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Sapelolaidinherrentedoneroomhouselookingat

Ephraimsoftlysnoringbesideher.

Noman.

Ae!

Awholethirtyfiveyearsoldman,aSeniorManager

atoneofthebestpayingcompaniesinthecountry,

withthesalaryheearns,stilllivinglikethis?

Noplaceofhisown.Hiscarwasoldandalways

troublinghim,andwouldyoulookathisunderwear!

Seriously,athirtyfiveyearsoldManagerstill

wearingbeneyaPep?Andhegotthisnewthreeset

becauseshecomplainedabouthistornones.

Ephraimdoesn’tdrink.Hedoesn’tsmokeorchase

afterslayqueens.Heisanhomebodywhose

entertainmentisfootballonTV.

Theymethimsixmonthsagowhenhegavehera

ride,andhisgentlemanlypersonalityjustgother.



Butseriously,howlongmorecouldagirldothis?

Shewasnogolddigger,butcomeon.

Halfwaythroughthemonthheisbrokeand

borrowingfromher.Andno,heisnotoneofthose

guyswholoveusingwomen..

Butcomeon,amanshouldbeaprovider,nottake

fromhiswoman,ao.

AndEphraimISaprovider,justgoesaboutitthe

wrongway.

Shegentlyshookhimawake.

SAPELO:Eph,Ican’tdothisanymore

EPHRAIM:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

SAPELO:WehavenodirectionEphraim!Wearenot

movingforwardandnnarraIamnotgettingany

younger.Forawoman,twentysixisnolonger

young.Iwantalife,afamily.

EPHRAIM:Sapelo,youknowIamtakingcareofmy

familyrightnow.

SAPELO:Untilwhen,Ephraim,huh!UntilwhendoI



havetowaitwhileyou‘takecareofyourfamily’?I

willevenbeoldwaitingonyou.

EPHRAIM:Sasapleasejustgivemetime.

SAPELO:Untilwhen?Thosepeoplearenotgoingto

startworking,theywillalwaysmoochonyou,and

nnaIjustcan’tlivelikethat.Ithinkitstimewestart

seeingotherpeople.

Hesatup,surprised.

EPHRAIM:Babe,please…youcan’tsaythat…

please,Sapelo,Iloveyou…please.

SAPELO:I’msorry…Ican’t…Iwantmorethanwhat

youcangiverightnowEphraim.AndIdon’tthink

youwillbeabletogiveitanytimesoon.Ican’tjust

goonwitharelationshipwithoutdirection.I’msorry.

Ithinkyoushouldleave.

EPHRAIM:Babe,please…

SAPELO:Please,Ephraim.Letsnotmakethismore

difficultthanithastobe.Iloveyouwithallmyheart,

butthiswon’tdo.I’llgotoOlebile’sroomforabitso

youcanpackyourstuffandleave.



*********

Ephraimarrivedathisfamily’shomewithhissmall

bagofclotheshehadleftatSapelo’sclothes.

Hisextendedfamilyoftwentythreepeoplelivedin

theeightbedroomhousehehadbuiltthefirstfew

yearshestartedworking.

Asheentered,hissistercamefromthekitchen.

HER:Nerradidn’tyoubringmeat?Todayweonly

havecabbage.

EPHRAIM:MeatwithwhatmoneySalu,youknow

mysalaryonlycomestomorrow.

Hisniececamefrombedrooms.

NIECE:Malome,electricityisfinishing,uncleLetang

gotangryatmewhenItoldhim.

HisbrotherLetangcamefromthebedroomlooking

frustrated,angryaboutsomething.

LETANG:Ican’tevenhavealifebecauseofthis

family!YouknowI’mjustaprivate,youpeoplethink

whensomeoneisasoldieritmeanstheyearnalot?

Idon’tearnmuch,andIgiveeverythingIearnyet



youstillwantmore.Noman.Thisisenough.Idon’t

evenlivehere!Thesegirlsneedtogetjobs,notjust

makebabies.EphandIarestrugglingwithkidswe

didn’tmake!

SISTER:Maybeifyoudidn’tdrinkallyourmoney…

LETANG:Maybeifyoumadeanymoneyatall!You

havefourkids,nxla!Anddrinkwere.Biritsepedia

month?Nxla.

HeleftangrilyandEphraimsighedandwenttohis

bedroom.Letangwasstillyoungandhaddreams.

Hewasjusttwentyfiveyearsold,andthis

responsibilityforthefamilywasweighingheavyon

him.Ephraimsighedthinkinghowmuchheusedto

belikehisyoungerbrother.

Hegotinsidehisroomandhissister’seighteen

yearsoldsonwasinhisbedroomapplyinghis

cologne.

EPHRAIM:Whatonearthareyoudoing?Andisthat

myt–shirt?

HIM:Chilluncle,thereisthispartyand…



Hehadnotevenintendedto,butheslappedhim

hardacrosstheface,thenpulledoffhisbeltand

wentoffontheboy,releasingallhisfrustration.

EPHRAIM:HowmanytimesmustItellyoumy

thingsaren’tyours?Huh?Areweagematesthat

youcanwearmyclothes?

Theboycriedandscreamed,hismother,Ephraim’s

sistercomingsrunningin.

HER:Whatareyoudoing!Stopit,obolaangwana!

EPHRAIM:Itoldhimnottotouchmystuff!Heis

wearingmytshirt….

HER:Mxim,okabeletsangwanat-shirtethuntseng

lecologneecheap!Mme!Comeseewhatyourson

isdoing!

Ephraimcussedloudlyandwalkedoutangrily.

LetangandSapelowereright.Hecouldnotgoon

livinglikethis.

HedroveofftohisfriendBolokang’shouse.

HefoundhisbrotheralreadythereasBolokang

camewithplatesoffoodandsomebeer.



BOLOKANG:Myman,letmeserveyoutoo,ronabo

singlekanawecookforyourself,wenayouhave

Sapelo.

Ephraimsighedandsatdown.

LETANG:Ok,whatisthatface?

BOLOKANG:Don’ttellmeyoufuckeditupalready.

EPHRAIM:Ijustneverthoughtshewaslikethat.

Shecomplainedaboutmehelpingathomeandthen

dumpedme.

LETANG:Canyoublameher?Howisshesupposed

tohangontoamanwhoshowshernofuture?Our

familyisabunchofvipers,man.Theysuckthelife

outofyou.Idreamofhavingmyownfamily,and

it’snevergonnahappenunlessIstartfocusingon

me.I’llbe35andhavenothinglikeyou.

EPHRAIM:Ouch…

BOLOKANG:It’snotshademan,it’sthetruth.

Someoneearningwhatyouearnshouldnotbe

livingthesadwayyoulive.

***********



InthemorningSapeloarrivedatthehouseshewas

todofortheAmericanfamilythatwasmovingin.

Shespentthewholedayworkingandkeepingbusy,

tryingtodistractherselffromthebreakup.

Shefeltsobad,butithadtobedone.

Whenshegothomeshekeptbusycleaningasshe

sangalongsomegospelmusic.

Aftercleaningupeverythingshetookabathandsat

downwatchingtelevisionwhentherewasaknock.

ShelookedthroughthecurtainandsawEphraim.

SAPELO:Ephraim,please,canyoujust…

EPHRAIM:PleaseSasa,givemejustaminute.

Please.

Shesighedandopened,Ephraimwalkinginand

handingherhisbankcard.

EPHRAIM:That’swheremysalarycomes.Itcame

intodayandIalsojustgotmybonus,whichissix

monthssalary.Helpme…youalwaystellmeIcan

bebetter…showmehow.



SAPELO:Ephraim…Ican’ttakethis…

EPHRAIM:Iwantafamilywithyou,togetmarried,

Sapelo.Ihavenothing,butwenaIknowyoucan

takewhatIearnandmakeourdreamscometrue.

PleaseSasa.Whateveryoudecidetohelpmy

familywith,it’sgoodenoughforme,lennaota

mphaapetrolandmanagetherest.Findusahouse

torenttogetherandsaveformagadiandall.Please

babe…

SAPELO:Ok,I’llshowyoureceiptsofwhatI…

EPHRAIM:Noneed,babe,Iknowyouwilldothe

bestforus.

SAPELO:Ok,somonthlysalaryplus6months

bonus.Ok…wehaveareallygoodstart.Debtyou

havedifekana?

EPHRAIM:AkerethereisthatoneItooktobuilda

house,thenthefurnituredebt,andIoncetooka

loanMasalusayingshewantstogobacktoschool.

Owaii.

SAPELO:Ifyouconsolidatethedebtswithlower

interestthenservicejustoneloan,itwillbeeasy.Ok,



letmewritedowneverythingweneedtospendon.

Helaidonthebedandsleptasshegotinher

budgetingappandstartedplanning.

**********

ThenextdayafterworkEphraimdrovetoSapelo’s

house,findingherwithabunchofbulkfoodonthe

floor.

SAPELO:Heybabe,dinnerisontopofthestove.Ok,

Ifoundawaytohelpyourfamily.Heela,doyou

knowhowmuchcheaperfoodcanbeonbulk?Ke

kopantsewithtwoofmyfriendsandwebought

bulk.Insteadofgivinggrocerymoneytoyourfamily,

buythefood.Theyneverbuyanyway,theyjuatuse

themoney,afterwardstheylookatyouwhenthere

isnofood.

EPHRAIM:Owaii,theywillfinishitinaweek.

SAPELO:That’swhyyouaregivingthemaweek’s

supply.Weekendyouwillcomeandgetmorehere.I

talkedtoafriendaboutconsolidatingyourdebtand

shesaysyouqualify,andit’slowerinterest.AndI

alsofoundaBHChouseforrent.Affordableand



threebedroom.Wecangoseeit.

EPHRAIM:Ifyoulikeit,thenletsgetit.

SAPELO:Ok,I’llputdepositinthemorning.Barewe

canmoveinimmediately.FurnitureIalreadyhave

mostofit,sowedon’tneedtobuyexceptforsofas.

EPHRAIM:Shit,Ican’tbelievethisisactually

happening.I’mfinallystartingmyownlife.It’s

exciting.

SAPELO:It’sgreattoseeyouexcited.Gopackyour

bagsandjustbringthemheresothatwhenthe

movingtruckcomesitwilljusttakeeverythingonce.

Here,loadthisfoodandtoiletryonthecarattakeit

tothem.

**********

Ephraimarrivedwiththegroceriesandhissister

startedpackingtheminthefridge.

HER:Youcouldhavejustgivenmethemoney,I

wouldhavebought,Iknowyouarebusy.

EPHRAIM:It’sok,Ifoundtime.

HER:Alright,letmeholdaseshabosowedon’t



botheryou.

EPHRAIM:Seshaboisincluded.Thereismany

vegetables,spinach,cabbage,alot.Andtwobraai

packs,andmince.Everythingisthere,enoughfora

week.Youfinishit,thereisnowayIcanhelp.

Shesulkedandwenttothekitchenastheirmother

walkedin.

MOTHER:Yourcousinkanaiswritinghisformfive

again,hesaidtheyhavetopayBOCODOL.

EPHRAIM:Didn’tLetanggivehimmoneyforthat?

MOTHER:KanaLetangobogalerra.Whenwetold

himwhathegaveisnotenoughhegotangry.

EPHRAIM:Letmeseethereceiptofwhatneedsto

bepaidandhowmuchhegave,becauseIknowfor

sureLetangwillnevergivemoneythatisshort.

MOTHER:NnyaaakereItookalittleofitandgave

toyoursistertogotoGaboroneandseethat

Pastor,maybeshecanhelpwiththisbadluckof

notfindingajob.PlusaP100wentmissing,kana

kidsyouruselesssistersfilledthehousewithsteal.



Soit’sshortnow.

EPHRAIM:AndnnawherewillIgetitthen?Hewill

havetodopieceworklikebanababangweand

savethemoney.NnaIhavenothing.

MOTHER:Butyoursalarycameintoday….

EPHRAIM:YouforgetthedebtI’minbecauseof

thisfamily?NnaI’mmovingoutendofthisweek.I

needtostartmylife,andyouneedtotalktoyour

daughterstostartfendingforthemselvesandtheir

children.

MOTHER:NnyaabataaiponaIlongtalkedtothem,

bajamadiamaintenanceandneverhelp.Justthink

ofyourpoorniecesandnephewsthough…they

needtourhelp,bonegabanamolato.

Hissistercamefromthekitchensulking.

HER:Ahh,waitsepeoplewhoactliketheyareGod

becausetheyhelpedyou.

MOTHER:Don’tsaythatrubbishwhenyouare

stoppingmyson’slife.Hecouldbemarriedand

happybynow.



HER:HowamIstoppinghim?Himnotbeing

marriedishisfault,kanaotshababasadi!You

alwaystakehimandLetang’ssidejustbecause

theywork.

Ephraimsighedandwalkedtohisbedroom.

Justafewmoredaysnow,andhewillhaveabrand

newlife.

***********
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AweeklaterEphraimwalkedintotheirnewhome

andlookedaroundamazed.Itwasanemptyhouse

justtwodaysago.Nowitactuallylookedlikea

home.

Shewasinthekitchenfinishingupcookingthe

foodforthehousewarmingpartywithherfriend

Olebile.

Ephraimwalkedoverandhuggedherfromtheback,



kissingherneck.

EPHRAIM:Youareamiracleworker.Howyoucan

turnahouseintoahomeinamatterofdays…

Shelaughedandhandedhimabowlofmarinated

meat.

SAPELO:Gostartthebraai.WhenisLesangcoming

sohecanhelpyou?

EPHRAIM:Hesaidhewantedtopassbyhisbaby

mama’splaceanddropsomesnacks.

SAPELO:Didyouinviteyourothersiblings?Itwould

benicetomeetthem.

EPHRAIM:(sighing)Yes

***********

Letangparkedhiscarandwalkedintohis

girlfriend’sfamilyhome.

Thegirlfriend’smotherwasseatingunderatree

drinkingteaasthekidsplayedabout.

Helookedathisdaughterwearingjustadirtyt-

shirtandnodiaperorpants,fliesalloverherasshe



crawledaboutininthesand.

LETANG:Dumelang…okaeCharity?

HER:Ah-ah,didn’tshesayshewasmeetingyou?

Shelongleftaround2pm.

Itwasaround5pmnow.Wow.

LETANG:Oh,Isee.Iwantedtopassbyandbring

diapersandsomesnacksfortheOpene.

Hewentandpickeduphisdaughterandkissedher

asthelittlegirlsmiledwithagummysmileandfour

teethandsaid‘dada’.

Hesmiledashewenttothehuttofetchsome

warmwaterinabasinandsatbathinghisdaughter,

thenputheronacleandiaperandnewclothes,and

fedheryogurt,givetheotherkidssnackstoo.

LETANG:Mme,letmerush,mybrotherhasasmall

even,IpromisedIwillhelp.

HER:Bogologaontogelekatwentipulawasukiri?

Nekelathelalerolelaboheloteee,ebosulahela.

(AtleastleavemewithaP20tobuysugar,Ijust

uswdmylastbitonmytea)



HesighedandhandedheraP50.Itwassoirritating

thattheoldwomanalwaysactedlikehehadtopay

forhisdaughtertoliveheredespitethathe

regularlyboughtthemthingsandgaveCharity

moneyforthebabyeventhoughtheendedup

buyingeverythinganyway.Betweenthesepeople

andhisfamily,hewasseriouslygonnaendup

bankrupt.

Charity’sbrotherwalkedintipsy.

HIM:Aosbare!GivemeP1foracigarette.

LETANG:Owaii,Idon’thaveasinglethebemyman.

Hesaidhisgoodbyesandgotinhiscardrivingoff.

Ashewasabouttomakeacorner,hesawCharity

withsomeguyholdingherhand,tryingtopullherin

theotherdirection.

Hestoppedthecarandgotout,walkingoverto

themasCharitytriedtodesperatelypullawayfrom

theguy.

LETANG:Shesaidletgo…

HIM:Nxla,whodoyouthinkyouare,comingtotell



mewhattodowithmygirlfriend.

CHARITY:Letang,Icanexplain.

LETANG:GetinthecarCharity.

TheguypulledCharitybehindhim.

HIM:Sheisnotgoinganywhere.

Letangpunchedhiminthefaceandtheguy

staggeredbackwithableedinglip.

LETANG:WenaCharitygetinthecarbeforeyou

pissmeoff!

Hegrabbedherhandanddraggedherinthecar,

slappingherhardacrosstheface.

LETANG:Charity,youwanttomakemeabad

personakere?Youwanttostartsayinghewee

Letangbeatsgirls?Whatthehellisthat?

CHARITY:Hewasaskingmeout,howcanyoubeat

meforamanaskingmeoutandIturnedhimdown?

Ijustsawhimcomingfromthetuck-shopjustnow.

LETANG:Ittakesyouthreeourstowalktothe

tuckshop?Iknowyoulefthomeat2pm.



CHARITY:I…I…IfoundLebodoinghairandI

helpedher.

LETANG:I’mnotafoolCharity,thatguywastoo

cosyforsomeoneyoujustmet.Didyoufuckhim?I

askedyou,damnit!

CHARITY:(sobbing)Ididn’t,hejust…I…

LETANG:Youwantmetobeatyou?Nxla!IswearifI

findoutyoufuckedthatguy….

CHARITY:IswearIdidn’t…askLeborightnowor

thegirlwhosehairwedid,shestaysoverthere,or

anyonewhocametotheirtuck-shopwilltellyouI

wasthereallthiswhile.Thatguyhasbeenasking

meoutforalongtimenow,whenheseesmehe

harassesme.

LETANG:Justkeeponwithyourlies,onedayIwill

catchyou.Legoneyougodohairleavingyoureight

monthsoldroamingaboutinadirtydiaper?The

stateIfoundOpeneinisheart-breakingCharity,ke

taagobeletsagosotangwanakewhileoganaka

ene.Nxla!

*************



Letangarrivedatthepartyandwentstraightforthe

beer,drinkingtwoinminutes.

EPHRAIM:Hey,heynow!Enough!What’sgotten

intoyou?

LETANG:Eish,nnathemonnaIhavetoomuch

stressinlife

EPHRAIM:Whathappenednow?

LETANG:ThatwhoreischeatingonmeIthink…

andngwanakewasotlegagolokwa.Youshould

haveseenher…amokanetswekedintsi,Ithinkone

ofthekidsfeltpityseeingherwithafulldiaper,so

shetookitoutbutcouldn’twipeherwellbecause

sheisjustalittlegirlherself.Flieswereallover

her…mybabyisneglectedinthatplace.

Atearfelldownhisfaceashedrankanotherbeer.

EPHRAIM:Eish,takeheartbro.Itwillbeok.Bapala

kacustody?

LETANG:Akeremyjobgatweitstoodemandingto

havecustody.SometimesIspendweekscamping

intheforest,nojudgewillevergivemecuatodyke



lelesole.Youknowtheyfavourwomenanyway.

AndCharityrefusestoletmetakeherbecausethen

Iwouldnotgivehermoney.Ihaveeventriedtosay

Iwillstillgivehermoney,wagana,shethinksonceI

haveherIwillstoppaying.NnathemonnaallIwant

ismybabysafe.

EPHRAIM:Itwillbeokbro…

Theywatchedastheirsisterswalkedin.

LETANG:Whythehellwouldyouinvitethem?

EPHRAIM:Sapelo.Shesaysshewantstoknowmy

family.ShesaidIshouldinvitethem.Letmego

introducethemtoher.

LETANG:Goodluck

Hesaid,takingonemorebeerinfrustration.

***********

Sapeloservedplatesofpap,chakalakaandbraaiin

thekitchenwhenEphraim’sfriendwalkedineatinh.

BOLOKANG:Mh,mh,mh!Thisfoodisdelicious.My

friendisblessed.Abeautiful,thick,smart,financial

savvy,wifematerialwomanwhocancook!Tota



gatwewhydidn’tImeetyoufirst?Thisfoodis

delicious.

SAPELO:Youareinappropriate.Taketheseplates

andgiveouttomorepeople.

Ephraimwalkedinwithhisthreeothersisters.

EPHRAIM:Babe,thesearemysisters,Masalu

comesafterme,thentherearetwootherssisters

whocouldn'tmakeit,thenMishingohere,andthis

oneisOmphile,theycomeafterLetang.Ladies,

thisismygirlfriend,Sapelo.

Sapelosmiledbrightlyandstuckherhandoutto

Masalu.

SAPELO:Sonicetofinallymeetyouall.

Masaluignoredherandlookedaway.

MASALU:Mxim…

OMPHILE:Nowitallmakessense,thissudden

moving,refusingtohelpathome…Isee.

EPHRAIM:Mphi,that’senough!

MISHINGO:NnammaI’maskingformyself,which



mutiareyouusingtomakeamanabandonhisown

familylikethis?

EPHRAIM:Canyouguysstop!

Letangwalkedinholdingabeer.Hesmiledand

wavedatSapelowhosmiledback

LETANG:FoodisdeliciousasusualSasa.NnaI

cametobegformoremeat,theygaveme

stokinyanahela.Andignorethesejadedbitches.

LonaifyoucameheretoharassEph’sgirl,you

mightaswellfuckoffbecauseI’mnotgoingto

allowthat.Let’sgo,out…leaveheralone.

Hepushedthemoutsidethekitchen.

EPHRAIM:Iamsosorryaboutthatbabe.Theycan

beahandful.

SAPELO:(sighing)Thisisgoingtobehard,isn’tit?

Letangwalkedbackinalone.

LETANG:Pleasedon’tletthemturnyouofffrom

mybrother.Youarethebestthingtoeverhappento

Ephraim,themanlovesyou.Whenhetalksabout

you,youwilleventhinkthemanispreaching.



Pleasepromisemeyouwon’tleavemybrother

becausehecomesfromashittyfamily?

SAPELO:Okay

LETANG:Good!Sowhatwereyousayingka

stokinyanasele,canIhavemore?

Sapelolaughedandtookhisplate,servinghim

moremeat,thenservedEphraimtoo.

Letangwassuchanaturallypleasantguywhowas

alwayslookingoutforhiselderbrother,because

whereEphraimwastheintrovert,hewasthelively

extrovertnitafraidtotellanyonewheretogetoff.

***********

Whenthepartywasoverandpeoplehadleft,

Sapelowalkedtotheirbedroom,hearingsome

noiseintheotherbedroomwhereshehadputa

doublebedincasetheyhadguests.

Shewenttoopenthedoorandlookedinsidetofind

Ephraim’syoungestsisterlayingonthebed.

SAPELO:Oh,hi.Mphi,right?Youdidn’tsayyou

werestayingover?



OMPHILE:WhoareyouformetotellyouwhenI

wanttostayinmybrother’shouse?

SAPELO:Comeon,it’scommoncourtesytotell

someoneifyouarespendinganightintheirhouse.

Omphilelaughed.

OMPHILE:(laughing)Yourhouse?Bitch,youarethe

girlheissleepingwith.Thishouseisnotyours.

SAPELO:Youknowwhat?Youmightbeinyour

brother’shouse,butyouareinmybed.Andyou

needtovacatebeforeIdragyourscrawnyassoffit.

Nxla.Nkatakatallwakengwanaomonnyemogo

mylastbornsister?

OMPHILE:(laughing)Obravewaitse.Youshouldbe

servingmeorapelenyalo.

Sapelopulledthebedsheetoff,sendingthegirl

tumblingtothefloor.

SAPELO:Youarearudelittlebitch,anditwillbea

colddayinhellbeforeIletyouspendthenighthere,

nxla.

Ephraimwalkedinhearingthecommotion.



EPHRAIM:What’sgoingon?

OMPHILE:(sobbing)Yourgirlfriendisbeatingme

forwantingtospendthenight.

EPHRAIM:Didyoutellherpriorthatyouare

spendingthenight?

OMPHILE:KanaIwanttogofortheearlychurch

servicetomorrow,soit’sbestIspendthenight.

SAPELO:Youcouldn’tsaythat?Hadtoinsultme

justforthat.

EPHRAIM:(sighing)Justletherstayonenight.

SAPELO:Never.Yoursistercomesandinsultsand

disrespectmeinmyownhomeandyourewardher?

BogoloyoucangodropheroffinMatsilojeifyou

arefeelinggenerous,butsheisnotspendingthe

nighthere.

Sheangrilywalkedoffandintotheshower,

wonderingwhatthehellshewasgettinginto.What

kindofpeoplewerethese!

***********

LIKE,.COMMENT,SHARE



[05/29,14:05]Lynne:BREADWINNER’SWIFE

   3

Ephraimarrivedbackfromdroppinghissisteroff

andfoundSapelobusyarrangingthingsinthe

bedroom.

EPHRAIM:Pleasedon’tbeangryatme

SAPELO:WhatmakesyouthinkI’mangry?

EPHRAIM:Becauseyouarecleaningandalready

cleanhouseat1am.Youcleanwhenyouareangry

Hesaid,kissingherforehead.

SAPELO:(sighing)Youcan’tdothisEphraim.You

can’tletyoursistersthinktheycanjustwalkallover

me.

EPHRAIM:Kanathosegirlsarejustlikethat.Very

difficult.

SAPELO:I’msorrybutthat’snotacceptable.You

teachpeoplehowtotreatyou.Youhavetaughtyour

familytotrampleoveryou,andtheythinkitextends



tome.Nosir,nuh-uhh!I’mnotthetypetoeverstart

issues,butIsureashellwillnotbebullied.

EPHRAIM:SowhatdoyouwantmetodoSasa,I

can’tchangepeople’spersonalities.

SAPELO:PutyourfootdownEphraim!Ahh!

***********

InthemorningSapelowenttovisithermom.Her

youngersistercametobringtheirmotherbreakfast.

Shesmiledseeinghowhersisterservedher.She

wasalmostnineteen,andwaitingtogotouniversity

inamonth,andthateighteenyearoldwhowas

alreadyateenmotherwantedtodisrespecther?

SAPELO:Thanksgirl.Readyfortertiary?

HER:I’mabitscared,goingallthewaytoGaborone,

butIwillmanage.

SAPELO:Whyareyouworriedwhenourbrotheris

alreadystudyingthere?Hewilllookafteryou.Let

meknowwhenyouleave,Iwillaccompanyyou.

Hopefullymytruckwillbehere,theysaiditwill

arrivetomorrow,Iboughtitthreemonthsago.



Afterabitofchat,theyoungergirlleftandher

motherturnedtolookather.

MOTHER:Iknowthisisnotasocialvisitmygirl,

whatistroublingyoursoul?

Theirmotherhadraisedthemwithsuch

transparency,butshedidn’twannaworryher.

SAPELO:Aomama,nothing!Can’tIvisitmymother?

MOTHER:Owaii,girl,youcan’tlietome.Youvisit

whenyouknowyourfatherhasalreadysetoffto

thefields?Iknowyouwanttotalkwomanto

woman.

SAPELO:Eish…kanamama,it’sjust…rreoke

tshedisanangnaewantstogetmarried.Insix

monthsheplanstocomeaskformyhand.

Hermothersmiledhappily.

MOTHER:That’sgoodnews,sowhyareyousad?

SAPELO:Hisfamily,mama.Idon’tunderstand

thosepeople.Theyarerude,illmanneredand

believeIamjustusingtheirbrother.Thathurtsme

totabecausennaIamahardworker.Idomy



projectsandearnmymoney,Ihaveneverdepended

onaman.

MOTHER:Youdon’tneedtotellme,lookatthebig

houseyoubuiltforme,withelectricityandall.You

workhardlabourlikeamanandyouearnyourown

money.Neverletthosepeoplebullyyou.

SAPELO:It’shurtingmetotabecausennakanaI

thoughtIwillbegainingfamily.Ican’tunderstand

whattypeofpeopletheyare.Icanneverseemyself

treatingmybrother’sgirlfriendlikethat.Andthe

mosthurtfulthingisthatheisjustnonchalant

aboutit.

MOTHER:FamiliesarenotthesameSasa.Weare

different,respectispartofourlife.Somejustsee

youascomingtotaketheirbrotheraway.Butit’sa

goodthingtheyshowedyouwhatkindofpeople

theyare.

SAPELO:Howdoyoumean?

MOTHER:Bloodreallyisthickerthanwater,Sapelo.

Whenyouhaveasmallargument,hemaystart

thinkingtheyareright.That’swhenwomenendup



findingthemselvesoutinthestreetswithnothing.I

amhappyyouarebuildingyourhouseinyourlate

grandma’sland.Iamanonlychild,soitsmineand

noonecanfightyouforitasIwillwriteinmywill

thatitgoestoyou.Justdon’tchangethenames,so

youdon’tgointomarriagewithit.Andawoman

alwayshasherownpersonalsavingsaccountapart

fromtheoneswithherhusband.Youcangoopen

onmyname,nnaIdon’tevenneedabankaccount.

Saveonthesidemoneyyoudon’tdeclarein

marriage.

SAPELO:Mama,youwantmetolietomyhusband?

MOTHER:Iwantyoutobesafe.Thosekindof

familiescantakeeventheclothesonyourback,we

haveseenittoomanytimes.

SAPELO:Ihearyou…anyway,letmeheadoff.Here

isaP200,buyyourselfadrink.

MOTHER:WhatdoIneedaP200for?Youbought

usfoodandtoiletry,andpaidallourbills.Ifyouare

gettingmarried,youmustsaveup.Keepit,you’ll

buymeadrinkmonthend.



************

Ephraim’ssistersatinthelivingroomtalkingtoher

mother.

MASALU:Yes,it’sathreebedroomhouse.Iwas

thinkingmysoncouldmovetheresohecando

BOCODOLwell.

MOTHER:Ee,itwillbebetterthatwaytoreduce

transportmoney

Mphiwalkedinrubbinghereyes.

OMPHILE:(laughing)Goodluckwiththat.Madam

doesn’twantusthere.Shethrewmeoutyesterday

night.

MOTHER:Whoismadam?

MASALU:ThenewgirlIwastellingyouabout.O

lebegamakgakgagore.Youcanjusttellshedoesn’t

wantusthere.

MOTHER:Notwantusinmyson’shouse?

OMPHILE:LikeIsaid.Goodluck.Nnaebileshe

almostbeatmeupjustbecauseIaskedtospend

thenight.LennaIwanttomovethereandstart



hustlinginFrancistown.WillyoutalktoEphraimfor

memme?

MOTHER:Iwilltalktohim.Whodoesshethinkshe

is,tryingtocontrolmyson’smoney?

*************

LetangwalkedintoCharity’smom’shomeandran

overashisdaughterwasscreamingandsome

schoolgirlinFSSuniformheldher.

LETANG:(takingthebaby)What’swrong?

HER:Idon’tknow,Iwascomingfromschooland

shewasherebyherselfcryingunusually.Herlegis

swellinghere.Ithinksomethingbither.

LETANG:Charity!Charity…mmaKgomotso…

Therewasnoanswer.

HER:Thereisnoone.Thesmallerkidsareplaying

atourhomenextdoor.IsawmmaKgomotsoat

thatdrinkingspot…

LETANG:Shit!Idon’thaveacarseat.Canyouhelp

meholdherwhileIdrive?



HER:Ok

Shefollowedhimtothecarandtookthebaby,

rippingthebottomofherschoolshirtandtyingthe

baby’slegaroundtheswelling.

HER:IrememberfromafirstaidlessonIdid,it

mightbeapoisonousbitesoI’mtryingtostopthe

poisonfromspreading.

LETANG:Thanks,that’sgood.

***********

Sapelostoodinthecardealershipwithasmileas

shesignedthefinalpapersofhertruck.

ASSISTANT:Awomanbuyingatruck?Yourun

businesses?

SAPELO:Yes,I’maninteriordecoratorand

landscaper.Fountains,gardendécor…

ASSISTANT:Hee?Oraagoreodubasemente?

Kgarebeetshwananao?(youmeanyouworkwith

cement?Abeautylikeyou?)

SAPELO:(laughing)It’sroughouthere.What’sagirl

todo?Ialsodeliverplannedmealsfoodboxes.



Banyanabaslimabuthavenoideawhattocook.I

buyveggies,fruits,herbs,freshmeatetc,and

deliverindryicewithamealplan.

ASSISTANT:Bareka?(isbusinessgood?)

SAPELO:Yes!Peoplewanttoeathealthybutdon’t

knowhow.AndIofferaffordablefruitsandveggies

righttothedoorstep.Ihavesomeonedoingitin

Gaborone,theyhavemyfirsttruck.NnaIdoithere

inasmallscale.Hereisaflyer,thereisaFacebook

pagesebileompapatse.

Shetookherkeysandgotinhernewtruckhappily.

WhenshegothomeshefoundEphraimintheliving

roomwithhismothertwoteens.

SAPELO:Dumelang…

EPHRAIM:Heybabe…mme,thisisSapelo,the

womanIwastellingyouabout.ThewomanIintend

tomarry.Babe,thisismymother,mmaEphraim.

SAPELO:It’sapleasuretomeetyou.

MOTHER:It’smypleasuremygirl.Iheardwhatmy

daughtersdidandIapologise.



SAPELO:(smilinghappily)Thankyouma’am.

MOTHER:Youcancallmemme,mysonwantsto

marryyou,wearefamily.

SAPELO:Thankyou.

MOTHER:Ngwanaka,Iwantedtobegfromyou.As

youcansee,ourfamilyisnotwelltodo,andhehas

beenhelpingus.Ithankyouthatyoustillallowhim

tohelp.

SAPELO:It’smypleasure,ma’am.

MOTHER:AsIwassaying,Iwanttobegfromyou.

Thisismylastborn,Oratile.Shefailedformthree

andenetotasheisnotgiftedacademically.SoI

waswonderingifshecanbeherewithyouandhelp

outandyou’llgiveherthelittleyoucan.Your

husbandtellsmeyouhavebusinesses?

SAPELO:Owaiinothingbig,soIamnotreallyhiring

rightnow.

MOTHER:Shecandoanything,cleaning,running

errands,pleaseuseher.Iambeggingyoumy

daughter.Youknowhowmuchitpainsamotherto



seeherkidsdonothingwiththeirlife?Thisonewill

soonbringababyhometooifsheisjustidle,akere

thesamehappenedwithhersisterOmphile.After

shefailedformthreesoonababyfollowed.Please,

I’mbeggingngwanaka,myheartisbreakingseeing

themlikethis(sobbing)

SAPELO:(sighing)Ok,IwillseewhatIcando.

MOTHER:Ok,thankyou.Letmeheadback.Theboy

willbehereforabitalsoasherewritesformfive.

Ephraim,dropmehome,thesetwoareremaining

then.

ShestoodupandwalkedtothecarasSapelo

lookedatherconfused.

Shehadonlyagreedtogivethegirlajob,whatthe

hell!

*************

Letangfinallytalkedtothenurse.

HER:Lookslikeshewasstungbyascorpion.Good

callonlocalisingthepoison.Theyhavemanagedto

suctionit,andshewillhavetobeadmitted



overnightassheishavingdifficultybreathing.

LETANG:CanIseeher?

NURSE:Ofcourse…

Hefollowedhertotherooms,wherehislittlebaby

laidpeacefullyonthebed.

NURSE:So,whoisbeingadmittedwithher,

preferablyhermombecausemostkidsare

admittedwithwomenanditwillbeawkwardto

sharearoomwithaman.Letmeknowwhois

coming.

HetriedtocallCharitywhowasn’tpickingup.His

sistersallofasuddenallhadsomethingtheywere

doing,andhismothersaidshewastoooldtodoit.

Thegirlhewaswithlookedathimandsmiled.

HER:I’llstaywithherifitsjustovernight.She

knowsme.

LETANG:Really?Areyouserious?

HER:Yes,tomorrowIhavenoschoolakere.Andmy

momisatthefields,soshecandodramaaboutit.

LETANG:Thankyou.What’syourname?



HER:Boitumelo

Thenursecameback.

NURSE:Isthemotherontheway?

LETANG:No,butmy…uhm…mygirlfriendherewill

staywithme.

Thenursegaveheralook.

BOITUMELO:What?I’m19youwantmyID?Justa

backtoschoolpartyiswhyI’mwearingauniform.

**************

Sapeloserveddinnerandcalledtheteenstocome

collecttheirfoodjustasEphraimwalkedin.

SAPELO:Ratie,IheardEphraimcomein.Take

warmwaterandgowashhishandsandgivehim

food.

RATIE:He’llcomegetit.

SAPELO:It’snothowwedothingshere.Takewarm

waterandacleancloth,andgowashhishandsand

thengivehimhisfood.Whoisdoingthedishesfirst

today?Kabo.



RatiesulkedandwenttowashEphraim’shands

andbroughthimfood.

TheyatewatchingTV,theSapelowenttoshower

andretiredtobed.

Ephraimfollowedherinabit.

SAPELO:Ephraim,howcanyouletyourmother

ambushmelikethat!

EPHRAIM:Ihadnoideashewasgonnadothat!I

thoughtheywereonlyvisiting.Butwecanhelp,

right?Wedohaveathreebedroomhouseandit’s

justus.Kabowillleaveimmediatelyafterhewrites

hisexams,andRatiecanbeahelparoundthe

houseuntilshefindsajoborsomething.Please

babe…please.Forme?

************
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Ephraimsatinhisofficeunabletoconcentrate.

AllhecouldthinkofwasSapelo’scallwithOlebile

inthemorningasshewasinthekitchenthinkinghe

wasstillsleeping.Hehadwokenupandstoopedin

thecorridortothekitchenwhenheheardhisname

mentionedinthephone.

‘Ican’ttakemuchmoreofthiswenaLebi.These

kidsaresorude,thewholefamilyisrude,nowI

havetolivewiththem?Ican’ttakeittota.Youknow

nnaIhateconflict,andthemlivinghereIjustknow

isgonnacausealotofit.Soongotaabogotwekea

batshwenya…Idon’tknowfriend,Ephraimisnot

readytostartafamily,heisclingingontothem.

MaybeIshouldlethimgocontinuekeitsamaele,

becausennakeababallwatota,andtheyjust

movedin.’

Hetriedtofocusbuthismindjustkeptgoingtothat

Sasawasgoingtoleavehim,anditwasallbecause

ofhisfamily.

Aroundlunchtimeherushedbackhomefromwork



tograbafileheneededforthemeeting.

Hewasmetwithloudnoiseashisnephewsatwith

threeotherboysinthelivingroom,whilehissister

wasinthebedroomputtingonSapelo’smakeup.

EPHRAIM:Whatthehellisthis?

KABI:Uncle…Imetupwithmyfriendsafterclass

andIthought…

EPHRAIM:Thisisnotgoingtowork!Gopackyour

bag.Iwillleavemadiakhombiha.Lonafotseke!

Outbeforeyouleavewithbloodynoses.

Theyranoutandleft

KABO:Ah,malome!Wewerejustchilling!

EPHRAIM:Don’ttryme,youungratefullittlebastard!

HowdoyouexpectSasatofeelfindingthisrubbish

inherhouse?Andyou,isSasayouragematethat

youcanplaywithherstufflikethat?Areyouguys

friends?Packfast,IamlockingthisdoorwhenI

leave.

Hewalkedtothebedrooms,andboththeirbags

werenotunpackedyet.



EPHRAIM:Good!NowIcanjustputtheseout.

RATIE:Ephraim,youcan’tdothis…we…

EPHRAIM:Youareungrateful.NnaIthoughtIwas

feelingpity,kantelemponaseso?Myfiancée’s

houseisnotgoingtobecomeameetingof

delinquentteens!

RATIE:Ididn’tbringanyone!

EPHRAIM:DoIlooklikeI’inthemoodrightnow?

WhatwasIeventhinkingkaIknowyoutwo?And

wenaweren’tyousupposedtobeworkingwith

Sasa?

RATIE:Ah,shedoeshardthings,sheexpectedme

tomovefurnitureandall.Ican’tdothat.

EPHRAIM:Well,goodluckfindingajobwhereyou

don’tdoanything,letsgo.

RATIE:Areyouserious?

EPHRAIN:Howdoyouwanttounderstandit,with

mybelt?Nxla!Youpeopledon’tknowhowto

appreciatecompassion.

Whenhestartedtotakehisbeltout,theyran



outsideandhelockedthedoor,thenpadlockedthe

gate.

EPHRAIM:Hereisthemoneyforthetaxitothebus

rankandthecombihome.

Hegotinhiscar,surprisedathowrelievedhefelt

aboutthis.

Likeaweighthadjustbeenremovedfromhis

shoulders.

*************

Letangwalkedtohiscarholdinghisbabyas

Boitumeloheldherdiaperbagafterthebabywas

released.

Hehelpedthemintothecaranddroveoff,dropping

Boitumelo.

LETANG:(handingheraP100)Idon’thavealot,but

alittletokenofappreciationforwhatyoudidforus.

BOITUMELO:No,keepyourmoney.Iwasn:tdoingit

expectinganything,Ijustwantedtohelp.

LETANG:AndIwanttoappreciatethatgoodheart.

Seriously,takeit.



Shesmiledshylyandputitinherpocket.

BOITUMELO:Thanks

HetookthebabyandwhenhewalkedinCharityran

overtohimfuming.

CHARITY:Howdareyoujusttakemychildandthen

allyoutellmeisyouhaveherwhenIasked?

LETANG:Thechildyouwerenotconcernedabout

until11pmwhenyoucalledme?Whattypeof

motherareyou?

CHARITY:Mxim,akereIleftherwithmymother.

Wheredidyoutakeher?

LETANG:Shewasadmittedtothehospital,stungby

ascorpion…hadInotturnedupwhenIdid

CHARITY:OhmyGod!Areyouserious?

LETANG:Charitythemmaletmetakeher.Iwon’t

takehertomyfamily,I’llfindamaidforher.

CHARITY:Sothattheycanabusemychild!Never!

LETANG:IfIgotocourtwiththisscorpionstory,

theywillgivemecustody.



CHARITY:(laughing)Goreboneee.Youare

alwaysaway,whodoyouthinkwillgiveyou

custodyofababyunderone?

LETANG:I’mbeggingthemma.Charityplease.

Whatdoyouwantmetodo?Dodownonmyknees?

Hekneltinfrontofher,begging.

LETANG:Please,pleasethemma.Iwillcontinue

givingyouthemoneyee.Justletmetakeher.

CHARITY:Nope…

Hefollowedherinthehouseandputthesleeping

babydown,thechokedCharity.

LETANG:Charitywee,IwillkillyoubeforeIletmy

babydieatyournegligence.KareI’mtakingOpene

today.Packherbags.

Hepushedherandslappedherwhenshedidn’t

move.

LETANG:Packhergoddamnbags!Nxla!

Whenshetriedtoscreamhecoveredhermouth

withhishandandslappedheragain.



LETANG:Itriedtobecivilwithyou,begging

respectfully.ButIforgetthatyouareadonkey,you

neverlearnunlessIbeatyou.I’mtakingmy

daughter,andthat’sit.

CHARITY:Iwillreportyou.

LETANG:GotryCharity,Iwillkillyouandmakeit

looklikeanaccident.Justtrymehelawena,nxla!

**********

IntheeveningSapeloarrivedhomeasthehouse

wasquiet,withEphraiminthekitchencooking.

SAPELO:Dumelang…bathobakae?

EPHRAIM:Itwasnevergonnawork.Howwillwe

startourlifewithmyfamilyhangingontouslike

that?Isentthemback.

SAPELO:Really?

Henoddedwithasmile.

SAPELO:Thankyou,anddon’tgetmewrong,Idon’t

hateyourfamily…

EPHRAIM:SometimesIthinkIdo.Butenough



aboutthem.Imadedinner.

Shecameoverandhuggedhim,givinghimakiss.

SAPELO:Ija,ebilethisfriendofminewasin

Indonesiaandshecameacrossfactorythatmakes

thesebrandedclothes,boRalphLaurenandall.

Gatwethosethatfailqualityassurance,maybe

thaleesatsamaasentle,theysellitatsuch

discountyoucanfindTomFordshirtatan

equivalentofbiP600.Igavehermoneytobuy

someforusandtheyhavearrived.Gogetthemin

thetruck.

EPHRAIM:Babe,Idon’tneedbo…

SAPELO:Kanamogongwethereasonthe

promotionyouhavebeenwaitingonanditnever

comeseventhoughtheytellyouyouarethebest,is

becauseofyourpresentation.Asaseniormanager

youwillbemeetinginternationalclientsandall.

Makgoabamakgakgakana,whenyoucome

lookingdull,theylookdownonyou.Evenbonebo

Zuckerbergbaditshirt.Thedresslikethatbecause

theyalreadymadeit,whenyouaretryingtomakeit,



youneedtolooksharp.Yourbossesatworkright

nowwhentheylookatyoutheyjustshakeheads

sayingthisonewillembarrassus.Gogetthe

clothesrra.

Hecamewiththelargebagandtriedthemany

clothesasshelookedoverandtoldhimhowto

matchthem.

EPHRAIM:Idon’tknowhowtothankyou.

SAPELO:(smiling)ThankmewhenyouareaSenior

Manager.Iwannaseeyousucceedbabe.Hereisa

colognealso.

************

InthemorningSapelowokeupearlyandironed

Ephraim’sclothes,thenfixedthembothlunch

boxesbeforegoingtowakehimup.

Afterheleftforwork,Sapelowaspackingthefood

boxessheneededtodeliverwhensheheardaloud

bangingknock.

ShewenttoopenandmmaEphraimstoodatthe

doorfurious.



MMAEPHRAIM:Eegorianayouarelikethis!I

wantedtoacceptyouasadaughter,butwenayou

arelookingdownonus,huh?Mychildrenarenot

goodenoughforyourfancyhouse?Remember

everythinghereismyson’s,soIdon’tunderstand

whereyougetthenervetokickthekidsout.

SAPELO:Bathong,Iwasn’tevenherewhenEphraim

did.

MMAEPHRAIM:whatdidyousaytohimtomake

himdosomethinglikethat?

SAPELO:Nothing,I…

MMAEPHRAIM:Ee,whenheknocksoffyoumust

tellhimletlegotsaabana.

SAPELO:I’mafraidI’mnotgonnadothat.

MMAEPHRAIM:What?Areyoutalkingback?Hee!

(clappinghands)

SAPELO:Noma’am.Iwasjustsayingtheywillnot

becomingtostayhere.

MMAEPHRAIM:Otshwanetsewabooikutusanto

yasekgoa,keengegobelathatayaana(Itmustbe



yourfirsttimeinamodernhouse,whyisitmaking

yousofullofyourself)

Sapelojustkeptquiet.

MMAEPHRAIM:Don’tforgetthateverythinghereis

myson’s,Ijustneedtosaythewordandhewill

throwyououtotswakapentihela.

‘Actuallyonlythehouseistechnicallyhis,even

thoughrentedinmyname.Andfurnitureisallmine.

I’velonghadmybusinessesbeforeImetEphraim.

Soyourstatementiswrong’

Shesaidinherhead,butoutwardshejustkept

quietandlookeddown.

MMAEPGRAIM:Girly,youmadeamistakeby

angeringme.Youwillneverbeacceptedinmy

family.Notevenbyourextendedfamily.Legone

youhavenomanners,gomakemesometea.

Shesighedandwenttomaketheoldladysometea,

relievedwhenshefinallyleft.

Shewenttoworkandalldayallshecouldthinkif

was‘didshereallywanttomarryintothisfamily?



ButshereallydidloveEphraim,anddidn’twantto

losehim.Hewasagood,lovingrespectfulman.

************

AfterworkEphraimmetwithhisfriendandhis

brother.

BOLOKANG:Damn!Youlooksharp!IsthatTom

Ford?

LETANG:Damnman,okareoslaykingsakoCBD.

Niice!

Helaughed,thinkinghowthecompanyCEOhad

complimentedhimalsotoday.Sasawasright,his

bossesattitudestowardshimweremuchbetter

today

EPHRAIM:(laughing)I’llpassthecomplimentsto

Sasa.

BOLOKANG:WaitsennaifImetaSasa,Imarryher

thenextday.Asexy,thick,hotbusinesswoman

whoisstillsubmissiveandtreatsyoulikeaman?

Nnarraifshewasn’tyoursnkabokemotsaaon

whoevershewouldbewith.



LETANG:Dude,that’sinappropriate,youcan’ttalk

likethataboutsomeoneyoucallafriend’swoman.

Especiallytotheirface.

BOLOKANG:Calmdown,Iwasjustsaying.

EPHRAIM:Well,sheismineandrememberthat.

AndthatIhaveameanlefthook.

BOLOKANG:Youareliterallymybrother,ao.Butke

beileleithoherfriend,Olebile.Invitemetolunchon

SaturdayandinvitehersoIcantalktoher,Ididn’t

getachancetogethernumberlasttime.

EPHRAIM:Ok,I’llaskSasaifwecandithat…

BOLOKANG:Shit,bonathemonnagoregotsene

eng?(lookwhatjustwalkedin)

Heturnedtolookandathickgirlwearingshort

tightsthatshowedherfatcameltoe,andaboob

tubewalkedin.

EPHRAIM:Thatattractsyou?

BOLOKANG:Nottokeep,eww.Justtohit,sheishot,

lookatthatfatpussy.Olebegamonate.

LETANG:Nnawhileyouarestilltalking,I’mgoingto



makeamove.I’mhittingthattonight!

BOLOKANG:Lets,ae,Isawherfirst…

LAUGHING:(laughing)whatisthis,primaryschool

playground?ThereisnosuchthingasIsawher

first.Byeloser.

Helaughedandwalkedovertothegirlandchatted

herup,leadinghertoatable.

***********
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Sapelosatinherwarehousewithhertwo

employeessortingfoodboxedwhentherewasa

knock.

Agirlwalkedinandshecouldimmediately

recognizetheface.Mmathapelo,oneofthesisters

shehadnotmetyet.

Whatthehelldidshewantnow?



HER:Dumelang

SAPELO:Hi,Mmathapelo,right?

Fromthegetgoshecouldseeshewastheone

mostlikeEphraim.Introverted,humbleandshy.

SAPELO:Cometotheback,let’schat.

ShefollowedSapeloshyly.

SAPELO:Heygirl,wassup.I’mSapelo,Ephraimtold

meaboutyou.HowcanIhelpyou…

HER:I…I…Ifoundajob…

Shesaidnervously.

SAPELO:Ohyea?Congrats!Thatissogoof.

Ephraimtellsmeyouhavebeenlookingsinceyou

graduated.PraiseGod!

HER:Idon’thaveanyformalclothes.Ihadbought

somewhenIwasoninternship,butMasaluwore

themwhenImovedbackhomeandtheyareallold

andwashedout.Iwaswonderingifyouhadany

clothesyoudon’twear.Ididn’twanttoberudeand

askEphraimandIalsoknowheisstruggling

helpingthefamilyandyouaresavingforthe



wedding.Iamsosorrytobotheryou.

Shestrunghersentencestogetherquicklylikeshe

wastryingtosayeverythingshehadtosaybefore

shelostherguts.

SAPELO:(smiling)Girl,despitewhatyoursisters

mayhavetoldyouaboutme,Idon’tbite.Atleast

notgoodpeople.Andyes,youcancomebylater

andhavesomethingsthatcanworkforanoffice.

Nnakanathisismyofficeakere,Iameitheralways

wearingleggingsorjeans.

***********

Letangwokeupinahotelroomwiththegirlshe

metyesterdayatthebar.

Hequicklygotdressedandwenttothebusrankto

pickupBoitumeloandhercousinwhohadfailed

formthreelastyearandwasstayingatthefields

withhermother.

Gosh,howdidshelookolderthanBoitumelowhen

shewasseventeenandBoitumelowaseighteen.

Hedrovetothehousehehadjustboughtafterhis



bitcoindidwell,hehadbeenplanningtorentitand

stayinthebarrack.

LETANG:Thanksforfindingmesomeoneinsuch

shortnotice.

BOITUMELO:Don’tmention.IamhappyOpenewill

havesomeonewhoisreallygoodandcaring.

LETANG:Metoo.So,Ineedsomeonetotakecare

ofmydaughter,sheisninemonthsold,youmust

haveseenherwhenyouvisitedBoitumelo.Also,

cleaning,cooking,laundry,grocery.Youknow,the

average.Ialsosometimestravelforextended

periods,IamasoldierandIcouldbegonefor30

dayssometimesandyouwillbealonewithher.Is

thatok?

MASEDI:Yessir

LETANG:Undernocircumstanceareyouallowed

malevisitorsinmyhouse,andyouarenotallowed

tobeather.Isthatok?

MASEDI:Yes

LETANG:Cool.PayisP1200,andthejobisyoursif



youwantit.

MASEDI:Iwantit.Ialreadybroughtmybag,itsat

mmaBoitumelo’shouse.

LETANG:Ok,I’lldropyoutheresoyoucanseethem

andpickyouuptomorrowtostart.

HedrovethemtoBoitumelo’shomeandashe

parked,helookedatBoitumelo.

LESANG:BoitycanIspeaktoyouforaminute?

BOITUMELO:Sure

Aftertheothergirlhadlefthestarteddriving.

LETANG:Let’sgotomyplace,visitme…

BOITUMELO:Idon’tthink…

LETANG:Boity,nnatotaIloveyou.Icantellnyou

aresuchasweet,humble,hoodheartedperson,and

youaresobeautifultoo.Iwanttogettoknowyou.

Pleasespendtheafternoonwithme?Please?

BOITUMELO:(sighing)Fine.I’lltextmmeandtell

herIwenttostudy.

***********



Ephraimwalkedintohisparent’shome,hearinghis

sistersargue.

‘Mmathapelohowcanyougobuysuchexpensive

lookingthingswhenyouknowitshardathome,

Ephraimisunderthatgirl’sspell,andyouknow

Letangobogale.’

‘KanaMasaluIdidn’tbuythem,I…’

‘Iknowyourclothes,youdidn’thaveallthese.

Theselooknewandexpensive.’

‘Ididn’tbuythem.IaskedSapeloifshehad

anything,andshehadalotofformalclothes,she

saidsheworkedinanofficeforaweekandrealized

itwasnotforherandquit,sosheneverworethem

again,somesheneverevenwore,soshegavethem

tome.Shewearsexpensivestuff’

‘Mxim,thatgirlthinkshighlyofherselfmmeelentja

hela.Okalathelangwanamakgasa,doesshethink

weareherdumpingsite!Tendenciesofsomeone

whoisonlylearningtohavemoney.‘

Shesaidasshewentthroughtheclothes,picking

outthingsforherself.



Ephraimshookhisheadandwalkedin.

‘Masalu,thoseareMmathapelo’sworkclothes,

leavethem,akerekemakgasa.Andifyoureally

mustknow,Sasahasbuilthermomabighouse

andboughtherfatheravan,andsherunstwo

successfulcompanies,allofwhichshehadalready

beforesheevenmetme.Youhaveanervecalling

hernameswhenyoucan’tevenaffordtofeedyour

ownchildren.Sheisreallytryingtoaccommodate

youpeople,butallyoudoisinsulther.Sapelois

goingtobecomemywife,webecomeone,soknow

thatifyouarerejectingher,yourejectmeand

everythingofmine.WhereisOpene,nnaIjust

cametopickupLetang’schild.

Ashewalkedoutsomegirlwalkinginstarted

smiling.

HER:Noway!Ephraim?Isthisyou?Howlonghasit

been?

EPHRAIM:Years!LastIsawyou,youweregoingto

hustleinSouthAfrica.

HER:(laughing)Yeah,andIheardyouhavesome



fancyjobnow,youareabigbossandall.Hireme

therra,I’mlookingforajob.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Owaii,I’mjustanemployee.

HER:Anyway,Iwantedtoborrowcookingoilfrom

Masalu.Letmetakeyournumbersowecancatch

up.

EPHRAIM:Idon’tthinkso.I’mgettingmarriedsoon.

Sothelastthingweneedisto‘catchup’,youknow

whatthatalwaysmeanstoyou.Bye.

**************

Letangparkedinfrontofhishouseandwalkedin

holdingBoitumelo’shand.

Heledhertothebedroomandlaidinbed.

LETANG:ComeandliedownwithmethemmaI

don’tbite.

Sheshylylaiddowninthebedbesidehim.

LETANG:Sotellme,whoisBoity?

BOITUMELO:(shy)Idon’tknowhowtotalkabout

myself,tellmeaboutyou.



LETANG:(laughing)Wellplayed.Eish,whatcanI

say.LetsisjustLets,youalreadyknowI’masoldier,

butIhadalwayswantedtodobusiness..My

brotherwasstrugglingtotakecareofthefamily,so

afterformfiveIchosetoenlistsoIcanhelphim.

EventuallyIlearntsomefinancewithanonline

university,andnowIminebitcoinontheside.

BOUTUMELO:Ok

LETANG:NnammaI’mjealoustotaBoity,whenI

loveyouIgetjealous.

Hesaidcaressinghercheek,thengotontopofher

andstartedkissingher.

Heundidhershirtandstaredkissingdownherbody.

BBOITUMELO:Wait…I’mnotready…

LETANG:Comeonbabe…youseewhatyoudoto

me?

Hetookherhandandrubbeditonhisbulging

crotchandmovedherbracuptotheside,taking

hernipoleinhismouth,suckingwithasatisfaction

asshemoanedinpleasure.



BOITUMELO:I’mscared,Iheardithurtsthefirst

time.

LESANG:I’llbegentle…

BOITUMELO:Idon’tknow…I…

Hecoveredhermouthwithakissashishands

caressedher…

{EXPLICIT}

*************

SapelofinishedcookingwhileEphraimputmore

beeronthefridge.

SAPELO:Thiswasagreatidea,lifeissobusywe

don’thangoften,kahousewarmingwewerebusy

playingguest.Nowitsjustourveryclosefriends.

EPHRAIM:Yea,itwillbemorerelaxed.

Bolokangarrived,fistpumpingEphraim,thentried

tohugSapelo,whoignoredhim.

BOLOKANG:Itsmellsnicealready.Andyoulook

lovelyasalwaysSasa.Evensimplejeansandat

shirtsuityou!TotaGodtakeshistimecreating



somepeople.

SAPELO:Mxim…

Shelefttothekitchenannoyed.

EPHRAIM:Kantenemonna,doyouhaveacrushon

myfiancée?

BOLOKANG:Huh?What?No!Comeon,youarelike

mybrother,I’dnever…

EPHRAIM:Well,Idon’tlikehowyoucompliment

her..Let’sjustcutthatshitout.ThereisLebi,go

shootyourshot.

LaterLetangarrivedatEphraim’swithBoitumelo.

BOITUMELO:I’mshytomeetyourfriends,I…andI

stillfeelabitsore…itfeelslikeeveryonewilljust

knowthatwe…

LETANG:(laughing)Andiftheydo?Theyfucktoo,

wedidn’tdoanythingoutofthenorm.

Hepulledhercloserandkissedherforehead,then

heldherhandastheywalkedin.

LETANG:Heyeveryone,thisismygirl,Boitumelo.



Boity,that’smybrotherEphraim,hiswifetobe

Sapelo,Sapelo’sfriendOlebile,andourfriends

BolokangandPaphani,andPaphani’swifeLorraine.

ShewavedshylyassheheldontoLetang’shand.

Sapelocameoverandshookherhand.

SAPELO:Welcome,comein,makeyourselfathome.

WhatshallIbringyou,thereiswineandapplejuice

andbeer.

BOITUMELO:applejuiceplease.

SAPELO:Actually,whydon’tyoucomeinandhelp

meout.Ifyouwant

Astheyleft,theguyslookedatLetang.

EPHRAIM:Oromancertoronkoakere?

LETANG:(laughing)Relax,sheiseighteen.Ihave

seenherID.Whereismylittlelady?Thanksfor

gettingher.

EPHRAIM:Owaii,afterSasafedandbathedher,she

passedout.

*****************
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SapeloenteredthekitchenwithBoitumelo.

SAPELO:Youdon’ttalkmuch,doyou?

BOITUMELO:Nnyaamma

SAPELO:Owaii,boSasawearechatterboxes.So,

whatgradeareyouin?

BOITUMELO:Maa?

SAPELO:Skolo?

Shelookeddownembarrassed.

SAPELO:Iknowit’snotmyplacedear,butfinish

schoolandgetyourownfirst,youcanhavea

boyfriend,butdon’tlethimdistractyou,autwa?

BOITUMELO:Eemma

SAPELO:Letangisagrownmanwithalife.Hehas

ajob,ahouse…lovehim,butdon’tforgetthatyour



lifeisjuststartingwena,ok?

BOITUMELO:Eemma

SAPELO:Alrightgetyourselfajuiceinthefridge,

theguysdrinkbeer,IthinkEphraimtookitout,

taketheglassestotheladies,Iwillbringwineand

yourjuice.

**********

Theguyssattalking

LETANG:So,Ihavedecidedtomovetomyhouse,

gotamaidforPenelope.Shestartstomorrow.

EPHRAIM:Charityagreed?

LETANG:Fuckthatbitch,shenolongergotachoice

aftermychildalmostdied.Ijusttookher.

BOLOKANG:I’mwithyouthere.BitcheslikeCharity

donotdeserverespect.Kweeokaregonalebasadi

boSasa…

EPHRAIM:Yea,saysomethingatallaboutmy

womanagain,wan**la.Yourstupidlittle

complimentsareannoyingme.



Hestoodupandwalkedawayangrily.

BOLOKANG:WhatdidIdo?

LETANG:Honestly,juststop,youaregonnapiss

Ephofeventuallyandyouknowheisnotamanof

manywords,hetalkswithhisfists.

BOLOKANG:Ijo

HewalkedoffandfoundSapelo’sfriendOlebile.

BOLOKANG:Wenayoudodgedmelastweek

OLEBILE:(laughing)Dodgedyou?

BOLOKANG:Iwantedtotalktoyou…

OLEBILE:Ok,talkthen,hereIam.

BOLOKANG:(laughing)Aomma,inprivate.Obata

bathobautwahaonkgana?Letmegetyour

numberandIwillcallyoulatertonight.

Shegavehimhernumberthenwentbacktothe

ladies.

************

Ephraimwalkedbackintothehouseangry.Hemet



Sasacomingfromthekitchen,bringinganother

bottleofwine.

SAPELO:Paphani’swifecandrink,ijo!Babe,areyou

ok?

EPHRAIM:I’mok

SAPELO:Riight.Whatisit,spititout.

EPHRAIM:It’snothing,don’tworry.

SAPELO:Hidingthingsfrommenow?

EPHRAIM:Bolokangisannoying.Nottobother

yourselfwith,I’llsortitout.

SAPELO:Awwnow,don’tletthatnastyassholeget

toyou.Iknowitsabouthimpervingaboutme,and

ifyouarethisfurious,I’msurehegotthemessage

now.Youhavemypermissiontopunchhimifhe

keepsitup.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Thankyou,Ihavewantedto

dothatforhoursnow.Ilovetheguylikeabrother,

butthisdayswahetella.ButIdon’tblametheguy.

Whowouldn’tbejealousofme?Ihaveyou!

Hepulledhercloserandkissedher.



************

LaterLetangdroppedBoitumelooff.

HekissedherandthenhandedherP200

BOITUMELO:WhereamIgoingtotellmamaIgot

themoney?

LETANG:(laughing)Whywouldyoushowher?

WhenamIseeingyouagain?

BOITUMELO:I’mbusypreparingformyexams.

LETANG:Butwecantalkonthephoneakere.

BOITUMELO:WhenI’mdonestudying,yes…

LETANG:IloveyouBoity,I’mgonnamissyou.At

leastsendmeagoodnighttext.I’lltopupyour

phone.

Shelaughedandgavehimashykissbefore

runningin.Whenhewassureshewassafeinside,

hedroveoffsmilingfromeartoear.Shewassuch

goodenergyhecouldspendeverysinglemoment

withher.

***********



ThenextdayEphraimsatinthepantryhavinghis

lunchattheofficewhenoneofhisjunior

colleagueswalked.

HER:Youlooksonicenowadays,youareeven

bringingwellbalancedmealsforlunch,didyou

marryinsecretnerra?

EPHRAIM:(laughing)AreyousuggestingIlooked

shabbybefore?

HER:(laughing)Don’tputwordsinmymouthrra.

AllI’msayingisallofasuddenyouareallfresh.

Youarecomingtotheofficebashright?

EPHRAIN:It’snotabash,it’saawardceremony,

andyes,it’smandatoryforallstuff.

Shelaughedandpattedhimontheshoulder.

HER:NnaI’mjustexcitedforfreealcohol.Doyou

thinktheywillhavechampagne?Theyarerichmos.

Anyway,seeyoulater.

Shewinkedathimandwalkedoff.

*************

Sapelosatgoingoverherfriend’slaundrybusiness



books.

SAPELO:Thislooksgood.Ihaveorderedthatdry

cleanthingyouwantedtoo.

OLEBILE:Thankyouthemma.Ija,kanathatguy

hasbeenafterme.Bolokang…

SAPELO:Mxim,thereisjustsomethingIdon’tlike

abouthim.

OLEBILE:WenakanaSasawajola,youareeven

gettingmarried,whycan’tyoubehappythatIfound

someonetoo?

SAPELO:Ijo!Iwasn’tfightingmma.Iwasjust

sayingheisn’taguyI’dwanttobewith…

OLEBILE:Nobodyisaskingyoutobewithhim,are

they?Justbehappyforme.

SAPELO:Youknowwhat,youareright.I’mhappy

foryoufriend.

OLEBILE:(annoyed)Ihavetogo

Sheleftannoyed,thinkingofhowmuchBolokang

keptcomplimentingeverythingaboutSapeloall

nightattheparty.



*****************

Letangwenthomearoundlunchtocheckonhis

newnannyanddaughter.

Hesmiledashegotinandthehousewas

thoroughlycleaned,andOpenewasbathedanina

beautifuldress,sleepinginhercotasthenanny

cookedinthekitchen.

MASEDI:RragwePenelope.Youarehome.

LETANG:Anditseemjustintimetoo.Smellsnice!

Whendidyougetthechancetocleanup,thislittle

ladynevergivesmetimetodoanythingwhenI’m

withher!Andgettinghertonap?Wow!

MASEDI:(laughing)Thesecretistotireherout,Ilet

herchasemearounduntilshefinishedherenergy

thenIjustfeedher,bathher,andsheslept.

LETANG:Well,whateveryouaredoing,keepatit.

Youkeepmybabygirlhappyandhealthy,andwe

willbefriends.

Shewatchedhimgotothebedroom,wearingat-

shirtthatshowedhismuscleswellandhewasa



wellbuiltmanwithbigbiceps.

Boitumelohadsaidhesplitwithhisbabymama,so

hewassingle…helookedlikearesponsibleman

whoprovidedwellandtookcareofhis.

Hecameoutchangedintogreysweatpantsand

topless,goingtocleaninsidethecar,theninstalled

acarseatforhisdaughter.

Masedicametostandatthedoorandwatchedhim

forabit,admiringhowhismuscleflexedashe

moved.

MASEDI:Foodisready.Youarenotgoingbackto

work?

LETANG:Nah,Iamofftherestoftheday,Iwanted

totakeOpeneshopping,shehasoutgrownmostof

herstuff.

MASEDI:Icancomeifyouwant.Iamdone

cleaning.

LETANG:Thatwouldbenice,sheisahandfulout

there,alwaysfightingmetoputherdown.

Hesatdowninthesofaandturnedonthenewsas



Masedibroughtwarmwaterandaclothtowashhis

hands,thembroughthisfood.

****************

LaterEphraimarrivedhomeasSasawasdoingher

makeup.

EPHRAIM:Wow!Notthatyouneedmakeup,butyou

aregonnabethemostbeautifulgirlintheroom.

SAPELO:(laughing)Somemaysayyouarealittle

biasedMrThebe.Whatdoyouthinkofthisdress?

Shetookoutandworebeautiful,longsequined

silverdressthatclungtohercurvybodyso

beautifully.

EPHRAIM:Damn,youintendtomakeeverywoman

intherelooklikeawallflower?

Helookedoversmilingwithappreciation.

SAPELO:(laughing)Leomponakelemmaditruck

jaanatherrakeatekethapelennaketshwanele

banyana(Imaydriveatruckaround,butIcleanup

well)Hereareyourclothes,thisgreysuitisnice.

Theyfinishedgettingdressedandheadedtothe



awardceremonywhereEphraimwascommended

andgivebestemployeraward.

SapelowatchedasBolokangdancedandwastoo

touchywithsomegirlsattheafterawardsparty.

God,thatwasthemanLebiwantedtobewith?

AsEphraimwastalkingtohisboss,ayoungergirl

walkedoverandshookSapelo’shand.

HER:So,youarethewomanresponsibleforthis

awesometransformation?

SAPELO:Maa?

HER:Ephy,helookssonicethesedays.Allthe

ladiesarenoticing,weweretalkingabouthimjust

now.Wow!

SAPELO:Uh…thanks?

HER:I’mCristal.Likethechampagne,youknow…

youlookawesome,lookatthatdress!Wow!

Sapelosmiledtryingtobenice,butshewasjust

gettingbadvibesfromthegirl.

AsEphraimwalkedover,Cristalquicklywalkedto

himandhuggedhim.



HER:Wow!CongratsEphy.Youdeservetheawards

yougot.Andwhydidn’tyoutellmeyouhadsucha

beautifulwoman?

Ephraimpushedheroffofhim.

EPHRAIM:Becausewearenotfriendslikethat,

whatthehell.

Sapelojuststoodtherewithasmileonherfacebut

shewasangry.Whywasthatgirlthatcomfortable

withEphraim?

Astheyfinallygotinthecartoleave,shesaw

Bolokangleavingwithsomegirl.

EPHRAIM:Babe,Iknowyouareangry…

SAPELO:Youreckon,'Ephy'?

EPHRAIM:Iswearwearenotevenclose.Sheismy

juniorandshelikestotalktomesometimes..Iam

casualandniceenough,butthat’saboutit

SAPELO:Sofromthatshethoughtshecouldbeall

overyoulikethat,squishingherboobsalloveryou?

EPHRAIM:I’msosorry.ButIswearit’snothing.She

isnotevenafriend.



SAPELO:ItbetterbenothingEphraim.NnaIhave

notimefordrama,gatwestressisnotgoodfor

earlypregnancyand…

EPHRAIM:(happily)Wait,what?Pregnancy?

SAPELO:Iwasgonnatellyoutonight…Ifoundout

inthemorning…

EPHRAIM:(huggingher)OhmyGod!I’mgonnabea

dad?Forreal?Weneedtohastenthewedding

babe….Icouldgetaloanandwe…

SAPELO:No,wearenotgettingmarriedonloan,

andthereisnorush.

EPHRAIM:Butstill,I’msendingmyunclestoaskfor

yourhand..Ibetbythetimethewholeprocessis

over,wewillhavethemoneyforaweddinganyway.

AndImightfinallybegettingthatpromotion.Mr

Ledimosaidsomefavourablethingsthathintedata

promotiontoday.Wow!Iamsohappybabe.

***************

3Monthlater….

************
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EphraimsatonthebedfoldingclothesasSapelo

packedthemonthesuitcase.

EPHRAIM:IhatethatIhavetotravelrightnow.

SAPELO:(laughing)Willyoucalmdown,Iamoutof

thefirsttrimester,muchsafernow.I’llbefine.

EPHRAIM:Promisemeyouwon’tbeliftingheaving

things.

SAPELO:Ihiredtwotemporaryguystocome.Move

furniturearoundformewhenIhaveinteriordécor

jobs,andtohelploadingandunloadingfruitsand

veggies.Iamhiringonetododeliveriestomorrow.

Goenjoymahatshe’sburg.

EPHRAIM:MaybeIshouldaskmma-Sapeloto

come.

SAPELO:(laughing)Don’tyoudare!Mmetriesto



forcefeedmekana,Idon’twanttogainathousand

kiloswiththispregnancy.Hekissedherheadand

thecontinuedpacking.

Aftertheyfinished,hedrovetotheairportwithher,

andshedrovebackhomewiththecar.

*************

Boitumelorinsedhermouthafterthrowingupagain,

andwhenshecameoutofthetoilethermomstood

atthedoor.

MOTHER:Boitumelo,areyoupregnant?

BOITUMELO:What?No!

MOTHER:Girl,I’manurse.Iwouldknow.

BOITUMELO:(laughingnervously)Youalwayscall

meaheathenfornotgoingtochurchoften,Iam

sureifwetheworldisgettinganothervirginbirth,it

won’tbethroughme.

MOTHER:So,youarejustgonnahopethe

pregnancyaway?Mxim.Here,takethetest.

BOITUMELO:KanaI’mnot…



MOTHER:Thentakethetest,whatareyouafraidof?

Shereluctantlywentinthebathroomandtookthe

test,seatingdowncryingasitcameoutpositive.

MOTHER:Jaanongwhatareyoucryingforkawena

youareawoman,youcangoaboutopeningyour

legstomen,nxla!StandupmonnabeforeIget

angry.Andifyouthinkyouarequittingschool

Boitumelo,youbetterthinkagain.Youwillgoto

schoolkampabatebagotshegebankanaago,

akerewenahagoiwaskolongwenaobusyka

bobelete.Nxla!Whendidyoulastseeyourperiod?

BOITUMELO:Threemonthsago.

MOTHER:Mxim,gogetdresssowecangoregister

thepregnancy.Doyouevenknowwhothefatheris?

BOITUMELO:Mama!

MOTHER:KoorewantenaBoitumelo,Iraisedyou

alonestrugglingtogiveyouagoodlifeandyoudo

this?Mxim

***********

AfterarrivingintheUS,Ephraimwentwithhisboss



tomeetwiththeirnewclients.

MirandamadetheproposaloftheMarulaoiland

wine,andpotentialofmorefutureprojectthe

Ledimowantedtopartnerwiththelargehealth

companyfor.Attheendofthemeetingthehosts

setanothermeetinginafewdaystodiscussthe

verdict.

Theyleftthemeetingandwentbacktotheirhotel,

wheretheysatatdinnertalking.

MIRANDA:LookslikeMrsHayeslikesyou…shejust

kepteyefuckingyouthroughthemeeting.

EPHRAIM:Firstofall,I’mgettingmarried.And

secondly,isn’tshelike70!

MIRANDA:Comenow,sheisonly66.

EPHRAIM:That’solderthanmymom!

,MIRANDA:Ageisjustanumber.Comenow,don’t

beababy.Just…youknow,payherattention,show

herlove…andmaybealittlemore.Sheisthe

heiresstoherfamilylegacyandheadsthe

departmentwearedealingwith.Sheismakingthis



decision,andweneedherlikingus.So,givehera

nightofherlife.Youlooklikeamanwhocando

that.

EPHRAIM:Excuseme!

MIRANDA:Ephraim,darling…peoplewhosucceed

arethosewhoarewillingtodowhatneedsdoneto

getwhattheyneeddone.IheardMrLedimo

mentionyoutohisbrotherforconsiderationfora

directorialposition.Amassivepromotionlikethat

withinthreemonthsfromtheoneyoujustgotis

unheardof!Lookhowlongittookyoutogettothis

one.Itcantakeyouanothertenyearstogetthere!

Andthisprojectiswhatcansealthedealforyou

directly.

EPHRAIM:Miranda…Iamgettingmarried.

MIRANDA:IseeIwaswrongaboutyou…Ithought

youwereamanwithvision.Amanwhowanted

more…

EPHRAIM:OfcourseIdo,but…

Hephonerang.



MIRANDA:Oh,Alleysadearie,howareyou?Ihope

wedidnotforgetanything.

HER:Youfriendisquietthelooker…somanly…

MIRANDA:Heis,isn’the?

HER:Doesheplaychess?

MIRANDA:IfIrememberwell,hewaschampionin

mycountryatayoungerage.

HER:Ohmy..Wouldhecareforagamewithme?I

justbookedintothesamehotelwithyouguys.

Luxurysuite.

MIRANDA:Whowouldn’twanttoindulgeagraceful

ladylikeyou.Letmelethimresthisfeet,thenIwill

extendtheinvitation.

HER:Youaresuchadarling.

ShehungupandsmiledatEphraim.

MIRANDA:Youare‘playingchess’withherat8pm.

EPHRAIM:No,I’mnot.

MIRANDA:Youarenotgonnalosemeachanceof

beingCMOEphydarling.



EPHRAIM:Nowitcomesout…thishasnothingto

dowithme,it’sjust…

MIRANDA:Ithaseverythingtodowithyou.Youget

usthisproject,IbecomeCMO,youbecomedirector,

andwealllivehappilyeverafter.Youknowhow

muchIearnasadirector?

Shewroteanumberonthenapkinandpusheditto

himwithasmileasEphraimgaspedwithshock.

MIRANDA:Comeswithfullonmedicalcoveragefor

spouseandkids,companycar,house,subsidized

privateschools.Chancesatinternationalholidays

abroad.Ephraim,everyonewhoissomeonehas

hadtodosomethingtheyarenotproudofatsome

point,Oprah,BillGates,Zuckerberg…howdoyou

thinkaruralgirlfromBokspitslikemegotwhereI

amnow?WheredoyouthinkKaedigotthemoney

tobringbackthecompanywhenitwassinkingjust

beforehetookover?Iknowyouknowatsomepoint

LIDwasintroublefinancially.Hedidwhathehadto

doandhereweare.

EPHRAIM:Maybehim,butIamnothim.I’mnotlike



that.

MIRANDA:YouarenotcostingmemyCMO

promotionEphraim.Ifwelosethiscontract,Iwill

putitonyouandsayyoublewitdeliberately.Ihope

yourlittlegirlfriendwillbehappysupportinga

grownmanwhenyouloseyourjob.Interior

decorationcan’tbemakingmuchindeadold

Francistown.Oryoucandothis,getanother

promotion,haveyourfuturekidsgotoschoolwith

therich,getthebestofeverything.Sheisinthe

luxurysuite.Goodnight.

************

Sapelosatinthelivingroomwatchingtelevision

whenMmaThapeloknockedandwalkedin,hereyes

redlikeshehadbeencrying.

SAPELO:Mmat,areyouok?

MMATHAPELO:(sobbing)Kanammehasforced

MphiandRatietomoveintomyplace,andIcan’t

livewiththem…youknowhowmmeis,even

Ephraimcan’tgettoher…theyuseupeverything

wastefully,stealmoneyfrommywalletsomuch



thatsometimesIhavenomoneytogotoworkor

paymyrent…andit’sabachelorpad…Ican’tsleep

wellwithtwoothernoisypeople.Theyarenot

lookingforjobsliketheyaresupposedtobedoing.

I’msorry(sobbing)IjustneededtoventandIdon’t

havefriends.

Thegirlwassuchasweetlittlethingshedidn’teven

knowhowtostandupforherself.Shewasnever

gonnahaveherownlifeatthisrateandshe

deservedit.

SAPELO:MmaT,firstofall,youdon’tneedto

contributeanythingtothefamily,youdon’tearn

much,EphandLetangbuyeverythingandalsogive

yourmothermoney.Wenayoucanjustgiveher

P50hereandthenwhenyoucan,butyourbrothers

wantyoutostartyourownlife,notbehelduplike

theywere.Andaboutyoursisters,come,let’sgo,I

thinkIcanhelp.

Shedrovetoherplaceandfoundthetwoother

girlsfryingliverandjusteatingitasasnack.

SAPELO:Ladies,I’mgonnaneedyoutogetthefuck



outofthehouseI’mpayingfor.

MPHI:Waitsewenayouthinkhighlyofyourself.

Thisismysister’shouse…

SAPELO:I’mpayingforitsoo…tellthemMmaT

MMATHAPELO:(bitinghernails)Sheis…uhm…

sheispaying.

SAPELO:So,yousee,youaretrespassing,andyou

needtogetoutbeforeIgetthepolice.What?Ihave

triedtoplaynicefortoolong,butyoumustrealize

thatifyoupushsomeonetoohard,eventuallythey

pushback.AkereyousaidIamawitch,sonow

aren’tyouafraidofbeingbewitchedstayinginmy

house?Let’sgetpacking.

TheypackesangrilyasMphiwentoutsideonthe

phone.AfewminuteslaterSapelogotseveralcall

backs.

Shesighedandcalledhermotherinlaw.

MMAEPHRAIM:Kantewenaontsejang,don’tyou

knowyourhusband’ssiblingsareyoursiblings?

Wheredoyouexpectthemtogowhenyouthrow



themout,threateningtocallthepoliceonthem?

Whatkindofpeopledoyoucomefromwhodon’t

understandfamily?

SAPELO:HowcanIseethemasmysisterswhen

theydon’tseemethatway?See,Letangand

MmathapeloknowIamtheirsister,iftheywantany

helpandifwecan,wehelp,andifweneedhelptoo,

theyhelp.

MMAEPHRAIM:Warewagoratathegorapelwa,

mxim!Nowyouhaveevenbewitchedmyson,he

doesn’tevenlistentome.Youdon’tevencarethatI

amsick,sincemysonisnotaroundyoudon’tcome

tocheckonme.Butifitwasyourmother,you’dbe

running.

SAPELO:MmehowwouldIknowyouaresickwhen

youdon’ttellme?Itoppedyourphoneakere.

MMAEPHRAIM:Mxim,youthinkairtimelasts

forever?

SAPELO:P100finishedinthreedays?Ijo.Anyway,

whatdidthedoctorsay?

MMAEPHRAIM:Whatdoctor,didyoutakemeto



one?Allyouknowhowtodoisdrivemyson’scar

around.

SAPELO:Akeretherearefiveotheradultsinthat

house.Whydidn’tMasalutakeyou?Oryourniece,

orMishingo,oranyone?

MMAEPHRAIM:Masaluwhere?Sinceknowingher,

haveyoueverseenherdoanythingproductive,

mxim,totaithelaobuaengokaegawatalajaana?

Akereherchildren’sfathershavepaidmaintenance,

shehasgonetoenjoywithhernewboyfriend.Iwill

diehereandthenyouwillseeyoucouldhavetaken

bettercareofme.Gooddaughterinlawstaketheir

motherinlawsandlivewiththem.

SAPELO:(sighing)Youknowthatisnothappening.

I’llcometotakeyoutotheclinicinthemorning.

MMAEPHRAIM:Bringmeabigcokewhenyoudo.

Andstopchasingthekidsaway.

SAPELO:Owaii,theseonesarecomingbackthere.

Theyareleavingnow,thereisnootherwayaround

it.

************



Masedifinisheddoingthebaby’shair.Shebathed

herandbathedtoo,fixingherselfup.Letangwas

comingbackfromhistripafterbeinggonefora

week.

She’dseenhimseveraltimeswithBoitumelo,butit

didn’tlookserious,andBoitumeloalwaysgotall

thegoodthingsanyway.Shewasthesmartone

whogotgoodgrades,withamomwhowasworking.

WhereasMasedimomlongquitschoolbeforeeven

finishingstandardsevenandherfatherhaddidn’t

evenhaveformaleducation,theylivedinasmall

settlementworkingforpeopleinthefields.

Whenshestartedtodoformoneshehadcometo

livewithBoitumeloandhermom,anditwasalways

obviouswhothechildofthefamilywas.Whenshe

failedformthree,mmaBoitumelosentherback

sayingthereisnoreasontosupportafailure

anymore.

MarryingLetangwasherchancetoabetterlife.He

actedlikehewasoblivioustoher,butshejust

neededtoshowhimshewasthewomanforhim,

thatBoitumelowasjustspoiltandimmature.



**********

Ephraimsatintheroomthinking.NowayMr

Ledimo.wouldsackhimforthat…therewere

laws…

Butthenagain,theywereLedimo,theycouldget

aroundlawsandhecouldendupunemployed.

Hecouldn’texpectSasatotakecareofhimandhis

family,andhewasn’tgonnafindajobthatpaidhim

whatheearnedifhelistthisone.

AndtobehonestbeingDirectorinaconglomerate

wouldn’thurt.

Notonlywasthepayandbenefitssweet,butit

openeddoorstoo…interactionwithpeoplein

power…opportunities.

Heshoweredandputoncologne,thenwent

downstairstorequestelevatortoluxurysuite.They

calledherandsheacceptedhimcomingover.

Theliftopenedstraightintothehumongoussuite.

Heclearedhisvoiceandputonhisbestsmile.

EPHRAIM:Iheardyouplaychess?



Hesaidwithawinkandwatchedtheolderlady

blush.

Yup.

Theyweregonnagetthiscontract.Oneofthe

biggestthecompanywouldhave.Andhewould

havebroughtitin.

Andhewasgonnabedirector.

ItwouldbesweettogiveSasathelifeshedeserved,

tohaveenoughmoneytoinvestinherbusinessso

shecouldhiremoreanddidn’thavetoworkso

hard…tohavetheirfuturekidsinthebestschools,

withalltheopportunitieskidsoftherichgot…

HER:Ido…Iheardyougot…ehm…skills.

EPHRAIM:(smiling)Waschampioninjuniour

school.It’ssohotinhere,doyoumindcrankingthe

A.C?

Hesaidashetookoffhistshirtandsmiledasthe

oldladygaspedandblushed.

HER:Ohmy…

EPHRAIM:Well,areweplayingorwhat?



************
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Letangparkedadistancefromtheseniorsecondary

schoolandBoitumelogotinthecar.Shehadcalled

himcryingandshewasstillsobbing.

LETANG:Heybabe,what’swrong?

BOITUMELO:Ijusthadabadday…

LETANG:Boitumelo,youcalledmeinthemiddleof

thedaycryingatschool!Ihadtofakean

emergencywithmydaughter.Youhavebeenall

moodythepastfewweeks,what’sgoingon?

Shecoveredherfacewithherhandsandsobbed.

Letangputhishandaroundhershoulderandkissed

herhair.

LETANG:Ipromiseyou,whateveritis,wecan

handleit.Areyousick?



BOITUMELO:(sobbing)I’mpregnantLetang.

LETANG:(sighingwithrelief)ThankGod!Mymind

wasgoingtocrazythingslikesomeincurable

disease.

Hepulledhercloserandkissedher.

BOITUMELO:(angry)Howcanyoubesocalm

Letang,I’mpregnant.

LETANG:Unexpected,butnottheendoftheworld.

You’llfinishyourexamsandthenhavethebabyand

Icantakehimwhileyougotouniversity.It’sok.

BOITUMELO:Peoplearegoingtolaughatmewhen

Istartshowing,bythetimeIfinishexamsIwillbe

sevenmonths!Myuniformwillgettightandall…

MaybeI’lljustdoformfivenextyearanddropout

now.Mymomwillprobablythrowmeout,soIcan

comelivewithyou…yea,Ishoulddropoutand….

LETANG:Nope…wecanbuyyounewuniforms,

andyou’llbefine.I’mnotsayingthistobehardon

youbabe…educationisimportant,akerennaI’m

justasoldier,yougetaPhDandbetheDr.ofour

family.Youaresmart.



BOITUMELO:But…

Hepulledhercloserandkissedher.

LETANG:Ababyisablessingmylove!I’mexcited.

Youwillbetoointime.Comeon,whatdoyouwant

toeat?

BOITUMELO:pizza.Debonairs…andsome

chocolate.

LETANG:Pizzaitisthen…don’tworrybabe,wegot

this.

*************

Sapeloarrivedatherbusinessandfoundher

employeesjustlookinginshockasmmaEphraim

andhersisterwerepickingupvegetablesandfruits,

puttingthem.Inacrate.

MMAEPHRAIM:IwastellingmmaPelonomithat

wecanneversufferwhilemysonhasafruitsand

vegetablesbusiness.OtseeleditapolemmaP.This

girlwillgodropuswithmyson’struck.Boy,liftthis

cratetothetruck…

SAPELO:(angry)Yoursondoesnothaveadamn



business!Jesus!Akereyousuckedhim near

bankruptcytakingeverythingfromhimlikethe

leechesyouare,mxim!Mysonmyson,whenmy

businesshadbeenoperatingforayearbeforeI

evenmetyourson?Thistimeyouhavegonetoofar,

notonlytostealfrommybusiness,butalso

bringingotherswithyou?Thisistoomuch,nxla!

Youtouchevenasinglefruitorveggiesinthereyou

betterbereadytopayorbereportedfortheft.

Shewalkedoffangrilyasasingletearrandown

hercheek.Herbusiness?Thiswasherchild’s

futureandtheywantedtorobher?Noman,this

wasenough!Ithadmadehersoangry,andher

pregnancyhormonesblewawayeverylittlebitof

composureshehad.

***************

Ephraimnervouslywalkedtowardsthecompany

CFO’soffice.Ithadbeenaweeksincetheycame

back,withthedealsecuredatabettervaluethan

hadbeenanticipated,onalongerterm.

Hestoodinfrontofthedoorandrubbedhishands



togethernervously,deepbreath…thenknocked.

‘Comein…‘

Themanhadalwaysbeenfairandmorerelaxed,a

calmintrovertedperson,awholelotmore

approachablethanhisCEObrotherinEphraim’s

opinion.

EPHRAIM:Youwantedtoseeme,MrLedimo?

HIM:(smiling)Themanofthemoment.Comein,

seatdown.

Hesatonthechairoppositetheman’stable.

HIM:IheardyouwerequitthestarintheHeyes

negotiation?Miracannotstopravingabouthowyou

negotiatedabetterdeal.

Ephraimlookeddown.

HIM’Ah,amanlikemyself,nottoogoodwith

compliments,ey?Butbestbelieve,Itooknoticeof

yourwork.Youhavebeenduoforpromotionfora

longlongtime.Butyouweren’ttakinginitiativeman,

applyingyourself.Wehaveonlystartedsewingthis

inthepastyear…



Ah,justaroundthetimehemetSapelo.

HIM:Iwantedtowatch,observe.Andthepastfew

monthsyoutotallyshockedme.Startedlookingthe

parttoo,moreconfident,comingoutofyourshell.

That’swhenIdecidedyoucoulddoseniormanager.

Whoeversheis,cuffher,fast.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Her?

HIM:(laughing)Now,myman.Youknowdamnwell

thatnomanjustswitchestoa100likethisonhis

own.Youstartseeingamanthinkingstraight,

dressingnice,bringingalittlelunchboxtowork…

ahhh,youknowtheluckybastardsnaggedhimself

akeeper.

EPHRAIM:Sheisakeeper…wearegettingmarried

intwomonths.

HIM:That’sagoodman.Iheardaboutthat.And

youfinallydecidingtomanup,butespeciallythe

Heyesdealconfirmsmythoughtthatyouareready.

Youareabigfishinasmallpondinthatsenior

managerposition,youshouldhavepasseditalong

timeago!



Hepushedanenvelopetohim.Ephraimpaged

throughitwideeyed.DirectorofFinance.

Forthewholefuckingconglomerate,notjustits

branches.

EPHRAIM:Wow…

HIM:(smiling)Welovehappyemployees.Happy

employeesmeanqualitywork,andqualitywork

meansbigchecksinourpockets.Welcometothe

bigboyleague.It’shardashell,butIbelieveyougot

this

EPHRAIM:Thankyousir.

HIM:Youwillreportdirectlytomenow.So,please

don’tdisappointme.

EPHRAIM:Iwon’t,Ipromise.Thankyou,sir…

HIM:Good.NowgotoHR,theywillgiveyou

everythingthatispartofyourpackagewiththis

position.Now,Ihearyouareexpecting.

EPHRAIM:(smiling)YesSir.Ourfirst.

HIM:Congrats.Fatherhoodisthebestexperiencea

mancanhaveinmyopinion.Ihavefourlittle



rascalsandmylifehasneverbeenbetter.Thatsaid,

acongratulatoryslashsympathygift(laughing)

Takeyourgirloutonaniceholiday,enjoyyourlife…

sleep.Becauseoncethebabyishere,youarenever

gonnasleepagain.Ever.Maytheoddsforeverbein

yourfavor.

Theybothlaughed.

HIM:Butyoulooksad.Foramanwhoisscoringso

manywinsrightnow…gettingmarried,childonthe

way,justbecamedirector…it’snoneofmybusiness,

butifyouneedanear…

EPHRAIM:Ididsomethingwrong…Ijust…Ifeellike

Idon’tdeserveallthis.Theposition,mygirl…

Helookedathimwithsympathy.

HIM:AlleysaHeyes?

Ephraimnodded,scared.Yup,hewasabouttolose

thepositionbeforeheevenreallyhadit.Butthis

waseatinghimupandhedidn’twanttoliveinfear

ofthecompanyfindingoutandfiringhim.

Butinsteadhisbosssmiledathim.



HIM:Ephraim,myman,Iamgonnabestraightwith

you.Youareagoodlookingwellbuiltyoungman.

Youarejustsomejunglefeversnacktothese

superwealthywhitewesternerwomen.Trustme,I

knowthatalltoowell.Fromexperience.Wehaveall

hadtodosomethingunsavoryatapoint.Istill

remembermyownversionAlleysaHeyes.Made

mequestionmymorals.ButattheendofthedayI

realizedI’dratherwedidn’tloseLIDindustries.My

brotherandIsecuredfundshoweverwaywe

neededto,gottokeepourcompany,andwekept

going.Lickedourwoundsandheldourheadshigh.

It’sasmallpricetopayforabetterlife.Stop

worryingandenjoyyourgoodlife.

EPHRAIM:Thankyou.

***********

Masedipreparedlunchandthengotcleanedup

withthebaby,waitingforLetang.

Hewasnoticingwhatagoodwomanshewas.He

wasalwayscomplimentghercooking,howclean

herhousewas,andhowhealthy,happyandclean



hisdaughterwas.Soonhewillrealizeshewasthe

missingpieceinhislife.

HiscarparkedandhewalkedoutwithBoitumelo?

Whatwasshedoinghere,itwasstillschooltime.

Theywalkedinhandinhandasheheldabigbox.

LETANG:Sedi!Webroughtyouguyspizza,oryou

alreadycooked?

MASEDI:Wedid…

LETANG:Noproblem,wecanwarmupthepizza

laterorsomething.Boity,comeliedown.I’llwake

youupintimetotakeyouhome,doyouwantafoot

ruborsomething?

MasediwatchedannoyedasheledBoitumelotohis

bedroomandshecouldseeherfeetthatshewas

layinginbedashemassagedherfeet.

Shetookherphoneandwentout,callingheraunt.

MASEDI:Hello,mmaBoitu,Iknowthisisnoneifmy

business,butIamworriedabouther.

HER:Whathasshedonenow?



MASESI:Ijustthinkit’swrongofhertobeinthe

bedroomofagrownman’shouseduringschool

hours,especialwhenherexamsarecomingclose.

HER:Awhat…whatman?

MASEDI:Pleasedon’tsayIwastheonewhotold

you,Icouldlosemyjob,butBoitumeloisherein

rragwePenelope’sbedroomrightnow.

************

Ephraimsatdrinkingwithhisfriendandbrother.

PAPHANI:WhereisBlu?Hesaidhe’llcome.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Newpussy.Thereisanew

receptionistatworkhehasbeenchatting.Andhere

IwasthinkingheandOlebilewereserious.

Hetookanotherlargeswigofhisdrink.

PAPHANI:NgngEph,that’senoughmonna.You

don’tevenreallydrink.What’seatingyouup?

EPHRAIM:Nothing,I’mcelebrating.

Paphani:Boy,Ihaveknownyousincejuniorschool.

Iknowwhenyouarenotok.Speak.



EPHRAIM:Seriously!Ijustbecamedirector.Iam

celebrating.

LETANG:IagreewithPaps…whatisit?

EPHRAIM:Fine,fine!I’mnervousaboutmynew

position…

LETANG:Bullshit!

EPHRAIM:IcheatedonSasa!

LETANG:What?Areyouinsaneorsomething?

PAPHANI:OhcomeonLets,don’tactlikesome

saintwhenyoufuckaroundthemost.Cuttheman

slack,healreadylooksinpain.

LETANG:Sheisgonnaleaveyou,youknowSapelo

aintthetype.

PAPHANI:WhoisgonnatellSasa?

LETANG:Thesidebitch?

EPHRAIM:Thereisnosidebitch,itwasintheUS

trip.Aonenightstand.

PAPHANI:(laughing)Ojelekukuyamahatshe!

Laitiaka!Morereasontoshutthefuckupaboutit.



LETANG:Yea,Americangirlsaintlikeours,theycan

docasualsex.Hereyouhitoncemothosetsea

batlatocallyourmain.Nxla.Soitdoneanddusted.

Forgetaboutitandmoveon.

*************

IntheeveningSapelofinishedcookingdinnershe

waitedforabitandEphraimwasstillnothome.By

9pmsheateherdinnerandgotinbed.

Sheheardhimarrivearound2amsmellingof

alcohol.

Sheignoredhimandjustpretendedshewas

sleepingashepassedoutbesideher.

Inthemorningshewokeupandmadebreakfast.

Hewokeupwithathunderinghangoverandwentto

thekitchen.

EPHRAIM:Mma-Thebe,dowehaveanytablets?I

haveabadheadache…westayedupfinishing

somethinglastnight.Iddid’twanttowakeyouup

whenIgotin.

SAPELO:Soyouarealiarnow?Ephraim,since



whendoyoudrinkhelamothapelwang?Andthen

drive?

EPHRAIM:Babe,Icanexplain.

SAPELO:Ok,goahead…I’mlistening…

Heopenedhislaptopbagandhandedherhis

promotionletter.

EPHRAIM:Doublemycurrentsalarybabe!Plusa

houseneartheoffice,andIgetacompanycar

tomorrow.AndifIstaywiththecompanyanother

fiveyearswithproductiveresults,Igettokeepthe

car…seethemedicalbenefits?Isn’tthisawesome?

SAPELO:Itstilldoesn’texplainwhyyouwereout

drinkinglate.Sincewhendidyouevenstartdrinking?

Lastnightwasn’teventhefirst,sinceyoucame

backfromyourUStripyouhavebeenwithdrawn

andtwicealreadyyouwentoutdrinking.Whatis

goingon,Ephraim?Areyounervousaboutthe

wedding,orthebaby?

EPHRAIM:No,no,please!I’msoexcitedabout

both…



SAPELO:Then?Isitthenewpromotion?

Herubbedhisheadnervouslyandlookeddown.

EPHRAIM:Yea…it’suhm…yea…workstress.

SAPELO:Youarelying.Whyareyoulying?

Shesatdown,holdinghishandandkissingthe

palm.

SAPELO:Babe,whateveritis,wecangetthroughit

together.Butyougottaletmeknowwhatitisfirst.

Whenyouarenotok,I’mnotok,soplease,letme

helpyou…

Hesighedandpacedaputforabit,thencameto

seatdownwithher.

EPHRAIM:Well,thethingis…yousee…it’sjust…I

hadnochoiceSapelo.

SAPELO:Choice?

EPHRAIM:SomethinghappenedduringtheUS

trip….

************
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EphraimsattalkingwithSapelowhentherewasa

knock.

EPHRAIM:Well,thethingis,Ihadnochoice,Ihad

todoit…

SAPELO:Choiceaboutwhatkante?Whoisthatnow,

arg.

ShewenttoopenthedoortoherfriendOlebile

crying.

SAPELO:Lebi,babyareyouok?Whathappened?

OLEBILE:Hecheatedonmeagain.ThistimeI

caughthim,Iwenttohisplacewithouttellinghim

thismorning,andcaughthimwithsomeskinnylittle

bitch.KantewhyisBolokangdoingthis?

SAPELO:Becauseyoulethim.Youhavebeen

datingthismanforthreemonthsandhestarted

makingyoucrytheveryfirstmonth.Ogoboneo

sematlaakere,hecheatsyouforgive,helajalo.



OLEBILE:WhatdoyouwantmetodoSasa…

SAPELO:Leave,girl!Dumphim.

OLEBILE:(sobbing)Hewasallheweekanathisgirl

wasthrowingherselfatme,thenweweredrunkand

Ididn’tknowwhatIwasdoing

SAPELO:Nonsense!Heknewwhathewasdoing,

cheatingisalwaysintentional,Ihaveneverheardof

anyonewhowasjustwalkingmindinghisbusiness

andfellonpussy!Nothingcanjustifycheating,you

givethatdogtoomanychances,andIdon’t

understand.NnaIcouldneverforgiveacheat,that

issuchdisrespect!Youarefinanciallystable,

beautiful,smart,runyourownbusiness,sis,you

don’tneedhimforanythingatall…Idon’teventhink

adickyouknowyouaresharingcanbethatgood.

Youcandobetter.

Bolokang’scarpackedattheirgateandhecamein

running.

BOLOKANG:Lebicanwetalkplease…Olebilekana

youdon’tunderstand,thatgirlontsejalo,she

throwsherselfatmenand…



OLEBILE:Andyouarejustsomedefencelessbaby

whojusthadtofuckher?Nxla.Don’tannoyme

please.ThistimeI’mdoneBolokang.Ican’t,not

anymore.Sasa,Iwillcallyou.

ShestooduptoleaveandBolokangheldherhand.

Olebileslappedhimhardandgotinhercar,driving

off.

BOLOKANG:Sasa,youhavetospeaktoher…

please.IloveLebi,sheistheperfectwomanforme

and…

SAPELO:TheonlythingI’mgonnabesayingtoher

istoleaveyourungratefulass.Don’tinvolvemein

yourrubbish,mxim.Getoutofmyhouse.

BOLOKANG:IsEphin?

Hesaidlookingathecleavage,swallowingwitha

leer,goingdownherbodyinabodyhuggingmaxi

dress.

SAPELO:No,leave….Now,asshole!Andstop

lookingatmelikethat,it’sdisgusting,andyousay

youlovemyfriendandEphislikeyourbrother?



Ephraimcameinfromtheroom.

EPHRAIM:Everythingok?

SAPELO:Tellthisperverttogetoutofmyhouse

beforeIsplashhotoilonhisface.

EPHRAIM:Whatdidhedi?

BOLOKANG:Literallynothing,sheisjustbuttingin

onmyissueswithmygirlfriend.

EPHRAIM:Bona,Iwillseeyoulater.Youaremaking

theladyofthehouseuncomfortable,soyougotta

hititbro.Nohardfeelings.

*******************

Boitumelo’sphonerangandsheignoreditseeing

hermum’snumber.Aftersseveralattemptsshegot

amessage.

‘Eekeepbunkingschoolhelajalolebeletekweena.

Youaregoingtoamounttonothinglikeyourfather,

mygoodbrainswerewastedonyou,youarebook

smartfornothing,wagopalelwakegoitirelasepe

mobotshelongandbeoneofthosepeopleyou

alwaysheardotherssaying‘kanashewassosmart



atschool’.Iwouldhavebeensurprisedifyou

finishedschoolosaima,wagosotlegawiththat

fatherlessbastardofyours.Gotoschoolnow,oro

nnelerurigonekoo.’

Shereadthemessageandlaidofthebedsobbing.

LETANG:Babe,what’swrong?

Shehandedhimaphoneasshebrokedowncrying.

BOITUMELO:Mymomisniceandraisesmewell

mostofthetime,butwheneverIdowrongshe

alwayssaysthesethingstome.

Hehuggedandkissesher.

LETANG:I’msosorrybabe…maybeyoushould

introducemesoIcantellherIintendtomarryyou.

BOITUMELO:Ijoshewillkillme…it’sok,I’mused

toher.

LETANG:Howdidsheevenfindout?

BOITUMELO:Maybeshesawusatthemall.

LETANG:I’msosorrybabe…

***********



Ephraimsatinthelivingroomthinkingaboutwhat

Sasahadsaid.

‘Icouldneverforgiveacheat’.

Saronacamebackintheroom.

SARONA:Ija,whatadisturbance.

Shesaidasshewashedhishandsbeforehanding

himaplateoffood

SAPELO:Ehee,wherewerewe?Whatwereyou

abouttotellme?

EPHRAIM:It’snothing,don’tworryaboutit.

SAPELO:NoEphraim.Youdon’tstartallthisodd

behaviour,drinking,stayingoutlate,withdrawn,and

tellmeitsnothing.Yousaidsomethinghappenedin

theUS.Whatwasit?

EPHRAIM:Well…I…uhm…Ididsomethingwrong

togetacontractsigned.

SAPELO:Whatdidyoudo?

EPHRAIM:I…I…Iblackmailedtheclient.

SAPELO:Ephraim!



EPHRAIM:Wewereworriedwewouldlosethe

contract,anditwasthebigbreakIneeded.Senior

managersaren’ttakentonegotiatebigdealslike

thatone,butMirandasaidIhadpotential,sothey

gavemetheopportunityandIusedit.NowI’m

director.

SAPELO:YouhavetotellyourbossesEphraim.

Blackmailisillegal.

EPHRAIM:Itreallywasn’tabigdeal,Iamprobably

overreacting.AndIdidtellmybossandhe

understoodwhyIdidwhatIhadtodo.

SAPELO:Still,thisisnotgood,climbingupby

hurtingothers?

EPHRAIM:Ifit’sanyconsolation,Italkedtothe

clientandwearegoodnow.

SAPELO:Ok,that’sbetter.

Sapelo’sphonerangandsheanswered.

SAPELO:Mama?

MOTHER:Sapelo,yourinlawswereher,gatweyou

insultedyourmotherinlaw?Aongwanaka,when



didyoustartbeingthatperson?

SAPELO:Me?Insulther?WhendidIeven…oh..I

didn’tinsultthatwoman,Itoldhertostopstealing

fromme.

MOTHER:Eemmammetheywantadisciplinary

meeting..Theysaidtheywillcomeintheevening,

youshouldbethere.

SAPELO:(sighing)Fine.

***************

MasediwatchedasLetangcamefromthebedroom

inhisuniformpantsandat-shirt.Helookedso

good,hisbicepsstretchingthetshirt.

LETANG:Sedis,I’mgonnagobacktowork,please

watchoveryourcousinforme.Makesureshe

takesthatmedicineonthetable,wejustgotgatwe

ithelpsnausea,andhervitamins.Andmakesure

sheeats.

MASEDI:Eerra

Hewenttokisshissleepingbabyandheadedoff.

AnhouraftersheleftBoitumelocameintothe



kitchen.

BOITUMELO:Idon’tfeellikepizzaanymore,what

hadyoumadeforlunch?

MASEDI:Idon’tworkforyouBoitumelo,employing

isnotdicktransferable.WhyshouldIgetyoufood?

BOITUMELO:Andthenwena?WhendidIsayyou

shouldgetmeanything?KayoucanjustsayImade

papandnnaIwilltakeitandwarmformyself?

Sorrymmaifaskingwhatsomeonecookedis

offensive.Sotouchy!Onewouldthinkyouarethe

onepregnant?

Masedilookedatherannoyed.Pregnant?Whydid

shehavetobepregnant,argg.

MASEDI:Youarepregnant?

BOITUMELO:(giggling)Unbelievable,Iknow,right?I

wassoscared,butLetangissoexcitedthatIhave

warmeduptothislittlethingtoo.Iboughtsuchcute

teenyweeniethingsattheshops!Somesocksand

shoesandwhiteveststobeneutral!It’sactually

exciting.Sedi,areyouok?



MASEDI:IamjustannoyedBoitumelo.Youareso

smart.Youcoulddoevenbetterthanevenyour

mom!Toseeyougamblingyourlifeawayforaman

likehim…

BOITUMELO:Whatdoyoumean‘amanlikehim’

MASEDI:Nothing

BOITUMELO:ComeonMasedi.Doeshebringother

girlshere?Whatisit?

MASEDI:Ijo,nnyaamma,.Obatlagonkgolega.I

knownothingandpleasedon’tsayanythingabout

himtome,Iwilllosemyjob.

Boitumelowenttoseatonthebedsulking.What

elsecoulditbe,thatwaswhatMasedimeant,he

wasbringingsomeothergirltothehouse.Hewas

cheatingonher.

Shesatonthebedcrying,thenpickedupherschool

bagandtookataxihome,blockingLetangonthe

way.Gosh,shewassostupidtothinkthissillylittle

fairytalewasreal,nowhereshewaspregnantwith

acheater’schildoext.Maybeallhermothersaid

wasright,shewasonlybooksmartbutstupidin



everythingelse.

**************

Sapelosatinfrontofhermother’shousewith

Ephraim’sfamilyandherauntsanduncles.

EPHRAIM’SAUNTS:Ok,sinceweareallhere,lets

start.BathobaModimo,weareherebecausemy

sisterisbeingabusedbythisgirlbeforesheiseven

adaughterinlaw.Sheinsultsherlikeachild,I

witnesseditmyselffirsthand.

SAPELO’SAUNT:Weheardyou,andwewouldlike

tohearherresponsebecauseshewasnotraised

likethat,andisnotthatperson.Sasa,what

happened?

SAPELO:Mmangwane,thesepeoplehavenever

acceptedme.Thecallmeawitch,aprostitute,all

sortsofnames.ButIjustletthem…

MMAEPHRAIM:Sheisaliar,Itriedtoaccepther

andshethrewmygrandkidsoutwhenIhadbegged

hertohelpthemwithaplacetostay.

SAPELO’SAUNT:Letthechildfinishherstory,you



havetoldusyourside.

SAPELO:(sobbing)Itriedaunty…Inevertalkback,

evenwhenherkidsthatareyoungerthanmeinsult

me.AndIdidn’tchasethosekidsout,Ephraimdid.

Hecamehometothem bringingfriendsinand

bangingloudmusic,usingmineandhispersonal

stuff.Iwasn’tevenhomewhenhethrewthemout,

hedidn’tevendiscussitwithme.AndIdon’tblame

him.Theyarerudeanddisrespectfulandwould

havemadeourhousealivinghell.

MMAEPHRAIM:Yousee?Shethinkssheisbetter

thanus!Shelooksdownonus.

MMASAPELO:Nottointerrupt,butSapeloisnot

thatperson,shewillneverlookdownonsomeone.

MMAEPHRAIM:Areyoucallingmealiar?Oh,so

youraretheoneteachinghersuchbadmanners!I

didn’tknowwewerecomingheretobe

disrespected!Let’sgo.It’sawastehere,these

peoplehavenomanners.

SAPELO’SAUNT:(sigh)Weweren’tsayingthatat

all,wearejustshockedbecausewedidn’traiseher



likethat.Seatdownbagolo,let’stalkitout,thekids

can’tmarrywhenthereisdiscordbetweenour

families.Sasa,isthatallyouhadtosay?

SAPELO:No.These‘insulting’incidenthappened

yesterday.Igottomyworkshopandfoundmma

EphraimandmmaPelonomitakingveggiesand

fruitsfromtherewithcrates.Iamasmallbusiness,

Icanallowfamilytocometakemyproduct

whenevertheyfeellikeit.Itoldthemtostop,and

apparentlythatasaninsult.MmaEphraimstarted

goingonarantabouthoweverythingwasherson’s,

thebusinessIhaveownedbeforeIevenknewthat

man,thetruckthatisonmyname,paymentfully

madebyme…everything.Iamhumantoo,andI

havetakenalotfromthatwoman,soIsnappedand

toldherifshedidn’tstopIwillcallthepolice.ThenI

left.Ineverforonceinsultedher.

SAPELO’SAUNT:Shesaysyouweretellingthem

howyoufoundthempoorandimprovedtheirlives.

SAPELO:Ihaveneversaidthat,Godismywitness.

MMAEPHRAIM:Youhearher,justlikehermother



callingmealiar?TotaboEphraimbaselasela,what

kindoffamilyishemarryinginto,bringussuch

nonsense.

MMASAPELO:Heela,mosadi,don’tcomeinsultme

inmyownyard,evenifmydaughtersaidthat,was

shelying?Yoursondidn’tevenhaveahouseofhis

ownandstillwouldn’tathisageifitwasn’tformy

daughter.WetreatEphraimrightbutyoupeople

treatmydaughterlessthanadog!Don’tyoudare

tryinsultusinmyhome!Howdoesamanlike

Ephraimcomefromawomanlikeyou?

SAPELO:It’sokmama,letherbe.

MMAEPHRAIM:Nxla,nonsense!Soit’slikemother

likedaughterIsee.Forgetit,mysonwillnever

marryyou!Forgetusaskingforherhand,we

cancelthatnow!Ephraimwon’tmarrythisrude

thing,Iknowthatchildyouarecarryingisnoteven

his.Let’sgolona.

Shewalkedoutangrilyandherentouragefollowed.

*************

Ephraimsatdrinkingwithhisfriends.



LETANG:Areyouok?

EPHRAIM:Iamworried.Mmeandsomeauntsand

uncleswenttoSasa’sparentsthiseveningon

somesillybullshit.Iwantedtocome,butmma

Sapelosaidit’sbetterifIdidn’tsoIdidn’tget

caughtupinit.Youknowhowmmeis.

PAPHANI:SohowdiditgowithSasakaissueele?

BOLOKANG:Whatissue?

EPHRAIM:Nothing.Itdidn’tgo.Howarethingswith

Lebi,Blu?Sheseemedpissedthismorning.

BOLOKANG:Lebiistripping.These‘gotmyown

thing’bitchesareannoyingbecausebaratagolaola.

Italwayseasierwhenshedependsonyou

financially,PaphiisluckyLorraineisahousewife.

EPHRAIM:Howisgettingcaughtcheatinggo

laolwa,Blu?Ifyoulosethatgirl,trustme,youare

nevergonnafindonelikeher.

BOLOKANG:Eish…Iknowmyman.Iknow.Ilove

her.Andmymomloveshertoo,kanashenolonger

evencallsme,shejustcallsLebi.Andithasbeen



onlythreemonths.Shemetheratmyplaceby

mistakewhenmmeshowedupunannounced.From

theretheyhavebeenfriends.

PAPHANI:Andthat’sthewomanyouwanttolose?

Naarewenayouthinkwedon’teatonthesideBlu?I

havebeenhappilymarriedforthreeyearsnow.I

stillkeepmyside,butsheknowsherplaceandshe

knowsgagotshamekelwenearwifey.Youneedto

giveyourgirlseritemonna,letherfeelliketheonly

girlintheworld,dowhateveryoudokgakalaleene.

EPHRAIM:Howaboutyoujustmarrythewoman

youloveandstaywithheralone,thathappilyever

aftershit,youknow?

Theyalllaughed.

LETANG:Bro,lookatitlikethis.What’syou

favouritefood?Dumplingsakere?Canyoueat

dumplingseveryday?No.Onceinawhileyouwant

variety…butitdoesn’tmeanyoustoploving

dumplings.

EPHRAIM:Yea,well,womenarenotfood.NnaI’m

happywithmyone.Wearehavingababyand



gettingmarried,whatmorecanamanwant?

LETANG:Talkingaboutthat,babynumbertwoon

thewayforme.Boityisexpecting.

EPHRAIM:Notonlydoyoufuckachild,youmake

sureeveryoneknowsbyimpregnatingher?You

reallyfancyjail,don’tyou?

LETANG:Dude,theagedifferencebetweenmeand

herisseven.Theagedifferencebetweenyouand

Sasaisnine!

EPHRAIM:Sasaisanadult!

LETANG:Boitumeloiseighteen.

PAPHANI:Ephistripping,ImetLorraineat

seventeen,andmarriedherattwentyone.Tlogela

Letslelekgelalagagwe.Keemahatafolengele

andIneedawingman…

Hesaidpointingatatableofskimpilydressedgirls.

BOLOKANG:Ivolunteerastribute!Youguys?

EPHRAIM:Nothankyou,I’mgonnaseathereand

drink.



LETANG:IgottaheadhomeandtalktoBoity,sheis

inamoodforsomereasonandIhavenoideawhy.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Theystoppedshowingher

favouritecartoonsonTV.

PAPHANI:No,hermamaboughtvanillaDanone

butshelovesthestrawberryone.Eish,ma2000.

LETANG:(laughing)Fuckyouboth.Ihope

everythinggoeswellwiththeSasaissueEph.I’ll

callyouinthemorning.

**************
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Ephraimarrivedhomearound8pmandfound

Sapelojustfinishingdinner.

Hehuggedherfromthebackandkissedher.

EPHRAIM:LeaveitI’lldothedishesandcleanup.

Howdiditgo?



SAPELO:Ijo…youdon’twannaknow

EPHRAIM:OhGod!Whatdidshedonow?

SARONA:Shetoldmyfamilyyourfamilyis

cancellingaskingformyhandinmarriage.

EPHRAIM:What?Youcan’tbeserious.

SARINA:Gatwethebabyisnotyoursebile.

Heangrilythrewthedishclothdownandgrabbed

hiscarkeys.

SAPELO:Ephraim,don’tstressyourself,youknow

howyourmotheris.Letherbe.

EPHRAIM:No,thistimeshehasgonetoofarSasa.

Don’tworryaboutthedishes,I’lldothemwhenI

comeback.Gorest.

**************

Olebilesatinherhousewithherdaughterdoing

homeworkwhenBolokangparkedinfrontofher

houseandknocked.

OLEBILE:Whatdoyouwant?

BOLOKANG:Toapologise..Lebi,please,givemea



chance.

OLEBILE:Mychildliveshere!Youcan’tjustshow

up,mxim.

BOLOKANG:Thencometothecar…pleaseLebi

hearmeoutandthenyoucanchasemeawayifyou

wantbutIamnotleavinguntilwetalk.

Shesighedandtiedhergown,thenwalkedout,

followinghimtothecar.

BOLOKANG:Lebi,I’msorry,ok?Youareright,me

beingwiththatgirlwasnobody’sfaultbutmyown.I

don’tknowwhyIamlikethat,andIwanttodo

better…Iloveyou,Iwantustogetmarried,koore

helaIamstillsavingforbogadiandall.

************

Ephraimwalkedintohismother’shouseandfound

herinthelivingroom.

EPHRAIM:Mme,kantewhatdoyouwantfromme?

Itakecareofyou,foralongtimeIhaltedmylife,if

itwasn’tforthatwomanyouhate,Iwouldstilljust

havenothingatall.Shecomeshelpsmebebetter



andyouhateherforit?Caringparentswanttosee

theirchildrendobetter,andalovingmotherwould

behappyhersonfoundawomanwhomakesareal

manoutofhim.

MMAEPHRAIM:Sonowshetoldyoutoinsultme?

Leabonaakere,youseewhatImeanwhenIsay

thatgirlbewitchedmyson?Ihaveneverheardan

angrywordfromEphraimtowardsmeuntilnow.

Sincehemetthatgirl,he’schanged.

EPHRAIM:Mme,youtoldmyinlawsweare

rescindingaskingforSapelo’shand!Amonth

beforemagadiandthreemonthsbeforethe

wedding!Howcanyoudothat!

MMAEPHRAIM:Shewillneverbemydaughterin

law!Never.

EPHRAIM:Toobad,becauseSapeloandIare

gettingmarried.Youdon’thavetobeinmylifemme,

IchosetohelpyoubecauseIamresponsible.But

maybeifIactedlikeyourdaughtersandneverdo

anythingforyou,you’llbehappy.Untilyoucan

acceptSasaasmywife,thenIamafraidwewill



havetostayawayfromyou.

MMAEPHRAIM:(sobbing)Yousee,mmaPelonomi?

Mypoorson.Mypoorson!Iwilltakeyoutopeople

whocanhelpyou.

EPHRAIM:(shakinghishead)Youareimpossible.

Heleftthehouseangry,stoppingatabarandgot

somebeer.

************

LetangparkedinfrontofmmaBoitumelo’shouse

andtextedBoitumelo.

‘Ifyoudon’tcomeoutinthirtyminutes,I’mcoming

in.’

Fiveminuteslatershecameoutandgotinthecar.

BOITUMELO:Whatdoyouwant?Makeitquick,

mamawentforanightshift,buttheneighboursare

watching.

LETANG:IwanttoknowhowIoffendedyoubabe.

WhenIleftitwasallgood,andwhenIcomeback

youhadleftandnottakingmycallsorreplyingmy

texts.



BOITUMELO:Mxim,whydon’tyouaskyour

girlfriendtoreplyme?

LETANG:(laughing)Ijustdid,sheisnotmaking

senseinheranswerthough.

BOITUMELO:IamnotstupidLetangIknowyouare

alloveryourothergirlswhileI’matschool.

LETANG:AndwhattimedoIworkthen?Orspend

timewithOpene?

BOITUMELI:Mxim…

LETANG:Idon’tknowwhereyougotthatsillyidea

thatIgotothergirls.IfI’mnotatwork,I’mathome

orwiththeboysdrinking.Babe...Iloveyou,ok?I

wannaspendtherestofmylifewithyou,thereare

noothergirls.Youneedtotrustme.Please?

BOITUMELO:(stillsulking)fine…pleasedon’tcheat

onmeLetang.

LETANG:Wenababeyouarecrazy.Whowould

cheatonthis?Lookathowbeautifulyouare!

Hepulledhercloserandkissedher,thenreached

overatthebackhandherabagofsnacks.



**********

AsEphraimgotinhiscaraftergettingsomebeer,

hisphonerang.

EPHRAIM:Miranda?

HER:Dude,wherethehellareyou?Howdoyou

missyourowncelebration?

EPHRAIM:Huh?

HER:Shit,Ididn’taddyoutothetopmanagement

group,didI?

EPHRAIM:Nope.

HER:Ok,addingyou.Wearehavingalittle

celebrationofacquiringtheHayesaccount,andyou

andI’spromotion.So,getyourassoverhere,the

LIDranch.Now.Allthebigbossesarehere.

ShehungupandEphraimsighedandcalledSapelo

totellher,thendrovetotheparty.

**********

Ephraimwalkedintothepartyaspeopledrankand

dancedabout,Mirandawalkedovertohimand



handedhimabeer.

HER:Drinkupandbeinitiatedtotopmanagement.

Everyonehereisanalcoholicanyway,jobstress

andshit.Saybyebyetoanyformofworklife

balanceyouhad.Ky,overhere,thisistheguyofthe

day.

TheCEOcameoverholdingabeerandmadea

toasttoEphraim.

HIM:Congratsmyman.MybrotherandMimiover

herespeakhighlyofyou.Gladtohaveyouinthe

topteam.

EPHRAIM:Thankyou,sir.

HIM:(laughing)Sir?Dude…IknowI’mold,butnot

‘sir’kindifoldyet.Havefun.

Hewalkedovertotwoladiessittingtogether.

EphraimsatonatablewithMirandadrinking.

AfterafewbeersMirandawantedtogosleepin

oneoftheroomsintheranch.

MIRANDA:Walkmeover,theroomsarethatside.I

wannatalktoyouanyway



Hesighedandfollowedher.

MIRANDA:What’supwithyou?Youarequieterthan

usual.IsitaboutthatthingintheUS?

EPHRAIM:(sighing)Yea…andIjust…Ihavealot

goingonrightnow.

MIRANDA:TalktoauntyMimi.What’sup?

EPHRAIM:Ijust…Ifeelbad,youknow.Icheated,

andIknowmyfiancéewillneverforgivemeifItold

her.ButIhatestartingourmarriageonalie.

MIRANDA:Whathappened,happened.It’snotlikeit

waswithsomeslayqueenwhoisgoingtostart

beingdramatic.It’sdoneanddusted?Morevodka?

EPHRAIM:Yesplease.Andit’sjust…wereyou

scaredbeforeyougotmarried?Iamsofreaking

scaredofthisnewlifeIamstarting.Husband,

father…director…it’salot.

MIRANDA:IwasterrifiedwhenIfirstgotmarried.I

amanindependentgirl,Ididn’twanttobeputin

somebox…didn’twanttonecontrolled!Plusmy

motherinlawhatesme.



EPHRAIM:OhmyGod!Thatiswhat’sstressingme

themost,mymomissofuckingannoying,shewill

takeeveryopportunitytofightSapelo,andit’sjust

stressesmeup.IfeellikeI’mbeingtorntwoway.I

lovemymomandshetriedherhardestforus

growingup.Icanneverabandonher,butthestress

isgoingtokillme,man.

MIRANDA:Oh,youpoorthing.Youdon’thaveto

abandonyourmother,butsometimesyoujusthave

tokeepadistanceabit,helpherfinancially,butjust

distanceyourselfandyourwife.Ihavemushrooms

IgotinThailandlastmonth,wantsome?

**********

InthemorningEphraimwokeuponthesofastill

fullyclothed.

HepanickedandrantofindhiscarasMirandawas

onthephonearguingwithherhusband.

HedrovehomefastandfoundSapelogettingready

togotochurch.

EPHRAIM:Sasa,I’msosorry,buttheCEOdidn’t

wantusdrivingafterdrinking,soheinsistedwe



stayoverattheranch.

SAPELO:Eheee…jaanongnealetshelaleperfume

tsabasadineCEO?

EPHRAIM:IworkwithwomenSapelo,Iwouldhave

huggedsomeoneoranotheratsomepointandtheir

perfumelingered.

SAPELO:Musthavebeenaverylonghug.Sotelling

meyouwerespendingthenight?Toobusy

‘hugging’toremember?

EPHRAIM:Don’tbelikethisSasa.Iwasdrunk.We

didsomemushrooms.Iforgot.I’msorry.

SAPELO:SincewhenareyouthispersonEphraim?

Thisguywhodrinkstoomuchanddoes

mushroomsandstayoutallnight,showingup

smellingifwomenperfume?Huh?

EPHRAIM:KanayouthinkI’mlying.

SAPELO:I’mnottheonesayingthat,it’syour

conscience,love.I’mofftochurch.

Hecamenoverandhuggedherfromtheback,

kissingherneck.



EPHRAIM:Iloveyou…

SAPELO:Yagothaparraonkekgelaperfumetsedi

turang,nnakeitshotegelajaana.

EPHRAIM:Ijo.I’llgotalktomyunclesotheycan

apologiestoyourfamily.I’mnotlyingtoyouSapelo.

SAPELO:IchoosetobelieveyoubecauseIhave

nothingelsetoproveotherwise.Justknowthatlies

areadductive,Ephraim.Itbecomesahabit,andnna

I’mnotthetypetostandforsuchnonsense.

***********

1Yearlater

************
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Ephraimfinallystoodupfromhisofficeand

checkedthetime.



Alittlepasteightatnight.Hisbosswasstillonhis

office,sowastheCEO,andprettymuchmostofthe

topmanagement.

Hepoppedintothemarketingdepartmentwhere

Mirandawasyellingatthemarketingteam.

Whenshesawhim,shecameouttospeaktohim.

EPHRAIM:Goeasyonthem,it’s9pm,peopleare

tired.

MIRANDA:(sighing)Theyareannoying.Heading

off?

EPHRAIM:Yup

MIRANDA:WaitformesoIcanhitcharide,mycar

isatthegarage,myhusbanddroppedmeoffthis

morning.

SinceEphraimwasmovedintotopmanagement

houses,Mirandawasjustafewhousesawayfrom

theirhouses,sotheyhitchedrideswitheachother

often.

ShecamebackwithherPradabagandaboxof

printwork.Ephraimtooinfromherandtheywalked



downstairsandintohiscar.

MIRANDA:HowisAedirwe,hemustbeabigboy

now.

Hesmiledandtookouthisphonetoshowhera

pictureofhisson.

EPHRAIM:Teethingnow…Lordknows,thatboy

neversleeps!

MIRANDA:Lord,Irememberthatstage!Mykids

wouldn’tsleeptoo!Wewentwhentheywerelittle!

Wewentayearwithoutsex,stayinginthesame

house,sleepinginthesamebed!

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Whatissex?Thelittle

cockblockerliterallystartsscreaming,anytimeItry

togetitonwithmywife.

Thebothlaughedasheparkedinfrontofherhouse

andcarriestheboxforhertotheirdoor.

Shewatchedhimwalkbacktohiscar.Ephraimwas

thekindofguythatmadehersalivate.Tall,dark,

wellbuiltandveryhandsome.

Butthebiggestbonuswashisloyalty,she



rememberedhowevenwhenhewashighonetime

whentheydidmushrooms,hesomehowendedup

pushingherawaywhentheykissed.

Attopmanagementparties,theyweregirls,buthe

neverindulged.

Shesighedandopenedthedoortoherhusband

whowasseatingonthecouchcradlinghisbelly,

withtomatosaucestainsonhisoldtshirt.

Andthatsmalldickassholestillhadthegutsto

cheatonher.

Whyonearthdidthatplaingirlgettohaveaman

likeEphandshegotstuckwith…this?

***********

EphraimgothomeandfoundSapeloseatedinthe

livingroom,breastfeedingtheirsixmonthsoldson.

Hewentoverandkissedhischeek.

EPHRAIM:Heybabe…howwasthebrattoday?

SAPELO:(laughing)Worsethanotherdays.

Teething.



Shehandedhimthebabyandheplayedaboutwith

him.

EPHRAIM:Heyboy…heybigman!Youwereagood

boy,right?Mommyisjustbeingahater.Babe,you

didn’tforgetthatI’mmeetingtheboysforBlu’s

bachelorparty,right?

SAPELO:Nah,it’scool.Olebileandherdaughterare

comingoveranyminutenow.Stillcan’tbelieveshe

ismarryingthatasshole.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Themanismyfriendandall,

butIgottaagreewithyou.Thismarriageissucha

mistakeonherpart!Bolokangisapieceofshit.

Alrightbabes,letmegetchanged.

Hewenttochangedandcamebackdressed

casually.

EPHRAIM:Callmeifyouneedanythingatall.Ilove

you.

SAPELO:Loveyoumore.

***********

LetangsatinhisbedroomchattingwithBoitumelo.



Hehadjustcomebackyesterday,hehadgonewith

hertoGaborone,tohelpBoitumelosettleinasshe

starteduniversity.

LETANG:Boitythemmaoskajesa

magogajasenyanakukuyame.

BOITUMELO:(laughing)Youaresocrass.Ok,Iam

sotiredfrommyfirstclass.

LETANG:Alright…sendnudesthemmabogolokee

bonekamatho.IhavetoheadontoBlu’sbachelor

party.Loveyou.

Hehungupandwentintothekidsbedroomwhere

MasedihadjustputdownPenelopeandwas

holdinghisfourmonthsoldsonPhineas,singing

himalullaby.ShemotionedforLetangtokeepquiet,

thenputthesleepingbabyonthecotandcameout.

MASEDI:Phew!Finallydown.

LETANG:Youworktoomuch.

MASEDI:(laughing)It’smyjob.

LETANG:Ihavedecidedtoincreaseyoursalaryto

P2800.



MASEDI:OhmyGod,seriously?Thankyousomuch!

ButIenjoytakingcareoftheselittlerascals

LETANG:Theyareluckytohaveyou.TobehonestI

amstillalittledisappointedinBoitumelochoosing

togotoUniversitywhenBoycieisstillsolittle.

MASESI:(sighing)CanIspeakhonestly?

LETANG:Sedi,wearefriends,ofcourseyoucanbe

honestwithme.

MASEDI:Idon’tthinksheevenwantedthischild.

WhendidBoityevertakecareofBoycie,kathe

momentshepoppedhimshecamehereareher

momwon’thelp,andthenshespentalldayonher

phoneandIhadtocareforhim.Hemissed

importantnutrientsonthefirstbreastmilkbecause

sherefusedtobreastfeed.

LETANG:Shesaidshedidn’twanthimgettingused

tothebreastwhensheknewshewasleaving.

MASEDI:Rubbish.Womenbreastfeedthreemonth

allthetimeandhavenoproblemweaning.Shejust

didn’twantherboobstosagandeveryoneinthebig

cityknowingshehasachild.Legaletotasheismy



cousin,Ishouldn’tbetalkingaboutherbusiness.

I’mjustthemaid.

LETANG:Don’tsaythat.Youarenotjustthemaid.

Mykidsaresoluckytohaveyou.Themanwhois

goingtomarryyouissolucky.

Sheblushedandlookeddownsmiling.

LETANG:Anyway,letmerushout.Kamosoifyou

guyswannagobuysomenewclothesformy

friend’swedding,justletmeknow,Iwillcomewith

you.Youshouldgetsomethingforyourselftoo.On

me.Alittlethankyouforbeingamothertomy

babies.

Hewenttohiscaranddrovetotheparty,findinga

lotofguyssittinganddrinking.

LETANG:Whatthefuckkindofpartyisthis?Where

arethegirls?

EPHRAIM:Girlsinastagparty?Anddon’tyouhave

agirlfriend?

PHADZA:WaboabatlagoletsaTeenageDreams

akere,soonshewillbepostingTaylorSwiftsongs



andsharingsublimememesaboutnottrusting

anyone.

Thealllaughed

EPHRAIM:Butseriouslythough,youhaveagirl,

whatdoyouwantgirlsfor,youasshole.

LETANG:(laughing)Idohaveagirlfriend,butshe

doesn’tkeepmyballs,unlikeyourwife.Andshe

gone,anyway.Icanhavealittlefun.

PHADZA:Girlsshouldbehererightnow…

Ashespokeoneoftheguysarrivedwithadozenof

skimpydressedgirlsandtheguysstarteddancing

aboutwiththem.EphraimsighedasLetang

disappearedtoaroomwithoneofthegirls,while

Bolokangwasmakingoutwithtwoatasofa.

Hiseyesmomentarilycaughtoneofthegirls.Thick

thighs,smallwaist…absolutelyhistype.

Hequicklylookedaway.

That’showshitstarted.Lookingwasn’tgood.

Hefeltatapontheshoulderasthegirlhehadbeen

lookingatcametostandinfrontofhim,straddling



hislapandwhisperinginhisear.

HER:Heydaddy…Isawyoulooking…youcanhave

allofthisifyouwant.

Heshovedheroffandstoodup.

EPHRAIM:Nothankyou.Notinterested.

Hewalkedofftogetabeerasthegirlmovedaway

annoyed.

**********

OlebilearrivedatSapelo’shouseandaftertheyhad

putthekidstosleep,theysattoaglassofwine.

OLEBILE:Ican’tbelieveI’mgettingmarried!Wow!

LORRAINE:Youarepayingyourownbrideprice

dear,whyareyouactingsurprised?

SAPELO:Lorraine!Ahhh!

OLEBILE:No,it’sok.Idon’tcareaboutpeople’s

opinions.SowhatifIamhelpingmymanalittlein

ordertogetmarried?

LORRAINE:Itjustseemsalittledesperatetome.

Plusthatmancheatsonyou.



OLEBILE:SaysthewomanmarriedtoPhadzathe

whore.Mxim.Youliveyourlifefightinggirls,and

youwannatalk?

SAPELO:Buthonestly,Lebi…areyousureka

Bolokang?Don’tjustmarrybecauseheproposed,le

goneproposingoutofguiltforcheatingonyou..

again…

OLEBILE:Whatareyoutryingtosay?Thataman

can’tpropisetomebecauseehelovesme?

SAPELO:Wasn’tsayingthatatall.Justthat…I

mean…Bolokngisn’tagoodman.

OLEBILE:Whatisthis,somesillyintervention?Ok

MrsPerfect,wecan’tallhaveEphraimthefucking

saint,canwe…

LORRAINE:Damn…notsosaintlyafterall.

ShesaidasshescrolledonFacebook,showing

themphotos.

Therewasapictureifsomethickbarelylegalgirl

straddlingEphraim,kissinghisneckorsomething…

andmorepicturesofthebachelorparty.



LORRAINE:Whatthefuck…Phadzaotlogony*la

waitsetoday.

Shesaidasshegrabbedhercarkeys.

Olebilelookedatthepictures,seeingBolokang

kissingsomegirl.AsLorrainewalkedout,sheran

afterher.

Sapeloshookherheadsadlyandjustwenttothe

bedroomandslept.

WhywouldEphraimdosomethingsosillyand

thrownawayeverythingtheyhadlikethat?

**********

Ephraimfinishedpeeingonatreeatthebackofthe

houseasLetanghadbeenbusywithsomegirlin

thebathroom.

Hecouldseeoneofthegirlsonethephoneata

distance.

Hewalkedtowardsthehousefixinghispantswhen

hesawPadzha’swife.

Shit.



Lorraineparkedinfrontofthehomestayrentaland

theyhurriedtowardsthehouse.

TheystoppedontheirtracksandLorrainelookedat

himindisgust.

LORRAINE:Ithoughtyouwerebetter,youknow!

EPHRAIM:Huh?

Thegirlwhohadstraddledhimearlierpassedthem

andwavedathimcoylyasshewentbackinside.

Lorraine’sphonetang.

LORRAINE:Sasa?Yes…keyoebileIcaughthisred

handed,comingbackintothehousefixinghispants

withthesamewhorerightbehindhimkaebileba

cheapmabeletebajelwakomoragogamantlo.

Hesnatchedthephone.

EPHRAIM:Sapelo,it’snotlikethatatall.

Allhecouldhearwashersobbingbeforeshehung

up.

Hetriedtocallherasherantohiscar,butshejust

ignoredhiscall.



************

LIKE,COMMENT,SHARE

[05/29,14:06]Lynne:BREADWINNWE’SWIFE

   12

Sapelowipedhertearsandwenttowashherface,

thenputthehersonandherfriends’kidsinhercar

anddrovetohermother’shouse.Shedroppedoff

thekidsandcamebackhome,seatingatherlaptop

lookingattheirweddingpicturesastearsstreamed

downhercheeks.

HowthehellcouldEphraimdothisdamn!

***********

LorraineandOlebilewalkedintothehouseand

Olebileranstraighttoherhusband,pullingagirloff

fromhimandslappingher

LORRAINE:Haveyounoshame?Havingyourfilthy

mouthalloveramanwitharing?

HER:Idon’toweyouanything,leashyourdog.

Lorraineattackedthegirl,punchingherasshefell



down.Lorrainesatonherchestandpunchedher

moreasPhadzatriedtopullheraway.

LORRAIN:Keepthatsameenergyincourt.Iam

suingyouformarriagewrecking,bitch!Phadzalet

gohome,Iamgoingtopourhotoilonyoutoday

whenyousleep,nxla,ntjakweena!

PHADZA:Lo,canwetalk?

LORRAINE:(sobbing)Fuckyou,I’mnotalking

aboutshitwithyou!Kantekeengontwaetsa

mabeletegoingaroundshowingeveryonewhat

patheticshitIsettledfor,freakingbabydicknigga.

PHADZA:WasimollaakerekeepthatshitupandI’ll

slapthehelloutofyou.

Hegrabbedherhandanddraggedhertothecar.

IntheothersideOlebilelookedatBolokangwith

tearsinhereyes.

Hequicklypushedthegirlsoffofhim,oneofthe

girlsfallingtothefloor.

BOLOKANG:Babe,IswearIcanexplain…

OLEBILE:Ican’tdothisanymore,Bolokang.



BOLOKANG:Babe,kanaitwasthisdare…agame

wewereplayingandthentheyboyssaid…

OLEBILE:Soyoucan’tmakeupyourownmind?

Whenyouaretoldtokisssomegirls,youjustdoit?

Nxla.

BOLOKANG:Babe,please…Olebile,youknowIlove

you.Idon’tknowwhyIdothingsthatIdo…maybe

thiswholeconceptofmarriagescaresme…Ijust…

I’msorry.Ihavenothingforsayformyselfexcept

thatIamsorry.IknowifyouleavemeIwilldeserve

it,butIambeggingyou…please…I’lldobetter…I

swearonmymother.

***********

Ephraimparkedinfrontofhishouseatapanicked

runandgotinsidethehouse,findingSapelointhe

bedroomonherlaptop.

EPHRAIM:Babe,Iswearit’snotlikethatatall.

SAPELO:Sosomeonephotoshoppedsomebarely

dressesbitchonyourlap?

EPHRAIM:No,shewasonmylap,but…



SAPELO:(sniffling)Youknow,Iwaitedhereonlyso

Icanseeyoulookintomyeyesandlie.Gosh,who

knewyouweresuchaproatit?Isshethereason

youcomehomesolatenowadays?

EPHRAIM:YouknowIcomehomelatebecauseI

amatwork!Beingdirectorisdemanding,thereis

muchmorework…

SAPELO:Withthosehips,Ibetthereis.IfeellikeI

don’tevenknowyourightnow.Firstitwasthe

drinking,thenyoustartcominghomelate,andnow

youarealloversocialmediawithgirls?Legonedo

younothaveanounceofselfrespect,fucking

bitchesbehindhouseslikesometeenager!

EPHRAIM:Willyoushutthefuckupandatleast

judgemeafteryouheardmyversionofthings!

SAPELO:Don’tassumeatonewithme.

EPHRAIM:I’msorry,butrightnowit’swhatyou

need.Ididn’tfuckanyone!Yes,shewasonmylap.

Briefly.Shecameoverandsatonmylap,Ipushed

heroffandtoldherno.

SAPELO:AndIbetyouhaveanexplanationfor



beingcaughtwithyourzipperdownwithherbehind

thehouse?

EPHRAIM:Iwenttopee!Letangwasgettingitonin

thebathroom.SoIwenttoatreebehind.Shewas

onthephoneorwhatever.

SAPELO:(laughing)Youknow,youhavebecomeso

goodatliesthatit’sactuallyconvincing!

EPHRAIM:It’sconvincingbecauseit’sthetruth.

SAPELO:Youareunbelievable!

Shesnatchedboththeircarkeysandheadedtoher

car.

Ephraimgrabbedherhandtotrytostopher.

Sapeloraisedherkneeandkneedhimhardonthe

groin,makinghimfallbackscreaminginpain.

SAPELO:That’sforwastingmytime!Nxla.Itold

youifyouwantedtofuckaround,don’twastetime

marryingme.Itoldyouthatdayyoushowedup

smellingofwomen’sperfumeakere.Butstupid

Sapelodecidestoignore.KehaIamlaughingstock,

myhusbandisalloverFacebookwithlittlewhores.



EPHRAIM:(Inpain)Youkickedmeontheballs!

SAPELO:YouareluckyIdidn’tcuttheoff.Nxla.

Shecussedloudlyasshegotinhercaranddrove

off.

************

LetangarrivedhomeandfoundMasedilayingon

thesofaonFacebook.

MASEDI:Backsosoon?

LETANG:(tipsy)Lorrainecrushedtheparty.

Theybothlaughed.

MASEDI:Hei,thatcrazyone!Whathappened?

LETANG:Kegolefucken,shewasslappingPhadza

andshit!Ijo!Blugotcaughtredhandedtoo.

MASEDI:Ijoo!Willtheweddingevenhappen?

LETANG:Owaii,Lebiisdesparateformarriage,and

Bolokangknowsit.Aslongashestaysrespectful,

himblinghimself,aiponaphososhewillalways

forgive.Idon’tknowwhywomendon’tgetthis,

neverletamanseeyouaredesperateforhim,he



willtakeadvantagesomuch.

Hisphonerangandhepickedup.

LETANG:Ao,kwatla…

VOICE:CheckaWhatsApp

LETANG:Wassup?

VOICE:Therewassomefresher’sthingandyour

babymamaandsomechicksgotwasted,mathaka

nebarebaijelahela,iftheyhaven’talready.Itook

herhomeandsheblackedout.

LETANG:Fuckinghell!WaitseBoityeneI’mgoingto

killher.Alright,keepherthereforthenight.Thanks

mate.

Hehungupandpacedabouthyperventilating.

MASEDI:Youok?

LETANG:Nxla,IswearI’llkillthatbitch.Boitumeloo

ntwaetswakeeng?I’llfuckingkillher.

Hekickedthedecorativereedbaskethardashe

lookedatthepictureofaskimpilydressed,visibly

drunkBoitumelo,withaguysqueezingherass.



LETANG:Seetheshityourcousindoes.

MASEDI:KanannaIjustdon’twanttoseemlikeI

wanttocomebetweenyoutwo,butIsawthis

happening.Boitumeloisgoingtostartlivingthe

collegegirllifestyle,gapeIknowmycousin,she

likesthingstoomuchthatone.Shelikestobethe

topgirl.Youweresufficientwhenshewasjustan

FSSstudent,youwerebuyingherphonesandstuff

whileheragematesdidn’tevengetairtimefrom

theirschoolboyfriend.Nowit’sseriouscompetition

withGaboronegirls.Ourothercousin,Mosetsana,

whogoestounithereisoneofthesefastgirlswith

foreignmen.Yousawthecarshedrives,right?

Boityhasalwaysconvertedherlife.

LETANG:Youarenothelping.

MASEDI:Youwantmetolietoyouandtellyoushe

willbeloyal?Whenyoucanseethepictureyourself?

LETANG:Fine,fine,IgetitMasedi,sheisgonna

cheatonme!Ilovethatgirl…Ilovehersomuch…

fuck!

Hesatdownrubbinghisnowredeyes.



LETANG:Whythehellcan’tshebemorelikeyou?

Downtoearthandlovebeinghome.

MASEDI:Owaii,youmenneverwantustheboring

girlsakere,youwantthosewhocrushyourhearts,

enjoy.I’mofftobed.

Shecameoverandhuggedhim.

MASEDI:You’llbeok,buddy.

Shesaidasshepattedhimontheback…thengave

himaquickpeckonthelips.

Letanglookedatherconfused.Thenshookhis

headlaughing,thenpulledherback,kissingherfast

andrough,theirhandsallovereachotherashe

pushedhertowardshisbedroom.

************

Ephraimstoodaroundtheroadnotevenknowing

wheretogo.Hefinallycaughtacabandwenttoher

parents’house.

Nope

Shewasn’tthere.



NotatLebiorLorraine’seither.Norwassheat

Mmathapelo’s.

Hesighedandaskedthecabdrivertosendhim

backhome.Hestoppedatthebartograbsome

beers,findinghisbossthere.

HIM:Dude,youlookworseforwear.

EPHRAIM:I’mgood.

HIM:Oookie…butifyouneedtotalk.Icanlisten..

Lebakweisbitchingaboutsomething,soIam

sittingitourhereuntilsheisasleep,soIgottime.

Ephraimpaidthecabguyandsatdrinkingwithhis

boss.

EPHRAIM:Ijust…canyoubelieveIjustgotkneed

onthenutsforsomethingIdidn’tevendo?

HIM:Ouch!

EPHRAIM:Yup,hencethelimp.Iwenttoastag

partyandsomegirlsatonmylap,somehow

someonetookapictureanduploadedittosocial

media.NowI’minthedoghouse.

HIM:(laughing)Icanimaginebeingkickedinthe



nutsforpussyIdidn’tevenget.IswearI’dgoget

some,esenggoswelalehela..

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Youarenothelping.

HIM:So,nowwhatthehellareyoudoinghere

drinkingwhenyoushouldbeonyourkneesbegging?

EPHRAIM:Iwould,ifIknewwheresheis.Checked

everywhere.

HIM:Iknowaguy…givemeherphonenumber.

Afewminuteslaterhegotamessagebackfromhis

correspondent.

HIM:ParkedsomewhereinTatisiding.

EPHRAIM:Thanksman.Shit.Ishouldhavetaken

thatcabbie’snumber.Shetookmycarkeys.

HIM:Youareinluck.I’mhavingaboringday.So,

let’sgo.

HedroveofftoTatisiding,hercarparkedoffthe

road,empty.

Hisbosstracedthephoneandtheywenttoayard,

knocking.



Aguycametoopen,andimmediatelyhecouldhear

Sapelosobbinginside.

EPHRAIM:Whatthefuck?Sapelo?Whothefuckis

this?

Shecametothedoorwipingtears.

SAPELO:Whatthehellareyoudoinghere?

EPHRAIM:Yougotthenervewaitse!Let’sgo.

SAPELO:Firstofall,whothehelldoyouthinkyou

aretalkingtowiththattone?Andmycarstopped

whenIwasgoingtomylategrandma’splotherein

Tatisiding,Iwantedtobealone,andthehouseis

completeandjustgotfurnishedtorentoutsoI

knewIwouldgetachancetobealone.Iranoutof

fuelwhereyoumusthavepassedmycar.Itriedto

gethelp,couldn’t,Iwaitedalmostanhourbefore

Danpassedbyandrecognizedme.Weusedgoto

universitytogether.Hecalledhisbrothertobring

somepetrolsotheycanfuelforme,andhetoldme

tocomewaitathisplaceasitcouldbedangerous

outtherethislate.

EPHRAIM:Fine,weareleaving.



Hesaid,grabbingherhand.

SAPELO:(pullingherhandback)I’mnotgoing

anywherewithyouEphraim.Youneedtoleave.

EPHRAIM:Sapelo,Isaid…

TheguySapelowaswithgotbetweenthem.

HIM:Theladydoesn’twannago.Soleave.

EPHRAIM:Thisismywife,fucker.

HIM:Sheisherownperson,unlessshewantsto

leave…

EPHRAIM:Move,beforeImakeyou.AllIwantismy

wifesowecanleave.

AshetriedtogettoSapelo,theguyshovedhim

backhard.

HIM:Isaidno.Sapelocanleavethishouseatwillif

shewants,youarenotdraggingheroutofhere.

EPHRAIM:Whatthefuck?Walwajaanong?WhenI

justwannatalktomywife?Walwa?

Ephraimpunchedhiminthenose,andtheguy

punchedback,theywentdownpunchingeachother



asSapeloscreamed.

Acarstoppedatthegateandtheguy’stwo

brotherscameoutrunningasEphraimgotthe

upperhandandwasbeatinguptheguy.

Theytriedtopullhimoff,buthekeptgoingattheir

brother,andeventuallytheybothstartedpunching

Ephraim.Hisbossgotoutofthecarandcame

running,justgoingwithEphraim,throwingpunches

astheywentoffonthemuchsmallerstatureguys,

beatingthehelloutofthem.

Someonemusthavecalledthepolice,becausethe

SpecialConstablesarrivedabit.Theytriedtoarrest

thewholegroup.Ephraimandhisbossresisted

andendedupfightingthemtoo.

Sapelosatonthefloorcryingastheactualpolice

bysomemiraclearrivedandEphraimandhisboss

werecalmenoughtoactuallystayputastheywere

handcuffedandarrested.

************

InthemorningEphraimandhisbosswalkedout

andtheyfoundtheboss’selderbrother,whowas



alsotheCEOwaitingandlaughing

BOSS’SBROTHER:(laughing),Eph,Ididn’tthinkyou

haditinyou.Ijustsawtheotherguys.Whatdid

theydo?

BOSS:(laughing)Youdon’tmesswithaman’swife.

Ijusthandedahelpinghandwhentheyweretrying

togangup.Yousortedthisout?

BOSS’SBROTHER:Yup.Misdemeanourthatwas

dismissedwithawarningonbothsides.

EPHRAIM:So,theyarenotpressingcharges?

BOSS’SBROTHER:Itoldthemyou’llpresscharges

tooiftheydo.Butthedifferenceisyou’llhave

Ledimomoneyandlawyersbehindyou.That

backedthemthefuckuprealquick.TheSpecial

Constablesgotsettledwithalittlesomethingunder

thetable,nobiggie.Letmedropyoufoolstoyour

homes.We,Ihadsomeonepickupyourcar,soit’s

home.Andyourwifeismadmad.Shegonnabeat

yourassuswhenyougethome.

*************



EphraimarrivedandfoundSapelogettingreadyto

gotothepolicestation.

Sheranoverandhuggedhim.

SAPELO:OhmyGod,areyouok?

EPHRAIM:(smiling)Ao,doesallthismeanI’m

forgiven?

SAPELO:No,Ephraim.IbfeellikeIjustdon’tknow

themanyouareanymore.Youdrink,youstayout

late,youadmittedtodoingmushrooms…

EPHRAIM:Thatwasonlyonce!

SAPELO:Oncetoomanytimes!Andnowyoualso

fight?Andyoucheatedonme,embarrassedme

withyourphotoswiththatgirlalloversocialmedia.

ItoldyounnaIdon’tstandfornonsense.I’mdone.

*************
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EphraimheldSapelo’shand.

EPHRAIM:No.NoSapelo,thiscan’tbeit.Nobodyis

donewithshit!No!

SAPELO:(pullingherhandaway)Youarehurting

meEphraim

EPHRAIM:YouarenotleavingmeforshitIdidn’tdo!

SAPELO:DoyouthinkIwantthisyouidiot?

(sobbing)Ephraim,Iloveyou,ok?Iloveyouwith

everythingIgot,I’mvulnerabletoyou.

EPHRAIM:Babe,youknowIloveyoutoo…I…

SAPELO:No,letmesaymypieceplease.IknowI

caneasilybeoneofthosewomenwhostayina

relationshipthat’shurtingthemjustbecausethey

areinlove.Whenitcomestoyou,IamafraidIcan

bethat.SoIneedtoprotectmyself…

EPHRAIM:KanaIdidn’tsleepwiththatgirl!

SAPELO:It’snotjustthat,Eph,andyouknowit.

Thishasbeenalongtimecoming.Sinceyou

startedallthisdrinking.IknowyouEphraim,Iknow

somethingiseatingyouup.Butyouwon’ttalkto



me.It’saffectingourrelationship.Everythingisjust

cold,wetrytosmileandlovethroughit,butit’snot

thesame.AtfirstIthoughtitwasprewedding

jitters…wegotmarriedanditstilldidn’tgoaway.I

rationalemyselfthatyouwerenervousand

adjustingtoanewpositionatworkandfatherhood.

It’sbeenayearandthingsarethesame.Itrytotalk

toyou,butyoujustbrushmeawayandtellmeits

nothing.Thiswholegirlsstraddlingyoushitisjust

thelaststraw.IloveyouEph,butIthinkIdeserve

better…Iwantbetter…andthisisnotit.Notatall.

I’msorry.So,unlessyouarepreparedtotellme

whatiseatingyouup…

Shestoodupandtookoutherring,puttingitinhis

handandclosinghishandoverthering,then

startedpackinganovernightbag,tearsrollingdown

herface.

Ephraimwipedthelonetearthatrandownhis

cheek,thencameandhuggedherfromtheback,

histearswettingherback

EPHRAIM:Ifuckedup,Sapelo.I’msosorry.I’mso

sorry,Icouldneverintentionallyhurtyou…please



don’tleaveme.ThereisnothingintheworldIfear

morethanlosingyou..

Sheturnedaroundandkissedhim,thenleadhimto

seatinthebed.

SAPELO:Talktome,mylove.Please…behonest,

youknowI’llknowifyoulie.

EPHRAIM:I…I…Isleptwithsomeonetogeta

contract.

SAPELO:Excuseme?

EPHRAIM:AndImighthavesleptwithanother,Iam

notsure.

SAPELO:Huh?Whatthehelldoyoumeanyouare

motsure?

EPHRAIM:Wedidmushrooms!ThelastthingI

rememberwasuskissing.Idon’tknowwhatelse

happened.

SAPELO:Youareunbelievable!

EPHRAIM:Sasa,pleaseletmeexplain!Theclient

wasa66yearsoldwomanweweretryingtogeta

contractfrom.Shewantedtosleepwithmeinorder



togiveusthecontract.Mybossmadeitclearthatif

Ididn’tdoitIwouldlosemyjob.

SAPELO:Wow.‘Mybossmademedoit’.Really?

EPHRAIM:Sasa,Ihadnochoice!Please!

SAPELO:Youhadeverysinglefuckingchoice!You

couldhavewalkedaway!

EPHRAIM:Andlosemyjob?Yeamaybewewould

befinewithwhatyoumake,butwhataboutmy

family?

SAPELO:Wow,soagain,it’saboutthem.

EPHRAIM:Whatwouldyouhavemedo,letmy

familystarve?

SAPELO:ImadeitclearthatIwon’tstandbeing

cheatedon,Ephraim.Itoldyouthatifyoucheaton

meIleave.

EPHRAIM:Whatwouldyouhavehadmedo!Iwas

goingtolosemyjob!

SAPELO:Iwouldhaveyouprioritizeus!Respectme

asyourwife.Cheatingneverhappenonce,yousee,

youalreadydiditagain,whatwasyouexcusewith



thatone?

EPHRAIM:(lookingdownashamed)Iwashigh…

It’spossibleIdidn’tevensleepwithher…Ijust…

SAPELO:(shakingherhead)Youaretruly

unbelievable.Nextoneitwillbeyouwerelonely,I

madeyoudoit,right?

EPHRAIM:Sasa,pleaseforgivemethistime…Iwill

neverdoitagain,nomatterwhat.

SAPELO:(sobbing)Ephraim,ifIcametoyouandI

toldyouIsleptwithasixtysixyearsoldman

becauseweneededthemoney,andthenalsowith

anotherbecauseIwashigh.Ifyousawmeallover

socialmediawithahalfnakedmankissingonme,

wouldyoujusttakemywordandforgivemewhenI

sayI’llneverdoitagain?Answerthattoyourself

andseewhyIneedtoleave.

EPHRAIM:Sasa…please…please…

SAPELO:Idon’tevenrecognisethemanIfellfor

anymore.Youareanalcoholic…youbeatpeopleup

fornoreason,olalamodicellengkopolice.

Ephraim,youliedtomeandtoldmewhathappened



intheUSwasyoudiddrugs.YousolditsowellI

believedit.Youliedaboutkissingthatwomanthat

daywhenyoudidmushrooms.Youstoodinchurch

takingvowsofhonestyandfidelitywhenyouknew

alltowelltherewasnotruthtoanyofthat.Our

marriageisbasedonalie!Howdoyouexpectme

tobelieveyouarenotlyingaboutthegirlfromthe

bachelorpartywhenyouhaveliedsomuchtome

already.Pleaseputyourselfinmyshoes,seethisin

myeyesEphraim.WouldyoubelieveanythingIsay

ifsituationswerereversed?

Helookeddownsadlyasatearfellfromhiseyes.

SAPELO:Wouldyou?

EPHRAIM:No

SAPELO:I’msorryEph…Ireallyam.Iloveyou.But

beforeIbecomethewomanyoucheatonandthen

comebackwithanotherlieoverandoveragain,I

mustleave.

Shekissedhimandpickedupherbagandwalked

out.

SAPELO:Mylawyerwillcontactyou.



***********

BolokangknealtinfrontofOlebile,crying.

BOLOKANG:Babe,youcan’tleaveme.Please.You

makemeabetterman…seehowmuchmylifehas

improvedsinceImetyou.

OLEBILE:So,whycan’tyouappreciatethat

Bolokang?Why?

BOLOKANG:Ido.Ireallydo…thiswillneverhappen

again.

OLEBILE:(sobbing)Youalwayssaythat.

BOLOKANG:ThistimeImeanit.

OLEBILE:Ican’t,Bolokang.Ijust…I’msorry.

BOLOKANG:Ijustdon’tseeanyreasontokeep

goingwithoutyou…whykeeplivingwhenIdon’t

havemyheart…Iloveyou,Olebile.Anyway,thanks

forgivingmethebestdaysofmylife.

Hepickeduphiscarkeysandwalkedawayastears

welleddownhisface.

OLEBILE:Whereareyougoing?Bolokang!Wait!



Don’tsayshitlikethat,whatiswrongwithyou?

BOLOKANG:It’sthetruth.Youaremyreasonto

wanttobebetter.WhatisthepointwhenIdon’t

haveyou?Bye.Haveagoodlife.Iloveyou.

OLEBILE:Whatareyougoingtodo?Bolokang!Iam

askingyouaquestion,damnit!Bolokang!

Sheranovertohimandstoppedhimfromgetting

insidehiscar,hugginghimastheybothcried.

**********

PhadzaandLorrainegotinsidetheirhousewithher

stillyellingathimandslappinghim.

PHADZA:Cutthatshitout!Youarehurtingme.

LORRAINE:Youthink?Youthink,youpieceofshit?

Howaboutthewayyouhurtme?Runningaroind

wothalltheselittlewhores

PHADZA:Ididn’tevenfuckher!

LORRAINE:Youthinkthatmakesadifference?Huh?

Sheslappedhimhardacrosstheface.Phadza

grabbedherandhuggedhertightly,thenstarted



kissingherroughlyashespokeagainstherlips.

PHADZA:Iamsosorrybabe…I’msorry,Iloveyou…

Hepushedheagainstthesofaandpulledher

leggingsandpantiesdown,Lorrainegaspingand

screaminghisnameashistonguedhithernether

lips.

************

InthemorningMaseditriedtosneakourofbedas

Letang’shandwasdrapedoverher.

LETANG:(groggily)Hitandrun,huh?

MASEDI:(laughing)IgotwhatIwanted,whyhang

around?

LETANG:(laughing)Ifeelsoused.Comeon,staya

minutemore.

Hepulledherontopofhimandkissedher,sliding

herintohismorningwood,bothmoaningasshe

gyratedherthighsfrontandbackonhim.

Hisphoneflashedwithacallfromtheside.

Masedisnuckupandslidtoanswer,themgyrated



onhimasshemoanedandcalledouthisnameuntil

theybothgottheirreleaseandstayedinbed

huggingafewminutesmorebeforethebaby

startedcrying.

MASEDI:Oops.Mymastercalls.

LETANG:(laughing)Jealouslittlebugger.Youknow

what,I’llmakebreakfasttoday.

MASEDI:(laughing)Iappreciatetheoffer.AndIam

notsayingyoucan’tcookandall,but…uhmm.

Nope.

LETANG:(laughing)Wow…I’msoinsulted…

seriously.AmIthatbad?

MASEDI:Thelastthingyoucookedgavemeheart

palpitationsfromallthatsalt.LetmefixBoyciehis

bottleandyoucanfeedhimwhileImakebreakfast.

Shesashayedintoherclothesandsmiledathim

beforerushingofftogetthebaby.

Letangsmiledwatchingherrockingthebabyonher

shoulderasshemadethebottle.Itfeltsoniceto

haveawomanthatmadehimfeellikeaman.A



womanwholovedhiskidsandtookcareofthemso

well.

***********

Boitumelowokeupinastrangeroom.Thefirst

thingshenoticedwasthatherpantsweren’t

buttonedright.

Shewentoutsidetheroomandsawsomeguy…

Oh,Letang’sfriend,Kgosi.

HIM:Thebathroomisinthatside.Thereisbread

andOrosinthefridge..Washupandeat.ThenI’ll

godropyouoff.

Shewentinthebathroom,andwhenshetookoff

herclothes,sherealisedherpantywasinsideout.

Whatthehell..Ok,thepantscouldhavebeenshe

didn’tbuttonthemwelleventhoughshehadnot

beenthatdrunk.Shehadliterallyhadoneciderthat

sheheldontothewholenight.Oratleastwhatshe

rememberedofthenight.

Butpanties?Whywouldshewearherpantiesinside

out,theyhadnotbeeninanyhurrywhentheyleft



homelastnight.

Shegotundertheshower,realisingherthighswere

sticky.

Tearswelleddownherfaceasrecognitiondawnon

her.

Shewashedandscrubbedatherselfuntilshewas

redalloverseatingontheshowerfloorcrying.

Finallyshedriedupandgottothebedroomshehad

sleptin,andtookoutherphonecallingLetang.

Nope.

Nothing.

Hewasn’tpickingup.

Theneventuallyitwaspickedupwithmoaningand

grunting.Sheheldherbreathandlistenedasher

cousinmoanedoutherman’snameLetang’svoice

comingintoo,thesoundsoftheirbodiesagainst

eachother...Shehungupthecallandcurledintoa

ballonthebed,crying.

************
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Ephraimwokeupinthesofawithabeercanandhis

laptopbesidehim.Thepasttwoweekshadbeen

hellsinceSapeloleft.

Shehadmadeuphermind,andthefirstweekhe

hadgonetoseehereverydayandtriedtobeg,but

shewouldn’tbudge.

Finallyhehadgivenup,throwinghimselfathis

work,andwhenhegothome,drinkinghimselfto

sleep.Hehadnoteventoldhisfriendsthathis

marriagewasbreaking.

Lifewassounfair,allhisfriendswhowereactually

fuckingupatthepartywerenowplayinghappy

familywiththeirwives,evenLetang,hecouldtell

somethingwasgoingonwithhimandhismaid.

Whilehe,theonewhodidnothing,wasgetting

divorced?



Hisstomachrumbledandhewenttocheckthe

kitchenforsomethingtoeat.

Damn,oldashellleftoversinthefridge.AllinSasa’

scuteTupperware’s.Somefruitsspoiled.

Nothingreallytoeat.Wasn’tthereatuck-shopjust

outsidetheLIDtopmanagementhouses?

Ephraimwalkedovertothetuckshoptobuybread.

Hestoodbehindawomanwhowaspleadingwith

thetuckshopowner.

HER:ThemmaIpromiseIwillpayyouback.Kana

theylaidusoffkonamolaleubaandIhaven’tbeen

abletofindapiecework.Please.Mykidswillgoto

bedonanemptystomach,andhowwillmy

daughtergotoschooltomorrow,shejuststarted

herperiodandIhavenopadsforher.

SHOPKEEPER:NnyaaMalebogo.YouthinkIdon’t

knowyoudidn’tgotothetuckshopnearyou

becauseyouowethem?

HER:IalwayspaywhenIfindmoney,youcango

ask.It’sjustthatIhaven’tfoundanything.Please.



SHOPKEEPER:Movemma,youarewastingmy

customer’stime.

Thegirlsighedandmovedtotheside.

EphraimtookoutP200andhandedittoher.

EPHRAIM:Getwhatyouneed.

HER:Really?

EPHRAIM:Yup

Hepaidforhisbreadandashewaswalkingback

thegirlranafterhim.

HER:Hereisthechange.

EPHRAIM:Isok,keepit.

HER:Really?

EPHRAIM:Yup.

HER:IguessnowiswhenIgiveyoumynumber.

EPHRAIM:For…

HER:Imean…youdidn’tjustgivemethemoney…

menaren’tlikethat.AtleastnotinBotswana.

EPHRAIM:It’ssosadthatwehavemadeour



womenbelievetheyhavetotradeustheirbodies

justtogethelp.Chivalryreallyisdead.

HER:Warewhodied?I’msorry,washearelative?

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Nevermind.Butno,Idon’t

wantanythingfromyou.Iwasraisedbyasingle

momwhohustled.Wewereverypoor,butwe

alwayswenttobedwithafullstomach.Alleightof

usherkids

HER:Eish,men.Kooreyoupeoplehavebeen

ditchinguswithkidsevenbackthen!

EPHRAIM:Amanwhodenieshisownchildisnota

man.Mysiblingsfatherdidn’thavemuch,buthe

provided.Hepassedjustaftermymomgavebirth

tothelastborn.Theassholewhofatheredme

apparentlywasmarried.IguesshedeniedmeandI

vowedtobeabetterman.Ok,toomuchsharing.

HER:(laughing)It’sok.Itotallycanrelate,myfather

ranawaywhenmymomwaspregnantapparently.

Unfortunatelymymomwasnotlikeyours,she

nevercaredaboutme,allshecaredaboutwas

gettingdrunkatshebeens.



EPHRAIM:I’msorry.

HER:Owaiikelife.AreyousurethereisanythingI

candotoshowgratitude?Icandoanything,

washingclothes,cuttinggrass…Iamnotlazy.Ifeel

badjusttakingyourmoney.Andmaybeyourwife

willbeimpressedandhiremeasamaidifshe

doesn’thaveonealready(shesaid,lookingathis

ring)

Hethoughofthelaundrythathadpiledupsince

Sapelolefttwoweeksback.

EPHRAIM:Fine,youcancomecleananddolaundry.

ButIwillpayyouforit.

HER:Apiecework?OhmyGod,thankyou!Iwillbe

sograteful.Icancomenow.

EPHRAIM:Tomorrowmorningisfine.Iliveover

thereattheLIDindustrygatedhouses.

HER:Atthosebighouses?

EPHRAIM:Yea,house17.

HER:Thankyousomuch.

*************



Boitumelosatinherroomcrying.Thepasttwo

weekshadbeentheworstofherlife,shehadn’t

gonetoclassoroutanywherereally,andshebarely

ate.

BothLetangandhermotherhadcalledseveral

times,butshehadnotansweredherphoneseither.

HowcouldLetanganfMasedidothis!

Andattheworstmomentifherlifetoo.

Whatwastheleastpainfulwaytokillyourself,she

wondered.Shedidn’thaveanypillsshecouldtake,

couldanyoneoverdoseanddieonaGrandpaor

Panado?

Herroommatewalkedinandpulledherblankets

off.

HER:SomethingiswrongwithyouandIamnot

leavingyoualoneuntilyoutellmewhat.Thiscan’t

goon.

Boitumelobrokedowncryingandherfriendhugged

heruntilshecalmeddown.

BOITUMELO:Mybabydaddyischeatingonme…



withmycousin.

HER:OhmyGod,BoityIamsosorrybabe.I…

BOITUMELO:AndIthinkIwasraped…

HER:What?OhmyGod,Boity…whathow…Imean,

you’vebeenhome…

BOITUMELO:Atthefresher’sparty

HER:Weneedtogoreportit.

BOITUMELO:(sobbing)Idon’tevenknowifIwas,or

bywho.IjustwokeupatKgosi’splaceandIknewI

hadsex.SexIneverconsentedto.

HER:Boity,youstillneedtoreport…thepolicecan

findthatout.Comeon.

***********

Boitumelostoodinthepolicestationalone.Shehad

insistedonit.

OFFICER:Heybeautiful,areyoulookingfor

something?

BOITUMELO:I…I…IthinkIwasraped.



OFFICEE:Huh?Howdoyoumean?Wereyouraped

ornot?

BOITUMELO:Idon’tknow.IwokeupfeelinglikeI

hadsex,mythighsallsticky…

OFFICER:Whenwasthis?

BOITUMELO:Twoweeksago.

OFFICER:Twoweeks?Nxenxenxenxe!Jaanong

whatwereyouwaitingfornotreportingallthis

while?Whowereyouwithonthatday?

BOITUMELO:Iwokeupatamalefriend’shouse,but

beforethatIwasataparty.

OFFICER:Wereyoudrinking?

BOITUMELO:Justone…I…butIdon’tremember

therestofthenight.

OFFICER:Soit’spossibleyoujusthadaonenight

standaftergettingdrunk…

BOITUMELO:(sobbing)No!Iwasraped.Ihavea

boyfriend,Iwouldneverconsenttosexwith

another,I….



OFFICER:Wasdrunkandthingsgotalittleoutof

hand?

Amaninplainclothwalked.

HIM:Aegents,isthathowwetreatvictims?Noman.

OFFICER:Detective…

HIM:Ma’am..I’msorryaboutthis.AndIwillliketo

listentoyourordeal.Hehandedheracokehehad

inhishand,andledherintohisoffice.

Sherecountedeverythingforhim.

HIM:Isee.Iwillneedtotalktothisfriendwhose

placeyouwokeupat,thefriendyouwenttothe

partywith,andtheguyyouweredancingwithwho

gotinappropriate.Itotallyunderstandwhyyou

woulddelayreporting,theuncertaintyofit,the

fear…butthetimelinenowrulesoutdetectingany

daterapedrug.DidyoutakePEPandmorningafter

pill?

BOITUMELO:(crying)OhmyGod!No…ohGod…

whatif…ohmyGod!Ijust…Iwasparalyzedfor

twowholeweeks.Ijustcouldn’tbelieveithappened



tome.

HIM:Hopefullyyouareok.Icangiveyouarideand

getadoctorfriendtoattendtoyouASAP.

BOITUMELO:Yesplease

***********

Masediwokeupandmadebreakfast,thenwent

overtoLetangwhowasbentoverhislaptop

workingonhisbitcoin.

MASEDI:Whatareyouupto?

LETANG:Iamtradingandwithdrawingmy

cryptocurrency.Ithaspickedreallywell.NowIam

puttingdownsomemoneyonthisinvestment

here…

Shelookedawaydisinterested.

MASEDI:Comeeat,breakfastisready.

Hestoodupandashewenttoseatatthesofaand

waitforhisfood,triedBoitumelo’snumberagain.

Kgosihadsaidshewasok.Soshewasjust

ignoringhimthem.



Well,fuckher.Shewasabratanyway,itwasnever

hishabittobegagirl.IfBoitumelowantedtowhore

itoutinGaborone.Thenfuckher.Didn’tevenhave

abothertocallandaskaboutherownson?Just

anotherCharitythen.Boycouldhepickthem!At

leastMasediwasarealwoman.Responsible,loving,

caring,submissive,respectful,andtookcareofhis

kidssowell.

*************

ThenextdayEphraimwaspassedoutonthesofa

withalotofbeercansaround.Hemusthave

blackedoutlastnightafterallthebeerandvokda

hedrunk.

Hewasrousedbyaknockandrantothedoor

hopingitwasSapelo,thensighedwith

disappointmentwhenhesawonlythegirlhehad

askedtocometoclean.

EPHRAIM:Hey..you…

HER:Malebogo

EPHRAIM:Comein.Ithinkthecleaningstuffisin

thebathroom.



Shegotinsideandstartedatthebedroom,looking

atallthatmessandpileiflaundry.Shecleaned

everythingasshehummedtoherself,thenwhen

shewasdone,shecookedandcametoservehim.

MALEBOGO:Ifyourwifestayinginanotherplace?

EPHRAIM:Yea…I…uhm…wearegettingadivorce.

Thiswasthefirsttimehesaiditoutloud,andithurt

somuchtohearthosewordsthathiseyesmisted.

MALEBOGO:I’msorry.

EPHRAIM:Itiswhatitis.

Therewasaknockatthedoor,andwhenhewentto

open,hewashandedanenvelopadaskedtosigh

forthedelivery.

Afterhesighed,hesatdownandopenedit.

OhGod,thiswasserious!Thedivorcepapers.

Sapelowasreallydone.

Hetorethemapartashefelthisheartbreakallover

again,tearsrunningdownhischeeksunabashed

untilhewasonafullonmeltdown,curledupto

himselfsobbingmess.



Thiscan’tbeit,hecouldn’tlosetheliveofhislife….

Hewasn’tevenawareofMalebogo’spresenceuntil

hefeltherhughim.

Shepattedhisshouldersandrepeatedlytoldhimit

wouldbeok.

Hewipedhistearsandgrabbedthebottleofvodka,

takingalargeswigdry.

EPHRAIM:Youdrink?Grababeer.Ineeda

distraction.

Twohourslaterandseveralbeercansandan

emptyvodkabottle,hepulledherintohisarmsas

hekissedher,withMalebogokissinghimback.It

tookthemafewsecondstomakequickworkof

theirclothesandhehadhernaked,onherbackin

thecarpet.

************

Sapelosatinherbedroomcryingasshelookedat

theirweddingphotos.

Hergrandmothercamein,annoyed.

GRANDMA:Kantejaanongnemmawhatareyou



cryingaboutkayouaretheonedivorcing?

SAPELO:Nkoko,justbecauseI’mtheonewhofiled,

doesn’tmeanIdon’thurt.ThemanIlovecheated

onme.

GRANDMA:Sapelo,kantedoyouthinkyouarethe

firstwomantobecheatedon?

SAPELO:Sobecauseotherwomengetcheatedon

too,Ishouldstayandjusttoleratenonsense?

GRANDMA:Youarebeingselfish!Youhavea

child…whydoyouwanttoraisehiminabroken

family?

SAPELO:Iwanttoraisehiminahappyfamily!AndI

amnothappyrightnow.

GRANDMA:Wherearsyougonnafindamanwho

givesyouhisbankcardandtellsyoutomanagehis

money.Knowthatwhenyoudivorce,thereisno

motebankcard

SAPELO:Iworksohardtobefinanciallydependant

becauseInevermeanttohavetostaybecausea

manmaintainsmylife.Igavehimhiscardback



anyway.

GRANDMA:Akeremmekehayouarecryingforhim.

Whereisallthatmoneyofyoursnow?Youwilldie

lonely.

Hermotherstoodatthedoor.

MOTHER:Mme,that’senough.Gowateryourplants.

Theoldladyleft,andhermothercametohugher.

MOTHER:Iamsosorryabouthermybaby.Sheis

oldschool.

SAPELO:(wipingtears)It’sok…it’sjust…today

theywillservehimdivorcepapers,andit’shitting

mehard.AmIdoingtherightthingmme?

MOTHER:Sasa,Iwantyoutoneverstopputting

yourselffirst,beforeamarriageoramanorwhat

peoplewillsay.Ifyouarenothappy,youdon’tforce

yourself,youhearme?Never.Nomanisworth.

sacrificingyourself.

SAPELO:Eemma

MOTHER:Butbaby,youarebreakingapart.You

haven’tstoppedcryingsinceyoucameheretwo



weeksago.Youhaveevenlostweight.Maybethis

tooshallpass.Maybeit’sastageofgriefandyou

willgetoverit,Idon’tknow.

SAPELO:(sobbing)Ihopeso,becauseithurts

mme…ithurtssobadIfeelthepainphysically.I

can’tbelieveit’sover.ThatI’mlosinghim….Lost

him.

MOTHER:Maybeyourheartknowswhereitbelongs.

Followyourheart.Don’tbeafraidtodowhatittells

youbecauseitgoesagainstyourideals.Youarean

independentwomanwhodoesnotstandfor

nonsense,andIlovethat.IlovethewomanIraised.

Butisthisdecisioninthissituationwhatyoureally

want?Orareyoujustfollowingaguidebookofthe

rulesyoumadeforyourself?Maybeengagedthe

heartalittletoo,thisbrilliantbrainofyourshas

beenrulingonitsownoverthissituationfortoo

longlistentotheheartnow.

SAPELO:Mme,ifIgobythat,Iwillalwaysaccept

hisrubbishbecauseallIreallywantistobewith

him.



MOTHER:Idon’tseethateverhappening.Notmy

stubborngirl.Ifyourheartallows,givehima

secondchance.Hewrongedyou,andthingsmay

neverbethesamebetweenyoutwo.Butthereis

nothingthathurtsquietlikeregret.Ifyouaresure

youwillneverregretthisdecision.Thatyouwill

neverwonderwhatcouldhavebeen…thegoahead,

mygirl.

***********

InthemorningSapelowokeupandshowered.She

wonderedaboutEphraim.

Hemustbebroken.God,thenumberoftimesshe

hadhoveredoverhisnumberwantingtocalland

checkonhim…

Onawhim,shegrabbedthecarkeysanddrove

backhome,openingthedoorandwalkedin.

Helaidonthebedwithhiseyesredandpuffy,

lookingsobrokenanddesolateitmadehercry.

SAPELO:Ephraim…

EPHRAIM:Babe,IswearIcanbebetter…Iknow.



Mydrinkingisaproblem,Icangethelpforit…

SAPELO:Babe,I’mscared….Iamsoterrified

becausethereisnothingIwantmorethanbeingin

yourarmsrightnow.ThereisnothingIwantmore

thanbelievingeverythingyousay.Idon’twannabe

anotherOlebile,heldhostagebytheloveforaman

whoonlyeverhurtsme.

EPHRAIM:YouknowI’mnotlikethat…seeingyou

hurt,hurtsme.Onelastchance,babe…ourloveis

worththatmuch…please…wearebothhurting.IfI

fuckupevenjustalittlebit…Iwouldnotask

anythingofyouthen.

Heheldhishandsopenforherandshesighedand

satonthebedashepulledhercloserandsnuggled

herintoabearhug.

************
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Ephraimsatinbedlookingdownashamed.

SAPELO:TellmeEphraim,wenakoorehelawhena

beerhitsyourthroat,yourzippergoesdown?

EPHRAIM:(lookingdown)Nnyaamma

SAPELO:Mxim,warennyaa,akerehereyouare,

sleepingwitharandomyoumetatatuck-shop.You

knowtheyhaveawordforthat.Slut.Youaresucha

fuckingslutEphraim.

EPHRAIM:Pleasedon’tleaveme.I’mbeinghonest

witheverything.Ididn’tthinkyouwerecoming

back.I’msosorry.

SAPELO:LegonetobehittingrawEphraim!That’s

justdumb.YouareadumbslutandtobehonestI

ammoreamazedathowstupidyouarethanIam

angry.Youneedtofixthis.

EPHRAIM:Ihavenointentionsofseeingheragain.

SAPELO:Ohhoney,youwilldomorethanthat.We

aregoingtogotoapharmacytogetamorning

afterpillandyouaregoingtomakesureshetakes

it.



EPHRAIM:HowwillI…

SAPELO:Ifyoucangetarandomgirltoopenher

legs,youcangethertotakeapill.Idon’tcarehow

yougetitdoneEphraim,youwilldoitandmake

sureit’sdone.Ialreadyhavetoomuchbabymama

dramawithyourmother,Idon’tneedanymore.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Areyoucallingmymothera

babymama?

SAPELO:Well,sheactslikeone.AndIamnot

laughingEphraim,ija,soIdon’twannaseeyou

kikikiabout,youthinkthisisfunny?Theonlything

thatshouldbecomingoutofyourmouthrightnow

is‘yesqueen’toanythingIsay.

EPHRAIM:(tryingnottolaugh)Yesqueen.

SAPELO:(smiling)Goodboy.Andwearealso

gettingyourdumbasstestedforSTI’s.Butona

seriousnotethough,Eph,pleasedon’thurtme

again,I’mbeggingyou..Ichoosetotrustyou…

please.IknowyouarethegreatmanIthinkyouare.

EPHRAIM:Neveragain!Iswear..Iamgonnaget

helpwithmyalcoholissues.



************

Boitumelorodeinthecarwiththedetective,going

togetherresults.

Whentheyarrivedatthedoctor,shelookedathim,

scared.

BOITUMELO:Iknowitsaskingtoomuch,butIam

allaloneandscaredandyouaretheoneperson

whohasbeenkindsofarsowillyoucomeinwith

me?

HIM:Ofcourse.

Whenhernamewascalledtheywalkedintogether

andheexplainedthattheyweretogether.

DR:Fromtheresults,youarenotpregnant,bityou

didcatchchlamydia…

Shestartedsobbingandthedetectivesqueezedher

handinreassurance.

DR:Itisverycommonandeasilytreatable.SoI

haveprescribedyoumedicationthatcanclearitoff.

Aftertheyweredonewiththedoctorhedroveher

back.



HIM:So,Iwillgotalktoyourfriends…findoutwho

didthistoyou.It’smotmycase,butthesepeople

arenottakingitseriously…

BOITUMELO:Canwenottalkaboutthis?

Him:Iunderstand.So…Ihaven’ttoldyoumyname,

haveI?OtengMonthe.

BOITUMELO:Isbeingapoliceofficerwhatyou’ve

alwayswantedtodo.?

Sheasked,todistractherself.WhatifshewasHIV

positive?Pregnant?

OhGod!

HIM:(laughing)Yup.Mygrandpawasadetective,

nowheisthebigguy.OthataMonthe.

BOITUMELO:Ihaveheardthatnamebefore.Ke

ramapodiseorsomething.

HIM:Yup,myfatherLegacyMonthe,anotherbig

guy.IalwaysknewI’dfollowtheirfootsteps.What

doyoustudy?

Forthefirsttimeintwoweeksshewasnotthinking

ofkillingherself,hewassuchaneasyguytotalkto.



**************

EphraimjoggedovertowhereMalebogahadsaid

shestayed.Itwasaoneroomthatwasnot

plasteredandthecorrugatedironroofinglooked

bad.

MALEBOGO:(smiling)Hey…niceseeingyou.

EPHRAIM:Malebogo,thereisnoeasywaytosay

this.Whathappenedyesterdaywasamistake.

MALEBOGO:(sadly)Isee

EPHRAIM:Great.So,I’mgonnaneedyoutotake

thispillheretomakesureyoudon’tgetpregnant..

webothdon’tneedallthat.

MALEBOGO:Ketsaabortion?Nothankyou.Every

lifeisablessing.

EPHRAIM:Itsnotabortion,youarenotpregnant.

Youliterallycannotgetpregnantadayafterhaving

sex.Thesearetomakesureyoudon’t.

MALEBOGO:Aerrawenayouwanttotrickmewith

EnglishsoIcommitabortion.Imightnotbe

educated,butIhaveneverheardaboutpillsthat



makessureyoudon’tgetpregnant.It’sabortion

pillsandI’mnottakingthem.

EPHRAIM:OhmyGod!Areyouseriousrightnow?

Takethedamnpill!

MALEBOGO:No.IamaChristian.IfGodisblessing

mewithanotherchild…

EPHRAIM:Youarestrugglingtocareforthethree

youhave!Whyburdenyourselfwithanother?

MALEBOGO:GodwillnevergivememorethanI

canhandle.

EPHRAIM:Youalreadycan’thandlewhatyougot

damnit.Takethedamnpill,youarestartingto

irritateme.

MALEBOGO:No.

Hegrabbedherandpinnedheronthebed,forcing

thepillinhermouthandgrabbedacupofwateron

anearbytable,pouringalittlebitinhermouth,then

presseshernosetogether,forcinghertoswallow,

thenstayedthereforabituntilhewassureithad

gonedown.



Shelaidonthebedcryingashegothiscarkeys

andstooduptoleave.

EPHRAIM:Well,itwasniceknowingyou.Ireally

wishyouwell.

Onsecondthoughthestoppedandewalletedhera

P2000.

EPHRAIM:Ihopethatcanhelpyoustartalittle

hustleforyourself.Magwinyaledibonziataschool

orsomething..OfsomefoodandcomesellatLID,

therearen’tmuchfoodoptionsatthefarmsand

factories.

MALEBOGO:(crying)Godwillpunishyouforthis!I

don’twanttohaveanabortion.Youareforcingone

onme.

Hejustshookhisheadandwalkedoff,goinghome

topickSapelooffforadate.

*************

MasedifinishedwashingLetang’sclothes.Hewas

takinganap,andthekidswerealsoasleep.

He’slefthisphoneinthecoffeetable.



Shesnuckitoffandtookitintothetoilet,goinginto

hisWhatsApp.

Hewaschattingwithseveralgirlsinveryexplicit

conversationsandalotofnudes.Veryexplicit

nudes.

Thenhismessagesinthegroupchatwithhisboys.

‘Yea,tobehonestIthinkMasediisit.Ienjoyher

company,sexisgood,sheisrespectful,beautiful,

andsheismature,andlovesmykids.Iwannasee

howsheisforabit,andifsheactsright,Immawife

herup‘

‘Sowhyyoufuckingaround’Ephraimhadasked.

‘dude,amanneedsvariety.Gapennathat’sjust

whoIam.Iamaho IacceptmyselfforwhoI

am.’

Shebeamedwithasmilefromeartoear.Ohmy

God!Hewantedtomarryher?OhmyGod!

Wow

Sheneededtobeonherbestbehavioursohe

couldseeshereallyaswifematerial.



***********

Ephraimwalkedbackontotheirhome.

SAPELO:Shetookthepill?

EPHRAIM:Yup.Done.Dusted.Thatchapterclosed.

SAPELO:Itbetterbe,ija

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Yesqueen.Comeon,letme

getyoufed,youareinmuchbettermoodafteryou

eat…andthenIcantakeyouhomeandfeedyou

proper…twoweekswithoutgettingsomebanna!

Foramarriedman,oless!

SAPELO:(laughing)Mxim,twoweekswaengka

youwerebusyofantisadilotsame,slut.

Shesaid,slappingandsqueezinghisbuttasthey

gotoutofthecar.

***********

Aftereatingwhentheygothome,Special

Constableswalkedin.

EPHRAIM:Andthen?

OFFICER:EphraimThebe?



EPHRAIM:Depends…what’sup?

OFFICER:Weneedyoutocometothestation.You

havebeenaccusedofrape.

EPHRAIM:What?Bywho?

OFFICER:MsMalebogoBatsilesaysshewas

cleaningyourplaceandyougotdrunkandraped

her.ThentriedtopayheroffwithP2000..

EPHRAIM:Whatthefuck?Seriously?Ihadsexwith

her,yes.Consensualsex!

OFFICER:Wearegonnaneedyoutocomein.

SAPELO:Uhhuh!Wabonaakere!Theydon’tsayif

youliewithdogsyougetfleasfornoreason.

Maybethiswillteachyoutokeepyourpantsup.

Ephraimshookhisheadindisbeliefashewentto

thepolicestationwiththeofficers.

************
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Ephraimhadgonetothepolicestationtohearthe

developmentoftherapeaccusations.

Sapelosighedthinkingaboutit,thentookher

umbrellaandwalkedoutoftheLIDstaffhousing,

andintothevillage,whereshefoundtheplace

EphraimhadsaidMalebogostayed.

God,hadshereallybecomethiswoman.Running

aboutfixinganirresponsibleman’smesses?

ButonethingsheknewforsurewasthatEphraim

didnotrapethatgirl,andshe’ddefendhimevenif

theyweren’ttogether.

Shewalkedintotheyardasanemaciatedmongrel

walkedpasther.

Apreteengirlwasdoinglaundryatthecornerof

thehome,whilekidsaboutsevenandthreeplayed

around.

Sheknockedonthedoor,andMalebogoopened,

herfaceimmediatelygoingsour.Shehadseenher

picturesatEphraim’shouse.



MALEBOGI:Ifyouareheretotellmetodropthe

case,youwastedyourtime.

SAPELO:Nah…Idon’tgoaroundcleaningup

Ephraim’sshit.ButIjustwantedtothankforfinally

lettingmeknowthewhorethat’sbeenfuckingmy

husband.NowIknowwhotosueformarriage

wrecking.

MALEBOGO:Suemeforwhat,beingrapedbyyour

husband?

SAPELO:So,youreallythinkthatstorywillstick?

Haveyoueverwatchedarapetrial?Theyaregonna

grillyoulikebraai.Pokeholesinyourstoryuntilyou

breakandadmititwas,consensual.Whyarepeople

sosilly.Youthinkyoujustreportsomeoneforrape

andtheygetsenttoprison?Investigationsare

carriedout.Trials.Weengagedtheverybestof

lawyers,theywillshowthatyouarelying.Youthink

ajustGodwilleverletyougetawaywiththis?

MALEBOGO:(sobbing)Youdon’tknowwhathedid

tome.Hepinnedmedownandforcedandabortion

pillonme.



SAPELO:Jesus,girl!Youcan’thaveanabortion

beforeyouarepregnant!Thosewerenotabortion

pills.Butwhathedidwashorribleonhispart.Still

youchosetocommitacrimeonretaliation.

Reportingafalsecrimeisagainstthelaw,youare

gonnagotojail.Waitsetota?

Malebogosobbedsadly.

MALEBOGO:Whydoeshegettotreatmelikethat

andthenIamatfault!

SAPELO:Lifesucks.Buckleupbuttercup.Dealwith

it.Youaregoingtotellthepolicethatyouthoughtit

wasrapeinitiallybecauseyouweresodrunkyou

didn’tremembermuch.Butnowyouremember

consenting.Nobodycansendyoutojailforhaving

abadmemory,andyouclearthenameofan

innocentman.Nowbeagoodlittlegirlandsay

thankyou.BecauseIdon’thavetohelpyou.But

youhavekidswhoneedyouhere.

MALEBOGO:I’mnotabadpersonyouknow.But

yourhusbandhadnorighttodowhathedid.Ijust

feltsoangrythatIwantedtohurthim.ButIfelt



horribleaboutthelie.

Aftertalkingforabit,Malebogowatchedherleave.

Shegotreadytogotothepolice.Thesewerevile

peopleshedisnotwanttoassociatewithagain.

Shehadmadeherselfvomitthepillsoutthe

momentEphraimhadleft,shewouldnevercommit

abortion,shesaidtoherself.Shewasalready

dumpedwiththreekidsandheretheywere,

surviving,what’sonemoreifGoddecidedtobless

her?

**********

MasediwashedLetang’shandsandbroughthim

food,thensatdownfeedingPenelopeasPhineas

sleptinhiscotnearher.

LETANG:(smiling)ImustbehittingitrightifIam

gettingmyfavouriteseverydaynowadays.You’ve

outdoneyourselftoday,thislooksdelicious.AndI

smeltsomefreshbaking?

MASEDI:Itriedacheesecake,Irememberthatyou

lovedittheotherdayatarestaurant.



LETANG:Damn…waitsekooreyouneverknow

whatyouaremissinginlifeuntilitsinfrontofyou.

Ineverknewlifecouldbethisgood.Awomanwho

doesn’tstressme,Icomehometobetreatedlikea

king?YouareeverythingIwanted,youknow.

Sheblushedandlookeddown.

LETANG:No,seriouslySedi,youareeveryman’s

dreamwoman.AndI’mtheonewhoget’stokeep

you.Ican’twaittomakeyouMrsThebe.Soon.

Shebeamedwithasmile.

MASEDI:(smiling)Letang,it’sonlybeenthree

weeks.

LETANG:Sweetheart,whenyouknow,youknow.

Wemighthavebeentogetherforonlythreeweeks,

butthewholeyearthatIhaveknownyouhasbeen

ablessinginmylife.NnaIknowIwantalifewith

you.Kanammawenayouarenotsureaboutme?

MASEDI:Nono.Gakerialo..Iwantthatmorethan

anything.Iloveyou.Cheesecake?

LWTANG:Ee,mphakukumogatsaka…



MASEDI:(laughing)KidsLetang,therearekidshere!

LETANG:(laughing)AndwhatdidIsaykannake

raacake?ButIamseriousSedi,tellyourfamilyto

beexpectingpeople.

HepulledheronhislapandkissedherasMasedi

couldn’tstopsmiling.

*************

AftercomingfromthestationwhereMalebogohad

saidshewasstartingtorememberthingsatitwas

allconsensual,hemetwithMirandaforawork

lunch.

Asthemsateatingandtalkingaboutaproject,they

lookedupastheyheardhismother.

MMAEPHRAIM:Lookathimoutherehavinga

goodlifewhileIsuffer…heela,mothoyoke

ngwanyanawagaShelby?Gatwemangkana,I

rememberthatbirthmarkonyourfaceyouwere

bornwith…mma-Lebadi,weusedtocallyouthat.

Shelby’sdaughter!Shelbywhomovedherefrom

Bokspits?!



MIRANDA:(smiling)Eemma

MMAEPHRAIM:Youlookjustlikeher!Shewasmy

verybestfriend,weworkedpeople’skitchens

togetherandhelpedeachother!Ah!Youhave

grown,youweresolittlewhenIlastsawyouasshe

movedbackhometotakecareofhermother.You

knowmyson?

EPHRAIM:Mirandaismyboss,mme.Andweare

workinghere.Iwillcomeseeyoulater.

MMAEPHRAIM:Ijosorry,Ididn’tknowtalkingto

mysonwasdisturbing.

MIRANDA:Notatall,takeaseatandorder

somethingplease.Wearealmostdoneanyway.

MMAEPHRAIM:Youseeagirlwithmanners.Kana

mysonhasbeenbewitchedbythatgirl.Heno

longerhasrespectformeatall,letsthatgolddigger

walkalloverme.Hehasevenstoppedcaringfor

me.Idon’tknowhowhecouldbeworkingwith

beautifulwomenlikeyouandgoforthatthing…

EPHRAIM:That’senoughmme.Weareleaving.



MMAEPGRAIM:NnarraIamnotseatingwithyou,

I’mseatingwithmyfriend’sdaughter.Miramira!

Ijoo!Youareabigwomannow.LastIsawyou,your

motherwastheonewhowasaroundyouragenow.

Sheneverleftmyheart,Shelby.WhenIsawyour

faceIrememberedherimmediately.Youmusttell

meallaboutyourself,kanaamItakingyourtime?

MIRANDA:(smiling)Notatall,Itwillbeapleasure.

MMAEPHRAIM:Karelelentswelelebonolonyana

keShelbytota!Bontlenyajobokana,shecould

havegivenmebeautifullightskingrandkidskana.

Ephraimsighedandstoodup.

EPHRAIM:Mmewhenyouaredonetextme,I’lldrop

youhome.

MIRANDA:Don’tworry,I’llgodrophersowedon’t

keepyouwaiting.SeeyouonMonday.

*************

AftermeetingwithMalebogo,Sapelowenttomeet

withOlebileandLorraineforthewedding

preparations.



ShewatchedOlebiletryonherweddingdressagain

andpranceabouthappily.

Sapelojustshookherheadandkeptquiet.IfOlebile

wantedtobestupid,therewasn’tmuchshecould

doanymore.

Olebile’sphonerangandshewentoutsideto

answers.

Theylistenedinwithshock.

OLEBILE:(otherphone)Butbabe,Ialreadygaveyou

halfthebridepricelemadiadilwana,andIbought

mydressandall.Plustheceremony.Whatdoyou

needP3000for?Babe,Iunderstand,butyoucan’t

justrandomlyaskformoneywhenyoudon’ttellme

whatitisfor… asurprise,forme?Awww…babe…

youdon’thaveto…ok,I’lltransfersomething.

Shecamebackinthehousesmilingandgiggling.

LORRAINE:Girl,youknowthatmanisnevergonna

respectyou?Whatkindofwomanpatsherown

magadi?

OLEBILE:Phadzapaidyourmagadiandhestill



doesn’trespectyou.Youarejusthatingbecause

youareahousewife,ohiwaallowancewhenImake

myownmoney.

TherewasaknockandMasediwalkedinpushing

thekidsonadoublestroller.

LORRAINE:Wow,nowwearedoingevilbitchestoo?

OLEBILE:Sediisactuallynice,wehavebeentalking.

Iaskedhertobehere.

MASEDI:Imean,ifthereisunhappy,washedup,

alcoholicbitcheslikeyouLorraine…

SAPELO:Enough,girls!Loraine,youhavehad

enough,putthewinedown.IfOlebilewantsher

herethat’sallthatmatters.

LORRAINE:Sheissleepingwithhercousin’sman!

AndthatlittlegirlBoityisverynice,howthehellcan

youdothattoyourcousin?Thekarmathat’s

comingyourway.

MASEDI:Idon’thavetimeforthisshit,myfiancée

andIneedtogotothetailors.

SAPELO:Fiancée?



MASEDI:(smiling)Yes!Letangaskedmetomarry

him!Lebi,IamsorryIhavetogo,Ican’thavemy

kidsaroundthisviledrunkard.

LORRAINE:(laughing)Gatwemykids!Theyarenot

yours,maybeyouareevenbarren.Gapeyouarethe

maid!Ihonestlyhatewomenlikeyou.Youneedto

beyoursister’skeeper.Don’tjoinamanindoing

wrongwhenyouknowverywellheisbeingwrong.

MASEDI:Saveyourmotivationalspeechesforyour

failingmarriage.MyfiancéeandIarehappy,wasI

supposedtodenyourlovebecausehewasina

relationshipwherehewasnotrespected?Bye.

Shewalkedoffandloadedthekidsintheircar

seatsanddroveoff.

SAPELO:Ebileshedrivesnow?Thatgirlisso

delusional,it’sactuallysad.

OLEBILE:Butyoudon’tknowherrelationshipSasa,

let’snotjudge,wasn’tyourmanjustdealingwitha

rapecase?AtleastLetangiswhoringconsensually,

andwhoistosayhewon’tchangewhentheymarry?

LookatBolokangchanginghisways…



SAPELO:(laughing)Youcaughthimcheatinga

monthago!Changingwere?Nnyaa,Igiveupka

wenamyfriend.Womenlovetobeblindwaitse,

afterwardswhenhebreaksyourheart,youact

surprised.

************

IntheeveningSapelogothometoEphraimcooking

inthekitchen.MmaEphraimcamefromthe

bathroomandsatonthesofa.

MMAEPHRAIM:So,thisisthetimetocomehome?

SAPELO:Dumelang.

MMAEPHRAIM:Mypoorson,soheisthefamily

providerandalsodoesallthehouseworkandcares

forthebabywhileyougogallivant?

SAPELO:Ija…

Sheshookherheadandwenttothekitchen.

EPHTAIM:Heybabe…Iwasgoingtocallyoujust

nowwhenIfinishedcooking.Shejustarrivedhere

andshehasadoctor’sappointmentinFrancistown

tomorrow,soshewillspendthenightifit’sokwith



you.

MMAEPHRAIM:Eemadam,I’mspendingthenight.

Kanayouwillchasemeoutkeitjobogeandcall

Shelby’sdaughter,shecangiveme

accommodation.Heela,thatgirlisbeautifulwena!

Andsuchabeautifulheart!Iwonderhowmyson

passedsuchabeauty.

EPHRAIM:Mmecanyoustop!Seriously,thisis

irritating.Youarenotgonnacomehereandinsult

mywifeinherhome.

MMAEPHRAIM:AmIwrongtocommentonhow

goodacoupleyoulookedhavinglunchwithmma

Lebadi?

EPHRAIM:That’sit.Comeon,I’lldropyouhome

now.

MmaEphraimtookherphoneandmadeacallback

toMiranda’snumber.Shecalledimmediately.

MMAEPHRAIM:(sobbing)MmaLebadi,myfriend’s

daughter.Pleasecomegivemeaccommodation,

thiswitchhastoldmysontothrowmeout….I…



Ephraimsnatchedthephone.

EPHRAIM:IamsosorryaboutthisMira.Sheisfine,

justdramatic.

HehungupasmmaEphraimsobbed.

AfewminuteslatertherewasaknockandMiranda

stoodatthedoor.

EPHRAIM:Isaidsheisfine.

MIRANDA:Ijust…mogolookallahelaEphraim?I

wantedtocheckifshewasok.

MMAEPHRAIM:I’mnot…Iamcomingwithyou.

Youcan’tstopmewenaEphraim.Iwillnotspend

anothernighthere,sothatthatwitchyoumarried

canfinishmeoff?WhydoyouthinkIamsick?She

hatesthatyoutakecareifme,andwantstogetrid

ofme.

Shewenttothebedroomandcamewithhersmall

back,whichMirandacarriedtothecarforheras

Ephraimlookedindisbelief.

Mirandacameback.

MIRANDA:IamsososorryEph,Imeanno



disrespecttoyou,butsometimesbagoloyoujust

havetoindulgethemohetsekgang.

Shesmiledandwinkedathim,thenwalkedtothe

car.

*************
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MmaEphraimfollowedMirandainthehouse,and

lookedaroundasshewenttofixheraroom.

Shesighedsadlylookingataweddingphotowith

somefatwhiteman,andtherewereotherphotos

withtwoblondelittlegirls.

Mirandawenttothekitchenandfixedtheoldlady

dinner,thencametowashherhandsandgiveher

foodsittingdownwithher.

MMAEPHRAIM:Eeyouaremarried?

MIRANDA:(sadly)gettingadivorce.Ifiledaweek



backwhenhecheatedagain.

MMAEPHRAIM:Aoshem,youpoorchild.It’shis

loss.Heelammentayougavebirthto

makgoanyane?

MIRANDA:Theyarenotmine.Imethimwhenthey

wereonlytwoweeksold,twins.Theirjunkiemother

dumpedhimwiththemandranbacktotheSouth

Africa.Ihelpedhimraisethemfromthenonwhen

hewasallalone.EventuallywemarriedandIam

theonlymothertheyknow.Ithoughtwewere

happy,buthecheatedforthefirsttimeandthings

justwentdownhillfromthere.Ourmarriagewas

neverhappy,butItriedtobethegoodwifeeven

whenhecheatedagain.Afewweekbackhetold

mehewasgettingbackwiththemotherofhiskids.

Thenjusttookthekidsandleft.I’vecriedmyselfto

sleepforsolong.Ihaven’teventoldanyoneI’m

divorcing.ThankfullyIfinallyfoundthestrengthto

filefordivorce.

MMAEPHRAIM:Aww,don’tcrymygirl.Youarestill

youngandbeautiful.Yourhusbandisoutthere.

Mayberightinfrontofyoureyes…maybehetoo



madewrongchoice.

Shelookedatherwithasmile.

*********

EphraimcametoseatnearSapelo.

EPHRAIM:I’msosorryaboutthatSasa…

SAPELO:Iamwaypastblamingyouforyour

mother’sbehaviour.Butwhowasthatgirl?

Ephraimlookeddown.

SAPELO:Ephraim!Issheanexorsomething?

SAPELO:No,sheisacolleague.

SAPELI:And?Howdoessheknowyourmother?

EPGRAIM:Seemslikehermotherandmymother

uswdtobebeatfriendsbackintheday.Theyjust

metyesterdayandspenthourstalking.

SPAELO:Thereismore,isn’tthere?Youwereso

uncomfortablewhensheshowedup.What’sup?

EPHRAIM:(sighing)SheisthegirlIdidmushrooms

withthattime…



SAPELO:Wow,soyourevilwitchofamotherwho

happenstohatemeisplayingbuddy-buddywitha

girlyouprobablyshagged.Wow.

EPHRAIM:Sapelo,kanaI…

SAPELO:Don’ttakeitthewrongway,Idon’tblame

youforanything,I’mjustfrustrated.Comehere…

************

Boitumelolaidinheroomwhenshegotatextfrom

detectiveOteng.

‘Hey,howareyoudoing.’

‘Notbad,youfoundthepersonwhoassaultedme?’

‘Notyet,therearealotofmissinglinks,andIgota

pileofwork,mybosseswantmetoleavethiscase

totheuniformsandfocusonmycases.ButIknow

theywon’ttakethisseriously.IpromiseyouI’llfind

thepersonwhodidthistoyou.’

‘Thankyou…haveyouuhm..eaten?AndIam

totallynothittingonyouIjustwanttogotoeatand

don’twanttobealone.Myroommateisather

boyfriend’s,soifyouwanttogooutandget



somethingtoeat…

‘I’dbedelighted.Haven’teateninabit.Pickingyou

upinafew.Decidewherewearegoing.’

Shehungupandhermotherwascalling.

Whatonearthdidshewantnow?

BOUTUMELO:(sighing)Mommydearest?

MOTHER:Boitumelo,Letang’sfamilyhavecalled

ourfamilysayingtheywannacomeaskfor

Masedi’shandinmarriage,whatthehellisgoingon?

AtearrandownBoitumelo’sfaceassheheardthat.

BOITUMELO:Ahh,nnamamaIdon’tknow.

MOTHER:KooreItookthatsnakeintomyhome

tryingtogiveherdumbassaneducation,andshe

stillfailed,thenyoufindherajobomontshamo

morakengandwhatdoesshedo,stealthefatherof

yourchild!

BOITUMELO:(sadly)It’sokmama.Iuhm…Ihaveto

go.

Shehungupandcurledintoalittleballonherbed,



cryinghysterically.HowcouldLetangdothis?

She’dgivenherverybesttotheman,herlove,her

heart,hervirginity…hell,shedidn’tdoaswellas

shewouldhaveinherexamsifshehadn’tbeen

distractedbyhim…

Nothiscouldn’tbetrue.

Shetookoutherphoneandcalledhim several

timeswithoutitbeinganswered.

Finallyshesentatext.

‘Babe,Idon’tunderstand.Theysayyouare

marryingMasedi?IknowIhavebeenquiet,Iwas

goingthroughalot,andyouignoringme,especially

afterIcalledandheardyousleepingwithmycousin.

Thatmorning….WhenIcalled.Babe,Iwasdrugged

andraped.Iprettymuchhavebeenshutting

everyoneoutbecauseIamsodepressedIhave

beenthinkingaboutsuicide.ButIamsorryIdidn’t

tellyouearlier.Justsulkingwasimmatureofme.

Wecanstartoveragain.Iforgiveyou.Please

answermycall.IloveyouLetang.’

Afterthirtyminutes,shereceivedamessageback.



‘Raped,really?Yousleeparoundandcallitrape?I

feelsorryforthepoorguyyouaregoingtolieabout

sayingherapedyou.Tobehonest,youarenotwhat

Iamlookingfor,youarejustalittlekidthatIwanted

tohavefunwith,butyoutriedtotrapmewitha

child,IneverevenlovedyouifI’mhonest.Ifounda

goodwifeinyourcousin,sheisarealwoman,that’s

whyIamevenmarryinghersofast.Pleaserespect

mydecisionandstayawayfrommyfamilyandI.’

Shereadthemessageoverandoveragain,

breakingdowncryinganew.Soshehadbeenjusta

toytoLetang?Heusesher,ohGod!

************

MasediwascleaningwhenLetang’sphonekept

vibrating.Whenshefinallypickeditup,amessage

camefromBoitumelo.

Shecussedangrilyandwenttothetoilet,locking

herselfinandsattherereplyingwithLetang’s

phone.Boitumeloneededtolearnherplace,she

wasjustauselessbabymamawhileMasediwas

becomingwife.



Afterreplying,shedeletedbothmessagesand

clearedthelogofcallsfromBoitumelo.

WhenshecameoutLetangwascomingoutfrom

thebedroom.

LETANG:Babe,haveyouseenmyphone?

MASEDI:Oh,youletitinthebathroomcounter,I

wasjustabouttocomegiveittoyou.Hereyougo.

LETANG:Thanksbabe.Letmegocheckonthe

guyskeaboahelajaana.Loveyou.

**************

InthemorningMirandaservedmmaEphraim

breakfastanddrovehertothehospital.

MMAEPHRAIM:Hee,youaretakingmetothe

expensiveone?Ican’taffordthat.

MIRANDA:Youwillneverseeaspecialistat

Nyangabgwe.Don’tworry,itwon’tcometomuch,

andIknowhowtomanipulateittoclaimiffrommy

medicalaidkannaInevergetsick.

MMAEPHRAIM:Wow!Waitsemenarestupid,how

didEphraimpassyouby?



Mirandablushedandlookeddown.

Mirandasatwithherasthedoctorbookedherfor

anafternoonCTscan,andMirandastayedwithher

untilshewasadmittedforimmediateremoval

surgeryinthemorningasthedoctorssaidthey

werebigandarisk.

Aftershehelpedhersettleinherroom,Miranda

calledEphraim.

EPHRAIM:Mira?

MIRANDA:Yourmomhasbeenhospitalised.

EPHRAIM:What?

MIRANDA:Waitsethewayyoutoldmethiswoman

struggledtotakecareofyouakateng,Ican’t

believeyouletyourwifeestrangeyoufromherso

muchthatshehasbeenlivingwithexcruciating

painforweeksandyouneverevenknew.Shesays

shewasafraidtocallincaseshecausedtroublein

yourmarriage.GaodiresentleEphraim.

EPHRAIM:Mymotherisadramaqueen.

Nyangabgwe?



MIRANDA:No,Iwentprivate…

EPHRAIM:Miranda,whywouldyou…

MIRANDA:Youcanafforditandyouknowthattoo.

Whatareyouafraidof,Hitlerwillrefusewithyour

moneykagatwesheholdsyourcards?Ketaaduela

ee.Butjustaskyourselfwhethershewouldhave

hermomwaitforasixmonthappointmentorshe

willtakehertoprivate?Iwilltextyouthedetails.

ShehungupandwenttobuymmaEphraimsome

food.

MMAEPHRAIM:Ismysoncoming?

MIRANDA:Ah,nnaIdon’tknow,Itoldhim.Ihope

hewillcome.

MMAEPHRAIM:Youareanangel,youknow.I

wouldhavediedstillwaitingforanappointmentin

Nyangabgwe.See,thesepeoplejustsay,ok,

tomorrow.

MIRANDA:Itshouldn’tbelikethatEphraimearnsa

lottota…

MMAEPHRAIM:Haeheisbewitched!Youshould



seethebigfancyhouseatthatgirl’sparents.The

nicecarherfatherdrive,theylivelikekingsonmy

son’sexpense,whileIsuffer.

MIRANDA:It’snotright.Onbrighternews,mymom

wassoexcitedtohearthatImetyou,shewantedto

surpriseyouandcomehere,shearrivestomorrow.

Maybethatwillcheeryouup.

MMAEPHRAIM:Ohmydearoldfriend!Ican’twait

toseeher,youkeepblessingme!Godwillblessyou

richly.

Ephraimranin.

EPGRAIM:Mme,whydidn’tyouyellmeyouwere

havingpains.

MMAEPHRAIM:Becauseyoucare?Mxim?Thank

GodmmaLebadiwasthere,otherwiseIwouldhave

fallenonthetoadanddiedorsomething.Sheisa

blessingthisgirl,shereallyis.Didyouknowsheis

leavingthatgoodfornothingman?Sheis

practicallysingle.Andthosekidsaren’tevenhers!

Howluckyamanwillbetohaveawomanlikeher!

Finallywhenvisitinghourswereover,Ephraim



walkedMirandatohercar.

EPHRAIM:Thanks…don’tworryaboutthebill,I’ll

settleitandpayyouwhateveryou’vealreadyspent.

MIRANDA:It’sok…Iknowpeoplewhomanagedto

haveitputonmymedicalaid.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Yousneakyone.Youknow

that’sillegal,right?Buthonestlythanks.

Shesmiledandsqueezedhispalm.

MIRANDA:Whatarefriendsfor.Alright.Seeyouat

work.

Shegotinhercarwithasmileonherface.She

deservedagoodlikeEphraim.

**********
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OnMondayafterofficehoursEphraimwas

collectinghisstufftoheadhomewhenMiranda



stoodatthedoor.

EPHRAIM:Hey…Iwasjustleaving.

MIRANDA:Youdidn’tgoseemmaEphraimtoday.

EPHRAIM:Miranda,IambeingaspoliteasIcanbe

herewhenIsaythis.Canyougetthefuckoutofmy

family’sshit?Seriously,it’sirritating.

MIRANDA:(laughing)Well,youareinamood.

EPHRAIM:I’mserious,Miranda!

MIRANDA:Iwasonlytryingtohelp.AndIcansee

mymother’sfriendifIwant.

EPHRAIM:Aslongasyoudon’tgetanyideas.Do

youthinkIdidn’tgetwhatmymomwashintingat

lastnight?Iammarriedandhappilyso.IamsorryI

havetobeblunthere.Ihavenointerestinyou.At

all.YouarejustnotmytypeevenifIwasn’tmarried.

Hepickeduphisthingsandwalkedoffstoppingat

aSpartopickupsomechocolateforSapelo.

**********

AfterdinnerLetangsatonthetableworkingonhis



laptopwhileMasedibrowsedonhephonefor

weddingthings.

MASEDI:Babe,whatabouttheserings?

LETANG:Seriously?Theyaretooexpensive.

MASEDI:Butyoucanaffordthem,Iknowyoumake

alotofmoneywithwhateverthingyoudoonyour

computer.

LETANG:Sedijustbecausewecanafford

somethingdoesn’tmeanweshouldgetit.

MASEDI:ButhaveyouseenSapelo’sring…

LETANG:(sighing)Sapelohastwobusinesses.

That’sthreeincomesintotheirhousehold!Andthe

waymyunclewastalkingitlookslikeyourfamily

wantstochargemealot.Idon’twantdebt,Iwanna

payforeverythingcash.

Shesulkedandlaidonthesofalookingsad.

LETANG:Fine,Masedi.Iknowwomenvaluethese

typeofthings.Wewillgetthoserings.Butyouare

gonnahavetofindalessexpensivedress.Aww,

babe,don’tsulk.Gakeomane,Ijustwanttogive



youandthekidsagoodlife,youknow?Andthat

meanssaving.Comehere,letmeshowyouour

money.

Shereluctantlywentandsatonhislap.

LETANG:Yousee,thisismysalary.Iuseittopay

forthingsaroundthehouse.Thenhereismy

cryptowallet.Iminebitcoinhereand…

MASEDI:Oh,soyoualsoworkinamine?

LETANG:(laughing)No…miningcryptocurrency

is…ah,nevermind.ButIwasthinkingbabe,maybe

youwanttostartyouownlittlething?Iseebanyana

barekisadiloonFacebook.Youlikekids,Icanbuy

kidsproductsandyoucansell.

MASEDI:ButwearenotpoorLetang,wehave

money,youjustshowedmeyouraccount,whywillI

dothat…

LETANG:NotbecauseyouhavetoSedi…Ijust

thought…

MASEDI:Idon’twanttobelikethesewomenwhose

husbandscan’ttakecareofthembatsamayaba



rekisadiaparomo.MmaEphraimkananebareba

kopaP500.

LETANG:P500forwhatSedi,Igavehermoney.She

isusingyoubecausesheknowsifshecomes

directlytomeIwillsayno.

MASEDI:Babe,howcanyouletyourmomsuffer

whenyoumakesomuch…youhavealotinyour

account.

Hejustshookhisheadannoyed.Herconceptof

moneywassoannoying.Shebelievedusingany

moneytheyhave.Shehadwhathismentorcalled‘a

poorman’smentality’.Whenevershehadmoney

shewantedtouseit.

Heusedtoputalumpsumonheraccounttouse

forthehousehold,andtheywouldrunoutindays,

she’dbuyuselessthings.Nowheputonsmall

amountsweeklyinstead.

Hesighedandwentbacktohiswork.Herlackof

ambitionwasseriouslyfrustrating.Yestheydidnot

needherfinancialinput,butcomeon,didn’tshe

wantmorethanjustbathingkids?



*************

Sapelowasclosingdownherworkshopwhenshe

feltEphraimhugherfromthebackandkissher.

SAPELO:(smiling)Whatareyoudoinghere?

EPHRAIM:Ican’tpickmywifeup?Iloveyou.

Hesaidashehandedhersomechocolate.

SAPELO:(smiling)Ok…isitmybirthdayor

something?

EPHRAIM:It’sjust…Iloveyou.FromnowonIonly

wanttoseeyouhappy!

Hisphonerang.ItwasMiranda.

Hejustlookedatitandignoredit,continuingtokiss

Sapelo,openingtheworkshopdoorandleadingher

inside.

SAPELO:Itcouldbework….

EPHRAIM:Fuckher…Mirandaannoysme

sometimes.

SAPELO:Why?Didsomethinghappenbetweenyou

to?Didyousleepwithheragain?



EPHRAIM:No,Sasa…I’mnotlettingyoudothat.

Youarenotthatkindofwoman.

SAPELO:(sobbing)Iwouldn’tbeifyoudidn’tbring

metothisplaceEphraim.NowIfindmyself

questioningyou…us,soconstantly.

Hetookbothherhandsandkissedthem,thenheld

themashelookedinhereyes.

EPHRAIM:AndIdon’tblameyou,mylove.Ididthis

tous.Igotushere.Youhaveeveryrighttonottrust

me.Thankyouforgivingusachancetofixthings.

AndIpromiseIamgoingto.Iwillearnyourtrust

again.

Hepulledhercloserandkissesher,thenleadherto

thecar.

***********

InthemorningMasediwalkedintommaEphraim’s

hospitalroomwithalotofsnacks.

MASEDI:Mme,howareyou?

MMAEPHRAIM:Sedi!Mygirl!Whatdoyouhavefor

meintheremygirl?Hee?AllmyfavoriteleKFC



tota?

MASEDI:(smiling)Wewantyoutogetwellfast.And

thekidswantedtocomeseetheirgrandma.

MMAEPHRAIM:Thankyou…heela,disyou

managewiththatlittlehelpIaskedfor?Kana

Letangobogalewee!MonnawagagoMasedi!Hei!

(laughing)NnaebileI’mafraidofaskingfor

anythingfromhim.

MasedihandedhertheP500

MASEDI:(laughing)Ao,mmekanahewillnotsay

no.

MMAEPHRAIM:Nnyaawenawamokgonaakere.

Hei!Mysonataabonamosaditota!Omongweole

noteventocomecheckonme!

*************

Ephraimwalkedintheofficeandwenttothepantry

togetsomecoffee.

Mirandawalkedinandjustpassedhimwithout

sayinghi.

Ohwell.Lessshitonherday,shewasannoyingjust



keptignoringheruntilshespoke.

MIRANDA:I’mignoringyou

EPHTAIM:Iamsograteful.Canitgoonforseveral

years?

Shelaughedandsqueezedhisshoulderashesatat

thetablehavinghiscoffee.

MIRANDA:Ephraim,amIwrongtohelpafriend’s

mother?WhyareyoutreatingmelikeI’mabad

person?

EPHRAIM:I’mnotsayingyouareabadpersonMira.

Ijustdon’twantyougettingideas,Ilovemywife.

Don’tletmymothermakeyouthinkotherwise.

MIRANDA:Mxim…nnarrait’snotlikeIwantyou.I

wasjusttryingtohelp.

Shefumedandwalkedbacktoherofficeangrily.

Whatthehelldidthatbitchofawifesaytohim

whenhegothomethatnightafterthehospital.

Theyweregettingonwelloneminute,andthenext

hewastreatingherlikeshewastheplague.

************



Boitumelostoodinfrontoftheuniversity’s

counsellingdepartmentwithdetectiveOteng.

BOITUMELO:Ichangedmymind,Idon’twanttodo

this.

OTENG:Boi,comeon…youcandothis.Ilookat

youandIseeastrongbravegirl…whathappened

toyou…

BOITUMELI:Idon’tevenknowwhathappenedto

me!

OTENG:Itdoesn’tmakeitanylesspainful.You

wereassaulted.Youneedhelptoprocessit.You

arestrongenoughtogetthathelp

BOITUMELO:Soallyouseeisavictim?Astupid

littlegirl’scasethatyoujusthavetosolve?

OTENG:No,please.Don’tthinklikethat.Iamhere

withyoubecauseIwanttobe.Notbecauseyouare

acase.

Hesqueezedherhandwithasmile.

OTENG:Youcandothis.Ibelieveinyou.Comeon.

***********



AfterworkSapelowentstraighttoSpartogetafew

groceries.SheshenoticedtheMirandagirl.The

bitchlookedatherandstartedlaughingasshe

talkedtoherfriend

MIRANDA:Iamnotkidding,that’sEphraim’swife.

FRIEND:Shem,omoronajang!Osetswananyana

hela.Ephishot,Ihadexpectedhiswomantobe

likeWetsho’swifeorsomething.Aproperslay

mama.

Sapelolookedatherclothesandalmostlaughed.

Shehadgonetothefarmstodaytogetfruitsand

vegetables,andnegotiatewiththestrugglingfarmer

aboutbuyingthelandhehadandturnitintoan

eventsgarden.Theguyhadsaidsomeonehad

alreadyboughtit.

Shefocusedbackonthefancylookinggirls

Ephraimworkedwith.Theywereallskinnyand

madeupandinbusinesssuits.

Shewaswearingheroldleggings,anoldtshirtand

aheadscarfwithflipflop.Shelaughedtoherself.

Nowonderthatplainlookingflatassbitchwas



laughingshelookedamess.

Notthatshewaslookingtocompete.Sheknewher

man,andtgatjustwasn’thistype…

Gosh,sincetheyhadachildandherbusinessgrew,

shewasalwayseversobusythatherhusbandwas

neglectedsometimes.

Shetextedhermomthatshewon’tbepickingthe

babyuptoday,thengothomeandstartedcooking

Ephraim’sfavouritefood,thenchangedintolingerie

andsatseductivelyatthediningtablewhenshe

heardhiscarpark.

Ephraimopenedthedoorandwalkedinholdinga

flowerbouquet.

EPHRAIM:(smiling)Damn…niiiiiice…andthefood

smellsnicetoo.

Shestoodupandcametokisshim.

Ephraimhandedherthebouquetwithacard.

SAPELO:Chocolateyesterday…flowerstoday.Who

areyouandwhathavedonewithmyhusband.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Newandimprovedbabe…



readthecard.

Sheopenedtheenvelopeandscreamedin

excitement.

SAPELO:OhmyGodbabe!Youboughttheland!Oh

myGodbabe,wheredidyougetthemoney,itsays

it’sfullypaidfor.

EPHRAIM:Bonuses.IguesstheCEOlikesme..Igot

awholeyear’sworthinbonuses!

SAPELO:Butit’sinmyname…Ephraim…

EPHRAIM:Becauseit’syoursbabe…Iwantyouto

haveeverythingyoudesire.Nowthatthat’soutif

theway…andItakeli’lmanisnothere…shallIget

whatIdesire?

Hepinnedhertothewall,kissingher...

SAPELO:(moaning)Babe…dinner…I…

EPHRAIM:Let’sstartwithdessert…

Hesaidasheopenedherfrontclaspbraand….

{EXPLICIT}

************



1yearlater….

************
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Sapelonervouslylookedatherselfinthemirror.

Sheworeanoffshoulderblackandsilverdress

thathuggedhercurvesnicely.

SAPELO:Babe,yousurethisisok?

EPHRAIM:Youareliterallygonnabethemost

beautifulwomaninthegarden…lookatyou!

SAPELO:Whatifpeopledon’tlikethegarden…Iam



sonervous…whatifsomethinggoeswrong…the

foodcouldbe…

EPHRAIM:Thatplaceisparadisebabe!Andthe

setupdemosforhowdifferentkindofpartiesand

picnicswilllookisjustbreathtaking.Everythingwill

befine.Hekissedherandlookedathimselfinthe

mirrorasshefixedhertie.

Astheywalkedouttotheircar,alittleskinnygirl

abouttwelveorthirteenstoodattheirgate.

HER:Dumelang…I’mlookingforapiecejob.

Sapelolookedatthekid,wonderingwhereshehad

seenherbefore.

EPHRAIM:Kidsthesedays,whatdoessheknow

aboutpiecejobs?Gatwetheystartdrugsearly.Go

home,kid.

HER:IswearIamnotondrugssir.Please.Ican

cleanandwashclothesanddoanything.Please,I

justneedalittlemoneytofeedmyfamily.My

motherjusthadababythreemonthsbackandshe

hasbeensicksince,shecan’tgowork…andmy

siblingsareeightandfour.Wehavenooneelse…



please.Ihaveknockedineveryhousehereand

theychasemeaway…inthevillagepeopledon’t

havepiecejobs.Please

Tearsrandownherfaceasshetoldherstory.

HER:Ma’am,please.Ifyoudon’thelpwewillgoto

bedhungryagain.

Sapeloopenedherpurseandhandedhereverything

shehadinit,thentookEphraim’s,walletandgave

herthemoneyfromit.

SAPELO:It’sP321altogether.Idon’thaveanypiece

job,buttakethisandgohome,it’slateand

dangerous..

HER:Thankyousomuchma’am.Thankyou.

Sheranoffhappily.

EPHRAIM:Whatifshewaslying?

SAPELO:Shewasn’t.Hereyestellthestoryofa

childwhohasknownsuffering.IwishIhadasked

whereshestayssoIcanatleastspeaktoasocial

workerabouther.

TheygotinthecaranddroveoffwithSapelostill



wonderingwhereshehadseenthekid.

***********

LetangwatchedasMasedigotdressed,herbump

biginthedressshewaswearing.

MASEDI:Babe,kanathatStokkestrollerisonsale…

itcomeswiththebassinetthingforwhenthebaby

isstillsmall,andacarseat.Sapelohasitfor

Aedirwe,andit’ssonice.Peoplealwaysstoptolook

atitwhenshepushesitaround.

LETANG:Isaidno,Masedi.Wearenotbuyinga

P30000strollerset.AndEphraimgotitasagift

fromhisbossKaediLedimowhenwethrewhima

daddyshower.Sapelowouldneverpayfor

somethingsoridiculouslypriced,importedandall.

Wehavetwostrollersplusthatdoubleone.

Penelopeisabiggirlnow,shewalksonherown,

doesn’tneedastroller.Youcanusethetwinonefor

Boycieandthebaby.

MASEDI:(sobbing)whyareyouyellingatme,Iwas

justasking.

LETANG:Hey,babe…don’tcry,ok.Iwasn’tyelling.



ComeonSedi…

Hepulledherintoahugandkissedher.

***********

BoitumelosatinOteng’scar,readingthepark

nameastheydroveon.

BOITUMELO:‘LushGardens’…it’sbreathtaking.

OTENG:Warekeyagamang?

BOITUMELO:Thisotherverysweetlady,marriedto

mybabydaddy’sbrother.Imetheraweekagoand

sheinvitedmetotheopening.I’msonervous…

OTENG:Aboutyourbabydaddy.

Shenoddedsadly.

ShehadnotcomebacktoFrancistownsinceshe

lastlefttostartuniversity…hadnotseenherbaby.

Butshehadbeengoingthroughsucharoughtime

mentallythatittookherthislongtogetherself

together.

Theywalkedintothepartyholdinghandsasmore

peoplearrived.



***********

Mirandaarrivedattheparkandwalkedovertothe

tablewheretheLedimobrotherssatwiththeir

wives.Afewmorepeoplefromthecompanyhad

come.Ephraimhadnotgivenhimaninvite,butshe

hadcomewithherfriendasaplusone.Shewanted

toseethedisasterthatbasiclookingwifeof

Ephraim’shadcookedup.

ForthepastyearEphraimhadgonetogreatlengths

toavoidher,sotheyhadhardlyeverhadtimealone.

AfterSapelomadeawelcomespeechandpeople

gotrefreshments,theywereallinvitedtotourthe

garden.

MiranawalkedaroundwithEphraimandother

colleaguesasSapeloapproachedthem.

SAPELO:Thankyousomuchforcomingyouguys.

Nicetomeetyouall.

CEO:OurpleasureMrsThebe…thisplaceisbreath

taking.IthinkweshouldhavetheannualLIDpicnic

here.Yes.We’lldoithere,Mira,communicatethat

toeventsplease.Theyareunderyourdepartment



akere.

MIRANDA:Idon’tthinkit’sthatgood…wecanfind

another.

CEO:No,Iwantthisone.Lockdownthedates.Plus

Iwilltalktothetrainingdepartment,theymaybe

lookingintosomethinglikethisforlongterm,they

havecontinualteambuildingevents.Andmyson

willbehomeforhis18th,myP.Awillcontactyou

aboutitMrsThebe.

SAPELO:(smilinghappily)myGod,thankyouso

much.Thankyou…justletusknowyourdatesand

yougotit.

Twootheremployeeswantedtobook,oneforher

son’sfifthbirthday,theotherforherwedding.

***********

LetangwalkedfromthetoiletswhenBoitumelo

approachedhim.

BOITUMELI:Hi

LETANG:Hey

Thestoodinawkwardsilenceforabit.



BOITUMELO:Kekopagotagotholangwana.

LETANG:Theoneyouabandoned?

BOITUMELO:Ididn’tabandonhim.Iwasinabad

spaceLetang.Iknowyoudon’tbelieveIwasraped,

but…

LETANG:Raped?What?When?

BOITUMELO:Mxim.Don’tactplease.Akereyou

saidIwasawhorethatsleptaroundwhenItoldyou

Iwasraped..Whetheryoubelievemeornotgago

resepe.Butitreallyshutteredme..Iactually

attemptedsuicidetwice.AfterwardsIwasscaredI

wasadangertohim…whatifIhurthim?Ikeptto

myselfwhileIfoughtmydepression.

LETANG:Youliterallynevertoldmeyouwereraped,

Boi…ohmyGod.Iamsosorry.Whendidthis

happen?SometimesPenelopeplayswithmyphone

maybeshedeletedthemessage.

BOITUMELO:Itwaslastyear.ThatnightIspentat

Kgosi’s.

LETANG:Hesentmeaphotoofyouwithsomeguy.



BOITUMELO:Idancedwiththatguyandhegota

littletootouchy,refusingtoletmego.Kgosicame

andpunchedhim,thentookmeaway.Heheldmy

drinkwhileIwenttofixmyselfinthetoilet.Icame

backandtookmydrink.ThelastthingIremember

wasdrinkingseatingwithhim.Iwokeupathis

housewithmyclothesallwringandIcouldfeelI

hadsex.Thedetectivewhohasbeenworkingon

thecasebelievesKgosirapedme,butthereno

proofasItooktwoweektoreport.NoDNA

evidence,norapedrugproof,andIdon’teven

rememberanything.AllIhadwasan‘IthinkIwas

raped’.Therapeitselfhitmehard,especiallythatin

thatmorningwhenIwokeupinthathouse,theone

personIneededtomakemefeelsafewhenIcalled,

somehowthecalledpickedupandIgotfirstclass

tickettoanaudioofyoufuckingtheeverlivingshit

outofmycousin…

Tearsfloweddownhercheeksasshespoke.

Letangreachedoutandbrushedthemaway.

LETANG:Boity…I’msosorry…



BOITUMELO:Iwasdevastated..Itriedtokillmyself,

butwhenIfoundoutyouweremarryingmycousin,

thenlearntthatthemanwhorapedmewasgonna

walkfree?Itdestroyedme.Setmebacktoground

zerowithmytherapy.IwassodepressedIgot

admittedtoaSbranaandhadtodropoffa

semesters.Ididn’tabandonmyson.(sobbing)I

didn’tabandonmyson.

Letangpulledherintoahug.Whenhespoke,his

voicebrokewithemotions.

LETANG:I’mgonnakillKgosi.IamsosorryBoity…

I’msosorry…

Heheldhertightlyandshecouldfeelhistearswet

hershoulder.

LETANG:Iamsosorry…Ihadnoidea…

Masediwalkedover.

MASEDI:Iseverythingok?

BOITUMELO:Bye,letmeknowwhenIcancometo

seemyson.

ShewalkedoffandfoundOteng.



MasedilookedatLetangwithredeyes.

LETANG:Ijust…shehasbeenthroughsomuch…I

just…excuseme.Ineedtogotothetoilet.

Hewalkedoffleavingherconfused.

MASEDI:Letang!Butyoujustcamefromthetoilet.

Letang!Letang!

***********

Aftertheparty,EphraimandSapelodrovehome

chattingexcitedlyayhowsuccessfulthepartywas.

Thegardenwasfullybookedforthenextfour

monthsalready.

SAPELO:OhmyGod!Istillcan’tbelievethat!Wow!

Itwentsowell.

EPHRAIM:YougottheMidastouch,myqueen.

Heparkedhiscarandcameover,blindfoldingher

andleadinghertothegarage.

SAPELO:(laughing)Andthen?

EPHRAIM:Iknowyouneedthetrucksforstock

andall,butbabe,youneedanactualcarthatisnot



forwork.

Hesaidasheremovedtheblindfoldandhandedher

thekey.

SAPELO:OhmyGod!OhmyGod,Eph,wherewillI

evendrivethis,whenIam.Notworkingkaditruck

youdrivemearoundorborrowmeyours…that’s

whyIgavemyfathermycar.

EPHRAIM:AndIthinkmyqueenshouldhaveacar,

justbecause…doypulikeit?

SAPELO:Areyoukidding!Iloveit!Butbabe…

EPHRAIM:Also,youarelookingattheCIOofLID

industry.

SAPELO:FirstofallwhatisevenaCIO

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Hei,mmaditapoleruri.Chief

InvestmentOfficer.Imanagethecompany’s

investmentsactivities.MrLedimoisreally

impressedIguess.ThepreviousCIOretired,andit

hadtakenhimtenyearstogetthere…hisnextin

linewasretiredtoobecauseMrLedimowantshis

ownteamoffreshminds,notoneheinheritedfrom



hislatedad.So,yup.Clevelbabe!

SAPELO:OhmyGod!Babe,I’msoproudofyou!

EPHRAIM:IoweitalltoyouSasa.I’dstillbea

seniormanagerlosingmymindwithoutyou.Come

on,takemeforaspininyournewmachine.

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff.Astheypassed

theirgate,Sapelorememberedthelittlegirlfrom

earlier,wonderingwhereshehadseenherbefore.

**********
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SapelowokeuptoEphraiminthekitchenwith

smokefillingtheroom.

EPHRAIM:Ouch,ouch,Ouch!Fuuuck!

Helookedsosexywearingjustboxershorts,his

welltonedchestbare,hisbicepsflexingnicelyas

hemovedabout.



HedroppedthepaninthesinkyowlingasSapelo

bentoverwithlaughter.

SAPELO:(laughing)Whatonearthareyoudoing?

EPHRAIM:Iwastryingtomakeyouashakshouka…

therecipehereinthispagesays…

SAPELO:(laughing)Looksmorelikeashak-

shouldn’t.Seatdownmylove,I’llmakeyousome

breakfastotlogeletsaGoogle.ThenafterwardsI

amdrivingyoutoworkonmynewcar.

Hepulledhercloserandkissedher.

EPHRAIM:Howdoesamanthislucky?Waitsenna

togakeagoikopelagontshabogadilabobedike

rennyaatheborraMmopigakealelebogasentle.

TherewasaknockatthedoorandEphraimsighed.

EPHRAIM:Thefuckdopeoplewantthisearly.

Seriously?

Hewenttoopentohisuncle.

EPHRAIM:Malome…

HIM:Heemonna,kegontshamogoyoneneosa



aparajaana.

Ephraimhadalwaysthoughthisunclewasa

previewofwhathislifewouldhaveendedlikeifhe

hadnotmetSapelo.Asfirstborn,themanhad

workedtheSouthAfricanmines,sendingback

almostallheearnedtohismotherandalcoholic

fathertotakecareofhissiblings.Becausehehad

somuchresponsibilities,henevermarrieduntilhe

wasretiredandcamebackhome,thendidoddjobs

tohelpraisehissisterschildrenuntilhewastooold

toworkandEphraimwasworkingandtookover.It

wasaviciouscircle.

TheoldmanhadcriedwhenbothEphraimand

Letangmarried,hehadtoldthemthatwasallhe

everwantedforthem.Tohavealifebetterthanhis.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Ao,malome.Youarehere

early.

MALOME:Icaughtthefirstcombi.Iwantedtotalk

toyou.YouknowIamnottoogoodwiththese

cellphonething.

EPHRAIM:Comeinuncle…



Sapelocamefromthebedroomchangedfromher

pajamasandwenttomaketea.

SAPELO:Malome…dumelang.

MALOME:Oh,ngwetsiyame!Youaretakinggood

careofthisboy,lookathim,heisnowstartingto

gainweight.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Thatissonotacompliment

malome!Idedicatemylifetothegym!

MALOME:(laughing)Okho,ononnemonna

tsamaelakoo.

HesatdownandthankedSapeloforthetea.

MALOME:Seatwithusmakoti.Ihavecometobeg

youtwototalktoLetangtoreconsider.Kana

mmagohasconvincedmogatsaLetangtotakeher

ategobaabotsetsi.Idon’tthinkIneedtooutline

whythatisabadidea.

EPHRAIM:Eish…

UNCLE:Yes,youknowhowyourmotheris.Withina

fewdayswhenthingsdon’tgoherway,shewill

startfightingLetang’swife,causingproblemsinhis



marriage.Nothingmademehappierthanseeing

youboysmarryandstartyourownlife,Iwasscared

youwillbetrappedhelpingathome.Akereyour

sisterschildrenbatshwanahelalemmagothey

don’twanttoinvolvethefathersjustlikeher,wena

mmekanarragokemohumi.Ija,oldmindtrailing

again.WhatIwantedtosayis,shewillruinLetang’s

marriage.Ithinkhejustgaveintohiswife,tellhim

it’sabadidea.

EPHRAIM:Iwilltalktohim.

MALOME:Oh,andMmaThapeloisexpectingand

shesaysthebaby’sfatheraccepted.Onthe

weekendyoutwolempatewithyourauntfrom

Seruleandherhusbandreisemahoko.Ibetternot

holdyourday.

Ephraimsmileathowtheoldmanalwaysinvolved

Sapelointhefamilythings,nevertreatingherlike

anoutsiderthewaytherestofhisfamilyexceptfor

LetangandMmaThapelodid.

SAPELO:Uncle,letmepacksomebunsIbaked

yesterdaysoyoucanjusthaveteaandnotcookfor



lunch.AndsomeotherfoodImadeandfroze.You

rememberhowthemicrowaveworksakere?

MALOME:(laughing)Hei,mogatsaEphraimbatho!

Nnahakelekgoajaakalona.Thosemicrowave

thingsIheardtheyexplode.Ijustwarmfoodinthe

stove,atleastthatoneI’mnotafraidtouse.

SAPELO:Iselectricitystillthere?

MALOME:Ee,akerennaitonlyworksforthefridge

andthelightandthatstove,unlesswhenyour

husband’sniecesandnephewscomeandtheywill

wasteit.Thankyoumychildren.

SAPELO:Iwillgodropyouoff.Thegirlwhocomes

toclean,doesshestillcomes?Ialreadypaidher,

shebettercome.

Shesaidasshewenttopacksomecookedfoodfor

him,shehadmeanttodropoffseveraltumblersof

cookedfrozenfoodlatersohewouldjustkeep

warmingitupandnothavetocook.

MALOME:Haleobonemosadi,myboy.Eseng

tjatjaragaeleyagaLesang.Lesang’swife,even

whenshetriestoacthumbleyoucanjustseethat



sheisjustlikemysister,that’swhytheygetonso

well.Thisoneisawoman.Youbetterholdontoher.

**************

Letangspentthewholedayatworkjustthinkingof

Boitumelo.OhGod,whatshemusthavebeen

through!

Andtohearthat…onthemorningshehadbeen

raped.God,he’dpromisedhertotakecareofher…

andallhedidwashurtandbetrayher.

Hesmiledthinkingofhergentlesmileandsoft

voice…seriouslywhatpossessedhimtobelieve

rumorsaboutherwhenheknewjusthowoutof

charactergoingtopartiesandflirtingwithmenwas

forher.Boitumelowasanerdandanintrovert.Her

funwasbooks,shespentallherfreetimewithher

nosetoherphonereadingthoseFacebookdiaries

orsomenovel.

Whenheknockedoff,hedrovetohermother’s

placeandcalledherwhenhewasoutside.

Shecameoutsideandhebeggedhertoseatwith

himinthecar.



LETANG:ComeonBoity,Iwon’tevendriveoff.Ijust

wanttotalk.

BOITUMELO:Ok…

LETANG:Boity,Iamsosorry.Abouteverything.

Aboutbelievingrubbishaboutyou…thatI

introducedyoutothemanwho…I’mgonnakillthat

bastard.AboutthewholeMasedithing…

BOITUMELO:It’sok,Ihaveforgiven.Ineededto

forgivetohealandmoveon.

LETANG:Pleasegivemeachancetoexplain.Iwas

angry.IloveyouBoity…thinkingofyoubetraying

melikethat…ithurtsomuch…Iwantedtohurtyou

back.SoIsleptwithyourcousin.IthoughtifI

ignoredyou,you’dcomebackbegging…butyou

alsoignoredme.

BOITUMELO:(tearingup)Iheardyoufuckmy

cousinLetang…Iwashurt…andIwasdealingwith

alot…

LETANG:Iknow…lackofcommunication,andour

egos…well,myegoandyourhurtgotintheway…

whenyoudidn’tcontactmeoroursonithurt.AndI



wentona‘gakerapelengwanyana’tip,andthat’s

whenIdecidedtomarryMasedi.IfIcouldnotbe

withthewomanIaminlovewith,atleasttheoneI

lovedwoulddo.I’mreallysorry….Ihadsomuch

hopeforus…Iamnotperfect,butforyouIwanted

tobebetter.Iwantedtomarryyouandbefaithfulto

you…haveourlittlehappilyeverafter.

Tearswelleddownhereyesasshestartedsobbing.

Hepulledhertohischestandhuggedher.

Therewasaknockatthewindow,andOtengstood

there.

BoitumelopulledawayfromLetangandgotoutof

thecar.

BOITUMELI:Hejustcametoapologies…Iswear

that’sall.

OTENG:Hey,it’sok.Youdon’thavetoexplain

anythingtome.Itrustyou.

LETANG:Sheistellingthetruth.Yougotagoodgirl.

Takecareofher.

OTENG:Sureman.



LETANG:ThanksforthechatBoity,letmeheadoff.

BOITUMELO:WhencanIseeBoycie?

LETANG:I’lldrophimofftomorrowevening.

************

AttheofficeEphraimsatintheconferenceroom

waitingasMirandawalkedin.

MIRANDA:Doyouknowwhatthisisabout?

Hejustshruggedandcontinuedlookingathis

phone.

MIRANDA:WhydoIgetafeelingyouhavebeen

avoidingme?

EPHRAIM:BecauseIhave…

MIRANDA:Idon’tunderstand…Ihelpedyour

motherandyougotmadatmeforit?Wewerefine

beforethat.

TheCEOwalkedin.

CEO:Heyguys,Iwillbebrief,Ihaveanother

meetingwithlowermanagement,Iamconfident

youguyscansortthedetailofthisoneonyourown.



IamsendingyoutwotoavineyardinFrance…they

areapotentialpartnerforourmarulawine.

Miranda,asCMO,Iwantyoutoseeandstudytheir

marketing,marketshare,andbrandpresence,do

theycommandenoughmarkettogiveourproduct

achance.Eph,Ineedyoutogothroughtheirbooks,

theyagreedtoopenthemtous.Seeifit’san

investmentwewant.Youknowthedrill,bein

contactwithWetshoandhisteamaboutthe

financesofthismerge,Los’peoplewillsetyouup

onstablevideocallsandshit.

EPHRAIM:Itsaystwoweeksinthedossier!You

can’tmakemegowithherfortwoweeks.

CEO:Ephraim,Ihavemyownwivesathome

bitchingwhenIgoontripswithpeopletheydon’t

like.Irefusetobeinvolvedinyourshitwithyour

wifeandmistress.

EPHRAIM:Sheisnotmymistress!

CEO:Mistress,exsidechick,whatever,Idon’tcare

man.Weallhaveajobtodo.Byenow.Igotanother

meeting,out.



Theylefttheboardroom.WithEphraimsulking

whileMirandasmiledfromeartoear.

MIRANDA:Ohwell,itsayswearetoleave

immediately.IwillgotalktoHRaboutthetrip

logistics!CityofLoveherewecome!

**************

Letangarrivedhomeandsatstaringintospaceas

Maseditriedtowashhishandsandbringdinner.

LETANG:I’mgood,I’mnothungry.Masedi,didyou

everdeleteansmsfrommyphone.Smsfrom

Boitumelospecifically?

MASEDI:Isn’tyourphonelockedalways?How

wouldIdeletethings?Neelesmsyaeng?

LETANG:Nevermind…tomorrowI’lltakeBoycieto

Boitumelo.

MASEDI:Howcouldyou!Sheabandonedhim!

LETANG:Sheishismother…andshedidn’t

abandonhim.Boitumelowasnotwell…I’m

suprisedyoudidn’tknow

MASEDI:HowwouldIknow,akerebothsheandher



momdon’ttalktome.Anyway,mmeismovingin

tomorrowasIamsonear…

LETANG:(sighing)Ifthat’swhatyouwant.

MASEDI:IneedsomeonetohelpmearoundLetang,

howwillItakecareofPenelopeandBoyciekele

motsetsi?

LETANG:Iwantedtohireyouamaid,yourefused.

MASEDI:Idon’twantamaid…alotofhomesgot

ruinedbymaid.

LETANG:Thenyourmother?

MASEDI:Sheisstillsulkingaboutthewholeyou

werewithBoitumelofirstthing.Akerebarapela

mmaBoitumelolikesheisGodjustbecausesheis

anurse.

Hesighedandwalkedoffoutsidetosmoke.

**************

ThenextdayBoitumelogotatextfromLetang.

‘heldupatoffice.Ifpossible,justgopickupBoycie

fromhome.I’vealreadytoldMasediyou’llcome.‘



Shebathedandcaughtataxitohisplace.

BoitumeloknockedinLetang’shome,andMasedi

cametoopen.

MASEDI:Yes?

BOITUMELO:LetangsaidIcancomepuckBoycie

up.

MASEDI:Nowthatotswagohetswakebannaba

Gaboroneandbagothobogile,youdecidedtocome

backformyhusband,andyouthinkwagomo

tsenakangwana?

BOITUMELO:Ijo…mma,canIhavemysonplease?

MASEDI:What’sgoingonbetweenyouandmy

husband?

BOITUMELO:IamnotyouMasedi.Idon’tsnatch

mycousin’sman.Mphangwanakemma.

MASEDI:What’sgoingonbetweenyouandmy

husband?Skabatlagonkgakgahalla.Iknowhewas

withyouyesterday.

BOITUMELO:Whyareyousoscared?Afraidhewill

knowyoudeletedmymessagewhenItoldhimI



wasraped,andrepliedwithanastyone?AndI

knowitwasyou.Don’tworry,Ididn’tdwellmuchon

thereply,soheisjustassumingPenelopedeleted

themessage.Ireallyjustwantmychild.

MASEDI:So,thatistherubbishyouweretellingmy

husband?ThatheweeIdeletedhismessages?Did

youfuckhim?Keagobotsa!

Sheproddedherontheforwheadwithafinger.

MASEDI:(proddingher)I’maskingyouthelebelete

kweena,tomorrowyouwillbesayingherapedyou

akere.TheyshouldhavelockedyouupinSbarana

foreversetsenwakweena.Sies,youthinkmy

husbandwillwantamentalpatient?

BOITUMELO:Stopproddingme,youarehurtingme.

IfIwantLetang,Icantakehim,mxim.

Masedislappedherhardacrosstheface.

MASEDI:Howdareyoucometosaysuchrubbishin

myhouse!Nxla

Shehitheragain,attackingherwithfistsas

Boitumelocoveredherfacefromtheattack.



BOITUMELO:Masedi,stopit!Idon’twannafight

you,youareheavilypregnant!Stop!

Sheduckedandmovedback,butMasedilost

balanceandsteppedononeofPenelope’stoys,

slidingdownandfallingonherbelly.

BOITUMELO:OhmyGod,Sedi!OhmyGod…are

youok…wehavetotakeyoutoahospital…

AtaxistoppedatthegateandmmaEphraimgot

outandwalkedinwithabag.Boitumeloranover

andstoppedthetaxi,instructinghimtocomein.

MMAEPHRAIM:OhModimowame.Sedi,youare

bleeding…OhGod,whathappened?

MASEDI:(sobbing)Shecametofightme,and

pushedmedownsayingIcan’thaveLetang’sbaby.

BOITUMELO:Sedi,that’snotwhathappenedatall,

I…

MmaEphraimsmackedBoitumelowithher

handbagrepeatedly.

MMAEPHRAIM:Moloi,youwanttokillmy

grandchild!Helpmegetherinthistaxiyouwitch.



Quickly!Ifanythinghappenstothebaby,youwill

explainittoLetang!Nxla!

BOITUMELO:(sobbing)IswearIdidn’tpushher…I

justwantedtostopherfromhittingme.

************
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Ephraimkissedhiswifeandtriedtocalmhis22

monthsoldsonwhowasscreamingupastorm,

wigglingoutofSapelo’shandandbanginghishead

againstthewalls,rollingonthefloorandthrowing

things.

God,sometimestheboywassuchahandful!

HisbosswhowasalsoflyingofftoNewYork

walkedovertothem.

CEO:Heok?

SAPELO:(strugglingwithawigglingandscreaming



Aedirwe)Heisfine,justdramatic…

CEO:Wethoughtmyboywasdramaticasababy

too.Quietestmostbehavedboyoneminute…

straightupmenacethenext…asateenagerhe

wastrouble,underagedrivinganddrinking,fights…

alsoschoolpresidentandbestperformingstudent…

heuhm…hehasissues.Thinksdeadpeopletalkto

him,evennowattwenty.Myfatherwasthesame…

notthedeadpeoplepart,butLedimocouldbea

goodlovingmanoneminute,andacoldblooded

animalthenext…sometimestheysayI’malittle

likethattoo,haha.WhatI’mtryingtosayis…

somethingistaintedinourblood…getyourson

checkedhemighthaveissuestoo.Oh,that’smy

flight.Safejourney…

EphraimandMiranda’sflightwascalledtoo.He

kissedSapeloagainandwalkedoffasAedirwe

threwabiggertantrum.

Mirandasighedastheysatdowntowaittheirflight.

MIRANDA:Phew!Icanimaginehowrelievedyou

mustbeforthistrip,togetawayfromallthat.



Havingtolivewiththathellchildwouldbeso

draining!

Shesaid,puttingherhandonhiskneeand

squeezingit.

EPHRAIM:(movingherhandoffhisknee)Don’t

evercallmychildahellchildagain.

MIRANDA:Likethebosssaid,heprobablyhas

issues.

EPHRAIM:Hedoesnothaveissues,andmylifeis

noneofyourbusiness.

Heputonhisheadsetsandleanedback,closinghis

eyes.

************

Letangranintothehospitalandmma-Ephraim

walkedovertohim.

MMAEPHRAIM:OhpoorSedi…ohmypoor

daughterinlaw,Ihopesheandthebabyareok.

Letangapproachedadoctorandaskedher.The

doctorwenttofindhimsomeonewhohadattended

toMasedi.



DR:Hi,MrThebe,yourwifesufferedasevere

placentaabruptionandlostalotofbloodonthe

wayhere…thatcausedalongtimeofrestricted

oxygentothebaby…

LETANG:Tellmemybabyisok…please…please!

DR:Wemanagedtosavethebaby,butheisinNICU.

Iwillbehonestwithyou,heislookingata

possibilityoflifelonghealthcomplicationsatbest.

Wearedoingthebestwecan,andrightnowallwe

candoiswaitandpray.Youcangoseeyourwife

now.

TheyweredirectedtoMasedi’sroom,andhefound

hersobbing.

MASEDI:WabonawenaLetangyoursidechick

triedtokillmychild,mxim!

LETANG:Whatsidechick?Areyouok?

MASEDI:Boitumeloshesaidtheonlythinginthe

wayofyoutwobeingtogetherwasmychild…then

shepushedme.

LETANG:What?



MMAEPHRAIM:Iwasthere,Iwitnessedit.Ebile

gatweosetsenomothoyoowalonashewasin

Sbrana.Sheisdangerous.Whatkindofperson

attacksaheavilypregnantwoman.Masedishould

reporther.

MASEDI:(sobbing)Theysaidmychildmaybe

disabled!IhadahealthybabyandBoitumelostole

himfromme,nowIwillbestuckwithsome

disabled…

LETANG:Masedi!Nomattertheoutcome,heisstill

ourchildandwewillloveandcareforhim.Letme

seeifIamallowedtogoseehim.

Whenthedoctorsaidhecouldgoseethebaby,

Masedirefusedtocomewithhim.

HewalkedintotheNICUunitlookingathisbabyso

small,lookingsofragilewithallthosetubes

connectedtohim.

Atearrandownhischeek.

LETANG:PleaseGod…please…heisjustababy…

pleasesavemybaby.



Aftervisitinghourwasover,Letangdrovehome

withmmaEphraimandthekids.

Helockedhimselfinthebedroomandbrokedown

cryingashethoughtofhislittlebaby.Eventuallyhe

washedhisfaceandcameouttothelivingroom.

Ashismotherwashedthekidsandputthemtobed,

therewasaknock.

HeopenedittoacryingBoitumelo.

Letangslappedherhard.

LEYANG:Youfuckingstupidbitch!AllItoldyou

wascomepickupmyson.Masediprobably

provokedyou,butwhatthefuckwhereyouthinking?

Pushingapregnantwoman?Youhurtmybaby…

andforthat,yourcrazyassisneverseeingBoycie

again!

BOITUMELO:(crying)Letangplease…IswearI

didn’t…

LETANG:Didn’twhat?Didn’tmeantokillmyson?

Well,youalmostdid,andnowhemaybebeaffected

forlife!Youareadanger,theyneedtolockyouup



again.

BOITUMELO:Iwantmyson…Ijust…Letang

please…youdon’tknowwhatshesaidontheway

tothehospital… shesaidIhurtherchild…nowshe

wasgoingtoreturnthefavor…Boycieisnotsafe

here.ShewillhurtmybabyLetang…she’ll…

LETANG:Thewomanwhoraisedhimfrombirth

whenyourmentalasszombiedoutandignoredhim?

Ranawayfromhim?Thewomanwhobeggedme

nottotakehimtoyou?Theonlymotherhehasever

known?Theonlypersonlikelytohurthimhereis

you,youhavealreadyhurtanotherchild

BOITUMELO:(crying)Ididn’thurthim!Ididn’teven

pushher,that’salie!IwantmysonLetang.

Shepushedpasthimandtaninside,grabbingat

hissonwhowasonmmaEphraim’slap.Asshe

triedtorunoutwithhim,sheknockedontothe

largesolidwoodcupboard,bumpingthebaby’s

headagainstitandthechildscreaming.

Letanggrabbedherbythebraidsandpulledher

backin,forciblytakinghissonawayandsoothing



him,handinghimtohismotherwhocalmedhimas

LetangdraggedBoitumelooutsideandstarted

beatingherup.

LETANG:Soyouwannadisableanotheroneofmy

kids,huh?

Hekickedandpunchedhertoapulp,takingoutall

hisstress,fearandfrustrationabouthisbabyin

NICUonher.

**************

EphraimandMirandaarrivedintheCharlesde

Gauleairportandtookancartothesmalltown

nearthevineyardtheywerevisiting.Theywalkedto

thehotelandMirandatalkedtoreceptionforabit

beforewalkingbacktoEphraim.

MIRANDA:OhmyGod,forsomereasonHRonly

bookedmyroom.Andit’sMardiGras…hotels

aroundtownarefullybooked.Theonlyavailable

onesareinParis,twohoursfromhere!

EPHRAIM:(sarcastic)Wow,whatasurprise.

MIRANDA:Iknow,right!It’sok,wecansharethe



room.

EPHRAIM:Fuckyou,Miranda,youdesperatebitch.

Hecussedashedraggedhisbaguptotheirshared

room.

Aftersettlinginhetookouthisphoneandcalled

Sapelo.

SAPELO:BonjourMonsieurThebe,arrivedalready?

EPHRAIM:Yup…andyoucan’tbelievewhatshit

thisdesperatetrickpulledoutofherbag.Booked

oneroom.Whensheknewthereisabigfestivaland

hotelswillbefullybooked.

SAPELO:Thatisactuallysopathetic,it’ssad…

thereisthrowingyourselfataman,andthenthere

ispullingaMiranda.Likereally?

EPHRAIM:IswearthefirstthingIamdoinginthe

morningisfindingaccommodation.Evenifitsina

boardinghostelorsomecheapchalet.OtherwiseI

willchokethefuckoutofher.

MIRANDA:(inthebackground)Mhhh,choking.Yes,

pleasedaddy..Oopsie…forgotIamsupposedto



beaquietlittlegirlwhileyoumakeherbelievethis

wasamistake.

SAPELO:Putmeonspeaker…

EPHRAIM:Sasa,don’tbotheryourself…

SAPELO:Put.Me.On.Speaker!

Hesighedandputheronspeaker.

SAPELO:SeriouslyMiranda.Yoursismentalillness

now.Themandoesn’twantyou.

MIRANDA:Whateverhelpsyousleepatnightsis…

SAPELO:Iswearnowallthatisleftisformetoput

handsonyousinceEphistoogentlemantohita

bitch.

MIRANDA:(laughing)Iknewtherewassomeghetto

trashinyou,youfatbitch…

Ephraimtoothephoneoffspeakerandwalkedout,

withMirandascreamingbehindhim.

MIRANDA:I’mgonnafuckhimgood,whileyoursilly

assisouttherebelievingheisjustsome

unfortunateguystuckwithawomanobsessed



abouthim.Youarestupidifyoubuythatshit,I

actuallydidn’tbelievehimwhenhesaiditwould

work.

Ephraimclosedthedooronherfaceandtalkedto

Sapeloinfromoftheroom

EPHRAIM:Babe..Pleasetellmeyoukowthatisnot

true.Sapelo,youknowIamscaredoflosingyouso

much…andIcan’tstandthatbitch,I…

SAPELO:Hey,calmdown.Iknowadesperatebitch

whenIhearone.I’mnotphased.

EPHRAIM:IswearthefirstthingI’mdoinginthe

morningisfindanysortofaccommodation,evenif

itssomeboardinghostel…

SAPELO:Hey…stop.Don’tstressyourself,I’mnot

stressing.AsmuchasIamworriedaboutyour

virtuewiththatskankinthesameroom,don’tlet

herinconvenienceyoulikethat.Itrustyoubabe.

Justputyournamearoundseveralhotelsandhope

aroomopens.AndalsothereisthisgirlIknow

calledLerothodiwhomarriedinFrance.Welost

contact,soIamnotsurewheresheis,butIwillfind



heronFacebookandaskherifsheisnearwhere

youareandcanofferyouaccommodation.

*************

ThenextmorningBoitylaidinherhospitalbedwith

Otengholdingandkissingherhand.

AfterLetanghadbeatherup,hehadleftherthere

anddroveoff.ShecalledOtengandhepickedher

up,bringinghertothehospital.

Hehadsatwithherthroughthestitchesshe

needed…throughtheevileyesthenursesgavehim

thinkinghewastheonewhodidthistoherasthey

obviouslyrefusedtobuythe‘attackedbythugs’

story.

OTENG:Idon’tunderstandwhyyouaren’tlayingan

assaultchargeonhimBoitylookatwhathedidto

you!

BOITUMELO:Letangisnotlikethat.Hewasscared

andfrustrated,hisbabyisinICU…

OTENG:Don’t!Don’tfuckingmakeexcusesforhim!

Letangwalkedinwithabouquetofflowersanda



cardwritten‘I’msorry’.

Helookedatherallbandagedandbruised,andhis

heartbroke.Nomatterwhatshedid,howcouldhe

dothistoher.

BOITUMELO:Whatthehelldoyouwant?Howdid

youevenknowI’mhere…

Otengturnedaroundandsawhis,immediately

punchinghimonthefaceandwentathimagain.

Letangpunchedbackandtheytumbleddown

punchingateachother.Nursesscreamedinpanic

asthingsfellover.

Securityraninandittooksimpeopletoseparate

thetwomenofequalstrength.

OTENG:Don’tletmecatchyou,asshole!I’mgonna

fuckyouupsobadyouwon’trecognizeyourown

face.

LETANG:Bringitonbitch…youthinkyouare

scaringanybody?

Theywereboththrownoutofthehospital,and

Boitumelolaidinherhospitalbedcrying.



************

Ephraimlaidinbedgoingthroughbusiness

documents.

Mirandacameoutoftheshowercompletelynaked

andsatatthedressingtable,continuingtodoher

nightlyfacialroutine.

EPHRAIM:ForfucksakeMiranda!Don’tyouhave

anydignity?

MIRANDA:(laughing)Ohgetofit,youhaveseen

menakedbefore!JustpretendIamnothere.

Sheputonherskimpypajamasandcameandlaid

onthebedbesidehim.

EPHRAIM:Forfucksake,Miranda!Jesus,have

someselfrespect!Nxla!

Hepulledablanketandapillow,layingdowninthe

floorangrilyasMirandalaughed.

*************
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ThemorningaftertalkingtoEphraimabouthimand

Mirandainthesameroom,Sapelowokeupvery

earlyanddroppedhersonathermother’splace,

thendroveofftoGaborone.Bythetimeshe

reached,itwasaround9AM,andshedrovestraight

totheEmbassytoapplyforatouristVISA.

Aftersubmittingeverything,shereceivedherVISA

thenextday,andimmediatelybookedaflight,

leavingGaboroneat4pm andcaughtaflightto

ParisatOR.TamboInternationalAirport.

**********

Aftertheirsecondmeeting,Ephraimwentabout

lookingforaroomagain,notbeingabletofindone.

Theyhadbeenhereforthreedaysnowandevery

dayhewasgettingmoreimpatientwithMiranda.

Oneofthesedayshewasgonnasnapandbeatthe

shitoutifher.

Hewenttothehotelpoolandsatdrinkingasthe

CEOcalled.



EPHRAIM:Boss…

CEO:Howisitgoing?

EPHRAIM:Sofarinteresting,Iamlookingtosee

more,beforeIdrawconclusion.Ihaveemailedyou

somethingssofar.

CEO:Goodman..AndareyouenjoyingFrance?

Whydidn’tyoubringthewife?Youhavethatnice

suiteandall.It’sacityofloveafterall.

EPHRAIM:Sapelorunsherownbusiness…she

can’tjustleave…

CEO:well,youarwinamood.Okoutwithit.What’s

buggingyou?

EPHRAIM:Howthefuckwasonlyoneroombooked

forus!Forreal!

CEO:What?Thatcan’tbe,HRwouldn’tdo

somethingsosilly.

EPHRAIM:Well,theydid.AndIamstuckinaroom

withthisderangedbitch.IswearI’mgonnakillher.

CEO:(laughing)aslongasshedoesherjobfirst.

Whatdidshedo?



EPHRAIM:Whatdidn’tshedo?Iamfilingforsexual

harassment.

CEO:(laughing)Seriously?Ascrawnyfivefootfive

onagooddaygirlsexuallyharassedyou?

EPHRAIM:It’snotfunny!

CEO:(laughing)Trustme,I’mnottheonlyone

whosegonnalaughatyouwhenyoutellyourwaah

waahstory.Thefuckyougonnaletsomeskinnygirl

bullyyou?I’mgonnatellyousomethingthat’s

gonnaoffendyou,Eph.

EPHRAIM:Thendon’ttellme.

CEO:(laughing)Nah,I’mgonna.Youneedit.The

problemwithyouEph,isthatyouaretoofucking

soft.Whateverishappeningsheknowsshecanget

awaywithitwhenitcometoyou.Like,forrealyou

wannawaahwaahtoHRaboutagirlhavingasilly

crushonyou?Manthefuckupanddraw

boundaries.

EPHRAIM:Kanayoudon’tunderstand….

CEO:No,thereisnothingtounderstand,whatever



ishappening,it’sbecauseshefeelslikeitcan

happen.EvenifIwasn’tCEO,doyouseeherpulling

thatshitonme?Lookman,Igottago.Myson’s

degreegraduationceremonyistomorrow.

HehungupandEphraimsighed.Healways

appreciatedhisboss’brutalhonesty.MrLedimo

wasafriendlytypeofCEOtothosewhoknewnotto

takeadvantage.Andtheyhadparticularly

developedasortoffriendshipespeciallysincehe

becameCIO,withMrLedimogivinghimadvice

sometimeevenonpersonalmatters,andtheycould

talktoeachotherinarelaxedway.

Hewentbackintheroomandlaidinbedreading.

Mirandacamefromthegymandgotintheshower,

thencamebacknakedandsatonthebedapplying

lotionwhenthedoorbellrang.Ephraimwentto

openandSapelopushedhiminwithakiss.

EPHRAIM:(smilinghappily)Babe?Wow…whatare

youdoinghere…nevermind…Iam.Sohappyto

seeyou.

MIRANDA:Ohmygod,whatthefuck!



Shesaidasshegrabbedatowelandcovered

herself.

SapelolaughedandpushedEphraimonthebed,

straddlinghimandkissinghimassheundidhis

zipper.

MIRANDA:OhmyGod,what’swrongwithyou?

SAPELO:Bitch,youdon’texisttome…

MIRANDA:GetoutofmyroombeforeIcall

security…

SAPELO:(laughing)Yourroom?Girl,isyoustupid?

Really?AbigcompanylikeLIDwouldbooktop

managementinthesameroom?Thatblunderjust

doesn’thappen,noHRpersonwouldrisktheirjob

likethat,Iamcertaintheycheckandrecheck

bookings.Oneofthebookedroomshastohave

beencancelled.Andsinceyoucan’tcancelaroom

that’snotonyourownname,Ibetyoucancelled

yours.

Mirandarolledhereyesandpickedupthephoneto

callreception.



Sapelograbbedthephonefromherandbangedthe

receiverdown,thengrabbedherbythehairand

draggedherout,lockingheroutoftheroom.

Shecamebacktobedstrippingontheway,

straddlingEphraim.

SAPELO:Well,nowthatItookoutthetrash…shall

wegetontolovin’,inthecityoflove?

Mirandabangedthedoorandyelledforthemto

openasshewasjustinatowel.

Ephraimjustlaughedandfocusedonhiswife….

**************

AfterBoitumelowasreleasedfromthehospital,she

arrivedhomewithsomematerial.

MOTHER:Ok,what’swiththewirerollsandropes

andall?Youbuildingachickencooporsomething?

BOITUMELO:Orsomething.Whenareyouleaving

foryourtrip,mother?

MOTHER:Readytogetridofmesofast?What

happenedtousprincessTutu?Weusedtobeso

closed.



BOITUMELO:UntilIstartedtoresembleyoualittle

toomuch…killerlooks,canstopamanonhistrack

withasmile…canmakeahollymansin…isn’t

whattheysay…itscaredyou,didn’titmama?

Remindedyouofhowyougotpregnantbyatwobit

goodfornothing.Youdidn’twantmetoturnoutlike

you,soyoupushedmeaway…ifwearen’tclose…

youwon’tbeaninfluenceonme…historywon’t

repeatitself…amIrightoramIright?

MOTHER:Tutu,itwasn’tlikethat…Ijust…

BOITUMELO:Well,youfailedmama.Igotpregnant

byatwobitpieceofshittoo…unlikeyou,I’mnot

gonnaonlyleaveaftermychildhasseenme

batteredandbleedingonthefloorthough.

MOTHER:Tutu,areyouok?Icancancelmytrip.

BOITUMELO:Ohno,mama.Please…dogo.Have

fun…youhavehadthistripplannedforayear.And

happybirthdaymama…

Afterhermothergotinthetaxiandleftforthe

airport,Boitumelotookoutherphoneandcalled

Letang.



LETANG:Boity..

BOITUMELO:Heybabe…Iknowyouaremarried

andall.ButIjustwanttotalkLetang.Youhurtme…

bothphysicallyandemotionally…youowemeat

leastachat.

LETANG:Ofcourse.Justtellmewhere.

BOITUMELO:Mymother’splacethisevening.I’ll

makeusdinner.Mymomisgoneforaweekon

holiday.

LETANG:I’llbethere…

***********

Boitumeloheardtheknockandwenttoopen.

Letanglookedatherandlickedhislips.Gosh,she

lookedsohot…oneofthosegirlsthatjustexuded

anundeniablesensualitywithoutevendoing

anything.

Sheopenedforhimandkissedhimonthecheek.

LETANG:Youshouldhavetoldmeit’sadressup

kindofthing…youlookstunning.



BOITUMELO:(smiling)Youlikeit?It’sgreen…green

isthecolorofprayingmantis…Ilikeprayingmantis.

Sheworealittlegreensilkdressthatwasmore

lingeriethandressreally,thesoftmaterialgliding

overhersoft,smoothspringlikeaspringbreeze.

Helickedhislipsagainlookingather.

BOITUMELO:Youseemthirsty….Havesomewine…

Shehandedhimaglassandwatchedhimdrink.

***************

Mirandasatinfrontoftheroomtiredafteralmost

bangingthedoortonovailandhavingtolistento

EphraimandSapelofucking.Finallythedoor

openedandtheycameoutfreshlyshowered.As

shetriedtogetinside,Sapelopulledherback.

SAPELO:Noyoudon’t!Thisisourprivatespace!

MIRANDA:Mxim,moveyourfatass.Iamona

towelIneedtogetdressed.

SAPELO:Notinmyroomyoudon’t.

MIRANDA:Gatwemyroom..



SAPELO:Myhusband…what’shis?Allmine.

MirandatriedtopushpastherandSapelograbbed

herbythehairanddraggedherout,Miranda’stowel

falling.

EPHRAIM:Babe,maybeweshouldlether...

SAPELO:Youstaythefuckoutifthis,youfailedto

setboundariesforthisbitch.Miranda,don’tfucking

slapme!Mirandawee,wampolaa,don’thitme,ke

togakegobetsakana,don’tscratchme.

AsMirandacontinuedtokickandscratchher,

Sapelodraggedherbackintheroomandlocked

Ephraimoutside,thenslappedMiranda,pushingher

onthefloorandputtingatoweloverMiranda’s

mouthtomuffleherscreams,thensatontopofher

andpummeledherwithslaps.

SAPELO:ItoldyousoonIwasgonnaputhandson

youakere(slap)Itoldyouakere(slap,slap)

Miranda,kerileketaagobetsa(punch)youtake

advantageofmyhusband’sgoodnature,(punch,

punch)onthogamodiphonecallingmeafat

bitch…(slap,slap,slap)



Shefinallygotoffher,stillfumingasshekickedher.

SAPELO:Youareadisgracetowomen.Howcan

youthrowyourselfatamarriedmanlikethat

withoutevenanounceofshame.Nxla!

Shewentovertothemirrorandfixedherself.

SAPELO:Wearegoingtodinner,youbetterfinda

room.WhilewearegonebecauseotherwiseI’m

gonnatossyourscrewyassoutthewindowifIfind

youhere.Andincaseyougetsomesmartideas

aboutgoingtothepolice?Bitch,youattackedmy

husbandandIinOURroom..Wedefended

ourselves.Youlose.

Shere-appliedherlipstickandfixedherhair,then

openedthedoorandcloseditbehindherwitha

smileandtookEphraim’shand.

SAPELO:Shallweexplorethecityoflove,husband?

EPHRAIM:Issheok?

SAPELO:Whocares…

EPHRAIM:Sasa,Icouldgetintroubleatworkfor

this.



SAPELO:Becausethatbitchisgonnareportthat

shecancelledherroomsoshecantrytosleepwith

hermarriedcolleague?Let’sgofindsomeFrench

foodbabe,I’mstarving.

***********

Letangwipedhismouthafterhefinishedhismeal.

LETANG:Damngirl,thatwasdelicious.Iateso

muchebileIamfeelingsleepy.

BOITUMELO:(laughing)LeastitthoughtIamsome

chef,thisisliterallytheonlydishIcancook.More

wine?

Sheaskedasshepouredhimanotherglass.

LETANG:Well,youdoitwell.

Hereachedacrossthetableandcaressedher

cheek.

LETANG:Babe,I’msosorry…abouteverything,but

mostimportantlyabouteverlayingmyhandson

you.Iwassoscaredandfrustrated.Iwanted

someonetoblame,andItookitoutonyou.Ifeel

reallyterrible.GoshIfeelsosleepy…butforreal



baby…I’msorry.

BOITUMELO:Meh…whathappened,happened..All

wecandofromhereonismoveon

Hisheadkeptlollingbackandfourth,hittingthe

diningtableashiseyescloseddespitehimtryingto

fightsleep.

LETANG:(groggy)Boity…what’sgoingon?

BOITUMELO:(smiling)shhhhh….didyouknowthat

femaleprayingmantisbitethemale’sheadoff

aftermating…Imean,allthepoorniggadonewas

fuckher…imagineifhe’dbeatherup…whatshe’d

do…shhh…justsleep,it’sok.Iloveyou…

Helookedupthroughhisheavylidandwatchedher

draghimtoabeamthatseparatedthelivingroom

andthekitchenintheopenplanhome.Shesathim

againstthebeamandpulledhishandstotheback,

handcuffinghimtothebeam,thenshackledhis

legstoo.Hewassogroggyhecouldn’tevenscream

ashewatchedherstrutbackfrombedroominher

impossiblyhighgreenheelsandhergreenlingerie

dress,agreenbaseballbatonhershoulder



BOITUMELO:(Smiling)Tellmebabe…whydoyou

thinkI’myourplayground?

LETANG:(Weakly)babe…please…please…

BOITUMELO:Soyoufindsomenaïvelittlegirl…you

getmepregnant…thencheatonme.Yes,Iknew

youwerecheatingwhileIwaspregnant.Iusedto

findallsortsofwaystoexplainittomyself,howit

wasmyfaultyouwerecheatingonme.Anyway,

that’sstrikeone.Youintroducemetoarapist,and

thenscornmeafterhedrugsrapesme?

LETANG:(weak)Babe…Ididn’tknow..Ididn’t…

BOUTIMELO:Shutup!Anyway,whenItrytorunto

theonepersonwhowassupposedtocomfortmein

suchatragictimeofmylife?Ifindyoufuckingmy

cousin.Mycousin!Striketwo!Andthenyouhave

thenervtobeatmewhenallIwantedwasmyson?

Youareoutofcountsboy,strikethree.Youpay!

AndIdon’ttrustthejusticesystem,theyalready

failedme,letarapistwalk.Iamsuretheywilleven

congratulateforbattery.Soyoupaymyway.Tell

me,whydoyoutakemeforafool?Answersme!



Shehithimhardontheshinbonewiththebaseball

batandlaughedasheweaklycriedoutinpain.

BOITUMELO:Answerme!Ohwell…wehavea

wholeweekbabe.You’llanswerme…

**************
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EphraimandSapelofoundarestaurantandsat

downeatingtolightbanter.Thenthentookastroll

handinhandbeforereturningtotheirhotel.

Mirandawasstillintheroom,inbed,nowdressed

though.

SAPELO:Seriously?Youarestillhere?

MIRANDA:Wheredoyouwantmetogo,thereare

norooms,I’vebeencallingaround.

SAPELO:Notmyproblem,youshouldhavethought

aboutthatbeforeyoucancelledyourroom.Out!



MIRANDA:WheredoyouwantmetogoSapelo.

SAPELO:Iseeyouneedhelpagain.

ShestartedtodragheroutbutEphraimstopped

them.

EPHRAIM:Babe…Iknowshewaswrongindoing

whatshedidandshedeserveeverythingsheis

getting.Butit’slate…inaracistforeignland.

SAPELO:Andit’smyproblemhow?

EPHRAIM:Youwantawomanouttherealoneat

thistime,withoutaccomodation?

SAPELO:Jaanongwhatdoyouexpecttohappen

Ephraim?Redirajang,regotsenyehagarere

robale?

EPHRAIM:Shecansleeponthefloor…

SAPELO:No!Shebroughtthisonherself.Outshe

goes.

EPHRAIM:Youarebeingunnecessarilycruel

Sapelo…Idon’tlikeMirandaanymorethanyoudo,

butcomeon…



SAPELO:(yelling)I.don’t.care!Sheleaves.Now!

EPHRAIM:I’msorry,butthatisnotgonnahappen.

MirandalookedatSapelowithasmugsmile.

SAPELO:YouknowwhatEphraim?Fine..Ifshe

stays,Iwillleave,salalenyatsiyagago.

EPHRAIM:Nowyouarejustbeingdramatic.Doyou

wanttheguiltythatwillcomeifsheturnsupkilled

somewhere?

Shejustpickedherbagandwalkedoff,pullingher

handawayfromEphraimashetriedtoholdher.

SAPELO:LeavemealongEphraim.Youmadea

choice!Mxim.Amatsapaameamogolocomingall

thewayhere.Pardonmeforbargingintoyour

honeymoon!

Shecheckedherphoneagainandherfriendhad

sentaWhatsAppmessagesayingacarwaspicking

herupinfrontofthehotel.

EPHRAIM:Sapelostop,forfucksake!Doyouthink

thisisbeingmatureandreasonablerightnow?Huh?

Whereareyougoing?



Shesawthecarandgotin.Ephraimheldthedoor

andalsogotin.

EPHRAIM:Fine,ifyouareleaving,wearegoing

together.

Hegotinthecarandthedriverdroveoff,taking

themtoSapelo’sfriend.

************

BoitumelowalkedaroundLetang,holdingher

baseballbat.

BOITUMELO:TellmeLetang,didyouthinkofwhat

youdidtomeafteryoubeatmeupandleftmehalf

dead?Didyou?Huh?WasIthatofnosignificance

toyouthatyoudidn’teventhinkmaybeIwasstill

aliveandneededmedicalhelp?

Shehithimhardacrossthelegs,thenontheback…

thenontheback

BOITUMELO:Whenyouwerefuckingmycousin?

Didyoueverthinkabouthowyouwerebreakingmy

heart?

Tearswelleddownhereyesasshecompletelylost



itandwenthamonhim,beatinghimalloverwith

thebaseballbat.

**************

Sapelogotoutofthecarandherfriendwas

waitingoutside.

Thehuggedhappily.

HER:OhmyGodSasa,ithasbeenaminute!Come

in,comeinmeetmyfamily…ohh,thismustbe

Ephraim.Hello.

SAPELO:Don’ttalktohim,heisn’twithme….

EPHRAIM:Oh,sheisjustcrazyandunreasonable…

nicetomeetyou,ma'am.Youhavealovelyhome.

Her:(laughing)Nicetomeetyoutoo,personwho

isn’twithmyfriend.Sasadarling,comein,Ihada

roomfixedforyou.

Ephraimfollowedthemintothebedroom.Sapelo

shutthedooronhisface.

Theirhostlaughedandfixedhimtheroomnextto

Sapelo’s.



Aftertheirhostwentofftoherbedroomasitwas

lateEphraimstoodatSapelo’sdoorknocking

gently.

EPHRAIM:Babepleasedon’tdothis…please

SAPELO:Youseewhyshethinksshecandoshit

likethisEphraim?Yousee?Youtotally

embarrassedmeinfrontofher!Howwillsheeven

respectmeasyourwife?

EPHRAIM:Youwantedtothrowheroutonthe

streetsatnightSapelo…isthishowwesolveour

problems?Bypushingtheotheraway?Let’stalk,

please,mylove…please…don’twedeservebetter

thanthis?

Heheardasigh,andafewsecondslaterthedoor

wasopenedandhewalkedin.

************

Masedilaidonthehospitalbedwonderingwhere

Letangwas,mmaEphraimhadsaidhehadnot

comehomelastnight,andhewasstillnothome

now.Didn’tcometoseehereither.



Shetriedhisnumberagain.Itwasoff.Hisfriend

saidhehadnotshowupforwork…hedidn’tgoto

hismom’splaceandLibbysaidtherewasnooneat

Ephraim’splace,Sasahadgonetosurprisehimin

France.

ShetextedBoitumelo.

‘tellmyhusbandtogohome,youshamelessslut.

Heismarried!Iknowheiswithyou.'

Boitumelorepliedafewmomentslater.

‘NohunI’matmybae’s.’

ThenapictureofherwithOtengwasattached.

‘ButthenagainLetangisacheapwhoreincapable

ofmonogamy.Checkapoolofhiswhores…heis

probablythere.

***********

Inthemorning,evenaftertalking,Ephraimcould

seeSapelowasstillsulking.

EPHRAIM:Babe,I’mgonnaheadtothehotelto

changeclothesandgotomymeeting,thenI’llcome

rightback,andwewilldrivetoParisandexplore,



yourfriend’shusbandsaidIcouldborrowhiscar.

SAPELO:Whatever…

EPHRAIM:Sasa…

Shepickeduphercoffeemugandwalkedouttothe

balcony.

Ephraimcameoverandkissedherneck,themwent

offtohistaxi.

Whenhegottothehotel,Mirandawasalready

dressesandreadyforwork.

MIRANDA:(smilingathim)Thanksforhavingmy

backlastnight..it’ssonicetoknowyoucare.

EPHRAIM:Don’tyoufuckingstart…don’t!Getthe

fuckoutandletmegetdresses.Youbetterhave

foundaroom.MirandaIamnotgonnatellyou

again,fuckoff.Iamnotinthemood.

MIRANDA:Whowouldbe,marriedtothatawful

witch…youpoorthing.

EPHRAIM:Miranda!Out,now!

Hisvoicethundered,startlingherbeforehepushed



heroutandlockedthedoor.

Hequicklygotdressedandfoundherwaitingat

theirrentedcartogotothevineyard.

Aftertheyweredonewithwork,Ephraim

immediatelytookataxitotheirnewlodging.

HestoodinthebalconylisteninginasSapelo

talkedtoherfriend.

SAPELO:(sobbing)IjustfeellikeIalwayshaveto

competewitheverythinginhislifeatalltimessis

Letty…Ephraimnevermakesmepriority,nkareIam

theonealwaysfightingforus.

HER:Babygirl,Iamsureit’snotlikethat…from

whatyousay,hesoundslikehelovesyou.

SAPELO:Yeawell,islovesupposedtohurt?And

yesterdayIfeltsohumiliatedwhenhejustbasically

toldmethatmyopiniondoesn’tmatter,hehad

decidedthewomanthrowingherselfathehimwas

tostaywithus.HadyounotbeenhereIwouldhave

beenforcedtospendthenightwiththatwoman…

Shesobbedandtheotherwomanhandedher



anothertissue.

SAPELO:IamtiredofbeingstrongsisLerothodi,I

amsotired…IthinkoursonmayhaveADHDor

something,heissodifficulttohandlethatIbreak

downseveraltimesadaywhiletakingcareofhim

nowadays…andEphraimdoesn’tevennoticethatI

amnotok…hegetstohaveonlythefunpartsof

playingwithhimbecausehalfhislifeheisatthat

damnoffice…sometimesIgetinsecure…Iwonder

ifheisreallyworking.ButIwon’tevenallowmyself

tovoicethosethoughtsout.AndontopofthatI

thinkIampregnantagain…andIamterrifiedof

givingbirthtoanotherdifficultchildlikeAedirwe…I

amjustsooverwhelmed…Ithoughtthisincidental

tripherecouldbealittlerefresher…butit’sall

ruinednow…howcouldheembarrassmelikethat

infrontofher?I’mjustsotired…

Shebrokedowncryingasherfriendhuggedher.

SAPELO:(crying)Iamtired…I’mjustsotired,

betweenmybusinessesandhisneverending

familydrama,andAedirweandalwayssomeshit

withhissidewhatever’s…Iamsuffocating…andI



don’tevenknowhowtohelpmyselfbecauseIam

supposedtobethisstrongsuperwoman…howcan

henotseeI’mnotok?

Ephraimwalkedontothebalconyandhuggedher

asshecried.Thefriendleftthemaloneinthe

balcony.

EPHRAIM:Ihatethatthishasbecomemytheme

songnow...butIamsosorrybabe…Ididn’trealizeI

wasoffendingyouyesterday.Ididn’trealizehow

hardyouwerehavingit.Ihavebeenjustso

wrappedupinmyworkthatIforgotmynumberone

priority…you.

*************

Bythefourthday,withnotraceofLetanganywhere,

mmaEphraimwalkedintothepolicestationwith

hernephew.

HIM:We’dliketofileamissingpersonreport…Mr

LesangThebe.Noonehasseenhiminthelastfour

days,hisphoneisoff…

OFFICER:Maybeoilemosading?



HIM:Hiswifejustgavebirth,sheisinthehospital.

Letangwouldwanttobebyherside…hisnewborn

isinICU,thereisnowayLetangwouldgofourdays

withoutcheckingonhim…mycousinloveshis

childrenlikethat…

Theyfiledareportandwenthome.

************

BoitumelolaidonthesofahummingtoTaylor

Swift’s‘LookWhatYouMadeMeDo’,asshewent

throughFacebook.

ShesawamissingpersonaboutLetangand

laughed.

Shelookedathim,satisfiedwithherhandywork.

Hislefteyewascompletelyswollenshut,visible

bruisesalloverhisface,hislipbadlyswollen….A

gashontheshoulderthatlookedprettynasty…and

shewassureatleastoneofhislegswasbroken.

BOITUMELO:Lookbabe,theyarelookingforyou…

LETANG:Boitumeloplease…please…youneed

help…



BOITUMELO:OfcourseIneedhelp,youpieceof

shit.Youseehowbatteredandbrokenyouareright

now?That’showIfeel.Andyoudidthat.

LETANG:So,what’stheplan…youaregonnakill

me?

BOITUMELO:WhywouldIdothat?Youdidn’tkill

me,youjusthurtmerealbad.AndIwantedyouto

feelittoo.

LETANG:Ido…Ihave…Boity,yougottatakemeto

thehospital,Ithinkmywoundisinfected…ifIdon’t

getmedicalhelp…Icoulddie…thenyou’llgotojail

andBoyciewon’thaveanyparents…

Sheputonsomebrassknucklesandpunchedhim

hardontheface.

BOITUMELO:Shutup!Isaidkeepmyson’sname

outofyourmouth!

LETANG:Rememberwhenhewasborn…Iwasso

terrified

Shehithimwiththebatagain

BOITUMELO:Shutup!



Boitumelo’sneighborheardthatscreamagain,even

withmusiccoveringitup.Someonewasdefinitely

notjustbeingbeaten,buttorturedinthathouse.

Firstshehadthoughtitwerejustkidsplaying…but

now...didmmaBoitumelohaveanewmanwho

wasabusivemaybe?

Noneofherbusiness.

Wasn’tmmaBoitumeloevengoneforholiday?

MaybeBoitumelo'sboyfriend….

SheshruggedandwentintoFacebook…seeinga

postforamissingperson…

ThatwasthatgirlMasedi’shusband…wait,didn’t

sheseehimparkintommaBoitumelo’syardafew

daysback?

Hiscarwasnottherenow…butithadtobehim.

Herhandsshookasshecalledthepolice.

HER:,Yea…IthinkIhaveinformationonamissing

person…LetangThebe.Ijustsawaposton

Facebook…yea…Ithinkheisholdingagirlhostage

andtorturingher…ok…yes,I’llgiveyouthe



address…pleasehurry.Ithasbeengoingonfor

daysnow.Icanonlyimaginewhathedidtothe

poorgirl.

**************

BoitumelowasabouttofeedLetanghisevening

mealwhenthedoorwasburstopenandpoliceran

in.

BOITUMELI:Shit!

OFFICER:Whatthefuck?What…ohGod!Stand

whereyouareandnosuddenmovements,ma’am,

don’tmakemeshootyou.

OneofficerranoverandcuffedBoitumelo.

OFFICER:Lookslikewegotthisallwrong,lookat

thisguy…helookslikeheisrottingalive…whereis

theambulance?

Letangweaklytriedtospeakastheypushed

Boitumelotothecarincuffs.

LETANG:(inaudible)sheneeds…sheneedsa

doctor…notcuffs…

OFFICER:Huh…



LETANG:doctor…

OFFICER:Yeabuddy,doctorwillseeyousoon,

thereisanambulance.

Hetriedtospeakagain,buthewastooweak…he

desperatelypointedtowardsBoi,butthewerenot

understandinghim.Atearrandownhischeekas

Boitumelolookedbackathimonelasttimebefore

anofficerpushedherintothecarandLetang

passedout.

***********
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IthadbeentwoweekssinceLetangwasadmitted

intothehospital,andhehadonlystartedtobe

strongenoughtoseatupandspeakwellafewdays

back.

Helaidonthebedwithhislegonacast.Hisbrother

satbesidehimveryangryasLetangrefusedtotalk



tothepolice.

EPHRAIM:SeriouslyLets,whythefuckaren’tyou

talkingtothepolice!Thatbitchalmostkilledyou!

LETANG:Kanayourproblemisthatyoupeopleare

tryingtotellmewhathappenedwhenonlyIwas

there.ThetruthisIhavebeenhavinganaffairwith

her,andweareintosomekinkyshit,that’swhyshe

hadtheropeandcuffsandall.Butsheisnot

mentallyhealthy,youhavealreadyconfirmedshe

hasbeenadmittedtoSbranabefore,sowhilewe

wereatourthing,shegotatriggerandhermental

healthstarteddeterioratingandshetookittoofar…

POLICE:Soyouaresayingtherewasnointentto

harm…thoseropesandhandcuffswerenever

meantforharm?

LETANG:(laughing)Nope…onlysomesweet,sweet,

loving.Gotanymorequestionsformeofficers?I’m

kindatiredandwouldliketorest.

OFFICER:Thebaseballbat?

LETANG:Boitywenttoprivateschoolwhenshe

wasyoung.Theyhadbaseball,sheplays.



OFFICER:MrThebe.Youareinthemilitary.Iam

sureyouknowthatlyingtopoliceofficersand

withholdinginformationisacrime.

EPHRAIM:Letang!ForGod’ssake!

LETANG:Acrimeistryingtoforcesomeonetogive

incorrectinformation.Youarecoachingmetogive

misleadinginformationagainstaninnocent,

mentallyunstabletwentyyearoldgirl.Shameon

you.Thereisnocasehere.Getthefuckoutofhere

andletmerest.

Thepolicegaveacollectivesighandleft.

EPHRAIM:IswearIcouldpunchyourightnow!

LETANG:Youaresofunny.Osurekastorysese

diragetsengwhenyouwerenoteveninthecountry!

GiveitarestEph.Iamalright.Haveyouheard

anythingabouther?Whereisshe?Howisshe

doing?

EPHRAIM:Fuckyou.Andfuckthatmentalbitch,

shecouldrotinhellforallIcare,shetriedtokillmy

babybrother.



LETANG:Eph,please…canyoujust…

EPHRAIM:No.

Hewasdesperatelytryingtogetanyinformation

aboutBoitumeloandnoonewastellinghim

anything.Hesighedinfrustration.God,shemust

besoscared.

************

Masedisatinherbedcrying.Letanghadlookedso

badandsoswollenupitbrokeherheart.Thatnow

hewasprotectingthatcrazycousinofhersmade

Masedisoangry,Boitumeloshouldbechargedwith

attemptedmurderorsomething.

Boyciewalkedinandtrottedtothecotwherethe

newbornslept.

Hereachedinsidetotryandtouchhisbabybrother.

Masediangrilythrewastuffedtoyandhim,

knockingthelittletottotheground.

MASEDI:Whatareyoudoing!Nxla!

WhenhestartedcryingMasediwentovertohim

andstartedbeatinghimwithaflipflop.



MASEDI:(beatinghim)Youarewakingthebaby,

youarewakingthebabyyoustupidlittleshit!You

shouldgobacktoyourmentallyinsanemother!

Thatherbabyhadamentallydisabilitybecauseof

Boitumelo,whileshegottohaveaperfectlyhealthy

babymadehersoangry.

Shebeatupthelittleoneyearold,thenpushedhim

outoftheroombeforemmaEphraimcamein.

Theoldladyraninfromhangingthebaby’slaundry

outside.

MMAEPHRAIM:Whathappened?DiBoyswame?

What’swrong?Didyoufall?

MASEDI:Iheardathud,hemusthavefallen.Iwas

justabouttocomegethim.Ohmypoorbaby!

MMAEPHRAIM:Goliedownmygirl,Csectionga

gobatentseotsamaatsamaathata,Igothim.

Heardanynewsaboutthewitchwhotriedtokillmy

son?

MMAEPHRAIM:Sheisstillpretendingtobemental

toavoidjail,gatwesheisinNuangabgwe,theyhave



asmallfacilitythere,shewillbetransferredto

Sbranasoon.Butapoliceofficertoldmethatshe

willstillhavetofacechargesiftheycanprovethat

shewasintherightmentalframewhenshebought

allthosethingssheused,andhadintendedtoharm

him.Bareiftheycanprovethat,thenshewould

facetrialwhensheisdeemedsoundofmind.

*************

Ephraimgotbacktotheofficeforthefirsttime

sincetheirtrip.Whenhegothome,hehadtakenoff

somepersonaltimetodealwiththewholeLetang

thing.

Justashesatdown,Mirandawalkedintohisoffice

andsatatthecornerofhistable.

EPHRAIM:I’mreallynotinthemood,Miranda.And

don’tmistakemelettingyoustayinmyhotelroom

inFranceasanyformoffavourtoyou.Iwasbeing

humane.

MIRANDA:(laughing)Ilikedhowyoucheckedthat

bitchthough.Youwereall‘fallinlinebitch’.She

gottaknowsheisjustawife.Stupidassfatbitch.



Shehadnotevenseentheslapcoming.Itsenther

staggeringback,hottearsprickinghereyesfrom

theimpact.

Sherubbedhercheek,stillshocked.

EPHRAIM:Youevertalkshitlikethataboutmywife

again,I’llbeattheshitoutofyou.Ontwaetswa

keengkanteMiranda?

MIRANDA:Ican’tbelieveyouhitme!

EPHRAIM:NexttimeIwillactuallyfuckingbeatyou

up!Bitcheslikeyoudon’tknowhowtoappreciate

someoneactuallytryingtobeacivilhuman,huh?

Yougetinmypersonallifeagain,Miranda,trustme,

youaregonnaregretit.Nowfuckoff.

MIRANDA:I’mgonnareportthistoHR.

EPHRAIM:Whydon’tyourunalong?

MIRANDA:Youthinkjustbecauseyouareallbuddy

biddywithKaedi,youareexemptfrom…

EPHRAIM:I’mgivingyoufivesecondstobeoutof

here.

MIRANDA:Youungratefullittleshit!Imadeyou.



You’dstillbejustamanagerhadInotinsistedyou

comeonthatHayesaccountwithme.

EPHRAIM:Threecheersforyou.Hiphiphooray.

Wheredoyouwantthecookiesent?Isaidgetout!

Hestoodupandadvancedtowardsher…Miranda

ranofffromhisofficestillrubbinghercheek.

************

AweeklaterLetangwasreleasedfromthehospital.

Ephraimcametopickhimup.Astheywalkedout

theysawmmaBoitumeloonduty.

LETANG:Dumelang…

MMABOITUMELO:Mxim…

LETANG:Please…canyoutellmewhereBoityis?

MMABOITUMELO:Youstayawayfrommy

daughter!Youstayawayfromher,youdidthisto

her…rightnowmybabycouldgotoprison…

LETANG:Sheisnotgoingtoprison!Boitumelo

needsmentalhealthhelp…please.Weallknow

governmentfacilitiesdon’treallydomuch.Afew



monthsbackIreadaboutaprivatementalhealth

ranchthathadrecentlyopened.

MMABOITUMELO:YouthinkIhaven’tconsidered

that?It’sP18000permonth!Idon’thavethatkind

ofmoney,theyaregonnasendmybabytoSbrana

again,andthatplacedoesnothingforpatients!

LETANG:I’llpay…

EPHRAIM:Excuseyou?

LETANG:ItradeForexandminebitcoinandother

cryptocurrencies.Ieasilymakemorethanthatina

monthwithouteventouchingmysalaryorsavings.

Pleasema’am,justgivemehermedicalrecordsand

Iwillgostraighttothatranchandgetheraplace

there.

MMABOITUMELO:Really?It’srunbyDrLiam,heis

brilliant..Heevenhasfeaturesoninternational

journals.OhmyGod,you’ddothatformybaby…

aftereverything?

EPGRAIM:Exactly!Shetriedtokillyou!

LETANG:Caneveryonejustfuckingstopsaying



Boitumelotriedtokillme?Damn!Boitumeloissick

andthat’swherethestoryends.Nowwegetherthe

helpsheneeds.

MmaBoitumelohuggedhimwithtearyeyes.

MMABOITUMELO:OhmyGod!Thankyou,thank

you!Ihaveherpapersinmydesk,letmegotake

themnow.

Sherantoherdeskastheyfollowedher.

EPHRAIM:Areyoucrazy?

LETANG:Youknow…whenIthoughtIwasactually

goingtodie?IactuallyprayedthatifIdiddie,she

wouldgetawaywithit.

EPHRAIM:Ithinksheknockedthosethreebrain

cellsofyoursalittletoomuch.Shekidnapped,

drugged,andbeatyourassup,moron!Brokeyour

damnlegandfracturedtworibs!Nowyouwanna

payherlooneybinbills?Letang,whatiswrongwith

you?

LETANG:(smiling)Iloveher…

***********
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MmaEphraim talkedtoMasediasshepackeda

smallbag.

MMAEPHRAIM:IwillbebackSundayafternoon,I

justwanttogotothewaketoday,andthefuneral

tomorrowmorning,thenstayandhelpcleanup.

Areyousureyouwillbeok?Letangsaidhewillbe

homealldaywhenI’mgone.

MASEDI:Wewillbefinemme.Haveasafetrip.

Aftersheleft,Masedilaidinbedstillfumingabout

LetangrefusingtogetBoitumeloarrested.

Letang’soldest,Penelopepushedthedooropen.

PENELOPE:Mama,wearehungry,andIthink

Boyciepoopiedhisdiaper.

MASEDI:Can’tyouseeI’msleeping?Getout.

PENELOPE:Butmama…



MASEDI:(yelling)Getout!

Shethrewthetumblerthatwasonthedressing

tableatthelittlegirlandPenelopeduckedout

crying.

Masediwenttothekitchenandgotherselfan

assortmentofsnacks,thenlockedherselfinthe

roomandate,watchingmoviesonherlaptop.

Afterhoursofcryingwithherlittlebrotherwhowas

complainingofanitchydiaper,fouryearsold

Penelopetookhimtothebedroomandfounda

cleandiaperandwipes,takingoutthedirtyoneand

cleanedhimupwithwipeslikeshehadseenher

grandmotherdo,thenputondiapercreamandthe

diaperonanddressedhimincleanclothes.She

alsochangedfromherpajamasandtookher

brother’shandandwenttothekitchen.Shetooka

chairandusedittoclimbontopofthecounter,

gettingcornflakesandmilk,fillingabowland

spillingalotalloverthecounter,thentookthebowl

tothelivingroomandsatdown,feedingherbrother

andherself.



************

LetangdrovethroughthegatesoftheSereneMinds

Resort,lookingathowimmaculatetheplacelooked

withit’strimmedhedges,longtrees,vinesand

crawlerthatdisguisedthehighwall,pristinewith

marbleflooring,andagreenexpanseattheback.It

wassomedistancefromtheFrancistown,andon

theoutskirtofthenearestvillage,sotheserene

quietnesswithbirdschirpingwassorelaxing.The

pricewastotallywarranted,andhehadnoregrets

whatsoever.

Hewalkedtoreceptionandwastoldhecouldgo

seeher.

Hewasledtotheheaddoctoroftheplace’soffice.

DR:Welcome,MrThebe.MsMokgwareputyouon

thelistofTutu’svisitors.

LETANG:Howisshedoing?

DR:Honestly,rightnownotgreat.Sometimeswhen

wesuffertrauma,thebraincangettoshutdownor

gotoaplacethepersonfeltmostsafe.The

beatings…



LETANG:Whatbeatings?

DR:Accordingtoinformationprovidedtodoctorsat

NyangabgweHospitalbyMrOtengMonthe,when

Boitumelowasarrested,theyhadherinaholding

cellforafewdaysonly,butbecausethecellsare

justatemporarymeasure,theysenthertoprison

awaitingtrialforsomereason.Shereallyshould

haveheadedstraighttothepsycheward.They

wantedtochargeherwithattemptedmurder.And

whenshewasinprison,shewasassaultedbyfive

girlswhensherefusedthegangleader’sadvances.

Thenshewassexuallyassaulted.Theregression

highlylikelyhappenedthere.MrMonthefoughtfor

hertobetransferredtoamentalinstitution,and

thatishowsheendedupinNyangabgwewaitingto

gotoSbrana.Followme,shewillbeinherroom.

HefollowedthedoctorandfoundBoitumelositting

atatablecoloringinsomeprincessbook.

DR:Tutu,Ihaveavisitorforyou.

BOITUMELO:Nodoctor,Ihavetofinishmy

homework.WhendidyousayIcangobackto



schoolagain?Ifeelok.

DR:Soon.Youwanttotalktoyourfriend?

ShelookedupatLetangwithherhadcockedtothe

sidelikealittlegirl.

BOITUMELO:Whoishe?

DR:Afriendofyours.

BOITUMELO:(lookingatLetang)Doyouknowhow

todrawacat?Idon’tknowhowto,butIhaveto.For

myhomework.

ThedoctorindicatedforLetangtogoforward.

Hesatdownwithherandhelpedherdrawand

color,thenaftersometimehermedicinewas

broughtin,andaftershetookit,sheslept.

Ashewalkedout,hefoundthedoctoragain.

LETANG:Howlongwillshebelikethat?

DR:Ihonestlycan’tsay.Itcouldbeaday,itcould

beayear,oritcouldbelifelong.Thatisacoping

mechanism,sheregressedtoatimeshewashappy

andfeltsafe.Thisisoneofthemostdifficult



mentaldisordersbecausethepersongenuinely

doesnotwanttocomebacktoreality,sothey

totallyblockitout.

Ashewalkedout,hetriedtonotthinkaboutitbut

themomenthewasinhiscarhebrokedowncrying

thinkingaboutthatspacedlookonherface…God,

shewasbeatenupandsexuallyassaultedagain!

***********

Letangwipedhistearsawayandlookedupwhenhe

heardaknockinhiscarwindow.

Aliteralbombshellstoodathiswindowtryingto

looklessbored.

Darkskin,highcheekbones,fulllipswithbloodred

lipstick…teethsowhite,soeven,shelookedunreal.

Shehadonanombreblackandblondeshortwig

andaspaghettistrapreddressthatclungtoher

generouscurves,makinghertallandwillowy

physiqueathingtomarvelat.

Hereyeswerehazel…maybecontactlenses…her

cleavagepeekingatthetopofthatdressinperfect



roundpeaks.Nobody’sboobslookedthatgood

naturally,sheprobablyhadaboobjob.

Sheknockedagain,impatient.Letangrolleddown

thewindow.

LETANG:Yes?

HER:Youwouldn’thappentoknowanythingabout

cars?

GoodLord!Hervoicewasthekindyouheardon

bedroomsbetweenlustfilledtrysts.Raspylikeshe

wasgettingoverasorethroat,butlowandjustthe

rightlevelofdeeptosoundlikeawantonmoan,

withherwordsdrawledoutslowly,likeshewas

seducingevenwhenshewasn’t.

LETANG:Abit..what’swrong?

HER:Won’tstartforwhateverreason.Ithinkit’s

overheating.

Hewentandlookedthroughhercar,butitstill

wouldn’tstart.

HER:Thanksfortrying,I’lljustleaveithereandcall

myserviceguystocomehandleit.



LETANG:Whereareyougoing.I’llgiveyouaride.

HER:Thereisactuallyatraditionalstuffplaceright

aroundthecorner,theydobasketweavingandshit.

Theyhavefood.I’llwaitthere.

LETANG:I’lldropyouoff.

Atherdirection,hedrovetotheplaceandparked,

followingherin.

LETANG:Icoulduseamealmyself.

HER:Oh,bytheway,areyouok?

LETANG:Huh?

HER:Youwerebawlingyoureyesoffintheparking

lot.Isitbad?Whoeveryouareseeinginthere?

LETANG:Uhm…yea…myuhm…mysister…sheis

bad.Losttouchwithreality,theydon’tknowwhen

shewillbeok.

HER:Itgetsbetter.Formeit’smymother.Ihave

beencominghersincetheplaceopened.And

beforehandshewasinSouthAfricaatafacility

muchlikethis.Dealingwithallofit…caringfora

mentallyunfit…itgetsbetterwithtime.



LETANG:Whathappenedtoher…yourmother?

HER:Dementia…stayedfortoolongwithapieceof

shitthatpaidnoregardstoher.

LETANG:Yourfather?

HER:Hedidsireme,yes…butthat’swhereitends.

Mymotherraisedmesinglehandedlywhenshehad

ahusband.Shewasthattypethatbelievesyoucan

prayawayaman’sinfidelity.Howsilly.

LETANG:Prayerisnotsilly…somewomencan

actuallystrengthentheirhomesbyprayingfortheir

family.I’veheardmyuhm…babymamaandher

friendstalkaboutaWarRoom…

Hesmiledthankfullythatheneverreallyworearing.

Whoonearthwantedagirllikeherknowinghewas

married?

HER:Yea,Iknowthewarroom.It’stheroomwhere

youlockhischeatingassup,starvehimfordays,

andbeathimupbeforeyouleavehim.

Letangbothlaughedandwinced,rememberinghis

recentordeal.



LETANG:(laughing)Iknowsomeonewhowould

agreewithyou.ButIdoubtthat’sthekindofwar

roomtheChristianwomentalkof.

HER:Oh,youwantedtheChristianversion?Well

then,thewarroomistheroomwhereyoucheck

yourselfworth,selfrespect,dignityandeverything

thatmakesyoufeelworthy,thengetonyourknees

andmakeexcusesforapieceofshit.

LETANG:(laughing)Youarehilarious.

Sheflashedthosedazzlingwhiteteeth.

HER:Ihavemymoments.Oh,thereismyservice

guy.Gottago.

LETANG:Comeon…atleasttellmeyourname.

HER:Mara…

LETANG:Number?

HER:(laughing)Youwish.

**********

Ephraimwaswalkingoutoftheofficewhenhis

bosscaughtupwithhim.



CEO:Sup’?YouupforfootballthisSaturday?You

haven’tputyournameupontheWhatsAppgroup.

EPHRAIM:Eish…weareexpecting,firsttrimester

ishardonher..Sometimesmejustgoingoutgets

thewaterworks.

CEO:(laughing)Idon’tenvyyou,kindsir.My

youngestisfiveandIamdone!

EPHRAIM:I’dbedonetooifIwereyou,youhave

anentirefootballteam!

Theybothlaughed.

CEO:Myfootballteamisalloutofdiapersand

sleepsthroughthenight,sowhoislaughingnow.

EPHRAIM:Brutal!Ruinaman’slifewhilehetrying

toenjoythelastfewmonthsbeforedirtydiapers

andsleeplessnights,whydon’tyou?

CEO:IheardMirandareportedyoutoHRforassault.

EPHRAIM:Icanexplain.

CEO:Noneedto.Iamsureshedeserveditafterthe

shitshepulledinFrance.



EPHRAIM:Shejustwon’tbackoff!Seriously,how

cansomeonesonotgetit?

CEO:Wantmetofireher?

EPHRAIM:Huh?

CEO:Sheisstartingtobeirritating,tobehonest.It

wasfunnyatthebeginning,MybrotherandIused

tolaughandbetonhowlongitwasbeforeyou

checkedher.Butwhatsheisdoingnowis

borderlineharassment,andit’sgroundsfor

termination.

EPHRAIM:Ijust…shehasworkedsohardtobe

wheresheis…shedoesherjobwell…firingherisa

bitharsh…

CEO:Youknowwhat,I’mleavingthisinyourcourt.

Ifyouwanthergone.Shewillbe.

***********

WhensheknewLetangwasabouttogethome,

Masedirushaboutbathingandfeedingthekids,

thensatinthelivingroomwatchingcartoonswith

themastheyatesnacks.Letangwalkedintoa



perfectlittlefamily.

Aftertheyhadputthekidsgobed,hesatathis

laptop,doingwhateveritwashedidinhislaptop.

Bymidnight,Masedicameoverandkissedhimon

theneck.

MASEDI:Babe,comesleepplease…

LETANG:Justabitmore…

MASEDI:Comeon…Imissyou.AndIwannatalk.

MymothersaidmmaBoitumelotoldheryouare

payingP18000permonthforBoitumelo?

LETANG:Yup

MASEDI:Seriously!AreyoucrazyLetang?Whathas

thatgirldonetoyou?Whatmarriedmangoesout

andpaysbillsofrandompeople!

LETANG:Sheisnotrandom,sheisthemotherof

mychild.

MASEDI:Irefusetoletthathappen.Youwillgotell

themyouwon’tpayanymore!

LETANG:Masediwee,canyoutellmesomething?



MASESI:What?

LETANG:Doyoumakeanymoney?Doyoubring

anymoneyintothismarriage?

MASEDI:Imean,it’sour…

LETANG:No,youdon’t.Soshutthefuckupand

leavemeinpeacesoIcanactuallymakemoney.

*************

EphraimwalkedhomeandfoundSapelolayingon

thecouch,reading,whileAedirwewasclimbingand

jumpingalloverfurniture.

EPHRAIM:Heybabe...andheybaby…

Hesaidashekissedheronthecheek,thenkissed

herstomach.

EPHRAIM:Andhibigman!Highfive!

Hissoncameandhighfivedhimbeforerunningoff

tojumpfromasofa.

Ephraimwentoverandgavethelittleboyhisjuice,

thenhandedSapelothingsshehadbeencraving.

SAPELO:Howwasyourdaymylove?



EPHRAIM:Youknow…work.Boring.Yours?

SAPELO:Didn’tevengoout.Whoevercalledthis

morningsicknessisstupid.Thisisalldaysickness.

Ephraimcameoverandcuddledandkissedherhair.

EPHRAIM:I’msosorryyouhavetogothroughthis

babe…IwishIcouldhelp.

SAPELO:(smiling)Justbetheawesomehusband

youareandkeepgettingmegingerbiscuits.Letme

gogetyourfoodand…

EPHRAIM:No,seat.Iwillgetitmylove.

SAPELO:Bytheway,IwenttoseeAe’spediatrician

today.

EPHRAIM:What’swrong,ishesick?

SAPELO:Notreally…foralongtimeIsuspectedhe

isADHD.Theyhaveachartandhescoredreally

highonthatpossibility.Theywillreferustothe

rightdoctorsandwhenheisdiagnosed,theywill

starthimonmedicationand…

EPHRAIM:Nope



SAPELO:Whatdoyoumean‘nope’?

EPHRAIM:Youwannaturnmybabyinaintodrab

zombie?That’swhatthemedicationdoes.Turnhim

intoazombie.Thosedoctorsarewrong…

SAPELO:Andyourmedicallicenseyougotwhen?

EPHRAIM:Sohehasalittlemorepersonalitythan

anaveragechild!Thatdoesnotmeanpumphimup

withpills.

SAPELO:Butthedoctorsthink…

EPHRAIM:Ofcoursetheydo,alltheywantismoney.

Nothingiswrongwithmybaby,andnobodyis

pumpinghimwithpills.

SAPELO:But…

EPHRAIM:Notupfordiscussion.No.Endofstory.

Hepickeduphissonandhuggedhimtohischeat,

kissinghishead.

TherewasaknockatthedoorandSapelowentto

openwithasigh.

SAPELO:Ohhh…hello…you…



************
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SapeloopenedthedoortoMalebogoholdinga

baby.

ShethrustthebabyonSapelohands.

MALEBOGO:Thereisyourhusband’schild.

SAPELO:Huh?

MALEBOGO:Howcanamanliveinabighouselike

this,drivingabigcar,whenhischildissuffering?

SAPELO:Ijo…Ephraim!Comehandleyourmessrra

nnaakeditsenewaitse.

Ephraimwalkedoutconfused,andSapelohanded

himthebaby,thenwentinside.

EPHRAIM:Andthen?

MALEBOGO:Obuabo‘andthen’,akereneosare



andthenhaomodira.Ineedmoneyforthechild.

Ebilegatweatthemagistratecourtbahumipayalot.

EPHRAIM:Howareyou…Imean…thepills…

MALEBOGO:NnaIservealivingGodpapa.No

weaponsformedagainstme…youtriedtoabortmy

child,heresheis.Godwillneverletyouharmhis

own.

EPHRAIM:Oksothepilldidn’twork.ButIamstill

gonnatesttomakesurethechildismine.

MALEBOGO:Dowhatyoumust.IknowIamtelling

thetruth.Let’sseeifyouareamanorananimal

thatwilldenyit’sownchildevenwhensheisinyour

face.RightnowIneedmoney.Shehasnomilk,I

havenofood,soIcannotmakeenoughmilk,she

hasnoclothes,nodiapers…

HewentinsideandfoundSapelowatchingTV.

EPHRAIM:Babe,whatdoIdo?

SAPELO:Keepyourzipperclosed,that’swhat!See

whatyouhavedonenow!

EPHRAIM:Butbabe…wearepastthat…you



forgaveme…

SAPELO:Therewasnobabymamainthepicture

thenwasthere!

EPHRAIM:Iamsosorry…IwishIcouldgobackin

timeandchangethings.Iwould…

SAPELO:No,youcan’tfuckingchangethings

Ephraim!Andyourcarelessnessgotaninnocent

littlebabycaughtinthismess.

EPHRAIM:Idon’twanttocreateanevenbigger

mess.WhatdoIdo?

Sapelosighedandwenttotheirstorageroom,

callingEphraimtocomehelptakeoutaboxof

Aedirwe’sbabyclothes.

Shetookthebabyfromhimandchangedherintoa

romper.

SAPELO:Thisrompersheiswearingistoosmall,

it’sconstrictingherandwillgiveherayeast

infection.

MALEBOGO:Areyoujudgingmyparenting?You

thinkyouarebetterthanme?



SAPELO:YouthinkIhavetimeforyou?Girlbye,I’m

justconcernedforthewelfareofthispoorlittlesoul.

MALEBOGO:Sesesalangthatmanisstillmybaby

daddytoo.

SAPELO:(dryly)Whatanachievement.Congrats.

So,hereiswhatisgonnahappen.Iwillbuyallthe

baby’sneedsanddeliverthemtoyou.Youwill

contactmewhenthebabyneedsanythingorthere

isanemergency.Youwillnotcontactmyhusband

foranyreason.

MALEBOGO:KenalengwanalewenannathatI

shouldcontactyou?

SAPELO:Eitherthatoranexpresstraintocourt.

Righthereisproofyousleptwithmyhusband.

MALEBOGO:Mxim,youthinkyouareallthat.Life

willhumbleyou.

*************

InthemorningLetangLetangwokeuptomake

breakfast,hiskidscameoutfromtheirbedroom.

Theyrantohimandhuggedhim.



LETANG:Lonamalaitiakalantsietsa,youfellasleep

whilewewereplayingsnakeandladdersyesterday.

PENELOPE:Boycieistooyoungtoplay,andyou

lostdaddy.Iwon.

LETANG:(laughing)Youwon?Whendidyoueven…

comehereyoucheekylittlething!Wehavetobrush

ourteethandgetoutofoutpajamas,thenIwill

makeusallbreakfast!

PENELOPE:Icanmakebreakfast!

LETANG:(laughing)Canyounow?

PENELOPE:YesIcan!

LETANG:Riiiiight!

PENELOPE:ButdaddyyouthinkIamlying,I’mnot!I

didyesterdayIdid,Idid!

LETANG:(laughing)Well,.MsThebe,playdough

isn’tmyfavorite,soIthinklet’sjuststicktowhatI

make,huh?Whowantseggsandrussianandbread

withorangejuice?

Bothekidsjumpedupanddownraisingtheirhands

andscreaming‘me,me,me’.



LETANG:Alrightthentroops!Tothebathroomwe

march!Let’sbrushteeth!

Hecleanedupthekidsandfeedthem,thentook

somebreakfasttoMasediwhowasstillinbed.

LETANG:Hey..

Sheturnedawayandfacedthewall.

LETANG:Sedi,whatIsaidyesterdaywasoutofline.

Iwasjuststressedandtookoutmystressonyou.

Therewasnoreasonforthat…comeon,wakeup

andeat…please?Prettyplease?

Shesighedandturnedovergotalktohim.

LETANG:Look,Sedi.Ifeelresponsibleforwhat

happenedtoBoitumelo.Sheisinareallybadstate,

andhermomcan’taffordprivatecare.

MASEDI:AkereboSbranabateng?

LETANG:PeoplecomefromSbranaworse!Some

eventuallyenduponthestreets.Babe,comeon,the

womanImarriedisnotheartless…youarethe

womanwhotookonkidswhoaren’tyoursand

lovedthemlikeyourown…Ialwaysfearedmykids



havingastepmumbecausewehearallthese

thingstheydotostepchildren,butyouchangedmy

mindonit.Showedmeawomancanlovekidsshe

didn’tbirth.

MASEDI:I’mjustworriedLetang.Wetakesomuch

topayforherrubbish,andwhatareweleftwith?

Percymightneedspecialcareallhislife…

LETANG:Wecanaffordtohelpherandtakecareof

ourfamily…please,Sedi.Iknowyouarenotcold

hearted.

Shesulkedandkepteating.

LETANG:Thankyou.Uhm,isitokkeboehale?

MASEDI:Youaregoingtoseeher,aren’tyou?

LETANG:Sedi…

MASEDI:Gothen…tsamaamothowaModimo.

************

AfterLetangleft,Maseditookthekidstoseeher

grandmotherinTatisiding.Sheunloadedthe

grocerysheboughtfortheoldlady,andmadetea.



GRANDMA:Sedi,whatiswrong?

MASEDI:Maa?Howdoyoumean?

GRANDMA:Iknowyoumygirl…yoursoulisnot

happy.Andlookatthesekids.WhenhasMasedi’s

kidseverlookedthismessy?Theyarealwaysin

nicelittleoutfitsthatmatchyours.Eventhebaby

hasmilkstains.Whatiseatingyouup?

MASEDI:Ijust…I…

Shebrokedowncrying,andbothkidsrantoherand

huggedher.

Shewastheonlymothertheyeverknew.Hugswere

standardforwhensomeonewassadorcrying,she

taughtthemthat…toseethemstillofferher

affectionafterthesepastfewdays…butthenkids

werekids.Youstayedtheirparentnomatterhow

youtreatedthem,theyalwaysyearnforyourlove.

PENELOPE:Mamawhyareyoucrying?Pleasedon’t

cry…wewon’tbenaughtandwon’tmakeyoubeat

us.

Moretearsfelldown.



MASEDI:Uhm…Openebaby…her,gobuySimba

chipswithBoycieatthetuck-shop.

Shecalledoneofheryoungercousinsto

accompanythem.

Aftertheylefthergrandmalookedather.

GRANDMA:Nowyoubeatthemtoo?Whereisthat

womanwhosaidwhitepeoplestufflike‘beating

childrenisabuse’?Thewaytheyarealwayslooking

nice,todayokaregasebone.LookatOpene’shair

now,it’sallamess.

Shejustkeptsobbing.

MASEDI:(sobbing)IliterallyattackedBoyciewitha

slipper.Iwasjustsomadathismother…andIlet

themstarve…

GRANDMA:Irememberyourcousinreadingmea

storyaboutawomanwhokilledherownchildren

becausetheirfatherwashurtingher.Don’tbethat

womanMasedi.Ommabana,evenyouryoung

siblingsyoualwaystookcareof.Whetheryoufeel

BoitumeloorLetang,wrongedyou,thislittlesouls

didnothingtoyou.Alltheyknowistheirloving



mother,imaginetheirshockwhenyoutreatthem

otherwise,youhurtthememotionallymorethan

physically.Kemasielaagago,bommabonebaba

tshabetseakere.RememberhowBoitumelowas

justalwaysonherphonewiththatFacebookthing

yalonafromthedayBoyciecamefromthe

hospital…Boycieotswagorweswakhujwana

sittingonyourlap,youaretheonlymotherthey

know.Themotherwhohasalwaystreatedthemso

well.

MASEDI:(sighing)Ijustdon’tgetwhyGodwould

givemeadisabledchildwhenIhavelovedthose

thataren’tminewithallmyheart.

GRANDMA:SegolegasemothoMasedi?Shallwe

lookdownonthedisabled?Thatchildcametoyou

becauseGodknewyoucanhandleit.Doyousee

someonelikeyourcousinTutubeingabletohandle

it?Shecan’tevenhandlehernormalchild.God

knowswhoareabletocarryheavierloads.Howis

yourhusband?

MASEDI:Nkoko,leraagoreitsokthatLetangtake

moneyfromhomeandpayforBoitumelo’sthings?



AndwhenIaskaboutithegetsangryandsaysI

don’tbringmoneyhome.

GRANDMA:That’smenforyou.Heforgetsthelast

timeyoudrewasalarywasalongtimeago.Now

youhavebeenlovingandcaringforhischildrenat

nopay…cooking,cleaning,supportinghim.Tohim

itwillalwaysbenothing.

MASEDI:It’snotfair.

GRANDMA:Whenhaveyoueverknownlifetobe

fair?Anyway,thatiswhatIcalledyouherefor..Of

allmygrandchildren,youaretheonewhoalways

remembersme,evenwhenyouhadnothing,you

wouldcomeheretosweepanddomywashing.

ThatiswhyIwantustogochangenamesofthis

plottoyou.

MASEDI:Maa?Allofit?

Shelookedattheexpanseofthelargeoldendays

homestead.Itcouldspanfourofmoderndayyards.

Mostofitwasemptyspace,withjusther

grandma’straditionalhutandthetwoandhalf

MasediconvincedLetangtobuildfortheold



womanaftertheygotmarried.

GRANDMA:Yes.Youcanextendthishouseand

haveitasyourhome,andthendivideupthatside

andsell.

MASEDI:Uhm…ok….

GRANDMA:Sedi,don’ttellyourhusbandaboutthis.

Awomanmustalwayshaveafailsafe.Amancan

notbetrusted,outwaasetseabuabogaotise

sepejaana.Nextthinghewillbethrowingyouout.

Haveawaytohelpyourselfifthateverhappens.

Aftertalkingtohergrandmother,shegotthekids

anddroveback.

*********

Letangwalkedintotheresortandwenttosee

Boitumelo.Hesatplayingdollieswithher,thenas

hewasleaving,sawMaraalsowalkingout.

LETANG:HeyMsmystery.

MARA:(laughing)Seriously?That’ssoweakman!

Anyway,howareyou?Howisyoursister?

LETANG:Nochange,Ireallywishtherewas



somethingIcoulddo.Howisyourmother?

MARA:Stillcuckoobananas.

LETANG:IcheckedyourFacebookprofileout.You

beentoeveryexoticlocationonecanthinkof.Wow.

MARA:Stalker…

LETANG:Financialanalyst,huh?Ialwayswantedto

dofinance.Butbecauseofthefinancialsituationat

himIbecameasoldier.

MARA:Howdoyoudrivethatonasoldiersalary?

LETANG:Cryptocurrency…Forex.Itookseveral

classesonlineandturnedouttobegoodatit.

MARA:Interesting…Idocryptotoo…

LETANG:Hey,whatareyoudoingafterthis?

MARA:I’mopen…whatdoyouhaveinmind?

LETANG:Lunch?IamsureIcanlearnathingortwo

abouttradingfromyou.

MARA:Disappointing.Ithoughtyouweregonna

suggestasteamyrompinsomehotel.



Helaughedandshookhishead.Thisonewasa

handful.

Shewaslikeamatured,grownBoitumelo.Witty,

gorgeous,andfunny.

LETANG:Whosaidthat’soffthetable?Butisn’tthe

gentlemanruletowineanddinealadyfirst?

MARA:(smiling)Ah,butIamnolady,andyousir,

aren’tagentlemaneither.Ok,meetatThapamain

twenty?Theyhavelunch…androoms.

LETANG:(laughing)Ok…seeyouthere.

***********

Masedistoppedatthemallandwalkedtoasalon

whereshegotPenelope’shairwashedandbraided,

andBoyciegotahaircut.

Astheywerewaitingfortheirturn,Charitywalkedin

andPeneloperecognizedherandtriedtotalktoher.

CHARITY:HiOpene…ngng,don’ttouchmewena,

yourfingersaresticky,thesepantsarewhite.

Thelittlegirl’sfacefellinsadness.



MASEDI:Aomma!Sheisjustakid.

CHARITY:ReatswaandIdon’twannnagohometo

change,shewillmakemedirty.Penelope,damnit!

Lookatyourgreasylittlefingerprintsonmyjeans!

MasedistareddaggersatherandcalledPenelope

over,soothingthecryinglittlegirlandwipedher

handswithbabywipes.

Thiswaswhyshehadvowedtocareforthislittle

babieswhosemothersweretoomuchofselfish

bitchestostepup.Onewasablitheringdrunkwho

onlythoughtofhernextdrinkandclubvisit,while

theotherwasafelonwhowasplayingmadtoavoid

jail.MancouldLetangpick‘em!

Butthesebabieswereinnocent.

ShehatedBoitumelowithallherheartforcausing

herchildtobedisabled,andwhenthatbitchcame

out,shewasgonnatakerevenge.Notonan

innocentbaby,butonBoitumelo.

No,neveronBoycieagain.She’dbedamnedifshe

letBoitumelomakehercauseemotionaldamageto

anotherchild.



Amanwalkedinforabarberandkeptlookingather.

FinallyhetalkedtoPenelope.

HIM:Isyourmomasupermodel?

PENELOPE:What’sasupermodel?

HIM:Thosetallbeautifulgirlstheyputinmagazines

andfashionshows.

Masediblushedandlookeddownwithasmile.

MASEDI:Penny,wedon’ttalktostrangers.

HIM:Ao,okthentellmeyournamesoIwon’tbea

strangerthemmagwePenny.

ThebarberfinishedwithBoycieandshetookhim

andpaid,thenwalkedoffastheguywatchedwitha

smile.

HIM:(laughing)Ao,themmaraitseomodelara,but

wemeremortalsdeserveachancetoo.

MASEDI:(laughing)Married!Bye

HIM:Shit…dintjadiaja.Youlooknice,mytype.I’m

Gabriel.

MASEDI:(laughing)AndI’mnotinterested!



Sheflashedherringonhisfaceandstrappedall

thethreekidsintotheircarseatsanddroveoff.

***********

LetangandMarafellbackinthehotelbed,both

pantingandsweaty.Hedrapedhishandaroundher

waistandkissedherneck.

LETANG:Thatwasawesome!

MARA:Damnboy,youisabeast…

HisphoneflashedringingasMasedicalled.

Heignoreditandkissedherneck.

MARA:Dude,answerit,willyou?It’sirritating.Who

isit?

LETANG:Myuhm…maid.Itdoesn’tmatter.

MARA:Maid.Right.Youaremarried,aren’tyou?

LETANG:No,I’m…

MARA:Dude,youdon’thavetolie.I’mnotlooking

todateyouorsomeshit.Wearejustfucking.

Hopefullywewilldoitagain.Yourlifeoutsidethis

roomifnoneofmybusiness.Thatsaid,Igottarush.



Ihaveameetingwithaclientwhoislookingto

investonmybusiness.

LETANG:Yougoingtofuckhimtoo?

MARA:(laughing)Duuude!Whatdidyouthinkthis

was?Wewereliterallyjustfucking,whatIdooutof

thisroomisnoneofyourbusinesseither.Butno,

I’mnotgonnafuckhim.Ionlyfuckhotrandom

strangerswhodon’thavemuchtoofferme.Rich

menIdangleacarrotinfrontofthemandtheywill

keepchasing.Givememoney,buymegifts,

everythingwiththehopeofbeingtheonetoboast

totheircircleaboutfinallynailingme.Menlikea

challenge.Igivethemone.

LETANG:Wow…just…wow.

MARA:Iamsureyouhaveboughtagirlafew

thingsandtookheroutwiththehopeofhitting,

right?Ijusthappentochoosemenwhose‘afew

things’canbeP50000oraCartierbraceletor

something

LETANG:Youaredisgusting.That’sprostitution!

MARA:Prostitutioniswhenyoutradebodyfor



money.Theyliterallydon’tgetmybody,so?

Anyway,gottago!Herismybusinesscard,please

callmyassistanttoarrangea‘meeting’ifyou

wannadothisagain.

Shegotdressedandjustlikethatstruttedoutwith

theconfidenceofagoddess.

Heshookhisheadinsurpriseanddroveout,giving

somegirlarideashepassesbyher.

**********

6Monthslater….

***********

LIKE,COMMENT,SHARE

1000/100/10

[05/29,14:10]Lynne:BREADWINNEE’SWIFE

   27

Sapelosatinherofficeathergardengoingthrough

herbooksandthinkingofAedirwe.Schoolnotes

weremountinguponhowhewasdisruptingthe



classesandtheteachersbeggingforhimtobe

disciplinedathome.ButEphraimwasnotbudging,

theyfoughtaboutitalmostevertday.

Sheheardacommotionbeforeherdoorburstopen

andMalebogostormedin.

SAPELO:Uhhh…ok?

MALEBOGO:Koorewhodoyouthinkyouare?I

talkedtorragwengwanakeaskingformadiamaid

soIcangoworklikeyou…gatweoganne!

SAPELO:(laughing)Areyoudrunkorsomething?

MALEBOGO:Yourchildgoestowhitepeopleday

carecentersandhasamaid,whydoesn’tmine?Ke

banabamonnaakere,theyneedtobetreated

equally.

SAPELO:MychildgoestoaschoolhisMOTHER

canafford.CanyouaffordtheschoolAedirwegoes

to?Ipaymymaidtoo..AndwhatdidItellyouabout

contactingmyhusband?

MALEBOGO:Youreallythinkyouscareanyone?Go

reportmethen,let’sseeifEphraimwillallowyouto



takeamotherawayfromhischild,mxim…

Sapelocalledthegardenworkers.

SAPELO:Canyouescortthisladyoutofmy

premises?Ifsherefuses,callthepolice.

Shesighedinreliefseeingherwalkoff,butthatwas

notlonglivedasEphraim’scousinwalkedin.

HIM:Ao,mmagwemoshimane!

SAPELO:(fakesmile)Hey

HIM:Leteng?

SAPELO:Yes,verybusythough.Wereyoulooking

forsomething?

HIM:Ihavebeenmeaningtocomehere,butso

afraid…eish.Kanawenaobogaleblind.

SAPELO:Whatdoyouwant,Thuso?Iamvery

busy.

HIM:IwasjustaskingforP200,myson’smotheris

yellingatmetogivehermoneyforthebaby.

Shesighedinannoyance.Hewasoneofthefew

familymemberswhonevergaveheranyhardtime,



butthemanwaslazyashell.Hehadnoshame

livinglifebegging.

HIM:MmagweAe,havepityplease…justaP200.

Formychild.

SAPELO:Thuso,notevena‘MmagweAedirwe,let

mecutgrassandearnP200’don’tyoufeel

ashamed,alwaysbegging?

HIM:(laughing)Mathatakemokwata…

SAPELO:Neverdetersyoufromdancingat

shebeensthough.

HIM:Ao,mmagweAe…please.

Shewentinsideannoyedandlookedinherhandbag

andfoundP110.

SAPELO:Idon’thavemoney,that’sallIgot.

HIM:Thankyou…thankyoulekgoalame.Iwill

comegettherestkolwapengakere?

Sapelojustshookherheadandwentbackinside

heroffice.Thisfamilywasalwaystaking…taking!

************



LetanglaidinbedwithMaraastheyhadwine.

MARA:Iamtellingyou,thisissuchaworthy

investment.Iamputtingallmysavingsintoit

becauseIknowreturnsaregonnabebig.

LETANG:It’sriskyMara…Ihavekids…andtobe

honestthemarkethasbeenbad,withbitcoinfalling.

Ihadtotakeoutofmysavingstopayformy

sister’sstayattheresort.It’salmostdepleted.

MARA:Whichiswhyyouneedthis.Trustme,I’ma

financialanalyst.Thisisagoodmove.Youcan

strugglewiththelittleyouhaveormultiplyittenfold

andhavereservestostartagainwhenBitcoinpicks.

LETANG:(sighing)I’mscared…

MARA:Ifitdoesn’tscareyou,isitevenworthit?

Thisisbig!Thecompanyteachessmallbusinesses

andaspiringentrepreneursworldwidehowto

digitalmarketandrunanonlinebusiness,sothere

isanendlesssupplyofclients.Theclientspay

USD50toaccessthe49stepprograms..Andto

attendaseminarisUSD50000perperson.

LETANG:What?Wherewillpeoplegetallthat



money?

MARA:I’vebeentooneseminar,mostareAmericas.

Theywanttolearnandimprovetheirbusinesses.

Soit’sasmallpricetopay.Theytakefromsavings,

pensionfunds,somesellorrefinancetheir

businesses.Youshouldknowourthirdpartner,and

thefound,CullumChasehasmadequietanamefor

himselfinthedigitalsellingworld.Sopeopleare

willingtopaybig.Asapartner,wearegonnaneed

totravelalot…thefirstseminarisinCostaRica.

Cullumownsaresortthere.Wespiltprofits

accordingtohowmuchyouputin,sobewise.Heis

75%ownerandofferedme25%.ItoldhimIwanted

tobringafriendasa12.5%ownerandheagreed.

Justlookathistrackrecordsofar…OUBbank

statement…everythingistransparentandwewill

gotolawyersandallwhenwecompletethe

agreement.

LETANG:It’sallIbeenthinkingaboutthispast

monthMara…(sigh)ok…I’llputin12.5%.This

betterworkbecausethat’smylivelihood…

MARA:Iputinmyalltoo.That’sthemarkofatrue



entrepreneur…I’msoexcited!Nextmonthwewill

havetotraveltoCostaRicafortheseminar…

LETANG:Eish…mathatatiro…

MARA:Whyareyoustillholdingontothat?Bosole?

Nigga,weabouttobemultimillionaire.This

insignificantshitisholdingyouback.

Shestraddledhimandstartedkissinghim.

*************

Ephraimsatinhisofficestaringintospacewhen

hisbosswalkedin.

BOSS:Pennyforyourthought?

EPHRAIM:(sighing)Hadalittleargumentwiththe

wifeagainyesterday.

BOSS:StillabouttheADHD?

EPHRAIM:Yup…sheisgettingadamantaboutit.

Saidsheisgonnatakehimwithoutmyconsent…

BOSS:Maybejusthearthemout.YouknowIwasin

ADHDmedswhenIwasaroundfourorfive?Wasn’t

helpingmuch,justmademedrowsyalltheetime,



sotheytriedtraditional.Apparentlythatworked.

EPHRAIM:See,that’swhatIdon’twant!Aeissuch

abrightlittleboyitwouldbreakhisspirittoalways

beconkedupwithmedicationlikewedon’tlikehis

personality.ButSapelomaynotagreewith

traditional.SheisnotstaunchChristian,butshe

wasraisedinthechurchandall.

BOSS:Eish…goodluckmyman.Whateveryou

decide,Ihopeitworksout.I’mgonnaheadoff.

Ashewalkedout,Mirandawasatthedoor.

BOSS:Trynottomolestthemanplease.Hehas

enoughinhisplatealready.

Mirandarolledhereyesandwalkedin.

MIRANDA:Iwannagothroughthenewportfolio

youarelookingattoseeifitsuitsourbrand.

Hepulledoutsomefilesandemailedhersomething.

Shewentthroughitforawhilequietly.

MIRANDA:Youlookworseforwear.Everythingok?

andno,Iamnotinyourpersonalshit.Iamjust

askingascolleague,youdon’thavetoanswerme.



EPHRAIM:Good.BecauseIwasnotplanningto.

Now,canwegetbacktobusiness?

**************

MasediwasonthekitchencookingwhenPenelope

raninwithherschoolbag.

PENELOPE:Mama!Mama,IforgotIhave

homework.

MASEDI:(laughing)Eish,thisstandardonethingis

hard,eh,mybaby?Theygivehomework!

PENELOPE:Yes!AndIamtheonlyonewhoisfive

inclass!

MASEDI:Weshouldhavewaited.Butyouareso

smart…ok,akebone.Alright,subtraction.

PENELOOE:It’sabithard.

MASEDI:Ok,let’susethesefatcakes.IfIputtenin

abowlanddaddycomesandeats4.Howmanyare

left?

Letangwalkedinandactuallytookfourfatcakes.

MASEDI:(swathinghishand)Heelawena!Thatwas



notpermissiontoeatthem,justanexample.

Helaughedatstuffedthem.Inhismouth.

LETANG:Yousaid,‘daddy,takefourfatcakes’

MASEDI:(laughing)Youaresuchaliar.Ok,.Penny

comecountthem.(shecounted)

PENELOPE:Six!Therearesixleft!

MASEDI:Good!Writesixatthe10-4.Subtract

means‘takeaway’.GouseBoycie’sblocks.You

countthefirstnumber,thentakeawaythesecond

number,andthencountwhatisremaining.I’llcome

checkwhenI’mdone.

Sheranofftoherbedroom.

LETANG:(kissingherneck)Youaresogoodwith

her.

MASEDI:(laughing)Youaregonnaneedtotakeover

soon,Icanonlydothesesimpleones.Kanabo

Masedikebodum-dumhela.

LETANG:Stop,Ihatewhenyousayshitlikethat

aboutyourself.Soooo…Iquitthemilitary.



MASEDI:Youwhat?Canyouevendothat?

LETANG:Ok,notquit,sortofearlyretired.

MASEDI:Letang,areyoucrazy?Whatthehell!

Seriously!Wehavetwokidswhogotoprivate

schoolandonespecialneedschildwhoconstantly

needprivatemedicalcare.Pleasetellmethisisa

joke!

LETANG:(laughing)Relaxbabe!Iinvestedinthis

amazingbusiness.I’mgonnabetravellingalot,but

I’llbemakingmillionsbabe!Perseminarwithjust

tenattendants,ImakeUSD6300.That’sP63000!

Oneseminar.Andthat’sbeforefactoringalltheweb

contentandmentorshipwesell.Relax,ok?HaveI

notalwayshandledourfinancesandmadesurewe

arecomfortable?

MASEDI:Youhave,but…

LETANG:Trustmebabe,Igotthis.

Shesighedandwenttogetthebabyashestarted

cryingwhilewenttothebathroom.

Shewassittingonasofabreastfeedingthebaby



whenhisphonevibratedonthetablewith

‘Debonairs’

SincewhendidDebonairscallpeopleat8pm?

Hethoughtshedidn’tknowhispassword,butshe

hadsnoopedwhilehewasenteringit,andsawit.

Shecopiedthephonenumberquicklyandwent

throughthephonebooklookingatmorefoodshop.

Mostofthepeoplesavedshealreadyknew.Onlya

handfulwerenotfamiliar.

Onewassavedas‘Mara’andtheytalkedoften

accordingtotheirWhatsAppthread,butitlooked

mostlybusiness.TalkingabouttheirBitcointhing,

Forex,andinthepastmonthandahalf,some

investmentwhatevershedisnotunderstand,buy

gotbadvibesabout.Especiallythelastfew

messageswhichsaid.

‘Yea,Iputeverythinginmysavingsinthere,

businessisriskmos.’

Shefeltherselfgocold…hedidwhat?

*************



Ephraimwalkedintothelivingroomasthehelped

madedinnerandSapelowatchedTV,rubbingher

bump

EPHRAIM:Hey…

SAPELO:Mxim

EPHRAIM:Ooookay…whatdidIdonow?

SAPELO:Ephraim,whywouldyoutelltourbaby

mamaI’mrefusingtoletyoupayahelperforher

child?

EPHRAIM:What?Iliterallytoldherthatlike

everythingelse,sheneededtoaskfromyou,she

andIhavenothingtotalkabout.

SAPELO:Well,shewasatmyofficeanthoga.

Ephraim,IjustgotovertheMirandadrama,which

foryoursakeIhopeitsover,Iamnotstartinga

Malebogasaga,Iswear.Controlbathobagago

mothowaModimo,Ican’tstandforsuchnonsense.

AndIamtakingAedirwetoapediatricpsychiatrist,

gatwetheyhaveoneatthatSereneMindsplace.

EPHRAIM:Thehellyouare…mychildwon’tbea



pillzombie.Iheardofsomeonewhohadachildlike

Aeandthetookhimtoatraditionaldoctor,andit

helped.

Sapeloburstoutlaughing.

SAPELO:What?Youareserious?Iswearnextyou

aregonnatellmetotakehimtooneofthose

celebritypastor!Sir.Isaid,Iamtakingmychildtoa

PROFESSIONAL!Informing.Notaskingfor

permission.Ihaveentertainedyourdramafortoo

longandmyboyneedshelp.Traditionaldoctor

indeed.

Shelaughedandshookherheadasshewalkedoff

tothebedroom,rubbingherbumpandprayingthis

onewasnotlikeAedirwe.

************
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Sapeloarrivedhomefromthepaediatric



psychiatristwithmedication.Shesattogive

Aedirwe.

Ephraimsnatchedthewholepacketandallthe

othersandwenttoflushthemdownthetoilet.

EPHRAIM:Itoldyouwearenotgivingmysonthat

shit!

SAPELO:Wow!Youareunbelievable.Ephraim,if

youstandonthewayofmysongettingthe

treatmenthesoverymuchneed,Iwilldivorceyour

assandgetsolecustodysinceyoucan’tbeadult

enoughtomakedecisionsforhim.

EPHRAIM:Wow!Thereitgoes!‘Ephraim,Iwillleave

you’,everytimeyoudon’tgetyourway.Doyou

knowhowmuchitfuckingsuckstobetoldby

someoneyoulovethatyouareirreplaceable?Wow.

Hetookhiscarkeyandwalkedoff.

SAPELO:Ephraim…wait…Ididn’tmean…

EPHRAIM:No,fuckyou,Sapelo.Ican’tbelieveyour

disrespectfulasswasactuallygonnagivemychild

thanshit.Andagainyouthrowthedivorceword?



I’mtiredofthisshit.Ifyouwantadivorcesomuch,

whydon’tyoujustsayso.

Hegotinhiscaranddroveoffangrily.

************

MasedisatinthebedroomlookingattheDebonairs

number.

Shefinallydialledandthevoicethatansweredwas

ayoungergirl.

HER:Hello?Hello?Ijo…

MASEDI:Youknowthemanyouaremessingwith

ismarriedright?

HER:(laughing)Whichonewouldthatbe?

MASEDI:Ebiletheyaremany?Haeyouarecalled

Debonairskwa!That’showheviewsyou.

Somethinghegetsfromtimetotimewhenheis

bored.

HER:(laughing)So,whyyouworkeduphun?Don’t

beblamingmeforyounotbeingabletokeepaman.

Imean,Idon’tgethowawomanthatlookslikeyou

wouldhaveaproblemkeepingaman,youmust



suckinbed.(shelaughedandhungup)

Masedicalledheragain.

MASEDI:Littlegirl,Isaidleavemymanalonedon’t

thinkIcan’tfindyou…

MASEDI:Ohhun,youdon’thavetolooktoofar.The

nameisKhethiwe.YoucancallmeKitty,Khitty

KhettonFacebookandInsta.IstayinBluetown.

ShouldIWhatsAppyouapicturetoo?

Masedihungupangrilyandwenttocheckonthe

kids.Shegavethemsnacksandputcartoonson

forthem thenlockedherselfinthebathroom,

runningtheshowertocoverhercries.

***********

ThenextdayintheeveningLetangwalkedintothe

resortwithasmile.Abouttwomonthsago

Boitumelohadstartedtobeawareofreality,and

hadbeenprogressingsowellshewasactually

beingdischargedtoday.

Shesatonthelobbywaitingandranoverand

huggedhim.



TheCubanjuniorpsychologistwhohadbeenher

primarydoctorsincethepsychiatristwhoowned

thisplacetransferredhertohimamonthago

approachedthemandsatinthelobbywiththem

chatting.

DR:Younglady,Iexpecttoseeyouhereoutpatient

everyWednesdayfornow.Collectallyour

prescriptionsandyouarefreetogo.

Shehuggedthedoctorhappily.

BOITUMELO:ThankyouDr.Jordan!Seeyounext

Wednesday!

Letangtookherbagandtheywenttothecar.

BOITUMELO:Gosh!Itfeelslikeabrandnewworld!

Eightmonthsinthere!Wow…

LETANG:I’mjustgladyouareallgood.Iamso

happytoseetherealyou.So,kogammaBoitumelo?

Shelookeddownandbitherjerseysleeve

nervously.

LETANG:WhatisitBoity?

BOUTUMELO:MamagottransferredtoMahalapye



lastmonth.Isortofdon’thaveaplacetostayin

FrancistownandIhavetoseeDr.Jordanevery

Wednesday,soo…maybeifIcallmyfriend…

LETANG:Hey,myplaceisyourplace.Comeon.

BOITUMELO:Thankyou.Iamreallysorryabout

whenI…

LETANG:Hey,wetalkedaboutthat.Youwerenot

well.It’sallforgotten.

**********

Masedifinallywipedhertearsandwenttothe

kitchenwhenLetangwalkedinwithBoitumelo.

MASEDI:So,Boitumeloisgonnabecrushinghere.

Sheneedsaplacetostay…

Masedijustshookherheadsadly.

MASEDI:It’syourhousemonnawaModimo.Doas

youplease.

LETANG:Shecanmoveintotheguestbedroom.

Canyoufixherabed.

MASEDI:No.Ican’t.



Shewalkedofftothekitchen.

LETANG:Boity,lookhowbigBoycieis!Don’tyou

wannaholdhim?

BOITUMELO:DoIhaveto?

LETANG:Ithoughtyouwouldhavemissedhim.

BOITUMELO:Idon’tknowhim.

LETANG:Come.On,Iknowit’sweird…buttry..Pick

himup.

BoitumelotriedtopickupBoycieandheranoffand

hidbehindMasedi.

LETANG:Comeon,letmegogetyousettled.Clean

beddingisinthewardrobe.

BOITUMELO:I’llmoveoutassoonadIcan.

LETANG:Noplease…Stayaslongasyouwant.

Shehuggedhimandthengavehimashykiss.

************

Masedifedthekidsandbathedthem,thentucked

intobedbeforesheshoweredandlaidinbed.



LetangwasstillinBoitumelo’sbedroomandonly

cametotheirroomaroundmidnight.

LETANG:Sedi?Orobetse.

Sheignoredhim.

LETANG:WhatwasIsupposedtodoMasedi,she

hadnowheretogo.

MASEDI:IsaiddowhatyoulikemonnawaModimo.

Itdoesn’tevenmatteranymore.Anyway,Icalled

Debonairsmaabane.Fromyourphone.

LETANG:Youwentthroughmyphone?Whatthe

fuck,Masedi?

MASEDI:Isthatwhat’simportantrightnow?You

arecheatingonmeLetang!Andyoubroughtyour

babymamatolivewithus!Allyouareworried

aboutismegoingthroughyourphone?

LETANG:Youviolatedmyprivacy!Youpullthatshit

againI’mgonnabeatyourass.

MASEDI:ThenbeatmeLetang,becauseIcan’tkeep

quietwhenyouaredoingallthisrubbish!

LETANG:I’mgoingtosleepinBoycie’sroom.Nxla!



*********

Boitumelolaidinherbedtalkingtohermother.

MOTHER:Tutu,areyousureaboutthis?Whatifyou

regress?

BOITUMELO:Iwon’t.Iactedonemotionslasttime

mama.Ihavelearnttoputmyemotionsasidenow.

MOTHER:Tutu…

BOITUMELO:Seriouslymama.Iamgood.Butthis

girlenesheisgoingtosuffer,autwa!Thesenext

fewmonthsaregonnabehellforher!Everysingle

fuckingthingIwentthroughwasbecauseofher…

sheisgonnasuffer.

MOTHER:Idon’tdisagree.Iamjustworried.

BOITUMELO:Don’tbe.IknowwhatIamdoing.

Masedididallthistome.I’mgonnamakeherfeel

whatit’sliketoloseyourmind.I’mgonnatake

everythingawayfromher,likeshetookeverything

awayfromme.Wagotswamoka

mopakwananyanawagagwehela.Kooreeveryone

whohurtme.Kgosi...Thosegirlsinprison...



Masedi...Leyang...Anyway,nitenitemumzy.Love

you.

************
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Ephraimwokeupearlyinthemorning.Ithadbeen

twoweeksofconstantfighting.Sapelowasso

angryabouthimthrowingawaythemedication,and

hewasmadatherforgoingbehindhisback,and

thatwhiledivorcething.Shehadgonebacktothe

doctorandgotmorepills,butEphraimhadjusttold

Aedirwetohidethemunderhistongueandspit

themoutlater.

SapelowasstillsleepingasEphraimtiptoedfrom

theirroomandwenttoAedirwe’sroom,pickingup

thesleepingboyandsnuckoutsidewherehis

boss’scarwaswaiting.

BOSS:Areyousureaboutthis?



EPHRAIM:Sapelowillneveragreetotakinghimtoa

traditionalhealer.Thisistheonlyway.

BOSS:Theladyismywife’sauntandhashelpedus

alot.Idon’treallybelieveinthisshitman,butshe

hashelpedusinsomethings.Maybeplacebo,I

don’tknow…

EPHRAIM:It’sworthatry.Betterthanhimbeinga

zombieinthatmedication.Let’sgo.

**********

WhenSapelowokeup,shesawEphraimcarrying

Aedirwebackintohisroom.

SAPELO:Whereareyoutwofrom?

EPHRAIM:Uhm…hemusthavebeensleepwalking.

Ifoundhimsleepinginthecarpet.

SAPELO:Hesleepwalks?Damn.Weshouldnever

leavethekeyonthedoor,otherwisehewillgoout.

Babe,canwetalk?Ihatethesituationbetweenus

rightnow.

EPHRAIM:(sighing)Ok

Shetookhishandandledhimtothesofa,then



wenttomakethemsomecoffeeandbrought

scones.

SAPELO:Firstly,IwanttoapologiesforsayingIwill

divorceyou.It’sabadhabitofmineandIknowit

musthurt.IknowIwillbehurtifyousaidthesame

tome.Iwilldomybesttoneversayitagain.

EPHRAIM:Ihopeyoureallymeanthatbabe…it

sucks,IfeellikeIdon’tmattertoyou.

SAPELO:Aw,I’msosorry.Youdomattertome.

Andalso…Idon’tknow.Themedicineseemstonot

beworking…atthispointIamwillingtotryanything.

Soifyouknowanyofthosepeople…wecantake

him.

EPHRAIM:Oh…

SAPELO:Isn’tthiswhatyouwanted?AndIam

reallywillingtotryanything.Iwantmysontobeok.

EPHRAIM:(lookingdown)Uhm…ok…yea…Iwill

findapersonwewillgoto.Ihavetoseemymother

aboutsomething.

*********



IthadbeenaabouttwoweekssinceBoitumelo

movedin.

Masedicamebackfromchurchandfound

Boitumelosleepinginthecouch.

Boyciepickedupacondomwrapperfromthefloor.

BOYCIE:Mama,candy!Iwantcandy.

HeheldituptoMasedi.

MASEDI:(snatchingitaway)OhmyGod,whatthe

helliswrongwithyoupeople?Childrenliveherefor

fuck’ssake!Boycie,come,letmewashyourhands

andIwillgiveyoualolly.

Shegavethekidssnacksandpickedupallthe

emptysnackwrappersaroundBoitumelo.So

typicalofhercousin.Theyalwayshadtopickup

afterher.

Letangwalkedinveryexcited.

LETANG:ItoldyouthiswastherealdealMasedi!

Checkthisout!FirstseminarCullumdid.Ijustgot

myP63000!Notwhatwehad,butdamn!That

muchintwoweeks!Thisisjustthebeginning.



BOITUMELO:Oh,that’sawesome!Youshouldtake

mesomewhereniceandsunny!DrJsaysaholiday

shoulddomegood,afterbeingcoopedupforall

thatlong.IheardMozambiquehasbeautiful

beaches.

LETANG:Awesome,wecouldleaveby…

MASEDI:Areyouseriousrightnow?Thekids’

schoolfeesisdue!WeneedtoorderPercy’s

medicine.Andyouhavenojob!

LETANG:Wouldyourelax?Moremoneyiscoming

inonTuesday.Kidsschoolfeesisonlydueon

Wednesday,andPercystillhavemedicationfora

month.RightnowthegoalistogetBoitybackto

herbestself,andifadoctorsayaholidayiswhat

sheneeds,thenthat’swhatshegets.

MASEDI:Thatmoneyisallwehavebetweenusand

poverty.Aholidayisthelastthingweneed!

BOITUMELO:(laughing)We?Oh,youarenot

coming,darling.Also,maybeyoushouldgetajob?

Ohwait.Youhavenoqualificationsposttheform

threeyoufailed.



MASEDI:Shutthehelluplooney.Youdon’tgeta

say.Letang,therewillbenoholiday.

LETANG:Well,it’sagoodthingyoudon’tgetasay

becauseyoudon’tmakeanymoney.Boity,gopack.

I’mgoingouttomeetwiththeboys.

Masediwenttofixthekidslunch,leavingBoycie

watchingPeppaPigonherphone.

Ah,sincethatbitchlovedsendingtextssomuch…

BoitumelosnatchedthephoneawayfromBoycie

andswappeditwithhers,theywentthrough

Masedi’sphone.

Noincriminating messagesoranything…

Shewenttothephotosandkeptscrolling.

Ohmy

Jackpot.

Nudes.

ItmusthavebeenforwhenLetanghadgonefora

triporsomething.

Ononesheonlyworeredstilettoes,sittingona



benchwithherlegswideopen.

Howonearthdidthisdummynotknowshewas

dropdeadgorgeous?ButthenMasediwasstupid

likethat.

BoitumelofoundMasedi’sFacebookapp.Her

Facebookasloggedin,withallthepristinelittlelife

shelikedtopretendshehad.Matchingoutfitswith

thekids,Instagramtypeofmeals…familyholidays…

Boitumelouploadedthenudephotoandtyped

randomletterswithit,thenpostedit,tryingnotto

laugh.Shequicklyswappedthephoneback,giving

BoycieMasedi’sphone.

Letthegamesbegin.

************

LetangsatwithEphraimdrinkingastheywaitedfor

theirfriends.

LETANG:Masalusaysyouandmmegotintoitthis

morning?Whatdidshedonow?

EPHRAIM:(sighing)Mmeisannoying.Ineedinfo

fromheraboutme…formyson’sbenefit.Andshe



justwon’ttellme.

LETANG:Cryptic…doIwannaknowwhattheinfois

about?

PhadzaarrivedbeforeEphraimcouldanswer,then

Bolokang.

Theysatdrinkingandmakingidletalkforabit.

Bolokanglaughedandexclaimedloudly.

BOLOKANG:Ohdamn!Fuck,Lets,youlucky

bastard!Damn!

LETANG:Whatisit?

Hehandedhimthephone.

LETANG:Ohfuck,fuck,fuck!

HetookhisphoneandstartedcallingMasedi.After

afewringsshefinallypickedup.

MASEDI:Hey…sorryItooklong.Boyciehadmy

phone.

LETANG:Don’tgivethechildyourphonewhenyou

havenotdeletedphotoslikethat,forfuck’ssake

Masedi!Itoldyoutoalwaysdeleteafteryousend



them.God!

MASEDI:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

LETANG:ThephotoyousentwhenIwasinatrip

lastyear!Redstiletto…chair…checkyourFacebook.

MASEDI:What?Thatphoto?Facebook?OhmyGod!

Pleasesayyouarejoking!

LETANG:Itoldyoutostopgivinghimthephone!

MASEDI:Someofusdon’thaveanythingtohide,so

ifthechildwantstowatchBenandHolly,thenIgive

himthephone.OhmyGod,Letang!Wait…butthat

photoisprobablytwothousandphotosfrombeing

thefirst,howwouldheskipallthoseandgettothat

one?

Shehungupthephoneandwenttoherprofileand

deletedthephoto.Butpeoplewerealreadytagging

herinotherprofileswheresomeonehad

downloadeditanduploadedagain.

ItcouldonlybeBoitumelo’sdoing.

Sherantothelivingroomandgrabbedherbythet-

shirt,slappingherhard.



MASEDI:Whathaveyoudoneyoucrazybitch!Oh

myGod,Boitumelo!

BOITUMELO:(laughing)Niceshot…theworldis

lovingit!Ihavealreadybeentaggedineleven

accountsthatrepostedit.Thisisjustthebeginning,

bitch.BythetimeIamdonewithyou,ypu’llhave

nothing.Benothing…andyouwillknowexactly

whatisliketoloseyourmind.

***********

WhenLetanggothome,Masediwasintheir

bedroomcrying.

LETANG:Idon’tevenknowwhatyouarefucking

cryingaboutwhenallthisisyourfault!

MASEDI:ItwasNOTBoycie!Heknowsheisnot

allowedtotouchanythingbuttheYouTubeapp.

LETANG:Andtwoyearsoldsaresofamousfor

followingrules,right?

MASEDI:Iamtellingyouitwasnothim.Heskipped

allthesephotosandwentforthemostdamning

one?ItwasBoitumelo.



LETANG:That’syourmove.Boitumeloisnotlike

you.

MASEDI:IbetifItoldyoushe’llkidnapandbeatthe

shitoutofyou,you’dhavesayshe’dneverdothat,

butithappened,didn’tit?

LETANG:Shutthefuckup,yourfuckingpussyis

outtherefortheworldtosee,howdoyouthinkI

feelasyourhusband?

MASEDI:SeriouslyLetang,Idon’tknowhowshegot

thedoctorstoletherout,butBoitumeloisnotok.I

amworriedaboutthekids....whatifshelosesitand

hurtsthem?

LETANG:Thehighestqualificationyouhaveisa

formthreecertificatewithabunchif‘E’s,andyou

wannaarguewithdoctorswhoactuallywentto

schoolforthisshit?Idon’tknowhowlongIcan

fuckingdothisMasedi!Ireallydon’t.

MASEDI:Dowhat?

LETANG:Allofthisshit!Nxla!Everyfuckingbody

toldmeIwaswrongaboutyou.AndIdidn’tlisten.



MASEDI:Idon’tevengethowanyofthisismyfault!

Whyareyouangryayme?

Hecussedloudlyandhisphonerangwith‘MARA’

onthescreen.

LETANG:Heybabe…

MARA:Isawyourwifemakingtherounds…hooot!

LETANG:Iam sofuckingstressedand

embarrassedrightnow.

MARA:Whydon’tyoupopbymyplaceandI’llmake

itbetter?

Masedisnatchedthephonefromhim.

MASESI:Heismarriedyoucheatshit…

Letangstruggledforthephonewithher,slapping

her,thenpunchingheronthestomach.Whenshe

doubledover,hepunchedheragainandshefellto

thegroundcrying.Letangkickedherrepeatedlyon

thestomach.

PenelopeopenedthedoorwithBoyciebehindhim.

PENELOPE:OhmyGod,whatareyoudoingdaddy!



Mama!Mama!(crying)

SheranoverandstoodbetweenMaseditoblock

herfromtheattack,whileBoycieattackedLetang,

bitinghislegandscreamingathim.

Letangangrilyshookhimoffastheboyfellback,

thenLetangwalkedoff.

Boitumelomethimatthemaindoor.

BOITUMELO:Babe,whenareweleavin4

LETANG:Uhm..Inthemorning.Wecandriveto

Gaboroneandcatchaflight.Igottahead

somewhererightnow.

HewentofftothecaranddrovetoMara’splace.

Masedicameoutoftheirroomdraggingherself,

withthekidscryingafterherasshehadbruisesin

herfaceandbloodtrickleddownherleg.

MASEDI:Boity,canyouwatchthebabieswhileI

drivetothehospital?

BOITUMELO:Didyouhelpmeinanywayatallwhen

IwaslayinginfrontofthishouseafterLetangbeat

meup?Fuckyou.



MASEDI:Boitumelo,please…

BOITUMELO:Aww,sorrycuzlove.Keatswa.

Shewalkedofftotheroadandcaughtataxi.

Masedisighedandloadedthekidsinthecar,

wincingateverymove,thendroveherselftothe

hospital.

*********

Boitumeloarrivedbackhomeaftertwohours.She

satinherroomthinkingaboutearlier.Wow!That

hadturnedoutsomuchbetterthanshehad

expected!

Yea,bitch,howdoesitfeeltohaveamanyou

trustedandlovebeatyoutoapulp?

Thisbitchwasgettingtenfoldofeverything

Boitumelowentthrough.

Wow…ok…timetoswitchthisthingup.

Shehadnoplaninitially,butitwascomingtoher…

Masedihadtofeeleverythingshefelt…gothrough

everythingshewentthrough.



Mhhh…

Thebitchhadcalledheraliarwhenshetriedtotell

Letangshewasraped.

Anaughtysmilecameacrossherfaceasshe

thoughtofhowOtengtoldheraboutthedarkweb

andhowitwasaccessed.

Afterseveraltrials,shemanagedtoaccessit.

Shewenttoachatroomthattalkedaboutsexual

fantasies.

Gosh,peoplewerevulgar.

Hopefullyshecouldfindsomethinghere.

Sheenteredachatroomtalkingaboutsexual

fantasies.

Shereadthroughthentypes.

‘I’mtotallyintorapefantasy,butcan’tfindanyone

todoit.Shareyourexperience.’

Shegotalotof‘whereareyou’sand‘Icandoit’.

IaminatinyAfricancountrycalledBotswana.



Thiswasalongshotanyway.Mehtherewouldbe

otherthings.

Thensomeoneprivatemessagedher.

‘IamtouringBotswananextmonth.Iwillbegoing

toaplacecalledKasane,thenMaun,andGaborone.

Ifyouarenearanyofthose,I’llindulgeyour

fantasies.

‘Wow…awesome.I’minFrancistown.It’sthein

betweenofwhereyouaregoing.I’llgiveyoumy

addresswhenyouarehere.ThisismySkype.Just

dropmealinewhenyouarrive.’

‘Cool…whatdoyoulike?’

‘Loadsofsadism.Choke,bite,slap,hairpulling,go

allout…upyouralley?'

‘Definitely!’

Whensheconcludedtheconversationshesmiled.

‘let’sseehowyoulikebeingcalledaliarafteryou

getraped,bitch.’

NowallshehadtodowasgetLetangandthekids

outofthehouseonthatdate,andleaveakey



wheretheguywouldfindit…

Wow…herplanwascomingoutnicely.

Shesatsmilingthinkingofhowthescenariowill

playout.

Ofcourseaftergoingthroughthenudessagaand

thisupcomingone…withadeterioratingmarriage…

MasediwillblameBoitumelo,andtakeitouton

Boitumelo’sson…

BoitimelowillmakesurethereislotsofDNAall

overthehouse…blood…clothesburied

somewheretheycanbefound…

Thebitchwillgotoprisonformurderofher

stepson…Letangwillgethisheartbroken,and

Boitumelowillfinallyleaveandgoreunitewiththat

littlebratandherlover,andtheywillbeofftoisland

lifewiththemoneytheywereabouttoget.

EventuallyBoyciewouldlearntoloveheror

whatever….otherwiseitwouldhavetobeoffto

boardingschoolwithhim.

Yup,thiswassuchaperfectplan.



Sherubbedherhandstogetherwithasmile.This

wasexciting.

***********
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Sapelowakedintotheresorttoconsultwiththe

pediatricpsychiatristagain.

Shepassedanofficewherevoiceswhereraised.

‘SeriouslyJordan!Youconsortedwithasomewhat

stableoutpatienttoreleaseatotallyunstable,

shouldfullybelockeduppatientinmyabsence!For

what,somepussy!'

‘Butdoctor,yousaidshewasprogressingwell

whenyoutransferredhertome.’

‘Whatpartofthaysay‘releaseher’toyou!Areyou

crazy?’



‘MaraleeSanderswashelpingher,shetoldmeher

experience,howbeingoutpatienthadactually

helpedherbestable!Ijustthought…‘

‘TutuisnotlikeMaralee!Sheisadangertoherself

andthosearoundher!Don’tyougetit?Thewoman

hasfivepersonalities,onedaysheisasweetfive

yearsold,thenextsheisapsychotickillerfemme

fatale!Youneverknowwhoyouaregonnaget!We

needtofindherbeforeshehurtssomeoneor

herself.

**********

MaseditriedLetang’snumberagain,butitwasn’t

goingthrough.

NURSE’Look,MrsThebe,weletyoukeepthe

childrenovernight,buttheycan’tbehere.Whenis

yourhusbandcoming?

MASEDI:(nervoyslaugh)Youknow,soldiersand

theirworkprotocols.Mymotherinlawwenttothe

fields,letmecheckmysisterinlaw.

ShedialledSapelo’snumberreluctantly.



SAPELO:Masedi?

MASEDI:Hey,mayIaskforafavor?

SAPELO:Sure

MASEDI:Canyoucomepickmykidsupatthe

hospitalrightnow?Iamadmitted.

SAPELO:OhmyGod,whathappened?

MASEDI:Anotherthing,pleasedon’taskquestions.

Idon’thavethestrengthforitrightnow.Iwilltext

youthedetails.

SAPELO:Ok,I’llbetheresoon.

***********

LetanglaidinbedasMarakissedhim.

MARA:Yousee?TheP63000camethrough.And

guesswhat?Cullumiswillingtosellusanother

12.5%each.

LETANG:Idon’thavemuchmoney.JustthatP63

000.

MARA:Yourbitcoins.Sellthemalltohimfor

another12.5%share.ImagineinsteadofP63000,



yougetaP120000withthesepayments!Ialready

donemine.NextpayoutisonTuesday,buttheone

afterthatyoucouldbeearningP120000aseminar!

Shesaidasshestraddledhim,slidingherselfinto

himandgyratedherhipsastheybothmoaned.

LETANG:That’sactuallynotabadidea.Ok.Mhhhh,

that’ssogoodbabe.

**********

SapelowalkedintoMasedi’sroomandgavethe

kidssomesnacks.

SAPELO:Ibroughtyoumageu.

Sapelowatchedherasshetriedtosip,wincingin

pain.

SAPELO:Letangdidthisdidn’the?

MASEDI:No,Ibumpedintothewall.

SAPELO:Thenthewallbeatyouupforit?

PENELOPE:No,aunty,itwasdaddy.Hewaskicking

herandItriedtoprotecther.

MASEDI:Pennyeatyoursnacksandwatchyour



siblings.YouguysbegoodforauntySasa,ok?

Sapelo,pleasepickupafewoftheirclothesfrom

home.Hereisthekey.Thanks.Ioweyou.

***********

Afterdroppingthekidsathome,Sapelodroveto

Letang’shouse.

ShefoundLetangandBoitumelopackingabag.

SAPELO:YouknowLetang,Iusedtolikeyou.I

thoughtomotho!WhatyoudidtoMasedi…

BOITUMELO:Canwehelpyou?

SAPELO:Yourwifeisinthehospitalbatteredup.

Yourkidsspentanightinamattressinahospital

room.Legaletheyarewithmenow.Ijustcamefor

theirclothes.

Shewentpastthemandgotthekidsclothesand

droveoff.

LETANG:BabemaybeIshouldgoseethekids…

BOITUMELO:(whining)Butwewillmissourflight.

WeneedtogettoGaboronesoon.



LETANG:I’lljust…

BOITUMELO:Ifsomethingwaswrong,Sapelo

wouldhavetoldyou.

LETANG:But…

BOITUMELO:Legalego…it’sjust…DrJsaidthe

soonerIcangetinarelaxedplacethebetterIwill

starttofeel.Thishousehasbadmemoriesanyway,

allIrememberisyouhitting….

LETANG:Okmylove,let’sgo…

************

MasedilaidinherbedroomtryingLetang’snumber

again.Stillnotgoingthrough.Shecouldn’tbelieve

shehadlostthispregnancybeforesheevenknew

shewaspregnant.Awholefourmonths!Shehad

nevergotherperiodbackyetaftergivingbirth,so

shemusthavegottenpregnantwhenthebabywas

fourmonthsold.

Andthehardestthingwasthatthedoctorswanted

themiscarriagetocompletenaturally,theyfeareda

D&Ccouldscarheruteruswhichhadalready



sufferedtwoplacentaabruptions.

Sonowshewasstillcarryingherdeadbabywithin

herbody.

Shedidn’twantanyoneseeinghercrying,soshe

pulledherselfintosittingandhobbledherwayto

thetoilets.

Sheslammedintothebathroomdoorandentered,

closingitbehindher.Shejustbrokedown.The

sobspunchedthrough,rippingthroughhermuscles,

bones,andguts.Shepressedherforeheadagainst

thegrimystalldoorandbegantoletherheartyank

inandoutofherchest.Itpulledbackinlikeayoyo.

Overandover.Inandout.Shewashollow.Herlife

crumbledinherfingertips…asmuchasshewas

cryingforherlostbaby,shealsomournedtheloss

ofinnocenceshesawonherlittlegirlasshe

beggedandpleadedwithLetangtostop,tryingto

protecttheonlymothersheeverknewwithher

littlebody.Thebetrayal…thefear…

Inthatoneincident,Letanghaddamagedthatlittle

girl,anditwasgoingtotakealottoundowhatwas



done.

*************

AfteraweekholidayinginMozambique,Letangsat

intheirsuitewaitingformoremoneytocomeas

theyhadranoutoftheP63000,whatwithhotelbills,

expensiverestaurantsandBoitumelo’sshopping.

Butshewasinhighspirits,laughingandrunning

aboutinthebeachhappily.Anditwarmedhisheart

somuchtoseehersmile.Hewatchedherinthe

phoneoutsideinthebalcony,hercutelittlebrow

frowned.

**********

BoitumelosatinthebalconytalkingtoMara.

BOITUMELO:Butmyplan…Iwanthertoget

everythingthat’scomingtoherand…

MARA:Thereisnotime.StupidassJordan

confessedeverythingtothatannoyingDrV,and

theyarelookingforyou.Babe.Iftheyfindyou,you

gonnabesentback,andthistimeitwon’tbeSerene

MindssinceLetangisbroke!It’sgonnabefucking

Sbrana!



BOITUMELO:OhmyGod,no!

MARA:Exactly.So,fuckthat.Thebestrevengeis

livingourbestlife.Ialreadyscoredyoua

sponsorshipforyourdegreeandformymasters

throughacontact.Butyouneedtoleave.Now.Iam

buyingyouaticketoutsideMozambiqueandwe

willmeetatO.RTambotogetourflight.

BOITUMELO:WhatdoIsaytoLetang?

MARA:Ditchthefucker.

BOITUMELO:Ok.

Shehungupandwentinside,goingtothebedroom

andslippingherpassportintoheryogapants

pockets,thentherestofthecashedmoneythey

hadleft.

BOITUMELO:Heybabe…Iwannagowalkalongthe

beach,youknow…justtoclearmymind.

LETANG:Cool,letmejustwearmy…

BOUTUMELO:It’sok.Ifeellikebeingaloneforabit.

LEYANG:Oh…ok,sure.



Shewalkedoffforabit,whenshewasoutofsight

fromtheirhotelroom,shedetouredandcaughta

taxitotheairport.

***********
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SevenMonthsback

MaraleesatintheSereneMindsgardensstaring

intospace.

Shedidnotbelonghere,shethought.

Evenifshewastheonewhocheckedherselfin

AfterbothherparentsdiedinacarcrashMarahad

slowlyfallenintoapatternofselfdestructive

behavior,toapointshelostherjob.

Drugshadprovidedawayout,butshestarted

losingcontrolofherlifetothewhitesubstance.



Shedidnotdolosecontrol.Soshecheckedherself

inheretohelpwiththeaddiction.Theidiots

diagnosedherwithBorderlinePersonalityDisorder.

Andnarcissism.Likethatwasabadthing.

Shelookedattheweirdgirlwhousuallysatina

cornercoloringinkidsbooks.

Todayshewasnotcoloring.Neitherwasshe

wearingthattoomuchpinkandholdingateddy.Oh

no.

Sheworeawhitedeepcleavagesilkblousethat

showedhertooperfectbreasts.Theyevenlooked

betterthanMara’sboughtones…shematchedit

witharedplaidskirtthathadathighhighslit,ankle

boots,andveryalluringsmokyeyemakeup,herhair

piledintoahighbun.

ShestrolledoverandsatatMara’stable.

MARA:Thisseatistaken.

HER:Youprobablymistookmeforsomeonewho

givesashit.I’mYenffer.

Marachuckled.



MARA:Maralee.Whatareyouinherefor?

YENFFER:CauseIhaveacocktailinmyhead?One

ofusseemstothinkit’saproblemthough,sohere

weare.

Ok,thisgirlwasatotallycuckoobanana.

YENFFER:Wannagogetnaughty?

ShewinkedatMara,leaningforwardswithherchin

restingonherchin.Herarmsweresqueezinginher

cleavage,makingherboobsalmostspilloutofher

top.

YENFFER:(laughing)Iknewyouwereintogirls!

Come.On.

MARA:Wearesupposedtobegettingsomeairor

whatever.

YENFFER:Youdon’tstrikemeassomeonewho

followstherules.Comeon.(whispering)Iknowa

wayofavoidingallthehallwaycameras.PlusIgot

booze.

MARA:Wherethehelldidyougetthat?

YENFFER:Ihavemywaysdarlin’.



Maralaughedandfollowedafterthecrazygirlwith

ahypnotizingsmile.

Theygotinherbedroom,andshetookouta

cellphone.

MARA:What?Ithoughtphoneswerenotallowed

heresowedon’thaveanydistractions,justfocus

onourhealingblahblah.

YENFFER:(laughing)LikeIsaid,gotways.

Sheturnedonthephonecameraandstarted

scanningaround.

MARA:Whatareyoulookingfor?

YENNFER:Youknowhowwhenyoubringaphone

tooclosetoalaptopyousometimesget

interference?Samehappenswithalivesurveillance

camera.Don’task.Oneofusdatedadetective.

Anyway,nocamerasinhere.Good.

Shereachedintoasmallslashinhermattressand

pulledoutabottleofwine.

MARA:Oh,wine!Gloriousvino!Beautifulandred.

Oh,howIhavemissedyoumylove.Letmeatit.



YENFFER:(laughing)earnit.Takeoffanitemof

clothingandIwillgiveyouasip

MARAlaughed.

MARA:Youarecrazy

YENFFER:(laughing)Youdon’tknowthehalfofit.

Marasashayedoutofherpantyunderherdress

andthrewitonYenffer’sface.Theybothgiggledas

Yenffersmelledthepantyandputitonthebed,

thenputthewinebottleonMara’slipsforasip.

YENFFER:Nottoomuch,greedy.Now,myturn.

Shemaneuveredarounduntilshehadpulledout

herbra,doingalittledance.

**************

PRESENTDAY

Boitumelowalkedacrosstheairportdraggingher

feet.

Marareachedherandhuggedher.

MARA:Ourflightisinanhourbabe!Theyjust

startedboarding.



BOITUMELO:(whining)ButIdon’twannago.Iwant

myteddy.

MARA:Tutu,letmetalktoYenffer.

BOITUMELO:No.Idon’tlikeher.Sheismeanand

doesbadthings.

MARA:Oh,Idon’thavetimeforthis,youbrat!Ok,let

talktoMello.

BOITUMELO:No

MARA:Listen,youlittleshit.IneedYenffer..Ifyou

don’tgethertome,Iwilldragyourinsolentlittleass

tothebathroomanddrownyouinthesink.

BOITUMELO:Youcan’tdothat!

MARA:Oh?

Shedraggedhertothedisabledtoilets,lockedit

andfilledthelowsink,thenpushedherheadinthe

waterandwatchedherflailuntilshefeltastrong

elbowinhergut.

MARA:Owww!Yen!

BOITUMELO:Trynottoactuallyhurtthebratnext



time,damnit!Justgentlytoforceherback.Ok.Got

mesomeniceclothes?Ihavenothing.Leftitallon

thehotel.

MARA:Yup.AllinclassicYentoo.Andmakeup.

BOITUMELO:That’smygirl…

Thirtyminuteslatertheywalkedoutinmatching

sexytracksuitsandsneakersastheirflightwas

gettingalastcall.

BOITUMELO:Wait…comehere.

Shekissedherandtookaphotoofthem.Thensent

ittoLetangbeforebreakingthesimcardand

throwingitinthetrashcan,thentookMara’shand

andtheywalkedthroughairportsecurity.

***********

Letanglaidinbedstartingtothinkaboutfollowing

Boitumelo.Shehadbeengoneforoverthreehours

now.

Hetriedherphoneanditwasoff.

Heranofftothebeachlookingforher.Shewas

nowheretobefound.



Whenhecameback,thereceptionistremindedhim

thathehadtopayforanothernightorcheckout.

God,whatwastakingMarasolong?

HetriedcallingMaraandherphonewasoff.No

moneyinhisaccountstill.

Thenamessagecamethroughhisphone.

FromBoitumelo.

‘Youthoughtyouwereplayingme?Boy,Ibeenyour

coach.Mygirlfrienddidagoodjob,huh?Nowyou

arebrokeandunemployed.Idiot.Bye. ’

Themessagewasfollowedbyapictureofherand

Marakissing.

What?

No,no!Thiscan’tbe!No!No!

HepacedaboutpanickedasnowbothBoitumelo

andMara’sphoneswereoff.

Afewhourslaterhestartedcallinghisfriends….



Noonewasofferinghimanymoney.Buthedidn’t

wanttoaskfromEphraimandhavetoexplainthe

wholestory.

Securityguardscametoescorthimoutoftheroom.

Hewalkedoutsidethehotelnotknowingwhereto

go…hehadnomoneyatall,hehadboughtonlyone

wayticketthinkinghe’dbuythereturnticketwhen

hegotthemoneyfromMara.

***********

Masedistoodinfrontofthepawnshopwithasigh.

Letanghadbeenignoringherandenjoyinghis

holiday.Nowtherewasnomoney,Percy’s

medicationneededtobeorderedagain,almostno

foodnow,thiswholeweektheyhadbeeneating

whatSapeloboughtthem,andtheschoolwason

herneckaboutthekidsschoolfees.

Sapelohadhelpedenoughaskingagainwouldbe

toomuch.

Zhefeltthedizzyspellagain,holdingontothedoor

untilshefeltstrongenoughtowalkagain.



Shetookoutherweddingringandwalkedinsidethe

pawnshop.

*************

InthemorningLetangwokeupinthealleybehind

thehotelwherehehadhuddledinacornerandfell

asleep.

Hisphonelinewascutofffromroaming,hedidn’t

evenhaveanywayofcontactingpeople.

Hesighedandwalkedintothehotel,findingthe

recptionistandaskingtoborrowherphoneandpay

forit’susage.Thegirlgaveitreluctantlyaftersome

begging.

Hetypedamessagetohisbrother.

‘HeyEph,itsLets.CanyoufrontmeP5000quick.I

gottabuyaflightticket,butmymoneyisstuckon

fixed,andIusedthequickcashIhadonme.

Thanksbro’

************

EphraimsatinthelivingroomwithSapelohaving

breakfastwhenLetang’smessagearrived.



EPHRAIM:LetangwantstoborrowP5000.His

moneyisinfixdeposit,soheneeds…

SAPELO:Nope

EPGRAIM:But…

SAPELO:Isaidno.Letangtookallthemoney,

leavingMasediwiththekidswithnothing,andtook

hiscrazygirlfriendonholidaytoMozambique.Heis

lookingformoremoneytodrink,that’sall.

EPHRAIM:Letswouldneverlethiskidssuffer,he…

SAPELI:Letskilledhisownchild!Masediwas

pregnantandhebeathertoapulpandlefther

batteredandbruisedwiththreeyoungkids,togoto

hisothermistress.So.NoEphraim.Wearenot

lendingthatpieceofcrapnothing.Haelesengwe

letstakeittohiskidsee.

EPHRAIM:OhmyGod!Let’swouldneverdothat?I

can’tbelieveit.

HetookouthisnumberandcalledLetang,butit

wasn’tgoingthrough.Hecalledthenumberhehad

messagedwith.



Afterthereceptionistansweredandpassedthe

phonetoLetang

EPHRAIM:WhatthefuckLets,youbeatyourwifeto

amiscarriagethenleaveherallbloodiedonthe

floortogoonholidaywithamistress?

LETANG:What?

EPHTAIM:Don’tfucking‘what’meLetang.Whatthe

hellisupwithyou?

LETANG:What?WareMasediwas…

EPHRAIM:Apparentlysheonlyfoundoutshewas

pregnantatthehospitalwhenitwasalreadylost.I

hopethatlunaticisworthit.Andno,Iwon’tbe

givingyouanymoney.

LETANG:Ephraimplease…wait,waitdon’thangup.

Iuhm…Iamstuck…Ihadtosleepinanalleylast

nightandIhavenotickettoreturnhome.Please.

EPHRAIM:Soyouwastedallthemoneywiththat

looneyandnow…

LETANG:Ephplease…pleasebro.I’mbegging.IfI

hadanyotheroption,Iwouldn’tbeasking.



EPHRAIM:(sighing)I’llseewhatIcando.

Whenhehungup,Sapelowasstaringathim.

SAPELO:SeewhatIcandowaengkaIsaidno?

EPHRAIM:Babe,Iknowmybrother.Letanghastoo

muchpridetoaskforhelp.Ifheisasking,

somethingisreallywrong.

SAPELO:Yea,heranoutofmoneytoimpresshis

looney’swith.Wewon’tbesupportingthat,when

innocentkidssuffer.

EPHRAIM:Hesleptinanalley!

SAPELO:MathataagagoEphraim,isthatyouare

gullibletothoseyoucareabout.Ibetrightnowhe

issippingchampagne,withthatgirlonhischest

andlaughingabouthowhissillyolderbrotheris

abouttosendhimmoney.Gapebathobagalona

gankebabusamadi.

EPHRAIM:Ohmygod,seriously?‘bathobagarona’

Dothat’showitis?

SAPELO:youknowwhatImean.Almosteveryone

inyourfamilyowesusmoney!



EPHRAIM:Youcan’tincludeletsinthat!Wehave

neverhadtolendhimmoney,hemakeshisown.

SAPELO:It’sstillano.

EPHRAIM:Youdon’texpectmetoleavemybrother

onthestreetsofaforeigncountry,doyou?

SAPELO:Thatpersonislying!

EPGRAIM:IknowLets…heisnot.

SAPELO:Nnyaarradoasyouplease.Ke

ikopisetsangthogototakayouarenotinterestedin

discussingthisasacouple?Dowhatyouwant

Ephraim.

EPHRAIM:Don’tbelikethat…

SAPELO:Likewhat?Don’tstopyoufrombeingtake

foraride?Isaidno,Ephraim.

EPHRAIM:(yelling)Youarebeingimpossible!

SAPELO:(yelling)Andyouarebeinggullible!

EPHRAIM:Well.I’mnotleavingmybrotheronthe

streets!

Hepickeduphiscarkeysandwalkedoff,drivingto



thebank.

************

LetangfinallygotthemessagethatEphraimhad

transferredthemoney.Hepaidthereceptionistfor

usingherphone,thencaughtacabtotheairport.

*************

Letangfinallyarrivedhomeintheevening.Thefirst

thingthatcaughthisattentionwasthekids

screaming.

HeranintoMasedipassedoutonthefloor,her

dressbloodied.

Penelopestoodinfrontofhim,blockinghimfrom

Masediastearsrandownherlittleface.

PENELOPE:(crying)Don’thurther…don’thitmama,

look,sheisbleeding…don’thurther.

LETANG:Penny,baby,I’mnotgoingtohurther,I

justwant…

HespokeashekneltinfrontofMasedi.

Penelopepushedhimbackwithallhermightas



Boycieattackedhim,biting.

PENELOPE:(yelling)Leaveheralone!Leaveher

alone,Iwilltellthepolice.Thenursesaidifyouhurt

hersheshouldtellthepolice.Leaveheralone!

Herlittlebodyshookinsobsassheremembered

thelasttimeshesawherfather…thefistsandkicks

andhermother’sbloodasherfathercontinuallyhit

her.

ShecriedsomuchshecollapsedonMasediand

laidherheadonMasedi’schest,herlittlechest

heavingwithsobs,hervoiceweakandbegging

now.

PENELOPE:(crying)Pleasedaddy…please…Idon’t

wantmamatogotoheaven,whowilltakecareof

us…pleasedon’thitmama.

Letanglookeddownather,thefearinherbigeyes

sogreatandvivid.Hetriedtoreachoutandpickher

up,butsheflinchedandcoweredbackbehind

Masedi’slimpbodyonthefloor,pullingherbrother

withherandbeggingMaseditowakeupandhelp

them.



************
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15yearsback

Boitumelofoundhercousinsittingatthebackof

thehouse.Masediwasabiggirl,shewastwelve

andsooprettyandtall,Boitumeloalwaysthought.

ShewonderedifMasedilikeit…orhateditlike

Boitumelodid.Sheshouldaskher.

BOITUMELO:Sedi?

MASEDI:Hmmm?

BOITUMELO:CanIaskyousomething?

MASEDI:Ok

BOITUMELO:Doyoulike…likedoingwhatnicelittle

girlshavetodofortheirdaddies?

MASEDI:Whatdolittlegirlsdofortheirdaddies?

BOITUMELO:Youknow,likewhenheunzipshis



pantsandputhisboythingonyourmouthandyou

havetokissitandlickit?Alllittlegirlsdoit,daddy

saysthat.

Masedihadcoveredhermouthwithherhandin

shock.

MASEDI:(hervoiceshaking)didRra-Boitumelodo

thattoyou?

BOITUMELO:(noddingherhead)yes.ButIdon’tlike

it…doyoulikeit?

MASEDI:(crying)Tutu!Daddiesarenotsupposedto

dothattotheirkids.Myfatherdoesnotdothat!Oh

myGod!

TheysawmmaBoitumelocarparking,andMasedi

rantoherwipingtears.

MASEDI:MmaBoitumelo!RraBoitumeloodire

Boitumelodilotsedimaswe,heputhispeepeein

hermouthand…

TheslapthatcameacrossMasedi’sfacesenther

staggeringback.ThenmmaBoitumelowasallover

her,beatingagain.



MMABOITUMELO:Don’tfillmydaughter’shead

withsuchrubbish,youpieceofshit!Golomogo

ntshomogorongwaboloi!Howcanyouaccusemy

boyfriendofsuch!HeisherfatherforGod’ssake.

Haobonaoleledelajaanakosekolong,nxla!!Lets

go,Boitumelo!

Shesnatchedthelittlesixyearoldgirlandputher

inthecar,drivingoff.

Masedisatonthegroundcrying.Shewenttoher

grandmother’shouseandtoldherwhatBoitumelo

hadtoldher.

Thenextdaytherewasameeting.

MmaBoitumelodeniedit.

Boitumelodeniedit.

Masediwasbeatenupformakingsuchrumors

aboutadults.

************

PRESENT:

Afewhoursearlier.



Masedisatinthelivingroomchairfeelingweak.

Sheshouldgotothehospital.

Butwhataboutherkids?

Amessagecamethroughherphone.From

Boitumelo.

‘Iknowhe’sgonnabesafewithyou.Don’tunder

anycircumstancegivemychildtommaBoitumelo,

Masedi.Youknowwhathappenswhensheraisesa

child.Ifit’sanyconsolation,Iamsorryaboutthe

Letangthing.Itwasn’tme.Nomatterwhatyoudid

tome,Iamnotavengefulperson,youknowthat.I

forgiveyouforstealingmyboyfriend.Iforgiveyou

fordeletingmytexttoLetang,forlyingafteryou

attackedme…Iforgiveyou.Iknowyouwillraise

Boyciewell.AndyoudeservebetterthanLetang.

Haveagoodlife.Goodbye.’

Whatthehell.Whydidthissoundsofinale?

ShehatedBoitumelobecauseBoitumelowasthe

reasoneveryoneinthefamilyexceptherlate

grandmahatedMasedi.

AfterBoitumeloliedaboutrraBoitumelomolesting



her,mmaBoitumelostoppedhelpingoutMasedi’s

mom.Toldhershecan’thelppeoplewhoare

unappreciativeandcallherboyfriendachild

molester.

Thingsbecameharderathome.Masedi’sdadwas

notcopingtakingcareofthefamilyoncollecting

andsellingfirewood.Hebecamesuchabitterman

tillhejustleftforyears

Masedi’smotherremindedherofiteveryday.It

wasMasedi’sfaultherfatherleft.ItwasMasedi’s

faultmmaBoitumelowasn’thelpingthem.

‘Yousee,becauseofyourlies,mysisterwon’teven

helpme,mykidswillgotobedonanempty

stomach.’

ShewouldsayasshebeatupMasedi.

LifehadneverbeeneasyforMasedi,whatwiththe

bullyingatschool.Butnowthathomewasnever

peacetoo?Shebecameevenmorewithdrawnand

heralreadybadgradeswentdownhill.

Whileontheotherhandthelittleliarwaslivingher

bestlife,goingtoprivateschool,havingeverything



akidcouldeverdreamif…nicenewclothesevery

month,lotsoftoys,bighouse…nicefood.Shehad

destroyedMasedi’srelationshipwithMasedi’s

mother,yetBoitumeloandhermotheralways

seemedsocozy.

ThatwaswhenMasedihadstartedhating

Boitumeloevenintotheiradulthood.

Butstill,thatmessagewasscary,itsoundedalltoo

finite.WhatifBoitumelokilledherself?

Maseditriedcallingher,butBoitumelowasn’t

pickingup.

‘WhatthehellisthisBoitumelo.Goodbyeforwhat?

Whereareyougoing?’

Noreply.Shetriedtocallagain.Nope.Nowthe

phonewasn’tgoingthrough..?

Herheartwaspumpingsofastasshefrantically

triedtocall.OhmyGod,Boitumelowasgoingtokill

herself,wasn’tshe?OhGod…shehadtostopher.

Asshestoodup,herheartstillpumpingtoofast,

theworldwentintoaspinandbeforesheknewit,



shewassprawledflatonthefloor…thenlightsout.

***********

PRESENT

Letangparkedatthehospitalandaskedaguy

passingtohelphimholdthebaby,asLetang

carriedMasediandPenelopeandBoyciefollowed

behind.

Anursesawthemandcalledforagurney.Masedi

wasrushedtoaroomandtheywereleftstanding

thereasPenelopestaredathimsuspiciouslyand

keptherdistance.

LETANG:Opene….Comehere…

PENELOPE:Youhitmama…

LETANG:I’msorry…thatwasbadofme.

PENELOPE:(sobbing)Shehadblood…didyouhit

heragain?WewereplayingandthenIheardlike

somethingfellandIcametothelivingroomand

shewasjustlayinglikethatwithblood…youhither!

LETANG:IswearIdidn’t.Iamsosorryaboutthe

otherday…



Penelopejustlookeddownsadly,rickingPercy’s

strollerfromtimetotime.

**********

EphraimwalkedinandsatnexttoSapelo.

SAPELO:Sutelakoomonnaonkgabojalwa,mxim.

EPHRAIM:Sasa,Idon’tlikehowthingsarebetween

us.Wearealwaysjustfighting.Idon’tlikeit.

SAPELO:Toughtit,princess.Lifesucks,getinwith

it.

Hesighedandlaidhisheadonherlapcaressing

herbabybump.

EPHRAIM:I’msorryIgaveLetangmoneyagainst

yourwishes.Somethingiswrong,Icouldfeelit.I’m

sorry.Icouldn’tjustleavehim.I’msorry…Sasa,

pleasesaysomething.

SAPELO:Dowhateveryouwishwheneveryouwish

it,Ephraim.Youareagrownman,Idon’thavetotell

youshit.

EPHRAIM:Pleasedon’tbelikethat.Sapelo,please,

let’strytobebetter…Iloveyou…IknowIcando



better…butplease…don’tleaveme.Everytimewe

argueIcanfeelyoupullingawayfromme.Iknow

myfamilyandeverythingelsethat’sbeengoingon

tookatollonyou…

SAPELO:I’mgoingtobed.

Shepickedupherphoneandheadedtothe

bedroom.

*********

ThenextdayLetangdroveintothehospitalafter

droppingthekidsathismother’splace.

Masediwasawakeandproppedupinapillow,

weaklytryingtofeedherself.

LETANG:Here,letme.

Shehandedhimaspoonandhesattherefeeding

her.

MASEDI:WhereisBoitumelo?Yesterdayshe

sounded…Iamworried…shesoundedlikeshewas

gonnatakeherownlife…

LETANG:(bitterly)Boitumeloisfineandfarfrom

takingherownlife,Icanguaranteeyouthat.



Whatevershewastryingtomanipulateyouwith,

don’tfallforit.Here,onemorespoon.

MASEDI:Ican’tdothisanymore,Letang.

LETANG:Come.On,youhaven’tatethatmuch,just

onemorespoon.

MASEDI:Ican’tbeinthismarriage.

Helookedather,panicked.

LETANG:Masedi,youcan’tsaythat.Notnow,

please…

MASEDI:Imarriedyouhopingforabetterlife.This

isnotabetterlife.ThisisnolifeatallLetang.The

doctorsaysit’samiracleIdidn’tlosemywomb.

LETANG:Sedi,IknowIwaswrong,but…

MASEDI:(sobbing)Youkilledmybaby,Letang!You

killedmybaby!EverysecondIspendlookingatyou

makesmesick!

LETANG:Soyouarejustgonnaabandonthekids?

Whathappenedto‘Ilovethemliketheyaremyown’.

WhataboutPercy?Heisspecialneedsandhe

needsyou.



MASEDI:Ifyoulovethosekids,youwillletmego

withthem.

LETANG:Youarenottakingmykidsaway…

MASEDI:Penelopeisscaredofyou!Afewdays

backshewashavingnightmaresscreamingthat

youshouldn’tkillme.Ithinkyoushouldtakeherto

therapy.Sapelosayssheknowsachildren

psychiatristorsomethingwhochargesP2800a

month.

LETANG:Penelopeisfine.

MASEDI:Wow!YoucanpayP18000foryour

girlfriendandrefusetopayP3000foryourown

daughter?Iknowyouhavemoneythethingyou

investedinpaidout.Anyway…Ican’tLetang…Iam

leaving.Withorwithoutthekids.Mychoosingto

staythroughtheabusehasalreadydamaged

Penny(sobbing).JustmakesureBoitumelotreats

themallwellandequallywhenyoubringhertothe

housem.Pleaseleave.

LETANG:Sedi…I..

MASEDI:(cryingandyelling)Youkilledmychild



Letang,youkilledmybaby,getout!Getout!Nurse…

nurse…

ThenurseraninandtoldLetanghehadtoleave.

***********

BoitumeloandMaragotoutofairportsecurity.

Theynoticedaguystaringatthem.

MARA:Ohhh,heisoglingyou.Gosayhi.Selfmade

multimillionaire,businesstycoonwithaclean

record.Noscandalsinlocalmedia.Gogetyoubag,

babegirl.I’lltellgrandmawewilltakeacab.

Boitumelosmiledandwalkedovertotheman.

BOITUMELO:(smiling)Youwerestaring.That’s

rude.

HIM:(blushing)Ididn’tmeantooffend…butdamn.

HowcouldInotlook.Leavingorarriving?

BOITUMELO:Arriving…myfirsttimehereactually.

NiceplacesofarofwhatIhaveseen.Toobadmy

friendwillbesobusywithschoolshecan’tshow

mearound.



HIM:Icouldshowyouaround…IhaveameetingI

amtravelingtobutit’sadaytrip.Icouldmaketime

tomorrow.

BOITUMELI:Sweet…letmegetyournumberor

something,soIcanholdyouuptothat.I’mYen.

Yenffer.

***********

InthemorningSapelowokeupannoyedasEphraim

hadnotwokenherupforwork.

Howchildish.Notwakingherupbecausetheyhad

anargument.

Hehadchangedsomuch!Ephraimusedtobea

caringmanwhoputeffortintheirrelationship,even

asnonromanticashewas.

Gosh,shemissedthemanshefellgoremuch.

Herassistanthadcalledonthewaysaying

someonewantedtobookasideifthegarden

privately.

Sapeloarrivedintheofficeandputherhandbag

down,thenherassistantcamein.



HER:Uhm…Sasa…theclientwouldliketoseeyou.

Shesighed,wonderingwhattheywantednow.

Shewalkedinthegardenanditwastopnotch…the

flowerarrangement,thepicnicblanketwithapicnic

basket…heliumballoonssaying‘Sorry’.Ephraim

camefrombehindaflowerwallandhandedher

peonies,herfavoriteflower.

Shesmiledfromeartoear.

SAPELO:(smiling)Mxim,whatareyoudoinghere?

EPHRAIM:Damn,Ihavemissedthatsmile.Sapelo,

IknowIamnotperfect.Iamterriblewithemotions,

Ineverlearnttobethatopenbookkindofperson.

ButifthereisonethingIamcrystalclearabout,it’s

thatIloveyou.So,pleaseteachmehowtomake

youhappy.Becauseyourhappinessisthemost

importantthingtome.Goonholidaywithmebefore

thisoneherearrivesanditsdiapersandsleepless

nights?

Happytearsrandownhercheeksasshesmiled.

Ephraimpulledhercloserandkissedherforehead.



EPHRAIM:Justsoyouknow.Youcomefirst.I

didn’tgogiveLetangthemoneybecauseyour

opiniondoesnotmattertomeasyouthink.Iwent

becauseIknewsomethingwaswrong,andif

anythinghappenedtohim you’dbeatyourselfup

aboutit.Comeonwoman,let’sdothisbrunchthing.

************
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Letangarrivedatthehospitalthenextmorningto

pickMasediup.Aftershewasdischarged,theygot

inthecaranddrovehomequietly.

Shegotinthebedroomandstartedpackingabag.

MASEDI:Haveyouthoughtaboutwhatwillhappen

kabana?Iamreadytogowiththem.Icalledabout

andfoundasmallplace.AndIwastalkingto

Sapelo,shesaidtheywerehiringadecoratorandI

canhavethejob.



LETANG:Sedi,youcan’tbeserious…Iamgoing

throughalotrightnowandIneedyoursupport.

MASEDI:Elegorewhydoesn’tBoitumelosupport

you?Enesheisonlythereforholidays?

Herubbedhisfaceandpacedaround,thencame

andsatnexttoher,hisfaceinhishands.

MASEDI:Jaanongyouarecrying?Whocries

comingfromaholiday?Kanaketsonedihappy

tears?

LETANG:(rubbinghistearsasmorefell)I’m

breakingapartSedi…IamsoscaredI’mgonnado

somethingstupid.

MASEDI:Mmakehetehoorrakepakedilwanake

tsamae,otaasalaodirasechupetennakeile.What

didyousayaboutthekids?

LETANG:Kooreyoudon’tevencaretoask…

MASEDI:NotatallmonnawaModimo.Ireadit

somewherebeingsaidthatifsomeoneshowsyou

whotheyare,believethem.Taabokelesesototaif

youshowedmeyouhavenoregardsforatleastthe



kids…

LETANG:That’snotfairSedi,youknowIlovethose

kids…Iloveyou…

MASEDI:Mxim.Youbeatmeupinfrontofthose

kidsyoulove.Mydaughterisdamagedforlife!Her

littlehandswerecoveredinmyblood,Letang!She

hadtoholdatoweltomyheadtotryandstopthe

bleeding!Shesatalonewithtwobabiesina

hospitallobbywhileIwasbeingtendedto!Ijust

thankGodnothinghappened…shecouldhavebeen

kidnaped,raped,murdered,usedformuti…soldto

childslavers…anditwouldhaveallbeenonyou.I

shiverjustthinkingofallthat.That’swhyyoumake

mesick,Letang.Youdidn’tjusthurtme,youhurt

thekidstoo…killedone.OnethingIalwaysadmired

aboutyouwaswhatagreatfatherIthoughtyou

were!Youhurtthosepoorbabies!

LETANG:(sobbing)I’msorry…Iamsosorry

Masedi…please…wecanfixthis…

MASEDI:Fixthis?Fixthis,Letang?Likeit’sabroke

pipe,huh?Youdon’tknowwhatseeingyourmother



betreatedlikethatbythemanshelovesdoestoa

girlchild!Pennyissix,sheunderstandsthings.And

sheishurting,kwaoganatosendhertotherapy.

GodseesyouandyagagopunishmentLetangI

swearyouwillsayGodhatesyou!YoupaidP18000

foralmostayearforBoitumelobutwon’tpay

P2000foryourdaughter?Iamnotcursingyou

monnawaModimo,butyoursiscomingisbig

droves,don’tdoachild…yourchildjalo.Legale

Modimoomogolo.Iwillfindthemoneyandpayfor

her.

Hebrokedowninfullblowncryinginhysteria.

LETANG:(sobbing)Ifuckedup,Sedi.

MASEDI:Ao?WhathappenedkannaIknowyou

wereoutjollying?

LETANG:Boitumelowasplayingme.Itturnsout

sheandMarawereworkingtogether.Thatwhole

investmentthatIputallthemoneyinwasfake.

Masediburstoutlaughing.

MASEDI:(laughing)Mara?Maraeneyoneomo

mpeletsa?(laughing)KanaIhaveaMarascarinmy



forehead.Haiyoo!SeemyGod!OhGodyouare

good-o!FatherGodyouaretoosweettome!Tsena

wenaMara!Servejusticewenaleadership(laughing)

Letangsatonthebedcrying.

MASEDI:Emapele,whatdoyoumeanitwasfake,

yougotP63000.

LETANG:Itwasjusttofoolmeintogivingmore

money.AftertheP63000,Isoldmybitcoinsplus

myretirementpackageandinvestedallofit.

MASEDI:Ijo.Kemathata.Waitseissaproblem.At

leastyouhavedichenchitsaP63000.

Helookeddownsheepishly.

MASEDI:Youuseditallintheholiday,didn’tyou?

(laughing)Moshimanekwaa!Wabechaakere?Ahh,

myfriend,Iwillprayforyou.Godwillopenways.

Nteketseemyslippershoo.

LETANG:Sediplease…youcan’tleave.Ihave

alreadylostsomuch,Ican’tloseyou.

MASEDI:Ija,youaresittingontopoftukwiyame

rraerekeetseehoo.Whydon’tyouborrowfrom



Ephraimanddothatbitcointhing?Youaregoodat

itandcanmakemoney.

LETANG:(sighing)OnebitcoinisP85000.That

wouldbeaskingfortoomuch,andeventhen,

cryptocurrencyisarisk.Icouldlosethemoneykea

adimile,thenIambrokeandindebtandcan’teven

feedmykids.

MASEDI:NnawiththelittlethatIwillearn,Ican

feedthem.Theywillhavetoadjustfroma

privilegedlife,gotopublicschoolsandall,butIwill

domybesttogivethemagoodlife.

LETANG:(crying)Sediplease…Idon’twannalose

myfamilytoo.Idon’twannaloseyou.

MASEDI:(tearingup)Youarebeingselfish,Letang.

Wenakehooyouarecryingcrocodiletearstsagore

Boitumeloplayedyou,esengsepegape.Ollela

kukuafterkillingmychildandtraumatizinganother?

Boyciehasstartedtohitlittlegirls…Percy’s

medicineisfinishing,governmentdoesn’thave…

whatwillhappenwhenIcan’taffordhismedicine,

onlyGodknows.So,please,takeyourfaketears



andshovethemwherethesundon’tshine,ronaba

bangwewearehurtingforreal,nxla.Fucking

murderer!Bagobakisitsebanyana.Callmeifyou

wantmetotakethekids.

Shedraggedherbagoutandhailedataxi.

*************

Sapelorubbedhereyesandsatup.

ShelookedatEphraimstillsleeping,hisbrowdrawn

togetherinthatseriousEphraimway.

Gosh,shehadnotevennoticedthelittleworrylines

thathadcomeinhisforeheadthepastfewyears.

Themanwasaworrier.Heconstantlyworried

aboutnotbeingenough.Notbeinggoodenough

husband…notbeinggoodenoughfather…son…

employee.Heworriedifhewasprovidingenough

workinghardenough…

Andshehadn’tbeenhelpingthatmuch,hadshe?

Granted,shehadherreasons.Responsibilitieshad

increasesforbothofthem.Sherantwoverybusy

businessesnow…hewaspartoftopmanagement



ofafreakingconglomerate…anADHDchild…their

familiesonbothsides…

Hell,somedaysalltheycoulddowhentheygot

homewasaquickperkonthelipsandsleep…

entireweekswentbywithoutmakinglove…they

hardlyeversatandreallytalked,orjustspenttime

together.

Andofcoursetherewasthebitternessstill.Hehad

hurther.Alot.Hehadapologizedyes,butthefunny

thingaboutapologieswasthattheywerejust…

words.Peopleexpectedthemtobesomemiracle

thatsuddenlymadeeverythingok.Theywerenot.

Hurtdidnotvanishjustbecausesomeone

apologizes.

Shehadsodesperatelywantedtonothavemoney

asaworry.Butnowthatshewasthere,thesacrifice

thatcamewithitreallywasnotworthit.Whenshe

wasstillhustlinginteriordecorationjobsand

someonetoldher‘moneyisn’teverything’.She

wouldlaughandtellthemlifewasnothingwithout

money.



Nowsheunderstood.Shewouldtradealltheir

moneyandpropertiestheyhadacquiredforthe

happinesstheirearlierrelationshiphad.

Shecouldstayhereandwish.Butwishnevercame

tomuch…andEphraimwasright,themanwas

emotionallyinept.Shehadtohelphim.

Shesmiledwitharenewedpurposeandtookboth

theirphones,downloadingaschedulingappand

syncingit,takingtheirdailytasksintoconsideration,

hisworkscheduleinhisGoogleCalendar,her

schedule…thenplanningcoupleactivitiesaround

it…relaxationactivities,spendingtimetogether…

makinglove.

Yea,theycouldgototherapy,buttherapyonly

workedwhenitwasgivenafairchance.

************

EphraimwokeuptoSapelocurledupinbedwitha

cutelittlesmile.Shemusthavewokenupatsome

pointandatethecookiesandjuicetheyboughtfor

heryesterdayonthewayhere.

Hedidhisworkoutandthenshowered.Asshe



cameoutoftheshower,a‘ping’cametohisphone.

Hepickeditupandtherewasanotificationfrom

some‘Couple’app.

‘9am–breakfasttogether’

Andthenalittlee-stickynotecameintothescreen,

themessagewassaying‘I’mwantmymanback,

andI’mgivingyouyourgirlback ’

Hewentintotheapplookingthrough…ohmyGod!

Everythingwasarrangedsoniceandneat.Their

photosfromthetimetheymet…theirfirst‘date’…

magadi…wedding,honeymoon…sillymomentshe

hadnotevenrealisedshewastakingpicturesof

him…Aedirwe’sbirth…itwasallsonice.Memories

writtenintolittlenotes…andlittlepopupmessages

thatsaidsuchsweetlittlethingslike‘Youare

enough,Eph ’

Ifitwasn’tsounmanly,hewouldhavetearedup.In

thepastfewmonths,sometimeshewonderedif

shestillcared.Wonderedifhehadhurthertoo

muchandshehadjustgaveuponthem…



Shestillcared!God,shestillcared!Stilllovedhim.

Whatarelief!

Now,thiswashisgirl.Theproactivethinkerwho

neveracceptedasituationshedidn’tlike.Thegirl

whohadpushedhim…believedinhimwhenhe

himselfdidn’tbelieveinhimself.Andiftherewas

onethinghewassureof?Theyweregonnadoall

theseactivitiessheplanned…theyweregonnafix

theirrelationshipandcommittobeingbetter.

Becausehisgirlneverdidanythinghalfwaywhen

sheputhermindtoit.

Hetiptoedoutsideandorderedbreakfasttotheir

hotelroom,thensetinuponthebalconythat

overlookedallthewildanimalsgrazingandtheriver.

Heheardheryawnandstretch,thenmadeadashto

thebathroom.

Heranoverandheldherbraidsbackasshethrew

up,thenstoodbehindherrubbingherbackwhile

shebrushedherteeth.

Whenshewasdone,hehandedherabottleofher

papayaenzymes.



SAPELO:OhmyGod,IthoughtItotallyranoutof

this,wheredid…

EPHRAIM:(smiling)Iknowyouforgettoorderthem,

soIexpressorderedabunchandsnucksomeinto

ourluggageyesterday.Awwnow,don’tcrybabe…

SAPELO:(sobbing)It’sjust…thisisthemost

thoughtfulthingandyouarejustsogoodtome

and…

Sheburstoutcryingandhelaughedandjust

huggedherasshecried.

EPHRAIM:(laughingandwipinghertears)Damn…

thesepregnancyhormonesgetyouallthetime

babe…YouknowIamremindingyouofthisallyour

life,right?ThetimeyoucriedbecauseIboughtyou

somefreakingpapayaenzymes?

SAPELO:(giggling)Ifyouhadmorningsickness,

youwouldunderstand.Thesearelikethehollygrail

ofmorningsickness.Thankyousomuch,Iloveyou.

EPHRAIM:Anythingforyoubabe…andImaynot

understandmorningsickness,butIknowoneother

thingpregnancyhormonesbemessingwith…



Hesaidashekissedherneckandpullingher

pajamablouseoffasgentlypushedheragainstthe

showerwallandhekisseddownherbody….

{EXPLICIT}

**********

Letangcrieduntilhehadnotearsleft.Nowhe’d

trulylosteverything.Neverinhislufehadheever

thoughtMasediwouldleavehim.Hehadalways

imaginedthatiftheirmarriageended,itwouldbe

himleaving.Andthathedidn’tcareabouther.

Nowwithhergone…itfelt…

Empty.

Hurt

Hefeltmorehurtthanfindingoutthewomanhe

lovedusedandbetrayedhim,thenlaughedaboutit.

God,whathadhedone!Hehadagoodhome…a

goodlife.

Nowhehadlostitall.

Hekilledhisownchild…andifanythinghappened



toPercy,itwouldbehisfault.

Buttherewasonewayhecouldgetmoney.

Masedicouldclaiminsurance.

No,hangingwastooobviousthem.

Acaraccident.

Yes

Carmalfunctionscouldbefaked.

Itwasverylate,therewouldn’tbeanypeopleinthe

road.Andstill…hewouldgointheoutskirtsofthe

streets.Noneedtotakesomeinnocentwithhimon

hiswayout.

Hewenttohiscaranddroveoutsidethecity…

Thenstoppedandjammedhisbreaks,thengot

backinthecarandflooredit….

************
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Afterreachingthebusrankandwaitingforthe

Tatisidingbuses,shestartedaskingherselfwhy

shewadmakingherselfsuffer.

Fine,shewaswalkingawaywithoutdemanding

anything.Butitdidn’tmeansheshouldbeempty

handed.Atleastshedeservedhercar.

Shewentbackandjustwentstraighttohercarand

droveoff.

Asshedroveoff,shegotamessagefromLetang.

‘Sedi,please…comeback,Iheardyoudriveout.

Masedi,Iloveyou.IknowItreatedyoubad…just

givemeanotherchance…’

‘Wena?Loveme?OkaeLOML? Youlovemeonly

becauseyourlittlegirlfriendplayedyou.Woukdyoi

belovingmerightnowifthingsworkedoutwith

BoitumeloorMara?FuckoffLetang,youkilledmy

child.Iwishyoueverybadthinginlife’

TheradioplayedBeyoncé’s‘BestThingINeverHad’.



ShelaughedandfoundthesonginYoutube,

sendinghimthelink,thenstartedsingingalongwith

thesong.

Therewasatime

Ithoughtthatyoudideverythingright

Nolies,nowrong

BoyI,must'vebeenouttamymind.

SowhenIthinkofthetimethatIalmostlovedyou

YoushowedyourassandI,Isawtherealyou

ThankGodyoublewit

IthankGodIdodgedabullet

I'msooveryou

Sobabygoodlookin'out

Iwantedyoubad

I'msothroughwiththat

'Causehonestlyyouturnedouttobethe

BestthingIneverhad



Youturnedouttobethe

BestthingIneverhad

AndI'mgon'alwaysbethebestthingyouneverhad

OhIbetitsuckstobeyourightnow

Sosadyou'rehurt

Boohoo,oh,didyouexpectmetocare?

Youdon'tdeservemytears

Iguessthat'swhytheyain'tthere

WhenIthinkthattherewasatimethatIalmost

lovedyou

Youshowedyourassandbabyyes,Isawthereal

you

Aftersometimeshegotanothermessage.

‘Wow.Ok.Messagereceivedwellandclearmma.

Youknowlongercareaboutme.Youcantakethe

kidsatmymother’s.Iloveyou.Bye’

Shesmiledseeingthatmessage.Good,atleasthe

cametohissensesaboutthekids.



Shewentbacktothehouseandtalkedtotheir

neighborwhohadatruck.Sheparkedthekid’s

bedsandclothesonly,shedidn’twantallthedrama

withLetangsayingshetookhisthingsandallthat.

Shewouldbuyherownthings,lookatwhere

dependingonamangother.Shewasnotgonna

teachPennythatagirlmustdependonaman.

Shewenttoherhomelefttoherbyherlate

grandmother.

Afterunloadingthethingsoutside,shewentinto

talktoheryoungersisterwhohadbeenlivinghere

sincetheirgrandmapassed.’.

MASEDI:Bontle,Ineedyoutomoveintoyourkids

room,I’mtakinggrandma’sroom.

HER:(laughing)Whathappened?Lepadilelenyalo

lasekgoa?KanaboMasedikooreleratadilo,neo

bonamonnayoleagotshwanetse?

MASEDI:Youareinmyhome,myhouse.Youfeed

yourkidsoffofwhatIprovide.Iwillliterallythrow

yououtthisveryminute,nxla!

HER:Masedi,howdoyouexpectmetomoveinto



thekids’roomwhenyouknowrragweBenastays

herewithus?

MASEDI:DoIlooklikeIcare?Whatkindofweak

manmovesintoawoman’shome.Tellthatidiotto

getajobandgetyouahouseifhewantsaplaceto

fuckyou.Bytheway,hecan’tstayherefrom

tonighton.

HER:Masedi,youcan’tdothat!Whereshouldhego

jaanongatalapengboaigo?

MASEDI:Girlgirl.Readmylips.I.Don’t.Care.Ifthat

manspendsonemorenightinmyhouseIwillcall

thepolice.Mydaughterismovingin,Ican’thave

strangemenaroundher.

Shewentintothebedroomandstartedpullingher

sister’sclothesfromthewardrobeandputtingthem

inthekids’room,themremovedthebeddingand

putherownbedding.

Thegoodthingaboutthishousewaseventhoughit

wasonlytwobedrooms,thisroomwhichwasthe

masterbedroom wasreallybig.Whenshehada

littlemoney,shecouldpartitionitforthekids.She



arrangedtheirlittlebedsandPercycotwell,and

putonebigwardrobeforalltheirclothes.

Shewentintoherbathroomandbathed,thenlaidin

bedcrunchingnumbers.

Howthehellwasshegonnadothis?Sapelosaid

thejobpaidP3500.Percy’smedicationwasP2600

amonth,howwasshegonnatakecareofthreekids

plusherstupidsisterandhertwoonP900?

Shesighedandstartedgoingthroughherjewelry,

clothes,shoesandhandbags,takingpicturesand

postedonFacebookforsale.

HercarwasasevenseaterSUV,Letanghadbought

itsayinghedidn’twantherstrugglingtogoaround

withthekids.

Shesmiledthinkingofthedayhehadboughtitfor

her.Shewascomingfromawomen’sfellowship

meetingonaSaturday.Shelookedeverywherefor

hercarandshecouldn’tfindit.

Whenshewasatthevergeoftearsthinkingitwas

stolen,hecameandcoveredhereyesfromtheback,

kissedherneckandturnedheraroundandkissed



her,thenhandedherabouquetofflowers…with

carkeysinthemiddle.

She’dlookedathimconfused,andhehadmadeher

clickthekeytofindoutwhichonesthecar

belongedto.

Gosh,shehadscreamedandjumpedupanddown

somuchasthewomenclappedandcheered

happilyforher.

Yah,neh…

Thatinsanelyhandsomedogcouldbesweetwhen

hewantedtobe.

Shewentoutsideandtoldherneighborthatshe

couldtakeherandhertwoschoolgoingkidsto

FrancistownwithhereverymorningforP600.

Shecoulddothis.Shewasscaredashell,butshe

hadthreelittlepeopledependingonher.Shewas

notgonnabeanothermamawhoabandonsthem.

Shehadnoroomtoseatinhercornerandcry.

*************

Boitumelowalkedalongthebeachholdingtheguy’s



hand.

BOITUMELO:Mauritiusissuchabeautifulplace,

Fabien.Icouldlivehereforever!

FABIEN:Youcouldifyouwant…withme.

Hesaidashekissedhercheek.

FABIEN:Yen,IknowIhaveknownyouonlyfora

week,butIjust…italljustfeelssoreal,Ihavenever

connectedwithanyonethewayIdowithyou.I

thinkIamfallingforyou.

BOUTOMELO:(smiling)IcouldsafelysayIfeelthe

sameway.But,Ijust…yourfamilyisalloveryour

business.TheyliveinyourplaceforGod’ssake!I

just…Ican’ttrustamanwhostillliveswithhis

mama…

FABIEN:Sheliveswithme,it’smyhouse.

BOITUMELO:Well,ifyouandIaretohaveanything

serious.Sheneedstogo.Theyallneedto.Youcan

getthemahouse.Idon’tfatemama’sboys.

FABIEN:Yen,please…I…

AgirlranovertothemandpulledFabien’shand.



HER:HowcanyoudothistomeFabien!Breakup

withmeoverthephone?Fabien,weareengaged…

FABIEN:YouknowIdon’tcheat…andIfound

someoneelse,so….(shrugging)

ThegirlroughlypulledBoitumelobytheshoulder,

butBoitumeloturnedaroundandslappedher

acrosstheface.

BOITUMELO:Don’tfuckingtouchme,youdon’t

knowme.I’mnottheonetomesswithbabegirl.I

don’toweyouanything,talktoyourman.Fabien,is

thistherubbishIshouldexpectfromyou?Mxim.

ShewalkedoffannoyedandFabienranafterher,

takingherhand.Boitumelopulleditback.

BOUTUMELO:Idon’tdodrama,sohandleyourshit

beforeyoutrytogetwithme.IgottagoIgot

assignments.

*******

InthemorningMasediwenttopickupthekidsfrom

mmaEphraim.

MMAEPHRAIM:AoSedi…howareyou.



MASEDI:Iamgoodmme.

MMAEPHRAIM:OkaerragweOpene.

MASEDI:Ah…oteng.

MMAEPHRAIM:Ihopeyoutwoareworkingthings

out.

MASEDI:Hebeatmeupandleftmefordead,with

threekids,theyoungestofwhichisonlyeight

months.Causedmeamiscarriage.

MMAEPHRAIM:Jaanongotasielakae,gagona

ntoesanengMasedi,nyaloyaitshokelwa

ngwanaka.Heisyourhusband,hewillapologies

andyoutwocanfixthings.Youarethebestthing

thateverhappenedtohim.Letangwassucha

troubledsoul,suchanangrymanuntilhemarried

you.Don’tgiveuponhim.

MASEDI:Mme,Ibettergo.Comeonyouguys.

MMAEPHRAIM:AtleastleavemewithP100for

bread.

MASWDI:(sighing)Ididnotcashmme.Letangwill

giveyou.Comeonkids.



Shedrovebacktoherhomewiththekidsandtook

themtothebedroom.

MASEDI:Guys,wearegonnahavetoliveherefora

bituntilmamafiguressomethingout.Wearegonna

havetochangeschoolstoo.Mamacan’taffordthe

onesyougotorightnow.

PENELOPE:Arewepoornow,mama?

MASEDI:(laughing)Girl,whatdoyouknowabout

poor?Comehere.Mommycuddles.

Shecuddledthelittlegirlandkissedherhead.

MASEDI:Wearenotpoorbaby,wegotlove,and

thatisthemostimportantthingintheworld.Poor

peoplearepeoplewithoutlove.Wegotlotsofit,

don’twe?Don’twePen-pen?

Shesaidasshetickledheruntilthelittlegirlstarted

laughing.

PENELOPE:Iamgladyoucametogetusmama.I

don’tlikeitatgranny’s,myauntiesaremean.

***********

InthemorningMasediwenttoregisterBoycieata



redcrossdaycarecenterandtransferredPenelope

toapublicschool,thenboughtthenuniforms.

PercywouldremainwithMasedi’ssister,whatother

choicedidshehave.

Afterwardsshegotintheworkuniformshehad

pickedup.Sapelohadcalledsayingtherewasan

eventhappeningatthegardenandtheycoulduse

extrahands.

ShewentinandtalkedtotheSapelo,thenshewas

assignedherdutiesfortheday.

Shewasassignedservingdrinks,andspentmostof

theeveningservingpeoplewhowereattendingthe

wedding.

Asshewaspassingbyhandingoutdrinks,some

guywhowas‘obviouslygay’reachedoutand

touchedherface.

‘OhmyGod!Poppy,lookather…lookatthisskin,

thoselonglegs…lookatthosehighcheekbones!

Nefertitilips…ohmyGod!Sheisgorgeous’

‘Sheisagoddess!Ohmy!Icanseeherasfaceof

TribeSkin…gosh,BlackTribeCosmeticstoo,…and



thatbodyisonanangel,shewouldbesogoodon

stageforTribeIntimates…Darling,whoisyour

agent?’

MASEDI:Agent?

ShelookedatthemconfusedwhenSapelowalked

overwithasmileandshookthelady’shand.

SAPELO:Sheisjustenteringyourcrazyworld,so

shedoesn’thaveanagentyet..Butdon’tworry,I’ll

makesureyoupeopletakegoodcareofher.

‘Totally!Hereismybusinesscard!Myofficeisin

Gaborone,butwecandolunchandchattomorrow.

SAPELO:It’sadate.

ShetookMasedibyhandandledhertotheside.

MASEDI:Whatonearthwasthat?

SAPELO:ThatgirlownsoneofAfrica’slargest

CosmeticsandSkincarecompany.Itsellswellover

manycountries,especiallykoboKenya,Nigeria,

Ghana.Shealsoownsaluxurylingeriebrand,anda

haircompany.Shewantsyoutomodelforher.

MASEDI:willtheypayme?



SAPELO:Icanmakesuretheydo.Imaynotbean

agent,butIknowmoneyandIcanfindoutwhatis

industryrates!Girl,thisisyourbigbreak!Itoldyou

goodthingswouldhappenifyoutakeyourselfout

ofthatdarkplace.Iamproudofyou.

Ephraimwalkedovertothem…

EPHRAIM:That,wasmyfriend,heisadoctor.Are

hejustsawLetanginICU.Gatwehehadacar

accident.Afracturedspine,brokethreeribs,and

brokebothlegs.Hasbeentherefortwodays.

SAPELO:OhmyGod…comeon,let’sgo…

MASEDI:Ibettergetbacktowork.

SAPELO:Sedi,youdon’thavetowork,youcango…

MASEDI:Ihavekidstofeed,soyea…Idohaveto

work.

SAPELO:Youcancomebacktoworktomorrow!

EPHRAIM:SeriouslyMasedi!Yourhusband

fracturedhisspine!Hemayneverwalkagain.

MASEDI:Thewomanyouarelookingforiscalled

Boitumelo.OrMara.Now,ifyou’llexcuseme.



Shewalkedoffwithhertrayandgotmoredrinks,

continuingtoservepeopleasEphraimlookedather.

EPHRAIM:Ican’tbelievethatgirl!

SAPELO:(sippingherjuice)Ican’tblameher!When

awomanisfedupbabe…whenawomanisfed

up…

************
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5monthsback

BoitumelolaidinbedinherroomattheSerene

Mindsmentalhealingranch,cuddleduponMara’s

chest.

MARA:Ijustwanttounderstand.So,howdidthe

personalitiescomeabout?Wheretheyatonce?

Howisitlike?Ifindmultiplepersonalitiesso

fascinating.

BOITUMELO:Don’tfetishme.It’sannoying,that’s



whyIdon’ttellpeoplebecausetheygetallexited

thinkingroleplayandshit.Iamnotplaying.Iam

splitintofive.Everypersonalitybornfromcoping

andcompartmentalizingsituations.AndIprefer

dissociativeidentitydisorder.

MARA:Ididn’tmeantooffend.Iwannalearn

becauseIloveyou…Iwanttounderstandyou.All

ofyou.Tellmeaboutthepersonalities.

BOITUMELO:(sighing)Well,thereisme,Boityor

Boitumelo.Thehost.I’mjustagirltryingtosurvive

whatlifethrewather.Ilovereadingandwritingand

movies.Itrytobestrong,butIreallyamnot.Iam

awareofallotherfourpersonalitiesandwhatthey

dowhentheydrive…thenthereisYen,whoyou

havemet.YenandIfightfordominanceallthetime.

Yenistheprotector.Like,whensomethingtoo

painfulhappenswhilesomeoneisdriving,Yen

takesover,becauseYenisapsychopathwithno

emotions.Nothinghurtsher.Shemakessurewe

areok.Yenisawareoftheotherpersonalities,and

knowswhattheygettoupto.Shedoesnotlose

trackoftime.Shewillknow,weareherebecause



Boitywenttothisplacewiththisperson.Thereis

Mello.Shestraightupdoesn’tgiveafuck.Mellois

thedumpingsiteofalltheselfblame,regrets,self

hate,insecuritiesothersdonotwanttofeel.

EverythingisMello’sfault.Sheisnotawareof

othersatall,andsheisthemostvisiblydrastic

personalitychange.Becauseshehatesherself,she

isveryselfdestructive.Shedoesn’tcomeoutmuch

unlessthingsgettoomuchtohandleandshe

needstoswoopinandabsorballthatdarkenergy

sotherestcanbehappy.ThenthereisTumie.

Tumieisthesadgirlofthegroup.Shetakesinall

thesademotion,allthehurt,disappointment,

betrayals.Shespendsallhertimecrying.Sheis

totallynotawareofotherstoo.ThereisTutu,sheis

eightyearsoldandsheishopepersonified.Noneof

thosethingshappenedtoher,sheispureandclean

andisgonnahaveagoodlifewhenshegrows.She

isvaguelyawareofothers,buthasno

understandingofwhattheygetuptowhensheisin

thebackground.

MARA:Iseetheyareall‘protectors’inaway.Yen



protectsfrombeinghurtbyothers,Melloprotects

frombeinghurtbyyourownself,Tutusortof

protectsfromreality,andTumieprotectsfroman

emotionalweightthatcouldcausemental

breakdown.AmIright?

Shenoddedsadly.

MARA:Howlongonaveragedoesapersonality

takingoverlasts?

BOITUMELO:Thereisnoaverage.Apersonality

lastsuntilanotherisneeded.Mostofthetime,Ithe

host,isinchargeuntilIneedtoprotectmyself.A

personalitycantakeoverforaminute,orforyears.

RightnowIamcontentwithYenrunningthings,for

yearspossibly.Forever,highlylikely.Aslongasshe

doesn’thurtthoseIcarefor.NnaIcan’tcope.Iam

hurtingevenwhenItrytobepositive..Imissmy

son.ButIamafraidIwillhurthim,ifnotphysicalat

leastmentally.RightnowheiswiththeonepersonI

actuallytrust,despitewhatshedid.Iknowheis

saferwithherthanme.Havingtomakethat

decisionbrokemyheart.Iworryabouther,my

cousin,Masedi.IworryYenisgonnakillherorhurt



hersomehow.Masediisbrokeninherownway,I

don’tshateher.So,yea…toomuchpain.

MARA:Canyouswitchatwill?

BOITUMELO:No.Ican’t‘call’apersonalitylikethey

doinmovies.Itjusthappens.Personalitiesjumpin

becausetheyareneededtodotheirpart.Myfirst

personality,Tutu,developedthefirsttimemyfather

puthisdickinmymouth.Icheckedout.Leftthe

roommentally.Itwasn’thappeningtome.Iwas

justagirlplayingoutsideandwasgonnacomein

andhavedinnerandshowerandsleep.Yenisthe

mostrecent.Shehappenedaftermybabydaddy

beatme.AsIlaidinthathospitalbedcryingandnot

believinghecoulddothattome,Yencameabout

andtookover,andaplanwasforminginmyhead.

HowIwasgonnamakehimpay.Ileftthehospital

asYenandtheninprisonwhenIwasattacked,Yen

wassoangryshetriedtocommitmurder.Butwe

couldn’thavethat,couldwe?SoTutujumpedin

and,well,madeusbelieveitdidn’thappen.Ileftthe

prisonasTutu,andshehadbeendrivingscienceI

gothere.



MARA:NowIunderstand.Allthecolouringand

excessivepinkandBarbiedolls.ItwasforTutu.

BOITUMELO:Yes…itwasheruntilIcametotalkto

youlastmonth.ThenitwasallYen.Tonightwhen

youwereaskingquestions,Yenhadnopatiencefor

it,soIjumpedinbecauseIambetteratconnecting

withpeople.

MARA:Whathappensifnopersonalitywanttodrive?

BOITUMELO:Thatdoesnothappen.Youmust

thinkI’mcrazy.

MARA:(laughing)Yousayitlikecrazyisabadthing.

Beside,Iamcrazytoo.Hey,aboutthatguy,your

babydaddy.Isaywemakethatbitchsquirm.

Babe…babe…

Shewasrubbingherforeheadwithhereyesshut

asshegroanedinpain.

Thensheopenedhereyeswithasmile.

BOITUMELO:DidIhearanyonesayrevenge?Bitch,

Ibeensaying!

MARA:Yen?



BOITUMELO:Yup.Sometimesifpersonalitiesfight

fordominance,ithurts.Boitywantedto‘waahwaah,

Ijustwannaletgoandfocusonmyhealing’.NnaI

wannamakethatfuckerandmybitchofacousin

pay.IwantMaseditosufferlikesheneverknewit.

LetangtookeverythingfromBoity,soIwannatake

everythingfromhimtoo.Hisperfectlittlefamily…

hismoney…hissanity…andIhaveaplan.I’m

gonnaneedyourhelp.Theysaidyoucanleavein

anothermonth,right?

MARA:Yup…

BOITUMELO:(smiling)Perfect.

**********

PRESENT

FinallyafterworkMasedidrovehome.Atleasther

sisterhadfedandbathedthekids,andtheylooked

happyenough,nobodyreportinganysortof

maltreatment.Sheateherdinnerandsatwiththem

inbed,Percysleepingpeacefullyinhiscot,while

BoyciewasonMasedi’slapandPennytuckedto

Masedi’ssideasMasedireadthemabedtimestory.



Aftertheyhadbothfallenasleep,shecarriedthem

totheirbedsandlaidinherbedstalkingLetang’s

siblingsFacebookprofiles,hopingsomeonewould

havepostedsomething.

Comeon,howwashedoing?Someonesayhewas

goingtobealrightplease…please…

Asshewentthroughhertimeline,shecameacross

asharedphotoofacarcrash…

God…

OhGod,itwasLetang’scar…onacompletewreck.

Shecoveredhermouthwithherhandtostiflethe

sobsashertearswetthepillow.God,pleaselethim

beok.

Whenwasthelasttimesheprayed?

Whenhergrandmawasstillaround.Hergrandma

hadalwaysmadeherbelieveinthepowerofprayer

Butrightnoweverythingfelthopeless,lookingat

thatcar.Brokenspine…threebrokenribs…both

legsbroken…anothersobbrokeasshewentto

Google.



‘canyousurviveabrokenspine’

Theresultsweregruesome.Talkingthingslike

‘paralysis’…butitalsosaiditcouldheal.Butright

nowtherewasnothingshecoulddo.

Shegotoffthebedandwentdownherknees,

praying.

‘LordJesus,yousaythattheprayerofarighteous

personispowerful.Ioftenpraywithlittlefaith

becauseIamthinkingaboutmyown

unrighteousness.Remindmethatmysinshave

beenpaidforandIamcoveredinyourperfect

blood.Ipraybasedonconfidenceinyourgoodness,

notmyown.Yourpowerisgreatenoughtohealany

illnessandIbringmyhusbandbeforeyounowand

askyoutoextendyourhealinghand.Lord,Iknow

hehasneverreallyacceptedyouashisLordand

saviour,butIbelieveLord,andIamprayingfora

miracle.InyourmightynameIpray.Amen.’

Shetiptoeduptowashherfaceaftercrying,then

stayedinbedtossingandturning,everyfew

minutescheckLetang’ssiblingsandfriends



timeline,hopingforanysignofgoodnews.

*********

Inthemorningafterdroppingthekidsatschool

Masedidrovetothehospitalandparkedoutside,

stayinginthecar.

Shehadtoseehim.

SherememberedaweekendjustbeforeBoitumelo

camebackintheirlives.Letangwasplaying

footballwithhiscolleaguesagainstanother

barracks.

Helovedfootballsomuch.She’dfussedabouton

him,checkingifhehadhiskneeguardonandall,

andjustwhenhewasabouttorunoffintothefield,

shewhisperedinhisear‘Ifyouscore,I’llblowyou

inthetoiletsduringhalftime.

Hiseyeswentwideashelaughedandkissedher

neck,whisperingback.

‘I’llholdyoutothat’

Shesmackedhisbottomasheranoff,andstarted

watching,clappingexcitedlyandwhenhescored,



heturnedtoherandmouthed‘youoweme’.

God,whatifhecouldneverplayfootballagain.

‘Ididn’tmeanitwhenIsaidIwishedhimbad,God,I

takeitback,Itakeitback!

Sherepeatedtoherselfasshewipedhertears.

Nomatterwhathehaddone,shedidn’twanthimto

suffer.Shejustwantedtomoveon.

Whichsheneededtobedoingrightnow,goingin

thathospitalwouldjustendupwithhertrappedin

hisworldagain,caringforhim,lovinghim,praying

forhim.Andwhenhegotbetter,he’djustbreakher

heartagain.Lovingamanthatdoesn’tloveyouis

sohard,shesighed.

Yea,sheneededtoleave.

ShedroveofftomeetSapeloandthatlady.

******

MasediparkedandwalkedovertoSapelo,whowas

waitingwithanotherwoman.

SAPELO:Sedi,thisisLiza.Sheisafriend,andan



agent.Ihavealreadynegotiatedtomakesureshe

isn’tundercuttingyou.areingreathandswithher.

MASEDI:Idon’thavemoneytopayher…youhave

topayagents,don’tyou?

HER:Nohoney,IgetpaidwhenIgetyoujobs.So

youcanbesureIwillgetyouagoodone.These

peoplewearemeetingseemtowantyounotjustas

amodel,butabrandambassador.Sometimes

brandsdothat,picksomeonenotfamousbecause

theywantrelatability.Come,let’shearthem about.

SAPELO:Goodluck.Yougotthis,youkidsneedit.

Masediandtheladywentinandsatatatablewere

thepeoplefromtheweddingyesterdaysat.

Maseditriedtofollowtheirconversation…

‘acrossboard…inallcountriesweexistin…Ghana,

Kenya,Nigeria,S.A,Uganda…Botswana…Liberia,

Congo…yea..yea…commercial…billboards,TV,

online…magazines.ShehasalookIwant…

youthful,fresh…natural.Twoyearscontractwith

preferencerenewal…’



Thebitsheunderstoodsoundedok.Theywouldget

hersomeonetoteachhertopose.Hereyes

widenedinsurprisewhentheytalkedmoney.That

wasnice.Reallynice!Shecouldgivethekidsa

betterlife.

************

AfterthemeetingMasedidrovebacktoworkand

wenttoSapelo’soffice.

SAPELO:Howdiditgo?

MASEDI:Reallywell,Lizasayswegotagood

contractwiththem.

SAPELO:Cool

Sapelosaidandthenwentbacktoherlaptop.After

Masedihadbeenstandingthereforafewminutes

shelookedupagain.

DAPELI:Didyouwantsomething?

MASEDI:Iuhm…I…didyougotoseeLetang?

SAPELO:Yes

MASEDI:And?



SAPELO:Ifyouwanttogoseehim,youcanMasedi.

MASEDI:NoIjust…didtheysayhewillbefine?

SAPELO:CanIgiveyousomeadvice?

MASESI:Yesplease.

SAPELO:Don’tgetsuckedbackintotheworldofa

manwhobeatyoutoapulp.Youliterallylooked

pulpedwhenIsawyouthattime.Goseehimifyou

must,butdon’tletcompassionsetyouback.You

havetakensuchabigstepleavinganabuser.Many

womennevergettotakethatstep.Nowdon’tbe

suckedin

MASEDI:Iwon’t,thankyou.Ok,I’llgetbacktowork

now.

Shewalkedbacktothegardengettingamessage

from.MmaEphraim.Shehadbeenavoidingtheold

woman’scallsallday.

‘Youthinkbecauseyouwon’tanswermycallsI

can’treachyou?Mygrandchildrencanwritethe

messageforme.Whyaren’tyoubyyourhusband’s

side,youungratefulthing.Hefoundyoupoor,fed



yourwholefamily,eventaughtyouhowtobathe,o

tsilemootsibile,nowthatyouthinkyouare

something,youwanttoleavehimwhenheneeds

you?Iheardyougotajobatmyson’sgarden.You

knowIcangethimtofireyou?Gotothehospitalat

once,Letangneedsyou.’

Sheshookherheadwithasigh.Indeedyour

husband’sfamilyareneverreallyyours.These

peopleactedliketheylovedher,mmaEphraim

calledheradaughterandusedhertoaskforthings

fromLetang.Wouldsheforceherdaughterstostay

withamanwhobeatsthemthesamewayLetang

beather?

************

1YEARLATER

**********
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Sapelosatinthelivingroombreastfeedingher

daughterSaloratoasEphraimwastryingtodeal

withAedirwehavingamassive,throwhimselfon

thefloortantrum.

SAPELO:(sighing)kantewarethetraditionaldoctor

wetookhimtoareng,kapillsaren’tdoingmuch?

EPHRAIM:(sighing)gatwetheyneedtoknowmy

linagetohelphim.Butmymotherwon’ttellmewho

myfatheris.KooreIhavebeggedthatwomantoa

pointoftears,toldherngwanakewasokola,

kamosokediagnosisyaADHD,thengatwe

Asperger…kamosogatwesegape.Eish.Ibegged

mymomandtoldherwehadachanceofgetting

help.Nope,shestillwon’ttellme.Icanpositively

sayIhatethatwoman.Nxla.

SAPELO:Saikutusebotlhokokaenemylove.

Somethingwillcomeup.Maybetryanother

traditionaldoctorkamedicalwehavechanged

themalot,stillnothing.Let’skeeptryinggotlhe

medicaldoctorsandtraditionaldoctors.Ihate

sayingthis,butgivehimthemelatoninarobale.

Eish…



EphraimgrudginglywenttogiveAedirwethedrops,

andwithintenminuteshewasasleep.

Ephraimcarriedhimtohisbedroom,thenSapelo

alsowenttoputdownthesleepingbaby.

Theybothcrashedintotheirbedexhausted.

SAPELO:Whew!Finallyasleep.Gloriouspeace!

EPHRAIM:I’mgonnafixusastrongdrink.Winefor

youakere?

Shenodded,andonafewminuteshecameback

withthedrinks.Theylaidinbeddrinkingand

chatting.

SAPELO:Youstillwon’tgoseeLetang?

EPHRAIM:Nxla,ekarekerekethusamothoaboa

nthoga.He’sjustbecamebittersinceallthis.He

toldmetostoptryingtofixhimandfocusonmy

weirdchild.Youdon’ttalkaboutmykidslikethat,

andAedirweisnotweird!Plusit’sexpensivebabe.

Kanagatweitinvolvesnerveregenerationtherapy

tofixthetremors,thenphysioformonthstoeven

givehimaslightchanceofwalking.Ican’tbetaking



moneyfromusforhim,itwouldn’tbefaironyou.

SAPELO:(sighing)Ah,whatcanIsay,heisyour

brother,andwecanaffordit.

EPHRAIM:That’sjustthething.Haewaganamotho

watengandwecan’tmakehimgothroughmedical

procedureswithoutconsent.Letanghasgivenup

onlife.

**********

Masedisighedastheyfinishedshooting.SomeUK

singerwasrecordingsomesongaboutAfricaor

whatever,intheCKGR,andMasedihadgottobe

video’slittleeyecandy

Therefinishedshootingandgotintheprivate

chopperthattookthembacktoGaborone.God,this

timeithadbeenlong!Shehadnotseenherbabies

forawholeweek.Andsheonlyhhadaweekbefore

shehadtotraveltoAbujaforTribeIntimates’

launchofshapewear.

Shecalledhersistertotalktothekids.

PENELOPE:Mama!Whenareyoucominghome,



I’mgonnamissmyshoot,it’stomorrow.

Oh,Pennyhadashootwithakidsboutique.

MASESI:(laughing)hellotoyoutooMissPenelope.

PENNY:Sorrymama,it’sjust…I’msonervous,I

neverdidvideoads.Didyoufinishshootingyour

video?Canweseeit?

MASEDI:(laughing)No,thesonghasbadwords.

Anddon’tbenervous.Iamhittingtheroadright

now.Iwillbethereby10pm.GiveBoycieandPercy

aturn.

PENELOPE:DidyouorderPercy’smedicine?Idon’t

likewhensolittleisleft,Iamworried…

MASEDI:Girl,youare7.Stopworrying.Andyes

boss,Iboughtthemedicine,ithasbeendelivered.

Itsinmycar.Giveyourbrothersaturnplease.

Shewassoproudthatshehadgiventhembackthe

lifetheywereusedto.Lastmonthshehadfinally

sentthembacktoprivateschoolwhentheterm

started,andshehadliterallyhighfivedherself

seeingtheirhappylittlefaceswhenshedropped



themoff.

Shehadextendedthehousesothateachhada

bedroom,andaroomforhersister’skidseach,then

sheboughtahondafitforherselfsohersistercan

usethesevenseaterSUVtotransportthekids

aroundwhenMasediwasawaymodeling.

Itwasn’tlikeshewasmakingamillions,butshe

hadlearnttradesofallthismodelingshitfastand

madeenoughtogivethemacomfortablelife.

Shepickedupthedetoxteashehadjustagreedto

promoteforafee,thensetuphercameraandlights,

usingthetimertotakeafewshotsholdingthetea,

editedthemanduploadedthemtoherInstagram

withsomecaptionabouthowitwaskeepingher

healthy.

She’dneverevendrankthatshit,butwhatever,itput

moneyinherpocket.

Shelaidbackinthebed,noticingthewrapped

birthdaypresentthatshewasnevergonnadeliver…

whydidsheevenbuyit?

***********



Letangsatinhiswheelchairinhismother’shouse.

Hishandsshookwithtremorsasheturnedpages

ofsomerandommagazinetoentertainhimselfas

thekidshadcomeinandchangedthechannel

whilehewaswatching.

Heturnedthepage…andshehadafullspreadin

leopardprintlingerie.

God,shelookedfierce.Andsobeautiful.Especially

thatshehadkeptherhairshortandnaturalwith

thoseblondehighlightsthatpoppedagainsther

beautiful,melaninrich,flawlessskin.

Heclosedhiseyesthinkingofhowbusythehouse

wouldberightnowwithherbakingupastormfor

hisbirthdaytomorrow.

Whoevershewasdatingnowwasaluckyman.

Classicdefinitionofabadbitchinlooks,whowas

alsogoodinbed,kitchen,andalsosubmissive.And

nowmakingmoneymovestoo.Hewishedherwell.

Hecaressedhercheekonthepageasasingletear

randownhischeek.

Hissisterwalkedinandstartedscreamingathim.



MASALU:Letang!Argg!Kantewenaithelaokarega

watlalasentlejaana,bonajaakaotsholotserice

everywhere!Mxim!Areyougoingtosweepit?

LETANG:Salu…youknowmytremorsmakeithard

tofeedmyself…

MASALU:Andwhodidthattoyou?Mxim!Youlost

abeautifulwifeforabitchwhoplayedyou.Oka

mmonagorianaMasedi!,kgarebeetswanglemodi

tv!Youhadajob,everything!Andyouruineditall

forthatbitch.Olelaselomang?Nnayouarea

burdentotahere,takingcareofyou,lebatire

tsenwakebati,shouldIbebathingmygrownman

ofabrotherbecauseoseso?Mxim,nnawantena,

ketatheolawheelchaireooteonneleseose

lelelang.

Moretearsfelldownasherolledhimselftothe

bedroomhesharedwithhisnephew.

Thiswasadailyforhim.Hissiblingandmotherdid

notmakeitasecretthathewasaburden.

Hejustwishedhisdeathwpuldcomefaster.The

doctorEphraimhadmadehimseeoncehadsaid



everythingtheycouldtryonlyhada50/50percent

chance.

Sohecouldbewastinghisbrother’smoneyandstill

endupdisabled.

FightingwithEphraimhadbeentheonlywaytoget

himtobackoff.Letanghadsaidquietafewthings…

andtheywerebadenoughtogetchilledashell

Ephraimangry.

Ohwell.

Hestruggledtogethimselfinbedashisbody

itched.Thelasttimehehadbathwaslastweekend

whenmmaThapelowashere.Nowsheworkedin

Gaboroneandcouldn’tcomeeveryweek.

Hetriedagainbuthishandsweretooshaky.Hehad

forgottolockthewheelchairwheels,itrolledback,

sendinghisemaciatedframefallingtothefloor

facefirst.

Hescreamedforanybodytocomehelp…noone

cameuntilhegaveupandsleptthere,histears

wettingthedirtyfloor.



***********

LIKE,COMMENT,SHARE
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Ephraimparkedinhismother’shomeandwalked

infindingthedladyseatingoutside.

Hegreetedherandsatdown.

EPHRAIM:Mme,kantewhydoyourefusetotellme

whomyfatheris?

MMAEPHRAIM:Idon’tknowwhyyouwantthat

man’sname.Youhaveapreciouslife.Whynot

moveon!

EPHRAIM:Itoldyouwhatthetraditionaldoctorsaid.

MMAEPHRAIM:Thosepeoplearelying.Youdon’t

needanythingfromhim.Besides,Iheardheisdead

now.Iamnottellingyouanything.

EPHRAIM:Thendon’texpectmetobehelpingthe

familywithanythingifyouwon’thelpmyson.



HeangrilywalkedinandfoundLetangseating

alonelookingatamagazinewithabigspreadof

Masediinlingerie.

EPHRAIM:Idon’tknowwhyyoutortureyourself

lookingatthatbitch.Sheusedyouformoney,and

nowthatyouneedher,sheisnowheretobeseen.

Justlikethecrazybitchwhoalmostkilledyouand

youstillallowedhertorobyou.Boycanyoupick

‘em.

LETANG:Whydon’tyoufuckoff,Ephraim.

EPHRAIM:IwanttohelpyouLetang.Ihateseeing

youlikethis…

LETANG:Whatisthismartyrshit?Acoping

mechanismbecauseyoucan’tdoanythingforyour

autisticlittleshit?

EPHRAIM:Fuckyou,Aeisnotautistic.Also,bigtalk

forsomeonewithanactualdisabledchild.Andyou

knowwhat,youareright.Ihavebeenplayingmartyr

fortoolong.Youlotareungrateful,Iamnever

comingbackhere.Ifyoueverdecidetoacceptmy

help,youknowwheretocallme.Nxla.



Hedroveoffangrily.Whywouldn’tLetangjust

accepthelp?Whateverhewaspunishinghimself

for,heneededtogetoverit.

************

Masediparkedatadistanceandlookedattheyard.

Itwashisbirthdaytoday.God,whatthehellwas

shedoinghere?Itwasthiskindofdesperateness

thatgotherlifeinshitthefirsttime.

Thenshesawwheelchairrolloutsidethehouse.

Wasthathim?Hewasinawheelchairnow?

Shehadrefrainedherselffromaskingabouthimso

muchsheliterallyknewnothingofhislife.Sheonly

guessedhewasherebecausetheirhousegot

repossessedwhenhestoppedpayingtheloan,and

sheknewhewasnotlivingatSapelo’s.

Todaywouldbethefirsttimeseeinghimsinceshe

left.

Shepulledherhoodieoverherfaceandwalked

loser,hidingbehindtheshrubsinthefootpath.Oh,

thiswasridiculous!Justgoinalready.Youcameto



wishhimahappybirthdayandgivehimapresent.

No…no…badidea.

Maybeeveryonewasrightandshewasactually

stupid.ShethoughtifthatguyDevonwhowasafter

her…uberrich,handsome,charming.

Yetshejustwasn’tfeelinghim.

Idiocywasseriouslytheonlyexplanation.Shewas

reallystupid.

Shewatchedfromadistanceashetriedtoreach

outforthegatetoopen,failinguntilthewheelchair

fell.

Someonecameout…hissisterMishingo.She

startedyellingathim…anditwasjustbreaking

Masedi’sheart..Withoutasecondthoughtsheran

over.

MASEDI:WhatthehelliswrongwithyouMishingo,

mxim!

Sheyelledasshepulledthewheelchairbackup

andpulledLetangonoy.

LETANG:Sedi…



Helookedsothin…soemaciated…hischeeks

fallingin,thosebigbroadshouldersjustahanger

now…ashellofthemanheusedtobe.

Shedidn’tevenrealiseatearwasrunningdownher

check,orthathehadreachedwithhisshakyhand

andwipedit.

LETANG:I’mfine,Sedi.

MASEDI:Noyouarenot.OhmyGod,whatiswrong

withthisentirefamily,Ihavenevermetpeopleso

cold!Howcanyoulivewithyourbrotherlookinglike

this?Themanwhogaveuphisdreamsandbecame

asoldierjustsoshecouldtakecareofyou

ungratefullot!

MISHINGO:Ekaewenamogatseosiilewarereka

kgona?

MASEDI:(sighing)Letang,waithere.I’llgetmycar.

LETANG:Idon’tneedyourhelp,Masedi.

MISHINGO:Yesyoudo.Motseemma,kewenao

rilenginsicknessandinhealth.

MASEDI:Mxim.



Shewentbacktohercaranddrovebacktothe

gate.

Hewassofrailthatshedidn’tstruggletogethimin

thecaratall,thenputonhiswheelchairanddrove

home.

***********

LetangsatinthecarasMasedidrove.

LETANG:Idon’tneedyourhelp.

MASEDI:Trustme,Idon’twanttohelpyoueither.

LETANG:Thenwhy?

MASEDI:BecauseIamstupid.

LETANG:Ireallyamsorry,Sedi…abouteverything.

Especiallyabouttheuhm…thebaby.

MASEDI:(tearingup)Don’t…just…don’t,talkabout

mychild.YoutriedtokillyourselfLetang!

LETANG:(lookingdownashamed)Ihadan

accident.

MASEDI:Maybeotherpeoplebelievethat.Youtold

meyouweregonnadosomethingstupid!How



couldyoudothistothekids?Justbecauseyouare

hurtingyouendyourpain,fuckeveryoneelse?Don’t

theydeserveafather?

LETANG:Itwasn’tlikethat.Iwantedyoutoget

insurancemoney.

MASEDI:mxim…

LETANG:Youdon’thavetobelieveme,butitstrue.

Masedi,please…takemeback.Idon’twantmykids

seeingmelikethis.

Sheignoredhimandkeptdriving,stoppingatthe

malltogetafewclothesthatwouldfithimashis

oldonethatheworeweredirtyandhungtohis

skeletalframe.

*********

Whentheyarrivedhome,thekidswereattheback

playing.Masediwheeledhimtoherbedroomand

lockedit.

Shegotoutascissorandhershavingrazor,

shavinghisheadandfixinghisbeardthengothim

inthetub,givinghimabath.



Helookedupatherwhilehewashedhim,tears

fallingdownhercheeks.

Helookeddownandtriedtohidehisowntears,

reachinguptocaresshercheek.

MASEDI:(pushinghisarmoff)Don’t.Youdidthis

toyourselfLetang.Youdidthistous.

LETANG:I’msorry…

Shecleanedhiswheelchairandwheeledhimback

inthebedroom,helpinghimgetdressedinthenew

clothes,thenwenttothekitchenandfixedhim

somethingtoeat.Shewatchedhimtrytofeed

himselfforabit,hishandshaking.

Helookeddownembarrassedasshetooktheplate

andfork,andstartedfeedinghim.

LETANG:Iuhm…nervedamage…theysaiditmay

regenerate.Thanksforallthis.IthinkthelasttimeI

hadabathwasaweekago.

MASEDI:So,howaboutotherthings,whatcanyou

manage?

LETANG:Thetoiletiseasy,it’samatteroflocking



thewheelsandusingupperbodystrengthto

transfermyselftothetoiletbowlandthewheelchair.

Mylegsworkit’smyspinethatcan’tsupportmy

framewel.Thebathtubtubissodeepandthewalls

alittlehigh,Ican’tmanagethat.Icanfeedmyself,

butitbecomesanmess.

MASEDI:(sighing)SoIneedtogetsomeoneto

comeintofeedandbathyouondaysIam

travellingforwork.

LETANG:Youdon’thavetodothisMasedi.Just

takemebackhome.

MASEDI:Nomatterhowmuchyoupunishyourself

Letang,itsnotgonnabringbackyourchildthatyou

killed.

Hebrokedowncrying,hisshouldersshakingwith

sobsasMasedicametohughim.

LETANG:(sobbing)Ijust…Idon’tgetit.HowdoI

gettolivewhenhedidn’t?It’smyfaultthebaby

didn’t…I…

Hebrokedownsobbingagain.



MASEDI:Yougettolivebecauseyouhavethree

otherkidswhoneedyou,don’tyougetit?Twoof

whichtheirbiologicalmothersabandonedthem,as

theygrowup,howdoyouthinktheywillfeel

thinkingtheirfathertoodidn’tcareenoughabout

themtolive?

LETANG:WhyareyousokindtomeMasedi,I…

anotherwomanwouldnothaveevenbotheredwith

mykids.

MASEDI:Theyaremykidstoo.Andletmetellyou

something.WhenIcametoyourhouse… firstthing

InoticedwashowunfaithfulyouweretoBoitumelo.

IthoughtIdon’tcareabouthim,Ishouldbewith

himjustforsecurity.Aroofovermyhead,money

tobuymenicethings,youknow…thenwegot

togetherandIhadthismanwhotreatedmesowell,

cheatingaside.ThefirstpersontonotonlytellmeI

ambeautiful,butmakemefeelbeautiful.Mademe

feelaccepted.Forthefirsttime,Ididn’tfeellesser

thanorworthless.AmanIhadfunwith,playedwith,

laughedwith,raisedafamilywith.Itwasnot

intentional.ButIfellinlovewithyouanditall



startedtohurt,thecheating…IbelievedIdeserved

it,andalsothatIcouldn’tdobetter.Whenyoukilled

mychild…Ijustcouldn’tlookatyouanymore.I

hatedyou.ButwhenIheardaboutyourcar

‘accident’,allIwantedtodowascomebewithyou.

ButIlovemykidsandyouhurtthemLetang.Ihad

toforcemyselftostayawaybecauseIknewthe

verymomentIsawyou,thisverythinghappening

rightnowwouldhappen.I’dwannajustmake

everythingrightforyou.TodayIthoughtenough

timehadpasses.Thatyou’dbeok.ThatIwasover

you.WhenIsaw…(shewipedatear)Icouldn’tjust

leaveyou.Icametogiveyouthis.Happybirthday

LETANG:Masedi,youdidn’thaveto…

MASEDI:Openit

Heopeneditandsmiledseeingthewatch.

LETANG:OhmyGod…

MASEDI:It’sthecheapestofthebrand,butIknow

howyoualwaystalkedaboutwhenwehadalittle

moneytospare,you’dbuyoneofthesestupid

luxurywatches.



*************

BoitumelowokeuponherbedroomwithasFabien

kissedhercheek.

FABIEN:Gottarushtotheofficebabe.

BOITUMELO:Comeon,yousaidwewillspend

todaytogether.

FABIEN:Justcheckingonsomething.Toprepfor

themove.I’llbebackinajiffy.

BOITUMELO:(sighing)Idon’twannamovebackto

Botswana,Fabien.

FABIEN:Butbabe,Ican’tdoalongdistance

relationship.Iamatouchyfeelykindofguy.Ineed

youclosetome.

BOITUMELO:Iamstudyinghere!

FABIEN:ThereateuniversitiesinBotswana.

BOITUMELO:Idon’twannagotothose!

FABIEN:Babe,Ihaveputmajorinvestmentinthat

business,Ineedtobetheretomakesureits

successful.AndIneedyouwithme.



Hekissedherandbrushedhisteeththenranoffto

theoffice.

Boitumelocameintothekitchenandfoundhis

mothermakingsomebreakfast.

MOTHER:Yenffer,ImadeyouandFabienbreakfast.

BOITUMELO:Whenareyougonnatakeyour

daughtersandleave?Haven’ty’allleachedon

Fabienenough?

MOTHER:Mydaughter,youknowFabienhas

alwaystakencareofus,wherewillwego?

BOITUMELO:Heela,lady!Yourchilddoesnothave

theresponsibilityofbeingyourbreadwinner.It’sthe

otherwayaround.

MOTHER:YenIjust…mysonlovesyou,soIdon’t

wanttoimpose,buthewantsmetobehereand…

BOITUMELO:Youareimposing!Andtaking

advantageofFab.Tellhimyouwanthimtobuyyou

ahouseandmoveout,becauseI…

Boitumelopinchedherforeheadandclosedher

eyes,moaninginpain.



BOITUMELO:Iamsosorryma…whateverIsaid…I

didn’tmeanit.Breakfastlooksdelicious.Thankyou.

IamsorryaboutwhatIjustsaid.I’ll…uhm…I’llgo

eat.

Theoldladylookedatherconfused.Thatgirlcould

bethesweetestgirlshehadevercomeacrossone

second,andthenthemeanestinthenext.

Shereallywantedtoloveher,shereallydid,despite

howshejustswoopedinandstoleFabienfromhis

lovelyfiancée,butthegirlmadeithard…Hopefully

shewasaphaseandFabienhadnointentionsof

marryingher.

Boitumelosatdowntoeatwithasigh.Sometimes

sheconsideredtellingFabienaboutherdisorder,

butlosinghimscaredhersomuch.Andwhothe

hellwouldwantapersonwithfivepeopleinher

head?Andwhathappensifshegottreatmentand

Yenwentaway?FabienwasinlovewithYen.

ShesnoopedinMasedi’sprofilewithasmile.

Masedihadjustpostedapictureofthekidsin

swimwear,playinginaninflatablepool.



God,Boyciewassobig…sohandsome!Helooked

likehisfather.

Masedihadalsopostedafewshotsofher

modelling.Shewassopretty.Boitumelosmiled

thinkingofhowshehadalwaysadmiredMasedi’s

flawless,melaninrichskin.

AndnowshewassohappythatMasediwasdoing

well.Andfromthelookofit,leftLetang,whichwas

good.

*************

InthemorningMaseditookPenelopetohershoot.

Shesatdirectingthelittlegirl,whileoverhearing

anothermotheronthephone.

‘Idecidedwearedoingit.Yea…yea…no,theyare

private…no,theydostemcellmatching,myfriend

fromtheUSactuallystartedwalkingagainafter

cordbloodtreatments.I’lltakeoutallmysaving,as

longasmysoncanwalkagain’

Masediperkedup,listeningtoherconversation.

WhenshehungupMasediturnedtoher.



MASEDI:Iamsosorrytobelisteninginonyour

conversation,butwhatyousaidwasinteresting.My

husband,hegotaspinalinjurythattheysaidwasa

50/50chanceofrecovery…

HER:Sameaswhattheytoldusaboutmyson.We

arestartingcordbloodtreatmentinGhana.Thereis

thisdoctor…hehasacontacthere.Takeyour

husbandforaconsultation.Hereisacard.

AfterPenelope’sshoot,shecalledtheclinic,which

wasinGaborone,andmadeanappointment.

Theydrovebackhomeandfoundtheyoungerkids

playingaroundLetang.

LETANG:Heygirls…

MASEDI:(smiling)Heyboys.Iseeyouarehaving

fun…Penny,yourdadsaidhi.

Shesaidapolite‘hello’andwalkedofftoplaywith

herdolls.

Masedisighedandlookeddown.

MASEDI:Givehertime…shehasaclear

recollectionofthings,youcan’tblameher.



TheyheardacommotionoutsideandMasediwent

tolook,findingCharityarguingwithhersister.

CHARITY:Theresheis.Bitch,youareusingmy

childtoliveafancylife,keengosaitsholelewa

gago…ohwait,youbirthdigole,nowyouwanna

usemybaby.

Masedirolledhereyesandclosedthedooronher

faceasCharitybangedthedoorandshoutedagain,

callingforPenelope

CHARITY:IwantmydaughterMasedi!

Letangopenedthedoorandrolledhiswheelchair

out.

LETANG:Wow,sheknowsshehasadaughternow.

CHARITY:IfyouthinkI’mgonnaletyourbitchuse

mychild…

LETANG:Firstoff,don’tcallmywifeabitch.

CHARITY:Or.What.Otlonthulakawheelchair?

(laughing)Mxim.Nigga,please.Youcan’tdoshit.

I’llpushthiswheelchairtotheground.Idemand

halfofwhatOpeneismakingbeinginallthoseads.



Iwillsueyou,nxla.

LETANG:Goonandsue.Justdoremembertopay

maintenanceyouowefromsinceshewastwo.Six

wholeyearsofyounotknowingwhatsheeats,

whereshesleeps…wearesupposedtoshareher

costsafterall.

CHARITY:Mxim,Iwantmymoney,tellthatcharcoal

bitchtonotletmecatchheronthestreets.

Shehuffedoffangrily.

Masedilookedoutofthewindowandfeltsadas

Letanglookeddownsadly.SheknewCharity’s

commentsabouthimbeinginawheelchairandnot

abletodoanythinghithard.Letanghadalways

pridedhimselfonhisbrutestrengthandabilityto

protecthisfamily.

Shewentoutsideandhuggedhimfromtheback.

MASEDI:Wearegonnagetyoufixed.

************

Sapelosatinfrontofherhousewithherkidswhen

ataxistoppedinfrontandmmaEphraimwalkedin.



Whatthehelldidshewant.

ShecameandSapelogaveherachair.

SAPELO:Ephraimleftforfootballwithhisfriends.

MMAEPHRAIM:Good,becauseIwantedtotalkto

you.

SAPELO:About?

MMAEPHRAIM:(sighing)Whatyourhusbandhas

beenaskingabout.

******************
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Myapologiesaboutmissingpoststhepastfew

days.IhadamountainofworkIjustgotthrough.

Sonowwearedoingamarathontocatchup.Like,

share,comment,andnextepisodeisat

1000/100/10.

Muchlove.
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Sapelolookedathermotherinlaw,notknowing

whattosayastheoldwomansniffled.

MMAEPHRAIM:IthinkhemayhavetoldyouI

workedasamaid.IcamefromnothingandIjust

wantedtomakealifeformyselfwithmyown

hands.IwassoexcitedwhenIgotajobatthese

richpeople’shouse.Iworkedhardanearnestly…I

wasaloneinthehousecleaningwhenthemanof

thehousecame.Hecomplimentedme,butI

ignoredhim.Ididnotwanttobefiredbyhiswives.

ItwentonforabituntilonedayIfeltmybedroom

dooropen.Hecoveredmymouthwithhishand

and…and…

Shewipedmoretears.

MMAEPRAIM:Itoldtheladyofthehouseandshe

toldmeIfIeverseducedherhusbandagainshe

wouldsuemeforwreckinghermarriage.Anyway,it

happenedsooften…andthenIwaspregnant.I



just…Idisappeared,nevershoweduptoworkagain.

Tellme,howdoyoutellyourchildtheyarea

productofrape?BecauseIdon’tknownifIwillbe

abletolieaboutitifItoldhim.

Shewipedheryearsandstoodup.

MMAEPHRAIM:TellEphraimheisalreadyworking

forhisfather’sgrandchild.

Shepickedupherbagandwalkedoff,hailingataxi.

Sapelojustsatthereinshock.Whatthehell!Why

cometoherwithsuchinformation!Whatwasshe

supposedtodonow?

***********

MasedisatacrossthedoctorinGaborone.

MASEDI:So,youthinkitcanwork?

DR:Fromhisreportshere?Totally,evenifithas

beenlong.OfcourseIhavetoexaminehimfor

myself.Butfromhisreports,hejusthasaslow

regenerationofnerves,butcordbloodcan

accelerateit.Ifwestartnow,hecanbereadyfor

physioinsixmonths,andwalkinginayear.Tge



longerwewait,thelesserthechanceoffull

recovery.Nowhestillhasaverygoodchance.

MASEDI:Butcordbloodyoumeanlikefrom

umbilicalblood?Wherewouldwegetthat?

DR:Wesourcethat.Wejustneedtofindamatch

forhim,whichshouldnotbeaproblem,lookingat

hisfiles.

MASEDI:Heisnotundermymedicalcoverage…

DR:Oh…

MASEDI:Howmuchwillitcost?

DR:I’mgonnagiveyoumaximumandsayP250

000altogether.Thecordbloodstemcellinfusion,

whichwillbeeight,themedicationandallthat.

Lord,wherewouldshefindsuchmoney!

Hersavingswerenowherenearthat,whatwiththe

kids’school,Percy’smedicine,andhersister’skids.

************

Boitumelosatinherbedroompackingherbag.She

wasnotfuckingdoingthisshitwithFabien.Move



backtoBotswanaforwhat?

Marawalkedinandkissedher.

MARA:Youreadybabe?

BOITUMELO:Iam.Fuckthis.Itriedtomakeitwork.

MARA:Toldyouthisshouldhavebeenjustabout

securingthebag.

BOITUMELO:Unfortunatelyoneofusfellforthe

idiot.Iwasjustgonnamarryhimandwalkwithhalf

hismoney,butit’snotworthmovingbackthere.

MARA:Youknowyougotahomewithmebabe

Shepulledhercloserandkissedher,pushingheron

thebedandtheystartedmakingout.

ThedooropenedandFabienstoodthere.

FABIEN:Whatonearthisgoingonhere?

**********

EphraimgothomeandSapelobroughthisdinner,

thensatwithhimasthehelperputthekidstosleep.

SAPELO:So,yourmothercametoseeme.



EPHRAIM:Ihopeyoudidn’tgiveheranymoney.

Whywouldwehelpherwhensheisrefusingtohelp

me.

SAPELO:Sheuhm…shehadherreasonsnotto.

EPHRAIM:Youinhercornernow?Whatdidshesay?

SAPELO:Iuhm…I…

Howwasshesupposedtotellhimthiswithout

hurtinghim.Beingtoldsomethinglikethatcould

shatteraperson’sworld.

SAPELO:Sheuhm…shehadanaffairwithherboss.

That’swhoyourfatheris.Shenevertoldhim

becauseshewasafraidofhiswife…sosheuhm…

shequitherjobandran.

Shefeltsobadlyingaboutthisandmakingthe

victimlookbad,butEphraimwashappyandhada

goodlife.Noneedtoruinitwithallthat.

EPHRAIM:Thatstilldoesn’ttellmewhomyfatheris,

doesit?

SAPELO:Allshesaidwasyouareworkingforyour

father’sgrandchild.



EPHRAIM:Huh?

***************

MasedisatinthebedroomcallingLetang.

MASEDI:Hey…

LETANG:Hey…howiseverything?

MASEDI:Italkedtoadoctor…

LETANG:Sedi…

MASESI:Iamnotdiscussingthiswithyou.Weare

tryingthis.It’ssomestemcellcordbloodwhatever.

ItworksLetang.Peoplewithspinalinjuries

recoveredfromthistreatment.

LETANG:Ibetit’sexpensive.I’mnotgonna

bankruptyouwith…

MASEDI:It’snot.

LETANG:Howmuch?

MASEDI:It’suhm…uhm..P25000.Ihavesavingof

alittleoverP45000.WecanuseitandthenI’llfind

awayforyoutogetbackyourtradingandbitcoin

whateversoyoucanmakemymoneyback.



LETANG:No.Iamnottakingmoneyfromyouand

ourkids.

MASEDI:Goodnight.

Shehungupwithasigh.Whereonearthwasshe

gonnagetallthatmoney.Allshehadsavedwas

P45000,andLetang’streatmentneededP250000.

Hell,shewasgonnaneedattheveryleasttwo

yearstogetallthatsavedupifshewaslucky.And

thedoctorsaidthelongerhestayedwithout

treatment,thelesserthechances.Letangwas

alreadyayearin.

ShewentonFacebookandcontactedsomereal

estateguysheknew.

Nope,herplotwasnotgonnagethernowherenear

whattheyneeded,butsheaskedtheguytolistit

anyway.

Shesighedsadlylookingatanothermodel’sprofile.

Girlsweremakingsomuchmoneywithextra

curricular.Stuffshehadsofarstayedawayfrom,

notthatshedidn’tgetoffers.Thelastwasfroma

guyinKuwaitwhohadofferedheraKD10000fora



week‘indulginghisfantasies’,whateverthatmeant.

ShewentintoGoogleandsearchedhowmuchKD

10000wasinPula.

Damn.

P394400.

Thatwoulddefinitelycoverwhattheyneeded.Her

handsshookandtearsrandownhercheeksasshe

typedthemessageback.

‘Whatdoesfantasiesentail’

‘Oh,youfinallyreply.WhateversexualactIwant.’

‘That’llcostyoumore…doubleit‘

‘Nah,aintnopussyworththat.ThisisKuwaitDinar,

bitch.Highestcurrencyintheworld.TakeitorI’m

gonnafindsomeonewhocandoitfor5.Ijustlike

youbecausethereisaninnocencetoyou,notall

theseprostitutesonline.I’llgiveyouKD15000.Last

offer.’

‘Fine.Butmyconditionisnovideos,nophotos.‘

‘YouthinkIwantthisshitcomingout?Youknow



whoIam?Definitelynovideos.’

‘AndIamnottravellingthere.Peoplegetsoldinto

prostitutionandshit.’

‘ Smartgirl.Butthatworksforme.Therearetoo

manyeyeshere.I’llcomethere.Whichisthemost

secludedfivestarhotel?Doyouhavehotelsthere?’

‘Ha.Ha.Funny.Ofcoursewedo.’

‘Findone.Private.ThengivemetheinfoandIwill

handlethebooking.Iwantitbyendofday.‘

‘Ok’

‘Ihaveprettysickfetishes,sowhenIsayeverything,

Imeaneverything.Nopullingoutinthelastminute.

Wegood?’

‘Ok’

‘Nowdeletethesemessages,andifyouevertryto

usethemtoblackmailmeorsomeshit,Iwillmake

yourlifealivinghellbeforeIkillyou.’

Shequicklydeletedeverythingandcollapsedtothe

bedcrying.God,wasthiswhatshehadcometo?



Foramanwhohadbeathertoapulpandlefther

bruisedandbloodytogoonholidaywithanother

woman?Themanwhokilledherchild…

Shesighedandwipedhertears.Herkidsdeserved

afather,andifshewasgonnaforgive,sheneeded

todoitfullyLetanghadbeenpunishedenough.

Andshereallymustbestupidbecausesheloved

theasshole.Shespentdaysdaydreamingifthelife

theyhad.NowimagineareformedLetangafter

goingthroughallthis.Himminusthecheating.It

wasgonnabeperfect.Thiswasaninvestmentinto

theirfuture.

*************
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BoitumelolookedupatFabienandlaughed.

BOITUMELO:Hibaby!So,yeah…this.

FABIEN:Whatthehell,Yenffer!Seriously?Youare



cheatingonme…withawoman?Yourbestfriend?

BOITUMELO:(laughing)TechnicallyIcheatedon

herwithyou.Butmybabecoollikethat.Shedon’t

mindsharing.Oh,also,Iamleavingyou.Ihaveno

intentionsofgoingbacktoBotswanasobye.Babe,

let’sgo…

ShepulledonesuitcasewhileMarapulledtheother

andheadedtohercar.

FABIEN:Yen…wait…wecantalkaboutthis.I…

BOITUMELO:Bye…

*********

Ephraimwalkedintohisboss’officenervously.

Howthehelldoyoutellsomeone‘mymomhadan

affairwithyourgrandfather,andnowIneedyour

help’

BOSS:Eph…youlookdownman,wassup?Eph,you

ok?Takeaseat.

Hesatdownwithasigh

EPHRAIM:IjustwantyoutoknowIamnotlooking

foranything,atall.Iwouldn’teventellyouifmyson



didn’tneedit.

BOSS:Youarenotmakingsense,man.Talktome.

EPHRAIM:(nervously)Apparentlymyuhm…well,

rememberwhatthattraditionaldoctorsaid?

BOSS:Yea,thatyouneededtofindyourbiological

familyandintroduceyoursontoyourancestors?

EPHRAIM:Yea…Iuhm…Ifoundoutwhomyfather

is.

BOSS:Yea?Ishebeingdifficult?

EPHRAIM:Hepassed..

BOSS:Damn…ok,doeshehavefamilyor

something?

EPHRAIM:Well…hewas…uhm…wecoulddoDNA

testingandall.Butaccordingtomymother,hewas

yourgrandfather.Sheworkedatyourhouseasa

maidalongtimeago.PleaseknowthatallIwantis

togetmysonhelp.

Helookeddownnervously.

BOSS:(laughing)Yoh,Eph,chillman!Myfatherwas



adog,hecheatedeverychancehegot,eventhough

hehadmultiplewives.Iamnotsurprisedatall.

EPHRAIM:Father?

BOSS:(laughing)Turnsouthesleptwithhisson’s

wifetoo.My‘grandfather’wasactuallymyfather.

Yup,daddydearestwassomethingelse.Wow,that

makesyoumybabybrother.

EPHRAIM:Youarenotmad?

BOSS:Mad?Dude,whywouldIbe?IlikeyouEph.

Youareahardworkingandhonestman.Andat

leastnowIgotalittlebrotherwholistenstome…

sometimes.Alright…uhm…mysonistheonewho

knowsallthisancestorshit.Goodthingheishome

forholiday.I’lltalktohimtonightandseewhenhe

candothatwholeintroducingtotheancestorsshit.

EPHRAIM:Aren’tyouevengonnawaitforaDNA

test?

BOSS:Ibelieveyou…plusifit’swrong,mysonor

wifewillknow.

Ephraimlookedathimconfused.



BOSS:(laughing)Thereisalotofweirdshitinthis

worldman.Alot.You’llsoonfindout.Ilearnedthe

hardway.

************

SapeloparkedinfrontofmmaEphraim’shouseand

unloadedthegroceries,thenwenttoseatwiththe

oldwoman.

MMAEPHRAIM:Youtoldhim,didn’tyou?Sapelo,

doyouknowwhatthatinformationwilldotohim?

Whatifhestartshatingthatfamilyandquitshisjob?

Whatif…

SAPELO:Itoldhimyouhadanaffairwiththat

man…

MMAEPHRAIM:An…oh.Ok…ok…

SAPELO:Andwewillkeepitthatway.Youareright,

knowingthiswouldhurthim.

MMAEPHRAIM:Thankyoumydaughter.Thank

youverymuch.Mysonisveryluckytohaveyou.

SAPELO:(laughing)Lonagape?

MMAEPHRAIM:(Laughing)Mxim,tisakwano



dipolaseteketseomonnakebonegoreorekileng,

kanaharataarekilediswaswahela,Ieatgood

brands,mysonisaboss.Mxim,jaanonggagona

coke?

SAPELO:(rollinghereyes)Andsheisback…Iwas

startingtogetuncomfortablewithaniceyou.

MMAEPHRAIM:Lookathowshetalkstome.Gake

monkanaagothengwanyanakewenaosenang

botho!

SAPELO:Ibettergo,Ihavework.

MMAEPHRAIM:Jaanonggaotogelemadia

seshabo?

ShesighedandgaveherP200,thenwalkedoffto

hercar.

************

BoitumelowokeupinMara’sbedroom.Shehada

vagueideaofwhathappened.

OhmyGod.OhmyGod,shehadleftFabien.

No,no,no!



ShelikedMaraandall,butasafriend,shewasn’t

gay!

Shehadfrontedafewtimeswhileintimatewith

Maraanditrepulsedher,kissinganotherwoman.

ThatwasYen’sthing,nother.

SheranoutandgotinMara’scar,drivingto

Fabien’shouse.

Hewasn’thome.Shedrovetohisofficeandjust

ranupstairs.

Shefoundhimfinishingameetingandwaited

outsidenervously.Whenshewasfinallylocked

insidetheofficewithhim,shesatonthechair

nervouslybitinghernails.

FABIEN:Whatthehelldoyouwantnow?

BOITUMELO:(sobbing)Fab,I’msosorry,Ididn’t

mean…

FABIEN:Listen,Boitumelo,Ican’tdothishotand

coldshitanymore.Oneminuteyouarelikethis,the

nextminutetotallydifferent.Whatbipolarshitis

this!Getthehelloutofmyoffice



BOITUMELO:(crying)Fab,please…Iloveyou…I

just…I…Jesus,wouldyouletmetalk!Youare

ruiningmylife!

FABIEN:I’mrunningyourlife?Youbargedintomy

officeinpajamas!

BOITUMELO:Notyou,I’msorry.(sobbingand

bbeggin)PleaseYen,please…justfiveminutes…

FABIEN:Whatthefuckisthis?Idon’thavetimefor

thisshit!

BOITUMELO:Ihavemultiplepersonalitydisorder.

FABIEN:Huh?

BOITUMELO:Therearefivepeopleinmyhead,I

knowit’salottodealwithandyouknowYenandall,

butthehostisme,Boitumelo,andIloveyou,Ijust…

IamsorryIamnotlivelyandvibrantandsexylike

Yen,Iamanintrovertwholikesreadingandcomics

and…

Hejustcameandhuggedheruntilshestopped

sobbing.

FABIEN:Babe,I’mnotgoingtopretendIunderstand



this,butIwannahelpyou.

BOITUMELO:(Cryinghysterically)Ijust…Ican’t

believe…youknow,likeheismyfather,andhe

just…ohmyGod(breakingdowncrying)Wait,who

areyou?

FABIEN:It’sme,Yen,I…

BOITUMELO:(crying)WhoisYen,what’sgoingon?

Ineedtogethome.Ijust…Iamsosickofthis

wakingupwithnoideawhat’sgoingonorwhereI

am.Somethingiswrongwithme.Like,Ihaveso

manyproblemsand…and…whydobadthings

alwayshappentome…

Fabientriedtohugherandsherecoiledback.

BOITUMELO:(sobbing)Juststop,ok?Idon’tknow

you.Iwanttogohome.

Sheranoutsideandsatonthefloorcryingwhen

shecouldn’trecognizethelandscape.

BOITUMELO:(breakingdowncrying)Whatisthis

place?Ineedtogohome,doyouknowwhereIcan

getthetaxistoWhiteCity?



Fabiensighedandcarriedhertothecar,yellingat

employedwhohadcomeouttolook.

FABIEN:Thefuckyoulookingat?Getbacktowork

ifyoudon’twannabefired.

BOITUMELO:(crying)Pleasesir…canyoujusttake

mehome.Please…

FABIEN:It’sok,I’mtakingyouhome.

BOITUMELO:(sobbing)Thankyou…

Sherubbedherforeheadwithhereyesclosed,then

satupstraightwithamockingsmile.

BOITUMELO:TellmeFabien,areyouoneofthe

desperateoneswhowillchaseaftersomeonewho

doesn’twantthem?Imean,youarenotbadlooking,

yougotmoney…it’sthesmallsizedick,isn’tit?You

know,Letang’sdickisliketricethesizeofyours?

Thatmangotgooddick.Mightfuckhimagainwhen

Igethome.

FABIEN:Iamtryingtohelpyoudamnit!

BOITUMELO:I.don’t.Need.Your.Help!Idon’tlove

you.IloveMara.



Shegotablankstareinherfacebeforestartingto

laugh.

FabienparkedandBoitumelofollowedhiminside

laughingsarcastically.

BOITUMELO:Oh,notthisshitagain!Thisis

ridiculousman.I’malwayslosingthistime.How

longhasitbeennmthiatimearound?Days?Weeks?

ProbablymonthsIdon’trecognizeshithere.Where

amIeven?Whoareyou?Isthatawinecellar?

Shiiid!Soy’allrichrich,huh?Winecellarshiid.A

bitchcouldlivehere.I’llfuckyougoodinreturn?

(laughing).

Sherantothecellarandtookabottleopeningitand

drinkingstraightfromthebottle.

FABIEN:ShouldIcalladoctor?

BOITUMELO:It’swhateves,doyoubro.Youlook

likeaniceguy.Didwefuckorsomething?Of

coursewedid,whyelsewouldIbehere.Shit,Iam

suchafuckingwhore(laughing)gotevenmydaddy

(laughingandtakingaswigfromthebottle)That’s

me,hohoho!



AcarstoppedoutsideandMarawalkedin.

MARA:ThanksforcallingmeFabien.

BOUTUMELO:Mara…hey,what’sup?Whatplaceis

this?Ifuckinglovethiswine.Thisshittaste

expensive.Mustn’tdrinktoomuchthough…last

timeIdid..Iendedupgettingdruggedandraoes.

HepinnedmedownandslappedmewhenItriedto

usethelittleenergyIhadtopushhimaway,them

hewasjustpumpingmeupasItriedtobeghimto

stop.FuckingKgosi,man.Thatbitchrapedme.He

isLetang’sfriend.Well,that’swhatmystupidass

getsforbeingsuchanalcoholic.

Shepickedaknifefromthekitchencounterand

startedcuttinghiswrists,butMaragrabbedit.

MARA:Mellothen…Mello,dude.Seriously.Youare

messingshitup.

BOITUMELO:AndyouthinkIcare?Whydon’tyou

takeyourbourgieasstoyourfancyhouseandsnort

morecoke,youfuckingpsychopathborderline

junkie?Iactuallyhateyourass.Idon’tevenknow

howwemetorhowit’spossibleIhangwithyou…



MARA:(sighing)Naptime(sheinjectedherwitha

musclerelaxant).IhopewhenyouwakeupMara

willfront.

***********

Boitumelowokeuplaterandlookedaround.

Fabien’shouse.

Shewasalwayscompletelyunawarewheneither

MelloorTumietookover.Shewasfullyawarewhen

YenorTutudid.God,atleastletitshouldhavebeen

Tumie…becauseMellocameoutthensheand

Fabienwerebasicallydone.

FABIEN:Hey…

BOITUMELO:I’mreallysorryaboutwhatever

happened.

FABIEN:Youdon’thavetoapologiesforbeingsick.

BOITUMELO:Ioweyouanexplanation.

FABIEN:Youdon’towemeanythingyoudon’t

wannashare.

BOITUMELO:Iwanttoshare.IloveyouFabien,I

knowyouonlyloveYen,but…



FABIEN:YenisthefeistyoneaccordingtoMara,

right?

BOITUMELO:(Nodding)Iamboringandnot

extravertedlikeher.

FABIEN:Idon’tknowwhyyouthinkIlovehermore.

Sheisgreatinbedandhersaucinessand

confidenceandallmighthavepulledmein,butIfell

fortheyou.Thesweetone.TheoneIamtalkingto

rightnow.Thehost,isit?

Boitumelosmiledandnodded

FABIEN:Ihavebeenreadingaboutthis

dissociativeidentitydisorderwhileyouslept.I

watchedvideos.

BOITUMELO:Thankyou…andIwannatellyou…

everything.Howitallstarted.

FABIEN:Ifit’snotcomfortable…

BOITUMELO:NoIwanttogetitoutnow.Iwas

onlysixwhenmyfather…heuhm…mymotherwas

workinganightshift.Sheisanurse.Iwasjustwith

mydaddy.HetoldmeIwashisspeciallittlebaby.



ThatIhadaspecialjob…thatalllittlegirlsdoitfor

theirdaddies.Heshowedmepornvideosofsick

bastardslikehimgettingblowjobsfromlittlegirls.

HesaidIhadtodothattoo.Thenhemademekneel

onthebedashetookhisd*ckout.Askedmeto

touchit…tokissit,lickit,thentoldmetoopenmy

mouth…hepuaheditin…itstretchesmymouth

untilIfeltpain.Ithurtmythroattoo…(asingletear

fellfromhereye)

Fabientriedtopullhercloser,butsheshookher

head.

FABIEN:Youdon’thavetocontinue…

BOITUMELI:Please,letme…it’smyreality.Andit

willmakeyoufeelbetterwhenyoudecidetorun.

FABIEN:I’mnotrunning.

BOITUMELO:Anyway,hemademecovertherestof

hisd*ckwithmyhandsandshowedmehowto

movethem.Hecameinmymouthandtoldmeto

swallowit.Saiditwouldmakemegrow.Ihatedthe

taste.SomehowImusthaveknownitwaswrong

becauseIcheckedoutrightthere.Itwasn’t



happeningtome…soTutuappeared.Everytimeit

happened,Iwouldjustcheckout.HehadsaidI

couldnottellanyone,butIhadthiscousinI

admiredsomuchbecauseshewasthesweetest,

kindestpersonever.SoIaskedherifsheliked

doingit.Shewassoshocked,shetoldmymother.

Mymotherhitheranddeniedthatmyfatherwould

dothattome.Itriedtoconvinceherhedid,butshe

beatmeuptoowhenwegothome,andsaidifIever

saidrubbishlikethatshewillbeatmemore,my

fatherwouldneverdothat.Iwassosad.Icouldn’t

handleit.Mymother’sbetrayal.Iwantedtodie.To

killmyself.Atonlysix.That’swhenTumieappeared.

Tumiegrowswithme,Tutudoesn’t,shestaysonly

eight.Sheisaninnocenthappyplace,Tumieisall

thesadness.Anyway,itwentonuntilattwelve

whenmymomwasout,myfathercameinandsaid

Iwasabiggirlnow.Icoulddomore.Iarguedthatit

waswrong,andhestartedcrying.HesaidifIdidn’t

looksosexy,hewouldn’thavetodothis.ThatI

woreshortsaroundthehouseandtemptedhim.

Thathewasweak,Ishouldnottempthim.Hesaid

ifIdidn’tdoithewouldprobablygooutsideand



rapeandgotoprison,andthenbothmamaandhim

wouldgotoprisonandIwillbeastreetkid.Ididn’t

wanttobeastreetkid.SoIlaiddown.Hepulledmy

pantiesoffandpushedmylegsapartwithhisknee.

Icheckedoutagain,andanewpersonaappeared.

Mello.Sheisalltheguiltandselfblame.Shedoes

notcareaboutanythingandsheselfharms.Itotally

blackoutwhenMellofronts,Idon’tremembera

thing.Ithinkit’sbecausethetraumaifmyfather’s

dickinsidemeistoomuch.Idon’trememberit.In

mymind,thehost’smind,Istayedavirginandonly

lostmyvirginitytomybabydaddy.Ionlyfoundout

abouttherapesfromMara,Mellotoldherwhenshe

tookover.Apparentlyaccordingtomydoctor,

bleedingcouldhavebeenjustfrictionfrombeing

toodryduetobeingnervous.Anyway,that

happenedandapparentlywentonuntilIwas

sixteen.Ihavenorecollectionofit,onlyMellodoes.

WhenIwassixteenapparentlymymothercaught

himontopofmewhenshecamebackhome

unexpected.Theyfoughtandshethrewhimout,but

didn’treporthim.Heblamedmeforit.Thatwasthe

lasttimeIsawhim.Yenfferisrecent.Aftermybaby



daddybeatmeup.Butsheistheonewhohasbeen

incontrolmostofourrelationshipwithyou.She

alterswithme.Shedoesn’tcaremuchforyou,she

wantedyouformoney,sheisinlovewithMara.I

loveyou.Becauseofallthat,Iamincapableof

havingsexasme.WheneverIamintimate,it’sas

Yen.YenorMello.That’sall.Andyoudon’tneedto

apologiesaboutrunning.Iunderstand.Itwasgreat

knowingyou.

FABIEN:(sighing)IsaidI’mnotrunning.We’llget

youadoctor.Dowhateverweneedtodo.

Hepulledherintoahug.

***********

AfewdayslaterMasediwalkedintothehotelroom

andfoundtheguylayingonbednaked,playing

withhimself.

HIM:Hey…youareevenmorebeautifulinperson.

MASEDI:Uhm…thanks?

HIM:Iputinthemoney.Yousaw?Putitdownasa

businessinvestment.



MASEDI:Yea…uhm..thanks.Whatdoyouwantme

todo?

HIM:Whatdoyouknowaboutcoprophilia?

MASEDI:Whatisthat?

HIM:Takeoffyourclothesandlayonyourbackon

thefloor…openyourmouth…

************
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Masedijustlaidlimpasheuncuffedher.Whenhe

toldherwhathewantedtodotohershehad

refused,triedtobackdown,promisedshewould

giveallhismoneyback.Buthehadjustlaughed

andtoldhertherewasnopullingbacknow,she’d

alreadyagreed.Hehadcoveredhermouthwithhis

handsandpinnedhertothefloor,cuffingher

handstothebedpost,andherfeetalsosomewhere

shecouldn’ttell.



He’ssatonherchestwithaknifetoherthroat,

demandingsheopenedhermouth.

God,shecouldn’tdie…herchildrenneededher,

especiallywithLetangashewasrightnow.

Shetriedtonegotiatewithhim,buthewasn’t

interested,justkeptthreateningtocutherifshe

didn’tcomply.realizedhemeantbusiness,she

finallycompliedandhadlaidtherefrozenuntilhe

wasdone.

Shecouldn’tevenmoveafterheuncuffedher,he

endedupcarryinghertothebathtubandusedthe

showerhosetowashhermouthoutthehetook

sometoothpasteandbrushedhermouthforher,

followedbyaListerineshesomehowmanagedto

moveenoughtogurgle,andthengurgledsomegin,

finallyheusedabreathsprayonherandputsome

chocolatemintonhermouth.

Heemptiedthetubandfilleditwithcleanwaterand

someveryexpensivelookingbathgels,saltsand

oils,thencontinuedtowashheranddriedherup,

takinghertothebed.



HIM:I’mnotabadperson,youknow.Ijust…Iget

turnedonbywhatIgetturnedonby.Ididn’tmean

tohurtyou.

Tearsjustwelleddownandfelltothesideofher

faceasshespokesoftly.

MASEDI:(sobbing)Isaidno.Ididn’twanttodo

this…Isaid…

HIM:ButItoldyouonceagreed,youcouldn’tback

off.Ireallywantedtodothiswithyou…Icould

easilygetoneofthoseInstagirlswhowouldbe

morethanwillingforhalftheprice,butIwantedyou.

Everythingaboutyouisjustsosensual,sosweet…

ifIwastopictureanAfricangoddess,she’dlook

likeyou.Eversincewetalked,Ihavebeenso

excitedIevendreamtaboutit.Icouldn’tstop

myself.Eatyourmint.

Shehadnotevenrealizedthatthechocolatehehad

putinhermouthwasstillthere.Asshetriedto

swallowit,allherlunchcamehurlingbackallover

thebed.

Theguysighedandcalledroomservice,thentook



hertothebathroomsagain.

HIM:Youarebeingsuchababyaboutthis,girlsdo

itallthetime.

Shejuststaredintospaceastearsrandownher

face.

MASEDI:Isaidno…ItoldyouIdidn’twanttodo

that.

HIM:I’msorry…Icouldn’tstopmyself..Ihave

impulsecontrolissues,whenmymindisseton

somethingIcan’trestuntilitsdone.

Hedrainedthewaterandfilledthetubagain,with

allthebathsalts,thenjoinedherinthetub,laying

herhischestandstartedkissingher.

HIM:Juststaytonightandyoucanleaveinthe

morning,youdon’tneedtostayaweek.Ishouldn’t

haveforcedyou.It’sjust…youfascinateme.

************

EphraimparkedinfrontifMalebogo’shouseand

knocked.

MALEBOGO:Whatdoyouwant?



EPHRAIM:Mydaughter…myfamilyisdoing

somethingandIneedherthereaspartifthefamily.

MALEBOGO:Whatdoyoumeansomething?Soshe

onlyconvenientasadecorativeforfamilyevents?

Younevercomeforher,youthinksheisraisedby

moneyalone?

EPHRAIM:Whydoyouthinkisthat,Malebogo.Any

timeItrytotakeheryouyellatmeandrefuse,but

neverrefusemymoney.Givememydaughter.

MALEBOGO:Whatkindofeventisit?Ifyouare

takingmydaughterIamcoming.

EPHRAIM:Thehellyouare.It’safamilything.It’s

private

MALEBOGO:Privateforwhat?Youarenottaking

mydaughtertosomerubbishwitchcraftthing!Iam

aChristianandI…

EPHRAIM:Reallydon’thavetimeforyourshitright

now.Ihavearighttomychild.

Hepushedpastherandgotonside,pickingupthe

babyandwalkedout.



Malebogoscreamedafterhimandinsultedhim.

Shecaughtupwithhimandtriedtopullthebaby

away.

MALEBOGO:Iamnotlettingtogodowitchcrafton

mychild!Never!

Heshovedherhardandgotinhiscarasshefell

down.

MALEBOGO:Iamgoingtoreportyou!Youwillsee!

EPHRAIM:Runrightalong,whydon’tyou?

*********

EphraimarrivedattheLedimoestatewithhisfamily.

Hisbossandthewivesmethimandtheychatted

forabit.

Ayoungerversionofhisbosscameoverand

smiledatthem,shakingEphraimandSapelo’s

hands,thentookAedirwe.

HIM:Yup…definitelyaLedimocub.Comemeet

yourfamilylongsleepingmonna.Theyaretroubling

youbecauseyouwerenothome.Nowyouknow

yourfamily.Everythingwillbefine.



SapelowhisperedtoEphraim

SAPELO:(whispering)Heistheonedoingthe

ceremony?HelookslikesomeyoungAmerican

rapperorsomething.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)stop,willyou?Heisalsoin

Harvard.

SAPELO:Howonearthdoesonedoboth.Likehow

canhebelieveinthisshitwhenheiseducatedand

all.

Theguylaughedfromadistance.

HIM:(laughing)Samewayyoubelieveinthewhite

peopleGoddespitethefactthatitbroughtslavery

toourpeople,aunty.

Hethrewapeacesignandgotonwithhisthings,

smearingsomeblackpasteonAedirwe’sforehead

andwrists,thenwentonchanting.

***********

BoitumelosateatingbreakfastwithFabien.

FABIEN:So,Idecidedtopostponeourmoveto

Botswana.Youarenotreadyforit,soIwillstayand



wewillgetyouwhatevertreatment.Italkedtoa

psychiatristonthephoneandshetoldmethereis

nocure,butthereismedicinethathelpsandshe

willteachyoucopingtechniquesandhelpyoulive

withtheconditionandkeepthehostdominantmost

ofthetime.

BOITUMELO:Thankyou….Idon’tknowifIcandoit

becauseYenisthestrongestandwhenshefrontsI

just…Ihaveahardtimetakingover.

FABIEN:Shewillteachmetoohowtoencourage

thehostinsteadofthealters.

BOITUMELO:Youknowyoucoulddosomuch

betterthanme…I’mdamaged.

FABIEN:What’sbetterthanyou?Iwantalifewith

you…allofyou.

************

Masedibookedintoanotherhotelandstayedafew

daystogatherherselfup.

Shedidwhatshehadtodo andnowtheyhadthe

moneytogetLetangthetreatmentheneeded.



Acallcamein.Itwastherealestateguy.

HIM:Ibeentryingtoreachyou.

MASEDI:Iwasbusy,whatdoyouwant?

HIM:Wow.Youareinamood.Ifoundabuyerfor

yourplot.Thepriceisgood.

Wow.Thiswasgood.Nownotonlydidshehavethe

moneyforLetang’streatment,aftershesellshalf

herplotthatwasempty,shecouldgetLetangto

startbackonhisbitcointhing

Yea,thiswasaworthysacrifice.

Shefinallygotinhercaranddrovehome.

Asshegotin,LetanghadPercyonhislapand

Boyciecloser,listeningashereadthemastory.

Shewatchedthemforsometimewithasmile,then

helpedhimputPercytobed,followedbyBoycieand

Penelope.

Whentheywerealoneinthebedroom,hepulledher

intohislapandkissedher.

LETANG:Imissedyou…



MASEDI:ItoldyouIwasworking.

LETANG:Itriedtocall,yourphonewasoff.

MASEDI:Itwasn’toff.Iwasinaplacewherethe

networkwasbad.Wewereshootingintheforest.

LETANG:(sadly)Sediifthereissomeoneelse,I

understand.Ibetrayedyouandithasbeenayear.I

willbackoff.

MASEDI:Thereisnoone…

Shelookeddownandtearsjustrandownherface.

LETANG:Masediwhathappened?Sedi?Pleasetalk

tome…isitme?

MASEDI:(wipingtears)It’sjust…somuchhas

happened…Ijust,Ihadtofakeitforthekids,now

thatIknowwearegonnafixeverything,Iamfalling

apart…Ijust…

Hehuggedhertighter,hisowntearswettingher

shoulder.

LETANG:IcanneverapologieshardenoughSedi.

It’strue,youreallydon’tknowwhatyougottillyou

loseit.Allofthethings,nothinghurtmorethannot



havingyou.

MASEDI:Well,wegetasecondchance.Weare

gonnagetyoutreated,andIhavefoundmoneyto

getyoustartedagainonthatwholebitcoinand

tradingthing.

*********

2yearslater….

**********
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SapeloandEphraimsathavingbreakfastwiththeir

kids.

AEDIRWE:Mama,unclesaidKaiiscomingtoday,

canIgospendtheweekendwithhim,hebrought

menewgames.

SAPELO:Idon’tseewhynot!Maxineiscomingto

pickuppickupSaloratolatertodaytobraidherhair.



EPHRAIM:(smiling)Sowe’llhavethehouseto

ourselves?

SAPELO:Mhhh…thatsoundsnice…

Ephraimhelpedherclearthetableandtheywashed

thedishestogether.

EPHRAIM:Babe,whatdoyousayabouttaking

Nadia?Nottocomelivewithus,butmybrother

saidhiswiveshasnoproblemtakingherin.

SAPELO:NowyouwantmetolooklikeIamabad

person,lookinglikeIdon’twantyourdaughter,

Ephraim?ButnnamythingisIdon’tneeddrama.

YouknowhowMalebogois.Shewillcomehere

causingasceneeverysingleday.Legalerra.Now

yougotyourbrother’swivesthinkingI’mahorrible

person.

EPHRAIM:Ao,Sasa.Notatallmylove.Ididn’t

meanforittocomeoutlikethat.Itwas

understandablewhenshewasababytolivewith

Malebogo,sheisfournow…andthatshelivesin

thatplacereallyhurtsme.Pleaselet’snotfight

aboutthis.



SAPELO:(sighing)Iamnotfighting.Totahelayou

areright,itishurtfulthatsheshouldhavea

differentlifefromhersiblings.Yourchildismine,

Ephraim,youknowIhavenevertreatedNadia

differentfrommyown.So,itwasnotthatIdon’t

wanther.LikeIsaid,Idon’twantdrama.Ok,bring

Nadiatolivewithus.Butyoumanageyourbaby

mamadramaIhaveenoughfromyourfamily.

EPHTAIM:Youreallymeanit?Shecancomestay

withus.

SAPELO:(laughing)Yes,silly.IlikeNadia,sheisa

sweetgirl.

Ephraimgrabbedherandkissedher….

EPHRAIM:Damn,whenarethoseguysgettinghere

topickupthesebrats,.Ineedmytimewithmywife

***********

IntheafternoonMasediwasatastudioshootinga

televisionadwithothermodelsfrom theagency

shewassignedas.Thephotographerfinallycalled

awrapandtheyallcollectedtheirstufftoheadout.

LetanghadtakenherlittleHondaFittothegarage



inFrancistown,hersisterstilldrovetheSUVsoshe

coulddrivethekidsaroundbecauseMasedi

travelledalotforwork.Sotodaysheeitherwentto

catchtheFrancistownbusnow,orlaidoveratone

ofhermodelfriendsandleftbackforFrancistown

tomorrow.

Sheneededtogetbackhome,nextweekwasa

launchofLetang’sbookonmakingmoneywith

cryptocurrencyandtrading.Hewasalsoholdinga

fullybookedseminar,andshehadtohelphimmake

sureeverythingwasgoingwell.Todaywastheir

fiveyearsmarriageanniversary,itheyhadbeenso

busythattheyonlyexchangedmessagesinthe

morning.

ShesmiledlookingathisrecentInstagrampost.

‘KanyehashisKim.IgotmySedi.Whenyougota

realoneyouknow.AfterImessedupandwas

literallyleftbrokeandinawheelchairunabletodo

anythingformyself,thiswomanwentaboveand

beyond,emptyingherpocketstogetmetreatment,

thenstartedbackinbusiness.Iliterallyowe

everythingtoher.Dropa formylight.Todayis



fiveyearssinceIcuffedher.Bestdecisionever.

Happyanniversarymma-Thebe.’

Heaccompanieditwithapictureoftheirwedding

day,withhimputtingcakeonthetipofhernose.

Aww…thatwassosweet.

OutsideLetangfixedthekidswithasmile.Allthree

wereinjeansandwhitetees,holdingballoonsthat

said‘HappyAnniversary’,whileLetangleaned

againstayellowJeepWrangler,holdingabouquet

offlowers.

Masedicameoutchattingwiththeothergirls.She

coveredhermouthisshockedhappinesswhenhe

noticedthem,Letangwalkingovertoherand

kissingher,thenhandedherthebouquetofyellow

rosesandachocolatehamper.

LETANG:HappyanniversaryMrsThebe.

Thepeoplearoundthemcheeredandtookvideos.

Thekidscametohugherandgivehertheballoons.

PENELOPE:Happyanniversarymommyanddaddy.

MASEDI:(wipinghappytears).OhmyGod,whatare



youguysdoinghere?OhmyGod…lookatthese.

WhendidyouevengettoGaborone.OhmyGod,all

thisissobeautiful!Lookattheflowers.Andthey

areyellow!Myfavouritecolour.

LETANG:(smiling)Thereissomethingelsethat’s

yellowandforyou.

Hehandedherbrandnewcarkeys.

Shelookedatthewranglerwithabowontopand

startedscreamingandjumpingupandown.

MASEDI:OhmyGod,babe!Youdidn’t!OhmyGod!

I’mgonnacry…

LETANG:Takeitforaspin,andI’llgiveyouthefinal

surprise.Mysisterwilltakethekidswithher.

MmaThapelosmiledandwavedatMasediwhilethe

kidsgrumbledaboutnotbeingbroughtalongas

Masedigotinthedriverseatofhernewcarand

droveoffwithLetang.

************

Boitumelowalkedintohernewhouseholdingher

fiancée’shand.



FABIEN:So?Youlikeit?

BOITUMELO:It’sgorgeous.It’ssohomely!

Am’macantakethisfirstfloorbedroom,it’sbetter

forherknees,andthegirlscantakewhateverroom

thatisn’tours.Thenthehelper’sroom.Andwewill

stillhavetwoextrarooms!

FABIEN:Talkingaboutourroom,Ican’twaitforyou

toseeit,come.On!

Theyranupstairsandsheexclaimedhappily

lookinginsidebthehugeroom,devoratedexecly

howshehadwanted.

BOUTUMELI:OhmyGodFab!It’sawesome.

Shewentoverandlaidonthebed.

BOITUMELO:NowIgottathinkaboutwhatI’m

gonnadowithmylife.Graduationisnextmonth.

You’llgobackwithmeforit?

FABIEN:Ofcoursebabe.Andyouhaveajobatmy

companyifyouwantit.Butbabe,youaredoingso

muchbetternow.Thedoctorsaystotakethings

slow,andthatDrLiamhasagreedtotakeyouback



inoutpatientsonmeds.Isn’tmovingbackhere

enoughstressalready.

BOITUMELO:(sighing)Youareright.Iamso

desperatetoholdontothisstablementalstatethat

Iamnotgonnapushit.

FABIEN:That’smygoodgirl.

Hecametoliebesideherandkissedher.

FABIEN:Youdon’tknowhowproudIamofyou!

Finiahingyourdegreeandall!

BOITUMELO:(smiling)Icouldn’tdoitwithoutmy

Fab-ulousfiancée.Ithonestissorefreshingtohave

quietinmyhead.AndI’minlove,gettingmarried…I

amsohappy.

FABIEN:Alrightlove.Letmedriveoutandgetus

somefood,Iwannapassbytheofficetoo.

BOITUMELO:Alrigjt.Ijustwannarest,thejetlegis

real!

AfterheleftBoitumelolaidinbedresting.She

pickedupherphoneandwentintosocialmedia.

Whenwasthelasttimesheloggedineven?



MightaswellcatchupwithBotswana.

ApostofaphototakenduringMasediandLetang’s

weddingwastrending.

Plusavideoofhimhandingherflowersandacar.

Sigh

Whywouldyougobacktohim Masedi?

Shewonderedwhatwasgoingtohappenwhenshe

finallymetLetang.Shecouldn’tavoidhimforever,

theyhadachildtogether,butheprobablywouldn’t

betoopleasedwithwhatYendidtohim.

God,andOteng.

Yenhadmadesuchamessofthings.Whatthehell

wasgonnahappenwhenshefinallymetdetective

Oteng?

***********

LetanglaughedashewatchedMasedidrivingand

singingloudlytoBeyonce’sOneplusOne.He

smiledandsqueezedherknee.

LETANG:Iloveseeingyouhappy.Alright,takealeft



there…ok,drivein.

Heledherintoalittleoutofthecitynewplacewith

privatechalets,andtookherhand,leadingherto

therestaurantareaoutside,andtheysathaving

dinnerunderthestars,nearamanmadelake.

Hetookoutanenvelopeandhandedittoher.

MASEDI:(smiling)What’sthis?

Shereadthroughthepapers.

LETANG:Iwasthinking,thismodellingthing

doesn’thavelongevity.AndIwantyoutotake

advantageofthesocialmediafollowingypuhave

nowanyway,soIthought,whatcanIdotoinvestin

mybabe.Ibouncedideasaroundandyouare

passionateaboutkids.So,whynotakidsline.

Reusablediapers,disposablediapers,babyclothes,

maternityclothes…soforthepasttwomonthsI

havebeentalkingtothesepeoplewithafactoryin

Indonesia.Theyareprovidingeverything…wejust

putapricetagonitandputitonashelve.We

alreadysecuredthefirststoreofyourluxury

boutique.Wenayoujustgointothiswebsiteand



orderthethingsyouwant,theywillhavethem

deliveredtothestore.

Heleanedinandkissedherforehead,thenwiped

hertears.

MASEDI:Babe,whatifImessitup?Me,runninga

store?

LETANG:Whywouldyoumessitup.Theperson

doingmybookswillhandleyourstoo.Sagagois

orderingstocko,decoratingtheshop,makingsure

theemployeesaredoingtheirjob.Ibelieveinyou

babe.Youarethegirlwhorefusedtocrashata

pointmanywouldhave.Now,howaboutwegotook

thebedroomsoyoucangivemeaproperthankyou?

Amessagecamethroughherphone.

FtomMasalu.

‘Youarebusytrending,enjoyingmybrother’s

money,gettingcars,whenhecan’tevengivehis

ownmotheronepula.Ineverthoughtyouwerelike

thisMasedi.’

Herfacefellsadly.



LETANG:Babe,whatisit?Babe?

MASEDI:(sighing)Yourfamily…

LETANG:Whatfamily?MyfamilyIsjustEph,

Mmathapelo,andmyuncle.

MASEDI:YouknowwhatImean.Yourmother…

Justforgivethem…weallmakemistak…

LETANG:Pleasedon’truinournightMasedi.Here,

letmehelpyou.

Hetookherphoneandstartedblockingallhis

familymembersincludinghismomasheled

Maseditotheirroom.

LETANG:There.Fixedit.Nowtheycan’tbotheryou.

Hepulledhertohisbodyandstartedkissingher

whileopeningthechalets.

************

LIKE,COMMENTSHARE

[05/29,14:14]Lynne:BREADWINNER’SWIFE

   42



Sapelowokeuponthemorningandwentthrough

socialmediaassheateherbreakfast.

ApictureofEphraimwasfloatingacrosssome

page.

‘FourthLedimobrother?ThereisafourthLedimo

brother,guys.Isn’thehot?Rumorhasitheshares

afatherwiththem,butguesswhat,heisalsoa

brothertothathotexsoldierLetangThebeofthe

‘MoneyMind’bookandvideos,husbandofmodel

andentrepreneurMasediThebe.’

ThepicturewasfromarecentholidayEphraimhad

takenwiththeLedimobrothers.Theywereall

toplessinabeach.Anotherpicturewasofhimas

bestmanatLetang’swedding.’

AntheyhadtaggedEphraim’sFacebookprofile.

ShegotinEphraim’sFacebookaccount.

Hehadover300Facebookfriendrequests,and

aroundeightymessages.Afewfromguysasking

forbusinessconnections,helpwithfundingfrom

LIDIndustries,etc.Themajoritywerefromladies,

witha‘Hey ’.



God,whatwaswrongwithpeople,hisprofilesaid

‘Married’,andtheprofilepicturewasoftheir

weddingday.

Hewalkedinfreshlyshaven,smellingofcologne

andaftershave.Hecameandkissedherneck.

SAPELO:Youarefamous.

EPHRAIM:Me?Forwhat?

Sapelohandedhimthephone.

EPHRAIM:Meh,bylunchtheywillbeentertaining

themselveswithsomeoneelse.I’mgonnagoto

Malebogo’sandgetNadia.Youcomingwith?

SAPELO:Sorrybabe,wegotourfirstorderof

essentialoilsarrivingtoday!GoshIamsoexited

aboutthehotspringandspaextensioninthe

garden.

EPHRAIM:Anditreallylooksnatural.It’sso

beautifulbabe.Ialreadybookedmywifeasession

assoonasthespastartsoperating,bytheway.

Sheblushedandsmiledathim.

SAPELO:Luckygirl.



EPHRAIM:I’mtheluckyone.Alrightbabe,letme

headoff.Loveyou.

*********

EphraimparkedinfrontofMalebogo’syardand

walkedinasNadiarantohim.Hepickedherupand

kissedher,givinghersomecandytosharewith

Malebogo’stwoyearold.

EPHRAIM:Malebogo,Iamtakingmydaughterto

staywithme.Canyoupleasepackherthings

MALEBOGO:Youarefunny.Youactuallythought

thatwouldwork?I’djustgivehertoyou?

EPHRAIM:Malebogo,Iamnottryingtogotocourt

andtakecustodyfromyou.Let’sworktogetherhere.

Ijustwantmydaughtertolivewithmeandcome

seeyouontheweekends.

MALEBOGO:SothatSapelocanabusemychild?

Never!

EPHRAIM:Kantewhydoyoualwayswantthings

thehardway?WhenIgetsolecustody,youare

gonnafuckingloseanydecisionmakingrightsyou



havetomychild’slife!IamtakingNadiawithme

rightnow!Nxla!

Hewentoutsideandpickeduphisdaughterdriving

off.

***********

MasedigentlyshookPennytowakeherupasthe

flightfromGaboronelanded.Theyhadwentto

shootforherkidsprogram.

MASEDI:PrincessPenny,wehavearrived.Comeon.

Sherubbedhereyesandpickedupherbackpack

andneckpillowandwalkedoutwithhermother.

TheyfoundLetangwaitinginthecarwithBoycie

andPercy.

MASEDI:Heyboys…

ShekissedLetangandleanedtothebacktokiss

BoycieandPercy.

PENELOPE:Hidaddy.HiTweddleDumand

TweedleDim.

MASEDI:PenelopeThebe!Don’tcallyourbrothers



names.

PENELOPE:Theydidn’tevenbringmemyfavorite

juice.Mybrothersseriouslysuck!

MASEDI:(laughing)Theyaresixandfour,cutthem

alittleslack,ao

LETANG:Wouldbefunifyouhadasister,eh

PrincessPen?

HesaidlookingatMasedi.

MASEDI:(laughing)Don’tstart.Let’sgohave

breakfast,PennyandIonlyhadayogurteach.

LETANG:(smiling)I’mjustsaying…theyoungestof

thehouseisfour.Itwouldbenicetohaveababy

and…

MASEDI:Babe,isthistheplace,really?Reallynow?

LETANG:(laughing)Ok,ok!Keepingquietnow…

can’tblameamanfortryingthough.

************

Boitumeloparkedandwalkedintotherestaurantto

pickupbreakfast.Theyhadnotboughtgroceries



yetandhermotherinlawandsisterlawswerestill

notusedtothedryatmospherethatdifferedso

muchfromhumidMauritius,sotheystayedindoors

alot.

Asshewaswalkingout,shesawMasediwalkin

withherfamily.

Letangwhisperedabarrageifexplicitstowardsher.

LETANG:(whispering)Fuckingscammerbitch!I’m

gonnakillyou,nxla.

Penelopelookedather,rememberinghowshewas

laughingasMasediwasonthefloorbleeding

Penelopedeliberatelybumpedintoherandwalked

intotherestaurant.Boyciedidn’tevenrecognizeher.

Masedigaveherafakesmile.

BOITUMELO:HiSedi.

LETANG:Wearenotinterestedintalkingtoyou,

bitch.

MASEDI:Letang!Ao!Gositdownwiththekids

sinceyouwannaactlikeone.



Hesulkedandwalkedovertothetable.

MASEDI:Uh…hi.Youareback.

BOITUMELO:Yea.Sedi,I’dliketotalkwhenyou

havetime.

MASEDI:I’mreallyverybusy…

BOITUMELO:Please…it’simportant…Wehavehurt

eachothersomuch.It’snotright…I’dlikeachance

toapologies.Please.

MASEDI:(sighing)Fine.Thisrestauranttomorrow

forlunch.IfyouthinkyouaretakingBoycie…

BOITUMELI:I’mnot.Boycieishomeandsafewith

hismother.You.Idon’ttrustmyselfnottohurthim.

Tomorrowwecantalkaboutyouofficiallyadopting

him.

MASEDI:(happily)Really?Thankyou!Thankyou.

Ok,seeyoutomorrow.Letmerunandeat.Iam

starving.

*************

LaterintheafternoonMasedidroppedPenelopeat

GaloMallwhereshewasmeetingwithagroupof



herfriends.

MASEDI:YouguysstayonlyinGalo,buywhatyou

wanttobuy,andcallmewhenyouaredone.Donot

crosstothatside,it’sdangerous!

PENELOPE:Ahh,mamamma,Ataliah’sbrotherwill

bechaperoning.Wewillbefine.Theretheyare.

MASEDI:Ok,fine.ButbecarefulPenny.I’mgoing

intothesalon,justcallwhenyouaredoneandI’ll

comepickyouupwhereveryouare.

MasedileftandPenelopejoinedherfriends.They

wentabouttheshops,buyinglittletrinketsclothes

andchocolate.

AstheycameoutifPick&Pay,shenoticedCharity

comingtowardsthemwhenitwastoolate.

CHARITY:HeelaOpene.Areyoujustgonnapassby

melikeyoudon’tseeme?

ShejustignoredherandCharityheldherhand.

PENELOPE:(pullingherhandaway)Leavemealone,

Charity!

CHARITY:IsawyouonthatTVdrama…yourlittle



cousinswatchyourkidsTVshowalso…

PENELOPE:Charity,letgoofmyhand,Ineedtogo!

Herfriend’sbrotherranover.

HIM:Ey,ey,lady!Letthechildbe.

CHARITY:Shutup,Iamhermother!Ordidyoutell

yourfriendsMasediisyourmother?(shelaughed)

Shee,youareembarrassedbyyourmotheratyour

ageOpene?Whatwillyoudowhenyouarea

teenager?

Penelopetearedupasherfriendslookedather

confused.

PENELOPE:Sheislying,sheisnotmymother…

sheisanuhm…arelative.Youguysgotothenext

shop,Iwillcatchup.I’mfine.Go.

Theyreluctantlyleft.

PENELOPE:(Crying)Whydoyouenjoy

embarrassingme,Charity!Don’tyouknowhow

meankidscanbe,someoneisgonnatellkidsat

schoolthatsomewomanwholookslike…you,said

sheismymother.



ShelookedCharityfromheadtotoe,shewas

wearingagreenstringtopthatshowedherorange

brastripsandbackfat,hercleavagealmostspilling

outofthetop,andhershortskirtwastwosizedtoo

small,lookingabsolutelytrashwithmakeupthatas

notwellblended.

CHARITY:YouareembarrassedbywhatIwear,

whileMasediisonbillboardsinherpanties?

PENELOPE:Mamaisamodel,andit’scalled

lingerie!Don’tcompareyourselftoher.

CHARITY:Whatever.NtaletsakaP100ngwanaka,I

sawyoutakingmoneyoutofyourwalletin

WoolworthsandyouhadseveralP200’s.Akereyou

fancykidsgetallowances.

PENELOPE:Mxim,nevertalktomeagainorI’lltell

daddyyouareharassingme.Youareembarrassing.

Sheroughlypulledherhandawayandwalkedoff.

*************
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Ephraimwalkedintheofficeandsighedasafewof

theladieswavedathim.

Whenhesatdowninhisdesk,Mirandawalkedin

withsomefiles.

MIRANDA:Ledimo,eh?

EPHRAIM:Canwejustfuckingwork,please?

MIRANDA:(laughing)Youdorealiseyouareachick

magnetnow?AllthesehoeswantthatLedimo

coin…

EPHRAIM:Miranda!Damn…

MURANDA:Justsaying…relax,damn.Iknowyou

don’twantmeEphraim.I’msooverthat.Besides,I

amwithareallygreatmanrightnow,so,youarenot

inmymoodboard.

EPHRAIM:Whosehusbandishenow?

MIRANDA:(laughing)Saysthesonofasidechick…

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Ouch…



Ayoungerjunioremployeeknocked,thenwalkedin.

HER:Morning,MrThebe…Iwasuhm…Iwas

wonderingifyouhadtimetolookoverthe

investmentopportunitieswepresentedbecause…

EPHRAIM:(sighing)Iaminameeting,ma’am.In

caseyoucan’ttell.

HER:Oh…sorry…Ijustthoughtyou’llquicklyjust…

MIRANDA:(laughing)littlegirl…shoo!Goon.Buah

bye.Closethedoor.

Shehuffedoffandbothlaughed.

EPHRAIM:Andtheysaywemillennialsarebad.

FuckingGenZman!Entitledlittleshits.

MIRANDA:(laughing)Tellmeaboutit!Oneofmine

toldmeIam‘notsensitivetohisemotions’.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Whatdoesthatevenmean?

MIRANDA:(shrugging)Letmeknowwhenyoufind

out.Anyway,hereistheproposalforLIDacademy.

Lookitoverandletmeknowifweareputting

moneyintoitornot.



Shewalkedoffwithasmile.Recentlythetension

betweenthemhasslowlystartedtoeaseandthey

workedwelltogethersinceshe‘stopped’pushing

onhim.Nowshegothim.Ephraimwasanalpha,he

didn’tlikebeingchased,helikedbeingtheone

chasingandpouncing.

Shesmilesatherselfwonderingifhewouldever

taketheLedimolastname.Thedoorsitcould

open….

**********

MasediparkedatthehotelandBoitumelowalkedto

her.

BOITUMELO:Sedi,Iwaswonderingifwecantalk

privatelybecauseIdon’twannacauseascenein

therestaurantbeingemotional,therearethingsI

needtotellyou.

MASEDI:(sighing)Ok,thehotelmanagerhereisa

friend,Ialwaysbookhubby’sFrancistownevents

here..Ithinkhecanlendusoneofthemeeting

roomsiftheyarefree.

Shecalledandafewminuteslatertheysatina



meetingroomwiththeirdrinks.

BOITUMELO:Iwantedtoapologiesaboutwhat

happened…

MASEDI:Mxim,whichpart?

BOITUMELO:Allofit…

MASEDI:YoutookfrommykidsBoitumelo!There

wasadayIcouldn’tfeedthem,ifitwasnotfor

Sapelo…

BoitumelohandedMasediprintedmedicalrecords,

thenplayedavideoonherphone.Itwassometop

psychiatristexplainingDissociativeIdentity

Disorder.

MASEDI:So,areyousayingallthathappenedwas

notyourdoing?Wow,howconvenient.Doshitand

justgetto‘itwasn’tme’.Youarenothereto

apologies,youareheretomakeexcuses.

BOITUMELO:Iwishitwaslikethat.Iamsick,

Masedi.That’swhyIneedyoutotakefullcustody

ofBoycieandnevergivehimtome,nomatterwhat

Isay.Youdon’thavetobelieveme,butpleaselet



metellmytruth.Please…Idon’tknowhowlongI

willbeincontrolbeforeshetakesover.Icancontrol

betterwhenI’mnotdefendingmyself,Yenisthe

defender,andIreallydon’tneedhercomingout.

MASEDI:(rollinghereyes)I’mlistening.

BOITUMELO:DeepdownyouknowIwasn’tlying,

Masedi,whatsixyearsoldsaysthingslikethat?

MASEDI:Well,yousaiditdidn’thappen,so…

BOITUMELO:Iwassix!Igothomeandmymom

beatmeupsayingIwasaliar.ThatIshouldn’tever

saysomethinglikethat.Whengrandmaaskedme,

shewastalkingtooneofmyalters,Tutu.Sheisan

alterwhohasaperfectlife,noneofithappenedto

her.So,yea,tothatpartofmybrainitdidn’thappen.

MASEDI:Whatever…

BOITUMELO:IamtryingtoapologiseMasedi.For

somethingIvaguelyevenremember,sopleasegive

mesomecredit.Youhavehurtmetoo.

MASEDI:(sigh)Fine…goon

BOITUMELO:Oneofmyalters,Yen.Sheis



dangerous.Shehatesyouandwantstomakeyou

suffer…

MASEDI:Right…

BOITUMELO:ShehaskilledMasedi!Youneedto

takenthisseriously!

MASEDI:Huh?Whatdoesthatmean?

BOITUMELO:Iamconfessingtoacrimehere.A

crimethatdoesn’timplicateonlyme,butaverydear

friendofmine.Someoneallmyaltersactuallycare

deeplyabout.

MASEDI:Letang…

BOITUMELO:What?No.Iamliterallytheonlyone

whotolerateshim.Allmyotheraltersdespisehim.I

amtalkingaboutadetectivewhohelpedmecover

upamurder.

MASEDI:What?

BOITUMELO:Iwasassaultedandsexually

harassedinprison.

MASEDI:OhmyGod…



BOITUMELO:WhenmyalterYen,learntthering

leaderoftheladieswhoharassedmewasout.She

devisedaplan.Startedseducingajuniordoctorand

thenblackmailedhimtoreleaseme.Sheplanned

withherlover,Mara,torobLetangblind,breakyour

familyapart,getyouraped,and…killmyfather,

Kgosi,andthewomenwhoassaultedmeinprison.

ShemanagedtorobLetangandkillthatwoman,but

hadtofleebecausemydoctorwaslegallycoming

afterme.HeknowsjusthowdangerousYenis.

MASEDI:Youarenotmakingthisupareyou?

BOITUMELO:Iamsick,Masedi.Nothinghurtsmore

thannothavingcontrolofyourmind.Youdon’t

havetobelieveme,just…

MASEDI:Ibelieveyou

BOITUMELO:Huh?

MASEDI:TheBoityIknowwillneverhurtafly.You

arethemostpositivethingIhavecomeacross..I

hatedyou,wasjealousofyou,treatedyoubadly

sometimes,and…younevergaveitback.Instead

yougotmeajob.Youaregenuinelyagoodperson,



Boitumelo.

Shewipedatearandwentovertoherandhugged

her.

MASEDI:Ishouldhavepushed,Ishouldhavetolda

teacherorthepoliceorsomething.Youtrustedme

enoughtotellme,andIchoseselfpreservation.I

didn’twanttobehatedorbeatenagainsoIchose

tonotpushfurther,thoughIdidaskmyself,where

didasixyearoldlearnthatsomethinglikethat

couldhappen?’IamsosorryBoitumelo…

Boitumelojustsatsobbing.

MASEDI:AndIneverconsideredyouwhenIchose

tosleepwithLetang.Ihatedyou,believed

everythingalwayscameeasytoyou,youhadsuch

acharmedlife.Ithoughyoushouldfeellossonce

inyourlife,justifiedmyselfwith‘sheissopretty,

shecangetanothermanwithmoneyanyway’.My

upbringinghurtme,Boitumelo,Iwasbroughtto

believeIwasugly,stupid,andworthnothing.And

astheysay,hurtpeoplehurtpeople.Iwashurting

somuchinsideIdidnotthinktwiceabouthurting



another…Iamhealingnow.Whenweweretaking

Pennytotherapist,Istartedseeingonetoo.Iam

learningtoseemyselfinabetterlight.Iamnot

thereyet,Istillhavesomeofthelowestselfesteem

youcanencounter,butIamgettingbetter.AndI

amsorry…abouteverything.Aboutnothelping

whenyouneededmeasachild,aboutsleeping

withLetang…lyingaboutwhathappenedonmy

pregnancy…Iamsorry.

BoitumelobrokedowncryingandMasedihugged

heragainastheycriedtogether.

BOITUMELO:Iforgiveyou.

MASEDI:AndIamnotgonnapretendIunderstand

allthisdissociativeidentitydisorderthing,butIam

goingtolearnandfindouthowIcansupportyou

BOITUMELO:Thankyou…it’snicetofeellike

someonefrommyfamilysupportsme.I’mgetting

marriedand…

MASEDI:Really?OhmyGod,that’swonderful

BoitumeloIamhappyforyou.Isheagoodman?

Doeshetreatyouright?



BOUTUMELO:Heisthebest…sounderstanding.

Anddoesn’twantkids.Whichsuitsmewell,

becauseIhavenointentionofbringingachildinto

themessIam.

MASEDI:Aww,don’tsaythat.Maybetheycan

cure…

BOUTUMELO:Thereisnocure.Alterscangoaway

temporarilywithmedicineandalowstresslife,like

rightnow.Butanythingcouldbeatriggerthatsets

meoffagain.Ican’thavethatmommylife.Which

bringsmetoBoycie.Myalter,Yen,shemighthurt

himtospiteyouorLetang.That’swhyIwantto

transfercustodytoyouasquickaspossible,and

promisemethatundernocircumstancewillyou

leavehimwithmeunsupervised.Iwillneverask,so

ifyouseemeasking,it’sanalter,andshedoesnot

careabouthim,don’tgivehimtome.PleaseSedi,

promisemethat..

MASEDI:Ipromise…

Herphonerang.

MASEDI:RragoPenny…babe…uhm,yea.No,they



can’thavechocolate…yogurtsarefine.Noyou

can’thaveabeer,drinkajuiceorsomething

(laughing)youneedtofinishyourwebinarnotes.I

toldyouIwas…uhm…well,inameetingwiththe

ladywhosellscloth,Iwanttodoreusablenappies

inAfricanpatterns….Don’tstartLetang,wedon’t

needababytotestthem,therearebabymodels.

Seeyouinabit.

ShehungupandfoundBoitumelolookingather

sadly.

MASEDI:Heuhm…heisstillalittlesoreaboutwhat

happened…

BOITUMELO:Iwanttoapologiestohimtoo,can

youhelpsetameeting?Youwillcometoo,of

course.

MASEDI:(sighing)Boity,Ican’tpromiseanything,

Letangdoesn’tforgive,youknowthat.Hestill

refusestotalktohisownmother.ButIwilltry.

**************

Letanglaidinbedworkingonhisseminarpoints

whenandlisteningtomusiconhisheadsets.



Hefeltahandonhisshoulderandturnedtofind

Masedi’slittlesisterBontleseatingonthebed.

BONTLE:Icalledyouseveraltimes…nekeredijodi

ready.

LETANG:Thanks.Butyoudon’tenterourbedroom.

Ever.Maseditoldyouthat.

BONTLE:Eerra…

Godpleasedon’tletherstartthatshit.Hewasnot

messingtheirlifeup.Notforanything.

HeheardMasediwalkinstillonthephone.

MASEDI:(onthephone)ComeonPoppy,awhole

month?YouknowIamamother…Iknowit’sagreat

opportunityandIamgladyouaregivingmea

chancetomarketmy‘littlediaperthing’,it’sjust…no,

no…Iamnotsayingnoatall.Noplease,don’tgive

ittosomeoneelse.Iwantit.Ok,fine,Iwillcometo

Gaboroneaftermyhusband’slaunch.Thanks.

Shehungupwithasigh.

LETANG:Whereto,now?

MASEDI:Wearelaunchinganew24hours



foundationacrossKenyaandNigeria.I’llbegonea

month.

LETANG:Masedi,thisisnotalife!Wearealwayson

themove!No,youarenotgoing.

MASEDI:Whatdoyoumean‘no’?

LETANG:Justthat,Masedi.Youaresoexhausted

allthetime.Wedon’tevenhavetimetojustrelaxas

acouple.WhenwasthelasttimeIatefoodcooked

bymywife?Idon’tevenknowwhyyouworkfor

themanymore.Iprovidemorethanadequate,and

youarestartingyourownbusiness.

MASEDI:AbusinessIamnotsurewilltake,alotof

start-upsfail.Ineedreliableincome,andIlearntthe

hardwaythatIcan’trelyonyou.

LETANG:Wow…

MASEDI:OhmyGod,meandmybigmouth.Babe,

youknowIdidn’tmeanitthatway.Ijust…

modellingismythingbabe.Iloveitandenjoyit.

Andyouwouldn’twanttotakesomethingIlove

awayfromme,wouldyou?



LETANG:(sighing)Ijust…Sedi,youare

approaching30,biologicalclockisticking.Ifeellike

weshouldhaveourlastchildbeforethen…

MASEDI:Thankyou,forremindingmehowoldIam.

Butno,babe.It’sabusytimeformerightnow,there

isnoroomforababy.Andwhat’swrongwiththree

kids?

LETANG:Ijustthoughtafourthwould…

MASEDI:Anewbabyisnotgonnaeaseyourguilt,

Letang.Thatbabydied,evenifwehaveanother,it

won’tchangethatfact.Findanotherwaytodeal

withit,Iamnothavingababy,atleastnotrightnow.

Bontlesaiddinnerisready.Come.Iloveyou.

Shekissedhimandtookhishandleadinghimto

thelivingroom.

**********

Ephraimwalkedinfromworkandstartedgetting

dressedforworkoutasSapelolaidinbed,reading.

EPHRAIM:Whydon’tyoucomewithme?

SAPELO:Nope.Thanksforofferingthough.



EPHRAIM:Comeonbabe,we’lldojustajogand

thensomelightcardio.

SAPELO:(laughing)No,don’tsay‘we’,youareon

yourown,buddy.

EPHRAIM:Comeon,it’sgoodforyou!

SAPELO:Isthatyourwayofcallingmefat?

EPHRAIM:Comeonbabe,wehavetoadmitthat

youcouldshedafewkilos.AfterAeyouadded

someandtheyneverleft,butthatwascool.Rato

camewithawholelotofpoundsandit’snolonger

cute…shit!I…

Herealisedtoolatethatshewasstaringathimwith

handsfoldedacrossherchest.

SAPELO:Ephraim,youchoseaFATgirltomarry,

don’ttrytoactcutenow.

EPHRAIM:Butyouwerenotthissizebaby.You

werethickandsexy…Iamsorry,but…

SAPELO:Oh,so,that’swhyoursexlifehasslowed

down?Irepulseyou?

EPHRAIM:Repulse…what?No!Ineversaidthat.I



justthinkyoucouldloseafewpounds…

SAPELO:Youthinkmyweightisaturnoff,Ephraim!

EPHRAIM:Ididn’tsaythat…Iamsorrybabe.I

reallyam.Youdowhateveryoulike,Iloveyouin

anywayyoulook.Ijustthoughtmaybeit’swhatyou

wanted.Butifitisn’t,it’scool.Aslongasyouare

happy,Iamhappy.

Hecametothebed,mountingherandkissingher.

EPHRAIM:YouwillalwaysbesexytomeSasa…

always…

Hekissedher,goingdownherneck…pushingthe

stretchydressoffhershouldersandabracup

asidebeforetakinganipoleinhismouthashe

rubbedhiserectiononherinnerthigh.

EPHRAIM:Youseewhatyoudotome?Doesthis

feellikearepulsedmantoyou?

Shemoanedandgyratedintohimashepulledher

pantiesoffandputherlegsonhisshoulder

‘IgotexactlyfiveminutesbeforeIneedtomeetthe

boys,butthewayyouaresohottome…three



minutesisallIneed.

Shemoanedloudlyasshefelthimpushhis

sweatpantstohiskneeswhilewhisperinginherear.

‘Youarehotasfuckbabe…Imeanit…allthisbig

bootyhourglass…damn…’

**********
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Inthemorning,Sapelostoodnakedinfrontofthe

bathroommirrorpinchingherfatsandwithasad

sigh.She’dneverbeenthinallherlife,butnowshe

hadgonepastchubbyandshewasjustfat.She

pinchedhersmallpouchfromgivingbirth…no

wonderEphraimwantedhertolooseweight,this

wasnotattractive.

Shewrappedatowelaroundherbodyandunlocked

thebathroomdoor,seatingonthebedandapplying

bodylotion.



Ephraimsighed.Notthisagain.Shehadtakento

wrappingherselfupandneverreallybeingfully

undressedinfrontofhimunlessthelightswereoff.

EPHRAIM:Babe,areyoustillsouraboutwhatIsaid

twoweeksbackonyoulosingweight?Ididn’t

mean…

SAPELO:Nobabe,notatall.Whywouldyouask

that?

EPHRAIM:Youwon’tgetnakedinfrontofme.

SAPELO:(awkwardlaugh)Really?Idon’tthinkso…

letmefinishgettingdressed.

EPHRAIM:Youlockedyourselfinthebathroom!

Andhavebeendoingsofordaysnow!

SAPELO:Ijustwantalittleprivacy,that’sall

Sheputonherclotheswiththetowelstillaround

herbodyandwenttothekitchen,lookingatthe

bowlofporridgethehelperhadmade.

Maybebetternot.

Shegrabbedanappleinthefridgeandsatonthe

couchmunchingonitwhileorderingthatslimtea



Masedipromoted.

Shehadneverbeenonetobeselfconsciousofher

weight,butitwasdifferentwhenyourhusbandtold

youyouneededtolooseweight.Nomatterwhat

Ephraimsaid,apartofhimmustfoundher

unattractiveforhimtoevensaythat.

*************

LetangwalkedintohishomeasBontlewas

cleaning.

Masedihadbeengonefortwoweeksnowandit

wassolonelyhere.

Bontlewasalwaystryingtostartconversations,but

hewasn’tgoingtherewithher.Thefamiliarity

wouldonlyleadtotrouble.

Nah,manthiswasnotgonnawork.

Thegirlhadalreadymadeasubtlemoveonhim

twoweeksback.Hewasnotfuckinguplikethat.

Hecameandstoodatthekitchendoor.

LETANG:Ithinkyoushouldmove.I’llsetyouup

withajobandahouse.



BONTLE:Why?DidIdosomethingwrong?Letang,

ifitwasmetouchingyoulastweek,itwasinnocent,

Iswear.Ijusthadbeencallingyoufortoolong.

LETANG:Youwannabeyoursister’smaidforever?

Andthinkaboutyourkids.Youcan’texpectusto

givethemthelivingstandardwegiveourkids.Bo

Pennygotoaprivateschool,getallowanceandeat

outalot.Howdoyouthinkitmakesyourkidsfeel?I

knowMasedifeelsguiltybecausesheloveskids

andshefeelslikewabakgetholla,butitwon’tbe

fairforustospendprivateschooltuitionandallon

kidsthataren’tours.Youaremakingourlives

difficult.Italkedtoafriendandheneedsa

secretary.AndIfoundyouaplacetomovein.Iam

givingyouachancetodosomethingforyourself

andyourkids.

BONTLE:Ijo…eerra.Iwillstartpacking.

*************

BoitumeloandFabienwalkedintoSparandstarted

fillingtheirtrolley.Astheyheadedtothecashier,

theirtrolleybumpedintoanother.Boitumelolooked



up.

BOITUMELO:Detective!

Shesmiledfromeartoearandhuggedhim,Oteng

liftingheroffinahugandspinningheraround.

OTENG:Boity,Isuppose?Heygirl…youlook…good.

BOITUMELO:(smiling)Iam,Ifeelgood.Thisismy

fiancée,Fabien…Fabien,thisisDetectiveOteng.

Otenglookeduptheothermanthathegreatly

toweredover,andsmiled.

OTENG:Fiancee,huh?Nicemeetingyouman.She

isfragile,thelastassholeshelovedbrokeher.So

makesureyoutakecareofmygirl,otherwise…

Hemadeagunwithhimfingersandpointeditat

Fabien’shead,thenmouthed‘pow’

FABIEN:Nicemeetingyoutoo,man..Andyoudon’t

havetoworry,myfiancéeissafewithme.

OTENG:Good,goodman!Alright,letmenotkeep

youtwolovebirds.Catchupsometime,Boity.

Shewavedhimoffwithasmile,thentheypaidand



wenttothecar,withFabienquiet.

BOITY:Areyouok?

FABIEN:Afriendofyours?

BOITY:Yes

FABIEN:Youtoldmeaboutyourlife,henevercame

up.Isheanex?

BOITY:What?Oteng?Imean…wehadsomething

startingbutitneverwentanyway.Areyouok?

FABIEN:I’mfine…

**********

InthemorningafterBontleleft,Letangsatwaiting

forthenewhelper.Shewasanolderladywhohad

grownupuselesskids,soshestillhadtoworkat

fiftyfivetoprovideforthem.Hehadfoundher

througharecommendationfromacolleague.

Therewasaknockatthedoorandshewenttoopen.

Agirlnothingovertwentyyearsstoodtherewitha

bag.

LETANG:CanIhelpyou?



HER:(lookingdown)Mymother,mma-Bojosiwas

supposedtocomestartworkhere,butthetaxishe

wasongotinanaccidentandshebrokeanarm

andaleglastnight.Shewasafraidyouwouldhire

someoneelseifshetoldyou,shesaidIshouldjust

come.MynameisMorwadi.

LETANG:Yea,that’snotgonnawork…Ineed

someonealittleolder.

HER:Iamahardworker,sir..Anythingyouneed

donearound,clean,cook,takecareofthekids,

washingclothes.Pleasedon’tsendmeaway…

Hisphonerangandheanswered,talkingbriefly.

LETANG:Uhm shit.Ihavetoheadoutandmeeta

potentialbusinesspartnerIhavebeentryingtoget

ameetingwith.Anyway,getin,makelunch.Wewill

handlethiswhenIcomeback.

**********

BythetimeLetangfinishedhismeeting,itwas

alreadydark.Hewasdrivingoffhomewhenhesaw

Boitumelojogging.



Hestoppedthecarandranovertoher,coveringher

mouthwithhishandanddraggingherbacktothe

car,thenlookedaroundbeforethrowingherinthe

cartrunkandlockingherin,drivingoutofthecity

withher.Shedroveintotheforestthicketand

parked,thentookheroutandbroughtherintothe

car,pinninghertothebackseatandslappingher

repeatedly.

BOITUMELO:(crying)Letang,please…

LETANG:GivemeonereasonIshouldn’tbreakyour

neckrightnow,fuckingbitch!Whereismymoney?

BOITUMELO:(crying)I’msorry…I’llgetthemoney

and…

Heslappedheragain.

LETANG:It’snotaboutthemoney,nxla!Youalmost

ruinedmylife.Ishouldkillyou.

BOITUMELO:I’msorry…Letang,youknowI’m

sick…myalters…Iwas…

LETANG:Thefuckyouare!That’safuckingexcuse

youusetobeabitch!Youknowwhat?I’mmaruin



yourlifetoo.

Hestartedtochokeheruntilshecouldn’tbreath.

LETANG:That’showeasyitwouldbetokillyou.

NowIwantyoutogivemethesluttiestsmile,take

offthatblouseandstraddleme.I’mgonnatakea

cutepictureforyourfiancée.

BOITUMELO:Letang,don’tdothis…please…

please,Iambegging.

LETANG:(slappingher)Smile,bitch!

Whensheopenedhereyes,shewaslaughing.

BOITUMELI:Howaboutakissinstead…youlike

thatbabe?ComenowLets,youknowIbeenabout

you…wantmetodothatlittlethingIdothatyou

like?

Shegotonherkneesinthecarfloorandunzipped

hispants,takinghiminhermouth.

BOITUMELO:Shit,Imissedthis…

Letangmoanedandleanedbackonthechair,his

eyesclosedandlosttothepleasure.



LETANG:Oh,shit…fuck,fuck…Boity…oh,fuck,

stop,stop!Igot…ohdamn…yougivethebest

head…fuck!

Shesashayedupandstraddledhislapimpaling

herselfwithhishardonandgyratingherthighsas

theybothmoaned,Letangthrustinguptomeether

rhythmuntiltheybothcame.

Shegotoffofhimandstoodoutsidethecar

laughing.

BOITUMELO:(laughing)Who’sthebitchnow?

Sheheldupherphonewithavideoofthem.

BOITUMELO:Ihavenothingtoloseifthiscomes

out.Idon’tgiveafuckaboutthatheightchallenged,

averagesizeddickMexicanboyanyway.(laughing)

Youontheotherhand,darling…nxe,nxe,nxe,nxe!

Youhaveeverythingtolose!Yourwife,yourfamily…

yourreputation…damn.Now,getthefuckoutof

thecarbeforeIhitupload.Chopchop!Leavekeys

in.Walkawayfromthecar,tothattree.

Hesighedandgotoffthecarandwalkedtothetree,

Boitumeloimmediatelyrunninginthecarand



drivingoff.

Shedroveofftohishomeandparkedthecarthen

tookoffherpantiesandstuffedthembetweenthe

setaandthebackrestifthepassengerseat.Outof

sightenough.Butcanbefeltwhensomeonesat

there.

Shecaughtataxihome,aftershehadgotteninthe

shower,switchingagain.

Asarecountofallthathappenedhitherallatonce,

shebrokedowncrying,sittingundertherunning

shower.

OhmyGod,whathadYendonenow!OhGod!

Sherantoherphoneanddeletedthevideo,thensat

inthebedhuggingherselfwithherkneestoher

chest,herheadonherkneesastearsrolleddown.

Thiswasnowaytolive.Shecouldn’tdothis

anymore.

Shekepteyeingherbottlepills.Shetookherphone

andGoogled‘canyoudiefromantipsychotics

overdose?’



**************

Sapelorolledinbed,motfeelingEphraim.She

openedhereyesandhewasn’tthere.

Hewasprobablyworkingonthesmallwalkin

closettheyhadturnedintoastudy.Shecouldsee

thelaptoplightfromthere

Shemovedoverandpeekedin.

Seriously?Hehadhisheadsetson,andhewas

watchingpornofsomebusty,perkybreast,small

waistthickgirls…thekindofgirlshehadlooked

likewhentheygotmarried.

Hewasleanedback,hishandonhiserectionashe

movedupanddown…

Heleftherinbedtobeathismeattoapornstar

withabodysheusedtohave?

Gosh,hecouldn’thavesaid‘nolongerattractedto

you’inalouderway.

Shefelthottearsprickathereyesbeforeflowing

downasshewentbacktobed,buryingherheadin

thepillowandcrying.



Godknowsshehadbeentryingtoloseweightsince

Aedirwe.Shehadevenexercisedatshortintervals

everynowandthen,boughtallthemeal

supplements…shewasjustnotlosingweightand

hewasnolongerattractedtoher.

*************
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Afterwalkingtothemainroad,hiking,andcatching

ataxi,Letangfinallyarrivedhomelateatnight.His

heartbeatsofastwhenhesawhiscarparkedat

home.God,whatifthatpsychogottohischildren.

Hejoggedtothehouseandrantothekids

bedrooms,allsleepingpeacefully.

Hewenttogetsomethingtoeatinthekitchen,

finallynoticingsomeonesleepinginthecarpetin

thelivingroom.Ohdamn!Thelittlegirlwhowas

standinginforthemaid.



Sherubbedhereyesandsatup.

MORWADI:Dumelang

LETANG:Hey,whyareyousleepingonthecarpet?

MORWADI:Youdidn’ttellmewheretosleep,sir,

andthekidssaidoneoftheroomwastheiraunty’s,

theothertheircousins,andtheotheryouuseditas

astudy.

LETANG:It’sok,usethatroom.Letmegetyou

bedding.

**********

Masedicamebackfromshootingandlaidinbed,

callingLetang.

LETANG:MrsThebe…

MASEDI:Don’tMrsThebemeLetang,whydidyou

kickmysisteroutofmyhouse?

LETANG:Babe,itwasn’tworkingout…

MASEDI:Whatdoyoumeannotworkingout?Did

yousleepwithher?Didyou?LetangIswear…

LETANG:Calmdown,Ididn’tsleepwithBontle,butI



justfeltweareholdingherback,Igotherajob.

GapeIknowhowbadyoufeelthatourkidsgoto

privateschoolandherstopublicwhilestaying

together.

MASEDI:ButLetang,weneedhelpwiththekids!

LETANG:Maybeifyouwereactuallyathomebeing

amom…

MASEDI:Iamnotathomebecausewhopushedme

tohustlingformykidskana?Whodicedallour

moneyawaykadinyatsi,leavingusbrokethentried

tokillhimself,leavingmeunemployed,withno

skills,andthreekidstocarefor?Huh?Who?Kopao

skantenaLetang,Idon’tlikesayingthesethings,

butwhenyoukeeppushingthisrubbishaboutme

stayinghomegonennyaa!Nopapi,can’tdo.Ican’t

trustyounottofuckupagain.Youbetterhavea

solutionbymorning,andIdonotwantamaid.

LETANG:Iloveyoutoo.

MASEDI:Ifitsamaidshebetterbesixtywithwhite

hair…wankutwa?

LETANG:(laughing)Sir,yes,sir!Comebacksoon



babe,Imissyousomuch…thisbedistoobig

withoutyou.

MASEDI:Translated,Iamhorny.

LETANG:(laughing)Youknowmetoowell.

MASEDI:(laughing)It’sbeenonlytwoweeksyou

dog.Seeyousoonbabe.Findanolderladyhelper.

Loveyou.

**************

Ephraimwokeupinthemorninghearingtheshower

running.Hetriedtoopen,butthedoorwaslocked.

EPHRAIM:Babe?

SPAELO:Justaminute,I’mshowering.

EPHRAIM:Iknow,Iwannajoinyou…maybegeta

littleloveand…

SAPELO:I’minahurry,gotclients.

Shecameoutwrappedinatowelandgavehima

quickperkonthelips.Hetriedtopullhercloserfor

akiss,butshepulledawayandstartedgetting

dressed.



EPHRAIM:Sapelo,areyouok?

SAPELO:I’mterrific.

EPHRAIM:Don’tbelikethat…

SAPELO:Fine.Youleftmeinbedtowatchpornand

masturbate,Ephraim?

EPHRAIM:(confused)And?Whatiswrongwith

watchingporn?AndIliterallybeatmymeatany

timeIamnotgettingitfromyou,whatcanIsay?I

amasexualbeing!(laughing)

SAPELO:Mxim

EPHRAIM:Ah-ah?Youareseriousgoriana?Youare

upsetthatIwatchedpornandjerkedoff?Really?

Ahh,jaanongwaganamma.

SAPELO:Whydoyouwanttolookatothernaked

womenwhenyouhaveyourownrightinbed?

EPHRAIM:It’sjust…Imean…uhm…thereis

nothingwrongwithporn,comeon.

SAPELO:Doyoufindmesexuallyattractive?Leave

asidethefactthatyouloveme,keraapure,primal

sexhela.Ifyouweresingleandwalkedacrossme



inashoposankitse,wouldyoulookatmybody

andthink,‘Iwannanailthat’.

EPHRAIM:Canwenotdothis?

SAPELO:No,let’sdothis!Whydon’tyousaywhat’s

actuallyinyourmind,Ephraim,huh?Youarenot

attractedtomeandyou’drathergowatchporn.

EPHRAIM:Sonowyouareangryatmebecauseof

yourbodyissues?Iaskyoutocomeworkoutwith

meSapelo,wagana!Youliterallyneverkeeptoyour

diets…laststwoweeksanditsdone,youarethe

mostdeterminedandconsistentpersonIknow,

whenyouwantsomething,youALWAYSgetit.

Koorehelayoudon’twanttocommittolosing

weightbecausewenaosharpokathisbody,which

isselfish…wearemarried,Sapelo.Whetherwelike

itornot,wemarryapreferencetoo.Physicalimage

playsapartinattraction,koorehelawhenonesays

thatgatweitsoffensive.Youlikemeacertainway,

andIkeepmyselfthatway.Whycan’tyoudothe

sameforme?ImagineifIstartsportingabeergut

orbleachedmyskin,wouldyouwanttofuckme?



SAPELO:Wow…evadethequestion.Thatisan

answertoo,youknow.

EPHRAIM:(sighing)Fine,fineSapelo.Ilikemy

womanwithshape.Bigthighs,bighips,bigbutt,

smallwaist,flattummy.Abigtummyturnsmeoff…

SAPELO:Wow…Ephraim!Iliterallygainedweight

becauseofpregnancyandbreastfeeding!(yelling)I

gotthisbodyyouhatesomuchgivingyoukids,

asshole!Mxim.

EPHRAIM:Let’sbehonestSasa,womengivebirth

tosevenkidsandstillmaintainthemselvesifthey

want,lookatKaedi’swife.Onherforthchildand…

SAPELO:(walkingaway)Gofuckyourbrother’swife

then,mxim!

EPHRAIM:Sapelo,wait,Ididn’tmean…

Shegothercarkeysandranoff,tryinghardtonot

cry.

Damnit!Womenweresocomplex.Ifheliedand

saidhewasokwithherbodynow,shewouldhave

beenupset.Butnowsheisupsetabouthisnot



beingokwithittoo.Damnifyoudo,damnifyou

don’t.

***********

InthemorningPenelopewokeupandfoundthe

newmaidfinishingtoclean.

MORWADI:Hi…thisissocool,IwatchyourTV

show…

PENELOPE:(smiling)Thanks.What’sforbreakfast..

Iusuallyhavemuesliwithagreekyogurtandhalfa

banana,daddyandtheboys…well,maybean

Englishbreakfast,wemissmamaalot,somaybe

thatwouldcheerthemupasshemakesitforus.

MORWADI:Huh?Englishbreakfast?

PENNY:(laughing)I’llgetmyownbreakfast.

Englishbreakfastjustputbreadinatoasterlikeso,

thenwarmupsomecannedbeans,fryeither

russiansausageorwors,bacon,eggs,and

mushrooms.

Herphonerangandshepickedupseeingher

mother’snumber.



PENELOPE:(happily)Mommy!OhmyGod,we

missyousomuch!Comebackalready.

MASEDI:(laughing)HeyprincessPen.Imissyou

too,butmamagottawork,youknowthat.Between

youandI?Beingpoorsucks,doesn’tit?

PENELOPE:(laughing)Totally!Ihatedwhenwehad

togotopublicschool!

MASEDI:Henceyouseewhymamahastoworkso

hard?Ineverwantyouandyourbrotherstobein

publicschoolorlackofanythingagain.

PENNY:(underherbreath)Ijustwishyouwere

homemore.

MASEDI:Whatwasthat,princess?Ididn’tcatchit.

PENNY:Nothingmama.

MASEDI:Okprincess.Youguysreadyforschool?I

heardauntyBontlemovedout,sotodaydaddyis

gonnagetyouguysready.Justeatcerealor

something.

PENNY:Oh,thenewgirlismakingbreakfast.

MASEDI:Whatnewgirl?



PENNY:Themaid?

SheturnedthevideotothekitchenwhereMorwadi

wasmakingbreakfast.

MASEDI:Oh…baby,Ineedtorun.Gogetreadyfor

school.

AsshehungupsheimmediatelycalledLetang.

LETANG:Heybabe,I’mjustgettingdressedfora

meeting.

MASEDI:Whenwereyougonnatellmeyouhave

yourlittlewhorerunningaboutmyhouse?

LETANG:(laughing)Idon’thaveanylittlewhore,my

love.Wannagetmeoneformybirthday?

MASEDI:Don’tplaywithmeLetang,Iwanthergone.

Now!

LETANG:Ihaveabusydaytoday.Someoneneeds

tobehomewhenthekidscomebackfromschool,

andtakecareofthemwhileyouarebusystrutting

aboutinyourpanties.

MASESI:Youarestandingtherebeingarrogant

rightnowbecauseIstrutaroundinmypanties,



don’tgetcocky.AndIhatethisrecentattitudeyou

havejustbecauseIwon’thaveanotherchild.Wa

lapisawaitseLetang.

LETANG:I’msorrybabe,Ijustwishwecould…I

havealwayswantedfourkids.Iknowaguywho

hadadownssyndromechildwhenhiswifehada

childa33!Youare29Sedi,that’snotsofaroff.

MASEDI:(sighing)I’mnotdoingthiswithyouright

now.Iwantthatwhoreofyoursgonebytomorrow,

ija.

Penelopewascomingfromherroomwhenshe

heardhermomonthephoneloudspeaker.

SoMorwadiwasjustlikethatBoitumelo,goingto

maketroublebetweenherparents,huh?Someof

thekidsatherschoolhaddivorcedparentsand

alsosheknewalltoowellhowsadmamawaswhen

daddywasgone.Sheusedtocryeverynightwhen

shethoughttheywereasleep.

Shesulkedandwalkedintothekitchen,lookingat

Morwadilaughingwiththeyoungerkids.

PENELOPE:Boycie,Percy,goseatdown.You,make



usbreakfast,yourjobisnottogiggleabout.

MORWADI:Iwasjust…

PENELOPE:Not,interested.Bringmemymuesli.

Letangfinallyfinishedgettingdressandwalkedto

thekitchen.

Thehousewassoclean,notoysinthefloor,and

therewasafullEnglishbreakfastonthetable,with

thekidsseatingthereeating,alreadyintheir

uniform.

LETANG:Wow..youguysarehavingafeast…

PRNELOPE:Mommymakesbetterfood.

LETANG:Penny,don’tberude.

PENELOPE:What?It’soily.I’llbeinmyroom,call

mewhenwearereadytoleave.

LETANG:Penelope!Sityournarrowbehindright

now!

Sherolledhereyesandsatdown,herarmscrossed

overherchestasshemessagedhermother.

**************



Intheevening,Ephraimwalkedinthegymandas

heheadedtotheweightsection,henoticedMiranda

doingsomeweights.

Hewalkedovertoher.

EPHRAIM:Ahh,cute,weights…nospinclassor

whatisthatthingyoudo?

MIRANDA:(laughing)Areyoumockingmyclass?

EPHRAIM:Dopeoplereallycometothegymtospin

around?

MIRANDA:(laughing)It’sverytiring,you

judgementalprick.ButIamtryingtotoneupand

weightsarethewayapparently.

EPHRAIM:Yourpostureiswrongandyouarenot

hittingtherightmusclewiththatstance.Andyou

wannareduceyourweightsanddohighrepsfor

sexyarms,otherwisethosechickenwingswillend

uplookinglikeVinDiesel’sarm

MIRANDA:(laughing)Chickenwings?Really?Leave

mealoneEphraim,orareyouthesteroidtypethat

justcomestothegymtotrashtalk.



EPHRAIM:(laughing)Iaminsulted!Roids?People

whousesteroidslookliketheygotpumpedwithair,

thisispureleanmuscle.Letmehelpyou…

Hecorrectedherstanceandthenwatchedheras

shedidtheweightedsquatsagain.

Damn,therewasali’lasssomewherethere.

God,whatwaswrongwithhim,Heneededtogo

awayfromher.Orgetlaid.

Sapelohadbeeninafunkfortwoweeksnowand

theybarelyhadsex,andtodayitwasworse.They’d

foughtandshedidnotwanttoevenkisshiminthe

morning.Refusedtoanswerhiscallsorreplyhis

textsallday.Sometimesshewassohardto

understand.

***********

Sapelosatinherofficelate,crying.

WhatEphraimhadsaidwashonestlyoffensive.She

knewshehadgainedweight,didheneedtoshoveit

inherfacelikethat!

Therewasaknockandamanstoodatthedoor.



SAPELO:CanIhelpyou?

HIM:Youtalkedtomysisterearlier.Shecouldn’t

makeit…aboutausingthegardenforafamily

reunion?

OhmyGod,theclient…shehadbeenso

preoccupied,shetotallyforgot.

SAPELO:(wipingtears)Uhm…I…ofcourse.I’m

sorry…allergies.

HIM:Allergies.Right.Comeon,ifyouneedanear,I

gottime.Whyisaprettygirllikeyoucrying?

SAPELO:I’mfine…

HIM:Menareasshole,don’twastetimecryingover

one.Shallwe?

HesatdownasSapeloshowedhimtheprintlayout

ofthegardenandtheservicestheywouldoffer

them.

Asshestooduptotakeafile,shecouldfeelthe

man’seyesonher.Notinacreepyway…

HIM:Eish…bontjabaitumela



SAPELO:Meaning?

HIM:(smilingandlookingupherbodyfromheadto

toe)Nicethings…realnicethings…ija…don’tmind

me.

SAPELO:(blushing)Nnyaa,youcan’tsayhalf

sentences.

HIM:(laughing)Obatlagonkgolegaakere…ringke

eo…anyway,yes,wewillbebookingtheplace

SAPELO:Okletmeputitdown… leina?

HIM:Bokamoso…

Shewroteitdown.

SAPELO:Alright,comecompletethebooking

tomorrowwithouragent.Thankyouforyour

business.

Shestoodupandshookhishandastheguyogled

heragain.

HIM:Whyareprettygirlsalwaysinsecure.Every

timeIcheckyououtyoulookdown,andyouhave

beenpushingyouhandbaginfrontofyou,tryingto

hideyourtummy?Girl,youarebuiltlikeanAfrican



woman,stophiding.Youarebeautiful.Ifyour

husbanddoesnottellyouthatheisafool.

Hereachedoutandcaressedherchinjustas

Ephraimwalkedin,stillonhisgymwear.

***********
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Ephraimstoodatthedoorandwatchedsomeguy

caressingSapelo’scheek.

EPHRAIM:Whatthefuckisgoingonhere?

SAPELO:(movingawayfromtheguy)Ephraim,I…

EPHRAIM:Don’tfuckingEphraimme,areyou

fuckinghim?

BOKAMOSO:Heynow!That’snowaytotalktoa

lady.

EPHRAIM:Don’tfuckingtalkwhenIcaughtyou



withyouhandsallovermywife.

SAPELO:Willyoustop,Ephraim!Seriously!Thisisa

client…sir,Iamsosorry,andIunderstandifyouno

longerwannadobusinesswithus…

BOKAMOSO:Punishyoubecauseheisactinglike

anass?Noway…

EPHRAIM:Ifyoudon’tgetoutofhererightnow…

BOKAMOSO:Leaveawomanalonewithyouacting

likeachargingbull?

Ephraimswungathim,butSapelomovedbetween

themandhisfistcaughtheronthenoseandside

ofmouth.Shetrippedonaboxoffilesandhither

headonthewall.

EPHRAIM:Shit…ohmyGod,Sapelo,I’msosorry…

areyouok?

SAPELO:(movingaway)Don’ttouchme.Youareso

immature!Alwaysquicktohitpeople!

EPHRAIM:I’msorry.Ididn’tmean…

SAPELO:Youwouldn’thaveifyoucommunicated

likenormalpeople,notaNeanderthal.



Bokamosowipedherbleedinglipwithhis

handkerchief,Ephraimpushedhimoff,punching

himontheface.

EPHRAIM:Don’tfuckingtouchmywife!

SAPELO:OhmyGod,whatiswrongwithyou?

Bokamoso,Iamsosorry.Youneedtoleavewena

Ephraim.

EPHRAIM:But…

SAPELO:Isaidleave!Idon’twannatellyouagain

Ephraim,leave.

EPHRAIM:Youdon’tevenhaveyourcarwithyou

today,howwillyougethome?

SAPELO:Getoutofmysight!Damn!Ephraim,ifyou

careaboutusandourmarriage,youwillleave.I

can’tlookatyourightnow.Arggg!Go.

Helookedatherwithpleadingeyes,butshewas

notbudging,andeventuallyhewalkedoff,seating

inhiscar.

BOKAMOSO:Areyouok?ShallItakeyoutothe

hospital?Thesideofyourheadisbleeding.



SAPELO:I’mfine,thanks,justgohome.

BOKAMOSO:Areyousure?Youwantmetocallthe

police?Heassaultedyou.

SAPELO:Nah,it’sfine.Justgo.

Hesighedandleft.

Sapelosatbackonherchairfrustrated.God!What

thehellwaswrongwithEphraim.Howwashe

gonnagopunchingpeoplerandomly!Whenthehell

washegonnagrowup?

Shesighedandturnedofftheofficelights,goingto

thebackroomwhereshehadamattresssheused

tohaveanaponduringthedaywhenshewas

pregnant.

Ephraimsatinthecarparkwhenhesawtheoffice

lightsgooff…thenacarpulledofffromtheparking

lot.Hecouldn’tseeinside,buthewasprettysureit

wasthem.

Hetailedit,watchingitdriveintosomehouseand

throughtoagarage.

Fuck!



*********

Afterputthekidstobed,Morwadisatintheliving

roomsadlywonderingwhyPennywasbeingso

rudetoher.Shehadseemedlikesuchanicelittle

girlatfirst.

ShehadnotevenheardMrThebewalkin.

LETANG:Areyouok?

MORWADI:Rra?

LETANG:Youarecrying.

Shewipedhertearsandlookeddown.

MORWADI:I’mfine.

LETANG:Ihaveverylittlepatienceforgirly

emotions.Issomethingwrongornot?Iseverything

okathome?

Shesobbedandlookeddown.

MORWADI:I’mok…

LETANG:Suityourself.Letmeshowyouhowto

turnonthesecurityalarm.



Heshowedherwatchingherdoit.Shewasavery

shylittlethingwhobarelylookedpeopleintheeyes.

Shestillactedprettychildish,watchingcartoons

withBoycieandPercy,andthefactthatshewasan

extremelypetitethingshortandthin,shelooked

justlikeonofthekids.

Butshewasareallyhardworker,afterdoinghis

laundryshehadevenrolledhissocksinpairsand

all.

Aftersayinggoodnight,hewenttoliedowninthe

bedroom,tryingtoreachMasedi.

Shehadleftamessage.

‘Invitedtoapartyfornightappearance.Tribeevent.

Won’tbeabletochattonight.Loveyou.’

Man,thiswasannoying.Hefeltlikehealwayshad

tobegMasediforherattention.Hehadneverbeen

oneforaworkingwife,especiallynotonewho

strutsaboutinherpantiesandgoestopartiesand

whatevereventsallovertheworldforherstupid

‘tribe’.Shewasmoremarriedtothattribebrand

thanshewastohimatthispoint.



Thebrand’slingeriepagehadjustpostedapicture

ofherwearingoneoftheline’slatestofferings,an

ittybittyredlacelingeriesetthatwasathong,her

buttcheeksexposedasshelaidonthebed,givinga

sultrylook.Thecommentswereblowingup.

‘Jesus,thoselegsgoonformiles’

‘AllIneedistwominutes ’

‘Finegirl,seatonmyface’

Argggh!Thiswassofuckingannoying,whatman

wantedtowatchthewholefreakingcontinent

sayingsuchthingsabouthiswife?

Hetriedtocallherandshewasn’tanswering.

HeclosedhiseyesthinkingofBoitumelolastnight.

Shelookedsohotonherkneesinthatcar…

Helaughedasheinboxedher.

‘Ineedtoseeyou…orIwilltellyourfiancéewhat

wentdownlastnight’

‘Ihaveavideo,remember?Masediwillseeit’

‘Postitthen.Masediwillalwaysforgivemeand



comebacktome,canyousaythesameabout

Juan?’

‘Myfiancée’snameisFabien,anddon’tthinkIam

playingaboutthevideo.’

‘Givemedirections,orJuangetsanicestoryinthe

morning.’

‘No’

‘Cool.Iguessyoureallydon’tgiveashitabouthim.

Iknowwherehisofficeis.‘

‘Letang,please…‘

‘Youknowwheremyofficeis..Meetmetherein

twentyminutes.‘

‘AndwhatamIsupposedtotellmyfiancée?‘

‘Howisthatanyofmybusiness?‘

***********

BoitumelowipedtearsasshemessagedLetang

back,thendeletedthemessages.

Fabienwasinhisstudydoingsomework,andhis

motherandsisterswereintheirbedrooms.



Shewroteaquicknoteandsnuckout.

‘Heybabe.Rememberthecellmeetingthatgirl

invitedusto?Ithoughtitwouldbeagoodidea,soI

headedthere.Loveyou.’

Shedrovetohisofficecrying.

Fabienwasunderstanding,butshedoubtedhe

wouldtakethiswell.Hefreakedwhenhecaughther

withMara.Shepromiseditwouldneverhappen,he

hadnothingtoworryabout.Ofcourseshecouldn’t

guaranteethat,butshejustdidn’twanttolosehim.

Sheparkedandcouldseehimalready.Hewas

waitingoutsideleaningbythecarsmoking.

LETANG:(laughing)Goodgirl…

BOITUMELI:Whatdoyouwant?Pleaseleaveme

alone,Ideletedthevideo,Iwon’tbotheryou…

please…

LETANG:(laughing)Youdeletedit?Youareanidiot.

Thatwasgoodleverage.Nowyougotnoneonme.

Talkingaboutthat,I’lltakeyourphoneplease.Now

let’shavealittlefun.Youoweme.Youalmost



ruinedmylife.Iwasinafuckingwheelchair,you

bitch.TosayIhateyouisanunderstatement.Come,

let’sgoinside.

Heroughlydraggedherinsidetherentedoffice,

pinninghertothewallandkissingher.

LETANG:Comeon,Iwantthecrazyone,shefucks

good…whatwasthatyoutoldmewhenyouwereat

theclinic?YencomesoutwhenIneedprotecting.

Alright,Yenfferlet’splay,baby!(laughing)

Hegothishandonherthroatandsqueezedhard

untilshewasgaggingforairandflailing.

LETANG:IwantYenffer.Whyareyoufighting?

Thenhelookedatherandlaughed,releasinghis

grip.

LETANG:Hello,Yenffer…

BOITUMELI:(laughing)Wellplayed…wellplayed.

YouknowI’mgonnamakeyoupayforthis,right?

YouhavetoomuchtoloseLetang…especiallywith

suchabeautifullittledaughter…Arabspaybigfora

Nubianlittleprincess…



Heslappedherhardacrossthefaceandshe

slappedhimback.

LETANG:Don’tfuckingtalkaboutmykid.

BOITUMELO:(laughing)OhIcoulddrownthat

mentallyslowone,heisuselessanyway…or

handsome,handsomeBoycie.Hisdaddy’slookalike.

I’denjoystabbingtheshitoutofhimjustbecause

hehasyourface.

LETANG:Stopdamnit!Fine.Leave.Stayawayfrom

mykids.Go.

BOITUMELO:Leave?What?No!Icameheretofuck.

DoyouknowhowunsatisfyingFabien’sdickis?

Hegrabbedhimbythet-shitandpulledhimcloser,

kissinghim,pullinghist-shirtoffandrunninghis

handsonhissolidchest,asherippedopenhis

pajamatopoff,kissingdownherclavicle…takinga

nipoleinhismouthwithamoan.

Shesashayedoffherpajamabottoms,thenpulled

himbythebeltandwenttothetable,sittingontop

ofthetableandpushedhimdowntokneeling.



Hegrowledloudlyassheslowlyopenedherlegs

andpulledhisheadbetweenherlegsandpushed

hisheadtohercore.

BOITUMELO:Yea…that’sit,likethateatthatp*ssy

nigga.

************

AsEphraimwasabouttostorminthere,hisphone

startedringing.Itwashisbrother.

EPHRAIM:Ky,it’snotagoodtimerightnow.

HIM:Thenit’sdefinitelyagoodtime.Whatiswrong?

EPHRAIM:Whatmakesyouthinksomethingis

wrong?

HIM:Theansweryoujustgaveme.So,spititout

beforeIfindyouandbeatitoutofyou.

EPHRAIM:I’mgood.

HIM:Ephraim,IhavetwobeautifulwivesIcouldbe

havingsexwithrightnow,notbabyingyourass.

Whereareyou?

EPHRAIM:IthinkSapeloischeatingonme.



HIM:Nah.Thatgirllovesyou,she’dneverdothat.

Whereareyou?

EPHRAIM:Ifollowedthemtothenigga’shouse.I’m

parkedoutside.

HIM:Andyouaregonnatakeadeepbreathand

driveaway.

EPHRAIM:Youwantmeto…

HIM:Becauseifyougointhere,youaregonnakill

thatnigga,notthatthat’saproblem.It’sthefact

thatshewilldumpyourassforgood.Areyou

willingtodealwiththat?Loseherforever?Walk

away.TellmewherethehouseisandIwillcome

andmakesuresheleaves.Now,Ephraim.

Hesighedandgavehimdirections,thendroveoff

withacuss,stoppingatabartogetsomealcohol.

Ashedroveintotheirhome,hesawMirandadriving

intoherhometoo.

Heparkedhiscarandwalkedover.

MIRANDA:Ok,what’swithyou?Youlooklikeshit.

EPHRAIM:Ihaveissues,andIdon’twannabealone



rightnow.

MIRANDA:Yea,well,todayismyselfpamperday,

sokeepitmoving.Gofindsomebodyelse.

Hesnatchedherkeysandopenedthedoor,goingin.

MIRANDA:Ephraim!KanaIhavesomeoneover

wena!

Asthedooropened,awhiteguyonhisboxers

walkedfromthemasterbedroom.

HIM:Mira…babe?Igotyourbathallreadyand…

EPHRAIM:Hi,Mirahastoldmesomuchaboutyou.

Greatguy.I’mhercousin.Thingis,ourgrandfather

iscriticallysickrightnowandweneedtodiscuss

ouroptionsimmediately.Hedoesnothavetime.

TheguylookedatMiranda.

MIRANDA:(sighing)I’msosorrybabe.Raincheck?

Iwillcallyoulater,maybewecandothistomorrow.

Theguydisappointedlywenttogetdressesandleft.

MIRANDA:Fine,yousentmypersonaway,whatdo

youwant?



EPHRAIM:Idon’tknow.

Hesatinthesofaandturnedonthetelevision.

MIRANDA:Seriously?Youfuckingsentmymanoff

soyoucanwatchTV?Andhegivesamazing

orgasmstoo!FuckyouEphraim.I’mgonnagosoak

inmybath,letyourannoyingassout,orilekago

harasa.

Shecussedangrilyandwenttothebathroom.

Hethrewtheremoteacrosstheroom,thinkingof

thatasshole’shandcaressingSapelo’scheek.How

longhadthisbeengoingon?HowcouldSapelodo

thistothem!

Nowshe’dgonewithhim.Hewasprobablyfucking

herrightnow.

Heshouldhavegoneinthereandbeathimtoapulp

anddraggedhercheatingasshome.

Hecussedloudlyashestrolledtothebathroom.

Mirandagotinthebathroom,pouringherselfa

glassofwinethatwassittinginanicecanter,and

lightingscentedcandlesaroundherbathtub,then



throwinginmorebathbombsandaddingmorehot

water.Shetookoffherclothesandjustasshe

wasabouttostepinthetub,Ephraimgrabbedher

bythewaistandturnedheraround,kissingher.

************

LIKE,COMMENT,SHARE

*

*

*

Apologiesforthisweekbeingamess.Loadsof

work.Tomorrowwedoamarathontocatchup.

*

Fromnowontheanynextepisodewillonlyfollow

whenwehaveatleast100comments,10shares,

1000likes.

[05/29,14:14]Lynne:BREADWINNER’SWIFE

   47

EphraimpinnedMirandatothewallkissingher.



Hepulledbackandyelledloudly,thenjoggedback

tohishome,cussingloudlyasMirandacalledafter

him confused.

Ephraimbangedthedoorwithanothercuss.

Thiswassofuckedup,wasthiswhattheyhad

become?

Hisphonerangandhepickedup.Itwashisbrother.

EPHRAIM:Ky

HIM:Toldyouyouareanidiot.Sapeloisatthe

garden.

EPHRAIM:Shedidn’tgowithhim?Hesaysheleft

herthere.

HIM:Boy,shedon’tevenknowhim.Iroughedhim

upabitandhetalked.Hehadonlymetherforthe

firsttimetwentyminutesbeforeyouwalkedin.

EPHRAIM:Heislying,Isawhimtouchherand…

HIM:Iassureyouheisnot.Iaskednicely

(laughing).Butabouthimtouchingher…heisa

man.Hesawavulnerablewomanandtriedtoshoot

hisshot.Breakhisfuckinghandifyoumust.But



shedidnothingwrong,thatgirllovesyouEph.

EPHRAIM:Recentlyithasn’tfeltlikeit.

HIM:Maybesheisgoingthroughsomething.You

werebitchingaboutherweighttheotherday…

EPHRAIM:Sapeloisnottrying,sheneverkeepsto

adietandwon’texercise…

HIM:Haveyouconsideredthatsheisalready

strugglingwiththat.Thatsheisalreadybeating

herselfupaboutit?Workoutanddietaresomeof

thehardestthingstocommitto.Thisisthetime

whensheneedsyourasstomakeherfeelbeautiful,

notberateher,stupid.Youhaveabeautifulfamily,

Ephandtakeitfromsomeonewhohasfuckedup

asmuchasIdid.Somebattlesarenotworthit.

EPHRAIM:But…

HIM:Wouldyouratherloseherortakeherasshe

comes?Besmart,man.Givehertimetocalmdown

today,sheobviouslydoesn’twannaseeyouifshe

chosetosleepintheoffice.Goseeherinthe

morning.



**********

Letanggothomearound2amandlaidinbedwitha

smile.

Damn.

Thatgirlwasonefreakybitch.

ShewentonFacebookandtyped‘arrivedhome

safe?‘

Thenchangedhismindandsentnothing.

HewentonInstagramandbrowsedhisphotos,

manywerewithhiswifeandkids

Whatwaswrongwithhim washereallywillingto

riskallthisagain?

Andthistimeforagirlhehadnointerestinbeside

wantingtofuck?Imeanwhothehellwantedto

dealwithBoitumelo’sderangedass.Ifhewaswith

her,anothermanwouldbetakingtherolehewas

playingrightnow,she’ddefinitelyfucksomeone

elsebehindhisback…hell,shealreadydid.Not

onlycheatonhim,butrobhimblindtoo.

Andthecrazybitchhadthreatenedhiskids.He



neededtoshutthisdownpronto.

Heblockedherinallhissocialmedia,andwentto

sleep.

************

InthemorningMasedistretchedandputonher

gown,goingdownforbreakfast.Herboss,the

owneroftheTribebrandwasalreadythereeating.

HER:Okteam.It’sajobwelldone,andwedidso

wellwearecuttingthetripbyfourdays.Wehad

reservedthedaysforshooting,butwealreadydone.

Whichmeansweareheadinghometoday.

Theyallcheeredhappilyandafterbreakfastand

gettingtheirflightdetails,Masedibookedher

GaboronetoFrancistownticketandcalledLetang

totellhim.

*************

Ephraimtossedandturnedallnight,hecouldn’t

sleepandjustwantedtogotothatgardenandget

Sapelo,buthisbrotherwasright.Ifsheneeded

space,thenthat’swhatshewouldgiveher.



InthemorningEphraimpackedsomebreakfastfor

Sapelo.Healsotookcleanclothesandatoiletry

bag.

Itwasstillaroundsixinthemorning,theemployees

werenotinyet.Hehadakeytotheoffice,she

alwayssaid‘incaseIlosemine’.Heopenedand

wenttothebackroom.

Shewaslayingonthemattresssleeping.

Helaiddownbesideher,spooningher,hisarm

aroundherwaist.

Hecouldtellshewasawakebythewayshewas

breathing.Hecaressedhercheek,hertearswetting

hisfingers.

EPHRAIM:I’manidiot…

Shejustsobbedquietly.

EPHRAIM:It’sjust…IknowIdon’tdeserveyou…

youcoulddosomuchbetter.AndIloveyouso

muchIamparanoidoflosingyou…sometimesI

getjealousevenwhenyouarejusttalkingtoamale

cashierinashop.Youareright,whenitcomesto



youIdon’tknowhowtocontrolmyemotions.Andit

endsuphurtingyou,whichissomethingInever

wanttodo.

Hewipedhertearandkissedherneck.

EPHRAIM:AndIamsorryIcommentedonyour

weight..Iwasoutofline,youhavearighttolook

whateverwayyoulike…

SAPELO:(sobbing)Iamtrying,Ephraim…Ireally

am,butIamalwayssotired…andIget

demotivatedandIjustquit…Iknowthispasttwo

monthithasgottenworse.Idon’tevenlikelooking

atmyownbody…so,no,Iamnotcomfortable…I’m

sorry.

EPHRAIM:Heynow,don’tapologies…youdid

nothingwrong…

SAPELO:AndIamnotcheatingonyou…IswearI

wouldnever…Imetthayguynotevenanhour

beforeyouwalkedin.Ishouldhaveslappedhis

handawaywhenhetouchedme…

EPHRAIM:Babe,Iknow…ok?Iknow.Ijusthope

youcanforgivemeforbeingsuchacolossalidiot.



SAPELO:(sighing)Ok…butbabe,weneedto

improvehowwecommunicate.Punchingpeopleis

notawaytosolvethings.

EPHRAIM:I’mterribleatcommunicatingmy

feelings…teachme.

SAPELO:Ok…youbroughtbreakfast?Mhhh,Ihope

thereissoftporridgeinthere…arggh,mushrooms,

damn!Theymakemeheave…ifthereisnoporridge,

atleastlet’sbuymageuwhenshopsopenIhave

noappetiteforfriedfood.AndIamnotbeinga

bitchbabe,Iappreciateyoutookthetimetobring

mebreakfast,Ireallyjustwantsomethingbland…

Ephraimlaughedandkissedheragain.

EPHRAIM:Youarepregnant!Youarepregnantbabe,

wearehavinganotherbaby!

SAPELO:Nope

EPHRAIM:Weliterallyhadthisconversationtwice

already!‘Babe,Ijustcan’thandleoilsrightnow’

‘Eww,mushroomsmakemegag’.Andbothtimes

youwerepregnantbabe,wearehavingababy!And

itexplainssomuch!Theweightgain…yourinterest



insexinyourfirsttrimesterisalwayslow….The

moods!Wow

SAPELO:(laughing)Sorrytoburstyourlittlejoy

bubble,butIhadmyperiodlastweek.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Iammoreobservantthanyou!

Irememberbothourpregnanciesvividly!

SAPELO:(laughing)Willingtoputyourmoney

whereyoumouthis?P100saysI’mnot.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Hee,freeclipa?Youareon!

KoorekesimolletoplanwhatI’mgonnadowithmy

money…kobechetsacheriyam’.Weareaboutto

findoutsheispregnant,andshealwayshasataste

forsourmilkwhenpregnant.IbetP100canget

meabucket.

SAPELO:(laughing)Tellcheriyagagonottohold

herbreaththough!ThatP100iscomingtome,I’m

gettingamanicure!

Helaughedandbumpedher,puttinghishand

aroundhershoulder.

EPHRAIM:Imisseduslikethis…happy,fun,playful.



Youaremybestfriendkana,waitsetota?

**************

Boyciechasedaboutwithotherstandardone

studentsplayingastheywaitedfortheirparents’to

pickthemup.

Awomanwalkedovertohimwhenateacherwasin

theclassnotlooking.

‘HeyPhineas’

BOYCIE:Hello?

‘Waitingforyourdaddy?‘

BOYCIE:MamasaysIamnotallowedtotalkto

strangers.

‘Oh,I’mafriendofyourmom’s,look’

SheshowedhimapictureofherandMasedi

together.

‘YourmumandIgrewuptogether,see,thisisusas

kids.Comeseathereinmycarwithmeaswewait

foryourdad.Youcanseemorepictures.

Shetookherhandandtheywalkedoutsidethe



schoolgatesandtohercar.

Theysatlookingatpicturesasshelookedupfor

Letang’scar.

Shesawhimparkandtheolderbratcametotalkto

him.

***********

LetangparkedhiscarwithPercyinthebackground.

Pennywalkedovertohim.

PENNY:Daddy,Boycieisnotatclass,theysayhe

leftherewithwomanjustnow.

LETANG:Awoman…shit!Shit,shit!Uhm,seathere,

watchPercy,lockthecaranddon’topenforanyone.

Herrantotheclassroompanicked,theninthe

schoolparkinglot.

Hisheartwasbeatingsofasthewasshaking.What

ifshealreadykilledhim?OhGod!Whathadhedone,

please,hecouldn’thaveanotherofhischildrendie

becauseofhim.

Heunblockedherandrequestedtosendhera

message.



Hisphonerang.

LETANG:Hello?Boitumelo,pleasedon’thurtmy

child…please.I’lldoanything.

BOITUMELO:Youeverpullthestuntyoudidagain?

Youeverfuckingthreatenanyoneofmysystemor

putyourhandsonus?Iwillenjoygorginghiseyes

out,doyouunderstand?

LETANG:Yes,yes.IswearIwillstayawayfromyou.

I’msorry.

Helookedupatadistance.

Boyciesatinhercar,lookingatphotos,obliviousof

theknifesheheldrightbehindhim.

LETANG:Please…heisjustachild…lethimgo…

Boitumelowillbedevastatedifyouhurthim…

Shelaughedandwhisperedsomethingtotheboy,

wholookedupandsawhisdaddy,thenranupto

himhappily.

Letangrantowardhim,pullinghimintoabearhug

andfelltohiskneesasheheldhimshaking.God,

hischildcouldhavedied.



BOYCIE:Daddy,areyouok?

LETANG:I…uhm…I’m.Okchamp.Let’sgo..Mama

iscomingbacktoday.Wearegoingtopickherup.

Thedrovetotheairport,andMasedicameoutafew

minuteslater,smilinghappilywhenshesawthem.

Shekissedthekids,thenLetang,andtheyall

walkedtothecathandinhand.

MASEDI:RragoPenny,areyouok?

Shewhisperedtohim.

LETANG:Yea,Iuhm…Ijustmissedyou.

Sheputtheyoungerkidsonthecarseatand

boosterseat,thencheckedPenny’sseatbeltbefore

gettinginthepassengerseatandLetangdroveoff.

MASEDI:Ouch,what’sbackherejaanong?Whatdid

Isayaboutstuffingsnackwrapsbetweenseats

guys?Wearebetterthanthat.

Sheturnedaroundtopullouttheoffendingthing

stuckbetweentheseatandthebackrest.

************
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EphraimandSapelowalkedoutoftheclinicwith

Ephraimholdingsouthishand.

EPHRAIM:PayupausiSasa,Ipromisedmy

girlfriendsourmilkkana.

SAPELO:(laughing)Comenow,MrThebe,bea

gentleman.Agentlemancannotmakealadypay.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)Nothinglikethat,ausi,payme

orwewillmeetatsmallclaims.See,Itoldyouand

youdidn’tbelieveme.

SAPELO:(smiling)soyoudopayattention,huh?

EPHRAIM:(kissinghercheek)Whenitcomesto

you?Everylittledetail,mylove.Wow!Number

three…howareyoufeelingbabe?Aboutthe



pregnancy?

SAPELO:Actually,happy.Workisbusyandall,but

damn,wearehavingababy!Weagreedonthree,

butwewerewaitingtwomoreyears..SurprisinglyI

amnotdisappointedit’ssooner!

Hepulledhercloserandkissedher,thenthey

walkedtothecarhandinhand.

*************

Masedipulledoutthelacepantiesandlookedatit

thenthrewitinLetang‘sface.

LETANG:Shit…Sedi,I…

MASEDI:Mykidsareinthecar,please.Let’sjustgo

home.

LETANG:I…

Sheheldoutherhandforhimtostoptalkingand

theydroveinsilenceasBoycieamusedhislittle

brotherwiththesoundsthedifferentanimalsmade,

andPennywasonherphone.

Theyarrivedhome,findingMorwadiintheliving

room.



MASEDI:Andthenwena?Whatareyoudoinginmy

house?

LETANG:Morwadi,givethekidstheirlunchplease.

Sedi,let’sgotothebedroom.Now,Masedi.

Masedisighednoticingthesadnessinher

daughter’sface.

MASEDI:Pennylove,comegivemeahug?

PENNY:Areyouanddadhavingafight?

Lyingtoherwasnotgonnawork,shehadtobe

creativewiththetruth.

MASEDI:Youknowwhat,wearehavingalittle

disagreementbecausedadwassupposedtobook

usaholidayandheforgot!Sobad,right?

PENNY:Daddy,ItoldyoutouseGooglecalendarso

youdon’tforgetthings!Nowyouupsetmama!

LETANG:Iamsosorryprincess!Daddyisn’tgood

atallthesecalendaringthingslikeyouare,you

know?

MASEDI:Iknow!Youshouldteachhimandhehas

totakeyoushoppinginexchange!



PENNY:(excited)Canwe?Really,reallyreally?

LETANG:(laughing)Thisisnotfair!Ambush!Boys,

alittlehelp?Oh,fine.I’lltakeyoushoppingifyou

promiseIcanbegoodatrememberingthings.

HesmiledatthehappygirlandfollowedMasediin

thebedroom.

LETANG:Ihavenoideawherethatcamefrom.

MASEDI:It’shers,isn’tit?Thatbitchintheliving

room?Letang,I’mnotgonnaletyouhurtmeagain.

Ifyouthinkyoucan’tbeahusband,mothowa

Modimo,packyourbagsandhittheroad.I’mnot

goingthroughthisagain.

LETANG:Sedi,kantewhydothis?Whysayyou

forgaveme,butkeepremindingofthemistakesI

made?Idon’tknowwherethosecame…ohhhh!My

cousinMothusi.Gavehimthecartogopickupa

batchofbooksfortheupcomingseminar.

MASEDI:YoumustthinkI’mafool.

Shetookoutherphonetocallhim.

God,hehopedMothusicaughtthedriftandcovered



forhim.

MASEDI:HeyMothusi,soyoumanagedtogetthe

books?

HIM:Books?

Leatngspokeinthebackground.

LETANG:ThebooksIgaveyouthecartogoget,

dummy.

HIM:Ohhh,thosebooks,suresurecuz,aretheyok?

Isthereaproblemwiththem?Ijustpickedup

withoutchecking.

MASEDI:Jaanongrraafterpickingthebookswhat

didyoudowithmyhusband’scar?

HIM:Ao,whatdoyoumean?Somethingwrongwith

it?

LETANG:Wefoundapantyinmycar,asshole.

HIM:Shit,sorrycuz…eish…livingathomeisa

problem hardtogetspacetodo…youknowwhat

mmagwePenny,I’msosorry,Ihavenoexcusefor

myself.



MASEDI:Mychildrengointhatcar,Mothusi!You’ll

getmybabiessickwithyourprostitutes’panties,

nxla!

ShehungupangrilyandlookedatLetang.

MASEDI:Youarenevergivinghimthecaragain.

LETANG:Withoutadoubt.

MASEDI:AndIthoughtItoldyouIwantedthatgirl

gone,Letang.

LETANG:Awesome,soyouaredecidingtostay

homeand…

MASEDI:Nicetry.Sheneedstogo.

LETANG:Ok,gogetmothoeeandshewillgo.But

bearinmindthatthekidsalreadylikeMorwadi.You

knowhowPercyiswithstrangers.Butheisfine

withher.Legalebringthepersonthatmeetsyour

satisfactionmma.NnaIdidn’tsendheraway

becauseoursonlikeshim.Andolderpeopleare

noteasytofind,theyareploughinginthefields,and

doyouthinktheywillrespectyourgentleparenting?

Iwannasmackthesebratsmyselfsometimes



Masedi,youthinkanoldwomanwon’t?

MASEDI:Mxim

***********

Boitumelolaidinthecouchsadly.God!She

couldn’ttakethisanymore.YenhadusedBoycieto

threatenLetang,thatwassoscary… shecould

havehurthimanytimeshewanted.

AndshehadcheatedonFabien.

Thisreallywasnowaytolive,shewasbetterof

dead…

Andthatthoughthadbeeninhermindthepastfew

daysnow.Likesheneededdepressionandsuicidal

ontopofallthisshit?

Shewalkedtothekitchenwherehermotherinlaw

wascooking.Theoldwomangenuinelylovedher,

butshecouldbeabitsmotheringattimes.

HER:Oh,mydaughter,Iwasabouttobringyou

soup.Traditionalrecipe.Soupisverygood,Fabien

saidyouwerenotfeelingwell.

BOITUMELO:Thankyouma,itsmellsnice.



HER:Iknowwhyyousosad…quicklyyoumarry

Fabienandmakeababy…ababywillmakeyou

happy.

Literallynoneofheraltersnevervolunteeredtodeal

withthisoldwoman.Shewasthatirritating.

Fabienwalkedinandkissedher,thenkissedhis

mother.

HER:Fabi,IjusttellBoiyoutwomustmakebaby…

FABIEN:Mama,canwenot?Idon’twantkids.

HER:Howyouexpectyourwifetobehappy?Look

ather,sosad..Allwomanwantsbaby.Yougiveher

baby.

FABIEN:Ahhhhh!Ihavehadalongdaymama,po

favor!Wedon’twantkids,ok?CanIhaveacoffee?

BOITUMELO:I’llmakeyouonebabe…gorelaxabit

inthetable.

FABIEN:Thanksbabe…

Sheopenedthecupboardstogetacup,and

everythinghadbeenchanged.Thirdtimethisweek..

Lord,thestrengthitwastakingnottoyellatthisold



woman!

BOITUMELO:Maa,wherearethecups?

HER:Oh,here.Heremuchbetter.Oh,Ifoundmy

dressinboxwhenunpacking…forwedding.Iwant

youwearit.

Lord!ShewassotemptedtoagreewithYenand

sendthisoldladypacking.

************

MasediwenttothekitchenandfoundMorwadi

washingthedishes.

Sheknewhowhurtcouldmakeoneact…howthis

girlcouldeasilytakeherfrustrationsonherkids,

shehadbeenthereatonepoint.

Nowshehadtochoosecarefullyhowshetreated

her.

Plus,allthatkeepyourenemiescloser.

MASEDI:(smiling)Morwadi,isit?

MORWADI:(lookingdown)Eemma.

MASEDI:Heynow,noneedtobeafraidofme.



Pardonmymannersjustnow,Iwasupsetwith

husband.Havethebratsbeenbehaving?

MORWADI:Eemma…

MASEDI:Alright,letmenotholdyou.Pleasekeep

checkingonthemintheirbedroom,Percyputs

randomthingsinhismouth.Iamheadedoutand

willpassbytheshops,whatjuicedoyoulike?The

boysdrinkmangomydaughterandIdrink

wheatgrass.Anypreference?

MORWADI:Nnyaamma

MASEDI:Ok

Shewalkedoutwithasigh.

Maybeifshetreatedthegirlright,therewouldbe

someloyaltyadshewon’tsleepwithherhusband

orabuseherkids.

**********

Ephraimsatintheofficedoingworkintheafter

hourswhenMirandawalkedin.

MIRANDA:So,yesterday…



EPHRAIM:Wasamistake,don’tletitgiveyouideas.

Iamnotplayingthatgamethistimearound

Miranda,youstartthatshitorapproachmywifeor

anyofthatandIwillgetyoufiredsoquick…so,

pleasedon’t.Now,getoutofmyoffice.

MIRANDA:Youcametome,Ephraim!Ileftyou

aloneandyou…

EPHRAIM:Lifesucks,getoverit.Imeanit.Byenow.

Shewalkedoutwithasigh.

Ephraimrubbedhisfaceinfrustration.God,he

hatedflexingtheLedimomuscle,buthewasnot

lettingMirandamessuphislifeagain.Especially

notnow.SapelofindingouthekissedMiranda?

She’dleavehimforsure.

Thelittleadorableemployeewithamadcrushon

him,Jewel,walkedonandsatonhistable.

‘Soooooo,whathappenedyesterday?’shesaidwith

asmile.

************

LetangwalkedinthekitchenandwatchedasPercy



playedwithhiscarasMorwadicook.Hehadtaken

tohersofast,butthegirlwassweet,andchildish

anyway.

Shewashardworking.Herinnocenceremindedhim

ofBoitumelowhenhemether.Adorable,quiet,

shy…

Inotherwords,aredflag.Boitumelohadtaughthim

thatitwasthequietonestobewaryof.

Butthenredwashisfavouritecolour…andhewas

alwaysasoldieratheart…walktotheheartif

dangerandall.

Fuck,whatwashethinking.

Hegotaglassofwaterandwalkedoutfast

*************

Masedisatinthelivingroomlookingatthekids

clothescatalogueforherbusinesswhenMorwadi

cametotellhertherewasavisitor.

ShewenttoopenandMasaluwalkedin.

MASEDI:HowcanIhelpyou?



MASALU:Masedi,howcanyoukeepamanfrom

takingcareofhismother?Howdoyoulivelavish

whileyouhavenoideawhatLetang’sfamilyate?

MASEDI:(laughingindisbelief)Yeahyoupeople

havegall,man!So,whatwouldyoubeeatingright

nowifhewasstillinawheelchair,huh?

MASALU:Whereismybrother?

Letangcameoutofthebedroombutjustignored

her.

MASALU:YoucanignoremeallyouwantLetang,

butIbetthemediawon’t.They’lljustlovehowyou

andMsmodelhereareneglectingyouroldmother

whosufferedtakingcareifyou…

LETANG:Isthatathreat?

MASALU:Nope…butIwillbeexpectingP10000

everymonthsfromyou,Ephraimtoo,Iamgoingto

talktohim.

MASEDI:Ijaaa!Yeaneh.NowIhaveseenitall!

Koorethereisshamelessandthenthereisyou.

MASALU:Shutupwena,nobodyistalkingtoyouI



amtalkingaboutmybrother’smoney.

LETANG:Getthehelloutofmyhomebeforeyou

annoyme,nxla!

***********
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Ephraimwalkedintheofficewithabigsmile.As

muchapregnantwomanwashelltodealwith,and

anewbabywastiring,hewasexcited.

WhatworriedhimwasMirandajustwalkingaway

withan‘ok’aboutthewholesituationthathappened

betweenthem.

Butsheknewwhatwasatstake,andMiranda

lovedherjobtoomuch.Shewouldn’tdaregoto

Sapelo.

Hesatinhisofficeandstartedworkingwhenhis



brotherwalkedin,frustrated.

EPHRAIM:Andthen?

HIM:Mirandaquit.

EPHRAIM:What?

HIM:SheisevengettingboughtoverbyMmusi

Industries,sosheisleavingimmediately.

EPHRAIM:Fuuuck!Nowthereisnothingtostopher

from…

HIM:Fromwhat?Whatdidyoudo,dumb-ass?What?

Youfuckher?

EPHRAIM:Almost…Iwasmadoutofmysenses

thinkingSasawascheatingandIjust…

HIM:Youfuckingmoron!Sheisgonnaleaveyour

ass,youknow…

EPHRAIM:Ican’tloseherKy…Ijust…

HIM:Mayberememberthatnexttimeyouthinkwith

yourdick!Shit!

Heshookhisheadandpulledoutagun,handingit

toEphraim.



HIM:Ishowedyouhowtouseit.

EPHRAIM:Whatthefuckiswrongwithyou!You

wantmetokillher?

HIM:No,dummy!Whatkindofpsychodoyoutake

mefor.Scareher,damnit.Tellheryou’llkillherif

sheevertellsSasa.Itworks,trustme.

EPHRAIM:No,Ican’tdothat.MaybeIshouldjust

confessandSapelowillunderstandand..

HIM:Youwillingtotakethatchance?Sheisalready

wounduptightbyyourbabymama’sdrama,doyou

thinksheisgonnastandforthis?

EPHRAIM:(sighing)Youareright…

HIM:Takehersomewhereoutoftown,putthatgun

uphermouthandmakesuresheknowsyoumean

business.

Hetuckedthegununderhisbeltandtookouthis

phone,callingMiranda.

*************

Masedisatinthelivingroomcallingtheprinters.



MASEDI:Yeathankyouthemma.SoI’lljustsend

theguywhocametopickmyhusband’sbookslast

timetopicktheflyersup.

HER:Guy?No,youguyshavenotpickedthebooks

yet.

MASEDI:Ohhh,thatmeansheforgotmaybe,Iwill

comepickthemup.Alright,thankshun.

ShehungupwithasighasPenelopewalkedin.

PENNY:Isawwhatyoufoundindad’scar.

MASEDI:What?

PENNY:Thepantyyoutriedtohide,Iamnotafool

mama,Isawyouweresurprisedtoseeit.Which

meansit’ssomeoneelse’s.

MASEDI:Princess,I…daddyhadborrowedMothusi

thecarand…

PENNY:DaddyhasnotborrowedMothusithecar

formany,manymonths..Isawsomebitch…

MASEDI:Penelope!Language!

PENNY:(rollinghereyes)Isawawomandropping



itonedaylateatnight.Daddyarrivedbytaxilater.

MASEDI:Oh

PENNY:Iamstayingwithyouifyouguysdivorce.I

amnotleavingwithhim.

MASEDI:Wearenotdivorcingbaby,I…we…

PENNY:Heisgoingtoruinourfamilyagain.Ihate

him!

MASEDI:Penny!Youdon’tsaysuchaboutyour

father.Gotoyourroomandwritemeonepageon

whythewayyoujustspokeiswrong!Gonow

Penny!OrIamtakingyourphone.

Shesulkedandwalkedoff,withLetangwalkingin.

LETANG:Youshouldwhoopherlittledisrespectful

ass.

MASEDI:Whogetstowhoopyours,osaleo

ntwaedisamabeletenyanaagagoLetang?Mxim.

Shewalkedofftothebedroom,lockinghimout.

LetangwalkedtothekitchenwhereMorwadiwas

cooking.



MORWADI:DumelangrragwePenny.

LETANG:Atleastsomeoneinthishouserespects

me.HeyMorwadi.What’sforlunch?Smellsnice.

Thegirlblushedandlookeddown.Hershyness…

thatverypetiteframeandrespectfulnature…it

remindedhimsomuchoftheBoitumelohefellfor.

ShewastheoppositeofMasediineveryway.They

bothwere.

WhereSedihadthatmelaninhewascrazyabout

andlegsthatwentonfordays,thatAmazonian

warriorheightandtonedbody,Boitumelo…erm…

Morwadiwasatinypetitelittlethingwhobarely

reachedthetopshelve.

Morwadiwasshyandrespectful…Masediwasa

forceandafighter…

Gosh,whywashecomparinghiswifetohismaid?

***********

MasediwalkedintoSapelo’shomeandfoundher

layingonthesofainthelivingroom.

SAPELO:Heygirl,comein,comein.



MASEDI:(seatingdown)Gatweyourmotherinlaw

wantsP10000?

SAPELO:(laughing)Blessedarethosewhohave

sonswithmoney.Heimosadiyoohakare‘my

son’smoney’

MASEDI:Nnathisselectivememoryoftheirs

annoysme.Wheredidtheirsongetallthemoney

kanotlongagohewasinawheelchairwiththem

abusinghim.NowgatweallIdoistravelandspend

hismoney.

SAPELO:(laughing)Kanawenayouareusedto

beingthefavorite,soyouareonlylearningwhat

typeofpeopletheyarenow.

MASEDI:Ahh,nnammaI’mtired.AndIthinkLetang

ischeatingagain(sadly)

SAPELO:WhenisLetangevernotcheatingMasedi?

MASEDI:(sadly)Ifoundapantyinthecar,andhe

hadtheaudacitytolieaboutit.Waitsennakelapile

Sapelo.Ihaveanalmostteendaughter,sheis

noticingthings,andIdon’twantherthinkingthisis

ok.



SAPELO:NnammaIamnotgonnacommenton

yourmarriagebecauseyouknowwhatIthink

already.Thatmanisanabusivewomanbeating,

hopeless,thanklesscunt,andyoucandosomuch

better.

MASEDI:Maybeit’sbecauseIwon’tgivehim

anotherchild.

SAPELO:Really?Yougonnamakehimcheating

yourfault?Juststop..Letangcheatsbecauseheisa

pieceofshit.Period.

TherewasaknockatthedoorandSapelowentto

open,findingMiranda.

Shetriedtoclosethedoor,butMirandablockedit

andpusheditopen.

SAPELO:Whatthefuckdoyouwant?

MASEDI:Icouldbeatherassforyouifyou’dlike.

MIRANDA:(rollinghereyes)Don’tyouhavesome

nudestopostonlineorsomething?Icametosee

mysisterwifey.

SAPELO:(laughing)Girl,getahint!Themandoes



notwantyou!

MIRANDA:Yousure?

Shehandedheraphonewithavideoplaying.She

wasinacandlelitbathroom standinginfrontofa

herbalbath,naked.

Ephraimwalkedinandpulledherbythewaist,

turningheraroundandstartedkissingherasthe

videoended

MIRANDA:(laughing)Afterthatwemadeloveall

night…mancaneatpussy!

SAPELO:Whendidthishappen?Huh?

MIRANDA:ThisThursday.Hetoldmeheispolylike

hisbrother,butheisjustafraidthatyouwillleave

himifhetoldyou.Duh,Hisfatherhadfourwives!

Hisgrandadsix!Theolderbrotherhastwoanda

concubinewhocomeoften!Thesooneryouaccept

thatweareinthistogether,honeythebetterforus

all.Ohhh,heiscalling.(sheansweredthephone

andputhimonspeaker)HeyEph…

EPHRAIM:Hey…IwaswonderingifIcouldpickyou



uprightnow.

MIRANDA:Ohhh,fancy!Whereto?

EPHRAIM:Justoutthecity,youknow.Tochill.

MIRANDA:I’llbewaiting.

ShehungupwithasmileandlookedasSapelo.

MIRANDA:Youneedtoacceptussis,ourmanis

nothappythatyouwon’t…

MASEDI:That’sit.Outyougo.GetoutbeforeIslap

thatsmugoffofyou!

Hepushedheroutandclosedthedoor,thenwent

toconsoleacryingSapeloasshereadamessage

from Ephraim.

‘Heybabe,gonnacatchadrinkwithKy.Maybea

littlelateforhome.’

MASEDI:Sasa,I’msosorry’

SAPELO:Youknow,hecametomeat5amafter

muffingthatwhore…kissedmeandshit…I’dspent

anightattheofficebecausehethrewatantrum.

AndIampregnant!OhGod!



MASEDI:Iamsosorrybabes…

SAPELO:(wipingtears)No,I’msorrythatIhave

beenlettingamandisrespectmewhileIpreach

puttingyourselffirst.IgetinsultedbyMalebogoall

thetime.ThesameMalebogohecheatedonme

withandimpregnated.Hefuckedsomeoldladyin

theUS.FuckedMirandabeforethisandsaidhe

doesnotrememberhewee…theyprobablybeen

havinganaffairsincethen,banjasetshegobehind

myback…

MASEDI:Babes,letsnotdothat…youdon’tknow

thewholestory…

SAPELO:Whatotherinterpretationittheretoseeing

yourmanmakingoutwithanakedwomanon

camera?Huh?TellmeMasedi,what!Youknow

what?Iamdone.Done!Ephraimhitswallsevery

timeIasmuchastalktoaman,nnaIshould

alwayssaygolokileMorena.Nope.Fuckthatshit!I

amgettingadivorceandthistimeIamactually

goingthroughwithit.It’senoughnow.

************



LateratnightMasedilaidinbedthinkingofSapelo

andEphraim.

HowthehellcouldhedothistoSapelo.Shehad

everyrighttoleavehim.

Ifshehadanyselfrespectshe’ddothesameas

Sapelotoo.HowmuchmoreofLetang’swhoring

wasshesupposetotake?

LETANG:Iseriouslycan’tbelievethenerveof

Masalu.Seriously?Andtofuckingthreatentogoto

themedia?EverymonthIgivemmeP2000andEph

givesP2000despitehownastyshewastome

whenIneededher.It’snotourfaulttheyhaveall

thesedamnkids,Ihavenoresponsibilitytowards

theirkids.Ihavemyownwhohaveschoolbills,

medicalbillsandallthat.

MASEDI:Whyareyoubotheringyourselfwithit?Let

hergotothemedia,wehavereceipts.Thatmoney

plusthefactthatbothSapeloandIdropgroceries

theresometimes.Don’tstressabouther.Kananext

weekIhavetogotoIndonesiatomeetthesuppliers

atthefactoriesandplandeliveriesandall.The



ownerwaTribebrandintroducedmetoagirlwho

buysclothesthereandgatweitscheaperwhenyou

gothereandnegotiate.

LETANG:Masedi,youjustcameback.

MASEDI:WhatdoyouwantmetodoLetang?Huh?

Seatandwaitforyoutoprovide?Gongwesome

ladiesee,nnaIdon’thavethatluxurybecausehao

ratayoucanjusttakeallthemoneyinyouraccount

oaneelangwanyanawapantyeneelemokoloing.

LETANG:YouheardMothusi,thatpantywas…

MASEDI:Icalledtheprinters.Thebookshavenot

beenpickedyet.Takingyoubackdoesnotmake

meafool,Letang.Justawomaninlove.Butyou

keeppushingme.Iwilllearntolovemyselfenough

toleaveyou.Goodnightrra,it’slate.

Sheturnedtofacethewallandslept.

*********
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Ephraimparkedthecarjustontheoutskirtsof

Francistown,withMirandaimmediatelygettingon

hislapandkissinghim.

Ephraimpushedherback.

EPHRAIM:Miranda,whathappenedtheotherday

waswrong.Iwasemotionalandnotthinking.It

shouldneverhavehappened.

MIRANDA:Butitdid…

EPHRAIM:AndIamsorry.Canwejustforgetit?My

wife..uhm…weareexpecting.Can’twejustletitgo?

Mirandalaughed.

MIRANDA:Iamnotyourplayground,Ephraim…so

yeah,IhadalittletalkwithSapeloand…

EPHRAIM:What?Whatthehelldidyoudo,you

stupidbitch!

Heslappedherhardacrosstheface.

EPHRAIM:(panicking)OhmyGod,whatdidyoudo?

Youaregonnagotellheryoumadeitallup.



MIRANDA:(rubbinghercheekandlaughing)That’s

gonnabealittlehard…see,whenyoucametomy

house,Iknewwhatyouwanted.ButIain’tnofool,I

wasn’tgonnabeusedtorelievestresswhenever

fattypissedyouoff.SoIsetupmyphonebecauseI

knewyouwouldcometomesinceItoldyouIwas

bathing.

EPHRAIM:OhmyGod!OhGod!Whathaveyou

done!Getout!

Hepushedheroutofthecaranddriveoffatrecord

speedandfoundSapelointhebedroom.

EPHRAIM:Sapelo,Icanexplain.

SAPELO:Explainwhat?

EPHRAIM:Idon’tknowwhatshetoldyou,butican

explain.Nothinghappened…thatvideo…IswearI

canexplain.

SAPELO:Ibetyoucan.Youwereangry,drunk,

hewee.Iknowthesong.Youknowwhatallthattells

me?Thatyouarejustalittleboynotincontrolof

himself.



EPHRAIM:IswearIdidn’tsleepwithher.

SAPELO:Samewayyouwenttomeetyourbrother

foradrinkjustnow?Youarealiar,Ephraim.Ican’t

believeawordyousay.Andevenifyouaretelling

thetruthyoudidn’tfuckher,doyouthinkkissing

anotherwoman,anakedoneatthat,isfine?

EPHRAIM:Sapelo,kanaI…

SAPELO:Maybeit’sjustwhoyouareEphraim,you

areacheapwhoreandnnaIcan’tstandforthat.I

amtakingthekidsandmovingoutinthemorning.

***********

InthemorningBoitumelocameoutoftheshower

andgotdressed.Fabienhadleftearlyagainafter

cominghomelate.

Nowwithherdegreedone,itgotlonely.Especially

withhismotherinthehouse.Asmuchashewas

annoyedbytheoldhag,herefusedtogettheold

womanahouseofherown.Hesaidhewantedto

takecareofher,Mexicanculture,blahblah.

‘Comeonguys,anybodywannadealwithhertoday?



Ok,someagainthen?Fine.’

Shefoundherinthelivingroomlookingather

laptop.

BOITUMELO:Morningmadre…

SheinsistedBoitumelocallher‘madre’.Mother.

HER:Oh,comeheremygirl.Come.Ifoundthis

shop.Theysellthissexysexyonesforgirls…how

tosay…pantiesandbra…verysexy,lookatthis

one,nocrotch.

OhLord

HER:Ibuyforyou.

BOITUMELO:That’sveryniceofyoumadre,butI’m

fine.

HER:No,no!Youmustwear.Maybethat’swhy…

maybewhatyouwearnotsonice…Ineverhearyou

andFabido…

Boitumelostaredatherinshock.Whatthehell?

HER:Youwearnicepantiesthenhewantstodo.

Otherwise,howtogetgrandchildrenifneverdo?



Come,tellmeyoursize.Webuynow.Iteachyoua

goodherbalmixture.Makepompomtight,theysay

likeifsotightheisenjoying,youcangettwins.

GoodLord.

Shewasn’taviolentperson,butrightnowshereally

wantedtoslaptheshitoutofthisoldlady.

Shesoneededtogetajob.

BOITUMELO:Ohmy,Ijustremembered,Ihavea

doctor’sappointment..Sorrymadre,Ohavetorun.

Sheranofftohercaranddroveouthurriedly.The

oldwomanwatchedherdriveoff,thenrantotheir

bedroomandsearchedaround,findingthe

condomsinadrawer,andstartedprickingthemall

withaneedle.

***********

InthemorningMasediopenedhereyestoatopless

Letangarrangingatrayofbreakfastaroundher,

withasingleroseandaletter.

MASEDI:(smiling)Whatisthis?

LETANG:Amancan’tmakebreakfastforhisgirl?



Sheshookherheadandlaughedashepickedupa

spoonandfedherayogurt,thenkissedher.

LETANG:Igottarushforabitbabe…loveyou.

Heputonat-shirtandranout,asMasedismelled

herflowerwithasmile,thenopenedtheletter.

‘Sedi,IjustwantyoutoknowhowmuchIloveyou

andhowmuchIappreciateyou.Iamnotcheating,I

swear.I’msorryIlied.Ipanickedandthoughtyou

wouldn’tunderstand..WhathappenedisBoitumelo

orwhateveraltercametomyofficeandstolemy

carkeys.ThatiswhyIcamewithataxi.Shesaid

shewasgonnadestroyusandallthat.Shemust

haveplantedit.IliedbecauseIdidn’twanttolose

you.Youcanaskherifthepantyishers.Sheisthe

onlyotherpersonthatwasinthecar.Masedi,Ilove

you,evenifyouprobablydon’tbelieveitrightnow.

Youhaveaheartofgoldandyoulovewithallyour

heart.Youarethebestthingthateverhappenedto

me…ifitwasn’tforyou,I’dneverbewhereIam

today.AndImostdefinitelydon’twannadoanyofit

withoutyou.Gotyoualittlesurpriseforlater;))



Shesmiledwonderingwhathewouldhavegotten

her.

Shegotintheshowerandthendrovetoher

mother’splacegrudgingly,butwhatcouldshedo,

hermotherhaddemandedtoseeher.

*************

Masediparkedathermother’shouseandwalkedin.

MASEDI:Dumelang

MOTHER:Sonowyouknowus?

MASEDI:Ijo…youcalledforme?

MOTHER:Masedi,howcanyouthrowyourown

sisterout?

MASEDI:Wedidn’tthrowherout,wegothera

houseandajob.

MOTHER:Thejobdoesnotpaymuch,sheis

struggling.Youneedtohelpher.

MASEDI:Bystrugglingyoumeanshehateswaking

upearlyandspendingadayinanoffice?Thatshe

hastonowprioritizeinsteadoffryingawhole



packetofrussiansausagemiddayforherselfjust

becauseshefeelslikeit?Thatsheactuallyhasto

paybillsnow?Iamnothelpingherwithanything,I

havedoneenough.

MOTHER:YouaresoselfishMasedi.NowIseewhy

Godmadeyousodark,yourheartisasdarkasyour

skin.Yourefusetohelpyoursisterstruggling?

MASEDI:Ihelpedher!Myhusbandgotherajoband

ahouse.Gapennawhohelpedmekante?

MOTHER:Youarejustluckyyoumarriedaman

withmoney.Amanyoustolefromyourcousin.O

moloingwanyanalweena.Someonefindsyouajob

andyoustealherman?

MASEDI:That‘manwithmoney’ofyoursleftme

brokewiththreekids,youpeoplearequicktoforget,

nxla!WhateverIownrightnow,Iearnedit,andI

refusetohaveanyoneputmysuccessonLetang.

MOTHER:Ah,thereshegoes,selfish!Me,meme!

AllaboutMasedi.

MASEDI:Andwhiletalkingaboutmyselfishness,

remembernexttimeyouareoutofmoney,callone



ofyourselflessdaughtersorsonsbecauseIam

tired.Youhavehatedandemotionallyabusedme

foryearsjustbecauseyoursisterwantedtohide

whatherchildmolesterloverdidtoBoi.Youareas

guiltyasthatbitchis,andIhateyouboth.Youare

toxicandIcan’tdothisanymore.

Shestooduptoleave.

MOTHER:(shoutingafterher)Heisgoingtoleave

you,andyouwillbedowntoearthliketherestofus.

Ebilekanayouarerefusingtogivehimachildafter

yougavehimmopakwanahela.Hewillgobackto

Boitumelowhogavehimahandsomesonthat

lookslikehim.

Masedigotinhercaranddroveoff,stoppingatthe

sideoftheroad,crying.Nothinghurtlikeyourown

motherhatingyou.

Talkingaboutthat,sheneededtoreallygetcustody

ofherkids.Herlawyersaidshehadnogroundto

takethemifsheandLetangseparate,unlessshe

adoptedthem.

MaybeLetangwasnotlying.MaybeBoitumelo’s



crazyalterleftthepantiesandhewasinnocent.But

still…bothCharityandBoitumelocoulddemand

thembackanytime.Imagineeitherofthosetwo

raisingachild!Sheknewalltoowellwhatbeing

raisedbyatoxicmotherdidtoachild,anditwould

beacolddayinhellbeforesheletthathappento

herbabies.

ShetookoutherphoneandcalledCharity.

MASEDI:Canwemeetandtalk?

CHARITY:Whatdoyouwant?

MASEDI:YoutoendorsemyadoptionofPenny,

andforyoutofullygiveupcustodyofherandlet

mebehermotherlegallytoo.

CHARITY:(soundingdrink)Howmuch?

MASEDI:Huh?

CHARITY:Youhavemoney,youarealwaysallover

magazinesandIsawyouinavideosong…plus

thatfancystore…andLetanghasmoneytoo,and

theonePennymakes.So,howmuch?

MASEDI:Youwantmetopaytoadoptmydaughter?



CHARITY:Youhelp,Ihelpyou.P50000

MASEDI:P20000.Cash.P10000Tomorrow.

Anothertenwhenit’scompete.Takeitorleaveit.

Andyousignagagorder…alawyer’spaperthat

saysPennymustneverknowaboutthistransaction.

Ifyoutellasoul,IsueyouandyoupaymeP200

000.

CHARITY:(excited)YoucanreallygivemeP10000

tomorrow?

MASEDI:Assoonasthepapersaresigned.And

remember,nobodyshouldknow.

CHARITY:Yougotyourselfadeal,MrsThebe.

Masedihungupfeelingsick.Howthatwoman

couldjustselloffherdaughterlikethat!Andshe

feltashamedof‘buying’herbabylikethat.Penny

wouldbesohurtifshefoundout.Butwhatelse

wasshesupposedtodo?

ShesighedandtextedLetang.

‘Charitygivingupfullcuatodyandok-yingadoption!

Yeay’



‘What?Howdidyouevenmanagethat?Youarea

miracleworker!Can’twaittoseeyoulater.Love

you.’

***********

Ephraimlookedatthedivorcepaperswithtearsin

hereyes.Sapelohadalreadysighedandshestood

therelookingathim,hereyesresolute.Shewas

reallygoing,thistime.

SAPELO:Fine.Refusetosign.Soacontested

divorcethen.I’lldropitatmylawyertoproceedwith

itthen.

EPHRAIM:Sasaplease…I’msorry.

SAPELO:AndI’mdone.Haveagoodlife,Ephraim.

Shewalkedoutandtohercar,leavinghimcrying.

Ephraimpunchedthesofainrage.

ThiswasallMiranda’sfault.

Hewalkedoveratherhouseandbangedthedoor

loudly.

EPHRAIM:(slappingher)Youruinedmylife,you



bitch!

Shewasafeistylittlethingandcamebackwitha

kneetohisgroin.

MIRANDA:Don’tyoueverfuckinghitmeagain!

Nowthat’soutoftheway,likeshegonegone?That

meanswecan…

EPHRAIM:(Yelling)Youruinedmylife!

MIRANDA:(laughing)Ifreedyoufromthatfatbitch.

Youshouldthankmebabe…

Hehadnotevenmeantto.

Hehadtakentheguntoreturnittohisbrother…it

wasgivinghimtoomanyunwelcomethoughts…

Butasshestoodtherelaughingandmakingfunof

thesituationwhenhehadjustlosteverything…

Heonlyrealisedwhathehaddonewhenshefell

backtothetablescreaming…
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EphraimkneltinfrontofMiranda’slifelessbodyas

bloodspurtedfromherchesthisclothesand

handscoveredinbloodfromwhenhetriedtostop

thebleeding.

OhGod,whathadhedone…ohGod,ohGod!

Hishandsshookashedialledhisbrother.

EPHRAIM:(shaking)KyI…I…IshotMiranda,I

think…Ithinksheisdead.

KAEDI:Shit…shit!Whereareyou?

EPHRAIM:Herplace.

KAEDI:Don’tmove,don’tgoanywhere,anddon’tdo

anythingstupid.Iwillbethereintenminute.Imean

itEphraim.Whenyouhangup,throwthephone

awayfromyou.

Hehungupandpushedthephoneaway,hisbody

startingtoshakeashebrokedowncrying.

OhGod,hecouldn’tgotoprison,hedidn’twanthis

songrowingupwithoutafatherthewayhedid.But

hehadto…hehadkilledaperson,hehadtoserve



hissentence.

ThedooropenedandhishalfbrotherKaedi,and

Kaedi’sbrotherWetshoranin.

EPHRAIM:(shaking)Ikilledher…Ikilledher…I…I…

KAEDI:Shit!Ineedtotakehimawayfromhere,

calmhimdown.I’llcallLetang…

WETSHO:Idon’tneedakidtobabysit…

KAEDI:Thekidissolid heusedtorunerrandsfor

Midnightwhenhewasstillasoldier.Hecanhandle

blood…cleanupwillbequickerwithhelp.Eph…

brocomeon,letsgetyoucleanedup,Ibroughtan

extratshirt…Eph,comeon.Yougottamove.

Finallyhedraggedhimtothebathroomandwashed

hishands,thenpulledoffhisshirtandputona

cleanoneandashetookhimtothecar,theymet

Letangatthedoor.

LETANG:(huggingEphraim)Bro,yougood?Eph?

Ephraim?

KAEDI:Shock.He’llbefine.HelpWetshocleanup.

Rememberboys,don’tdump,destroy.Dumped



bodiesishowpeopleendupinjail.Wegota

coppermeltingfurnacesatLIDindustries.Usethat.

AndWetsho,aftercleanup,findherpassportand

hitupLos.Tellhimtomakeittaggedoutofthe

countryandintoaflight.Gottago.

***********

Boitumelowalkedidlyaroundthemallwhenshe

bumpedintosomeone.Shelookedupandhersmile

beamed.

BOITUMELO:DetectiveOteng!

OTENG:(laughing)Youdoknow‘Detective’isnot

partofmyname,right?Shopping?

BOITUMELO:(laughing)Iranaway…frommy

motherinlaw.

OTENG:(laughing)Thatbad?

BOITUMELO:Shetoldmeshehasn’theardmy

fiancéeandIhavesexinawhile.

OTENG:What?That’sajoke,right?

BOITUMELO:Iwishitwas!Thewomanisloving,

butinsufferable.Ihaveliterallyenteredeveryshop



andnowIdon’tevenhaveanywheretogo,homeis

notanoption,Ineedmypeaceforalittlewhile

longer.

OTENG:Comewithmethen.Ijustknockedout,ke

rekileborosoand1kgyaphaleche,I’mgonnacook,

andyoucanbemyguest.

BOITUMELO:OT…

OTENG:RelaxBoity,Iknowwherewestand…Ilike

youevenwhenIcan’thaveyou.Let’sgochill.Imiss

you.Please?

BOITUMELO:(sighing)Fine.ButifIamcomingwith

you,I’mgonnamakeyouproperfood.Weallknow

yourasscan’tcook.

OTENG:(laughing)Ohh,shade!

BOITUMELO:(laughing)Truth,detective!Let’sget

moregroceries.

*************

LetangsatwithWetshodrinkingbeer.

LETANG:Youthinkit’sdone?



WETSHO:Yea…nowweflushthefurnacewitha

hoseandashesgodownthedrain.

LETANG:Buttherearelooseends..Peopledon’t

justdisappear.Carclothes,everythingstillthere.

WETSHO:Shedidn’tdisappear.Sheleftthecountry.

Kywillgobacktohandlethecarandclotheslater.

She’llkeepincontactwithhermotherforafew

months,smsbecausecallsarenotcoming

through…thenshewilldisappearwhileabroad.

Totallynotlinkedtous.

LETANG:(laughing)Smooth.Realsmooth.Canwe

wrapup?Igotathingwithmywife.

***********

Ephraimlaidinbedstillisshockasheheardhis

brotheronthephone.

‘Yea…sorrygirls.Mybrotherisgoingthroughalot,

hiswifeisleavinghim.Iamjustmakingsureheis

ok,so,I’llbewithhimfordays.No,hedoesnot

needsage,Sassy,Idon’tevenknowwhatchakrais.

Ok,loveyougirls…allthreeofyou.Aww,damn.

Thatsoundslikefun.ComeonSassy,youcan’t



leavebeforeI’mback.Alright,havefunyouthree.’

Hewalkedbackinthebedroomandsatonthebed.

KAEDI:Youhavetoeatsomething,Eph.

EPHRAIM:I’mnothungry…youdon’thavetostay

withme.

KAEDI:Actually,Ido.Youaremybabybrother.

Besides,Iwanttobethereforyou.Andit’swhatthe

oldfoxwouldwant.

EPHRAIM:He’dbedisappointedinme,wouldn’the?

KAEDI:(laughing)Yea…butitdidn’ttakemuchto

disappointhim.Idisappointedhimjustbyexisting.

EPHRAIM:Ireallydidn’tmeantoshoother.I’llgoto

thepoliceandmaybeifIexplain,I’llget

manslaughter

KAEDI:Youarenotdoinganythingofthesort.

EPHRAIM:Icommittedacrime.Killedsomeone.

KAEDI:So?Whatthehellyouwant?Acookie?Igot

awholedoubledigitbodycount,bitch.Cutthatboy

scoutshitandgetittogether,youareaLedimo.



EPHRAIM:Sheisdead…Ihavetogothepolice.

KAEDI:Yea,sheisdead.Andyouarealive!And

havethreekidsandoneontheway.Doyouwant

themgrowingupwithouttheirfather?Besides,you

thinkyouaretheonlyoneimplicated?Igoteleven

kids,Wetshogotfive,Letanggotthree…Ifyougo

yappingtothepolice,weallgodownbecausewe

cleanedupthesceneandcoveredup.Youwanna

ruinthatmanylives?

EPHRAIM:Ijust…Ifeelbad.

KAEDI:Congrats,youhaveasoul.Butyouarealso

smartenoughtoknowthisdiesdownhere,now.As

faraseveryonewillknow,sheleftthecountryfora

jobinUK.Shehadalreadyresignedanyway.Now,

aboutyourwife…

EPHRAIM:Idon’tthinksheiscomingback,man.

KAEDI:Youneedtomakeherrealisethatyouare

what’sbestforher…don’tseattherewithhands

folded.Triedthat.Itdon’twork.Helpherseeshe

gotagoodthingwithyou.

***********



Sapelosatwithherfriendscrying.

LORRAINE:Whyareyoucryingwhenyouarethe

onewhofiledSapelo?Wereyouhopingforhimto

begyoutocomeback?

OLEBILE:Andheisbegging.

MASEDI:Sheiscryingbecausesheishurting,you

dumbbitch.Sheisnotleavingbecauseshedoes

notlovehim,butbecausehecan’tlovehertheway

shedeserves.Wehonestlycouldalllearnfromthat,

andnnapersonallyIamprayingtoreachthatpoint

whereIlovemyselfsomuchIcantellsomeone‘if

youcan’tlovemethewayIdeserve,thenyoucan

fuckoff’.

Herphonerangandshesighed.

MASEDI:It’sLetang.He‘hassomethingplanned’

afterIfoundapantyinhiscarandhimlyingabout

it.

OLEBILE:Iwonderwhatitsgonnabethistime?

Everytimehecheatsonyouhebuysyousomething

big.



LORRAINE:Idon’tevenknowwhyshekeeps

bitching,someofusdon’tevengetflowerswiththe

apology.Masediisungrateful.

MASEDI:Kereng?ShallIbegratefulforLetang

cheatingonmeandhumiliatingme?Ihearschool

girls,banahelababoMaterSpeileboFSSlaughing

andpassingremarksatmewhenIpassbythemin

themalls,ntsegotwe‘fakeInstalifestyle,whilehe

cheatsonherleft,rightandcentre’.Iamajoke,the

wholecountryislaughingatme.Soyea,Icelebrate

anotherwomanfinallyvaluingherself,andpraying

forthesamestrength,becauseIamterrifiedof

leaving.Terrifiedofbeingadivorcee…terrifiedof

losingmykids…afraidofthathouseofcard‘couple

goals’peoplecalluswillcomecrumbling.

SAPELO:Aww,babes..

MASEDI:Seriously.Ihavesomuchfear.I’mafraidI

amtoofuckinguglyandtoothinandtootalland

toodarkforanyoneelsetowantme,soIjuststick

withtheonewhodoes.

SAPELO:Heynow…youaregorgeous…



OLEBILE:Likeseriously!Peopletalkabouthow

beautifulyouareandwhydoyouthinksomany

brandswantyou?Noteverymodelmakesit.How

canyounotseeit?

MASEDI:Yearsofconditioningdarling.Ican’tsee

whatpeoplesee.Ionlyhearwhatmymothertold

me.Idon’tknowhowtolovemyself,nobodyever

taughtme,Iwasonlytaughttohatemyselfand

everythingthatmakesme,me.Anyway…(tear

runningdownhercheek)Igottago.Sasa,willyou

beok?

SAPELO:I’mfinegirl.Youwillbeoktoo.Andyou

willfindyourstrength,eventually.

************

Boitumelofinallyfinishedcookingandpackingfood

inthefreezer.

BOITUMELO:Thiscanlastyoutwomonths

everydayforlunchanddinner.Ihavelabelledwhat

itis.

OTENG:Youareliterallyalifesaver.



BOITUMELO:(blushing)It’sthebestthatIcando…

OTENG:Ijustwishyou’dgiveusachance.

BOITUMELO:OTplease…don’tgothere…Wecan’t

Ican’thurtyou.SeewhatImadeyoudo.Yourisked

youcareerandgoingtojail,Oteng!Wentagainst

everythingyoubelievein,forme.Yenwilltake

advantageofyouagainifwegettogether.

OTENG:Youdidn’ttakeadvantageofme.Ichoseto

doit.Iloveyou,Boity…andyoutoldmeyouonly

havefullcontrolofyouralterswhenyouarearound

me.ThatIamtheonlyoneallyouralterslike.

BOITUMELO:That’swhyIamnotmessingupthe

onlygoodthingIhaveinmylife.

OTENG:Iwatchedadocumentaryofthisdoctor

talkingaboutaltersmerging,someeven

disappearingwhentheyarenolongernecessary…

BOITUMELO:ThereisnocureforDIDyouknow

that…

OTENG:Yea,butthatdoctor…hesaidsomepeople

wentdecadeswithoutanalterresurfacingwhen



theytaketheirmedicationwell,arehappy,andfeel

safe.Iknowyouarehappywhenwearetogether

Boity…andIknowIcankeepyousafe…

BOITUMELO:ImadeyoucleanupabodyafterI

killedsomeone!

OTENG:Ichosetoprotectyou.Andshedeservedit,

shesexuallyassaultedyou!

BOITUMELO:Butstill,Imanipulatedour

relationship…

OTENG:No,Ichosetodowhathadtobedone,

becauseIloveyou…

Hesaidashecaressedhercheek,takingherhands

onhisandkissingherknuckles,staringinhereyes.

OTENG:Iloveyou,Boitumelo

BOITUMELO:Iloveyoutoo…

OTENG:Thengiveusachance…please.Don’t

marrythatguy.

BOITUMELO:Iwillonlyhurtyou…Iamdamaged.

Yen…



OTENG:Lovesme…theyalldo.EvenMellowho

doesn’tgiveafuckaboutanything(chuckling)loves

me.Therehastobeareasonyourwholesystemis

inpeacewithme.YenhatesFabien,Youhate

Mara…butme…everyoneisgoodwithme…give

usachance…please.

Hepulledhercloserandstartedtenderlykissingher

asshelaughedandpushedhiminthesofa,

straddlinghim.

BOITUMELO:(kissingher)Heybigboy,longtime…

wemissedyou.

OTENG:NoYen,nottoday.IneedBoity..

BOITUMELO:Youknowshecan’thavesexordo

anythingsexual.Itterrifiesher,becauseofwhat

thatpieceofshitdid.IorMelloalwaystakeover

duringsexytimes(kissinghim).

OTENG:Iknowthat,buthowwillshetakeastep

forwardifshedoesn’tgiveitachance?Please

Yen…pleasebadgirl.Wewillhaveourday.

BOITUMELO:(whining)Youjustwannagetridof

me.



OTENG:IcannevergetridofyouYenffer.Youare

her.YouandBoitumeloaretwosidesofthesame

coin,everyonehasadifferentsidetothem,itsjust

thatforyou,youjustseparatedbecauseofthehurt

youexperienced.

BOUTUMELO:Urgggg!Comeon!Idon’tneeda

lessononDID,Iknowhowthisshithappened,right

nowIwannafucklikewedo…youknow,thatraw

feralshit.Youcan’tbelievehowboringfourinch

Fabienis!EvenLetang,butatleasthegotgooddick.

Whatawasteofgooddickonavanillaguy.Fucking

vanilla,boththem.

OTENG:Firstofall,Idon’twannahearaboutyou

fuckingothermenbecauseyoumakemewannarip

theirthroats.Youbelongtome.Secondly,nottoday,

badgirl.IneedBoity.Please.

BOITUMELO:Youaresuchapartypooper!

Thenshebrokedownandstartedcryingonhis

shoulder.

BOITUMELO:Iamscared,Oteng…Ihavenever

evenasmuchaskissedamanasmyself…



OTENG:Youdon’thaveto…

BOITUMELO:Iwantto..

Hecaressedhercheekasshelookedupathimwith

bothfearandcuriosity.Thenheloweredhislips

andbrushedhersasherbodyshookwithsobs.

OTENG:Staywithme,Boity…stayrighthere.It’s

me…itsOteng,andyouaresafe.Youarein

control…youcankissmeifyouwant…youcan

touchme…andyoucanstopanytimeyoufeel

unsafe.Fromnowon,Iwon’tmove,Iwon’tdo

anything,youdowhatyouarecomfortablewith.

Hestoodwithhishandstohisside,tryingtomake

hisbigbodylookasnonthreateningaspossible,

awaitinghermove.Shegotonhertiptoesand

hookedherhandsaroundhisnecktobringhis

headdown,beforeplantingashykissonhislips.

BOITUMELO:I…Idon’tknowwhattodo…butI

wanttouhm…Iwantyoutomakelovetome.Not

myalters.Me…ButI’mscared…Ihaveneverdone

it…notasme.

OTENG:Atyourpace…andifyouswitchIwillstop



andbringyouback.Iloveyou.

{EXPLICIT}

*************
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Masediarrivedhometofindsomefloralsummer

dressonthebed.Hey,didn’tsheusetohavethis

dress?

Atleastacheaperversionshehadboughtata

Chineseshop…

Thisonelookedexpensive...itwastailormade.

Thentherewasaversionofsomeshoessheused

tohavetoo.

Sheshoweredandgotdressed,andwhenshecame

fromthebedroom,hewasdressedinaversionof

anoldoutfithehad.

Ok?



LETANG:Youlookbeautiful.

MASEDI:(laughing)Right.

LETANG:(sighing)IwishyousawwhatIsee.Come.

Hedroveto…ohmyGod…

Shestartedlaughing.Asmallrestauranthehad

takenhertowhenshetoldhimshehadneverbeen

onadate…wheretheyhadtheirfirst‘date.’

MASEDI:(laughing)OhmyGod…yougoof.Thisis

socute!

Theywereledtothetabletheyhadsatonthatday.

LETANG:Iknowsomesillypartofthatprettyhead

thinkIonlywantyoubecauseofyouareamodel…

beforethatyouthoughtitwasbecauseyoutook

careofmykids.Youarewrongonboth.

Shelookeddownsadly,buthetippedherfaceback

upwithhisthumb.

LETANG:Ifellforyoubecauseofyoursoul.How

youmanagedtostaysobeautifulbothinsideand

outsidewithamotherlikeyours.Thatfighterspirit

eventhoughtheytriedtobreakyouateverycorner.



Howstrongyetsovulnerableyouare.Whenwesat

hereeating,withyouthrowingpicklesoutofyou

burgerbecauseyouthoughtitwasspoiled

cucumber…

Theybothlaughed.

LETANG:Howyoutriedtodownplayyourhurtas

youtoldmeyourstory…Ifellinlovethatvery

moment.Yes,waybeforeyoumadeamoveonme.

IknewIwantedyou,notjusttosleepwithyou,

thoughthatwastotallyonmymindthemomentI

metyou,becausehello.Haveyouseenmywife?

Totalknockout.ButthemoreIgottoknowyou…

andthenthat‘date’…IknewIwantedalifewithyou.

ButIwasfightingmyfeelingsbecauseIwasina

relationshipwithyourcousinandIdidn’twantto

causeconflictbetweenyoutoo.Yup,Iwantedyou

waybeforeanythinghappened.Whydoyouthinkit

wassoeasytogetmeinbed?Iwasalready

interested.

Shecoveredherfacewithherhands,sobbing.

MASEDI:Iamnevergonnastopfeelingguiltyabout



whatIdidtoher.

LETANG:Don’tfeelbadforthatbitch,shehurtyou,

too.Anyway,let’skeepheroutofournightplease.

WhatIamsaying,babeisImissmygirl…that

soulful,heartonhersleevefulloflifegirl.Thegirl

whowashummingloudlyinthemorningmaking

breakfast…thegirlwholookedatmelikeIwasthe

world,whenIwasjustaprivateearningshitand

makingbareminimuminbitcoin.Mycheerleader,

sourceofinspiration…thegirlwhomademebelieve

inhappilyeverafter.Whathappenedtoher,

becauseInolongerseeher.

Asingletearrandownherfaceasshesniffled.

MASEDI:Youbrokeherheart.Overandoveragain

untilthestarsinhereyesdisappeared.Until

fairytalebecamejustthat,childrenstories.

LETANG:Sedi…I’msosorry…

Hegotofffromhischairandcametohugherfrom

theback.

LETANG:I’msorry…Idon’tknowhowtobeareal

man.Ikeepdisappointingyou.TheonlythingIwas



evergoodforwasproviding,andeventhatImade

youlosetrustinmenow.

MASEDI:(wipinghertears)I’mok…it’sok.

Theirfoodcame,butbothjusttoyedwithitanot.

Hepushedanenvelopetoherandkissedherhand.

Sheopenedit,reading.

MASEDI:Youarebuyingthisplace?

LETANG:Foryou.Theywentbankruptandwere

sellingitatagiveaway.Ihaveaplanonhowyou

canturnitaround.Iwantustomakemore

investmentsowediversifyourincomestreams.

Shejustsighedsadlyrememberingwhatthegirls

hadsaidearlier.Everytimehefuckedupbigtime

andfeltlikeshewasgoingtoleave,heboughther

somethingbig.Hell,foramomentthereshehad

actuallyboughtthiswholeIamsorrything.

Nope,justsameoldLetangthinkinghecouldkeep

herwithmaterialthings,whenallshewantedwas

hisloveandloyalty.

MASEDI:Canwegohome?I’mtired…



LETANG:But…

MASEDI:Thankyou,forbuyingthis.Mostgenerous.

Now,canwegohome?Icancatchacabifyoustill

wannahangaround.

Shestoodup,leavingtheenvelopeonthetableand

walkedout.

*************,

(Boitumelosobbedhystericallyasthejudgespoke.

Shelookeddownatthebloodiedbodiesofher

father…hermother…Kgosi…Letang…

Shehadwantedthemalldead…

OhGod…ohGod,thiswasallherfault.Itwasallher

fault.

‘LegacyOtengMonthe,youaresentencedtodeath’

Nope,please,no…no!

Sheyelledandbeggedandprayed.

Herfather’sbloodiedcorpsesatuplaughing.

‘Itoldyou,youruineverything,youarepoisonous…



whydoyouthinkInamedyouIvy?Hisdeathisyour

fault’

Helaughedmaniacallyasahoodedpersonsliced

Oteng’sheadoffcleanwithasword,bloodspurting

inherfaceasshescreamed)

Boitumelosatupfromanightmarescreamingand

clawingatherface.

Otenghuggedhertightlytohischest,soothingher.

OTENG:Youaresafe…youaresafe,nothingcan

hurtyou…it’sonlyadream.

Shelookedaroundstilldisoriented,hugginghim

withreliefwhenshefinallynoticedhim.

Sheneededtogetawayfromhim.Thiswillnotend

wellforhim,she’donlybringmiseryintohislife.

Shejumpedoffbedandstartedputtingonher

clothes.

BOITUMELO:Igottago…I..thiswasamistake…

I’msorry…

OTENG:Boitumelo…please…



BOITUMELO:I’msorry,Ihavetogo.

Sheranofftohercaranddroveoff,parking

somewhereandseatinginthecarcrying.

NoYen,wecan’tgoback!No,we’lljusthurthim.I

knowyoulikehim,Ilikehimtoo,damnit!Wecan’t,

hedeservesbetterthanus.

Youarejustscaredthatfinallysomeonelovesus

andwelovehimbackandyouthinkhewillhurtus.

OfcourseIamafraidofusgettinghurt.Therewill

benoonetopickupthepiecesifthathappens,

becauseevenfreakingTutuisfriendswithhim!We

willbeshattered!

Heisnotgonnahurtus.

Yenffer,doyouwanttoendupwithseventytwoof

usinhere?Becausethat’showpeopleendupwith

asystemofseventytwo!Rememberyoucame

aboutafterLetanghurtus?No.WestaywithFabien.

Heissafe.Ifhehurtsus,whoreallycares,wejust

moveon.

OTisnotgonnahurtus



Shutup,Yen

Sheisright,youknow.

Nobodyaskedyou,Mello.Imakethedecision,Iam

thehost.WestaywithFabien.

*************

Afewdayslater,Sapelowalkedintothehouseto

pickuptherestofherstuff,Ephraimwouldbeat

work.

Sheopenedthedoorandhewasonthecouch

drinking,lookingamess.

SAPELO:Oops,sorry.Thoughtyouwouldbeat

work.Icancomebacklater.

EPHRAIM:Please…stay.

SAPELO:Nothankyou…I’lljust…

EPHRAIM:Sapelo,Ineedyousomuchrightnow…I

amawreckand…

SAPELO:Yea,gotellyourMiranda.

EEPRAIM:Ikilledher.



SAPELO:Huh?

EPHRAIM:(lookingdown)Sheisdead.Ishother.

Bymistake.

SAPELO:Hahaha.Veryfunny.

EPHRAIM:I’mserious.

SAPELO:OhmyGod…ohmyGod…thebodywill…

I…ohmyGod!

EPHRAIM:Disposed.Therewon’tbeanytraceof

her.ButIamnotcoping.IamfallingapartSapelo…

Ikilledaperson…Ijust…Ineedyou.

God,shecouldn’tfold…sheshouldn’t.Allshe

wantedwascuddlehimandtellhimeverythingwas

ok.No.Shecouldn’ttakeanymoreofhisbetrayals.

SAPELO:Itchangesnothing.I’llcomebackforstuff

whenyouarenothome.Ephraim,didyoureallykill

someone?OhmyGod!OhmyGod!

************

Oneyearlater…

************
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Ephraimsatdrinkingwithhisbrothers.

EPHRAIM:Iseriouslycan’tbelievesheactually

wentthroughwiththisshit!

LETANG:Ireallythoughtshewasjustscaringyou.

Damn!

KAEDI:Mywifedivorcedmeforfiveyearsatone

point,sodon’tlosehope.

EPHRAIM:Idon’tfuckingwantfiveyearswithout

her!

LETANG:Itoldyouhowtogetherback,but

Ephraimistoogoodforthat.

EPHRAIM:Youwantmetomanipulateherinto

believingsheisnotdesirablesoshecancomeback

tome!

LETANG:That’showyouputit!Isaidmerelyshow



herhowbaditisoutthere.Thatyouareabetter

manthanmost.KanaamIwrongborra?

KAEDI:TobehonestifIhadthoughtofthatwithmy

wife,I’dhavedoneit.

WETSHO:Idid…LebakweunderstandsImaynotbe

perfect,butIambetterthanamajorityofmen,and

sheisluckytohaveme.Youdon’twantyourwife

backdeepenoughbro.Yourdivorceisbeing

finalizednextweek

LETANG:Andtheonlythingthathasbeenkeeping

herfromgettingherfreakonisbecausesheisnot

acheatingtype,shewouldn’tbewithanotherman

untilshedivorcedyou.Thatwillbegonesoonand

yourkidswillbecallinganotherman‘daddy’before

youknowit.Damn,lookwhatjustwalkedin!I’m

gonnagosample.

EPHRAIM:Youarejustterrible.

LETANG:WhatshouldIdo?Kanaatthispoint

sometimesIthinkMasediactuallyhatesme.AndI

lovethatgirl.Kooreokilewabonaamarriedman

litetallybeggingforsex?Andthenafterthatshe



justlaystherelikesheisbeingforced.Sediisa

freak!Igotusedtorandomfreakynudesduringthe

dayandawholelottapilatesmovesinbed.This

newMasediwhoisalwaysbusyandavoids

intimacywithme…ahh,koorekeikopelegosele.

I’mofftoexplore.Wingman?

WETSHO:(laughing)I’llhelp.Eph,comeon.Livea

littlebeforeyougetyoumarriageback.Won’t

botherwithyouKy.

KAEDI:(laughing)Igottwohotwivesandalover,

whatmoredoesamanneed?Onthatnote,imma

headout.SaidwivesandloverareintheJacuzzi

andaninvitationhasbeenextendedtome.

Heleft,LetangandWetshoapproachingthetable

someskimpydressedyounggirlssat.Ephraim

sighedfollowedthem.

*************

BoitumelosatinthebedroomreadingwhenFabien

walkedin.

FABIEN:Babe,whenarewedoingthewedding?

Yousaidtogiveyousixmonthstosettleintoyour



newjob.Ithasbeenalmostayearnow.

BOITUMELO:Ijust…it’sbeenverybusyatwork.I

don’thavethetimeto…

FABIEN:It’salmostlikeyoudon’twannamarryme.

BOITUMELO:What?Noooo,babe,ofcourseIwant

tomarryyou,Ijust…

FABIEN:Usuallywomengetsoexcitedaboutthis

wholeweddingthing,planningthedayandshit.You

justdon’tcare.

BOITUMELO:(lookingdown)OfcourseIcare…I

havejustbeen,youknow…settling.

FABIEN:Butyouareoknow.Wehaven’thadany

episodesalmostallyear,thealtershavebeenquiet!

Iwillhireaweddingplannersowedon’tstressyou

out.Ican’twaittobeyourhusband,babe.

BOITUMELO:(sighing)Youareright.Let’sdoit.

Let’shiretheweddingplannerandgetmarried.

*************

PenelopelaidinbedchattingtoherfriendAtaliah’s

olderbrotherwhowasseventeen.



Hewassweetandalwayskindtoherand

understoodher.Everyonejustthoughsheshould

bethishappykidbecauseshewasrichandfamous

andhadthe‘perfect’parents.

‘Ijust…it’snothappyathome,sometimesIwishI

couldrunaway,theyarealwaysfighting.Iamafraid

they’lldivorce,youknow’

‘I’msosorryP.Irememberhowbaditwaswhenmy

momwaswithbiodad.Divorceisnotalwaysbad.

Momwassowayhappierafter,andshemetdad

andtheyaresohappynow’

‘IjusthatethateveryonejustthinksIhave

everything,theydon’tunderstand.Ijustwannabe

me,notthecelebritykidonTV’

‘TrybeingsuperKai’syounger,basicbrother.Dude!

Seriously,Expectations.Butyoushouldn’thaveso

muchstressateleven,youareakid.’

‘Elevenandsevenmonthsthankyou. ’

‘ can’tforgetthesevenmonths.Elevenand

sevenmonths.Youarejustababy,theyputtoo



muchonyou.Anyway,you’llbealright,kid.Cool,I

gottadoalittleschoolworknow,mysisterswon’t

letmecopytheirs.’

‘Beingatripletmustbesocool ’

‘Yup,beenannoyedbytwogirlsbeforeIwaseven

born.Absolutelycool .Trynottoworryabout

yourhomesituation.Thingshaveawayofsorting

themselvesout.Nightkid.’

Gosh,itwassoannoyingthatheonlysawheras

hislittlesister’sfriend,shewonderedwhathe

wouldsayisshetoldhimshehadacrushonhim.

Shepulledoutherdiaryandstartedwriting.

‘Deardiary…Italkedtohimagaintoday.Well,I

messagedhimfirstandallbutheresponded.

Swoon .Ihatemyhome,Iwishmamawould

justleaveandtakenusfromthis.Ihonestlydon't

likemydad.HeisaliarandahorriblepersonI

rememberwhenhebeatupmamawhenwewere

little,Ican'tforgetthat.RightnowIcanhearthem

arguingagainat3ambecausedadjustgothome.

SometimesIwishhenevercameback.’



Sheclosedandlockedthediary,thensmiledasshe

Googled‘Howtomakeaguynoticeyou.’

**************

Letanggothomelateatnight.Masediwasnotin

theirbed.

Wherecouldshebeatthishour?

Hewenttocheckonthekids’bedrooms,nope.

Hefoundherintheguestbedroom,andgoyinside,

layingbesideher.

LETANG:Whyarewesleepingheretonight?

MASEDI:Whyareyouwakingme?AkereIleftthe

bedroomsothatyoudon’twakemeupatGod

knowswhattimeyoucomehome.Idecidedit’s

betteryoujustmoveintothisroom.

LETANG:Youwantmetosleepinaseparateroom

frommywife?

MASEDI:Ilikepeace,Ihatebeingwokenupatodd

hoursbecauseyoufinallydecidedtocomehome.

LETANG:Sapelofillingyourheadwithstupidthings



again,isn’tshe?Babe,honestly,isitwisefora

marriedwomantobehangingwithadivorcee?

MASEDI:Don’tyoudare!

LETANG:Iamjustsaying.That’sawomanwho

doesn’tcarethatherhusbandlovesher,that

Ephraimisagoodman…

MASEDI:Agoodman?Wow

LETANG:Shedoesn’tevencarethatsheiscreating

abrokenhomefortheirkids.Sapeloisbeingselfish

andabadinfluenceonyou!

MASEDI:Mxim…influencemetowhat?RealizeI

candobetter?

LETANG:Ifyouwanttobelievethat,Sedi.Youknow

Iloveyoufoeyou.Alltheseniggaswhoarehitting

onyou,theyonlywantyounowtgatyouarea

supermodel.Justsomeeyecandyforthem.Ilove

youforyou,don’tyouseethat?Lovedyoubeforeall

this,beforeyoubecameabrand.Itdoesn’tgetmore

authenticthanthat,andyouknowaintnobodylove

youlikeIdoSedi.None…



MASEDI:Mxim…oneofyourlittlewhores

messagedmeonFacebook.

LETANG:Idon’thavelittleho’s.Wenakanajust

becausegirlswantmeandcontactyouwithlies,

youbelievethem.Iloveyou,Sedi.

MASEDI:NnarraIneedtosleep,Ihaveworkinthe

morning.

**********

InthemorningSapelosatinherbedroomwith

Masedi.

SAPELO:Ephraimisnotbeingfair.Whywouldhe

wanttotakemykidsawayfromme?

MASEDI:Heisjusthopingthatwouldmakeyou

comeback.

SAPELO:Thatisnothappening.Andtheunfair

thingisweallknowhewillgetcustodyalready

becauseheisaLedimo.Ican’thavemykidsraised

byanotherwoman,Sedi.

MASEDI:Itotallyunderstand,babes.Andthegirls

hehasbeenhangingaround…arggg.



SAPELO:Andstillhewillgetcustody.Lifeisnotfair.

MASEDI:Don’tthinklikethatbabes…Godisgreat,I

haveseenmiracleswhenIthoughtIwasdonefor.

Itwillturnaroundwell.

SAPELO:Anyway,letmegotalktohim Ihaveone

lastcardtoplay.Thanksforbabysitting,mymomis

notwell.

MASEDI:Anytimehun,Mpoentleisadarling.

ShewalkedoffanddrovetoEphraim’splace

parkinginfrontofthehouse.

Sheknockedandsomeyounggirlinhisgowncame

toopen.

HER:CanIhelpyou?

SAPELO:IsEphraimin?

HER:Youarelookingforhimbecause?

SAPELI:(yelling)Ephraim!Weneedtotalk!Now!

Hecametothelivingroomwrappedinatowel.The

girlfoldedherhandsacrossherchestlookingat

Ephraim.



HER:Whoisthis,babe?

EPHRAIM:Mywife.Whichmeansyouhavetogo.

Ciao.

SAPELO:Honey,youdon’thavetogoonmy

account,Iamnothiswife.Notanymore.Ijust

wannatalkaboutourkids.

EPHRAIM:Uhm…you…leave.Ineedtohaveadult

talks.Comebackatnight.

HER:But…

EPHRAIM:Now,girl.Go

Sapelolookedathimandshookherhead.Whowas

thiseven.Likeseriously,whowasthismantreating

agirllikeshewasnothing?

Afterthegirlleftshesatonthesofa.

EPHRAIM:CanIgetyouanything?

SAPELO:I’lltakethecustodyofmykidswithless

dramapleaseandthankyou.

EPHRAIM:Haha.

SAPELO:Ephraim,Idon’tevenwantsolecustody!



AllIaskismykidsstaywithme,please.Theycan

cometoyouontheweekends.

EPHRAIM:Ortheycancometoyouonthe

weekends.

SAPELO:Iknowyouthinkyouarespitingme,but

youarereallyonlyhurtingthekids..Please,

Ephraim…letthekidsstaywithme.

EPHRAIM:Sothatyoucaneventuallybringinsome

assholeandhavehimabusemykids?Igottwo

daughters…

SAPELO:So,wenathepeopleyoubringwon’tabuse

mykids?Youknowyouarebeingirrational.Why

areyoudoingthistomeEphraim?Tothekids?

EPHRAIM:No,youaredoingthistous!Youand

yourselfishdivorceandshit,whenIbarelydid

anythingwrong.

SAPELO:Wow…barelydidanythingwrong,huh?So

mefuckinganothermanwouldbejustfinewithyou

then?

EPHRAIM:Youknowwhat?Go,Sapelo.Fuck



whoeveryouwantifthat’swhatitwilltaketoend

thisdrama!It’sbeenayear.Youprovedyourpoint,

youcanleavemeifyouwant.Igetit…comeback

home.

SAPELO:Youarejust…wow…seriously,whoare

youeven?Butthen,youreallyareaLedimoafterall.

Everythingisalwaysaboutyoupeople.Mychildren

staywithme.

EPHRAIM:Nope…

SAPELO:Iwouldn’twanttogotothepoliceabout

whatwentdownwithMiranda…

EPHRAIM:Youwouldn’t

SAPELO:Formykids?Tryme.EbileIheardher

mom intheradioaresheisaskingthegovernment

tohelplookforhe,gatweshehasnotcalledor

smsedineightmonths,ebileBatswanainthearea

shesaidshewasstayinghaveneverseenherthere.

IwantmykidsorIwillsolvethismysteryforthe

police.

EPHRAIM:Iwouldn’tgothatrouteifIwereyou.



SAPELO:Orwhat?Youwillkillmetoo?Mykids

staywithme,Ephraim,oryouwillbesorry.

************
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MasediwalkedintherestaurantwhereBoitumelo

wasalreadyseating.Shehadcalledandsaidshe

wantedtotalk.

MASEDI:(huggingher)Heygirl!Youlookgood!

BOITUMELO:Ifeelgood,noalterhasresurfacedin

almostayear!Mydoctorsaysthatisincredible.

MASEDI:Fabienisdoingagoodjob,shem.Nowhe

needstomanupandmarryyou,youcan’tbe

wearinganengagementringforyears!

BOITUMELO:That’swhatIwantedtotalkabout

actually.IhavenoideawhattodobecauseIam

sureIwantnoneofourfamilyinvolvedinmy

wedding,Idon’tneedthestress.SoIdon’tknow…



MASEDI:Ohh…Isee.Eish…Iunderstandyou,I

haven’tseenmma-Masedithispastyearandyou

can’tbelievethepeacethatitcamewith!Ok,sowe

canregisteratthemagistrateandhaveaceremony

forfriends.

BOITUMELO:LikeIhaveany…Fabienwillflyin

someofhis,andofcoursehisfamily…

MASEDI:Youhaveme,baby.AndIknowyouare

coolwithBontle’slazyasstoo.Andyourwork

colleaguesifyouwant.Nobodyeversaidawedding

hastohaveamillionpeople,whitepeoplehave

weddingswithtwentypeopleandit’sallgood.Ok,

soyea,Icanhelpyoudecideonwhotoinvite.Then

thedress.

BOITUMELO:Fabien’smomwantsmetowearher

olduglyassone.

MASEDI:Eish…maybewecangetitalteredthen.

VenueSapelo’sgardenwillbelovely,and…Boity,

what’swrong?

BOITUMELI:Huh?Whatdoyoumean?

MASEDI:Wearediscussingyourweddingandyou



arebusyonyourphone.Youcouldn’tlookmore

boredifyouwanted.Aren’tyouexcitedabout

marryinghim?

BOITUMELO:OfcourseIam…

MASEDI:But?

BOITUMELO:Ijust…I…ah,nothing.

MASEDI:Thereisanotherman,isn’tthere?

Boitumelolookeddownshyly.

MASEDI:Letang?

BOITUMELO:What?Eww!No…it’suhm…heisjust

sowonderfulSedi!EversinceImethim,everything

withhimjustseemssonatural!Heisadetective

whohelpedme.Like,heknowseverysinglebit

aboutme…andstillwantsme,lovesme.Allofme.

MASEDI:Thenwhyaren’tyouwithhim?

BOITUMELO:Ijust…Iuhm…Idon’twanttohurt

him.Orhimhurtingme…Fabienissafe.

MASEDI:Letmetellyouhoney,beinginamarriage

withoutlovesucks.Youstartfeelingtrapped…



BOITUMELO:Ican’ttakeitifOtenghurtsme…I

wouldliterallycrush.

MASEDI:Butdarling,whatifhedoesn’thurtyou?

Whatifhelovesyousomuchandsodeeplyand

makesyousohappyandyoutwogrowoldtogether?

NnaifIhadthatchoiceI’dchooseloveinsteadof

security.

***********

Sapelosatinherofficethinkingaboutwhatshehad

saidtoEphraim.Shefeltbad,buthewantedtotake

herkidsawayfromher.

Shewasreadytolayeverycardonthetablewhenit

cametoherbabies.Hopefullythatwasenoughto

scarehimintoagreeing.

ShesighedandgotonFacebooktodistractherself.

Someguyhadaddedher.Ok,cute.Hadajob…

lookedfun.

Shewasn’tevenlookingrightnow,shehadathree

monthsoldawasjustgettingdivorced,forGod’s

sake.



Sosheignoredtheguy’s‘hey’,andtookouther

phonecallingMasedi.

***********

LetangarrivedhomeandfoundMorwadicleaning.

Sheimmediatelyrantothekitchentogetwaterand

washhishands,thenbroughthisfood.

LETANG:WhereismmagwePenny?

MORWADI:Oh,shecametopickupherbag,she

saidsomepeopleneededareshootforachilli

advertshedid.Shesaidtotellyoushewillbeback

onMonday.

Hesighedwithdisappointment.Sonowshewasn’t

evenbotheringtolethimknowwhenshewasgoing

out.

Helovedher,butGod,itsuckedtonotfeellikea

maninyourownhome.Hell,atthispointshewas

barelyevenhiswifeanymore,sherefusedtogive

himanotherchild,thekidsweretakencareofby

themaidasshewasneverhome,andhalfthetime

sherefusedtohavesexwithhim,theotherhalfthat

shedid,sheacteduninterested.Letsnoteventalk



aboutqualitytimeasacouple.Shejustdidn’t

wannaspendtimewithhim.Hetried,planned

things,dates…sheeitherdidn’tshowup,orwasin

herphonethroughout.

Andshewonderedwhyhekeptcheating?Didshe

evenrememberthetimebeforethewhole

Boitumelocomingbackdebacle?

Hewasfaithful,theirlivesweresohappy.Heused

tofeelsoproudwhenshecametowatchhimplay

football,dressedinmatchingoutfitswiththekids.

Howshelookedathimlikehewastheonlymanin

theworld.

Thegirlwouldwaittohavedinnerwithhimevenif

hecamehomeat11pm whichmadehimalways

makesurehecamehomeearly.

Thoseraunchylittlethingsshe’dwhispertohimin

public…helaughedthinkingofthedayshe

whisperedthatshewouldblowhiminthetoiletsat

thebarracksifhescoredonafootballgame.

Andshedid.

Helaughedrealizinghadahardonfromthe



memory.

HelookedatMorwadithinkingwhatagoodlittle

thingshewas…howshecouldbemolded…no.

MorwadiwasnotMasedi,shewasaninnocentlittle

kidwhodidn’tdeservetobedraggedintohisshit.

HetookhisphoneandtextedMasedi.

‘behonestSedi,haveItotallyfuckeditupforusso

muchthatthereisnohopeofuseverygoingback

tohowweusedtobe?’

****************

EphraimsatinhisofficethinkingaboutwhatSapelo

said.

Jesus,whathadhedonetothatgirl.Blackmailwas

sobeneathhershehadtobedesperate.

Andwhendidhebecomethisspitefulperson?

HeknewSapelowouldneverletanyonehurttheir

kids,hewasjustbeingpetty.Hehadtodotheright

thingandletthekidsstaywithher.Hesighedand

tookouthisphone,callingher.

Whenshedidn’tpickup,hedrovetoherplaceand



knocked.

Shecametoopenwearingshortsandaspaghetti

straptopthatshowedhercleavagewell.She’dlost

someweightandlookedsogood.

SAPELO:(frominsidethehouse,laughing)Bathong,

Evan,don’tbreakthedoorao!

Sheopenedwithasmile.

SAPELO:Thankyouforbringi…Ephraim…

EPHRAIM:WhoisEvan?

SAPELO:Noneofyourbusiness,howcanIhelpyou?

EPHRAIM:Wow,wearen’tdivorcedyetandyouare

alreadythrowingittosomeothernigga?

SAPELO:Ephraim,Idon’toweyouanswers.

EPHRAIM:Sasa,whyareyoudoingthis,huh?Ke

utwile,Ihavelearntmylesson…kebakile.Please

comehome.

SAPELO:ItoldyouIamdone.

EPHRAIM:Justmakemeunderstand,howcanyou

justleaveusSasa!Whatwehaveisepic.Don’tyou



lovemeanymore?Ijustthought…

SAPELO:Youreallywannaknow,Ephraim?Youdo

huh?Notoncedidyouacknowledgehowmuchyou

hurtme.Notonce.Itsallabout‘comehome

becauseIloveyou,becauseIneedyou,blahblah,

me,me,me!’It’sallaboutyou!

EPHRAIM:That’snot…

SAPELO:Don’tsayitsnottruebecauseallyouever

didwasdownplayavideoIsawwithmyowneyes

andmakemefeellikeIamoverreactingforbeing

madaboutyoukissingorevenfuckinganother

woman!Youneveracknowledgemyfeelings,ontire

nkarekesetsenwaforreactingwhenyouhurtme.

AndyouarealwayshurtingmeEphraim.Nnaake

itsegocheatermothowaModimo,Icouldhave

longmadeyoufeelwhatit’sliketohavesomeone

youlovebetrayyouthewayyoudomeoverand

over(wipingtears).

EPHRAIM:KanaIdidn’tevensleepwithMiranda,I

swear!

SAPELO:Yousee,yousee!Ijusttoldyouwhat’s



wrongandyoudisregarditandmakeitaboutyour

pseudoinnocence.AndIcan’tevenknowifthat’s

thetruthsinceyoukilledtheonlypersonwho

knows.LeavemealoneEphraim.

Acarparkedandamanwalkedin.

EPHRAIM:Ethan,youareEthanright?Whydon’t

youslitheryourslimyassrightbackwhereyou

camefromwiththatstrugglegoatee.

SAPELO:OhGod.Herewegoagain.Evanis…

EPHRAIM:Isaidleave.Whatisitwithyouandyour

attractiontothesegaylookingniggasanyway.

WenafotshekebeforeIfuckyouup.

SAPELO:Ephraimstop,wouldyou?

EVAN:Sapelo,I…

Ephraimslappedthepizzafromhishandsand

draggedhimbacktohiscarbythecollar,the

pinnedhimagainstthecar,discreetlyputtingagun

againsthimasthegunshookinfear.

EPHRAIM:Ifyoueverspeaktomywifeagain.This

isgoinginyourassandthebulletwillcomeout



yourmouth,nxlafuckingfaggot.Leave.

Sapelosatintheverandahcrying.Evan’scarpulled

offathighspeed,andEphraimcamebackand

draggedherbackinthehouse.

EPHRAIM:Youfuckinghim?Youhaveyourbody

outforhimlikethis,huh?Huh?Isthiscleavageand

shit,thighsandshitallout,itsforhim,isn’tit?You

areamotherforGod’ssake!Outherebaringyour

thighsforrandomniggas,nxla.

SAPELO:(sniffling)Idon’toweyouanswers.You

can’tdothis,wearenottogetheranymore.

EPHRAIM:Sothatgivesyouarighttobringniggas

towheremybabiesstay?

SAPELO:AndyouwonderwhyI’mleavingyou?

Youaretheonewhocheats,butnevertrustme.

KanaitsbecauseIneverreact?Huh?YouthinkI

can’tgetangry,Ephraim?Isthatwhatyoufucking

thinkbecauseIcangetdramatictoo.Ifounda

whoreinyourhousetheotherday,didIthreatenher,

didI,answermedamnit!

Sheslappedhimhardacrossthefaceandhejust



stoodthere.

SAPELO:DidIfuckingactcrazywhenyouwere

fuckingoldAmericanwomen(slap,slap)DidI?You

wantcrazyhuh?That’swhenyouwillseeIfeeltoo,

isthatit?CosIcanshowyoucrazy.

Sheranoutsideandpickedupastone,smashing

hiscarwindows.

SAPELO:Isthatwhatyouwant?Doesthisshow

youhowmuchyouarehurtingmeEphraim?Making

afooloutofmyself,isthatwhenyouwillgetit!

Leavemealone!(yelling)

Whenhetriedtocometoher,shepickedupsmall

stonesatstartedthrowingthemathim.

SAPELO:Violenceisallyouunderstand,right?The

momentyouseemewithaguyallyoudoisfight.

Okthen,letsfight!Niggadon’tjuststandthere!

FuckyouEphraim!Leavemealone

Heduckedthestones,afewhittinghim,buthe

movedcloseruntilhereachedher,grabbingherby

thewaistandpullingherintothehouseasthe

neighborswatched



EPHRAIM:Sasacalmdownplease,letstalk.

SAPELO:LetmegoEphraim…letmego!

Shefelttheguninhisbeltandpulleditout,pointing

itathim.

SAPELO:Stayoutofmylife.

EPHRAIM:Sapelo,that’sloaded…

SAPELO:Good!ThenIcanactuallyshootyoufor

real!Nxla!WhyareyouharassingmeEphraim?

Whatwouldyoulikemetodo,Ileftakere,youcan

haveallthepussyyouwant.Andsincewhendo

youevencarryagun.

EPHRAIM:It’snotmine…wewenttoanuhm…a

shootingrangeattheLedimofarm,andIjustcame

straightfromitand…

SAPELO:YouknowwhatIdon’tevencare,from

nowon,youstayoutofmylife,youhearme?OrI

willretaliate.Youpeoplemakeusmadandthem

wegetlabelledacrazyex?GakelwenaoEphraim,

butcomeatmeagain,interfereinmylifeagainand

IwillgivebackexactlywhatIget.Now,mykids



staywithme,sayit.

EPHRAIM:(laughing)That’snotfair,youhaveagun

tomyhead.

SAPELO:Sayit,damnit!

EPHRAIM:Fine,fine,theystaywithyou.

SAPELO:Andyouwillleavemethehellalone!Sayit!

EPHRAIM:IneverwanttohurtyouSasa,Ijust,I’ll

neverbeabletohandlethethoughtofyouwith

anotherman.

SAPELO:Just.Say..whatIsaid!Sayyouwillleave

mealone.

Asingletearrandownhisface.

EPHRAIM:I’mnotsayingthat,youaregonnahave

toshotmethen.

SAPELO:Please…Ephraim,please…Iambegging.

Letmego.Ican’tlivelikethis!Please…beingwith

youistoopainful…please…

Shedroppedthegunandsaggedtothefloorcrying.

EPHRAIM:AndIcan’tloseyouSapelo.Please,one



lastchance…

SAPELO:(crying)Iloveyoubabe,butIcan’t.It’stoo

muchEphraim.Youjustattackedthegaydecorator

whoisconsultingonthegarden’sindoorvenue.

Youcarrygunsnow.YouarejustnotthemanIam

inlovewithanymore.Idon’tknowyouandIdon’t

thinkIevenlikeyou.Loveisnotsupposedtohurt.If

youreallyloveme,youwillunderstandthat.You

willwanttoseemehappy,andrealizethatmy

happinessinnotwithyou.Ifyouloveme,Ephraim,

youwillleavemealone.Please.

***********
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Ephraimgotbackhomeandlaidinbedtryingnotto

break.

Shewasreallydonewithhim.

Therewasaknockatthedoor.



Malebogo.

HemeanttoignoreituntilheheardNadia’svoice

andwenttoopen.

NADIA:Daddy!WhenamIcominghome?Imissmy

brotherandsisters!Ihateitthere.

SinceSapelomovedout,hehadhiredanannyfor

Nadia,buttheladyhadrecentlygottenadmittedat

thehospital,sohehadsentNadiabackto

Malebogo.

ThelittlegirlrushedinandturnedontheTV.

MALEBOGO:Sheflatoutrefused,saidsheisn’t

spendinganothernightatmytworooms.Golomo

gagagogomakgakgahelajaakawena.

EPHRAIM:It’sreallynotagoodtimerightnow

Malebogo,canIpickheruptomorrow?

MALEBOGO:Areyouok?Youlooklikeyouhave

beencrying.

EPHRAIM:(yelling)Can’tyoujusttakethedamn

childandleave!Fuck!

MALEBOGO:Ijo,excusemeforbeingconcerned.



Nadia,let’sgo.Now,beforeIbeatyouup

EPHRAIM:Don’tthreatenmydaughter.

MALEBOGO:That’swhysheissuchabrat,you

spoilher.Nadia!

NADIA:No!

EPHRAIM:(sighing)Can’tyoustayoverwithher

something,IwillpayyouP200towatchherforthe

night.

MALEBOGO:P200?Ok.

EPHRAIM:Great.Nana,daddyneedstorestabit,ok?

Youbegoodformama.Thereisfoodincupboards

andfridge.Feedher.

MALEBOGO:Ephraim…ifyouneedtotalk…

EPHRAIM:Fuckoff…

Hebangedthedoorandlockedhimselfinside.

***********

BoitumelodroveintoFabien’shomenervously.She

hadbeendrivingaroundalldayafraidofwhatshe

hadtodo.WhatMasedisaidmadesense.



Shecouldn’tforceherselfintothisloveless

marriagewherehewasalwaysatwork.

Shefoundhiminhisstudy.

BOITUMELO:Hey,canwetalk?

FABIEN:Nottoday.Iamalittlebusyrightnow.

BOITUMELO:Ican’tmarryyou.

FABIEN:Ofcourseyoucan,babe.Whateveritis,

wewilltalkaboutittomorrow.

BOITUMELO:I’mleaving.

FABIEN:Alright…goodnight.

BOITUMELO:You,Fabien,Iambreakingupwith

you.

FABIEN:Newalterintownthatalsodoesn’tlikeme?

See,Itoldyounottoupsetyourself,nowitsallback.

BOITUMELO:Noalter,Idon’tloveyouFabien.I

can’tgothroughwiththis.

Heclosedhislaptopandrotatedhischairtolookat

her.



FABIEN:Youarefuckingkiddingme,aren’tyou?I

brokemyengagementforyourcrazyass,andyou

pullthisshit?Ok,ok,Ineedtocalmdown.Babe,I’m

sorryifIdidsomethingtohurtyouormakeyou

wanttoleave.Iamsosorry.Iloveyou.

BOITUMELO:It’snotyou,it’sme…

FABIEN:Don’tgivemethatshit.

BOITUMELO:Youareagoodman,Fabien.Ireally

wishweworked.Bye.

Sheputthecarkeysonhisdeskandcalledacab

totakehertoabachelorpadshehadrentedearlier.

**************

Masedidrovebackhomeandwalkedintothehouse,

surprisedtofindLetang’scarhome.

Ithadthattimeagain…

Hehadcalled.Threatenedandblackmailedherwith

thevideoagain.

Andlikealittlebitchthatshewas,shehadgoneto

himandlethimdorevoltingthingstoheragain.



Andforwhat?

Forwhat!

Amanwhosleepswithkidsbarelyolderthanhis

daughter?Amanwhohasnoregardsforheratall,

andrefusestogrowup?

Shewasdone

Thiswasthelasttime.

Shewasdonewithallofit,thispretendhappylife

happywife,herblackmailer…Letang,everything,

shewasjustdone.

Hersoulcouldn’ttakeitanymore.Ifhewasgoingto

releasethevideo,sobeit.

Thekidswereatschool,andMorwadiwasn’tin.

ShecouldhearLetangonthephoneintheir

bedroom.

‘Ijust…somekidImessedwithmessagedherandI

justfeellikesheisdone,man!Ireallythinksheis

done.No,Ephraim,youdon’tfuckinggetit,Sedi

can’tleaveme.WhatI…whatInevertoldanybody…

thecaraccident…itwasn’tanaccidentatall.Itried



tokillmyselfbecauseIcouldn’ttakewhatI’ddone

toher,Idon’tknowwhat’swrongwithme,I’m

fuckedup.Ikeephurtingher,man.MyfriendsaysI

amjusttryingtoreliveachildhoodIdidn’thave

becauseIhadtohelptakecareofthefamily…I

donebadthings,Eph.Realbadthings,Iusedto

smuggleshitforthisotherguy,startedwhenIwas

just16.Youweren’tearningmuchthattime,we

neededmore…thatmoney…thepiecejobsIalways

saidIgotcoding…Ijust…thingis,Idon’tfucking

knowwhat’swrongwithme,andnowI’mgonna

losetheonegoodthingIeverhad.Sheseegoodin

me,Sedidoes,always.Whatwomanwouldcome

backtoamaninthepositionIwasin?Broke,ina

wheelchairandgoodfornothing…especiallyafter

whatIdidtoher.Mytreatment…itcostwaymorr

thanshetoldme,Iknowshe’dhadtohavedone

someunsavorythingstogetthemoney…butshe

didwhatneededtobedoneandgotitforme…

despitewhatIdidtoher…shetookcareofmykids,

man.Lovesthemlikeherown…Ican’tlivewithout

her…Ijust…Ican’tman.IneedMasedi.Iknow,I

know…IalwayssaidIlikedthetimidsweetlittle



ones.NowIrealizewhy.GirlslikeBoitumelo,Ilike

thattypebecausetheallowmetobeaboy.Tobe

theteenIneverhadachancetobe,theydon’t

demandmuchfromme.Masedi,shepushesme,

man.Demandsformetogrowup,shewon’tputup

withmyexcuses…andIneedthat…andnowsheis

leaving.Ithinksheisseeingsomeoneelse…no,

seriously.Afriendofminecalledlastnightaskingif

Iwantedtocatchupforadrinkdownstairs.Iasked

whathemeantandhesworehesawMasedigetting

intoahotelroominPalapye,andwhenheheard

hertalktoamaninsidethehotelsuite,hejust

assumeditwasme.AndIdon’tevenblameher,

man…Idon’tblameher…maybesheisbetteroff

withoutme…

Shesighedandopenedthedoor,withtearsrunning

downherface.

MASEDI:I’mnotcheatingonyou.

LETANG:(wipingtears)Uhm…Sedi.Hi…youare

back.

MASEDI:(sobbing)Icouldnevercheatonyou



Letang,Iloveyou.Theman…uhm…Ineeded

money,Letang.ThetreatmentwaswaymorethanI

couldeventhinkof.P250000.Ididn’thavesuch

money,butIhadachancetogetit.Amanfrom

Kuwaithadreachedouttome…

Hecameoverandhuggedher.

LETANG:It’sok…itsokbabe,youdon’thavetotell

meifit’stoomuch.

MASEDI:No,Iwantto…anyway,hereachedout.

Apparentlyalotofmodelsworldwidedoitallthe

time,andhethoughtIwasoneofthose.Hehad

uhm…fetishes.Andahugeobsessionwithme.He

offeredalargeamountofmoneyfor…things.I

rejectedhimformonths.ThenIsawyouand,IjustI

couldn’tleaveyoulikethatbabe…Icouldn’t.ButI

didn’thavethemoneyneeded.

LETANG:(kissingher)Youdidwhatyouhadtodo…

Icouldneverbemoregratefulbabe.Iknowyou

don’tthinkIam…it’sjust…I’mreallymessedup

Sedi!IwishIcouldbemanenoughforyou!A

womanlikeyoudeservesarealman.



MASEDI:Butyouarechoosingtonotbeone!AndI

can’tkeepgoingtohimeveryfewmonthslikehe

wants,forwhat?Whenyoudon’tevencare.

LETANG:Icare…wait,heisblackmailingyou?

MASEDI:(sobbing)Hehasavideo.ButIdon’tcare

anymore,Ijustleft.Itwassupposedtobeforthe

wholeweekend,butIcouldn’t.Idrovethroughout

thenight.Iamtired…broken…Ijust…

LETANG:Givemehishotelroomnumber.

MASEDI:Itdoesn’tmatteranymore.

LETANG:Forhowlong?

MASEDI:Itdoesn’tmatter!

LETANG:Masedi!

MASEDI:Months,ok?Eight,ninemonths!Ijust

thoughthewillgetboredandstop.Butheis

obsessed!Ijust…Idon’tcareanymore.

Hejustsnatchedhiscarkeysanddroveoff,

breakingdownastearscloudedhiseyes.

God,whathadhedone!Whathadheputhethrough



withhissilliness…allforapsycho.

*************

BoitumelogotoutofataxiandknockedatOteng’s

door.She’dgonetothestationandtheysaidhehad

knockedoff.

Hecametoopenshirtless.

BOITUMELO:Uhh,IhopeIamnotinterrupting.

OTENG:Boity!Goodtoseeyou,girl!It’sbeenlong.

Nah,youareonlyinterruptingmybadcooking,

comein,comeI.

Hefollowedhimonandsatinthesofa

uncomfortably.

OTENG:Youok,babydoll?

BOITUMELO:Iuhm…I…IbrokeitoffwithFabien.

OTENG:Oh

BOITUMELO:Ijust…Ihope…Ithink…youare

probablyseeingsomeonebynowand…

OTENG:I’mnotyourtoy,Boitumelo.Thisdisappear

onmeforyearsthenshowupoutoftheblueshit…



Iunderstandyou,butithurts.

BOITUMELO:Iwasafraid,Oteng…ittookmethis

longtorealizebeingwithoutyouhurtsmorethan

anyassumedpainwecouldevercauseeachother.

Andmaybewewon’tevenhurteachother.The

thingis,Iloveyou…andIjustthought…

OTENG:What,wecouldhaveanotherwildrompand

youwillrunbacktoyourfiancéeafterwards.Ican’t

dothisanymoreBoitumelo.

BOITUMELO:Nomore…Iamdonewithallthat.I

justhopeIamnottoolate…thiswasamistake.

Hestooduptoleave,butheheldherhandsand

pulledhercloser,intoakiss.

OTENG:Areyousure?

BOITUMELO:Iam…Iwantyou.

*************

Sapeloclosedthegardenanddrovebackhome.

God,itwassolonely.Thekidswereathermother’s

becausesheneededtogetherselftogether.

Shelaidinbedlookingattheirweddingphotos.



Yesithurtnow.Yesshewaslonelynow,andso

temptedtocallEphraim.

Butitwillallpasssoon,andshecouldfinallybeher

bestself.

Shehadtakenwaytoomuchfromthisrelationship

andmarriage.Fromhisfamilydramaandinsults

thathedidverylittleabout,tohisunendinginfidelity.

Shehadgivenhimmultiplechances,nowshe

neededtogiveherselfachance.Acceptthatheis

notthekindsofmanshewantsorneedandmove

on.

ShesighedheavilyandchangedherFacebook

statusto‘single’,thenstartedremovingallofthe

photosofherwithjusthim.Thensheremovedher

weddingringandputitinthedrawer.

Asmallstep,butitmadeherfeelsoaccomplished,

likeshehadjusttakenthefirststeptomovingon.

*************
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Letangparkedhiscaratadistancefromthehotel,

ignoringMasedi’sandEphraim’scalls.

Whothefuckdidthisassholethinkheis,

blackmailinghiswife?

Hisfriendhadtoldhimthenumberoftheroomhe

sawMasedienter.Hesnuckintothehousekeeping

closetandsneakedakeyoftheroom.

Hesnuckuptotheroomandunlocked.Thedoor

opened,buttheguywasnotin,justhisstuff.His

laptopwaseasytogetinto.Letangsearched

throughthelaptop,nothingincriminatingthough.

Heheardhimopenthedoor,andLetangducked

intothebathroomandhimuntiltheguywasinside,

thenhecameoutandchestlockedhim,withagun

athisthroat.

LETANG:YoumakeasoundIkillyou.Butifyou

behave,nobodyneedstogethurt.



Hesathiminthechairandtiedhimup.

LETANG:SoyoudoknowwhoIamdon’tyou?What,

youthoughtyou’dcontinuetojustabusemywife

andhavenoconsequence?Hmmm,let’sseethe

phone.What’sthepassword?

Heloweredtheguntotheman’scrotch.

LETANG:Openit…now!

Theguyopenedthephoneshaking,andLetang

wentthroughit,smiling.

LETANG:Ohhh,lookie!Whatdowehavehere.So

youtakeitfromothermen,huh?Gaynessisillegal

inKuwaitisn’tis?

Hetransferredavideooftheguywithanotherman

tohisphone,thendeletedtheonethatshowed

Masedi’sfacewithoutwatchingit.

LETANG:Doyouhaveanyothercopyofthevideo

withmywife?

HIM:(shaking)No,Iswear,Idon’t.

LETANG:Youbetternot.Andevenifyouarelying.If

youasmuchaslikeapictureonmywife’ssocial



media,IamsureIcanfindjournalistsinKuwait

whowouldbeinterestedinyoubeingbangedby

anotherman.Now,formywife’strouble.IwantP5

miltransfertomywife’saccountforthetrouble

youcausedher.That’snothinginKuwaitcurrency,

coupleofhundredthousandsonly.Icouldfucking

askforyouwholebalance,butIamnotinterestedin

yourmoney,I’mjustfrustratedIcan’tkillyou

becauseMasedidoesn’tlikemebeingviolent,but

youdeservepunishment.Getcraftyonhowto

transferitwithoutquestion.Anddon’teventhink

aboutgettingsmart,tryingtohurtmyfamilyand

shit.That’sthelevelofdirtyIdon’tthinkapussy

likeyouwhoblackmailshelplesswomenisready

toplay.ButIam.Youdothetransfer,delete

anythingyouhaveonmywife,anditslikewenever

met.Understood.

HIM:(shaking)Ye…yessir…please.Youcan’t

releasethatvideo.Myfatherwillkillme.Hewill

literallyhavemekilled.

LETANG:Idon’tdoblackmaillikeyou.

Hepunchedhimhardontheface,thenuntiedhim



andkneedhimonthestomach,beforeslippingout

anddrivingbackhome.

***********

Ephraimlaidinbedconstantlyhoveringover

Sapelo’snumber.

Finallyhecalledherandaftersometime,she

answered.

EPHRAIM:Soit’sreallyover?

SAPELO:Yup

EPHRAIM:Ok.Divorceisfinalizednextweek.For

thekidswewillfollowyourplan.Theystaywithyou

andcomeseemeonweekends,wecoparentand

havetomakedecisionspertainingtotheirlives

together.Soundsgood?

Therewasaslightknockatthedoor.

MALEBOGO:RragweAe,Nadiawantsyoutoread

herastory.

Sapelosighed,hearingMalebogoonthe

background.



SAPELO:Wow…movedyourbabymamainalready.

EPHRAIM:Ithoughtwewereleavingeachother

alone?Mybusinessisnolongeryours.

SAPELO:Mybad…sorry.Yea,Iamcoolwiththe

arrangementaboutthekids,letmenotkeepyou.

Goodnight.

EPHRAIM:Nite.

HehungupandwentouttoNadia’sbedroom.

MALEBOGO:Imadesomericeandchicken,I

thoughtyou’dbehungry.

HeignoredherandpickedNadiaup,takingherto

thebedroomandreadingherastory.

*************

LetangparkedhomelateatnightandfoundMasedi

waitingforhim,crying.

MASEDI:Ishealive?

LETANG:Unfortunately.

MASEDI:Letang,youdon’tunderstand,hewill…



LETANG:Leaveyoualone.Hedeletedthevideo.

MASEDI:Youmustbedisgustedwithme.

LETANG:(takingherhandsandkissingthem)

Nothingcaneverdisgustmeaboutyou.Iknow

whatit’sliketodowhatyouhavetodotosurvive.

AllIhaveisadmirationandlove.Anyway,Ididn’t

watchit.Didn’tneedto.Andit’sgone.SomehowI

dobelieveitwastheonlycopy.Hewasarrogant

enoughtobelievehimselfuntouchable,sohe

wouldn’tbotherwithacopy,hesaidasmuch.Sedi,

whydidn’tyoutellme?

MASEDI:Mhh,let’ssee,howwasIsupposedtosay

this?Hey,husband,soIhadbeensleepingwiththis

otherdudebecauseheisblackmailingmewitha

videohetookwhilehedidnastythingstomein

orderformetoearnmoneytopayforyour

treatmentofanaccidentyoucausedtryingtokill

yourselfafteryoubetametoapulpinfrontofour

kidsandgaveyourmistressallourmoney?

Helookeddownsadly.

LETANG:IwishIcouldtakeitallback.EverythingI



didtoyou.

MASEDI:Noyoudon’t.Ifyoudid,youwouldhave

stoppedallthisbullshit.AtmyageIamstillbeing

calledbyseniorschoolkidstodisclosethecolorof

myhusband’sunderwear?Eh-ehLetang.Lewena

youwouldn’ttoleratethat.I’mfilingfordivorce.

LETANG:What?Sedino,please…please…

Hecametokneelinfrontofher,holdingbothher

hands.

LETANG:Masedi,I’mbeggingyou…givemea

chancetodobetter.Sedi,youknowItry.Ionly

cheatwhenIstartfeelingmyeffortsarenot

reciprocated.

MASEDI:.Wow.Soit’smyfaultyouareawhore?

LETANG:No,no!Iamnotsayingthat.I’mjust…Sedi,

please…givemeachancetoproveIcanbethe

manyoudeserve…hmm…justonemorechance?

Hepulledhertoherfeetandkissedher.

************

BoitumelolaidinbedwithOtengasheplayedwith



herhair.

OTENG:So,nowwhat?What’snextforus?

BOITUMELO:Anythingyouwant.AllIknowisI

wannabewithyou.

TherewasaloudbangatthedoorandFabien

yelling.

OTENG:Andthen?

BOITUMELO:I’msosorry,I’lljust…

OTENG:No,I’llgohandleit,stayhere.

Hewenttothedoorandclosedbehindhim.

OTENG:HowmayIhelpyou?

FABIEN:Whereisthatdementedbitch?Whereis

she,Iknowsheishere,Iputatrackeronherphone.

OTENG:Andyouwonderwhysheisleavingyou?

Whatkindofpsychoputsatrackerontheirlover’s

phone?

FABIEN:Youdon’tknowwhatsheiscapableof!

Thisbitchisevil.Italkedtoherex…I’dalways

hatedthemanthinkingheabusedher,butyouhave



noideawhatshedidtohim…kidnappedhimand

almostkilledhim…themanlosteverything

becauseofher.Sheusespeopleanddiscardsthem

whenshenolongerneedsthemorsheisboredor

whatever.

OTENG:Coolstorybro…whatdidyousayIcould

helpyouwithagain?

FABIEN:IwantBoitumelo.Now!

OTENG:Sorry,can’thelpyouthere…

FABIEN:Thefuckyoumean?Youdon’twanna

messwithmeboy,Ihavefriendsinhighplacesin

thisverycountryand…

OTENG:Youdoknowthatthechiefofpoliceismy

fatherright?Wannatellmemoreaboutyourcorrupt

friends?Fuckoff.

FABIEN:Sheisusingyou…samewaysheusedme

andMaraandLetang.Thisbitchisfuckingpoison.

OTENG:Youarenotgonnatalkaboutherlikethat…

getout.

FABIEN:(yelling)Boitumelo,Iknowyouareinthere,



youcrazybitch!Soyouarenotevengonnacome

faceme?

BoitumelowatchedFabienthroughthewindow,

tearsrunningdownherface.

Shenevermeanttohurtanyone,hewaswrong…

shewasn’tthatkindofperson.

Wasshe?

Whatifhewasrightthough,whatifshereallywas

poison?

ShewasgonnadestroyOteng’slife…shewas

gonnahurthimtoo.Fabienwasagoodmanwho

neverdidanythingtohurther…allheeverdidwas

loveherandprovideforher,andshejustdumped

himlikethatwhenhewasnolongernecessary.

Sheheardthemargueabitmore,thenFabienleft

andOtengcamebackin.

OTENG:Babe,whyareyoucrying?

BOITUMELO:I’msorry…

OTENG:No,no…that’snotyourfault.Heis…



BOITUMELO:Ican’tdothisO.T.I’lljustendup

hurtingyoutoo…FabienisrightI’mtoobroken…I

needtimetobeonmyown.Workonmyselfand

heal…I’msosorry.

OTENG:No

BOITUMELO:IloveyouOteng,Ireallydo.Ijust…I

don’twannnahurtyoulikeIdidFabien.

OTENG:Wearedonehavingyoudecidewhat’s

goodforme,I’magrownassman,olderthanyour,

forGod’ssake…

BOITUMELO:(sobbing)I’mjusttryingtoprotectyou.

OTENG:Whoaskedyouto?Iamnotlettingyour

insecuritiesruinthisforus.I’mabigboy.IfIget

hurt,guesswhat,youarenotthefirst.Icantakeit.I

loveyou,Boitumelo.AndIhavespentwaytoo

muchtimeawayfromyoubecauseIchosetolisten

toyourinsecurities.Ifyoucantellmeyoudon’tlove

me,I’dleaveyoualone.Butthat’snotthecan.You

arenotrunning..Notanymore.

Shesobbedloudlyandhepulledhertohischest,

kissingherforehead.



OTENG:I’mnotgonnahurtyouBoitumelo.Don’trun

fromme.Iloveyou,allofyou,exactlythewayyou

are.

************

Sapelosatinherbedroomalonethinkingof

Ephraim.Wow,sohehadmovedonalready.

AndwithMalebogo?ThatwasMalebogo’svoice,

shecouldtell.

ShewetoMalebogo’sFacebook,findingnothingto

indicatetheyweretogether…

Lord,whatwasshedoing!Ephraimwasright,what

hedidwasnolongerherbusinesshewasjustthe

fatherofherkids.

Shewipedatearshehadnotevenrealizedwas

runningdownhercheek.Thistrulybetterpass,

becauserightnowithurtsobadtothinkofhimwith

anotherwoman.

************

3yearslater….

***********
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Sapeloclosedthegardenandgotinhercar,

answeringacallfromhertenyearsoldson.

AEDIRWE:Mom,mom!OhmyGod,dadishome!

LikeliterallyjustlandedinFrancistown!CanIgo

seehim?

AftertheirdivorceEphraimhadnotbeendoingso

well,drinkingtoomuchandawholelotof

irresponsiblebehaviour.Hisbrotherhadliterally

forcedhimtogoworkwiththeirpartnerintheUS.

Hehadonlykeptcallingthekidseveryday,and

sincetherewasneverreallyanymajordecisions

aboutthekidslives,therewasneverreasonforhim

totalktoher.

She’daddedhimonFacebookwithafakeaccount…

thepastfewmonthstherewasalotofphotoshe

wasalwaystaggedonbysomewhitegirl.



Whatever,shehadjuststartedseeingsomeoneelse

herself.Hewasagoodguy,madeherlaugh,an

accountant…sweetandkind.Andsheenjoyedhis

company.

Sheansweredacallfromherfriendswantingtotalk

aboutthesurpriseweddingvowsrenewalLetang

wasdoingforMasediontheirtenyearwedding

anniversary.

Shedidn’tmeantosoundbitter,butMasediwas

beingnaïvethinkingthatmanhadchanged.

Nobodyjustchanges.Shemightnothaveproof,but

Letanghadprobablyjustfoundawayofbeing

creativewithhiswhoringsohedidnotgetcaught.

*************

MasedisatintherestauranteatingasBoitumelo

walkedin.

BOITUMELO:Bathong,lehagotweng,wenayouare

eatingforafamilyoffour…withtwodogs.

MASEDI:(laughing)LeavemealoneBoity,I’m

pregnant.



BOITUMELO:(laughing)Andyoustilllooklikea

toothpick!Youliterallynevergainweight,whythe

helldoyoustillhaveabs,youarepregnant!Iswear

youareGod’sfavourite.

Shelaughedandstuffedagarlicbreadinhermouth.

MASEDI:(laughing)Hatersgonnahate.OhmyGod

Boityisthatsomebling?OhmyGod!

Shestoodupexcitedlyandhuggedheras

Boitumelosmiledshyly.

BOITUMELO:Heaskedwhilewewereinholiday!I

just….OhmyGodheactuallywantstomarryme!I

knowhelovesmeandall,but…wow!

MASEDI:Nobuts,youdeserveit.Youareagood

personBoity,anddeservegoodthings.Iamgonna

keepremindingyouofthatuntilyoubelieveit.How

haveyoubeen?

BOITUMELO:Reallygood.Iamtakingmymedsand

keepinglowstresslevels.Ionlyhaveanalterpop

onceinawhilenowadays!Howareyouandthe

brats?



MASEDI:(laughing)Ateenagegirl,atenyearold,

andaneightyearoldboywhilepregnant,girl,how

youthinkI’mdoing?I’mgoingcrazy!Yesterdaythey

camewithmetoshootingacommercial.Joh!

Anyway,BoycieaskedaboutyouwhenIsaidIwas

comingtoseeyou.

BOITUMELO:Oh

MASEDI:Ithinkyoushouldseatdownwithhimand

explainthatyoudidn’tabandonhim…itwasthe

bestdecisionforhim.

BOITUMELO:(uncomfortable)Uhm…nothanks.

Shallweorder?

MASESI:Boitumelo,whatareyougonnadowhen

thatmanyouaremarryingwantskids?

BOITUMELO:Hedoesn’t,Igotmytubestiedandhe

supportedit.Canwestoptalkingaboutthis?Let’s

talkaboutyourbabyshower.

*********

Ephraimwalkedhisbrother’shome,Nadiarunning

tohimfromwherehisbrother’sdaughterwas



platingthelittlegirl’shair.

HehadstrongarmedMalebogointohavingNadia

staywithhisbrother’sfamilywhilehewasabroad.

NADIA:Daddy!Aesaidyouwerecoming,Ithough

hewasjoking!

EPHRAIM:(laughing)OfcourseIcame,biggirl.I

missedyou.Haveyoubeengood?

NADIA:Iwasthebest,youcanaskmyauntiesor

Ataliah.OntheweekendIwenttoseemybrother

andsistersatauntySasa’s.

Hetalkedtoherforabit,thenwenttoputhisbag

downandfoundhisbrother.

************

AfewdayslaterMasedisatinadressingroomat

Sapelo’sgarden,whileSapeloandtheothergirls

fussedoverher.

SAPELO:Awesome,comeon,letsgo,peopleare

waiting.

Sapelotookherhandandwalkedwithhertothe

outsideoftheroom,Masedigaspinginahappy



surpriseasshesawtheredcarpet,allherfriends

seatedinwhitelawchairsunderawhitetent,and

Letang,thathandsomedevillookingsogoodina

tuxedostandingunderacanopy.

MASEDI:(laughingandsniffling)OhmyGodwhat’s

this…

Penelopestoodupfromherseatwithasmileand

handedherabouquetofflowers.

MASEDI:(laughing)Wenaokanthekisangwanaka,

howdidyouhideallthesefromme?

PENELOPE:(laughing)Fortherightprice,yea,I

couldkeepthingshush.

Shethrewherhandsoverherinahug.

PENELOPE:Iloveyousomuchmama,thankyou

forchoosingtobeourmama.

MASEDI:(sobbing)Aww,Penny,don’tmakemecry.

AndIloveyoutoo,baby.

Letanglookedatthemwiththebiggestsmile.His

wifetookallstepmomstereotypesandflungthem

inthetrash.ManypeoplehadnoideathatPenny



andBoycieweren’tevenhers,lookingathowmuch

shedotedonallofthemequally.AndnowPenny

wasfinallygettingthesistershehadalways

wanted.

LETANG:Uhm..MsPen,mayIhavemywifeback

now?

PENELOPE:(laughing)Okhater…

Masedikissedheronthecheekandwalkeddown

theaisleagainasaweddingballadtheyplayedon

theirweddingdayplayed.

ShestoodinfrontofLetangwithabigsmileashe

tookbothherhandsandkissedthem,thenkisses

herforehead.Thepastorsaidafewwords,then

askedthemtosaytheirrenewedvows.

LETANG:MasediThebe.Tenyearsagoonthisday,

Ipledgedtoloveyouinsicknessandinhealth,and

forbetterorworse.Youhavebeenbymyside

throughitall,thebeatmomentsofmylife,andthe

worst.Wecreatedafamily,ahome,andalife

together.Wehavehadourupsanddown.Thepast

yearshastestedourvows,butourenduringlovefor



oneanotherhasprevailed.Icomeheretodayto

makeafreshstart,torenewourvowsoflove,honor,

andfidelity,andtoreaffirmmyloveforyou.Thank

you,forbeingmyrock,mycompass,andmyvoice

ofreason.Ilookforwardtotherestofmylifewith

you.

Shesobbedwithasmileashewipedhertearwith

hishand.

MASEDI:OhmyGod.I’mstill…I’mblownaway.And

Idon’tevenhavevowswrittenbecauseIjustfound

outaboutthisrightnowasIwalkedouthere.SoI

willjustspeakfrommyheart.I’llbelyingifIsaid

therestofourmarriagewaseasy.ButwhatIcan

sayforsureis,ithasbeenworthit.Bothmy

husbandandIhavebeenwronganddonewrong.

Wehadtreatedeachotherunfairlyattimes,and

maybeeventakeneachotherforgranted

sometimes.Wecametoapointwereitseemedlike

theonlywayforwardwastocallitquits.You

refusedtogiveuponus,andonthatnote,Ican

foreverbegrateful,becausethepastthreeyears,

youshowedmeamanIhavealwaysdreamedof.A



fatherofworth,whoheadsthehouseholdwithlove

andtheLord’sguidance.AhusbandofwhichIam

proudtosubmitmyselfwhollytohisleadershipas

theheadofthehouse,andIloverIamexcitedto

growoldwith.So,onthisdayagain,LetangThebe.I

vowtolove,honor,respect,andsubmittoyouasa

wifeshould.Ipromisetobeyourpeace,notthe

reasonyouneedtorunaway.Ipromisetobeyour

friendandyourconfidant.MayGod’sblessings

foreverbeuponyou.

Nowsheleanedtowardshimandkissedhis

foreheadashiseyestearedupemotionallythinking

ofwhattheyhadbeenthroughtogether.

*************

Aftertheceremonypeopleateanddancedaround

inthehall.

BoitumelolookedatLetang.Hestoodchattingwith

twoguyshehadaresemblanceto.

Throughouttheday,hehadn’tevensparehera

glance.Notthatshewantedhimto.Shejusttruly

hopedhewasbeingtrueandhewouldmake



Masedihappy.Shedeservedit.

ShewatchedBoycieamusingsmallkidswitha

magictrick.Helookedsomemuchlikehisfather.

Sheapproachedhim.

BOITUMELO:Cooltrick.

BOYCIE:Thanks.

BOITUMELO:Youlookreallyniceinyoursuit.

BOYCIE:Thanks,mymomhaditcustommadefor

whenIreceivedmychessaward.

BOITUMELO:Youplaychess?DidyouknowI

playedtoo?

BOYCIE:Ok…ifyouarelookingformama,thereshe

is.

BOITUMELO:Iwasactuallyhopingtospeaktoyou

someday.Ifyoulikewecouldgoforicecream.

BOYCIE:Nah,I’mgood.Daddysaidyouaremad

crazyandoncekidnappedmeandtriedtokillme.

HesaysIcan’tgoanywherewithyou.

BOITUMELO:Iwasjust…



BOYCIE:Pennysaysyouarethereasonwehadto

bepoorwhenwewerelittlebecauseyoutookallof

ourmoney.Iknowyouarelikemymotheror

whatever,butIdon’tlikeyou,soIthinkIwillsayno

totheicecream.

Hewalkedoffandchasedaboutwithotherkids.

MasediwalkedovertoBoitumeloandhuggedher.

MASEDI:Heisnotabadboy…justgivehimtime.

AndI’llgivehimatalkingto.

BOITUMELO:No,heisright.Heisbetteroffwithout

me.

OtengwalkedovertothemandkissedBoitumelo’s

cheek.

OTENG:Iwaslookingalloverforyou.HeyMasedi,

wassup.

MASEDI:Besideseatingsixpiesaday?Ican’t

complain.

OTENG:Congrats…theyaresuchablessing,aren’t

they?

LetanghadwalkedovertothemandheldMasediby



thewaist,rubbingherbell.

LETANG:Thebestever.Iamblessedwiththisgirl.

ThatProverbs31kindofwoman.

OTENG:Congrats.Iknowwestartedonabadnote,

butyourwifeisliterallylikeasistertomyfiancée,

soabeersometimes?

LETANG:Surething.Justletmeknowwhen.Sedi,

come,letmegofeedmyprincessbeforeshestarts

kickingyou.

Hetookherhandsandledhertoachair,wavingat

someguyswhowereleaving.

MASEDI:Whoarethosetwo?

LETANG:That’sLeviandMaatla.Iusedtodosome

workwiththemwhenIwasstillhustling.Iraninon

themtheotherdayandinvitedthem.Somincedpie?

MASEDI:Andseswaa,andsometrifleplease…oh,

andajuice.

Helaughedandkissedherhead.

LETANG:Geneticsaresonotfair.Howdoyoustill

looklikeafuckingrunwaymodeleatinglikethat?If



IateevenhalfofthatI’dbeaballon.Thankfor

stickingwithmetheseroughpasttenyearsbabe.I

sweartoyoufromhereonitsallparadise.

************

Sapelosatwiththegirlseatingandchatting.She

keptstealinglooksatEphraim,whowassitting

withhisbrothersandtheirwives.Didhecomewith

anyone?

God,,didhejustwinkather…

No,sheimaginedit.Hedidn’tevenlooklikehe

noticedher.

Hewatchedhimtalktosomegigglinggirlashe

sippedhisdrink.

Ahhh,therehewas…allabouttheladies.

Shedidgooddivorcinghisass.Herphonestarted

ringing,andshewentoutsidetogetawayfromthe

noise.

Itwasherboyfriend.

Shewalkedabitfurtherintothegardenbehindthe

wall.



SAPELO:Heybabe…

HIM:Hey…I’msosorryIcouldn’tmakeit.

SAPELO:Hey,it’sok,don’tsweatit.Imissyou…

Shefeltastrongarmtakingthephonefromherand

hangingup,thenpinninghertothewallashe

kissedherwithanintensehunger,herlipsmoving

attheirvolition,matchinghisrhythm...draggingher

intoawhirlwindofemotionsthatfeltlike…home.

************

THEEND

************
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