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INTRODUCTION

–5YEARSAGO–

Iwaitedanxiouslyforthewomanofmydreamsto

comedownandcometome.Theweddingwas

supposedtohappen4hrsagoandstillshewasnot

here.Iwatchedpeoplequestionandtalkandleave.

Thepaparazziwouldnotstoptakingpicture.Icould

feelmypalmssweat.Thechurchwasfeelingvery

small.Thechurchwasgettingveryhot.Thechurch

wasnotasbrightasitwaswhenIfirstgothere.

Him:whatisgoingonson?

IlookedathimasifIhavetheanswersasifIknew

whatisgoingon

Him:thisisembarrassinggolookforher

Franco:fatherpleasemaybeshewillbehere

Him:shutup!Bothofyoureuseless,bothofyou



cannotdoathingright

Franco:howissherunningawayourfault?

Him:becauseyouareweak!

Iunfastenedmytie,itwasstartingtofeelhot,itwas

chokingme.Ican’tbreatheIneeditoff

Franco:callingusweakispathetic!Youarethe

worstfatherever!

Him:afatherthatmadeyouandnowfeelslike

takingyouout

Me:ENOUGH!

Iturnedandrealisedeveryonewasstaringatus,it

doesn’tmatternoneofthismatters…Ineedtofind

herandIneedtoknowwhy

Me:Iwillfindher,soifyouwouldstopfighting

Him:seethisiswhatIamtalkingabout

Me:fatherthatisenough!

Iwalkedoutandwenttoherchangingroom,

knockingandtonoavailincreasedmyanxiety,what

ifsheisdead?Whatifsheiskidnapped?Whatif….



NoIdon’twantto….

Ikickedthedooropenedandfoundtheroomempty.

Therewasnosignofher,Islowlywalkedaround,I

couldhearmyheartbeat,Icouldfeelthesweatslip

downmyforeheadtowardsmyneck.Icouldfeelthe

groundbecomeheavierwitheverystepasIwalked

searchingformymissingloverfortheloveofmylife.

Ifoundapinkletterwithapinnedbutterflyonit.My

headimmediatelytoldmewhatitwasbutmyheart

refusestobelieveitshewouldneverleaveme.I

gavehereverythingsheneeded.Igaveherthelove

andsupportsheneededIlovedher

“DearMichaelIcannotcontinuetobesomethingI

amnot.Iamnothappy,Iamnotinlovewithyou.I

havenodoubtinyourlifethatyouwouldmake

anotherwomanhappy,youarekind,sweetand

honest.Youknewhowtotreatmelikeaking.ButI

amnotthequeenyoudeserve.Youdeserve

someonewhowillloveyouandiswillingtogiveyou

afamily.IaminlovewithTom.Youbestfriend,I

usedyoutogettohimandhewasalwaysloyalto

you.ItissadthatIwillneverloveyouthewayIlove



him.Itisneitheryoursnorhisfault.Icannot

continuetouseyouandIhopeyoufinditinyour

hearttoforgivemeIknowthisisunforgivable.This

istheworstbetrayaleverandforallIamtrulysorry.

Pleasetrytounderstandandpleasedon’tthink

aboutmeeveragainandIwilltrytodothesame

GoodbyeMichael

LoveBella”

Ilookedattheletteroverandoveragain.“Dear

Michael”.Icouldhearitinhervoice.“Iloveyou

Michael”wasallthatwasreplayinginmymind

thinkingofthetimeweconfessedourlove.Thinking

ofallthelovewemade.Thesoftnessofherskin,the

sweettendertouchofherhand.Itwasallfake,she

neverlovedshelovedmybestfriend.ShelovedTom

sheplayedwithmeandIallowedher.Allthetime

shehosteddinnerandaskedmetocallTomandhis

wifefordinner.AllthequestionsaboutTomandIat

work.ShewasmoreconcernedforTomshenever

love.

Icouldfeelmyangerraising,Icouldfeelmytears

comingout2yearswastedbyaselfishwoman



Him:Michael

Istoodupandopenedthedoormakingeyecontact

withmyfather

Him:whereisshe?

Ilookedathimangry

Me:doyouseeherhere?Doyouseeherinhere?!

Franco:Iwilltellthepeopletogo

Him:youdothat(heturnedtome)Ihaveneverin

mylifebeingthishumiliated.Ishouldhaveletyou

die,Ishouldhaveleftallofyoutodie.Ishouldhave

abortedyou

Me:whathaveIdone?

Him:youareawasteofafuckensperm

Me:father

Him:shutup!Youarestupidyoucouldn’tevenmarry

aplainsimplegirl.Idon’thavemuchtimeMichael

andyoucouldn’tevengivemeasecondgeneration

heir.Youarebothuselesstome.Icandieinpeace

rightnowknowingmysonsareweakandpathetic.



You….

Hedidn’tfinishhissentenceandheldhisheart

Him:Itoldnevertotreatthesebitchesthewayyou

did,andnowIamapatheticoldmanwithabig

companyandnograndchild.Ihaveneverbeenso

disappointed,everyonewillbetalkingaboutus!My

reputationeverythingdownthedrain.Theruthless

manimageIbuiltisgone,theynowknowtwo

weaklingsareleftbehind.Youaremybiggestregret

HestartgaspingforairandImovedclosertohim

Me:fatherpleasedon’tdie,pleasestaywithme

Irushedovertohissideashecollapsed.Ihateyou

Bella,Iwillmakeyoupayforthis.Iguessheisright

everywomandeservestobetreatedlikerubbishand

Iwilltreatthemthatway.Igaveonemyheartand

shetoreit.Iwillnevermakethatmistakeeveragain.

ThisisavowImaketomyself.

Iwatchedmyfathergetwheeledtothehospital.I

promiseyoufatherIwillgetyouthesecond

generationyouneed.Iwillneverdisappointyouever

again



–5YEARSLATER–

*AMELIA*

MynameisAmelia,Iam21yearsolddoingmyfinal

yearinvarsity.Ineverhadaneasylifeatall.Iam

borninamiddleclassfamilyandtrulyspeakingwe

havehadourfairshareofbeingbrokeandhavinga

mealtoeatatnight.Iamraisedbymysinglemother

Pearl.Sheisasweetwomanwhohasherfairshare

ofbattlewithlifeespeciallyherdisease.Ihavemet

myboyfriendGeorgeduringourfirstyearandI

alwaysthoughthewasjustplayingbutIchangemy

mindnowthatIrealisehowserioushereallyisbut

herewearethreeyearslater

TodayIwokeupfeelingverydifferently.Iwokeup

knowingthatlaterIwasgoingtogetmyresultsand

finallyIwillgettograduatenextyearthankthe

heavens.FinallyIamgoingtohelpmymotherwith

hermedicationandshewillgetthepropertreatment.

Irolledoutofbedandsatupstraightjustthinkingof

allthepossibilitiesthatawaitsmenow.FinallyI

don’thavetostudyorlooksleeplateorstressout,



butfornowatleastIhaveagoodpayingparttime

jobbeforeaproperjobwhichmymomdoesnot

knowabout.Whiledeepinthoughtmydooropened

andafreshsmellofcoffeehitmynostrils

Her:goodmorningsweetheart

Iopenedmyeyesaftersniffingthecoffeeandmade

eyecontactwithher

Me:momhowareyou?

Shesmiledandhandedmethecoffeeandkissedmy

forehead

Her:betternowthatyouaregettingyourfinalstoday

sweetheart.Iamreallyproudofyou.Youworked

yourbuttoffandIknowyouwilldomeproud

Ismiledwhenshesaidthisandtookasipofmy

coffeeanddamnthiswomanisagoddessofcoffee

makingIswear

Me:andfinallyIcangetajobtohelpyou

Her:honeystop,ItoldyouthatIcantakecareof

myself

Iknowthisspeech,Ihaveheardthewholeyear.I



justwantedtowaitabitbeforeIsurpriseher

Me:mompleaseIjustwanttohelp

Her:Iknowbutyouneedtolivebabyyouhavealife

outsideofmine

Ibowedmyheaddown

Me:momyouhavecancerandyouneedproper

treatment

Her:whatIneedisahappydaughter,nowtellme..

HowisGeorge?

Ismiledwhenshesaidthisknowinghowclosethey

havebecomerecently

Me:heiscomingoverandwearegoingtocheckthe

resultstogether

Her:okaythenjustgofreshenupandhandmeyou

coffeecup

Ilookedatmynowemptycupandhandeditoverto

her.ShewalkedoutandImademybedbefore

rushingtothebathroomtotakeashower.Ichanged

intomynottoorevealingdress,can’tstartmyfirst

daylookingunprofessionalandfixedmyponytail



sprayedonmyperfumeandwalkedoutgoingtomy

motherIfoundhercoughingbadlyandIstoodasI

watchedherspitebloodinthetissueandshetried

tohideit.Iwalkedclosertoherandhuggedherfrom

behind

Me:itisgettingworsemom

Her:youareworriedfornothingsweetheart,pleaseI

willbefine

Iwalkedovertoherandsquattedinfrontofher

Me:stopbeingstubbornandallowmetohelpyou

Shesmiledthroughherpainandstartedcoughing

again.Itpainedmyhearthearinghercoughand

struggletobreathe.Idon’tcarewhatshesaysIam

gladItookthisjobnowshecanbetreatedina

propercarefacilityIknowsheneedsthisasmuch

asIneedit.
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ShelookedatmeasIstooduptohelpherlaydown

Her:IthoughtyousaidGeorgeiscomingtoviewthe

resultswithyou



Ilookedatmydressandsmiledtomyself

Me:yesbutIdon’thavetositthewholedaywaiting

forGeorgemom.Heknowshiswayaroundthe

houseandbesideheiscomingatlunchtime.WhileI

havesomeerrandstodomylifedoesn’tdependon

Georgie

Icheckedthetimeandwhichwas9:30luckilyIgot

anemailsayingIstartwhentheBosscomesinat

10:30becauseheistheonewhowillshowme

everything

Me:momIhavetogo

Ikissedhercheekandshelookedreallyworried

Her:whereareyougoing?

Me:Iwillbebackatlunchtime

Itookoutmyphonerequestingataxitocomeget

mesinceIdidn’thaveacarwithme.Assoonasthe

cabarrivedIgotinanditdrovemestraighttomy

newworkplace.Istoodthereadmiringthetall

buildingwrittenBoltINC.Itookonelongdeep

breathejustthinkinghowIamgoingtosurvivethis



bigworld.Theatmospherewasweirdandeveryone

keptcomingandgoingeveryonewasinbusiness

suitsandhereIwaswithmydress.Iclosedmyeyes

andtookthefirststeptomynewdirection.Tomy

newlife,themomentIreachedthedoor,someone

accidentallypushedme.Itriedtobalancemyselfbut

Icouldn’tandIfellintosomeoneelseandIfeltthe

personholdme

Him:Iamsorrymiss

Iturnedtowardstheguywhopushedmeand

flashedhimandgavehimasmileasatokenofyou

areforgiven,Ilookedattheguywhoheldmeandhe

hasahardfacewhichwashardtoread.Mywhole

bodytensedupandItriedtostandbutmywhole

bodywasshakingIlostbalanceagainandheheld

ontightly

Me:Iamsorry

Hedidn’tsayanythinghejustlookedatmeand

finallyreleasedhishandsoffmelikeIamshocking

himorsomethingandIfellontheground.Istoodup

fixingmyselfandtryingtohidemyembarrassment.



Myfeltbloodrushtomycheeks.Heturnedaround

andwalkedawayfrommewithoutsayinganything

atall.Thereceptionistcametome

Her:areyouokaymiss…?

Inoddedandlookedather

Me:IamfinethankyouIjustneedaglassofwater

IrealisedmywholebodywasshakingandIneeded

tocomedown.Shegavememyglassandwalked

backtoherdesk.Ifinisheddrinkingmywaterand

walkedovertoher

Me:thankyou

Shesmiledandwentbacktotyping

Me:Iamhereonmynewjob

Shestoppedtypingandlookedatme.Shetookouta

bookandlookedatitbeforelookingatme

Her:Amelia?

Inoddedandshecontinuedtolookatme.Shestood

up

Her:followme



Wewalkedtotheliftsandshepressedthe6thfloor

Her:mynameisJolie,butyoucancallmeLee,nowI

amgoingtogiveyouafewtips.Helikeshis

boardroomneatandsetintime.Heneversmiles

andlikespeoplewhoareflexibleandfastthinkers.

Sodon’tgivehimareasontohateyou

Me:gotit

Her:thisissoexciting,finallythereisanotherhotgirl

inthebuildingapartfrommeobviously

Sherolledhereyesandlookedatme

Her:alsoyouneedtochangeyouroutfittomorrow,

youneedtodressprofessionallygoodluck

Theliftstoppedandwebothgotoutandwalkedtoa

deskoutsidetheoffice.Itwasneatlypackedand

everythingwassetforme.Sheopenedthediaryand

showedmeeverything,hiswholediarywasfullhe

didn’tevenhavelunchtimeatall

Me:Idohavelunchtimeright

Shechuckledandlookedatme

Her:yes1hourlunchthat’sit



Ibreathedhappilywhenshesaidthis,atleastIwill

makeitintimetoaccommodateGeorgieandcome

backbeforeheknowit.

Her:thisisitfrommyside,Iwillseeyouatlunch

timemaybeandIwillintroduceyoutotherestofthe

staff

Inoddedandshewalkedawayhappily,shereally

wasabeautifulwoman.Longblondhair,widehips

andbustwithanotsoinvisibletummybutit

complimentedherentirebodycompletely.Isat

downbehindthedeskandfamiliarisedmyselfwith

theentireschedule.Tomorrowat8amhehasa

meetingwiththeinvestorsmeaningIhavetocome

earlyorsettheboardroomtonight.Isawatthe

bottomitwaswrittenbooktheboardroom.Icalled

Leeandaskedhertobooktheboardroom.I

continuedbrowsingthismeetingandhealsoadded,

printbluefilesandmaketencopieseach.Couldn’t

hetellmethis?IstoodupsearchingthefileandI

founditIbrowsedthroughitandithastomorrows

date.Atleastheisorganised.

Whileitwasprinting,Isawthatafterthemeetinghe



hasbreakfastwithaclientanditwaswrittento

confirm.WhatamIgoingtoconfirmifhehasn’ttold

meanything?Iturnedandlookedatthedoor,maybe

Icangoinandaskhim?Nowhatifhedoesn’tliketo

bedisturbed?ButIneedtosortouthisday.Istood

upandknockedonhisdoor.Therewasnoanswer.I

lookedathisscheduleforthedayandithadnothing

ofimportanceatthemoment.Iclosedmyeyesand

knockedagainwaitingforhimtoanswerand

nothing.Iopenedthedoorandsawhimtypingon

hisdeskmybodyfrozewhenIsawhim

Him:whatdoyouwant?

Hedidn’tlookatmeandcontinuedtotype,Iwanted

toturnandrunbutIjuststoodtherelikeIwasdumb.

Icouldn’tfindthewordsIjustlookedathim

Him:areyougoingtosayanythingorjustwastemy

timewhilethedoorisstillopenbecauseIpreferit

closed

SaysomethingAmeliaspeakdammitjustbecause

hedroppedyouatthereceptionareadoesn’tmean

anythingyoudidapologise.Heeventuallylookedup



andlookedintomyeyes.Hisfacedidn’tevengive

outanexpressionatall.Icouldn’treadifhewas

shocked,happyorangrynothinghejusthada

straightfaceonhisgorgeousfacestopitAmelia

Him:justgetoutifyouhavenothingtobloodysay!

Me:I….I…Iams…or…ryIboughtImean

Itookadeepbreathandhisexpressiondidn’t

change,ItriedtotakeastepandIlostmybalanceI

heldontothedoorandlookedathimagain

Me:sorry

Hejustlookedatmeandcontinuedtotype.DamnI

lostmyconfidence,balanceandhisattentioninone

day.

Me:sirIjustwantedtoconfirmyourbreakfast

tomorrowafterboardroommeeting

Him:isitimportant?

Me:IcameheretoconfirmsirbecauseIknew

Him:notavalidexcuse,isitimportantorwillit

wastemytime?



Me:everythinginbusinessisimportantsir,evenif

theclientmayseemlikeasmallfishaslongas

businessiscomingineverythingcounts

Helookedupandlookedatme

Him:fine

Ismiledandhisexpressionremainedthesame,he

lookedatthedoor

Iturnedandlookedatthedooraswell

Me:ohuhm

Ipointedatthedoor

Me:bye

Iclosedthedoorbehindmeandsatonthedesk

buryingmyheadonmyhandsjustgoingthrough,

confirmingandcancellingplansfortomorrow.

BeforeIknewit,itwaslunchtimeandIstarted

packing.IcantwaittoseeGeorgeandmymom
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Iquicklytookoutmyphoneandcontactedmycab,I

packedmylunchandrushedtogettomytab



bumpingintoLee

Her:areyounotjoiningmeforlunch?

Ilookedatherandsmiled

Me:canwedoitwhenIcomebackIpromisedIwill

befast

Shenodded

Her:pleasedon’tbelate,Ireallywantyoutomeet

everyone

Ismiled

Me:it’sapromiseIwillbeherebeforelunchisover

Irushedoutfindingitwaitingatthedoorforme.I

quicklyenteredandgavethedrivermydirections

home.ThemomentIcameoutIfoundhiscar

parkedonthedriveway.Ipaidthecabdriverand

enteredwalkedtothehouseandwalkedtothe

lounge.IfoundthemsittingindifferentseatsandI

joinedGeorgeonhisseat

Me:Georgie

Ikissedhischeek



Him:ItoldyouIhatethatnameitmakesmesound

likeawoman

Ilaughedandmomjoinedin,shestoodupand

brushedthetopofhishead

Her:letmeleaveyoukidsIwillseeyouwhenIreturn.

Youneedyourprivacy

Inoddedandsheleft.Heturnedtomesmilingand

wesharedadeepkissandheroamedhisfingerall

overmybody,IgentlypushedhimandsmiledasI

openedmyeyes

Him:sodidyoutellher?

Ishookmyheadandhekissedmyforehead

Him:itisokay,howwasthefirstdaythough?

Ithoughtattheeventsofthefirstfewhoursand

smiledlookingathim

Me:firstdaysarealwaysawkward

Him:youaretellingme

Hetookouthislaptopandswitchediton

Him:areyouready



Inoddedandweexcitedlylookedatscreen.

Him:mineoryours

Me:mine

Hechuckledandtypedmypassword

Wepatientlywaitedfortheresultstoshowandthe

momenttheypoppedIpassedwithtwodistinctions.

Ikeptlookingatmymarksandbackathim

Me:Ipassed

Ididn’tsoundconvincingandIneedtoconvince

myself

Me:Ipassed

Him:yesyoudid

Iturnedtowardshim

Me:honeyIpassed,ohmyGodIpassed

Ijumpedupanddownscreamingmymothercame

toseewhatthewholenoisewasabout.Irantoher

andhuggedher

Me:momIpassed



Her:youpassed?

Inoddedandsheistheonewhoendedup

screamingandjumpingupanddownwithme

Her:Ihaveaphysicianinthehouse

Ismiledandhuggedher

Me:wediditmom

Her:noyoudidit

IlookedatGeorgeandhelookedabitdown

Me:areyouokay

Him:Ihavetorepeatnextyearfailedthreemodules

Mom:heydon’tstress,it’sjustonemoreyear.

Beforeyouknowityouwillbedone

HenoddedandIhuggedhim.Momleftus

Him:Idon’tknowhowIamgoingtogetfundsfor

nextyear

Me:heybabyyougotme

Imadehimlookatmeandhelookeddeeplyintomy

eyes



Me:youwillgetthroughthiswithme,IamworkingI

willsaveenoughforyoumeandmymom

Him:honey

Me:don’tfightitbaby,Ipromiseitwillbethere

Westayedineachother’sarmsandIkissedhis

forehead,Icheckedthetimeandthirtyminuteofmy

lunchpassed.Ilookedathimwithpleadingeyes

Me:pleasedropmeoff

Henoddedandwebothgotintohiscar.Hedroveoff

likeamanicandarrivedwith15minutesleftwe

sharedakissandIwalkedintotheofficebuilding

andallthewaytotheofficelunchhall

Lee:ladiesandgentlemenhereisthenewP.A

Ilookedatallofthemandgreetedeachandevery

one.ItwasalotofpeopleandIforgotwhoiswho

becauseIhadtorushbacktowork.Ataround6I

watchedeveryoneleaveandwalkedtoboardroom

settingthetableupandwiththefiles.Thedoor

openedstartlingme,Iturnedandbumpedrightinto

himandIpulledmyselfupfromhim.Hewalked



awayandcheckedthefilesasIpreparedtowalkout

Him:tomorrow8amsharpIwantyouinthemeeting

Inodded

Him:andbreakfastmeetingyouwillbethere

Ilookedathimwhilehewasreadingthecontentin

thefile

Me:yessir

Him:dressprofessionallyandpresentableweare

runningareputablecompany

Me:yessir

Iwaitedformoreinstructionsaftermydresscode

insult

Him:whyareyoustillhere?

Iturnedtoleaveandwalkedtomydesk,Itookmy

bagsandrequestedacaboncemore.Igothome

deadtired,tookaquickshowerandgotdressedin

mypjsthemomentIlaidmyheadonthepillowit

waslightsout
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Iwokeupearlyinthemorningandcheckedthetime

itwas5am.Istruggledkeepingmyeyesopened

andcheckedmyphonetoseemessagesfrom

Georgetellingmegoodnightandhemissesme.As

wellasamessagefrommyoneandonlyfriendCarly

askingmetogooutwithhertocelebrateourresults.

IfeltbadlookingathermessagesandIstruggled

mybodytositup.Igotoffthebedgroaningand

walkedintotheshoweritwasastruggletogeta

shower.AssoonasIwasdoneIwalkedoutand

walkedpastmymother’sroomshehadacoupleof

tissueswithbloodonthefloorandherbodywas

halfhangingonthebed.Iwalkedinandliftedher

backproperlyonthebedandkissedherforehead

Me:Iamdoingthisforyoumom,youwillgetthe

propertreatmentIpromise

IhavebeenmakingalotofpromisesandIjusthope

Icanbeabletokeepthesepromises.Iquickly

grabbedanappleandrequestedforacab.Ikept

taking2secondsnapsuntilthedrivertoldmewe

havearrived.Igotoutandwalkedinthebuilding.

Thewholebuildingwasstillabitdarkanditwas



already6:30Iwalkedtotheboardroomand

switchedtheurnonforcoffee.

Icalledthecafeteriaforaplatterofsandwiches.I

satononeofthechairsandslowlybroughtmyhead

tothetable.Iwokeupwhenmyphonerangabout

thesandwiches.Igentlyplacedtheminthemiddle,

andswitchedtheurnonforthesecondtime.Oneby

onetheboardmemberscameinandIallowedthem

inwithasmile.IsawonethatlooksalmostlikeMr

Boltmaybetheyarefamily.Finallyhecameinand

hesatonhischair

Him:grabachairandsitnexttome

Ilookedaroundandrealisedhewastalkingtome

andIhurriedlytookachairandsatnexttohim

Him:takenotes,Ihatepeoplewhoareslowtothink

sodon’tmakemeregretinvitingyouhere

Inoddedandthemeetingcommenced

Him:thecompanyshareshaveplungedinthelast

twomonthsanyonecaretoexplain?

Theykeptquietandhebangedthetableinanger



Him:atthisratethecompanywillbeoutofmoney,

andyouarejuststaringatmelikebloodyfoolswho

don’thaveamindtothink

Franco:wemake500kaminutehowwillwebe

bankrupt

Him:itisthatmentalitythatgotalotofcompanies

outofbusiness.Thelittleweloseisastepcloserto

losingitallandIwillnottoleratethis

Theyallkeptquiet

Him:Idon’tquietpeople,Iwantideaspeople,how

dowetransformthecompanyaround.COMEON

PEOPLETHINK!

Thewholemeetingwasfilledwithhimshutting

downideasandcuttingpeopledowntosize.At10

themeetingwasofficiallyadjourned.Ibumpedto

theonewholooksliketheboss

Him:areyounew?

Inodded

Me:Ijustjoinedyesterday

Him:rough,sohowareyouenjoyingthecompany?



Ilookeddown

Me:itcouldbebadbutIamenjoyingit

Him:bythewayIamFrancoBolthisbrotherandyou

are?

Brothersitmakessense

Me:Amelia

Him:nicetomeetyouAmelia,sayyouareyoung,

whyaP.A?

Me:Iamdoingitforpersonalreasonsactually.Iam

doingitforthetimebeinguntilIgetaproperjob

Him:properjob?

Me:yesIpassedmyfinalsandgraduatingnextyear,

wasdoingphysiotherapy

Him:hmm,givemeacallwhenyouareseriousandI

willhookyouupwithafootballteamIknowwould

needyourexpertise.Thepayisnotthatgoodbutit

isastartforyourcareer

Iclappedmyhandsinexcitement

Me:thankyouthankyouverymuch



Henoddedshiftedhisgazeandliftedhishandsup

andreturnedhisgazebacktome

Him:IwillseeyouaroundAmelia

Me:thankyouoncemoreMrBolt

Him:Franco,MrBoltisgrumpybehindyou

IfrozewhenhesaidthatandImovedmyeyesonly

tryingtoactnormal

Him:Iwillleaveyouwithgrumpyoverthere

HeturnedandwalkedawayIfinallyturnedmybody

andmadeeyecontactwithhim.Helookedathis

watch

Him:wearelateforbreakfast,hurryletsgo

Inoddedandfollowedhimbehindandasheledthe

way,wegottohiscarandIopenedthedooratthe

backandentered.Heleanedhisheadandlookedat

me.Islowlygotoutofthecar

Me:sorry

Heshookhisheadandopenedthefrontpassenger’s

seatdoorandIhesitantlyenteredandheclosedthe



door.Hewalkedovertothedriver’sseatandbuckled

uplookedatmeandbuckledmeuptoowhichmade

mybodytenseupasIlookedheadon.Wedrovein

silencetotherestaurantandwemadeourwayto

theclient.Heandtheclientshookhands

Him:goodmorningMr…

James:MrGoodyJamesGoodyfromWoody

constructions

MrBoltjustlookedboredanddidn’tevenshowany

emotionsatall

Him:whyarewehere?

James:Iheardyouaretryingtobuildamall

Him:and?

James:wehaveagoodcompanydealwewillliketo

pitchtoyou

Hestilldidnotshowanyexpression.Hetookouthis

phoneandstartedtyping.Ifeltforthepoormanhe

wastrying

Me:goonsir



MrBoltturnedtomydirection

James:weareofferingtobuildtheentiremallwitha

cheaperratebutwithqualityproducts

MrBoltcontinuedlookingatmeanddidn’tsay

anything.Icouldfeelhiseyesdiggingdeepintomy

soulIdidn’twantthepoormantofeellikewe

wastedhistimeIfeltsorryforhim

Me:howwillweknowthattheproductsareoftop

quality?

MrGoodysmiled

James:wellwemanufactureourownproductsand

distributeittomanycompanies,wehaveabrandof

goodquality,andalsowehavebuiltmanymallsand

thebiggestmallinAfricawhichhasbeenstrong

runningsince

Me:Africaisacontinentandnotacountryhowcan

webesurewhichcountryyouaretalkingabout

Him:itisinKenyaanditisoneofthebiggestmall

since

Me:surewewillbelieveitwhenweseeit.Wewant



evidence,weneedtoinvestigateandweneedto

makesurethebrandwillnottaintourimage

Him:MrBoltareyougoingtosaysomethingthisisa

dealofalifetimeandyouaregoingtoletthisP.A

takeoverandruinthedealforyou?

HefinallyleftmygazeandIbreathedheavily.HereI

amfeelingsorryforhimandheisrudetome

Michael:shehasaskedquestionswhichareproper

andIthinkyoutheyarenotthathardtoexplainnor

answerascomparedtowhatIwouldhaveaskedif

youcannotanswerherthanIseriouslythinkyouare

wastingmytime

James:fine,youwillreceivealltheevidenceyou

needandIpromiseyouwillnotregretthis

HestoodupandshookourhandsbutIcouldn’tstop

myself

Me:whyus,whytheBoltcompanyhowarewegoing

tobenefitorwhatisyourcompanybenefittingfrom

this?

James:wewillgetintouch



HelookedatMrBoltandtotallydisregardedmy

question.IwatchedhimleaveandMrBoltcontinued

hisgazeonmemakingmefeeluncomfortable,I

turnedandIcouldn’treadhisexpressionitwas

blankasalways

Me:IamsorryforbeingforwardIshouldhavekept

quiet

Ilookeddown

Him:whydidn’tyoulookforajobwhichhasyour

qualifications?WhyaP.Awhenyoucouldhavebeen

aphysician?

Ilookedathimstartled,hemusthaveheardmeand

Francotalk

Me:likeIsaidtoyourbrotheritismoreofapersonal

reason

HestaredatmeandIlookeddown.Ifeltlikehis

gazesareburningmysoul

Him:areyougoingtoanswerme?

Me:Ididgiveananswer
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Ilookedathimandhisfacewasdarkerthanbefore,

itscaredmesomuchthatIbegantotalktoendthis

conversation

Me:it’sformymother’smedicaltreatment,she

needsexpensivemedicationandshecannotafford

it

Hedidn’tchangehisexpression

Me:thatiswhyIdecidedtogetajob,wehavebeen

strugglingabitfinanciallybutshedoesn’tknow

aboutthisjobandIneedtohelpher

WesatquietlyforawhileandIkeptmyheaddown

therewasnothingtosayatall

Him:Imighthaveasolutionforyourproblem.More

likeabusinessproposal

Ilookedupandlookedathim

Him:Iwantyoutobemysurrogatemother

Myheartjumpedabeatandmyeyeskeptshutting

themselvesoverandoverasmybodywas

absorbingtheshock,constrictingmythroatandI

chokedonmydrink



Him:Ihavemoneyandnochild,youhavenomoney

andamothercrisis.Igiveyoumoneyforrenting

yourbodyandyoucarrymychildit’sawinwin

situation

Istruggledtosayanythingasmybodywas

absorbingmoreshockconstrictingeverything

Him:Iwillallowyoutothinkaboutit,Ithoughtabout

itlastnightanddrewupacontractIknowwedon’t

knoweachotherbutIreallyneedachild,andyou

looklikeyouaresmartandwillpassgoodgenesto

mychild

Ithoughtaboutthis,Iamnotreadytobeamother

ami?IneverdiscussedbeingaparentwithGeorge

ever

Me:Iamnotreadytobeamother,besideIhavea

boyfriendGeorge

Imanagedtochokeoutandstruggledtomaintain

thepitchofmyvoice

Him:youwon’tbeinvolvedandyoucanexplainto

himthatthisismychild.Itwillbejustyoureggand

mysperm,wewon’tsleeptogetheroranythinglike



that

Me:apartofmewillbeapartofthechild

Him:andthatiswheretherelationends.Iwillgive

youtherestofthedayofftoreadthecontract

Isatthereindisbelievehewasbeingseriousabout

this

Me:I…ifIwasseriousaboutthisandthatisabigif

howmuchareyougivingme?

Him:moneyisnotaproblemforme500Kforthe

conceptionprocess500kforthedeliveryofthebaby

500kforpositiveresults

Thatisalotofmoneyjustforababy,ababyIwon’t

beapartof.AbabyIwon’tseegrow…

Him:IamsorryIsprangthatonyoubutIreallyneed

this

Me:willthe500kinvolvemycheck-upsandcravings

andmaternityclothes

WhyamIaskingasifIamconsideringthis?

Him:inthecontractyouwillseethatIhavewritten



thatyoushouldmoveinwithme

Movein?Nonono

Me:whataboutmymother?Myboyfriend?

Him:youwillhaveyourownprivateroomandit

won’tdisturbyoursandboyfriend’sprivacyyouwill

dowhateveritisyoudoandmostimportantlyyour

motheristhebiggestprioritynotyourboyfriend

Me:but…

Him:whathappenswhenyoubreakup?Yourmother

mightbedeadbecauseshedidnotreceiveproper

careandhe…hewillbelivinglifethebestway

Ilookedathimandthoughtofmymother,shereally

doesneedpropercare

Me:Ineedtothinkaboutit.ImeanIjuststarted,you

aremyboss,Idon’tknowyourname,andyou

intimidateme.Thefirsttimewemetwedidn’tsay

anythingatall

Therewasstillnoexpressionjustafacestaringat

me

Him:nameisMichaelBoltandCEOofBoltINCwe



areamultidisciplinarycompanywithengineersand

architectures.Therethatisallyouneedtoknow

Inoddedandlookedatthetime

Me:siryouhaveotherappointmentsandit’s12you

missedoutonsome

Hepackedhisthingsandstoodup

Him:givemeyourscheduleandIwillworktherest

ofmydaymyway

InoddedandItookoutmyphonecalledforacab

Me:thankyouforbreakfast

HestoodupasIwalkedtowardthedoorandlooked

atthecontractinfrontofme.AbabyIamgoingto

becarryingababy?WhataboutmyGeorgie?What

aboutmymom?Shedoesn’tevenknowIhaveajob.

But1.5mmightcomeinveryhandyforhercondition.

IscratchedmyheadIdidn’tevenseethecabwait

andleavebecauseItooktime,Imightaswellwalkit

willgivemetimetothink.Ihavebeeninthis

companyforonly2minutesandnowIneedtocarry

ababywhichismorethanmillions



Carly:friend!Amelia!Friend!Amelia!Lia!Ame!

Iturnedtoherdirectionandshepulledmeinfora

hug

Her:Ihavebeencallingyouforalongtime?Whyare

youwalkinghome?

Ilookedather

Me:Ihavealotonmymind

Her:shouldn’tyoubeworking?

Iclosedmyeyesandlookeddown

Her:don’ttellmetheyfiredyoufriendyouneedthis

job,yourmotherneedsthis.Sheisdyingandyou

couldsaveherwiththismoneyfriend

IlookeddownIcouldn’tevenlookatheroreven

speaktoher

Her:what’swrong?

Shetookmyheadandweheadedtoarestaurant,

sheorderedherfoodandIorderedaglassofwater

Her:readytotalk?



Ihandedherthecontractandshereadit.Hermouth

formedaperfectOandshelookedatmeandthe

contractaswell

Her:isthiswhatitis?

Inodded,Iamgoingtobreakmyneckwithallthis

nodding

Her:waitisthisM.BoltMICHAELBOLT?

Me:yes

Shescreamedandeveryonelookedatus

Her:thehottestbachelorinthebusinessworld!

Ilookedasshetookoutherphoneandshowedme

hispictureIkeptlookingatitandher

Me:thatistheone

IlookedbackatthepictureandIhavetoadmithe

wasratherdashing.Ihaveneverseenhiminthis

lightandItriednottobecauseIhaveGeorge.

GEORGE!IstillhavetotellGeorge.Iwonderhowhe

willtakethesenews

Her:yourbabyissogoingtobeabeauty



Me:Iwon’thaveababyatall,heisgoingtogetfull

custodyofthebaby.Iamnotreadytobeamother

atall.Iamfreshoutofcollegeandjuststartedmy

workliterallyyesterday

Shemovedherchairclosetomineandhuggedme

Her:itwillbealrightIamhereforyou,Iwillnever

abandonyouatallwhateveryoudecidewearedoing

itformother

Me:whataboutGeorge?

Shelookedatme

Her:honeywewillworkthatoutIamprettysurehe

willunderstandmotherneedsthis.Shedeservesto

live

Me:ifhehatesthis?

Her:thantoughnoonewillgiveyou1.5mthiseasily

Me:itismybody

Her:andyourmother,friendimaginealittleBolt

runningaroundandyouknowingyourgenes

contributed.IamsorryifIsoundlikeabitchbutyou

needthismoney.Comeonletmegetyouacab,you



can’tbewalkingaroundokay.Relaxeverythingwill

befine,everythingwillworkoutIpromise
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ItriedtosleepthewholenightandIcouldn’tItossed

andturnedjustthinkingofwhatheaskedofmeand

myfriendsupportingthisidea.Thisisreallyheavya

wholehumanbeing,butIcandothisformymom

sheneedsmyhelpofcourseshewillgetmyhelp.A

babyformymother’shealthIneedthisIlovemy

mothertobits.IneedtotalktoGeorge,Ineedtosee

him.Icheckedthetimeanditwas10pmIgotup

andworemyclothesIamgoingtohishomewe

needtotalk

Me:momIamleaving

Shedidn’tsayanything,Iopenedthedoorandfound

heronthefloorshewaslayinginthefloorandI

rushedtoher.Ishookherupacoupleoftimes

crying,asIwasabouttostandupandcallthe

paramedicssheopenedhereyesandlookedaround

beforelookingatme

Her:babycalmdown



Shewipedmytearsandlookedintomyeyes

Her:Idecidedtosleepontheflooritwashot

Mywholebodywasshaking,IthoughtIlosther.I

cannotlivewithoutmymother.Icannotsurvive

withoutheratall.IneedherIwantherIchooseher,I

willsacrificemywombforher

Me:momIwasabouttogotoGeorge

Shegotupandfixedherself,Istoodupaswellstill

shakingandshehuggedme

Her:babycalmdownplease,IpromiseIamfine.I

justdidn’tthinkyouwillcomeinatall.GotoGeorge

okay,Iwillstillbeheretomorrow

Me:momtomorrowweareputtingyouonthe

treatmentokay

Sheshookherhead

Her:mymedicalaidisexhaustedandIdon’ttrust

thegovernmenthospitalstheyarenotliketheones

weseeontheTVsyourgreysandanatomyokaysoI

willdohomemaderemedies.Besideslookhow

healthyIamrightnow



Iclosedmyeyesandtriedtoprocesswhatshesaid

andwhatIamgoingtosay

Me:momIhaveagoodpayingjobandIwillbeable

topayyourmedicals

Her:youwentaheadanddisregardedwhatIsaid

Me:mompleaseIcannotletyousufferlikethis

Her:babyplease,nowyourlifeisonholdandallyou

thinkingaboutismeandnotyourself.ThisiswhatI

didn’twant

Isawtearsinhereyes

Me:momjustallowmetodothisthingandI

promiseIwillstopassoonasyouarefine

Her:whatifInevergetfine?

Me:whatifyoudogetfineandyouruinitbynot

allowingmetohelpyou

Her:whatifitsstage4,Ihaven’ttakenmymedical

treatmentinawhile.Ihavebeenonlyonpainkillers

andhomemaderemediesIamscaredIdon’twant

youtobescareoflosingme.Sweetheartyou

deservelifeyoudeservealife



Shekissedmyforehead

Her:nowgotoGeorgeanddon’tstressplease

Me:howcanInotstresswhenIamlivingwithasick

woman

Her:Iwillstillbesickwhetheryoustayoryouleave

eitherwaybaby

ShewalkedawayandgotinherbedandIfollowed

her

Me:Iwillleaveononeconditionthatyoupromiseto

receivetreatmentstartingtomorrow

ShenoddedandIjoinedheronthebedandshe

wrappedherarmsaroundme.Iwokeupinthe

morningat5.Igotoutofbedandwalkedtothe

bathroomtofreshenup.Iworemyclothesand

calledacab,asIamabouttoenterIreceiveatext

fromMrBolttellingmeIcancomeinlaterafterI

havedecided.

Cabdriver:wheretomiss?

IgavehimGeorge’sdirectionandIkeptquietaswe

droveallthewaythere.Ireachedthedrivewayand



walkedallthewaytohisdoor.Iknockedonthedoor

andwaitedforhisresponse.Themomentheopened

hesawmeandwrappedhisarmsaroundme

Me:hey

Hewhisperedasleepyheyandpickedmeupaswe

walkedinside.WesatonthecouchasIwrappedmy

legsaroundhisabdomen

Me:didyoumissme?

Heburiedhisfaceonmyneckandpulledmyhair

backwithhisotherhand

Him:whataregoinghereatthistimeofthemorning?

HepulledbackandhelookedatmeallseriousandI

smiled

Me:becauseImissyouandIwantyoubadly.Iam

ready

HesmiledwhenIsaidthisandheimmediately

attackedmymouthandtriedtoliftmyshirtup“I

wantyoutobemysurrogate”keptplayinginmy

mindandIstoppedhimoutoffearandhelookedat

me



Me:sorry…weneedtotalk

IlookeddownandlickedmydrymouthhowdoI

begintobreakhisheart?Howishegoingtohandle

allofthis?

Him:thissoundsserious

Me:itis

Imovedfromontopofhimandsatnexttohim

Me:Igotanoffer

Hesatupandheldmyhand

Me:myboss….He….Well…Idon’tknowhowyouare

goingtotakethis.Heregoes.Heisaskingmetobe

hissurrogatemother

Hissmilefadedandhisgripbecametighter

Me:wellhewantsababyand…

Him:whatdidyousay?

Me:nothing,IdecidedtowaittotellyouthatIam

doingthisformymother.Thechildwontbemine

anditwillbelivingwithitsfather,Iwillbelivingmy

normallifejustwithababyinsidemystomachand



afterthebabywontbewithme

Hestoodupandheldhishead

Me:Iwontsleepwithhim,wewilldoitviaIUIso

therewontbeanysexualintercourse,andIwillbe

doingitformymother.Heisgoingtopayme…

Him:youhavegiventhisalotofthoughthaven’tyou?

Ishookmyhead

Him:youaregoingaheadaren’tyou?Whataboutme?

Us?

Me:wewillstillbetogether

Him:withanotherman’schild

Ishookmyheadwithfearandtearsbecausehe

lookedsohurt

Me:Iwon’tbeapartofthechild’slife

Him:youhavetoldmetowaitforyouuntilyouhave

finishedbeforeIcantouchyouandnowyouare

planningtohaveanotherman’schild.Areyoueven

preparedtobeamother?Areyouevenreadyfor

pregnancy?Youwillhaveapartofhimforever



HasheheardanythingIsaid?Istoodupandwalked

tohim.Iputmyhandaroundhisneckandmade

himturntoface.Herestedhisforeheadonmineand

wemaintainedeyecontact

Me:listenIwon’tsleepwithhimandIwon’tbeapart

ofthebaby’slife.Iwillsignacontractgivinghim

away.AndIstillwon’tbe“touch”becauseheisnot

doingthisthenaturalway.Iwillneverbetrayyou.

Him:finethanlet’ssleeptogethernow,letmebethe

onetobreakitandhecaninsertthebabyafterward

Imovedfromhimindisbeliefwhatishetalking

about,isthiswhatheisupsetabout?Thefactthat

anothermanwillputitinbeforehim?AmIatrophy?

Me:howdareyou?!

Him:babyIamsorrythatcameoutwrong

Imovedtomythingsandstartedpacking,Igavehim

thebenefitofthedoubtandthisishowhetreatsme

Me:Ihavetogotowork.IwillseeyouwhenIget

back

Him:Lia!



Me:goodbye

Iwalkedoutandbangedthedoorbehindme,how

darehe?AndhowdareIexpecthimtoreact

otherwise?IcalledanothercabandthistimeIdrove

straighttowork.IneedtoclearthingsandIneedto

sortthingsout.ThemomentIgotinIgreetedLee

andhurriedtohisofficeIopenedwithoutknocking

andIfoundhimsitingwithtwopeople

Me:sorry

Igotscaredwhenhelookedatmewiththesame

darkexpressionandIwipedmytearwalkingoutand

quicklyclosedthedoor.Isatonmydeskandrested

myheadonmyhand.AllIcanthinkaboutismy

mother,thewayIfoundher,myfriendwhatshesaid

andGeorgehowhereacted.Everythingkeptplaying,

everythingkeptweighingmedownadecisionhasto

be,adecisionneedstobetakenandIhavefinally

decided
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Him:thankyouwewillbeintouchIpromiseyouthis

projectisoneofthebest



Hewassayingthisashewalkedtheguyoutofhis

office.Istayedwithmyheadstillonmyhands,

everythingkeptplayinginmyhead.Everythingwas

movinglikeamovie

Him:Amelia,myofficenow

IheardthedoorbangandIliftedmyheadup

breathingoutloudly,hereitgoes.Islowlyliftedmy

bodyupandfixedmyself.Islowlywalkedtohisdoor

andknockedonhisdoor.Iclosedmyeyessmiling

hedidsayImustcomeinafterall.Ismiledand

openedthedoorandthesmilefadedwhenwemade

eyecontact

Him:sit

Iwalkedallthewaytohisdeskandsatdown,taking

outthecontract.Helookedatmealltensedup

Me:Ihavedecided

Ilookedathimwaitingforareactionbutnothing.My

motherkeptplayinginmyheadandthisisforher.

Shedeservestolive

Him:and?



Iclosedmyeyesandtookoutmypen

Me:Iwilldoit

Henoddedandlookedatthecontract

Me:Iwillbethemotherofyourunbornchild.My

motherwillgetthepropertreatmentright

Him:yesshewillgetthebesttreatment,Ihaveset

anappointmentwithoneofthebestinstitution

whichwillhelpherout.Iwillpayforeverythingand

youwillbeabletoenjoythemoney.Tomorrow

morningtheywillcomeandfetchher

Me:nothemoneyyoupaymewillbeabletocover

thatupataproperhospital

Him:Idon’twantyoustressingaboutherwhile

carryingmychild

Me:whatifIdon’tfallpregnant?

Wekeptquietandstaredateachother

Him:IwillstilltakecareofherIpromise

Me:Icant…

Him:stop!Ihavespokenandthatisfinal



Ikeptquietandlookeddown

Me:thankyouatleastIwilljusthaveGeorge’sfees

toworryabout

HekeptquietandIlookedathim.Hehadan

unreadableexpression

Me:aboutthebaby

Him:goon

Me:Iwon’tbeintouchwiththebabyright

Henodded

Him:youwon’tnamemybaby,youwon’tseemy

babybutifyouwantto…

Me:itisfine

HenoddedandIstoodupandleft.Ikeptchecking

thetimeandwishitwastimetoknockoffandgo

home.Iwantedtoseemymotherbeforeshegets

takentomorrow.Thethoughtofbeingalonefilled

myheartandIrealisedIwillbealone,maybeGeorge

willmove…arghnoIdon’twanthimto,hehurtme

badlythismorninganddidn’teventhinktwiceabout

makingmefeellikeatrophysomethingtobewona



game.Iwon’tbetreatedlikethisatall.

Him:Ineedyoutocomewithme

Iturnedandlookedathimmyheartstartedbeating

fast

Me:wherearewegoing?

Hedidn’tsayanythinghejustwalkedpastmeandI

joinedhim.Iwonderwherewearegoing,wedrovein

silenceandheparkedoutsideaprivateinstitution

Him:weneedtogetthisdoneassoonaspossible

Istoodtherefrozen,theeshockgotmeparalyzed

Him:comeontimeisbeingwasted

Me:IthoughtmaybeIstillhadtime

Him:youdoIdon’t

What?Hepulledmebymyhandandwewalked

insidehespoketothereceptionistwhileIstaredat

thewallhuggingmybody.Iamgoingthroughwith

thisandheisnotevengivingmetimetothinkit

through.Imightcarryababythissoonsosoon

Him:areyouready?



Irefocusedonhimandlookedathim

Me:doIhaveachoice?

Beforehecouldanswerthenursecalledusinand

wewalkedtothespecialistwesatwithherasshe

explainedhoweverythingwasgoingtobedonefor

theprocedure.Itookaglassofwaterasshekept

explaining

Him:canwedoittoday?IpaidIdon’tneedthatlong

procedureofcleaningthespermsandgivingher

hormones

Ichockedonmywaterandthedoctorlookedatme

Her:areyoucomfortablewiththis?

Ikeptlookingatbothofthemspeechless.Iwanted

tosaysomethingbuttheshockparalyzedmefurther

andblockedmefrommovingorspeaking.Thelook

hegavemefrightenedmesomuchIalmostdied

Him:sheis

Heintertwinedourfingerstogetheranddidn’tbreak

eyecontactIwantedtoslaphim,Iwantedtostab

himwiththeglassofwaterIwascarrying.Whodoes



hethinkheis?Thisismybodywhyishemaking

decisionsforme?

Her:“OkayMrsBoltIwillneedyoutolayonthebed

thisishowtheprocedurewillbedone…..”

Iwasn’tinterestedinwhatshesaidmywholeworld

wasshutoffasIflaredinmyangerIcouldn’teven

correctherthatwearenotmarriedbutmost

importantlyIcouldn’tstopstaringathim.Howcould

hebesocold?HeusheredmetothebedandI

closedmyeyes.Ididn’twanttoseewhatwas

happening.Ididn’twanttoknowwhatishappening,I

didn’twanttofeelanyconnectionwiththisprocess,

shetookmybloodandsentittobetested.Wedidn’t

leaveandshepushedthelabtohavetheresult

sameday.Hedoubledthepayandtheyagreed.He

evenhadthewholefacilityshutforus.

Her:okayhoneyIamgoingtoaskhimtoejaculatein

thisandwewillinserthissemeninyourwomb.Iam

goingtogiveyouspaceto…

Shepointedathimandtheplasticwall.Inoddedand

pushedmytearsaway.Shewalkedoutafterhanding



meearphonesandIlookedupIdidn’twanttohear

andseewhathewasdoingIjustwantedthistobe

overanddonewith.Ifeltsomethingbeinginserted

andIclosedmyeyesshut.Mymouthwastrembling.

Ifeltahandtouchme

Him:That’sitwearedone

Iopenedmyeyesandhewasstaringatme,Idon’t

evenknowwhatexpressionwasonhisface.Ikept

lookingaroundforthedoctorandshewasnothere

Me:whereis…?

Thedooropenedandshegotin

Her:areyouready?

Isatupshaking,didhedothewholethingonhis

own?Hesawmenaked!Thedoctorissupposedto

dothis.

Her:Michael?!

Him:itsmychildIwantedtodoitonmyown

Isatupandstaredandthemboth,Ifeltsoviolated

howcouldhetouchmelikethis?



Him:Iwantedtobeapartofthemakingofmychild

Itriedtostandupandslaphimforreal

Her:pleasedon’tstrainyourself,youneedtorelax.

Asforyou…ItoldyouIwilldothis.Firstwego

againstprocedurechancesofpregnancyareruined

andnowyoumakeyourselfadoctor.Thispoorgirl,

didyoucaretothinkabouthowsheisfeelingright

now?

HelookedatmeandIclosedmyeyesIcouldn’teven

facehim.Ijustwantedtogohometomymother

whoiswaitingformeandthisisthelastchangeI

havewithher.Tomorrowshewillalsobegonefrom

me.Iwillbeallalone

Him:Amelia

Hetriedtobesoftbutmyangerwasalreadytoo

much,Ididn’twanttohearwhathehastosay,I

didn’twanttotalktohim

Me:arewedone,Ijustwanttogohome

Icouldn’tevenfacehim.IjustwantedtogohomeI

justwanttoseemymother.AfteranhourIwas



allowedtobestandupandweweredone,Iheaded

tothedoorandhefollowedmeaswesilentlywalked

tohiscar.Iavoidedlookingathim.Icouldn’tafter

this.HedrovemeallthewayhomeandIrushedout

ofhiscar.Iwalkedinsidethehouseandwalkedto

mybedroomfirst.IfoundmychildhoodteddyandI

clungontohim.Ijustwantedthisdaytoend.There

wasasoftknockonthedoor.Mymothergotin,she

lookedatmeanddidn’tsayanythingshejoinedme

onthebedbrushingmyhairbackandkissedmy

foreheadandrestedherheadonmyheadwewent

tosleepthatway
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*MICHAEL*

Don’tthinkabouther,don’tdreamabouther.She

doesn’tmeananythingtoyou.Theyareallthesame,

shewasgoingtoleaveeitherwaydon’tfeel,gether

outofthesystem.Youdon’tneedher,sheisnot

yours.

Her:hmmmMichaelwhyareyouupthisearly?

Iturnedandlookedatthewomanonmybed,what’s



hername?Ihavenoidea,Ipickedherupatthebar

tryingtoforgettheshockonherface,shemeans

nothingtomeatall.WhydoesAmeliahavethis

effectonme?Idon’tloveatall.Womanareallthe

sametheywillforeverbeBella.Likethisoneshejust

wantsmoneyandattention.Itdoesn’thelpthefact

thatsheismarriedsheistryingtohideitbutthering

markisadeadgiveaway

Her:Michaelcometobed

Istoodupwalkingtotheshower

Me:youneedtogo

Shestoodupnotcoveringherbody,shewalkedover

tomeandtriedtotouchme

Her:canyouatleastgivemeakiss?

SheleanedinandIturnedmyface,Idon’tkissand

tell.Thesecreatureswillbreakyourhearts.Ipulled

herintheshowermightaswellnotbreakherheart

further.Herfaceyesterdaykeptpoppingup.She

lookedscared,shelookedshocked.Shewantedto

cry.STOP!Igotdressedandwalkedoutoftheroom



Her:areyougoingtocallme?

Iturnedlookedatherandclosedthedoor,Icannot

talktoheratallshemeansnothingtomeatall.I

walkedtomycaranddrovetotheoffice,assoonas

Igotinherdeskwasempty.Imightaswelltexther

nottocomein.AssoonasIwasdonetextingherI

satonmydeskwork.Iopenedmyfather’swilland

keptstaringatit.

“Thisismyfinalwillandtestament.IDonaldBoltwill

equallydividemysharesamongmychildrenFranco

andMichael.Shouldtheybothreach30withchildren

theywillrulethecompany,shouldFrancofailor

Michaelfailtheonewithachildwillinheritmy

company.Shouldneithernothavechildren,the

companywillbepassedtomynephewJackwhois

mybrother’schild”

Ikeptstaringatthewillandthinkingofyesterday

whenshecaughtmeinmyofficewiththelawyer,I

hadtosavefaceandmakeitseemlikeitwasa

companydeal.HekeptremindingmethatIamclose

todate.Iam29andmybrotherhasforfeitedthe

company,Jackisthisclosetogettingthecompany



thatIworkedhardfor.ThatIsweatedforanditisall

herfault.Shecouldhaveswallowedherfeelingsand

marriedme.Ishouldhavebeenherhusbandandshe

couldhavehadmychild.Sheruinedallofthis,sheis

toblameforallmywoes

Him:whereisshe?

IlookedupandFrancowasrighttherestaringatme,

helookedangry

Me:don’tyouevercomeintomyofficeandnot

knock

Him:shecouldhavetoldyouIamhereifshewas

here

Istaredathim

Him:sowhatdidyoudotoher?

Whoishetoquestionwherewhois?

Me:Imurderedher

Heclenchedhisteeth

Me:Itoldhershecancomeinlateornotcomeinat

all



Helookedatme

Him:whatdidyoudotoher?

Me:nothing,Iaskedhertobemysurrogatemother

andsheagreed

Helookedupandbreathedloudly

Me:Ihadherperformtheprocessyesterday

Him:wassheready?

Me:sheagreedtobemybaby’smom.Sheagreed

thatshewillhavenothingtodowiththechild

Him:areyouinsane?

Me:youareover30andforfeitedthecompanyandI

willnotallowourhardworksipthroughourfingers

Him:soyouinvolvedaninnocentyounggirl?

Me:doyouwantJacktohandlethecompany

Him:Idon’tcareifJackrunsthecompanyornot,

youhavechanged!Youarenotthesame!Youare

justlikefather.Youjustaskedastrangertomother

yourchild,Iamprettysureyoudamagedher

yesterdaybecauseJudycalledmeandtoldme



exactlywhathappenedyesterdayandsheisthe

doctornotyou!Whatdoyouthinksheisfeelingright

now?!Motheringachildofamonster!Youarecold

andheartlessandyoudon’tdeservetohaveachild!

Isatdownashesaidthis,Idon’tneedtohearallof

this,mycompanyistoppriorityeverythingelse

comeslast,Iwouldratherbecaughtdeadthanto

allowJacktoheadthiscompany

Him:youknow,maybeBelladidherselfafavourby

leavingyou

Hesaidit,althoughsheisalwaysonmymindIdon’t

needtohearit,Idon’tneedtorelivethehumiliation.I

don’tneedtoberemindedofthepainIfeltthatday.

Herfacekeptpoppingupthedevilofawoman

Him:heychill!

Ididn’tevenrealisehowangerIwasuntilnowcan’t

believeIblackoutagain,Ididn’tevenrealiseIwas

clenchinghimbyhisshirtandonehandwasbehind

mefoldedinafistform.

Me:don’tyoueversaythat,Iamfartookindformy

likingandwomenlikeBellatookadvantageofthat.I



amgenerousandifyougoingtokeepbringthatday

Ipromiseyou,youwillregretit.Youwillbesorry.I

maybetookindbutIamcrazy!

Him:youarejusttakingadvantageofayounggirl

Me:yeahwellandIamhelpinghermothersheis

benefittingfromthisjustasIamsodon’tyouever

judgemeever.Allwomenarethesame,shesawa

wayoutandIamgettingthischildnowdomea

favourandgetthefuckoutofmyoffice!

Iwatchedhimleaveashebangedthedoorbehind

him.Iamsickandtiredofhimjudgingmyevery

decisions.Hedoesn’tknowwhomuchithauntsme

seeingherfacelikethatyesterday.Shedidn’teven

givemeachancetosaysorry.Itookoutmyphone

andcalledtheinstitutiontellingthemtogoandfetch

hermother.

*AMELIA*

Iwokenexttomymother,realityhitmeasIfelther

handsaroundme,thisisthelasttimeIwilleverhave

herthisclosetome.Thisisthemorningsheisbeing

escortedtothehospital.AftertodayIreallywillbeall



alone

Her:babywhatiswrong?

Iturnedmyfaceandlookedather,Icouldn’thidemy

tearsandshetightenedhergriparoundme

Her:talktomesweetheart

Icouldn’tevenfaceher

Her:sweetheartyouareusuallylikethiswhen

peoplehurtyouandIamsuresomebodyhurtyou

andIhateseeingyoulikethispleasedon’tshutme

out

Iheldherclosertomesniffingherscentjustsoit

canremainwithme

Her:ifyoudon’twanttotalkjustknowthatyouare

lateforwork

Ishookmyheadasyesterdaycametomymind,I

needtobefarawayfromhim

Me:noIwanttobewithyoumom,Iamgoingto

missyou

Shelookedconfusedasshestaredatme



Her:missme?

Inoddedandwipedmytears

Me:momyouneedtoknowsomething

Ibreathedloudlyavoidinghergaze

Me:mommybosscalledtheinstitutionwhichis

goingtotreatyourcancerandtheyaretakingyouin

today

Ikeptlookingdownavoidingeyecontactwithher

still

Her:boss?Takingme?Why?

Me:hesaidhecouldgetyouthebesttreatment

Her:why

Ikeptquiet

Her:babywhatdidhegetfromyouinreturn?

Ilookedupatherandlookedbackdown

Her:didyousleepwithyourboss?

Iclosedmyeyesandshookmyhead

Me:youknowIambetterthanthatmom



Sheshookherheadinapology,shepulledmecloser

toherandkissedmyforehead

Me:Idon’thavemuchtimewithyoumom.Iam

goingtomissyou.Whoisgoingtomakemecoffee

andsingtomebrushingmyhair?

Sherockedmebackandforth

Her:shh!Itsokaysweetheart,Iwillbethereandyou

canvisitIguessandyouwillstillhaveachatwith

me.IjustwantyoutobestrongsinceIamgoing

away,Iwantyoutobestrongandtakecareof

yourself.Youarenotachildanymoreanditistime

tofacetheworldheadon..Iwantyoutohaveyour

strongattitude,evenifsomeonegetsyoudownI

wantyoutobebiggerandbebetterprepareddon’t

letpeoplewalkalloveryouratherbeontopofthings.

Ifanyonehurtsyoudon’tgivethemthesatisfaction

ofwinning

Shewipedmytear

Her:cryingwon’thelp,youarefartoogreattoshare

tearsovertrivialthings,youdeserveeverythinggood

comingyourway



ShecuppedmyfaceandIfacedhershekissedmy

forehead,gotoutofbedandwalkedout

[3/5,11:29]Lynne:*CHAPTER8*

Iwalkedtothebathroomandtookashower,Ikept

pushingtheflashbacksout.Itouchedmystomach

andclosedmyeyes,theprizeIhavetopay.Iwalked

outputlotiononandgotdressed,Ifoundmymother

preparingbreakfastforme.Ijoinedherandwatched

herhappilyservemethefood.Icouldn’tstop

admiringherasshesangandgavememyfavourite

coffee.Ourconversationinthemorningplayedin

thebackofmymind.Shejoinedmeandservedus

bothfood

Her:saymorninggracebeforeyoueat

Ismiledandnodded.WeclosedoureyesandI

prayedforthefood.Webothateinsilence.

Her:sweetheart

Ilookedatherasshebroughtherchaircloserto

mineshewasabouttosaysomethingwhenthere

wasaknockonthedoor



Her:Iwonderwhothatcanbe

Me:weareabouttofindout

Istoodupandwalkedtothedoor,whenIopenedI

metaguyIhaven’tmetbefore

Him:goodmorningma’amwassentherebyMrBolt

forainpatientwehavetofetchaMsDianaClover

Ilookedhimatblinkingmultipletimestryingtoget

ridoftheshockIwasfeeling,Ifeltahandtouchmy

shoulderIturnedtofacemymotherandshelooked

attheman

Her:soyouheretoescortme

Henoddedastheyshookhands

Him:yourappointmentissetandready.Your

bedroomiscustommadeforyou

Her:thankyou

SheturnedandwalkedtoherbedroomandI

followedher

Me:mom

Shewipedmyfaceandpulledmeinforatighthug



Me:Iamcomingwithyou

Sheshookherhead

Her:babyyoustayhereokayyouwillcomeonceI

amsettledin

Me:momplease

Her:nostop!Babythisisforyourowngood.Iwant

youtotakecareofyourself

Shewalkedclosetome

Her:Iwillbefine,youworrytoomuch.Youneedto

startliving

ShefinishedpackingherthingsandIstoodthere

watchingherpackherthingstheentiretime

Her:youneedtolearntobestrongnow,Iwon’tbe

aroundyoutoprotectyoubutIwillbethereforyou

wheneveryouneedme.Takecareofyourselfbaby.

Thankyoufordoingthisforme,youreallyarea

sweetgirl,smartandsweet.Nowgooutthereand

facethedayswithyourprideintactandheadheld

highokay.Challengescomeandgobutyouneedto

remainyourself,neverloseyourself



SheturnedandIhelpedherwithherluggage

Him:youreadyMsClover

Shenoddedandturnedtomeshehuggedmeone

lasttimeandgotin.Iwatchedasthecardroveaway

withher,Ibrushedmyhairbehindandhugged

myselfwhileclosingmyeyes.SheisrightIneedto

learntobestrong.Itouchedmystomachthinking

verysoontheremightbeababyandIwillneedto

protectherforninemonths.MyphonerangandI

pickedupwhenIsawCarlyonthescreen

Her:hellohaveyouforgottenaboutme?

Ismiled

Me:whocouldeverforgetyou?

Her:areyouokay?

Inoddedandrealisedshewasnotlookingatmewe

aretalkingthroughthephone

Me:yes,noIamnotokay

Her:holdupIamaroundthecorner

What?



Me:whatcorner?

Shestoodinfrontofmeandgavemeahugaswe

bothhungupthephone

Me:howdidyouknowImissedwork?

Shesmiled

Her:intuition,Icouldfeelitinmyblood

Icrackedasmileandinvitedherinside

Her:whereismommydearest?

WesatonthecouchIgaveheracoffeeandtoldher

everythingthathasoccurredsofar

Her:Georgedidwhat?Michaelviolatedyou?

Mommyisgone?Iamsosorrymyfriend.Youknow

whatweneed?Weneedtogoout.Changeisahuge

adjustmentandthedrinkswillcheeryouup

Ismiled

Me:Icouldbepregnant

Shelaughedandpulledmeup

Her:tonightwearegoingout,wearegoingtoforget



abouteverythingandeveryone.Anddon’tyoudare

givemethebabyexcuseever.TonightnoGeorge

thattwatandnoMichaelfuckenbully.Rightnowyou

needcheeringup,yourmotherisnothereandIdon’t

wantyoutobeallaloneandallbyyourselfyouneed

tohavefun

Inoddedasshetookmyphoneandcalledthecab,

shehuggedme

Her:seeyoutonightsugar

Aftersheleftthehousereallyfeltempty,Iwalked

pastmymother’sroomandlookedinsideitreally

wasempty.IrememberedherwordsthatIhave

stoppedlivingformeandhavelivedforher.Iguess

sheisspeakingthetruth.Maybethatiswhyshe

reactedthewayshedidbutIguessIhavetolearnto

adjusttolifewithouther.Itookoutmyphoneand

staredatGeorge,myheartstartedspinning.Iclosed

myeyeshecouldhavebeenhereandsupportedme

withmymothergonebutheisnothere.Nobodyis

hereIamalonescratchthatIhaveCarlyandsheis

rightIneedtolive.Rightaftermynap.,,



Her:wakeup

IslowlyopenedmyeyesandlookedatCarlyabit

confusedIcheckedthetimeandIsleptthewhole

day

Her:wehaveaclubtogototonight

Ishookmyheadandgotupfixingmyselfgetting

dressedinatightshortdressshebroughtforme

Her:youlookgood

Shesmiledandwewalkedtothecab,whenwegot

totheclubwewalkedhandtohandlookingaround

foraspot.AssoonaswespottedoneItookitand

satthere

Her:Iamgoingtoorderourdrinks

Me:justgetmewaterfirst

Sheleftandcamebackwithmyglassofwater

Her:berightback

Inoddedassheleftthetable,thedressistootight

tobreatheinandIfannedmyselfwithmyhand

lookingaroundjustincaseIspotsomeoneIknow.



MyheartalmoststoppedwhenIlookedattheVIP

section,itcan’tbe.Hewaslookingaroundandhis

eyesrestedonmineIquicklyturnedandgulpedmy

glassofwater,itreallyishothereliterally,notthat

heishotandmakingmehot.WhatamIsay?I

lookedupagainandhewasnotthere,Ilookedatthe

wholeareanothing.Iletoutahugebreath

Her:hereyougo

Ishookmyhead

Me:Ican’tdrinkIjustsawMichael

Her:where?

ShelookedaroundandbackatmewhileItriedto

adjustmydressIcan’tbelieveheishereIreally

cannot

Her:Idon’tseehim

Me:Idon’tseehimtoo,IthinkIwanttogohome

Her:youarenotgoinganywhereIamnotallowing

this,justhaveoneglasscomeonbabe

Me:Imightbepregnant



Her:babiesarenotmadeinaday,thesemenisstill

findingitsway,youknowmostbabiesarebornfrom

drunkenonenightstands

Ilookedatherwithmymouthhalfopen

Her:justoneglass

Me:oneandIamleaving

Shenoddedhandingmetheglass,Itooktheglass

andsippedoutofit.Somehowoneglassturnedinto

twoandthedrinkskeptflowing,sheorderedshots

andthewholeclubwasspinninginavibe.Isatdown

onthechairandfelttwobighandscarryme.I

lookedoveratCarlyandshewasalsopassedoutI

triedtoreachouttoherasImovedtothedoor.I

lookedupattheperson,Ireallywantedtobenormal

butnothingIsaysoundsnormal

Him:youlooksobeautiful,Idon’twantyoutoever

dothisalone

Hebrushedmyface,IamsurethisisMichael,noit’s

nothewalkedoutoftheclubthisisahalfdrunken

dreamIshouldforgetabout



Me:youlooklikeMichael

Theguylookedatmemyvisionwasreallyplaying

tricksonme

Him:Dancarrytheotheronetoherhome.Make

suresheissafe

Me:youknowMichaelisverynicelookingandyou

arejustlikehim

Itouchedhisnosemorelikepointedatitbefore

playingwithit

Me:heruinedmylifebyacontract,Idon’tthinkheis

human,hedoesn’tsmile,hedoesn’tfeel.Thereisa

coldrockwherehisheartissupposedtobe.The

systemisjustpumpingblood

Ichucked,Icouldn’tstopmymouth.Gotosleep

Amelia

Me:heisacoldheartedrobot,pityheisaveryvery

handsome.Iwantyoutosleepwithme.Georgehas

leftmeandIthoughthewouldbetheone.Michaelis

anogoarea,astrangerwilldofornow.Idon’twant

toremember



Thecarstoppedandmydooropenedthehands

pickedmeupagainputtingmeontheground.I

reallyfeltchildishIcouldn’tstopmyself

Me:thinkfast

Itrippedmyselfandhepickedmeupveryfastwhile

Ichuckled

Me:becarefulwemighthurtababy

IchuckledmoreasIwrappedmyarmsaroundhim

Him:areyouinsane?

HereallysoundedlikeMichael

Me:ohshitIamintrouble,Ihaveworktomorrow

andIamdrunkyesIaminsane!Youknowwhatis

crazyIdon’tevendrinktothispointbutthanksto

Michaelhereweareyipee

Ilaughedforcingmyeyesshut…..

[3/5,11:29]Lynne:*CHAPTER9*

Thesunhitmebrightlyonmyeyes,thistimeitwas

extrapainful.Iopenedmyeyesandcursedthefact

thatIhadtogetup.Ilookedattheroof…howthe



hell…whendidIgetinthebedroom?Whatthehell

happenedlastnight?

Ifeltmymouthconstrictingandsalivafilledmy

mouth.Mystomachhurledupandfeltsomething

pushupagainstmystomach.Icouldn’tstopit,I

slowlygotupandputmytwofeetontheground.

ThemomentIstoodupeverythingstartedspinning

Me:OhGod

Ibattledwiththeurgetobuffandtheurgeto

collapse.Thesunwasnotmakingthisveryeasythe

headachewasnotmakingthiseasyeither.The

momentIreachedthebathroomIletitallout,the

stenchandsournesshitbothmysmellandtaste

bud

IgotupandwalkedtotheshowerIstoodthere.Didi

reallyseeMichaelorwasitanillusion?Wouldhe

reallybringmetomyhouse?Iwrappedmyselfina

towelandwalkedbacktomybedroomimmediately

aftergettingdressedIwalkedpastmymother’s

roomanditwasstillempty.Istillhavetogetusedto

this.IcheckedthetimebreathingloudlyIamsolate.



Iwalkedoutandrushedtotaxi.Thewholewaymy

stomachwasreactingbadly.AssoonasitstoppedI

rushedinsideandwalkedtomydeskthephonerang

makingmyheadachesevere

Me:hello

Him:officenow!

HehungupandIstoodupthefloorwasspinninga

bitandImanagedtobalancemyself.Whogoesout

anddrinksduringworkdaysstupidgirl

Him:youarelate

Me:IamsorryIjust….

Him:Idon’tacceptlatecomingthisisunacceptable,

considerthisyourfirstwarning

Inoddedandlookeddown

Him:sitdownandtakeoutyourdiary

IdidandIlookedathimwaitingforinstructions

Him:hereiswhatIwantyoutodo,Ihaveabig

functionnextweekandIwantalltheinvestortobe

available,Iwantyoutobooktheexclusivevenuethe



MoonsIwantitdonefast.

Iwasnotingeverythingdownandlookedathim

Me:don’tyouthinknextweekisashortnotice,Iwas

thinkingmaybewecandoitafteramonth…

Hecutmeshort

Him:Idon’tpayyoutothink

Me:I’msorry

Hewalkedclosertomehisfacewasnexttomine

andourcheeksweretouching,andifeltthe

softnessofhisskin

Him:mightaswelljustshowyouhowheartlessIam

Istoppedbreathingandclosedmyeyesaslastnight

flashedinmymind,whenIopenedhisfacewas

directlyclosetominehedidn’thaveareadable

expression.Hisbreathwasblowingtooclosetomy

face

Him:ifIwasyouIwouldstartdoingthe

arrangementsnow

Hestraightenedhimselfupandwalkedbacktohis



desk

Him:ohandtakethesefilesIhavethreemeets

tomorrowbacktobacksoIneedthecontentprinted

today

Me:but…

Him:andIamgivingyou1hourtofixallmyfile

Me:sir…

Him:youstillheretimeisgoing,ohandIwant

feedbackabouttheinvestorsattendingtheparty

today

Inoddedthinkingofalltheaddedstress

Me:yessir

Him:go!

Iturnedquicklyandwalkedoutofhisofficetomy

desk.Irestedmyheadonmyhandsotostopthe

spinning.MyphonebeepedIlookedatitanditwas

amessagefromMichael“stoprestingtimeis

ticking”Ilookedaroundandtowardshisdoorin

confusionasihavenoideahowhesawthat.Istood

upandstartedcallingthefirstinvestorwhileplacing



thepapersinthecopymachine.Whiletheoneonmy

officewasbusyIwalkedtotheopenareaandtried

tousethecopyitdidn’tbudge,theinvestorwasbusy

tellinghowinconsiderateIwasandtimewasreally

flying.Canthisdayendalready?Iheardavoice

offeringtohelp,Iturnedandlookedatthepersonhe

hadafriendlysmile

Him:wenormallytreatthecopymachineasour

lover

HewinkedatmeIjuststaredathimnotamusedat

all

Him:sorrytoberude,IamJohnwemetthefirstday

Leeintroducedyoutous

InoddedalthoughIdidn’tknowhim

Him:youhavebeenluckygettingdayoffsandnot

evenattending

Ilookedathimshock

Franco:whatdoesitmatterJohn

Heclearedhisthroat

Franco:Ameliawemeetagain



Me:yeswedo,Ijustneedtofixsomethingsforyour

brother

Henoddedunderstandingly

Me:Ihavetoprintthreemorefilesandcallthevenue

andsomeoftheinvestors.IjusthavesomuchIam

sorry.Itsjustthathewantsitalltoday

Franco:relax,leavetheinvestorstomeitwillbeour

secret,Iwilltalktothem

John:andIwilltalktotheMoonIknowsomeone

whoworksthere

Franco:theresorted

HelookedatJohn

Franco:ifIhearawordaboutthisconsideryourself

firedandblacklisted

Him:yessir

Hewalkedaway

Franco:nowrelaxanddothefilesinpeace

Ispenttheremainderofthedaysortingoutthefiles

andbookingtheboardroom.Beforetheendofthe



dayFrancocame

Him:theinvestorsarein

Hegavemealltheirdetailsandhuggedmegoodbye.

Johncameinshortly

Him:theMoonagreedsoyouaresafe

Me:thankyouathousandtime

Him:youoweme

Ismiled

Him:youowemedinner

Me:dinneritis

HewalkedawayandIbracedmyselftowalkintohis

office.Iknockedfirstandslowlyopenedthedoor.I

bumpedintohimasIentered

Me:ouch

Ilookedupathishardfacewhichintimidatedme

Me:sorry

Him:didyoudoeverythingIasked

Inoddedandhandedhimthefiles.Helooked



shockedandconfusedthatallisdoneinoneday.I

betheexpectedmetofail.Itgavemeasenseof

victory

Me:nowifyouexcusemeIhavetogo

Him:whereto?

Me:homewhereelse

Iturnedandwalkedtowardsthedoor

Him:youwillbeleavingwithme

Iturnedandfacehim

Me:Iwillsurelynot

Him:Idon’trememberaskingyou.Iamtakingyouto

myhouse

Me:likehellyouare

Him:likehellIam

Mymouthopenedhalfway

Him:Icannottrustyoutobealone,youalreadya

clubgirl

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?



Him:youcouldbecarryingmychildandIamnot

allowingyoutoexposemychildtosuchindecency

Me:ohmyGodthereisnosuchthing,soifyoumay

itwasaonetimethingthatfriendthoughtIneeded

Him:Idon’tlikethatkindoflifeforeitheryouandmy

baby.Alsotoughbecauseyourthingsarealreadyat

myhouse.SohowIseeitisyoucaneithercome

withmevoluntaryorinvoluntary

[3/5,11:30]Lynne:*CHAPTER10*

Istaredathim,hereallyisnotseriousishe?Imean

whointheirrightminddoesthat,andIdidn’ttellhim

Idon’twanttomoveinwithhimyetheismakingme

moveinwithhimwhyishedoingthis?Ineedtoget

awayfromhimasfastasIcanthismanismad

Me:Ineedtogotothebathroom

Helookedatmeanddidn’tmoveeyecontact,I

walkedoutinreverseandassoonasIreachedthe

doorIturnedandstartedrunningtothebathroom.

ThankGodIamwearingthemostcomfortableheels

everIclosedthebathroomdoorandtookoutmy

phonecallingthecab.IwillonlyleavewhenIgetthe



notificationthatthecabishere.Thenotification

camethroughafterafewminutesandIstoodup

fixingmyself,Istaredatthemirrorandlaughedat

myselfthisisridiculous.Iwalkedoutandwalked

pasthisofficeavoidingtolookatitasImakearun

forit

Him:areyoureadytogo?

Istoppedsuddenlyholdingmyheartbecausehe

nearlygavemeaheartattack…actuallyheisthe

heartattackhimself.Hewasstandinginfrontofmy

desklookingatthephone

Me:uhmyeahwellIjusthaveto…

Ipointedatthelift,Iamprettysurehegetsthe

picturethatIhavetoleave.Icannotgowiththis

crazy

Me:IwillseeyoutomorrowMichael

HelookedatmewithcrossedbrowsandIpressed

theliftwhichtooktimetocomemakingthisvery

awkward

Me:Iwillusethesteps



HejuststaredatmelikeIamcrazywellheisthe

onemakingmecrazy.ThereisnowayIamgoing

withhim.Heisinsane

Me:goodbyeMichael

IrandownjustwishingtogettothereceptionfastI

didn’twantmycabtoleaveme,noway.BythetimeI

reachedthereIwasoutofbreatheanddefinitelyout

ofshape,nomoredrinkingformeever.Igottothe

cabandsatatthebackIbreathedoutloudlywhen

thecarmovedandhedidn’tcome.Thecabstopped

atthedrivewayandIpaidasIleft.Islowlywalkedto

myhouse,Icannotwaittogetridofmybraandjust

sleepthedayoff.Iunlockedthedoorandwalkedin

onlytobegreetedbyanemptyhall.

Iwalkedaroundfindingithardtobelieve.IgetIhave

tomoveinwithhimbutwhereismyfurniture?!I

walkedtomybedroomanditwasemptynobedno

clothesallmychildhoodpicturesnothing.I

screamedoutinfrustration.Whodoesthiskindof

things?Iwalkedtothekitchenandsawablackcar

onthedriveway.Hegotoutandcheckedhistime

justwaitingandlookingatmyhouse.Ibreathedin



andoutjustwaitingforhimtoleavebuthepatiently

waitedformetocomeout.Iswallowedmypride

andwalkedoutwithmyheadhelddown

Him:areyoureadytogo?

Ilookedupathim

Me:IamnotgoinganywherewithyouMichaeljust

pleaseleavemeatGeorge’splaceIwillbesafethere,

thebabywillbesafethere

Irolledmyeyesatthementionofthebaby,butreally

Iwouldrathergotomyboyfriendandlifepartner

thanMichael.Hisbodytensedupatthementionof

Georgeandheopenedthedoor

Him:Iamtakingyouhome

Ifoldedmyarms

Me:George’splaceorIwon’tgo

IgotinandgavethedriverdirectionstoGeorge’s

place.AssoonaswegotthereIgotoutandrushed

tohisdoor.Iknockedcountlessoftimesandhe

didn’topen.Isatbythedoorwaitingforhimand

Michaelwaswaitingbythecar.Hewasjuststaring



atmewhilewewait.Whereishe?Hedoesn’tcall,he

hasn’tvisitedmeandnowheisnothome,heis

supposedtobehereheissupposedtoloveme.This

hurtsmebadly.WhyisGeorgedoingthis?Ismy

mothernotimportanttohimthanhisstupidfeelings?

Doirepulsehim?Doeshenotlovemeanymore?

MaybeIshouldjustgotoCarlyspeakingofIneedto

callher

Him:comelet’sgo

Ididn’tevenrealiseIwascryinguntilhegavemea

pieceoftissue

Him:hereremovethat

HepointedatmyfacewithaweirdlookandItookit.

Wewalkedtothecarwesatquietlyforawhileand

hebroketheice

Him:youshouldnevercry

Me:Iwasn’tcrying

Myvoicewascrackingupandhejuststaredatme

Him:Idon’tknowwhoyouaretryingtoconvincebut

it’snotme.Besideyouareaanuglycrier



Ilookedathimanditreallystabbedmyheartwhen

hesaidthat

Him:youtakethecupforbeinganuglycrier,you

beatKimKardashianifthatisevenhername

HelookedsidewaysandIcouldn’thelpmyselfand

endedupsmilinghecrackedajoke.Thisissofunny

hemadeajoketherobotcanbefunny.Itisonfunny

mode.Ifailedtocontrolthesoundcomingoutofmy

mouthandendeduplaughing.Heturnedandstared

atmewhichmademelaughmorebecausefinally

hisfacelookedsurprisedwhichwasfunnier

Him:whatisfunny?

Me:nothingactuallyIwasthinkingIcangotoCarly

andstaywithher

Hisexpressionchangedagain,what’shisproblem

sheismyfriend

Him:no!

What?!

Me:sheismyfriendand….

Him:no,youbothwillgooutagainandIwillhaveto



listentoyoutellingmehowheartlessIam

Istoppedtalkingandlookedathimthinkingoflast

nightIamgoingtopayforthis

Him:alsoIdon’twanttoexposemychildto

indecency

Iscoffedwhenhesaidthis

Me:therechildmightnotevenbeformed

Him:thanwewillmakeanotherone,wewilltryover

andoveragainuntilwegetitrightyoudidsignthe

contract.

Ilookedathim

Me:thatisnotinthecontract

Him:Iwillgiveyouthecontractsoyoucanre-readit

withalawyerorsomeonewhounderstands

Helookedsidewaysandthecarstopped,hegotout

andleftmeinthecar.Thedriverwalkedtomyside

andopenedthedoorforme.IthankedhimasI

steppedout.BeforeIcouldwalkIstoodlookingup

lookingatthegreymansionlookingatme.I

immediatelyfeltintimidatedandIcouldn’tstop



staringnorcouldImove.AfterafewminutesI

walkedtothedoorandIlookedatthecarefully

designedcustommadewoodendoor.Ibitmylower

lip,thedooropenedandaveryprettyladyalmostmy

mom’sagelookedatme

Her:goodnesschildwhyyoustandingherecomein?

Ilookedather

Her:youknowMichaeldoesn’ttellmehehasa

visitor,preparetheroomhesaidbuthedoesn’ttell

meyoucomingtoday.Heisveryrudecomein

Shehelpedmein

Her:letmetakeyoutoyourroom

Wewalkedtogetherandstoppedataroom

Her:comeonthisisyourroom

Inoddedandwalkedintheroomwasverypretty,I

bitmyfingeroutofnervousness

Her:IamveryrudemynameisMaria,Ihaveworked

forMichaelfortwelveyears

InoddedasIslowlyturnedtoher



Me:IamAmeliaandIhaverecentlystartedworking

forMichael

Her:thatverynice,youknow……

Shewastalkingveryfastanditwasveryhardto

hearwhatshewassaying

Her:Iamleaving,Michaelisprobablyinhisstudy,

thereisfoodinthekitchenhelpyourself

Me:thankyou

Sheturnedandwalkedout,indeedashehassaid

everythingisthewayhesaiditwillbe,myown

privacy.Allmyclothesandpictureseverythingwas

onitsrightplace.Walkedtothekitchenanddished

thefoodsittingalonetoeat

Me:curseyouMichael

Irestedmyheadonmyhandsandstruggledtoeat.

Thedooropenedandawoman’svoicewas

screamingforMichael

Her:MICHAEL!

Shewalkedthewholehouseandstoppedwhenwe

madeeyecontact



Her:whereishe?

Ishruggedmyshouldersandlookedatmyfood.

Howrudeshedoesn’tevengreet

Her:whoareyou?!Whatdoyouwanthere?!THISIS

MICHAEL’SPLACE!

Him:Taylor?

Shelookedathim

Her:VeronicamynameisVeronicayouhaven’t

calledmeindaysyoujustleftmeandwentand

neverbotheredtocheckhowIwasdoing.Michael

whatisgoingon?

IcontinuedlookingatmyfoodIdidn’tevenknow

whatisgoingonandIcouldn’tcarelessIwashappy

inmyownhomehardlyfiveminuteshereandthere

isalreadyaheatedargument

Me:Iwillgotomyroom

Iwasabouttoturnandleave

Him:don’tgo,sitdownandeat

Isheforreal?Howcanhearguewithanother



womanandstillhavetimetobossme,letmeplay

thesamecardhehasplayedthusfar

Me:Idon’tneedtobeherearoundthis,itisvery

toxicforthebaby

Her:baby

Him:AMELIAIWON’TREPEATMYSELF!

HegotonmynerveshoutatmeasifIamhischild

Me:AmeliaIwon’trepeatmyself

ImimickedhimasIsatdowncontinuingtostareat

myfood

Her:Michael

Him:youarestillhere?

Her:MichaelpleaseIjustwantustotalkplease

Sheputherarmaroundhimandhepusheditoff

Him:lookIwillcallyou,actuallywhydon’tyouleave

andgobacktoyourhusband?

Ifrozeandstaredathim.What?

Her:Wh….aa…t,Mi…ch…aelplease



Him:goodbyeVeronica

Hepointedherthedoorandshelookedatmebefore

stormingout,IlookedatMichaelhisfacialmuscles

wheretensedupashestaredatthedoor,helooked

downavoidingeyecontactandproceededtowalk.It

washardtolookatImeanitisnoneofmybusiness

buthedidmakemefeelbetteraboutthewhole

Georgesituationmightaswellreturnthefavour

Me:Michael

Hestoppedstillavoidingeyecontact

Me:joinme

Hedidn’tsayanything

Me:itsuckseatingalone

Heturnedhisfaceandlookeddownstillavoiding

eyecontact

Him:thankyoubutIdon’twantfood

Hewalkedaway.Ipushedthefoodaway

Him:itdoesn’tgiveyoutheexcusenottoeat

Ilookeddownandsmiledwhenhesaidthis.This



manisexhausting

[3/5,11:30]Lynne:*CHAPTER11*

Forthepast2weeksIhavebeenstayingwith

MichaelIhavebeengoingfrommyroomtothe

kitchenandkitchenbacktomyroom.Wehardlysat

togethernordidweevengotoworktogether.Ihave

isolatedmyselfsomuchthereisn’tadaythatgoes

bywithoutmecheckingmyphonewaitingfor

Georgetocall.MaybeIshouldcallhim…ImeanIdid

himwrong.IshouldbeworriedaboutmymomI

shouldgoandseeherandnotsomegrownass

man…definitelydoingthattoday.Mythoughtgo

disturbedbyaphonecallfromCarlyIsmiledlooking

atthephoneandslowlyadjustedmyselfup

Me:hello

Her:hello?Hello?Isthatallyoucansayhello?Babes

Ihavebeenworriedsickabout.TwoweeksIcould

havebeendead,youcouldhavebeendead

Ismiled

Me:Iamfine,Michaelforcedmetostaywithhim



Thewasafewsecondsofsilencebeforeapiecing

screamingcamethroughthephone

Her:andyoudidn’ttellme?When?Omwwhatabout

George?

IkeptquietandtookamomentbeforeIcould

answerher

Me:Idon’tknowwhereGeorgeis

Thementionofhisnamecausemystomachtohurl

up

Me:Imovedheretwoweeksagoandnowedon’t

seeeachotheratall.Ikeeptomysideandhekeeps

tohis

Istoodupandwalkedtothebathroom

Her:wellforgetGeorgehebetterhaveagood

explanationbeforeIkickhishorseteethout

Ilaughed

Her:heisanasshole

Me:myasshole

Shelaughedthroughthephone



Me:Carlyareyouokay?

Her:yeahIamjustalittlebusy

Me:busywithwhat?

Her:mynightandshiningamour

Shegiggledevenmore

Her:andheisinside…

Me:omwnoIdon’tneedtohearthis

IhungupandwalkedtotheshowerbeforeIgetto

worklate.AssoonasIwasdonemystomachfelt

likeitwastyinginknots,Irushedtothetoiletseat

andpukedlastnight’sdinner.Iwipedmyfaceand

walkeddowngrabbedanapplebeforegrumpycame

down.Icalledthecabandrushedtowork.Isat

behindmydeskjustsortingouttheday’sschedule

tocanceltheappointmentshemighthavetoleave

becausetheyarenotreallyimportant.Iwatchedhim

enterhisoffice,Istoodupandwalkedtohimtelling

himabouttheplansfortheday.Hedidn’tevenlook

uphecontinuedlookingatthescreenandwaving

hisarmsaround.Iwalkedoutandfrozedeadonmy



wayouttoseeabunchofredrosesinfrontofmy

andacutelittlegiftbag

Me:excusemewhoare…

Mysentencewascutshortwhenwemadeeye

contact,myheartjumpedalittle

Me:George!

Hewalkedtomehalfrunning

Him:yesbabyit’sme

Heplacedtheflowersonmydeskandpickedmeup

spinningwithme,IwishIcouldshareinhisjoybutI

wasangry

Me:putmedown

HereleasedandIfixedmyself

Me:George…

Iwasabouttogivehimapieceofmymindwhenhe

cutmeshort

Him:babelistenIhavecomeupwithaplan

Ilookedathimstillverymuchangry



Him:wedon’thavetogoaheadwiththis,wecan

conhim

What?Isthiswhathedisappearedfor?Itriedto

removemyhandfromhisandhekepttryingtotouch

me

Him:babe,listenwecanfakethepregnancyandwe

canmakeyourfirstbabyoursbabyplease,Idon’t

wanttoloseyoutoanotherguy,IloveyouLia,you

aremyonespecialgirlandnobodycancomecloser

toyou

IfrozefeelingasifIwaslosingmybreath

Him:wecanmakeourjuniorandgetthemoneyand

leavehimbrokeandwithnochild

Iremovedmyhandfromhimandsmackedhimon

theface

Me:twoweeksGEORGE,TWOWEEKSANDTHISIS

WHATIGET?!

Hetriedtosaysomething

Me:youdon’tevenaskmehowIamdoing?IfIam

happy?Ifmymotherisgettingbetter?Nothingyou



justcomeupwiththatafterdisappearingfortwo

weeks,youweresupposedtoprotectme.

Him:IamsorryAmelia,excusemeforreactinglikea

humanbeing,imagineifIcameandtoldyoumynew

bosswantsachildwithme

Ipausedwhenhesaidthis

Him:howdidyouexpectmetoreact?Youwanted

metobehappyanddanceatthefactthatyoucould

becarryinganotherman’schild?WhatAmelia?Now

youcan’ttalk?

Me:Iamsorrybut…

Him:nobutsandthewayyoudisregardmy

intensionshasmeonsuspicion

Me:what?

Him:youwentaheadwithitdidn’tyou?

Me:Georgeyouwerenotheresodon’tblamemeat

all

Him:sothatgaveyoutherighttogoaheadwithit?

Ikeptquiet,thereisnothingtotellatall.He



disappearedonme

Me:wellifyouhadstayed…

Him:isthatwhyyounolongerliveinyourhouse?

Whereismother?

Me:sheisatthemedicalinstitutionthatMichael

organizedforherandispayingfor,andIamliving

withMichaelnow

Hemovedclosertome

Him:soyouchosehimoverme

Me:IcametoyourhouseGeorge,wherewereyou?

Hekeptquietandlookeddown

Me:wherewereyouwhenIknockedtwoweeksback

hopingthatyouwouldanswerbutnothing?You

comeherethrowingthisstuntsbutyouwerenot

thereforme,youwereneverthereforme

Hepausedandtriedtomovetome

Me:noIdidn’tchoosehimyoucausedmetomove

inwithhim

Him:fineIambacknowsoyouwillmoveinwithme



Me:thatisnotgoingtohappen,Iwon’tmoveupand

downtryingtofeedintothismuscularityofyours.

Nowpleaseleavethisisofficetimewewilltalk

whenIamfree

HeheldmebythehandandtriedtodragmeandI

hithishandoffme

Me:Michael,ImeanGeorgethisiscrazy!

Itisinsanethewholescenewasinsanepeoplein

theofficewerelookingatus

Michael:whatthehellisgoingonhere?!Thisisa

placeforwork

Helookedatthepeoplelookingatus

Michael:everyonebacktoworkoryouareallfired

EveryonedisappearedandIstoppedmovingjust

stoodtherelookingathimscaredofwhathemight

do,Ihaveneverseenhimthisangry

George:Iamtakingmygirlfriendwithmetopackher

bagswearegoingtomyhouse

HelookedatmeandbackatGeorgewiththesame

darkeyesandblankface



Michael:likehellyouare,sheisstayinginmyhouse

andthatisfinal

Hespokesocalmlysoemotionless

George:youtookadvantageofher!

Me:stopitbothofyou!MichaelIamsorryfor

causingdramaintheofficeandGeorgewewilltalk

whenwegettomyroom

Michael:heisnotcomingtomyhouseandthatis

final

George:wellthensheiscomingtomineandthatis

final

Me:stop!

IclosedmyeyesandturnedtoMichael

Me:youpromisedthatIwillhavemyownprivacy,

thisisthetimeforhimandmetotalkplease

HelookedatGeorgeandbeforereturningthegaze

tome

Him:hewillrespectmyhouse!

Me:Ipromise



George:IwilltreatitthewayyoutreatAmelia

Me:Georgeshutup!

MichaelmovedclosertoGeorge

Me:bothofyoupleasejustcontrolyour

testosteronesplease

Idon’tknowwhatwashappeningbutIwasnotliking

thefeelingoffeelinglightheaded.Ihadnoideawhat

washappeningbutIfeltbloodrushtomyheadthat

istheonlythingIcanremember

……

George:babycanyouhearme

Istruggledtoreadjustmysightandthoughts,we

wereintheofficefightingandIfeltverylightheaded.

IlookedatGeorge

Me:whathappened?

Him:youareinahospitalyoupassedout

Iquicklysatupandeverythingstartedtomake

sense

Me:whereisMichael?



WhyamIaskingabouthim?

George:heisoutside

Inoddedandthedoctorwalkedinfollowedby

Michael

Her:wellIcansaythattheinseminationwasahuge

success

IclosedmyeyesprocessingeverythingandMichael

squeezedmyhand,awholelotofemotionsare

runningwild,IamhappythatMichaelisgoingto

havehischild,butthewaythechildwasconceived

isstilltraumaticforme,forninemonthsIgettobea

partofthisbaby’slifebutjustthatninemonthsand

afterthatIamnothingtoitnothingatall.Iamnot

evenreadytobeamother,IstillhaveGeorgebymy

side

Her:youneedtostopstressing,yourbloodpressure

wasupanditcouldbedangerousforyouandthe

baby.Everythingelselooksgood,Idon’tseeany

reasontokeepyouinhere,Michaelhasalready

signedforeverythingandtakenyourmedication

Ilookedathimandhedidn’tevenlookatmehekept



staringatmystomach,Iwonderwhatishappening

inhismind

Me:thankyou

IsatupandMichaelhelpedmeupandoffthebed.

Georgejuststoodthereemotionallydrainedwith

tearsinhiseyesIwalkedclosertohimfeelingvery

guiltybutthefactthatIwasstillinMichael’sarms

stoppedme.Whyishetouchingmelikethis?I

wiggledoutandwebothavoidedeyecontact

Me:thankyouIwanttogohome

Them:Iwilltakeyouthere

Theybothstaredateachother

George:sheismygirlIwilltakeherthere

Michael:shestaysinmyhouseIwillbetheone

takingherthere

TheycontinuedtobickerandItookoutmyphone

requestingataxiassoonasitalertedmeit’shere,I

stoodupandwalkedtodoor

Michael:wheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?



Istoodstillandfacedhim

Me:home

HenarrowedhiseyesdangerouslydarkandIclosed

myeyestryingnottobeintimidatedbyhim

Me:pleaseMrBoltplease

IlookedatGeorgeandwalkedout,Ihalfrantothe

taxiwhenIsawMichaelfollowingme.Whydoeshe

dothesethingsatleastGeorgegotthehint.I

slammedthedoor

Driver:heywatchitmiss!

Me:sorry

Driver:whereto

Ireallyneededtoseemymother,thosetwomencan

wait.Igavehimthedirectiontowheremymother

was…Ireallymisshersheisandwillalwaysremain

mybestfriend
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Thewholeridetomymother’swasintenseIkept

shakingmyleginanticipation,ithasbeenawhile



sinceIlastsawher,Iwonderhowsheisdoing,ifshe

missesmeorifsheisgettingbetter.Ijusthopeshe

doesmissmeandsheisgettingbetter,Iamdoing

allofthisforher,Ineedherthatmuchshemeansa

lottome.ThemomentthecarstoppedIlookedout

thewindowandsawthisbigprivateinstitutionand

immediatelybecameintimidated

Driver:Ma’amwearehere

Ilookedathimandnoddedgettingoffthecarslowly

Driver:nexttimeIamgoingtochargeyouextrafor

wastingtime

Me:sorry

Howrude,Iwatchedhimdriveoffandlookedback

atwhereIamgoing.Islowlywalkedtothereception

andfoundaladythereonthephonetherewere

peoplewalkinginandoutupanddown.

Her:hiMisspleasesitformeIwillbewithyouina

second

ShesmiledasshepointedtheseatformeandI

noddedsittingdown,Itookamagazineandstarted



readinguntilIgotdisturbedbyhervoiceagain

Her:sorryaboutthat,howcanIhelpyou?

Istoodupandwalkedtoher

Me:Iamheretoseemymother

Sheopenedhercomputerandlookedatme

Her:thename

Me:DianaClover

Shetypedandlookedatmequicklyasifshehas

seenaghost

Her:MrBolt’sDiana?

Inodded

Her:pleasedon’ttellhimImadeyouwait,Iamsorry

ma’amIdidn’trealise,hetoldmethatwheneveryou

comeIshouldn’taskyoualotsofquestionsandI

shouldn’tmakeyouwait.Ireallysorryma’amplease

Iknowthatfeelingforbeingintimidatedbytheone

andonlyMichaelBolt

Me:heyrelaxyouwouldn’thaveknownitwasme



Shenoddedandtookoutaphone

Her:DrMalcolm,thereisapatient’sdaughterhereto

seeher,yessir,DianaCloversir.YesMrMichaelBolt

sir,thankyousir

Shelookedatmewithasmile

Her:hewillbehereshortly

Iturnedtositwhentheliftopenedandadoctor

camerushingtothereception

Him:whereisshe?

Her:theresir

Shepointedatme

Him:pleasecomewithme

Wegotintheliftanditwasveryquiet

Him:welltherehasbeensomenewdevelopments

withyourmotherand…

Immediatelymymindthoughtoftheworstandtears

threatenedtocomeoutwhatiswrongwithmy

mothernow



Me:issheokay?

Him:yesbut…

Me:soshewillseeme?

Him:ofcourseyouneedtounderstandthat

Myanxietywaskickinginsomuchitwasnot

allowingmetolistentohimthepoordoctortriedto

explainbutIwasinahurrytoseeher.Thelift

opened

Him:sheisinthefifthdoorbutisstillhaven’ttold

you

Irunpasthimtothefifthdoorandopenedthrowing

myselfin

Me:mom!

Istoodonthedoorandwatchedherturnherbody

slowlytome,shehadfourmachinesattachedtoher

Me:whyareyouinsomanymachines?

Him:Itriedtoexplaintothat…

Me:mom



Irushedtoher

Her:it’sokaysweetheart

ShelookedatthedoctorwhileIbrokedowninher

arms

Her:Iwillcalmherdownshewon’tlistentoyou

Hewalkedoutandshebrushedmyhairbackpulling

myheadupforcingmetolookather

Her:Iamfinesweetheart

Me:noyounotyouaredying,Idoingthisallforyou

andyouwanttoleaveme

Her:honeywhatareyoutalkingabout?

Icouldn’tstopcryingallthesesacrificesandshe

wantstodie

Her:honeyIamsorry,thoseyearsIdidn’ttakethe

treatment,mycancerspreadouttootherplaces

attackingsomeofmyorgans,henceyouseeme

today,IcouldhavediedbuttheysavedmeIwillbe

finestopstressing

Shewipedmytears,shewasalsoinherowntears



Her:mybabyItoldyouthatyouneedtobestrong,I

amhereandIamnotgoinganywhere

Me:Idon’twanttoloseyoumom,Iwillhavenoone,

youareallthatIhave

Sheheldmetight

Her:youarenotacrywhyareyouthisemotional

Iclosedmyeyesandrealityhit,Iwon’thavemy

mom,Iwon’thavethisbabyandIwillonlybeleft

withGeorgewhojustprovedheisnotreliableatall.

Carlywillprobablybewithhernewman.My

thoughtsbrokewhenshegaspedoutloudly

Her:no!Amelia

ShelookedatmewhileIheldmystomach,whyamI

holdinghisbabyhewon’tlikethis

Her:Ameliayouarepregnant?

IwassoshockedIjuststoppedandslowlyremoved

myhandhowdoessheknow?

Me:mom

Her:George?



Ishookmyheadandshegaspedagain

Her:Ameliawhatdidyoudo?Ididn’traiseyoulike

this,whosechildisit?

Ilookeddown

Her:Amelia!

Me:m…yBo..sss

ShekeptquietandIquicklylookedupknowing

exactlywhatsheisthinking

Me:it’snotwhatyouthinkmom,Igotofferedto

carryhisbabyandhepaidforeverything.

Her:issheapartofyou?

Me:Idon’tknowthesexyetmombutyesmyegg

andhissemen,wedidartificialinseminationsono

wedidn’tsleeptogetherandpleaseforgivememom.

Isignedacontractthatoncethebabyisborn,itwill

gotoitsdad

Her:yougivingyourbabyaway,Lia?

Me:it’snotminemom

Her:thatbabyisprettymuchyoursasitishis



Ameliathisismyfirstgrandchildpleasedon’tgive

herawaysheisgoingtoneedyou

Me:mom

Her:pleaseAmelia!PleaseAmelia

Ilookedatherandgaveherahug

Her:youaregoingtoneedthisbaby

Istoodup

Me:Ihavetogomom

Istartedgettingemotionalagainandwalkedout

aftershesaidgoodbye.Iwalkedallthewaytothe

existandstoodoutsidetryingsomuchnottobe

weakandcrybutIcouldn’t,therainstartedpouring

onmeandmadeeverythingworseuntilIfeltitstop

itwasrainingelsewherebutnotonmenwhy?.I

lookedupandtherewasanumbrellaIfollowedthe

handholdingitanditwasMichaelhewasn’teven

lookingatme

Him:let’sgo

Ididn’tevenhavethestrengthtofighthimand

followedhimallthewaytothecar.AssoonasIgot



inhestartedtheengineandreversedoutofthe

parking.ThewholeridehomewasquietandsoonI

feltmyeyesshutthemselvesclosed.Assoonasthe

carstoppedmovingIwasabouttogetupwhenIfelt

hiscologneclosetomynostrilsandfelthishands

swoopmeup.Hewalkedwithmetothehouseand

gentlyplacedmeonthecouch

Him:Maria!

Iheardhercomingdownspeakingadifferent

language.Islowlyopenedmyeyesandhewasn’t

lookingatmydirection,hisbackwastomyfront

Him:makehersomefoodandpleasemakesure

thatsheeatstheveryfood

HeslowlyturnedtomeandIquicklyclosedmyeyes.

Hecanbesosweetwhenhewantsto,Ireallyneed

hiskindgestureafterseeingmymother

Him:thatwillbefifty

Ikeptmyeyesclosedjustincasehewastestingme

Him:anditiscomingoutofyourpaycheck

Myeyespoppedopenandhelookedatmevery



serious,somuchforbeingagentleman

Me:excuseme?

Him:Icarriedyouhere,Idon’tgotothegymtocarry

you,soitwillbefiftythankyouverymuch

Hestoodupandfacedtheotherwayandwalkedto

thedoor,whatjusthappened

Me:youknowyoucouldhavejustwokenmeupand

Iwouldn’thaveaproblemjustwalkingbymytwo

feetyou.Idon’tcareaboutthepaycheckIjust

thoughtforonceyoucouldbehuman.

Heraisedhishandstillfacingthedoor

Him:don’tforgettoeat

Withthathewalkedoutclosingthedoorbehindhim,

Ilookeddownshakingmyhead

Maria:hereisfoodAmelia

Me:thankyouMaria

Itookthetraylookingatthefoodandsmiling

Her:what’swrong?



Itoldwhathappened

Her:hemadethepaycheckjokewithyou

What?

Me:thatwasajoke?

Shechuckled

Her:yeahhehasaweirdsenseofhumour

Me:indeedveryrough

Ilookedatthefood,therobotgotjokesnowadays.I

feltthefamiliarsoundcomingoutofmeandIjust

laughed

Me:thefactthathejustlookedawayafterwards

Shesmiled

Her:hewashidinghissmile

Icrossedmybrowsinconfusion

Her:ifyouthinkFrancohasabeautifulsmile,ooh

senoritayouhaven’tseenMichael’sit’slikeangels

arecarvingit.It’sapityhedoesn’tsmilealotsince…

Shepaused



Her:butIhaveagreatfeelingwearegoingtobe

seeingthatsmilealot,oohIcan’twaitforhimto

havekids…ifIwashisageIwouldbejumpingonhis

ashesmiles

Iclosedmyeyeshalfinshockingandhalflaughing

Me:Mariastop!

Her:Icouldbestoppinginfrontofhimnaked

Shesmiledasshestoodup

Her:dowhatyoudotomakehimsmile,weneeda

happyMichaelithasbeenawhile

Shewalkedoutleavinglaughinglikecrazy.Iheldmy

stomach

Me:didyouhearthatbabyyourdaddyapparently

canmakejokesandisabletosmile.Therobotgot

feelings…youaregoingtobeingreathandsbaby

andyouwon’tmissmethatmuch.Iwillmissyou

though

IwipedatearwhyamItalkingtoatwoweekold

foetus?

Her:hejustcalled



Ilookedather

Her:eat

IlaughedasImuncheddownmyfood,Istoppedand

lookedatthewindowwhatifhesawthatIwasn’t

eatingjustnow?

[3/5,11:30]Lynne:*CHAPTER13*

AfterthelongdayIhadIcouldn’twaittorestmy

headonthepillow,IwaitedandwaitedforGeorge

butnothing.Iwalkedtothebedroomandmadethe

bedreadyformetorest.Islippedinbetweenthe

sheetsandlookedup“youaregoingtoneedher”my

mother’swordskeptplayinginmyhead.Ilookedat

myflatstomachandrolledtothesidelookingatthe

window

Me:shewillbefine,shehasMichaelandIhaveyou

Ismiledandtouchedmystomach

Me:IamsorrybabyIdon’tevenknowyourgender

Stoptalkingtoitstopitjuststop.Ifeltmybed

adjustingtoaccommodatesomeone’sbody.I

quicklyturnedreadytoattack.Heheldmecloseto



himandthesmellwassosoothingsofamiliarinthis

foreignenvironment.Hekissedmyforehead

Him:Iamsorry,IamsorryfordisappearingandIam

sorryfornotbeingthereforyou

Ismiledandlookedintohiseyes

Him:Amelia

Heshowedmetheroseshebought,Icouldn’tstop

smilingafteralltheseyearshestilldoesn’tknowmy

favouriteisliliesespeciallytheorangelilyorfirelily

thatismyfavourite.Regardlessofthehintsonmy

phonecover.

Me:promiseyouwillneverdisappearagain

Henoddedashebroughthishandsonmyfaceand

kissedmyforeheadbeforeweendedupsleeping

withmeinhisembrace

…..

*MICHAEL*

ThemomentIfoundoutaboutthepregnancyI

requestedthemedicalreportandalertedthelawyer

andFrancotocomeseemeinmyofficeIhave



rathersomeexcitingnewsforthem…Jackcannot

haveeverythingIworksohardfor…Iwon’twatchit

slipthroughmyfingersoncemore.Idroveallthe

waytotheofficeandboughtthemostexpensive

champagneever.ThedooropenedandFrancocame

infirst

Him:whatisthisallabout?

Ipointedattheseatinfrontofhim

Me:sitdownyouareabouttofindoutsoonenough

Webothsatandhelookedatmewithsomuch

curiosity

Him:whatdidyoudo?

Me:Isaidyouwillfindoutdidn’ti?

Herelaxedinhisseatandthelawyerfinallycame

beforethetensioncouldraise

Me:ahGentlemenshallwebegin?

Both:yes

Ipouredthechampagneforthebothofthemand

handedtheglasstoeachandeveryone



Me:todaywearecelebratingthefactthatAmeliais

pregnantwithmychild

Francochokedonhissaliva

Lawyer:Ineedtoseetheevidence

Me:noneed

IgavehimthemedicalreportshowingexactlywhatI

wassayingprovingthatAmeliawasindeedpregnant

Him:wellinthatcaseIjustneedyoutosignthis

paperswhichwillmakeyouthesoleheirand

beneficiaryofthecompany

Ibreathedtomyself

Me:handoverthepapersletmesign

Hesmiledandhandedthepapersover,allthree

raisedourglassesforatoastafterwards

Me:totheBoltfamilyandthecompany

Them:cheers

Lawyer:IhavetogoIhaveanotherclienttosee,it

hasbeenapleasureyoutwo



Weshookhandsandhewalkedout

Him:yousicksonofabastardyoufinallydidit

Iturnedtohimwithangerstartingtoraise

Him:youfinallygettohaveachild

Me:yes,Francoisthataproblem

Him:itisaproblemwhenIseemybrothermaking

thesamemistakesasmyfather

Iwalkedtohimwithangerhowdarehecompareme

toourfather?

Me:andwhatmistakeisthat?

Him:mistakeofnotlivingandmakingfatherhappier

thanyourself.Michaelyouareyoungyoushouldbe

outtherefindingtrueloveandstophidingbehind

thiscompany

IclosedmyeyesatthewordstrueloveandBella

poppedin

Him:thinkingaboutherwon’thelpyou.Youneedto

moveon

Me:DON’TTELLMEWHATTODOANDHOWTO



LIVEMYLIFE!

Ifinallysnapped

Him:Iamtellingyou,youaremoreevilthanyour

father.Thedayyoudieyoutwoaregoingtoface

eachotherinhellforwhatyoudidtoAmelia

Me:andwhatexactlydidIdotoAmelia?

Hescoffedandlookedsideways

Him:youforcedhertobeyourbabymommafor

yourownselfishreasons

Hefinallylookedatme

Him:don’tyouthinkIwantedtoownthiscompany?

Don’tyouthinkIcouldhavemadePatrickbeforeI

reachthirtyandhavethiscompanychange

everythingsoyoucouldn’tbeunderpressureof

creatingachildandco-ownwithme?Don’tyouthink

Iwouldhavelovedtorubitinfather’sfaceinhell

thatIamtheowner?Ididn’tdoashesaysbecause

hestillhascontrolofourlives.Iwouldhaveplayed

directlyinhishandsandlivethelifethathewanted

formenotthatIwantedformyself.MichaelIamnot



stupid.IwantedtoliveanddamnIamliving

Ilookedathim

Him:IreallyhopedyouwouldforgetaboutBellafor

achangeandfindlovewithsomeoneelse

Ichuckledwhenhesaidthis.Ridiculous,allwomen

arethesame

Him:IthoughtAmeliawastheonetotametheheart

Iclosedmyeyesandherpicturescametomymind,

herface,hersmile,thefirsttimeIheardherlaugh.

WhatisFrancoplayingatheknowssheiswith

GeorgeandIwon’tdotoanothermanwhatBelladid

tome,thepainisunbearable.It’slikesomeone

rippedyourheartopen.IneedtogetAmeliaoutof

mymindagain.TonightIwillhavetofindanother

girltodistractme

Him:Ihaveseenwhatyoudoforher,youfollowher

likeacrazymaniac,youhaveherinyourhouselikea

prisonerandyoudon’tevenwantthemale

colleaguestotalktoher.Yougiveherridiculous

amountofwork



HeisplayingmymindandIdon’tlikeitatall

Me:STOP!

Hewalkedbackalittle

Me:sheisjustcarryingmychildandifyouthink

thereissomethingelsesomethingiswrongwithyou

Henarrowedhiseyes

Me:sheisinlovewithsomeoneelseandIdon’t

wanttogetinherwayoftruelove.Sostoptryingto

playmindcontrolwithmeandmindyourown

business

Iturnedandwalkedtomydesktakingmybriefcase

andlaptopbag

Me:Ihavetogoyouwilllockup

Iwalkedtothecarandopenedthebackdoorthrew

everythinginandbangedthedoorclosed.Whothe

fuckdoeshethinkheis?Justbecauseheismy

brotherdoesn’tgivehimtherighttointerfereinmy

life.Hedoesn’tknowwhatisgoingon

Him:waitforme



Me:andwheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

Him:anywhere

Ilookedathim

Him:IpromiseIwon’tmentionheroranyoftheevil

goingoninmyfamily

HeraisehishandsasIshothimmyangryflareand

webothendedupsmiling

Him:thatwasn’tsobadnowwasit?

Me:youarepayingbytheway

Him:IamnottheCEO

Me:couldhavebeenbutchosenottobe

Webothlaughedandgotinmycardrivingtothe

nearestbar

Him:beforeanythingareyoureadytobeafather

Islammedthebreakshardandstaredathim

Me:Ithoughtwearenottalkingabout…

Him:nowearetalkingaboutthefutureheir

Iclenchedthesteeringwheel,andthatwasagood



questiontoask.WhatdoIknowaboutbabies,I

neverhadababyuntilnow?

Me:canwejustdrink

Hesmiledandlookedattheroad.Ababyiscoming

andIhavenoideawhattodowithit.Iamgoingto

bethereforit,betterthanwhatmyfatherusedtodo

forus.Iamgoingtoputmybabyfirst.Itdeserves

everythinginthisworld.Iamgoingtomakesure

thatitnevermissesitmother.Ijusthopeintimeshe

willchangehermindandmaybe...Michaelareyou

insane,shewillbreakyourheart

*AMELIA*

Iwokeupinthemiddleofthenightandstaredatthe

roofabove,itwaspaintedinfireredanditsoothmy

eyeswhilelookingatit.Georgewassnoringnextto

meandIreallywasfeelingverythirst.Iwonderif

Michaelcamehomeandatehisfood.Healsoneeds

toeatasmuchasheforcesmetoeat.WhyamI

concernedaboutMichael,IshouldbewakingGeorge

upandaskingifheishungry…besideshecantake

careofhimself,it’sthebabythatcan’t.Irolledof



bedandworemygown,Iwasreallythirstand

decidedtogofetchaglassofwater.Islowlytiptoed

outoftheroomandmademywaytothekitchen.I

frozewhenIsawthekitchenlightsonandslowly

mademywaypeepingtoseewhoisthere

Girl:Michaelplease?

IwalkedclosertoseeMichaelholdinghisheadand

thegirlnakedtryingtogethisattentionkisshimall

over

Her:Michaelpleasejustmakelovetome

Mybloodwasboilingatthewayshewaspleading

andhelookedlikehewasguilty,likehewas

vulnerable,Iwantedtogothereandgivehimahug

George:Iwaslookingforyouareyouokay?

Iquicklyturnedandfacedhim,Iturnedagainand

Michaelwaslookingatmeaswell

Me:yeahIwasjustthirstybutIneedto….Letme

just….

DamnIwastooawkward,Iturnedandwalkedtothe

kitchentofinishmyjourneyandImissedthelast



stepIwasprettysureIwasgoingtofallandhurt

myselfwhenIfelttwoarmsaroundmywaisthold

mefirmfromhurtingmyself,Ilookedupanditwas

Michaelholdingmetightlyinhisarms.Mybody

relaxedandIreturnedthegazehewasgivingme.He

wasn’tangryorblankheactuallylookedatme

warmly

Me:sorryInearlyhurtourbaby

Iwhisperedinfearwaitingforhimtoscoldme.He

gavemeaonesidedsmileandIsawwhatMaria

wastalkingabout,itwashalfasmilebutitwasthe

mostgorgeousthingtoeverseeIjusthopemy

babiescanlooklikehim.Babies?

Him:youalmosttrippedandhurtyourselfandyou

areworriedaboutourbaby?Becarefulwontyou?

HewassosoftandIreallyfeltsosafewithhisarms

aroundmywaist,hewasgentlybrushingmy

stomach.Ihavenoideahowlongwewerelikethat

untilIheardGeorge’svoice

Him:Amelia

Webothturnedhimandtheladyweregivingus



looksandwequicklysatupfixingourselvesbefore

hehelpedmeup

Michael:goodnight

Her:Michael

Him:getdressedacabwillbeheretofetchyou

soon

HewalkeduptohisroomandIlookeddownatthe

stomachwebothsaidOURBABY

###fewmorecominglater#####

[3/5,11:30]Lynne:*CHAPTER14*

Aweekandahalfpassedsincethatnightandthe

wholescenehasbeenplayinginmyhead.Ican’t

seemtogetthewholesceneout,Ican’tseemtoget

hissmileoffmymind.Ican’tseemtoforgethis

touchandthewayhelookedatme.Iwalkedtothe

showerandtookalongshower.Iclosedmyeyes

andslowlywashedmybodywithfoamrunningdown.

Igotoutandwalkedtomyroomdrippingwatertoo

lazytodrymyself.Iwalkedpastamirrorandlooked



atmyselfthroughthemirror.Ikeptstaringatmyflat

stomachwaitingforsomethinglookingatthe

almostinvisibletinybump.Itbroughtasmileonmy

face

Me:hellotherelookhowtinyyouare.Icanalmost

seeyouIknowitismyimagination.

Isaidthispokingthetinywinniebump.Shakingmy

headlikecrazygivingmeacrazyidea.Itookmy

phone

Me:babysinceIwon’tbethereforyouIwanttogive

youthebestsurpriseeverasyourbirthdaypresent.

Youwillknowyouwereneveralone,andIdidlove

youbaby.Iloveyouverymuchbabyveryverymuch

IquicklydialledCarly’snumbersandshepickedup

afterthethirdcall

Her:Lia

Ismiled

Me:Carlyhowareyou?

Her:IamgoodIhaven’tseenorheardfromyouina

while



Ismiled

Me:thatisbecauseIambusybreedingababy

Her:what?

Me:IampregnantyesandIneedyourhelp

Shescreamedthroughthephone

Her:wearehavingababy

Me:heishavingababy

Her:weareandwhatdoyouneedhelpwith?

Me:Iwanttodosomethingspecialforthebaby

sinceIwon’tbehereforit.

Her:stopcallingthebabyit

Me:Idon’tknowthegenderandcanyoujustlisten

Her:sorry

Ismiledasshecontinuedinterfering

Me:Iwanttodoaphotoshoot

Her:aphotoshoot?

Me:yeseverymonthIwanttotakepicturesasthe



babygrows.Iwanttodothisuntilthebabyisborn

andIwantyoutotakethepictureofthebabyafter

thebabyisbornandyoucangiveittoMichaeland

tellhimit’sforourchild

Her:wowAmeliathisisthemostbeautifulthingI

haveeverlistenedto.Whendoyouwanttodoit?

Iclosedmyeyesandthoughtaboutit

Me:wecandoittodayafterwork

Shesquealedthroughthephone

Her:Iwillbehonouredtodosuch

Ismiledandwechattedabitmorebeforeweboth

hungup.IworemyclothesIwasnotevenlookingat

whatIthrewonIjustputthemonandfeltvery

comfortable,welltoocomfortable.Icalledthetaxi

anddroveallthewaytoworkpeoplegavemeweird

looksIguessIshouldhavecheckedwhatIwas

wearinghome.Ireachedmydeskandlookedatmy

attire.Heisgoingtokillme.Icheckedthetimeand

realisedIwaslateforameetingdammit.It’stoolate

togohome.Istoodupandrushedtotheboardroom

itwasalreadyfullandeveryonestaredatme.He



wasalreadydoingapresentation,whattimedidhe

gethere?

Him:niceofyoutojoinusMissClover

Heturnedaroundandlookedatwithavery

dangerouslyseriousface

Him:whatthehellareyouwearing?!

Iblinkedacoupleoftimes

Me:sorryMichaelIdidn’tcheckwhatIwaswearingI

just….

Hebangedhetableandpeopleflinchedtheirbodies

Him:youwillnotaddressmeasMichaelthisisthe

placeforworkandyouwillactanddress

appropriately.Doyouunderstandnoneofmystuff

willcomeintheplaceofworklookinglikethereare

cheap.Weareprofessionalsandwewillbehaveas

suchthisisnotsomeclubyoucandoasyouplease

Iclosedmyeyesandnodded

Him:takeallyourthingsandgohome,youare

excusedfortherestoftheday



HeturnedaroundandIwalkedouttryingmybest

nottocry,Iheldmytearsandrushedoutbumping

intoJohn,Itriedtowalkpasthimandheheldmy

handfirm

Him:areyouokay?

Ishookmyhead,hiswordskeptplayinginmyhead

andtheyhurtbadly…whatwasIthinkingcomingto

worklikethis?Ishouldhavebeencareful

Me:excusemeplease

Irushedtothebathroomandgotinthestall,Iclosed

itandcriedinthere,thinkingofeverythinghesaid.

Cheaphesaid.Thispregnancyisplayingwithmy

emotions.Ishouldbeusedtohimbynow..Itook

outmyphone

Me:Carly

Her:babyareyouokay

Ishookmyheadandrealisedshewasn’tlooking,I

letoutatinywail

Me:pleasecomegetme

Her:okayIamcomingbackrelax



Isatinthestallwaitingforhertext,assoonasshe

textedmeshewasoutside,Iwalkedoutanddried

mytearslookinginthemirrorfixingmyself.Don’tlet

himdestroyyou.Youarestronger,mymothertaught

metobeastronggirlthisisjustaminorsetback

*MICHAEL*

AssoonasIsaidthosewordstoherIwantedto

takethemback,IwantedtorunafterherandtellI

amsorryshedidn’tdeservethat.Weallmake

mistakesandsheispregnantafterall,pregnantwith

mychild.ThedooropenedandJohncamein.He

waslateasusualmyemotionswerehighathowI

justtreatedthemotherofourchild.ButIwanted

themtolearnnottotakeadvantageofmeandthe

factthatwecangetfriendlywitheach.Afterthe

momentwesharednotsorecentItreatherlikedirt

Him:sorryIamlate

Me:don’tsitpackyouthingsandgetout!

Helookedatme

Me:getthehelloutofthecompany!



Heturnedaroundandwalkedout,IwasreallyirkedI

wantedtogotoAmelia.Iwantedtoseeifsheis

alrightbutshewilllearnalso

Me:anyonewhohasideasonhowtoattractnew

clients?ActuallyIamreadyforallyourproposals

startingwithyourteamDan

Isatdownandlistenedtothemandtheydidn’t

attractmyattention.Iwonderifshegothomesafe,

maybeGeorgecametofetchherormaybe…I

openedmyfileandshemadehersecondmistake

therewasafingerprintonmypaper.Ikeptlooking

atitandIwantedtosmile.Shewouldhavediedif

shesawthis,shewouldhaveapologisedoverand

overagain.Icanttakethisanymore

Me:everyonestop.Thismeetingisadjourneduntil

furthernoticewhenyouallhavebrightideas

Istoodupandgatheredmythingswalkingtomy

office

Me:Leemakesurenobodydisturbsmetodayarewe

clear

ShenoddedandIcontinuedmyjourneytomyoffice.



ThemomentIopenedIfeltapunchonmyface

Me:whatthe….

HepunchedmeagainandIfellontheground.I

stoodupandpunchedhim,pushinghimagainstthe

wallandplacedmyhandonhisthroatwaitingfor

himtocalmdown.Justbecauseheismybrother

doesn’tmeanIwonthurthim.IcouldkillhimifI

wantedtorighthererightnow.AfterIwassureheis

calmIreleasedhim

Him:yousicksonofaBitch

Ilookedathim

Him:howcouldyoutreatherlikethis?

Me:thisisaplaceofwork

Him:Idon’tcare,sheisthemotherofyourchild,the

childthatyouforceddownherandthisishowyou

treather?Hassheeverwrongedyou?

Iignoredhimandwalkedbehindmydeskadjusting

mytietobeloose,Ifeltlikeitwasstranglingme.I

feltlikeIwasoutofbreathlikeitwasthewholeBella

incidentagain



Him:youhavehurtthesweetestinnocentgirlever

Me:getout

Him:youneedtohearthis

Me:GETTHEFUCKOUTOFMYOFFICERIGHTNOW!

Hewalkedoutandbangedthedoorbehindhim.The

wholedayIjustworkedanddidn’tevenallowanyone

tobringmecoffeeoranything.Ijustwantedtobe

aloneandbehauntedbyherfaceonmyown.I

neededtogetheroutofmysystem.Icheckedthe

timeanditwaseightpm.Ipackedmythingsand

walkedtomycar.Iwalkedinanddrovealltheway

home.IreachedhomeandfoundthetelevisiononI

walkedtowarditandfoundtwogirlsasleeponthe

couch.Shewasshakinginhersleep.Iwalkedtomy

bedroomandfoundablanketwalkedbackdownand

placeditonher.Shepulleduptheblanketand

sniffeditbeforeshestoppedshaking.Imoved

closertoherfaceandjuststaredatit.Shelookedso

peaceful.ShelookedsobeautifulIwantedtotouch

herface,Iliftedmyhandandraisedithelditinafist

beforeputtinginbackdown.Ilookedatheragain



seeingthelilyonherearsandIlookedatherphone

itwasorangethekindthatlookslikefirewithlilies

onit

Me:Iamsorry,Iwillspendathousandyearsinmy

lifesayingthesewordstoyouIamsorry

Ilookedoverandthereweretissueseverywhere,it

wasfilthybutIcausedhertodothisfilth.Isawan

openboxofpizzaandatubofice-cream.Ilooked

atherstomachandsmiled,ourbabyisinthereand

ourbabymustbeupsetwithmethatmommyis

upset.IlookedatthecameraonthetableandIwas

abouttotouchwhenIheardavoice

Carly:don’ttouchit

Iturnedandfacedher

SheshookherheadinangerandInodded.Iturned

toAmeliaIsawhowpuffhereyeswereIreally

wantedtoholdandtellhereverythingwillbeokay

andthatIwillneverhurtheragainshedeserves

better.

Carly:justleaveusalone



Iturnedtoherandnodded

Me:Iamsorry

Her:youshouldbe,andyoushouldtellittoher.She

ispregnantwithyourchildandletmetellyouMrI

don’tcarewhoyouthinkyouaresheismyfriend

andnobodywillevercallhercheapdoyou

understandme

Me:yes

Her:goodnowyouwillnevertalktoheragain,Iam

takingherhomewithmeIdon’twantheranywhere

aroundyoueverdoyouunderstandme

IlookedatAmeliaandlookeddownbeforegetting

upandwalkingtomybedroom

*AMELIA*

IwokeupinthemorningwithaheavyheadIsniffed

theblanketandIfellinlovewiththescentMichael’s

scentIamgoingtoregretthis,Isawhimlayingon

thecouchoppositeours.Islowlywalkedovertohim

andstaredathisface,helookedstrainedandtired.I

wantedtotouchhimbutstoppedmyselfashis



wordsplayedinmyheadhelookedsobeautifuleven

whenheisstrainedIsawhissmilelineanddimple

holesIwantedtotouchthembutIcouldn’tIdidn’t

wanttobutIwantedtoIlefthimthere.Iwokeup

Carlyandwewalkeduptomyroom,weeachtooka

shower,wesatandtalkedabitmakingjokesand

admiringthepictureswetook.Aftergettingdressed

Iwalkedtothekitchenandfoundfoodonthetable,I

pickedupanappleandwasabouttowalkoutcalling

thetaxiandIfrozewhenIfelthisarmsaroundmy

wrist.Iclosedmyeyesandstoodstill

Him:whereareyourushingtoo?

Me:officebecauseIworkforyou

Iwasafraidtoturnaroundandlookathim

Him:comeon

Islowlyturnedandfollowedhimtothetable,putting

myjacketonthechairandsatdownwhilehedished

up,satdownandwebothlookedatourfood

Him:look…

Me:Ishould…



Webothsaidthisatthesametimeandhecleared

histhroat

Carly:goodmorning

Webothlookedather

Me:Ireallyshouldgettowork

Her:areyoumovinginwithmetoday?

IlookedatherandatMichaelhelookeddownand

couldn’tmakeeyecontactwithme.Iknowhow

muchhewantstobeinvolvedinhischild’slifeandI

couldn’tdenyhimthat

Me:noCarlyIamstayinghere

Theybothlookedatme

Him:Amelia

Me:SirIwillseeyouattheoffice

HelookeddownandIwalkedoutCarlyfollowed

aftermeandofferedmearidetowork

*MICHAEL*

Igottotheofficeandsawherlookingdown.She



avoidedeveryoneanddidn’twantthemtoseeher

pain.IdidthisandIhavetoundoit

Me:clearmyschedule

ShenoddedandIwalkedincallingtheflowershop

Me:hello,Iwouldliketobuyliliumbulbiferum,yes

theonethatiscommonlyknownastheorangelilyor

firelily.PleaseandwriteoutbigfatIAMSORRY

Igavethemtheworkaddressandwhotodeliveritto.

IsatonmychairandwaitedforlunchwhenIwalked

outandfoundhersmilinglookingattheflowerson

herdesk.Shelookedveryhappylookingatthe

messageonthemshelookedaroundtoseewho

haditdeliveredforher.Johnwalkedby.OnethingI

likedaboutthisguyisheknowevenwhenheis

kickedouthecomesbackandreclaimwhat’shis

Him:youlikethelilies?

Shelookedathimsmilingandshenodded

Her:thisissosweet

Him:whoaretheyfrom?

Me:aretheynotfromyou?



Hesmiled

Him:couldbe?Doyoulovethem?Youcanthankme

withthatdinneryouoweme

Iwalkedtoherdeskandclearedmythroatheisnot

takingmyshine.Heisnotwinningmyhearts

Him:sir

Helookedawayshyly

Me:whatistheofficerule?

Hedidn’treplyandshestoodup

Me:John

Him:wedon’tdatecolleagues’sir

Heturnedandwalkedaway,shelookeddownagain

Me:myofficenow

Shefollowedmeandstartedshaking

Her:sirIamsorryIdidn’tknowthat…

Shewasblabberingandshaking.Iclosedmyeyes

andpulledherclosertome

Me:Isentthoseflowers



Shestoppedtalkingandlookedatmeshockedher

lipsslightlypartedfromeachotherandIsmiledto

myself

Her:what?

Itcomeoutasawhisper

Me:because

Icouldn’tstopmyself,Iloweredmyheadanddid

somethingthatwillruinmeforeverIplantedmylips

onherlips,shelookedshocked

Me:Iamsorry

Iwhisperedtoherandkissedheroncemore,this

timesheclosedhereyesandIfollowedandshe

openedherlipsallowingmeinMichaelwhatareyou

doing?

[3/5,11:31]Lynne:*CHAPTER15*

*AMELIA*

Ineverthoughtthiswouldhappeninamillionyears,

ImustbedreamingIreallyamdreaming…noIam

notheisreallykissingmeanditfeelsgood,itfeels

right.Itfeelsgood…hepicksmeupplacingmeon



thetable.ThisisgettingsoheatedIcannotcontrol

myself.Iamlovinghissoftlipsonmine,.Hisminty

breath,thewayheisholdingmywaist,asifIwasa

delicateflowerasif…thewayheistouchingme,oh

nothisisadangerousroadIamgoingonGeorge.

OhmywordGeorge

Me:stop

IamwhisperingasIgentlypushhimawayand

lickingmylipsIwantmoreofhim,Ineedmoreof

him.Heislikeadrug,aslowpoisonousdrug.I

slowlyopenedmyeyespantingtryingtocatchthe

breathehesuckedoutofmehisforeheadwas

restedonmine.Heslowlyopenedhisaswelland

lookedintomyeyes

Me:Ican’tdothis

Igotdownfromhisdeskandlookedintohiseyes.I

can’tbethegirlwholovestwoguysandbreaks

one’sheart.ImeanIloveGeorgebutlatelyIhave

beenmorefocusedonMichael.Ican’tgethimout…I

needto,hehurtmewhatifhebreaksme

Me:Iamsorry



Ibrushedmyhairbehindmyheadandpreparingto

walkout,outofthesinIamabouttocommit,he

stoppedmeandpulledmetohimandliftedmychin

upsoIcouldfacehim

Him:tellmetostopagain

Islightlyopenedmymouthbutthewordsfailedme

dismally,hebroughthislipscloseragainsocloseI

closedtomyeyesinanticipationjustwaitingforhim

todothehonours,weheardthedooropen

Franco:ohsorry,waitwhat?

Webothstoodthatwayanddidn’tmoveatall.I

couldn’tstopstaringathim…whydidn’tIsaystop?

Him:whatdoyouwant?

Helookedatmeboredashequestionedhisbrother

Me:excuseme

Imovedfromhistouchandheheldmyhandholding

meinposition

Franco:youneedtolookatthis….Iamsorrywhatis

goingonhere?



Ilickedmylipsjustthinkingofthekissandlooked

down.Itfeelssorightbutitissowrong.Iwanthim

whatyouhaveGeorge.NostopthisAmelia

Him:wearebusy…nowgettothepointofyoubeing

here

Franco:wellIamsorrytodisturbwhatyouwere

busywithitlookedprettyseriousandintensewayto

intense,youreallywerebusy

Icouldn’tsitthereandlistentothis

Me:Ireallyhavetogo

Franco:beforeyouleave,Ireallyneedyoutoseethis

Heputdownsomefilesonthetablewithstatsand

figures

Franco:someonehaswithdrawnmorethan

30millionfromthecompanyanditlookslikethey

soldsomeofourcompanysecretstoour

competitors

Michaeltookthefilesandstaredthembeforehe

scrambledthemupandthrewthemacrosstheroom

howlinginanger



Him:doyouknowwhodidthis?

Helookedsofrustrateditscaredme

Franco:no,butwhoeveritis,thepersonisfrom

Switzerland

HebangedthetableandImovedfromhim.He

switchedfromlovingtodeadlyinseconds

Him:getustwoplaneticketswillyou

HelookedatmeandInodded,Iwasabouttowalk

outwhenhepulledmeclose,hismouthwascloseto

myear

Him:wehavealottotalkaboutwhenwegethome

Hepulledbackandlookedatme.Whatdowehave

totalkabout?IneedtotalktoGeorgethatswhoI

needtotalkto.WhydidyouagreeAmelia?

Him:youcantaketherestofthedayoff

InoddedandwalkedoutassoonasIgottomydesk

Ileftoutahugebreath,Iliftedthephoneand

organisedtheflightarrangementsforMichaeland

hisbrother.Makingsuretherearehotelsandcars

readyforthemthatside.Ipackedmythingsaboutto



leavewhenmyphonerang,Ipickeduptoseewho

thecallerwasanditwasGeorge.Itriedtoanswerit

upbutmyheartwaspreventingit.Heisgoingto

hatemeforthis.Ineedtoseemymother.Iwalked

outoftheofficeandhailedacab.Sheisolderand

wisethenCarly.AssoonasIarrivedIwalkedin

greetingthereceptionistandwalkedstraighttoher

roomonlytobumpintothedoctor

Him:helloyouarehereforMsCloverright

Inodded,ImeanIaminherwardamInot?Didshe

move?Whereisshe?

Him:misstodayisreallyoneofthosebaddayswere

sheisnotrespondingthewaywearehopingto

treatment

Ilookedathim

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Him:todaysheisnotresponsiveandsheisinthe

worstshapepossible,butshewillbefine

HemovedhisbodysoIcouldseeherandInearly

felldownjustseeingherlayingthere.Shehadan



oxygenmaskonanddidn’tevenmove.Islowly

walkedclosertoandheldherhandinmine.Ifelt

tearscomingoutofmyeyes.Isatandlookedather,

shereallylostweightabitandwasnotherusualself

atall

Me:mom,mommycanyouhearme

Shedidn’trespond,Irestedmyheadonhershoulder

Me:Ireallyneedyounow,Ihavemadeahuge

mistakeIdon’tknowanymore.Idon’tknowhowto

fixit

Ireallywantedhertowakeupandbrushmyhairlike

shenormallydoes,orgivemecoffeelikeshemakes

itandwesitjusttalking

Me:IhavekissedMichael,mybossandmomitfelt

sogood.IhavebeenGeorgeforsolongbutlatelyhe

hasnotbeingthereformeandIunderstanditismy

fault.IhavehurthimbutIhadtoputyoufirst.Mom

beingwithMichaelmeansIhavetoacceptourbaby

butIdon’tknowifIamreadytobeamother.

Iwipedmytears



Me:IneedyoumomIreallydo…

Ifelthersqueezemyhand

Me:mom,canyouhearme?

Her:yesssss…

ItwasveryweakIhuggedhertightly,shereally

soundedtiredandweak

Her:babyyouaremakinganoise.Youcan’talways

cometome.Youneedtogrowupnow

Shestruggledtoopenhereyes

Her:youdowhatmakesyouhappy

Isatdownandlookedathershewasstrugglingto

breath

Her:Iwon’tbethereforever.Don’tthinkaboutmeor

anyone,justthinkaboutwhatyouhappy

Inoddedandsheweaklysmiledatme

Her:Iwasrestingsopeacefully

Me:toopeacefully,IthoughtIwasgoingtoloseyou

Shechuckled



Her:andleavemylostcausedaughter,nojustgive

metime.Goandtakecareofmygrandchild.Once

sheisbornyoucancomebackseemeokay

Me:nomom,Iamnotleavingyou

Her:Idon’twantyoustressingthebabypleasejust

go.IwillseeyouwhenIamfine

Shepressedabuttonandanursecame

Her:pleasedon’tallowherinagain

Me:whatno!nomomno!

Her:pleasegetheroutsoshedoesn’tstressthe

baby

Thenursecametomeandholdingmeawayfrom

her

Her:babythisisforyourowngood,therewillbe

daysworsethanthisandtheywillhurtyouandthe

baby,Idon’twantyoutoseemeweakpleasemy

babyjustdothisformeonceplease.Mygrandchild

deservesastressfreeenvironment

Me:momplease



Thenursehelpedmetothedoor

Her:it’sokaysweetheartIwillcallyou

ThenurseclosedthedoorandIstoodtherelooking

atmymotherthroughtheglasswindow,she

mouthed“ILOVEYOU”Iturnedfromherandwalked

away.Icalledthecabtryingbyallmeansnottocry

andgavehimthedirectionstoCarly’shouse.Sheis

thenextbestthingaftermymother.Igotoutofthe

carandwalkedtoCarly’sdoorwithoutknockingI

allowedmyselfin

Me:Carly!

IstoppedwhenIbumpedintoaman,amanI

thoughtIleftattheoffice

Me:you

Him:hi

Hewaswearingatowelandmovedtothesitting

roomtowatchTV,hesatonthecouchmyheart

begantorace

Me:CARLY!

Ikeptstaringathimasshegraceduswithher



presence

Her:ohmywordAmelia

Me:whatisgoingonhere?

Her:Icanexplain

Me:whatisJohndoinginyourhouse?

Him:Amelia

Me:don’tsayanything

Her:Iwasgoingtotellyou…youseeJohnandIhave

beendatingforawhilenow

Theybothlookedateachother

Her:andwekindof…

Me:kindof?

Shelookeddown

Her:youseeyesterdaywhenyouandMichaelfought,

hecamehomeIsawthewayhelookedatyou,he

reallylookedpainedandIkindoffeltsorryforyou

Ilookedathershocked

Her:andwhenyouthoughtIwassleep,actually



crazythingshappenwhenafriendisaroundand

sleeping…wellIsawthewayyoulookedathim.That

iswhenItalkedtoJohnandwedevisedaplanto

kindofacceleratethislovestory

Ilookedathershocked

Me:youwhat?!Doyouhaveanyideawhatyouhave

done?

Iheldmyheadindisbelief

Me:youjustruinedthingsforme

Her:howdidIruinthingsforyou?

Me:youknowIamwithMichaelandyouhookmeup

withMichael

IrealisedwhatIjustsaid

Me:GeorgeyouknowIamwithGeorge

Iheldmyheadwalkingupanddowntryingtocome

totermswithwhatishappening

Her:Georgetreatsyouliketrash

Ilookedather,howcouldshesaythataboutGeorge?

Sheknowswehavebeentogetheroralongtime



Me:wellheistheloveofmylifeandnow…

Her:andnowwhat?Whenwasthelasttimehe

calledyou?Ihatetoseeyouthisworriedabouta

grownman…ifhewastheloveofyourlifeyouwould

bepregnantwithhischild,youwouldbekissinghim

andnotMichael

Me:youmademecheatonhim

Her:areyoumad?Ididn’tholdyouandpushyouto

kissMichaelatall

Me:Ican’tdothisatall,Ineedtogo

Her:AMELIA!

Iwalkedoutandhailedacab,everythingkept

playinginmyhead,whatisgoing?WhydidIrespond

tothekiss…whatishappeningbetweenMichaeland

I?DoIreallylovehim?Whatdoeshemeantome?

Maybeit’sthebabythatdidthis.IfIwasn’tpregnant

wouldhekissme?Whydidhechosemetobehis

babycarrier?WhydidIsignthecontract?Igotoff

thecarandwalkedtothecouch…Iwaitedforhim

thewholeremainderoftheafternoonuntilIended

upsleeping.Myownmotherkickedmeoutofher



ward…seeingherlikethatisheart-breakingandI

couldn’tsharethatwithmybestfriendbecauseshe

decidedtoplayGodwithmylife.Idon’tknowhow

longIsleptIfelttwoarmscarrypickme…Iwastoo

tiredtoevenlookwhowaspickingmeupIjust

wantedtosleep.Iputmyarmsaroundhisneckand

restedmyheadonhisneck…Michael,thisishis

cologne.Iguesswewonttalknow….IjusthopeI

didn’taffectthebabyinanyway
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Morning,itwouldhavebeenagoodmorningifI

wokeupinmyroomandtookashower,talkingto

thispeathatisgrowinginsideme.Butno,Islowly

openedmyeyesandIwasrestinginhisarms.Heis

brushingmyarmwithhissofthandlookingupatthe

ceilingdeepinhisthoughts.ItriednottomovesoI

couldn’tdisturbhispeacebuthestoppedandgot

outofbedwalkingtothebathroom…Isatupand

admiredtheroom,itwasbigandeverything

matchedwitheverything.ThebedwassobigIfelt

rathersmallonit…Igotupandsatbythewindow,I

couldseeeverything,peoplecominginandout,the



neighbourhood…theviewwasbeautifulandthewind

waspeaceful.Istoodupwalkingaroundtheroom

andlookedattheinterior,touchingandloving

everything.Hegavemeadullroom.Iwalkedtohis

picturesandtherepictureofhimasakid,hereally

wascutewithamanthatlookslikehimprobablyhis

father.Therewasapicturewithhimandablondgirl.

Shewassobeautiful,shewaslookingatthecamera

andhewasjustlostinherworld…Ifeltsomething

insidemeraise,itcan’tbejealousyImeanthey

couldhavebeenfriends.Stopit.Imovedawayfrom

thepictureandreturnedtothewindow

Me:Iamweirdrightbaby

Itouchedtheflattummylookingout

Me:youwouldthinkIknowswhatIwants…buta

picturemademeveryjealous.Whatifshehurt

daddy.Sheisabadwomanrightbaby…whatifshe

isdeadandIambeingridiculous…whateveritis,itis

noneofmybusiness

Istoodupstilllookingatmyflattummyandwalked

tomyroom,Itooneedtorefreshdon’tI?After



gettingdressedIwalkedtothekitchenandbumped

intoMaria

Her:breakfast

Inodded

Her:atleastsomeoneiseating

Ilookedatherconfused

Her:Michaelneverreallyeatshelikestoorderusto

eatbuthedoesn’twhenheisstressed

Sohepumpsmefoodandhedoesn’teat,this

paybacktime

Me:youcangivemehisfoodandIwilltakeittohim

ShelookedatmelikeIwasinsane

Her:areyousure

Inoddedandshecheckedthetime

Her:heisinhisstudyatthistimeandallIcansayis

goodluck

Me:thanksIamgoingtoneedit

Itooktheplatewithsoftporridgeinandpreparedto



leave

Her:gracias

ShegavemethedirectionstothestudyandIwalked

allthewaytothere.Ipeepedthroughandfoundhim

onhislaptoptyping,helookedveryserioushe

wasn’tevenlookingaround.Whenhisphoneranghe

didn’tevenbothertolookatitheremainedfocuson

whateverhewasdoing.IhopeIdon’tregretmyself

forthis,Iopenedthedoorandallowedmyselfin

carryingtheplateandwalkedovertohisdesk.Iam

goingtojustbelikehimroleswap

Him:whatdoyouwantAmelia?

Hedidn’tevenlookup,howdoesheknowit’sme?I

lookedaroundandbreathedoutloudly

Me:eat

Hedidn’tlookatmeandpointedatthespaceonhis

deskwhiletyping

Me:Michaeleatyourfood

Hemovedhiseyesandlookedatmewithaweird

expression.Iwantedtolaugh,hewasshocked.He



pushedhischairbackandmovedtothecabinetwith

hismanyfiles.Hisofficewasreallybig.Ithadspace

andanicecomfortablecouchin.Isattherewaiting

toseewhathedoesnext

Him:Amelia,asyoucanseeIamquitebusyyoucan

excuseyourselfwewilltalk

Ibitmylowerlipandstilllookedathim.Hesatdown

andwithabluefileandtookoutsomepapersjust

typingfromthemandscratchinghisheadin

frustration.

Me:Iamnotleavinguntilyoueat

Him:suityourself

Hereallydidn’tentertainme,Istoodup.Iamhell

bentonannoyinghimwithfoodlikehenormally

doestome.Istoodupandtiptoedbehindhim

lookingashetyped

Me:eat

Iwhisperedinhisearandheturnedtomestartled.

HereallylookedscaredandImovedtohisdeskand

closedthelaptop



Me:thereisplentyoftimetosavethecompanynow

weneedtosaveyourstomach

Itookaspoonfulandmovedittohisface.Hesat

backwithanamusedfaceandraisedhiseyebrows

Me:comeon

HeopenedhismouthandIfeedhim

Me:seeitwasn’tthatbadwasit?

Hechuckledandtriedtolookaway.Iwantedtosee

himlaughandIheldhisfacesohewaslookingat

me.Hecontinuedtochuckleshakinghishead.Ikept

feedinghimuntilhewasdone

Him:youarenotafraidofme?

Ismileddeepdownscaredthismightbemylastday

onearthandIbravelyshookmyhead.Hestoodup

andwalkedtome

Him:youwouldrathergoagainstmyword

Hewalkedcloserandclosertome,Iwantedtomove

butIwasonthetableandIcouldn’tsomybody

automaticallywentdownonthedeskandhe

broughthiscloserandcloser.UntilIfelthislipson



myneckandIclosedmyeyesjustfeelinghimin

Maria:Iamheretocollecttheplate

Hestoppedandliftedhimselfuphelpingmeupalso

Him:everytimeItrytogetclosetoyouweget

disturbed

Icheckedthetime

Me:weneedtogotoworkalso,Iwillseeyouatthe

office

Iturnedaroundandhestoppedme

Him:Mariacomein!

Shecameinandlookedatus,shelookedatour

handsandsmiled

Her:Ijustwanttheplate

Shetookitandwenttothedoor

Her:behavekids

Weturnedandlookedateachotherassheleft

Me:Michael,thiscan’tkeephappening

Henodded



Me:IamwithGeorgeandweloveeachother

HenoddedoncemoreandhewassoclosehowdidI

missthis?

Me:andwe…

Icouldn’tfinishmysentencebeforehislipswereon

mylips

Me:Michael

Hekissedmeagain

Him:Isorryitcannothappen,abeastandalamb

cannotfallinlove

Hemovedawayandclosedhiseyesopeningthem

againasifaswitchwenton

Him:youcantakeoneofthecarsifyoucandrive

Inodded

Him:sorted

Heturnedaroundtookhisjacketandwalkedaway

fromme

Me:Michael



Hedidn’tturnatall.IwalkedoutandaskedMaria

aboutthecarkeysshegavemeoneanddirectedme

tothegarage.TherewerefourcarsandItookthe

onewhichthekeyopened.Isatinfeelingtheinterior

ofthecar,thefreshsmellofunusedcarhitme.I

thoughtofMichaelandGeorgeandhowtheyboth

mademefeel.ThephonerangandIignoredit.Ijust

needtogettotheofficenow.Idroveallthewayto

theofficeandgreetedLee,wehaven’treallyhang

outinawhileandshelookedverygood.Ibumped

intoJohn,hetriedtosaysomethingandIwalked

pasthim.Igottomydeskandtheofficephonerang.

Whendidhegethere?

Me:yessir

Him:myofficenow

Ihungupandwalkedintohisoffice

Him:didyouconfirmalltheflightand

accommodationarrangements

Me:yes

Helookedatme,Ididn’twanttobeembarrassedin

theofficeeveragain



Me:yessir

Hecontinuedlookingatme

Him:didyoucancelallmyotherappointments

Me:yessir

Him:goodnowthereisanimportantinvestorIhave

tosee,wouldyoureferthatinvestortoFrancointhe

timebeing

Ilookedathim,isn’tFrancogoingaswell

Him:andmakesuretogivehimallmyfiles

Me:yessir

Him:thatwillbeall

Me:thankyousir

Iwalkedout.AssoonasIclosedthedoorI

mimickedmyself

Me:yessir,nosir,maybesir,Idon’tknowsir

Thedooropenedandhelookedatme

Him:doyouhaveanythingtosayMa’am?

Ishookmyheadandwalkedtomydesk,Ilookedat



himandhewaslookingatmelikeacrazylunaticor

averypeculiarspecie.Hewalkedbackwithout

closingthedoorandIlaughedsilently.Iopenedhis

diaryonthecomputerjusttomakesomeminor

changes,andtohavemylittlefun

“DeardiaryIamMichaelandIhavemoodswings

likeapregnantlady.Ihavenocontrolofmy

emotionsandI….”

Him:Iamveryconfidentthatisnotmydiary

HewhisperedinmyearandIturnedquicklytryingto

erasewhatIhavewritten.Onehandheldmyheart

fromtheimpendingheartattack…Imovedmyother

handfromthecomputertomystomach…thispoor

babyhasbeenthroughalot

Him:paybackisabitch.

Helookedatmystomach…

Him:todayIorganisedforustoseeagynaecologist

tocheckontheprogressofthebaby

Inodded

Him:Iwouldliketodoitbeforeweleave



Me:okay

Istoodupandpackedmythingsaswewalkedto

thedoor

Him:yourcarormycarFranco?

IturnedandlookedforFrancoandhewaslookingat

me

Me:excuseme?

Him:what?YoucalledyourselfFrancowhenyou

arrangedflightticketsforus…Ihopeitisaunisex

namewhereverwearegoing

Hedirectedmetomycarafterwinkingandtookthe

carkeys.ThewholewayIkeptlookingoutthe

window,Iamgoingtofindhearthesoundofthe

baby.IfIdolikeMichael,Istillwon’thaveaccessto

thebaby.Thebabyisstillnotmine.Itishisbabyand

Iamjustacarrier.Wearrivedatthehospitalandhe

parkedthecarandopenedthedoorforme.We

walkedingreetedtheDr,thefirstonewasamale

oneandMichaelbeingMichaelwentoutand

requestedafemale,regardlessofmetellinghimI

wasfineeitherway.Irestedonthebedandwatched



thedoctorbringingcloserthevaginalultrasound

Her:wegoingtousethis,Ipreferitbetterthanthe

normalone,areyouready

SheputontheglovesandIlookedawayIcan’tform

attachmentswithababythatisnotmine

Him:canIjust…?

Shenodded

Her:itisokay,Iwillbeoutside

Shewalkedoutandhelookedatmetouchingmy

stomach

Him:Amelia,thisismuchyourbabyasitismine

Ilookedathimandwantedtocry

Him:thecontractdoesn’tmeananything,Ihave

seenhowyoutalktothebabyandtouchit

unconsciously.Lookitisourbabyandifyouwantto

beapartofourlivesyouwon’teverdenyyouthatin

factthereisapossibilitythatthecontractmight

havepossiblyburnedinthefirethedayyousigned

it…Iamnotsure



Idon’tknowwhybutIsoemotionalandnodded.He

stoodupandwalkedtothedoorcallingthedoctor.

Shecameinandwasabouttobeginwiththe

process

Me:doctor

Shelookedatme

Her:yes?

Me:Ihaven’tactuallybeingsexuallyactive

Shelookedatmeconfused

Me:IusedIUItogetpregnantandIamscaredifit

won’thurtmeatall

ShenoddedandMichaelbecametense.Iturnedto

lookathimandhelookedhorrifiedandshocked

Her:itwillhurtandstingalittlebutIamprettysure

youwillbealright

ShebeganwiththeprocedureandIwon’tlieIwas

uncomfortableandheheldmyhandswallowinghard

Her:therewego,let’sseewherethelittlebuggeris.

Shemoveditarounduntilweheardsomething



Her:thereitis

Imovedmyeyesfromhimtothescreen

Her:therethisthebaby’sheartbeat

Isatup

Me:thebabyisreallyinthere

IlookedatMichaelandhealsolightenedup

Him:oursweetLily

IlookedathimshockeddidhecallourbabyLily.He

lookedatmeandsmiled

Him:ifitisagirlofcourse,shewilltakeafteryour

favouriteflowers.BecauseIamsureshewillbelike

you

Iwipedatearhowdidheknow?Georgealways

missedthis.

Him:ourLily

Hekissedmyforehead

Him:canweseethesex?

Her:notyetbuthereisyournextappointment



Herestedhisheadonminejustlisteningtothe

heartbeat

[3/5,11:31]Lynne:*CHAPTER17*

Ilovethewayhekeepsstaringatthebabysonarpic,

heevenrequestedthesoundofhisbaby,Icouldn’t

stopsmiling,Ilovehimwhenheislikethis

Him:heretakethis

Hetossedmethekeysandwalktothepassenger

side,Ikeptstaringathim.Heopenedthedoordidn’t

evenlookatme,heisinlovewithafoetus.Igotin

anddroveushomewhilehewaslostinthesoundof

theheartbeat,hewasevenlisteningtoitthroughthe

earphoneswithasmileonhisface.Wegothome

andhesatonthecouch.Itriedtowalkpastandhe

pulledmetohimandIlandedrightontopofhimin

hisarmsandhewrappedmeinhisarms

Me:Michael

Itriedtogetoutandhetightenedhisgriparoundme

Me:weneedtoleavepleasewearegoingtobelate

Hesmiled



Him:whatisafewminutesawayfromtheworld

goingtodo?

Ilookedathim,andhehadthislookonhisface,the

lookIhaveneverseenbefore.Thelookofdesire.I

gettingtoknowandloveallthesefaces

Him:nothingandyouknowwhy?

Ishookmyhead,smiling

Him:becauseIamthekingoftheworld,Imaketime

goandstandwhenever

Hemoveshislipsclosertomyneckandmovedhis

handupanddownmyback,Iclosedmyeyestrying

tofeelthesensationhewasgivingme,hiskiss

moveddownallthewaytothetopofmybreast.His

onehandtouchedmyotherbreastandtheother

wentfrommybackallthewaytomythighs,Ifeltmy

breathescapeasItriedtogaspforairhemoved

bothhandstomybackhecontinuedtokissmyneck

whilehepushedmybodycloserandclosertohis

body.Imovedmylegtositproperlyonhislegsand

hewasinbetween.

Him:Iamsorry,Ididn’tknowyouhaveneverhadsex



Hestoppedkissingwhilehewhisperedthistome

andIopenedmyeyes,Idon’tevenknowthese

feelingsbutIwantedhimright.Hiseyeswereclosed

andhewasstillsortofsniffingme.Whenhefinally

openedhiseyeshelookedatmeandIwasjustlost

inhiseyes.Imovedmyhandaboveonhishair

Him:thankyouforgivingmetheopportunitytobea

father

Ismiled

Me:Ididitformymother

Heclosedhiseyesandchangedhisfacetoanother

emotionexpressed

Him:hmm….Isthatall?

Inodded

Me:andIpromisedGeorgeIwilltakecareofhis

studiesthisyear

Heopenedhiseyesandlookedatme

Him:whataboutyou?

Ilookedathimashetracedhisfingersonmybreast



top

Him:whereisyourhappinessinallofthis?

Itriedtostandandheheldmeclose

Me:myhappinessisseeingthemhappy,thatisall.

Mymotherwillbewell,andGeorgehasnobodybut

me,hisparentsreallydon’tcareabouthimthey

alreadyseehimasadisappointmentbutIdon’t,I

knowhecangrowfromthis

Hetracedhishandonmyface

Him:andwhataboutyou?

Iclosedmyeyesforasecondwhyisitsodifficultto

answerthis

Me:IamhappywhenIfulfilmypromisestothem

Hetriedtosaysomethingandmyphonestartedring

Ilookedatitandtriedtomovefromhim

Me:Ineedtogetthisitmightbeimportant

Istruggledtogetoutandhefinallyletmego

Me:hello



Istoodupfromhimwalkingaway.Thepersonon

thephonesoundedverydistressuntilInotedthatit

wasindeedGeorge’smother

Her:Ameliayoureallyneedtocomehere

Iremovedthephonefrommyearandlookedatit,

sincewhendoesshewanttospeaktome?

Her:itisanemergencypleasejustcome

Iclosedmyeyesjustthinkingofthekissesand

touchesbehindGeorge’sback.Iamsuchabad

person.Hedoesn’tdeservemeatall

Me:BarbraIdon’tthinkIcancome

Her:please

Shestartedcryingonthephone

Her:hetriedtokillhimself

Ifeltmyheartstopwitheverywordshesaidafterkill.

IfeltmyeyesstartingtostingalittleandIwantedto

cry,Ineededtocry

Her:please,youaretheonlyonehetrustsandhe

won’tspeaktoeitherofus.Helovesyou.Please



comespeaktomyson

Iwipedmytearsjustthinking.Iamtheonlyonehe

trustsandIamtheonlyonehewillallowin…what

haveIdone?Hedoesn’tdeserveanyofthis

Me:Iwillcome,Ijustdon’tthinkitwillbetoday

IturnedmybodytryingtolookforMichael,Ican’tgo

becausewehavetogotoSwitzerland

Me:IwillgetbacktoyouBarbra

AssoonasshehungupIfeltmytearsrolloff

uncontrollably,IsaythatIlovethisguybutIhave

hurthimtothispoint.SlowlyImademywayoutand

triedtorushtothestairswhenIbumpedintohim

andhewasverytensejustlookingatthepassageto

theKitchen

Him:areyouokay?

Me:it’sGeorgehetriedtokillhimself

Ifinallybrokedownandhelookedatmeandback

there.HekepthisarmonmeuntilIcalmeddown

Him:wewillseehimlaterokay,justdon’tstress

please



Inoddedwhilststillsobbingandlookedatwherehe

wasfacing,andtherestoodalady,theoneIsawin

hispictures.Shewasmorebeautifulinperson.I

lookedatherandbackatMichael.Hekepttensing

upwitheverystarehegaveherandIgavetothem

Her:Michael

Shefinallybrokethelongawkwardsilence

Him:Bellawhatdoyouwant?

Shewalkedtowardsusandhechangedhis

expressionitwassodarkandsodeadly

Him:BELLA!

Imovedfromhistouchandhepulledmecloserto

him

Her:Michaeldon’tgotoSwitzerland

HowdidsheknowaboutSwitzerland?

Him:why?

Her:because…

Shelookeddown



Him:SPEAK!

Her:becauseIknowwhoisbehindthemissing30

million

IlookedatMichaelandiflookscouldkillthisBella

woulddefinitelybedead

Him:BELLA!

Her:Michaelplease

Shewalkedclosertous

Her:thepersonbehindthisLola,youraunt,shehas

beentakingmoneyfromtheaccounttobankruptthe

companysoshecouldbuythesharessheso

desperatelywants.ShehassetatrapforyouandI

camehereassoonasIheardaboutitifyousetfoot

onthatplanitwillbetheendofyou.Ineedto

protectyou

Hescoffedandtriedtowalkawayfromherwithme

Her:Ineededtoprotectyouforthesakeof….

Shemotionedforsomeonetocome,andalittleboy

cametoherandheldontoherleg



Her:forthesakeofyourson

Hereleasedmefromhisgripandcontinuedlooking

atthelittleboy.Nowthatshespeaksofit,hehad

thesamedarkhair,pointynoseandtheverysame

eyesashisfather’s.HereallydidlooklikeaBolta

mixtureofMichael,FrancoandBella

Her:Lolaknowsaboutthewillandwilldoanything

togetJacktoinheritthecompany

Michaelwalkedovertoherandplacedbothhis

handsonhershoulder

Him:youdisappearedonthedayofourweddingand

return5yearslaterwithalittleboyclaimingthathe

ismineandsomebogusstoryaboutAuntLola

Her:heisfourMichael,four.Dothemaths

Hecontinuedtoholdherthatwayandlookedatthe

littleboy

Him:youliedtomeandkepthimfromme!Youarea

vileandviciouswomanandIhavenoideawhyin

God’snameIloveyou!

Shestruggledtogetoutofhishold



Her:Michaelyouarehurtingme!

Him:youhavehurtmeforyearsBella!

Boy:mommy!

Him:Iwillnotforgiveyouforthisever!

Ikeptlookingatthelittleboy,Ifeltsadforhim,I

walkedovertohimandheldhimIcouldfeelhewas

scaredandshaking.IhaveseenMichaelangrybut

neverthisangry.Ihaveneverseenhimthis

dangerousandIhopehenevergetslikethiswithme

orourbaby.Ihadtostophimandmakehimchange

somehow

Me:Michaelyouarescaringus!

HelookedoveratusandattheboyreleasingBellain

theprocess

Him:Maria!Maria!

Shecamerushingtous

Her:ohgoodLordwhathasthedevilbroughttoour

doorstep.SweetmotherMaryofJesus,Godsave

oursouls



Him:whenyouaredonewiththischaradetakehim

awayfromus

Hedidn’thaveanyemotiononhimwhichscaredme

becausethisisthetimeheisallowedtobescared.

HelookedatmethanBella

Him:mystudynow!

Shenoddedandlookedatmeaswell

Her:whatabouther?

Him:don’tpatronisemeleaveheroutofthis,my

studyrightnow!

Theybothwalkedawayandwhenhereachedthetop,

heslightlyturninghisheadtomebeforegoingin.I

justdon’tknowifIshouldstaywithMichaelorgoto

George

[3/5,11:31]Lynne:*CHAPTER18*

IwatchedthemdisappearinhisstudyandIwalked

uptomybedroom,Ipackedmyhandbagandcalled

acabtocomeandfetchme.IneededtoseeGeorge

hehasonlyme.“Idon’tknowwhyIloveyouso

much”hiswordkeptechoinginmyhead.Sohe



lovesherandnotme.Icouldn’tstopthetearsfrom

fallingandwaitedforthecabtocome

Him:wheretomiss?

Igavehimdirectionstothegeneralhospital.Ikept

lookingoutthinkingabouttheconversationbetween

himandBella,hehasasonnow.Will?Whatwill?

Whatisthewillabout?Whataboutourbaby?

Him:weareheremiss

Ilookedathim

Me:thereisawill?Whatisinthewill?

Him:what?

What?WhydidIsaythatoutloud?Itookmythings

andpreparedtoleave

Me:sorryaboutthatandthankyou

Ismiledathimandwalkedtothehospital.Iasked

forhisroomandthenursetoldmewhereIwillfind

him.Iwalkedallthewaythereandbumpedinto

Barbra

Me:hello



Shelookedatme

Her:whatdidyoudotomyson?

Ilookedathershocked,sheneverwasthereforhim

Iwasalwaystheonetopullhimup,mymotherwas

moreamothertohimthansheeverwas

Me:howishe?

Her:Idon’tknowAmeliaheishurtheiscryingand

hewon’tstopcallingyourname.Hewrotealetterto

youabouthowyouhavehurthim.Helovesyou

Ameliaandthisthethanksheget?

Ikeptstaringather.Sheisunbelievable

Me:canIseehimplease?

ShepointedathiswardandIfoundhimstaringat

theroof

Me:Georgey

HecontinuedlookingupuntilIrestedmyhandon

hisandhelookedatme,helookedverypaleand

weak.Helostweight,Icouldn’thelpitIwaslooking

attheshadowofthemanIonceloved.Icouldn’t

stopmyself,allthememoriesofustogetherstarted



playing.Ikissedhisforeheadandstoppedmyself

fromcrying,Ineedtoprotectthebaby

Him:Ithoughtyouwouldn’tcome

Hecontinuedlookingatme

Him:LiaIdon’tknowwhatIwouldhavedone

withoutyouinmylife,youaremylife.Theloveofmy

life

Iclosedmyeyeswhenhesaidhis

Him:youdolovemedon’tyou?

ItriedtoanswerhimbutIcouldn’t,afewweeksback

IwouldhaveansweredperfectlyfinebutnowtodayI

couldn’tevenfindtheproperword.Ijustkept

thinkingofhistouchandGeorge’stouch,itjustnot

thesame.WhyamIcomparingthemanthatIloveto

George?ImeanMichaelevenmythoughtsarenot

okay

Him:Lia

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim,helookedso

vulnerable.Soaloneandsolost,Icouldn’tsayno

becausehereallywasnotlookingfine



Him:Amelia

Hewhisperedmyname

Him:Iwontlivewithoutyourlove,Iwontsurvive

withoutyourtouch.IwouldratherIdie.Iwilldothis

overagainifyoudon’tloveme

Iscratchedmyheadandhesqueezedmyopenhand,

Iwantedtoleaveandnotcomebackbuthelovesme

andIdidthistohim…lookingathimnow,hearinghis

words,hisunconditionallove.Helovesmesomuch

thathewantstokillhimself,andIwillbetoblame

forallofthis.Itwillbemyfault

Me:nodon’tthinkthat,IloveyouGeorge

Hesmiledandbroughtmecloserforakiss,itjust

notthesame.Icouldn’tfeelanythinganymore.Why

isthishappening

Him:babyyoucompleteme,Idon’twanttoloseyou

Hemovedhishandfrommeandshiftedhisbodyto

theotherside,hetookoutaringandpulledmyleft

hand.Istoodthereshocked,whatishappening,

pleasetellhimtostop.Godpleasemakethering



disappear.Idon’twanttobemarriednowespecially

nottohim

Him:AmeliaClover

Ilookedathim,itishappening,canthisroofjustfall

ontopofmeandendmymiseryalready.Canthe

worldjustopenupandswallowmeplease

Him:IhavelovedyousincethefirsttimeIsawyou.I

knewmyfutureafterspeakingtoyouandnowIam

askingifyoucanmakemethehappiestmanalive

andbemywife?

Iopenedmymouthtoallowtheairin,Ihaven’t

breathedsinceIsawtheringandnowIreallyneed

tobreathforthebaby’ssake

Him:Amelia?

ItooktheringandslippeditinmyselfsoIcouldn’t

havetoanswerhim.Icouldn’tsayyesorno.he

smiledandIsmiledback,itistheleastIcandofor

him.IwontlieandsayIwanttospendtherestofmy

lifewithhim

Him:youjustmademethehappiestwomanalive



Hehuggedme,Icouldn’thelpit,thehospitalsmell

andeverythingelsewasgettingtome.Ipushedhim

andrushedtothebathroom.Icouldn’tstopthe

vomiting.Iheldontothetoiletseatthesmellwasn’t

helpinganything.Ijustcontinuedtopukeoverand

overagain.OnceIwasdoneIgatheredthestrength

togetupandwalktothebasin,torinsemymouth.I

couldn’tstopstaringatmyself“whatdoyouwant

Amelia”Icouldn’tseetheanswerinmyreflection.

Theringonmyfingerwasn’tmakingthingsany

easier.Iwalkedbacktohim

Him:areyouokay?

Inodded

Me:thesmellisnotgoodforus

Itouchedmystomachandhelookedatit

Him:nowthatwearegettingmarriedweneedtoget

ridofthisthing

Imovedbackfromhim,thisisexactlywhatIdon’t

needrightnow

Me:Georgeitisababy



Him:notitisstillafoetus,Itinydropinthisbeautiful

ocean

Hemovedhishandsaroundmywaistmakingme

sickagain

Him:Iknowyoumighthavestartedthebondingwith

itbutitisnotyourssweetheart.Itwillneverbe.

YoursiswithmineandwewillmakethisbabyI

promise.Atourhoneymoon.Justusandthecandle

lights,thesoftmusicplayinginthebackground,rose

petalsonourbed.Remembertheredroseshoney

Lilies

Him:IwillbeslowlydancingmywaytoyouandIwill

makesureitisthebestromanticnightoftherestof

ourlives

Ikeptlookingathim

Me:howarewegoingtoaffordthat?

Hepointedatmystomach

Him:wearegoingtohaveanabortionandfakethe

mosthorriblemiscarriageofourlives

Mymouthpartedtoallowtheshocktoescape



Him:actuallynotmiscarriage,youaregoingtohave

anaccidentthatwillkillthebaby,Michaelwillbeso

distraughtandsoashamed,andthenIwillmilkhim

ofallthemoneyhehas

Iwastooshockedtoevenbeshockedagain

Him:thinkaboutithoney

Ishookmyheadindisbelief

Me:Georgethisisalivingbreathingbaby

Him:doyouknowthesex

Ishookmyhead

Him:thenitisstillathing

Icouldn’tlistentothismansaythisthings,Iturned

andbegantowalkaway

Him:Ameliacomebackhere

Me:why?

Him:because

Iturnedandlookedathim

Him:becauseIwillkillmyselfforreal



Iclosedmyeyesandlookedaway

Him:Amelia,Iknowthisistoughtoprocessbut

thinkaboutit,callmymotherplease

Iopenedthedoorandcalledherin

Him:don’tleave

Iwalkedtohimandshecameincarryingthreecups

Him:Iorderedthatshebuysuscoffee,andyou

decafwhileyouwereinthebathroom

ShehandedthecuptomeandIkeptstaringatit

Him:tothenewbeginning,andtomynewwife

Icouldn’tbringmyselftodrinkit,whatifhealready

spikedthedrink,thisisnotokay.Livinglikethisis

notokay.Nothingisokay.Theybothdranktheir

coffeeandIplacedmymouthontheopening

blockingtheholewithmytonguepretendingtodrink

it

Me:IhavetogoGeorge

Iwalkedtohimandkissedhisforehead

AssoonasIgotoutofthewardIthrewthecupin



thebinandrushedout,Ihailedacab

Her:whereto?

IgaveherthedirectiontoMichael’shouse.Assoon

aswearrivedIpaidher

Her:thisisaveryfancyhouse,don’tyouhaveacar?

Ilookedatherandnodded,Igotoutandrushedto

beinside.AssoonasIgotinIheardtinygiggles

fromthesittingroom,Iwalkedthereandfound

Michaelplayingwiththekid.Icouldn’tstopstaring

atthemandIheldmystomach

Me:seebabyheisnotsuchabadpersonafterall,

hehasaheartpumpingbloodthemachine

malfunctioned

Helookedatmeandrushedtome,hepickedmeup

andspannedmearound

Him:canyoubelieveIhaveason

HeputmedownandItriedveryhardnottoreact,

pushingbackthepukeandholdingontostopmy

headfromspinning

Him:sorry



Imotionedmyhandintheit’sokaymode

Me:Iamhappyforyou,butisn’titlateheshouldbe

sleeping

Helookedathimandnodded

Him:Maria!

Me:whydon’tyouputhimtosleep?

Helookedatme

Him:Maria!

Shecamerushing

Him:takeDiegotohisroom

Shenoddedandwalkedoffwithhim.Ilookedathim

shakingmyheadandthoughtofthewill

Me:soyouhaveacceptedhimasyourson

Henodded

Him:sheliedtomeforyearsbutheisinnocent

Ismiledwhenhesaidthis

Me:tellmeaboutthewill



Helookedatmeshocked

Me:whatisinthewillthatgotyourauntsoangry?

Hemovedmetothecouchesandsatnexttome,he

tookoutanenvelopeandgaveittome.Ilookedatit

andopenedit…Ireadthewholecontentandlooked

athim

Him:IamsorryIdidn’ttellyou

Ithrewthepaperstohisfaceandhelookedatme

withnoemotionatall

Me:soIwasjustababycarriernothingelse?

Helookedattheringandbackatme,Ididn’teven

havetheenergyleftinme

Him:LolatoldmeIcanhavethecompanybackonly

ifIgiveher50%andgetJackin.Onthecondition

thatBellaandIgetmarried

Istoodupandlookedathim

Him:IneedtosavethecompanyIhaveworkedhard

forthis

Inoddedandbegantowalkup.Iamnotabouttosit



hereandwatchthemplayahappyfamily.Most

importantlyIwon’tsithereandlistentohimthrow

mybabyasabusinessdeal

Me:Iwillgettherestofmystufflater,Ineedyouto

transporteverythingbacktomyhouse.Onthatnote

IamleavingandwillbestayingwithCarly

Hefollowedmeup

Him:Amelia

Iturnedandlookedathim

Him:don’tgo

Me:why?Youhavealreadymadeyourchoice,it’s

thecompany

Helookedatthering

Him:youalsomadeachoice

HepointedattheringandItookitoffthrowingit

downthestairs

Me:Ididn’tmakeachoice,Ineverdid.Thatisthe

problemMichael.Withmemyheartbelongsto

whereIlove.Friend,familyandalover



Ilookedathimbitingmylowerliptostopitfrom

quivering

Me:youareincapableofloving,allyouloveisyour

companyandnothingelse.MichaelIambattlingmy

feelingsoryouandGeorge,andIdon’tthinkyoulove

meatall.IamwillingtoevenleaveGeorgetostay

herewithyou,butIamstartingtoregretthis…Iquit,

IquitbeingyourP.AIquiteverlovingIquit

Hepushedmeagainsttherailwayandstaredinto

myeyes,Igotscaredandlookeddown

Him:pleasejustdon’tleave,sleepwithmetonight

Ilookedathimshocked,hewantssexIjustgaveup

andhewantssex?

Him:noImean…

Hepulledmetothebedroomandlockedthedoor.I

feltmyheartraceinmychest

Him:Iwantyoutosleepinmybednexttome.Just

likewhatmymotherusedtoholdme

Hegotinandmadespaceforme,heneverspokeof

hisfamilybeforeandittouchedmewhenhesaid



this

Him:please

Igotinandhemovedclosertome

Him:IamsorryifImakeitseemlikethecompanyis

closetomethananythingelse

Hewipedmytear

Him:itistheonlythingthatkeptmesaneaftershe

humiliatedmeatthealtar.Myfatherhadaheart

attackandcalledmeweak.Ineededtoprovemyself,

Ihadtobeamanbetterthanthat,buildingthat

companymademethepersonthatIam.Icantlose

younorthecompanyAmelia

Heburiedhisface

Him:pleasedon’tleave

[3/5,11:32]Lynne:*CHAPTER19*

Iopenedmyeyesinthemorningandhishandwas

restedonmystomach.Ikeptrememberinglast

night’sconversation.Iguesshereallydoeslovehis

company,Idon’thavetheenergytocompetewitha

company.Imovedhishandslightlysohewon’t



wakeupandwalkedtothedoorslowlyturningthe

knobsoitwillopensilently.Iturnedtofacehimand

hewasstillasleep.Iclosedhisdoorandwalkedto

myroom.Tookashowerandchangedmyclothes.I

packedabagandwalkedoutofthehouse.Untilwe

bothknowwhatitisthatisimportanttousIwill

leavehim.Hecanplayhappyfamilywithherand

leavemeoutofit.

Bella:hello

IbumpedintoherwhilethinkingandIlookedather

Me:hello

Shesmiled

Her:areyougoingsomewhere?

Inodded

Me:IhavetoleavesinceyouandMichael…

Hersmilebecamebrighter

Her:youaredoingusafavoursweetie,youwillbe

theoddoneout.Thegirllurkingintheshadows

whileweraiseourson



Ilookedather

Her:it’stragicreally.Love

Shewalkedmetothedoor

Her:loveisoverrated,IlovedTombuthewastiedto

hisfriend,soIgotwiththeotherone.Yousee

MichaelistoolovinganditisapityIdidn’tlovehim

thewayhelovesme.Iwon’tlieImissthewayhe

treatedme,thewayhelookedatme.Ireallydon’t

careifhelovesyouornot,becauseIknowIdon’t

feelthatwayabouthim.Buthissondeservesthe

best…hedeservesloveandbothparentsdon’tyou

think.Iamprettysureyoualsowouldlikethesame

foryourchildrenoneday

Ilookedathimandfeltlikeslappingherhard.Wait

doesn’tsheknowIampregnant?

Her:IamprettysureyouunderstandImeanyou

musthavebeenraisedbybothparentsbuskingin

theirlove

Ilookedatherandturnedaround

Me:goodbyeBella



Shedoesn’tdeservetoknowanythingaboutmeand

Iwillnotallowhertohurtmeatall.Mybabydoesn’t

deserveanyofthis.Icalledacabandluckyformeit

wasaroundthecorner.Gotinandgavethedriver

directionstotheoffice.Igotinandwalkedwithmy

bagtomydeskandstartedpackingmythings

John:areyougoingsomewhere?

Iturnedtohimandnodded

Him:doesCarlyno

Ishookmyhead.AndContinuedpacking

Franco:John,Amelia

Iturnedandlookedathim

Franco:whatisgoingon?

Johnwalkedaway,IwasleftwithFrancohejust

staredatmewhileIwaspacking

Him:talktome

Ilookedathimtookadeepbreathandexplained

everything.Hejustlookedatmeandwrappedhis

armsaroundme



Him:doesshenotknowhealreadyownsthe

company?

IshookmyheadhonestlyIdon’tcare

Him:doessheknowyouarepregnant?

Ishookmyheadandbegantowalkaway

Him:whereareyougoing?

Me:Ihavenoidea

HonestlyIhadnoideawhereIwasgoingbutIwas

notgoingbacktothatwoman

Me:Iwillgotoahotelfarawayfromhere

Him:letmehelpyou

Hepickedupmybagandwewalkedout

Me:letmecallthecab

Hechuckledandlookedatme

Him:Iwilldrive

Me:please….

Hewalkedtohiscarandloadedmythingsinhiscar



Him:nowwhichhotelarewegoingto?

Ishruggedmyshoulder

Me:letmelookforsome

Hesmiled

Him:nonsense,let’sgetsomethingtoeatfirstandI

gotyou

Ishookmyhead,thisistoomuchtoexpectfrom

him

Me:Idon’twanttodependonanotherman

HelaughedandwegotinhiscarwhileIsearchedfor

hotels.Hestoppedatadrivethroughandthesmell

hitmynostrilsopeningupmyappetite

Me:Iwouldlikeadoublecheeseburgerwithxlarge

friesandanxlargedrinkpleasedrink

Helookedatmeandmadehisorder.Wedrovetoa

nearbyparkandwewalkedtoahillgoingup.Wesat

downandIcouldseetherestoftheneighbourhood

fromthere

Him:thisismyfavouritespottothink



Ilookedathimtakingahugebitefrommyburger

andhechuckled

Him:thesearemomentsyoushouldbespending

withMichael

IsmiledasIfinishedchewing

Me:whatifhedoesn’twanttospendthese

memorieswithme

Ilookeddownandalotofquestionscrossedmy

mind

Me:whatifIshouldbespendingthesemoments

withGeorge?WhatifIshouldbehappywithhim?

WhatifthisisasignthatIshouldbewithhim?

Him:doyouloveGeorge?

Ilookedathimandbackatmyfood.Whyisitso

hardtoanswerthisquestion?IhaveknownGeorge

forthelongestoftimewhycanInotanswer

Him:Iamgoingtospeaktousasyourbrotherin-law

Islowlyturnedmyheadtohim

Him:asabrother



HeliftedhishandsasasignofsurrenderandI

laughed

Him:okaycloseyouyoureyes

Idid

Him:rightnowyouareconfusedright

Iopenedandlookedathim

Me:yes,buttheyarealsoconfused,Michaelis

confused,GeorgeisconfusesIamconfused

Him:closeyoureyes

Idid

Him:imagineyouarefifty

Ibitmylowerlipbeforesuckingmydrinkandhe

chuckled

Him:youare50andyouhave18kids

Iquicklyopenedmyeyes

Me:18

Him:heycloseyoureyes

Idid



Him:20kid

Ilaughedandimagined4kids

Him:youoldwithyourkidsandyouaretiredandold

withyourlifepartnerwhodoyousee

IfocusedreallyharduntilIcouldfeelhistouch,I

couldfeelhisbreathdownmyneck,Icouldfeelhis

lipsonmyskin.Icouldfeelthewayhemademefeel.

Iquicklyopenedmyeyes

Him:nowdoyouknowwhoyoulove?

ItriedtoopenmymouthbutIcouldn’tIturnedtomy

food

Him:comeonIhavetotakeyoutoyournewplace

Me:but…

Him:nobuts,thisisanearlypresentforthislittle

human

Hetouchedmystomachandbroughthisheadtomy

stomachwhilehetickledme,Icouldn’tstoplaughing

Ireallyneedthis.Wefinishedourmealandwe

walkedtohiscar.Hedroveallthewaytothesaid

house.Hehelpedmein,andhelpedmeunpack



Him:ifmywifesawusnow,Iwouldbedead

Ismiled

Him:Ihavetogo,Iwillseeyoutomorrowor

whenever

Inoddedandwatchedhimleave.Imovedtothe

couchandwatchedtheTV.Isatonthecouchand

touchedmystomach

Me:hibaby.Itisjustusnowuntilyouhavetogoto

yourfather.Ipromiseyouwillneverforgetme

becauseIamgoingtowriteadiarytoyou.Dearbaby

diary.Iamevengoingtotakevideosofustogether

untiltimecomesthatyouwillleaveme

*MICHAEL*

IwatchedandlistenedtoBellamakeafoolof

herself,sheandAuntLolahavenoideaIhavesigned

thecompanyalready.Theystandnochanceassoon

asBellawalkedoutItookoutmyphone

Me:FrancoIneedyoutodosomethingforme

Him:talktomebrother

Me:IwantDNAforBella’skid



HekeptquietthroughthephoneandIknewIwas

rightallalong,Iknewitwasn’tTomshewasfooling

with.IjustwantAmeliaIdon’tcarewhathappened

Me:why?

Him:Icanexplain

Me:Idon’tneedyourexplanation,Ineedyouto

reverseallthetransactionstoLola.AlsoIneeda

familymeetingwiththecompanyandboardmember

Amelia’swordshitmewayharderthanIthought

theywould.Inevergetbotheredaboutanyoneuntil

shesaidwhatshesaidtome.Wakingupwithouther

nexttomemademerealiseIdon’twanttolivelike

that.Idon’twanthertobeawayfromme,andIdon’t

wantanyoneclosetoher

Me:alsowheredidyoutakeher?

Him:thevilla

Ihungupandtookthephone,rightnowIdon’tcare

aboutthecompanyanymore.MybabyandAmelia

arefarmoreimportanttheymeantheworldtome.

Bella,Lolaandthecompanycanwait…Iamjust



readytothrowthemwiththis…IwantedAmeliato

hatemesoshecouldleaveandnobodycantouch

ourbaby

*AMELIA*

IwasstilltalkingtomybabywhenIheardhisvoice,

myheartwasleapingoutofmyheartinemotionsI

haveneverfeltbefore.Itwasasifmyeyesare

closedagainandIcouldfeelhimtouchingme,

kissingmyskin..growingoldwithourfourkids

Him:whywouldyouleaveus…youareLily’smother

andIherfatherwearegoingtobeafamilyno

matterwhat

Ilookedathimandstoodupwhilehewalked

towardsme.Hestopped,whenhisforeheadwas

touchingmineIclosedmyeyes

Him:IamsorryImadeyoufeellikeyouaresecond

bestbutIdon’twantyoutobehurtbythatvicious

woman.IloveyouAmelia

Ifeltmyheartleapoutofmychest,hemovedhis

facefrommineandImovedmyhandandwrapped

himaroundhisneckandpulledhimtome.He



pouredhisheartoutanditmademoresense

comingfromhim.Icouldn’thelpitIkissedhim.He

pickedmeupandplacedmeonthetable.Spraining

mywristintheprocessIscreamedabitinagony

andhemovedashepaidattentiontoit

Him:areyouokay

Ishookmyheadandplacedmyhandonhisleftside

ofhischestrightwherehisheartisandsignedin

relieve.Helookedatmeshocked

Me:thisisthecoldestplaceIcouldeverputmy

handon

Ismiledasheopenedhismouthandmovedaway

fromme

Me:ifbringsanywarmthIloveyouMichaelBolt
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Hemovedawayfrommeandgotanointment.He

cameback,takingmyhandinhisandgentlyhe

appliedpressureandstartedtomassageit.Ilikethe

wayhishandsfeltonmyhand.Ikeptlookingathis

handsastheywentupanddownmywrist.Icouldn’t



evenfeelthesprainjusthistouchwasenoughto

eludemythoughts

Him:areyoufinenow?

IcouldhearhimtalkbutIjustwantedtofeelhis

touch.Ineverreactedthiswaytoatouchbeforeand

definitelyneverfeltthis.IlookedintohiseyesI

wantedhimtorepeatwhathejustaskedme.What

hewantedfromme?

Me:sorry?

Hesmiledandmovedtoputtheointmentwherehe

foundit,Igotdownfromthetablefixingmyselfand

walkedtowardshim

Him:IhavetogototheofficeandIwantyouto

comewith

Ilookedathim

Me:Iresignedremember

Him:andIneverapprovedyourresignationsowe

areleaving

Ichangedmyexpression



Me:Iamnotgoinganywhere

Hewalkedtowardsmeandstaredatme,his

intimidatinglookagain.Hesaidhelovedmewhatis

hegoingtodo?

Him:Amelia

Hewhisperedmynamethroughhisteeth,helooked

veryfrustrated.Icouldn’thelpitIshookmyheadand

smiled

Me:let’sgo

Heclosedhiseyesandbreathedoutloudly.We

walkedoutlockingthedooranddrovetotheoffice

together.TheridewasveryquietandIcouldn’tstop

lookingathim.HelookedatmeandsmiledI

couldn’thelpmyselfIjoinedhimandreturnedhis

gazetotheroadandIdidthesame.Wegottothe

officeandheparkedout,walkingtomysidehe

openedthedoorandallowedmeout.Wewalkedin

andtheofficelookedlikeitwasempty.Wewalked

allthewaytotheboardroom.Everyonewastalking

andthemomentwewalkedintheboardroom

becamequiet.



Him:didyoucallher?

HelookedatFrancoandhenodded

Him:goodthemeetingwillcommerceassoonas

shegetshere

IlookedathimandatFranco.Helookedatmeand

winked.OkaywhatdidImiss?Whatishappening

here?ThedooropenedandBellawalkedin.she

lookedsobeautifulinhertightskirtandtuckedin

shirt,everyonetensedupwhentheysawher

Her:whatishappeningher?

Him:wellfirstofallIwouldliketotelleveryonethatI

haveofficiallyinheritedthecompanyIamthesole

heirasofthismoment

Theyallclappedhandsinaprofessionalmannerand

theinvestorslookedpleasedtohearthis.Ismiled

andheheldmyhandeveryonestoppedclappingand

gasped

Him:thatisjustonepartoftheconversationbut…

HelookedatmeandsqueezedmyhandIlookedat

him.Helookedveryworriedandclosedhiseyes.I



heldhishandinreassurance

Him:butafterrecenteventsIhavechangedmymind

HelookedatBellashelookedlikeshewasaboutto

killhim

Him:IhavedecidedIwillnolongerbeapartofthe

business

Everyonegaspedandoneoftheinvestorstoodup

Him:IhavedecidedtogivemybrotherFranco51%

ofthecompanyandJackmynephew49%ofthe

company

Her:whataboutourson

Hewasabouttoanswerwhenoneoftheinvestor

stoodupinanger

Investor:thisisoutrageous,whoisthisJack?

Him:heisonewhowassupposedtoinheritthe

companyshouldInothaveanheir,butluckilyfor

me…

Helookedatme

Him:Ameliadecidedtohelpmeoutbygivingmemy



veryownheir

Everyonegaspedagain

Him:onaseriousnoteFrancoistherightfulheir

sinceheistheonewhohadachildfirstwithBella

Her:howdidyou?

Him:don’tBella

Franco:Idon’twantthecompany!Ineverdid.The

instantIfoundoutIwasafatherIrealisedIwas

playingmyfather’sgame.Ibecamehimtryingand

achievemydreams,Ididn’tcarewhoIhurtinthe

process,andBellathatwasadrunkenmistakethat

wasnevermeanttohappen.Ineverlovedhershe

trickedme

Hewalkedtohisbrotherreleasingmyhandinthe

process.Heheldhisheadinhishands

Him:Iknow,Iwantyoutohavethecompanynot

becauseyouarelikedadbutbecauseyouarestrong

andcanthinkforyourself.IbelieveinyouIknowyou

canchangethecompanyaround.Icanstart

somethingafreshbutIwantyoutoachieveyour



dreams

Franco:but…

Him:nobutsyoucandothis.Iwantnothingtodo

withthiscompanynoranythingthatmighttiemeup

withAuntLolaandher

HenoddedasMichaelexplainedtohim

Him:Roger

TheCFOlookedathim

Him:onelastthingbeforebusinessadjournsforme

Hesmiled

Him:youfired

Thewholeroombecamequietagain

Him:notforbeingwithAuntLolagivingoutpersonal

informationaboutthecompanybutfor

embezzlementofcompanyfundstotheverysame

woman

Heturnedtoanotherone

Him:Leoyouarefired



Heturnedtoawholelotofpeopleandfiredalmost

thewholeoffice

Him:LeeforyourloyaltytothiscompanyIam

promotingyoutothemarketingdepartmentas

heardofmarketing

Sheshriekedjumpingupanddown

Him:JohnyouarenowthenewCFOofthecompany

Itrustyouwiththisservice

Henodded.Hepromotedtheremaininghalfand

turnedtome

Him:andyou,IampromotingyouasournewCOO

ofthecompany

Ishookmyhead

Me:no

Hesmiledandheldmyhandinhisbeforekissingit

Him:Iamtellingyounotasking

MymouthautomaticallyopenedandBellamoved

closertous

Her:youcan’tdothatyoujustcan’t



Heturnedtoherwiththedeadlystare

Him:Idon’twanttohearwhatyouhavetosay

Her:but

Him:Ihavefinishedwhatneedstobesaid.TellLola

hersondependsonthemoneyshestole

Her:Iamnotfinished,youhavenotcreditedmy

childinanything

Him:mynephewhasFranco,hewilltakebettercare

ofhim

Heturnedandpickedmeupbridalstylekissingmy

forehead

Him:asforyouyoungmissIhaveplansforyou

Iheardpeopleclearingtheirthroatsandsome

clapping

Investor:Iseeallthesechangesandwhatnot.What

aboutthecompany?AllmymoneyIdonotendorse

this

Hesmiledlookingatme

Him:notmybusiness



Hewalkedoutstillcarryingmeandwecouldn’tstop

staringateachother.Icouldstillhearherinthe

background

Her:Francostophim,weneedtosortthisout

Him:thereisnostoppinghim

Her:IwishIknewhowweakyouwere,Iwouldhave

swallowedmyprideandforcemyselfinthat

marriage,youarepatheticdoyouknowthatpathetic

Hewalkedallthewaytothecarandgentlyplaced

meontheground

Him:youshouldjoinmeinthegym

Iopenedmymouthandstaredathim,hefoldedhis

handsandlookedatme

Him:what?Itscoldremember

Hetouchedhisheartandsmiled

Me:isthisajoke?

Hewalkedtohissideofthecarlookingsideways

Me:thatisnotsomethingyoujokeaboutespecially

whenyoumademepregnant



Heopenedhissideofthedoorandgotin.Igotin

andlookedathim

Him:Iliketoseethisfeistysidemore

Helookedawayfrommeandbroughttheengineto

life,weslowlybackoutofthedrivewayandIstared

athim…whendidthechangecome?Whyisgiving

hiscompanyawayfreely?

Me:whydidyoudoit?Youtoldmeyourcompany

wasimportanttoyou

Helookedatmeandsmiled

Him:andyousleptinthemiddleofthatspeech.

Wokeupinthemorningandyouweregone.AfterI

saidIcan’tloseyouorthecompanyaswellasI

pleadedthatyoudon’tleavewhichyoudidanyway

Herolledhiseyes.Ismiledwidelyherolledhiseyes

atmethismanisunravellinghimself

Him:IwentontosaythatifIhadtomakeachoice,I

wouldchoseyouanyotherday.Iwillloveyouover

anythingexceptformychildofcourse

Hemovedhishandandtouchedmystomach



Him:youchosetosleepandsnoreduringthe

speech

Iopenedmymouth

Me:Idonotsnore

Him:welloneofuswassnoringanditwasn’tme

becauseIwastalking

Hestoppedthecareatthetrafficlightandlookedat

meshrugginghisshoulders.Icouldn’ttakethis

anymoreIturnedandlookedtheotherwayandfor

thefirsttimeIheardhimchuckledIcouldn’thelpitI

turnedandlookedathim.Thatwasthemost

beautifulthingIhaveeverheard

Him:Itoldyouallmyplansinhopesthatmaybeyou

mightstopmebutyoudidn’thearanythingand

whenIwokeupfindingyounotnexttomeIknewI

hadtofindwhatisimportanttomeandyouandour

babyarewhatisimportanttome.

Ismiledandlookedattheroad.Wegotoutofthe

carandwalkedtothehouse.Heopenedandwe

bothgotin.Hepulledmeclosertohimandsoftly

kissedmyforehead



Him:nowIhavetoleaveagainandsignoverthe

companyandyouontheotherhandmustpack

becausewemovingbackinmyhouseandliving

there,Francomightneedthisvillawhenhiswife

findsout

Inoddedandlookedaroundtherewasnothingtodo

andIlookedathim

Me:canIhaveyourlaptopformovies?

Henoddedandgavemethepasswordandhe

walkedout.Iwalkedtotheroomandtookmybagto

thelivingroom.Iswitchedonhislaptopand

browsedthroughit.Ifindafoldertherewasavideo

initwrittenthelastnight.Iopeneditandwishedto

closeitbutIcouldn’t.itwasavideoofhimandBella

hewaslookingatthecamera

“Him:areyouready”

“Her:thisisnaughtybutIloveit”

Shelickedhisearasshebroughthimclosertoher.

Thewayhetouchedherbodyandthewayshe

respondedtothetouch.IwantedtocloseitbutI

somehowimaginedhimtouchingmelikethat.I



closedmyeyesjustyearningtobetouchedlikethat.

Tobekissedlikethat,tohearhimwhispertomeand

tellmehelovesmewhileI…WHATAREYOU

IMAGININGAMELIA?ClosingthelaptopIgotupand

fetchedaglassofwater,itwassuddenlyhothere.I

walkedbacktohislaptopandclosedthevideo

lookingforamovie.Ifetchedsomepopcornsand

satdowntowatchthemovie…Icouldn’tevenfinish

themoviebeforeIrestedmyheadonthepillow

Him:getup

Irolledmybodyasasignthathemustn’tdisturbme

Him:lastchancegetup

Hisvoicechangedtothatofintimidation,Iamtired

ofbeingscaredofhimIwon’tgetupIamgoingto

testhimandseehowfarhewillgo

Me:dotheworst

Hechuckledandhepickedmeup

Him:youarejustlazy

Ifelthimputmeinthebackinthecarandhedrove

off.WhenIwokeupwewerenotinhishouse,notat



Franco’shousejustanothercondo

Him:welcometomylittleheaven

Ilookedatcondoitandwewalkedintogether.He

showedmetheroomIcouldseetheviewfromthe

condohewalkedoutleavingmethere,Irushedto

thebathroomandbrushedteeth.Thevideostill

playedinmyhead.Icouldn’tstopit,Icouldn’tget

overthewayhetouchedher,anditbotheredmeso

much.IwalkedtomybagsandIcouldn’tevenfind

somethingthatcameclosetowhatshewaswearing.

Iworemysmallpjsandwalkedtohisroom.Ifound

himtypingandIsatontopofhimmovingthelaptop

Igentlykissedhimoverandoveragain

Me:Iwantyou

Hesmiledandgentlypushedmeaside

Him:Iknowyousawthevideo,youdidn’tclosethe

tabyounaughtykitten

Ilookeddownandhekissedmyforehead

Me:amIattractive?

Hesmiledandpulledmetohim



Him:morethanyoucanthink.Youaresodamn

temptingandIwantyoubutIwantittobespecial.

Notsomejerkwhowilldestroyyou

Hekissedme

Him:andIwantyoutoenjoyitandnotbecause

somewomanwhowasoncemyweaknesswantsto

makeyoumarkyourterritory

Hekissedmeagainandremovedmytopjusttoplay

withmybreastandIfeltweird,Ifeltmybreath

escape

Him:Iwantyoutothinkofonlymeandnothingelse

Hekissedmyneckandmovehishandinsidemy

pantsandmovedhisfingersonthetopofmy

underwearandIcouldn’thelpitmybreathbecame

uneven

Him:youaregoingtohaveafunfilledexperienceI

canpromiseyouthat

Ifeltastrangesoundescapemymouthasmy

breathingbecameuneven,Iwantmoreofhimand

hepulledmecloseforakiss



Him:nottodaykitten….

####sorrywasoutofdata####

[3/5,11:32]Lynne:*CHAPTER21*

Iwokeuptohishandscoveringmineandheheld

mesotight,asifhewasholdingontodearlife.I

slowlyopenedmyeyesandhewasgazingatthe

ceiling.HisgazeshiftedwhenIstruggledmyway

outandrestedmyhandonhischest

Me:Goodmorning

Helookeddownatmeandsmiled,Icangetusedto

this,meseeinghimsmile.Heneedstosmilemoreit

makeshimbeautiful

Him:Amelia

Thatisasfarromantichewillgoguess.Iwonderif

hewaslikethiswithBella.Nostopdoingthis,just

getridofthevideofromyourheadAmelia.Youand

himarefamilynow,Iwonderwhyhisaunthateshim

somuch

Him:whatareyouthinkingabout?



Ilookedathim

Me:whathappenedwithAuntLola?Whydoesshe

hateyousomuch?Younevertalkaboutyourfamily

Hehuffedandlookedupbeforereturningthegaze

backtome

Him:younevertalkaboutyourfamily,cometothink

ofitweknownothingabouteachother’sfamilies

andyouwerereadytosexuallyviolatemelastnight

Myfaceturnedredwhenhesaidthat,Icouldliterally

feelthebloodraisingtomycheeks.Hechuckled

againjustlookingatmyface

Him:don’tbeembarrassedkitten,ithappens

Hepushedmyhairbackfromface,Itriedtogetup

andhepulledmetightlyinhisarms

Him:whereareyougoing?

Me:awayfromyou

Him:thatshouldbeme,incaseyoutryyourluck

withmeagain

Ilookedawayandthistime,Icouldhearit.His



actuallaughIcouldhearit

Him:IamseriousAmeliawenevertalkedbeforebut

wearehavingachildtogether,howcrazyisthis?

Idecidedtoreturnthefavourofhisnotsofunny

humour

Me:whosefaultisit?

Hebecamesoserioussofast,Iguessthejoke

missedhim

Him:youarerightitismyfault

Hetrailedhisfingersonmyforehead

Him:Ineverhadaninterestintalkingtoanyoneuntil

thedayyoufellintomyarms,whenyousaidsorry.I

wantedtosayitwasn’tyourfaultatallIsawyougot

pushed.Iwantedtotellyouthatyourdresslooked

beautifulbutnotprofessionalbutIcouldn’t.Theday

youcametomymeetingwearingtracksuitpants

andtanktopIwantedtorunafteryouwhenIcalled

youcheapandholdyouandtellyouitsokaymy

babyisdrivingyoucrazybutIdidn’t

Helookedupasifhewasstrainedandinpain



Him:Idon’tknowwhyyouforgaveme

Ilookedathimandmovedmyupperbodytolookat

himinhiseyes

Me:Ididn’twanttobutIdidbecausesomethingtold

meto

Helookedatmewithaconfusedlooked

Me:Michael,Igrewupdifferentfromyou

IlaidbackdownasIbegantellinghimmystory

Me:Iamtheonlychild,mymotherneverhad

childrenafterme.WhenIwasbornmyfatherwasso

proudofmysohappyandoverwhelmedwellto

“overwhelmed”thatheranawayafter,Ineversaw

myfatheratall.Ithasalwaysbeenmeandmy

mother.Mygrandparentscomeinfromtimetotime

andtheyhavehelpedtakecareofmeaswell.We

don’talwaysseeeyetoeye

Heheldmeclosertohim

Me:hencewhyIdoubtIwillbeagoodmother

Michael.WhatifIbecomemyfather’sdaughterand

…



Hesilencedmewithakiss

Him:youareyourmother’sdaughterandyouwill

makeagoodmothertoourbabyIhavenodoubt

aboutthat

Hebreathedloudly

Him:Ihavewishedthatyoustartlovingyourchild

andbecomeapartofourlives.Iknowhowitfeels

liketogrowwithoutamother

Heclosedhiseyesandheldmytummy

Him:Iamsorrybaby,forupsettingmommy

Helookedatme

Him:whenIwasfourmymotherdiedfromchild

birth.Ourlittlesisterisnevercreditedmuchnor

doesshewishtobe,fatheralwaysblamedher.She

istwenty-fivebutneverexperiencedtheloveofa

father.Ilovedherlikemyowndaughterandmade

sureshenevermissedmyfatherinanyway.Itook

careofuswhileFrancowasalwaystheappleinhis

eyes.HealwaysthoughtIwastheweakonefor

lovingmymothermoreandLeeasthecursedone



forkillingourmother.WebothweretheoutcastLee

isnoteveninfather’swillnobodyevenknowsthere

isafemaleBolt

Icouldn’tbelieveitLeeasinJolie

Me:Jolieisyoursister

Hesmiledandkissedmyforehead

Himyouaresocutedoyouknowthat?

Ishookmyheadashesmiledatme,Iguessitishis

wayofdivertingthequestion

Him:aboutLoladoyouwishtohearafamilystory?

Thatisrichinhistory?Withtwistsandturns

HelookedatmesarcasticallyIthink

Me:doesithavesexymen?

Him:ifyouareaskingaboutthefourthgeneration

thanitdoes

Me:whoarethefourthgeneration?

Inarrowedmyeyesinasarcasticmanner

Him:meandmysiblings



Ishookmyheadsarcasticallywithadisinterested

face

Me:thereisnohothunksinthisstory

HetouchedhisheartIcouldn’thelpmyselfand

laugh,hejoinedin

Him:Iwillgetyouforthat….Later

HewinkedandImovedfromhimsmiling.Hegotup

lookingatmewithhiseyeshalfclosedandwalked

tothebathroom.Iblewmybreathagainstmyhand

andrealisedwebeentalkingandforgotpersonal

hygiene.IwalkedtothebathroomaswellbeforeI

couldevendoanythingthebathroomsmellhitme,

thesmellwasnotthatbadbutIguessthebaby

thoughtwrongbecauseIrushedtothetoiletseat

andvomitedinside,onceIwasdoneIwalkedtothe

basintobrushmyteeth.AssoonasIwasdoneI

turnedandsawhimlookingatmewithhisarms

foldedwhileheleanedagainsttheshowerdoorwith

atowelaroundhiswaistshowinghisperfectlean

body,Ilickedmybottomlipbeforesuckingitin

Me:what?



Hedidn’tsayanythingandIturnedtoleavebeforeI

couldevenreachthedoorIfelthisarmsaroundme

andhepickedmeupwhileblowingakissinmyear

Him:weneedtobath

Igiggledandtriedtopullmyselffromhistouchand

hestoppedoncewewereintheshowerandIfeltthe

waterhittingmyskin,thewaterrundownmyface

andIclosedmyeyeshegentlytookoffmypjs,I

haveneverbeencompletelynakedwithaman

beforeandhereIwashedidn’tevenjudgeorsay

anythinghejustranhisfingerfrommybellyup.I

didn’twanttoopenmyeyesleastthisisadreamor

probablyIdiedwhilepuking

Him:itfeelsgooddoesn’tit?

Inoddedfeelingthedropletsofwaterrunningdown

myskin.Whileenjoying,Ifelthislipsonmine,he

wasleadingmewiththekiss,Iautomaticallymoved

myhandsaroundhisneckandhemovedhisaround

mybody.HepickedmeupandIwrappedmylegs

aroundhisabdomenjustallowinghimtodo

anythinghewantedIcouldfeelhowmuchhe



wantedmeasmuchasIwouldliketotryitwithhim.

Hestoppedandhelpedmedown.Webothshowered

separatelyandherushedoutoftheshowerfast.I

lookedatmyselfinthemirrorclosingmaybethe

pukesmellwasstilltherethatiswhyherushedout.I

blowmybreathagainsthandandnothing

Me:weird

Itookatowelandgotdressedwalkingouttofind

himmakingbreakfast

Him:IamsorryAmelia

Me:for?

Hewalkedtomeandkissedme

Him:leadingyouonintheshower,nowIamsuremy

littleangelishungry

Me:Iamalwayshungry

Helookedatmeweirdly

Him:Iamtalkingaboutourbaby

Me:oh…

Isatdownandheservedmewithafruitsalad



Me:whatisthis?

Him:apples,banana,grapesand…

Me:Iknowwhattheyare,andthatisnotwhatwe

want

Ipouted,Ireallywascravinggrilledcheeseandham

sandwichwhichluckilyheobligedtomake.Weate

insilence.Aftereatinghelookedatmeallserious

andexcitementfollowedafter

Him:IhaveanewbusinessadventureIhavetotake

careof.IneedtogothereandIpromiseyouwilllove

it,Lilyisgoingtoberich

Hestoodupandtidiedtheroomakitchenbeforehe

left.

Him:don’twaitup

Isatthewholedayjustlookingatsomemovies

beforetakingmynap.WhenIwokeupIrefreshed

andwalkedtothebalconyjustwatchingthecity

lightsandtrafficIdon’tknowhowlongIstoodthere

untilIfelthishandssnakeuptomeandIturnedmy

headstartledandlookedathim



Him:Ialsolovethisview.Ithelpsmethink

Ifeltsafebeinginsidehishandswhileherestedhis

ontherailsandIjustwantedtobeinthereforever.I

slowlyturnedtohimwhilststillinsideandwemade

eyecontact,Icouldn’tstopmyselfIwrappedmy

armsaroundhimbringinghisfaceclosertomine

andIkissedhim.Ididn’twanttoletgo,everythingin

mefeltright.Itookoffmytopandcontinuedkissing

himwhilehesmiled.Whatisthismandoingtome?

Him:kittenyouarekillingmehere

Itookoffmyskirtandlookedathim

Him:kitten

Hisbreathequicklychangedandhebroughthisface

tomineandbegantokissme.Histookoffhisshirt

andpants.Hemovedhishandsundermybottom

andhepickedmeup.Hewalkedwithuslikethatto

thebedroomandhethrewmeonthebed.Ibounced

beforesettlingdownonthebedandhepaused.He

slowlymovedhishandsupanddownmythighs,his

fingerstrailedallthewaytoupthighsandheparted

mylegsapartcrawlingtomekissingthepartofthe



breastthatpoppedfrommybra,hiskissmovedup

ashemovedupaswell.Thekissesreachedmyneck,

myjawlinemycheekandeventuallymymouth.With

everykissonehandwasonmybreastandtheother

wasrestedonmyunderwear.Hemovedhisthumb

upanddownbetweentheopeningandIcouldn’t

stopthesoundthatescapedmymouth.Irubbedmy

feettogetherfeelingthesensationhewasgivingme.

Ifeltmyunderweargettingwetter.Ifeltasifmy

breathwasbeingtakenaway.Asifthereisafire

burningthatneededhimmore

Him:kitten

Hewhisperedinmyearbeforeremovingmybra,I

closedmyeyesjustfeelinghistouch;hislipsonmy

swollennipplesendingelectricshocksdownmy

spine,hekissedmeallthewaydownandwithhis

teethhepulledmyunderweardown.Heslowlytook

themofffeelingmythingsandlegsatthesametime

withmyeyesclosedIdon’tknowwhatIexpected

untilIfelthislipsonmyprivatepart.Ihadnoidea

howtoreactIquicklysatupandlookingathim

shocked



Him:shh….Relax

Helookedatmefromdownthereandslowlypushed

medownwithonehandonmylipsandtrailingit

frommynecktomynippleandheplayedwithit

Him:Iwon’thurtyouIneverwill

Ilaiddownlookingattheceilingandclosedmyeyes

decidingtotrusthimandrelax.Ifeltmybody

beginningtomoveinhisrhythmIdon’tknowwhatI

wasfeelingbutitwassogood,so….Ihavenoidea

howhewasdoingthatbutthesoundthatcameout

frommewerenottheusualkind,Icouldn’tlaystill

asIfeltmylegsshakingasIfeltsomethingIhave

neverfeltbefore,ourlefthandsidefingers

intertwinedasIpushedhisheadwiththeotherone

closertomyprivates.Ihaveneverfeltanythinglike

this

Me:AHH!

IletoutaloudmoanwhichIcouldn’tstopmywhole

bodywasinitsownspasm

Him:sogood



Hemovedhisheadandcrawledbackup,Iwasstill

shakenandtryingtorecover.Hekissedmyforehead

andcheek

Him:Ithinkthisisenoughfortheday

IwasshakingIcouldn’tspeak,Iwrappedmyarms

aroundhisneckandpulledhiminshakingmyhead

andhechuckled.Heremovedhisunderwearmy

heartalmoststoppedseeinghimcompletelynaked

Him:areyousure?

InoddedalthoughIwasveryscared

Him:IamgoingtogoinandIwantyoutoknowthat

itwillbepainfulandyouwillfeelhurt

Wesharedakissbeforeheslowlystarted

penetratingme.Ifeltslightdiscomfortandtriedto

pushhimback,hedidn’tdoanythingatall.He

stoppedandburiedhisfaceonmyshoulder

Him:IamsorryKitten

Hepulledoutandinagain,hedidthisforacoupleof

timesbefore,beforepainwassubstitutedfor

somethingelsesomethingdifferent,somethingI



haveneverfeltbefore.Witheachthrustourbody

sweated,hepaidattentiontoeverydetailofmybody,

thefeelingcamebackagain,mybodywentinits

ownfrenzy.Hepausedandallowedmetofeelit,I

grabbedonhisbackjustallowingittohappen.I

openedmyeyestofindhimstaringatme,hesmiled

andkissedmyforeheadbeforeresumingwiththe

thrusting,Icouldn’thelpthefeelingwaswonderful

andbeyondme,Ipulledthesideofthesheetwhile

enjoyeverymoment.Eventuallyweintertwinedboth

handsoneachsideofthebed,hisgroansand

gruntsincreasedIfeltitandIfelthimpauseashe

groanedloaderpushinghimselfinsidedeepinside.

Wewerebothsweatingandtired,herolledoverto

hissideandpulledmetohim.Wewerebothoutof

breathandbegantoshareakissagain

Him:kittenyoudidwonderful,Iloveyousomuch

WekissedagainandIclosedmyeyestosleep,

exhaustedfromtheactivitythatjusttranspired

[3/5,11:32]Lynne:*CHAPTER22*

Iwokeupnexttohiminthemorning,Iwasfeeling



differentsodifferent,itwasabitsoredownthere

nothingIcouldn’thandle.Somethinghaschanged

definitely.Ilookedathimandhewassleepingon

topofme,it’sfunnyinmoviestheladiesareusually

ontopoftheman’schestbutnotthisone.Itisfunny

toseethatunderallthattoughtalkandlackoffacial

expressionoremotionsisamanstillalittleboy,

lookingforhismother’slove.Ikissedhisforehead

ignoringthepressureonmybladder,Iwantedthe

momenttolastlonger.Ibrushedthetopofhishead.

Him:goodmorning

HisvoicewasstillhoarsefromwakingupandI

smiledloweringmybodytokisshislips

Me:goodmorning

ItriedtokisshimagainbutIfeltasifmybladder

wasabouttobust,Iquicklysatupcoveringmyself

withthelinentryingtorushtothebathroomandhe

heldontoit

Me:pleaseIneedtogettothebathroom

Hechuckledandheldon,Icouldn’tfightwithhimI

lefttheroomandrushedtodomybusiness.Ifeltso



relievedreleasingtheliquid

Him:areyouokayinthere?

Me:yes,Ijustheldontotoomuchliquid

Ilookeddownandthoughtforasecond,ifIdidn’t

knowanybetterIwouldbestressingonpregnancy.I

laughedalittle,Iskippedallthesestages

Him:whatissofunny?

Iquicklylookathimleaningonthedoorway,Itried

tocovermybreastsandheshookhishead

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Hewalkedtome

Him:areyougoingtosharethejoke?

Me:Michael

Him:relaxit’snotlikeIhaven’tseenyounaked,I

suckedthoselastnight

Ifeltbloodrushingonmycheekandhechuckledas

hepointedatmybreast,Iwishhecouldstop

Him:besidesIthoughtbabywasgivingyouatough



timesoIcametocheckonyou

Irestedmyheadonmyhands

Him:soareyougoingto…

Me:Iwasjustthinking

Ilookeduptryingtoignorethenakednessand

awkwardnessofthesituation

Me:thatwearepregnantwiththisone,wedidn’t

havethestressofbuyingpregnancytestwishing

andhopingthereisnobabythenboomthe

pregnancytestcomesbackpositivesandweare

stressedthatourlivesarechanging,thereisanew

persontoconsider,howarewegoingtotakecareof

thenewfamilymemberblahblahblah

Ilookedathimsmilingandhewasnotreturningthe

smileatallhelookedtensedandjuststaredatme

allstressedout.Icleanedmyselfandwalkedtohim

Me:Michael

Hedidn’tsayanythingandstoodupwalkingtothe

shower,heopenedthewaterIwishhewouldtalkto

meandsayanything.Igotinandrubbedmyhands



onhisbackIleanedtokisshisshouldersandfinally

restedmyheadonhisbackwhileIheldontohim

Me:IamnotcomplainingnordoIfindfaultinthe

wayourbabywascreated,actuallythisisabeautiful

story

Heturnedtomebreakingourembraceandheheld

myshoulderslookingatme

Him:whyareyousokind?

Itriedtoanswerhimandheplacedhisfingeronmy

lips

Him:youaregoingtodefendmeevennow…Lily

doesn’thaveasweetstory.Herdadforcedmommy

bydoingtheprocedurehimself

Itriedtotalkandtellhimitwasokaybuthesilenced

mefurther

Him:hemademommysadthatdayhehurtherso

bad.IamsorryIdidthattoyouallinthenameof

gettingthecompany

Itriedtotriedtosaysomethingandhecontinuedto

dismissme



Me:thatisenough!

HestoppedtalkingandIplacedmyhandsonhis

facepullinghimclosertome

Me:Idon’tcarehowourbabywasmadewhatIcare

aboutishowwemakeituptoourbaby,weoweto

thebabytogiveitthebestlife.Webothknowthe

painofgrowingupwithouttheotherparentinour

livesandIamsurethebabydoesn’tneedtoknow

thenegative

Heclosedhiseyesandbreathedout

Me:Michaelweareheretogetherthepastisinthe

past

Ibroughthisfaceclosertomineandweshareda

kiss

Me:thepastisinthepast

Iwhisperedtohimafterbreakingthekiss,mybody

wasreactingweirdly.IjustwantedthefeelingIgot

yesterday.Thefeelingofforgettingeverythingand

havinghiminme.StopAmeliastopit.WhyamI

movingmyleguphis?WhyamI…mythoughtwere



cutshortwhenIfeltaloudmoanescapemythroat…

Amelia…

Me:Michael

Iwhisperedinhiseartryingtostophimbuthedidn’t

hepickedmeupandmybodyallowedit,mybody

washappytoobligetothis.Ourbodiesweremoving

insyncsoperfectupuntilthelastmoment.We

finishedwithourhygieneandhadbreakfast…while

eatinghisphonewentoffandhelookedatit,his

facechangedandhebreathedloudly

Me:whatiswrong?

Helookedatme

Him:thatmydearismyfamily,Leejustinformedme

thatLolawhat’safamilysupper

Hegrippedhisphone,smilingsarcastically

Him:mightaswellintroduceyoutoournewfamily

Hegotupandmovedclosertome

Him:anywaycomewithme

Istoodupandwewalkedtohiscar.Wedrovetothe



hospital

Him:youforgotyourappointment

Hewinkedatmeandshowedmetheschedule

Me:youremembered

Hesmiledandwewalkedinhandinhand.Wesaw

thedoctorandcheckedonthebaby

Her:thereitis.Theheartbeatisstillstrongasever

Hemovedhisheadandkissedmystomach.After

thecheck-up,wedidashoppingfornewclothesand

someofthebaby’sclothes.Wewentforneutral

colourssincewestilldon’tknowthesex.Hedrove

usbackhomeandIsawanothercaronthedriveway

Him:CarlycalledyouthismorningandIgavehermy

addresstothecondo.Ithinkshewantstoseeyou

desperately

Hekissedmyforehead

Him:IwillpickyouupwhenIreturn

Wewalkedinanddroppedthebagsonthecouch

greetingCarlyandhewalkedout.Shesquealedand



rantome

Her:Lia,Imissedyou

IhuggedherbackandIwon’tlieImissedhertoo.

Wetalkedabitandcuriositygotthebestofme

Me:howdidyoumeetJohn?

Her:rememberthedaywegotwasted

Inodded

Her:wellthatdayIwasrescuedbyDanthedriver

andhewaswithafriendJohn.BecauseIwas

scaredIsobbedupandcouldseewhomIliked

betweenthetwo.Iwasactuallymorehornythan

drunk

Ilookeddownandshemovedclosertome

Her:mamacitaistheresomethingwrong?

Ishookmyheadandshegasped

Her:woosomethingisdifferentaboutyou,youare

glowingandcan’tlookatmewhenItalkaboutsex

Islightlyturnedmyheadsoshewontseemy

embarrassment



Her:youdidit?OHMYGODYOUDIDIT

Inoddedandshejumpedupanddown

Her:yougotBoltified….Notonlyareyoucarryinghis

babybuthissemenaswell

Me:reallyCarlyreally

Shelaughed

Her:heisbreakingeverything,yourvirginity,your

pregnacity,yoursanity,youreverything

Shewasdancingaroundandsmiled

Her:anywayIcalledtosaythatweneedtodothe

photoshootagainweareapproachingthesecond

month

Sheheldmyhand

Me:nextweekcanwemoveittonextweek?

Shenodded.Wesatthewholedayjustcatchingup

Her:haveyouthoughtaboutwhatyouaregoingto

do?

Ishookmyhead.WedecidedtocatchupandItold



hereverythingthathasbeengoingon

Her:youneedtoatleastfindajob,youcannotbea

housewife/girlfriend

Sheshowedmeapost

Her:heretheyarelookingforaphysicianpromise

meyouwilltryitout

Me:Ipromise

Her:haveyouvisitedmom?

Ilookedatherandshookmyhead

Me:shekickedmeoutandtoldmetocomeback

afterthebabyisborn

Sheshookherhead

Her:andyoudidn’tvisither?

Inodded

Her:youwereangrywithme,youdidn’ttextmeand

talktomebutdidIgiveup?

Ishookmyhead

Her:hereIamnowstaringatyourstubbornfaceso



youandyourmotherarethesame.Youjustneedto

stopmoppingandgovisitherwhethershekicked

yououtornot

InoddedwehadlunchandIdidn’tevennoticewhat

timeitwasuntilMichaelcamehelookedatusand

shookhishead

Him:Idon’tknowwhatyouladiestalkaboutbut

damnyoucantalk

Welookedathimandlaughed

Him:youarenotready?

Me:for?

Him:dinnertonight

IsmackedmyheadIcompletelyforgot,Iquicklysat

upandrushedtofreshenupandchange.Iworemy

longdresswithsomejewelleryandhighheels.I

walkedallthebacktothem

Me:Iamready

Hecouldn’tstopstaringatmehepulledmetohis

sideandwhispered



Him:wecanskipdinnertonightandgostraightto

dessertinourbedroom

IsmiledashefocusedonCarly

Him:IwillhaveDan…

Her:Johnisheredon’tworry

Heraisedhishandsbeforeweintertwinedours.We

walkedtothecaranddrovetothevenueinsilence

nowIwillfinallygettohearthewholestoryfinally.

NowIwillseewhothisAuntLola.Westoppedinthis

beautifulhousewithawaterfountainoutside.I

couldn’tstopstaringatthemesmerisingangel

spillingoutwater

Him:let’sgo

Hehelpedmeoutandwewalkedtothefrontdoor,I

breathedloudlypreparingmyselfandheturnedme

aroundtoshareakiss.Wedidn’thearthedooropen

Franco:getaroom

Westoppedthekissabruptlyandturnedtolookat

him,whilehewipedthelipstickfromhisface

Him:brother



TheysharedahugandFrancomovedtohugme.I

turnedtoMichaelsideandheloweredhimselfuntilI

sawatinybodyslamintohisembraceI

automaticallytouchedmytummytryingtoreassure

ourbaby

Him:Patrickmygoodboy

Heblewhisneck

Him:whoismyfavouritenephew?

HekeptgigglingandhuggingMichael,aladywalked

tousshewasalsoverymuchheavilypregnant

Her:helloIamTeresaBoltthisIdiot’swife

ShehitFrancoontheheadandheduckedtolateI

justsmiled

Me:AmeliaClovernicetomeetyou

Her:finallyMichaelwontbealoneatourfamily

dinners

WewalkedinjustchattingandIfeltsomeonehug

mefromtheback,IturnedaroundanditwasJolie

Her:weneedtochattomorrowpromise



Inodded

Me:promise

Ayoungmanwalkedinhelookednothinglikethe

Boltbrothershewasmoreathleticandcarelessin

hisattireheunlikethebrothershehadblondhair

andabroaderface

Him:helloIamJack

ThisistheJack

Me:AmeliaClover

Everyonewaschattingandgettingalong,untilwe

heardasoundweturnedtothepersonandIsawa

womanwithgreyhairinapowerfulattirethat

matchedherpowerfulpresence

Michael:AuntLola

Thestaredateachother

Her:Michael

Shelookedateveryoneelse

Her:family



Shemovedustothedinnertableandeverything

becameextratensewhenBellawalkedin

Michael:whatisshedoinghere?

Bella:unlikeyouAuntLolaseesmeasfamilysinceI

haveaBoltchildwithme

AuntLola:sheisnotfamilyalso

ShepointedatmewhichangeredMichaelabit

Michael:sheismorefamilythanyoueverwere

Her:goodnesssuchpowerfulwordrememberIam

yourauntandyouwillrespectthat

Sheturnedtome

Her:careforadrink,Bellawhydon’tyoupourher

thatdrink

Shepouredthedrinkandtriedtogiveittome

Michael:shewon’tneedanydrink

Hetookthedrinkandthrewitontheground

AuntLola:fairenough
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IlookedatMichaelashethrewtheglassonthefloor,

Itriedtoeatthefoodonthetablebutthemoment

thesmellhitmynostrilsIplacedmyforkbackonthe

plate.Iamcarryingaverynaughtychild

AuntLola:doyouthinksolittleofmethatyouthinkI

wouldharmalittlebaby?

Shelookedatme,referringtowhatMichaeldidwith

thedrink

Him:Idon’tcarewhatyoudotomeorsaytomeat

allbutifyoueverthinkaboutharmingmyfamilyI

willforgetyouaremyaunt.Youdon’tcareabout

whoyouhurtyouevenattemptedtotakethe

companyfromme…

Hissentencewascutshort

Her:thecompanywasnotyoursfromthegetgo.

ThatWILLshouldhaveneverbeenmade

Him:becausethecompanyisyoursright?

Heaskedsarcastically

Her:thewarwasneveryourstobeginwith

Thetensionwassohigh



Franco:thisisaverylovelydinner

Hetriedtobecheerybutnoonewaspaying

attentiontohim

Him:wellintheendyouwon,yoursongot49%

percentandIamout

Her:hewasneversupposedtoget49%youwere

neversupposedtogiveoutthosesharesandIblame

yourfather

Him:goodbecausethatisyourwarwithhim

Shecuthissentenceagain

Her:youinvolvedyourselfbyallowingyourselfto

sidelinemysonandcontinuetreatinguslikeInever

belongedinthecompany.Mygrandfatherfounded

thatcompany,butyoubloodsuckingparasitesthat

arehellbentondestroythevisionofthecompany.

Asforgiving49%thatisnotjustice.Myfathergave

me50%andyourfather50%butnoyouthoughtyou

weresmart

Him:youallowedfathertobuyyououtofthe

company….



Her:hepromisedmethatbyacquiringthecompany

hewillbringittogreatheightsandwewillreapfrom

it.Ihaven’treapedanythinginfactyouallforgot

aboutme,youallmovedonlikeIneverexisted.You

treatedthecompanylikeIwasn’tapartofit.You

oustmelikethewayyourfatheroustedJolieashis

daughter

IturnedtoJolieandshelookedlikeshewasabout

tocry

Him:don’tyoueverspeakaboutJolieinthatmanner

ever!Youandyourstupidbrotherputherthrough

hellshedidmorethanyoueverwouldforthat

companyandyoushouldbegrateful

Her:isthetruththatpainful?

HestoodthesametimeshedidandJackstoodup

aswellincludingFrancoandIjustsattherestuckin

myseatstaringatJoliewhowasequallydistressed.

Ireallydidn’tfeelcomfortableatall

Me:Michael

Heturnedtomeandthelookonhisfacewasmore

deadlythanbefore.Hesatdownlookingatmeand



broughtmeinforahug

Him:Iamsorry

Hewhisperedinmyear

Bella:hownice

Heslowlyreleasedmefromtheembraceandwe

turnedourdirectiontoher

Bella:thisissosweet,welcometothefamily,sheis

familyrightMichael.Ican’twaitforthewedding.I

meanyoucouldn’twaittomarrymeafterwegot

together.YoumustfeelthesameforAmelia

Franco:don’tstartwithyournonsenseBellainfactI

don’tevenknowwhyyouarehereinthefirstplace

Bella:unlikeyouAuntLolaknowstheimportanceof

family,nothingmuchcanbesaidaboutyouandyour

brother.Iamthemotherofyourfistbornandyou

won’tchangethat.Itmakemefamily

Teresa:itmakesyouawhorewhocouldn’tcloseher

legs

AuntLola:Teresa!



Teresa:tellmeIamwrong,tellmeshedidn’tcome

herewithhersoleintensiontobreakourfamilyand

reclaimherthroneinourlives

AuntLoladrankfromherglassandlookedsideways

withasmile

Bella:thisisnotaboutyouandyourinsecuritiesthis

isaboutMichaelfinallymakingAmeliaamemberof

thefamily

Lee:ifyouarethepartofthe“family”thansheistoo

andmuchmorethanyou

Shetriedtosaysomething

Lee:thatisenoughwedon’twanttohearanything

thatcomesoutofyourmouth

Sheshruggedhershoulder

Bella:Iwasn’ttalkingtoyouIwastalkingtoMichael.

AreyougoingtomarryAmelia?

Helookeddownanditreallygottome.Hecould

answereverythingbutchoosesnowtoremainquiet,

nowofalltime?

Bella:wellMichael



Me:thatisenough!

Theyallturnedtome

Bella:painfulbeingthesecondbestisn’t?

Ifeltsoangry,Ihavenoideawherethesefeeling

comefrombutreallyshepushedthebutton.Iamno

one’ssecondbest

Me:Ihaveputupwithyourbullshit,listeningtoyou

goonandon.Nobodyisinterestedinwhatyouhave

tosay.Youronlycontributionisyourwomanhood

Michaelturnedandlookedatme,Icouldfeelhim

stareatme,thesamewayhelookedatmeduring

thedinnerwithJames

Bella:isn’tthatwhatyouarecontributingalso?

Me:wellasamatteroffactIamcontributingmuch

morethanthat,Igothimtolaughagain

Shelaughedandlookedatme

Her:youstupidnaïvelittlegirl

Me:ImightbeallthatbutatleastIamnotsomeold

desperateruntyoucan’tseemtoletgoafteryears



ofclaimingtomoveyou.YouknowwhatIdon’twant

tohearitsaveit,Iamhungryandcan’tseemtoeat

thisgodforsakenfoodyouhavecooked,Iamhorny….

Michaelcoughedthroughhisglass

Me:…eventhoughwehadsexthismorning,my

hormonesatnotnormal,mybreastarefuckensore

andheavenforbiditfeelshotinhere.Everyoneis

arguingoversomeonewhoisdeadandprobably

pleasedtoseewhatishappeninghere

IturnedtoMichaelandhehadthisamusedlookon

hisface,Ireallywantedtoslapthesmugoffhisface,

hereallywasannoyingmenow

Me:canwegetoutofhere,Iwanttogo

Hestoodupandhelpedmeup

Him:urhmfamilywehavetogo

Me:yeswearegoingtohaveSEXBella,hot

passionatelovemaking.Youwillprobablyever

dreamabout.Youwillrothereinthisverytableyou

willmostprobablyhaveJacktoserviceyou

IlookedathimandIcouldn’tstopmythoughtfrom



comingoutofmymouth

Me:butheprobablywouldratherbegaythantodate

youletalonesleepyou

IturnedtoAuntLola

Me:Iwouldliketothankyouforwhateverthisis.I

wouldreallysayIappreciatethedinnerbutinall

honestthiswastheworstdayofmylife.Thankyou

AuntLola

Iturnedtoeveryone

Me:goodnight

Bella:byebitch

IturnedtoherandalmostruntoherbutMichael

heldmecloseandpickedmeup

Me:sayonemorethingtome…Idareyou…Idouble

dareyou

Michael:goodbyeeveryone

HewalkedwithustothecarandthemomentIgotin

Ishiftedtomysideandfeltthetearsstreaming

downmycheeksasIthoughtaboutwhatBellasaid.



Ilookedoutthewindowtryingnottolethergetinto

myskinbutitwashard

Him:Kitten

HetriedtotouchmeandImovedhishand.Onone

handGeorgewasreadytomarryandMichaelhe

couldn’tevenansweronesimplequestion.The

momentwegottothecondo,Irushedoutand

rushedinside.Hefollowedmeheldmetohim

Him:Ameliatalktome

Iturnedandlookedathim,heknewwhatwas

hurtingmeheisnotstupid.Hebreathedoutloudly

andpulledmetothecouch

Him:youdoknowthehistorybetweenmeandBella?

Ilookedathimanddidn’tanswer.HeknowsIknow

Him:eversincetheshamoftheweddingIhave

neverreallylearnttotrustawoman.Ineverlearntto

openmyhearttomarriage.Iwaitedforherforhours

andshenevercame.Sheleftmealovenoteabout

howshelovedmyfriend.Iwashumiliatedinfrontof

people,infrontofthemedia.Wewerethecoupleof



theyearonlytofindoutshedoesn’tloveme.I

openedmyhearttogethurtandhumiliated

Ilookedathimfeelingveryemotional

Me:soyouthinkIwilldothesametoyou?

Hecuppedmyfaceandmademelookathim

Me:youthinkIwillopenyourheartandleaveyou

brokenandhumiliatedattheend

HetriedtokissmeandImovedmyface

Me:IamhurtMichael,neverhaveIeverthoughtthe

willcomeatimeIwillhavetoprovemyselfto

anyone.HaveIevergivenyouareasontodothat?

Helookedsidewaysavoidingeyecontact

Him:withGeorge

Iopenedmymouth,Ihavegivenhimeverything.I

choosehimandthisisthethanksthatIget?

Me:thankyouMichaelthankyouverymuch

Istoodupwalkingtotheroomandtookoutmy

suitcaseIcannotandIwillnotstayhereanylonger,

hefollowedmeandpickeduptheclothesIthrewon



thebedtryingtoputthembackinthedrawer

Him:Iamsorryforcomparingyou

Me:IamgladyouaresorryMichael.Letmetellyou

something,whenIloveIopenmyheartandgofor

whatIwant.Familyiseverythingandyoumademe

believeinfamily,familydoesn’texistinyourworld

Michael.Youlovethingsyoucancontrolsadlyyou

cannotcontrolhowIfeelforyouandifyoufeelI

don’tloveyouwellthentough.Nowletmego

Him:no!

Iturnedtohimandmovedclosertohim

Me:letmegoNOW!

Him:Isaidno!

Me:fine

Him:goodbecauseyouarestuckherepermanently

withme

IhuffedasIcontinuedtopackmyclothes

Him:Amelia,Iloveyou

Me:damnrightyoudo



Hegrabbedmyarmandforcedmetostareathim

Me:Michaelwereallyrushedintothings,Ineedyou

tofigurethingsout.Iwillbefine,thebabywillbefine.

YoucarryalotofhurtandIneedyoutotrustme.

Thiswilldousgood,findyourselfMichaelbecauseI

foundmeandIknowwhatIwantandwhoIwant

Hegrabbedmychinandbroughthisfacecloserto

mine

Him:IknowwhatIwant

Iclosedmyeyesjustwaitingforhimtokissmeand

hejustchuckled.Thenerve
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Hissweetannoyingchucklesturnedintoactual

laughter.Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathimwhat

couldpossiblybesofunny?

Him:Icannotbelieveyousaidallthosethings

IlookedathimconfusedandIrememberedexactly

whathappenedtonight.Isaidallthosethingsindeed.

Icouldn’thelpitwatchinglaughlikethatsoftenme

upandIjoinedinthelaughingtheexpressiononhis



facetonightwasacomicrelief

Him:areyoualwayslikethatorwasitaonetime

thing?

Ismiledlookingathimandhenarrowedhiseyes

lookingatme

Him:wereyouseriouswhenyousaidyouwhere

horny

Hemovedclosertomeandcaressedmyface,it

reallymakemefeelthisburningdesireformingin

mestronger.Hemovedhishandalloverme.I

removedeyecontactlickingmylipsandlooked

behindhim.HewasclosetothebedandIpushed

himuntilhelandedonthebedhesattherelooking

atme.Iclimbedontophimandlookedathim

Me:IwasmaybebutnowIamnot

Hecuddledmesittinginthatposition

Him:Amelia,youmakemedoweirdthings

Hepulledawayandwemadeeyecontact

Him:Iamsorryaboutthewholemarriagething…

believemeifthingsweredifferentyouwouldbeMrs



Boltbutthingsareabitcomplicatedandtrustme

themomentImakeyouMrsBoltyouwillbethe

happiestwoman

IlookedathimIcouldn’teventalk

Him:Iwantustodothingsinourpace

Heroamedhishandsbehindmybackandrestedhis

headonmybreasts

Him:AmeliaIwantustodothingsaccordingto

MichaelandAmeliatime…notbecausethereis

pressureoutthere.Idon’twantustorushintothings

likeIrushedyoutobeamother.Sopleasedo

believemewhenIsayIdoloveandIwillmakeyou

mywifesomeday

Hemovedhisheadandlookedatme.Icouldn’tstop

theangerinmeandIjustnodded

Him:andsinceyouwanttoleaveme,Isuggestyou

gototheHamptons

Me:what

Thatcameasashock,ishekickingmeout

Him:Iwantyoutohaveapeacefulpregnancy



withoutstressingaboutthisandthat.Youwon’tbe

aloneyouwillhaveJolie

Me:no

It’snotbecauseIdon’twantJolie.It’sbecauseI

don’tknowherextremelytobecomfortablewithher

aloneandhesmiled

Him:okayIunderstandyoucangowithwhoeveryou

pickfeelandcomfortablearound

Me:you

Helaughedlookingawaybeforereturninghisgaze

tome

Him:noIwon’tcomeyouwillgowithCarlyalright?I

haveotherplans

Imovedfromhimandhegotup

Him:forthenextfewmonthsIwillbebusywithmy

newprojectandIdon’twantyoutobeboredand

lonely.Youshouldseeit,itfeelsgoodstarting

somethingfromscratch.Somethingthatwillentirely

bemine.Youwon’thavetosharewithmyfamily.

Youandourbabycanbeguaranteedtobehappy



andsecure

Theexcitementhespokewithalmostmademe

forgethowangryIamwithhim.Istoodupand

walkedtohim

Me:allowmeinthisnewproject

Hepickedmeupandspannedabitbeforewe

landedonthebedandhekissedmylips

Him:Iwantittobeasurprise.BesidesIwantyouto

beproudofme…wewillhaveotherprojects

togetheronceourbabyisborn.RightnowIdon’t

wantyounearthesevulturesthatareguaranteedto

hurtmybabiestogettome

Hecaressedmyface

Him:youbotharefarmoreimportanttome,andI

willbehappytoknowyouaresafeandsound

whereveryouare.Idon’twanttoworryaboutyour

safetyandwellbeing,mostimportantlyIdon’twant

youtostress

Me:finebutIamnotgoingtotheHamptonsIam

stayingwithCarlyandthatisfinal.Iwillbesafewith



her.NoMichaelthatisfinal,Idon’twantyoutomiss

importantdateswiththebaby.Icantakecareof

myself

Helookedatmeandmovedhishandsupanddown

mythighssqueezingmybuttockswhenhereached

histhere

Him:mybabyhasthebestmothershecaneverask

for

Hebroughthislipsclosertomine,hestopped

beforekissingmeandchuckledlookingaway.I

pulledhisfaceandmadehimlookatme

Me:what’sfunny?

Helookedverydeepinthoughtsforasecondbefore

helookedatme

Him:youknowtherewasatimeIneverthoughtI

wouldkissawomanbefore

Ilookedathimconfused,hehadanotherbeforeme

Him:ImeanIhavehadflingsbeforebutInever

kissedthem.Idon’tinvolvefeelingnoremotionsin

mysexualactivities.Itwaspurelysexandleavethe



followingmorning

Iscratchedmyhead

Him:don’tthinkItreatedthembadly,Imadethem

feelspecialsotheywouldenjoy,asmuchasIhated

theoppositesexIdidn’twantthemtofeellikeIdid

Hecaressedmyfaceagain

Him:butyou,youarelikethiseggthatIdon’twant

tobreak,morelikeyoubrokeme.Ihatetoadmitthat

youaremyweakness

Ismiledandwesharedakissagain

…….

SixmonthspassedandIwasalreadyinmyseventh

monthofthepregnancy.Sincehewassobusywith

hisnewprojectwehaven’thadapropersitin

togethermeandMichael,hetriedtobetherefor

everyimportantappointmentbuthecouldn’tcome

tosome.CarlymovedinwithmebringwithherJohn

ofcourse.Itwasawkwardatfirstandthen

everythingbecamegettingusedto,IgotajobCarly

suggestedandIwon’tlieIenjoyeddoingwhatI



studiedfor.ItoldFrancothatIwillonlycomein

whenIamneeded.Iamworkingwiththefootball

fitnessteam,anditgetsexhaustingespeciallydoing

footballseasonwithalltheinjuriesandmehavingto

helpthembacktoshape.TodayIknockedofflate

forworkandstoppedatanearbypizzaplaceIwas

cravingsomethingreallycheesy.OnmywaythereI

bumpedintosomeoneIneverthoughtIwouldbump

intoandhereallylookednice

Me:George

Hesmiledandpulledmeinforahug,Icouldn’t

returnthehugIjuststoodthereashefinally

releasedmefromthehug

Him:ithasbeenalongtime

IsmiledathimasIwalkedtothecountertoplace

myorder

Him:Iseeyouarenotwearingmyring

Me:Michael,ImeanGeorgesorry.Iamreallysorry,I

shouldhavetoldyoualongtimeago

Ikeptscratchingmyhead.HowcouldIdothis?



Him:relax,Ifigureditoutalongtimeago.Ithought

longandhardaboutmyselfandmylife.AboutwhatI

havebecomeandwhoIambecomingandwhatI

wanttobecome.IamsorryIwasadicktowardsyou

InoddedasIwatchedhimtryingtomanupforhis

mistakes,reallyIwasproudofhim

Him:soIwentoutandgotajobsinceIdon’tthink

youwillcontinuewithyoupromise

Iheldhishand

Me:heyIpromisedyoudidn’tI?Iwillnevergo

againstmypromiseandyouknowit.Iwillcontinue

tofundyou

Him:sonowyoumovedfrommygirlfriendtomy

sponsor?

Icouldn’tstopmyself

Me:nofriendswearefriendaren’twe?

Helaughed

Him:Idon’twanttobefriendsIwanttobemore

thanfriends



Hemovedclosertomeandbreathedthefragrance

frommyhair

Him:butIguessitwon’thappen,itwasgoodseeing

youLia

Hepointedatthecounterasmyordernumberwas

beingcalled.Iwalkedfromhimandfetchedmy

order,Iturnedtohimandsmiledasawaytosay

goodbye.Iwalkedtothecaranddrovealltheway

home.IwalkedinandfoundCarlyandJohnonthe

couch

Me:ohsorry

Theystoppeddoingwhattheyweredoingand

lookedatme

Carly:babe

Me:Iwilleatmypizzainmyroom,don’twantMaria

tobitemyheadoffinthemorning

Shesmiled

Her:letmefinishitforyou

Ishookmyhead



Me:nopeIwillneedthispizza,theonlythingyouare

finishingishim

IpointedatJohn

Me:andjustcleanupthecouchwhenyouaredone.

OhandyoureallyaregiftedJohn

IsaidthisasIwalkedtomyroom.Iclosedthedoor

andtriedtoeatbutitwasreallyhardlisteningto

themgooffintheirroom.Iwishtheystayedonthe

couch,nowtheyaregivingMariaanextradirtyjob,

myphoneranganditwasMichael.Isquealedwith

excitementandthebabymovedto.Iconnectedthe

calltomylaptopandpickedup

Me:Michael!

Him:someoneisexcitedtoseeme

Myfacechangedfromhappytosadatthesame

time

Me:howcanIbehappyifyoudon’tcomeback,I

missyouMichael

Hesmiled

Him:Imissyoutoo



Me:noyoudon’t,youdon’tmissmeatall.Iamhere

aloneinyourhousewithCarlyandJohn

Ibroughtthelaptopclosertothewall

Me:youheartheyaremakingloveMichaelandI

havetosleeplisteningtothat,doyouhowpainfulit

ishavingasexualcravingwithnoonetosatisfyyou?

HetriedtotalkandIraisedmyfingerandhe

tightenedhislips

Me:IwantthatMichaelandyouarenotaround

Him:Iamactually…

Me:yesyouareoutheretryingtosecurethebagfor

meandourdaughter.Sheisexcitedtohearyour

voiceandwon’tstopkickingrightanditisannoying

Michaelbecauseyouarenotheretofeelit,youare

missingoutonyourchild’sdevelopmentforalegacy

whichIwillgetwhenyouaredead.Whydon’tyou

justdiesowecanseewhatkeptyouawayforso

long

Hismouthflungopen

Me:Iamnotgoingtomincemyword,Iamover



sensitiveandemotionallately.CanyoubelieveI

criedaftermybananafellontheground,Icouldn’t

stopfeelingsorryforit?Michaelalltheseemotions

areplayingatollonme.ItisnothelpingthatIwork

withverysexymenandyouknowwhat,theyhave

beautifulsixpackwhichItouchbutIcannothave

becauseIhaveyou.Thereisn’tadaythatgoes

withoutmefantasyingwhatIwouldbedoingtoyou

butnoyoudon’tcare,youjustdon’t

Iclosedthelaptopandthrewmyselfonthebed.I

couldn’tstopmytearsfromcoming.Heishurting

me,heishurtingus.Ifelthandsonmybelly,Iturned

totryandattackwhoeverandprotectmybabyonly

toseehisfacehehadasmileon

Him:IwascallingtotellyouIaminyourbathroom,I

heardandseenthecrazysexandIwantedto

surpriseyou

Ijuststoodtherewithasadface,Iwantedtobe

happybutIcouldn’t.Hekneeleddownandkissed

mybelly,thisbabyisatraitorformovingaroundso

much,hehadahugegrinthewholetime



Him:theprojectisdoneandtomorrowIwantyouto

someseeit,youaregoingtoloveit

Hebreathedloudly

Him:andIpromiseIwillneverleaveyou,Iamhere

foryouandourbabywearegoingtostartanewlife

afreshfromtomorrowMrsBolt

Ilookedathim

Me:what?

Hepulledmebacktobedandkissedmyforehead
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Iwon’tliethisisoneofthebestmorningIcouldever

prayfor,foronceIdidn’tuseapillowtosupportmy

growingbaby,andalsoIwasn’ttheonlyonewhofelt

babymovethewholenightthemanwhohelped

createourbabywasherewithme,andIampretty

sureIcanhearhimtalktothebabyrightnow,heis

whisperingtothebaby.Ireallywantedtohearwhat

hehasgottosaytoherbutIknowbetterthanto

interfereinother’speople’sbusinessespeciallyhis.I

feltthebedadjustandherestedhishandonmy



belly.Iopenedmyeyesandhiswhereclosed.I

couldn’thelpmyselfIjustlookedathisface

admiringeverything,thewayhisfacewassculptured,

hiscutepointynosewhichIwantedtotouchand

prickaswell.Islowlyremovedhishandfromme

andgotoutofbed.Althoughwedidn’tdoanythingat

all,Ipreferredtosleepnakedwithhimnexttome,

andlikethegentlemanheturnedouttobe,he

followedsuitjustsowecouldconnect.Ifoundhis

shirtandworeit,Icouldn’tstopsmellingit

Him:itsuitsyou

Iturnedandstaredathim

Him:notonlyareweeavesdroppingwearealso

sneakingout,youreallydon’tmissmeasmuchas

yousay,doyou?

Hewinkedandsatup,Istoodbyleaningagainstthe

doorjustblushingdidhecomplimentme?he

motionedhisheadandIwalkedtohimblushingand

Isatontopofhim

Him:howmuchdidyoumissme?Lastnightyou

sleptcrying



Ismiled,feelinghimraiseuplikethat.Wearenaked

forgoodnesssake

Me:itwasmyhormonestheyarenotallowingmeto

behappy

Hekissedmycheekandmovedallthewaytomy

neckwhichtickledbecauseitismysensitivepart

causingmetogigglelikealunatic

Me:stopit

Him:wearechangingtheseunhappyhormonesand

replacingthemwithfuckmehormones

Me:Michaelwehaveababyinhere

Hestoppedandlookedatme

Him:apparentlyyouforgotthatlastnightafterthat

outburst.

Hesatandthoughtlongandhardbeforeheasked

this

Him:Whatisthisworkthingthatallowsyoutotouch

othermen?

Ismiled



Me:Idecidedtofollowmycareer

Heraisedhiseyebrow

Me:wellIamaphysiotherapistremembersoitismy

dutytohealthosebrokenmenbacktohealth

Heshookhishead

Him:no

Me:Ididn’taskyouanythingIwasmerelystatinga

fact

Him:IknowIdidn’task,Ihavegivenyouajob

Istoodupfromhimandlookedatthebathroom,he

justdoesn’tgetme,himandGeorge.OnethoughtI

lovedthosedreadfulrosesandthisonethinksI

enjoyworkinginthatoffice

Me:Idon’tlikethatjobMichael,Idon’tknow

anythingtodowithbusinessandthisjobmakesme

happy

Hebreathedloudlyandwalkedtome

Him:okayIhearyou,youcanworkelsewherewhere

thereisn’tsexymenwhowilltemptyou.Idon’tenjoy



anyonelookingatthis

Hepointedatmybody

Him:thisismineandanymanlustingoverit

frustratesme

Ismiledandfeltcreepedoutabit

Him:thatdressthefirsttimewemet,Isawhowmen

lookedatyouhenceIaskedyoutodress

professionally

Thisdressstorykeepschangingeverysecond

Him:youarebeautifulAmelia,anymanisafoolnot

toacknowledgethat,butIwanttobetheonlyman

lookingatthisandthinking“manhowluckycanone

be?”

Iwalkedintohisarmsandhuggedhim

Me:okaywhileIamthispregnantIwillhandinmy

letterofresignation,butyouwillnottellmewhereI

workandwhomIworkwith

Henodded

Me:seethis?



Iturnedaroundforhimandhenodded

Me:thisisallyours

Iwinkedandmovedmyfingerupanddownhisabs

Me:andthisbetterremainasmine

Iturnedandwalkedtothebathroom

Me:comeletmeshowyouhowmuchImissedyou

Icouldn’tfinishthatsentencebeforehepickedme

upandwalkedustothebathroom

Him:don’tsaysomethingyouwon’thandle

Whenwegotintheshowerheputmedownturning

onthewaterhewalkedbacktomeasIwas

unbuttoninghisshirtonmeandherippeditoffmy

bodyapart.Wewalkedintheshowertogether

sharingakissbeforeheturnedmearoundsoIwas

facingtheglassandIbalancedmyselfwiththe

glass.Ineverknewhowstrongtheseglassesare,I

neverknewsexfromthebackcouldbethismind

blowingandImostdefinitelyneverknewthata

pregnantbodyhadamindofitsown,didn’teven

takelongtohavemyfirstorgasmliterally3seconds



wasenough.Afterweweredownwewalkedbackto

thebedroomtowearfreshclothes.MrsBolt.Last

nighthesaidMrsBolt

Me:Michael

Him:hmmmm

Iturnedtolookathimandhewasstaringatme,it

kindofintimidatedmealittle

Me:lastnight…

Him:whataboutlastnight

Me:youcalledmeMrsBolt

Him:Ididdidn’tI?

Hesmiledandwalkedtome

Me:welltogetherwiththisIwanttoseeyourproject

youdidsayIwillseeyourprojecttoday

Hechuckled

Him:whatarewewaitingfor?

Hepulledmyhandinhisandwewalkedoutofthe

bedroomtodayandbumpedintoCarly,shehada



verynaughtysmileonherface

Her:Michaelyouareback

Him:hmmandyouarehere,didyougetherdrunk?

HepointedatmeandIsqueezedhishand

Me:Michaelplease

Her:itisokayIguesswewillnevergetalong

Him:hmmmyouaremywife’sfriendwhichmakes

youmyfriend

Her&i:wife

Hesmiled

Him:partofthething

Hewinkedashepulledmeandwewalkedtothecar,

wifewhyishecallingmehiswife?Whatisthis?We

droveforawhileandstoppedinfrontofahuge

househelookedatme

Him:areyouready?

Inoddedandwewalkedouttogether.Heheldmy

handandknockedonthedoorseveraltimes.A



womanopenedthedoorshewasprofessionally

dressedinasuitthathuggedherbodyinalltheright

placesmakingmefeelinsecurewiththishugebody

thatIwashavingrightnow,heregoesmyemotions

again

Her:Michael

Iturnedandlookedathim

Me:issheyousixmonthsproject?Isshewhatkept

youbusy?

Hiseyespoppedopenhewasscaredofwhathe

wasseeinginme,Icouldn’thelpit

Her:wellIcanassurethatthisisnotthecase…

Iturnedtoherandbacktohim

Me:..hecananswerforhimself,youthoughtyou

canbeservicedbyanotherwomanleavingme

pregnantformonths

Icouldfeelmyemotionsgettingthebetterofme,he

waswithherforsixmonthsandIwasmissinghim

allthistime

Him:it’snotlikethat.ThisisMirandaCosby,sheis



mytherapist

Sheextendedherhandtome

Her:andyoumustbeAmelia

Iembarrassinglytookherhandandshookit

Him:Icametoherforhelp

Me:Iamsorry

Her:it’sokayyouarepregnantandemotionsare

boundtogethigh.Plusheleftyouforsixmonths

withoutanexplanation,whileyouwenttosome

appointmentsalone

Webothlookedathimandsheinvitedus

Her:Iwillleaveyoutwototalk

Shegaveusteabeforesheleft,mybodywas

againstthistimeidea

Me:canIpleasehavemilkwithice,Idon’twanttea

Shelookedatmeandsmiled

Her:baby

Inodded,shewalkedawayandcamebackwithmy



drink,Iturnedtohimwaitingforhimtotalk

Him:Imadeadecisionsixmonthsagotocomeand

seeher,themomentthemarriagetopicwasbrought

upIrealisedhadn’thealedandthiscouldbetoxicfor

thebaby

Ilookeddownenjoyingmydrink

Him:Ialwayslookedatyoutalktothebaby,brush

thebabyandbewiththebaby,andIrealisedIwas

notready,younaturallyturnedintoamotherfast

andI,IontheotherhandhavenoideawhatIam

doing.Ifeltweirdholdingyourstomach,thebaby

wasn’tnoticeablebutIfeltasifIwasforcinga

connection

Iputmyhandsonhisface

Me:babyIhavenoideahowtobeamothertoo,Iam

stilldoubtingmyskill,IamstilldoubtingifIwantto

beababy.IamembarrassedtoadmitthatbutIam

alsoscared,Iwishyouhadtalkedtomeandwebe

togetherthroughthis

Him:Ididn’twanttobringmorebaggageinyourlife.

Kitten,Ididn’twanttobeadistantfather,Idon’t



wanttoendupblamingmybabyshouldanything

happentoyou.Idon’twanttobeafatherthattreats

thebabysomehow.Iwanttobeemotionally

availabletothebothofyou,Iwanttobethebest

fatherandhusbandyoucanbothcanaskfor

Ifelttearscomingdownmycheek

Him:Idon’twantyoutoeverdoubtmeanddoubtmy

loveforasecbecauseyoubotharewhatis

importanttome

Hemovedcloserandkissedmyforehead

Him:Iwantustogetmarriedtodayrightnow

Me:what?

Him:let’sgotothecourthouseandgetmarried3

monthsafterLilyisbornwecanhaveabigfamily

wedding.Pleasemakemehappy

Iopenedmymouth.Evergirlwishestohaveabig

weddingandherewearestartingbyhavinga

courthousewedding.IguessIcandealwiththat,I

wanthim,Ilovehim.Heistheonewhoawakensmy

everybeing



Me:let’sdoit

HesmiledandIthrewmyhandsonhimgivinghima

bighug

Him:part2/3ofmyprojectsdone

Me:wewillgetmarriedononecondition

Helookedatme

Me:thisisonedangerousmissionjustpromiseyou

won’thatemeafterward

Him:Iwillneverhateyouunlessyouarecarryingmy

brother’schild

Ishookmyhead,hereitgoes

Me:youneedtovisityourfather’sgrave
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HepulledmeclosertohimandIpushedhimbackI

justwantedhimtotellmehewillseehisfather’s

grave

Him:fine,butwearegoingthataftergettingmarried

andremembertomorrowIamshowingyoupart3of

whatIwasbusywith.Comelet’sgo



Me:waitIhavetofinishmyicedmilk

Helookedatmeandchuckled

Him:youwillfindmeinthecar

HestoodupleavingmetherewhileIenjoyedmy

milk,afterfinishingItookmybagandfixedmyself

andfollowedhimtothecar,Ifoundhimsittingthere

staringathisphone.WhenIopenedthedoorhe

lookedatmeandplacedthephonedown

Him:AmeliaIneedyoutobesureaboutthis

Inodded

Me:Ihaveneverbeensosureaboutanythinguntil

now

Wesharedahugbeforewedroveofftotherestof

ournewlife.WearrivedatthecourthouseandI

foundJolieandFrancowaitingthere.Iturnedtohim

andhepointedatmyside,Islowlyturnedmyhead

andsawCarlythereshewaswithJohnandthey

wavedatmeIwavedbackbeforeturningbackto

him

Me:soyoutwotalked?



Hewinkedatmeandwalkedout,Ialsogotandran

intoCarly’sopenarms

Her:lookwhoisgettingmarried

Me:Icantbelieveyouarehereanddidn’ttellmeat

all

Her:itwouldn’tberealifwesuddenlybecamebest

buddiesnowwouldit

WebrokethehugandImovedontoJohn

Him:goodluck

Ibrokethehugandlookedathim

Me:thankyouJohn

Him:IcantbelieveMrGrumpyneversmileisgetting

marriedtoyoubutseriouslyIamcheeringforyou

IturnedandlookedatMichael,yeptherewasatime

hefittedthosedescriptionsbutnowheisallmine

andIamallhis.IturnedbacktoJohn

Me:youbestbelieveit

Weallwalkedtothecourthouse.Themomentwe

reachedtheofficialIreallywishedmymotherwas



here,Iwishshecouldwitnessherdaughterbeing

takenbyamanwholovesher,whowilldoanything

toensurethesafetyandhappinessofherchildand

grandchild.Theceremonytookplacebuttomeitfelt

likeforeverbecauseIwantedittobeforever,I

wantedittolastbecauseitwasmyreality.Afterthe

weddingwewenttoarestauranttocelebratebeing

married

Franco:attention

Weallfocusedonhim

Franco:therewasatimeIhavegivenuponmy

brother,Ithoughthewasgoingtodieanoldsenile

manwhowillprobablyhateanythingthatmeans

happiness.Especiallyweddings

Ichuckled,whileMichaeltightenedhisfist

Franco:butlookathimnow,hefoundanothersenile

persontogrowoldwith,Imeanwhogetsmarriedat

thecourthouse?

Iturnedtohim

Me:hey!



Hechuckled

Franco:jokesaside,Ireallywishyouallthebest.You

deservehappinessandallgoodwishesyoucould

everaskfor

IturnedtoMichaelandhebroughthisfacecloserto

minesowecouldshareaquickperkonthelipsnot

oncenottwicebutthreetimesandwelookedat

eachother,foramomentandjustforamomentwe

forgottherewerepeopleoutthere.Justforthe

momentitwasjustus.Westoodupandallwentto

thehousetocontinuethecelebrations.Isatontop

ofMichaelwhileFrancobroughthisfamilyandthey

allmadeabarbecue.IfeltMichael’shandreston

tummy,hewasbrushingmytummyinawaythat

mostpeoplewouldn’teventellhewasfeelingthe

babywhowasmovingalot

Him:let’skickeveryoneoutyoumustbetired

HewhisperedinmyearandIshookmyhead

Me:stopbeingrudesir

Iturnedtohimandhemademestandup,after

strugglingabithealsostoodupandpickedmeup



Him:MrsBoltoverherejusttoldmeshetiredand

wantstoretireforthenightsoifyoucouldexcuse

yourselves

Ilookedathimwithmymouthopen

Me:Ididnotsaysuch

Him:sheisembarrassedandfartookindheartedto

tellyoubutthenagainshemarriedthisoldsenile

whoisnotafraidtosaythatforher.Wewillseeyou

tomorrow

Hewalkedupstairswithusandwewalkedtohis

bedroom.Webothwenttofreshenupbeforegetting

inbed.AsmuchasIwantedtomakelovetohimI

reallywastiredandhepulledmeclosersowewere

bothsoclose,heheldmyneckandweshareda

passionatekiss,Icannotwaittosharethesenews

withmymotherminustheintimateparts

Him:restmykitten

Hekissedmyforeheadandwebothclosedoureyes,

hereistothebeginningofthemanyyearstocome….

Thismorningfeelsverydifferenteventhoughitis



thesame,thesunrisesfromtheeastandsetson

thewest,thereissomethingdifferent,Iamnot

wakingupjustasAmeliaCloverbutAmeliaBolt,a

marriedwoman.Iopenedmyeyesandthefirstthing

thatcametomymindwastoreallyconfirmIam

married.Ilookedatmyhandandthediamondring

wasindeedthere.Icouldn’tstopstaringatit,itmade

meforgetaboutthepainsonmyback,Istruggledto

getupsincehewasnotnexttomeandIdraggedmy

feettothebathroom,notonlyitisanewday,Ihave

enteredthe8month.Ibrushedmyteethandtooka

quickshower,afterIwasdoneIgotdressedandfelt

thebabymove.GuesswhowokeupinsidemeIsat

onthebedandrestedmyhandonher

Me:morningsweetheartmommyhasn’tforgotten

you,trynottomovetoomuchtodaypleaseIam

tiredyouhaveprobablydestroyedmykidneystwice

sinceyouhavebeenherebuttodayIcannothandle

itpleasebaby

Ismiledtomyself

Me:injustamonthandfewdaysyouwillbeheremy

lovecanyoubelieveitIwillbeholdingyourtinyhand,



IwillbeplayingwithyouandIwillbelovingyoulike

crazy.IamgoingtobethebestparentforyouandI

promisetoloveyouforeverandever

Ilookedupandhewasleaningonthedoorlooking

atmewithhisarmsfoldedImotionedforhimto

comeclosertome.Hemovedtomeandplaced

bothhishandsaroundmyfaceandcameinfora

kiss,bebentdownandtouchedmytummy

Him:heyLily,dadisheresweetheart

Irestedmyhandonhisshoulderashetalkedtohis

child

Me:letmegotypemyresignationletterplease

HehelpedmeupandIwalkedtohisdeskusinghis

laptoptotype

Me:afterbondingwiththebabywearehiringa

nannyrightsoIcangobacktoworkright,inanother

place

Heshookhisheadandmassagedmyback,Ireally

neededthemassagesomuch

Him:IwillhaveDandropofftheresignationletter



Istoodupsmilingandlazilyperkedhislips

Me:noIwillbedroppingitlookingatthosefinemen

justtodepressmyselfonelasttime

HeshookhisheadandIchuckled

Me:gonearethebachelordayssoIwon’tevenlook

atthem

IwinkedathimasIturnedandprintedtheletter

Him:youcansenditthroughemail

Me:yesbutIwanttoseemybossasIhanditin,itis

moreprofessionalinpersondon’tyouthink

Itooktheletterandplaceditinanenvelopepulling

hishandaswewalkeddownforbreakfast

Him:youwillsitonthecouchyoumustbetired

Itookmybowloffruitandsatonthecouch

Me:youjoiningme?

IwasgreetedbysilenceandIproceededtoeat

alone.ItooktheplatetoMariaandgreetedher

Her:youlooksogood



Me:thankyouMaria,youlookgoodtoo

Shelookedatmyfingerandtookmyhandshe

spokesofastIcouldn’tevenhearwhatshewas

saying

Me:thankyouMariaandyesIammarryingyour

boss

Shelookedatmewithahugegrin,Ileftherthere

andtookthecarkeysasIwalkedout

Me:MichaelIamgone

Idroveouttalkingtomybabystillthankingherfor

notmovingmuchthismorning.Iarrivedatthe

traininggroundslookingforthemanagerbecause

hewasnotinhisoffice.OnceIbumpedintohimI

gavehimmyletterofresignationandpersonally

explainedeverythingtohim

Him:wewillbesaddenedbyyourdepartureandI

promiseIwillgiveyouagoodreferenceinthefuture

Me:thankyouverymuchsir

WeshookhandsandIlefttheplace,Icheckedthe

timeandIstillhadtimetosqueezeinaquicksnack.



Iwalkedacrosstheroadandsatinthecoffeeshop,I

wasreallydyingfortheircaramelcakeanddonutsI

couldn’tstoplickingmyfingerswithmyeyesclothes

andthewaitressenjoyedacoupleoflaughswithme.

Mybabyisverynaughtyattimesmakingmecrave

suchsweetthingswithsomuchfatIpaidthebill

Her:ma’amexcusemeyoupaid200extra

IturnedtohersmiledasIwalkedacrossthestreet

Me:itismytreat

Iwinkedatherandturnedaroundandwalkedallthe

waytomycar,Idrovehomefasttoseethefinal

surprise.WhenIarrivedIrushedinsideandcalled

outMichaelnamebutitwasempty.Marialeftanote

thatshewasgoingtothemall,whichwasstrange

becausethedoorwasnotlocked.Iwalkedupstairs

callinghisnameandhestilldidn’tanswer.Isenthim

atextmessageandherepliedthathewasdoingthe

finaltouchesformyfinalsurprise.Istoodbythe

stairwayreadinghismessageandheldmystomach

Me:yourfatherissuddenlyfullofsurprisesimagine

that,wouldyoulikewhathehasforus?Ibetyou



wouldyouloveyourfatherwaytoomuch

IwasabouttowalkdownstairswhenIfelttwo

handsgripingmebehind

Me:Michaelisthatyou?

Itriedtoturnaroundandfightnotbeingpushed,but

thepersonwasadamantinwhatevertheywere

doing

Me:thisisnotfunnypleasestopyouarehurtingme

Woman:sorry

Shewhisperedinmyearsolowlyitmadeitabit

impossibletoknowwhoitwas,Itriedtoturnbutshe

pushedmesohardImissedonestepandtumbled

therestoftheway.Itriedtomaintainvisionbutmy

bodytookahugeknockIfeltsomuchpainandso

muchweaktodoanything,everythingwastoo

painfulliftingmyhandfeltlikeatonofbrickshave

landedonmeandarepreventingmeallIcouldsee

wasblondecurlyhairasthepersonwalkedaway

fromme…mybaby,Iamsorrybabypleaseforgive

me



…..

[3/5,11:33]Lynne:*CHAPTER27*

“Wehaveapulse”….

“Wehavetogetthebabyoutbookforsurgerynow!”

Thereweremanylightsflashingby,Iwasstruggling

tobreatheandhearingtheseloudpeoplegavemea

bitofhopethatthingsmightturnoutbetter,they

havetoo.WhoamIwithoutmydaughter?Whoismy

daughterwithme?WhoisMichaelwithoutus?

“Wearelosingtoothemboth,AMELIAINEEDYOU

TOSTAYWITHUSPLEASE,JUSTHOLDON

PLEASE”

IwishIcould,IwishIcanthepainistoomuch,my

neckhurts,mybodyhurts.Ineedthispaingone,

pleasetakeitawayfrommeplease……

……

Michael:haveyoufoundanything?Didyoufindher?

PleaseDanpleasefindher…Ican’tgothroughwith

this,Ican’thurtherlikethismandosomethingfast

Icouldhearhisdesperatecallinmyhead,Iwanted



towakeupandhughimandtellhimhewillbe

alrightthatwearefineandthatLily…LILY.Mybaby,

mybabyneedsme.Iamdoingthisforher,she

needsme.Whyisitsodifficulttogetmybodyto

movie?IneedtodothisIneedto

Me:Michael

Istruggledtosaythat,slowlyopeningmyeyesI

struggledtoreadjustmyeyesightandhemoved

closertome

Him:Amelia

Heheldmyfaceandkissedmycheek.Hereleased

meandwalkedbackhehadsomuchpainwrittenin

hiseyes

Me:Michaelsomeone…

Him:Iknow

Helookedawayandwalkedtowardsthedoor,Lily,I

movedmyhandtomystomachandtouchedit.This

istheemptiestithaseverfelt.Itriedtofeelherbut

therewasnothingmybabyisnotinthere

Me:Michael



HeturnedtomeasIsatuplookingformybaby

Me:ourbaby

Helookedatmeandopenedthedoor

Him:Iwillcallthedoctor

Hewalkedoutandleftmethere,whereismybaby…

whydoesitfeellikeIlostmybaby?Whereisshe?

Whycan’tIstopcryingIneedmydaughter?The

dooropenedandayoungmanenteredhelookedat

me

Him:gooddayma’amIamDoctorRobertsand…

Ididn’twanttohearwhohewasorwhathewas

doingtomybodyatall,allIwantedwasmydaughter

Me:whereismybaby?

Helookedatmeandlookeddown

Him:yougavebirthtoabeautifulbabygirl

Isatupinterruptinghim,mybabyisokay…mybaby

madeit,ithasbeen8monthsandIknowshewas

goingtomakeit

Me:canIseeher?



Hewalkedtomeandheldmyshoulder

Him:unfortunatelywelostthebaby…

Ifeltlikemyheartwasbeingstabbed,Ifeltlike

someonewasrippingmyheartthroughand

destroyingit.Ihavefailedher,Ihavefailedmy

daughter.NohesaidIgavebirthtoadaughter

Me:whatdoyoumean“welostthebaby”?

Him:wellwetriedeverything

Icouldn’thearitanymoreIdidn’twanthimtofinish

anddestroymefurther,mysobbingjustcameout

tearsstungoutofmyeyes,thepainhitmyheart,I

feltsick

Me:juststop,pleasego

Michaelenteredandlookedatme

Him:PleaseMrsBolttrytorelaxyourbodywent

throughatraumaticthing

Idon’tcareaboutanythingmybabyisgone

Me:justpleasestop,mybaby

Icouldn’tstopmytearsthemoreItriedthemore



painfulitbecame.Icrunchedmykneesupand

huggedmyself.Mybaby,mybabyisgone!Nobody

canchangethat,evenifIdieitwon’tbringherback,

sheisgone!Istruggledtobreatheandthedoctor

injectedmewithatranquilizer

Him:pleaseIneedyoutorest

Istruggledtokeepawake

Michael:IamsorryAmelia,IamdoingthisforLily…

ThatistheonlythingIheardbeforemybodywas

calm,ithurtsithurtssomuch,themedicationhelps,

itnumbsthishurt.Itnumbsthispain….

Iwokeupinthemorninganditfeltlikethereis

nothingleftformeatall,thereisnobaby,thereisn’t

anyonethereforme

Nurse:ma’amyouneedtoeat

Ishookmyheadandsheswitchedonthetelevision,

onthescreenappearedMichael

Me:excusemecanyoupleaseturnthatup

Shenoddedandincreasedthesound



Him:IhavedecidedtoreturntoBolt’sinternational

andIwillbereprisingmyroleasCEOduetothe

companygoingdowninstockmarkets,Iamreadyto

bringthecompanybacktoitsglorydays.Ican

ensureallmyclientsthattheyhavenothingtoworry

aboutandIwillhandleeverythingpersonally

Journalist:whataboutyouchild?

Journalist2:whataboutyourallegedwife?

Journalist3:areyouandBellabacktogether

Helookeddownandlookedatthecamera

Him:Idon’tknowwhattheseallegationsareabout

megettingmarried,Inevermarriedanyonebythe

nameofAmelianordoweshareachildtogether.

Sheisaderangedwomanwhoisobsessedwithme

totheextentofcommittingattemptedsuicideinmy

houseinordertokillherownunbornchild

ThenurselookedatmeandIwatchedwithmy

mouthwideopen,howcouldhesaythat?Whywould

heevensaythatatall?Whodoeshethinkheisto

hurtmethisway?Whyishedenyingourmarriage…

whatishappeningwhyisthishappening?



Him:IcanconfirmInevermarriedanyone,wecould

gotothecourthouseifneedsbebutthereisnosuch

things.AsforclaimsaboutmissBellaIwon’t

commentatall.Ithankyou

Icouldn’tstopmysobbing,Ijustallowedmyselfto

cryandthenurseheldmeclosetoher

Me:pleaseturnitoff

Her:Iamsorry,Idon’tknowanythingbutjustbe

strong

Icontinuedsobbinginherarms,hedeniedourbaby.

IhavelostourbabyandthisisthethanksIget?This

isthelovethathehasforme?

Me:canIpleasebedischarged

Her:noyoucannotdothat,youhaven’trecovered

properly

Ishookmyhead

Me:Idon’twanthimtofeelresponsibleforme,so

pleasedischargemerightnow!

Icouldn’tspendanothersecondinthere,Icouldn’t

spendanothersecondwithhimtakingcareofme.I



don’twanthimtoeverfindme

Her:Iwilltalktothedoctor

Asshewalkedoutmyphonebeeped,Ilookedatit

andthereinblackandwhite1.5mtransferredinto

myaccount.Asifhecouldn’thurtmeanyfurther.I

gotupthroughthepainremovingthedripsand

packedmythingsinthebaghebroughtforme,the

limpingwasbad,Ifeltasifsomeonewashurtingthe

insideofmyvagina.Thedooropenedandthedoctor

cametome

Him:pleaseIwillmoveyoutoanotherroomifyou

needmetobutIcannotdischargeyouatall

Ishookmyhead

Him:youhavethreebrokenribs,abrokenneckand

wejustreconstructedyourpelvissopleaseyouneed

tostayhere

Me:howlongdoIhavetostayhere?

Him:twoweekstops,youarehurtingyourselfasyou

aremovingaroundthismuch,youneedtorest

Hehelpedmeonthebedandhelpedputthedrips



backon,itwassopainful.Iscreamedwithevery

needlegoingin

Him:Iamtransferringyourightnow

Ismiledthroughthetearsandnodded.Ineedtobe

awayfromhim…Twoweekswentbysofast,Ididn’t

evenseehimnotthatIwantedtobutIneeded

answers,Iwantedtoknowwhyhewouldhateme

thisway

Doctor:youarereadytogo?

Inoddedandhehelpedmeoutbyrollingmeoutof

thehospital

Me:doyoualwaysdothisforyourpatients?

Helaughed

Him:justthesweetones

Igotoffandgotinacab,wewavedeachother

goodbye.Thecabstoppedatmyhome,Ibreathedin

andoutsteppingoutandallthememoriescame

back.EverythingIusedtodowithmymom,howshe

wouldchasemearoundandweplayedintheyardall

day,howshewouldrushtomewheneverIhurt



myselfandkissitallbetterlikeitwasmagical…her

specialcoffee,howImissthatcoffee,howImiss

ourchats,orhowshewouldcheermeonwithmy

marksandeverything

Driver:ma’amyourluggage

Me:thankyou

Itookmybagandwalkedallthewaytothedoor,all

thesememoriesandIwon’teverspendthemwith

mydaughter…Iwon’tgettofeelher,holdher,see

hersmile,orevenhearhercry…Iwillneverseeher

runandbestpartherfatherdeniedme,hehurtme

themomentwelostourdaughter.Iwalkedinand

everythingwasthewayitwas,myfurniturebackthe

wayitwas,allthepictures.Icouldn’tholdinagainI

rushedtomybedroomandcried,hehasofficially

kickedmeoutofmylife.NoAmeliasittinghere

feelingsorryforyourselfwon’thelpgetupandgo

confronthimforthepublichumiliationhecaused

you…youneedanswers.Icalledthecabandwalked

outtothefronttowaitforit.AssoonasitgotthereI

gotinanddrovestraighttohisofficesassoonasI

gotthere,thenewreceptionisttriedtostopmebutI



runpastherandshecalledsecurityonme.Iopened

hisdoorandtherehewassittinginhischairhe

lookedupbeforethesecurityguytackledmetothe

ground

Him:whatthehellisgoingonhere?

Security:sorrysirwewillgetheroutofhere

Him:JUSTGETOUT!

Thesecurityguygotoffme,Itriedtogetupbut

therewaspainonmyabdomenandhehelpedmeup

quicklyhehadalookofconcern.Hepickedmeup

andgentlylaidmeonthecouch,wemaintainedeye

contactandhebrushedapieceofstrandbehindmy

ear.IwasabouttositupandthedooropenedBella

walkedinandshehaddyedherhairmaroonshe

walkedtoMichaelandheldhisshoulder

Her:whatareyoudoinghere?

IturnedtoMichaelshockedandhelookedaway,he

lookedlikehewaspained

Me:reallyMichael?

Hestoodupandbrushedherhandoff,Istoodup



andlookedatthemboth,shehadasmileIwantedto

smackoffherface.Ishookmyheadandleft.The

cabdroppedmeoffatmyhouse,IcantbelieveI

gavehimeverythingandthisishowhethanksme.

thisishowhelovesmeback.Thishurts,noAmelia

nomorecryingyouhavebeendoingthatforagood

twomonths.MymothertoldmeIneedtobestrong

andIwillbe.Ilookedatthehousechangeneedsto

happeninmylife.Ratherthanfocusonamanwho

forgotyoutwoweeksagoafterthedeathofour

babymightaswellchangemestartingwith

everythinghere.Everythingbrokenneedstobe

repairedatsomepointrightwhynotbreakthemand

fixthemwiththis1.5m.

Ikickedandbrokethewholefurniturechangeis

coming.Iopenedmylaptopandtherewasapicture

ofmeandMichael,laughingtomyselfImovedthem

toanewfolder.Ishoppedfornewfurnitureonline

andcalledpeoplewhocanhelpmewithmy

garbage….

ForthewholethreemonthsIfocusedonchanging

everything,thingsneededtoberearranged.Igota



newjobatthehospitalnearby.Itwasoneofthe

positivechangestohappentome.Carlyvisitedme

allthetime.TodayhoweverIdecidedtojoinagym

atthelocalpark,IhavetriedtoremoveMichaelfrom

mylifebutIcouldn’tnomatterhowmuchItriedI

sleepthinkingofhim,Iwokerememberinghis

breakfasthisweirdsmiles,Ihavegrown

accustomedhisweirdsenseofhumour.Iknowhis

badsideandmostlyitisjustafacefromtheworld.I

stillcan’tbelievehecoulddothistome,heowedit

atleasttoourbabytotrytobeafamilybutno,he

didnotevengiveusachance,maybeheblamesme

forlosingourchild.MaybeIshouldhave…nothis

gymwilldoyougoodAmelia.AfterthesessionIsat

downandlookedatayoungwomanstrugglingwith

ababy.Igotupandwalkedtothemotherasshe

walkedupanddownwithherchild

Me:hisorryIcouldn’thelpnoticethatyouare

strugglingwiththislittleone

Shelookedatmeexhausted

Me:canIhelpyou



ShehandedmethebabyreluctantlyandIlookedat

her,sheissotinyandbeautiful.Shehadoceanblue

eyeswithdarkhair,IswearonlytheBoltfamilyhas

thistypeofhair.Ibrushedhertinyhairandshekept

quietsuckingherhandshehadvisibledimplesjust

likeMichael,whyismybabyremindingmeof

Michael.WhyamIcallingastranger’sbabymy

baby…shereallyhadmymother’snoseitwasso

cutenotaspointyasMichael’sthankGodbutit

wouldhavesuitedherperfectly.Thisisnotyour

babyAmelia.Ibroughtherclosertomychestand

shestoppedcrying,thisishowIshouldhavebeen

holdingLilyshewouldhaveknownmeandknown

myheartbeatshewouldhavelovedmelikeIloved

her.Stopdoingthistoyourself,Ihandedthebaby

back

Me:yourdaughterisbeautiful

Her:howdidyoudothat?

IshruggedmyshouldershowdidIcalmmybaby,

herbabyIdon’tknow,motherinstinctskickedinthe

momentIheldherinmyhandsandsheimmediately

becameonewithme



Me:maybeit’sbecauseIlostmyownbaby

[3/5,11:33]Lynne:*CHAPTER28*

*MICHAEL*

Threemonths,threemonthsagoIsawmylifetorn

apart.Mywifewasonthefloor,ittookalotfromme

topickherup.Ittookalotfrommetoseemytiny

babyborn,shelookedsopinkshewasstrongmy

beautifulbaby,ittookalotformetoseeherbeing

placedinanincubatorasshestruggledtobreath,it

hurtthatshedidn’thaveAmeliatoseeher,tohold,

toloveherandseewhatshelookedlike.Seeingher

suckleherhandtosoothherself,mybabydaddyis

soproudofyou.Nowordshurtmorethanthedoctor

tellyouthatyourdaughterhasbeentaken,Iworry

aboutherhealthshewassotiny,shewasstruggling

tobreatheforheavensake.Thethingthatbrokeme

evenfurtheristhetextmessagethatclearlystated

thatIwillgetmybabyoncertainconditions,

complyingtothisconditionshasbeenthehardest…

denyingmymarriageandmyhappinessruinedme.

SeeingherbeingtackledonthegroundIhadtofire

thatdamnsecuritynobodyhurtsmywifebutme.I



havetogobacktoher,IlovemywifebutIcan’tlose

myLilytooIjustcantriskherbeinghurt

Me:todayyouaregoingtotellmeexactlywheremy

daughteris

Iknowsheknowswheresheis,Ihavetried

everythingtofindherbutnothing

AuntLola:IknowyouthinklittleofmebutIhaveno

ideawhereyourdaughteris

Iwalkedtoherandshemovedback

Me:youandBellahavingbetogethertodestroymy

marriageandIknowyouknowwheresheis

Her:Michaeljuststopandlistentoyourself,Imeant

itwhenIsaidIwouldneverharmyourchild.Iam

yourauntMichaelyouknowthat.Iwouldneverhurt

afutureBoltwhocouldbringmorewealthinthis

familysopleasegivemesomecredit.Ionlytook

Bellainbecauseshehasafuturegenerationofthe

Boltwithher.Youstartedthiswarwhenyoudidn’t

givehersharesinthecompany.Mybiggestregretis

allowinghertobeclosetomyfamily.Ialmostkilled

youwhenIfoundoutthatshetookmyson



Ilookedatherjusttryingtoprocesswhatshejust

toldme

Me:yoursonisagrownmanwhoknowstheright

andwrong,mydaughterwastakenfroman

incubatortryingtosurvivebyallcostthesetwo

casesarenotthesame

Her:wellheisstuckbetweenherthighslikeagrown

assmanheis

Ishookmyheadandshemovedclosertome

Her:Michael,youknowIhateyourfatherforwhathe

did.Iwasalwaysapartofyourlifeyouandyour

siblings.Itriedtobeamothertoyou

Ilookedatherdefeated

Me:IwantednothingtodowiththecompanyafterI

foundoutaboutmydaughter.Iwasreadytogiveup

everythingforher.Iwasgoingtogiveall3ofyou

equalsharesforthecompanybecauseIknowfora

factJoliewantsnothingtodowithourfather’s

legacy.Iwantedtorightthewrongshedidbackthen.

Iwantedtostartfreshbutherewearebecauseof

yourselfishness.Youmademeangrywhenyoutook



moneytobankruptus,whenyoudecidedtoruinus

andmostlywhenyouworkedwiththewomanwho

destroyedmyfamily,myhappinessandmyjoy

Shewalkedcloserto,Iamtellingthetruthafterthe

firstsonarImadeupmymindtoleaveeverything

andjustbewithmydaughter

Me:auntLolaIcouldkillyourightnowandendallof

thisbutIwouldneverdothatbecauseyouaremy

familyandfamilycomesfirst

Her:Iamsorry,Icouldn’tseepastmyhurt

Sheraisedarageinsideme

Me:yourhurt?Youtookoutyearsofrevengeonus

becauseofawillhedidwhilehewasstillalive.You

lethimdieandwentafterusforsomethingwehave

nocontrolof.Youdecidedtobecomeavillaininour

livesandnowithasseepedintoyoursonaffecting

him

Shelookeddownandtearsstartedforming

Me:youchoosetogivehimthecompanybecause

youblindlytrustedhimandnowmydaughteris



payingforit.OnceIgether,Iwantnothingtodowith

thisfamily.IamforcedtodenymymarriageIam

forcedtosaveadyingcompanybecauseyou

allowedgreedintoourlives

Her:Ididn’tknowMichael,Ididn’tknowshewould

turnoutthisway…ifIcanIwillgetyourdaughter

backandfixallthewrongsIhavedid.Iwilldying

tryingtofixourfamilyMichaelweareasstrongas

ournameandpleaseletshelpeachother

Iclosedmyeyesandsliddownthewalljustthinking

ofmytinybaby,shewassotiny.Shewasstill

strugglingtobreathe…mytinybabyissomewhere

outthere.Mywifeislostsomewherethere.Atleast

shehatesmeshewon’tseemeweakandbroken

everagain.Ifeltherhandsonme.Ilookedather

andsherestedherheadonmyshoulder

Her:wewillfindherIpromise

MyphonerangandIstooduptopickitup

Me:Dan…

Him:Ifoundaleadverysoonwemighthaveyour

baby



IlookedupIneedherIturnedtoauntLolaandshe

walkedtomeandhuggedmetightly

Bella:thisissocosy

Webothturnedtoherasshewalkedclosetous

Bella:Ilovethatyoufoundeachotherandloving

eachotherthisisahappyeverafter,sayMichael

whyishermotherstillunderyoursupport

Me:becauseJohnishisownman,andIwillnottell

himanythingabouthisinstitution

Her:whereismyson?

Bella:heisathomewaitingformetocomeand

showhimsoloving,Ishowedhimwhatitfeelslike

beingamanandhowarealwomanfeelslike,

rememberMichaelyourwifedidtellmetogothereI

tookadvicefromher,sheisawisewoman.Thisisa

lessonforthebothofyounevertocutmeoutever

again.Oncethecompanyisbacktoit’sglorydaysI

willbeowning49%andyouMichaelwillcontinueto

workundermeuntilIdecidethatyourdaughteris

safetocomeoutandplay



Shesmiled,Iwalkedclosertoherandgrabbedher

byherneck

Bella:ifyoudarekillmeIwillmakesureyouburythe

remainsofourdaughter.ItoldmypeopleshouldI

dieanunnaturaldeathwekillher.Becarefulnow

Shecontinuedtosmileandshefixedherself.

WalkingoutIthrowaglassvaseaftersheleft

*AMELIA*

IwokeupwithastiffbodyandIdidmymorning

rituals.IreceivedatextandIreaditsmiling

“Haveagooddaybeautiful”

Someonehasbeensendingmespecialmessages

forawhilenowandtheyaresosweet,heismy

secretadmirer.Itriedtocallthenumbersbutmy

callsdon’tgothrough.Igotdressedandmade

breakfasttherewasaknockonadoor,Iopenedand

smiledathim

Me:heyGeorge

HemovedinforahugandwestayedthatwayuntilI

pushedhimoff,eventhoughIbrokehishearthe



decidedtobeclosetomeatalltimes.Inever

thoughtIwouldfindsupportfromhimandCarlyat

all

Him:Icametocheckonyou

Iwalkedawayfromhim

Me:wellyoucameatthewrongtime,Iamgoingto

seemymother

Him:wellIhavebroughttheseforyou

Hegavemeaninjection,weirdlyhehasbeengiving

thesetomehesaidit’sformydepressionbutIdon’t

evenfeelthemwork

Me:youhavebeengivingmetheseforamonth,I

don’twantit.WhatifIreallygetaddicted?

Him:wewentthroughthisarewegoingtogo

throughitagain?Theydonothaveasideeffect

unless,onlyincreaseyouroestrogenlevels

Me:George

HewalkedinandwenttothebathroomwhileIfixed

adishfromhimtoo.WehadbreakfastandafterI

preparedtocallacabtogotomymother’s



Him:letmedropyouoff

Ithoughtaboutitandnodded.Webothgotinand

droveinsilence.Igotoffthefacilityandwalkedinto

seemymother.Iwalkedinherroomandshereally

didn’thavehairanymoreIwalkedinandhuggedher

Me:mom!

Shebrushedmyback

Her:Liasweetheart

Webrokethehugaftersometimeandshekissedme

onthelips

Her:howismydaughterdoing?

Iwipedmytearsandsatdown

Me:Ilostmychildmom,Igavebirthtoababygirl

butshediedandmyBossdeniedme

Her:husbandisitnot?

Ilookeddown

Her:sweetheart,didyouseeyourbaby

Ishookmyhead



Me:Ifeelhermom,Iconnectedwithastranger’s

babyandshefeltlikeshewasmine.Shehadyour

noseshewassobeautiful.ShelookedlikeMichael

aswell.Iwillneverseehowmybabywilllooklike

Shepulledmeinforahug

Me:ithurtsmom,losingeverythinghurts.

SometimesIthinkit’skarmaforwantingtogiveher

awayandnotwantingheratall.Maysheindeedwas

nevermine

Her:hushnow…youwillbefinebaby,youwillbefine

Shekissedmyforehead.ThoughtsofhowMichael

usedtodothatcameandIpulledaway

Me:Iamsorry

Ididn’twanttomakeherquestionmeplusthisisall

abouther

Me:howareyouholdingupmom?

Shesmiled

Her:thereisapossibilitysoonmycancermightgo

throughremissionandIwillcomehometobabymy

daughterevenfurther



Ismiledfinallysomegoodnewswesharedahug

andtalkedsomemore…Ididn’twanttoleaveherbut

IknewImadeGeorgewaitdown

Me:momIhavetogo

Shenodded

Me:Georgeiswaitingforme

Her:George

Inoddedandknewwhatshewasthinking

Me:wearenotdatingwhileIamstillmarried,mom

althoughhedoesnothonourourvowsIdo.Ilove

himIfeelstupid

Her:feelingsarenotsomethingyoucanshutonand

off…soyoudon’tthinkaboutdating

Ishookmyhead

Me:Iamoffmen,Iambuildingmyselfnow

Shesmiledandwesaidgoodbye.Istillcan’tbelieve

thedoctorwentagainstMichael’swishesand

decidedtokeepmymother,hetoldmehewill

handleeverythinguntilMichaelcomestohissenses.



IwalkedallthewaytoGeorge’scarwhenatext

camethrough

“Hopeyourmotherisfine,youlookgorgeousin

thosejeans,youhavealwayslookedpretty.IwishI

couldtouchyouandloveyouthewayyoushould…I

amsorryIhateseeingthatfrownonyourfaceit

doesn’tsuityourfaceatall”

Ilookedaroundandnothing,Ismiledandgotinthe

car

Him:whatmadeyousmile?

Ican’ttellhimaboutthetexts,Ifoundoutheisnot

theonewhosentthem

Me:nothingjustseeingmymothermakesmehappy

Henodded

Him:let’shavelunch?

Me:thatwillbegreatthanks

Heturnedtome

Him:IknowIdon’ttellyoumuchbutyoulookgood

today



Me:thankyouGeorge

Iturnedandfacedoutbreathingoutloud,wedrove

toanicerestaurantandorderedfood.Wetalkeda

littleandhemadejokesjusttogetmetolaugh,this

istheGeorgeIloved.MyphonebeepedagainandI

lookedatit

“Ireallywishitwasmemakingyousmilelikethat…

don’tyoufeelmeclosetoyou,Icanimagine

touchingyourskinplantingsoftkissesonyourskin

butIknowwhythatcan’tbe”

Iclosedmyphoneandlookedaroundtherewas

nobodylookingatme.

Him:areyouokay

Iturnedtohimandnodded

Me:sorrythanksforlunchcanwegohome

Henoddedafterlunchhedrovemestraighthome,

somehowthosetextsremindmeofMichael,heis

capableofstalkingamileaway

Me:thankyouGeorge

Igotoutandhefollowedme,hepulledmecloserto



himandtriedtokissme,Ipulledbackshakingmy

head

Carly:thereyouare

IturnedtoherandmovedfromGeorge

Her:ohandyouarehere

Him:canIusethebathroom

Inoddedandhewalkedaway

Her:whatishestilldoinghere?

Me:benice,ItoldyouIamoffmenandIamkeeping

itthatway

Shesmiled

Her:soweareontonight?

Me:whatishappeningtonight?

Her:wearegoingtoaclubnowjustwearyourheels

Wewalkedinandshemadechoosetheheelsforme

Her:theseareperfect

Webothwalkedout



Me:Georgeareyoustillhere?

Him:inthekitchen

Wewalkedthere

Her:LiaandIaregoingtoclubLiLia

Me:whatkindofaclubisthat?

Sheshrughershoulders

Her:it’sthehottestclubaround

IlaughedLiLiasoundsweird.Weallwentthereafter

Georgeforcedtogoandwhenwegottothedoorthe

bouncerallowedusin.weorderedshotsanddrank

wehaddrinkaftershotsafterdrinks.Ifeltuneasy

likeMichaelwasherestaringatme.Iturnedaround

andtherewasnobodythere.Istoodupandwalked

tothedancefloorGeorgewalkedwithmewe

dancedandwalkedbackforourdrinks

Me:Ineedthebathroom

Ileftthegroundandatextcamethrough

“itisnotsafetoleaveyourdrinksunattended”

IdidmybusinessandwalkedbackIlookedaroundI



reallyfeellikeMichaelisstaringatme

George:takethis

Me:thanks

HegavemethedrinkandCarlylookedwayoutofit,

afterdrinkingitIfeltdizzy.Thewholeclubwas

spinning.ImovedtothedancefloorandIturnedto

seehim.Hepickedmeupandwalkedoutwithme.I

triedtotalkbuteverythingwasnotmakingsense.I

passedoutinMichael’shands….

[3/5,11:34]Lynne:*CHAPTER29*

Iopenedmyeyesinthemorningmyheadwas

spinning.IjustlookeduptryingtoworkoutifIwas

dreamingoreverythingwasalright.Iliftedmyhead

upandholdingitinmyhand.DidMichaelreallybring

mehome?Ifeltsomeonemovenexttomeonmy

bed.Iquicklyturnedmyheadandlookedatthe

person.Myheartwasbeatingfast,Ilookedatthe

personanditwasCarly.Ibreathedoutloudly.She

wokeupstartledandliftedherbodyupshelooked

aroundandwhenshesawmewesharedahug.

Me:whathappenedlastnight?



Sheshruggedhershoulder,gotupandwalkedtothe

bathroom.Ilookedovermyphoneandfoundatext

“Icouldn’tleavealoneinthatclublastnightIhadto

takeyouhome,Ihadtomakesureyouaresafe.You

aresostubbornladyK”

Ladyk?Kitten?CouldthisreallybeMichael?What?

George!Whatdidheputinourdrinks?Whywouldhe

wanttodrugme?

Her:areyouokay?

Iturnedtoherdirection,whatifshesawhimtoo?

Me:IthinkMichaelbroughtushomelastnight

Her:seriouslybabe,whywouldhe?

Shesatdownandlookedatme,shewasrightwhy

wouldhe?ButIknowwhatIfeltlastnight.Iknow

ourlovestorywillnotendlikethis…ifhewon’tfight

forusthanfineIwillfightforus…Iwillfixus

somehow.Iamhiswifeandhemyhusband

Me:Iamserious,Ifelthimintheclub

Shesmiled



Her:youareweirdandtorturingyourself.Comeon

breakfast

ShewalkedoutwhileIwalkedtothebathroom.I

needtoknowifitreallyhim…hecannotjustleave

mewiththesequestions.Icalledhiscellacoupleof

timesandgaveupdoingmypersonalhygiene

maybeIwasimaginingthingsmaybe.Iwalkeddown

andjoinedCarlyforbreakfastitreallytastedgood,

toomuchfatwhichmeansImightneedagymsoon

verysoon

Me:canwehitthegymafterthis?

Sheshookherheadconcentratingonherfood

Her:Johnwantsmechubby

Ibitonmytoast

Me:atleastoneofusstillhasalovelife

Shelookedupeatingasausage

Her:knowwhatwewillgotothegymafterall,you

goattheparkright

Ismilebecausethatworkedlikeacharm



Me:yeslet’sgo

Iborrowedhermygymclothesandweheadedout.I

hadfunonthegymwhilemyfriendwasstruggling…

after1hourofendlesstortureforherwesatdown

onthebenchandshestruggledtobreathe

Me:thatwasrefreshing

Her:speakforyourself

Shewasreallyoutofbreathe,Igavehermybottleof

wateraftershefinishedhers

Me:youaregoingtobefine

Her:afterIdie

Theladywiththechildwasintheparkagainand

againthechildwascrying.Iwalkedovertoheragain,

maybeshewasnottreatingthechildright

Me:hello

Shelookedatmeandcried

Her:pleasehelpmeagain?

Inoddedandpickedthebaby,shelookedlikeshe

wasabouttocrack,shecollapsedonthebenchand



continuedcrying

Carly:whoisthis?Howoldisthebaby?

Her:threemonths

Iwalkedupanddownwiththebaby,sheseemedso

calmandrestedandshesuckledonherhand

Her:Ican’tdothisanymore

Iturnedandlookedatherasshelookeddown

Her:thebabyisrejectingme,IhavetriedeverythingI

can’tdoitanymore.Ijustcant

Isatnexttoher

Me:heysheisababyshejustneedsyoutocalm

downandaddressherneeds

Shestoodup

Her:whatdoyouknow?!Youhavenochild!Youdid

sayyoulostyours!

Iclosedmyeyesandstoodupaswell,thepainof

losingmychildhitmeagain

Carly:don’tyoudaretalktoherlikethat,shejust



helpedyouwithyourdaughterandthebestyoucan

doissaythankyoubuteventhatistoomuchfor

you…thiswhyyourbabyisrejectingyou,because

youaremeanand…

Theladycontinuedtocry,Iunderstandher

frustrationssomehow.IwouldalsocryifLilydid

rejectmehadshelived

Me:Carlyplease!

Iturnedtoher

Me:hereisyourbaby,IamsorryIwon’teverbother

youeveragain

Igaveherthebabyandshestartedbecoming

uneasyagain,Iturnedtoleaveasthebabybeganto

cry.Ifeltmyshoulderbeingtapped,Iturnedto

aroundandshewasrunningawayassheleftthe

babyonherpinkpram,Ilookedforherformulaand

itwasalmostfinished.Whocouldrunawayfrom

suchagorgeousbaby?

Me:stop!

Carly:hey!



ShetriedrunningafterherasIpickedupthebaby.

thebabystartedcryingandscreamingfordearlife.I

broughtherclosertomeandshefeltsorightinmy

arms.Ikissedthetopofherhead

Carly:weshouldsendthisbabytothepolice

Iturnedtoherandlookedatthisbeautifulangel

restinginmyhands

Me:Iwilldothattomorrow

Ibrushedhertinycheekandshelookedsopeaceful.

Shestaredatmesheissoperfect.Ikissedhertiny

hand

Her:pleaseLiadon’tgrowtoattachedtothebaby

Iturnedtohernodding,myphonerangIpickeditup

Me:hello

Dr:weneedyouhere,itisyourmother

Me:isshealright?

Him:wejustneedyouherepleasehurryup

IlookedatCarlyandhungup



Me:theyneedmeattheinstitution

Hereyesraisedandshestaredatmeworried

Her:isshealright?

Irushedtothecarandshefollowedme

Her:arewenotgoingtotakeashower?

Me:Icandropyouoffwiththebaby,Idon’tneeda

showerIneedmymother

Her:wewillgotogether

Wedrovetherefastandrushedtomymother’sward.

Iwasholdingontomybabyandwewalkedinshe

lookedveryweakdifferentfromyesterday.The

doctorcameinandcalledmetotheside

Him:youcannotgoinwithababy

Ilookedatherassherestedpeacefullyinmyarms

Me:pleasecanwejustallowherinjustthisonce

Helookedup

Him:onlythisonce,inregardstoyourmotherthere

hasbeenacomplication.Herbodyisrejectingthe



medication

Ilookedathim

Me:whatdoesthismean?

Him:thereisapossibilityshemightnotmakeit

tonight

Ifeltlikehejustshutteredmyworldwiththose

words,it’sliketheyaretellingmemybabyisno

moreonceagain.Ifeltlikemyheartwasbeing

shutteredoncemore.Thebabywokeupandstarted

cryingIcuddledhersoshecouldcalmdownandnot

feelmydistress.

Me:Idon’tunderstandshewasokayjustyesterday

Heplacedhishandonmyshoulder

Him:Iamsorry

Istruggledtoholditintogether,tryingtoprocess

everythinghewassaying.Mymothercouldleaveme

atanymoment.Thepainistoodeep,itreallyhurts.I

turnedfromhimandwalkedback

Me:Iamsorrybaby,Iamstressingyoualottoday



Ilookedatherandshereallyremindedmeofmy

motherandMichael.Ikissedhercheek

Me:youmustbehungry..Iwillhavetobuyyou

formula

Shesuckledherhand,shereallylikesdoingthis.I

stoppedbesidesmymother’sbedsideandshe

lookedatme,Ihavetoactnormalforher.Ihaveto

bekindtobothherandmydaughter

Her:baby

Shesoundedweak

Carly:letmetakethebabysoyoucouldtalktoyour

motherinpeace

Ilookedatthebabyandshookmyhead,mymother

struggledtositupbutshemanagedtowiththehelp

ofCarly

Her:canIseeher?

Ishoweredherthebaby,sheextendedherarms

holdinghertighttoher,shetouchedhernoseand

earstearsformedinhereyes

Her:shelookslikeyou



Imovedandlookedatthebaby,Ialmostlaughed

Me:reallymom,sheisnotmine.Someonedumped

herwithmeandranaway

Carly:shechoosetocomfortastranger’schildand

themotherranaway

IlookedatCarlyreadytokillher

Her:babieshaveastrangewayofpickingtheir

parentsandknowingwhotheirparentsreallyare

Shebrushedhertinycheeksandgavethebabyto

Carly,IwatchedastheywalkedoutandIturnedto

mymother

Me:momhowareyoureally?

Shelookeddownandheldmyhand

Her:Iamtiredbaby,Iamtiredofbeingan

experiment,IamtiredofallthedrugsIhavetotake…

Idon’tknowhowlongIcanholdon…

ForthefirsttimeIsawtearsonmymother’seyes

Her:babyIcan’thandleallofthepainanymore,I.

Am.Tired…



ShepausedforalongtimeandIstoodupjustto

givemymotherahug,shehasalwaysbeenmy

supporterandcheerleaderandtheleastIcoulddo

wastosupportherandbewithher.Iheardthebaby

cryinginconsolablyandIlookedatmymother

Her:sheneedsyou,andonedayyouwillknowwhy

Afterstayingawhilewithherandtalking,Iwalked

outofthewardwithaheavyheart.Isawmy,the

babywithCarlyshecouldn’tcalmherdownaswell.I

pickedherupandsheclosedhertinyeyesafter

rockingherafewtimestokeepherquiet.Wedrove

tothemarketandgotFormulaformy,thebabyand

drovestraighthomeinsilence.Wearrivedhome

afterawhileandIsatonthecouchprocessing

everything.Howdoesoneloseeverythinginonego?

Howdoesonegetobjectedtosomuchpainand

misery?Whenthebabywokeupshewastheonly

thingkeepingmebusy,mybabywaspeacefulinher

newhome.MaybesheismyLilysenttoreplacemy

longgoneLily…whyisitsoeasytolovethisLily?Lily,

Amelia’sLily.Waitaminute

Me:Carlywhatisthenameoftheclubwewentto?



Shehandedmethebottledmilk

Her:Lilia

Me:soundsweird,almostlikeLiforLilyandLiafor

Amelia

Cometothinkofit

Me:thatsonofaabitch,thatishisfinalproject,no

wonderIfeltsoclosetohim

Itookthecarkeys

Me:pleasetakecareofher,Iwillbebacknownow

Imeanit,Iamgoingtofightforthisbrokenmarriage

[3/5,11:34]Lynne:*CHAPTER30*

*MICHAEL*

ForthepastfewweeksIhaven’treceivedanysleep

atall,allIcouldthinkaboutwasgettingmydaughter

andwifeback.Ijustwishweknewwhereshehas

takenourbaby.Shedoesn’tdeserveallthisevilthe

worldhasgivenher,sheispureandinnocenttobe

treatedlikethis.Ihavebeenstrugglingtokeepfocus

onthisjobbecauseIamdonewithit…Iwant



nothingtodowiththisjob

Her:sorrysirIknockedacoupleoftimesandI

thoughtIshouldjustletmyselfinbecause….

Ilookedatherandrememberedmywifebeing

tackledonthefloor,sheistheonewhocalled

securityonher

Me:getout!

Her:sirthereisaboardmeetingandtheinvestors….

Istoodupandwalkedtoher

Me:doesitlooklikeIgiveadamnaboutthe

investors?Getout!

Sheblinkedacoupleoftimes

Me:G.E.TO.U.T!

Franco:whatisgoingonhere?Gloriagotoyour

desk

Shenoddedshakingwhilehebrushedhershoulder

reassuringly…ifanythingFrancoisgoingtodiefrom

thesewomen,whatcanIsayweareboththesame

Him:yougottokeepittogetherman,wearecloseto



findourchildsoplease.Youneedtofixyourself

Isatdownandlookedatmyphone.Whatistheuse

ofsendinghertextsifshedoesn’tknowwhoitis?

Sheprobablythinksit’sGeorgeandsheforgotabout

me,Iamjustastalkerwhodoesn’tknowhowtolove

her.IlookedatFranco

Me:IsawAmelia

Him:reallywhere?

Me:attheclub,ourclubshewassupposedtogo

therewithmeasIunveiledtheridiculousclubname

becauseIlovethembothandtheymeaneverything

tome,theyaremyfamily.Butshewastherewith

George.Iwatchedherhavefunwithhimand

watchedhergotothebathroomwhilehepoured

somethinginherdrink.Iwarnedherandshedidn’t

listenIfollowedherandtookherhomewithCarly

Ilookeddown

Me:IkeepfailingherandsheprobablylovesGeorge,

maybeIshouldleavehertobewithGeorgemaybe

heistheoneforher



Icollapsedonthechairrubbingmyhairfuriously

withmyhand,justthethoughtofhersleepingwith

him,henearlysleptwithherwhileshewasoutofit.

ThankstotheglasswallonofficeinmyclubIcould

seeherIcouldseeeverythingandgettoherfast…I

amjustcuriousabouttheinjectioninherhouse

Him:ifshedidmoveon,shewouldn’tdoitwith

George.Youknowyourwifesheadmittedtoherself

andchoseyouwhywouldshegobacktotheman

shehashurtmorethanonce?Themanwhotriedto

harmherunbornchild

Me:becausetheonewhowassupposedtoprotect

ourdaughterletthemdown

AcallcamethroughandIpickeditup

Me:Dan

Him:sirIhavenewinformation

Me:yousaidthatthelasttime

Him:thistimeitsdifferent,wellBellatookthechild

Ilookedupdigestingthisirrelevantstatement

Me:weallknowthat



Him:listensir,soshetookthechildtoastateofan

artorphanageandtheygaveyourdaughterthebest

treatmentgiventhatshewastiny,thebabynearly

diedonthewaythere,itwasbythegraceofGodyou

daughterisstillalive

Ismiledfinallysomegoodnews,finallyIwillgetmy

daughterback

Me:whereisit?WhencanIgettheretocollectmy

child?

Hebreathedloudlythroughthephone

Him:thereisaslightproblem,actuallyabigproblem

Me:whatnow?

Him:yourdaughterwasadoptedbySylvia,Bella’s

cousin.Belladirectedhertherebecausesheandher

husbandwherestrugglingtoconceiveachildoftheir

own,however,herhusbandbecameunfaithfuland

hasachildelsewherewithayoungerwomanand

hasleftherwiththechild.Shebecameemotionally

unstableandaskedBellatocomeandgetherbaby.

Bellatoldherthebabyisherproblemandshemust

takecareofitsinceitisastolenbabyandcould



deemtroubleforthem

Iwasn’tinterestedinanyofthisinformation

Me:whereismybaby?

Him:Iamgettingthere,soshewaswreckedwith

guiltforadoptingastolenchildshecouldn’thandle

thepainofraisingthechildalone,letalonetheone

whoisstolen

Ifeltmyheartbeatraisingandfearcreptin,withthis

whatifshemurderedmydaughter?Whatif…?

Him:shedidthemostlogicalthingever

Me:whichis?

Isilentlypraythatmydaughterisokay,mydaughter

hastobeokay

Him:shestalkedayoungwomanataparkand

realisedhowgoodsheiswiththechildsoshe

abandonedthebabytherewithanotherwoman

IbangedthetablescaringFrancointheprocess

Me:doyouknowwhothiswomanis?

Him:nosir,sheherselfdoesnotknowwhothe



womanis

Iclosedmyeyes

Me:mybabyisbeingraisedbyawomanwhom

nobodyknows

Him:Iamafraidso…wewillkeeplooking

IlookedatFranco

Me:mydaughterisbeingraisedbyastranger

Him:calmdown

Me:IamgoingtokillBella

Him:calmdownMichael

Me:mydaysofbeingcalmarecomingtoanend,I

ammiserablewhilemychildisbeingraisedby

strangerafterstranger.TodayIamgoingtogetmy

daughterandwifebackinmyhouse.Iamgoingto

searchforthemmyself,rightafterkillingBella

Him:whatistheuseofkillingher?Michaeldon’t

giveherpoweroveryourlife.Youwillfindyour

daughterjustnotthisway

Dan:siralsoregardingtheinjectionitwas…



ThecallwascutshortandIstoodupwhenatext

camethroughfromBella

‘IKNOWWHOHASYOURDAUGHTERANDITISNOT

MYCOUSIN,IFYOUWANTHERSAFEYOUKNOW

WHATTODO’

Ilookedatitandthrewthephoneacrossthewall,

Sylviamusthavetoldher.Theybothshoulddie

Him:comebeforeshegetstoyoufurther

Wewalkedtogethertotheboardroomandeveryone

lookedatus

Investor1:thecompanyissinkingfasterthanthe

titanic,youjustdon’tcareanymore

Ilookedathimandleanedtohisdirection

Me:Idon’tcareindeed

Welookedeyesandhebackeddownsitting

Me:wecangoonthewholedayarguingaboutthe

samething,companythiscompanythat,salesthis,

sharesthat,bottomlineisyouareallbackhere

becauseyouneedus.Wedon’tneedyou



Investor2:Icanpullout

Me:youdidandcamerunningrightbackthe

momentyouheadIwasback

France:Michael

Me:itisthetruth.Noneofyourteamshavebeen

producinganythingeffective.Allyoudoistakeup

moneyandcomplainwhenthecompanyissinking

Investor3:itisourmoney

Me:whichissupposedtohelpbuildthecompany

andnotcrippleit,youhavemilkedusforeverything

thatwehave,asamatteroffactwhydon’tyouleave?

Whydon’tyoualltakeyoumoniesandgetthehell

outofthis“sinkingship”

Theyallkeptquiet,Iwasabouttotalkwhenwe

heardaloudcommotionoutside

Woman:letmegothrough,Idon’tcareifthereisa

meetingIwanttoseehimnow!

Gloria:pleasema’amIdon’twanttobefired

Her:Idon’tcareifyoubecomefireornot,wewill

rehireyou.I.AM.HIS.WIFE.Forgoodnessake



IwalkedtothedoorhopingIamhearingright.

Ameliaishere.Mykittenisrightoutside.Iwasabout

toreachthedoorwhenitwasopenedbyforcewith

twowomencollapsingonthefloor.AsmuchasI

wantedtorushtoherandseeifsheisokayIhadto

holdmyselftogether,mydaughter

Me:whatthehellisgoingonhere?

Her:youclearlyhaveeyesyoucanseewhatisgoing

onher

Shestoodupandfixedherself,Iwantedtowalkto

her,toholdherandtokissher.TellherhowsorryI

amandfixourmarriage,tellherhowmuchImiss

herandloveher,Iwantedtoholdherandbeweakin

herarmsagain,andjustbemyselfagain

Her:youselfishbitch!

Ilookedbehindme,mywifeisacalmwomanwitha

lotofloveandwon’tswearatme.Mythoughtswere

disturbedwhenIheardahugecrackandasting

acrossmyfaceonmyrightsidecheek

Her:howcouldyouMichael?Howcouldyouhurtme

likethis?



Everyonewaslookingatus

Me:canwetalkinprivate?

Shescoffedandlookedateveryone

Her:youcannotbepubliclyhumiliatedbutyoucan

doittome?Youpubliclydeniedandshamedme

Michael.Itwashardshowingmyfacebecause

peoplethoughtIwasagolddigger.Ourmarriage

becameapublicjokeMichael?Whydidyoueven

marrymejusttoleavemealoneandbroken

Iclosedmyeyesandopenedthemasshesaidthis.I

havehurtherandhumiliatedherIhavedisturbedher

andraisedthisfireinher

Me:Iamsorry

Ilookeddownandcouldn’tevenfaceher,Ididn’t

haveanythingtosaytoher,Iamthecauseofher

miserymeandnobodyelsebutme

Her:whyMichael?Whydidyoudoit?

Sheheldmyhand,feelingherthisclose,feelingher

touchingmemadetofeelcompletejustthisonce

justthisonce,shepulledmyhandandwewalkedto



myoffice.Sheclosedthedoorandstoodholdingit,

shelookedweakanddefeated,shecouldn’teven

faceme

Her:amInotworthfightingforMichael?Don’tyou

lovemethewayIloveyou?Don’tyoumissmethe

wayImissyou?Doesn’tourmarriage,familymean

anythingatall?

Thetoneofhervoicewassodown,asifshewas

abouttocry,Ihavereallydonethistoher

Me:Ido

Sheturnedaroundfastandlookedatme

Her:don’tyoulietome!Youdidn’tevenhavethe

audacitytocallmeandtellmeabouttheclub,norto

askifIamokay,apartfromthelousymessages

whichyousendme

Ilookedathershocked,howdidsheknow?

Her:IamnotstupidMichael,LiliayouthoughtI

wouldn’tfigureitout,ohwhataboutladyK?You

wentallouttohurtmeandthenleftmeonmyown.

Youhurtmeandleftmetopickupthepieces,you



broughtmetoshameandforwhatMichael.Doyou

hatemebecauseIlostourbaby?

What?Whyisshedoingthistoherself?

Me:noIwouldneverhateyou….

Her:becauseIhatemyselfthatIlosther,Ihavelost

Michael.Ihavelostourdaughter.Shediedbecause

ofmeIshouldhaveseenherwhenshepushedme,I

shouldhaveturnedaroundthemomentIsawthe

dooropen…Ishouldhaveneverreturnedhome

Iwalkedtoherandtriedtoholdherbutshepushed

meaway

Her:Iamafailureleastyoucouldhavedonewastell

mestraightinmyfacethatyouonlytoleratedme

becauseIwaspregnantandthatIdisgustyouafter

thedeathofyourdaughter,shediedandIdisgust

myselfaswell

Icouldn’ttakeitanymore,Icouldn’ttakethisblame

shehasputonherselfanymore.Ipulledhercloseto

meandhuggedherwhileshesobbed

Me:stopbeatingyourselflikethis,ourbabyisnot



deadsheisstolen

Shepushedmeandlookedatmeshocked

Her:what?

Inoddedandbroughtherclosetomeagainshe

remainedstillinmyarmswhileIrestedmyfaceon

herheadIcouldfeelmyshoulderbecomingdamp.

Ohmysweetkittenyouarebackwithmenow

[3/5,11:34]Lynne:*CHAPTER31*

*MICHAEL*

Shejustrestedinmyarmsaswebothsanktothe

floor,shewantedtobreakfreefrommyhandsbut

myfearwillnotallowme.WhatifIreleaseherand

sheleavesagain?Whatifshehatesmesomuch

andneverwantsanythingtodowithme?Idon’t

thinkIcanbewithoutheranymore

Her:Michael

Iloweredmyeyesandlookedather.Shelickedher

drylipsandwipedhertearswithmyshirtsinceI

refusedtofreeherhands

Her:whereisourbaby?



Sheforcefullypushedmebackandstoodupwith

angeronherface

Her:whereismydaughter?!

Istoodupandlookedatheraswell

Me:sheisoutthere,shewasstolenfromher

incubator

Shewalkedclosertomeandpushedmeagainstthe

wallbeforeshethrewanotherhotstingingslap

acrossmyface.Whereisthisfirecomingfrom?

Her:youletmebelieveIlostherwhileyoukepther

fromme!

What?

Me:Idon’tknowwheresheis,Bellatookher!

ShekickedmeontheshinandIbroughtituptrying

toeasethepain,issheforreal,Ifeltsoangrybutnot

asangryasher

Me:whatiswrongwithyou?

Ifelttheangerinmeriseupasshecontinuedto

lookatmewithsomuchangersomuchhurt



Her:Ihavebeenyearningformydaughterwhileshe

isalive?

Shemovedherbackagainstthewallandsatdown

Her:mybabyisaliveandIdidn’tevenknow.Doyou

knowthepainIwentthrough?Doyouknowhow

muchIcried,Ichangedmywholeselfandlifeto

easethepainthatIfelt…doyouknowhowIfelt

believingIhavelostoneofthepeopleIlove?

Sheletoutonesobandclosedhereyesasifshe

waspullingherselftogether

Her:thepainofknowingIcouldlosemymotherat

anymoment,yougoingtokillmeofaheart-attack

Michael

Shewalkedtomyrefreshmenttableandpoured

herselfaglassofscotch

Me:Amelia

Sheturnedtomeandgulpeddownthewholeglass

withoutstopping,notbeforethreateningtothrowit

atmyfaceifItookonemorestepclosertoher

Her:tellmewhereisshe?Whotookher?



Iwalkedtoherandshewalkedback

Me:Bellatookher

Shescoffedandpouredanotherglass

Her:Bella,Bella,Bella!BellathisBellathat!That

womankeepstakingandweallowherallthetime.

Shegulpedthesecondglassaswelljuststaringat

myface

Her:talk!

Ihaveneverseenherlikethisbeforeandtobe

honestIdon’tlikethissideofherIamseeing.I

knowIcontributedtoherbreakingpoint

Me:wellshetookher,andgavehertohercousin

ShegulpedherthirdglassandIwalkedtoherwhile

shewasoffguardandtooktheglassfromher,she

triedtofightmeandIcontinuedtotalktoherwhile

wefoughtfortheglass

Me:andnowthecousinhasgivenourbabyawayto

astrangeratapark,shejustabandonedourbaby

withastrangerawomanwhomsheherselfdoesn’t

know



Shestoppedandlookedatmewithtearsinhereyes

Her:wheredidsheabandonourbaby?

Me:apark

Shestartedwalkingupanddowntryingtobreathe

Her:Michael

Me:Amelia

Shestoppedandlookedatme

Her:Michael!Lily!

Shecontinuedwalkingupanddown,itwasstarting

toannoyme

Me:stopdoingthat

Shestoppedandwalkedtome

Her:somethingweirdhappenedtomeandIdon’t

knowwhatthismeanbut,thereisthis…..

Itriedtolistentoherbutshewasspeakingveryfast

andnothingwasmakingsenseatallIjustheardbit

andpiecesofthingsthatdon’tmakesense

Me:Amelia



Sheheldherheadstillmovingupanddownand

finallystoppedwhenIheldherhandandmadeher

lookatme

Me:breathe

Shewasstrugglingtobreatheandherphonerang

*AMELIA*

Icameherewiththeintensionsoffixingmy

marriageandnothavingabreakdowninfrontofhim,

Iwasnotreadyforwhathetoldmeanditshocked

methinkingofthelittlebabyathome.Whatifsheis

reallyoursandIhadherthewholetimebutwhatare

thechancesofherbeingmydaughter?Whatifshe

isnottheonewearelookingfor?Thisiscrazy,justa

fewsecondsagomydaughterwasdeadandnow

sheisaliveandkickingbeingraisedbysomeone

whoisnothermother.WhatifsheknowsmeandI

don’tknowher?Theydidsayamotherknowsher

child,actuallymymothersaidsomethinglikethat.

Whatissheisright?Whatifshesawmydaughter

beforeIsawherandsheknewmydaughterwhileI

didn’tknowher?Shedidsayababychoosesher



parentsandthatachildknowsherparentsor

somethinglikethat?OhnoIamlosingit,Ineedto

drinkmore.Itriedexplainingthistohimbuthedidn’t

seemtopickitup.WhyamIburning?Itfeelssohot

inhere?WhyamIsweatinglikethis?Myphonerang

andIstruggledtakingitoutseeingCarly’sname

mademethinkofthebaby.Ipickeditup

Her:LIAPLEASEINEEDYOUHOMENOW!

Iremovedthephonefrommyearandlookedatit

Me:whatishappening?

Her:thebaby,thereissomethingwrongwiththe

baby

IturnedandlookedatMichael,hewalkedtomeand

heldmeclosetohimwhileIfeltmybodystarted

shaking,whatissomethingiswrongwiththebaby?

Whatifthebabyisdead?

Her:justcome,Ican’tgethertokeepquiet,sheis

turningpinkandhasbeencryingthewholeday.I

cannotdothis,shedoesn’teat,sleepsheisjust

cryingIamtakinghertothehospital,Georgecame

byandhetriedhelpingmewithherandnowIdon’t



knowwhattodo

Iremovedmyselffromhishandsandwalkedtothe

door

Me:whichhospital,Iamcomingrightnow

Her:theoneyouworkat

Icouldfeelthepanicinmyvoice,Iwasstrugglingto

keepcalm,thetemperatureisraisingagain,whyisit

sohot.Iamdoingtodietoday.Ijustgotherand

nowImightloseher,thisisunfair

Him:whereareyougoing?

Iturnedandlookedathim

Me:Ineedtogo,Ineedtogettothehospital.Come

withme

Itriedtorushoutandhestoppedme

Him:stopandyouarenotmakinganysense

Me:wearerunningoutoftime!Shecoulddiefor

heavensake

Him:whocoulddie?



Ipulledhimandwalkedtohiscar.Icouldn’tstop

shakingatall.Icouldn’tstopcryingmybaby,Imight

loseher.WestoppedoutsidethehospitalandItried

callingherbutshedidn’tpickup

Him:stopyouneedtotellmewhatisgoingon

Iturnedtohim

Him:breatheandtalk

Thewayheheldmeandlookedatmemademe

forgetaboutthepanicIjustexperienced.Helooked

confusedaswell

Me:IrememberwhenItoldyousomethingfunny

happenedtome

Henodded

Me:wellcomeandIwillshowyou

WewalkedtotheneonatalsideandIbumpedinto

CarlyandGeorge.Michaelbecametensedwhenhe

sawhimandGeorgewalkedalittleback.Ilookedat

thembothandshookmyhead

Him:whyarewehere?Whoishavingababy?



Me:keepanopenmindwillyou

HenoddedbutIcouldseehehatesnotbeingtold

whatishappening

Me:whereisshe?

Carlypointedtotheroomandwewalkedintogether

Her:thedoctorwasbusywithher,shewillcomeand

explain

ShehadanIVattachedtoherlittlebody,itpained

metoseemybabysosmallyetattachedtotheIV

Me:MichaelthisisthebabyIwastalkingaboutin

theoffice

HelookedconfusedandIclosedmyeyesbreathing

heavilyandIlookedathim

Me:awomandumpedababywithmeattheparkI

gymin,sheleftherwithmeearliertodayandrun

away.HoldingherfeltrightMichael,sheislikeour

daughterand….

Ilookedathertinyfaceandbrushedit

Me:…IloveherMichael,Ilovehersomuchsheis



mydaughter.Wecanadoptherandmakeherour

daughter

Iturnedandlookedathim,helookedsopainedand

sopale

Him:doyouknowwhothiswomanis?

Ishookmyhead

Me:Iknowherface

Heexcusedhimselfandwalkedawaywithout

lookingatme.Iturnedandlookedather,Ijustwish

hecouldlookatherandholdherandtouchherbut

hedidhejustwalkedaway.Ikissedhertiny

foreheadandwalkedoutCarlybidmefarewelland

leftmealonewithGeorge

Him:Liawhydoyoudothistoyourself?

Iturnedandlookedathim

Him:maybeitistherightthingthatsheishereand

dying

Istoodupwalkedtohimandpunchedhimsohard

onhisfaceandheheldhisnosenobodytalksabout

mybabythisway



Him:youcanhitmeasmuchasyoucanbutsheis

notyours,yoursdied.Youdonothaveababy,this

childisnotyourchild.Getitthroughyourthickhead

Ifeltmychestconstricteverywordhesaidbrokeme

apart.Ifeltpinsinmyeyes,Ikickedhimontheshin

sohecanfeelthepainthathewascausingmeright

now

Me:youdon’tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout!My

daughterisnotdead,sheisverymuchaliveand

you…

Ipointedathim

Me:youweresupposedtobemyfriend.Youwere

supposedtosupportmebutyouleftmealoneand

nowyoutheverysamepersonwhopromisedtobea

goodfriendaresayingthistome,Georgeyoudon’t

knowme!Youdon’tunderstandmethatiswhywe

willneverwork

HetriedtotouchandIpushedhimoff

Me:youareselfishandcareonlyaboutyourself,so

thisfriendshipwasitsupposedtoleadsomewhere?

BecauseyouarenothingtomebutjustafriendandI



ammarried

Him:hedeniedyou!

Ipushedhimoffandrestedmyheadonmyhands

Me:menareselfishallofyouareselfishjustleave

mealone!Justgo!Getout!Youarebadenergyfor

mydaughterjustleave!

Irockedmyselfbackandforth,Iamnotgoingto

haveabreakdownIamhereforthatlittlegirlinside

sheiswhatmatterssheistheonlyoneformeright

now.Sheisnotdying.IfelthandsandIdidn’teven

havetolookuptoseewhoitwas,Irestedmyhead

onhisshoulder.Ihopehecanfinallylovethatlittle

girlinthere,sheisoursnow

*MIACHAEL*

ThemomentIlaideyesonherIknewshewasmine,

IknewsheismydaughterIhavefoundher,Iwanted

totouchhertoholdherbutfirstIhavetoensure

sheisproperlysecured.IneededtotellDanshehas

topay.Bellamusttasteherownblood

Me:DanIfoundher



Him:sirthatisgoodnews,whatdowedowithBella?

IknowwhoisvyingforherbloodmorethanmeandI

knowwhoisdyingtogetherrevenge

Me:CallauntLolashewillknowwhattodowithher

Iwantnopartofthisanymore,IdidsayIwillhave

mywifeanddaughterbytheendofthedayandthat

promiseisfulfilled

Him:sirthereissomethingIforgottotellyouearlier,

welltheinjectionisafertilitytreatmentwhichhe

wasgivingyourwife

Isqueezedmyhandashespoke

Him:furthermore,thereisapossibilityyoumadeher

pregnant

ThisisthecraziestshockIhaveeverlistenedto

Him:wellyoudon’trememberhowyougothome

rememberdoyousir

Cometothinkofit,Irememberbitandpieces

Him:thesamedrughehasplacedinherdrinkisthe

samedrughehasplacedinherwaterdispenserso



whenyoudrankthewateryoualsobecameveryhigh.

Thedrugisnotthekindthatmakesyoufallasleep

butitdoesalteryourmindset,itisaverypowerful

hallucinogen.Itriedtostopthebothofyouandyou

wenttoherbedroom,Carlyhoweverwasdrugged

withatranquilizerwhenIbroughthertosleepyouall

weredownwithwhateveryouweredoingsoIhadto

dragyouhomebutthedamagewasalreadydone.I

hadtomakemyguystokeepwatchoftheladies

justincasehedecidedtocomebackthatnight

Iclosedmyeyesprocessingeverything,Icannot

havemysecondborncomeoutthisway.Itwas

doneoncebutwon’tbedonetwice.Myother

childrenwillbebornoutofloveandnotdrugs,

besideIjustfoundmylittlesunshineandsheneeds

usandIneedBellagone

Me:thereisstilltime24hrsisnotyetdonesoget

meplanBandputitinhercoffee

Him:sirthis….

Me:wejustfoundourdaughterandcannotraise

anotherchildwhileLilyneedsus.Sheistinysojust



doitanddon’tquestionme

Ihungupandwalkedbackonlytofindhersobbing

alone.IwilldealwithGeorgeIknowforafactheis

theonlyonewhocandothistoher.Isatnexttoher

allowinghertoprocessheremotions.Shehasdone

alotofcryingtodaybutshehasshownmecourage

ofprotectingourdaughter

Doctor:MrsBolt

Sheliftedherheadandnodded

Her:yourbabyisgoingtobefineshehasalung

infectionandsheisgoingtoreceivethebest

treatmenteverandIpromisetotakegoodcareof

hersheisinsafehands

Shelookedatmeandwrappedherhandsaroundme

inexcitement

Amelia:sheisgoingtobefine,sheisgoingtolive

sheisgoingtobeokay

Ikissedherforehead

Dan:hereisyourcoffeesir

Webothturnedandlookedathim



[3/5,11:35]Lynne:*CHAPTER32(pickingupthe

pieces)*

*AMELIA*

Iwokeupinhisarms,wehavedecidedtosleepon

thebenches.Myneckfeltstiffwithastingingpain

asItriedtostretchit.HowIwishhedidn’tthrewthat

coffeeawaylastnight,Ineeditmorethanevernow,

Icouldhaveheateditup.Istruggledtositupright

andturnedmystrainednecktolookathim,Imissed

this,Imisseduswakingupnexttoeachother.Imiss

usembracingandkissing,ImissedhistouchIjust

missedhim.Himandhisstupidmoodswingsand

stupidmachomanact.Icheckedmyphoneand

lookedatthetime.10amthedoctor’swordreplayed

inmyhead,mymotherwasatherworstandthe

possibilityofherdyingareincreasingeachandevery

day.Herbodywasrejectinghermedication,onthe

otherhandIdon’twanttoleaveLily,sheneedsa

motherandIamwillingtobehermother,Iam

willingtoloveherandaccepther.AllthedoubtsI

hadatthestartofthepregnancymeannothing

comparedtoherherenowwithme.Sheismineand



Iamhersandwearesadlyhis.Iturnedtohimand

ashewokeupsmilingbecausehealsohada

strainedbackandnecktoo.Imovedtohimignoring

mypainandtriedtomassagehisneck.Heheldboth

myhandsandbroughtthemclosertohislipskissing

them

Him:Ameliastop

Helookedatme

Him:stopthinkingaboutotherseitherthanyourself.

Yourneckisalsohurting

Itriedtohiditandactasifeverythingisfine

Me:noIamfine

Him:proveit,lookatmytoes

Ilookedathimandheliftedhisoneeyebrow

Him:Iamwaiting

Ilickedmydrylipsandmovedonlymyeyesashe

chuckled,ourmomentwasinterruptedwhenwe

heardatinycry,somethingtoldmeitwasmy

daughter,Icouldfeelitwasher



Me:Ithinksheisawake

Istooduprubbingmyneckandhepulledmeback

down,gentlyapplyingpressurewhilerelievingthe

tension.Itwasthebestthingtohappenthat

morningbecauseitwashelping

Me:Michaelourdaughter

Him:hmmm

Hehelpedmeupandwewalkedintogether,she

wassuckingherhand

Him:sheisourdaughteralright

Iturnedtohimashewalkedclosertoherandpicked

herremainingclosertothebedsoitdoesn’tdisturb

theIV.Iwalkedtohimandstoodnexttohim

Him:thefirsttimeIsawhershedidtheexactsame

thing,shewassucklinghertinyhand

Iturnedtoherandbrushedhertinycheek,mybaby

foundusorwefoundeachthere.Thenursewalked

inandlookedatus

Her:ohIdidn’texpectanymorehere,visitinghours…



Him:don’texistinmyworldwheremydaughteris

concerned

Her:hospitalrules

Him:mybabywasstolenduetotheverysame

hospitalrules

Shetriedtosaysomethingandkeptquiet

Her:Iamsorryaboutthatsir,wellIhavehereher

formulapleasefeedittoherandthiscontainerhas

hermedicationpleasegiveittoher,andIwilljust

giveherantibioticssoon

Inoddedasshegaveusthemedication,she

checkedthedripandwalkedaway.Isatonthebed

andfeedherthebottle,IwishIcouldexpressthejoy

IwasfeelingwatchingherasIfedherforthefirst

time.IwishIcouldexpressthejoy,justholdingher

feltsoright,Icouldn’tstopadmiringher.Likethe

flowerLilyyouaresosweetsoangelicandso

precious,Icannotimagineanotherlifewithoutyou

ever.Youhavebroughtthesweetestpeacemyheart

hasbeenyearningfor.Ireallyhopeyour

grandmothercanpullthroughtoseeyougrowupto



bealittleprincessthatyouare.Mother,Ineedtosee

her.IneedtotellherthatIhavefoundLillybutIdon’t

wanttoleaveheranymorewhatifshedisappears

again.IhavelostheroncebutIwillnotloseher

twice

Him:whatwrong?

HewassquattinginfrontofmelookingatmewhileI

wasfeedingLily

Me:IreallyhavetogoandseemymotherbutIdon’t

wanttoleaveheralone

HestoodupandextendedhisarmsandIhanded

himourbaby,hetookoverandhelpedherburpas

well.

Him:youcangoIwillstayherewithher

Ilookedhimnarrowingmyeyes,Idecidedtojoke

withhim

Me:Ileftyouoncewithherinvoluntarilyandshewas

stolen

HelookedatmedefeatedandIheldhisarms

Me:I’msorrydoesithurt,IamjokinghoneyIam



sorry.Ijustdon’twanttoloseallthreeofyou.Iknow

thepainandIdon’twanttogothroughitagain

IwalkedcloserandourfaceswheretouchingI

pulledhimclosertomeandwesharedakissIdidn’t

wanttobreakfreefromhimIwantedtoremainthat

way,justusthreetogetherwithnothingcoming

betweenus.Butthemomentwasruinedwhenhe

brokethekisstoputoursleepingangeltorest

Him:youcangoIwillbewithher.Sheneedsyou

more

Ijustfeltoverwhelmedbyeverything,Ididn’tknow

howstressedoutIamuntilnow.Everythingwas

gettingtomeandthereisnothingIcoulddo.Ihave

carriedsomuchhurtwhichisdisturbingme

Him:Ameliacomebackhere

Ilookeduptoseehisfacefrowned

Him:youlookeddeepinthoughts

Me:IamsorryIwasjust...,youknowthereisalot

thathappenedandIthink…MichaelIamjustscared

whatifIlose…



Heplacedhisfingeronmymouth

Him:shh,Iknowyouhavebeenthinkingalot,Iknow

alothashappenedinthepastthreemonthsand

nowyouhavestartedgettingeverythingback.I

knowBellahasdestroyedalotandwehavealotof

piecestopickup.Youarethinkingalot,youhave

yourmothertodealwithandhaveLilytodealwith

Webothturnedtoherandshewasstillverymuch

asleep

Him:andIknowyouhavetrustissuesandyou

probablywon’ttrustmealonewithhersince…

Irealisedhowmuchthatjokeaffectedhim,Ihaven’t

consideredhisfeelingsaswell.Irestedmyhandon

hisshouldertoreassurehim

Him:Itooblamemyself,Ishouldhavebeenwithher

thewholetime.Ishouldhaveneverleftheraloneat

all.Ishouldhaveprotectedherand…

Me:stop!Thatisenough,youdidprotectherby

doingallyoucould.Idon’tblameyouandIneverwill.

IcouldhaveprotectedheraswellbutIfailed,she

couldhavebeenstolenfromme.Wecannot



guaranteewhocouldhavetakenher

Ipulledhisfaceupsowecouldmakeeyecontact

Me:youarethebestparent,yousacrificed

everythingforhersafety

IhaveneverseenMichaellookinglikethis,Ihaveto

showhimIamhereforhimandIdotrusthim

Me:youknowwhat,Iwillgotoseemymotherand

youcanstayhereandtakecareofLily.Sheis

strongerthanus...hellshehasyourattitude,sheisa

Boltthatfoundherwayhome.Bullyingeveryone

aroundhersoshecanfindherwayhome

Irestedonhisshoulderandheheldontome

Me:youdideverythingtokeephersafeanddon’t

youforgetthatsheisourswhateverhappenedisin

thepastandnowwemustfocusonwhereweare

going.Likeyouquittingyourjobandfocusingonthe

club

Ilookedupandwemadeeyecontact,Ihadtomake

himsmileatsomepoint

Me:besidesIamaclubvirgin



Hefrownedhiseyebrow

Me:Ihaveneverhadhotsteamylovesessiononthe

dancefloor,Iwanttoexperiencewhatotherpeople

do

HechuckledandIcouldn’thelpmyselfIproduced

mysmileaswell.ThisiswhatIwanttoseemy

familyhappyandnotsubjectedtothemiseryof

Bella

Me:IloveyouMichael,Ilovemyhusbandsomuch

Him:isthatso?

Inodded

Me:nowIhavetogoseemymother,itwillbehard

thinkingaboutthebothofyou

Heshookhisheadandtookouthisphonevideo

callingDoctorJohn,hepickedupandMichael

handedmethephone

Him:Michael

Me:hellodoctor

Hesmiledandwhenhesawmyface



Me:Iwantedtofindouthowmymotherisdoing

Hetookoffhisglassesandwipedhiseyesbefore

lookingatmeandhesmiled

Him:wehadabreakthroughlastnight

Me:comeagain?

Whatishappening?Itriedtocontaintheexcitement

butIcouldn’t

Him:wehaveapositiveresult,herbodyisstartingto

respond

MymouthautomaticallyopenedinresponseandI

couldn’tcontainmyexcitement.IlookedatMichael

andthrewmyselfinhisarms

Me:sheisgoingtobeokay,mymotherisgoingto

beokay

Ididn’trealisehowexcitedIwasuntilshewokeup

cryingMichaelandIlookedateachotherandhe

placedhisfingeronhislipwhilehepickedherup

andIreturnedtocall

Me:Iamsorrydoctor,Iamjustsohappy.Everything

wasjustweighingdownonme.Mylifewasamess,



mybabywassupposedtobedeadandmymother

Ilookeduptryingtopushmytearsback,ithurts

everythinghurtsanditisweighingmedown.

Everythingwasjustsoconfusing,everythingwas

just…itdoesn’tmatterrightIamwinningmylife

back…itwilltaketimebutIamgettingmylifeback

Me:IthoughtIwasgoingtoloseher,Ithoughtthisis

it.Iamofficiallygoingtobealonewithnobodyby

myside.Pleasedoctorpleasesaveherplease

Him:wearedoingthebestthatwecan,andI

promiseIwillnotstopuntilwegethercuredno

matterthecost

Me:thankyoucanIseeher?

Heshookhishead

Him:sheisheavilydruggedandwon’tbeabletosee

yourightnow.Iwouldadviseyoutocometomorrow

Inoddedandhungup.Iheldmyselfandtriednotto

cry,Ihavebeensooverwhelmed.Ifelthisarms

aroundmeandIreturnedhishug.Hebrokethehug

andheldmyfacewithbothhishands



Him:whenshegetsbetterwedeserveahoneymoon

Ilickedmylips

Me:what?

Henodded

Him:butrightnowIneedyoutogohomeand

refresh,Ihaveplansforus

Iturnedtomydaughter

Him:IwillnotleaveheralonethistimeDanis

waitingoutsidehewillguardheruntilwereturnI

promise

Hekissedmyforehead

Him:Iwillpickyouupinafew,andIwilldropyou

justnow.Iamgoingtodothingsalittledifferentfor

brunch

Hewinkedaswewalkedouttogether

[3/5,11:35]Lynne:*CHAPTER33*

*AMELIA*

Thedrivehomewassilentandquiet,Ikeptlooking



athimashedrove.Hewasn’tevenlookingatmehe

wassoconcentratedontheroad.Icouldn’tstopthe

smilefromforminginmymouth.AlthoughIdon’t

wanttogohomealonebuttobewithhim,Ijusthave

toacceptwhateverhethrowsatmefornow.Ihave

noideahowlongIwasstaringathimbutforthe

loveofmeIreallylovedlookingathim

Him:areyoudone?

Hedisturbedmypeacefulmomentandmademefix

myselfandstopstaring,Ilookedatthefrontwindow

andclearedmythroat

Me:donewithwhat?

Itriedtocontainmyselfandbeseriousbutitwas

failingmeIkeptscratchingmyheadandavoiding

staringathimIstoppedthemomentIfelthisbreath

blastingagainstmyskin.Iremainedperfectlystillas

Ienjoyedthefeelingofbeingthisclosetohim.I

slowlyclosedmyeyesandfelthimsoclosetome

Him:areyoudonestaringatme?

IpartedmylipstryingtotalkbutIcouldn’t,hejust

mademefeelweak



Him:becauseIcanstareatyouthewholedayand

doonethousandotherthingstoyou

Iquicklyopenedmyeyesandturnedmyfacetoface

him,Ididn’tevennoticehowclosehewastome

untilInoticeourmouthsareclosesocloseto

touching,Islowlyswallowedandmovedbackalittle

Me:Iwasn’tstaring

Ifeltintimidatedandfeltsoweak

Him:getout

Ilickedmylipsandsmiled

Me:youdon’tscareme

Helookedtakenaback

Me:youreallydon’t,youareLily’sfatherandmyso

calledhusbandsonoyoudon’tscaremeatall.You

candoallthosethousandthingsbutIwillneverbe

scaredofyoueveragain

Hechuckledshakinghishead

Him:youshouldbeafraidofme

Irolledmyeyesandopenedthedoorgettingoffthe



car

Me:never,gorefreshyousmelllikeyesterday

Ibitmybottomlipandturnedaroundfacingmy

home

Me:justgowhenyoucomebackyouwillfindme

Iturnedandstartedwalkingtowardmyhouse,Ijust

wonderwhathehasplannedformeandwhathewill

doformeforbrunch.Iturnedaroundandhewas

stillstaringatmeIwavedathimandhewavedback

IkeptwalkinglookingathimandIbumpedintoa

wall.Iturnedaroundagainandhewasstaringatme,

Itriedtowalkagainandbumpedthedoorthistime

andheraisehishandasiftoreachoutandIturned

aroundquickly.Icouldn’thelpmyselfIstarted

laughing…Iturnedaroundandhewasalsolaughing.

Iquicklygotinandclosedthedoor.

Me:damnyouMichael

Iscratchedmyheadlaughing.Ilookedatthekitchen

tableandtherewasfoodonthetable.Iwalked

towardsitandsniffedit.Itreallysmelledso

delicious.TherewasanotenexttoitandIpickedit



uptoreadit

“Iamsorryforbeingrudeandbeingunfriendly

towardsyou…IamyourfriendandIloveyouso

muchpleaseforgiveme”

Ismiledlookingatthefood,Iliftedthebreadand

wasabouttoeatit.IrememberedthebrunchIam

goingtohavewithMichael.Ireallywanttogothere

hungrybutnowGeorgehasmadefood,letme

freshenupandIwilldecidedafter.Iwalkedtothe

showerandturnediton,slowlyIallowedthewater

tohitmyskin.FinallyaftersolongIamtakinga

showersohappyandfullofhopeofmeandMichael.

Myworldisfinallyatpeace.MyLily,Icannotwaitto

raiseherandwatchherturnouttobeafullygrown

individual.Iturnedofftheknobsandwalkedout

gettingreadyforwhateverhehasinstoreforme.I

walkedbacktothekitchenandthefoodwasstill

there

Me:sorryGeorge

ItookthetrayandthrewthefoodoutIjusthopehe

doesn’thatemeatall,nowtowaitforMichael



*MICHAEL*

Idroveallthewaylaughing,whatisthiswoman

doingtome?Ishookmyhead.Ireallyhopeweare

goingtohaveagoodtime,plusIwantedtoshowher

mythirdsurprisewasnotjustaclubbutsomethingI

builtfromscratchaswell.Amessagecamethrough

andIlookedatit

“BrotherpleasehelpBellaismissing”

ItwasfromJack,Istaredatitandscratchedmy

head,IguessAuntLolareallyhasher.IguessIhave

totakeadetourbeforemeetingmywoman.Ishook

myheaddrivingallthewaytoLola’shouse.The

securityallowedmeinandIdrovein.Istoppedmy

caratthefrontdoorandgotoff.Iwalkedinandthe

securitydirectedmetoherbasement.Iwalkedin

andfoundheraroundawomantiedtopole

balancingthishouse

Me:whatishappeninghere?

SheturnedtolookatmepointedatBellatiedup,my

mouthautomaticallyopenedonitsownandIjust

staredatthemboth



Her:todayIdecidedtoplaygameslikeshedoes

Inoddedfeelingveryscared

Her:andtodayweareplayingthemedievaltimes,

thisisatrialandshouldshebefoundguiltyshewill

beburnedatthestake

Shelookedatme

Her:Iamtiredofbeingmanipulatedbyayoung

viciouswoman.Shethinksshecanplaygamesand

controleveryone

Me:Ididn’tthinkyouwouldtakeitthisextreme

Her:yourfatherwasmuchmoreviciousthanyou

Islightlyturnedmyheadandlookedather

Me:youhavetobejokingright,nevercomparemeto

thatman

Her:manup

Shewalkedtome

Her:thiswomantookyourchildforthreemonths,

whatifLilydied



Ilookedather

Her:whatifAmeliacommittedsuicideafterthe

publichumiliation?!

Icouldfeeltheangerraisinginme

Her:thisisthesamewomanwholeftyouatthealtar,

thesamewomanwhopubliclyhumiliatedyouand

taintedyouimagineinfrontofthemedia!Youare

goingtoallowthiswomantolive?Shehadachild

withyourbrother!Whileyouwereintherelationship

withher!

ImovedfrommyAuntandwalkedtoBella,Ifeltso

angryandIfeltlikeslappingherbutIstoppedmyself.

Sheisawoman,sheishelpless,sheisatthemercy

ofanotherpsychoticwoman.Iputmyhandsaround

herfaceandmadeherstareatme.Shehadtears

comingout,shetriedtowringherwayoutbutshe

wastiedperfectly

Me:howdoesitfeeltobehelpless?Tobetrapped

andtonotbeabletomoveatall?

Tearscontinuedtoflowoutofhereyes,shecouldn’t

evenanswermebecauseshehadmouthstuffed



andtaped,Iwipedhertearsandshehangedherface

down

Me:therewasatimeIwouldn’tthinktwiceabout

protectingyou,IlovedyousomuchBella,Iwould

literallymovethemountainsforyoubutnow

IchuckledasIfeltmyhandssqueezeherface,I

didn’tmeantotheangerwastakingover

Me:IamnotaviolentmanBella,althoughIwould

liketobe.Iwantyoutoknow,Iforgiveyouforallthe

badyouhavecausedtome,Iforgiveyoueven

thoughyouneveraskedforforgiveness.Isetyou

freefrommyheartandfrommylife.Bellayoudon’t

existtome

Shemovedherfaceandlookedatme

Me:killingyoumyselfwouldmeanIacceptthatyou

makeadifferentinmylifebutnowfranklyIdon’t

careanymoreBella.IfyouliveordieIjustdon’tcare

Imovedmyhandsfromherandcontinuedtolookat

her,sheshookherheadvigorously,helplessly

Me:Iamdonewithyou,youmeannothingtome



anymore.IrepeatIdon’tcareanymore

IturnedaroundandlookedatAuntLola

Me:Ijustdon’tcare,thatisthedifferencebetween

meandmyfather

Iwalkedtowardsthedoor

Her:BellaIfindyouguiltyfortreason,kidnapping,

lust,andtheft.Iherebysentenceyoutodeathby

burningatthestake

Iturnedandlookedatthemonelasttimebefore

steppingoutandclosingthedoorafterme.Indeed

richpeoplegetawaywithalot,whowouldhave

thoughtofsuchapunishment.Idrovehomerushing

toprepareformeandAmelia,Iwanthertohavea

specialtime.ThemomentIgotinIwasgreetedbya

hugeportraitonmypassage

Me:Maria!Maria!

Sherushedtomeandlookedattheportraitsmiling

Her:beautifulright,shehaditdonewithherfriend

foryouandthebaby.Iamsorrythebabydidn’t

makeittoseeit



Iturnedtohersmiling,Istillhavetotellherthegood

news

Me:sheisalive

Her:ofcourseAmeliaisalive

Iturnedandlookedatherwaitingforhertocatchon,

anditdidn’ttakeherthatlongtocatchon

Her:wearenottalkingaboutAmelia?

Inoddedandsheopenedhermouth

Her:ourbabyisalive

Me:whyiseveryonecallingmybabytheirbaby?

Sheplayfullyhitme

Her:becausenobodythoughtyouwouldeverhavea

childletaloneawife

Ismiledandwebothcontinuedlookingatthe

portrait

Me:Ineedtogetready

ShenoddedandIwalkedawayfromhertodomy

business



*AMELIA*

Ianxiouslywaitedforhimandkeptstaringatthe

time,itwas12alreadyandIgotscaredbecauseI

havetogoandseemybaby,Idon’twanthertobe

awayfromme.Ineedmybabyherewithme.Iheard

acar,IlookedoutandsmiledwhenIsawhiscar.I

couldn’tcontainmyexcitement,Iranoutassoonas

hegotoutandIranintohisarmswesharedalong

passionatekiss.Ilookedathislefthandandhehad

lilieswithhim

Me:theyareforme?

Hechangedhisfaceandshookhishead

Him:notheyaremine,Iamjustcarryingthem

around

Ilookedatthemandsnatchedthemfromhishands

sniffingthemintheprocess

Me:Ilovethem

HesmiledandleanedagainstthecarwhileIkept

admiringtheflowers,Ididn’tevennoticehewas

staringatmeandrealisationcamewhenwemade



eyecontactandhehadhisdashingsmilewithhim.

Hishandswerefoldedinhischest

Me:sorry

Heshookhisheadsmiling

Him:Iwantyoutoremainthishappyallthetime

Iwalkedtohim,Istoppedwhileheclosedhiseyes

anticipatingakiss

Me:wherearewegoing?

Ididn’tkisshimtotorturehimandIwatchedhim

openhiseyesIcouldn’tstoplaughingatthewayhe

wasleaningwaitingforakiss.Hestoodupandfixed

himselfclearinghisthroat

Him:justgetinthecar

Inoddedandheopenedthedoorforme,wedrove

listeningtomusic.Ikeptstaringatmyliliesthey

weresobeautifulIbroughtthemtomyheart.I

closedmyeyesjustlovingthewaythingswere

going.IopenedmyeyeswhenIsawwewere

outsideahouse

Me:whosehousedoesthisbelongto?



Hegotoutandwalkedtomysideopeningthedoor

forme

Him:freshstartjustusasafamily

Hehandedmethekeys

Him:goingandopenthedoor

Ilookedathimspeechless.Iwalkedtothedoorand

openeditwithshakyhandsthemomentitopenedI

gotinandlookedataround,thehousewasempty,

nofurniturenothingjustemptyhallwithfoodinthe

middle,Iwalkedtotheediblesandsatdownslowly

admiringthesimplycookedmeal

Me:Michael

Hesatdownjoiningmeandheldmyhandsinhis

Him:Iwanttostartfresh,youmeourdaughterand

yourmotherandJolie,weareafamilynothingelse

willcomebetweenus

Me:Franco

Hechuckled

Him:heisthebesttocomeinthisfamily



Heplacedagrapeinmymouth

Him:eat

Itookabananaandputitinhismouth,hetriedto

biteitandItookitoutsmiling

Him:younasty

Ilaughedaswebothate.Icouldn’tstopadmiringthe

houseandIsawitrightthereintheemptyhousea

bigportraitofmeandmybabybumpfromthevery

firstmonthuntiltheeighthmonth.Ifelttears

forminginmyeyes,IturnedtoMichaelandbeforeI

cansayanythinghekissedmeIfeltmybreathbeing

takenfromme,Icouldn’tstopthekiss,Ididn’twant

ittostop.IsatontopofhimandIcouldequallyfeel

thewayhewantedmeaswell
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HebrokethekissasmuchasIwantedhimandhe

equallywantedme,hegentlyplacedmeonthefloor

withmylegsaroundhiswaistandhislegsmeeting

behindmyback.

Him:wearehavingaproperdaterightnow,you



knowIknowalotaboutyouandyouknownothing

aboutme

Me:Iknowalotaboutyou

Hechuckled

Him:thisisinteresting,whatdoyouknow?

Ilickedmylips,andbitmybottomlipthinkingof

whathejustaskedmeandwhatitishetoldme

Me:yourmotherdiedwhenyouwereyoung,you

don’thaveagoodrelationshipwithyourfatherand

youraisedyoursister…

Heshookhisheadanddidn’tevenletmefinish

Him:Ialsoknowyoudon’tknowyourfatherand

yourmotherraisedyouherselfasasingleparentgot

diagnosedwithcancerwhenyouwere16her

medicalgotexhaustedandyouneverreallygotto

knowhowbadshewasalthoughshetoldyou

everythingwasalright

Ilookedathimintenselyhowdoesheknow?Inever

toldhimsomeofthethingshewassaying

Him:wellIcantellyouthatyoureallydon’tknowme



atall,youdon’tknowyourownhusbandyoumarried

astranger

Iplacedmyfingeronhismouth

Me:youdon’tknowmeeither

Hesmiledandmovedhisheadfrommyfinger,and

placedhisfingeronmynose

Him:youAmeliaareaveryboldwoman,youstrong,

beautifulandintelligent.WhenyouarenotlookingI

amalwaysobservingyou

Ikeptquietjustlisteningtohim

Him:Ihurtyousomanytimesbuteachtimeyou

bouncebackandpretendlikenothinghappenedwith

yourforgivingheart.

Heheldmyfaceandbrushedmycheek

Him:youareasimplegirl,don’tlikefancythings

Helookedatmyphone

Him:youlovelilies,yourfavouritecolourisgreen

henceyourepaintedyourmother’shousegreenwith

atouchoforangeliliesonthecounter



Helookedatmyfaceandslightlymovedmyheadto

theside

Him:yourearringsaregoldhangingpalmtrees,

becauseyoudreamofgoingtothebeachandlay

underthepalmspickingupcoconutsaswell.Just

youandyourfamily,henceyourscreensaveris

alwaysonpeopleinthebeachunderthepalmtree

Iclosedmyeyesjustlisteningwhathewassaying

Him:whenyouconcentrateonsomethingyoubite

youlowerlipjustfocusingonwhatisimportant

Islowlymovedmyteethfrommylowerlipand

openedmyeyeswhenIfelthishandrestontheside

ofmyface

Him:youhaveacceptedLilythemomentyouknew

youwerepregnant,youlovedherandfeltguilty

enoughtomakeabeautifulpresentsoshewould

knowshewaslovedbybothhermotherandfather.

Youwereworriedthatshewouldn’tforgiveyoufor

abandoningherwithme

Me:noI…



Him:shhnoneedtoexplainyouhaveabigheart

Amelia.Youloveme,ourbaby,yourmother,your

friendsandmostimportantlyyouforgaveGeorgefor

allhehasdonetoyou.Mostimportantlyyouforgave

yourself.

Ismiledwhenhesaidthis

Him:Icangothewholedayjustdescribingyou,but

youstilldon’tknowmeatall

Ilookeddownfeelingashamed,howcouldheknow

sowellandIknownothinghaveIbeenthatignorant

ofMichael?Ifinallylookedup,ohwaitthereare

somethingsIdoknow

Me:Michael

Heslightlymovedhisheadtotheleftlookingatme.

HA!Apointyes

Me:Iknowthatwhenyougivemefullattentionyou

turnyourheadasawayofwelcomingme

HereadjustedhisbodypostureandIreallywanted

tolaugh

Me:Iknowthatyouhaveagoodheartbuttryhard



nottoshowit,andwhenitthreatenstocomeout

youbecomesodistantandsocoldtoprotectthat

hurt

Helookedathischest

Me:Iknowthatwhenyoulaughyouturnyourhead

soIcouldn’tseethatsmile,asforyourfavourite

colourIdonotknowbecauseyoudon’tallowpeople

inyourterritorynoteventhewomenyousleptwith

HechokedabitandIlaughed

Me:youhadsexwiththemtofeelinthevoidamI

wrong?

Heturnedhisfaceandstaredintomyeyes,Ishifted

mybodyclosertohisandourfaceswherecloseto

eachother.Oursexeswherealmosttouching.He

placedhishandsaroundme

Me:Iknowyouwantkissmerightnow

Imovedmyfaceclosetohisandheshookhishead

Him:Iseeyouhavedoneyourhomework…butIam

reallyworriedaboutyou

Me:why?



Him:peoplearegoingtotakeadvantageofthisbig

heart

Iknowwhoheistalkingabout

Him:youarealovingpersonandwelcomingbutI

wantyoutostartchoosingyourfriendswisely.You

cantalwayspleaseeveryone,youcantalwaysallow

justanyoneinyourheart,somepeopleyoucanlove

fromafarandIwon’tdoanythinguntilyoulearnto

releasethosepeople

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Him:ImeanIwontstopyoufromseeingyourso

calledfriendsifyoustillwanttokeepthem

Icouldseeinhiseyeshehadsomethingtosay

Him:IcannottellyounottobefriendswithGeorge

andIcannottellyoutobefriendswithhim.Iwant

youtomakethatdecisiononyourownandIwilldeal

withtherestlater

Iawkwardlyblinkedmyeyesalotoftimes

Him:enoughaboutthatnowbacktous

Hepulledmybodycloser,soclosetohimandrested



hisheadagainstmyshoulder,mydresswent

automaticallyupandheputhishandsunderneath

mydressmassagingmybackslowlyandangelically.

IinstantlyfeltarousedIwantedsobadly,mybody

wasonitsownfrenzy,Ineededhimandhefeltthat,

Ifelthimlaughingsilently

Him:Kittenwenotgoingtohavesex

Imovedmyheadandhepulledmebacktothesame

position

Him:thedayItookyourvirginityIdiditwrongand

nowIhavethetimetodoitrightagain.Iwantitto

bedifferentbecauseIknowthehormonesarenot

playinggamesonyou.ThistimeIwantyouto

experienceeverything

Hekissedmycheek

Him:nowitistimeforustogoshoppingforourlittle

baby

Hemovedfrommeandhehelpedmeup

Me:IneedtoswitchonmyphonecheckifIstillhave

ajob



Iwasabouttopackupwhenhepulledmefromthe

place

Him:someonewilldothat

Wewalkedtohiscarandheopenedthedoorforme,

Igotinandheclosedthedoorwalkingtohisside.

Hegotinandlookedatme

Him:youcanalwaysgetajobattheinstitution

Hestartedtheengine

Me:noMichaelIenjoyworkingatthehospital

Him:youareearningpeanutsthere.Mostlybecause

oflackofstatefunding,butkittenattheinstitution

youwillbepaidmore

Iturnedtohimsmiling

Me:wellIstillhavesomeofthemoneythatwas

giventomeforcarryingababy

Him:andwhatwillyouusetobuyfurnitureforthe

house

Icontinuedlookingathimwhilehefocusedinthe

road



Me:Ialreadyboughtfurnitureformymother’shouse

Him:exactly.Mother’shousenotourhouse

Ikeptquietandlookedathim,heturnedhisfacefor

abriefmomentandfoundmestaringathim

Him:youlovemyfacedon’tyou?

Me:Ilovemyjobactually,itbringsmepeace

workingwithinjurednormalpeople

Him:isyourmothernotnormal

Me:whatareyoutalkingaboutyessheisnormal,

butitwon’tbethesameatall

Hedidn’teventurntomeandIcontinuedtowatch

himactingallserious.Ididn’tevenrealisewe

reachedthemall.OnlywhenheparkeddidIpay

attentiontotheroad.Hecametomysideand

openedthedoor.Hehelpedmeoutandheldmy

hand.ThehouseIneedtoknowmoreaboutthe

house.Iturnedtohim

Me:Michaelareyoutellingmeittookyou6months

tobuildthewholehouse

Hestoppedwalkingandturnedtome



Him:yes,wellIwentthroughtherapyandtooktime

tobepartofthehouseandclubproject

Ismiledanddecidedtoteasehim

Me:wellIfearforoursafety

Henarrowedhiseyessarcastically

Him:maybeitwillhelpyoutoknowconstructionis

mything…Itakeitserious

Iraisedmyhands

Him:likeyoushouldtakeyourjobseriously

Me:wow

Hesarcasticallymovedhisheadshrugginghis

shouldersandIpinchedhimsohardashelaughed.

Wewalkedtothebabyshopandlookedatthe

clothes.Webothpickedafewwelicked.Ifeltso

overwhelmedbuyingtheclothes,Ifeltsoemotional

notlongagoIthoughtIlostmybabyandnowhere

sheis,backtous

Him:areyouokay?

IwantedtotellhimaboutthisjoyIkeepfeeling



wheneverIthinkthatourbabyisbackbutthenagain

Me:Ican’tbelievesheisthissmallandcanfitin

theseclothes

Herestedhishandonmyshoulder

Him:bestbelieveit,whenshewasbornbeforeshe

wasplacedinanincubatorIrequestedtotouchher,

shewastinysotinyIthoughtIwasbreakingher

Imovedmybodyandwrappedaroundhistorso

Me:Iamgladyousharedthatmomentwithher

Hemovedmeandmademehaveeyecontactwith

him

Him:heywehavemanymoremomentswithher,we

stillhavetoseehergetmarriedwhensheis50and

haveherfirsttimewhensheis51

Ilookedathimshocked

Me:Michael,ourbabyisnothavingaDown

syndromebaby

Him:nobodyistouchingmybaby

Me:mightaswellmarryher



Him:actuallyIthinkImight

Wesharedabriefmomentwithmewaitingforhim

toseehowwronghisstatementjustsoundedand

helookedhorrifiedhimselfbuthewaswasn’tgoing

toadmitit.Thewholesituationmademelaugh,he

relaxedhisfaceandjoinedinaswell.Hekissedmy

forehead

Me:crazyweneedtogoseeourdaughtersolet

finishup

Wewalkedhandtohand,andIsawflashoflightson

myfaceIturnedtoMichaelandhelookedannoyed

Him:relaxit’sthemedia

Hesqueezedmyhandandwequicklymadeourway

topayfortheclothes
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Wequicklyrushedtothecounterandpaidforthe

clothes,Iturnedaroundandsecuritywasprohibiting

themediafromenteringfurther.IturnedtoMichael

justwonderinghowwearegoingtoditchthemedia

Me:howarewegettingout?



Helookedatmeandsmiled

Him:welcometothelifeofthebackdoor

Hesmiledandheldmyhandashepulledtowards

theendofthestore,heopenedabigexistdoorand

werunoutofthedoor,itwasreallyalongpassage

withlights,hestoppedbeforeopeningthelastdoor

andhestaredintomyeyes.Wesharedonelongkiss

Him:thankyouforchoosingme,Ican’tstressthis

enoughbutthankyou

Iheldhishands,openedthedoorandpulledhim.We

rushedtothecaranddroveofftothehospital.I

cannotwaittoseemyangelatall,wehave

abandonedherforalongtime.Themomentwegot

tothehospitalIlefthimandrushedtoseeher,I

couldn’tleaveheraloneatall.Sheneedsherparents,

shebeenawayforsolong.Iwalkedintoherward

andfoundDancuddlingherwalkingupanddown

whileshewasbabbling.Istoodbythedoorjust

watchingtheminteractitwassosweettodisturb

Him:youknow,youdidn’thavetoleavemeatthe

foyerallbymyself



Iturnedaroundtofindhimstaringatmewithhis

handsbehindhisbackandIsuckedmylipsin.he

shookhisheadandlookedabovemetoseeDanand

ourdaughterinteracting

Him:thatiscosy

Danstoppedmovingandlookedatus

Dan:Iamsorry,shewasrestlessandthenursegave

uptryingtokeephercalm

Ismiledlookingatmychunkybabyinhisarmsand

hemovedtomeandhandedmethebaby

Me:Ithinkshelikesyou

Dan:wellinthatcaseIhaveafuturewifetolookout

for

WebothlaughedandhelookedatMichael,his

reactionimmediatelychangedandIlookedtosee

whatwashappeningonlytoseeaverygrumpy

Michaelwithhishandsfoldedreadytokillashe

watchedus

Me:youaresodramaticMichael

IhandedhimLilysohecouldstopbeinggrumpy



whichofcourseworked,hecouldn’tstopsmiling

andtalkingtoher

Dan:Ishouldgo

Me:thankyouverymuchforbeingthereformy

daughter,andforus

HewinkedandwalkedoutasIcontinuedtowatch

Michaelandourdaughter

Me:Ireallymissherbeinginside

Hestoppedtalkingtoherandlookedatme,I

couldn’tlieIreallydomissthewholebond

Me:Iamserious,Imissthewholeexperienceof

havingababygrowinsideofmekickingandmoving.

Imissfartingandusingherasanexcuse

Hesatnexttomesowecouldbothlookatour

daughter

Me:don’tgetmewrongIamhappysheishereand

trustmeImisshereverytimeweareawayfromher,

IwishIcouldtakeherwithmenowandhealher

myself.IreallywishIcouldgothroughthisagain

andreallyifIcouldIwoulddothisalloveragain.



Minusthekidnappingandfakebreakupreally.

Isqueezedhercheek

Me:rightbabywearenevergoingtogetseparated

everagain

Ikeptplayingwithherandfinallylookedupbecause

Michaelhasbeenoddlyquiet

Me:areyouokay?

Hejustlookedatmeandswallowedhard

Him:whatifItoldyouthechancesofyoubeing

pregnantarehighagain?

Iblinkedacoupleoftimesprocessingwhatheis

saying.Isheinsinuatingsomething?

Him:thereisapossibilitythatyouarepregnant

Istoodupalmostslappinghimbutthereisababy

soIcouldn’tdoit

Me:howbecauseIhaveneversleptwithanyone?

AreyoutryingtotellmethatyouthinkIsleptwith

anyoneMichael?Ifyouhaven’tnoticedIhavebeen

faithfultoyou,Icametogetyouandfixthisbroken



marriage

Hestoodupandplacedhisfingeronmymouth

Him:Iknow,IamsayingthereisaBoltbabythat

mightbebrewinginthere

Ibreathedoutloudly

Me:howcanIbepregnantifweneverhadsex?

WhatdidyoudoMichael?Whatareyousomesortof

analien?

Hechangedhisfaceatmylastquestionandheldhis

laughterafteracoupleofsecondbeforehecleared

histhroatandshookhimselfbacktohissenses

Him:babe…

HepausedwhenhecalledmethatthatandI

couldn’tstopthesmileforming,finallyIambabenot

justAmelia

Him:…thatnightyouwentoutwithGeorgeandCarly

wellsomeonedruggedyouafterthatIsomehow

endedupbeingdruggedwhenItookyouhomeand

Dantoldmethatthereisapossibilitythat….

Hebreathed



Him:howseriousareyouabouthavingababy?

Me:IthoughtwecanmakemorewhenLilyhas

grown

IwasinterestedinthestorywhatdidDansay

Me:Dansaidthereisapossibilitywedidwhat?

Him:Iwasjustthinkingthesame,thatwehavea

babyafterLilyisgrown

Hebreathedloudlyandlookedup

Him:thereisapossibilitywespentthenight

togetherwhiledruggedup

Ilookedathimasmybodybecamenumb,another

babycreatednotfromlovebutsomeweirddrugged

upstory.WaitIdidn’tfeelanythingthatnightorin

themorning,therewasnoindicationofpenetration,

wemighthavejustdoneotherrandomthingsbut

definitelynotsex.Whathappenedthatnight,who

druggedus?Ilookedathimandhelookedvery

worriedIcouldn’thelpitIlaughedathim

Me:honeyIwouldhavesensedsomethingwouldn’tI?

Wedidn’thavesexIpromise.Butifyouareworried



itscoolwecanhavetheemergencydrug,72hoursis

notoverorwecanplaythewaitinggame

Him:ifyouaresure

InoddedlookingdownIreallywishIknewwho

druggedme

Me:whodruggedus?

Him:Idon’twantyoufindingoutlikethis

Me:whodidit?

Him:George

Ifeltmytearsformingandmythroatbecomingdry

fromtheshock

Me:Dan!Dan!

IstartledLilyandshestartedbecomingrestless,

Dancameinandlookedatme

Me:myhusbandandIwantyoutotakecareof

Georgeisthatokay?

HelookedatMichaelfirstandhenoddedapproving

whatIsaidandDanformedahugesmileonherface



Him:areyousure?

Inoddedandhuggedmyself,processingallthe

emotionsIwasfeelingdeepdown

Me:Iamsure

TherewasasmellcomingfromLily.Ithinkshe

messedherdiaper,itdistractedusfromthiswhole

Georgedrama

Me:weneedtochangeher

Helookedatherasshesuckledhertinyfistand

extendedhisarmstowardsme

Him:youcandothehonours

IlookedatherandbackathimasIpushedhisarms

backtohim

Me:sheisyourdaughtersoyoucandothehonours

HeopenedhiseyeslookingatherandIdidasad

faceshakingmyhead

Him:it’sthenurse’sproblem

Hegentlyplacedherdownandshestartedchanging

herfacefromhappytosadIcouldseehermouth



quivering

Me:youjustmadehersad

HewalkedoutlookingforthenurseandImovedto

herpickingherupintheprocess

Me:Iamsorrybabyheisnotusedtochanging

diapers,tellhimaboutbreakingsomeone’sheart

andyouwillseehowgoodheisatthatdepartment.

Actuallytellhimaboutbreakingsomeone’scompany

hewilldoitinaheartbeatbutadiaperisabigger

mission

ShekeptmakingsoundsasItriedtocalmherdown.

Hewalkedbackwithanurseandshelookedatme

beforetakingthebaby

Her:thisishowyouchangethediapers

Wewatchedtenselyasshechangedher

Me:Ihopeyouweretakingnotes

HelookedatmeshockedandIcouldn’thelpmyself

andlaughed

Her:Iwillcomebackwithfoodforher



InoddedashetookthebabybeforeIcouldeven

touchher.Iwatchedthembothagainandthe

conversationearliercameback.DoIreallywantto

bepregnantwhilemychunkybabywhilestillthis

small.Shereallyneedsourattention,welostthree

monthswithher.Anotherbabywilldistractus

completely

Him:areyouokay?

HebrokemefrommythoughtsandIstaredathim

Me:Ineedtoseemysupervisorhereatthehospital

soIcanfileinfamilyresponsibilityleave,alreadyI

havemissedwork

Henarrowedhiseyesandmovedclosertome

Him:nomoresecretsremember

Ilookeddownandfocusedontheground

Me:Iknowbut…

Him:let’sleaveit,ifthereisababywewilldealwith

it.Ifthereisnobabythenagainwewilldealwithit

Ibreathedoutloudly



Him:wewilltakeitasitcomes.Wesurvivedthusfar

so

HekissedmyforeheadandIrestedmyheadonhis

shoulder

***5YEARSLATER***

Her:mommyareweready

Iturnedtoherandlookedatmypreciousdaughter,

shereallyhasgrownandhasamouthfordays

Me:nowehaven’t

Thesefiveyearswentbyfastsincethepregnancy

scare.LuckilyIwasn’tpregnantandthisallowedus

tofocussolelyonourdaughter.Ireallylovedseeing

herhappy.MichaelandIhavebeenfightingabout

himcominglatefromworkandalsohewantsto

extendthefamilybutsinceIhavebeenworkingI

realisedthereismorethantobeingahousewife.I

havebeenonbirthcontrolsincebutnowtooksome

fertilitytreatmenttopleasehim…

Her:Iwanttoseedaddynow!

Me:Iknowthatiswhereweareheadingbaby



Shestoodupandfixedherdress.Ismiledlookingat

herbeingtheprincessthatsheis

Her:youknowdaddysaidhewillbeatchurch

waiting

Themake-upladycameinandstartedapplying

make-uponmyface

Her:Ihaveneverseendaddyatchurchbefore

Iclosedmyeyeslisteningtoher

Her:whydidyouchooseapinkdressmommy?

Me:yousaidyoulovedit

Her:Iloveitinanothercolour,Ilooklikeafairy

princess

Ichuckled,seemouthfordays

Me:isitabadthing?

Her:makeawish

Imotionedforhertomoveclosertome

Me:IhaveeverythingIcouldwishfor

Ikissedheralloverandshelaughed.Seeingherthis



happymakesmesohappy.Thedooropenedand

Carlywalkedinshewaswithhersoninatightsuit,

hewasafewmonthsyoungerthanLily.Yeahwe

bothdidn’tknowshewasfivemonthspregnant

whenwefoundLilyandwentonthedrinkingspree

Her:wearerunninglate

Lily:andyouarewearingpinklikeme.MommyI

wanttobelikeyou

Webothlookedateachotherandsmiled.Lilyis

somethingelse

Her:areyouready?

InoddedandstoopedupstrugglingabitbecauseI

feltheavyandnotatallsexy.Althoughwewere

fightingalot,IgaveupfightingandhereIamgetting

marriedandhavingourtwinboys.Surprise.

Me:letsdothis

Wewalkedoutandheadedtochurch…whenwegot

tochurchtheystartedanorchestraandLilywalked

inwithJamie–Carly’sson–andCarlywalkedin

withJohnfollowedbyJolieandherpartnerfinally



Francoandhiswife.Iwalkedinafterandthevenue

lookeddifferent,beautifulandbreath-taking.Lily

wasinherfather’sarmsandrefusedtobemoved

untilMichaelwhisperedinherearandshegiggled

gettingoffhimandhewinkedatmeasIwalked

towardsthem.ForasecondtheymademeforgetI

waswalkingdowntheaisle.OhGodit’shappening,

theweddingishappeningpleasedon’tmakemegive

birthrightnow…IamsoexcitedImightdropmy

childrenpleasejustdon’tmakemeruinmydress.

Pleaselovemeenoughtogetthroughthisday.I

stoodinfrontofhim,andheremovedtheveil

lookingintomyeyes.Heloweredhisfacetomyside

Him:youlookdashing,aremyboystreatingyou

good

HewhisperedinmyearandIsmiled

Me:Idon’tthinkIhaveanykidneysleft

Hechokedlaughingtryingtokeepcool.Welooked

attheofficiator.Hedidpromisemeaweddingbut

thiswasoverthetopthechurchlookedexpensive

withdiamondsdecorations.Wesaidourvowsand



atsomepointhedidcry,IswearIsawemotionsin

him.Wewenttoourreceptionareaslisteningtoall

thespeechesandwedanced,Isatdownwithhim

andwewatchedeveryonehaveagoodtime.My

motherwasinawheelchairbutshelookedsohappy

tobethere,shewasgettingbetter.Lilywasgluedto

herlikegum.IturnedtoMichaelandlookedathim.

Wereallyhavecomealongway…wehavereally

comealongway…helove/hatedmeandnowweare

MrandMr.Hemademestandupandsitontopof

himwhilehestuckhishandsundermydress,he

wassodiscreetaboutitandfinallyrestedhishands

onmybellywhilemykidorthebothofthem

betrayedmeanddecidedtoreactandmoveashe

brushedmybelly

Him:IloveyouAmeliaBolt

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Iturnedmybodyandwesharedakiss.Sodeepand

sopassionateweforgotpeoplewerehere,weforgot

aboutthewholeworlditwasjustustwo…two

differentpeoplewhofellinlovethingstoour

preciousLily



–Theend–


