetthatwas

shieldingLwazi’sfacefrom herlowerbody

Shehelpedherwereadifferentgown

Lwazi’sfocuswasnotevenonwhatthenurse

wasdoingshejustwantedtoknowwhatwas

goingon



Allherbabieswereplacedinincubators

Doc:I’m sorryforgettingyouworried.Itseems

theycouldn’tbreatheontheirownsowehadto

placethem inincubators

Lwazi:aretheyokay?Aretheygoingtobefine?

Doc:theother4arenotthatcriticalbutoneof

thegirlsisinabadshape.Herbodyiseven

smallerthantheothers

Lwazi:butshewillbefine

Doc:Onlytimewilltell

Lwazinoddedwithtearsstreamingdownher



face

Doc:you’llstartfeelingpainsinyourlower

abdomenoncetheanaesthisiaisoutofyour

bloodstream,thenurseswillgiveyou

somethingforthepain

Lwazinodded.Hereyeswerefocusedonher

babieswhowereplacedinincubatorsnotfar

from her.Thedoctorswerethoughtfulenough

togettheincubatorsasbackupincaseofan

emergencywiththesekindofbirthsyoucan

neverknow

Thedoctorwenttocheckonthebabiesforthe

lasttimebeforeleaving

Theonlytwonursesremained



AtAmanda’shouse

Sheflushedthetoiletandstooduptowashher

mouth

Tearsstreameddownhereyes,sheknewwhat

wasgoingonwithherbutthatsnotthepart

thatscaredcaremostaboutthissituation

Herfearisnotknowingwhothefatherofher

babyis.

Shefoundherhusbandintheirbed

Rob:Hey,iseverythingokay?



Amanda:yeahIjusthaven’tbeenfeelingwell

Hesmiledandlookedather

Sherolledhereyesandgotinbed.Itwasclear

shewasn’tgoingtotherestauranttoday

Rob:(smiling)welloneofmyfriendssaidyou

mightbepregnant

Amandashothereyesstraighttohim.

Rob:(clearinghisthroat)hesaidhiswifewas

alwaysvomitingwhenshewaspregnant

Amanda:(irritated)sowhatnow?Youtalk

aboutmewhenyou’rewithyourfriends?



Rob:it’snotlikethat

Shegothim shotbeforehecouldexplain

Amanda:ifyou’rereallygoingtolistentoyour

friendtellyouwhyI’m sickthenanyone

studyingmedicineorcurrentlyisadoctor

shouldjuststopbecauseanyonecanmakea

diagnosisthesedays

Shelaiddownpullingthecoveroverherhead

Robsighedandpickedhisphoneandkeysby

thepedestalandleft.Hejustruinedthe

morningandlostonadeliciousbreakfast

Thewasnowayofgoingbacktochange



everythingthathappenedalreadybuttojust

acceptandlivewithit

MeanwhileAmanda’sphonerangasshesniffed

underneaththebigcomforter

Shepulleditfrom thepedestalwithhehand

withoutuncoveringherself

Herheartpoundedassherealizedwhothe

callerwas.Shegotoutofbedandopenedher

husband’sclosettocheckifhewasn’tthere,

shecheckedinthebathroom anditwasalso

empty

Amanda:whythehellwouldyoucallmewhen

youknowtherulesofwhatwearedoing?



Massi:(calm voice)I’m sorry.Ijustwantedto

tellyouthatI’m flyingtoCapeTownrightnow

toseeaclient

Amanda:youflytoCapeTownalot

Massi:it’sanongoingcasesoIneedto

constantlygomeetupwithmyclient

Amanda:mmmhhhh...haveyoufoundLubanzi

orNolwaziandthekids?

Massi:noIhaven’t

Amanda:whenwillyoubeback?

Massi:I’m notsure



Amanda:okay

Massicouldtellfrom thetoneofhervoicethat

shewasdisappointedbuthewasreadytoleave

andwouldn’twanttomissthistripit’sthemost

importanttripthebestthingaboutthepast

monthsoftoleratingmoodswingsand

aggressionandrunningaroundtogetcravings

Massi:seeyouwhenIcomebackthen

Shehungupbecausehertearswereclose to

falling

3weekslater

.
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Amandagotinthetaxi

Shelookedatherphone.Massi’sphonewas

stillinthesamelocationanditwasnotacourt

butabeachhouse

Shebreathedinandouttryingtonotoverthink

everything

Herphonerang



Rob:Lovewhenwillyoubeback?

Amanda:tomorrowmylove.I’m sorryforthe

shortnotice

Rob:it’sokay.Justclearyourhead,go

shoppingandfindinspirationfornewrecipes

andcomebackhomeey

Amanda:Iwill

Rob:Iloveyoualways

Amanda:Iloveyoumore

Thedriverstoppedoutsideabigandbeautiful

beachhouse.Thegatewasslowlyclosingso



shejumpedoutofthetaxileavingthemoney

forthedriverandrunningtowardsthegate

Shegotin.Thesecurityguynoticedherand

triedtostopherbutshewasfightinghim

MassigotoutofthecarwithNozibele

Thatmadeherevenmoreangry

StartledbythenoiseMassiheadedtowardsthe

gate.HewasshockedtoseeAmandafighting

withthesecurityguy

HeglancedbackatNozibele,sheshookher

headandwalkedtowardsthehouse

Massi:it’sokayMoses



Hesaidtothesecurityguywhoimmediatelylet

goofanangryAmanda

Shelookedathim fuming

Amanda:isthiswhatyou’vebeendoingherall

thistime?

Hekeptquietandlookedather

Amanda:ANSWERMEDAMMIT.ISTHISTHE

CLIENTYOUWERETALKINGABOUT?

Heshookhisheadandjustwalkedaway

towardsthehouse.Shefollowedhim shouting

andcursinguntil

Theygotinside.Withhereyesshesearched



aroundtryingtofindthewomanhewaswith

Amanda:WHEREISSHE?Whereisyoulittle

cheapbitch?

Massipulledhertowardsthestairsandintohis

room lockingitbehindhim

Amanda:(crying)whyareyoudoingthistome

Massi?Soyouleftmeforher?Youliedtome

Massistilldidn’tsayanything.Hewenttohis

closetandgot4ties

Massi:thisisforcominghereandcursinglikea

crazywomaninsteadoftalkinglikeasane

person



Shewantedtofighthim butbyreadinghisface

sheknewthiswasnotthetimetodoso

Hestrippedhernakedandthrewheronthebed,

tiedhetothebed

Andstoppednakedtooandgotbetweenher

legs

Surprisinglyshewaswet,thispregnancyhas

beenmakingherhorny

Heinsertedhimselfinsideher,makingsureshe

feelsthatheispunishingher

Heslappedhertenderbreastsandshewinced

inpain



Massi:Whydidyoushout?Couldn’tyouspeak

properly?

Shecouldn’tevenconstructasentenceevery

timesheopenedhermouthtotalkhewould

giveheradeepstrokewhichmadehermoan

instead

Afteranhourhefinallyletherrestandsheslept

becauseshewastiredfrom theflight

Massileftherthereandwenttoseethebig5in

thebasement

NozibelewassittingwithNolwazijusttalking.

HewalkedovertoBanzifirstandlookedathim.

Helookedaliveandlikesomeonewhowould

justwakeupanymoment.Hewasoutofthe



comaandbreathingonhisownbuthewasstill

unconscious

Hewalkedovertothekidsfirstandtheother

oneswereawake,theireyeswereblinkingnone

stop

Massi:didthedoctorcometoday?

Lwazi:yeah

Massi:areyouokaynow?

Lwazi:yeahIam okay,shesaidmystitchesare

healingfineandthe4babiesaredoingwelland

shouldbeoutoftheincubatorsnextmonth.Ina

weeksreally



Hesmiledatplacedhishandsinsidetheopen

holeofAzukiswe’sincubator

Massi:(smiling)Iknewyouguyswerefighters.

Soonwewillbeabletoholdyouinourarms

Massi:whataboutAmandla?

Lwazi:sheisgettingbetterbutshewouldlike

forhertoremainintheincubatorforanother

monthatleast

Massi:didshesaywhy?

Lwazi:shewasthemostaffectedbythesmoke

thatnight.Soshemighthaveasthma



Massi:OwhI’m sureshewillbefine

Lwazi:wherearemytworascals?

Massi:I’m goingtogogetthem soon

Lwazi:Ihearyouhaveavisitor.Aladyyou’ve

beenfuckinginthishousemakinghermoan

likeacrazywoman

HelookedatNozibeleandsheshruggedand

walkedoutleavingthem alone

Lwazi:sowhatareyouandAmandadoingright

now?



Massi:Lwaziit’snotlikethat

Lwazi:ohnodearI’m notaskingbecauseI’m

hurt.I’m askingbecauselastnightyouwere

fuckingNoziandnowyouarefuckingAmanda.

You’renottheMassiIknow

Massi:thisthingbetweenmeandAmandais

complicatedyouwouldn’tunderstand

Lwazi:Iunderstandverywellthatyouloveher

butIdon’tunderstandhowyoucanhurtNoziin

theprocess.Thepasttwoweeksyou’vefucking

hetalkoverthehouse

Massi:itwassupposedtobejustfunbetween

meandher



Lwazi:Owhwow.JustgetridofAmanda

becauseIdon’twantherknowingaboutmenor

Lubanzi

Massi:comeonAmandawouldn’tdoanything

Lwazi:Idon’tcarereallyjustgetheroutofhere

beforemykidscomebackandthenursesstart

comingforthecheckuponthebabiesand

Banzi

Helookedatforasecondhopingshewasgoing

tochangehermindbutshedidn’t.Hermind

seemedtobemadeup

HewalkedoutbumpingintoandangryNoziat

thedoor



Atthementalinstitution

Theelectricianfinishedthewiring

Man:IswearifyouguysallmeagainIdon’t

knowwhatwillbetheproblem

Manager:Idon’tknowmanbuttheselights

havebeenbreakingandgoingoffeverynight

Man:doyoubelieveinspiritualthingsbecauseI

wouldsaythereisademonherewhodoesn’t

likethelight

Themanlaughedastheywalkedoutofthe

institutionintotheparkinglot



Manager:wedon’thavedemonsherebut

peoplesufferingfrom mentalsicknesses

Man:youjustneedtocatchwhoeverbreaksthe

lighttonight

Manager:Iwill,thanksagainmyman

Man:noproblem ey

Hegotinhiscaranddroveoffasthemanager

headedbackinside

Hemetwiththeguardsfortheirbriefmeeting

Manager:Idon’tknowwhetheryouguysare

sleepingonthejoborwhatbutwhateveris



happeningisnotacceptableandIdon’twantto

fireanyofyou.We’vebeenworkingwell

togetherandI’m happywiththat

Theguardslistened

Manager:Iwantyouguystopatroltonightand

lookoutforanyonewhowillbreakthelights

Guy:permissiontospeakmnumzana

Hegavehim thegoahead

Guy:mnumzanawhateveritisit’snotaperson

becausebeforethelightbreaktheiscoldair

anddarksomeandthentheshutteringofthe

lightfollows,allthelightatonce



Everyonelaughedatwhathewassaying.Itwas

notthefirsthehassaidthisandeveryone

laughednotbelievinghim hejustwishedthey

wouldseewhathesaw

Supervisor:Notwiththatstoryagain.We

lookedattheCCTVfootagefrom thatnightand

therewasnothinglikethatthere

Thesecurityofficernoddedandjustkeptquiet

Supervisor:likethemanagerhassaidyouguys

needtostartdoing

Whatyouarepaidforandstopwithghost

stories.Backtowork



Theguysleftandwenttotheirassigned

stations

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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“Inbreakingnewstwosecurityguardswere

founddeadatMarylanementalinstitution,

policeareonsighttoinvestigatetheincident

thathappened.Allegationsarethatthesetwo

officerswerekilledbypatientsbutdetectives

saidevidenceprovesotherwise.Intheother

newsThefamouswriterandPastor,Pastor

Johnsonshasbeensentencedto10years

imprisonmentsfollowingherconfessionsabout

knowingthatherhusbandwasrapingher

daughterLucyJohnson,sheisalsocharged

withtemperingwithevidence,bribingthelate

JudgeMrZondowhowasthejudgehandling

herdaughter’scase.Unfortunatelyshecould



notbelinkedtotheirfirethatburntdownMs

LucyJohnson’shomeonthenightofher

woman’stalklastmonth.Thewhereaboutsof

MsJohnsonandherchildrenareunknownat

present,buttheleadingdetectiveassured

everyonethatsheisaliveandwellbutforher

safetyshe’dliketoremainatanundisclosed

location”

Thenewsanchorcontinuedannouncingother

headlines

Zackswitchedoffthetvandtookthe

newspaperandreadfrom it

Hiswifecanedownstairsrunning

Isipho:Tatahaveyouseenwhat’strending



today?

Zack:yeahI’m readingthestoryrightnow.I’m

gladsheissentencedto10yearsalthoughshe

iseligibletoapplyforabail

Isipho:I’m nottalkingaboutthatstory.I’m

talkingaboutthestoryatthementalinstitution

Hefoldedhispaperandlookedather

Isipho:thisisthesakeinstitutionthatKatwas

transferredto

Hestilllookedathertryingtounderstandher

point



Isipho:IthinkKatisZeena’svesselandnow

Rakistryingtofreeherfrom Kat’sbody.Hehas

beengoingthetoseeherbecauseapparently

thepastfewweekslightsgotbroken

mysteriouslyattheinstitution

Zack:okaymylove.Igetwhatyouaresaying

andtobehonestIdidn’treallypayattentionto

thatheadlineandnowthatyou’veconnected

thedotsitmakessense

Isipholookedathim forafewseconds

Isipho:youalreadyknewdidn’tyou?

Zack:Iwokeupfrom adream andwhenI

switchedtheTvonitfeltlikeIwasrelivingmy

dream



Isipho:soyouhadseenitalready?

Zack:yes

Isipho:wowhereIwasrunningtogiveyou

somegoodnews

Zack:it’sreallygoodnewsbutthisisnotour

fight.UntilGodasksmetointerveneIwillnot.

Isipho:peoplearedyingZack

Herubbedhisbearerabit

Zack:IknowpeoplearediedbutIcan’tdo

anything.Peopleatthementalinstitutiondonot

believeinsupernaturalpowersyoushouldknow



this.Sowillwevisither?Getthereandsay“hi

oneofyourclientsseemstobepossessedby

anancientdemonknownasZeena”.Wecan’t

Isipholookedathim andshookherheard

leavinghim there

Shedidn’tmeantheyshouldgoknockingbut

goingtoseeKatandseeingthesituationwon’t

hurt

Zacksighedattherealizationthathemight

havebeenrudeorcoldaboutthissohe

followedhiswifetogoandapologize

Atthewomen’sprison



MrsJgotinsidehercellandplacedher

blanketsonanemptybed

Sheattheplaceshewasgoingtoliveinthat

wassmallerthanherbathroom backather

house

Theblanketsaresomethingshewould’ve

boughtforadogifshehadone

Sheblinkedawaythetearsthatwereblurring

hervision.Thiswasnotimetocrysheneeded

tofindawaytosurviveinsidethisplaceuntil

shemanagestogetabail

Ladieswalkedintofindherlyinginherbed.

Theydidn’tpaythatmuchattentiontoheras

shekeptsniffing



Theywereusedtonewbiescryingalmostthe

wholenightontheirfirstfewnightinside

Atthementalinstitution

Kathasbeensittinginthemostweirdposition

thewholemorning

Thedoctorswerehappythatshewasn’t

bangingherheadonthewallatleastbutfor

someoneplacealegoverherheadandsitlike

thatforhourswasworrying

Kat(Zeena):Rakmezvateyi(Rakgetmeoutof

here)



Thosearethewordsshehasbeenscreaming

forthepasthourlookingatoneplaceonly

withoutshiftinghergaze

Kat’smom walkedincoveredwithascarfand

shadestryingtohideherfacefrom thepress

outside

Witheverythingthatwasgoingontodaythe

institutiondidn’twanttoallowvisitationsbut

theyknowthatfamiliesneedtoknowthattheir

lovedonesareokay

Adoctorwalkedtowardsher

Doc:Hima’am I’m DoctorLeonardI’m your

daughterstherapist/doctorwhichevertitleyou

prefer



K’smom:ismydaughterokay?

Doc:I’m afraidnot.Yourdaughterissuffering

from schizophreniaandshehasbeenshowings

symptomsthatwecallCatatoniathisiswhena

personstopsspeakingorsitsinafixedposition

foralongtime.Yourdaughterhasbeensitting

inthesamepositionthewholemorningwithout

moving

Kat’smom lookedatthedoctor.Shewasn’t

reallyeducated

K’smom:yousaidsheissufferingfrom what?

Doctor:schizophreniaisadisorderthataffects

aperson’sabilitytothink,feelorbehaveclearly



Thedoctorlookedathercluelessfaceand

knewwhateverhesaidwasconfusinghereven

more

Doc:pleasefollowme,thereissomethingI

needtoshowyou

Shenoddedandfollowedhim stilltryingto

processeverythinghesaid.Itfeltlikeherbrain

wasgoingtoexplodefrom tryingtopronounce

thatonewordSchiwhatwhat

Shegotinsidethesecurityofficeandwas

welcomebyalotofscreensthatwereplaying

everythingthatwashappeningaroundthe

institution,from theoutsidetoinside



Thedoctorspoketotheguyinfrontofthe

monitorsandheclickedafewtimes

Doc:pleasetakealotatthis

Kat’smom walkedclosertothemonitorsand

lookedatthescreenthedoctorpointed

Katwassittinginaveryweirdposition

Doc:shehasbeensittinglikefrom 7am and

rightnowit’s12pm.That’salotofhoursfora

normalpersontositstillinonepositionfor.An

averagepersoncansitinonepositionforan

hourbuteveninthathourtheywouldbe

fidgetingandmovingabittoadjust.Butshe

hasn’tdonethatsincemorningandher

attentionhasbeeninoneplaceandshekeeps



sayingsomethingthatnoonecanunderstand

Kat’smom lookedatthescreenoncemore

tryingtoimaginehowKat’sbodymustbe

painfulfrom sittinginoneposition

K’smom:isn’tthereanythingyoucandotohelp

her?I’m suretheremustbesometreatment

thatcanhelpher

Thedoctorsighedlookingather.Thehopein

hereyeswassomethinghewasscaredtokill

Doc:I’m afraidthereisnothingthatisworking.

We’vebeengivinghermedicationbutsheisn’t

gettingbetter.It’seithersheisscratchingthe

wallwithherfingertipsandshedoesn’tstopno

matterhowmuchshebleeds.Whenshehas



thosekindofepisodeswerestrainhertothe

bedbuttheseepisodesarenotcontrollable.

Keepinghertiedtothebedisalsonotgoodfor

her

Kat’smom nodded

Doc:letmetakeyoutoher.Anursewillbejust

outsidethedoorwhensheattacksyouordoes

anything

Kat’smom:Idon’tthinkIcangoin.I’llcome

backsomeothertimeandhopefullythenshe

willbebetter

Thedoctornodded.Heunderstoodverywellthe

painofseeingafamilymember/lovedonelose

touchwithreality



AtZack’shouse

IsiphosatonthebedbookingherflighttoCape

Town

Zackgotinandwasshockedtoseethepacked

bag.Hisheartbeatrapidlythinkingofwhat’s

reallygoingon.Couldshebeleavinghim just

becauseofthewayhespoketoherearlier?

Zack:IsiphoI’m sorrypleasedon’tleaveme.I’m

sorryforthewayIspoketoyou

Hecrouchedinfrontofher

Zack:Ifeelsouselesslately.Icouldn’thelpmy



brotherfrom Kat’sclaws.AtthemomentIdon’t

evenknowhowtosavepeoplefrom dyingat

thatinstitution.Ifeeluseless.I’veprayedso

manytimesandIcomebackwithnothingUriel

keepstellingmethatthisfightisnotmine.

Banziwillwakeupandfinishthisbattle.

Isipho:Iunderstandyourfrustrationmylove

andIfeeluselesstoobecausemorepeople

mightdieincludingKatherselfinallofthisand

thereisnothingthebothofuscando.

Zack:I’m gladyougetmebutstillIshouldn’t

havespokentoyouthewayIdidI’m reallysorry

Isipho:it’sokay.I’m notleavingyouI’m just

flyingtoCapeTown.Lwazigavebirth3weeks

agoandIhaven’tgonetosupporther.Herkids

andherbabydaddyhavehealthproblemsthat



can’tbeaneasythingtodealwithespecially

alone

Zack:(relieved)yeahyouareright,howlongwill

youbegonefor?

Isipho:aweekmaximum.Ipromisetobeback

Zack:you’releavingYenzaright?

Isipho:yeah.Ifyouwon’tcopeIcantakethe

girlstomymom

Zack:noyoudon’thaveto.Sam wantstosee

ZenandeandKhanyi’smom wanttosee

Qhamisa.I’llhandleeverything



Isipho:youdon’thavetopretendwithmeyou

knowthatright?

Zack:Iwon’tlieI’dloveforQhamisatonothave

anyrelationshipwithhermaternalfamily

becausetheirdaughterhurtmealotbackthen

andtheywereinvolved,theirdaughtertookmy

babygirlonlyforhertogetrapedunderhercare.

IsiphosighedshehadalwaysfeltthatZackwas

alwaysangrymoreaboutKhanyileavinghim

becauseofthearrangedmarriageherparents

gotherinto.Shedidn’treallywanttobejealous

ofadeadwomanbutrightnowshewas

Zack:it’sjustthatIdon’twantthem corrupting

mydaughterthesamewaytheywereableto

corrupttheirownagainstme



Isipho:lookyoucan’tcontroleverything

HertonemadeZacklookatherandhesawthat

hewasannoyedandshecouldn’thideit

Zack:what’sgoingon?

Isipho:nothing

Zack:that’snotnothingyourfacesaysitall

Isipho:youreallywanttoknow?

Zack:yes



Isipho:(standingup)youstillKhanyi’sphotos.

WhenIaskedyousaidyouarekeepingthem for

Qhamisayoudon’twanthertoforgether

mother

Zack:that’strue

Isipho:don’tmakemeafoolImayhavebeen

institutionalizedbutitwasn’tbecauseI’m

stupid

Zack:babeIdidn’tsayyouare

Isipho:Qhamisahasanalbum sothatshecan

storephotosofherselfandhermom andher

siblingsandshedidthatbutyoustillhave

Khanyi’spictureinyourstudyroom inyourlast

drawerinyourstudytable.Am Iwrong?



Zacklookeddown

Isipho:firstlyIhadtoconvinceyoutoremove

herpicturesinthishouseandtheyareinthe

garagebutyoukeptoneforyourself.Whatam I

supposedtothink?I’m tiredofthis.WhatifI

wastheonekeepingLihle’spictures?How

wouldthatmakeyoufeel?

Zack:I’m sorry

Isipho:nodon’tbe.Ihopeyoureallyget

satisfiedwithkeepingherpicture.Myflightisin

twohoursIneedtogetreadypleasegopickup

thekidsfrom school

Zacklookedather.Heknewwhenshe



dismissedhim likethatshedidn’twanttofight

andwasdonetalking.Hestoodupandchanged

hispantsandshoesandwalkedoutasshegot

inthebathroom

Probablyavoidingkissinghim

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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ThedoctorlookedatLwaziandshookherhead

Lwazi:issomethingwrongwithhim

Doc:thereisnothingwrongwithhim and

medicallyIcan’texplainwhythispartofhishair

turnedwhite

Lwazisighedandsatdown



Doc:Iknowyousobadlywanthim towakeup.

ThereisnothingIcandoforhim now.Heisfine

everythingelseisalluptohim henceheisnot

connectedtoanymachines

Lwazi:thanksDoc,Ijustgotworriedwhenhis

hairpartiallyturnedwhite

Doc:Iunderstand.Howaboutwejustfocuson

theKidsnow.Let’sgoseehowtheywilldo

withouttheincubators

Lwazifrowned

Doc:we’vebeenpostponingforawhilenow.

Theyweresupposedtobeoutlastweekbut

youwerescaredsomethingmighthappensoI



allowedustoextendtothisweek

Lwazi:whatifsomethinghappenswhenyou

takethem outoftheincubators?

Doc:thebabiesareperfectlyhealthyonlythe

otheronewillremainontheincubator,I’ll

removeherintwoweekstime

Lwazi:let’sremovethem atthesametime

Thedoctorsighedandremovedher

stethoscopearoundherneck

Doc:okayIcanallowforthattohappenbutwe

areremovingthem intwoweekstime



Lwazinoddedandfollowedthedoctorout

ShemetNoziinthediningroom sittinglooking

lostinthoughts

Thehousehadgonebacktobeingquietwith

justthetwoofthem init.Isiphocameand

chasedAmandaouttogetherwithMassi2

weeksago

Lwazi:Noziwhat’sgoingon?

Nozi:nothingsis’Lwazi

Herfacesaidsomethingelse,shewasalready

showingstresslines

Lwazi:isityourfamily?



Nozi:Iwishitwasmyfamily.It’smystupidity

really.Itrustedamanandheleftme

Lwazi:hehasn’tcalled?

Nozi:nohesaidhewasdealingwithsomething

andnevercalledback

Lwazi:butdidyouatleastmanagetotellhim

aboutthepregnancy?

Sheshookherhead

Lwazi:lookIknowMassiandheisnotaguy

whorunsawayfrom responsibility.I’m surehe

isreallydealingwithsomething



Nozi:(crying)whatam Igoingtodowithababy?

I’m justamaidandI’m onlygraduatingin2

yearstimebutthisbabywilldelayme

Lwazi:thereisnosuchthing.YouareatUnisa

doingyoursecondyear.You’llgivebirth,nurse

yourbabyanddoyourassignments.Ifyoumiss

anexam becauseoflabourwewillsenda

doctorsnotesothatyoucanrewritethemodule

duringsupplementperiod

Nozi:willIbeabletostudywithababyandmy

jobhere

Lwazi:whenwasthelasttimeyoudidchores

likeamaid?Itoldyouthatthisisyourhome.

I’m stillpayingyoubecauseyouhave



responsibilitiesandIunderstandthat.Youlive

withushere.

Nozi:thereis7kidsalreadyaddingonemoreon

that

Lwazi:isnothing.Youwillnotsacrificeyour

childjustbecauseIdecidedtohave7kids.If

youcan’taffordclothesheorshewillwearthe

big5’sclothes,heckI’llevenbuytheclothes

myself.JusttellMassiandhearwhathewill

say

BackinJohannesburg

Massi:heyIgotyoufruits



Amanda:whatthehellareyoudoinghere?You

wantRobtofindyouhere?

Massi:Idon’tunderstandwhyyoustillwantto

bewithhim.Thatmanbeatyouupandlanded

youhereandyoulostourbaby

Amanda:anymanwouldwhathedidifhefound

outhiswifehasbeencheating.Youwouldtoo

Massi:Iwouldneverlaymyhandonawoman.

I’dsimplywalkaway

Amanda:youareonlysaythatbecauseyou

haven’tbeeninthissituation

Amanda’sparentsgotindisturbingtheirlittle



arguments

Amanda’smom lookedatMassiupanddown

beforeturningtoAmanda

MrsNonyane:Idon’tknowwhatyouarestill

doingwiththismanAmanda,doyouwantto

upsetunkhwenyanaevenmore?Areyounot

ashamedofyourself?

Amandalookeddown.

Massi:Ijustcametocheckuponher

MrNonyane:thisbetterbethelasttimeyou

comenearmydaughtereveragain



Massinoddedandwalkedout

HehadhopedAmandawouldstanduptoher

parents.Hedidn’tunderstandhowtheycould

supportRobertevenwhentheyseethedamage

hehasdonetoAmanda

HebumpedintoRobertonthecorridors

Rob:youagain?Haven’tyoudoneenough?

Massiignoredhim andwalkedaway

Rob:ifIeverseeyounearmywifeagainyou’ll

besorry.I’llkillyouandburyyou

Massijustcontinuedwalkingawayleavinghim



shoutinglikeamadman.Itwasclearhehada

fewshotsofbrandyortequila.Understandable

becausehewasprobablytryingtobebraveto

facehiswife.

Hecheckedhisphoneandhehadamessage

Nozi

“HeyMassi,IjustfoundoutlastnightthatI’m

pregnant,I’m 5weekspregnant”

Apartofhim rejoicedafterreadingthatbuthe

thoughtabouthowshemustbefeeling.Heleft

thehousewithAmandawithnoregardofher

feelingswhatsoever

Massi



“I’llbetheretomorrowafternoon.Weneedto

talk”

Thiswasabigchangeforbothofthem that

neededthem tositdownandtalk.Hewouldn’t

mindhavingababywithherbutknowinghow

shehasbeenhustlingshemustbe

overwhelmedbyeverything

AtZack’shouse

Hefollowedhiswifeeventhoughshewasstill

givinghim thesilenttreatment

It’sbeentwoweeksnowbutthereisno

difference.Hethoughtshe’dcomebackfrom

CapeTownlessangrybutaweekhasended

sinceshegotbackandshewasn’tbudging



Zack:pleasesitdownsothatIcanexplain

everything

Shelookedathim andsatdown

Shewasalsotiredofbeingangryathim

Zack:IhavebeenhavingdreamsaboutKhanyi

forawhilenow

ThelookthatIsiphogavehim whenhesaidthat

waspriceless

Zack:Nononothosekindofdreams.Shehas

beenappearinginmydreamscryingandasking

forforgivenessforeverything.From leavingme

forherarrangedhusbandtoQhamisa’srape.I

forgaveherforleavingmebutIneverforgave

herforwhatQhamisawentthrough.I’vealways



beenholdingthatangertowardsherandshe

saysit’sholdingherfrom restingpeacefully.I’ve

beenlookingatherpicturetryingtofindinmy

hearttoforgiveandtellherthatbutI’vebeen

failing,I’m sorryformakingyoufeelotherwise

aboutusandyourself.I’m happywithyouandI

onlyhidthisbecauseIdidn’tknowhowtotell

youaboutit

Isipho:wealwaystelleachotheraboutour

visionsanddreams.Ifitwasawetdream I’d

understandthatyouhiditbecauseitwasgoing

tohurtmebutthiswastgoingtohurtmebut

insteadfindingoutthatyouhaveapicture

hiddeninyourstudyhurtmealot.I’m livingin

thishousewithyouandthenyougotoyour

studytolookatyourex.Iunderstandyounow

butbeforeIdidn’tbefore.Ijumpedto

conclusions



Zack:I’m sorrybabe

Isipho:it’sokay.Areyouwillinglytoforgiveher?

Zack:IwanttobutthevisionIsawofthepain

Qhamisawentthroughdoesn’tallowme

Isipho:I’m sureit’shardbutyoureallyneedto

forgiveherandyouneedtogetridofthepicture

ofQhamisa’spainsothatyoucanseehow

happysheisnow.Sheisatabetterplace

physicallyevenemotionallybecauseoftherapy

Zack:I’lltry.Siam Iforgiven?

Isipho:IhaveaneveningdressandheelsthatI

gotinCapeTownthatIwouldliketoreallywear,



sodothethingsthatneedtobedone

Shesaidandwalkedoutwiththebasketof

laundryinherhand

Zacksmiledlikealittleboyandgothisphone

tomakeabookingonthemostexpensive

restaurant

Whentwoworldsmeet:Banzi’sheart
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Attheinstitution

Kat:BanziwhyisthatIcanseeyou?

Banzi:Iwanttobethelastthingyousee



Kat:(crying)yourbabymamasaidthesame

thingandIwentblindandnowyouarehereand

youaretellingmethesamething

Banzi:IwantedyoutoseemyfacewhenIask

youthisquestion,whywouldyoudestroymy

lifelike?WhyKatlego?

Tearsstreameddownherface.Shewasalready

goingthroughalot.Everypartofherisinpain.

Halfthetimeshefeelslikesomeoneisliving

insideherbody

Kat:Idon’tknow

Banzi:nowhenyoumadeadecisiontocome

backtoS.A,comeintomylifeandgoconsultto



thatseeryouhadareason,somethingmade

yougotherenowIwanttoknowwhatthat

reasonis?Couldn’tyoujustacceptthatit’sover

?

Kat:itwasoverforyounotforme

Banzi:youleftmehere,thenextthingIseethat

youarewithsomeonewhileIwaitedforyou.

Nowyoucomebackandruinmylife.Youended

usIdidn’t

Kat:Iregrettedeverything

Banzi:wellyouareabouttoregretdoing

whateveryoudidtome.I’llmakeyouwishfor

death



Kat:(cry)mawe!!!!PleaseBanziforgiveme.It

wasgreedandselfishness

Banzi:everybodyhastopayfortheiractionsat

somepoint,Ialmostdiedthatwasmy

consequenceofbeingafulltoleavethewoman

Iloveforyou.Youbeinghereisjustthestart.

Youtriedtokillmyfamily.Triedtoburnthem

aliveintheirhome,whatkindofahumandoes

that?

Kat:howdoyouknowaboutthat?

Banzi:ohloveyaskyourseerwhatkindofa

manIam andyoubettertellhim thatI’m

comingforhim verysoon

Kat:BanzipleaseIdon’tknowhowitall



happened.NoBanzidon’tleave,Banzicome

back

Sheblinkedawaythetearsandthedarkness

wasbackagain

Kat:ohGodpleasesaveme

Tearsstreameddownherface,herfingertips

hurtsomuchthatsheeventhoughsomeone

cutthem off

AtCapeTown

ZackstoodaboveBanziandtouchedhishand

Lwaziwasstandingabitfarfrom him just



watchingeverything

ShelookedatthewhitehairthatbothZackand

Banzihave,shewonderedifit’safamilythingor

whatbutitwasconfusinghowafewminutes

agoZack’shairwasfineandblackbutnowit

hasthatwhitestring

Zack:BringAmandlacloser

Shebreathedinandremovedherbabygirlfrom

theonlythingthatprobablykeptheraliveuntil

shewasreadytocomeout

TheotherkidswereupstairswithNozi

SurprisinglyAmandlawasbreathingwithno



struggles

Zackplacedheronhischest

Zack:HoldBanzi’shand,keepyoureyescloser

andnomatterwhatyoufeeldonotopenyour

eyesorletgoofhim ifyoufeellikeprayinggo

aheadanddosobutdon’tdareopenyoureyes

orletgoofBanzi’shand,doyouunderstand?

Shenoddedvigorously,shewasn’tabouttoask

questions

Sheheldhishandandclosedhereyestightlyas

Zackbeganprayingaminutepassedand

nothingwashappening.Shesobadlywantedto

openhereyes,humancuriosity



Withinfewsecondsshefeltlikeshewas

floatingonairandsoonsheheardwavesof

waterandshefeltwetonherbody

ShebreathedinandoutandheldBanzi’shand

eventighter

Zack’svoicesoundedsodifferentandso

peaceful,it’scalmnessextendtoher,sheswore

tofeelhisprayergivehergoosebumpsand

madeherheardfeelsometypeofwayshe

couldn’texplain

Involuntarilytearsstreameddownherface,

everythingshehasbeenthroughcamebackto

herandatthesametimeshefeltlikethatpain

wasbeingliftedupfrom hershoulders,her

heartfeltlighterandfilledwithjoy

Shefoundherselfsaying“Iforgive”



SheheardBanzi’scoughandatthismoment

shesobadlywantedtoopenhereyesandreally

lookifheisawakeornotbutshecouldn’tshe

promisednotto

Zackfinallyendedtheprayerandeverythingfelt

normalaroundtheroom butemotionallyshe

feltdifferent

Zack:youcantaketotheothers,sheisfinenow

butsheissleeping

HesaidhandingherAmandla,shewaslooking

atBanzihopingtoseehim blinkatleast

ShegotAmandlaandlefttheroom

disappointedthatBanziwasn’tawake



ShebumpedintoNoziintheloungelookingout

thebalcony

Lwazi:iseverythingokay?

Nozi:(clappinghands)canyoubelievethat

therewasthunderandrainafewminutesago

butnowit’slikethatneverhappened,thesunis

backandtheskiesareclear

Lwazilaughedandshookherhead,withthe

waythesunrayswerehittingthegroundthere

isnowayitrained

Lwazi:hayiNoziuqalile(No.....youhavestarted)

Nozi:I’m tellingyouSisibekunethanyani



kusitshoizithongaezothusayonabantwana

badebakhalabutkeusiswakhowastooscared

toevencomegetyou(itwasrainingforreal,

thewasloudthunder,thekidsgotscaredand

criedbutyoursister)

Lwazishookherhead

Nozilookedatheragainandhereyeswidened

Nozi:areyoucarryingAmandla?Siswenzeni?

Ukhupheumntanaoogqirhabengekho?(What

didyoudo?Didyouremovethechildwithout

thedoctors?)

ShewasalreadystandinginfrontofLwazi

lookingatapeacefulsleepingAmandlawho

wasprettymuchalive



Lwazi:IdecidedtohavefaithinGod.Asmuch

asIwasscaredofremovingallofthem from

theirincubators.Itwaspainfulhavingtofeed

them throughaglass

NozinoddedlookingatAmandla’shand

wrappedaroundherindexfinger

Lwazi:thisonedoeslooklikeyouwhilethe

otheronelookslikeAngela,theboyslooklike

PastorJacobs,theirfatherandNathan

Lwazi:yeaheveryonehasalookalike

Nozi:isloveformykidtolooklikemeifit’sa

girl



Lwazismiledandlookedather

Lwazi:soyou’rekeepingit?

Nozi:yeahIam.Ibelieveinthewordthatsays

Goddoesn’tgiveyousomethingyoucan’t

handle

Lwazi:truethatey.I’m gladyoudecidedon

keepingyourbabyandifit’sagirlIprayshe

inheritsyou’rethicklightskin,thicklipsand

bushyeyebrows

Nozi:(laughing)thesebushyeyebrowscome

from beinghairy.Idon’twantanyhairychild

shavingisanexercise



Theladieslaughedandwalkedupthestairsto

golookattheotherkidsandforthefirsttime

placeAmandlainherowncot

IntheBasementdownstairs

Zack:youscaredus

Banzi:howlonghaveIbeenoutofit?

Zack:yhoooforsometimeyourkidsareevena

yearold

Banzi:myquintshavebeenbornalready?

Sadnesswaswrittenalloverhisface.Hehad

alwaysimaginethathe’dbethereforthebirth



ofallhiskids.It’sbadenoughthathewasn’t

thereforthepregnancy

Banzi:aretheyokay?

Zack:wejustremovedthelastonefrom the

incubator.Theywereinincubatorsbecauseof

beingbornamonthearlier

Henoddedandlookedaroundthebasement.

Herememberedwhenhegotthisplace.Hewas

theChristianguyheisbackthenheactuallygot

itandturnedthebasementthiswaywhenhe

wasstillagangsterandwouldtreathisfather

aftercertaingunfights.Thiswastheonlyplace

heevergottousehismedicallicense

Helookedathisbrothertryingtofindwordsto



Apologizeandthank

Zack:nodon’t.Notnow.Wewilldoitwhenwe

arealoneandyouare100%healthy

Heknewwhatthatmeant.Zackwasgoingto

kickhisass

Henodded

Zack:Ibroughtyoubackandhealedyoubut

youknowyourlegsandallyourjointswon’tbe

100%sinceyouhaven’tusedthem inawhile.

Youknowthat

Banzi:yeahIknow



Zack:goodthen.LetmegocallLwazishewas

sadwhenyoudidn’topenyoureyes

immediately

Banzi:waitZack

Zack:yeah,iseverythingokay?

Banziclosedhiseyesabitandbreathedout

Banzi:isshestillwithMasixole?

Zackchuckled

Zack:Idon’tknowyou’llaskheryourself



Banzi:youknowIcan’tdothat

Zack:andyouknowIdon’tlikediscussingother

people.IenjoygossipwhenIdoitwithmywife

Banzi:whateverman.Youjustwanttotorture

me

Zack:nope.Letmegogether

Banzi’sheartpoundedasZackwalkedout.

Soonshewasgoingtowalkinhere,she’dhave

tolookintohereyes,seeallthepainhecaused

her

Lwazi:Bhutiyouknowmystitchesarestill...

fresh....formetowalkupanddownthestairs



Shefinishedthesentencewhilelookingat

Banzithensheturnedbackandwalkedoutwith

tearsstreamingdownherface
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ThenursepushedBanzitowardsthedining

room andwalkedout

Lwaziwasalsoseatedforbreakfast.Shestood

upattemptingtoleavethetable

Banzi:don’tleaveI’llleave

Hetookanappleandthepressedhis



wheelchairtowardsthebalconywherehesat

andlookedattheocean.Thewaveswehitting

againsttheshoresonicely

Hestretchedhislegsthewayhisphysic

showedhim.

Nathancameandsatwithhim

Banzi:boywhyareyounotinthediningtable

eating?

Nathan:Women

Hesaidthrowinghishandintheair

Banzilaughed



Nathan:Icamewithyourmassagingcream so

thatIcanmassageyoutoesbeforeyoutry

walking

Allthesesmallthingsthattheydidtogether

broughtjoytohisheart

Nathan:willyoueverwalk?

Banzi:yeahIwillwalk,Icanwalkit’sjustthat

myjointforgothowtomakemewalksothey

arenotstrongenoughyetbuttodayisthelast

dayI’m usingthechair.It’sjustthatmorningare

hardsometimes

Nathan:Ican’twait.Youstillowemesoccer

games



Banzi:andIpromisetoplaythem withyou As

soonasIknowhowtorunagain

Nathan:cool.Canwepleasegoouttoday.

Thereisanewvideogamecomingouttoday

andmyfriendsareallgoingtherewiththeir

dadssoIwaswonderingifyoucangowithme

andpretendtobemydaduncleMassidoesn’t

lovewithusanymore

BanzilookedatNathanforafewsecondsand

thenwipedthetearsthatwerefallingonhis

face

Banzi:comesithere

Hesaidpattinghislap



Nathan:I’llbreakyourbones

Banzipulledhim laughingandplacehim onhis

lap

Banzi:Iwillnotpretendtobeyourfather

becauseIam yourfather.I’m sorrythatIstayed

awayfrom youguys.Iwasbeingfoolishand

thathurtmom alotbutIpromisethistime

aroundI’m stayingsoifyouwanttocallmeDad

likeyourlittlesisterAngelapleasedobecause

I’dloveforyoutocallmethat

Nathan:cool

HesaidplacinghisheadonBanzi’schest.The

littleboy’sdream hadjustcometrue.He’d



alwayswantedafatherandeventhough

bab’Dubewasplayingafatherroletohim itwas

notthesamebecausehisauntmadesureto

tellhim everytime

Nathan:Ican’twaitforthebig5tostartwalking?

Whydoyoucallthem thebig5whentheyare

small?Theycan’tevenspeak

Banzi:Idon’tknowwhytheyarecalledbig5ask

yourmom that.Pleasebringmycrutchesso

thatwecangotothemall

Nathanstoodupandraninsidethehouse

Banzisattherejustthinkingabouthowhislife

isamess.Helivesinahousewithawoman

whowantsnothingtodowithhim won’teven



givehim thetimeoftheday

Hetookouthisphoneandsentatext

“Anyluckfindingthehouse?”

Heplacedthephoneinhispocket

Nathancamebackwiththecrutchesandgotup

andusedthem tobalancehimself

Lwazilookedatthem astheywalkedoutofthe

house

Shesighedandsatdown.Shecouldt

understandwhyshecouldn’tbringherselftosit

downandtalktoBanziit’sbeendaysnowand



theyhaven’tactuallyspokeabouteverything

that’sgoingon.Shewashappythatheisawake

andwashappyathoweverythingwasgoing,

hersonisIlovewithBanzitoapointthatone

wouldn’tthinkthatheisjustastepfather

Nozi:hehasbeentryingtotalktoyouand

you’vebeensorude.Iknowit’snoneofmy

businessbutyouarepushinghim away

Lwazilookedatherandsighed.Godknowsshe

wantstojustmoveonandforgetbutshecan’t

Nozi:Ithoughtmaybeyouwereafraidofletting

him seehowyourbodyhaschangedbecause

ofthepregnancyIknowsomewomenstruggle

withbeingcomfortablewiththeirbodyafter

birth.



Lwazi:that’spartofthereasonwhyIcan’tjust

lethim inandduringourfightshesaidsome

hurtfulthingsthatstillhurtmetillthisday.

EverytimeIlookathim Igobacktohowhe

insultedmeinfrontofhisotherbrothers

Nozi:myfatherusedtosaythathelovedevery

stretchmarksmymotherhadbecauseitwas

proofofherstrength,theevidenceofthegift

shegavehim.Don’tlookatthem asdisgusting

marksbutratherthebeautyofyourbodybeing

abletoadjusttoaccommodate5babiesat

once.Idon’tthinkyoureallywanttobeasingle

mom of7andI’m notsayingtolerateBanzi

becauseofthekidsyouhavebutifyougiveup

onyourrelationshipbesureit’swhatyoureally

wantnotwhatyourangerismakingyoudo



SheleftLwazistandingthereandtookthe

bottles.Itwasfeedingtimeforthequints.

Angelahasbeenplayingwiththebabiesever

sinceshemetthem.Inherworldshethingthey

arelivingdollsbecauseofhowtinytheyare.

InJohannesburg

Zacksatinhisofficeandlookedatthebooks

ofBanzi’sdivision.Clientsweregoneand

employeeshavebeenlootingmoney

Hedialedhisbrother

Zack:Lubanziwehaveaproblem



HeheardsomeshufflingbeforeBanzi’svoice

camebackagain

Banzi:hey,sorryaboutthatI’m onmywayto

themallwithNathan

Zack:OwhIcancalllaterthen

Banzi:noyoucantalkhisplayinggamesonhis

tabletanyways

Zack:I’m lookingatthecompany’sbooksand

clientlist

Banzi:yeah

Zack:yourdivisionlostmillionsandalotof



clients.Mostemployeesaregone

Banzi:mmmmhhhh

Zack:didyouhearwhatIsaid?

Banzi:yesIheardyouloudandclear.Iknow

what’sgoingon.

Zack:andyoudidn’ttellme

Banzi:lookZack.DavidandtheZlukhele

brothersstartedtheirowncompany,Davidgot

accesstothemoneyandthecompanyfrom Kat

andhejoinedwiththeLukhelebrothers.They

nameditLDconstruction



Zacksighedrubbinghishead

Zack:howdidyouknowallofthis?

Banzi:Isaweverything,everythingthat

happenedbeforeandeverythingthatisgoingto

happennowthatI’m awake.

Zack:youneedtodosomethingthen

Banzi:noIwon’tdoanything.Letthem have

everything.Ihavemyinvestmentsandmoney

tosustainmeforalifetime.I’llstartfrom

scratchifIhaveto

Zack:butyoucan’tjustletthem dothis



Banzi:likeyoualwayssaidbro.Sometimesit’s

bettertostartalloverthantoloseeverything

fightingfornothing.Istartedthatcompanywith

bloodmoneymaybeit’sagoodthingthatit’s

fallingapartI’m justsadthatit’saffectingthe

wholecompany

Zack:nahdon’tworryaboutuswewillbounce

back

Banzi:I’m glad.LookbroIgottago.Ipromised

mysonI’llgivehim myfullattentiontoday

Zack:enjoymanandsorryforbringingthisright

now

Banzi:it’scoolwe’lltalk



Banzidroppedthecallandswitchedhisphone

off

2hourslateratthebeachhouse

AladygotinasLwaziwaitedtoseewhosheis

andwhatshewantswithBanzi

Lady:goodmorning.I’m sorryforjustcoming

herebutI’vebeentryingBanziforsometime

nowbuthisphoneisnotgoingthrough

Lwazi:oh,sowhoareyouandwhatdoyou

wantwithBanzi?

Theladylookedather,shecouldtellfrom the

timethatthiswomanwasnothappythatsheis



here

Lady:I’m AnneImanagehisproperties.He

askedmetogethim anemptyhouseinoneof

hisproperties

Lwazi’sheartpoundedasshelistenedtothe

lady.SoBanziwaslookingforahouse

Lwazi:whendidBanzicontactyou?

Anne:yesterdayandthismorning

Shenodded

Anne:I’m justheretodrophim offthekeysand

thespecsofeachhouse.Hecangoviewthem



anytimesincetheyarecurrentlyvacant

Shesaidplacingsomepapersandthekeyson

thetableandwalkedout

Lwazirealizeditmust’vebeentherudeness

whenshesoundedlikeajealousyboyfriendthat

madetheladytoquicklyrushout

Shesighedandsatdown.Shehadalwaysbeen

confidentaboutherselfandneverfeltinsecure

aboutanythingbutseeingsuchapetitewoman

whowasdressedsoformalandnicewhileshe

isstillbattlingwithbabyfatandstillwearing

leggingsandlooseshirtsmadeherfeel

somehow

Shesatdownandlookedatthepictures.The



houseslookedgood,spaciousandwithenough

roomsforthekids

BanziandNathanwalkedinwithaboxofpizza

chattingandlaughing

Nathan:Itoldyouitwasgoingtobecool

Banzi:Iknowmyboy.I’m sorryIhadtositdown

atsomepoint

Nathan:it’sokaydadI’m justgladyouwereable

tocomenowmyfriendsknowthatIhaveacool

dadandthatIwastmakingitupwhenIsaid

youarenotokay

Lwaziwasshockedatthesuddenupgradefrom



uncletodad

Thingsbecameawkwardashereyeslocked

withBanzi

Banzi:gosetupthegameI’llbetheresoon

Nathanranoff

Lwazi:aladydroppedtheseforyou

Shesaidhandinghim thedocumentsandkeys

Banzi:ohthanks

Hetookthedocumentsandattemptedtowalk



away

Lwazi:soyouaremovingout?

Banzi:yeahIam movingout.I’veseenhow

uncomfortableyouarehavingmeinthehouse

andhowmuchyoualwaysleavewhenIenter

theroom.Thisisyourhouseandnooneshould

makeyoufeeluncomfortableinit

Lwazi:andthekids?Youwereunconsciousfor

monthsandyouwanttobeawayfrom them

again

Banzi:I’m notgoingtobeawayfrom them.I’ll

getNathanandAngelaeveryweekend.

Sometimespickthem upfrom schoolandwhen

IcanI’lldropthem off.I’llgetthebig5when



theyareoldenoughtobeawayfrom youand

whenIgetabiggercar

Shebreathedinandouttryingtocalm herself

down

Banzi:Ihavealotgoingoninmyliferightnow

andcomplicatingyourisnotwhatIwanttodo.

Lwaziwalkedawayleavinghim there

Banzi:ohhelpmeGod

Heheadedupthestairsbalancinghimselfand

takingabreathereverynowandthen.Hisjoints

wantedtogiveupbuthewantedtopush

himself.Hejustcouldn’tunderstandhowhis



legsbecamesoweaklikehewasinjuredthem

buthewasn’t

Doctorsdidn’texplainsomethingabouthowhis

bonemassandbodymasswasaffectedbyhim

lyingdownforsometime

Buthestilldidn’tunderstand
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“GodIcomebeforeyouthisnight.Myheartis

bleeding.I’m losingmyfamilyandtheonly

womanI’lleverlovewitheverypartofme.My

lifeisamessIdon’tevenknowwheretostart

fixingit.Ifoolishlytrustedsomeonewhoruined

mylife,Idon’tevenrememberwhatwasreally

aboutmytimewithherbutIknowithasleftme

withnothingandleftmylovedoneswithscars



thatmayneverheal.I’velostitallandifit’sby

yourwillGodthenit’sfine.Iasktatyoumay

givemestrengthtofighttilltheendofmydays.

IfIeverdoubtedyourexistencepleaseforgive

me”

Tearsandpainmadehim stop,hecouldn’tgo

onwithhisprayeranymore

Lwazi:amen

Hejumpedabitandopenedhiseyestolookat

her.Shewasstandingatthedoorinher

sleepwear

Lwazi:thequintsarefinallyasleep



Shesaidbreakingtheawkwardnessbetween

them.Thereissomuchshewantedtosayto

him butdidn’tknowhowtostartaconversation

Banzi:that’sgreat.I’m thinkingofgettingyou2

morenannies.Nozibelemightleave.Massi

wantshertobeclosertohim sincesheis

pregnant

Hesaidfixingthepillowsofhisbed

Lwaziwasstillatthedoorshedidn’tknowifit

wasappropriatetogoin

Banzi:canwetalk?

Shenoddedsteppinginandclosingthedoor



behindher

Banzi:theonlyreasonIdidn’tmoveoutwas

becauseyouwereright.Iwasawayfrom kids

becauseofKat,thenIbecameunconscious.

Movingoutwillhurtthem againsothat’swhyI

decidedtostay.Ihadhopedthatbynowyou’d

becomfortablewithhavingmearoundbutit’s

beenamonthandyou’restillavoidingbeingin

thesameroom asme.Idon’tblameyouatall.

I’m sorryforthehurtfulthingsIsaidtoyou.I

don’tknowhowIcantakethewordsbackbut

I’m sorry.I’m sorryforleavingyoupregnantwith

my5kidstostaywithanotherwomanandnot

evenbothercheckinguponyou.

TearswerestreamingdownLwazi’sfaceatthat

moment.Shewantedhim toapologizeandnow

thathewasapologizingshefinallycried,tears



ofjoythatheisback

Hepulledherclosertohim andheldherasshe

criedpullinghim close.

Lwazi:I’m sohappyyou’reback

Shepulledawayfrom him

Lwazi:Iwassoscaredofbeingasingleparent

to5kids.IhaveneverprayedthewayIdidthe

pastmonths.ThelasttimeIprayedsomuch

waswhenIwasaskingGodtoforgivemefor

killingmystepfather.Myfaithwasfragileforso

longthatIdidn’ttrustmyselfbutseeingyou

standingbeforeme,IknowGodhearsmy

prayers.



Shesatattheedgeofthebed

Lwazi:Ihavebeenangryatyouforsolongthat

ithasmademeunhappyinsteadof

uncomfortable.Ididn’trealizethatwhilebeing

angryatyouIwashurtingmyself.

Banzi:Iunderstoodyouranger.Itwasverified

Shestoodupandstrippednaked

Banzishiftedabit

Lwazi:Ihavebeenscaredofyouseeinghowmy

bodyhaschangedafterthepregnancy.It’snot

thesameanymore



Banzistoodupandstoodinfrontofherand

heldherhands

Banzi:yourbodyisperfect.Idon’tcareabout

howfatyou’vebecomeorhowdarkyourtummy

isorthestretchmarksyouhave.WhenIseeall

thesechangesIdon’tseeuglyIseethebeauty

ofawoman.Iseemarksofstrengthand

greatness.Iloveyouforallowingyourbodyto

changesomuchsothatyoucanmakemea

father.IloveyouNolwaziandIwouldnever

stopjustbecauseyourbodychangedbecause

yourcarryingmybabies.

Lwazi:Idon’tfeelbeautifulanymore

Banzismasheshislipsonhers.Atfirstshe

didn’trespondbutshedideventually



ThekissbecamesoheatedthatsoonBanzi

wasalsonakedwithhisheadbetweenherlegs.

Sheheldontothesheetsashistongueplayed

aroundherclitwithhistwofingersinsideher

Thesensationwasflowingthroughoutherbody

thateventuallyshecried.Shedidn’tunderstand

whyshewascryingbutshedid.

Shefinallycamealloverhim.Hepositioned

himself,histipwasatherentrance

Banzi:Idon’thavecondoms

Lwazi:JustfuckmeLubanzi



Hedidn’twastetimehepushedhimselfinside

her

Banziwasgiftedandalthoughshehadsexwith

Masixolesomemonthsback.Thiswashurting

abit

Banzikisseshertohelpherrelaxsothather

wallscanopenuptohim.

Hebeganmovingslowlybutthrustingdeeper.

From hisstrokesLwazicouldtellhewas

makinglovetoherandaboveallexpressingall

hisemotionsormaybethat’swhatshewas

doingasherhandsroamedalloverhisbody

andherwaistmovedtomeethim halfway

Banzi:fuckIloveyouwoman



Hebeganmovingfastermakinghermoan

louderasthebodiesclappedagainsteachother.

Therewassomethingaboutallofthisthatfelt

outofthisworld.Itfeltliketheirsoulswere

connectingtoeachotherandtheirheartswere

beatingasone.

Thepeaceandtranquilitythatovercamethem

wasindescribable.

Theirbodiesmovedinrhythmicpattern.

LwazilookedintoBanzi’seyes,shesawwhite

dovesflying,sheblinkedadlookedatthem and

thedoveswereflyingaroundagain.Shesawa

beautifulwaterfall



Banzisawthesameinhereyestoo

Lwazinoticedthathiswholehairwasturning

whiteandlonger

Thisdefinitelydidn’tfeelliketwopeoplehaving

sex.Itwassomethingbeyond

Lwazi:arefloating?

Finallyaskedbecauseshefeltlikewitheach

thrusttheygothigherandhigherfrom the

ground.Heckshecouldn’tevenseetheroof

everythingwassuddenlywhiteandbright

Herbodyshookasshereachedecstasy,Afew

morestrokesandBanzispilledhisseedsinside



her.

Theirbreathingfilledtheroom andeverything

wasbecomingnormalbesidesBanzi’seyesand

hair

Shelookedasheblinkedatatearthatshined

filledwithglitterfellfrom hiseyesandontoher

chestandeventuallydieddown.

Banzigotoffherandlaidbesideher

Thelookedattherooftryingtominimizetheir

breathing

Lwazi:Whatwasthat?



Shefinallysaid

Banzi:Idon’tknow

Hewasbeinghonesthedidn’tknow.Hehas

neverfeltthatwayduringsex

Thebothlaughed

Theyturnedtofaceeachother.Thedovesand

waterfallweregonenowinboththeireyes

Lwazi:Isawabeautifulwaterfallandwhite

dovesinyoureyes

Banzi:(chuckling)Isawthesameinyours



Lwazi:(laughing)maybewe’vegonecrazy.I

swearIsawaglowingtearwithglittersfalling

from youreye

Banzi:(laughing)nowthat’scrazy

Lwazi:I’m seriousbabe

Hesmiledwidelyhearingherrefertohim that

way

Lwazi:IloveyousomuchtatakaAzukiswe

Banzi:(smiling)Iloveyoutoomamaka

Amandla



Heplantedakissonherforeheadandhenose

beforepeckingherlips

Lwazi:pleasemoveintothemasterbedroom

thebediscoldwithout

Banzi:Iwouldloveto.

Lwazi:Imissedyou

Banzi:Imissedyoutoo

Shesatupandleanedontheheadboard.Itwas

timeshetoldhim aboutMassi

Helookedatherandpulledherchinup.Tears

hadformedinhereyes



Banzi:IknowaboutyouandMassi.Iknew

beforeheeventoldmeaboutit.Don’tfeelbad

foranything

Lwazi:Ishouldn’thavesleptwithyourfriend.

I’m sureit’smakingthingsawkwardbetween

youguys

Banzi:hepromisedtocontrolhisfeelingsandit

canonlybeawkwardifyoulovehim.Doyou

lovehim?

Sheblinkedlookinginhiseyesasthetearsthat

shewasholdingfell

InJohannesburg



Nomasatattheedgeofthebedfeedingher

cravings.Khulekaniwassittingleaningagainst

theheadboard

Noma:soyouhavetodocommunityservice

andyouwillnevergobacktoSAPSeveragain?

Khulekani:yeahIdidn’treallydoanythingmuch

becauseIneverinvestigatedwhentheevidence

wassayingotherwise.InsteadImarriedthe

daughteraspayment

Nom:wasitthatbadwiththeladiesthatyou’d

evenmarryawomanjusttokeepquiet?

Khulekani:(laughing)yeeyyyiiiibabeitwasbad



Noma:(laughing)mmmmhhhhh.Soifmyuncle

didn’tcalltotellmethatyourfamilywasthere

topaydamagesandlobolawhenwereyou

goingtotellme?

Khulekani:whenIhaveboughtaring

Shesmiledlookingathim.Shewascontent

withherlife.Sheisdoingwellatschool.The

kidsarehappyandherpregnancyisvery

healthy

Aloudknockdisturbedthem

Khulekani:IwonderwhothatisAtthistimeof

thenight



Noma:it’sjustafewminutesafter9

Khulekani:it’slateforvisitors

Hesaidgettinghisrobe

Nomatookherstooandfollowedhim tothe

frontdoor

Khulekani:whoisit?

Vee:it’smeDube

ThecouplelookedateachotherbeforeNoma

noddedthatheshouldopen



Vee:whydidyouchangethedoorlocks?She

saidgettingin

ShestoppedspeakingasshelookedatNoma’s

bumpasshestoodnexttoKhulekani

Vee:what’sgoingon?

Khulekani:youcameintoourhomeatnight.We

shouldbeaskingyouthat

Vee:whatisshedoinghereKhukekani?

Khulekani:whatareyoudoinghere?



Vee:I’m comingbacktomyhouse,tomy

husbandandkids

KhulekanilaughedwhileNomawalkedaway

Khulekani:Husband?Don’tyouremember

sendingmedivorcepaperswhichIsignedand

thenwesettledeverythingandgotdivorced

Vee:babeitwasjustaphaseIwasgoing

through.Thethingwithmysister

Khulekani:stopit.Foroncetakeresponsibility

foryouractions.Whenyousawmeinmy

securityofficeruniform youdidn’tthinktwice

aboutembarrassingmeandmakingmefeel

little.“I’m gladI’m divorcingyourass,imagine

mewithasecurityofficer”that’swhatyousaid



tomewhenyousawmeatthemall.

Vee:Idon’tknowwhatIwasthinking.Iwastoo

stressedout

Khulekani:no.ForaslongasIwaswithyou,

youwerealwaysbitterandIdisregardedyour

rudenessandbitternessbecauseIactually

lovedyou.Ievenlookedpastyourcheatingand

fallingpregnantforanotherman.

Vanessa’seyesopenedwidelyatthatrevelation.

Shedidn’tthinkheknew

Khulekani:Iknowmydaughterisnotmy

biologicaldaughter.Youcontinuedscrewing

yourboyfriendevenwhenyouweremarriedto

metillyoufellpregnantandpinneditonme.



TearsstreameddownVee’seyesasshelooked

atKhulekani

Khulekani:IlovemydaughterbecauseIraised

herasmyown.Butsheneedsherfather.Sheis

sleepingrightnowsoyoucancomegether

tomorrowandpleaseleavethekeystomygate.

Thismyhouseandrightnowyouare

trespassing

Vee:Soyou’redoingmelikethisyourownwife

justforanewpussy?

Khulekani:Edwiferemember.Andthatnew

pussyisbetterthantheoldonesopleaseleave

beforeIusedforceonyou



Hesnatchedthekeysfrom herhandand

removedhiskeys

Khulekani:leavemyhouse

Hesaidholdingthedoorforher.Theangerand

disgustthatwasportrayedinhisfacemadeher

nottothinktwiceaboutleavingsheleftwitha

tailbetweenherlegs

Khulekanilockedthegateaftershedroveoff

andthenwentbacktohiswife
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Vanessa’sheelsechoedintheroom astheyhit



againstthefloor.Theotherinmatesandvisitors

lookedatherasshewalkedacrosstheroom

Hermom wassittingdownwaitingforher

Shesatdownremovinghershades,hermother

noticedtheeyebagsaroundhereyes

Vee:Idon’thavealldaysothisbetterbegood

Hermom lookedatherandshecouldn’tmiss

theattitudeshewasgivingher

MrsJ:myAngelwhat’sgoingon?

Vee:Iwasgoingthroughyourthingstryingto

cleanup.AndIcameacrossatitledeed.The



houseisinmynameanddadleftmeamillion

bityousaidheleftmeR500000.Andinsteadof

managingthemoneyverywelllikeinvestingit

youuseditlikenothing

MrsJ:howdoyouthinkIpaidforyourfeesat

thatcollegeyouwentto?

Vee:myfeeswouldn’tcostevenclosetohalfa

million

MrsJ:yeahwellyouneededtobefed.The

churchwasn’tmakingmuchmoneyafteryour

father’sdeath

Vee:yousoldhisfarm sayingyouaretryingto

getmoney.Wherediditgo?



MrsJ:I’m notgoingtosithereandbe

questionedbyyou.

Vee:whatdoyouwantfrom me?

MrsJ:whydidyoulieonyourfather?Youtold

thedetectivesherapedyou.Yourfatherwould

neverdothattoyou

Veechuckledlookingathermom.Shehad

alwaysknownthathermom woulddoanything

toretainherperfectimageandfamily.Shewas

indenialaboutherhusband’sshenanigansand

helpedhim coverthem upsothatshecanget

herperfect

Vee:thefirsttimeithappenedwaswhenLwazi

ranawayfrom homeforthefirsttimeanddad



madeyousleepoutsideandyouwereonly

allowedbackinthehouseifyoucomeback

withher.Hetoldmeweweregoingtodo

somethingandthatitwouldbefunandhewas

doingitwithLwaziandyouit’swhatwewilldo

asafamily.Itoldhim itwaspainfulandhe

didn’tcarehehadhisfun,thewholenightand

hesaidtome“onlyyourfatherissupposedto

dothis,ifanyboytouchesyouitwillbevery

painfulandIwon’tbeabletowalk”.That’swhyI

alwayssaidI’llneverbeinarelationship

wheneverIwastalkingNolwazi.

MrsJ:LIAR

Vee:denyitallyouwantmebutitwon’tchange

anything,allthetimeshesaidgolookforLwazi

whensheranawaytoZeerustwithLethaboand

youleftmehome,hehadhiswaywithmeand



lookingbacknowI’m disgustedthatIenjoyedit

becauseinmyminditwasright,Iwouldmoan

withpleasureandastimewentonI’daskforit

myselforinitiateitmyself.ButLwazicame

backandhedidn’twantanymore,heusedhis

fingersandtonguemostly,Ienjoyedthattoo.I

startedhatingitwhentheteachersspokeabout

sexatschoolduringLifeorientation.They

explainedthatit’snotrightandluckyformeI

wouldn’thavetotellmyfatherNobecause

whenwegothomethatdayLwazihadkilled

him.Apartofmewasgladshedid.

TearswerestreamingdownMrsJ.Inherquest

forhappinessandperfectionshedestroyedher

daughterwhilelovingamanwhodidn’teven

loveher

Sherememberedherownsexualencounters



withherhusband.TheBDMSheputherthrough

allinthenameofspicingthingsup.

Vee:Khulekanitoldmetogoandgetmy

daughter.Heknowsheisnothis.Ispoketo

Lethaboandhewantshisdaughter.Maybethis

relationshipwillworkwithoutyourinfluences

MrsJ:thatmanhasalwaysloveNolwazi

Vee:Iknowbutthelittlelovehegavemewas

enoughformeandhewilllovemydaughter.I

wishtheygaveyouLifeimprisonmentbecause

youarenothingbuttoxictoanyoneyoucomein

contactwith.I’m sellingthehousebytheway

MrsJ:andwherewillIstaywhenIgetoutof

here?



Vee:Idon’tknow,theshackyouusedtolivein

maybe

Veestoodupandworehershadesleavingher

mom there.Shehadspentsomanyyearstrying

topleasethiswomanandnothingwasenough.

Shemarriedamanshedidn’tloveleaving

Lethabohanging

Shewalkedoutthefacilityandlookedat

Lethaboashestoodwaitingforher.Hesmiled

ather

Shewalkeduptohim andgavehim

Akissbeforetheygotinthecaranddroveoff.



Attheinstitution

ThenurseswalkedKattowherehermom was.

HerheadwasBaldandherfacehadscars

MrsM:ohmybaby

Kat:madon’tcrytuu

MrsM:whathappenedtoyouKat?Youwere

happyandhadjustgotmarriedwiththeman

youloveandthenextthingyouareblindand

nowyouarehere

Kat:(crying)Iruinedmylifema.IthoughtI

couldcreatemyownperfect



MrsM:nomayiniwecanfixit.Iwenttoa

traditionalhealerwithoneofyourshirtsthat

stupidwomanchasedmeoutsayingshecan’t

helpme.I’llfindapowerfulone

Kat:nohealercanhelpmema.Onlydeathcan

savemysoul.I’m torturedbyademonevery

dayandnight.

MrsM:thereisnodemonhereKat.Wecanfix

this

Kat:haven’tyouheardanythingthatIsaidto

you?ThereisnothingIcando

MrsM:wewillaskforthepastortohelpyou

you’rehisbrotherswifeafterall



Kat:ifIcanstandanywherenearthatmanma,

I’llburn.Ihaveademoninmeandheispure

manchosenbytheoneabove

Mrsm:Iseewhatevertheygaveyouherehas

madeyoucrazy

Katcouldfeelthedemoninherwakingup

Shefeltherscalpshifting

Kat(Zeena):DoIlooklikeajoketoyou?

Somanyvoicesspokeatones



Shefeltsomethingfallingontheground.She

knewhermom hadfainted

Zeenawentbacktosleepasnurseswalked

towardsthem

Shekeptquietasthekeptaskingwhat

happened.Howwasshegoingtoexplainher

mom faintingrighttherewithoutseeing

anythingorwithoutanythinghappeningtoher.

Anursehelpedherbacktoherroom

AtAmanda’shouse

Shehasbeenbattlingwithdepressionsobad.

Hermom hasbeenlivingwiththem forthepast



monthbutnothinghelpedeventhedepressants

thedoctorprescribeddon’tseem tobeworking

Likealwaysshesatatthebalconyandlooked

atthesky

Robertwalkedtowardsandhesawherbody

tenseup.Itpainedhim thatshewasscaredof

him

Rob:soIdidaDNAonthebabyanditturnsout

itwasmine

Shedidn’tevenflinch.Shelookedaheadlikehe

didn’tspeaktoher

Rob:I’m reallysorry.Ishould’vespokentoyou



inadifferentmanner.LikeaskwhatIwasn’t

doingrightinsteadofbeatingyouup

Silence...hesighedandwalkedout

Hermom cametoher

Ma’Zulu:youshould’vespokento

umkhwenyana.Heisyourhusband

Amandalookedathermotheronceandthen

lookedbackattheopenspace.

Hermotherstoodupandleft

ShetookherphoneandtriedcallingMassibut

itwasn’tgoingthrough



Shesighedandplaceditdown.Tearsstreamed

downherface.SherememberedLwazi’swords

whenshetoldherthatshewillhavea

restaurantbutshewillstillbeemptyifsheis

notwiththemansheloves.Loveiseverything.

Atthismomentsheagreeswithher.Loveis

indeedeverything.

IfonlyshehadstayedwithMassi,they’d

probablybehappynowbutshejusthadto

impressherparentsbymarryingthemanof

theirchoiceandshealsochosetohaveallthe

finerthingsandforgotaboutlove

Thefollowingmorning

Lwazigotupwiththepaininbetweenherlegs.



Hedefinitelymadeupforlosttime.Shedidher

hygieneprocessthenwentdownstairstogofix

thebottle.ShefoundBanzistandingoverthe

countercarryingoneofthebabieswhilereading

instructionsonthemilktin

Lwazi:needhelp?

Heturnedtoherandsmiled

Banzi:yeah.Ididn’twanttoputtoomuchortoo

little

Lwazi:it’sokay.Washeawake?Oryouwoke

him up

Banzi:hewasawakeandcrying.Howdidyou



knowit’saHe?

Lwazi:(laughing)theboyshaveblueblankets

andmostoftheirclothesareboy’scolorsthat’s

howIwasabletotellwithoutchecking

Banzi:OwhIdidn’tnotice

Lwazi:you’lllearntoidentifythem

Banzi:Iwill.Howdiditfeelcarrying5kids?

Lwazi:(laughing)scaryey.Theytookovermy

bodylikenobody’sbusiness.Thestruggleof

walkingorgettingupwastheworst.The

scariestpartwaswhentheyweren’tmoving

thatwasafterthefire



Thelastpartshesaiditlookingatherburnt

markonherarm.Itwasnotfreshbutitwas

there

Banzilookedatitandkisseditamultipletimes

beforekissingher

Banzi:I’m sorryIwasn’ttheretoprotectyou.I’m

sorryyoualmostdiedbecauseofme

Lwazi:itwasn’tyourfaultandweirdlyIwas

abouttogiveup.Ihadclosedmyeyesandyou

appeared.Toldmewewon’tbetogetherifo

don’twakeupandtrytogetoutofthehouse.

YouandTrishsavedmylifethatnight

Helookedather



Banzi:really?

Lwazi:yeah.Thatwasthesecondscariestpart

ofmylife.Ineverthoughtsomeonewould

actuallywanttokillme

Banzi:I’m sorry

Lwazi:stopapologizingit’sallbehindusnow.

Youareherewithusnow.Theysayeverything

thatyougothroughshapeswhoyouarejust

likehowthebodydevelopsantibodiesthat

becomeimmunetothesamevirusifittriesto

attacktheimmunesystem

Banzi:listentoyoubeingadoctornow



Lwazi:ohpleasewebothknowwhoisthe

doctorinthisfamily.Heissleepinghewillhave

thiswhenhewakesup

Banzi:Awakhe.Ithoughtyou’dchangethe

names

Lwazi:nahIlovedthem themomentyoutold

meaboutthem

Banzi:I’m glad.Soareyougoingtolookforthe

nannies?

Lwazi:I’lllookforonenannytohelpme.Nathan

andAngelaareoldIdon’tneedtobabythen

thatmuch



Banzi:yeahAngelahasbeendistantlately.

Lwazi:Inoticed.Ithinkthefearofthinkingyou

mightleaveagainorsomethingiswhat’s

makingheruneasy

Banzi:IguessIneedtohaveadatewithher

Lwazi:yep.Sowheretofrom here?

Banzi:tobehonestIhaven’tthoughtaboutalot

ofthingsbesidesfindingajobtoworkasa

doctorormaybeopenmyownoffice.

Lwazi:mmmmhhhhh.Whendoesthewhitehair

comeout?



Banzi:Idon’tknowcanwenottalkaboutthat

rightnowitstillfreaksmeout

Shenodded

Banzi:soNoziisleavingtonight?

Lwazi:yeah.Whenwereyougoingtotellme

yourdivisionhasgonebankruptandit’sclosing

downbecauseofthelossofmoneyandclients.

Banzi:Iwasgonnatellyou.It’snothingyou

shouldworryyourselfaboutthough

Lwazi:Ishouldn’tworrywhenyouareafather

of6kids



Helookedatherwithaneyebrowraised

Banzi:6kids?Ihave7kidssowhywouldyou

sayIhave6

Shestoppedpreparingthebottlesandsatdown

Lwazi:it’sjustthatIdon’twantyoutofeelthe

needtofathermysonjustbecauseIboreyou5

kids

Banzistoodinfrontofherandhandedherthe

baby

Banzi:whenyoumotheredmydaughterlikeshe

isyourowndidIforceyouorithappened?



WhenshestartedcallingyoumamadidItellher

toorshedidthatherself?

LwazilookedatAwakhe

Banzi:thatboyaskedmetobehisfatherand

evenifhedidn’taskmeIam hisfather.I’m even

goingtoadopthim sothatIcanhavepaternal

rightandhecanusemysurname.Idon’twant

youseparatingthesekids.Iam afatherof7

thatit.

HekissedherforeheadandtookAwakheand

headedupstairs

Shegotupandpreparedbreakfast.The

conversationmovedfrom beingaboutthe

companytoherbeingscoldedaboutkids.



Banzicamebackdownstairsfollowedby

Nathan.Theywerehavingtheirfatherandson

momentlikealways.Shewatchedthem asthey

spoke.Nathanwasimitatingeverythingabout

Banzi.Itwascuteey

Lwazi:Nathan

Nathan:ohheymom.SorryIdidn’tseeyou

there

Lwazi:havebathed?

Nathan:dadsaidIcanjustwashmyfaceand

brushmyteethandI’llbathlateronintheday

that’swhatrealmando.



LwazilookedatBanziwhojustwalkedtothe

loungefollowedbyNathan.
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LwazilookedatBanziasshestoodonherfeet

Lwazi:whatdoyoumeanyouhavetogoand

castademonoutofKat?Isthisyourwayof

tellingmeyouarehelpingherbecauseyouwant

togetbackwithher?

Banzibrushedhishairthatwasslowlyturning

white

Banzi:noIdon’twanttogetbackwithher.The



demonattachedtohersoulisthekeytogetting

ridofthegreatestevilthateverwalkedearth

Lwazi:thenIwanttocomewithyou.Iwantto

seethisdemonwithmyowntwoeyes.

Hesighedandsatback.Heknewshewouldbe

stubbornaboutthis

Banzi:whatwillwedowiththebabies?

Lwazi:Idon’tknow

Banzi:ifyourfaithisnotstrongshemightget

intoyourhead

Lwazi:nothingyousaywillchangemymind.



School’sareclosedeitherwaysoI’m surethe

kidswanttoseetheircousinstoo

Banzi:IknowthatbutIwon’tfocuswithyouby

myside.Fightingademonisnoteasy.Ittook

me5monthstogetstrongertodothis

Lwazi:I’llstartpraying

Shesaidpackingherclothes.

Hesighedandwalkedoutoftheroom togosee

thetwinsat6monthsyou’dthinktheyare8

monthsbecauseofhowchubbytheyare.

Thekidssmiledimmediatelywhentheysaw

him.



Thenannywalkedout.Angelagotclosetoher

fatherandheldhishand

Angela:thesebabiesareoldnowtheymessup

everythingIdo.Ilikedthem whentheycouldn’t

sitontheirown

Banzi:theyaregrowingupsoontheywillbelike

you.

Angela:I’llstillbeolderthanthem.

Banzi:Iknow.

Angela:Ilikethegirlsthough,theboyshateit

whenIgivethedolls,theythrowthem awayand

justtakesomethingelse



Banzi:boysdon’tlikedollsbaby,wewillget

them carsandsee

Angela:theywilleatthem justlikethey’vebeen

doingwithmydolls

Thetwowerestandingasideasthequints

grabbedeverythingtheycanonthefloor

Banziturnedaroundtowalkoutandthey

immediatelyscreamed

Helookedatthem astheyliftedtheirhandsin

theair

Banzi:Ican’ttakeallofyouatthesametime



Hesaidtothem andtheydidn’treally

understandhim becausetheykeptscreaming

Hetookthegirlsfirstandlefttheboys

Lwazi:andthen?Wherearey’allgoing?

Banzi:downstairs

Hewentdownstairsandplacedthetwoonthe

floorthenwentbacktogettwomore

Thequintswerehavingandgoingupanddown

thestairsmadeeverythingworse



Banzi:Idon’tthinkI’llbeabletocomegetthe

lastone

Lwazi:carryall3ofthem

Banzi:yousaidIwassquashingthem whenI

didthat

Lwazi:butthisbackandforthistomuchfor

youoldman

Banzi:youcallingmeanoldman?You’llregret

that

Hepickedalltheboysandwalkedout

Atanunknownlocation



Rakstoodoutsidehishutandlookedatthe

gatheringcloudswithstrongwinds

Rak:hanaimekansu(Heiscoming)

Hesaidstilllookingup

Hewentbacktohishutandgotaspearbefore

turningbackintohistrueform andflyingaway

Anhourlaterattheinstitution

Man:I’m heretoseemywife

Guard:yourname?



Man:LubanziJacobs

Guard:patientname

Man:KatlegoJacobs

Guard:signhereplease

Hetookthebookandsigned

Hewasdirectedtothewaitingarea.Hesat

downononeofthecouches.Thenurseskept

stealingglancesathim andgossipingamongst

themselves



AfterafewminutesKatappeared.Thenurse

helpedhersitdownnotfarfrom Banzi

Heplacehishandonhercheeksandlooked

intohereyes

Banzi:Meuuntemi(openyoureyes)

Kat’sheartpoundedasshefeltZeenafighting

towakeup

Kat:theysaidyouaremyhusband?Youraurais

toothickanddark

Banzi:ohmydearIhavealwaysbeenyour

husband.From themomentyouenteredmyhut

andtookofyourclothesremainingnakedfor



metodivulge

Katswallowed

Kat:Seer

Banzi:callmeRakmydarling

Kat:buthowdidtheymistakeyouformy

husband?Everyoneknowswhoheisandyou

don’tlookanythinglikehim

Rak:areyousure?Icantakeupanyform Iwant.

Nowgivememywife

Kat:noIwillnotdothat



Rak:Zeenagitemei(Zeenawakeup)

Katscreamedholdingherhead.Shewasn’t

goingtolethertakeoverthateasily.Her

psychologisttrainedheroncontrola

personalitythattakesoverandrightnowshe

wastreatingherlikeoneinsteadofademon

Rak:givememywife

Kat:No!!!

Sheshouteddrawingattentiontothem

Theroom startedshakingasRak’sangerbegan

torise.Hestoodupanddrewafireballreadyto



strikeKat

Peopleintheroom screamedandmovedaway.

Thealarm wasalsomakingnoiseprobably

alertingthenursesandguardstocome

Rak:youdon’twanttotakemeonKatIcanend

yourlife

Kat:YOUKILLMEANDYOURWIFEDIESWITH

ME

Hethrewtheballatherandithitherabdominal

areamakingherfalloverwiththechair

Guardscamerushingin



Rak:Idonotwanttokillanyoneherebutifany

ofyoucomecloseryou’llbedead

Twonursestriedtoruntowardshim butwashit

byaninvisibleforcethatpushedthem towards

thewallandtheyhitthewallbeforefallingto

theground.Rak’strueform emerged

Mostpeoplefaintedthenursesmovedback

andsodidtheguards

RakpickedupKatfrom thefloorandplacedher

onhisshoulderbeforewalkingthroughoneof

thewallscausingittofallandthenflyingoff

Thepoliceandambulancearrivedalittletoo

late

Hetwonursesweretakenandthosewhowere



inshockweregivensomething

Thepolicewentaroundtakingstatementsfrom

thewitnesses.

Witness:allofasuddenhechangedandlooked

likeamonster,darkwithdarkliquiddripping

from hisbody

Officer:that’sthedarkliquidonthefloor,right?

Witness:yes

Theofficermovedtootherpeopleandthey

wereallgivinghim thesamestoryatfirsthe

wantedtolaughbutrightnowhedidn’tseea

needto.Evenifpeoplewerelyingtheywouldn’t



tellitthesamewayandtheevidencewasthere.

Thefootageshowedthem everything

Vannessadrovethroughthegate.Khulekani

wasatthedoorwithhisfiancé

Shebreathedinandoutbeforegettingoutof

thecar.

Shenoticedafewchangesaroundtheyard.It

wasbeautifulandsodidthecouple.She

wonderedwhyKhulekanineverlostweight

whentheyweretogetherbecausehisbody

looksgreatnow

Noma’sbumpwasbig.



Vee:goodmorning

Momssmiledandlookedather.

Noma:morning

Khulekani:Hi

Noma:Ipreparedbreakfastbythegarden,let’s

allgothere

Veefollowedthem.Shelookedathowtheykept

smilingateachother.Herexhusbandwas

definitelyhappyandasmuchasthiswasnot

niceforherbutshewashappyforhim

Noma:I’llgocallthekidstocomeseeyou.



Theyareforevergluedtothetv

Shedisappearedinsidethehouseandcane

backwiththekids.Theywerehappytoseetheir

mom.VeewashappythatNomawasn’t

replacingherandmakingherkidshateher.

Thekidslefttogowatchtheircartoons

Khulekani:I’m sorryfortalkingthatwayabout

ourdaughter.AmahleismydaughterandIstill

wanttobeinherlife.

Vee:IknowverymuchthatyouloveAmahle

andIwouldn’twanttotakethatawayfrom you.

Herfatherwouldliketogettoknowher,bond

withhertoo.



Khulekani:I’m notgoingtostandinthewayof

thatandIhopehewilltreatmysonthesame

waybecausetheseareyourkidshecan’treally

separatethem

Vee:hesaidifyou’recomfortablehedoesn’t

mind

Khulekani:doyoutrusthim aroundourkids?

Vee:yesIdotrusthim butI’llalwaysbethere

whenthekidsvisittomakethingseasyfor

them andforLethabo

Khulekaninodded

Vee:I’llbeputtingmymother’shouseupfor



sale.I’m lookingforasmallerplacethat’s

suitableformetolivealonemaybea4

bedroom singlestoryhouse

Khulekani:andyourmotherallowedyoutodo

that?

Shelaughed,sheknewheknowswhatadragon

ladyhermom is

Vee:Ifoundoutthatit’smineeysoIcando

whateverIwantwithit.Idecidednottokeepit

becauseitharborstoomanybadmemories.

Khulekani:understandable.Doesyoursister

knowaboutyouandLethabo



Veeshiftedabituncomfortableinhersit.She

tookasipofhertea

Vee:no.HowwouldIevenstartaconversation

withmysister?ThroughoutmyteenageyearsI

livedinhershadow,Iwassecondbestto

Lethaboandwhenhefinallylovedme.You

happened,IbrokehisheartandnowI’m trying

tomenditandputbackthepiecestogether.I’m

notgonnabringmysisterintoitsothatshecan

fightus

Khulekanisighedshakinghishead,hehad

reallythoughtthatthehatewasgone

Vee:anywaysI’llcomegetAmahlethis

weekend

Shesaidstandingupandgettingherbag.



Nomawasjustquietshedidn’twanttosay

anythingunlessshewasreferredto

Vee:thankyouNomaforyourhospitality.I’ll

seeyouovertheweekendI’llsaygoodbyeto

thekidsonmywayout

Noma:I’llwalkyouout

Sheheldontothearmrestandliftedherselfup.

Mobilitywasbecomingoneoftheproblemsshe

wasstrugglingwithinherpregnancy.
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Lwazi:I’m turningthetvonnow



Shesaidgettingtheremoteandturnedonthe

tv.Sheheldherphoneandsatdown

“Thepoliceapleadingwiththepublictocome

forwardwithanyinformationthattheymay

haveofthismaninthepicture”

ShelookedatthepictureanditwasLubanzi

“Heiswantedinconnectionwithanincident

thatclaimedthelivesoftwonurseinoneofthe

mostknownmentalinstitutions.Itisbelieved

thatthesuspecthadgonetovisithiswifewho

wasapatientthereandatpresentthesuspect

andhiswifearemissing”

Lwazi:mfaziletmecallyoubackbecause



somethingdoesn’tmakesenseaboutallofthis

ShedroppedthecallbeforeIsiphocouldsay

anythingelse

Lwazi:Lubanzi!!Babecomelookatthis

Banzicamefrom thekitchencarryingaplateof

food

HelookedathispictureontheTv,Lwazi

remindedtheheadlinesandplayeditforhim

Helistenedwithhiseyeswideningwithevery

passingseconduntiltheheadlinewasfinished

Lwazi:thisiscreepy



Lubanzisatthespeechless,tryingto

understandhowhecouldbewantedinjoburg

forbeinginamentalinstitutionwhilehewas

spendingthewholedaywithLwaziandkids

Lwazi:howisthisevenpossible?

Banzi:Idon’tknowbutIwilldefinitelyfindout.

I’m callingthatpolicenumberrightnowtofind

outwhat’sgoing.

Justthenhisphonerangitwashisbrother

Zack:WhatthehellisgoingonLubanzi?

Hesighed,howdoyouexplainbeingawanted



maninconnectionwithanincidentthatkilled

peoplewhenyoudon’tevenknowanything

aboutit

Banzi:doyoureallybelievethatIwasinJpburg

andIleftpeopledead?

Zack:Idon’tknow,myvisionsarenotbeing

clearIonlyseeaverystrongwindlikeastorm

andthat’sall

Banzi:Idon’tknowwhat’sgoingon,I’llcalland

findout

Zack:pleasegetbacktomebecauseit’sbad

enoughthatwelostyourdivisionandyouwon’t

fightaboutgettingeverythingback



Banzi:I’llspyitoutrelax

Theyspokemorejustcatchinguponeach

otherbeforetheyendedthecall

Hedialedthenumberthatwasonthescream

“SAPSmorokahowmayIassistyou”

Banzi:gooddayma’am mynameisLubanzi

Jacobs,pleaseputmethroughtothedetective

handlingthementalinstitutioncase

“Pleasehold”

Itwasquietfordometimeuntilahoarsevoice

camein



“DetectiveSengwayospeakingwhoisthis?”

Banzi:mynameisLubanziJacobsI’m calling

about

Detective:soyoucauseallthathavocandkill

peoplethenyoucallmeinsteadofturning

yourselfin

Banzi:Idon’tunderstandI’vebeeninCape

Townformonthsnow

Detective:pleasestopplayinggamesandjust

turnyourselfin

Banzi:lookdetectiveI’llbetherefirstthing



tomorrowwithproofthatIwasinCapeTown

yesterdayjustlikeI’m inCapeTowntoday

Detective:Idon’tcarewhatproofyouare

bringingmebutyouarenotgettingawaywith

this

Banzihungupthephone.Lwaziwasjust

standingabitfarfrom him

Shedidn’tevenknowwhatwasgoingtohappen

atthatmoment

Banzi:Ineedtomakecalls.I’llberightback

Heheldhershoulders



Lwazi:what’sgoingtohappen?

Banzi:I’llsortthisoutIpromise

Hesaidkissingheforeheadandthenleavinga

peckonherLips

Atanunknownlocation

Aliquidwasboilingovertheflames.Katshifted

abit

Rak:ifyoumoveyou’llhurtyourself

Shehadthoughtshe’dwakeupandrealizethat

thiswasallabaddream buthisvoice

confirmeditwasreality



Rak:IthoughtIhadkilledyou

Shetriedtotouchherabdomenbuthestopped

her

Rak:don’ttouchyourself

Kat:wherearewe?

Rak:inmyhut

Kat:pleasetakemeback

Rak:aslongasyougivemetimewithmywifeI

promisetoleaveyoualone



Kat:yourwifehurtsmeorsomeoneeverytime

sheisout.Iwillnotletherhurtanyoneelse

usingmybody

Rakrubbedhisheadinfrustration.Thingswere

alwayseasywithKatbutnowtheywereproving

tobedifficult

Kat:Ijustwanttoknowwhyyouchosemeout

ofallyourclients?Candyalsocanetoseeyou

butyoudecidedtouseme

Rak:youweresoeagertogainmorepowerit

didn’tmatterwhatyouhadtodo.Yourquestfor

power,yourgreedandyourangeriswhatdrew

metoyou



Kat:Idon’twantthisanymoreplease.I’m blind

andconsideredcrazyanddangeroustopeople

that’spunishmentenoughonitsown.

Rak:Ijustneedtodosomethingandyou’llbe

free.I’m hopingIcangoandgetyousome

herbs.ThebattleI’vebeenwaitingforisnearing

andIneedyoutobehealthyenoughtogiveme

mywifesothatshecanfightbesidesme

Kat:andyou’llletmegoafterthat?

Rak:yes.

Kat:I’m tooweakforhertotakeover.Goand

gettheherbs



Rak:I’llleavemidnighttonightandwillbeback

afteradayortwoiftherearenodelays

Kat:isalsolikemysightbackifyourherbscan

help

Raknoddedandwalkedawaytogolookatthe

undecidedweather.Itwaschillybutthesun

wasout.Itwasreallyconfusingtosomeone

whodidn’tknowthatthiswasasignofthe

battlethatwasabouttocome

Hepackedhisthingspreparingforthejourney

hewasembarkingtonight.Apartofhim didn’t

wanttoleavehiswifeinthismannerbuthehad

nochoice.Hehasmessedupthewholeplanby

makingthingspublicthewayhedidandsoon

hewasgoingtoseetheextentofthedamage

hemade



AtVee’sNewhouse

Shesatonthefloortiredbutsatisfiedwithhow

everythinglooked

Shestooduptogoandtakeaquickbath

becauseLethabowouldbeheresoonfortheir

littlehousewarmingparty.

Thechillyweatherwasgoingtomake

everythingcosy.Afterbathingsheworeher

lingerieandawinterrobeover.Shewould’ve

wonalacerobebutit’stoocoldforthat

Therewasabuzzatthegate.Likeasmalllittle

shejumpedalittlewithasmileonherface

hearingvoiceasheaskedtobeletin



Soonhewasatthedoor.Heknockedtwiceand

sheopened

Lethabo:hey,Icanewithyourfavoritewine,a

boxofpizzaandalotofjunkIhopeyouarenot

onadiet

Shesmiledlookingathim andshookherhead

Hegaveheraperkbeforewalkinginside.

Lethabo:thishouselookbeautifulwithallthe

furniture.I’m sorryIcouldn’tgethereearlierto

helpyoupack

Vee:Iunderstandey.Asalawyeryouare



alwaysbusy

Lethabo:let’snottalkaboutwork

Vee:yeah,’isthePizzastillwarm?

Lethabo:yeah

Vee:let’sgototheloungethen.You’llpicka

moviewhileIbringeverythingelse

Henoddedandheadedtothelounge.Veewent

togetbigcushionsandafleece

Lethabo:IpickedachickflickIknowhowmuch

womenlovethose



Shesmiledandplacedeverythingdown

Lethabolookedather.Herbeautyhasn’tfaded

evenafterallthistime.Afterhiswifediedhe

didn’tthinkhe’deverlookatanotherwoman

thiswayjustlikeheneverthoughthe’dlove

anotherwomanlikehehadlovedLwazibut

Vannessacameandhefellheadoverhillsfor

her.Hedidn’tknowwhyhenevernoticedherall

thistime.Andthenshelefthim andhefellfor

someoneelsebutshealsolefthim andnowhe

isbackwithVannessaandhisheartisbeating

sohard

ShewasbroughtbacktoEarthbyherwarm lips

againsthis.

Hishandsvoluntarilymovedtoherwaist.Soon

hishandsweretouchingherbareskin



Hepulledoutfrom thekisstoadmireherred

lace.It’sonlyfairthatheacknowledgeshow

beautifulshelooksevethoughhewouldrather

havehernakedrightnow

Helaidherdownonthefloorandplaceda

cushiontosupporther

Lethabo:youlooksexyandreadytobeeaten

Hesaidbeforeheeventuallytookoffherlacy

thongandwasmetbyherfreshlyshavedthick

pussy

Hebeganleavingwetkissesfrom herlegtillhe

reachedherinnerthigh.Shehadalwayshada

verynicescentthatkeptinvitingyouin



Veeachedherbackashiswarm breathhither

bareskinjustatthetopofherpussyandsoon

histonguewasmovingaroundherclit

Sheheldontothefleeceashistonguefucked

herwhileexchangingwithhisfingers

Shecouldn’tconcentrateononesensationand

thatmadeherfeellikecrying

Histonguewasonherclit,hisfingerwasdeep

insideherandhisotherhandwasonhernipple

Vee:ahhhfu.,......mmmmmhhhhhLetha......

Shefeltherselfnearingandhestoppedand

tookoffhisclothes.Seeinghisbarechestand

packgotherevenmoreexcited



Lethabo:ifyoudaremakeyourselfcomeI’ll

punishyouthewholenight

Hesaidtoher.Shelookedathim abitconfused

untilsherealizedshehasbeenplayingwithher

clitunaware

Hebrushedhimselfoverherentrancebefore

finallypushinghimselfin.Veegaspedabitas

shefelthim.HewasbiggerthanDubesoher

wallshadtoadjustAndithadbeenawhile

sinceshehadsexprobablyoverayearor2

yearsshedidn’tremember

Hefinallywentinandhebeganthrusting.

Cursingunderhisbreathasherwarmthcovered

hiswholedick.Itwasgoingtobeabattle



betweenhim andhismind.Hecouldn’taffordto

comeearlybutherwarmthwasn’tlettinghim

holditlongerbuthemadesuretoslowdown

everytimehegotcloseuntilshefinallycame

andwhenshecaneforthesecondtime.Helet

gotoandshoothisseedsdeepinsideher
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AtVanessa’shouse

Sheopenedhereyesandwasmetbyanempty

spacenexttoher.Apartofherthoughtthat

maybelastnight’seventwereallinherheadbut

from themomentshewasfullyawakethepain

betweenherthighsprovedthatitwasnota

dream.Shelookedaroundtheroom andher

clotheswerepackednicelyonthecouch.She

lookedaroundhopingtoatleastfindanote

from him buttherewasnothing



Shedraggedherselfoutofherbedandheaded

tothebathroom forherhygieneprocess.

ShejumpedshockedtofindLethabosittingon

thebed

Hesmiledather

Lethabo:sorryifIscaredyou

Vee:it’sokay.

Lethabo:Iwasmakingbreakfastdownstairsso

Idon’tknowwhetheryouwantitinbedorwe

willgodowbstairs



Vee:justadmitit.Yourcleanlinessdoesn’t

allowyoutobringfoodintothebedroom

Helaughedandshookhishead

Lethabo:I’m promisingtotrynewthingssoI’m

goingtogogetthefoodandbringithere

Vee:nopeI’m notgonnatortureyoulikethat

becauseInowyouwon’tbecomfortable

Sheworeadressandpulledhim towardsthe

kitchenwherehehadlaidoutabuffetof

breakfast

Lethabo:sitdownmyladyandjustplaceyour

orderandI’llserveyou



Vee:Icouldgetusedtothis

Lethabo:ifIdoitveryoftenitwon’tberomantic

asdoingitonceinawhile

Vee:truethat.ThisweekendI’m gettingtheyou

couldAmahlethen

Lethabo:finallyIgettomeetherfacetoface.It

wasgreatgettingherpictureseveryyear.But

theonlytimeIeverheldherinmyarmswasthe

dayshewasbornandwhensheneededthe

welcomingceremony

Vee:Ihatedallthesecrecy.Theceremonywas

thegreatestpartofmylifebutIhadtohideit

andfightingDubeonnotdoingaceremonyfor



AmahlewasamissionIguessthat’swherehe

pickedupthatsomethingwaswrong.

Lethabo:Ihopeshedoesn’tgrowuptohateus

Vee:we’lljustbehopefuluntilthen

Hesmiledkissingherhandbeforeindulgingin

hisownbreakfast

Atthepolicestation

Banzigotinatthereceptionandtheofficers

thatwerethereimmediatelydrewtheirgunsout.

Heplacedhisschoolbagonthefloorand

raisedhishandsup.

Theleadingdetectivecameouttocheckwhat



wasgoingon.Banziwastakentooneofthe

interrogationrooms

ThedetectivegotbackinasBanzisatdown

justlookingaroundtheroom

Detective:MrJacobs

Banzi:Detective

Detective:areyoureadytomakeanofficial

statement

Banzi:beforeIdo,inmybagthereisalaptop

andreceipts.Thelaptophasfootagefrom the

shopsIwenttothedayoftheincident.InCape

Town.EachreceiptisforashopinCapeTown



andthefootageisthere.Therealsopicturewith

timeanddatestampsindicatingwhereIwas,

withwhoandwhattime

Detective:youcaneprepareddidn’tyou?

Banzi:it’snoteverydaythatyouwaketosee

yourselfonthenewsbeinglabeledasawanted

man

Thedetectivenoddedandopenedthedoorabit

andspoketosomeonebeforesittingdown

again

Detective:whereisyourwife?

Banzi:Ihaven’tseenmywifeinmonths.Mainly



becauseIwassickandinacoma

Detective:OwhIdidn’tknow.Youhaveproofof

that?

Banzi:yesthereisamedicalfileonmybag.You

cancallthedoctorsandnurseswhowere

treatingmeandthepharmaciesthatsupplied

mymedicationbecauseIwasinmybasement

thatisturnedintoaminihospital.That’swhere

NolwaziQunta.MsLucyJohnsonasyouknow

herislivingrightnow.Afterteattemptonher

lifeandmychildren.Mybrothermovedusto

CapeTown.ShewasdrivenbyMasixoleto

CapeTownthoughwhileIflewthereinmy

brother’sjet.

Thedetectivelookedathim andwrotedown

everything



Apoliceofficeropenedandhandedthe

detectiveBanzi’sbag

Thedeceiveopeneditandplaceditscontents

onthetable

Hewasquietashewatchedthefootageof

BanziindifferentshopsinCapeTownatthe

sametimetheincidentoccurred

Detective:thiscould’vebeenphotoshopped.

Banzichuckled

Banzi:callthebanktogiveyouyourowncopy

then,infactcallalltheseplacesandgetyour



owncopies

Detective:Iwilldothat

Banzi:ohandattheBankIwashelpedbyalady

namedNomonde,atsternsIwasassistedby

Paul.Verifymystorybeforeyouchangewith

somethingIdon’tknow

Thedetectivesteppedoutshakinghishead.

Partofhim wasangrythatBanzikindofdidhis

jobforhim andisdirectinghim onwhattodoin

away.Ontheotherhandhehastofillinbig

shoes,eversinceDetectiveDubelefteveryone

haspracticallylostconfidenceinthestation

eversolvingcases

AtZack’shouse



Lwaziexcusedherselffrom everyoneelseand

headedupstairs.Althoughshehasn’tbeena

prayerfulinthepastyearsbutshejustfeltlike

closingherselfinaroom andprayforBanzi’s

lifeandwhateverstorm that’sabouttocome

Shelockedthedoorandkneltdown

immediately

“GodIknowI’m asinner,Ihavetakenlifeso

you’vegotnobusinesswithme.ButtodayI’m

comingbeforeyouasamotheranda

concernedpartner.Wefindourselvesina

situationthatseemsimpossibletogetoutof

butbecausewetrustinyouwehopethatwe

willmakeitthrough.FatherGodIbringforththe

fatherofmykids.Hislifeisinamess,please

savehim ifnotformeatleastdoitfor7kids



wehave.“

Shestoppedprayingandsatdownallowingthe

tearstofall.Nothingaboutallofthismade

sense.Slowlyshestartedfeelingsleepyso

muchthatshejustsleptonthefloor,morelike

passedoutonthefloor

Atthepolicestation

ThedetectivelookedatBanziandthenbackat

thescreen

Banzi:thatpersoniswaytallerthanIam.More

bodymassthanme.Secondlyyousaidthe

fingerprintfoundatthescenedon’tmatchmine.

Igaveyouproofformyalibisandinthefootage

justbeforethisman’sfaceturnsintowhatever



heis,anotherfaceisrevealed.Didyourunthat

inyourdatabaseandfindoutwhothisguyis?

Detective:itjustdoesn’tmakesensewhy

someonewouldlooklikeyouandoneminute

looklikesomeoneelse

Banzi:ifyouweren’thungryenoughtogetmake

anameforyourselfsothatyoumaybe

consideredforthestationcommanderposition

youwould’veseenthis

Thedetectivelookedathim shockedbecause

hehasnevertoldanyonehewantsthejoband

nooneknowsaboutthestationcommander

position

Banzi:Icansueyouandthisstationfor



accusingmewithoutgatheringenough

evidencefirstbutI’m notgoingtodothat

becauseIhaveotherthingstodealwith

includingademonthatcanturnintoanyone,

howdoIknowyouarenothim rightnowand

mightjustturnintowhateverthatis?

Thedetectivekeptquiet

Banzi:IfigureoutallofwhatIsaidthroughyour

actionsandsecondlyIhaveapropheticgift

who’sabilitiesjustgotbackrightnowafter

suchalongtime.Iguesssomeoneislooking

outforme.Ihopetoseearetractionsoon

detectiveorelseyoucankissyourstation

commanderchancesgoodbye,Icanhelpyou

savethecasebutitwon’tmakesensetothe

publicbecauseit’smorespiritualthanfactual



Hesaidstandingupandheadingforthedoor

Detective:youhaveapropheticgift?

Banzi:sofrom everythingelseyoupickedup

thatonly?Iseeyouareworriedaboutyour

othershenanigansincludingthefactthatyou

aretheonewhokilledyourabusivefathernot

yourmotherbutsheconfessedbecauseshe

wantedyoutoliveyourlife.I’m onlyspeaking

becauseIknowthatcameraisdownandno

onecanhearussodon’tworrythat’ssecretis

safewithme.

Hewalkedout

Thedetectivesattheretryingtotakein

everythingthatjusthappenedinamatterof



seconds.

AssoonasBanzisteppedouthewasmetbya

groupofjournalistsalreadyflashingcameras

hisway.Hedidn’tseethisonecoming.Apolice

officerbribedbythepresstoletthem know

whenheisatthestation

“MrJacobs,doyouhaveanycommentagainst

theaccusationsofyourinvolvementinthe

Marylanehospitalincident?”

Banzi:ThetruthisIwasinCapeTownatthat

timeoftheincidentandI’vebeeninCapeTown

forawhilenow.Igavemystatementtothe

detectivesinchargeofthecaseincludingproof

ofmywhereaboutsonthedayinquestion.I’m

hopingwhoeverisresponsibleforthisis

broughtforward



“Isittruethattheprintsfoundatthescenedo

notmatchyours?”

Banzi:I’m notallowedtocommentonan

ongoingcasethedetectivewillmakeanupdate

andissueastatementtothepublic

“Sourcestellusthat,MsLucyJohnsonwhois

nowNolwaziQuntadeliveredasetofquintsis

thattrue?”

Banzi:tellyoursourcetogiveyoutheproofyou

needbecausethat’snottrueandI’dlikethat

partofmylifetoremainprivateforreasonslike

these.Let’ssayshehaddeliveredquintslike

yousay,doyouthinktheyareoldenoughtobe

onthenewspapers?Iknowyouaredoingyour



jobbuthumanitygoesalongway

Thejournalistmovedbackabit

“Overthepastweekswe’veheardrumorsthat

yourdivisionattheJacobMMAcompanyis

closingdownbecauseitlostclients,isthat

true?”

Banzi:yesit’strue.Iwassickandinacomafor

afewmonthsandduringthattimeTheLukhele

brothersandtheirpartnerwhoinowknowwas

mywife’sfiancéinthestates,tookmyclients

andsomehowgotaccesstothecompany’s

accountsthroughmywife.Ialreadyhavethe

prooftobackmystatementbutallI’m sayingto

them isthatgoodluckwithyourventureandI

hopeallgoeswellandtheytreatmyclients

right.AndtomyemployeesIdon’tblameanyof



them forjumpingship,theyhavefamiliesthat

dependonthem andbillstopaysoIunderstand.

Nowifyou’llexcusemeIhavesomewheretobe

rightnow

Hewalkedawayasthepressstilltriedtoask

him morequestionsbutheknewitwillnever

endjournalistlivetoaskpeopleendless

questions
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Man:comethissidechildIthinkyou’velooked

aroundenough

Lwazi:howisallofthisevenpossible?Howcan

breathunderwaterandwhyam Imermaid?



Man:becauseitwhoyouare

Lwazi:it’snotpossible

Man:itis.Decadesagotherewaswarbetween

twoworldsofmermaidsandmerman.Forso

longAquasweretherulerstherewerefights

aboutthenextheirwhenthequeengavebirth

totwinboys.Ithadneverhappenedandwhenit

didonethetwinshadtobekilledbuttheking

couldnotbringhimselftokilloneofhisown

andhurthiswifesoheinstructedoneofhis

servantstoswim tothesurfaceofthewater

andleavethebabythere.Whenthepeoplefind

outabouthisbetrayaltheyremovedhim from

hisseatandexiledhim.Theremainingtwinwas

killedwithhismother.Anewkingwaschosen

bythepeoplebutthingswereneverthesame.

Theboythatwasonsurfacesurvivedandwas



pickedupbyacouplewhowereonavacation.

Andnohedidnothavehistail.Hislegswere

visiblebecauseonceyougettothesurfaceof

thewateryouturnhuman.

Lwazinoddedlisteningattentively

Man:thecouplefellinlovewiththebabyand

didn’twanttogivehim upsotheyraisedhim as

theirown.Createdtherightdocumentsforhim.

Hebecametheirson.Theirlivesgotbetterwith

him,theybecamesuccessfulintheir

businessesandhadalotofmoney.Theyhad

morekidsanditwasahappyfamilyuntils

familymemberwhoenviedthem consulteda

witchdoctortotrytobewitchthem butthe

doctortoldherwhytheysuddenlygotsomuch

fortuneitwasthebaby.



Thewomanstolethebabysothatshemayget

therichestoobutshegotnothing.Her

intentionswerenotpure.Shetreatedthebaby

badlyandhegrewupandmadesomethingof

himself.Metawomanandfellinlovegot

marriedandbecamesuccessful.Theyhada

sonLubabaloQunta.Whoalsogrewandmet

hisownlove.Sadlythefurthertheygotinlife

thedistanttheygotwithwhotheywere.Already

theirbloodlinewasmixedwithhumans

somethingthatwasn’tallowed.Lubabaloand

hiswifestruggledalotandwhenshefell

pregnantthingshadgottenworse.Itwasn’t

theirfaulttheaquaworldwasfallingapartand

theonlyremainingtrueleaderwasLubabaloso

theGodswerefightinghim inaway.Hiswife

gavebirthtoagirlbutthingswerenotthesame

shewantedsomuchandhehadnothingmore

toofferuntileventuallyhehadnochoicebutto

returntohistrueworldandtakehisrightful

placehereattheaqualeavingthepoorwoman



withnoexplanationnothingallshethoughis

thatsheranawaywithanotherwomanitwas

theonlylogicalexplanationshehadandhe’s

beenawayfrom hisdaughterforyearsthelast

timehelaidhiseyesonhershewas2yearsold

Nolwazilookedatthemanastearsmadetheir

wayoutofherface.Thewaterstoppedbeing

brightandbeautifultolookingdull

Lubabalo:calm downmyangel

Lwazi:Tata

Shesaidastearsfellfrom hereyesjoiningthe

waterwaves



Lubabalo:I’m sorry.Iwasn’tallowedtotellyour

motheraboutmytrueself

Lwazi:shetoldyoudiedandleftherwith

nothing

Lubabalo:becauseIburntmycarandshewas

toldIburnedbeyondrecognitionandno

remainswerefound

Lwazitookonherfatherswarmth.Thisis

somethingshehadalwayswishedforandnow

thatshegotitshewishedtostaylikethis

forever

Lubabalo:youneedtostartwithyourtraining



Lwazi:training?

Sheaskedhim asshepulledawayfrom him.He

smiledholdinghercheek.Ifitwerealsoupto

him hewouldstaylikethiswithherandcatch

uponalltheotherthingshehadmissedouton

besidestheotherbadheknows.Infacthe

kneweverythingthathashappenedandis

happeningtohernowbuthestillwouldloveto

hearaboutotherthingsfrom her,her

experiencesandjoyssomehowastorysounds

betterwhensomeoneelsetellsit

Lubabalo:thefatherofyourkidsisfacedwith

anancientdemon,verypowerfulandheneeds

youbyhissideashefightshim

Lwazi:(laughing)Banzianddemons?Youmust

bemistakinghim forhisotherbrother.Now



that’stheonewhocancastawaydemonsnot

Lubanzi

Lubabalo:ohchildthereissolittleyouknow

aboutthekindofpersonheisbutallshallbe

revealedastimegoes.

Lwazi:areyousayingheischosenlikehis

brother?

Lubabalo:yesIam sayingthat.Whengot

createdus.Thepeoplewhocouldlive

underwaterhealsocreatedthosethatcanlive

abovethewaterwithpowersthatconnectwith

thewatersandheaven.Wepurifythewaterand

theyfightoffevilonearththat’sthebalanceof

thislife



Lwazi:canhealsobreatheunderwater

Lubabalo:yesbuthedoesn’tturnintoa

merman

Shenodded

Lwazi:Idon’tunderstandhowhecouldkeep

thisfrom me

Lubabalo:it’snoteasytojustrevealyourtrue

selftosomeone.Thefearofthem leavingyou

afterfindingoutbecausenotalotofpeoplecan

beabletodealwiththelifeoffightingof

demons

Lwazi:Iwouldn’thavelefthim



Lubabalo:becauseyouarehischosenone.God

createdachosenmateforeachpersonsothat

togethertheirpowerandstrengthcanmultiply.

Butbecausethisislifetheygrowseparately

andmeetattherighttime

Lwazi:Ihaven’tbelievedinGodforawhilenow.

IthinkI’veonlyregainedmyfaithinhim this

yearafter10+years

Henodded

Lubabalo:I’m goingtoaskoneofyoursisters

toshowyouaroundourvillageandtrainingwill

begintomorrow

Lwazi:Ihavesisters?



Lubabalo:(smiling)yes,3ofthem and2

brothers

Shenoddedsmiling

Lwazi:Ihave7kids

Theoldmanlookedatherandsmiled.Her

heartwasatpeaceshehadalwayswantedto

haveaconversationwithherfatherandright

nowshe’ddieahappywomanifshewoulddie

now.Shethoughtbackandshookherheadhow

canshethinkofdeathwhenshehaskids

Lubabalo:Iknowey.Thatboyneedstomarry

you



Lwazi:it’scomplicated.Hiswifewasina

mentalinstitutionbutnowsheismissingsoI

don’tknowifhe’llevergetadivorceandmarry

me

Lubabalolookedatherandnoddedasthey

swam towardsthemostbeautifulhouses

Lubabalo:yoursisterwillhelpyouwithusing

yourtailtoitsfullpotential.Helpyouswim

fasterlikeeveryonearound

Shelookedatthecrowdsastheymovedaside

bowingtoherfather.Beforeswimmingawayat

fastspeeds

Sheadmiredeverything,thepeoplelooked



friendlyandtheyareverybeautiful

Herfathergotinsideonofthehousesandshe

followedin.Itwasreallybigsoitwasdefinitely

acastle.Herwaistwastiredfrom tryingto

moveherheavytailifherfatherwasn’tholding

hershewould’vegivenupalreadyafterawhile

theirtailsturnedintolegsandthedescended

untiltheyreachedthefloor

Lwazi:finallyIwasgettingtiredalready

Lubabalo:(chuckling)you’llgetusedtoitmy

dear.

“Fatheryoucalledforus”



Aladysaidfollowedby4othersbehindher.

Theirtailschangedintolegsandtheywalked

towardsLubabalo

Lubabalo:yesIdidmyprincess.Iwouldlikeyou

guystomeetsomeone.Thisismyother

daughterNolwazi.

Theotherssmiledwhilethegirlwhospoke

didn’t.ShelookedatNolwaziandthenbackat

herfather

Lubabalo:ain’tyougoingtowelcomeyour

sister

Girl:justbecausesheisyourdaughteritdoesn’t

meanIneedtobehappyaboutthat.Ihave2

sisterandtheyareenoughontheirownIdon’t



needanotheroneadded

Lubabalo:Iwillnottoleratethatattitudefrom

you.Nowyou’llwelcomeherandshowher

aroundtomorrowyouandQualiwillgotrainher

ShewantedtosaysomethingbutLubabalo

raisedherhandatherindicatingthathewants

nocommentonthat

Girl:HiI’m BelindasomecallmeAqua

Lwazinodded

Guy:I’m ZibelebutyoucancallmeQuali

Everyoneelseintroducethemselves.



TheeldestsisterisBabalwaBelindasheis

followedbyBuhle,Zibele,andZenkosiandthe

lastsisterisZanelesheisthelastborn

Aqua:weshallmeetheretomorrowat06:00am

Lwazinodded.Zanelepulledheraway

Zanele:ifIletQualitakeyouonatouryouwon’t

seeeverything,he’llshowyouwhatboyslike

let’sgo

Lwazi:howdoIturnbackthelegsintoatail

Zanele:assoonasyoutryswimmingtheywill

turnbackbutiftheydon’tyou’llneedtospin

upwardsandtheywillturn,sometimesyoucan



justconnectwithyourinnerself.Thisareallthe

methods

Lwazi:whyisyoursisterthatuptight?No

offense

Zanele:(laughing)don’tworry.Sheislikethat.

Ourfatherhadalwaystoldusaboutyou.He

missedyousomuchwegrewupknowingthat

youexistanddadwouldkilltospendadaywith

you.Mymom andAquaneverlikedthat,they

sawyouasacompetitioninsteadoffamily,no

matterhowmanykidsmymothergavebirthto

myfatherneverforgotaboutyouandalways

toldusastoryaboutwhyheneverallowedyour

mothernearthesea.Hetoldittoeveryoneof

uswhenwebeganshowingourabilities.He

onlydidtoletusnowthatwearenottheonly

familythereisonemoreofus.Butmymom



andsisterwereneverhappy.

Lwazinoddedsomehownervousaboutbeing

trainedbysomeonewhohatesher

Lwazi:can’tyoutrainme?

Zaneleturnedaroundandlookedather.

Zanele:unfortunatelyno,mysisteristhebest

beingtrainedbyherisanhonor.Sheisthebest

warrior

Lwazi:warrior?Youguyshavewarriors?

Zanele:yeswedo.Justbecausethisplaceis

thisbeautifulitdoesn’tmeanitdoesn’thave



warsorenemies.Thepeoplewhoruledbefore

myfathertookoverleftwithsomeofthe

villagersandsettledintheirownvillagenotfar

from herefrom timetotimewedohave

problemswiththem thatinvolvetradeandother

things.It’snotjustthem onlythereareothers

whobringwartous

Lwazi:girlsareallowedtobewarriors?

Zanele:yesbecausemyfatherwantedtodo

awaywithgenderinequalitiessoyesmysister

isawarrior

Lwazi:that’sgreatey

Zanele:youcouldsaythatbuttobehonestI

don’tlikethepersonmysisteris.Ifsheist



competingwithyouwhenshebarelyknowsyou

sheiscompetingwithourbrothers.Zibelea

healer,zenkosicanseethepastandthefuture.

Icanspeaktotheanimalsliketheseahorses

andothers

Lwazi:whatabouther?

Zanele:that’sthething.Nooneknowswhatshe

candoandIthinkthat’swhysheisfrustrated

andangryallthetime

Lwazi:whataremypowers?

Zanele:accordingtoZibeleyouholdallthe

powerswehave.Youwillspeaktothewater,

youcancontrolitandyoucanmanipulate

gravity.Yourhusbandisalsopowerful.Heis



showingpowerofbeinganexorcist,aprophet

andhecanalsocontrolthewaters.Notfully

thoughbutwithyoubyhissidehecando

anything

Lwazi:Iwonderwhyhenevertoldmeabouthis

powers

Zanele:becausehisonlypowerthisfarhas

beenbeingabletoseethingsandalsoconnect

withhisbrother.Anypainhefeelshisbrother

feelsittoovisaversa

Lwazi:thatgreat

Zanele:overthereisourschool,that’sthe

sciencecampus.



Lwazi:Iguesswearebacktothetour

Zanele:(laughing)yesbecauseI’m goingtoend

uptellingyouthingsthatI’m notsupposedto.

Lwazi:soasciencecampus?

Zanele:yes,scienceandtechnologybutthe

mainfocushasbeenonmechatronics.Thelast

projecttheydevelopedwasanartificial

mermaidtailforpeoplewhohavebeeninjured

duringwarorinanyaccident

Lwazi:wowthat’sgreat

Zanele:itisey.Italsohelpsdisabledchildren.

Justbecausewearethepeopleofthewaterit



doesn’tmeanwedon’thavesuchhealth

challenges.OverthereisourPlantproduction.

Theplantshavebeenpoisonedbyourenemies

sotheytrytodevelopantidotesandfindways

thatcanhelpourplantsbeimmunetoany

viruses

Lwazi:wowthat’sactuallygreat.

Zanele:yeahey.Thereisourartsdepartment.It

focusesonpaining,music,danceandscalping.

Thelastbuildingwithalotoflightsisaclub

peoplegotheretochillanddrink

Lwazi:yourworldisnotthatmuchdifferent

from ourowney

Zanele:ourworldscoexist.Wehaveagentsthat



liveabovewaterthathandleourbusinesses.I

wouldtellyouthatbutIdon’twanttoscareyou

Lwazi:whenyousayitlikethatyouarescaring

mealready

Zanele:sorry,comeletmeintroduceyoutomy

friends

Shesaidpointingatagroupofgirlsandsome

guys
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Lwazilazilyopenedhereyesandwasmetmy

wateronherfacesheclosedhereyesand

openedthem againshelookedupandshe



couldn’tseeanything

Herheartbeatincreasedassherealizedshe

wasunderwater.Thewatersstartedshakingas

thefearofdrowningtookover

Sheheldherbreathandtriedgoingupbutit’s

likethewaterwerepullingherbackandfighting

againsther

Themorescaredshegotwithherheartbeat

increasingthemorethewaterstartedtomove

vigorously

Shewaslosingbreathfrom holdingitinsoshe

letgoandhopedshedoesn’tdiepainfully

Lwazi:mykids



Shesaidassheletgoofherbreathbut

surprisinglyshewasabletobreath,hereyes

werewideopen

Sheclosedhereyesandopenedthem again

andwasmetbyamanstandingnotfarfrom

herjustsmilingather.Somethingabouthim

seemedfamiliarbutshecouldn’ttellwhat

Shelookedathistail,hereyeswidenedasshe

realizedthathewasamerman

Helaughedandpointedatherlowerbody

Shelookedandherlegswerenottheshewasa

mermaid



Shejumpedandscreamedandthewaters

vibratedtoo

Themanwalkedclosetoherasshescreamed

touchinghertail

Lwazi:whatishappeningtome?Areyoua

witch?

Man:relaxandbreath

Lwazi:breathunderwaterI’m eventalkingunder

water.Doesthatsoundhumanlypossibleto

you?Youturnedmeintoamermaid,areyou

workingwithhim?



Themanlookedather.Itwasunderstandable

thatshe’dfreakoutlikethis

Man:him,who?

Lwazi:themanwhopretendedtobeBanziand

madehim awantedman?

Themanshookhishead

Man:Idon’tknowanythingaboutthat.Come

withme

Lwazi:I’m notgoinganywherewithyouunless

youaretakingmebacktomykidsandplease

makethefanwatersstopmovingtomy

heartbeatorattherisingofmyvoice



Man:me?Yousaidityourselfthewateris

respondingtoyounotmeonlyyoucanstopit

Heswam awayfrom herdownwards

OnlynowdidLwazirealizethebeautythatwas

underneathher.Allthemixofcolorswithsome

lightsthatwerefloating

Themaneventuallydisappearedintothebeauty

shewasadmiring.

Shelookedaroundher.Notfarbehindherthere

weresomesortofbuildingifshecouldcall

them that



Lwazi:it’seitherI’vegonecrazyorthisisthe

greatestsorceryever

AtZack’shouse

Banziwaswelcomedbythecryofbabiesfrom

themomentheopenedthedoor.Herushed

followingthevoicesandfoundIsiphotryingher

besttohush5babiesatonceincludingYenza

whowasprobablycryingbecausetheotherkids

arecrying

Herdroppedhisbriefcaseandwenttohelpher.

Hetookoneofthebabiesandplaceabottlein

another

Banzi:whathappenedandwhereisNolwazi?



HeaskedIsiphowhowasmovingaroundwith

onebabyonherbackandtwomoreonher

arms

Isipho:Idon’tknow

Shesaid

Banzi:whatdoyoumeanyoudon’tknow?Didn’t

shesaywhereshewasgoing?

Isipho:that’sthethingshedidn’tleave.Sheonly

excusedherselfandwentupstairs.Ifiguredshe

neededsomespaceaftertwohoursthekids

wokeupbuttheywerepeacefulsoIdidn’tgo

wakeherupbutwhentheystartedcryingone

byone.Iwenttoknockatthedoorbutshe

didn’trespond



Sheshoutedatthetopofhervoicetryingto

speakoverthebabiescries

Banzi:sheisstillinthere?

Isiphoshookherhead

Isipho:Iaskedthesecurityguardtobreakdown

thedoorandshewasn’tinside.It’slikeshewas

neverthere.Thereisnootherwaytoleavethis

houseandtheguarddidn’tseeherleave.She

couldn’thavejumpedahighwallwithan

electricfence

Banzi:soshejustdisappeared?



Isiphonodded

Banzi:buthowdoesahumandisappearlike

that?

Isipho:youknowourlivesarenotreallynormal

butonethingI’m sureaboutisthatRakdidn’t

getinsidethishouse.Hewouldburnevenifhe

tried

Banziplacedthebabiesontheircotsasthey

werequiet

Hetooktheothertwofrom Isiphoandrocked

them tryingtokeepthem calm

Isiphopickeduphersonandattendedtohim



Banziwasjustlostinthoughtstryingtofigure

outeverythingandwhyNolwaziwould

disappearatatimelikethis

Zackwalkedinandsmiledlookingathis

brothercarryingtwobabies

Zack:itmustbehardhavingtohushsomany

babiesatonce

Banzi:eyman

Hetookoneofthebabiesfrom him

Zack:sawyourinterview



Banzi:forgetaboutthatfornow.Nolwaziis

missing

Zack:owh

HesaidsochilledthatBanziturnedandlooked

athim

Banzi:isthatallyouaregoingtosay?The

motherofmykidsismissingleavingbehind5

newhornsandyouarejustsayingoh

Zack:whatdoyouwantmetosay?

Banzishookhisheadandturnedtohis

daughterwhowassleepingpeacefullyasifshe

wastcryingatthetopofhervoice



Zack:whereismywife?

“I’m here”

Isiphoshoutedwalkinginwiththeotherbaby

followedbyYenza

Zack:darlingyoulooktired

Isipho:I’m drained.Banzi’skidscancryey

Shesaidbeforeperkinghislips

Zackplacedtheotherbabyonhiscotand

pickedhissonthrowinghim intheair.



Isipho:whereisNolwazi?

Sheaskedlookingathim straightintheeye

Zack:Idon’tknow

Shesaidtryingtomoveawayfrom hiswife’s

stare

Isipho:don’ttrymeXolisa

Helookedatherandthenathisbrotherwho

wasjustsittingthereallowingthetearstofall

Somanypossibilitieswererunningthrough

Banzi’sheadbutmostofallthefearoffinding

outthatshelefthim wasgreaterthananything



else.Thiswouldbeasecondtimeawomanhas

lefthim tobeaparentalonebutnowthiswas

worseitwasn’tjustonegirlthathehadtoraise

but5kids.

Theonequestionthatstuckinhisheadwas

whywouldsheleavehim andthekids?Hehas

beenagoodfatherthem andagoodpartnerto

her,they’vebeenhappyuntilthisrecentthing

thathehasdealtwithalready

Zack:come

Hesaidtohisbrother,Banzistoodupand

followedhim upthestairs

Zack:Lwaziwasinthisroom.Lookatthefloor

Banzi:thecarpetiswet



Zack:Iknowsheissafeandshedidn’tleave

you.ButdealingwithRakyou’regoingtoneed

heratherfullstrength.In3daysyou’re

supposedtogoheadonwithRakandmaybe

hiswifeifshehasrecovered.

Banzi:isshechosen?Likeus

Zack:heroathisdifferentthough.Herfather’s

familywasverypowerfulfrom howitseems.

Shewilltellyoueverythingwhenshegetsback

Henoddedasateardropped

Banzi:IchangedherlifewhenIleftherfora

sillythingIthoughtIhadwithmyex.Iwas

initiallylookingforclosurefrom KatbutIfound



myselfgoingbackformoreuntilIdidn’twantto

leaveheranymore.Myheartwasstillwith

LwazibutmyeyessawKatandeachtimeIsaw

IwouldforgetaboutaLwazi.Lookwherethat

gotmenow?I’m fightingademonshebrought

intomylife,I’velostmybusinessandIlostyou

asmybrother.I’m justgratefulthatIgotLwazi

backeventhoughit’sstillaworkingprogress

Zackpulledhim towardsthewallandtheslid

downandsatonthefloorwiththeirbackonthe

wall

Zack:I’m gonnabehonestwithyou.Ithurt

seeingyoudoallthosethings.Ihatedthe

insultsbutmyheartbrokewhenyoutoldme

youarenotreallyaJacobsbybloodyouarea

Lukheleandthebrothersareyourbrothers.

Apartfrom mylostsister,mywifeandkids



thereisnooneelseIcancallmyfamilybesides

you.IwentthroughsomuchwithyoubeforeI

evenknewwhomyfatherwas.Remember

whenIwaskidnapped?

Banzinoddedwithhisfacedown

Zack:althoughthoseguyshadgivenupon

hurtingmebecausethefollowingdaywhen

theycameIwasfineliketheydidn’tbreakmy

bonesorpeelofmyskinwiththatmachine.I

hadnightmaressomuchthatyousharedabed

withme.Youheldmedowneverynightand

assuredmeitwasjustdreams.Ittookawhile

togetoverthatphasebutyouwerethere.When

Istartedmybusinessyouwerethere.You

helpedmewitheverything.WhenIacceptedmy

giftyouwerethere.Gettingoverthepainof

whatmydaughterwentthrough,youwerethere



tohelpandgivemeashouldertocryon.My

fatherintroducedyouasagangstertomebut

intheendhemadesuretoemphasizethatyou

arehissonandmybrother.Youaremybrother

nomatterwhatandthisisalifetime

relationship,youcan’tgetoutofit.Youhelped

mefightDumaandI’llbebyyoursideasyou

fightRak.Mywifewilltakethekidstoher

motherandyouwillhaveafullteam behindyou.

Banzilaidhisheadonhisbrother’slapand

allowedthetearstoflow.

Zacktoughsomuchtoholdbackhisbithe

couldn’t.Hewassoangryatthebrothersfor

everythingtheydidtohisbrotherandmostof

allhewasmadatKatfordoingthistohis

brother.



Isipholookedatthechangingweather

Isipho:OhZack

Sheknewitonlymeantthathewasangryand

hurtandifhecrieditwillpour.

Thisdoesn’treallyhappeneverytimehecries

butwhenheisangrytheweatherdoeschange

Shewentupstairstogocheckonthem she

stoppedathertracksandeavesdropped

Banzi:I’m reallysorryforeverythingIdid.Idon’t

evenknowhowtolookatourwifeasI

rememberwhatIsaidabouther.I’m sureshe

hatesmebuthastotoleratemeforyoursake



Zack:Iwasmadthatyouspokelikethatabout

ourwifebecauseshewashurtbutsheforgave

you.Shedoesn’treallyholdgrudgesbutyoudo

oweheranapology

Isipho:youdon’towemenothing

Shesaiddisturbingtheirbondingsession

Zack:niggayourtearsmademypantswet

Isipho:aisukayoualsoenjoyedplayingwithhis

hairwhichhassuddenlyturnedwhiteand

gettinglongerandsoisyours

Zack:feltlikeIwasholdingwaterwavesand



brushingthroughthem

Isipholookedatthem.Thisisthebrotherhood

theyhadbeforeKat

Isipho:IforgiveyouBanzi.Ilongdid.AndImust

sayImissedseeingmyhusbandshavingtheir

gaymoments

Theyalllaughed,itwasagoodwaytocalm the

sombermood

Isipho:Iloveyoubothandyoubetterstart

prayingbecausethecomingbattleisnotgoing

tobeeasy.

Thebrother’snodded



Banzi:ourwife

Sheshookherhead

Isipho:youforgetthatIcanreadyourmind.I

longgotmyapologyfrom you

Banzi:I’llfeelbettersayingit.I’m reallysorryfor

everything,forhurtingyouandmybrother.I’m

notgoingtoblameKatI’m blamingmyselffor

notpickingyouguyseverytime

Isipho:it’sokay.Nowyoucangobacktoyour

catchingupbutpleasedon’tbesadbecause

y’allareaffectingtheweatherouther



Shesaidrushingoutasthebrotherslaughed
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Lwazi:ouch!!!

SheexclaimsinpainasAquahisherarms

Aqua:youarerunningoutoftime.Thebattleis

abouttobeginandyoustillcan’tform thisball

ofwater.

Tearsthreatenedtocomeout

Aqua:areyougonnacry?seriously?



Lwazi:Iam tired.We’vebeendoingthisfortwo

daysnowmaybeyouarenotsogoodattraining

asyouthink

ShelookedatLwazi

Aqua:Iam goodormaybeyouarenotthe

chosenoneaseveryonethinks.Maybewe

shouldgiveupandletyourbabydaddydie

tomorrow.

Lwazi’sheartpoundedandthewateraround

hermoved

Aqua:it’snotlikeyoudeservetobeloved.You

areweak.Youallowedyouruselessstepfather

torapeyourepeatedlyforyearswithoutdoing



anything.That’showweakyouareletting

peopledoeverythingtheywantandasthey

pleasewithyou

Lwazi’sangerrosebyaminuteandwithout

evenrealizingitshewasformingtheballandit

gotbiggerandbiggerwitheachpassingsecond,

shespunaroundformingatornadowithhertail

andsoonshewasn’treallythinkingaboutwhat

sheisdoing,thewaterwasshiningsobright

thatAquamovedbackasthewaterbecame

unstableandthetornadogotbiggerandmore

violentthatpeoplecaneouttocomeandsee

whatwasgoing

SheduckedtheballthatLwazithrewather,but

morekeptcomingincreasinginsizeuntilthey

finallygotherpushingherveryfartillshehither

backonthescienceandtechnologybuilding



Thetornadomovedtowardsherandwhenitgot

infrontofherLwaziemergedfrom itlooking

different,hehairwasverylongandblackwitha

bitofwhite.Shelookedsobeautiful,herdoing

wassparkling,hertailhadchangedcolorwas

verybigandbeautiful

Theothermermaidsaroundbowedtheirhead

lookingdownwhilemakingtheirululating

sound

LwaziheldAqua’snecksqueezingthelittle

oxygenshehadoutofherbody

“Enough”

Herfather’svoicemadehertoremoveherhand



from Aqua’sneckandshedescended

downwardsuntilshereachedthefloorofthe

Campus

ShetriedherbreathingexerciseslikehowAqua

hastaughther.Shecouldalmostfeelthewater

again.Inaweirdwayshefeltlikeitwastalking,

it’scalmnessbroughtpeacetoher

Shelookedatherfatherandthenbackather

sister,realizingwhathadhappenedsherushed

overtoAquaandhelpedherup.

Lwazi:I’m sorry

Aquasmiledandlookedat



Aqua:myjobhereisdone.Youarereadybigsis

Shesaidandthenswam away

Thegatheringcrowdbrokeoutintodifferent

groupsheadingindifferentdirections

Lwazi’ssiblingswalkedtowardsherand

huggedher

Zanele:I’veheardgreatstoriesabouttheone

whoisQuanaIneverthoughtI’dstillbealiveto

seeit.ThosepaintingsI’veseenarenothing

comparedtothis

Lwazi:Quana?



Zanele:yes,lookatyourself.Yourtailis

different,yourskinsparkles,yourhairis

ridiculouslylongandveryblackandshiny

Lwazipulledherhair.Itwasverylong.It’s

probablytouchingherass

Itwasindeedblackandshinywithawhite

strand

Lwazi:itwillgobacktonormalwhenIgettothe

othersideright?

Zanele:Idon’tknowbutI’veneverheardthatit

shrinksandwelltherehasneverbeenaQuana

thatlivedontheotherside.Iwonderhowwill

thatwork



AtZack’shouse

Banzikneltdownoncemoreandprayedlikehe

hasbeendoingforthepastfewdays.Atleast

thekidshadgonebacktotheirroutineand

weren’tcryingthatmuchanymore.Funny

enoughhehasbeeninthesameroom that

Lwaziwasinandthereisjustonespotonthe

carportthatisn’tdryingout.Hehelditandhe

couldhearwaves

Hebreathedinandout.Andendedhisprayer.

Hedrankhiswateragainandgothisbibleand

anothercleanbottleofwaterandgotoutofthe

room

Hisbrotherwasalreadywaitingdownstairs



Zack:Idon’tunderstandhowweUrielcan’ttake

usthere.

Banzi:Lwaziisalmostdonebythetimeweget

thereshe’llbeouttooatleastthatwhatmy

visionsaidorherfathersaidwhenhevisitedmy

dreams

Zack:okayletsgobeforethekidscome

downstairsandseeus

Thewalkedoutanddrovetowardstheairport

It’sfunnyhowallthesedemonsalwaysruntoa

differentplace

Zack:whatifLwazidoesn’tcomeback?



Banzilookedathim

Zack:Imeanit’spossible

Banzi:whywouldshenotcomeback?

Zack:toguardthewatersmaybeyou’llnever

know

Banzi:areyousayingthisbecauseyouhavea

visionaboutorjustguessing

Zack:justguessingbrorelax

Banzinodded



Thebrotherscontinueddrivingwithlittle

conversationshereandthere.

Ataforestnotfarfrom thesea

RakandZeenamovedaroundthehutchanting

anddancing.Onewouldbarelyseethem from

thedoor.

Rak:theyhavearrived

Hesaidstoppingandlookingatabowlfilled

withhisdarkliquid

Zeena:wearereadyforthem



Attheairport

BanziandZackwalkedoutcarryingtheirmini

luggage.Zackneededtobringhislaptopalong

sothathecangetsomeworkdonewhenhe

needsto.

Astrongwindblewandpeoplestartedrunning

towardstheairportentrance.Carswerebeing

liftedup.Theguysstoodwatchingthroughthe

glasswindows

Thealarmsofthecarsmakingnoise,thewind

dieddownandthecarsfelldownbreakingtheir

glassesandbeingsquashed

Zack:thisisnotordinaryanddefinitelynota

coincidencethatcarsincludingoursareflying



aroundinastrongwind

Banzi:heisshakinginhisboots.

Zack:let’sgetoutofhere.

Theywalkedtotheothersidetofindanother

entrancebutitwasblockedtoo.Itseemsas

thoughallofthem were

Zack:let’sjustwaitforthem toclearthesecars

Underwater

Lwazi:whydidyouusethat?



Aqualookedatherandwentbackto

sharpeninghersword

Lwazi:it’sonethingthatisverysensitivetome

Aqua:IhadtriedeverythingIcouldtohelpyou

unlockyourpowers

Lwazi:butthatwasinsensitive,didyoumeanit?

Aqua:ofcoursenot.YouaremysisterandI

can’tbegintoimaginewhatyouwentthrough

andIsurewouldneveruseitorinsultyouwithit.

ButaftertrainingpeopleforalongtimeI

realizedthatsomeneedalittlepushtogetto

wheretheyneedtobe



Lwazi:mustbeharddoingyourjob?

Aqua:(chuckling)yeahbecauseusuallyIendup

withaninjuryorablueeyejustlikehowyoudid

Lwazi:I’m sorryey

Aqua:it’sokayI’m justgladeverythingisfine

withyou

Shesaidmovingaround

Lwazi:haveyouunlockedyourpowers?

Sheshookherheadwithasadexpression

whichshequicklymaskedwithabraveface



Lwazi:I’m sureitwillhappensoo.Whocan

manipulategravity?

Aqua:it’sdefinitelynotme.

Lwazi:maybeyoualsoneedalittlepush

Aqua:nopeit’sokayIguessIcanlivewithmy

lifeI’vealreadylosteverythingforit.

Lwazi:whatdoyoumean?

Aqua:Idon’twanttotalkaboutit

Lwazilookedatherandletherbesheswam



awayleavingLwazijustlookingattheweapons.

Zanelegotin

Zanele:Ihopeyouarenotplanningonjoining

Aquaonthissideoflife

Shesaidbringherdramaticselfasalways

Lwazi:Iwouldn’tthinkaboutit.WhatdidAqua

losetothislife?

Zanele:everything

Lwazilookedatherindicatingsheshould

elaborate

Zanele:thereisaguywhowantedtomarryher



andsheagreedbuttheirlivesalwayskeptthem

apart.Mysisterwastoofocusedonbeingthe

bestfemalewarriorwhilehewantedtosettle

downwhileheheadsthemechatronics

program.Heeventuallygaveuponwaitingfor

herandtoldherheislookingforsomeoneelse.

Shebeggedhim tobepatientbuthehadbeen

patientfor5yearssohegaveup.

Lwazi:must’vebeenhard

Zanele:yeahit...

BeforeshecouldfinishhersentenceZenkosi

gotinpanting

Zenkosi:beenlookingalloverforyouguys



Zanele:what’swrong?

Zenkosi:it’stime

HesaidlookingatLwazi
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#TheriseoftheAquaworld

Lwazifollowedherbrotherout

From thewatershefeltthatsomethingwas

goingon.Thewatersweredullandthey

weighedherdown



Lubabalo:It’stimetogoback

Hesaidpointingatthedullwaters

Lwazilookedateveryone.Thevillagerswereall

gatheredaroundtowitnessherdeparture

Lubabalo:don’tbesad.Wewillalwaysbewith

youandyoucanalwayscomeandseeus

wheneveryouwant

Lwazi:IjustfeellikeI’m losingyouallover

again

Lubabalo:youarenotlosingmewearejust

goingtobestuckindifferentworlds



Lwazi:Ijustfoundmysiblings

Aqua:stopbeingacrybabyandgobackout

thereandsavetheworld.Youcanalwayscome

back

Lubabalo:Thewatersarewithyouandsois

heaven

Sheletthetearsfall,asherfamilyhuggedher

ShestoodbeforeAqua

Aqua:Iloveyoubutthisisnotthetimeforyou

tobeacrybaby

Shesaidpushingherupwardwithagreatforce



Ataforest

RakhelpedZeenadrinktheportion

Rak:youneedtowakeupmylove.It’stimenow

Shecoughedabitbeforeopeninghereyes

Zeena:myloveImissedyou

Rak:Imissedyoutoobabybutyouneedtoget

upandprepareforthebattle.Yourweaponsare

ready

Hegaveherakiss



Zeena:makelovetomefirstAndweshallgo

andfight

Rak:Iwillhurtyou.Youneedallthestrength

youhave.Ipromisetomakelovetoyouafter

thebattle

Shenoddedgettingup.Thepainonher

abdomenwasstilltherebutshecouldbareit

Shelookedoutsidethehut.Rakhadplaceda

protectiveshieldoverthem.Theirdarkangels

wereflyinglikebatsjustbelowitwhilethe

WarriorAngelswerejustaboveit

Twoworldweredividedbyatinylayer.



Rak:ourenemyisstrongerthanweimagined

Zeena:whenhaveweeverlostabattle.Stop

shaking

Rak:(puttingonabraveface)I’m notshaking

andI’llneverbeshakenbythem.Theforceis

withusthegodsareonoursideasyoucansee

Aloudbangandaflashoflighteningdisturbed

them

Theylookedup.Thelayerwasdentedandafter

afewstrikesitwillbreak

Zeena:bringmyweaponswewon’tsithereand



waitforthem

Hegatheredtheirweaponsandhandedherher

scepter

Zeena:(holdingthescepterhighup)Iam the

queenofdarkness(lightflashedfrom the

scepter).lordsandgodsofdarknessbewith

measIdefendourworld.Icalluponthedead

torise,thedarkestofalldemonstocomeout

andfightwithme.IYOURQUEENZEENAHAVE

RISENTOFIGHTONELASTBATTLE.I

COMMANDTEDEADTORISE,THEDARKEST

OFDEMONSTOCOMEOUTFROM ALL

CORNERSOFTHEWORLD

Thegroundbeganshakingasitopenedup



Ontheotherside

Uriel:shehaswokenup

ShesaidtoZackandanarmyofangels

gatheredaroundthem.Banziwasprayingand

thewindwasblowingsostrongthatitshook

thetrees.Thewaterwaveswererisingand

hittingtheshoresvigorously

Banzi:Beready,herarmyiscoming

Thewarriorangelsstoodinformationwiththeir

swordsdrawn

Urieldrewherflamingswordandgotreadyfor

battle



Herwingsgrewbiggertorevealhertrueform.

AnArchangelwhoguardsthegateofParadise

ArchangelMichaeltheangelofwarstoodstood

afewstepsawayfrom BanziandZackinhis

goldarmorandsword

Allthe7Archangelswerehere.Otherangels

wereflyingabovethem

Soonthedarknessgotcloserandcloserthe

darkangelsarrivedandthebattlebeginatthe

commandofAngelMichael.

ZackandLubanzijoinedhandsandbegan

praying.ZackcouldhearIsipho’svoiceshewas

prayingtoo



RakandZeenastoodatadistanceandwatched

asthetheangelsfrom thetwoworldsbattled

againsteachother

Theirangelsweredyingandblowingawaylike

dustwithoneswingofswordfrom Uriel.Itwas

tsurprisingbecauseherswordhadfireandall

thoughdarkandfiremixedthefireinhersword

wasthepurifyingfirewhichcouldkilldemons.

ZeenawatchedasZackandLubanzi

transformedwhileholdinghands.Theirclothes

changedintowhiteandtheyweredressedin

goldenarmor

Theybothmovedbackastheirlightbegan

ascendingandbecomingbrighterburningsome

oftheirangels



Zeenacalledthem backandtheystoodaround

them .Ithadonlybeenafewminutesbuther

armywaslessthanitwas.

Zeena:IWILLNOTBEDEFEATED.IAM THE

QUEENOFTHEMOSTHIGHgod,IAM HELL.

VENGEANCEISMINE!!!

Sheshoutedsoloudbeforechantingand

dancingaroundplayingherhorn

AllherAngelskneltdown

Lwazilookeduptryingtoseehowfarsheneeds

togoandshestillcouldn’tseethesunor

anything



Thewatermovedaroundherviolentlybefore

sheclosedhereyesandwasabletosee

everything

Thebattlehadbegan.Ifitwashumansthat

werebeingkilledthewouldbebloodshedall

overbutbecauseit’sjustdemonsdarkairfilled

theatmosphere

Shecouldsmellthepainofallthesoulsinthe

air,thethicknessoftheanger,vengeanceand

fury.

Herbreathingchangedasshegasped.She

lookedaroundandspottedZackandLubanzi.

ZackwasfightingbutLubanziwaslyingdown

onthegroundnotmoving



Shetriedrunningtowardshim butshecouldn’t

Lwazi:LUBANZI!!!Babegetup

Sheshoutedbutit’slikenoonewashearingher

nomatterhowmuchshetriedtoshout

Shecouldn’trunanymoreasshefeltherself

beingpulledbackbyastrongforce

Sheopenedhereyesgaspingandwatergotin

hermouthcausinghertocoughandgag.

Lwazi:Ineedtogetbackoutthere



Sheheldherbreathasshetriedtoreconnect

withthewatersagainsothatshedoesn’tdrown.

ZackrantowardsRakwhileMichaelflewabove

him attackingthedragonthatZeenahadrose

from thedead

BanzimovestowardsZeenacarryinghisown

sword

Zeena:youarenotamatchformeboy

ShesaidbeforedisappearingrightbeforeBanzi

couldhitherwithhissword

Sheappearedsoquicklyscratchinghim with

herlongnailsanddisappearingagain



Banziheldhisarm andlookedather.Hewalked

towardsheragainbutshedisappearedagain

anddidthesamething.Shekeptdoingthat

untilhewentonhiskneestryingtominimize

thepain

Zack:USEYOURSENSESLUBANZI

heshoutedfrom theothersidebusytryingto

fightRak

Banzistooduponemoretimeheclosedhis

eyesandbreathedinandouthewalked

towardsZeenaandshedisappearedagainbut

hecouldseewhereshewas.Justwhenshe

wasabouttoattackhim againhestabbedher

onherabdomen



Shefelldownandheopenedhiseyes.Shehad

turnedbacktoKatlego

Kat:(gasping)I...am sorry....allIeverdidwas

loveyouandIwantedyoutolovemeback

HerfacekepttryingtochangebacktoZeena

Hekneltandlookedather.Shelookedlikeshe

wasinpain

Zack:Lubanzidon’t

HelookedathisbrotherandthenbackatKat



Shepulledhim towardsherwiththelast

strengthshehadandheldhim tight

Banzitriedtomovebutwitheverypassing

secondhewasgettingnumbandparalyzed.It’s

asiflifewasbeingdrainedfrom him

Zacktriedbreakingfreefrom Rak’schaintogo

helphisbrotherbuthecouldn’t.

Helookedathisbrothergettingpalebythe

minute.Hewiggleshimselfonemoretime

usingeverythinghegot

Abrightcolorfullightandtheriseofthewaters

madeeveryonestop



EvenZeenastoppeddraininglifeoutofBanzi

shethrewhim onthesideashebreathedso

lowwithhiseyesclosed.

Sheremovedtheswordfrom herabdomen.The

holeclosedupsinceshehaddrainedLubanzi’s

powers

Hereyesopenedwidelyasshesawthe

mermaidabovethewater

Zackknewwhoitwassohewentbacktotrying

tofreehimself

“HoldthechainandprayZack”

Heheardhiswife’svoice.Hedidastoldand



heldthechainandprayed

Forfewminutesnothinghappened.Itbegan

glowingwhileRaklookedatitandgrowled

whilebreathingheavy

TheglowreachedRak’shandsandhegroaned

ashegotburntandletgoofthechain.His

handsweregone

Hemovedbackwardsgroaninginpainwhich

gotZeenatolookathim

ShesawtheglowingchainthatZackhadand

knewthatonestrikefrom him herhusband

wouldbedeadshestoodupandtriedtogo

towardsthem butawaveofwaterstrikesher

down



Shegaspedandmovedback.Thewatercleared

offjustasZackwasgettingclosertoRak

Shetriedtomovebutherbodycouldn’t.She

lookedatthemysteriousladywhostoodbythe

seawithwavesofwater

Zeena:Itcan’tbe

Hethoughtsweredisturbedbythesoundofa

chainandaloudgroanfrom Rakashisbody

burntandflewawaylikewind

Atearescapedhereyesandshescreamed

tryingtomove



Zeena:YOUKILLEDHIM

SheshoutedlookingatZackwhostillhadhis

glowingchain

UrielandMichaelwerefightingtheevildragon.

Shecouldseehowbadlyinjureditwasand

knewthatsoonitwilldieonestrikefrom the

burningswordUrielwascarryingitwoulddie

Herangelswerefewnow.Shecalledthem back

andtheyspanaroundher

Banzifloatedtowardsthesea

Lwazilookedathim.



Lwazi:Youarenotdyingonmenow

Zackwalkedtowardsthem

Heheldthewater

Zack:placehim inthewater

Shedidastoldastearsstreameddownher

face.Shewastoolate.

Immediatelywhenhisbodyreachedthewater

thewaterglowed

Zack:You’llhavetoholdZeenabackuntilI’m

donehere



Lwazi:I’lltry

Shesaidmovingtowardsherasthelittle

demonicangelsgotinsideher

Shethrewthewaterspearshewascarryingat

herandithitherontheabdomenandshefell

back.Leavingafewdemonsout.Lwazigot

closertothem andheldthem.Onetapthey

burnttoashes

Zeenalookedather.Lwaziseemednormalto

anordinarypersonbuthertrueform wasout.

Herlongshinyblackhairwithastandofwhite.

Herbigmermaidtail.

HerbeautyglowedsomuchthatZeenacouldn’t



keeplookingather.Sheclosedhereyes

Lwazi:lookatme!

Shesaidwalkingclosertoher

WithoneswiftZeenaflewacrossandlandedat

adistancenotfarfrom Lwazi

Lwazi:Youtouchedmymanagain.

Withherpalm raisedZeenabeganfloatingon

air

Shethrewheragain



TheAngelshadgatheredaroundZackpraying

ashehealedhisbrother

Aloudgrowlfrom theevildragonwasheardas

itburntdownatthestrikeoftheswordfrom

bothUrielandMichael

TheArchangelsspreadtheirwingsandstood

behindLwazi

Zeena:itwasn’tthathardgettingLubanziyou

know.Everytimehe’dtellmehowItastebetter

thanyou.Howimagesofyouandanoldwhite

manwouldpopupinhismindeverytimehe

fuckedyou.

TearsstreameddownLwazi’sface.

UrielmovedherhandswayingZeenaawaylike



apieceofpaper.MichaelandGabrielwent

towardsherandfoughtwithher

Shewasprettystrongbuttheywerestronger

“LETHERBE”

Aloudvoiceshouted.GabrielandMichael

movesawayandflewtothesky.Onlythe

Archangelswereremainingtheotherswere

gone.

BanziwalkedovertowhereZeenawas.She

wasnotthatstronganymore

Likebirdstheyflewabovetheground,hitting

eachotherandgettingbackupagain



ZackpulledLwaziawayfrom thesceneand

watchedasthewaterroseatBanzi’scommand

beforetherewasaloudsplashintothewater.

BanziandZeenawereinsidethewater

Zack:don’tmindher.Shewastryingtogetto

you.

Lwazi:Iknow.

SheleftZackandwalkedtowardsthewater.

Thiswasn’tafightthatLubanziwasaboutto

fightalone

Soonshedisappearedintothewater



Zacksatasideandprayed

Uriel:Ineedtogetbacktothegatesof

paradise.Ihavebeengonefortoolong

Zack:it’sokay

Uriel:GabrielandMichaelshallremaintosee

thisthrough

ZacknoddedandUrielflewoff

LikeWarriorAngelsthatstoodwithhim and

flyingovertheseatoseewhat’sgoingon
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Zackwokeupearlyinthemorningjustlikehe

hasbeendoingforthepast6days.Todaywas

the7thdayandhewashopingformiraclefor

LwaziandBanzitocomeoutofthewater

Heknewthattherewillcomeatimewherethis

wasgoingtohappen.Lwazineededsome

baptism andneededtohealandlearnabout

Godagain.HerfaithinGodneededyoube

restored

hetookaquickshowerandheadedout

thesecurityguardsmiledandwavedathim like

hehasbeendoingforthepastdays.Theson

hasn’tcomeoutsohewasearlyhemadehis

waytothesea.Thewaveswereviolentbutthey

havebeenlikethatandthereachedthesand

wherepeopleusuallysit



hewenttothesamespotandkneltdownand

beganhisprayer

heprayeduntilthesuncameup.Thefirstrays

hittheseaandhelookedhopingforadifferent

outcometoday.

Thelightshinedbrighterthantheotherdays.

Hisheartfeltatpeaceoncemore

“Goforthnowmychildren,telltheworldabout

whathappened.Tellthem howItheLordyour

Godwhopromisedyouthelandofmilkand

honeyhathnotforsakenthee.Letitbeknown

todaughtersandsonsofmenthatIhave

defeatedtheworldofallevil.AndasIpromised

thattherewillcomeatimewhereyouwillsee



menomoreandafteralittlewhileyouseeme.

Goforthnowandsavemychildrenfrom allevil”

Aloudvoicespokemakingthegroundtremble.

Zackwasalreadyonhisknees.

Whenthevoicedisappearedhegotupand

lookedatthesea.LwaziandBanziemerged.

Theylookeddifferentbutwitheachstepthey

tooktowardstheshoretheirbodiesreturnedto

normal,theirtrueform disappearedlittleby

little.OnlyLwazi’slongblackhairwithawhite

strandandBanzi’swhitehairremained

hegotupandrantowardsthem.Hewas

relievedtoseehisbrother.Urielhastoldhim

thatif7dayspasswithoutthem gettingoutof

thewaterthenhemustknowthattheyhad

becomeonewiththewaterandshalllivethere

forever



Hehuggedthem bothbeforelookingatthem

oncemore.

HisfocuswasmainlyonLwazi’stummy.Itwas

big

Lwazi:I’llexplainwhenwegettoourroom.We

needtogetoutofherebeforepeoplewonder

whatwearedoinghereat5am

Zacklaughedandpulledhisbrothertowards

him beforefinallywalkingtowardsthehotel

theguardcouldseethehappinessinZack’s

faceasheapproached

Guard:IseeGodfinallyansweredyourprayers



hesaidtoZackwhosmiledandnodded.From

thefirstdayhesawthatguardheknewhewas

noordinaryman

theygottotheroom.Lwaziimmediatelywent

toherQuintswhoweresleepingintheircots.

Isiphogotoutofthebathroom andalmost

screamedseeingherthere

Lwaziturnedaround.Isipho’seyesfellonher

tummy,hermouthopenedbutnowordscane

out.Sheclosedhermouthagainandthenlook

atLwazi.

Lwazismiledandwenttowardsherandpulled

herinforahug.ImmediatelywhenIsiphofelt

herembraceshefeltthepeacetoapointthat



shebegantocry

Theybrokethehugafterawhileandsatonthe

bed.Isiphoappliedlotiononherbodywhile

LwazisattherejustlookingatherQuints

isipho:theymissedyoutoo

lwazismiledandlookedather

Lwazi:whileIwasunderwaterIfoundoutIwas

pregnant.Morelikemytummystartedgrowing

mysisteraquatoldmeIwaspregnantIdidn’t

believeheruntilIfeltmovement

isipho:movement?Howfaralongareyou?



Lwazi:7months

isipho:butyou’veonlybeengonefor7days

nowthatmeansadayisamonthunderwater.

MyGodthisiscrazy

Lwazi:Iknowey

isipho:nooneneedstoknowaboutthis

pregnancy.You’llhavetohideuntilyougive

birthandwe’lljustsaysheisthe6thchild

Lwazilaughedshakingherhead

Lwazi:maybethatwillwork

isipho:imaginesayingyougavebirthtokids



whoaremonthsapart.Medicallyit’s

unexplainable.

Lwazi:relaxandbreath

isipho:andyourhair,whatareyougoingtodo

aboutit?

Lwazi:Idon’tknowbecauseitmightgrowtobe

verylong

Isipho:Lord

Lwazi:heworksinmysteriousways

ZacklookedatBanziashesatdown



Zack:howwasitlikebeingwithmermaids?

BanzichuckledZackhasbeenaskingthis

questionandheansweredalreadybutitseems

likehisbrotherisnotsatisfiedbyhisanswer

Banzi:thesamewayitfeelslikebeingwith

otherpeopleexceptthattheyaredifferentandI

wasjustnormalbutcouldbreatheunderwater

Zack:wowthat’sawesomeman

Banzisatdownandworehisshoes.Hisbrother

hasbeenfollowinghim aroundtheroom

banzi:sometimesIforgetyouareyounger.



You’veaccomplishedsomuchthatitmakes

youseem older

Zack:whatever.Anyonewouldbecuriousto

knowhowonecansurviveunderwaterandthe

factthatyourgirlfriendwentunderwaterand

canebackpregnant

Banzi:youalreadyknowhowtimeworksthere

soIdon’tseewhat’sconfusingaboutthat

Zack:yeahbutmanhowwillyouexplainthatto

people

Banzi:whatpeople?Leavemealonetuu

Zack:okayfine.WhereisKat?



Banzi:Idon’tknow

zacklookedathim

Banzi:I’m seriousIdon’tknow.AllIremember

isherscreamingimmediatelywhenwegot

underwater,shekeptsayingsheisburningand

thenherbodydisappearedjustlikethat.Ijust

knowtheevilnesswasoutofherbeforeshe

disappeared

Zack:OwhI’m sureshe’llturnupsomewhere

then

thebrothersfinishedupandjoinedthewomen

intheotherroom.Lwaziwasstillgluedtoher

kids.BanzijoinedherafterhuggingIsipho



ZackandIsiphomadetheirwayoutgivingthe

couplesomespacewiththeirkids
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Lwaziopenedthedoor.Hersisterwalkedin

followedbyLethaboandtheirkids

theyhuggedandheadedinside.

Thiswasthefirsttimethesisterswereaboutto

sitinoneroom inaverylongtime



BanziandZackcamedownstairslaughing

beforegreetingLethaboandpullinghim away

from thewomentowardsthebraaiareawhere

theyweregoingtopreparethemeat

Isiphoclearedherthroattryingtobreakthe

silencebetweenthetwosisters.The

awkwardnesswastoomuch

Isipho:canIgetyouanythingVee

Vee:coldwaterwillbefine

shenoddedandpushedherselfupandheaded

tothekitchen

Vee:youhaveanicehome



Lwazi:Thanks,pleasehaveaseat

veesatonthecouchwhileLwazisatonthe

otheroneoppositeher

Vee:youlooksobeautifulyourhairissolong

youneedtotellmewhatyouuseforit.

Lwazijustsmiledandsaidnothing.

Veerubbedherpalmstogetherwipingthe

sweatshewassuddenlyfeelingbetweenher

fingers

Vee:I’m sorryaboutLethabo



Lwaziquicklyturnedandlookedather.

Lwazi:aboutLethabo?Whyareyouapologizing

aboutthat?

Vee:Iknowhowyouguyslovedeachotherand

I’m sorryItookhim

Lwazi:thatwasyearsago.lwasadifferent

personthenandsowashe.Youguysfellinlove

andyouactedonitandnowyouaremarried

andhappy.I’m veryhappywithmylifetoo.

Veesighed,shecouldn’tunderstandwhyallofa

suddenitwassohardtospeaktohersister.

Shehasbeenpracticingherspeechformonths,

imaginingwhatshewouldsayandhow

everythingwasgoingtogobutnowthatsheis



infrontofhersistershecan’tbegintosaya

wordfrom herspeech.

Tearsfilledhereyes.Sheblinkedandtheyfell.

Shequicklywipedthem butit’sliketheykept

comingbacklikeaflood.Lwazilookedather

andwaitedpatiently.Sheknewhersister

neededtoshowemotionsjustthisonce.Her

sisterneededtocryforalltheseyearsshehas

beentryingtoactstrong

sheeventuallyembracedherbrushingherback

alittle

Isiphogotbackwiththewaterseeingthatnow

itwasreallyneededsinceVeewasreallycrying.

ThankGodthekidswereintheirplayroom



shegotthewateranddrank.Lwaziofferedher

tissuesandshewipedherfaceclean

Lwazi:I’m sorryyouwalkedintofinda

gruesomesceneinourlivingroom

Vee:atfirstIhatedyou.Ihatedyoubecauseof

howdadwouldtreatmeandmom whenyou

ranaway.Iblamedyouforhim rapingme.He

saidIwastakingyourplace,doingyourduties.

Mycriesmadehim angrythefirsttimeandhe

saidthatyoudon’tdothat.Hecomparedmeto

youandhemoanedyournameeverytime.

Shebreathedinandout

Vee:hetoldmethatwhathewasdoingishow



father’sshowtheirlovetotheirdaughters.

Foolishmegotangrythinkingthathelovedyou

morethanmebecausehewasdoingthatto

youmoreoftenthanhedidwithme.TodayI’m

evenembarrassedtosaythatIfellinlovewith

myownfather.Ibeganaskingforitmyself.My

therapisttoldmethatIwassufferingfrom

Stockholm syndrome.Ihadbondedwithmy

dadwhowasmyabuser.Mom wouldsleep

outsidewhenyouranawayuntilyoucaneback

ortheyfoundyou.Dadmadeherwatchhim

rapeme,hemadeheopenmylegs.She’dhold

medownandbrushmyboobsorrubmyclitso

thatshecaneatforthatnightorsleepinthe

house.

Lwaziwipedhertears

Vee:I’m sorrythatyouhadtobeavictim ofmy



dad’sabuse.Irememberhowangryhewas

whenyouranawaywithLethabo.Peoplewere

nolongercomingtochurchandhesaidhewas

losinghispositioninthebrotherhood.Ididn’t

understandwhathemeantthenbutnowIknow

thatmyfatherwasinasecretandsomehow

yourpresenceinhislifemadehim very

powerful.Churchmemberswouldincrease

everytimehesleptwithyou,hisfinancialsalso

improved.Luckwasonhissideallthetimebut

withyougonehelostallthat.Whenyoukilled

him IhatedyouforthenightmaresIgotafter

seeingmyfathersittingonthecouch,blood

drippingoutofhim.Hisfacehadholes,his

chesthadsomanyholesandhisinsideswere

comingoutandyouwerejustcurledintoaball

inacornerrockingyourbodybackandforth

screamingstop.

Isipho’scrymadeZacktoquicklyruninsidethe



housetocheckonhiswife

zack:isthebabyokay?Areyoufine?

Shenoddedlookingathim withtears

theguyswerealsoattendingtotheirwomen.

That’swhenhenoticedthatallofthem were

crying

VeekneltinfrontofLwazi

vee:pleaseforgiveme

shesaidwithtearsflowingdownhercheeks.

Lwazipulledherupandhuggedhertightly



Andtheycriedtogetheruntiltheywerecalm

andsatisfied

theysmiledwipingeachother’stearslikethey

alwaysdidgrowingup

Lwazi:Iforgiveyou.LoveLethabofullyandnot

worryaboutme.Itwasyearsagothen.Hewas

neverminetobeginwith.
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Thedaycontinuedpeacefully.Veehadrelaxed

andwasnowconversing.

Banzi’sworryaboutLethaboandLwazidied

downthemomentLwazisaidhewasneverhers

tobegin.From thereonhehadnodoubt



Vee:wellthistimearoundIdidn’twantanything

big,butIwantedahoneymoonandIgotthe

honeymoonofmydreams

Lethabo:whichwassoexpensive,womenand

shopping

Vee:hesaidtomeIcangetmyselfanythingI

want.Ididn’twhenI’lleversetmyfootinParis

againsoIboughtalltheclothesIliked

Lethabo:sheonlyboughtmeabeltcanyou

imagine

everyonelaughed

thekidswerejusteatinginthelivingroom while



watchingtv

LwaziwasfeedingMirah

Vee:enoughaboutusIstillwanttoknowhow

yougavebirthto6kidsatonce

shesaiddirectingthattoLwazi

lwazi:mybodywassoheavy,Icouldn’tmove

andIjustwantedtogetthem toatleast7

monthsand2weeks.Ieventuallydidand

immediatelywantedthem removed.

Vee:I’m notgivingbirthanytimesoon,the

morningsicknessIexperiencedwithHlelowas

justtomuch



Thedoorbellrang.

Banzigotuptoattendtoitsincehewasalready

up

“surprise”

Hestoodatthedoorfrozenlookingatheras

shesmiledwidelylookingathim.

Angelarantowardsthedoortoherfather.She

stoodtoolookingatthewomanontheother

sideofthedoor

shemovedbehindherfatherwhowasjust

standingthere



Banzi:WhatareyoudoinghereKat?

hefinallymanagedtosay

Kat:isthatawayofwelcomingyourwifehome

after2years

shesaidpushinghim outofthewayheading

towardsthediningroom wheretherewasloud

laughteranddifferentvoicesofpeopletalking

Kat:wowthisisnice

theroom wentquietandeveryonewasjust

lookingather.Banzicamebackandsatnextto

Lwazi



KatlookedatLwaziwhosomehowlooked

differentthansheremembered

Kat:Iseeyouareallenjoyingyourselvesandit’s

afamilythingbutIwasn’tinvited.Am Inot

family?LasttimeIcheckedIwasstillBanzi’s

wife

Banziclenchedhisjawsandcontinuedfeeding

hiskids

Isiphopushedherplateoffoodawayandsat

nicelyonthechair.From herfaceyoucouldtell

shewasirritated

Katpulledachairforherselfandsatdownand

starteddishingupforherself.



Kat:don’tstoptalkingonmyaccount

shesaiddirectingtoeveryone

Noonepaidattentiontoher.Theroom wasjust

todullbutQuintsandtheirfathermadelittle

noisesthatmadethesilencelessawkward.

Everyonewentbacktotheirtopiceventually

andbegantalkingasifKatwasn’ttherewhich

madeheralittleangrysoshebangedthetable

startlingthekidswhoimmediatelycried

LwazigotupwipingMirahandheadedtothe

loungewithKatstillshoutingforhertogetback



Lwazi:guyspleasegotoyourplayroom.

QhamisaandZenandepleasehelpwiththe

Quints

Afterputtingthekidsintheplayroom Lwazi

wentbacktothediningtable.Veewasclearing

itup

Lwazi:youdidn’thavetodothatey

Vee:it’stheleastIcoulddoafterarrivingalittle

late

Lwazi:thankyouforcoming.I’m sorryabout

thisdrama

Vee:don’tworryaboutit.Wewilldoanother



gatheringormaybeasladieswecanmeet

alonewithoutthemenandjusthavelunch

Lwazi:yeahI’llcallyou

lethabo:itwasniceseeingyouLwaziafterso

manyyears

Lwazismiledandhuggedthem both

Lwazi:wearefamilynowdon’tbestrangersyou

guys

shesaidastheygottheirthingsandtheirkids

andwalkedthem tothedoor

Vee:Thanksagain.I’llbewaitingforthatcall



Lwazi:I’llcallIpromiseandifIdon’tyoucan

alsocallasyoucanseemylifeisabouttoget

ruffled

Vee:it’sokay.

Shewavedatthem astheydroveoff.

Sheclosedthedoorandplacedherheadonit,

sayingalittleprayerbeforetakingadeep

breathandgoingbacktothediningarea

ShesatdownnexttoBanzi

Zack:soKatyounowhaveourattention,what

doyouwant?



Kat:whosaidIwantanything?I’m backformy

man.That’smyhusbandnanaIncaseyouhave

forgotten

Isipho:wherehaveyoubeenfor2years?

Kat:wellIwasfoundwashedoffshorebythe

seainCapeTown.Idon’tknowhowIevengot

there.AGoodSamaritanhelpedmetillIgot

backonmyfeet.ItwashardespeciallysinceI

wasblind.Aftergoingtosomanyspecialistone

dayIwokeupseeingblurryandasdayspassed

mysightcleared

Isipho:Ididn’taskwhathappenedtoyou

Kat:ssshhhhdearI’m gettingtothatpart.Ilived



withmyknightforthepasttwoyearsandI

decidedtocomebackandseehowmy

husbandisdoing

Isipho:Isee.Nowthatyou’veseenhim whatdo

youplantodoaboutthat?

Kat:getbackwithhim andwecanraiseour

kidstogether.

Lwazilaughedabitandshookherhead

Kat:didIsaysomethingfunny?

Banzi:youknowKatI’vehadenoughofyou.

Youcaneintomylifeusedyourdarkmagicto

tryandwinmeoveranditworkedbut



eventuallyGodintervened.Ihadtostartmylife

alloverbecauseyougaveyourAmerican

boyfriendandtheLukhekebrothersaccessto

everythingandtheytookmycompany.Mycars

weregoneandsowasthehouseIhadbought.

ForayearIworkedsohardtryingtogetmylife

backtogetherandfeedmy8kids.Lwazi

supporteduswithherbusinessuntilIfinally

madeitandgotbackeverythingIlost.Nowthat

youseeI’m welloffyouwanttocomebackand

causehavocinmylifeagain

katlookedathim andblinkedafewtimes.She

didn’texpecthim tospeakthiswaywithher

Kat:ifcomingbacktomyhusbandiscausing

havocthenIdon’tcare

shesaidstandingupleavingthetable



afewminuteslatershecanebackpullingher

bags

Kat:sowhichonewillbemyroom.

Banzistoodupmarchingtowardsher.Zack

stoppedhim beforehecouldbeatherup

Lwazi:I’llshowyouyourroom

shegotupandhelpedherwiththebagsand

placedherinoneoftheguestrooms

Kat:I’m notsleepinginaguestroom.A

husbandandawifesleepinthemaster

bedroom



shesaidstandingatthedoor

Lwazi:it’seitheryoutakethisoryouleavemy

houseandgobacktowhoeveryoucanefrom.

JustbecauseI’m calm aboutthisdoesn’tmean

I’m scaredofyou.

SheleftasurprisedKatstandingthereand

headeddownstairs

Isipho:areyoucrazyNolwazi?

Lwaziignoredherandbeganplacingthedishes

inthedishwasher

Lwazi:Iknewthisdaywasgoingtocomeand



I’veseenwhatcanhappenifI’m notcalm about

this.IknowwhatI’m doing

Isipho:itdoesn’tlooklikeit

Lwazi:you’llunderstandastimegoeson

Isipho:Iwillneverunderstandmadness

Lwazi:ifyoudon’tcalm downyou’llgivebirth

tonight

Isipho:Idon’tcareI’m alreadytiredofthis

pregnancybutrightnowI’m tiredofyoubeing

kindtoeveryone

Lwazi:saysthemostkindpersonIknow.Don’t



worryaboutme.Gohomeandjustsleep.Ifyou

feelanypainsorcrampsdon’tgotothe

hospitaluntil5am inthemorning.TellZackto

driveyouthereat4:30am.You’lldeliverthat

babyat5am.Ifyougoearliersomethingmight

happenandyou’lllosethatchild.

Isiphotouchedhertummybrushingit.Suddenly

herworryshiftedtoherbaby

Lwazi:Iloveyou

shesaidkissinghercheekasZackgotin

followedbyBanzi

Lwazi:pleasetakeyourwifehome.



ShesaidtoZackwhowenttohiswife

immediately

Banzi:areyouokay?HesaidembracingLwazi

andkissingherhead

Lwazi:I’m fine

thekidscanedownstairsfollowingeachother

zackandhisfamilyleftleavingBanziandhis

bigfamily

theyheadedtotheirmusicroom andbegan

singing.TheQuintsandMirahalwayssatdown

andwatched



theywereagoodaudiencefortherestofthe

singers

Katstoodatthedoorwatchingthem sing.

SeeinghowBanziwaslookingatLwazimade

herheartbreakabit.Shewipedthetearsaway

from herfacequicklybeforeanyonenoticed.

Whenthefamilywasdonesingingtheybegan

praying

Shemovedawayfrom thedoorandwentback

toherroom.
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Katopenedhereyesandwasblindedbythe

sunpushingitsraysinbetweentheblind



shegroanedasshefeltverytired.Shethought

lastnightwasjustadream butherbody

remindedheritwasreal.Sheturnedaroundand

immediatelythenumbnessinbetweenherlegs

caughtherattention

shegroanedoncemore

sheleanedontheheadboardlookingaround

theroom.Lastnightwasthebestsexshehas

hadinawhile

shedoesn’tknowwhathappenedwiththe

sweetboringMuzibutshelikethisnewone

whotookchargeofherbodyandpossessed

herlikeademon

shewasbroughtbacktolifebythedoor

opening.Muziwalkedinandimmediately



flashedasmileather

From hisvoiceshecouldtellhewasona

businesscall.Hepushedthebreakfasttable

towardsthebed

shegotoffthebedandwalkedslowlytowards

thebathroom togobrushherteeth.Herpussy

feltlikeitwasgoingtofalloffandshedidn’t

mindthefeeling.

Afterbrushingherteethshewentbacktothe

bedroom.Thebedwasalreadymadeandbythe

looksofthistheywereeatinginthebalcony

sheworethehotelgownandheadedtothe

balcony

thesetupwasbeautifulandromantic



Muzi:IjustwantedtoremindyouhowmuchI

loveyou

shesmiled

Muzi:Ican’twaitforyourdivorcetobefinalized

sothatIwillstopfeelinglikeI’m doing

somethingwrongbybeingwithyou.Itfeelslike

I’m havinganaffair

Katsmiledawkwardlyandsatdown

Muzisatacrossherandtheybeganeatingover

asmallconversationfilledwithlaughter

Muzi’sheartwassatisfiedseeingtheoldKat



back

Heknewshewasn’tperfectbutshewasperfect

forhim

Katwasquietallofasudden.Hereyeswelled

up,shetriednottocrybuteventuallyshegave

upandletthetearsfall

Muziquicklymovedclosertoherpullingherto

hischest

Kat:I’m sosorrybabe(crying)I’m reallysorry

Muzikeptonbrushingherbackuntilshewas

calm

whenshewasfinallycalm sheheldhishands



andlookedintohiseyes

Kat:myexhusbandneverrefusedwiththe

divorce

Muzigotupandsatbackonhischairlookingat

her

Kat:hehasalwayswantedthedivorceI’m the

onewhorefused.Seeinghim happywithhis

familymademeangry.Hehas8kidsandIhave

none.Ilostmineandachancetohaveany

becauseIwantedhim tojustloveme.Ididn’t

refusedbecauseIwantedhim backbutIjust

wantedhim tosuffer,tofeelwhat’sit’sliketo

wantsomethingthatyoucan’thave

Muzisattherejustlookingather.Hehadhoped



itwasjustacoincidence

Kat:I’m sorrybabe

Muzi:youknow,onmywayhereIwassitting

withsomeguywhoisalawyerhetoldmeabout

hisclientwhoisgoingthroughadivorce,the

wifehaddisappearedfortwoyearsandwas

backbutdidn’twanttogivehim thedivorce.I

justthoughtit’sacoincidencethatyourstories

werethesamebutthemoreIthoughtaboutitI

figuredyouwerethewife.Ieweorderedwhy

you’dlietome.Theworstpartisthatthisman

losthisbusinessbecauseofyouandyou

refusetojustlethim be.ItoldyouIwanted

somethingseriousandifyouarenotsurethen

weshouldn’tbedoingthis.I’m goingbackto

CapeTown.Ifreallyyoulovemelikeyousay

youdothenIexpectyouhomesoon



Kat’sheartpoundedasshelookedintoMuzi’s

eyes.Theywerejustdifferent

Kat:pleasedon’tleaveletmesignthepapers

andgetthedivorcefinalizedandwewillleave

together

Muzilookedather.Hereallylovedherwithall

herflawsbuthejustcouldn’tunderstandhow

shecouldn’tfullyaccepthim andjustlovehim

right

Kat:I’m sorrybabeforgiveme

Thetearsinherfacebrokehisheartasshe

kneltbeforehim begginghim nottoleaveher.

Hetriedtofighttheurgeoffbuthefailedand



pulledheruphuggingher

HourslaterKatgotoutofthecarandheaded

towardsthedoor.Thedooropenedbeforeshe

couldknock

Lwaziwasstandingtherewithasmile.She

couldneverunderstandhowthiswomanwas

abletogiveapersonawarm smileevenifthat

persondidherwrong

Lwazi:tellyourmantocomeinwedon’tbite

KatlookedbackandwavedatMuziwho

steppedoutandwalkedtowardsthehouse

thefollowedLwaziinsideandheadedtothe



diningarea

Lwaziofferedthem seatsbeforedisappearing

somewhereinthehouse.Shecanebackwith

refreshmentsandplacedthem onthetable

beforethem

Lwazi:helpyourselvestoanythingI’llgoget

Lubanzi,hewasbusyplayingwiththeboys

Shedisappearedagainleavingthecouplethere

minuteslatershewalkedbackdownwith

Lubanzifollowingbehindher.Theysatonthe

oppositecouchfacingKatandMuzi

Banzi:I’m sorryIwasn’theretowelcomeyou



guys.Iwasheldupupstairs.

Muzi:it’sokay.Yourwifewelcomedus

BanzilookedatLwaziandsmiled.Hecouldn’t

waittoactuallyrefertoherashiswifeforreal.

Theirsetupfeltliketheywerecohabitating.

Althoughhehadpainherdowrytoherfather

butthefactthatshewasnotMrsJacobs

botheredhim

Banzi:sowhatcanIhelpyouguyswith?

Muzi:I’m MuzomuhleandIbelieveyouknow

Kat.

Banzinodded



Muzi:onherbehalfidliketoapologizeforher

behaviorandforputtingyouguysthrough

everythingshedid

Katclearedherthroat

Kat:WhenIcamebackfrom thestatesI

thoughtI’dfindBanzistillhunguponmebut

unfortunatelyhehadmovedonbutIknewIhad

thatlittleholdoverhim soIusedthatand

exploredit.Iendedupgoingtoconsultsome

withCandy.

Muziheldherhand

Kat:itwasmeanttobesomethingtohelpme

winhim over.Itwasn’tworkingsoIkeptgoing



backuntilitbecamefataltome.Ilostmy

wombandmyunbornbaby.Sittingheretoday

I’llneverhavekidsbecauseofmygreed.I’m

sorryforeverythingIdidtoyouLubanziandI’m

gladyouareokay.Idon’treallyremembermuch

shegotoutthebigbrownenvelopeshewas

carrying

Kat:herearethesigneddivorcepapers

Banzi:thanks.Mylawyerwillbeintouch

hegottheenvelopefrom herandthenlookedat

Muzi

Banzi:itwasnicemeetingyou



hesaidshakinghishandandthenwalkedaway

disappearingaroundthehouse

KatandMuzistooduppreparingtoleave.Lwazi

walkedthem tothedoorandbidthem goodbye

Althoughitwasjustsignedpapersitwasnot

legallyofficiatedbutthatwasenoughtoputher

heartatease

sheclosedthegateassoonastheircardrove

outandwentbackinside

Banziwasonthephonealreadyprobablywith

hislawyer

MrsJohnsonwasstartledwhenhernamewas

calledamongstthepeoplewhohadvisitors.It’s

beenyearsnowwithoutbeingvisitedbyanyone



sothiscameasshocksomuchthatshedidn’t

moveuntiloneofhercellmatespushedher

shewalkedtowardsthesteelbarsplacingher

handsinbetweenthem.Assoonasshewas

cuffedthegateopenedandshegotoutand

followedthewarden

Shekeptwonderingwhothisvisitormightbe

butnothingcametoherheadbecausetheonly

peoplewhowouldvisitherhatehersomuch

thewardentookhertowherehervisitorwas.

Shesatdownandlookedathim.Ithasbeen

yearssinceshelastsawhim.Hewasdead

that’swhatthepolicesaid

shelookedathim andtearsblurredhereyes



Him:HelloNomthandazo

MrsJ:it’sMercynow

Him:you’llalwaysbeNomthandazotome

shelookedathim andpinchedherself

Him:IthoughtIshouldcomeandseeyou.You

havereallygrownnow.

MrsJ:youaredead

him:(chuckling)am I?



MrsJ:howisthispossibleBabalo?

Him:it’spossible.IcameherebecauseI’m

troubled.AftermeetingNolwaziIthought

everythinginmyworldwillbefinebuttheyare

notandtheseerkeepssayingIneedtofindthe

heirtothethrone.AllmysonsthatIknowabout

arealivesocaretotellmeaboutthesonIdon’t

knowabout

MrsJ:whatsonareyoutalkingabout?

Lubabalolookedathershewasjustashe

rememberedonlyshewasabitthinnow

MrsJ:youleftmeinashackwithyourdaughter.

Wherehaveyoubeenalltheyears?Howcould

youfakeyourowndeath?



Hesighedlookingather

Him:Ididn’t.I’m notfrom yourworldIhadtogo

backtomyworld

TearsfilledMrsJohnson’seyes,thisistheman

shelovedwithallherbeingbuthelether

strandedwithababy.

Heknewverywellshehadnowhereelsetogo.

Hehadfoundherbeggingonthestreetsand

waskindenoughtoalwaysgivehermoneyand

foodeverydayandeventuallyhetookhertohis

shack.Forthefirsttimeinalongtimeshewas

abletotakeabathandsmellfresh.Heoffered

herajob.Shewastocleanandcookforhim

andinreturnhewouldgivehersheltermonths

passedandtheystartedfallinginloveand

endedupbeingacouple



MrsJ:doyouknowwhatmeandyourdaughter

wentthroughwhileyouwereinyourworld?

Youweremyworldbutyouleftme

Lubabalo’sheartbrokeashelookedather

Lubabalo:I’m sorrybutyouneedtotellme

wheremysonis

MrsJohnsonshookherheadandstoodup

MrsJ:youwerebetteroffdead.Remaindead

shesaidandwalkedaway



lubabalosighedrubbinghisheadinfrustration.

Wherewouldhebegintolookforasonhenever

knewexisted

hestoodupandwalkedout

Amonthlater

Lwazistoodatthedoorandlookedatherkids

astheygotofftheirfather’scar.Thesextuplets

clappedtheirhandsseeingtheirbrotherand

sister

Theyrantowardsthem whileMirahrantowards

herfatherasalways

Amandlastoodnexttohermom shoutingfor

theothertocomeback



NathanpickedAmandlaupandkissedherall

overmakingherlaugh

BanzikissedLwazibeforetheyallgotinsidethe

house.

Lwazi’sheartwasjusthappybylisteningtothe

noiseherkidsmade.

BanziglancedatKatwhowassittinginthe

diningroom beforewalking

Katsigheddisappointedly.Ithasbeenlikethat

forthepastmonth.Hedoesn’tsayanythingto

herandhetoldhertonotsayathingtohim

unlesssheistellingshehassignedthedivorce

papersandsheisleaving



Herphonerang.Muziwascallingagain.She

didn’tknowwhatshewasgoingtotellhim.M

shehadinitiallycaneheretogetdivorcedbut

alongthewayherplanchangedsheisalsonot

surewhenitchanged.Themomentshe

searchedBanziandsawallhiscareermovesor

themomentshesethereyesonhim.Shehad

beentellingMuzithatBanziwasrefusingbutit

washerwhowasrefusing

“Ijustlanded,comepickmeupatOR”

Imessagefollowedaftershehadlethiscallgo

unanswered

nothingwasreallywrongwithMuzibuthewas

notLubanzi,hewasn’trichlikehim thatwasthe



onlyproblem

shegotherbagandkeystoherrentedcarand

headedtotheairport

shefoundMuzionacall,shegothisbagsand

placedthem onhercarbeforegettingindriver’s

seatanddrivingoff.

Muzi’scallfinallyendedandhefocusedonher

Muzi:isitmeoryouhavelostweight?

yeahshedid.Notbecauseshewasn’teating

butbecauseherheartwasnothappyeveryday.

Watchingthemanshelovedbehappywith

anotherwomanandtheirkidswastorturingher



everyday

Kat:it’sjustyoumylove

shesaidparkingthecaratahotel

Muzi:Ithoughtwe’dgotoyourfriend’shouse

whereyouwerestaying?

Kat:alreadyicantellsheistiredofhavingme

aroundIcan’tbebringingsomeoneelseinto

thepicture.I’llgogetmybagstooandwecan

stayhere

henoddedandgotoutofthecar.

Shesighedandgotoutfollowinghitothe



receptionwherehebookedaroom

aftergettingthekeytheyheadedupstairs

Muzi:gogetyourbagswhileItakeaquickbath.

TellyourfriendI’llmeetheroverlunch

tomorrow.I’m tiredrightnow

Katnoddedandkissedhim beforeheadingout

Muzisighedandheldhischestashesatdown.

Beforehethoughtitwasjusthisimagination

butnowhecouldseethatthingshavechanged.

HeknewverywellKathadnofriends

hewipedhistearsandheadedtotheBathroom



LwazilookedatKatwhowaspullingherbags

outintohercar.Shewantedtoaskwhatwas

goingjustforthesakeofaskingbecauseshe

alreadyknewwhatwashappening

apartofherwasgladthatshe’llfinallyhaveher

housetoherselfandherfamilyandjustmaybe

aKatnightsignthedivorcepapersandherlife

canfinallybeginasMrsJacobs

Banzi:didyousignthepapersKat?

Katclickedhertongueandwalkedpartthem

andgotinhercaranddroveoff

Banzi:andthen?



Lwazishruggedhershouldersandwentbackto

thekitchentofinishpreparingdinner

Zackwalkedinandwatchedhiswifefeedtheir

son

hetookapicturebeforemovingtowardsthem

andkissingthem both

Isipho:pleasetakehim Ineedtofreshenup

Zack:letmerunyouabathfirstandthen

hesaidgettingupandgoingtothebathroom to

runhiswifeabath.Hepouredallherfavorites

isipho:Thankyoubaby.Howwasworktoday?



Zack:itwasokay.Theclientsarehappyand

Banziishandlinghisdivisionverywell.Weare

backbaby

Isiphosmiledandwentintothebathroom

sheleftthedooropensothattheycouldstill

speak

Isipho:isKatstilllivingwiththem?

Zack:yepthat’swhathetoldmethismorning.I

cantellheislosinghispatiencewithherandis

thinkingoftakinghertocourt

Isipho:maybeheshouldey



Zack:hesaidhislawyerwasmeetingwiththe

judgeorsomethingtogethim acourtdate

Isipho:it’sabouttime.Thatgirlislikeathorn.I

don’tknowhowLwaziisabletostaycalm and

coolaboutallofthis.Doyouknowthatshe

foundherinBanzi’sstudyroom starknaked

withherlegswideopen.Shewaswaitingfor

Lubanzibecauseshehadfiguredoutwhathe

doeswhenhegetsbackfrom work.

Zack:hekindadidmentionthattomebutnotin

fulldetails.Hejustsaidshehasbeentryingto

gethisattentioninallwayspossibleusing

seduction

Isipho:yhoooha.athatgirlistoomuchshame



Atthehotel

Katgotinpushingherbags.ShefoundMuzi

watchingtvwhilehavingdinner

Muzi:whydidn’tyoucallwhenyouwere

downstairssothatIcancomehelpyou?

Kat:yousaidyouweretiredsoIdidn’twantto

troubleyou

henoddedwhilesheheadedtothesmallcloset

andplacedherbagsinside

Kat:IhopeyouorderedenoughfoodI’m hungry



Muzi:ifit’snotenoughyoucanordermoreit’s

notaproblem

shestrippednakedandjoinedhim onthecouch.

Hebeganplayingwithherboobswhilesheate

thingsgotheatedupandshestoppedeating

andlaidbackwaitingforhim toenterher.She

hadmissedsexbuttheonlyboringthingwith

Muzihelikemissionary

buttohersurprisehepulledhetowardsthe

edgeofthecouchandflippedherover.

Hewastakingitfrom behind.Shesquirmedas

heenteredher.Shecouldfeelhim deepinside

herandsomehowhefeltbiggerthanshe

remembered



hebeganmovingincreasinghispace.

Likeabacononafryingpanheflippedherover

andoveragain

shehadhadenoughbuthewasstillnot

stopping

hebodywasnumb,shehadcomealloverand

thesheetswerewet

hefinallycameasshewasabouttopassout

hepickedherupandplaceheronthecouch

beforechangingthebedding

heplacedheronthebedandcoveredherup.



Sheclosedhereyesassleepconsumedher

65finale

Ayearlater

Lwazilookedatherselfinthemirror.Shewasn’t

dreamingitwashappening,shewasfinally

goingtobeMrsLubanziJacobs.Shelookedat

Isiphowhowascryingcarryinghersonwho

keptwipingthetearsawayfrom herface

makeupartist:I’m doneandyoulookbeautiful

nowIhavetoredotheemotionallady’smakeup

again

Lwazilaughedshakingherhead.Miracle(Mirah)

gotinfollowedbytherestofthesquad.



Theylookedattheirmom whowaslooking

beautifulinawhitemermaiddress

Nathan:mom youlookbeautiful.

Hesaidgivingherahugandmovingbackward

tolookatheronemoretime

thequintswantedtocomeclosebuttheystood

therelookingattheirmom

Zenkosi:sharpkemama

Hesaid.Lwazilaughedlookingatthem.They

lookedcuteintheirsuits.Theboyswalkedout

withNathanandthegirlsremained



theyjoinedQhamisaandZenandewhowe’re

sittingclickingawayontheirphones

Veegotinlookingbeautifulwithhersmallbaby

bump

Vee:ohbigsisyoulookbeautiful

Lwazismiledlookingather.

Vee:rememberhowweusedtotakemom’s

lacecurtainsandplaybride.Wellthatdayhas

arrivedonlynowyouareinarealgownnotina

whitesheetandlacecurtain

Theybothlaughed.Lwazifannedherselfdrying

upthetearsinhereyes



Themake-upartistfinishedwithIsiphothen

packedherthingsandwalkedout

Isipho:Idon’twanttocryagainsoI’m just

gonnastepoutforsomefreshair

shesaidgettingout.Itwasn’tjustabouthow

Lwazilookedinherdressbuthowhertrueform

wasradiatingasIsipholookedather.Ofcourse

Veecouldn’tseeitshesawthebeautyshe

possessedbutforIsiphoandanyonewitheyes

tosee.Shewasinhertrueform andherbeauty

shinedsobright

Mirahsteppedclosertohermom andtried

touchingthetailofherdress



theothersstoppedher

Mirah:mermaidmommy

shesaidpointingathermom’sdress.

Lwazilookedatherandlookedatherselfinthe

mirror.Hertrueform wasshowing

shelookedatMirahagainbutshewasplaying

withhersisters

herheartpoundedassherealizedwhatthis

couldmeanaboutherdaughter.Ifshecould

seehertrueform thenitmeansshehasagift

Isiphogotbackin



Isipho:it’stime

shesaidtothetwosisterswhowereholding

eachother

Thegirlsworetheirshoesandgotupgetting

readytowalkout

imagewatchedthem walkdowntheaisleand

waitedforafewsecondsforhersongtobegin.

Shecouldn’tunderstandwhyshewassuddenly

sonervousbecauseshehasbeenlivingwith

thismanforaverylongtime,hecktheyhave8

kidstogether

thedoorsopened,thecrowdstoodupasbog

herandVeewalkeddowntheAisle.



Shelookedateveryoneasshepassedthem

Theysmiledatherwipingtheirtears.

Shelookedaheadathermanandshecouldsee

thathewascrying.Zackwaspattinghis

shoulder

shelookedonthefloorandshesworeshesaw

theAquaworld

shelookedathersiblingssittingonthefront

rowseatssmilingather

Aquasmiledatherwinking.Zanelelookedat

andmurmured“youarebeautiful”

shelookedatthefourcornersoftheroom and



thewarriorangelswerestandingtherereadyto

defendthem

TheyfinallyreachedBanziandVeehandedher

overandheadedbacktoherseat

Theyheldhandsandmovedtowardsthe

podium

Zacksmiledlookingatthem

Zack:I’m surethecrowdisconfusedthatI

walkedinasthebestmanandnowI’m standing

thissideabouttoofficiatethiswedding

thecrowdlaughed



Zack:I’m amanofmanytalentsey.Mayweall

bowourheadsandpray

Theyallprayedandtheyproceededwith

everything

Banzi:youlookbeautifulmylove.Iwish

everyonecouldseeyouthewayIseeyou.I

rememberthedaywefirstmet,myheart

poundedsobadlythatIthoughtIwasgoingto

die.IhadcuttheinterviewsforaPAbecauseI

wastiredandnoonewasinterestingbutyou

forcedtoseeme.YoutoldmehowunfairIwas

becauseyoucamealongway.Yousaida

mouthfulandallthattimeIwasn’treally

focusing,Icouldseeyourlipsmovebutmy

eyeswerefocusedonyourbeauty.Ihiredyou

andyoudidyourjobverywell,buteachtimewe

hadabriefingIwouldn’thearathingsoyou



endedupmakingstickynotesthatyouare

lacedinmyofficebathroom,onmyscreen,on

mydesksothatIwouldn’tforget,thathelpeda

lotey.We’vebeenthroughsomuchtogether,so

muchthatitfeelslikealifetime.I’m standing

heretodayinfrontofeveryonepromisingto

loveyouandourchildrentillItakemylast

breath

heplacedtheringonherfinger

Lwazi:Ishould’vespokefirstbecausenowI

don’tknowwhattosay.Youcameintomylife

whenIwasjustpickingthepiecesofmylife.I

wasscaredbecauseIdidn’tknowhowIwas

goingtosurvive.Whenthingsdidn’tgowell

betweenusIsatdownandsaidtomyself“girl

youknewamanonlycomestomessupyour

life,onlyafewstayandbuildyou”.Atsome



pointIgaveupandstartedlivingmylifewhile

youlivedyoursbutIneverreallygotridofyou

becauseIwasboundedyouyoubysomething

thatwouldn’tgoaway.IfoundoutIwas

pregnantandIknewyou’llalwaysbeinmylife.I

triednottoloveyoubutIfailed,triedliving

withoutbutIfailed.Youremindedmethe

importanceofGodinourlives,yourevivedmy

faithinGodandyouopenedmyeyesintoa

differentworld,yourworld.TodayI’m makinga

vowtoloveyoutillIclosemyeyesforever,I

promisetonotgiveyouanymorekidsbecause

wehavealotalready.

Thecrowdlaughed

Lwazi:butaboveallIpromisetoalwaysbeby

yourside,holdingyourhandandIpromiseto

prayforyoursafetyeverychanceIget.And



lastlyIpromisetobefaithfulandtruetoyoufor

aslongaswebothshalllive.

Sheplacedhisringonhisfinger.

Zack:afterthatthereisnothingelsetodo

exceptThatIknowpronounceyouhusbandand

wifeandforyoubrotokissyourbride

Banzileavesinandkissedhiswifeasthecrown

clappedtheirhands

camerasflashedandthecrowdclappedtheir

handsasthenewlywedskissed

~~~~~~Theend~~~~~


