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Ihavebeenstaringathersleepingsobeautifullyyou

wouldn'ttellit'sthesamelittlemonsterthatdrives

mecrazytillIreachapointofwantingtopullmyhair

andcrymyeyesout.Ibelieveshegetsthese

tendenciesfromherXhosagrandmothernooffence

Ilovemymotherbutthereissomethingabout

Xhosawomennengxoloanddrivingpeopletothe

loonybin,beatsmehowDadendedupwithherand

thefactthatsheaprincipalofaschoolandhappens

tobemybossmeansIhavetoworkevenharder.

Sherubshereyesherfaceisscrunchedit'stoocute

nototakeapictureIsnapafewandsendthemto

fatherIknowhowhewilllovethem.

Hecallsimmediatelymywholefacelightsupthis

manismyrockhehastakenaroleofbeingafather

tobothmeandSiyamthandaNqobileZwane.

"Iwantherback"hesayswithlaugh

"AmIthatinvisible,unimportantthatyoudon'task

howIam"helaughsevenmore



"That'smyprincessIamcomingovertotakeherfor

theweekend"hesays

"Hauwhataboutme"helaughsendingthecallI

reallydon'thaveachildIshouldhavenamedher

Ngowethusincesheisn'tmine.

ImakemyselfusefulbycleaningandcookingIthink

IshouldcallSizwebutmymindgoesagainstit,My

fatherdoesn'tlikehimatallbutMomisdifferent

wellIthinkit'sbecausehehasmoneyspeakofthe

devilhewalksinItendtoforgetthathehaskeysto

myapartment.

"HeyBaby"hesayskissingmycheek.

"HeyIthoughtyouwereworkingtoday"Isaybuthis

eyesaren'tfocusedonmeheisbusylookingaround

"NoIcametotakeyououtforlunch"hesayswitha

serioustone.

"IamsorryIcan'tSiyamthandaisaround"henods

andIcantellheisn'timpressedwhenwestarted

datingItoldhimthatIhaveadaughterandhewas



okaybutlatelyhehasbeenweirdwellhehasn'tsaid

anythingbuthisactionstelladifferentstory.He

staysforlunchandleaveswhenmydadarrives.

"Idon'tlikethatboy"hesayssettlingonthecouch.

"Babapleasenottoday"IsaydishingupIdon'tlike

arguingwithhim

"Whenwillyouseethatthisboyisnotinitforthe

longrun"IhuffandplaceourplatesIsaygracehe

looksimpressed.

"Babaletmelearnfrommymistakeplease"Isay

takingasipofmyjuice

"LikeyoudidwithSiyamth.."hestopswhenhe

realiseswhathewasabouttosayIstandupandgo

getSiyamthanda'sclotheswakingherupisno

hasslethementionofGrandpabearhasherin

differentsocksandmesseduphairheadingout.

DadcalledtotellmetheyarrivedsafelyIdidn'tfeel

liketalkingtoSiyamthandabecauseIknewmyheart



wouldjustbreak,IrememberwhenIfoundoutIwas

pregnantat17thefirstthingIthoughtofwaswho,

whoismybaby'sfatherandthesecondthingwasto

haveanabortionandforgetitall.Tearsdecendwhen

ithitsmeIdon'tknowwhoSiyamthanda'sfatheris

allbecauseofonestupidnight,Lastpaper

celebrationsandIlostmyvirginitytoastrangerIstill

rememberhewasnotloudnotintermsofspeaking

justthewayhecarriedhimselfhegrabbedand

commandedattentionwithouttalkingallthegirls

weregagaoverhimandwhenheapproachedmeI

tookthatasachancetohavemyfirstkissbutit

turnedouttobemorethanthat,hetookmetohis

placeIthinkandthat'swhenithappenedbutwhenI

wokeandIwasinhisarmstheroomreekedof

alcoholandthatwasitIsneakedoutashamedand

feelingdirtynotknowingIwascarryinghisseed.My

daughterwillonedayaskthisbigfrightening

questionandIwillhavetobreakherheartandreveal

thathermotherwasaonenightstand.

IwipemytearsawaywithasmilenotoncedidIever

resentorhatemybabygirlbecausesomewhere



deepdowninmyheartIthinkit'snotbychancebut

destinythatsheismine.

......
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Icallmymomjusttothankherforthedressshe

choseitandhaditdeliveredtome.

"Enkosimamangelokhweinhle"

"Onlythebestforyoumntanami"shesighsheavilyI

knowshewillaskaboutherhusband"youfathertold

mewhathappenedheissorryhedidn'tmeantosay

thatyouknowweloveyouguysandonlywantthe

bestforyouright"shesaysontheotherend

"Mawhenwillheeverforgivemekuniningixolisa

sometimesitfeelslikehelovesSiyamthamorethan

me"shelaughs

"OhhayiPhiwomntanamiyourfatherlovesyouhe



justhatesSizweandIdon'tgetitlamfanais

respectfulandhelovesyou"shesaysmomthinks

SizwewillbehersonInlaw.

"Thenheshouldn'tbringthepastupIknowImessed

upbigtime"Isaywithtearsthreateningtocomeout.

"OkayIwilltalktohimIloveyoumybaby"shesays

andIcan'tstoplaughingshestilltreatsmelikea

child.

"Iloveyoutoomama"

"BeforeIgoareyoustillsurethattheboydidn'ttake

advantageofyou"sheaskshervoicebreakingshe

stillcan'tgetoverwhathappened.

"MaforthelasttimeSiyamthandaisnotachildof

rapeokayImightnotknoworrememberherfather

butwhathappenedwasconsensual"Iendthecall

myparentscanbetoomuchattimes.

Weallhavethatonefriendwhoisfaketheonethat

neversaysnicethingsaboutyou,thetypethatsmiles

butit'snotgenuineyouknowthemmoestheyare

goodatpassingremarkswellIthinkIhaveoneof

thosefriends,IamaccompanyingSizwetooneofhis



manybusinessdinnersifit'snottheirlongboring

speechesit'sthepretentiouslaughandrude

comments.IfIdidn'tlovehimIwouldspendtherest

ofmydaygivingtotheneedy

ItwirlonemoretimeforAphiweandMpumithe

dressfitsperfectlyit'sablackbodyhuggingdress

withaslitandaplungingneckline.

"MtaseyouarebeautifulSizwewillloveit"Aphiwe

sayswithasmile.

"Yeahbutthenecklineisjusttoomuch"Mpumisays

drinkingherglassofwineAphiwetiltsherheadI

knowmycousinwantstoblowagasketbutshejust

laughssarcastically.

"Ohwellthedressishereanditlooksgoodonher"

Shesayswithasmirk

"Ifyousaysothoughyouknownothingabout

fashion"Mpumisayswithasmilethesetwoarecat

anddogbuteitherwaythisdresslooksgoodonme

andSizwewilldefinitelyloveit.

ThetwoargueaboutthedresswhileMpumiplays

fashionpoliceAphiweplaysthecriticit'sthesame



thingbasicallyjustdifferentnames,Aphiweismy

cousinfrommom'ssideofthefamilytheonly

personwhoneverjudgedmewhenItoldherhow

Siyamthawasconceived,youseewhenyourparents

loveandsupportyoutheystandbyyounomatter

howmanytimesyouhavemessupandthencomes

yourwholefamilytheymightnotunderstandorgetit,

Itreallydoesn'tmatterbecauseeventuallytheyturn

outtobeyourbiggestenemyandcriticespecially

thosethatgotochurchLordhelpthosepeoplethey

arethemostjudgementalbunch.

Itakeaquickshowerandfixmyselfupmymanwill

behereanymomentnow,Itiemyweaveandgofora

morenaturallookontheface,Ilookgreat

presentableandworthytoaccompanySizwe,Iwait

forhimtillhecallstellingmeheisoutsideIhavea

thingforsleekcarsbutalsobigcarsthoughIam

cluelesswhenitcomestothem,hegivesmeakiss

openingthedoorhedoesn'tevenpaymeany

complimentsheisfocusedonhislaptopprobably

workstuff.Wegettotheplaceanditispackedas



alwayswithbigspenderswhohaveeyecandy'son

theirarmssometimesIthinkthesedinnersarejusta

fronttoflauntandboastaboutwhohasthemost.

Wewalkhandinhandhehasasmileonhisfaceas

alwaysSizweistheonlychildandhisfathergives

himeverythingonasilverplatternotthathe'snot

hardworkingbutyouknowwhatImeanbornwitha

silverspoon,hisbusinesspartnersarealways

flirtatiousthrowingcomplimentshereandthereas

alwaysnothingspecial.seeIpreferAlphamalesnot

thefowardIhavemoneytypeofguys.wemingletill

myfeethurt.

"BabymyfeethurtIneedachair"heforcesasmile

andleadsmeclosertothebar.

"Phiwothisisanimportantnightformepleasedon't

embarrassme"hesayscoldlyIamtakenabackby

hisstatementsincewhenamIanembarrassment.

"HaiboSizweIamtiredandIwilltakeaseat"he

roughlygrabsmyarminadiscreetway.

"Iseethissluttishdressisdrivingyoucrazy"hesay

underhisbreathohthat'swhyhehasn'tsaid



anythingthedressupsetshim.

"Youwillletgoofmenow"hetightneshisgrib

havingmewinceinpain.

"Youwillnottalktomelikethatfatherlesschildof

yoursuyangizwa"hesayswithsomuchdisgustI

raisemyhandtoslaphimbutheholdsit.

"Whatdidyoujustsay"IaskwithapingofhurtIwas

goingtotellhimwhenthetimewasright.

"Youheardmeseqamgwaqondini"Ipullawayfrom

hisgripandstrutmybehindtothecar.Idon'tcareif

heiscomingornotItellthedrivetogetmehome

immediately.Igethomeunlockingthedoorassoon

asIturnonthelightssomeonegrabsmebythehair

andsmashesmyheadtothewalkthelightsturnon

andtomysurpriseSizweisstandingovermeIhave

alwaysknowthathehadatemperbutdidIdidnot

seecoming.

"Soyougiveyourselfuptostrangersbutnotme

yourboyfriend"hesayschargingtowardsme.

"SizwewaitIwasgoingtotellyouIjustdidn'tknow

how"hechuckleswhenIsaythat.



"HowaboutSizweIwasonceawhoreandIhavea

fatherlesschild"hehissesmyangerrises.

"Thatismychildyouwillnottalkaboutlikethat"he

pullsmyhairmakingmestandandslapfollows

makingmetumbletofloor

"Sizweplease"helooksdifferentlikeangrydifferent.

"TodayIamgoingtoteachyoualessonyouhaveto

knowwhoisthemanbetweenthetwoofus"he

takesofhisbeltandstartswhippingmeyouknow

thosethickexpensiveleatherbeltsthattearinto

yourfleshthat'swhatfeelslike.IcrytillIcan'tblood

iscomingoutfromeyethecutfromthewall,he

undressesmeandIfeellikeacorpsedeadmyfather

hasneverbeatenmeupevenwhenItoldthemabout

thepregnancyhejustwalkedout.

HepicksmeupandgetsmeintothebathtubI

screaminagonythishurtsbutinafewminutesmy

bodygoesnumbtothesaltywaterheliftsmyhead

upandtearsfallfromhishandsomeface.

"IloveyouokaybothyouandSiyamthaaremylife"

hesaysIjuststarebackathimnoemotionon



displayIjustwanthimawayfromme.

"Iamtalkingtoyoudammit"heshoutsbutmy

mouthfeelstiedup

"Phiwodon'ttestme"heshoutsmoreIhavethis

thingoffeelingagitatedwheneversomeoneshouts

atme.Andthefactthatihavestubbornstreakgoing

onisn'thelpingheforcefullylowersmeintothe

waterdrowningme,Iscratchhisarmhebringsme

upforair.

"IsaidIloveyou"hesaysonemoretimebutIcan'tI

justcan'tsayit.

"Whyaresostubbornhuhwhycan'tyoubelikeother

womensubmissiveandrespectful"hepullsmy

weaveonemoretime.

"IloveyoutooSizwe"Isaywithtearsstrollingdown

hekissesmeandIfeeldisgustthiscan'tbemy

Sizwe.

Hehelpsmeoutthewaterdrainsthewaterand

helpsmeintomypyjamasthegashonmyuppereye

incoveredupnicelyyouwouldswearhehassome

experienceinallthisbacausethehouseisalready



cleanedup.

"Whydidyouhitme"Iasklookingstraightintohis

eyes.

"BecauseIloveyouandIdon'twanttoloseyou"he

saysandmyinnermelaughsatsuchapathetic

answerwhathappenedtocommunicating.

Hetucksmeinandsayshewillcomebackhejust

needsafewthingfromthepharmacyassoonIhear

thedoorascrambleoutthebedlookingformy

phoneandIcan'tseemtofinditthedoorislocked

andIamstuckohLordwhathaveIgottenmyself

into.

.....

Weshare,welikeandcommentifthereisno

improvementthenIsimplydon'tpost.

Beautifulmorningtoyouall
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TheweekendisoverandIhavebeenlockedupI

haven'tspokentomybabyandthatalonehurtsbut

it'sforthebest,Iamevenafraidtoaskformyphone

incasehesnapsjustlikewhenIaskedhimwhyhe

lockedmeuphealmostchewedmyheadoff.Sizwe

ishandsomeandarrogantbutIneverpicturehimas

anabuser.Iwalkoutmybedroomandfindhim

shirtlessmakingbreakfastthispicturedoesn'teven

makemewet,whenIfirstmetSizweItoldhimalot

ofthingsonebeingIamcelibateandduringthe

weekendallthatwentoutthewindowfiveyearsof

beingcelibateandjustlikethathewantedsexandI

gaveittohimbutwhatIwasIgoingtodoafter

beingbashedthesexwasn'twhatIthoughtIwould

somuchfordaydreaminghewasn'teventhatgentle

prick.

"MorningImadebreakfast"hismoodisonahigh

today

"Ohthankyou"heoffersmefoodandIcan'tenjoyit

whatifheputpoison.

"IamsorryIshouldn'thavedonewhatIdidbutyou

arehealingnicely"hesaysnervouslyInodandeat



"IwouldappreciatearesponsewhenIamtalkingto

you"IswallowhardandforceasmilebecauseIdon't

knowwhattosay.

"WhotoldyouaboutSiyamthanda"Iaskchewing

downthisdeliciousbacon

"NooneIjusthearditinpassingandIgotangryto

thinkthatthewomanIamplanningafuturewithis

hidingsomethinglike"hepauseswipingnonexisting

sweat.

"SizweIwasn'thidinganythingbutthatdidn'tgive

youtherighttohitme"helaughsabitasinister

laugh.

"OnedayyouwillseethatIdidthatbecauseIlove

youandsaidIwassorrydropit"hesaysbangingthe

tableweeatinsilenceoncethatisdonehewashes

thedishesandkissesmegoobye.

Istartcleaninglikeamadwomaneveryconerofthis

houseneedstobespotlessIsomehowthink

cleaningwillerasewhathappenedbutitwon'tthe

wallwillremainaconstantreminderormaybeI

shouldpaint.



Itakeabathandwearmylongblackandwhite

dressthatshowsoffsomeassItiemyweavetake

mykeysanddrivehome.listeningtofreshlyground's

buttercupImissmybabysomuchthedriveislong

becauseIneedtobracemyselfmom'shugscanbe

adragtheyarethatfuzzywarmplacethatopensup

floodgates.

IdriveinandthemomentIkilltheengine

Siyamthandaisoutsideshehasonehandinherhip

tappingafoot.

"Heybaby"Isaythinkingsheisgoingtoruntoward

mebutnothingshetapsherfootonemoretimethen

turnsonherheels.

Iwalkinsideandthewholefamilyisherekonjeit's

holidays.

"WhathappenedtoyouItriedcallingyoubutibi

shayaepalini"Aphiweaskswithasillysmileifonly

sheknew.

"MaybeshewasmakinganotherSiyamthanda"

Zolekasaysputtingsomeemphasisonmybaby's



nameweallknowwhatshemeans.

"HayiZoewhat'swrongwithyou"Aphiweasks

"Misshighandmightherehadachildandnoone

saidanythingbutwhenIgotpregnantyouallhad

somethingsay"shesayshervoiceafewoctaves

high

"AndthisiswhymyDaddislikesyoursideofthe

family"Isayclickingmytonguemymom'ssideof

thefamilyisajoykill,IproceedtowhereSiyamthais

afrownonIgoonmykneesthethingswedowhen

grovelling.

"Iamsorry"shelooksatmewithhereyessquint

"Don'tyoulovemeanymore"sheaskstiltingher

head.

"WhatIloveyoumorethananythingyouaremy

heart"shesmileswhenIsaythesheisoneofthose

extraordinarykidswellthat'swhatthedoctorsaid

whenIcouldn'tunderstandsomeofthethingsshe

wasdoingatherageandhersmartmouthmom

lovesSiyamthandaandalwaysdragsheralongto

wherevershegoesandbragsabouthersupersmart



granddaughter.

"Imissedyou"Iattackhersmallbodyinhalingher

hairshe'sgotbeautifullonghairneverbeencut

before

"Doyouloveme"sheaskswithhersmile

"YesIdo"

"Why"sheasksgiggling

"BecauseyouaremybabyandIgavebirthtoyou"

sheshakesherheadlaughing

"Idotrustyoumommy"shesaysrunningoffthat's

howmostofourtalksendwithherrunningaway.

IfIknewthisplacewouldbecrawlingwithkidsI

wouldhaveboughtafewthingsontheway,Ihaven't

seeyfatherandthatworksperfectlyfinewith

me.Momwalksoverandjoinsme.

"Wemissedyouovertheweekend"Shesays

brushingmyhand.

"IwasbusymabutIamherenow"shenods

"MahasDadeverlaidahandonyou"Iasklookingat



thecarefreekids.

"WhatneveryourfathermaylookscarytypicalZulu

manbutheisthesweetestinfacthedetestwoman

abuser"shepausesforawhileIthinkmyquestionis

sinkingin"Youofallpeopleknowthisheputssuch

peopleawayforalongtime"

"IhearyouMa"Isaysniffing

"Iseverythingokaymybaby"Isimplynodandrest

myheadonherlapwestayinawkwardsilenceI

wishIcouldcryoutsoloudbutIcan'tIcan'tletmy

daughterseemytearsnotiftheyaren'ttearsofjoy.

Irunaroundchasingthekidstheylookso

happy,AphiwecomesrunningtellingmethatSizwe

isinthehouselookingforme.

SiyamtharunsbeforemeshelovesSizwesoIguess

it'snaturalsheactsthiswayIrunafterherandfind

herinhisarms.

HestandsupandkissesmycheekMomissmitten

byallthis.



"IamsorryforcominglikethisIcametofetchmy

fiance"hesayscheerful

"What"Iaskdumbfounded

"Haubabydidn'tyoutellyourparentsthegood

news"heaskshaibowhatgoodnewsImustbeslow

whichisnotgoodMastartsululating.

"Sizwewhatisthis"Iwhisper

"Thisisusgettingengaged"hesayshisgripgetting

tighteronmywaist.

"Yourfatherisgoingtobeexcitedthisisgreatnews

Phiwo,Sizwewilltakecareofyouohmybabyis

gettingmarried"sheexcitinglysays

"Mawillyoustopitpleasejuststop"Isnap

somethingIdon'tusuallydo

.

.

Thedrivetomyplaceislongandawkwardwejust

droppedPhumioffatherplace.



IamangrythatSizwethinkshecandictatemylife

thisoneneedssomeboilingoil.

Wegethomeandtheplaceissettoamoreserene

beautifulromanticscene.

Heleadsmeinsidethehouseandgetdownonhis

kneeswitharingbox.

"WillyoumarrymePhiwokuhleZwane"Iimmediately

shakemyheadbackingawayuyahlanyaloifhe

thinksIwillmarryhiscrazyarse.

"PhiwoIamaskingyounicelywillyoumarryme"I

lowlychuckle.

"LalelabhutiIamnotgoingtomarryyouplease

leavemyhouseanddon'tyouevercomebackokay

kuphelileuyezwa"hestandsupcamlyandtakesout

agunpointingatme.

"Youthinkthisisagamehuhputtheringon"he

sayswithastraightfacehelooksdifferentlikethose

peoplewithmultiplepersonalitiesbutthat'snotit

maybeSizwewasalwayslikethisIjustdidn'tsee

thesigns.



"SizwepleaseIdon'twanttogetmarried"hecuts

meshort.

"Soawungifuni"heaskswithasmirk

"Sizweit'stoosoonpleaseputthegundown"he

cocksthegunandimagesofSiyamthandalaughing

passandtearsstreamdonelikeVictoriafalls"

Hawemapleasedon'tkillme"

"Thenputtheringon"heshoutsIobligeputtingthe

ringonhepullsinforakiss.

"IloveyouPhiwo"henodslikeheistryingto

convincehimself

"Iknow"hehugsmetightwhileIholdmybreathif

thisishowfearfeelslikethenIamsorrythisisnot

forme.

......

Participationiskeybakithi
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Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithmeamIafoolfor

stayingwiththismanyesyouheardrightIam

officiallyengagedtoSizwehesayshelovesmeand

IknowhedoesheckwhoamIfoolingIamscaredof

whatmyfamilymightthinkIcouldn'tkeep

Siyamtha'sDadthenandIcan'tkeepamannow,fear

ofhavingpeopletalkbehindmybackit'ssillyIknow.

Ihaven'tseenmyownfamilyinaweekIremember

tellingSiyamthathatIwouldneverleaveheralone

nowthatIwouldbealwaystherebuthereIam

reminiscingaboutbrokenpromisestearsfallwhenI

lookatmybruisedfaceIlaughatmyreflectionwho

wouldhavethoughtmethedaughterofthemost

highlyrespectedJudgeturnedtoapunchingbag,but

that'sjusthypocrisytalkinganyonecanbeabused.I

wipemytearswhenIhearthedoorunlock.

"Haubabywereyoucrying"heaskswithafrown

"NoIwaspractisingtearsforyourfuneral"helaughs

kissingmycheek

"Ohyouarefullofjokes"hesayssarcastically

"SizweIwanttoseemydaughter"Isaywithmy



handsclasped.

"Hayiwhatwillmyprincesssaywhensheseesyou

likethis"hesays

"CanIcallthematleastpleaseIwon'tsayanything"I

begbutheflatoutrefuses.

"Tillyougetitthroughyourthickskullthatyouare

mineandwearehappyjustbehaveandstopmaking

melookbadthenmaybeIwillletyoucall"hesays

walkingawayIcollapsetofloorwhathappenedwe

werehappyheworshippedthegroundIwalkedon

butbutnowhedespisesme.

Itakeabathandrelaxputonsomeclothesand

make-uptolookgoodthiswillbealongday,Iwalkto

thekitchenandfindanoteattachedtothefridge.

*Iamsorrytakethemycardandgospoilyourself

takemycardon'teventhinkofgoinghomeIam

pickingSiyamthaforlunch*Mybloodboilshecan

messwithmeasmuchashewantsbutnotmybaby

girl.

Imakeafewstopsattheshopsandgetsomefood

fortheshelterIusuallyhelpoutat,theladiesare



happytoseeme,Iseenewfacesandthereisonein

particularwholookssohandsomeIcouldjumphim.

"Andthenwhoisthatguy"IaskSimmy

"Ohyoumeanthehunk"shesayslaughing"Notsure

heisknew,hebarelyspeaksorsaysanythinghehas

beencominghereforpastfewweekshenceyou

don'tknowhim"shesayswithasmile

"Oh"Isaylookingaroundheseemstohavevanished.

IunpackafewthingsandheadforhomeIcan'twait

toseemybabythedrivehomeisrushedandsloppy

Ihitsomeonecausinganaccident,apartofme

wantstojustrunawayandtheChristianinmegets

outandIrealiseIjustknockedthepoorhomeless

guydamnhelooktohandsometobehomelessI

chastisemyselfforthinkinglikethisakind

gentlemancallsanambulancebythetimeitarrivesI

providedetailssinceIamresponsibleforhis

accidentmightaswellputhimupinacomfy

hospital.

InsteadofdrivinghomeIheadbacktomyapartment

thatcrazybastardmighthavebroughtSiyamthanda



with.

IparkoutsideandjustasIhavesaidhiscarishereI

runtomyapartmentandthedoorisslightlyopenI

hearsoundsmorelikepleasurescreamsandmoanI

walktomybedroomandSizweisdeepinballsand

everythinginsideMphumi.IgaspandSizwejumps

uphismanhoodstillsprung,Mphumihasasmirkon

herface.

"Sizwe"Isaymyvoicecomingoutinawhisperhe

triestouchingmebutIbackawayithurtsbutnot

thatmuch.

"It'snotwhatitlookslikebabypleaseletmeexplain"

hesaydressingupIlookatMpumiandthereisno

ounceofremorseIthinkbackandthethingsSizwe

wouldbeatmeupforareexactlywhatshewould

saytalkaboutvenom.

"Itwasyouwasn't"shelookssurprised

"Ukhulumangani"sheasksplayingdumb

"YoutoldSizweaboutSiyamtha'sfather"tearsfall

whenitclicksalltherumorshecamehomewith

weresomedirtypillowtalkbetweenthetwoofthem



it'spartlyherfaultthatIamlivingthishell.

"YoufedhimliesaboutmehowcouldyouMphumiI

thoughtyouweremyfriendkantiyouarejusta

whoreyouknowwhatyoucanhavehimyoudeserve

eachother"IsayslappingSizwe

"ItoldyoubabyPhiwoneedstobetaughtalesson"

shesayslikeaheadmistressIgofromSizweto

MphumiIpullherweaveIamgoingtotakeoutall

myangeronher.

Shescreamsforhermanwhoyanksmeoffher

throwingmeagainstthewall

"Ukufakileikhubalongiyabona"Isayliftingmyhead

thattheproblemwithstubbornpeoplewejustdon't

knowwhentogiveup.

HestartshittingmeIswearIwillhaveaconcussion

myheadisbangedtothewallblowafterblowhe

keepspunchinghefinallygivesinandstompson

me.thepainisimmenseIcan'tevenbreathproperlyI

hearfootstepsandsoundoutofreach.thedoor

slamshardandthat'sitmyfriendandfianceleftme

fordead,Icrawlusingmystomachmywholebodyis



achingbutthereisliterallyonethinginmymindI

madeapromiseandIfailedifImakeoutaliveIwill

dorightbymydaughter.Ireachmybagifonlytears

couldleaveatraillikethisbloodthenpeoplewould

realiseIcriedtillIcouldn't,tillmakingitoutalivewas

theonlyoption.

Myeyesarealmostshuthereallydidanumberon

me,IcallmyDadhisnumberisonspeeddial.

"Babapleasehelp"hesoundsirritatedIsobabit

loudereachtimeIinhaleorexhalethepainshoots

righttomyheart.

"Phiwowhat'swrong"heaskinapanic

"BabaIamsorry"Myphonesswitchesoffbeforei

cansayanythingfurthermaybethisismepayingfor

leavingthatguyandnotbotheringmyselfIclosemy

eyesbaskinginthepainit'spatternofsharpblowsI

driftawayholdingontohopethatmyfathergets

hereintime.

.....



Thankyouforparticipatingmaywecarryon

Butlet'sincreasethoselikesoneachinsertand

sharethepage.
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Iwakeuptothesmelloffreshflowersandslaps

whicharenotpleasantthebrightlightissensitiveto

myeyesbutIopenthemnonthereless,Siyamthanda

isontopofmethepainisbareabletearswellupand

fallIholdhertightwellIthinkIambecausemyarm

isbandaged.Myheadhurtsseeingmybabymakes

myheartmeltbutwhointheirrightmindsbringsa

childtothehospitalmyparentsthough.

"Khulumommyisawake"shesaysjumpingupand

down

"Ouch"IsayflinchingMomisbymysideinseconds

"Servesyoucanright"Dadsayswalkingouthisact

breaksmyheart.

"Baba"Icalloutwitheverybitofenergyinme.



"CalmdownPhiwo"Masayspleading

"IamsorryMa"Isayblinkingtearsaway

Siyamthandalooksconfused,Matakesherand

walksoutwithhershecomesbackaferawhile

wipinghertears.

"WhyPhiwothat'sallIwanttoknow,whywouldyou

putyourlifeatrisklikethat"sheaskswithasad

smile.

"Idon'tknowMaIamsorry"Isayrunningoutof

words

"HayieverytimenguwenonyorinyoriPhiwodoyou

knowhowmanywomenlosetheirlivesatthehands

oftheirpatnershuhdoknowthatwomenand

childrengetabusedkilledeachandeverydayinthis

countrywhy"sheshoutsbreakingdown

"Haveyouseenmecryhuhbruisedandbatteredby

yourfather,wheredidyouseethatbecauseinmy

houseweneverexposedyoutoxicthingsonly

teachingsPhiwo"shesaysslowlybreathingout

"Mamaplease"sheshakesherhead



"Youdidn'tthinkaboutusnordidyouthinkabout

yourchild"shesayskissingmyforeheadandwalks

away.

Isobtryingbyallmeanstomufflemysobsmy

throatisparchedmyheadfeelslikeit'saboutto

explode.

Thedoctorwalksinandimmediatelywalkstoward

meshesmileswipingmytears,sheisbeautifulshe

backsawaycomposingherself.

"It'sgoodtoseeyouawake"shesayswithasoft

laughIspotgrillsorisitplatinumatthebackshe

hasthistomboyyishlookgoingonIknowthis

becauseIgrewupinahousefullofboysandI

becameoneoftheguys.

"HowlonghaveIbeenout"shelooksuncomfortable

bymyquestion.

"Howlong"Isayinsisting

"Justacoupleofdaysyourheadinjurybeingthe

maincause,fewbruisesandthebrokenarm"she

saysjottingsomethingdown.



"OhIsee"Isayswallowinghardmythroatisburning.

"Youwereluckytohavebeenbroughthereintime

anyway"shesayslikeshejustremembered

something"Iamdoctorkhaya

Shesayswithanawkwardsmile.

"Canyougetmesomewaterplease"shenods

bringingaglassofwaterhelpingmedrinksheistoo

closethatIinhalehermancolognesomeoneclears

theirthroatshequicklymovesalmostspillingwater

onme.

MyDadwalksinandDoctorkhayahurriedlywalks

away,myfatherisonofthemostrespectedand

fearedpeopleIknowbutunderallthatheisasofty

grandpabearasSiyamthandacallshim,Itrysitting

uptonoavailmystomachhurtsandheisjust

standingtheredoingnothing.IhatefeelinghelplessI

lookupwithtearscomingoutItryonemoretime

butnothingsoIjustgiveupandlookdown.

"Whycan'tyoueveraskforhelp"heaskssitting

down



"Ihatethefactthatmystubbornnesshasrubbedoff

onyouthatmypridehasrubbedoffonyou"hesays

withachuckle

"Iamsorry"Isaymyeyesstillnotlookingathim.

"Arewesuchbadparentsthatyouwouldstayand

nottellusthatboywashittingyou"heasks

clenchinghisfists.

"It'snotyourfaultBabayouaregreatparentsplease

don'tblameyourself"heshakeshishead

"Thenwhymakemeunderstandyouknowthecases

Imakerulingsonhowexhaustedandpainfully

drainingmyfindingsare,youwantmetopresideon

myowndaughter'sdeathagain"Ishakemyhead

bitingmylowerliprememberinghowmyoldersister

died.

"Howdiditstart"heasksIstaymumtearsspilling

"Don'tmakemerepeatmyselfhowdiditstartand

when"heshoutsstartlingme

"It'sbeenweeksandhewouldlockmeupanditall

startedwithrumours"henodspromptingmetogo



on.

"Ididn'tmeantostaybuthewouldapologiseBaba

andIwouldfindmyselfforgivinghim"helookslivid

bymystatement

"DoyouknowhowmanytimesIhaveheardthat

fromdifferentwomen,youmakemesomadright

now"heshoutsIhaveneverseenhimthisangrymy

breathingchangesfromnormaltoabnormal.

"Yourbrothersarecominghome"myheadhurts

evenmore

"Hayibaba"hesayswalkingawayIcallouthisname

buthewalksaway,Iknowhowhefeelsaboutthe

currentsituationofwomanandchildrenabuse.

IopenmyeyesuponhearingfootstepsandtheguyI

bumpedisstandingbeforemethisguyshouldn'tbe

onthestreets.

"HehatesmeandIdon'tblamehimIwasafoolfor

stayingandIpaiddearly"hedoesn'tsayanythingbut

sitsdown"Ilovehimbuthejustwantedtoownme

andbreakme,Isobadlywantedtobelovedby

anothermanotherthanmyfatherthatIstayed



even,IwantedtokeepamansobadthatIstayed"

admittingeverythinghurtsbutit'strueIstayedfor

selfishreasonsandfear.

"YouprobablythinkIamweakbutIamnotthiswas

myfirstrelationshipandIthoughtitwouldworkout"

Isaylettingoutadrychuckletillitformsinto

tears.hestandsupandfitshimselfonthehospital

bed.IamhesitanttorestmyheadIbarelyknowthis

manyeybrothermangoestogym.

"Ijustwantedtobelovedbyanothermanotherthan

myfatherexperiencewhatmymotherhasandgive

mydaughterafatherthatIhadgrowingup"Isay

cluchingathimcouldthismanbemute.

.....

Thecommentsandlikesbakithithankyou
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Whatislifewithoutmistakesandjudgmentwould



yousayyouhavelivedyourlifewithnoregrets

shoulditcometothatquestion,Nooneisperfectbut

wealltryandstrivetobebetterversionsof

ourselvesandsomenotsobetter.Iknowpeople

mightthinkIampatheticandaweaklingofawomen

buttrustmeonceyouareintheisnoeasywayof

comingout,IhavebeenthereandIbecamewhatI

toldmyselfIwouldn'tbeahelplessselfmadevictim

whohadamplechancestowalkawaybutdidn'tI

stayedwhenhebashedmebecauseIsomehow

convincedmyselfhewasjustactingoutofcharacter

thatitwasn'thimandwhenheheldmeand

apologisedIbelievedhimandgavehimthechance

toprovemeotherwise.Iblamethesocietyfor

condoningandnotcondemningsuchbeastly

behaviourfrommanwhoaresupposedtoprovide

andprotectdon'tgetmewrongIamnotblaming

themformestayingtillitwastoolate,

Iamblamingthesocietyweleaveamongstthat

turnsablindeyethathasturnedsuchtoanormand

culture.somekindofritetowomanhoodandthe

kuyabekezelwaemendweninonsense.



Peopleinhighpositionpreachaboutchildrenand

womenabusebuttheyarealsomolestersand

abuserprotectedbymoney,wealthandstatus.there

arefamilieswhoareharbouringcriminalswhodo

despicableactsonyoungchildrenandturnablind

eye,Thereisachurchgoingwomenrightnowwhois

devotedtoGodbutcan'tbreakfreefromthechains

ofabusebecauseshefearswhatpeoplewillsay

abouther.

Itaketheclosestthingtomewhichisaglassof

waterandthrowitagainstthewall.Iamangryat

myselfforstaying,Iamangryforaddingtothe

higheststatisticsinthecountry,Iamangrythatmy

fatherhasn'tvisitedsinceandyesIdon'tblamehimI

understandhisfrustrations.Isitupstraightandlook

tomysideIcouldhavethrownthevasebutit's

heavyandithasflowersfrommyfriendnotjustany

flowerssunflowersmyfavourite.Myhospitalstay

hasbeenpleasantbecauseofhimhehasbeen

checkinguponmesinceilandedmyselfhere,still

wearingthesameclothesshamebutcleanand



freshspeakingofhimhestoppedcoming.

DoctorKhayaandAphiwewalkintheybothspotthe

brokenglassandexchangelooksjustbecauseIwas

beatenupdoesn'tmeanIamanimbecilethese

people.

"Iwillsendanurseovertocleanthemess,Ladies"

shesaysnodding

"Morningmtase"shesayswalkingovershehas

flowersandaboxofchocolatesIdon'tlikeher

flowersShame.

"Morning"Isaywithasmile

"Yalithandaisendeudeuhlaleumntuekubethisa

okwebhokweamanqindimtase"shesayslaughing

hard

"NotyoutooAphiwe"shelaughsevenmoreand

grabsachair.

"YouareoneofthemostvocalpeopleIknowwhen

itcomestothesetypeofissueskuthenuhlalele

amanyala"sheasksbrushingmyhand



"Idon'tknowandIfeelstupidforallowingthisto

happentome"Itruthfullysayshenodsgivingme

theflowersIlookatthevasethenbackather.

"Dabawobroughtyouthese"sheaskpointingatthe

flowersandmyminddriftsofftothenightsIspent

withhim.hemadefeelgoodwithoutevensaying

anythingwellIdoubthecanspeakhehasn'tsaida

wordduringourencounter,thatalsomadeiteasyto

offloadonsomeonewhodoesn'tevenknowmeand

wouldn'tjudgeImeanyoucan'tjudgesomeoneyou

hardlyknowright.

"HeyIamtalkingtoyou"shesayssnappingher

fingers

"Igotthemfromafriend"Isaywithabroadsmile

"Whosethefriend"sheaskswithafrownAphiweis

likeadogwithaboneonceshegetsstarted.

"Onetheguysfromthesoupkitchen"hereyespop

andsheimmediatelyshakesherheadlikeoneof

thoseEinsteinminidolls.

"Nonotanotheroneofyourprojectscomeonifyou

wantamanfindagentlemanwellgroomed



handsomenotahomelessmanuzobangumahlalela

andspongeoffyou"shesaysnoddinglikesheis

tryingtoconvincesomeoneIamnotsureifit'sme

orher,Aphiweloatheslazypeoplesheoncedated

thisguywholiedandmilkedher.

"Ihearyou,aretheyreallyhome"Iaskdeviatingfrom

thecurrenttopic.

"Yestheyare"shesaysstandinguptofacethe

window

"Idon'tlikethisAphiwe"it'slikeaboltoflightingjust

struckhersheturnsfacingme.

"Heshouldhavethoughtofthatbeforelayinghis

filthyhandsonyou"shesaysgivingmeadeadly

stare

"Violenceneversolvedanythingyouknowthat"she

tiltsherhead

"WellthenMnqobiandManqobawilldealwithit"I

nodlookingawaymybrothersarenotevilbutthey

notexactlyangelstheyareruthlesstosaytheleast.

Aphiweleavesafterpreachingasermonandahalf



aboutSizwebeingtrashandscumoftheearthand

keepingmecompanyforalmostthewholeday

DoctorkhayaandherexceptionnotthatImindbutI

can'twaittoleavethisplacethefoodishorribleand

everythingaboutthisplacegrossesmeout.

DoctorKhayachecksuponmeasIamaboutto

sleep,Iwonderifshedoesthistoallherpatients

IdozeoffquickerthanatiredSiyamthanda

Intomysleepifeelahandcovermymouth

Iopenmyeyesandhe'sstandingnexttomewith

onefingercautioningmenottoscreamweallknow

thatfingershhgesture.heslowlyremoveshishand

andIletoutheavybreath.

"Youcouldhavewokenmeupyouknow"Isaysitting

upstraight

Hedoesn'tsayanythingbuthandsmeapaper,he

thencaressesmyfaceIclosemyeyestakinginthis

momenthispalmholdsthesideofmyfaceandI

voluntaryrestmyface,hebringshisfacecloserandI



amswallowinghardwaitingforhislipstotouch

minelikethirst.Hetrailshisfingertomylipsandall

mysensesareawakensomuchpowerIthinkto

myself,heplantsasmoothgentlekissonmycheek

instead.afterawhileofinhalingmeIthinkhepulls

awayandwalks.

"No.no.no.nodon'tgopleasestay"Isayalreadyon

myfeatbutheislonggone.

Ireachthedoorandjustlikeashadowit'slikehe

wasneverhere.Iwalktomybedandopenthepaper

it'snotthatdarksoIread.

"DearPhiwokuhleZwaneMakaSiyamthanda

Youarebeautiful,strongandresilient"

Whatthat'sitIturnandstraightenthepaperhoping

morewordswillappearwhodoesthatwalkintoyour

lifeanddisappearsIwanttocrybutIholdmytears

Aphiwedidwarnmenotanotheroneofyour

projectsshesaidIfoldmytinyletterandputit

togetherwithmythingsheisworthremembering.



....

Iamsorryfornotposting..butthankyouforthe

participationpleasesharethepageandinserts
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IhavebeenhomeforaweeknowIleftthatplace

withbothabrokenandhappyheartIalreadymiss

myfriendbutthenagainsomepeoplearenotmeant

tobeconstantinourlives,lookatSizweforinstance

heisoneofthemhehasbeenbotheringmelikea

pesttillIblockedhisnumberandtoldhimifheknew

betterhewoulddisappearfromthefaceofthe

earth,Siyamthandadoesn'tcareifIamaroundornot

herscheduleisbusyShameandbecausesheisa

fiveyearoldthatbothersme,ifitwereuptoMom

shewouldhavebeentoschoolbynowjustimagine

butDadchosehomeschool,peoplewithmoneyare

sodemandingandextrashame.



Thisgardenstrollisn'tdoingmuchformedammit

mymindkeepsgoingbacktohimevenifIwereto

bumpintohimIdoubtIwouldrecognisehimbuthis

eyesleftmenakedinthetruesensesofmarkingme

andembeddingremembrance.Isitdownandtake

outhisletterdespitethedirtypaperhishandwriting

isbeautifulandthosewordsautomaticallylook

beautifulaswell.Ihadn'tnoticedmyfatherwhenhe

peaksIquicklyfolditbackandputitinmypocket.

"BabaIdidn'tseeyou"hedoesn'tlooksurprisedin

factthisisthefirsttimehehassatnexttomesince

Icameback.

"Imissyou"hesaysopeninghisarmsIflyinquickly

beforehechangeshismind.

"ImissyoutooandIamsorry"tearsescapemyeyes

IwanttocrysobadIamnotsureifittherighttime.

"It'sokaydaddyishereandIamnotgoing

anywhere"hesmoothlybrushesmybackandthe

floodgateopensmydadismyrockmyfirsttrue

lovethefirstmenIeverfellinlovewithifyouknow



whatImean,yesmymomisaroundandIloveher

butIlovethefactthatmyfatherisenoughforall

us.afterstaininghisshirtIpullawaysnortinghe

wipesmytearsblinkingawayhis.

"Sowhowroteyouthatstupidletter"heaskswitha

smilenoseyasmuch.

"Afriendofminebaba"Isaybeamingshowinghim

theletter.

Hereadstheletteranderuptsintoaloudlaughit'sa

goodthinghedoesn'thaveabellyoritwouldbe

dancingtothetuneofhislaugh.

"Givemebackmyletter"Itakeitandlookfor

whateverisfunnyandnothingdololo.

"StrongandresilientyesIagreewithhimbutthe

beautifulparthayiudlalilengawelomfana"hesays

laughingevenharder

"Iambeautifulyoujustjealous"Isaytomydefence

hestopslaughingandcomposeshimself.

"Wherehaveyouseenafemaleversionofaman

lookingbeautifulhuh"hesayspullingmeforaside



hugstiflingalaugh

"SowhatifIlooklikeyoungimuhlehau"isay

standingupheshakeshisheadlaughingwhileI

havetearsreadytopour

"Noyouarenotyouareuglyjustlikeme"hesays

stilladamant

"Notakethatback"helaughsstandinguptojoinme

"Iamkiddingyouarebeautifulmysunflower"he

sayswithabrightsmile

"IloveyouPhiwo"Ismiletillhesays"butoneday

ngizokufakaisbhaxu"hekissesmyforeheadand

walksawaythat'smyDadhehasneverliftedahand

onmehuhbutit'squiteacompletedifferentstory

whenitcomestomybrothers.speakingofthosetwo

IhavebeenavoidingthematallcostandIguess

theydon'tcarebecauseSiyamthandahasbeen

takentomorethanathousandshoppingspreesI

willjusttakesomeofmystufftotheorphanage.

IcallAphiwetojoinmeforlunchguysmycousinis



everything,Shesuggestscomingover.soIfixmyself

upandtakeanothershowerwearingmysummer

floraldressshearrivesafteranhouroflyingtome

aboutbeingatthegatemxmAfricantimeneh.

"ReallyAphiwetimeiseverything"shelaughs

bulldozingherwayin

"Iwasstuckintraffic"Itiltmyheadkahlekahlelying

runsinthefamily

"MhmmwhatevermakesyoufeelbetterImade

cocktails"shebeamsIthinkthisoneisan

undercoverdrunkard

"ZisaIamthirsty"shesaysgulpingoneinstantlythis

isgoingtobealongday.

Imakemywaytothekitchentogetsomeyoghurt

nothingfeelsgoodlikefrozenyogurtexceptfor

icecream.

"Khayalikesyou"sheshoutsfirmtheloungeandI

almostchokeonmysalivahellnoIdon'trolllikethat

"Areyoulistening"sheshouts

"YeahbutyouknowIdon'trolllikethatIlovemy



manlong,wideandstrong"shelaughsatmy

response,Ihaveheardthatlesbianeatpussybetter

thanguysbutIwillpassIdon'twanttocomplicate

mylifewithahotdoctor.

"Andlookwhereyouendedup"shesayssighing.

"Phiwocomeandsee"sheshoutsIrushtothe

loungeandfindheronherfeetpointingattheTV

shelooksspooked.

"Siyamthanda'sDad"Ilookatherthenbackatthe

TV

"HewasthereIswear"shesayspacingupanddown.

"YouknowhowmanyguysIhaveseenandthought

theylookedlikeSiyamthanda"Isaybrushingheroff

"ThisisdifferentIjustsawanoriginalphotocopyof

Siyamthanda"shesayssittingdown

"LalelaAphiIhavecometoacceptthatIdon'tknow

thefatherofmyfirstbornandthat'sokayasmuch

asithurtsit'sokay,Thepoorguyisprobablydeador

something"Isaysettlingnexttoherapartofme

wisheswhatshesawistruebutIhavebeenthrough



thisandhadmyheartbrokenbacauseofthelittle

hopeIhad.

Myphoneringsbreakingthesilenceanddistracting

mefromthesadtruth.Ilookatthecallgreatit'smy

olderbrotherManqoba.

"Bhuti"

"Ineedyoutocometothehospitalnow"hesays

soundingcalmasever.

"Whywhat'sgoingon"Isaytyingtomatchhis

calmness

"What'swrong"Aphiweasks

"IsthatAphiwegiveherthephone"Ishakemyhead

thisismyphone

"Noiwon'tgiveherthephonefirsttellmewhat's

goingon"Iprotest,Aphiwesnatchesthephoneshe

nodsafewtimesandhangsup.

"Siyamthandaisinthehospital"Izoneouttothe

firsttimeshewashospitalisedIwentcrazy.



"Didyouhearme"shesaysholdingbothmyarms

roughlyshakingme.

"Aphiwenotmysweetbaby"tearsflowwhenitsinks

inmybabyisinthehospital.

Aphiwedriveslikeamaniacandwhenwegettothe

hospitalmyfamilyisalreadtherewerushtowhere

theyareMomhasherarmsopenIswingin.

"Whereisshe"Iasktheylookatmewithsadeyes.

"InICU"mybrothersayswithaclenchedjaw

"Whyhowwasthereanaccident"Heshakeshis

head.

"Thenwhat"Iaskpullingawayfrommymom's

embrace

"Wedon'tknow"Isinktothefloorit'shappening

againIamgoingtolosemybabygirl.

........

Happysunday
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Everfelthopelessanduselessthat'showIam

feelingrightnow,Mybabyisinpainandthereis

nothingIcandotohelpIhavebeenpacingupand

downwaitingforsomenewsanynews.Ican'tlose

herthosewordskeepflowingoutmymouth

involuntarysheismysourceofstrengthmylifeline.

"Sheisgoingtofine"Manqobasayshuggingme

"BhutiIcan'tloseherifshediesonmeIwill..."My

fathercutsin

"Yousaynosuchthingbabybearwillbejustfine"he

sayssternly

"Youneedtobestrongshewillpullthrough"Inod

butthetruthisIdon'tknowhowtobestrongIam

failingatbestrongandIamherethinkingtheworst.

Khayaapproachesusmyparentsrushtoher,Icling

ontomybrotherbittingmylowerlip.

"Howisshe"Momasks

"Sheisstablefornowwesedatedher"shesays



lookingmyway

"Sowhat'swrongwithher"Iask

"Wedon'tknowyetbuttherashonherskincould

meananinfectionwearenotsure"shesaysher

wordsarenotconvincing

"KhayapleasesavehersheistheonlythingIhave"

Mywordsmustbeunsettlingbecausealleyesare

onme.

"Wewilldoourbestyoucanseeherfornowonly

twopeopleareallowed"shesayswalkingawayI

followbehindtakingmyfather'swithme

Wegetourselvescleanedandwalkintoseeher,her

bodyhastubesonehelpingherbreatheanddrips,I

putahandovermymouthwhenIseehershelooks

likesheisinpainherbodyisbadlycoveredwith

whatseemslikeredishsoresthatformapattern.

MyfathergasphiseyesexpandifIwasn'tamotherI

wouldbeafraidtoevencomecloser.

"Babawhat'swrongwithmybaby"Iaskcluchingat

mychestheholdsmetightwhileIsobIhaven'tseen



anythinglikethiswhattypeofdiseasespreadsso

fastinoneday.

Iholdhertinyhandandkissit.

"HeybabybearMommyishereIknowyouarein

painbutIwantyoutofightforallofusgrandpabear

isalreadymiserablewithoutyou"Isayforcinga

smile"AndIcan'tbreathewithyou,Inevertoldyou

thisbutweallthoughtyouwouldbeaboyhence

yournamesyouareawarriornowfightforme"Isob

whilemydadhasahandovermyshoulder.she

movesslowlycryingoutshewhimpersandmyheart

breaks.

"Babacallthedoctorsheisinpain"hegoesout

whileItrysoothingherpainbutnothingworks.

Khayawalksinandasksustostepoutside

Myfathergentlypullsmeoutside.Icollapseinhis

armscatchingmybreathgaspingforair,youknow

thatpainfulshockingpainthathasyouspillingtears

butnosoundofacrycomesoutthat'smerightnow.

"PullyourselftogetherPhiwothisisnotthetimeto

fallapart"Mnqobisayspickingmeuphewalkswith



meoutside.

"LookatmewearetheZwanesandwithus

everythingispossibleandnothingisimpossible"he

saysreassuringme

"HopethatisallIneedfromyou"Inodwipingmy

tears

"HeredrinkthisandtakesometimeIwillberight

back"hesayswalkingbackin,it'sagoodthinghe

lefthiscarkeysbehind.Istartthecaranddriveout

toIfindmyselfinaparknotfarfromthehospitalit

hurtseeingmybabylikethatIwouldtradebodies

withheranytimegiventhechance.

Istepoutandscreamsoloudnotcarryingifpeople

arewatchingonnotIcovermyfacewithbothhands

mykneesontheground,Isufferedduringmy

pregnancy,thehumiliationIwentthroughthetalksof

howlooseIamdidtheroundstheconstantreminder

ofhowIamoneofthosepeoplewhogivebirthto

potatoes,tomatoesandcabbagestheonlydifference

isthatIdon'tknowherfatherbutstillIwaspainted

bythesamebrush,Ican'tIjustcan'tlosehernot



now.AftermyoutburstIstanduptallfixingmyself

upanddrivehome.IfindnoonehomeIamtempted

todrinksomewinebutmyheartwon'tleftmeifI

drinkitInumbthepainwhilemybabysuffers.

Iwalktomybedroomanddecidetojustsleepthe

dayaway.

Iamwokenupbysomenoisemybedroomcurtains

arepulledthesunisbrightbutIfeeldulland

gloomy.Ididn'tevensleepwellIkeptturningand

tossingallnight.

Iwalktothekitchenandthepeopleinthishouse

seemtobeineachothersthroatsIgreetthem

openingthefridgeIamnotevensurewhy.

"Morningmybaby"Momsays

"MorningMa"Irespondseatingnexther

"Takealookatthis"Manqobasaysshovinghis

tabletinmyface.

"CHIEFJUSTICEZWANESDAUGHTERGOING



CRAZYJUSTHADAMELTDOWN"

Theheadlineissoboldyoucan'tmissitevenifyou

tried,IlookatmyDadwhoisdrinkinghiscoffeeIam

embarrassedthepicturescouldeasilybemistaken

foranythingincludingmebeingajunkie.

"IamsorryBaba"hesimplynodsheismilesaway

"It'sokaymybabyyourfatherwillfixthisgoget

readywearegoingtothehospital"

Iwalktomyroomandtakeaquickshowerwearing

alonggreydressIrushout.

Herconditionisstillthesamewehavebeenherefor

hoursandstillnothingshelooksinpaintheonly

thingnumbingherpainistheinjection.Mydad

decidedtostaybehindIamnotifit'sbecauseofme

ornot.

"Iamafraidwethereisstillnothingnew"Khayasays

holdingmyhand

"Whatdoyoumeanit'sbeen48hoursandyousee

nothing"shelooksdefeated



"MaZwaneIamtryingmybesttrustme"shesays

pullingmeinforahugbutinallhonestyIneed

someonewhofeelsthesamepainasmesomeone

whoknowshowitfeelstobetorn.

.

.

It'sbeenweeksIandImeanhoriblepainfulweeksof

nothing,Myfatherhastriedeverythingbutallthese

doctorsseenothingit'sironicreallytheonlything

theyofferispainmedicationandwellIcan'ttakeher

home.

IwakeupfrommysleepIlookuglyashellIremoved

myweaveIwanyedtocutthethingoffbutmymom

waskindenoughtoremoveitforme.

Aknockcomesthroughit'sprobablysomeonewho

wantstobugmewithfoodandmeaninglessthings

thenewsaboutmegoingcrazyhavestarteddoing

therounds.



MomwalksinfollowedinbyDadtheybothsettle

down.

"Nanaweneedtotalk"Momsaysstandingupto

openthecurtains

"Okay"theybothlookateachother.

"IhavebeenrakingmybrainandItalkedyouruncle

weneedtoseeasangomainfactweareseeingone

today"myDadsayssternly

"Okay"that'sallIsayIwilldoanythingformy

daughter.

"Letmehelpyougetreadysowecanleave"Mom

sayswhiledadexcuseshimself,Shehelpsmebath

anddressesmeinalongskirtcoversupmy

shouldersandkissesmyforehead.

"Everthingisgoingtobeokaymtanamiubaba

wakhouzamangakhokonke"shesayspullingme

forahugmyhandsarejustdanglingmyheartfeels

likeit'sbeenrippedoutofme.

It'sstillearlyandtheroadisalongone,Iamseated



withAphiweandMomatthebackwhileBabaand

ManqobaareinfrontweleftMnqobiatthehospital.

Wereachtheplaceandthereareafewpeoplehere

wejoininthecueapparentlythismaniswellknown

andknowshisstuff,whenit'sourturnManqoba

staysoutside.

Theplacesmellsofincenseit'snotdirtyoranything

butit'sasangoma'shut.

"ThechildIhearacryingchild"hesayslookingatme

"YeboMakhosi"myfathersaysthatoldmanchant

andgroanslikeheispain.

"ThereisnothingIcandoyouneedtofindthechild's

father"Ishakemyheardmyworstnightmarehas

cometruwith

"Wewanttoknowwhatiswrongwiththechild"My

fatherasks

"Whywouldyouaskwhyyoualreadyknowthe

answerZwane"hesayslookingupdoing

incantationshissingsweirdlyhisshouldersmoving



upanddown.

"Whatdoyoumeanmakhosi"Mamaaskslookingat

myfatherandIamconfusedashell.

"ThechildIseeissufferingfromtheancestors

wrathwhichresultedtoumlilowabaphansi"my

fathernodsclearlyheunderstandsthis

"Whatdoyoumean"Momasks

"Theancestorsareatloggerheadsherfather's

ancestorsareclaimingherwhileyoursaredoingthe

sametoo"myfathershakeshisheadthemangoes

onandonaboutumlilowabaphansitillweleavehis

place.

"Wehavetolookforthatboy"Momsayslookingat

me,AphiweoncesaidIshouldlookforhiminsocial

networksbyputtingavideooutthereexplainingmy

situationmaybeitmightreachtherightperson.

"IthinkweshouldgowithAphiwe'sidea"theone

personwhowasagainstthissays

"ButBabathat'smysisterairingherlaundryforthe



wholeworldtosee"Manqobaprotests

"Iwilldoanythingtosavemybabybear"Ilookat

Aphiwewhohasaconfirmingsmile

"Tomorrowthen"shesayspullingmeinforahug.

........

Let'skeeponsharing,likingandcommenting
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Idon'tknowwhattosaywordsarefailingmeonly

God'swillandgracehasbeenkeepingmegoing,it

hurtswhendoctorsfinallytellyouthatthereis

nothingmoretheycandoandtheonlythingyoucan

doispray,IhavebeenprayingandfastingthatGod

savesmychild,prayingthatIfindherfatherintime

tohavewhateverceremonythatneedstobedone.I

getupandthefirstthingIdoiskneelandpray.

"DearheavenlyfatherIcomebeforeyouletnotmy



sinshidemyfacefromyou,hearmypleas,hearmy

criesmybabyhasn'tdoneanythingsheisinnocent

inallthispleasesaveherpleasebringherback"a

heartwrenchingsobescapesmymouthmyheartis

bleedingIcan'tgoanyfurther.IpullmyselftogetherI

amamother,adaughterandmostlyIamawomanI

havetobestrongandtakethisheadon,

AphiwerunsmeahotbathIslipinthebathtubfilled

withrelaxingoils.IclosemyeyesandhearSiya's

beautifulsqueakylaughfromafarit'sfadingIopen

myeyesinhopesofseeingherbutnothing.todayI

amdoingthevideothoughManqobadoesn'tlikeit,I

understandhissentimentsbutBabaokayedthe

wholething,Ifinishuplotionandwearalongblack

dressthehouseissoquietandsaditbreaksmy

heart,IfitwasanyotherdayIwouldhavehadto

dragheroutofmyfather'sstudytheydevelopedthis

bearthingfromwatchinganold"BrotherBear"

movie.IwipemytearsupwithasmileGodtruly

blessedmewithanAngel.

"Ithinkit'stimeIwantpeopletowakeuptothis

video"shesayspullingmebymyhandtothemirror



"Doyouthinkitwillwork"shenodsevenlooks

optimisticIwishIwaslikeher.

"Letmefixyouupjustalittlebit"shesaystryingto

putsomemakeupon.

"NoIanfinethewayIam"Isaygettingup

"Okayfinelet'sgotothegardenthen"Inodbut

chosetofixmybedfirstcleanthebathtubandopen

thewindowsforsomeair.

Everyoneisoutinthegardenabouttoseemere-tell

mynightwithastrangerhowIopenedupmylegs

andhadhimtakemewillinglyIwasn'teventhat

drunkandIneverregrettedittillIfoundoutIwas

pregnantandthatmademequestionmyact.Momis

nowheretobeSeenprobablyinsideshestillhas

thisweirdideaofrapeinhereducatedmindand

whenthistopiccomesupshetearsupformeand

SiyamomisjusttoomuchbutIdogetwheresheis

comingfrom,youronlydaughterwhomyoushared

everythingwithandtaughtsomanythingscould

easilybefooled.IlookhorriblethatevenManqoba

makesajokeaboutittolightenuptheairmybrother



islikedeputyparentsinceheistheoldest.Iseatand

Aphiwerollsthecamera.Idon'tevenknowwhati

shouldstartwithtearswellupandAphiwetellsme

tostartagain,Thethreemenofthehousearenow

nexttome.

"Maybeweshouldpostpone"Manqobasays

"It'sokayIcandothis"theynodandwalkawayIsit

upstraight.andAphiwestartsagain.

It'sbeentwodayssinceIuploadedthevideoandit

hasbeentrendingforgoodandbadreasonsIreally

don'tcareIamhopingitreachestherightpeople.

"Wewillfindhim"Mnqobisayswithasmile

"Idon'tthinksopeoplehavebeencallingtoprank

meandtheydon'tknowthehurtIamgoingthrough"

henodspullingmeforasidehug

"What'simportantisthatsheisawakeandhanging

inthere"Ismilethinkingofhowsheissuchafighter

"That'sthesmileIwanttosee"hesaysmatching

mine



FamilyiseverythingandImustsaymineisamazing

througheverything.

.

.

Xulu

MymotherwalksinwithoutKnockingshehasthis

lookonherface.Ifsheisnotmeddlinginmy

businesssheisdisturbingmeIgruntrubbingmy

forehead.

"IamsohappymatanamiGodhasfinallyanswered

myprayers"shesayswipinghertearswomenand

theirnotsofaremotionaltears.

"WhatisitMashouldn'tyoubewithBabaor

something"shequicklyshakesherheadlordhelp

meIhopeit'snotanotherdate.

"Justlookatthisandtellmewhatyouthinkplease"

ShesayshandingmehertabletIlookatitshe

pressesplay.



"HelloIknowsomeofyoualreadythinkIamcrazy

butIamnotavideoofmelashingouthasbeen

doingtherounds"shepausesforamomentwiping

hertears."Fiveyearsagoonthe24thofNovemberI

wentouttocelebratewritingmylastmatricexam

paperandImetsomeonetherewhomIhadaone

nightstandwith"hereyeslightupbutaresoon

cloudedbysadness."Hewaswearingblackjeans

andawhitet-shirtIdon'tknowhisnamebuthetook

myvigirnityandmonthsafterourencounterIfound

outIwaspregnant,Iampleadingwhoeveryouare

andwhereveryouarepleasecontactthesenumbers

pleasecomefowardIdon'tneedyourmoneyor

anythingbutIneedyoutosaveourdaughtermy

babygirlisdyingandsheneedsherFather'sfamilyI

leftsomethingthatnightpleasehelpme"bythetime

shefinishessheisintearsbreakingmyheart.Ilook

attheringhangingaroundmyneckit'sapurityring

didn'tthinkblackpeoplehadthesetillshegaveitto

meinhonourofwhatwehadshared.Iclenchmyfist

lookingtomymother.

"Isither"Inodlookingawaythisismorepainfulthat



Iimagined

"NgakutshelaremembermydreamandIbeggedyou

tolookforwhoeveryouimpregnated"shesays

angrily

"IknowMa"IrubmyeyesthinkingofthatnightI

knewshewasdifferentbyjustlookingat

her,Carefreeandfulloflifebutshyshecouldn'tstop

smilingandburstingintolaughter.ItriedlookingbutI

wasn'tevensurewhatIwaslookingforexactly.

"YoudorealiseyouwrongedZwane'sdaughter"

Momsays.

"IwilldiscussthismatterwithBaba"

......

MerryChristmaswillmakeituptoyoutomorrow
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Callshavebeencomingthroughsomeclaimingit



wasthembutnonofthemremembertheringor

anythingconcerningthatnightoraremenjust

ignorantthattheyareoblivioustopivotal

informationanywayBabaandMamaarebringing

Siyahometodayherconditionisstillthesamebut

thefeverisgoneandIreallymissher.

Iwakeupatthecrackofdawnandpreparemy

bedroomIneedeverythingtobeperfectand

accommodatingforher.Ievencookherfavourite

mealIdoubtshewillwantanybutit'sbettershe

comeshometoahomecookedmeal.

Aphiwewaltzherbeautifulselfinmybedroom

beaminglikearetard.

"Andthatsmile"completelyignoringmesheattacks

mewithahug.

"OkaynowIamgettingworried"shelaughspulling

away.

"IamhappybecauseSiyaiscominghomeand

thingsarelookingup"Ismilenotwantingtoburst

herbubbleyesherideamightbehelpfulbuttheright

personhasn'tcomefoward



"Andit'sallthankstoyou"shenodswithasmileshe

startshelpingmearound.

"Ican'twaittoseeher"shesaysfluffingupthe

pillowsSiyaisnotevenhomeyet

WeheadtothekitchenandaknockcomesthroughI

quicklyattendtothepersistentknockandaman

wearingblackappearshelookslikeoneofthose

moviedriversachauffeuryesthoseones.

"HellloIamlookingforaMissPhiwokuhleZwane"

hesaysallprofessionalandstern

"That'smehowcanIhelpyou"IaskIamsuremy

eyebrowsarefurrowedhegoestothecarand

comesbackwithateddybearabeautifulwhitewith

apinkbowteddy.It'scutemyheartimmediately

melts.

"Mam"hesaysgivingmethebearandacardthen

walksawayjustlikethat.

"Thisisgreatyouboughtherateddy"Aphiwesays

huggingthehumansizething.



"NotmebutIthinkit'sgrandpabear"Ismilethinking

ofmyDad

"Readthecardthen"shesayspointingatitIopenit

upandit'swritten

"ForSiyamthanda"andthat'sitIpassthecardto

AphiwewholooksshockedasIam

"Ifit'snotoneofusthenwhoisit"sheaskswitha

warylookon

"Ireallydon'tknow"Isaylookingatthepaperbut

nothinggivesmeaclue.Wecarryonpreparingtill

thedoorburstsopenandManqobaiscarrying

SiyamthandashesmilesopeningherarmsIholdmy

tearswhichseemsimpossible.

"Ohbaby"Itakeherintomyarmscarefulnottohurt

her,shelooksdifferentbutsheisstillmybeautiful

babygirlshespotstheteddyBearandbeams

"ThankyouKhulu"shesayswithonebigsmilemy

fatherlooksatmewithasurprisedlookIshrugmy

shouldersconcentratingonSiyanothingmatters

rightnowbuther.



"Imissedyousomuch"Itakehertothebedroom

andmakehercomfortable.

"Iloveyoumybaby"Ikissherforeheadandwatch

hergocrazyoverherstuffedhumanwhoeverthe

strangerisjustmadeherdaysherefusestoeatbut

Momtakesherwithafterthrowingatantrum.

Thedoorshutsthismomentrighthereremindsme

ofmychildhoodmemoriesMomwouldwhoopmy

arserealgood.Weallknowthatdeathisinevitable

butwhathappenswhenitcomesknockingatyour

doorfasterthanitshould,Whenitconstantly

remindsyouthatyoumortalandyoucouldlose

whatyouvalueinaninstant.Ilookaroundmy

bedroomallthesepricedpossessionsareworthless

butlifeisrareandspecialmaybethat'smytake

becausenowadayspeoplecaremoreabout

possessionsthanlifewhichistakenlightlyandfor

granted.Myfonebeepstakingmymindoffthese

depressingthought.

"Ihopeyoubothlovemypresent"thetextreadsit

hasmeuponmyfeetnoonehasmypersonal

numbertheoneIgaveoutIjustgotdayafter



uploadingthevideo.AnunknownnumbercallsI

contemplatewhattodotillmythumbdecidesfor

me.

"Hello"thecallersays

"Whoareyou"Iaskholdingmybreath

"Theringholder"hesayscamly

"Whatringholder"Iaskwithmyfingerscrossed.

"Thepurityringyougavemethenightwespent

together"Igaspputtingahandovermymouthwhat

ifitaprankbutonlyonepersonknowsaboutthe

ring.

"Youwerewearingasignedshirtwellallofyouwere,

butyourtrouserswerecutintoshortsandItookyou

tomyplacebutwhenIwokeupyouwerelonggone"

hesaysawkwardly

"Hoedoyouknowallthis"Iknowit'sastupid

questionbutIneedtohearhimsayit.

"That'sbecauseIamSiyamthanda'sfather"his

admissionhasmeslumpingtofloorholdingmy

chestthisisit,ithastobehimImufflemycriesbut



thisburningdesirehasmesobbinglouderthanI

shouldinfactIshouldbehappyandhopefulbutthis

callhasopenedupafewoldwounds.

Mymotherrushesinalmosttripping.

"Phiwowhat'swrong"sheaskscuppingmyface.

"HecalledMama"shepullsmeintoahugbrushing

myback.

"Whocalledtalktome"Sheasks

"ThemanIsleptwithhecalled"Shesqueezesme

harderthankGod.

"Wipeyourtearsnowmntanamiit'sgoingtobe

okay"shesayspullingawayandsettlesnexttome

"MaIamafraidwhatifitamistake"Itellherwhat

theguytoldmeshekeepsnoddingwithoutsayinga

word.

"Ithinkheistellingthetruth,fornowIwilltellyour

fatherandwecancallhimtomakeanappointment

withtheboyokay"shesayskissingmycheek

"IlovePhiwokuhle"shesayswithasmile



"Iloveyoutoomama"Ihugheronemoretime

beforeshestandsupandofferstolookafterSiyatill

Ihavecalmeddown.Ilookatmyphoneandthetext

correspondswiththesamenumberthatcalled.His

voiceisabitdeepandsmoothIwonderifheis

marriedornot,doeshehaveotherkidsbeside

SiyamthandamaybeIwillfinallygettotellherthat

shelookslikeherDadoranyonefromherfather's

side.AsmilecreepsonmyfaceIcarwaittoseehim

Icanfinallyputthismattertorest.

.

.

IpaceupandanddownthinkingifIshouldcalljust

tocheckuponherorthekid,Iam.cluelesswhenit

comestosuchthingsmyfatherwalksinwesharea

handshake.

"What'swrongNdodana"heaskssternly

"IcalledMakaSiyamthandaealierandIthinkIupset



her"heclencheshisjawandIshiftawayfromhim

"Youdidwhatdidn'tIwarnyounottocallher"he

asksangryhelooksreadytoburst

"IknowbutIcouldn'thelpit"heshakeshishead.

"Youjustcouldn'twaitforafewmoredaysbutthat

doesn'tmattertomorrowwearegoingtoherhouse"

hesayscamly

"ButBabaIneedtotalktoherfirst"Isay

"Youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbeforeyou

calledthepoorchildandwentaboutbecominga

homelessman"hesaysbreathingheavily

"Babathatwasn'tmyintentionyouknowthat"he

looksawaylikeheisthinkingwhenmysistertold

meaboutPhiwokuhleandtheamazingworkshe

doesgivingbacktothepoorIaskedtoseeher

photoandIsawsomeresemblancehersmilesold

heroutorshouldIsayitpulledmeinlikethefirst

timeandbecauseIwantedtoknowifitwasreally

getIstalkedherchangedmyapperanceand

purposelygothitbyher,Ididn'tknowshehada

daughtertillIsawherwalkingaroundthehospitalI



couldn'tkeepmyeyesoffheritwaslikeDèjavulikeI

hadseenherbeforenotonlytohaveitclicksheisa

replicaofmetheresemblanceisuncannyIfeltso

manyemotionshurtandangerthat'swhyIdecided

towalkaway,WritingthatletterIhadsomuchtosay

thatIendedupsayingnothingMyfatherwasmore

thanhappytocallonmyunclesandhavethemgoto

Herhouseweweregoingtofigurethisout,but

thingsdon'talwaysworkoutasweplanandnowI

havetodoallIcantosavemydaughter.

"Youbetterbethinkingofanswersandanapology"I

rubmyforeheadthiswillwillbehardwhatifshe

thinksIknewallthiswhileandstayedawaywillingly

Ihavetofixthis.

......

HappyWednesdayhopeyou'reenjoyingyour

holidays
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Ihaven'tsleptallnightthinkingabouttheguywho

calledIhavemixedemotionsaboutthematter,what

ifhisfamilydoesn'tlikeus,Whatiftheyrefuseto

havetheritualarewegoingtobegoodparentsishe

kindandlovingohLordwillthismanlovemy

daughterthat'stherealquestionhere,Itakemy

phoneandtherearecountlessmissedcallsfrom

himmaybehehaschangedhismindmyheartsinks

tothepitofmystomach,Hopefunnythingthatiswe

holdontoitnomatterwhatevenifwefallalongthe

waywestillholdontoithopingthatitgetsbetter

withtimethat'smeonrightnowholdingholdingon

tothelittlehopeIhave.

Iswitchoffthephonereassuringmyselfofbetter

outcome.

AsoftknockcomesandDadpeaksthroughthedoor

heentersandjoinsme.

"Morningmysunflower"Ismilethisoldmatakes

mewayback.

"Morninggrandpabear"helaughsshoeingofhis

teathgoodthingIalsohavethosebeautifulpearly



whites.

"DoyouknowtheXulu's"Ishakemyheadno.

"AreyousurePhiwo"heasks

"IamsureIdon'tknowanyonebythatsurname"he

nodstakingmyhandintohis.

"WellLangaXulucalledmeyesterdayandtheyare

comingovertodaywithregardstoSiya"hesays

camly

"TodaybutIamnotready"Isayinpanicmode

"CalmdownyourMotherhasgonealloutforguests"

IbreathoutwhatwouldIbewithoutmymother.

"DoyouknowthesepeopleBaba"Iask

"WellIusedtoknowLanganowgetyourselfready

becausewedon'tknowwhentheymightshowup"

hesayswithasmile.

IknowAphiweandMacanholdthefortinthe

kitchen,Itakemyphoneswitchingitbackonstuff

myplan,rightnowIneedtocheckuponSiyaand

prepareherthisisabigdayforthebothofus.Ihave

thissmileonmyfaceandbutterfliesinmystomach



it'slikeIamabouttomeetalonglostfriend.

IwalktoSiya'sroomandfindhernotinherbed

insteadsheiscurleduptothebearlookingcuteas

everItakeafewsnapsandimmediatelysendthem

tosamenumberthatcalled.

Iwakeupandbathherdressherupintoapinkfairy

likedressthatcomplimentsherbearandtieherafro

upshechoosestowearblacksneakerssometimesI

amnotsureifIamraisingagirlorboy.sheputsher

tinyhandsonbothsidesofmyfaceandkissesme

"Iloveyoumama"shesayslivelyaseverthe

sangomaorprophetsaidhecouldn'thelpbutgave

uswaterforhertodrinkandIamgreatfulforthat.

Sherushesputbutcomesbackagainandtakesher

toy.

Iwalktomybedroomandtakeaquickshowerphela

Manyawuzamightsendtroopsforme,Iweara

belowthekneepeachdressandsandals.Walking

outIfindMaandAphiweinapronsrunningaround.



"HambothwalaPhiwothesepeopleareatthegate"

shesayschasingmeawayIwalktomybedroom

andputonaheadwrap.andwalkoutmeetingSiya

"Khuluiscallingyoumama"shesaysbattinghereye

lids

WewalkhandinhandandBabomncane,Mnqobiand

ManqobaareherenexttoDad.

"TheXulu'sarehere"DadsaysIhabaheshouldjust

saytheyareontheirway

"Hlalaphansinganeyam"BabomncanesaysIoblige

andtakeasit.

Ilookatthesemenandpraytheydon'tkillthepoor

familyIdon'ttrustManqobamyfatheriscooland

calmbuttheotherslookliketheycanpounce

anytimeIexcusemyselfIsuddenlyhavethisurgeto

vomit.

AfterawhileMomcomesandjoinsme.

"AreyoupregnantPhiwo"Ilaughlikelegitlaughthis

lady.

"ChaIamnot"shenodscheckingmeoutandthe



lasttimeIcheckedsheisn'tanurseordoctor

"MhmmIhopeforyoursakeyou'renot"shesays

"TrustmeIamnotpregnantoranythingjust

nervous"Isaywipingmymouth

"Okayyourdoctorfriendisheretoseeyousheisin

thegardenwithSiya"shesayssmiling

"OkaythankyouMa"webothwalkoutthetoiletshe

goesbackinthekitchenwhileIgocheckoutmy

gorgeousdoctor,IwatchherchasingaclumsySiya

mypoorbabyisnotthatstrongyet.

KhayaiswearingdistressjeanswithaT-shirtand

sneakerssheshereallylooksgood.

"Stopdroolingandcomecloser"shesayswinkingat

meIslowlymakemywaytoher.

"Iwasn'tdroolingjustadmiring"shelaughsopulling

meforahugandshesmellsgood.

"IcametocheckuponyouguysIamreallynot

staying"shesaysholdingmyhandIdidtellherthatI

amnotinterestedinanyrelationshipbeside

friendshipandshesaidshewouldgladytakeit.



"Letmewalkyouout"sheliftsSiyaupandtakesmy

handwewalkhertothecarshegivesmeSiyawho

restsherheadonmyshoulder.

"Willseeyoutomorrow"shesayskissingmycheekI

hadn'tevennoticedthecarsparkinginthedriveway.

"Driveandcallmewhenyougethome"Shenods

givingSiyaakisstoowewatchherdriveandscurry

awaytogivethesepeopleachancetogetin.

WeusethebackandMomlooksdispleased.

"Phiwoyoucan'tbekissingyourboyfriendwholewe

havevisitors"Ialmostlaughbutrealisesheispissed

off.

"IamsorryMabutKhayaisjustafriendnothing

more"Isayandtheladyofthehousemumbles

something.

"Cometheyarealreadyhereandaskingaboutyou"

shesaysholdingmyhand

"HaveyouseenthemMa"Iaskfishing

"NoonlyAphiweandshealmostfaintedyourcousin

isdramaticMann"shesaysinanannoyedtone



Siyarunsbeforeusandwefollowtherearethree

menseatingopositemyfatherandhissquad.Siya

goesstraighttomyfather.

Thestrangerslookalikeandabeautifulwoman

besidethemtheotherhashisheadbowedbutthe

energyinthisroomIhavefeltbefore.

Itakeasitnexttomymotherphelathisisnolobola

negotiation.

"WearetheXulu's,thisismybrotherThobaniXulu,

SonNkosinathiXuluandmylovelywife"Theold

mansaysmyheartisbeatingfasterthanaticking

timebomb,theoldmanhassomeresemblanceto

SiyaormaybeIamjustgraspingatstraws.

"GoodtoseeyouLanga"myfathersays

"Likewiseoldfriend"theyexchangepleasantriesit

lookslikeeveryoneknowsthisexceptforme

"Phiwoisthistheman"heaskspausingforawhile

"IsthisboySiyamthanda'sfather"Mybabylooksup

kidhearsfatherandsuddenlyherhearingskills

sharpen.



"IamnotsureBababecauseIcannotseehisface"I

saylookingathimhedoesn'tbotherlookinguphe

takesoffachaindanglingonhisneckwitharingon

it,heplacesitonthetableandapictureManqoba

takesthepictureandsmilesshakinghishead.

"Ainiyazenzaphiwo"hesayshandingthepictureis

offhimwearwearingblackjeansandawhiteT-shirt

thebackgroundisexactlytheplace.

"Mbusoweareherebecauseofyoushowsome

respectandlookatthemotherofyourchild"his

fathershoutsstartlingSiyawhoclingsontome.

Helooksupandthoseeyesarethesameeyesthat

pulledmeinthesameeyesthathealedmenotso

longago.

"It'shimIsawhimtheoneIsawonTV"Aphiwesays

"AwukahleAphiwe"Isayinfrustration

"Thismanisanimposteritcan'tbeheisthe

homelessguyAphiwe"Ilookathernoddingmyhead

butshelookslost"Heistheoneihitwithmycarhe

looksdifferentbutIswearit'shim"Iamalreadyon

myfeetpointingathim



"Phiwo"Myfathercallsout

"Babathismancan'teventalkandtheonewho

calledcantalksomethingiswronghere"Aphiwe

takesSiyaoutside

"IamsorryPhiwo"hesayslookingatmehowdidI

notseethathelookedlikeSiyaorwasitthebeards

andhairorIwastoofocusedontheSizwesaga.

"YouknewallalongwhoIwasandyousaidnothing

sawmydaughterandstillsaidnothing"Isaythrough

grittedteath

"Isthistrue"MyfatherasksandNkosiorwhoeverhe

isnods.Iwipemytearsandtrytoslaphimbut

Mnqobiholdsmemyoutburstcausescommotion.

"Youareluckymybrotherisholdingme"I

say

"Ididn'tknowokayIdidn'tknow"hesayslookingat

myfatherinsteadofme

"Awholeweekandyoutellmeyoudidn'tknowI

thoughtyouwereafriendamuteoneathatbutI

wasthefoolhuhwellthejokeisonme"Isaylooking



athim

"Thankyouforplayingme"Iwalkawaywithmy

mothercallingmelikeIjustburnedthehousedownI

turnaroundthat'stheproblemwithmeIam

empulsive

"Yinimathismancameintomylifeandmademea

fool"Ilookathim"IfIhadn'tpostedthatvideoyou

wouldyouhavecomefowardwouldyou"Ishout

"Hewouldhavetrustmemtanami"hismothersays

standingup

"NoMaakekhoozwisisaubuhlungubamakekhohe

lied"Iputupbothmyhandstomyforehead

Manqobatakesmeintohisarmslettingmesob.

"Ithinkit'sbestyouleave"Mymomsayspolitely

Itshouldn'tbehurtingthismuchbutitdoesheknew

andhedidn'twantus,hechosetowriteastupid

letterandwalkedawayjustlikethat.

.......



Thoselikesandshares

[7/9,07:06]Lynne:#12

Ihaven'tchangedmymindonebitthatmanplayed

methat'sthethingwithushumanbeingswetendto

overdothingsandoverthinkthem,IknowIshould

becalmbutIamsoangrythatIcan'tmovepastthe

fewweeksofbetrayalIspentwithhim,Myfatherhas

beenstaringatmeforalmostanhourIthinknot

sayinganything.

MyeyesareonthefloormylipisonthefloorIam

likeathreeyearoldwhohasn'tgottenwhatshe

wants,Timeoutwhohavebeenbetterthanthis

awkwardstare.Iscrunchmynoseandthatawekens

thesinusbeastinmetheurgetoputthepalmofmy

handovermynoseandviolentlyshakemyithasme

bytheballsmyfatherislookingatmeattentively

meaningIcan'tdoithehatesitwhenIdothat

becauseitleavesmynoseallswollenupandIthink

Siyamthandahasadaptedthattoo.Sotoavoida

swollennoseIdothatawfulsoundwhenyouhave



anitchandyoucan'treach.

"Willyoustopthatplease"hesayscamlyasever

"Sorry"Isay

"WhatdidIteachyouaboutbeingimpulsivehuh"he

asksrasinghiseyebrows

"Nevertoactorsaysomethingwithoutthinkingorin

angerbecauseIcannevertakeitback"henodshis

head

"Thenwhydidyouactthewayyoudidwhywould

shoutinfrontofthosepeopledidn'tweteachyou

manners"heasksangrily

"ButBabathatguyliedanotherthingheistheletter

guy"heshakeshead

"Idon'tcarePhiwo"heshouts"AllIknowisyouwill

fixthingsbetweenyouandthatboyforthesakeof

Siyauyangizwawearehavingtheceremonyonthe

weekendwhetheryoulikeitornot"Whatthatisin

twodaystimeItrytosaysomethingbuthislook

warnsmeagainstit,Inodnoteventhinkingtwice.

HewalksawayIknowheisangryandit'sbeentwo



dayssincetheXulu'scameIamgladthatdespite

myoutbursttheceremonyistakingplacemy

daughterdeservesthatatleast.

Ispendthewholeafternooninthegardenwitha

glassofwinereadingacompilationofpoems

phenomenalwomanbySouthAfricanwritersand

MayaAngelou.

Thesepoemsspeaktothewomeninmebutwhich

womanisthatthecowardselfishonethatwalked

awayandthrewallhertoysortheonethatwillstand

tallputherprideasideandsaveherdaughter'slife.I

decideIamthelattermuchstrongerbeautifuland

resilientdamnIamevenusingNkosi'swords,Ishake

thatoffandwalkbackinsideonlyAphiweiswaiting

forme.

"Hey"sheforcesasmilehaiboonlyasmile

"ReallyAphiweayisathethisanikanjalonjejongaIam

eventryinguthetha"shetiltsherheadlikeIjusthita

nerve.

"IleftSiya'sBearatmyplacepleasegofetchitshe

won'tsleepwithoutitandyouknowthat,here'smy



key"Shesayswalkingawayohreallynowfewdays

nyanaandshecan'tsleepwithoutthedamnthing.

Ichangeclotheswearingashortdressandsandals

mycornrowsareokayItakeAphiwe'skeyandstep

outthebreezywindisdoingmefineGodknows

everyporeinbodyneedstobreathe.Idrivetoher

complexlucklytherearenohasslesIgetinperfectly

fine.Theplaceisdarkit'sagoodthingIknowwhere

everythingissomaneuveringitisnothingmybrain

isabitfuzzyprobablytheglassesofwine.Istumble

onsomethingbalancingonthecouch,Iswitchonthe

lightsandscreammylungsout.

"It'sonlymecalmdown"Hisassurancegoesinand

outtheotherear,tillhemovescloserputtingahand

overmymouth.

"Pleasedon'tscream"hesaysslowlyremovinghis

hand.

"Howthehelldidyougetarefollowingme"Iask

lookingatthedoorImeanIopeneditright.

"Aphiweletmein"Igraspmycousinjustsoldme.

"WellthenleaveIhavenothingtosaytoyou"he



backsawayheadingforthedoorandlocksit.

"Whatareyoudoingthisiswrongyouarewrong"I

shoutandinsecondsheisstandingtooclose

almostpinningmetothewall.

"WellIhavesomethingtosayalotinfact"hesays

throughgrittedteathhesmellssogreatIcouldjust

pullhimcloser.

"WellIdon'twanttohearit"hechucklesbacking

awayheseatsontheonesittercouchhisoneleg

overtheother,Heiswearingblacktracksuitsand

theylookgoodonhim,heclearlygoestogymIcan't

believeSiyamthanda'sfatherissohandsome.

"IamsorryforthewaythingsplayedoutIdidn't

exactlyknowwehavedaughtertogether,Iheard

aboutyouthroughmysisterandIsawsome

resemblancebutyouhavetounderstandIwasn't

sureandIhadtomakesure,Iwasdesperatemy

motherhadthesedreamsaboutmehaving

impregnatedsomeone"Iamlisteningattentivelymy

mouthitchingtotellhimtogotohell."Iknowwhat

happenedthatnightIknewyouwerecarryingmy



seedbutIwasn'texpectingyoutoleavelikewhatwe

sharedmeantnothing"hesoftlylaughsasawaveof

sadnesspasseshisbeautifulface.

"Youknewwhydidn'tyoulookforme"helooks

angrynow

"LookforyouIlookedeverywhereandIcouldn'tfind

you,Phiwoyouleftlikeathiefyoudeniedmeandmy

daughterachance,Achancetobeafatherdon'ttell

meaboutlooking"heshoutsalreadyonhisfeetwhy

isheturningthisallonme.

"No.noyoudon'tgettosaythatIwentbackthere

andtheplacewasempty,Iwasaloneandseventeen

scaredbutforyounottotellmewhoyouareand

trickmethathurt"Isayputtingahandovermychest

heclosesthespacebetweenusandgentlypullsme

intohisarms.

"IamsorryokayIamsorrybutthisisn'taboutyou

butmydaughterallowmetodorightbyherplease

thenyoucanbeangryasyoulike"hesayssounding

sincere

"Okay"Inodholdinghimtightlysobaftersobhe



brushesmybackkissingthetopofmyhead.he

picksmeupbridalstylehiseyeslandonmybare

thighsIshouldn'thaveworethisdressbecausehis

handisonthemthisfeelslikeDejàvualloveragain,I

can'tfighthimhewalksallthewaytothebedroom

andtucksmeinIamabitdisappointedthatwinedid

anumberonme.Doesn'tmeanIforgivehimthough

.........

Happydreams
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Everwokeupnotbecauseyouwantedbutbecause

youhadto,Imeanoneturnandalreadyyoursenses

arefullyatworkthat'smerightnowwakingup

becauseIfeeltoocomfortableandIfeelapairof

eyesonme.Isqueezemythighsgreatnothingfeels

foreignIlookatmyselfandIamwearingoneof

Aphiwe'snightiesothat'swhyIfeelcomfortable.I

turnmyheadandthereheisstaringstillinlast

night'sclothesheishandsomeandallthethingsi



imaginedhimdoingtomewhilstiwasinthe

hospitalcomefloodingback,don'tjudgethat'smy

babydaddyIbitemytongueafterthatthoughtI

don'townthisguyIdon'tevenknowhim.It'stoo

earlytobewakingupngekeit'snotevenhalfpast

fiveyet.

"Morning"hesaysandthatvoiceismusictomyears

Kwestacantakeafourfourmasihlalisanebackseat

Mrmanherehasthevoice,hesoundslikeLiam

NeesonandGeoffreyRushcombinedexcepthe's

handsomeandisablackmanazuluoneatthat

thesepeoplearestubbornIlivewiththreeofthem.

"Morningyouundressedmeyoucouldhavewoken

meupIwasn'tdrunkyouknow"heraiseshis

eyebrowwhatIwasn'tdrunkveleorwasI.

"Ihaveseenitbeforenothingspecial"hesays

focusingonhisphone.

"Itdoesn'tmatteryoushouldn'thave"heliftshis

headupgivesmethatlook,onlymyfathergivesto

mymotherwhenshestartsbeingcrazy.

ForsomereasonIthoughtthismorningwouldbe



differentyouknowlikeinthemovieswhereboy

meetsgirlspendonenighttogetherandboom

breakfastinbed.

Hestandsupandexitstheroomgivingmetimeto

makethebedandvisitthetoilet.

IdoallthatandhavethepleasureofthrowinginBlck

GirlsbyZolaniandIamaterriblesingerbutitfeels

goodscreaminglikeadestressedchicken.

Iwalkouttheshowertakeatoweldryupandthrow

itonthebasket.Iwearmydressnoundies,Ifindhim

onthecouchwatchingTVtherearetwocupsof

coffeeonthetable.

"Imadeyouacup"Iwalkoverandsettlenextto

him,westayinthatpositionandthesilenceis

dreadfulonemomentIwanttojumphimandthe

nextmyheartisracingIamscaredofthisguy.

"MynameisPhiwokuhleZwane"Isayextendinga

handovertohim.

"AndIamNkosinathiSmisokuhleXulu"hesays

shakingitgreatwearegettingsomewhere



"Iamthemotherofyourchild"Isayawkwardly

"Iamherfather"webothlaughafterthattillhis

laughturnsintoacryIthoughtIwastheonlyone

whodidthat.

"Ididn'tmeantoupsetyou"hequicklywipesthem

up

"It'snotyouit'sthejoyofknowingIamafather"he

sayslaughingandmytoescurlthisman.

"Andsheissmartandbeautifuljustlikeyou"he

looksamusedbymyadmission

"AmanishandsomebutIwilltakebeautiful"hesays

nudgingmeifheonlyknewhiseyesarebeautifulhis

lipsprobablytenderandcoldheisdefinitelyolder

thanmekantihowdrunkwasIvele.

"Youkeptthering"Iaskpointingatit.

"IjustfeltlikeIhadtoandit'sexpensive"hesays

tuckingitin

"Areyoumarriedordoyouhaveanyotherkids"he

looksannoyednowthescaryfrontisbackIstandto

gomakebreakfastandofferhimaplatewiththe



works,nowaterjustadishclothtowipehishands,I

takemyplatetoAphiwe'sbedroomandeatthereI

won'tstayinthesameroomwithagrumpyperson

minaIambeingniceandheisbeingcold.

AfterawhileIhearthedoorbangIwalkandlookout

thewidowandseehiscardriveouthedidn'teven

saygoodbye.

ItidyupandsportafoldedpaperIopenitupitsa

writtenletteranditisMsiso'shandwritingheckIam

readingititsnowAphiwe'spropertymakingitmine

toosimple.

"Dearkhosi

Iknowthissoundscrazyandit'sunsualtohavea

grownmanwritealetterletalonethatmanbeing

me,Ifoundthisbeingabetterwaytosaywhatmy

hearttrulyfeels.

IamsorryIcouldn'tprotectyouandloveyouthe

wayyouwanted,Iamsorryforfailingyounotaday

goesbythatIdon'tthinkaboutyou,Ihatemyselffor

everythingIputyouthroughI.."

BeforeIcangoanyfurtherthedoorisswungopen



startlingmeandhestandingthereIshamefullyfold

backtheletterandputitonthetablesuddenlyevery

inchofmybodyitches,ifonlythegroundcouldopen

upandIwouldn'twaittobeswallowedImyself

wouldpersonallyjump.

Andwhowritesletterinthistimeofdayandwhyis

hesorrynotthatit'sanyofmybusiness.

Heslowlywalksovertometakesthepapershoves

itinhispocket.

"Abakazekabakushayaneh"hewhispersinmyear

mybodygoesnumbisheanotherSizwe.

"Iamsorryitwon'thappenagainIpromiseIwill

behave"helooksatmeforwhatfeelslikeforever.

"Whatdidyoujustsay"heaskshisfacefrowning

"NothingIthinkyoushouldleave"henodsandwalks

awayIlockthedoorbehindhim,Ineedtogetagrip

andmindmyownbusiness.

IdrivehomestillthinkingabouttheletterIreally

wantedtoaskwhohewroteittoobutthatmanis



intimidatingandbig.IamwelcomedbyachirpySiya

whohasherbearwiththischildisanearlybird.She

throwsherselfinmyarms.

"HeyNana"shegigglespullingaway.

"Ubuyaphimama"Iruffleherhairandsmile

"Ihadtogoseesomeone"shenodsrunningtothe

gardenit'sagoodthingthatrashhasn'tspreadto

herfaceitnolongerburnslikeitdid.Iwalkin

shootingstraighttomyroom.

"Isawyounjalobuyalah"Mymothershoutsthisis

notokayIneedtofindaplaceprettysoon.

"SawbononaMa"sheremovesherreadingglasses

andlooksatmefromheadtotoe.

"Uvelaphi"Iscratchmyheadabitthinkingof

somethingthatwillshutherupbecauseseriously

it'stooearlyforsuch.

"KhayahadaproblemandIhadtohelpherout"she

clapsherhandsandlaughs

"Phiwokuhledon'ttellmeyouaredatingthatdoctor"

shelooksflushedthisishilarious



"MaIcandatewhoeverIwant"Ilaughlookingather

expression

"YourfatherislookingforyouandSmiso'sfamilyis

expectingustonight"shesayswithasmile

"ButwhyMa"sheraisesoneeyebrowthisismycue

toleave.

"AreyousanePhiwoorshouldislapsomesense

intoyou"Ishakemyhead

"IamsorryforsleepingoutMa"shesmilesshooing

meaway,IfindAphiwe'sinmybedwithmylaptop.

"Heyyouarebackhowwasit"sheaskssmilingtoo

hard.

"YousoldmeandyouaskmehowwasitmybeI

shouldstrangleyouandshowyouhowitwas"she

pullstheblanketsoverherselfcompletelyclosing

meoff.thisremindsofonenighttheparentswere

awayandwewereleftwiththeboys,AphiweandI

heardsomenoiseandwewentlookingsawa

humanfigurescreamedandranforourlivesonlyto

haveAphiwehideundertheblanketsandleaveme

outsideluckilythepersonwasMnqobi.



"Foryourinformationitwasawfulandawkward

ngiyayisabaleyandoda"shepeaksandlaughs

"Haudidn'tyoutwohavesomesteamyparents

reunion"Iamdumbfoundedbyherstatementnot

thatitdidn'tcrossmymind.

"Nowedidn't"IliebackthinkingoftomorrowSiya

willfinallybelongtoherfather'sfamily.

.

EveryoneisallpackedSiyaisexcitedaboutthetrip

toKZNsheheardDurbanandcouldn'tcontainher

excitement,Idon'tgetmyfathersometimes,

personallyIwouldhavepreferredflyingbutnonot

MrZwanewearedrivingkantiimalingeyaniifyou

won'tspendit.

ThedrivetokwaMnyathiislongandtiringIhave

beentextingSmisothemomentwegotontheroad

butstillnoresponse,theplaceisnotbadit's

beautifulremindsmeofourgardenexceptit'sunruly

andmorebeautifulthemountainsandstreams,I

shouldn'tevenbecomparingmothernatureather

bestandafewpotplantsandtreeswhatamIsaying



thisplaceisbeautiful.Ifthereweretobeanatural

disasteritwouldbeflooded.Wefinallyarrive

Manqobaisexcitedtobeamongstothermenand

Mnqobiwellheisokay.

"Mamawherearewe"SiyapipesupIlookatMom

whoshakesherhead.

"Let'sgoinfirstbabyMamawilltellyoueverything"

that'sareliefshehasn'taskedthewhyspeach.

Hisfamilywelcomesuswithjoyandsingingthe

momentwereachthefirstgatebythetimewereach

thesecondonehiswholefamilyisoutside.we

receivehugsandIhatehugstheysometimescreep

meout.

Hisfatherleadsthewholefamilytooneofthe

Rondavelsintroduceseveryoneandlet'susgo.We

aretakentothemainhousebeforethedesignated

ones.

"It'ssonicetoseeyouIdidn'tthinkyouwouldagree"

hismother'ssaysgivingmeahug

"ItwaswrongofmetoactthewayIdidMaIam

sorry"shesmiles



"MysonwaswrongforlyinginfactIwillcallhimjust

nowhegotherebeforeyou"shesayswalkingout

thisfamilyismoniedSiyaissoclingyhangingonmy

hipforgettingshe'soldandheavy.

Smisowalksinhiseyesdon'tleaveSiyamthandait's

likeheisseeingherforthefirsttime.heseatsdown

stilllookingatSiyawhoispoppinghereyeslooking

atthismansheprobablyrecogniseshimbutcan't

nailitIclearmythroatandthosebeautifultaunting

eyeslookatmeandonlyme.

"SiyarememberwhenMamasaidshewillexplain

whywearehere"shenodswithasmile

"Wellthisisyourdaddy"Iblurtoutshelooks

confusedImeanIhavealwayspractisedtheIdon't

knowyourfatherspeechnotthisoneSmisosmiles

Ohheisfindingthisfunnyhemovesclosergoes

downonhiskneeandlooksatanuneasySiya.

"Whatyourmommymeansisthatjustlikeshehas

grandpabearasherdaddy,fromnowonyouhave

measyourdaddy"shelooksatmewithasmilethen

backatSmiso



"AuntysaidIdon'thaveadaddy"shesayslooking

downIwillkillZoleka.

"Wellthat'snottrueIamyourfatherandIloveyou"

hesaysopeninghisarmSiyahesitatesbut

eventuallygivesin.

"Mamacomehugmydaddy"tearssilentlyfallfrom

hiseyesandsodomine.Ijoininandtakeachance

atwipinghistears.

Westaylikethattillhismothermothercomesback.

"Ididn'tmeantodisturbyouguys,Ijustwantedtotell

youSisithatyouwillsleepintheRondavelwithus"

Smisolooksathismother

"HayiSmisodon'tlookatmelikethatyouknow

Siyamthandahastosleepthere"shesays

attemptingtotakeherbossladyhereisclingingon

toherfather.

"It'sokaybaby"hesayskissinghercheekhismother

walksout.Imovecloserandwrapmyarmsaround

himIfeellikeheneedsthishughepullsawayafter

squeezingmesohard.



"CanIcomegetyouwheneveryoneisasleep"Idon't

thinktwiceInod

"Keepyourphonewith"hesayshaaIningizoyifaka

emabeleni.

.....

Iwouldliketothankallofyou,Toallthosewholike,

Comment,shareandkeepspreadingtheword

invitingpeopletothispagethankyousomuch.

Saturdayemnandi
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Wearestrangersinthispartofthecountrybutthe

welcomewehavereceivedhaschuckedallthat

aside,itfeelslikewearefamilyonebigfamily,After

mytalkwithSmisoIdon'twhybutIlovethisname.

IwalkedbacktotheRondavelwithhishelpofcouse

andthemomentIwalkinsidealleyeswereonme

questioningeyes,Theplacesmelledofcowdung



emsamowasthetraditionalbear,Snuff,incense

someB.Bandrawmeatyoucanimagineallthose

smellsinfusedinone.

"Someofthesewomenwantbhutitomarrytheir

daughters"hissistersaidpolitely

AndSiyawasstillawaketellinganyonewhocaredto

listenaboutherfatherandGrandpabear,she

couldn'tstopaskingabouthim,AndmeItookmy

phoneandputitinmybraIsaidIwilldoitrightI

evenaskedAphiwetoborrowmeshavingcreamif

shehadoneandshejustlaughedatmesayingmy

bushremindsherofCynthiaNixontheonewhose

husbandcheatedfromSEXANDTHECITYand

speakingofherwhichmarriedcouplehassex

wearingshirtsImeanwhathappenedtoskintoskin.

Backtolastnightwestarteddancingallthewomen

hadfun,tosayIampissedisputtingitmildyit'slike

mesayingIspilledacartonofmilkandwipeditoff.

Iwaitedevengotsomesweatonmyphonephela

therewasafireanddololoman,hedidn'tevencall

andIcouldheartheywerealsohavingtheirown



partyoutsideandmybrothershappentoknow

indlamuandweallknowhowpeoplefrom

emakhayalookdownonyouwhenyounolonger

knowyourwaysorcan'tdoasimpleZuludanceI

don'tblamethough.It'sagoodthingmyfathernever

compromisedwhenitcametootherthings.

Wehavebeenupsincedawnwellnotmethanksto

Siyathat'smyweaponshehasbeennaggingme

aboutseeingherfathertraitor.

"Mamayoupromised"shelookssadabouttopopa

cry

"Noyourfatherisbusyokay"Isaypointingafinger

ather.

"NoIwantmydaddy"Ilookaroundthisonewillget

ityazIclosemyeyenotwantingtoseeherface

phelathesekidsaremanipulative.shestarts

screaminghaibodrawingattentiontous.

"Doyourealiseshewon'tstop"Aphiwesaysstartling

me.



"Smi..ImeanNathiisbusyandIdon'twanttodisturb

him"Aphiwelaughsclappingherhands

"Youarejustangryhedidn'tcallyoulastnight"Ilook

awayandfindhimstaringhefastwalkstowards

us,hisfocusisonmylegsIlookonmysideandSiya

ispullingmydressmakingnoise,shespotsher

fatherandrunstowardshim.Helooksheavenlyeven

withouttrying,thetwowalkawayandIamleft

helpingtheotherladies.

Iamgladthedayisalmostovermyfathersays

thingswentwellandluckilytheydidn'tshaveSiya's

hair,WearenowintheRondaveltheonewesleptin

menandwomendifferentsidesit'sjustfamilyhis

fatheristheoneleadingtheceremony.somuchhas

beendonenowit'sthelaststeptothankthe

ancestors.

"Zulu

Gxabhashe

DonnawaseNkweleni,SonkephekaZilingane

nabefokazana.



Wenaowashayaphansikwavel'abantunezinkomo"

hisfathersayspraisenaming

Ayoungboygoesaroundgivingsnuffandsomeof

thatthingoldmansmoke.Anolderonefollowswith

thetraditionalbeerhelpingeveryonedrinkafterall

thatisdonehisuncleclearshisthoat.

"Xulu"hesays

"Xulu"thefamilyrepeats

"Gxabhashe"hesays

"Gxabhashe"thefamily

"Donda"hesays

"Donda"thefamily

"Siyabonga"hesaysproudlythereisaloudroarfrom

themenweareaskedtostartservingthefood.

Everyoneisinahappymoodtheolderwomenare

dancinganddrinkingbear.

"DidyouknowNathislaughteredthecowoneman"

Aphiweasksgrinning

"Youwish"shelaughs



"WellIsawhimthatshouldbeproofenough"she

sayswalkingawayapartofmeisimpressedbutI

don'tbelieveAphiwethatwasonehellofabull.

"OhIforgotMamzosaidyoushoulddishupfor

ibabaziyakho"Sheshoutsfromadistance,Ifix

myselfupfirstIhaveneverheardofsuchbutheyI

dishupforhimandfindhimseatedwithothermen,I

don'tknowwhattodoalleyesareonmeprobably

waitingtosee.Imoveclosermyheaddownand

bendmykneesgivinghimhisfood.

"Lookatme"hesayscamlyIlookupandhehasthis

lookIjustdon'tgetasifIoffendedhim.

"Pleasestandup"Idoastoldstilllookingathim

"Thankyou"hesaystakinghisfoodwowthatwas

intenseIwalkasfastasIcanandjointheother

ladies,SiyamthandaiswithbothhergranmothersI

thinksheishavingfunbutIfearherbeingspoiled

it'slikeshejustbecamethatrayofsunshinethe

lightattheendofthetunnel.Myfeetarekillingme

andthesepeoplearestillarounditsgettingdarker

outside,Iwalkoutinhopesofclearingmymindbut



noticeSmiso'sdooropenplusIneedtotalktohim.

Hisbackisfacingthedoorsoclearlyhecan'tsee

mebuttheviewisgreatdelicioustobeprecise.I

clearmythroatandhavehimturnthereisbloodon

hisarm.

"HiIwasjustumhmwalkingaroundandIsawthe

dooropen"henodshishandstillonhisarm

"Letmehelpyouwiththat"hesitsandallowsmeto

cleanhimup

"Whathappened"Iaskwipinghimcleanwhydoesn't

hehaveashirtonthisman.

"Justastubbornbull"hesayslikeit'snothingIcan't

takemyeyesofhim.

"TheceremonywasbeautifulandIlovethenames"

hesmileshedecidedtonameherThandolwethu

NtokozoyamiXulu.

"IshouldbethankingyouPhiwo"hesaystakingmy

handkissingit,hemovescloserparalysingmehis

lipstouchminekissingme,Ihavebeenwaitingfor

thismomentanditfeelsgoodsparksareflying,My



heartknowsthismanhepullsawaycatchinghis

breathhelooksshockedhemusthavefeltwhatI

have.

"Didyoufeelthat"hesmilesbutasadone

"Don'tfallinlovewithme"hesaysstandingup

leavingmeinshockheclosesthedoorandIdon't

knowifIshouldlaughorcry.Iblinkawaythetears

butthatdoesn'tworktheyfall.

"Youshouldn'tgiveuponhim"Ilookaroundthe

lightsaredimmedandthereisnoonethedooris

stillclosedandIdidn'tevenclosemyeyesforlong.

"Who'sthere"Myvoiceispanicked

"TellhimIforgivehimthatIknowhetried"thevoice

echoes

"Whoeveryouarepleasejuststopokay"Iamata

pointwhereIwillpeeonmyself.

"Hishappinesslieswithyounowalwayshasand

minewithhimbutthat'sthepast"thevoice

continues

"Who"Iaskalreadyonmyfeetthedoorseems



JammedIcan'tgetout.thedooropensandSmiso

walksin.

"Phiwowhat'swrong"heaskstryingtotouchme

"Getawayfromme"helookssurprised

"Calmdown"hesayscomingcloser

"Isaiddon'ttouchmelakininiyathakatha"Ilookat

hisfacialexpressionsandhisfocusisnotonmebut

thedoor.Iturnandfindhisfatherstandingthereand

hejustheardmeHawemangizogeziswaumuzi.

......

Goodnightsnack
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Iheardsomeonespeaktomeanditcouldbesome

ghostormaybesomeonewasplayingaprankon

me,Idon'tknoworwasIjustcaughtupinmy

emotionsthatIimaginedthewholething,hisfather



islookingatmeasItrytoexplainwhathappened

thatiheardawoman'svoicetalkingtomeileaving

outwhatthevoicespecificallysaid,hetellsmeto

startagainandslowlythistime,Idoexactlythathe

keepsnoddingandlookingatSmiso

"BabaIdidn'tmeantodisrespectyourhouseIwill

welcomeanypunishmentorfine"heshakeshis

headraisinghisonehandIshutmypipe.

"It'sokayndodakaziIunderstandanddon'tworry

therewon'tbeanyfinemayIspeaktomyson

please"hesayscamlyashissonstillmaintaininghis

smile.

TheybothwalkoutandIamleftlookingaroundthis

placecreepsmeout,WhatifhisfatheristellinghimI

amcrazythisIwilltaketothegrave.hewalksback

lookingmoretired.

"Sowhatelsedidthesupposedvoicesay"heasks

takingoffhisshirt

"ThatwasallIswearIamnotlookingforattentionor

anythingIheardthevoicepanickedandwhenyou

cameinIdidn'tknowwhattothink"helooks



convincedImeanwhatdoyoudowhenyouhear

voices.

"Comehere"hesayspullingmeinforahug

"Youhavetotameyourselfyoucan'tbehotheaded

andactimpulsiveyouwillgetyourselfkilledone

day"hesaysstaringdownonmeIhatethat

impulsivelinesowhatifIhappentobevocalandmy

emotionsarealwaysreadytodancemyparents

raisedmewellbutthatdoesn'tmeanIshouldn'tvent

bescared,frustratedoralltheseotheremotions.

"AboutealiermefallinginloveIthinkyouwereright"

hecompletelypullsaway.

"Iwilltaketheotherroomyouwillusemine"hesays

showingmehisbedroomit'ssupercleanthecolours

areblackandwhiteheshowsmeeverythingthen

attemptswalkingaway.

"Pleasedon'tleavestay"helooksunsurebutnon

therelessstayswithme.

"IpromiseafterleavingthisplaceIwillstayoutof

yourway"heisnotevenlookingatmenow.



"Whatdoyoumean"heasks

"YouwillseeNtokozoasmuchasyouwantandI

won'tstandinyourwayjustpromisemeyouwon't

disappointher"helooksuneasyunsettledandfora

momentIamworried.

"Iwouldn'tdreamofhurtingyouguys"hesaysstill

notlookingmywayImovefromwhereIam

standingandjoinhimonthebed.

"Smisopleasetellmewhat'swrong"Isaywithone

handonhisjawhisfacefacingme.

"NothingiswrongIamthehappiestmanaliveIhave

adaughterandherbeautifulmothertotopitall"he

laughsatleastIseeasmileonthathandsomeface.

"Okaythenwebetterhitthesackit'salongday

tomorrow"henodshelpingmeoutofmyshoes.

HeputshisarmovermeIfeelprotectedbutIcan't

closemyeyeswhatifitcomesback,hisfathersaidI

shouldn'tworrybutIamashamedIinsultedhimin

hisownhome.

"Phiwoareyouasleep"heasksoutoftheblue



"Nojustthinking"hehelpsmefacehim

"IknowitsoundssillybutcanyoucallmeSiya'sf..

nevermind"hesaysawkwardly

"UlalekahleBabakaSiyamthandaNtokozoyami

Xulu"hereleasesasoftmanlylaughifonlyIcould

seethelookonhisface.

"Aboutthevoice"Itellhim

"Let'sforgetaboutthevoiceokayjustsleep"hesays

sternlyohwellIdidsayIwilltaketothegrave.

Thetriptobackwastiringmybrotherstookturns

drivingmyfatherwasn'thavingnonofit,Siyawason

mylaplikethebabyshethinkssheisnotthatImind

Ialmostlostherseeinghersmilebringsjoytomy

heartnowIgettohavemyenergeticbubblybear

back.

IamwokenupbyherslapsIthoughtwewere

passedthisperiod.

"Mama"Sheopensmyeyeusingherfinger

"Whatisitbaby"shegigglespokingme



"CanwegoseeBaba"Iopenmyeyesthischildmust

becrazywewerewithhimthismorning.

"Yourfatherisnotbackyetwewillseehim

tomorrowokay"Shestartsopeninghermouth

gasping

"Trymeandyouwillgetit"Shesniffsthischild

"ShallIgiveyousomethingtocryabouthuh"Iask

readytowhoopher.

"SorryMama"shesaysgettinginsidegoodnowwe

canbothsleeppeacefully.

ItakemyphoneandcallSmisojusttocheckupon

himitgoesunansweredIleaveamessagetelling

himhowSiyamisseshim.Mybodyissotiredeven

myeyescan'tkeepup.Siyaisalreadysnoringnextto

meIcarefullylookatherfeaturesshelookslikeher

fatherandthoseeyesaredefinitelyher

grandmother'sandthepersonashehasbelongsto

thisfamily.

RainstartspouringIhatethunderstrikesIamoneof

thosepeoplewhoarescaredorthunderand

uncannysounds,silenceistheworst.Ioverthinkand



panicresultingtomecrashing.Mydooropensand

mamawalksinshestillremembers.

"Maaren'tyousupposedtobeasleep"shetiltsher

headtothesidewithasmile.

"OhIthoughtyouneededmebutit'sokayIwillgo"

shesaysplayfully

"HawuMadon'tbelikethatcome"Shegetsinwe

haveSiyainthemiddleBabamustbefuming.

"ThankyouMamaforeverything"shesmilesher

beautifulsmilemymotherisoneofthosepeople

thatcan'tstayangryforlongshehastoremind

herselfthatsheissupposedlyangrywhichnever

works.

"IwoulddoanythingforyoumntanamiIloveyou"I

nodfullyacknowledgingherloveIhavealways

wantedtobelikemymothergrowingupeven

thoughihavemademistakesherlovehasalways

beenconsistent,Iwasinspiredbyhertostartmy

givingprojectnowIhavetobroadenmyhorizons

andhelpmorepeopleespeciallywomenand

children.



"IloveyoutooMa"tearsmysteriousfallfrommy

eyesmyheartfeelsheavier.

"Phiwowhat'swrong"Hereyesaresquintshereally

looksworried.

"Idon'tknowMa"Ihonestlysay

"Mustbethestupidthunder"shesayscomingtomy

sideherhugsarethebest.

IwakeuptosomebrightlightandMamaisonthe

phonenothersbutmineherfaceisunreadable,lucky

formetherainhasstoppedSiyaissleeping

peacefully.

"Mawhat'swrong"Iask

"IwillberightbackIjustneedtotalktoyourfather"

shesprintsoutofthebedmomentsaftertheyboth

walkinwithmyfather.

"YouguysareseriouslyfreakingmeoutisitAphiwe"

Mymothershakesherhead.

"ThenwhoMamawhat'swrong"Iasklookingatmy

mother'stears



"Mbusotellher"shesayslookingatmyfather

"LangacalledandNkosinathiwasinvolvedinan

accidentand.."Ishakemyheaditcan'tbe

"Babathat'snottrueheishomehisflightisfor

tomorrow"hecomescloser

"NoSmisois..is"WordsfailmeIaminmyfather's

armsrefusingtocry.

"Ahhh"Iscreamfromthissharppaincomingfrom

thelowerpartofmystomach.

"Phiwowhat'swrong"Momasks

"Idon'tknowahhh"itshootsagain

"Ithinkit'stheshockweneedtogethertothe

hospital"MyDadsaysliftingmeupmomattempts

totakeSiyamthandabutBabarefuses.

"It'sbestItakeheryoustaywithSiya"hesaysthe

painisgettingstrongerandstrongerIfeelfaintand

hotlikeeverypartofmewillexplodeMamaiscrying

makingthingsworse,AsBabarushesoutwithme

myeyesarefailingmegettinghardertokeepthem

open.



.....

It'sasmallpiecebutIjusthadtopostitbefore

ngiyodlalawithotherkids

Happynewyear beautifulpeople

Spreadtheloveletitshineandlet'sallbegreatful

andwelcometheupcomingyearwithgrace.

Iappreciateyourparticipationandkeepthose

commentscoming.

Nginithandathandi

[7/9,07:07]Lynne:#16

Nothingfeelsrightandeverythingfeelswrongwith

mybody,itseemslikeIspenttherestofthenight

heremyfatherishereandmysexydoctorkhayais

heretoolookingtiredthough,Mybodyfeelslikea

battleZonejustlikewhenSizweusedtobeatmeup

exceptthistimetherearenobruises.Ican'thear

thembuttheyarehavingsomesortofa



conversationIclearmythroat.

"Baba"hesmilesmovingcloser

"Heyyouscaredme"hesayskissingmyforehead

"IamsorryIdidn'tmeantoo"heshakeshishead.

"Youdidn'tdoanythingokay"Inodlookingatkhaya

"Whathappenedwhat'swrongwithme"IaskMy

brainisstillfoggythedetailsabitscattered.

"Don'tyourememberthephonecall"heasks

frowningjustthenmymotherwalksin,Iimmediately

breakdownhereyesareswollenclearyshehasbeen

crying.

"Mama"Sheopensherarmstakingmein.

"It'sokayIamheresukhalamtanami"Shesaysher

voiceshaky

"Ishedead"Iaskbitingmyliphemustbedeadright

mymotherhasbeencrying.

"Noheisstillalive"shesaypullingawayandwipes

mytears.

"Thenwhyareyoucrying"IasklookingmyDad.



"BecauseyouarehereandIwasjustscared"she

sayslookingatmyfatherwhohashishandonmy

mother'sshoulder.

"YouareseriouslygettingoldBabatellher"heforces

asmileandnods

"Doctorwhat'swrongwithme"shepagesthrougha

filethenlooksup.

"Haveyoubeenstressedlatelydoingstrainers

exercisesdrinkingcaffeine"sheasks

"Wellbesidebeingapunchingbag"Ilaughandmy

Dadclearshisthroatguessthatwasn'tfunny"Ihave

beenliftingheavythingsnothingbig,coffeehasbeen

keepingmesanesinceSiyastartedgettingsick,So

yeahIhavebeenstressednotgettingenoughsleep"

shenodsjottingallthatdown.

"Relaxnothingiswrongwithyou,youjusthappened

toexperienceacaseofseveremenstrualbleeding

butyouareperfectlyfineyourchemicalph

imbalanceswerehavingafield"Shelaughs

awkwardlyIamnotadoctorbutwhatshesayingis

vaguethepeopleandtheirconfusingjargon.Can't



shejustsayyouareonyourperiodinsteadof

blabbing.

"MamawhereisSiya"IaskIalreadymissherIfeel

broody.

"IleftherwithAphiwecouldn'tallowhertoseeyou

likethis"shesayswithasmile.

"IwanttoseeSmiso"Mamashakesherhead.

"It'stoosoonmybabylethimrest"shesaysbrushing

myhair.

"BabaIwanttoseehimplease"helooksdefeated

thepoweroftears.

"Iamsorryyoucan'tseehim"hesayswalkingoutI

lookatmymotherwhoshrugshershouldersIknow

hiswordisfinal.

"Lastnightwhenyoucriedwhatwe'reyoufeeling"

sheasksholdingmyhandIrememberthefeeling

verywell.

"Sadlikeapartofmewasfadingawaymyheartfelt

heavierMama"shewipesmytearsblinkinghers

away.



"HaveyousleptwithSiya'sfather"sheaskwhatI

meanreallySiyaisproofthatIhavetastedthatman.

"ReallyMa5yearsandthenboomaminime"she

laughsplayfulhittingme.

"Imeanrecentlysinceyoureunited"Ishakemyhead

IalmostdidbutnotthatIwouldtellherthat.

"Okay"shelooksbothered

"Mamaistheresomethingwrong"sheshakesher

headlightlypattingmyhandandIsensesomeliein

hersomethingshehasneverdonethiswholeday

mehasbeenweirdifIdidn'tknowbetterIwouldsay

someonedied,thistakesmetowhenmysisterdied.

Mamahelpsmebathwhichiscompletely

unecessaryIamnotsickjustonmyperiodtheday

goesbyandmyheartiswithSmisoIreallymisshim

andhisquietdemeanorheisaspecialbreedthat

onehandsomeandmostdefinitelysexy.Thefact

thatheistalldrivesmecrazyhecanfulfilallmy

desireswellamanwhocanpickupawomanis

treasureinmybookthoughheisaclosedbook.



MamaleftandIhavebeenstaringatthewalland

ceilingthisplaceisdrivingmecrazy,Ireallywantto

gohomeandkhayasaysonlytomorrowatleastI

havemyphonewiththemusicwillkeepmesanefor

nowIhavesongsofABBAonrepeatSiyaloves

dancingtothemovieMAMAMIAIcan'twaitto

watchmovie2IsawthetrailorandithasChermy

favourite,Ifearmybabygirlmightinherentmyweird

tasteonthings,Khayawalksinlookingabitfeshyou

canclearlyseesignsoffatiguefromafar.

"Myfavouritedoctorinthishospital"shelaughshuh

atleastthereisasmile.

"Howareyoufeeling"sheasksmakingherself

comfortableonthebed.

"MuchbetterIjustwanttogohome"shesmiles

staring.

"Tomorrowdon'tworry"shesayshereyesare

roamingaround.

"CanIseehimIjustwanttoseeformyselfifheis

alive"shefrownsclenchingherjawshelookssexy

yaz.



"Yourfathersaidno"shesayscomposingherself

"KhayapleasengiyakucelaIjustwanttoseehim

please"Isaytakingherhandholdingitfirmly.

"Okaybutonlyforafewminutes"shesayshelping

meoutofthebedwalkinghurtsabitperiodpains

arethepits.

Wewalksinceshesaysit'sbettertostretchheisin

aprivateward,khayaallowsmetoenteralonegiving

mesomeprivacy,helooksdifferentlikebruisedhurt

differenthisonelegisbrokenandhisrightarmI

guessafewfracturedribstoo.

"Heyit'smePhiwoIjustcametocheckuponyou,

youlookhorriblebytheway"Iwipemytearssofly

laughing.

"Idon'tknowwhattosayNkosinathingicelauvukeif

notforyourfamilythenforiNtokozoyakhoifyou

don'twakeuptheninbooksthatmeansyou

disappointedourdaughter"Isaytakingmyselfoutof

theequation.

"Igotadmittedyesterdaynothingseriousnewsof

youraccidenthitmehardBabakaNtokozoifyou



canhearmewakeupevenifit'snottomorrowbut

try"Istandupandkisshislips

"That'ssomemotivationIamcontributingtothe

struggle"someoneclearstheirthroathavingme

almostfall.

"It'sonlymeIdidn'tmeantoscareyou"hismother

says

"IwasonmywayoutMa"shelookssoshockedby

mystatement

"Stayit'shisstubbornnesstoseeyouthatlanded

himhere"Mymouthishalfopenwhat.

"Idon'tunderstandMa"Sheisbusyfixinghimup

tuckingandfluffinguppillowsmyeyeslandonhis

crouchthisguyisgifted.

"Hewantedtoseeyouguysandtalktoyouhis

fatherwarnedhimnottodrivebuthedidn'tlisten"

shesaysbreakingdownIcomfortherwhileshe

sobsforherson.

"It'sokayMahewon'tdie"Ipullawayandweboth

lookathim.



"He'shandsomeishenot"Inodgoodgenesrunin

theirfamily.ShetellsmeaboutSmisogrowingup

sheevenshedssomelightonwhathappenedduring

thereyearsweapartyouguysknowwhatI

mean,Apparentlyshekeptpesteringhimabouta

childouttheretillhewrotealettersupposedlytothe

motherofhisunknownchildit'scuteandfunnyat

thesametime.Iwilldefinitelyaskhimaboutthe

letterseemslikeheisaloverofpenandpaperput

together.

.

.

MeanwhileMbusoispacingupanddowninhis

bedroomtryingtomakehiswifeunderstandhetook

adecisionhethoughtisbestforhisdaughter.

"Mbusopleasewehavetotellher"Ziyandabegs.

"Thisismydaughteryouaretalkingaboutshe

alreadyblamesherselfforwhatthatboydid"he



barkshisvoicerising.

"Sheismydaughtertoo"Ziyandasaysmovingcloser

tohimsheplacesherhandsonhischestcalming

himdownshe'salwayshadthateffectonher

husband.

"Ifyouwanttoloseherthengoaheadtellher"he

saysbreathingheavily.

"ButMbusoshehastoknowsoshecanmoveon"

sheinsists

"ZeecomeonyouofallpeopleknowhowPhiwois

shewon'tbeabletohandlethis,Idon'twanttolose

mydaughterbecauseyoucan'tkeepquietpicture

this"hesaysmovingawayfromhiswife.

"Phiwothereasonyouwereinhospitalisbecause

youhadamiscarriageohwaitnotwithonebabybut

twohere'sanotherthingthedoctorswerebusywith

youthewholenightandtheythinkyoumightnever

beabletocarryababyfulltermbutit'sokayit'snot

yourfaultbutthatbastardwhokeptbeatingyouup

tillyouendedupinthehospital"allthiswhile

Ziyandaisintearsrealisingthehiddentruthinall



thisandthedamageSizwedid.

"OhyiniumtanamiMbuso"shebreakdownin

Mbuso'sstrongarms

"It'sokayshedoesn'tneedtoknowbutIhavetocall

Sibiyaandlethimknowacleansingceremonyhasto

bedoneforPhiwo"hesaysholdinghertight.

"HowwillyoudothatletalonehavePhiwoagree

withoutknowing"sheaskslookingatastressed

Mbuso.

"Sizwe'sfatherisareasonablemanhewilldothis

andasforPhiwoIwillmakeaplan"hesayskissing

hiswife'shand

"IloveyouZwane"Shesayskissinghimsheholds

thebackofhisheadpullinghimcloser.

"Iloveyoutoo"Hesaysinbetweenliftinghiswifeup.

.....

HappynewyearIhopeallofusenteredthisyear

happilyandgracefully



[7/9,07:08]Lynne:#17

It'sbeenafewdaysandIambackhomewithmy

familywhichisahugereliefphelaIamslowly

becomingaregularinthathospitalandthefactthat

IhavebeenmakingtripstocheckonSmisoheis

doinggood.Khayasaysheisrecoveringwellyeshe

isstillbrokenbutotherthanthateverythingseems

perfectlyfine.TodayIamtakingSiyamthandatosee

herfatherijusthopeitwilldohimgood.Momwalks

inwithaplateoffood.

"Ibroughtyousomefood"shesaysputtingtheplate

down.

"IwillgrabsomethingonthewaytothehospitalMa"

shesighsheavily

"Phiwopleaseallyouhavebeendoingistakingcare

ofNathi"Itiltmyheadtotheside.

"Mayouknowthat'snottrue"Isaypackingsome

toiletries.

"Whenwasthelasttimeyousatdownwithinthe



morningandatebreakfastwithyourfamily"her

voiceisrisingsowhatfewdaysnyanawithoutme

won'tkillthem.

"Maybeit'sbecauseyouaresuffocatingmeMa.All

ofyouAphiwecriedonmefornoreason,Manqoba

andMnqobiareonawarpathangry,Asforyouand

dadthetensionisvisibleIconstantlyhavetoaskif

youguysareokay,Idon'tknowwhatthehellisgoing

withthisfamilybutit'sdraining"Aslaplandsacross

myfacemymotherhasneverbeenafanof

disrespectoranyformorswearing.sheputsher

bothherhandsonmyface.

"IamsorrymybabyIdidn'tmeantosnap"shesays

lookingdown.

"It'sokayMaclearlywhateverisbotheringishuge"I

removebothherhandskissingthemIbumpintomy

fatheronmywayouttheonlypersonwhohasn't

triedanythingheisstillthesamemanIleftwhenI

gotadmittedapartofmefeelsalikeallthisis

directedtowardshimorisitusIdon'tknow

anymoreIfastwalkignoringhim.



"Buyala"hesaysmeetingmehalfway

"What'sareyouofftoo"thatquestionrubsmeupthe

wrongyoucan'tjustbathandnotbegoingoutinthis

housetothemtheonlytimeapersonbathstheyare

offtosomeplace.

"ThehospitalandIamtakingSiyawith"hesmiles

walkingmeoutSiyahasherhumansizebearit's

goingtobealongride.

WefinallyarriveatthehospitalSiyarunswhenshe

spotsKhayaandasalwayssweetsarethetreatfor

theday.

"Heyhowareyou"sheasksputtingSiyadown.

"IamgoodjustcametovisitMrXulu"shehasthis

smileonherfacemorelikeaboredexpression.

"Howishetoday"IasklookingatSmiso

"Stillwon'teatandkeepsbarkingorders"Ilaughjust

abitSmisocanbedramaticyaz.

"Hejustdoesn'tfeelcomfortableKhayathat'sall"

shesarcasticallylaughs

"Buthefeelscomfortablearoundyousomeonewho



isnotevenqualified"okaythat'suncalledfor.

"IthinkIshouldgoin"shewavesgoodbyeatan

occupiedSiya.

IwalkinandfindSiyalaughingoddenoughsheis

alreadysleepingnexttoherdadandthebearison

theothersideSmisoispracticallysquashed

betweenthetwo.

"Someoneishappy"heeyesmeandfocusesonhis

daughterokayheisnottalkingtomeimohlola,Two

nurseswalkinwithhisfood.

"It'stimetoeatMrXulu"Oneofthenursessays

seductivelymxm.shewalkscloserandItakeSiyaoff

him,Shefluffsuphispillowrubbingherboobson

himmxmskhendevu.

"Areyourboobssupposedlyonthemenutoo"Iask

lookingatthenurse

"IamjustdoingmyjobMam,MrXuluwouldyoulike

yourbreakfastnow"sheasksleaningcloserhayibo

"DoIlooklikeachildtoyou"hesayscoldly

"Ithoughttodayyouwouldlike.."hecutshershort.



"LalelaSisithisismywifeandclearlyshedoesn't

appreciateyoutryingtofeedmerightmylove"he

sayslookingatme

"Mamaareyoudaddywife'slikekhuluandGogo"

sheaskspullingmycheeks

"Yesweare"hesayswiththatsmileofhisthathas

mewantingtojumphim.thetwonursesscurryaway

whileIamgobsmackedwhat'sjusthappenedand

whyisthatnurseactingallterritorial.

IputSiyaonthecouchandstartfeedinghimhis

porridgemanhatesthisthing.

"WhydidyoubringOlwethuhere"heaskspushing

thespoonaway.

"Shemissesyou"Isaypushingitbackin.

"Atleastdon'tfeedmelikethisinfrontofher"he

gruntslookingaway.

"YaziniSmisoyouhavetoeatwhetheryoulikeitor

notputthatprideofyoursasideandwhat'swiththe

nurse"hesmilesasillyoneatthat.

"Iaskedherforhelptothebathroom"myeyespop



hewhat.

"Andwhatdidshesee"Iaskshovingafullspoonin

hismouth.

"Idon'tknow"heshrugswearingthatsillysmileof

his.

"OntheweekendIamgoingtoSizwe'shomefora

ceremonyhisfather..."hecutsmeshort

"AwuyilaphouyangizwaPhiwo"hesayssays

clenchinghisjawIlookonmysideluckilySiyais

busyplayingimaginarytea.

"Iwasn'taskingforpermissionIwaslettingyou

knowsinceyourmotherofferedtolookafterSiyafor

me"helookssoangryIthinkheblowagasket.

"Areyourbrotherscomingwithyou"heasks

"Mywholefamilyisaccompanyingme"heshakes

hishead.

"Iamcomingwithyoumybrothertooifneedsbe"he

saysnodding

"Butyoucanbarelywalk"hechuckles



"StrongerforceshavetriedbutfailedIamcoming

withyouMamakaNtokozo"Ismileuntendedthis

manissomethingelse

"Thankyou"Isay

"Whydon'tyousayitproperly"hesayswithasmirk

on,Ileaninwhilehislefthandiscaressingmyface.

"Mamawhatareyoudoing"Itotallyforgotabouther

webothlaughlookingatherprettylittleself

standingthere.

"Nothingmommyisdoingnothing"shegiggles

hidingherface.

"Whathappenedtoyourface"heaskshisfinger

trailingonmylips

"Nothingjustaminoraccident"henodspullingme

forakissmyeyesvoluntarilyclosehetastesogood

ifthereissuchthing.

"That'stomakeitfeelbetter"hisforeheadis

touchingmineLordifthismanisnottoyingwithme

heisteasingme.



SeeingSmisobroughtasmiletomybabygirl'sface,I

changerouteswhenthinkingaboutgoinghomeI

justwanttospendtimewithSiyajustthetwoofus

andIknowtheperfectplace.Smisohavemehis

housekeys.Thehouseisbigforjustonepersonbut

heyushiswayimali.

Siyaisassurprisedasmetherearepictureofher

andIinthelivingroom.

"Mamayoulookbeautiful"shesayspointingtoone

ofthepictures.

"Thankyoumybaby"Ipickherupbutaknock

comesthroughoddlythesecurityguydidn'twarm

me.

IopenthedoorwithSiyaonmywaistamanfairlyin

Smiso'sagegroupappearshewearingatailored

suitandalonggreycoat.Istandfirmnotmovingan

inch.

"HiIamlookingforMakhathini"hesaysquiteabold

voicehehasmorelikearoaringthunder.

"Andyouare"IaskswallowinghardIsense

somethingdarkthathasthehairatthebackofmy



headcringing.

"CallmeMaziya"hesayswithasmile

"Xulunevermentionedhavingdaughterandsucha

beautifulwife"hesayslookingatSiyamthanda

"OhyoumustbemistakenIamhissisterinlaw"he

looksdisappointedperhapsabitangrytoobut

quicklyflashesmeasmile

"IamafraidMrXuluisnothome"Ishutthedooron

hisfaceandhavemybackagainstit.Icallthegate

tellingthemnottoallowanyoneinthatman'svisit

hasunsettledme.

IprepareaquickmealandbathSiyathentuckher

wearesleepinginherfather'sroom,Myphonesrings

Icontemplatetakingitthinkingit'smyfatherphela

myparentsshareeverythingandImeaneverythingI

think.IlookatthephoneandMpumi'snameflashes.

"Hello"

"Heyhowareyou"Shesaysthenerveofthisgirl.

"MphumihowcanIhelpyou"shestartscrying

"IamsosorryforwhatIdidtoyouInevermeantto



hurtorbetrayyou"Shegoesonrambling.

"Mphumiit'sokayIamoverthatandIforgiveyou"I

saybeforeshehurtsmyearevenfurther.

"ThankyouthankyoucanIseeyoujusttoapologise

inperson"shesayssniffingIkindafeelsorryforher

"CanIthinkandletyouknow"Isay

"OkayIwillwaitforyourcall"shesayshangingupI

lookatmyphoneonemoretimeshereallycalled

andaskedforforgivenessholdinggrudgesonly

bringsbitternessIdon'thateherbutIwantnothing

todowithher.

.........

HappyTuesdayIhopewearespreadingthelove

Andrememberparticipationiskeyfreethoselikes

andcommentsandshare.
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ThereissomethingwrongandIcan'tshakeitoffIt's

thesamefeelingIhadwhenSmisohadanaccident

butthisonehasmegoodit'slikeavoidandallI

wanttodoiscrysohardtillIfeelwholeIdon'tknow

Ifitmakessenseornot,It'sthetypeoffeelingthat

hasyouprayingbecauseoffearandemptynessthe

tearsthatfalloffandbysomemiracleyouendup

feelinglighterandsomewhatmoreaccommodating.

IwentthroughthatCeremonyorwhateverthey

calledit,Sizwe'sfamilywasaccommodatingand

theykepttothemselvesmorewhispersthat

anythingIhadpeoplewatchingmyeverymove

Smiso'speople.BabXulurefusedtohavehimleave

thehospitalnotthatIblamehimSmisoisstubborn

andcoldbutunderallthatisalovingandcarrying

man.Thingshomearegreatallthetensionhasrun

itscourse,Ihaven'theardfromMpumiandIdon't

wishtoo.

TodayIamfetchingSmisofromthehospitalIam

gladhehasbeenallowingmetotakecareofme,the

onlyproblemnowishisleg.Iamwearingblack

jeans,blackpoloneckandsneakersSiyaisatmy



parent'shouse.

Ifindhimalreadydressedinhistracksuitshe

standsupandwelcomesmewithahugandakiss

thishasbecomeourthingthosesmallmeaningful

kisses,laughsandstareshascomenatural.

"Smiso"Hesmilescheckingmeout

"Youknowyouaretheonlypersonthatcallsme

SmisoandIfindfindmyselflovingit"Igigglehiding

myfaceonhischest.

"Wellyouaretheonlymanthathasmefeelingsome

typeofway"hestopsmefromtalkingwithakiss.

"Letsgobeforethatnursecomestoharassme"he

saystakinghisthingsIhelphimoutwithhisbags

wewalkpassKhayathroughthecorridors,latelyshe

feelslikeastrangerthanafriendImissherSiyatoo

butasIoncesaidmaybesomepeoplearen'tmeant

tobepermanentinourlivesseasonalpeopleyeah

that'swhatweshouldcallthem.

Iamdrivingtohisplacehehasn'tsaidanyword

sincewegotinthecar.



"Howaboutwegrabsomerealbreakfastbefore

headinghome"Iasklookingathim

"Iratherwegohome"hesaysforcingasmileInod

puttingonsomemusicIknowwhatIsaidabout

stayinginmylanebutIthinkIlovethisman.Weget

homeandthereisahomecookedmealwaitingfor

himwhocookssoearlythesmellisinvitinghis

motherappearsfromthekitchensmiling.

"Nathi"shesaysopeningherarmstheyhugfora

longtime.

"Mahowareyou"heaskskissinghercheek

"Iamfinenowthatyouarehome"shesaysholding

myhand..

"ThankyouSisfortakingcareofhimyouknowhow

heis"webothlaughwhilehewalksawaymore

limpingatleasthisarmisokay.

Ispendtherestofmydaywithhimandhisfamily

theyaregoodpeoplethatforamomentIfindmyself

forgettingaboutmyfamilyandSiyathatonecan

drivemecrazybandlaandthefactthatSmisoisnow

inourlivesandwantstomakeupforlosttime.



.

Smisoishealingwellyouwouldn'tsayhewasinan

accidentnotsolongagoandIdecidedtogivehim

somespacehehasbeenworkinghardandtonight

hehasafunctiontoattendgoingalonehesaidmxm

hethinkshe'snicethatone,

IamspendingmyafternoonwithAphiweather

placeit'sjustusandafewmovieswithAbuDhabi

menondisplaythoselongwhiterobesorwhatever

theycallitlooksgoodonthemtheylookcleansexy

anddangerousIwouldn'tmindgivingituptooone

ofthesemen,Ihavealwayswonderedtheirbearedis

itnaturallyblackordotheydyeitbutIdoubtitthese

peoplearetoreligiousandhavesomanyrules.I

remembermindingmyownbusinessandboomI

cameacrossanebook"RoyalBrideAtTheSheikh's

Command"IwasboredsoIreaditandohmywasI

thankingmyluckystarsIloveditbutIlovedKadir

PrinceKadirtobeexactheisdescribedinsucha

sinfullydangerouswaythatyouwouldwanttosin

withhimwillingly.

"Thesemenkillforalivingandwenayouare



droolingandgettingwet"Shesaysnudgingmeto

theside

"Thereisnoharminlooking"Isaytakingaspoonfull

oficecream.

"Canwewatchsomethingelseotherthantheserich

menwhohappentobeacrosstheworldasinsoze

ubanuke"shesayslaughing

"ButIwanttoseewhathappensnext"Iamliterally

begginghertoletmewatchmymovie.

"Someoneisgoingtodieorgetbombed"shestands

upandchangeschannels

"Youarealsoviolentbutyoudon'tseemechanging

myeyeswhenIlookatyou"shelooksatmetilting

herheadtotheside

"Thatdoesn'tevenmakesense"wesimultaneously

laughmanIlovemycousinandIamdeadserious

aboutherbeingdangerous.Shedecidestogoallout

frompaintingnailstodoingmakeupsomethingI

don'tdooftenIlookgoodbeautifuleven.

"Youmightaswellstopdoingthatyoulooklike



DocasfromthatmoviethathasIbu"Ican'tstop

laughingIalmostruinmymakeupIlookdownand

thereheisSmisowearingablacksuitheis

handsometoohothisattireissimilartothatof

Maziyaonhissideisabeautifulladywelldressed

polishedtheylookgood.

"Hayidon'tyoudaremessupmywork"Aphiwesays

fanningmyface

"Hesaidhewasgoingalone"IwhisperAphiwe

switchesofftheTVandseatsnexttome.

"IamsorryPhiwo"Ishakemyhead

"Wearenottogethersodon'tbesorry"Isayforcing

asmileitallmakessensehehasnevertakenmeout

andallthesemomentswesharedwereprivateI

havebeenlustingatanotherwomen'smanIswallow

hardyikesIdidn'tseethisonecoming.

"Youknowwhatwearegoingoutyouandme"she

sayspullingmeupwegettoherbedroomandshe

takesoutablackfreakemdressitfitslikeaglove

thoughit'stooshort.

"Stoppullingitdownplease"shesaysfixingherself



upwelookgoodandIlookdifferentIwanttoputon

somesneakersbutsherefuses.

Wedriveouttotheclubandit'spackedandpeople

aredrinkingexpensivebooze.

"WedanceandweforgetaboutSmisoandthatthatI

don'tknow"shesaysorderingupafewshotsIam

abletodownonlyonewhileshedownsmorethan

memymindkeepstakingmebackhim.

Aphiwedragsmetothedancefloorthebeatsare

flowingifyoudidn'tknowyouwouldsayweare

lovers.

"Beautifulladieslikeyoushouldn'tbedancingalone"

hechucklesafterthatlineIturnandMaziyais

standingbeforeme.

"Maziya"hesmilesIlookaroundandAphiweisbusy

harassingsomeguy.

"Canwedance"hesaysmovinghishandstomy

waistIshiftmovingbackwards.

"Idon'tdance"helaughsthedarknessinthismanhe

pullsmeclosertillIhithischesthesmellsgoodtoo



goodthatIcan'tstopmyselffrominhalinghisscent.

"WellIdo"hesayscuppingmyfaceheishandsome

yena.Ifeelstronghandsgentlypullingmetheair

suddenlyfeelsthickIcansmellhim.

"Maziyastayaway"Smisosaysstandingtalltheyare

thesameheight.

"ThisoneisfeistyandsweetIlikeherandIwant

her"hesayslookingatmeIamstandingbehind

Smisowholookspissed.

"IamwarningyouMaziyastayaway"hesays

throughgrittedTeath.

"Ntokazi"MaziyasayspumpingupSmisomore.

"Youknowshemaybebefeistybutsheisdeadlyand

sheismine"SmisosayspullingmebymyhandI

don'tgettosaybyetoAphiwe.Heopensthecarfor

meanddrivesoffIambittipsybutfullyawareofmy

surroundings.

"Whatthehellwasthat"heaskscamlyIgivehim

oneglanceandlookoutthewindow.

"PhiwoIamtalkingtoyou"hesayswithsome



authority.

"SmisowhatamItoyouhuhsomenightladyora

secretohthat'swhatwearetoyouasecret"Iask

theonequestionIvowednevertoaskamanIonce

readSteve'sbook"whenheisnotintoyou"or

somethinglikethatatfirstIthoughthejustwasn't

intomebutthenhesentmemixedsignals.

"Phiwopleaseyoudon'tunderstand"Ilaughthe

sarcasminmytone.

"Iswearaftertodaywhateverthisisbetweenusits

overuyangizwa"Ishoutrestrainingmytears

"Phiwodon'tsaythat"hesaysIamnotsureifheis

beggingmeorjustplainmanipulatingme.

"NoSmisoIIoveyoubutyoukeeppushingmeaway

andtodayyoucouldn'teventakemewithyou"I

breatheoutheavilyshakingmyhead.

"IloveyoudammitbutIcan'tbewithyouIjustcan't"

hesayshittingthesteeringwheel.

"Youlovemebutyoucan'tbewithme"Inodwiping

mytears



"TherearesomanythingsIwanttodotooyourbody

andloveyoubut"Icuthimshort

"Butyoucan'tbewithme"Isayputtingonsome

music"Prettylittlefears"Ilovethesonginfact

SmisosentittoomeJ.Cole'sverseinthesongisit

formeitmakesyouwanttoexperienceallthereis

tooloveandImeaneverythingandIloveJ.Cole.

Hetakesmyhandintohisourfingersentwinehe

lookshurtbutIamhurtingmoreIwantitallhimor

nothing.

"It'syouornothingandyouletmego"hishand

tightenspainfullysqueezingmine.

....

SorryIcouldn'tpostyesterdaywasbusywith

registration

Let'sspreadtheloveandlaughmore
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Hedroveustohisplacethemomentwegotinhe

threwthekeysonthetable,Andsaidnothingjustsat

acrossme.

Wehavebeenseatinglikethisjuststaringateach

otherwelleverytimehewasabouttosaysomething

hejuststoppedandshookhishead.heisseated

downwithhiselbowsonhiskneeshisshirtis

undoneandhissleevesarerolleduphelooks

ruggedIamhavinghotflushesdamnIamnoteven

thatold.HisheadisbowedImovefromwhereIam

andcrouchbetweenhislegsIputbothmyhandson

hisfacemakinghimfacemelikehowMamadoes

whenshewantsmetobelieveinsomethingIkiss

himthisman'slipsarecoldandtender.

"TalktomebabakaNtokozo"Isaystillholdinghim

hiseyespiercingthroughmineseeingbeyond.

"Youarebeautifulyouknowthat"hesayscaressing

myface.

"Pleasedon'tchangethesubject"Itellhimdeadset

ongettingthetruthoutofhim.



"Iwantyoutopromisemeonething"hesays

soundingsincereanddesperateIlookathimandI

amsurehecanseethedoubtinmyeyes.

"PromisemePhiwo"InodthoughIamnotsurewhat

Iamagreeingtoo.

"Thatmanstayawayfromhimokay"Ihesitantlynod.

"Whoishebecauseclearlyyouknoweachother"he

tensesupandholdsmyarms

"Nooneimportantifyoustayawayfromhimthen

everythingisgoingtobeokay"hesayssmilinga

genuinesmile.hehelpsmeupandnibblesonmylips

Ibitebackmatchinghishunger.Idothemost

outrageousthingandriphisshirttakingitoff

buttonsgoflyinganditfeelsgoodtoseehisbare

chestIrunmyhandsoverhisupperbody.

Hehasthissmirkonhisfacelikeheisimpressed.I

holdthebackofhisheadkissinghimhechuckles

liftingmeup.hewalkswithmeallthewaytothe

bedroomIwouldhavelovedsomesexcouchand

tablesexjustlikethosespontaneouscouplesbut

heckrightnowIwouldlovetohavehiminsideme.I



canfeelhimpokingmehe'ssohardIgrindonhim

bitingonhisshoulderthesteadinessandtightgrip

onmyarsehasmefeelinglikeatigress.Heslipshis

fingerinmepushingmytongasideastohowhe

managesthatwithmestraddledonhiswaistis

beyondmehepusheshisfingerandIcan'thelpbut

moveit'sbeenlongtoolong.hegentlyputsmedown

andtakesoffmyshoeshetearsmydressupthis

takesmebacktoonespecificnightSizwetoremy

dressandforcedhimselfonmemyheaerracesI

despisethemanwitheverythinginme.

"ShouldIstop"heaskstracingmystomachand

circlingmynavelwithhistongueIwanttotellhimto

stopbutmytongueistiedIamafraidhemightsnap

whatifhebecomesangryandbashesme.Ifeelhim

moveup.hekissesmyeyesit'sjustthenIrealiseI

amcrying.

"Openyoureyes"hesayssoftlyIshakemyhead.

"Iwon'thurtyoulookatme"hesayscamlyaseverI

openmyeyesawaitingtoseeamonsterbutImeet

hisgentleeyesinsteadhehelpsmesitupstraight

andtakesoffmydressOpensthecoversandhelps



meinside.Iwatchhimtakeoffhisshoesandtrouser

hehopsinjoiningme.

"Letmegetyousomethingtowear"Inodshyly

lookingdownhecomesbackwithat-shirtcomesto

mysideofthebedandhelpsmeoutofmybraand

tong,thisisnothowIexpectedthisnighttogoin

factIneverexpectedanyofthis.heliftsmyfaceup

andkissesme.

"Iamsorry"hesayspullingmeintohisbroadchest

he'ssorryforsomethinghedidn'tdo.Iholdontight

andcrymyeyesout.Ioncesaidthereissomething

pullingmetothismanandhehasmyheartallofit

andnotaninchless.helet'smebetillIletoutthis

heavysighwestsylikethatnotsayinganything.He

standsupandwalksoutIdothesameandlookat

myselfinthemirrorandlaugh.Myreflectionlooks

farmorebetterthanhowIfeelIwashupandwalk

outthebathroomfindinghimwithatubnotsureif

it'sIcecreamhehasasmileonhisface.

"Icecream"hechucklesshakinghishead.

"Comejoinme"Islowlywalktowardshimwesettle



underthecoversthere'sonlyonespoonandeach

spoonfulisforme.IambeingfedlikeababyIcan't

evenlookathim.

"Iamafraidofheights"hesaysoutofthrbluelifting

myheadupIlookupandheisstaringatmeholding

atorchofhope,hehasawayofmakingmefeel

betterwithoutevensayingaword.

"IamafraidofbeingaloneandfailingIfearthe

unknownandhatenotbeingincontrol.

Isometimeswakeupatnightandhavethese

thoughtsbombardmymindandthenfearcreeps

in.SometimesIjustwanteverythingtoendthe

soundstostopbutthenIthinkofSiyaandher

beautifulsmile"heputsasidetheyoghurtandtries

topullmeclosebutIholdupmyhand.

"IwantyoutohearthisSmisoIamamessandIfear

thatonedayIwilldrownandnevercomebacknever

seethesurfacethatIwilllosemyselfandthatwould

betheendofme.IfearnotbeinggoodenoughI

hatethatIoverthinkeverything"hegentlypullsme

inandliesbackwithmeonhischest.



"Weallhavefearsbutwearestrongerthanthem,you

Phiwoarestrongerthanthemokay"hesayskissing

thetopofmyhead.

"IloveyouPhiwokuhle"hesaysholdingmetighthe

humsanoldsongthatripsmeapartemotionally.

"Forevermine,foreverthine,foreverours"hesays

rockingmebackandforthifitwereuptoomeI

wouldstayinthesearmstillmyworldseemedbetter.

Iwakeupinhisfullembrace,helooksperfectIpeck

hislipsandquietlygetoutofthebed.lastnightwasI

don'tknowhowtoputitIwasemotionalIevenlost

outongoodsexhawemamyemotionsrobbedmeI

feellikecrying.Itakeashowerandheadtothe

kitchenandstartonbreakfastthehouseisemptyno

oneisinsight.

Hecomesdownwearingtracksuitshesmellsfresh.

"Morning"Isayflashinghimasmile.

"Morning"hesaysfrowning

"What'swrongSmiso"hescratcheshisheadjustbit



andmovesclosertome.

"Areyouokay"Ipartiallybringmylipstogetherand

nod.

"Lastnightyouwereuhmm"helooksuncertain

"Emotionalyeahthat'swordandtodayyouareoverly

happy"hesaysstilllookingatmelikeheis

searchingforsomething.

"Kahlekahlewhatareyoutryingtosay"Iask

defensively.

"AllIamaskingishowoftendoyouhavethese

moments"heaskscamly.

"Smisopleasedon'truinthiswonderfuldayforme"

heraiseshishandsupinsurrenderseeweare

alreadystartingtosoundlikeanoldcouple.

Wespendmostofourdayonthecouchgettingto

knoweachother,SmisoandIarebadparentsshame

wejustforgotaboutSiyawehaven'tcalledhermy

poorbabyMyphonesbeebsandSmisogivesmethe

eye.



Ilookatitandthereisatextfromanunknown

number.

*wanttoknowmoreaboutyourmanmeetwithme*

it'sreadswithallthedetailsoftheplaceweshould

meetatithasMaziyaattheend.

"Whoisit"heaskslookingattheTV

"Aphiweandsheneedsmerightnow"henodswitha

sidesmileonhisfaceIrushupChangeintohis

tracksuitIlookokaybaggybutbutwhocares.

ThetextspecificallysaidDaveytonPule'sChesa

nyamatheysellthebestmeetitskindaliketheheart

ofDaveytonwhenitcomestogettingitdownand

wastedtheplaceisalwayspacked,Iarriveandallthe

girlsarewearingclosetonothingIspotMaziyawith

twoothershestandsupwhenheseesme.

"Ididn'tthinkyouwouldcome"hesaysgoingfora

hugIgivemyhandinstead.

"Whatdoyouwantfromme"hegivesmeasmirk.

"Toknowyoubetterandfindoutwhyyouwouldgo

forMakhathini"hesayssippingonhisbearIlookso



outofplacetheredifferentkindsofpeopleherethe

giveandtaketype.TheseoldmanhaveitgoodItell

youexpensivewatches,bigcarsandtheseyoung

girlsthrowingthemselvesatthem.Andthepainful

partisthattheythrowwhatasixpackofBerninand

thetrendingTangueraygintheirwaythenboomsex

onasilverplatterskoontheyreleaseandgobackto

theirwivesshamepoorwivesbutthenagainpoor

everyonethatgetsdraggedintothewholething

middlelifecrisisthesebastardsgothroughdamn

themen.

"YousaidifIwantedtoknowaboutNathiIshould

come"helaughsIcantellheispleasedwithhimself

andIhatethat.

"StraighttothepointIreallylikeyou,youareso

differentfromKhosi"Iraisemyeyebrowsthisisthe

secondtimeIhaveheardofthisname.

"Who'sKhosi"helooksintriguedbymyquestionor

maybeheisjusttauntingme.

"Xuluubenongodusoabeautifulonetoomayher

soulrestinpeace"hesighstakinganothersip"



Makhathinikilledherheismercilesskillerafterall"

hesayssmirkingIswallowharduponhearingkiller.

"Whateveryouaretryingtodowon'tworkonme"I

sayalreadystandingupthismanisplayingme.

"Takealookatthis"heshowsmeavideoofSmiso

cuttingoffsomeone'stoeswithaplierIlookupand

Maziyaisnexttoometoocloseforcomfort.Ihand

himbackhisphoneIshouldn'thavecomehere.

Idrivehomewithimagesofthatvideoflashinginmy

mind.Igethomeandrushinside,Everyoneishere

includinghim.

"Ohfinallymkhenyanahasbeenwaitingforyou"

Trustmymothertosaythatpssh.

"Iwas..I.I..neededsomeairMa"Smisosoftlylaughs

"CanIseeyououtsideplease"hekissesSiyawho

doesn'twanttoletgowhenshefinallydoesIfollow

himoutside.

"Wherewereyou"heasksrubbinghisforehead.

"Iwasgettingsomeair"Ican'tuseAphiwenow



becauseshehasherhugebuminthehouse

"Youknowwhatgetinthecar"Irefusefirmlywith

myarmsfoldedheroughlypullsmetowardshim

andsniffsmeit'sastaringcontestmebeingthe

accuserandhimtheaccused.

"WhatdidhesaybecauseIcansmellhimonyou"he

saysstillholdingmyarm

"Who"helookssoangryIreallyshouldn'thavegone

tothatplace.

"WhatthehelldidNgqobhanesaytoyouangithiyou

werewithhim"hesaysthroughgrittedteeth.

"LuthoIswearakashongolutho"Icrossmyfingers

showingthemtohim.

"ThatlookyouaregivingmerightnowPhiwo"he

sayslettingmegoandbacksaway

"IamsorryIdidn'tmeantohurtyou"Inodwipingmy

tears

"Isittrueungumbulali"Ifinallyaskbitingmylower

lipmyhandsclaspedhelooksdefeatedlikeIjust

drainedalltheenergyinhim.



"Whyhaven'tyougonetothepolice"heasks

"BecauseIdon'tbelievehim"IsayevenIam

doubtingmyself

"Ormaybeyoubelievehimandyoujustdon'twantit

tobetrue"hesays.

"Smisopleasedon'tsaythatngiy'kucela"Iwhisper

refusingtolistenanyfurther.

"Thesamemanwhotoldyouthatistheverysame

manwhoburnedmyKhositodeathshewas

carryingmysonPhiwomysonandheburnedher

alive"hesaysslumpingdownhisbackisleaningon

thecarIamsurprisednoonehascomeoutyet.

"HayiSmiso"Ishakemyheadcrouchingdowntohis

levelmyheartisbreakingforhimIbringclose.

"Iamsosorry"IsaystillholdinghimI

shouldhavekeptmypromisestayedawayyouknow

letsleepinggodslieandIwouldn'thaveheardnonof

this.

........



Canweupthelikesbakithiandlet'skeepsharingthe

page.

HopeyouallhadawonderfulMondayneverstop

smilingandwhateverhappensspreadthelove.
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SomanythingshappenedlastnightandImadea

choicetookarouteofnoreturn.lastnightIsaw

myselfstandingbySmisoknowingthekindofman

heis.

IwouldbenaiveifIsaidwhatMaziyatoldmehadno

truthbutitdoesandIchosetoignoreit.

It'seasierforpeopletotellyoutomoveonand

forgiveyourselfwhat'sdoneisdonebutwhat

happenswhenyourpastcatchesupwithyou.Living

withguiltandpainofthatverysamepastandthe

secretsweharbourinsideusaretheverysamething

thatkillsandeatsawayatus.Wemayalllookgood

onthesurfacebutapartofmebelievesweare



rottentothecore,weallhavesecretsbelittleasitis

butstillit'sasecretandyouknowitsowhoamIto

judgearemymoralsandbeliefsbeingcompromised

andtaintedbystandingwithhimyes,yesIagreeI

havechuckedallthatIhavebeentaughtaboutright

andwrongoutthewindow,whywellbecauseIlove

himIdon'twanttochangehimImaynotknowevery

detailofhispastbutshouldhebereadyIwillbe

here.

ThinkingbackIusedtodespisepeopleyoucouldn't

tellthetruthandfounditeasiertoliebuttruthbe

toldit'seasynothavingtoexplainyourselfnot

havingtojustifywhyyoudidit.Weneedto

understandthatnotallofusarethesameandthat

lifecandealyouhardit'snotawalkintheparknoris

itroses.TakemeforinstanceIgotpregnantsureit

wasn'ttheendoftheworldbutpeoplecouldn't

understandhowamorallygroundedpersonlikeme

couldfallpregnantapparentlymyfather'splatesand

furniturediditandthenIhadtocomewitha

fatherlesschildforafullfiveyearswhenIlookback

IwasboxedcalledallsortsofnamesandSizwe



camealongandkilledapartofme.Irememberwhen

myfatheraskedwhatmorehehaddonetomeandI

saidnothingawholefreakingnothingandthatright

thereisalie.

Smisoisinmyarmswehavebeeninthisposition

sincelastnightthat'showbadthingsarehecouldn't

talkanylongerhecriedmorelikegroaninginpain

wecriedtogetherItriedmyoutmostbesttomake

himfeelbetter,Ifoundmyselfwantingtotakeaway

hispainineveryway.IsilentlyprayedtoGodtoheal

thismansohecouldbeabetterfathertoour

daughterandabettermantome.Hesatmedown

lastnightandtoldmehowKhosidied.

ShewaskilledbyNgqobhaneSibeko(Maziya)his

formerbestfriendtheykidnappedherandburned

hertodeathshewasstillaliveandsixmonths

pregnant.Icriedsomuchnotunderstandinghow

cruelpeoplecanbe."Shedidn'tdoanything"hesaid

breakingdownIfelthispainandhurtIcriedwhenhe

didandIheldmewhenIcouldn'tyouusemywords.



IshakehimsoastowakehimeIamsureIhave

sprainedripsfirmthisbigbabyofmine.

"Ineedtotalktoyou"helooksupandrollsover

finallyIcanbreathe.

"Morning"hesayspeckingmylips

"Ineedtotellyousomething"hisfacechanges

"PhiwobeforeyousaysomethingIknowyoumust

bescaredbutIpromiseIwillprotectyouguys

just..justdon'tgiveyet"hesaysholdingmyhand

dramaticmuchImightbescaredbutIamnot

leavinghissideIdon'tknowthefullstoryinfactI

don'twanttoo.

"ThemomentIgotinthatcarwithyouIhadalready

mademychoice"helooksrelieved

"RememberSiya'sceremonyandIaccusedyour

familyofwitchcraft"henodssmiling"Wellthevoice

Iheardwasofawomanandthatwomanbeing

Khosi"heraiseshiseyebrows

"IknowIsoundcrazybutshesaidsheforgivesyou

andthatyoushouldforgiveyourselftooandthatit



wasn'tyourfault"Idon'tknowifhebelievesmeor

notthelookhisgivingmenowwasthesamelookhe

gavewhenheaskedwhyIwashappy.

"Khosiwaitwhydidn'tyoutellmesooner"heasks

gettingoffthebed.

"IwasafraidandSmisohowwasIsupposedto

knowthatshewasyourwife"Iaskdefensively

"YouknowwhatIamtiredofthesesecretsandlies

woza"hesaysopeningadrawerandtakesouta

knifepullingmebymyhandtothekitchen,helights

upthestoveIwatchashetakestheknifecuts

himselfonthechestIdidsaythisoneisdramatic.

"WhatthehellaredoingSmiso"hewalkscloserI

almostlosebalancebutthefridgeprovides,he

forcefultakesmyhandandmakesasmallcutonmy

palm

"Ahh"hemufflesmyscreamwithakissandputsmy

handonhischestforawhilethepaingoesawayit

feelslikeIjustdrankhim.

"IloveyouPhiwokuhle"sayspullingawayhetakes

theknifefromthestovenotbreakingeyecontactmy



mindisawareofhisactionsbutIcan'tmoveIgladly

givehimmyhandhepressestheknifeburningmeI

screamoncemore.

"You'reokay"hesayswipingmytearsIdon'tknow

whatjusthappenedhedoesthesametohimself

andpullsmeinforalongtighthug.

IamfeelingthissongUnravelmebySabrinaClaudio

it'sonrepeat,IamwrappedupinhistowelIwalkout

thebathroomandfindSmisohalfnakedIheardthe

showermusthavebeenhimheiscleaninghisgunI

spotasilencerIswallownonexistentsalivamy

mouthjustwentdryonme.

"Ihopemymusicisn'ttooloud"helooksupsmiling

thesexualtensioninthisroomseriouslyneedstobe

dealtwithIclosemyeyesreprimanding

myself.SmisoissneakyIopenmyeyesandheis

standinginfrontofmemyeyesrushdowntohis

lowerbody.hetakesmyhandandkissesthepalm

Lordkonjethismancutmehuh.

"AndthisistosayIamsosorry"hesayspullingmy



lipsandunwrappingmytowelitfallseffortlesslyhe

hasthissmirkonwhenhegoesdownonhisknees

andliftsmyleguprestingitonhisshoulderhis

tounguetauntsmeunravellingmywallsImoan

whenhistonguelocatesmyclitthisdrivesmeto

edgeIhaveallthistensionbuildingupIletgoandit

feelsgoodlikeIjustexplodedintoamillionpieces.

"Iamnotdonewithyouyet"hesaysliftingmeand

gentlylaysmeonthebedhistowelisalreadyonthe

floorIlookathismanhoodandexcitementcreepsin

Iinternallythankmyancestorsthismanis

circumcisedandheisgifted.hebindsmyhands

togetherandleavestracesofkissesallthewayto

mynavaldowntomyviginaialreadyhavemylegs

sprawledopenhedipsinhisfingerfollowedby

anotherit'sawaterfalldownthere.

"Smisodon'ttoywithme"Isaysmoaning

hemovesupanddevoursmylipshiseyesare

beautifulandrightnowtheyarestaringatmeand

minaIneedhimininside.Hepositionshimself.

"IloveyoumakaSiya"hesaysslidinginwith



Sabrina'sUnravelmestillplayinghemoveshis

stokesarepacedandpreciseIammoreofabiterso

myteathdiginonhisshoulderheishissingontop

ofme.hethrustsinharderandharder.hepullsinand

outleavingonlythetipofhispenisandweallknow

whatthatdoestoathirstypersonIfindmyself

pullinghimclosermovingmyarsemeetinghim

strokeforstrokeandthrustforthrust.hereleases

insidemecollapsingontopofmehetwitchesinside

mestaysinsideforawhilethenrollesoverhepulls

meclosermylegsfeelwobblythiswasquitean

exerciseandIwantmoreofhim.

IwakeuptooSmisosuckingmybreasthistongueis

doingthingstomeImovemyhandstohispenis

playingwithhimmanisalreadyhard,hecomeson

topandkissesmelooksatmeandchucklesIknow

heisthinkofsomethingsilly.

Ifindmyselfwithopenlegsspeadwiderestingon

hisarmswhilemyhandsaretiredtogetherovermy

head,myarseisrestingontheedgeofthebedand

heisgoinghardIdon'tthinkmyviginawillsurvive



anotherstrokeIshakeandmovethisisprobablythe

bestgifttohumankind.SmisoistorturingmeIcan't

biteanythingimoanlouderandscreamharderthis

righthereissweetIdon'twantthistoendheoffers

mehishandstobiteonthismanalreadyknowsmy

preferencewebothcomewithhimcollapsingontop

ofme.

"Areyouokay"heasksmassagingmynipplesInod

peckinghislips

"KuyashisaesgodlweniandIwanttogobackinside"

hesayssoftlylaughingIshakemyheadhecan'tbe

seriousSmisohasstaminaandmeallthisisnew

Sizwepreferredtohavemeliebacklikesome

pluckedchickenwaitingtoberoastedmxmprick.

Wemoveupthebedandcuddle.

"Areyousureaboutus"heasksmovinghisfingers

upanddownmyarmIamsurewhatIagreedtobutI

nodmyhead.

.

It'sbeenweeksofblissandgreatsexifImustsay,I

feellikeIhavebeenneglectingmybabybearso



todayIamtakinghertomynewplaceBabasoldthe

oldonewellIdidn'twanthimtosellitIbelieve

propertyisagreatinvestmentappreciateswhen

renovated.

Iamwearingshortsandsheiswearingadressit's

justusgirlsspendingtimetogether,SmisocallsandI

puthimofloudspeaker.

"Heybaby"beforeIrespondSiyapipesup

"Baba"helaughsclearlyshocked.

"Heybabybear"shegiggleslookingatme

"Mamaistakingmeoutforicecream"shesays

showingoffhermissingteath.

"Phiwowhereareyoutakingmybear"

"TomynewplaceitneedssomeblessingandIwant

tospendtimewithher"hegoesmuteforafewgood

minutes.

"OkayIwillcomecheckuponyouguyslaterokayI

loveyouguys"

"Weloveyoutoo"Isayheendsthecallsincewe

decidedtogiveusachanceSmisocallsallthetime.



WegettomyplaceitjustacomplexchildfriendlyI

didn'twantanythingexpensivejustsimple,Igotfood

alongthewayandsomegamesfromhome.

"MamaIlikeournewhome"shesaysrunning

aroundIfollowsuittillIgettired.

WeplaygamesIenduppaintinghernailsand

plaitingherhairshe,Sherunstothebedroomtolook

atherselfinthemirror.

AknockcomesthroughIfixmyselfupthinking

SmisoisalreadyhereIopenthedoorandgoflying

acrosstheroomIlookupandseeSizweisstanding

therelikeabodybuildermyinstincttellsmetorun,I

movetothebedroomandlockthedoor.

"Mama"SiyasayslookingscaredSizwebangsthe

doorsohardmybabyjumps.

"OpenthisbloodydoorPhiwo"heroarshestarts

kickingthedoor,IlookformyphonedammitIleftit

intheloungeIcurseholdingSiya.

"Mamangiyasaba"Iputmyhandoverhermouth.

"Shss"Iopenthewardrobeandputherinsidewiping



hertearsthenoiseisgettinglouderandlouder.

"Mamalovesyouokayjustdon'tcomeout"weboth

cry"Siyalookatmeungaphumiuyangizwaand

don'tcryokay"

ThedoorbreaksopenandSizwedragsmebymy

hairItryfightinghimoffbutSiyaboltsoutcryingshe

comesoutandtriestofightSizweoffhepushesher

sohardshehitsthewall.

"Youbastard"IsayyankingmyselffromhisholdI

swearIfeelachunkofmyhairpluckfrommyskull.

"Siyavukababypleasewakeup"Istandupcharging

atSizweIthrowpunchesscreamingandshouting

forhelp.HepunchesmesohardIlandnexttoSiya.

IpullSiyatomychestlookingatthederangedSizwe.

"Mybabyishurt"Icrythisshouldn'tbehappening

"Uzongifundaungazinamhlanje"hesayspullingme

awayfromSiya.

"Sizwepleasesheneedsadoctor"Isobstillholding

her

"Didyoucarelikethiswhenyoukilledmybabies"he



saysputtinghishandsonmyneckhehasnomercy

hiseyesarefilledwithrageandwhatbabiesishe

talkingabout.

........

Ihopewe'restillgoodenjoyingthestory.
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Hestripsmetillamleftwithmyundergarmentsthis

Sizweisworsethantheonethatlandedmein

hospital,allIamthinkingaboutismydaughteris

sheokaytearsfallfreelythinkingaboutherherand

howSizwedraggedmeawayfromherIamangry

thattheresecuritywasnowheretobeseen,Iam

disappointedthatIampartofagenerationthat

turnsablindeyethatbelievesinmindingtheirown

business.



"Phiwowhat'sdidyoudotoourkids"heasks

slappingme

"AngaziluthoyouandIneverhadchildren"heslaps

meonemoretimemyfacefeelsswollen.

"Thenwhydidyougotomyhomehuhandhave

themcleanseyoubecauseyouknowyouabortedmy

babies"heroarspacingupanddownheisfurious.

"YourfathersaidIneededthatceremonyforallthat

youdidtoome"Ishoutbackhecan'tgivemekidsI

neverhad.

"Ofcourseyouneededityoukilledmybabiesmy

familywasn'tevensupposedtobotherngokuk'geza

youdeservedallthebadluckthatwastocomeyour

way"hesaysangrily.

"YouhavetobelieveIdon'tknowanything"helaughs

mockingly

"Didn'tyougotothehospitalduringthesepast

monthshuh"hesaysbreathingdownmyfaceIrake

mybraintryingtothinkIshakemyheaditcan'tbeI

wasn'tpregnantIhasaseverecaseofbleedingit

happenstoalotofwomen,Ican'tbethatstupidthat



Ididn'trealiseIwaspregnant.

"Iknewthatlegalisingweedwasabadidea

uzongibhedelalah"Ishootfeelingbrave.

"TodayIwillgetthetruthoutofyou"hesaysripping

mybraoffit'shappeningagainheroughlypullsmy

pantydown.Ijustdon'tgetthishowcanamanget

hardknowingfullythatthereisnoconsentgivenor

maybeit'sthefeartheyseeinthatpersonthatturns

themonthewillandfightnottohaveyourself

violated.

"Youwillgetpregnantagainandgivebirth

uyangizwaIwon'tstoptillIfeellikeit"hesayroughly

penetratingmeIscreamfromthepaintearstrickling

down.Tearsaftertearhepushesthrustsinviolently

heavingontopofmeItryfightinghimoffwith

everythinginmebutmybodyistiredmyspiritis

dyingintheprocesshiswordskeeptauntingme"I

won'tstoptillIfeellikeit"

HisbeengoingatitforanhournowIcan'tfeel

anythinganymoremytearshavedriedoutIam

numbheisheavyonmeandhissweatisdropping



onmethedooropensandhopefillsmyheart.

"Sizwethiswasn'tpartoftheplan"Mpumisays

gettinghimoffme.

"Shutupwena"Hesayslappingher

"PhiwoIamsosorry"shesayswithhercrocodile

tearspatheticItellyou.

"Mpumipleasehelpmeplease"shelooksatSizwe

thenbackatmewalkingaway.

"Wozala"hesaysdraggingmetothefloorhestarts

beatingmesohardbashingmyfacemostlyIclose

myeyeswitheachpunchandkick.Itryblockingout

everythingthepainbutthatdoesn'twork.

"IwantyoutohurtjustlikeyouhurtmeIlovedyou

Phiwoandyoukilledourbabieswhy"heshouts

pullingmebymyhairIcan'tseehimproperly.

"Iamsosorrypleaseforgiveme"Isobbeggingfor

forgivenesshelaughssoloudandspitsonme

throwingahardpunchwhichlandsonrighteye.My

brainjugglesupinformationcomingupwithone

storyinparticularIwaswatchingAzania'sshow



"realtalk"ithinkandIsawthiswomentellherstory

aboutherboyfriendwhoassaultedherandjustlike

thatthoserepeatedblowsintheeyeandshefelt

somewarmliquidgushouthereyeandrightthen

sheknewsomethingwaswrongwhatpuzzledmeis

whenshesaidthehospitaltookitsownsweettime

toassisthershelosthersightlaterintheshowI

foundouthernameisJosinaMachel.

Hethrowsmeontopofthisfilthybedand

penetratesmeonceagainhechokesmenot

carryinghiseyeshavelostthewarmththeyonce

possessedandIhappentobethecauseofthat.

IwakeupandIamaloneinthisroomit'sdarkand

tooquietIstartpanicking,Ican'tevenmoveItry

callingoutforsomeonebutnothing,Ifeelcagedthe

silenceanduncertaintyisgettingtome,Idon'twant

todiealonethisfeelingistorturemythoughts

consumemeandIcan'tgetawayfromthemIwant

everythingtostopIwantthepaintogoawayIdon't

wanttobelieveIwaspregnantandstupidnotto

notice.



ThedooropensandthelightsturnSizwecharges

towardsmeatleasthewillpickmeupfromthiscold

floorinsteadheuseshisfeettoturnmeoverand

walksaway.

Comesbackliftsmeup.

"IlovedyouPhiwoandyouliedtomeyouturnedme

intothisman"hesaysasifhe'sabouttocry"I

watchedyoupineoveramanyouhaderlyknewI

wasneverenoughforyounever"heshouts

"No..No..no..no.."Iprotestusingeverywillpoweri

havetofighthimhe'stoostrongformetheicecold

watertouchesmyskinIscreamfromtheeffectthe

waterhasonmeitpenetratesmyskin,tomybones

andfinallyreachesmycore.

"Talk"heshoutwithhishandsonmyshoulders

pushingmeunder.Ican'tsayanythingmyTeathare

chattering.

"OkaymisshighandmightPhiwowon'tadmither

faultsngifunaukukubhabhadisawena"hesays

pouringmoreiceinthewaterIcan'ttakeitanymore



Iwanttoletgo.

.

Ihaven'tbeensoangryinmyentirelifesomethingin

metoldmetodrivetoPhiwo'aplacesomething

didn'tfeelrightandwhenIarrivedtheplacewas

trashedbearbearwasonthefloorsnifflingand

bloodwasonherfirstIthoughtitwashersbutit

waswasn'treliefwashedovermebutanger

surfacedwhohitsachild,Itookhertothehospital

calledeveryonethequestionremainedwhotook

Phiwo.AfterIhadcalledeveryoneItookmycarand

drovetoNgqobhane'shehasgonetofarnow,

HedeniedknowingwherePhiwowasafteragood

beatingIknowNgqobhaneandwhenIlookedinto

hiseyeshewastellingthetruthsomebutIhatethe

concernhedisplayedandhowhiseyessuddenly

turnedsoft.

"Ifmyfatherisinvolvedyouneedme"hesays

walkingin..



"Don'tfuckwithmewenawalkawaynow"Ihiss

standingupManqobaholdsmeback.

"BafocalmdownSizwemightbeworkingwith

someone"hesayscalmly.Theidiotwasoutofthe

countrywhycomebacknowthisdoesn'tmake

sense.

"Iswearifyourfatherissomehowinvolvedevenmy

loveforyouwon'tsaveyourfamilyhehasgoneto

farthistime"henodsshakingManqobaand

Mnqobi'shands.IlookatAphiwefixingherselfup

sherefusedtostaybehindandwhatworriesmeis

thathourshavegonebyitsnowmidnightIdon't

knowwhattheyaredoingtoher.

"Youguyshaveeverythingright,weneedtoleave

now"MnqobisaysheisquietbutIsuspectheis

lethal.IalsolookatNgqobhanewhythecareIswear

ifhe'suptosomethingIwillkillhim.

.

Ithinkthetortureisfinallyovernowhetookmeout

ofthebathtubandthrewmeonthefloorIamina

foetalposition,Ireallywishhecouldcoverupmy



indecencyatleastdomethatonefavour,myeyesare

halfshutIamgreatfulIcanstillsee.Iamshivering

myteathstillchattering.IwishIcouldcurseMpumi

butapartofmefeelssorryforherbecausewhatis

happeningtomeinherpresence,Mightjusthappen

toherinthepresenceofyetanotherruthless

senselesswoman.

"CleanherupIdon'twantherdying"hesayslicking

myfaceroughlybitingmylipmyvoicehasleftme

onlymysilenceremains.Ieventuallyclosemyeyes.

Ihearsomenoisethisisitmydemisewhereis

SmisowhenIneedhim.

Ihearsomescreamsandfootsteps.Heholdsme.

"No..no..pleasenotagain"Ipleadlettingoutashriek

ofpain.

"Babyit'smeopenyoureyes"hesayssoftlykissing

meIopenmyeyesandbreakdown

"Smiso"Isobsoloudthelumpinmythroatbursts

hecoversmeupwithhiscoatholdingmetight..

AphiwepullsMpumiwhileManqobaisdragging



Sizwe.

HelookslividManqobaputshisfootonSizwe's

throatwhilethetwoarepointingatme,Ihearthis

thumbsoundonlytoseeAphiweontopofMpumi

bashingherheadtothefloorthere'sblood

everywhere,bloodspattersonherface.

SmisotriesliftingmeupbutIscreammywhole

bodyhurtshecurseslookingatSizwebut

Ngqobhaneshakeshishead.

"MnqobicallKhayanow"heshoutshisvoice

soundingdistant.

..........

Participationiskey
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IthoughtIhadseenitallbutwhenithitshomethat's

whenyoureallyfeelit,Seeingphiwolikethattoreme,



layinginapoolofbloodnakedbruisedandbrokenit

tookeveryforceinmenottosnapSizwe'sneckand

focusonmybaby,AssoonasKhayagottherewe

wereabletotakehertothehospital.

Shecan'twalk,shecanbarelytalkIdon'tgetwhat

kindofananimaldoesthat.Aren'twesupposedto

loveandprotectthesewomendamnthemenwe

havebecome.

Ivowednevertokillagainnevertotakelifeasitis

precioussotheysay,ItoldmyselfIwouldneverkilla

commonmanbutSizwehasdraggedmesofarI

won'tcomeback.

IrememberthefirsttimeIkilledamanIslept

peacefullynonightmaresorguiltit'slikeIwasborn

todothat,SibekoSeniortaughtmeeverythingI

knowgroomedmebutyouknowwhattheysay

aboutastudentsurpassingitsteacherandletssay

henevertookthatwellIgrewandbecamemyown

personthingsstartedtogetcomplicatedwhenI

venturedintodrugsanddiamondsandIwalked

awayfromSibekoseniorbecausehehadalready

movetohumantraffickingandIwasnotabout



sellingyoungkidsandwomen.

Onlythereisnohonouramongstcriminalspeople

likeusdon'tjustwalkawaybloodhastobespiltand

Khosiwascaughtinthecrossfirehesaidhe

teachingmealessoneitherIcomebackorlosethe

onethingIcherishedmyunbornchild.

IamwhatyoucallamercilessmercenarykillerIam

headhuntedtotakepeopleoutit'sinmeit'swhatI

am.IhaveearnedtherespectIget,IdoubtPhiwowill

lovemethesameonceshelearnsthelistofpeopleI

havemurdered

Ihavebeenwatchinghercryinhersleepdespitethe

factthatIamhereshestillfeelsscareditwasa

hasslegettinghertoopenherlegsIhadtostay

whileKhayaexaminedherandIhadtohelpthe

nursesbatheherbecauseshewouldn'tletgo.Ihate

whatthatmonsterdidtoher,Khayasaidthings

aboutrupturedvulva'sforcefulpenetrationbruised

jaw,bluntsobjecttotheheadallthesethingshave

awakentheoldmehemessedwiththewrong

family.KhayawalksinwithNgqobhanethetwo

peopleIdon'twanttosee.



"IjustcametocheckuponPhiwo"Ngqobhanesays

whileKhayachecksherdoesherwork.

"Idon'tknowwhatyouareplayingatbuttrustmeit

won'tendwell"IsaylookingatPhiwothenbackat

him.

"Ihaveseenhowyoulookatheryouandthatbutch

betterstayaway"IsayreferringtoKhayahenods

lookingatPhiwohehasthislovecarrying

expressiononhisface.

"Isshegoingtobeokay"heaskssoundingsencere

thelasttimehesoundedlikethiswaswhenhe

apologisedforburningKhosihewasdistraught

brokenandturnedintothiscalculatingbastard

thoughhetouchedkhosithatbastardfatherofhis

forcedhimandjustlikethatIlostmybestfriend.

IwalkhimoutbumpingintoPhiwo'sparentsthey

lookworriedIcan'tstomachthepainhermotherwill

feelwhensheseesheronlydaughterinthatstate.

It'sbeentworoughdaysKhayahadtodoubleher

sedationduetothestateshewasinmeaningwe



couldn'ttalktoher

EveryoneisaroundwaitingforhertowakeupI

checkedonbabybearthricethismorningshehas

beenaskingabouthermotherandtellingmehow

uncleSizwewashurtinghermommymychildstill

regardsthatmonsterasherunclejoysofbeinga

child.

Phiwo'smotherhasbeencryinginherhusbands

armsmakingthiswholesituationharderthanit

alreadyisiftheydidn'tomitthetruthwewound

here,Idon'tthinkPhiwowilleverbesameIdoubtit

thereissomethingaboutpainitchangesyouand

thereissomethingaboutvengeanceitconsumes

youandallthatshewillfeel.

Khayawalkstowardsusandthewholefamily

stands.

"Issheawake"herfatherasks

"Yesbutpleasewhenyougoindon'tupsethershe

askedtoseeyou"Khayasayslookingatme.

"Ithinkweshouldallgoinseeherthenleave"

AphiwesayswalkingfirstIfollowsuitbeingthelast



toenterherroomhereyesarestillswollen

everythingfeelswrongwithhowshelooksrightnow.

HermothertriesembracingherbutsheshiftMr

ZwanelooksatmelikeIhavealltheanswers.

"Siyawhereismybaby"Sheasksthereishopeinher

eyesIwanttoholdontothat.I

Movecloserandholdherhand.

"She'sokay"sherealiseasighofreliefstilllookingat

me

"WherewereyouiwassoscaredIthoughthewas

goingtokill.."hersobsgetintheway

"Ohsanalwami"hermothersaysattemptingtohold

her.

"Ungangithinti"shesaysfuriouslyshockingeveryone

evenherfacesaysitall.

"Sunshinewhat'swrong"herfatherasks.

"Isittruebaba"sheaskshertearssilentlyfallingher

fatherlooksbrokenbutnodsIhadalreadytoldthem

whatdroveSizwetothis.



"Lordno..no.."Shesaysclutchesatherabdomen

shakingherheadhercryisheartwrenchingifonlyI

couldtakeawayherpain.

"YoumiscarriedtwinsthedayofSmiso'saccident"

herfathersayscausinghertosobevenmore

"Youknewandyoudidn'ttellmeIlostmybabies

andyousaidnothingabsolutelynothingSizwehurt

meclaimingIkilledthembutyouknewandsaid

nothing"shesayswipeshertears"Ityourfaultallof

you,youdidthistome"shesaysangrilylookingat

herparentsifshecouldsaymoreshewouldbuther

tearsuncontrollablyfallhinderingherspeechandI

guesseventhephysicalpainistakingitstall.

"Phiwopleasedon'tsaythatIknowyouarehurting

butthoughGodwewillgetthroughthis"hermother

saysyoucanseethehurtinhereyesshehasn't

beenabletoholdPhiwosinceshewoke.

"AwukahleMawherewasyourGodwhenIbegged

forforgiveness,WhenIwasbeatenandrepeatedly

rapedforsomethingIdidn'tknow,wherewasyour

GodwhenIcouldn'tfeelanythingbuthekepton



goinghurtingme"shebreaksdownshedoesn'teven

wantmetoholdher.

"TellmewherewasyourGodwhenyoudecidedto

lietome,nodon'tcrywhathappenedtomeisyour

faultincludingyouBaba"shesaysnotgivingacare

ifherwordshithard.

"Phiwo"Manqobacallsouthisvoicecomingoutin

formofawhisper.

"Chabhutiyoudon'tunderstandithurtswherewas

Mama'sGodwhenSizwepushedSiyamthandaand

shehitthewall,whenshecriedandtriedfightinghim

mybabywasn'tsupposedtoseethatshe'stoyoung"

Ican'tbegintoimaginewhatPhiwojustsaidlet

aloneunderstandit.

"Weweretryingtoprotectyou"herfathersays

defencelessshelaughsmockinglyafterhearingthat.

Shelooksateveryoneintheroomslowlyasif

memorisingthemforthelasttime.

"NawephoMayoumournedmybabiesanddenied

methechancetodoso"shesaysputtingherhands

onherchest.



Phumani"shesayscamly.

herfathergentlypullshermotherouttheroom.

WeareleftaloneandshehasbeencryingIbelieve

forhertwinsandforalmostlosingSiyamthanda.I

amsurprisedshehasn'tkickedmeoutyetseeing

shedoesn'twantanyonebesideher.

"IshouldhaveknownIamterribleperson"shesays

wipinghertears

"Pleasedon'tsaythatyourparentsliedtoyouand

youdidn'tknowthat'sthatyouarenotahorrible

person"Isayassuringhershecouldn'thaveknown

shewasn'tevenawareshewaspregnantwithallthe

chaosshewasgoingthroughatthetime.

"Iwantyoutomakehimsufferandkillhimfor

puttingmybabythroughthat"shesayscodly

She'sbeensleepingforawhilenowstillshakingin

hersleepbutatleastherwasabletoclosehereyes

withouthavingtobeinjected.Manqoba'sname

flashesonmyscreenIshiftfromher.



"Bafo"hebreathesthoughthephoneforawhile

beforesayinganything.

"Majusthadaheartattack"hefinallysaysIlookat

Phiwohowcansomeone'slifebeturnedsoupside

downinaspaceofafewmonths.

.....
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IwakeupwithurgetopeeluckilySmisoisnot

aroundwhichisgoodIappreciatehavingaroundbut

he'sstartingtosuffocateme.

Iamevenafraidtotakeamirrorandlookdown

there.ThereisapartofmethatfeelslikeIwillsee

thisshreddeddisgustinglytornvigina.

Iwalkslowlytothebathroomandaccidentallyfind

myselflookingatthemirror,Iseeadirtybroken,

taintedandhollowmeIclosethedoorandstripoff



thehospitalgowngettingintheshowerthehot

waterhitsmyskinandIwishitcouldwashawaythe

paincleansemeoffhissmellandsweatIcanstill

smellhimIcanstillfeelhimontopofmedegrading

meintheworstpossiblekindthat'swhythesemen

rapeustheyknowittakesawayyourpoweritstrips

youofyourselfworthanddignityitimprisonesyouit

scaresyouforlifeforGodsakeit'shumiliatingthe

littlepowerIthoughtIhadisgonejustlikethat,One

punchandIwasalreadybegginghimtostop,One

strokeIwasalreadynumbpowerlessprayingtoGod

totakemylife.HiswordsstillhauntmeIturnedhim

intowhatheisnowhelovedmeandIpinedovera

facelessman.

Thisspongeisn'tdoingmeanyjusticeIscubmyself

tillmyhandsgettiredIwanttobangmyheadtothe

wallsohardIdieinstantly,Myskinisallwrinkledup

butthatisnotcomparedtohowIfeeltearsfall

profuselyIthoughtIhadrunoutoftearsbutheythe

jokeisonmeit'slikeihavebeenrefilledagazillion

times.

IwalkoutwishingIwaslighterthattheflippinhot



showerdidmegoodbutitdidn'tIwantmymother

despitewhatIsaidIneedhertoholdmeandtellme

thateverythingisgoingtobeokaythatitwasn'tmy

fault,IneedhertotellmethatIamstillherbabyIam

stillthePhiwoshegavebirthtoonotSizwe's

punchingbagnotSizwe'srapevictimIneedherto

tellmethatIamstillmyfather'ssunshinemy

father'ssunflowerhowIwishIcurseGodsomuch

thatIfeelwholebutstillthatwon'thelpme.

IwipemyfountainoftearsIdon'tknowwhathurts

themostbeingraped,thebetrayalfrommyparents

orthelossofmybabiesthemerethoughtcripples

memyheartisinshamblestheyshouldhavetold

meIdeservedtoknowthatIhadtwosoulsme,Iput

bothmyhandsonmybellyandcrysohardthisone

isformyangels.

Myfatherwalksinhelooksdrainedlikehehada

longnight,Ilovethismansomuchhimbeinghere

meansalotIknowIsaidhurtfulwordsyesterday

whichcanneverbetakenbackbutcanonlybe

plasteredwithanapology,heopenshisarmswideI



restmyheadonhischestandweep.

"It'sokaymysunshineletitallout"hesays

squeezingme.

"Whydidyouhurtmewhy"hesnifflesbrushingmy

back

"It'snotyourfaultheisasicktwistedman"hesays

kissingmyforeheadifonlyitwasthatsimpleto

believe

"PhiwowewillgetthroughthisokaybutIneedyou

tobestrongokay"hesayslookingstraightintomy

eyeshisaretearyInodmyhead.

"Ihavesomethingtotellyou"hesaysforcingasmile

stillholdingme.

"Mahadaminorstrokeandaheartattack"Ipull

awayscreamingGodcan'tforsakemelikethisnot

nownotwhenIneedherthemost.Hepullsmeclose

claspingmetightItryfightinghimbutit'safutile

exercise.

"IamsorrybabaIdidn'tmeantosayallthosethings

Ireallydidn'tmeantoo"Isayinbetweentearsand



hiccups

"Phiwolistentomeyoudidn'tdoanythingMawas

underpreasurehenceherattack"hesayswipingmy

tears

"IwanttoseeherngifunauMawam"heshakeshis

head

"NgifunauMawamIwantmymotherIneedher"I

beghimbutheisadamant.

"Youcan'tseehernotnow"hesayscamlybutthe

straininhisvoiceprovesit'snotlookinggood.

"BabapleaseprayaskGodtosaveherformeforall

ofus"IsayholdinghishandsIneedhimtoprayhard

becauseIcan'tloseherIprayedformyselfandI

wasn'tansweredmaybeifmyDadpraysforMama

hisprayerswillbeansweredtheyareoneintheeyes

oftheLordright.

.

ThemedicinekhayagavemeiswearingoffIopen

myeyesandSmisoislookingatmecreepyifyou



askme.hesmileswhenmyeyesmeethis,he'sgot

beautifuleyestheymayholdsomedarknessbutstill

whenhelooksatmetheychannelloveand

warmth,heishandsomeIwon'tlieIlookathishands

andhisknucklesarebruised.

"Iamsorry"hesaysstillseatedfarfrommehishead

isbowedIhaveafeelinghisisapologisingformore.

"Smiso"helooksup.

"Doyouneedmetocallthedoctor"heasksstanding

upIamsuremyvoicesoundsweakforhimtopanic.

"NobutIneedyoutowalkawayandneverlook

back"IsayswallowinghardthisisharderthanI

thoughtitwouldbe.

"WhatareyousayingPhiwo"heaskswithoneeye

browraised.

"It'soverSmisoIdon'twantyouanything"helooks

shockedmorethananythingbutIrathesayitfirst

thanhavehimsayit.

"Youarenotmakingsenseitmustbethemedicine

yahthat'swhatitisthemedicine"hesaysmoving



closer.

"Gxabhashekuphelileleave"IhalfshoutIcan'thave

himneatmeifIcanstillsmellSizweonme,ifIcan't

standthewayIlookorthewayIfeelwhatabouthim

won'thefindmerepulsive.

"Mazwanepleasedon'tdothistomedon'tdothisto

us"hesaysbeggingmeIshakemyheadIlovehim

enoughtolethimgo,IcanfeelitoneofthesedaysI

willgocrazythefloodingthoughtsandthesilence

creepsmeoutSizweunleashedsomethinginme.if

hegoesnowhewon'tgettoseethebad.

"Iamnotinlovewithyouanymore"Isaybitingmylip

sayingthesewordsislikepiercinghisheart,Iamin

somuchpainIcan'tdescribeit.

"Ineedyouasmuchasyouneedme"hesays

runninghishandoverhishead.

"Idon'tloveyou"Ishoutwipingmytearsheneedsto

hearthis.

"DammitPhiwo"hesaystrashingtheplaceIshift

thinkinghemighthurtmeintheprocess.



"MazwanepleasereconsiderIloveyou"hesays

flexinghisjaws.

"IamdamagedbeyondrepairtheloveIhavenowis

formydaughterandonlyher"Isayholdingmytears.

"Whywhyareyoudoingthis"heasks

"Becauseyouareaman"Isaythereissometruthin

mysentencebutalsoaweboflies.Iwanthiminmy

lifeIneedtoleanonhimbutIdon'twantthewarmth

ofhiseyestobereplacedbycoldnessorhisloveto

bereplacedbyhateandresentment.Myfather

explainedhowmywombisscaredordamagedI

didn'tgetitallbutIwon'thavekidsIsobbed

becauseIcouldn'tandIstillcan'tunderstandhow

Godcoulddealmesuchheavycards,howdoItell

himthatSiyamthandaistheonlychildhewillever

getfrommethathissoccerteamwon'tcomefrom

methatIlovehimbutIhatethatheismanthatIam

afraidhewillneverlookatmethesamethatapart

ofmenowbelievesthatineachandeverymanthere

abeastnestingwaitingtobefreed.

HelooksbrokenhereIambreakingyetanother



man'sheartwoundinghimforthenextwomento

healaheartsheneverbrokehewalksawayandmy

heartshattersithurtssomuchnothingmakessense

nopainisgreaterthantheotheryetIfeellikeone

shouldsurpasstheotherIshouldbeabletotell

whichhurtsmethemostrightnowbutmyheartand

soulfeelallofthemtheareeatingawayatme.I

haveahandovermymouthmufflingmycryand

here'sthethingwithmufflingyourcriesaburning

lumpformsonyourthroatmakingitmorepainful

andreal.

"OhMapleasedon'tleaveme"Isayoutloudhoping

theuniverseshinesonme.

.....

IamsorryfortheinconsistencyIhaven'tbeen

feelingwell.

Pleaselike,commentandshareremember

participationiskey
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Idon'tknowwhat'sworsethefactthatshedoesn't

wantmenearherorthatshebelievesallthestuff

shesaid,IknowsheishurtingmorethanIcan

imaginethatshefeelsbrokenbutifonlyshecould

sheherselfthroughmyeyesbecauseIseea

beautifulstrongblackwomanwhowentthrougha

horribleodealbuthasrisenandsurvived,Iseea

daughterandamotherwhotriedtoprotectherbaby

theonlypersonwhoshecaredaboutevenwhenshe

wasbleedingandclosetodeathwasourbabygirl

nowhowcanletsuchawomango,howdoIlether

pushmeawaywhensheneedsmethemost.Her

motherisstillnotoutofthewoodsyetsheisfalling

apartandthereisnotmuchIcandoaboutittheonly

thingsheisholdingontooisSiyamthandait'slike

everybreathshetakesisforandonlyher.

Aphiwehasbeenpumpingthatgirlwithdrugsand

allowingeveryscumshecouldthinkoffhaveher

waywithher,That'snothowIoperateIdon'tfind

pleasureinhurtingwomenbutAphiweisdifferent

shedoesn'tknowhowtodrawthelinenotthatIcare



whatshedoestoher,thatMpumigirlispractically

hookedondrugsshesaysyestoeverythingonlyto

gethernextfix.Sizesontheotherhandtorturing

himhasreacheditscauseIdon'tlikedragging

thingsalongbecausetheyeventuallycomebackto

biteyou.

IwalkintothewarehouseandManqobaisbeastly

punchingSizwethesightofthismandisgustsmehe

hasbeenbeggingforhislifebutwhatsurprisesme

isthatwhenPhiwobeggedandcriedhedidn'tcare

nowthatmessesmeup.

"BafodubulalenjaIamtiredofseeinghisface"

ManqobasayshishandsaredrippingbloodSizweis

practicallyhangingbyathread,Itakeoutapairof

pliersIneedtofinishwhatIstartedhisfeetare

alreadyswollenIdecidedtocutafewofhistoes.

"IthinkIwanttoplaywithhim"Mnqobisaystaking

thepliersfromme,Sizwescreamsandbegswhile

Mnqobislowlycutsoffhisfingersprolongingthe

painmymindisnothereIshouldbewithPhiwo



supportingherit'sbeenaweekandnothingmakes

sensetome,IlovethatwomenonesmileandImeltI

couldbringtheworldtoit'sfeetjustforhershe'smy

HelenmyMarilynandallIwantistobebyherside.

Aloudscreamebringsmebackfromthe

clouds,MpumiisonthefloorsreamingAphiweisat

itagainthisplaceisbloodychaotic

"Willyoubloodystopit"Ishoutcausingthewhole

placetocometoastandstill.

"Youcuthispenisoff"IsaytoashakenMpumi.

"NoIcan'tdoitpleasedon'tmakeme"shepleads

goingdownonherknees

"Iwon'trepeatmyselfcutitoff"Ishouthandingher

theknifeandwatchassheslowlytakesit.

"Getthepitbullsinheretheycanfinishthejob"

ManqobanodsIwouldratherhavedogseathim

alivethattoshoothimIdon'tmissandonebullet

wouldendhislife.

"Pleasedon'tkillmeinevermeanttohurtherplease

iambeggingyouforgivemeMakhathiniplease



whenSibekotoldmethatPhiwokilledourunborn

babiesIlostitIswearthatmanliedtome"hecries

patheticeveninhislastdaysheisstillaweakman,I

clenchmyJawthatoldfoolwon'tleavemealonetill

Ikillhim.

IlookatMpumiandherhandsareshakingshe's

alreadywetwithtearsIhavenomoreenergyinme

eachstepItakeIwalkawaywithhisscreamsand

manhoodifIcouldIwouldlethimleavebutthat

wouldn'tbejusticetomybearorPhiwoatleastI

walkawayknowinghediedaspinelessweakling

excuseofamanwhobegs.

IgethomeandSiya'stoysarelyingaroundwehave

beenspendingtimetogetherIevenwatchsofiathe

firstnowadaysIlikethatcerdricthemagiciandude

he'sevilbutnonofhisplanstotakeoverthe

kingdomeversucceed,ElihlecomesrunningdownI

don'tgetwhyshehasn'tclearedupthismess.

"Heybhuti"shesaysattemptingtogivemehugbut

stopsonhertracks.



"Areyouhurtwhathappened"sheasksbacking

awayIshouldhavechangedthebloodiedshirt

clearlymymindandhearthavedetachedfrommy

body.

"Elihle"Icalloutmyvoicesternlyshelookssorrybut

there'ssomeurgetorunhermouth.

"Whatdidyoudo,didyouhurtsomeone"sheasks

hervoiceabouttobreak.

"ElihleIdon'tanswertoyouokaynowclearthis

messbeforeIgetangry"IsayclearlyannoyedElihle

isachildshehasnobusinessaskingmenonsense.

"Iamsorrybhuti"shesayssulkingthat'swhatthese

kidsaregoodatsulkwhentheydon'tgettheirway.

IrushtomybedroomtogetcleanedupIsmellof

blood.

AfteralongcoldshowerItrycallingPhiwobutshe

doesn'tpickup.IcanhearElihle'sloudmusicallthe

waytomyroomthatgirlistroubleIdon'tknowhow

Babamanageswithherinthehousebecausethis

oneisspoiled.



AsoftknockcomesthroughandSthembiwalksin

wearingtheskimpiestuniformIhaveeverseenshe

isstandinginforhermotherwhohasbeenwithus

forthelongesttime.Iamstillinmytowelliterally

exposed.

"NgyaxolisabhutiIjustcametocheckuponyou"

ShesayswalkingclosertothebedIamstudyingher

bodylanguage.

"Can'tyouseeIdon'twanttobedisturbed"Ihissbut

sheproceedstillshereachesmeandputsherhands

onmyshouldersherhandsaresoft.

"Ifyouvaluethisjobyouwillgetyourhandsoffme

uyangizwa"Myvoiceisascoldasthatofamurderer

noemotionwhatsoever.

"ButIcanmakeyoufeelbetternjeSmiso"shesays

withhersweetvoiceIstanduplookingintohereyes.

"LalelaIhaveawomenandIloveherIdon'tneed

youoryourservices"shelooksshockedhereyesget

teary.

"Ungangitshelingalentoyakhoehlanyayo"Itighten

mygriponherarm.



"Sthembidon'ttestmephuma"shehurriedlywalks

outdamnthiswomenifIweretheSizwetypeI

wouldhaveslappedherbigmouth,Imaybemany

thingsbutIwouldn'thurtPhiwo.

.

Todayisoneofthoseearlymorningsthatbrighten

upmyday,IamtakingNtokozoyamiwithtowork,

drivingtoPhiwo'shomealwaysbringsjoytomy

heartIgettoseeherevenifit'sjustasleepingher.

IfindherwholefamilyhavingbreakfastManqoba

hasSiyaonhislaptheylookliketheyarehavingthe

bestconversation.

Phiwolooksoutofplaceshehaslostsomeweight

onlybecausesheeatslessandspendsmostofher

timelockedupinherroom.

"Baba"Siyasaysrunningtome.

"Heybabybear"Isaypickingherupsheisalready

dressedup.



"YeslookMamadidmyhair"shesayshappily.

Igreeteveryonewhoisalreadyupontheirfeetgoing

abouttheirday.OnlyAphiwestaysbehindshegives

metimealonewithPhiwo.

"MakaNtokozo"shelooksuphereyesaredead

hollowthere'snosignofmyPhiwo.

"Makhathini"shesaysofferingmeaweaksmile.

"Howarefeelingtoday"Iaskmovingcloserbutshe

shiftgracefullycarefulnottobeobvious.

"Idon'tknowSmisoithurtsandIcan'tcarryon

withoutmymotherIneedher,IneedhersoIcan

knowSiyawillbetakencareoff"Shesaysbreaking

downImoveclosertillherheadisonmychestshe

criesclutchingatme.

"Phiwopleasedon'tsaythat,don'teventhinkabout

it"Isayholdinghertightshecrieshersobsget

louderwitheachgaspSiyacomesrunningtothe

kitchenandstartscryingtoo.

"Babapleasedon'thurtMama"shesayspullingme

offIclosemyeyesthishurts.



"Nodaddyisjustmakingmommyfeelbetterokay"

PhiwosayswipinghertearsIpickherupandkiss

herforehead.

"BabawouldneverhurtyouguysokayIloveyou"she

nodsrestinghersmallheadonmyshoulderIusemy

thumbtowipehertearsPhiwoclingstomyhandnot

lettinggo.IfonlyIcouldtellhertotakemeback

assurethatIcantakecareoffhermakeherbelieve

thateverythingwillbeokay,Takeherpainawayand

replaceitwithsunshine.

Butit'snotthatsimpleshenowbelievesthemost

horriblethingsaboutherself.Theoncehappy

Phiwokuhleisreplacedbyashadowofhurt,self

doubtandhate.

......

Likesandcommentsseemtobelacking.

Dotherightthinglike,commentandshare
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Iamalostsoulwonderingaimlessly,mysoulis

journeyingthoughthemidstofdarkness.Iwantedto

takeovertheworldbutitturnedit'sbackonme.I

wantedtogrowandblossomintothatsunflowermy

fatheralwaysspeaksofbuteventhesunturnedits

backonme,itsbrightestraysdarkenedonme.I

wantedtobestronglikethosewhocamebeforebut

Icouldn't.Iwantedtobewhatmymotherraisedand

instilledinmebuteventhatwashardtodo,shesays

Icomefromagenerationofstrongblackwomen

andIshouldactlikeit.It'seasyforpeopletopoint

fingersandtellyouhowyoushouldfeelwhenthey

haven'tevenwalkedamileinyourshoes.Ijustwant

tobestrongbuteventhestrongestofwarriorshave

theirweaknessesanddefaultsanAchillesheelifyou

maycallitthat.Idon'tknowhowmanytimesIhave

triedknockingontheheavensdoorbutevendeath

itsselfturnedit'sbackonme.Idon'tknowwhatkind

ofacrueljoketheuniverseisplayingonmebutI

wouldlikeitstopnow.IbelievenoscrapthatI

believenonsense,mylifehasn'tevenreachedits



peakyetit'sheavyandthornytobear.Iwish

someonecouldlendmetheirstrengthandabilityto

forgetandmoveon.Iwishmyeverydaybathscould

resulttothestenchoffearfadingaway.Tohavehis

smellturnintosweetrosesthatwayIwouldn'thave

tobatheveryhour.Iwishhedidn'tsmellofnicotine

andwhiskeybecauseheruineditforme,Iusedto

loveandcravethatcombinationfromSmisoit

smelledbetteronhim,nowithasbecomemyworst

nightmarenothingbuteverythingtriggersitifyou

knowwhatImean.

ButImustadmitmyfamilyhasbeenamazing.Baba

hasplayedtherolemymotherwouldhaveifshe

washomeandIamgreatful.SpeakingofwhichBaba

tookhertosomehighprofilephysiotherapistsfor

someintensephysio,whichhasyieldedpositive

results.Thedoctorsaysshewillcomehomesoon

probablyinthecomingdays,herspeechwasabit

impairedwhichfrustratedherbuteverythingelseis

finenow.

TodayIamgoingtomytherapysessionandSmiso



istakingmeasalways.Hetookituponhimselftobe

mydesignateddriver.TherearedaysIwouldn'tbe

abletogetoutofbedandhewastherebutstillthat

hasn'tchangedourrelationshipstatus.

IamseatedoppositedoctorBlakeOsmondwellhe

prefersIcallhimBlake,justtobemorefriendlyand

lessformalhesaiditwaspartofthegetwell,feel

freeandfeelsafetactic.Smisoissittinginasusual

quietlyinthecomer.

"Iamgladtoseeyounotwearingblacktoday"he

sayssmiling,welllIhavebeenfeelingemptyandthe

colourblacksaiditallitspokeonmybehalf.

"Smisopickeditoutforme"Isayreturningthesmile,

Iamwearingayellowsummerydresswithflower

prints.

"Todaywearetacklingthemeninyourlifeissue"he

saysseatingupstraight.MypalmsgetsweatyI

dreadthesetalksbecausetheyendupfeelinglikean

attack.

"DoyoutrustthemeninyoulifePhiwoanddoyou

thinkallmenarethesame"heaskspenning



somethingdown.

"YesIdotrustthemandnonotallmenarethe

same"Isaydefensively.

"ThisisnotanattacktrustmeIamgetting

somewherewiththis"hesayssmilingshowingofhis

teeth,Iwon'tliehe'seasyontheeyeyena.

"Thenaskwhatyouwantandstopgoingaboutthe

bush"Isaywithsomehintofannoyance.

"Whydoyoutrustthemeninyourlifeyourfatherto

beexact"hesaystappinghispenirritatingmetothe

core.

"Becausetheyrespectwomen,theylovemeandthey

wouldn'thurtme.Myfatherlovesmehewouldn't

hurtme"Isayonthevergeofbreakingdown.

"Thenwhywon'tyouallowthepersonyousharea

childwithcloseofyoustronglybelievethatnotall

menarethesame"hesayslookingatSmiso,who

hassuddenlybecamemoreinterestedIcantellby

thestructureofhishisbody.

"Idon'tknow"Isaythrowingthehalftruthcoveredin



aWeboflies.

"PhiwodoyouthinkMrXuluwouldhurtyou"Ilookat

SmisoandIamtonguetiedIcan'tanswerBlake,a

partofmewantstoscreamnobutatinyvoicesays

heismurdererafterallanythingispossible.

"ImeanSizwewasyourboyfriendturnedfiance

turnedbabydaddythenlateryourabuserheclaimed

toloveyoubutinflictedpainonyou.DoyouthinkMr

XuluislikeSizweisthatwhyyouwon'tlethimnear

doesthismeanyouliedaboutallmennotbeingthe

same"heaskspersistentlyregardlessofmytears

andSmisoalreadyuponhisfeet.

"Can'tyouseeyouaremakinghercryjuststop"

Smisoshoutsandtheroomisfilledwithhisvoice.

"IamjustdoingmyjobMrXulu"hesaysraisinghis

handsinsurrender.IthinkhavingSmisositinwasa

mistake.

"Iwantyoutodotheseexercisesandthinkabout

thisdeeply,Iwantyoutoknowwhatisitthatscares

youandrememberdonotpaintallmenusingthe

Sizwebrush"hesaysendingoursession.



Wewalkouttothecarandthesilencefreaksme

out,heopensthedoorformeandtakesawhile

beforehegetsin.

Heiswearingblackpantsandawhitetightcrisp

shirt.Iamalreadyundressinghimwithmyeyes

that'showmuchImisshim.

"Areyouscaredofme"heasksofoutoftheblue.

"Pleasedon'tdothis"IpleadhowdoItellhimthat

yesIamafraidyoumightturnintohim,that

someonehasbeensendingmevideosanonymously

ofhimkillingandbrutallytorturingpeopleandIam

scared.

"PhiwokuhleZwanengiyafungangiyagomelaIwould

neverhurtyou,hurtingyouwouldmeankillingmy

heartifonlyyouknewthatnotonlydoyouhavemy

heartbutmysoultoo"hesayslikehe'srunningout

ofbreath.

"Why,whyhaveyouwalkedawaybecauseSizwe

tookawayeverything"hewipesmytearsplanting

kissesonmyface.



"That'swhereyouarewrong,youaremorethanwhat

heputyouthrough,strongandbeautiful.Nowomen

deservestogothroughwhatyouwentthroughbut

hereyouarestillstanding.Mazwanepleasetakeme

backbecauseIamnotgoinganywhere"hesayswith

somuchcertaintysincerity.

"Iloveyoupleasedon'tcry"hesayswithadeep

chuckle.

"IloveyoutoobutIamscared.IwishIwasn't,Iwish

Iwasokay,Iwishiwasenoughforyou"Isaywith

mylipstremblingIwanttotellhimthatIamno

longerenough,thatIwon'tevenbeabletogivehim

childrenthat'showdamagedandbrokenIam.

"Mazwaneyouaremorethanenough,Sthandwa

samiIwishyoucouldseeyourselfthroughmyeyes

thenIpromiseyouwouldn'twanttostoptakinga

peak"hesayslaughingsoftlyhiseyesareteary.

"Idon'tknow"IsaybreakingdownIdon'twantto

stringhimalong,Idon'twanthimtoresentme,Idon't

wanttoturnhimintoamonster.

Hegetsoutofthecarandcomestomysidetojoin



me,Iamontopofhimwithmyhandswrapped

aroundhisneckwhilehisareonmywaist.

"IloveyoumakaNtokozoyami"hesaysbreaking

downpainfully,IloveitwhenhecallsmethatbutI

neverexpectedhimtobreakdown.Ican'tstand

hearinghimgroaninpainit'slikemyheartisbeing

shredded.Ifeelhispainmyowntearsfall,lettinghim

gohasbecomeharder.Ifeelthisstrongpulltohim,I

don'twanttowalkawayfromthisman.

"BemysanctuarySmiso,forevermine,forever

thine,foreverour.Iloveyousomuch"Isaystill

holdinghimtight.

Whoeversaidloveissimpleandisn'tsupposedto

hurtliedtous,eventhesimplestofthingsare

difficultforothers,eventhetruestandmostbeautiful

lovedoeshurtatsomepoint.

Hedroppedmeoffawhileagothatwasafterhe

tookmeforicecreamandsomegreasyspicy

food.Elihleissleepingovershecan'tseemtoget

enoughofSiyamthandaandthatmeansless



activitiesandsmalltalks.BecausehonestlyIdon't

wanttoendupshoutingatmydaughtersheisthe

onethingthatisconstant,herloveformeiswhat

getsmethrough..

Atextcomesthroughandit'sNgqobhane,Iwearmy

robeandslippersadaystepoutside.Hiscaris

parkedoutsidethegatehestepsoutsidewhenhe

seesmeandopensthebackseat,eversincethe

Sizwesagahehasbeenafriendwellsortoff.

"Hey"hesaysflashingmeasmile.

"Heyyourselfstranger"hescratcheshisheadphelaI

haven'tseenthisoneindays.

"WorkmnganiwamIhavebeenbusy"hesays

laughing.

"MhmmIseemngani"Ilaughathowwehave

developedthis"mngani"thingsasifit'snormalhe

looksatmewithoutflickeringandmovescloser

goingformylips,ittakesawhileformetoregister

whatisgoingon.

IpullawayquicklylikeIhavebeenshocked.



"Wenzani"Ipushhimbackslappingthedeviloutof

him.

"Hewon'tlethimgotillhehasnothingincludingyou

andyourdaughter.IcanloveyouIpromiseIcan

makeyouhappy"hesaysbreathingheavily.

"Whoaretalkingabout"Iask,hegoesmumonme.

"Ngqobhanewhothehellwon'tletwhogo"Iaskmy

voicerising.

"Myfatherhewon'tletMakhathiniwalkawayjust

likethat"hesayssighingheavily.Iswallowhard

kantiwhoisthisoldman.

"ThisbetterbefirstandlasttimeyoutrythisorI

swearIwilltellSmiso"heshakeshishead.

"Youcan'tlovehimmyfatherwon'thesitatekilling

youandyourchildtoproveapoint,andIwouldn'tbe

abletoforgivemyself"hesayssoundingremorseful.

"WellIamwillingtotakethatrisk"Isaythinkingof

Smiso'spromisetoprotectus.

"Youarewillingtodothatforhim,Lovehimeven

thoughyouknowwhatheiscapableofdoing"he



asks,hisquestionssoundmorelikeanaccusation.

"Youarenodifferentnje"Isaytomydefense.

"Youreallylovehimdon'tyou"hesayslikehejust

lostanalreadysetlosinggame.

"Yesandonemorethingstayawayfromme

NgqobhaneIdon'teverwanttoseeyouagain"Istep

outofthecarthinkingofhowheactedlikehecared

andprovedtobeafriendkantino,hewasjust

waitingfortherighttimetopouncemyvulnerability

becameanopeningforhim.Damnmen,damnthis

worldforgivingthemallthepower.

......

Ican'temphasisemoreonparticipation.let'sup

thoselikes,commentsandshares.
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Onecanneversaytheyfullyknowhowtheheart



worksnorcantheysaytheyknowit's

path.Sometimeswejourneyorwalkthroughthis

thingcalledlifeaimlessly,butwiththehopeof

gettingsomelightalongthewaymorelikeafew

shadeslighter.IknowIhavebeenthroughalotbut

sohavemanyotherwomenandchildrenisSouth

Africa.It'slikethewholeworldisinfestedwithsome

deadlysickandtwisteddisease,tohurtand

disregardourfeelings.AfterwhathappenedtomeI

stayedinmybedroomswitchedthelightsoffitwas

justmeandthesilence,IguessIsomehowwanted

togetovermyfearorbeingalone.IwonderedifI

couldn'tgetpastthetraumaofwhathappened,What

isitlikeforchildrenthescaresandangerthatcome

afterthehorrificencounter.There'snotadaythatI

don'tcryforthiscountry.

ThrougheverythingIhavecometorealisethatIlove

Smisowearebindedbyforcesgreaterthan

us,AnotherbeingamotherIwouldwalkonfirefor

mybabygirl.Ilovethatsoultothemoonandback

andmyfamilyIwoulddoanythingtokeepthem.

Ihavealsorealisedliesbuildonlies.Youendup



losingyourselfinthem,andIdon'twantthathenceI

amtellingSmisoeverything.Becausetruthbetold

eveniftheanswerisstaringatyousometimesit's

notalwaysthesolutioneitheritcouldbreakor

make.Icouldchosetocontinuesayingnothingand

thatwouldbemysolution,butthatbasicallymeansI

can'ttellrightfromwrong.

Iaminthegardenseatingonthebenchwatching

BabachaseSiyaaround,She'scarefree,innocentand

protectedfromthisbigbadworld.Babacomesand

joinsstilllaughingloud,Myfatheristhebestbakithi

thefirstmanIfellinlovewith.Theonemanwhohas

neverletmedownorfailedme.hepicksupone

sunflower.

"ThisisforthemostprettiestyoungladyIhaveever

seen"hesaysgivingmetheonestem.ifonlyhe

knewhejustrippedthelifeoutofit.

"Babayoujustkilledit"heshakeshisheadwitha

smileplasteredonhisface.

"That'swhyflowersaremademysunshinetobe



pickedandforthemtobrightensomeone'sday.

Theyaremadetogrowandbepickedsothatthey

canmakewayforotherstoblossom,It'sabeautiful

cycleit'scallednature"hesaysmaintaininghissmile.

"Soyoudidn'tkillit,youjustmadewayforother

flowers"henodssoftlylaughing.

"Phiwodon'targuewithmeIknowyouwantto

questionme"Igaspcausinghimtolaughmore.

"Thisflowerhasserveditpurposeandthatis

makingyousmile,Iwouldpickalltheflowersinthe

worldjusttothissmile"hesayspullingmycheeks.

"Idon'teverwanttoseeyousadnotlikethepast

fewweeks,Mazwanepromisemethatwe'reheading

forbetterdays"hesayshisvoicetrailingoff,Ican

assurehimthatIamfeelingmuchbetterbutIcan't

promiseIwon'tbreakdownwhenitgetstoomuch.

"IpromiseBaba"hetightenshisholdonme,Iknow

hewon'tsayitbuthemisseshisZeewealldo.

"IloveyouMazwane"hesaysbreathingout.

"IloveyoutooMbusokaZiyanda"IsaygigglingIlike

teasinghim.



"Heywatchitthat'smywife"hesaystickling

"Andshe'smybeautifulmother"Isaylookingathim,

hisfacesoftensanexpressionofpainpasseshis

face.hemightnotsayitbuthemissesmamawell

wealldo.

.

ItsbeenalongdayandIaskedAphiwetouseher

flat,shewashesitantatfirstbutwhenImentioned

thatIwanttomeetupwithSmisoinamorefamiliar

placeforme,shecouldn'twaittogivemeherkeys

tallaboutsellingmeoff.Iamusingherapartment

justincaseIwanttorunorlockmyselfinthe

bathroom.

Ilookatmyselfinthemirroronemoretime,Iam

wearingablacklonghuggingdress,Ijustwanthim

tobecalmwhenheseesmeandbesidesIprepared

mymother'sfamoussampwithoxtail.

Aknockcomesthroughit'shimstandingtalllooking

allhandsomeonme.helooksatmefromheadto

toehehasthatsillygrinofhis.

"WamuhleMazwane"hesaystwirlingmearound.



"Thankyoupleasecomein"Iknowisoundformal

butheythingsmightheatupsoonnje.

Webothsithecan'tkeephiseyesonme,greatI

hopemylooksdistracthimfromwhatIamaboutto

say.

HepoursmewinebutIgoforthejuiceandhetakes

thebeer.

Idishupwhilehecracksjokesicabtstopblushing

thisZulumanisgood.Weeatwellheeatsandasks

forseconds.

"Manjeuzongiphaafterallthisisdone"heasks.Me

blushingturnsintoagigglewhosaysthat.

"Ngikupheni"Iasktakingasipatmyjuice.

"Iwouldsayikhekhebutthatsoundschildish

ngifunainkomo"hesayswinkingatme,Lordthis

manwasn'tsupposetomalemelaughthismuch.

There'ssomethingIhavetotellandshowyoubut

promiseyouwon'tgetupsetokay"Isaywitha

straightface,MamaalwaysmakesBabapromise

whenshithitthefan.



"Ipromisemuntuwam"Itakeoutmyphoneand

shoveitacrossthetableswallowinghard.

Hetakesitandhisbeautifulmanlylaughseizes,his

facechangesandtheenergyaroundsuddenlyfeels

heavyforme.

"Whatthehellisthis"heasksclenchinghisjaw.

"Yousaidyouwouldn'tgetupset"heshakeshis

headseething.

"Talknowwheredidyougetthis"heasksrubbing

hisforehead.

"Idon'tknowbutsomeonekeptsendingthemtome

overandoveragain"hestandsupandsmashesthe

phone.

"Andyoukeptquiethuhwhatiswrongwithyou

Phiwoufunaukufa"heshoutsbangingthetable.

"Iamsorry,Iwasafraidtotellyou"helaughs

mockingly.

"AfraidofmeisthatitPhiwo,doyouthinkIama

monsterthatIwouldhurtyou"heshoutsrightnow

heispissed.



"AtfirstyesbutnotanymoreSthandwa,Ieventold

NgqobhanethatIloveyouandonlyyouwhenhe

kissedme"Iputahandovermymouthafterblurting

thatout.

"Youdidwhat"heaskscamly.Movingclosertome.

"Ididn'tdoanythinghekissedmeoutoftheblue,I

pushedhimawayIreallydid"hebacksaway

stumblingtothefloor.

"Smisopleasetalktomengyaxolisa"helaughsso

loudIfeellikeanidiotrightnow.

"WhatIamsupposedtosayyoukissedhimandyou

werespendingtimewithhim"hesayssoundingso

defeated.

"Makhathiningyaxolisa"Imufflemycryusingmy

hand.

"YouhurtmePhiwoandthatboyfriendofyoursis

dead"hesaysstandingupandwalksaway.

"Smisoungambulaliitwasamistake"Ipleadrunning

afterhim,hegivesmeonedeadlylookthatsuggests

Istayaway.ifhewalksoutnowandkillsNgqobhane



thenheisdeclaringanunendingwar.

.....

Canweincreasethelikesoninsertsandmore

shares
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"Ican'thavekids"thosefoursimplebutheavywords

wereenoughtobringhimintoahalt.Hisanger

subsidedandhurtwasallIsaw.Iwantedtotellhim

whileseatingdownbutwhenIrealisedthingswere

messedup,Ineededtosaysomethingthat

overpowershisangerandwhatbetterthingthanto

tellyourmanyouwon'thavekidsanymore.

Heturnedandjoinedmeonthefloor,Ithankedmy

ancestorsfordoinggoodbymeforonceintheir

deadlives.

"Kanjani"that'sallhecouldsayastearssteamed



downhisface.Hemaycomeacrossastoughbut

trustmewhenIsayheisasoftie.

"Khayaranafewtestsandmywombisscarred"I

saidwailing,it'shardknowingIwon'tbeabletocarry

ababyinthenearfuture.

"Whydidn'tyoutellme"heaskedsounding

lost,confusedandhurt.

"BecauseIwasafraidyouwouldleaveme"Isaidstill

inhisarms.

"PhiwoIwouldneverdothatIlostyouonceIwon't

letthathappenagain"hesaidlookingintomyeyes.

"IfonlyItalkedsooner,reportedhimnonofthis

wouldhavehappened"AsIsaidthismymindraced

backtoeveryeventhewouldkickmelikeadog.

"Noit'snotyourfaultnowanditwasneveryourfault

backthen"hesaidwipingmytrainoftears.

"ButIallowedhimnowIcan'tgiveyou"Ijustcouldn't

carryon,Icriedinhisarms.

"It'sokayIamhereandIloveyoukidsornotno

pressure"hesaidholdingmetightallIheardwas"no



pressure"meaninghemightwanttheminthefuture.

"IloveyouSmiso"Isaiddiggingmyfingersonhis

skin.

"Iloveyoutoomabalekanengane"webothlaughed

stilltangledineachother'sarms.itmaybe

fate,chance,destinyorwhateverdevinepowerbutI

amgreatfulforthisstubbornman,whowasdown

withmewhenIwasdown.

Iwakeuptothesmelloflastnight'ssamp,Igetoff

ofthebedputonhisshirtandheadtothekitchen.I

wrapmyarmsaroundhimbittinghisbareback,yes

peopleIamabiter.

"Morningtoyoutoo"hesaysturning,Islidein

betweenhislegs.

"MorningSthandwa"hepullsmeforakiss.

"Siesman"helaughsnibblingonmyneck.

"AndIloveyou"hesayspullingaway.

"Iloveyoubabakhe"heraiseshiseyebrowsand

laughs.



"You'venevercalledmebabakhebeforengenzeni"

heasksmakingmeblush.

"Afterlastnightyoudeservetobecalled

babakhe,babakaNtokozoyami,babaziyamandall

theseothersexynames"helaughsshakinghishead.

"IreallydoloveyouMazwane,morethanyouknow"

hesayschangingtone,IknowhelovesmebutI

thinkIlovehimmore.Hepullsmeintohisarmsand

everythingfallsintoplace.

"Youknowthatwearemyforeverright"hesays

lookingintomyeyes,pouringhissoulintomine.

"AllIknowisyouareruiningmeforthenextperson"

Isaygaspingforair.Hislipsaretooclosetomine

delicatelytauntingme.

"Trustmetherewon'tbeanextperson,evenindeath

oursoulswillbebinded.Thesunwillsettheoceans

willscreamandoursoulswillfallinloveoverand

overagain.Ourlovewillbefree,evenindeathwhen

thesunsetswewillbecomeone"hesaysclashing

hislipswithmine.Idon'tknowwhybutIfelteach

wordevenindeathIwillbehisandhewillbe



mine.hiswordsreakofdeathbutstilltheytaste

devine.

"Idon'twantanyoneelse"hesmiles.

"That'sbecauseyou're'tamedbytheSmiso

charm.Mybloodrunsthroughyourveinsjustlike

yoursrunsinmine"hesaystakingmyhandputtingit

onhischest,hisscarisvisiblebutsexy.

"IloveyouNkosinathixulu"Isaytracingmyfingeron

hischest,thisrighthereisasightforsore

eyes.Especiallywhenyouarenotusedtowakingup

toman.

"Hayimuntuwam.Ifyouwon'tsaySmisothensay

babakaNtokozo"hesaysnodding,Menandtheir

egosbutIwouldn'thaveitanyotherway.

"Canwebenormalandnotargue,justloveand

respect,canweenjoybeinginlovetherightwayno

secretsandnostormingout"henodskissingmeI

knowwemightbothnotbeusedtosuchbut,Ineed

ustotryandlearnhowtocommunicate.

"Manjeinkonzoispartofbeingnormalright"heasks

runninghishandtomyvigina.



"Wellofcourse"Ican'thelpbutgiggleyouknow

thosebutterfliesyouget,whenyou'reinlove,whenthe

phoneringsandhisnameflashes,whenhecallsto

tellyouiamoutsideallthoseemotionsinoneare

whatIamfeeling.

"NgizokulobolaMazwane"hesaysspankingme,Iget

awayfromhisholdrunningtothebedroomsiyodlala

inkonzoManje.

.

ThingshavebeenstalkeramazingIknowitdoesn't

makesense,butSmisocallsallthetimetoask

tediousquestions.WhereIam,whoamIwithall

thosequestionskubuzwaKumina.

"Isthathim"Mamaaskslookingatmehuggingmy

phone.

"Yeshewasjustcheckinguponus"Isaylookingat

myphoneonemoretime.

"Babydon'tbedependentonhimtoomuchokay"

shesaystakingoffherglasses.



"ButMaweloveeachotherandhehasbeenthere

formethroughitall,Ican'timaginenotbeingwith

him"Isaysighing.

"Iamnotsayingdon'tlovehimokay,butlovehim

enoughnottoloseyourself"IshakemyheadMama

doesn'tunderstandnje."ListenallIamsayingislove

himenoughtobeabletomoveonmatterwhat

happens"shesaysgivingmeasmile

"MamadidBabZwaneeverhurtyou"shetiltsher

headanderuptsintothisloudlaugh.

"Intoniifheeverdid,youwouldn'tbealivenonofyou

wouldbehere.Imelamybabyyayaziimela"shesays

shakingherhead.

"HayiMayouwouldn'thau"Isaymatchingherlevel

ofcraziness.

"Tellhimtocheatandwatchmekillhimthenmyself"

Ilaughsoloudthisfeelsgoodseeingherbeautiful

smileandhearingherbeautifullaugh.

"ImissedyouyazMama"shepullsmeinforawarm

hug.



"IamsorryIwasn'tthereforyouwhenyouneeded

me"shesayshervoicetrailingoff.

"It'sokayMapleasedon'tcry,Idon'twanttoseeyou

upset"Myowntearsfall.Ican'tbearseeingher

hurting.

"WewereneversupposedtolieandIwassupposed

tobethereforyounotonlyyourfather,please

forgivememybaby"shesaysinbetweensobs.

"MaIforgavenowpleasestop"Isaypullingaway.

"Youdon'tunderstand.Iamyourmother"Icuther

offbeforeshegetsanotherattack.

"Mapleasedon'tdothis,IswearifyoudieonmeI

willneverforgiveyou"shelaughsthroughhertears.

"Hayidon'tbedramatic"shesaysbreathingout

heavingcalmingdown.

"IloveyouDabs"IsayimitatingAphiwe

"Thandwandimmybaby"shesayskissingme.

AfterbeingpamperedbymymotherIdecidetotake



Siyamthandatothepark.Ineedtospendtimewith

her.ItakeoneoftheSUV'sandheadout,someone

hasbeentailingandwhenItoldSmisoaboutithe

brushedmeoffsayingit'sformyowngood.

Wegettotheparkandtheplaceispeacefuland

quiet,werunaroundforawhileseeingmybabybear

laughisloveonitsown.itbringssomepeaceof

mind.

"MamaIwanttogoplay"shesayspointingatthe

swings.

"Notnowbabylet'sseatdownfirstmommywantsto

lookatyou"shegiggleswrappingherarmsaround

me.

"Iloveyounana"shelooksatmeblinkingherbig

blackeyes.

"IloveyouMommyandIloveDaddytoo"shesays

happily.

"DoyouwantustocallDaddy"shenodsclapping

herhands.ItakeoutmyphoneandcallSmiso.

"Babakhe"hesmilesohLordthismanisdoing



thingstome.

"Sthandwasa..."Siyamthandacutshimshortbefore

hefinishes.

"Baba"shepipesingigglingthischild.

"Heybabybearhowareyou"heasksthesmilehe

hasonhisface,theloveinhiseyes.

"Whereareyouguys"heasksbeforeSiyacan

answerhim.

"Weareattheparkrightmommy"shesaysshowing

himthebackround,yazIdon'tlikesmartkids.

"Okaydaddylovesyouokay"hesaysblowinghera

kiss.

"Iloveyoutoodaddy"Itakethephoneandcome

facetofacewithafrowningbigbaby.

"IknowIshouldhavesaidsomething,butsurelyone

ofyourgoonstoldyou"heforcesasmile.

"Surprisinglyno"Hesayscalmy,toavoidhim

blowingagasketIsaymygoodbyeandfocusonmy

baby.



Rightaftermyphonecalltheparkissuddenly

surroundedbybouncerswearingblackhey

nayimihlola,Ithoughtthisonlyhappenedin

movies.Anoldermanappearshelooksfamiliarand

handsomeIthinkIhaveseenhimbefore.IholdSiya

tightlikealionessprotectingitscub.

"Iwon'thurtyou"hesaysmovingcloser.Myhands

aredrippingwithsweatmyhearthasprobably

stoppedafewtimes.

"Whoareyou"Isaylookingaround.

"Someonewhowantedtoseeyouinperson

skhumbuzoSibeko"hesaysextendinghishand,Ifeel

mybodygocoldthiscan'tbethedayIdie.

"Stayawayfromus"Ihisslikeasnakeunderthreat.

"Iwouldneverhurtyounorthelittleone"Ialmostroll

myeyes,thismanmustbehighonsomethingstrong.

"YeahrightIknowwhatyoudidtokhosi"Isayunder

mybreath,hiseyesmaybesoftbutIdon'ttrusthim

andIcan'tfrightenSiya,butwhoamIkiddingshe's

alreadyshakingwithfear.



"AllIhaveeverdonewasprotecthim,thatwomen

wasasnaketyingtotakehimdownthatbastard

childwasn'tevenhis"heshouts,Iamtryingmybest

tostaycalmbutIcan't.IwanttogohomeIamalso

confusedbywhatheissaying.

"Whatyouhurthim,nowyouwanttohurtustoget

himinvolvedinyourshadydealings.Iswearifyou

touchmybabyIwillkillyou"heshakeshisheadand

triestouchingSiya.Imovebackgivinghimadeadly

stare.

"HowcanIhurtmyown,ifthere'sonethingyou

shouldknowMazwaneIwouldneverhurtmyown"

hesaysbackingoff,hewalksawaywithsomeofthe

menfollowinghim,onestaysbehindandhelpsme

up,whatjusthappenhowisSmisohisown.

.....
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Ihavebeenrackingmybraintryingtounderstand

whatthatoldmanwassaying,butnothingcomesto

mind.

Maybehemeanthisownbecausehetaughthim

everythinghekneworhecouldbeSmiso's,Ishake

offthatthoughtbeforeIgocrazytryingtofigureout

theimpossible.

WhatpuzzlesmeisthatIhaveseenthemanbefore,I

justcan'treallyputmymindtoit.

Smisofetchedusfromtheparkandcalledallonthe

bodyguardsincludinghisrighthandman,Ididn't

evenknowhehadone.

IthoughtIknewSmisoangrybuttodayIsaw

anothersidetohim,theinhumaneshownomercy

side.IwatchedashebarkedorderswithSiyainhis

armsandhisgunontheside.AtsomepointI

thoughthewasgoingtopullitout.

It'sjustthethreeofusonthishugebed.Siyais

sleepingpeacefullyaftersherefusedtoletgoofher

father.IsomehowfeellikeIhavefailedSiyamthanda



insomanyways,Ican'tstopthinkingifsomething

morehadhappenedwhatwasIgoingtodo.

Smisobrushesmyarm,Ilookupandheisstaring.

"SmisoIwantyoutodoeverythingisyourpowerto

protectourdaughter,becauseIfeellikeIkeepfailing

her"Heshakeshisheadgentlycaressingmyface.

"Whatdidhesay"heasksholdingmyhand.

"Nothingapparentlyhewantedtoseemeinperson"

henodspullingmeforhug.

"It'stimeIkillthatbastard"hesayscoldly.hiswords

aredeadlybutmaybenecessary.

"Howwelldoyouknowhim"Iasklookingathis

face,hiseyessparkleandforawhilethere'ssilence

betweenus.

"Ihatetheman,hekilledmychildPhiwo.Iknowhim

wellbecauseIdreamaboutputtingabulletinhis

skull,Idreamofmakinghimsufferandtaking

everythingthatbelongstohim"hesayslikeit's

nothing,likehehasnotadmittedtodreamingof

killinghimincoldblood.



"Whydoyoukill"Iaskstilllookingathisbeautiful

blackeyes.

"Becauseit'swhoIam"hesaysflashingasad

smile.thewayhesaysitthere'snoemotion

whatsoeverandhereIamstilllovinghim.

"WouldyoukillmeifIeverbetrayedyou"he

swallowshardandstaysquiet.Myheartsinks.

"Iknowyouwouldn'tbetrayme"hesaysbreaking

eyecontact.

IdecidetowalkawayandgostartlunchSince

Sthembiisnowheretobefound.IfindElihledown

wearingshortswhichSmisohates.

"Youknowyourbrothermightkillyouright"Isay

smilingElihlelikespushingtheboundaries,Sheruns

towardsmegivingmeahug.

"Hewon'tdoanythingaroundyou"shesayssticking

hertongueout.

"Youaregivingmetoomuchcredityaz"shelaughs

twerking,yeahthisrightherewillgetagoodhiding.



"Trustmebhutiisafraidofbeingthebigbad

monsterheisinfrontofyou"shesaysbattingher

eyes,ifonlysheknewthesideIknow.

"Comehelpmewithlunch,Ineedtocookforthat

man"shelaughsclappingherhands.

"Ialsohaveman"shesayswhilechoppingsome

peppers.IamnotshockedreallyElihleisoldenough

todate,butherbrothermightthinkotherwise.

"OkayIwasn'texpectingyoutosaythat,butbe

carefulwiththeseboysokay"shenodshappilyoh

younglove.

Shetellsmemoreaboutherboyfriendandhowthe

boyworshipsthegroundshewalkson.Themood

becomessourwhenSmisojoinsus,helooksatElihle

fromheadtotoeandclickshistongue.Thismanis

sodramatic.

"Gochange"hesayscamlylookingatmetoo.He

mustbejokingmydressisnotthatshort.

"Butbhutiit'snotthatshort"shesaysalreadyina

pleadingvoice



"Elihle"hesaysroaringallbecauseofashort.she

looksatmethenbackatherbrother.

"GocheckupSiyaandyoudon'thavetochangeif

youdon'twant"shewalksawaybeaming.

"Ifyouareangryforwhateverreasongoforadrive

orsmoke,don'ttakeoutyourfrustrationsonthe

child"Isaystandingbehindhimrestingmyheadon

hisback.

"She'snotachild,wherehaveyouseenachild

drinkingingudu"Ican'thelpbutlaugh.

"Thenstarttreatingherliketheyoungadultshe

is,stopshelteringherlikethis.Ithinkit'sbestwe

knowwhatsheisdoingratherthanhavehersneak

outandmakingworstmistakes,lookatmethefirst

chanceIgotIdrankandyouknowtherest"Heturns

andfacesme.

"Siyaisnotamistake,IamgratefulImetyouthat

night"hesayspullingmeforadeepkiss.

"NoshoutingSmisoyouwilldieyoung,sorathertake

outyourfrustrationsonme"Isaywiththebiggest

grin.



"Let'sgetridofElihleandSiya"hesayscuppingmy

arse.

"Andthenwhat"Iaskmovingmyhandstohis

crotch,hecloseshiseyesandsmiles.

"SizobhebhanatilldawnandIcaneatyouup

instead"hesaysbitingmylowerlip.

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckandindulgeonhis

lips,hepicksmeupandplacemeonthekitchen

counter.

Heundoeshisbeltandandgoesdownonmepulling

myundieswithhisteath.

"Smisodon'twhatifElihlewalksonus"hechuckles

anddipshistongueinandlicksme.

"YoutastegreatbutIneedyou"hesaysenteringme,

Igasphedoesn'tbreakeyecontactashemoves

insideme.hekissesmefirstbeforepoundingand

goingsohardmakingmegrab,screamandcallhis

nameinforeignlanguages,IswearIcallonGodand

cursethesametime.

"Hayiphelangizokuyeka"hesaysstillgoinginand



out,Iknowhedoesn'tmeanit.webothcum

tremblingandandcatchingourbreath.hepullsout

andIamdripping.

Thekitchensmellsofsexandburntfood.

"IloveyouPhiwokuhleZwane"hesayswipingmeup

usinghisshirt,helpingmedown

"IloveyoutooSmisokuhleNkosinathiXulu"Isay

kissinghimonelasttimebeforehepullsmeclose

intohischest.IamsureElihleistraumatised.

.

It'sbeenmonthsofblissandfindingmyselfagain

learningtolovesexandenjoyitwithouthaving

flashbacksfromwhathappenedtome.Blakesays

havingSmisoinmylifehassomethingtodowith

it,hesaidIshouldn'tbethisdependentonhim

though,becauseeverythingIdorevolvesaroundhim

andSiya,hesayspeoplewhohaveexperienced

traumabehavedifferently



Sometendtofindcomfortonthingsandwhilesome

focusonOthersthatwaytheydon'tthinkaboutwhat

happenedtothem,theyblockthingsouttheirminds

createasafetynetforthem.theyleanonstronger

peoplethanthembutcrashandburnwhentheir

supportsystemdisappears.

Buttruthbetoldthesetwopeoplegivemeareason

aliveandbehappy,sowhatifIdon'twanttothink

aboutSizweallthetime.IamhappyandIwouldlike

tokeepitthatway.

IwakeuptoSiyakissingmeandpokingmyeyesas

usual.

"OpenyoureyesMama"Shesaystryingtoopenthem

withherfingers.

"Hayimanngilele"Isaygrunting,don'teverwake

someonefromtheirsleepit'srudeandpainful.

"Mommypleaseopenyoureyes"shesaysplantinga

kissonmycheek,IopenthemandSmisoisstanding

behindherwithatray.Ismilemytwofavourite

peopleintheworldmademebreakfast.



"MorningMamakhe"hesaysgoingdownonhis

knee.Irubmyeyesjusttoseeclearly.Siyajoinshim

andthetrayhasablackslimvasewithsunflowersa

Pandorajewelleryboxandaplateofpancakes

toppedwithberriesandsyrup.

"PhiwokuhleMakaNtokozoyamiZwaneIknowIam

notasaintbutyoubringoutthebestinme,Idon't

seeafuturewithoutyouheckIdon'tknowhowtodo

this"hiseyesareglisteningashebiteshislowerlip

andlooksatSiya."WhatIamsayingisIloveyou

guyssomuch,willyoumarryme"hefinallysaysafter

Ihaveshedafewtears,thisisbeautifulIambeing

askedformyhandbythemostimportantpeoplein

mylife.

"YesMamamarryus"mybabysaysexcitedly,heis

notasaint,he'sakillerIwillforeverworryabouthim

butIlovehim.

"Phiwo"hesayssoftly.

"Yes..Yes..Iwillmarryyou"Theybothhelpmeputon

thering.

"Wearegettingmarried"IscreamclaspingSiyain



myarms,Ilookatmysoontobehusbandandsee

lifeonitsown.ImouthanIloveyoublowinghima

kiss.

"Iwanttherealthing"hesayswaitingforSiyatoget

somelove.Istandupandhugmyman.

"Xulu,Ggxabhashe,Donda,MakhathiniIloveyou"Isay

throwingmyselfinhisarms.

"Uthandwayimina"hesaylaughingsoftly.

Ilookatmyringagainit'sbeautiful,Ineedtocallmy

momandAphiwe.

Wehavedecidetostayinbedalldaylongand

celebratetheXuluway,Ican'tseemtogetenoughof

him.

"Youhavequiteandappetite"hesaysrollingover.

"That'sbecauseyoudomegood"Isaylickingmy

lips.

"YouarebeautifulMazwaneinsideandout"hesays

sighing.



"What'swrong"Iaskwithmyfingerspullinghis

beard.

"NothingSthandwaSamhowdoyoufeelabout

polygamy"heasksbreathingheavily,Isitupstraight

andlookhim.

"Ihateitwitheverythinginme,whysubjectthe

personyouclaimtolovetosuchheartache,Why

wouldyouwanttomakethepersonyouclaimto

lovedoubtthemselves.Whywouldyousubjectthat

persontosharingyou"Iamgettingemotionalallofa

sudden.

"Whyareyouaskingthis"Iaskblinkingmytears

away.

"It'snothingmyloveIjustwantedtohearyourviews

onthematter"hesayssmiling.

"UngangigiliSmisobecauseifyoudo,iswearyou

willneverseemeorSiyaeveragain"hefrownsabit

andsitsupstraight.

"Iloveyouandonlyyou"hesayssmilingican'thelp

butsmiletoo,Imeltunderthisman'scharmbutfor

hissakehebetternotbetestingmyabilitytokill.



....

Iamnotaskingformuchjustyourparticipationnje

kuphela.

Canweincreasethelikesoneachinsert,Idon'twant

toputatargetbutthelikesoninsertsshouldatleast

matchthepagelikes.

Happyweekend

[7/9,07:10]Lynne:#29

Sometimesthingsdon'treallyhavetomake

sense,butthatdoesn'tmeanoneshouldn'taskwhen

thingsseemblurryorwhenyouareindoubt.Iwas

taughttostandmygroundbefirmandneverbe

fazed,Iwastaughtnevertosettleforlessbutlet's

faceit,itsnotalwaysthatsimpleespeciallywhen

youareledbyyourheart.Iwastaughtnevertobethe

yessirwoman,Iwastaughttoaskandvoiceoutmy

opinions.Seetheproblemwithknowingwhatyou

wantasawomenandbeingoutspokenisthat



peoplefinditoffensiveandintimidatingmore

especiallymentheyhatethat.Phelabonatheywere

taughtthattheyaresupposedlysuperiorandthatwe

shouldbowdowntothem,nonsenseItellyou.My

motherusedtosayloveandrespectyourmanbut

neverbehisslave,neverbehissubordinatebuthis

equal.

Ihaveseenyoungwomenofallwalksbendover

backwardstopleasethemenintheirlives,lookat

meandmypastrelationship.Ijustdon'twanttobe

thatwomenthatturnsablindeyeandbemadea

fooloff.

Youmustbewonderingwhathassuddenlyboiled

mythoughts,Smisoandhislatenightgoings.

Hehasdoneitagaintonight,Iamstartingtothinkhe

ismagiciandoingabracadabrastuffonme.

Iwakeupandputonhisgownheadingtothe

kitchen,Ican'tevendrinkwinethetastegetsto

me.Thehousefeelscoldit'sagoodthingElihletook

Siyawithher.

Ifeeldrowsybutthestubbornmesaysasilali,Ihear



himwalkinafterawhileofcontemplatingifIshould

abortmissionandsleep.Iknowit'shimonlyhecan

walkinlikethisphelathishouseisafortress.

Iimmediatelyswitchthelightson,hedoesn'teven

lookfazed.Heisdressedinhisblacksuitandcoat

hemaynotbe007buthesuremakesthecut.

"Shouldn'tyoubeasleep"heaskstakingoffhiscoat.

"WherearecomingfromSmiso"Iaskcamlystill

seated,Hefrownslookingatme.

"Don'tgivemethatayibuzwaindodabull"he

chucklesmovingclosertome.

"GotosleepPhiwo"hesayssternly.

"Ithasn'tbeenthatlongsinceyouproposedbut

alreadyuyazola"Isaylookingatthemanwhoasked

metobehiswife.

"IamnotcheatingonyouMazwane"hesayslikethat

makesthingsokay.ifIcouldscreamathimIwould

butthere'snotangibleproofandbeside,Mamasaid

neverfightforaman.



Iwakeupearlyandstartbreakfast,Iplateupforhim

andstarteating.Waitingforhimtocomesdown,he

eventuallydoeswearingonlypants,Iamdroolingbut

justlikeyesterday,Ican'teventouchhim.Whatwas

hedoingyesterdaywhoheldhisbodywhileIwas

tossingandturning.

"Morning"hesayskissingmycheek.

"Smiso"that'sallImanagetosay.

"Phiwodon'tyoubelievemewhenIsayIamnot

cheatingonyou"heaskstryingtoholdme.

"Pleasedon'ttouchme"Isayshifting.heraiseshis

handsinsurrenderandmovesaway.

"Youfirstaskedmeaboutthiscrapoftakingmore

thanonewifeandlatelyyouhavebeenacting

strange,whatisgoingonNkosi"herubshisforehead

andwalksaway.

"Isthishowthingsaregoingtobe,youwalkingaway

whenyoucan'thandletheheat"hegraduallyturns

lookingatme.

"Canwetalkaboutthislaterplease"hesayssoftly.



"Promise"Iask,henodswithasmilewhateverhas

himbotheredcan'tbegood.

"Iloveyousthandwasam"hesayspeckingmylips.

.

IspendtherestofmydaywithMamaandAphiwe

whoinvitedmeforlunch.Mymindisawayit's

preoccupied.Mahasbeentalkingnonstopsincewe

gothere,my

Sourmoodisjustdampeningtheday.

"HayiDabs"that'sallIhearthenlaughtererupts.

"WhatdoyouthinkaboutPolygamy"Iaskoutofthe

blue,Mamaalmostchokes.

"Polywhat"Sheaskviolentlycoughing.

"IsthembuMa"Aphiweraiseshereyebrows.

"It'satooltostripyouoffyourpowerandinslave

youallinthenameoflove,Menusethattobenefit

themselvestohavetheircakeandeatit

too.whateverhappensdon'teveragreetoshare"she

sayssternlydrinkingherwater.



"It'sSmisoright"Aphiweaskstiltingherhead..

"Hewantedmyopiniononthematterbutlatelyhe

hasbeenactingstrangeMa"Isaywithtears

threateningtocomeout,

OutofallthethingsIamafraidofbeingmadeafool

isoneofthem.

"Strangehow"sheasksherfacialexpressiondoing

theworks.

"Hecomeshomelate,barelyeatsdoesn'ttalktome.I

don'tknowwhattodoanymore"Mamwipesmy

tears.

"Comehomemybaby"shesaysholdingmyhand.

"Phiwowhatdoesyourheartsay"Aphiweasks

facingme.

"Itrusthim,myloveforhimisstrongerthananything

Iknow"MamashakesherheadseewhatImeant

abouttheheart,itcanleadyouastray.

"PhiwokuhleZwanedon'tbethatwomen"Mama

saysstillholdingmyhand,hereIhavetwopeople

onesayingfollowyourheart,whileanothersayswalk



awayItaughttoyoubetterthanthis.

Imightbeblowingthingsoutofproportionand

besideIamstillholdingontohispromise.

MyphoneringsandVusi'snameflashesonthe

screen.Iignorethecallbutheispersistent.thatI

eventuallypickitupSmiso'srighthandmanhas

nevercalledmebeforeheforbadethat,nocontact

withhismen.

"Nkosi'sbeenshotpleasecomehome"hesays

causingeverymuscleinmybodytogonumb,Iknew

thiswascoming,Iknewthiswouldhappen.

.....

[7/9,07:10]Lynne:#30

Ihaven'tsaidanythingsincewelefttherestaurant

that'sbeacauseidon'tknowwhattosay.Idon'teven

knowhowtodigestthenews.Aphiweofferedto



drivemehomeAsmuchasIwaslividanddistant

thismorning,Iknewsomethingwasn'trightbutnot

thisnothimbeingshot.butwhoamIkiddingIsaid

yestoaformermercenarythiswasboundtohappen

anytime.

Aphiwekeepsglancingmywayprobablytryingto

figuremeout.Isn'titIcrackunderpressure,Iamtoo

fragiletohandlesuchstuffsotheysay.

"He'sgoingtobeokay"shesaysfocusedonthe

roadahead.

"Youdon'tknowthat"IsaymyvoicebreakingbutI

don'tallowthetearstofall.

"Heisafighterandhewouldn'tleaveyou"shesays

causingmetolaugh,deathknowsnoboundariesit

hasnofriendsandlikeathiefitcomesunexpectedly.

"Youdon'tunderstand,youhaven'tlostanything

AphiwebutIhaveandifIlosehimthenthat'sit"she

shakesherheadvigorously,Idon'tknowwhy

becauseSmisoismypillarofstrengthmywelloflife.

"Don'tsaythatyouhaveSiyaandus"shesaystrying

toreasonwithme,Iautomaticallysmileatthe



mentionofSiyamthanda'snamebutIwouldn't

subjectmybabytothepainofhavingabroken

parent.

"Youofallpeopleknowthatheismyheart,Ihave

neverseenhalfaheartbeat"hereyeswidenImay

notbemakingsensetoherbutthat'showIfeel,I

evencringeatthethoughtoflosinghim.

"Phiwoevenhalfaheartcanbemouldedand

nurturedtoloveagaingiventhechance"Shesays

hereyesglistening.

Ifshewasn'tdrivingIwouldgiveheratighthug,she

isoneofthoseleanonmeIamstrongpeople,but

eventhestrongestofpeopleneedtobeaskedhow

theyare.

Wefinallyreachthehouseandtherearenopolice

normedicsinsight,Iamliterallyholdingmybreath

whatifit'stoolate.

Vusicomesoutsidetomeetus,Ican'tevenbring

myselftolookathimwithfearofmeetinghis

eyes,thereissomethingabouttheeyestheytella

story.thewindowstoone'ssoul.



"He'supstairssleeping"Vusisayscalmlynoemotion

whatsoever.

"YougoIwillstaybehind"Aphiwesayslettinggoof

myhand,Iwalkwithmyheartbeatinglouderthana

drumandmypalmssweating.

Iopenthedoorandfindhimlayingfaceupwithhis

shouldersupportedbyapillow.Tearsstingmyeyes

asIwatchcloselyhischestrisingupanddown.

Imovecloserandsnuggleagainsthim,tearspour

profuselyreliefwashingoverme.

"IamsorryMzwane"hesaysbringinghisfreearm

overme.Itrytalkingbutchokeonmytears.Iwantto

tellhimIlovehimthatIdon'twanttolosehimbut

myvoicefailsme.Iwanttofighthimoffandscold

himlikeachildbutIcan't.

"Musaukukhala"hesayshushingmedown.

"Smisowhathappened"IaskwipingmytearsIama

mess.

"Nothing"hesaysbreathingheavily.Idon'thavethe

energytoasktedious,fruitlessquestionsifhewon't



answermethenfine.

Iclingontohimfordearlife,Ihatehimforputting

throughthisbutIlovehimmorefornotdyingonme.

It'sbeentwodaysandthetensionbetweenusisso

thickandtoxic.Ican'tstandhimonemomentIwant

tochophisheadoffandthenextIwanttomake

lovetohim.heissuchatoenailofSatanbecausehe

isenjoyingeverymomentofthis.

Myscrumptiousgreasybreakfastisdisturbedby

Vusiwalkinginlikeheownstheplaces.hehas

beautifulbigsunflowers.

"Theseareforyou"hesaysplacingthemonthe

kitchencounter.

"Thankyou"Isaygushingovertheflowers.

"Makhathiniboughtthem"hesaysbutthatgoesin

oneearandcomesoutthenextear.

"Pleasesitthere'smorethanenoughfood"he

hasitatesbutjoinsme.Ilookathimproperlythis

manishandsomewithhisthickbrowsandsmall



eyes.

"Thankyou"hesaysdigginginfreely.

"Vusidoyouhaveagirlfriend"Iaskwithasmile

plasteredonmyface.

"Ungenephilapho"Smiso'svoicesaysstartlingme.

"Thankyouforthefood"Vusisaysstandingupand

walkingaway.

"Uyabonawenzeni"Isayonthevergeoftears.he

looksdumbfounded.

"WhywouldyouaskVusiabouthispersonallife"he

asksfrowning.

"BecauseIcarenowmoveoutofmyway"Isay

pushinghimaside.

"Phiwowhat'siswrongwithyou"heasksfollowing

me.

"Nywatswrongnywatswrongthat'sallyouknow

stayawayfromme"Isayshuttingthedooronhis

face.

.



IhavebeenwalkingoneggshellseversinceIgot

shot,ThereisnothingIhaven'tdoneinthenameof

apologisingtoherbutsheisnothavingit.

SheisforevercryingIamstartingtothinkthingsare

gettingtoomuchforher.

Iknowmebeingshothasplayedahugerole,which

iswhyIcan'tbringmyselftotellherthetruth.

Ican'tbreakherheartlikethat,howdoItellherthatI

amsupposedtomarrykhosi'ssisterthatInever

stoppedbeingahiredgun,andallthesenightsI

havebeentakingliveslikeIamGod.

GodknowsItriedtoomanytimestotellherbutIjust

couldn't,She'smywholelifewrappedinone.

IamstaringatherpagingthroughtheCosmopolitan

magazinewithherlegsrestingonthecouch.Sheis

beautifulherIcan'tgetenoughofher.

"Sthandwasami"shelooksupreadytoeatmealive.

"BabakaNtokozo"shesaysraisinghereyebrows,I

swallowhardthismightbackfire.



"Iloveyou"Isayhonestly,hereyessoftenandshe

smiles.

"Iloveyoutoo"shesayspoutingherlips,Ileancloser

andpeckthem.

"Promiseyouwon'tleavemenomatterwhat"Isay

crouchingnexttoher.

"Ican'tmakeapromisebecausepromisearemeant

tobebroken"shesayssmilingmanthiswomenis

beautiful.

"Thentellmeyouwon'tleaveme"sheshakesher

head.

"IfyourlovehurtsIwanttobeabletowalkaway,if

yourlovebetraysmethenIwanttobeabletorun

andneverlookbackbutifyourlovestaystruethenI

wouldneverleaveyou"shesayspullingmecloser

forakiss.

"Idon'tdeserveyouMazwane"Isayshakingmy

head.

"WenzeniSmiso"sheaskstakingmyhandsintohers.



.......

HopeyouallhadawonderfulWednesday

Thankyouforyourparticipationitismuch

appreciated.hopethestoryisstilldoingyougood

[7/9,07:10]Lynne:#31

Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithmeIhaven'tbeen

feelingwellthesepastfewdays,whichisstrangemy

moodschangelikearollercoaster,AndIhavelong

givenupontryingtogetanswersoutofSmiso,Ijust

toldmyselfifhecan'ttrustmeenoughtosharehis

secretsthenmaybewhatwearebuildingisnotthat

important,maybemyloveandsupportisnotenough

forhimtoletmein.

Latelyallhedoesisjustlookatme,wellthat'sme

puttingitlightlyhestaresandwhenIaskwhy,hejust

brushesmeofftellingheisadmiringmybeautiful.I

won'tlieIamstartingtothinkwhatBlakesaid

togetherwithmymomistrueandthatscaresthe



shitoutofme.

Idon'twanttobeoneofthosewomenthatdrownin

painandperishbecausetheycouldn'thandlelosing

someone,don'tgetmewrongIamnotsayingIwant

todiebutdeathseemstobeafarmorebetter

optionthantowatchthepersonyoulovewalk

away.Indeathyouwon'tfeelpain,youwon'tloseyour

mindnorwillyouhavewhatifs,itissaidthatone

doesn'tfeelanythingwhendeadevenmaggotsget

toeatawayatyourfleshandyoufeelnothing

becauseyoursoulhasdetachedfrombody.Ibelieve

thateventheloveyouoncefeltperishesandmaybe

that'swhatIwanttofeelrightthismoment,nothing

yeswanttofeelnothingforthisman.

Iwalkouttheshowerandfindhimontheedgeof

thebed,heisplayingEwenibySjavathishas

becomemydailybreadandIamstartingtogetused

toit,ifit'snotSjavathenit'sMaskandi.

Hedoesn'tevenliftuphisheadyoucantellheisin

deepthought,IwonderifIampartofhisthoughtsdo



Igatecrashorbombardhismindheavilythathehas

nochoicebuttothinkofmeandonlyme.

Idropthetowelfreelylotioningmybody,Iwearmy

shortblackdressandmyfavouriteblackandwhite

Nikesneakers.Itiemyafroupanddomymake-up.

"IamgoingoutforlunchseewhenIgetback"he

looksupandhiseyesarebloodshotred

"Noba"heasksstillinthatposition.

"NgishilonjeIamgoingouttolunch"hegrabsmeby

myhandpullingmetohim.

"Manqobaistakingmeouttolunchdoyouhavea

problemwiththat"helooksdefeatedbymyanswer

andlet'sgoofmyhand.

"Iloveyou"hesayskissingmyhand.

"Iloveyoutoo"henods,nomatterhowangryIamI

lovehimandIcouldneversayotherwise.

IdriveallthewaytoDaveytonpassingbythose

womenwhosellonthesideoftheroad,Igetmyself

umhlabathi(soil)mymouthwatersbeforeIeven



takeabite.Iputitinmybagandcontinuewithmy

drive.

IgettoPule'schesanyamaandfindManqoba

alreadydrinkingandthere'sfoodonthetable.

"Heybhuti"hegivesmeonetighthugandspinsme

around.

"Heysunshine"hesayspullingaway.Webothsitand

Iimmediatelystartdiggingin,Istartrealisingthese

sounds.

"AreyouhavingfoodorgasmsiesPhiwo"hesays

pullingtheplate,Ican'tbelieveIhavebeenmissing

outthemeattastesamazing.

"Whatitreallytastesgood"helaughsshakinghis

head.

"AreyouokaymybabykaMa"heaskswipinghis

hands.Mybrotherhasalwaysknownwhen

somethingisbuggingme.

"Idon'tknowBhutiIreallydon'tknow"hemoves

wherewhereissittingandcomesovertomyside.

"What'swrongtalktome"hesayscuppingmyface.



"Smisobhutihe'shidingsomethingfromme"he

raiseshiseyebrowsbuthedoesn'tlooksuprised.

"Phiwoyouwillnotcryorstressoveramanokay,you

havebeenthroughenoughalready"hesayssternly.

"WhatIfhewantstoleavemebutheisafraidtotell

me,whatifhemadeamistakebyproposingme"he

shakeshishead.

"Youwon'tbethefirstonetobeleftbyaman

Phiwo,Mamaukukhuzilengalododiwakhoofusing

Makhathiniasacrutchnowlookwhatitsdoingto

you"hesaysnotmincinghiswords.

"ButbhutiIlovehimnje"Isayinmydefence.

"Yahmthandebutubuyenganeno,there'smoretolife

thanhim,trustmewhenIsayevenifheleavesyou

tomorrowyouwillstillwakeuphurtingbutyouwon't

die.IhaveseenwhatSizwedidtoyouandIdon't

wantyoutofightalosingbattlebystayingwith

someonewhonolongervaluesyou.ifithappensI

don'twantyoutofightitandrememberwewill

alwaysbehereforyou.IwoulddealwithhimbutI

respecthimtoomuchtomindmyownbusiness.I



loveyounganekababa"hesayswipingmytears,I

neededtohearthat.

"Iloveyoutoobhutwami"hepullsmycheeks

smiling,Itakeoutmystashandtakeafewbite

beforehesnatchesitoffmyhands.

"Hayihayinotonmywatch"hesaysstompingonit,I

feelmyheartbreakinpieces.TearsfallIdon'tknow

wheretheycomefrombutheytharwasquicker,he

looksshockedandpullsmecloser.

"AskieshauIwillbuyyouatruckloadofthatpoison

thulake"hesayshushingmedown.

"Iwantitnow"Isayprotestinglikeachild.

"Shuuungifakelaamehloabantu"hesaysstiflinghis

laugh.

"Ngizomtshelaubaba"hepullsawaygentlypushing

meoffandlaughssoloud,Iknowthatsounded

childishbuthe'stheonewhostartedhau.

.



Elokufaalibikimymotheralwaysusesthatphrase

anditnevergetstired.ItriedcallingPhiwososhe

couldgethomequicklybutsheisnotansweringher

bloodyphone,IhadherfollowedIknowshewaswith

herbigbrother.

Khosi'sfamilyshowedupannouncedandthat

pissedmeoff,IcanhandlebusinessIknowmyway

throughnegotiations,Icantakeonanymantoeto

toeandcomeoutontop.ButIcan'thandlemylove

lifethingsgetcomplicatedwhenitcomestolove

andIamclueless.IlovePhiwokuhleandIhatethe

factthatmyfatherwantsmetomarryKhosi'ssister.

WeareallintheloungeCebileisinbetweenher

motherandaunt,myparentsarealsohereIcan't

believefateisplayingmelikethis.

"BabapleaseputastoptothisngyacelaGxabhashe

omuhle"mymotherpleads.

"It'soutofmyhandsyouknowSmisowassupposed

totakeherwhenKhosidied"myfathersays,heis

reallynotamanofmanywordswhenKhosidiedher

familydecidedtogiveCebiletoourfamilysoshe



couldtakehersister'splaceandbearmeson's,I

neveragreedtothatbecauseIhadalwaysknown

thatmyheartbelongedtoanotherwomen.Herfamily

hasalwaysbeenmoneydrivenandIsuspectthat's

stillthecasenow.

Phiwowalkswithafewplasticbagsonhand,her

lookshappybuthersmilefadeswhenshesees

everyone.

"Ohsanibonabantuabadala"shesaysrespectfully

castinghereyesdown.

"Whoareyou"Cebileasks,Ilookatherandsheshuts

herbigmouth.

"Hellomybaby"Masaysstandinguptogivehera

hug.

"Smisowhat'sgoingon"sheasksinapanic.Istand

upmovingclosertoherandmymother.

"ItriedcallingyoubutIcouldn'tgetaho..."shecuts

meshort.

"WhoarethesepeopleMakhathini"sheaskslooking

atthesewomen.



"Yeythisismysoninlawandthisishiswife"Khosi's

mymothersayswithasmirkonherface.

"Ini"sheasksblinking.

"SthandwaIcanexplain"Isaytryingtoholdher.

"Don'ttouchme"shesaysslappingme,upon

realisingwhatshejustdidshecovershermouth

usingthesamehand.

"Phiwopleasecalmdown"Masaysholdingher.

"Youcan'tjusthitmyhusbandwena"Cebilesays

alreadyonherfeet.

"Howcouldyoudothistomehuh,howcouldyou

babakaNtokozo,Ngiphendule"sheshoutstears

fallingwhileCebileandhermotherfinditamusing.I

askthemtoexcuseusbutmymotherrefusestogo.

"Iwasgoingtotellyou,IpromisebutIjustcouldn't

findtherighttime"shekeepspushingmeaway

almoststumbling.

"Whydidyouproposewhydidyouletmeloveyou

knowingsomeonewaspromisedtoyouhuh"she

askswhilehittingmychest,Iholdherhandsbutshe



roughlypullsaway.

"Mazwanecalmdownplease"sheshakesherhead

sobbingandtakesoffherring.

"Mazwanedon'tdothistome,Matalktoher"Isay

throughgrittedTeath.

"YoudidthisyourlovebetrayedmeMakhathini"she

saysholdingontomymothercryingpainfully,Iknew

shewouldhurtbutnotthismuch.

Shewalksawaywithmymother'shelpmyown

motherhelpingtheloveofmylifewalkawayfrom

me.

"IloveyouPhiwo"Isayrepeatedlyandnothingshe

saysnothing.

"Ma"Icallout.

"IlovemtanamisomuchbutIalsolove

Phiwokuhle,youdidthistohershe'sbreakingandit's

allonyou"shesayseachwordslicingme.

......



Participationiskeybakwethu.

Like,commentandshareit'snotthathard

[7/9,07:11]Lynne:#32(Bonus)

Iwatchedhertakeoffherringandleave,Iwatched

thewomenIwanttospendtherestofmylifeleave

me.Ifitwasn'tformyfatherIwouldhavekickedout

thesewomenfasterthanastrikinglighting.

ImadeamistakeIknowIshouldhavekeptmy

distancefromCebile,butIdidn'tandhermotherhas

beenshovingherdownmythroat.Iamacultural

manandIbelievethatifyouhavewrongedafamily

thenyoudorightbythem,butIcan'thurtPhiwothis

madnesshastoend.

Babajoinsmeinthepatio,helooksworriedwellso

amI.Phiwo'sfatherwon'twantanythingtodowith

uswhenhelearnsofmyinfidelityandhermother

probablyhatesmerightnow.

"Babapleaseforgiveme"hepullsmeinforahug



somethingheneverdoes.

"It'snotyourfault,yourmotherlovesPhiwolikeher

owndaughterandshewilldoanythingtoprotect

her"myeyeswidenwhatisbabatryingtosay.

"EvenfrommeherownSon"Iaskfrowning.

"YouarethecauseofherPainNkosinathi,youslept

withthatCebilegirltookhervirginityandnowyou

havetomanup,couldn'tyoukeepitinyourpants"he

asksalmostangrily,Imoveawayfromhimhemight

justpunchmelikehedidwhenItoldhimabout

Cebile.

"Babathatwasamistake,shenevertoldmeshe

hadn'tbeentouched"helooksandstaresmaking

meswallowhard.

"NkosinathiIamwarningyoufixthisyangizwafix

this"hesayssternlythenwalksbackinsidethe

house.

ItakeoutmyphoneandcallManqobaheistheonly

onewhounderstandsmysituation,Imeantheguy



alwayshaswomenissues.

"Bafo"

"EyBafothingsarereallybad"Isaybreathingheavily.

"IknowIwaswithheryesterdayandshecamehome

lookinglikeazombie"hesaysontheotherend.

"Wasshecrying"

"Noshelookedmorebrokethanhurt"hesays

sighing.

"BafoItriedpayingheroffbuttheyaredeadseton

memarryingher"Isaysupressingmyanger.

"ThendealwiththemtheDondawaysurelythatwill

scarethem"IlaughathowheputsitbutIhave

enoughbloodonmyhands.

"Don'tworryBafoIwillfixthis"

"Ifyoudon'tyouwilllosePhiwoforever,whatever

sinkingwholeshe'ssinkingintoshewon'tcome

backanytimesoon"hesays,histoneiswarning.

IfeltsorryforKhosi'sfamilyatfirstthatIwaseven

willingtotakeCebiledespitethefactthatIdon'tlove



her,IsaidtomyselfIruinedherit'sonlyfairIdoas

perherfamilywants.Butnowtheyaregettingtoobig

fortheirboots.ascoldasitsoundspromisesare

meanttobebrokenandtheyhavetoswallowthe

bittertruth.

.

Isomehowdidthistomyself,infactIamtheone

whohurtme,inwayIplayedaroleinthiswhole

situation.IlovedtohardthatIforgotthatlovecan

betraitorous.

Betrayalissweetandtenderwhenservedbythe

handsthatholdyou,Itissweetwhenservedbythe

lipsthatkissawaythepain,butitisdeadlywhen

servedbytheheartthatclaimstoloveyou.

Icriedallnightinmymother'sarmseventhoughI

didn'twanther,IjustneededmyfatherIwantedhim

totellmehewouldfixeverything.

Smiso'smothertoldmeeverything,andthefactthat

herSonkeptquietreallyhurtsImeanheowedme

thatmuchthetruth.

Mamawalksinwithatrayoffood,thesmellmakes



mesick,IfeeltheurgetothrowupIdon'tevenmake

ittothebathroomIspilleverythingonthe

floor.Mamabrushmybackandhelpsmeremoving

mypyjamatop.

"Iwillgetyousomewater"shesayswalkingoutI

reallyfeelsick,shecomesbackgivingmewatershe

cleansmymess.

"Whenlastdidyouseeyourperiod"sheaskssettling

nexttome.

"Idon'tknowIwassupposedgobut"shenodsher

headslowly.

"IthinkyouarepregnantPhiwoinfactIknowyouare

pregnant"shesayswithasmileIcan'tbelieveshe's

smiling.

"Noyouaremistaken,Ican'tbepregnantit'snotfair"

IsaywhisperingIcan'tbepregnant.

"There'sonewaytofindoutke"shesayswalking

out,shecomesbackwithtwopregnancytestboxes.

Ipeeoneachoneholdingmybreath.Everythingis

justspiningoutofcontrol,Wewaitanxiouslyapart



ofmedoesn'twanttobepregnant.

Mamastandsuptocheckthetestsandbothshow

positive.

"Ohmybabyndizakubangumakhulu"shesays

claspingmeintoherarms.Ipushheraway.

"NoMathereisnochildthatthingofyoursiswrong"

Isayfightingtearsshelooksshocked,Irefuseto

believeIamcarryingachildthatmightnotmakeit.I

can'tgothroughanotherlossIjustcan't.

.....

SeeyouonMondaywithbetterlikesoneachinsert.
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Ihavebeenpostponingtheissueregardingmy

supposedpregnancy.Ialsohavebeenavoiding

hurricaneZee,thatwomanisonamissiontoprove

thatIampregnant,asifshedoesn'tunderstandmy



predicamentandfears.Smiso'sMotherhasbeen

understandingthroughoutthiswholeodeal,andmy

firstloveBabZwaneheistheonlypersonIcan

handlehavinginmypreciousspace,Mamasaysthe

babyismakingmeloveBabamorethanherwhichis

notfairinherbooks.Asifanythingisfairinthislife

thing,Iwashappynotsolongagobutlookatme

nowImightbepregnantagainohandoutof

wedlock.

MybedroomdooropensandMamawalksin,She's

dressedinhercreamwhitedresslookingbeautifula

truequeen.

"AreyougoingsomewhereMa"shesmilessettling

nexttome.

"Wearegoingtothedoctor"shesayswithaserious

tone,thiswomanisfullofdramasoearlyinthe

morning.

"Ican'tIhaveasessionwithBlake"myvoicecoming

outdefensive,Ineedtooffloadandwellthat'swhat

Blakegetspaidfortolisten.

"Iwasn'taskingyouPhiwo"hervoicenowsounds



sternly.Ipickmyselfupandstartgettingready,Iwear

mytracksuitsandtiemyhairup.Mamaisjust

focusedonmethathereyeshaven'tevenblinked.

"HaveyoutoldDad"shetiltsherheadandlaughs

softy.

"Hayimtanami,youwilltellyourfatheronceyouare

readykaloku"herwordsaren'tharshbutIsulk

anyway.

"MamaIdon'twanttobepregnant"Isay

truthfully,shepullsmeintoherarmsandallowsme

tostaythere.

"Ndikhonanjemna,Iwon'tleaveyou"shesays

pullingawayherfaceisriddledwithasadsmile.

"IloveyouMa"shenodsstillwearingthatsadsmile,I

knowthingsaregoingtobehardbutIhaveher.

"Iloveyoutooandremembernothingmaybe

constantinthisworld,butmyloveisandwillalways

be"shekissesmepullingmycheeks.

Thedrivetothehospitalisquiet,Mamacalled



Smiso'smothertomeetusthere.IthinkIwantto

dealwithKhaya,Isomehowbelieveafamiliarface

mighteasethingsupforme.Wefinallyreachthe

hospitalandthethetwoladiesareoverlyexcited,I

don'tblamethemthoughababyisagift,itthings

lightintothedarkestoflivesandbringswarmthinto

thecoldestofhomes.

That'swhatmymotherishopingfor,thatthisbaby

willbringlightintomylife.

IhavebeenbitingmylipswaitingforKhayato

confirmmyfate,tearsarealreadyonthevergeof

comingoutthat'showhardthisisforme.Shewalks

inlookinghandsomeaseverorisitbeautiful,Pointis

KhayalooksdeliciousIhavethisimageofher

kissingthedaylightsoffme.Imusthavebeen

staringbecausesheclearsherthroatandMama

brushesmearm.

"Andwhatdotheysay"Sheforcesasmileandlooks

atthetwowomennexttome.

"Khayaathiniamaresults"Iaskinapanic,shecan't



juststandthereandsaynothing.

"Youaresixweekspregnant"shesayshereyesare

sparkling,tearstricklefrommyfacewhenreality

kicksinIamreallypregnantwithababy.

"ButyousaidIwouldn'thavebabiesanymore"my

voiceisinaudible.

"GodworksinmysteriouswaysPhiwo"Masaysand

Ialmostwanttosnap,butholdmyselfIcan'trunmy

mouthinfrontofSmiso'sMother.

"It'sstillthesamethingyoucan'tcarryachildfull

term,becauseoftheintensityofyourwombscarring

there'safiftypercentchancethebabywon'tmakeit

pastitpastthistrimester"thesewordsshattermy

heart,Ican'tbelieveGodjustplayedthistrickonme

whodoesthat.

"Youcanabortifyouwantit'syourdecision"Ihear

gaspcomingfromthetwoladies,butKhayaisa

doctorsuchthingsareexpectedtocomeouther

mouth."thinkyoushouldalsoconsiderthefifty

percentchanceofsurvival,whatImeanisthinkthis

through,processthenewsfirstthendecide"shesays



holdingmyhand.

Ican'tevenscreamIdon'twanttolookweak,SoIdo

whatIknowbestwearmybiggirlpanties.

"Canweheartheheartbeat"Smiso'smompleads,I

nodatleastletmegrantthemthisbeforeIdecide.

Thiswomanisholdingmyhandtightlywithtearsin

hereyes,MaisprayingtothesameGodthatcan't

givemeabreak.ThemoodisjustsombreandIam

numbcompletelyemotionlessmymindhasdrifted

sofar,Ihearmymamagivethanksandkissmy

forehead.

"It'sastrongone"Khayasays,Iblinkafewtimesand

themostbeautifulsoundhitsme.Everything

disappearsandthat'sallIhearmybaby'sheartbeat.

Irushedoutofthathospitalnotknowingwhereto

turntoo,IendedupinBlake'sofficecryingmyeyes

out,IwasasobbingmesswhenIburstintohisoffice.

"Areyoureadytotalknow"heasks,afterIhave

gulpeddownhalfaglassofwater.



"BlakeIampregnant"hefrownsprobablybecause

ofthewayIlook.

"That'sisgreatnews,youshouldbehappy"hesays

withahugesmile.

"NotifIamgoingtolosemybaby"Ishakemyhead

sohard.

"Whydon'tyouallowyourselftowalkthroughthis

journeywithhope,givethebabyafightingchance"

hesayspositivelywellthat'shisjobtobepositive

andcriticisecautiously.

"IhadtwobabiesinmeandIlostthemwithout

knowing,IlostthemnotbecauseIdidn'twantthem

Sizwerobbedmeofthem.Andnowhe'srobbingme

againdoyougetthat,Ican'tfeelthatpainagainIjust

can'tIshouldn'thavestayedwithhim.Ikilledmy

babiesjustasmuchashedid"Sobsripplethrough

me,Blakestandsupandpullsmeintohisarms.

"Phiwothefirststepisforgivingyourselfforstaying

inthatabusiverelationship.ForgiveSizweforwhat

hediddon'tallowyourangerandfeartorobyouof

suchanamazingexperience"hesayssounding



moreemphatic.

"Tellmewhattodo"Ipullawaylookingintohiseyes

foranswers.

"Ican'ttellyouwhattodo,butthere'sonethingyou

shouldn'tallow,feartocrippleyouandangerto

controlyou.Phiwoyouhavecometoofartoo

succumbnow"hesaysblinkinghistearsaway,Ihave

comealongwaywiththisman.

"Iwillseeyouonournextappointmentascheduled

one"hegivesmemeasmilebutstillIhavethatvoid

insideme.HeofferstodrivemehomebutIaskhim

todropmeoffatthenearestcoffeeshop.

Itrainingcatsanddogsbythetimewegetthere,I

usedtobelievethatrainwashesawayoursinsand

bringsblessings,butthenagainthatwastheold

me.Noamountofraincanturntearsintojoy,norcan

itwashawayguilt.

Thesmellofcoffeebeanskeepsmecalm.Ihavethe

biggestsliceofchocolatecakeinfrontofme,and

stillthepleasureofitsmoistdoesn'tmakemefeel

whole.



"Pennyforyourthoughts"Ilookupandtheparkman

isstandingbeforeme,mydaykeepsgettingbetter

andbetter.

"Isitmyd-day"Iasklaughing,youknowwhenyou're

hurtinganythinghappens.

"What'swrongMazwane"hesoundssincereandhis

eyesholdsomuchwarmth.

"Whydocaresomuch"hesmiles,youknowwhat

theysayaboutblacknotcracking.

"TellmewhatyouwantandIwillmakeithappen"he

saysinamorechillingtone.

"Nomoneyintheworldcanfixthis"mylipstremble

togetherwithmyhands,Ialmostdropthecoffee

muginmyhand.

MrSibekoholdsmyhandtakingthecupandputting

itdown.Ilookatthismanwhohasopenedhisarms

andallowedmetocryonhischestruininghis

perfectsuit.IwanttotellhimtoeliminateCebilefor

goodjustlikehedidwithKhosi.Butthatwouldbe

viciousofme,Ican'tblameherforwanting

MakhathinibutIblamehimforhurtingme.



IpullawaynotbecauseIwantto,butbecauseofthe

suddenaurachangeintheroom.Myeyesdarttothe

sideandlandonSmiso.

.......

Participationgoeshandinhandwithsharing

inserts .
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Iwatchhimchargetowardsour,wellmytable

becausethismanjustinvitedhimself.hepullsmeby

myarmgivingMrSibeko,whowasreadytopounce

onhimadeadlyeye.Ican'tbelieveSmisoisacting

likeajealousschoolboyinfrontofpeople."Mind

yourownbusinessoldman"hesaysthroughgritted

teethhelookslividscarringthelifeoutofme.Mr

Sibekoraiseshishandsinaformofsurrender

backingaway.Idon'tevenfightSmisothatwould

justattractmoreeyesourway.Iamoneofthose



peoplewhohatedrawingattentiontothemselves.I

don'tgetwhyhecan'tbecivil,thisisoneofthose"I

canexplain"situationgiventhechancetotalkof

course.Hepullsmebymyarmleadingmeoutside,I

wantedhistouchbutnotinthisform.It'sstillraining

butthatdoesn'tbotherhimbecauseheshakesme

up.Idon'tgetwhyhewoulddothisheknowsmy

sentimentswhenitcomestorain.Luckilythere'sno

thunderorlightinginsight.

"Ngifunauwashekelobufebeobukuphethe"hesays

angrily,Ican'tevenkeepmyeyesopenbecauseof

therain.Iletitbeandbecomeonewithrain,asit

poursonmefreely.IfonlyIwaslikeaseedthat

wouldgrowafterbeingwatered.ThenIwouldglady

appreciatestandinghere.

"Ican'tbelieveyou,onefightwithmeandyoufind

comfortinanothermananolderatthat"heshouts,I

don'tunderstandwhysomepeoplethinkeverything

isaboutthem.

"NoteverythingisaboutyouNkosinathi,Youjust

can'tshoutatme"Isaymyvoicematchinghis.



"IsaidIwassorry.Iapologisednjesthandwasam

whatmorecanIdo"heasksmovingclosertome.

"Youdon'tgettocomfortme,youarethecauseof

mypain"hebacksaway.hebetternottouchme,not

afterhestoodthereandwatchedmegetdrenched.

"PhiwoIloveyou,pleasedon'tdothistous.Ican't

livewithoutyoupleasedon'tmakemedoit"hesays

breakingdownpainful,Ireallywanttoholdhimtight

andtakeawaywhateverpainheisfeeling.

"Yourloveisnotenough"Isay,thesewordssound

foreignyettheycomefrommymouth.Hardtoadmit

butit'sthetruth.

"Ineedtofindmyself,Ineedtobeatpeace.Ineedto

findmewithoutyou"heshakeshisheadbitinghis

lowerlip.

"Youcanstilldothatwithmebyyourside,IpromiseI

willfixthings"hesaysmovingcloseroncemore,Iam

tiredandcoldIcan'tevenfeelmytoes.Iwonderif

therainwillaffectmybabyornot,hegentlypullsme

intohisarmsleadingmetohiscar.Turnsonthe

heateranddrivesoff,Iturnmyfocusoutsidethe



windowyouwouldswearitwasn'trainingjustnow.

Thesunbreaksthroughthecloudsshining

bright,andthere'sarainbow.

"Uthingolwenkosazane"hesaysalsopeaking,I

rememberseeingtherainbowthemorningIdidthe

walkofshame.AndthedaySiyawasborn.

Maybethere'ssomesignificancetothiswhole

day,thateveninthedarkestofsituationsthereis

lightattheendofthetunnel.

.

Wedrivequietly,IampuzzledastohowIeven

agreedtogowithhim,hedrivesallthewaytohis

house.It'sonlywhenhekillstheenginethatIrealise

weareparkoutside,hecomestomysideandlifts

meup.Irestmyheadonhischest,thisusedtobe

homeIwouldsleephereandeverythingwouldmake

sense,don'tgetmewrongitstilldoesbutithurts.I

holdhimtightlikeIwillneverhaveanotherchance.

ThedooropensandCecileappears,Iliftmyhead

lookingatSmisowhohashisjawclenched."Iwill

explainlater"hesayslookingatmethenwalkspast



her.Theenergytoaskquestionshasleftme,allI

needisfoodandawarmbath.Hetakesmetohis

bedroom.Runsmeabathandcomesbacktohelp

meoutofmyclothes,webothendupinthetub.

"IamsorryPhiwo"hesayskissingthetoppartofmy

head.That'stheproblemwithpeoplebelievingthat

sorryfixeseverything,wellitdoesn'titonlyservesas

atemporarytooltosoothethepain.Onlytohavethat

toolhammeryouonceagain.

"Stopapologisingandfixthings,Iamangrybecause

youliedandkeptthetruthtoyourself,Iamangryyou

mademeafool.IamangrybecauseIwanttoget

awayfromyoubuteverythinginmekeepspulling

metoyou.IamangrybecauseIloveyousomuch

thatithurtsbeingawayfromyou"Iamintearsand

hehashisarmswrappedaroundme."Iwantyouto

letmego,andifthisismeanttobethenwewillfind

ourway"hedoesn'tsayanythingbutIcanhearhim

chocking."AllIeverwantedwasthetruthand

nothingmore"

"Iamfarfromperfect,buttrustmewhenIsayIlove

youmorethananything.ThenightIgotshotIwas



hiredtotakesomeoneoutbutthingswentsouth"I

feelmyheartrace,Itrymovingbuthetightenshis

hold."AllthoselatenightIwasn'tcheatingonyou,I

..I."Hecan'tevensayitIstayedwithhimbecauseI

thoughthelefthisoldlifebehind."Iwasouton

businessandIdidn'twanttellyoubecause,Ididn't

wantyoutolookatmeasamonster"hefinally

says,Idon'twantmychildrengrowingupknowing

thattheirfatherisakiller.

"Youneedtochooseusoryoursidebusiness"Isay

gettingoutthetub,Smisohasallthemoneyinthe

worldit'stimehegothisprioritiesright.Hefollows

behind,Itryputtingonhist-shirtbuthestopsme.

"Ijustwantustocuddle,Iwon'tdoanythingjustto

holdyou"Inodhoppinghedoesn'tspotanything

amiss.hegetsinalsonaked,theheatinthisbedis

toomuchforme,myhandkeeplandingonhis

erectedshaft.IfitwasanyotherdayIwouldbeon

topridinghimlikemylifedependedonit.Ilovehow

mybodyreactstohistouchandhowIstillgetall

nervousaroundhim.Iwanthimtoslideinsobadand

makemeforgetevenifit'sjustforalittleawhile,but



themanisdeadsetonholdingmetight.

.

Iwakeupbecauseofmygrumblingstomach,Itry

entanglingmyselffromSmisobutwakehimupin

theprocess.

"What'swrong"herubshiseyes,justlikeSiyadoes.

"NothingIjustneedfood"helooks

surprised,probablybecauseoftheoddhours.

"Icanmakeyousomething"hesaysstanding

up,Lordtakemenowthismanisabeast.

"IwantManny'smacandcheesewithbaconand

theirribs"hiseyeswiden.buthegetsdressednon

theless.

"Anythingelse"heaskstakinghiskeys.

"PassbyMcDonaldandpleasegetaMcflurry"he

looksskepticalbutnods,hemovescloserleaningfor

akissonthecheek.Iwalkhimoutwearinghisrobe

onlybecauseIwantwater.

Cebilejoinsmeinthekitchen,Ihadtotalyforgotten

she'shere,she'sreallybeautifulthatIhavetogive



her.

"IhaveheardaboutyouJozigirlsandthelackof

respect,youareevenwearinghisgown"shesays

loudly,hervoiceannoysme.

"Didn'ttheyteachyouhowtogreetwhereyoucome

from"shelookstakenabackbutquicklygetsbackin

character.

"Lalelakenonkroyithatismysoontobe

husband,takeyourfatassoutofthishouse"she

saysclickinghertongue.

"ListenIdon'twanttofightwithyou,sopleasesave

yourlowclassinsultsforsomeoneelse"Istandup

andattempttowalkawayonlytofall.

"Yahyilokuthandaamadodaabantu"shesays

laughing,Itrystandingupbutthepainshootsagain

it'snotseverebutIdon'twanttoriskit.

"PleasecallSmiso"shefoldsherarmstappingher

foot.

"CebilecallSmisonow"it'sonlynowwheniscream

andshemovespanicking.



"He'snotanswering"shesaysinapanicked

voice,fearcreepsinIstartsweatingallover.khaya's

wordsrepeatedlyplayinmymindfiftypercent,Ihold

mybellyandcry.It'stoosoonIstillhavetotell

Smisoaboutthebaby.

"Canyoudrive"Iask.Shehasherhandsoverher

headshakingit,greatshecan'tdrive."Okaygetmy

phoneplease"poorgirlrushestoSmiso'sbedroom.

ThedooropensandbyGod'sgrace,Smisowalksin

thecrybabyinmeunleashes.

"Iamsosorry"Irumble.Herushestome

dumbfoundedandcaressesmycheek.

"Babywhat'swrong,whyareyouonthefloor"he

askslookingaround.

"Ineedtoseeadoctor"mywordsareinuadiblebut

henodscarefullyliftingmeup.

.....

Yourparticipationismuchappreciated,hopefullywe

arestillhappy.



Lotsoflove
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Thedrivetothehospitalishurried,Smisoisswearing

andshoutingatotherdrivers.Idon'tknowhowmany

redlightshehaspassedwithnocare.Istopped

cryingthemomentIheardthecarscreeching,nowI

fearformylife.

"Smisoyouaregoingtokillus,pleaseslowdown"he

completelyignoresmeandpresseshard.

"Kubuhlungukuphi"heasks.That'stheonlyquestion

hehasbeenaskingsinceweleftthehouse,andI

can'tseemtotellhimtheexacttruth.

"TalktomePhiwo"hepleads,luckilywearriveatthe

hospitalandthatsavesme.Hecomestomyside

andcarefullyliftsmeup.

Barkingordersasusual,Iamquicklyattendedto

withKhayabeingpaged.ThenurseswalkSmisoout

protestingandall.

"Khayawhat'swrongwithmybaby"Iaskholdingmy



breathwithfearofbreakingdown.shelooksatme

thenatthemachine.

"Itoldyouaboutthechancesconcerningthe

baby,Butluckilyeveverythingisokayfornow"she

sayslookingbackatme,Iwishshecouldjustshut

hermouthandkeepherlearnedopiniontoherself.

"Youonlyexperiencedspottingwhichiscommonin

suchcases"shesaysthenclearsherthroat."You

stillwanttokeepitevenafterwhatjusthappened"I

thinksheseestheshockonmyfacebecauseher

eyesstartmovingaround.

"Phuma"Icalmysay,Ican'tbelieveshewantsmeto

killmybaby.

"PhiwoIdidn'tmeanitthatway,Iamjustlookingout

foryou"Icuthershortraisingmyhandup.

"IsaidIgetout"shenodswalkingout.

ItsbeentwodaysandIamtieduptotubesandwhat

not,everythinginhereisbeeping.Iwastoldtokeep

calmandbreathe,buthowcanIdoallthatwhenIdo

notknowifmybabyisgoingtobeokay.Ihaven't



toldSmisoanythingIdon'twanttogethishopesup.

ItmaysoundselfishbutIdon'twanttojinx

things,callmesuperstitiousornotitdoesn'tmatter.

Apartofmebelievesthatifalotofpeopleknow

thentheoddswilldefinitelybeagainstmybaby.

Peoplehaveallsortsofbadenergyandharmful

wishes.

Babamovedmetoanotherhospital,hewashurtthat

Ididn'ttellhimaboutthepregnancy,butIwascaught

upinmyownthoughtsandmessthatnothing

mattered.Ievenconsideredterminationbecause

khayathinks"medically"thatmakessense.

Babamadesurethatthingsarekeptonthelow,even

Smisohasbeenkeptinthedarkandthisishisbaby.

DoctorKhanwalksinfollowedbymyDad.

"Heysunshine"hekissesmyforeheadthenholdsmy

hand.

"BabawhyamIstillhere"Iask,Ireallymissmybaby

bearsomuch.

"Iwasjustkeepingyouforobservations,Yourhigh

bloodpressurewashigh.Wehadtomonitoryour



heartrateandthatofthebaby"DoctorKhansays

smilingfreely.

"Willmybabymakeit"Iaskswallowinghard.

"Anythingispossible.Youneedtobemonitored

regularlythough,stayawayfromstressfulthingsand

don'toverthink.Itwillbeabumpyroadwithalotof

complicationsforyouandthebaby"hesays.his

voicesoundssympathetic.Babatightenshisgripon

myhand,thisishiswayofassuringmethat

everythingisgoingtookay.DoctorKhanleavesafter

givingmealistofthingsIhavetodowhenIleave

thisplace.IamnowleftwithBabawhositsnextto

me.

"IloveyouZinyobulala"hesaysblinkingawaytears.

"Iloveyoutoograndpabear"hestopssmilingand

thatworriesme.

"Phiwowhenareyougoingtotellthepoorboyabout

thisbaby"Itrymovingbutit'sprovingtobedifficult.

"BabahowdoItellhimthatwemightlosethischild,I

wouldunderstandifitwascausedbysomething

elsebutit'swascausedbyaman"hebreaksdown



beforeIdo.

"Babapleasedon'tcry,idon'thateallmen,Ihateonly

oneandheisdead"Idon'tlikeseeinghimhurt,it's

neveragreatfeelingtoseesomeoneyoulove

hurting.

"Phiwodon'tbeselfish,telltheboyandlethimdeal

withthisonhisownterm.Don'tdenyhimthechance

tobebyyourside"whatBabaissayingmakessense

Ican'thideawholepregnancyforeverandthat

wouldcauseariftbetweenus.

"Babawhathavedonetodeservethis,Igivenonup

hopeandGodnothingmakessense"heshakeshis

headusinghisthumbtowipemytears.

"Eventhefriendliestandmostkindestofpeopleare

dealttheirownheartache.Ifnotyouthenwho"he

asks.

"ButIdon'twantittobeme"itsoundsselfish,butI

needabreakIneedsomeoneelsetofeelthispain

otherthanme.

"Medicinehasevolvedandtechnologyhasimproved

thisbabywillmakeitokay,IpayKhanalotofmoney



totakecareofyouandthelittlechamp"hepauses

andbrushesbackmyhair."IamyourfatherandI

knowbesttellDondathetruth"webothlookupat

thesoundofsomeoneclearingtheirthroat.

Smisoisleaningagainstthedoorhishandonhis

pockets,he'swearingdarkbluefittingjeansanda

whitet-shirt.

"SawbonaBaba"headdressesmyfatherrespectfully

andlooksandme."Ididn'tknowyouhadany

visitors,Iwillcomeback"heattemptswalkingbut

Babastopshim.

"It'sokayndodana,Iwasalreadyleaving"hecan't

reallyhugmebecauseofthesethings,sohekisses

myforeheadinstead.

"Iloveyoumtanami"hewhispers.

"IloveyoutooBaba"Iwhisperbacknotwantingto

letgoofhishand.

IfonlyIwasn'ttieduportiredIwouldbealloverthis

man,hisblackeyesarepenetratingmysoul

breathinglifeintome.ItfeelslikeIamsinkinginto

anoceanofhislove.Ifeellikeastolenbook



subjectedtohiseyesonly,tracedbyhisfingers

becauseofitsdelicacy.Astolenbookreadbyhim

andonlyhim,stolenbutprotectedatallcostabook

hecan'taffordtogivebackorlosebecausehewon't

findanotheronelikeit.Hemovesclosertome,he

doesn'tlookliketheSmisoIknowandthatworries

mesomethingIshouldn'tbedoing.

"Hey"

"Heyhowarefeeling"heasksnotevensurewhat

he'sasking,hehesitatesholdingmeanddecides

againstit.

"Iamokay,Iamgettingouttomorrow"hesmiles

holdingmyhand.

"Siyamissesyou,shecan'tunderstandwhyyou

constantlyhavetocomehere"thatbreaksmyheart,I

knowSmisocan'tanswerallthesequestionsallby

himself."Enoughaboutuswhatdidthedoctor

say,what'swrong"helooksreadytobreak.

"Nothingiswrong,Iampregnant"henodscautioning

metogoonbutIcan't.

"Didwelosethebaby"hesoftlyasksclenchinghis



jawandtighteninghisholdonme.

"No..nohe'sstillalivebutthedoctorssayhemight

notmakeit,Smisowemightloseourbaby"he

shakeshisheadandholdsmeclose.

"Whydidn'tyoutellme"thequestionIhavebeen

dreading.

"Iamsorry"hiseyesareteary,Itellhimeverything

carefullystudyinghisface.Ihaveseendifferent

emotionstakeoverhimandrightfullyso.heholds

bothmyhandsandasksmetoclosemyeyes.Smiso

doesn'treallybelieveheoncesaidtome"prayto

yourGod"Iampuzzledbuttouchedbyhisgesture.

"IknowIamnotworthyofyourlovenor

forgiveness,butIhumblemyselfandaskthatyou

protectmysonandhismother.Ihavesinnedbutlet

notmysinsfalluponmychildren,heavenlyfatherI

amjustamanandyouaregreaterhearmyprayer

Amen"heopenshiseyescomingincontactwith

mine.hisblackeyesaremorebeautifulwhenglazed

withtears.

"Iamgoingtobeafather"hesoftlylaughsand



pauseslikeeverythingissinkingin."Youaregiving

measonPhiwo,myownson.Everythingisgoingto

okay"hekissesme,Ican'tbelieveIjustmadethisold

babycryagain.

"Wearenotgoingtolosethisbabyokay"hesays

sternlyifonlyitwasthatsimple.

.

It'sbeenadaysinceIgotbackfromthehospital,the

newshaven'tsinkedthatwelltoSmiso.Heisfinding

itdifficulttoacceptdoctorsopinions.

Iamdrivingtohisparentshouse,Ijustwanttosee

mybaby.Iknowdrivingisbannedbuteveryoneis

busy,andIcouldn'tcallanuberitfeelsimpersonal

seeingthatIamfetchingSiyamthanda.Idriveinand

there'sanothercardrivingout,thewindowsare

openedandIswearIseeSkhumbuzo.Iblinkafew

timesandthecarislonggone.

Thishouseisbeautiful,Ikilltheengineandwalk

insidefindinghisfather,EihleandSiya.



"Mommy"shedropseverythingandrunstome,Ilift

herupsqueezinghertight.

"Heybabybear"Isaykissingherallover.

"MamaImissedyou"shesayswithherhands

wrappedaroundmyneck.

"Imissedyoutoo"hetiltsherheadandgiggles.

"Howmuch"sheasksfoldingherarms.

"Thismuch"Isay,stretchingmyarmswide,she

throwsherselfinmyarmsgiggling.

"Makoti"BabXulusayswithabroadsmile,Idon't

knowifIrespectorfeartheman,Iamyettodecide.

"YeboBaba"hegivesmeahugandpullsaway.

"BabaicametofetchSiya,Ihopeyoudon'tmind"he

shakeshishead.

"NotatallMakoti,IwilltellManguboyoupassedby"

hepolitelysays,InodasSiyasayshergoodbyesand

clearsherstuff.Iplanonspoilingmybaby,whatever

shewantsshe'sgetting.



Iplaysomefreshlygroundsongs,whileSiyachats

myearaway,thisIdidnotmissatall.

"Bearslowdown"hereyesaretoobigformy

liking,thishappenswhenshe'sexcitedabout

something.

"Mamayouhavetoseethebaby"she'ssaysonce

again.

"Whatbaby"Iaskfrowning.

"ThebabyatGogoandMkhulu'shouse,Iplayedwith

it"shesaysclappingherhandstogetherIdidn'tsee

ababynje,Siyacanbedramaticlikehergrandmother

sheprobablymeansoneofthosehumanlookalike

dolls.

......

Myapologiesforthedaydelayed.

[7/9,07:11]Lynne:#36



IftherewaseveratimewhereIdoubtedGodthen

ngiyaxolisa.Irememberthatbutchtellingme

Phiwokuhlewouldneverbeabletocarryachilddue

theseveredamageoftissue.Idon'tknow,butIsaw

somethingsinisterinhereyes,reliefandsatisfaction

asoposedtopainonbehalfofherfriend.Whileshe

silentlyrejoicedinourmisery,Iwasinpain,guttedmy

heartbrokeonmybehalf.Ihavealwayswantedto

morekidsandknowingPhiwokuhlewouldn'tbeable

tofulfilthattoreme.Averyselfishpartofmewas

gladthatCebile'sfamilybroughther,thenshecould

betheperfectcandidatetobearmekids.Nolove

neededshewouldgetallsheeverwantedandI

wouldchildren.ButuponseeingPhiwocrybecause

ofme,IknewIwasthedevilforevenconsidering

Cebileasmorethanjustamoneyhungry

pest.sometimesthingsarenotmappedout,that's

howlifeworkswenavigatethroughitwithhopesof

gettingitrightthefirsttime,orisitthesecond.

IuncuffSthembi,eachhandwascuffedtoher

ankle,herwristsarebruisedbutshedoesn'tlook

bothered.



"Thatwasepic"shesaysseductivelylockingher

lips,herswaysherhipsmovinetowardsme.shehas

abeautifulbody,lessdramaticbutshe'snotforme.

Atemporaryhard,roughfuckyes.Herattemptsto

havemefuckherfinallypaidoff,NotthatIamproud

IwanttodoallthesethingswithPhiwo,Iwantto

exploreherbodyinwayssheneverimagined.Iam

justafraidshemighthaveasetback,thatmyhunger

mighttriggerthepastpainfuleventsshewent

through.Ican'tlosehernotnowwhenshe'scarrying

ourSon,Istillcan'twrapmybrainaroundthefact

thatshe'scarryingawholebaby.Herhandslandon

mychest,Igentlypushheraway.

"Idon'tlikerepeatingmyself"Isay.

"IknowbutNkosipleasegivemeachance"Iknew

thiswouldendbadly,yougivesomeoneatasteof

yourmineshaftandtheywantthewholegold.

"Sthembidon'tmakemeabadperson,Itoldyouthe

rules,eitheryouabidebytheormoveonyourchoice"

IsaycalmlyasIcan.

"NgyaxolisaMakhathini"shesayscastinghereyes



tothefloor,Icupherchinmakingherfaceme.Only

Phiwocancallmyclannamesandtheywouldsound

likemusictomyears.

"IloveMazwaneandthatwillneverchange"hereyes

gettearybutit'sthetruth.

"NkosiIloveyoutoo,Icangiveyousomuchmore"

Shewipeshertricklingtears."Makemeyoursecond

wife,IpromiseIwillrespectPhiwo"Ipullherintomy

chest,tillshecalmsdown,Sthembiisnotabad

personbutherfeelingsformearemisguided.

"Sthembi"Icalloutsternlytighteningmygriponher

waist."Idon'teverwanttohearyoumention

Mazwaneeveruyangizwa,orthissecondwife

nonsense"sheflinchesnoddingherhead.Imove

awayfromherbeforeshecriesevenmore.luckilymy

phonerings,asmilecreepsuponmyface.

"Sthandwasam"

"Whenareyoucomingback,Imissyou"shesays.

"Iamonmywaymuntuwam,iseverythingokay"I

ask,lookingatSthembigettingdressed.



"Somethingfeelsoffnje,butrelaxit'snotthebaby"

shesayssighing.

"KhulumanamiMama"Isay.

"Idon'tknow,Smisoareyouwithsomeone"sheasks

hesitantly.

"Ofcoursenotmuntuwam"Isay,feelinglikethe

biggestscumtowalkearth.ItoldherIwasworking

lateandthatIwouldspendthenightattheother

house.

"Okayhurryhome"shesayssoftly.

"IloveyouPhiwo"

"Iloveyou"shesaysgigglingontheotherend.

"Ifyoulovehersomuchthenwhyareyoucheating

onher"Sthembiasks.

"Idon'toweyouanexplanation"Ihiss.

"Finebutshe'sagoodwomenandshedoesn't

deservethis"shesayswalkingaway.

.



Istillcan'tshakeoffthisfeelingthatSmisowasn't

aloneallnight,IwasrestlessIcouldn'tsleepsoI

calledAphiwe,wehaven'tspenttimeinsuchalonga

time,Imissedhercrazyarse.

"Heshembemu"shesayswaltzingin.

"Heshensizwa"webothlaugh,Imeanwejust

imitatedmyverystubbornuncle.

"It'stooearlytobelookinglikethis"shegivesme

the"don'tstartlook"

"Ihaveanearlybreakfastappointment"shesays

grinning.

"Andwhat'sforbreakfast"Iaskmatchingherstupid

grin.

"Meofcourse"shelaughsafterwards.

"Ithoughtyoudidn'thaveamannje"Iaskshocked.

"Idon'the'sjustadickappointment,ahugejuicyone"

shesayssmiling.

"That'stoomuchinformation,aren'tyouafraidof

beingattachedandfallingforhim"shesitsup

straightlookingatme.



"Ihavealreadydonethosethingsbutsubtleand

besides,ImadetherulessoIcan'tjustbreakthem"

shesighsheavily

"Thenwalkaway"shetiltsherhead.

"HayikhandiyekePhiwo,sozeandenzeIpermanent

employee,namisozendiythetheleyofunaIposition"

shesaysandIknowthisisit,nomorebringingitup.

"Okaythengoenjoyyourbreakfast"shestandsup

andIpullherforhug.

"Ineededthatthankyou"shesayspullingaway.

"Gogetlaidgirlandenjoyforthebothus"Isays

spankingher.

It'sstillearlyandIamleftallaloneinthishuge

house,IappreciatethefactthatSmisohastowork

andsupporthisfamily.Ilovethatmanbuttherewas

atimeIconsideredleavinghim,notbecauseIdon't

lovehimbecauseIneedtobemewithouthim,butI

alsocan'tdenyhimthechancetobeafather,forus

towalkthisjourneytogether.IamgreatfulthatIget

tohavehiminmylife,withSiyathingsweredifferent

Iwasn'talonebutIwasalone,ifyouknowwhatI



mean.AndnowIhavethiswonderfulmaninmylife.

Itakeaquickshowerandwearhist-shirt,itsmellsof

him.Ikeeppullingittomynosesmellingtheinside.I

makemywaytotheloungeaplay"Wallflower-

JordanRakeiftKayaThomas"

Ithasanicetofeeltoit,Igetlostinthelyricswith

myeyesclosed.it'sdifferenttowhatIusuallylisten

tobutithasmemovingaroundfreelylikethewind.I

ambarefootandsomehowIwish,Smisowashereto

holdmewhilethissongplayesinthebackground.

IstartmakingbreakfastthoughIfeellikenothing,I

wantspicypigtotters.Itakemyphoneandcall

Smiso.

"Baby"hesoundsfunnybutIignorethat.

"Babycanyoupleasegetmetrottersfrom

Makhumalo'sstall"Isay.

"Hayibabythatplaceisunhygienic"hesays.

"That'snottrue,youeattherenjenawe"helaughs

boldly.

"Iamamanandyouarepregnant,thinkaboutthe



baby"hesaysstilllaughing.

"WouldyouratherIgomyself"Iask.

"What,hellnolistenIwillgetyourfeetwhatwhat,you

stayputIloveyou"Iknewhewouldagreetome

drivingallthewaytoMakhumalo's.

"Iloveyoutoo"

.

IhavebeenwaitingforSmisotocomehomewith

myfood,anditfeelslikeforever.

Ihearthedoorandruntowardshim.helookssofine

andfresh"waithelooksfresh"Isaytomyself

usuallyhedoesn'tshowerwhenhespendsthenight

athisotherplace,heprefersshoweringwithme.

"Sawbona"hissayssmiling,Ican'tevenmovewhere

Iamthismanjusthypothesisedme.hemovescloser

andthesmelloftrottershitsmesogoodmymouth

waters.

"Meorthefood"heasks.

"Both"Isay,he'sstandingrightinfrontofme.He

goesdownonhiskneespullsthe t-shirtandkisses



mybelly.

"Imissedyouguys"hesaysgoingdowntomy

vigina,Igaspforairwaitinginanticipation.

"Ithoughtyousaidfood"hemurmurstoyingmewith

histongue.heliftsmeup,mylegsarewrapped

aroundhiswaist."Forgetthefoodgirl,wearegetting

it"Isaytomyself.

"Uyasindanawe"hesayscomplaining.stillleading

metothebedroom."Thist-shirtsuitsyoubetterthan

me"hesaystakingitoff,Iamleftbareashe

worshipsmybodywitheverysingletouch,heleaves

amemory.Ihelphimoutofhisclothesmyclit

throbbing.hegoesdownonmehistonguetakingme

toheavenandback.

"Iloveyou"hesayscominguptokissme,Icantaste

myselfonhim.

"Iloveyoutoo"hekissesmedeeply,Ihavesaidthis

before,thisman'seyesaremorebeautifulwhenteary.

Heliftsmyonelegupandthrustsinslowly,tillheis

fullyin."Areyouokay"heasks,hisvoicesounding

hoarse.Inodnotwantingtospeak,myvoicemight



betraymeandrevealthehungerIfeelandhave.he

startsmovingmakingslowlovetome,Iclingonto

himnotbreakingeyecontact,Idon'twantthis

momenttoend.Ifeelallthistensionbuildupthat

beautifulsweetmoment,Icomedrippingand

shaking,IeventhinkIgotafootcramp.hepullsout

withasmirkonhisface.

"IwantyoutobefedyezwaMama"hesaysturning

meandputtingapillowunderme.

"Iwillbegentleokay"hesaysenteringmeslowlymy

backisarchedgivinghimexcess,thepillowis

provinguseful,Imoanpullingthecovers,thisman

trulyknowshowtodishit.hisstrokesareprecise

andgentle,hegroansloudlytensingupasweboth

come.

"Iloveyou"hesaysburyinghimself.

"Iloveyoutoo,sukake"Isay.hepullsoutandgets

offme.

"Usuthakabiyaz"hesaysplayfully.



.....

Yesterdaywasnotagooddayforme,henceI

couldn'tpost.

Toeveryonewhohaseverlostalovedone,Ihope

youfindpeaceandhealing.

[7/9,07:12]Lynne:#37

It'sbeenafewweeksandthingsjustdon'tfeel

right,andthingsaresteadilygoingwellmychampis

growing.Wearenowthreemonths.Thingsbetween

PhiwoandIareabitshaky.Shehasn'tbeenthe

samesincethatmorningImadelovetoher,Iwould

sayit'sherhormonesplayingtricksonherbut

surprisinglyshe'scalm.Ifoundherplayingwith

herselfonemorning,shewasembarrassedIoffered

topleaseherbutshepolitelyrefused.Iamgreatful

she'sstillwearingmyring,Iplanonsendingmy

familytopaylobolathecomingweekend.Sthembi

hasbecomeadistantmemorywellwhatweshared

thatnightwasjustthatonenight,IthoughtIcoulddo

makeheratemporaryfuck,buticouldn'tthat



morningIgothomeIrealisedIhavegoldinthe

motherofmykids.

Icomebackfrommyjogandfindmyprincesson

thekitchencounter.She'sbeautifullikehermother

andprettysmart.Mydaughterhasbrainssurpassing

thatofadults,Idon'tknowhowthathappened.But

shetakesafterherparents.

"Daddy"shesayshappily,there'snojoygreaterthan

seeingthesetwobeautifulsouls.

"Hellobabybear"Isaygentlypullinghercheeks.

"Whydidn'tyouwakemeup"sheaskssulking,allthis

whilePhiwoisbusywithsomecakebatter.

"Iamsorrybear,whatareyouguysdoing"shelooks

athermother,whofaintlysmiles.

"Mommyisbakingforus,rightmama"she

says.Phiwonodsandwalkstothesinktowashher

hands.

"IsthereanythingIcanhelpyouwith"Iask.

"No,justgotakeashowerandwashawaythat

stenchoffyoueventhoughIdoubtitwillcomeoff"



shesays.

"It'sjustsweatSthandwa"shenodsstillfacingthe

sink.

"Babagobath,Idon'twantmommytocry"shesays

squintinghersmalleyes.

"Mommycrying"Iask,Ihaven'tseenhercryinsucha

longtime.

"Siyaisbeingdramatic,Iwaswatchingamovie"she

saysforcingasmile,Imovecloserandwrapmy

handsaroundherbump.

"NgenzeniMazwane"Iwhisperinherear.shemoves

myhandsattemptingtowalkawaybutIholdher

hand.

"SiyapleasegotoauntElihle'sroom,Ineedtotalkto

mommy"Ihelpherdown,sherunsoffandcomes

backagain.

"Iloveyoudaddy"shesayshuggingmylegs,Igo

downtoherlevelandgiveherahug.

"Daddylovesyoutoobear"shewalksawayblowing

kisses.IturnandlookatPhiwo.



"Canwetalklaterplease,Iamtiredandmyfeetare

killingme"shesays,evenhervoicesounds

exhausted.

"Ijustwanttoknowwhat'swrong,haveIdone

somethingwrong,becauseyouhavebeenpushing

meawaylately"sherollshereyesandsmiles.

"NoteverythingisaboutyouXulu,Ihaveababyto

thinkofandprotectsoexcusemeifIamnotthe

Phiwoyouknow"Inod.there'snothingmoreIcan

sayafterthis,clearlyIamtheproblemhere.

Irushtoourbedroomandtakeashower,Imissher

somuch,herbubblywarmself,notthisclosedoff

personpretendingtobestrong.Iclosetheshower

doorbutunfortunatelyitcomescrashingdown.I

moveawaybutmyhandgetscut.

Phiwocomesrushingin.

"Yini"shescreamsuponseeingsomuchblood.

"Ithinkthedoorhadacrack"hereyesarewetwith

tears,Imoveclosertoherandholdher.Ihavebeen

throughworsethissmallcutisnothingcomparedto

havingabulletstuckinyouchest.Aknifestuckin



youmissingvitalorgans.Thisisnothingcompared

towakingupinthemiddleofthenightbecauseIhad

adreamofherleavingme.Shegoesforthemedical

kitandcleansmeup.she'sgentleherhandsaresoft

andforasecondhereyesradiateloveandwarmth

evenifyoutriedyouwouldn'tmissit.

"Everythingisgoingtobeokay"shesays.puttingher

handonmyjaw,shekissesmylipsourforeheads

remaintouching,myheartachesmorethanit

should,hersilencespeaksvolumesandthere'sno

amountoftalkingintheworldthat'sisgoingto

changethat.

Myphoneringsdisturbingourmoment,IaskPhiwo

toansweritformebutsherefuses.Ilookatthe

screenandit'smyfather.

"Baba"

"Phililewantstoseeyou"hesays.

"What'swrong"Iask.

"It'surgentjustcomehome"hesays.

"Ihearyoubaba"IlookatPhiwoandthere'ssome



senseofreliefonherface.

.

IamlookingatmyAunt,thiswomenisbeautifulin

factthepeopleinmyfather'sfamilyareblessedwith

goodgenes.Shewalksoverandpullsmeinfora

hug.

"Walkwithme"shesays,Ilookatmymotherwho

doesn'tevenwanttolookatme.

"AuntyIthinkIneedyourhelp"Ifinallysay,she

smilestakingmyhandintohers.

"What'stheuse,shealreadyknows"shesaysletting

go.

"Whatdoyoumeanshealreadyknows"Iask

swallowinghard.

"Makotiknowsaboutyourfilthydoings"shesays.

"Youtaintedyourbond,whichismoreemotionalthan

physical,yoursoulsaretiedforeternityandyou

knowthisbutstillyoubetrayedherlove"shesays

stillwearingasmileonherface.



"AuntyIwillfixthis"Isay."Iwilldoanything

welcomeanypunishmentfromher"sheshakesher

head.

"Becarefulwhatyouwishfor,noteverycrimeor

wrongdoing,fitsthegivenpunishment,butdon't

worryeverythingisgoingtobeokay"shesays

pattingmyshoulder.Shewalksawayleavingme

withmythoughts,Iwrongedmywifeandshehasn't

beenherselfbecauseofme.

.

It'saSundaytoday,Idon'tknowhowtofeelwellI

feelnumb,andtherestisjustconfusion.Iprayedto

Godtomakemeforget,Iaskedhimtomakethisgo

awaybutit'sstillhere,Ngiyasindwaandit'sall

becauseofthemanIlove,yesIstilllovehimmore

thananythinginthisworld.itfeelslikeyesterdaythat

Icouldfeelsomethingwaswrong,ashemadelove

tome.Icouldfeeleveryboneinmeshake,Icouldfeel

mysoulgettingrestlessmyinsideturned,Ifeltmy

soulfade,herippedapartofmeandgaveittoher.I



knewlovinghimwasabadideabutIdidn'tthinkit

wouldbetoxic.itwouldhavebeenbetterifhebroke

myheartandmysoulwasstillwhole.Mamawarned

mebutIdidn'tlisten,MamasawthiscomingandI

turnedablindeye.

Iwipemytearslookingataphotoframejustthe

threeofus.WhenhisphonerangIwashopingit

wouldbehissidechick,somyangerwouldbe

fuelledandjustifiedbutitwasjustBabXulu.

Idecidedweshouldallgotochurch,andluckilyhe

didn'taskmewhy.hehasbeenquietobservingme

sincehegotbackfromhisparentshouse.Ifix

myselfupandplateourfood,weleftSiyamthandaat

myparentshouse.Helooksmorerelaxeditcouldbe

thefactthatwearealone.

"It'syourfavourite"that'stheonlythingIcansay

rightnow.

"Thankyoumamakhe"hesays,thismanis

handsomeit'strulyasin,andasiniswhathe

committedtoourlove.



"Phiwokuhlethere'ssomethingIneedtosay"Ishake

myhead.

"Nodon'tsayanythingjusteatyourfood"he

nods,butyoucantellhewantstotalk.hetakesa

spoonfulandthespoondrops.

"Iamsorry"Isay,helooksatmegasping.

"Phiwowhatdidyoudo"heasksblinkingatfew

times,Ipouredafeweyedropsinhisscotch.

"Hangintherebaby"ibrushmybabybumpandcall

Aphiwetocomein.

Shehelpsmedraghimallthewaytothelounge.he's

isheavybutthemeansjustifytheend.wefinallyget

himonthecouch.sweatingandallIeventhinkI

pulledamuscle.

"Phiwosuyenzalento,whatareplanningondoingto

him"sheaskspointingatSmiso.

"Striphimofhisdignitythat'sall"Iforceasmileand

shelaughs.

"Sendmesomepictures"shesayswinkingatme.I

walkheroutandcomeback.Igetmy5litrepetrol



andmatchbox.Heisstillconsciousandmaybe

that'sagoodthing,hewillgettofeelthepainhe

causedme.

"ItoldyouIwasbroken,ItoldyouIwasbeyond

repair"Ishoutmytearsfallingprofusely."Whydid

youstay,youcouldhavewalkedawayandthatwould

havebeenbetter.youhurtme

Makhathini,ngyakuzonda"Iwipemytearsandsettle

downnexttohim,Ifeeldefeatedhopeless.Ipullhim

tomychest,rockingthebothofusbackandforth

likeIwouldwhenhushingSiya.

"Iambreakingthisbond,Ican'tgoonlikethis,you

haveturnedmyloveintohateandrevenge"hetries

holdingmebuthishandskeepslipping.

"Iunderstand"hemanagestosay,aloudsob

escapesmymouthafterhearingthat,whycouldn'the

befaithfulandhonestItrustedhimandhebroke

us,smearingourlove.IpickmyselfupcryingasIam

andpoursomepetrolaroundthehouse.Ikisshim

onelasttime.

"Iprayedforyou,Iprayedforyoursouland



body.NgyakuthandaDonda"myhandsaretrembling

togetherwithmylips,Idon'twanttothinkaboutmy

loveforhim,itmightoverpowermyhurt.

Iwalkoutofthehousedroppingalitmatch.

There'ssomethingaboutthepowerofloveand

betrayal.loveissweetandbeautifultillitbetraysyou,

anditturnsintobetrayalbittersorevengeful

betrayal.thethingwithbetrayalisthatitoffersyou

twothings.Movingonandbecomingthebigger

betterpersonorseekrevengewithhopesoffeeling

better.Wemeetpeoplebychanceanditisbydestiny

andchoicethattheystay.Ichosedeathwhile

walkingamongsttheliving.

Idriveout,thedrivefeelslonganddragged,ipull

overonthesideoftheroad,Ican'tbreathemychest

feelstight.Iamgaspingforairwhiletearstrickle

wettingmyalreadywetcheeks.

......

Hopeyouallreceivedgiftsandkisses



[7/9,07:12]Lynne:#38

ZiyandaZwane(Zee)

Ihaveseenandheardworsethings,butnotoncedid

Ieverdreamthatmybabywoulddosuch.Phiwohas

alwaysbeenlovingandcarrying,yesshehasan

unrulytonguebutshe'snotakillernotthattheywalk

aroundwithtags,Iblamemyselfforfailingherasa

mother,IblamethatviciousanimalSizweforhurting

mybabygirl.IblameSmisoohthatpoorboyfor

lovingherandbreakingherheart.Idon'tknowwhat

wentdownbetweenthetwoofthem,theyseemed

okaysoinloveIdon'tknowwhatdrovehertothis.

Thelasttimesheshooklikethisinhersleep,was

afterSizwedidallthoseterriblethingstoher,she

hadnightmaresfordaysbutseeingBlakehelpedher

tillshestopped.

Itriedholdingherandnothingworked,Itiedtalking

toherandstillnothinghelped,shewashysterical

keptmumblingtoherselflikeacrazyperson.even

myhugswereinvein.WehadtocalldoctorKhanto



calmherdowm.

Mbusowalksin,hehasbeenputtingoutfiresleft

rightandcenter.Ithrowmyselfinhisarms.

"Haveyouhadanysleep"heasksholdingme

tight.howcanIsleepwhenmydaughterislikethis.

"NjaniMbuso,wheredidwegowrong"hesighs

heavily."Zwaneshedidn'tmeantodoit,that'snot

howourbabyis,shewouldneverhurtanyone"he

breathesheavilyagain,Mbusoisamanofhonour

butIknowheloveshisfamily.

"Iknowmamakhe,Iknow"hesays.

"Whatarewegoingtodo"Iask.

"Everythinginourpowertomakethisgoaway"he

says,Iknowhemeanseveryword.hepullsawayand

settlesnexttoPhiwo.

"Wheredidwegowrong,youwerecomingalongso

fine.howcouldyoudosomethingsohorrible

Mazwane"hesaysshakinghishead.Ican'tlosemy

daughternomatterwhathappens.Sheopensher

eyeslazily,hoperushestomyheartbutfadesas



soonasshewails.herfatherattemptstoholdher

butsheshrieks.Iputahandovermymouth,this

hurtsmorethanIthought.

"Babangyaxolisa,Ididn'tmeantodoit"shelooksat

me."Mama"Irushtoherside,sheholdsmesotight

myribcagehurts.

"It'sokaymybaby,daddyisgoingtofix"Isaywiping

herfallingtears.

Aphiweburstsintheroom,shelooksflushedand

angry.

"Howcouldyoubesoselfishhuh,howcouldyou

burnhim.thefatherofyourkids"shesounds

defeated.

"Aphiwe"Isay,butMbusoraiseshishand.

"Letherspeak"hesayscalmly.

"Youmademeanaccomplice,Icouldbearrestedall

becauseyoucouldn'twalkaway,didyouthinkabout

Siyaandyourunbornson.Whatabouthisparents

andsiblings.Ithoughtyoulovedhim"shesays

wipinghertears.



"Theywilllockyouupandthrowawaythekey,justto

makeanexampleoutofyou.dammitPhiwokuhle"

shestormsoutaftersayingthat,Mbusogavemethe

lowdownonthings.theywillarguethatshehad

criminalcapacity,shecalculatedtheriskandhad

intention.

"Babatakemetothepolice,Ineedtohandmyself

in.IneedtopayforwhatIdid"shebegs.

"Hey"hesayssoftly,sheshakesherhead,herhiccups

arereallybad."Listentomesunshine,justgetsome

restwewilltalkwhenyougetupokay"hekissesher

foreheadandtucksherin.Seemslikethemedicine

hadn'twornoffcompletely,becausewithherfather's

touchandsoftwordsshefallsrightbacktosleep.

Shelookssopeacefulwhenshe'sasleep,Idon't

understandhowsuchabeautifulbeingcouldturn

andbe,Ican'tevenbringmyselftosaytheword.I

haveheardofsnappedcouples,coulditbeshejust

snappedandsaidenoughisenough.

"MbusoIamworriedabouther,shehasn'tasked

aboutthepoorboy"Isaylookingatmyhusband.



"She'stiredandconfusedMamakhepleaselether

be"hesays.

.

LangaXulu

PapershavebeenrunningthestoryonNkosibeing

foundinaburninghouse.Nonhlanhlahadtobe

knockedout,shedidn'ttakethenewssowell.But

whowouldacceptsuchathing,Ihaveafeeling

Philileknewaboutthis,mysisterwasn'tevenfazed

whenweheardthenews.

Ilookatmybeautifulwifesleeping,Elihleisbyher

side.IhavebeenwaitingforNhlosenhlebuthehasn't

arrivedyet.

"Lihlelookafteryoumotherokay"shenods.

"Babadidshereallydoit"sheasks,gettingteary.My

daughterlovesPhiwokuhle,whatamIsayingsheis

lovedbyeveryone.whatshedidhasshocked

everyoneandhasbrokenmanyheart.



"Justtakecareofyourmother"Igiveherahugand

kissmywifewalkingout.

IcallSkhumbuzotellinghimtomeetmeatMbuso's

house.

IarivethesametimeasSkhumbuzo,wemakeour

wayinsidethehouse.Mbusoappearswelcomingus,

wehandshakeandsettledown.

"Wehavetomakeadecision"Skhumbuzosays.

"Bafowhatdecisionisthatwhenalleyesareonus"I

saylookingathimgulpingdownhiswhiskey.

"AllIknowisthatmydaughterwillnotbegoingto

prison"Mbusosayssternly.

"Andwecan'taffordtohaveherlosethechild,I

doubtMakhathiniwouldallowhiswifetobe

arrested"Skhumbuzosays.

"Thenwemoveher,makeitwilllooklikeshewas

neverherewhenthefirestarted"Weallnodin

agreementtoMbuso'ssuggestion.

"Didanyoneseeherleavethehouse"Skhumbuzo

asks,hetendstoforgetthatIknowhimandhis



schemes.

"SkhumbuzoIhopeyouarenotplanningonkilling

anyone"helaughsandclearshisthroat.

"KhululekaMtakababaIwasjustasking"hesays.

"Ifonlythosenoseyneighboursdidn'tcallthe

police,thisisquiteahighprofilecase.Ican'timagine

herbeingchargedwitharson,attemptmurderand

maliciousdamagetoproperty"Mbusosaygulpinga

thirdglass."Howisheholdingup"heasks.

"Thedoctorsdon'tknowwhenhewillwakeup,his

leftarmisbadlyburntallthewaytohischestandhe

wasexposedtosmokeandflames.Mysonwillnever

bethesame"Ifinallyadmitthesadtruth,Nkosinathi

isaproudyoungmanandwhenhewakesupand

seestheextentthefiredid,Idon'tknowtheextentof

hiswrathoroutlet.

"IamsorryboGxabhasheforwhatmydaughterdid"

Mbusosays.thepainofbringaparentnomatter

howmuchyourchildcanwrongyou,youalways

forgiveandfindthegoodinthem.

"Andwhataboutme"Skhumbuzoasks,welookat



himlaugh,IamsureifSiyamthandawasaroundshe

wouldbescaredsuchdeepboldvoicesinoneroom.

"ThankyouMaziya"Mbusosayswithasmirkonhis

face.

WedecidethatPhiwoshouldmove,tillthedust

settlesandheremotionsareincheck.IknowI

shouldbewantingjusticeformySonbutthisisthe

motherofhiskids,Carryinghissonandwedon't

wantherlosingthebaby.

.

PhiwokuhleZwane

IknowIhavelostallrightstosayIloveSmiso,I

knowmyloveforhimisnotworthyanymore.Iknow

Ibetrayedourlovemyself,Ihavehurthiminthe

mostpossiblewayever,Itriedtokillhim.Itried

walkingdeadamongstthelivingbykillingapartof

me.aftereverythingthatmanhasdoneformeItried

towipehimofftheearth'ssurface.Iwillnever

forgivemyselfforhurtinghim,thepainofburning

someonealiveLordwhatpossessedmetohave



suchevilintentions.Yeshecheatedandbrokemy

heartbutIdidfarmoreworse,he'sthefatherofmy

kids.Whatislifewithouthim.InallthetimeIhave

metSmiso,hiseyesonlyhadlove,warmthanda

senseofsecurity.Thatmandidnothingbutloveme

withallmyfaultsandimperfections.WhenIwas

downhewastherefor,hepickedmeupwhenIwas

atmylowest,whenmyheartbledonlyhecouldhold

meandallwouldseemright.IguesswhenIfound

outabouthischeatingsomethingbroke,Ifelttaken

backtothetimeSizwemademeafool,hecheated

onmeandmadeitseemlikeitwasmyfault.he

abusedmephysicallyandemotionallythenturned

aroundandblameditonme.Heblamedallthose

thingsonme.herapedmeandblameditonme,he

saidImadehimdoit.IguesswhatIamtryingtosay

is,Ididn'twanthistoryrepeatingit'sself.Ididn'twant

thelovingmanIknowturningintoamonster,ifhe

couldcheatthenhecouldhurtme,hecouldhurtus.

Inmymessedupmindiwasavertingmorepainthat

wastocome,Iwastryingtoprotectmyselfinstead

ofjustwalkingaway.Itwasallinmymessedup

mindandIbelievedit.Iwillneverforgivemyselffor



tryingtotakeSmisoawayfromhiskids.Ilookatthe

clothesBabatookoutforme,plainblacktracksuitsI

wearthemaftertakingthehotbathheranforme.he

comesinafterawhile.

"Howareyoufeelingnow"heaskslookingatmeas

ifstudyingme.

"Idon'tknow"Isaytruthfully.

"Everythingisgoingtobeokay,trustme"hesays

takingmyhand.

"Areyoutakingmetoprison"Iask,phelababaisa

lawabidingcitizen.

"What,Iwouldneverdothat"hesaysfaintlysmiling

atme.hehugsmetightlybreathingheavily,Ihatethat

IhurtmyparentsandmoreespeciallySmiso'

mother.Webothwalkout,heleadsmetothelounge

andmyeyesmeetMrSibekoandXuluinoneroom.I

guessIwasn'tcrazywhenIsawhimdriveoutthe

dayIfetchedSiya.Theybothstandupwhenthey

becomeawareofmypresence.fearcreepsbutbaba

assuresmethateverythingisgoingtobeokay.

"Issheready"babXuluasks,IthoughtIwasn'tbeing



takentoprisonnje.

"It'sokaywearetakingyoutoasafeplace,faraway

fromhere"babasaysmakingmefacehim.

"WhereisMaandSiya"heshakeshishead.

"Theyarenotcoming,youneedtogethelpokay,you

needtotakecareofyouandthebaby"hesays,his

voicehastracesofhurt.

"BabanoIdidn'tmeantodoit,pleasedon'tpunish

melikethis"theyalllookatmewitheyesfullofpity.

"Iamsorrybutit'stheonlyway,IwillbringSiyaonce

youareokayandthedoctorsaysyouarefine"he

says.

"ButIneedtosaygoodbye,Ican'tlivewithoutmy

babyshe'smyeverything"sobscomeoutpainfully,I

can'tleaveSiyaIjustcan't.Bab'Sibekooffersme

waterandsurprisinglyIgetcalmer.

"Weshouldgobeforeeveryonecomeshome"Ican

hearmyfather'svoicebutfromadistance.

............



Yourlikesarequestionable,canweimproveonthat

department.REMEMBERPARTICIPATIONISKEY.

[7/9,07:12]Lynne:#39

Makhathini

ThereweredaysIusedtosaylovehurts,that's

becauseeveryonemadeitseemlikethat.Buthere's

thethingloveisnothingbutkindandunderstanding,I

knowthisnowbecauseIhaveexperiencelovelong

beforeIknewit.Iwokeupaftertwoweeksofbeing

inaninducedcomaandbeinginandoutofsurgery

forskingraftingmybodycouldn'ttakebutthat'sa

storyforanotherdaythough.Ithoughtthepolice

wouldharassmewithquestions,butIlaterfoundout

thewholethinghasgoneaway,IalsothoughtIwould

wakeupadifferentmanfullofhateandrage,thatI

wouldhatePhiwowitheverythinginme,butthelove

Ihaveforherisbeyondme.IstillloveherlikeIdid

theveryfirstmomentIlayedmyeyesonher,sureI



thoughtitwasalcoholbutdestinyprovedmewrong

overandoveragain.Sheliterallyshowedme

flames,there'sisnothinglikeawomenscorned.

Thisnurseisbusychangingmybandage,Iremember

thefirstfewdaysIcameaboutandrealisedhowbad

Iwas.IwantedtopukenotmentionthepainIfelt.

Havingaclothstuckonyouanditbeingpulledoffis

nochild'splay.TrustmeIknow.

"Becareful"Nkosenhleshouts,hehasbeenshouting

likethissincehecameback.

"Dondacalmdown"Ihissnotonlydirectedat

him,butalsothenursethisthingshurts.

"Howwhenthisuselessnurseishurtingyouandthat

crazyfianceofyourstriedtokillyou"hehaspacing

upanddown,ifIcouldIwouldthrowsomethingat

himjusttoshuthimup.

"GuardyourtongueNkosi"Isaysaysternly,my

brothertendstoforgetthatIamolderthanhim.

"Butbafothingscouldhavebeenworse"hehas

morecalmer."Idon'tthinkIlikeheranymore"he

sayswithasigh.



"She'snotyourstolikesoIreallydon'tcare,Ineed

youtofindherforme"helooksupandquickly

moveshiseyesaround."Babarefusestohelpme,he

thinksit'sabadidea""IamafraidIagreewith

Gxabhashe"hesayscomfortablyrestingonthechair.

"WellIdidn'taskforyouropinion,ItrustyouDonda

pleasefindherforme"hehuffsandmumursbefore

noddinghishead,IknewIcouldcountonhim.

"Ineverknewlovingsomeonecouldbethismessed

up,youguyswerehappyImeanshelovedyouorso

claimed"hesays,Ihatethathehassomuchanger

directedtowardPhiwo.

"Youwouldn'tunderstand,Iknowyouareangry.But

whenyoutrulylovesomeonethenyoulookpast

theirflawsandimperfections.Youlovethemeven

whentheyareattheirlowest.IlovePhiwokuhleandI

don'texpectyouorthewholefamilytounderstand.

Shetriedtokillmenotyou,she'swasnotintheright

stateofmind.She'sbeenthroughhellandIcheated

onherbreakingherheart"IclearmythroatbecauseI

feelhotandemotional."She'sthemotherofmykids

and



Iunderstandherandherpainmorethanyouwill

everknow"henarrowshiseyeslookingatme.

"Loveisn'tsupposedtohurtandwhatshedidis

crazy"hesays,clearlyheisadamantonmakingme

seehispoint..

"Bafolovedoesn'thurt,wemakeithurtbyhurtingthe

oneswelove.Wearedrivenbyinfatuationdisguised

aslove,wefeedeachotherliesandlack

communicationthenloveshurts"helooksatme

tiltinghishead.

"Whathasshedonetoyou"heask.

"Shelovedme"Isay,it'shardsayinglovedbecauseI

nolongerknowwhatshefeelsforme.

"Ihearyouanddon'tworry,Iwillfindher"Iknowheis

hesitantinallofthis,Imeanifsomecrazywomen

triedtoburnmylilBro.Iwouldn'tletitgoeither.

"TellMaIloveher"hefrownsjustabit.

"Ithoughtshewouldbecomingheretoseeyouafter

herchurchservice"hesays.

"Idon'tfeellikevisitorstoday"hesmiles.



"Andwhataboutbear"heasksinalowtone.

"Umthethowakhoawuzwawena"IaskNkosicanbe

apainsometimes.Ineedtimetothinkandfindways

tofixthingsbetweenMazwaneandI.

It'sbeenexactlytwomonthsandmywoundhas

beenhealingnicely,Ihaven'thadtimetothinkof

anythingelsethanmybabybear.Sheliveswithme

now,IfiguredsinceoneparentismissinginactionI

needtostepup.Iamthinkingofputtingatattoothat

willcovermywholearmallthewaytomychest,I

can'thavemydaughteralwaysaskwhathappened,I

don'twantherthinkinghermotherisabadperson.

Onthatnoteherpregnancyisgoingwellsofar,I

havebeenkeepingtabsonherNkosenhlecame

though.Ihavebeentakingpicturesofherfroma

distanceandshe'sbeautifulandshelookshappyI

think.IwishIwasnexttoherbutIalsounderstand

thatsheneedstoheal.

"Daddymyshoes"shescreamsfromherbedroom.I

walktoherbedroomandshe'sonthefloorwithboth



hershoeson.IJoinheronthefloor.

"What'swrong"hernoseisscrunchupandpuffs.

"Somethingiswrong"shesayspointingtoher

feet,shehastheshoesoncorrectlybutlacesare

tangledup.

"Idon'tseeanythingwrong"Itease,shestarts

sniffing.

"Ican'ttiemyshoes"shesaystearswellingupinher

eyes.

"Okayletdaddyhelpyou"Ifixthemuptyingthem

therightway.

"Thankyoudaddy"shesaysgivingmeahug.

"Arewegoingtoworktoday"Ishakemyhead.

"Daddyisgoingtoworkandyoubeararegoingto

grandpabearsplace"herfacelightsup,shestands

upandpacksherthings.

"WillIseemommytoday"sheasks,myheartsinks

howdoItellherno.ThisthingofPhiwobeinggoneis

messingupmybear.



"NottodayprincessbutauntAphiwewillbethere"

tearsfallasshesniffs.

"Ithinkmommydoesn'tloveusanymore"Ipick

up,sherestsherheadonmychest.

"Mommylovesusokay,shewillbebacksoonI

promise"shedoesn'tsayanythingbutcries,Ithink

it'stimePhiwocamehome.WehavehurtSiyaway

toomuch,subjectedhertowaytoomanyhospital

trips.

.

Phiwokuhle

It'sbeentwoorthreehorriblemonthsinthis

beautifulplace,allIhavebeengettingarephotosof

Siyamthanda.Iappreciatemyfatherandhissquad

forprotectingme,yesthat'swhatIcallthemnow

squad.Ihaven'tevenseenmyownmotherwhich

hurts.WhenIfirstgothereIrealisedIwasdrugged.I

wokeupscreamingmybabybearsnameandshe

wasn'there.thingsmustbehardforher,Iknowshe

missesmejustlikeImissher.Iprayeverydaythat



shedoesn'tthinkInolongerloveher,thatIleftherall

alone.

Ireallydon'tknowthisplacebutitsaholidayfamily

home,Itisbeautiful.andfullofflowers.Iamtheonly

personlivinghereandtheemployees.It'shighly

securedandprivate,Idon'thaveanycontactwiththe

otherside,butIknowSmisoisoutofthehospital

andhe'salive.

Istilllovethemanmorethananything,Imisshimso

much.Ourbabyisdoingfineandgrowing,Ialways

documenteverydayinthishouse.

BlaketogetherwithdoctorKhanhavebeendoingan

exceptionaljob.whenitcomestomyphysicaland

mentalhealth.Ifoundoutalotofthings,likethefact

thatIwasstillhurtingfromwhatSizwedidtome

thatIfinallysnapped.IpunishedSmisoforSizwe's

doings,Blakesaysmymindhasbeenatickingtime

bomb,waitingforsomethingbadtohappensoI

couldprotectmyself.HesaysIshouldn'tblame

myselfbuthowwhenIalmosttooksomeone'slife.

ThingsarecalmerthoughIfeelatpeace,Ihavebeen

doingexercisesthathelpmecopeandmeditation.I



knowIcan'tcontrolthepast,butIcanworkon

buildingamorestableandbeautifulfuture.

"Sisithiscameforyou"MamSophiesaysgivingme

apackage.

"ThankyouMa"shesmilesandsitsdown.

"HowareyoufeelingtodaySisi"sheasksbrushing

myback.IcriedforthefirstmonthIgothereandshe

washerewithmealltheway.

"ImisshomeMa,Imissmydaughterandmyhus.."I

smileuponrealisingwhatIwasabouttosay.

"Don'tworrySisieverythingisgoingtobeokay"she

sayswrappingherarmsaroundme.

Ilookatthepackage,andIknowitcomesfromDad.

Heistheonlyonewhosendsmepackagesandgifts.

It'saphoneandanoteonthebox.

"Switchiton"thenotesaysfinallyIgettocallMama

andhearmybaby'svoice.

ThescreensaverisSiyaandSmiso.Ilookatitover

andoveragain.Irunmyfingeracrossthescrean

touchingherface.Abeepingsounddisturbsmy



moment,it'samassage.

"WemissyouMazwane"it'ssays,myheartbeats

fasterthanitshould.Howdidhefindme.Ilook

aroundandthere'snooneinsight.Myhandsstart

sweatingIreallywanttoreplybutfearhasmebythe

balls.

Itringsand"Makhathini"appearsonthescreen,tears

comegushingdownitringstillitstops.

"BambaucingoPhiwoplease"thetextsays.Ican't

notafterwhatIdidtohim.

"TherearevideoandpicturesofNtokozoyami,Ihope

youlovethem"itreads,Iscrollthoughthepictures

andmybabypopsup.TodayIsleepahappymother

allbecauseofMakhathini.

.....

Istartedtheweekonabusynotepleasebearwith

me.



LoveandLight

[7/9,07:12]Lynne:#40

Makhathini

It'struewhentheysayneverjudgeapersonuntilyou

havewalkedamileintheirshoes,oratleasttriedto.

Idoubtsomewouldsurvivethiswalk,Ihavealways

lookedatmyparentsandwonderedwhathaskept

themgoing.Andmymotherwouldsay

"Love,respect,commitment,communication,patience

andGod"thosethingskeptthemgoing.Iwanttobe

themanmyfatheris,Idon'twanttoeverdisappoint

myfamily.livingwithSiyahastaughtmealotof

things,firstlynoliquidsbeforebedtimeorelseshe

wakesmeupinthemiddleofthenightbecauseshe

wantstopee.Isingalongtoeverydesneyprincess

dvdshehas.Ihavebeenworkingfromhomejustto

bewithhermore,IamalsogladElihlemovedinjust

tohelparoundwhenIamnothome.

Theycomebackcarryingplasticsandablackpaper



bag.

"What'sthat"IasklookingatElihle.

"Toiletriesbhuti"shesayslookingatSiya.

"Babawhydidn'tyoucomewithus,Malumebought

meicecream"shesayswrappinghertinyhands

aroundmyneck.IfeelmybloodboilElihlewillgetit

today.Iwalkclosertowhereshe'sstanding,and

inspecttheplastic.Ifindjunkfoodandthepaperbag

she'sholding.

"Give"sheshakesherhead,IputSiyadownandask

again.

"Ididn'taskforit,Iswear"shesays.

Iopenthethepeperbag,it'shasaniPhonegreyin

colour.

"Siyacloseyourears"shegigglesandputsonehand

oneitherside

"FirstitwasyourNgudustuntsnowaphone,what

nextababy"Iask.Elihleistooyoungtobedating

ngeke.

"Pleasedon'ttellonme"shepleads.



"IfIeverfindoutthatyouaredating,Iwillkillthat

boyfriendofyoursandnoonewilleverfindhim"she

looksscarredenoughtostopthisdatingcrap.

"Iswearhe'sjustafriendbhuti"shesays.

"Idon'tcare,maybeIshouldtellBabaaboutthis"her

eyessuddenlygetglossy.

"BabawillkillmeandIwon'tforgiveyou"shepleads

withherhandstogether.

"Thenstayawayfromthepoorboy"Shenods,Iturn

myfocusonSiyawhoissmiling.

"Openyouearsbear"shedoesthatandlaughs

lookinguptome.

"Didyouhearanything"Iaskgoingtoherlevel.

"Nodaddy"shesaysandgigglesafter

Iknowpeoplefindithardtounderstand,howa

personwhousedtokillforahobbyeverlovebutit's

true.Ilovemyfamilyandthenthereaspecialplace

inmyheartreservedformyloveandourkids.I

woulddieforthemandIwouldkillforthem.



"Bafoyoulookdeepinthoughtnje"Vusisays

snappinghisfingers,hearrivedaftermytalkwith

ElihleandSiya.

"IwasjustthinkingaboutMakaSiyaandwhatshe's

doingtoday"henodsVusihasbeenwithmethrough

allmyshadythings.

"IunderstandyouMakhathini"hesaysrubbinghis

forehead.

"Girlfriendproblem"Iask.

"EishrememberthatgirlItoldyouabout,theonei

wasgivingittoooccasionally"Ican'thelpbutlaugh.

"Whatabouther"heshakeshishead.

"It'sAphiwe"hesaysgettinghimselfadrink.

"NgyamfunaBafobutIcan'thelpbutwonderifshe

hascrazyburninggenestoo"hesayswitha

sigh,nowIhavehearditall.

"Makhathinithisisserious"Ilookathimandlaugh

alloveragain.

"Idon'tknowaboutburningpeoplebutshe's

hardcoreandcrazy"Isayhonestly,Aphiweisnotjust



anyordinarywomen.

"Umangishangiyasha"IknowwhathemeansbutI

needtohearhimsayit.

"Meaning"Iask.

"Iloveherbafoandshe'sgoingtobemine"hesays

withasmirk,Istandupandgivehimahandshake

he'sonebraveman.IknowVusiandhe'sa

womaniser,Aphiwewillchophisassupshouldhe

misbehave.

IwalkVusioutandcomebacktofindSiyainfrontof

thetvwithacombIherhand,Ibreathejustfora

momentandwalktowardsher.

"Andthen"Iaskpointingatthecomb.

"Daddypleasedomyhair"shesayspullingtothe

couch.She'sgotlongbeautifulhairlikehermother.

"Siyayourhairisfine"Ipointouttheobvious.Idid

herhairearlyinthemorning.

"Iwanttwomoreponytails"whatthiskidthough.



"Fine"shehappilysitsdown,Istartdoingher

hair,doingfourponytailsandplaitthem.Goodwe

nowhavefournaturalbraids.

"Ilooklikemommy"shesayslookingatherselfin

themirror.sheturnsandthrowsherselfinmyarms.

"IloveyouBear"shewigglesoutofmyhold.And

runssayingshewantstoshowheraunt.

Earlymorningsaretheworst,todayIhaveameeting

andElihleisgoingtoschool,Ican'treallycallmy

parentstoPhiwo'sthosepeoplearebusy.AndIhave

afeelingAphiweiswithVusi.Takingabaththen

havingtohelpSiyaistoomuch,Isalutewomen

shamefordoingthiseverydayinfactforbeing

mother'sandmuchmore.

"Baba"sheshouts,Iwalkoutofmyclosetandshe's

standingtheredoingnothing.

"Whyaren'tyoudressed"shehasherarmsfolded.

"MysocksBaba"shesaysinherangelicvoice,Ireally

can'tshoutnowit'smyfault.Ihelphergetdressed



thenputonmyshoes.

She'swearingblackpantswithawhitecollart-shirt

andwhitesneakers.Iamwearingablackformal

fittingpantswithawhiteshirt.Isnapafewpictures

andsendthemtoPhiwo

"Goingtoworkwemissyou"Isaypressingsend.

"Youtwolookadorable"shereplies

Idecidenottoprobeanyfurther,ourchatsarejust

thatmemissingher,andherkeepingthingssubtle.

Weeatsomeporridgebeforegoingtowork.

IarrivelateformymeetingwithJosh,Ipassby

PamelaandaskhertolookafterSiyamthandafor

me.

ThemeetingcommencesbetweenJoshandI,till

Siyabargesinwalkingslowlytome.

"ExcusemeJosh"Isay.

"It'sokayNkosi"hesayspolitely.

Siyacomesaroundtomyside,pullsmetoherlevel.

"DaddyIneedtogo"shewhisperslookingatJosh



whoisstiflingalaugh.

"Butmymeetingisnotover"Isay.shepullsmeclose

again.

"Ineedtopee"shesayssoftly,Ijumpuppickingher

up.

"It'sokayIwillbewaiting"Joshsayssmiling.

.

Phiwokuhle

Imissmyfamilymorethananything,infactIamsick

ofthisplace.Babaandhissquadcametocheckup

onme,Itoldthemaboutthephonewhichwasn't

muchofasurprise.Apparentlytheyknewhewould

findmeitwasjustamatteroftime.

Blakesaidit'samatteroftimebeforeIgohome,he

saysIambetterandmystateofmindismoreclear.

Ithinkhehasbecomemoreofafriendthanashrink.



Mybabyisgrowingandit'squiteamazinghowone

kickcouldmakeyoucryinstantly,Aweekago

MakhathinisentmepictureofhimandSiyagoingto

work.IamgreatfulthataftereverythingIhavedone

hestillseesmefittobepartofourdaughter'slife.

IregretwhatIdid,becausemybehaviourhasmade

melosetimewithmybabygirl,IfeelguiltythatIam

bondingwithmySonwhilemydaughterisfarfrom

me.

MamSophiehasgoneouttogetafew

essentials,thatwomenhasbeenagodsent.

Iwalkaroundinthehouseaimlessly,Iknowevery

connerofthishouse,butit'snothome.

Idecidetotakeaswim,it'srelaxingandagood

exercise.ImissSmisoandhisbackrubs.Iclosemy

eyesimagininghimmakinglovetomebutflashesof

mepouringhimwithpetrolcomeup.

"Dammit"Icurse,gettingoutofthepool.

BlakesaidIneedtoseeSmiso,Seeinghimwillhelp

myhealingprocess.



Iwalkbackintothehouseandjustthen,thedoorbell

rings.itmustbeMamSophie,Itakeatowelwiping

myselfupallthewaytothedoor.

Iopenupandalmostpeeonmyselfthereheis

standingtallandhandsome,he'swearingbrown

fittingpantsandawhiteshirt,brownman'sshoes

withatintofblack.Hisshirtisnotnotbuttonedall

theway,hereallylooksgoodIcantellhehasbeen

workingout.

"Smiso"Imanagetosay.

"Mazwane"hesays.

..........

Loveandlight

Yoursupportishighlyappreciated,wehaveanew

storycomingafterthisone.Justdon'thaveatitle

yet
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Phiwokuhle

Wehavebeenstandinghereforatleastmorethan

tenminutes,mytearsstreaminglikethemighty

Zambeziriver.Itfeelsliketimehascometoastand

stillandonlyhimandIexist,IwishIknewwhatto

saybutIamtonguetied.Heisalsojuststanding

theresayingnothinghistearsarefreelyflowing.Am

Ievenallowedtohughimoristhatnotpermitted.

Helookssogoodthatcryingshouldn'tbepartofhis

demeanour.Ican'tbelievehe'sstandingrightin

frontofme,thathesurvivedIsuddenlywantto

run,butimagineapregnantpenguinlookalikewomen

running,thatcouldneverbemeandbesideIam

drainedfrommywaterexercise.ByGod'sgrace

Mam'Sophieappearsbehindhim.

"Hawunamaemnyangonjenganezami"shesays

softly.Ithankmyancestorsandthemosthighfor

herarrival.

"It'smyfaultma,Ijustcameannouncedpleaselet

mehelp"hesayssubtlywipinghistears,thenhelping



herwiththeplastics.Iclosethedooronceweall

insideandwipemyowntears.

"Pleasegetdressedsisi,youbeingcoldandnakedis

notgoodforthebaby"shesayslookingatmyhalf

nakedness.SheturnsherfocustoMakhathini,Ifeel

theneedtoexplainwhothehandsomestrangeris.

"OhMathisismyhus....Imeanthisis

Siyamthanda'sfather"shesmileslookingatSmiso.

"Nicetomeetyoundodana"Smisoextendshishand

butshegoesforahug.

"Kubongaminama"hesaysreturningthehug.Idon't

knowifIshouldwalknoworwaittillhehassettled.

"Don'tworryIwilltakecareofhim"shesaysalready

heatingupthekettle.Iwalktomybedroomandtake

alongshower,Withsomuchgoingthroughmy

mind,Whyishehere,whatamIsupposedtosayto

him.IstilllovehimmorethananythingbutIam

scared,Ididn'tthinkhewouldcometomyhideout

place.Ifinishupandwearmygreytracksuitsand

walkbacktothekitchen.

Ifindthemindeeplaughter,Idon'twanttointrude



andbesideswhatcanIpossiblysaytotheman.I

slowlywalkbackdoingthewalkofshame.

"Habenayiimihlolacomeandjoinus"Mam'Sophie

says,wavingherhand.Ilookbackandtheyareboth

staring,Ican'tkeepitlockedmylipsstarttrembling

andtearsfollow.Ipullonmylowerlipbitingon

it,thisshouldhelpmecrylessbutinsteadIshake

moreandcrylouder.He'sbesidesmeinseconds,he

hesitatesforawhileIcanseethehurtinhiseyes.

Butheeventuallypullsmeintohischest.Iholdhim

tightsobbinginhisarms.

"Iamsosorry,MakhathiniIamtrulysorryngyaxolisa"

Iwishthingswerethatsimple,sayingsorryinas

manylanguagesasyoucanthenbeforgiven.

"Iwillgiveyousomeprivacy"MamSophiesays

walkinginthedirectionofherroom.

"Pleaseforgiveme"Isaymyvoicebreakingthrough

aloudsob,hecontinuesbrushingmybackcalming

medown.

"Mazwanepleasecalmdownbandla"hesayspulling

away,justwhenIthinkIhaverunoutoftearsthey



comefloodingdownwhenIseetearsinhiseyes.

"SmisoIamsorry,youhavetobelieveme"heholds

melettingmecrytillIcan'tanymore.Hepullsmeto

theloungeandwipesmytears,ifitwasthegood

timeshewouldlickthemthat'showcrazyheis.

Wesitinawkwardsilence,Idon'thaveanywordsto

makehimunderstandhowsorryIam.

"Youhavealwaysbeenasoftie"hesaysprobably

tryingtobreakthesilence.

"Iguessso,rememberwhenItoldyouungangilimazi

kakhuluIamsensitive"helaughsandmystomach

turns,Istillgetbutterfliesbyjustbeingwiththeman.

"Andyouweredrunkatthetime"hesayslikehe's

thinking,Iremembersoberingupwhenheentered

me,Irememberalotofthingsfromthatnight.Two

strangerswhohadjustmetbutitfeltlikewehad

knowneachotherforalongtime.Wedriftbacktoa

morecomfortablespaceofsilence,tillMamSophie

callsmyname.

"CanIhelpyouwithanythingMa"shesmiles

shakingherhead.



"Awsisihe'shandsome"shesayshappilydishingup.

"ThankyouMa"Isay.

"Andstopcryingit'snotgoodforthelittleone,you

shouldbehappythathe'shere"shesays.Ifonlyshe

knewthedamageihavedonetoourrelationship.

"Nowgoandgivehimwatertowashhishands"she

saysgivingasmallbasin,Imakemywaytohimhe

washeshishandsandwipesthemup.

Icomebackwithatraythathastwoplatesonewith

riceandlambstew.Minehasafistfillofpapand

lotsofmeat.

"Masaidgoodnight"Isaydiggingin.

"Okay"that'sallhesays,Iwatchhimtakesmallbites

onhisplatewhichisstrangebecauseusuallyhis

platewouldbehalffull.

"Iseverythingokay"Iask..

"Yeseverythingisfine"webotheat,Ifinishupfirst

andeyehisplate.

"Iwon'tfinishtheplatepleasehelp"hesays,Ijoin

himandwetacklehisplatetogether.afterallthathe



helpsmewiththedisheshehasn'tsaidanything

sincetheplatething.Hehasn'tevenaskedaboutour

babylittlerascalhasn'tevenkickedtoday,heonly

movedonceinthemorningnje.

"IthinkIshouldgotobednow"henodswalkingme

tomyroom.ThingsarenotreallytensebutIdon't

wanttoforcethem.

Islipintomysilkpyjamashortsswitchoffthelights

andandgetintomybed.

It'sstillearlyIknowbutIjustcouldn't,ImeanIam

hypocriteweareunderoneroomandIcan'teven

talkaboutthefire,alousysorryisallIcould

compose.

Ihearthedooropenandclose,thenhimgetting

insidethebed.Hecuddlesupagainstme.

"Ican'tsleep"hesays.

"Iknowthefeeling"Isay,hesighsandputshishand

onmybelly.Thislittlerascalstartskickinglikecrazy

andthisthinghurts.

"Canyoufeelthat"Iknowit'sastupidquestion.



"Thoseareseriousmoves,howarethingsisthebaby

okay"heasksstillbrushingmybelly.

"Everythingisfine,Ihaveanappointmenttomorrow

withdoctorKhan"hegoesquiet.

"How'sisSiya,IreallymissherIdidn'tmeantoleave

ourbaby.Ijustwasn'tokayandafterwhatIdidto

youtryingtokillyoulikethat.IamsorryandIhope

youfindityourhearttoforgiveme,Iambetternow.

EverythingIdidwasbecauseIhadn'thealedfrom

whatthatmonsterputmethrough.Itookoutallmy

hatredandhurtonyou,Imadeyoupayforhissins,I

willneverforgivemyselfforwhatIdid.Ihatemefor

tryingtotakeyouawayfromyourfamilyandkids."

he'sstillquiet."Pleasesaysomething"

"Idon'thatesthandwasamandiunderstand,though

Imaynevergetwhyyouwentaboutthingstheway

youdid.ButIcouldneverhateyou,IthoughtIwould

hateyouandwanttotakethekidsawayfromyou"

hesayssoftlylaughing.

"IamsorryforsleepingwithSthembi,itwasaonce

ofthingnotthatitmakesitokay.Ifailedtoloveyou



andremainfaithfulngyaxolisa.MazwaneIforgave

youlongbeforeyoulitthatmatchstix"Idon'tknow

howhecouldjustforgivemelikethat.

"Why"Iask.

"BecauseIloveyou"hesays.Iknowwehaven'treally

ironedoutthingsbutthisisastart.Hisphonerings

andheswitchesonthelights,heputsthecallon

speaker.

"Elihleissomethingwrong"heasks.

"Bhutiyourdaughterdoesn'twanttosleepbefore

shetalkstoyou"shesays,IguessElihleis

babysitting.

"Pleasegiveherthephone"wehearsomeshuffling

thenhervoicebreaksthrough.

"Daddy"shesayssweetly.

"Whyaren'tyousleeping"heasks.

"Babaubuyanin"sheasks,Iknowmydaughteris

goodwithdeflecting.

"Siya"hesaystryingtobestern.



"Daddyhaveyoutakenyoursweets"sheasksinher

angelicvoice,IseeasmileonSmiso'sface.

"IcompletelyforgotBear"hesayslaughingforsome

reasonIfeelleftout.

"Youknowwhydaddyforgottotakehissweets"he

asks.

"Becausedaddyisgettingoldlikebothmymkhulu's"

shesayslaughing,Iwonderwhatsweetsaretheyon

about.

"Nobecausedaddyiswithmommyrightnow"she

screamssomuchmyheartmelts.

"Mommy"Iclosemyeyesandwipemytearsdamn

thesehormones.

"Heybabybear"shegoesquietandElihleisonthe

phoneonceagain.

"Sisiisthatreallyyou"

"Yesit'sme,whereSiya"Iask.

"ShejustranoutbutIcanfetchher"

"It'sokayshe'sprobablyoverwhelmedand



upset,pleasekisshergoodnightforme"

"Okaysisi"shesaysendingthecall.

"Shehatesme"Isay,lookingatSmiso.

"Shewouldneverhateyou,shejustneedstoseeyou

andfeellovedbyyouthat'sall"hesaysputtinghis

armoverme.Damnmeburninghimmusthave

madehimdosomeseriousintrospection.Ialso

wanttoknowaboutthesweetsbutIchoosetomind

myown.

.

Iwakeuptoanemptysideofthebed,thecurtains

areopenandsomeairiscomingin,Iwalktothe

bathroomdomybusinessandtakeaquickshower.I

wearblackjeggingsayellowhoodyandslippers.

"Goodmorning"Isayreachingforthechair.

"Morning"theysimultaneouslysay.Ilookatthetable

andthere'smorehealthystuffthangreasytastyone.

"Undodanamadeusthishealthybreakfast"Ilazily

smile,Ihaveeatenwaytomuchfruitandmueslito

lastmealifetimengikahlewiththattypeoffood.I



eatjustnotwantingtoberude.

"Icouldmakeyousomethingelse"heoffers.

"Thatwouldbegreat,canyoupleasemakeme

pancakeswithplentybaconandsyrup"hesmiles

standingup.Ican'twaittotearthosepancakesapart.

HefinishesfasterthanIthought,heplacestheplate

beforemeandforthefirsttimeIseetheoutcomeof

myactions.He'swearingalongsleevet-shirtbut

haspulleditupalmostallthewayhiselbow.Istare

probablylongerthanIshould.

"Pleaseeat"hesayspullinghissleavedown,Ioblige

andeatthoughmyheartisnolongerhere.

"Ndodanawhathappenedtoyourarm"MamSophie

asks,shewasneverreallytoldthereasonIcame

here.

"Itriedtokillhimbyburninghimalive"Ijumpin

savinghimfromhavingtoexplain.

ShelooksshockedIknowit'ssoundsevil.

"IamsorryIdidn'tknow"shesaysnotmovingher

eyesfromSmiso."Andyouhaveforgivenher"she



saymoreofastatementthanaquestion..

"IwasneverangryMa"hesaypolitely.

"Icantell,youreyesspeakforthemselves"shesays

smiling."YoutwofinishupdoctorKhanwillbehere

anymomentnow"shesaysalreadystandingup.

IeatwithSmisowatchingmeandholdingmyone

hand.

Webothfinishupandgositinthelongue,tillKhan

arrives.

IknowthedrillIhavedonethiscountlesstimes

beforebutit'safirstforSmiso.

Iremovemytopandlieonthebed,heputsthecold

gooeyjell.

"Iseeyourhusbandishere"hesayshappyasalways.

"Hearrivedyesterday"Isay.

"Welllet'sseewhatthislittlefellowisuptoo"he

saysrunningthemachineonme.

"Okaylovelypeoplethisisyourbabyhealthyand

alive"hesayspointingatthescreen,wehearthe



heartbeat.

"Areyousureeverythingisokay"Smisoasks.

"YesIam,sheiscomingalonggreatsoonyouwill

haveabouncingbaby"hesayswipingitoff.

"Tillwemeetnexttime"hesayspackingup,Smiso

walkshimoutandIheadforthecouchandremote.

Hecomesbackandtakesmyfeetintohishands,he

startsmassagingthem.

ImoanlouderthanIshould,hishandsaredoingme

good.Iopenmyeyesandhe'sstaringclosely,he

movescloserandcarresesmycheeksrunninghis

fingerallthewaytomylipspartingthem.Islowly

suckonhisthumbyesesthethirstymommyinmeis

slowlywakingup.

Hemovescloserandpartsmylipsusinghisand

slowykissesme.hepullsawayandsmiles."Wemiss

you"hesaysmovinghiseyestohisbulgingtrouser.I

blushlookingawayit'sbeenmonthssinceIhave

beenintimate.Heliftsmeupandwalkstomy

bedroom,heundressesmeandleavesonlymy

undieshecupsmybreastandgentlysuckson



them.hecomesuptomyfaceandkissesmeallover

again.Islowlyremovehist-shirt,hecloseshiseyes

andbreathesheavily.Hischestisburntitgoesupall

thewaytohisnecklineandcurvesgoingtohisarm,I

gaspbecauseofshock.

"Iamplanningongettingatattoo"hesays,Iknow

Smisoandhe'snotreallyatattooperson.Ikisshim

fromhisnavaltochesthetriestostopmebuti

soldieron.

"IloveyouMakhathini"Iproceedtokisswherehe's

burnt.

Wearebothnakedonthebed,hegoesdownonme

andtakesmetoheaven.Histonguesplayswithmy

clit,hisfingersrubonitwhilehistonguedipsinand

outofmyvigina.Icomealloverhisfaceit'sariver

downthere,heinsertshisfingerinsidemeand

anotherhemovesthem.Imoanmeetinghimhalf

way,hepullsthemout.

"No..No..no"hechucklesandallofmewants

him.Heplayswithhimselfandrubsthetipofhis

penisonmyentrance,Ikeeppushingmyselftowards



him.heeventuallypusheshimselfinsideme,Iwince

justalittlehegroansinpleasurebutpullsout.This

manisplayingwithfireIsee,hekeepspullinginand

outtillhethrustinfully.hestaysinmeandmoves

slowlymakinglovetome,he'sstrokesareslowand

precise.Iknowhe'sthinkingaboutthebabyhence

thissweetamazingbeautifulmoment.

Iholdhimtightmyfingersdigingintohisarms,his

bodygoesstiffwebothcome.

Hestaysinsidemestilltwitchingandgroaning.

"IloveyouSmiso"hepullsoutandcollapsesnextto

me,Icatchmybreathlayingonhischest.

"IloveyouPhiwokuhle"hesayskissingmyforehead.

"Ngikufunangemuva"hesaysgentlypromtingmeto

turn,heliftsmylegandpusheshimselfin,youknow

thatfeelingthattravelsthroughyourwhole

body,whenthemanyoulovetouchesyoulikeno

otherandmakessweetlovetoyou.Itmakesyou

wanttostandontopofthemountainandscream,go

backtogetmoreandcomebacktoscreamagain.



.

Makhathini

ThishasbeenoneamazingdayIdidn'tplanon

makinglovetoher,yesImissedherbutIjustwanted

toseeandholdher.Imissedherscentandbeautiful

eyes.Iliftherheadupgettingoutofthebed,we

madeloveandtherainstartedpouringheavily.Iam

gladitdidbecausemywomencanscream,Iwas

evenafraidMamSophiewouldhearhercallingmy

name,callingoutGodandsayingfuckinone

sentence.

Iwalktotheslidingdoor,thesunisslowlycoming

throughtheclouds.Iopenonesideandthecold

breazyaircomesin,myaimistowakeherupsowe

canseethesunandrainbowtogether.Sheopens

hereyesandyawnslookingup,she'snakedsoI

dressherupinmyt-shirt.

"Iamhungry"shesayskissingme.



"Comeandsee"Ipullhertotheoutside,shesmiles

whensheseestherainbow.

"Uthingolwenkosazane"shesays,hereyesbeaming

withjoy.Iwrapmyarmsaroundherwaist,thebaby

startsmoving.

"WeshouldnameourbabyThingo"Isayburying

myselfinherneck.

"Areyouserious,thedoctorsaidit'saboynje"she's

says.

"Ifit'sagirlthenwewon'tchangeit,butifit'saboy

thenwecannamehimThingoluhleorThingolwethu"

shelaughssoftly,Iknowwecouldneverclaimthe

rainbowbuthewillbeourrainbow.

"IlovethemSmiso"shesaysturningtokissme.

"Why"she'sasks.

"Whywhat"Iaskwithafrown.

"Whytherainbowoutofallthings"sheaskssmiling.

"BecausethefirstnightIsawyou,therainbowalso

appeared,thedaySiyawasbornitwasalsothere

andrememberouroutsiderestaurantrainfight,it



wasalsothere.Noteveryonegetstoseeit,itsrare

andbeautuful,andit'saonceinalifetime

opportunityfortwopeoplewholoveeachotherto

seeittogethersomanytimes.Evenintherainiestof

daysthesunwillcomeandthemostbeautifulof

thingswillhappen.IloveyouPhiwokuhleZwane"I

wipehertearsandkissherlips.

"IloveyoutooNkosinathiSmisokuhleXulu"She

saysstilllookingintomyeyes,ifthere'severone

thingIdidrightinthislifething,Islovingthiswomen

andmakingherthemotherofmykids.

"Let'schangeclothessowecangoandeat"she

nodspullingmebymyhand.

WewalltothekitchenfindingMamSophiewatching

TV.

"Ishouldbuyearplugswhatdoyouguysthink"she

askslaughing.

"HawuMa"Phiwosaysblushing,Imovetothekitchen

andgetaglassofwater.

"Arethosepills"sheasksstartlingme.



"No.."shefrowns."Imeanyesheadachepill

sthandwasam"Isay.

"Canyoupleasegivemesome"MamSophiesays.

"ThatwasthelasttwoMa"Isay,myeyesfixedon

Phiwokuhle.

.......
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Phiwokuhle

IfthisisdestinyatitsbestthenIamhappy.Iam

happyithaschosenthismantobemy

everything.Wehavespentaweekcagedupinherein



houseandIhavegainedmoreweight.Smisojoined

meonmysessionswithBlake,onlythistimehe

contributedtotheconversation.Mugooddoctor

saidhewouldreferhimtoaverygoodfriendofhis.

Iappreciateeverythinghehasdoneforme,weare

connectednowmorethaneverthatfearcreepsin.I

can'timaginelifewithouthim,yesyouheardrightthe

samemanItriedtoremoveyesthatone.Ican'tlive

withouthim.Ihaverealisedthatlovegoesway

deeperthanjustsaying"Iloveyou".Therearetoo

manyimportantaspectsinitincluding"Iamsorry

andIforgiveyou"thosewerewordsmymotheronce

saidtome,andIwillforeverbegreatful.

IthinkSmisoisdrainedhemaynotsayit,butIknow

himhelookswornout.IknowIamnotmaking

senseheishappybuttiredandIdon'tknowwhy.I

findhimsleepingonthecouchwithhislaptopstill

on,hemusthavefallenasleep.Iclearhisthingsup

andgentlyshakehim.

"Baby"heopenshiseyes,andallIseearehispale

eyes.



"Hey"hesaysclosingthemagain.

"Smisovuka"heslightlyopensthemupandsmiles.

"Howfararelongarewe"heasksoutoftheblue.

"37weeks"Isayproudly,Ihavecomealongway

securingthispreciouscargo.

"Nosthandwasamsticktomonthsplease"hesays

laughing.

"Okayweareofficially7monthspregnant"hesitsup

straightandbrushesmystomach.

"Daddywillberightheretoseeyouarrive,Ican'twait

toseeThingo"hesayskissingmybelly,hesounds

andlooksemotional.

"Babyareokay"henodskissingmycheek,hegoes

backtohisslumberandhereIwasthinkinghe

wouldwantsex.Isnuggledupclosetohim,that'sall

Iwantrightnowhimholdingmeandnotlettinggo.I

suddenlyfeelthisheavyauraweighingheavilyon

me,IamnotstrongenoughnottocrysoIletthe

tearsfall.Ialsofeelnervousforsomereason.This

feelingoverwhelmsmethatwitheachtearsobs



form.

"Phiwokuhlewhat'swrongisitthebaby"heasks

hurriedly.Ishakemyheadcountlesstimes.

"Okaythenwhat'swrong"heasksinapanicked

voice.

"MyheartisheavySmiso"Isaycryingeven

more.MamSophiecomesrunning.

"What'swrongndodana"sheaskscomingcloser.

"Shegetslikethiswhenshefeelssomething"he

sayscalmly.heisstillholdingmetightnotlettinggo.

"Iwillgethersomewater"shesayssprintingtothe

kitchen.

"Calmdownandbreathe"hesaysbreathingwith

me,Ieventuallycomedownafterwhatseemslike

forever.

"Everythingisgoingtofine,Iloveyouforever

mine,foreverthine,foreveroursremember"hesays

thatwithsomuchlove,Iclingontohimfordearlife.

"Rememberphiwo"hesaysslightlyshakingme.



"Iremember"Isaysniffling,hekissesthetoppartmy

headandlet'sgo.

"Iamgoingbackhometoday,Siyaneedsatleastone

ofushomeandIneedtocatchuponwork"hesay

avoidingeyecontact.

"WecouldjustbringSiyahereorbetteryetletme

comewithyou"Iinsistonthelatterbutheshakes

hishead.

"Youknowthat'simpossible,you'reonlycoming

homenextmonth,thatwayyoucangivebirthat

home"hesayscalmly.

"ButIdon'twantyoutogo"hesmilesliftingme.

"HowaboutImakeyoufeelbetterbeforeIgo"he

sayskissingme,Iwanttoinsistoncomingwithhim

butfirstlyIneedtogetsomesugar.

.

Hewasn'tlyingwhenhesaidhe'sleaving,hegaveit

meinalltheconersofthishousewepractically

christenedthehouse.MamSophiedecidedtoleave

usaloneherexactwordwere"Ngiyabonasenifuna



ukuhlohlozaamachips"shetookherbagand

left,thanksheavenshecamebackafterwewere

longdone.

Imisshimalready,Ieventookoneofhist-shirt

whichIamwearingtoday.

MamSophiehasbeenbusysinceearlymorningthe

squadisonitswayhere,Ireallydon'tfeellike

company.

"Areyouokaysisi"sheaskstakingasipofher

coffee,howImissthetasteofcoffeebeansdancing

onmytongue.

"IjustmissSmisomathat'sall"shenodstaking

anothersip.

"Heisgoodboyandhelovesyou"shesayswitha

smile."Isawthewayhelookedatyou,loveisa

beautifulthing"shesays.

"Whenisbabagettinghere"Iask.

"AnymomentnowIhopehebringshisfriendsphela

Icooked"shesaysbeaming,Ihopeshe'snoteyeing

oneofthesemen.twoofthemaremarriedandthe



otherisjustnotsuitableformyMamSophie.

"Uphekenintombi"Iaskrubbingmyhandstogether.

"It'sforourguestsbehave"shesayspointinga

fingeratme.Iknowthere'sUsu(tripe)inoneofthe

pots,somelambstewanddumplings.Allofthatfor

thosepeoplelifeisnotfairshame.

WehearlaughterandIjustknowmygranpais

here.Theyappearwearingshortsandgolft-shirts

mxmwhathappenedtobeingold.

"Baba"Iruntohimalmostknockinghimout.

"IseeIwasmissed"hesaysbalancinghimself.

"OfcourseImissedyoubaba"myvoiceisoverly

excited,Ijustmisshomeandseeinghimlessensthe

longing.

IpullawayandgreatMrSibekoandBabXulu.They

settledownandMamSophieoffersthemfoodand

drinks.

Icanseetheyintendonfinishingallthisfoodasif

theirwivesdon'tcook.

Iwalkouttothepoolaftercatchingupwiththe



squad,theyseemlikeoldfriendsbutIwoulddare

askmyfather.

Isitonthesideofthepoolwithmyfeetdangling

inside.SkhumbuzojoinsmewellInowcallhimBab

Sibeko.

"Idon'tthinkthat'sgoodforthebaby"hesaysjoining

me.

"Iknow"Isaynotevensure.

"Nicet-shirtyouhavethere"hesays.

"Smisowashere"Isaypullingitovertomynose

sniffingtheinside.

"Youmisshim"heasks.Inodmyheadfreely.

"CanIaskyouaquestion"henods.

"HowareyourelatedtomyfamilyandtheXulu's"he

frownsbutquicklysmilesnonetheless

"DoyoureallywanttoknowwhoIam"heaskswith

adifferenttonemorechilling.

"Iwouldn'taskifIdidn'twantthetruth"Isaymy

voicetakingasuddensharptone.



"It'sbestyoudon'tknow"hesays.

"Ithinksotoo"Ilookathim,asaflashofsadness

passesthroughhisface.

"Butshouldyoueverneedanythingletmeknow,Iwill

alwaysbearound"hesayswalkingaway.

Idon'tknowwhat'sthestorywiththisman,andI

probablyneverwill.Buthehasproventobeoneof

thoseintheshadowangels,lookingoveryouand

readytoprotectyou.

.

Makhathini

It'sbeentwodaystobeexactandImissherterribly,

there'sadifferencebetweenseeingapersonand

callingthem,theweekIspentwithPhiwowas

amazing.Igottomakelovetoheroverandover

again.Wespokeandforlongesttimeinour

relationshipIwasatpeacebecausemywomenwas

happy.Youcantellbylookingatherthatsomuch



haschanged.Thatshe'smorestrongerthanbefore.

Ithinkbeingawayreallydidhergood.

UlwandlebyDumiMkokstardisplayingwhileSiya

saysherendlesshallelujahs,makingmelaughtill

tearscomeout.EversinceIgotdischargedfromthe

hospital,Icamebackadifferentman.

"Daddychurchwasnicetoday"shesaysclapping

herhands.

"Iknowbear"Isaykeepingmyeyesontheroad.

"Areyoucryingbaba"sheasks.

"Daddyisjustlaughingthat'sall"shenodsthen

startslaughing.

"Andwhyareyoulaughing"Iask.

"BecauseyouarelaughingandIdon'twantyouto

laughalone"shesayssweetly,Imustbeonelucky

mantohavesuchanamazingextraordinarybabygirl.

"Iloveyouprincess"

"AndIlovetoodaddyohandmommy,Ilovemy

mommysomuch"shesayshappily.



Idrivehomelisteningtotheradio,becausemy

humanonehasdecidedtofallasleep,butIdon't

blameherbeinghyperlikethatrequiresenergy.

IdriveinandthefirstcarIseeisNkosenhle's.He

comesoutofthehouseassoonasIgetoutofmy

car.

"Bafo"Isay.hedoesn'tsayanythingbutlooksatme

instead.

"Nkosenhleawunamadlebeyini"Iask.

"Sawbonabafo"hesayssulking.

"Iamfinejusttired"IsayattemptingtotakeSiya.

"It'sokayIwilltakeher"hesayspickingherup.he

leadsthewayinside.

"Youknowyoushouldn'tbedriving"hesays.

"GetSiyatoherroomfirstthencomegetyourass

whoopedfordisrespectingme"Isayclickingmy

tongue.

Hecomesbackandjoinsmeonthecouch,allIwant

todoiswatchsocceranddrinksomebeer.Idon't

feellikebeinglecturedIheadenoughfromthe



pastortoday.

"Howareyoufeeling"heaskshandingmeacoldone.

"Likecrapasalways"Isaygulpingdownhalfofthis

beer.

"Whatareyougoingtodo,Imeanwhyaren'tyou

takingadifferentfasteroption"heasks.

"BecauseIamachangedman,Iwantthisprocessto

befairandaboveboard"Isaymyeyesfixatedonthe

TV.

"Whyareyoubeingselfish"heasksangrily.

"There'sadifferencebetweenbeingselfishand

lettingfateplayout"Isaylookingathim.

"Ihateyou"hesaysstormingout.Ihavealways

knowsthathe'ssoft,Itakeoutmyphoneandtypea

texttoPhiwo.

"HeyIwasjustcheckinguponyouandThingo,Ilove

youguyssomuch.Ican'twaittoseeyouhomenext

tome"Ipresssend.

"IloveyoutooSmisosomuch"shereplies.



"Ihavelefteverythingbehind,allbecauseofyou.I

rememberwhenyouaskedifIwouldleaveitalland

myanswerisyes"shereplieswithheartemojisand

along"thankyouMakhathini"text.

......
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Makhathini

Ifeellikethingsarespinningoutofcontrol,thatIam

losingtouchwithrealitysofastIcan'tkeepup.Ifeel

likelifeisbeingunfair,butyouknowwhattheysay

aboutoldlifemakingwayfornewlife.

IwishthingswereassimpleasNkosenhleputithem.

Buthere'sthethingImadeapromiseifPhiwo'sGod

pulledmeoutofthatdeepsleep,thenIwould

changeforherandourkids.Themightymanabove



indeedkepthisendofthedeal.IwishIcouldholdon

tillmySonarrives,butmybodyisslowlyfailingme.

Myhearthasreacheditsexpirydate,Ihadbeen

runningoutofbreathandhavingacold.Wellthat's

whatIthoughttillIcollapsedinoneofmygym

sessions.IwasrushedtothehospitalandIfound

outaboutmychronicheartfailure,Ihadtohave

CoronaryArteryBypass,luckilydoctorsoftoday

knowhowtobediscreetwiththeknife.Ireally

wantedtotellPhiwowhat'sgoingonbutthehappy

cowardinmejustcouldn't.

Myfamilyhasbeenthroughalotandthiswillbreak

them,thedoctorsaidthat'swhyIwasinandoutofa

comaanditturnsoutIneedatransplant.Because

beforethefirecommencedIsufferedasevereheart

attackthatbeingthelaststraw.NowhowdoItell

themotherofmykidsthatIamdyingandit'spartly

herfault.AndIknowIcouldeasilygetaheartonthe

blackmarketbutthatrequiressomeone'slifetobe

taken,andit'snotthateasyIhavetohaveamatch

mybodyhastoacceptitandnotrejectedit.

Iamonadonor'slistandforonceIamplayingby



therules,Ihavelearntthattherearelessfortunate

peoplewhoneedthismorethanIdo,youngkidswho

stillhavesomuchtodoandIwillnotstandintheir

way.

IjusthavetoholdontillPhiwogivesbirth,IknowI

candoit.Ineedtonamemyson.

IwakeuptosomenoiseandSiyaisnotnexttome,I

quicklygetoffofthebedgotothebathroomdomy

businessandchangedclothes.

Thekitchenispackedmyfamilyishermaking

breakfastinmykitchen.Islowwalktowardsmy

fatherwhohasSiyaonhislap.hestandsupputting

herdown.

"Mfanawam"hesayspullingmeforahug.

"Babahowareyou"hereallylooksgood.

"Iamfinendodana"hesayspullingaway.Igivemy

motherakissandabriefhug.

"Morningbaba"Siyasaysnotlookingatme,her

focusisonmydad.

"MorningBear"Isay.



"Arewegoingtoworktoday"sheasks.

"Nottodayprincess"Isay.

"Okay"shesaysafterawhile.shewhispers

somethingtomyfatherwhofrowns.

Theycontinuewhisperingtillheputsherdownand

looksatme.SherunsoffIdon'tknowwherebut

comesback,shegoesstraighttomyfatherand

handshimmypills.

"Takeawalkwithme"hesayswalkingaheadofme.I

followhimtotheterracemypenchildisatraitor.

"BabaIwasgoingtotellyou"Isay.

"Howbadisit"heasks.

"Ineedtransplantsoon"herubshisforehead.

"Weneedtogetyouadonorassoonastomorrow,I

willspeaktomycontact"hesaystakingouthis

phone.

"Babapleasedon't"Isayexplainingmyreasonsand

decision.

"Iwillnotletyoudie,Idon'tcarewhatyousay"he



sayssternly.

"Whatifit'snotamatchandIhavetofindanother

one"Iask,hedoesn'tevenlookfazed.

"WellthenwewillgetyouanotherdonorNkosinathi"

heshouts.

"Babacalmdownwewilltalkaboutthissomeother

time"Isay.

"Someothertimeyokunukatomorrowweare

meetingupwithmycontact,andthat'sitNkosinathi

don'ttestmypatience"hesayswalkingaway,Siya

runspasthimandjoinsme.

"Daddy"Igiveadisapprovinglook.

"BabaNtokozoyami"shesaysholdingmyhand,I

ignoreherforafewgoodseconds.

"Whatdidyoutellyourgrandfather"Iasklooking

downonher,shepeepsbeingmethenlooksup.

"Ishowedmkhuluyourpills"shesayslooking

down.hawushenowcallsmepillsthischild.

"Whydidyoudothat"Iask,damnthisishardshe

looksreadytocry.



"BecauseMkhulualsohasthem,Iamsorrydaddy"

shesayssweetly.IwouldbeamonsterifIdidn'tpick

herup.

"It'sokayjustdon'tdoitagain"Isaypickingher

up,sheputshearmsaroundmyneckhuggingme.I

eventuallyputherdownbecauseshewantsmeto

chaseheraround.Ilovethislittlepersonwith

everythinginme,Ilookupandmyfatheriswatching

uscarefullyfromadistance.Iamwillingtolistento

myfatherforthesakeofmykids.

"Baba"IhearSiya'svoicefadingawayasIclosemy

eyes.

.

LangaXulu

IwatchedmySoncollapsewhilechasingmy

granddaughter.There'snothingmorepainfulthana

parenthavingtoburytheirchild.Irefusetowatch

mysongosixfeetunder.Ihatethathedidn'ttrust

meenoughtoletmeknow,Iangrythatheheiseven

consideringdyingbecauseheischanged.Idon't



carewhatpromisehemadetowhombutnosonof

mineisdying.

Mywifehasbeencryinghereyesout,thiswomen

hasbeenthroughalot.Firstoursonwasburnedand

heslippedintoacoma,nowIknowwhythat

happened.Shedoesn'tunderstandwhythisis

happeningtous.

"Langamysonisdying"shesaysrestingherhead

onmyshoulder.

"He'snotgoingtodie,stopsayingthat"Isay.

"Thenwhyishelyingonthatbedwithallthose

thingspluggedtohim"sheaskswipinghertears.

"Theyarejustmonitoringhisheartthat'sall"Isay

tryingtoassureher.

"DosomethingGxabhashesavehim"shesays

lookingup,IknowNonhlanhlalovesNkosinathimore

thananythinginfact,therewasatimeIthoughtshe

lovedhimmorethantheothertwo.

"Ihavealreadymadeafewcalls"Isay.

"Weshouldn'tmentionhisheartattacktoPhiwo"she



sayssofty.

"Noshehastoknowthatheractionshave

consequences,wecan'tkeepprotectingherasif

she'sachild"sheholdmyhandcalmingmedown.

"Langathisisbiggerthanus,pleasedon'tupset

Phiwojustthinkaboutyourgrandson"shesays

brushingmyhand.

"Shemustbeonherwayhere,Ispoketoherparents

andtheywilldriveherhere"Isay,ignoringherplea

nottotellPhiwowhathappened.

Iknowweareallguiltyofprotectingher,butIhave

alsolearnedthatsecretsdestroy.Especiallywhenit

comestothosetwotheyhidethingsthinkingthey

areprotectingeachother.Myguessisthat

Nkosinathihasn'ttoldPhiwokuhleaboutalkof

this,beingaparentrequiresstrengthfromabovea

tellyou.

.

Phiwokuhle



IgotacallthatImustpackallmyclothes,Manqoba

wouldbefetchingme.IdidasIwastoldandmy

brothercametopickmeupsinceIcan'tflythatwas

earlyyesterday.

BabaisdrivinghemaybetakingtheshortcutbutI

knowweareheadedforthehospital.Unlikesome

peopleAphiwehadthedecencytotellmewhat's

goingon,Ifeellikescreamingmylungsout.Godown

onmykneespraytilltheybleedaskingfor

forgiveness.Ihavecomeacrosspeoplewhohave

theirshareofproblems,butmineseemtobePiling

upeachmonth.

Iwipemytearsplayingwithmyring,Iwishwecould

writeourowndestinywhoknowthenmaybethere

wouldbelessheartaches.Iplanonmarryingthis

mannomatterwhatcomehellorhigh.

"Iwantyoutobestrongokay"Babasaysholdingmy

hand.WewalktoSmiso'sparent,hismotheris

clingingtightlyhisfather.Thingsmustbeprettybad

phelaSmiso'smotherisonestronglady.

Shestandupwhensheseesme,weshareabrief



hugmystomachisjustintheway.Atallhandsome

manapproachesus,Ifigureit'sthedoctor.

"Howishe"BabXuluasksinalowtone.

"He'sstableandlikeIsaidsir,yousonsuffereda

serveheartattackmeaningourattemptstochanges

valveswillnotbeofuse.heneedsanewheart

soon,wethoughtthethebypasswouldhelpbuthe's

beengettingtiredeasilyandthatlimitshimfrom

doinghisordinarydaythings"Igaspalmostlosing

balance,babaholdsmesteadily.

"Thengethimaheart"Isay.

"Iamafraidit'snotthatsimple,wehaveother

patientswhoneedthisandtheyhavebeenwaiting

foralongtime"hesays.

"Buthe'sslowlydyingplease"Isaymyvoice

breaking.

"Mamhe'snottheonlyone"hesaysinalowtone.

"CanIseehim"henodsleadingtheway.Iwalkinside

hisward.helookspeacefulbutdifferent.Igraba

chairnexttohimholdinghishand.



"Hey,IcamesoonasIheard.Iamnotangryjust

disappointedwhydidn'tyoutellme.Smisoyoucan't

giveup,youcan'tleaveusnotnow.Youstillneedto

getthattattoo"Iwipemytearssniffling."Youneed

toseeThingo,Smisodon'tbeselfishIcan'traise

thesekidsonmyown.Iwillfindyouadonoryouwill

notdiebecauseyouwanttobeanhonorableman.I

knowyouhavechanged,IhaveseenitwhichiswhyI

won'tletyoudie.Iloveyousomuch"Irestmythe

sideofthebed.

"Somedyingonmyownhurts,butwhenyoutriedto

killmeitdidn'thurtimihlolayakho"hesayscracking

astrainedlaugh.

"Don'tplaylikethat"Isaystandinguptokisshim.He

openshiseyesandclosesthenagain,hebreathesin

andoutslowly.

"Howareyou"heasksrunningoutofbreath.

"Justsleepokay,Iwillbeherewhenyouwake"he

slowlynods.Ikeepbrushinghishandandthinkingof

allthegoodtimes.

ItakeoutmyphoneandcallMrSibeko.



"Hello"

"Phiwokuhle"hesaysontheotherend.

"Ineedtoseeyou,babaIthinkIneedyourhelp"Isay

makingsuremyvoicesoundsaudibleenough.

"Youcancometomyhouse,Iwillwaitforyou"Iend

thecall,Iamreallydoingthisaskinghelpfromthe

manSmisohates.

......

Canweallparticipateplease,yourlikesand

commentsarequestionable.Iwonderifyour

participationwillbelikethisoncewestartonthe

story.

Like,CommentandShare.
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SkhumbuzoSibeko



MostpeoplebelievethatIamthisbigbad

person,theythinknothingofmebutasharka

shrewdbusinessman.Iwouldn'thaveitanyother

waythrough.IhavehadtoworkhardtobewhereI

am,IhavehadtothingsIamentirelyagainst.Iwas

onceamanwhohadstrongvaluescouldn'tbe

corrupted,butlifehappenedandihadtotakethe

punchesrolling.Ibelievethatrespectisearned,look

atmeIhaveearnedrespectinthisworldbuttherest

Iinstilledfear.Respectcanonlytakeyousofarand

begivenuptoacertainpoint.WouldIhaveitany

otherway?NoIwouldn't.Ilikethefactthatthereare

peoplewhofeareventhementionofmyname,Ilike

thatIsendthefearofGodintothem.Butthings

haven'tbeenalwaysbeeneasy,mywifepassedaway

yearsago.IwasleftwithNgqobhanemyson,Ilove

himmorethananythingbutwhatfatherwouldn't.He

maybehotheadedlikemebuthishearthasalways

beeninagoodplace.Mywifewasbeautifulinside

andoutbutshewasn'talwaysmyfirstlove.ButIwill

foreverbegreatfulfortheloveshegaveme,She

nursedaheartsheneverbroke,gavemesonand

mademyhouseahome.Iseeallofherin



NgqobhaneeverydaybuttheagainIstillseethe

womanIlove,goonwithherlifeandIamhappyfor

her.

Icomebackfrommystudy,Ihadtoanswer

Phiwokuhle'scall.Thatgirlisonesmartyounglady

Smisoisluckytohaveher.

"Businesscall"Langaasks.

"Somethinglikethat"Isaysettlingdown.

"SkhumbuzoIneedyourhelp"hesays,keepingeye

contact.

"What'swrongbafo"Iask,Langelihleknowsthere's

nothingIwoulddoforhim.

"Nkosinathiisinthehospital,it'snotlookinggood,he

needsahearturgently"hesayssighingheavily,I

almostdroptheglassIhaveinmyhand.

"How,whathappened"Iaskfairlyhurting.

"It'sheartfailureandtheyhavetriedallthetricksin

thebookbutnothing,andthefactthathesuffereda

heartattackrightbeforethefiremadethingsworse"

hesaysbreakingdown.



"Skhumbuzowecan'tlosehim,Nonhlanhlawoulddie

IamafraidIwillbothmywifeandson"Imovecloser

andplacemyhandonhisshoulder.

"Whatdoyouneedmetodo"Iask.

"Helpmefindhimaheart"hesayswipinghistears.

"Considerthatdone"Isaynodding.

"Thankyou"hegoesquietlikehisthinkingof

something."Ithinknowistherighttimeforthetruth

tocomeout"hesayslookingatme.

"Thatmightjustmakethingsworse,let'swaitfor

now"Isay.

"IzobonanaXuluomkhulu"hesayswalkingout.I

knowhetakingstrainbutsoamI,noparentdeserves

toburytheirchild.

Ileanbackonthecouchthinkingaboutmylife,I

don'tregretanythingbutIwishIhaddonebetterin

someaspectsofmylife.

Ileanbackontheoneseatercouch.Ngqobhane

comesinwithsomegirl.That'sallheknowsbringing

ingirlsallthetime.



Hegoesupprobablytohisroomthencomesback.

"Baba"hesayspouringhimselfaglassofmywhisky.

"Weneedtotalk"heraiseshiseyebrowsand

shakeshishead.

"Babait'snotanotherlecture"hesaysplayfully.

"Willyoujustlistenforonceinyourlife"Isaysternly.

"Ngyaxolisababa"hesaysbeingattentive.

"YouknowIloveyouandIwantthebestforyou.

Whenyourmotherdiedyoubecamemysourceof

strength.Youareoldnowandthere'snothingIcan

do,IhaveguidedyouthebestwayIknowhow.

Ngqobhaneyouhavemademeproudfortheyoung

manyouhaveturnedouttobe.IloveyouNdodana.

Henodswipinghistears.

"Babawhat'sgoingon"hesays.

"Nothingbutlifehaswayofremindingusthatweare

allmortalbeings"Isayflashinghimasmile.

"Iloveyouoldmanashardcoreasyouare"hesays

givingmehug.



"Smisoisinthehospital"Isay.

"What'swrongwithhim"heasksinapanickedvoice.

"Idon'tknowyet"Iliejustthisonce.

"BabaIhavetogoseehim,heneedsmeright"he

sayswithsomuchuncertaintyinhisvoice.

"It'sokayhe'sstillyourfriend"Isay,hestandsup

takeshiskeysandrushesout.

.

Afewhourslaterthegirlhewaswithwalksdown

lookingallshy.Ihadtotallyforgottenabouther,she

slowlywalkstowardsmeherareonherfeetpoor

child.

"Yourboyfriendhadtoattendimportantissues"he

nodsstillstandingwheresheis.

"IamsorrysirbutIneedtogohomebutIdon'thave

taxifare"shesaysinnocently,that'stheproblemwith

theseyounggirlsthinkingeverythingisfree.Afree

ridefewdrinksandshe'ssold.Ireachoutformy

wallettakingoutafew100notes.

"Takeataxihome"shetakesthemoneysaysthank



youandwalksout.

Anunknownnumberappearsonmyscreen.The

onlyunregisterednumbersthatcallmearebusiness

related.

"Hello"thecallersaysnothing,Ican'thearthem

breathingthough.

"Youshouldn'tcallpeopleifyoudon'tknowwhatto

say"Isaygettingpissed.

"Baba"Smiso'svoicesaysontheotherend,Inever

thoughtthisdaywouldcometheboyhatesmyguts.

"Makhathiniisthatyou"Iask.

"Ijustcalledtosaythankyouforeverythingyou've

everdoneforme,IknowaboutKhosiandthatthe

childwasnevermine.Iamsorrythingsneverended

wellbetweenusbutyouwereonceafathertome

andforthatngyabongaMaziya"hesays,Iamnot

goodwithemotionsbutIknowhemeansallofthis.

"Ishouldbethankingyouforneverturningyourback

onNgqobhane"Isay,heendsthecallafterIhave

saidmypeace.Iguessdeathhasawayofmaking



youseethegoodinthebad.

.

Phiwokuhle

IdriveallthewaytoMrsibeko'shouse,Idon'tknow

whatIamdoingorwhatIamthinking.AllIknowis

thatIlovethatman,Iwon'tlethimdienotwhenIam

dueinnotime.IneverthoughtIcouldloveanother

humanbeingsomuch,otherthanmykids.IthoughtI

wouldbeabletobreathewithouthimbutforthelast

twodaysthingshavebeenhard.Idon'twantto

mentionthefewmonthsIwasawayfromfromhim.

ThereweredaysIthoughtIwouldgocrazybecause

Iwasfarfromhim.IknowImessedwhenItriedto

killhim,Iheardwhatthedoctorsaidaboutthefire

playingahugeroleinhishospitalisation.

Iambroughtbackfrommyclusteredthoughtsby

theheavysecurityaroundthehouse.Idriveinand



themomentIgetoutofthecar,themanofthe

housewalksout.

Weshareabriefhug,Ihavegottenusedtoseeing

theman.Andhehasn'tbeenthatbadatall,withall

thestoriesIhaveheardheistheperfectpersonto

helpus.

Heoffersmesomethingtodrinkassoonaswe

settledown.

"Waterplease"Isay,thoughialmostrefusedphela

thismanoncedruggedme.

"WhatcanIdoforyou"heasks.

"Ineedyourhelp"Isayexplainingmywholesituation

tohim,hekeepsnoddingwithoutinterruption.

"Soyouwantmetostealaheartthatismeantfor

someoneelseandgiveittoSmiso.AndifIcan'tyou

wantmetokillsomeonejustlikethat"heasks

mockingly.

"Iknowitsoundscrazybutyes"Isayswallowing

hard.

"WhywouldIdothat"heasks.



"Becauseforsomeoddreasonyoucare,Iwouldn't

havecomehereifIdidn'tthinkyoucouldhelp.Iwill

doanythingtorepayyou"helookstakenabackby

mystatement."Heisfatherandason,Iamexpecting

hischildsopleasehelpmesavehim"Iwipemy

tearshurriedly,Idon'twantthismanthinkingIam

weak.

"Tellmeaftereverythingyouhehasputthrough,why

haven'tyoulefthim"heaskscamly,Ithinkthisis

goingsmootherthanIthought.

"BecauseIlovehimmorethananything,hedoesn't

wanttotakeanyheartbecausehehaschangedfor

me.Ilovehimbecausehe'snotjustanyordinary

man,youoncesaidyouwouldneverhurtyourown.

NowIambeggingyoutohelpyourown"he'sstill

lookingatme,Ican'ttellifhisgoingtohelpornot.

"Fine"justlikethathesaysfine.

"Whatdoyouwantinreturn"IasknotsurewhatIam

askinghim.

"Tolovemysonandstandbyhim"Isuddenlygethot

flushesandstomachpains,Iblinkafewtimesnot



surewhathemeansbyson.

"IthinkIneedtogotothehospital"

.........

Onelastchapterthenwearedone

Participationiskeybakwethu
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Phiwokuhle

IamrushedtothehospitalbyMrSibekohimself,We

gettothereceptiondoctorKhanandhisteamare

alreadyonstandby.

Thiscan'tbehappeningIcan'tbehavingthisbaby

now.

"Justbreathe"hesaysnexttome,he'sholdingmy

handastheywheelmetomyward.It'ssuddenly

mayhemSmisoisstandingbeforemetogetherwith



Ngqobhane,nowIamreallyconfusedtheylookalike

butSmisoisfrailIdon'tgetwhyhegotoutofbed.

"MrXuluyouneedtogobacktobed"thenurses

pleadwithhim.

"Thisismywife"heshouts,Ngqobhaneissupporting

himontheside.

"IamherejustasIpromised"hesaysbrushingmy

hair.Iamtoldtobreatheinandouttimingmy

contractions.

"Weneedtoprepareherforacesarean"doctorKhan

shouts.

"No.no.Ican'thavehimnowit'stoosoon"Iseemy

motherwalkin,Ididsaythingsareamess.

"MamatellthemIcan'tgivebirthnow"Icrylooking

atallthesepeople.

"It'sokaymybabydoctorKhanknowswhathe's

doing"shesayssoftly,Ican'thelpbutcrywhatif

somethinggoeswrong.

"Smisongyasaba"hekissesmyforeheadand

squeezesmyhand.



"Iwillberightherewaitingforyoujustrememberto

fightokay"hesayscomingtokissmylips.

.

IgavebirthtoabeautifulbabyboyThingoluhle

Xulu,thenursestookhimhe'ssmallbutdoctorKhan

saysit'sbecausehe'spremature.Siyahasabrother

nowmybabyisgoingtobehappy.MrSibekowalks

infollowedbybabXulu.

"WejustsawThingousebenzilemakoti"theyboth

say.

"Ngyabongababa,how'sSmiso"Iask.

"He'sfinejusttiredinfactheshouldbehereany

timesoon"hisfathersays.

"IamsorrythatIcausedyouearlylabour"hisother

fathersays,seeIamconfusedmina.

"It'sokaybabaitwasacomplicatedpregnancyso

thiswasalreadyonthetable"Isaytryingtoease

things.

"Ithinkweshouldleavebeforehegetshere"they

bothsaywalkingout.Idon'tknowhowtheywere



abletokeepupwiththissecretforsolong.

Smisowalksinfollowedbyanurseherefusedtobe

wheeledsuchaproudstubbornman.hesmiles

walkingtowardsmybedhejoinsmelayingnextto

me.

Mywholebodyhurtsandthepainmedarewearing

off.

"Mazwane"hesayscarefulputtinghishandonmy

stomach.

"Makhathini"Isaywithasmile.

"Thankyoufornotgivingup"hesayskissingmy

hand.IsaynothingbecauseIamoutofwordsifwe

bothdiethenwhatwillbecomeofourkids.

"Whydidyougetoutofbed"Iask.

"BecauseImadeapromise"hesaysinalowtone.

"IloveyouSmiso"helaughs,Ihaven'theardhim

laughinsuchalongtime.

"IloveyouPhiwo"Imovemyheadandkisshim.

"Ungavukelwaplease"hesaysplayfully



"Marrymeassoonasweleavethisplace,makeme

thehappiestmandeadoraliveandbemineforever.

Thankyouforchoosingmeandbeingthemotherof

mykidsIloveyouMazwane"hesayskissingmy

forehead.Ifonlyheknewmyheartchosehimway

beforeIcouldsayyes.

"YesIwill,Iwillmarryyouassoonasweleavethis

place"Isayrestingmyheadonhischest.

.

LangaXulu.

IcanneverbehalfthemanmybrotherwasevenifI

triedtoo.Icouldnevergiveasmuchashehasgiven

me,IrememberwantingtodiewhenIfoundoutIhad

falleninlovewiththewomanmybrotherlovedmore

thananythingandanyone,thewomanwhoseheart

hebroke.IrememberwantingtogiveupbutI

couldn't,Ihadalreadyfallentoohardforthiswomen.

IwantedtobethebiggerpersonandwalkawaybutI

hadalreadymadepromises.Icouldn'tleavetheeyes



thatlookedatmelikeIamtheonlymanalive.Deep

downIknewIsharedherheartbutIwasokaywithit,

becauseeventhoughshewastornshenever

showedit.Shelovedmewithallherbitsandpieces,I

guessit'struewhentheysayineachrelationship

onelovesmorethantheother.AndIwastheone

thatlovedmorethantheother,Iguessshe'salways

hopedthatthingswouldchangeandIwouldbemy

brotherbutthathopehasdisppeared.Mostpeople

knoworshouldIsayknewhimasMaziyahis

mother'ssurname,buthisrealnameisSkhumbuzo

LangalokuphilaXulumyfather'sfirstborn.Hetaught

meeverythingIknow,lovedmemorethanmyown

father.Peoplemaythinkhewascruelandpower

driven,butIsayhewasafamilymanover

everything.Isayhewasmybrother,fatherandbest

friendinone.Hesacrificedhishappinessfor

me,gavemeafamilyandtheloveofmylife.Lala

ngoxoloXulu,Gxabhashe,Donda,

MakhathinitillwemeetagainIsaytomyself.

"Ishereallygone"sheaskswithtearyeyes.

"Yes"sheboltsintothisloudcrythatbreaksmy



heart.

"Whydidn'thesaygoodbye,howcouldSkhuleaveus

likethat"sheasks.

"Ireallydon'tknowsthandwasam"Isaycomforting

her.

"He'sgoneandhe'snevercomingback"shesays

cryingpainfully.Iguessit'sslowlysinkingin."Iknow

youlovedhim"IamsorryGxabhashe,shesays

comfortingmeinstead.SeewhyIfellinlovewith

thiswoman,shehasjustpickedherselfupforgother

pain.Iknowshe'stryingtobestrongbutevenIcan't

bethatstrongithurtsmybrotherisgone.Iwillnever

forgivemyself,couldn'thelovemeanyless.

.

Makhathini

It'sbeentwowholeweeksofmebeinginthe

hospital,Ihavebouncedbackprobablyhealthiertoo

ormaybeit'sbecauseofmynewheart.Iwas



surprisedwhenIgotprepfortheatre,thingswent

greatandIguessmyfathercamethroughonthis

one.Thingshavebeentensethough,peoplearound

mehavebeenactingallgloomy.Myparentscan't

evenlookatmeintheeye,Ithinktheonlyperson

whocaresrightnowisphiwokuhle.Shegavebirthto

ababyboyThingoluhleXulu,Iwasthehappiestman

ontheplanetIwashappyIgottoseehim,astinyas

hewasIgottoseemysoncometoearthandIwas

stillbreathingandstanding.Iknowitsoundssilly

butIprayedforthesoulwhoseheartIreceived.Iwill

remaingreatfulforthegiftoflifeIreceived.

PhiwowalksinorshouldIsayshe'swheeledinbya

nurse,herskinisglowingbuthereyesarepuffy

whichisoddbecauseeverythingisfine.Iguess

todaywe'renotseeingThingousuallywemeetby

babieswardandcheckuponhim.Shesmileswhen

oureyesmeet,ImustsayIamoneluckybastardto

havewonherheartormaybedestinywasalready

setwaybeforewemet.Maybeitwaswritteninthe

starsbeforewewereborn.Ilovehersomuchthat

lifewithoutherwouldbemeaningless.Idon'twant



todwellonwhyIloveher,becauseIpersonally

believethatwhenoneisabletopinpointwhythey

lovesomeonethensomethingisnotmeanttobe.I

believetherearethingsthatonlyyouandyourheart

shouldknowof,likethatunexplainablereasonwhy

youlovesomeone.

"Heymylove"shesmilesstandsupandgivesmea

kiss.

"Heyhowareyoufeelingtoday"sheasks.

"Iammuchbetterandhowareyoufeeling"I

ask,becauseshecouldn'thaveanaturalbirthdueto

complications.Shegavebirththroughacesarean

andthedoctorssaidmoredamagewasdonetoher

womb.Idon'tthinkIwantherhavinganother

baby,wewereluckythatwedidn'tlosebothherand

Thingo.

"IamokayIjustcan'twaittogohome"shesays

avoidingeyecontact.

"Phiwowhat'swrong"ifthere'sonethingIknow

aboutthiswomanhereyesneverlie.Shetakesouta

blackenvelopeonthesidetheonlypersonwhodoes



custommadeenvelopesisMaziya.Icalledhima

fewweeksbackandIguessthatwasmyway

apologisingandsayingthankyou.

"Ihavehadthisletterforabouttwoweeksandafew

daysnow.Ihavebeenwaitingforyoutogetstronger

soIcouldgiveittoyou,promisemethatwhateveris

writteninthereyouwillacceptitandmoveon"she

saysputtingtheenvelopeinmyhand,butdoesn'tlet

go.

"Iamsosorrysthandwasam"shesayswipingher

tears.

.

Phiwokuhle

Iwatchhimslowlyopentheenvelope,hishandsare

shaking.IwantedtotellhimsomanytimesbutI

couldn't,wedecidedtowaittillhewasstrong

enoughandthatdayhascome.Iknowhecantake

thenews,Ijustdon'tknowhowbaditwillaffecthim.

Ngqobhaneisbeyondtornbuthehasfoundcomfort

inknowingthathehasafamily.IamgladbabXulu



hasmannedupandvowedtobeafathertohim.

"Whywon'tthisdamnthingopenup"heasks

frustrated.Ioffertoopenitandhanditbacktohim.

"Noyoureadit"hesayssoundingirritated.Itakethe

letterandclearmythroat,Ialreadyknowwhat's

insideIwillbereadingitforthefirthtimenow.Ijust

hopeIcanreaditwithoutsheddingtearsthistime.

DearSmisokuhle.

"Iknowthiscomesasashock,Iamnotreallygood

withwordsorexpressingmyselfbutIhadtotryihad

tomakeyouunderstand.Iknewthatonedaythe

truthwouldcomeoutbutIneverknewitwould

comeoutwithmegone.Iampenningthesewords

onthisuselesspaperwithtearsinmyeyes.Wewere

neverhonestwithyouinthefirstplace,Mynameis

LangalokuphilaXuluanamegiventomebymy

uselessfather,thatspinelessmanbrokemy

mother'sheartandleftherbehindtostartanother

family.Itriedbyallmeansnottofollowintohis

footstepsbutlifehadotherplansforme.Iwasn't

alwaysthiscruelyouknow,Iwasyoungambitiousi



haddreams.ImetyourmotherNonhlanhlaonmy

waytowork,IswearIhadneverseensuchbeautyin

oneperson.Imadeitmylifemissiontohaveherand

makeherhappy.Wewereyoungandinlove,Iwas

planningtomarryherandbuildahomewithher.But

lifehappened,Iwasanaccountantbackthen.My

dreamsandthelifeiknewperishedwheniwas

arrestedforawhitecollarcrimeInevereven

committed.Butyourmother'slovekeptmegoingtill

Ididn'tanymore,Igotsentencedto8yearsinprison

andthat'swhenwefoundoutyourmotherwas

carryingyou.Iworkedhardontheinsidedidfavours

justforyouguystosurvive,ImessedupwhenIkilled

someoneandmoreyearswereaddedtomy

sentence.RightthereandthenIknewIhadtoletgo

ofyourmotherbutIstilldidrightbyyouguys.Your

motherneverbeggedforanythingshewaswell

takencareoff.TimecameandIgotreleasiefromjail

thingshadalreadychanged,Nonhlanhlahadalready

movedonwithmyownbrother.Idon'tblameher

thoughsheneverknew,IsawhowLangalookedat

herandIknewIcouldnevertakethatawayfromhim.

Ilovedandstillloveyourmother,butIlovedmy



brothermoreandIchosetowalkaway.Youarethe

productofmineandNonhlanhla'slove.Mybrother

raisedyouwellandIamproudtocallyoumyson.I

wasalwaysthereintheshadowsprotectingyou

evenwhenyoudidn'tknow.Phiwokuhleaskedfor

myhelpandIknewthiswasthetimetostepup,I

couldhavedoneittheotherwayround.ButIam

tiredandimissmywifeeveryday,thisismebeinga

fathertoyouonmylastdaysbygivingyoumyheart.

IgaveyouthenameSmisokuhleaskyourmother

why.Lifewasneverkindtooourlove,Ihopeittreats

youbetterthanitdidus.Iloveyoundodanasomuch.

AllIaskisthatyoutakecareofyourbrotherbethere

forhim,hemaynotunderstandmyreasonsnowbut

onedayhewill.Itriedmybesttocauseawedge

betweenyoutoobutIfailed,themomentIsaw

phiwokuhleIknewandIdidn'twanthistoryrepeating

itself.Finditinourhearttoforgive,acceptandmove

on,don'tthinkaboutwhatcouldhavebeenembrace

thisjourney.Fatedealsusdifferentcardsandi

guessthisismymine.Butdeathsosoonisn'tpart

ofyours,youarebothmyson'sthroughandthrough



andIloveyou"

Ifinishreadingtheletterwithabrokenheart,IwishI

tooktimetoknowhimbetter.Smisoisclearlytorn

he'snothimselfhehasjustthrownalmost

everythingagainstthewall.Idon'tknowhowto

comforthimmywordscannevermakehimfeel

better,matchinghistearscannevermakehispaingo

away.

"Iamsosorry"Isaytryingtocalmhimdown,he

pushesmeoffhimrightnowhe'sangryandhe

mighthurthimself.

"Hewasmyfather"hesayssinkingtothefloor,Irush

tohissideandgentlypullhimintomyarms.

"Helovedyouthat'sallthatmatters,justfocuson

thatandnothingmore"hegroansinpainhurtingme.

"Ihatethemall"hesaysbreakingdown.

"SmisopleaseyouhavetobestrongforNgqobhane

heneedsyou"IsaystillholdinghimtightIpullaway

andkisshislips.

"Ipromiseyouwillgetthroughthis,Iloveyou



Makhathini"

Loveisindeedthegreatestgiftevergiventous,I

knowhisfatherlovedhimandallhissacrificeswere

notinvain.

Painispainnomatterhowitcomesitcanneverbe

greaterthantheother.Wehappentomeetpeopleby

chanceanditisbydestinythattheystay.

..........End...........

............

Thisisittheendofourbeautifuljourney.Ihopeyou

allenjoyedthisone,Maywecontinuetoworkwell

togetherevenonthenextstory.


