
BOUNDBYFATE

Insert1

Thedrivebackhomewasveryquickandmy

legswerefeelingreallynumb.I'veneverhad

those3dayscyclesorlightflowandnoperiod

pains.Itsalwaysjustbeenaheavyheavyflow,

periodpains!AndIcouldgoonfor2weeks,yep

IhaveanirregularcycleandIjusthatethattime

ofthemonth.Itookashowerandhadsupper

andtuckedintomybed.

#AfterAFewHours

Emihle:Mom!Wakeup!

Imumbledandcontinuedsleeping

Emihle:I'mgoingtobelate!Wakeup

ShestartedjumpingonthebedandIwasvery

annoyed can'tIjustsleeppeacefully

Me:Emihle,stopit.OkayI'mwakingup.



Thesunwasshiningbrightlyandithurtmyeyes

abit.

Me:Haveyouhadyourbreakfast?

Emihle:YesandI'mreadyforschool,I'llbelate

ifyoudon'tgetupnow.

Me:What'sthetime?

Emihle:07:50andIhavetobeatschoolin

10mins

Me:Shit!

Istoodupandtookmycarkeys

Emihle:Youdidn'tevenshowerorwashyour

facemom

Me:Doyouwanttobelateforschool?

Emihle:No

Me:Thoughtasmuch.Besides,noonewillsee

me.

Irolledmyeyesatherandshelaughed,My



Emihlejustamazesmeeveryday,sheisvery

beautifulandhaslotsofhair,it'sverylong.We

alwaysfightwhenwehavetocombit I'mjust

gladshestillhasaneatlyplaitedcornrowsor

we'dbemuchmorelatethanthis.Igottoher

schoolanddroppedheroff.Icravedforsome

freshlybakedmuffinsanddrovetomuggn

bean.PeoplewerelookingatmeweirdlyandI

didn'tcare,Iwaswearingmyduck

socks,pyjamasandagown.Myhairwasalso

justamess.Igotmy6muffinspluscoffeeand

drovebackhome.IgotthereandZandywas

layingonmybedcomfortably.

Zandy:Iknewyou'dcomebackwithsome

goodies

Me:(yawning)Whatareyoudoinghere?Aren't

yousupposedtobeatwork?

Zandy:YesbutI'llbejustahourlatesonot

muchdamagewillbedone



Me:Makespaceforme.

Zandy:What'sup?Youlooklikehell,I'msure

thedevillooksbetterthanyoudo

Me:Shutup.Itsjustthattimeofthemonth.

Zandy:Ohsorry,you'llbestrong.

Weatethemuffinsandsharedmycoffeewhile

havingacrazyconversation,Zandyisjustthe

craziestoutofallmyfriends,followedbySneh.

Ihavetosay,BelindaandIaretheonlycivil

people,theothersarejustnuts

Zandy:Imustgonow,youshouldbath,get

somerest.I'llgetsomeonetobringyoulunch

andwhateveryouneed

Me:Makesurethere'smoremuffinsthere.

You'resuchasweetheart

Sheblowedmeakissandleft.WhatamIgoing

todonow Iscrolledtomybathroomand

tookonehotlongshower,Idon'tlikebathingin



abathtubwhenI'minthissituation.Ifixed

myselfupandworenewpairofpyjamas,and

wentbacktobed.Iswitchedoffmyphoneand

putitonthecharger.Tookmylaptopand

watchedamovie,watchingoneofmyfavorite

moviesIjustcannevergetenoughofit,No

StringsAttached.Idon'tknowhowmanytimes

I'vewatcheditbutitfeelslikethefirsteach

timeIwatchit.ItendedaftertwohoursandI

wasveryhungry.ItextedZandytellingherI'm

hungry.She'stheonewhoofferedtotakecare

ofmesoI'musingthisopportunity,itonly

comesonceinalifetimeespeciallyfrom

Zandy IwenttoEmihle'sroomandpackeda

fewtoysthatwereonthefloorandwentback

tomyroom,whenyousickandbored.Youjust

don'tevenkknowwhattodowithyourself

whenwillthisdayevenend?IthinkImightbe

lookingforwardtotonight'snightshift!Iwas

justlayingonmybedwhenNkosijustbardged



inmyroom,givingmesuchashock!

Me:NkosinathiMkhize!Areyoutryingtokillme?

Iscreamedandhejuststoodtherelookingat

me,Ialwayshearmyheartbeatracingwhenever

helooksdeepintomyeyes,Ijustlookaround

tryingtoavoideyecontactwithhim.

Nkosi:I'msorryforscaryingyou.

Hewalkedaroundmyroom,likehewas

inspectingit.Itsthefirsttimeheisinhere,he

openedthecurtinesandonewindow.Ijustsat

onthebedlookingathim.

Nkosi:Youweren'tansweringyourphone.

Me:Sorry,Iswitcheditoff.

Nkosi:Shesaidyou'reverysick

Me:Who?

Nkosi:Zandile

Me:Oh.



Nkosicanbesoweirdandscaryattimes.The

wayheislookingatmerightnow,itsmaking

meshitscared.Heisjustunpredictable,there's

justsomethingabouthimthatjusthassomuch

dignityandjustscreamsthatyoushould

respecthimandthatdemandingauraabout

him.Heisjustscaryyetsohandsome,heis

darkwithaneatlytrimmedbeard.Hiseyesare

brownandhisteetharejustsostraightand

white.Pureperfection.Ididn'tmeantostare

anddrooloverhimbutIcan'thelpmyself.

Nkosi:Getup,Ibroughtyoulunch.You'renot

goingtohaveithere.Igotoffthebedand

followedhimtothelounge.Myhouseisnotbig

anditsnotsmall,itsjustenoughformeandmy

daughter.Itsa3bedroomhousewith

2bathrooms,akitchen,pantryandlounge.Isat

downandhebroughtmeanandoschickenand

salad.IthankedhimandIatewhilehewas

sittingtherestaringatme,hemadeitso



uncomfortableformetoeatinfrontofhim,I

justdon'tknowwhatswithhimtoday

Me:Areyouokay?

Nkosi:Yes

Iwasdoneandhetookthetraytothekitchen

andcamebackwithpainkillersandabottleof

water.Itookthepillsandwewentbacktomy

room,Hetookachairandsatnexttomybed.I

wasn'tgoingtoaskhimwhyheisnotsittingon

thebedwithmecausethatwouldjustbeweird

andmaybehewouldn'tbecomfortablewith

that.

Nkosi:Yourmuffinsareinthefridge.ButIdon't

thinkitsgoodforyoutoeatsurgerythings

whileyou'resick.What'swrongwithyoubythe

way?

Me:Periods

Nkosi:Ohthat.



Inodded,thisisjustgettingtooweirdand

awkwardforme.Ijustdon'tknowwhat'sgoing

onwiththisguy.Heisneverlikethis,todayhe

isverydifferent.Maybeheishavingabadday,

maybeI'malsobeingaburdentohim.Idon't

knowwhyZandysenthimtobringmylunch!

Nkosi:Naye

Me:Mmmh

Nkosi:Getsomerest.Ihavetogo.

Hestoodupandputthechairbackatitsplace.

Me:Okay,Thankyouforlunchandthemuffins

Hewasbythedoorandheturnedandlookedat

me

Nkosi:Iloveyou

HeclosedthedoorandIwasleftstunned.He

hasn'tsaidthatin2years.Ithoughthehaseven

movedonandhadnofeelingsforme.Hestill

lovesme?IrantothefrontdooryetIwastoo



late.Hewasalreadydrivingoutthegate,Ifelt

thestingofmytears,threateningtocomeout

yetIheldthembackandtookadeepbreathe.

Wentstraighttothefridgeandtherewereabout

10bigmuffins,andthenhesaysIshouldn'teat

them.Hemustbeloosinghismind.Iwarmed

oneupandwenttotakemyphoneandcalled

Zandy

Me:Youbitch

Linda:Iguessyoudidn'tlikethesurprise

"Shedidn'tlikethesurprise!!"Zandywas

screamingatthebackground

Me:Belindayouwerealsopartofthisplan

Linda:ItwasZandyandNangamso'splan,not

mine.

Ngamso:Wethoughtitwouldbegoodyou

know

Zandy:Likewhowouldn'tlikehavingtobetaken



careofbyhulk,heissexyandyummysowe

thoughtyou'dbehappy

Ilaughedatthemandthatshecalledhimhulk.

Wecontinuedtalkingandlaughing,theyshould

behavingameetingbutihadtodisturb.

NangamsotookBelinda'spositionandBelinda

tookSiya'swhensheresigned.She'sbeen

doingwellforherselfandwealsodohavea

goodfriendshipwithher.Ichangedandworea

navydresswithslippersandwenttopickup

Emihlefromschool.Nomatterhowtiredorsick

Imaybe,itneverstopsmefromparenting.She

wasalreadywaitingformeoutsideandiwent

tohelpherwithherbagwhileshecarriedher

hockeystick.Sheenjoyshockeysomuchand

she'salsoloveswatchingrugby,asportIdon't

understandatall.

Emihle:Mommy,maywepleasegotothe

cinemaandhaveicecreamafterwards

Me:Okaybaby,you'llfirsthavetochangeand



thenwe'llgotopavilion

Emihle:Thankyou,Youshouldstopcallingme

babyI'mgrownnow

Me:You'llalwaysbemybaby,evenwhenyou

haveyourownchildren

Emihle:Whenareyouhavingmorechildren

mommy?I'mtiredofplayingalone

Me:ButyoudoplaywithLuthando,Thembelihle,

Juniorandthequads.

Emihle:Yesmom,butIdonthaveanylittle

sistersandbrothers,likeJunior.

Me:itwillhappenoneday,justnotnow.

Emihle:Okaymom

Wegothomeandshewenttoherroom,she

waslookingabitsadandIjustdidn'tknow

whattosaytoher.HowwillIevenexplaintoher

thatIcan'tjustbepregnantandhaveababy,I

don'tevenhaveaboyfriendforthatmatter.I



wenttoherandshewaslayingonherbed

crying

Me:ComeonEmihledon'tcry.Mommywill

haveababysoon,justnotnow.Ipromiseoncei

haveababy,you'llgettobabysitandplay

dollyhouseifit'saboy,you'llteachhimhowto

rideabike

Emihle:JustlikeUncleNkositaughtme?

Me:Yes,nowgetdressedandwe'llgowatcha

moviethatmoviewetalkedaboutearlier.

Emihle:Yey!I'llpickamovie

Me:Whateveryouwantbaby

Emihle:Mom!Stopcallingme"baby"

IlaughedatherandalsowenttochangesoI

canlooksuitableforthemall Iworeblack

pantsandabluetanktopwithblacksandals.

Sheworeabluedresswithblacksandlesand

webothgrabbedamuffin



Emihle:Thesetastegood,whendidyoubuy

them?

Me:Uhm..Earliertoday

Emihle:Somany

Me:Iknewyou'dalsowantone.Justdon'teat

themtonight

Emihle:Okaymom

Wegottothemallandshepickedamovie,yep

itsananimationmovie.Wewatchedforawhile

andIgotatextfromNkosi

Nkosi:"I'msorryabouttoday,areyouokay

now?"

Ijustdidn'tknowhowtorespondtoallthis.

Me:"YesI'mokay"

Hereaditanddidn'treply.

Emihle:Momdidyouseethat!!

Me:Yesthatwasawesome!



Idon'tknowwhatwasthatbutIlaughedalong.

IkeptcheckingmyWhatsAppbuttherewasn't

anyresponseback.Themovieendedandwe

wenttoSpur.Onourwayhomewebought

someicecreamandslushpuppies.I'mnota

hugefanofslushpuppiesbutIcouldn't

disappointedmyprincess.Wegothomeandit

was5pm,Ihaveonehourtogetreadyforwork.

I'mfeelingreallybetterandI'llbeabletowork

allnight.IcouldhearmyphoneringingbutIjust

didn'tknowwhereitwas.Iwaslookingforit

likeaheadlesschickenandIfinallyfoundit!

Me:Hello

Caller:Hi

OhitwasNkosi,Ididn'tevenlookatwhowas

callingme.

Nkosi:Youokay?

Me:YesI'mfeelingbetterandyourself?

Nkosi:Yes,MayIseeyou?IpromiseIwon'tbe



asawkwardasIwasearlieron.

Me:I'mgoingtoworktonight

Nkosi:I'lldriveyoutowork.

Me:Okaythan.Seeyousoon,myshiftstartsat

6pm

HedroppedthecallandIlaughedalittle.

Me:Emihle!Whereareyou?

Emihle:uhmthebathroom!

Icaughtherrunningtothebathroom

Me:Noyounot,Emihlewhatareyoudoing?

Sheshookherhead

Me:Turnaround

Shegiggledandherhandswerefullchocolate

andamuffin

Me:Itoldyoutostopeatingmuffins,

chocolatesandanyothersugaryfoods!



Emihle:Sorrymommy

Shestartedtocryandrantome,holdingme

withherhandsfullofchocolate.Yep!I'ma

mom,expecttobedirtyatanyminute

Me:Stopcryingnowandgotakeabath.Ilove

you

Emihle:iloveyoutoomom.Shekissedmy

cheekandrantothebathroom.

IguessIhavetochangeagain!Iworeablack

tightdresswiththesamesandals.

Emihle:Mom!UncleNkosiishere!

Me:I'mcoming!

Ilookedatmyselfinthemirroronemoretime

andiwassatisfiedwiththewayIlook ido

havetofixmyhairtomorrow.Igottothelounge

andtheywerehavingtheirownconversation

whilewatchingcartoons.Ismiledatthemand

tookabottleofwater.



Nkosi:Shallwe?

Inoddedandkissedmyprincess.

Me:Makesureyougotobedstraightafter

supper.

Emihle:Yesmom

Wewalkedtohiscar,hewasdrivinghisX6and

heopenedthedoorforme hecanbequitea

gentleman.IjustlookedoutthewindowandI

didn'tknowwhattosay

Nkosi:Wannapassbythegarage?

Me:Yesplease.

Nkosi:Letmeguess,youwantPoweradeand

bioplus?

Me:Gotthatright

Heparkedandwenttogetthemforme.

Nkosi:So,aboutearlieron.I'msorryaboutthe

weirdwayIbehavedandmaybeitcreepedyou



outcauseyounotreallyusedtoseeingmelike

thatandI'mreallysorry.Itwasn'tmyintention

tomakeyoufeeluncomfortable.

Me:It'sreallyokay,noneedtoapologize.And

yes,I'mnotusedtoyoubeingthatway.

Nkosi:WhatI'mnotsorryaboutistellingyou

howIfeel.Iknowitwasunexpectedbutitwas

real.

Istutteredandlookedathim,hewas

concentratingontheroad.

Me:Honestly,I'mgladyou..

Mywordswerecutshortbecausehe'sphone

ranganditwasfromhismom

Me:Youshouldanswerit

Nkosi:Ndlunkulu,MaMkhizeomuhle

Ilaughedathowhecalledhismom Iloveit

whensomeonehasagreatrelationshipwith

theirparents,itremindsmeofmyparentsand



therelationshipwehave.Itsreallysomething

specialthateveryoneshouldhaveachanceof

feelingthatlove.Wegottothehospitalandhe

wasstillonhisphone,heparked

Nkosi:Ma,I'llcallyouinafewminutes.He

endedthecalljustlikethat.Hereallydoesn't

giveyouanopportunitytosaysomethingback.

Nkosi:Sorryaboutthat,I'llpickyouup

tomorrowmorning.

Me:Youdon'thavetoIcanjustgetaliftorcall

acab.

Nkosi:Naye,i'llpickyouup.Justcallmewhen

yourshiftisover.Ismiledandgotoutthecar.

HewavedandIwavedbackasIwalkedaway.

Thesigningupagain!IneedtospeaktoAthi

aboutthis,itsveryannnoying
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Introduction

Nightshifts!Ireallyhateworkingatnight,that's



whenIgetmybeautysleep.8+hoursiswhatI

need.Icannotsleepduringthedayformore

than5hours,Ijustcompletelyfail.PlusEmihle

needshermommywhenshegetsbackfrom

school,sosleepingdoesn'thelp.Itrymybest

nottofallasleepwhileIworkatnight,Inever

forgettobuyPoweradeandbioplus.Ipacked

mybagandwenttocheckonmyprincessin

herroom,shewassleepingpeacefullyandIleft.

Thenannysleepsinaroomnexttoherssoshe

canbeclosertoher.IliterallycriedwhenEmihle

saidshewantstosleeponherownabouta

yearago,Ijustwantedmybabytostayababy,

butshe'sgrowing,toofastformyliking.Igotto

thehospitalandsignedbythereception,ihate

signingin.I'veworkedhereforyearsandIstill

havetosignin,suchabore.

Nurse:DrKhoza

That'sme MynameisNayeAyabongaKhoza.

A28yearold,amother,asister,adaughterand



agynecologist.I'mamothertomyoneandonly

princess,EmihleKhozawhois8yearsoldand

themostadorable,mosttalkactiveand

energeticchildI'veevercameacross.Sheisthe

onewhoownsmyheartandthereasonwhyI

wakeupandgotoworkeveryday.Havingherin

mylifehasmademegrow,Ihadheratayoung

ageandIdon'tregretit.Sheisthebestthing

thathaseverhappenedtome.Herfather

passedawaywhenshewasjustayearanda

fewmonthsold.Shedidn'treallyknowhimthat

muchbecausehewasalwaysaway.Hewasin

lovewithdanger,that'swhyhejoinedthearmy

justafterhehadcameoutofthenavy,that's

wherehemethisend.Hisfamilynever

acceptedmydaughterandiaccepteditand

didn'tbotherthem,Icomefromalovingfamily

andsheneverlacksthepresencesofanyone

thatbelongstothatfamily.Idon'thate

Ndumiso,IlovehimandialwayscrywhenI

thinkabouthim,andhowInevergottosay



goodbyeandburyhim.Theyneverallowedme

toattendthefuneralbutIwenttohisgravejust

afterhewaslaidtorest.Enoughaboutthesad

stuff.IcomefromaverylovingfamilyasI've

said.MyparentswhomI'mveryverycloseto,

my2bigbrothers,LwaziandLungeloandmy

sisterNomkitha,I'mthelastborn but

Nomkithaisjustolderthanmeby11months.

She'smarriedandstaysinCapeTownwithher

husbandand3babies MybrotherLwaziis

alsomarriedbutLungeloisstilllivinghislifeas

abachelor.Iamalsoastunningbachelorette

Singleandnotlookingforanyman.Iamshort,

tooshortformyliking.Iusedtobecalled

shortbaseinhighschoolandwaswellknown

forplayingnetball,whichwasweirdtomanybut

theydosaydynamitecomesinsmallpackages.

Don'tthinkI'mshortasthewomanonLittle

WomanLA,I'mwaytootallerthanthem let's

justsayI'mjustatadbitshortfora28yearold.



I'mgiftedintherightplaces,takingaftermy

verycurviousmom.Iwearsize34onthewaist,

yetIfindithardtofindjeansthataccomdate

myhips ihaveaflatstomachwhichI'vebeen

strugglingtomaintainforthepastfewdaysdue

tomyeatinghabitsandmyboobsarejustaC-

cup.Ifelttheneedtorushtothebathroomand

yup!Mothernaturedecidedtocomeforavisit.

Didithavetobetonight? Ifixedmyselfup

andwentbacktoworkwithahugesmileonmy

face.I'mabouttogodeliverababy,thiswoman

hasbeenscreamingsoloud,she'sbeingvery

dramatic.Igetthatshe'sinpainbuther

screamsaredeafening.Itwashardbutwe

finallydeliveredahealthybabygirl,she

remindedmeofthetimewhenIhadEmihle,she

wasthemostprecious,yetsosmalllittle

creature.IwasevenafraidtoholdhercauseI

wasafraidshewasgoingtoslipandfall.I

madeapromisetoheronthatdaythatI'dbe



thebestmothertoher,andIamtryingtobethe

bestmotherandfatherasIcanpossiblybe.

Beingasingleparenthasitsdays,it's

sometimesveryveryhard.Therearetimes

whereIjustsitandcrywishingIhadsomeone

tohelpmebutGodneverlet'smedown.Ihave

comeacrossmanychallengesandovercame

everyobstacle.I'vebeenbeatdownbutwokeup

muchstronger.Godhasbeenwithmeevery

stepofthewayandIknowhewillalwaysbe

theretoguidemeandprotectme.Hewillnever

givemechallengesthatarewayabovewhatI

canhandle.Throughprayerandtheloveand

supportIgetfrommyfamilyandfriends,Iknow

I'msecured.Myfriends,IhavewhatIcalltrue

friends.Iknowthatdoesn'texistinmany

peopleslivesbutGodgavemesisters.They've

beenwithmethroughitall,neverhavethey

turnedtheirbacksonme.They'vebeenwithme

onmyworstdaysandonthegreatestdays.I

appreciatehavingtheminmylife.Ihavelotsof



friends,guysandgirls,weareafamily.The

guyscameintoourlivesonenightwhenwemet

ataparty,they'vebeenaroundeversinceand

we'vejustbeenonehappyfamily.Westickwith

eachotherthroughthickandthin.Timeflies,

buttonight'sit'swalkingatapaceofatortoise.

Itsonlyjust11:45pmandIknockoffat6am,

thisisreallyonelongnightandmyperiodpains

aren'tshowinganymercy.Imlayingmyhead

downatmyofficeandfeelingmyeyesgetting

heavywhenAthibargesinwithouteven

knocking

Athi:Sleepingduringworkinghours

Me:Notagoodnight,amiloosingmyjob?

Athi:Youwillifyoudon'tgetthatprettyfaceup,

youlooklikeuglyBetty.

Me:UglyBettyisverybeautifulbutjustgeeky

soIguessIamlookinggoodrightnowbutjust

amess



Athi:ThenwhyissheuglyBettyifsheisn'tugly?

Ibetshelookslikeapig

Me:DoyouevenwatchuglyBetty?

Athi:Nop,Ialwayshearmysistertalkaboutit.

Me:Makessense.Whyareyouhere?

Athi:I'mworking.You?

Me:Duh,I'mworking.Ihatenightshifts.

Athi:Youdoknowyoudon'treallyhavetowork

Me:Ihaveababyandmyselftotakecareoffso

Igottadowhatagirlsgottado.

Athi:Youdohavesomeonewhocantakecare

ofyouwithoutyouhavingtowork.

Hesaidashestoodupandwinkedatme.I

threwapencilathimandhelaughed

"You'reFiredDrKhoza"hescreamed the

friendsikeepthough .Iknowverywellwho

heistalkingabout,itsNkosi.Idon'tevenknow



wheretobeginwhenitcomestoNkosinathi.He

is,heisamazing.Veryhandsome,withavery

goodheart.Heistallandbuff,hetakesgood

careofhisbody.We'vebeenfriendsforawhile

now,weclickedtheveryfirsttimewemet.He

hasconfessedhislovetomeandthewayhe

feelsaboutme,twicebutthatwas2yearsago.

I'mnotsureifhestillfeelsthesamewayandits

alljustmyfault,Ipushedhimaway.Honestly,I

didhavefeelingsforhimbutIjustwasn'tready.

AhugepartofmefeltlikeIwasbetraying

Ndumiso.ButnowI'mokay,I'mreadyphysically,

mentallyandemotionally.Problemis,itstoo

late.Hehasmovedonwithhislife,lasttimewe

hadaparty,hecamewithhisgirlfriendandto

methatwasaconfirmationthathewasdone

waitingupforme.AndIdon'tblamehim.That

night,hedidn'tevenlookatme.Ineverexisted

inhislifesoIjustacceptedit.We'rejustgood

friendsnowandhestillhasagreatrelationship

withEmihle.Otherthanthat,I'malsodonewith



myworkforthenight.Its4amandI'mreadyto

go,Ican'tstayforanother2hours,I'llsuffocate

andcollapse.

#NNBBF
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I'vebeenhavingareallylonglongnight,beenon

myfeetsinceIgothere.Thehospitalhasbeen

reallybusytodayandI'mjusthappyI'maboutto

gohome!Ineedtosleep.ItextedNkositelling

himtocomefetchme.Anursewalkedinand

saidIwasneededattheemergencyroom.A



ladywasshotandbleedingsomuch,andshe

waspregnant.I'venevercameacrosssucha

situation.Seeingsomuchbloodmademevery

emotionalandIjustcouldn'tholdbackmytears.

Werushedherinandgotthegoaheadto

deliverherbabybeforeanydamagehappensto

thechild.There'snowayshe'sgoingtogive

birthnaturally.

Athi:You'llbeokay?

Me:Yes.Let'sjustgetthebabyoutandthen

takecareofthemother.

Itwasachallenge,ittookus2hourstodeliver

thebaby.It'sababyboyanditsahugemiracle

thattheybothmadeitoutalive.Therewasjust

somuchbloodthereitfreakedmeout.Imust

sayI'mabittraumatizedbythis.

Me:Whereisthefather?

Nurse:Alsointheater,hewasshottoo.

Apparentlytherewasarobbery.



Me:Whodoessuchacruelthing?Werethe

criminalsarrested

Nurse:Ithinkso.Ididn'tgetthefullstory.

IwentbacktomyofficeandIfoundNkosi

sittingontheheartcouchwithhiseyesclosed.I

smiledandstoleapicture,iwentclosetohim

andheopenedhiseyes.

Nkosi:You'reback

Me:YesIam,sorryIkeptyouwaiting

Nkosi:Don'tworry,Athitoldmewhathappened.

Howisshe?

Me:They'reoperatingonhernow.Shewasstill

alivewhenIlefttheroomandthebabyisokay.

Nkosi:Howareyou?

Me:I'mokay,Ijustneedtorest.

Hehasbeenlookingrightintomyeyes,heis

reallydoingthatalotlately.Hetookmybagand

heldmyhand,Idecidedtojustlethimbeand



wewalkedtothecar,heopenedthedoorfor

meandIgotin.

#Nkosi

Themomentistartedthecar,shewasalready

fastasleep.Iputonherseatbeltandkissedher

forehead.Shelooksbeautifuleveninhersleep.

Idrovewithasmileonmyface,Ihardlyeven

smilebutwhenI'maroundher.Ijustdothings

thatIalsodon'tunderstand,allIcanreallysay

isthatshemakesmehappy,shemakesme

reallyhappy.Let'sdothisagainshallwe?My

nameisNkosinathiMkhize,29yearoldman

whoisanarchitectandownshisown

companies.Ihaveafamily,Idon'twanttosay

muchaboutthemcausethatsjustyetanother

complicatedstorybutIdohaveabrotherthatI

loveverymuchandwe'reveryclose.I'mthe

firstchildandIwishIwasn't.Idohavealotof

baggageandiwishthatIcouldmakeitallgo

awaybutitsnotthateasy.Myemployeessay



I'mverystrict,andscarybuthonestlyIbelieve

I'mthekindestmanonearthbutIjustdon'tlike

beingmessedwith.That'senoughforyouto

know,fornow.Idon'tlikebeinganopenbook,

sostickaroundsoyou'llknowmoreaboutme.I

carriedherandtuckedherinbed,shemumbled

somethingandIaskedthehelpertotakeoffher

clothesandmakehercomfortable.Thelast

thingIwantisforhertowakeupandthinkI

tookoffherclothesandsawhernaked.Though

Iwouldlovethesightofthat,butnotthisway.

Emihlecameinlookingbeautifulinherschool

uniform,she'sthecutestchildI'veeverseen.

Emihle:Momisasleep,shelookstired.

Me:Yessheis.I'llbetakingyoutoschoolsogo

finishup,packyourbagsowecango.

Emihle:Okay,thankyou.

ItookmycarkeysandkissedNaye'sforehead.

Me:I'lltakeEmitoschool.



Imnotusedtothiskissingontheforehead

stuffbutIlikedoingittoNayeitjustfeelslike,I

don'tknowbutitfeelsright.

Emihle:I'mready

Shesaidasshetookoutamuffininthefridge,I

warmeditupforherandputherbagsinthe

backseatwhileshemunchedandhoppedin

thecar

Me:Don'tmessyourself,youneedtolookclean

andneatatschool.

Emihle:Ihavesomethingtoaskyou

Me:Youcanask

Emihle:Sostudentandfatherdayiscomingup

thisFridayandmygrandpaalwayscomeswith

mewhileallthemyclassmatescomewiththeir

father's.NotthatIdon'tlikebringingmy

grandpa,Ilovehimdearly.

Buthecan'tplaysoccerandparticipateonthe



relaywithmesoI'dlikeyoutocomewithme.

Me:Thatwouldbefun,I'dlovetocomebutwe

mustaskyourmotherfirst.

Emihle:Ihopeshedoesn'tsayno.

Me:Ihopeso,butI'llgowithyouanyways.We'll

beintroubleafterwards

Shegiggledandwegottoherschool.Her

shoelaceswereuntied

Me:Tieyourshoelacesoryou'llfall

Emihle:Ican't,momalwaysdoesitforme.

Me:Come

Ibentdownandtiedoneshoewhileshowing

herhowitsdone.

Me:Nowtietheotherone

Shetiedandhuggedme

Emihle:Thankyouforteachingme.Itookher

bagsandwewalkedintheschoolgateheading



forherclass

Emihle:PleaseremindmomthatI'msleeping

overatThembelihle'stonight.I'llseeyouafter

schooluncleNkosi

Me:I'llremindher

Shesmiledandwavedgoodbye.Iwentbackto

mycaranddrovetomuggnbean.Ibought

10muffins,5blueberryand5chocolate.I'llput

theseinherfridgecauseI'veseenhowEmialso

likesthem.IdrovetoNaye's,whenIgotthere

shewasalreadyup,lookslikeshejustfinished

showering.

Naye:Youlikebargingin?WhatifIwasnaked?

WhatshesaidmademerealizethatInever

knock.

Me:Iforgotto,wellI'djustclosemyeyesand

smile

Naye:Likeyou'dreallydothat.



Me:Youneedtosleep,getenoughrestsoyou

cangetreadyfortonight.Emisaidyou

shouldn'tforgetthatshe'sgoingtoKamo's

tonight,sleepoverwithThembelihleand

Luthando.Youshouldpackabagforher,I'll

pickitupwhenIfetchherafterschool.

Naye:Youreallydon'thavetodoallthisNkosi,

plusI'msureyouhavetobesomewhere.

Me:I'mrightwhereIneedtobe.Ilookedather

andshesmiled.

Me:Youbeautiful

Okaywhat'shappeningtome?Iwasthinking

aboutitinmymindandIendedupsayingitout

loud.Shelookedatmeandsmiled

Naye:Thankyou

Me:Letmegiveyousomespace.I'llbegoingto

work.Seeyoulater.

#Naye



NkosihasbeengreathelpandImustsayIlove

havinghimaroundmoreoften.IguessI've

missedhimandthefactthatI'mfallingforhim

eachandeverydayjustmakesmewanthim

closetomeallthetime.Ismiledandworea

greyjumpsuitandslippers.Ipackedabagfor

Emihle,Iknowshe'llstaytheretheentire

weekendanddon'twanttocomebacksoi

packedextraclothes.Ineedtogodomyhair.I

textedSneh

Me:"Busy?"

Sneh:"Nope"

Me:"willbetherein2mins,we'regoingtothe

salon"

IgotintothecarandcalledNkosi

Nkosi:MaKhoza

Me:I'mgoingoutwithSneh,you'llcallmewhen

youonyourwaytomyhouse.I'llcomewithyou

whenwefetchEmihle



Nkosi:Okay.Drivesafely

Heendedthecall,NkosiisjustNkosi.Igotto

Sneh'sandshewasalreadywaitingforme.She

hoppedinandherhairwasjustalsoamess

Me:Iguessthegodsweretellingmeyou

neededtogotothesalon.Girlmyhairisway

betterthanthatbush.

Sneh:TellmesomethingIdon'tknow! You're

glowing?

Me:NoI'mnot

Sneh:Yesyouare!You'resobusted!Havingyou

beengettingsome?

Me:No! can'tIjustbehappyandallsmiley

Sneh:Youcan,andthere'sareasonbehindall

that.Tellmewhat'sgoingon.

Me:Nothingisgoingonreally,it'sjustthatI've

beenhappylatelyandbeenspendingtimewith

Nkosi,wellhisbeenaroundmorethanbefore



Sneh:Soyouguysarebacktobeingclose

unlikewhenyoujustdidn'ttalktoeachother?

Ortheresmoretoit?

Me:YeahwetalkingnowandI'mnotsureif

there'smoretoit.Theotherdayhetoldmehe

lovesmeandjustleft,Iranafterhimbutitwas

toolate

Sneh:Whatwereyougoingtotellhim?

Me:ThatIdolovehimtoo.

Sneh:Whyhaven'tyoutoldhim?

Me:I'mscared,maybeifhebringsitupI'llthen

tellhimbutfornowIjustcan'tblurtitoutand

tellhim.

Sneh:Igetyou

Ididlongbraidsandstyledthem,andshejust

relaxedherhair.

Sneh:LateLunch?

Me:Yeahlet'sgrabsomethingquickbefore



Nkosicalls

Sneh:I'mactuallywishingforpie,Ihaven'thad

itforsolong

Me:Pieitisthen

Webothgrabbedpiesandate.Wedroveback

andIdroppedheroff.Iwasspeedingonthe

roadcauseIknewI'dbelate.Nkosiwillbethere,

heisverypunctualanddoesn'tlikebeinglate.I

sawhiscarspeedingbehindmeandIdrove

faster.Iwasgigglingtomyself,hecalledandI

putitonspeaker

Nkosi:Iseeyouwannaracewiththebigguy

Me:ThinkIcan'tkeepup?

Nkosi:Youwon'tbeableto.Letthebestman

win.Ijustlaughed,hedidn'tdropthecallandI

wasn'tgoingtodosoeither.Icouldn'tseehim

anymore,Iincreasedmyspeedandsawhiscar

fromafardistance.Hetookashortcut!



Me:Hey!Youcheated!

Nkosi:Ididn'tknowwehadrules.

Igottomydrivewayandhewasalreadywaiting

formebythedoor.

Nkosi:IguessIwon

Me:No,Iwon.

Nkosi:ButIgothere5minsearlierthanyoudid.

Me:Causeyoutookashortcut

Nkosi:Okayfine,youwin.

Ijumpedupanddownlikeakidanddidmy

victorydance,IlearneditfromEmihle.He

laughedatmesohard,itsthefirsttimeIsee

himlaughlikethisinawhile.Ienjoyedseeing

histeethshow,hedoesn'treallyshowthema

lotyettheyjustsoperfect

Nkosi:Stopstaringandlet'sgo.

Me:IguessIcouldsaywehavesomethingin



common,youalsostarealotandit'screepy

Nkosi:Youcrazy,let'sgobeforewelate.You

don'twantEmitostartcryingthere.

Wegotintohiscarandhedroveoff.

Nkosi:Sheaskedmetogotothefatherstudent

eventwithher.

Me:What,whydidn'tIknowaboutthis?She

alwaysgoeswithmydad

Nkosi:Shetoldme.Notthatshedoesn'twant

togowithhimanymore,itsjustthathecan'trun

anddotherelayracewithherorplaysoccer.

Yourfatherisn'tgettinganyyoungerNaye

Me:Ishould'vethoughtaboutthat.

Nkosi:SoI'mgoingwithher,shesaidshe'llask

yousoI'mtellingyouthatI'mgoingwithher,

wellthat'sifyouhavenoproblemwiththat

HelookedatmeandInodded

Nkosi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?



Me:ItmeansthatIdon'tmind.Youcangowith

her.

Nkosi:ActlikeIdidn'ttellyou.

Wejumpedoffandsherantous

Emihle:Hello,momyoulookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou,excitedaboutgoingto

Thembe's

Emihle:Yes!yes!yes!Let'sgo!Mom,meand

uncleNkosihavesomethingtoaskyouplease

sayyes

Me:Dependsonwhatthatis.Youcanaskme

Emihle:CanuncleNkosigowithmetothe

studentandfatherevent?Sheaskedasshe

crossedherfingersandclosedhereyes

Me:Yeshecan,aslongashedoesn'tmind

Emihle:DoyoumindUncleNkosi?

Nkosi:NoIdon'tprincess.I'dactuallyreallylove



togowithyou,itsgoingtobefun.

Emihle:Canyouevenrun?

Nkosi:YesIcan.I'mnotthatold.

Me:AmIallowedtocomewatch?

Emihle:Nomommiesallowed.

WegottoKamo'sanddroppedheroff.

Nkosi:I'mgoingonadatetonight.

Ididgetabitjealouswhenhesaidthat.Idon't

knowwhybutIjustfeltlikeI'mgettingupset,

mycheekswereeventurningred.Ilooked

throughthewindow.

Me:Goodforyou.Who'stheluckygirl?

Ididntmeantoaskthatbutitjustcameout.

Nkosi:You

Ilaughedalittle,notbelievingwhathehadjust

said.Ilookedathimandhewasalsostaring

deepintomyeyes.



Me:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Nkosi:ThatI'mgoingonadate,withyou

Me:Butyoudidn'tevenaskme

Nkosi:ButIamtellingyourightnow

Ismiledandheparkedonmydriveway

Nkosi:I'llpickyouupat7pm,sharp.Don'tbe

late

Me:ButI'mworkingtonight

Nkosi:Itookcareofthat.Justgetready.

Me:YesSir

WesaidourgoodbyesandIrushedtothe

house,takingoutatuboficecreamand

throwingmyselfonthecouch.Itextedmygirls

onourWhatsAppgroup

Me:Emergency!!GoingonadatewithNkosi

tonightandIdon'tknowwhattowear!

Linda:Willbetherein10mins!



Theyalltextedbacksayingtheyontheirway

besidesKamo,she'sentertainingthekidsthis

weekend.Nextmonthitsmyturn,wealways

hostsleepoveronweekends,onceamonthfor

ourbabiesandwetaketurns.Mphoonce

hostedasleepoverforthemandourbabies

camebackasSpiderman's,thesugarrush!

Theyweresohyperactiveandallovertheplace.

Hehadbeenfeedingthemcandyallweekend!

Hedidn'tseeanyproblemwiththatbecausehe

thoughtthat'swhatyoushoulddoforkids

Dannycouldn'tevenwalk,hewassotiredthey

sworetheywereneverdoingthateveragain.It

wasgreatbecauseitgaveusachancetojust

gooutandhavefun.Zeewasthefirsttoarrive

andtheothersfollowed

Bee:Ifiguredwe'dallneedthis!Shescreamed

asshetookout2winebottlesfromherbag

Sneh:I'llgettheglasses!

Weallwenttomyroomandsatdownnearmy



closet

Siya:Soo,whereishetakingyou?

Me:Ihavenoidea.

Zee:Whatdidyousaywhenheaskedyou?

Me:Hedidn'taskme

Zandy:Mayeh!Sowecameherefornothing?

Dololo,don'ttellmeyoujusthaveafeelinghe'll

askyouonadate.Shesaidasshethrew

herselfonthefloor

Me: Noman,that'scrazy.Hejusttoldme

he'sgoingonadate,andhisgoingwithme.I

reallydidn'tevenhaveachoice.Itoldhimon

goingtoworktonight,hesaidhehassortedit

out.

Zandy:Yes!!Mmmhhemakesthingshappen!

Linda:UyaDemander (Hedemands)

Welaughedatherandcontinuedsippingonour

wine.



Me:Youladieswantmetobedrunkonourdate.

Siya:Wehavetolookforsomethingtowear,so

sincehedidn'ttellyouwhereyou'regoing.I

thinkyoushouldn'tbetooformalortoocasual

justabitofboth.

Sneh:Thatwouldwork,takethosetightjeans.

Zee:Thist-shirts,andyou'llneedapairofthese.

Linda:Andthis.

Me:Thankyou!Iwouldn'tevenhaveputthese

alltogether.

Theypickedgreyishjeans,abitwrippedonone

knee,blacklongsleevetightT-shirt,it'snotthat

warmandanavynosleevekneelengthcoat

withblackpencilheels.

Linda:Hurryweonlyhaveanhourleft.

Me:I'malmostdone.Iwastakingashower.

Zandy:MakesureyoushaveyourNana!We

don'tknowwhatmoreNkosinathiiscapableof



Sneh:Helookslikethetypewholikespinning

youonthewall

Me:Stopityouidiots!

Zee:What?It'strue.

Me:Youguysarejustdrunk.

Bee:Theysaythemosthonestpersonisa

drunkperson.Sowhateverwesayistrue.

WelaughedasIgotdressed.Iwasreadyyetso

sonervous,Icouldfeelmyhandssweat.Ineed

anotherglassofwine,onewasn'tenough.I

needtocalmmynerves

#NNBBF
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Insert3

Iwaswaitingthereanxiouslyandmyfriends

keptonlaughingatme.

Ntoko:He'shere!!

Zee:Damn,hispunctual.Rightontime!Not

evenaminutelate.

Zandy:Damn!Hisfine!

Siya:Youbothwearingnavy!

Heknockedandtheyallrushedtoopen,

remindingmeofthedaywewenttoopenfor

Lyanda weweregluedtothedoor.He

seemedshockedatfirstandthenhelaughed

Nkosi:Ladies

Hesmiledandtheyscreamed,you'dswearits



thefirsttimetheyseeingNkosi.

Hecameclosertomeandlookedatme

Nkosi:Youlookbeautiful.

HekissedmyforeheadandIgiggled

Me:Notbad,youlookhandsome

Nkosi:Itried Shallwe?

Me:Yes ,youmonkey'sgetoutsoIcanlock.

Bee:Oh,uhmwherearemyshoes.

Nkosi:You'realldrunk,youcan'tdriveatthis

state.

Ntoko:You'reverysmartNkosi,Ididn'teven

realizeIwasdrunk.Howdumbisthat!

Theyallscreamedandlaughed.Icouldn'thelp

butjustalsolaughandmakeavideooftheir

craziness.IsentittoKamo.Nkosicalledacab

forthemandthey'dfetchtheircarstomorrow.

Zandy:Byeee!!You'realifesaverNkosi.



Siya:Takecareofourbaby!

Zee:Havefun!

Theyshoutedasthecarleft.

Nkosi:Yourfriendsarenuts

HelaughedasIwaslockingthedoor.

Me:Yep! andtheyarethebest.

Nkosi:I'veseenhowyouguysloveandstandup

foreachother,I'veneverevenseeyoufight.

Me:Wehardlyeverfight,wedohaveourlittle

argumentshereandtherebutitendsinafew

minutes.They'relikemysisters.

Wegotintothecarandwedroveoff

Nkosi:IhopeyoulikewhereI'mtakingyou.

Whatareyouallergicto?

Me:Flowersespeciallysunflowers.Ijustcan't

deal!

Nkosi:Wow,sowhatdoesaguygetyouif



you'reallergictoflowers.

Me:Anythingjustnotflowers.

Nkosi:Noted.

Me:Whereareyoutakingme?

Nkosi:You'llsee

We'vebeenontheroadforquietsometime

nowandIdon'tevenknowwhereheistaking

me.Afteranother30mins.

Nkosi:Ihopeyou'lllikeithere.

Heopenedthecardoorformeandleadtheway,

honestlyI'venevereverbeentothisrestaurant

andIdidn'tevenknowitexists.Heopenedthe

carformeandIsatdown.

Me:Thisplacelooksreallybeautiful.

Itwasreallyreallybeautiful,ithadaperfect

view,therewasalakeandawaterfountain.The

breezewasfreshandeverythingaboutthat

placewassoothing.Awaitresscametousand



putabucketoficeandchampagneinit.She

fakedasmileandwalkedaway.

Nkosi:Wecangoseethelake,afterwehave

ourdinner.

Me:I'dlovethat

Hetookmyhandandkeptonrubbingit,itsent

shiversdownmyspineandmycheekswere

turningred,I'msuretheylookliketomatoes

now.HowIwishIwasn'tsolightincomplexion,

I'mwhattheycallyellowbonebutIactuallydon't

likebeingcalledayellowbone.Ifinditjustso,I

don'tknow,maybeIjustdon'tlike.Idon'tlike

howsocietyhasjustdecidedtogroupus

humansintothewaywelookallthatdarkbone,

caramelbone,yellowbonenonsense.Wefought

againstapartheidforareason,sowe'dbe

treatedfairlyanddon'tbegroupedaccordingto

ourraceorandthewaywelook.Justbecause

I'mlightincomplexiondoesn'tgiveanyonea

righttocallmeyellowbone.Mxmenoughabout



that,backtomyhandsomeguyrightinfrontof

me.YepIdidsay"My"

Nkosi:I'veknownyouforalmost4yearsnow,

butIdon'tknowyou,therealyou.Apartfrom

theyouthatIknowwhenwealltogether.

Me:Igetyou,sowhatdoyouwannaknow

Nkosi:Justthebasics,Iknowitshardto

explainyourselftosomeoneandtellthemhow

youare.Otherpeoplejustendupselling

themselvesyetwhenyougettoreallyknow

them,youfindthattheycompletelydifferent

fromwhattheysaid.

Me:That'strue,wellIamNayeAyabongaKhoza,

I'mamotherasyouknow.Iam28,okayabout

toturn29in4months.Myfavoritecolorisblue,

Ilovemuffins,lunchbar,pizzaandcaramelcake.

Ihatepeanutbutter,jam,olives,andI'mallergic

toflowers.IlovelookinggoodandI'mlazy.

That'sabouteverythingthatIcantellyou,the



restyou'llfindoutAstimegoesby.

Nkosi:Interesting

Me:Yourturn

Nkosi:WellI'mNkosinathiMkhize,29willbe

turning30inDecember.Idon'thaveafavorite

color.I'mjustmeandthat'swhatmattersand

that'sallyouneedtoknow.Stickwithmeand

you'llfindoutmore.

Me:Wow,nofavoritefoods?Likesanddislikes?

Nkosi:Ihavemanyfavoritefoodsandmany

likesanddislikes.ThoughIcantellyouthatmy

favoritepersonisyou.Hesaidashelaughedat

meandthewaitertookourfoodorders,shejust

hadabadattitudeandkeptonlookingatmein

abadway.Thefoodarrivedwithanotherwaiter,

thankfullyitwasn'tthatgirl.Weatein

comfortablesilencewithafewwordhereand

there.

Nkosi:Ilovethewayyouchew



Okaythatwasveryunexpectedandveryodd,

weirdandrandom.

Me:(giggles)Thankyou,whyareyoulookingat

thewayIchew?

Nkosi:Couldn'thelpbutlook,everythingabout

youjustamazesme.

Me:StopmakingmeblushNkosinathi

Nkosi:Ialsodidn'tknowIwascapableof

makingyoublush,seeNayeI'mnotreallyan

affectionateperson.I'mnotgoodatshowing

howIfeelorexpressingmyfeelings.Isuckat

writingpeoms,doingromanticthingsand

complimentingwomanbutforyou,I'dtryanyof

thosethingsjusttomakeyouhappy.

Ijustlookedintohiseyes,Idon'tknowhowto

respondtowhathejustsaidbutyoucouldsee

thatheisbeingveryhonestandsincere.

Me:Youcanneverchangeyourselfformebut

therearethingsthatyou'll...



Iwasdisturbedbythisgirlagain!Shebanged

thebillonthetableandNkosilookedather,he

waslookingveryangry.

Waitress:NkosinathiMkhize,youreallyhave

balls.Youbringingyoursluthere,whereIwork!

Youhavenorespectforme,youhaveno

respectforwoman!AfterallIdidforyou,you

justleavemelikesomerubbish!

Shewascausingascene,mostpeoplewere

nowlookingatus.Ilookeddownandtookmy

napkin,wipingmymouththengulpedonmy

wine.

Nkosinathi:Siwa,shutupandgobacktoyour

workbeforeIdosomethingI'llregret.

Siwa:Oh!Reallywhatareyougoingtodo?

Comeon,showhertherealyouandstoptrying

toimpressher!

Nkosi:Excuse,me.I'msorryyou'llhavetosee

this.



Hestoodupanddraggedherbythecheap

weaveshehadon,shewasscreamingthrough

hertears.

Siwa:Itwon'tbelongtillyouseethereal

Nkosinathi!Hewillsleepwithyouandthrow

youliketrash!Youwillremembermywords.

ThemanagerfollowedthemandIjustsatthe

andwastorturedbythelooksIwasgetting

fromeveryoneelse.Nkosicameback,hewas

fuming.HewasabitscaryItellyou,the

managerwasfollowinghimlikealostpuppy.

Hetookouthiswalletandthrewabout5or6

R200notes.

Nkosi:Let'sleave

Hesaidashetookmybagandheldmyhanda

bittooroughly.

Nkosi:Makesureshe'sfired!

ThemanagernoddedandIshookmyhead.He

waswalkingustowardstheparkinglot.



Me:Istillwanttoseethelake

Nkosi:Weshouldleave,thisisnothowI

plannedforthisnighttobeandeverythingis

justruined.I'mveryangryrightnowand

definatelynotthebestcompanyyouneedright

now.

Thistime,hespokereallyreallyfastandI

laughedathim.HelookedatmelikeIwas

crazy.Itookthecarkeysfromhim,openedthe

carandputmybaginandlockedagain.

Me:We'regoingtoseethelake,I'mnotasking

you.I'mtellingyou.

Iwinkedathimandleadtheway.Icouldfeel

hiseyeswereonmeandtherewasjustso

muchheavinessbehindme,youknowthat

feelingwhenyoureallyfeelthatthere's

someonelookingatyoubehindyou,yepthat's

howIfelt.

Me:Stoplookingatme,Idon'twanttotripand



fall.

Nkosi:Sorry.

WefinallystoppedandIbreathedinandout,I'm

notreallyapersonwholovesoutdooractivities

ornaturebutthislakewasreallybeautifulandI

feelinlovewithit.ItjustcalmsmedownandI

hopeitwilldothesameforthishulknexttome.

Nkosi:Iusedtosleepwithher,weweren'tina

relationshipandsheknew.

Me:Whatdidshemeanwhenshesaidyou

threwheroutliketrash?

Nkosi:Therewasatimewheresheneededa

placetostaysoIlethermoveinoneofmyflats.

TheyhavecamerasystemsandIsawshehad

beenbringinginmultiplemenandsleepingwith

themformoney.Likesheranabrothelthereso

Ithrewherout.

Me:Okay



Nkosi:Whyareyounotangry?

Me:WhyshouldIbe?

Nkosi:Wellmostwomenwouldbeangryand

goingcrazyifthishadhappenedtothem.She

humiliatedusandyou'resochilledaboutit.

Me:I'mnotmostwoman,plusit'snonofmy

business.

Ilookedathimandhenodded,hedidlooklike

hehadalotinhismind.Idon'treallygetangry

andboil,throwtantrumsandbeallcrazy,Ireally

can'tdothat.IbelieveI'mthemostrelaxed

personanyonewouldevermeet.ButwhenIdo

getangry,youmustknowthatyou'vereally

pushedit.AndIreallydon'tlikethewayIam

whenI'mangry.That'swhyIchoosetojust

breathewheneverIfeelmytemperrising.

Me:Wannagetoutofhere?

Nkosi:Yes.



Me:Dude,relax!Whathappenedthereisover

nowandforgotten.

Ilaughedathimandwalkedtothecar,thekeys

werestillwithmesoIthrewthemathimandhe

didn'tcatchthem.

Me:Butterfingers

Nkosi:Ijustwasn'texpectingit.

Me:Lameexcuse.

Helaughedandwedrovebacktomyhouse.

ThedrivebackwasquickerandImemorized

theway,I'llbedefinatelytakingmygirlsthere

oneday.HeparkedonmydrivewayandIwas

actuallysadthatthisnighthascometoanend.

Nkosi:Iguessthisisgoodbye

Me:Yepitis,ireallyhadfuntonight.Nevermind

whathappened,butIreallyenjoyed.

Nkosi:I'mgladyoudid.

Me:Nkosinathi



Nkosi:Ayabonga

Ilaughedathimabitandsmiled

Me:Makesurethatgirlkeepsonworkingthere,

wewouldn'twanthertogobacktosellingher

bodyjusttomakemoney.

Nkosi:ButNayeIcan'tdothatshe....

Icuthimoff

Me:Sheneedsherjob,whatifshehasababy

totakecareof?Justthinkaboutthatandmake

sureshedoesn'tlooseherjob.

Hehuffedandgotoutthecar.Hecamebymy

sideandhuggedme.Thehugturnedintoone

lovelypassionatekiss.Wewerebothbreathing

heavilywhenwebrokethekiss.

Me:Goodnight

Nkosi:Goodnight

Ikissedhimonemoretimeandwentinsidemy

house.Ileanedagainstthedoorandletouta



littlescream.Iwasveryhappy Ifeltlikea

littleteenagergettingherfirstkiss!

Me:Naye,breathe.

Ithrewmyshoesonthefloorandwenttomy

room,tookoffmyclothesandworemynight

dress,itsblack,silkandtightplusitsshortandI

loveit.Iwenttothefridge,tookoutacupcake

andwarmeditup,notthatI'mhungryor

anythingbutIjustwannaeatit.Itookmyphone

andthereweresomanytextsfrommyfriends

askingwhereamIandwhathappened.Ireplied

"Agirldoesn'tkissandtell"Igotatextfrom

Nkosi"Imissyoualready"

Me:"Imissyoutoo"

Nkosi:"Pleasecomeover,Icanfetchyou."

Me:"Noneed,i'lldrivetoyourplace."

Nkosi:"BeSafeandDrivecarefullyNaye"

Me:"Yesdad"



Iquicklytookmycarkeys,lockedanddroveto

hisplace.IhadthissillysmileonmyfaceandI

stoppedbytheSasolgarageandboughtmyself

somePowerade.Ikeptgettingsomewhistles

fromthementhereandIdidrealizeI'mstillin

mynightdress!Whydidn'tIchange?!

IgottoNkosi'sandthegateopened,I'mstill

justalwaysamazedabouthowhugehis

mansionis.Hewasalreadywaitingformeby

themaindoor.

Nkosi:Uhm,comein

Idon'tknowwhybutallofasuddenIwasjust

sonervous.Iwenttoloungeandhewas

followingbehindme,Iwasjustcarryingmy

phone,carkeysandpowerade.

Nkosi:Wannawatchamovie,sitandtalk,sitby

thefireplaceor?Whatdoyouwannado

Me:Justsitbythefireplaceandtalk

Hesetupwhereweweregoingtositandtook



myhand.Welayeddownandwaslookingon

theceiling,I'veneverreallynoticedthatthere

weredesignsontheceiling.

Nkosi:Naye,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Helookedatme,he'seyeswerealloutandlike

hedidn'tbelievewhatIhadjustsaid.

Me:IloveyoutooNkosi,andImeanit.He

smiledandheldmyhand

Nkosi:AsIhadsaidearlier,I'mnotgoodwith

words,I'mnotaffectionatenorromantic.I'm

justmeandIcannotbesomethingI'mnot.Ican

beajerkattimes,imakemistakesandhonestly

Iamjustamess.Therewillbetoughtimes

betweenusandIjustneedtoknowifyou'll

stickaround.Thatyou'llalwaysbewithmeand

bymyside.

Me:okaywait,doesthatmeanwe'retogether?

Liketogether



Nkosi:Yes.

Ismiledandnodded

Me:Yes.I'llstickbyyou.Ialsowanttoknowif

you'llbebymysideatalltimes

Nkosi:Iwill.WheredidyougetthatPowerade?

Me:PassedbythegaragewhenIwascoming

herewhy?

Nkosi:Andyouwereonlywearingthis?

Me:Yes

HeclearedhisthroatandlookedatmelikeI

wasn'tgettingthepicture,honestlyIreally

wasn't.

Me:What?

Nkosi:Idon'twantothermenseeingwhat's

mine,that'sall.

Ijustlaughedathimandmademywaytothe

kitchenandhewasfollowingme.



Me:IknowthewaytothekitchenNkosinathi

Nkosi:Iknow,Ijustdon'twantyououtofmy

sight.YoulookverysexyNaye

Me:Thankyou.

Itookoutsomestrawberriesandchocolate

syrup,whenIturnedhewasrightbehindme.He

tookwhatIwascarryingandputitaside.He

carriedmeandputmeonthekitchencounter.

Hekissedmyneck,dude!That'smyweak

spot! hewascaressingmythighsand

makingmefeelallsortsofbutterfliesinmy

tummy.Wekissedforawhileandhecarriedme

backtothefireplace.Iwasveryhesitantabout

himcarryingme,Iamabitofabiggirl.

Nkosi:Don'tworry,Iwon'tletyoufall.

Me:Itrustyou

Nkosi:Thankyou,andIwon'tbreakyourtrust.



#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleaselikeshareandcomment

Mentionfriends,helpothersaccessthepage.

#LetsGrow

Insert4

ItsbeenamonthsinceNkosiandIstarted

dating WellIhavenowaytodescribehow

thingshavebeen,youknowwhenyou'vecraved

forsomethingfordaysandwhenyoufinallyget

it,thefeelingyougetwhenyouhaveyourfirst

scoopoficecreamorfirstbiteofwafflesfilled

withchocolatesyrupandwhippedcream,now

that'sthefeelingI'mtalkingabout!Thingshave

beengreat! We'vebeenseeingeachother,he

comesoverbitneverspendsthenight.Ispend

thenightathishousethough,I'veaskedhim

whyhedoesn'tspendthenightatmyhouse



andhejustsayshewillneverdothat,its

disrespectfulandamanshouldneversleepina

woman'sbed/housewhichIfindnoproblem

withitbutthere'snothingIcandoaboutthat

Hesometimesfetchesmefromworkifheisn't

busy,hecallseveryhoursayingheisjust

checkinguponmeandhetriestoberomantic

andall,there'sthisonetimehewrotemealove

note,itmademelaughsomuch.Welltheaim

wastomakemelaugh,causewhowriteslove

lettersatthesedaysandage?Heistoooldfor

lovenotes andheinsistedthatIwroteone

back.Theywenttothefatheranddaughter

eventatEmihle'sschoolandEmihlecouldn't

stoptalkingaboutthatday,shewasamazedby

howfastNkosicanrun.I'veneverseenherso

excitedandtheywon3races,tookpicturesand

wentforicecreamandburgersafterschool.

Theygetalongverywell,it'salwaysafearforus

singleparentstobeinasrelationshipbecause



youalwayswonderhowitaffectsyourchild

evenintroducingsomeonenewtoyourchildis

ahugestep.I'mluckythattheygotalongso

wellevenbeforeNkosiandIwereanitem.I

knewshesuspectedsomethingwhenevershe

caughtuskissingandI'djustlaughather,today

isSaturdayandI'llbespendingthedaywithher

andtalkingtoher,Ihavetoknowhowshefeels

aboutourrelationship.I'mswayingmywayin

thekitchenmakingbreakfast,Imadesure

pancakesareonmymenu.Nkosiwillcome

fetchhisbreakfastandleaveus.Hedoesn'tlike

thathewon'tbespendingtimewithmetoday

butheunderstands.Healsodidtellmetonever

neglectmychildandhisright,mybabyismy

numberonepriority,shecomesfirst.I'drather

looseeverythingelsethanloosingmyoneand

onlydaughter.Ipackedhisbreakfastandcalled

himtocomefetchit.IwenttolookinEmi's

roomandshewasstillfastasleep.Iheardthe

carpulloverandIrushedtothekitchenand



tookthelunchbagpackIpackedhisfoodin.He

openedthecardoorandIwentin.

Me:Morning

Ikissedhischeekandhejustlookedatme

blankly.

Nkosi:Youlookbeautiful.

Hejustalwayssaysthatrandomlyandeach

timeseemslikethefirst,Icannevergetenough

ofit.Itsjustthewayhesaysit,itmakesmefeel

hotdownthere

Me:ThankyouNkosinathi.Wellihopeyou'll

enjoyyourbreakfast,Imustgonow.

Nkosi:Already?butIjustgothere.

Me:Iknow,EmihleisabouttowakeupnowsoI

havetobethereorshe'llpanickifshedoesn't

findmeanywhereinthehouse.

Nkosi:Icanalsojoinyou,justforbreakfastor

takeyouguyswhereveryouwanttogo.



Me:Itsagirlsday

Hejustlookedatmeblankly,itsreallyhard

tryingtofigureouthisemotionsjustbylooking

athisface.Hekeepsastraightfacemosttimes.

Nkosi:I'llmissyouguys

Me:We'llmissyoutoo nowstopsulking,it

doesn'tsuityou.Helaughedatmeandwe

kissed.Iwentovertohisseatandsatonhim.

Heopenedmylegsandkeptongrabbingmy

butt,hewaskissingandbitingmyneckI

couldn'thelpbutletmymoansescape.

Nkosi:Yourmoansdrivemecrazy!

Hesqueezedmyboobsandputinsertedtwo

fingersinmyveejayjayandpounded.Thethings

hedoestomybody! ijustcannotexplain."I

havetogo"Imumbledandhepoundedharder

andquicker,whilekissingandbitingmyneck.

HestoppedandIsighedthenkissedhimone

moretime.



Nkosi:ThethingsI'lldotoyouNaye.You'llpay

fordrivingmethisinsane.Ilaughedathimand

gotoutthecarwhilefixingmyself.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

HespankedmybuttandIlaughedathimand

watchedashedroveoff.

Emihle:Whowasthat?

Shealmostgavemeapanicattack,Iwasstill

daydreamingandshefrightenedme.

Me:ItwasuncleNkosi.Hehadtofetch

something.Gowashyourfacesowecanhave

breakfast.SherantothebathroomandIdished

upforus.Wesatonandate.

Me:DoyouloveuncleNkosi?

Emihle:Yes!Heisthebest

Me:Okay



Emihle:Whyareyouasking?

Me:Just,wellitsbecauseuncleNkosiandIare

inarelationshipandIjustwantedtoknowif

you'recomfortablewiththat.

Emihle:Oh,ifyouaskingformypermission

thenokaymotherdearest.AndyesI'm

comfortablewiththat,justdon'tkissinfrontof

me.Kissesaredisgusting!

Shepulledadisgustedface,sometimesijust

don'tbelievemydaughterisjustgoingtoturn

8years.Sheknowstoomuchforsomeoneher

ageandshe'sgrowinguptoofast.

Emihle:Ihaveaquestion

Me:Ask

Emihle:DoesthatmeanIcanfinallycallhimmy

father?

Ialmostchocked,idrankwaterandlookedat

her.Ineverthoughtshe'dwanttocallhim



father.

Me:Uhm,Iguessso.Wellyes.Doyouevermiss

yourfather?

Emihle:Idon'treallyknowhimmomsoIhardly

misshim.ThoughIdoalwayscreateapicture

ofhiminmymind.ThepictureIhaveofhim,he

wasyoungsoI'msurehewould'vechangedby

now.

Me:Gotakeabathandwe'llgovisithim.

Emihle:Really!

Me:Yesbabygirl.

Ihaven'tbeenthereinawhile,thelasttimeI

wenttherewasayearago.Thedriveislongbut

worthit.Idon'tknowwhybutIjustfeellikeI

needtotalktohim,thoughIwon'tgeta

responsebackbutIjustneedthisandEmihle

needsittoo.Ichangedintoalongdress,puta

scarfovermyshouldersandtiedupmybraids.

Shewasalsowearingalongpinkdressandhad



adoekonherheadandIlaughedatherand

shookmyhead.WegotintotheandIsighed,I

wasalreadyfeelingnervous.

Emihle:Weshouldbuyflowerstolayonhis

tombstone.

Me:YouknowI'mallergictoflowers

Emihle:That'swhywe'regoingtobuyartificial

flowers

Me:Oh

Weboughttheflowersanddrovesilently.I'm

sureshecouldseeIjustneededsilence.Ireally

lovedNdumiso,hewasasweetheartandhe

ownedmyheart.That'swhyIfeltguilty

wheneverIthoughtofNkosinathi,itwouldreally

feellikeI'mbetrayingNdumiso.Heloved

adventure,helovedtakingrisksandlivinglife

thewayhewantedto,todothingsnoonehas

everdoneandheloveddanger.Hewashumble,

andhelovedme,hereallydid.After2hoursof



drivingwefinallyarrivedatthecemetry.We

walkedtohisgraveitwasabitdirtyandwe

cleaneditup.

Emihle:Hellodad,itsEmihleyourdaughter.

Mommysaidweshouldcomevisityou,Iwas

soexcitedanditwasevenhardtodecidewhatI

wasgoingtowear.ButIknowyouwon'tsee

whatI'mwearingandmaybeyoucan'teven

hearme.IloveyouandIknowyoulovedmetoo,

Ihopeyoustilldo.

Me:He'llalwaysloveyou.

Shenoddedandcontinued

Emihle:IwishIknewyou,IwishIremembered

howyoulaughedorhowyoucarriedmeandput

metosleep,momsaidyouwereaterrible

singer.I'mdoingwellatschoolandIlove

running,watchingrugbyandswimming,justlike

youdidwellbesidestherugbypartcausemom

tellsmeyouwerecluelessaboutthatsport.



There'sthisawesome,lovingandcaringguy

thatlovesmomandmetoo,Ilovehimtoo.He

takesgoodcareofmommyandIandI'dloveto

callhimdaddybutI'mscaredI'llscarehimoff.

Youdon'tmindright?I'vealwayswantedtocall

himdaddy,hehasreallybeengoodtomeandI

talktohimabouteverything!Iloveyoudad,

you'llalwaysbemynumberone.

Iwassittingtherelisteningtoher,Ididn'tknow

shecouldspeaksuchwords.IhadtearsandI

clearedmythroat

Me:Ndumiso,shesright.We'llalwaysloveyou.

I'vespentmylifeholdingontoyouandhoping

you'dcomeback,atfirstIwasangryatyoufor

goingtothearmyandloosingyourlife.Butyou

dieddoingwhatyouloved,itssadthatithada

brutalending.Andyes,there'samaninmylife

andIlovehimandIwanttolovehimwhole

heartedlywithouthavingtofeelguiltyofthatI'm

betrayingtheloveweshared.Itwasboundto



happen,I'mstillyoungandonedayIwanttobe

marriedandhaveafamily.Ineedyoutoletme

goandI'llbeabletomoveon.Iguesscoming

hereIjustwantedtotellyouabouthim.Yesyou

ownedmyheart,butitstimeIhandeditoverto

him.He'lltakecareofit,don'tworry.Itrusthim

andIknowyouknowheisagoodguy.Hewas

withyouinthearmy,withhisfriends.Youall

escapedtogetherbutyouwereshot,henever

leftyoutherecausehehasagoodheartand

caresforyou.Wemetandhefellinlovewith

me,Ifellinlovewithhimtoo,Ididntknowhe

knewyoutilltheytoldthestoryandIconnected

thedots.Wewereboundbyfate,wewere

meanttofallinlovewitheachotherandiffeels

good,wheneverI'mwithhimitfeelssogood.I

feellovedNdumisoandIdohopethatyou

knowheisn'ttheretoreplaceyoubuthecan't

sharemyheartwithanothermannorcanhebe

secondbest.Helovesourdaughterandtreats

himlikehisown.Iknowwe'reingoodhands



andIdohopewehaveyourblessings.We

broughtyouflowers,theyartificial.Your

daughterinsisted,andshehasadoekonher

head,Idon'tknowwhy.She'sverydramatic,and

shetakesafteryou.Asmuchasyoudeniedthat

youweredramatic,webothknowthetruth.And

sheloveshavingaeroswithpeanutbutterjust

likeyoudid.Andyes,shelicksherhandslike

youdid.

Itstartedtorain,outoftheblue.Thesunwas

stilloutthough,Iguesssomeluckymonkeys

aregettingmarried.

Me:Let'sgo.GoodbyeNdumiso

Emihle:ByeDaddy.

WegotintothecarandIdrove.

Emihle:Youhave9missedcallsfromNkosiwith

aHEARTnexttoit

Me:Didyouhavetoemphasizethat?Callhim.



Shelaughedandcalled

Nkosi:Ayabongawhyhaven'tyoubeen

answeringyourphone?

Me:Hellotoyoutoo

Emihle:Heeeeeey

Helaughedandtheyhadtheirown

conversationwithEmihlewhileIdrovecarefully.

Nkosi:Nayeareyoudrivinginthisrain?

Me:Uhm,yes.

Nkosi:Drivecarefully,I'llbewaitingforyou.I'm

atyourdriveway.

Me:We'lltakeawhiletogetthere.Bye

Iswitchedoffmyphonebeforehecouldask

manymorequestions.

Emihle:Areyouokaymom?

Me:BetterthanI'veeverbeen

Ittook3hoursforustogethomeduetome



drivingslowlyandtraffic.Ionlyspedonthe

freewayroad,iparkednexttoNkosi'scarand

hequicklycameoutwithanumbrellaforus.We

gotinsidethehouseandEmihlewenttochange.

Nkosi:Wheredoyoucomefrom?

Me:WewenttoMarburg

Nkosi:YoudrovetoandfromMarburginthis

rainNaye?Whydidn'tyoucallme?

Me:Yes,butitonlyrainedwhenwecameback

plusthesunisshinningbrightly,thereisn't

heavystormsorthunder.WewenttoNdumiso's

grave.

Henoddedandmadehimselfcomfortableon

thecouch,Isatnexttohim.

Me:Itoldhimaboutyou,thatItrustyouandI

loveyou.ItoldhimhowIfeelsafewhenI'm

withyouandIknowyoulovemeandmy

daughter.Iknowthatyou'lltakecareofus.I

askedhimtoletmegoandIguessIjust



neededclosureandtojustallowmyselftolove

youwholeheartedlywithoutfeelingguilty.

Nkosi:Idoloveyoutoo,andIloveEmihleas

muchasyouloveher.Idon'twantyoutofeel

pressuredoffeelthatyouhavetocompletely

forgetaboutNdumiso.AndIdon'twanttobe

hisreplacement,IwantyoutolovemeforwhoI

amandI'lldothesame.Iknowwe'llhavetough

times,everycoupledoesbutwe'llgothrough

them.Idon'twantustofightandscreamatthe

topofourvoices,wheneverwehaveproblems

wetalkaboutitpeacefully.Wehaveachildto

takecareofandshedoesn'tneedtobehearing

usshoutingandfighting,itwon'tsetagood

exampleonher.Andfromnowonwards,you

tellmewhereyougoinganddon'tdrivetofar

placeswithoutmeknowing.

Me:YesSir

Helaughedatmeandwekissed



Emihle:Mom!!!Argh!Disgusting.Shecovered

hereyesandlaughed.

Nkosi:Itsgoodthatyouhaveyoureyes

closed PackabagEmi,you'resleeping

overatmyhouse

Emihle:Yey!There'sthismovieIwanna

watch

Shesaidassherantoherroom

Nkosi:Samegoesforyoumylady.

Me:Iwasn'ttoldaboutthat

Nkosi:ButnowI'mtellingyou.Nowgetyour

fineasstothatroom,plusthisdresslooks

amazingonyou.Iwouldn'twanttowrippitoff.I

laughedathimandhewenttohelpEmihlepack.

NkosiandIhaven'thadsextogetheryetandI

don'tknowwhy,I'malsoinnorushforit.Zandy

didn'tbelievemewhenItoldherthis,Snehalso

hassomeweirdsceneriosinherheadaboutme

andNkosimakinglove,shedoeshaveafantasy



ofhavingsexinthepool.Itssomethingthat's

onhertodolist shesays.Welockedupand

wenttoNkosi's.

Me:Ijustwannalaydownandrestforawhile.

I'mtired

Nkosi:You'lldothatwhileEmihleandIwatch

movies.Wannaorderfood?

Emihle:Yesplease.

Nkosi:Let'sfirstputtheseinyourroom

Emihle:Ihavearoomhere?Yey!Ihaveanew

room,whichmeansInowhavetworooms!

WelaughedatherandfollowedNkositoher

newroom.Itwasbeautiful,decoratedwith

Emihle'sfavoritecolorsandhadherpictureson

thewall.

Emihle:Thisisbeautiful! sherantoNkosi

andhecarriedher.

Emihle:ThanksDad,Iloveit.



Helookedatmeandsmiled.

Nkosi:I'mgladyouloveit,MyDaughter.
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#Nkosi

Itsbeenwonderful,I'mlearningmoreabout

Nayeandnewthingsaboutme.Beingwiththis

wonderful,amazing,kindandgentlewoman

justmakesmecrazy,shelovesmeandIlove

her.ThatssomethingI'vehardlyevergotbefore.

SomethingIdon'tknow,Ididn'tknowhowit

feelstobeloveduntilImether.I'mlearning

aboutcommitmentandbeingallaffectionate.



Sofar,sogood.I'veneverbeeninacommitted

seriousrelationship.I'vejustbeenameanfuck

boywhodoesn'treallyhavefeelings.Ijusthope

Idon'tscareheraway,thatshedoesn'tleave

mewhenshefindsoutthetruthaboutme.I

don'tknowwhenwillbetherighttimetotellher

buteventuallyIwill.Theysaythere'snevera

righttime,youshouldjustgoforit.Butinall

honesty,I'mafraidI'mgoingtolooseherjust

whenI'vefoundher.She'severythingIneed,

andIcan'tlooseher.IhopeIfindthecourageto

tellhersoon.Don'tworry,there'snothingwrong

withmymanhood,itworksperfectly.AndI've

beenfindingitveryhardtokeepMkhizedown,

Naye'sbodyisoffperfection Iamaman,of

causei'lllookatthatasseverytimeandchance

Iget.There'snoreasonbehindusnothaving

sexyet,Ijustfeellikeitwillhappenforitself,I

don'twanttorushherintosex.Shehastobe

ready,physicallyandemotionally.Shetoldme



she'sneverhadsexafterNdumiso,she'sbeen

closedforawhile.Shejustopenedupandlet

goofNdumiso,Ican'tberushingherand

gettinginbetweenherthighs.She'sbeen

sleepingforawhilenow,Emihlehasalsofallen

asleepwhilewatchingthesecondmovie.Iput

herintoherbedandsmiled,todayshecalled

medad itfeltsonaturalandIwasveryhappy,

she'smydaughterasmuchasshe'sNaye's.I

loveherandI'mhappyshe'scallingmedad.I

don'thaveachild,butbeingafathertoheris

somethingI'dlove.NowIsay,Iamafather.

Maybethey'llbehungrywhentheywakeup,I

coulddosomethingspeciallikecooking,

problemis,ican'tcook.AndI'mnotgoingto

startnow,that'sreallyonethingI'llneverdo,

cookingisn'tmythingatall.Itoldmychefto

preparedinner,IhardlyevercallhimbuttodayI

needhim.HearrivedafterafewminutesandI

lefthimdoinghisthinginthekitchen,goingup

tomyroom.NayewasinthebathroomandI



threwmyselfonthebed.Shecameout

wrappedinatowellookingstunning.Shereally

hasagoodcurvybody.

#Naye

Me:Stopstaring

Nkosi:ican'thelpmyself.

Ilaughedathimandwenttothecloset,Ihave

putsomeofmyclothesinhere.Thisguyhasa

walk-inclosetyethedoesn'tuseitproperly.

Justonesideofitisused,notevenfilledupand

heownstoomanysneakersandIlovethemall,

mostofthemaren'tmysize.Isatdownand

lookedatsome

Nkosi:What'stakingyousolong?you'vebeen

intherefortoolong.

Me:Lookingatyoursneakers,Ilovethem.

Nkosi:Takesome,justnotthepairsonthetop



shelves.

Hesaidashecametositnexttomeandhe

keptonlookingatme.

Nkosi:You'renotdressed.

Iwasjustwearingmyunderwear(thongandbra)

Me:Iwasgoingtogetdressedbutthesebabies

caughtmyeyes.Youneverwearthese

Nkosi:Ijustlikehavingthemthere.

Me:Theystillhavepricetags!

Nkosi:Yes

Me:Wow

Ireallylovedhiscollection,Istoodupand

walkedaround.Istoodtherenotknowingwhat

towear

Nkosi:Soo,willyougetdressednow?

Me:Yes.Ijustdon'tknowwhattowear.

Nkosi:Thebluemaxidress.



Me:Thankyou.

Nkosi:I'llmeetyoudownstairs.

Me:Helpmewiththezipplease

Hehesitatedabitandcamecloserbreathing

heavily.Histouchmademeshiver,heclosed

thezipperandcameclosertomyneck,Icould

feelhisbreath.Hekissedmynecksoftly,

kissing,biting,kissing,biting.Iclosedmyeyes

ashesqueezedmybreasts.Hishandsallover

mybody.Iwasgettingweakerandweaker,he

tookofmydress,turnedmearoundand

watcheditasitfellonthefloor.Helookedat

mybody,likeitwasthelastthingonearth.

Nkosi:You'rereallybeautiful,MaHlase.

Withthatsaid,hecamecloserandpickedme

uplikeIwasjustapieceofpaper,Ilovetheway

hecanjustcarryme,I'mabiggirlandallthat

doesn'tevenbotherhim.IhaveahulkheresoI

trustthathewon'tletmefall.Hewalkedtothe



bedandputmethere.Ihelpedhimtakeoffhis

T-shirtandhewaskissingmyneck,hereally

lovestheneck.Orhehasnoticedthatitsoneof

myweakspots.Heopenedmylegsandkissed

mythighs,rippingoffthetinyLaceymaterial

thongIwaswearing.ThankGodIshaved.The

smileonhisface,likeachildgettingsome

candy.

Nkosi:She'sbeautiful,allowmetoworshipher.

Ilaughedalittleandnodded.Hewasdoing

thingstomybodythatI'veneverexperienced

before,Icouldn'thelpbutallowmymoansto

escape.Iwasmoaningandcouldn'tkeepstill.

Thepleasure hewasreallyworkingwonders

downthere,histonguelickingandsuckingme

dry,henibbledandlicked.Ifeltmyselfbuilding

upandIwasabouttoreachanorgasm.Itfelt

sogoodandafeelingIhaven'tfeltinyears,I

couldsayI'vegotmyvirginityback,Ihaven'tgot

someonsolong.Icameandhelickeditalloff,



Iwasbreathingheavilyandmyeyesclosed.He

kissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:Youtastegood.

Iopenedmyeyesandsmiled.Hewalkedtothe

bathroomandIjustlaidinbednotbelieving

whatjusthappened.AndIcouldn'tbelievethat

healsodidn'thavesexwithme,Ithoughtitwas

goingtohappentoday,butIguessnot I

stoodupandputonmyunderwear,wentback

totheclosetandpickedupmydressandwore

it.Istillneedhelpwiththezipper.Iwasjumping

upanddowntryingtogetitup,rubbingmyback

onthewallhopingsomemiraclecouldhappen

andthiszipwouldjustclose.Iwasso

frightenedwhenNkosijustclearedhisthroat.

Helaughedatmeandclosedthezip.

Me:Thankyou

Hewinkedandleftmestandingtherelikealost

puppy.Iwalkeddownstairs,thesestairsarejust



toomuch.Thesmellwassoinvitingandmade

merealizethatIwashungry.Nkosiwassitting

bythedinningtabletalkingonthephone,I

guessheheardmyfootstepsandheturnedand

smiledatme.Itookaplateanddishedupfor

himandmyself.Heendedhiscallandsaid

thankyou

Nkosi:Emihleisstillfastasleepsowe'lljust

warmitupwhenshewakesup.

Me:Youcooked?

Nkosi:No,Ican'tevenfryanegg.

Me:Tellmeyou'rejoking

Nkosi:Notatall,Ijustalwaysburnit.

Me:I'llteachyou.

Nkosi:I'dlovethat.

Hegotanothercall

Nkosi:Sorry,Ihavetotakethisorshe'llkillme.



Me:Goahead

Nkosi:Ndlovukazi.

Hesaidashewalkedaway.Ihavetoaskhim

whyhecallshismotherNdlovukaziandwhere

isheoriginallyfrom,we'veneverreallytalked

aboutourbackgroundsandourfamilies.I

guesswe'lldosotodaysinceI'veremembered.

Ifinishedmyfoodandcleanedupmyplate

whilecoveringhisfoodforhimcauseitseems

likehe'llbeonthephoneforawhile,30mins

havepassedalready.He'lljustwarmituponce

he'sdone.Icleanedupthekitchenandwentto

watchTVwith2muffinsonasaucer.Iguesshe

likeshavingmuffinstoonowcausethereareso

manyinthefridgeandtheyareallmyfavorites.

IwaswatchingBlackish,Ireallylovethisshow.

Hecame,lookingangryandhewentstraightto

thefridgegrabbingabottleofHeinekenand

bangedthefridge.Iwenttohimandhejust

staredatmeandgulpedhisbeer.



Me:What'sgoingon?

Nkosi:Nothing!

Me:Okay.

Ilefthimthere,andcontinuedwatching

blackish.He'lltalktomeoncehe'scalmed

down.Hecametositnexttomeandlookedat

melikeIwassomeghost.

Nkosi:I'msorryforshoutingatyou.

Me:Itsokay.

Nkosi:MymotherjustupsetmeandIshouldn't

havebeencoldtoyou.

Me:Wannatalkaboutit?

Nkosi:Itsalongstory,butshewantsmeto

comehometomorrow.There'salotweneedto

discusswellthat'swhatshesaidbutIjustdon't

getwhywecan'ttalkaboutitonthephone.

Me:Maybeshemissesherson.Whydoyoucall

herNdlovukazi.



Nkosi:She'smyqueen,eventhoughsheupsets

mesometimes.

Me:Weallhaveourupsanddownswithour

families,speakingaboutfamilies,wenever

reallytalkaboutthem.Idon'tevenknowwhere

you'reoriginallyfrom.

Nkosi:I'mfromaplacecalledLangelihle,Igrew

upthereandleftfortheFreeStatewhenIwas

goingtouniversity.I'mtheeldestson,andI

haveonebrotherand3sisters.Bothmyparents

arestillaliveandIgetalongverywellwithmy

brother,we'rereallyclose.Heis25,thethird

born.Andyourself?

Me:I'mthelastborn,2brothersandasister,

she'sjustafewmonthsolderthanmethough.I

lovemyfamily,theyareallIhaveandmy

parentsaresupersupportive.Howwasit,like

growingup?

Nkosi:Goodandbad,Ineverreallygottobea



child.Mylifewascomplicatedandcamewith

greatresponsibilities.Yeswehadeverythingwe

neededandwantedbutIdidn'tgettobeachild.

Igavehimaninquisitivelook,Ireallywantedto

knowmorecausehewasjusttellingmea

puzzledupstory,IwaseagerformorebutI

couldseethat'sallhewasgoingtosay.

Me:Doesthateffectandimpactthewayyou

aretoday?

Nkosi:Iguessso.Canwetalkaboutthissome

othertime?

Me:Yeahsure

Helookedlikehewasjustinhisownworldand

thinkingpensively.Istoodupandtookhis

emptybottleofbeerandwenttothekitchen.

There'ssomuchIdon'tknowabouthim,andI

knowoncehe'sreadyhe'lltalkaboutit.Ican't

helpbutwonderwhatitis,butI'llstickmynose

inmyownbusiness.Iwenttohisroomand



tookoutabag,Ididn'taskhowlongwillhebe

gonefor.Itookout5shirts,3jeansand2shorts.

2pairsoftracksuitsandpackedforhim.He

cameinwhileIwaspacking.

Nkosi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Packingforyou,Idon'tknowiftheseare

enough,howlongwillyoubegonefor?

Nkosi:Thankyou,youreallydidn'thaveto.I'llbe

goneforjustaweek,bySundayI'llbeback.

Myheartsankalittle,he'llbegoneforanentire

week!I'llmisshim inoddedandwalked

aroundtheroomnotknowingwhatI'meven

lookingfor.

Nkosi:Areyouokay?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Naye,whatareyoulookingfor?

Shit!Ialsodon'tknow.

Me:Uhm,myphoneIdon'tknowwhereIleftit.



Nkosi:Youleftithere,onthebedjustnow.

Hecametomeandcuppedmyfacewithhis

bighands.

Nkosi:Iknowyou'renotokay,andifitsabout

earlier.I'mreallysorryNaye,Ireallyam.

Me:Itsnotthat,I'lljustmissyou.

Nkosi:I'llmissyoutoo.Comehere

HehuggedmeandIfeltsafeinhisarms,Ireally

lovethewayhesmells.I'mnotthetypethat

getsallclingyandemotional,butrightnowI

feellikeI'llbelikethat.IlovehimandI'm

growingtodothingsthatI'veneverdonebefore

andfeelthingsIhaven'tfeltbefore.HereIam

sulking,yetheisn'tevengoneyet.HowwillIbe

whenhe'sleft?

Me:Whenwillyoubeleaving?

Nkosi:Themorning,afterwehavebreakfast.

It'salongdriveandIhavetomakeitintimefor



thefamilymeeting.

Me:Okay.Let'sgetyourshoesandpackyour

toiletries.

Nkosi:Yesmam.

Ilaughedathimandhefollowedme,hekepton

followingmearoundlikehedoesn'tknowhis

wayaroundthehouse.

Nkosi:Ilovehavingyouhere,itmakesthis

houseahome.

Me:Maybeit'sbecauseyou'vestayedalonefor

alongtime.PlusthishouseishugeNkosinathi

I'msureyougetlonely.

Nkosi:Yes,Ido.Iloveitwhenyoucallmyfull

name,itssexy.

Me: you'recrazy

Nkosi:Itstrue.

WefinishedpackingandEmihlewokeup,she

wenttoherfatherandtalkedaboutthemovie



theywerewatching.Seeingthemtogether

mademereallyhappy icouldn'tstopsmiling.

Iwenttowarmuptheirfoodandcalledthemto

comeeat.Theyweretalkingmorethaneating

andIjustsattherewatchingthem.I'mluckyto

havesomeonelikeNkosinathi,noguywould've

justacceptedmewithmychildandlovedus

bothunconditionally.Itsraretofind.

Nkosi:Stopstaringandcomejoinus.Wewere

playingpuzzles,that'sjustwhatNkosiis,heisa

puzzle,Ineedtofindthepuzzlepiecesandput

themalltogetherbythenI'llknowtherealstory

behindthisman.Emihlewenttowatchher

cartoonswhilewesattogetheronthecouchat

thelounge.

Nkosi:Moveinwithme

Me:What?

Nkosi:Yes,Moveinwithme.Ilovehavingyou

guyshereandalwaysseeingyoubymyside.



Me:IlovebeingwithyoutoobutI'mnotgoing

tomoveinwithyou,andI'mnotabouttotake

partincohibatingwithyou.

Nkosi:Marrymethen.

Ilookedathim,isthisguyoutofhismind

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Naye

Me:Marriageisnotagame,wejustgot

together.IloveyouandIalsolovebeingwith

you.Iwillmoveinwithyoubutjustnotnow,

andIwon'tmarryyoujustbecausewewanna

hurryandmoveintogether.I'dlovetostaywith

youanditwillhappen,justnotnow.Notnow

Nkosinathi.

Nkosi:Iunderstand.

Hestoodupandwenttoupstairs.Isighedand

threwmyheadonthepillow,okaythathurt.

Whatjusthappened!
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Finally,Igetsomerest!IsighasIputmylegs

onmydeskandjustbreathealittle.Iwokeup

latethismorning,EmihlerushingmesoIcould

dropheroffatschool.Idideverythingonthe

run,whenIgottoworkitwasveryhectic.I've

hadtodeliver3babiestodayandI'mreallydone

fortheday,Iknowit'sjustlunchtimebutI'm

tired.They'llhavetoforgiveme.Justwheni

wasabouttoclosemyeyes,therewasaknock

onthedoor.ItwasSiyaandthequads

Me:Aaah!Mybabies.

Siya:HellotoyoutooNaye



Me:Whatever,I'vegreetedyouathousand

timesinmylife.Thelittleonesdeservemy

greetingsnow.IsaidasIcarriedMnqobior

NgceboorMasande,yeahIjustcarriedaboy.

Theyarejusttooidentical,ican'ttellthemapart.

Me:Helloboykaaunty.SiyaIdon'tevenknow

whichoneI'mcarrying

Siya:(laughs)ItsNgcebo.Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:I'vebeengreatandyourself??Theygrowing

upsofast,Ididn'twannataketheotherscause

theywerefastasleep.Idon'tlikeitwhen

someonedisturbsmefrommysleepsoI'm

definitelysuretheyalsofeelthesameway.

Siya:I'vebeengood.SoanyjuicydetailsIneed

tobefilledinwith?

Me:Nope,justthatlifeisgreat andthingsare

fineIguesswithmeandNkosinathi,hecalls

andwetalkhereandtherebutit'sjustawkward

eversincewhathappenedplushisbeenaway,



sincehe'scomingbacktodayIdon'tknowif

we'lladdresstheissue.

Siya:Whatissue?

Me:Ididn'ttellyou?

Siya:Iwouldn'tbeaskingifIknew.

Me:Whatever.So,longstorycutshort.Wewere

athishousesittingonthecouchcuddlingand

talkingwhenhesuddenlyjustblurtsoutthatI

shouldmoveinwithhim.AndthenIsayno,I

won'tbecohibatingwithhim.Andboom!He

says"Marryme"andinmymindI'mlikehe

reallyhastobejoking.SoIsayno,wejustgot

togetherandhecan'tbemarryingmejust

becausehewantstomoveinwithme.I'dlove

tostaywithhimbutjustnotnow.Andhesays

heunderstandsthengetsupandleaves.We

didn'ttalkafterthat,sleptonthesamebed

lookingdifferentdirections.Wokeupthenext

day,madebreakfastforhim.Weate,kissedand



heleft.

Siya:What!Atleastyoukissedthoughand

you'restilltalking.Nkosiisreallycrazyabout

you,I'msurethere'sareasonwhy.I'msurehe

gothurtbecauseyousaidno.

Me:OfcauseIwould'vesaidno,itstooearly.

Siya:Formarriageorformovingin?

Me:Both

Siya:Why?

Me:It'stoosoon,I'mnotreadyformarriageor

movinginwithhim.Itwouldmakesenseifhe

askedmaybelikeafterayearofusbeing

togetherIwould'veconsideredthemovingin

part.

Siya:Andthemarriagepart?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Siya:Didn'tyousayyouwanttosettledown,get

marriedandhavemorekidscauseyou'renot



gettinganyyounger?

Me:Yes!Isighed

Siya:Now,yougetthisamazingguywhom

you'veknownforyearsandyouknowheishead

overheelsforyouandlovesyouandyour

daughterunconditionally,hesayshewantsto

marryandnowitstoosoon?

Me:Idon'tknow,Ijustdon'tthinkI'mready.

Plusmaybehewasn'tbeingserious

Siya:Keeptellingyourselfthatliesweetie.Look

Ihavetogonow,Philaiswaitingforme.Isaid

I'djustcomeinandgreet.

Me:Thanksforcoming Takecare

Siya:I'llseeyousoon,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Wehuggedandiwalkedhertohercar.Igot

backtomyofficeandgotacallfromNkosi

Me:Hello



Nkosi:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI'mfine,justtiredandyourself?

Nkosi:I'mokay.We'reattheairportnowwe'llbe

flyingback.I'llneedyoutocomepickusup

please,ifyoudon'tmind.

Me:Noproblem,whatdoyoumeanby"we"?

Nkosi:Ohsorry,mybrotherandI.

Me:Okaycoolyou'lltellmewhenyou'rehere.

Nkosi:Okay,thankyou.IloveyouAyabonga

Me:IloveyoutooNkosinathi

Iendedthecallandputmyheadonthedesk,

whatSiyasaidgotmereallythinking,Idowant

togetmarriedandhavemorekids,I'mnot

gettinganyyounger.Butitsjusttoosoon,I

knowI'veknownhimforalongerperiodoftime

thanthetimewe'vebeendating.Itsnotonly

becauseofthat,butIjustdon'tthinkI'mready

forustogetmarried.Itisreallytoosoon.Idid



somepaperworkandorderedlunchandate

justhalfofit,Iwasn'treallyhungry.Igotatext

fromNkositellingthattheyareherealready.I

packedmybagsandwenttothereceptionist.

Nurse:DrKhoza,howmayIhelpyou?

Me:I'mtakingtherestofthedayoff.Dr

Sangweniwillbeattendingthe4o'clockmeeting

onmybehalf.

Nurse:YesDoc.

Me:Thankyou.Iwavedatmycolleagueand

mademywaytotheparkinglot.IdrovetoKing

ShakaInternationalAirportandparked.Igotin,

lookedaroundyetIdidn'tseeNkosi.Myfeet

reallyhurttoday,Ineedtotakeofftheseheels.

AfterafewminutesIsawthemapproaching,

hisbrotherreallydoeslooklikeNkosibutheis

skinny.Hedoesn'thavethebigbuiltup

muscularbodythathisbrotherhas.Ismiledas

hehuggedmeandkissedmycheek.Icouldfeel



thetensionbetweenus,itwasreallystrong.

Nkosi:Naye,thisisMayibongwe,mybrother

andMayithisisNaye,motherofmychildren.I

smiledandlaughedwhileshakingMayi'shand.

HealsohasbeautifulwhiteteethjustlikeNkosi.

Mayi:Makoti,itsapleasuretomeetyou.

Iwastakenbythewayhecalledme,Ijust

laughedathimandsmiled

Me:Itsapleasuretomeetyoutoo.

IgaveNkosimycarkeys,tookofthestilettoI

waswearingandwalkedbarefoot.Idon'tcareif

thesepeoplelookatmelikeI'macrazywoman

walkingbarefootattheairport,I'msureI'mnot

thefirstnorthelast.Theyjusthavetodealwith

it.WegottomycarandIsatatthebackseats

Mayi:Takethefrontseatplease

Me:Nothankyou.YouorNkosiwilldrive,I'm

tootired.



Isatandclosedmyeyes,iknewNkosihadhis

eyesonme,Icouldjustfeelit.Itwashardto

keepmyeyesclosedbutIdidn'tgiveup,Ikept

themclosedandthecarstartedmoving.Iwoke

up,Ididfeelthatsomeone'scarryingme,itwas

Nkosi

Nkosi:You'reup,Iwasabouttotuckyouin.

Me:Noneedto,I'mawakealready.AndIlove

thewayyoucarryme,itsmakesmefeellikea

baby .

Nkosi:I'mgladyoudo.Ilikehavingyouinmy

arms.Helookeddeepintomyeyesandkepton

movingthebraidsonmyface.Ihuggedhimand

justsatatthatpositionforawhile.

Nkosi:Areyouokay?

Me:That'swhatIshouldbeaskingyou.You

weren'tokayafterwhathappenedandwe've

beenlikethiseversince.

Nkosi:Naye,itsjustthat..



Icuthimoffandspoke,Ijustneededtogetitall

outandforhimtoknowthatIunderstandthe

wayhereacted

Me:I'mnotangryatyouforthewayyouacted,I

would'vealsodonethesame.ButIneedyouto

understandthatitalljusthappenedtoofastand

Iwasn'treadyandI'mnotready,iloveyoualot

NkosinathiandI'dlovetobeMrsMkhizeone

daybutjustnotnow,maybeinayearortwo.

We'vejustgottogetherandidon'twanttorush

intothings,marriageisabigstepandifit's

movinginwithyouthatyouwantthenokayI'll

moveinwithyou.Justdon'trushintorational

decisionsplease.

Nkosi:I'msorryNaye,Ialsojustdidn'tputmuch

thoughttoitandIjustspokewithoutthinking.I

guessIgotcarriedaway.NayeI'mnewatthis

andIlovewhatwehave,idon'twanttoruinitor

forittocometoanend.Andit'sallnewto

Emihleaswell,Idon'twanttobejumpinginto



thingsandconfusingherorjustgivinghera

collidedimageofthings.I'llwaitandmakeyou

mywifeoneday,Ipromiseyouthat.Iloveyou

NayeandIneedyouinmylife,Idon'twantyou

tofeelpressuredintotakingbigdecisionstoo.

We'lltakethingsslowly,justpromisemeyou'll

stickwithmeandneverleaveme.

Me:Ipromise.Iloveyou

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo.NayeI'mnotusedto

feelingthisway,beingemotionaland

expressingmyfeelings,itsjustallweirdtome.I

amwhatIamandthisishowIam,yesIcome

withalotofbaggageandasthiscomplicated

personIam,butinallhonesty.Thisweirdonow

believesinloveandI'mcrazyinlovewithyou.

Me:AndNayeKhozaisalsocrazyaboutyou.I

loveyouNkosinathiMkhize

Nkosi:Saythatagain

Me:(laughs)IloveyouNkosinathiMkhize!!I



screamedandhelaughedatme.Helaidme

downonthebed

Nkosi:Sowe'reokaynow?

Me:Yesweare

Nkosi:I'vemissedyou

Hesaidashekissedmyneckandlaidonme,

heisnotasheavyasIhadthoughthewouldbe,

orisitbecausehehasn'tlaidhiswholebodyon

me,I'dbesuffocatingifhedidthat.

Me:Where'sMayi?Weshouldn'tleavinghim

alone

Nkosi:Hisanoldman,he'llmanage.Plushis

catchinguponsomegirlyshowhelikes.Ithink

itsRealortheReal,somethingthere.

Me:ItsTheReal,andIlovethatshow.We

shouldwatchittogether

Nkosi:Iwon'tbewatchingsomeshowwith

womangossipingoneway.



Me:Theynotgossiping,itsatalkshow.

Nkosi:What'sthedifferencethereNaye?They

justgetpaidtomindotherpeople'sbusiness

andgossip.

Thisguy,IhavenoresponseforthisandI'lljust

keepquiet.HeisjustNkosinathiMkhize,you'll

neverfindanyonelikethisguy.AndIlovehim

andhisweirdways.Wekissedandwenttojoin

Mayi,sadlyhewasnowwatchinganothershow.

Nkosiwasnexttome,playingwithmyhair.

Mayiwaslookingatuslikewe'reatreasurehe

justfound.

Mayi:You'rewhipped! Mybrotherisinlove,

thisisjustamazing.Miraclesreallydohappen.

Nkosi:Shutup Andyes,I'mdeeplyinlove.

Hecamecloseandwhisperedtome

Nkosi:Andtonight,I'llshowyou.Betterpray

thesewallsaresoundproof.



Ilaughedsohardandkissedhischeek,I

honestlydidnotevenhavearesponseforthat

too.

Mayi:Youlovelaughing

Me:YesIdo,mylaughterismysmileandsign

ofhappiness.

Mayi:Ihopeit'scontagioussothatbigman

thereshouldlaughmore.

Me:Ihopeitis,heshouldshowhisbeautiful

teethmore.Sohowwasthefamilymeeting?

Theybothlookedateachotherandkeptquiet

forawhile,liketheyweretalkingthroughtheir

eyes.

Nkosiclearshisthroat

Nkosi:Uhm,themeetingwasfine.

Mayi:Yes.Itwasjustfine,anditwasgreatto

havetheentirefamilytogether.

Me:Ohokay,wellI'mgladallwentwell.



Iwasn'tabouttoaskwhatwasitabout,Icould

seeitsnotsomethingtheywanttotalkabout

andIdon'twanttobethenoseygirlfriend.

Nkosi:I'llgofetchEmihle,it'salmost5.I'msure

herhockeypracticeisovernow.

Me:Thankyou,Icancomewithyou

Nkosi:Youcanstay,sitdownandgetsomerest.

You'regoingtoneedit

Thatjustmademeblush,hetookmycarkeys

andleft.

Mayi:Youmakehimhappy

Me:I'mgladIdo

Mayi:Irememberthefirsttimehetoldme

aboutyou,I'veneverseenhimsmilesomuch.

Hereallylovesyou,hisbeeninlovewithyou

fromthedayhemetyou.Nkosihasneverbeen

inlovebefore,he'sbeenalotofthingsbut

beinginloveisn'toneofthem.Henever



believedinloveandhejustneverputhisheart

inanyrelationshiporanygirlbefore.Ialways

wonderedhowhe'dturnoutcauseweallneed

love.Andhejustdidn'tseemlikehecared,he

nevershowedemotionevenathisweakest

timeshejustnevershowsit.Hisaman,his

goingtomakemistakes,he'sgoingtobeover

protectiveofyouandhe'sgoingtodothings

he,himselfdoesn'tunderstand.Nkosinathiisa

complicatedandweirdguy,I'msureyouknow

thatbynow.He'sveryunpredictableandyou

justneverknowwhat'snextwithhim.Allinall,

heisagreatguyandIknowhelovesyou.He

neverstopstalkingaboutyou,hewasvery

excitedaboutmecomingtomeetyou.Heis

reallyhappywithyou,ihopeitstaysthatway.

Me:Ilovehimtoo ,Ihopeitsgoodthingsthat

you'veheardofaboutme.

Mayi:Heactuallydidsaysomethingthatmade

melaughandwascuriousaboutyou Hesaid



youscarehim,thatisahugeaccomplishment!

NoonescaresNkosinathiMkhize,asinnoone!

Ilaughedsohardandcouldn'tbelievewhat

Mayibongwejustsaid

Me:You'vegottobekiddingme Nkosican't

bescaredofme that'salie.

Mayi:Okay,hedidn'texactlysayhisscaredof

you

Me:Whatwerehisexactwords?

Mayi:Hewaslike"Mayi,Nayenevergetsangry

andthatscaresme.She'sscaresme!She

doesn'tgetangry"

Me:Thatshouldn'tscarehim buthe

shouldn'ttakeadvantageofthat.

Mayi:Hewon't Andifhedoes,callmeandI'll

killhim.

NkosiandEmihlewalkedin,sheranupstairs

andistoodupthinkingthere'ssomething



wrong.

Nkosi:Shesayssheneedstooweewee,don't

panic.

Me:Oh,Ithoughtthere'ssomethingwrongwith

her.I'llgohelpherchange.

Ileftthemandwenttomysweetheart

Me:Baby

Emihle:Mom,I'mnotababyanymorecomeon.

Me:Okaysorry

Wetalkedaboutherday,whileshewas

changingandwewenttothekitchenandI

preparedasandwichforher.Shewastalkingon

andonwithMayibongweaboutsomesportcar

whilemynewbaby,Nkosiwasholdingmeon

mywaistwithnointensionsoflettingmego.

Hekeptonkissingmyneckandwewerejust

havingalovelycuddlingmomenttogether.I

reallylovethisguy andI'mgladhelovesme



too.IfelthismanhoodmoveandIlaugheda

little.

Nkosi:Seewhatyou'redoingtome?

Me:AndifIdothis?

Ismiledandrubbedhisdickoverhistracksuit.I

helditabitharderandkeptonmovingupand

down,goshhehasabeastandIloveit.Hekept

ongroaningsoftlyandhiseyesweregetting

smaller.Ikissedhisneckandbithimalittle.I

laughedandlefthimstandingthere.Iwinkedat

him

Nkosi:Youdon'tknowwhatyoujuststarted.I

hopeyou'llbeabletofinishit.
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Wealldecidedtochilloutsideandplaycards,

monopolyand30seconds.IwaswithMayi,

NkosiwithEmihle.Itwasagreatafternoon

filledwithgreatlaughterandMayitellingtheir

childhoodstories,mostofthemstartedwith

MayicausingtroubleandNkosibeingthereto

savehim.Hewasalwaystheprotectinghis

siblings,especiallyMayi.Iguessthat'swhy

Mayiloveshimsomuchandlooksuptohim.

HewouldopenuptoNkosiandtalkabout

everythingheneededtotalkabout,hewas

alwaystheretolisten.Butwhowastherefor

Nkosi?Wholistenedtohimwhenheneeded

someonetotalkto?Ifearthatthat'sthereason

whyhecan'tcommunicateandopenupto

someone.Heisnotusedtohavingashoulder

tocryon,I'mgoingtotrymybesttolethimbe

andforhimtolearnthathehassomeonenow,



someonewhocanbehisconfidanteandhecan

openuptomeaboutanythingandeverything.

HejusthasalotonhischestandIhopeone

dayheclearsitallandtellsmeaboutit.The

chefcalledusin,supperisready!Iwould've

cookedbutI'mtiredandIamverylazy.My

momusedtotellmethatI'llnevergetmarriedif

I'mthislazyandI'djustgoembarrasshertoher

in-laws.They'dsendmebackhomejustaday

afterI'mpartoftheirfamily.Idishedupfor

everyoneandweate,Emihlewastalkingnon

stopandmadefunnyjokes.WeweredoneandI

packedthedishesandputtheminthedish

washer.Nkosikeptonbrushingmythighs

underthetable,hishandkeptonmovingupand

uptillitreachedmyNana,herubbeditand

pushedmythongasideandherubbedmyclit.I

gulpedonsomewaterandpinchedmythigh,I

wantedtolaughbutIhelditback.Isluntedand

satproperlysohecouldaccesswhathewants.

HeinsertedhisfingerandIjustwantedto



scream.Hewasworkinghismagicandifhe

doesn'tstoprightnow,I'lljustmoan.

Emihle:Mom,Iwannasleepnow.Pleasecome

tuckmein.

Me:OkayPrincess

ThankyouEmihle,yousavedme.Hepinched

mythighagainandIsmackedhishand.Ileft

thetableandwenttoEmihle'sroom.She

brushedherteethandItuckedherin.

Me:GoodnightEmihle

Emihle:GoodnightNaye

Me:Hey!I'myourmother

Emihle:Andyou'rethebestmomever!

Ikissedherandshewipedherlips.Ilaughed

andclosedthedoor.Nkosiwasalreadywaiting

forme,Ilaughedandwalkedpasshim

Nkosi:Andwheredoyouthinkyou'regoing?



Me:TosaygoodnighttoMayibongweandyou

shouldcometo.Ipulledhishandandhekept

onmumblingthingsandIlaughedattheway

he'sbeingrightnow.

Me:GoodnightMayi,I'mofftobednow

Mayi:Goodnight,sleepwell.Heybrothere's

somethingIneedtotalktoyouabout.

Me:I'llleaveyoutwoatit,seeyouinthe

morning.

Nkosiseemssofrustrated,wellactuallyheis

justsexuallyfrustrated.Whichgivesmetimeto

changetomysexyblacknumber!Victoria's

Secretwillneverdisappoint Ichangedquickly

andtiedmybraidsupandgotintobed.I'll

pretendtobeasleep.AfterafewminutesI

couldhearhisfootstepsandhegotinand

lockedthedoor.Heneverlocksthedoor!

Nkosi:Youcan'tbesleepingalready,youneed

totakecareofwhatyoudid.



Iturnedandfacedhim,hewasstandingthere

withhishugebonershowingfromhistracksuit

bottom.

Me:You'llneverknowwhatyou'remissingout

on,ifyoudon'tgetunderthesesheets.

Hequicklytookofhisshoesandmovedthe

blanket.

Nkosi:Fuck!Whatareyoudoingtome? You

lookamazing.

Hetookoffhisclothesandwasleftwithhis

boxershorts,mymanhasagreatbody he

openedmylegsandlaidonmewhilekissing

myneck.HewasrubbingonmyclitandIkept

onmoaning.

Nkosi:Youdrivemecrazy,whendidyouchange?

Me:WhileyouwerewithMayi

Nkosi:MayIhaveaperfectview,360spin?

Me:Thoughtyou'dneverask



Iwalkedaroundtheroomlaughingandposing

Me:Howdoyoulikethis?

Nkosi:Iloveitverymuch,comecloser.

Me:You'llhavetocatchmefirst.Iranaround

andhecaughtmeintheclosetroom.

Nkosi:Youthoughtyoucouldrunfrom

me?Thinkagainsweetheart.Hecarriedmeand

laidmeonthebed.Herippedoffmylace

lingerieandstartedkissingandsuckingmy

breasts.Hewentdowntomyvirginaandjust

staredatit.

Me:You'remakingmeshy

Nkosi:Youshouldn't.Youhaveabeautiful

virginaandittastesgoodtoo

Withthatsaidhewastakingmetocloudnine.

Thesewallsreallyneedtobesoundproof

causeIcan'tkeepmyvoicedown.Icameand

helickedmedry.Iwasbreathingheavilyandso



washe.HekissedmeandIputmyhandonhis

manhood,hejusttookitoutandIregrettedmy

move.Itwashuge!I'mactuallyscaredthatthis

beastwillpenetratemyvjayjay.Ikepton

movingmyhandupanddown,givinghima

handjobandhekeptongroaning.I'venever

donethisbeforeandI'mabouttodoit,IhopeI

don'tbitehispenisoff.HestaredatmeasI

wentdownandclosedmyeyes,Ithoughtofall

thetimesthegirlstalkedaboutthissoImight

justsayIdohaveaslightideaofwhatI'm

gettinginto.Ilickedandsucked,thesoundshe

wasmakingmademepleasedandhappywith

myself.IwashappythatI'mcapableofmaking

himfeelthisway.Isuckedandsucked,hewas

rightdownmythroatandhewasholdingmy

braidsupandIsuckedhisballs,heletouta

littlescreamandgroan.Isuckedandsucked

quickeningmypaceandhecamerightinmy

mouth.Theysayyouglowwhenyouswallowso

Iswallowedandwipedmymouth.Inablink,I



waspinnedtothewall.Heinsertedhis

manhoodandImoaned,hepenetratedandlaid

meonthebed.Hewassogoodandgentleto

me.Itrulyfelthisloveandmademefeellikea

woman.Ihaven'tbeensexuallyactiveinavery

longtime.Iwasscratchinghisbackandwith

thelongnailsIhave,there'llbealotofmarkson

hisbacktomorrow.Heturnedmearoundand

fuckedme.HewasdrivingmecrazyandIwas

screamingatthetopofmyvoice hespanked

meandwereachedanorgasmtogetheratonce.

Icatchedmybreatheandlaiddownwithhimon

topofme,afteraboutfifteenminuteshewas

onmeagain.Wewentonandonforhours.He

keptonthrustingandthrusting,hewasmaking

upforallthedayswherehelongedformebut

nevergottobeonewithme.Ilovethisguyand

Imustsayhe'sdamngoodatwhathedoes.We

laidthereandIhadmyheadonhischest.

Nkosi:Thankyouforthat Iloveyou



Me:IloveyoutooKhabazela

Nkosikeptonplayingwithmybraidsandwe

laidthereincomfortablesilence.

Nkosi:Where'stheoneplacewhereyou've

wishedtohavesexat?Thatyou'veneverdone

itatbefore.

Me:Swimmingpool.

Nkosi:Let'sgothen

Me:Now?

Nkosi:Yesrightnow

Me:Okay,let'sgo

Ilaughedandwewrappedourselvesintowels

andwenttotheswimmingpool.

Me:Thisiscrazybutiloveit.

Nkosicarriedmeandwegotin,thewaterwasa

bitcoldandheheldmecloselyandputhis

penisinmyvirgina.Itfeltsogood,sexisgreat.



Weweremakingloveoncemore Ilovethis

guyandthewayhemakesmybodyfeel.We

weredoneandweswamforawhileandwent

backtoourroom.

Me:Iwannatakeashower.

Nkosi:MayIjoinyou?

Me:No

Nkosi:Fine!

Igotintotheshowerandthehotwaterwas

runningallovermybody,Iclosedmyeyesand

thoughtofthepasthours.Ifelthishands

squeezemyboobsandhismanhoodtickling

myass.Hewashedmybodywhilelookingdeep

insideeachotherseyes,itwasclearandvisible

thatthisguylovesmeandonlyme.Thathis

heart,body,mindandsoulbelongstomeas

muchasminebelongstohim.Iwashedhis

backandwentallthewaydown.Helaughed

whenIwashedhismanhood.



Me:Ialwayswonderedhowguyswashtheir

penis

Nkosi:Thesamewayyouwashmynana.

Heansweredwhilehewasplayingwithmyclit.

Me:(laughs)ohsoitsyoursnow?

Nkosi:Itbelongstome minetookeepand

makelovetoo.Ilovethewayyoudriveme

crazy.

Me:Let'sgettobednow.I'mtired

Nkosi:Okaymyqueen.

Wedriedourselvesandgotintobed,buttnaked.

HewasholdingmetightlikeIsaidI'dwakeup

andrunawayfromhim.Itwasaround2amAnd

wewerestillwideawake.HestartedsingingMy

Endlesslove,Iwassoamazedandshocked

thatNkosicansing.IneverreallythoughtNkosi

cansing,Ididn'tthinkheisthetypethatsings.

Hesangsobeautifullyandheremindedmeof



myfather,helovessingingformymother.I

sangalongwithhimandhesmiled.

Me:Yousingsowell,Iloveyourvoice.

Nkosi:Thankyou,Ihardlyeversingthough

maybethisisthefirstandlasttimeyouhear

mesing.

Me:Why?

Nkosi:Ijustdon'tlikesinging.Ijustneversing.

Ihaveaconfessiontomake,I'maddictedto

Nkosi'sgooddick.Isatontopofhimand

insertedhisdickinmeandstartedridinghim.

Nkosi:Fuck!Naye!

Hekeptonsqueezingandspankingmybutt.He

tookcontrolofmeandputmeontheedgeof

thebed,Iwasholdingontothecornerofbed

whilethrustedandpenetrateddeeperand

faster.

Me:IloveyouNkosinathi!!



Webothreachedanorgasmandcollapsedon

thebed.HewasstillcatchinghisbreatheandI

wasgettingreallysleepy.

Me:Goodnight

Nkosi:SleeptightmyQueen

#Nkosi

Iwatchedasmyqueenwasfastasleep.She

laidonmychestandwasbreathingslowly.I

reallylovethiswomananditstrue,I'venever

beeninlovebeforeanditfeelsgood.Iwanna

bewithherforever,Iintendonmarryingher,I

don'tknowwhenbutIwill.Idon'twannaloose

herandI'llmakesureofthat.Tonighthastobe

thebestnightofmylife.Itisdefinatelythebest,

thewaywemadelove.Ifeltlikeitwasmyfirst

time,Ipouredmyhearttoherandletherfeel

myloveandeveryemotionIhave.ThewayI

feelabouthercanneverjustbedescribedin



words.IfIweretowritedownandexplainhowI

feelaboutherI'dhavetowriteabook.Shehas

everythingamancouldeverneedfroma

woman,herfeatures,herkindnessandtheway

shelaughs.Shejustmakesmehappyandmy

heartjumpandbeatfaster.Shedoesmany

differentthingstomeinjustanhour.My

emotionsjustswitchandIjustcan'tdescribeit.

IwishtohaveherinmylifeforeverandIwill,

nothingwillstandinmyway.Itsalready4am,I

won'tbeabletosleepatall.Ikissedhercheek

andworemygymclothesandwokeMayiup.

HehatesitwhenIdraghimalongwithmeto

thegym.Itsjustdownstairs,hemuststopbeing

lazy.IstartedgoingtothegymwhenIwas12,it

wasmystressrelieverandIgotmoreandmore

addictedtoworkingoutandbecomemy

everydaylife.Mymotheralwaystoldmetostop

butIjustcouldn'tstop,itwasmyonlyplaceof

peaceandwhereIcouldhideoutandbestress

free.



Mayi:Thisisnonsense,I'mdone.

Me:Wehaven'tevenstarted

Mayi:Yeahwhatever,I'llsithereandwatchyou

doyourthing.I'mnottakingpart.

Me:That'swhyyousoskinny,haveyoustopped

smokingweed?

Mayi:No,Idon'tthinkI'lleverstop.Me:You

should,it'snotgoodforyou.

Mayi:Itsmylife.Sowhenareyouplanningon

talkingtoher?Youdoknowthingsaregetting

worseandyourrelationshipwithherseemsto

begettingmoreserious.Shedeservestoknow.

Me:Iknow,I'lltellherdon'tworry.Ijustdon't

wanttolooseher.

Mayi:Idon'tthinkyouwill,shereallylovesyou.

Me:Iwon'tonlybeloosingher,I'llalsoloosemy

daughtertoo.

Mayi:You'rereallyagoodguy.Idon'tthinkI'll



everbereadytohavekids,awifeandsettle

down.Thatwasjustnotmeantforme.

Me:You'llmeettheonethatyourheartloves

andallthatwillchange.

Mayi:Ihopethatdaynevercomes,I'mstillfine

withhaving4girlsatatimeorevenmore.Itsthe

bestlife.Justhavingnostringsattached

relationships,wherenoonewillbotheryou.

Me:Igetyou,Iwasoncetheretoo.

Ididmydailyworkingoutroutineandhesat

therewatchingmewhilemunchingonsome

snacks.Whohasapacketofdoritozfor

breakfast?Onlyhedecidestodothatnonsense.

IwenttotakeashowerandwhenIwasdone

myqueenwasawake.

Me:Goodmorning

Naye:Goodmorningtoyoutoo.

I'mbecomingveryattachedtoherandIlove



feelinghersofthandsonme.Ilaidnexttoher

andkissedher.

Naye:Whendidyouevensleep?

Me:Ididn't,Icouldn'tsleep.

Naye:That'snothealthy,youneedtosleep

babe

Me:YesDoc.Naye,Ihaveangerissues

Naye:Huh?

Me:Yes.IhavemajorangerissuesandIdid

attendangermanagementsessionsandIreally

don'tthinktheyhelped.Itrytocontrolmyself

anditusuallyhelps.I'mjusttellingyouthisso

youcouldknow.I'mnotalwaysangryanda

beast.ButIbegyoutojustleavemeinpeace

wheneverIjustgetangry.Idon'twantyouto

seethatsideofme.

Naye:You'rescaringme.

Me:I'msorry.Ididn'tmeanto.I'mgoingt



prepareawarmbubblebathforyouandwe'll

talkaboutthismoreafteryouhavebreakfast.

WekissedandIwatchedherasshewalked

aroundbuttnaked.I'mtrulyenjoyingthis

view Ican'twaitforhertomoveinwithme.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleasesuggestpagetofriendsandfriendsof

friends

Pleaselikeandcomment

Insert8

Momscomingovertoday,iwon'tbeableto

takethedayofforleaveearlycauseIhavea

meetingtoattendto.IhopeZee,BeeandAthi

willbecoming.Ican'tbeboredtherealone.I

wasdrivingtoMuggnBeanandboughttwo

muffins,blueberryandtriplechocolate.Ismiled



andthoughtofNkosi.Icannottakethesmile

offmyface,heisacompletegentleman.

Yesterdaywestayedandtalkedalmostallday

abouthisangerissues.Apparentlyitstarted

whenhewas15yearsold,that'snotnormalfor

anyteenager.Hetoldmeabitofwhatstartedit,

heusedtogetangryespeciallywhenhis

parentsexpectedmoreofhim.Wellthat'swhat

hesaid,Idon'treallyknowwhatthatmeansbut

Ijustdidn'tevenask.I'vedecidedtojustletitall

goandwait.Iknowhewilltellmeeverything

onceheisreadyandtrustsmeenoughtoopen

upandletitallgo.Ijusthopehecanreally

controlhisangeranddoesn'tdoanythingstupid

aroundmeorEmihle.Hehasbeenwelllately

andIhopeitcontinuestostaythatway.Hedid

tellmewhathelpshimrelaxifhehasoneofhis

episodes,I'lljusthavetolookhimupinthegym

roomandhopehedoesn'thurthimself.That's

mystrategyfornow.Otherthanthat,thesex

lifehasbeenheated!We'recompletelyinlove



andgluedtoeachother,hedoesn'tknowhow

he'llkeepawayfrommewhilemomishere.Bee

cametomewhileshewasdancingand

listeningtoClubControllerwedancedinmy

office

Bee:Whenlastdidwegetdownandparty!!!

Likereallypartyallnightlong

Me:Itsbeenawhilemanitreallyhasbeen.

Bee:We'regoingtopartythisweekendfrom

FridaytoSundayitson!I'llSMSeveryonethe

details.Wejustneedtogetthegroovebackon.

Me:I'llbethere! Theoldladyiscomingtoday,

hopefullyshe'llleavebeforeFriday.Wouldn't

wannasneakoutofmyownhouseandgoparty

whilemymammaissleepingintheotherroom.

Bee:Meetingisabouttostartlet'sgo

Me:Ididn'tsignupforthis Ihatemeetings.

Especiallythisone,IhopeIdon'tfallasleep.



Shelaughedandwesatnexttoeachother.

IgotantextfromNkosi

Nkosi:"Imissyou"

Me:"Imissyoutoo,Iminameetingnow"

Nkosi:"I'llsendsomeonetogetyoulunch,just

textmewhenitsover.I'malsoattendingonein

afewminutes"

Me:"Goodluckwiththepressconferencelater,

andthankyou"

Hedidn'trespondsoIfiguredhe'satthe

meetingnow.Hehasapressconferenceat

6pm,hethinksIwon'tbetherebutIwill.I

supporthimineverythinghedoes,itwillbethe

firsttimeIattendsomethingworkrelatedwith

him.Ihopeallgoeswellwiththelatest

businessdealhe'sbeensoeagerongetting.He

saysitwilltakehiscompanytoawholenew

levelnotonlyinthecountrybutmakehim

knowninternationally,itsreallyabigdealfor



himandI'dbegladtobethereandshowmy

support.Themeetingwentonandon,itwasa

bitbetterthananyothermeetingwe'vehad.

GrowingupIneverimaginedthatdoctorsalso

havemeetings,ifIknewIwould'vechangedmy

careerpath.Boohoo,whoamItryingtofool,I've

alwayswantedtobeagynaecologist.Itwasmy

dreamsinceIwasveryyoung,Iwasvery

passionateaboutitandIlovemyjobanditalso

doespaywell.IstudiedhardjustsoIcangetto

drivemydreamcar,beabletobuywhatIwant

andtakecareofmyselfandmydaughter.Now

I'vemetamamwhoissodrivenandalsovery

verypassionateabouthiswork.Tonightis

reallyabigdealforhimandIwouldbeareally

badgirlfriendifIdon'tshowup.Themeeting

wasoverandItextedNkositellinghim,Igota

deliveryfromNandosandBeejoinedmefor

lunch.Wetalkedandtalkedwhileeatingand

timedidgobyreallyfastormaybeitsjustthe

longmeetingthattookupmostofmytime



today.Ihadtogofetchmymomfromthe

airportandpickupmydressfrommydesigner,

IhardlyeverneedherbutIjustneededherfor

tonight.Andyep,I'llbedrivingNkosi'sBentley,

Mkhize15.Ilovethatcar sodoeshe.He

decidedtouseisi8tonightsoI'llbetakingthe

Bentley.

Me:Mom

Mom:Mybaby,youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou,youlookbeautifultoo.Howwas

yourflight?

Mom:Itwasgood.How'smylittleangel,I'm

sureshe'sgrownalotnow.Ihaven'tseeherin

awhile.

Me:Itsjustbeenafewmonthsmom.I'llbe

backjustnow.Iparkedandrantothe2cnd

floorofthisbuildingandpickedupmydress.Its

notallwowandredcarpettypeofdress.Itsjust

asimplekneelengthdress.



Mom:Goingsomewheretonight?

Me:NkosinathihasapressconferenceandI'm

goingthere.Hedoesn'tknowsoit'ssortofa

surprise.

Mom:You'rereallyinlovewithhim.Icanseeit

inyoureyes.I'mgladyou'refinallyhappy.

Me:Iam

WepickedupEmihleandheadedhome.Ihad

justanhourtoprepareandgetthere.Itooka

bathandshavedmylegsandarmpits.Mydress

isburgundyandIputonsomemattelipstick

andthenecklaceNkosigotme.I'veneverreally

woreitafterhegaveme,Ilovestaringatit

almosteverydaywellthat'sifIsleepatmy

house.I'llbeleavingmymomwithEmihle,they

doneedtohavetheirownbondingsession.I

wasdoneandIlookedgoodandsatisfiedwith

thewayIlook.IdrovetoNkosi'sthesecuritylet

mein,wellIcomeandgoasIpleaseinthis



houseyou'dswearIownit.ItooktheBentley

anddrovetoNkosi'sworkplace.Therewere

manycarsandIparkedathisreservedparking

lot,I'veneverbeenherebeforeandI'msureI

waseasilyletinbecausetheysawthenumber

plateandit'stheirbossescar.Iwalkedinand

hewasstandingthereatthepodiumspeaking,

helookedsoformal,therewassomething

abouthim,thatdemandingandcommanding

auraabouthim.Thedriveandpassionforhis

work,thewayhespokeandpresentedhimself.

Hedoescarryalotofdignity.Itookaseatright

attheback,he'seyesmetmineandhecouldn't

stoplookingatmeandcontinuedwithhis

speech.Hedidn'ttakehiseyesoffme.Ismiled

athimandhesmiledback.Someofthe

journalistssawthathewaslookingatmeand

startedtakingpicturesofme.Ifeltalittle

uncomfortable.Awomancametomeand

wantedtomakemesitonthefrontrowbutI

refused.



Nkosi:MaHlase,youdon'twantmetocome

personallyandcarryyou.Mybeautifullady,may

youpleasetakethefrontseat.

Ilaughedandjuststoodupandwalkedtothe

frontrowandtookaseatnexttohis.Hesmiled

andcontinued.Itwasquestionandanswertime

andeachjournalistwasgivenachancetoask

onlytwoquestions.

Journalist:MrMkhize,areyousingle?

Nkosi:NoI'mnotyounglady.

Journalist:Andwhoistheluckylady?Isitthe

womanyouaddressedandMaHlaseearlieron?

Nkosi:Yes.ToyouthatwouldbeDrKhoza.And

iamtheluckyman.Ladiesandgentlemanallow

metointroducetoyou,theownerofmyheart,

theonewhocarriesallmyjoy.DrNayeKhoza.

What!Hedidnot!Iwasbetterofjustsittingby

theback!Ohno,Ifeeldizzy.Peoplestarted

clappingandIstoodupandwalkedtothe



podium,hetookmyhandandkissedme.He

heldmeclosetohimandcouldn'tevenstop

smiling.

Me:I'llgetyouforthis!

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo.

Journalist:DrKhoza,wouldyousayafew

wordsaboutyourpartnerandhislatest

businessdeal?

Me:WellIhadn'tpreparedanythingandIdidn't

eventhinkI'dstandhereinfrontofallofyou

tonight.MrMkhizehasbeenworkingdayand

nighttryingtogetthisdeal,anditisanhonour

andprivilegethatnowallhishardworkispaying

off.Iknowheismorethancapableofmaking

thisasuccessanddoingwhathehasalways

wantedtodo.I'msurehethinksIneverpay

attentiontohisworkorwhenhegetsfrustrated

fornotgettingananglerightnowhehasto

redrawtheentirepiece,wellIpayattentionto



eachandeverydetail.Heisverydevoted,

passionateandcommitedtohisworkandI

havetosay,I'mreallyproudofyou Ireallyam.

That'sallIhavetosayandIdohopeeverything

goeswell,onceagain.CongratulationsMr

Mkhize helaughedandkissedmycheek.I

walkedbacktomyseatandtheyspokemore

aboutthebusiness.Inanhourallwas

done.Everyonewasnowdoingtheirownthing.

Nkosicametomeandhuggedme,carryingme

andspinningmearound.Ilaughedandkissed

him.

Nkosi:IwassohappywhenIsawyousitting

there,Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming.

Me:Iwouldn'tmissthis.Thisisahugestepand

elevationofyourcompany.Ihadtobehereto

supportyou.

Nkosi:YouarelookingverybeautifulDrKhoza

Me:Youshouldn'tbecallingmeDrKhoza I'm



notatwork.

Nkosi:SotheycouldrefertoyouasMaHlase?

You'remyMaHlaseandDrKhozatothem.

Me:YesMrMkhize

Nkosi:IhavetogodoafewthingsandI'llback

sowecangohome

Me:ButIwon'tbesleepingover,momshome

remember.

Hefrownedandnoddedthenwalkedtohis

colleagues.Isatdownandtookmyphone,

thereweremanytextsfromthegirlsgroup.

Sneh:"JustsawyouonTVwithNkosi!Youguys

lookamazing"

Kamo:"She'sonTV!"

ImyselfwereshockedcauseIdidn'tknowthis

wasstreamingliveontelevision.

Me:"Ialsodidn'tknowitwasgoingtobeonTV

orgetachancetospeak"Iresponded



Zandy:"itsgoodthatnowtheyknowhe'syour

manandtheyshouldstayawayorwe'llkick

theirarrssses!"

Ilaughedaloneandsomeonespokebehindme

Man:Lookslikesomeone'sticklingyouthere.

Youdohaveanicelaugh,Icouldlistentoitall

day.

Me:Thankyou.

Man:Sorry,I'mStevenShabangu.OneofMr

Mkhize'sclients.

Me:DrKhoza,pleasedtomeetyou

Weshookhandsandhesatnexttome.

Steven:Youlookverybeautiful,Mkhizeisa

luckyman

Me:ThankyouMrShabangu.

Steven:CallmeSteven,Iwouldliketohaveyour

number.Justsowecouldbefriends,Idon't

havemanyfriendshere.



Me:I'dliketokeepthingsstrictlyprofessional

hereandaddressyouasMrShabangu.Other

thanthat,Ididn'tcomeheretomakefriends.

Excusemeplease.

Itookmybagandwalkedtotheladies

restroomsandfixedmyselfanddidafewtouch

upswithmymakeup.Icameoutandthis

Shabanguwaswaitingformeatthedoor.

Steven:You'llneedmynumberoneday,oncehe

showsyouwhohereallyis.It'sagoodthing

you'readoctor,you'llbeabletodressthe

wounds.Nkosinathiisawomanbeater.With

thatsaidhejustleftmestandingthere.He's

wordskeptonplayinginmyhead.IsawNkosi

comingmywayandIputonafakesmile,

honestlywhatIhearddidn'tsitonmewellandit

gotmewonderingwhatamIgettingmyselfinto

orisiteventrue.

Nkosi:Mylove,wannagohomenow?



Me:Yes

Nkosi:We'llleavewiththeBentleyandmydriver

willfollowwiththeothercar.You'redriving

thoughI'mtired.

Me:Noproblem

Nkosi:Imustsayyoulookverysexytonight

plusthatcarsuitsyou.Youshouldkeepitfora

while

Me:Wow Thanks

Nkosi:You'renotasexcitedasIthoughtyou'd

be,iseverythingokay?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Webothknowthat'snottrueAyabonga,

willyoutellmethetruth?Heclenchedhisjaw

andIlookedstraightintohiseyes.

Me:We'lltalkaboutitwhenwegethome.We

walkedtohisparkinglotandIdroveoff.The

journalistswerestilltakingpicturesofusasI



droveoff.Ispeddowntheroadanddidn'teven

checkmyspeed.

Nkosi:Areyoutryingtokillme?

Me:No

Nkosi:Slowdownplease.

IdidashesaidandwegottohishouseandI

parkedoutsidethegarage,I'mgoingtoleave

withitsoitsnouseparkingitinthegarage.

Nkosiheldmyhandaswewalkedtohisroom

andItookoffmyshoesanddressthen

changedtothepyjamasIkeephere.

Nkosi:Comehere

Iwalkedtohimandheheldmeclosetohis

chest,Ifeltsoshortandlittle.

Nkosi:Nowwillyoutalktome?

Me:Let'ssitdown.HesatandIsatontopof

himwithmylegsfoldedaroundhiswaist.

Me:Sothere'sthisguywhocameuptomeand



triedtobeallfriendlyandIdidn'tentertainhim,

heaskedformynumberandIsaidno.Iwentto

thebathroomandcameouthewaswaitingfor

me.HesaidsomethingthatjusthurtmeandI

guessitjustdidn'tsitwellwithme.

Nkosi:Whatdidhesay?

Me:Thatyou'reawomanbeater.ThatI'llneed

hisnumber.Andit'sagoodthingthatI'ma

doctorI'llbeabletodressmywoundswhichI

supposeI'llgetwhenyoubeatmeup.

Icouldseehewasgettingangryandfrustrated

Nkosi:StevenShabangu,he'stheonethatsaid

allthistoyou?

Me:Yes,howdidyouknowcauseIdidn'ttell

you

Nkosi:IhaveabadpastandyesI'vebeatupa

fewwomanI'vebeenwith.Iwasfuckingwith

somegirlwhowasasecretaryatmycompany

andthingsgotoutofhand,shefellinlovewith



meandwasallclingingandattached.She

beguntotalkmeandI'dfindherinmyhouse

whenIcamefromwork.WearguedandIended

upbeatingher,itwasreallybadandIkicked

heroutfeelingnoremorseofwhatIhaddone

toher.ApparentlyshewasShabangu'sclose

friendandthat'showheknew.Hetriedbringing

medownmanytimesandhedidn'tsucceed.I

seeheisstillatit.

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosay.

Nkosi:Youdon'thavetosayanything.I'ma

monsterandIdon'tdeserveyou.I'vedonemany

mistakesinmylifeandI'mnotperfectandwill

neverbeperfect.WhenI'mangryIgetreally

angryanddothingsIregret.OnethingIknow

andIpromiseisthatI'llnever,neverlaymy

handsonyouNaye.

Me:Itrustyou

Ikissedhimandwemadelove.Tookashower



togetherandIgotdressedandhewalkedme

out.

Nkosi:Youshouldn'tbedrivingthislateNaye

Me:Itsnearby,I'llgettherein10mins.

Nkosi:Don'tspeed.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleasedosuggestpagetofriendsandfriends

offriends

Pleaselikeandcomment!

Insert9

Havingmymomaroundisthebest!ButI'malso

hurtthatshe'sleavingtoday,we'vehadso

muchfuninthepastdaysandIcouldn'tbe

happier sheinsistsonmeetingNkosiso



todayistheday,Nkosiiscomingovertodayto

meetmommydearestbeforesheleavesthis

afternoon.Iwonderhowitwillbe.Itooka

showerandgotdressed,iworeabeigeknee

lengthpencilskirtandawhitevestwithsandals

on.Iletmybraidslooseandwenttomake

breakfast.IgotatextfromNkosisayinghe

doesn'tknowwhattowear orhowtobehave

today.Allinallheisscared.Iwenttomyroom

andcalledhim

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Mylove,Idon'tknowwhattodohere.

Whatarethesymptomsofhavingaheart

attack?Ithinkitsallleadingtothat

Me:(Laughs)You'rejustoverreactingNkosi.

Wearwhateveryouwanttowearandcome.

You'rejustcomingtohavebreakfastthere's

nothingmuchtoit.

Nkosi:Havingbreakfastwithyourmom!The



womanwhoraisedyouandgavebirthtoyou.I

havetobethisway.

Wecontinuedtalkingandhecalmeddownabit.

MomcalledmeandIdroppedthephone

Mom:IwonderwhatyoufeedNkosinathi.You

burnbaconNaye.

Me:IwasstillonthephoneandIforgotaboutit.

Shetookoverandpreparedthebreakfast.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandEmihleran

toopen

Emihle:Daddy!

Hecarriedherandtheytalkednonstop.He

cameovertothekitchenandhelookedreally

nervous.

Nkosi:GoodMorning

Mom:Morningson,howareyou?

Nkosi:I'mgoodthanksandyourselfMrsKhoza



Mom:Alliswell,pleasecallmeMam'Linda.

Nkosi:YesMrsKho..ImeanMamLinda.

HelookedatmeandIsmiled.Helookedgood

andsimple.HewaswearingjeanswithaPoloT

-shirtandsneakers.Hekissedmycheekand

satnexttome.

Emihle:Dad,mommydidn'twantmetohaveice

creamfordesertlastnight.

Nkosi:Youdoknowyouneversleepifyouhave

icecreamwhenitsbedtime.Don'tworry,we'll

haveplentyoficecreamtoday.

Me:Aren'tyougoingtowork?

Nkosi:Itookthedayoff.

Mom:Somydaughterherehasn'ttoldmemany

detailsaboutyouandhedidn'ttellmewhata

finehandsomeyoungmanyouare.

Nkosilaughedandresponded

Nkosi:Thankyou.WellI'mjustanordinaryguy,



bornandraisedinLangelihleandIstudiedthere

tillIwenttofurthermystudiesintheFreeState.

Graduatedandstartedmyowncompany.

Mom:IdidseeyouonTVandImustsayyou've

donereallywellforyourselfandI'msureyour

parentsareproud

Nkosi:Yestheyare.Andyoumustbeproudof

yourdaughter,she'sawonderfulwomananda

greatmother.

Mom:Iamproudofmylittleone.Iwasalways

worriedaboutherwatchinghergrowup,she

wasreallyshyandneverreallytalkedtoanyone.

Shestartedopeningupandshowinghertrue

selfwhenshewasinuniversity.Iwasnervous

aboutsendingherallthewaytoCapeTownbut

Itrustedshe'dfigureherwayandknowwhat

shewantstodowithherlife.

Nkosi:Iguessshereallydidgrowupandfigure

herlifeout.



Mom:Icriedwhenshetoldmeshe'spregnant,

shewasonly19andshewasachildherself.

Stilldiscoveringwhosheis.

Nkosi:Butheresheis,thebestmomandshe's

hadtogothroughmanythingsbutshe'sokay

Mom:TakecareofmychildNkosinathi,Itrust

you.

Nkosi:IwillMamLinda,Igiveyoumyword.

TheytalkedaboutmeasifIwasn'teventhere.

Nkosikeptonholdingmyhandandmakingeye

contact.

Nkosi:Iloveher.

IleftthemastheycontinuedtalkingandI

washedthedishesandcleanedthekitchen.

Mom:You'reawealthyyoungman,mydaughter

isdrivingexpensivecars.Icanseethey'llbe

takencareofsoIhavenoworries

Nkosi:It'sallhardworkMa,andyesthey'llbe



takencareoff.

Mom:Myflightisinanhour,weshouldget

goingNaye

Nkosi:I'lldriveyoutotheairport.

Mom:Thankyouson.

Hetookherbagandputtheminhiscar.

Mom:Whatanicecar,howmanycarsdoyou

haveNkosinathi

Nkosi:15Ma

Mom:Wow,I'mimpressed.Don'tlethimgo

Naye.He'stobekept.

Me:Iwon'tmom

Ey!Myoldladylovesnicelavishthings.I'dlove

Nkosievenifhewasn'tthiswealthy.Ilovefor

whoheisandnotwhathehas.I'mnota

materialisticperson,he'swealthjusthadtobe

abonus.Wedroppedofmomandthenwentto

gateway.



Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

Nkosi:Ihaveameeting,you'llbedoingsome

shoppingorwhateveryouwanttodo.

Emihle:Iwanttohaveicecream.

Nkosi:Andyou'llhaveitwhenI'mbackprincess.

Takemycardandthere'snolimit.

Me:Neversaythattoawoman.You'llbeleft

withonlyarandtoyourname.

Nkosi:Iwouldn'tmind.

Wekissedandheleft.

Me:Let'sgogetyousomeclothesbabygirl.

Emihle:Yey!

Wewentaroundlookingandherchoosing

whateversheliked.Shehadmewalkingaround

endlessly.IalsodidsomeshoppingandIeven

boughtthingsIdon'tevenneed.Wewenttoput

ourfirstloadinthecarandwentshopping

again.



Emihle:Mom,youhavetobuythatdress.

Me:Wowitlooksbeautiful.Itwasablackdress

withsparklesandanopenback.Itwasjust

simpleyetitscreamedtobenoticed.ItwasR15

000!Foradamndress!Mymandidsaythere's

nolimitbutthisiswaytoomuchbutalsoworth

it.Therewerejust2dressesandIwasluckymy

sizewasthere.Weboughtitanditfeltreally

good wecontinuedwithourshoppingspree

andigotacallfromNkosi,probablyhe'sabout

togomadatmeforfinishinghishardearned

money.

Nkosi:Themeetingisover,whereareyouguys?

Me:NearSpur.

Nkosi:I'mcoming.

Hedroppedthecallandisawhimapproaching.

Nkosi:Havingagoodtime?

Emihle:Yesdad!Ican'twaittillwegethome



andIshowyouallmyclothes

Nkosi:Ialsocan'twaitmybaby.Wheretofrom

here?

Me:You'regoingshopping,we'vedoneourfair

sharenowitsyourturn

Nkosi:ButIhateshopping

Me:Ididn'thearyou.

Men'sclothingissoexpensiveanditdoesalso

lookreallygood.Hewassulkingatfirstbuthe

alsoendeduptakingafewthingsforhimself

too.Iwastakinghisgolft-shirtsandhehashis

focusonwatches.Heboughtabout3Rolex

watchesandIdecidednottocomment.

Nkosi:TotalSportiswherewe'reheadednow.

Me:Okay

Wewentthereandhetook3pairsofAdidasZx

FluxEIInfantEuindifferentcolors.

Me:Butyouhavetheblackone.



Nkosi:Ihaveallthese,I'mtakingthemforyou.

Me:Oh

Nkosi:Ican'thaveasneakercollectionalone.

Me:Thatmeansyoushouldalsohavea

collectionofstilettos

Nkosi:Nothappening!

Welaughedandhepaidforthem.Itooka

PumaSelectBasketHeartPatentEUwhitein

colorforEmihleandshewasdeeplyinlovewith

themtoo.Wepaidandwenttoputthebagsin

thecaranddroveoff.

Nkosi:We'rehavinglunchatCalifornia

Dreaming.

IgotanSMSfromBee.Itsaboutthepartyand

it'shappeningatNkosi's Iwonderifheeven

knowsaboutit.

Me:There'sapartyhappeningatyourhouse

tomorrow.



Nkosi:Whatparty?

He'sphonealsobeepedandItookit.

Me:Pin?

Nkosi:Emihle'sbirthday.

Me:Whydoyouevenhaveapin?

Nkosi:Myphonehasimportantinformation.

Me:Okay.WellyepitsthesameSMSIgotfrom

Bee.

Nkosi:Yourfriendiscrazy.Plusit'sagood

thingcausewehaven'thadthoseinawhile.

Wesatdownandthewaitertookourorders.

Me:Yeswewerespeakingaboutitafewdays

agobutIdidn'tthinkshewasserious.

Nkosi:Itsgoingtobesomuchfun.I'mactually

gettingexcited.Andthekids?

Me:SleepoveratPhila'swiththeirnannies.

Nkosi:Great



EmihlehadhericecreamwhileIhada

chocolatecakeandNkosihadabeerfor

desert it'sbeenareallygooddayandImust

say,I'mfallinginlovewithfamilyoutings.

Nkosi:Weshoulddothisagainsoon.

Me:Yeswewill.

Nkosi:I'llbegettingreallybusyinthenextfew

monthsandIdohopewe'llbeabletomake

time.Idon'twantmyworktoaffectmyfamily

time.

Me:Imsureitwon'tandIunderstandthatyou'll

bebusy.AndEmihlewillunderstandtoo.

WefinishedupandNkosipaidthebill.Igave

himbackhiscardbuthesaidIshouldkeepit.

Emihle:Mom,itsalmost3o'clockI'llbelatefor

rehearsals.

Me:Ohsorrymybaby,ithascompletelyslipped

mymind.Let'sgotoEmihle'sschoolplease.



Shehasdancerehearsals.

Nkosi:Okaycool,we'lldropheroffandgodo

somegroceries.

HedrovetoEmihle'sschoolandwewerethere

ontime.Theteachersaidthey'llbedismissed

at6pm.Wedroveoffandwenttocheckersat

Davenportsquare,Nkosilikescomingtodo

groceriesherecausehesaysitsnotasfullas

themall.Wewenttocheckersandhetooktwo

bigtrolleys

Me:Whytwo?

Nkosi:Wehavetwohouses,unlessyou're

movinginwithme.

Ijustkeptquietandfollowedhimwithmy

trolley.Allhejusttookwasmashmellowsand

jam,that'sallheneeds itookallthe

nessesarythingsandfoods.

Nkosi:Ishouldstoptakingmyclothestothe

laundromat.



Me:Why?

Nkosi:Youcanstartwashingmyclothes.

Me:I'mnotdoingthat

Nkosi:You'llbemywifesoonsoyoushould

starttraining.

Me:Iwon'tsayanythingtothat.Icontinuedas

hefollowedmearoundandhekeptonlooking

atme.Iwalkedtothecosmeticssectionandhe

waswonderingabout.Someguyapproached

me

Guy:SexyLady

Me:Hi

Iignoredhimashecontinuedtospeak,Ididn't

evenhearwhathewassaying.Hethencame

closetomeandspankedmyass.Iturned

aroundandslappedhim!Nkosiwasstanding

therelookingveryangrylikehewasaboutto

burst!Hethrewthefirstpunchwhichwas



followedbythreemorepunches!Andtheguy

fellonhisfacebutthatdidn'tstopNkosi

Me:Nkosinathistop!

Hedidn'tlistenbutcontinuedbeatinghimup.

Securitycameandwasabletopushhimover

andstophim.Icouldn'tbelievemyeyes,theguy

wasreallybeatenup.

Nkosi:Let'sgo!

Me:Thegroceries

Nkosi:Let'sgoAyabonga!

Hehasatendencyofcallingmebymysecond

namewhenheisdamnserious.Ijustlookedat

himandpushedthetrolliestothecashier's

counterandstartedemptyingthetrolley.He

keptquietandstartedhelpingme.Hecanbea

beastandgetmadbutIwon'tjustleaveall

thesegrocerieshere,thatwouldbewasting

time.Itookouthiscardandpaid.Hepacked

theplasticsseparatelyinthecarboot,formy



houseandhis.Icouldseethathewasstill

angry,Igotinthecarandjustfocusedonmy

phone.Hedroveoffanddidn'tsayanything.We

startedatmyhouseandthehelpertookthe

groceries.Hedrovetohishouseandweboth

unpackedthegroceries.HewasstillquietsoI

figuredIwouldjustkeepquietanditooksome

muffinsandwatchedTV.Hewenttothegym

roomandlockedthedoor.Seemsasifheis

fightingwiththeequipment.Iknockedhardon

thedoorandtherewassilence

Me:Openthedamndoor!

Heopenedandhishandwasbleeding.Thisguy

iscompletelyoutofhismind.Helookeddeep

intomyeyesanddidn'tsayaword.Itookafirst

aidkitandbandagesinthemedicalcupboard.

HefollowedmetothebathroomandIwashed

hisbruisedhandswithhotwateranddetol.He

justlookedatmeasIappliedmethalatedspirit

andbandagedhishand.Ilefthimstanding



thereandIputthekitback.

Nkosi:Comehereplease

Iwenttohimandheledmetothebedroomand

welaidtherestaringintoeachotherseyes

Nkosi:Idon'tknowhowyoudoit

Me:Dowhat?

Nkosi:Howyoujuststaycalmanddon'tget

upset.Howyoujustfindpeaceanddon'teven

arguewithme.Howyoujustkeepquietandfind

yourselfhelpingme.Howyoujustbareallthis.

I'mjustabeastwithsomuchangerandican't

controlitandIpushyouawayyetyoustill

acceptmeandhelpme.It'sstillveryearlyinour

relationshipyetI'mmakingyouputupwithall

thiswhichmakesmewonderlongyou'llbeable

toputupwithit.IknowIshouldn'thave

overreactedbutIjustfeltveryangrywhenhe

spankedyou,heshouldn'thaveevenspoketo

you.Eventhinkingaboutitmakesmybloodboil.



Me:You'retellingmethateveryguywhocomes

totalktomeorwhoItalkto,you'llbeangryand

beatup?

Nkosi:Nothat'snotwhatImeanNaye

Me:Youmustknowandputthisinyourhead.

Youcan'tjustgetangryandbeatuppeople.Yes

hedidsomethingwrong.Justonepunch

would'vebeenenough.Nkosinathiyouhaveto

learntocontrolyourselfandyourtemper.You

haveanimagetoworryabout,weseeyouon

TVandyou'llbeworkingoverseas,whatdoyou

thinkyourpartnerswillthinkiftheyseeyour

behavior?Whatifsomeonetookavideoofyou

anditsoutthereanditruinsyourcareer.You

needtothinkthingsthrough,justonelittle

moveandruinyourowncareer.Idon'twantto

repeatmyselfandtellyouthisagain.Idon't

wantwhathappenedtodaytohappenagain,am

Imakingmyselfclear?

Nkosi:Yes



Me:Thankyou.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:IloveyoutooNkosinathi.Ireallydidn'tlike

seeingyoulikethatandyoushouldn'tgetangry

andenduphurtingyourself,allthiswillleadto

suicideoneday.I'llkillyouevenwhenyou're

dead.Justlearntocontrolyourselfplease.

Nkosi:I'msorry.Andwehaveachildtothinkof,

I'llcontrolmyselfandstopthisnonsense.I'm

reallysorry.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleaselikeandcomment

Letsgetto300likes!

Insert10

Today'sthedayweparty!!!Wehaven'tdonethat



insuchalongtime.Theotherstookdaysoff

besidesme,DannyandNkosi.Ihave2babiesto

delivertoday,Nkosihasanimportantmeeting

andDannyhastobeatwork,that'swhathe

said.He'salsobeenaverybusymanlatelywe

hardlyevenseehim.Ihaven'tseentheguysina

monthwellbesidesNkosi,AthiandPhila.The

resthavebeenAWOL!Buttonightit'shypeand

happening!ItooktheBentleytowork,yepmost

peoplewerelookingatmeespeciallythenosey

receptionistwhocan'tsticktotheterm"Mind

yourownbusiness"I'msurethosewordsdon't

evenexistinherdictionary.Iwalkedtothe

receptionandsigned.HernameisLydiabutwe

callherLayLay

Lay:You'redatingahotshot!Billionaire,wellhe

isjustmorethanabillionaire!

Me:MorningtoyoutooLayLay

Lay:Wheredidyoumeethim?WellI'veseen

himafewtimesherebeforeifhecametoAthi



ornowmaybehecomestoyou.Eish!I

should'veconnectedthedots.WhenIsawyou

onTVwithhimIknewyou'vemadeitinlife!

Me:WhateverLydia,I'mout.

Ileftherstandingtherewithherarmscrossed

andIjustlaughedather.Seemslikemany

peoplesawmeonTV.Ichangedandgotready

thenwenttomyfirstpatientoftheday,shewas

stillinlabourpainsbutnotreadytogivebirthas

yet.Afteranhourshewaspushingoutalittle

babyboy.HewassotinyandIgavehimtothe

nursessothey'dcleanhim.I'vegottenusedto

seeingVirgina'sstretchingandpoppingbaby

heads.It'swhatIdoforaliving.Hourspastand

Ialsohelpeddelivertwins,boyandagirl.Iwas

donefortheday!Anditwas1o'clock.Ichanged

backintomyNavydressandstilettoheelsand

leftmyworkplace.ItextedNkosicauseIwas

goingtopickhimup

Me:"I'moutside"



Nkosi:"Gotomyoffice"

Iwenttoparkathisparkinglotandusedhis

privateelevatorwhichwillgetmestraighttohis

floor.Ihaven'tbeenlikeinsideNkosi'scompany,

I'vejustseentheoutsideandthefirstfloor

wherethepressconferencewas.Iwalked

insideandeveryonequicklywentbacktotheir

desksandpretendedtobebusy.Iwenttothe

receptionist

Her:GoodDayDrKhoza,howmayIhelpyou?

IhavetogetusedtopeoplecallingmeDr

Khozaevenoutsidemyworkplace.

Me:GoodDay,MrMkhize'sofficeplease

Her:Walkstraightandtakeyourrightandit's

thelastbigbrowndoor.Me:Thankyouvery

much.

Peoplegreetedmeandsomepulloutfake

smilesforme.Ijustignoredthemandwalked

intohisoffice.Itwasbig,theinteriordesign



wasbeautiful.Hisofficewasbrown,peachand

abitofgrey.Itwassoorganizedandclean.

TherewasajointofficedoorforhisPA.Imade

myselfcomfortableonthecouchandplayeda

gameonmyphone.Abeautifulyounglady

camein

Her:DrKhoza,I'mMsFunwayo.MrMkhize'sPA

SheshookmyhandandIjuststaredather,she

isjustsobeautifulIfoundmyselfgetting

jealousthatsheworkscloselywithNkosinathi.

Her:HesaidIshouldorderacupofcoffeeand

twomuffins,blueberryandtriplechocolate.Its

onitswaymam.

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Her:I'llhavetogetbacktothemeeting,we'llbe

outinanhourorless.

IsatonNkosi'schair,itwaswrittenP.NMkhize.

Ididn'tknowNkosinathihasanothernamethat

startswithaP?IthoughtNkosinathiishisfirst



andlastname.Ihavetoaskhimaboutthis.

Therewasaknockonthedooranditwasa

deliveryforme.Ihadmylovelytreatwhile

listeningtomusiconmyphone,Ijustneeded

somethingtokeepmecompanywhileIwait.I

lookedatsomeofNkosinathi'ssketchesand

theywereveryimpressive.Iusedtobeableto

drawwellIstillcanbutIhaven'tdonethatin

years.Itookapencilandcontinuedwithhis

unfinishedsketch.HecameinwhileIwasbusy

andhejustsatthereandlookedatmehehada

bigsmileonhisfaceandIblewakissathim.

OnceIwasdoneIshowedittohim

Nkosi:Veryimpressive.Iwasstuckanddidn't

knowwhattodonext.

Me:Iguessyouneededyourwomantohelp

you.

Nkosi:Youdidn'ttellmeyoucoulddraw?

Me:ItsnotsomethingIpaidmuchattentionto.I



usedtodrawinhighschool,Ihaven'tdrawnina

whilebutIcanseeIhaven'tlostmytouch.

Nkosi:Comehere

Isatonhimandhekeptonspinningthechair.

Me:We'regoingtofall

Nkosi:I'llneverletyoufall.

Wekissedandhewasgrabbingmyass.HisPA

walkedinandclearedherthroat.

Her:MrMkhizeI'mdonefortheday,willthere

beanythingelseyouneed?

Nkosi:No

Shenoddedandleft.

Me:She'sbeautiful

Nkosi:Who?

Me:YourPA.She'sverybeautiful

Nkosi:Ohyeahshe'sfine.



Heputhishandundermydressandmovedmy

underwear.Herubbedmyclitandinnotimehis

peniswasinsideofme.

Me:Nkosinathi,whatifsomeonewalksinonus

Nkosi:Noonewill,don'tworrynoonecansee

throughthesewallsnorhearanything.Soyou

canscreamasloudasyouwant.Ilaughedat

himandrodehim.Hewasgroaningandbiting

mynecklikeitsthelast.Webothcameatthe

sametimewhilescreamingeachothersname.

Myneckwasredandswelling,thisguywas

killingme.

Nkosi:WowNayewhyareyousolightin

complexionnowtheseareshowing.

Me:Youshouldn'thave,nowIhavelovebitesall

overmyneck.Yourstaffwillseewhattheir

bossdoes.

Nkosi:Let'sgetgoing.

Me:ithinkIhaveascarfinmybag.Itookmy



bagandluckilythescarfwasreallythere.Iputit

aroundmynextandovermyshoulders.We

wentoutanditwasjustsoquieteveryonewas

justfocusingonwhatthey'redoing.Ismiled

hereandthereandwavedgoodbyetothe

receptionist.Theyalllooksoterrifiedand

scaredofNkosinathi.

Me:Doyouhaveanyfriendsthatworkforyou?

Nkosi:No,ImakesureIdon'tmakeany

friendshipwithmyemployees.Everythingis

professional

Me:Youdon'tevenlaugh,wellyouhardlyeven

laugh.

Hejustsmiledanddroveoff.Wegottohis

houseandIchangedintoAdidastracksuits

pants,AdidastanktopandAdidasFlux.All

blackandwhitestripes.

Nkosi:Youlookgood.

Me:Youlookgoodtoo.Hewaswearingablack



Kappatracksuitbottom,whiteKappaT-shirt

andblackFilasneakers.

Me:Snehwillfetchthekidsandwilldropthem

ofatLubah's.Wehavetogobuythemeatand

booze.NtokozoandLyandawillcomewith

everythingelsewe'llneedcausesheknowsthe

menu.ThenSiyaisinchargeofthecooking

departmentwithThabo.Soweshouldgetgoing.

Nkosi:Nostrangers?

Me:Wellthereis,it'sZeeandSneh'scousin

sisterandJabulaniandNangamsowillalsobe

joiningus.

Nkosi:ohgreatthen,we'llusethePorsche.

Me:I'llbewithyoushortly.

Nkosi:Whereyou'regoing?

Me:Bathroom

Icamebackandhewaswaitingformeatthe

driveway,heopenedthedoormeanddroveoff.



Heplayedthemusicloudlyandhewassinging

along.ItwasthefirsttimeIseehimthishappy

andrelaxed.Hewasevensingingalong,ilove

hisvoicebuthedoesn'tsingoftenly.Just

lookingathimandseeinghimsmilemakesmy

heartjump.Wegottobluffandheopenedthe

doorformeandwewalkedholdingeachothers

hands.Hetookatrolleyandboughtsomuch

meat.

Me:Idon'tthinkwe'llneedallthis

Nkosi:Wedidn'tgettobuymeatwith

yesterday'sgroceries.SoI'maddingthesefor

ourhouses.Hesaysthatwithsomuchpassion

"Ourhouses"IguessIshouldgetusedto

sayinghishouseismyhouse.

Nkosi:Weshouldpassbypicknpaysowecan

buysausagerolls,fishcakesetcinbulksoit

couldlastthewholemonth.ForEmihle'slunch

box.Andaddmorefruit.Iactuallythinkshe

shouldcarrytwolunchboxesaday.



Me:Why?

Nkosi:I'msureshegetshungrywhenshegoes

tohersportpractices.

Me:Iusuallygivehermoneysoshebuysatthe

schooltuckshop.

Nkosi:Okay.

HepaidandwewereofftoSparTops,he

boughtalltheliquortheydrinkandIbought

whatmygirlsdrink.Wethenwenttopicknpay

andhewasjustinchargeofthegroceriestoday

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellmetotakeallthis

yesterday?

Nkosi:Itonlycameintomymindtoday.

Me:I'llgogetthefruits

Wepackedourplasticsneatlyanddroveoff.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Nkosi:You'llsee.I'mtakingyoutoaminidate.



Me:That'scute

WegottoDinkyDoughnuts!AndIscreameda

little whenlastdidIevencomehere.I

huggedhimandwebought5traysofdoughnuts

withdifferentdips.Wesatdownandate,he

doesn'treallylovethemandiatemost.

Me:Youdon'tlikethem?

Nkosi:They'retoosweet.Iknewyou'dloveit

here.Yourmomtoldmehowmuchyouusedto

lovedoughnutssoIthoughtthiswouldbea

goodidea.

Me:Thankyouverymuch Istoppedbuying

themcauseEmihlealsohatesthem.

Wesatandhewatchedmeeatlikeababyand

wewentbackhome.Yeswewenthome I

startedspicingandmarinatingthemeatwhile

Nkosiwastakingoutthecharcoalfromthe

garage.Danny,Bonga,JabuandAthiarrived

followedbyKamoandThabo.Theboyswentto



thebraaiareawithbeersandtherewere

makingsomuchnoise.Iguessthey'vereally

missedeachother.PhilaandMphocamewith

thegirlsexceptSnehandthecousinthat's

coming.Siyawasgettingonwiththepotswhile

wealsohelpedwiththesalads.

Zandy:WhereisSneh?She'srunninglate,that's

sonotlikeher

Zee:ShewenttofetchZimi,Idon'treallylike

herIdon'tknowwhyshedecidedtocomevisit.

Shesaidwithanannoyedface

Siya:Why?

Zee:She'sannoyingespeciallyhervoice.

Me:Itcan'tbethatbad

Zee:Justwaitandsee.

TheypouredglassesofwineandIwentto

changeintoashortdenimskirt.Icameback

andNkosiwaslookingatmeasIwalkeddown



thestairs

Nkosi:Areyousureyouwanttoshowofyour

thighs?

Me:Yes

Ikissedhimandlefthimstandingthere

Zandy:It'ssogoodthatyouguysarefinally

together.

Nkosifollowedmetothekitchenandheldmy

waistwhilekissingmycheek.SnehandZimi

camein

Sneh:Heygirls!

Kamo:HeybabygirlweallgreetedandZimi

alsogreetedus.Shecameovertojusthugme

randomlyoutofallthegirls.Ihuggedherback

andSnehgavemeacuriouslook.Shealsotried

tohugNkosibuthejustlookedherwithavery

badeyeandalsowenttohugKamowhowas

nexttous.Nkosiwalkedoutandwenttothe



guys.Theyclosedtheslidingdooranditlooks

liketheyarehavingsomesortofmeeting.

WesattherewhilesippingoncocktailsandZee

takingshots!

Ntoko:Sohow'sthesexwithNkosi?

Me:Whatthefuck whosaidwe'rehavingsex

Belinda:You'redefinatelyhavingsex,you'rejust

glowingandveryattachedtooneanother

Bee:Nkosilooksveryhappy,hewasalways

depressedbeforecausehewouldhaveto

spendtimewithyouasjustafriend

Zandy:Rememberwhenhejustwalkedout

afterhetoldyouhelovesyou,nowthatwasthe

sweetestmomentever.

Nangamso:Ijustmissthefreelunchwegot

whenNayewouldvisitattheoffice,youshould

dothatagain.

Me:Andyoushouldstartbytellinguswhat's



happeningbetweenyouandJabulani?

Ngamso:Nothingreally,we'vewentout

togetherlikeonceortwice.Iwouldn'treallysay

wewentoutonadateorsomething.Shesaid

asshetookoutplates.

Siya:I'llgogetthemeat

Shecamebackwithabowlofmeatandwors.

Siya:Willsomeonepleasefetchthepork?

Zimi:Iwill.

Shehasareallysqueakyvoiceandit'sreally

annoying.

Me:YouwererightZee

Zee:Toldya

Theguyscameinandsatattheloungewhile

havingaveryverylouddebatewithZandy.This

alwayshappensandtheyjustneverend i

dishedupthesaladsandafterweweredone

andIputitonatray,chilisauceandtoothpicks



forNkosinathi.Andservedhim

Mpho:Koti,whatalovelypresentation.Ireally

needawife

Me:ShutupMpho

Mpho:Zandywilldothisformeoneday

Zandy:Itmightaswellbetoday

Shereallydidservehimhisfood,wewereall

amazedandlaughed.She'sreallysofteningup!

I'msohappyIfeellikeI'mmuchmorehappier

thanMphorightnow.It'sstilljustMarchand

we'realreadyseeingsuchthings!Iwonderwhat

thisyearhasforus.

Zimi:Ifeelleftout,likeyouguysarejusttwoby

twoandI'malone.

Athi:Sorrygirl,callyourman

Nkosi:Provesthatyoushouldn'tevenbehere

IlookedatNkosi,thatwasveryrudeofhim.

SnehandZandylaughed,thisisn'tfunny.Nkosi



wasbeingrude.Hejustcontinuedeatinglikehe

didn'tevendoanythingwrong.Hefedmeand

smiled,hewasjustsooverthewhathesaid.

Zimi:Doyouhaveaproblemwithmebeinghere

Nkosinathi?

Sneh:Wait,Wait,howdoyouknowhe's

NkosinathicauseIdon'trememberhimtelling

youhisfullname?

Zimi:IjustguessedsinceyoucallhimNkosi

Zee:HecouldbeNkosi,orNkosikhonaor

Nkosingiphileorsomething.

Nkosi:Sheknowsmeandsheknowsshe

shouldn'tbehere.

Me:Ohsothere'smoretothis?

Zimi:Yes

Nkosi:We'lltalkaboutthislater.

Mpho:Let'sgetdrunk!!!

nonzuzo



Everyoneshoutedandscreamedoutloudwhile

Athiturnedonthemusic.I'mdefinitelygetting

drunktonight!
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Thepartystartedandthemusicwasreallylit!!

Weweretakingshots!AndIwasgettingabit

tipsy.

Nkosi:Youshouldslowdownonthedrinking

now

Me:Why?



Nkosi:Idon'twantyoutogetdrunk.

Me:Iwon't

Nkosi:Thankyou.Maybeyoushouldstop

drinkingalcohol

Me:Let'sjustenjoythepartyplease.IIefthim

standingthereandwenttodancewithmy

friends.Maradonaplayedandwewentcrazy,

weweredancingandtwerkingthenIfeltahand

grabmeanditwasNkosi,wewentupstairs.

Nkosi:Youcan'tbedoingthat

Me:DoingwhatexactlyNkosinathi?

Nkosi:Yourthighsarealloutandnowyou're

twerkingyourassoutandtherearemaleshere!

Me:You'regettingreallydrunk.Iwenttothe

bathroomandpee'dhewastherewatchingme.

Nkosi:Don'ttellmeI'mdrunk.

Me:Wellyouare



Hegrabbedmeandpinnedmebythewall

Me:You'rehurtingmywristsNkosinathi

Nkosi:Shutup!

Ijustlookedathim,hehadsomuchanger

insideofhimandIdidn'tknowwhathascome

overhim,heisnottheNkosiIknowandthat

I'veseen.HonestlyIgotscaredandcontinued

lookingintohiseyes

Nkosi:Ayabonga,stopshakingyourassinfront

ofmyfriendsandit'sworseyou'rebarely

coveredup.WhatamIsupposedtothinkand

howshouldIevenlookatthatandbeokaywith

it.Menaremen!Theyareeasilytempted.

Me:Youdon'tdictatemylifeandtellmewhatto

do,whattowearoranything.You'vegotnoright!

Nkosi:Don'traiseyourvoiceatme!

Me:IwillraiseitashighasIwantto!You

cannotandwillnevercontrolme.Stopthis



nonsenseandleavemealone.You'rehurting

meNkosinathi

Hewasreallyhurtingmywristsandtheyare

turningred.

Me:Whoareyou?

Nkosi:Whatthehellisthatsupposedtomean?

I'mNkosinathistandingrighthereinfrontof

you.

Me:Noyou'renot.TheNkosinathiIknowwould

neverdothistomeandwon'tevenhurtme.The

NkosinathiIknowisn'tthisstrangerstandingin

frontofme,Idon'tknowyouwhenyou'relike

thisandIdon'twishtoknowthisman.Nowlet

goofmeKhabazela.

Helookeddownandletgo.Iwasn'tgoingto

leavehimherealone,Iknowhemightstart

smashingthingsandhurtinghimself.Iwashed

mywristsandhewaslookingatmewithregret

inhiseyes.



Me:Let'sgo

Ikissedhimandheldhishandaswewalked

downthestairsgoingtojointheothers.We

werealltalkingandlaughingwellbesides

grumpyNkosi.Isatontopofhimandwe

sharedabeer.SeeNkosineedssomeonewho'll

challengehimandbeabletostanduptohim,

hecan'thavehiswaythrougheverythingand

youhavetolearntoputyourfootdown.Idon't

getangryquicklyanddon'targueover

unnecessarythings.Thepartywassomuchfun

andit'swhatwereallyneeded,tojustloosenup

andenjoyeachotherscompany.Idon'tknow

wherethisZimiendedupandIaskedSneh

Sneh:Shegotboredandwenthome.

Me:Ohokay

Shedidwell,wedon'twantanydramaandI

knowforsureshe'soneofthegirlsNkosinathi

hasfucked.



Mpho:Let'sgochilloutside,it'sgettingreally

hotinhere

Athi:Greatidea.Nkosiyougood?

Nkosi:Yeah

Iwhisperedtohim

Me:Stopbeinggrumpyandlivealittle,it'sa

partyafterall.Iwenttodancewithmyfriends

andNangamsosawmywrists

Ngamso:Whathappenedhere?

Me:Handcuffs

Zandy:Mmmhhelikestakingcontrol

Me:Gotthatright

Weallcheeredandlaughed.Icouldn'ttellthem

thatNkosihurtme,soIjustcameupwitha

whitelie.Peopleshouldn'tknowwhathappens

behindcloseddoorsinyourrelationshipand

theyshouldn'tknowyourdownfallssomewhere

inlifetheymightendupusingitagainstyou.I



loveandtrustallmyfriendsbutthisisn'tan

issueIwouldtellthenaboutbecausedueto

theiroverprotectivenessthey'dbeonNkosi's

case.Hewasn'tenjoyinghimselfanymore,he

wasjustlaughingalittle.Ijustwanthimto

forgetaboutwhathappened,Iknowhewon't

andwe'restillgoingtotalkaboutthisbuthe

justneedstoforgetfornowandenjoythe

moment.Ishouldn'tevenbeworriedorcare

abouthimorIshouldbeangryathim

ButIjustcan't.Ilovehimandwanttoseehim

happy,Iwanthimtoliveandovercomethese

angerissuesofhis.Iknowitwon'tjusthappen

overnightbutitsworthatry.Iwenttohimand

satonhimwithmylegsaroundhiswaist.

Nkosi:Doyoustillloveme?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Doyoustillwanttobewithme?

Me:Iwouldn'tbehereifIdidn'twantto.



Nkosi:I'msorryNaye,Ijust..

Icuthimoffwhilehewasspeakingwithakiss

Me:We'llspeakaboutthiswhenwe'retogether.

FornowIjustwantmyNkosibackandforhim

toenjoytheparty.

HenoddedandIgotoffhim.Hepoured20

shotsandgulpedtheminaminute

Bonga:More!!!

Thabo:We'regettingsmashedtonight!IfNkosi

candoit,socanwe

Lubah:I'min!!

Zee:SoamI!

Wealllaughedandtheytooktheirshots.Zee

wasreallydrunkandDannytookhertotheir

roomwhichtheyusewhentheyarehere.

Phila:I'malsogoingtosleepnow,itsbeenfun.

Zandy:Iwantedtoseethesunrisebutno,I'm



damndrunkandIneedtosleep.

Peoplestartedgoingtotheirrooms,itwas

around3amandwealsowenttoourroom.I

tookofmyclothesandwenttotakeashower,I

heardthedooropenandNkosiwasnaked,

comingintojoinme.Istillcan'tgetusedto

seeinghimnakedandhishugedick.Hestarted

kissingmyneckandsqueezingmyboobs,yup

he'sabouttodestroymyvirgina.Iturned

aroundandfacedhim.I'mreallyshort Ihave

totiptoesoIcanatleastreachhislips,wellhe

hastolookdownandnotstandupstraight.He

laughedatmeandcarriedmewithmylegs

aroundhiswaist.Thewarmwaterrunningall

overourbodiesasourlipscollided.Heinserted

hislargemanhoodandstartedpounding.We

madeloveandthentookashower.Wedriedup

andcarriedmetobed.

Nkosi:Wanttowearyourpyjamasoryournight

dress?



Me:Nightdressplease.

Hetookanddressedme,Ifeltlikeababy I

lovethegentleandsoftsidethatNkosihas.He

isjustanamazingguy.WegotintobedandI

laidonhimwithmyheadonhischest.Wewere

silentforawhileandIwasjustlisteningtohis

heartbeat.

Nkosi:ImetZimiinaclubwewenttowith

Mpho,AthiandBonga.Shecameuptouswith

herfriends,weboughtdrinksandgotdrunk.

ShewantedtogohomewithmesoItookthe

opportunityofgettingfreepussy.Itookherwith

meandwefucked.Shewantedmetopayher

soIdidsobasicallyshesoldherselftome.

Me:Howmanyfreepussy'shaveyougot?

Nkosi:Fromherorothergirls?

Me:You'vesleptwithhermorethanonce?How

manygirlshaveyoushaggedNkosinathi?

Nkosi:Sleptwithhertwice.Theothersgirlsit



wasjustaonceoffthingsometwice.Itwould

bealieifIsaidtherewereafew.

Ijustlookedathimandnodded.Hedidnotice

I'mabithurtbythisandIdon'tknowwhycause

heisaguyandhehasneeds.Thismandown

theresurelydoesn'ttakeDIYsandcoldshowers

verywell.

Nkosi:I'msorryNaye

Me:Youdon'thavetobesorry,you'reaguyand

Iunderstand.Didyousleepwiththemonthe

samebedyou'rewe'resleepingon.

Nkosi:No,Ididn'tevenbringthemhome.Itook

themtooneofmyapartments

Me:Youhaveapartments?

Nkosi:Yes,Ihave5.I'mrentingthemoffnow.

Me:Whatelsedoyoudo?

Nkosi:Ihavemycompany,theapartmentsand

smallbusinessesinLangelihle,PanelBeating,



ShisanyamaandBottlestore.TheShisanyama

wasMayibongwe'sidea.Sowewentonwithit.

Me:Ohthat'sgood.

Nkosi:IloveyouNaye,IknowIscrewupandI

hurtyoubutI'mreallyreallysorry.Mybiggest

fearisloosingyouandIkeepondoingstupid

thingsthatcouldmakeyoujustleaveme.

Me:Iwon'tleaveyou.Butyoudoknowthatyou

cannotjustthinkyoucancontrolmeandtellme

whattodoandwhatnottodo.

Nkosi:I'lltry.Igetjealous,reallyevenoverlittle

things.ItendtogetoverprotectiveandI'ma

controlfreak.I'mreallysorryIhurtyou,IknowI

scaredyou.

Me:Youdid,forasecondthereIthoughtyou'd

beatmeup.

Nkosi:I'llneverdothattoyou,I'dkillmyselfifI'd

dothat.I'mreallysorry



Me:Itsfine.

Nkosi:Youshouldsleep

Me:I'mnotsleepy.Iwannastayupwithyou

Nkosi:I'vebeenmeaningtoaskyousomething

butitcompletelyslippedmymind.

Me:Whatisit?

Nkosi:IhavetogotoLosAngeles.

Me:Wow!That'sawesome wait,thatwasn't

aquestionthough

Nkosi:Ineedyoutocomewithme,willyou

pleasecomewithme?

Me:oh

Nkosi:I'llunderstandifyoucan'tbutI'dreally

loveitifyoucamewith.

Me:I'dlovetogowithyou,when?

Nkosi:Monday

Me:What!Whydidn'tyoutellmeearlier?How



manydays?

Nkosi:Aweek

Me:Aweek!Emihlestillneedstogotoschool,

I'veneverleftherforaweek

Nkosi:I'msorryIshould'vethoughtaboutit.I

needapartner,likeaplusone.Idon'tknowwho

I'lltakenow.

Me:Wecanworkitout.Thenannywillstaywith

Emihle,she'susedtoherbutshedoesn'twork

duringweekends.

Nkosi:Itsjustthisoneweekend.I'llpayher

doubleifIhaveto.

Me:We'lltalktoEmihleaboutitokay.Ifshe's

sadanddoesn'twantmetogo,thenIwon'tgo.

Ifshedoesn'tmindthenI'llgo.

Nkosi:Thankyou.

Me:Sowhatwe'llwebedoing?

Nkosi:Wellyou'llaccompanymetomeetings,



pressconferencesandthere'llbeaneventwe

havetoattend.Mostlyworkrelatedthings.

Me:WhyshouldIattendmeetingswithyou?

Nkosi:I'mnottakingmyPAwithmesoyou,Dr

KhozawillhavetobemyPA.

Me:FrombeingaDoctortobeingaPersonal

Assistant,mylifeissointeresting.

Welaughedandkissedforawhile

Me:You'rereallygoingplaces,I'mproudofyou.

Nkosi:Thankyou.There'llbealotoftraveling

forthefirstfewmonthssinceI'llbeworking

internationallywithmyteam.Itslikeinstarting

everythingfromscratchjustinadifferentplace.

OurfirstprojectisinLosAngeles,thenextwill

beinCanada.

Me:You'restickingtoyouremployeesright?

Nkosi:YesbutalongthewayIwillhavetohire

newpeople,therewillbealotofworksowe



needmoreworkers.Especiallytheconstructors

anddesigners.Itwillbealotofhardwork,but

itsworthit.

Me:Iknowyou'lldoagreatjob.Youhavemy

support.

Nkosi:Ican'tdothiswithoutyouNaye,I'llneed

youbymyside.

Me:Andthat'swhereI'llbe.Byyoursideatall

times.Wellmaybenottherephysicallyattimes

butyouknowwhatImean.Icantalwaysbe

travelingwithyou,Ihaveajobandachildto

takecareof.

Nkosi:Iunderstand.IwillmakesureIdon't

traveltoomuch.Emihleneedsbothherparents

byherside.

WhyhaveIbeensoblind?Thisguylovesme

andmydaughter,hehasacceptedherand

takesherashisownchild.Iamveryluckyto

haveNkosinathi.



Me:Iloveyou

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo

Ikissedhischestrightdowntohismanhood,

yepIwasbeingabadgirl andhewasloving

it.Sometimesyoujusthavetogotheextramile

anddestroythe"I'llneverdothatlist"Makeyour

manfeellikeamanandtakecontrol.Showhim

thatyoucantakechargeandmakehimloose

hissenses.Hewasgroaningoutloudandthat

mademepleasedwithmyself.There'sno

greaterfeelingthanhearinghimgroanand

knowingyou'rethereasonbehinditandthat

you'resatisfyinghimineverypossibleway.I

wipiedmymouthandlaidbesidehim,hewas

stillpantingandcatchinghisbreath.His

manhoodwasstillashardasarock.

Nkosi:Seewhatyoudidtome?

Me:Itsnotlikeyoudidn'tenjoywhatIdid.

Nkosi:Ilovedit.You'reanaughtygirl,and



naughtygirlsgetpunished.

Me:Isthatso?

Nkosi:Yesitis.

Me:Let'sseeyoutry.

Helaughedatmeandleftthebed.Whatishe

doing?Hewenttohisdrawerandicouldn't

reallyseewhathehadinhishands.Hekissed

meandtookmyhands,hehandcuffedme!And

chainedmetothebed.Ohmyword!He'llreally

punishme.Heinsertedhismanhoodanddidit

niceandslowly,he'spacegotquickerand

thrusteddeeperanddeeper.

Me:Aah,Nkosinathi..Iwanttotouchyou.

Nkosi:Youhavetofreeyourselfifyouwantto

dothat.

Hefuckedmeharderandharder,whilebiting

myneck,suckingmyboobsandpenetrating

deeper,hittingalltherightplaces.Thewayhe's



makingmybodyfeel,Iloveeverypartofthis

punishment.Thiscan'tbecloudnine,IthinkI'm

oncloud18 Doublethepleasure.

Nkosi:Waitforme.

Hequickenedhispaceandwebothreleasedat

thesametime.Hetookoffthehandcuffsand

laidonme.Iturnedhimaroundandhandcuffed

him.Iwasonhimwithinafewseconds

Nkosi:Sothisishowyouwannaplay?

Me:Playingdirtyismything.Iwinkedathim

androdehimlikeneverbefore.Iwasfighting

forcontrolandIkeptgoingandbitinghisneck.

Hebrokethroughthehandcuffs!Whatthehell!?

Howdidhedothat!Heturnedmearoundand

hadmefromtheback.Hereallywasn'thaving

anymercyonme.

Nkosi:I'llshowyouhowtoplaydirty,Mrs

Mkhize.
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ItsMonday We'reofftoLosAngeles.

YesterdayweaskedEmihleifshehada

problemwithusleavingforaweekandshesaid

no.ShewasactuallyveryhappythatI'mleaving

causeshenevergetstotellherfriendsthather

momistravelingoverseas.Sheisjusta

sweetheart,wespentthedaywithherandshe

hadsomuchfun.Nkosipromisedhera

vacationonceschoolscloseandtheyhada

greatagreement.Shehelpedmepacklastnight

andIdroppedheroffatschoolthismorning.

Nkosihiredadriverthatwoulddrivehertoand

fromschoolwiththenannythereandwould



drivethemanywheretheywant.I'mallready

andpacked.Nkositoldmetopackafewthings

causeourwardrobesaresorted.Idon'tknow

whatthatmeansbutIchoosetotrusthim.I

packedmysexynumber,the15thousandrand

dress.NkosihasneverseenitbeforeandI'm

planningtowearitatthatsocialeventwe're

goingto.I'msurebeingaPAforjustoneweek

won'tbethathard.Nkosiwillbemeetingmeby

theairport.ThedriverdrovemetoKingShaka

andhewasalreadytherewaitingforme.My

friendsaresoexcitedaboutmeandNkosi

goingtoLA,IpromisedI'dsendthempictures

andvideos.Itsmyfirsttimetravelingoutofthe

countryandIbesthopeitwillbeagreat

experience.

Nkosi:Youlooksimple,yetsobeautiful

Me:You'remakingmeblushdude.Helaughed

andwekissed.Wegotontheplaneanditwas

justthetwoofus.Ithoughtwe'retakingthe



economicflight,noharmdonethough.Wewere

serveddrinksandNkosiwasonhislaptop.

Nkosi:Herearesomenotesyoushouldreadup

onjustsoyoucangetthepictureandknow

whatwe'reonabout.It'sthebasics,thevision

andmissionofthecompany.Whywedecided

totakeupthehugedealofworking

internationallyetc.

Me:OkayI'llgetonwithit,we'regoingtoa

meetingtoday?

Nkosi:Yeslove.

Ismiledandstartedreading.Ilovebeingapart

ofthisandhavingtohelphim.IreadupandI

wasdone,hetoldmeaboutsomeother

businessdeals.Whattheybasicallydoisthat

theydesignhotels,buildings,interiordesignetc

theniftheclientishappy.Theynowcreatetheir

designsandthat'swheretheconstructors

comeinandifit'sinterior,theinterior



decoratorstakeupthejob.Inthiscase,its

rebuildinganoldhotelandmakeitbiggerand

better.Newbuilding,newinterioranditsjusta

hugeprojectandwhatmakesitmoredifficultis

thatitsoverseas.Nkosinathiwasveryluckyand

itshowsthathardworkreallypaysoff.Heis

nowgoingtobeawellknownarchitectandhis

companywillbeknowninternationally.Hehas

togoalloutanddohisbestwiththisproject.

Therestoftheflightwasspentlearningmore

abouthiscompanyandIgottorestalittle.We

gotthereanditwasalreadyanoon,15minsto

6pm.Itwasreallybeautifulandweweredriven

tothehotelwe'dbeusing.Everythingseemsto

besortedout.Thisplacelooksamazing!The

hoteljusttookmybreatheaway.Wewereat

WestinBenoventureHotelitlookedreally

beautiful.Aladyapproachedusandshewas

alsojustsobeautiful.

Her:MrMkhize,DrKhoza.Pleasedtomeetyou,



I'mKaylaandI'llshowyoutoyourrooms.We'll

let'sjustsayyou'restuckwithmeforaslongas

you'rehere.

Welaughedandwewenttooursuite.Itwas

reallybiganditwasactuallylikeaminihouse.

Kayla:Everythinghasbeensortedoutasyou

askedMrMkhize,yourdinnermeetingwillbein

2hours.ThedriverwilltakeyoutoChiSpacca

wereyou'llbehavingdinner.DrKhoza,your

hairstylistandmakeupartistwillarriveinan

hour.Doenjoyyourevening.Withthatsaidshe

left.

Me:Makeup?Hairstylists?

Nkosi:Yes.

Healsojustleftmestandingthere,wowthis

willbeonelongweek.Ipouredaglassofwine

andwenttotakeabath,Ishavedmyarmpits,

virginaandlegs.Afteriwasdonepampering

myselfiwenttolookatwhatseemstobemy



wardrobe.Thereweresomanyclothes,alljust

sobeautifulandtheywereallmysize.The

shoes!!!Werealljustbreathtaking.Ifellinlove

withallthedressesanditwillbehardchoosing

whattoweartonight.Nkosinathididallthisfor

me?I'mfeelingabitoverwhelmednow.

Me:Nkosinathi,allthisisforme?

Nkosi:Yes,itallbelongstoyou.That'swhyI

saidyoushouldpacklight.

Me:I'msureallofthiswasreallyexpensive

Nkosiandwecantakeallthesebackandjust

leaveafew.Ijustdon'tknowwhattosay

Nkosi:Youdon'tlikethem?

Me:IlovethemNkosinathi,Ilovethemall.

Nkosi:Thenyou'rekeepingthemall.

Me:Youshouldn'tbespendingsomuchonme.

Youworkhardforthemoneyyoumakeand

now



Nkosi:AndnowitstimeIspentitonthepeople

Ilove.IworkhardsoIcanbeabletotakecare

ofmyfamily.You'remyfamilyNaye,you'remy

heartandtakingcareofyoumakesmehappy.I

knowyou'reusedtobeingindependentand

providingforyourselfandIlovethataboutyou,

Ilovethatyoudon'tneedamanandhismoney

soyoucansurvive.Ilovethatyou'reahard

workerandverystubborn.Butpleasejustlet

meloveyouandtakecareofyou.Iknowyou

don'tlovemeformymoney.

Hecuppedmyfaceandkissedmycheeks.

Me:Thankyou,whatshouldIwear?

Nkosi:Idon'tknow.Pleasedoalsopickasuit

formeafteryou'vedecidedonwhatyou'llwear.

I'mgoingtotakeashower.Iloveyou

Me:Loveyoumore

Okay!Nowthiswillbehard.Ilookedarounda

pickedaredbelowthekneedress.Itshows



somecleavageandithaslongsleevesandits

verytight.IpickedablackshirtforNkosi,itwas

atightfitandblackshoes,notie,whiteshirt.

Therewasaknockonthedooranditwasthe

hairstylistandmakeupartist.Theyintroduced

themselvesasAshley(makeup)AndLloyd

(Hairstylist)

Theystartedandworkedtheirmagiconme.I

mustsay,Ilookedverybeautiful.Itooka

pictureandsentittothegirls.TheyleftandI

wenttoNkosi.

Nkosi:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou getdressedorwe'regoingto

belate

Nkosi:Yesmam

Igavehimhisclothesandwatchedhimashe

gotdressed

Nkosi:Aren'tyousupppsedtobealsogetting

dressed?



Me:Yesbutijustwantedtojustwatchyouget

dressed

Nkosi:You'reweird

Ialsogotdressedandhecouldn'ttakehiseyes

ofme.Itwastimeforustoleavenowandhe

heldmyhandaswewalkedtothecar.Wegot

totheresturantanditwasbeautiful.Ididn't

knowwhowe'remeetingwithbutseemslikehe

knowssincehe'sleadingtheway.Wejoined

twocouplesandtheystoodandweallshook

handsandhugged.

Nkosi:MrandMrsAdams,MrandMrsPillay,

it'sgoodtoseeyouagain.ThisisDrKhoza,she

ownsmyheart

MrsA:Pleasedtomeetyou,Imustsayyou're

reallybeautiful.Suchfineskin,whatdoyouuse?

Me:Thankyou Ijustusecoconutoil.

MrsP:I'llsuretrysome.



Weallsatdownandordereddrinks,Iordered

orangejuiceandNkosilaughedalittle.He

camecloserandwhispered

Nkosi:Thankyou.

ThisguythinksIhaveadrinkingproblemor

what?I'msurehereallydoesn'tlikeitwhenI

drinkalcohol.Tough,causeIwon'tstop.The

mendiscussedbusinessandweladieswere

talkingaboutclothesandthelatestcelebrity

newstheyweretellingmeabout.Theyareboth

housewivesandenjoyspendingtheirhusbands

money.

MrsA:Sowhatdoyouspecializein?

Me:I'magynaecologist.

MrsP:Wowthat'samazing,Iwasoncea

veterinarianbutaftergivingbirthtomysecond

bornIdecidedtostayathome.

Me:Idon'tthinkI'denjoystayingathome.Ilove

whatIdo.



MrsA:Doyouhaveanychildren?

Me:Yes,onedaughterandyourself?

MrsA:Ihavetwodaughters

MrsP:Ihavetwosonsandonedaughter.Shaun

wantsmorebutIdon't.Ican'tgothroughgiving

birthagain.

MrsA:Wouldyouliketohavemore?

Me:YesIwould

MrsP:HowlonghaveyoubeenwithMrMkhize?

IlaughedathowshepronouncesMkhize

Me:Beentwomonths

MrsA:Butyoualreadyhaveadaughter?

ShewasdefinitelyshockedandIlaughedather.

Me:No,mydaughterwillturn8thisDecember.I

gotherfrommypreviousrelationship,her

fatherpassedawaywhenshewasalmosttwo.

MrsP:OhI'msosorryaboutthat,I'msureit



musthavebeenhard.

Me:YesitwasbutIpulledthrough.I'mhappy

now andMrMkhizelovesherlikehisown.

That'swhatIwasalwaysafraidof,thatmaybe

I'dbeinvolvedwithaguythatwon'taccepthim.

SoIstayedsingleallthistime.

MrsA:AndMrMkhizecamealong

Me:Yesthanhecamealong,heactuallycame

along3yearsago.HelovedmefromthenbutI

justwasn'treadyandhewaitedforme.

MrsP:Suchalovelylovestory imetShaunat

acoffeeshop.

MrsA:Willwasmyannoyingneighbor,wefellin

loveaftermanyyearsofknowingeachother.

Heactuallybulliedmewhenwewereyoung.

Wealllaughedwhilehavingourfood.Ittasted

reallygoodandIgotalongwellwiththese

ladies,MrsPillayisyoungerthanmebyayear

andwe'rethesameagewithMrsAdams.We



wereallhavingoneconversationandNkosiwas

beinghimselfandlaughingmore,hekepton

holdingmyhandandsmilingatme.

MrA:IlookforwardtoworkingwithMrMkhize,

heisagreatmanandshowsthatheis

passionateabouthiswork.Andagreatman

leadswithasmartandbeautifulwomanbehind

him.Neverleavehisside

Me:Thankyou,andIwon't

MrP:I'mshockedandimpressedbyhowmuch

youknowabouthiscompany,itsagoodthing

andyoushouldkeepitup.

Me:Iwill

Wesaidourgoodbyesandtheladiesinvitedme

tohavelunchandshoppingwiththemon

Thursdays.

Nkosi:Youwereamazingtonight,thankyou.

Me:Mypleasure.



Wegottothehotelandhewastalkingnonstop

andfilledwithexcitement.Iloveseeinghimthis

happyandwe'rejustlostinourhappybubble.I

tookofmyshoesanddressthenworemy

pyjamas.Nkosicametositnexttomeandwe

watchedamoviecalledMebeforeYou.Itwasa

greatyetsosadattheendIendedupcrying.

Nkosi:Idon'tgetwhyyou'recrying,Iwould've

donethesame.

Me:That'sjustsuicide

Nkosi:Itsnot,thisguywantedbackalifethat

hewillneverhavebackandstayingjusttobea

burdentopeopleisn'twhati'dwant.

Me:I'dloveandtakecareofyouevenifyou're

paralyzed

Nkosi:Iknowyouwouldbutthatwouldlimit

youandwon'tbeabletoliveyourlifefully.

Me:Iunderstand,wantsomemuffinsandice

cream?



Nkosi:I'lljusthaveabeer.

Me:Comingrightup!

IgavehimandwesatandhewatchedmeasI

ate.

Nkosi:Youlovejunkfood,youhardlyeat

vegetables.

Me:Idon'tlikethem

Nkosi:Buttheyarehealthy,youdon'tevenwork

out.Howdoyoukeepyoursexybodyshape?

Me:Idon'tknow,Idon'thavetimetoworkout.

Nkosi:You'rejustlazy

Me:I'mgladyouknow,sowhatarewedoing

tomorrow?

Nkosi:YourjobasaPAbegins,we'regoingtoa

boardmeeting.Itstartsat10am.Iwasthinking

ofgettinganapartmenthere,Ican'talwaysbe

inahotelwhenIcomehere.



Me:Ifyouwanttothenyoucangoaheadand

buyit.ItsyourdecisiontomakeandIdothink

it'sagoodideasinceyou'llbecomingbackhere

forsometime.

Nkosi:Andwheneverwecomeforavacation.

EmihlestillwantstoalsocometoLA,sohaving

anapartmentwithherownroomwouldbegreat.

Me:Yesitwould.

Nkosi:I'mgladyoucamewithme,ireallydid

needyou.ImagineifIhadwentaloneandthey

camewiththeirwives.Thesemenusuallydon't

takeyouseriouslyifyou'rejustabachelorand

it'sactuallyverytrue.Amanneedsawise

womanbyhissideinordertosucceedand

achievemore.

Me:Iguessyou'reright.Menwouldbenothing

withoutwomen.

Nkosi:Wewouldn'tevenexist.AndIwouldbe

nothingwithoutyou.Mylifehasbeengreatfor



thepasttwomonthsandyou'vemademe

happierthanI'veeverbeen.Ireallyappreciate

howyou'vegavemylifeameaninganda

reasontolookforwardtoeachday.

Me:I'mgladandseeingyouhappymakesme

happy.You'vechangedmylifeforthebetter

andIappreciateyou.

Nkosi:Iknowyoumightsaynotothisbutit's

worthatry.IreallylovehavingyouandEmihle

overatmyhouseandIlovewakingupnextto

youeverymorningandit'ssomethingIwantto

dofortherestofmylife.Nayewillyouplease

moveinwithme.

Istoodupandwenttothrowawaythetubof

icecream.Hewasalreadygettingsad,

Nkosinathiisanemotionalwreckandhe'svery

sensitive.Asmuchasheactsallstrongandall

controlling,heiseasilyhurt.Isatontopofhim

andsmiled



Me:You'reright,Imightsayno.Butyou'realso

wrongcauseIwon'tsayno.I'dlovetomovein

withyouNkosinathi

Nkosi:What!Really?Hewassohappy I

couldn'thelpbutlaughathisfacialexpression.

Me:Yes,don'tmakemechangemymind

Nkosi:You'vemademethehappiestmanalive.

Thankyou

Me:I'mgladIdid.

Nkosi:WhenwegetbacktoSA,you'removing

thesameday.

Me:Andmyhouse?

Nkosi:Wewon'tsellit,we'llrentitout.

Me:Youhadallthisfiguredout.

Nkosi:Iguessso.ThankyouNaye

Ismiledandkissedhim

Me:Mypleasure,MrMkhize.



#NNBBF

Hopeyou'llenjoy

Pleaselikeandcomment!

Invitefriendstolikepageandsupportus!

Insert13

Hewasright,wakingupnexttohimisthebest

feelingever.IlovehowIfallasleepinhisarms

andwakeupstillthere.Hemakesmefeelsafe

andprotected.AllinallI'mjustdeeplyinlove

withhim.Itookmyphoneanditwas8:30am!

Ourmeetingstartsat10am,we'regoingtobe

lateifwedon'twakeupnow.

Me:Nkosinathiwakeup

Nkosi:Okay,I'llwakeupin5mins.

Ikissedhimandwenttotakeashower.Hewas

stillsleepingwhenIwasdone.



Me:Nkosinathi!

Nkosi:I'mup.

Helookedannoyedandstrolledtothe

bathroom.Ilaughedalittleandtookoutagrey

slimfitsuit,whiteshirtandbrownshoes.Notie,

helikesopeningthefirsttwobuttonsofhis

shirt.Iloveitwhenhedoesn'twearacoatand

foldshissleeves helookssohandsome.

EnoughdaydreamingaboutNkosi Itookout

agreysuitwithwhiteshirtandblackstiletto's

formyself.Roomservice!They'vebroughtour

breakfast.Ithankedthemandsetituponthe

table.NkosicameandIdishedupforhimand

myself

Nkosi:Thankyou

Weateinsilencewhilehewasstaringatme.As

weirdasitis,heloveswatchingmechew.After

weweredoneIwenttobrushmyteethandmy

hairstylistandmakeupartistarrived.They



workedtheirmagicandIwasallsetandready.

GotdressedandwaitedforNkosi.Heissoslow

andtiredtodayandhiseyesareabitred.

Maybehe'sgettingafeveroritsjustflue.

Nkosi:Doyouhaveanypainkillers?

Me:YesIdo.

Itooktwoandgavehimwithaglassofwater.

Nkosi:Thankyou,I'mfeelingreallytiredand

haveamassiveheadache.

Me:Willyoubeokayfortoday?

Nkosi:YesIwill.

Hekissedmycheekandgothisbriefcaseand

laptopbag.Itookmybagandwewenttothe

carwe'reusingsincewhilstwe'rehere.The

driverdroveustowherethemeetingwillbe

heldandwewerejustontime.MrPillayandMr

Adamsintroducedustotheothersandthe

meetingstarted.Iwastakingdownnotesand



recordingwithmyphonejustincaseIleaveout

somethingimportant,I'llhavethetapeonmy

phone.Themeetingcontinuedwithallthese

businessmantalkingandpresentingtheir

businessplans.Hourswentbyanditwaslunch

time.Nkosiwillpresenthisbusinessplanafter

lunch.Hewasgettingworseandheaskedtobe

excused.Hewasgoneforawhileandsome

guycametocallmesayingMrMkhizeiscalling

meoutside.IwentthereandNkosiwasinthe

carwithhisshirtoff.

Nkosi:Idon'tknowwhyI'mfeelinglikethisbutI

won'tbeabletodothis.Ineedyoutostandin

forme.

Me:What!Areyoucrazy?Noonewilltakeme

seriouslyinthere

Nkosi:Theywill.

Me:Ican'tdothatNkosinathi,whatwillIeven

say.



Nkosi:Youknowaboutthebusinessandyou

knoweverythingaboutthisproject,Iknow

you'veneverdonethisbeforebutItrustyou.All

I'vetaughtyouisbeingtestedtoday.Don'tlet

medown,Iloveyou.

Me:I'lldomybest.

WhatthehellisNkosinathidoingtome

I'mactuallygoingtodamnpeeonmyself.How

willIevenstandinfrontofallthesemen,who

mightnoteventakemeseriously.Youknow

howtheysayit'samansworld.Plustheseare

America'sbigbusinessmenandhotelowners

whowantthebestforthemselvesandtheir

businesses.Nkosiisnowdependingonme,I

mustatleastget2ormoreclientsinterested.

MaybeIwon'tevenwinoverone there'sjust

somuchpressure!Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletodo

this.

MrA:Iseverythingokay?IjustsawMrMkhize

leave.



Me:Heisnotwell,hehadtogo.

MrA:That'sbadandevenworseforhis

company,whatwillhedoknow?

Me:I'llbefillingupforhim.

MrA:Goodluckonthat,you'llbethefirst

womantoeventakeastandinfrontofthese

men.Allthebest

Thatdidn'tmakemefeelanybetter,insteadI

wasgettingreallyreallyscaredIwishIcould

justvanish.Everyonewasnowcomingback

fromlunchandgatheringonthetable.Igota

textfromNkosi

Nkosi:YoucandothisMaHlase,you'restronger

thanyouthink.

Mc:MrMkhizepleasecomeforward.

Itookhislaptopandwentforward.Theygave

mestrangelooksAndthenerveswerestarting

tokickin.Mostwomansittingbesidestheir



menortheirbossesweresmilingandsome

weregivingmethebadeye.

Me:GoodDayLadiesandGentlemen.I'msure

itscomingoffasasurprisetoseemestanding

hereinsteadofMrMkhize.Unfortunatelyhe

couldn'tstayanylonger,hewasn'treallyfeeling

well.I'llbepresentinghisbusinessplanonhis

behalf.

Man:AreyouhisPAorhisWife?

Iwasn'texpectingthisquestion,Idon'tknow

whattosay.WhileIwaslookingaroundMr

Pillaymouthed"SayYes"Iclearedmythroat

andnodded

Me:Yes,YesI'mhiswife.

Man:YouwereintroducedasDrKhoza,amI

right?

Fuck!Whydidn'tIrememberthat.

Me:Yes,Iwas.ByprofessionIamaDoctorand



mostpeopleknowmeasDrKhoza,wellthat

wasmysurnamebeforeIgotmarried.We've

onlybeenmarriedtraditionallysothestatestill

usesKhozaasmysurname.Willsurelyinvite

youtothewhitewedding.Iwouldliketostop

talkingaboutmyprivateaffairsandpresentthis

withoutanydisturbancesjustliketheothermen

havebeengivenanopportunitywithoutbeing

disturbed.Let'streateachotherfairlyand

equallyplease.Thankyou.

Iturnedontheprojectorandstartedpresenting.

Italkedaboutthebusiness,howitworks,the

benefitsofworkingwithusetcbasically

everythingthatNkositaughtmeandwhatwas

onthebusinessplan.Ishowcasedsomeofthe

previousworksandtheirbiggestprojectsetc

andsomeoftheirdesignsIwasshockedwhen

twoofmydesignsshowed.I'llgetNkosiforthis!

AfteranhourIwasdoneandIthanked

everyoneandstartedpacking.Peoplestoodup



andstartedclappingtheirhandsasIwentto

takemyseat.Iwassmilingandstillvery

nervous.ItextedNkosiandtoldhimIwasdone,

IthinkImesseditup.

MrP:Youdidverywell.Ithoughtyouwouldn't

hearmewhenIsaidsayyes.Theyonlytrust

marriedmanandifyouwerejustaPA,they

wouldn'thavetakenyouseriously.Imsurethey

would'veaskedyoutostepoffthepodium.

Me:Wow,it'sreallytoughoutthere.Thankyou

verymuch,Idon'tknowwhatIwould'vedoneifI

hadmessedthisup.ItmeansalottoNkosi.

MrA:Youdidwell,I'msureheisproudofyou.

Hesmiledandwesatthereasthemeeting

continued.Whentheofficialsspoke,Itook

notesandafteranotherthreehours.The

meetingwasover,itwasnowtimetoseeif

yourpitchwasimpressiveornot.Thatwill

showbythenumberofclientsyou'regoingto

make.Weweregivenanhourtomingleand



dinewhiletheyweresortingoutthepaperwork.

Itwasthenannouncedhowmanyclientseach

companygot.

MC:MkhizeKhabazelaPtyLtdhasmade

17clients.Thiswasthecompanywiththemost

clients,Congratulations.Iwantedtojumpand

scream!!17clients!DidIhearthatcorrectly?I

gotatextfromNkosisayingCongratulations

MrsMkhize.Ilaughedandotherpeoplealso

cametocongratulatethecompany.Iwish

Nkosiwashere.IsaidmygoodbyestoMr

AdamsandMrPillay,theyareindeedgreat

people.

MrP:CongratulationsDrKhoza,docongratulate

MrMkhizeandIhopehegetswellsoon.Hehas

alotofworktodo.

Me:Iwillmakesurehegetsbetter.Thankyou

verymuch.Itookmybagandlaptopbagthen

fetchedthepaperworkfromthenewclientsand

thedriverwasalreadywaitingforme.Wedrove



offandIwasfeelingveryexcitedtosee

Nkosinathi.Igottothehotelandtheelevator

wasjusttakingitstime.Iopenedthedoor,

kickedoffmyshoesandtookoffmycoat.

Me:Nkosinathi!!

IscreamedasIrantothebedroom.Ithrew

myselfonthebedandhewasveryexcitedto

seeme.

Nkosi:Naye,Icannotthankyouenough.You

didbeyondwhatIexpected.Thankyouvery

much.Iwaswatchingyou,IaskedShaunto

makeavideo.

Me:Yousneaky!Andwhydidyouputmy

designsthere!

Nkosi:Iwantedtosurpriseyou.Itsoundedso

goodwhentheycalledyouMrsMkhize

Me:Whatever Areyouokay?

Nkosi:I'mabitbetter,Ihardlygetsickandthis



isstrange.Iwasevenvomiting.

Me:Maybeyourbodyistryingtogetusedto

LA'sweathercondition.Justseasonalflu.I'll

makehotwaterandlemonforyou.

Nkosi:Thankyou,Idon'tknowwhatwouldI

havedonewithoutyou.I'mtheluckiestman

alive.Ireallyappreciatewhatyoudidforme

todayandhowyoustoodupandshowedyour

strength.You'reareindeedawonderfulwoman

withmanyhiddentalents.

Me:You'remakingmeblush andhere'sthe

paperwork.Ievenknowwhat'sallthatfor.

Nkosi:17clients,thisisgoingtobesomuch

workandtheyareallfromdifferentplaces.Its

allworthitthough,thecompanywillhaveabig

name.Allofthiswouldn'thavehappened

withoutyou.

Me:EnoughpraisesalreadyNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Ihopethisonewillbedonewithin



3monthssowecouldmovetothenextbigone.

We'llworkwith3projectsatatimethat'swhyI'll

needtostarthiringmorepeople.Naye,these

areworthbillions.

HewasreallyexcitedandIwasjustgettingon

withmyownstuff.Mygirlsweretextingmeone

wayandIwasn'tpayinganyattentiontoNkosi

goingonaboutwork.HonestlyIwouldnever

surviveasabusinessperson,itstoomuch

pressureandalotofwork.Yesitmakeslotsof

moneybutitsjustnotforme.Iworemybikini

andNkosilookedatmeweirdly

Me:What?

Nkosi:Youlooksexy.

Me:Thankyou Myjobisdonefortheday,

nowI'mgoingtoenjoyLA.Ilefthimintheroom

andwenttotheswimmingpoolarea,itwasnt

thatfullbuttherewerepeoplethere.Aftera

swimIcameoutandNkosiwasalreadysitting



onthebeachchairsontheside.Thisguy!

Wasn'theworking?Hewaswatchingoverme

andIjustsmiledathim.Iwentforanother

swimandIwasdonefortheday.Hefollowed

meashesawmeleaving.

Me:Didn'tyoucomedowntoswim?

Nkosi:Icametowatchoveryou.Idon'twant

anyonemessingwithyou.

Me:I'mnotachild

Nkosi:Iknow,butmanymenwouldn'tbeable

toresistthatbodysoIhadtocomewatchover

you.Idon'twantanyonetouchingyou

inappropriatelyoreventouchingyouatall.

Ilaughedathimandwrappedatowelovermy

body

Me:Happynow?

Nkosi:Yes

WegottoourroomandItookashower.WhenI



cameout,itwasdarkandthelightswereoff.

Me:Nkosinathi,what'sgoingon?

Ifelthimholdmyhandandblindfoldedme.

Me:OkayI'mgettingcurious.

Nkosi:Curiositykilledacat.Don'tworrywe're

justgoingtosithere.

Me:I'mnotevendressed.

Nkosi:ohIforgotaboutthat.Waithere.

Hewasgoneforawhileandthenhecameback.

Nkosi:I'llhelpyougetdressed.

HeputonmyunderwearsandIgiggled

becausehekeptonkissingmyclit.Thenhe

helpedmeintomypyjamas.

Nkosi:Sitdown

Me:WhatifIfall?

Nkosi:Youwon't.



IsatdownandwhatIsatonwasfluffy.Hetook

oftheblindfoldanditwasamazing.Thesetup

wasneartheTVstandandtherewerefluffy

pillowsthatwesatonandaindoorpicnicset

up.Allmyfavoritefoodsandjunkieswerethere

andwine.Withabunchofmovieswe'dwatch.

Me:aaahthisissocute

Nkosi:Youlikeit?

Me:Iloveit

Igrabbedsomepizzafirstwhileheputona

movieandhecametositnexttomeandweate

together.

Nkosi:Iwantyoutohave25%sharesofmy

company.

Me:What?Nothat'scrazy

Nkosi:Iknewyou'dsayno.

Me:Ican'thave25%sharesNkosinathi.Ican't

evenhavesharesofyourcompany.You've



workedtoohardforitandforyoutojustthrow

away25%tosomeoneelse.

Nkosi:You'renotsomeoneelse,you'remy

girlfriendandmypartnerinthis.Whatyoudid

todaygotthecompanymanyclientswhichwill

bringinbillionsandmakeahugechange.You

deserveitandworkedhardwithme.Iknowyou

thinkI'mcrazybutIwhatyoutohavethem.

Me:Ican'taccept25%Nkosinathi.PlusIjust

didwhatyoutoldmetodoandallthisisyour

hardworkandwhatyoutaughtme.Iknow

nothingabouthavingabusiness.

Nkosi:ButIwantyoutohavethesharesNaye.

Me:Let'smakethingseasier,I'lltake5%ofthe

moneyyoumakeoneachoftheseprojectsthat

Ihelpedsignup.Willthatmakeyouhappy?

Nkosi:15%

Me:Nkosi,you'rebeingimpossiblerightnow.

10%andthat'sit.



Nkosi:Fine10%itis.Andyouwillreceivea

monthlyallowance.

Me:Nkosi,IgetpaidverywellatworkandI

don'tneedamonthlyallowance.

Nkosi:Theallowancepartisnotfordiscussion

Naye.

Ijustlookedathimandwatchedthemovie.

Arguingwithhimwon'tchangehismind.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Iignoredhimandcontinuedeatingmyyummy

food.

Nkosi:Naye

Icontinuedignoringhim.

Nkosi:Nottalkingtomewon'tchangemymind.

AndIknowyoulovemetoo.Hekissedmy

cheekandlaughed.

Mxm!Thisguyisreallystubborn! butIlove

himanyway.
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Nkosinathigotbetterandtherestoftheweek

wasspentattendingmeetingsandfunctions.

Tonightwe'regoingtoourlastevent,its

Saturdayandtomorrowwe'reflyingbackto

SouthAfrica.Ihaveremovedmybraidsandhad

myhaircutandstyled,Ilookpretty gotme

rockingEmeliSande'sstyle.Fullbodywaxand

trustme,itwasnofun!Fullbodymassageand

hadmynailsdone.Ithasbeenagoodday,now

we'reofftolunch.We'vebeenbusyallmorning

andtheseladiesshoppinglikecrazy.

MrsP:Let'sgohavelunchatOsteriaMozza.



We'reusingalimoandittookusthere.Itwasa

veryfineandbeautifulrestaurant.Weordered

fruitcocktailswhilstwewerewaitingforour

food.Wehadasmallconversationandourfood

arrived.IgotatextfromBeeaskingmetosend

picturesoftonightandthatthey'llbewatching.I

didn'tknowthatitwouldalsobeshowcased

liveontelevision.Afterlunchweallwentback

andIwasdroppedoffatthehotel.Weneedto

preparefortonight.

Nkosiwasamazedwhenhesawme.

Nkosi:Everyhairstylelooksperfectonyou.You

lookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou

HewashavinglunchandIwenttojoinhim,i

justatebutIwantmorefood.

Nkosi:Sohowwasyourday?

Me:Itwasfun,Ireallyenjoyedmyselfespecially

afterthatlongmeetingwehadyesterday.I



don'tknowhowyougetusedtosuchmeetings.

Nkosi:Itcomeswiththejob,I'veattendedmany

soIgotusedtoit.

Me:Thistastesgood

Nkosi:Youhatefetacheese

Me:Yeahbutthisonetastesgood.Strangehey?

Nkosi:Verystrange.Helookedatmeweirdly

andIshrugged.Icontinuedeatingthecheese

withprovitas.Itdoesreallytastegood.

Nkosi:Willyoubedrinkingalcoholtonight?

Me:NoSir.

Nkosi:(laughs)Thankyou

Me:IdranksomeearlieronsoIwouldn'tbe

thirstyandcravingforwinetonight.

Nkosi:Whatexactlydidyoudrink?

Me:Fruitcocktailandredwine.

Nkosi:Howmanyglasses?



Me:Oneofeach,whyareyoumonitoringmy

alcoholintake?

Nkosi:Justdon'twantyouturningintoan

alcoholic.

Ilaughedathimandtookoutmydress.We

don'thavemuchtimeleft,just2hoursto

prepareandI'llbedoingmymakeuponlysince

myhairisalreadydone.Icalledmyprincess

andshewasexcited.

Emihle:Momlet'sSkypeplease.

Me:okayfine.

WewereonSkypeandNkosicametojoinme

Emihle:Wow!Momyoulookbeautiful.Hey

daddy!

Nkosi:Shelooksreallybeautifulhey.Heymy

daughter,howwasschool?

Emihle:Itwasokay,wehadhockeypracticethis

afternoon.



Me:Ihopeyoudidn'tgethurt

Emihle:NoIdidn'tmom.Whenareyoucoming

back?Imissyoualready

Me:Tomorrowbaby,uhmthere'llbesome

changesthough

Emihle:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:WouldyouliketostaywithDaddy?We're

movinginwithhim,onlyifyouagree.

Emihle:Yes!!I'dloveto!DoesthismeanI'llstay

inmybigroomforever?

Nkosi:Yesyouwill andyou'llgettowatch

yourmoviesonweekends.

Emihle:I'msoexcited!WillauntyNandistilllook

afterme?

Me:Yesbaby.

Emihle:Yes!Momstopcallingmebaby,I'mold

now.



Me:You'llalwaysbeababytome.Iloveyou

Emihle:Iloveyoutooguys.Bye,Ihavetodomy

homeworknow.

Nkosi:Goodbye.

Wesaidourgoodbyesandwenttochillatthe

balcony.

Me:Haveyoursuitready?

Nkosi:Itwillbeherein30mins.Andyourdress?

Me:Sorted.

Nkosi:Ididn'tseeanydressfromthebagsyou

hadtoday.

Me:IboughtitinDurban.Ihaven'thadachance

towearitbeforesoI'mwearingittonight.We

heardthedooropenanditwasKayla.

Kayla:MrMkhize,yoursuitisready.Soisyour

speech,yourcompanygotthemostclientsso

you'reexpectedtomakeaspeech.DrKhoza,

wellMrsMkhizeyouneedtolookbeautifulnext



tohim.

Me:I'lllookbeautifulinmyseatthankyouvery

much.I'mnotabouttostandinfrontof

thousandsofpeople.

Kayla:Yourseatsareatthefrontrowanddon't

worryyouwon'tbeseatedwithstrangers.Mr

AdamsandMrPillaywillalsobeonyourtable

withtheirwives.

Me:Great Iwon'tbebored.

Kayla:Here'syourspeech.Andyou'llhave4

interviews,2beforetheeventbeginsand2after.

Don'ttakeanyotherintervieworanyother

questionsfromthepaparazzi.You'llbeinthe

newspapersbytomorrowmorningandyourlife

isabouttobeintheopen.

Me:Can'twaittogetbacktoSA.I'vehadtoo

manycamerasflashingatme.

Kayla:I'msureitwillbeworsethere,you've

madeitinternationallysotherewillbecameras



flashingatyoueverywhereyougo.It's

importanttokeepagoodimageallthetime,

don'tgivethepresssomethingbadtowrite

aboutyou.

Nkosi:ThiswillbeharderthanIthought

Kayla:Itallstartsnow.

Nkosi:We'releavingtomorrow.I'llbebackin

twoweeks,Ineedyoutogetmethebest

constructionworkersandinterviewthem.I'll

makethefinaldecisiononceIseetheirwork.

Makesureallequipmentweneedisordered

andpaidfor.

Kayla:Thatwillallbesortedwhenyougetback.

TheycontinueddiscussingbusinesswhileIwas

doingmymakeup.Kaylaleftandwebothgot

ready,Igotdressedatthebathroomsohe

wouldn'tseeme.

Nkosi:I'llleaveyouhereifyoudon'tfinishup

rightnow.Youdon'twantustobelate.



Me:Relax,I'mdone.

Iopenedthedoorandcameout.Hecouldn't

stoplookingatme,heblinkedtwiceandcame

closer.Heheldmywaistandkissedme,hekept

ongrabbingmyass,ifelthimashepulledup

mydressgently.

Me:We'llbelate.

Nkosi:Itcanallwait.Fuckyou'renotwearing

anyunderwear!You'redrivingmecrazy.

Ilaughedathimandtouchedhishugedick

whichhadahugeboner.Hecarriedmeand

pinnedmebythewall.Heinsertedhismanhood

andstartedthrusting.Iwasmoaningand

holdinghimclosely.After10mins,he'sphone

rangandIanswered

Kayla:Whereareyou!

Me:We'recoming.Idroppedthecalland

laughed



Me:Wehavetogo

Nkosi:5moreminutes.

After10minsweweredoneandcleanedeach

otherupthenIfixedmyhair

Nkosi:Whenwillthisfunctionend.Idon'teven

wanttogoanymore

Me:Wellyouhaveto.

After15minswearrivedatthevenue.

Nkosi:Areyouready?

Me:Yes

Hegotoutandcameovertoopenthedoorfor

me.ThelightsweretoomuchformeandI

closedmyeyesabit

Nkosi:Areyouokay?

Me:Yes.

Ismiledandhehadhishandonmybackaswe

walked,stoodandsmiledforafewcameras



andKaylacamelookingstunning.

Kayla:Followmeplease,yourfirstinterviewwill

startnow.Theinterviewswereshortandsimple

basicquestionsaboutthebusinessandsome

abouthispersonallifeandwhodressedusand

whatwastheinspirationbehindmyhairstyle

likewhoaskssuchaquestionwhenIhaveno

cluewhatinspiredmyhairdo.Ijustlikedit.

Wewenttoourseatsanditallbegun.Afew

speechestookplaceandstarterswereserved.

Itwaslobsters,creamcheeseand

vegetables Ijusthadtwolobster.Nkosi

laughedatmeandhetalkedtooneofthe

waiters.IwasservedsushiandIthankedthem.

Me:Youdidn'thaveto,butthankyou

IdrankmyvirgincocktailandNkosiwascalled

tothestage.Westoodupandapplauded.He

lookedreallyhandsomeandhe'ssuitlooked

goodonhim.



Nkosi:Eveningladiesandgentleman,I'dliketo

firststartofbysayingyoualllooklovelytonight.

Iwon'tbetoolong,goingtostudyarchitecture

intheUniversityofFreeStateIjusthadthe

passionanddrivefordrawinganddesigning

building's,bridges,housesyounameit.AfterI

graduatedIwantedtoworkandbeabletodoit

all,eveninteriordecoratingandconstructingmy

owndesignsalltogether.Nocompanyhadthat

andIdecidedtostartmyowncompany,noone

tookmeseriouslybecauseIwasjustayoung

manwhohadamixedupvisionandcouldn't

evenexplainitonpaper.Itwasalljustinmy

head.

Kayla:AllhejustsaidisnotonthespeechI

gavehim

Me:That'sNkosinathiforyou,hedoeshisown

thing.

Nkosi:Myfathertoldmehe'dgivememoneyto

startmybusinessbutIrejectedhisoffer,I



wantedtoworkformyselfandmakeitallthe

wayup.IworkedforacompanyinFreeState

fortwoyearsandthenIstartedmyown

company.Itgrewandgrewandtillthisdayitis

stillgrowing.NeverhaveIeverimaginedthat

thiswouldhappen,IneverthoughtI'dbe

standinginfrontofmanybigbusinessmanand

havingtoworkwithsomeandmycompany

beingknownworldwideandworking

internationally.ItisunbelievableandI'mvery

honoured.Standinghereandhavingtohave

17clientsfromallovertheworldisagreat

privilegeandIwouldliketothankmybeautiful

partner,shesupportsmeineverythingIdo,

she'swithmeandbelievesinmemorethanIdo.

TherearetimeswhereIfeellikegivingupbut

she'salwaysthereforme.She'severythingI

needinawomanandI'mluckytohaveher.

LadiesandGentlemanpleasewelcomemy

beautifulwife,DrNayeMkhize.



Whatisthisguydoing! Istoodupandpeople

wereclappingtheirhandsandcheering.Heheld

myhandandistoodnexttohim

Me:Thisguyisfullofsurprises,ididn'tknow

thiswouldhappenandIwouldliketothankMr

Mkhizeforgivingmetheopportunity.I'dliketo

congratulatehimonhisnewbusinessventures.

Watchinghimworkanddowhatheloves

makesmehappy,I'velearntsomuchthatI

hadn'tknownbeforeandIthankhimforthat.

Heisreallypassionateandhassomuch

determinationandisahardworker.Ihaveno

doubtthathewillexceedyourexpectationsand

Ithankyouallforgivinghimthiswonderful

opportunity.Doenjoyyournightandthankyou

onceagain.Wemadeourwaybacktoourseats

andtheMCtookthestageagain.

Nkosi:IlovehavingtocallyouMrsMkhize,it

suitsyou.

Me:Thankyou



Ijustdidn'tknowhowtorespondtothat,like

honestlyIdidn't.Sothat'swhyIjustsaidthank

you.Themainmealwasservedanditwas

delicious.WestayedforawhileandNkosiwent

fortheothertwointerviews.Myfeetwerekilling

me!Theyareitchyandswelling,maybeI've

beenstandingalotlately.Hecamebackand

westayedforawhile

Nkosi:Wannagohome?

Me:Yesplease,I'mtired.

Wecalledourdriverandhedroveusbacktothe

hotel.IsatonthebedandNkositookofmy

shoesandmassagedmyfeet.

Me:Thatfeelsgood

Itookofmydressandchangedintomy

pyjamaswhenhewasdone.

Me:Ineedtopackallthoseclothesnow.

Nkosi:I'llalsopackmysuits,whenIcomeback



herei'llbestayingattheapartment.

Me:Yougotitalready?

Nkosi:I'veseenoneIlike,wellIneedyourinput

on.

HegavemehisphoneandIsawitspictures

Me:It'sbig

Nkosi:Yesitis.

Me:ButIloveitanditsclosetowhereyou'llbe

working.

Webothpackedandiorderedsomefood

Nkosi:You'rehungry?

Me:Yes,Ineedsomedecentfood.Idon'tlike

cookingbutimisshavingahomecookedmeal.

WhenwegethomeI'llmakedumplingsand

lambstew.

Nkosi:That'ssoundslovely,youhardlycookso

I'mlookingforwardtoit



Me:Ihatecooking

Nkosi:Ican'tevencook.Welaughedandthe

foodwasdelivered.Weatewhilewatchinga

movie.Hegotacallfromhismother.

Nkosi:Ndlovukazi,sorryIignoredyourcalls

earlieronIwasbusy.

Hewenttothebalconytocontinuewithhiscall.

Itextedwithmyfriends,tellingmehow

beautifulIlookedandtheylaughedatmebeing

calledMrsMkhize,theyarealreadyplanninga

weddingthatwon'thappenyet.Ourliveswillbe

beginninganewchapterfromtomorrow,Idon't

knowifI'mreadytobehavingjournalists

wantingtointerviewmeoreventakingpictures

ofoureverymove.ButifthisiswhatNkosi's

successcomeswiththenwe'llhavetobare

withitandgetusedtoit.Nkosicamebackand

atemyFrenchfries

Me:No!Youhaveyourown



Ismackedhishandandhelaughedatme

Nkosi:ButIwantyours

Me:Okayfine.Let'sputthemononeplateand

thensharethem.

Nkosi:Greatidea.

Weputthefoodinoneplateandweshared.

Nkosi:I'mhappyyou'llbemovinginwithme.

Me:Metoo,I'mveryexcited.

Nkosi:I'mgladyouare.You'llmakethathouse

ahome.

Me:Youmeanmansion

Nkosi:Itsnotamansion,itsjustahouse.

Me:Justahousewith4floors,4bedroomseach

withensuitebathrooms.Kitchenoneachfloor.

Agymroom,cinemaplusplayroom.Astudy,

Jacuzzi,swimmingpoolarea,braaiarea.Tennis

andbasketBallcourt.Amassivegardenand



waterfountain.Hugegarageswith15cars?That

deservestobeonTopBilling.

Nkosi:You'rejustmakingitabigdeal.

Me:Howmuchdiditcostyou?

Nkosi:8million

Me:8million!Nowthatscrazy!Iwouldnever

buyahousefor8million,thatestateagent

wouldkissmyass!8milliononahouse

Nkosinathi,you'recrazy.

Nkosi:Ilovehavingmyownspaceandhaving

everythingIneedinmyhouse.

Me:Canyouevenplaytennis?

Nkosi:Yes

Me:I'dlovetoseeyouplay

Nkosi:I'llteachyouandEmihle,Ilovehowshe

lovesdifferentsports.Unlikehermother,what

sportdoyouevendoNaye?



Me:Youunderestimateme,Iusedtoplay

netball.Beencaptain3times,wascaptaininmy

teamatvarsity.Iusedtoplayeveryposition

andIstilldoplayverywell.

Nkosi:I'dalsolovetoseeyouplay.

Me:Onedayyouwill

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Getready!Ksazoshuba

Pleaselikeandcomment

Insert15

It'sbeenamonthsincewemovedinwithNkosi.

Tosaywe'vebeenhappywouldbejustan

understatement,whatwefeelisbeyond

happiness.BeyondwhatIthoughtIcouldever

gettofeelinlife.We'vearguedhereandthere



butwenevergotobedangrywitheachother,

I'mjusthappyhehasn'thadhisangerepisodes

butheisverycontrollingandlovesbeing

overprotective.HisrelationshipwithEmihle

growsstrongereachandeverydayandIlove

howheissuchagreatfathertoher.Hespoils

herbutnottoomuch,sheknowswhat'sright

andwrongandhehatesitwhenIshoutat

Emihle.HetoldmeIshouldneverlayahandon

her,ifshedoessomethingwrongIshouldtalk

toherorgiveherasmallpinch.Hehatesit

whenEmihlecries,he'sjustbeingsoftonher.

WhenIgrewupmymomusedtohitmewitha

wettowel orwouldsendmetogopickmy

ownstick.Iwassoscaredofgettingahiding

that'swhyIusedtodoeverythingshetellsme

todoandallmychoresbeforeshegotback

homefromwork.Wellsometimesmysister

usedtodothemforme.I'vebeencookinglately,

whatencouragesmetocookisthatNkosiloves



mycookingotherthanthat,Iwouldn'tbe

cookingatall.Workhasalsobeengood,Iget

paidmoneythatIdon'tneed.I'vebeensending

sometomyparentsandothermoneyisputon

mysavingsaccount.Nkosihasbeengivingme

amonthlyallowanceofR30000plusR20000

forhousegroceries.Hepaysthehelpersand

thenanny,Ijustusesomeofthemoneytospoil

myselfanditsshowing.I'vebeengainingsome

weight,goingtothegymisnotonmyplans.I

didendupbuyingmyselfanewcar BMWX6,

I'vealwayswantedtobutIjustdidn'thave

enoughmoney.Ichoseadifferentcolorto

Nkosi'soneandIlovedrivingit.Itsso

comfortableandNkosisaysit'ssafer,hedid

putbulletproofwindowsonmycar.Hewent

backtoLAaftertwoweeksand2projectsare

upandrunning,yesIdogetpaidfromthemtoo.

ItsmuchmorethanIexpectedbuttherewasno

takingitbackorarguingwithNkosinathi.My

closethastoomanyclothesthatIdon'twear



butIjustlovehavingthemthere.Nkosihasgot

meintohavingawatchandsneakercollection,

hesmileseachtimeIgetanewpairsneakers

orawatch.Wehavealotincommonandwedo

haveourdifferences,I'minlovewithhimandif

itcangetdeeperthanthis,Iwouldlookfor

anktherwordstrongerthanloveitself.Emihle

wenttoaschoolcampandthey'llbecoming

backonSundayafternoon,Iwasscaredof

allowinghertogobutshespentweekstryingto

provethatshecantakecareofherselfandI

shouldn'tworry.Icalltheirteachereverydayand

ImadesureIpackedeverythingshewouldneed.

We'vemadeitonthepapersmorethantwice,

therewasthisonetimewhereIwasshopping

withZandyandtheheadlineswere"EnjoyingMr

Mkhize'sMoney"IwassoannoyedandZandy

wasjusthappyshewasonanewspapershe

evenframedit.Mycrazyfriendthoughwhat

wouldIbewithouther.Siyahasbeenlookingat

meweirdlyandtheylovelaughingatmyeating



habits.Idoeatalotnowdaysbutit's

completelynormal,Ijustlovegoodfood.I'm

drivingtoNandosrightnow,I'vebeenwishing

foritalldaylong.

Me:Fullchickenwithsaladandthreepacketsof

friesplease.Takeaway

Cashier:Willbereadyin15minsmam.Iwalked

toMuggnBeanandorderedtheirmilkshake

and4muffins.Itookthemandalsofetchedmy

orderatNandos.Idrovehomewhileeatingmy

muffins.WhenIgothomeiswasonmylast

muffinanddrankmymilkshake.Itookofmy

clothesandchangeintoashortandKappaT-

shirt,itsoversizeandbelongstoNkosi.Isat

downonthekitchencounter,Ididn'tevendish

upIjustwentstraightatitandenjoyedmymeat,

nothingtastesgoodlikelemonandherb

chicken.Theleghastobethebestpartofthe

chickenpiecesthathaseverexisted.Nkosi

walkedinwhileIwaseating.



Nkosi:Wow,whatafeast.Wereyouthathungry?

Me:Yes,whatareyoudoingheresoearly?

Nkosi:Camebackforlunchandtofetchsome

files.HejoinedinandWeatetogether,wellhe

justatethemeatandfries.Hedoesn'tlikethe

saladstheymakeatNandos.

Nkosi:I'llbehomearound5pm,Ihavea

meetingtogetto.

Me:okaybabe,I'mnotgoingbacktowork.I'm

donefortheday.

Nkosi:Seeyoulater,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Iwalkedhimoutandwavedgoodbyetohim

andwentbacktomyfood.WhenIwasdoneI

dranksomePoweradeandwenttowatchTV.I

couldhearsomeshuffling,iopenedmyeyes

anditwasAuntBongi,shecomesinevery

Monday,WednesdayandFridayforcleaning.I



musthavefallenasleep,itwas4:30pmalready.

Istoodupandwashedmyfaceandstrangelyi

justvomited.Ibrushedmyteethandwentto

startcooking.Itookthechefsrecipebookand

lookedforthesimplestmealyetallthiswas

justcomplicated.SoI'lljustcookspaghettiand

meatballswithspaghettisauce.WhileIwas

cookingNkosinathicamein,helookedabit

tenseandhadalotonhismind.Hewas

speakingonthephoneandhewentstraightto

thestudy.Itookhisbriefcaseandblazertoour

roomandwentbacktomycooking.Afteran

hourhewasdonewithhiscallandpassedbyto

gochange.Hegavemeafakesmileandwent

tothegymroom.Idon'tknowwhyNkosijust

bottleseverythingupbuthe'lltalktomewhen

heisready.Thatwasquickandeasy!Iwas

doneanditsmelleddevine Itookashower

andwenttowatchTheReal.Mayitoldmeto

watchittodaybecausehewon'tbeabletoso

I'lltellhimallaboutitlater.Idon'tgetwhyhe



doesn'twatchitonhisphone.I'lldownloadthe

episodeforhimsohe'llwatchit.Isentittohim

andhecalled

Mayi:You'reasweetheart,Icouldn'twastemy

dataonit.

Me:Andmydatagotwasted.

Mayi:Mybrotherwillpayitback.Whereishe

anyway?I'vebeentryingtocallhimbuthe's

ignoringmycalls.

Me:Maybehe'sphoneisoff

Mayi:Noitsnot,hejustdropsthem.Isheokay?

Me:Idon'tknow,hehasn'tspoketomesince

hegotback.Helockedhimselfupatthegym.

Mayi:Mybrotherthough.Tellhimtocallme

oncehestopsbeinginhisownworld.

Me:Willdo.

WesaidourgoodbyesandIcontinuedwatching

TV.Ican'tpayfullattentioncauseattheback



ofmyheadI'mthinkingaboutNkosi.There

hasntbeenanycrashingsoundssoIguessit's

stillsafe.Ihopehe'sstillalive.Wellyesheis.

Hecameoutandhewenttotakeashower.I

wasjustalostpuppyfollowinghimandpicking

uphisclothes.Iputtheminthebasketandtold

himtocomedownforsupperonceshisdone.I

warmedupthefoodanddishedupforhimonce

hesatonthedinnertable.

Nkosi:Thankyou.

Idon'tknowwhybutIjustcried,thosewerethe

firstwordshesaidtomesincehecameback.

WhyamIbeingsoemotionalaboutit.Hesaw

thatIcriedandstoodup.

Me:Excuseme

Iranoutsideandhefollowedme,Isatonthe

drivewayandhesatnexttome.

Nkosi:I'msorry,Idon'twanttohurtyoubutI

alwaysdo.I'mnotwhoyouthinkIam,Ipush



youawaybecauseI'mafraidofyoufindingout

thetruthaboutme.I'msorry,it'sthefirsttimeI

seeyoucrysincetwoyearsago.Ithurtsthat

youhavetocrybecauseofmebutapartofme

ishappybecauseyoucan'tkeepholdingback

yourtears,itwillhurtyoumore.

Ijustlookedathim

Me:Talktome

Nkosi:Let'sgobackinsideandhaveoursupper

thenwe'lltalk.I'mkindahungryandI'msureyou

aretoo.

Hecarriedmebacktothedinningtableandwe

ateinsilence.Hewaseatingslowly and

takinghisowntimewhileI'msocuriousabout

whatwe'lltalkabout.Idishedupmysecond

plateandhelaughedatme

Nkosi:I'veneverseenyoueatthismuch

Me:I'mnervous



Nkosi:Soyoueatalotwhenyounervous?

Me:No I'mjustusingitasanexcuse.I'mjust

hungry

WeweredoneandIputthedishesinadish

washer.Wewenttotheloungeandhemade

mesitontopofhim.Hehadasmallblackbox

inhishandsandheopenedit.Therewasa

beautifuldiamondringandheputitonmy

finger.Ijustsmiledanddidn'tevenknowwhat

tosay.

Me:NkosiIdon'tknowwhattosay,I..

Hecutmeoffandputafingeronmylips

Nkosi:Ssssh.

Hekissedmylipspassionatelyandtookoffmy

shorts.Hewantedmetoridehim,heletloose

andclosedhiseyes.Ididasheaskedandhe

wasgroaningoutloudandholdingmeroughly,I

likedit.Afterhalfanhourwebothreachedan

orgasmandIwentdownandsuckedhisdick.



AfterIwasdonewekissedforawhileandIwas

lostinhiseyes.ThereweresomanyemotionsI

couldn'tpointoutwhathereallyfeltdeepinside.

Nkosi:Iplannedontakingyououttoaromantic

dinnerandI'dproposetherebutIrealizedI'dbe

aselfishandcruelmanifIdidthatwithout

tellingyouthetruthaboutme.Idon'tdeserve

youandI'llunderstandifyouneverwant

anythingtodowithmeaftertonight.Iknow

you'reconfusedandhavealotofquestions

aboutwhyI'meventalkinglikethisbutplease

justlistentome.I'msosorrythatI'vekeptthis

fromyoubutI'vealwaysbeenafraidofloosing

youandIdon'twanttolooseyou.Iwantedto

tellyoubeforeweweretogetherbutformy

selfishreasonsIdidn't,Icouldn'tlooseyoueven

beforeIgotyou.Myheartbelongstoyouand

youonly,IloveyouAyabongaandIdon'tseea

lifewithoutyouandmydaughter.There'sjust

nolifeatallifIdon'thavethetwoofyou.I've



lovedyoufromthedayImetyou,I'ddieforthe

twoofyou.TakingabulletforEmihlethatday

wasn'tsomethingIneverthoughtI'ddoinmy

lifebutthemomentIsawthatguypullthe

triggerInevereventhoughttwice,I'ddoitagain

andagain.IloveherasmyownandIdon'twant

tolooseher.Whatamabouttotellyouwill

changemanythingsandIdohopeyou'llfindit

inyourhearttoforgiveme.

Me:You'rescaringmeNkosinathi

Nkosi:I'msorry,Idon'twanttohurtyou.Butme

keepingthisfromyouwillhurtyouevenmore,

especiallyifyoufindoutfromsomeoneelse.

NayeI'mroyalty,IamPrinceNkosinathiMkhize

oftheKingdomofLangelihle.Iamacrowned

prince,I'mthefirstsonandonedayi'llbeKing.

IfeltlikeI'vebeenhitbyahugebrick!Whatdid

hejustsaytome whydidn'tIputthisall

together?Heneverspeaksmuchabouthis

family,hecallshismotherqueen,hesaidhe's



childhoodwascomplicatedandhard,hehad

manyresponsibilitiesanddidn'tgettobea

child.HischairhasinitialsofP.N.M,which

standsforPrinceNkosinathiMkhize!Whyhave

Ibeensuchadummy!There'vebeensome

hintsbutIdidn'tputitalltogether.

Nkosi:Saysomething

Me:I'mshocked,Ineedtopee.Iwenttothe

bathroomandIcouldn'tevenpee,whydidI

evencomehere.Iwashedmyhandsandwent

totakesomestrawberriesinthefridgethen

wenttohim.Iateoneandgavehimonetoo.

Me:You'reroyalty,I'mwonderingwhyIdidn't

putitalltogether,causeyoucallyourmother

queen,yourofficechairiswrittenP.N.Mandthe

storyaboutyourchildhooddoesn'taddup.

Nkosi:Growingup,Ilovedmyfamilysomuch

andIstilldo.ButIalwayswishedwe'djustbe

anordinaryfamily,thatmyparentswouldntbe



sobusyandthatIwouldn'tbeattendingall

thesecouncilmeetingswithmyfatherand

beinggroomedtobeKing.Italljustcamewith

toomanyresponsibilitiesandIcouldn'tcope

andIhadnoonetotalkto.FinallyMayigrewup

andcouldseethingsfrommyperspective.I

wantedtostudyattheFreeStatebecauseit's

farfromhomeandIwouldn'tcomebackoften.

Ijoinedthearmyandbecameagangster

becauseIlovedthedangerinitanditwas

somethingIcouldn'tdowhenIwasathome.I

couldn'tdonowrongbecauseeveryonewas

watchingmeandIkeptagoodimageasI'dbe

thefutureKing.MyfatherdidlikethefactthatI

wantedtogomyownwaybuthegavemea

choicethatIstayedinLangelihleandfocused

ontheKingdomorIwenttomakemydreams

cometrueandbutnotforgetwhereIcome

fromandwilltakethethroneasKingoncehe

stepsdown.Thattomewasnotreallyachoice

becauseI'dendupbeingKinganywaysbuti



washappytojustleavehomeandlivemyown

life.SomeofthethingsIlearntgrowinguphave

shapedmeintowhoIamtodayandI'vebeena

leaderallmylifeanditseemstobesomethingI

wasbornwith.IappreciateitbecauseIwouldn't

havethismuchknowledgeandgreatnessifI

hadn'tbeengroomedtoleadakingdom.ButI

justwishIwasanormalmananddidn'thave

muchbaggage.

Me:Whyhaven'tyoutoldmeallthisbefore

Nkosinathi?

Nkosi:JustmyfriendsknowaboutthisandI

didn'twantanyoneelsefindingout.IguessI

thoughtIwasrunningawayfrommylifebut

there'snowayofdoingthat.

Ishowedhimtheringonmyfinger

Me:Whatdoesthismean?

Nkosi:Iwantyoutobemywife,marrymeNaye.

Me:HowdoImarryyouwhenyou'vekeptsuch



abigsecretfromme?HowdoItrustyou?

Nkosi:iknowI'maskingtoomuchfromyouand

thisisallashocktoyoubutIloveyouNayeand

Ican'tlooseyou.Ididn'tplanonfallinginlove

withyoubutthedayIlaidmyeyesonyou,I

knewIwantedtospendtherestofmylifewith

you.

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay

Nkosi:There'smore.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Pleasesuggestpagetofriendsandfriendsof

friends

Pleaselikeandcomment
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Everythingisjustsohardtotakein.Mymindis



justonanotherworld.Icannotevenexplainthe

wayIfeelrightnow,itsamixtureoffeeling

betrayed,hurtandveryverylost.IfeellikeI'm

justsittingnexttoastranger.Heisroyalty,heis

thefutureKingofLangelihle,Idon'tevenknow

whereisthat.SoheisaPrince,likewowI'mstill

veryshocked.Istoodupandwenttopeefor

realnow,Ijustcan'tdealwithallI'veheard.

MaybeI'mloosingmymind,surelyhethinksof

lostit.IdealveryveryweirdlywithshockandI

neverknowhowtotakeshockingnews.Hesaid

there'smore,Iwannahearallaboutitandido

hopeit'snotbiggerthanthis,Ihavenostrength

inmetotakethis.Iwenttohimandthenhehad

hishandsonhisface.HelookedatmewhenI

came

Me:Talk

Nkosi:Pleasecomeseatnexttome.

Isatnexttohimandheheldmyhand.



Nkosi:WhatI'mabouttosaywilltotallymake

youhateme.

Me:Talk

Nkosi:I'mmarried,Ihaveawife.

Myheadwasliterallyspinning,likeit'saboutto

droponthefloor.IfeltmytearsdropandIjust

letthem

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Nkosi:Idon'tloveheratall,shewaschosenfor

meanditwasanarrangedmarriage.Wegot

marriedtwoyearsago,rememberthetimeI

wasneveraroundandstoppedtalkingtoyou,

she'sthegirlIcamewithtotheparty.

Me:I'vebeenfuckingwithamarriedman!

Someone'shusband!Doyoudespisemethat

muchthatyou'dfuckenturnmeintoahome

wreker!Youwatchedmeasifellinlovewith

youandopenedupmydamnlegsforyouyet

you'remarried!Iletyouinmylife!Youare



married!

Nkosi:I'msorry,I'msorrylikeIreallyamvery

sorryNaye.Idon'tknowwhatmoretosayor

howtoevenapologize.Ihadtogetmarriedto

royalty,mydadgavemeatimeandthattime

wasover.IhadtogetmarriedandIcouldn't

fightitnolonger.I'minlovewithyouandonly

you,Idon'tdothethingsIdowithyou,Ican't

evenloveherandI'llneverdo.ThelasttimeI

touchedherintimatelywasonourwedding

night,causeIhadtobreakhervirginityandthe

Kingdomwantsanheir.

Me:Youhaveachild?

Nkosi:TheonlychildIhaveisEmihle.

Me:Thechildthatyou'llnevereverseeagain.

Iwalkedawayandheshouted

Nkosi:Youcannotkeepmeawayfromher!

Me:Iwill!



Itookoutmysuitcaseandthrewmyclothesin.

Nkosi:You'renotdoingthat!Youwon'tleave

thishouse

Me:WhatwillstopmeNkosinathi!

Nkosi:Iwill.Younotleavinghere,I'llleaveifyou

wantsomespaceandwanttobeonyourown.I

loveyouNaye

Me:Don'ttellmethatshit!Don'ttellmethatlie!

Youkeptsuchthingsfromme!Youmademe

fallinlovewithyouandmademesleepwitha

marriedman!Youcheatedonyourwifewithme!

I'mahomewrecker

Nkosi:She'sonlymywifeonpaper!Idon'tlove

heratall,Ihardlyeverseeher!Iloveyou!And

sheknowsthat.She'sseenhowmuchIlove

youandcareforyou,I'madifferentman

becauseofyouandIcanneverlooseyou.

Me:Justleavemealone,I'llbeoutofyour

housebytheendoftheweek.



Nkosi:You'rerentingouttheotherhouse,where

willyougo?

Me:I'llfindahousedamnit!!Ihavefriendsand

parentsandahome.Ihavepeoplewholoveme

andarehonesttome!Theylovemeand

wouldn'tneverliethismuchandplaywithmy

feelingslikethis.NkosinathiIhateyouright

now!Ihateyou.Iwascryinguncontrollablyand

wasloosingmybreath.

Nkosi:Nayepleasecalmdown,you'reloosing

yourbreath.Breatheinandoutslowly.Ididas

hesays,honestlyI'mmorehurtthanangry.I'm

inlovewithsomeoneelse'shusband.How

couldthisbe.

Me:Ineedtowater

HewenttogetmewaterandIranthebathroom

andvomitted.

Nkosi:You'revomitingNaye

Me:Yescauseyoudisgustme,Ican'tevenlook



atyourface.

HewashurtbutwhatIsaidbuthehashurtme

evenmore.HekeptonfollowingmeandI

lookedathim.

Nkosi:I'mjusttryingtomakesureyou'reokay

Me:Itsnotlikeyouevencare.Ifyoureallyloved

meyouwouldn'thavemademegothrough

this.Youshould'vefocusedonyourwife.What's

hername?

Nkosi:Noluthando.

Me:NoluthandoMkhize,itsuitsher.Youwhen

havethesameinitials.Perfectroyaltymatch.

Nkosi:That'snonsense,you'remysoulmate.

Wewereboundbyfate.

Me:Keeptellingyourselfthatlie,wedon'tstand

achance.

Nkosi:That'snottrue

Me:Tellme,whatwasyourintentionwiththis?



Ishowedhimtheringonmyfinger

Nkosi:Foryoutomarryme,Ineedyouinmylife.

Me:You'remarried!Howcouldyoufucken

proposetoanotherwomanwhenyoumarried,

don'tfuckentellmeyouthoughtI'dbeyour

secondwife.

Helookeddownandwipedhisface.

Me:You'velostyourdamnmind.

Nkosi:You'veneverusedthatlanguagewithme

before.

Me:ThatwaswhenIusedtorespectyouand

you'remostdefinitelynotgoingtotellmehow

totalktoyou.I'mnotyourwife,willneverbe

yoursecondwifeandwillnotevenbeyour

girlfriendandnotevenyourfriend.

Nkosi:You'retheonlywomanI'veeverloved

andtheonlyonethat'sworthtobemywife.You

ownmyheartNaye.IknowI'vemessedupand



you'llneverforgiveme.ButyouandIcannever

denythattheloveweshareisstong,thatforthe

pastfewmonthshavebeenthegreatest

monthsofourlivesandourloveisbeyond

everythingelse.YouknowverywellthatIlove

youandonlyyou!Youdrivemecrazywoman!

AndIknowyoulovemetoo.You'vemademea

betterpersonandI'veneverbeenhappier.Ilove

youandI'llalwaysloveyou.

Me:Ifyoureallydoloveme,you'llleaveme

alone.

Hecameclosetomeandkissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:Iloveyou.

Withthatsaidhepackedafewclothesandleft.

IheardhiscardriveoffandIcried.Imadea

voicenotetomyfriends,Iwasliterallycrying

andtoldthemit'sanemergency.Ijustneedmy

girlswithmenow.Mydaughterisnothereand

I'mgladshesnotheretoexperiencethis.When



shecomesbackshe'llwanttoseeherfather,

whatwillIeventellher.ThisiswhyIavoided

evendating,Ican'tbeintroducingdifferentmen

toher.ShereallylovesNkosi.Theycameina

fewminutesandKamocamewithwine,just

whatIneedrightnow!Siyahadthreetubsof

5litreicecreamandBelindahadmuffins.Ilove

mygirls!

Zandytooksomeglasses.

Zandy:Whythehellisthiswine0%alcohol!You

havebadjokesKamo.

Siya:Shecan'tdrinkalcohol

Me:Why?

Kamo:Howwillyoutelluswhat'swrongif

you'redrunk?We'realldrinkingthenon

alcoholicwineZandy.Allofus.

Zandy:Fine.Sowhat'sgoingon?

Me:SowhatI'mabouttosaywillshockyousoI



suggestyousitdown.

Ntoko:Shoot!

Me:Nkosinathiisroyalty,heisaprinceandwill

beKingoneday.

Linda:Whatthehell,that'sgoodandbad

Siya:Wow,whydidn'tweknowaboutthat?

Zee:Wow,I'veneverhadaroyalfriend.

Me:There'smore

Sneh:Thereis?

Me:Heismarried,hasbeenmarriedforalmost

twoyears.

Zandy:Ineedwhiskey!I'mjustdrinkingwater

rightnow!Ineedvodkatoo!

Kamo:Idon'tknowwhattosay

Me:Look,hewasgoingtopropose,maybehe

didproposebutIjustdon'tknowwhatexactly

washedoing.



Siya:I'msoconfusedrightnow.Hewantsyou

tobehissecondwife?

Me:Hesayshedoesn'tlovehiswife.GuysI've

beensleepingwithamarriedman.Iminlove

withsomeoneelse'shusband

Zee:Whoisshe?

Me:NoluthandoMkhize

Bee:ThegirlhecamewithatMpho'sparty?

Me:Yes,she'sbeautiful.

Kamo:Buthe'sheartisnotwithher.Whathe

didandhimkeepingthisfromyouisreally

fuckedup.Maybeyoudon'twanttohearthis

rightnowbutweallknowthatmanlovesyou.

TheynoddedanditstruebutIdon'tknowifI

can'tstillbewithhim.

Ntoko:That'strue.Hereallydoesloveyoubut

youshouldntbefooledbythat.Allmattersand

comesfirstiswhatyouwantandwhatyoufeel.



Dowhat'sbestforyouandyourdaughter.

Me:Ihavealottothinkabout.IlovehimbutI

hatehimsomuch

Bee:Whereishe?

Me:Iwantedtopackandleavethenhestopped

me.Heofferedtoleaveinsteadofme.

Belinda:Wouldyoulistentothat.Heisstill

sweeteventhoughhefuckedup!Whatyou

goingtodo?

Me:WhenEmicomesbackfromcamp,Ijust

wanttogoseemyparentsmaybeforjusta

week.Thencomebackandsettledown.Justby

myselfandmydaughter.

Bee:That'sgood.

Sneh:Areyouokaythough?Likereallyokay

Me:Idon'tknow

Siya:Ihavetogoguys,mybabiesneedtobein

bed.



Kamo:Samehere,i'llcheckonyoutomorrow.

Sneh:Icannotleaveyouherealone.

Me:There'snoneedtoI'llbeokay.Ijustneedto

bealoneandthink.

Sneh:Areyousure?

Me:Yes.

Wesaidourgoodbyesandtheyleft.Ilockedthe

doorandwenttobed,Igotthereandcriedthen

closedmyeyes.

#Nkosi

I'veneverbeensolostinmylife.Ifeelso

helplessandihatemyself.Iamacruelguywho

isjustselfish.I'mnevergoingtogetherback.

I'vebeenkeepingthishugesecretfromher,allI

toldherandtheloveIhaveforheristrueandI

willalwaysloveher.I'mgivingherthespace

shewantsbutIwillnevergiveuponher.I

boughtafewbeersandwenttoDanny's.



Me:Ifuckedupman.

Danny:Whathappened?

Me:Itoldherthetruth

Danny:Finally,it'sbeenhardkeepingitallfrom

her.YouknowhowIsuckatkeepingsecrets.

Let'ssitdown

WesatdownandgulpedatthebeersIbought.

Danny:Bongatheadvisorisherebuthewentto

buyhiscigarettes

Me:Ineedonetonight

Danny:Butyoudon'tsmoke.

Me:Iknow.

WesatthereandBongacamebackwiththe

cigarettesandittastedbad.

Me:Howdoyousmokesuchthings,ittastes

bad.

Bonga:I'vegottenusedtoitanditdoesn'ttaste



badasyoumakeitseemtobe.

Danny:Idon'tevenwanttotry.Sowhatwillyou

doNkosinathi?

Bonga:Istillthinkyoushould'vetoldherbefore

thingsgotseriousbetweenyoutwo

Danny:Andwhenwouldbethat?Thesetwofell

inlovefromfirstsight,theywerelikelovestuck

puppiesanditgotworsewhentheyfinallygot

intoarelationship.

Me:Anditsevenworsenow,Idon'twantalife

withoutherman.Iloveherdeeply

Bonga:DoesNoluthandoknowaboutNaye

Me:Yesshedoes.Likeshe'sthelastpersonI

careaboutrightnow.Myparentsarejust

makingafussoutofthisandIjustdon'thave

timeforthem.I'mfocusingonfixingmy

relationshipwithmyloveandI'lldealwiththe

restlater.



Danny:Doyouthinkitcanbefixed?

Me:Idon'tknowman

Bonga:DoyouthinkNayewouldagreetobe

secondwife?Ireallydon'tthinkso.

Me:Thanksforthemotivationman

Bonga:Youjustneedtoknowthetruth.

Me:Iguessso.Ishould'vestoppedpursuing

herwhenIgotmarried,itsjustthatIneededher

inmylifeandIstilldo.Thatwomanwasmade

formeman,shemakesmefeelthingsI've

nevereverfeltbefore.Shedrivesmecrazyand

takesmetoanotherworldwhenwemakelove.

I'vefuckedalotofgirlsbutI'venevermadelove

andopenedmyhearttoanyofthem.I'minlove

withhermanandIdon'tseealifewithouther.I

loveherdaughterandshe'sbecomemyvery

own.Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletonotseeEmihle

everagain.She'smydaughterasmuchasshe

ishers.



Danny:You'velovedherandbeenafatherto

hersinceyoumether.Youguyshaveafather

anddaughterbondanditjustallcamenaturally.

Bonga:Youwereboundbyfate.Youwere

boundtoloveoneanotherandbetogether.But

thecircumstancesjustdon'tallowitfornow.

You'reinafuckedupsituation.Howwasshe?

Me:Bad,shewasloosinghermindandsaid

manyhurtfulthings,shewasreallyhurtandshe

saidshehatesmeandwillnevertrustmeagain.

Thatshewon'teverevenbeafriendtome,she

cutalltiesandshe'smovingbytheendofthe

week.I'mloosingher.ShesaidImadehera

fuckenhomewrecker.There'snohome,Idon't

haveahomewhenI'mwithouther.WhatIdid

waswronganddamnfoolishandithurtherbig

time.ButIloveherman,likeIreallydo.She's

myheartandmylifeisjustfuckedup!AndI

havetogohome,myfatherhascalledmesince

hesawonthenewspaperthatIhaveaMrs



Mkhize.Idon'tevenloveNoluthando.

Andmostdefinitelydonotseeherasmywife.

Danny:Iknow,Isawthatyoudon'tevenlookat

her.Thisisalljustahugemess.Idon'twishto

beinyourshoes.

Me:IwishIwasjustanordinaryman.Noneof

thiswouldbehappeninginmylife.WhydidI

havetobebornoutofRoyalty?

Bonga:Youcanneverchooseyourfamilyman.

WedrankinsilenceforawhileandIgotatext

fromSneh

Sneh:Weleftheralone,makesureshe'ssafe.

Me:Thankyou.

IrepliedandborrowedDanny'slaptop.I'llwatch

heronmycamerasystemallnightlong.She's

crying,damn!Icannottakethis.Iloveherso

muchandIhatetoseehercrylikethis.This

womanismylife.
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ItsbeenaweeksinceIdiscoveredthetruth

aboutNkosinathi.TodayEmihleisgoingto

Jo'burgwithNkosinathi.She'svisitingmy

parentsandNkosinathihasameetingtoattend

sothey'llflytogetherandhe'llmakesureshe's

homesafely,Ididn'twantthattohappenbutit's

schoolholidaysandshewantstogo,Icannot

stopher.I'veseenNkosinathitwicebutwejust

neverspeakaboutthesituationathand.When

Emihlecamebackfromcamphewantedtosee

her,wearguedtillIgaveinbecausehewasnot

leavingwithoutseeinghisdaughter.SoIended

upallowinghimbecauseEmihlealsomissed

him.TheyspentthedaytogetherandIjustwent



towork,ididn'twanttotakepartinhappy

familytimewithNkosiaround.Iwasstillvery

angryathim.RightnowIjustdon'tknowhowI

feelaboutthis.What'sfunnyisthatIstillhave

theringonandIdon'tknowifI'lltakeitoff.

EmihleisallpackednowandI'mjustwaitingfor

Nkosinathitocome.

Emihle:Daddyistakinghisowntimenow.I

wanttoleave,Imissgrandpa

Me:Andyoudon'tmissme?Emihleyoujust

camebackandyou'releavingmeagain

Emi:Momwespokeaboutthis,Istaywithyou

allthetimeandIjustwanttoseemy

grandparents.I'llmissyou

Me:Finemybaby,I'llmissyou.Thishouseis

lonelywithoutyou.

Emi:Daddywillbehere,hepromisedtolook

afterwhileI'mgone.

Me:Yeshewill



Ifonlyyouknewthatyourfatherissomeone

else'shusband.Noluthandoisbeautifuland

she'salawyer,oneofthebestlawyersinher

firmandshesneverlostanycasebefore.She's

fromaveryrespectedroyaltyfamilyandIdon't

seewhyNkosiwouldwanttobewithme.She's

skinnierandtallerthanme,yesZandy,BeeandI

tookituponourselvestodoalittleresearchon

her,wewereverycurious.I'vebeenfeelingtired

andgettingnauseaandvomitinglatelyandit

happensmostlyduringthemorning.Ihatethe

smellofeggsandIeatalot.Thiscanonlyadd

uptoonething.I'veaskedKamotomeetup

withme,I'llpickheruponceIdropoffNkosi

andEmihle.IheardNkosi'scarpulloverandI

tookadeepbreath.Hewalkedinhelookedso

different,hisfacialhairisnotneatlytrimmed,

hishairisnotevencombed,helookslikehis

beenhitbyatruck.Hedidn'tevenironhisshirt.

ThisisnotlikeNkosinathi.



Nkosi:Morning

Emihle:Daddy!

TheyhuggedandNkosiwenttoputEmihle's

bagsinthecar

Me:Emihle,finishupyourbreakfastandbrush

yourteeth.I'llbetalkingtoDaddyupstairs.

Nkosi:Youwill?

Me:Yesnowfollowme.

Hefollowedmeandwegotintotheroom.

Me:Whatiswrongwithyou?Didyouevenlook

atyourselfinthemirror.

Helooksdownandrunshishandthroughhis

hair.Iwenttothebathroomandtookhis

shavingcreamandblade

Me:Comehere.

HesatdownandlookedatmelikeI'mcrazy

Nkosi:Don'tcutmyskin.



Me:Whatever.

Ishavedhisbeardandneatlytrimmeditonthe

sides.HewaslookingliketheNkosiwillall

know.NowIhavetogetridofthebushafroon

hishead.Itookthecuttingmachineandhe

lookedatmelikeI'mcrazy

Nkosi:Iwon'tallowyoutodothat

Me:Youcouldn'tdoityourselfandIdon't

rememberaskingforyourpermission.

HejustgaveinandIcuthishair

Nkosi:Whotaughtyouthat?

Me:MyfathertaughtmewhenIwas15,Iused

tocuthishairandmybrothers.

Nkosi:You'regoodatit.AndthankNaye.

Me:Iwasn'tabouttoletyoubealaughing

stockinfrontofyourbusinessassociates.Take

offthoseclothes,youlooklikeyou'vebeen

dumped.



Nkosi:Ihavebeendumped

Ilaughedathimandhesmiledabit.

Itookouthisjeansandlacostegolfshirtand

timberlandboots.

Me:Itsnotaformalmeetingright?

Nkosi:No,Ijustneedtosignafewpapers.

Inoddedandwewentdownstairs.Idroveoff

andtheywereonaboutlastsnightsrugbygame,

Ireallydon'tknowwhyEmihlelovessportthis

muchbutitsalsoagoodthing.Wegottothe

airportandwesaidourgoodbyes.Itexted

KamotellingherI'monmyway.Igottherein

about15mins.

Kamo:Heygirl,youokay?

Me:YesIamandyou?

Kamo:I'mgood,sowhatsup?

Me:IthinkI'mpregnant



Kamo:You'reonlyseeingthatnow?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Kamo:You'vebeenpregnantforadamnmonth,

whydoyouthinkwedon'tallowyoutodrink

alcohol?Whyareyougainingsomuchweight

andthoseboobsofyoursjustenlarged

miraculously?

Me:NkosiandIhaveneverevenuseda

condombefore,shit!Imightbepregnant.

Kamo:Let'sgogetyouahomepregnancytest

thenwe'llconfirm.

Idrovetothechemistandwebothwentinside.

Isawcamera'sflashingatus

Me:Really?Evenatthechemist,thesepeople

don'thavealife.

Kamo:Perksofbeingacelebrity

Me:I'mnotacelebrity.

Webought3pregnancytestskitsandleft.We



gothomeandIrushedtothebathroomand

tookthetest.Wearesupposedtowaitfortwo

minutes

Me:Thisistakingtoolong.

Kamo:It'sonlybeenjustoneminute.

Me:Whatdoesitsay?

Kamo:Itstwolines!You'repregnantanditsa

month

Webothscreamedandranaroundthehouse!!!

Whilewewerescreamingrealitykickedin.

Me:I'mpregnantandthefatherofmybabyisa

marriedman.

Kamo:Whatareyougoingtodo?Youshould

tellhim

Me:WhatthehellwillIsay?"NkosiI'm

pregnant"

Kamo:Exactly



Me:You'renothelping

Kamo:Comeupwithabetterwaythen.Idon't

seeanyotherwayyou'dtellhim.

Me:Thisissuchamess.

Kamo:Whereishe?Callhimandtellhimto

comeover

Me:He'sstillinJo'burgbuthe'llcomebacklater

today.I'msonervous,whydidn'tIevenseethat

I'mpregnantearlieron?

Kamo:Wedon'tknow,butwecouldsee.

Me:Idealwithpregnantwomenalmost

everyday,nowthatI'mpregnantIdon'teven

notice.Ididn'tevennoticethechangesinmy

body,themorningsicknessesandNkosibeing

sick!Whydidn'tIputthisalltogether!?I'mso

slow,likemybrainfunctionsonlevelone.

Kamo:Congratulations!You'regoingtobea

motheronceagain!



Me:Thankyou

Kamo:Ihavetoloveandleaveyou Ineedto

beatworknow.

Me:Thankyouforbeingwithmeasembarkon

thisdiscovery!Iwouldn'thavebeenabletodoit

alone I'dreallyfreakout

Kamo:Itsapleasure,that'swhatfriendsarefor

honeyboo.Wesaidourgoodbyesandsheleft.

I'mallaloneleftwithmythoughtsandthelittle

fetusgrowinginsideofme.I'mpregnant,Ijust

can'tbelieveit.Ihopeit'saboy,Emihleneedsa

brother.Ijusthavetofigureoutawayinwhich

I'lltellNkosinathiandhowwe'lldothis.Iguess

we'llhaveshiftsandoncethebabyisfully

grownhe'lltakehim/herduringweekends.But

mybabywillstaywithmefulltime,ifhecan't

sticktothatthenhe'lljusthavetodealwithit.I

hopehedoesn'tgivemeahardtimeorI'lldrag

himallthewaytocourt.Iwonderifhe'lltellhis

wifeandhisfamilyaboutthebabyorhe'llkept



itasecret,wellheisverygoodatthatsono

doubt.Plusthere'snoneedforhimtotellhis

familybecausethischildwillnotbeseenas

royaltysoI'djustsavemybabyfromallthe

heartacheofbeingsecondbestfrom

Noluthando'schildren.Yes,keepingthischilda

secretcanalsobeagoodidea.Mysonwill

haveeverythingheneeds,I'mmorethan

capableforprovidingforbothmychildren

withoutNkosinathi'shelp.Ijusthopethere

won'tbetroubleinparadieforhimandhiswife,

wellIhopethereis.Youcan'tblamemefor

hating,NkosinathimademeafoolandIhate

himforthatbutIstilllovehim,Ireallyreallydo.

Fallinginlovewithamarriedmaneachand

everydayofyourlifereallyhurts.Ifhehadtold

mebeforeorsoonerbeforeweevenslept

together,beforethingsgotsoseriousbetween

usbeforeeveryoneevenknewaboutus,it

would'vebeensomucheasiertowalkawaybut

Iwouldn'thavegottensomuchhappinessthat



I'vefeltandtheloveI'vefeltforthepast3

months.IfIhadn'tbeeninarelationshipwith

Nkosinathi,Iwouldn'thaveknownhowitfeels

tobelovedthismuchandfeelthiskindof

happiness!Ilovehimbutourloveisforbidden.I

gotacallfromhim

Nkosi:MaKhoza,she'sarrivedsafelyandwith

yourmomnow

Me:Thankyouverymuch,I'llcallmominafew

minutes

TherewasamomentofsilenceIcouldonly

hearhisbreath.

Nkosi:Okaygoodbye

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Ayabonga

Hecallsmynamewithsomuchperfectionand

itsoundssogoodlikeit'stheveryfirsttimehe

saysit.



Me:Weneedtotalk

Nkosi:I'llcomebyonceI'minDurban.

Me:Thankyou.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Ijusttookadeepbreatheanddroppedthecall.

Howcanhesaythat?Hecannottellmethat,

notwhenwestuckinthissituation.Notwhen

hehidthathismarriedandbeenmarriedfor

twoyears!Hisfriendsevenknewaboutitbut

theylethimplaymelikethatandIwasafoolin

lovewithadamnmarriedman.NeverhaveI

everthoughtthatI'dexperiencesuchinmylife.

Lifereallydoestheunexpected.Ithastoomany

surprisesandsomearejustshit.Ifthisisalso

partofbeingalifelessonthenIlearntthehard

way.MaybeI'mbeingpunishedforsomething?

Ormaybefallinginloveandhavingthehappy

everafterlifewasjustnotforme.MaybeI'm

justmadetostaysinglefortherestofmylife.



Wellthat'swhatI'mgoingtodo,I'llbesingle.No

guywillwantawomanwithtwochildrenwho

havetwodifferentfathers,wellonefatherbut

two,wellyouknowwhatImean.I'mslowly

realizinghowmuchmylifeisfuckedup.Icalled

mymomandshesaidtheyareatthemallI

shouldcalllater.Imovedaroundthekitchen

andmadefoodformyself.Isatdownandheard

acarpullupandNkosirushedin

Me:Areyoubeingchasedbydogs?

Nkosi:No

Me:Then?

Nkosi:Yousaidyouwantedtotalk.

Me:Sothat'smakingyourunlikeaheadless

chicken?

Nkosi:Ifthat'showyouwanttoputit.Hewent

upstairsandIcontinuedeating.Thisishis

houseanywayssohecandowhateverhe

wants.Itookoutporkmeatinthefreezerand



defrostedit.HecamedownwhileIwas

choppingsomegreenpeppers.Hewasdripping

wetandhadatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist.

Ohlord!He'scomingclosetome!

Nkosi:Ican'tfindmydeodorant,doyouknow

whereitis?

Me:Bathroom,topdrawernexttothesink.

Nkosi:IlookedbutIcan'tfindit.Willyouhelp

melookforitplease?

Inoddedandledtheway,hewasfollowingme.

Helookssosexy!ButI'mstillmadathim.

Me:Thereitis

Hecamecloserandhislipswereonmyneck

Nkosi:Thankyou.

Ilefthimandwentbacktothekitchen.Idon't

knowwhyIjustgotsoemotionalandstarted

cryingwhilechopping.

Nkosi:Whyareyoucrying?Stopchoppingthat



wayyou'llhurtyourselfNaye.

Me:I'mnotcrying,it'stheonions

Nkosi:Butyou'rechoppingpeppers.

Hecamecloser

Me:Don'tcomecloser!

Nkosi:Puttheknifedown.You'llhurtyourself.

Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutIendedup

cuttingmyfinger.IcriedlouderandNkositook

theknifeandcamewithafirstaidkit.Hetook

myhand

Me:Don'ttouchme!Icandoitmyself

Nkosi:RightnowIwon'tlistentoyou.Youhurt

yourselfandI'mtryingtohelpyourightnowand

you'rebeingstubbornfornoreason.

Ijustkeptquietandlethimbe.Oncehewas

doneheputthefirstaidkitawayandwewent

tositonthecouch.



Nkosi:Whyareyoutryingtohurtyourself?

Me:Ididn'thurtmyselfonpurposeNkosinathi.

I'mnotcrazy.

Nkosi:Ididn'tsayyou'recrazy.I'veneverseen

youlikethis,hurtingyourselfisn'tsomething

youshoulddoNaye.

Me:Stopshoutingatme!

Nkosi:I'mnotshoutingatyou.Nayewhyare

youlikethis?

Me:Youmademelikethis!

Nkosi:NayeI'msorryokay,I'mverysorryfor

whatI'veputyouthrough.

Me:Youfuckedup!You'remarriedandIlove

you!IthinkaboutyoudayandnightbutallI

wanttodoishateyou!ButIcan't!Youfucked

me!NowI'mpregnant!There'snowayofgoing

back!AndIdon'tregretorfeelbadaboutbeing

pregnant,IlovemychildandI'lltakecareofhim



orheralone!

Helaughedandstoodup

Me:Youlaughing?Youthinkwhatyoudidis

funny!

Ithrewpillowsathim!Andhecaughtthemand

threwthemback!You'regoingtogetapieceof

meNkosinathi!

Nkosi:Iloveyou,you'vejustmademethe

happiestmanYou'repregnant!That'swhy

you'vebeeneatingsomuchandcryingfor

nothing!

Me:I'vebeeneatingsomuch?You'retellingme

aboutmyeatinghabitswhileI'mcarryingachild

ofamarriedman!

Nkosi:Calmdown,shoutingisnotgoodforthe

baby.Youlookcute,cabIholdyourtummy?

Me:Canyoubeseriousforjustoneminute?

Nkosi:I'lltakethatasayes.



Hecamecloserandkeptonrubbingmybelly.

Me:Youwon'tfeelanything,it'sjustbeena

month.

Nkosi:Whendidyouknowaboutthis?

Me:Today,weshouldtalkabouthowwe'llraise

thebaby,Iwasthinkingoncehe/she'sayear

oldyou'lltakehimonweekendsandyou'llsee

himduringtheweekwhilehisyoungerthanthat.

Youshouldn'ttellyourwifeandfamilyaboutit,I

don'twantmychildtogrowupandbereminded

thathe'sadisgracetoyourroyalfamily.Areyou

evenlisteningtome?

Nkosi:Yesandwhatyou'resayingisnonsense.

Nowyou'rebeingreallycrazybutIdon'tblame

you.Maybeitsthehormones.Iloveyouthough.

#NNBBF
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#Nkosi

Idon'tthinkI'veeverfeltthismuchhappiness

before.Icouldn'tbelievewhatNayejusttoldme,

I'mgoingtohavemyfirstchild.Iwantittobea

girl,Emihleneedsalittlesistertoplay

dollyhouseandsportswith.IknowNayeisstill

veryhurtandangryaboutwhatIdidbutIdo

hopeonedayshe'llforgiveme.She'salready

startingtobemoody,tooemotionalandeatsa

lot,there'sstillanother8monthstogoandI

wanttobebyhersidealltheway,whethershe

allowsmeornot.

Me:Weshouldgoseeadoctorsowecanget

theprogressofthebaby

Naye:Iamthedoctor.



Me:Iknowbutweneedanothergynae,you'rea

gynaetoothersandnotyourself.

Naye:I'vedonethisbeforeandI'vebeendoingit

tootherwomanforsomanyyearsnow.Ican

takecareofmyselfwhilebeingpregnantandI

cansuremonitormyself

Me:Andwhenyouneedtoscan?

Naye:You'llassistme,I'lltellyouwhattodo.

Me:That'snothappening.We'regoingtothe

doctortomorrowwhetheryoulikeitornot.IfI

havetodragyououtofherthensobeit.

Shestartedcryingandwenttothekitchen,she

tookoutamuffinandatewhilecrying.Thisis

goingtobealongroadofendlesstears.

Me:Motherofmychildren.I'msorryifwhatI

saidismakingyoufeelsad,itwasn'tmy

intentiontohurtyou.Iknowyou'reagreat

gynaeandyou'vehelpedmanywomanand

you'remorethanqualifiedtobutyoualsoneed



helpandsomeoneelsequalifiedasyouareto

helpyoutoo.IhopeyoudounderstandwhyI'm

sayingthisplease.

Naye:Iunderstandbutstopcontrollingme!

StoptellingmewhattodoNkosinathi.

Me:I'msorryI'llstop.Whatdoyouwanttodo

Naye?

Naye:Iwantyoutositdownandlistentome.

Wewenttositdownandshesatnexttome.

Me:WouldIbepushingitifIaskedyoutocome

closer?

Naye:Yes

Me:Okaysorry

Naye:Nkosinathiwe'regoingtohaveababyin

8months.Itwouldbewiseifwestarted

planningbeforehe/sheisevenborn.Iwasnot

jokingaboutwhatIsaidearlieron

Me:ThatIwon'tdo,Iwon'tkeepmychilda



secretlikehim/herbeingconceivedwasa

mistake.Myfamilywillknowaboutmychildso

willmywife.Thischildismybloodandmyfirst,

Iwillnotletanyonemakehimfeelless.

Naye:Thingsaredifferent,thischildwillnotbe

anheirandnotbornoffullroyalblood

Me:So?Thatalldoesn'tmattertome.Naye

stopstressingyourselfaboutsuchthings,it's

notgoodforourbaby.

Naye:FineNkosinathi,anotherthingplease

stopcomingsoclosetomeandtouchingme

withoutmypermission.JustbecauseI'm

pregnantwithyourchildnowdoesn'tmeanthat

we'retogether,rememberwe'renoteven

friends.You'llcomeseemeifitsnecessary,

we'lldrawupatimetableforthedayswhere

you'llgettoseeyourchildren,that'sincluding

Emihle.

Me:I'mnotgoingtofollowsometimetablefor



whenandwhennottoseemykids.

Naye:We'llseeaboutthat.

Me:WhatshouldIdoforyoutoseethatI'm

reallysorryandthatIloveyou,onlyyouNaye.

Naye:Youcanstartbystayingawayfromme.

I'llbemovingoutsoon,I'mstilllookingfora

house.

Me:Youcanstayhereforaslongasyouneed

to.I'llpickyouuptomorrowat11,afterthe

doctorsappointmentI'llbegoingtoLangelihle.

GoodbyeNaye

Naye:Whereareyougoing?

Me:I'mleavingyoualone,I'mstayingaway

fromyoujustlikeyouwantmeto.I'llonlycome

seeyouwhenitsnecessaryandyou'llsendme

thetimetable.Everythingwillgoyourway.

Naye:Oh,soyou'rejustleaving?

Me:YesIam.



Itookmycarkeysandwentupstairs,Ipackeda

fewclothesandleftherstandingbythe

refrigerator,itseemstobeherfavoritethingin

thishouse.IjustfeellikegivinguponNayenow

andIknowthere'sliterallynochanceofus

beingtogetheranymore,ithurtstonottouch

her,holdherandkissher.Imissmakingloveto

herandhearingherlaughnonstop,sheeven

laughswhenthere'snoneedforhertolaugh.

Shelightensupmymoodandalwaysmakes

mesmile.Ievendotheunthinkable,Isingfor

her.Noonehaseverheardmesingbesidesher

andmysiblings.IjustlovebeinglovedbyNaye

andifIcan'tgetthatlove,Idon'tknowwhatI'll

be.ItslikeIdon'thavethestrengthtogoon.

She'scarryingmybaby,Iwonderwhothebaby

willlooklikeandwhathisorherinterestswill

be.Ihopethey'llgetalongverywellwithEmihle.

I'msureshe'llbeveryexcitedtohearthatshe'll

beabigsister.IgotacallfromNoluthando,the

lastpersonIwanttohearfrom.



Me:Thando

Nolu:Nkosinathi,somejournalistcametosee

metoday.

Me:Whatabout?

Nolu:Mebeingyourwife,it'slikesheknowsbut

sheisn'tsure.Ifyoudon'tsortthisoutitwillbe

publishedandmightcausealotofdamage.Do

thiscorrectlylikeyousaidyouwould.

Shedroppedthecall,Noluthandolikes

demandingandcallingtheshots.Shelikes

goingalllawyeronmeandwearguealot.We

justlikefriends,I'venevertouchedhersinceour

weddingnorhaveIevereventoldherIloveher.

Idon'tseeherasmywifeandIdon'tthinkIever

will.Thepressisstartingtogetonmynerve,

theylikesnoopingaround.I'llcallZeesoshe

couldsortitout,weneedtomeetatTongaat

soon.IcouldsayZeeistheoneI'mclosestto

fromthegirlswellthat'sbecauseshe'sreserved



andloveslivingontheedge.She'svery

observantandKamo,justalwaysknowsand

alwaysfindsout.Shedoesn'tstopuntilshe

getswhatshewants,shelistenstohergutand

playswithfirenomatterhowmuchitburns.

She'stoomuchofaPIandifThabothinksof

cheating,heshouldthinktwice.I'llneedthese

twogirlsclosetomeandtheyneedtostart

lookingandwehavetowatchourbacks,with

mylifeoutthereandmycompanydoingsowell

andmakingbillions,itsalsomakingenemies.

#Naye

DamnyouNkosinathi!Hedidn'teventhink

twice,hejuststoodup,packedandleft.He

didn'tevenarguewithmeorbegme.I'msure

hisdamnwifegavehimsomepussylastnight.

I'mangryandsadbecauseImisshim,imissit

whenhetouchesme,whenheholdsmeand

carriesmelikeI'mababy.Imissitwhenhe



makeslovetomeandImissitwhenIlayonhis

chestandwespeakallnightlong.Imiss

wakingupnexttohim,Ievenmissmaking

breakfastforhimandcookingforhim.Imiss

havinghimaroundandhearinghisvoice.Imiss

feelinghispresence,Imissitwhenheholdsmy

handwhilewewalkatthemall.Imisshowhe

protectsmeandgetsangrywheneveranother

guyisstaringatme.Ijustmisseverything

abouthim!Whydidhehavetobemarriedand

breakmyheartthisway?WhydidIhavetolove

himthismuchandcannotstopthinkingabout

him?IhopeNoluthandoknowshowluckysheis

tobemarriedtothislovingguy,heisan

amazingguyandIneedhiminmylife.Asmuch

asItrytoconvincemyselfandsaythatI'llbe

finewithouthimandthatI'llgetoverhimisthe

moreliesItellmyselfandthemoreIhurt

myself.Maybeitspride,maybeit'sfear.MaybeI

juststillwanttopunishhimandmakehimfeel

thepainhemademefeelbutthatsjustme



wastingtime.HowlongwillIholdontothis

paincausethemoreido,themoreithurts.

WhereasifhewerewithmeIwouldbefeelinga

hundredtimesbetterthanbeinglonelyandthe

onlypainthat'sleftdeepinsideofmeisthe

painoflongingforhim,ofwantinghimnextto

meandhearinghimtellmehelovesme.Isthis

evenlovecauseI'mafraiditstoxic,itsreacheda

pointwhereIfeelthatwhatwehaveforeach

otherismorethanlove.Idon'tknowthere'sa

wordmuchstrongerandmeaningfulthanlove

itselfbutifthereis,thatworddescribeswhat

webothfeelforeachother.Idon'tknowhow

muchI'mwillingtodoforthesakeoflovebut

whatIdoknowisthatIdon'twanttobeloved

byanyoneelseotherthanNkosinathi.Just

becauseshitisfuckeduprightnowdoesn't

meanheshouldstoptrying,ishereallygiving

uponme?MaybeI'vebeentoohardonhimbut

healsofuckeduprealbad.MaybeI'vebeen

pushinghimawaywhilehe'stryingtofixthings



butwhatamIgoingtobegettingmyselfinto?I

knowthatwishingtobehisoneandonlywifeis

somethingthatwillnevereverhappen.Whydid

Godallowmetofallinlovewiththisguyand

makethingsallperfectbetweenus,couldn'the

showmeasignatleast.Ormayberightnow,

dearGodpleasetellmewhattodo?I'minlove

withamarriedmanandIknowbelovesmetoo.

I'mpregnantandit'shisbaby,Iknowyou're

watchingovermeandyouhearallmycries.

Givemethestrengthtogoon,makemewise

andknowhowtohandleallofthisforIknow

thatyou'llnevergivemewhat'smorethanI

couldtake.IknowIhaven'tbeentochurchfora

while,thatIdon'tsaymynightprayersevery

nightandIdon'treadthebibleeverydaybut

dearlordIneedyourightnowandIknowyou'll

neverforsakeme.Dearlord,hearmyvoice.I

huffedandwenttobed.Ijustneedtolaydown

hereandthink.I'msureI'mthemoststressed

persononEarthrightnow.Itookmyphoneand



lookedatourpictures.There'sthisonepicturei

lovebest,itwaswhenIwasspeakingatthe

pressconferenceinLAandhewaslooking

deeplyintomyeyes,thesmileonhisfaceis

priceless.Ishethishappywhenheiswith

Noluthando?Isitokayformetocompare?

OkayImuststopbeinganidiot,ofcauseheis

happywithherwhoamIkidding.Theycan'tbe

marriedfortwoyearsandnotbehappy

together,evenifitsanarrangedmarriagethey

dofallinlovewithoneanothereventually.WillI

everbeabletoacceptthathehasawifeand

moveonwithmylifewithouthim?No,butWillI

everacceptthathehasawifeandstillbewith

himashissecondwife?Thosearethe

questionsIhaveinmyheadandonlyhavethe

answersto.Ilovethismanandmaybehe's

rightwhenhesayswe'reboundbyfate.Letme

stopstressingmyselfandcallmyoldman,I

knowI'llfeelalotbetteronceI'veheardhis

voice.



Dad:Ayabonga

Me:Daddy,howareyou?

Dad:I'mokaybutIcan'tsaymuchaboutyou.Is

everythingokay?

Me:Yesitisdad,imjustmissingyou.IsEmihle

okaythere?

Dad:IknowyouNaye,Icanhearbythesound

ofyourvoicethatyou'renotokay.ButI'm

trustingthatyou'reoldenoughtomakegood

decisionsanddon'tletanysituationbringyou

down.We'realwaysgoingtohavebad

momentsbutneverdwellinthembecausethey

willturnyouintoabitterpersonandyouwon't

beabletoloveorreceivelove.

HespeakingasifheknowswhatI'mgoing

through.WhatwillIeverbewithoutmyfather.

Me:Daddy,whatifI'mnotsureaboutthe

decisionthatIneedtomake?WhatifIcan't

decide?



Dad:There'snosuchmyangel.Justthinkabout

itandchoosetheonethatwillmakeyouhappy

evenifyouseethatrightnowthingsarenot

workingoutorgoingyourway.Takeastep

aheadandthinkahead,willyouforeverbe

happywiththedecisionyoumakeoryoujust

doingittoconsoleyourself.Feelingsarereal

andcanneverbechanged,youdon'tchoose

whoyoufallinlovewithbutlovechoosesyou

forthatperson.Mychild,letlove,loveyouand

letyourselfbeabletolove.I'veseenhowthat

Mkhizeboymakesyouhappy,nomatterwhat

thesituationisthatyou'refacing.Don'tlethim

go,helovesyou.

Me:Thanksdad.Andhowdoyouknowthat

whatI'mgoingthroughhastodowithlove?And

howdoyouknowhelovesme?

Dad:I'mveryoldmydaughterandmore

experiencedthanyou.Icantelllovebyjust

lookinginsomeone'seyes.Thewayhelooksat



yousaysitallanddotellhimI'llkillhimfor

hurtingmydaughterandforcallingherMrs

Mkhizebeforehehasevenpaidlobola.

Me:I'lltellhimDad,andhowdoyouknowabout

him?Momtoldyou

Dad:YesshedidandIwaswatchingyouonTV.

Youlookgoodtogether.Thanksforthecallbut

Ihaveanimportantcallcomingin.Bye,Ilove

youandstopsulkingandmakewisedecisions,I

trustyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Idon'tthinkheevenheardthatcausehe

immediatelydroppedthecall.Myfatherswords

keptonechoinginmyheadandrepeatedly.

WhatwillIdo,howdoyoutellsomeonethat

youstilllovethem?Ilookedattheringonmy

finger.Whyhaven'tIeventakenitoff?Its

beautifulthough,Nkosihasgreattastewell

that'sifheevenpickedit.I'msureitwas



expensivebutIguessitsworthit.Nkosinathi

Mkhize,Ithinkyou'veputalovepotionforme.

WhydoIloveyousomuch,evenwhenyou've

fuckedup.Letmejustsleep,tomorrowisstill

anotherday.

#NNBBF
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Iwokeuplateandtookthelongestshowerever.

OnceIwasdoneIgotdressedintoamaxifloral

dressandflip-flops.Iwentdownstairsandthe

chefhadalreadymadebreakfast,maybeNkosi

toldhimtocome.Ithankedhimandheleft

whileIwasmunchingonthedeliciousbreakfast

hehasmade.WhileIwaswashingthedishes



Nkosicamein,helovesusingthekitchendoor

latelyorisitbecauseheknowsthat'sthefirst

placehe'dfindmenowdays.

Nkosi:Morning,youreadytogo?

Me:Letmefinishupandgetmybag.

Hesatonthekitchencounterandwatchedme

asIcleanedthekitchen.Ikeptonwipingthe

samespotforawhile

Nkosi:I'msureitscleannowNaye,areyouokay?

Me:Nkosi,IfeellikeI'mloosingmymind.Like

literally

Helookeddeepintomyeyesanditseemedas

ifhe'swaitingforanexplainationaboutwhyI'm

sayingthis.

Me:Nevermind,I'llgogetmybag.

Itookmybagandwewenttothegarage.He

openedupadoorthat'salwaysclosed,evenI

don'tknowwhat'sinthere.Therewere3



beautifulcarsthatI'venevereversawhimdrive.

Hedroveoneoutofthegarageanditwasa

silverMercedesBenzAMGC63.Iwasstanding

withmyeyesfoldedandinawe!Wheredoes

thisbeastcomefrom ilovethiscar

Me:Youhavealotofhiddentreasures.

Nkosi:Thisisoneofmyfavoritecars.

Me:Butyouneverdriveit

Nkosi:I'veonlydrivenittwice,todayisthethird

time.

Hesaidashedroveoff.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Nkosi:DrKhanyile

Me:Butthat'sinMhlanga

Nkosi:Yesandthat'swherewe'regoingto.

Me:Fine.Wedidourpracticalstogether,butI

haven'tseenhereversince.



Nkosi:You'llseehertodaythen

HisphoneranganditwasNoluthando.He

answeredthecall

Nkosi:Thando

HecallsherThando,that'ssweet.Myheart

sankalittlebutItoldmyselfIshouldn'tbehurt

bythis,heistalkingtohiswifeandIastheside

chickshouldrespectthis hahame,aside

chick?That'sveryfunny.I'drathersayI'mthe

mainchick,undercoverthough Imjust

talkingcrap.

Nkosi:YesItookcareofitMaKhumalo.I'llbe

theretomorrowmorning.

HeputhisphoneonmylapandIlaughedalittle

Nkosi:Whatareyoulaughingat?

Me:Nothing.Soyou'regoinghometoday

Nkosi:Yes.

Me:Whenareyoucomingback?



Nkosi:Idon'tknowmaybenextweek

Me:Okay

Ilookedoutthewindowandjustkeptquiet.

Nkosi:What'sup?Youdon'tlooklikeyou're

okay

Me:Don'tworryyourself,I'mokay.Howisshe?

Nkosi:Who?

Me:Noluthando

Nkosi:OhThando,she'sokay.Shewasjust

worriedbecausesomejournalistwasasking

heraboutourmarriage.SoIsortedthatout,it

won'tbepublished

Me:Why?

Nkosi:BecauseeveryonethinksI'mmarriedto

you,itwillalljustbeaconfusion.

Me:Whatabouther?Don'tyouthinkshewants

peopletoknowthatshe'syourwifeandnotme?



IknowI'dwantthat.

Nkosi:Sheknowsyou'retheoneIlove

Me:So?

Nkosi:Sosheagreestolaylow

Me:Whataboutherfeelings,doyouevereven

askherhowshefeels?

Nkosi:No,ifshehasaproblemshetellsme.So

farshehasn'thadanyproblem.

Me:Mmmh

Nkosi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:Nothing.

WegottoDrKhanyile'sworkplaceandsigned

upatthereception

Dr:DrKhoza,it'sapleasuretoseeyouagain

afteralltheseyears

Me:Yeahhey,it'sbeenawhile.Iseeyou're

doingverywellforyourself.I'mproud



Dr:Thankyouandsoareyou,we'renowseeing

youonTV,myfriendsdon'tbelievemewhenI

sayweusedtosharebunnychowstogether.

Me:Especiallyaftertraumatizingdays.That's

allmyhusbandshardwork,that'swhyyou

seeingmeonTV.

Dr:Howrudeofme,MrMkhize,it'sapleasure

toseeyou.

Nkosi:Samehere.

Wesatdownandhadasmallconversationthen

shescannedandgaveusacopy.Shebasically

dideverythingIwould'vebeenabletodomyself

butNkosiisstubbornandwillnotletme.We

saidourgoodbyesandwentbacktothecar

Nkosi:Wantsomethingtoeat?Abunnychow

maybe?HewinkedatmeandIlaughed

Me:NoI'mfine.

Nkosi:YousaidI'myourhusband



Me:TheringIhaveonisn'tfordecorating

purposes.Thoughyoudidn'tproposelikeany

normalguywould.

Nkosi:Ayabongawhatareyoutryingtosay?

Me:You'reamanwithtwowives,I'msure

you'resmartandcanfigureitout.

Hestoppedthecarandlookedatme

Nkosi:AreyousayingwhatIthinkyou'resaying?

Me:Idon'tknow,maybe.Dependsonwhatyou

thinkI'msaying.

Nkosi:I'veneverbeensofrustratedinmylife

Me:Nkosinathi,I'veforgivenyou.WellIforgave

youawhileagobutIwasstilljustscaredand

mymindwasallovertheplace.IloveyouandI

wanttospendtherestofmylifewithyou.

Nkosi:NayeAyabongaKhoza,mayIsenda

lettertoyourparentsaskingforyourhandin

marriage?



Me:Yes,onlyifNoluthandohasagreed.

Nkosi:Shehas,Ispoketoheraweekbeforewe

talked.NayeI'msorryaboutthewaythings

turnedout,IftherewasawaythatIcoulddo

thingsdifferentlyIwould.Ireallywouldbut

thereisn't.Iknowitwillbehardforyouandfor

usbutIpromisethatyouwon'tregretyour

decision.MarriagesarehardandIwantusto

stickbyeachothersside.Iknowitmightbe

hardforyoutoadjusttonotbeingaloneasmy

wifebutIneedyoutoknowthatIloveyouand

onlyyou.IwillneverhurtyouthewayIdid,I'm

sorry.

Me:It'sokayNkosinathibutIneedyoutodome

afavor.

Nkosi:Anything,I'lldoanythingforyou.

Me:Iwantyoutoloveherlikeyouloveme.

Nkosi:I'vetried,I'vereallytriedtoloveherbutI

can't.Ifeltguiltyfornotlovingherbecause



she'smywifebutitsjustnotthere.ButI'lltry

again,justforyou.

Me:Doyouthinkshe'llhateme?

Nkosi:Idon'tthinkThandoisabletohate

someone,she'stoosoftandkindbutalso

demanding.Hatingyouwouldbethelastthing

she'ddo.

Me:Howisshe?Likedescribeherpersonality

Nkosi:She'shumble,kindandquiet.Shehasa

softvoiceandshegetsboredsoshereadsand

she'saworkaholic.Sheisveryhonestand

doesn'tsugarcoatsomething.Iguessshe'sjust

Thando,you'llgettoknowher.

Me:YoucandrivenowNkosi,Idon'twanttobe

stuckinMhlanga.Plusyoustillneedtogoto

Langelihle.

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.Hehadahuge

smileonhisface,I'vetrulymissedit.



Nkosi:Comewithme?

Me:Whereto?

Nkosi:Langelihle,comewithmeplease.I'll

introduceyoutomyfamilyandyou'llgetto

knowNoluthando.Pleasecomewithme

Me:NkosiIdon'tknow,isn'tittoosoon?

Nkosi:Noit'snot,pleasecomewithme.

Me:Okay,haveyoutoldyourparentsI'm

pregnant?

Nkosi:OnlyNoluthandoandMomknow.Its

alwaysgoodtotalktoThando,she'salistener

that'swhysheknowsalot.Weonlystarted

talkinglikereallytalking,thisyear.

Me:Idon'tknowanythingaboutpolygamy.I

don'tknowhowitworks

Nkosi:Mygrandfatherhad6wives,Idon'tknow

howhemanaged6wives.Everythingwillwork

out,don'tworry.



Me:Ihopeso

Nkosi:CallThandoandtellherwe'reboth

coming

Me:You'recrazy,I'lljustdialthenumber,putit

onloudspeakerthenyou'lltalk.

Nkosi:That'sfine.

Idon'tknowwhybutIwasjustfeelingvery

nervous.IhopeI'llbeabletocopewithwhatI'm

puttingmyselfinto.Sheanswered

Nolu:Nathi

ShecallshimNathi,itsweirdtomecauseI

nevercallhimthatnorhaveIeverthought

aboutthat.Itseemsasifshe'stalkingtoa

strangernowbecauseI'musedtosayingNkosi

orNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Whereareyou?

Nolu:Myoffice

Nkosi:Okayyou'reheadinghomeat4right?



Nolu:No,I'mgoingout

Nkosi:Wellthatwon'thappen.ListenIneedyou

togohomeandpreparemyroomandanother

roomforNayeshe'salsocoming.

Shewassilentforawhile

Nolu:OkayIwill,IguessI'llfinallymeether.Im

excitedandnervousatthesametime.Doyou

thinkshe'llhateme?

Nkosi:She'sheresoshecanansweryou

herselfplussheaskedmethesamequestion.

Nolu:Nathi!Whydidn'tyoutellme,ohlord.Uhm

HiNaye

IlookedatNkosiwithmyeyesallout,I'mgoing

tomurderhim!

Me:HiNoluthando

WeweresilentafterthatandNkosiburstoutin

laughter.Idon'tgetwhat'sfunnyhere.

Nkosi:Willyougettheroomsready?



Nolu:YesIwill.

Nkosi:Telldadwe'recoming

Nolu:I'mnotdoingthat,Iwon'tbesteppinginto

theroyalhousetoday.Idon'tevenwanttosee

yourfather.I'llbeinmyhouseallafternoon

Nkosi:HowwillyougetwhatIwantdone?

Nolu:Nathilearntobemorespecificwhenyou

speak.IthoughtI'dbedoingthatinyourhouse.

Ifyouwantthatdoneintheroyalhouse,your

servantswilldoitforyou.NowbyeIhaveto

work.Shedroppedthecall

Wowthatwasthelongest10minsofmylife.

Nkosi:See,she'skind.

Ismiledandheheldmyhand

Nkosi:Everythingwillbeokay,pleasetrustme.

Ijusthavetoputmytrustinhimandhopefor

thebetter.Wegothomeandwestartedpacking.

Itookmanyskirtsanddressespluslongsleeve



shirts.Idon'tknowhowtobehavearound

Royalty,I'veneverevencameacrosssuch

situationsnowI'mabouttobearoyalwife.Yet

I'mclueless,Istillhavealottolearn

Me:NkosiIhavenoheadwraps.

Nkosi:We'llhavetogetthem,myfatherisvery

strictandhardcore.Hedoesn'tlikeitwhena

womanhasnoheadwraponnorwearinga

shortskirtorapants.He'stootraditional

Me:HowwillIevenbehavethere?

Nkosi:Justbeyourself,don'tlookathiminthe

eye.Whenyougreet,youbowyourheadand

bendabit.Youdon'tneedtogoalldownon

yourknees

Ididitandhelaughed

Nkosi:Withyourhandstogetherontheside.

LookathowI'mdoingit.Andyou'llgreet

anyoneintheroyalhouselikethatbesidesthe

servants.



Me:SowheredoesNolustay?

Nkosi:Theroyalgrounds.Itsabigyardwith

separatehousesandtheRoyalhousewherethe

KingstaysandusbutIhavemyownhouseon

theside,sodoesMayiandThando.Butthe

housesareonthesameyard,you'llseewhen

wegetthere.

Me:I'mverynervousandscared.

Nkosi:Itsokay,Iunderstand.You'llbefine

thoughplusmysisterswillbetheresoyou

won'tgetbored.

Me:NowwherewillIsleep?

Nkosi:Myhouse

Me:Isthatallowed?

Nkosi:Yes.Yourhousestillneedssome

finishingupyoumightmoveinthereinamonth

Me:Youwerealreadybuildingmyhouse?

Nkosi:Yes,Ihadhopedyou'dsayyes.



Me:WhydoesNoluthandostayinLangelihle?

Nkosi:Idon'tknow,Iguessshelikesitthere.

Me:Iwon'tbeforcedtostaythereright?

Nkosi:Nonotyet

Me:Whatdoyoumeanby"Notyet"?

Nkosi:I'mnotKingyet.

Me:OhIunderstand.Howlongarewestaying

there?IstillneedtogotoworksoIcan'tstay

thereforalongtime.

Nkosi:Justaweek,you'lltakeasickleave.

Me:Howwillyoutellmyparentsyou'retaking

measyoursecondwife?

Nkosi:Youhavesomanyquestions,please

relaxI'lltakecareofeverything.Haveyoutold

themyou'repregnant?

Me:NoIhaven't.

Nkosi:Okay,you'redone?



Me:Yes.We'llneedtopassbythemallthough

HeputthebagsinthebootandthenNkosi

talkedtothesecurityandthetwohelpersthat

sleepoverherewhenwe'reaway.Emihle's

nannyisoffsinceEmihleisnothere.Hedrove

offandwewenttoGalleriaMall,IgotallI

neededbesidestheheadwraps.Hedroveto

WestStreetandIbought6headwrapsandtook

anotherforNoluthando.Ihopeshelikesthem.

Nkosi:Takethosebeadstoo,shelovesmaking

jewelrywithbeads.

Me:Ihopeshelovesthem.

Nkosi:Let'sgogetyousomefood,wehavea

longdriveaheadofusandIneedsomeenergy

drinks.We'llstopbyLadySmithandsleepata

hoteltherethencontinuewiththedrive

tomorrowsinceitsgettinglatenowandIdon't

wantyoubeinguncomfortablewiththelong

drive.



Me:Okaythat'sfinewithme.

HetextedNoluthandosayingwe'llgettherein

themorning.Its5hoursawayfromLadySmith,

thisplaceisreallyreallyfarandI'venevereven

heardofitbefore,wellthatwasbeforeImetthe

PrinceofLangelihle.

Me:Iwantsomecoffee

Nkosi:Youcan'tdrinkcoffee

Me:FineI'llhavealemonade.

Hegotmemylemonadeandnandoschicken,

lemonandherb.Istartedeatingandhewas

lookingatmeinaweirdway

Me:What?

Nkosi:Nothing,youjustlookcute.Whenwillthe

babystartkicking?

Me:Around4monthsto5

Nkosi:I'mlookingforwardtothat,I'msure

Emihlewillbeexcited.



Me:Yesshewill,she'salwayswantedalittle

sisterorbrotherbecauseshesaysshegets

bored.

Nkosi:Herwishesarecomingtrue.Iloveyou

MaHlase

Me:Iloveyoutoo
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It'slikeIhavethishugelumponmythroat,I'm

scaredandverynervous.Idon'tevenknowhow

manytimesI'vewenttopee,ijustdon'tknow

howtofeel.We'rejustanhourawayfrom

Phila'shome,wesleptinahotelinLadySmith

andwokeupearlythendroveoff.Ididn'twant



tohavebreakfasttodaybutNkosiforcedmeto,

hesaidIshouldn'tstarvehischild.Thingshave

beenbetterbetweenusandtheriskI'mtaking

isworthit,IloveNkosiandI'mwillingto

comprise.I'veneverthoughtI'dbemarriedina

polygamousmarriagebuthereIam,I'mwilling

todoit.Idon'tknowwhatthisjourneyholdsfor

mebutI'mwillingtogothroughitandbestrong.

Onedaymanywillunderstand,itsthethingswe

doforlove.Whenyoulovesomeonedeeply

nothingelsereallymatters,itgetstoanother

dimensionwhenthatpersonlovesyoubacktoo

andyouknowthatpersonwoulddothesame

foryouandtheyloveyouunconditionally.

Nkosi:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI'mokaybabe

HekissedmyhandandwegottoLangelihle,it

wasabeautifulenvironment.Itisbeautifulwith

allitsnaturalfeatures,themountainsandtrees

aresogreenandNkosistoopedthecarand



cametoopenmydoor

Me:We'reatyourhomenow?

Nkosi:No,there'ssomethingIneedtoshow

you.

Me:Okay

Wewalkedaroundandpeoplewerebowing

beforehimandhegreetedthem.Wegottoa

steependandhesatdown.

Nkosi:ThisiswhereIusuallycomesoIcan

clearmyhead.I'vecameheresinceIwasnine.

Itsmyplaceofpeace.

Me:It'sreallybeautiful.

There'sjustsomethingabouttheseplace,it's

freshandthebreezeiscool.Somethingjustgot

thisplaceattachedtome.Iwascalmandall

thenerveswerejustgone.Itwasreally

refreshing.

Nkosi:IloveyouNaye



Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:Let'sgetgoing.You'rereadytodothis?

Me:Yes,yesIam.

Wegotbackintothecarandweleft.Wegotto

abighouse,itwasreallybigandtherewasa

hugehousewhichIfigureditwastheroyal

house,4otherbighousesonthesideand5

roundhouses.

Me:Itsabigplace

Nkosinoddedandheldmyhand.Therewere

carsparkedoutside,onebelongstoMayisince

itwaswrittenonthenumberplate.Andanother

AudiA6writtenN.MkhizewhichIfigured

belongstoNoluthando.Heparkedatthegarage

andtwoservantscameandbowed.This

bowingthingIstillneedtogetusedto.They

tookourbagsandwewalkedoutthegarage.

Mayiwasand5womanwerealreadywaitingfor

us,oneofthewomenwasNoluthando,Iknew



herbecauseI'veseenheronpictures.Iwas

lookingdownwhileNkosiwasholdingmyhand.

TheeldestwhichIfiguredisNkosi'smomcame

tomeandhuggedme,Iwasshockedatfirst

butIfinallygaveinandhuggedherback.She

wasintears,whichwasverystrangetome.

Her:Welcomehome,youlookbeautiful.Nkosi

whyhaveyoukeptherawayfromus?Myboy

canbeveryslow,heshould'veproposedtheday

hemetyou.

Ilaughedandshereallywasn'tintendingon

lettingmego.

Nkosi:Mom,comeonstopitalready.You're

evencrying

Queen:ShutupNkosinathi,Howareyoumy

daughter?

Me:I'mgoodandyourselfmyQueen?

Queen:I'mhappy,pleasemydaughterjustcall

meMa.



Mayi:Wehaven'tevengotachancetogreet,

yougoodNaye?Theseareoursisters

Nkosi:ThisisNongcebo,LusandaandIsiphile.

Me:It'sapleasuretomeetyouall.

Nkosi:AndthisisNoluthando,mywife.

Shecameclosetomeandwehugged,she's

reallytall.

Nolu:Youmustbetired,itsalongjourneyfrom

Durban

Me:ItislongbutI'mokay,notthattired.

Nongcebo:Sisi,let'sgoinside.We'vebeen

standingherefortoolong.Nkosi'smomwas

stillholdingmyhandaswewalkedin,Nkosi

winkedatmeandtheywenttheirownwaywith

Mayi.

Ma:TheKingisnotherefornowhe'sattending

somecouncilmeetings.He'llbebackabitlater.

Fornowwe'llalljustsithereandgettoknow



eachothermore.

Me:That'sokay

Lusanda:SoBhut'Nkosinathiismybigbrother,

I'mthe4thchild.AndheisabullybutIlovehim

Nongcebo:Heisabully

Isi:Iwon'tsaymuchabouthimbeingabully

becausehealwayscoversforme,bytheway

I'mthelastchild.

Nongcebo:Andtheappleofmomseyes

Ma:Youallaretheapplesofmyeyes.

Lusanda:Mom,comeon.Weallknowyoulove

hermore

Nolu:Okay,let'sgiveNayeachancetospeak.

Itfeltsoawkwardsittinghereanditslikethey

wereabouttohaveanargument.

Me:Uhmwellthere'snothingmuchaboutme,

I'm27,willbeturning28onthesecondofJuly.I



haveadaughterandI'mexpecting Ilove

beingamomandI'magynaecologist.

Isi:Soourlittlenieceornephewisingood

hands

Me:Iguessso

Nolu:Where'sthefatherofyourdaughter?

Me:Hepassedawaywhenshewasalmost2

Ma:I'msosorryaboutthatmybaby,Nkositold

meaboutyourdaughtertheyseemtobepretty

closeandhelovesher.Hewassofrustrated

whenyousaidhe'llneverseeheragain.

IlaughedabitandNoludidn'tseemasifshe

wascomfortableaboutthis.

Me:Iwasjustupsetandshocked.Ididn'tknow

hewasmarriedandforhimtodropthebomb

likethatwasupsetting.

Lusanda:I'dgocrazy.

Nongcebo:Whenyoulovesomeone,youdo



anythingforthem

Isi:Sowhatwouldyoudoifyourhusbandtells

youthatyou'renottheonlywife

Nongcebo:I'dhonestlyflipbutforgivehim

eventually.

Me:You'remarried?

Nongcebo:Yes,I'mactuallyMayi'stwin.You're

ayearolderthanme.

Isi:SisNolu,howdidyoufeelwhenBhut'Nkosi

saidhewantstomarryanotherwoman,I'msure

youfeltasifyoudon'tsatisfyhim.

Lusanda:Isiphile!

ThelookonNoluthando'sface,Ijustchewedon

mynailsandlookeddown

Isi:What?DidIsaysomethingwrong?

Nongcebo:Yesyoudidandyoushould

apologizeandgotoyourroomanddowhat

15yearoldsdo.Don'tbeinvolvedinadulttalk



Isi:ButMom

Ma:GoIsiphile.

Shestoodupandleft.Ican'treallytellwhat

exactlyisgoingonwiththesesistersbutIdon't

evenwanttobeinvolved,IjustgotheresoI

won'tmeddleintheirbusiness.

Nolu:Excusemeplease,Ineedtofixafew

thingsatwork.

WiththatsaidshestoodupandleftthenIwas

withLusanda,NongceboandNkosi'sMom

Lusanda:Howfarareyou?

Me:Justamonth.

Ma:Myhusbandsayshe'sonhisway,mychild

don'ttakethethingshesaystoheart.

Lusanda:Hecanbeabitstrictandmean.Very

oldandtraditionalman

Ma:He'snotthatold



Nongcebo:Wellhe'swaysmakehimolderthan

heis.Butonceyougettoknowhimmorehe'sa

sweetheart.Veryprotectivefather.

Whileweweretalkingthereweremanlyvoices

approaching

Ma:He'shere

Westoodupandbowedwhentheycamein,I

needtostartgoingtothegymI'mnotfit

enoughtodoallthisbowing.Westoodandhe

noddedthenwalkedpass,Nkosinathireally

doeslooklikehisfather,tallandmuscularwith

thesamefacialhair.Hewalkedpassand

enteredsomeroomwhereMayiandNkosialso

wentwithhim.Aservantcameandtoldus

we'rebeingsummonedbytheKing.Ifeellike

I'mgoingtoshitonmyself,heisvery

intimidatingandhispresencehassomuch

dignityandthatpowerthatseekstobe

acknowledged.Wegotinandhewassittingon

histhronewithMayiandNkosionthechairs



nexttohim.Wesatonagrassmatwithour

headsboweddown

King:WhereisNoluthando?

Ma:Atwork

King:IcalledyouherebecauseIwanttomeet

thewomanwhohascapturedmysonsheart.

Standup

Ididashesaidandhestaredatme.Ifelthis

eyesgazingmywholebodyanditwasscary

andnervewreckingbutIwillstandstrong.

King:Sitdownyounglady,soyoudoknowthat

NkosinathihasawifeandhewillbeKingonceI

stepdown

Me:Yesmyking

King:Thatsahugeresponsibilityandheneeds

agreatwomannexttohim,someoneto

encouragehimandholdhimwhenhefalls,are

youwillingtodothat?



Me:YesIam

King:SoIhearyouhaveadaughter?Youdo

knowthatbastardchildwillnotbeseenas

royaltyandifitsmoney,fameandpositions

thatyouwant,you'vecometothewrongplace.

Howcouldhe?Lordifthismanwasn'taKingof

thisKingdomI'dbeslappinghim.Me:Idonot

appreciateyoucallingmydaughterabastard

child,yessheisnotroyaltybutshedoesn't

deservetobecalledabastard.Sheisjustas

equalasthechildrenthatyouhaveandIknow

youwouldn'tappreciateyourchildrenbeing

calledbastards.AndIlovedNkosilongbeforeI

knewhistitle,I'dlovehimwithorwithoutitand

hiswealthisn'tsomethingI'mafterbecauseI

sureIamdoingwellformyselfandabletotake

careofmeandmykids.Yourtitlesandfame

isn'twhatI'mafter.

King:Speakingofkids,howsurearethat,that

childyou'repregnantwithisthePrinces?Who



knowshowmanymanyouunpuregirlsopen

yourlegsfor.

NeverhaveIeverbeensoinsultedinmylife!

Nkosiisjustsittingtherewithhisarmsfolded

andnotsayinganythingtothis.Whodoesthis

manthinkheis?

Me:WithallduerespectmyKing,I'dliketo

knowwhatdoyoumeanbythat?

King:YouknowexactlywhatImean

Me:I'mnotgoingtosithereandlistentoyou

insultmeanddegrademydignityasawoman.I

won'ttoleratebeingcomparedtoaslutandyes

myunbornbabyisNkosinathi'swhetheryou

acceptthatornotIdonotcare.Youhaveno

righttoinsultmethatway.

King:Younglady,you'respeakingtotheKing

andatmyRoyalgrounds!Showsomerespect

Me:Ionlygiverespecttopeoplewhoare

worthyofmyrespectandthosewhorespect



metoo.Nowifyou'llpleasedoexcusemefrom

yourRoyalgrounds,I'dratherbelostand

homelessinthisplaceIdon'tknowthansithere

andbedisrespected.IstoodupandwhenIwas

atthedoorputtingonmyshoeshestood

King:Whyhaven'tyoucried?

Me:Cryinginasituationlikethisisshowingmy

weaknessandthatI'vebeendefeated.Thatall

you'resayingistruecauseastheysay,thetruth

hurts.Idonotweepinfrontofpeoplewho's

intentionistohurtanddestroymebecausethat

givesthemtheupperhandandtheyrejoice.

King:Nkosinathi,you'vefoundtheone.She's

morethancapableandreadytobeyourqueen.

Lobolanegotiationsareonthe20th,makesure

allisprepared.

Whatjusthappened!Doeshereallythinkhe'll

insultmelikethatandstillthinkI'llstickaround

andbehisdaughterin-law.



Nkosi:ComesitdownMaHlase,itwasalljusta

test.Daddoesthattoonesstrength,heloves

someonewhostandsupforhimself.Ifitwas

reallyseriousdoyouhonestlythinkI'dlethim

treatyoulikethat?

Me:Idon'tknowbutIwaswonderingwhatkind

ofamanareyou,howwillImarryamanwho's

notwillingtostandupforme.

King:Comesitdownmychild,nowwheredo

youcomefrom?Iwanttoknowallaboutyou

Me:BeforeIdothatmyking,Ibelieveyouowe

meanapology.Itmighthavebeenatestbutno

onecallsmychildabastard.

King:Amotherwhoprotectsherchildren.My

apologiesmydaughter

Me:Thankyou,apologyaccepted.

ImademywaybacktowearIwassitting.

Nongcebopattedmybackandwhispered"You

handleditwell"Theyallknewaboutthis?This



issomesickweirdfamily.Weallwenttothe

loungeandsattherewhilehavingagreat

conversation.Nkosicouldn'tkeephishandsoff

meanditgotveryawkwardwhenNoluwalked

inandsatacrossus.Shedidn'ttakehereyes

offusandIfeltuncomfortable

Me:Nkosiletgoofme

Nkosi:Why?

Me:Yourwifeishere,shealsodoesdeserve

somerespect.

Nkosi:Iunderstand,sorry.

King:Noluthanda,howareyouprincess?

Nolu:Goodandyourselfmyking?

King:Alliswell

Oneoftheservantscameandbowed.

Her:Lunchisreadymyroyals

Mayi:Thankyou.



Ma:Iaskedthemtoprepareafeast,we

shouldn'tstarvemycominggrandchildandour

beautifulbride.

Lusanda:I'llgocallIsiphile.

Wewenttothedinningroomanditwashuge

andbeautiful.Thishousehasbeautifulinterior

designsandI'msureit'sallNkosi.Isatin

betweenIsiphileandNongcebo.Theydishedup

andmunchedbeforeweevensaidgrace.

Me:Maywepraybeforeweeat?

Ma:Ohyesmydaughter.

WeclosedoureyesandIsaidgrace.OnceIwas

donetheystartedeatingandIalsodishedup

formyself.Thiswasindeedafeast,therewas

lotsoffoodandmostweremyfavorites.

They'vemadelambchops .Iateandhadmy

firstplateandIwasn'tfullinsteaditwaslikeI

haven'teatenatall.Iwasn'tgoingtodishup

anotherplate,whatiftheythinkI'mcrazyor



givemetheeye.LikeI'mwastingthefood.Why

didtheyprepareafeastanyway?PlusI'm

pregnantthey'llunderstandright?

Nkosi:Nongcebo,passthisplatetoNaye

please.Iknowshe'snotfullyet.

Ma:Ohwhydidn'tyousaysomybaby?

UhmhowdoIanswerthat,Ijustlookeddown

andlaughed

Nkosi:She'sshy.

Mayi:She'seatingfortwo,Iwonderhowitfeels

tobepregnant.

King:Ihopeyou'renotconsideringturninginto

awoman.Youknowhowthingsaredonethese

days

Wealllaughedandendeduptalkingalotabout

howthingshavechangedanddeveloped,

Nongcebowasrightaboutherfatherhe'svery

traditionalandold.



Twoguardscameinandgreeted

Guard1:MyKing,youhaveanimportantvisitor.

Hehasrequestedthatheseesyouandthe

princes.

King:Whoisthisthatdemandstoseemeand

mysons.

Guard2:ItisVulamasango,thetraditionalseer.

Hesaiditisurgentandveryimportant.

King:We'llbewithhimimmediately,excuseus.

Theystoodandlefttheroominarush.

Ma:Iwonderwhatthatisabout.

WeallwerecuriousaboutitbutIwasenjoying

myfoodmore.Itreallytastesgood Idon't

knowwhatgoesonaroundheresoI'llmindmy

ownbusinessandenjoymyfood.
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They'vebeeninthereforalmosttwohours.The

Queenhasbeenpacingupanddownwithsuch

aworriedfaceandI'vejustbeentextingwithmy

girlsandmymother.Isiisalsoonherphone

whiletheothersaresittingsilently.Allthis

silenceismakingmefreakoutandbevery

curioustoo.MaybeI'mnotsupposedtobein

thisroyalhouseandtheirancestorsareangry.

Me:Istherelikeanearbystoreormallwhere

theysellmuffins?

Nongcebo:Yeswhy?

Me:Ijusthaven'thadonesinceyesterdayand



I'minneedofit.Mydailycravings.

Ma:QuicklydriveherthereNongceboplease.

Me:Icandrive,shecancomewithifshe

doesn'tmind.

Ma:Nkosiwouldbeveryangryifweletyou

drive.

Nongcebo:Comelet'sgo,Ineedsomeair

anyways.

Wewenttothegarageandshehasabeautiful

bigcar.WegottoasmallmallorshouldIsay

shoppingcenter.LuckilytheyhaveMuggn

Bean!Iboughtmymuffinsandachocolate

milkshakeandshewenttobuypizzafrom

Domino's.Itwasmorethanenoughfor

everyone.WedrovebackhomeandNkosiwas

standingoutsidewithhisphoneinhishands.

Finallytheygotoutofthatroom.

Nkosi:I'vebeentryingtocallyou



Me:Sorry,weleftourphoneshere.Ineeded

somemuffins

Nkosi:OhIcompletelyforgot,Ihadplannedto

buysomealongtheway.

Me:ItsokayIhaveenoughnow.Hekissedmy

foreheadandledmeinside.

Nkosi:Thefamilyisinthathut,weallneedto

bethere.We'vebeensummonedbytheseer.

Me:Ohit'sokayI'llbefineherealone.Ormaybe

youcanshowmetomyroomsoIcanlaydown

untilyou'redonewiththefamilymeeting.

Nkosi:Isaidthefamily,whichmeansweALL

needtobethere.IncludingYou.

Me:Oh,letmefinishupthismuffinandgoto

thebathroom.What'sitabout?

Nkosi:You'llfindoutwhenwe'rethere.

Hefollowedmearoundlikealostpuppyeven

whenIwasinthebathroomhewastherewith



me

Nkosi:Ihaveaquestion

Me:What?

Nkosi:Wedostillgettomakelovewhileyou're

pregnantright?

Me:Yes.Somewomanevencravefordick

Nkosi:Awesome,ihopeyoucraveforit

everyday.

Me:That'snevergoingtohappenbabe,just

don'tfoolyourselfwithfalsehope.Wewalked

tothehutwhilehekepttellingmethatI'mmean.

WetookoffourshoesandwhenIgotin,the

seerstartedchantingandcallingoutclan

names.Heisabitscary.Wesatdownnextto

him.Whydowehavetobesoclosetohim?He

freaksmeout.OncehewasdonetheKing

spoke

King:We'vecalledyouallherebecause



Vulamasangohashadavisionandhehas

thingstosay.Wehaveallsatdownasmenand

discussedthis.Icouldn'tbehappier,nowitis

timewetoldthewholefamily.Youmayspeak

seer

Vulamasango:Thankyougreatone.MaKhoza

youareindeedthechosenone.

Whatthehellisheonabout?

Vula:Youhavebeenchosenbyourforefathers

tomarryintothisfamilyandbePrince

Nkosinathi'swife.Youwerechosentobebyhis

sideasheleadshisKingdom.Youareawoman

ofstrengthandcourage,theforefathersare

pleasedwithyouandknowthatthisKingdom

willbeingoodhands.

HecontinuedchantingandtheQueenwas

ululating.

Vula:Thetwoofyouwereboundbyfate,you

weremeanttomeetandfallinloveandyou



bothcanneverfightit.Youwillbringlightinto

thisfamilyandyoushallbenamedNokukhanya.

Iwillaskyoualltoexcuseusasthiswillonly

needtobeheardbythePrinceandhiswife.

Nolu:Iamalsohiswife,Ideservetobeinhere.

King:Whatnonsenseareyousaying?Theseer

istalkingaboutNkosinathiandNaye,never

wereyouincluded.

Theyallstoodupandleftusinsidethehut.

Vula:YourdaughterEmihle

Me:Howdoyouknowmydaughtersname?

Nkosi:Itoldhimhername.

Vula:Yourdaughtersspirithasbeenconnected

toNkosinathi'ssinceshewasborn.Theprince

wasbornwithaheartdisorderandhewouldn't

havelivedlongbutwhenyourdaughterwas

born,hewashealed.

I'mmorethanconfused,IfeellikeIdon'teven



haveabrain.Whatisthismanonaboutand

howdidthisallhappen.

Vula:Ihadavisiononthe17thofDecemberat

exactly9amofNkosibeinghealedandagirl

beingborn.Ididn'tknowwhatitmeantand

couldn'tevenconnectthedots.Iwenttothe

royalhouseandtheytoldmethedoctors

confirmedthathedoesn'thaveaheartdisorder

andtheydon'tknowhowithappened,itwas

beyondtheirmedicalknowledge.Itwasa

miracle.

Me:That'sexactlywhenEmihlewasborn

Idon'tknowhowthismanknowsthisandit

can'tbeNkosicausehedoesn'tknowatwhat

timeEmihlewasborn.Itwasstormyandlotsof

raincameafteryetthesunwasshinning

brightly.Theweatherwasalljustconfusing.

Vula:IonlyrealizedwhenNkosigotshotand

theonlypersonthatcouldconnecttohimwas



Emihle.HewasalsoshockedabouthowIknew

aboutitcausehedidn'ttellhisfamilyaboutit

untilhecamebackhomeoncehewasokay.

YourdaughterprotectsyouandNkosinathi,she

hasanamazinggiftthatImyselfcannotexplain.

Youarethelightofthisfamilyandyouwillbring

unityandwillleadagreatkingdomalongside

yourhusband.Butbecareful,there'salways

darknessbeforelight.

Withthatsaidhestartedpackinghisthingsand

left.Iranafterhim

Me:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?WhatdoI

evenknowaboutleadingakingdom,Iknow

nothingaboutroyaltyandeverythingyousaidis

confusing.

Vula:You'restrongerthanyouthink

Nokukhanya.WelcometotheKingdomof

Langelihle.Hegotontohishorseandtookoff!

Justlikethat,I'mleftmoreconfusedthanI've

everbeen.FirstofallIdon'tbelieveinancestors,



Igrewupasachurchgirlandabeliever.

SecondlyI'mthelastpersontheyshouldbe

trustingwithsuchhugeresponsibility,howis

EmihleconnectedtoNkosinathi.She'sa

MbambonotaMkhize.Whywasn'tNoluthando

thechosenone,Imeanshe'sroyaltyandknows

theinsandoutsofbeinginaRoyalfamily.I'm

justanordinarywomanwhoshouldbeseenas

acommonerinthusfamily.Nkosiheldmyhand

andkissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:Iknowit'stoomuchtotakeinandyou're

scaredandconfused,trustmeIalsofeelthe

sameway.NayeIloveyouandwantyouto

knowwe'llsticktogetherinallthis.

Me:Ijusthopeyourfatherwon'tstepdown

fromthethroneyet,I'mnotreadyforallofthis.

Itstoomuchanditisveryconfusing.Whathe

saidleftmepuzzled.

Nkosi:Don'tstressaboutit,stressisnotgood

foryouandthebabydoctorandyoushould



knowthat.

Me:Idon'trememberDrKhanyiletellingme

that

Nkosi:(laughs)Ohsothat'showitsgoingtobe?

IloveyouNokukhanya

Me:Istillneedtogetusedtothatnameafter

I'mmarriedintothisfamily.Iloveyoutoo

Nkosinathi.

Nkosi:Andthatwillhappeninaweekand3days

Me:You'veevencalculated

Nkosi:Ijustcan'twaitanylonger,Ineedyouto

bemywife.Let'sgetinsidethehouse,its

gettingabitcoldouthere.Wewenttoinside

anditseemsasifeveryonewaswaitingforus.I

satnexttoIsiandaverycutechildcame

runningfromupstairs

Nongcebo:Dimpho!Itoldyoutostoprunning

aroundthehouse.



Ma:LeavemygrandchildaloneNongcebo,she's

justbeingakid.

Dimpho:Mommy,whoisthis?

Sheaskedassheopenedupherarmsformeto

carryher.

Nongcebo:It'syourAunt.

Dimpho:IloveyourhairAunty,Iwantmineto

looklikeyours.

Me:Onlywhenyouareabitolder,howoldare

you?

Dimpho:30!!

Shesaidexcitedlyandshowedme8fingers.

Me:Ohwow,you'reevenolderthanme!

Dimpho:I'mjoking,I'm56!

Nongcebo:You're5Dimpho.

Dimpho:OhI'mfive!MomalwayssaysI'm5but

I'm27!



Me:Youragekeepschangingeverytime once

you're20,I'llmakesureyouhavethishairstyle

Dimpho:I'llbe20tomorrow,rightUncleNkosi?

Nkosi:YesDimpho.Rememberwhatwetalked

about?

Dimpho:Yes!Yes!Yes!

Nkosi:Let'sgogetit.TheyleftusandtheKing

wassmilingshowingallhisteeth.

King:IhopeallthatVulamasangotoldyoudoes

notscareyouthatyou'llendupleavingmyson.

Me:NothingwouldmakemeleaveNkosi.Don't

worryaboutit,itdidscaremebutIchooseto

bestrongAndtotrustthateverythingwillwork

out.

Nolu:Whatdidhesay?Imeanweshouldbe

awareifourlivesareindanger

Me:Nooneslifeisindanger.

Isi:Whyareyousoeageronknowingaboutit



anyway?YoudidheartheseersayonlySis

NayeandBhut'Nkosishouldknowaboutit.

Nolu:Sorry,Iwasjustworried.Anyonewants

teaorcoffee?

Lusanda:I'dratherdoitmyself.

Shestoodupandwenttoanotherdirection

whichIfiguredisthekitchen.TheKingand

Queenalsostoodandwentout.Iwasleftwith

Isi,Nongcebo,NoluthandoandMayi.Mayi:

Weren'tyougoingtomakecoffeeNoluthando?

Nolu:Ohyes.

Shequicklystoodupandleft

Mayi:I'veneverlikedher.There'ssomethingoff

abouther.

Me:Whydon'tyouaddresseachotheras

PrincessandPrince?

Nongcebo:Wedothatwhenwe'reinpublic,

whenwouldIevenfinishsayingmysentenceifI



hadtokeepsayingPrinceMayibongweallthe

time.

Me:Ihadactuallypracticedthat IthoughtI'd

havetosayitallthetime.

Isi:You'recrazy.Thisgirlisjustalwaysonher

phone,I'msureit'ssocialmediaandMayi

keepsongivingherabadlook

Mayi:GivemeyourphoneIsiphile

Isi:Why?

Mayi:Iwanttoseewhatkeepsyouonthat

phone24/7

Isi:ButI'vegivenittoyoubefore,Bhut'Mayi

whatyoudoingisunfair.Thisismyphone,no

oneasksforyours.

Mayi:Don'tquestionmeaboutit.Youdon't

wantmetoreportyoutotheKingfor

disobeyingme.

Isi:Heismoreofabully!Thanabrother!



Mayi:Donotraiseyourvoiceat!Iwillslapyou!

Me:Woahthere'snoneedforthatMayibongwe.

Isiphilejustpeacefullygivehimyourphone,I'm

sureyouhavenothingtohide.

Isi:WhatifIdohavesomethingtohide?

Mayi:MorereasonswhyIshouldtakethis

phoneawayfromyou.

Didshehavetosaythat?Andwhyaretheyeven

fightingoverthis,Nongceboisjustquietand

notdoinganythingtocalmthefuelbetweenher

siblings.

Me:IsiphilegiveyourphonetomeandIwill

checkit,ifthere'sanythinginappropriateIwill

tellyouMayibongwe.

Isiphilegavemeherphoneandrantoherroom.

Mayibongwesatdown

Mayi:Thatchildisspoilttoomuch.Shedoesn't

evenfocusmoreonherschoolwork,it'sjust



alwaysthisphoneofhers.Wewereraisedina

veryharshway,wegotphoneswhenwewentto

university.

Mayialsowentout

Me:Whydidyouletthatunnecessarydrama

happen?

Nongcebo:Ichoosenottobeinvolvedinthe

littlefightsthathappeninthisfamilybecause

theyalwaysescalate.I'mgladI'mgoingbackto

myhousetomorrow.

Iguessthisalwayshappens.Theyalwaysjust

fightfornothing?Iwonder.

Nkosi:Whathappenedhereandwhere's

everyoneelse?WhyisMayiangry?

Weturnedandhewasstandingconfusedbythe

door

Me:TheyhadanargumentwithIsiphile

Nkosi:I'mnotsurprised.



Myphoneranganditwasmyfather

Me:Daddy

Dad:Iseeyou'vemadeyourdecision,Igota

letterfromTheKingdomofLangelihle.Heis

royalty?

Me:Yesfather

Dad:You'llbehissecondwife.

Me:Yesfather

Dad:Areyouhappyandsureofyourdecision?

Me:Yesfather,IamveryhappyandI'msureof

mydecision.

Dad:Ifyouhappyandyoulovehim,Icannot

stopyoufrombeingwithsomeoneyoulove.

Tellhimtosendhismenandwe'llnegotiate.

Withthatsaidheendedthecall.That'smy

father,heisjuststraightforwardandlikes

gettingstraighttothepoint.Heisthemost

honestpersonIknowandhedoesn'tsugarcoat



thetruth,hetellsitasitis.

Me:Myfatherhasacceptedyourproposal,he

saidyoucansendyournegotiators.

Nkosi:Fathershouldhearaboutthis.

King:Ishouldhearaboutwhat?

Nkosi:MrKhozahasgaveuspermissionsto

comepaylobolaforNaye.

King:Iwillbeleadingthenegotiations,iwill

makesurehegetseverythingheasksfor.

Ma:Butwehaveunclesthatnegotiatesuch

matters

King:Iwanttoalsobethere,Idon'twant

anythinggoingwrong.Thisismysonswife.

Mayibongweshouldalsogetmarriednow,he

isn'tgettinganyyounger.

Nongcebo:I'dlovetoseethatdaycome.

Wealllaughedandjokedaboutit



Me:WhereisIsiphile'sroom?Iwhisperedat

Nongcebo

Nongcebo:Firstdoorupstairs.Remindmeto

showyouaroundthehousewhenyou'reback.

IwenttoIsiphile'sroomandshewaslayingon

herbedcrying.

Me:I'vebroughtbackyourphone.

Isi:Thankyou,didyoutellMayiIhavea

boyfriend?

Me:Idon'tknowthatyouhaveaboyfriend,I

didn'tgothroughyourphone.Youshouldstop

beinggluedtoyourphoneintheirpresence,just

toavoidhavinghimwanttocheckyourphone.

He'syourbrothersoitshisdutytoprotectyou.

Isi:Thankyou,I'lldothat.

Me:Youshouldfocusmoreonyourschool

work,youdon'twanthimtakingyourphone

forever.Howoldisyourboyfriend?



Isi:He's26

Ohdeargod!That'sMayi'sage!

Me:Ibegyourpardon?

Isi:Iknowhe'soldenoughtobemybrotherbut

hemakesmefeellikeawoman.

Me:Isiphileyou'rejust15andshouldn'tevenbe

thinkingaboutboys.Whatdoyoumeanhe

makesyoufeellikeawoman,areyou?Uhmlike

Isi:NoI'mnotsleepingwithhimbuthehas

askedme.

Me:Takemyadvice.Don'tdoit.Heiswayto

oldforyouandyourfatherwillbemadandonly

Godknowswhathewoulddotoyou.We'llkeep

thisbetweenusandIhopeyou'llendyour

relationshipwithhim.Maketherightchoice,

youdonotwanttoshameyourself,your

parentsandthisKingdom.You'rethefuture

Queenofsomekingdom,don'tletthatberuined.



Isi:ThankyouSisNaye,you'regoodtotalkto.

Mysistersneverlistentome.I'lltakeyour

advice,Idon'twantmyfathertokillme.

Istoodupandwalkedtothedoor

Me:Andlastly,showsomerespect.Wipethose

tearsandgoapologizetoyourbrother.

#NNBBF
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Tosaythatthisdayhasbeenlongwouldreally

beanunderstatement,it'sbeenwaytolongand



alothashappenedinjustoneday.I've

discoveredthingsthatIdidn'tevenknow,what

theseersaidisstillallovermymindandIdon't

thinkI'llgetoveritsoon.HonestlyIam

frightenedandverycurioustoomostofallI'm

confused.Mylifehasn'tonlychangedabitbutit

willbechangingdrastically.NeverhaveIever

eventhoughtmylifewouldturnoutthisway.I

dohopeIsiphilewilllistentomeandendthings

withthatguy,heisalmostjustasoldasMayi

andNongcebo,Nkosinathiwouldloosehis

mindifhewouldhearaboutthis.HereIam

alreadykeepingfamilysecrets,Iwillnot

mentionthistoanyoneandIdohopeIsiphile's

behaviordoesn'tescalateandforcemetotalk

abouthershenanigans.Its6:30pmandwe're

walkingtothedinninghallwherewe'llhave

supper.NkosiwaswithNoluthandoandthey

seemedtobehavingadeepconversation,Istill

needtogetusedtoseeingthemtogether.Deep

downinmyheartithurtsalittlebutI'llhealand



getusedtoit.I'msureitalsodoeshurtwhen

sheseesustogetheralso,it'sstillearlyand

we'realltryingtoadjusttothismatter.Shesat

nexttomeonthedinningtableandLusanda

wasonmylefthandsidesittingrightnextto

me.Nkosidoeshaveabigfamilyandhisfather

wantsittobebigger,hedoesn'tlikethatheonly

has3grandchildren,Emihleisalsoincluded

there,IlaughedwhenheaskedmewhenamI

bringinghisgrandchildover.Ididn'thavean

answertothatbutNkosididsaywe'llcome

withhersoon,TheKingisexcitedabout

meetingher.I'msurehealsoknowsabouttheir

spiritsbeingconnectednonsensetheseer

talkedabout,it'sstilljustalltofreshandhardto

believe.MaybeastimegoesbyI'llalsobelieve

it.Itextedmymomabitearlierontellingthem

thattheMkhize'swillcomeonthe20thandthe

Kingwillalsobecoming.Shewassurprisedas

tohowthey'recominginjustaweekstimeand

itshowsthattheyareeagerandwanttotake



meastheirbrideassoonaspossible.Shedid

tellmeIshouldbehomebythe17thsowe

couldprepare.Idon'tgetwhyIhavetocome

threedaysearlier.Shesaysithassomethingto

dowithmepreparinganditsnecessarythatI

comesoI'dbeadvisedbyelderlywomansince

I'mnowgoingtobeawife.Wesaidgraceand

wetuckedin,Ihavetosay,whoevercooksthe

foodweeatisjustanamazingcook.She

shouldhavebeenacheformaybeitisachef,

I'dneverknow.Nkosinathidoeshavehis

personalchefsoIguessmaybetheyalsodo

haveoneheretoo.

Ma:Youstillhavebothyourparentsmy

daughter?

Me:YesmaIdo

Shenoddedandtherewasabitofsilence

King:Whatdoyourparentsdo?

Me:MyfatherisaProfessorandmymotheris



anurse.TheybothstayinJohannesburgin

OrangeFarm

King:Iguesswehavetobookflights.

Mayi:Wesuredo

King:Andwhereareyougoing?

Mayi:Jo'burg,notthatI'llbegoingtonegotiate

orsomething.WhoknowsmaybeI'llmeetthe

loveofmylifethereinOrangeFarm.PlusIneed

togobacktomyhouse,I'msureitmissesme.

King:Doyouhaveanysiblings?

Me:YesIdo,2olderbrothersandsister,I'mthe

lastchild.

Ma:Howoldarethey?

Me:ThefirstsonLwaziis31,Lungelois29and

mysisterNomkithais28.

Mayi:Isshesingle?MaybeI'dneedasugar

mama



Wealllaughedandhismothersmackedhis

hand

Me:She'sactuallymarriedandhas3babies.

Nolu:Shewouldbeofnouse,she'snotroyalty

soyou'dbewastingyourtime.

Isi:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

IknewexactlywhatshemeantandIchoseto

justkeepquietandenjoymyfood.I'mnotabout

toparticipateincatfightsbecauseshe'sjust

tryingtoprovokeme.

Nolu:OhsorryIdidn'tmeanitthatway,Iforgot

wehaveacommonerher

Ma:You'vesaidenoughNoluthando.

Nkosi:LeavethistablerightnowNoluthando.

Nolu:IsaidI'msorry.Ireallydidn'tmeanto.

Nayedoyouforgiveme?

Me:Noneedtoapologize,Iwasn'toffended.I

don'tneedtheroyaltytitletodeterminemy



worth.Nkosismiledatmeandwecontinued

havingoursupper.Dessertwasservedafter

thatanditwasdelicious.Ihadmoreicecream

thoughthanthepudding.

King:We'llseeeachotherinthemorning.

MaKhoza,itwasgreatmeetingyouandIhope

youhaveagoodnight.

HeleftthetableandtheQueenalsofollowed

him.

Mayi:Let'sgochillattheloungebeforeweall

headtobed.

Me:Soundslikeagoodidea

Nongcebo:I'mleavingtomorrow

Lusanda:Youneverstaylong,justonedayand

you'regone.

Nongcebo:Ihaveahouse,ahusband,achild

andajob.

Lusanda:I'llbegraduatingonthe30thofMay,



I'dloveyoutocomepleaseSisNaye

Me:I'dlovetocome.

Nolu:Butwedidn'tknowaboutthat,willIalso

getaninvitation?

Mayi:Iknewaboutit.

Lusanda:Sorryonlyfivepeoplecancome.AndI

alreadyhavethatfive,sorry.

Nongcebo:Maybeweshouldheadtobed.

Nkosi:Greatidea.

Mayi:Goodnightguys

Weallsaidourgoodbyesandwewalkedto

Nkosi'shousewithNoluwhilewewerehavinga

smallconversation

Nolu:Ihadtheroomspreparedforyouand

everythingisokay,evenfreshnewtowelsinthe

bathroom.I'llheadtomyhousenow,goodnight.

Me:Thankyou,goodnight.



Nolu:I'llbegoingtoworkearlytomorrow

morningyouwon'tseeme.Shesmiledand

kissedNkosinathi.

Nolu:Goodnightmylove

Nkosi:Goodnight.

Thisisgoingtobehard!Ismiledandwegot

intoNkosi'shouse.Itwasbeautifulwitha

kitchen,loungeand4bedroomsand

2bathrooms.HeshowedmetotheroomI'dbe

sleepingintonight,hedoesn'tsupporttheidea

ofmehavingtosleepinaseparateroomwith

him,hefeelsthatitscompletelyunnecessary.

WegotinandIstartedtofeelcoldashethrew

himselfonthebedandlaidtherelookingas

normalaspossible.Can'thefeelhowthisroom

isfreezing,we'dfreezetodeathinhere.

Me:ItsfreezinginhereNkosinathi

Nkosi:Areyoucrazy?ItsveryhotinhereI

shouldbeopeningtheairconditioner.



Icouldn'ttakeit,mybodystartedtoitch.Ineed

abathmaybe,Iwalkedtothebathroombutit

wasjustgettingworse.Myskinwaseven

turningredduetomescratchingit.

Nkosi:You'llbleedstopscratching.

Me:Nkosinathi,itscoldinhereandmybodyis

itching.

Nkosi:ButIcan'tfeelanything

Me:ButIcan!Iwasstartingtoevencry,the

painwastoomuchtotakeandIwasliterally

freezing.

Nkosi:Okaylet'sgetoutofhere,you'llsleep

withme.

Inoddedandcouldn'tevenspeakanymore.He

heldmeandlaidmedownonhisbedand

coveredmewiththefreshlinen.Iwas

beginningtofeelalotbetteranditwaswarmin

here.



Nkosi:ShouldIprepareahotbathforyou?

Inoddedandhelookedatmeveryworriedly.I

don'tknowwhyI'mbeingsoemotionalabout

thisbutIcouldn'tstopcrying.Hetookoffmy

clothesandlookedangry.

Nkosi:YourbodyisredNayeandhasgreen

spotslikeanallergicreaction.Buttherewasn't

anyflowersthere.

Ididn'tevenrespond,hecarriedmeandputme

insidethebathtub.Thewaterwassoothingand

iclosedmyeyeswhilehebathedme.Hereally

didn'thavetobutwhenNkosiinsists,youcan't

argue.

Nkosi:Areyoufeelingbetternow?

Me:YesIam.Joinmeplease

Nkosi:Thewaterisgettingcool.

Me:We'llchangethewaterandaddsomemore

bubbles,please.



Nkosi:Okayfine.

Wechangedthewaterandhejoinedme,Iwas

layingonhischestandourtoestouchingandI

wasrubbingthemtogetherandittickled

Weweresilentforawhileandhestarted

kissingmyneck.Iclosedmyeyesandhe

squeezedmyboobs.Iturnedaroundandkissed

himwhiletouchinghispenisandhegroaned.

Nkosi:Let'sgetoutofherebeforeImurderyou

Welaughedanddriedourselves.Iwenttomy

bagandtookmyunderwear

Nkosi:Whatsthatfor?

Me:FormetowearandI'llsleep.

Nkosi:That'snothappening.Mkhizewas

sleepingpeacefullyandyoudecidedtowake

himupandnowyouneedtotakecareofhim

Me:Really?

Nkosi:Yes,really.



IgiggledandtiptoedsoIcanreachhislipsand

Ikissedhim.Thekissinggotintenseandwe

endedupmakinglove.Afterweweredonewe

cleanedeachotherupandIworemypyjamas.I

laidmyheadontopofhischestandclosedmy

eyesandlistenedtohimashesangforme.I

feltlikealittlebabybeingputtosleep.

#Nkosi

Todayhasbeenalong,confusingand

interestingday.I'mhappythatmyforefathers

haveacceptedandblessedmymarriagewith

Nayeandthatshewasthechosenoneforme.I

couldneverbehappierbutalotconfusedme

tooandtookmebysurpriseespeciallythe

Emihlepartandhergiftandusbeingconnected

spiritually.There'sjuststillalotcomingourway

duetowhattheseersaidaboutdarknessbeing

therebeforethelight.Ilovethenamegivento

Naye,she'sNokukhanyashe'sthelightinthis

familyandIcannotwaituntilsheisofficiallymy



wife.Whathappenedearlierthoughisstillon

mymind,I'mtryingtofigureoutwhatwasthe

courseofthatbecausetherewerenoflowers,

andnothingclosetocauseanallergicreaction

andI'mdefinatelysureitwasn'tanallergic

reaction.IwassoangryandworriedwhenIsaw

herbodylikethat,herstomachisstartingto

showanditlooksverycute.Hasthedarkness

started?IhopenothingwillharmmybabyandI

willmakesurenothingdoes.IheardNayecry

softlyyetshewasfastasleep.Shewas

sweatingandstartedcryinglouderscreaming

"leaveusalone."

Me:Nayewakeup!

Naye:Leaveusalone!

Ikeptonshakingherandtryingtowakeherup

butnothingwashelping.Itooksomewaterand

poureditonherfacebutshewasn'twakingup.

Iputonmygownandcarriedher.Shewas

shakingandbreathingheavily.Myphonewas



alsoringingnonstopandIjustputitinmy

pocketandwalkedtotheRoyalhouse.I

knockedhardonthedoorandtheguards

openedwhileMayiandIsicamerunningfrom

upstairs.

Me:CalltheKingandtheseerimmediately!

Mayi:Okay

TheKingandQueencamerushingdownstairs

Dad:Whashappeninghere?

Me:Idon'tknow,shewon'twakeupandkept

onscreamingleaveusalone.

Nongcebo:She'sgettingpaleyouguysthisis

serious,weshouldrushhertothehospital

Me:AnswerthisphoneIsi

Shetookmyphoneandanswered

Isi:ItsEmihle'sgrandma,thesamethingis

happeningtoEmihlebutshe'sspeakingin

riddles.



Me:What!

Itookthephone

Me:Mawhat'shappening?

Mom(Naye'sMom):Shesaysboilwarmwater

andputawarmtowelonherforeheadthencall

hername.Emihleiscalmnow

Me:Lusandabringboiledwaterandatowel.

MommayIspeaktoher?

Mom:Yes.

Emi:Daddy

Me:Areyouokaymyprincess?

Emi:Yesdaddybutmomisnotokay.Theyare

stillchasingher,she'snotsafe.

Me:Whoisthey?

Emi:I'msorrydadbutIcan'tseethem.Ican't

seetheirfaces,onlytheirlegsareshowing.

Me:Getsomerestplease,I'llcallyouinthe



morning.Mommywillbefine.

Emi:Goodnightdad,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

IgavemyphonetoIsiandputthewarmtowel

onherforeheadandcalledherthreetimesbut

nothingwashappening.

Me:Thisisnothelping!!

Nongcebo:CallherbytheNokukhanyaname

maybethatwillhelp.

Ilookedaroundandmymomwascryingand

holdingontoMayi.

Me:Nokukhanya,Nokukhanyawakeup.

Nothinghappened,shewaslayingtherelooking

lifelessyetshewasstillbreathing.

Me:Nokukhanya!

Icouldn'tdothisanymore,it'sbeenaveryvery

longtimesinceIcriedbutnowIcouldn'thold



backmytears.Ilookeddownandcriedsoftly.

Lusanda:She'sopeninghereyes!She'sopening

hereyes!

Iheldherhandandsmiled,she'sawake.

Me:Nayeyouscaredme.

Naye:Whathappened?Wherearewe?

Me:We'reattheRoyalhouse.Youweren't

wakingupsoIcamehereandyouwere

screaming,cryingandgettingpale.Ijustdidn't

knowwhatwashappeningtoyou.

Naye:Emihle!Shedisappeared!Shewasthere

helpingmerunaway.Butshedisappeared!

Me:Shecalledmeandtoldmewhattodoso

you'dwakeup.

Naye:Nkosinathi,theywerechasingme.Iwas

havinganightmarebutitseemedtobesotrue

likeitwasreallyhappening.

Ma:Areyouokaynow?



Naye:I'mfeelingabitbetter.

King:Thisneedsseriousattention.Thishas

neverhappenedbefore.

Me:EarlieronshealsoactedupwhenIshowed

hertotheroomshe'dsleepin,shestarted

sayingit'sfreezingandherbodywasitching.

Herentirebodywasredandhadgreenspots.

Lusanda:ThisiswitchcraftI'mtellingyou.

Mayi:There'snosuch,nothinglikethishasever

happened.Weonlyseethatinmovies

Ma:Anditcanhappeninreality.

King:Let'snotjumpintoconclusions.

Vulamasangowillexplaineverythingtousinthe

morning.

Noluthandowalkedinandlookedaround

Thando:What'shappeninghere?
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ItsThursdayandworkisjustsohectictoday,

we'vebeenonourfeetsince7am.I'mmore

thantired,I'mexhausted!Andveryhungryand

lunchtimeisonlyanhourawayfromnow.We

camebackfromLangelihleearlierthan

expectedbecauseofwhathappened,

Nkosinathididn'twantmetospendanother

nighttheresoweleft.TheRoyalparents

weren'thappyaboutusleavingbutwehadto.

Vulamasangocouldn'tseeanythingthatcaused

thenightmareandhesuspectsthatthe



ancestorsweretryingtoshowmesomething.I

don'tknowwhatitisbutIwon'tworryaboutit,I

shouldn'tbestressedit'snotgoodformybaby.

Speakingofmybaby,mystomachisvisible

nowandyesithasmadethepapers."Little

Mkhizeontheway""Halfamillionrandringon

DrKhoza'sfinger,wewonderhowmuchthe

actualweddingringwillcost"Ididn'tevenknow

thatmyringwasworthhalfamillionrand,i

askedNkosiaboutitandhesaiditstrue.My

princessiscomingbacktomorrow! schools

willbeopeningforthesecondtermandshe

needstobeready,thoughI'msadI'llbeleaving

herbehindwhenIhavetogohomeforthe

lobolanegotiations,sheneedstoattendschool

andherdanceclasses.I'mexcitedaboutbeing

Nkosi'swifeandmoreexcitedaboutplanninga

wedding.Myfriendsaremoreexcitedandwhat

excitesZandyandSnehmoreisthe

bacheloretteparty.Athiwalkswithmetothe

officeandweorderedfoodfromSpur.Itcame



in15minsandwesatdownandate

Athi:Sohowhavethingsbeen?Iheardabout

whathappenedinLangelihle

Me:YeahitwasbadbutIdon'tremembermuch.

OnlyNkosicantellyouthefullstory.Buttheir

seercouldn'tfindexactlywhatcausedit,he

saidthisisbeyondhimandheguessedthe

ancestorsweretryingtoconnectwithme.

Athi:That'sjustonanotherlevel,inmypointof

viewyouguysjustneedtofindoutwhois

bewitchingthatfamilyandyou.I'vebeenthere

andthingslikethatcanpossiblyhappen,iteven

happensinsuburbs.

Me:Iguesswe'llfindoutsoonorifithappens

againwhenI'mthere

Athi:You'restillgoingbackthere?

Me:Ihaveto,itwillbecomemyhomeverysoon

sothere'snowayIcanavoidnotgoing.



Athi:Carryyourgun.

Me:Whatfor?Besidesit'salwayswithme.

Athi:Good,youneverknowwhatmighthappen.

Andifyoufindoutwhodidthis,don'thesitate.

Justshoothim/her.

Me:Yessir

Welaughedandcontinuedeating

Athi:Sohow'sthebaby?

Me:Itsokay,closetotwomonthsnow.

Athi:That'sgreat,enjoytherestofyourday

Nokukhanya.

Me:(laughs)Youalsoknowthatnamenow

Athi:Itsuitsyou.Hesaysashewinksand

leavesmyoffice.Itookoffmyshoesandwent

tolaydownonthecouchnexttomydesk,I

lockedthedoorandtookalittlenap.



#Nkosi

I'mblessed,IseeNayeeverymorningandeach

newdayseemslikeherbellygetsbigger.Ilove

howshelooksyetshehateshowshewakesup

withherfacesoswollen.Itdoeslookabitscary

butIdon'ttellhercauseshe'llcrysomuchand

don'ttalktomeatall.Ilovethatshe'sknow

moreopenandshowsheremotionsandshe's

moody,asweirdasitisIenjoyseeingherthat

waybecauseithardlyhappens.She'salways

justcalmandcollectedsoseeingthisdifferent

sidetoherisreallyamazingandlikean

adventurebutIdon'tlikeitwhenshecriesalot.

Work!WorkhasbeenprettyhecticandImight

havetogobacktotheUnitedStatesbutthat

willhappenafterthelobolanegotiations.We're

donewiththeprojectinLA,nowwe'vebeen

invitedtoit'slaunchandIwillsayafewwords,

myjobhasnowcomewithpublicspeaking.All

thatI'veeverdreamedofiscomingtrueandfor



thatI'mveryverygrateful.MyPAwalksin

quicklylikeshe'sbeingchasedbysomeone

PA:Sir,MrAthihasbeentryingtocallyoubut

you'renotanswering.Hesaysitsurgent,come

tothehospitalimmediately.

Me:Thankyou.TellJohntocoverupforme

andattendallmymeetings.Itookmycarkeys

andrantotheelevator,itwastakingitsown

time.Igottomyparkinglot,gotintomycarand

spedoff.

Iwonderwhat'shappening?Ihopeeverythingis

okay.Igottothehospitalinlessthan10mins,

itsnotthatfarawayfrommybuilding.Iranto

thereceptionist.

Her:MrMkhizethankgodyou'reherenow.Go

toroom256ontheflooryouuse.

Me:Thankyou.

IwalkedpassNaye'sofficeandtherewerefire

brigadiersstoppingafirewithfireextinguishers.



Whatthehellhappenedhere!IgottotheroomI

wastoldtogoandAthiwastherewithNaye

layingonthebedwithbreathingmachineson

her.

Me:What'sgoingon!Whathappened!?

Athi:Calmdown,she'sokay.Therewasafirein

herofficebutwemanagedtogetherout.Her

doorwaslockedandshewassleeping,didn't

smellorfeeltheheatofthefire.Wehadto

breakdownthedoor,miraculouslyeverything

burntdownbutshedidn't.NkosinathiI'venever

seensuchbefore,thatwasn'tanordinaryfire.

Ihadmyhandsonmyfaceandwassofurious

astowhathasbeenhappening!Whyisn'tall

thishappeningtomeinsteadofher?

Me:Thebaby?

Athi:Noharm.TheyarebothokaybutNaye

can'tbreathprobably.

Me:Thankyou,thankyouverymuchAthi.



Athi:We'refamilyman,I'ddoanythingtosave

herlifeandyours.Ohweevenhavealittleone

now.We'regoingtobebuyingmoretoys.

Ilaughedandhepattedmyshoulderandleft.I

satonthecouchnexttoherbedandheldher

hand.

Me:MaHlase,I'msorry.I'msorryIwasn'tthere

tosaveyouwhenyouneededme.I'msorryyou

havetogothroughallthis,ifyouhadn'tmetme

noneofthiswouldbehappeningtoyou.Iswear

I'lldoeverythingthatIcantoprotectyouand

ourchildrenandtofindoutwhatcausedthis

fire.

Naye:JustknowIwasn'ttryingtocommit

suicide

Me:You'reawake,ThankGod.Iknowyou

wouldn'tdothat,whathappened?

Naye:Ihonestlydon'tknowNkosinathi.Ilocked

thedoorsoIcouldtakeanapwithoutany



disturbance.AndIslept,that'sallIremember

tillIwokeupandIwashere,Athitoldmethere

wasafireinmyofficebutIdon'trememberthat

happening.Idon'tevenknowwhatcould've

causeditcausethereisn'tanysubstancesin

myofficesthatcouldcausefire.Noonecould

comeinandstartafirebecauseIlocked.

Me:Thewindows?

Naye:Ionlyhaveonewindowanditwasclosed

sinceIhadtheairconditioneron.Didanything

happentoourbaby?

Me:No,nothinghappened.She'sokay

Naye:Whydoyousayshe?Maybeitsaboy

Me:Iknowit'sagirl.

Naye:We'renotrevealingthegendertillitsthe

babyshower.

Me:That'snothappeningNaye,plusyou're

beingunfairyou'llknowthegenderbyjust



lookingatthescans.

Naye:Okayfine.You'reright

Me:I'malwaysright.You'renotcomingbackto

work,thisplaceisn'tsafeforyouandthebaby

Naye:Iwon'tdothat,Iwon'tstayathome.I'llbe

workingNkosinathiandthat'sit.

Me:Nayedon'tbestubbornaboutthis.My

decisionisfinal

Naye:We'llseeaboutthat,I'llbecomingto

workfirstthingtomorrowmorning.

Me:Doyoueverlisten!?

Naye:Don'tyoudareraiseyourvoiceatme,I'm

notyourchild.Iwillnotlistentononsenseand

letyoudictatemylife!Closethedooronyour

wayout.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Naye:Itsimplymeansgetout!



Me:I'mnotdoingthat.

Shestartedscreamingandcallingsecurity,she

isreallycrazy!Likecompletelyloosingit.

Me:You'recausingunnecessarydrama

Naye:I'mbeingdramaticNkosinathi?Security!!

Theseidiotscamerunningandholdingme

Me:LetmegobeforeIrearrangeyourdamn

faces!

Security1:Sirwe'rejustdoingourjob,please

leave.

Me:Listenandlistencarefully,I'mnotleaving

mywifehere.

Naye:Iwanthimtoleave!

Athicamerushingin.

Athi:What'sgoingonhere?

Naye:Iwanthimtoleave!

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhereAyabonga!



Athi:ItsokaysecurityIgotthis.

Naye&I:Yougotwhat?!

Athi:Youtwocannotbeturningagainstme.I'm

helpingyouhere.

Naye:HesaidI'mbeingdramatic!Canyou

believethat?

Athi:Nkosinathiisverystupid.SorryNaye,get

somerestandI'lltalktohim.Let'sgoNkosi

WeleftNayeandshehadahugesmileonher

face.Thiswomanwilldrivemecrazy,butIcan't

helpmyselfIloveherandImissheralready.

Athi:Numberonerule:Neverupsether.

2)Alwaysagreewithwhatshesays.

3)Don'tcommentonhereatinghabitsjust

supporther

4)Donotsayshe'sdramatic,crazyorannoying.

5)Givehergoodsex.



Nowtheseruleswillhelpyouthroughouther

pregnancy.They'lllastyoutillDecember

Me:She'llbegivingbirthinDecember?

Athi:Yes

Me:I'llneedtherapy,itsalmostliketheentire

year!

Athi:Youcouldn'tkeepyourzipclosed.So

suffertheconsequences.

Me:Whatever.We'reallborninDecemberwell

besidesher.She'saJulybaby.

Athi:You'rereallyahappyfamilyman.Iwas

alsothinkingofjustsettlingdowntoo.I'm

turning30man,nowife,nogirlfriend,nokids.

That'sjustnotwhatIwantwithmylife.Iwant

tohavesomeonewhocallsmetheirhusband

andtheirfather.

Me:Itwillhappen,youcannotdieabachelor.

Athi:Andwastethesegoodlooks?Never.Sneh



isjustsostubbornbutshe'sfinallyagreedtogo

onadatewithme,Ihopeithelps.Ihateloving

herthismuch.

Me:Iknowthefeeling,Iwasinyourshoesnot

solongago.ButIguessitsallworthit.Like

lookatmenow,youshouldseemeasarole

model,I'maninspirationtoyou,Bongaand

Mpho

Athi:Whateverman.I'mgoingbacktowork

now,takeyourcrazywifehome.

Me:Letmegotrymyluck,Ihopeshe'scalmed

down.

WelaughedandfistbumpedthenIwentto

Naye'sroomandfoundhercryingwithherlegs

foldedlikeababy,shereallydoeslooklike

Emihle.

Me:Babewhat'swrong?

Naye:Youleftme!YouleftmeNkosinathi!



Shethrewapillowatme,Iwasliterallylaughing

insidebutdidn'tshowitcauseshe'sgoingto

flip.

Me:I'msorry,Ishouldn'thaveleftyou.Come

let'sgohomenow

Naye:Nkosinathiyouhurtme,whydidyouleave

me?

IwantedtosayyoutoldmetoobutAthi'srules

mightjustwork.

Me:I'msorry,Iwasafool.Iloveyou

Naye:Iloveyoutoo.

Icarriedherandtookherbag,wewalkedout

andhercolleagueswerelookingatus,Nosy

people.Iputherinthecarandstrappedher

seatbelt

Me:Wantsomethingtoeat?

Naye:ChickenLickenplease

Me:Butyouhateit



Naye:IwantchickenlickenNkosinathi.

Me:YesMam.

Itsstillaveryverylongjourneyahead.Ibought

whatshewantedbutshejustonlyonepeice

andshewasdone.Emihlewilleatit,causeshe

likesit.We'reonourwaytofetchEmihlefrom

schoolandsheisn'thavinganydanceclasses

orsporttoday.IparkedwhereIusuallydobut

shewasn'ttherewaitingforme.

Me:I'llgolookforher.

Iwenttoherclassandluckilyherteacherwas

there.

Me:Goodafternoon,I'mlookingforEmihle

Khoza.

Teacher:OhEmihlewasn'tfeelingwelltoday,

she'sbythesickroom.Followmeplease

Me:Whatwaswrongwithher?

Teacher:Shesaidsomethingaboutburning,



shewassweatingandwerushedhertothe

sickroomandtheschoolsnursetookcareof

her.She'sokaynowthough,justgettingsome

rest.

Wegotthereandshewassleepingpeacefully.

I'mangryandhurt,thiscan'tbehappeningtoa

child.She'stooyoungtobegoingthroughall

this.IneedtospeaktoVulamasangoaboutthis.

Emihleistooyoung,thiswillaffectherschool

work.Icarriedherandtookherbag.

Me:Pleasecallmewheneverthishappens

again.Callmeimmediately.

Teacher:Yeswewill.

Me:Thankyouverymuch.

Nayesawusapproachingandrantous.

Naye:What'swrongwithher?

Me:Getinthecar,I'lltellyouthere.

Naye:I'llsitwithher.Shetookherandsheheld



herclosely

Me:Makesureshe'scomfortable.

Naye:Iwill.

NayewasalreadycryingbeforeIcouldeventell

herwhat'swrong.Ijusthatethis,Ihateitreally.

Itshurtingmyfamily!Can'titalljusthappento

me!

Me:Theysayshewassweatingandkepton

sayingshe'sburning.Iguessitwasthesame

timethefireincidenthappened.

Naye:Nkosinathishe'stooyoungtogothrough

allthis.

Me:IknowNaye,I'lltalktoVulamasango.

Maybethere'sawaytostopallthis.

Naye:We'llgotochurch

Me:That'salsoanotheridea.I'lldropyouoff

Naye:We'reallgoingNkosinathi.



WownowI'llneedtogotochurch,whenlastdid

Ievengothere.I'lltellmygentstocomewith,

wereallyneedtoprayhard.Wehaven'tbeen

thereinsomanyyears.Ilookedatthemas

NayeplayedwithEmihle'shair.Thisisreally

hurtingthemandIcan'tletthiscontinue

happening.

#NNBBF

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriendsof

friends

Pleaselikeandcomment
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#Noluthando

I'vebeenfeelingreallytiredforthelastfewdays,

Ievendon'tlikegoingtoworkanymoreandits

alljusttakingastrainonmebecauseI'mnot

usedtonotdoinganything.Ilovebeingonmy



feetandworking,that'swhyI'mthebestLawyer

inmyfirmandIneverlooseanycase.Its

alwaysbeenwhatIwanttodoandI'llnever

stoplovingLaw.I'veworkedwithtopcasesand

havewonthemall.Itallpaysoff,I'mdoingwell

formyself,IhavemoneyandI'mabletoprovide

formyself.I'mmakingmyselfproudandmy

parentsproudtoo,wellthat'siftheyeven

recognizewhatIdo.GrowingupI'vealways

beensecondbest,I'mthemiddlechildandI

havetwosiblings,bothboysandthemost

importantpeopleinmyparent'seyes.I'venever

beenlovedorcaredforthewaytheywerecared

for.Iwenttoatopschoolsjustbecausethey

didn'twantpeopletoseethatI'mtreated

differentlybutifitwereaccordingtotheir

desires,Iwouldn'tevenhavewenttoschool.I

workedhardatschoolbecauseIknewmygoal

andIknewIwantedtoleavehomebuttheonly

wayI'ddothatwastobemarriedofftosome

prince.LuckilyIwasmarriedofftosomeone



whoallowedmetocontinueworkinganddidn't

standinthewayofmakingmydreamscome

true.MymarriagetoPrinceNkosinathiMkhize

wasmygreatestachievementinmyfather's

eyesbecauseitbroughthimfame,good

allianceandwealth.Hehadalwaysdreamedto

marrymeofftoarichKingdomsohewouldget

money,myfatherisagreedyandcruelman.I

hadhighhopesandthoughtI'dbeinahappy

relationshipbecauseNkosinathiseemed

genuineandkindhearted.ButIgotmarriedto

someonewhoisinlovewithanotherwoman.I

pushedthatthoughtawaybecauseIknewhe'd

eventuallyforgetaboutherandlovemethenwe

livehappilyeverafterandleadtheKingdom

together.MyfirstimpressionofNkosinathiwas

hisphysicalappearance,heisveryhandsome

andhe'sbodymakesmeweak.Onourwedding

nightwemadeloveandhetookmyVirginity,

that'swhenIfelldeeplyinlovewithhimyetthat

wasthefirstandlasttimehetouchedmeinan



intimateway.Thisfrustratedmealot,hetalked

tomeaboutitandhesaidhefeltasifheis

betrayingthegirlheisinlovewithbutwhat

puzzledmewasthathewasn'teventogether

withherandhedidn'tfeelguiltywhenheslept

withotherwomanbuthefeltguiltywhenhe

sleptwithme?Howwasthatevenpossible.It

didhurtmeandlowermyselfesteem,it

actuallydestroyedmebutIdecidednottohave

aheavyheartandpretendasifeverythingis

okay.I'mjustaghostinthisfamily,nothingI

sayordoistakentorecognition.Atleast

Isiphilesometimesspendstimewithme,wego

shoppinganddogroceries.Wellthat'sjust

aboutit.Nkosinathidoestakecareofme

financiallybygivingmeanallowanceevery

monthplusmysalary,Ihaveenoughmoneyto

buyanythingIwantandneed.When2yearsof

ourmarriagepassed,Iknewtherewasjustno

hopeforme,evenaftertwoyearshehasn't

eventouchedme,iftriedwearingsexylingerie,I



evenboughtapolesoIcouldstripforhimbut

hedidn'tevengetaboner.Iwasstartingto

thinkthatmaybehe'smanhoodhassomesort

ofproblembutheprovedmewrong.Hetoldme

whenhestartedhisrelationshipwithNayeand

toldmenottotryandcontactherandtellher

thathe'smarriedandIdecidedtobeagoodgirl

anddoashesays.Thegoodgirlactwould

workformeastimewentbyanditsureis!It

gotseriouswhenheproposedtoherandworst

ofallshe'spregnant!I'veneverevengotthe

chancetobarebabiesforhim.TheKingdom

thinksI'mabaranwomanespeciallythoseold

ulgycouncilmembers.Iknewshewouldnever

wanttobesecondwife,butsheprovedme

wrongandthatupsetme!YetIkeptmygood

girlactandsmiled.Butdeepinside,I'mhurt.I

wantedNkositobemineandminealone,butI

justhavetowait.Theysaypatienceisavirtue.

Allmyhardworkwillpayoffattheend.I'lljust

waitandwatchasitunfoldsrightinfrontofmy



eyes.Ihatehoweveryoneinthisfamilyloves

Nayeandshe'sacceptedbytheancestors!

Whatnonsenseisthat?Sheisn'tevenRoyalty,I

am!AndIwillcarrytheHeirofthisKingdom,

thefutureKingofLangelihle.Shewaseven

givenanameNokukhanya!Iwasn'tgivenany

namebuttheyhavetheaudacitytodothatfor

her?Whodoesshethinksheis.Thisstupid

Vulamasangoseerhastobeverymistaken,all

thathesaidaboutNayeismeantforme.Naye?

Whatstupidnameisthat?Iwonderwheredoes

shecomefromandwhatdidsheuseonNkosi

thatissostrong?IwilllookforitandNkosiwill

lovemeasmorethanhelovesNaye!Iam

workingdamnhardongettingheroutofthe

picture,butthatwillhappengoodandslowly.

Shewillnevermakeittothealterandsay'Ido',

I'llmakesureofthat.Whoisshethatshe'llget

todoawhiteweddingwhenIthefirstwife

didn'tgetit?Shehasalotcomingherway,she

won'tbeabletostaywithNkosi.She'sstubborn



though,ifshesayswithNkosi.Sheleavesme

withnootherchoicebuttotakeherout

permanentlyandnevergettoseeherprecious

NkosiandEmihle,thatspoiltbratwillnotlive

long.I'vebeenplanningongoingtoDurbanbut

thatwillhappenatitsowntime,soIcanfinally

meetthisbratandfinishheroff.Whoknows?

MaybeifIkeepheraliveandhermotherdead,

I'dbeareallygreatstepmom.Everythingwill

workoutforthebetter!Justwaitandsee

#Naye

Nkosinathihasbeensulkingsinceyesterday,he

isunhappythatI'llbegoinghomeandhe'llhave

tosleepalone.HesaysIowehimbecauseI

tookhimtochurch,theyallcame,Bongadid

participateabitandtherestwerejustnotso

interestedMphoevenendedupfallingasleep.

Midservicetheystoodupandwenttochill

outside,likewhodoesthat?ButIforonewas



happytobeatchurchandIfeltreallybetter,

insideandoutside.Itwasrevivingandjust

clearedmyheadandalotofweightwaspicked

offmyshoulders.Godhasneverforsakenme

andhekeepsmebytheshadowofhiswings.I

knowIwalkwithdivineprotectionandhis

anointingisallovermeandmyfamily.I'm

havinglunchwithmyfriendstodaybeforeIgo

toJo'burg,NkosinathiinsistedthatIdon'ttake

aflightbutinsteadhe'lldrivemetoJoziand

they'llstayinMayibongwe'shouse,he'salso

drivingwithus.They'llpickmeupafterIhave

mylunchandwe'llbeofftoJHB.Emihlewill

staybehindwithhernannyandGog'Zondi(the

helper)sinceshestillhastogotoschool.Their

driverwillalsobetheretotakethemwherever

theyneedtogo.IgottoPavilionandwe'llbe

meetingatRedSquare.IgotthereandIwas

late!EvenSiyahasarrived

Bee:Heychubbycheeks



Me:Whatever,aretheythatbad?

Ntoko:Notheynotbabe,youlookgorgeous.

Wehadasmallconversationwhileshoppingfor

makeupandafterthatwewenttoOcean

basketbecauseIwascravingforsomesea

food.Wesatdownandordereddrinkswhilewe

decidedwhatwewantedtoeat.

Zee:Sowhenshouldwestartpreparingforthe

babyshower?

Me:it'sstilljustAprilandI'mgivingbirthin

Decembersonotanytimesoon

Siya:Iguesswe'replanningtheweddingthen

Me:Yesweare!ButIdon'twantanythingover

thetop.Ijustwantsomethingsimple.

Zandy:You'resosimpleNaye,myweddingwill

bebroadcastingliveoneachandeveryfucken

channelonTV!Ifyoudon'twatch,you're

arrested



WealllaughedoutloudatthenonsenseZandy

justsaid.

Kamo:Youthinkyouowntheworld

Belinda:You'dhavetomarrythepresident

Zandy:Heisn'tcapableofdoingthatforme,I'll

marryJesus,allthingsarepossiblewithhim

Me:Amentothatgirl!

Weorderedourfoodandsomethingvery

unexpectedandsurpsinghappened.

Me:Noluthandoiscallingme.

Siya:Whatdoesshewant?

Me:Idon'tknow

Ntoko:Putitonloudspeaker.

Ididsoandanswered

Nolu:Ithoughtyouweren'tgoingtoanswer

Me:No,Iwasstilllookingformyphone.



Nolu:Ohokay.Iheardaboutthefire,areyou

guysokay?

Me:Yeswe'reallfine.Thankyouforchecking

uponus.

Nolu:Ihaveto.We'refamilynow.Ineedtoask

yousomething

Me:Suregoahead

Nolu:Sinceyou'reagynaeandyou'realso

pregnantIthoughtitsbestifIaskedyou,I've

beenfeelingreallytired,vomitinginthemorning

andnausea,arethosethesignsofpregnancy?

Ifeltasifmyheadisspinning,she'spregnant?

I'mhurtalittleanditseemsNkosihasbeen

sleepingwithher.WhyamIevenjealous?She's

hiswife.

Me:Yestheyare,youshouldtakeapregnancy

testjusttomakesure,itmightalsobeaflueor

someminordisease.



Nolu:Really?

Me:Yes.Willthatbeall?

Nolu:Yes,goodbyeandgoodluckwiththe

Lobolanegotiations.

Me:Thankyou.

Iendedthecallanddrankwater

Zandy:She'ssuchaliar.

Sneh:Itcan'tbepossible,she'sjustdoingthat

tospiteyou.

Me:Howwouldyouknow?Maybethey'vebeen

havingsexandshegotpregnant.Plusit'snota

bigdeal,she'llgivebirthtothefutureKing.

Zee:Idon'tlikeher

Siya:Metoo,there'sjustsomethingoffabout

her.

Me:Youguysdon'tevenknowher.

Belinda:Idon'tevenwanttoknowher



Ntoko:You'resomean.

Welaughedandateourfood.InallhonestyI

knewmyfriendswouldneverlikehermaybenot

becauseofherpersonalitybutbecausethey

justwouldn'tlikeherperiod.We'remarriedto

thesameguyanditsalljuststillfreshtome

andthem.I'mslowlygettingusedtoit.Maybe

herbeingpregnantwillbeokay,we'llgotothe

doctortogetherandgettoknoweachother

betterandwhoknows,wemightevengetalong

verywellandmyfriendswillchangetheir

feelingstowardsher.ButI'mnottoosureof

that.OnceweweredoneIpaidthebillandwe

wentshoppingforagroceriesthatI'llgohome

with,theyardwillbefilledwithmanyaunties

anduncles,somethatIdon'tevenknow.

MayibongweandNkosiarrivedandtookthe

grocerytrollies.

Me:Goodbyegirls,willseeyouwhenIcome

back



Siya:Callusandtellushoweverythinggoes

Zee:Weloveyou!

WehuggedandIwenttothecarandstapped

myseatbelt.

Mayi:Hadfuntoday?

Me:YesIdidhavesomuchfun.

Theyfirstarguedaboutwhowilldriveandthey

willtaketurns.Nkosiwasthefirsttodrive.It

would'vebeenmucheasierifwejustbooked

flights.

Me:Igotacallfromyourwifetoday

Nkosi:Ohwow,whatdidshewant?

Me:She'spregnant

Theybothlaughedoutloud

Mayi:Whatdidyousay?

Me:I'mserious,shesaidshe'sbeenhaving

nausea,vomitingeverymorningandfeelstired.



Thosearesymptomsofpregnancy,Itoldherto

takeapregnancytest.

Nkosi:Congratulationstoher.Wellbabeits

eithershewasjustdrunkandwishestobe

pregnantorshe'simpregnatedbyanotherman.

CauseI'venevereversleptwithheragainsince

ourweddingnight.

Mayi:Ididtellyoushe'scrazyNkosinathi

WeendeduplaughingandIfeltrelieved,I'm

sorryifthisiswrongbutI'mhappysheisn't

pregnantandIknowitmightbecruelofmeand

notdoingthingsthepolygamouswaybut

NkosinathiismymanandIdogetjealousover

him.Ijustwishhewasmineandminealonebut

Igothimasamarriedmanandthere'snothingI

candoaboutit.

Me:Soonerorlateryou'llhavetosleepwithher.

You'llneedanheirtotakeupthethroneafter

you.



Nkosi:We'lldealwiththatwhenthetimecomes.

MyphoneranganditwasmysisterNomkitha!I

haven'theardfromherinawhile ,wecallher

Dodo,wellthat'shernickname.Shewasgivenit

bymylategrandma.

Me:Dodo,you'vebeenscarce.

Dodo:Heylittlesis!Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyourself?

Dodo:I'mokay,justtired.I'vebeencookingall

dayfortheseunclesofyours

Me:You'rehome!!!

Dodo:OfcauseIam,Iwouldn'tmissitforthe

world.Icamehomeyesterday.

Me:I'msohappyyou'rehomesis.

Dodo:EvenPhelokaziandLeboarehere.

PhelokaziandLeboaremycousinsfrommy

father'sside.



Me:I'msoexcited!Wehaven'tseeneachother

forsolong!

Dodo:I'llbewaitingforyoutoarrive.Pleasebuy

acaseofcooldrinksweneedit.

Me:Iwill,Ididgetsomegroceriestoo.

Dodo:You'redrivinghere?Nayeyou'repregnant!

Me:I'mpregnantnotdisabled.PlusNkosi

wouldneverletmedriveallthisway.He's

drivingandwe'realsowithhisbrother

Mayibongwe

Dodo:OhdogreetthemformeandI'mexcited

tomeetthem.

Me:I'lldothatandI'msuretheylookingforward

tomeetingyoutoo,butyoudoknowyouwon't

seethemtoday,you'llseethemSaturday.

Dodo:Argh!Whatever.NowbyeIneedtofinish

uphere.

Me:Goodbyesisi,Iloveyou.LungeloandLwazi



arehome?

Dodo:Yes.Byebye

SheendedthecallandIwassmiling

Nkosi:Iseethatcalljustmadeyouveryhappy.

Me:Yesitdid

Nkosi:I'mgladyou'rehappyMrsMkhize.

HeputhishandonmythighandMayismacked

hishand.

Mayi:Behaveyourself,youhornybastard.Notin

frontofanadult

Wealllaughedandweplayedsomemusic.This

isgoingtobeafuntrip!Waybetterthanthe

flightIwanted.

#NNBBF
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Itsbeengreat,beingathomeisreallygoodfor

me.ItjustremindedmeoftheolddayswhereI

camebackfromschool,cookedwithmy

motherandwe'dhavesupperasafamilyand

thelaughter!Itwasjustonanotherlevel.We

werealwaysjustahappyfamilyandwestillare.

Myfatherdidcallmeandwehadsomesortof

meeting.Basicallyhejustwantedtoknowmore

aboutNkosinathiandhowIfeelaboutbeingin

apolygomousmarriage.Wetalkedforabout

threehoursandhewassupportingmeandhis

wordswere"Youshouldnevergiveuponyour

marriage"ThatmeantalottomeandI'llalways

keepitinmind.Ithasworkedforhimforthe

past37yearsandtheystillinlovewithoneother

liketheyjustmetyesterday.Nomarriageis

perfect,theyallhaveobstaclesandsomefall



apartandsomedon't,Iguessit'salluptoyou

andyourpartnerandtheloveyouhaveforone

anotherandhowmuchit'sworth.I'msuremy

marriagewillalsocomewithitstroublesmore

especiallysinceit'snotjustmeandNkosibut

there'salsoNoluthando.Ijusthopeeverything

willworkoutforthebetterandItrustthat

Nkosinathicanhandleitandleadus.Myfather

toldmetonevertakethestaringwheeland

dragmyhusbandbythenose,thatIshould

respecthimasthemanofthehouse.Iamhis

rightfulhelperanditismydutytopickhimup

whenhefallsanddonotruleoverhimjust

becauseheisathisweakness.Thatasmuch

asheisthemanofthehouse,Iasthewoman

shouldhavemyvoiceandbeheard.Don'tlet

myopinionsandchoicesbeoppressedallinthe

nameofbeingsubmissive.Hiswordshave

groomedmeandI'mhappythatmyfather

supportsme,encouragesmeandlovesme.He

isreallymynumbermanandtheclosesttomy



heart.It's7:30amandNkosinathi'snegotiators

willbehereat8:00am,Ijusthopetheywon'tbe

lateandmyfatherwon'tbetoohardonthem.I

tookabathandworealongnavyskirtthat

reachesmyankles,ablacklongsleeveshirtand

awhiteheadwrap.Iputonmysocksand

sleepersandwenttothekitchen.Mysister,

cousinsandmomwerecookingandtheyreally

wentallout.

Me:Goodmorningladies.Smellsgoodinhere

Mom:Itwouldsmellbetterifyouhadwokenup

early.Nayeyou'regettingmarriedbutstill

wakingupat7?

Me:Momplease,Ineedmybeautysleeporall

thesemenwillgobackwiththeirlobolabefore

theyevengethere.

Phelo:Sitdownandhavebreakfast

Me:Noworries,I'lljusthaveyoghurt

Dad:Youwillnotstarvemygranddaughter



Me:Itmightbeaboydad,Nkosialwayssays

it'sagirl.

Dad:Fathersinstincts.

Dodo:They'rehere!They'rehere!

Dad:Naye,makemesometea.Ineedtojustsit

downandrelax.

Me:Dadpleasetellmeyouwon'tmakethem

waitlong.TheMkhongiistheKinghimself,he

can'tbestandingoutthere.

Dad:HemightbeKing,butnotinmyhouse

babygirl.Nowmakethatteaandaddsome

biscuits.

Ma:Yourfatherhadtowaitalmosthalftheday

andmyfatherwasreallyatouchbuttocrack.

Wejustcontinuedhavingagreatconversation

whiletheMkhize'swerescreamingtheirlungs

outatthegate.Aftertwolonghoursmyfather

finallyopenedforthem



Ma:Itstimeforyougirlstogotoyourroom.

Wewentthereandsheliterallylockedusinside.

ItsbetternowsinceI'mlockedwithmysister

andcousins,yesterdayIwaslockedinherewith

oldauntiesandgranniesgivingmeadvice

aboutmarriage,somearen'tevenmarriedyet

andsomehavebeenmarriedmorethanonce.

Dodo:Areyousureyouwanttogoaheadwith

this?Wecanstillstopit.

Me:YesI'mdefinitelysureandIloveNkosinathi.

Lebo:Weknowyoudoandit'sallvisibleinyour

eyes.You'veneverbeenthishappy,butasyour

sisterswewillalwayslookoutforyou.

Phelo:We'veneverhadanyonemarryinto

Royaltyandpolygamyinthisfamilybeforebut

wetrustthatyou'vethoughtthisthroughand

supportyou100%

Dodo:Howisshelike?



Me:Who?

Dodo:Yoursisterwife,Noluthando.

Me:She'sokay,she'squietandkind.She's

neverhadaproblemwithmeandNkosi.

Shehasmadesomeunpleasantcommentsbut

Icompletelyunderstoodbecauseshehadnever

thoughtshe'dhavetoshareherhusband

someday.

Lebo:She'sneverslappedyou,threatenedyou,

triedtostabyou,threatenedtodivorceNkosior

beatyouup?

Me:Noshehasn't,Idon'tthinkshe'sthattype

ofperson.

Lebo:Toogoodtobetrue,justwatchover

yourselfbabe.

Phelo:Notthatwe'retryingtoscareyoubut

we'relookingoutforyouandIknowNkosiwill

protectyou.Shemightbelegitandshemight



notbe.

Me:ThanksguysI'llkeepthatinmind.

Dodo:IjustwanttomeetNkosialready.

Me:You'llseehim,hesaidthey'llcomefor

lunchafterallisdone.

Phelo:They?

Me:Yes.He'swithMayibongwe,hisbrother.

TheynoddedandwesatandIgotacallfrom

Nkosi

Me:Baba

Nkosi:Ohwow,nowI'mbeingcalledBaba.You

havesurprisesmydear

Me:(laughs)Thiswasthefirstandlasttimeyou

hearmesaythat.Howareyou?

Nkosi:I'mnotwellatall

Me:Why?Anythingwrong?Areyousickagain?

Nkosi:I'mlovesick,Ihaven'tseenyouin2days



Naye!That'sjustsoheartbreaking,I'msoclose

tocrying.

Me:You'rejustbeingababy,you'llseemeina

fewhours.

Nkosi:Ireallymissyou

Me:Imissyoutoo

Mysisterswerelike"Aaaaaaah,Ncooooh'

makingallthesecomments.Nkosilaughed

Nkosi:Whoareyouwiththere?

Me:Nomkitha,LeboandPhelokazi

Nkosi:Sendmygreetings,yourbrotherisdrunk

alreadyIjustdon'tknowwhichoneitis

Me:Howdoyouknow?Lungelo,Lwazidoesn't

drinkalcohol.

Nkosi:We'reparkedacrossyourhouseandhe's

comingthisway.

Istoodupandlookedbythewindowandmy



sistersfollowed.

Me:OhIseeyourcar.

Nkosi:Mayiisaskingwho'sthegirlinaredtop?

Idon'tknowhowhecanseethatormaybehe's

justbeingcrazy

Me:It'sPhelokazi.Hesawquiteclearly.

Dodo:Someone'scoming!

Me:Babegoodbye!

Iendedthecallandwesatlikenothingwas

happening.Ifeellikewe'rejustlittleteenagers

today.Thedooropenedanditwasmymom.

Mom:Coveryourselvesup,Lebowhereisyour

doek?

Lebo:I'llputiton

Wedidasshesaidandthensheledthewayto

thelounge.Wepracticedthisyesterday Mom

didn'twantustoembarrassher.



Uncle:Thesearetheflowersofthisyard.Pick

theoneyou'veseen

King:Thesecondonefromtheleft,withthe

navyskirt.

Father:Therestmaygobackyourtheroom.

Ayabongamydaughterdoyouknowthese

people?

Me:Yesfather.

Father:Youmaygobacktoyourroom.

Istoodupandwenttoourroom.

Dodo:I'veneverbeenunderoneroofwitha

King.

Lebo:Thisisthefirsttime.I'msureourfather's

feelveryhonoured.

Me:Ijusthopetheynotgivingthemahardtime.

Momcameinagain

Mom:You'reneededthatside,comequickly.



Me:Whatfor?

Mom:Idon'tknow

WewentbackandIwastakenbysurprisewhen

IsawNkosinathitheretoo.Theyaredonewith

thelobolaandtheypaideverythingupfrontand

thecowswillbecomingtomorrow.

Dad:ThisyoungmanherealsowantsEmihleto

changehersurnametoMkhize,wecanonlydo

thatwithyourpermissionandpermissionfrom

theMbambo's

WowIdidn'tknowaboutthis,Ineverthought

Nkosinathiwouldwanttodothat.Ijustgot

emotionalandnodded.

Me:Igivehimmypermission.HesmiledandI

smiledback.

King:Thankyoumakoti.

Iwentbacktotheroom,Istillneedtospeakto

NkosiabouttheMbambo'sthosepeopleare



greedyandtheydon'teventakeEmihleastheir

own.Ihaveafeelingthatthey'llcausetrouble

andwantlotsofmoneyjustbecause

NkosinathiisRoyalty.They'llusemydaughter

astheirticketoutofpovertyjustliketheyused

meandmademepayfornonsense.Honestly

speakingIdon'tlikethatfamily,wellIhatethem.

Idon'tknowwhereNdumisogothisgoodheart

from,maybefromhislatemother.Theyareall

justgreedyandnothingmatterstothem

besidesmoney.

Dodo:Let'sgoguysweneedtostartserving

themfood.I'msuretheyarehungry.

Me:You'rerightlet'sgo.

Momwasalreadywarmingupthefoodandwe

starteddishingup.

Lebo:You'llservetheKingAndNkosinathi

Me:Whyme?

Phelo:You'rehiswifenowanddaughterin-law.



PlusIthinkI'djustfaintifIservedthem,they

aresointimidating.

Me:You'recrazy.

WeservedeveryoneandyesIservedtheKing

andNkosinathi.InoticedMayibongwecouldn't

takehiseyesofPhelokaziandshekepton

lookingdown.

Me:Ithinkhelikesyou

Phelo:He'smakingmeshy.

Welaughedandwenttofetchtheirdishessince

theyweredone.

King:Seemsasifwe'llbecomingbackhere

againMrKhoza,youhavebeautifuldaughters,

mysonscan'tresist.

Phelo'sFather:I'lcutofhismanhood,thisismy

oneandonlydaughter.Wealllaughedandwent

towashthedishes.Myfather,Lebo'sfather,

Phelo'sfatherareallbrothersbornfromthe



sameparentssobasicallywe'rejustallsisters.

Traditionallyyourcousinsarefromyour

mother'ssideandtheonesfromyourfathers

sidearejustlikeyoursiblingsbecauseyouhave

thesameblood.Afterwashingdisheswewent

tositoutsideunderatreewhenNkosiand

Mayibongwecametojoinus.Ourfather'sget

alongverywellandthey'vewenttoseesome

farmthattheKinghasalwayswantedtosee.

Nkosi:FinallyIgettobeclosetoyou.

Me:I'vemissedyou

Wehuggedandhekissedmycheek

Mayi:I'mgladyoufinallylearnttorespectme

littlebro

Nkosi:YouwishIwasyourlittlebrother.Weall

laughedandNkosiintroducedthemselves

Dodo:I'mNomkithabuttheyallcallmeDodo,

I'mheroldersister.



Me:Justby11months.

Lebo:I'mLebo,I'malsoolderthanher.

Phelo:I'mPhelokazi,theyoungest.

Nkosi:HowoldareyouPhelo?

Phelo:I'm23

Nkosi:DidyouhearthatMayi?Don'tmindhim,

he'sjustnotusedtoseeingbeautifulwoman.

WealllaughedandMayijustshookhishead.

Me:Babe,whydidn'tyoutellmeyouwantto

changeEmihle'ssurname?

Nkosi:Iknewwe'dargueaboutitandIwas

actuallyscaredtoaskyou.

Me:I'mnotagainstitbutyoushouldknowthat

theMbambo'smightgiveyousometroubleand

demandahugeamountofmoney.

Nkosi:I'llgivethemwhattheywant,Emihleis

worthmorethanjustmoney.



Me:Iknowbuttheyoncedemandedmoney

frommeandblamedmeforthedeathof

Ndumiso

Nkosi:Andyoupaidthem?

Me:Ihadnochoice,theywould'vetookEmihle

awayfromme

Nkosi:Whenwasthis?

Me:LastyeararoundAugust.

Nkosi:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Nkosiweweren'ttalkingatthattimeandI

didn'ttellanyonethenSiyafoundoutafterI've

stoppedgivingthemthemoney.Iwasbroke

andendedupchangingEmihle'sschool.

Nkosi:I'msorryyouhadtogothroughthat,

you'llnevergothroughfinancialproblemsagain.

I'mhereforyou.

Me:Thankyou.

Mayi:SowhatdoyoudoPhelo?



Phelo:I'vegraduatedandI'mstilllookingfora

job.StudiedtobeaPilotandyou?

Mayi:CivilEngineerer.I'mworkingnow.

Nkosi:I'lltalktoMpho,justemailyourNaye

yourCVandwe'llseewhatMphocando.

Phelo:Wowthankyou!

Shewasveryhappyandmomcamewithcool

drinksandwesatthereforawhileandweall

hadagreatconversationtogether.Myfather,

theKingandunclesfinallycamebackandthey

ateagain,momevenpackedmuffinsand

sconesforthemtocarryfortheroad.

King:Wereallyhadgreathospitalityhereand

wethankyou.

Mom:We'reallafamilynowandwe'llseeyou

againsoon.Haveasafetrip

King:Khoza

Dad:Mkhize



Theyshookhandsandsaidtheirgoodbyes.

Mayi:We'llfollowyouDad.We'redrivingalone.

King:Why?

Nkosi:Dad,we'llfollowyou.

King:Youboysbetterbehaveyourselves.

We'llbehavingumembesoinonthe30thof

JuneandtheweddingwillbeinJuly.Followed

bythetraditionalweddingwhichNkosiis

lookingforwardto.I'llbegettingmarriedwith

mybigbellyandI'mhappyaboutit.Ialways

founditcutewhenIseeitonsomeoneelseand

I'mhappyI'llalsogettoexperienceit.

Nkosi:WhenareyoucomingbacktoDurban?

Me:Tomorrow

Nkosi:We'llcomefetchyouinthemorning.

Me:Butyoujustsaidyou'llfollowyourdad

Nkosi:He'llunderstand.Wehavetogonow



Me:Goodbye,Iloveyou

Nkosi:Loveyoumore

WekissedandIwalkedhimtothecar.Wehad

asmallconversationwhilewaitingforMayito

finishwhateverheistalkingaboutwithPhelo

andDodo.Hecameandweallsaidour

goodbyes.TodaywasreallyagooddayandI'm

happythatI'mnowofficiallyMrsMkhize

Dad:You'regettingmarriedintoagoodfamily.I

likeNkosinathiandIseehowmuchheloves

youandhasgoodintentions.

Mom:You'reagrownwomannowmydaughter,

youhavechildrenandyou'remarried.You've

madeusasyourparentsproud.Gobuildyour

ownhomenowandrememberthatyoucome

fromagoodhome,don'tdothingsyouwerent

taughtathome.Idon'twantthemsendingyou

backhere.

Me:I'lldomybest.



WeallsatandwatchedTVtogetherwhileIwas

havingyoghurt.Mybabywillalsohaveasweet

toothjustlikeme.

#NNBBF
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Planning,planning,planning.Pregnancy,

Pregnancy,Pregnancy.Nowthat'sbeennofun,I

honestlydon'tthinkIwould'vebeenabletoplan

thiseventwithoutmylovingandsupporting

friends.Everythingweneedhasbeendoneand

we'rejustwaitingforthedaytoarrive.My

husband,yesmyhusbandNkosinathihasbeen

thebesthusbandanyonecouldeveraskfor.We

arguedalittleandhefinallygavein,Iwentback

towork buthemakessureIdon'tgetany



nightshifts,IhaveatwohourbreakandthatI'm

alwayswearingflatshoes.Hemassagesmy

swollenfeetandbringsmeluncheveryday.

TherewasaknockonmydoorandIwasreally

takenbysurprise,itwasNoluthando.

Me:Noluthando

Nolu:Surprise!

Sherantomeandhuggedme

Me:Wellitdefinatelyisasurprise.Whatareyou

doinghere?HowdidyouknowIworkhere?

Nolu:SorryIjustcamewithouttellingyou.I

cametohelpyouprepareforuMembeso,I

knowitsalotofworkplusIdon'tmind.Wellits

notthathardtofindyouwhenyou'realloverthe

tabloids.

Me:Oh,wherearemymanners?Takeaseat,I'll

gogetussomecoffee.Iopenedthedoorofmy

newofficeandwalkedquicklytothekitchen

areaandcalledNkosinathi



Me:Pickupthephonedamnit.

Afterafewringshepickedup.

Me:Yourwifeishere

Nkosi:Notevenahello,whatwife?

Me:Nkosinathiyouhavetwowives.Obviously

I'mtalkingaboutNoluthando

Nkosi:Whatisshedoinghere?She'satyour

workplace?

Me:Yessheis.Nowbye.Iquicklymadethe

coffeeandwentbacktomyoffice

Nolu:Ithoughtyou'veranawayfromme.

Me:NowhywouldIthinkofthat?Thecoffee

machinewasgivingmesometrouble

Nolu:You'renothavingcoffee?

Me:I'mnotsupposedto,thecaffeineisbadfor

mybaby.

Nolu:Iactuallywantedtodoacheckupand



seeifI'mreallypregnant

Me:Didyoudothepregnancytest?

Nolu:Yes

Me:And?

Nolu:I'mpregnant

Itrulyjustcan'tbelieveshe'sstillstickingto

theseliesshe'stelling.Shetookouthertest

resultsandtheyindeedsaidshe'spregnant.I'm

gettingreallyconfused

Me:IhaveapersonalquestiontoaskandI

hopeyouwon'tbeuncomfortablewiththis.

Nolu:Youcanask,we'resisters

Me:WhenlastdidyouhavesexwithNkosi?

Nolu:Justbeforeyourlobolanegotiations,

whenhecamehometogetMayi.

Me:Ohokay.Sothisisexciting,ourkidswon't

haveahugegapbetweenthem



Nolu:They'llhaveagreatbond.

Ijustwasn'tokayaboutthisanditbrokemy

heartalittlenotthatshe'spregnantbutthat

there'sapossibilitythatNkosimightbelyingto

me.Noluthandocouldseerightthroughmy

facethatIwasn'tokayanymore.Igotatext

fromSnehsayingshe'soutside,Ihadeven

forgottenwe'regoingshoppingtogetherwith

thegirls.Itextedbackandsaid"Wehavea

guest "

Me:we'regoingshoppingwithmyfriendsand

youshouldjoinus.

Nolu:Great,I'mexcitedtomeetthem.Idon't

reallyhavefriends.

WetookourbagsandwenttoSneh'scar,Itold

herwe'dcomepickupourcarslater.Snehgave

meaninquisitivelookwhenweenteredandI

justsmiled.

Me:SnehthisisNoluthando,NolumeetSneh.



Nolu:Itsgoodtomeetyou,youhaveabeautiful

car.

Sneh:Thanks,pleasedtomeetyoutoo.We're

allmeetingatPavilion,I'mgettingreallytiredof

thatmall.

Me:Itworksforallofusandmuchcloser.We'll

gotoGatewayorGalleriasoon.

Wegotthereandthegirlswerewaitingforusat

thesecondentrancefromtheparkinglot.They

wereactuallylookingatusasweapproached.I

hopenoneofthemsayssomethingrudeor

inappropriate

Zandy:Lookwhatthecatdraggedin!

Kamo:Zandybehave

Lord,justwhenIthoughtthey'dbenormal!

That'simpossiblewithZandy,mygirlthough.

Thisisgoingtobeaverydramaticday.

Nolu:Heyguys,I'mNoluthandoMkhize,



Nkosinathi'sfirstwife.

Zandy:Weknowdamnwellwhoyouare.WhatI

wannaknowiswhatthehellareyoudoinghere?

Ntoko:Sorryaboutthat,myfrienddidn'ttake

hervitamins.She'salittledisturbedupthere.

Nolu:Itsokay,I'musedtolowlife'slikeher.

Bee:Ohnoshedidn't!

Belinda:Bitchholdup!

Zandywasalreadytakingoffhershoesabout

tobeatthehelloutofNoluthando.

Me:Calmdownplease!!

WestoppedthemandSiyawascracking,she

couldn'tstoplaughing.Howcanshelaughat

this

Me:Guyspleasebehave,wecan'tbecausinga

scene.Itwillbeonthepapersbytomorrow

morningandthatwon'tbegoodforNkosinathi's

publicimage.



Belinda:We'reonlydoingthisforNkosi.

Me:Thankyou.

Zandy:Lordhavemercy.Ineedadrink!

Siya:WellI'mSiyamthandabutcallmeSiya.

Whatagreatwayofmeetingyou.

Kamo:I'mKamo,betterbehaveyourselfgirl.So

wherewe'regoingtofirst?

Zandy:Togetsomewhiskey

Zee:Noalcoholfornow.Weneedtogetthose

accecoriesweneed,shoppingandthenwe

havelunchthat'swhereyou'llorderyouralcohol

andthengopickupourdresses.Wehavealot

todobeforewegotoNaye'shometomorrow.

Me:Wejusthaveabusyweekendaheadofus

andlotsoftraveling.

Ntoko:It'sallworthit.Zeedidyougetthose

gunsweneeded?

Zee:Sorted.Anyone,Imeananyonewhotries



nonsensewedon'thesitategirls.

Belinda:LubahandMphosortedoutthe

securitysystems

Kamo:Dannysortedoutthebulletproofcarsso

we'resorted.

Me:Won'titscarepeopleoff?

Siya:Itwon'tplusitdoesn'tmatter,thefamilies

safetycomesfirst.

Wewentshoppinganddecidedwe'ddothe

groceryshoppingtomorrow.Weallbought

whiteallstarssinceitspartofouroutfits.I

havetoleavehomedressedbyNoluthando

thoughandI'llchangeonceI'matTheRoyal

grounds.IhopeNoluthandodidn'tgetsome

disastertraditionaloutfit.

Ntoko:LetsgohavelunchatCentreCourtor

Mayo's

Bee:Mayo'splease



WeallagreedonMayo'sandwegotintothe

carsanddroveoff.IwaswithSnehwhowas

drivingthenit'sNoluandZee.

Zee:SoIhearyou'reaLawyerNoluthando

Nolu:YesIam.I'vealsobeenplanningtomove

hereandworkherepermanentlythoughIstill

needtotalktomyhusbandaboutit.

Ididn'tknowaboutthisanditdoesn'tsitwell

withme,whereisshegoingtostay?Iknowthe

houseisbigenoughtoaccommodateusbutI

can'tliveunderoneroofwithher.IknowNkosi

willmakeaplan.Maybewe'lljustbothmove

intooneofNkosi'sapartments.Ijustturnedup

thevolumeandlistenedtoSiya'sfavoritesong

"SweetArchitect"byEmeliSande.Ijustdidn't

wanttoheartheirconversations.Isangalong

andZeejoinedme,I'mgladthisconversationis

over.I'mjusthurtandsadbutmostly

disappointedbyallI'veheardtodayandmy

friendscanseethatI'mnotokay.AmIwrong



forfeelingthisway?WillIalwaysgethurtand

jealousorI'lljustgetusedtoit?Wegotto

Moyo'sandorderedourdrinks

Me:Imissalcohol.

Kamo:That'showIfeltwhenIwaspregnant.

LikeIcouldn'twaitfortheninemonthstoend

Belinda:Andthewaytheyjustdrankwhenwe

werepregnantKamo,itwasjustheartbreaking

Siya:ItwasbetterformebecauseIhad

stoppeddrinkingawhilebeforeIwaspregnant.

Ntoko:Someofushavenevereventooka

break

Nolu:Youalljustsoundlikealcoholics

Weallkeptquietandlookedather.

Nolu:What?It'strue

Sneh:You'vebeenwithusforafewhoursand

you'resayingshitaboutus.



Zandy:Ijustneedtopray.IknowI'lldo

somethingI'llregretandendupinjail.

Siya:Whatisyourproblem?We'vebeen

toleratingyouandyourcommentsbutnow

you'rejustreallyoverdoingit.

Bee:I'mjustfedup

Me:Guyspleaselet'sjustcalmdown.I'mvery

sorryforherbehavior

Sneh:I'mverysureshe'smorethancapableof

speakingforherselfandapologizing

Zee:I'msureshedoesn'tevenknowhowto

apologize.

Nolu:StoptalkingaboutmelikeI'mnoteven

here

Kamo:Youjustneedtoapologize

Nolu:Iwon'tdothat

Me:Excuseme



Iwenttotherestroomsandjustcried.Ntokozo

cameinandsheheldme

Ntoko:Doyouwantustoleave?

Me:No,Iwon'tletherruinmyday.

Ntoko:Comelet'sgofeedthatcutebaby,not

herfakeass.

Welaughedandwentbacktoourtable.Our

foodwasalreadythereandweate.

Itwasabitawkwardatfirstbutweendedup

talkingalotandKamowaslookingforwardto

seeingLebotheyareverycloseandit'sactually

weirdbecausetheyarejusttotallydifferent.

AfterwehadlunchourMsgoodyholyholy

Noluthandopaidthebill.

Zandy:Atleastyoucandoonethingright

Zee:ShutupZandy

Welaughedandnowwe'reofftopickupour

dressesandthenwe'llgobackandpickupour



carsthengohome.Wepickedupthedresses

andSnehdroppedmeandNoluatmy

workplace.Ididn'tevenhavetheenergytotalk

toNolu.Ijustwentstraighttomycaranddrove

home.Seemsasiftheguysarehere.Iopened

thegateforNoluandwentinside

Me:Heyguys

Mpho:Heymamabear

Nkosi:Don'tcallmywifemamabear.Heybabe

Me:Youguysseemtobehavingfun.Iignored

NkosiandwenttositnexttoDannyandLyanda.

Noluthandowalkedinandalleyeswereonher.

Nolu:HoneyI'mhome!!

Athi:Thisisgoingtobefuntowatch.

Mpho:Tellmeabout

Danny:Shutupyouguys.

Ijustsatandatetheirfood.Nkosikepton

lookingatmeandhonestlyIwasjusthurt.



Nkosi:WhatareyoudoinghereNoluthando?

Nolu:Icametoseemyhusband.

Nkosi:Followme,Iwanttotalktoyou.

Nolu:Letmegreetyourfriendsandthen

change

Nkosi:Now!

Sheputherbagonthekitchencounterand

followedNkosi.Theywenttothegarden.

Mpho:AreyouokayNaye?

Me:YesIam.Justtiredandhungry

Phila:Butyou'reeating

Me:I'mwishingforaburger,RocoMamas

burger.

Bonga:Let'sgobuyit.

Me:Thankyou!

Lubah:I'llgowithyouguys.



WewenttoRocoMamasandgotburgersand

theywenttobuysomealcoholattheliquor

storeandwewentbackhome.

Nkosi:Naye

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Areyouokay?I'msorryaboutallthis,I

didn'texpecthertocome.

Me:Itsokay

HekissedmeandIfakedasmile.Wesatdown

andtheydiscussedwhatwillhappenon

Saturday,theyneedtogotoLangelihle

tomorrowandwe'llbegoingtoJo'burg.

Me:Where'sNoluthando?

Nkosi:She'sshowering

Me:Ohokay

Nkosi:She'llbegoingbackwithustomorrow

Lubah:Allthekidswillbeatmyhousewiththeir



nannies,causeunlikeallyouidiotsIhavea

hugeplayroomthattheylove.

Bonga:Whatever.It'sgoingtobeagreat

weekend,I'msureyou'reexcitedNaye

Me:YesIam

Wespenttheafternoontalking,Nkosiand

MphowenttofetchEmihlewhileIpackedher

bag.She'llleavewithLubahthisevening.Igota

callfromZee

Me:Babygirl

Zee:IsDannythere?Heisn'tevenansweringhis

phone

Me:Yesheis.I'lltellhimtocallyou

Zee:Okaythankyou

Iwenttothelounge

Me:Danny,Zeesaysansweryourphone

Danny:Shit!Iforgotwehaveadatetonight



Phila:You'llnevergetmarriedifyoustillforget

dates

Athi:Hewon'tbegettingsometonight!

Wealllaughedandhetookhiscarkeys

Danny:I'llseeyoutomorrowmorningguys.Bye

Naye

Hekissedmycheekandleftinarush.

Mpho:Whereisherushingto?

Me:HeforgotabouttheirdatewithZee

Nkosi:Zeewillcrackhishead.I'msureshe's

gotallhergunsready.

Me:Stopsayingthatnonsenseaboutmyfriend

Emihlecamerunninginandhuggedme

Me:Mybaby,howwasyourday?

Emi:ItwasboringbutIknowitwillbefunsince

I'mgoingtoLuthando's

Me:I'msureitwillbegreat.There'ssomeoneI



wantyoutomeet

Emi:Who?

Nolucamedownwearingmyblacklongdress,

it'smypersonalfavoritebecauseNkosibought

itformebeforewewereeventogether.Hesaid

hejustsawitandthoughtitwouldlookperfect

onme.Ifeltmyheartjusttareintopieces.

Emi:Whyisshewearingyourdress?

Nolu:OhthisisthecuteEmihle.I'msorryfor

wearingyourmomsdress,NayeIhadnothing

towearsoIjustsawitandthoughtyou

wouldn'tmind.

Me:It'sokay,Idon'tmind.Thisisyourother

mother,Noluthando

Emihle:Iwon'tcallhermymom.Daddyplease

comehelpmewithmybag

Nkosi:Rightbehindyou.

Athi:We'releaving.We'llseeyouonSaturday



Naye

Mpho:Takecare.

Wesaidourgoodbyesandtheyleftbesides

LubahsincehewasstillwaitingforEmihle.

Nolu:I'llbeinmyroomifyouneedme.

Iwonderwhichroomitisthatshe'stalking

about.NkosiandEmihlecameandthenLubah

andEmihleleft.NkosihuggedmeandIjust

cried

Nkosi:I'msorry,pleasedon'tcry.Iknowthisis

hardforyou.Ididn'tknowshe'dcomehere,did

shecausetroubleforyou?

Me:Nkosishejustruinedmyday,shewasso

rudetomyfriends,Zandywantedtobeatherup

butIdidn'tlether.Itwouldbebadforyou.

Nkosi:Youshould'veletherbeatherup.I'lldeal

withit.I'llgetyouanotherdress

Me:Youdon'thaveto,itwonthavethesame



valueandmeaning.

Nkosi:IloveyouNaye

Me:Iloveyoutoo.I'llgochangeandprepare

supper.Wewalkedtoourroomwhileholding

handsanddearlordhelpme!Noluthandowas

layingonthebedwithmypinksilknightdress,

itdoesn'tevenfither.Iwonderwhat'sgoingon

inthiswoman'shead

Nkosi:Whatthehellisgoingonhere?

Ilaughedsohardandwalkedtooneofthe

sparerooms

Me:YouchosewellNkosinathi I'venever

seensuchinmylife.Dealwithyourwifeplease.

SeemsasifthisiswhereI'llbesleepingtonight.
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SoNkosididn'tsupporttheideaofmesleeping

inthespareroom.Wearguedaboutitandhe

gaveinbecauseIwasn'tgoingtochangemy

mind.Afterjustafewhoursofsleephe

knockedsoftlylikeasmallbabyandcameto

sleepwithme.ImadesureIlockedthedoor

becauseIdidn'twanthiscrazywifetocomein

andgocrazyonus.Ihonestlydothink

Noluthandoisn'twellupstairsandmaybeits

stressorthefeelingofrejectionhasmadeher

insane.IjustfinishedbathingandNkosiis

abouttoleave.

Me:IthinkyoushouldspeaktoNoluandyou

guysmustgotoamarriagecounselor

Nkosi:Whatfor?



Me:You'vegottotreatherbetterthanthis

Nkosinathi.Thisisn'tgoodforher,your

relationshipandourrelationshipbecauseifyou

lovedherlikeyoulovemewewouldalljustget

alongwellandshewouldn'tdotheseinsane

thingsjusttogetyourattention

Nkosi:Idon'tknowhowtoloveanyoneelsebut

youAyabonga

Me:Youdon'thavetoloveherinstantly,itwill

taketime.Butjustbekindtoher,hugher,kiss

herandIdon'tlikesayingthisbutmakeloveto

her.She'sawomanandsheneedslove,she's

busymakingupfakepregnanciesbecauseshe

longstohaveachildofherown.Sheisn't

gettinganyyoungerandshe'sbeenmarriedfor

2yearsyetshehasnobaby.Whatabouther

feelingsNkosinathi?She'sbeenwithyoueven

thoughyoudon'ttreatherlikeyourwife

honestlyitsreallyunfairandifIwasinher

shoesI'dbefeelingthesamewaythatsheis



andIwould'veleftyoulongagobutshedidn't.

JustmakethingsrightNkosinathi,she'salso

humananddeservestobeloved.

Nkosi:I'llgiveitatry.HaveIbeenthatbadto

her?

Me:Reallybad,I'veseensomepolygomous

marriagesandtheygetalongverywell,wanna

knowwhy?

Nkosi:Why?

Me:ThewivesItreatedfairlyandequally.Even

thoughmaybethehusbanddoeslovethem

differentlymaybebutthewivesarehappy.Now

makeyourfirstwifehappy.

Nkosi:IloveyouandIlovehowyoualsothink

ofotherpeople'sfeelingsaswell.I'lldomybest

Me:Justdon'tgetallcosyandintimateinfront

ofmeanddon'tdothesamewithmeinfrontof

her.



Nkosi:Okay.Whattimeareyouleaving?

Me:Around10,it'salmost8soyoushouldgo

havebreakfast.

Nkosi:I'llgocheckonNoluandseeifshe's

ready.

Inoddedandwenttothekitchen.Thechefhad

alreadypreparedbreakfastandhewasonhis

wayout.Ithankedhimanddishedupformyself,

Iwon'tbewaitingonthem,I'mhungry.They

cameinholdinghandsanditsthefirsttimeI'm

seeingNoluthandosmilethisway.

Me:MorningNolu,sleptwell?

Nolu:Morning,yesIdidandI'msosorryabout

whatIdidyesterdayIdon'tknowwhatcame

overme.

Me:Itsallforgottenbutyoudoowemyfriends

anapology

Nolu:I'llapologizewhenIseethemonSaturday.



Wesatdownandhadbreakfastafterwewere

doneNkosiputhisbagsinthecarandIsaidmy

goodbyestoNoluandshedroveofffirst.

Nkosi:IkissedheranditfeltsoweirdIdon't

thinkI'llbeabletodoitagain.

Me:Why?MarriedcoupleskissNkosinathi

Nkosi:IknowbutIguessI'llgetusedtoit.It

didn'tfeellikeIwaskissingyou

Me:Wellmaybeyoushouldn'tcompare

Nkosi:Iguesssoandweclearedthisfake

pregnancything.She'snotpregnant,shesaid

shejustwantedtoupsetyouandmakeyou

jealous.

Me:That'swhyyoushouldlearntoloveherand

makethingsrightwithher,wedon'twantherto

gocrazy.

Nkosi:Igetyou.Haveyouthoughtofanybaby

names?



Me:No.

Nkosi:I'dlovetonameher,Ialreadyhavea

nameforherbutyou'llfindoutwhenshe'sborn.

Me:MaybeitsaboyNkosinathi,don'tgetyour

hopesup.Idon'twantyoutobedisappointed

Nkosi:I'llneverbedisappointed,evenifitsa

boyI'llbeveryHappy.ButIknowit'sagirl,Ican

feelit.

Ilaughedathimandwekissed

Nkosi:Wannagoinsideandplayalittle?

Me:I'dloveto

Hecarriedmeandlockedthemaindoorand

putmeonthekitchencounter

Me:You'recrazy

Helaughedandstartedkissingmyneck.

I'mjustturnedoneasilyandmynipplesharden.

Heslowlytookoffmyunderwearandpulledup



myskirt.

Nkosi:Shelooksbeautiful

HecarriedmeovertothecouchandIlaiddown

thereandopenedmylegsforhim.Thisman

drivesmecrazy,likereallycrazy.Wemadelove

likeitwasthelasttime.Afteraboutanhour

therewerecarshootingandMphowas

screamingoutside

Mpho:We'regoingtobelate!!!

Ilaughedandwecleanedeachotherupandgot

dressedproperlythenwentoutside.Thegirls

werealsotheretoosoIwenttogetmybags,

we'reonlyusingtwocarsandtheyusing3,I

washappytoalsoseeJabulaniandNangamso

too.

Nkosi:Whowillbedrivingyou?

Me:Belinda

Nkosi:ohgood,drivesafely.I'llcallyouevery



hour.

Me:OkayNkosinathi.SeeyouSaturday

Nkosi:Itstomorrowbutitseemssofar.How

aboutjustonelastquicky?10minsonly

Me:NoNkosinathi,weallneedtogo.

Nkosi:FineNaye.

Me:Don'tgetgrumpynow

Ilaughedathimandwekissedforawhileand

weleft.IwasinthecarwithBelinda,Kamo,

SnehandZandy.Theothercartherewas

Zee,Bee,Siya,NtokozoandNangamso.We'llall

stopatMusgraveanddosomegrocery

shoppingandthencontinuewiththedrive.We

gottoMusgraveandstartedwiththegroceries

Me:Sowehadsomelittledramagoingon

yesterday

Zandy:Whatdidshedoagain?

Kamo:Ijustwonder



Me:SoladyNolutakesashowerandshe

comesbackwearingmyfavoritedress,theone

Nkosiboughtformelongbeforewewereeven

together

Zee:Theblackystrappydress?

Me:Yesthatone

Siya:Ohlord!Andwhatdidyoudo?

Me:Emihleaskedwhyshe'swearingmydress

andNkosiwasupset.Mphojustcouldn'thelp

himself,helaughed.Iwasalsojustupsetbut

therewasnothingIcoulddoaboutit.

Zandy:Iwould'vemadehertakeitofforwrippit

off!Onewayoranother.

Me:There'smore

Belinda:Whatnow?

Me:NkosiandIwalktoourroomlaterand

theresheislayingonthebedwearingmypink

silknightdress,oneofmysexiestnumberswell



besidesthelingerie.Waitingforherhusband

Bee:Youlie!

Me:I'mtellingyou

Wealljustlaughedoutloudandcontinuedwith

ourshopping

Ntoko:Don'tyouthinkshe'smentallyill?

Me:Iguessit'sjustrejection,ItalkedtoNkosi

aboutitthismorning.Heneedstostartloving

herandmakingherfeelworthy.Iknowifthis

washappeningtomeitwouldn'tbeniceandI

mightalsobecrazy

Zandy:Ihatetosaythisbutit'strue.Nowoman

wantstobetreatedthatway

Sneh:I'mdamnsureI'dkillAthiifhemademe

feelthatway

Ngamso:Andwhywouldhemakeyoufeelthat

way?

Ntoko:It'snotlikeyou'reacouple.Orareweleft



behind?

Bee:Betterstarttalkinggirl!

Sneh:Okayfine!AthiandIaredatingandit's

almostbeentwomonthsnow.

Me:What!Congratulations westarted

screamingandeveryonewaslookingatus

Zee:Youdidn'teventellyouronlysisteraboutit.

CongratulationsLilCc

Sneh:Ijustdidn'twanttojinxit.I'lltellhimI've

toldyouguys.

Me:Youhavealottotell.Myphonebeepedand

itwasanotificationfromthebank,Nkosinathi

justsentR100000onmyaccount.

Me:Thismaniscrazy

Bee:Why?

Me:HejustsentmeR100000.Letmecallhim

Icalledandhepickedupimmediately



Me:Whatisthismoneyfor?

Nkosi:Togeteverythingyou'llneedforthe

weekend.Iknowyou'veboughteverythingbut

youneverknowwhatmightcomebyplusyou

guysshouldgetalotofgroceries.Ithinkthe

wholeofLangelihlewillbecomingtofetchtheir

futureQueen.

Me:ButthismoneyistoomuchNkosinathi

Nkosi:Noitsnot.NowbyebabeI'mdriving.

HedroppedthephoneandIwasjuststunned.

Me:Itsforgroceriesandallwe'llneedforthe

weekend.LetmecallPheloandcheckwhat

theyneed

Icalledheranditwentonvoicemail.Icalled

againthensheanswered

Phelo:Sorryfornotanswering,whenareyou

guysgettinghere?It'slikewe'rehavingthe

weddingalreadyandDodo,Leboandyouguys



aren'tevenhereyet.I'mloosingmymind

Me:Sorry,we'reonourway.Wellwe'restillin

Durban.We'llgettherearound2orthree.What

doyouguysneed?

Phelo:Morecooldrinksandalcohol.Andmore

groceriesplease.Weneedmorebeefand

chicken,itslikewedidn'tevenbuygroceriesyet

itsjuststillFriday,Idon'tknowwhatwe'lldo

tomorrow

Me:NkosisaysalmostthewholeofLangelihle

iscoming

Phelo:I'mloosingmymind.Bye,yourunclesare

callingme.

SheendedthecallandIhuffed.

Me:Ladies,we'llneedtoeachhaveahuge

trolleyandfillitupwitheverythingyouthink

we'llneed.

Kamo:Let'sgettoitthen.Wedecidedtosplit



intotwoandboughtasmuchaswecould.I

calledNomkitha

Me:Whereareyou?

Nomkitha:I'malmostathome.Pheloisgoing

crazy,Idon'tknowwhereLebois.

Me:Okaypleasegethomequickly.I'llcallher.

IcalledLeboandshepickedup

Lebo:I'mfixingmydamntireandI'mdirty,don't

worryI'mjustanhourawayfromhome.

Me:okaycool,willseeyousoon.Loveyou

Lebo:Loveyoumore.

Iendedthecallandweallmetatthetillour

groceriescostedaroundR18000andthe

securitieshelpeduspackeverythingattheback

ofthecar.ThankgodwetooktheFordRanger.

Bee:WecangetthemeatatChestervilleandall

roadsleadtoJHB



WedrovetoChesterandgotallthemeatwe

neededthendroveoff.Belindawasspeedingon

theroadandsowasSiya.

Me:Itseemsasifwehavealongweekend

aheadofus

Zandy:Yes,you'regettingmarriedintoRoyalty

andI'msureeveryonewantstobethereand

witnesseverything.

Sneh:EspeciallythepeopleofLangelihle.

Me:Ireallywouldn'thavedoneallofthis

withoutyouguys,thankyouverymuch

Kamo:Thatswhatfriendsarefor.Anotherone

ofusisgettingmarried.6togo

Belinda:Idon'tknowwhenthesegirlswillget

married.Atleastthere'ssomelightwithSneh.

Zandy:WhenIturn40girlsyoucanstarthaving

hopes.

Sneh:You'recrazy!At40?



Zandy:Theydosaylifestartsat40,sowhynot?

Wealljustlaughedandplayedsomemusic.We

weresingingalongthenBelindagotacall

Belinda:AnsweritandputitonLoudSpeaker.

Zee:There'saSilvergreyBMWfollowingyou,

we'rebeingfollowedbyawhiteone.Loose

themnow.

Belinda:Holdonladies,we'reabouttohavefun.

Zee:BeCareful.

Iendedthecallandwefixedourguns

Zandy:It'sbeenawhilesincewehadtodothis!

I'mexcited

Belinda:Putthegundownyouguys.Naye

you'repregnantrememberthat

Me:I'mnotparalyzed.Don'tworryafewbullets

won'tharm

Kamo:Wedon'tshootunlesstheydo.



Belinda:I'mtakingtheotherturn,holdon.

Yey!Thiswomandrives!Shewasreally

supposedtobeacarracer.Whenshedrivesno

oneshoulddisturbher,sheisabeastonthe

road.Lubahalwaystellshertostopspeeding

whenshedrivesbutit'sjustinherblood.Lubah

andBelindagotmarriedjustafterSiya'squads

wereborn.Itwasindeedaverybeautiful

weddingandwehadlotsoffunthere,Belinda

comesfromaveryinterestingfamily.Her

colouredcousinswerejustthebest,wecouldn't

stoplaughing.Itoldthemtheyshouldbe

comedians.IgotatextfromNcebakazisaying

thatshe'salreadyatmyhome.That'sgreat!

Morehelp.Ididn'tknowshewasgoingtocome

andI'mveryhappyshe'sthere.Weallhaven't

seenherinawhile

Me:"IsThapelotheretoo?"

Nceba:"He'swiththeguys,theypickedhimup

attheairportbeforetheywenttoLangelihle"



Me:"Greatthan,thankyouforcoming"

Nceba:"Wouldn'tmissit."

Belinda:We'reclear.

IcalledZeeandshealsosaidwe'reclear

Me:Soisitsafeforustostopbythegarage,I

needtopee

Zandy:We'llalsogetsomethingtoeat.

Wetoldtheothersandwestopped.Wewentto

thebathroomandthengotsomeburgersat

Steersandthentookoff.Kamowantedtodrive

butifweletthathappenwe'llgettherein

2years.

Belinda:Idon'tminddrivingtillwegetthere.

Kamo:Youguysarejustexaggerating,Idon't

drivethatslow.

Sneh:Yesbabeyoudon't.You'rereallyfast.

NkosicalledagainandIanswered



Nkosi:You'regood?

Me:Yes,thereweresomecarsfollowingusbut

welostthem.

Nkosi:Don'tworryaboutit,wesorteditout.

Justdrivesafely,tellBelindanottospeedso

much.

Me:Iwon'tevenaskhowyouknewaboutall

this.

Nkosi:Thatwouldalsobegreat.Imissyou

Me:Imissyoutoo,Aren'tyoudriving?

Nkosi:NoAthiis

Me:Tellhimhisgirlfriendiscryinghere

becauseshemisseshim

Nkosi:Hisgirlfriend?Athiyouass,yougota

girlfriend!?

TheyallcheeredandaskedifitsSnehandhe

saidyes



Nkosi:Byebabewehavealottodiscuss.This

idiotdidn'ttellus!

Me:Shealsodidn'ttellus.

Sneh:Sorryguys,don'tkillhim

Nkosi:Youguysaregoingtopay.

Mpho:AfinebottleofWhiskeyfromyouSneh

Mphosaidfromthebackground.Wealllaughed

andsaidourgoodbyes.We'rejust2hoursaway

fromhome.I'mlookingforwardtothisweekend

andI'mgladallmyfriendsarewithme This

isreallyhappening,I'mNkosi'sbride.Ihopeall

goeswellandwe'veboughtenoughgiftsfor

everyone.
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Yesterdaywasjustoneofthemostexhausting,

busiestdayofmylife.IunderstoodwhyPhelo

wasjustloosingit,it'slikethewholeofOrange

Farmjustcame,Icannotevenimaginehow

todaywillbelike.Luckilymomsfriendsand

womanfromherchurchcameovertohelpwith

thecookingandpreparingfortoday.Nkosinathi

hascalledmesomanytimestoday,he'snever

beenthisexcited.Iwonderhowtheweddings

willbeifuMembesoisturningouttobethis

hugeevent.Myfatherisveryhappyandproud,

Lungeloisjustexcitedaboutthealcohol.Lwazi,

he'sjustsuchahumblebutnaugtysoul.We

spokeforhoursyesterdayandhewascoming

upwithanescapeplan,whenI'mfedupof

marriagewe'llputittouseandthatinvolves

leavingNkosibrokeandhegets50%ofthe



money.Heisjustcrazyandheisveryhappyfor

me.Mygirlslookamazingintheirtraditional

attires,theygotdressedwaybeforeIeven

showered.Mymomandauntyarehelpingme

dressup,I'mcompletelycluelessastowhyI

havetowearallthesebeadsbutIguessits

tradition.IwasdoneandBelindadidmymake

up

Bee:Therearejournalistshere.

Me:What?

Bee:AndsomewhitegirlwhohasanAmerican

accentandshe'sverybossytothem.Shedid

shewantstocomeinandtakepictureswhile

youprepare

Me:Allthisisunnecessary

Ntoko:Ithinkyou'reforgettingthatyou're

gettingmarriedtoNkosinathiMkhize

Me:It'snoteventheweddingyet



Siya:Theywanttoseeeverythingthathappens,

frommembesotowhiteweddingand

traditionalwedding

Zandy:I'mjusthappywe'llbeonTV.You'llbe

goingovertoNkosi'srighttodayright?

Me:AndI'msurewe'llgettheretomorrow

morning.Andthey'llbeawelcomingceremony.

Zee:Ithoughtwewentthroughallthis

yesterdayZandy

Zandy:I'mjustmakingsure,Idon'twanttobe

leftbehind.

Someonewalkedinandwasalreadymaking

demands.OhGod!ThewhitewomanisKayla!

Me:Kayla!

Kayla:Naye,thesepeopledidn'twantmeto

comein.Ineedafewpicturesplease,whereis

MrMkhize?

Me:I'msurehe'sonhisway,Ididn'tknowyou'd



behere.

Kayla:DarlingIflewallthewayfromLA,Ididn't

wanttomissthis.Plusitwillsell!Andpeople

needtoseesuchbeauty.

Hercrewtookafewpicture'sandwentoutside.

Me:Kayla,meetmyfriends,mysisterandthese

aremycousinsthenthisismymother.

Ishowedherandshegreeted

Kayla:I'dliketointerviewyourmother,your

sister,onefriendandonecousinoutsideplease.

I'llleaveyoutodecide

Zandy:I'mgoing!Guysthisopportunityonly

comesonceandI'mnotlettingitgo

Nceba:OhsisZandypleasedon'tembarrassus

Zandy:Never!IpassedEnglishwith90%in

grade8soI'msureIstillhaveitinme.

Wealllaughedandshewent,Lebowould

representthecousins,thenNomkithaandmy



momalsowentoutside.

Sneh:Youguyswon'tbelievethis,comesee

Werushestothewindowandtherewas2

Quantums,and3buseswrittenLangelihle.It

seemedasiftheywereallfull.

Siya:Ohlord,weneedtocookmorefood.

Me:Nkosinathijustcamewiththewholeof

Langelihle.Lebocamerunninginandhereyes

allout

Lebo:NoonemustevergetmarriedtoaRoyal

guy,thisismadness.Didyouseethepeople

whojustarrived?Yourmotherisloosingit

Me:Takethiscardandbuyallthat'sneeded.

ThepinisEmihle'sdateofbirth.Takethe

RangerandLwaziwilldriveyoutothestores.

Kamo:We'llbeabletocoverbecauselunchisat

2soitwillallbeready.Justrelaxplease,wegot

this.



Me:Ineedwater

Isatdownandjustcried

Ngamso:Ncoohshe'shavingameltdown

Phelo:Youlookcutewiththebellybumpand

redcheeks comeonstopcrying,everything

willbefine.

Sneh:Yourmaniscalling

Me:Idon'twanttotalktohim

Sneh:"Nkosishedoesn'twanttotalktoyou."

Shecameandgavemethephoneforcefully

Nkosi:MaMkhize,whyareyoucrying?Please

stopcrying,everythingwillbefine.

Me:I'mscaredandeverythingisjust

overwhelming.

Nkosi:Calmdownplease.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:Nowstopcrying.



Me:Okay.

Nkosi:Isawwhiteskinnylegshere,wasitKayla?

Me:Yes,shewaslookingforyou.

Nkosi:She'scomingherenow.Icannotwaitto

seeyou

Me:We'llbecomingoutsoon.

Wetalkedforawhileandsaidourgoodbyes.

Zandy:LookwhoIfound.Sherolledhereyes

anditwasNoluthando.

Nolu:Heyguys,youalllookbeautiful

Kamo:Youtoo

Shewasindeedlookingbeautifultoo,shehad

manybeadsandhadhercrownon.

Nolu:CanIleavethesehere?We'llcomefetchit

whenyouhavetodressup.

Me:Yeahsure.

Nolu:I'msorryguys,I'msorryaboutmy



behaviorthatday,itwascompletelyuncalled

forandveryrudeofme.HonestlyIwasjealous,

Idon'tevenhavefriendsandthewayyouguys

aresocloseandhaveafriendshipthatmost

peoplecan'tfindmademejealousandIenvy

youguys.I'mreallysorryandI'msorryfor

embarrassingyouNayeandruiningthatdayfor

you.

Sneh:Itsokay

Siya:Yesitsallinthepastnow.

Mom:Wehavetogetgoingnow.Itookadeep

breatheandNoluranoutside,she'ssupposed

tobewiththeGroomsside.

Zandy:Bitch

Dodo:Cansaythatagain,Istilldon'ttrusther.

Zee:She'snotforgiven.Youguysjustletitgo

soeasily.

Ntoko:Stopbeinghaters,let'sgo.



Zandy:Shedidn'tevencomewithsomepeace

offeringwhiskey.Shesaidwe'realcoholicsso

weshouldpracticewhatshepreached.

Mom:You'realwaysthirstyZandy

Zandy:MamaK,youturningonmenow.

Welaughedandthenmadeourwayoutthe

house.Theystartedsinging,it'sagoodthing

thisyardisbig.We'llbemeetinghalfway

throughit.Myfatherwasjustthehappiestman

alive,hecouldn'tstopsmiling.Theywere

singingatthetopoftheirvoices,itsjustalways

confusingwithtwodifferentsongsbeingsung

italljustclashes.

Nceba:Whydoesthegroomssidealwayssing

goodsongs,evenatSiya'sceremonyIendedup

singingwithPhila'sfamily.

She'srightthough .TheKing,NkosiandMayi

weredressedinIBheshuwithsomeanimalskin

overtheirshouldersbuttheKingsonewas



biggersowashiscrownandhewascarryinga

Scepter.NkosilookedsoZulu andmuch

morelikeaPrince,Iguessitsjustallsinkingin

rightnowthatIamgettingmarriedtoRoyalty.

TheQueensdresswasjustoutofthisWorld.

Shelookedamazingandsodidtheprinesses,I

guesstheAnimalsskinispartofthiertradition

becausetheyalsohaditovertheirshoulders,

Noludoesn'tthough?Iwonderwhy,Ishould

remembertoaskNkosinathi.Wewerefinally

donewiththeSingingandwemethalfway.

Vulamasangowasalsothereandhewas

chantingandcallingouttheMkhizeclannames.

Itwasindeedabeautifulmoment.Giftswere

exchangedfrombothsides,thereweremany

giftsandpeoplewereululating.Thecameras

werealsothereandtherewassomuchof

picturetakinggoingon.Iwassupposedtoalso

dothetraditionaldance,butwiththeseswollen

feetofmineIjustcouldn'tanditsavedme

becauseIhonestlycan't.Ifinallygottoholdand



touchmyhusband hesatonthegrassmat

andIwassupposedtobrushhisteethand

lotionhisface.IjustkeptlaughingwhileIwas

doingthisandhewassayingstupidthings

Nkosi:I'mhorny,I'vebeenhornysinceIsawyou.

Me:Nkosinathi pleaseI'mtryingto

concentrateonthis.

WelaughedandhesleptonthegrassmatandI

coveredhimwithablanket.Myaunties,friends

andmanymorewomencamewithsticksand

hithim!Iwasn'texpectingthattohappen.He

quicklyescapedandranaway.Mphowasjust

onhisknees,hewaslaughingnonstop.

Bee:Ienjoyedthat Younevergetan

opportunitytohitNkosi,itcamesoeasily.

Me:You'rebullyingmyman.

Dodo:That'sforallthosetimesyouhitmeandI

couldn'thityoubackbecauseyouwereababy.



Me:Youarecrazy.

Theceremonycontinuedanditwaslunchtime.

Lungelo:See,itwasgoodthatIgotthosetables

andchairs.Mostpeoplewouldbestanding.

Me:You'reageniusBigbro.

Lungelo:AndI'msober,Ihadtobe.I'mproudof

youlittlesis.You'vedonewellforyourself.

Me:Thankyou

Lwazi:Itmeansalotcomingfromhimright?

I'mactuallysurprisedthatyou'restillsober.I

meanwithallthealcoholhere.

Lungelo:It'sverytempting.Don'tworry,I

alreadystashedafewbottlesinyourroom

Lwazi:Whymyroom?

Lungelo:IpromisedmomIwouldn'tdrink.Soif

shegoestocheckmyroom,shewon'tfind

anything.Youknowhowcrazysheis.



Me:Whatmakesyouthinkshewon'tcheck

Lwazi'sroom?

Dodo:Shewon't,Lwazidoesn'tdrink.Lungelo,

whenareyougettingmarried?You'rethe

secondoldestbutstilltheonewhohasn'tgot

married.Ourparentswantmoregrandchildren

Lungelo:IthinkDadiscallingme

Heleftquicklyandwelaughed.Ilovemy

siblings!TheKingwasapproachingus,Lwazi

wantedtorunawayandNomkithawasgoingto

followhim

Me:You'renotleavingmealonewithhim.

Dodo:Butyou'reusedtohim

Lwazi:Heisjustscary.

TheKingshookhandswithLwaziandtheyhad

theirownconversation.Healsogreeted

Nomkithaandshewasstuttering.Thismanis

reallyintimidating.



King:Makoti

Me:MyKing

King:Isawhowhappymysonis,keephimthat

way.Helovesyou

Withthatsaidhewentbacktowherehewas

sitting.IwenttoNkosiandtheywerealittle

tipsy.Dannylookscuteinibheshuthoughit's

funnytoseeawhiteguywearingibheshu.

Nkosi:Mywife,youlookamazing.

Bonga:Indeed.Youalljustlookedbeautiful

Me:Thankyouguys,enjoyingyourselves?

Phila:Yesweare thefoodisdelicious.

Nkosi:Haveyoueaten?

Me:NobutI'llgoeatnow.Beforeyoueven

lecturemeaboutit.

OnmywaytothekitchenImetwithNolu

Nolu:Oh,Iwasjustbriningyoufoodtoeat.



Me:Ohyoudidn'thaveto.Thankyou.

ShegavemetheplateandIwenttothekitchen

andsatdown.Finally!Ineededtositdownand

restmyfeet

Lebo:Donoteatthatfood.I'lldishupforyou.

Me:Why?

Lebo:Idon'ttrustheratall.Throwitaway

beforesomeoneelseeatsit,whatifshe

poisonedit.

Me:Reallynow?Whywouldshedothat

Lebo:StopbeingstubbornNaye.

IsuddenlyfeltdizzyandIclosedmyeyes.It

wasliketherewasamistandEmihleappeared

andshesaid"DonoteatthefoodMom"

Me:Emihle

"DonoteatthefoodMom"shesuddenly

disappeared



Lebo:Areyouokay?

Me:YesI'mfine.Justfeelingabitdizzy.Throw

awaythisfoodplease.

Lebo:Finally.I'lldishupforyou.

Shethrewawaytheplatetoo,Momwillkillher.

ShedishedupinasmiliarplateandIate.This

foodisreallydelicious,Philawasright.AfterI

wasdoneIhadanotherplatethendranksome

juice.TheQueenandmymotherseemtobe

gettingalongverywell.Theycameinfollowed

byNolu

MaQ:Mydaughter,youlookedamazingtoday.

Me:Thankyou

Mom:Yousuredid,I'mhappythatI'msending

youofftoawonderfulfamily.Iloveyou

Ayabonga

Me:Iloveyoutoomom,andthankyoufor

raisingmewell.Iwouldn'tbehereifitweren't



foryou.

Nolu:Didyoueat?

Me:Yes

Nolu:Ohgreat,QueenMotherwe'resupposed

todressherupnowandcontinuewithwhat's

left.Weneedtogetgoingto.Itsaverylong

drivetoLangelihle.

MaQ:Yesyouright.

Wewenttomyroomandthedressthey

broughtwasamazing.Itlookedreallybeautiful

MaQ:NowthisdresswasmadebyNkosi'slate

grandmaandshemadeitformetowearwhenI

gotmarriedtotheKing.IpasseditovertoNolu,

nowshe'spassingitovertoyou.Queen

Makhosazanawouldbehappytoseethisday,

she'sveryclosetoNkosi'sheartandIknow

she'swatchingoverthismoment.

Me:Thankyouverymuch.Ifeelveryhonored.



MaQ:Thesebeadsyou'llwearhere.Noluplease

excuseus.

Nolu:OkayI'llbeatthekitchen.

MaQ:Iwanttodressyouupmyself,you're

goingtobewelcomedinourfamilytomorrow

traditionally.I'mlookingforwardtoit,Iknowmy

sonchosewellandthatyoulovehim.Hemight

notbethebestguyonEarthandhehashis

flaws.Iknowtherewillbegoodandbadtimes

butyouneedtobestrongandstandbyhimall

thetime.I'mnotworriedandItrustyou,Itrust

thatyou'llbemysonssuitablehelper.Andwith

younexttohim,hewillbeagreatKing.My

husbandwillretireonedayandhewillhaveto

stepinasKing.Hehasbeenpreparedforthat

dayandheneedsagoodwomannexttohim

andthatisyou.Youwerechosentolead

alongsidewithhim.Noluthandoisindeedthe

firstwifebutdon'tlethercrawloveryourhead.I

willhelpyouandteachyoumoreaboutRoyalty



andyourdutiesasaQueen.Iloveyoumy

daughter.

Me:ThankyouandIloveyoutooMa.

MaQ:Yourpregnancyisevidencethatyoudon't

starvemyson.That'sgood.Ineverexpected

it! WelaughedandIwasdressed.

MaQ:Let'sgo

Sheheldmyhandandwewalkedouttheroom.

Peoplewereululatingandshewalkedmeover

toNkosiwhohadtearsonhisfacewithBonga

pattinghimonhisshoulders.TheKingwas

dancingaroundandshakinghandswithmy

father.IwasalsocryingandNkosiheldmy

handandwekissed.

Nkosi:Youlookamazing.Mygrandmaishappy

whereversheis.Thankyouforthiswonderful

gift.Heheldmystomachandwekissedagain.

I'veneverbeenthishappyinmylife Ilove

thismanandhelovesmetoo.
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Aftertakingafewpicturesanddoingwhatwas

leftfortheday.Weallgotintocarsandheaded

toLangelihle.Itisgoingtobeonelonglong

drive.

Zee:Todaywasagreatday.Ihadsomuchfun

Me:Ididtoo

Bee:You'renothungry?

Me:NoI'mstillfine

Ntoko:Yourmanwillkillusifwestarveyou.



Me:Speakingofstarving!Youwillnotbelieve

whatNkosi'smomsaid.

Zee:Whatdidshesay?

Me:Herwordswere"Yourpregnancyis

evidencethatyoudon'tstarvemyson.That's

good"

Ntoko:Youlie!

Wealllaughedhard

Zee:Zandyneedstohearthis.

Bee:Snehdidsayhe'sthetypethatpinsyouto

thewall

Me:Youguysarecrazy

Ntoko:Butinallhonesty,howisit?Nkosilooks

veryrough

Me:It'sgreatguys,likeitsreallygreat.Heis

veryroughandatothertimesheisn't,itsall

sweetandpassionateandsoslowlikeIcan't

describeit



Bee:Yougettingmeexcited!

Ntoko:Holdyourself,Bongaisn'tanywhere

close.I'msurehe'salsoabeast

Bee:Allnightlong

Zee:Bitch,whyaren'tyoupregnant?

Bee:Protectionsweetiepluscontraceptives.

Pillsplusinjection

Ntoko:OperationBopha!

Me:Allangles

Welaughedandcontinuedtalking.Webought

foodandcontinuedwiththedrive.Aftermany

hoursofdrivingwewerefinallyanhouraway

fromLangelihle,I'msupposedtoenterthe

Royalgateswhenthesunrises.I'mnotthat

sleepybecauseIdidsleepalongtheway.I'm

nervousaboutthisandIhopeeverythinggoes

accordingly.Idon'tknowmostthingsthatwill

happenbuttherewillbemanytraditionalthings



thatwilltakeplacetoday.Myhusbandcalled

Me:MyPrince

Nkosi:Princess,whereareyou?We'vearrived

already

Me:We'rejustafewkilometersaway.We'llbe

thereshortly.Iseveryonetherealready?

Nkosi:Mostpeoplehavearrived.Justyouguys

andyoursistersaren'there.

Me:I'llcallthemandfindoutwheretheyare

Nkosi:Okaycool.

IendedthecallandcalledNomkitha

Me:Dodowhereareyou?

Dodo:Rightbehindyou.

Me:Ohgreat,thoughtyou'relost.

Dodo:Phelodecidedtofollowyouguyscause

weweregettinglostafterwestoppedatthe

garage.



Me:Okaycool.We'realmostthere.

AfteranhourwehadarrivedatLangelihleand

manycarswereparkedontheoutside.Wehad

tosqueezeourwayinandparkedinfrontof

them.

Bee:You'renotsupposedtocomeoutNaye,so

I'llgofindoutwhat'sgoingon.

Me:Okaycool.I'msonervous

Zee:You'llbefinegirl,you'vegotthis.

AfterafewminutesBeecameback

Bee:OkayNkosisaidyoushouldstayinthecar

you'llonlycomeoutoncetheprincesseswhich

arehissisterscomefetchyouandthey'llgive

yousomething,Iforgotthename.Wegirlshave

toleaveherhereandgohelpinside.Ithinkwe'll

changefirstandgohelpwiththecooking.I

heardNoluthando'sTraditionalBeerdidn'tbrew.

Me:So?



Bee:There'ssomethingwrong,itshouldbrew.

Me:Iwonder.

Ntoko:Wehavetoloveandleaveyou.We'll

changeinside.

Me:Takeabathfirst,tellNkositoshowyouto

hishouse.

Zee:Okaycool,we'llleaveyouwithyour

stinkingself.

Me:Whateverbitches.Youalsostink.

Theylaughedandleftmealoneonthecar.I

startedcrying,I'velefthome.I'mabouttoenter

thegatesofanewhomeandanewfamily.Not

justanyordinaryfamilybutafamilyofRoyalty.

I'mjustemotionalaboutitandIthinkI'mhome

sickalready.OnTuesdayNkosi'sfamilywith

NkosiincludedwillgotoMarburgtoseethe

Mbambo'stodiscussthechangeofEmihle's

surname.Thattooisjustworryingmebecause

Iknowitwillalsobealotoftroubleespecially



oncetheyknowNkosi'sfamilyisroyalty,itwill

beahugebargaintothemandtheymightnot

evenagreetotheirrequest.Mylifeisjust

complicated.Nongcebo,LusandaandIsiphile

cametothecar.

Lusanda:Whyareyoucrying?OhmyGod,she's

crying.

Nongebo:What'swrongsweetie?Areyou

scared?

Me:I'mokay.Iwasjustthinkingalotandjust

overwhelmedbyeverything.AndI'mabithome

sick,I'llmissmymom.

Isi:Butshe'shere,you'llseeher.

Me:Pleasecallherforme.Ican'tdothis.

Lusanda:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Pleasecallmymom.

LusandarantomymotherwhileNongcebo

wenttoNkosi.WhyisshegoingtoNkosi?I



wanttoseemymom.IsawNkositalkingtohis

momandmymomwasapproachingthecar.

Mom:What'swrongNaye?

Me:Mama,I'mscared.Idon'tknowifI'llbeable

todothis.Thisisabigdeal.Itsalljusttoo

much

Mom:Comehere

ShehuggedmeandIcriedwhileholdingher.

Nkosi'smomalsocamein

MaQ:Iseverythingokay?Nkosinathiisloosing

hismind.

Mom:She'snervous.I'msureshe'sjust

overwhelmedplusthehormones.

MaQ:You'llbeokaymydaughter,drinksome

water.

ShegavemeabottleofwaterandIdrank

almostallofit.

Mom:Feelingbetter?



Me:Yes,QueenMother,isittoomuchofaload

tocarry?BeingQueen?

MaQ:Sometimesitgetstoomuchbutitsokay

mychild.You'llbereadywhenthetimecomes.

Don'tworryyourselfaboutit

Me:Vulamasangosaidsomethingstrangeto

meandIthinkitwon'tbethateasy.

MaQ:Itwillallworkout,therewillbechallenges

butyouhavetostaystrong.Remember,you're

thechosenone.Youarethelightofthisfamily

andLangelihle.Thesunisabouttorise,you

needtobeready.

Me:Okay,pleasecalltheprincesses

Mom:Youwillbeokaymydaughter,we'restill

yourfamilyandyou'llcomeseeuswhenever

youwantto.BeagoodleadertothisKingdom

andbeagoodwife.Iknowyoucandoit.You've

alwaysbeenstrongandIknewyouhadabright

future.Youwerebornwhenthesunrose,you



camewithlightandIgavebirthtoyououtside.I

couldn'tgettothehospital,itwastoopainful.

SoyourgrannyjustlaidagrassmatandIgave

birthtoyouthenwerushedtothehospital.She

wantedtocallyouNomalangabutIrefused.

Looknow,you'renamedNokukhanya.You're

thelightmydaughter.Itwasboundbyfate.

Ihonestlydidn'tknowthisstoryanditfeelslike

somefairytale.ThisiswhatI'mdestinedfor,

there'snorunningawayfromit.Theprincesses

cameandputsomebeadsonneckandwrists.

Nongcebo:You'llhavestandinbetween

LusandaandIsi,I'mnotofthislandanymore.

SoI'llbebehindyou.

Me:Why?

Lusanda:She'smarriedtoanotherKingdom.

Inoddedandwegotoutthecarandwalked.

Thesunroseanditwasdifferent,itseemedto

bered.Allofasuddeneveryoneboweddown



andtheywereontheirknees.Iwasalsojustso

confused.Thosewhowerecluelesstofollowed

andkneeled.Icouldseetheconfusiononmy

sistersface.OnlytheKing,NkosinathiandI

werestanding.Iwasn'tsureifIshouldalso

kneeldown.Vulamasangowasmovingaround

theyardandsprinklingwhatseemedtobe

'Inyongo'andchanting.Afterhewasdonehe

spoketotheKingandtheKingnodded.

King:Todayisindeedagreatdayinour

kingdom.Youmayallriseplease.

EveryoneroseupandNkosihadthisfreaky

smileonhisface.IamstillconfusedandIneed

anexplanation.Ireallyneedtoknowmore

abouttheirtraditionsandcustoms.Ican'tbe

thisconfusedwhenthingshappen.

King:Sheisindeedthechosenone.Theone

whowillbeQueentothisKingdom.Sheis

indeedNokukhanya,thelightandbrightnessof

Langelihle.Asyouallwitnessedandsawwith



yourowneyes,thesunwasred.Whichisa

symbolofthelightinourways.Thishasnot

happenedinthiskingdomforover145years.As

someofyouwillknow,wehavehadmany

challengesinthissoilbuttodayisthedaywe

rejoice!Everyoneululatedandsomewereeven

dancing.BongaandNkosinathiweretalking

whilelookingatme.

King:Myson,gogetyourwife.

Wewereabitdistant,hewasstandingnearthe

gateallthistimeandIwasabitfarfromhim.

Hewalkedwhilelookingdownandtalkingto

himself.Itseemsasifhewassayingpraises

andhisclannames.Hecametomeandheld

myhands

Nkosi:Mywife

Me:Myhusband

Nkosi:Thankyouforthiswonderfulgift,youare

indeedamazingandtheoneforme.Iloveyou



Nokukhanya

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

King:Yousupposedtocomebacktothegate

withher!You'llhaveheralltoyourselftonight.

Wealllaughedandwalkedtothegate,thank

godIworetheseallstars,theyarecomfortable

andIwouldn'thavesurvivedifIwaswearing

heels.Mystomachisshowingabitonthis

dressandI'mrealizingthatI'malreadygaining

weightyetDecemberisjustsofar.Wegotto

thegateandIwastoldmetokneeldown.The

Kingspokeandhewaswelcomingme.Nkosi

camewiththeanimalskinandhismotherputit

overmyshouldersandeveryoneululated.Iwas

alreadycryingandIjustcouldn'tholdmytears

back.I'mtooemotional!Blameitonthese

hormones.Istoodupandthegateswere

opened.Theauntiescameandtheywere

sweepingthegroundswiththoseshortgrass

broomsandmyfriendsarealsopartofthose



aunties.Mymomwasalreadytheretoo

standingbythekitchensmiling,Iguessshe's

helpingwiththecooking.Ismiledatthemand

sheblewkissesatme.Myfathershookmy

handandhuggedme

Dad:Youhavedonewellmydaughter,Iam

proudofyouNokukhanya.

WilleveryonecallmeNokukhanyaorwhenI'm

justhereinLangelihle?Ireallystillneedtoget

usedtoit.

Me:Thankyou.Iloveyoudad

Dad:Iloveyoutoomydaughter.

HewenttositwiththeothermenandtheKing.I

waswalkingaroundtheRoyalgrounds,

followingNkosi.WhileVulamasangowas

sprinklingwateronthewallsofallthehouses.

OncethatwasdoneIgotintotheRoyalhouse

andonlytheRoyalfamilyandVulamasango

wasallowedtogoin.Wewenttotheroom



wherethere'sthethrone,I'vebeenhereonly

once,thisismysecondtime.TheKinghanded

overtheacrown,itlookedliketheoneNoluhas

andtheprincesseshave.Nkosiputitonmeand

heshedatear.Ithankedhimandstoodup.We

allwentoutsideandeveryonewaswaitingfor

ustocomeout.Whenwedidtheystarted

dancingandululating.AllwasdoneandIhadto

gogreetsomeunclesandtheKingscounciland

theaunties.NkosiandIfinallywerejustalone

togetherinhishouse.Ineedtoshower!Itook

ofthecrownandNkositookthembacktothe

Royalhouse.Hecamebackandtookof

IbheshuwhileItookoffmydress

Me:Helpmewiththezipplease.Thisdressis

complicated.

Nkosi:Itwasmadebyacomplicatedperson.

Youcouldneverfigureoutwhatinspiredher

designs.Sheactuallytaughtmehowtosaw,

shewasabigpartofmylife.That'swhymy



companyisnamedafterher.

Me:IalwayswonderedwhyitsMakhosazana

MkhizeHoldings.

Nkosi:Wellnowyouknow.Youlookedvery

beautiful.I'mluckytohaveyou.Ilaughedwe

kissed.Hewastouchingmeallovermybody.

Me:Ineedtobath,I'msureIstink.

Nkosi:Iloveyouevenifyoustinky.Hespanked

meandIlaughed.Thenwenttothebathroom

andtookashower,hecametojoinmeandwe

showeredtogetherandmadelove.Iworealong

traditionalskirtandblacklongsleeveT-shirt

thenputadoek.

Nkosi:Youlooklikearealmakoti.

Ijustlaughedathim

Nkosi:Can'twaittoseeyouinyourwhitedress.

Therewon'tbeanyneedforatraditional

weddingbecausewe'vedoneeverything



yesterdayandtoday.Youweresupposedtoget

thecrownonthatdaybutVulamasango

instructeditshouldbedonetoday.

Me:Lessstress

Nkosi:Hedidsayhestillseesadarkcloudbut

itisn'tbeingrevealedtohimproperly.

Me:Iwonderwhatitis.

Nkosi:Weshouldgojointheothers.You'llsee

thoseyounggirlsdothetraditionaldance,

they'vewonmultipleofcompetitions.

Me:I'llcomewatchthem.I'llgohelpatthe

kitchenfornow.

Nkosi:Don'toverworkyourself.

Me:Iwon'tmylove.

Nkosi:Ihavesomethingtoaskyou

Me:Okaayask

Nkosi:Areyouhappy?You'renothavingany



regrets?

Me:No.I'mveryhappyNkosinathiandIhope

youalsohappy.

Nkosi:Iamhappy,IgotworriedwhenIsawyou

cryandyourmotherwascalled.Iactually

thoughtyouleavingme

Iwenttohimandlookedintohiseyesand

tiptoed

Me:Nkosi,thisisthemomentwhereyoucarry

me.

Helaughedatmeandcarriedme.

Me:Nowlookintomyeyes.

Iheldhisfaceandbrushedhisfacialhair.

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere,I'mheretostay.I'm

never,evergoingtoleaveyou.Iloveyouand

youownmyheart.Hekissedmeandlaidmeon

thebed.Wepassionatelymadeloveagainand

afterweweredoneIlaidmyheadonhischest



whilehesangforme

Me:I'msleepy

Nkosi:Getsomerest.

Me:ButIwanttogohelptheotherladies.

Peoplewillstarttalking,whatkindofawife

sleepsindaylight.

Nkosi:Mykindofwife.Nowsleep.

Myhusbandhasjustsaiditall.Plusthey'll

understand,Iampregnantandhavebeenupon

myfeetsinceyesterday.Ithasbeenindeeda

greatweekend.I'mhappythatallisdone

now Iclosedmyeyesandsleptpeacefullyon

myhusbandschest.Itfeelsgoodtosaythis

"Husband"name.
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It'sgettingcloserandclosertomyweddingday.

I'msoexcitedaboutitandeverythingiscoming

together.Myfriends,sistersandthewedding

plannerhavedoneagreatjobsofarand

everythingIwantisthere.Westayedin

LangelihlewithNkosiforthreedaysafterthe

welcomingceremonytookplace.Thetraditional

beerbrewoncetheQueenandIattendedtoit.I

hadnoideaonhowit'sdoneandIwastaught

onthatday.ThoughIdidn'treallylikethesmell

ofitandIendedupvomiting.Noluthandodidn't

causeanydramaduringthosedaysandshe

wasratherkindtomeandthere'sabitof

progressintheirrelationshipwithNkosibut

they'veneverslepttogetherlikehavesexnor

evenshareabed.Iguessshereallyjustneeded

Nkosi'sattentionandnowshe'sbeingabit



betterabouttheentiresituation.Maybewe'll

justbeonehappyfamilyoneday.I'mvery

nervousaboutusgoingtoMarburgtodayto

meetwiththeMbamboanddiscussourrequest

ofuschangingEmihle'ssurnametoMkhize.

Thekingcouldn'tmakeitbuthehassentone

manfromthecouncil,NkosiandMayiarealso

comingwithme.Theyareallwearingtheir

RoyalattireswhichIjustthoughtiscompletely

unnecessary.WedidfirstdiscussitwithEmihle

andshewashappyaboutitsowegotthego

aheadandI'mactuallyverynervousaboutit

becauseIknowitwillbedifficultespecially

sincetherearejustthreeruthlessunclesthere,

oneauntywhocan'tkeephermouthclosedand

anoldgrandpawhocannotspeakandcan'tsee

properly.I'msurehehasabetterheartthanall

thesegreedypeopleandwould'vebeenmore

sincereandacceptedhisgrandchildbutother

thanthatI'mreallynotlookingforwardtoit.I

wouldn'thaveevenwentwithNkosibutthey



requestedthatIbetheretoandforwhat

possiblereason,Itrulydon'tknow.We'rejustan

hourawayfromNdumiso'shome.

Nkosi:Whereisthecemetery?

Me:Itsnearby,why?

Nkosi:Ithinkweshouldstartthereandtellhim

aboutwhatwe'regoingtodo.

Mayi:That'sagoodidea.Youguysshoulddo

that.

IdirectedNkositothecemeteryandheparked.

Mayiandtheunclewereleftinsidethecarwhile

NkosiandIwalkedtoNdu'sgrave.

Nkosi:Areyounervous?

Me:No

Nkosi:WellIam

Ilaughedathimandheldhishand.Whenwe

gotthereIsatdownnexttoitandremoveda

fewleavesthatwereonhistombstone.There



wasjustamomentofsilenceandNkosi

seemedtobedeepinthoughtandIdidn'teven

disturbhim.Hefinallybrokethesilenceand

spoke

Nkosi:Ndu,Iloveyourdaughterasmyownand

Iwishforhertotakemysurname.Idon'twant

ittoseemasifI'mcompletelypushingyou

awayorremovingyoufromtheirlivesbutI'm

doingthisbecauseIwanthertoknowandfeel

howmuchIloveher.Idon'twanthertogrowup

andfeelleftoutthatsheisn'taMkhizewhile

herentirefamilyusetheMkhizename.Mostof

allIdon'twanthertofeelleftout,neglectedand

notloved.She'severythingtomeandIloveher

asmuchasyoudo.I'mnotheretoreplaceyou

butI'mheretoloveandtakecareofyourfamily

likeyouwould've.Ilovethembothdearlyand

thankyouforyourblessings.I'lltakegoodcare

ofthem,Iknowyou'llalwayslovethemand

they'llalwaysloveyoutoo.Thankyou.



Iwasalreadyintearsashecontinuedtospeak

afterwewerebothdone.Hecarriedmetothe

carandwedroveofftoNdu'shome.Whenwe

gottheretheauntwasalreadywaitingforusby

thegate.Wegotoutthecarandgreetedheryet

shejustfoldedherarmsandgaveMayiapiece

ofpaperandhelaughedthenpasseditonto

NkosiandIlookedatwhatwaswritten.These

bloodyscammers!Itwaswritten"R500,toopen

thegate.R590Vulamlomo"whatdotheythink

thisis?Wenothereforlobola!

Uncle:Thesepeoplearecrazy

Nkosi:We'llgivethemwhattheywant.Evenifit

weleaveherewithnomoneyonus

Me:ButNkosinathiwecan'tletthem....

Hequicklycutmeoffandlookedatmelike

whatI'mabouttosayisnonsense.

Nkosi:Wewon'targueaboutthis.It'snotfor

discussion.



Weweretoldtositdownandtheyservedus

water.Likereallywater?MxmI'mjustinno

moodtobeherelikereally?

Uncle:Greetings,I'dlikeustojustgostraightto

thepointaswecomefromsomewherefarfrom

hereandwehavealongjourneyaheadofusas

wereturn

Ndoda(Ndu'suncle):Whathaveyoucomehere

for?It'snoteverydaythatwegetavisitfrom

Royalty

Shit!Iknewthey'ddoknowthatNkosiisRoyalty

astohowtheyfoundout,I'dreallylovetoknow.

Mayi:I'msureyousawontheletterwesenton

regardstoourvisithere.Wewanttochange

Emihle'ssurnamefromMbambotoMkhize.

Auntie:Youwanttomakeourdaughteryours?

Youdidn'tevencomeseeusbeforeyou

decidedtotakeourbridethereforeyoushould

pay



Me:Don'tyoudarecallmydaugter,your

daughter.Neverhaveyoueveracceptedher,

yousaidsheisnotaMbambo.Youthrewme

outliketrashanddidn'tevenallowmetobeat

Ndumiso'sfuneral.Youknownothingabout

Emihle!AndIwasneveryourbrideandwill

neverbe!NduandImighthavebeenengaged

buthenevereverpaidlobolaformesothe

Mkhize'soweyounothing!

Nkosi:CalmdownNaye

Nkosiisreallyloosinghisbrain!Howcanhetell

metocalmdown!

Uncle(Ndu):yesyoudonotoweusanythingas

shewasnottraditionallyourbrideyet.Youdo

knowthataceremonyneedstobedonefor

whatyouarerequesting?

Nkosi:Yessirwedoknow

Uncle(Ndu):IamtheeldestinthisfamilyandI

amgivingyoupermissiontochangeEmihle's



surnametoMkhizebecauseIknowshe'llbe

welltakencareofandlovedbytheMkhize's

anddothingsthatweasherfamilyhavefailed

todo.

AnotherUncle:Shekilledourson!Youshouldn't

evenbeallowedhere,youareamurdererand

shouldbeinjail!

Injustaflashthemanwasonthegroundwith

Nkosiontopofhim,punchinghimandhewas

evenbleeding.MayiwasabletomoveNkosi

andNkosiseemedtobesofurious

Nkosi:Noonetalksaboutmywifelikethat!No

one!

Me:NowNkosinathiyouneedtocalmdown.

Please

Heheldmyhandandsatdown.

Auntie:Youcanneverdothat,youneedtopaya

fineforanapology.



Mayigavethemathousandrands.Thisisjust

upsettingme,Iknewthesepeoplearejustafter

money

Uncle(Ndu):Tojustendthisquicklyandavoid

othersituationslikethese,we'dliketohavethe

ceremonyandyouwillpayforeverythingplusa

millionrand.That'swhatwewant,ifyoucannot

dothatthenyoudonothaveourpermission

andblessingtochangeEmihle'sfamily.Ifyou

doitwithoutourblessing,manythingswillgo

wrongforyouandwewilldemandcustodyof

ourgranddaughter.

Me:Youarecrazy!Onemillionrands,youare

justusingthistogetmoneylikeyoudidtomea

yearago!

Mayi:That'sjustcrazy

Nkosi:Givethemalltheywant

Me:Nkosinathiwearenotdoingthat,one

million!



Nkosi:Thisismydaughter!I'llpayforthe

ceremonyandyou'llgetyourmillionrands.He

stoodupandwenttothecarandcan'tback

withablackbag.HegaveittoNdu'suncle

Nkosi:Thisceremonymustbedoneon

Saturday,we'llbehereinthemorning.Don't

wasteourtime.

Uncle(Ndu):Thankyou

Nkosi:Let'sgo

Me:Nkosiyoucan'tletthemdothis!

Nkosi:Let'sgoNaye!!

Istoodupandfollowedhimlikealostpuppy.

I'mmadathimbutIdon'twanttoangerhim

more.

Mayi:Iknowyouupsetaboutthisbuttalkto

himwhenyoubothalone.Hewantswhat'sbest

foryounAmy

IalwayslaughathowMayicallsEmihle.I



noddedandwegotintothecarandIsatatthe

backwithMayi.Nkosikeptonlookingatmebut

Ijustlookedthroughthewindoworjustlooked

atmyphoneeventhoughIhadnotext

messages.IgotatextfromNkosi

Nkosi:"I'msorry"

Ijustignoredit.ThedrivebacktoDurbanwas

quickerandverysilent.WegothomeandNkosi

droppedmeoffandtheyleft,heistakingMayi

andhisuncletotheairport.Ijustsatdownand

watchedtelevisionwhilstIwastextingwithmy

friends.AfterawhileIgotacallfromNkosi,

whatdoeshewantnow?

Nkosi:I'monmywayback,wantmetogetyou

anything?

Me:Lunchbarplease

ThenIendedthecallbeforeheevensaid

anythingelse.HeshouldknowthatI'mmadat

him.Emihlecamebackwithherdriver



Emihle:Mommy!Howareyouandhow'smy

littlesister?

Me:I'vetoldyouathousandtimesthatitmight

notbeagirl.Butthebabyisokaysoismommy,

andyourself?

Emihle:I'mokayjusttired.Ineedtosleep.

Me:Noheadache?Ormaybeyou'regettinga

fever

Emihle:Nomom,itwasjusthottodayandwe

playedalot.I'lltakeabaththensleep.Whatwill

youmakeforsupper?

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Emihle:Pizza,Ihaven'thaditinawhile.

Me:We'llhavepizzathen,savesmefrom

cooking.

ShewentupstairsandIputherhockeybagin

itsplace,plushershoes.Shelovesjustleaving

themanywhere,that'swhytheygetlosteasily.



HerfatheralwaysdefendsherwhenIshoutat

her,honestlyNkosireallyspoilsEmihle,I'msure

he'llalsodoittothebabyontheway.Hejust

doesittoallthekids,theyspoilthemanddon't

wantthembeingshoutedatnorlaidahandon.

Lyandaalwayssays"Talktothemandmake

themunderstand"weneverhadthat,wewere

givenathrash.Iknowallsortofhidings,awet

towel,woodenspp,stick,beltandclothing

hanger.Mymomjusthitmewithanythingnext

toher.NkosiwalkedinandIwalkedupstairs,

myskinfeelsdirty.Itookoffmyclothesand

stoodbythemirrorlookingatmybodyandmy

growingtummy.It'sreallyvisiblenowandI'm

fallingdeeperanddeeperinlovewithit

everyday.

Nkosi:Youlookamazing,Ican'twaittoseethe

preciouslittlefetusinthere.Iwalkedawayand

gotintotheshower,I'mreallyupsetwithhim.

AfterIwasdoneIwenttotheclosetandgot



dressed.Hewassittingwaitingformeonthe

bed.

Nkosi:ThisishowitsgoingtobeNaye?

Wheneverwehaveaproblemyou'lljustkeep

quietanddon'ttalktome?Whatwillthatsolve

MaMkhize?

HesaidthatMaMkhizeandIfeltmykneesget

weak thatjustreallyturnedmeonbutIwon't

letitstopmefrombeingangryatme

Nkosi:TalktomeNaye.Talktome,you'rethe

onewhotoldmeaboutsittingdownandtalking

aboutproblems,youtheonewhotoldmeabout

communicationandnotgettingangryand

keepingthingstomyself.Justtalktome,

please.Thisisjustreallyfrustrating,Idon't

knowwhyyou'reangryatmeandnottalkingto

meNokukhanyaIreallydon'tknow,Talktome

please.Hecameclosetomeandheldme.I

startedcrying



Me:I'mangryatyoubecauseyouletthemhave

theirwaywithyou.Nkosinathithatmoneywas

justtoomuchandyou'llstillhavetopayfor

theirceremony.Youcould'vegiventhemat

leastjustR100000,theyusedEmihlejusttoget

moneyfromyou.

Nkosi:Iknow,andnomoneycanbuyEmihle.

She'sworthmuchmorethanthatmillionrand.I

would'veevengiventhemmycompanyifits

whattheywanted.

Me:Areyouinsane?

Nkosi:EmihleismydaughterandI'ddo

anythingforher.We'llgettochangeEmihle's

surnameandshe'llbeahappychild.Shetold

meshecan'twaittobeaMkhizeandhavethe

samesurnameasallofus.Ididitforourfamily

andforher,she'sworthloosingthatmillion.

Me:ButNkosiI...

Nkosi:SsshNaye,nothingwillchangewhat



happened.Andwewon'tbetalkingaboutthis

again.Iunderstandthatitupsetyoubutthere's

nothingtobeupsetabout.Nowstopbeing

angryatmeplease

Me:Finewhere'smylunchbar?

Nkosi:Justlikethat?Nokiss,nohug,noquickie?

Me:Don'tpushit

Nkosi:Youknowyouwantsomeofthis.

Hesaidashetookmyhandandputitonhis

manhood

Me:Idon't.Ijustwantmylunchbar

Hekeptonkissingthebackofmyneckand

squeezingmybutt.

Nkosi:Whathappenedtohavinga"Kissand

Makeup"sessionafterushavinganarguement?

Imissthat

Me:Thatendedwhenyoudecidedtomakeme

pregnantandhaveahugewhalebody.



Nkosi:Ididn'thearyoucomplainingwhilewe

madethebaby,allIheardwasyouscreaming

mynameoutloud.

Me:Maybeyouwerehearingyourownthings.

Nkosi:Areyousure?

Me:Very,verysureMrMkhize.

Nkosi:We'llseeaboutthat.

HekissedmewhilesqueezingmyboobsandI

wasalreadygettingwetforhim.Weendedup

makingloveanditwassoslowandpassionate

andyes!Iwasscreamingouthisname.Ifelt

myselfbuildingupandmykneesshaking.Just

whenIwasabouttocum,Nkosijusttookout

hismanhoodandIcouldn'tbelieveit!

Me:Nkosinathiwhatareyoudoing!

Nkosi:Nothing

Me:Getbackinthere,Iwasabouttocum!

ReallyNaye?I'mnowbeggingNkosiyetIwas



angryathimanhourago.

Nkosi:Nexttimeyou'lltalktomeandnotignore

melikeakid.

Withthatsaidhewalkedtothebathroomand

stoodbythedoor.

Nkosi:Bytheway,Ilovethewayyouscream

myname.Itssexy,nowcloseyourlegs.

Helaughedandwinkedatme!Hehasthenerve!

Heisneverevergettinganyfrommeever!This

washislast.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!

Let'sgetto600likes!

Pleaselikeandcomment

Insert31

We'rejustaweekawayfrommyweddingday,



I'mveryexcited,nervousandverybig.Ihopemy

weddingdresswillfitwell,IchoseaCinderella

dresswithsparklesonthetopandit'sdetails

areperfect.Itwasveryexpensivebutworthit,a

girlonlygetstodothisonceinherlifesoit

mustbeallyou'veeverdreamtof.WhatI'm

lookingforwardtothemostiswhenmyfather

walksmedowntheaisle,thathasbeenmy

dreamsinceIwas5.I'vedreamtaboutitso

manytimesandIcan'tbelievethatitsonlyjust

aweekaway.Hehashissuitreadyandwe're

bothjustlookingforwardtoit.Ilovemyfather

morethananythinginthisworld,okayIlovemy

daughtermore.ShealsohasawhiteCinderella

dresswhichlooksabitlikemineandshe'llbe

mytwinfortheday.Theweddingisallallshe

evertalksabout,she'sreallyexcitedandhappy.

Whatmakeshermorehappyisthatshe'snow

EmihleMkhize,yepithappenedquickerthanI

expecteditto.Theceremonywasdoneandit

wasalsodoneinLangelihletowelcomeherinto



thefamily.Itwasareallywonderfulceremony

andeverythingwentwell.Shesaysshewasso

happywhenherteachercalledout"Emihle

Mkhize"duringregistrationatschool.Itreally

doesmakememorethanhappytoseeherso

happyandshe'sevengainingweight she's

justsocuteandtall.She'sgoingtogrowandbe

tallerthanme.Nkosi,hasbeenjustawonderful

husbandandfather,heisreallyagreatmanand

I'mveryluckytobewithsomeonethatlovesme

andcaresformesosomuch.Hetakesgood

careofmeandtreatsmelikeafragileglass.He

issoprotectiveandIdon'tevenwearhighheels

anymorebecauseheisafraidthatI'llfall.He

drivesmetooandfromwork,thoughweargue

everymorning.Hewantsmetostopgoingto

workbecausemybellyisnowbig.Itsnoteven

thatbig!Buthemakesahugedealoutofit,I

wonderhowitwillbeonceI'm7or8months

pregnant.I'mstilljust4monthspregnantandhe



isalreadytellingmetostopworking,whatwillI

sitathomeanddoforthenext5months?Today

heiscomingbackhome,hehadwenttoNew

Yorkforhisnewbusinessprojecteverythingis

goingsowellforhimandI'mveryproudofhim.

Istilldogetmymonthlyallowanceandgetpaid

10%ofeachcontract.Ididn'tpayforanything

forthisweddingandallIdowithmymoneyis

spoilmyselfandmybabies.Shoppinghas

becomewhatIdobestandI'minlovewithit.

Myeatinghabitsarestrangeandalways

change,Inowreallyreallyhatemuffinsandmy

heartisbrokenbecausetheyjustusedtobemy

favorite.Ican'tstandthesmellofanegg,and

manyotherfoods.I'malwayseatingUsu,which

isbeeftripe.Idon'tmakeitmyselfbecauseI

hatethesmellofitbutGog'Zondihasbeen

makingitformewhileI'matworkandIalways

eatit,Nkosienjoysmycravingsforbeeftripe

becauseit'salsohisfavoritesoweeatit

together.Emihledoesn'ttakepartbecauseshe



hatesit.NoluthandoandIhavebeentalking

almosteveryday,herrelationshipwithNkosi

hasdefinitelyimprovedandshe'sabetter

personnowwho'salwaysinagoodmood.She

calledmeoneofthesedaysandshewascrying

becauseitwasthefirsttimeNkositoldherhe

lovesher.ShecriedsohardandIfeltsosorry

forher.Iguessallshereallyneededwaslove

fromNkosinathiandamazinglyIwasn'tjealous

atall,insteadIwashappywhichalso

completelyshockedNkosinathi.Ourfamilyis

justonehappyfamilyandshe'llbecomingfor

ourwedding.Ourweddingwillberighthereat

thegarden,itisahugegardenandithas

enoughspaceforeveryone,Ididn'twantto

bookanyextravagantplacewhileIhavea

beautifulbackyardwithbeautifulgardenanda

smalllakenexttoit,whywastemoney?Nkosi

alsolovedtheideaandourweddingplanner

justdoesamazingwork,Ialreadyhaveapicture

inmyheadofhoweverythingwilllookandI



hopeeverythingIwantedwillbethere.I'vebeen

abridezillaandI'velovedit otherthanthat

I'mhappyforalltheexperienceI'vehadwhile

planningmywedding.Mphoisinchargeofthe

groomsmansuitsandNkosihasalready

selectedhissuit,Iwasn'tallowedtoseeitand

I'mlookingforwardtoseehim,I'mnotthat

nervousaboutitbecausehereallyknowshow

todressandstylehimselfsoItrustthathe'll

lookamazing.Workhasbeenabithectictoday,

mosttimesI'mjustnowdoingofficeworkand

don'tgotothetheaternordeliveranybabies

now.IdomissthatpartofmyjobbutIcan'tdo

itanymore.Nkosimadethatveryclearandhe

doesn'twantmehavingtoruntoemergency

rooms,hesaysIcouldjusttripandfall.He

definatelywantsnothingtoharmourbaby.

There'saknockonmydoorandIopentofinda

brownbigteddybearwithacardwritten"Hug

me"Ilaughedandtookitandclosedthedoor.I

huggeditandsmiled,itwasfromNkosi.Iwas



abouttositdownwhentherewasanother

knockonthedoor.Iopenedandtherewasa

boxofchocolateswithacardwritten"Eatme"I

laggedandclosedthedoor.Iopenedthe

chocolatesandtookonewhilelookingformy

phone.IcalledNkosi

Me:MrMkhize

Nkosi:Openthedoor.

Iquicklyopenedandhewasstandingtherewith

asmileonhishandsomeface.

Nkosi:Thismanstandinginfrontofyouloves

youverymuch.

Me:Ilovehimtoo

Hesmiledanddroppedthecall.Ithrewmyself

athimandhecarriedme,he'sstillabletocarry

meevenwithallthisweightI'vegainedandmy

bigbelly.Wekissedandheclosedthedoorand

putmeagainstit.Hewasbreathingheavilyand

keptonsqueezingmybutt.



Nkosi:I'vemissedyousomuchmuch

Me:I'vemissedyoutoo

Wesatonthecouchandhemademesitontop

ofhim.

Me:HowwasNewYork?

Nkosi:Itwasfine,I'llenjoyitbetterwhenweall

go.Iwasthinkingweshouldgothereforour

honeymoonwithEmihletoo.

Me:That'sagreatidea,I'msureshe'llalsolove

theidea.

Nkosi:Ihopeshewill.I'vemissedher,I'vealso

missedthelittleonehere.Heydaddyisback

Hekeptonrubbingmybellyandallofasudden

therewasakickandhiseyeswidened

Nkosi:Whatjusthappened?

Me:Ithinkthebabykicked!Nkosinathithebaby

iskicking!Iscreamedandtearsjustfellfrom

mycheeksIwassohappyandwekissed



Nkosi:Thisisamazing,wehaveourlittlesoccer

playerinhere.

Me:Itsearlyforababytokick.Maybebynext

monthIwould'veexpectedit.

Nkosi:Iguessshe'sfullofsurprises.Babelet's

checkifit'sagirlorboy

Me:Youreallywanttofindout?

Nkosi:Yes,let'shaveabet.Isayitsagirl,ifI

winwe'llhavesexallnight.

Me:(laughs)Isayit'saboy,ifIwinwedon't

havesexforthenext3weeks.

Nkosi:Deal

Me:okayI'lllayonthebedandI'lltellyouwhat

todo

Nkosi:Ican'tbelieveI'mactuallyagreeingto

thisbutokaylet'sdoit.

Ilaidonthebedandtoldhimwhattodoandhe

followedmyinstructionswhichisjustsounlike



him.WeheardthebabiesheartbeatandNkosi

wasjustsoamazed.WhenIheardEmihle's

heartbeatforthefirsttimeandfoundouther

genderIwasalone.Ndumisowasoutofthe

country,IcriedbecauseIhadwishedhewas

there.ItfeelsgreatthatNkosiishereandhis

expressionisjustmakingmehappyand

emotional.

Nkosi:What'sthat?

Me:That'sthebabieshead,lookit'slikeshe's

eatingherfingers.YouwinNkosinathi

Nkosi:Itsagirl!Howdidyouseethat?

Me:NkosiI'magynaecologistremember?Look

here

Ireallycan'tdescribethesmileonhisface,I've

neverseenhimsohappy.

Nkosi:Itoldyouitsagirl!Babeitsagirl!

Ilaughedathimandhekissedme.Iwipedoff



thegelandtooktheprintedoutscanandgave

him.

Nkosi:Comecloser

Hehuggedmeandwekissedforawhile

Nkosi:Thankyouverymuchforthiswonderful

gift,I'llbehavinganotherbeautifulprincess

who'lllookjustasprettyasEmihle.

Me:Maybeshe'llalsobetalllikeyou.Iwonder

whoshe'llreallylooklike.

Nkosi:I'msohappyrightnow.Iloveyou

MaMkhize.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:Letmecallmomandtellherthegood

news.I'llputitonloudspeaker.Hecalledand

theQueenanswered

MaQ:Myboy

Nkosi:Mom,I'mturning30,Ihavetwowives

andtwodaughtersbutyoustillcallmeyourboy?



Wow

MaQ:You'llalwaysbemyboy.Didyoujustsay

twodaughters?

Me:YesMa,itsagirl.

MaQ:Wow!That'ssoamazing,congratulations.

I'msohappyforyou.I'llhaveanother

granddaughtertomaketeaforme.

Wecontinuedtalkingforawhileandthensaid

ourgoodbyesthenendedthecall.

Nkosi:Ihadactuallycomeheretofetchyou.

Let'sgohome

Me:Letmesignafewthingsandwe'llgo.

IsatonmychairandsignedallthedocumentsI

neededtosignandpackedmybag,hecarriedit

andwewereoff.Justwhenwecameoutthe

hospitaldoorsthereweremanyjournalistsand

flashingcamerasoutside.Idon'tthinkI'llever

getusedtothis!Ihadforgottenaboutit,it'slike



eachtimeNkosigetsabusinessdealthey

comerunningbackintoourlives.

Journalist:MrMkhize,isittruethatyouhave

anotherwifebesidesDrKhoza?

Howdidtheyevenknowaboutthis?

Nkosi:YesIdo.

Her:Wow,whyisshekeptasecret?We've

heardthatyou'refromRoyalty,issheyourrural

wife?Wasyourweddingarranged?

Him:MrsMkhize,howdoesitfeeltobethe

secondwife?Doyouguysgetalong?Didyou

knowyouweredatingamarriedman?

Ijustwalkedpassandignoredtheirquestion

Her:DidyoumarryMrsMkhizethesecondjust

becauseshe'spregnantwithyourbaby?

Nkosi:Wewon'tbeansweringanyofyour

questionsrightnow.MyPAwillcontactyou

aboutthedetailsfortomorrow'spress



conferencethat'swhereI'llanswerallyour

questions.Wegotinsidethecaranddroveoff.

Me:Whatpressconference?

Nkosi:Iwasgoingtotalktoyouaboutit.We'll

discussitwhenwegethome.

Me:Let'sfetchEmihlefirst

Nkosi:Okaybabe

Itookmyphoneandtextedmymomtellingher

mybabyisagirl,Itextedmysister,Lebo,Phelo

andmygirls.Theyallrespondedandwerevery

happyandexcitedforme.WegottoEmihle's

schoolandsherantothecarandgotin.

Emihle:Afternoondearparents

Me:Afternoonbabygirl.Youseemtobeina

goodmood

Emihle:Ihadagreatday,DaddyI'vemissedyou

Nkosi:I'vemissedyoutoomydaughter.Ido

havesomethingtotellyou



Emi:Whatisitdad?

Nkosi:You'llbehavingalittlesister.

Emi:Yeey!It'sagirl!Momyou'rehavingagirl

really?

Me:YesEmi

Emi:Iguessdadwasalwaysright,howdidyou

know?

Nkosi:Icouldfeelit.Iguessitwasalucky

guess.IdidwinagoodbetandI'mlooking

forwardtomyreward.

Helookedatmeandwinked

Emi:Whatreward?

WelaughedandIlookedathimwaitingforhis

response

Nkosi:Thatyourmomwillbuyusicecream

everyday.

Emi:Yes!Nowthat'sagreatreward



Welaughedandgothome.IhelpedEmiwith

herhomeworkwhileNkosimadesandwiches

forus.AfterweweredoneEmihlewenttothe

cinemaroomtowatchmovies.NkosiandIsat

attheloungecuddling.

Nkosi:SoyoudorememberthatKayla,hercrew

andthepresswerethereforumembesoand

thewelcomingceremony.Itmadethe

magazinesinLAandnewspaperswhichwere

seeninternationallyandNoluthandowasalso

seenandthatconfirmedmanyoftheir

speculations.NowIhavetohaveapress

conferenceandconfirmeverythingandcorrect

someofthethingswrittenonthenewspapers.

ItwillhappentomorrowandI'dlikeyoutobe

theretoo.Noluthandowillalsobethere.

Me:OhokayI'llcome

Nkosi:Thankyou.

Me:Thiswon'tcauseanydamage?



Nkosi:Ithasbutitdidn'taffectthecompanya

lot.We'velosttwodealsjustbecausetheydon't

believeinpolygamybuttheothersarestillwith

us.They'remorefocusedonmyworkthanmy

personallife.

Me:That'sgood,sorryforthedealsyoulost.

Nkosi:Itsnobigdealbabe.We'llmakemore

businessdealsbetterthantheoneswe'velost.

Me:Ifyousayso.

Nkosi:MrAdamsandhiswifewillbeherefor

ourwedding.

Me:Ohwowthat'sgreat

Nkosi:I'mreallylookingforwardtoit.I'venever

beenhypeduporeventhoughtI'dhaveawhite

weddingbutI'mhappythatitsgoingtohappen

I'mactuallyexcited.

Me:YouandNoluthandodidn'thaveawhite

wedding?



Nkosi:Nope.Shesaidshedoesn'twantone,

shewasn'treallyinterestedinhavingawhite

weddingsoIjustwentalongwithwhatshe

wanted.

Wecontinuedtalkingandwepreparedsupper

together.AfteritwasreadyEmihlecameand

weallhadsuppertogetherwhilehavingagreat

conversationandplanningthenurseryroomfor

thelittleprincess.Nkosistilldoesn'twanttotell

mewhathe'llnameourbaby,hesaysI'llfind

outthedayIgivebirth.

Emi:I'mgoingtobednow.Goodnightdear

parents

Nkosi:GoodnightKiddo

Shewentupstairsandwewashedthedishes.

Afterweweredonewewenttoourroom

Nkosi:Now,IthinkitstimeIgotmyreward.

Me:Ohreally?WhatifIsayIdon'twantto

rewardyou?



Nkosi:IguessI'lljusthavetotakewhat'smine

onewayoranother.Adealisadealmylady.

Ilaughedandhecamecloserandwekissed.

Thisisgoingtobeonelonglongnight.

#NNBBF
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Idon'tknowhowtofeelabouttodaybutI'm

lookingforwardtoit.Nkosihasbeenonthe

phoneallmorninganditlookslikehe'sgoingto

haveprettymuchabusyday.Itookoutadark

greendresswithblackpencilheelsanddidmy

makeup.

Nkosi:You'renotwearingthoseheelsNaye



Me:Iam,babeI'llcarryslippers.I'mnotgoing

therewearingflatshoesandI'mnotgoingthere

wearingabeautifuldesignerdresswithflat

shoes.That'sjustsowrong

Nkosi:IseenoproblemwiththatatallNaye

Me:ofcauseyoudon't.Ijustneedtolook

beautiful

Nkosi:Youarebeautiful

Me:Don'tlie,Ilooklikeawhale.Didyousee

howbloatedmycheekslook?Didyouseemy

nose?Nkosinathi,beautifulisthelastwordyou

candescribemeasrightnow.I'mugly!

Nkosi:Comehere,cometodaddy.

Ilaughedathimandwenttohim.Wehugged

andhekissedmyforehead

Nkosi:Youlookbeautifulandyoushouldn't

doubtthat.You'reevenmoreprettierwiththis

bigsexynose.Yesyourcheeksarebloated,you



havehugefeetandmoodswingsbutyou're

perfect.Thisisallhappeningbecauseyou're

pregnantandwe'reexpectingabeautiful

daughter.Youshouldn'tlookdownonyourself

babe,thathurtsme.You'rebeautiful

Me:Thankyou

Ikissedhimandcried.Ihonestlywanttolook

beautifulandprettierthanNolu,herskinisso

perfectandIknowI'mbeingselfishandjealous

rightnowbutpeoplewillbelike..Whatdoes

Nkosiseeinme?Noluthandoisverybeautiful

andlookinglikethewhaleIlooklikerightnow

isn'thelpingmyselfesteem

Nkosi:Whyareyoucryingnow?

Me:(Sniffs)She'sprettierthanme

Nkosi:Who?

Me:Noluthando.She'sgoingtocomethere

lookingbeautifulwhileIlooklikeawhale



Nkosi:ReallyNaye?You'recomparingyourself

toNoluthando.She'snothingcomparedtoyou

babe.You'rebothbeautifulinyourown

way.Pleasestopdoingthistoyourself.Ilove

youandyou'rebeautiful

Me:SorryI'mjustbeinganemotionalwreck.I'll

gofinishupsowecango

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Loveyoumore.

Ifinishedupwithmymakeupandputonmy

weave,it'sawig.Whichremindsme,Ineedto

cutmyhairsoitcouldbethesamelength.Took

myslippersandputtheminmybagplus

everythingI'llneed.Ifsomeonewouldopenmy

bag,they'dloosetheirmind.Itssodisorganized

andI'mnotplanningonorganizingitanytime

soon.

Nkosi:You'reready?

Me:YesIam.Letmegotothebathroom



quickly

Nkosi:I'llwaitforyoudownstairs,youneedto

havebreakfast.

AfterIwasdone,Iwentdownstairsandhehad

dishedupforme.WehadbreakfastandNkosi

leftfirst.We'llbearrivingseparatelyandIdon't

knowwhy.IgotacallfromNoluthando

Nolu:Whereareyousweetie?

Me:I'mstillathome.ButI'mdone

Nolu:OkayI'llcomefetchyou.

Me:Okaythat'scool.I'llbewaiting.

After30minsshearrivedandshewaswearinga

greydresswithblackstilettos.

Nolu:Honey,let'sgo.We'resolate

Me:Nkosiisgoingtoflip,youknowhow

punctualheis.

JustwhenwegotintothecarIgotacallfrom



Nkosi

Nkosi:Whereareyou?

Me:I'mcoming

Nkosi:Whereareyou?Idon'tthinkNoluishere.

Doyouknowwheresheis?

Me:She'swithme,we'reonourway.We'relike

5minsaway.

HedroppedthecallandIlaughed.We're

30minsawayandhe'llbeangrythatwe'relate.

Womenarealwayslate,he'lljusthavetodeal

withit.Wegotthereandsatinthecaralittle

whiledoinglittletouchupshereandthereon

ourmakeup.Noluthandocameoutfirstand

helpedmeputmyheelsonthenheldmyhand.

Thecamera'swereonusandIcouldseeNkosi

smilingfromadistance.Wewalkedtothefront

rowwhereourseatswereandwesatdown.

Nolu:Therearesomanyjournalistshere,Ifeel

likeacelebrity.



Ilaughedatherandtheconferencebegan.I

guesstheywerewaitingforustoarrive.Nkosi's

PAspokefirstaddressingusonhoweverything

willhappentodayandthenNkosisteppedon

thepodium.

Nkosi:GoodMorning,I'dfirstlovetogreetmy

beautifulwivessittingrightthereisMrs

NoluthandoMkhizeandMrsNayeMkhize.Don't

theyjustlookbeautiful?AndI'dlovetoalso

greeteveryonewhoisheretodayasweaddress

theissueofwhat'sbeenwrittenonthe

newspapersandSocialMediaaboutme.I'd

lovetojustgetstraighttothepointandwaste

notime.Idohaveabusydayaheadofme.Do

knowwe'llbetakingquestionsalittlelater.Iam

NkosinathiMkhizeasyouallknow,theCEOof

MMH,MakhosazanaMkhizeHoldingswhichis

namedaftermylategrandmawhowasabig

partofmylife.Therehasbeenspeculations

andsomerumorsaboutmeandyessomeof



themaretrue.IhavetwowivesandIama

crownedprince,IamRoyalty.Imetmysecond

wife,Nayeabout4yearsagoanditwasloveat

firstsightandI'msureyouallwonderingwhy

wewereonlytogetherthisyear.We'vehadour

difficulties,Iwasinlovewithherandshedid

havefeelingsformebuttherewasalotshe

wasgoingthroughsoIwaitedforher.She'sthe

firstwomanIfellinlovewithandownedmy

heart.IamRoyaltyandIalwaysknewthatone

dayI'dhavetomarryaroyalprincessandbethe

KingofLangelihle.ThathappenedsoonerthanI

expected,twoyearslaterafterIhadmetand

fellinlovewithNaye.Iwasarrangedina

marriagewithPrincessNoluthando,whoismy

firstwife.Webothknewitwasjustan

arrangementandsheknewIwasdeeplyinlove

withsomeoneelse.Thingswerereallydifficult

forusonthefirstyearofourmarriagebutwe

pulledthrough.AllthiswhileIwasstillvery

muchinlovewithNayeandshedidn'tknowI



wasmarried,nooneknewbesidesmyfamily

andmygents.That'showcomplicatedmylife

was.Januarythisyearthingsfinallyhappened

formeandNaye,andItoldNoluthando.Things

happenedquicklyandIknewIwantedtomarry

her,we'vebeeninlovewitheachotherfor

4yearsyettogetherforjustafewmonths.Itold

herIwasmarried,andIalmostlosther.Iwas

happywhenshesaidshelovesmeandwe'll

workthingsout,thatshe'sacceptingmefor

whoIamandalsoacceptingthefactthatIhave

awife.That'showallitcameabout.I'dliketo

calluponmylovelytwowivesMrsNoluthando

andNayeMkhize.

Webothstoodupandshehelpedmeupthe

stairs

Nkosi:She'sexpectingasyouallknowandit'sa

girl.I'mhavinganotherprincess.Westoodand

hewasinthemiddleandIwasonhisrighthand

sidewithNoluontheleft.



Nkosi:We'llstartwithmyfirstwife,Noluthando

asshe'llintroduceherself.

Nolu:Thankyou,asyou'veallheardmynameis

NoluthandoMkhize.I'mMrMkhize'sfirstwife.

There'snothingmuchtosayaboutmyselfand

I'mreallynotgoodwithpublicspeakingand

beingoutintheopen.Ifwewereinacourtroom

I'dbeperfectlyfine.

Wealllaughedandshesteppedback

Nkosi:We'llnowbetakingquestions,pleasedo

raiseyourhandifyouhaveaquestion.

ThejournalistsraisedtheirhandsandNkosi

pointedatoneguywhowaswearingagreen

shirt

Guy:I'dliketoaskafewquestionstoMrs

Noluthando.Howdidyoutakeitwhenyou

foundoutMrMkhizeistakinganotherwife,a

wifethathehaslovedevenbeforeyou?And

whydidyouallowthesecondwifetobeknown



beforeyou?

Nolu:MyhusbandtoldmeaboutNayebefore

ourweddingday.Growingupinroyaltyyou

alwaysknowyourdestiny,youalwaysexpect

you'llbemarriedoftoaprincewhomightbein

lovewithsomeoneelseandyoudoexpecttobe

inapolygomousmarriage.Ireallydidn'tmind

becauseI'mnotwithNkosinathitobeknown

andhavefamejustbecauseI'mmarriedtohim.

Ididn'tmindbeingunknown

Guy:SowhatyoutryingtosayisthatMrsNaye

isthereforthefameandmoney?

Nolu:Notatall.Shelovesourhusbandasmuch

asIlovehim.Justbecauseshewasoutinthe

opendoesn'tmeanshe'sthereforthemoney

andfame.We'rebothdoingverywellfor

ourselves,MrMkhize'smoneyhasnothingto

dowithit.Himbeingwealthyjusthadtobea

bonus.We'relucky



Lady:Whatdoyoudo?

Nolu:I'malawyer.

Lady2:IhaveaquestionforMrsNaye,Don'tyou

thinkyoushould'vebeenfirstwife?

Me:InevereventhoughtIwouldbehiswife.

AndnowthatIam,I'mhappythatI'mhiswife.

Firstorsecondhelovesme.Helovesusequally

andwe'rehappy.

Lady2:Howdoesitfeeltoknowthatyour

childrenwillneverberecognizedasRoyalty

evenifyougivebirthtothefirstsonhewon'tbe

crownedKing?

Me:Thatdoesn'tbotherme,maybeitmight

bothermykidsbutthey'llgrowupknowing.

Eachofourchildrenwillbetreatedequally

whethermykidsarehalfroyal.Theywillknow

theirrolesintheRoyalhouse.Ourchildrenwill

growwithloveandcareforoneanotherandnot

bytheirstatuses.



Guy1:Onyourwelcomingceremonyiswassaid

that"You'rethechosenone,yourthelightofthe

familyandtheancestorshavechosenyoutobe

QueenandleadnexttoMrMkhize,doesthat

redeemyoumuchhigherthanMrsNolu?How

doyoufeelaboutthis?Doesthatmakeyour

childrenfullroyalty?

Me:Noitdoesn't.Itdoesmakemefeelhonored

butthatdoesn'tmeanthefirstQueenwillnotdo

herdutiesandwillnotbeseenasQueen.I

honestlydon'tknowandweneverknowwhat

fatedecides.

Nkosi:We'llbetakingthelastquestionfromthe

guyatthebackwithglasses

Guy2:Iknowyoulovethembothbutthere'sno

50/50,whodoyoulovemost?Doyoureally

loveNoluoryou'rejustwithherbecauseof

tradition?

Nkosi:Ifyouhadaskedmethisquestionafew



monthsbackI'dtellyouIdon'tloveNoluthando

atallandI'mwithherbecauseoftraditionandI

loveNayethemost.Butthat'sonlybecauseI

hadneverallowedmyselftogettoknowNolu

andloveherasmuchasIloveNaye.Nayetold

metolearntoloveNolubecausenowoman

deservestobewithamanthatdoesn'tloveher.

That'swhenIopenedupandlearnedtoloveher,

andIloveherasmuchasIloveNaye.They

bothhavemyheartandI'maluckyman.They

arebothverydifferentpeopleandIlovethem

bothintheirownway.I'mahappyman.

Guy2:I'msorry,youdidsayitsthelastquestion

butshouldweexpectathirdwife?

NoluandI:No!

Everyonelaughed,itwasacoincidence and

it'sjustnevergoingtohappen.Therewon'tbe

anyotherwifehere.There'snospaceforherat

all.



Nkosi:They'vespoken.Therewon'tbenothird

wife.

Wewenttobacktositdownonourseatsand

thePAclosedofftheconferenceandafew

picturesweretakenwhereitwasthethreeofus

andsomeofmeandNolualone.Thatwent

reallywell.BetterthanIhadthoughtitwould.

We'rereallystartingtobeahappyfamilyandI

don'tfeeljealousanymorewhenNkosikisses

Noluorholdsherhand.I'mgrowingupand

acceptingthesituation.Thisismylifenowand

It'sgoingtobelikethisfortherestofmylife.

Nkosi:Ithinkweshouldhavelunchtogether

andI'llcomebacktoworkandyouladiessee

whatyoudofortherestoftheday.

Nolu:Soundslikeagreatidea

Me:Ijustneedtotakeofftheseshoes.

Nkosikneeleddownandtookoffmyshoes,

Nolugavehimmyslippersandapicturewas



takenwhilewewereintheprocessofchanging

myshoes

Lady:Sorry,Ijusthadto.Youguyslookedcute

Nkosi:Noproblem.

TheladywalkedawayandwegotintoNkosi's

car.Nolu'scarwillbetakenhome.

WegottoCaliforniaDreamingandwedidgeta

fewpeoplelookingatus.I'mreallyhungryso

thesepeopleshouldreallybefastandnotmake

mewaitlong.

Nkosi:Thando,you'llbestayingright?

Nolu:YesI'llleaveafterthewedding.

Me:That'sgreat.I'lltakethedayofftomorrow

sowecangoshoppingandhaveagirlsday.

Nkosi:OhsoI'mnotinvited

Me:Noyou'renot.

Welaughedandourfoodwasserved.Wewere



havingalovelyconversationandIjustsatand

lockedatthemtogether.Theylookgoodand

Noluisactuallyaniceperson.Iguessallshe

justneededwasloveandattentionfromNkosi.

Nkosiseemsmorecomfortableandis

acceptingthesituationmore.

Nolu:I'vebeenthinkingofmovingtoDurban,

maybenextmonth.

Me:Iwasactuallywonderingwhenyou'llmove

here.Youcan'tbeinLangelihleallthetime.

Nkosi:That'sgood

Iguesswe'llhavetosortoutourliving

arrangements.

Nolu:Iwasthinkingofbuyingmyselfahousein

MusgraveorWestville.I'vebeenlookingat

somehouses

Me:Ithinkitsbestifwebothjusthaveourown

houses



Nkosi:Youwon'tstaywithme?

Nolu:No

Me:I'llalsomoveoutandfindmyownhouse.

Nkosi:Okay,youshouldbothfindhousesyou

likeandI'llbuythemandwe'lltakethingsfrom

there.I'mgladI'llhavebothmywiveshere.

Nolu:Noneedto,Ialreadysavedupthemoney

I'llusetobuymyhouse.

Nkosi:Thando,I'mbuyingyouthehouseandwe

won'tdiscussthisanyfurther.

Nolu:Fine.

Ilaughedatthemandcontinuedeatingmyfood.

Iguessitsalljusthappening.We'resettlingand

we'redoingthingsright.IlovemyfamilyandI

couldn'tbemuchhappierthanthis.
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ThedayI'vebeenwaitingforhasfinallycome.

ThedaythatI'vedreamtaboutsinceIwasjust

fiveyearsold.Thedayeverywomanlooks

forwardto,thedaythatonlycomesonceinour

livesandthedaywherenothingandnooneelse

mattersbesidesyouandyourgroom.Where

youjustwearyourweddingdresswithpride

andletyourtearsofjoyflowandthemoment

youjustsay"Ido"that,thatisjustonehappy

momentthatnoonecanevertakeaway.Ittruly

isworththewaitandnothingfeelsmorespecial

thanthisday.Maybesomegirlsdon'tdreamto

getmarriedandsomearen'tintogirlythings

suchaslookinglikeaprincessandlooking



forwardtowearingyourwhitedressbecause

wealldifferentbutIbelievethatthisshouldbe

everylittlegirlsdreamandwealldeserveit.

Everythinghasbeensortedout,ImadesureI

checkedeverythinglastnightandeverythingis

initsplace.Myweddingplanner/organizer

reallydeservesherpayment,shehasdonean

amazingjobandIcouldn'tbemorehappier.My

girlshavealsoreallyoutdidthemselves,last

nightwehadabachelorettepartyanditwas

awesome!Theguyshadtheirbachelorpartyat

Danny'sandthey'llbepreparingandgetting

dressedthere.Mostofourguestswhocame

yesterdaysleptatoneofThabo'shotelsandthe

RoyalfamilyishereatNkosi'shouse.The

weddingwillbetakingplaceatthebackyard

andeverythinglookedbeautifulwhenIwentto

seeitearlythismorning.IswearI'mthefirst

bridetowakeupasearlyasIdid.Iguessits

justtheexcitement,Iwasalreadyupby3am.

SiyalaughedatmeandIdidfallasleepagain



around5andwokeupat8.Myparentssleptat

thehotelandthey'llcomeoncetheyareready.I

cannotwaittofinallywalkdowntheaislewith

myfather,itssomethingI'vealwayslooked

forwardto.Theweddingwillstartat9:30am

andnowits7am.Thegirlspreparedbreakfast

andwe'reallseatedattheloungehaving

breakfast.ZandyissointimidatedbytheKing,

shedoesn'tevenspeakwhenheisaround.This

istheonlypersonIknowthatscarcesZandile

anditsashocktoallofus.NongceboandZee

clearedthedishesfromthetableandwe

washedthem.Wewerealljustinthekitchen

havingagoodconversationwhiletheKingand

Queenwenttoprepareforthewedding

Dodo:Itstimewealsogotready.Wedon'twant

tobelateorthathusbandofyourswillbiteour

headsoff

Bee:Heistoopunctual.Heexpectseverything

tostartexactlyat9:30.



Welaughedandwentupstairsonthelastfloor.

Weallshoweredandwewantedtogetdressed

inthesameroom.

Ntoko:Ladies,everyoneissorted?Nothing

missing?Idon'twantbridesmaidsthatwillhave

somethingmissing.

Lebo:Don'tworry,we'resorted.

Ngamso:IthinkIhavethewrongshoesize,

pleasecheckifyouhaveasize7?

Bee:Ohhere,Ihaveasevenandfive.

Ntoko:Pleasesortthisout.

IthinkI'mthefirstbridetohavesomany

bridesmaids.Ihave12bridesmaidsandthe

maidofhonourismysisterNomkitha(Dodo)

Noluthandoisnotoneofthebridesmaids.

Nkosi'sbestmanisMayi.Ihaven'tseentheir

suitsbutSnehsaystheylookgood.

Me:Ineedsomeonetohelpmewiththedress



MaQwalkedinandofferedtohelpmeget

dressed.

MaQ:Thisisaverybeautifuldress.I'mfeeling

sohappyrightnow,I'mhappythatmyson

finallyfoundtrueloveinatruegoodhearted

woman.RaisingNkosinathiwasn'teasy,

sometimesIhadtobehardonhimandIwas

alwaysworriedaboutthatboy.Hehadhisown

mindandwasalwaysrebellious.Hestoodfor

whathebelievedinandmadesurehemakes

hisdreamscometrue.Mysonneverbelievedin

love,hewasalwaysjustfilledwithsomuch

angerandrage,IknewIhadfailedasamother.

Butthenyoucameintohislife,helaughedand

sangforme.IcriedbecauseIdidn'tknowthat

hecouldsing.ItwasthefirsttimeIheardhis

voice.

Belinda:Nkosinathicansing?

Me:Iwasalsoshockedwhenhesangforme.



Zee:Ihopehehasasoftmomenttodayandhe

sings,I'dlovetohearhim.

Nkosi'smothergotsoemotional.OnceIwas

dressedandsheevencried,Iwasalsogetting

emotional.

MaQ:Youlookbeautiful.Nowputthegownon,

I'llgocallyourmakeupartist.

Me:ThankyouMa

Zandy:Itsagoodthingthatyourmotherinlaw

lovesyou.IalwaysfearthatmaybeI'llget

marriedandthemotherdoesn'tlikeme.

Kamo:Weallknowthatyou'dkickherass.You

wouldn'tletherbringyoudown.

Zandy:Iwouldn'tbutthatalsohurts

Nceba:Reasonswhyyoushouldn'tgetmarried.

Ngamos:Amen.

Me:Youlookbeautifulgirls



Theyreallydidlookbeautiful,theyworeRoyal

Bluemarmaiddresses.

Me:Havemyparentsarrived?

Phelo:No

Me:Passmemyphoneplease.What'staking

themsolong?

IcalledDadandheanswered

Me:Dad,whereareyou?

Dad:Yourmotherdecidedtotakeherowntime.

We'regoingtothecarnowmybaby.

Me:Okaydad,Iloveyou.

Dad:Iloveyoutoo,You'vemadeusreallyproud.

Mom:Weloveyou

Me:Thankyoudearparents,Iloveyoumore.

WeendedthecallandEmihlecamerunningin

Emi:HowdoIlookmom?



Me:Youlookgorgeous

Ikissedherandsheranbacktowhereshe

camefrom.Mymakeupartistcamefollowed

bymyhairstylist

Lebo:Ithinkyoushoulddoyourhairfirstthen

themakeup.

Me:Goodidea.

WhileIwasdoingmyhair,Noluthandowalked

inululating.

Nolu:Wowladies,youlookbeautiful.

Theyallscreamedandcheered,their

relationshipisalsogettingbetterbutPheloand

Zeestilldon'tlikeher.

Nolu:Ijustcametocheckonyouguyshere,I'm

goingovertoDanny's.Anymessageforthe

luckygroom?

Me:Justmakesurehelooksgoodanddoesn't

forgethisvows.



Nolu:Willdo.I'mhappyforyouguys,Iloveyou

Me:Loveyoutoo.

Wehuggedandsheleft.

Zee:"Iloveyou"andsherollshereyes

Belinda:You'reevil

Phelo:Stilltoogoodtobetrue

Siya:Giveherachanceguys

IwasdonestylingmyweaveandLauradidmy

makeup.

Me:What'sthetime?

Ntoko:Justanhourleft

Me:Okayatleastthingsseemtobeontrack

Nongcebowalkedinlookingverybeautifuland

shehadhercrownon.

Nongcebo:Youlookbeautiful,I'vebroughtyou

yourcrownandtoseeifeveryoneisdressed

becausetheKingwantstocomein



Zandy:Here?

Nongcebo:Yes

Zandy:Ineedtohide.

WelaughedatherandtheKingcamein.

King:Youngladies,youalllookstunning

Kamo:Thankyou

King:Mydaughterinlaw,I'vecometoputyour

crownon.Iwantedtodoitmyself.I'mvery

honoredandhappytohaveyouinmyfamily

NokukhanyaandIknowmysonisingood

hands.

Me:ThankyoumyKing.

Heputonthecrownandmygirlsululated

King:Wellthen,letthecelebrationsbegin!Enjoy

yourdaymydaughter,mysonreallylovesyou.

Me:Thankyou,Ilovehimtoo.

King:Willseeyouall,I'mgoingtothebackyard



now.Thoseboysmustbeontheirwaynow.

Me:Havemyparentsarrived?

Lebo:I'msurethey'vearrivedornearbynow.

#Nkosi

Idon'tknowhowtofeelrightnow.Everything

hasjustbeensooverwhelming.I'mreally

havingmixedemotionsbutit'sthefirsttimeI've

everbeensonervousaboutsomething.Ijust

wanttohaveherinmyarmsalreadyandsayI

do.Notseeingherforthepasttwodayshas

beentorture,Imisshavingherinmyarms.We

wokeupandhadafewbeersjusttocalmmy

nervesdownandwashoutthehangoverwegot

fromlastnight.Lastnightwasreallyfun,we

hadwhattheycallabachelorpartyanditwaslit,

don'tworryithadnostrippersbutwereally

drankalotofalcohol.Ididn'tbelievewe'dbe

abletoevenwakeuptodayandbeearlyformy



wedding.ButluckilyBongawasabletowakeup

earlyandwakeusallup.Ifhehadn't,we'dstill

beasleepbynowandthatwould'vebeena

mess.I'mneverlatesoIguessNayewouldbe

disappointedandveryangryatme.

Danny:Youknow,whenoneofusgetmarriedit

alwaysjustremindsmethatIshouldalsobe

settlingdownnow.

Lyanda:Yeahman,we'vebeendatingourgirls

foralmost3yearsnow.

Danny:I'mjustafraidtopopthequestion.When

istherighttime?I'veevenboughtthering

alreadybutIjustneverknowwhentodoit.

Lubah:There'sneverarighttime.

Me:Isuggestyoudoitbeforeitstoolate.

Lyanda:Whatdoyoumean?

Bonga:Whathemeansisthatshemightget

tiredofstickingaroundyetyounotmakingany



moveandshe'lljustleave.

Mpho:Atleastyouguysareontheengagement

stage,I'mstillstuckontryingtoaskZandyto

bemygirlfriend.

Athi:IthoughtI'dshitonmyselfwhenIasked

Sneh.

Mayi:I'minlovewithsomeonewhodoesn't

evenlookatme.LikeIdon'tthinksheeven

knowsIexistorevenfeelsomethingforher.

Loveisfrustrating

Phila:Youcansaythatagain,marriageishard

butitallworksoutifyouloveoneanother.Siya

andIhavebeenthroughmanychallengesand

youguysknowthat.Norelationshipisperfect

andithasitsperks.

I'malsowonderingwhatthefutureholdsforme

andNaye.Webothknowitsnotgoingtobe

alwayseasyandespeciallysinceIhavetwo

wives.Iknowthey'llfightalongthewayand



havetheirdisagreements.Maybethey'llboth

haveclashingpersonalitiesandwanttheir

opinionstomatterandtheirdecisionstobe

final.IknowverywellthatNayewillneverlet

Noluruleoverherjustbecauseshe'sthefirst

wifeandIknowNoluwillnotlistentoNayeand

letherruleoverherbecausesheisthefirstwife.

HerbeingthechosenQueenwillnotmean

anythingtoNolu,theyarebothveryvery

stubbornbutmydecisionisfinalandI'mthe

manofthehouseandthey'llhavetolearnto

communicateanddowhatsbestforourfamily.

Idohopethatthey'llgivememanybabies,I

wantabigfamilyandIcannotwaittoseemy

daughterthatNayeiscarrying.Idothinkshe'll

lookverybeautifultodayandespeciallysince

she'swearingherdresswithherbellybump.Its

goingtolookverycuteandIknowshe'llbe

breathtaking.Ijusthopeshe'snotwearingany

highheeledshoes.



Lubah:Butit'sjustthebest,nothingisas

amazingasmarriage

Thabo:Itswhateverymanneeds.

Noluwalkedinandwekissed.NoluandIhave

reallyworkedonourrelationshipandIlovehow

weare.Ican'tsaythatI'mdeeplyinlovewith

herbutIdoloveher.

Me:Youlookgood

Nolu:Thankyou,youlookgoodto.Andallyou

guyslookamazing.Nayewillbehappy,she

sentmetocomecheckonyouguys.

Mpho:It'sallcovered,Itsallmyhardwork.

Theseguysknownothingaboutstyle.

Bonga:Whatever,youalsolookgorgeous

Noluthando.Nkosiisaluckyman

Athi:Surroundedbybeautifulwoman.

Wealllaughedandtookafewpictures.My

phoneranganditwasanunknownnumber.



Me:Hello

Caller:IsthisMrMkhize?We'vebeentryingto

contactMrsMkhizebutcan'tgetaholdofher.

Me:YesthisisMrMkhizeisthereaproblemsir?

HecontinuedspeakingandIcouldn'tbelieve

whatIwashearing.Nayeisnotgoingtosurvive

this,howcanthishappen?No,no,no!

Me:Don'tcontactMrsMkhizeoranyoneelse.

I'llsortthisout.AmannamedBongaLuthuliwill

comethereaccompaniedbyPhilasande

Ngcobo.

Caller:Okaysir.Wewillneedsomeonewhois

familytoo.

Me:LwaziKhozawillalsobethere.Bye.

Mpho:Whatsgoingon?

Me:IneedyouguystogotoMngeniRoad,you'll

findoutwhenyougetthere.Mpho,Athiand

DannyIneedyoutogotoHQandgettothe



bottomofthis.Therestshouldgotomyhouse.

Nolu,comewithme.

Nolu:What'sgoingon?

Me:I'llexplainlater!Ineedtoseemywife!

Idrovefasttomyhouseandgottherequickly

becauseitsclose.Igotoutthecarandtookof

myblazer,Nolutookit.

Nolu:What'sgoingonNathi?

Me:Theweddingiscanceled.Gotelleveryone

that,andtheymustleave.

Nolu:What!What'sgoingon?

Me:NoluthandojustdowhatI'mtellingyouto

dookay!!

Nolu:Calmdown,peoplearelooking.I'llgotell

them.Andiftheywantareason?

Me:Familymatters,thefamilyshouldcome

insidethehouse.Therestshouldmaketheir

wayhome.I'msorryforshoutingatyou.



Nolu:Itsokay.

WekissedandIraninsidethehouse

Mom:Nkosinathi?You'reearly

Me:WhereisNaye?Ineedtoseeher

Mom:Youcan'tseethebride.

Me:Mom!Whichroomisshein?

Mom:Theroomnexttothemediaroom.

Me:Okaythanks.IranupthereandIdidn'teven

knock

Zandy:Yewenahulk!Whatifwewerenaked?

Me:I'msorryforjustbudgingin.Ineedtotalk

toNaye

Naye:Babe,whatareyoudoinghere?Youdo

knowitsbadlucktoseethebridebeforethe

wedding.

ShelookedsobeautifulandIdon'tevenknow

howamIgoingtotellherthis.Thiswillbreak



herintopieces

Me:Wouldyouallpleaseexcuseus?

Siya:We'llbeoutside.Theyallwentoutand

Nayewasnowlookingworried

Naye:What'swrong?

Me:It'syourparents.

Naye:Icalledthemandtheysaidtheyareon

theirwaybutIdon'tknowwhytheyaretaking

solong.Havetheyarrived?

Me:No.Naye,Idon'tknowhowtoputthis.

Nayeyourparentswereshotandtheydiedon

thespot

Naye:No!!No!!!Nkosinathino!!!

#NNBBF
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Everfeltlikeyourwholeworldhasbeentaken

awayfromyou?Thatyouhavenothingelseleft

andyou'reabouttotakeyourlastbreathe,thats

justhowIfeel.IfIcansaymyheartisnumb

thensobeit,Ifeelnumb.Ifeellikethewhole

worldhasjustcomecrashingdownand

everythingisjustontopofme.Ijustdon'twant

tobelieveit,theycan'tbegone.Notnow,not

ever,thiscan'tbereallyhappening.Ithastobe

somesortofmistake.Myparentsarealiveand

theycoming.Myfatherwillwalkmedownthe

aisleandwe'llbehappilymarriedwith

Nkosinathi.Butno,thatwon'thappen,thatwill

neverhappen.I'llnevergettoseemyparents

again?Isthissomesortofjoke

Nkosi:Naye,pleasesaysomething



Me:Takemethere.

Itookofmyweddingdressandputonablack

tracksuitwithsneakers.

Nkosi:I'llalsochange.

Afterhechangedwecameoutoftheroomand

thefamilywassittingwaiting

King:Whatisgoingon?

Nkosi:Naye'sparentshavebeenshotandkilled

ontheirwayhere.Nomkithawasthefirstto

screamandirantoholdher.Wesatdownand

criedtogether.

MaQ:Thatishorrible.Gocheckwhats

happeningandwe'lltakecareofeverythinghere.

Nkosi:Thankyoumom.MakesureEmihle

doesn'tfindout.We'lltellherwhenwegetback

IleftNomkithawithPheloandtheywerealso

crying.

Me:They'llpayforthis.Noonekillsmyparents



andgetsawaywithit.Noone!

Nkosi:Pleasedon'tspeaklikethat.Youare

pregnantNayepleasedon'tforgetaboutthat.I'll

takecareofthisandI'llmakethempay.

Nkosiwillreallyupsetmenow.Iwillmakethem

payandthey'lldieaslowpainfuldeath.Wegot

totheaccidentsceneandmybrothers,Bonga

andPhilawerealreadythere.Mybrothershad

alreadyconfirmedandsawthebodies.

Me:Iwanttoseethem

Lwazi:Sis,Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea.

Me:IsaidIwanttoseethem!

Nkosi:Letherbe.

Hewentwithmeandwewenttowherethe

bodieswerecovered

Guy:Familyonlyplease

Me:They'remyparents.Thisismyhusband.



Guy:Okay.

Theyuncoveredthemandtheywerealready

pale

Me:Howmanybullets?

Guy:Excusememam?

Me:Howmanybullets!!?

Nkosi:CalmdownNaye

Guy:Yourmotherwasshotthreetimes.Your

fatherwas3neartheheartand4atthebackof

hishead.Seemsasiftheyknewexactlywho

theirtargetwasandtheywantedthemdead.

P.Officer:Theytriedtomakeitseemasacar

hijackbutthisistooobvious,theyknewexactly

whattheyweredoingandtheiraimwastokill.I

walkedawayfromthereandNkosifollowedme,

Idon'thavetearstocryanymorebutallthat's

filledinmyheartrightnowisrageandhatred.

Bonga:See,thosecamerastherehavethe



footage.Ifwecangetthatfootage,wecan

havealeadonwhodidthis.

Phila:I'llcallMphotogetonit.

Me:Iwanttogohome,toapeacefulhome

Nkosinathi.

Heknewwhatimeantbythat,hecalledMayito

geteveryonebacktothehotel,evenhisfamily.

Nkosi:Myfamilyisgoingbackhomebutthey'll

bethereforthefuneral.Mostpeoplehave

headedtotheirhomesbesidesourfriends.

Inoddedandwewenttothecar.Thebodies

willbetransportedtoJohannesburgandwillbe

ataMortuaryclosetohome.

Nkosi:We'llbeallgoingtoOrangeFarm

tomorrowmorning.

Inoddedandgotintothecarthenclosedmy

eyes

#Nkosi



I'veneverseenhersolostbefore.Itbreaksmy

heart,whenIsawhercrywithNomkitha.Ijust

couldn't,Ican'tseeherlikethat.Ithurtsme

deepdeepinside.Ineedtobestrongforher,

sheneedsmenowmorethanever.Ijustcan't

seeherlikethisandI'mveryworriedabouther

andthebaby.Iwillmakesurethatwhoeveris

behindthispays.Mywifewillneverbethe

sameagain,shewassoclosetoherparents.

Thiswillhitherhard.Shedidn'tcrywhenshe

sawherparents,that'showIjustknewshe'd

gone.There'sanewNayeandIdon'tlikeit.Her

notcryingwasjustasign,thatshe'llbottle

thingsupandallowangerandhatred.Ireally

don'tlikewherethisisgoing.I'mveryworried

abouther.WegothomeAndshewentstraight

toherroom

Siya:Wedidn'twanttoleavetillyoucameback.

Howisshe?

Me:Ireallydon'tknow,it'slikeshe'sjustdead.



Where'sEmihle?

Kamo:Inherroom,sheknowsthere's

somethingwrong.Nomkithaisasleeptoo,she

criedherselftosleep.

Zee:We'reofftoTongaat,we'lltakecareof

everything.Justtakecareofyourfamily.

Me:Thanksguys,keepmeposted

Bee:Willdo,don'tworry.Wewon'tdoany

shootingwithoutyou.

Nceba:We'llbeofftoOrangeFarmtomorrow

morning.Ithinkitsbestifweallthereandhelp

withthepreparations

Linda:Yes.Seeyoutomorrow.

WesaidourgoodbyesandIwenttoEmihle's

room

Me:Princess

Emi:Daddy,where'smommy?



Me:Come,let'sgotoherroom.Weneedtotalk

Icarriedherandwewenttomyroom.Naye

wassittingnexttothewindowlookingoutat

thelake.Itwasclear,likenothingwasthere.No

weddingdécor,nochairs.Nothing,everything

wasremoved.Itallhappenedsoquickly.

Emi:Mom

Shedidn'trespond.Idon'tthinksheevenheard

her,she'sjustlostandhersoulisdead,there's

onlyherflesh.Ikneelednexttoher,andheld

herhand.Ithinkthat'swhensherealizedthere

werepeopleinthesameroomasher.

Naye:Emihle

Emi:Mom

Naye:Weneedtotalktoyou.Mybaby,Idon't

evenknowhowtotellyouthis.

Me:Yourgrandparentshavepassedaway.

Emi:TheywenttoheavenlikeDaddy?



Me:Yes

Emi:I'llneverseethemagain

ShestartedcryingandNayestaredatherlike

shewasscaredtoeventouchher.Emihletried

holdingheryetshepushedheraway

Emi:Mommy

Me:Emihlecomehere,Momsnotfeelingwell

IheldEmihleandlethercry.Nayestoodupand

lockedherselfinthebathroom.Idon'tknow

whatamIgoingtodo,I'veneverseenherthis

way.She'sneglectingourdaughter,she's

pushingusaway.Emihleendedupfalling

asleepandIwenttoputherinherbed.And

wentbacktomywifewhohaslockedherselfup

inthebathroom.

Me:OpenthedoorNaye

Naye:Goaway.

Me:I'mnotgoingtodothat,I'mnotevengoing



toallowyoutodothistoyourself.Imightnot

knowhowitfeelstobeinyourshoesrightnow

butplease,don'tpushusaway.Youneedusas

muchasweneedyou.

Naye:WhatkindofamotheramI?Ican'teven

holdmybabyandcomforther.

Me:Iunderstandyou'reinpainandtraumabut

pleasedon'tpushheraway.Shedoesn'tneedto

bepunishedforthis,sheneedshermother.She

alsojustlosthergrandparentswhomshe

adored.

Naye:Whereisshenow?

Me:Shecriedherselftosleep.She'sinher

room

Naye:Idon'tknowwhattodoNkosinathi,Idon't

knowhowtofeel.

Me:Allowmetobehereforyouplease.Iknow

youjustfoundouttodayandyou'restillin

shockandthat'sunderstandable.Itsallstill



fresh,butpleasedon'tshutusout.

Sheopenedthedoorandshealmostfell.Itslike

shehasnoenergyatall.

Me:Igotyou.

Icarriedherandputheronthebed.

Me:I'llgomakeyousomethingtoeat.

Naye:I'mnothungry

Me:YouneedtoeatNaye.

Naye:You'rebossy

Me:Andyouloveme.

Ilaughedatherandwenttomakehera

sandwich.WhenIcamebackshewasholdinga

photoalbum.

Naye:Thankyou.

Isatnexttoherandfedher.Welookedatthe

photosandtheywerephotosofherfamilyand

parents.



Naye:Theymetwhenmymotherwas18,my

fatherwas23Mymotherwasrushingtocatch

abustoschoolbutthebuslefther.Myfather

sawherwhileshewaswalkingrunningafterthe

bus.Sosincehewasdrivinghisfather'scar,he

approachedherandwantedtogiveheraliftbut

myhotheadedmothersaidno.Whileshewas

walkingandtalkingtomydadwhowasstill

insistingshegetsinthecarorshe'llbelatefor

school.Shetrippedandfelltheninjuredher

knee,that'swhenmyfatherrushedtoherand

carriedherintothecaranddrovehertothe

hospital.Sheendedupmissingschool.

Me:That'scute,nowhowdidtheyendupbeing

together?

Naye:Myfatheralwaystookhertoschoolwhen

hewasaround.Hewasdoinghislastyearin

universitysohewasn'talwaysaround.My

motherdidn'twanttobedatingavarsityboy

whileshe'sdoingmatricsoshesaidthey



shouldwaitandtheydid.Myfatherfoundajob

inJohannesburg,fortunatelymymotherwas

alsoacceptedatUJsothat'showitallstarted

andthey'vebeentogethereversince.Ilooked

uptothem,theyweremyfavoritecoupleand

thebestparentsever.MymotherandIhadour

upsanddownsbecauseshedidn'tunderstand

meandIwasdifferent,sheoncetoldmethatI

challengedher.Itestedherparentalqualities,

whichissomethingIalwayslaughedat.We

weresoclose

Me:Youcanstillbeascloseasyouwere,they'll

bewatchingoveryou.Itwon'tbeasitusedto

bebutjustknowthey'llalwaysbebyyourside.

Naye:Ididn'tthinkI'dloosethemthissoon.

Nkosinathi,whoeverdidthisshouldpay.They

tookthemawayfromme.Weshouldbe

celebratingandlookingforwardtoourwedding

nightandhoneymoonbutwe'relayinghere,I've

lostmyparentsandwe'regoingtobeplanning



afuneral.Iguessit'struewhentheysayexpect

theunexpected.

Me:Iguessso,wecanstillhavethewedding

anothertime.Fornowwe'lljustfocusonthe

funeral,yougettingbetterandourfamily.

Naye:Andfindingwhodidthis.

Me:Yes,butpromisemeyou'llallowmetotake

careofthisbabe.Idon'twantyouholdingguns

whileyou'repregnant.

Naye:Ipromise.

Me:Iloveyoubabe

Naye:Iloveyoutoo.

IgotacallfromMpho

Me:Talktome

Mpho:We'renotgettinganystronglead.These

guysknewtherewerecamerasanddidn'teven

showtheirfaces.Plustheywerewearing

balaclavas.Ntokozomanagedtoseethe



numberplateofthecartheywereusing,we're

trackingitdown.

Me:Makesureyoufindit.Doanythingyouneed

todo.Bytomorrowmorningweshouldknow

whodidthisorhavestrongleadsMpho.

Mpho:Weworkingonit.Willyoucomehere?

Me:YesIwill.

Mpho:Okaywillseeyouthen.Bringsomefood

Me:Willdo.

IendedthecallandNayegavemeaninquisitive

look

Me:What?

Naye:Didtheyfindanything?

Me:Justthenumberplateofthecartheywere

driving.I'llgotheretonightandwe'llbeworking

allnight.Willyoubeokay?

Naye:Yes.I'llsleepwithEmihle.



Me:I'msureNomkithawillalsowanttojoinyou.

Let'sgomakesupper.

Naye:You'resayingthatsoconfidentallyyet

youcan'tevencook.

Me:You'llteachme,itwillgetmanythingsoff

yourmind.

Naye:Howdoyouknow?

Me:Ididmyresearch,nowcomewithme.

Naye:Carrymeplease

Me:Hahwhy?

Naye:Don'tevenask,youmademelikethis.

Me:Fine.

Shelaughedatme,itsgoodtohearherlaugh

butI'mstillveryworriedabouther.Shejustlost

herparentstoday,it'sallstillfreshandshe

won'tbeokayinstantly.Nayedealswith

situationsdifferently,hernotcryingisasign

thatshehasjustpushedawayallheremotions



andshe'llkeepthembottledupinside.Thatwill

leadhertonotbeingherself,topushusaway.

She'llendupneglectingourchildrenandherself.

Idon'twantthattohappen,Iwanthertoheal

andI'lldoeverythinginmypowertomakesure

thathappens.Westartedcooking,shewas

doingmostthingsandIwasjusthelping.

Nomkithacametojoinusandshewasjust

silent.Afterwefinishedcooking,Lwaziand

Lungeloarrived

Lwazi:Evening

WerepliedandLungelojustnodded,hewas

sober.TheybothjustlookedlostandIreallydo

notwishforthistohappentome.Younever

realizehowmuchitwillhurtorhowitwillbe

whenourparentsaren'taroundanymore.We

spenddaysjustnotwantingthemnexttous.

Teenagersnowdaysgrowandlockourselvesin

theirrooms,don'tlistentowhatourparentssay.

Themorewegrowisthemorewegetless



attachedtothem,butyouneverrealizehow

muchyou'llmissthattimeyouwastednot

wantingthemtobeinyourroomwithyouand

askyouaboutyourlife.I'veneverhadatight

bondwithbothmyparentsbutIwouldn'twant

thistohappen.Idon'tknowwhatI'dbewithout

them.

Lungelo:I'mgladtheydiedtogether,they

wouldn'thavebeenabletolivewithoutone

another.Dodo:Theywereattachedtogether.

Theydefinedtrueloveandwhatsoulmates

reallyare.Wehadlovingparents

Lwazi:Theytaughtushowtobelovingparents

to.Ialwaysseeourmotherinbothofyoulittle

sisters.Youdoeverythingthesamewayyetyou

different.

Wetalkedandtalkedaboutthemanditwas

goodforNayebecauseshetalkedmorebutshe

didn'tcryatall,evenwhenhersiblingscriedshe

juststoodthereandwatchedthemlikeshe



couldn'tevenseethatshewascrying.Igota

callfromMphoagain

Mpho:GETHEREIMMEDIATELY!

Me:Onmyway.

#NNBBF

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriendsof

friends

Let'sgetto630likes!

Pleaselikeandcomment

Insert35

Ifeelabitbetter,IfeelbetterbecauseI'vejust

acceptedthingsastheyareandbottleditall

inside.Ihavetobestrongformyfamily,my

daughterandmyunbornchild.Iwastruly

disappointedbyhowIbehavedwhenEmihle

neededme.Idon'tknowwhyIdidthatbutIjust

couldn'tholdher.Icouldn'tcomforther,Ididn't



knowwhattodo,Ididn'tevenknowwhatI'dsay

toher.IfeltsobadafterNkositookher,I

pushedawaymyownchild.Ifeelsobadabout

itandI'llmakeituptoher.Ineedtodothat

becausesheneedsme,sheneedsmeasmuch

asIneedher.Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatI'dbe

withoutNkosinathi,hehasreallybeengreat

help.Lastnightheleftinarushsayingheneeds

togotoHQ,hesentamessagelateatnight

tellingmehewon'tbeback.Hesaidhe'llcome

backearlyinthemorningsoheshouldbeon

hiswaynow.I'mstillinbedalone,justlooking

upattheceiling.Tearsjustfell,Idon'twantto

cry.Idon'twantanyonetoseemecry.Iwantto

bestrongandgetpassthis.Myparentshave

passedawayandI'llneverseethemagain,

that'sjustitandIhavetoacceptitandmoveon.

Asmuchasitwillbehard,itssomethingIneed

todo.That'swhattheywould'vealsowanted

metodo.Tomoveonwithmylifeandbehappy,

Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletoeverevenwishfora



whiteweddingagain.Ihatewhiteweddings,I

don'twanttoeverhaveone.Nkosinathiwilljust

havetounderstand,we'realreadymarriedand

I'musingMkhizesowedon'tneedawhite

weddingtoofficializethat.Ishouldsellmy

weddingdresses,Inevergottoevenwearthe

secondone.Idon'twanttoseethemeverytime

Iopenupmycloset,I'lljustsellthemorburn

themifnoonebuysthem.Emihleand

NomkithahavewenttopackEmihle'sclothes

andhavetheirbreakfast,I'mnothungrysoI'll

juststayinbed.I'mnotlookingforwardto

goinghome,I'llberemindedofeverythingabout

myparents.Itwillbesadandweirdwithout

themthere.Ijustwishallofthiswasover.

Nkosinathiwalkedinlookingveryhorrible,he's

eyeswereredanditshowshehasn'tsleptand

heisverytired.Hecametomeandkissedmy

foreheadthenwentstraighttothebathroom.

He'stakingashower,Itookoffmyclothesand

wenttojoinhim.HewassilentandIwasn't



evengoingtosayanything,thisiswhatIneed,I

needsilence.Iheldhimandlaidonhischest

andclosedmyeyeswhilehotwaterfellonto

ourbodies,itwassoothing.Iheldmetightly

andwekissed.Wemadeloveslowlyand

passionately.Hewascarefulnottohurtmeor

letmeslipandfall.Hehandlesmelikeafragile

glasscarefulnottoletmefall.Afterourlove

makingsessionwewashedourbodiesandgot

outtheshower.Hecarriedmetothebedand

dressedmeup,you'dswearI'mjustasmallfive

yearoldtohim.

Nkosi:Haveyoueaten?

Me:No.

Nkosi:Let'sgohavebreakfast.

Me:ButI'mnothungry

Nkosi:Idon'trememberaskingyouthat.

There'snoarguingwithhim.Wewent

downstairsforbreakfastandEmihle,Nomkitha,



LwaziandLungelowerewatchingTVatthe

lounge,IwenttojointhemwhileNkosidished

upformeinthekitchen.

Lwazi:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfine,Emihlecomesitnexttomommy.

Emihle:Oh,noI'mokayheremom.

Shedoesn'tevenwanttositnexttome,she

neversaysnotothat.Imusthavereallyhurther

yesterday,shedoesgethurtreallyeasily.

Nkosi:Emihle,comesitnexttoyourmother.

Emihle:Butdad,she..

Nkosi:Emihle.

Shestoodupandcametositnexttome.Nkosi

gavememyfoodandsatacrossus.

Me:Emihle,I'msosorryaboutwhatIdid

yesterday.

Emi:It'sokaymom.Iunderstand



Me:Ididn'tmeanto,I'mreallysorry.Ijustdidn't

evenknowwhattodo,Iwasn'tthinkingstraight.

Emi:Iunderstand.

Shekissedmycheekandweatemyfood

together.

Lungelo:Weshouldleavein30minsoranhour

fromnow.Wehavealottodowhenweget

home.

Me:I'mready,wecanleavein30mins.

Emihlewenttoputthedishesinthekitchen.

Nkosi:CanItalktoyoubabe?

Me:Yeahsure.

Wewenttoourroomandsatonthecouch.

Nkosi:Iwon'tbeabletogotoJo'burgwithyou

today.We'llflytherefirstthingtomorrow

morning,wehavelotsofthingstodealwith

beforewego.



Me:Youandtheguys?What'sgoingon?

Nkosi:Yes,ZandyandKamowillremainbehind

withus.There'snothingmuchgoingon,westill

workingonit.I'llcallyouwhenwefindout

what'sgoingonandupdateyou.

Me:Don'tdoanythingtothesepeopleifyou

findthemuntilIseethem.

Nkosi:Why?

Me:Ineedtoseethemanddealwiththemmy

ownway

Nkosi:IsaidI'lltakecareofitNaye

Me:Pleasejustdothisonethingforme

Nkosinathi.

Nkosi:I'llthinkaboutit.

Me:Thankyou.We'llgetgoingthen.

Nkosi:IloveyouNokukhanya

Me:Iloveyoutoo.



Wekissedandtookmybags.Lwaziwillbe

drivingandwe'reabouttoleave.

Nkosi:I'llcallEmihle'sschoolandtellthemshe

won'tbecomingforthenextweek.

Me:Okaythankyou.Takecare,makesureyou

eattonightandgetsomerest.

Nkosi:YesIwill.

Wesaidourgoodbyesandweleft.

#Nkosi

I'veneverbeenasconfusedandtiredasIam

rightnow.We'venevergotsuchadifficultcase

toworkwithit.WhenMphocalledmelastnight

IleftimmediatelyandgottoHQ.Weworkedall

nightlongandwe'restillatit.

Athi:Ijustdon'tbelievethis,shewouldnever

everdothattoNaye

Me:Metoo.Sheknowsthepainofloosinga



parent,shelostherfatheratayoungage.Her

lifehasbeenhard.

I'veneverseenMphosoangryandhurtbefore.

Heliterallyhasn'tsaidanywordsinceevery

evidencewehavelinkstoZandy.Wegotthe

guysthatwerehiredtokill.Theyarestillso

persistentonthattheywerehiredbyZandile,

thatsheistheonebehindallofthis.Whichjust

can'tbetrue.

Lubah:Theyareontheirway.

Mpho:I'mgoinghome.

Bonga:Youwon'tdothat.You'llstayhere.

Lyanda:WeallknowthatZandiledidn'tdothis

andshe'llbeveryhurtthatyou'renothere

Phila:She'llthinkyoubelievethatshedidit.

Mpho:I'mjustsoangryrightbowandIhonestly

don'tknowwhatfor

Me:Don'tbe,youdon'twanttohurther.You'll



ruinyourchancesandknowingZandy,she

won'tlookback.

Danny:He'srightman.Let'sjustwaitforherto

gethereandwe'llgettothebottomofthis

beforeweleaveforJHBtomorrow.Thabo's

phoneranganditwasKamotellinghimtoopen

upforthem.Theywalkedinwithtakeaway

bagsfromNandos.

Zandy:MrsMkhizesaidweshouldfreeyouall

beforewework.

Phila:Thankyouverymuch,I'mveryhungry.

Bonga:Iwasn'thungrybutsincethere'sfoodI'll

eat

Kamo:WhydoyoulooksogrumpyMpho?

Mpho:I'mjustabittiredandhungry.Youguys

arelifesavers

Athi:He'sbeengoingonandonaboutmissing

youZandysohe'llbebettersinceyou'rehere.



Shejustsmiledanddishedupforus.She'd

reallybeheartbrokenifMphoreallybelievedits

her.Zandyishardcorebutnotcoldhearted

she'dneverkillNaye'sparents.Afterwe

finishedeatingwewashedourhandsandwent

straighttobusiness

Kamo:Sowhat'sup?

Athi:SowefoundtheguysthatkilledMrand

MrsKhoza,wequestionedthembecausethose

guyswouldntjustwakeupandgokillthem,

theydon'tevenknowthem.

Danny:Wefiguredthattherehastobe

someonebehindthis,someonewhohiredthem

tokill.

Me:Wegavethemafewpuncheshereand

there,tookoutsomefingersandtheytoldus

whohiredthem.

Zandy:Who?Weshouldbekillingthatidiotright

now!



Lyanda:Problemis,wecan'tkillyou.

Zandy:Woahwoahwoah.Waitaminute,Me?

AsinZandileCourtneyZungu?

Mpho:YoursecondnameisCourtney?Wow,

beautifulname.

Athi:Andthenhefallsdeeplyinlovewithyou.

WelaughedbutZandydidn't,shewasfurious

Zandy:Whatthehellareyouguystellingme?

Phila:Theysayingitsyouwhohiredthem.All

theircallsthattheymadeweretoyou,the

numberisregisteredbyyournameandID,

everythingjustleadstoyou.

Zandy:Thisisbullshit!

Kamo:Thisisasetup,allofthisisbeing

pinnedtoZandyonpurpose.

Me:Whichmeansthatthepersonwhoisdoing

thisissomeonewhoreallyknowswhatthey

doingandisaroundus.



Jabu:Theyhaveareasonandmotive.Naye's

parentsmightnotbetheonlypeoplethatdie.I

thinkweshouldputupsecurityatOrangeFarm,

justtomakesurethateveryone'ssafebecause

wedon'tknowwho'scomingforusandwhat

theywant.Zandywaslookingdownandshe

wascryingsilently,Zandilenevercries.This

reallyhitherhard.Mphowenttoherandheld

her.

Zandy:We'regoingtofindthispeopleandmake

suretheydieaslowpainfuldeath!Abulletwill

killthemeasily

Mpho:We'lltakecareofthisZandy,Idon'twant

youtokillanyone.

Zandilewon'tunderstandwhenMphosaysthis.

Wedon'twantthemtokillagain,wedon'twant

themtohavebloodontheirhands.Everything

willbelefttousrightnow.Westilltryingto

comeupwithawaytotellthistothem,wewant

themtostopworkingforRazor.Itwillbehard



becausethishasbeentheirlifeforyearsnow

butthey'lljusthavetounderstand.Wecan't

haveourwiveslivesatriskatalltimes.YesIdid

sayourwives,don'tworryaboutthesestubborn

bachelorsthey'llgetmarriedtothesestubborn

bachelorettes.Thatwastheinitialplanfromthe

veryfirsttimewerealizedwe'reinlovewith

eachofthesegirls.Theywereheavenlysent.

Zandy:Youguysaresayingthatnumberwas

registeredinmyIDnumber?

Mpho:YesmyCourtney

Zandy:Don'tcallmebythatname.Showmethe

IDnumber

Me:Comethisside.Thesearethedetails.

I'veneverseenZandysoangry,it'ssurprising

thatshecanactuallybeangry.She'salways

bubblyandlaughing.

Zandy:Thispersonreallydugdeep



Lubah:Whatdoyoumean?

Zandy:NooneknowsmyrealIDnumber

besideshomeaffairsandme.Notevenmy

mother.Butthispersonknowsitandhasused

itexactly.Theseareallmyrealrealdetails

Athi:Youhaverealandunrealdetails?

Zandy:Youcansayso.ZeeandIhavethose.

Zeedoeshaveachipburiedsomewhereinher

body.Westillhavepeoplelookingforus

somewhere.Wecan'tbeknown

Kamo:Thatmeansthatwhoeverisbehindthis

mightknowaboutyourfakeidentities.

Me:Itcan'tbethepeoplewhoareafteryouand

Zee,theywouldn'tjustaimonkillingNaye's

parents.Theymighthavestartedwithyour

familyorgostraighttoyou.

Lyanda:Thisissoconfusing.LikeI'mfeeling

reallydumbrightnow.



Jabu:ThisissomeonewhoisagainstNaye,

someonewhowantstoseehersufferand

someonewhoknowsthatherparentswerevery

specialtoher.Itssomeoneontheinside,we

justneedtofigureoutwhoitisandgetthose

idiotstalking

Me:We'rebacktosquareone

Athi:Questionis,whowouldhateNayeso

muchthathe/shewoulddosuchadrasticthing.

Zandy:Iwanttoseethoseguysnow.

Phila:Followme

Theywentintothesolitaryroomandweheard

gunshotsandscreaming.Weranthereand

Zandyshotthoseguysfeet

Mpho:Whydidyoudothat?

Zandy:Afewpuncheswon'tgetthemtotalk.

Nowstarttalkingoryou'lllooseyourarms.

Guy1:Wehavenothingelsetosay.Tellthem



thetruth,youknowyouhiredus.

Kamo:Bullshit!Whohiredyou?

Guy2:ZandileZungu

Me:Youreallyshouldstarttalkingthetruthand

we'llletyougo.Orifyoudon'ttalk,youdie.

Guy1:ItsZandy,weevenhavecellphone

records.

Zandy:Whatcellphonerecords?Givemeyour

phone

Thabotookoutthephonesandwelockedthe

solitaryroomandwentbacktotheoffice.

Kamo:Playtherecord.

Theconversationwasbetweenoneofthese

guyshisnameisGush,whatkindofnameis

that?TheyweretalkingtoZandyanditwas

reallyZandile'svoice.Thisisconcreteevidence

thatZandyorderedthekillingbutitsjustnot

addingup.Whywouldshedothis?Istillreally



believethatitisalljustasetup.

Mpho:ExplainthisZandile!

Zandy:ExplainwhatMpho?Ididn'tdothis!And

youofallpeopleshouldknowIdidn'tdothis.II

knowthatthisissoundsexactlylikemyvoice

butIreallydon'tknowtheseguys.Ididn'tdo

this

Danny:Weknowyoudidn'tdothis

Zandy.Everythingisjustconfusingrightnow.Its

allhardonMphotoo.It'shardonallofus.

Phila:Ithinkweshouldjustalltakeabreak.

Justsitandclearourheads.

Kamo:Wehavenotimetobetakingbreaks.

Zandytakeyourcarkeys,we'llbebackintwo

hours.

Me:Wherearegoing?

Kamo:You'llfindoutwhenwe'reback.

Bonga:Besafe.



Theytooktheirbagsandleft

Athi:Remindme,howdidwesaywe'regoingto

tellthemtotheforce?

Lyanda:Ihavenoclue.

Me:It'sgoingtobetough.Letmecallmywife.

Mpho:I'mgoingtogetsomesleep.Wakeme

upwhentheyareback.

Mphoisreallytakingthishard,I'msureheis

hurtandscaredofwhathewoulddotoZandyif

it'sreallyher.He'dreallybeheartbrokenandhe

wouldbebacktohiscruelself.Heisoneofthe

guysthatIrespectandlookupto.Hehas

survivedtheworst.Thiswouldreallykillhim

andwouldbehisbreakingpoint.Iwon'ttell

Nayeaboutallthatwe'vefound.She'dliterally

looseitanddrivehererightnow.Sheneedsto

focusonthefuneral.Ihopeeverythingwillgo

well.

Me:Nokukhanyawam.



Naye:Nkosinathiwam...
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#Nolu

Damnit!Damnit!Damnit!Thosetwoidiots!

Theysaidtheywereprofessionals,theycame

highlyrecommendedbuttheymessedupone

simplejob.Themotherwasn'tsupposedtodie.

Butshegotinthewaysotherewasnothing

anyonecoulddo,shehadtobekilledtoo.That's

justdoublethepainforNaye,thatmakesme

happier.PoorNaye!Ifeelsosorryforher,boy

whoamIkidding?I'mthehappiestwomanon

Earth.Whodoesshethinksheis?Thatshe'llbe



happilymarriedwithmyhusband?No,that

won'thappenwhileI'malive.FornowIcan'tget

straighttoherbuteventuallyIwill.Pinningall

thistoZandilewasagoodidea,itwilldestroy

theircircleoffriendship.Itwillbreaktheirtrust

foreachother,I'msurethatZandilebitchis

deadbynow.Nkosinathiismineandwillbe

mineonlyafterI'mdonewiththatspoiltbratof

awife.He'llcomebackcryingtomeandI'llbe

theretocomforthimandhe'llfindloveinme,

thanwemakelove,Igetpregnantandgivehim

aRoyalHeir.He'llcompletelyforgetaboutNaye,

I'llmakesureofthat.I'monmywaytoOrange

Farm,I'llgetthereandactlikealovingsister

wife.She'llneversuspectitsme,she'stookind

andherkindnessblindsher.Thattomeasa

hugeadvantageandI'lluseitasmuchasIcan.

#Naye

Beingathome,withallthesefamilymembers



andothersthatIdon'tevenknowissuffocating

especiallysinceeveryoneisjustcrying.Haven't

theycriedenoughalready?I'vejustlocked

myselfinmyroomwithmydaughterthough

shealsoleavesmehereandgoestoplaywith

hercousins.Nomkithahasbeencominginto

makesurethatI'veeatenandshehasasmall

conversationwithme.Myfriendshavealso

triedtogetmeoutofmyroombutIjustcan't.I

haven'tsteppedintomyparentsroomandI

havemadesurethatLwazikeepsitlocked,I

don'twantanyonegoingintherebesidesus,by

usImeanmysiblingsandI.LungeloandLwazi

havebeenverybusy,theyaretheonesthat

shouldmakesuremyfathershousestillstands

andIthinkLungeloisnowrealizingthathe

needstosettledownandstopbeingthe

fuckboythatheis,andstarttakinglifeseriously.

Hehasn'ttouchedanyalcoholsincewegot

hereandthat'sreallyagoodthing.Therewasa

knockonthedoorandIjustignoredit.Idon't



wantanyoneinhere.Therewasaknockagain,

itwaslouderthistime.Argh!IdidsayIwantto

bealone.MaybeIshould'veputa"Don't

Disturb"signonthedoor.Iopenedupandit

wasNkosinathi.Ithrewmyselfathimandhe

heldmetightlyandkissedmyforehead.I

tiptoedsohecouldkissmylipsbutinsteadhe

carriedmeandwelockedthedoorandwe

kissed.

Nkosi:I'vemissedyou

Me:I'vemissedyoutoo.Ididn'tknowyou'dbe

herethisearly

Nkosi:WeleftDurbanat4am.Ihearyou've

lockedyourselfinheresinceyesterday.

Me:Yes,Ijustwantedtobealone.

Nkosi:Nayeyouneedtocomegetoutofthis

room.Eventhecurtainsareclosed.Itsjustdark

andstuffy

ReallyNkosinathi!Iwould'veopenedthe



curtainsifIwantedto.Heopenedthecurtains

andwindows

Me:Youdidthatwhenyoucameintomyroom

whenIwassick.Thedayyouwereacting

weirdly

Nkosi:IjustrealizedhowmuchIneededyouin

mylifeandIcouldn'tkeepitallinsideofme

anymore.

Me:Youtoldmeyoulovemeandjustleft

withoutevengivingmeachancetotellyouhow

Ifeel.

Nkosi:Iwasafraidofrejection.Icouldn'tgo

throughthatagain.ButnowIhaveyouandI'm

happy,you'reallI'veeverneededandwanted.I

loveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:Nowcome,you'regoingtohave

breakfastatthelounge.Youneedtogetoutof

thisroomandseepeople.



Me:CanIeatinhere?

Nkosi:No.Where'sEmihle?

Me:ShewentoutsidewithhercousinsandI

don'tknowwheretheyare.

Wegotouttheroomanditseemedasifmy

sisterswererelievedtoseemegetoutthis

room

Lebo:IknewNkosinathiwillbeabletogetyou

outofthere.Comeeat

Me:Itsmellsgood.

Nkosi:I'llleavehertoyouladies.I'mgoingto

lookforEmihle

Kamo:TheyareatthebackyardwithMphoand

Bonga.

Nkosi:Okaythankyou.

HewentoutandIwasleftwithmyfriends,

sistersandaunts.



AuntBoh:Heisaverygoodhusband.Wehave

noworrybecauseweknowyou'reingood

hands.Benathiisalsoawonderfulhusband,

yourfatherknewhedidagoodjobbyallowing

youtomarrythesewonderfulmen.Heknows

you'reingoodhands,there'snothingheloved

morethanhe'schildren.

BenathiisNomkitha'shusband.Myauntisright,

myfatherwould'veneverjustallowedusto

marryofftoamanhedoesn'ttrust.Wesatin

silenceandtheyeachtalkedandtalkedabout

myparents.We'regoingtohave"Umlindelo"

nightvigil,tonightandthefuneralistomorrow.

Wewerealljustchillingandtalkingwhentwo

policevansparkedatthegateandmybrothers,

NkosiandLubahwenttothem.Theywere

speakinganditseemedtobeanargument.We

steppedoutsideastheycamecloser.

Police:We'relookingforMsZandileZungu

Zandy:That'smeofficer.Don'tworryIknowthe



procedure

Me:What'sgoingonhere!?

Zandy:Don'tworryNaye,I'llbefine.They'll

explaineverythingtoyou.

Mpho:Lethergo!

Police2:MsZandileZungu,you'reunderarrest

forthemurderofMrandMrsKhoza.Youhave

therighttocontactyourlawyer,ifyoudon't

haveonethestatewillprovideyouwithone.

Remainsilent,everythingyousaycanbeused

againstyouinthecourtoflaw.Takeheraway

Me:Don'tholdherlikethat!Cansomeone

pleaseexplainwhatthehellisgoingon!

Zandy:IloveyouNaye.

Tearsjustfellfrommycheeks.Thiscan'tbe,

Zandywouldnevereverkillmyparents.How

canthishappen?Mphowasveryangry.They

gotintheircarsanddroveoff



Nkosi:Kamowillexplaineverythingtoyouguys.

We'llbeback.Hekissedmyforeheadandleft

mestandingthere.Icouldn'tstopmytearsand

Nangomsoheldmethanwewalkedbacktothe

house.Wewenttomyroomandwelocked

Zee:Kamo,startexplainingplease.I'mso

confused.

Me:Metoo

Kamo:Listenandlistenattentively.Theperson

whodidthishaspinnedeverythingtoZandy.

WeallknowZandywouldn'tdothisandshe

didn'tdoitatall.Wefoundtheguyswhoshot

yourparentsandtheystickingtothestoryof

thatZandyhiredthem.Theygotaholdof

Zandy'strueIDnumberandregistereda

numberwithit.Theymadecellphonerecords

whichhaveZandy'svoiceplottingthisincident.

Nowlistentothis.

Shemadeuslistentoacallwhichwasrecorded.



ItwasexactlyZandy'svoice

Lebo:Couldshebebehindallthis?

Sneh:Never.

Kamo:Wewenttoanoldfriendofminewho

assistedusandyepthisrecordwascreatedbut

wecan'tfindwhocreatedit.Whoeverisbehind

thisknowsexactlywhathe/she'sdoingandhas

allhascoveredupeverything.Theyhaven'teven

madeanymistakeandwecannottracethem.

Phelo:Thisisserious

Bee:WhywouldtheypinitonZandy?

Ntoko:Itseithersomeoneweknowandhas

somethingagainstallofus.EspeciallyNaye

andZandy

Nceba:Sorrythismightbestupidorsomething

butI'mjustsuspecting.Don'tyouthinkthe

personbehindthisisN.......Shewascutoffmy

Noluthandowalkingin.



Nolu:OohfinallyIfindyouall!I'vebeenlooking

foryou.Havingagirlsmeetingwithoutme?

Kamo:HellotoyoutooNolu.

Nolu:ItriedtogethereasearlyasIcouldbut

thetrafficwasreallytight!HowareyouNaye?

Me:I'mgood

Nolu:Isee,andNomkitha?I'msosorryforyour

loss.Ididn'tgettotalktoyouallonthatday

becauseIwassobusycancelingthewedding

andexplainingtopeople.

Me:Itsokay,Andthankyouforeverything

you'vedone.

Nolu:That'swhatI'mherefor.I'veorganized

flowersfortomorrowandthecateringteamtoo.

Shehasn'tshutupeversinceshegotintothis

room.Sincewhenisshesobubbly?Itsactually

veryveryannoying.

Nolu:Youguysseemtense,didIdisturb



something?

Zee:No

Withthatsaidshestoodupandleftsodidthe

others.Ifollowedthemtooandwewereall

cookingatthekitchen.That'sthethingwith

familygatherings,weddings,ceremoniesand

funerals.Youcookalldaylongandeveryday.

Fullmealforbreakfast,lunchandsupper.

Dishes,dishes,dishesandcleaningallthetime.

Itsalljustsoexhausting.

Emihle:Mommy,I'mhungry.

Me:OkaygocallalltheotherkidsandI'llmake

sandwichesforyou.

Emihle:Canwehaveburgers?

Siya:Okay.You'llhavetowaitabit.

Emihle:Thankyou.

Ngamso:Let'sgo,I'lldrive.

TheyleftandIalsotoldthemtobuymeKFC



dunckedwings.

Nolu:WhereisZandy?Ihaven'tseenhersinceI

gothere.

Me:Shewasarrested

Nolu:What!

Lebo:Youheardher,don'tactsurprised.I'mout

ofhere.

Belinda:Soyousayyou'realawyer?

Nolu:Yes

Belinda:Whatarethechancesofsomeone

gettingoutofjailwhenshe'sfalselyaccused

butalltheevidencepointstoher?

Nolu:That'saveryhardcaseespeciallyifthe

evidenceisaccurateandpointsexactlytoher.

Therearesmallchancesofthatpersonnot

gettingsentenced.

Ntoko:Ihearyou'rethebestlawyerin

Langelihle?



Nolu:Yes.

Ntoko:Smart.Wellyousittingwiththebest

lawyersKZN.

Thisisabouttobecomeacourtroom,Ntokozo

isalawyersoisSnehandBonga.Wehave

stronglawyersandthey'lldealwiththis.

Nolu:Maybewemightmeetonedayincourt.

Sneh:Definately

IgotacallfromNkosinathi

Me:Babe,what'sgoingon?

Nkosi:Itsbadbabe,we'llcomebackabitlater

thanexpected.

Me:Howdidtheyfindoutaboutallthis?

Nkosi:Idon'tknow.Mphoisreallyloosingit

here.Callyoulaterbye.

Me:Takecare.

Hehadalreadydroppedthecall.I'veneverbeen



sofrustratedandconfused.

Me:Mphoisloosinghismind.

Bee:I'msureitsreallyhardonhim.

SiyaandNangamsocamebackandwegave

thekidstheirfood.

Aunty:Nomkitha,Nayeyouneedtositbythe

mattress.

Dodo:Auntyissohotinthatroom.Itstoomuch

forNaye.We'llcometherewhenthevigilstarts.

Aunty:Youkidsoftoday.Whereareyour

brothers?

Me:Theyleftwithmyhusband.

Aunty:Idon'twanttoseethatgirlinthishouse.

Howdoesshesitandlaughwithusyetshe

killedmybrother!

Lebo:Auntyshedidn'tkillthem

Aunty:There'snosuch!Idon'twantherhere.



ShestormedoutandIwasjustsoirritated.I

justatemywingsandshutmymouth.Idon't

wantnodrama.

Phelo:Thechurchisready,thanksforthe

flowersNolu.

Nolu:Mypleasure

Ngamso:Ithinkeverythingisreadyfor

tomorrow.

Me:Dodo,allthesepeoplewillbegoneafterthe

funeral?

Dodo:Mostofthem.Idon'tthinkAuntPamand

Bohwillgothough.IgotacallfromDad's

lawyer.He'llcomeafterthefuneralsowehave

tostayabitlongerhere.

Me:Thishouseissuffocatingwithallthese

peoplehere.Ican'tevenhavemyownspace

Lebo:There'snospaceatall.

Belinda:There'sahotelthatsbeenbooked,we'll



sleepthere.

Me:Whydidn'twethinkofthatyesterday?

Sneh:Wedidn'tknowthere'dbesomany

peoplehere.

Phelo:Idon'tevenknowmostpeoplewhoare

here.Wewerestilljustchattingwhenwewere

caughtbyasurprise.TheKingishere,Iwasn't

toldhewascoming.Mayiwasthefirsttowalk

in.

Mayi:SawbonaPhelokazi(HelloPhelokazi)

Phelolookeddownandsmiled

Zee:Areyougoingtorespond?

Phelolaughedandresponded.I'mnoteven

properlydressed.Irantomyroomtoputona

pairofleggingsbecauseI'mwearingashort

dress.Ialreadydohaveadoekovermyhead.I

tookoneforNoluandthrewitatherandshe

quicklyputiton.LuckilytheKingwasstill



talkingtotomyunclesoutsidesowegottime

tofixourselves.Hewalkedinandwebowed

downtoshowourrespectsandgreeting.

King:Youmayrisemydaughters.Theyallrose

besidesmeandeveryonelookedatme.

Me:Help,please.Theylaughedatmeand

Ncebahelpedmeup.

MaQ:Ohmybaby,youshouldstopbowing

downnow.How'smygranddaughter?

Me:She'sokayma.

LusandaandIsiphilearealsohere.TheKing

andQueenwenttositwiththeeldersatthe

loungeandweweresittingatthekitchen

havingbiscuitsandjuice,somewerehavingtea.

Wesatattherightplacebecauseweseeall

carsthatarecomingin.Anothercardrovein

anditwasBrian(Phila'sbrother)andSiya's

mom.Anothercarfollowedandtherewere

threeotherwoman.



Me:Doyouknowthem?

Siya:It'sBonga'smom,Lubah'smomand

Danny'smom.

Me:Wow,theycame.Iwasn'texpectingthat,I

don'tevenknowthem.

Zee:TheshortoneisDanny'smomright?

Siya:Yes

Welaughedathownervousshelookedand

welcomedthemin.Itwasaround7pmandthe

umlindelowasabouttostart.ItextedNkosiand

hesaidtheyareontheirwayback.Afewpeople

spokeandaftersometime,theywalkedin

withoutZandy.Ilookedovertomyfriendsand

theywerealsoconfused.

Me:Excuseme.

IcalledNkosiandtheyallfollowedmetothe

backroom.

Me:WhereisZandy?



Bonga:Prisoncell,wecan'tgetherout.

Mpho:Theevidence,theevidencemust

disappearsowecangetherout.She'llappear

incourtinafewdays.

Me:Thisismessedup.

Sneh:She'llbeout.We'llmakesureofthat.

Let'sgoback,peopleareaskingquestionsnow

andwedon'twanttoseemasifwe're

disrespectful.

Me:Howisshe?

Athi:She'sstrong.She'sreallystrong.

Mpho:Itslikenothingshappening,likeshe's

finewithbeinginjail.

Nkosi:She'sreallytough.Shesaidifstayingin

jailforlifewillproveherinnocencethanshewill

staythere.

Me:Don'ttellmeshewantstopleadguilty.

Jabu:Shewon't.



Wesatinsilenceforawhileandwentbackto

themainhouse.Justseeingtheirpicturesthere

mademyheartsoreandallthestorieseveryone

wastellingaboutmyparentsandNomkitha's

criesjustmademyheartsore,Iwantedtobe

strongbutIcouldn't.Itsalljusttoomuchto

handle.Iletthemflow,Icriedandletitallout.

NkosinathiwasholdingmetightlybutIjust

couldn't.Iwantmyparentsback!IwantZandile

back!Iwantmylifebacktonormal!Iwishthis

wasalljustadream.Cansomeonepleasetell

meitsalladream.
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Today'sthedaywelaymyparentstorest.

Todayisthedaywesayourfinalgoodbyes.I'm

feelingbettertodaythanIhavefeltinalong

time.CryingmakesmefeelbetterandI've

healed.IleftwithNkosinathiandwenttosleep

athishotelroom.Emihledidn'twanttocome

withusbecauseshewantedtostaybehindwith

Nomkitha'schildrenandmoreofhercousins.

Manypeoplestartedcomingyesterdayand

peopleIdidn'tthinkwouldbehere.Somecame

andtheyweremymother'shighschoolfriends

andsomewereherclassmates.Thefuneralwill

bepackedtodayandhonestly,whatLwazihad

saidwasreallytrue.Itsgoodthattheydied

together.Myfatherwould'veneverbeenableto

livewithoutmymotherandmymotherwould've

neverbeenabletolivewithoutmyfather.It

wouldhavehurtmoreandbemuchmore

painfultoseeoneofthemsufferandbehurt

forloosingtheother,theirlifepartner.Tilldeath

dothemapart,theystucktotheirvows.I'm



happyandIknowthey'llbewatchingoverme.

Lebo:Weshouldgetgoing.

Me:I'mrightbehindyou.

Iworemyshoesandtookmybag.Nkosiand

theguyshadalreadyleftearlybeforeIeven

wokeup.Beewasdrivinganditwassilenttill

wegottochurch.

Phelo:You'reintrouble

Me:Why?

Lebo:Nkosiislookingatthestilettosyou're

wearing.

Me:Nkosiwilljusthavetostopbeing

controlling,justfortoday.

Siya:He'scominghere.

Wewatchedhimashewalkedtousandhe

greetedandweresponded.Iavoidedeye

contactwithhimandhejustlaughedatme.



Nkosi:I'mgivingyoujusttwohoursandyou'll

takethemoff.

Me:YesSir.

Hekissedmeandwewalkedtothechurch,

whilewewerewalkingtotheentrance.Police

vanscameandZandycameout.Shewas

dressesforthefuneralyetshewashandcuffed.

Seeingherlikethisjustmakesmecry.Mpho

rantoherbutthepolicestoppedhim.Hewas

soangryheendeduppunchingonepolice

officer.

Zandy:StopMpho.

Me:Justremovethehandcuffsplease.

Police:WecannotdothatMam.

Zandy:I'mokaywiththeseonNaye.Let'sget

insideorwe'llbelate.

She'savoidingeyecontactwithmostofus,

she'stryingtobestrongbutshe'snot.Thisis



toomuchformetotakein.Wegotinsidethe

churchandwenttoseatdown

AuntBoh:Whatisshedoinghere?She'scome

tofinishusalloff!Getoutyoumurderer!

Me:Aunty!Youwillnotspeaktoherthatway!

Sheisnotgoinganywhereandsheisno

murderer.

Nkosi:Let'salljustcalmdownandburythemin

peace

Uncle:Thisfuneralwillnotgoonwithherin

here.Shemustleave

Dodo:Youhavenoright!

Zandy:It'sokayNomkitha,I'llleave.Restin

peaceMrandMrsKhoza.Youwerelikemy

otherparentsandMrKhozawasthefatherI

neverhad.I'llalwaysloveyou.Withthatsaid

sheturnedandleft.Itookoffmyshoesandran

afterher.



Me:Zandy

Zandy:ItsallokayNaye!Justgo,Idon'twant

youtoseemelikethis.

Me:ButZandile

Zandy:Leave!

Sneh:You'llbeoutbytodayZandile.Justhang

inthere.

IcriedsohardandNkosiheldme.Ican'tdeal

withallthisanymore.Mpho,NtokozoandSneh

followedthepolice.Mphowasdrivinglikea

crazyperson.Wegotbackinsideandthe

funeralcontinued.

Me:Ihatewhat'sgoingon

Nkosi:Itwillbeoversoon,trustme.

Thefuneralwentonandonanditwastimefor

ustogospeak.Westoodonorderfromfirst

borntolastandeachofusspoke.Icouldn't

stopcrying.Lwaziheldmeanditwasmyturn



tospeak.

Me:Mom,Dad,youleftusunexpected.They

tookyourlivesbeforetime.Onadaythatwas

meanttobemyspecialday,thedaywewereall

lookingforwardtoandhavedreamtofsinceI

wasyoung.We'vealwaysbeenaclosefamily

andthatwillalwaysremainthesame.Weknow

you'relookingoveratusandwe'llmakeyou

proud.I'lldefinitelymissyou,homewillneverbe

thesamewithoutyouguys.We'llcontinueto

respectyouandfollowyourteachings.Thank

youforbeingthewonderfulparentsthatyou've

beentous.Weloveyou,mayyoursoulsrestin

peace.Lungelosangmyfather'sfavoritesong,

"IntandoEmnandi"byBenjaminDube.The

congregationstoodandweallsangwhileIwas

walkingbacktomyseat.Theservicecontinued

andwewerenowgettingreadytogotothe

cemeterywhenMpho'scardrobebackin.They

cameoutandZandywasalsotherewithout



habdcuffsthistime.

Me:Zandy

Zandy:Naye

Westoodlookingateachotherforawhileand

wehugged.Wehuggedforalongtimeand

endedupcryingtogether

Zandy:IloveyouNaye,I'dnevereverkillyour

parents.

Me:Iknowyou'dneverdothat.Iloveyoutoo

Zandy.I'msorryforallthatyouhadtogo

through.Spendinganightinjailmusthavebeen

torture

Zandy:(Laughs)Itwasactuallyokay,Imadea

fewfriendsandannoyedtheguards,itwasfun.

Dodo:OnlyZandywouldgotojailandhavefun

Danny:She'soneofakind.

Lwazi:Itsgoodtohaveyouback.Wemustget

goingguys.



Nkosi:He'sright.

Wegotintoourcarsanddrovetothecemetery,

thoughNkosiwasdrivinginthecarI'min.He

hasneverallowedmetodrivesincehefound

outI'mpregnant.ButIhavedrivensecretly,

whathedoesn'tknowwon'tkillhimright?We

gottothecemeteryandeverythingwasset.The

pastorspokeafewwordsandwewerenow

goingtoputsand.Myunclesstarted,thanmy

auntiesanditwasnowourturn.Icouldn'teven

walkproperly,Icouldn'tstopthetears.Ican't

believethatthisismylastgoodbyetomy

parents.Itookthesand

Me:RestinpeaceHlase.

IwentbacktomyseatandEmihlehuggedme.

ThepriestspokethelastwordsandIjust

couldn'tbelieveit.Theyaregone,justlikethat.

It'sallover,noitcan'tbe!Itcan'tbe!

Me:Mom!!!Dad!!!



Iscreamedbuttheycouldn'thearme.They

needtocomebacktome,Irefusetoaccept

thatit'salltrue.

Nkosi:CalmdownNaye.Naye!

IwaswalkingbutIdon'tknowwhereto.Ifelt

myheadspinningandIwasgettingdizzy.My

tearswereflowinguncontrollably.Idon'tknow

whathappenednextbutmyfacemetthefloor

andmylipswerefullofsand.Iclosedmyeyes

forawhileandIwascarriedup.Ilookedandit

wasNkosicarryingmelikeanewbornbaby.I

wasstillcryingyetIwasconfused,IthoughtI

wasloosingmymindforawhilethere.MaybeI

was.

Nkosi:Whatwereyoudoing?Nayeyoucould've

badlyinjuredyourself.Heputmeinthecarand

droveoff.Ijustclosedmyeyes.Idon'teven

wanttoseehimnorevenlistentohimlecture

me.Ialsodon'tknowwhatcameintomymind.

Ijustwantmyparents,isthattoomuchtoask



for?WellIguessitis,IguessIhavetoacceptit

andfindawaytomoveforward.ButIdon't

thinkI'llbeabletountilIfindwhodidthis.

They'llpayforthis,thatIpromise.Wegottothe

hotelandwenttoourhotelroom.Hewentto

thebathroomandcameback,helookspretty

upset.

Nkosi:Gobath.

Me:Idon'twantto.Ijustwanttolaydown.

Hegavemethe"DoasIday"look.Ijust

shruggedandtookoffmyclothes.

Nkosi:You'rebleedingNaye!

Me:Where?

Hewasright,Iwasbleedingonmyelbowand

theleftsidenearmystomachbutabitlower.

Me:Itsjustscratch,I'llwashitoff.

Nkosi:Bathandwe'regoingtothedoctor.

Me:There'snothingwrongNkosinathi.Idon't



wanttoseeadoctorforsomethingsosmall.

Nkosi:Somethingsmallcanbebigwhenyou're

pregnant.Youcould'vehurtyourselfbadlywhen

youfell.Whatifisinternetbleeding?Ican'ttake

thatrisk.

Wowhewaspanicking,I'veneverseenhim

panic.

Me:Youlooksocuterightnow.Comehere

Nkosi:Thisisn'tthetimeforyoutotellmethat

Nokukhanya.

Me:IloveitwhenyoucallmeNokukhanya,its

sexy.

Helaughedatmeandthrewasmallpillowon

me.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:Nowgotakethatbath.I'llbeback.



Iwonderwhereishegoing.Igotintothe

bathtubandthewaterwasverysoothing.The

waterwassohotandIlovedthesmellofthe

foambath.ThedooropenedandIheard

footsteps.IthoughtNkosinathiwouldbegone

forlong,butmaybehemissedmeanddecided

tocomeback.Ihopeheisnotgrumpyanymore

causeI'mnotinthemood.Thiswateristoo

soothingandrelievingformetostressabout

Nkosinathi'sgrumpyness.

#Nkosi

Nayeseemedtobegettingbetterthepastfew

days.LungeloandIwerecertainthatshe's

acceptedthingsanddecidedtogrieve

peacefullyforherparents.Lwazitoldmeshe

wasclosesttotheirparentsanditwouldaffect

hermore.WhatIsawtodaywasreallysad.How

shewalkedaroundlost,screamingandcalling

outherparentslikeshe'sindenialthatthey've



passedaway.IrantoherbutwhenIgotthere

shehadalreadyhitthegroundandfell.WhenI

sawherbleedIreallypanickedeventhoughit

wasasmallscratch.Ileftherasshewasgoing

totakeherbathandIwenttoAthi'shotelroom

sohecouldcomecheckuponherandseeif

there'snodamage.IhadafewbeerswhileI

waswaitingforAthitofreshenup.Afterhewas

donewewenttomyhotelroom.

Me:Babe!Areyoustillbathing?

Therewasnoresponse.Maybeshe'smadat

me.ShegetsangryforverylittlethingsandI

knowshe'llshoutatmeforbringingAthito

comecheckuponher.ShesaysI'mover

protective,wellIhavetobe.Iopenedthe

bathroomdoorandcouldn'tseeher.Herhead

wasunderthewaterandthewaterwasred.No!

Thiscan'tbehappening!No!

Me:Naye!!!



Iscreamedanditwasfollowedbyaloudcry.

Athenkosicamerunningin

Athi:OhLord!I'llcallanambulance,getherout

ofthewater!Itookmylifelesswifeoutthe

waterandIjustcouldn'tstopcrying

Me:StaywithmeNokukhanya,weneedyou.

AthithrewadressatmeandIputitonNaye.

Athiwasbusycheckingherpulseandopening

hermouthwhentheparamedicsarrivedand

shewastakentothehospitalandwefollowed.I

calledLwazi

Lwazi:Bhuda

Me:Lwazi,getthefamilytothehospitaland

makesureEmihledoesn'tcome.Takeherand

thekidstoasafeplaceandleavethemwith

someoneyoutrust.

Lwazi:What'sgoingonman?I'llleavethemwith

Lebo.



Me:ItsNaye.You'llfindoutwhenyougetthere.

AthiwasalsoonthephonewithLyanda.They

wereontheirway.Wegottothehospitaland

shewasrushedtoanemergencyroom

Nurse:Ineedyoutocomefillinsomeformssir.

Me:What'sgoingonwithmywife!Don'ttellme

aboutthedamnpapers,Ijustneedmywifeto

beokay!

Athiwasnowdresseddifferently,thoseplastic

uniformsdoctorswear.HeknowsIdon'ttrust

anyotherdoctorbesideshim,ZeeandBee.The

girlscameinrunning,Zeedidn'taskany

questionsbutwentstraighttotheER.

Bee:Nurse,we'lltakeitfromhere.

Siya:I'llfillintheforms.

BeealsosenttotheERandwewenttositby

thewaitingroom

Father:Whathappened?



Me:Idon'tknow,Idon'tknowdad.

Iputmyhandsonmyfaceandcried.Lubahand

Philawerebrushingmyshoulders.Ijustneedto

knowifshe'salive.IneedNaye

Me:Ican'tlooseher.Wecan'tlooseher.Emihle

willneverbeabletotakethis.Itcan'thappen.

Shewasn'tbreathing.Shewaslayingthere

lifelessandallthatblood!

Lungelo:WhathappenedNkosinathi!

Me:Idon'tknowokay!Idon'tknow!Iwasn't

there.WhenIleftthehotelroomgoingtoAthi's

roomshewasonherwaytothebathroomso

shecouldtakeabath.Athiwasmeanttocome

checkuponhersinceshefellatthefuneraland

hurtherelbowandshehadascratchnearher

stomachanditwasbleedingabit.Whenwe

bothcamebackIfiguredshewasstillinthe

bathroomsinceshewasn'tanywhereinthe

room.WhenIgottothebathroom,shewas



underthewaterandherheadwasalsoinside

likeshedrowned.Thewaterwasred,itwasfull

ofherblood.

SiyaandBelindawerealreadycryingasItold

thestory.ZandyandKamojustwentout,they

couldn'tcopewithwhatIwastellingthem.

Nomkithawasalsocryingoutloudlysayingshe

can'tloosehersistertoowhilePhelowas

holdingher.Itwasjustawfultolookatandmy

mindwasallovertheplace.

Mom:Youneedtobestrongmychild.

Me:How?HowdoIdothat!Idon'tevenknowif

theybothalive!Ican'tlooseneitherofthem!I

can't!

Istoodupandbangedthetable.

Bonga:KeepcalmNkosinathiDoitforher.

Isatdownandlookedatthewall.

Kamo:We'llbeback.Wehavetogettothe



bottomofthis.

Mayi:I'lldriveyoutowhereveryouneedtogo,

youcan'tdriveatthisstate.

Ngamso:I'mcomingwithyou.

Mpho:Makesureyoufindgoodleads.Callme

assoonasyougetsomething.

Mom:Istheresomethingweneedtoknow

about?

Us:No.

Myparentsweren'tconvinced.I'lldealwith

themlater.Nayepleasesurvive,Ineedyouin

mylife.Weneedyou.Idon'tevenknowwhere

I'llstart,howwillItellEmihlethathermoms

layingonahospitalbedandIdon'tknowif

she'llsurvive.I'veseensituationsliketheseand

Idon'tevenknowhowlongdidshelaytherefor,

maybeIcameanditwastoolate.Theamount

ofbloodshelostwasjusttoomuch.Shewasn't

evenbreathing.Nokukhanya,pleasedon'tleave



us.
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#Nkosi

Ifeltsomeonetappingmyshoulder.Iopened

myeyesanditwasAthi.What'sgoingon?Shit,I

must'vefellasleep.Wesathereallnightwaiting

foranupdateonNayebutthenurseskepton

sayingtheydon'tknowanythingthat'sgoingon.

Thatshe'sstillintheER.

Athi:Gohomeandgetsomerest.Its8amnow.

Me:I'mnotleavingher,howisshe?



Athi:ItsbadNkosinathi.She'sstillalivefornow

andthingsmightgetworse.Shemightbeinthe

hospitalforawhile.Weneedtotransferhertoa

hospitalinDurban,Ijustneedyoutosignhere.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbyshe'sstillalivefor

now?

Isignedthepapersandgavemymedicalaid

detailssoIcanpaythishospital.

Athi:She'sinaverydangerouscondition.Its

hardtotellifshe'llsurvive.

Me:Thebaby?

Athi:Miraculously,thebabyisstillaliveand

breathingnormally.We'veneverhadthatbefore.

I'mamazed.Theplanewillleaveat10,make

sureyou'repackedandreadytogo.

Me:Thankyou.Callmeifthere'sanemergency.

Makesurethere'sdoublesecurityinherroom.

Athi:Don'tworry,BeeandZeearen'tleavingher



sight.They'llbeinthereplusthere'ssecurity.

WeshookhandsandIdrovetothehotel.Iwent

toPhila'shotelroom

Phila:Howareyouman?How'sitgoingwith

Naye

Me:Thingsarebad,Athisaysshe'sstillalivefor

nowbutshe'sinadangerouscondition.Butthe

babyisokay

Siya:ThatmeansNayecandieanytime?

Ididn'tseethatshe'shere,shewasalready

crying.

Me:Thatmightbepossible.Theyaremoving

hertoahospitalinDurban.IneedtopackbutI

don'tthinkIcangotothatroom

Siya:Don'tworry,BelindaandIhadalready

packedyourthingswhilewewereinvestigating

whathappened.

Me:Thankyouverymuch.Anyleads?



Phila:Therearemanyleadsandyouwon'tlike

thisatall.

Me:What'sgoingon?

Phila:Takeashowerandgetsomethingtoeat.

We'lltellyoueverythingonceyou'redone.

Siya:EmihleisinNtokozo'shotelroom.You

shouldgoseeher,she'sbeenaskingmany

questions

Me:Iwill.

Iwenttotakeashower,itwasjusta2minute

shower.Icouldn'tstayinthatbathroomfor

longer.Italljustremindedmeofwhat

happenedyesterday.Gotdressedandwentto

havebreakfast.Siyadisheduptoomuchfood

formeandIatealittle.

Siya:Youdon'twantustoargueNkosinathi.I

wanttoseethatplateclean.

Me:ButI'mfull.



Shegavemeadeathstare,she'sreallygoodat

those.Theymakeyoufeelguilty.

Me:Yesmom.

Iateallthefoodonmyplateandshehada

stupidsmileonherface.

Phila:I'vehiredanotherplanethatwilltakeallof

ustoDurbanat10too.

Me:Thankyou.I'llgotoNaye'shomerightnow

thangoseeEmihle.

Siya:We'lldiscusseverythingelseinHQ.

Itookmycarkeysanddrovetoorangefarm.

Phelowassweepingoutsideandshejustcried

whenshesawme.

Phelo:Issheokay?

Me:Ican'tsaythatbutshe'sstillalive.Where's

therestofthefamily?

Phelo:Theyleftyesterday.ItsjustNomkitha,

Lwazi,Lungeloandmyfatherinthehouse.Lebo



andthekidsweretakenyesterday

Me:Yestheyatasafeplace.

Phelo:Yourwifealsoleftyesterday

Me:Mywife?

Phelo:Noluthando.

Me:Ohher,wheredidshego?

Phelo:Idon'tknow.Maybeshewentbackto

Langelihle.

Me:I'llcallherlater.

WewentinsidethehouseandNomkithawas

sleepingonthefloor.Icarriedherandputher

onthebed.

Me:Whyisshesleepingonthefloor?

Lwazi:Shesaiditsmakingherfeelbetter.Its

veryweird.

Me:It'sherbirthdaytomorrow.

Lungelo:Yes,she'sfinallyturning29.She's



alwayswantedtobe29.

Me:Ihadplannedthatwe'dbeinParisforher

birthday,we'dgotoEnglandforourhoneymoon

becauseshe'salwayswishingtogotoEngland

butnowshe'slayingonahospitalbedfighting

forherlife.

Phelo:Andthebaby?

Me:She'sstillalive.

Lwazi:She?

Me:It'sagirl.Naye'sbeingmovedtoDurbanin

anhour.Packyourthingsandmeetmeatthe

airportsowecanallbeinDurban.

Lungelo:I'llbookahotelforus

Me:You'llbestayingwithme.

Lwazi:Notheresnoneedforthat.

Me:We'refamilynowandweallgoingthrough

atoughtime.Weneedtobetogether.Youguys

willstaywithmeplusEmihleneedsgood



company,havingDodo'skidsinthehousewill

makethingsbetterforher.

Phelo:I'llgopackandwakeDodoup.

Me:I'mgoingtogetLeboandthekidsnow.

Lwazi:ThankyouNkosinathi.Mysisterreally

foundagreatmanwholovesher

unconditionally.

Me:Iwasluckilytofindher.She'smylife.

WeshookhandsandIdrovebacktothehotel

andwenttoseemydaughter.Sherantomeas

soonasIclosedthedoor

Emihle:Daddy!!!I'vemissedyou,where's

mommy?

ThequestionI'venotbeenlookingforwardtoat

all.

Me:Let'sgositdownsoIcanexplainwhere

mommyis.

Shenoddedandwesatdown.



Me:Mommyisatthehospital.

Emihle:She'sgoingtofetchthebaby?

Me:NoEmi,mommyissicksoshe'llbeatthe

hospitalforsometime.

Emi:Howlong?Ifmommyissickthanthebaby

issicktoo?

Me:Idon'tknowhowlongEmihle.Sortofbut

they'llbefine.Wehavetojustpraythatthey'll

beokay.

Emi:Canyoupray?

OhGod,whenlastdidIevenpray.

Me:Yes

Emi:Momtaughtmehowtopray.Let'sprayfor

them

Me:Okay

Shetoldmetokneeldownandsheprayed.I

didn'tsayanythingandIlistenedtoherasshe



prayed

Emi:DearGod,wecomebeforeyouthis

morninginprayeraswepleadforforgiveness

foralloursins.Lordwehavewrongedyoubut

you'veneverforsakenus.Weaskyoutoplease

protectmymomandlittlesisteratthehospital

andforyoutomakethemhealandbehealthy

again.Weprayforeveryonethat'satthe

hospitalandthattheyseeyouramazing

miracles.Ipraythatyoustaywithmyfatherand

makehimstrong.Healmymotherohlord.

Showyourwonderfulloveandmercy.Inthe

mightynameofJesus.Amen

NayehasreallytaughtEmihlewell,evenIhave

neverprayedthatwell.I'veheardNayepray

beforeandshe'sastrongwomanofprayer.

What'sweirdisthatshealwayspraysatthe

pantry.Thatroomisempty,maybeshejust

wantstobealonewhensheprays.

Emi:Dadyoudidn'tpray,itsyourturn.



Me:Uhmokay.Closeyoureyes.

HonestlyIjustdidn'tevenknowwhattosaybut

Itookadeepbreathandprayed

Me:Lord,I'msureI'mthelastpersonyou

thoughtyou'dhearfromtoday.ButhereIam

andIcomebeforeyou.I'vesinnedandIhaven't

beenagoodchildofGod.I'veabandonedyou

anddoubtedmyfaithinyoubutIbegfor

forgiveness.Ihaven'tprayedinyearsand

haven'tbeentochurchinawhile.Ipraythatyou

healNayeandmydaughter,bewiththemlord

throughoutthistimeandkeepthemalive.We

bothneedthemwithusinourlives.Emihle

needshermotherandIneedmywife.GodI

don'tknowwhatI'dbewithouther.Lordshow

methelightandyourrighteousways.Inthe

mightynameofJesuswepray.Amen

Emi:CanIseemommy?

Me:You'llseeherwhenwegettoDurban.



Thankyouformakinguspray,Ifeelbetter.

Emi:Momalwayssaysnothingcanbeatprayer

andyourfaithinGod

Me:Momtaughtyouwell.Neverforgetallthat

shehastaughtyou.Let'sgetgoing

LeboputalltheirstuffinthecarandIdropped

themoffattheairport.EmihleandIwillflywith

Nayeandthedoctors.Ourcarswillfollowlater

today,weleftthemattheairportwherethe

driverswillpickthemup.

Athi:Everythingisready.

Me:Anychanges?

Athi:No.WhenwegettoDurbanwe'llget

resultsandgettoscanherheadandseewhat

exactlyhappenedandwhatcausedtheblood

becauseshedidn'thaveanymiscarriage.

Me:Doyouthinkshetriedtokillherself?

Athi:Never,Nayewouldnevereverdothat.I



thinksomeonetriedtokillher.

Me:I'veneverfeltsolostandconfusedinmy

life.Whywouldsomeonebesoevil?Itall

connectsthedotsrightnowAthenkosi

Bee:Thepersonwhoisbehindthekillingofher

parentsisthesamepersonwhohasdonethis.

Zee:Whoeverthisiswantstotakethemout

onebyone.Weneedtobecareful,maybethey

notdone.

Me:Please,let'stalkaboutthiswhenEmihleis

notaround.

Athi:Butshe'sasleep.

Me:Shecanstilluseherears.Idon'twanther

tohearallthis.She'llasksomanyquestions

Zee:Plussheneverstops,suchachatterbox.

Yethermotherissocalmanddoesn'tspeak

much

Athi:I'mactuallyveryscaredofNayeand



Nangamso.AsmuchIjokearoundwiththem

butIcannevergetusedtotheircalmness.

Ngamsohasthatthingthatscreams"runaway"

whenyoulookather.She'sso,Idon'teven

knowwhichwordtouse.

Bee:Nowthatoneisdangerousyetshe'sthe

youngest.

Athi:IfearforyouandJabu.They'llcutyour

headsoffoneday.

Welaughedalittleandthemachinesstartedto

beepandmakealotofnoise.

Me:What'sgoingon!

Bee:Calmdown.

TheywenttoherandIdon'tevenknowwhat

theyweredoing.

Nurse:Itsgoodthatwe'reabouttoland.TheER

isallset.

Athi:Thankyou.



Me:What'sgoingon?

Zee:She'llbefine.She'shavingafit

Me:That'snotgood.

Bee:Itsgoodandbad

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Bee:Weneedallpossiblesignstoshowthat

she'sstillalive.

Guy:We'reabouttoland.Pleasemakesure

you'reseatedandyou'veputonyourseatbelts.

Itwasarockylandingbutweallmadeitdown

safely.Assoonaswelandedonthehospital

landingrooftopshewasmovedintothe

emergencyroom.

Emihle:Daddy,canIseemommy?

Me:Alittlebitlatersweethearttheystillbusy

Emihle:Ineedtoseehernowdad.She'scalling

me



Me:Whatdoyoumeanshe'scallingyou?

Emihlekeptonclosinghereyesandbreathing

uncontrollably

Emihle:Dad!Ineedtoseeher.

IrushedhertotheERshe'sinandIexplainedto

Bee.Theyletherin.Nayewasreallyinabad

conditionfromallthatIsaw.Therewereso

manydoctorsinoneroomyou'dswearit'sa

meeting.Emihlewenttoherandheldher

forehead,sheclosedhereyesandyoucould

seehersweatdrippingfromherface.

Me:Idon'tlikethis.Itstoomuchforher,she's

stilltooyoung.

Zee:Itsagift.Letheruseit.

Shefinallyopenedhereyesandlaughed.She

cametousandIwipedhersweatoff.

Emihle:Sheaskedmeifyouate?Momsspirit

isn'tinherbody,herbodyandherspiritare



fighting.She'stryingtofindawaytogoback

becauseitsdangerousforthebaby.

Me:Ican'tdothis.Ireallycan't.

Ileftthemandwenttomycar.Ijustcan'tdeal

withthis,it'salltoomuchandtoohardto

believe.Whydidithavetobemydaughter?

Couldn'tshegetthisgiftwhenshe'solder?Its

allsohardonme.

EmihlecamerunningtomewithBee.

Emihle:Don'tgiveuponher,notnow.

Me:I'mnotgivingup.Ijustneededsomeair.Its

hardtobestrongbutI'llbestrongforallofus.

Emihle:It'sgoingtobeokay

Me:Howoldareyou?

Emihle:Eightturningnine.Ithoughtyouknew

myagedad

Me:Ido,I'mjustchecking.Sometimesyou

speaklikea30yearold.



Emihle:MaybewhenI'm30I'llspeaklikea

60yearold

Me:I'mthirtybutIdon'tspeaklikea60yearold

Emihle:Dad,youspeaklikeanoldoldgrandpa

andsometimesyouactlikeone.Especiallyin

themorningwhenyoureadyournewspaper,

momandIalwayslaughatyou.

Me:What'swrongwiththat?Ilovereadingmy

newspaper.

Emihle:There'snothingwrongbutmomonce

saidshedidn'tseeyouasthetypethatreads

newspapers.Youdon'tevenwanttobe

disturbed

Me:Itseemsasifyouandyourmotherdiscuss

alotaboutme.

Emihle:Iguessso

Shelaughesatmeandwegobackinsidethe

hospital.



Me:Anychanges?

Whileweweretalkingtheothersarrived.

Lubah:Girls,leavewiththechildrenandgo

home.Freshenupandmakesupper.

Siya:Butwejustgothere.

Phila:Justdoashesays!

Me:What'sgoingon?

Lyanda:We'lldiscussitinAthi'soffice.Make

sureyou'reallinonehouse,Nooneleaves!

Zee:Istheresomethingweshouldknow?

Us:Go!

WealljustsaidatonceandNgamsolookedat

uslikewe'resomecrazylunatics.Theytookthe

kidsandallleft

Me:Nowyouallhavesomeexplainingtodo.

Mpho:Youwon'tlikethis.Ismellbloodalready.

WewenttoAthi'sofficeandheshutdownthe



camera's.Athi:Theresultscameback,Nayejust

didn'tdrownbutsomeonehitthebackofher

headwithahammer.Nowshewould'vedied,

it'samiraclethatshe'sstillalive.

Bonga:Wegotthehotelsfootageandthe

personwhodidthiswasallcoveredupbutthey

madeonestupidmove.

Me:What?

Mpho:Theydidn'tcovertheirshoes

Me:Whoisit?

Jabu:Luckily,theseladiestakepictureseven

whentheygoingtofunerals.Lookatthisand

tellmewhowaswearingtheseshoes.

Hegavemehisphoneanditwastwopictures

showingtheshoesandafullpicture.Itcan'tbe!

Me:Fuck!Let'sgo!

#NNBBF
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WhatIsawreallyupsetme,I'mbeyondbeing

upset.I'mfumingandGodknowsIwillkillher

withbothmyhands.Wedrivingtoahotelshe's

in,wemanagedtolocatewheresheisandit's

goodthatshe'shereinDurban.Evenifshewas

inAmericaI'dgofindher.Noonedoesthisto

mywifeandgetsawaywithit.Noone!

Me:I'llgoinfirst

Mpho:Don'tkillheryet.

Me:Ican'tpromiseyouthat.

WewentinandIwasabletogetacardforher

room.Iopenedthedoorandshewasrunning

aroundpacking.



Me:(clearsthroat)GoingsomewhereMrs

Mkhize?

Shewassosurprisedtoseemeandshegother

acttogether.

Nolu:Babe,ohyes.IwaspackingsoIcouldgo

toyourhouse.LikewhystayinahotelwhenI

haveahomehere?

Me:You'reright.

Ilookedaroundandspottedtheshoes,theleft

onehadabloodspot.Mywife'sblood.She

continuedpackingandactedlikenothings

happening,she'ssuchaprofessionalbuther

coverhasbeenblown.

Me:Whathappenedtoyourshoes?Theyreally

suityou

Nolu:Ohthat,it'spaint.Ibumpedintosome

idiotwhenIwascominghereandhehadred

paint.It'salsoonthedressIwaswearing.



Me:Itseemslikebloodtome.Itsseemslike

Naye'sblood

Nolu:Naye'sblood?Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Haven'tyouheard?Howyousnuckintomy

hotelroomandhitherwithahammeratthe

backofherhead.

Nolu:What!I'dneverdothat,I'msohurtthat

youthinkI'ddosuch.Iamyourfirstwife

NkosinathiandIwillnotallowyoutoinsultme

thatway.

Me:You'renotmywife.You'rejustananimal

Istoodupandwentclosertoher.Iheldher

faceandourlipstouched.Shewasbreathing

heavily,Ipickedherupandpinnedheragainst

thewall.ShewaspantingasItouchedherclit.

Shewasweak,IwasevendisgustedbywhatI

wasdoing.Imakeherweak,Imakeherloose

hermindandnowI'mgoingtomakeherloose

herlife.Shedoesn'tknowwhatI'mcapableof.



Nolu:MakelovetomeNkosinathi.

Me:OhyesIwill.

Shehadasmileonherfacebutitturnedintoa

frownwhenIheldherthroattightlyand

strangledher.

Nolu:(coughs)You'rehurtingme.

Me:OhthisisnothingcomparedtowhatI'lldo

toyou.ShewasturningpaleandIjustwanted

tostranglethelifeoutofherbutthatwouldbe

tooeasy.Shewon'tdiethateasilyafterallthe

painshehascausedmywife.

Me:Takeyourbagsandlet'sgo.

Nolu:I'mnotgoingwithyou!

Me:Youdon'twantmetokillyouwoman!Take

yourbagsandlet'sgo.

ShetookherbagsandIheldherhand.Ipayed

herbillandcheckedoutthehotel.Iheldher

handlikewe'rejustonehappycoupleandshe



gotintothecar.

Mpho:Thoughtwewouldn'tcatchyou?

Nolu:Ittookyouawhile,whatdelayedyou?I'm

sureyounowseeyou'renotassmartasyou

think.

Bonga:Weshouldbetellingyouthat.

Nolu:Idiots

Me:Whyisshestillalive?

Jabu:NayeandZandywantapieceofher.

Nolu:Naye?She'sdeadaswespeak.

Danny:That'swhatyouthink.

Nolu:That'swhatIknow.Youidiotsdon'tcover

yourtracks,youthinkabunchofsecuritieswill

stopmefromkillingher?Youfools.

Ijustcouldn'ttakeit.Ihitherwithagunonher

head,lightsoutfornow.She'sreallyannoying

me.WegottoHQandtiedheronachair.Rope,



chains,ducktape.We'llleaveStixheretowatch

herclosely.

Bonga:Babalwaisnotansweringherphone.

EvenZiyanda

Thabo:Let'sgotothehospital.

Me:Stix,takeoutonetoewhenshewakesup.

Justalittletorture.We'llbeback.

Stix:Shoboss.

I'mhonestlyverydisgustedbecauseeverything

wasworkingoutbetweenus,Iwaseven

startingtoloveherandseeherasmywifebut

shedoesthis?Myheadisjustspinning.

Jabu:ThatsNangamso'scar

Weraninsideandtheyweresittingonthefloor

withplumpfaces,theywerebadlybeatenup.

Bonga:Whathappenedhere!

Ngamso:Wehadtotakeafewpunchesand

bulletstosaveNaye.Thatwifeofyourssent



somepeopletofinishheroff.ButluckilyIhad

myeyeseverywhere

ShewasshotonherlegandAthiattendedtoit.

Ngamso:ChillI'mfine.JustgolookforZee

somewherehere.

Dannydidn'twasteanytime,hewasrunning

aroundandIrantoseemyNaye.Shewas

sleepingpeacefullyandnothinghadhappened

toher.I'mneverleavinghersighteveragain.

Sheneedsmeherewithher.Iheldherhandand

shesqueezedmine.

Me:Shesqueezedmyhand!!!Shesqueezedmy

hand!

Athi:Areyousure?

Me:Yes!Look,itsmoving.Naye!Naye!Canyou

hearme?

Nursescameinandtheyaskedmetoleavethe

room.Theyarecrazy,I'mnotgoinganywhere.



Athi:She'swakingupNkosinathi.

ThenursesleftandDannycameinwithZee,

shewasalsobeatenup.

Naye:Nkosinathi.

ShewhisperedandIkissedherforehead.

Me:Nokukhanya,I'mhere.I'mrighthere

Naye:Waterplease.

BongagavemewaterandIhelpedNayedrinkit.

Shekeptshufflingwantingtoturnbutherbody

wasntallowingherto,she'sstillweak.

Me:Stopmoving,you'llhurtyourself.

Naye:She,shewantedtokillme.Shesaid

you'rehersonlyandshe'llkillmychildrenwhen

she'sdonewithme.

Me:Don'tworry,Itookcareofthat.She'snot

goingtohurtyouanymore.You'renevergoing

toseeheragain.



Naye:Youkilledher?

Me:Notyet.

Naye:Good.Iwanttobetheonethatdoesit.

Me:Nayeyouwon'tdothat.

Naye:Iwantseemydaughterandmyfriends

Bee:Wehere

SheturnedandlookedatBee,ZeenNgamso.

Tearsfellfromherface

Lubah:I'llgofetchtheothers

Lyanda:I'mcomingwithyou

Naye:(sniffs)Whathappenedtoyou?

Ngamso:Nothingtoworryyourselfabout.We're

okay

Bee:You'reokay,myfaceisfuckedup no

plasticsurgerywillworkhere.

Zee:ReallyBabalwa?You'rejustexeggarating

butitdoeshurt.



Naye:Whathappened?

Me:Theyfoughtforyourlife.Shehadsent

peopletokillyou.

Naye:Shereallywasonamission.Whereisshe?

Me:HQ

Naye:Athi,whenamIleavinghere?

Athi:NotanytimesoonMrsMkhize.Maybenext

week

Naye:That'ssounfair.Willyouguysplease

excuseus?Ineedtotalktomyhusband.

Bonga:Sure.

Theyallleftandclosedthedoor.

Me:I'msorry,IwishIhadneverleftyoualone.I

should'vebeentheretoprotectyou.Ibrought

herintoourlivesandittookawayyourparents

andyouendedupinahospitalbed,Iputyour

lifeindanger.I'msosorryNaye



Naye:ItsnotyourfaultNkosinathi.Wedidn't

knowwhatshe'scapableof.Nkosinathi

Me:Nokukhanya

Naye:DidIloosethebaby?

Me:No,she'sfine.

Naye:ThankGod.IwanttokillherNkosinathi,I

wanttobetheonethatendsherlife.

Me:Naye,justfocusongettingbetterandleave

theresttome.

Naye:Please,justletmedothisonething

Me:NoNaye!Idon'twantanybloodonyour

hands.Idon'twantyoutodoit!You'repregnant,

you'reamother,notakiller.

Naye:I'vedoneitbefore,itwon'tbesomething

newtome.Iwantherblood!Shekilledmy

parents!

Youcouldseethefireandvengeanceinher

eyes.Shesmelledblood,Nolu'sbloodiswhat



shewasthirstyfor.

Me:You'releavingforforce.

Naye:What!No!Youcan'tdothat!

Me:Thatsfinal!Now,getsomerest.Youneedit.

Shelookedatmelikeshejustwantedtograba

gunandshootme.Emihlecamerunningin,

perfecttimingprincess.Herfriendsallcamein

andIwenttositwiththeguys.

Me:Itoldhershe'sleavingtheforce

Athi:Howdiditgo?

Me:Bad,she'sstillgoingtofightme.Sheis

determinedtokillNolu,shewantsherblood.

Bonga:Lethergetherrevenge,orshe'llhavea

bitterheart.

Me:I'llthinkaboutit.

#Naye



ThefootstepsIheardweren'tNkosinathi's.She

cameinwithahammerinherhand.Shepushed

myheadinthewaterandIcouldn'tfightback

"Nkosinathiismine,withyouandyourlittlebrat

outofthepicture.He'llcomebackrunningto

me."

ShestoppedandIwasabletobreatheagain.

Afterafewseconds,shehitthebackofmy

headwithahammer.NeverhaveIeverthought

she'dwanttohurtme.Wewerebeginningtobe

alovelyfamily.Shewasokaybutitseemsasif

shehadadeepermotiveandhadneverbeen

okaywithusbeingbothmarriedtoNkosinathi.

Shestoppedtheweddingbykillingmyparents.

Bytakingawaythemostimportantpeoplein

mylife.Thepeoplewhomademeandraised

me.Shedoesn'tknowwhat'scomingforher,

I'mnotascruelasher.Iwon'tkillherparents

andpunishthemforhersins.ButI'llkillherand

heraccomplices.IknowNkosinathiwantsto



protectmeandbeamanbuthehastoallow

metodothis.Hehascompletelylosthismind

ifhethinksI'llleavetheforce.Heisjustbeing

overprotective,theforceismylife.

Ntokozo:Isthistheperfecttimetotellyouthat

I'mpregnantandengaged?

Weallscreamed!ButIendedupcoughingalot.

Me:Waterplease.

Theguyscamerunningin,withtheireyeswide

open.

Phila:What'sgoingonhere?

Nkosi:AreyouokayNaye?

Zee:Everythingisokay.We'rejustexcited.

Lyanda:Youtoldthem?

Zandy:Yesshedid!Andcongratulations!I'mso

happyforyou

Me:I'mhappytoo!Thisissoexciting!



Lubah:What'sexciting?I'mlost

Athi:SoamI

Lyanda:I'mgoingtobeafatherandamarried

man.

Theyallscreamedandgrowled,theyaretoo

loudandnoisywe'llendupbeingkickedoutof

thishospital.Thefistbumpedandcarried

Lyanda.

Belinda:Youguysaresodramatic.Howfarare

youNtokozo?

Ntokozo:2weeks

I'msohappyforher,she'salwayslooked

forwardtobeingamother.Shereallyloves

parenting,shedoesittoallourkids.She'sreally

goingtobeagoodmother.Lyandawasholding

herandyoucouldseeshewasreallyhappy.

Ngamso:Ihavetogohome,I'llbebacklater

guys.Ineedsomerest



Bee:Metoo,Ineedtopampermyface.

Kamo:Youguy'sreallygotit.

Zee:Ngamsoshouldstartselfdefenseclasses,

shefightslikeaman.

Bee:Didyouseehowsheshotthatguy?Itwas

soexciting

Danny:Okayenough,let'sgetyouguyshome.

Me:Ialsowanttogohome.

Athi:Nothappening.

IstartedcryingandNkosilookedsoworried

andhelplessIactuallywantedtolaughbutmy

tearsshouldworkforme.Iknowhehatesit

whenIcry,mytearsarehisweakness.

Nkosi:Can'ttherebeanothersolution?Shecan

betreatedfromhome.

Athi:Wecanorganizethat.

Nkosi:Pleasedo.Shecan'tcrylikethis.



Me:Youjustdon'twantmetogohome,ifI'm

herei'llbeboredandI'llenduphatinghospitals

IcriedoutloudandNkosikissedmyforehead

Nkosi:That'sagoodthing,thatmeansyou'll

stopworking.

Iscreamedoutloudlikeababyandcried.How

canhesaythat?

Me:GetoutNkosinathi!

Heisupsettingme,Iwon'tstopworking.Iwon't

stoptheforceandI'llgohome!Hejustwantsto

controlmylife!

Nkosi:BabyIwasmakingajoke.You'llcontinue

workingmylove,calmdownplease.Justcalm

down.

Me:Iwantapeanutbuttersandwichwith

MelroseandNutella.

Mpho:Sies,thatcombinationjustdoesn'twork.

Nkosi:Butyoudon'tevenlikeMelrose,youhate



peanutbutter.

Me:You'llalsodecidewhatIeatNkosinathi?I

wantpeanutbuttersandwichwithMelroseand

Nutella.

Nkosi:Okayyou'llgetit.I'llcallLeboandthey'll

bringit.Theyareontheirwayhere.

Ismiledandputmythumbinmymouth.Idon't

usuallydothisbutIfeellikesuckingmythumb.

Siya:Pregnancygotyoureallybad.Youeven

suckingyourthumb,NkosinathiGoodluck.

Nkosi:Ireallyneedit.

Lyanda:ThisiswhatI'llbegoingthrough?

Phila:Trustme,itcanbeworse.Waituntilshe

wakesyouupinthemiddleofthenightand

wantsomethingyoudon'tevenknowwhereto

findit.

Lubah:Itshell.

WealllaughedatthemandZee,Bee,Bonga,



Danny,NgamsoandJabuleft.Mysiblings

arrivedafterafewminutessincetheothersleft.

AndtheycamewithMayi

Lebo:You'reawake!I'vemissedyou

Mayi:Itsgoodtohaveyouback.

Dodojustcriedandcametohugme.Thehug

wastootight

Me:Ouch

Dodo:Ohsorry,didIhurtyou?

Me:Justalittle.Stopcryingsis,I'mokay.

Lwazi:Wecouldn'tlooseyoutoo.WhowillI

bullywhenyounotaround?

Lungelo:Weloveyoulittlesis

Ijustlovemysiblingssomuch,wearereally

closeandloosingourparentshavemadeus

muchmorecloser.Wejusthaveeachother

nowandnooneelse.Wehavetolookoutfor

oneanother.



Phelo:There'syoursandwich.

Me:Urghwhat'sthatsmell?Phelo,Iaskedfora

doublecheeseburgerwithFrenchfriesand

dunckedwings

Lyanda:I'mnotready butyouaskedfora

sandwichwithpeanutbutter,nuttelaand

melrose?

Siya:Takenotes.Itsonitswaybabygirl.

Siyatookhercarkeysandtheyleft.Iwasonly

leftwithNkosiandMpho.

Me:Istillwanttokillher.

Mpho:Naye

Me:Don'tNayeme.

Nkosi:Youcanonlyhaveone,youchoose.You

killher,you'releavingtheforce.Youdon'tkill

her,youstayintheforce.Thinkaboutit

Me:You'reimpossible!I'llkillherandleavethe

force



Nkosi:DoneDeal.
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Nayehasbeendrivingmecrazy,she'salways

crying,alwayshungryandshe'salways

shouting.She'sjustbeenbackhomeforone

daybutshe'scried1000times.EvenLwaziruns

awayfromher Nomkithatellsusweshould

understandshe'spregnantbutit'stoomuch.I

stillloveheranyways.Myparentsarecoming

overtodaysowecanexplainwhatsgoingon

andthenlatertodaywe'llbeofftoHQ.Istill



won'tallowNayetokillNolu.Iwasserious

whenIsaidIwon'tletherhavebloodinher

handsanymore.Itsmydutytoprotectherand

that'swhatI'lldoevenifshegetsmadatme.

ButitsbecauseIloveherandIstillfeelvery

guiltyaboutwhathappened,ifIwasthereI

would'vebeenabletohelpher.I'matthe

kitchenmakingbreakfastwithPhelo,Nomkitha

andLeboareleavinginanhour.Lwaziand

Lungeloleftabout30minsago.Itsjustgoingto

beme,Phelo,EmihleandNaye.Phelowillbe

stayingfor2weekssinceshehastrainingto

attend,Mphowasabletogetherajob.She'llbe

afulltimepilotsoon.

Naye:Nkosinathi!!!

Sheshoutedfromupstairs

Phelo:I'mscared,bereadyforanything.

Me:Youcrazy

WelaughedandIwentupstairs.



Me:Whereareyou?

Naye:Closet.

Me:Whyareyounaked?

Naye:Ihavenothingtowear,comecloser.I

needhelpinggettingup.Ifeelsobigrightnow.

Me:Youlooksosexy.

Naye:Youverygoodatjokes.

Me:Areyoureallygoingtowalkaroundnaked?

Naye:Yes,dealwithit.Iactuallyfeellikemy

virginaistaringapart.Shewentonandon

abouthervirginawhilewalkingaroundnaked,

she'stryingtokillme.

Naye:AmItalkingtoomuch?

Me:Yesyouare.NowgetdressedbabeandI'll

bringyoubreakfast.

Ileftherstandingtherewithherhandsonher

hips.She'sbeautiful



Phelo:Breakfastisready,willshecomedown?

Me:Idon'tthinkso.Emihle'sstillasleep?

Phelo:Yessheis.Nayecamedownwearinga

blacklongdress.Atleastitstillfittedher,she

shouldgoshopping.

Naye:MorningPhelo

Phelo:Morning.

TherewasaknockatthedoorandMayibongwe

justbargedin.

Me:Whatifwewerehavingsexonthekitchen

counter?

Mayi:I'dclosemyeyesandlaughatyou

becauseyourparentswould'veseentoo.

Welaughedathimandmymomsmackedhis

head.

Mom:Nokukhanyamybaby,cometomommy.

Howareyou?Aretheyevenfeedingyou?Come

letmemakeyousomegoodfood.



Naye:They'vealreadymadebreakfast.Let'sgo

eat

TheywenttothekitchenwhilstMayI,Father

andIwenttomystudy.

Dad:Iseebothmydaughterin-lawsarehere.

Mayi:Both?Whatdoyoumeanboth?

Dad:Youcan'tfoolmeboy,Iknowyoulovethat

girl.Don'tbeslow,she'sabeauty.Theymight

takeher.

MayilookedlikeheisindeepthoughtandIjust

laughedather.

Dad:AndNoluthando?

Me:She'stheonethathiredthosetwoguysto

killNaye'sparentsandtriedtokillNaye.

Dad:What!I'vealwayssawthatshedoesn't

haveabrain.Whydidshedothatnonsense?

Me:Idon'tknowyetbutI'llfindoutlatertoday.

I'llkillherdad



Dad:Makeitlooklikesuicide.Sowecantellher

parentsshecommittedsuicideandwe'llsend

herbodybacktothem.Wewon'tburythat

cruelwoman.

Mayi:She'scompletelyoutofhermind.I'mglad

she'llbeoutofeveryone'slife.Sheevenhadthe

audacitytocomeandplayhappyfamilywithus

yetsheknewexactlywhatshewasplanning.Its

disgustingthatshepinneditallonZandy,she

knewexactlywhatshewasdoing

Dad:Ialsowanttoseeher.

Hesaidthatandwenttohiswife.Okaywhat

wasthatabout?Whywoulddadwanttosee

Nolu?Mayishruggedandwewenttositwith

everyoneelse.Emihlewokeupandshewas

happytoseemyparents.Sherantomyfather

Emi:Mkhulu!Didyoubringmysweets?

Dad:YesIdid.Yougrowbiggereachandevery

day.



Emi:Grandma,howareyou?

Mom:I'mgoodandyourself?

Emi:I'mhappytoseeyou.Nayecriedandasked

tobeexcused.Iwantedtofollowherbutmom

stoppedme.

Mom:I'lltakecareofthis.Justbringabottleof

water.

ShewenttoherandIfeltreallysad.Maybeshe

missesherparentsandseeingmineherejust

madeherwishitwerehers.Itsheartbreakingto

seeherlikethisandIwishIhadawaytobring

thembacktolife.

Me:Drinksomewater

Naye:Thankyou.

Shedrankthewaterandkissedmycheekthen

wentbacktositwitheveryone.Iguessmom

reallydidhandleitlikeshesaidshewould.Igot

acallfromBonga



Me:"B'man"

Bonga:"We'reallgoingovertoHQ.Comewith

theMrs"

Me:"We'reonourway."

IendedthecallandNayewaslookingatme

inquisitively.Shereallyhasbigeyes,butthey

cute.Ithinkallherbodypartsjustgotbigger

duetothispregnancyandIlovehersexy

thighs

Me:It'stime.

Dad,Mayi,NayeandIheadedtoHQand

everyoneonelsehadalreadyarrived.Zandy

wasmorethanreadytogetherrevenge,she

wasevenwearingallblackleatherandshades

withblacklipstickon.

Naye:Durbanweather?

Zandy:Gotthatright.

Noluwassittingonthefloorlookingtiredand



dirty.Therewasbloodaroundherandshedidn't

havehertoesonherleftfeet.Whenwegotin

NayejustchangedfromtheNayeweallknow.

Shewasruthless,sheslappedherandkicked

herandshewasjustbeatingherupendlessly.I

grabbedherandshewascursing.Shehadtears

alloverandshewasjustloosingcontrol.

Me:CalmdownNaye

Nolu:Youcanbeatmeupandevenkillme,but

thatwon'tbringbackyourparents.Theyare

dead!

Ngamso:Andyou'llfollow.Shetookoutoneof

herfingersandshescreamedinpain

Zandy:Somedogswillhaveagreatmeal

tonight.Kamo,whereshouldIstart?

Kamo:Takethefootfirst.

Nolu:No!Pleasestop!

Naye:Youdidn'tthinkofstoppingwhenyou



killedmyparents.TakeitZandy!

Zandy:OooohI'mlovingthis!Shechoppedof

herfootwithasawandshewasjustlaughing.

Honestly,theyalljusthaveanothersidetothem.

I'veneverseensuchbefore.Mphowaslooking

atthemlikeshewasstudyingthem

Dad:GivemethesawZandile.

ShegaveittohimandmydadcutoffNolu's

otherfoot.

Nolu:Youbastard!You'vealwaystreatedme

likeadog.Iknewyouneverwantedme!Whydo

youthinkyourstupidwifemiscarriedthebrat

shewascarrying?Idamnpoisonedher!

Dadthrewinapunchandhandedthesawover

tome.Theygirlstookturnstorturingherand

takingoutherbodypartswhileshewaslooking.

Wemadesurewedon'tkillheryet.Thatshe

suffersfromthepainbeforeshedies.Mayi

camewithboilingwaterandpoureditallover



her.

Naye:Whydidyoudoit?

Nolu:Togetyououtofthepicture.Youarethe

onehelovesandIwantedthattobeme.Did

youhonestlythinkI'dbehappywithmy

husbandbeingmarriedtoanotherwoman,a

womanhelovesmorethanme!Ikilledyour

parentssoIcouldstoptheweddingandtake

awaywhatyoureallyreallyloved!Iwantedto

hurtyouandIsucceeded!Knowwhy?Because

they'llneverbebackandyouwillalwaysbehurt

andlongforthem.Youluckyyousurvivedbitch!

Iwasgoingtokillyouandhewasgoingto

comebackrunningtome.Thenyourlittlebrat

wouldbeleftwithmeandI'dmakehersuffer

thankillher!Butno!Youalwaysgetyourway!

You'refuckenhereandalive!

Naye:AndI'mheretostay.Differencebetween

meandyouisthatI'mnotadumbassbitchlike

you.I'mnotheartlesslikeyouandIwon'tharm



yourparentsbecauseIknowhowitfeelstobe

withoutthemandIdon'twishthatyoursiblings

couldgothroughthispain.Youright,youtook

themawayfromme.Butjustphysically,they'll

alwaysbeinmyheartandIknowtheywatching

overme.That'swhyI'mstillalive!Andyou'llrot

inhell.

Nolu:Wearen'tdifferent,we'reallgoingtohell

andyouknowit.I'llgettherefirstandsaveyou

seats.Ithinkyou'llneedtwoseatsyoufatass.

Naye:Andhelovesit.

Me:DamnrightIdo.

Naye:Youwerenevergoingtogethim,youjust

wastedyourtime.

Theywentbackatitandtorturedhermore.She

wasscreaminguntilshehadnostrengthand

voice.

Me:That'senoughgirls,we'lltakeitfromhere.



Zee:Butwenotdone?

Lyanda:Youare.

Me:Gotomyhouse.Freshenupandwe'llsee

youinafewhours.

Naye:ButIsaidIwantedtokillher.

Me:Youwon'thaveanybloodinyourhands

whileI'mstillalive.Thatgoesforallofyou.

Dad:Youheardwhathesaid.We'llseeyoulater.

#Naye

Ienjoyedeachandeverysecondoftorturing

Nolu.Shesaidthingsthatwould'vehurtmeifI

hadn'thealedyetbutI'mmuchmorestronger

now.AndIhaveacceptedmyparentspassing.

I'mmadatNkosibutIalsodounderstandwhy

heisprotectingme.Iunderstandhe'sdecision

andIshouldknowwhereIstandandobeyhis

decisionsbecauseattheendofthedayitwill



workoutforallofus.Justknowingthatshe'll

bedeadmakesmefeelgood.Othersmightsee

measbeingcruelbutwhatshedidwasbeyond.

Icouldn'tbeanicegirlaboutit,Ihadtobecruel.

Itkindabroughtsomeclosureinmyheartanda

lotofweightwastakenoffmyshoulders.We

gothomeanditsmelleddevine.PheloandMaQ

werecooking.

Ntoko:I'mhungry.Pleasetellmethefoodis

ready

MaQ:Justafewmoreminutesyounglady.

Me:She'salsoeatingfortwo.

MaQ:Ohwow!Congratulationsmygirl.That

Zuluboyislucky.

Ntoko:Thankyoumom.Hesureis.

Me:We'llgofreshenupandcomeeat.

Phelo:IsMayicomingback?

Bee:Yes,yourbaewillbeback.



Phelo:Heisn'tmybae,buthejustlefthiswallet

here.

Zandy:Andyoustillhere?Dear,whenaman

leaveshiswalletbehindthat'shimsecretly

tellingyoutogospendhismoney.

Siya:Andwheredidyouhearthat?

Sneh:IfeelsorryforMpho

Zandy:It'sallinZandy'sRuleBook.Youshould

getsometipsandtricksfromit.You'llthankme

later.

Weallwenttofreshenupandatelunchatthe

garden.Ihaven'tbeenheresincethedaythat

wassupposedtobemywedding.Thekidswere

playingattheplayingarea.Siya'squadshave

reallygrownandtheboysarereallyhardtotell

apart,theyarejusttooidenticalandthemore

theygrow,themoretheylooklikePhilasande.I

wonderhowmybabywilllook,Ihopeshelooks

likeme.



MaQ:Youknow,whenyouwanttogiveittohim

realgood,getontopofhim,makesureyoutie

hishandssohecan'ttouchyou.Ridehimrough

andwhenhe'sabouttocum,leavehimhanging.

Makehimbeg.

Sneh:What!Ma,Ineverexpectedtohearthis

fromyou

Zandy:I'malsoshocked.

MaQ:IknowyouyoungladiesthinkI've

abstainedanddon'tgetsomeanymore.Why

doyouthinkIdon'thavewrinklesandI'mnot

aging?Iswallow

Siya:TMI!Mayou'vegottobekiddingme

Me:Iwasneverready!

MaQ:Goonyourkneesandsuckittillhe

doesn'tknowhe'sname.DoyouthinkI'd

abstainwhenIhavethathandsomeman?I'd

nevergetenoughofhim



Kamo:Heisstillfreshforhisage.

Belinda:Yeahheyheisandhe'sveryscary

Zandy:Youcansaythatagain.

Wecontinuedandhadthe"SexTalk"withMa,I

can'tevenbelieveI'mhavingasextalkwithmy

motherin-law.Phelowasjuststillquietand

listeningtousaswespeak.

Ngamso:Whyareyousosilent?Tellusabout

yourdirtydeeds?

Sneh:Theinnocentonesarethewildest!

WelaughedandPhelokeptonplayingwithher

fingers.

Phelo:I'mstillavirgin

I'mshocked!Yesshe'smycousinbutIdidn't

knowshewasstillavirgin.

Zandy:Dear,howoldareyou?

Phelo:23

nonzuzo



Sneh:Andyou'restillavirgin?Wow,theLordis

withyou.I'mfeelingsoproudrightnow.

Siya:It'sreallysurprisingbecausewealldidn't

evenreachtheageof20asvirgins

MaQ:Iwas19,soIwasabitclose.

Kamo:NoMa,youwere19.Weallinthe

categoryofbeingdisvirginedundertheageof

20.

Wealllaughedandcontinuedtalking.Theguys

arrivedandtheywerewonderingaroundinthe

kitchen.

MaQ:They'llseewhattheydotofeedtheir

stomachs.Wewon'tbetakingpart,rightgirls?

Ntoko:YesMam,theygottwolegsandtwo

hands.

AfterawhiletheycametojoinusNkosicame

tositnexttome.Hecanbesoclingy

sometimes.Helovesjusttouchingmystomach



andrubbingitendlessly.

King:Zandile.

Zandylookedlikeshewasabouttoshiton

herself.

Zandy:MyKing...Imeangreatone....UhmKing.

Helaughedather

King:CallmeDad.Iunderstandyou'vewent

throughtoughtimesandI'msorryforwhatyou

hadtogothroughbecauseofNoluthando.

Beingblamedforsomethingyoudidn'tdoand

youendedupbeinginjailforit.Myapologies

Zandy:It'sokaydad,Iknewwe'dfindthetrue

culprit.Iwould'vespenttherestofmylifeinjail

ifIhadto.Justtoprovemyinnocence.

King:Nokukhanya

Me:Baba

King:Icannotimaginehowharditwastogo

throughwhatyou'vewentthroughforthepast



week.You'restrongerthanIthoughtandyou

shouldneverfeelaloneandthatyoudon'thave

parents,meandmywifearehereforyouand

thatgoesforyouandallyoursiblings.

Me:Thankyoudad.

King:Nangamso,youhaveafamilynowand

youhavefriendsandamanthatlovesyou.Stop

beingsoprotectiveofyourheartandallowhim

toloveyou.Stopactingtobesostrongand

allowyourselftobevulnerable,thatalsogoes

foryouZandyandZee.Ihaven'tknownyougirls

foralongtimebutthisshortamountoftime

hasallowedmetoseethrougheachandevery

oneofyou.Sneh

Sneh:Father

King:Learntoforgivemychild.Itwillhelpyou

moveon.YouandZeeneverhadafatherfigure

butIamhere.Whenyouneedafather,Iam

here.AmImakingmyselfclear?



Theynodded.Itwasactuallyanemotional

momentforallofus.Hetalkedtoallofusand

itwasdeep.

King:Nowthesemenareheretoprotectyou,

loveyouandgiveyouagoodlifethatyou

deserve.Thestruggleisovernowandyouneed

torestandenjoybeingtakencareofandnot

hustling.Theyaremenandthey'lldostupid

thingsbutattheendoftheday,theyloveyou.

Nowtheyhaveonerequestandhearthemout.

Bonga:Weknowtheforcehasbeenapartof

yourlifeforalongtimenowbutyouhaveto

stop.

Mpho:Itstimeyouquittheforcenowand

focusedonotherthings.

Nkosi:Wehavechildren,you'remotherstoallof

ourchildren.Wecan'thaveyourunningaround

withgunsandlivingyourlivesontheedge

wheneverthere'samission.Wearehereto



protectyounow.

Lubah:Justdoitforus

Zandy:I'llquitbutaslongasIgettokeepmy

gun.

WelaughedandIdohonestlythinkitstime.

We'llmissthatsideofourlivesbutwe're

growingnow.Mostofusaremothersnowand

whoknows,maybeayearfromnowwe'llallbe

mothers.Weallagreedtoitandtheywere

happy.

Danny:ThatwaseasierthanIthought.Idohave

somethingtoask.

Jabu:Thefloorisyours.

Danny'sfacewasturningpink.Andhewent

downonhiskneeandtookoutaring

Danny:WillyoumarrymeZiyandaBhengu?Will

youbeMrsMcKenzie?

Zeestartedcryingandshenoddedwhilewe



werescreaminganddancing.Theykissedand

weallwerelookingatthem.IheldNkosiandit

wasjustamomentoflove.

Bee:Iguesswehavetwoweddingtoplan!!I'm

soexcited!

Weallsatandhadalovelyafternoon.Itwas

reallyfilledwithloveandlaughter.Myfriends

aremyfamilyandIwouldn'ttradethemfor

anything.Ijustlovethem.

King:Youbetteraskforthatgirlonadate

Mayibongwe,Ididn'tmakeacowardson.

Withthatsaidhewinkedandleftussitting

thereinawe.I'msureMayibongweisjust

wishingforaplacetohiderightnow.
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Twomonthshavepassedalreadyafterthat

hecticandheartbreakingmomentwehad.I've

beeninandoutofthedoctorsofficeforcheck

upsandI'mfine,soismybaby.I'm6months

pregnantandonly3moremonthstogo.

Ntokozo'sstomachisalsostartingtoshow,

she'llbegivingbirthnextyearinMarch.Shestill

hasalongwaytogo,I'vegainedsomuch

weightanditsalljustmakingmeevenmore

lazy.I'vestoppedgoingtowork,becausemy

husbandsayssoandI'mtoobloatedtostand

upalldayanddeliverbabies.Nkosinathiwas

beentravelingalotduetoworkandtodayheis

comingbackfromMozambique.Ihaven'tbeen

stuckinthehousealonewithEmihle.Phelois

stillaroundandshe'swaitingforherresultsand

toseeifshegetsthejobornot.SoIhavesome



companywheneverEmihleisatschool.Phelo

hasbeenreallygreathelpbecauseIcan'tget

offthebedwithoutanyhelp.Mystomachisjust

toobigandthispregnancyisdifferentfrom

whenIwaspregnantwithEmihle.Mayibongwe

decidedtoshowupthismorninganditwas

goodtoseehimagain.Heisnowdrivingmeto

thesalon,Ireallyneedtodomyhair.Heisstill

smokinghisweedandIdon'tthinkhe'llever

stop.Yetyounevergettosmellweedwhen

you'rewithhim,heisneatandsmellsreally

reallygood.I'msureheusesveryexpensive

Cologne's.

Mayi:Sister,tellme.WhyisPhelosoquiet?She

makesitimpossibleformetoevenkeepthe

conversationbetweenus.Likethismorning,I

triedflirtingwithherbutshejustlookedatme

blanklyandwalkedaway.

Ilaughedathim,helookedsofrustrated.

Me:Itsjustthewaysheis,maybewhenshe



getsusedtoyou,she'llbemorecomfortable

withyouandshe'lltalk.She'sreallytalkactive.

Mayi:Idon'tbelievethat.It'sreallyfrustrating

becausenogirlhaseverchallengedme.They

alwaysthrowthemselvesatme.

Me:Wellnotthistime.You'llhavetofigureitall

out.IsuggestyoubuyherKinderJoy,she'llbe

happy.

Mayi:Thatsmallthingwithchocolateballs

inside?

Me:Yes.Shelovesit.Andit'sthelittlethingsa

guydoesthatmakeusnoticehim.

Mayi:I'lldojustthat.Ihopeshelikesit.

Me:Shewill.

HedroppedmeoffandIwentinside.Iwantto

doblacklongartificialdreadlocks.Istartedwith

washingmyhairandthesalongossipwas

gettingheated.IlovecominghereandI'vebeen



theircustomerforyears.Iwasgoingthrough

mycontactswhenIcameacrossNolu's

numberandIdeletedit.Shewasburiedather

homeandweattendedthefuneral.Wemadeit

looklikeshewaskidnappedbyoneofherrivals,

whowantedrevengebecauseshewonacase

thatmadehimgetalifesentenceinjailbuthe

wasabletoescape.Theybelievedit,itwas

prettyconvincingsotheroyalfamilyhadno

doubts.Theyweren'treallysadandI

rememberedNolutellingmethatshereally

doesn'thaveacloserelationshipwithherfamily.

Thepressdidpublishthestoryandwehadto

faketearsatapressconference.Igotatext

fromKamotellingmethedressfittingswillbe

at13:00pm.Ntokozo'sweddingwilltakeplace

firstfollowedbyZee'sonthenextmonth.The

lobolahastakenplaceforbothofthemandso

didthemembeso.Zeewillnothaveatraditional

weddingandNtokozowill.AfterIwasdone

Mayicametofetchmeandhehadalready



boughttheKinderJoy.Wellletmesaythe

KinderJoys,heboughtabout20ofthemandI

alsotooktwo.

Mayi:DoyouthinkIwentover?

Me:Maybe,maybenot.Youjustneverknow

withPhelo.

Mayi:Iwanttofinallyaskheroutonadate.But

Ijustdon'tknowwheretotakeher.

Me:Goridemotorbikesanddoalittleromantic

picnic.

Mayi:Shelovesmotorbikes?Whatelsedoes

shelike?

Me:Yepshedoes.Therestyou'llfindoutwhen

youwithher.HenoddedandIgotacallfrom

Nkosinathi.

Me:Nkosi

Nkosi:Missme?I'mabouttolandandI'llbeoff

tothesuitfittingthenI'llbeallyours



Me:WellactuallyIdon'tmissyou.

Nkosi:Youwish.Justlastnightyouwerecrying

beggingmetocomebackhome.

Me:Itwasjustthehormones.I'malsoonmy

waytothedressfitting.

Nkosi:Nokukhanyaareyoudriving?

Me:NoI'mnot.Mayiisdrivingme.

Nkosi:Hedidn'ttellhe'shere.

Me:Maybehewantedtosurpriseorheforgot.

Hehasalotonhismind

Nkosi:StilltryingtofigureouthowtoaskPhelo

onadate?

Me:Yep.He'sfrustrated

WelaughedandMayiwasirritated.Itsactually

justsofunnytoseehimthisway.NkosiandI

endedthecall.

Me:Willseeyoulater.Youdon'thavetopick



meup.Oneofthegirlswilldropmeoff.

Mayi:Okaybye.Wishmeluck.

Me:GoodluckMayibongwe.

Igotoutthecarandanothergirlaccidentally

bumpedintomeandcoffeewasspiltallover

ourclothes.

Girl:Ohmygod!Ohgod!I'msososorry.I

wasn'tlookingandI'mhesitating,thebosshas

beencallingme,itsmyfirstday.NowIneedto

gobackandgetcoffee.MaybeI'llbefiredand

he'ssohardtoplease.Mymindisjustallover

theplace.ImsosorryMam

ShespokesofastandIjustlookedather

blankly.

Me:Calmdown,it'snobigdeal.Justwatch

whereyougoingnexttime.

Girl:YesIwill.Again,I'mreallysorry.

Me:Itsokay,I'llchange.



Shewalkedbackandsheturnedaroundagain.

Me:What?

Girl:Mam,Iknowyoudon'tknowmeandwe

justmetandImessedupyourdressbutIdon't

havemoneytoreplacethecoffeeIjustspilt.I

onlyhave5randstocatchataxiwhenIhaveto

gobackhome.

Shewasplayingwithherfingersandbitingher

nailswhilesheexplained.Idon'tknowwhybut

shelookssofamiliarandIjustcannotpinpoint

whoshelookslike.

Me:What'syourname?

Girl:Sbahle,SbahleGumede.

Idon'treallyknowmanyGumedepeople.It's

justsomenurseatthehospitalandshedoesn't

looklikeSbahle.

Me:Takethis,you'llreplacethecoffeeandget

youhome.Taxi'shereareR7.



Sbahle:Butthisistoomuchmam,Ican'ttake

R500fromyou.Ievenmessedupyourdress.

Me:Itsokay.Ihavetogonow.

Sbahle:Thankyousomuchmam.Shehugged

meandrushedoff.Shelookslikeshe's18or19.

Belindacameandstoodnexttome.

Belinda:Whatwasthatabout?

Me:Somegirlspiltcoffeeonme.Ican'thelp

butthinkIknowherfromsomewhereorshe

lookslikesomeone.Ijustcan'tputmyfingeron

it.Let'sgetinside

Shenoddedandwegotinside,wewerethelast

toarrive.EvenSiyahasarrived,that'sthefirst.

She'salwayslate.Wefittedthedressandthey

lookedgoodonus.Zandywasspinningaround

andtwirlingaroundwithherdress.

Me:NOWAY!

Kamo:What?



Me:Huh?

Zee:Youjustscreamed"Noway"Iwouldsay

yeswayifIknewwhatyou'reonabout.

Me:Ohnothing,IjustrememberedIleftNkosi's

sneakersathome.Iwassupposedtotakethem

toTotalSports,smallsize.

Ngamso:Youcanstilldothatlatertodayor

tomorrow.

Me:Yeah,I'lldoittomorrow.

Nothiscan'tbe,theyreallydolookalike.Sbahle

lookslikeZandy.Iknewshelookslikesomeone

Iknow!Ijustdidn'tknowwho.Weweredone

withthedressfittingandLubahcametofetch

Belinda,Igotaliftfromthem.Wearegoingto

thesamestreetsoIhoppedin.Hedroppedme

offandIthankedthem.Nkosiwasalready

waitingformeoutside.

Nkosi:Whydidn'tyoutellmetocomepickyou

up?



Me:Therewasnoneedbabe.Howareyou?

Nkosi:I'mgood,I'vejustmissedyouandmy

littleone's.

Me:Where'sEmihle?

Nkosi:Inthehousewatchingmovieswhile

eatingallthecandyMayigotforPhelo.

Me:Howdiditgo?

Nkosi:Hehasn'tevenasked.ButPhelowas

happy.

WewalkedinthehouseandPhelowasrunning

alloverscreaming,followedbyEmihle.

Nkosi:What'sgoingon!

HetookouthisgunandhiditwhenEmihle

lookedourway.Whatisgoingonhere?Iwas

evenstandingbehindNkosinathi.

Phelo:Ohsorrytofrightenyou.Nothingbadis

goingon.



Emihle:AuntPhelojuststoodupandranall

overthehousesoIfollowedher.

Phelo:Ijustgotcarriedawayandtooexcited.I

gotthejob!

Webothscreamedandhugged.Emihlejust

enjoyedthescreamingpart.

Nkosi:Congratulations,we'reproudofyou.

Phelo:Thankyou.

Me:Congratulationssis.Whendoyoustart?

Phelo:Nextweek,I'llbeworkingfrom

Johannesburgthough.

Mayi:Congratulations,weshouldgooutand

celebratetonight.

Nkosi:Ohyesthat'sagoodidea.

Mayiwidenedhiseyes.

Nkosi:Oh,Iseewe'renotinvited.

Phelo:I'dloveto.



Shesmiledandlookeddown.Mayilookedlike

hehasjustwonthelottery.NkosiandIwent

upstairstoourroom

Nkosi:Sohowwasyourday?Diditgowellat

thedressfittingappointment?

Me:Yesitdidandmydaywasgood.

Nkosi:Youlookbeautiful,thathairstylesuits

you.Babe,weneedtotalk.

Me:Soundssoserious,what'sup?

Nkosi:I'vebeenthinking,aboutyou.Wellyou've

alwayswantedawhiteweddingandyouwere

veryexcitedaboutushavingonebutthings

happened.Doyouwantustodoitagain?

Me:No,Idon'twantanywhitewedding.Plus

we'remarried,wedon'tneedawhiteweddingto

officiateourmarriage.

Nkosi:Yousure?

Me:Yes,Iam.Ijustdon'twantanywhite



weddingorevenawhitedressonme.

I'vealwayswantedtoburnorsellmydresses

butIjusthaven'tandIdon'tknowwhy.ButIdo

makesuretheyaren'tanywherenearmysight.I

justdon'twanttoseeawhiteweddinggown.

Nkosi:Youdoknowwehavetoattendtwo

whiteweddings,ofwhichyou'reabridesmaidat

both.Willyoubeokay?

Me:YesI'llbefine.Idon'tthinkI'lleverwanta

whiteweddingsoweshouldn'ttalkaboutit

again.

Nkosi:We'llbegoingtoLangelihleafterthe

weddings.

Me:Ohokay,itsbeenawhilesincewewent

there.

Nkosi:Yes,pluswe'llspendtheDecember

holidaysthereandyou'llgivebirthathome.

Me:Why?



Nkosi:Itsalwaysbeenthatway.Don'tworry,it

willbelikeyou'reinahospital.You'renotgoing

togivebirthonagrassmat.

Me:Ohgoodthen.Somethingstrange

happenedtoday?

Nkosi:Whatisit?

Heaskedashecametolaynexttomeonthe

bed.

Me:Someyounggirlbumpedintometodayand

spiltcoffeeonme.

Nkosi:Idon'tseeanycoffeestainandhowis

thatstrange?

Me:AllowmetofinishNkosinathi.Sowetalked

andhernameisSbahleGumede.Shelookslike

she's18/19,shehadnomoneytoreplacethe

coffeeandmoneytogohomeafterwork.She

justhadafiverand.SoIgavehermoney.The

strangethingisthatshelookssomuchlike

ZandileanditsnotsomethingI'mimaginingin



myhead.ShelookslikeZandy

Nkosi:Oh,that'sstrange.

Me:Whatifshe'sZandile'srelativeor

something?

Nkosi:Youmightbereadingtoomuchintoit

babe.PlusZandiledoesn'tevenhaveany

siblings.Itsjustherandhermom.

Me:ButitsreallystrangeNkosinathi.Theylook

toomuchlikeeachother.

Nkosi:Peoplelookalikeouthere.Whoknows,

maybeyoualsohavesomeonewholookslike

yousomewhereintheworld.

Me:Maybeyou'rerightandmaybeyou'rewrong.

Nkosi:I'lllookintoitandseewhatIfind.

Me:Thatwouldbegreat.Thanks.

Nkosi:Anythingforyoumylovelywife.

Hegotoffthebedandputonhisshoes



Me:Whereareyougoing?

Nkosi:Justgoingforajog.

Me:Idon'twantyoutogo.

Nkosi:Why?

Hehadasillysmileonhisface.

Me:Imissyou

Nkosi:I'llbeback.

Me:Nkosinathi.

Hereallyisn'tgoingtomakemebeg.Itsnotmy

faultthatIjustcraveforsex.Hegotme

pregnantnowheshouldtakecareofit.

Nkosi:WhatdoyouwantNaye?

Me:Iwantyou

Nkosi:Whatexactlydoyouwantfromme?

Me:ReallyNkosinathi?

Nkosi:Younotgettingituntilyoutellmewhat



isitthatyouwant.

Me:IwantMrMkhize.

Nkosi:Takehim.

Ismiledandwentovertohim.Hetiptoedand

putmyarmsaroundhisneck.Hepickedmeup

andlaidmeonthebed.Withmebeingthisbig,I

getitfromtheback.

Nkosi:Ilovehowbigyourthighshavebecome.

Youshouldalwaysbepregnant

Me:You'recrazy,that'snevergoingtohappen

again.

Nkosi:We'llseeaboutthat.

Withthatsaid,hewasinsideofmepenetrating

gently.IreallymissedhimandIcouldn'tstop

moaning.

Me:Aaaah...Nkosinathi!!

Iheldontothebedspreadsheetandhe

penetrateddeeperhittingalltherightcorners.



JustwhenIwasabouttobuildupand

cum.Emihledecidedtodisturb.Weheardher

footstepsandshewasrunninghere.

Emihle:Mommmy!Daddy!!!

Nkosi:Shit!!

Hequicklyfixedhimselfupandrushedtothe

bathroom.IsatupandEmihlebargedin.

Me:Mybaby.

Emihle:Where'sdaddy?

Me:Atthebathroom.

Emihle:Oh,Ijustcametocheckuponyou.

UncleMayiandIaregoingforicecream.Ithink

AuntPhelowillbejoiningustoo.

Me:Ohkayhavefun.

Shekissedmeandleft.Iclosedthedoorand

madesureIlocked.

Me:Phew!Thatwasclose



Nkosi:Tooclose,nowwherewasI?

Ismiledandwekissedandcontinuedfrom

whereweleftoff.
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Thepastweekhasbeenverybusy.We'vebeen

doingthefinalplanningofNtokozo'swedding

andeverythingiscomingtogether.Itwon'tbea

bigwedding,justfamilyandfriends.Itsjustlike

Ntokozo,shedoesn'tlikebigthingsandbeing

thecenterofattention.She'ssimplebut

sophisticatedandthat'showherweddingwill



be.I'mstilljustlayinginbedwhenJuniorand

Emihleruninthebedroom.Theyjustlove

running,Juniorhasgrownsomuchandhe

lookslikePhila.Phila'sgenesarereallystrong

becausethequadsalsojustlooksomuchlike

him.

Junior:AuntyNaye,howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyourselfJunior?

Junior:I'mokay,wecametotellyouweare

leavingnow.Dadhascometofetchus.

Iworemygownandwentdownstairswiththem.

Philawashelpinghimselfinthekitchen.

Me:Hello

Phila:Woah,whathappenedtoyourface?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Phila:Uhmnothing,let'sgokids.

Me:Philasande!



Phila:Okayyourfaceisabitswollen.

Ilookedatmyselfatthemirrorandscreamed!

Me:Abitswollen!Itsbig!

Phila:You'llbefine.

Helaughedatmeandleftwiththekids.It'sso

lonelyinthishouserightnow.Phelohasleft

andImustsay,Imisshersomuch.She'sreally

doinggoodatworkandhasflownoutofthe

country.Mayiloveshowshe'sbasedin

Johannesburgandhegetstoseehermore

often.Ihadbreakfastandafruitsalad

afterwardsthanwenttotakeashower.Iworea

babyblueshirtwithleggings.Myfacewas

lookingfinenow,theyswellinghadwentdown.I

tiedmydreadlocksintoamessybunandputon

somelipstick.Iwenttothekitchenandpacked

Nkosi'slunchandthedrivertookmetohiswork

place.Hewasstillbusytalkingtosomeguyand

Iwenttohisofficeandwaitedforhimthere.I



leftmybagonthecouchandmademyself

comfortableonhischair.Hecameinwithhis

PAandgavehersomepaperwork.Istillcan't

getoverherbeauty,she'sreallybeautiful.

Nkosi:Mybeautifulwife

Me:Myhusband,Iseeyou'reverybusytoday.I

broughtyoulunch

Nkosi:Thankyousomuchbabe.There's

somethingIwantyoutoseebeforeIgotomy

meeting.Heheldmyhandandwewentouthis

officeanddownthepassage.Therewasahuge

pictureofmewhenIwasstandingbeing

welcomedtohishome.Thepicturewastaken

whenIwasstanding,lookingconfusedbecause

everyonewaskneelingandatthattimeIwas

reallyconfusedastowhytheydidthat.It'sa

verybeautifulpicture.

Me:Wow,Iloveit.It'sreallybeautiful,whendid

youputituphere?



Nkosi:Yesterday,itreallyhasaspecialplacein

myheart.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.DidyougetwhatIneeded?

HehandedoverapieceofpapertomeandI

kissedhim.

Nkosi:IhaveameetingthatIneedtoattend

nowbabe.

Me:WheredidIleavemybag?

Nkosi:Ithinkitsinmyoffice.

WewalkedbacktohisofficeandItookmybag

thenhewalkedmeouttothecar.

Nkosi:I'llseeyoulater

Me:Bye.

IgavemydrivertheaddresstoSbahle's

workplace.Ineedtoseeher,Istilldobelieve

there'smoretothisthanherjustlookinglike

Zandy.IgotthereandIwenttothereceptionist



Me:Morning,I'mlookingforsomeoneandI

believesheworkshere.HernameisSbahle

Gumede

Her:OhsorryMrsMkhize,shedoesn'twork

hereanymore.Shewasfiredabout2weeksago.

Idon'tgetsurprisedanymorewhenpeople

knowwhoIamandwhoI'mmarriedto.

Me:Uhmdoyouhaveanyideawhereshestays?

Ireallyneedtoseeher.

Her:Pleasewaitaminute.Shewasgonefora

bitandcamebackwithapieceofpaperwhich

gavemeSbahle'saddress.

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Her:I'mgladIcouldhelpMrsMkhize.

IleftthereandheadedtoMorningsidetothe

addressIwasgiven.Itreallylookedlikeadump,

nonormalhumanbeingshouldbelivinghere.I

knockedonthebrokendoorandsomeweird



boywholookedreallyhighopenedthedoor

Me:Hi,I'mlookingforSbahleGumede.

Boy:Shedoesn'tstayhere.Shestaysthere

Hepointedataplacewhichhadcardboards

andplasticsasshelterforstreetpeople.

Me:Shestaysthere?Areyousure?

Boy:Yesmam,that'swhereshestays.

Me:Thankyou.

Myheartjustsank.Shecan'tbestayingonthe

streets.Mydrivercamewithmeaswelooked

aroundandIkeptoncallinghername.She

cameoutofablueplasticbagwhichwas

supportedbystickstostandonshelookedasif

shewassleeping.

Sbahle:Iknowyou

Me:Yesyoudo,SbahleI'vebeenlookingallover

foryou.



Sbahle:MamI'msorry,Idon'thavemoneyto

paybackyourR500andIjustlostmyjob.

Me:Ididn'tcomehereformymoney.Whydidn't

youtellmeyoustayonthestreets?

Sbahle:MamIdon'ttelleveryoneImeetthatI

stayonthestreets.

Me:StopcallingmeMam,callmeNaye.Come,

takeyourthingsandlet'sgo.

Shetookabagandoneguyshouted

Guy:Youhaven'tpaidyourrentforaweek!

Me:Youpaytosleeponthestreets?

Sbahle:Yesandhewatchesovermesonoone

hurtsme.

Itookoutmoneyandgavethisguy.Ireallycan't

believethis.WegotinsidethecarandItoldthe

drivertodrivetooneofmyapartments.

Me:Thebathroomisonyourleft,thesecond

door.GofreshenupandI'llordersomefood.



Sbahle:ThankyousisNaye.

ItextedNkosi..."Ifoundher,shewasstayingon

thestreets"Aftersometime,thefoodwas

deliveredandshewasdonefresheningup.

Me:I'llgetyouclothesandyou'llbestayinghere.

Comeeat

Sbahle:Thankyou

Sheatelikeshehasn'teatenfordays.Iwonder

whysheendeduponthestreets

Me:Wantmore?

Sbahle:Yesplease,thismeatisdelicious.

Me:It'sNandos.

Sbahle:I'veneverhaditbefore.

Me:HowoldareyouSbahle?

Sbahle:17.

Me:Whatareyoudoingonthestreetsatsucha

youngage?



Sbahle:IwaskickedoutofthefosterhomeI

stayedat.Idon'tknowmyparentsbutthe

motheratthehometoldmemyfatherleftme

atherdoorstep.

Me:Suchcruelty.Finishupsowecangoget

youclothesandgroceries.There'ssomeoneI

wantyoutomeettomorrow.

Sbahle:SisNayeyoudon'tneedtodothisfor

me.

Me:Iwantto.Nowcome,let'sgo.

Wewenttopavilionandshetooktheclothes

shelikedandweboughttoiletriesand

everythingelsesheneeded.Whilewewere

buyinggroceriesIgotacallfromNkosi

Nkosi:You'renothomeNokukhanya.

Me:BabeI'llbehomeinanhour.I'lltellyouall

aboutitwhenIgethome.

Nkosi:OkayIloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Afterweweredone.Wewenttotheapartment

andpackedeverythingwebought.

Me:I'llleaveyouhereandseeyoutomorrow

around11okay?There'severythingyouneed

hereandatelephonesoyoucancallmeifyou

needanything.

Sbahle:Thankyousomuchsisi

Wehuggedanditwasaround6pmwhenIgot

home.

Me:I'mhome!!

Nkosi:Finally,I'vemissedyou.

Me:It'sbeenalonghecticday.Smellsgoodin

here

Nkosi:Thechefcookedyourfavoritemeal.

EmihleissleepingoveratSiya's,shewas

havingtoomuchfunanddidn'twanttocome

home.



Me:Mybabygetsboredsometimes.

Nkosi:Shewon'tbeboredoncethebabyisborn.

Wesatdownandhadsupper.AfterthatItooka

showerandwesatonthebed.

Me:ShewasstayingonthestreetsNkosinathi,

she'sjust17.

Nkosi:Isawyourmessagebutcouldn'trespond

toit.Whereisshenow?

Me:Oneoftheapartments,Iboughtsome

clothesforherandgroceries.Shesaidshewas

kickedoutofherfosterhomeandherfatherleft

heratthedoorstepofherfosterparent.Ididn't

getthefullstorybutthegirlsandIwillgosee

hertomorrow

Nkosi:WithZandy?Doessheknow?

Me:YeswithZandyandshedoesn'tknowyet.

Nkosi:Itsgoodthatshe'soffthestreets,wanta

footmassage?



Me:I'dlovethat,getmyfootlotionplease.I

thinkitsinmybag.

Hewenttomybagandhe'sexpression

changedinaflash.Hewasangry.

Me:What'swrong?

Nkosi:WhatarethesedoinginyourbagNaye!!?

Whydoyouhaveanopenedboxofcondomsin

yourbag!!

Me:Wedon'tevenusecondomsNkosinathi.I

don'tknow

Nkosi:Don'tmakemeafool!!Howdoyou

explainthese!?Wherewereyouthisafternoon

Naye?Don'tyoudarelietome!

Me:There'snoneedforyoutoshoutAndbe

angryfornothingNkosinathi.Iamtellingyou

thatidon'tknowhowthosegotthere.Youknow

exactlythatIwaswithSbahleandmydriver

knowsthattoo.



Nkosi:Don'tupsetmewoman!Areyoucheating

onme!Whatisthis!Hewasstartingtoreally

scareme.Hewassmashingthingsandhe

cameclosetome.HewassomethingthatI've

neverseenbefore.

Me:Nkosinathi,pleasecalmdown!Iamnot

cheatingonyou!WhywouldIevendothat!

NkosinathiIloveyou

Nkosi:Don'ttellmethatlie!!!There'sevena

usedcondominhere,suchfilth!Andyouhave

thedamnnervetobringinintoourhome!!!Are

youinsaneNaye!!Whoishe!

Me:Noone!Nkosinathicalmdown.

Iwasevencryingbutthatdidn'tstophim.He

cameclosetomeandhewaspantingand

breathingheavily.I'veneverseenhimlikethis.

Nkosi:Whoishe?Youbettertellmethetruth!

Me:Youwantmetolie!Andsaythere's

someoneI'msleepingwith?WherewouldIeven



getthetimetocheatonyou!WhywouldIeven

dothat,andruinourmarriage!I'mhurtand

disappointedthatyouthinkofsuchaboutme!

Hewasangry,walkingaroundthehouseand

throwingthingsonthefloor.Hetookthecouch

andthrewitoutthewindow!Ineedtogethelp,I

tookmyphoneandhesnatcheditandthrewit

onthefloor.

Nkosi:You'recallingyourmanhuh!You're

callinghim!!

Heraisedhishandandhewasabouttoslapme

butitseemedasifhegotbacktohissenses

andhestopped.

Me:Doit!!Dotit!!What'sstoppingyou!Fucken

beatmeup!!Showmewhoyoureallyare!Beat

meup!!

Nkosi:ShutupNaye!Shutup!

Me:Orwhat!You'llbeatmeup!Justdoit!Beat

meup!



Iwasthrowingmylittlepunchesonhischest

anditdidn'tevenseemlikehefeltit.Iwasjust

wastingmetime.

Me:Youdamnaccusemeofcheatingonyou!

Youdon'ttrustme!Ihateyou!Ihateyou!And

maybeIshouldgetmyselfamanwhowilltrust

meandnotthiscrazymaninfrontofme!Who

thehellareyouandwhathaveyoudoneto

Nkosinathi!!!

Nkosi:Whatdidyoujustsay!

Me:Youheardme!Youwantmetocheaton

you!Thanthat'swhatyou'llfuckenget!Giveme

thosedamncondomsandI'llgousethem!!And

thenputtheminmybagsoyoucanseethem!!!

Howstupidisthat!!!

HecarriedmeandIwasscreamingandbiting

himonhisshoulders

Me:Don'ttouchme!Putmedown!Leavee

alone!!Leavemealoneyouwomanbeater!Are



yougoingtolockmeupandbeatmeup!Throw

meoutlikeapieceofrubbish!You'llneversee

yourbabyagaindamnit!Putmedown!

Heputmedownandlookedintomyeyes.Oh

lord,whatdidIjustsay?HeupsetmeandI

endedupsayingthingsIshouldn'thavesadbut

healsosaidthingsthathurtme.Himthinking

I'mcheatingonhimisjustheartbreaking!He

lookedatmeoncemoreandlefttheroom.I

followedhimwhilescreamingathimandhe

lockedhimselfupatthegym.Hecanlock

himselfinthereforaslongashewantstoI

don'tcare!!IsatdownatthedoorandIcried.I

couldheartheequipmentbreakingandbeing

crashedandhimscreaming.Hewasbanging

things.

Me:Nkosinathi!Nkosinathiopenthisdoor!!

Hewasn'tgoingtoopen,Idon'tthinkhe'lleven

hearme.ItookmyphoneandcalledBonga



Me:Comeherenow!

Bonga:I'llbetherein2minutes.

Beingonthesamestreetreallyhelps.Hecame

inandhe'seyeswerewideopen

Bonga:What'sgoingon?

HewasfollowedbyMphoandLyanda.Iwas

stillcryingandIpointedatthegymroomand

theyranthere.

Bonga:Nkosinathiopenthisdoor!

Mpho:Hewon'topen

LyandakickedthedoordownandNkosiwas

sittingatthecornerwithhishandsbleedingand

hedidn'tevenlookatus.

Me:Areyoustupid!!Lookathowyou'vehurt

yourself!

Nkosi:Getheroutofhere!!

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere!



Mpho:Come,youcan'tseehimlikethis.Goget

somerest,youneedit.Wewenttomyroom

butitwasalsoamess

Mpho:Shit,thisplaceismessedup.Whydidn't

youcallearlier?

Me:Ithoughthe'dcalmdown.I'llsleepatthe

spareroom.

Mpho:Don'tworry,he'llbefine.Didhehurtyou?

Me:No,hedidn't.

HenoddedandIwenttooneofthespare

rooms.Ilaidonthebedandcried.Howcould

hedothis?Howcouldhedothistous?He

doesn'ttrustme,hedidn'tevenlistentome.I

don'tknowhowthosecondomsgotintomybag

andIwouldn'tcheatonhim.I'dbeverystupidif

Idid.I'mscaredofhim,I'mscaredofthesideI

sawtonight.Whathappensnexttimewhenhe

getsangrylikethis,willhebeatmeup?Hewas

soclosetodoingit.Idon'tknowhimwhenhe's



likethisandIdon'tknowhowwe'llmoveon

fromthis.Isthisthedarksideofhimselfthathe

alwayssaidhehad?Willitbelikethisagain?I'm

gladEmihlewasn'tinthehousetoseeallthis.

WhoareyouNkosinathi?WhodidImarry?

#NNBBF
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Iwokeupfeelingverytiredandhadamassive

headache.Myeyeswereswollenespeciallymy

lefteye,itcouldn'tevenopen.Ilookedaround

andrememberedIfellasleepatthespareoom

andIguessNkosinathicameandtuckedmein

becauseIwasontopofthecoverswhenIfeel



asleep.Idon'tevenknowhowI'llfacehimtoday,

Idon'tthinkI'mevenreadytoseehim.He

wasn'tinourroom,that'sbetter.Itooka

showerandworehisKappaT-shirtbecause

minedoesn'tfitandblackleggings.Myeyeis

stillnotopening!IguessI'llbeoneeyedallday

long.MystomachwasgrowlingandIquickly

putonmyshoesandwenttothekitchenonthe

firstfloor.I'mnotsureI'dhe'snothomeorhe's

somewherearoundthismansionofhis.Ihad

muesliandgranolabarsforbreakfast.

NkosinathicameinwhileIwaseating,hehad

wentforajogandhewasverysexyitturned

meon.Notemptations!!I'mstillangryathim.

HestoodbythedoorandlookedatmewhileI

justcontinuedeatingandignoredhispresence.

Nkosi:Nokukhanya

Didhesaysomething?No,Idon'tthinkso.I

reallydidn'thearanything.Ijustignoredhim

andwenttofetchmybagandcarkeysatthe



lounge

Hehadbandagesonbothhishands.We'llsee

howhegoesonwithhisdaywhilehe's

handless.Serveshimright,hedidthisto

himself.Ihopetheyareverypainful.

Nkosi:Whereareyougoing?

Iignoredhimandfixedmyshoe

Nkosi:Nayewhereareyougoing?

Me:I'mgoingtoseemyman,we'llhavesexand

I'llputthecondomsinmybagsomyhusband

canseethem.Doesthatansweryourquestion?

HelookedhurtandIdidn'tcare,that'swhatI

wantedtodo.Tohurthimlikehehurtme.He

justoverreactedandhisangerissuesmustbe

reallyaddressedifthisishowhe'llcontinue

behaving.He'llnotonlybeadangertohimself

buttousaswell.

Nkosi:Whathappenedtoyoureye?



Me:Thisiswhathappenstoyoureyewhenyou

cryallnightbecauseyourdamnhusbandis

accusingyouofcheatingonhom.Amazinghuh?

Ilookedathimandrolledmyeyes.Hereally

doesn'tknowthepissedsideoffme,I'msurehe

thoughtI'mnotcapableofbeingrudebuthe

justupsetmeandawakenedasideIdon'tlike

andI'msurehealsodoesn'tlikeit.Hejust

staredatmeblanklyandIleft.Thedriver

droppedmeoffatPhila's.We'reallgoingtothe

apartmentwhereSbahleisstaying,theydon't

knowwhat'sgoingonandI'lltellthemonthe

waythere.WhenIgotin,EmihleandJuniorran

tomefollowedbythelittlequads.

Me:Hellomybabies!You'rehavingicecream

soearlyinthemorning

Junior:Wepackedourshoessowegetice

creamasareward.

Emihle:Canwedosomethingelseforyouso

wecangetmoreicecream?



Me:Ithinkthisicecreamisenoughfornow.

Mpande:PhateAunty(Carrymeaunty)

Hehasaboldervoicethantheotherboys.I

carriedhimandNgceboalsocriedwantingto

becarried.Ohgod,Idon'tknowhowSiyadeals

withallthesebabiesatonce.Ithinkisjusthave

ananxietyattack.Icarriedthembothandput

themonthesofa.Siyacameandweleft,going

topickuptheothers.

Belinda:Whathappenedtoyoureye!

Me:Iwokeuplikethis.MaybeitsbecauseI

criedalotlastnight

Siya:Whathappened?

Me:Nkosihappened.Hefoundaboxof

condomsinmybagandfiguredoutthatIwas

cheatingonhimandhewentcrazy.Isleptat

thespareroomandcriedmyselftosleep

Zee:That'shectic.I'msurehewasveryangry,



whatwereyoudoingwithaboxofcondoms?

Me:Idon'tevenknowhowtheygotthere.

Ngamso:That'sstrange

Siya:WhereamIdrivingto?

Me:MyapartmentinGlenwood.

Kamo:Arewehavingasecretparty?

Me:No.There'ssomeoneIwantyoutome.

Don'tfreakoutwhenyouseeher.

Bee:Don'ttellmeNoluwokeupfromthedead!

Wealllookedather,she'sbeingreallystupid.

Bee:What?I'mjustsaying.Don'tswallowme.

Ntoko:Youcanbereallystupidsometimes.And

wherethehellisNceba?Ihaven'tseenherin

ages

Siya:Varsitylifegother.

WegotthereandIstoodbythedoorbeforeI

knocked.



Me:Irepeat,DON'TFREAKOUT!

Kamo:Yesmam.

IknockedandSbahleopenedthedoor

Siya&Sneh:Zandile!!!!

Me:Ididsaydon'tfreakout,you'rescaringthe

child.

SbahleandZandiledidn'tspeakorevenmove.

Theystareddeeplyintoeachotherseyes.I

guesstheyseetheresemblancebetweenthem.

ZandylookedatSbahleindisbelief

Zandy:Whoisthisandwhydoesshelooklike

me?

Me:Let'scomeinsowecantalk.

Wegotinandweallsatbythelounge.

Me:Soguys,thisisSbahle.Belinda,remember

whenIbumpedintoayounggirlandIsaidIjust

can'tfigureoutwhoshelookslike.Wellthisis

her.



Belinda:ShereallydoeslooklikeZandy.

Zandy:What'syoursurname?

Sbahle:Gumede.

Me:SoyesterdayIwentlookingforherandI

foundherlivingonthestreetssoItookherin

andgotherthingssheneeds.Reasonbeing,

Zandyyoucanalsotellthatshelookslikeyou.

Itsnotjustalittleresemblancebutitsalmost

identical.Therehastobemoretothis.

Zandy:No,itcan'tbe.I'mtheonlychildandI

don'tevenknowmyfather.Webothdon'tlook

likemymom,shealwayssaysIlooklikemy

dadthough

Zee:Youguysmighthavethesamefather.

Zandy:Itcan'tbe

Sneh:Sbahle,whoisyourfather?

Sbahle:Sisi,Idon'tknowwhomyfatheris.He

leftmeatadoorstepwhenIwasjustababy.



Ntoko:That'scruel,wheredidyougrowup?

Sbahle:Inafosterhome,itwasalmostlikea

smallorphanage.ItwashardgrowingupandI

stoppedschoolingrade10,thesecondterm.I

waskickedoutofthehomewithothertwogirls

andweallwentseparateways.That'swhenI

startedlivingonthestreets.

Siya:Howoldwereyou?

Sbahle:16I'vebeenonthestreetsforayear

now.Idon'tknowbothmyparents,beingat

schoolwasreallyhardbecausetherewere

timeswherewewerekickedoutbecausewe

couldn'tpayourschoolfees.Thehomewe

stayedinwasjustafourbedroomhouseandit

wasabout10ofus.Itwascrowdedbutwe

appreciatedtheshelterwehadandwewentto

bedwithfood,butthatendedwhenMaKhanyie

passedaway.Theunclewestayedwithtreated

usbadlyandwouldtouchusinappropriately.He

wantedtosleepwithusgirlsbutwerefused.



That'swhenwewerekickedout.That'swhere

mylifestartedasastreetkid.

ZandyandBelindawerealreadycrying.

Ngamso:Iunderstandyoursituation,itswhereI

comefromtoo.Livinginthestreetmakesyou

braverandyoulearnalot.Youstealsoyoucan

havesomethingtoeat,evenifitsjustoncea

week.Thatlifeisonehorriblelife.Noonehurt

you?

Sbahle:No.

Me:Soguys,Iwasthinkingthatyoushould

spendsometimetogetherandhaveaDNAtest.

Sbahle:Idon'tthinkwe'rerelated

Me:It'sworthatry

Sbahle:Whatifwenot?WillIhavetogobackto

thestreets?Willyoukickmeout?

Me:Ohno,nothat'snevergoingtohappen

Sbahle.



Zee:We'rehereforyou.We'lltakecareofyou

andIhopeyoureadycauseyou'llbegoingback

toschool.Yourholidaysareover.

Shecriedandweallhadagrouphug.Wesaid

ourgoodbyesandleftherwithZandy.Whatwill

Idonow?Idon'twanttogohome.Icalledmy

drivertofetchmeandEmihlesowecango

shopping.After30minswewereatthemall

alreadyandstartedourshopping.

Emihle:Mom,whenwillwegohome?Imiss

dadnow

Me:Youdon'twanttocontinuewithour

shopping?Wejuststartedbabygirl

Emi:Iwannagohomemommy.

IfonlysheknewIdon'tevenwanttogohome.

Butifshewantstogohome,thansobeit.I

paidfortheclothesandwewenthome.Nkosi

waslayingonthecouchwatchingTV

Emi:Daddy!Whathappenedtoyourhands?I've



missedyousomuch

Daddy:IjusthurtmyhandsbutI'llbefine.I've

missedyoutoo,comesitnexttome.

Itwasactuallysadtoseehimthatway,I'm

angryathimbutI'mfeelingsorryforhim.Idon't

knowwhyIlovehimsomuch,Ican'tstand

seeinghiminpain.

Me:Didyoueat?

Nkosi:No

Iwenttothekitchenandcooked.He'lljusthave

towaitbecauseIknowhehateseatinga

sandwichwhenheisreallyhungry.AfterIwas

doneIdishedupforhim.Iputthetraynextto

himandhelookedatme.Whatdoeshewant

now?

Nkosi:Ican'tusemyhands.

Me:You'dstillbeabletousethemifyouhad

controlledyourtemper.You'llfigureoutwhatto



do.

Igotupandcleanedthekitchen.WhenIcame

backEmihlewasfeedingNkosinathi.Shewas

alsojustmakingamessbuthelpinghim.Idon't

knowwhybutitjustmademecry,itwastoo

sadtowatch.Iwenttositnexttothem.

Me:Letmehelp,gogetthebroomanddustpan

Emihle.

ShenoddedandwenttothekitchenwhileIfed

Nkosinathi.Thetearsjustcouldn'tstopflowing.

Nkosi:Don'tcryNaye.Ididthistomyself,Idon't

evendeserveyourhelp.

Iignoredhimandcontinuedfeedinghim.Once

weweredoneIgavehimaglassofwaterand

painkillers.IsweptandEmihlewenttoherroom.

Nkosi:Thankyou

Me:Doyouhavesomethingtorubthemwith?

Nkosi:Yes.Athigaveittomeyesterday,it'son



thetopshelfatthekitchen.

Iwenttotakeitandrubbedhishands

Me:Isitsore?

Nkosi:Itstingsbutnotsore.Don'tputbackthe

bandagesplease

Me:Okay,IwishIcouldjusthurtyou.I'mvery

upsetwithyouNkosinathi.Insteadofsitting

downandtalkingtomelikeadultsandfinding

outhowthosecondomsgotintomybag,you

justallowyourangertocontrolyouandyougo

crazy!I'mreallydisappointedinyou.Foryouto

eventhinkIcheatedonyou,thatjustreally

hurtsanditshowshowmuchyoudon'ttrust

me.Remember,amarriageneverworkswithout

trust.

Nkosi:Naye,I'msorryIdon't....

Icuthimoff.Ireallydon'twanttohearhislame

excuses



Me:Ssssh,Idon'twanttohearitNkosinathi.I

don'twanttohearyourstupidapologyandhow

youdon'tknowwhatcameoveryou.Youknow

exactlywhatcameoveryou,youalmosthitme!

HetriedtocomeclosetomebutIquickly

backedaway

Me:Don'ttouchme!!

Nkosi:NayeIwasn'tgoingtohurtyou!

Me:Justdon'ttouchme,please.

#Nkosi

Ihatemyself,IhatewhatIdidlastnightandI

hatehowthingsarebetweenmeandNaye.I

hatehowweakmyhandsareandIcan'tuse

themproperly!!IhatehowIjustjumpedto

conclusionsandallowedmyangertojust

controlme.Ididn'tevenlistentoherexplain,I

justconcludedthatshewaslayingandcheating



onme.Ifeltupsetandbetrayed,everythingwas

justfallingintopiecesandIwascrashingthings

down.MymindcamebackwhenIalmosthit

her!DamnIcan'tevenerasethatmomentfrom

mythoughts.She'llneverforgivemeforthat,

she'llneverforgetthat.Yesterdayshesawa

sidetomethatshe'sneverseenandIhad

hopedthatshewouldneverseeitbutshedid,it

happenedandshesawit.Ihatemyselfforwhat

Iputherthrough.IjustwishIcould'vedone

thingsdifferentlybutit'stoolatenow.AllIhave

todoismakethingsright.She'ssoangryand

disappointedatme,Icanseeitallinhereyes.

WhenItriedtocomenearhershebackedaway.

Shewasfrightened,youcouldseeinhereyes

thatshewasscaredofme.I'veneverbeenso

brokeninmylife.Thefearinhereyesmademe

realizehowmuchofamonsterIamandhowI

don'tdeserveher.Willsheeverbecomfortable

withmetouchinghereveragain,willweevergo

throughthis?I'vereallymessedup.I'venever



seenherupset,shenevergetsupsetbutI've

madeherbecomewhosheisn'tandI've

awakenedtheangerinsideofherandsheis

rudetomeandcoldtomebutIreallydeserveit.

Ihadeverythingclearedoutandreplacedtoday.

Theyfixesthewindowinourroomandgotnew

equipmentforthegymandotherthingsarestill

onitsway.I'vemessedupandruniedour

marriageandnowIhavetofixit.I'lldo

whateverittakesandIcannotlooseher.Ican

neverlooseNayeandEmihle,withoutthemI

havenolifeatall.Ihavenothingtolookforward

toeachandeverydayandIhavenoreasonto

getupandgotowork.Theyaremylife,my

familyandmyheart.Nayeisatthespareroom

andI'mwithEmihleinherroom.I'msureshe

noticesthatthere'ssomethingwrongbetween

herparents.Wewerewatchingamovie.Butshe

endedupfallingasleep.Icoveredherupand

wenttoNaye.Shehadjusttookashowerand

shejustignoredmelikeI'mnotthere.Thisis



harderthanIthought,IthoughtI'dcomeinhere

andtalktoherbutrightnowIdon'tevenknow

wheretostart.Aftershewasdonedressingup

shewasonherwayoutoftheroom.

Me:Nokukhanya,please.Canwejustsitdown

andtalk.

Naye:Youshould'vethoughtaboutthatbefore

youjustdecidedtobeHulk.Bytheway,Ineeda

newphone.Iwon'thaveaphonewithatramp

stamp.Withthatsaidshejustleftandbanged

thedoor.ThiswillreallybeharderthanI

thought!I'mbeyondbeingfrustratedrightnow.
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Today,todayI'monamission.Amissiontofind

outhowthosecondomsgotintomybag

becauseclearlyNkosinathiisn'tdoing

something.Maybehe'sstillhandless.WhenI

wokeuphewasstillsleepingpeacefully,weon

thesamebedbutjustsleepingdifferent

directions.Imustsay,itsreallycold.Imiss

beinginhisarmsbutIamstillangryathim.I

tookabathandworealongyellowdresswith

blackearingsandIputsomemakeupon.Wore

mysandalsandwentdownforbreakfast.While

IwaseatingNkosinathicameanddishedupfor

himself.Iguesshe'shandsarefine.

Nkosi:Morning

Me:Morningtoyoutoo.

IwenttocheckonEmihleandshewasalmost

ready.Icombedherlonghairandtieditintoa

bun.Shemustdosomethingwithitnow.

Combingitisachallenge.Weallhadbreakfast

togetherandsheleftwithNkosinathi.Igavemy



driveradayofftodayandI'llbedrivingmyself,

thoughmyhusbanddoesn'tevenknowabout

that.We'llcrossthatbridgewhenwegetthere.I

wenttothegarageandlookedaround.Whyis

thereatazzhere?HowcomeI'veneverseenit?

I'mdrivingtheMiniCoopertoday.Afterafew

minutesIwasonmywaytohisoffice.Shit!He

isfollowingme!Damn,whydidn'tIhireacar?

Hewouldn'thavenoticed.Iparkedathis

parkingareaandheparkedrightbehindme.

Gotoutofmycar,tookmybagandputmy

shadeson.Iignoredhimandhewasfollowing

rightbehindme.Hisemployeesweregreeting

andwebothdidn'trespond.I'mnotheretoplay

nicetoday.Iwenttothereceptionistand

Nkosinathiwasstillfollowingme!

Her:MorningMam,howareyoutoday?

Me:IwantthecamerafootagesofMrMkhize's

officeforthepastweek.

Her:I'msorrymamIcan'tdothatwithoutMr



Mkhize'spermission

Me:Listenhereyounglady.Youwill...

Nkosi:Justdoasshesays.Bringittomyoffice

Me:Thankyou.

IstormedofftoNkosi'sofficeandsatonthe

couch.

Nkosi:Whydidyoudriveyourselfhere?

Me:Ihavethingstotakecareoff.

Nkosi:Yourdrivercould'vedroveyouhere!

Me:Igavehimadayoff.Anddon'tyoudare

shoutoutatme,I'mnotyourchild.

Nkosi:Naye,thishasbeengoingonfortoolong.

I'mreallysorry

Me:Wecan'tbetalkingaboutourprivateissues

here.Therearecamerasandyoudon'twantto

makethepapertomorrowmorning.

Nkosi:Ishutthemdownwhenwegotin.



Me:Still.Idon'twanttotalkaboutit

Nkosi:Whenwillwetalk?Whenwillwetalk

aboutthisNaye?

Me:Nkosinathiyouhadachoicethatnight!You

could'vesatdownandwetalkedbutno!You

decidedtobeamonster!Youdecidedtobe

someoneIdon'tknow!Someonewhoscares

meandI'mafraidit'ssomeonewho'llhurtme

oneday!!DoyouthinkIlikethis?DoyouthinkI

likewhat'sgoingonbetweenus?Youhurtme

Nkosinathi!Youshowedhowmuchyoudon't

trustme.

Nkosi:I'msorryNaye,Igotoutofcontrol.I

should'velistenedtoyou.Ishouldn'thaveacted

thatwayandI'msorry.YouknowI'dneverhurt

youintentionally,I'dneverdothat.Ijustlet

angergettome.ItrustyouNokukhanya.I

regretwhatIdidthatnightandmostofall,I

hatehowIalmosthityou.Ithinkaboutthat

momenteverytimeandI'mdisgustedbymy



actions.Please,pleaseforgiveme.

Me:I'veforgivenyoubutIhaven'tforgotten.

Thereceptionistcameinandwebothsatdown

andwatchedthefootage.ThedayIwashere,I

leftmybagonthecouchandwenttoseethe

pictureNkosishowedme.Icouldn'tbelievemy

eyeswhenwesawwhoputthecondomsinmy

bag.Whywouldhedothat?Howdidhegetin

here.

Nkosi:I'mgoingtofindthatbastardandkillhim.

Me:WhatisitexactlythatStevenShabangu

wantsfromyou?

Nkosi:Idon'tknowNaye,Ireallydon'tknow.

Me:Whywouldhedothis?

Nkosi:I'llfindout.

Me:Okay.I'mgoingtoZandy's

Nkosi:I'lldropyouoff.Youwon'tdrive

Nokhanya



Me:YesPrinceNkosinathi.

Helaughedatmeandwelefthisoffice.The

wasjustawkwardsilenceandIjustcouldn't

waittogettoZandy's.

Nkosi:Whattimewillyoubebackhome?

Me:What'sthetimenow?

Nkosi:10

Me:I'llbebackby2or3.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Ismiledandgotoutthecar.Ididwantto

respondbutIjustwantedhimtostillsuffer

more.Iknowthiswillmakehimfeelbadand

panic.IknockedandBabalwaopenedthedoor,

theyareallherealready,includingSiya

Me:Idon'tlikewhat'shappening,whyamI

alwayslate??Siyastopbeingearlyplease

Siya:Itsgoodthatsomeoneelsegetslatenow

days.Youguysalwayswantedtokillme



becauseI'malwayslate

Sneh:Justlikewe'llkillNaye.

Welaughedandhadsomecakewithwine,I

wasdrinkingjuicethough.

Zandy:I'mscared.Mphokeepstellingme

there'snothingtoworryaboutbutI'mvery

worried.

Me:Youdon'thavetobescared.Plusthe

resultswon'tchangeanything,we'llstillprovide

forher.

Zandy:Iguesssohey.Let'sgofetchher.

Wepickedherupandwenttothehospital.We'll

gettheresultsthesameday,thosearethe

perksofworkingatahospital.Wewereatthe

waitingroomwhileZandyandSbahlewere

takingtheirtests.Igotacallfrommyhusband

Me:Babawekhayalam(Fatherofmy

household)



Nkosi:Mamawenganezam(Motherofmy

children)Imissyou,Ireallymissyou.

Hesoundedsosincere,ithadsomuchemotion

andhemeantit.Hemademefeelsomething

rightdeepinsidemyheart.Itmademerealize

thatIalsomisshim,I'mnotcompleteandonly

hecanfillthespaceinsidemyheart.Myheart

crieslikeachildbecausewe'vebeenapart,it

longsforhimandonlyhim.Isighed

Me:ImissyoutooMkhize

Nkosi:We'lltalkwhenwetogetherright?

Me:Yeswewillbabe.

Nkosi:I'vemissedhowyoucallmebabe,I've

neverlikeditbeforebutIloveitwhenyousayit.

Me:I'mgladyoulikeit.Whydoesitsoundnoisy

there?

Nkosi:I'mnotathome,we'reatMphohaving

beeftripewithchilliesandsomebeers.



Me:Whomadethetrip?

Nkosi:Wehaveachefamongstussowenever

suffer.

Me:(Laughs)Wellyoushouldleavesomefor

meandyourbaby.

Nkosi:Trustme,theresmorethanenough.You

mustalldrivehereafteryouleavethehospital.

Comewithsteambreadordumplings

Me:Okay,howdidyouknowwe'reatthe

hospitalbecauseIdidn'ttellyou?

Nkosi:Byebabe,Iloveyou

Heendedthecall,justlikethat!Iwon'tletthis

go.I'lldefinatelyaskhimwhenIseehim.

Me:Girlswe'reofftoMpho'safterwe'redone

here.Wemustbuysomesteamedbreadand

dumplingsonourway,remindme.

Belinda:Whatfor?Yourcravings?

Me:No,theyarehavingtripewithchilliessowe



mustcomewithit.

Kamo:I'malreadywishingforit.Thabocooks

thebesttripe.

Me:You'reluckycauseitsmadebyhim.

Kamo:I'mhungryalready

Ngamso:You'reveryluckytohaveamanthat

cancookandcooksforyou.

Kamo:Isometimesspendmonthswithout

cooking.Heloveswhathedoes,hecandoitall

daywhileIjustlazearound.

Me:You'rereallylucky.Nkosinathican'tevenfry

anegg.

Sneh:Youlie!!Athihascookedforme,itwasn't

thatbadshame.

Ntoko:Lyandasayshecanbuthe'snever

cooked.

Belinda:Idon'tevenknowifhecancookor

not



Siya:Yeytalkaboutmenandcooking.WhenI

wasingrade8itwasaroundAprilorMay.Phila

andI'srelationshipwasstillfresh.Somebeing

crazilyinlove,Icouldn'tthinkstraight.Sothere

werethreebuckets,onehadMealiemeal,rice

andflour,theywereinthatorderfromtopto

bottom.SoIgethomeandI'mchattingwith

Philaandmyheadisallovertheplace.Iput

2cupsofwhatIthoughtwasmaizemealin

boilingandclosethepot.Heh!AndthenIhear

momshoutingatthekitchen.Iranthereandit

wasahotmess!Insteadofputtingmaizemeal,

Iputflour!

Bee:Thewaymombeatherupwithawettowel!

Itwashilarious!

Wealllaughedathersohard.Shereallydida

hugemess.SbahleandZandywalkedinaftera

whileandZandy'sfacewasred.Itgetslikethis

whenshe'snervous

Zee:And?



Sbahle:Wehaven'topenedtheresults.SisNaye

pleaseopenit.

Me:Me?Areyousure?

TheybothnodandIopenuptheenvelope.It

readthattheirbloodmatched99.9%.Theyare

99.9%sisters!

Me:Let'sgocelebrate!!!Youguysaresisters!I

knewthatitisn'tjustresemblance!

Zandyjustsatonthefloorandcried.Itsthefirst

timeweallseeZandycrylikethat.Wecallsat

downwithherandwehadagrouphug.

Sbahle:Don'tcrysisZandy.I'mgladIhave

familynow.

Zandy:Don'tcallmesisZandy,youmakingme

feelold.Sbahle,you'removinginwithmeand

you'llnevereversuffereveragaininyourlife.I

loveyou

Sbahle:Iloveyoutoosis.



Zee:Thisissosweet.Sneh,comekissyour

oldersister.

Sneh:ArghZiyanda! Iwon'tkissDanny's

lips.Idon'twanthislipsonmine.

Zee:Youaresonotalittlesister

Bee:Justlikethathotheadedone.Sheforgets

she'syoungerthanme.Guys,I'mreallygetting

old.I'mturningdamn31!Whatthehell!

Ngamso:You'reaGogo

Sneh:Andyou'rejust23babygirl

Ngamso:Sneh,I'mturning24inNovember.So

I'm24

Wealllaughedandwenttothecar.

Me:PassbySparplease.

WestoppedatSparandgotthesteamedbread

anddumplings.WewereofftoMpho's.Aftera

whilewegotthereandhewasthefirsttoopen.

He'seyesroamedaroundandfinallysawZandy,



therewasahugesmileonhisfacebutitquickly

turnedintoafrown

Mpho:Zandile!Zandile,whathappened?Why

wereyoucrying?Didanyonehurtyou?What

happened?Zandyareyouokay?Comehere.

WillsomeoneexplainwhatsgoingonbeforeI

loosemymind!Zandile!

Wealljuststoodthereandlistenedtohimashe

spokesoloudandfast.Idon'tknowifhewas

angryorworriedorbothbuthe'sexpression

wasjustfunny.Ilaughedandtheothers

laughedtoo.

Sneh:Younotevengivingusachancetospeak.

Zandy:Babe,I'mfine.Nothing'swrongwithme

andnoonehitme.Shewenttohimandthey

hugged.DidIhearthatright?

Belinda:Babe??

Mpho:Thisismybaby,mysugarbunny,the

appleofmyeye.She'stheonethatcanchange



mymoodfromhappytosadtoworriedto

confusedandhappyagaininjustafewminutes.

She'stheoneIlove.

Ncooooh!Weallsaid.Mphohasalwaysbeen

goodwithhe'swords.Philaandhimarevery

poeticandpersuasive.

Danny:Areyouevergoingtocomein?

We'veevenforgottenthatwe'restillstandingby

thedoor.Sbahleisshyandlookingdown.She

seatsonthefloorwhilewesitonthecouches

Nkosi:Sbahlewhyareyousittingonthefloor?

Sitonthecouch.

Shelooksshocked,I'msureshe'ssurprised

Nkosinathiknowshername.Theyallknow

abouther.

Sbahle:Sorry,weneversatonthecouchwhere

Iusedtostay.

Athi:That'snonsense.Wellfeelfreetosit



whereveryouwantanddowhateveryouwant

whenyou'rehereorinanyofyourhouses.

We'reyou'reunclesnow

Lubah:Wheneveryouneedanything,justtellus.

Sbahle:Thankyou.

ThabocamewithabigpotfollowedbyLyanda

withanotherone.Theywerebothfulloftripe!!

Bee:What!Whatareyoudoingwithsomuch

tripe?

Thabo:Ithoughttripewasonthemenufor

someeventIcookedfor.Butitwasn'tsoI

endedupwith4bigpots.Igave2totheguys

whowerehelpingme.

Heopenedthepotsandassoonastheywere

openedNtokorantothebathroom.Lyanda

followedherlookingveryworried.

Athi:Thisisahardlife.

Siya:Itsureis.Youguysdidn'teveneatthis.



Mpho:Wewerewaitingforthedumplings.

Ngamaoslicedthesteamedbreadandweall

duggin.Ntokowashavingagreensalad.We

atetillwewerefullbutthatwasjusthalfway

throughthefirstpot.Wewashedourhandsand

clearedup.Sbahlewantedtowashthedishes

butItoldhertouseadishwasher.

Sbahle:Pleaseshowmehowtouseit?

Me:Okay.

Ishowedherandwesatwiththeothersagain.

Zandydoesn'ttakehereyesofSbahle,she

looksatherallthetimeandwatchesherevery

move.

Nkosi:Naye,comehere

Iwenttohimandhetoldmstositonhim.

Me:I'mheavy

Nkosi:You'renevertooheavyforme.

Isatonhimandhemademelayonhischest



likeI'mababy.

Athi:Youhaveabouncer!

Zandy:ShehasHulk!

Wealllaughedandhekeptonrubbingmybelly

andkissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:I'msorry,I'msorryforallthepainI've

causedyou

Me:Itsokay,let'sjustgetpassthis.AndSteven?

Nkosi:I'vedealtwithhim.

I'drathernotevenaskwhatthatissupposedto

mean.AllIknowisthathe'llneverbebothering

useveragain.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo,wannagohome?

Nkosi:Wecangoifyouwantto

Me:Ihaveasurpriseforyou

Nkosi:Ohyeah?We'releavingnow.Hecarried



meandwelaughed.

Mpho:Whereyougoing?

Nkosi:We'regoinghome!!

Athi:Don'tmakeanotherbaby!

Thisguy! IkissedNkosiandheputmeinthe

car.We'regoinghome
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It'saweddingday!!Thedaywe'vebeenlooking

forwardtoandplanninghasfinallycome.We're

allverymuchexcitedyetourbrideissonervous

andshe'sbeencryingallmorning.Itsamixof



nervousnessandhormonesinmyopinion.

Theseladiesheredecidedtogetsodrunklast

nightonlySbahle,NtokozoandIweresober,we

hadnoalcoholinoursystem.ItwasNtokozo's

bachelorettepartyanditwasjustsomuchfun.

Nkosinathikeptoncallingevery30mins,we

endedupswtichingoffmyphoneandIhaven't

switchediton.Whereverheis,hemightbemad

atme.IreallymisshimbutI'llseehiminless

than30mins,we'reonthewaytothevenueand

wealllookstunning.Herthemecolorsare

dustypinkandwhite.Theguysarewearinggrey

suitsthough,wewereskepticalaboutitatfirst

butitalllooksgreat.

Ntokozo:Doyouthinkheissureaboutmarrying

me?Idon'twanttogetthereandfindoutheran

away.

Sbahle:Bhut'Lyandadoesn'tseemlikehe'ddo

that.

Bee:Heissureandhelovesyou.Don'tworry



he'llbethere

Zee:Anddon'tcry,you'llruinyourmakeup

againforthe100thtimetoday.

Sbahleisoneoftheflowergirls,she'satadbit

oldtobeaflowergirlbutsheis.Thekidsareall

involvedinthewedding.Luthando,Thembelihle,

Emihle,KhanyaareflowsgirlsthanJunior,

Ngcebo,MasandeandMnqobiarepageboys.

Juniorwillbecarryingthering.Iwantedtowear

stilettosbutNkosinathidisapproved,notthatI

listenedtohimanyway.I'mwonderingwhatwill

behe'sreactionwhenheseesme.Mystomach

isbig,everyonecanseeandI'msuretheythink

I'mhavingtwinsbutnope,itsjustmyhealthy

babygirlinhere.Thewayshekicks!You'd

swearit'saboy.Wegottothehotelandthe

guysweretherealready.Aftereveryonewas

settleddownandthegroom,flowergirlsand

pageboyshavewentin.Itwasourturn,Icame

outthecarandthefirstthingNkosilookedat



wasmyshoes.Hetookmyhandandwewalked

downtheaisle.Weallstoodandthepiano

played.Shewasstandingattheentrancewith

herfatherholdingherhand.Herfatherwas

walkingherdowntheaisle,allherdreamswere

comingtrueandsomeofuswillnevereverget

thatchance.Ithoughtofmyfatherandthis

momentI'vealwaysdreamedoff.Iclosedmy

eyesandletmytearsflow.Nkosiwasstanding

acrossusandIopenedmyeyesandsawhow

hewantedtocometome.Belindaheldmyhand

andItookadeepbreatheandsmiled.After

NtokozowasnexttoLyandaandherfatherhad

handedherovertohim,wewenttositdownbut

themaidofhonor,Snehandthebestman,Athi

stoodnexttothem.Nkosicametositnextto

me,heissupposedtoseatwiththe

groomsmenbutNkosinathiisNkosinathi,he

doeshisownthings.Theseshoeswerereally

startingtohurtveryverybad.



Me:Nkosi,myfeethurt.

Nkosi:Itoldyounottowearthoseshoesbut

youdon'tlisten.

Hetookthemoffandwentout.Afterafew

minuteshecamebackwithflatbeautifulblack

shoesforme.Ithoughthe'dgotakemy

slippers.Heputthemonformeandanoldlady

behindmesaid"You'realuckywoman,neverlet

himgo"Ismiledandnodded.

Me:Wheredidyougetthese?

Nkosi:Custommadeforyou,Iwantedtoget

youcomfortableshoesandyou'llstilllookgood

inthem.Iknowhowyouhatewearingslippers

Me:AahThankyouNkosinathi.Makingmefeel

sospecial,whendidyouevendothis!Oreven

thinkofit?

Nkosi:Ihavemyways,plusyou'respecialtome.

Heheldmyhandandtheywerenowgoingto



saytheirvows.Ntokozowentfirst

Ntokozo:Lyanda,ifellinlovewithyoufromthe

firsttimeImetyou.Itfeelslikejustyesterday.

WewereatSiya'sapartmentandyouwere

helpingThapsmoveinnextdoorandwesaw

youapproaching.Youwere"Thesexyneighbor"

whenIsawyouagainatthepartyIjustfell

deeplyinlovewithyouinjustthatonenightI

hadspentwithyou,IknewIwantedyouinmy

lifeforever.Youmakemeabetterperson,you

challengemeandmakemeseeandrealize

thingsaboutmyselfandthingsI'veknewI'm

capableoff.Yougivemepurpose,youmakemy

dayandyoushowmeandmakemefeellove

I'veneverhadbefore.Iamreallyhonouredand

proudtosaythatinyouI'vefoundmylifetime

partner,mysoulmate,myhusbandandthe

fatherofmychildren.Iloveyou

Weclappedourhandsandcheered.Therewere

somesweetcommentshereintherelike



"Ncoooh,that'ssocuteetc"

Lyanda:TodayIfinallymakeyoumywife,today

Itakeyouasmysuitedhelper,mywife,thelove

ofmylifeandtheonewhohasmyheart.You

knowI'mnotgoodwithwordsandIdon'thave

muchtosayotherthanthatbeingwithyouhas

mademeadifferent,grownandbetterman.I

usedtobeaplayer,acasinovabutwhenImet

youallofthatchanged,youweretheonlyoneI

couldseeandtheonlyonethatmademefeel

lovedandbeabletogivethatlovebacktoyou.

Honestly,IneverthoughtI'dbestandinghere

onedayandgettingmarriedbecause

commitmentwasmybiggestfear.Iloveyou

andIpromisetobewithyoueverystepofthe

way.I'mgladandhappythatI'llfinallycallyou

MrsZulu.

Weclappedandcheeredagain.Nkosinathikept

onlookingatmeliketherewasalothewanted

tosayorhewastryingtoreadmymind.I



actuallydon'tknowwhatthislookmeans.I

pretendedasifIdidn'tnoticethewayheis

lookingatmeandcountinuedlookingatour

lovelycouple.Theyputontheringsoneach

other.

Priest:Inowpronounceyouashusbandand

wife.MrZulu,youmakekissyourbride,Mrs

Zulu

Lyanda:MrsZulu,itsoundssoperfect.

Wealllaughedandtheykissed.Westoodand

ululated.Lyandawasn'tplanningonlettinggo

ofheranytimesoonandwekeptoncheering.

Athi:Leaveheralone!She'sallyourstonight

Mageba.

WealllaughedandLyandafinallyletgo.

Nkosinathiwasstillholdingmyhandsandwe

werenowofftotakingpictures.Wetookmany

picturesandwenttothereception.Itwastime

forspeechesandNkosiwassayingthespeech



onbehalfofLyanda'sfriend's

Nkosi:Gooddayladiesandgentlemen.

Heclearedhisthroat,there'sjustsomething

abouthim,somethingthatjustscreams

"Respectme"thatjustbringssomuchdignity

andthatheisapowerfulfearedman.He

doesn'tevensmile.

Nkosi:Todaywecelebratetheunionofbothmy

friends,we'realljustgoodfriends,we'refamily

justonebighappyfamily.Lyandahereismy

brotherfromanothermother,we'vebeen

throughalotandwe'veconqueredthefearof

commitment.We'dsitandgetdrunkthantalk

abouthowwedon'twantwife'sbecausethey

nagandtheywouldjustbeastressinourlife

becausewewouldn'tbeabletohavefunbut

lookatusnow,I'mahappilymarriedmanand

hejusttiedtheknot.Seewhenyoufindtheone

youloveeverythingjustchangesandyoubegin

tofeelthingsyou'veneverfeltbefore.Your



maingoalistomakethemfeellovedandhappy,

toprotectthemandprovideforthem,thatmy

friendwillkeepyourmarriageontrack.You'rea

marriedmannow,you'regoingtobeafather

soon.You'regoingtohavemany

responsibilitiesandyou'llhavetoleadyour

familyandmakesureyouprovide.Takecareof

thewomannexttoyou,shelovesyou.She's

beautifulasyoucansee,shewould'vebeen

withanymanshewantedbutshechoseyou,

thatmyfriendisspecial,shechosetoloveyou

andbewithyou.Don'ttakeadvantageofthat

andmakesuresheneverwakesuponedayand

regretsherdecision.Idon'twanttohearanyof

yousayyou'regettingdivorcedbecausethat's

nevergoingtohappen.Marriageisn'tagame,it

getstoughbutitsuptothebothofyoutomake

thingsrightandmakeitwork.Onceagain,

CongratulationsMrandMrsZulu.

Wowhespokesowell.Hehadmesheddinga



fewtears,wellI'malwaysemotionallately.I

evencrywhenIpee.Speakingofpee'ingIreally

needtogototheloo.IstoodupandNkosiheld

myhand

Nkosi:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Thebathroom

HealsostoodupandIwasveryconfused

Me:Andwhereareyougoing?

Nkosi:Takingyoutothebathroom.Let'sgo

Heheldmyhandandledthewaytotheladies

bathrooms.Hestoodbythedoorandopenedit

forme.What'sgoingonwithhim?Iwentinand

didmybusiness

"What'stakingyousolong?!"Heshouted.I

didn'taskmetoaccompanymesohecan

standtherealldayandletmebe.Iwashedmy

handsanddriedthem

Me:I'mdone,wecangonow.



Nkosi:Okay

Heheldmyhandandwepassedsomeguywho

lookedatmeandsmiled.IlookedatNkosinathi

andhe'sjawtightened.

Guy:Beautifullady,toobadyou'retaken.I

would'velovedtohaveyouasmywife.You'rea

luckyguy.

Andhewalkedaway.

Nkosi:Damnrightshe'staken.Nxx

disrespectfulmen.

Me:Nkosinathi

I'mjustgladhedidn'tcauseascenebecauseit

mighthavealljustturnedintoafightandruin

Ntokozo'sperfectwedding.

Nkosi:What?He'sascumbag.He'sluckyI

didn'tbeathimup,I'llfindhimoneday

Me:Youcan'talwaysgoaroundbeatingup

guys,I'mbeautifulandthereareguyswhowill



lookatme.

Nkosi:You'rebeautifulandyou'remine.They

shouldn'tlook.Maybeyoushouldgetatattoo

onyourforeheadwritten"IbelongtoNkosinathi,

Don'tlook!"

Me:Thatwillcausethemtolooksincethey'll

wannareadwhat'sonmyforehead

Nkosi:IguessIshouldattachabanneronevery

t'shitordressyouhavesotheycanreadeasily

andclearlyfromadistance

Me:Wow

I'mdone!I'mreallydonewiththisguy.Only

NkosinathiMkhizewouldthinkofsuch

nonsense.Ijustlaughedathimandwesat

down.Theywerehavingtheirfirstdanceasa

marriedcouple.Theylookedsocutetogether,

NtokozowasjustsohappyandIwasreally

happyforher.Hermotherwasjustoverthe

moon,shetoldthewholevillagethather



daughterisgettingmarried.Shewasexcitedas

mymotherwas,that'swhattheyalwaysdream

forus.Tobeeducated,succeedandmarrya

goodhusbandthatwe'llbuildafamilywith.Itis

reallytheirhappiestmomentbecausetheysee

theproductoftheirgoodwork.There'snothing

morespecialthanhearingyourparentstellyou

theyareproudofyou.Thosewordsjustmeana

lot.

Nkosi:Wanttodance?

Me:No,noI'mfine.

Nkosi:Comeon,pleaseNokukhanya.

Me:okayfine.

Hetookmyhandandledmetothedancefloor.

TheyplayedEDShereen_SaveMyself.We

dancedaroundandIputmyheadnearhischest,

I'mreallyshort!Ican'tevenreachhischest.

Nkosi:Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo,Ireallyloveyou.

Nkosi:RememberthefirsttimeItoldyouthatI

loveyou?

Me:Ijustlookedatyouandhadnoresponse

Nkosi:Youjustcriedandtoldmeyouwerenot

ready.

Me:Youjuststoodupandleft.

Nkosi:Iactuallytriedsmokingthatdaybecause

Bongasaidittakesallyourstressawaybutthat

cigarettewasshit!

Me:Whydidyousmoke!?

Nkosi:Youwerestressingme,Ifeltsolost.

Me:Butnow,howdoyoufeel?

Nkosi:Loved,Ireallyfeelveryloved.

Me:I'mgladyoudo.

Nkosi:Doyoueverregretit?

Me:Regretwhat?



Nkosi:Beingwithme?Doyoueverregretit?

Me:No,Ineverregretit.Asmuchasyou're

reallyapainintheass,Iloveyou.Whateverwe

gothrough,I'djustnevereverthinkofleaving

you.

Nkosi:Thendon'teverleaveme,don'tever

leavemeNaye.

Me:Iwon'tleaveyou.Yousoundsoscarednow

Ilaughedathimandhejustkissedme.Itwas

soslowandpassionate.Itsurelyhadhislove

withit.Ilovethisman,Ilovehimwith

everythinginme.Idon'tthinkIcaneverwantto

bewithanyoneelsebuthim.Hecompletesme

andwithouthim.Idon'tknowwhatI'dbeor

whereI'dbe.Iguessitwascompletelyworthit,

whenweweren'ttogetherallthattime.Iguess

itwasworththewait,Ilovehimsomuchand

theloveweshareisjustamazingandourof

thisworld.



Lyanda:Getaroom!

Hefinallyletgoofmeandwelaughed.

Siya:WhereisPhila?Everyoneisjustsocosy

andIdon'tknowwheremymanis.

Lubah:TheywenttochangewithBonga,they

can'tstandbeinginskinnypantsalldaylong.

It'strueeveryonewasjustwiththeirpartner

wellbesidesBeeandSiya.

Me:Congratulationsguys,itreallywasa

beautifulwedding.IsawPheloandMayirunin

Mayi:Wemissedit!!!Wedamnmissedthe

entirewedding!!

Phelo:Fuck!!Whatawaste!

Mayi:Iknewlettingyoudrivewouldmakeus

late

Phelo:Ohreally?Weren'tyoutheonewho

crashedthecarbecauseyouwereliterally

asleepasyoudrove!



Mayi:ItsnotmyfaultthatIdidn'tsleepallnight

Phelo:It'snotmyfaulteither!

Nkosi:Woah!Woah!Woah!Whatisgoingon

here?

Phelo:Wecamefortheweddingbutfaced

somemajorproblemsontheway!Anyways,

Congratulations!!!

Ntoko:Thankyouguys!Atleastyoushowedup

Mayi:Iguessso.

Theyhuggedandweallsattogetherandthey

toldusabouteverythingthathappened

Mpho:Wait,soyouguysarestayingtogether?

Phelo:Nobuthe'saregularvisitor.

Mayi:You'retheregularvisitor.Remember,I

justcameonce.

Phelo:Andyoustatesforaweek!

Mayi:Youstayedforaweekandoneday!That's



longer

Phelo:That'sjustthesame

Theyarguedwhilewejustlookedandlaughed

atthem.Whatisgoingonwiththesetwo!Ijust

wonder
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Thetraditionalweddingtookplacein

Hamersdale,itwasareallybeautifulceremony

andeverythingwentwell.NtokozoandLyanda



wereattheirhappiest.There'snothingmore

specialthanseeingacouplethatloveseach

otherunconditionallyfinallybehappyandtie

theknot.MarriageisagoodthingandIwish

themallthebest.In2weekswe'llbehaving

Zee'swedding.NtokozoandLyandawillbe

backfromtheirhoneymoontoday.Afterallhas

beendoneNkosi,EmihleandIwillbegoingto

Langelihle.That'swhereI'llgivebirth,I'll

probablygivebirtharoundthesecondof

December.NkosiandEmihlearebothbornin

December,seemslikethislittleonewilljoin

them.I'vebeensittingonthiscouchforthe

past3hours,allI'mdoingisstuffingmyselfwith

food.Mystomachisbig,I'malwaystiredand

I'mthelaziestwomanalive.

Nkosi:Naye,getreadyorwe'llbelate.

Me:Idon'twanttogo

Nkosi:Butwehaveto,nowgetyourfineass

here.



Me:It'stoofar

Isawhimashecameupstairslookingsosexy,

hejustcamefromthegym.Wehaveaformal

lunchwithourfriends,Idon'tknowwho

suggestedthisandwhyweevendoingitbutwe

agreedtoit,it'snotlikewehadachoice.

Nkosi:Didyouevenbath?

Me:Uhm..Idon'tknow

Nkosi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:Okay,Ididn'tbath.

Hecarriedmeandwewentupstairs.Hetookof

myclothesandtookmetotheshower.

Nkosi:Shower,youonlyhave20mins.

Me:Yessir.

HeclosedthedoorandIshowered.Nkosinathi

canbesocontrollingwheneverandheloves

dictatingandhethinksyou'lljustsayyesto

everythinghesays.HesayshelovesitwhenI



challengehimandhowIdon'tlethimcontrol

meandhefindsitsexywhenI'mmadathim.

Likewhodoesthat?Onlyheisasweirdasthat.

ButIlovehimanyways.There'sthistimeIwas

somadathimandIkeptshoutingathim,he

justlookedatmeandlaughed.Iwassoupset,

hecametomeandheldmystomach.Hesaid

"Babe,Iunderstandyou'repregnantanditsall

justhormonesthataregettingyousofiredup.

ButImustsay,you'rereallysexywhenyou

shout"mxm!IfeltlikejustkickinghimbutI

endeduplayingonhischestafteragood

sessionoflovemaking.Iwasdonewithmy

showerandhehelpedmelotionmybody,Ican't

reachmyfeetsoitsalwaysjustastruggle.

Nkosi:Ihavesomethingforyou.

Me:Yey!Whatisit?

Nkosi:Let'sgotoyourclosetandyou'llsee.

Wegotthereandtherewasabeautifulred



dress,itsnotaslimfitdress.Itisjustbeautiful,

andit'stheperfectsizeformypregnantself.

Me:Thisdressisbeautifulbabe.Thankyou

Nkosi:Anythingforyoumylove.Ijustwantyou

tobehappy

Me:AndI'mveryhappy.Let'sgetdressed,I

wannaputonmydressalready.

Nkosi:I'llhelpyouputiton.

Hegotdressedfirstandhelpedmyintomy

dress.

Nkosi:Youlooksobeautifulmywife.

Me:I'lllookevenmorebeautifulonceIfixmy

hair.

IhaveaweaveonsoIcurledtheendssothey

couldbepuffyandIputmymakeupon.

Me:Wherearemyshoes?

Nkosi:Theshoerack,thesecondonefromyour



right.

Me:Thankyou

Ilovejustleavingshoesanywherearoundthe

houseanditpisseshimoff.Itried,likeIreally

triedrememberingtoputontheshoerackbut

it'sjustsomethingI'mnotusedto.Healways

takesthemandputsthemontherackforme

andIendupnotknowingwheremyshoesare.

Heisneaterthanmeandheismoreorganized,

punctualandclean.Helikesitwhenthingsare

inorderandeverythinggoesaccordingly.He

reallygetsangryandfreaksoutwhenthings

don'tgothewayheplanned.Irememberwhen

he'sconstructionworkersdidsomethinghe

didn'tsaytheymustdo,hewasveryangrythat

theydidn'tfollowthedesign.Hewassoangry

heflewtoCanada,draggingmebehindhim

withthisbigstomachofmine.Whenwegot

thereheshoutedandfiredeveryone.Ihadto

talktohimandcalmhimdown,welookedfora



solutionandtheyweren'tfired.Godknowswhat

would'vehappenedifIwasn'tthere.Thosemen

would'velosttheirjobs.SometimesNkosinathi

doesthingswithouteventhinkingfirst.He

doesn'tthink,hejustacts.Notthinkingofthe

consequenceslater,notthinkingofwhoits

affectingorhowitwillaffecthimsomeday.I've

noticedmanythingsabouthim,themoreI'm

withhimthemoreIgettoknowhim.Hehas

differentsidestohim,hehasthisweak,

vulnerablesidetohimaswell.Wherehejust

quicklygivesupanddoesn'tknowwhattodo

next.Whereallhedoesisjustsitnexttome

andlayonmychest.Therewasjustthisone

daywherehejustlaidonmychestandIended

upfallingasleep,Itookmytimeandlookedat

himwonderingwhathappenedtothis

wonderfulmanandwhyishesoruinedinside.

AsIhavesaidbefore,heisapuzzle.I'veput

togethersomepiecesbutsomearestill

missing,somestillneedtobefoundandput



together.

Nkosi:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Me:Nothingbabe.IsEmihleready?.

Nkosi:Yessheis.Come,weshouldgetgoing.

Me:Areyouokay?

Nkosi:Yes,Iam.Nowcomelet'sgo.

Hedidn'tlooklikehewasokay,likehe'smood

hadjustchangedandIwasn'tsureifhewas

hurt,angryorannoyed.Ijustdidn'tknow.

Emihlewaswaitingforusdownstairsandshe

lookedreallybeautiful.Shewaswearingadress

almostthesameasminebutherswasgrey.

Me:Youlookgorgeousmybaby

Emi:Youtoomom.Youreallylookbeautiful

WehuggedandIkissedhercheek.Wegotinto

mycarbutNkosinathiwasdrivingandweleft.

Me:Wherearewegoing?



Nkosi:You'llsee.

HedroveandIclosedmyeyes,Ifeellikejust

sleepingabit.

Nkosi:Wakeup!We'rehere

Me:Ifeelasleep?

Nkosi:Yesyoudidandyoufartedtoomany

times

Me:NoIdidn't

Nkosi:Youdid,evenEmihlecantellyou.We

hadtoopenallwindows

Emihle:Yep,itsalltrue

Theylaughedatmeandmycheeksturnedred

duetotheembarrassment.We'reatthis

restaurantagain,Inevergotitsnamethelast

timewecamehere.Iwonderifthatgirlstill

workshereandifshedoes,Ihopeshedoesn't

causeanydrama.Wewalktowhereeveryoneis,

ohMayiandPheloarealsohere.Ididn'tknow



theywerecoming.

Me:Heyguys

TheyallgreetedbackandBongawaslookingat

Nkosi.Itwasliketheyarehavingaconversation

withtheireyes,likealltheguyshereunderstood

whatwasgoingon.Nkosinoddedandtheyall

satdown.KamolookedatmeandIshrugged,I

alsohavenocluewhat'sgoingonsoI'lljustbe

asconfusedastheladies.Iguessthe

restaurantwasbookedforussincethere'sno

oneelsehere.Themanagercameandtookour

drinkorders

Danny:How'sthepregnancy?

Hedecidestofinallybreakthesilence

Me:It'sokay,Ijustwanttogivebirthalready.

I'mtiredofbeingbig

Welaughedandcontinuedtalkingalot.There

wasaloudloudnoiseandwewereallhavinga

greattime,evenNkosinathiwaslaughing.Mayi



didkeeponlookingathimlikehewaschecking

uponhim.WewerehavingourfoodwhenI

suddenlyfeltasharppaininmystomach

Me:Aaaaah!!

Thebabywaskickingtoohard.Maybeshehas

asoccerballinthere,shereallykicks.She

kickedagainanditwaspainful,Iscreamed.

Nkosi:Naye,Nayeareyouokay?Ssshbreathe

inandout.Isittime?WhatshouldIdo?What's

goingon?

Hewassoworried,hehadeventookhisblazer

off.Ilaughedalittleandhelookedatmelike

I'mcrazy.

Me:Thebabykicked,alittletoohard.

Nkosi:You'reokaynow?

Me:YesI'mfinebabe,don'tworry.

Nkosi:Havesomewater

Me:Thankyou



HeheldmyhandandIdrankmywater.

Bonga:Youhadusallshockedthere.Idon't

knowwhatIwould'vedoneifyouweregiving

birth.Thatreallyscaresme

Mpho:It'sreallyscary,womangothroughalot.

Phila:IrememberwhenSiyawasgivingbirth,

thewayshecriedandscreamed.Itbrokemy

hearteverytimeIheardhercry.

Belinda:Her'swasreallyintense.Idon'tthinkI'd

survivegivingbirthto4childrenatonce

Siya:Itwashellbutitsallworthitattheend

Me:Yes.Thepainisreallyworthit

Kamo:Thecontractions!

Belinda:8hoursoflaborpainsain'tnojoke.

Mayi:Itsalljustcreepy.I'mfreakedoutbyjust

talkingaboutit.

Ntokozo:I'mreallyscared.



Me:You'llbefine.

Theguyswenttothelake,theysaidtheyhad

somethingtotalkabout.

Phelo:WasItheonlyonewhonoticedthat

momenttheyhad?

Me:Youweren'talonesweetie

Ngamso:Whatdoyouthinkisgoingon?Jabu

didn'ttellmeanything

Zandy:I'malsojustasconfusedaseveryone

else.Mphodidn'tmentionanythingtometoo.

Me:WhereisSbahle?

Zandy:Athome,shewantedtostayathome

anddoherassignments.She'sreallyexcited

aboutschool

Me:Itsgoodthatshe'sbackinschool.Ihope

sheisn'tbeingteasedforbeing17andingrade

10

Zandy:She'snot.Plusherpeerswon'teven



notice.

Theycamebackandsatwithus.Nkosiwas

behindmeandholdingmyshoulders.Thekids

wereplayingattheplayingcenter.

Nkosi:Wannagohome?

Me:Let'sstayforjustanhourortwo.

Nkosi:Okaybabe.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Mayi:CanItalktoyouNaye?I'llbequick

Me:Yeahsure.

Nkosisqueezedmyhandlikehewasassuring

meofsomething.Whatisgoingon?Wewentto

thelakeandstoodnearit

Mayi:Howishe?

Me:He'sokay.Butheisn'thimselftoday,doyou

knowwhy?

Mayi:He'lltellyouwhenhe'sready.Justbe



thereforhimandsupporthim.Iknowmy

brothercanbealotandhehasalotofbaggage,

butyou'rehiseverything.You'rethereasonwhy

hewakesupandstrivestobecomeabetter

man.You'reallhecaresabout.Justbetherefor

him

Me:Iwill,Iwishhecouldopenupmoreandtell

meeverythingIneedtoknowabouthim

Mayi:Onestepatatime.He'llgetthere,slowly

butsurely.You'rehe'sstrength,rememberthat.

Withthatsaidheleftandwentbacktothe

others.Honestly,allofthisjustscaresmeandI

don'tknowwhattoexpect.Lasttimethings

werelikethis,hetoldmehehasadamnwife.I

hopehewon'ttellmesomeshitabouthaving

someroyalwifesomewherehiddeninhishome,

I'dkillisroyaldamnass.Ireallywonderwhatit

isbutasIalwaysdo.I'llsitandwaittillheis

abletocometalktome.Thisreallyhurts

though,ithurtsalot.Hepushesmeawayand



doesn'topenuptome,itsometimesjustfeels

likeI'mmarriedtoastranger.Iwonderifhe

everthinksabouthowIfeel.Iwalkedbackto

theother'swithmyheadhelduphigh,Ifakeda

smileandlaughedasthedaycontinuedbutat

thebackofmyheadIwasjustcompletely

worriedabouthim.Heheldmeandwewere

huggingandallcosybutitwascold,hewasn't

there.Hewasn'thimself,Ididn'tfeelthe

warmthofbeinginhisarmslikeIalwaysdo.I

letgoofhimandhelookedatmecuriously

Me:I'mgoingtothebathroom,I'llbeback

Sneh:I'mcomingwithyou,Ineedtopee.This

champagneisgettingtome.

Wewalkedtogetherandshedidn'treallyneed

topeeandIalsodon'tknowwhyIcamehere.I

satatthetoiletsitandshesatnexttome.

Sneh:Ifsomeonewouldwalkinhere,they'd

literallythinkwe'velostourminds.



Welaughedandmylaughterturnedtotears.I

justcriedandsheheldme.

Sneh:Itsallgoingtobeokay,Idon'tknow

what'sgoingonandIdon'tknowwhatkindof

painyou'regoingthroughbutitsallgoingtobe

okay.

Me:Whenwillweeverjustbehappy?Whenwill

heevertrustmeenoughtojustopenuptome

andgivemehimselffully?Whenwillhefully

openuphisheartandallowmetolovehim?

Sneh:Itsallgoingtobeokay,justwaitandsee.

Therewasaknockonthedoorandwequickly

fixedourselves

Athi:Areyouguysaliveinthere?

Me:Yeswe'restillalive.We'recoming

Athi:Okay,wasjustcheckinguponyou.

Shefixedmymakeupbutmycheekswerestill

redandpuffy,itwasprettyclearthatIwas



crying.Wegotbacktotheothersanditseemed

asiftheywerealllookingatme.I'msurethey

justpityme.TheyalljustfeelsorryformeandI

hatethat

Me:Canwegohome?Ineedtolaydown,I'm

tirednow.

Nkosi:LetmegocallEmihle

Ntoko:Noleaveher,she'sstillhappywith

playingwiththeothers.

Nkosi:Okaycool.

Belinda:They'llallsleepoveratmyhouse.

WesaidourgoodbyesandIalsowavedat

Emihle,shewavedbackandcontinuedplaying.

ThedrivehomewassilentandIwasjust

lookingthroughthewindow.Igothomeand

tookoffmydressthenchangedintomy

pyjamas.

Nkosi:I'llbeatthegym,callmeifyouneed



anything.

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Yes

Me:Talktome

Nkosi:ThisisnottherighttimeNaye.Ihate

doingthistoyou,I'msorry.

Heclosedthedoorandleftmestandingthere.

Willthiseverend?Ijustwashedoffmymake

upandgotinbed.Ijustwannasleepandforget

allmytroubles.
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Itwistedandturned,keptonfidgetingsothat

Nkosicouldcomplainaboutmepushinghim

andhe'sgoingtofall.Ilovedoingthatevery

morning.Butthismorningisdifferent,heisn't

complaining.Iopenedmyeyesandrealized

thatheisn'tthere,he'ssideofthebedisempty.

Oh,hedidn'tcometobedlastnight.Istoodup

andstruggledwithgettingoffthebedmyself,it

washardbutImanaged.Itookoffmypyjamas

andtookalongfoambath,wheneverIusethe

bathtubIalwaysmakesurethedoorislocked.

AtfirstIdidn'tevenwanttouseit,Ikepton

havingflashbacksofwhathappenedthatday.

ThedayNoluthandotriedtokillme.Afteran

hourIwasdoneandIopenedthedoor.

Nkosinathiwassittingonthefloorwithhis

kneesupandhe'sheadonthemlikeasmall

baby.Igotdressed,justwhenIwasaboutto

leavetheroomhecalledmesoftly.Ilooked



back

Nkosi:Pleasecomesitnexttome.

Iwenttositnexttohimandheputhe'sheadon

myshouldersandheldmyhand.

Nkosi:Yesterday,itwas30thofOctober.Many

yearsago,Iwasdoingmysecondyearin

University.IwenthomethatweekandImetup

withmyboysonthatday.Iwasdrivingand...

Hecouldn'tfinishandIheardhimcrysoftly.

Nkosinathidoesn'tjustcry,Iguesswhateverit

isthathe'sabouttotellmereallyhurtshim.Ilet

himcryandhestoppedandcontinued

Nkosi:Idrovearoundinmycarandthemusic

wasplayingloud.TheywereabitdrunkbutI

wasn'tsinceIknewI'dbedrivingthemaround.I

don'tknowwhathappenednextbutIcouldn't

stopthecar,thebrakesweren'tworkingandthe

steeringwheelwasn'tmoving.Wegotintoacar

accident,therewasatruckontopofus.They



alldiedonthespotNokukhanya.Theyalldied

andIsurvived.Itooktheirlives

Me:Howmanywerethere?

Nkosi:4.Allfourlosttheirlivesbecauseofme

Me:Itwasn'tyourfault.Itwasanaccident

Nkosinathi.Youdidn'thaveanycontroloverit.

Nkosi:Iwastheonewhowasdriving,Iwasthe

onewhocouldn'tsavethem.Theyalldied

becauseofmeNaye.IfonlyIwasabletostop

thecar,they'dstillbealive

Me:Butyoucouldn'tstopthecarNkosinathi.

Nkosi:WhenIcameoutofthehospital,their

familiesblamedmefortheirdeaths.They

calledmenamesandcalledmeamurderer,

thatIwastheonewhowantedthemtodie.

BesidesLeo'smom,shejustheldmeandsaidit

wasn'tmyfaultbutIstillrememberthewayshe

lookedatme,hereyesweretellingmeanother

story.TheyweretellingmethatIkilledthemon



purpose.WhenIgothome,Ipackedmybags

andwentbacktotheFreeState.Iregretdoing

that,IregrethowIdidn'tattendtheirfunerals.

Eachandeveryyearonthe30thofOctoberis

alwaysjustadaythatI'mnotmyself.Italljust

comesbacktomelikeitshappeningatthis

moment.Icanstillseetheirfaces,theyappear

inmydreamsandI'malwaysapologizing.I

can'ttakeawaytheguilt,Iblamemyself.

Hecriedandlaidonmychest.Ikeptquiet,Ijust

didn'tevenknowwhattosaytohim.Ijustlet

himcryandgetitallout.

Nkosi:I'msorry,I'msorryIshutyouout.Ijust

can'topenupandtalktoyouabouteverything.I

don'tknowwheretoevenstart.Ihatehurting

youbutitseemslikeit'sallIeverdo.Itry,I

reallytryhardtobeabletotalktoyouandtell

youaboutallmyproblemsbutIjustcan't.Ifail

todosoandthatjustmakesmeabadpartner,

afailure.Naye,I'mjustlikethis.I'mtryinghard



tobetheperfectmanforyou

Me:Idon'tneedaperfectman.Ineedyou

Nkosinathi!Notamanwhoshutsmeout!Do

youknowhowitfeels?Iwanttobetherefor

youbutyoupushmeaway.Idon'twantthat!I

justwantyou,allofyou.Isthattoomuchtoask

for?

Nkosi:No

Me:We'llgetovereverythingtogether.Justone

stepatatime

IrememberedMayibongwe'swords.Iguesshe

knewwe'dgettothissometime.Hewasstill

layingonmychestandkeptonrubbingmy

stomach.

Nkosi:I'msorry.

Hestillhadtearsrunningdownhisface.Ijust

keptquietandlethimbe.Hecrieduntilhefell

asleep.Ishereallyasleeponthefloor?



Me:Nkosinathi

Hewasfastasleepanddidn'tevenhearme.He

lookslikeasmallbaby,maybeifmychildwasa

boyhe'dlooklikethis.Itookapillowandputit

underhishead.Iputablanketonhimand

kissedhisforehead.

Me:Iloveyoumysteryman.

Iputonmyshoesandwenttothekitchen.Ifeel

likecookingafeast,maybeIshouldcookand

invitethefriendsover.WhileIwastakingout

someingredientsforthelunchIwanttoprepare.

MayiwalkedinwithPhelo.Helookedvery

worried

Phelo:Sis,whatareyoucooking?

Me:Lunch,foreveryone

Mayi:Whereishe?

Me:Upstairs,he'ssleepingthough.Onthefloor

Mayi:Whyishesleepingonthefloor?I'msure



thecarpetisitchy.

Me:He'lltellyouaboutitwhenhewakesup.

PheloandIstartedcooking.Wecookedlotsof

food.Itallwon'tbethereoncethesepeople

arrive.Itextedeveryoneandtoldthemtocome

over.Mymindisstilljustallovertheplace,

mostlyI'mjustthinkingaboutmyhusband.

MaybeIshouldsuggestthatheseesatherapist.

I'lltalktohimaboutthislateron.Dannyand

Bongacamein

Bonga:Hellohello!Mmmhitsmellssogoodin

here.

Danny:It'sbeenalongday,we'rehungry.What

didtheKhoza'scookforustoday?

"OneofthemisaMkhizenow,andshe'smy

wife"IturnedaroundanditwasNkosinathi.He

lookedsofreshandsexy.Hehadjusttakena

showerjudgingfromhowheisn'twearing

anythingbutjustatowelwrappedaroundhe's



waist.

Athi:Wow!Nicelittleassyougotthere

Nkosinathi.

Wealllaughed,Athenkosicanbereallystupid.

Hejustwalkedinandsaidthatnonsensewhen

nooneexpecteditatall.

Sneh:Howareyougirls?

Phelo:Goodnyourself

Me:I'mgood

Sneh:I'mokay.I'llmakesomesalads

Zandy:Ibroughtalcoholya'll!!!

Danny:Likeyoueverbringanythingnon

alcoholic.

Zandy:WhateverDandan,where'sZee?

Danny:We'recominginseparatecarsbecause

she'sangryatme.

Me:We'reangryatyoutoo.



Danny:WhatdidIdonow?

Phelo:Youupsethersowe'reupsettoo.

Nkosi:Naye,pleasecomehelpme.Whereismy

navyt-shirtsandmykhakishorts?

Me:Didyouevenlookforthem?

Nkosi:YesIdid

Mayi:Idon'tthinkhelookedforthematall.

Me:IfIgetupstairsandIfindthem,I'llkillyou.

Helaughedatmeandwewentupstairs.They

werelaidonthecouchnexttothewindow

Me:Nkosinathi!!Whatis...

Hecutmeoffbyplantingakissonmylipsand

wekissedpassionately.Heletgoandlooked

meintheeye.

Nkosi:Ijustwantedyoualltomyself.

HewenttolockthedoorandIjustgiggled

Me:Whatareyoudoing?



Nkosi:Nothing

Hekissedmyneckandsqueezedmybutt.

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Ssssh,doyouwantmetostop?

Me:(Giggles)Uhmyeah

Nkosi:Yousure?

Heputhishandsundermydressandkepton

brushingandtouchingmyclit.Hepushedaside

mythongandinsertedhisfinger.

Me:Aaah,no,don'tstop.

Isaidsoftlyandhequickenedhispace.He

stoppedandIlookedathim.Whythehelldidhe

stop!Thisguydoesn'tknowme,hewon'tget

myvirginatillIgivebirth.Wellmaybeevenafter!

Hepickedmeupandlaidmeonthebed

wrippingoffmythong.

Me:Youtoremyunderwear!!



Nkosi:I'llgetyouanewone.

HewinkedandwentdowntomyNana.He

kissedmesosoftlydownthereandheshowed

mecloudnine.Hewastakingmestraightto

heaven.

Me:Nkosinathi!

IscreamedjustasIcumed.Heslowlyinserted

hismanhoodandpenetrateddeepandslowly,

hispaceincreasedanditfeltsogood.

Nkosi:AmIhurtingyou?

Me:No.

Iheldontightlytohisbackandmyeyeswere

closed.HewasreallygivingittomerealgoodI

feltlikepraying.

Nkosi:Lookatme!

Iopenedmyeyesandwekissed,hewasreally

lookingdeepinsidemyeyeslikehewas

beggingmetounderstandandbeabletoread



hismind.

Nkosi:I'msorry.I'mreallysorry,you'remywife

andIloveyou.Iloveyou!!

HesaidthosewordsandIletloose.Iletitallgo

anditfeltsogood.Ilookedathimandhe

walkedtothebathroom

Me:Comehere.

Helookedatmeconfusedandcameback.

Me:Sitdown.

Nkosi:Why?

Me:Justsitdown.

Iwentonmykneesandhelaughedabit.Itwas

followedbyaloudmoan.Isuckerharderand

harder,hewasholdingmyhead,keptjerkingme

upanddownandhewasenjoyingthis.He's

eyesweresosmall,you'dswearhe'sChinese.I

wonderwhatmenlovesomuchabouttheir

dicksbeingsucked.Hecumedallovermy



mouthandIswallowed.Iwipedmymouthand

stoodup

Nkosi:Wheredoyouthinkyou'regoing?

Me:Nkosi,wehavepeopledownstairs.WhichI

invitedsolet'sgetoutofhere.

Nkosi:Theyknowtheirwayaroundthehouse.

Let'sjustlayinbedtogether

He'sbeingclingy,that'swhatmypussydoesto

him.Hebecomessoattachedandababy.

Me:Nolet'sgo

Nkosi:10moreminutes

Me:10istoolong

Nkosi:Okay,5minutes

Me:2andthat'sit.

Nkosi:You'recrazy.

Heinsertedhismanhoodandthrusted.He

mademefeelgoodineverysingleway.I'ma



luckywoman,thisguyreallyknowshe's

business!

Me:Aaaaaah!Two...Minutes..Isover...Nkosi

Nkosi:Ididaskfor10minutes

HekissedmyneckandIwasscratchinghis

backwithmylongnails.Webothcumedatthe

sametimeandhetookatowelandcleanedus

up.HegotdressedandIfixedmydressandmy

ruinedhair.Wewentdownstairs,BeeandKamo

weredishingup.

Zandy:Thefoodgotreadywhileiscookerwas

cookingupastormupthere.

Belinda:Lookingforthoseclothesgotyour

dresssowrinkledandyourhairtiedlikethat

huh?

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Ntoko:Younaughtyass.

Welaughedandwenttoservetheguysfood



andwejoinedthem.SbahleandJabuarrived

withthekidsandSbahledishedupforthem.

Shelookscuteanditshowsthatshe'sreally

happy.Zandymadesureshegotherintooneof

thebestschool'sinDurbanandshehas

everythingshewantsandneed.Mphobought

heranIPhone,Nkosiboughtheranapplelaptop

andPhilaboughtheraSamsungGalaxyNote8,

Idon'tknowwhatshedoeswithallthesestuff

butthereweremoregiftsforher.Shopping

vouchers,aCapitecbankcardandmakeupkits.

Theysaidtheydidn'tknowwhattobuyherso

theyjusttookwhattheythoughtshe'dlike.She

wassooverwhelmedandhappy.She'sdressed

inbrandsclothingandThabogother4designer

bags.Yep!That'showtheyspoilkids,theywere

frustratedonwhattobuya17yearoldteenager

andthatwentallandabove.Theyreallydospoil

thekids,whenNcebabrokeherphone.Shegot

anewonewithinafewhours.Thapeloalways

hasnewexpensivesneakerseverymonth.



Emihle:Mommy,I'vemissedyou.

Me:I'vemissedyoutoobaby,comesitnextto

mommy.Shecameandwesattogetherandate

onthesameplate.

Emihle:Mom,canwegotoDisneyLandduring

theholidays?

Me:DisneyLand,uhmwe'llgotoLangelihleand

momwillbehavingababy,wecan'tgoto

DisneyLand.

Emi:Ohokaymom.Ican'twaittohavealittle

sister.

Nkosi:HowaboutwegotoDisneyLandand

thangotoLangelihle?

Emi:Reallydaddy!!!?Wecango,cantheothers

come

Phila:We'reallgoingtoDisneyLand!

Thekidsranaroundalloverthehouseandwent

totheplayroom



Mpho:WherethehellisDisneyLand?

Ntokozo:Florida,I'vealwayswantedtogo

there!!!I'msoexcited,IwannaseeDonaldDuck

Lyanda:WhoisDonaldDuck?

Ntokozo:Youdon'tknowwhoDonaldDuckis?

Wheredoyoucomefrom.He'sfrom

MickeyMouseClubhouse.Ilovehim

Athi:We'reflyingallthewayoverseas,justtogo

seecartoons?

Bonga:Yesweare.

Me:It'sgoingtobefunguys

Athi:Iguessso.

Weallsatandhadagoodconversationfilled

withloveandlaughter.Afterafewhours

everyoneleft.IbathedEmihle,shewasreally

dirtyfromplayinginthemud.Sheworwher

pyjamasandwenttowatchamovieinherroom.

NkosiandIwerealsoinourroomwhilstMayi



andPhelowentout,I'mnotsurewheretheyare

goingbutItoldthemtocomebackwithsupper.

Iwon'tbecookingagain.

Me:Babakhe

Nkosi:Yes

Me:Iwasthinkingmaybeyoushouldseea

therapist.

Nkosi:Whatfor?I'mfine

Me:Noyounot.Maybeitwillhelp.

Nkosi:Babe,Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletoopenup

toastranger.SomeoneIdon'tevenknow.

Me:Okay,I'llactlikeatherapist.We'llhave

sessionsonMondays,Wednesdaysand

Sundays.How'sthat?

Nkosi:Wow,you'vereallybeenthinkingabout

this?

Me:Yes



Nkosi:Wecouldgiveitatry.

Me:Andthere'smore

Nkosi:Whatisit?

Me:Maybeyoushouldgoseetheirfamiliesand

visitthemattheirgraves.Maybeitwillhelp.

Nkosi:Idon'tknowNaye

Me:Thinkaboutit.Youhaveenoughtime.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.
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IonlyhaveamonthlefttillIgivebirth,I'mso



excitedaboutitandI'malsoscared.Ihaven't

givenbirthforaverylongtimeitfeelsasifit

willbethefirsttimeI'mevergivingbirth.

Nkosinathihasbeensupportingmeandheis

justthebestpartnerIcouldeveraskfor.Heis

veryunderstandingevenwhenI'mjustgoing

crazyandoverreactingfornothing.I'mjustso

greatfulthatafterallthatI'vewentthroughand

whatlifehadthrownatme.Godblessedme

withawonderfullovingandcaringman.Emihle

hasalsobeengreathelp,shealwaysmassages

myfeetbeforeIgotosleepandshe'salways

talkingtomytummy,shesaysshe'sgettingto

knowherlittlesister.What'sweirdisthatmy

babyhasntkickedforthepast3weeks.

Nkosinathiisoverreactingandhasbeen

worriedaboutit.Hehasbeenworriedabout

manythings.HewatchesmeandeverythingI

do.Heevencarriesmemosttimesjust

becausehesayshe'safraidI'llfall.He'streating

melikeafragileperson,likeI'maglassthats



justabouttobreak.Heistrulyoverprotective.

Hehasbeenspendinghisdaysinoneofthe

spareroomsandhedoesn'tcomeoutallday,

weevenarguedaboutthisbutheisstillthere.I

don'tknowwhatsgoingonwithhimbutIguess

Ihavetowaituntilheisreadytotellmewhat's

goingonormaybehe'sstillgoingthrougha

toughtimeabouthisfriendsthatpassedaway.

WhenweatLangelihle,hewillgoseetheir

familiesandmaybethatwillhelphimgetsome

closureandforhimtobeabletomoveon.It

reallyhurttoseehimthatway,itdidreally

affecthim.He'sbeentryingandhe'sbeen

tellingmemoreabouthischildhoodandwhat

heusedtolovedoing.I'vecometorealizemore

andmorethathereallydidn'thaveanytimeto

beachildandletloose.Hewasalways

demandedtokeepagoodimageespeciallyin

histeenageyears.Hehadtoberesponsibleand

taketasksthatwouldmakehimwhoheis

meanttobe.Heisthecrownedprincesohe's



actionshadtogoalongwithhistitle.I'vejust

hadbreakfastandI'mgoingtotrymyluckand

seeifhe'lleverleavethatroom.Imissmy

husbandnow.

Me:Nkosinathi!

Hecameoutandlockedtheroom

Nkosi:Iwasabouttocometoyou.I'vemissed

you

Me:I'mnotsosureaboutthat,you'velocked

yourselfupinthatroomsinceMonday,its

Thursdaytoday!Youcametobedlatelastnight

Nkosi,there'snowayyoucouldbemissingme!

Nkosi:IknowandI'msorrybabe.I'mreallysorry

andbelievemewhenIsayI'vemissedyou.I

reallydid.

Me:Ihopeyoutellingthetruth.Whatareyou

doingthere?

Nkosi:Where?



Me:Thatroom,youevenlockit.

Nkosi:Itswork.Younotgoingtoseeyour

friendstoday?

Me:No

Nkosi:Why?

Me:Theyareatwork.

Nkosi:Youcouldalwaysgoseethemthere.

Me:Mmmh

Nkosi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:Nothing.

Hesaidhemissedmebutnowhe'schasingme

away?Whatiswithhim?Therewasaknockat

thedoorandsomeonebargedin.

Voice:Mommytobe!!!!!!

Thevoicesoundedtoofamiliar.Itwas

Ncebakazi!!!Siya'sandBee'slittlesister.She's

doingher3rdyearinuniversitystudying



Pharmacy.She'sbeenreallyscarcelately.The

lasttimeIsawherwaswhenIwassupposedto

getmarried.Shecouldn'tmakeittoNtokozo's

wedding.She'sreallygrownsomuch

Me:Ncebakazi!!

Wescreamedandhugged.

Nceba:Youlookbeautifulandbig.Howareyou?

Me:Youlookbeautifulandgrown.FeelslikeI

haven'tseenyouinyears.I'mgoodandyourself?

Nceba:It'sjustbeenafewmonthssisNaye

Me:SincewhendoyoucallmeSis?Wowyou've

reallygrown.

Nceba:Bhut'Nkosinathi.

Nkosi:Ncebakazi,itsgoodtoseeyou.Where's

Thaps?

Nceba:AtLyanda'shedroppedmeoffhere.

They'vebeentogethersincetheywereingrade



11.Wealldidn'tthinkthey'dstillbetogetherbut

theyproveduswrong.Thapeloreallychanged

Ncebaforthebetter,shestartedtostopacting

likeaspoiltbratandsawlifedifferentlyand

wasnowmoretoneddownandjusthersweet

self.

Nceba:We'regoingout,whereareyourcarkeys?

Nkosi:Canyouevendrive?

Nceba:YesIcan

Nkosi:Idon'ttrustthat.I'llcallthedriver.

Nceba:You'resooverprotective

Nkosi:I'mnottakinganychances.

Hewentupstairs,backtolockinghimselfupin

thatroom.Ichangedintoasuitabledressfor

goingout.IwonderwhatwillIdowithmy

pregnancyclothescausetheywon'tfitmeafter

I'vegivenbirthandlostallthebabyfat.The

driverarrivedandwewereofftoarestaurant.



Wewerebothreallyhungrysowe'llstartwith

eating,godoourhairandnails.Ididn'teventell

NkosinathiwhenweleftbutI'msureheknows

I'veleftalready.Itextedhim"We'veleft"

"Enjoyyourday...You'reloved"herepliedandI

smiledtomyself.I'msoinlovewithhimandI

don'tthinkitwilleverchange.Myloveforhimis

somethingIcannotdescribenormeasure.Ijust

lovehimsomuch.Wegottotherestaurantand

ordered

Me:Sohow'svarsity?

Nceba:It'sbeengreat,thoughImisshomealot.

How'sthepregnancyandmarriagelife?

Me:Itsbeengood.Marriagedoeshaveitsups

anddownsbutit'sgreat.Mybabygirlisalso

goodandgrowing.

Nceba:Where'sthesassylittlediva?I'vemissed

her

Me:We'llpickherupfromschoollater,you'll



seeher.

Wehadourfoodwhileweweretalkingand

catchingup.NcebakaziandIhavealwaysbeen

close.Itsjustthosebondswhereyoudon't

knowhowitallhappenedbutyoujustbonded.

Weallhaveatightbondbuttheresalwaysthat

onefriendyou'reclosertoo.Asweirdasitis,

thisyounggirlistheoneI'mclosesttoowellI'm

alsoveryclosewithKamo.Itwasaweirdbond

becausewetotallydifferentpeople.Wellwith

allmyfriendswealljustdifferentinourown

waysbutwe'resocloseandwe'realljust

sisters.Weallhavedifferentpersonalitiesbut

theyallhaveawayofjoiningtogetherand

makingthisgoodlovelybondandfriendship

thatwe'veallneverhadandexperiencedinour

lives.

Nceba:I'llpay

Me:Youdon'thaveto.I'llpay



Nceba:Ihaveacardnow,suchahuge

achievement!

Me:Wedidtellyoutogetacardlongagobut

you'reirresponsibleselfjustdidn'tknowhowto

keepone.

Nceba:I'mallgrownnow.Speakingofwhich,

Thapelohasbeentalkingaboutusmovingto

thenextstep.

Me:Gettingmarried?Wow,youguysarestillin

university.

Nceba:No,notthatNaye.

Me:Whatthen?

Nceba:Havingsex

Wow!I'msosurprised.She'sstillavirgin,I

guessPheloisn'talone.Wealwaysargueabout

this,noneofusactuallyhavethecourageto

askherifshe'sstillavirgin.Siyaisalways

convincedthatsheisn't



Me:Soyou'veneverhadsexbefore?

Nceba:No.

Me:Wow,I'mproudandamazed.You'veslept

inthesamebedwithThapelo,sosomany

timesandnothinghappened?

Nceba:Thereweretimeswhereitalmost

happenedbutIjustwasn'treadyIguess.

Me:Nowyouready?

Nceba:Yes

Me:Whatmakesyouthinkyou'reready?

Nceba:Itrusthim,Iknowhewasn'twithme

justtohavesexwithmeandleave.Iknowthe

wholeworldwon'tknowaboutitafterits

happenedanditsbeenalongtime.He'swaited

longenough.

Me:Ifyou'rereadybabygirlthangoahead.Just

useprotection,wewouldn'twanttohave

BabyDegree.



WelaughedaboutitandIpayed.Wehadalittle

shoppingspreeandwewenttothesalonand

didourhair.Therewasthisgirlwhokepton

lookingatme,shelookslikeshe'salmostmy

ageormaybeayearolderthanme.Maybeshe

knowsmefromsomewhere.

Nceba:Whoisshe?Youknowher?

Me:No,notatall.

She'ssittingacrossusandsheisn'ttakingher

eyesoffme.She'smakingmefeelreally

uncomfortablebutthisisasalonforeveryone,

I'mnotabouttocausehersceneandaskherto

leave.IfZandyorSnehwereheretheywould've

hadherkickedoutalready.Theyusemy"Mrs

Mkhize"statusalotmorethanIdo.Ireallydon't

likehavingtogetthingsdoneorbetreated

differentlyfromothersjustbecausemy

husbandisrichandwellknown.Somepeople

tendtodothat,especiallywhenI'matastore,

shoppingforclothes,jewelryorspa's.Idon't



evenstandinqueuesanymore.Iwasshocked

whenthathappenedatthebank.MaybeIwas

number25inlineyetIwasmovedtobeing

numberone.Ididn'tmindthatdaybecausemy

legswerekillingme.Iguesswhenyouwell

knownandhavemoney,thingscomeeasier.

Onceweweredonedoingourhairandnailswe

leftandwalkedaroundthemall.

Nceba:Lookslikeshe'scominghere.

Me:Who?

Oh,her.Thegirlwhohasbeenstaringatmeat

thesalonisapproachingus.

Her:Hello

Me:Hi

Ncebadidn'trespond,shejustlookedather.

ShecanberudejustlikeBabalwaattimes.

Her:I'msorry,I'msureyounoticedI'vebeen

lookingatyouatthesalon.Mynameis



Ndiphiwe,you'reMrsMkhizeright?I'veseen

youonTV.

Me:YesIam.

Ndiphiwe:SayHitoNkosinathiforme.Ihaven't

seenhiminaverylongtime.Congratulations

onthepregnancy.

WiththatsaidshejustleftandIwasstunned.I

didn'tknowhowtoreactorwhattoevensay.

Thatwasreallyweirdandawkward.Ididn't

evengetachancetoaskherhowdoesshe

knowNkosinathi,I'llaskhimaboutitlater.

Nceba:Mxm,thatwasweirdandtotally

unexpected

Me:Yes,itwas.Let'sgohome,Ineedtorest.

Myfeethurtnow

Nceba:Yesmom.

ThedriverdroveushomeandNkosinathiwas

alreadystandingbythedoorwaitingforus.He



seemedveryhappyandhadahugesmileonhis

face.Emihlecameoutofthehouseandshe

hadpaintonherclothes.Isn'tshesupposedto

beatschool?Whatisgoingonhere?He

openedthecardoorformeandkissedmy

cheek.EmihlerantoNcebaandtheyboth

disappearedinthehouse.

Me:Whyisn'tEmihleatschool?

Nkosi:Uhm,shedidn'tgotoschool.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Nkosi:Wepretendedasifshe'satschoolbutI

hidherinthatroom.

Me:What'sgoingonhere?Whydoyouboth

havepaintonyourclothes?

Nkosi:Paint?Idon'thaveanypaint.

Me:Nkosinathi,youhavepaintnearyour

shoulder

Nkosi:Ohshit.Uhmcloseyoureyes



Me:I'mnotdoingthatuntilyoutellmewhat's

goingon

Nkosinathijustkissedmeandputablindfold

overmyeyes.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?!Ican'tsee

HecarriedmeandIwasscreaming.Thisis

middaykidnapp!Heiskidnappingme!Iwonder

what'sreallygoingonwithhim.

Nkosi:I'mputtingyoudownnowandyoucan

takeoffyourblindfold.

Me:Okaybabe

Itookofftheblindfoldandmyvisionwasabit

blurry.Wow!Thisiswhattheyhavebeenupto?

Wowitlookssoamazing.They'vemadea

nurseryroomforthebaby.

Emihle:Doyoulikeitmom?

Wheredidshecomefrom?Ihuggedherand

kissedher.



Me:Iloveitmybaby!Itssobeautiful

Emihle:Daddysaidyou'lllikeit.

Nkosi:Itwasallherplan.Shewastheonewho

cameupwitheverything,allIdidwasjust

constructandputthingsinitsplace.Itwas

decoratedinpinkandpurplewithdifferent

Disneyprincessesonthewallsandmanytoys

already.Mybabywillreallyhavefunandshe

hasthebestsisteronearth.NkosinathiandI

hadn'treallydidanyplanningyetnorbought

anythingforthebaby.Weweregoingtostart

withitnextweekbutIguessitcanallbedone

already.Zee'sweddingisonSaturdaysoI

guesswecandoitafterwards.

Me:Ireallylovethis,itsevenconnectedtothe

doorthatleadstoourroom.Whendidyoubuy

allthesethings?

Nkosi:Ihavemyways.I'mgladyouloveitbabe

WekissedandEmihlescreemed



Emihle:Daddydon'tkissmommy.

Nceba:Getaroomyouguys,we'retooyoung

forthis.

Welaughedatthemandwenttoourroom.I

tookofmyclothesandlaidonthebed.Idothis

everyday,I'mjustalwaysfeelingveryhotandI

needtojustrelaxwithoutanyclotheson.

NkosinathicomplainsandsaysI'mtorturing

him.Hecameandlaidoverme

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Nkosi:Kissingmywifeinalltherightplaces

Igiggledandhestartedkissingmyneck.He

wentontomybreastsandIwasalready

moaningoutloud.

Nkosi:Sssh

Hewentdowntomynanaandstartedkissingit.

Me:Didyoulockthedoor?

Nkosi:Shit!



HerantothedoorandIjustlaughedathim.We

don'twantEmihleseeingwhatsheisn't

supposedtosee.She'syoungbutIdon'teven

knowhowI'devenfaceher.Hewasmakingme

feelsogoodandmakingmybodyweak.After

wehadalongsessionoflovemaking,hewent

totakeashowerwhileIwasjustlayinginbed

tryingtocatchmybreathe.Hecameoutandhe

wasverysexy.Hewinkedatmeandlaidnextto

me.

Me:Imetsomegirltoday,sheknowsyou.

Nkosi:Sheknowsme?Whoisshe?

Me:ShesaidIshouldsayhi.Shehasn'tseen

youinawhile.ShesawmeonTVwithyouso

that'showsheknewI'myourwife.Shesaidher

nameisNdiphiwe.

Nkosi:Ndiphiwe,mmmh.Ionlyknow2

Ndiphiwe'sdidshetellyouhersurname?

Me:No.She'sshort,darkwithlonghair.



Nkosi:Oohher.

Hestoodupandgotdressed.There'sdefinately

somethingheisn'ttellingme.

Me:Howdoyouknowher?

Nkosi:Wewereclassmatesinhighschool.She,

shewasclosefriendswithmysistersespecially

Nongcebo.

Me:Oh

That'sit?OhfunnyhowIthoughtthere'smore

toitmaybeitsjustallinmyhead.
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Anotherweekhaspassed,wehadabeautiful

veryromanticandpeacefulwedding.There

wasn'tmanyfamilymembersfromZee'ssideof

thefamily,itwasSnehand5ofhercousins,

sometheydidn'tevenknowandoneaunt.It

reallyaffectedDannyandhewasworriedabout

thisbutattheendoftheday,theywere

husbandandwifeandtheyarehappilymarried.

TheywenttoMauritiusfortheirhoneymoon,

Zeewasveryhappyandshedidn'tcareabout

herfamilynotbeingthere.BothherandSneh

didn'twantthemtocomebecausethey'venever

beenthereforthemsotheydidn'tseeareason

whytheyshouldcometotheweddingand

pretendtobehappywhentheydon'teven

supportit.DannymadesurethatZeegot

everythingshewantedandthatshewasvery

happyandindeeditwasagreatweddingfilled

withloveandjoy.Nkosinathileftearlyforwork

todayandI'mjusthomealonewatching

televisionandstuffingmyselfwithfood.That's



allIdolately,justsitandeat.Ineedtomake

sureIgotothegymafterIgivebirth,I'vegained

toomuchweightanditallneedstogo.Mybody

istimestwoofeverythingandNkosinathiloves

it.Hesaysmybodyisverysexy,especiallymy

thighs.Hejustcan'tgetenoughofthem.Ididn't

askhimmoreabouttheNdiphiwegirl,that

conversationendedthereanditwasnever

talkedaboutagain.Idon'twanttoeven

entertainit,I'msureshewasonceoneofhis

sexflooziesandhecalledherjustwhenhe

needstoreleasehissperms.Iwonderhow

manywerethey?I'msurehe'sevenlostcount.

Itdoesn'tupsetmemuchbecausethatwas

beforeIwasevenwithhim,that'she'spastand

Iunderstandthatheneededtorelease.Soit

reallydoesn'tbotherme.Mybackhasbeen

painingfromthemorningandIjustcan'tignore

thepainanymore,itreallyhurts.Itookmy

phoneandtextedNkosi



"Comebackhome,NOW"Isentthetextandput

myphonedown.Withinafewsecondsitrang

anditwasNkosi.

Nkosi:Babe?Iseverythingokay?

Me:No,I'minmassivepainandIdon'tknow

whatitis.Mybackreallyhurts.

Nkosi:Holdon,I'monmyway.

Hedidn'tdropthecallandsodidI.We

sometimesdothis,especiallywhenhe's

checkinguponme.Hesayshewantstocheck

ifI'mstillbreathingandalive,thatnothing's

wrongwithme.

"Ouch!!!Aaaaaah!!!"Iscreamed

Nkosi:Babe!BabeI'monmyway.Pleasejust

holdon.

Iwaskneelingonthefloorandscreaming

Nkosi:Nokukhanyaareyougivingbirth??

Me:Nodamnit!!Justcomehome!!!



Iwascryingandcouldn'thandlethispain

anymore.Ijustvomitedonthefloor.Everything

I'veeatentodayhasjustallcamebackina

floodofvomit.Nkosinathibargedinandranto

me

Nkosi:Ohshit!OkaywaitI'llbeback.

Hecamebackwithatowelandtwobuckets,

onehadwaterandtheotherwasempty.He

gavemetheotheronesoIcouldvomitinit

whilsthecleanedupthefloor.Itriedtostand

upbutIcouldn't

Nkosi:Wait,you'llhurtyourselfMaMkhize.

Hecametomeandcarriedmetothecar.He

rushedbackinsideandafterabout10minshe

wasbackandhehadevenchangedintoablack

Niketracksuit.Hedroveoffanditseemsasif

we'regoingtoDrKhanyile.Iwonderifhe'seven

madeanappointment,butthisisNkosinathi,he

doesn'tmakeappointments.



Nkosi:Doyouknowwhatiswrongwithyou?

Me:No

Itstruewhentheysayahealerdoesn'theal

himself.I'magynaecologist,pregnantwoman

cometomewhentheyhaveproblemsandI

alwaysknowwhat'swrongandhowtotreat

them.Butnow,I'mthepregnantone,Idon't

evenknowwhat'swrongwithme.Wegottothe

hospitalandNkosinathicarriedmeandwent

intoDrKhanyile'sofficewithoutevengoingto

thereception.Hedidn'tevencarewhatthe

receptionistwassaying.LuckilyDrKhanyile

wasn'tbusywithanypatientandsheallowedus

in,itsnotlikeshewasgoingtosaynoanyways.

Nkosi:Whatiswrongwithher?Isthebabyokay?

Me:Nkosinathi,shehasn'tevendoneanycheck

uponme.

Nkosi:I'mjustworried

Dr:ItsunderstandableMrMkhize.Wheredoesit



hurt?

Me:Myback.Rightatthebottom.

Iturnedandsherubbedmybackanddidascan.

ShedidanultrasoundscanandIsawwhatwas

theproblem.Whydidn'tIthinkofthisearlier?

WowIdidn'texpectthistohappen.

Dr:I'msureyouknowwhat'swrongnow

Me:YesIdo.

IstartedcryingandNkosinathiwaspanicking

Nkosi:Couldyoubothjusttellmewhat'sgoing

on?

Me:Thebabyhaschangeditsposition.

Nkosi:How?Whatdoesthatmean?Isitbadfor

thebaby

Dr:Thebabyisn'tsupposedtochangeposition.

She'sclosetohavingababyandtheheadmust

bedownhere,notupthere.Lookatthis,see

thatisnotgood.



Nkosi:Thanhowwillitchangeback?

Dr:Itwill.Butitcanreallyaffectthebaby.She's

justsittinginastrangeposition,it'sdangerous.

Me:Theumbilicalcordcangoallaroundher

neckandthatmightleadtohernotsurviving

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumeanbynotsurviving!

Changeitback!

Nkosinathicanbesocluelessaboutbabies

you'dswearhemightjustbeactingdumb.

Me:ChangeitbackNkosinathi!Putyourdamn

handsrightintomyvirginaandchangethe

damnposition!

HewasreallyupsettingmeandIjustwanttogo

home!

Me:TakemehomeNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Babebutthedoc...

Me:Takemehome!!!



She'sgoingtotellmesomethingIknow.The

babywillchangebackit'sposition.Ijusthaveto

eattherightfoodanddowhat'snecessary.

Dr:Takeherhome,youknowwhattodo.She

gavemealistofthefoodsIshouldeatandI

gaveittoNkosinathi.Hecarriedmebackinto

thecar,hejustthinksIcan'twalk.Icanuse

bothmyfeetbutheinsistsoncarryingme.I

textedBelinda,"Ineedyourball"

"Comefetchitplease"shereplied

Me:PassatLubah'splease.

Nkosi:Okay

Belindawasalreadywaitingforusatthegate.

Nkosinathitookitandputitintheboot,hewas

veryconfusedastowhywecametofetchabig

roundbouncygymball.

Nkosi:Andthen?

Me:I'llexplainlater.



WegothomeandNkosinathicalledthechefto

preparewhatwasonthemenuDrKhanyile

gaveus.Iwenttothegymroomandhe

followedmelikeI'malostpuppy.

Nkosi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Comehelpme.

HeheldmeandIsatontheballnearthewallso

Icouldn'tfall.WedidsomeexercisesandIlaid

onmybackandliftedmylegswhilehewas

holdingthem

Nkosi:Thisisweird,Ijustwannashagyouright

now

Me:Nkosinathi,focus.

Igiggledandhekeptongrabbingmybutt.After

afewexercisesIwastiredandweshowered

together.Ilaidonthebednakedandhewentto

getmyfood.ItlookedgoodbutIknowitwon't

tastegood,I'mreallynotafanofvegetables.I

reallyhatethemsosomuchbutIhavetoeat



them.Momusedtoforcemetoeatthem,she'd

evenfeedmewhileshehadasticknexttous.

WhenIfinallymovedfromhomeIwasfree

fromeatingvegetablesandI'djusteatthem

onceinawhile.Iwasdonewiththeseugly

tastingvegetablesandIdranklotsofwaterto

washawaythetaste.

Nkosi:Youlooklikeasmallbaby.Maybeshe's

goingtolooklikeyou

Me:Shemightlooklikeyou,Nkosinathiwehave

tostartshoppingforclothesandeverything

elsewe'llneed.

Nkosi:Let'sdoitthisSaturday,Ihaveabackto

backmeetingsonFriday.

Me:Okay,haveyouthoughtaboutanybaby

names?

Nkosi:YesIhave.

Me:And?



Nkosi:Itsasecret,you'llhearthenameonce

she'sborn.Icannotwaittoholdher,I'mscared

she'lljustfall.

Me:Don'tworry,I'llteachyou.

Nkosi:Idon'tevenknowhowtochangea

diaper,Iknownothingaboutbabies.Itsreally

stressingme

Me:CalmdownNkosinathi,everythingwillbe

okay.I'llteachyoueverythingyouneedtoknow.

We'lljustbehavingmanysleeplessnights.

Emihleusedtostayawakeallnight,it'sreally

justallstressful.Ihadtodomostthingsalone.

Asmuchasitsstressful,itsthebestmoment

ever.IalwayswishedEmihlewouldn'tgrow,

babiesarejustsocuteespeciallywhenthey

growtheirfirsttooth.

Nkosi:Iwould'velovedtoseeherwhenshewas

stillababy.

Me:Ihaveherphotoalbum,butI'vejustnever



showedyou.Itsonthetopshelf.Onyourleftat

theclosetroom.

Hestoodupandwenttofetchit.Helaidnextto

meandwelookedatthepictures

Me:Thiswasherfirstbirthday,shewasfast

asleepbutNdumisomadesureshehadahuge

party.Youwouldn'tsaythatitsababiesparty.

Nkosi:Shelookssocute.Whywasshecrying

here?

Me:Idon'tevenremember,butIhavemany

photosofhercrying.EvenwhenshegotolderI

stilltookpicturesofhercrying

Nkosi:You'reweird,whydoyouthat?

Me:It'sfunny.Ijustenjoydoingit.

Helaughedatmeandwekissed.Emihlecame

runninginandthrewherselfonthebed.

Me:Wheredoyoucomefrom??

Emihle:School



Me:YesIknowbutwehaven'tfetchedyou.

Emihle:Oh,UncleMphoandUncleAthifetched

me.Theytakingusout

Nkosi:Wherearethey?

Emihle:Downstairs,momcomehelpmeget

dressed.

Igotdressedfirstandwewenttoherroom.

TherewassomuchnoisedownstairsIguessall

thekidsarehere.Emihlereallydidn'tneedmy

helpwithgettingdressed,butshejustwanted

mearound.She'smycutelittlegirlandshe'll

alwaysbemommieslittleangelevenwhen

she'sallgrownup.Mymotherneversawmeas

agrownup,Iwasalwaysherlittlegirl.Shewas

justthebestmothereverandImakesureIgive

thesamelove,attentionandtimetomykids

likeshedid.Herchildrenwerejusteverythingto

her,shewasreallythebestmotherandImiss

hersomuch.I'vefoundamotherin



Nkosinathi'smom,shecallsalmosteveryday

checkinguponme.Wetalkandtalkforhours

andwe'vedevelopedatightbondtogether.

Emihlewasdoneandwewentdownstairs

together.

Me:Heylittleones

Thereweremanyhello'sandhey'sbutthey

reallyweren'tpayingmuchattentiontome,they

werejustwatchingcartoonswhilehavingice

cream

Me:Whereareyoutakingmykids?

Mpho:Toakidsgamefarm

Me:Agamefarm?

Athi:Yes.They'llgetreallydirtysobetterbe

readytodosomelaundry

Me:Whereisthisgamefarm?

Mpho:JustoutsideDurban.We'llseeyouall

later



Athi:We'regivingyoutimetousethesekitchen

countersandwallspeacefully.

Nkosi:Wehavechildrenhere

Welaughedandtheywenttothecar.Mphoand

Athijustlovespendingtimewiththekids.Ijust

hopetheydon'tfeedthemcandyliketheydid

thelasttime.

Nkosi:Iguessitsjustus

Me:Yepandwewon'tbeusingthewallsand

kitchencounter.Don'tgetMkhizeupfornothing

Nkosi:You'restingy

Me:Iknow,you'llgetmein2monthsor3

Nkosi:Nowthat'snonsense.Come,Ihave

somethingtoshowyou

Me:Whatisit?

Nkosi:Justcome...Ohsorry,letmetakethis

call.



Me:Okay

Heansweredthephoneandhelookedshocked

"Ndiphiwe"hesaid.OhnowthisNdiphiwegirl

hashisnumbernow.Mxm,she'sgoingto

irritatemebeforeIevenknowwhatthehellis

herstory.HewasdonewithhisphonecallandI

waslookingathim.

Nkosi:Shesaysshegotmynumberfrommy

P.A,shecametoseemeatmyofficebutI

wasn'tthere.Nowshewantsmetosendher

Nongcebo'snumber.

Me:Mmmh

Nkosi:What'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:Nothing.

Nkosi:Iknowthere'ssomething.Comelet'sgo.

Heheldmyhandandledmetothegarage.

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?



Nkosi:Iwannashowyousomething.Iwanna

showyouwhereIstarted.Thiswasmyfirstcar.

Me:What?

ItwasasmallwhitetazzwrittenNkosionthe

side.Itshardtobelievethatthisiswherehe

started.Nowhecandriveanycarhewantsto

drive.

Nkosi:IwassoexcitedwhenIgotthiscar,Ifelt

likeI'vereallymadeitinlife.YouknowwhatI

didwithmyfirstpayment?

Me:Whatdidyoudo?

Nkosi:Iboughtalcoholandgotdrunk

Me:What!Nkosinathiwhydidyoudothat?

Nkosi:That'swhatI'vealwayswantedtodo,I

mademydreamscometrue.WhenIputmy

mindonsomethingIdoit,Iknowyouseeitas

beingstupidandcarelessbutit'swhatIwanted

todo.Andthenaftertwomonthsofworking,I



boughtthiscar.Ithasalotofmemories.

Wetalkedforawhileandwentbackinsidethe

house.Hisphonerangagainanditwas

Ndiphiwe,Ianswered.

Ndiphiwe:Nkosi

Me:Hello

Ndiphiwe:OhHi!Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyourself

Ndiphiwe:I'mokay,IjustcalledNkosinathito

remindhim.Hehasn'tsentmeNongcebo's

number.

Me:He'sabitbusy,I'llsendit.Willthatbeit?

Ndiphiwe:Yes.Thankyou

Iendedthecall,I'msobored.Ijustdon'tlikeher

andthat'sit.

Me:What'sthestorybehindher?

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumean?



Me:Whatwasshetoyou?

Nkosi:Myfirst,thefirstgirlIeverhadsexwith.

Me:Oh

Thatjusthurtme,Idon'tknowwhybutIjustfelt

sojealousandIjustwenttowatchTV.

Nkosi:What'swrong?

Me:Nothing

Hedoesn'tseeanythingwrongwithwhathe

justtoldme.Howcanbesoclueless

sometimesIjustdon'tunderstand.Ican

confirm,Itotalhatethatgirl.

#NNBBF
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Todaywe'regoingshoppingwiththegirlsfor

theDisneylandtrip.NkosinathiandIhave

boughteverythingweneededforthebabyand

we'llshopformoreclotheswhenthebabyhas

arrived.NkosinathiandIhaven'tbeentalking

muchandhestilldoesn'tunderstandwhyamI

angryathim,Ialsodon'tunderstandwhyI'm

stillangry.Wheneverthathappenedithappened,

shewashisfirstthanokay.Icannotchange

anythingaboutthat.I'mjustenjoyingseeing

himsufferandbeconfused,I'mjustenjoying

beingangryathim.I'mgettingdressedandhe's

layingonthebedfrustrated,hedoesn'tknow

whattodowithhimselfwhenI'mmadathim.

Me:Helpmewithmyshoesplease

He'seyeswidenedandhehadasmileonhis

face.Iguesshe'shappybecausethat'sthefirst

timeIspoketohimtodaysinceyesterday

afternoon.Heputonmyshoesandforceda



hugtome.Itriedfightinghimandmovingaway

butthishulkheregotmecagedinhisarms.I

endedupgivinginandhuggedhimback.I

missedbeinginhisarms

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Nowletgoofme,Ineedto

go.

Nkosi:Who'spickingyouup?

Me:You'lldropmeoffatSiya's.

We'llbeflyingtotheUS,tomorrow.Thekids

havewenttotheirlastdayatschool,itsgood

thatnowdaystheseprivateschoolscloseinlate

November.Itmakesthingseasierforus

becausewe'llstayforaweekandwhenwe

comebackwe'llbeofftoLangelihlesoI'llbe

readytogivebirth.Nkosishoweredandgot

dressed,he'llbestaywithPhilaandI'msureall

theguyswillbetheretoo.WegottoPhila'sin

15minutes,theyboughtanewhouseinLaLucia



sotheystayabitfarthanusinHillcrest.Alot

hadalreadyhappenedinthathousesoIguess

theyjustneededafreshnewstartinanew

home.Iwasright,theguyswerealreadychilling

togetherandhavingbeerssoearlyinthe

morning.Ntokozo'sstomachisshowingnow,

she'salwayshadafiguresoitsnowveryvisible.

DannyandZandywillmeetusthere.Mpho

managedtoorganizeaprivatejetforusandmy

doctordidsayitwasokayformetotravel.

Zandy:Let'sgoguys.

Phelo:Don'tforgettofetchthekidsat11:30

Athi:Goodbye,havefun.

HekissedSnehandwewavedgoodbyetothem.

Zandy:Guys,Mphoisgettingreallyserious.

He'stalkingaboutmarriageandbabies

Bee:So?

Zandy:Isn'tittoosoon?



Kamo:Noitsnot

Me:Lookatme,I'mmarriedandexpectinga

babyyetNkosinathiandIhaven'tevenfinished

ayeartogether.Italljusthappenedsofast.

We'llfinishayeartogethernextyearinMarch.

Siya:ItsNovembernowsoallthishappenedin

aspaceofjust8months.

Zandy:We'vebeentogetherforjust5months,

I'mjustsoscared.

Ngamso:Mphoisagoodguy,he'llunderstandif

you'renotready.

Zandy:NotthatI'mnotreadyguys

Siya:Thanwhatisit?

Zandy:I'mjustscared.

WegottoGatewayandstartedourshopping.

Belinda:Iunderstandyou'rescaredbuthavinga

familyisreallythebestthingthatcouldhappen

toawoman



Zandy:I'llthinkaboutit.

Zandile'smotherwasveryhappywhenshemet

Sbahle,itsalwaysjustbeenthetwoofthembut

theybothwelcomedandlovedSbahle.She's

alsocomingwithusbutshe'sstillatschool

now.She'sdoingreallywellandeveryone's

proudofher.PheloandMayiarrivedlastnight

andNcebahasbeenaroundsinceshecame

back.Thapelohasgrownsomuchheevenhas

abeardjustlikeNkosi.Itlooksgoodonhimtoo.

Me:I'mtirednow

Ntokozo:Metoo

Bee:Thepregnantladies,letsgotoarestaurant

sowecansitdownandeat.

#Nkosi

Ihateitwhenshe'sangryatmeandIthinkI

knowwhy,shemightbeangeredbythefact



thatNdiphiwehasbeencallingmeandthat

she'smyfirst.That'sallinthepastnow,Ilast

sawNdiphiwefouryearsagowhenshewas

abouttoleaveandgobacktotheFreeState.

Wenevercontactedeachothereveragain.

Me:Guys,Ndiphiweisback

Mpho:TheeNdiphiweMajikijela?

Me:Yes

Lyanda:Wow,justwow.

Athi:Didyouseeher?

Me:No.ShesawNcebaandNayeatthemall

andwenttothemsincesheknewNayeismy

wife.ShesawthatonTVandapproachedthem.

Afterthatshewenttomyofficeandaskedfor

mynumberthancalledmewantingNongcebo's

number.

Bonga:DidyoutellNayewhosheis?

Me:Yes



Athi:Andshewasfinewithit?

Me:I'mnotsure.Itoldhershewasaveryclose

friendtoNongceboandthatshewasmyfirst,

thefirstgirlIeverhadsexwith.

Mpho:Andyousaidit,justlikethat?

Me:Yes

Phila:Youhavenofilter,youdidn'tevensugar

coatitorputitinawaythatwouldn'thurther?

Me:Iwasbeinghonestwithher.

Lyanda:Nkosinathi,that'syourproblem.Your

communicationskillsarewack.Youshould've

satdownwithherandtalkedtoherpolitelyand

explainedeverything.

Thabo:DidyoutellherNdiphiwewasyourfuck

buddyforyearsandyears?Youalmostmarried

her

Me:Iwouldn'thavemarriedNdiphiwe.Our

relationshipwaslongyesbuttherewasnolove.



Phila:Youevenfuckedwithherthenightbefore

sheleft.

Me:SheaskedforitsoIgaveittoher.

Athi:Ijustthinkyoushouldexplaintoher.Is

shehereinDurbannoworinLangelihle?

Me:Idon'tknow

Mpho:JusttellNayeeverythingNkosinathi.

Me:OkayIwill.

Ididn'tseeitasmuchofabigdealasthey

makingittoseembutI'lltalktoNayeaboutit.I

justdon'tevenknowwheretostart.Thingis,I

don'tevenknowhowtotalktoNayeoranyone

elseforthatmatter.Thisthingofopeningup

andcommunicatingjustisn'tforme.Wehad

morebeersandwenttofetchthekidsfrom

school.WegotbacktoPhila'sandthey

changedwhileweorderedburgersforthemat

steers.



Jabu:Imissmykidsattimes,youknowIwake

upsomedaysandwishtojustseethemand

holdthem.Idreamaboutmywifeandmykids

butwhenIwakeupI'mbacktoreality.Todayis

mywife'sbirthday,Ican'tgetheroffmy

thoughts.

Mpho:Sorryman.You'reareallystrongguy,

you'llgetthroughallofitoneday.

Thabo:Wewon'tlieandsayweknowhowit

feelsbecausewereallydon't.Justbestrong

man.

Me:We'realwayshereforyou.

Bonga:Drinksomewhiskey.

Lyanda:That'sthebestadviceyoucouldever

givetosomeoneBongani.

Jabulanilosthiswifeandkidsinacaraccident

beforewemetwithhim.Itwasreallytragic

becauseatthattimehejustlosthislifeandlost

everythingheowned.Hepickedhimselfupand



roseagain.I'msureitisreallyhardforhim.

Mpho:AndNangamso?

Jabu:Ilikeher.ShemakesmehappybutIcan't

seemtomoveon.Idon'twanttobewithher

andmakehersecondbestandthatshehasto

beinaplacewhereshedoesn'tevenknow

whereshestandsinmylife.OrthatI'llbewith

herbutI'mstillthinkingaboutmywife.That's

whyIdidn'tmakeanyothermoveafterwewent

onthatdate.

Me:Iunderstand.

Thabo:Iseeyounevertookoffthering.

Jabu:Idon'tthinkI'llevertakeitoff.

Bonga:Wegetyouman,wegetyou.

Thedeliverygothereandwegavethekids.We

leftthemattheplayroomwhiletheyate.

KhanyawenttohisdaddyandPhilafedher.The

Quadshavereallygrownandthethreeboysare



justfullofmischief.Wherevertheyare,there's

trouble.Theytakeaftertheirfather,Philawas

justalwaysatroublemaker.Aftersometime

thekidsfellasleepandwewerealreadytired

andhungry

Mpho:Wherearethoseladiesnow?We're

hungry

Bonga:Wehaveachefhere.Thaboworkyour

magic

Thabo:Ihaveawife,she'llcookforme.

Lubah:Wedidn'tpaylobolafornothing

Welaugheditoff,theseidiotsaregettingdrunk.

Luckilyweheardcarsparkingoutsideandit

wasthem.

Athi:Perfecttiming.We'reveryhungry

Thaps:Ourstomachsaregrowling

Nceba:Whydidn'tyoumakeanysandwiches

Phila:Wewerelazy



Siya:Didyouevenfeedthekids?

Bonga:Yeswedid.

Kamo:Wegottakeaways.

Lyanda:Ahomecookedmealwouldbenice

Me:Highlyappreciated

Naye:Youarecrazy.Comeeat,you'renot

gettinganyhomecookedmeal.

Sneh:I'llgocheckonthekids.

Athi:I'llcomewithyou

Phila:Don'tmakeourkidswatchliveporn

please

Athi:Youass!

HethrewapillowathimandPhilawinked.I

wenttomybeautifulwifeandkissedhercheek.

Shewaseatingprawnsandagreensalad.

Me:I'vemissedyou

Naye:Reallywhatdidyoumissaboutme?



Me:Everythingaboutyou,especiallythislittle

onehere.

Naye:She'schangedbackintotherightposition

Me:Howdoyouknow?

Naye:I'mthedoctorhereNkosinathi.

Ilaughedatherandshewasreallyirritated.Her

moodchangeseverysecond.Weateandhada

fewmorebeers.Aftersometimethekidswoke

up

Me:Let'sgetgoing

Naye:Yes,westillhavealotofpackingtodo.

Siya:Ihavealotofpacking.Ihavetopackfor

7people

Nceba:I'llstayandhelpyou

Siya:Youthebestlittlesisterever.

Thaps:I'malsostaying

Lyanda:You'resogluedtoher.



Thaps:Whateverman

Emihledidn'twanttogohomewithus.Shewas

stillplayingwiththeotherkids.Idroveoffand

Nayewasstilleating,itwaschickengizzards

thistime.Mydaughterreallyhasabigappetite

Me:Willyoubreastfeed?

Naye:YesIwill.Wellitwilldependifyour

daughterlikesbreastmilk.Emihledidn't,she

usedtodrinkformula.

Me:Interesting.Ijustcannotwaittohavethe

babyaround,Emihlewon'tgetboredanymore.

Wegothomeandwentstraighttothemain

bedroom.Wesatdownatthewalkincloset

spaceandtooksuitcasessowecouldpack.

Maybethisistherightmomentformetotalkto

heraboutthis.

Me:WeneedtotalkNokukhanya.

Naye:Soundsserious.



Me:I'mnotsureifitsthatserious.Butanyways

itsaboutNdiphiwe.Wewenttohighschool

togetherasyouknowandshewasreallyclose

friendswithNongcebo.Butthatisn'tjustit,we

gotintoarelationshipwhenwewereingrade

11andthat'swhenitallhappened.Our

relationshipwasfunbuttherewasn'tanylove.I

couldn'tloveher,Ididn'tevenknowhowtolove

agirlNaye.Wehadsexmorethanhavinga

goodrelationshiplikeanyothercouple.Itdidn't

workoutwhenwewereinmatricbutwewere

stillfucking.Wewenttothesameuniversity

togetherandthingsworkedout,wegotback

togetherandIthoughtitwouldbegoodifI

marriedher,butIendedupnotproposing

becauseIrealizedthatIdon'twanttospendthe

restofmylifewithsomeoneIdon'tlove.I

cheatedonheralot,sheknewIwasafuckboy

andhonestlyIdon'tknowwhythehelldidshe

staywithmeforsolong.Wegraduatedand

wentbacktoLangelihlewe'dmeetandfuck,



thatswhatourrelationshipwas.Soonenight,

4yearsagoshecametomeandtoldshe's

leaving,thatshe'sgoingbacktotheFreeState

andshewantedtobewithmeforthelasttime.

Wegotdrunkandhadsex,thenextmorning

shewokeupandleft.ThatwasthelasttimeI

everheardfromheruntilnow.

Naye:Wow

Icouldn'treallytellwhethershewasupset,or

hurtorjustfine.Ireallycouldn'ttellhowshefelt

Naye:Whyareyoutellingmethis?

Me:BecauseI'mbeinghonestandI'mopening

up.I'mtellingyoubecauseIwantyoutoknow,I

knowyou'vebeenwonderingwhat'swithher

andIneededtotellyou.

Naye:Thankyoufortellingme.Howmanywere

thereNkosinathi?

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?



Naye:Howmanygirlsweretherebeforeme?

Howmanydidyousleepwith?

Wow,Ididn'texpectthisquestion.Idon'twant

tohurtherbutIhavetomehonest.

Me:TheynevermeantanythingtomeNaye

Naye:IknowbutIjustwanttoknowhowmany

werethere?

Me:I'dbelyingifIsaidIknewbuttherewas

alot.Onenightstands,hookups,someIjust

metinvarsityparties,someI'dgoondateswith

thenwe'dgofuck.Naye,IhaveabadpastandI

wasaplayer,afuckboy.AllIcaredaboutwas

myselfandmydick.Ididn'tcareaboutthe

heartsIbroke.GirlswantedmeandIusedthat

tomyadvantage,Iwasselfish.

Naye:See,Zimicameback,Siwacame,

Ndiphiweisback...Nowmyquestionis,how

manymoremustIexpecttocomeback?How

manymorewillIhavetomeetandknowthey



oncehadthesamedickI'mhaving?

Shestoodupandleftmetherethinkinghard

aboutwhatshehadjustsaid.She'sright,my

pastiscatchingupwithmeandit'shurtingthe

onlywomanI'veeverloved.Theonlywoman

thatownsmyheart.IloveherandI'venever

lovedanyoneelse.Iwenttoherandshewas

standingatthewindowlookingoutside.Iheld

herandkissedherneck.

Me:Naye,I'msorry.I'vebeenafoolandmade

somestupid,verystupiddecisionsinmylife

andIdidn'tthinkaboutmyactionsandhowit

wouldaffectmeinthefuture.Theycanall

comeback,makealinehere,begandcryfor

mebutthey'dnevereverhaveme.You'rethe

onethatownsmyheart,you'retheoneIlove

Nokukhanya.Ichanged,andIchangedforyou.

Myheartisyours,andonlyyoursMaMkhize.I

loveyou

Shenoddedandlaidonmychest.Shereallyis



theonlyoneforme.Wewereborntobe

together,wewereboundbyfate.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy

Suggesttofriendsandfriendsoffriends

Pleaselikeandcomment

Insert51

"Hurry!Hurry!Hurry!Idon'twantustobelate"

Emihleshouts

Shewastheonewhowokeupfirst,howcan

shenotsleepaftersuchalongflightwehad

yesterday.Wearrivedherejustaftermidnight

andnowshewakesusupsoearly.Disneyland

won'trunaway.

Nkosi:We'reup

EversinceIgotpregnantNkosibecameadeep



sleeper.Iwokeupandtookashowerwhilehe

waswithEmihle.Igotdressedinayellowlong

summerdressandflip-flops,myfeetaretoobig

tobeinothershoes.Itiedmybraidsintoabun

andwenttohavebreakfast.Emihlewasalready

dressedandready

Me:Morningbabygirl

Emi:MorningMom,how'smylittlesister?

Me:She'sdoinggood,she'sgrowing.You're

goingtobeabigsistersoon.

Nkosi:I'llgogetready.

Webookedalodgebecausestayingatahotel

wouldn'tbeagreatidea,thesechildrenneeda

backyardsotheycanallgoplaywheneverthey

wantto.Luthandowalkedinandshelooked

irritated

Me:What'swrongmybaby?

Luthando:Momistakingherowntime.She



doesn'tunderstandthatwe'llbelate.

Me:I'llhityourmother.She'sasillymom

LuthandoandThembelihlearenow5yearsold

andthequadsare3yearsold.Childrengrowup

reallyreallyfast,thislittleoneinherewillbe

joiningthemsoon.AfterNkosiwasreadyweall

wenttothelounge

Mpho:Morning

Me:Morning

Mpho:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'mallgoodjustheavy

Mpho:Don'tworry,youhaveahulkhere.He'd

carryyouatanytime.

Mpho,he'sjustthemostcaringandthemost

understandingofthemall.He'sagreatguybut

hehasthissidetohim,theoneIcouldnever

understand.Everyonewasreadyandweall

roadsledtoDisneyWorld,wegotthereandthe



kidswereveryexcited,plusNtokozo.We

walkedaroundandsawmanyDisney

characters.Wespentalmosttwohourswalking

around

Me:I'mtired

Ntokozo:Metoo.Ineedtositdown

Nkosi:Youguyscangobacktothelodge.We'll

beherewiththekidsallday

Phelo:Yesladies,let'sjustgochillandenjoy

Florida

Sheseemsprettyexcited,welaughedather

andZeedroveusbackhome.Shelooksvery

happyandshe'sevenglowing.Marriagegother

goodhey.WegottothelodgeandItookoffmy

dressandworearobe.

Ngamso:Let'sgositoutsideandhavesome

champagne

Bee:Goodidea



Wewentthereandoutsidenearthepool.We

satdownandtheypouredchampagnewhileI

hadjuice,Ntokozohadwater.Theseladiesare

onamissiontogetdrunk

Belinda:SowehavetwoMrsVirginsinhere.

Kamo:Youladiesaremissingout,whatthehell

doyoudowhenyou'rehorny?

Nceba:Who'stheothervirgin?IthoughtIwas

aloneinthis

Me:Noyou'rewithPhelo

Phelo:(clearsthroat)You'realonesweetheart

Wewereallshocked

Sneh:What!Startexplaining!

Me:IseeMayibongwedoesn'twastetime!

Zandy:It'saMkhizething,Nkosigotyou

pregnantinjust3monthsofyouguysbeing

together.



Me:Whatever

ItfeelslikeI'vebeenwithNkosiforyearsyetit

hasonlyjustbeen11months,almostayear.

We'realreadymarriedandexpectingachildyet

othercoupleswouldstillbeinthe"we'restill

gettingtoknoweachother"phase.

Siya:StarttalkingPhelokazi

Phelo:SoIhadjustcamebackfromworkandI

calledacabtotakemetomyapartment.AfterI

hadfresheneduptherewasaknockonthe

door,heknowswhattimeIgethomesohe

cameover.Wechilledforlikeanhourandhe

saidweshouldgooutfordinner.Igotdressed

andwewentout.MayibongweandIaretwo

differentpeoplebutwejusthavethis

connectionIcan'tevendescribesohefinally

askedmetobehiswomanandIsaidyes.We

wenttohisapartmentandwestayedupand

talked,itwasaround1amwhenitallhappened.

Andladies,Iain'tnovirginanymore.



Zee:Mmmh!Mmmh!Nononoyou'renotgiving

usallthedetails

Welaughedandshewentinonthefulldetails.

Youcouldseehowhappyshewasandthere

wasjustasparkinherface.Shewasreally

happyandI'malsoveryhappyforher.

MayibongweisagoodguyandIknowhe'lltake

goodcareofher

Zandy:Ladies,sexisgood.Idon'tknowhowI'll

beabletostayawayfromMpho'sdick.Itjust

screamsoutmynamebymejustlookingatit.I

guesshavingafewbabieswon'thurt.

Sneh:Listentothat!He'sdickmustbereal

goodifyou'retalkinglikethat.Weren'tyou

scared?

Zandy:I'veseenhowheiswiththekidsandhe

reallywantshisownchild.I'vebeengivingit

somethought,hehasmoneyandIknowmy

childwillbewelltakencareof.SoIguessitisn't



abadideaafterall.

Me:I'mactuallygladtohearyousaythat,you're

30now.Youshouldbehaving3kids

Zandy:Never!Justoneisfine

Belinda:Luthandogetsreallybored,yourchild

willbebored.

Me:That'showitiswithEmihle,that'swhythey

alwayswantsleepovers.

Ntokozo:Beingtheonlychildreallysucks.

Kamo:Ilikeitwhenwehavesexonthefloor.

Zee:IlikeitwhenI'mhandcuffedandhehas

controloverme

Siya:Youladiesaregettingnaughty!WellIlove

havingsexonthekitchencounter.

Nceba:I'mneverhavingmyfoodthere,like

neverever.

Siya:Thandon'tcometomyhousebecause



we'vehadsexallover.Evenyoursmallfavorite

couch

Ngamso:We'retooyoungforthis!

Sneh:Ohcomeon!I'msureyou'reasnaughty

asweare.

Ngamso:Ihaven'thadsomeinawhile.

Kamo:What'sgoingonbetweenyouandJabu

anyway?

Ngamso:Idon'tknow,we'regoodfriendsI

guess.Idon'tthinkhelikesmesoIwon'tget

myhopesupfornothing.Ijusthavetoworkon

gettingoverthiscrushIhaveonhim.

Me:Aaahsorrybabe.Didyoutellhimaboutit?

Ngamso:Hellno!Iwon'tdothat.

Belinda:Why?

Ngamso:I'mnotdesperateplusheseemslike

there'salotgoingonwithhimsoI'lljustget

overhim.Hemightevenhavehisowngirlfriend.



Nangamsodoesn'tknowthatJabuwasonce

marriedandhelosthiswifeandkids.We'renot

goingtotellhereither,itsnotourplacetodoso.

Jabuwilltellherwhenthetimeisright.Inever

thoughtthatwe'dbeallmarriedandinlove

bunchoffriends.Italljustworkedoutperfectly,

IguessitwasalwaysGodsplanforthingstobe

thisway.Wecontinuedtalkingandwereally

hadagreattimetogether.

Zee:Ihavesomethingtoshowyou,I'llberight

back

Wesatandwaited.Shecamebackwithasmall

suitcaseandopeneditup.Weallscreamed

whenwesawwhat'sinthere!Thiskinkyass

bitch!!

Me:WhatthehellMrsMcKenziewhathaveyou

beenupto?

Zee:I'vebeen...What'stheword?

Kamo:Whatword?



Zee:Experimenting,yesthat'sthewordI'm

lookingfor.I'vebeenexperimentingladiesand

trustme,itsawholelottafun.

Shehadhandcuffs,whips,somethingsI've

neverevenseenbefore.

Me:Whatthehellareyoudoingwithavibrator?

Zee:Fortimeswhenhe'snotaround.

Bee:Ialsohaveone

Zandy:Metoo

Therewasalotof"Metoo's"thatfollowed.I

guessI'mtheonlyonethatdoesn'towna

vibratorhere.

Me:Andwhydoyouhavewhip's?Theyeven

differentkinds,therewasonewhichseemed

likealeather,onewasmadeofstrongplaited

fabricandasmallsjambok.

Zee:JustalittlepunishmentwhenIgetnaughty.

IswearDannygoesallChristianGreyonher



andshelovesit!

Zandy:Thisalllookssoexciting!Ishouldget

myselfsome.

Phelo:Never,Ican'timaginemyselfgettingall

whippedandchained!Itseemssoscary

Sneh:Painandpleasuresweetheart.You

shouldjustgetwildonceinawhile.Showhim

whatyou'remadeoff!

Weallscreamedbecauseshegotontothe

tableandstartedstripping.Itsreallygettingall

wildinhere!Theladiesaredamndrunk.

Belinda:Shakewhatyourmammagaveyou!!

Me:Ohyeah!

TheyweredancinganddancingwhileNtokozo

andIsatdownandwatchedthem.

Phelo:Beasexypreggymama

Theypulledusupandwedancedwiththem,but

weweren'tonthetable.Igottiredandsatdown.



ThesebitchesaremadandIlovethem!Siya

wastwerkingformeandIkeptonthrowing

moneyather.Wewerehavingourownfunbut

itwasdisturbedbysomeoneclearingtheir

throat.Weallstoppedandturned.Ohlord!

Openthedoorsofheavenandletusin!They

werestandingtherelookingatus.Noemotion,

nofacialexpression,nosmile,nofrown.Just

emotionallessfaces.Itslikewewerehavinga

staringcontest,noonesaidanythingoreven

moved.Mindyou,PheloandBeearestillontop

ofthetable.

Lubah:Goodgirlsgon'bad.

Really?Thisiswhathe'sgoingtosaytobreak

thesilence.Theystillstandingtherewiththeir

handsontheirbackslikesoldier's,I'msurethey

thinktheyintheforcehere.Speakingofthe

force,IthoughtI'dmissitonceweleftbutI

don't.Wehadagreattimethere,dodging

bullets,havinggunsandthedangeritbrought



butI'mamotheroftwonowandI'mawife,

that'sallthatmattersinmylifenow.

Bonga:Iseeyou'reallstillpartyanimals,letus

showyouhowitsdone.Heturnedonthemusic

andtheystarteddancing.

Zandy:Hellyeah!!Itsabouttogodown!!

Shestarteddancingtooandwelaughed.Weall

dancedtogetherforawhileandIsatdown,they

mustunderstand.I'mpreggy,Ican'tbeonmy

feetforlong.Afterafewminutestheyalso

joinedmeandNkosinathisquashedhimself

nexttome,Idon'tknowwhyhedoesn'tsiton

thenextseat.Hekeptonkissingmyshoulder,

everyonewassittingwiththeirpartnerandit

waskindaawkwardforJabuandNangamso,

shelookedasifshe'sabouttocrybuttheguys

didn'tnotice.Shestoodup

Ngamso:Excuseme

Jabu:Nangamso!Nangamso!



Helookedsofrustratedandhekeptonrubbing

hishandstogether,I'venoticedhedoesthata

lot.

Me:I'llgocheckonher

Siya:I'mcomingwithyou.

Shelockedherselfinherroomandyoucould

hearshewascrying

Me:Ngamsosweetie,pleaseopen.

Ngamso:Ijustwanttobealoneguysplease

Siya:Wewon'tletyougothroughthisalone.

Zandy:Youdon'twantustocallJabuandhe'll

kickthisdooropen.

Ngamso:Don'tyoudare

Zandy:Thoughtasmuch,nowopenthisdamn

door.

Thegirlswereallherenow.Nangamsoopened

thedoorandsherolledhereyes.



Zandy:See?Beingmeanalwaysworks

Sneh:Zandile,yourbloodisalwaysboiling.

Welaughedatherandwelockedourselvesin

theroom.

Nceba:YouknowwhatIdowhenThapelo

upsetsme?

Ngamso:Whatdoyoudo?

Nceba:Icurseandfightwiththepillow,giveita

try

Kamo:That'ssounlikeyou.

Ngamsowaskillingtheinnocentpillow.The

featherswereallovertheplaceandshewas

reallyangry.

Ngamso:OkayI'mdone!

Belinda:Geezgirl,thepoorpillowisdeadnow.

Sneh:Menreallydriveuscrazy.Theycanbeso

complicatedyettheyalwayssaywe'rethe



complicatedones

Siya:Youcansaythatagain.

Me:Wesaytheyarecomplicatedandtheysay

we'recomplicateditsalljustviseversa,a

personwillalwayssaythey'reoppositegender

iscomplicatedbecauseyouknowand

understandyourgenderyetyoufindtheother

complicated.Soattheendoftheday,we'reall

complicatedinourownway.

Bee:Whydoyoualwayshavesomethingsmart

tosay?That'ssosmart

Zandy:Ifeellikeyou'vejustmessedupmy

braincells.

Ngamso:Where'sthatchampagne,Ineedto

drownmysorrowswithalcohol.

Sneh:Noyou'renotdoingthat,you'regoingto

getyourfineassthereandsmile.Don'tlethim

gettoyouandjusthavefun.Youguyswilltalk

thingsthrough



Ngamso:Thankyouguys,you'rethebest

sistersanyonecouldeveraskfor.I'vefound

familyinyou

She'sright,we'renotjustfriends.We'refamily,

westicktogethernomatterwhat.Wedon'tlet

theotherfall,weholdeachotherandriseup

strongagain.Weareone,we'resisters.Idon't

knowwhatI'dbewithoutthemandwhenoneis

notaround,wealwaysfeelthattheirpresence

ismissing.

Phelo:Let'sgoback

WewentbacktotheguysandIsatonNkosi.

Hekeptonrubbingmystomach

Belinda:Wherearethekids?

Mpho:Theywerealltootiredsoweputthemto

sleep.WellactuallyIputthemtosleep

Lubah:ButIhelped

Thabo:Youhelpedcarrythem.



Nkosi:ButIputKhanyatosleep,theolderones

sleptonourwayback.

Me:You'reseriouslygoingtoargueaboutwho

putwhotosleep?

Them:Yes!

Wejustlaughedatthem.Theycanbereally

stupidsometimes.Theyalwaysargueabout

stupidthings,theyteaseeachotherandplay

pranksononeanother,you'dsweartheyare

just5yearolds.MayiandPheloaregluedto

eachother,I'msurethesetwowillgetmarried

soon.IhopePhelowillbeabletoconvince

Mayibongwetostopsmokingweed.Dannyis

reallyhappy,hekeepsonplayingwithZee'sring

fingerandlookingatit.Iguesshestillcan't

believethattheyaremarried.Theyarestillin

theirhoneymoonphase.Iwonderhow

Nkosinathiwould'vebeenifwehadourwhite

weddingandgotoourhoneymoon.Iwonderif

he'dcrywhenwesayourvowsbutthat'sthat



andI'moverit.I'llalwayswonderbecauseit's

nevergoingtohappen.Whichremindsme,I

shouldburnthosedresses.Ialwayskeepon

forgetting.Idon'twanttoholdontothem

becauseI'llneverwearawhiteweddinggown.

Whilewe'rejustsittingandtalking.Igotansms

fromanunsavednumber.Whatthehell!?I

textedmygirlsonourWhatsAppgroup.

Me:"Emergency101Ladies!!Inmyroom,

NOW!"

Inoticedtheyalllookedattheirphonesand

lookedatmecuriously.Iwasthefirsttostand

andtheyfollowedme.Ithinktheguysnoticed

somethingisgoingon.I'mnotabouttoexplain

tothem.They'lljusthavetobestrong.Wegot

inandIlockedthedoor.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy!



Let'sgetto900likes!

Pleaselikeandcomment

Insert52

Theysatthereandlookedatmeworried.Kamo

lookedlikeshewasabouttostrangleme.

Zee:Talk!

Me:Shesaysshewantstoseemeandits

urgent.

Kamo:Who?

Me:Ndiphiwe

Zee:Oh

Ngamso:Shedidn'tsayanythingelse?Callher

Zandy:Putitonloudspeaker.

Icalledheranditrangforawhilethanshe

answered

Her:Hello



Me:Ndiphiwe,hi.Igotyourtext,whatisitabout?

Ndiphiwe:It'snotsomethingwecandiscuss

overthephone.Couldwepleasemeetup?

Me:I'moutofthecountryandI'llhavetogoto

Langelihlefromhere.

Ndiphiwe:I'malsoinLangelihlesowecanmeet

whenyou'reback.Pleasedon'ttellNkosinathi

aboutit.

Me:Okaygoodbye.

IendedthecallandIwasmorecuriousthanI

wasbeforewemadethecall.

Siya:Idon'tunderstand

Me:Metoo,Ireallydon'tunderstand.There's

somethingweirdandoddaboutthis.

Phelo:Italljustleadstoonething,weshould

waitandfindout.

Zandy:I'msocuriouswhenwillthisweekend?



Me:Let'snotletthisstayinourheadsand

focusonenjoyingthisvacation,we'redoingit

forthechildren.We'llcrossthisbridgewhenwe

gettoit.AmIclear?

Theyallnodded.IhopeI'llbeabletoevendo

whatI'vejustsaidbecauseitwillbereally

difficultnottothinkaboutitatall.

Me:Nomentioningthistotheguys.Notasingle

word,iftheyaskwhatwecametotalkabout.

Westicktoonestory

Belinda:Whichis?

Me:Idon'tknow

Ngamso:We'lljustsayyouhadanemergency.

Girlstuffduringpregnancy

Me:Nkosinathiwillwanttoknowwhatitis.

Zee:We'llsayyoufeltyourunderweargetting

wetandwewenttocheckitout.

Kamo:Notconvincing



Ntokozo:We'lljustsayyoupee'donyourself,

that'sit.

Siya:Idon'tthinkthey'llbuythatstorybutlet's

gotryitbecauseIdon'thaveabetterlie

Bee:Whydowesucksomuchatlying?

Nceba:Becauseyousuckdicktoomuch.You

can'tbegoodatboth

Wealljustdidn'texpectthatandwelaughed

outloud.Therewasaknockonthedoor

Danny:Guys,iseverythingokay?You'vebeenin

thereforawhile

Zandy:No,we'reangry.LikereallyangryMr

McKenzieandZiyandadoesn'tevenwantto

speaktoyou.

Danny:Zee,zeebabytalktome.WhatdidIdo?

I'mreallysorry.

Wesecretlylaughedandhesoundedsoworried.

Weweresilent



Danny:Pleasejustopenthedoorsowecanall

talk.

Mpho:What'sgoingonhere?

Hesoundedasifhewasapproachingthedoor.

Danny:Theyareangry.Idon'tknowwhy

Mpho:Whatdidyoudo?

Me:Thequestionyoushouldbeaskingiswhat

didyoualldo?Nowmoveawayfromthisdoor.

Phelo:Justleaveusalone,please.

Shesoundedsoconvincingandsoemotional

likeshewasgoingtocry.Weheardfootsteps

andtheywerewalkingaway.Welaughedalittle

andSnehcheckediftheywerereallygone.

Sneh:Iguesstherewon'tbeanyneedforusto

makeupawhitelieanymore.We'lljustsithere

forawhilethencomeout.

Ntokozo:ButI'mhungry



Me:Metoo

Kamo:Pregnancythings,takethephonethere

andorderfood.

Phelo:ImissMayibongwe.

Siya:Ncooohnewlove.You'llbestrongfornow

we'llpretendasifyou'reangryathim

Phelo:I'veneverevenbeenangryathim,Ijust

can't.

Bee:Howlonghasitbeen?

Phelo:Amonthand2weeks.

Theyaresocutetogether.Mayibongwenever

getshiseyesofPhelo,I'msurehe'salso

panickingthere.Thelovetheyhaveforone

anotherissostrongitactuallyscaresmeso

much.Itsstillnewandtheyjusthavethislove,

thistoxiclove.ItsalmostsimilartoNkosinathi

andI,I'venoticedthatthewayNkosinathilooks

atmeisthesamewayMayibongwelooksat



Phelokazi.The'I'llneverletyougolook'The

'Thisisforeverlook'Hegavemethatlookwhen

wefirstmet.It'sfunnyhowwejusthititoffand

gotalongsomuchwhenwehadjustmet.Istill

rememberthatnightlikeitwasyesterdayyetit

was4yearsago.Isometimesregretnotbeing

withhimfromthegetgo,maybethings

would'vewentadifferentwaybutIstilldon't

regrethowImadehimwait,Ineverthoughthe

wouldbuthedid.HereallylovesmeandIseeit

andfeeliteveryday.Noonehaseverlovedme

likeNkosinathiMkhizedoes.Irememberthat

nightwhenhecametome,thefirstthinghe

saidtomewas"You'reshort."Snehjust

laughed,shewasstandingnexttomeandIwas

justdumbstruckandIcouldn'tevenrespond.

Mypantywasliterallywet.Iwastakenaway

andhereallyjustcharmedme.

"Idon'tknowifIshouldsaythankyouornot.I

justdon'tknowwhattosay.YesIamshort."I



replied

"Ilikeit.BythewayI'mNkosinathiMkhize"he

kissedmyhandandleftmestandingthere.

"I'mNayeKhoza"Iwhisperedafterhehad

walkedaway.

Thatnight,Icouldn'tevenconcentrateonthe

party.MymindwasjustonthisNkosinathiguy.

Weallsatdownandhadtequilashotstogether,

that'swhenwespokeagainandwespokeall

nightlong.

Therewasjustsomethingabouthim,

somethingthatevennowIstillcan'tdescribe.

HeisjustallIneedandwant.I'msoinlovewith

thisguyandIdon'tthinkthere'llevercomea

daywhereIdon'tlovehim.

Me:Okay,I'mgettingoutofhere.Iwanttobe

withmyhusband

Ngamso:TheMkhizemengotyougoodhey.

Youcan'tstayawayfromthem.Ishouldgoget



myselfaMkhizeguy,dotheyhavecousins?

Youshouldintroduceme.

Kamo:MrJabulaniSheziwouldloosehismind

Ngamso:MxmJabudoesn'tknowwhathe

wantsinlife.

Therewasanotherknockonthedoorandit

wasmycharminghusband.Justbyhearinghis

voicemademefeelbutterfliesinmystomach.

Talkingaboutstomachs,thebabyhasn'tkicked,

thelasttimeitmovedwaswhenitchangedto

therightposition.Itnevermovedfromthatday.

Nkosi:OpenuporI'llbreakthisdoor.

Sneh:Yourmandoesn'tevenbeg.Heisjust

suchahulk.

Me:Justopenupalreadyguys

Zandy:He'sdickmakesyouweak.

Nkosi:Icanhearyou,nowopenup.

Kamoopenedthedoorandtheyallrushedin.



JabuwalkedinandgrabbedNangamsobythe

handandtheywentout.

Athi:Whatwasthatabout?

WeshruggedandNkosinathiheldmystomach

andkissedme.

Nkosi:Youokay?

IignoredhimandlookedatSneh.Iguesswe're

allnottalkingtothem.Okay,Iwannalaugh.

Lyandaseemedsoconfusedandhisfacial

expressionwasjustreallyfunnyIcouldn'thold

itinanymore.IburstoutinlaughterandIwas

theonlyonelaughing.Theyalljustturnedand

lookedatmeconfusedandIhadtoexplain.

Me:Youguysshould'veseenLyanda'sface.It

wasreallyfunnyguyslikereallyfunny.

Theyalldidn'tgetwhyIlaughedevenwhenI've

explained.Whatever,theyhavenosenseof

humor.



Bonga:Let'sgetoutofthisroom,Idon'twant

MrsLuthulitogetstuffedinoneroomwithso

manypeople.

Nceba:There'snoMrsLuthuli.You'llhaveto

wifeherfirstbeforeyoucallherthat.

Bonga:ThanI'lldothat.Tellyouruncleswe're

comingonthe17thofDecember.

Withthatsaidhejustlefttheroomandhonestly

wewereshockedandtheguysweresochilled

aboutitandseemedasiftheyalreadyknew.

Siya:Wait,amItheonlyonewho'sconfused?

Didhejustpropose?

Bee:Ialsodon'tknow.

Mpho:CongratulationsMrsLuthulitobe,Ihope

youcanmaketraditionalbeer.You'remarrying

intoaverytraditionalfamily

Bee:ButIdidn'tevensayyes,hedidn'tevenask

me.



Shewashappyyetconfusedandfrustrated.I'm

verylostandconfused

Wewentbackoutsidetowhereweweresitting

andtherewasaringonBabalwa'schair.Bonga

clearedhisthroatbehindusandweallturned

andlookedathim.Babalwawasalreadycrying

somuchyou'dswearsomeonejusthither.

Bonga:BabalwaShezi,Ifellinlovewithyou

beforeIevenmetyou.Ifelldeeplyinlovewith

youwhenImetyouandIwastakenawayby

yourbeautyandyourlovelyandinviting

personality.Iwasalwaysafraidofcommitment

andfullylovingsomeoneuntilImetyou.I

would'veproposedwhenwewentonourfirst

datebutIwasafraidtoscareyouoff.TodayI

foundthecouragetostandbeforeallour

friendsandtokneelbeforeyouandaskyouto

makemethehappiestman.TomakeyouMrs

Luthuli,withthatsaid.BabalwaShezi,wouldyou

pleasemarryme?



Bee:Yes!YesIwillmarryyouBongani!Yes!

Shewassohappyandjumpingupanddown.

TheyhuggedforawhileandIcouldn'thelp

myself,Ialsocried.Itwassuchacuteand

emotionalmoment.Itmademerealizewho

grownwe'vebecomeandwe'reallgetting

married.We'rebuildingourownhomesand

we'remothers.We'removingtothenext

chapterofourlives.Icouldn'tbemorehappier.

IwaslayingonNkosinathi'schestandweall

cheered.Zandycamewithlotsofwineandjuice

formeandNtokozo

Nkosi:Iwantsomebeer,notwine.

Bonga:Countmein.

Hewenttotaketheirbeersandcaneback.

PhelokaziandMayibongweweregluedtogether

andhe'sgivingherthatlook.Sheseemshappy,

thatmakesmehappy.Nkosinathikepton

rubbingmystomach.Ilookedathimandhe



seemedveryemotional,likeheisjustgivingup.

He'sslowlyloosinghope.Whenwedidthescan

thebabywasthereandwasokayyetshewas

breathingtooslowlyandstilldoesn'tmove.I

guesswebothknowandhaveacceptedthatI

mightjustbecarryingababythat'snoteven

alive.Ithurtsandwekeepitinsideourselves

andwe'venevertalkedaboutitatall.Imight

givebirthanytimenextweekandhonestlyI'm

scaredandIkeeponthinkingoftheworst.I

don'twanttogothroughloosingababy,I've

seenhowithurtswoman.I'vetoldnumerousof

womanthatthey'velosttheirbabies,

Siyamthandaincluded.I'veseenhowithurts

themandsomeevenendupinpsychiatric

hospitalsduetothedepressionanddenial.

Theythinktheystillhavebabiesandsomeeven

stealotherpeople'sbabies.Itsaverytragic

thinganditssomethingnowomanshouldgo

through.Thejoyyouhavewhenyou'repregnant

andknowthateverysinglemorningsicknessis



worthitbecausethere'salittleoneontheway

butonlytofindoutthatyou'llgohomeempty

handed.ItsheartbreakingandIdon'tthinkwe'd

beabletogothroughit.Irememberhow

NkosinathiwaswhenSiyalostthefirsttwins.

Hewassoheartbrokenyou'dswearthatitwas

hisownchildren.Hewasverysupportiveto

PhilaandalwayswatchedoverSiya.

Nkosi:Wanttotalkaboutit?

Me:Aboutwhat?

Nkosi:What'sonyourmind?Iknowyou'rein

deepthoughts

Me:Youcanreadmindsnow?

Nkosi:Onlyyours,nowtalk.

Me:I'mthinkingaboutthebaby,whatifIloose

thebaby?

Nkosi:Don'tthinkofthatNokukhanya.Don't

loosehope,comelet'sgotoourroom.



Me:Thechildrenarestillplaying?

Nkosi:Yes.Thiswastheirtripsoletthemenjoy

it.They'llcomeforsupperintwohours,don't

worrytheydideatduringtheday.Wegot

everythingcovered.

Inoddedandwewenttoourroom.Something

tellsmewe'reabouttohaveadeep

conversationandI'mnervous.Helockedthe

doorandwelaidonthebed.

Nkosi:Naye,you'reagynecologistandyou

knowthesethings.Thebabyisn'tmovingatall,

I'mworriedandnowyou'retalkinglikethis.Is

theremoretothisthanIknow?

Me:There'sahighpercentagethatthebaby

mightnotmakeitNkosinathi.Thisis

completelyabnormalanditreallyscaresme.

Nkosi:Honestly,I'malsoscaredbutI'mholding

on.Idon'twantustoloosehope,promiseme

wewon'tgiveuponourchild?



Me:IpromiseNkosinathi.

Nkosi:ThankyouMaMkhize,Iloveyou.

Me:Whydoyouloveme?

Nkosi:Youmakemeabetterperson,Iloveyou

becauseyoulovemeandmademeknowhowit

feelstobelovedandItaughtmehowtolove

andlovemyself.Naye,Iloveyoubecauseyou

makemehappyandyounevergiveuponme

andeachandeverydayI'mencouragedtowake

upandbethereformyfamily.I'vedeveloped

sidestomyselfthatIdidn'tknowandIlovehow

IamwhenI'maroundyou.Iloveyoubecause

you'redifferent,you'recharmingandyoursmile

isabletomakethewholeplacelightenup.I

loveyourcalmpersonalityandhowyouarejust

alwayssocalmandyoubringpeace.You're

calmnesssometimesscaresmebutIloveit.

Me:Whydoesitscareyou?

Nkosi:Itscaresmebecauseyouhaveasideto



youthat'sjustatickingtimebomb.I'mscared

thatonedayImightpushyoutotheedgeand

I'llgetasidethatIdon'tknow,you'redangerous

Nokukhanya.

Ilaughedathimandheseemedsoserious.

Nkosi:Imadeyouquittheforcebecauseit

revealsthatsidetoyouandIdon'tlikeit.Iwant

youtobealwayshappyandcalmandnotloath

forblood.

Me:Nkosinathi,that'showyouare.You'rethe

dangerousonehere.You'rescary,youshould

smilemore.

Nkosi:I'malwayssmilingwhenI'mwithyou.

Youmakemesmile

Me:LikepubliclyNkosinathi.Otherpeoplehave

neverseenthatbeautifulhandsomesmile

Nkosi:It'sonlyforyoutosee.Onlyforyou

Me:Iloveyou



Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo.

Me:Nowsingforme

Nkosi:You'recrazy,I'mnotdoingthat.

Me:Youdon'twanttoseemecry.

Nkosi:That'sblackmail.

Me:YeahIknow.

Nkosi:OkayI'llsing.

MyphonebeepedanditwasanSMSfrom

Ndiphiwe,itsaid"PatientlyWaiting..."Istaredat

itandIgotmorecuriousthanIwasearlieron.

Nkosi:Whowasthat?

Me:Noone.Nowsing

Helookedatmeanddidn'tseemlikehe

believedme.Isangformeanyways.Hereally

hasabeautifulvoiceandIcan'tevensing.

Nkosinathidoesntevenusehisgift.Itsjust

somethinghecandoanditdoesn'tmakeany



differencetohim.Iwonderifmybabywilllook

likehim.
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It'sbeenamonth,anothermonthofpregnancy.

I'm10monthspregnantwithababythatdoesn't

moveatall.I'vewentforscans,wentto

differentdoctorsbutnoneofthemknowwhat

isgoingonwithmypregnancy.Nkosinathieven

gotaspecialistfromCanadabutallhetoldus

wasthatthereisababyinsideyetsheisn't

movingandIwasn'tgoingtogivebirthduring

December.Emihle'abirthdaypartywasheld



hereinLangelihleanditwasareallyhugeparty

forsomeonewhoisjustturning8.Nkosinathi's

birthdaywaslastweekandhedidn'tevencare.

Ispentmynewyearsnightinbedsleeping.I've

turnedintothishugeballoonthatisveryugly

andmyfaceisblackandswollen.Ilookhorrible

andIfeelhorrible.Nkosinathireallytriesto

makemefeelbetterandhe'sreallythereforme

butIcanalsoseeinhisfacethathe'slostall

hopeandallofthisishardonhim.Itried

explainingtohimbutmyexplainationjust

confusedhim.IthinkitsPosttermpregnancy

whentheycan'tcalculatewhenexactlywillI

givebirthduetomyirregularmenstrualcycle.

Whenthemenstrualperiodisirregularitisvery

difficulttojudgewhentheovarieswillbe

availableforfertilizationandsubsequent

pregnancy.I'mjustatapointwhereI'malivebut

Idon'tfeellikeit.Emihlesleptwithuslastnight

andshewaskickingusallnightlong.

Nkosinathiwokeupandsleptonthefloor



becausehejustcouldn'tsleepwithEmihle

kickingsomuch.I'mstillinbedandI'mactually

noteventhinkingofgettingoutofhere.I

wonderwhenEmihlewokeupbecauseIdidn't

evenhearherwhenshewokeup.I'msureshe's

alreadyhavingbreakfastwithNkosinathi.She

enjoysbeinginLangelihleandshehasmadea

fewfriends.Nkosi'smomwalkedinwithatray

offood.She'sbeenreallysupportiveandIreally

appreciatehavingheraround.

MaQ:Morningmyangel.Howyou'refeeling

today?

Me:Sameasyesterdayandyourself?

MaQ:I'mgood.Youneedtoeatandgetoutof

thisroom.

Me:IthinkI'lljuststayinhereallday.

MaQ:Ifyouinsist.Eatup,I'llsendsomeoneto

comegettheplatesonceyou'redone.

Me:Thankyou.



ShewalkedoutandIputthetrayaside.Idon't

haveanyappetite.Idon'tfeellikeeatingatall.I

justwannasleepalldaylong.Ndiphiwe,we

weresupposedtomeetthedayafterwecame

backfromthestatesbutIwasbusyandshe

wasn'tinLangelihle.Shecamebackyesterday

andwe'llmeetsomewherethisweek.Ilost

interestinwhatshehadtosaybutI'llstillmeet

upwithherbecausesheinsistsandmyfriends

arestilltoocurious.Nkosinathiwalkedinafter

awhileandIpretendedtobefastasleep.I

couldhearhisfootstepsandhewaswalking

aroundtheroom.

Nkosi:Iknowyou'reawake,don'tpretendtobe

asleep.

HekissedmyforeheadandIopenedmyeyes

Me:HowdidyouknowIwasn'tasleep?

Nkosi:Iknowyouandeverysinglethingabout

you.Nowwhydidn'tyoueat?



Me:I'mnothungry.

Nkosi:YouhavetoeatNaye,youdidn'teveneat

lastnight.

Me:Idon'twantthisfood.Iwantsomething

else,YoghurtandMuesliwillbebetter.

Hestoodupandcalledaservant

Her:MyPrince

Shebowedandhenoddedthaninstructedher

togetmeYoghurtandMuesli.Istillcannotget

usedtohavingservantsdoingeverythingforme.

Theyevenwantedtowashmybra'sfor,thats

partofmyunderwear.Nooneshouldwash

someoneelse'sunderwears.Theyarealways

aroundanddoingeverything,IamlazybutIlove

doingthingsformyselfbecausethatwayIget

todothingsmyway.BeingcalledPrincessand

beingfollowedby2girlseverywhereIgoisn't

anyfun.TheyfollowmeevenwhenI'mgoingto

thebathroom.Nkosinathialwayslaughsatme



andsaysI'llgetusedtoit.He'susedtotheguys

thatfollowhimaroundandthere'sonethathe

isclosesttohere.Hedoesattendmanycouncil

meetingsandisalwayswithhisfatherdoing

thingsregardingtotheKingdom.Iguessheis

slowlyrealizingthathehastoacceptthathe'll

beonthethronenextandhe'sstartingtotake

upduties.Andgettingtoknowmorethanhe

alreadydoes.AsformebeingQueenoneday,

uhmallIcansayisthatI'mnotreadyandI'llstill

learnthingsandattendmeetingsandtakepart

inwhattheQueensoftheseKingdomsdowhen

I'vegivenbirth.Iwantedtoknowmoreandstart

participatingbutNkosinathiwasn'thavingany

ofthat.TheKingalsosupportedwhat

Nkosinathiwassaying.Whenwearoundthe

councilIhavetocallNkosinathi"YourHonoror

MyPrince"Isometimesforget,itsprettyfunny.

I'mjustanordinarygirlfromOrangeFarm,I

knownothingaboutRoyalty.Ihadmybreakfast

andtookashower.Iworeawhitelongdress



andslippers.

Nkosi:Let'sgotakeawalkbythegarden.

Me:No,Idon'twanttoleavethisroom.

Nkosinathi:Idon'trememberaskingyou.Now

comelet'sgo

Me:NoNkosinathi!

Istartedcryingandhejuststoodandlookedat

meblankly.

Nkosi:Whyareyoucryingnow?Don'tcryNaye

pleaseI'mbeggingyou.

Me:Idon'twanttoleavethisroom.Iook

horrible!Nkosinathitakeyourbabyoutplease

I'mtired.

Hekissedmyforeheadandlookeddeepinto

myweteyes.

Nkosi:Iknowthisishardforyou.Iwishtotake

yourpainbutIcan't.Youwillnotlockyourself

upinthisroom,we'restillgoingforthatwalk.



Me:You'rejustsoimpossible.

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo.

Heheldmyhandandwewentoutmyroom.

Thehousewasempty,prettystrange.Isiphileis

alwayswatchingTVatthistime.Lusandais

alwayswalkingaroundthehousenotknowing

whatfor.Whereiseveryone?Wewentoutside

andwecontinuedwalking,hegavemean

artificialrose.Hesaysmyallergytowards

flowersisboringbecauseheneverknowswhat

tobuyme.Hehadallflowersremovedfrom

thisgarden,especiallysunflowers.Ididn'tseeit

assomethingthatwasnessesarybuthe

demandedittobedone.Healwaysgetshis

wayandhereIamwalkingwithhiminthus

garden.Nowait?What'sgoingon?IsthatLebo

andNomkitha?

Me:What'sgoingonhereNkosi?

Nkosi:Itssomethingspecialforyoumylovely



lady.

Them:Surprise!!!!!!

Ijuststoodthereamazed.Itwasbeautiful,

whendidtheypullthisoff?Nomkithagrabbed

mebythearmandmademesitonthequeen

chair.Theyorganizedababyshowerforme,my

mindwastoostressedandoccupiedwithother

thingsthatIevenforgotaboutababyshower.

Kamo:Mommytobe,welcometoyoursurprise

babyshower.

Emihlewassittingnexttomewithahugesmile

onherface.

Me:Youknewaboutthis?

Emihle:Yesmom,butIwasn'tsupposedtotell

you.Daddyplannedallofthisforyou.

Siya:Iwishyouhadseenhim,hewasso

worriedthatyou'dhateeverythinganddon't

wantthebabyshowerbecauseyou'venever



evenspokeaboutit.

Ismiledandlookedathim,hewasstandinga

bitfarfromuswithDanny.Iwonderwhendid

theyallgethere

Nomkitha:Theguy'scanleavenow,thankyou

foryourhelp.

Thabo:We'regoingtogohaveourownbaby

shower

Lyanda:Ihopethere'slotsandlotsofbeers.

Mayi:We'llcomebackwhenyouservethefood.

HekissedPheloonthecheekandtheyleft.

Ntokozo'sstomachisshowingandshe's

startingtogaintoomuchweight.

Me:Whendidyouguysevengethere?

Ngamso:Thismorning.

Theeventsplannedtookplaceandtherewere

manygamesandmanygifts.Mybabyhasso

manyclothesandtoys.Mphohasdoneitagain,



I'msurehealmostboughtthewholeshop.He

boughttoomanytoyssomeareevenforboys.I

hopeZandygetspregnantverysoon,Mpho

reallywantstohaveababyofhisownnow.He

longstohaveafamily,Iknowforsurethathe's

goingtobeagreatfather.Thedaycontinued

andmybabyshowerhadalreadycometoan

end.Theservantspackedeverythingandtook

allthegiftstothehouse.Wewerenowjust

chillingatthegarden,MaQhasleftforsome

meeting.

Dodo:Itmustbesorelaxingandgreattohave

servants.Ineedthatinmylife

Me:It'sactuallynotanyfun.I'mnotusetothis

life.

Lebo:Youbettergetusedtoit.Thiswilloneday

beyoursandyou'llhave8servantsfollowing

youaroundjustlikethequeen.Zandy:Ilove

things,andIlovethegoodlifebutItruly

wouldn'tbeabletosurvivethis.People



followingmearoundisreallyanissue.And

knowingmylazyevilself,I'doverworkthem.

They'devencutmytoenails.

Zee:Zandilethough.Ireallywonderwhatgoes

onintheroundheadofyours.

Me:WhereisSbahle?

Belinda:TheywentonsometripwithNcebakazi.

Weweresilentforawhile,everyonewasjust

munchingontheirsnack.Icouldn'tstopeating

thesecupcakes,theyweretoogoodtoignore.

Ngamso:Hetoldme

Suddenlyalleyeswereonher,Iguesswejust

allwantedhertocontinue.I'mrelievedthathe

finallytoldher,Iwasn'thappywithkeepingit

awayfromherandhavingherworryingthat

she'stheproblembutitwasn'tmyplacetotell.

Sneh:And?

Ngamso:Hetoldmeeverything,heexplained



aboutthering,thelossofhiswifeandkids.Its

toopainful,he'sbeenthroughalot.Ithinkabout

itallthetime,hedoesn'twantmetofeelsorry

forhim.

Kamo:Youshouldn't.Iknowitsasadstorybut

feelingsorryforhimwon'thelphim.Insteadit

willmakehimweak.Hejustneedssomeone

who'sgoingtobestrongforhim

Me:Iknowwhatitfeelsliketolooseapartner.

Itsheartbreakingbutyouheal.Theworstpartis

movingon,youfeellikeyoubetrayingthat

person.Likeyou'reliterallycheatingonthemyet

theyarenomore.Italltakestimeanditwillall

pass.

Ngamso:Hesaidhelikesmeandhewantsto

spendmoretimewithme,withjustusalone.

Sneh:Ncooh,that'ssocute.Iactuallyfeellike

crying.Makehimhappy,heneedsthat.He's

beenthroughalot.



Ngamso:Hetoldmeabouthowyouallmet.

We'renottogetherSneh,we'rejustspending

timetogether

Ntokozo:That'sjustthesamething,6&9.Same

difference

Welaughedatherandcontinuedtalking.Igota

textfromNdiphiwe

"Canwemeet..."

"Now?"Ireplied

"YesPlease,@themall"

"Restaurantonthelastcorner,Bradley's...Will

betherein15mins"Iresponded.

Me:Guys,Ihavetogo.I'mmeetingupwith

Ndiphiwe.

Kamo:We'recomingwithyou.

Me:Guys,youcan'tallcome.Youknowthatwill

justscareheroffandyouwillbeonthepoor

girlsneck



Bee:We'llstayinthecarandwaitwhileyouwith

her.

Zandy:You'llgoinwithBelindaandNomkitha,

atleasttheyarecivil.I'llcutherthroatifshe

triesanything.

Zee:Idon'ttrustheratall

Phelo:Younevertrustanyone

Lebo:That'ssotrue.IfZeesaysshe'strouble

thanshereallyistrouble.

Outofallmygirls,Ihavetosay.Zeeisthe

prettiestyetthemostscariest.Shehasthat

intimidatingthingaboutherandherphysic

makesitmoreintimidating.Shealsodoesn't

smileatall.Wedrovetothemallandgotthere

intime.Ndiphiwesawusapproachingand

stoodup.

Ndiphiwe:Hey

Belinda:Sitdown



Geez!She'shectic.Sheain'tplayingnogames.

Ndiphiwe:Ithoughtyou'dcomealone.

Me:Icouldn't,Nkosidoesn'tletmedriveor

evengoanywherealone.

Ndiphiwe:Iunderstand.I'msureyou're

wonderingwhyIcalledyouhereinsteadofhim

becauseit'shimthatIhaveahistorywithnot

you.

Dodo:Gettothepoint.Wedon'thavemuch

time

Ndiphiwe:Nkosinathiwasaveryimportant

personinmylifeandIlovedhim,Ireallydidbut

hedidn't.Hethoughthedidbuthedidn't,hejust

lovedhavingsexwithmeandthatwasit.It

continuedforyearstillIdecidedtoleaveandgo

backtotheFreeState,wemetthenightbefore

andhadsex.AfteraweeksinceIwasinFS,I

discoveredthatIwaspregnant.

Belinda:Whatdoyoumean?



Icouldn'tbelievewhatIhadjustheard.Ohlord!

Nkosinathihasachild.

Me:Continue.

Ndiphiwe:IknewitsNkosinathi'sbutIknewI

couldn'tgobacktoNkosinathiandtellhimthat

I'mpregnant.

Me:Why?

Ndiphiwe:SeeMrsMkhize,theNkosinathi'swe

knowaredifferent.That'swhyIcalledyouhere

todaybecauseIknewtellingyouwouldbe

muchmoreeasierthantellinganyoneelseor

Nkosinathihimself.TheNkosinathiIknowisn't

theNkosinathiyouknow.Iknewgoingbackto

himwouldbetheworstmistakeofmylife.The

moststupiddecisionIcouldevermake.SoI

stayedwithmygrowingbabyandgavebirthto

ahealthybabyboy.ButIgavehimawayfor

adoption.

Me:Youdidwhat!?



Ndiphiwe:Icouldn'tkeepthebaby,Icouldn't

raisethechildofamonster.

Me:Nkosinathiisn'tamonster.

Ndiphiwe:LikeIsaid,theNkosinathi'sweknow

aredifferent.IstayedwithNkosinathifor7years,

datingandjustbeingfuckingfriends.Ourthings

wasonandoff,IstayedbecauseIhadhoped

thatonedayhewouldchangebutIknewI

couldn'tchangehim.Amanwillonlychangefor

acertainwoman,andhechangedforyou.The

NkosinathiIknowisaplayer,acheater,alair

andawomambeater,thatwashimwhenIwas

withhim.Oncehehadfoundyou,hefoundhis

homeandareasontochange,hebecamethe

Nkosinathithatyouknow.Icouldn'tgobackto

him,lookatthis.

Sheshowedusascarthatlookedlikeshewas

burnt.

Ndiphiwe:Hedidthistome,heburntmewitha



hotironrod.ThatnighthebeatmeupIlanded

inhospitaljustbecauseIdisrespectedhimand

raisedmyvoiceithim.

Irefusedtobelieveallthathastoldme.I'm

shocked,I'mhurt,Ican'tdescribehowIfeel.I'm

justnumbandIhavenotearsinme.Whois

Nkosinathi?There'salotIdon'tknowabouthim.

Dodo:Whyarewehere?WhydidyoucallNaye

tocomeseeyou?

Ndiphiwe:IwantmysonandIknowNkosinathi

willbeabletogethimback.

Me:Soyouwantmetotellhimhehasasonout

therethatyougaveawayandnowyouwanthim

back?

Ndiphiwe:Yesplease,Iknowonlyyoucanget

throughhim.Ijustwantmyson,Idon'twant

anytrouble.

Me:Youdoknowchancesofgettingyourson

backwhenNkosiknowsabouthimarevery



slim?He'llwanttotakehisson

Ndiphiwe:Therehastobesomeagreementwe

make.HecanraisehissonbutIwantmyson.I

wantKwenzokuhlebacktome.

Me:Whereisthebaby?

Ndiphiwe:SomefamilyinFreeState.Their

surnameisKgomo.

He'snamehisKwenzokuhleandhe's3yearsold.

Nkosinathihasasonthathedoesn'tevenknow

about,whereamIevengoingtostart.Whatwill

Ieventellhim?Thisgirlhasjustgavemeabig

loadtocarry.Idon'tevenknowhowtotakeall

this.Wow,thisalltoomuchforjustoneday.

Nkosinathihasason.Hehasasidetohimthat

Idon'tknowandIneverwishtoknow.Whowas

hebeforeme?Hashereallychangedforme?

Belinda:Ohno.Thiscan'tbehappening!

Me:What?



Dodo:Theyarecoming!

Iturnedandlooked,Nkosiwascomingourway

withLubahandPhilasande.Whyaretheyeven

here!?OhGod,he'llseeNdiphiwehere.Thisis

abouttogethectic.Icouldfeelhim,hewas

rightbehindme.Heputhishandonmy

shoulderandclearedhisthroat.Hekissedmy

cheekandlookeddirectlyatNdiphiwe.

Nkosi:Whatisgoingonhere?
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Icouldfeelhisheavybreath.Icouldfeelthathe

waslivid,he'sbreathingpaceexplaineditall.I

lookedathimintheeyeandsawtheangerand



hatredhehasforNdiphiwebutIdon't

understandwhy.Iheldhishandandwhenhe

lookedatmehe'seyessoftenedup.Heasked

again

Nkosi:Whatisgoingonhere?

Lubah:Belinda,NayeandNomkitha,explain

please

TheyhavebeenstandingnexttoNkosiwiththe

sameexpressionhehas.Iguesswe'rein

trouble

Belinda:OhLord

SheputherheaddownandIturnedandlooked.

Thegirlswereapproaching,Babalwasawthat

Nkosi,LubahandPhilawerehere.Justwhen

theywereabouttoturnandrunawayPhilasaw

them.

Phila:Soyou'reallhere?Runningawaywon't

help.



Kamo:UhmHiguys.

Thelooksontheirfaces,Icouldn'thelpbutjust

laugh.Iknowwe'reallintroublebutthisis

reallyfunny.Everyonejustlookedatme

Me:What?Itsfunny.

Ndiphiwe:Ishouldgetgoing.

Youcouldseethatshewasreallyscaredof

Nkosinathi,herhandswereshaking.Itsreally

sad.

Nkosi:You'renotgoinganywhereuntilyoutell

mewhyareyoumeetingupwithmywife?

Ndiphiwe:Nathiplease,Ineedtogo.

WhydotheycallhimNathi?EvenNolucalled

himNathi...Itsjustnevercrossedmymindand

Idon'tthinkI'llevercallhimNathi.

Me:Lethergo.I'llcallyoutomorrowNdiphiwe

Ndiphiwe:ThankyouMrsMkhize.



ShewalkedawayquicklyandNkosinathiwas

lookingatme,Iguesshewantsanswers.Dodo

andBelindatooktheirbags

Lubah:Andwheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

Dodo:Theothers

Nkosi:Let'sgo.Youallhavealotofexplaining

todo.Beathomein10mins

Belinda:Butittakes15mins

Phila:10minsandthat'sit.

TheyleftusstandingthereandIpaidthebill

thenweleft

Me:Belindawilldrive,weneedtogetthere

quickly.

Phelo:Justdon'tkillusplease.

Noneofuslaughed,we'reintrouble.Idon't

understandwhytheyaresoangry.Iguess

there'salotmoretothisthanwhatweknow



Zandy:Whathappenedthere?

Me:Hehasason,athreeyearoldwith

Ndiphiwe.

Siya:Youlie!

Dodo:True,shegavehimawayforadoption

andnowshewantshimback.SheknowsNkosi

canhelpher.

Lebo:Thenwhythehelldidn'tshegoto

Nkosinathi?

Belinda:She'sscaredofhim.Theyhaveabad

history.

I'mgladBelindadidn'tsayexactlywhyshe's

scaredofNkosinathi.Lebowouldhavelosther

mindifsheheardNkosinathiusedtobeatup

woman,she'stooprotectiveofme.She's

protectiveofallofusespeciallyPheloandI

becausewe'retheyoungones.Itsalwaysbeen

likethatsincewewerekids.Shetookitupon

herselftoalwaysprotectus.Sheknows



Nkosinathiwouldneverlayahandonmebut

shewouldalwayswatchhimveryclosely.We

gottotheRoyalgroundsandtheywerealready

there.

Bee:Let'sgodealwiththis,ladiesifitmeans

youlethimfuckyouallnightlongjusttosoften

himupthandoso.

Welaughedatherandwalkedtogether.They

weresittingbythegardenandwaitingforus.

Wegreetedbutdidn'tgetanyresponse

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhyyou'realljustso

angry

TheylookedatmelikeI'mcrazy,Ireallydon't

understand.

Thabo:Wheredoyoucomefromandwhydid

yougothere?

Zee:WewenttothemallsoNayecouldmeet

upwithNdiphiwe,wedidn'twanthertogothere

alone.



Mayi:Why?Whyareyoumeetingupwithher?

Kamo:She'sbeenwantingtomeetwithherfor

alongtimeandwegotcurious.Weneededto

findoutwhatitisthatsheneededtotalkabout

Danny:Whydidn'tyoutellus?

Me:Becausewedidn'twantyoutoknow.Plus

Ndiphiwedidn'twantNkosinathitoknowabout

usmeetingup.

InallthisNkosinathihasn'tevenspoken.He

wasjustlookingatmeandnotevensayinga

word.Therewassilenceandhestoodup

Nkosi:FollowmetoourroomNaye.

Me:Why?

Nkosi:Now!

Hebangedthetableandwalked.He'scrazy,

he'sgoingtothatroomalone.Notwithme.

BongafollowedhimandIjusttookabanana

andate.



Ntokozo:You'llupsethimmore.Gotohim

Zandy:Please.I'veneverseenhimlikethis

before.

Me:I'veseenhimworsethanthis.I'llbeback

soon.

Phelo:Goodluck.

IwalkedtoourroomandBongastood

Me:SitdownBonga,youcanstayhere.

Bonga:I'llgiveyoubothsomeprivacy.

Me:Bonga,don'tleave.Please

Nkosinathilookedatme,Iguesshesensed

whatIfelt.Honestlyatthispoint,I'mscaredof

him.Idon'tknowhowangryhehasandwhathe

woulddo.Bongashookhe'sheadandheldmy

hand

Bonga:He'dneverdothattoyou,Helovesyou.

Inoddedandheleft.IsatacrossNkosiandhe



lookedatme.

Nkosi:Willyoutalk?

Me:I'msorry

Nkosi:Whatareyousorryfor?

Me:FormeetingupwithNdiphiwewithout

tellingyou.Shedidn'twantmetotellyou

becauseshe'sscaredofyouandwhatyou

mightdotoher.

Nkosi:Whatdidshetellyou?

Me:Youusedtobeatherup.Youhitherwithan

ironrodNkosinathi,aburninghotironrod.What

thehellwereyouthinking?

Nkosi:Thatwasmebeforeyou.ThatwaswhoI

wasbeforeImetyou.Thatsmypast,Iwould

neverdothattoyou.

Me:Whydidyoudoittoher?

Nkosi:Ihavenoexplainationforthat

Nokukhanya.I'mnotproudofwhatIdidtoher



babe.I'mnotproudofwhoIwasandIregretit

alot.Ididthingstoherthatnowomanshould

experience.IdidthingsthatIdon'twantyouto

hearaboutbecauseI'mafraidyou'djustpack

upandleavethismonsterIam.I'vedonethings

thatI'dkillanyonewhowouldputyouthrough

them.I'dskinthemalive.IgetangrywhenIsee

herbecauseI'mremindedofallthosethings

andIhatemyselfforit.I'vewantedtotalktoher

andapologizebutIcan'tgetmyselftodothat.

I'mevenafraidthatImightevenenduphitting

heragainifIseeherbecauseoftheangerI

havewithinmewhenIseeher.Sheisa

reminderofwhoIwasbackthen.

Me:Nkosinathi,shetoldmesomething.

Somethingreallyimportant

Nkosi:Shetoldyouaboutthatnightright?

Idon'tknowanythingaboutthatnightbutI

wanttoknow.



Me:No,butyou'lltellmeaboutit.

Nkosi:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit.

Me:Nkosinathi,talk!

Nkosi:Don'tgetmadNokukhanya.

Me:No!NoNkosinathiI'mtiredofgettingto

hearbitsandbitsofthingsaboutyou!I'mtired

ofnotknowingwhoyouareandwhoyouwere!

Theyallkeepcomingbackandtellingmethings

aboutyouthatIdon'tknow.Ratherletmeknow

soIwon'tbeasamazedandsurprisedwhen

morecomebackandtellmethingsaboutyou!

Talktome!I'myourdamnwife!

Nkosi:Don'tshoutNaye!

Me:Whatareyougoingtodo?Beatmeupwith

anironrod?DoitNkosinathi!

Nkosi:I'llneverdothattoyou.Ithurtstoknow

whatyoucaneventhinkaboutthat

Me:Ithurtsmorewhenyoudon'ttalktome.



Nkosi:ItwasaTuesdaynight,shecametomy

flatdrunkandstartedtalkingandsayingmany

thingsaboutmeandmostofthethingsshe

saidweretrue.IgotangryandwearguedtillI

beatherupsomuchthatshe

Me:She?

Nkosi:Shewasn'tbleeding,IthoughtIhadkilled

her.IcalledAthiandhetookcareofher.I

thoughtIhadreallykilledher,shestayedinthe

ICUforaweek.

Me:Nkosinathi

Iwasalreadycryingashetoldthestory.Atfirst

IwantedthefulldetailsbutnowIjustdon'teven

wanttohearitanymore.Howcouldhedosuch

athing,suchcruetly.Iunderstandwhyshe'sso

scaredofhim,heputherthroughtoomuch.

Me:Youhaveason

Nkosi:NoIdon't.



Me:I'mtellingyou,youhaveasonwith

Ndiphiwe

Nkosistoodupandwalkedaroundtheroom

likehewastryingtomakesenseofwhatI'm

saying.

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Youhaveathreeyearoldson,afteraweek

sincesheleftshefoundoutthatshewas

pregnant.Shedidn'ttellyoubecauseshedidn't

wanttocomebacktoyou.

Nkosi:Andshehidesmysonfromme!Shehas

myson!?

Me:Calmdown,shedoesn'thaveyourson.The

Kgomo'sdo

Nkosi:WhatareyousayingtomeNaye?Please

justexplaintome.

Me:SitdownandcalmdownthanI'llexplain.

Nkosi:Iwonderhowyoudoit



Me:Dowhat?

Nkosi:Howyou'resocalmabouteverything.I

trulywishIwaslikeyou.

Me:ItsjusthowIam.Shegaveyoursonaway

foradoption.Idon'tknowwhyshedidthatbutI

guessshereallywantednothingtodowithyou.

That'swhyshewantedtomeetwithme,totalk

tomeandtellmeallthissoIcantellyou.

Nkosi:Whydidn'tshetellme!?Whydidn'tshe

tellmethedayshefoundoutshewaspregnant?

Me:Idon'tknow,youguyswilltalkaboutthis

likeadultsandyouwon'tlayahandonher.She

wantsKwenzokuhlebackandsheneedsyour

help

Nkosi:Kwenzokuhle...KwenzokuhleMkhize.

Sheremembered

Me:Sheremembered?

Nkosi:Ialwayswantedmyfirstsontobe



namedaftermygrandfather,Hisnamewas

Kwenzokuhle.

Therewasalittlesmileonhisfaceandhe's

eyessparkled.Thisreallymadehimhappy.I

don'tknowhowIfeelaboutthisbutwehaveto

findhissonandgethimback.Idon'tknowhow

I'llworkwithNkosihavingababymamaandI

hopeshedoesn'tcauseanydramaforme.

Nkosinathiisraisingmychildandhelovesher

likeherown.Itwouldbeselfishofmenotto

wanthimtoraisehissonandformetonot

wanttomotherhisson.Nkosinathihasbeen

silentanditslikeheisthinkingdeeply.

Nkosi:Whereishe?

Me:FreeState.Idon'tknowwhereexactlybut

he'sthere.

Nkosi:WhatshouldIdo?

Me:Whatdoyouwanttodo?

Nkosi:Iwantmyson,Iwanttoknowhimand



beafathertohim.Iwanthimtohaveahome

andbewithhissiblings.

Me:ThandowhatyouwantNkosinathi.Bea

fathertoyourson

Nkosi:Areyouokaywiththis?

Me:Yes,yesIam.Iwantyoutobewithhimand

bethegoodfatherthatyouaretoEmihle.

Nkosi:Andyou?Willyouallowhimtostaywith

us?

Me:Yes.We'llraisehimtogetherbutyoudo

knowNdiphiwewillwanttobeapartofhislife

Nkosi:Shegavehimaway,shehasnorightto

wanttobeinhislife.

Me:Sheishismother.Don'tmakethisharder

thanitalreadyisNkosinathi.TheKgomo's

mightnotjusteasilyallowyoutotaketheir

babyaway

Nkosi:Mybaby,mysonNaye.



Me:Heistheirsontoo,theyraisedhimsincehe

wasasmallbaby.

Nkosi:ButI'mhisbiologicalparent

Me:Justdon'tmakethingshardanddon'tbe

stubbornanddemanding.Dothistherightway

please.

Nkosi:I'lltellMphoandAthitostartlookingfor

theKgomo's.Ineedtotalktomyfather.

Me:I'llgositwiththeothers

Nkosi:Telltheguystocometomyfather's

office.Wehavealottodiscuss

Me:Iwill.DothistherightwayKhabazela.

Nkosi:Iwill,IloveyouAyabonga.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hehuggedmeforawhileandkissedmy

forehead.

Nkosi:Ireallydoloveyou,neverforgetthat.



Ismiledandhewalkedtohisfathersoffice.I

wenttothegardenandtheywerestillsitting

therehavingsomedrinks.

Jabu:Everythingokay?

Me:Yes.He'scallingyouall,tohisfathers

office.Hesaidyouhavealottodiscuss

Bonga:We'llbebackandyoubetterbehereand

notmeetingupwithpeoplewithoutusknowing.

Phila:Yougirlsgetuptonogood.

Mayi:Let'sgoandleavethemalone.Burnthis

housedownifyouwanttoladies.Don'tlistento

theseidiots

Zandy:ThankyouMayibongweyou'resucha

gentlemanandyou'reveryunderstandingand

kindunlikesomepeople

Mpholookedatherandshestaredathimback

Mpho:I'llsortyououtwhenI'mback.

Athi:Someone'sgettingithardtonight.



Welaughedastheywalkedaway.Zandyhada

hugesmileonherfaceandshecouldn'tstop

smiling.

Phelo:Someoneissoinloveshecan'tstop

blushing

Zandy:Mxmshutupwena,you'regoofed.

Zee:Youcandenyit

Ntoko:Pleasemassagemyfeet

Bee:Yhu,yourhusbandwilldothatforyou

Lebo:I'llmassageyourfeetaslongasyou'llpay

mesoIcandomynails

Ntoko:OkayI'llpayyou.

Sneh:Sooo...Didyoutellhim?

Me:YesIdid

Kamo:And?

Me:He'sgoingtofindhisbabyandraisehim.

Ngamso:Andyoufinewiththat?



Me:Yes

Belinda:SoNkosihasababymama.

Me:Iguessso.

Ngamso:You'llbeastepmother

Me:I'llbeamothertohissonjustlikeheisa

fathertomydaughter.

Zandy:Yougirlsareverystrongandgoodkind

heartedwoman.Iwouldn'tbeabletodoit,I'm

sorry.

Siya:That'swhatIusedtosaybutoncethe

babyisthere.Youjustfallinlovewithitand

wanttomotherhimandprotecthimasyour

own.Iguessit'sineverywoman'snatureand

hearttojustbeamotherandforgetthatthe

babyisn'tevenyours

Ngamso:Inyourownnaturesweetie.Your

situationsareunderstandableanddifferent.If

hewouldgocheatandmakebabiesthan



expectmetoraisethechild,noIjustcouldn't.

Me:Ijusthopeheisabletogethisson.

Kamo:ThisisNkosinathiMkhizewe'retalking

about.Hewillgethisson,nomatterwhatit

takes.

Thosewordsjustmademeshiverandmostly

becauseIknowthosewordsaretrue.

Nkosinathigetswhathewants,whetheryou

likeitornot.Hewillgetit.He'ddoanythingto

gethissonandtrustme,ifitmeanskilling

everyonethatcomeshe'sway,hewilldoit.
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Hecametobedverylatelastnight.Theyleft

aftersupperandwedidn'tknowwheretheyare

going.Emihleishavingagreattimesincethe

otherkidsarealsoherebutsadlythey'llbe

leavingtomorrow.AndyesthisiswhatIgo

througheverymorning,Istayinbedawakefor

maybe3hoursbecauseIdon'twanttogetup

andfacereality.I'llstayhereandwaittillIfeel

likewakingup.Nkosinathiisfastasleepnextto

meandIalwaysenjoyitwhenIwakeupbefore

hedoesbecauseIgetachancetolookathim

andlookatthesedarkhandsomeguynextto

mewhoseemstohavewentthroughalotinhis

lifeandhasdonemanythingsthatheregrets

doing.Hetoldmethattodayhewantstomeet

upwithNdiphiwe.Hewantshissontobehome

inlessthanthreeweeks,Iwonderhowthatwill

happenbutwehave4lawyersheresoitmight

happen.Ineedtousethebathroom,I'vebeen

soconstipatedlatelyandnowI'mfeelingabit

ofpain.Itriedgettingupbuttherewasapainful



kickandIscreamed

Me:Nkosinathi!!!

Hequicklywokeupandlookedatmeannoyed,

hedoesn'tlikebeingdisturbedwhenhe's

asleep.Mypregnancymadehimsuchadeep

sleeper.

Me:Ithurts.

Ifeltnumerousofkicksallatthesametime.

Shewaskickingsomuchyou'dswearshe's

playingsoccerinthere

Me:She'skicking!She'skicking!

Nkosi:Wow,really!MoveyourhandNaye

Hesmackedmyhandandputhis,hekepton

kissingmystomachandIcouldseetearsinhis

eyes.Tearsojoy,reliefandhappiness.

Me:She'salive,she'salive.

Nkosi:Yessheis.KickforDaddy,Mkhize,

Khabazelakamavovo,gcwabe,ngunezi,mumbo



omhlophe.

Iwasemotionalandhekeptonwipingoffmy

tearsandwekissed.

Me:She'ssuchakicker

Nkosi:She'llenjoysportsjustlikeEmihle.Let

megocallher

Afterafewminuteshecamebackcarrying

Emihle

Emihle:Mommy,didshereallykick?

Me:Yesshedid,she'sstillkicking.Comecloser

soyoucanfeelherkick.

Emihle:Hellolittleone,helloI'myourbigsister.

Comeoutnowsowecanplaytogether.You

havesomanytoys,theyneedsomeonetoplay

withthem.We'llplaydollyhousetogether,go

shoppingtogetheranddosomanythings

together.

Shekeptontalkingandwentonandonabout



whatthey'lldotogether.Youcouldsee

Nkosinathiwasveryhappyandhe'seyes

sparkledbrightlybutsomethingwasmissing.

Hissonwasmissing.Iheldhishandandhe

smiled

Me:He'llbeheresoon

Nkosi:Ihopeso.

HewenttotakeashowerwhileEmihleandI

hadbreakfast.Inaweekwe'llbegoingbackto

Durbanbecauseschoolswillreopenandmy

littlebabygirlwillbedoinggrade3.She's

growingupsofastandshe'sdoesn'thaveher

twofrontteeth.Itookashowerandworealong

navydress,Itiedmybraidsandputalittlemake

upon.

Nkosi:Ihaven'tseenyoulookinamirrorforthe

pastmonth.It'sgoodtohaveyouback.

Hekissedmyforeheadandsqueezedmybum.

Thisguy!He'sjustsomethingelse.Ididn'tthink



he'dnotice,Iguesshejustkeptquietand

observedmyeverymove.Iwasn'tmyselfever

sincemybabystoppedmoving,eversinceI

startedgettingaplumpdarkfaceespecially

underneathmyeyelikeIhaveablackeye.I

lookedhorribleandIdidn'tevenwanttoseemy

face,Iavoidedmirrorsanddidn'tcareabout

howIlooked.Ijustwasn'tmyself,apartofme

wasdead.Atleastthere'shopenow.

Me:I'llstarttakingcontraceptivepillsafterI

givebirth.

Nkosi:Whatfor?

Me:Idon'twanttobepregnantagain

Nkosi:That'snonsense.Youwon'tdothat.

Me:Thanwe'llstartusingcondoms

Nkosi:We'veneverusedacondomandwe

won'tstartnow.I'mnotusingthatplastic.

You'restillgoingtobepregnant,Iwant

10children.



Me:Thatwon'thappen

Nkosi:We'llseeaboutthatNayeMkhize.

Me:Nkosinathiwehavethreechildrenalready,

youcan'twantmore.That'senough

Helookeddeeplyintomyeyesandhehada

seriousexpressiononhisface.Hecameclose

tomeandIwasagainstthewall.Hekissedme

sopassionatelyithadallhisloveinit.He

lookedatmeintheeyeandplayedwithmyhair.

Me:Whatwasthatabout?

Nkosi:Yousaidwehavethreechildren.

Kwenzokuhleincluded,thankyouforaccepting

himbeforeweevenmeethim.

Me:He'syourson,thatmeanshe'salsomyson.

Now,leavemealoneandgetdressed.Mkhizeis

startingtogetnaughty.

Nkosi:Justyouwait,thenightyougivebirth.I'll

breakyourlegs



Me:Youdoknowwecanonlyhavesexafter

twoweeks?

Nkosi:Thatwon'thappen.Iwon'twaitforthat

long,Mkhizeisstarving.

Me:Lethimstarve

Nkosi:"Sondelangifakekancane"(Comecloser

letmeputinalittle)

Iwasn'texpectingthatfromhimatall.Theway

Ijustlaughedathimandhelaughedalongwith

me.Idon'tknowwhyIwassocharmedbywhat

hejustsaid.Ihadbutterfliesallovermy

stomachandmykneesweregettingweak

Me:Begentle

Nkosi:Don'tworry,I'lltakecareofyou.

Hecarriedmetothebedandslowlytookofmy

underwearwhilekissingmythighs.Hekissed

myvirginaandImoanedsoftly.Hewasworking

hismagic,hekissed,suckedandnibbledonmy



clitsendingshiversdownmyspine.Icouldn't

keepstillandhekeptonholdingmeand

squeezingmybutt.Hemademefeelsogood

andIcouldfeelthewarmrushinsideofme

buildingup.I'mabouttocomeandmyknees

areshaking.Andhestopped,justlikethat?!

Me:Don'tstopNkosinathi

Heinsertedhismanhoodslowlyandcarefully,

hethrustedgentlyandImoaned.Hefeltso

warminsideofmeandhewasreallybig.Hasit

grownbiggerorisitthatIhaven'thaditina

while?Mymoansgotlouderandlouder,each

timeIwantedtoscream,hekissedme.

Nkosi:Openyoureyes,Iwantyoutolookatme.

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim.He

pressedhisforeheadontomineandhewas

sweating.Idugintohisbackwithmynailsand

hegroaned.Hewassqueezingmyboobsand

kissingmyneck.



Nkosi:You'rethegirlIusedtohavewetdreams

aboutwhenIwasyoung.Icouldneverseeher

facebutnowIknowitsyou.

Me:You'recrazy,you'rejustwhipped.That's

whyyou'respeakinglikethis.

Nkosi:I'mserious.Yourvirginaisreallygood

andtight.Iloveit,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nkosi:YouknowI'dneverhurtyouright?

Me:Yes,yesIknow.

Nkosi:I'llneverbeatyouupNaye.Ithurtme

whenyouwantedBongatostayyesterday,you

wantedhimtoprotectyoufromme.Thathurt

mereallybadly.

Iguesswe'rehavingthisdeepconversation

whilewe'rehavingdeeppassionatesex.Hewas

breathingheavilyonmyneckandbitingit.

Me:I'msorry,I...Aaah!...Iwasjustscared.



Nkosi:Don'tbe.Don'tbescaredofme,I'mnot

whoIwasbefore.Youchangedmeforthe

better.Rememberthenightwewentonourfirst

dateandIwasfumingyetyouweresocalm

andstillwenttoseethelakeevenwhenI

wantedtogohome.

Me:Yesyes.....Deeperbabe,rightthere.

OhhowI'menjoyingthewonderfulsexthisman

isgivingme.Heisreallytakingcareofmelike

hesaidhewould.He'sdickisaddictiveandI'm

officiallyaddictedtoit.Hepenetrateddeeper

yetslowly,Icannotevendescribethewayhe

mademefeel.IwasnumbandIwasaboutto

release.

Nkosi:Iknewatthattimethatyouhavecome

torescuemefrommyownsoul.Idon'tknow

whatI'dbewithoutyouNaye.Neverleaveme

Me:I'llneverleaveyou.

Afterafewmorethrustswebothletgoand



reachedanorgasmtogether.Yethedidn'tstop,

hewasn'tdonewithmeyet.Heturnedmeover

andIcarefullylaidonmyside.Hestarted

thrustingagainandagainwhilebitingmyneck

sohard,I'llhavesomanylovebites.

Me:Fu...ck....Agh!I

Nkosi:Youwhat?

Me:I...Love...You!

Nkosi:Iloveyoutoo.IlovedyoufromthedayI

metyou.Ifoundapaperinyourbag.

Me:Whatpaper?

Nkosi:Ithadyourweddingvows.Ireadwhat

youweregoingtosaytomeonourwedding

day.

Wereallyhavingthisconversationwhilehaving

sex?He'sonanotherleveltodayandIloveit.

We'veneverdonethisbefore,butIloveit

becausewe'recommunicatinginavery



differentwayfromwhatanormalcouplewould.

Me:Youweren'tsupposedtoreadthat.Iwas

goingtoburnit.ButIforgot.

Nkosi:Justlikeyousaidyou'llburnyour

dressesmonthsagobutyouhaven'tburntthem.

Me:Canwetalkaboutsomethingelse?

Nkosi:No.

HequickenedhispaceandIwasscreaming

andholdinghimtightly.HeturnedmeoverandI

laidonmyback.Hepressedhisforeheadon

mineagainandmademeopenmyeyes

Nkosi:Whyhaven'tyouburntthem?

Me:BecauseIdon'twantto!

Nkosi:You'restillholdingontothem.NayeI

knowyoustillwantawhitewedding.

Me:NoIdon't.

Hequickenedhispaceandhewasgetting



rough.Itfeltreallygood

Nkosi:Don'tdenyit!

Me:Fine!Istillwanttowearthosedresses

Nkosinathi.Istillwanttowalkdowntheaisle

andhavemydreamweddingandIstillwantto

saythosevowstoyou.Butjustnotanytime

soon,I'mnotready.Istillneedtoacceptthe

factthathewon'tbetheretowalkmedownthe

aisle.Thatmymotherwon'tbeonthefrontrow

cryingandululatingloudly.Thatwasalsopartof

mydreambutitwastakenawayfromme.I

needtofullyheal

Nkosi:Thanletmehelpyou,youhealedme

nowitsmyturntohelpyouhealtoo.Justletme

in,you'renotonyourown.

Me:Iwantyoutoalwaysbethereforme

Nkosinathi,physicallyandemotionally.

Nkosi:I'lldothatNaye.Anythingyouwant,I'lldo

itforyou.Justnameitandyou'llhaveit.



Withthatsaidwereleasedagainandhelaid

nexttomebreathingheavily.Thatwasthebest

sexwe'veeverhad.AndIknowfromnow

onwardsI'llbeveryclingytohim.That'swhat

he'sdickdoestome,itmakesmeweakand

wanttohavehimclosetomeatalltimes.It

makesmeababy,hisbabyandhelovesit.He

gotafreshwettowelandcleanedmeup.He

putmyunderwearbackonandspankedme.

He'ssonaugtyandIloveit.Helaidnexttome

andIlaidmyheadonhisbarechest.Ikepton

makingcirclesaroundhe'ssmallnipple.You'd

evensayitsjustasmallpimple,that'show

smallitis.

Me:There'sthisdiamondringIsawona

magazineawhileago.

Nkosi:Youwantit?

Me:Yes,it'sexpensiveandonlyfoundinRussia.

It'saboutamillionrand.



Nkosi:Ifitswhatyouwant,thanyou'llgetit.

Me:Thankyou

Nkosi:Youdon'twantthisringanymore?

Me:Ido.I'llhavebothofthem.

Nkosi:Okaymylove.Youhaven'tbeenusingmy

bankcard,why?

Me:MyownbankcardhasmoneyIdon'teven

useNkosinathi.AndIhaveyourcardtoo,Ijust

neverknowwhattoevenbuy.Pluswhenyou

alwayswanttopayforeverythingwhenwe

togethersoIhardlyusemycards.

Nkosi:Mmmhokay.Remindmetosendsome

moneyonSbahle'sbankaccountbeforetheend

oftheday.Theyarehavinglotsoffunontheir

trip.

Me:Yestheycalledmelastnight.Itsgoodthat

theywenttoavacation.Justtogetsomeair

andafreshnewstart,itsanewyear.



Nkosi:Doyouwanttogoonvacationtoo?

Me:No,notnow.MaybewecangoinFebruary.

Justtocelebrateour1styearofbeingtogether.

Nkosi:We'vebeenthroughsomuchalready,our

vacationmustbethreemonthsormore.

Me:Thatcannothappen,thekidsneedto

attendschoolpluswe'llhaveasmallbabyto

takefullcareof.

Nkosi:Youwon'tbegoingbacktoworkright?

Me:Iwon'tbeahousewifeNkosinathi.Ididn't

getadegreesoIcouldstayathomeallday,

aftermymaternityleave.I'llgobacktowork.

Nkosi:ButItrulydon'tseeaneedforyoutobe

working.

Me:Wewon'targueaboutthis.Iwon'tstop

workingandthat'sit.Nowgetupandget

dressedwestillneedtogoseeNdiphiwe.

Nkosi:Areyoumadatme?



Me:No

HestoodupandgotdressedandIfixedmyhair

andchanged.Idon'twanteveryoneseeingall

thelovebitebruisesIhaveallovermybody.

Afterweweredressedandreadywewentto

thegarage.IsicametomewhileIwaswaiting

forNkosinathi.

Isi:MorningSis.WhereisBhut'Nkosinathi?

Me:Thegarage,Idon'tknowwhat'stakinghim

solong.

Isi:I'llgotohim,Ineedanewphone.Iknowhe

mightsaynobecauseIdidn'tdowellwithmy

schoolgradesbutit'sworthatry.

Me:Goodluck.Ihopehedoesn'ttakeawaythe

phoneyoucurrentlyhave.

Sheopenedhereyeswidelyandranawaywhen

thecarcameout.Igotinsideandfastenedmy

seatbelt.



Nkosi:Whyissherunningaway?

Me:Yourmomcalledher.Weshouldgetsome

biltongontheway,I'mcravingforsome.

Nkosi:Okaymawakhe.

Heheldmyhandanddroveoff.Helooks

nervousandIsqueezedhishandasassurance

thatI'mhereforhimandhewon'tdosomething

stupid.

Nkosi:Onlyyouareabletocontrolmeandkeep

mesane.

Me:Don'tdoanythingstupid.Justcalmdown

andrelax,don'tletyourangercontrolyou.I'm

hereforyou

Nkosi:Thankyou.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.
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Wesatinthecarforawhile,hewasbreathing

heavily.Ithoughthewashavingapanicattack

buthesaidhe'sokayhejustneedstobreathe.I

don'tknowwhatwe'regoingtofaceintherebut

I'veputBonga'snumberonspeeddial.Heisthe

onewhocangetthroughNkosinathi,theirbond

ismorethanjustafriendshipbond,itslikethat

withallofthembutNkosinathi'sclosestfriend

isBonga.Theyhaveadifferentwayof

communicating,ifyoudidn'tknowthatyou'd

swearNkosinathiisclosesttoAthibutits

Bonga.Iknowhe'llgethereinaflashandbe

abletogetthroughNkosinathiinawaythatI

couldn't.



Me:Let'sgoin

Nkosi:Givemeafewminutesplease

Me:Wecangobackhomeanddothisanother

timebabe

Nkosi:No,we'lldothistoday.

Hetookabottleofwateranddrankhalfofit.

Heunbottonedthefirsttwobuttonsofhisshirt

andlookedatme.

Me:What?

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Nowlet'sgo,she'sbeen

expectingus.

Henoddedandwegotoutthecar.Wewalked

sidebysideandIknocked.Sheopenedthe

doorandquicklystoodback.PoorNdiphiwe,

she'ssoscaredofNkosinathiitevenhurtsme.

HeputherthroughhellandifIwereinher

shoesI'dalsobereallyscaredofthemanwho



mademylifemiserableandalmostputmeon

mydeathbed.I'dbeterrifiedofhimandwant

nothingtodowithhim

Me:Canwecomein?

Ndiphiwe:Oh...Yes,yesyoucan.

Wewentinsideandsetonthecouchesinthe

livingroom.Nkosinathiwassittingnexttome

andNdiphiwesatacrossus.

Ndiphiwe:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink,

waterorjuice?

Me:Waterwillbefine,thankyou.

Shestood,wenttothekitchenandcameback

withthree500mlbottlesofstillwaterand

glasses.Herhandswereshakingsheputthe

trayonthecoffeetable.Nkosinathihasn'tsaid

anywordbutjustkeepsonlookingather

intensively.Heismakingthiswaytooawkward

andmorescarythanitshouldbe.He'ssilence

isn'tdoinganygoodbutjustterrifyingNdiphiwe.



Me:Solet'sgetstraighttothepoint.I'vetold

Nkosinathiaboutyoursonandeverythingelse

thatyoutoldme.Ithinkbeforewe...

Icouldn'tcontinuewithwhatIwantedtosay

becauseNkosinathicutmeoff.

Nkosi:Whydidyoudoit?

Ndiphiwe:Ihadto

Nkosi:Whydidn'tyoutellme?I'mthefatherand

youtookthatawaybygivingsomestrangers

myveryownson.

Ndiphiwe:Icouldn'tcomebacktoyou.Ihadleft

youandIwouldn'tgobacktothepastItriedso

hardtorunawayfrom.Evenbeingpregnant

withyourbabywouldn'thavemadeany

differenceNathi,itwould'vestillbeenthesame.

Nkosi:Youdon'tknowthat,youhadnorightto

dowhatyoudid.Norightatall,mysonis3,he's

goingtoturn4andhedoesn'tknowme.He

doesn'twhohe'sfather!



Ndiphiwe:Hedoesn'tknowmetoo,that'swhyI

wanthimback.Iwantmychildnow.I'vesettled

downandIcangivehimthelifehedeserves

Nkosi:Icangivehimmorethanthelifeyou

thinkhedeserves.Ijustreallydon'tunderstand

whyyounevercamebackandtellme,thisismy

childasmuchasheisyoursNdiphiwe.You

tookawaythatmomentformetobeafatherto

mysonsincebirth.You'recruel

Ndiphiwe:Don'tyoudaretellmeaboutcruelty

whenyou'rethedevilhimself!Youwouldn't

havechangedforus!Ididn'tevenwantto

imaginehowyou'dbewhenwehaveourchild.

Beingpregnantaloneanddoingthingsmyself

waswaybetterthanhowitwould'vebeenifI

waswithyou.Iwouldn'twanttowakeup

beatenupbyyouwheneveryoufeltlikeit.I

didn'twanttogothroughthatagain,youforcing

yourselfonmeandI'dletyoubecauseI'm

afraidofhowmuchyou'dbeatmeupifIsaidno.



Younevereverthoughtofmebuteverything

wasjusttosatisfyyourselfishsexualdesires.I

don'tevenknowwhyIfellinlovewithyoufrom

thefirstplace.Iusedtolistentoyouandlisten

totheliesyoufedmewhenyousaidyouloved

me.Yourlovewasbeatingmeup,forcing

yourselfonme,thatwasjustrapingme!

Forcingmetowatchyouhavesexwithyour

slutswhileyouchangedmetoachair.Goingto

bedeverynightwithmybodysoreandhaving

totakecareofallthewoundsthatyoumade!

TheabuseIwentthroughbecauseofyouNathi!

BecauseIlovedyouandIwasafoolinlove.I

realizedwhenitstoolate,therewasnoway

leavingyouacceptrunningaway.WhenIhad

finallygotthatchanceIgotaway,doyou

seriouslythinkIwould'vecamebacktoyoujust

becauseIwaspregnantwithyourchild?It'snot

likeyouwould'vechanged,lovedmeand

marriedme,wouldyou?



Nkosi:No.

Hestoodupandsteppedoutside.Iwasalready

crying,allthethingsthatNkosinathididto

Ndiphiwearebrutal.Whoonearthdoesthat?

Whatkindofhumanbeingdoesthattoanother

humanbeing?Toawoman,avulnerable

woman.HowdoesNkosinathidosuchthings?

Ndiphiwewassittingontheedgeofthecouch

crying,shewasliterallyshaking.Iwenttoher

andheldherclosely,shecriedalotandIlether

cry.IknowIwon'tbeabletotakeitallbackand

Idon'tknowhowmuchithurtwhenshewent

throughallofthatbecauseofthemanIcallmy

husband.

Me:I'msorry,I'msosorryforwhathedidtoyou.

Idon'tknowwhyandIdon'tknowhowitfeels

liketobeinyourpositionbutI'mdeeplysorry.

Ndiphiwe:Itsnotyourfault,don'tapologize.He

istheoneatfault.Hedidallthosethingstome,

eachandeverydayIprayedtoGodandasked



himtoprotectmeandshowmeawaytoleave

thatmanandhedid.IknowwhatIdidwas

wrongbutitwasforthebest.Itwasthebest

decisionI'veevermadeatthattimebutnowI

regretgivingawaymychild.

Nkosi:Ioweyouanapology,Iknowitwon't

takeawayallthepainIputyouthrough.Iknow

itwon'tremoveallthosescarsonyourbody

thataretherebecauseofme.You'rerightwhen

yousayI'mjustlikethedevilandIdon'texpect

youtoforgivemebutIdohopeonedayyou'll

finditinyourhearttoforgiveme.WhoIwas

whenIwaswithyouisn'twhoIamtoday.I

realizethatallIdidtoyouwasbad,itwas

abuse.Ihavenoreasonbehindallofit,itwas

justpurecrueltyandthemonsterthatIwas.I

getangrywhenIseeyoubecauseI'mreminded

ofallthethingsIdidtoyou.Ikeepongetting

flashbacksofeverythingandkeeponhearing

youscream,beggingmetostopbutIcouldn't.I



remembereachandeverytimeIwokeupand

cleanedyourwoundswhenItookcareofyou

andtheregretIfeltafterwardsbutIcouldn't

stop.Ithappenedoverandoveragain.Idon't

knowwhatcameoverme,i'msureyou're

lookingforanexplanationastowhyIdiditbutI

honestlydon'tknow.I'mreallysorryNdiphiwe,

I'msosorry.

Idon'tevenknowwhenhecameinbuthewas

standingbythedoorwithhe'shandsbehindhis

back.Helookedsosincereandtherewasjust

somethingabouthim.He'seyeswereon

Ndiphiweallthattimeandheturnedandfaced

me.Heneededme,hegivesmethatlook

wheneverheneedsme.Wheneverheneedsme

tojustholdhimandcomforthim,whenhe

needsmeemotional.Whenwhatheneedsto

saycan'tbesaidinwordsbutitcanonlybe

connectedemotionally.Ilookedathimtooand

hestaredforawhileandfinallygavein,he



lookeddown.Heneverdoesthat,thismustbe

alsoreallyhardonhim.IwentbacktowhereI

wassittinganddranksomewater.

Ndiphiwe:Ihaven'tforgivenyouNathiandIpray

thatonedayI'llbeableto.AllIneedrightnowis

foryoutofindKwenzokuhleandbringhimback

tome.IneedmysonwithmeandI'llraisehim

bymyself.IcametoyoubecauseIknowyou

candoit.

Nkosi:YesIcandoitbutwhatwon'thappenis

youraisingmyson.Yougavehimaway,you

failedandprovedtherethatyouwillnotbeable

to.Iwillraisemysonandhewillstaywithme.

Ndiphiwe:Heismyson!Hewillstaywithme!

Nkosi:Thatwon'thappen!HeisaMkhize,he

belongstome.

Theyarguedandarguedwhichwasjust

annoyingbecauseitisnotwhatweneedright

now.ThiswillbeharderthanIthought.Itwillbe



hardifthesetwokeeponbitingeachothers

headslikethis.

Me:Justshutup!Bothofyou,shutup!They

bothturnedandlookedatme.Therewas

silence,finally.

Me:Sitdown,we'realladultshereandwe'lldeal

withthisaccordingly.Youshouldbediscussing

howyou'llgetthechildbackinsteadofwasting

timehereandarguingaboutnonsense.You

guyswillsharethecustodyofthechild,this

couldbeeasilydiscussedwithouthavingto

takethemattertocourt.Thechildwillstaywith

NkosinathiandI,Ndiphiwe,hewillspendhe's

weekendsandhalfoftheschoolholidayswith

you.Nkosinathi,youwillallowNdiphiweinto

Kwenzokuhle'slifeandhewillknowherasher

motherandIfhewantstostaywithhismother

youwillallowhimtoandthearrangementswill

beviseversa,understood?

Ndiphiwe:Yes,that'sbetter.



Nkosi:I'llthinkaboutit.

Igiveup!Can'thejustagreeandmakethings

easierforeveryone.Heisjustsohotheaded

andloveshavingthingshe'sway.

Me:We'llneedtheadoptiondocumentsandany

otherusefulinformationyouhavewouldhelp.

Fulldetailsaboutthestepparentsandtheir

whereabouts,didyouuseanadoptionagency?

Ndiphiwe:No,Ididn'ttellyouthewholestory.I

didn'texactlygivethechildawayforadoption.

Nkosi:Whatthehelldoyoumean?

Ndiphiwe:I....I...Idid..

Nkosi:Stopstutteringandexplain!

Me:CalmdownNkosinathi.Justletherexplain.

Ndiphiwe:Therewasawomanwhoshareda

wardwithmeandwebothwenttogivebirthat

thesametime.Shehadexperiencedsome

complicationswithherpregnancyandwhenwe



bothcamebacktoourward,shecameback

emptyhanded.Herchildhadpassedawaywhile

shewasgivingbirth.ShewasMrsKgomo,I

didn'tknowhername.

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Ndiphiwe:Weweredischargedonthesameday

andIfollowedherandherhusbandhome.After

anhourortwoIwenttotheirhouseandleft

Kwenzokuhleontheirdoorstep.Iknockedthen

wenttohide,aftersometimetheywereboth

outsideandtheytookthebaby.Theyboth

seemedhappyandlookedaroundbutcouldn't

seewhoputthebabythere.Iranawayand

neverlookedback

Nkosi:Youleftmysononsomestrangers

doorstep!

Hebangedthetableandtookthecarkeysand

left.Iguessthismeanswe'regoinghome.This

isgettingmorecomplicated.Iheardthecar



driveoff,didhejustleavemehere!?

Ndiphiwe:Heleft

Me:He'sgoingtocooldown.I'llcallsomeone

tofetchme.Soyoudon'tknowanythingelse

abouttheKgomopeople?

Ndiphiwe:NoIdon't.IknowwhatIdidwas

stupidbutIwasdesperate.

Me:Idon'tunderstand,itsnotlikeyouhadno

moneytosupporthimoryoudidn'thavea

homeyoucouldcomebacktoandraisehim.Or

takehimtotheroyalfamilyifit'sNkosithatyou

didn'twanttosee.

Ndiphiwe:Iwasstupid,Iwasn'tthinking.Ijust

wantedtogetridofthebaby,Iwantedtogetrid

ofwhatwouldbeaconstantreminderofmy

past.Iwasrunningawayfromitandhewould

holdmebackbutI'mmaturednowandI've

realizedthatmydecisionwasstupid,Ineedmy

child.Ican'tsleepatnightduetotheguiltandI



alwayshearhiscry.Hekeepsonappearingin

mydreamsSisNayeandIjustcannotignoreit.

Ineedtogetmychild.Itrieddoingitonmyown

butIfailed.IknewNathiwouldbeabletohelp

me.

Me:Iunderstand.Nkosiwillfindhim,he'llmake

surehedoes.Itwillbehardbutit'sallworthit.

Weheardacarpulloverandthedooropened.It

wasMpho,hedidn'tevenknock.

Mpho:Let'sgoNokukhanya.

Ndiphiwe:Nokukhanya??

Me:It'smyname.Goodbye,I'llcontactyoulater

onortomorrow.

Ndiphiwe:Okay,thankyou.Gowell

WehuggedandMphotookmybag.Iwonder

whereisNkosinathiandwhythehelldidhe

leavemehere.Itsverystangeandoddbecause

MphohasnevercalledmeNokukhanyabefore



andheisn'ttheMphowhoalwayssaysstupid

jokesthatyouhavetosolvefirstbeforeyouget

whatheevenmeans.Heissilentandjust

focusingontheroad,Ithinkheisjustavoiding

me.

Me:WhereisNkosinathi?

Mpho:Athome

Me:Whydidheleavemehere?

Mpho:Heneededtobealone.Hedidn'twant

youtoseehimthatway.

Me:How'shelike?

Mpho:He's...He'sfine.

Somethingaboutwhathesaidjustwasn't

convincing.Hehaddoubt'sandyoucouldseeit

rightthroughhisface.Hecontinueddrivingand

ojustdecidedtolethimbe.Iwon'taskany

otherquestionsandI'lljustwaitforustoget

homeandI'llseeformyself.Wait,we'renoton



ourwaytotheroyalhouse.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Mpho:I'lldropyouoffatthemall.Belindaand

theothersarethere.Youneedtocooloff

Me:Iwanttogohome

Mpho:I'mtakingyoutothemall.

Me:Mpho,takemehome!

Mpho:Naye,you'regoingtothemallandthat's

it.Wewon'targueaboutthis,understood?

Ijustclickedmytongueathimandlookedaway.

HewasupsettingmeandIdon'tgetwhyIhave

tobeforcedtobegoingtosomestupidmall.

ThishasNkosinathiwrittenalloverhim.I

wonderwhat'sgoingonandifhe'sokay.I

wonderifhe'stheNkosinathiIknow.Ijustwant

tobewithmyman.Iwasalreadycryingand

Mpholookedatme

Mpho:Nayepleasedon'tcry,pleaseyouknowI



hateitwhenyoucry.Please,Nkosinathidoesn't

wantyoutoseehimlikethatanditsbadNaye,I

alsodon'twantyoutoseehimatall.Just

pleasestopcryingandletmetakeyoutothe

mall.

Me:Okay

Ilookedoutthewindowandwipedoffmytears.

Iwonderwhat'sgoingonandhowishe.Imiss

himandItrulywishIwaswithme,monsteror

not.He'sstillmyNkosinathiandIlovehim.I

lovemyhulk.
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Thedrivetothemallwasabitlonger,Ithought

we'regoingtothesmallshoppingcenter/mall

butwewereofftoPMB.ThegirlsandIhave

beenwalkingaroundthismalllifelessly,noone

hasanythingintheirhandsandthisisthefirst.

Weknowwhywe'vebeenthrownatthismall,

becausethingsarehecticandtheydon'twant

ustoseeit.We'vebeensilentandnoonehas

saidanything,we'rejustwalkingandhonestlyI

justcan'tstartupaconversationrightnow,all

I'mthinkingofisNkosinathi.Itextedhimabout

anhouragoaskingifhewasokay,hehasn't

responded.

Zandy:Thisisn'tanyfunwhenyou'reforcedto.

I'mnotevenwishingtogointoanyshopright

now.

Ntoko:I'mjusttiredofwalkingaround.Let's

justgotoarestaurantandsitdown

Me:IfIwasn'tpregnant.I'dbesloshingtequila

shots,itsjustwhatIneedrightnow.



Wewenttotherestaurantandordereddrinks.

Bee:Whathappened?

Me:WegotthereandtalkedwithNdiphiwe,she

saidalotofthings,hurtfulthingsthatNkosidid

toherandthentheyarguedandarguedtillwe

sortedthingsout.Andthenshedropsabomb

onus,shedidn'treallygivethechildawayfor

adoption.ShelefthimontheKgomo'sdoorstep.

Apparentlytheywereinonewardatthehospital

andMsKgomolostherbabywhilstgivingbirth

andwhentheywerebothdischargedshe

followedhertoherhouseandleftthebabyon

thedoorstep.

Siya:Youlie!Howcanshedosuchacruelthing!

Me:WhatNkosididtoherwasevenworse.

Where'sNomkithaandLebo?

Phelo:TheyleftjustafteryouandNkosileft.

Me:Oh,I'llcallthemlater.



Zee:Whatdidhedo?

Me:Thingsthatnowomanshouldgothrough.

IwasdisturbedbyatextfromNkosi.Itreadas

follows:"I'msorry,I'msorryIleftyouthere.I

justdidn'twantyoutoseemelikethat.I'mokay,

enjoythereanddon'tworryyourselfaboutme.

I'llbefine"

TearsjustdroppedandSnehheldmyhand

Sneh:Itwillallbeokay

Zandy:Marriageseemssotoughitscaresme.

Ifyouweren'tmarriedyou'ddumphisdamnass

butnowyou'remarried,it'salifetime

commitmentandwhatyouneedtodoisfixit

andchallengeeveryobstacleinyourway.

Nkosinathicanbeamonstertoanyoneanddo

horriblethingsandhe'dgocrazyandloosehis

mindbuthurtingyouissomethinghewould

neverdo.

Ntokozo:Helovesyou,thatmanlovesyou



morethanhelovesanyoneelseinthisworld.

He'ddoanything,anythingjusttomakeyou

happy.

Sneh:Youguyswillfixthisandfindasolution

toit.Don'tworry.

Me:Ihopehe'sokay

Ngamso:Where'sthisfood?I'mhungry,Iwas

abouttoeatbeforeIwasshovedintoacar

comingherenowIneedmyfood.

Belinda:We'llbegoinghomelatertodaybaby

girl,willyoubeokay?

Me:YesIwill.I'llmissyouguysbutI'llbeback

maybeaftertwoweeks

Siya:Sowillyougotoworkafteryourmaternity

leave?

Me:YesIwill.Imisswakingupandgoingto

workformymoney

Phelo:Moneyyouwon'tevenuse



Me:Yes,Iguessso

Siya:Wellgoodluckonthatsweetheart.Idon't

thinkNkosiwillevenallowyoutogobackto

work.You'llbeahousewifesippingwineand

shoppingalldayjustlikeme.It'sthegoodlife

Me:Idon'tneedhispermission.Icannotstayin

thehouse,I'vestayedfortoolong.

Siya:I'vegotusedtoit.

Kamo:Whatwillwedonext?

Zee:Iguesswe'llwalkarounduntiltheycome

backtofetchus.

Phelo:Weshouldgofixournails,pedicureand

manicure

Me:That'salsoagoodidea.Ihaven'tdon'tthat

inawhile.Mytoenailslookhorrible

Bee:Theweddingwillbeinonthe20thof

February

Sneh:Itmeanseverythingthatsbeenplanned



shouldbefinalized.Dressshoppingwillbenext

week,thevenue?

Bee:Ihaven'tthoughtaboutit

Sneh:Youshouldstartthinkingaboutit

Ntoko:Snehshould'vebeenaweddingplanner,

you'vedonethistoallofus.Alwaysonour

necksabouttheweddingplanning

Kamo:RememberwhenshehadtodragSiyato

godoafullbodywax,sheliterallydraggedher

there.

Me:AndthetimesheforcedLubahandtheguys

togogettheirsuits.Honestly,nowedding

would'vebeensuccessfullifshewasn'tthere.

She'sourweddingplanner.

Siya:Istillcan'tbelievehowNcebaandPhila

wereabletopullofthesurprisewedding.I

mean,Ncebacannotkeepasecret

Ngamso:Shegotmoneysoshehadtoplayher



partandkeepthesecretnomatterhowhardit

was.

Zandy:Myweddingwillgoonandonforaweek

Phelo:Nowyou'recrazy

Zandy:Everythingisalwaysjustsobeautifulso

I'dneverwantittoend.

Theweddingtalkcontinuedandcontinued.

Nkosiwasright,Istillwantawhitewedding.

Justnotnow,there'salotgoingonandIstill

needtoloosesomeweight.Myheartisatease

nowaboutmyparentsandIknownothingwill

beabletobringthembacktolifesoI'vehealed

andmovedon.Istilldothinkaboutthem

everydayanditbringsasmileonmyface,I

don'tcryaboutitanymorebecauseIknowthey

arewatchingoverus.Weweredonewithour

foodandwepaidthebillandstartedwalking

aroundlookingforthebestplacetodoournails.

Bee:ThisGooglethingsaysit'sonthelastdoor



onourright

Zandy:Soweshouldgoback?

Me:Iguessso.

Wewalkedbackandonceweturnedtherewas

asharppaininmystomach

Me:Ouch,guysIneedtositdown.

Sneh:Areyouokay?

Zee:Sithere

Me:Aaaah!!!Ithurts!

ThepainwasincreasingandjustwhenIwas

abouttositdownmywaterbroke.

Me:Guys

Ntoko:What?

Me:Mywaterjustbroke

Zandy:Ohno!Whatdowedo??

Siya:Weshouldgetgoing.Holdherontheother



sideandI'llholdherthisside.

IkeptonbreathinginandoutandIjustcouldn't

takethepain.Thecontractionsarejustway

morepainfulthanthoseofmyfirstpregnancy.

I'mgoingtogivebirthtoday!Mybabywillarrive

inthisworld.I'msoexcitedI'vehadtowait

10months,10monthsformylittledaughter.We

werewalkingtotheparkinglotandweall

lookedateachother.Iguessweallcametothe

realizationofthatwedonthaveacar.Wewere

droppedoffhereandwehavenocar,Langelihle

isanhourawayfromhere.Gettingtotheroyal

houseisanother30mins.

Me:CallNkosinathi

Phelo:Theirphonesareoff.I'vetriedbutIcan't

reachanyofthem.

Me:TryIsiorthequeenorthekinghimself!

Theytriedcallingbuttheyallwentstraightto

voicemail.Thisisnotgood!



Kamo:I'llgotalktothattaxidriver.Weneed

thattaxi

Zee:I'mcomingwithyou.

Theyrantothetaxiandwestoodtherewaiting.

Thepainwasn'tgettinganylessbutinsteadit

wasgettingworse.

Me:Iwanttositdown

Belinda:Youcannotsitdown

Me:Iwanttositdown!!Ican'tstand

Ngamso:I'llhelpyou,todayreallywasn'tthe

daytobewearinghighheels.

Isatdownforawhileandkeptondrinking

waterthatSnehwasgivingme.Theycame

backwiththetaxiandtheycarriedmeinside.

Kamo:Canyoubelievewe'llhavetopaythis

idiotR3000justforhimtogetustoLangihle.I

havenocash

Me:Ihavecashinmybag,givehimwhatever



amounthewants.CallNkosinathiandtellhim

I'llkillhim!Howcanhe'sphonebeonoffwhen

hehasadamnpregnantwife!

Phelo:CalmdownNaye,justbreatheinandout

Ntoko:I'msoscared.IsthiswhatI'llhavetogo

throughinjusttwomonths.

IwasscreamingandsweatingsomuchIjust

couldn'ttakeitanymore.

Me:Takeoffmyunderwear

Zandy:Areyoucrazy??

Me:JustdoasIsayplease.Tellthisdriverto

drivefaster!

Belinda:Hurryplease!Weneedtogettothe

hospitalrightnow

Driver:Almostthere

Me:No,no,no!Nohospital.

Sneh:Whatdoyoumeannohospital?You



cannotgivebirthinataxi.

Me:GototheRoyalhouse,Ihavetogivebirth

there.Itssomesortoftradition,theirbabiesare

deliveredtherenotinthehospital.

#Nkosi

Alothasbeengoingonlately.There'snevera

daythatpassesandIdon'tthinkaboutmyson.

Whetherhehaseatenorishewelltakencareof

whereverheis.Ithinkofourrelationship,willhe

evenlikedme?Whatifhedoesn'twantmeand

wantstostaywiththeKgomo's?Idon'tknow

what'sgoingtohappenbutwhatIknowisthat

I'llgetmysonback.SeeingNdiphiwetoday

mademe,mademefeelalotofmixed

emotions.Mostofitwasjustanger,angerI

havetowardsmyself.Icannottakebackallthe

thingsI'vedonetoherinthepastandIfIcould,

Ireallywould.There'snothingIregretmore



thanallthethingsI'vedonetoher.Whenshe

talkedaboutitandremindedmeofthethings

I'vedone,IfeltashamedofmyselfandIdidn't

evenwanttohearwhatNayethoughtofme.I'm

sureshewantsnothingtodowithmeandshe's

disgustedbymyactions.Nowomanshouldgo

throughwhatIputNdiphiwethrough.Ialmost

tookherlife.Apartofmenowunderstandswhy

shedideverythingshedidbutI'mstillupset

aboutthewayshehandleditbecauseourson

issomewhereoutthereandIdon'tevenknow

he'sstateofliving.IfeelasifI'vefailedasa

father.I'vefailedmysonandIwanttomakeit

uptohim.I'lldoeverythingIneedtodojustto

gethimbackevenifitmeansitwouldbethe

lastthingIdoonearth.Justaslongashe's

withmyfamilyandIknowhewouldbewell

takencareoff.WewatchedamoviewithEmihle

earlieronanditmademefeelalotbetter.She

fellasleepandIwenttochillwiththeguyswhile

theladiesareatthemallinPMB.Ijustneeded



themtobeawayfromallthat'sgoingonhere

andforNayetoclearherhead.Iwasn'tina

goodstateandIdidn'twanthertoseemelike

that.Ithurtswhensheshurtingbecauseofme

andthewaythatIam.I'veputherthroughso

muchandshedeservesabreak.Athihasbeen

abletolocatetheKgomo'sbuthesaidthereisa

smallproblemandhe'sstillworkingonit

Bonga:Youokaynow?

Me:YesI'mokaybutIjustwishtherewasaway

IcouldtakebackthethingsI'vedoneto

Ndiphiwe.IwishIcouldtakeallthepainNayeis

feeling.I'msureshehatesmeandregretseven

beingwithme

Thabo:That'snottrue.Inspiteofallyoudo,she

stilllovesyou.Nayeistheoneforyou

Jabu:Andshecaressomuchaboutyou

Mpho:WhenIwasdrivinghertoPMB,allshe

wantedtoknowwashowareyoudoing.She



putsyoubeforeherself

Phila:OnethingIknowforsureisthatNaye

lovesyou.Don'tmessthingsup,youcannot

loseher.

Me:AllIwanttodoismakeherhappyandlove

her.Ihopeshehasn'tgivenuponus.

Athi:TherearesevenKgomofamiliesinthe

FreeStateandindifferentvillages.Youshould

askNdiphiwewhereexactlywasitandwe'llbe

abletolocatethem.

Me:Iwill.Ijusthopewefindhimbeforethis

monthsends

Lubah:Itsthe12thofJanuarytoday,westill

havesometime.

Lyanda:What'sthatnoise?Thesetaxipeople

withtheirnoise.

Phila:Itsparkedatthegate.Ithinkitscoming

here



Mayi:Let'sgocheckitout.

Whenweallsteppedoutside,Kamoand

Nangamsocameoutthetaxiandwererunning

tous.

Mpho:What'sgoingon?

Me:WhereisNaye?

Kamo:We'vebeencallingyouforthepasthour

andthirtyminutes.Tellthemtoopenthegate!

Me:Guards!Openthegate.What'sgoingon

Kamogelang?

Kamo:Herwaterbroke,shesinlabourpains

Me:What!Doesthatmeanthebabyiscoming?

Ngamso:Yes.Letmegocallmah

Me:Tellhertoprepareeverythingandcall

MaMbelu.

Irantothetaxiasitparkedandmybeautiful

lifewasscreamingoutsoloudIjustwishedI



couldtakeherpain

Naye:GetthisbabyoutofmeNkosinathi!!You

putitin!Getitout!

Me:Itsgoingtobeokaybabe,justcalmdown

andbreathe.Isitpainful?

Naye:Noit'snotI'mjustactingthisalloutfor

thefunofit...Ofcauseitspainful!Getmeout

ofthistaxi

Bongahelpedmegetheroutandwecarriedher

tothehutwherewe'veallbeenbornin.Welaid

heronthebedandmomwasalreadythere.She

tookatowelanddippeditinwarmwaterthan

keptonwipingNaye'sface.

Mom:Youneedtostepoutside

Me:I'mnotdoingthat

Bee:Youcannotbeinherewhileshegivesbrith,

issheready?

Mom:No.Westillneedtowait



Me:Youcannotwait,she'sinpain.

Mom:Thebaby'sheadisn'tcloseyet.

Me:Justgivehersomethingtoeasethepain

Mom:Wecannotdothat.SeewhyIwantedyou

outofhere?Youhavetoomanyquestionsand

youwon'tunderstandeverythingwedoinhere.

Naye:Nkosinathiithurts,I'mneverevergetting

pregnant.

Me:OkaywhateveryouwantNaye.Juststop

cryingplease

MaMbelucameinandVulamasangowasalso

outside.Thecloudsweregettingdarkandthey

seemedtobecarryingheavyrain

King:AchildofRoyaltyisbeingborntoday.

Let'sstepoutsidesonandawaitforthe

princessofLangelihle.

MaMbhelu:She'sready,passmethetowels.

Me:I'llbeoutside.IloveyouNokukhanya.



Shenoddedandshewasstillcrying.Ithurtto

seeherthatway.I'mveryhappy,myprincessis

coming.I'llgettoholdherandkissherlittle

hands.I'maluckyman,myfamilyisgrowing.

Emihlewillbesohappy,we'vewaited10months

forthisdaytofinallycome.
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Thetaxirideseemedtohavebeentaking

forever.Icouldn'tevenfeelmylegsanymore.

ThepainwasjustunbearableandfinallyIwas

laidonabedafterhavingtogothroughthe

bumpyhumpsinthattaxi.IthoughtIwasgoing

togivebirthtomychildinataxi,canyou



imagine?MaMbeluhasbeenslappingmy

thighssohardshe'saddingontothepainI'm

feeling.I'vebeenpushingandpushingbutthe

babyisn'toutyet.Seemslikeshehasabig

headjustlikeherfather.

MaMbelu:PushNokukhanya!Push!

IscreamedoutloudasIpushedwitheverything

inme.IpushedagainandIheardlittlesqueeky

cries,she'soutandIjustlaidtherefeelingso

drainedandexhausted.Theycleanedherup

andwhileMaMbelucleanedmeupandstitched

me.Itfeltsopainfulbutit'sworththepain.

Nkosi'smomcametomewithmydaughter

wrappedinapinkblanketandshelookedso

smallandcute.Shelooksexactlylike

Nkosinathi,butshetookmyskincolour.

Me:Hellolittleone,hello.Thisismommy,you

looksocute

MaQ:She'ssosmall.I'llgocallEmihleand



Nkosinathi

Kamo:She'ssocute,Ican'tgetoverherbig

cheeks.

Me:Shehasbrowneyes

MaMbelu:Theyareallbornlikethat,I

rememberwhenNkosinathiwasborn.Hedidn't

stopcrying,hewasbigandheavy.

Welaughedasshetoldthestory.Apparently

shehasdeliveredalltheQueen'sbabies,from

NkosinathidowntoIsiphile.Shedoeslookabit

old.Iguessthisroomhasbeenturnedintoa

minihospitalroombecauseallweneededwas

inhereandwehadasafedelivery.Inever

thoughtI'dhaveahomebirthbutIdidandit

wassuccessful.Emihlewasthefirsttocomein

andshestoodnexttome.

Emihle:Sabelosababakhe,she'shere!Daddy

comelook!

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay?



Emihle:Me?NoIdidn'tsayanything.

ShelaughedandNkosinathitookthebabyand

heldher.

Nkosi:Shelookslikeme.ThankyouMaHlase,

thankyou.

Hekissedmyforeheadandplayedwiththe

baby

Nkosi:Sabelosababakhe,we'vebeenwaitingfor

you.

Me:That'sthenameEmihlecalledher.

Nkosi:Yesthat'shersecondname,Emihle

knewaboutitmaybewhenyouwere2months

pregnant

Me:Andyoudidn'ttellmeEmihle?

Emihle:ItwasasecretmommyIcouldn'ttell

you.

WowsoEmihlecankeepsecretsnow,forso

longshedidn'teventellme.Itsabeautiful



namebutitssolong

Me:What'sherfirstname?

Nkosi:LisakhanyaSabelosababakheMkhize

Me:Theyarebeautifulnames,Ilovethem.

They'resolongthoughshewon'tbeableto

spellthemtillshe's7or8.

Nkosi:Itsrainingoutside,she'scomewith

manymanyblessings.Sheisablessing

Emihle:I'mgoingtotelltheothersIhavealittle

sisternow.I'llbebackLisa

Me:Lisa,howdidyoucomeupwiththose

names?

Nkosi:Iactuallywantedtonameheraftermy

grandmotherbutfathertoldmeMakhosazana

wouldbeanoldnameforhersohenamedher

Lisakhanya.AndSabelosababakhe,Icameup

withit.She'ssobeautiful,I'lltakehertomy

father.Hehasn'tseenher.



Me:Okay,Mapleasehelpmesitup.

MaQ:Okaymychild.We'llhavetogetyouto

yourroomsoyoucanrestandbewarmer.It's

coldinhere

Sneh:I'llparkacarnearthedoorsowewon't

havetowalk.Itspouringoutside

ShewentoutandafterafewminutesIwasin

myroomalreadyandsheopenedtheheater.It's

turnedintoacoldcoldafternoon.Afterallthat

hashappenedtoday,somethinggoodand

positivecameoutofit.Nkosinathicameinand

myfriendsleftusalone.Iguessthey'llnowbe

leavingtomorrow.

Nkosi:Icannotgetenoughofher.Shekeepson

eatingherthumb.

Me:Letmefeedher,maybeshe'shungry.

Nkosinathihasn'tletgoofLisa,he'sattached

andIhavetoholdherandhishandtoo.Atfirst

itwasabitpainful,Ihaven'tbreastfedinyears.



Nkosi:Doesithurt?

Me:Justabit.Nkosinathi,moveyourhand.Its

heavy

Nkosi:Sorry,MaMbelutellsmeweshouldn't

havesextillyou'vehealedproperly

Me:Yes,Idon'twantyoursnaketotaremy

virginajustlikeLisa'sheaddid.

Nkosi:Ittore?

Thelookonhisfacewaspriceless.Icouldn't

helpbutlaughathim.Heseemedtobeso

curiousandanxiousatthesametime.

Me:Ittore,justabit.

Nkosi:Iwannasee

Me:No!It'sstitched

Nkosi:Istillwannasee

Me:No!You'renotgoingtoseeanything.Just

waitfor3weeksthanyou'llgetwhatyouwant.



Nkosi:You'resounfair.She'sasleep,canIhold

her?

Me:Youcanputheronthebed.Sheshouldn't

fallasleepinyourarms,she'llgetusedtoitand

notbeabletosleeponthebed.

Nkosi:Shemustgetusedtofallingasleepinmy

arms

Me:Nosheshouldn't,itstiring.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Heseemssoemotionalandhe'sbeenstaring

atLisa,he'sneverexperiencedthisbeforeandI

guessitsalljustoverwhelmingtohim.He

seemstobedeepinthoughtandIjustlaid

thereandlookedathim.

Nkosi:I'mthinkingabouthim

Me:Talktome

Nkosi:Iwishthingswentdifferently.IknowI



didhorriblethingstoNdiphiweandI'msorry

youhadtohearallthat.I'msureyoumighthate

meandregretbeingwithmebutIloveyou

Naye,you'retheonlywomanI'veeverloved.

Justpleasetellmewhattodotomakethings

right,I'lldoanything.

Me:Apologize,sincerelyapologizetoNdiphiwe.

Nkosi:I'lldoitjustforyou.

Me:Don'tdoitforme,doitforyourselfandher.

Sheneedsthatkindofclosure,she'llbeableto

moveonandstopbeingterrifiedofyou.

Nkosi:I'lldoit

Me:Andyoushouldworkongettingourson

home.Heneedstobehome

Nkosi:Iwill.We'vefoundmanyKgomofamilies

inFreeState.Ndiphiweneedstotelluswhere

exactlywasit

Me:I'lltextherandask



Itextedherandallwehavetodoitwaitforher

response.Therewasaknockonthedoorand

Nongcebobargedin.

Nongcebo:Whatdowehavehere?Alittle

Mkhizeangel.Cometoaunty,ourlittleprincess

hasarrived.

Shetookherandkeptonplayingwithhereven

thoughshewasasleep

Nongcebo:I'mmadatyoumommyNaye,how

couldyougivebirthwithoutmebeingaround.

Suchanaughtymommyyouhave.

Me:We'resorryAuntyNongcebo

ShelaughedandwentoutwithLisa.Therestof

thefamilywantstotaketurnsandseemylittle

baby.LusandaandNongceboaresoattached

toher.Nkosiclosedthedoorandwenttohis

sidedrawer

Nkosi:Igotyourring



Me:Youreallyboughtit?Thoughtyou've

forgottenaboutitalready

Nkosi:YousaidyouwanteditsoIgotitforyou.

MayIputitonyourfinger

Me:Yesyoumay.

Nkosi:Withthisring,Ipromisetoloveyou,care

foryouandkeepyouhappy.IknowI'veputyou

throughalotandI'vehurtyou.Butmylovefor

youisgenuine.Itrunsdeeperthantheocean

andfly'shigherthananeagle.MaMkhize,you've

mademethehappiestmanalive,youlovedme

andtaughtmehowitfeelstobelovedand

shownmethetruemeaningoflove.Youstay

withmeevenatmomentswhenIthinkyou'll

justpackupandleavebecauseithasallgotten

toomuchforyoubutyouprovemewrongand

youstay.Ibroughtalottoyourlife,Iintroduced

youtosomeonewhotookwhatwasmost

importanttoyouandyoualmostlostyourlife

becauseofme.Itsfunnyhowwe'veonlybeen



togetherforjustayearbutwe'vebeenthrough

somuchandourlovehasbeentestedinevery

waypossible.Iwantyoutobehappy,Iwantyou

tomakemyhouseahome,forustoraiseour

childrentogetherandbeahappyfamily.Iknow

withyouIgotthat,IloveyouMaHlase.Ireally

doloveyouandnevereverforgetthat.

IwasalreadysoemotionalandIwascrying.He

reallydidbuymetheringIwantedalltheway

fromRussia,I'msureitmusthavecosthima

fortune.Heisn'tthetypethatsaysromantic

thingsandwritespoemsformeandcomesup

withromanticgesturesandeverytimehedoes

it,itreallytouchesmyheartbecauseIknowit

comesfromdeepdownhisheart.Yesthisman

hasputmethroughalotbutthatdoesn't

changethewayIfeelabouthim.Ilovehimand

thatwillneverchange.Heistheoneformeand

tothinkthatIoncedelayedthingsbetweenus

andthoughtI'dneverbewithhim,thatwasso



stupidofme.Thismanlovesme.AndIam

indeedtheluckiestwomanonearth.

Me:I'llneverforgetit.IloveyoutooMrMkhize.

Youmakemethehappiestwomanalive.You

careformelikenoothermanhas,youloveme

andyoustandbymeatalltimes.We'vebeen

throughalot,Ilostmyparentsalongtheway

andyouwerethereforme,youtaughtmetoits

okaynotbeokay,Iwasalwaysindependentand

didn'twanttobevulnerablebutyoutookme

andputmeintoyourlovingarmsandIfeltsafe

withyou.IfelttheloveyouhaveformeandI

stilldofeeliteachandeveryday.I'llneverleave

you,we'reinthistogether.We'reinthisforever.

YoudoneedtopromisemeonethingMkhize

Nkosi:Whichis?Whateveritis,Ipromise.

Me:IfIsaidpromiseyou'llletmegoifIwanted

toleaveyou?Youpromise?

Hequicklystoodupandlookedsohurtand



worried.Hewaswalkingaroundtheroomand

stoodbythewindow.Iwantedtolaughathim

butitstillfeltgoodtoseehimlikethat.

Nkosi:Icannotpromiseyouthat.Idon'tthinkI'll

beabletoletyouleaveme.

Me:Iwasjustjokingbabe,nowcomesitnextto

me.Imissbeinginyourarms

Nkosi:Youwerereallyjokingright?Youdon't

wanttoleaveme?

Me:Iwasjoking,nowcomebeforeIchangemy

mind.

HelaidnexttomeandIputmyheadonhis

chestandhekeptonkissingmyforehead.

Me:Putmyringon

Nkosi:Oh,Iforgotaboutthat.

Heputitonandit'sreallybeautifulandheavy.

I'mmoreinlovewithitnowthatit'sonmy

fingers.



Nkosi:Whatdidyouwantmetopromiseyou?

Me:Thatyou'llstopshuttingmeout.Stop

pushingmeawayNkosinathi

Nkosi:I'lltry

Me:Don'ttry...Juststopplease.Ithurtsme,

alot.

Nkosi:I'msorry

Wekissedforawhileandhadaboner,hekept

onsqueezingmyboobsanditwasreallypainful

Me:Stop,itspainful.

Nkosi:Itswet,evenyourshirtiswet.

Me:Itsthemilk,Ineedtogetbreastpads.My

boobsarefullofmik,pleasegetLisa.

Nkosi:I'llbeback.

Hewentoutforafewminutesandcameback

withher.Shehasaloudsqueekycryandits

defeaning.



Me:Sssh,don'tcrynow.Mommy'sgoingto

feedyoujustnow.Passmethenappyplease

Nkosi:Okay,whereisit?

Me:Inthatbag,babywipestoo.

HegotthemformeandwatchedmeasI

changedhernappy.Heissofascinatedabout

thisyoucouldseeitinhiseyes.Itookoutmy

leftboobandfedLisa.

Nkosi:Itshuge,itseemslikeitsgainedweight.

Me:You'reveryweird,youjustsaythemost

stupidthingsever.

IgotanSMSfromNdiphiweandshehadsent

metheaddressoftheKgomo's.Ishoweditto

Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Willyoubeokay?I'llcalltheothersto

comesitwithyouherewhilewe'rebusywiththe

gents.

Me:Okaybabe,i'llmissyou.



Nkosi:Doyouwantmetostay,wecandothis

anothertime?

Me:Nonobabe,youneedtoworkongetting

oursonhome.

Nkosi:I'llseeyouatsupper.

EmihlebargedinandNkosileft.Shesatnextto

me

Emihle:CanIholdthebaby?

Me:Okay,situpstraightandI'llshowyouhow

toholdher.

Emihle:She'sbeautifulmom.WasIthissmall

whenIwasherage?

Me:Yes,youweresmaller.Iwasafraidtoeven

holdyoubecauseIthoughtyou'dslipandfall.

Emihle:Whenwillshebeabletotalk?Whenwill

shewalk?Iwanttoplaydollyhousewithher.

Me:Youhavetowaitforafewmonths.She's

onlyjustadayold.Youknowwhat'sthedate



today?

Emihle:The12thofJanuary

Me:Nowthat'sherbirthday.Nextyear,onthe

12thofJanuaryshe'llbeayearold.

Emihle:She'llgrowupandhavenofrontteeth

likeme?

Me:Yourswillgrowsoontoo.You'reloosing

yourbabyteethandgettingnewstrongteeth

Emihle:Liketheonesdaddyhas?Theyare

strong

Me:Yesjustlikedaddies

Emihle:DaddytoldmeIhavealittlebrother,

whereishe?

Me:Withafamilythat'stakingcareofhim.He'll

behomesoon,you'llalsogettoplaywithhim.

Emihle:I'mexcited!AtleastI'llhavesomeoneto

playwith.I'llbethebestbigsisterever!Gogo

toldmethatIshouldmakeajerseyfor



Lisakhanya.She'llteachmehowtomakeit.

Me:That'sgreat.Whenyouknowhowtomake

it.You'llteachmetoo?

Emihle:YesIwill.

WestayedandbondedforawhileandZee

cametocallustogodownstairsforsupper.

ShehelpedmeupandcarriedLisawhileI

walkedslowlytothedinningroom.TheKing

tookLisaandwesatdown.Theguysweren't

here,itextedNkosiaskingwherehewas

"We'llbelateforsupper...Betherein30mins"

heresponded

MaQ:Wherearetheseboys?

Me:They'llbebackin30,there'ssomething

theyneededtosortout.

Wedishedupandsaidgrace.Theyopenedthe

doorandbargedin,Iguesstheycameback

soonerthanexpected.Nkosinathilookedatme



andsmiled

Nkosi:Wefoundhim,weknowwhereheis.

Ismiledandheldhishand.Hehadthebiggest

smileonhisface.HeisreallyhappyandI'm

happytook.Todayourlittleprincess,

LisakhanyaSabelosababakheMkhizecame

withblessings.
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Afewweekshavepassedand

Sabelosababakheisnowamonthold.Sheis

thecutestbabyI'veeverseenandyoualways

justwanttocarryherandbearoundher.Her

fatherissoattachedtoherheevendidn'tgoto



workfortwoweeks,thatwasalsoanexcuse

forEmihlenotgoingtoschool.Shesaidshe's

babysittingthereforeshewon'tattendschool.

Shedoesn'tdosleepoversonweekendslike

shedidbefore,she'salwaysbondingwithher

littlesisterandplayingdollyhouseandIhaveto

speakforLisaandplaywithher.I'velostsome

ofmybabyweightbutmythighsandhipsjust

won'tgobacktonormal.Mystomachisflat

now,youwouldn'tsayIwaspregnantjusta

monthago.Nkosinathijustwaitedforaweek

andafterthathewasonmeandrippingmy

poorvirgina.Itfeltgoodtohavehiminsideof

meagainthoughIwasabittightanditfeltlike

hewassobiginsideofme.We'vebeenhappy,

reallyhappybutthere'salwayssomething

missinginhimandItrymakinghimfeelbetter.

Thesituationwithhissonistarringhimapart

andeachdaythatgoesbyisadaywastedfrom

themgettingtoknoweachotherandbe

together.Theyfoundhimandthenextmorning



theywenttoFreeStateyettheywerenot

allowedtoseeKwenzokuhle.Theymetwiththe

Kgomo'sintroducedthemselvesanddiscussed

theissueyettheKgomo'smadetheirdecision

andtheywerenotgoingtoallowNkosinathito

takehimnorevenjustseehim.Hecouldn't

evenseeapictureofhisson.Ialways

wonderedifhe'sgoingthroughallthistrouble

onlytofindoutthatit'snothis.Thatwould

literallybreakhisheartandIknowhewould

hurtNdiphiweineverywaypossible,he

wouldn'thesitatetojustkillher.TheKgomo's

tookhimtocourtandNkosinathihadthebest

lawyersathandanditwasdecidedthathe'dbe

allowedtoseethebabyandhewillspenda

weekendhereandgobacktoFreeStateuntil

thecourthasfinallyreachedafinaldecision.

TheytookbloodfrombothKwenzokuhleand

NkosinathiforaDNAtestandalsotook

Ndiphiwe'sandwewillgettheresultsonthe

nextcourtdate.Nkosinathiapologizedto



NdiphiweandIwastheretoo.ItwassincereI

evenshedafewtears.Sheacceptedhis

apologybutthatdidn'tmeanshehasforgotten

andwouldjustgetoverherfearforhim.At

leasthehasapologizedanditwillhelpherheal

andbeabletofullyforgiveandforget.Asweird

asitmightbe,NdiphiweandIgetalongvery

well.Wenotbestiebestieorbuddybuddykind

ofthingbutwe'recivilwitheachotherandwe

talkmore.AfterLisahadcriedaround3amand

wewokeup,Nkosinathicouldn'tsleepanymore

andIdid.I'mverylucky,myhusbandisnota

deepsleeperhesometimesstaysupwithLisa

whenshejustdecidesshe'snotgoingtosleep

whileI'mverytiredandsleepy.IwakeupwhenI

havetobreastfeedher.Shedoesn'tdrink

formulamilkatall,whenItriedfeedingittoher

shejustcriedsoloudanddidn'tevenswallowit.

Iwokeuptodayandtheyweren'tinbedwith

Nkosinathi.Itookashower,gotdressedand

wentdownstairs,Nkosinathiwasalready



dressedinasuitandhelookedawaytoformal.

Iknowtodayisabigdayforhimbutwhowears

asuitwhentheyaremeetingtheirlittlesonfor

thefirsttime.

Me:Asuit?ReallyNkosinathi

Nkosi:WhatshouldIwearthan?

HekissedmycheekandhandedoverLisato

me.Shehadalreadybathed,ItaughtNkosinathi

howtobatheherandchangehernappyandhe

hasbecomeanexpertinit.

Me:Changeintosomethingcomfortable,likea

golfT-shirtandjeansoratracksuitpantsor

something.Justnotasuit,whatifhewantsto

goplayattheparkorevenhereoutside,you'll

playinasuit?

Nkosi:No

Me:Gochangepleasebeforeyouhavetoleave.

He'llbearrivingattheairportsoon.



Hecamewithoneofthesocialworkers

appointedbythecourtandshe'llbegoingback

afterNkosihaspickedhimup.ImadesureI

broughteverythinghe'llneedandmore.We

havealreadyfixedhisroomforhimand

Nkosinathiboughthimsomanytoys,clothes,

sneakersandabicycle.

Hehasbeensoexcitedhecouldn'tevenwait

forthisdaytoarriveandI'msureitwillbevery

sadwhenhehastoleaveonSunday.Youcan

seeitallonNkosinathi'sface,heissonervous

andIamtoo.Afterafewminuteshecame

downstairsandlookedgoodandcomfortable.

Nkosi:Ihavetogonow,I'llbebacksoon.

Me:I'msureNdiphiwewillbeheresoon.Good

luck

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

IwalkedhimtothedoorandNdiphiwewas



abouttoknock.Shegotalittlefrightwhenwe

openedandgreeted

Me:Heygirl,comein.Nkosinathiwasjust

leaving

Ndiphiwe:Howareyou?

Me:I'mokay,I'msureyoumustbeverynervous

Ndiphiwe:Ihaven'tevenslept.Ifeellikeit'sall

justadream.MayIhavewaterplease?

Me:Inthefridge,makeyourselfcomfortable.

IsatdownandfeedLisa,shewasgetting

sleepy.Afterafewminutesshewasfastasleep

andIputherinherbabycot.Iwenttothe

kitchenandpreparedsomefood.WhenEmihle

comesbackfromschoolshe'llgettomeether

littlebrotherandI'msureitwillbechaotic.

Ndiphiwewassonervousshecouldn'teven

holdthebottleofwaterproperly.

Me:Haveitwithgarlic,itwillhelpwiththe



nerves.

Ndiphiwe:Yousure?IhategarlicbutI'llhaveit

anyways.Ineedtocalmdown,evenmyarmpits

aresweating.

Me:Itusuallyhelpsme.You'llbefine,justrelax.

Everythingwillbeokay.

WewatchedTVforawhileandheard

Nkosinathi'scarpullover.

Me:Ready?

Ndiphiwe:Yes,yesIam.

Nkosinathiopenedthedoorcarryingasmall

backandhewasfollowedbyaminiNkosinathi.

Ilookedathimandlookedatthechild.Theyare

completelyidentical,wedon'tevenneedDNA

results.Theirresemblancesaysitall.Hewas

standingbehindNkosinathilikehewashiding.

Nkosinathipickedhimupandhelookedvery

worriesonhisface.Iwonderifeverythingis

okay,Ndiphiwewasalreadycryinganditwas



indeedanemotionalmoment

Nkosi:Zuko,thisisyourmomandthisisyour

momtoo.

Zuko?WhyishecallinghimZuko?Isn'this

nameKwenzokuhle.

Henoddedandwhisperedsomethingin

Nkosinathi'sears,Nkosilaughedandnodded.

Heputhimdownandhecametome

Me:Helloboy,youlookbigandstrong.

Ijustdidn'tevenknowwhattosaytohim,

sayinghelooksbigandstrongweretheonly

thingsthatcameupinmymind.Ihuggedhim

andheseemedfrightened.Iguesshe'sshy

becausehe'snotusedtous.Hewentonto

Ndiphiweandsheintroducedherselfashisreal

mother.Theysatdowntogetherandspoke,

Ndiphiwecalmedherselfdownandstopped

crying.

Me:I'llgetyouguyssomethingtoeat.Boydo



youlikehotdogs?

IjustcallhimboybecausebecauseIdon't

knowwhetherheisfamiliarwiththe

KwenzokuhlenameandI'malsonotfamiliar

withtheZukoname.

Kwenzo:Whatisthatmama?

Itfeltsorightwhenhesaidmamatome,Idon't

knowwhybuttearsjustdropped.IguessSiya

wasright,itfeelssonaturalandoverwhelming.

Ismiledandresponded

Me:I'llmakeyouhotdogsandwe'llseeifyou

lovethemornot.

Thechildisthreeyearsoldandhedoesn'tknow

whatahotdogis?Nkosinathifollowedmeto

thekitchen

Nkosi:Something'snotright,Icanfeelit.

Me:Why?Whatisit?

Nkosi:Heseemssoscared,sofrightened.



WhenIheldhimthefirsttimeheliterallyfroze

andhidbehindthesocialworker.Something's

wrong.

Me:Maybehe'sjustshyandhewasscaredof

you.ItwashisfirsttimeseeingyouNkosinathi

sosurelyhe'dbefrightened.Andmaybehe's

justaquiet,shylittleboy.Justgivehimtimeto

adjustandletloose.Hedoesn'tseemlikehe's

scaredanymore.

Nkosi:WhenyoutouchhimNaye,hegets

scared,sheshakes.NayeI'mnotoverthinking

this,don'tlookatmelikethat.

Me:Likehow?I'mnotlookingatyouinanykind

ofway.

Nkosi:You'relookingatmeasofI'mcrazy.

Me:What'scrazyishowidenticalyouguyslook.

Helooksjustlikeyou,whenwillyourfamily

comeseehim?

Nkosi:Theyweregoingtocometomorrowbut



I'llcallthemandtellthemnotto.Ifeellikehe

stillneedstogetusedtous.Hemightfeel

scaredwitheveryonethereandthey'llallwant

toseehim.Itmightbetoomuchforhim.

Me:Iunderstand.I'lllookintowhatyou're

saying.Nowcalmdownandenjoyyourtime

withhim

Nkosi:Okaybabe.I'mjustworriedabouthim,

where'smylittleone?

Me:She'ssleeping.Helpmewiththattray.

Wetookthefoodandputitonthetable.

Kwenzo:Pleasehelpmeeatmama

Hesaidthatwhilehewaslookingatmeand

Ndiphiwerespondedandtookhisfood.This

"mama"situationwillbeconfusing.Heate

slowlyandhesmiled

Kwenzo:Ittastesgood

HeateitallandImadehimanotherone,heate



itandfinishedit.Hewantedmore,hemustbe

reallyhungry.NdiphiweheldhishandandI

noticedwhatNkositalkedabout.Hejustfroze

andlookedatme,iturnedandlookedat

Nkosinathi.Ididn'twanttoputmymindmuch

toit.Lisabrokethesilencewithherloud

squeekyIrushedtoherandcarriedher

Me:I'mgoingtochangehernappy,I'llbeback.I

wentupstairsandchangedhernappythanfed

her.Aftermakingherburpwewentdownstairs

againandKwenzowantedtoseeher.Ilaidher

onthecouchandheplayedwithherlittlehand.

Me:WhyishecalledZuko?

Nkosi:That'sthenameheknows,theynamed

himLuzuko.It'sevenonhisbirthcertificate,

LuzukoKgomo.

Me:Ohokay.Heatealot

Nkosi:Let'sgotothekitchen

WewentthereandIsatonthekitchencounter.



Nkosi:Yourthighs

Me:Whataboutthem?

Nkosi:They'rearesexy.Icannotconcentrate.

Didyouseehowhefroze?Whenheeats,he

eatslikeJesbeenstarvedfordays.Somethings

notright,Ineedtotalktohim.

Me:Doitlater,heseemstobeenjoyinghimself

fornow.

Emihlecamerunninginandwentstraightto

KwenzokuhleandLisa

Emihle:Youmustbemybrother!

TheyhuggedandKwenzolookedconfusedat

first,hestoodupandIrealizedhe'stall.He

talksabitslowlythough,Iguesshe'slike

Mayibongweorisitbecausehe'sstillvery

young.Someofhiswordsarefunny.Theyran

totheroomandtheyplayedforhoursand

hours.IntheeveningNdiphiwewenttosayher

goodbyesbutshe'llbebacktomorrow.She's



goingtobehereallthetimeandgohomeinthe

evenings.Iwalkedheroutandwestoodfora

while.

Me:Didyounoticesomethingoffabout

Kwenzokuhle?

Ndiphiwe:Odd?

Me:Yes.Somethingweirdabouthim?

Ndiphiwe:No.Why?Whatdidyounotice?

Ilookedatherandshewascompletelyclueless.

Howcanshenotnoticeanything?

Me:Nonothing,maybeitsbecauseI'mnotused

tohim.Maybehe'sawkwardlyshy

Ndiphiwe:Mycabishere,goodbye.You'llget

usedtohim,IwasalsoshywhenIwashisage.

He'sstillakid,itswhatweallgothrough.

Me:Yes,you'reright.

IorderedPizzaforsupperanditcameaftera

fewminutes.



Me:Kids!!Supperisready

Theycamerunningdownthestairs.

Nkosi:There'llbealotofrunninginthishouse.

Whenhemovesinherewe'llneedtomovetheir

roomsdownstairs,Idon'twantthemtohurt

themselves.ImaginethechaosonceLisacan

walk.

Me:Itwillbeverychaotic.Comeeat

Kwenzo:Whatisthismama?

Me:ItsPizza,tasteit.Ittastesreallygood.

Heateitandkeptonnoddinghisheadandate

more.Youcouldseethatitsreallyaffecting

Nkosi.I'lltalktoKwenzooncewe'redonewith

supper.TheyateandIwasbathingLisa.AfterI

wasdoneIgaveNkosithebabyandwentto

washthedishes.Thehelpersdon'tstayover

anymorebutonceIgobacktoworkI'llneeda

nanny.I'llstopdoingnightshiftsandwillwork

duringthedayonly.I'llchangemydayoffto



FridaysoIcanhaveanextendedweekend

whichgivesmemoretimetospendwiththe

kidsanddomorethingslikeoutdooractivities

forKwenzo,heseemsasifhedoesn'tknow

manythingssoI'llmakesurehegetseverything

heneedsandhaveaperfectgoodchildhood

likeanyotherchildren.NkosisaidtheKgomo

familyseemedprivilegedandtheywerewelloff,

Idon'tunderstandwhythechilddoesn'tknow

simplethingssuchahotdogsandpizza.Ijust

failtounderstandormaybetheyatevegetables

only.Iwentbacktotheloungeandsatnextto

Kwenzo

Me:Emihle,youneedtogobathnowandyou'll

comebackfordesertthansleepokay?

Emihle:Yesmom.I'llbebackZuko

Me:ComecloserZuko,doyoumisshome?

Heshookhishead,Iguessthat'sano.

Me:Why?Youdon'tmissmomandDad?



Kwenzo:No.Idon'tmissthem.Ilovepizza

Me:You'regoingtohavemoretomorrow,let's

gohelpyoubath.Canyoubathyourself?

Kwenzo:No

IcarriedhimandNkosifollowedmewithLisa.I

puthimonthebedandtookofhisclothes

Me:You'rewearingsomanyclothes,it'snot

evencold

Nkosi:Maybeitwascoldwhenhelefthome.

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIwasseeing.Hisbody

wasfullofmarksscars,no,no,nothiscan'tbe.

He'sjustathreeyearold.Whocouldbeatupa

threeyearoldwithasjambok?Theseare

definitelysjambokmarks,somewereoldand

somewerestillfresh.

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Yesmylove

Me:Comeseethis.



IwasalreadycryingandKwenzokuhlelooked

downandrubbedhispalmstogether,hedoes

thistoo?Justlikehisfather.Nkosilookedso

angry,heputLisaonhercotandheldKwenzo.

Nkosi:Dotheyhityou?

HelookeddownandheldontoNkosiashe

startedtocry

Kwenzo:YesDad,theyhitme.

ThisisthefirsttimehecallshimDad,hewas

holdingontoNkosinathiandyoucouldseein

Nkosi'seyesthathewaslivid!Hewasbeyond

beingangry,hewascrushed.

Nkosi:Itsgoingtobefine.You'renevergoing

backthere.They'llpayforit.

IfeelsorryfortheKgomo's,they'vemessed

withthewrongman.Hemeanswhathejust

said.Theywillpayforthis.
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Kwenzokuhlespentthewholeweekendwithus,

itwassomuchfunandweallbondedandgot

alongwell.Heissuchasmartenergeticboy

whohastoomanyquestionsandheisnotshy

aswethought.Hehasbroughtthesparkleback

inNkosinathi'seyesandheisindeedveryhappy

again.Wedecidedtoletthingsrestforthe

weekendandwe'lldealwiththismatteronce

wegotocourt,whichistoday.Hehasn'tbeen

okaytodayandhehasalotinhismind.

PicturesweretakenofKwenzokuhle'sbodyand

Bongatookittohislawfirm,heispersonally

workingonthiswiththehelpofNtokozoand

Sneh.Hehasbeenreallystressedbecausethey



toldusitisaveryhardcaseduetothat

Ndiphiwewastheonewholeftthechildatthe

doorstep.ButwiththisevidencewehaveIhope

allwillbewell.

Me:Breakfastisready!!Don'trunplease!

Iknowtheywon'tevenlistentome,runningis

intheirblood.Theycamedownstairsand

diggedin.Nkosinathicametothekitchenwith

Lisakhanya.Mybabyhasgrownsomuchand

hercheeksarechubbier.Speakingofwhich,

Ntokozogavebirth.Itwasearlierthanexpected

butshegavebirthtoahealthybabyboythis

weekendandhe'snameisSiqalo.He'ssucha

handsomebabyboyandhelookslikehe's

daddy.Nkosinathiheldmyhandandlookedat

me.Thosearesomeoftheconversationswe

havelatelyyettherearenowordsspoken.He

justholdsmyhandandlooksatme.Ijust

alwayssqueezeitandnodd.Ineverknowwhat

I'mnoddingtobutmaybehejustneedsmeand



forassurance,formorestrengthandforhimto

knowthatI'mwithhim.

Me:Wannaeat?

Nkosi:Nothanks,I'lljusthaveyoghurt.

Me:Youdon'tlikeyoghurt.

Nkosi:Justfeellikeeatingit,maybeIwon't

evenbeabletofinishthesmalltub.Inodded

andwenttositdownsoIcanfeedLisa,she

suckesmyboobstilltheyareso.Shehasthis

thingofbitingmeandlaughs.Nkosinathi

enjoysseeingmesufferfromthepaincaused

byhischild.Hesaysshe'sshowingmelove.It's

truewhentheysay"Ukuzalaukuzelula"Thetwo

mouses,EmihleandZukohaveeatenandmade

thetablesodirtyandthere'sbitsandpiecesof

foodonthefloor!Ineedtogetasmallplastic

tableforthembecausecleaningthisglasstable

isn'tanyfun.Itgetsbetterwhenthecleaners

arehereandIdon'thavetocleanup.



Me:Emihle!Zuko!Timetobath.

Zuko:Comingmommy!

Theywantedtheirroomstobecombined,

Nkosinathimadesuretheygotwhatthey

wantedanditisahugeroomwithtwosidesto

it;thegirlyallpinkandprincessysideandthe

blueandsuperherosside.Theytookabathand

Ipickedoutclothesforthem.IhelpedKwenzo

getdressedandbrushhe'steeth.

Kwenzo:AmIgoingbacktoMmemama?

Me:Idon'tknowmyson.

Kwenzo:Idon'twanttogoback.Hestarted

cryingandIheldhim.

Me:Sssh,don'tcry.Youwon'tgoback,I

promise.Daddywilltakecareofit.

NkosinathiwalkedinwithEmihlewalking

behindhimandhewascarryingLisa.

Nkosi:What'sgoingonhere?



Me:He'scrying,hedoesn'twanttogoback.

Nkosi:Hewon't.He'smineandheisn'tgoing

anywhere.

Emihle:Makesurehedoesn'tgodaddy,Ilove

havinghimaround.He'smynewbestfriendand

mycrazylittlebrother.

KwenzolaughedandtheyrantotheTVroom.

Me:Myhusband

Nkosi:Mywife

Hekissedmeandheldmywaistwithhisone

freehand.He'sholdingLisawiththeotherin

suchaweirdway.Hedoesn'tknowhowtocarry

herproperlyandIalwayslaughathim.

Me:Wehavetogonow.

Nkosi:I'llgoputthebabycarseatinthecar.

We'reusingtheJaguartoday.Iwasthinking,we

shouldbuymorefamilycars.Ourfamilyis

growing



Me:Butyouhavemanycars,bigenoughforall

ofus.

Nkosi:Itwon'tbeenoughfortheeightmore

thatwe'restillgoingtohave.

Me:Goodluckonthat.

HelaughedatmeandhandedoverLisa.Iwent

totakemybagandcalledthekidssowecan

getgoingbuttheybothdidn'tcomedownstairs

Me:Emihle!Kwenzokuhle!Come,we'regoingto

belate.

TherewassilenceandIwenttotheTVroom

buttheywerenotthere.Ilookedintheirroom

buttheywerestillnotthere.

Me:KwenzokuhleandEmihleMkhize!I'mnot

playinghideandseekwithyou.Comehereright

now!

Thesechildrenwilldrivemecrazy,howcanthey

pullsuchastuntonmewhenweneedtogo.



We'regoingtobelate.Nkosicameandlooked

atme,hewasannoyed.Hehatesbeinglatebut

itsnotmyfaultthistime.

Nkosi:Whyareyoutakingsolong?Andyou're

notevendoinganything,you'rejuststanding

here.

Me:It'syourkids,they'vedisappeared.

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumeandisappeared?Why

didn'tyoucallmesooner!No,nothiscan'tbe.

I'llcallMphowe'llbeofftoHQ.Howdidthis

happen?

Hewasnowpanickingandmovingaroundthe

house.Couldn'thelpbutlaughathimandhe

lookedatmelikeIwasbeingstupid

Me:CalmdownMkhize.MaybeIshouldn'thave

usedtheword"disappeared"Theyare

somewherearoundthishouse,hidingbecause

theydon'twantKwenzotoleave.

Nkosi:Oh,thesekids.Emihle,Kwenzo!Come



here!

Therewasjustsilenceandtheydidn'tcome.We

startedlookingforthemandNkosifoundthem

intheircloset,sleepingpeacefullyontopofall

theirclothes.Ithinktheytriedtohide

themselvesinthepileofclothestheymessed

up.

Nkosi:Theylooksocute.I'llcarrythemtothe

car,weneedtogo.Hepickedthemupandwe

walkedtothecar.IputLisaonhercarseatand

strappedthemwiththeirseatbeltsandsatin

betweenthem.Nkosidrovetocourtandthere

wasjustalotofsilenceinthecar.Thetwo

naughtyrascalswokeupjustaswearrivedin

court.

Me:Didyougetsecurity?Idon'twantthemedia

allovermychildren

Nkosi:Don'tworry,itsbeensortedout.I'llcarry

thesetwosotheywon'tbestumblinginthat



crowd.Iwonderwhatthepressisdoinghere.

Me:Whereverthere'sMrMkhize,theyarethere

too.Plusthiswillmakehugesalesontheir

papers.

Nkosi:I'llcomeovertoyourdoorandhelpyou.

HecamearoundandIhandedoverEmihleand

Kwenzotohimandhecarriedthem.ItookLisa

andcoveredherwithafleeceblanketandthen

cameout.Thereweremanycamerasandwhat

caughtmyeyewasNdiphiwestandinginfront

ofthecamerashavinganinterview.

Me:Didyouseethat?

Nkosi:Boneswillsortitout.

Bonesisoneofthebodyguard,hewasgoingto

NdiphiweandIwasjustpissedoff.Howcan

shedothat?Howdidtheyevenknowshe's

involvedinthis.Themediadoesn'tneedto

knowaboutourpersonalthingsandsheis

beingtheirsourceofinformation.Ihopeshe



hasn'ttakenanymoneyfromthem,these

peoplegowayoutjusttogetafullstory,even

creatingliesiswhattheyareverygoodat.I

don'tunderminenordescriminatejournalists

butfrommypointofview,Iwouldn'twantto

getpaidformindingotherpeople'sbusiness's.

Wefinallygotinsideandtookourseats.There

waslesscamera'sinhereandtheKgomo's

cameinwiththeirlawyers.IsawNkosinathi

clenchinghisjawandfists.

Me:Calmdown,thisisnottimeorplacetodo

anythingstupid.

Nkosi:Theybeatupmychild!Ijustfeellike

killingthemrightnow.

Me:Andwhowillfatherourchildrenwhen

you'restuckinjail!Don'tupsetmeMkhize,don't.

Nkosi:You'resosexywhenyou'reangryatme.

Ismiledandjustignoredhim.Hecanbeso

annoyingsometimesandhedoesn'teventhink



beforeheacts.Heshouldwaittilltrailisover

andhe'llbeabletogethisrevenge.Idoalso

wanteeKgomo'stosuffer,whattheydidtomy

sonisunacceptable.Butwehavetobesmart

aboutitanditshouldn'tcomebacktous.

Bongaandcameinfollowedbyotherlawyers

andIspottedSnehandNtokozotoo.Trail

startedanditwastough,Ididn'tevenhaveany

cluewhowillwinthiscasebecausebothBonga

andthisotherlawyerwerejustsostrong.Alot

wassaidandtherewasalotofevidenceand

weweretoldthatwewillgetthejudges

decisionafteranhour.Bonga,Snehand

Ntokozocametous.

Bonga:Howareyoufeeling?

Nkosi:Idon'tknowman,Ihonestlydon'tknow

Bonga:Don'tworry,we'llwinthiscase.

Sneh:Trusthimwhenhesaysthat.Weputitin

alotofhardworkintoit.It'sdefinitelygoingto



payoff.

Ntokozo:LittleLisa,hellomyangel.

ShetookLisaandtheothertworascalsjust

seemedsoboredandKwenzowasquiet.Its

weirdtoseehimlikethisnowbecauseInow

knowhowtalkactiveheis.Ndiphiwewas

seatingnexttohimandpattinghisshoulders.

Theydohavealittleresemblance.

Emihle:Whenarewegoinghome?

Me:Soonmybaby

Emihle:We'llgohomewithKwenzo?

Me:Yes

Emihle:Promiseme.

Me:Ipromise.

Afteranhourthejudgecamebackandwewere

abouttohearhisdecision.Weallroseand

awaited.



Judge:IhaveheardbothsidesandIhavecome

toadecisionthatwillbenefitbothfamiliesand

thechild.MrMkhizehaswonfullcustodyover

hissonLuzukoKgomo.

IwassohappyandNkosinathiheldmyhand

andseemedveryhappy.Thankgod,ourprayers

havebeenanswered.Kwenzoiscominghome

withusandwe'llbeahappyfamily.I'lldefinitely

orderpizzatonight.Helovesitsomuchand

we'llhavingapartywelcominghimhome.I'm

soexcited!MmeKgomowascryingandIdidn't

evenfeelsorryforher.She'scryingcrocodile

tears.Sheknowsexactlyhowshehastreated

Judge:But,Ihavealsodecidedthatfromtoday

tillMondaynextweek,Hewillspendthisweek

intheFreeStatewiththeKgomofamily.Court

dismissed!

Nkosi:That'sbullshit!Mychildisnotgoing

anywherewiththosepeople!



Bonga:CalmdownNkosinathi.

OneofthesocialworkerscametotakeKwenzo

Me:No,youcannot.You'renottakingmybaby!

Her:I'msorrymam,butIhaveto.He'llbeback

inaweek

Me:No!He'snotgoinganywhere!

IwascryingandholdingontoKwenzo.Hewas

alsocryingoutloudandholdingontome.Mr

Kgomohasasmirkonhisfaceanditwas

quicklywipedoffwhenNkosithrewapunch

rightonhiseye.Bongaheldhimbackandhe

wasbeyondbeingangry.It'sthefirsttimeI'm

seeinghimthiswayandIdonotevenknow

whattodo.

Kwenzo:Don'tleavememom.

Ndiphiwewasalsocryingandcausingascene.

Shewasliterallyrollingherselfonthefloor.

Sneh:She'stoodramatic.That'sjustallanact



Ntoko:Maybeshe'shurt.Butitdoesseem

overplayed.

Nkosi:Lethimgo.

Emihle:Dadno!Momyoupromisedme.

Me:Iknowmychild.

Nkosi:Bones,makesureyousend5bodyguards

withhim.Mam,domakesureyou'rewiththem

atalltimes.TheKgomo'sareabusers,they

shouldnotlayahandonmychildoryou'llbesix

feetundergroundbythetimeIgetthere.Mfana

kababa,comehere.

Hewenttohisfatherandhecarriedhimand

theyhuggedforawhile.

Nkosi:You'reastrongmanright?

Kwenzo:Iamstrongjustlikeyoudaddy.

Nkosi:Good,nowIneedyoutobestrongand

beagoodkid.You'llleavewiththesocial

workerandyou'llgototheairport.We'llbethere



toojustabitafteryouarriveokay?

Kwenzo:Idon'twanttobewithMmeandNtate

Me:Youwon't,thosetwowillgobacktoFSwith

whattheycameherewith.Iloveyou

Kwenzo:IloveyoutooDad

Sneh:I'llgowithhim,justsohecangowith

someonehe'sfamiliarwith.

Nkosi:Thankyou,thankyou.

Emihle:I'malsogoingwithhim.

Me:We'llbewithyoushortly.Weallsteppedout

ofthecourtroomandwentdifferentways.The

mediawasalsopartingandgoingtheirown

directionasIstrappedLisaintohercarseat.

Nkosi:BongaIneedyoutogotoHQandbring

mytools.

Bonga:Yourtools?Nkosinathi,thinkaboutthis.

Nkosi:Doit.I'vethoughtaboutitlongandhard.



Iwonderwhattoolsishetalkingabout.He's

toneisdangerous,he'sangryandwe'realljust

listeningtohimashe'smakinghiscommands

andwedoashesays.There'sthisthingabout

himthat'ssodemanding,filledwithsomuch

angeranddignityandhe'sjustdamnsexyand

it'smakingmewet.Naye!Thisisnotagood

timeforyoutobehorny.

Nkosi:Ntokozo,callyourhusbandandtellhim

toheadtotheairportwiththeothers.Wehave

worktodo.Naye,getinthecar.

Wealldidashesaidandhedroveoff.Ijust

stayedthereinsilencewithmyhornyarseand

watchedhimasheclenchedhisjaw.Wegot

homeandwentinsidethehouse.IfedLisa

whilehewasonthephonewithhisfather.

Apparentlywewerealloversocialmediaanda

videoofhimpunchingNtateKgomo.

Nkosi:GeteverythingLisawillneed.Therest

willbesortedoutwhenwegetthere.



Me:Wherewillweevenstay?Wehavenohouse

inFreeState.

Nkosi:Itsbeensorted,we'llhaveahousewhen

wegetthere.Hurry,wedon'thavemuchtime.

HekissedmeandtookLisa.Damn,Ilovedthat

kissanditturnedmeonevenmore.Thisman

hassomethingoverme.Ijustlovehimandhow

hemakesmefeel.Idon'tknowwhathe'splan

isbutIchoosetotrusthimandtrustthat

everythingwillworkout.He'llbringourson

home.We'llbeahappyfamilyonceagain.
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Everythingthathasbeenhappeninghasbeen

affectingNayebutshenevershowsit.She'sa

strongwomanandIlovethataboutherbutI

sometimesdon'tlikehowshekeepseverything

inside.ShetaughtmenottodoitsoIdon'tlike

itwhenshedoesit.Iloveandappreciatehow

sherespectsmeandhasletmetakedecisions

towardsthismatterwithoutquestioningme.

Shehasbeensupportiveandhasmadesure

thatourchildrenarehappy,Kwenzoiswithus

andhe'snotgoinganywherewithoutmebeing

there.TheflightwasabittoolongthanI

anticipatedandmywifewaspeacefully

sleepingonmyshoulder.Shelookslikeasmall

baby.IcalledmyP.Atocheckifeverythinghad

beensortedoutandeverythingwasokay.

Me:GetthecarssortedJomo



Jomoismy,uhmIdon'tevenknowwhatheis.I

woulddayheismybutlerbuthe'smorethan

that.Let'sjustsayhesortthingsoutwhenI

needthemsorted.Welandedandthecarswere

ready.Icarriedmywifeintothecarandshe

wokeupafterIfastenedherseatbelt.Ikissed

herforeheadandhandedoverLisawhowas

sleepingpeacefully.JomoputEmihleand

Kwenzointothecaranddroveoff.Heknows

wheretotakethemwhiletheguysandIget

working.We'llneedZeesosheisn'tgoingwith

theothers.Wedon'tlikethemworkingwithus

anymorebutweneedherandherskills.

Zee:Can'tIgettosleepfirst?Mylegsarekilling

me

Danny:You'vebeenlikethisforthepastfew

days,yousureyouokay?

Zee:YesIam.

Me:You'llgorestsoon.Wejustneedyouto



sortoutonething.

Zee:Whichis?

Mpho:We'resendingyouovertotheKgomo's.

You'llpretendasifyou'reasocialworkersowe

cangettheKgomo'stothepenthouse.

Zee:Whatfor?Doyouthinkthey'llbelieveme?

Me:TheyaredesperatetoseeZuko,sothey'll

come.They'llpayforwhattheydidtomyson.

Zee:I'llstaywithyouwhenyouatthe

penthouse

Danny:No,youwon't.

Zee:Whatwillyoudo?

Thabo:You'reaskingtoomanyquestions.

Come,youneedtochange.

Zee:Thiswon'twork.They'llknowsomething's

fishy.Whichsocialworkerwouldcomeat10pm?

Lubah:Youhaveapoint,buttheyalsojust



arrivedattheirhousesoyou'llmakeaplanon

whatyousay.

Me:Andifitdoesn'twork,we'lldoitthehard

way.

Zee:I'mnotfeelingwell.I

Shecouldn'tevenfinishhersentence.Shejust

vomitedonDanny'sshoulder.

Me:You'repregnant

Zee:Shutup

Me:CongratulationsDandan

Danny:You'renotevensureaboutthat.She

mightjusthavingaflue

Phila:Trustme,weknow.

Zee:Takemehome.

Danny:Come,Ineedtochangeaswell.

Lyanda:Wedoingitourwaynow.Let'sdropher

off,changeandleave.



Me:Mytoolsareready?

Bonga:Everythingisready.

#Naye

WhenIwokeupIwasalreadyinthecarwith

Lisainmyarms,EmilhleandKwenzokuhlewere

sleepingnexttome.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Jomo:BosssaidIshoulddriveyoutowhere

youwillstay.

ItwasJomo,I'veseenhimafewtimesandI

mustsay.Heisabitscaryespeciallywiththe

scaronhisforehead,itreallyfreaksmeout.We

gottothisbigbeautifulmansionandhehelped

mewiththekids.NangamsoandPhelowere

alreadyhere.TheyhelpedmewithLisa'sbag.

Me:Wherearetheothers?

Phelo:I'msurethey'llgetheresoon.



Me:Andwhendidyouarrivehere?

Phelo:Maybetwohoursbeforeyoudid.

Mayibongwesaidhewasneededbyhisbrother

andhewasn'tleavingmebehindsoIhadto

come.

Nangamso:Whereareyourbags?

Me:Myhusbanddidn'tevengivemetimeto

pack.Hesaidhe'llsortitout.

TheyshowedmetomyroomandIthrew

myselfonthebedandfedLisaeventhoughshe

wasasleep.Thekidswerealreadyintheirroom

sleeping

Me:Howisitthatthekidsareherealready?

Nangamso:Icamewiththem,besidesKhanya.

Shewasgluedtohermom.

Therewerevoicesdownstairsandwewent

there.

Zandy:CananyonetellmewhereonearthwasI



flownoffto??WhereisMpho,MrLebone!

Me:You'remakingnoise.Thekidsaresleeping

Siya:Showmetotheirroom,Ineedtoput

Khanya.

Phelo:WhereisZee?

Sneh:Sheremainedbehindwiththeguys.

Apparentlytheyneededherforsomething

Kamo:Ineedtogetsomethingtodrink.

Me:It'ssolate

Zandy:It'snevertoolatetohaveastrongliquid

inyoursystem.

WesatforawhileandwatchedTVasIwas

havingicecream,myfavoritelately.Rumand

raison,I'mhooked.Ijustloveitsomuch,funny

howIneverlikeditthismuch.

Kamo:Whyareyoueatingitlikethat,you're

evenmoaning.



Me:Itssogood,tasteit.

Bee:Shethinksshe'ssuckingHulk'sdick.

Belinda:Language!Wehavekidshere

ZandyTheyareupstairs,sleepingpeacefully.

Plusyoulovewhatwe'retalkingaboutafteryou

mademewitnesslivepornbetweenyouand

Lubabalo.Thewayhewasgroaning!Thankgod

youhaditallinyourmouth,godknowsI

would'vefaintedifIhadseenit.I'dbe

traumatized

Belindacouldn'tstopblushingandshecovered

hercheeksandeyes.

Me:Wait,whatareyouguystalkingabout?

Zandy:SoBelindatextsmeandsaysIshould

cometoherofficeat10amsowhenthetime

comes,IwalktoherofficeandIopenthedoor.

Bam!!!QueenMab,issuckingherhusbands

dickandheisgroaninglikecrazy.Iquickly

closedthedoor!Ialmosthadaheartattack!



Belinda:Thewayshescreamed!Thewholeof

SheziLogisticsheardherscream.

Phelo:QueenMab?

Zandy:YesQueenMab,motherofhoe's...

RomeoandJuliet??Doesn'tringabell?

Kamo:Noitdoesn't.Ineverevenreadthatbook.

Itwastoocomplicatedandboring.

Siya:Ilovereadingbutthatbookjustdidn'tgive

methatkindofexcitementyougetwhenyou

read.IfellasleepeverytimeIreadit.

Thedooropenedandtheguyscameinfollowed

byZee,shelookedpale.Nkosinathicametome

andkissedmyforeheadthanwentupstairs.

Me:What'swrongwithZee?

Danny:Shethrewup,sheisn'tfeelingwell.

Me:I'llcheckuponher.

Itookmyfirstaidandhandedoverapregnancy

testthenshelookedatmelikeI'mcrazy.



Me:Go.Thebathroomdoorisalreadyopened

Zee:You'recrazy

Shewentthereandstayedforawhile.Toolong

thanshe'ssupposedto

Danny:Babyareyouokay?You'vebeenthere

fortoolong.

Zee:I'mpregnantDanny.

ShewhisperedandDannysmiledandknocked

onthebathroomdoor.

Danny:Babe,comeoutplease.

Zee:I'mscared,Idon'tknowwhattodo.Idon't

knowhowtobeamother,whatifI'mnotagood

mother?

Danny:You'llbeagreatmother,we'lldothis

together.IloveyouZiyanda,nowopenthedoor.

InoticedNkosisittingonthestairswatching

thissweetromanticmomentwewereallsilent

anditwasindeedsucharomanticmoment.



Sheopenedthedoorandsmiledabit.Shehad

tearsonherfacethanDannywipedthemoff.

Danny:You'vemademethehappiestmanMrs

McKenzie.

Heheldhercloselyandtheykissed.Ididn't

noticethatIwasalreadycrying.Iwassohappy

forthemandsuddenlywejustalllaughed.

Phelo:Youguysaremakinguscry!

Congratulations

Mayi:TheKhoza'sarecrybabies.Lookatyour

sister,she'salsocryinglikeababy.

Me:WhateverMayibongwe.

Ifelthim,Ifelthisdignifyingpresence.Hewas

behindmeandandIcouldfeelhisbreatheand

hissmell.ItwassostrongandIclosedmyeyes.

Hemakesmybloodrushwithhimjustbeing

behindme.HetouchedmyshoulderandI

openedmyeyes



Nkosi:Ineedyou

Hewhisperedthosewordsandwentupstairs.I

lookedathimashewalkedaway,Idon'tknow

whybutIjustfeltlikecrying.Heneededme

physicallyandemotionally.Istoodupandwent

toourroom.Hewaswaitingformesittingon

theedgeofthebed.

Nkosi:Lockthedoor.

Ididashesaidandstoodagainstitwithmy

armsfolded.Hewaslookingdownwhile

rubbinghispalmstogether

Nkosi:I'mgoingtokillthem.

Me:Who?

Nkosi:MrandMrsKgomo.NayeIdon'tkill

woman,buther...I'llkillherNaye.Theywere

abusingmyson,mysonNokukhanya.Andthey

thoughtthey'dgetawaywithit.

Me:Therearemanywaysofpunishingthem



otherthantakingtheirlives.

Nkosi:Theymademychildsuffer,hedidn't

evenknowwhatahotdogis,whatapizzais.

Theydeprivedhimoffhisrighttobeahappy

andwelltakencareofchild.Hehasscarsthat

somewillneverfadeaway.NayeisGod

punishingme?

Me:No,heisn't.Whydoyousayso?

Nkosi:Heispunishingme,itsKarma.And

Karmaisabitch.Iusedtobeatupwoman,I

beatuphismothersomuchandknowheis

payingformymistakes.Ithappenedtomychild

nowandithurts.Nayetellme!WhyamIlike

this?It'sallcomingbacktohauntme.

Ididn'thaveanywordstorespondtowhathe

wassayingandIwasjustlettingmyteatsflow.

IcryalotlatelyandIdon'tlikeit.

Nkosi:Talktome

Itookoffmyclothesandwasleftnaked,I



walkedtohimandputhisheadup.He'seyes

poppedwhenhesawmenaked.I'msurehe's

wonderingwhendidIevenundress.He

wouldn'thaveseenmewithhisheaddown.I

tookofhisclothesandpushedhimtolayonhis

backonthebed.Igotontopofhimand

insertedhismanhoodinsideofme.Hetried

touchingmebutImovedhishand.I'mincharge

andheshouldgetthat.Istartedmovingslowly

whilekissinghisneckandIquickenedmypace.

Hewassoftlycallingmynameandhe'seyes

wereclosed.Ikeptonhumpingandhewasnow

groaningandholdingmyasstightly,squeezing

ittoomuchIscreamed.Hesqueezedmy

breastsandtheywerehearting.Heforgetsthat

I'mbreastfeeding.MykneeswereshakingandI

wasslowlybuildingup.

Nkosi:Waitforme.

Ilethimhavehiswaywithme.Witheverythrust,

Ifelthisloveandhe'semotions.Heneededme,



heneededmyapprovalandhonestlyIamangry

attheKgomo's,whattheydidtomysonis

unacceptable.Afterawhilewebothreachedan

orgasmtogetherandIlaidonhim

Nkosi:Tellmewhattodo.

Me:Killthem.Killthemslowandpainfully.

Hestoodupandcarriedmetotheshower.

Afterweweredonehegotdressedintoblack

clothesonlyandtookablackbigsuitcase.We

wentdownstairsandtherewassilence.Funny

howhecanmaketheroomsosilentwithout

evensayinganything.Heheldmyhandand

kissedmycheekandnoddedattheguys.They

leftandwestoodjustlookingateachother.My

handswillbedirtyastheirs,Iamasguiltyas

thembecauseIorderedthekillandapprovedof

it.WesatdownandwatchedTVinsilence,no

onesaidanyword.Inthissilenceyoucould

evenhearapindrop.Ntokozofinallybrokethe

silence



Ntoko:Whatdoyouthinkthey'lldotothem?

Me:Killthem

Belinda:Whydoyouthinkthey'lldothat?

Me:BecauseIsaidso.

Zandy:Guys,weshouldbecelebratingandnot

beingsadlikewe'remourningforthose

bastards

Ngamso:You'reright,theyaregettingwhatthey

deserveandKwenzowillbegettingalifehe

deserves,he'llbehappyandnevereverthink

aboutthemagain.

Me:Whatifhegrowsolderandremembers

them,andaskswherearethey?

Bee:Peopledie,you'llmakeupawhitelie.

They'llhedeadbutyoujustwon'tsayhow

exactlydidtheydie.

Sneh:Youcansayitwasacaraccidentor

robbery.



Phelo:DoesMayialsokill?Willitbethefirst

timethishappens?

Welookedatheratfirstandlaughed

Sneh:Ohinnocentone,don'tworryyourself

aboutit.AndYeshedoeskill.

Bee:Andit'snotthefirsttimetheydo

somethinglikewhatthey'lldotonight.

Siya:Weallhaveourlittleskeletonsburried

insideofus...I'vetookoneortwolives,don't

worryit'snothingtobeproudof.Ithadtobe

done,that'swhyIsleeppeacefullyatnight.

Phelolookedatme,hereyeswerebeggingme

totellherthatI'veneverkilledbefore.She'smy

littlecousin,innocentandhasneverevenhelda

gun.ShethinksI'minnocenttoo

Me:We'vehadtofightforourlives,andyesIdo

havebloodinmyhands.Aslongasitsinvisible,

itdoesn'thauntme



Zee:LIkeshesaid,ithadtobedone.

ShewinkedatPhelowhogulpedonherjuice,

shestilldoesn'tdrinkalcohol.We'llcorrupther

abitalongtheway,wellwhydoesn'titstart

tonight?

Me:Haveacider,Phelo.

Phelo:Nothankyou.Idon'tthinkI'lleverdrink

alcohol,plusMayilovesthatIdon'tdrink.When

didhestartsmokingweed?

Me:FromwhatI'vebeentold,hestartedat13.

He'striedtostopbutfailed.

Siya:Hehassmokeditsomuchthatitnow

suitshim.Itshistwin,Iloveitwhenhe'shigh.

Thejokeshecracks

Bee:Youneverstoplaughing.

Phelo:Enoughaboutmyman,you'remakingme

misshimmore.

Ngamso:Weslepttogetheryesterday,asinhad



sextogether...

Kamo:What!!!!!Girl,youhavejuicynewsbutyou

haven'teventoldus

Belinda:Whatwereyouwaitingfor!?Geton

withit.

Ngamso:Itwasexcitingandsooogooduntilhe

calledmeNtombi.

Oooh...Thathurtme,itmust'vehurthereven

deeper.Jabulani,whenwillheheal?Thisisis

reallysad,noonesaidanythinganditwasjust

soawkward.Ngamsolaughedalittlehidingher

pain

Ngamso:Youdon'tneedtofeelsorryforme

guys,Iunderstand.Ireallydo.

Ntoko:We'reherewhenyouneedsomeoneto

talkto.We'rehereforthebothofyou

Ngamso:Thankyou,nowstopsulkingandget

drunk!



WelaughedatherandIgotatextfromNkosiit

readasfollows"Comehereimmediately,come

withSiya,she'sknowstheFSwarehouse."

Me:Siya,weneedtogo.We'vebeensummoned

tothewarehouse.We'llbeback,takecareof

mybaby.I'msureshewon'twakeup.

Itookthecarkeysandwewereoff,no

questionsasked.Iwonderwhat'sgoingonand

whyIneedtobethere.

#NNBBF
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Ittookusawhiletogettothewarehouse



simplybecauseSiyamthandahadalready

forgottentheway.Iwasirritatedandshewas

amusedbymyirritation.Ijustwantedtoget

therealreadyandfindoutwhyIneedtobe

there.Whenwearrived,Iparkedanyhowand

raninside.JustasIenteredIjustvomited.Yuck!

Thesmellinhere,howaretheyevenabletosit

inhereforhours?

Athi:Thisisn'tcoolatall,seeingtwovomit

poolsinonenight.You'recreepingmeout

Me:Whatyoudoinginhereisevenmuch

creepier.

MrandMrsKgomoweretiedintoachair,Mr

KgomowasbadlybeatenupyetMrsKgomo

doesn'tseemlikethey'vetouchedher.

Icleanedupmymessandnoticedthat

NkosinathiandThaboweren'tevenaround.

Me:Where'sNkosiandThabo?

Lyanda:Theotherroom,Nkosiisstillcoolingof



andcalminghimselfdown

Mpho:You'renotsupposedtoseehimlikethat.

Me:Ohokay.Sowhyarewehere?

Nkosi:Comehere

Ilookedathimandhelookedsodangerousyet

charmingandIjustwantedtotakeoffhis

clothes,getonmykneesandlethimdoashe

pleaseswithme.Nokukhanya!Behaveyourself.

AsIwalkedtohimheopeneduphisarmsand

heldmetightlywhilekissingmyforehead.He

wasbreathingheavilyanditjustmademewant

himinsideofmemore.

Me:Youokay?

Iwhispered,I'msurenooneelseevenheardme.

Maybehedidn'thearmetoo.

Nkosi:Yes,withyouhere.I'mmorethanokay.

I'mcomplete

Mpho:SoMamKgomohasalottosay,asyou



cansee.We'vetorturedMrKgomobuthaven't

doneanythingtoher,she'sawomanandit

seemsasifshe'sinnocentinthis.

Siya:MmeKgomo,whatisitthatyouhaveto

say?

MmeK:I'msorry,ifIhadknownyouguysI

would'vecomeforthandtoldyoubecause

tellingNdiphiwedidn'tmakeanydifference

abouthowMrKgomohasbeentreatingherson.

Heusuallybeatthebothofusupandwould

lockmeintheroomwhileIheardZukoscream.

Hewouldactlikesuchagoodhusbandand

fathertootherpeopleyettheyneverknewwhat

happenedinside.Iwasafraidtoaskforhelp

fromneighborsbecausehewouldjustkillus

andwewerenotallowedtostepoutside

withouthimbeingtherewithus.Zukodidn't

evenhaveanyfriendsorhadthechancetoeven

playoutside.

Me:SoNdiphiweknewabouttheabuse?



Mme:Yes,Ndiphiweknowseverything.Wehad

adealcomingoutofthehospitalthatshe

wouldgivemethreeyearswiththebabywhileI

alsofocusonhavinganotherbabysowhenshe

takesZukoaway,Iwon'thavetobeleftwithno

baby.ItwasstupidIknowbutIhadexpectedto

comeoutofthehospitalwithababyinmy

handsbutmyownbabypassedawaywhile

givingbirth.SometimesIjustthinkthenurses

stolemybaby,IdidhearhercrybutIfeltdizzy

andwasunconsciousforawhile.WhenIwoke

uptheytoldmeshepassedaway,butIheard

hercry.Icanstillrememberthatdaylikeitwas

yesterday.MrKgomochangedafterIbrought

Zukohome,hebecameviolentandabusive.I

thoughtitsbecauseofloosingthebabyandit

allsummeduptohimhatingZuko.

Nkosi:Ndiphiwemadeusafool!Sheknewwhat

washappeningfromthefirstplace!

Mme:Shecalledandsaidshewantedthebaby,



butmyhusbanddidn'twanttogivehimback.

Hestillwantedtotakeoutallhisfrustrationson

himyetIwantedhimtogo,becauseevenif

Ndiphiwehadacoldheart,hewouldhavea

betterlifewithher.Ithinkshecalledyoufor

helpbecausemyhusbanddidn'twanttogive

thebabyandIheardthemshoutingateach

otheronedaywhenshecameover,itwas

somethingaboutblackmailbutIdidn'tgetwhat

exactlywasitabout.Icouldn'tevenescape

fromthehousebecauseitwasalwayslocked

andhecarriedthekeys,evenwhenhehadwent

toworkwewouldbelockedinside.

Phila:Bastard!

Me:SoNdiphiweplayedusallalong!

Thabo:IthinksheknewthatNkosinathiwould

helphergetbackKwenzo.

Jabu:BecauseNkosiwoulddoanythingforhis

son.



Me:Sheactedasifshedidn'tseeanything

wrongwhenIaskedheraboutKwenzo's

behavior.

Siya:Whenshejustknewallalong.

Nkosi:She'sneverevergoingtoseemyson

again,motherornot.She'snevergoingtosee

him.

Bonga:Let'salljustgototheofficeplease.

Jomo,keepaneyeonthem

Me:GiveMmesomethingtoeat,andsomething

todrink.

Jomo:Yesbosslady.

WesatattheofficeandNkosiinsistedthatIsit

ontopofhim,ifonlyheknewwhathewas

doingtomybody.WhyamIsohornytonight?

Siya:Idon'tthinktheyshouldbekilled.Itwill

comebacktoNkosi,yousawhowragedhewas

incourtandhewillbethefirstsuspect



Bonga:YouseehowNdiphiwehadallthis

shiftedtoNkosi,ifsomethinghappenstothem

theinvestigatorswillknowforsurethatNkosi

diditbecausehehadsomethingagainsthim

andwantshisson.Youdohaveacleanrecord

Nkosinathibutthatwouldn'tstopyoufrom

beingthesuspect

Nkosi:Iunderstandeverythingyou've

mentionedbutIcan'tjustlethimgo.Icannot!

Me:Calmdown,you'vealreadytorturedhimso

much.

Nkosi:MakaLisa,IfeellikeI'vefailedmyson.I

wasn'ttheretoprotecthimfromthisman,he

beatupmyson!Noone!Noonedoesthatto

mykids.

Me:Youdidn'tknowabouthimbutnowyoudo

andyou'llbetheretoprotecthim.Wecannotgo

backtothepastbutnowwecanchangethis

andwe'llmakesurehehasthebestofhis



childhoodandwhenhegrowshe'llnevergetto

rememberhowhetormentedhim.

Nkosi:Thescarsonhisbodywillalwaysbe

thereasareminder.IdidsayI'mbeing

punishedformysins,thesamescarsIlefton

Ndiphiwe'sbodyarethesamescarsthat

bastardleftonmyson.

Siya:Don'tspeaklikethatNkosinathi

Nkosi:Itstrue

Jomocamerushinginandwestood.

Jomo:Boss,youneedtohearthis.

WerushedthereandMmeKgomowascrying

Me:WhatisitMme?

Mme:Ididn'ttellyoueverything,there's

somethingIneedtotellyou

Lyanda:Starttalking

Mme:He,herapedhim...Twice



Thereweregunshotsfiredbeforeshecould

evenfinishtalking.IwassoshockedandIran

overtoPhila.Nkosinathiwasloosingit!

Me:Nkosinathi!

Nkosi:Getheroutofhere!!!!Getherout!!!!

LubahwascarryingmeyetIwaskickingand

screaming.Nkosiwasbeatinghimup,I'msure

MrKgomo'slegshadabout17bulletseach.

Nkosiwaslivid!IwascryingandIcouldn't

controlit.Howcouldherapeathreeyearold!

Myson!Isatinthecarandcried,Icouldn'teven

imaginethepainKwenzokuhlehashadtogo

threw.IsawMayibongwestandingoutside

smoking.Iwipedoffmytearsashe

approachedthecar.

Mayi:Youneedtogetinthere,he'llstoponce

heseesyou.

Me:Whatishedoing?

Mayi:He'sgoingtotakehe'sbrainoutifyou



don'tstophim.He'scompletelyloosingit.I've

nevereverseenhimlikethisbefore.

Lyandacamerunningtous

Lyanda:Youhavetogointhere,wecannotstop

him.He'sbeatingeveryonethatcomesnextto

him

Me:I'mscared,whatifhebeatsmeup?

Mayi:He'llneverdothat.Nomatterhowangry

heis.You'rehislife

Me:Let'sgo

IwalkedveryslowlybecauseIwasafraidof

whatI'llseeinthere.Iopenedthedoorand

wentinside,hewasn'tfacingmebuthespoke

assoonasIgotin.JabuandMphowerelaying

onthefloor,Athihadablueeye

Nkosi:Getherout!!

Theyweresilentandlookedatme,liketheir

livesdependedonme.HeturnedandIsawa



monster.He'sclothesandhandswerefullof

blood.IcannotevendescribethewayMr

KgomolookedandMrsKgomowasn'tthere

anymore.

Me:WhereisMmeKgomo?

Bonga:TheofficewithSiya

Me:Nkosinathi,pleasestop.

I'mnotsureifhecouldevenhearmebuthe

wasusingaknifeonMrKgomo.

Me:Nkosinathi!

Imovedcloser,eachstepItookIfeltlikeIwas

justgoingtourinate.Iwassoscaredandhe

stoodupasIwentclosetohim.

Nkosi:Moveawayfromme!Nokukhanyaleave!

Me:Mkhize

Nkosi:Takeherawayfromme!!

Lubah:Youhavetostop!Listentoher



HethrewtheknifeandIdon'tevenknowwhere

itlandedbutIhopeitdidn'thurtanyone

Me:MkhizeKhabazelakamavovo,gcwabe

gunezi,mumboomhlophe.Wenaokhanya

amasiesiswini.NgyakcelaMkhize,hlisaulaka.

(Clannames...PleaseMkhize,calmdown)

Iheldhisshoulderandhelookeddown.

Me:Mylove,itsme.Yourwife,Ibegyou.Calm

downplease

HetookagunandIfeltmybodyshiver,hefeltit

too.

Nkosi:Iwon'thurtyou,you'remylife.

Thosearethesamewordshisbrothersaidto

me.Iclosedmyeyesandthelastgunshots

werefiredstraightintoMrKgomo'shead.He

wasdead,Nkosinathikilledhim.

Me:Let'sgohome.Please,you'vehurthim

enough,he'sdeadnow.



Nkosi:Notasmuchashehadhurtmyson.

Hewalkedtotheoffice

Me:Jomo,takecareofthis.

Jomo:Don'tworrybosslady.Myboy'sandIwill

handleeverything

Phila:You'llgetyourrewardfirstthinginthe

morning

Jomo:ShoPhilas.

Hecallsthemallbyname,butnotNkosinathi.

Hedoesn'tevenlookathimintheeye.Iwonder

why?MmeKgomolookedatNkosiandsmiled

Mme:Thankyou,evenpoisendidn'tworkon

thatman.

IwasshockedIcouldn'tbelievewhatshejust

said,shetriedtopoisenherownhusband.But

hewasabastard.Jabuthrewmethekeyand

lookedatmeandSiya.Iguessthat'sourcueto

leave.Ourjobisdonehere,Siyatookthekeys



anddrovebacktothehouse.Theotherswere

asleepalreadybesidesKamoandPhelo

Kamo:Wethoughtyou'renevercomingback.

Me:Idon'tthinkyourmenwillcomeback

tonight.

Phelo:Whathappened?

Siya:Alothappened,let'sjustleaveitallunsaid.

IguessshewasstilltraumatizedasIam.What

wesawtonightwasn'tsomethinganyone

shouldsee.Ialsosawasidetomyhusband

thatIneverwanttoeverseeagain.IknowI've

saidIwanttoknoweverythingabouthimand

seeeverysideofhimbutno,I'veseenenough.

AlltheotherthingsIdon'tknowabouthim,it

shouldstaythatway.Istillhaveanimageof

him,seeinghimthewayhewas.

Kamo:Naye!!!

What!Sheslappedme!Whatwasthatfor!



Me:Whyareyouslappingme?

Phelo:You'vebeenstandingtherenotmoving,

notblinkingfor20minutes.You'vejustbeenout,

youscaredus

Me:Sorry.Ineedsomerest,seeyouinthe

morning

Siya:It'salready1amsweetheart

Me:I'llseeyoumidday.

Ilaughedalittleandwenttomyroom.Itooka

longlongshowerthanbreastfedLisakhanya.

Shelookssomuchlikeherfather.She'sso

beautiful,Ithinkasshegrowsshe'llhavethe

samephysicasme.Herthicklegsshowitall,I

hopesheisn'tshortlikeme.Iputheronhercot

andgotintobed.JustwhenIclosedmyeyesI

felthispresence.He'shere,intheshower.

WhenhecameoutIpretendedasifIwas

asleep.Hegotintobedandstartedtouchingmy

body.Hekissedmyneckandsqueezedmy



boobs

Me:Iwanttosleep

Nkosi:Ialsowanttosleep,butIalsowantyou

toholdme.

Me:Idon'twanttoholdyou

Nkosi:Please,Ineedyou.

Iturnedandlookedathim,hiseyeswerered

andhe'sbeardwasjustnotattractive

Me:Youneedtoshave.Yourbeardlookslikea

bush

Nkosi:Iwill.

Ilaidonhischestandkeptondrawingcircles

nearhissmallnipplearea.Istayedlikethatfor

awhile,withmejustlisteningtohisheartbeat.I

movedmyhanddowntohismanhoodandput

itinsidehisboxerasIheldMkhizeandgave

himahandjob.

Nkosi:Howdoyouknowmyclannames?I've



nevertoldyou

Me:Ihavemyways

HelaughedatmeandgroanedasItightly

squeezedhim.

Nkosi:That'showyouwantit?

Me:Yes.

Nkosi:Thentakeit.

Iwentdownandsuckedhimlikeneverbefore.

Heheldmyheadsotightlyandkeptonjerkingit

upanddown.Hecametwiceinmymouth.Ilaid

onhischestforawhileandheturnedmeover

andpenetrateddeeply.Atfirstitwas

passionatelovemakingbutitgotworse,itwas

himtakingoutallhisanger,pain,frustrations

andeveryemotionhefeltonme.Ilaidthereand

letmytearsfallashewasholdingmeand

digginghisnailsonme.Hewasfightingwith

meandnotmakinglovewithme,fuckingisn't

comparedtowhathewasdoingtome.Hewas



destroyingmeandIlethim.Ilethimpourhis

painonme,I'lltakeitforhimandbethegood

wifethatIamandthatI'msupposedtobe.

Afterhewasdone,Hestoodupandwenttothe

bathroom.Ilaidonthebedbreathingslowlyand

mybodypaining.Icouldn'tevenfeelmylegs.

Hecameout,worehe'stracksuitandleft.I

guessIhavetocleanmyselfuptonight.Istood

upandwalkedslowlytothebathroomandtook

alongshower.Mybodywasaching,Ilotioned

andworepyjama's.Ihavenewclotheshere,but

Iwon'ttakethembackwithme.Ihaveenough

clothesbackathome.Ilookedatmyneckin

themirrorandtearsfell.He'sneverdonethisto

mebeforeandIhopeitsthefirstandlasttime

hedoesit.

#NNBBF
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It'sbeenaweeksincethatincidenthappened.

Wewentbackhomethenextdayandthings

havebeen,greatwellthat'sbetweenmeandmy

kids.Withmyhusband,thingsarejustIdon't

evenknowhowtodescribeit.Hedoesn'teven

touchmeanymore,thelasttimehetouchedme

wasthenighthedestroyedme.Hedoesn'teven

lookatmeintheeye,wetalkhereandtherejust

infrontofthekidsandthat'sit.Hehas

completelyshutmeout.Hismothercalled

askingabouthim,hehasn'tbeenansweringher

callsatall.Evenhisfatherscalls.Weare

supposedtogotoLangelihlethisweekendfor

thewelcomingceremonyforPrince

Kwenzokuhle.Idon'tknowifheknowsaboutit

yetbutI'lltellhimlater,wellthat'sifhe'lleven



listentome.MamZondihelpsmewiththekids

andtodayIplantogotothechemistandgeta

pregnancytest.I'vebeenexperiencingmany

symptomsofpregnancy.Ihopeitsalljusta

falsealarm.MylittleLisaisjustamonthand

twoweeksold.Icannotbepregnantagain.I

haven'twentonmyperiodsinceIgavebirthsoI

don'tknowwhat'sgoingon.I'llbegoingbackto

worknextmonth,Nkosinathistilldoesn'tthink

itsagoodidea.Hewantstoturnmeintoa

housewife,Ijustcannotdothat.Ididn'tgoto

schoolforallthoseyearsjusttobeahousewife.

IloveworkingandI'llcontinuedoingit.After

fresheningupIwroteablacktightdress,knee

length...LouisVuittonheels,weaveonpoint,

littlemakeupandmattelipstick.Right!Ilook

goodandfeelgood.Accessories??No,Idon't

wanttojinxit.Tookmycarkeysandsaid

goodbyetomylittleoneandMamZondi.

EmihleandKwenzoareatschool,Ithought

aboutKwenzosituationandIthinkIshouldtake



himforcounsellingitwillhelphim.I'vegotten

usedtothestaresIgetwheneverI'matthe

storesorthemall.Nkosinathi'ssuccessand

wealthhasmademebeseenasacelebrityjust

becauseI'mmarriedtohim.IboughtwhatI

neededandwentbackhomesoIcouldtakethe

test.

MamZ:You'rebackalready?Thatwasquick

Me:Ijustwenttothechemistma,I'llbegone

againsoonbutIwon'ttakelong.

Iwenttothebathroomandtookthetest.Two

minutesissolongwhenyouwaitinganxiously,I

justdon'tknowhowtoevenfeel.I'mnervous.

There'stwolines,inbothofthem.Twolines,I'm

pregnant...Again.I'mhappy!AndI'mangry!And

I'msad,he'snoteventalkingtome,howwillI

tellhimaboutthis.I'mangrybecausehemade

mepregnant!I'mhappy,I'llbehavinganother

child.Myfamilyisgrowingandthatputsa

smileonmyface.Ihopeitsaboy.I'llbea



motherof4beforeI'meven30!I'mjust29

yearsoldandalreadyI'mexpectingmyfourth

child.Ifixedmyselfup,putthetubeinmybag

anddrovetoNkosinathi'sworkplace.Icameout

ofthecarandtherewereflashinglightsand

manyjournalists,whatisgoingonhere?Isat

downatthebackandwatcheditunfold.Hewas

havingapressconferenceaboutsomemajor

businessdealhehasmanagedtoget.Aftera

whilehealsotalkedabout"Themysterysonof

PrinceMkhize"that'swhatthenewspaperssaid

aboutKwenzokuhle.Whywasn'tIinformed

aboutthispressconference?Wellhedoesn't

tellmeanythinglatelysoIshouldn'tbe

surprised.ButIdidn'tdeservetoknowifit

involvesourson,heshouldn'thavetookthis

decisionalone.Myangertowardshimis

growingstrongerandstronger.Hehasn'teven

lookedatme,notevenonce.Iwishwecouldgo

backtothetimewhereIsathereattheback,he

lookedatmewithabigsmileandtoldmetosit



atthefrontrow.Imisshim,Imisshissmileand

warmlove.Notwhatheisnow,Idon'tknowthis

manandIdon'twanttobestuckwithhimfor

therestofmylife.Hetookquestionsandone

wasforme.

Journalist:MrsMkhize,howdoyoufeelabout

thesuddendiscoveryofMrMkhizehavinga

son?Howisyourrelationshipwithhisson?

Me:Firstly,it'snothisson.Itsourson,andmy

relationshipwithKwenzoisagoodsonand

motherrelationship.Havinghimaroundhas

beenablessingandIamhappy,we'reahappy.

Journalist:Hasitchangedanythingbetween

youandMrMkhize?Isthereanybabymama

drama?

Me:Idonotliketalkingaboutmypersonal

affairs,whathappensbehindclosedoorsstays

there.Iwillansweryourquestion,everythingis

well.Thankyou,nomorequestions.



ThePAendedtheconferenceandNkosiwalked

tohisofficewithmefollowinghimbehind.He's

bodyguardswerenowusheringmetohisoffice,

Ihatehavingbodyguards,I'mnotfreeandIfeel

asifI'mjustprisoned.That'swhyItoldhimnot

togetmeanybodyguards,likeIjustdon'tneed

thematall.Hetookofhiscoatwhilepretending

asifhedoesn'tseethatI'mevenhere.Iclosed

thedoor,madesureIlockitandwalkedtohis

desk.

Me:Nkosinathi

Silence...Noresponse,I'mtalkingtomyself.I

walkedclosertohimandslappedhim,twice.

He'seyeswidened,heneedstodamnwakeup.

Nkosi:Nokukhanya!Whatdidyoujustdo?

Me:Islappedthisbastardstandinginfrontof

me!

Nkosi:Naye!Iamyourhusband!Youdonot

disrespectmelikethat.



Me:Youarenotmyhusband!Iwouldneverslap

myhusband.Ifyouweremyhusbandyouwould

speaktome!Holdme!Andlookatme!My

husbandwillnevermakemefeellonely,he

wouldnevermakemefeelunworthyanddoubt

myselfwhetherI'menoughforhimornot!He

wouldneverdestroymethewaythisanimal

you'vebecomedestroyedme!Lookatme!!!

Lookatthedamageyou'vecaused!

Nkosi:Naye,pleasecalmdown.I..I'm

Me:Don'tyoudaretellmeyou'resorry!Youhurt

me!Youhurtus!You'redestroyingourmarriage

anditwilldestroyourfamily.Thekidsgotobed

atnightwithoutevenseeingyouforthepast

week!Youhaveapressconferenceregarding

mysonbutI'mnotinformedaboutit!Whoare

youandwhathaveyoudonetomyhusband!

#Nkosi



She'smad,she'slividandshe'sbeyondbeing

angry,she'shurtanditsallbecauseofme.I

keeponmessingupandIdeservedthehot

slapsshegaveme.Honestly,Ihaven'tbeen

abletolookatherbecauseI'mashamedof

myself,ashamedofwhatIdidtoher.I

continueddoingittosatisfymyownsoulyetI

wasdestroyinghers.IheardhersoftcriesbutI

couldn'tgetmyselftostop.Ineededtorelease

allthatIfeltandIdiditthewrongway.Ihate

myselfforwhatIamandshehatesmeto.All

thewordsshe'sbeensayingaretrueandIama

bastard.WhenIsawhergettingdressedthe

dayafterthatincident,Isawthebruisesonher

body.TheangerIhadtowardsmyself,Ididall

thattoher.IhurthersomuchandIknowitwill

taketimeforhertoevenforgiveme.Afterall

thatIpushedheraway,IdidthatbecauseI

thoughtitwouldbebetter.That'sshe'dgetto

cooloffanditsbetterwhenshe'sawayfrom

thismonsterthatIam.Thatshe'llbebetteroff



withoutmebecauseallIeverdoisjusthurther.

Maybeshedoesneedtobewithoutme,she

needsabreakfromme.TodayIrealized

pushingherawaywasmakingthingsworse.I'm

hurtinghermoreandit'sallwritteninhereyes.

She'sdisappointedinmeandIdon'tblameher.

Shedeservestobehappyandtobeloved,I

seemtobefailingatdoingthatbecauseallI

everdoishurther.Iwanthertoknowandfeel

hpemuchIloveher,butIcannotshowittoher.

IcannotloveunconditionallybutIwanttodoit

withher.Nayeismylife,withoutherIdon't

knowhowI'dbeabletofunction.She's

everythingIneedandmore,shelovesmeeven

whenIhurther.She'stheoneformeandI

neverwanttolooseher.IfIdon'tchangemy

waysshe'sgoingtoleaveme.

Me:Naye,calmdownandlistentomeplease

Naye:Don'ttellmetocalmdownNkosi!Don't!I

hateyou!



Thosewordssunkdeepinmyheart.Shehates

me,Idroveherawaytotheextentofherhating

me.I'vedamagedherandtookadvantageof

hersweetheart.Shedoesn'thavetheheartto

hateanyoneyetI'veturnedthataroundandI'm

thefirstoneshehates.

Me:Don'tgiveuponus.I'mgoingtofixour

marriage,I'mgoingtofixus.

Naye:Ourmarriagedoesn'tneedfixing.Itneeds

you!Youneedtofixyourself!I'mpregnant!And

ourkidsneedafather,you'regoingtobea

fatherof4now!Growupandfixyourself!

Withthatsaid,shethrewthepregnancytestat

meandleft.WhathaveIdone?I'mgoingto

loosemyfamily.She'shaditwithmeandIdon't

blameher.IranafterherbutIwastoolate.She

droveoffinahighspeed,thiswomandriveslike

she'scrazy.

Me:Spitjo,followher.Makesureshe'ssafe.



Spitjo:Yesboss

Sheneedstobesafe,herandmylittlebaby

growinginsideofher.Myphonerangandit's

mymother,I'vebeenavoidinghercallsforthe

pastfewdays.

Me:Mom,I'mbusy.

Mom:Don'tmomI'mbusyme!YourfatherandI

havebeentryingtocallyou!Whyareyounot

answeringourcalls?

Me:AsIsaidmom,I'mbusy.TellDadI'llcall

himlater.Ihavealottodiscusswithhim.

Mom:YouhavetocometoLangelihle,the

welcomingceremonyisthisSaturday.

Me:Yesmom.We'llbetherebyThursday.

Mom:How'sMakoti,shedidn'tsoundwellwhen

Icalledherearlier.Whatareyoudoingtothe

poorgirl?NkosinathiIwilldisownyouifyou

hurther!



Me:Mom,ImessedupbutI'mgoingtofix

thingswithher.

Mom:Youbetterdothat.You'llneverfind

anyonelikeNayeifyoumessthisup.Byeboy

Me:Bye.

Shestillcallsa30yearoldmanwho'saboutto

have4kids"boy".She'spregnant,Ismiledto

myself.She'sstillgoingtobemadatme,she

wantedtowait3yearstillwehaveanotherbaby.

It'sgoingtobeanotherlong9monthsof

pregnancy,thewayshefartswhenshe's

pregnant.I'venevertoldherbecauseshewas

goingtoburymealive,shegetssomoodyand

itsactuallyexciting.She'sverysexywhenshe's

moody.Letmegohomeandfixmymarriage,I

cannotletherbesoangryandstressed,itsnot

goodforthebabyandherself.Ipackedmy

thingsandoneofmybodyguardscarriedthem.

Me:Rose,I'mgoinghome.Everythingthat



needsmefromnowonwardswillbehandledby

Peter.TheconstructorsandMrHeinswillbe

handledbyMxolisi.Ileftandgotintomycar,

there'sthiscarIsawandI'llgetitformywife.It

willsuitherandIknowshe'llloveit.Ismiledat

myselfwhilethinkingabouther.She'sthebest

thingthathashappenedtome.Mywife,my

kids,theyareallthatmatterstomeandI

cannotaffordtoloosethem.Ndiphiwe,I'llstill

dealwithher.I'mlayinglowfornowjustsothe

copsdon'tgosniffingaroundonme.Myboys

tookcareofKgomo.Nothingwillcomebackon

me,Iwon'tjinxitbykillingNdiphiwenow.The

wordjinx,IhearditfromNaye.Ineverknewit

excitedbefore.Shelaughedatmesomuch

whenItoldherIdidn'tknowtheword.Igot

homeandtookmylittleprincess

Me:Sabelosababakhe.

Shewasyawningandeatingherhands.She

lovesdoingthat,you'dthinkshe'shungrybut



it'sjustwhatshelovesdoing.Nayecame

downstairsandlookedtheotherdirectionwhen

shesawme.

Naye:Ineedtoputhertosleep

Me:I'lldoitforyou.

Naye:Icandoit!Youweren'theretodoitfor

thepastweek,sowhystartnow!?

Me:MakaEmihleplease,letmejust

MamZ:I'lldoitMrMkhize,excuseme.

ShetookLisaandwenttothenursery.Naye

walkedtothefridgeandtookourabottleof

wine,thenputitbackagain.Iguessshejust

rememberedthatshe'spregnantandcannot

drinkalcoholplusshe'sbreastfeeding.

Me:Weneedtotalk,itsimportant

Naye:Whatisit?

Me:We'regoingtoLangelihleonThursday



Naye:Iknow,yourmothertoldme.

Me:There'ssomethingelseweneedtotalk

about.Pleasecanwegoupstairsandsitdown

Shenoddedandledtheway.Itookofmysuit

whenwegottoourroomandsatnexttoher.

Me:MayIholdyourhand?

Naye:No!

Me:Please

Shelookedatmeandheldmyhand.Shewas

shaking,lookwhatIhavedonetoher.

Me:I'vedecidedthatafterwecomebackfrom

Langelihle.I'mgoingtoarehabilitationcenter

formyangerissues.

Naye:What?

Me:Yes,Ineedtodoit.Itsforthebest,Icannot

livelikethisandyoucannotlivewithfearof

whatI'lldonextwhenI'mangry.I'mfixing

myselfandIhopeitwillfixourmarriagetoo.



Shesatontopofmeandlaidherheadonmy

shoulders.ShecriedandIheldhertightly

Me:Don'tcry.It'sforthebest,I'llbegonefor

justamonth.ItswhatIneedtodoNaye,forme,

forusandforourfamily.Iwanttobeagood

husbandandagoodfathertoourkidsandthe

littleoneontheway.

Naye:Areyousure?Youcangoforcounselling

sessionsandbeathome.Youdon'tneedtogo

Me:Ihaveto.I'vetriedcounsellinganditdidn't

work.You'llbeabletovisitmeonweekends,

Bongahasfoundagoodrehabcenterforme.

It'sforthebest.

Naye:Ifitswhatyouwanttodothanokay,I'll

supportyou.Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.I'llleaveeverythingtoyou,

Mxolisiwillbeinchargeofthecompanybuthe

cannottakeanydecision,youmakethe

decisions.Mylawyer,Bongawillalsohelpyou



andeverythingwillbetakencareoff.Ifyou

needhelpwiththetakingdecisionsforthe

businessPhilaisthere.Heknowstheinsand

outs.I'msorryI'mgoingtomissthefirstmonth

ofyourpregnancy

Naye:It'sokay,it'sforthebest.I'llmakeyou

proud

Me:That'smygirl.IloveyouMaHlase

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoy.

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriendsof

friends

Share!Share!Share!

Pleaselikeandcomment

Insert64

Thisweekendwasgoodandweirdandsadas



thedayswentbybecauseitgotadaycloserto

thedayIhavetosaygoodbyetomyhusbandas

hewillbeofftotherehabilitationcenter.Bonga

gotoneofthebestcenters,whatbrokemy

heartisthatI'llonlybeabletoseehimonthe

secondweekofthemonth,foronly4hoursand

thenthenexttimeI'llbeseeingiswhenhe

returns.He'sbeentellingmenottothinkabout

itbuteachandeverytimeIclosemyeyesI

thinkaboutit.Thewelcomingceremonywasa

successandthefamilywashappy,sowas

NkosinathiandKwenzokuhle.Iturned,Nkosi

andLisaweren'tinbedanymore.Istoodupand

wentdownstairsforbreakfast.

Nkosi:Morning!Comehavebreakfast,itsyour

favorite.

Me:Itsmellshorrible!Openthewindowsand

thedoorplease.

Nkosi:ButyoulovebaconandFrenchtoast

withacheese.



Me:Iusedto,itsmellshorriblenowandIdon't

wantit.Ifyoudidn'tgetmepregnantagain,I

would'vestilllovedit.

Nkosi:ItsnotmyfaultthatIcanscoreperfect

goals.Imean,youcannotgetenoughofthis

guydownthere.

Iglaredathimandhejustlaughedatmewhile

eatingthehorriblesmellingFrenchtoast.

Nkosi:Justsaying,nowcometodaddy.I've

missedyou

Me:Wherearethekids?

Nkosi:Thekidsarewiththeirgrandparentsand

todayisjustaboutyouandme.

Me:Oh,you'releavingtonight.Ihadalmost

forgottenaboutthat.

Nkosi:Comeon,don'tbesadnow.Itsforthe

best

Me:Yesitisbutwe'llmissyou.Wecannoteven



gettocallyou

Nkosi:YesandI'llleavemyphonesherewith

you,you'llmanageright?Themonthwillbeover

justnow,Ipromiseyou.Nowgotakeashower

Me:Idon'tevenfeellikegoingtotakeonebut

I'llgo

Nkosi:I'lljoinyou

BeforeIevenansweredhecarriedmeandwent

tothebathroomupstairs.Wetookalong

showertogetherandhedriedusbothup.Iwore

awhitelongsummerdresswithsandalsandhe

worejeansandablackT-shirt.

Nkosi:Let'sgo

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Nkosi:You'llsee.

Iwaswonderingwherecouldwepossiblybe

goinghereinLangelihle.Ijustfollowedhimand

wegotinsidethecar.WedroveforawhileandI



fellasleep.Iwokeupafterafewhoursandwe

weredrivinginanareafilledwithsomanytrees.

Itlookedlikeaforest.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Nkosi:We'realmostthere.

After30minswehadfinallyreachedour

destination.Wewereparkednexttoabeautiful

mountain.WegotoutthecarandNkosiheld

myhand.

Me:Don'ttellmewe'regoingupthatmountain

please.

Nkosi:Unfortunately,weare.Iknowyounota

personofnaturebutIamandIknowyou'lllove

ittoo.Nowcome,let'sgo.Don'tbelazy.

Me:Nkosinathi,you'llpayforthis.

Nkosi:Inthemostpleasurableway.

Ilaughedathimandwewalked.Thedistance

wasn'tthatlongfromwhereweweregoing.



Therewasasmallwoodenhouseandapicnic

laidoutonthebeautifulfreshgrass.Itwasso

beautifulandromantic,IlookedatNkosiandhe

hadabeautifulwidesmileonhisface.Tears

werethreateningtofall,itwasjustsobeautiful,

therewasallmyfavoritefoods,smallfully

pillowsandfruitjuice.Hehadalcoholfor

himself,Heineken,whohasInguduonapicnic.

OnlyNkosinathiwoulddothat

Nkosi:Ihopeyoulikeit

Me:Iloveit!

Wesatdownandate,Iatealot.Ididn'tknowI

wasthishungryuntilIate.Iguessitsbecause

I'meatingfortwo.Hehadthisfreakishsmileon

hisfaceandIcouldn'texactlysaywhatwason

hismind.

Nkosi:Iloveseeingyouhappyandeatinglike

it'sthelasttime.

Me:HahNkosi,stopjudgingmyeatinghabits



becauseI'mexpectingyourchildhere.Icannot

believeyougotmepregnantagainMkhize,this

isdefinatelythelastpregnancy.

Nkosi:We'llhaveasmanykidsaswecanmake.

Mkhizeisstillgoingtoworkandyou'restill

goingtogointhatlabourwardandhavemy

babies.

Me:We'llseeaboutthatbecauseI'llremovemy

womb

Nkosi:Nowifeofminewilldothat.You'renot

goingtodothatAyabonga!Andwe'renotgoing

todiscussthis!

Me:Chill,Iwasjustjoking.Noneedtogetall

upsetaboutit.

Helookeddownandstayedsilentforawhile.

Nkosi:I'msorryIgotangryandshoutedatyou.

Idon'tlikebeinglikethisandIhatehurtingyou

becauseofmyangerissues.I'llbegettinghelp,

IpromiseI'llcomebackasabetterperson



who'llbeabletocontrolhisanger.I'llchange

myways,justforyoumylove.NayeInever

wanttolooseyouandifIstaythisway,itmight

leadtothat.Justwaitforme

Me:Nkosinathi,IloveyouandIloveyouforwho

youare.ButIhateyourangerissuesandI'm

gladyou'llgethelp.We'llgothroughthis

togetherandI'llwaitforyou.

Nkosi:I'mgladyouwill.

Wesatforawhileandstartedkissing.Thekiss

wastoointense,Ipulledaway.I'mnotaboutto

havesexwithmyhusbandatthetopofthe

mountain.

Nkosi:Let'sgo

Me:Whereto?

Nkosi:You'llsee.

IguessIshouldstopaskingaboutour

whereaboutstodaybecauseIwon'tbetold.He



carriedmetothewoodenhouseanditwasabit

darkyetitwasjust1pm.Helitthecandlesand

itwasbeautiful.This,thislookedlikethesetting

on"Ifonly"oneofmyfavoritemovies!Ilooked

atNkosiandhesmiled

Me:How?Howdidyoumakethishappen?

Nkosi:Ihavemyways.Irememberedhow

muchyoulovedandalwaystalkedaboutthe

scenewheretheygotothiswoodenhouseand

itsrainingtheymakelovethere.SoIwanted

youtoexperiencethattoo,wellbesidestherain.

Andwiththesetting,Igotsomehelpfrom

ZandyandPhelo.

Me:Thankyou!Thankyousomuchforthis.I

feelsospecial

Nkosi:Youarespecialandyou'remorethan

justbeingspecialtome.ImeanitwhenIsay,

You'remylife.Wewereboundbyfate.

Itiptoedandputmyarmsaroundhisneckand



kissedhim.Hetookoffmyclothesandwelaid

onthebed.

Me:Makelovetome.

Hekissedmyneckandopenedmylegsabit

wider.Whilesuckingmybreastsheinserted

twofingersinmyhoneypotanditfeltsogood.

Heinsertedhismanhoodandthrustedslowly.It

feltsogood,webecameoneandIfeltit,Ifelt

hisloveforme.Thewayheheldme,itwas

gentleandsogoodIclosedmyeyes...He

stopped!

Me:Whatareyoudoing?Whydidyoustop?

Nkosi:LookatmeAyabonga,don'tcloseyour

eyes.

Iopenedmyeyesandhelookeddeeplyintomy

eyes,ourforeheadswereagainsteachotheras

hepenetrateddeeperanddeeper.Afterawhile

webothclimaxedtogetherandhelaidontopof

me



Me:You'reheavy,move.

HelaughedandmovedthenIlaidonhim.

Nkosi:Andthen,you'realsoheavysomove.

Me:You'recrazy,I'mnotdoingthat.

Heheldmetightlyandkeptonrubbingmy

stomach.Welaidlikethatforamomentjustin

silence.Sofar,todayhasbeensuchagoodday

andIlovedeveryminuteofit.

Nkosi:I'llbuyyouadildooravibrator.

Me:Whatfor?

Nkosi:Soyoucanserviceyourhornyselfwhile

I'maway.Webothknowhowhornyyouget

whenyou'repregnant.

Ilaughedathimtilltearsfellfrommyeyes,I

couldn'tstoplaughingatthenonsensehejust

said.

Me:ReallynowNkosinathi?Wellyoudon'thave

to,Ialreadyhaveone.Iuseittosatisfymyself



whenyoudon't.

He'seyeswidenedandIknowIjustbrokehis

ego.ItfeltsogoodandIlaughedathim

Nkosi:Whatdidyoujustsay?Tellmeyou're

joking?Whendoyouevenusethatthing?Idon't

satisfyyou?

Me:Thelookonyourface!Gosh!Iloveit.Babe,

I'mjoking.

Isaidbetweenlaughsandhelookedcalmafter

IhadtoldhimthatI'mjoking.Thebestwayto

breakamansegoistocommentonhis

bedroomperformance.

Nkosi:Soyoudon'thaveadildo?

Me:No,Idon'thaveonebutitdoesn'tmeanI've

neverownedone.

Nkosi:Wow,andithelped?

Me:Yesitdidbutitdidn'tsatisfyme.Buthey,I

wasn'tsingleandnotgettinganysobeggers



can'tbechoosers.

Nkosi:Wow,IcannotbelievewhatI'mhearing

withmyowntwoears.Wellyou'llneverneed

thatagain,I'mherenowandI'mheretostay.

Whowouldleavesuchahothoneypot?Iloveit.

Hesaidwhileplayingwithmyclit.Wemade

loveonceagainandtookashower.Weheaded

tothecarandhedroveustoournext

destinationwhichishome.Afterabouttwo

hoursitwasaround6:30pmwearrivedatthe

royalhouse.He'llbeleavingtonightat9,his

flightisat9:30pm.Itwillbesadtoseehimgo

butitsforthebest.Wegothomeandhetold

metositinthecarandnotcomeout,wowI'm

stuckinacarinthegaragebecausemy

husbandsaidso.Afterabout15minshecame

backwithablindfoldandblindfoldedme.

Me:Nkosinathiwhat'sgoingon?YouknowI

hatebeingblindfolded,IfeellikeI'mgoingto

fall.



Nkosi:Youwon'tfall,justholdmyhandand

don'taskmanyquestions.

WewalkedwhileIwasholdinghishand.

Nkosi:Okaystandhere,don'tmoveoryou'llfall.

Me:Ibetternotbeonanedgeofacliff.

Nkosi:You'resodramaticNaye,there'snocliff

here.Justchill

Me:Mxmdon'tannoymeNkosinathiplease

Nkosi:Hormones

Helaughedatmeandtookofftheblindfold.

WowIcouldn'tbelievewhatIsawwithmyown

eyes.Iblinkedone,twiceandclosedmyeyes

thanopenedthemagain.

Nkosi:Thisbabyisyoursmydearwife.

Me:Nkosinathi!!!

Iscreamedandjumpedathim,wealmostfell

togetherandIcouldn'tstopscreaming.A



PorcheCayenneGTS!!AcarI'vealwaysloved!I

loveit!Iloveit!Hehasjustmademethe

happiestwomanalive!

Me:Thankyou!ThankyouMkhize!Thankyou

verymuch.Iloveyou!

Ikissedhimandjumpedoffhim.

Me:Wherearethekeys!

Nkosi:Here,goforaspinaroundtheyardand

comeback.

Me:Yessir!

Itookmynewcarforaspinanditfeltgood

drivingit.Wow,I'maluckywoman,myhusband

makesmesohappyandIjusthavenowords

forwhathedidtoday.Iparkedinthegarage

andhetookmyhandaswewalkedtothemain

door.

Nkosi:I'mgladyouloveyourcar.

Me:Iloveitbabe,thankyousomuch.I'mvery



happy,IcannotevenexplainhowhappyIam

rightnow.

Wewentinsideandtherewereartificialroses

onthekitchencounterwithasmallnotenextto

it.Itread"Weloveyoumom,we'veprepared

somethingforyoutoshowyouourappreciation.

Cometothebackyardplease.

Me:Doyouknowwhat'sgoingonhere?

Nkosi:No,Ihavenoidea.Let'sgothough.

WewenttothebackyardandKwenzowas

standingsmiling

Kwenzo:Mah!Mah!Come

Ilaughedandwenttohim,hehadanOreo

chocolatewithasmallnote.Itread"Remember

howyoualwaysdreamedofyourfatherwalking

youdowntheaisle,I'llbetheonewhowalks

youdowntheaisle."

Ismiledandtearsfloweddownmycheeksand



hewipedthemoff.Hehuggedhimandmoved

ontoEmihle.

Shegavemeanoteandsmiled.Itreadas

follows"Iknowyoustillwanttowearthose

dressesandsayIdo,justsayyesandI'llmake

ithappen."Ihuggedherandkissedher.

Nkosinathiwasjustfollowingmeallthistime

andwewerenowstandingwithMaQholding

Lisakhanya.Shegavemeanote..."Willyou

marryme?"

Ilaughedandkissedmylittleprincessescheek.

AndthenturnedtoNkosinathiwhowasnowon

hiskneeswithabox,witharinginsideofit.

Me:Nkosinathi,yes!YesI'llmarryyou,again.

Ilaughedwithtearsflowingandwekissed.

Me:WhereamIgoingtoputthisring?Youdo

realizeIhavethreeringsnow?

Nkosi:You'llkeepthemall.



Me:I'llwearthefirstoneandthisone.I'llput

theotheroneinitsbox.

Nkosi:Itsyourchoicemylove.Thankyoufor

sayingyes,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore.IguessIhaveaweddingto

plan

Emihle:Yeswedomommy!!!

Welaughedandallhuggedasafamily.We

wentinsidethehouseandIbreastfed

Sabelosababakhe.Wehadsuppertogetherand

Nkosituckedthekidsinbedandsaidgoodbye

tothem.WewenttoourroomandIpackedhis

toiletries,he'llbeleavinginanhourandahalf

soI'llpackallthelastlittlethingsImight've

forgotten.

Nkosi:I'llmissyouandthekids

Me:We'llmissyoutoomylove,I'llstayherein

Langelihleforthenextweekandthengoback

toDurban.



Nkosi:Won'tthekidsmissschool?

Me:Theywill,justforthatweek.I'vealready

sentanemailtotheirschools.Thehousewill

bejustboringwithoutyoubeingtheresowe'll

stayhere.

Nkosi:Okaybabe.Comehere

Iwenttohimandwekissedandmadelove

againandagain.Afterweweredonewetooka

showerandheworehistracksuit.

Me:Guessitstimeforyoutogo.

Nkosi:Yesitis.Don'tbesadNokukhanya,I'llbe

back.I'mjustleavingforamonth.

Me:I'mnotsad,I'lljustmissyou.

Nkosi:I'llmissyoutoo.Walkmetothecar

Iwalkedhimthereandhe'sdriverputhisbags

inthecarandthefamilycametosaygoodbye

King:Goodbyeson,you'vegrowntobeareal

man.I'mproudofyou.



Nkosi:Thankyou.

Theyleftandgaveussomeprivacy.

Me:Goodbye

Nkosi:Justsaybye,whenyousaygoodbye

you'remakingitsoundlikeitsforgood.

Me:OkaybyeNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Makeavideoofyourfirstscan,I've

alreadymadearrangementsforit.

Me:Willdo

Icouldn'tstopmyself,Ijustcriedandwe

huggedforawhile.

Driver:Boss,itstimetoleave.We'realreadylate.

Nkosi:OkayI'mcoming.

Wekissedandhewipedoffmytears.Hekissed

myforeheadonelasttimeandgotinsidethe

car.

Nkosi:Remember,Iloveyou.



ThecardroveoffandIsmiled.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,rememberthat...

Iwhisperedtomyselfandwentinsidethe

house.Iwenttobedandscrolledthroughhis

phone,hewassecretlytakingpicturesofme

today.Ilaughedtomyselfandsaidmyprayers

beforeIslept.God,keephimsafeformeandlet

thisprocessbesuccessful...It'sgoingtobea

long,long,long,longmonth.Iwishhewas

comingbackhomealready.
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Itsbeenaweeksincehehasleft.Ihaven't



heardfromhimsincethedayheleftandthat

breaksmyheart.Ijusthavetowaitanother

weeksoI'llbeabletoseehim,Imisshimso

muchIthoughtitwouldbeeasierifwewerein

Langelihleandtherewerepeoplewhowould

keepmecompanylikeLusandabithe'sallIever

thinkabout.Ijustwishhe'sdoingwelllike

Bongakeepsontellingme.WhatIdon't

understandwaswhyNkositoldthe

rehabilitationcenternottocontactmeandtell

meabouthisprogress,Bongaistheonethey

contact.WeflewbacktoDurbanlastnightand

nowI'mpreparingthekid'sforschoolwithMam

ZondihelpingmewithLisa.Shedecidedtobe

anearlybirdtonightandshe'sbeencryingnon-

stoplatelyandIguessshejustmissesher

father.She'sDaddy'slittlegirl.

Emihle:WhenisDaddycomingback?His

businesstripistakingtoolong

Me:He'llbeback



Kwenzo:I'mfullmommy

Me:Butbaby,youhaven'teventouchedyour

food.

Kwenzo:Iwantdaddytofeedmelikehealways

does

Me:Butdaddyisn'thereKwenzo,eat.

HestartedcryingandItriedfeedinghimbuthe

didntwanttoeat.Ididn'twanttostartcrying

toobutmytearswerethreatningtodoso.Ijust

wantedtocryandletitallout.Honestly,things

aredifficultwithoutNkosinathi.

Danny:What'sgoingonhere?

Me:Hewontstopcrying,Idon'tknowwhatto

donow.Hewantshisfather

Danny:DontcrynowNaye,he'llcryalotmore

whenheseesyoucrying.Kwenzo,comehere.

Me:I'lltogochangeLisa'snappy.Emihle,brush

yourteeth.You'llbelateforschool.



Danny:Dontworryyourself,i'lltakethemto

school.Justtakecareofthelittleone.

Me:ThankyouDanny.Byebabies,seeyouafter

school.

IwentupstairswithLisaandchangedher

nappy.MamZondihadalreadybathedhersoI

fedherandtriedputtinghertosleep.Ittook

twolonghoursforhertofinallyfallasleep.Iput

herinherbedandtookashower.Ireceivedan

emailfromNkosi'sPA,apparentlyI'mneededat

theofficeimmediately.Iworemygreysuitand

stiletto's.

Me:MamZondi,I'mgoingtoNkosinathi'soffice

forameeting.I'llbebacksoon,pleaseprepare

lunch.

Mam:Okaymychild.Gowell

Ithankedherandtookmycarkeys,i'llbrdriving

mynewbaby.Thrdrivercametomeand

openedthedoorforme.



Me:Don'tworry,I'lldrivemyself.

Driver:Nomam,thebossstrictlytoldmenotto

allowyoutodrive.IwillloosemyjobifIletyou

drive.

Me:I'myourbosseswifeandIwanttodrive

myself.Don'tupsetmeplease

Driver:Nocandomam,Idon'twanttoupsetthe

boss.

Me:Wellyou'reupsettingme!PlusMrMkhizeis

nothere,hewon'tknowIdrove.

Driver:Mam,whereshouldItakeyou?Idon't

wantyoutobelate.

Ihuffedandgotinsidethecar.Thisguy!

Nkosinathiisnotevenherebuthe'sableto

controlthethingsIdo.Whythehelldidhebuy

meacarificannotdriveitmyself?Wegotto

hisworkplaceandthestaresIalwaysgetwhen

I'mherearejustsouncomfortable,theytreat

melikeafragileegg.



Me:WhereisMrMkhuze'PA?

Lady:She'sintheboardroomMrsMkhize,I'll

callherforyou.

Me:I'llbeattheoffice.

Iwentthereandsatonthetable,tookoffmy

shoesandateabaronechocolatethatwasin

thedrawer.Iwonderwhyhekeepsthemthere.I

haven'thadhecticmorningsicknesses,Iguess

thispregnancywillbelesscomplicatedand

heavylikemypreviouspregnancy.Shecamein

lookingverybeautifulandherskinisjust

alwayssofresh,shessobeautifulandIhate

thatsheworkscloselywithmyhusbandbut

that'snoreasontogetherfiredjustbecauseof

myinsecurities.

Her:Mam,youcalledme?

Me:Yes,Igotyouremail.YousaidIwas

neededhereimmediately.

Her:Mam,eversinceMrMkhizetookhisleave,



thingsaren'tinplace.Oneoftheaccountants

here,whoisafriendofminetoldmethat

there'smoneymissingthathasbeentaken

fromtheCanadaaccount.

Me:DidyoutellthetemporaryCEO?

Her:No,shesuspectshimsotellinghim

wouldnthavebeenagoodidea.

Me:Okay,thankyoufortellingme.I'dliketo

speaktothisfriendofyoursplease.

Her:She'sstillinherlunchbreak.ButI...

Me:Callherandtellhertogettomyoffice

immediately.Youcango

Her:Oh...I'lldothat

Me:Whyareyoustillstandingherestaringat

me?

Her:NothingMam,I'msorry.Itsjustthat,Ilove

yourshoes.

Me:Thankyou



Shenoddedandleft.Iwentthroughmyphone

lookingatmypictureswithNkosi,Iwonderhow

ishedoing.ImisshimandIjustwishthis

monthwasoveralready.Istaredatourpictures

forawhileandthereceptionistbargedinandi

quicklywipedoffmytears.Ididn'tevenrealize

thatIwascrying.

Her:AreyouokayMam?

Me:Yes,Iam.

Her:Ibroughtyousomemuffinsandtea,hope

youenjoythem.I'lljustleavethemhere

Me:CanyouordermeKFCdunckedwings,

carrotcakeandNandoschicken

Her:Oh,okayMamIwill.

Me:Andifthere'sanywayyoucouldgetme

creambunsfrompicknpay,I'dreally

appreciateit.

Shelookedatmewithadisgustedface,she's



judgingmeIcanjusttellbyherfacial

expression.Shelookslikethetypethateats

rabbitfoodonly,sheneedssomemeatonher

bones.WhathappenedtoLeeAnnanyways?I

dontknowthisskinnyassbitchjudgingme.

Me:Beforeyoujudgemefurtherandgogossip

aboutmewithyourcolleagues,I'mpregnant.

Getmyfoodplease,closethedoorbehindyou.

Her:YesMam

Me:Nexttime,knockbeforeyoubargeinlike

youowntheplace,understood?

Her:YesMrsMkhize.

ShewentoutandIrolledmyeyes.That'swhat

yougetforjudgingmyeatinghabits,likeI'm

eatingfortwo.Webothgotbigstomachstofill

up.Andwhere'sthataccountant?Idon'thave

allday.After30minsmyfoodcameandiate

likethere'snotomorrow.ThePAcameinwith

anotherprettylady,no,Ineedtostartcoming



herealldayeverydaybeforetheystart

schemingongettingmyman.Allbeautiful

womanwillbefired!Joking,Iwouldn'tgothat

farplusItrustmyhusbandandIlovehim.He

wouldn'thurtmeinthatway,heknowsI'dkill

himorcutoffhismanhood.

Her:GoodDayMammynameisKate.

Me:MrsMkhize,sitdown.

PA:I'llbeinmyofficeifyouneedme.

Me:No,Youcanstayhere.MsFunwayo

PA:Please,callmePalesa.

Me:OkayPalesasitdown.Kate,tellmewhats

goingon?

Kate:WellMamwhileIwasbusywiththe

businessesfinancialbooks,Ipickedupthat

12millionismissingfromthebusinessandit

wastakenfromtheCanadaaccounts.I'mnot

theheadofFinancedepartmentheresoI



couldn'tintervene.

Me:WhoistheCFO?

Kate:MrGumede,butheisnotintoday.He

tookasickleave.

Me:I'llgettothebottomofit.Thankyoufor

comingforwardwiththisinformation.Icannot

finishthisfoodnow,Idon'tfeellikeeating

anymore.Joinme

Palesa:Icanneversaynotofood,whydidyou

getsomuch?

Me:Pregnancy

Kate:Ohwow!CongratulationsMrsMkhize

ItookmyphoneandtextedPhila"pleasegetto

Nkosi'sofficeASAP"injustaminuteIreceived

acallfromhim

Phila:MaHlase,What'sgoingon?

Me:GethereandI'lltellyouaboutit.



Phila:You'refinethough?Everythingokaywith

youandthekids?

Me:YesPhilasandenowcome

Phila:I'llbetherein5mins.

IendedthecallandhadasmallchatwithKate

andPalesa.Theyarenotsobadafterall,Kateis

marriedandhastwokids.Palesaisengaged,

sheactuallyinvitedmetoherwedding.

Speakingofweddings,ialsohaveaweddingto

plan.I'lljustcallmyweddingplannerandgoon

witheverythingiwantedpreviouslythough

there'llbesomelittlechangeshereandthere

buteverythingwillbewhatI'vealwayswanted

andmore.Nkosistillsaidihavenobudgetlimit

soI'mhavingmybridalpartyinZanzibarand

I'mgoingtogetnewdresses,whichmeansI'll

havefourweddingdresses.Helovesitwheni

spendhismoneysothat'swhatI'lldo.

Tomorrow,I'mgoingshoppingandI'llshopall

daylong.



Palesa:You'reveryintimidating,theresjust

somethingaboutyouthaticannotpointout.

Kate:She'sscary,Iactuallyfeelveryhonoured

tobesittinghereandhavinglunchwithyou.

Palesa:You'relikeMrMkhize,youguysare

perfectforeachother.Idon'tthinkI'veever

evenseenMrMkhizesmile.He'sscary

Me:Butyouworkwithhimeveryday

Palesa:Andeverydayifeellikeicouldjustpee

onmyselfwhenhecallsmyname.He'sscary,

everyoneisscaredofhiminthisbuilding.Some

workersherehaveneverevenseenhimlike

facetoface.Theyworkforhimbuthavenever

seenhim

Me:Howcome?Doesntheinterviewthemor

something?

Kate:Theressomeonehiredforthat.

WowIdon'tknowmuchaboutthisbusinesss



butI'mgladNkosinathiislikethat,he'stheir

bossnottheirfriend.Philabargedinwithhis

eyeswideopen

Me:Itoldyounothing'swrong,youworrytoo

much.

Phila:MsFunwayo,MrsMphemba.

Kate:GoodDayMrNgcobo

Palesa:GoodDaySir,MrsMkhizewe'llseeyou

nexttime.Thankyouforlunch.

Me:Mypleasure.

TheyleftusandPhilaclosedthedoor

Phila:Sowhatsgoingon?

Me:WellKatesaysthere'smoneymissingand

ithasbeentakenfromtheCanadaaccounts

Phila:Kate?

Me:MrsMphemba

Phila:Oh,howmucharewespeakingabout



here?

Me:12million

Phila:Shit,Nkosinathiwillloosehismind.Any

suspects?

Me:Idon'tevenknowaquarterofthestaffhere

andhowtoevenrunacompany.ThatswhyI

calledyouherebecauseyou'llknowwhattodo.

Phila:I'llgettothebottomofitdon'tworry.By

tomorroweverythingwillbesortedout.How's

thelittleonethere?

Me:He/sheisokay.Philasande

Phila:Mmmh?

Me:Howishe?

Phila:Howiswho?

Me:YouknowwhoI'mtalkingaboutPhila,how

ismyhusband.

Phila:Idon'tknow...Youknowwe'renot



allowedtocontacthim...andifiknewI'dtell

youplus...uhmBongaistheonewhotheygive

feedbacktoo.

Me:Sincewhendoyoustutterwhenyouspeak?

IknowyouknoweverythingPhilasande.

Phila:ArghNaye,whydidyouhavetoaskme?

Okay,he's...He'sfine,hejustneedsyoutobe

strongforhimandlookafterthebabies.Don't

worryaboutthecompanyI'lltakecareofit.

Me:Isitbad?

Phila:Naye,Ithinkyoushouldgohomeandrest.

Me:ThisismyhusbandPhila!Ideservetoknow.

Phila:AndI'mtellingyouthatheisfine.Now

come,i'llwalkyoutoyourcar.

Hetookmybagandopenedthedoorforme.

WewalkedinsilenceandIwasstressed,I'm

worriedaboutmyhusbandandIjustdon't

understandwhyamInottoldabouthis



condition

Phila:Don'tthinkaboutit,stressisnotgoodfor

thebaby.

Me:Iforgotyoucanreadpeople'sminds.Just

makesurehe'swelltakencareoff,please.

Phila:I'lldoso.FridayI'llfetchEmihleand

Kwenzokuhle.They'llspendtheweekendatmy

place.Bongawilltalktoyouaboutthe

arrangementsofyouseeinghim.

Me:Thankyou

Igotintocarandthedriverdroveoff.Igot

home,changedthenfedmylittleangel.Daddy

willbeokayandhe'llbehomesoon

Sabelosababakhe,wellhopefully.
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IcannotstopthinkingaboutmyhusbandandI

havelostweightinjustaspaceoftwoweeks,

I'msupposedtobeseeinghimthisweekendon

Saturdaybutijustcannotwaitforthatlong,it's

WednesdaytodayandSaturdayisjusttoofar.If

Idon'tseehimi'llloosemysanityandthey'll

findmeinapsychiatrichospital.

Me:Kids!Wakeup,breakfastisready.

I'mdoingeverythingmyselftoday,it'sMam

Zondi'sdayoffluckilyLisakhanya'sstill

peacefullysleeping.Mystomachisstartingto

showandI'msupposedtogoseemygynaebut

Ijustdon'tfeellikegoing.Ihavealotonmy

plateplusshe'llbeshoutingatmeforlosing

weightsoI'mjustnotreadyforthoselectures.



Me:Emihle!Kwenzokuhle!

Kwenzo:Yezamamakhe(Comingmommy)

Emihle:I'mstilllookingformyshoes

Me:Emihle!WhatdidItellyouaboutthrowing

yourshoesanywherewhenyougetbackfrom

school!Theshoerackisthereforareason.

You'llbelateforschool

Emihle:Butmom,you'reshoutingatme.

Me:OfcauseIam!Andifyoudon'tfindthat

shoeIwillpinchyou!Kwenzokuhle,eat!

Thesekidswillmakemeloosemymind.I'm

alsojustsuchamessrightnowandIjustdon't

knowwhattodo.

Kwenzo:Ma,Emihleiscrying.

Me:Ohgod,helpme.

Iwalkedtoherroomandfoundhercrying

behindthedoor.



Me:Whyareyoucrying?

Emihle:Youshoutedatmemommy,younever

dothat.Eversincedaddyleftyou'vebeen

shoutingatus,daddydoesn'tlikethatandI'll

tellhim

Me:(sighs)I'msorrymydaughterIdidn'tmean

toshoutatyou.It'sjustthatI'mabitstressed

latelyandI'llmakeituptoyou,I'mreallysorry.

Emihle:Canyouhelpmefindmyshoe?

Me:YesIwillbutnexttime,makesureyouput

themintheshoerackokay?

Emihle:Yesmom.

WestoodupandlookedfortheshoebutLisa

decidedtowakeupandcryoutloud

Me:Emihle,lookunderthebed.ImcomingLisa,

don'tcry.

Itookherandfedheryetshedidn'tstopcrying.

Me:Sssshdon'tcrymybaby.Don'tcry



Emihle:Wearedonemom,weneedtogetto

school.

Me:I'mcoming.

ItookLisaandmycarkeysthencalledthekids.

Me:Emihle,gocallthedriverplease.

Kwenzo:Icalledhimalready.

Wewentinsidethecarandthedriverdroveof

toKwenzo'spreschoolfirstsinceitscloserand

afterthatwedroppedoffEmihle.Whenwegot

homeitwasabitbetterandLisahadallmy

attention.Itookofmyclothesandwebathed

together.Afterweweredone,Ipackedabagfor

herandwentovertoSiya'shouse.Ijustneedto

getoutofmyhouseandbewithoneofmy

friends.

Me:Siyamthanda!!

Juniorcameandhehasgrownsomuch,heis

tootallsoonhe'llbetallerthanme.



Junior:Mom,AuntNayeishere.I'mleavingnow

Me:Whereareyougoing?

Junior:School

Me:Aren'tyoulateforschoolnow?Its9:30

Junior:Momdidcalltheschoolandtoldthem

I'llbelate

Me:You'reingrade1yetyoujustcometo

schoolatanytimeyouwant

Junior:Iwaslazy.Momisupstairs,bye.

Isatonthecouchandwatchedtv.Afterafew

minutesPhilacamedownstairs

Phila:Oh,HeyNaye

Me:MorningPhilasande

Siya:Nayedidyoueat?

Me:MorningtoyoutooSiyamthandaandnoI

didn'teat,I'mnothungry.

Phila:Ladies,Ihaveameetingwiththegents.



Seeyoulater

Me:Iwanttospeakwithallofyou.

Phila:Uhm...We'lldothattomorrow,makesure

youeat.

HekissedSiyaandliterallyranout.Mxm!He's

pissingmeoffrightnowbecauseIknowthere's

somethinghe'shidingfromme.Maybehe's

wifeknowsandshe'lltellme.

Me:StarttalkingSiyamthanda

Siya:About?

Me:YouknowwhatI'mtalkingabout.Your

husbandishidingthingsfrommeabout

Nkosinathi

Siya:Andhe'shidingitfrommetoo.Hewas

stressedyesterdayandthey'vebeenhaving

thesemeetingsalot.Idon'tthinkanyofusgirls

knowwhatsgoingon.EvenMayiisaround

Me:What?Whydidn'tIknowaboutthat?



Siya:Ialsodidn'tknowaboutit.Isawhimlast

night,hewasonthephonewithhe'sfather.I

honestlydon'tknowwhat'sgoingonbutwhati

knowisthatyoushouldeat,Nayeyou'rea

gynae.Youofallpeopleshouldknowthatit's

notgoodforyoutobelosingweightandbeing

stressedwhileyou'repregnant.

Me:Iknowitsjustthatall...

Siya:Shutupanddon'tgivemeexcuses.Come

sitdownandeat,You'llfinishtwoplatesoffood.

I'llsitwithLisawhileyoueat.

Me:YesMrsNgcobo

Isatdownandate,Iwasactuallyveryhungry

butIjustdidn'tfeellikeeating.I'veneglected

myselfandmylittlebsvygrowinginsideofme.I

ateandfinished3plates.

Me:Iwanttoseehimtoday

Siya:Doyouthinkthat'spossible?



Me:Idon'tknowbutIwanttoseehim.Ijust

don'tknowifit'sagoodideatogowithLisa.

Siya:IthinkyoushouldgospeakwithBongaor

Philafirstthengoseehim.I'llbabysitLisa,I

don'tmind.

Me:Idon'tneedtheirpermissiontogoseemy

husband.Letmecallthecenterandtellthem

I'mcoming.

Siya:Ohokay

Me:IthinkIhavethenumberonthisphone...

uhmyep,thereitis.

Siya:Putitonloudspeaker.

Ididasshesaid.Itrangforafewtimesand

someoneanswered

Lady:George'sRehabilitationCenterhello,how

mayIhelpyou?

Me:Goodmorningmamyou'respeakingtoMrs

Mkhize.I'dliketomakeanappointmentfor



todayat11o'clock.Ineedtocheckonmy

husbandsprogress

Lady:I'msorryMrsMkhize,Idon'tthinkthatwe

haveyourhusbandhere.Letmecheckthe

documentshere.Mayyoupleasetellmehis

nameandsurname?

Me:MrNkosinathiMkhize

Lady:Sorrymamwedon'thaveaMrNkosinathi

Mkhizehere.TheonlyNkosinathiwehavehere

isNkosinathiBhekezulu.

Me:Oh,I'msorryforwastingyourtime.Thank

you

IendedthecallandSiyahadhereyeswide

opened.

Siya:Areyousurethat'sthecorrectcenter?

Me:Yesitis.Wherearetheymeeting?

Siya:Lyanda'shouse.Letmegetmybagsand

carkeyssowecango,theyhavealotof



explainingtodo.

Whileshewenttogetherthings,itooksome

fruitsinthefridgeandshecarriedLisaandI

tookherkeys.Ihonestlydon'tknowwhat's

goingonbutI'llfindout.IdroveasquicklyasI

could.Idon'tknowwhySiyachoseahouseso

farfromus.Itwouldbebetterifwewereinmy

house,wewouldbetherebynow.

Siya:Stopdrivinglikethat,there'sababyhere.

Me:We'vearrivedalready.

Iparkedandwentstraightintothehouse.

Me:Bongani!Philasande!Mayibongwe!Lyanda!,

Athenkosi!Mpho!Danny!Thabo!Jabulani!

Lubabalo!

Athi:Shit!She'shere

Me:DamnrightI'mhere!Startexplaining

Siya:CalmdownNaye

Me:Don'ttellmetocalmdown!Bongani?



Bonga:We'llseeNkosionSaturdaylikeIhave

alreadyexplainedtoyou,thecentreonlyallows

youtoseehimthisSaturday

Me:George'sRehabilitationCentrehuh?

Jabu:Yes

Me:I'mnotstupid

Siya:WeknowNkosinathiisnotatthatcentre

sostoplyingtous

Mpho:Yougirlslovesnoopingaround.You

shouldletthisgo

Me:ThisismyhusbandandIdeservetoknow!

Whatareyouhidingfromme?

Lubah:ItoldNkosithiswasabadidea.

Me:Whatisit!Cansomebodypleasestart

talking...whereismyhusband?

Phila:CalmdownNaye,we'lltellyoueverything

ifyoujustcalmdown.He'satanothercentre.



Me:Why?Whydidn'tyoutellmetheexactplace

heisin?Iwanttoseehim.

Jabu:You'llseehimwhenhe'sback.He'llbe

backoncehe'sbetter.

BreatheNokukhanya,breathe.Inandout,in

andout.Justcalmdown,stressisnotgoodfor

thebaby.Justcalmdown

Me:I'llsitdownandwe'llalltalklikeadults.

GivememychildSiyamthanda

Siya:She'sasleep,I'llputherinbed.

Me:Thankyou.Sowhowillexplainwhatsgoing

onhere?

Thabo:WhenNkosiwasyounghesaw

somethingthatchangedhislifeforeverand

thatswhyhe'sthewayheistoday.

Me:Whatisthat?

Mpho:It'snotourplacetotellyou.Onlyhecan

tellyouandIassureyouhe'llcomebacka



bettermanandhe'lltellyou.He'sangerissues

willbedealthwithandallthetraumawillbe

gone.

Me:Whattrauma?Whereishe?Iwanttosee

himsohecanexplain.

Danny:There'snowayyoucanseehim

becauseheisoutofthecountry.

Bonga:Trustis,wedon'tknowwhereinthe

worldishe.

Mayi:Hewentonamission,notjustany

mission.He'sonthepyramidmission.

Myearsjustwentdeaf.Icouldntevenbelieve

whatIwashearing.Howcouldhe?Howcould

hedothistohimself,tousandtoourfamily.

Bonga:Wetoldhimitsnotagoodideabuthe

wantedtodoit.ItistheonlywayNkosiwould

dealwithhisdemons.Norehabilitationcentre

would'vehelpedNkosi.



Lyanda:Nkosinathiisadangerousman,much

moredangerousthanallofuscombined.

Mpho:Seewhatwe'retryingtosayisthat

Nkosinathi'sissuesarebiggerthanweallknow

andonlyheknowshowtodealwiththem.All

weneedtodoissupporthim

Me:Supporthimyousayhuh?Supporthim

whenwedon'tevenknowwhereonearthishe?

Hemightnotevenmakeitbackalive.Noone

haswenttothepyramidmissionandcame

backalive.NotevenyourfatherDanny,Razor

dideverythinginhispowernottogotothe

pyramidmissionbecauseheknewhe'sgoingto

godiethere.Nkosiwilldiethere!Whydidn'tyou

stophim!

Mayi:Naye!Don'tyouthinkweknowthat?This

ismybrotherwetalkingaboutandyouofall

peopleshouldknowthatoncehe'smadea

decision,noonechangeshismind.Hedidnt

wanttotellyoubecauseheknewyouwouldbe



abletostophimbecauseyouaretheonlyone

helistensto.Hewantedtodothisforyou,so

hecancomebackasabettermanforyouand

yourfamily.HeisputtinghislifeatriskFOR

YOU!

Me:Icannotdealwiththis.It'stoomuchforme.

Lubah:Justtrusthim

Me:Imightaswelljustpreparemyselffora

funeralthatsifhesbodywillevenreturn.People

diethere.

Bonganilaughedabitanddrankhiswhiskey.

Bonga:ThisisNkosinathiMkhizewe'retalking

about.Heisgoingtomakeitoutalive.

Thabo:He'llbethefirstandthelasttomakeit

outalive.Trustme,thisisNkosinathiMkhize.

#NNBBF
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WhatIwastoldyesterdayjustmademefeel

emptyinsideofme.WhatNkosinathididwas

justpureselfishnessandIdon'tunderstand

howcouldhetakesuchadrasticdecision

withouttalkingtomeaboutit.Iamhe'swifefor

heavenssake!HemarriedmeandIdeserveto

knoweverythingabouthimandtoknowabout

hisdecisionsandhavemyinput.Iamsomad

athimIdon'tthinkIcanforgivehimforthis.We

havekids!WehavethreechildrenandI'm

pregnantwhichmeanswehavefourkids,and

hejustdoesthis.Noonecomesoutofthe

pyramidmissionalive,itiswhereallthemost

dangerousmostfearedgangstersandsoldier's

goforwarandtheynevercomeback.Yougo

thereknowingyoujustgoingtoendyourlife.

Youfightbattlesalldaylong,you'regoingtokill



andalsobekilled.Thosewhohavewentthere

areseenaslegendarypeoplethatshouldbe

respectedandtheirbloodlines.Theyforever

remaininthethroneofgloryevenwhentheyare

deadtheyarestillfeared.Theirsonsarestill

feared.OnlydeadbodiescomebackandI

shouldalsopreparemyselfforafuneral.His

friendskeepontellingmetotrusthim?Trust

what!Heisstupidandselfish,howcouldhedo

this?Ijustdon'tunderstandandnooneis

thoroughlyexplainingtome.Hehasdemons

thatheneedstoface?Whatdemons!Itseems

asifIdon'tknowthemanImarried.Seethisis

whathappenswhenyoumarryamanyou've

beenwithforlessthanayear.YesIhadknown

himforfouryearsbutIdidn'tknowhimlikei

knowhimnowwelllikeIthoughtIdid.NowI

havetofacetheconsequencesofmyactions.

PhilafetchedthekidsyesterdayandIwasleft

withLisakhanya.I'mgladhetookthem,they'll

stayfortheweekendthere.I'mjustnotthe



bestmotherthesedaysandIsureamnotthe

bestpersontobearound.Itslike

SabelosababakheissensingthatI'mnotokay,

shedoesn'tevencryasmuchasshealways

does.I'vebeentakinggoodcareofmyselfand

I'vemanagedtogainbackafewkilos.Ihavean

appointment30minsfromnowwithDrKhanyile.

I'mnotevenlookingforwardtoitbutI'mjust

goingbecauseithadtobedone.Strangething

is,I'mgoingwithMpho.Heinsistedthatigo

andthathe'llcomewithme.Mybabybumpis

showingandyesI'vemadetheheadlinesagain.

Ijustdon'tpayattentiontowhatthemediahas

tosayaboutmeanymore,theyjustalwayshave

somethingtosay.

Mpho:Morning

Me:OhHi,Ididnthearyourcardrivein.

Mpho:Iwalkedhere.Keystothegarageplease?

Me:Onyourright,topshelf.I'llgogetLisa'sbag.



Icarriedher,changedherdiaperfirstandthen

tookherbag.MamZondiclosedthedoorand

weleft.

Mpho:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mnotsure.IcannotreallytellyouhowI'm

feelingbecauseIdon'tknow,whatIknowis

thatIhateyourfriend.

Mpho:Hateisastrongword.Iknowyou'rejust

upsetwithhim,youtryingtotellyourselfthat

youhatehimyetit'snotthat.Youcannotget

yourselftohatehim.Whathe'sdoingisbestfor

him,foryouandyourfamily.

Me:Goingtothepyramidmissionisbestforus?

It'sjustlikehimgoingtocommitsuicide.Heis

damnselfishandstupid.Whenishecoming

back?

Mpho:Hemightbebacksoonerthanee

expected.

InoddedandwegottoDrKhanyile'soffice.



DrK:Naye,it'sgoodtoseeyouagain.Iwas

expectingyouonyourfirstweek.

Me:Sorry,Ihadalottodoandcouldn'tcome.

Mpho:GoodDayDoc.

DrK:GoodDaySir.Naye,youknowthe

procedure.Getonthatbed

Me:YesMam

Iscrolledtothebedandlaidthere.Liftedupmy

t'shirt,Ifeltthecoldsubstanceonceagain.I'm

doingthisalone,myhusbandisinsomeforeign

place.I'mpregnantandgoingthroughthis

alone,thisseemssofamiliartome.ItslikeDeja

Vu,itshappeningagain.Iwentthroughmy

pregnancyalonewhileNdumisowasinsome

foreignplaceandit'shappeningwithNkosithis

timeandhemightnotevencomeback.God

whydoyouallowmetofallinlovewithsuch

people,peoplewholovedangeranddangeris

justwithinthem.Idon'tunderstandhowwould



apyramidmissionhelpNkosinathi.Thatisjust

adeathsentence.NowI'malone,yesMphois

herebutit'sdifferent.Ineedmyhusbandfor

thisbutnoohe'snothere.

DrK:Howwillyouseethesebeautifulbabiesif

youreyesareclosed?

Ididn'tevenrealizemyeyesareclosed.I've

beensolostinmythoughtsthatIhadtotally

forgottenwhatI'mevendoinghere.

Me:Thebabies??Whatdoyoumeanbabies?

IlookedatthescreenandyesIhavebabies

growinginsideofme,Ihavetwolittletwins.

Mpho:Wow,Congratulations.You'rehaving

twins.

Ijustcried,Godhasblessedmewithtwins.But

God,howamIgoingtodothisallalone?I'mtoo

weak.Godyousaidyou'dnevergiveus

challengesthatarebiggerthanwhatwecan

handle.Itseemsasifeverythingisjustbeing



thrownatme,thisisaheavyburdentocarry

andI'mgoingtofall.

Me:Mpho,Iwanttogohome.

Mpho:LettheDoctorfinishthenwe'llgo.

Me:MphoKatlegoLebone!Iwanttogohome!!

DrK:Naye,calmdown.Icanseeyou'revery

stressedlatelyandthatisnotgoodforthe

babies.Please,takecareofyourself.You

cannotaffordtoloosethesebabies.Theyarea

preciousgiftfromGod.Takecareofyourself.

Me:Thankyou.Youcankeepthescans

Mpho:No,I'lltakethem.She'snotthinking

straight.ThanksDoc

Itookmybabyandwalkedtothecar.He

droppedmeoffathomeandIthankedhim.I

wentinsideandputLisatosleep.Iwent

upstairsandtookoutmysuitcases.Ipacked

twosuitcasesfilledwiththekidsclothesand



onefilledwithmyclothes.Itookanotherone

andfilleditwitheverythingLisawillneed.Idon't

knowwhattoI'mdoingbutI'mdoingitanyways.

Ijustneestogetoutofhere.

MamZ:Mychild,whatareyoudoing?

Me:I'mleavingthatswhatI'mdoinglikethat

selfishbastarddid.Andwhenhecomesbackor

whenhe'sdeadbodycomesback,don'tcallme

becauseIamnothiswifeanymore!

IputallthebagsinmyX6andtookmychild.I

droveoff,Idon'tcarewhatMamZondidecides

todo.WhethersheleavesornotIdon'tcare.

She'soldenoughtoknowwhattodo.Ifound

myselfpullingoveratPhila'sparkinglot.Ifound

themstandingoutside.Good!Theyareallhere

andthey'llseewhattheirfrriendhasdonetome.

Kamo:Nayesweetiewhatareyoudoing?

Me:Justwaitandsee.

Iopenedthebootandthrewthesuitcasesat



them.

Me:Takethem!!Takethem!!Shipthemalloff

towherethisbastardis!

Ithrewthemall,Lubahtriedstoppingme

Me:Don'tyoudaretakeastepcloser!Don't!I'm

loosingmymindbecauseofyourstupidfriend.

IcannotbeamothertomykidsbecauseI'm

likethisnow.Imdamnpregnantwithtwins!!

Kwenzo:Mah

Idon'tevenknowwherehecamefrom.I

ignoredhimandtookLisaoutofthecar.Igave

LisatoKamo.

Me:You'llbeabettermothertoherthanIam.

Bee:Ayabongapleasedon'tdothis,yourkids

needyou.

Iscreamedtothetopofmyvoice!Tearswere

flowingdownmycheeksandIdidntevenknow

whattodowithmyself.



Me:Iwishhedies!Crematehimandthrow

awayhe'sashes.Hedoesn'tdeservetorestin

peace.

Emihle:Mommy

Phelo:Kidsletsgetinside,mommywillbeback

justnow.Comeletsgo

Iwentbacktomycaranddroveoffatahigh

speed.Idon'tevenknowwhereI'mgoing.I

drovearoundforaboutanhour.Iknowmy

friendsarefollowingmeandIwon'tstopmycar

justbecauseofthem.AfteranotherhourI

foundmyselfparkedatProteaHotel.Itookmy

bagandwentin.Peoplewerelookingatme.I

guessit'sbecauseIlooklikeamessI'msurei'll

beonthepaperstomorrowmorningandIdon't

care.

Me:WillIgetanyhelphereoryou'llstareatme

theentireday!!?

Lady:SorrymamImeanMrsMkhize.Victor,



takeherbags...Presidentialsuitemam?

Me:Yesanddon'tletanyoneknowmyroom

number.Understood?

Lady:Yesmam.

Igotintomyroomandlockedthenthrew

myselfonthebed,tooksleepingpillswhichI'm

notsupposedtobedoingandslept.IwishI

couldjustsleepforever.

#Nkosi

AllmylifeIhavelivedwithaburden,aburden

thatchangedwhoIwasandturnedmeintoa

monster.IamwhoIambecauseofwhatIsaw

yearsago.Iamaselfish,coldheartedmanas

manywouldsaybutthat'snotwhoIreallyam.I

trybyallmeanstoshowandbeabletoawaken

therealNkosinathithatwaslostmanyyears

agobutIcannot.Onlymywifehasbeenableto

seealittleofthatmebutIwanthertoknow



moreaboutmebutIcouldonlydothatby

facingmydemonsandputtingitallbehindme.

MyfriendstriedtostopmebutIhadalready

mademydecision.Mywifeknowsthatimina

rehabilitationcentrebutI'mnot.Icouldn'ttell

herthetruthbecauseshewasgoingtostopme

andnotunderstandwhyIneededthis.Ineeded

togotothepyramidmissionsoIcankill.That's

whatmyunclemademewhenIwasonlyyears

old,hemademekillandgavemeanewidentity.

HemademethemonsterIturnedouttobe.I'm

goingbackhometodayandI'lltellmywifethe

honesttruth,fromthebeginning.Mostofyou

arewonderingwhatthepyramidmissionisand

whyIwentthere.IwenttheresoIcankillthe

founderofthepyramid,whichismyuncleandI

achieved.He'sdeadandthemonsterinsideof

mediedtoowhenhetookhislastbreathe.In

thepyramidmissionwefightagainsteach

other,wehaveawartofinishandit'soneman

againsttheother.Weakmenformalliance'sbut



Ididn'tdothat,Iwasthereonmyownmission

andithasbeenaccomplished.Manypeople

havelosttheirlivesbecauseofmyuncle.He

wasaruthlessmanandIputanendtohislife

andthepyramidmission.Iwon'tsayIwasn'ta

bitscaredaboutgoingtherebutIneededtodo

it.Itwastheonlywaythatwouldhelpme.It

wastheonlycureIneeded.Amattheairport

abouttogetonaplaneandgoseemywife.I

stillhavealotofexplainingtodo.

Jomo:YouhaveacallfromMrNgcobo,hesays

it'sanemergency

Me:Emergency?

Jomo:It'saboutyourwife.

Me:Getmypilotherenow.Wemustdepart.

Itookthephoneandwalkedtotheplane.

Me:Talk!

Phila:Shefoundoutandshe'sloosingit.



Me:Whatdoyoumeanshefoundout?Shit,I'm

onmywayback.

Phila:Sheleftallthekidshere,threwtheirbags

andsaidshewishedyoudie.Honestly,Siyais

crazyandyou'veseenhergocrazyonme.Naye

isworse,goodluckdude.Youreallyneedit.

"IhatetosayItoldyouso...butItoldyouso!"

Athishoutedfromthebackground.

Me:Shit.I'llbetheresoon.Tellthegirlstotry

talkingtoherplease

Phila:Nooneisallowedtoseeher.Shebeefed

upsecurityinherhotelroom.Theycannotgo

through.

Me:I'llbetheresoon.

Iendedthecallandclosedmyeyes.Iwas

wokenupbyJomo

Jomo:Sir,we'velanded.

Me:Thankyou,letsgo.Getmycarready,we're



goingtoPhila's.Whattimeisit?

Jomo:3:15am

Me:Shit.Letsgo,getmybags.

Iwenttothecarandtookthedriversseat.

Jomo:Sir,Icannotletyoudothat.

Me:Don'tworry,Iwanttodrive.Ihaven'tdoneit

inawhile.

Henoddedandtookthepassangersseat.He

needstorest,hesbeenworkingformefora

whilenow.Idroppedhimoffathishouseand

gavehimtheweekoff.Hewasshocked,Ihardly

everdothat.Nayeistheonethatconvincesme

togivethemadayoff,beforeIneverreally

caredaboutmystaffbesidesMamZondi.Shes

beenwithmeforawhileandshewatchedme

grow,shedoeshaveaspecialplaceinmyheart.

IgottoPhila'shouseandluckilytheywere

waitingforme.Iheardmylittlebabiescry,my

heartsankandPhelowastryinghardtomake



hersleep.

Me:Sabelosababakhe.

Itookherandshestoppedcrying.

Me:Passmeherbottle.

Kamo:Shedoesn'twantit,she'snotusedtoit.

ItriedtillIsucceeded,Ichangedhernappyand

puthertosleep.AfterthatIwentbacktothe

others.

Me:Whereismywife?

Lubah:ProteaHotel

Me:Letsgo.

Phelo:I'mcomingwithyou

Mayi:BabeIthinkyoushouldgetsomerest.

Phelo:Thisismysister,andI'mgoingwithhim.

Wegotintoourcarsanddrovetothehotel.

ImarchedinfollowedbyMphoandThabo.I



wentstraighttothereceptionistsandstood

therewithoutsayinganything.

Lady:Room113,Presidentialsuite.

Me:Thankyou.

I'mgoingtogetmywifeandnothingisgoingto

stopme.IknowImessedupandI'mgoingto

fixit.Ijustneedtoseeher,Ineedher.There

wastwobodyguardsstandingatthedoor.

Me:Move

Guy1:Sorrysirwecannotallowyouinhere.

Me:Move

Guy1:Sirpleasegoback,MrsMkhizetoldus

nottoletanyonein.

Me:DoyouknowwhoIam?IamMrMkhize

andIwanttogetinthere.MovebeforeIdo

somethingIregret.Ifyouwanttowakeupand

stillhaveyourjobstomorrow,you'llmoveaway

fromthisdoor.



Theyquicklymovedandtheydidnthavethe

keystoopen.Ikickedthedamndooranditfell.

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIsaw.No,thisisnot

happeningtoher.NoIcannotlooseher.

Me:Naye!Ayabonga!Callanambulance!Don't

letPhelokaziinhere!

Mpho:Phelo!

Itwastoolate,shehadalreadyseenherlaying

therelifeless.Herfavoriteyellowdresswas

coveredinblood.

Me:Mybaby,Ayabongapleasewakeup.I'm

sorry.I'llbethemanthatyouwant.I'llbethe

manthatyouneed.Don'tdie,don'tdieplease.I

needyou,weneedyou.

Lady1:MrMkhizepleasestepaside.Bringthe

stretcher.Pleasemoveawayfromher.We

needtocheckherpulse.

Isteppedaside,Icouldn'tholdbackmytears.

PheloandZandywerecryinghysterically.



Lady2:Quickly,Weloosingher.Weneedtoget

tothehospitalimmediately.

Athi:I'llfollowyou.Lydia,callDrMasango.

No,thisisn'thappening.Icannotloosemywife.

Nokukhanya,pleasedonotleaveme.Weneed

you,Nokukhanya.

#NNBBF
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#Nkosi

Seeingherlayinthathospitalbedmademy

heartsink.Idon'tevercrybutsincelastnightI

don'tknowhowmanytimesI'vecried.Ieven

prayed,IthankedtheLordforgivingmesucha



wonderfulwoman.Iprayedthathehealsher

andhealsherheartandforhimtohelpme

becomeabetterman.Ithankedhimforsaving

mybabiesandgivingusachancetobeparents

to5kids.Hehastrusteduswithhischildrenand

wewillmakesurewearethebestparentsto

them.Iheldherhandasshewokeup.

Naye:WhereamI?

Me:Mawabo,you'reawake.Doyouwantwater,

food,orjuice??

Naye:Waterplease.WhatamIdoinghere?My

babies...aretheyokay?

Me:Everythingiswellmylove.Thebabiesare

alive.Ifoundyouatthehotellayingonthefloor

withbloodalloveryou.Whathappened?

Naye:Iwasangry!SoangryatyouIendedup

neglectingmykidsandputmybabiesindanger.

Icouldntdoitanymore,Nkosinathiyoufinished

me.ThiswasjustmybreakingpointandIhave



nofightinmeanymore.Whenwillweeverhave

peaceandhappinessinthismarriage?

Me:Babewewillbehappy,I'lltrymybest.I'ma

changedman,believemewhenIsaythat.Naye,

don'tgiveuponourmarriageplease,weneed

todothistogether.Ourkidsneedus,bothofus.

#Naye

Hesaidheneedsme,ourkidsneedus.Iknow

he'srightandIneedhimtoo.Ourmarriagehas

beenadifficultone,ithasbeentestedinmany

differentwaysandithascrushedandhurtme

somuchIendeduphurtingmykids.It'strue,it

wasselfishofmetotakethosesleepingpills

andputtingmykidsindangerbecauseI

could'vemiscarried.WhatIdidwasstupidbut

thatwasitforme,Icouldn'tdoitanymore.I

wasatmybreakingpoint,wecannotalways

staystrongforeverandbereadyforallthe



thingslivethrowsatus.We'veallbeenin

situationswhereyoujustacceptdefeatand

yoursoul,mindandbodyhasbeencrushedand

tooweaktofightback.Ifyou'veneverbeen

thereyou'llbethereoneday.Godgaveusa

chance,Godgavemeachanceandgaveour

kidsachance.Itisnowuptometowakeup

andmakethingsrightbutIcannotdothatalone.

Allinall,I'mafraidofbeingaloneagainbecause

Iknowhowitfeelsliketobewithsomeoneto

holdyourhandandhelpyoustand.Ineedmy

husbandbymysidebutweneedtochange

thingsandworkonourmarriage.

Me:Nkosinathi,whydidyougothere?

Nkosi:Canwetalkaboutitwhenwegethome?

Me:No,whenweleavethishospitalweleaveas

achangednewcouple.

Nkosi:Youwanttostartover?

Me:Yes



Nkosi:Wecandothat,we'llstartonanewclean

chapter.

Me:Nowstartexplaining.

Nkosi:IwanttostartofbysayingI'mverysorry

fornottellingyouaboutthisandthelieItold

aboutgoingtotherehabilitationcentre.I

wantedtoprotectyoufromthetruthandIdidnt

wantyoutoworryaboutme.IknewifIhadtold

you,youwould'vestoppedmefromgoing.ButI

neededtogo,Inevertellthistoanyonenot

evenmyparentsknow.Onlymyfriendsdo,well

andMayibongwe.Asmywife,Ishould'vetold

youalongtimeago,Ionlytoldmyfriendsnow

justsotheycouldknowaboutmywhereabouts.

Ikeptyouallinthedarkbecausethisiswhat

mademethewayIwasandIneededtogetrid

ofit.Ittormentedmeeverynight.

Hestoodupandclosedthedoorsandthe

windows.Iwasinaprivateward,itdidn'teven

looklikeahospital.



Nkosi:WhenIwas11yearsold,Ivisitedmy

uncle.Ididn'tknowwhatkindofamanhewas,

buthewasabletoturnmeintoamonster.My

childhoodwasalreadytakenawayfromme,he

addeduptothatbymakingmeakiller.Iwas

lookingforhimalloverthehousetillIfound

himinaroomkillingsomeman.Iclosedthe

doorandtriedtorunawaybuthe'sguysfound

meandwewentbacktothatroom.Hegaveme

aknife,therewassomewomanwhotheycame

with,shewastiedupandhetoldmetokillher.

Butitwasn'tgoingtobethateasy,Ifirstneeded

totortureher,hetaughtmehowtousedifferent

kindsofknivesanddifferenttechniques.IfI

didn'tdoit,hewouldhavekilledme.That's

whenIbecamethemonsterthatIam.Hemade

mekill,attheageof11Ihadawomansblood

inmyhands.Hemademetakeoutherheart,

andIdid.Wefedittoherhusband.Icouldn't

sleepthatnight,Ihadnightmaresandhegave

mealcoholtodrownmysurrows.WhenIwent



backhomemyfathernoticedthatihad

changed,hetriedtalkingtomebutIcouldn'ttell

anyoneormywholefamilywouldbekilledand

Iknewhe'dbecapableofdoingit.WhatIknew

wasthatoneday,I'llmakehimpayandsuffer.

KillinghimwastheonlywayIwouldfindmy

freedom.Itwastheonlythingthatcould

changemebacktowhoIwaswhenIwas

young.IknowI'vespentalltheseyearsbeinga

monsterandIdon'tknowhowitistobeagood

guyandachangedman.ButI'lldomybest,I'll

learnalongthewayandI'llbethemanyouwant

metobe.ThemanthatyoudeserveandI'llgive

youtheloveyouneed.Icanmakeyouhappy

Ayabonga,justallowmeto.

Me:Ibelieveinyou,I'msorryyouhadtogo

throughallthatatsuchayoungage.

Nkosi:Thatwoman,she...shelookedalotlike

Ndiphiwe.

Me:TheeNdiphiwe?Kwenzo'smom?



Nkosi:You'reKwenzo'smom.YesNdiphiwe,I

guessthatswhyIwaslikethattoher.Iguess

thatswhyIbeatherupsomuchbutIdon't

knowwhyIstayedwithherforsolong.Iguess

itsbecauseImighthavewantedsomeclosure,

thatmaybethatwomanwillforgivemebut

seeingNdiphiwewaslikeseeingher.

Me:Don'tyouthinkitwashermom?

Nkosi:No,Ndiphiwe'sparentsarestillalive.It

couldn'thavebeenthem.

Me:Nkosinathi,Ineedyoutoalwaysbehonest

withme.Don'thurtmeanymore

Nkosi:Naye,allIwanttodonowismakeyou

happy.Makeyouandthekidshappy,Idon't

wanttoseeyoucryanymorebecauseofme.I

loveyouMaMkhize

Me:Whydoyouloveme?

Nkosi:IloveyoubecausewhenIdidntbelievein

love,whenI'veneverthoughtI'dbeabletolove



youcameandrescuedmefromthosefoolish

thoughts,youmadelookforabrighterfuture

andlearntoloveandtolovemyself.Youshould

methetruemeaningoflife,yougavemethe

mostpreciousgiftsinlifewhichareourkids.

Youarethemostbeautiful,kind,politeand

smartwoman.Iloveyou,mostlybecauseyou

lovemetoo.Ilovedbeinglovedbyyou.

Me:Sincewhendoyousaysuchromantic

words?Iteasedhimandhelaughed

Nkosi:SinceImetyou.

Hecheckedhisphonebecausehehadreceived

atext.

Nkosi:ThekidsarecomingwithMayiandPhelo.

Me:Ohokay,I'vemissedthem.I'lltakea

shower.

Nkosi:I'llcarryyou.Idon'tthinkyou'llbeableto

walkbyyourself.



Me:IwillNkosinathi.

Nkosi:Butstill,I'llcarryyou.

Hecarriedmetothebathroom...isthisevena

hospital?Therewasabathtubadandashower.

Itwasbeautifullydecoratedandallmytoiletries

wereneatlypacked.Heranthewaterformein

thebathtubandtookofmuclothes.

Me:Icanusemyhandsyouknow?

Nkosi:YesIknow.I'lltakecareofyouandyour

heart,justtrustme.

Me:ThisisjustabathNkosinathi.

Nkosi:I'mnottalkingaboutthebath

Nokukhanya.I'mtalkingaboutus,Icansee

rightthroughyoureyesthatyouhavedoubts

andIdon'tblameyou.IfIwasinyourshoesI

alsowouldntbelievemeandwouldhavemy

owndoubts.Babe,I'llprovetoyouthatIcanbe

abetterman.Itwilltaketimeforyoutofully

trustmeandIunderstand.I'llunderstandifyou



canneverforgiveme,I'lllivewiththatbutIcan

neverlivewithoutyou.You'remylife

Ikissedhimandgavehimahugasassurance.I

couldn'tsayanywordstohim.Ialsodidn'twant

totellhimthatI'veforgivenhim,heshould

knowhecan'tjusthurtmeandI'lleasilyforgive

him.HeneedstoearnmyforgivenessandI

needtoknowifwhathe'ssayingistrue.I'llsee

byhisactions,thathe'llbeabettermanforme

andourkidsbutmostly,forhimself.Nkosinathi

Mkhizeisacomplicatedmanwhohasnever

gotthekindoflovethatheneeded.Withme,

he'sgotthatnowandwe'renevergoingtobe

apart.Ilovehimwholeheartedlyandheloves

meto.Yesourloveistoxic,ourloveis

dangerousbutweweremadeforoneanother,

webothhaveourimperfectionsbutwe're

perfectforoneanother.Wewereboundbyfate.

Nkosi:ThongorG'string?

Me:Whyareyougoingthroughmyunderwear?



Nkosi:Becauseyouneedtoputitonbutit'snot

likeitwillcoveranything.

Me:Itwillcovermycookiejar

Nkosi:Howdoyousurvivetheentiredaywitha

ropeinyourass?

Me:Dudereally?We'rehavingthisconversation

rightnow.Welltheyarecomfortable,I'llgowith

thethong.Idon'tknowwhatyou'recomplaining

aboutbecauseyoulovetoalwaysripitoff.

Nkosi:I'mnotcomplaining,it'ssexy.Plus,I'd

lovetoripitoffofyourightnow.

Me:Butbabe!I'vejustputiton.

Nkosi:Thentakeitoff,orI'lldoitforyou.

Igiggledandtookitoff.

Nkosi:Sitonthatsmallcouchandspreadyour

legsforme

Me:Yessir.



Ilaughedanddidashesaid.Hewalkedtome

withafreakynaughtysmirkonhisface.He

kneeledinfrontofmeandlickedmycookiejar.

Nkosi:Sowhatflavourofcookiesarewehaving

today?

Me:Chocolatechipcookies

Nkosi:Mmmh...Myfavorite.

Hestartedsuckingandlickingmakingmy

kneesgoweak.That'sitwithpregnancy,Ijust

getsohorny.Ikeptonmoaningandmymoans

gotlouderandlouder.

Me:Nkosinathi

HecontinuedtillIcame.Mykneeswere

shaking,Ihaven'tfeltsomuchpleasureina

while.Hecarriedmeandpinnedmetothewall.

Hemadelovetomeslowlyandpassionately

Nkosi:ILOVEYOU!!!

Hescreamedaswebothreachedclimax.



Me:Snehhasalwayssaidyouseemlikethe

typethatpinsmetothewall.

Nkosi:(laughs)ohsoyoutalkaboutmenow.All

yougirlsevertalkaboutissex

Me:Lair!Wehavealotthatwediscuss,sexis

thelasttopicinourminds.

Helaughedatme,cleanedusupandwegot

dressed.WhenIgotbacktomybed,mykids

werealreadyonitplayinggamesonmyphone.

Me:Mybabies!!!

Them:Mommy!!

Me:I'msosorryMykids.Mommylovesyou

WehuggedandIcriedjustholdingthemclosely

Emihle:Don'tcrymom,biggirlsdon'tcryright?

Me:Yesprincess.

Kwenzo:Momdoyoupromiseyouwillnot

shoutatusanymore?



Me:Ipromisemyboy.I'msorryIshouted.We

huggedagainandItookSabelosababakhefrom

Phelo.NkosiwastalkingtoMayiwhileIplayed

withmyprincess.

Phelo:Don'tscareuslikethatagain.

Me:Iwont,Ipromise.DidyoucallNomkitha

andLebo?

Phelo:No.IliedtoLwaziandsaidyouwereout

ofthecountry.Youshouldcallhim

Me:I'llcallhimtoday.Thankyou.Hows

Mayibongwetreatingyou?

Phelo:Good,reallygoodsis.I'mhappy

Me:I'mgladyouare.

Shesmiledandshewasblushingalot.She's

glowingandIcanseethatshesreallyhappy.

Me:Nkosinathi,I'mhungry.Kidsdoyouwant

somethingtoeat?

Kwenzo:Pizza!!!



MayibongweandNkosinathiwenttoget

somethingtoeatwhilewesatandspenttime

withmykids.I'vemissedthemsomuchandI

justcannotwaittogohome.Imissmyhouse

now.MomandDad,Ihopeyou'rewatchingover

meandproudofme.I'mfindingmywayinlife

andI'mgrowing.I'mamom,soontobea

motherof5.Ihopeyouproud,I'lltakecareof

mykidsjustlikeyoutookcareofus.Your

daughterlovesyouandmissesyou.
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It'sbeenaweeksinceIcamebackhome.

Thingshavebeengood,evenwithNkosinathi



andIwe'vebeengoodandhappy.He'sslowly

changingandIcanseebythethingshedoes,

hehelpsmealotwiththekidsbeforehegoesto

workandhefinallygiveshisworkersdaysoff.

He'sbeenworkingtryingtofindwhoisstealing

moneyfromhiscompany,another5millionwas

stolenlatelyandhegothisguysworkingonit.I

wokeup,tookashowerandbathedLisa.She

wascryingalotlatelyandI'lltakehertoadoctor

Siyareferredmeto.EmihleandKwenzocame

runningintheroom.

Me:Norunning!!!

Kwenzo:Sorrymom.

Me:Youguyslookgood,whereareyougoing?

Nkosi:Mphoistakingthemout,Idon'tknow

whereto.

Me:Mphoisjustsosweet,he'llbeagreat

father.

Nkosi:Yeah,Ithinkitgetstohimeveryday.He's



alwayswantedtobeafamilymanandhesees

thatheisntgettimganyyounger,hewantsto

settledownandhaveafamily.Hedoesn'tthink

Zandyisonthesamepagethough

Me:Ihonestlydon'tknowwhichpageZandileis

ontoo.ShelovesMphowholeheartedlybutI'm

notsureaboutthefamilypart,she'safraidof

beingaparent.HerparentsfailedheralotsoI

guessshethinksshe'lldothesametoherkids.

Zandyisnotallbubblyandhappy,deepinside

shehaswoundsthatIhopeMphoishealing.

Slowlybutsurelyshe'llbeokay.

Nkosi:I'msureshesbeenthroughalot.

Me:Shehasbeen.Noonehaswentthrough

suchthings,andrapeontopofallthetroubles

shesbeenthroughwouldn'thavesoftenedher

heart.She'sastrongwoman.Inevereven

thoughtshe'sgetintoaseriousrelationship.

Nkosi:WellIhopeeverythingwillbesortedout



betweenthem.Theygoodforeachother.Who

would'veknownthatwe'dallendupbeingwith

oneanother

Me:IguessGodhashisways.

Nkosi:IrememberwhenwewereatAthi'sthe

firstnightwemeteachother.Wewere

definitelysurewe'renotlettingyouguysgo.

Me:Wedidn'tevenknowhowwegottoAthi's.

Wewerejustpartyanimals

Nkosi:Wepartiedeveryweekendevenon

Sundays.

Me:We'dgotoworkwithahugehangover.

Nkosi:Thosewerethedays.Nowwe're

changingnappies,timeflies.

Me:You'reanoldmannow.Andyouevenlook

lileone,shaveyourbeardplease.

Nkosi:You'remadlyinlovewiththisoldman.

Hespankedmeandwenttothebathroom



Kwenzo:Dad,don'thitmom'sbums.Sorrymom

Me:Thankyoumyson.

Nkosi:ThosearemybumsKwenzo

Emihle:Buttheyareonmom'sbody

Nkosi:Buttheybelongtome.

Kwenzo:How?

Me:Okay,toomanyquestionsnow.Letsgo

havebreakfast!

IcarriedLisawhoisgrowingheavierand

heavierbytheday.Thewayshescratchesmy

face,Icuthernailsalmosteveryday.Shehas

toomuchhair,justlikeEmihle.Itsveryhardto

evencombher,imaginehowitwillbewithLisa.

TheyshouldjustcutitlikeIdo,butitalsogrows

fast.

Me:Whatdoyouwantforbreakfast?

Emihle:Cocopopsforme



Kwenzo:Metoo,withmarshmallows.

Me:Comingrightup.

ImadetheircerealandpreparedNkosi'sprotein

shake.

Nkosi:Whatareyouhaving?

Me:Muesli

Nkosi:Mytwinswon'tbefull.

Me:Wenothungry.

Nkosi:I'mnottakingthat.

Hestoodupandmadeagreasybreakfastfor

me.Ijustcried,hedoesn'twanttolisten.He

wantsmetoeatgreasyfood,I'llbefatand

cannotwalkinjust6monthsofmypregnancy.

FirstlyIcannotgobacktoworkbecauseIhave

aninfantandI'mpregnantagain.He'sslowly

turningmeintoahousewife!!

Nkosi:Whyareyoucryingnow?Youhavetoeat

sthandwasam



Me:I'mgoingtobefat

Nkosi:Iloveyounomatterhowyoulook.Baby,

comeseatandeatori'llfeedyoumyself...

how'sthat?

Inoddedandsmiled.Isatdownandhefedme,

Iwasreallyhungry.

Nkosi:Ilovethesethickthighsofyours,they

turnmeon.

Kwenzo:Dad,whatsturningon?

Ichockedonmyfood,thewayNkosinathi

laughed.Idon'tgetwhyheisgettingexcited

aboutthis.

Nkosi:Yourmomsthighsareturningmeon.

Kwenzo:How?

Emihle:Whatdoesthatevenmean?

Me:Guys,gobrushyourteeth.UncleMphowill

beherejustnow.



TheyrantothebathroomandIsmacked

Nkosi'shand.

Nkosi:Ouch,whatdidIdo?

Me:You'regoingtoteachmykidsnonsense.

Nkosi:Hewillhaveagirlfriendsoon.Ithinkhe

hasaneyeonLuthando

Me:JuniorhasaneyeonLuthando

Nkosi:Juniorhasasecretcrushon

Thembelihle

Mpho:Iseeyou'rematchmakingthekids

Nkosi:Youwouldn'twantthemdatingsome

kidswedon'tknow

Mpho:Keepingitinthecircle

Me:Youguysarecrazy

Emihle:We'redone!

Kwenzo:UncleMpho,Dadsaidmomsthighs

turnhimon.Whatdoesthatmean?



Mphocouldn'thelpbutjustlaugh.

Mpho:Whatareyouteachingthesekids

Nkosinathi!?KwenzoI'llexplainwhenwe're

alone.Letsgo,theothersarewaitingforus.

Me:Bye,havefun.Don'tcorruptmykids.

Mpho:We'reallmeetingatDanny'sat5,be

there.

Nkosi:Surewe'llbethere.

Aftertheyweregone.Wecleanedthekitchen

andtookthebaby'sbag.

Nkosi:LandRover?

Me:JeepWrangler

Henoddedandtookitoutthegarage.Isatat

thebackandstrappedLisaonherbabycarseat.

Me:She'sevenpale.

Nkosi:Angithishedecidedtobeayellowbone

justlikehermom.



Me:I'mnotyellowbone.I'mjustlightinskin

colour

Nkosi:Samething,there'snodifferencethere.

Me:Whatever

Nkosi:Whatdidyousay?

Me:IsaidIloveyousomuchMkhize

Nkosi:I'llgetyou

Wegottothehospitalandwaited.We'reearly

we'llwaitforthenext30minstillour

appointment

Lady:MrandMrsMkhize,Youmaycome

through

Me:Butoutappointmentisin30mins

Lady:Yesbutyoumaygothrough.Wecan

makesomereadjustmentswiththeother

appointments.

Me:No,thatwon'tbenecessary.Wedon'tmind



waiting.

Lady:IinsistMrsMkhize...

Nkosi:Mam,we'refine.We'llwaitlikeeveryone

else.

Shenoddedandwentbacktoherdesk.Ihate

specialfavoursandbeingtreateddifferently.

I'mjustlikeeveryoneelse.

Me:Thatannoysme

Nkosi:Igotusedtoit.Sometimesit'san

advantageandsometimesitsnot.InLangelihle,

theywould'vealreadyboweddown.Being

Royaltysuckssometimes,youcannotbe

normallikeeveryotherperson.

Me:Iwouldn'thavebeenabletosurvive.

Nkosi:You'llgetusedtoit.You'rethefuture

QueenofLangelihle.

Queen?Me?Idon'tknowhowtoevenbea

Queen.Idon'tthinkI'llbeagoodQueenlikehis



motheris.WhatifthepeopleofLangelihledon't

evenlikemebecauseIdon'thaveanyRoyal

blood.

Nkosi:Let'sgo,we'renextnow.

Wewentinandthedoctordidafewcheckups

onSabelosababakheandhesaidshehasflue.

Weweregivenmedicineforbabiesandweleft.

Wewenttothemall,Idon'tknowwhatforbut

that'swherewewereparked.

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

Nkosi:Gettingafewthings.I'llcarryher.

HecarriedLisaandwewentin.Ijustfollowed

towhereverhewasgoing.Wewentto

AmericanSwissandhegotafewwatchesand

wefetchedhe'ssuitsfromhe'sdesigner.

Me:Beingatthemallismakingmehungry.

Nkosi:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Me:Letsgetsomepizza,burgarsandsteak.



Nkosi:Allofthat?

Me:Yes

HelaughedatmeandwegotthefoodIwanted

andmore.WedrovebackhomeandIput

Lisakhanyatosleep.Isatdownandindulgedon

myfood.

Nkosi:Whyareyoumoaning?

Me:AmI?Thisfoodtastereallyreallygood.

Nkosi:Sogoodthatyou'reevenmoaning?

Me:Iguessso.

Hesmirkedandatewithme.WhileIwas

walkingaroundthekitchen.Heheldmeand

bendmeover.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Nkosi:Justwantyoutokeepmoaninglikeyou

didwhileeatingthatfood.Butnow,you'llmoan

louderyou'llbegmenottostop.



BeforeIcouldevenrespond,hewasalready

penetratingdeeplyinsideofme.Iheldontothe

kitchencounterfordearlife.Hewasgoingon

andonandItfeltsooogoood.

Me:Mmmh,aaah,Nkosinathi

Hecarriedmeandlaidmeonthekitchen

counter.Wemadeloveafterthathelaidmeon

thefloor.Iloveitonthefloor,thetilefloors

weresocoldonmybackbutamazingly,itfelt

good.Afterweweredonewecollapsedonthe

floor.MyphonerangandIputitonloud

speaker.ItwasZee

Me:Sweetie

Zee:Whereareyouguys?

Me:Uhm...We'reonourway

Nkosi:We'llbeabitlate.

Iendedthecallandwehadalittlequicky.We

showeredandgotdressed.



Me:I'mdriving.

Nkosi:Babe,youcannotdrive.You'repregnant

Me:Pleaaaaase

Nkosi:Fine,justfortoday.

Ikissedhimandtookthecarkeys.I'msurehes

justlettingmedriveallwe'regoingonthenext

street.WegottoDanny'sandeveryonewas

chillingoutsidewiththekidsplayingonthe

jumpingcastleandothergames.

Me:Heyhey!!I'vemissedyouguys

Athi:We'vemissedyoutooHlanyo

Iputupmymiddlefingerathimandwelaughed.

JabuandNangamsoweresoocosy.Jabuhada

hugesmileonhisface.IwinkedatNgamso,

shewinkedback.I'msogladtheyarehappy.Its

finallyhappening,we'reallinourhappububble.

We'rehappilyinloveanditfeelsandlooksgood.

Nothingbeatshavingagoodeveningwithyour



lovedones,yourfriendswhohavebecomeyour

family.Withouteachotherwe'renothing.We

needoneanotheranditsgoodtohavepeople

whowillalwayshaveyourback.Wehavinga

goodconversationandKamowasonabout

theirbridesmaidsdresseswithSnehformy

wedding.IhadalreadyforgottenthatIhavea

whiteweddingcomingupinaweek.My

weddingplannerhaseverythingdoneaccording

tothewayIwantthingsdone.

Zandy:Youguyswillneedtomakealterations

formydress

Bee:Whattheheckfor?Youhaven'teven

gainedorlostanyweight.

Zandy:BecauseMphoisgoingtobeafather.

Me:Whatt!!!!Aaaaaah

Wow!I'msohappyforthem.NkosinathiandI

werejusttalkingaboutthemthismorningand

wereceivesuchgreatnewsnow.Thisisthe



mosthappiestwe'vebeenaboutapregnancy

sinceSiyawaspregnantwiththequards.Zandy

hasbeenthroughalot,beingaparentwasjust

alwaysthelastthingonhermind.I'mvery

happyforthem.Mphojustshededafewtears

andheldherclosely.

Mpho:MaNcwane,you'vemademethe

happiestmanalive.

Lubah:Thiscallsforacelebration!!

Thabo:Yes!!BringthebeersthissideBonga.

We'reabouttoparty!

Siya:Wait,Iwanttosaysomething.

Athi:Andthenshedecidestodeliveraspeech.

Siya:WhateverAthi.Ijustwanttosay

CongratulationsZandile,we'reallveryhappyfor

youguys.Mphowillbeagoodfather,we've

seenhimbeingagoodfatheronourownkids

andweknowhe'llloveandspoilthelittleangel

ontheway.Itsgoodtoseethatwe'llhave



anotherbigbellybumparound.Zeelooks

horriblealready,Nayeiseatingnon-stop.I'm

happytoseeusalllaughingandhappy,we've

allbeenthroughalottogether.Mostofyou

don'tknowthisbutPhilaandIhavehaditrough

lately,wealmostgotadivorcebutGod,hehad

otherplansforusandhelpedushealandmend

ourmarriage.NayeandNkosiwerealsogoing

throughaveryroughpatchbutI'mhappytosee

themallcuddledupandinlove,you'reavery

strongcouple.Youneverallowanythingto

bringyoudown.Weloveyou.Nangamsoand

Jabu,youareperfectforeachother.Your

relationshipwastestedbeforeitevenbegun

butyoupulledthrough.PheloandMayibongwe,

eachtimewegettoseeyou,youguysaremore

andmorestucktogetherandinloveyou'relike

twinsthatcanneverbeseparated.Thatinspires

useveryday.ToKamoandThabo,theweirdest

coupleamongstus.Weloveyouandcherish

theloveyouguysshare.Keepitup.Welookup



toyou.LyandaandNtokozo,whatcanIeven

say.Youguysarespecial,yourbondisveryrare

andwetrulyloveseeingyouguystogether.

DannyandZee,mostglamorouscouple.Very

stylish,weloveguys.Zeecanbeatoughcookie

butwhensheswithyoushesasoftbabythat

lovesDandanverymuch.SnehandAthi,the

couplethatalwaysfightsandmakesstupid

jokes,yetthere'sneveradaywhereyouwon't

seethestronglovebetweenthem.Lubahand

Belinda,oneofakind,veryhumbleandcalm

relationshipthatwealllookupto.Bongaand

Bee,BB,weloveyou.Weseekadvicetoyou

guys,you'realwaystheretocomfortusandgive

uslove.Myhusband,Iloveyouandyou're

specialtomeandtoallofus.Ourfriendshipis

oneofakind,we'veallbeenthroughalot

together,we'vedodgedbullets,beeninandout

ofhospitals,we'velaughedtogether,we'vecried

togetherandwe'verejoicedtogether.What

mattersisthatwe'realwayshereforone



anotherandthatkeepsourfriendshipstrong

andgoing.We'reafamily,andafamilysticks

togethernomatterwhat.Iloveyouguys.Before

Idraganddragonbecausethere'salotIcould

sayaboutallofyouguys.Couldweallplease

standupandmakeatoast.Toeverlastinglove

andfriendship.

Weallstoodupandmostofusgirlswerejust

emotionalandhadafewtears.

Us:ToEverlastingLoveandFriendship!
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ThedayI'vedreamtofallmylifehasfinally

come.Ithashaditschallenges,manythings



stoppeditfromhappeningbutmyheartalways

longedforitevenwhenIwasindenialofit.But

becauseIhavealovinghusbandwhoknows

meinsideout.Whomakesallmywishescome

true,wholovesmeunconditionally.Hehas

beenthebestpartnerIcouldeveraskfor.We've

beenthroughthemostandwe'vemadeitout

stronger.Todaywe'refinallyhavingourwhite

weddingafterayearandafewmonthsofbeing

married.Ilookedatmyselfinthemirror,it's

happeningyou'refinallydoingit.Tearsfellfrom

myfaceasIthoughtofmyparents,theywere

takenawayfrommeasIworeawhiteweddimg

dressreadytowalkdowntheaisle.Theyare

gone,Istoodthereandcried.Iheardechoes,

soundedlikevoicesfromafardistance.

Voice:Behappymychild.Wearewatchingover

you

AmIloosingmymind?Whydobadthings

happenonmyweddingday,Nkosiwillnotwant



tomarryalunatic.Ikeptonlookingaround.

Okay,breathein.Breatheout.

Voice:Letgoofus,we'llrestinpeace.Welove

youmydaughter.

Me:Mom?Dad?Isthatyou?Whereareyou?

Voices:Behappymychild...Behappymychild.

Me:Iwill.Thankyou

Behappymychild...Behappymychild...Be

happymychildkeptonechoeinginmyhead.I

needtostopholdingontothemandsetthem

freesotheycanfinallyrestineternalpeace.

Me:Iloveyoumomanddad

TherewasaknockonthedoorandIopened.

Therewasalittleboxonthefloor,Ilooked

aroundandtookit.Everyoneseemedtobe

mindingthierownbusinessanddoesn'tseem

likeanyoneputithere.Iopenedtheboxandit

wasabeautifuldiamondneckpiece.Thecar



waswritten"FromMomandDad,weloveyou

littleangel"thecardwasastainedwithalittle

bloodontheedge,Icriedforthelasttimeand

textedNomkithatocometomyroom.She

cameandhelpedmegetdressed.

Me:Idon'tknowwhenwe'llfinishifyoukeepon

cryinglikethis

Dodo:Itsjustthat,I'msohappyforyouandI'm

suremomanddadaresoproudofyou.Weall

are,IfoundLungelocryingyesterday

Me:Lungelonevercries

Dodo:I'mtellingyou,eventhoughhewasalittle

drunk.Hecried,hesaidhe'shappywe're

marriedandwe'remothers.He'shappywe

marriedtogoodmenwhotakecareofus.He

knowsweareingoodhands.

Me:Ncoohthatssosweetofhim,whydidhe

crythoughIdon'tgetit.

Dodo:He's,Idon'tknow...Lonely.Idon'tknow



whyheisn'tmarriednoreveninaserious

decentrelationshipthatseemstohave

potentialtobeamarriage.Youknowhowhe

alwaysshutseveryoneout.He'sgoingto35

soon,he'sgettingold

Me:He'llfindsomeone.Everyonehastheirown

paceinlife.Goddoeshaveaplanforhim.Ijust

don'tlikehowhespendshismoneyonalcohol.

Dodo:LwaziorLebowilltalktohim.Youknow

howbrutalLebois,she'lltellitupfrontandwon't

sugarcoatanything.Zandycameinlooking

beautiful,yesshewaseatingandherstomach

isstartingtoshow.

Zandy:Betterhurryup,thegroomisbitingour

headsoff.

Me:Whereishe?

Zandy:Theyareatthebarareahavingtequila

shots,ZeeandIleftthemsincewecannot

reallyparticipateonthat.Shewasfollowingme



butIdon'tknowwhereshedisappearedto.

Wings?

Me:Yesplease.

Wesatdownandate.Nomkithawasgivingus

theeye.Sheshouldn'tjudgeus,whenshewas

pregnantshewasinlovewiththesmellofpetrol.

Zeecameinandshewasfuming.

Zee:Youguysarehavingwingswithoutme!

Zandy:Idon'tknowwhereyoudisappearedoff

too,soitsyourfault.

Zee:Ihadtogoseemymanforawhile

Dodo:Andhavealittlequickiehuh?Iseethat

naughtysmileonyourface.

Voice:Quickiesareveryimportantandexciting.

WelookedaroundanditwasNkosi'smom.

Dodo:YourMajesty,goodmorning

MaQ:Quittheformalitiesmydaughter,howare



you?

Dodo:I'mfinethanksmomandyou?

MaQ:I'mokay,Ihopeyou'rewellafterthat

incidentwetalkedabout.

Me:Whatincident?

Dodo:It'sprivate,rightma?

MaQ:Yesitis.

MaQtooktheroleofamothertous,shehas

beenindeedagoodmothertoallofus,

includingmybrothers.Dododoesn'thavea

motherinlaw,shepassedawaybeforeshewas

marriedwithherhusband.

MaQ:Areyouwellmychildren?Zandile,Iheard

aboutthepregnancy.Congratulationsmy

daughter.

Zandy:ThanksMa,youlookbeautiful.

MaQ:Ohdarling,Ilookfabulous.Ineededtobe

onmyAgameforthiswedding.Myhusband



didwanttohaveawordwithyouZandile.

Zandy:Ohlord,whathaveIdone?YouknowI'm

veryscaredofhim.Letmegolookforhim

beforeIgetintotrouble.

Theroomwasnowfilledwithlaughterandall

thegirlsweretherewellbesidesZandy.

Sbahle:IgotatextfromBhut'Nkosi,hesays

he'llcomefetchyouhimselfifyoudon'twalk

downtheaislein2mins.

Phelo:ohthetime!!Welosttrackoftime.We're

solate

Kamo:Letsgetgoing!!Wherearethepageboys

andtheflowergirls.

Me:Don'tforgettherings!

TheyhurriedoutandIdidmyfinaltouches.

Kwenzocameinwithasliceofpizzainhis

hand.Thischild,thewayhelovespizza!

Me:Boy



Kwenzo:Letsgomom.

Me:OkayI'mcoming.

He'swalkingmedowntheaisle.He'sbeenvery

excitedaboutitbutnow,he'sjustenjoyinghis

pizza.Helookssohandsomelikehisfather,he

iswearingatuxedo,thoughtheblazerisno

wheretobefound.

MaQ:Youlookbeautiful.It'stimenow,I'llsee

youinafew.

Weprayedthenhugged.Itstime!Itsreally

happening.

Kwenzoheldmyhandandwewalkedout.The

weddingistakingplaceinmyhouseatthe

garden.Isawthetwobussesagain,alltheway

fromLangelihle.Istoodandthepainostarted

playing.Kwenzoheldmyhandandhisother

handwasholdinghispizza.Hekeptoneatingit

alongthewayandpeoplewerelaughingand

takingpictures.Mylittleboythough.Ibreathed



inandoutasIlookedatmymanstanding

beforemelookingveryhandsome.

Me:Kwenzo,itstimetoletgoofmyhandnow.

Kwenzo:Yesmom.

Heranandfell,pickedhimselfupandstarted

runningagain.Iwonderwhereisheoffto.

Nkosilaughedathimandheldmyhands

Ps:Weareallgatheredheretodaytowitness

thematrimonyofMrandMrsMkhize.Asyouall

know,theyarealreadyMrandMrsMkhizeso

weareheretoofficiatething's.Iwontdragand

makethisalongservice.Iwillgetstraightto

thepoint.

Hereadaverseinthebibleandprayed.Itwas

nowtimeforustosayourweddingvows.Iwas

toldtogofirst

Me:NkosinathiMkhize,Idon'thavemuchto

saybutIwanttosayThankyou.Thankyoufor

lovingme,thankyouformakingmethewoman



Iamtoday.Istandherebeforeeveryone,Iama

wifeandamother.You'vemademefeelloved

ineverykindofway.WithyouIfeelsosafe,

protected,caredforandloved.Youprovidefor

meandmyfamily,youmakeallmydreamsand

wishescometrue.YousupportmeinallthatI

do.Iloveyou

Nkosi:NayeAyabongaNokukhanyaMkhize,my

wife,mylove,motherofmychildren.Ilovedyou

thefirsttimeImetyou.Tomeitwasloveat

firstsight,ittooksometimeformetogetthe

couragetotellyouhowIfeltaboutyou,whenI

didIgotrejected.Igotrejectedlike2to4times

butthatdidn'tchangethewayIfeltaboutyou.

Whenyoufinallytoldmeyouloveme,God

knowsthat,thatdaywasthebestdayofmylife.

We'vebeenthroughalottogether,weargued,

misunderstoodeachotherandIhurtyou.Ihurt

youmultipletimesbutyoustillstoodwithme.

Mostwomanwouldn'thavedonethat,most



womanwouldn'thaveevenagreedtostillstay

withmeevenafterItoldyouI'mmarriedandI'm

royalty,youstoodbyme.Theytriedtotakeyou

awayfromme,triedkillingyoubutyoufought

foryourlife,forus,forourkidsandforour

brightfuture.MaHlase,Iloveyou.Thankyoufor

supportingmeinallthatIdo,thankyoufor

arguingwithmeandmakingmerealizethings,

thankyouforbeingmyadviser,myshoulderto

cryonandleanon.Thankyouforlovingme

whenImyselfdidntknowwhatloveis,whenI

didn'tevenknowhowtolove.Youmademea

betterperson,forme,foryouandourfamily.

Iwasalreadycryingandhewipedoffmytears

Ps:Maywehavetheringsplease?

Me:Ihavesomanyrings.

Nkosi:Youcanhaveasmanyasyouwant,I

couldaddmore.

Me:You'recrazy.



WeweregiventheringsandItookoffmyother

ringsandgavethemtoDodo.

Me:Withthisring,Ipromisetoloveyou,cherish

you.Takecareofyouandcontinuetosupport

youineverythingyoudo.Iwillstandbyyour

sideaswebuildourhome,Iwillrespectyou

andbethewifethatyouneed.

Nkosi:Withthisring,Ipromisetoloveyouand

takecareofyou.Toprovideforyouandour

family,torespectyouasmywifeandsupport

you.Thisringisasymbolofmylovetoyou.

Ps:Withallthathasbeensaidanddone,Naye

doyoutakeMrMkhizetobeyourlawfully

weddedhusband?

Me:Ido

Ps:Nkosinathi,doyoutakeMsKhozatobe

yourlawfullyweddedwife?

Nkosi:Ido.



Ps:Youmaynowkissthebride

HeheldmetightlyandIclosedmyeyes.I

wonderwhydowecloseoureyeswhenwekiss?

It'saquestionI'vealwaysaskedmyself.Iguess

youenjoyitbetterwithyoureyesclosed.We

kissedandbitsandpiecesofsnowflakesfell

fromtheroof,okaythatwasn'tsomethingIhad

planned.I'msureoneofmyfriendsis

responsibleforthis.ButItdidputonabeautiful

elementtothis.Thesong"IdoIdobyLaSauce

andAmandaBlackplayedaswecontinuedto

kiss.Thewaslaughterandcheeringaswe

walkedout.Itwastimetogotakepicturesand

aftertakingsomanypicturesIwenttochange

tomyseconddressforthereception.The

receptionvenuewasstillatmyhousenearthe

smallakewithafountain.Nkosihadalso

changed,gonewasalltheformality,mydress

wasaoffwhitekneelengthdress.Itwasvery

simple,likeme.Wesatdownonourchairsand



Emihle,LuthandoandThembeliheweresinging

forus.ItwasverycuteandIhuggedmylittle

babies.Theyaregrowingupsofast.Ngcebo

andKwenzocamerunningin,theyweresodirty

Idon'tevenknowwheretheycomefrom.Those

littlerascalsaresonaughtywhentheyare

together.Masandeisalittlegentlemanandhe

followedbehindthemandtookhisseat.

Nkosi:Heissuchaweirdcharacter.

Me:He'sjustaperfectgentleman.

Nkosi:Iwonderhowthoselittlecutebabies

insideofyouwillbe.

Me:We'llgettoknowthegendersoon.

Nkosi:Icannotwait.Iseeyouworethe

neckpiece.

Me:Youknowaboutit?

Nkosi:Itookitinyourfatherscarwhenyiu

know....whathappened.Ikeptitandvowed



thatI'dgiveittoyouonourweddingday.Iwas

goingtogiveittoyounowbutIfigureditwas

bestifyouworeit.

Me:Thankyou.

Wehadourfirstdanceandoneofmyfavorite

songsplayed"ThisiswhyIloveyoubyJamal

Moore"wedancedtogetherwhileIlaidmyhead

onhischest.EvenwhenI'mwearingheels,he's

stilltallerthanme.Afterwedancedwesat

downanditwastimeforspeeches.

Mayibongwewentfirst

Mayi:Asallofyouknow,Nkosinathiismybig

brother.Hewasthemostuptightperson,short

temperedandmostcluelesshumanbeing

aboutlove.Butthatallendedwhenhemet

Naye.Irememberwhenhecalledme,he'sfirst

waswere"Ifoundher"Iwasconfusedbecause

Ididn'tknowwhathewastalkingabout.After

sometime,Inoticedalotofchangesin

Nkosinathi,thatswhenIknewthatmybrowas



whipped.HavingNayeinourfamilyhasbeena

blessing,shehasindeedbecomeasistertoall

ofusandhavingNayeinourfamilycamewitha

blessing.BecauseImettheloveofmylife,her

cousin,Phelokazi.ForthatIthankyou.Iwish

youallthebestfromnowonwards,

congratulations.

King:Myson,I'veneverseenhimsohappy.

TherearetimeswhereIwouldlookathimand

thinkthatI'vefailedasaparentandthatmaybe

Iputtoomuchpressureonhim.Nokukhanya,

youhavechangedhimforthebetter.Thankyou

formakinghimhappy,keepmakingeachother

happyandbringingmemoregrandchildren.

WelaughedandNkosirubbedmystomach.

"Iloveyou"IwhisperedtoNkosinathiandhe

respondedback.Dodo,LungeloandKamoalso

saidtheirspeeches.Bongawasnext.

Bonga:Wearguedallnightonwhowilldelivera



speechonbehalfofhisfriends.Igyesathebest

manwon.

Hesaidhe'sspeechandafterallthespeeches

weresaid.Thepartystarted!Weallsattogether

havingalovelyconversationandhavingdrinks.

WellIwashavingjuiceandfoodontheside.I

hardlyeverstopeatinglately.ItsallIeverdo.

Kwenzowasnowchangedandtheycameto

mewithEmihle.Theygavemeakissandwent

tositwiththeirfriends.

Lebo:WhathappenedtoNdiphiwe?

Me:Honestly,Idon'tknowwherethehellshe

disappearedoffto.

Belinda:Disappearedlikethinair.

Lebo:Iwonder.

Lyandalookedatusandshookhishead.Whats

thatabout?

Jabu:Shotsanyone?



Bee:Yes!!!

Zandy:Noo!!

Me:Thisispurepunishment

Athi:Noonetoldyoutogetpregnant

Mpho:Youguyswilljusthavenonalcoholic

cocktails

Zee:Wheresthefuninthat?Wingsladies

Me:Yup!!

MaQcamewithwingsforusandwesatall

nightchattingandhavingfun.Thishasindeed

beenoneofthebestdaysofmylife.Guessits

truewhattheysay,nothingsbeatsloveand

happiness.Weallhaveourownupsanddowns,

weallgrowindifferentpacesandfindloveon

differentwaysbutwhatmattersiswhenlove

findsyou,don'tletitgo.

Nkosi:I'mgladImetyou.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



Thisismylovestorywithmyhusband,

NkosinathiMkhize.Lovefoundus,ourloves

wastestedinmanywaysandweconquered

everyobsticlethatcameourway.Ourlove

remainsstronganditgrowseachandeveryday,

NkosiNaye:Boundbyfate.
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Todaywe'llbeofftoLangelihle.Westilldon't

knowwhywe'reallsummondtherebut

yesterdayNkosinathiandMayibongwehada

meeting.Lusandawasalsopartofitthrough

Skype.Us,TheMkhizewivesdon'tknowwhat

itsabout.Wewerebusycookingforour



husbands.Itsfunnyhowwebothgotmarriedto

thesamefamily,noneofushaveeverthought

ofthat.Everythingisworkingoutforthebetter.

I'mpackingupforthelittlekidswhile

Nkosinathiismakinhbreakfastforthem.Injust

2hourswe'llbeofftotheairport.Ipackedfor

thetwinsinonebag,we'lljustbestayingforthe

weekendsincethekidsneedtogobackto

schoolonMonday.Emihe,Kwenzokuhle,Nkosi

andIdohaveclothesinLangelihlesotheresno

needforhugebags,we'lljustpackourtoiletries.

Nkosi:Areyoudone?Comedownforbreakfast.

Me:OkayI'mcoming.I'llbetherejustnow.

Iwentdownforbreakfastandthekidswere

veryexcitedaboutusgoingtoLangelihle.They

reallyenjoybeingthereandtheyplayalldayand

it'sprobablybecausetheygetspoiltbytheir

grandparents.AfterbreakfastIbathedLisaand

thenbathedthetwinswithNkosinathi'shelp.

Afterdressingthemupandmakingsurethatall



5ofthemareready,Nkosinathitookhisshower

whileIsatwiththekids.Iwenttothekitchen

andtooksomeyoghurtandbiscuits,Ijustlove

havingthemtogether.Bestcomboever!

Emihle:Areyouhungryagain?

Me:NoI'mnothungrywejusthadbreakfast

PhelowalkedinwithMayifollowingher.

Emihle:Thenwhyareyoueatingagain?

Me:Cause...

Phelo:Causeshesexpecting.

Me:Noway!Ohhellno!That'snotthereason

why.There'snowaythatIcouldbepregnant

girls,never.

Mayi:Mybrotherscoresdamngood,thosepills

gotnothingonhim.

Thewaywelaughed!DearGod,whatamIgoing

todowiththisguy?He'sjustsomethingelse.



Me:Sinceyouguysarehere,lookafterthese

kidswhileIgoshowerandgetready.

Mayi:Bequick,weonlyhaveanhourleft.You

ladiestake5hoursjusttobathandgetdressed.

Ilaughedathimandwentupstairs.Ifound

Nkosilayingonthebednakedtalkingtothe

phone.He'sonsomebusinesscall.Iwhispered

tohim"Isitthewhitegirl"henodded.Justthen,

Igotagreatidea.Ilockedthedoorandtookof

myclothes.Iwenttohimandthenstarted

suckingandlickinghismanhoodslowly.He's

eyespoppedandhelookedatmewithasmile

onhisface.Isuckedharderandharder,he

moanedwhileonhiscall.Ilaughedathima

little,Ijustcouldnthelpit.Igotontopofhim

andinsertedhismanhoodinsideofmeand

rodemymanliketheresnotomorrow.

Nkosi:Shit!Naye...mmmh,fuck,uhmBianca,I'll

callyoulater.



Heendedthecallandthrewhisphone.Hewas

nowgroaningandholdingmetightly.

Nkosi:Iseeyou'rebecominganaughtygirlhuh?

Naughtygirlsneedtobepunished.

Me:Ohreally?Evenwhentheydothis?

Istartedhumpingandtwerking,increasingmy

pace,hewasgrabbingmybuttsohardI'msure

I'llhavebruises.Heheldmetighterashe

releasedandIfollowedrightafter.Ilaidonhis

chestandkissedhissmallnipple.

Nkosi:Thankyou,thatwasamazing.

Me:ThatBiancabitchshouldknowherplace.

Iwinkedathimandhespankedmyass.

Nkosi:YesMem!

Iwenttothebathroomandwashedmyface.He

cameinandheldmywaistfromtheback.

Me:Youdoknowwe'llbelate.Nowmove,I

wanttobath.



Nkosi:We'lltakeaquickshower.Ijustneesone

quickie

Me:Youlikethingsquickhuh?

Nkosi:Youmaysayso

Me:Just3mins

Nkosi:10

Me:5andthatsit.

Hebentmeoverandinsertedhismanhood

insideofme.Hethrustedsodeeplyandhe's

pacewasreallyfast.Hekeptonsqueezingmy

boobsandspankingme.Itwaspainfulyetfilled

withsomuchpleasure.Afterafewminuteswe

weredoneandweshowered.Iworeawhite

longsummerdressandsandals.Itookafew

doeksandputtheminmybag.Nkosinathitook

ourbagsandputtheminthebootofthecar

we'llallbeusing.Mayibongwedrovetothe

airportandwewentontheprivatejet.



Phelo:WhydoIfeelliketheressomethingI'm

forgetting?

Me:Ihopeit'snotsomethingimportant.

Phelo:Adoek!Ialwaysforgetit.

Me:Don'tworry,Icarriedenoughforthebothof

us

Phelo:You'realifesaverBhovungane

Me:Hlase

After3hourswelanded.Itsagoodthingweleft

early,it'sjust12:30now.Acarfetchedusand

wewereofftotheRoyalhouse.

Mayi:Who'scaristhat?I'mfamiliarwiththe

othercarsbutnotthatone.

Nkosi:Probablyoneoftheeldersboughtanew

car.

Wewentinsideandthehelperstookourbags

toourhouses.Thekidsrantotheir

grandmotherwhensheapproachedwithIsiphile,



she'sgrownsomuchandshe'sactually

maturednowandnotthespoiltbratthatshe

wasbefore.There'sthisdaywhereshe

disrespectedmeandPhelo,theslapshegot

fromPhelokazi!Iwasneverready.Shecried

andwenttohermomwhogaveheranotherhot

slap.Phelokazidon'ttakenobullshitItellyou.

Wewenttoaspareroominthehouseand

quicklywrappedthedoeksonourheadsand

overourshouldersbeforetheKingandthe

eldersseeus.Afterweweredonewewentto

theloungeandsatwiththeQueenandthekids.

MaQ:Lunchisreadybutwehavetowaitfor

thesementofinishwhatevertheyare

discussing.They'vebeenhavingthese

meetingssinceMonday.

Phelo:KnowwhatisitaboutMah?

MaQ:No,myhusbandwillnoteventellme.I've

beenkeptinthedark.Afterlunchwe'llgodo

somegroceryshoppingandpamperourselves,I



haven'tbeenwithmydaughtersforawhile.

Themencameoutandwehadtobowdown

andgreetthem.ThisthingisexhaustingandI'm

stillnotusedtoit.

King:Thewivesofmysons,hellomybeautiful

daughters.

Hepattedourshouldersandledthewaytothe

dinningarea.Weallsatdownandtheservants

servedusourfood.TheresthisonedayI

offeredtodoitbutIwasn'tallowedto.

Phelokazisaidgraceandwedugin.Nkosinathi

keptonbrushingmythighandIkickedhim

Nkosi:Ouch

Me:Behaveyourself.

Nkosi:Ican't,Mkhizewon'tgodown.

Thisguy!He'sbeenhornyalldaylong.

Nkosi:Iwantyoutorepeatwhatyoudidthis

morning.I'mstillveryturnedonbyit.



Me:Nkosinathi,Iwanttoeat.I'mhungrystop

disturbingme.

Nkosi:I'mhungryforyou,Iwanttoeatyouwith

nodisturbances.

ThewayIwantedtolaugh!Whatiswrongwith

myhusbandtoday?Ijustcan't!

Me:Excuseme

King:You'reexcusedmydaughter

Iwenttothebathroomandlockedthedoor.I

burstedoutinlaughter,Ijustcouldn'tholditin

anymore.Irinsedmymouthandwentbackto

thetable.

Nkosi:Whatwereyoudoingthere?

Me:Selfservice.

HesqueezedmythightighterandIlaughedat

him.Icontinuedeatingandwetookthedishes

aftereveryonewasdone.

Servant:Myprincesses,pleasesitdownandI'll



collectthedishesandwashthem.

Phelo:Noitsokay,we'llwashthem.

Servant:Pleasemyprincesses,Idon'twantto

beintrouble.Itiswrongofmetoallowyouto

dosuch.

Me:Wewouldn'twantyoutobeintrouble

younglady.I'lltalktotheQueen,donotworry

yourself.

Servant:Thankyou

Sheleftandwewashedthedishes,driedand

packedthem.

King:Nokuthula,pleaseexcuseus.

Phelo:Myking.

Shebowedandleftus.NokuthulaisPhelokazi's

namewhichshewasgivenwhenshegot

marriedhere.IwasnervousastowhytheKing

wantedtotalktome.He'sstillcreepyeven

thoughI'vetalkedtohimsomanytimes.



King:Howishe?

Ifirstlookedathimconfusedbyhisquestion

andthenrealizedhe'stalkingaboutNkosinathi.

Hehardlyasksmeabouthim.

Me:He'sokaymyKing.He'sdoingreallygreat

andwe'rehappy.He'sagreathusbandand

greatfather.

King:I'mgladhe'schangedhisways.I'venever

beenabletotalktothatboy,healwayshadhis

ownthingsinhismindandhe'sverystubborn.

Hedoesthingshe'sownway.

Me:That'sjusthowheis.Andheisreallyreally

stubborn.

King:I'mgladhemetyou.You'reablessing

Nokukhanya.

Withthatsaidheleftandtheywentbackto

theirmeeting.Nkosiwinkedatmeashefollwed

hisfatherandtheelders.Aftersometime

Mayibongwecamein



MaQ:Aren'tyousupposedtobeatthemeeting?

Mayi:Iwasstillsmokingmom.

HekissedPhelokazi'scheekandrushedtothe

office.

MaQ:Thisboy!Getyourbagsandletsgoladies.

WegotourbagsandweusedMayibongwe's

car,Phelowasdriving.

MaQ:Sooohowsthesexlife?Iseeyoubothare

glowing.Ialwaysknewmykidscansatisfyjust

liketheirfather.TheMkhize'saregifteddown

there.

Lord!Openawholeformeandletmehide.This

womanneverseizestoamazeme!HowdoI

evenanswertothis!

MaQ:Don'tbeshy

Phelo:Thesexisgoodmah,nowcanwetalk

aboutsomethingelse?

IjustlaughedatthemandtheQueenwenton



andonabouthersexlife.

Me:Mah,that'stoomuchinformation.You

shouldn'tevenbehavingsexnow,you're

growingold.

MaQ:Nevertoooldforsexmychild.Youknow,

weshouldalsobuysomelingerie.Mybodyis

stillverysexyandfirm.

Me:You'rerightatthat,howdoyoudoit?

MaQ:Swallowyounglady,swallow.Andthe

gymofcause

Phelo:Mayou'resonaughty

Wewentaroundthemalldidthegrocery

shoppingandtheservantstookittothecar.

Whereverwegowehavebodyguardsand

servantsfollowingus.Itattractssomuch

attentionandthepeoplealwaysknowthat

Royaltyisapproaching.Somepeopleeven

kneeldownwhenwepassthem.



MaQ:Buythose,theyreallydomagicItellyou.

Me:Whatarethesevelegogo?

MaQ:Me?Agogo?Never.Imayhave

grandchildrenbutI'mnotagogo.

Phelo:Icannotbelieveyougotusintoasex

shop,you'rekinky.

MaQ:Andyoushouldbekinkytoo.Experiment!

Welaughedatherandgoteverythingshe

thoughtweneeded.Thiswomanthough!We

wenthomeandstartedpreparingsupper.

Thosemenhavebeeninthatofficesincewe

left.

MaQ:Youshouldstartcomingwithmetothe

meetingsIgotowithotherQueensofnearby

villages,bothofyou.

Phelo:Isitnecessaryformetoalsocome?

MaQ:YesNokuthula.Nokukhanyawillneedyou

close,stepbystep.



Me:Thelastonewewenttowassoboring.

Howdoyougetusedtoit?

MaQ:Thatonewasn'timportant,sometimesits

justtositandhavetea.SomeQueensarejust

sofullofthemselvesbutweworktogetherwell.

Wecontinuedtalkingaboutitandwentonto

talkaboutotherthings.Weweredonepreparing

supperandwewenttowatchtv.

Servant:TheKinghassaidyoucanallhave

supperwithoutthem.Theyarestillverybusy.

MaQ:Preparethetablewe'llbethereshortly.

WehadsupperandIbathedthekidsandput

themtosleep.Ialsotookashowerand

changedintomysleepwear.Igotatextfrom

Nkosinathi

Nkosi:"I'llcometobedlate,don'twaitup.Ilove

you."

Iswitchedoffthelightsandwentoffto



dreamland.
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Twoyearslater

Thepasttwohasbeengreat.Mymarriagehas

beenwonderfulandIgavebirthtotwoprecious

babies,aboyandagirl.Wenamedtheboy

SiphosenkosiMkhizeandthegirl,Buhlebenkosi

MakhosazanaMkhize.Ikneweventuallythat

oneofmychildrenwillbenamedafter

Nkosinathi'sgranny.Imadeitclearto

NkosinathithatIdon'twantanybabiesanymore

andI'vebeenonthepillsinceIgavebirth.I

couldn'tgothroughitagainafter13hoursof



labourpains.WheredoIevenstart?Emihlehas

grownalotandshe'sa10yearolddiva.

Kwenzokuhle,he's5yearsoldnowandstillasks

toomanyquestions.Lisakhanya,stillcriesalot

andshe'sdaddieslittlegirl,shestwoandshe

thinksshe's21,sassylittledivalikeEmihle.Yep!

I'monly31andamotherof5.Mylifehasbeen

reallygreat,afterourweddingwewenttoour

honeymooninParisforaweekandthekids

werealsotheretoo.Itwasreallythemost

amazingtimeofourlivesanditconnectedus

moreasafamilyanditconnectedmyhusband

andImore.ZandyandMphogotmarried

shortlyaftershegavebirthtoababyboy,

KabeloLebone.Zeealsogavebirthtoboy,

DanverMpenduloMcKenzie.Suprisingly,Sneh

andAthialsotiedtheknot,shortlyafterthat

MayibongweandPhelogotmarriedandweare

inpreparationsofJabuandNangamso's

wedding.Weareallmarriednow,withheavy

rocksonourfingersandlifeisgood!I'msure



youprobablywonderingifIeverwentbackto

work,I'mahousewifeandI'mhappy.Idon'tjust

sitaroundalldayanddonothing,Ihavea

business,I'mintopropertynow.Itsmaking

moneyIdon'tneed,Idonatethemoneyto

numerouscharitiesandorphanagehomes.My

husband'sbusinessisgrowingmoreandmore

successfulbytheday,weboughtanewhouse

lastyearandhehasbought3newsportcarsand

Ichangemywardrobeevery2months.Lifeis

goodItellyouandGodhasblessedme

abundantly.

Buhle:Mah,Lisaishittingme.

Me:Lisa,don'tdothat.

Lisa:ButitwasEmihle

Shestartedcrying.Ohshe'salwayscrying!

Nkosi:Sabelosababakhewhyareyoucrying?

Lisa:Dada,Buhlesaidihitherandmahshouted

atme.



Emihle:You'resuperdramaticLisa.Thatdidn't

happendaddy.Iwantedtoaskyousomething

Nkosi:Ask

Emihle:CanIgetaniPhone?

Nkosi:Okaymybaby

Me:Youcrazy,thatsnothappeninguntilyou're

16

Emihle:Butmom,dadtalktomomplease

Nkosi:Whatmomsaysgoes.Wait6moreyears

Shenoddedandwenttoherroom.She's

growinguptoofast,a10yearoldwithan

iPhone?Nop,nothappening.Imadetheirlunch

boxesandcombedLisa'shair.Shegoestoa

babydaycareandthetwinsarestillstayingat

homewithMaGloria.MaZondiretiredbutshe's

stillgettingpaid.She'sbeenwithNkosifora

longlongtimeshe'salmostlikeamothertohim

sotheresnowayhewouldnottakecareofher



evenwhenshedoesn'tworkforhimanymore.

Hesendsgroceriestoherhouseeverytwo

weeksandthekidssovisithersometimes.Did

Imentionthathealsobuiltherahousefrom

scratch?Yep!MamZondiwassohappyshe

didn'tevenknowwhattodotothankhim.My

husbandisthemostgenerousmanI'veever

met.Weweredonepreparingandwewentin

separatecars,EmihleandLisaarewithNkosi.

I'mwithKwenzokuhle.Idroppedhimoffandwe

saidourgoodbyes.I'mgoingtopickupSbahle,

she'sdoingher1styearinuniversity.Shechose

tostayhereinDbn,she'sstudyingmedicineat

UKZN.ShedoeshaveherownflatinManor

GardensandMphoboughtheracarwhenshe

passedhermatricwithall7A's.Idon'tknow

whyI'mpickingherupwhenshessupposedto

beusingherowncar.Iparkedandwaitedfor

her,shecamerunningwhiledropping

everythingshe'scarrying.She'sveryclumsy,like

me.Afterawhilesheputherthingsintheboot



andwewereofftoNangamso's.

Me:How'svarsity?

Sbahle:It'sgood,justabitmorehecticthan

Highschool

Me:Anygoodlookingguys??

Sbahle:Soomany!ButI'mchilled.ItsstillMarch

soI'mstilljustlooking.

Me:Don'tletthemdistractyou

Sbahle:Iwon'tsis.

WegottoNgamso'sapartment,she'sgoingto

moveinwithJabuafterthewedding.Wegot

thereandwewerethelasttoarrive.

Me:Aaah!Youlookhorrible.Whathappened?

Bee:Fuckyou,yousuchagoodfriend.

She'spregnant!Sheexperiencedmany

difficultieswithgettingpregnantbutfinallyGod

showedhismercyandsheisnow6months



pregnant.Shelookedsopaleandtired,herhair

wasn'tevencombed.

Sneh:ItsAthi'sbirthdayonSaturday.Whatare

wedoing?

Kamo:We'regoingtoparty!!!!

Belinda:Thewayyouguyslovepartying

Bee:Don'tbeagogowenaBelinda.Whenlast

didweevenparty?Thepartyisongirls.

Siya:SaysMrsPreggies,youwillnotdrinkany

alcohol.You'llbeonyourown

Zee:Shewont,I'mamonthpregnant.

Zandy:What!!!Andyoukeptittoyourselfman!

Congratulations

Sbahle:Youguysarelikebabygenerators!

There'salwayssomeonepregnant,itsproof

thatyoualllovedick

Sneh:Tellthem!



Ntoko:WoahwenaSnenhlanhlawhenareyou

gettingpregnant?

Sneh:Nextyear

Ngamso:I'mwithyouthereSneh.

Me:Don'tmindtheseidiots,Congratulationsmy

Zee

Weallcongratulatedherandhadalovely

conversationgoingon.Thedesignerwhois

makingourbridesmaidsdressescameand

tookourmeasurements.Afterthatweordered

lunchandhadafeast.Whilechattingupa

stormwewereinterruptedbyThabo,whendid

heevengethere?

Thabo:Ladies

Me:HeyMrchef.

Thabo:CanwetalkasideKamogelang?

Kamo:Sure

Sbahle:Troubleinparadise.



Sneh:Youtalkalot,justlikeyoursister.

Siya:TheyarenotlikeyouandZee,youguys

aresodifferent.

Belinda:Noonewouldsaytheyaresisters.

Ntoko:IfSiyaandBabalwadidn'tlookalike,we

wouldn'tsaytheyaresisters.Theirpersonalities

aretoodifferent.

Me:Verydifferent.

IgotacallfromuMakotiwakwaMkhize,which

isPhelo.I'mhappyI'mnottheonlyMakotithere

now.Wheneverthere'saceremonywehelp

eachotherandI'mgladitssomeoneIknowand

I'musedto.Shewassobeautifulonher

weddingday,especiallythetraditionalwedding.

Ihadtowelcomeherandshegotherprincess

crown.Itwasindeedabeautifulmoment.

Me:MaMkhize

Phelo:Hey,doyouknowwhywe'rebeing



summondtoLangelihlethisweekend?

Me:NoIhaven'tbeentoldanything.Maybe

Nkosinathiwilltellmelater.

Phelo:Mayibongwejusttoldme.IhopeIwon't

bemakinganytraditionalbeerthistime,Ineed

togoremovemylongnails.

Me:I'lldosotoo.GuessI'llseeyouthis

weekend.

Phelo:YesMaMkhize.Bye

Me:Byelove.

WespentanothertwohourstogetherandI

wenttopickupthekids.

Me:Howwasyourdaykids?

Emihle:I'msotiredIjustwanttosleep.Itwasa

busyday,we'repreparingforaplaythatsnext

week.

Lisa:I'mhungry



Kwenzo:Metoo

Me:We'realmosthome.

Whenwegothomemylittletwinscamerunning

tome.Thesekidsarealwaysrunning.

Buhle:Mama!!!

Me:Buhlebenkosimissedmommy?

Shenoddedandwentbacktowatchtv

Me:HelloSipho,I'mgoingtomakelunchfor

youguys.EmihleandKwenzo,changeyour

schooluniformplease.Sipho,wannahelpmom?

Sipho:Yes

Heenjoysbeinginthekitchen.Healways

followsmearoundsoIjustputhimonthe

kitchencounterandhewatchesme.Iwasdone

anddishedupforthem.NkosiwalkedinwhileI

wasfeedingBuhle.

Them:Daddy!!



Nkosi:Heykids.Mywife

Me:Heybabe,longday?

Nkosi:Verylong.

Hekissedmeandsqueezedmybum.

Kids:Argh!!!

Nkosi:Hey,thisismywife.

WelaughedandhewenttochangewhileI

dishedupforhim.Hecamebackwearing

sweatpantsandalongsleevet'shirt.Helooked

sooyummy!Hesatdownandate.Wewashed

thedishestogetherandthekidswenttothe

playroomsincetheyhadnohomework.

Nkosi:We'regoingtoLangelihlethisweekend

Me:Phelotoldmewe'reallsummondthere.

Whatisitabout?

Nkosi:Ihavenoidea.Youknowhowmomis

withherfamilyreunionswhenshemissesus.



Me:Yeah,thatmeanswe'llmissAthi'sbirthday

party.

Nkosi:It'sAthi'sbirthday?

Me:YesonSaturday

Nkosi:Oh,I'msurehedoesn'tevenknowthat.

Guesswe'llmissit.Comesitnexttome

Me:Why?

Nkosi:CauseImissyou.Nowcome

Me:No,I'mfinehere.

Hestoodupandcarriedme.Isatontopofhim

whilehekissedmyneck.

Me:MamGloriaisstillaroundthehouseyou

know

Nkosi:So?Wemarried,wewon'tplayhideand

seek.

Me:Butstill.

Helaughedatmeandtoldmeabouthe'sdayat



work.Hehadahecticroughday.

Nkosi:There'sthisnewwhiteladywho's

workingwithmeontheprojectwe'redoingin

Nigeria.Shebarelywearsanythingtocoverher

body,shetriedflashingitallovermetodayand

allPhiladidwaslaughatme.

Me:Sheshouldknowherplaceandgetdressed.

Idon'twantanyskimpybitchflashingherass

formyman.

Nkosi:Shehasnoassatall.WhywouldIleave

afullpakageherefornothingatall?You'remy

numberone,myoneandonly.Iloveyou

Nokukhanya

Me:IloveyoutooNkosinathiMkhize

Nkosi:NowhowaboutIgetsomeass?Iwanna

fuckyou

Me:Whathappenedtomakinglovetome?

Nkosi:That'sfortonight,rightnow,Iwanna



fuckyouandmakeyouscreammynameout.

Me:Youwish

Nkosi:We'llseeaboutthat.

Hecarriedmelikeasackofmaizemealand

wentupstairs.Hetookofmyclothesandthrew

themonthefloor.He'ssohandsomeandrough

todaybutIloveitverymuch!Heputmeonthe

edgeofthebedandinsertedhismanhood.Boy!

Washehugeinsideofme.Ifeltmytoescurlas

hethrustedhardandsentshiversdownmy

spine.We'llsavemoredetailsforlater.
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Iwokeupearlyinthemorningandtooka

shower.Nkosinathiwasstillfastasleep,Idon't

evenknowwhenhecametobedlastnight.I

tookashowerandpreparedfortheday,Iwore

alongblackskirtandnavylongsleevetshirt.

BuhlebenkosiwasalreadyupandIfedher,Istill

breastfeedherandSiphosenkosiwantsnothing

todowithmilk.Heeatsfoodwithhisfewteeth.

Afterthat,bathedher.Theotherswerestill

asleepsoIdidn'twakethemup.Shewentto

watchcartoonswhileIwenttothekitchen

Phelo:MorningMrsMkhize

Me:MorningMrsMkhize,breakfast?

Phelo:Wokeupanditwasalreadymade.

Me:LetmedishupforNkosi.

IdishedupandMaQcametothekitchenwitha

hugesmileonherface.

Phelo:Andthen?



MaQ:Morningladies.What'sforbreakfast?

Me:Morningtoyoutoo,yoursmileisfor

breakfast.

MaQ:HowcanInotsmileaftersuchan

amazingnight?

Phelo:Iguessyouusedalltheequipmentyou

bought?

MaQ:Someofthem.Savingtherestforanother

night.Didanyofyouexperiment??

Me:Hecamebacktobedlatelastnight,Iwas

fastasleep.

Phelo:Samestory.

MaQ:I'mtiredofthesemeetings.We'rejoining

intoday,prepareforthosehipstoache

becausewe'llbeseatedonthefloorasthe

wives.ThatsonethingIreallyhate

Me:We'lluseapillow

MaQ:Goodidea.



IlefttheminthekitchentalkingasIwentto

servemyhusbandsomebreakfast.Hehad

alreadyshowered,hehadatowelwrapped

aroundhiswaistandhewaslotioninghisupper

body.

Me:Morning

Nkosi:MorningNaye,sleptwell?I'msorryI

cametobedlate,MayiandIjustneededsome

airafterthemeetings.

Me:It'sokay.Nowhaveyourbreakfastbeforeit

getscold.

Nkosi:IthoughtIwashavingyouforbreakfast.

Me:Wellyouthoughtwrong.Noweat,i'llbein

thekitchenifyouneedme.

HefrownedandIlaughedathim.Ohthekids!I

wenttotheirroom.Theywerestillpeacefully

sleepingbesidesKwenzo

Kwenzo:I'mhungrymah



Me:Letsgohavesomebreakfastandthen

you'llbath.

Kwenzo:DoIreallyhavetobath?Ididbathlast

nightandyesterdaymorning,soI'mveryclean.

Me:Kwenzokuhlecome,letsgoeat.

Kwenzo:PromisemeIwon'tbath?

Me:Ipromiseyouwon'tbath.

Hequicklystoodupandrantothekitchen.

Kwenzoandbathing,it'slikeoilandwater.He

hatesbathingandhe'sfathersaysitsperfectly

normal.Ifitwasuptohim,hewouldn'tbathfor

theentireweek.Idisheduphisbreakfastand

heate,withinafewminuteshewasdone.

Kwenzo:Moremahplease

Me:Wereyouthathungry?

Kwenzo:Yesma.

Servant:MyPrincess,thePrincehassummond

foryou.



Me:OkaytellhimI'mcoming.

Servant:ItisofurgencyMyPrincess,Iwilltake

careofthetheyoungprince.

Me:Okaythankyou.

Iwentbacktotheroomandhewasn'tthere.

Me:Nkosinathi

Nkosi:Rightbehindyou

Iturnedandhehadachainandhandcuffsinhis

hand.

Nkosi:Soo,Ifoundtheseinyourdrawer.

Ilaughedathim,ifonlyheknewthathe'smom

mademebuythese.Ijustkeptquietandlooked

athim.

Nkosi:Youcannottalknow?

Me:Uhm...Ican

Hekeptoncomingclosetome.Hepushedme

tothebedandcuffedmyhandstomyankels.I



cannotmove,Icannoteventouchhim.

Nkosi:SeemsasifIwon'tbeneedingthis,I'll

justseewhatmorewillIfindinthetreasurebox.

Me:You'reenjoyingthis?

Nkosi:Alotmylady.

Helockedthedoorandwenttothebathroom.

Whydidn'tIhidethesethings?Nowthey're

beingusedonme.Hecamebackwithawhip.

Me:NoNkosinathilet'sdothistonight,wehave

ameetingtoattendto.

Nkosi:Wehavetwohoursbeforethemeeting

starts.Iwonderhowthisworks,maybeIshould

tryithere.

Hehitmeonmythighsanditachedinastingy

pleasurableway.Hetookofmyunderwearand

startedkissingandlickingmypunani.He

insertedhisfingerwhilealsousinghistongue

onme.IkeptonmoaningandmoaningbutI



couldn'tevenholdhim

Me:Nkosinathi,Iwanttoholdyou.Please,let

mego.

Nkosi:We'vejuststartedbabe,chill.

Thisispleasurabletorture!Ikeptonmoaning

andIscreamedlouderwhenheinsertedhis

manhood.Hekeptonteasingandtakingitout,

puttingitbackin,rubbingmyclitand

penetratingdeeply.Hemadelovetomeso

passionatelyyetIcouldn'tholdhim.Hekissed

myneckandthrusteddeeper.Afterawhilehe

finallytookoffthecuffs.Ilaiddownforawhile

tryingtocatchmybreath.

Nkosi:Soo?Whendidyougetthese?

Me:Yesterday,yourmomtookustosomekinky

shopandmadeusbuythese.

Nkosi:Mymomisthebest.Doyouthinkshe

stillgetssome?



Me:Arewereallygoingtotalkaboutthis?Well

yesbecauseshewokeupwithahugesmileand

saidsheusedsomeofthethingsshebought

lastnight.I'msureshewasmoaningand

screamingoutyourdad'sname.

Nkosi:Okaywe'redone.Idon'twanttohearit

anymore.

Ilaughedathimandhecleanedusup.Wefixed

ourselvesandwentdownstairs

King:We'vebeenwaitingforyou.Theeldersare

herealready.

Nkosi:MyapologiesforthedelayGreatOne.

Funnyhowheturnstothisobedient,calm

respectfulguyinthepresenceofhiseldersand

theKing.SodoesMayi,theyaren'tgoofyand

randomliketheyalwaysare.Wewereseatedon

thefloorwithotherauntiesasthemeetingwent

on.Vulamasangoalsoarrivedaftersometime.

King:Asyouallknow,timehaspassedandI've



gottenolder.IhaveservedmytimeandIhave

ruledthisKingdomwithgreatleadershipskills,

tookdecisionsthatbenefitthisKingdomandits

people.Ihavedonenumerousthingsthathave

changedthisKingdomforthebetter.Thegood

skillsthatIhave,Ihavetaughtandpassedonto

mytwosons.TheeldestbeingPrince

NkosinathiMkhizewhoisthecrownedPrince

ofLangelihle.WhenhewasyoungImadesure

thatImentorhim,teachhimmywaysandthe

waysofthisKingdom.Thewaysofour

forefathers,Ihavewatchedhimimplementthat

knowledgeinhislife.Heisaverysuccessful

youngmanwhohasmadehiswayinthe

businessworld.Hehasputhisnameandthe

MkhizenameoutthereandI'mgladtosaythat

throughoutallhedid,hehasneverforgotten

aboutwhoheis.Hehasneverforgottenhistrue

destinyandthathehasnotturnedhisbackon

thisKingdomandhe'sfamily.IhavedecidedI

haveseenthatitistimeformetostepdownas



KingofLangelihle.

Therewere"Hah'sandYoh's"fromtheaunties

hereandMaQjustrolledhereyesatthem.This

womanisdramatic!Ijustdidn'tknowhowto

reacttoitall.Iknewitwouldhappenoneday

butIdidn'tknowitwouldhappensosoon.

King:ThecrownedPrincewillsoontakeoveras

KingandIamgivinghimtwomonthsaswe

preparefortheceremonyofmakinghimKingof

thislandandashewillfixafewthingsfrom

he'ssideandI'msurehehasalottotakecare

ofbeforecomingdowntoleadthisKingdom.

Hewillstillhavetodecidewhohewillchoose

ashe'scouncilmembersandhisrighthand

man.Thishasalotofresponsibilityanditneeds

pensivethinking.ButItrustthathewilltake

gooddecisionsforhimself,hisfamilyandthe

Kingdom.Ihavesaidmypart,mythanksmy

people.

Everyone:BayedeKhabazela.



Hesatonhisthronewhichwillsoonbe

Nkosinathi's,thisisjusttooscaryforme.Phelo

pinchedmyassandIlookedather.She

mouthed"MyQueen"Shepulledhertongueat

meandIlaughedather.Thisisgoingtobelong

andcomplicated.Oneoftheeldersstoodand

wasabouttospeak.

Elder:MyKing,Royalfamily,RoyalCounciland

elders,Igreetyouall.Thereisalsoalittleissue

thathascometomyattentionanditcannotbe

ignored.Theroyalcouncilandtheeldershave

discussedthismatterandhavedecidedtotake

thismatterintoourhands.Guards!Sendherin!

King:Isaidthatwillnothappen!Didn'twe

discussthisandsaywewillletitgo!

Elder:MyKing,thisdecisionisnotonyou.Ithas

tobedone.

MaQ:Whatisshedoinghere?

Weturnedandlooked.Ndiphiwewalkedinwith



guardsandtwounclesfollowingher.

Me:Whatisgoingon?

IwhisperedtoMaQandPhelo.Theyshrugged

andtheywereconfusedasIwas.

Ndiphiwe:GreetingstoTheLangelihleRoyalty.

ShesatdownnexttousandIlookedatNkosi.I

couldseethatherpresencemadehimangry.I

don'twanthimtobeangry,thathasn't

happenedinyearsanditsnotabouttostart

now.Notbecauseofher

Elder:Asyouallknow,PrincessNdiphiweisthe

motherofNkosinathi'sfirstson.Kwenzokuhle,

theheirofourKingdom.Nkosinathiwillhaveto

takeherashiswife,aroyalwife.

MaQ:Thisiscrazy,sheisnotevenRoyalty

Elder:Sheis.SheistheprincessofThe

KingdomofMwelise.

Nkosi:Shegrewuphere,rightacrossthestreet



we'veknownherforawhilesincewhenisshe

evenroyalty?

Oneoftheunclesshecamewithstoodupand

askedtospeak.Permissionwasgranted.

Uncle:Weallneverknewwhathappenedtothe

othertwin,whenNdiphiwewasborn,shewasa

twinofaboywhoisthecrownedpinceofour

land.Duringthosedaysourlandwasstill

followingancientways.Shewassupposedto

bekilledbuthermothergaveherawaytoa

servantwhothanranawayandwasneverseen

again.Wehavelaterfoundoutwhenherbrother

discoveredthetruthandlookedforher.Forthe

pasttwoyearswe'vebeenwithherinMwelise

asshegottoknowherfamilyandknowmore

aboutherKingdom.Herreturninourland

almostaroseawarbutitdidn't.Sheisthe

princessofMwelise.Themotheroftheheirof

yourKingdom,itisherrightfulrighttobethe

Queenofthisland.SheisofRoyalblood.



MaQ:Nonsense!!

Nkosi:Iwillnotdothat,Iwillnotmarryher!Or

anyoneelseforthatmatter.

ThewasahugeargumentbetweentheKing,

Nkosi,theeldersandtheRoyalCouncil.Ijust

couldn'ttakeitanymore.Itbecametoomuch

forme.Phelowasalreadycryingnexttome.I

stoodupandlefttheroom.Mayibongwecalled

outmynamebutIdidn'tlookback.Igottomy

roomandNkosinathifollowed.Icouldn'thelp

butjustcry.Heheldme,Itriedtofighthimoff

butheistoostrongforme.Ijustcriedandhe

kissedmyforehead.

Nkosi:Don'tcrymyloveplease.Iwillnotmarry

heroranyoneelseforthatmatter.Iloveyou

andonlyyou.Don'tcry

Me:(sniffs)YouneedaRoyalwifeNkosinathi.

I'mnotRoyal,you'regoingtobeKing.

Nkosi:IdontneedaRoyalwife,you'reworth



morethanjustaRoyalwife.You'remylifeand

theonlyoneforme.I'drathernotbeaKingthan

tohavetomarryanotherwoman.I'drather

looseallthisthantolooseyou.Iloveyou

Nokukhanya

Icontinuedtocryandhekissedme.

Nkosi:Letsgetyoutuckedinbed,washyour

facefirst,you'llhaveaheadacheifyoucontinue

cryinglikethis.

Me:Didyouknowaboutallthis?

Nkosi:Nobabe,Ionlyknewaboutmyfather

steppingdown.Thisisnonsense,Iwon'tmarry

her.Iloveyouandonlyyou.
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Iwokeupwithamassiveheadache,IguessI

criedmyselftosleeplastnight.Imissmy

babies,Iwonderifthey'veeatenbecauseI'm

veryhungry.Ididn'thavethesupperPhelo

broughtuptomelastnight,Ihadnoappetite

andjustwantedtocryandsleep.Imadethe

bedandwenttotakeashower.Itooklonger

thanIthoughtIwould.AfterthatIlotionedmy

bodyandworealongblackdress,coveredmy

hairandshouldersthanwentdownstairs.She

wasthere,sittingwithherlegsfoldedcarrying

Kwenzokuhle.Ijustlaughedalittlethanwentto

thekitchen.MaQandPhelowerechillingwith

glassesofwine.

Me:Alcohol,at8am.

MaQ:Pleasedon'tjudge,I'llactuallypouryoua

glass.

Phelo:We'redistressing.



Me:Winewon'thelpme,Ineedvodka.

MaQ:Areyougoingtoaskwhereisyour

husband?

Me:Idon'twanttoknow.Whatsthisfloozie

doinghere?

Phelo:Theyleftherhere.

Me:Wheredidshesleep?

Phelo:Don'tworry,shedidn'tsleepinyour

house.Shesleptinoneoftherooms

downstairs.

Me:Andwhyareyousittinginthekitchen?

MaQ:Wedon'twantnegativeenergyaroundus.

Andwhyareyouaskingsomanyquestions?

Me:I'mjustcurious.

ImademyselfsomethingtoeatandafterIateI

wenttoseemychildren.Theywerewatchinga

movieinIsiphile'sroom.



Me:Whatareyouguyswatching?

Them:IceAge!!

Isatdownandwewatchedthemovietogether.

Kwenzokuhlealsocametojoinus.Icouldn't

helpbutjustcheckifhewasokay,physically.

Hehadtinymarksofnailsonhisarm.I

immediatelyjustgotangry.Thatwoman

pinchedmyson.Shedoesn'tknowme.Icarried

Kwenzokuhleandwewenttothebathroom.

Me:Mybaby,whathappenedhere?

Kwenzo:Wheremom?

Me:Kwenzokuhle,I'mnotplayinganddon'ttry

todenyit.Whathappenedhere?

Kwenzo:Shepinchedme.

HestartedcryingandIheldme.

Me:Don'tcrybigboy,momwillsortitout

Thiswomanreallydoesn'tknowme,where

doesshegettherighttopinchmychild.After



hewasabusedasayoungsmallboy,sheknew

aboutitanddidn'tputastoptoit.Nowshe's

comingheretopinchmyson?Shereally

messedwiththewrongwoman.Iwent

downstairsandmadesurethatItoldIsiphileto

keepthechildrenintheroom.Iwenttothe

kitchenandpouredsomewineformyself,I

filledupamugandgulpeditinonego.Shewas

sittingintheloungewithMaQandPhelo.She

hadabigsmileonherfaceandIwipeditoff

withaslap.IwassoangrythatIendedup

beatingheruncontrollablyandIcouldhearher

screams.Iwasn'tevengoingtostopuntilIsaw

blood.I'mangry!Beyondangry,shethinksshe'll

comehereandliveaperfectlife.Shesgot

anotherthingcoming.Hehadheronthecorner

ofthecouches,kickingherstomach.Therewas

alotofnoiseandIdidhearMaQ'slaughter.Ifelt

him,hewasholdingme.Itriedfightinghimbut

he'stoostrongforme.Hecarriedmeandput

meoverhisshoulders.



Me:PutmedownNkosinathi!!

Nkosi:Nothappening,doyouwanttokillher?I

can'thaveyougoingtoprison

Me:Yes!Idon'tcareevenifagotoprison

nobodylaysahandonmyson!

Nkosi:Shedidwhat!!

Ithappenedsoquicklybutyep!Ilandedonthe

floorwithinafewseconds.

Me:Ouch!

Nkosi:Fuck!Shit,Imean...I'msorry.Ididn't

meantodropyou.

Hesaidthatonhiswaydownstairs,thatwasn't

evenanapology!Myarmhurtsnow.Istoodup

andtherewasalotofarguinggoingon.The

elderswerenowalsothere,thesepeople.They

arethereasonwhyshe'sevenhere.

Nkosi:Getout!!Packyourbagsandleavethis

palace.



Elder:Sheisnotgoinganywhere!Sheisyour

wife.

Nkosi:Excuseme?

Elder2:Youheardhim,she'syourwife.Her

lobolodatehasbeenfinalised.Shewillbe

introducedthedayyoubecomeKing.

Me:Overmydeadbody!Myhusbandwilldono

such!

Nkosi:DamnrightIwon't.Ihaveawife,and

theresheis.Shewillstandbesidemeandbe

crownedQueen.

Elder:Wewillnotbeleadbyacommoner!She

hasnoroyalblood.

Vulamasangoappearedfromnowhere.Weall

gotafrightbecausewedidn'tseehimcomein.

Didheevenusethedoortocomein?IfIdidn't

knowanybetterI'dsayitspurewitchcraft.

Vulamasango:Silence!!Youeldersaremaking



theancestorsangry!Youwickedliar,standup

andshowyourface!

Everyonewaswonderingwhohewastalkingto.

Iknewexactlythathewastalkingto.

Me:Ndiphiwe,showyourfaceandstopwasting

ourtime.

Vulamasango:Youclaimyouarethelonglost

princess,yesyoumightlooklikeherbutyouare

nother.Yourparentswerekilledalongtime

ago

Ndiphiwe:No!Myparentsarealive.

Vulamasango:Thosepeoplearenotyour

parents.Theprincesshasamarkonherthigh,

thatshewasgivenbyherlategrandmawho

happenstoalsobeyourgrandma.Yourfather

chosetomarryacommonerandhewasthrown

outoftheRoyalPalaceofMwelise.Therest

thathappenedafterthatisnotforyoutoknow.

Ndiphiwe:Youarealiar!You'refake!Don't



listentothisnonsenseelders.

Elder2:Ifyoureallyaretheprincess,showus

themark.

Ndiphiwe:Themark?

Mayi:Yesthemarkyoustupididiot.

Whydidheusestupidandidiotinonesentence?

Thisguy!Sheliftedupherskirtandshowedher

thigh.Itwasfreshbutunfortunatelyforher,

therewasnomarkatall.

MaQ:Youmayleave,thedoorisrightbehind

you.

Elder:ButNkosinathistillneedsaRoyalwife.

Vulamasango:Sheisthechosenone.Sheisthe

lightofthisKingdom.SheistheQueenofour

land.

Elder:Shehasnoroyalblood.

Me:Argh!Royalblood!Myfoot.Youhaveheard

whatVulamasangohassaid,Iamthechosen



oneandIwaschosenbytheancestorsofthis

Kingdom.Idon'tknowwhybutyouwereallhere

andeyewitnessedwhathappenedwhenIwas

beingwelcomedintothisfamily.YouthinkI'd

everallowmyhusbandtomarryanother

woman?Never!Icameintothishouseina

polygamousmarriageandyouknowhowthat

turnedout.YoursocalledRoyalprincesskilled

myparents!Sheeventriedtokillmeandmy

child.Afterthattraumaticexperienceyoustill

thinkI'dallowthattohappen.Itisnotgoingto

happenandyoubetteracceptitrealquickly.I

amnotgoinganywhere,I'mheretostay.Get

usedtothat.

Elder:Whowillbethecrownedprinceafter

NkosiisKing?Weneedaroyalheirofthis

Kingdom.Hisfirstsonisnotofroyalty,his

secondsonisnotofroyalty.Thethroneneedsa

King.

Hehadapoint.Noneofushadananswerto



that.ItwassilentandVulamasangokepton

chanting.Hereallyscaresmewhenhestarts

doingthischantingofhis.

Vulamasango:ThefutureKinghasnotbeen

bornyet.

Withthatsaidhedisappeared.Iknewit!He

didn'tusethedoorwhenhecamein.He

appearedfromnowherejustlikethewayhejust

disappeared.

Phelo:You'restillstandinghere?Youdon'twant

togetanotherbeatingfrommetoo.

Shequicklywenttotakeherbagsandleft

Nkosi:Youelderscanalsofollowherout.You

knowyourwaytothedoor.

Theycouldn'tbelievewhathehadjustsaid.

Theyleftwhilewhisperingthisamongst

themselves.

MaQ:Idiots.



Mayi:I'msoscaredofyounowNokukhanya,

yougotmadskills.

Me:Mxmshutup

WealllaughedandNkosicameandheldmy

waistfromtheback.Heimmediatelygotan

erectionandIcouldfeelhismanhoodagainst

myass.ItkeptonmovingandIgiggled.

Me:Stopit.

Nkosi:WhatdidIdo?He'stheonethat's

misbehaving.

Me:He'sonyousoyou'retheonebehindallhis

behavior.

Nkosi:Hewantsyou

MaQ:Getaroomyoutwo,youcannotbedoing

thatinfrontofme.I'mstillyourmother

Nkosinathi.

Nkosi:Momdon'tbejealousjustbecausedad

isn'taroundtoserviceyou,he'llbebackandyou



canhavehimallnight.

MaQ:DamnrightIwill.

Phelo:Thepeopleofthishouseandsex!Best

buddiesItellyou.

Mayi:Youactingasifyoudon'tlikeit,well

actuallyyouloveit.

Thelaughter!Idonotevenknowhowthis

shiftedintosextalk.IforoneknowthatI

wouldn'tbecomfortabletalkingtomyparents

aboutsex,Irememberwhentheygavemethe

"sextalk"fromthatdayIstoppedeatingbanana.

Itwaspartofthedemonstrationtheyput

together.Ijustcouldn't!OohhowImissmy

parents.

Nkosi:Wannagotoourhouse?

Me:No,I'mstillangryatyou.

Nkosi:WhatdidIdonow?

Me:Youdroppedme,Ifellflatonthefloor.



Nkosi:Ohthat

Me:Yesthat.

Nkosi:HowaboutIshowyouhowsorryIreally

am?

Me:Ididn'thearthat.

Ilaughedathimandwenttocallthekids.I'm

surethey'rehungrynow.

Isi:Wewantpizza

Me:You'renotpartofthekids,you'resogrown.

Emihle:ButwedowantPizzamom.

Isi:See?Itoldyou.

Me:Whatever.Isiorderpizzaenoughfor

everyone.Makesureyoubuydifferentkinds,

Siphosenkosidoesn'tlikechicken.Where's

Sabelosababakhe?

Lisa:Heremom

Me:OhIdidn'tseeyou.



Buhle:Iwantpie

Me:ButBuhlebenkosi,youalwaysbegtodiffer.

Comewithme

Shestoodup,she'ssoshort.Igetthatshe's

justayearandafewmonthsoldbutshe'sreally

shortyou'dsayshe'sjustmonthsor9.

Kwenzo:Iwantpieandpizza

Sipho:Metoo.

Iswearthosearethefirstwordsthisboyhas

saidsinceyesterday.Hedoesn'ttalkthatmuch,

evenwhenyoutryhavingaconversationwith

himhejustlooksatyouandnods.Heloves

ignoringme,Iliterallyhavetocallhimmore

than10timesthenheshowsup,doesn'teven

respond.Ifhrcouldcount,I'dswearhefirst

getsto10thencomes.He'sfatherisalways

defendinghimandsayshetalksalot.

Siphosenkosiisjustweird,myweirdbaby.They

getalongverywellwithMasande,Iguessits



becauseoftheirshadycharacters.Oh!Then

theresKwenzokuhleandNgcebo,Idon'teven

wanttotalkaboutthatbond.Iwonderhow

thesekidswillbewhentheyareteenagers.The

drama!Iwarmeduptheirpiesintheoven,it'sa

goodthingwehadfrozenpiesinthefreezer.

Theyatewhilewewaitedforthepizzatobe

delivered.ItcameandIdidn'tgivethem.They

justhadpies.Afterafewhourswehaditfor

supper,wealsoorderedburgersfromsteers

sinceMayibongweandNkosicomplainedthat

theywon'tbefulliftheyjusteatpizza.Iactually

misshavingLusandaandNongceboaround,

LusandaisinLimpopo,it'sworkrelated.

NongceboisatherownhousebeingQueenon

anotherKingdom.Itsbeenawhilesinceshe

visited.Thetwinsbirthdayiscomingupsoon,I

shouldstartplanningit.ThisthingofLisabeing

borninDecember,nowitwillbeliketheyareof

thesameage.She'sgoingtobeturning3in

December.Aftersupperweallseparatedand



wenttoourhouses.Ihaditrenovatedand

extended.Sothekidsroomcouldbebiggerand

IcouldhaveabiggerclosetbecauseallIdois

shop.Nkosinathifinishedtakinghisshower

afterIputthekidstosleep.

Nkosi:Comehere

Me:GetdressedthenI'llcome.

HewalkedclosetomeandIkeptonmoving

back.Ireachedadeadend,Iwasnowatthe

corner.HekissedmyneckandIfeltmyknees

goweak.Whyishedoingthistome?He

squeezedmybumtightlyandImoanedalittle.

Afterthat,wemadeloverightthere.Hetookme

passionatelyandIfelthislovewitheachand

everythrust.Idugmyhandsinhisbackand

keptonbitinghisneckleavinglovebitesonit.

AfterweweredonewelaidonthebedandIhad

myheadonhischest.

Nkosi:RememberwhatVulamasangosaid?



Me:Abouttheunbornheirofthethrone?

Nkosi:Yes.You'restillgoingtobepregnant,I

didtellyouthetwinsweren'tthelastbabies

you'rehaving.

Me:I'msureyou'rehappyaboutthat.Howdo

youthinkKwenzokuhleandSiphosenkosiwill

feelaboutthis?WelltechnicallyKwenzoisthe

firstsonandhemightgrowandthinkhe'lltake

thethrone.

Nkosi:They'llknow,ourkidsaresmartandvery

close.Thatsagoodthingbecauseonewillnot

envywhattheotherhas.Itsweirdthatthe

thronewillbetakenbytheyoungestbutthey'll

allbeequallytreatedandI'lltrainthemallthe

sameway.AsmuchashewillbeKing,they'llall

leadthisKingdomtogether.

Me:Thatsagoodidea.Theyaresmartandwill

begoodleadersjustliketheirfather.Don'tbe

harshonmysonsplease.



Nkosi:Iwon't,Iwon'tbesoftonthemandI

wontbeharshonthem.Theydoneedtolearn

thewaysofourKingdomandthehavedutiesto

fulfillandundergothroughouttheirlives.There

arethingsthatIdon'twantthemtogothrough,

I'llprotectthemanddorightbythem.ItswhatI

alwayspromisedmyself.

Me:Yourfatherspoketometheotherday,I

thinkheregretsthewayhewentaboutwith

thingswhileheraisedyou.

Nkosi:Heraisedmethesamewayhewas

raised.Hefollowedthesamepathasmy

granddad,whichissomethingIwon'tdo.It's

toolateforhimtoregretthingsnow

Me:Younotmadathimright?Youguysstill

havetimetomakethingsright.Behisson,call

himandtalktohim.Tellhimeverythingyoufeel.

Justmakethingsrightbetweenthetwoofyou.

Nkosi:I'mnotatfaultsoIwon'tdothat.



Me:Nkosinathi,you'rebothatfault.I'veseen

himtryhisbestbyyouandyousoquicktojust

shuthimout.Justletgoofthegrudgeinsideof

you,itwillhelpthebothofyou.

Nkosi:I'lltry.Nowsleep

Me:Youjustwanttoendthisconversation

Nkosi:I'mgladyougotthemessage.

Ipinchedhimandwewentonandtalkedabout

somethingelse.Hekeptoncommentingon

howIbeatupNdiphiwe,aslongasheand

Mayibongwelive,Iwillnotheartheendofit.

ShereallydeserveditandIwasjusttiredofher.

I'llsleepwithahugesmileonmyfacewiththe

manIlove.Iamandwillforeverbehisoneand

onlywife.IamMrsMkhize,Iwillnotsharethat

withanyoneelse.
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WeleftLangelihlelastnightandwearrived

earlythismorning.Thekidswillskipschool

todaybecausetheyareexhaustedfromthe

longtrip.WhenwegothomeItuckedtheminto

bedandalsowenttotakealittlenap.After

sometimeIwaswokenupbyacallfrom

Nkosinathi.Heimmediatelywenttoworkafter

wearrived.

Me:Mmmmh

Nkosi:You'restillasleep?Sorryfordisturbing

you.

Me:It'sokay,whyareyoucalling?

Nkosi:DoIneedareasontocallmywife?

Me:Noyoudon't



Wetalkedforawhileandheaskedmetocome

totheoffice.Iwokeup,tookashowerandgot

dressed.

Me:Kids,whendidyouwakeup?

Emihle:Awhileago.Wedidn'twanttowakeyou

up.Sinceyouwerealsotired

Me:Wantsomethingtoeat?

Kwenzo:AuntGloriaalreadymadeus

somethingtoeat.Buticecreamwouldbefine

thankyou.

Me:WhereisBuhleandLisa?

Emihle:Playroom.

Iwenttotheplayroomandtheywereplaying

dollyhouse.Theyalsowantedicecream.I

servedthemtheiricecreamwithchocolate

syrup.Imademyselffruitsaladandwe

watchedcartoons.Thehelperswerecleaning

arondthehouseandotherswerecleaningthe



gardenandplantingnewtrees.There'saplace

thathasgrownflowers,theyareverybeautiful

butIcannotgoclosetothematall.I'd

immediatelyhaveanallergicreaction.

Me:I'mleaving,I'llbebackshortly.

Buhle:Yaphimamakhe?(Whereareyougoing?)

HerandSiphostilldostrugglewithsomewords.

Everythinghappenedprettyfastwiththem

becausetheystartedwalkingbeforetheyeven

turnedayearold.

Me:I'mgoingtoseedaddy.

Emihle:Canwecomewithyou?

Me:Okay,letmegogetmycarkeysandwe'll

go.Lisafinishup

Lisa:Yesmom.

Itookmybagandcarkeys.Wentdownstairs

andtoldthechefnottopreparesuppertonight.

I'llbemakingsupperformyfamilytonight,it's



beenawhilesinceItooktheropesinmy

kitchen.Wegotintothecar,we'llbeusingmy

RangeRover.Aftera15minutewegottohis

workplace.

Me:Kids,norunning.Thisisdaddiesworkplace

andyoudon'twanttoseemashooligansand

makeamess.Beonyourbestbehavior,

understood?

Theynodded.Thatnodtrulydidn'tseem

convincingatall.Wegotoutoftheliftand

walkedtogether,IwascarryingSipho.They

remainedcalmandcollected,therewasn'tany

runningatall.Iguesstheydidmeanitwhen

theynodded.Thatallendedwhentheysaw

theirfathercoming.Hewaswalkingwithsome

seriousbusinessmen.Ohgod!"Daddy!!!!"They

rantohim,evenSiphogotoffmeandrantohis

father.ThesmileonNkosinathifaceashe

pickedupeachoneofthem,threwtheminthe

airandwenttothenext.Hejustforgotabout



beingatworkandinfrontofhisemployeesand

thesefreakishlyimportantmen.Iwalkedover

tothemandNkosinathikissedmycheek.

Me:GoodDayGentlemen.

TheyallgreetedbackasIcollectedmyflock

andwewalkedtohisoffice.

Me:Butyouguyssaidyouwouldn'trun.

Lisa:Wesawdaddy.

Kwenzo:Wegotexcitedmomsorry.

Thesekidsseetheirfathereachandeveryday

oftheirlives.Notrunningforjustadaynoteven

aday,afewminutes.Iwasonmyphonewhen

Nkosinathiwalkedinandthrewhisblazeron

thecouch.Foldedhisshirtsleevesand

unbuttonedonebuttononhisshirt.Ikepton

swallowingmysaliva.Icouldfeelmypanties

gettingwetandIwasjustseriouslydrooling

overmyman.Pullyourselftogether!Iblinked

twiceandhesmiledatmewhilebusyhelping



Kwenzotiehisshoe.Afterthathecametosit

nexttome,heputhisheadonmythighs.What

isthismandoingtome?

Nkosi:Thankyouforcomingwiththekidshere.

I'vemissedthem

Me:WelltheyinsistedoncomingsoIhadto

comewiththem.Theypromisedtheywouldn't

runbuttheydidotherwise.

Nkosi:Kidswillbekids,whowantssomepizza?

Therewerelotsof"Ido"comingoutandEmihle

orderedthepizza.Mychildhasgrownsomuch.

She'llbeturning11inDecember,Idon'twant

hertobecomeateenager.Itsalljusthappening

sofast.She'sevengrowinghipsandshes

becomingmoreofmyshape.

Nkosi:SoIneedadvice,I'vebeenthinkingalot

lately.Youknowwithmyfathersteppingdown

andIhavetotakeuphispositionplusjust

havingtwomonthstosortthingsout,thatstoo



littletimeandtheresalotofpressureforme.I

knowonceI'mKingespeciallyintheearlydays

ofit,I'llhavealottodoanditwillneedmyfull

attention.Ihaveahugecompanytorunandit

alsodoesrequiremyfullattention.WhichI

don'tthinkI'llbeabletodoboth.SoIwas

thinkingofsellingit.

Me:Youcannotdothat.Nkosinathithisisyour

company,youstarteditfromscratchandyou

diditwithoutanyonehelpingyou.Mkhizethisis

yourlegacy,youbuiltthisempireforour

children.I'mnotgoingtoallowyoutosellthis

company.Itisyoursanditshouldn'tbeanyone

else's.

Nkosi:Ineededtoconsultwithyousinceyou're

mypartner.Icannotsellthiswhenthe

shareholderdoesn'twantmeto.

Me:Whatshareholder?Sincewhendidyouget

apartnerinthisbusiness?



Nkosi:Sincewegotmarried,Igaveyou50%of

thebusiness.

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Howdidthat

happen?

Nkosi:Imadeithappen.You'remywife,whats

mineisyours.

Me:Thisiscrazy.Whywouldyoudothat,itis

yourcompany!

Nkosi:Idon'tgetwhyyou'regettingupsetover

this.

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Nkosi:BecauseIwasafraidthiswillhappen,I

knewyou'dsayno.

Me:Moveyourhead

Nkosi:No

Me:Nkosinathimove!

Kwenzo:Mommydon'tshoutatdaddy.



Nkosi:Tellher,Sheneedstorelax.

Kwenzo:Youneedtorelaxmom.

Emihle:Takeachillpill.

Heh!Ngyalingwangsehlanevandag!Isatdown.

BreathNaye,Breath.

Me:Mkhize

Nkosi:Motherofmybabies

Me:Youcannottakesuchdrasticdecisions

withoutmeknowing.Youdidthisbehindmy

back,withoutmeknowingandgivingyouthego

ahead.Wheredidyougetmysignature?

Nkosi:IknowyoursignaturesoIsignedonyour

behalf.

Me:That'sillegal.

Nkosi:Butlegalinmyterms.Babestopmaking

abigdealoutofthis,itsnothingokay.

Ichosetojustkeepquietandnotsayanything



elsebecauseitwon'tchangeanything.Thisguy

hasalreadydonethiswithoutmyapprovalandI

knowforafactthathedoesn'tseethisasabig

dealandhewillnotmakeanychanges.The

pizzaarrivedandweallsatdownandate.After

thatwecleanedupanditwastimeforusto

leavesinceNkosihadanimportantmeetinghe

hadtoattendto.Onourwayoutwebumped

intoPhilasande.

Me:MrNgcobo

Phila:MrsMkhize,heykids!

Wetalkedforawhileandhewasalsoofftothe

meeting.Wegottotheundergroundparking

andIjusthadanuneasyfeeling.Ilooked

aroundandstrappedthekid'sseatbelts.Sipho

andBuhlewereintheirbabycarseatsandI

strappedthem.IalwaysmakesureEmihleand

Kwenzokuhlearesittingonthesidesandthey

areinthemiddle.Ilockedalldoorsandall

windows.Istarteddrivingslowly.Inoticeda



blackVolvohasbeenfollowingme.Itooktwo

turnsanditwasstillfollowingme.Iincreased

myspeedsoIcouldloosethem.

Me:Kids,seattightly.Makesureyouholdonto

thelittleones.

Idrovereallyfast,I'mgoingtoloosewhoever's

followingme.I'mnotgoingtogohome,one

thingtoyoushoulddowhenyou'rebeing

followedistoNEVERgohome.Youcannotlead

themtowhereyoustay,it'slikeinvitingdanger

toyourownhome.ItriedcallingNkosi,arghhis

inthatmeetingagain.Hisphoneisoff.Icalled

Thabo

Thabo:MaHlase

Me:I'mbeingfollowed.

Thabo:Whichcarareyouusing?

Me:RangeRover

Thabo:Black?



Me:Yes

Thabo:Presstheyellowbuttononyourbottom

left.

Me:Whatisitfor?Icannotdodangerousthings

nowI'mwiththekids.

Thabo:Justpressitandloosethem.

Ipressedthebuttonandputthecallonloud

speaker.

Thabo:HeadtoHQ

Me:Withthekids?

Thabo:Yes.You'llfindMphoandJabualready

there.I'monmywaytoo.

Iwonderwhatallthesebuttonsareforand

whattheoneIjustpressedisfor.Buhlestarted

crying.Notnowmybaby!

Me:Ssshwhyareyoucrying?

Ihadtoslowdownabit.



Emihle:MomDrive!Therearemorecars

coming.I'lltakecareofBuhle.Drivemom

Inoddedanddroveoff.Attimelikethese,you

seriouslyneedBelinda'scrazydrivingskills.

Thatgirldriveslikeasportcarracer.After

aboutanhour,Ilostthem.Iparkedandchecked

mykids.

Me:Youallokay?

Kwenzo:Yesmom.

IgotacallfromNkosinathi.

Me:Hello

Nkosi:Whereareyou?I'mattheHeadQuarter's

butyou'renothere.

Me:I'msomewherearoundMorningside,I'llbe

therein15mins.

Nkosi:Thekidsaresafe?

Me:Yes.



IendedthecallanddroveofftoHQ.Parkedand

signedin.Nkosinathirushedtousaswe

entered.

Me:We'reokay.Justgetthekidsoutofhere.

Mpho:Followme,Kabeloisalsohere.

Theywenttotheplayroom,don'task.There'sa

playroomineachandeveryhouseand

warehouseweown.

Me:Whowasfollowingme?

Jabu:Dambaza.

Me:Whoisthat?

Nkosi:He'saftermycompany.Thingis,we

don'tknowhim.

Me:How

Kamo:Wedon'tknowhowhelooks,whereishe

frometc

Me:Howdoyouknowhe'safteryourcompany?



Nkosi:Hee-mailedittome,hewantstobuyit

for10billion,cash.

Me:Nosuch,tellmeyou'rekidding.

Mpho:Wewishwewere.We'lllookmoreintoit.

Jabu:Ithinkheprettymuchmighthavethe10

billion,lookatthis.Hissocialmediaplatforms,

hemakessurehedoesn'tputanyofhis

picturesbutdoesshowhiswealth.

Therewerepicturesofhishouses,hisbedfull

ofmoneyandwardrobehadstashesonmoney.

Nkosi:Hemightberichbutheisn'tgettingmy

company.Howdarehefollowsmywifeand

kids?Hehasclearlymessedwiththewrongguy.

Hedoesn'tknowwhohe'sdealingwith.

Me:Babe,calmdown.We'refineandhe'snot

someoneyoushouldgetyourselfworkedup

about.

Kamo:Notknowinghimphysicallyisnotgood.



Hecouldbeanywherearoundus,weshouldbe

reallycareful.

Thabo:I'llnotifytheothers.Ifthisguywants

war,thensobeit.

Justwhenthingshadsettleddownandwe

werehavingagreatlife,thishappens.These

menarealwaysreadyforwar,evenifyou'd

wakethemupat12amforwarthey'dbefully

equipped.IwonderwhothisDambazais.Just

whenweweresittingandconversatingwhile

theotherswerebusy,Igotansms.

Me:Guyslistenup.

Ireadthesmsanditreadasfollows:"Isee

you'reastrongwomanwhoalsoknowshowto

spinthewheel.Soon,YouwillbeQueenofMy

Kingdom...K.D."
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Thepasttwodayshavebeenahavoc.Ithas

beenreallybusyandwe'vebeenspendinghours

atHQtryingtogetasmuchinformationas

possible.Securityhasbeenbeefedupandwe

dohavemanybodyguardsfollowingeachofus

especiallyustheladiesandkids.Thekidshave

bodyguardswiththematschool.Lyandaand

Nkosiactuallywantedallofthemtobehome

schooledbutthatwouldreallybeunnecessary.

We'vealsoalertedMayiandPhelosincethey

areinJHBandwe'vealertedThapelo,Sbahle

andNcebatoo.IfthisguyisafterNkosinathi's



empireandbelongings,hedoesknowwhich

peopletogettowhichmeanswe'reallnotsafe

atall.Nkosinathitriestobehisnormalselfbut

it'sdifficultforhim.Hewantstomakesure

we'reallsafe,hekeepsthechildrenhappy.

Buyingthemtoys,fastfoods,junkandplaying

withthem.Watchingmovieswiththemandhe

spendstimewiththemeverychancehegets.

Theywentoutwiththeguysearlythismorning

andtheyhaven'treturnedeversince.Theother

girlsareatHQwhileSiya,BeeandIareatthe

mallbuyinglunchforeveryone.Whilewewere

waitingstandinginthelineatSausageSaloon

behindusstoodoneofNkosi'sbusiness

associatesandanothermannexttohim.Ithink

itsMrMadibaifI'mnotmistaken.

MrM:MrsMkhize,whatapleasuretoseeyou.

ThebodyguardscamecloserandSiyatold

themwe'refine.

Me:MrMadibaright?



MrM:Theoneandonly.Sendmygreetingsto

MrMkhize.

Me:Willdo.

Theguynexttohimsmiled,hewasvery

handsomebytheway.Hehadafreakishly

gorgeoussmile,evenBeecouldn'tstoplooking

athim.Yeswearemarriedbutnotblind.Heis

veryhandsome

Him:It'snoteverydaythatyouseeawealthy

andsuccessfulwomanstandinginthelineata

SausageSaloon.Ithoughtstandinginlines

wouldn'tbeyourthing.Youalllookbeautifulby

theway.

Bee:Wedon'tmindstandinginlinesandthank

youverymuch.You'renottoobadyourself.

Siya:He'snotbadatall.

Him:Mythanksladies.I'mflattered,MadibaI'll

waitforyouinthecar.I'vegotacalltomake.



Hewavedgoodbyetousandleftusstanding

there.

Siya:Damn,Godhasbeautifulcreations.

Bee:Philawouldkillyouifhewouldhearthat.

Siya:I'dbesixfeetundergroundItellyou.

Welaughedandboughtwhatwewanted.After

gettingeverythingweneededwewentbackto

HQ.

Belinda:Ittookyousolong.

Zandy:Thepregnantone'sshouldbesaying

that,notyou.

Belinda:Butstill,Ialsogethungrytoo.

Me:Betternotsayyou'repregnant,Sbahlewill

reallythinkwe'rebabymakingmachines.

Zee:Ijustwantthenext7monthstojustpass

bylikethewind.

Bee:I'mgladI'mgivingbirthnextmonth.Itwill



beoversoon.

Siya:Heh!Wesawthisveryhandsomeguyat

themall!Hewasdrippn'Itellyou.

Me:Pitywedidn'tgethisname.Thewayhe

walked!

Bee:PerfectlyfinecreationofthemercifulGod

weserve.

Ntoko:Youhoes,I'msureyourpantieswerewet.

Me:Noitdidn'tgetthatfar,onlymymandoes

thattome.

Welaugheditoffandcontinuedeatingwhile

havingourrandomconversations.Aftersome

timeweweredoneandIclearedthetablewe

wereusing.

Ngamso:Guys,IthinkIgotDambaza'spictures.

Sneh,saveitonyourcomputerbeforeIlooseit.

Password:K.D4577.Hurry

Sneh:Gotit.



Me:Yougirlsworkyourmagic.WhenI'mdone

hereI'llcomesee.

Iwasstillsweepingthefloorandcleaning

around.

Bee:Stopbeingahousewifeandgetyourass

overhere.

Me:I'llcomenownow

Siya:Nayecome.

Iwenttothemandlookedatthecomputers

screen...Thiscan'tbe!It'shim!Hewasstanding

rightnexttous,talkingtous.

Ntoko:Whyyouactinglikeyoujustseena

ghost?

Me:Thisis...thisisDambaza?

Kamo:Yesitis

Siya:Heisthefreakishlygorgeous,good

looking,God'screationweweretalkingabout.



Zandy:Youlie!

Me:Iwishitwasalie.

Belinda:Heissortasexy.

Wealllookedatheratonce.

Belinda:What?Youguysweredroolingoverhim

justnow.

Siya:Thatwasbeforeweknewwhohewas.

Me:CallNkosinathinowandtellthemtocome

back.Wehavealottodo

Ngamso:Idon'tlikeseeingthoseeyes.They

meanwar

Me:AndI'maboutWar.

Zandy:She'sbreathingfire.Youlooksomuch

likeyourhusbandrightnow.

Kamo:ImakesureI'mnotevennearhimwhen

he'sangry.Hebecomessomethingelse.

Me:Justmakethecallguys.



Sneh:I'llputitonspeaker.

Itrangafewtimesandthenheanswered

Nkosi:MaMkhize,talktome.

Me:IthinkwefoundDambaza

Kamo:Shedoesn'tthinkso,wedidfindhis

pictures.

Mpho:We'llbetherein2mins.

Theyendedthecallandwesatthereinsilence.

Siya:Icannotbelievethisguywasrightnextto

usandwehadnoclueit'sourenemy.

Me:Notknowinghowhelookswasadownfall

forus.

Theymarchedin,oneaftertheother.

Nkosinathiwasthelastonetowalkin.Itsfunny

howhe'sthetallestofthemall.Mymanjust

hasthatthingabouthim,Icannotpinpointitbut

theresjustthatthing.



Athi:Wegothereassoonaswecould.Fillusin

Sneh:SoBee,SiyaandNayewenttothemall

earlierontogetusfood.Whentheycameback

theytoldustheymetthishandsomeguy.So

whenwe...

ShewascutoffbyNkosinathi,heturnedand

lookedatme.WhathaveIdonenow?

Nkosi:Handsomeguy?

Bonga:Soyouseehandsomeguysnow?

Me:Really?That'snotthewholepointherewe

havemoreimportantthingstodiscussthenus

seeinghandsomeguys.

Bee:Stopbeinginsecure,wenotblind.Wesee

handsomeguysalmosteverydaybutwe'restill

withyou.Itsnotlikeyoudon'tseefineassand

goodlookingbodiesdaily.Justlethercontinue

IsawBonga'sjawclenching.Whatswiththese

guysreally?Theyshouldreallystopbeingthis



insecure.

Sneh:AsIwassaying,whileweweretalking

NangamsotoldusshefoundDambaza's

picturesandsheshowedus

Jabu:ThehandsomeguyisDambaza?

Kamo:Yes.Wediscoveredthisafterthey

lookedatthepicture.

Mpho:Showusthepicture

Snehshowedthemthepictureandtheywere

studyingit.

Siya:There'smoretoit.

Phila:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Nkosinathi,hewaswalkingwithoneofyour

businessassociates.Idon'tremeberifhewas

yourclientoryourpartnerinsomecontract.

Nkosi:Who?

Me:MrMadiba



Phila:TheeMrMadiba?

Me:Yes.

Lubah:Whoisthat?

Phila:Webothonceworkedwithhim.

Nkosi:He'spartofthebusinessdealwejust

got.He'sthemajorone,theonewhopresented

thebusinessdeal.

Phila:Buthewasn'tthere.

Nkosi:Didyoureadthedocuments?

Phila:No

Nkosi:Ithoughtsoaswell.

Myphonebeepedtwice,Ilookedatit.Stupid

MTNSms's.Thisisnotagoodtimeforthat.It

beepedagain,thesmsreadasfollows:"Isee

youthinkyouknowme,you'dbeafoolto

believethat"thehandsomeguy"wasme.You're

notassmartasIthoughtMrsMkhize.Mynew

businesspartner,Ilookforwardtoworkingwith



you...KD"

Me:Nkosinathi,whoelseknowsaboutyou

owning50%ofyourcompany?

Nkosi:Mylawyer,whichisBonga.Wellandthey

knownowsinceyou'vementionedit.

Me:Noelseknows?

Bonga:No.

Me:Lookatthis.

IgavethemmyphoneandIcan'thelpbut

wonderhowthisguyisdoingallthis.

Lubah:Takethisnumberandseewhatyoucan

find.

Me:It'sdifferentfromyesterdaysnumber.He

mightbechanginghisnumbereverydayjustso

wecannottrackhimdown.

Nkosi:We'redealingwithasmartpersonhere.

Notthedumbidiotswe'vedealtwithbefore.



Me:He'sgoingtobeatoughcase.Weneedto

alert.

Nkosi:ItseemsasifheknowsalotaboutNaye,

she'shismaintarget.She'susinghertogetto

me,thatsawrongmove.

Me:Whatdowedo?

Nkosi:You'rebackintheforceuntilwedeal

withthis.

Ngamso:Wait,by"You're"youmean?

Nkosi:Allofyou.

Zandy:Yessir!

Nkosi:Don'tgettooexcited.Weneedaplan

Jabu:Agoodone.

Mpho:Followmegents.Ladies,yougohome

andpackeverythingyou'llneedforthenexttwo

weeks.

Belinda:Youthinkwe'lltakehimdowninjust



twoweeks?

Lyanda:Wehopeso.

Lubah:Calltheothers,theyneedtocomedown

immediately.

Me:Willdo.

WegotontoourphonesandcalledtheMayi,

ThapeloandSbahle

Me:Sbahleisn'tansweringherphone.

Zandy:She'sprobablyinclass.I'llgofetchher.

Me:I'llfetchthelittleone'sattheirpreschool

Ntoko:I'llfetchtheprimaryschoolkids.

Nkosi:Weinthistogether

Us:Alwaysandforever.

WeallwentourseparatewaysbutBeewas

withme.Shecannotdriveherselfsoshecame

withme.Zeewentwithhersister,Sneh.We

pickedupthelittleone'sandwenttomyhouse.



Me:MamGloria!

MamGloria:Yesmam

Me:Ineedyoutopackthechildrensclose,pack

forthreeweeks.Asksomeoneelsetohelpyou.

I'llbepackingforthetwins

Bee:Threeweeks?

Me:Justbeingsafe.

IgotacallfromZandy.

Zandy:IcannotfindSbahle.

Me:DidyouaskPamelawheresheis?

Zandy:Shesaidshewaswaitingforoneofus

tocome,shesaysshethinksshe'sindanger.

ShewasforcedintoaBlackVolvo.

Me:GetPamelaonthephonenow.Pamela!

Pamela!

Pam:SisNaye

Me:Didyouseeandmemorizethenumber



plate?

Pam:Itookapictureofit.

Me:Sendmethatpicture.MakesureZandy

takesyouhome,donotusetheroadyou

usuallytakeokay?

Pam:YesSis.

Iendedthecall.

Me:Letsgo.

Bee:Thepacking?

Me:Thatcanbearranged.MamGloria,packfor

everyoneplease.Weneedtogo,Jomowill

comefetchtheclothes.

Bee:Kids,comewe'releavingnow.Wegotinto

thecaranddroveoff.

Me:CallBabakaKabelo.

Shecalledhimandputhimonloudspeaker.

Me:Youallthere?



Mpho:Someofus,yourhusbandisheretoo

thoughifitshimthatyouneed.

Me:SbahlewasforcedintoablackVolvo,I

thinktheytookher.Idon'twanttousetheword

KidnappedbecauseI'llloosemymind.I'llsend

youthenumberplateonBee'sphone.Findher!

Nkosi:Fromnowonwards,don'tuseyourphone.

Me:It'salreayoff,Idisabledthetracker.ButI

won'tgetridofit.

Nkosi:Good.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Don'tcomebackhome

withouther,understood

Mpho:YesMam.

Wedroveofftothesafehouseandthekids

werealreadytherewithKamoandBelinda.

Me:Theothers?

Belinda:Ontheirwayhere,Ntokozoisinthe

bathroom.



Me:Okay.

Zandycameinandshelookedlikeamess.

Me:Don'tworry,they'llfindher.

Zandy:Icannotlooseher.

Me:Youwon't.

Kamo:Letspreparesupper.

Theothersalsoarrivedandwepreparedsupper.

Afterabout4hourslater,wehadalreadyputthe

kidstosleep.Wehardlyatebutatleastwehave

somethinginourstomachs,noonehadan

appetitereally.Kamohasbeenstuckonher

laptopsincewegothere.Therewassomeone

openingthedoor.Thabocameincarrying

Sbahle.Zandywentrunningtothemandwe

followed.

Zandy:Issheokay?

Thabo:Yessheis.She'sjustasleep,I'llputher

onherbed.Sheneedstorest,she'shadalong



day.

Me:Whathappened?

Danny:Theykidnappedherbutshemanagedto

runaway.Wefoundherusingthebracelet,it

washardbecauseshehadranreallyfarbutwe

foundhereventually.

Zandy:I'llmakehersomethingtoeat.

Nkosiwalkedinandwentstraighttoourroom

andIfollowedhim.Webothtookashowerin

silence.Igotdressedintomynightwearand

putagownon.Iwentdownstairstosay

goodnighttoeveryoneandgetsomebottled

water.WhenIcamebacktobedhewasalready

tuckedintobedandpretendingtobeasleep.I

gotinandheldhimbuthemoved.

Nkosi:Iwanttosleep.

Iletgoofhimandfacedtheotherdirection.I

felthimholdmeafterawhileandhehadahuge

erection.WekissedforawhileandIgotontop



ofhim.Iwantedhim,Iwantedhiminsideofme.

Hepushedmeawayandsatup.

Me:Whyareyoupushingmeaway?

Nkosi:Iwantyou,Ireallydo.Lookatmy

erection,it'sreallybadbutIcannotdothatto

youagain.I'minabadstateandwhatI'ddoto

youwouldn'tbelove.Idon'twanttogoback

there,Idon'twanttowakeupandcannoteven

lookatyoubecauseofthebruisesyou'llhave

onyourbodybecauseofme.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Let'ssleep,justholdme.

Welaidonthebedandheheldme,Iclosedmy

eyesandhekissesmyforehead.

"I'LLPROTECTYOUANDTHEKIDS,EVENIFIT

MEANSLOOSINGMYLIFE."Hewhisperedto

mebeforeIfellasleep.
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Havingmanyfriendswhoaresuccessfulandin

differentcareerfieldsreallyhelp.Ireally

appreciateeachandeveryoneofthembecause

whenasituationcomesup,wehavehelp.Athi

calledparamedicsandasurgeonfromhis

hospital,Nkosiwasadmittedinoneofthe

roomsinthishouse.Ididn'twanthimtoleave

thesafehousebecauseweallstilldon'tknow

whatwentdownorisitevensafeforustostep

out.ItsbeentwodayssincehewasinICU,I

don'tknowhowthingsarebutIkeeponpraying

he'llbeokay.Thekidswantedtoseehim

yesterdayandIcouldn'tkeepthemfromdoing

that.Emihlehasbeendownforthepasttwo

days,shedoesnteatasmuchasshedidand



she'sjustsometimesinherownworld.

Me:Wantsomethingtoeat?

Lubah:Itsokay,IamhungrybutI'llmakeit

myself.You'vebeenonyourfeetsincethe

morning.Youneedtositandrest

Athi:I'mnothavingfoodmadebyyou,I'drather

order.

Mpho:Thenorder

Me:No,Iwanttocook.Ineedsomethingto

keepmebusyguys.

Siya:I'llhelpyou

Bee:Guys,Idon'tknowwhatsgoingonbutI'm

wet

Athi:Maybeyouhorny,Bonga!Yourwifeneeds

you.

Bee:Notthatwetman!

Athi:Youshould'vespecified.



Iquicklywenttohersincetheotherswere

completelycluelessastowhatwasgoingon.

Me:Aahdon'tworry,youjusturinated.ComeI'll

helpyouup.

Bee:HowcomeIdidn'tfeelithappen?

Me:Ithappenstomostwoman.Itsperfectly

normal.

Bongawentwithhertotheirroomsotheycould

freshenup.ItookabucketandscrubsoIcould

cleanupthecouch.

Kamo:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:I'mcleaningthisup.

Lubah:Youdon'thavetodothatNaye.

Me:Iwantto.

Icleaneditup,Iendedupcleaningthewhole

couch.Ichasedthemawayandcleanedthe

lounge.Itwasreallydirty.Ifeltsomeonecarry

meanditwasMpho.



Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Mpho:Weneedtotalk.

Hemademesitdownonachairinthe

studyroomandhesatinfrontofmeandIfeltas

ifI'mabouttobeinterrogated.

Mpho:StopdoingthistoyourselfpleaseIbeg

you.

Me:What?WhatamIdoing?

Mpho:Stopdealingwithpainlikethis.You're

goingonlikealunatic,thishouseisspotless

cleanandyoucleaningandcleaningsomething

thatsnotthere.Isawyouwipingthattable,one

spotfor45minutes.Naye,don'tdothisplease.

Youhaven'twenttoseeNkosinathisinceyou

wentwiththekids.Butstillyouweren'tyourself

thereandyouliterallyfroze.Weneedyou,we're

allnotstrongifoneofusisdown.Nkosinathiis

layingtherefightingforhislife,you'rehalfdead,

we'renothingwithouttheother,twoaredown



andthatmakesallofusdown.Pleasejuststop

doingthistoyourself,heneedsyouandwe

needyou.

InoddedwhileIwascrying.MphoandIhave

thisbond,wherewetalkaboutanything.He's

easytotalkto,Iguessit'sbecausewe'reborn

onthesamemonth?Maybebutwereallycan

talkandrelate.

Mpho:Now,gofixyourselfupandlook

beautifulforyourhusband.He'sawakeand

rightnowyoulooklikeamess,Idon'twantyou

toscarehimoff.

Iquicklystoodupandscreamed.

Me:He'sawake!You'renotfoolingme?

Mpho:I'mnot.Gofixyourselfup,youlook

horrible.

Me:Mxmwhatever.Myhusbandlovesmeeven

whenI'mlikethis.



Mpho:Yeahmaybebutyoudoreallylookugly.

LikeI'mbeingveryhonest

Me:You'reevil

Mpho:I'mhonest.

Iwenttomyroomandtookalongshower.I

worearoyalbluedressandcombedmyweave

neatlyandtieditintoabun.Iwalkedtothe

roomwherehewasatandhewassittingwith

theothers.Thekidsareintheplayroom.Istood

bythedoorandlistenedtothemastheyjoked

around.Hewasperfectlyfine,hedidlookabit

palebuthewasfine.Hewaswearingawhite

longsleevetshirtandgreysweatpants.Hesaw

meandlookedatme.Ijuststoodthereand

playedwithmyfingers,Ididn'tknowwhattodo.

ShouldIgotohim?Hegotoffthebed,he

struggledabit,Iguessheisn'tperfectlyfine.

Mayitriedhelpinghimbutherefused.

Nkosi:Icandothisonmyown.



Nkosinathiisverystubborn.Imarriedavery

stubbornmanwhowantstodothingshimself

anddoesn'twantanyhelp.Hedoeshavepride

too.Hegotinfrontofmeandheldmyhands

Me:Thelasttimethishappenedyouheldme

andcollapsedonme.Ithoughtyouweredead

Nkosi:I'mimmortalbaby

Pssssh!Thisguy.Likereally?That'swhathe's

goingtosay?Igiveup!Ilaughedathimandtip

toedsoIcouldbeabletoputmyarmsaround

hisneck.

Nkosi:Getout.Iwannabewithmywife

Lyanda:Ohsoyoujustchasingusout?Justlike

that?Wowthewonderspussycando

Wealllaughedathimandtheywentout.He

closedthedoorandwesatonthebed.

Nkosi:Ihadtodoit,Ihadtodoitforusandfor

ourfamily.



Me:Whereishe?

Nkosi:He'sdead.Itoldyouonlyoneofusis

goingtocomeoutalive.

Me:Areyouokay?Don'teverdosomething

crazylikethat!

Nkosi:I'msorry.I'mokay,mybackhurts,myleft

leghurtsandIneedyou.

Me:YouneedmeorMkhizedoes?

Nkosi:Wellboth.

Me:You'llbestrong.Standup,we'regoingtosit

withtheothersandwatchamovie.We'llalso

callthekids

Nkosi:I'vemissedthem.

Ihelpedhimaswewalkedtotheelevator,we

cannotusethestairswiththislimpingguyhere.

Thekidswerealreadyattheloungeandthere

waslotsoffood.IguessAthididendup

orderingfood.Idishedupformyselfand



Nkosinathisincetheothershadalreadydishes

upandweremunching.Wewerewatching

somecartoonmoviewhichwasveryboringbut

wediditforthekids.Sabelosababakhe,

BuhlebenkosiandEmihleweresittingwiththeir

father,theyaredaddieslittlegirls.Afterafew

hoursofwatchingCinderella,TangledandBlaze.

Beekeptonshiftinguncomfortably

Bonga:Whatswrong?

Bee:IthinkIjusturinatedonmyselfagainormy

waterbroke?I'mnotsurewhatthisisbutit

hurts!I'veneverbeenpregnantbeforeandthis

isthefirstandlasttime!

Me:Yourwaterbroke.Justbreatheinandout

slowly.

Iprepsredaroomforherandtheylaidheron

thebed.

Me:Okayyouguyscangetout.Siya,bringme

thosetowels.



Bonga:Iwanttostay

Bee:GetoutBongani!!Getout!!

Woah!Thiswomancanscream.She'sgoingto

totallyblockourears.

Me:Openyourlegs

Bee:Idid

Me:Thisisn'topeningyourlegsBabalwa,just

openthem.

Zandy:Pretendasifyou'reopeningthemfor

Bonganiwhileyouguysarehavingsex,doyou

wantvodka?

Me:Whothehellthoughtit'sagoodideato

haveZandileinhere?You'redamncrazy.Sorry

Babalwabutyou'renotgoingtogivebirthyet.

Letswaitforanotherhour

Bee:Anhour?Areyoucrazy?

Me:I'llcallyourmantocomecalmyoudown.



Bee:Idon'twanttoseehim

Siya:EvenIwasn'tthisdramaticwhenIgave

birth.Babalwamntaseyou'redramatic

Bee:I'llstrangleyou.

WecalledBongaandwechilledwhiletryingto

calmherdown.Afterabout4hoursshewas

ready.

Me:Okaygentsyoucanleave.

Bonga:IloveyouBabalwa.

Afterafewminutesshefinallygavebirthtoa

beautifulbabygirl.

Me:There'sanotherheadshowing.

Phelo:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Me:KeeppushingBabalwa!

Bee:Ican't

Me:Ifyoudon'tpush,youmightloosethisbaby.

Shekeptonpushingandanotherbabygirl



cameout.

Me:She'snotbreathingproperly.

AfterafewminutesshestartedcryingandI

cleanedherupaswellandputheronthe

breathingpipewhileIwastryingtogether

temperaturerange.Afterawhileshewasable

tobreatheonherown.She'sgoingtoneedto

bemonitored.Wealldidn'tknowabouther,it

doeshappenattimesthattheotherchild

cannotbeseenonthescan.Babalwawasnow

holdingbothherbabiesandthegirlswereso

emotional.IwentoutandIfoundBonga

drinkingwhiskey,welltheywerealldrowning

themselvesinalcohol.

Me:Nkosinathi,Idon'tthinkyoushouldbe

drinking.AndyouBonganishouldn'tbedrinking

atall,you'llwelcomeyourbabieswithabreath

filledwithalcohol.

Bonga:Whatdoyoumeanbabies?



Me:Followme

WewentinsideandBongastoodbythedoor

andlookedatBabalwa

Danny:Ithoughtyou'rehavingonebaby.

Nkosi:Ithoughtsotoo.

Bonga:IguessI'madoubleshooter.

Thehowledandmadealotofnoise,theycanbe

suchkidsattimes.

Sneh:Iforgotwehaveanotherbunchof10kids

wedealwith

Nkosi:Andthosekidsarehungry.

Bongawasnowcarryinghiskids.Itwasavery

beautifulmomentandNkosiwasholdingme

tightlywhilekissingmyneck.Itwasavery

specialmomentforeveryone.Itslikethese

childrenhavecomewithloveandpeacetous.

Throughoutthestormthatwehavejustfaced,

therearetwospecialsoulsthatwereborn.



BonganamedthemNtandokaziand

Thandokazi.

Nkosi:Thisisbeautiful,itsmakingmewonder

howthenexttwinsyou'llcarryformewilllook.

Me:Keepwondering,Iwonthaveanothersetof

twins

Nkosi:We'llsee.

Ijustlaughedathimandthekidscametosee

thebabies.Theywereallsoveryexcitedaswe

allwere.Indeedithasbeenagoodandblessed

day.Therestofthenightwasfilledwithlove,

laughterandjoy.Icouldn'taskforabetter

family.
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Iwasstillsleepingsopeacefullywhen

someonewokemeup.Iturnedanditwasn't

Nkosinathi,hewasn'tinbed.ItwasKamo.

Me:What'sthetime?

Kamo:4am

Me:Wtf!Whyareyouwakingmeupatthistime?

AndwhereisNkosinathi.

Kamo:We'realldownstairs,wearsomething

proper.

ShethrewmeasummerdressandIworeit

quicklyandwenttowashmyface.Idon'tknow

whythehellamIbeingwokenupsoearly.This

isjustshitreally.Icamedownstairsandthey

wereallsittinginacircleandeveryonelooking

atme.

Me:Whatyouwokemeupforbetterbedamn

important.

Kamo:Comestandnexttomeplease,Danny



bringthedetector.

Me:What'sthat?

Shewroteanote"I'lltellyouaboutitafterwe're

done"

Itwaslikethosedetectingmachinesatan

airportlookingfordrugsandstuff.Canthey

reallythinkIgotdrugsonmeorsomething?

Thisisirritatingandwhat'smoreirritatingisthe

sounditsmaking.Shecametomybackwith

anothersmallmachinewhichstuckonmyback

nearmybackbone.

Me:Ouch!

Kamo:Sorry,Dannypresstheredbutton.

Hepresseditandithurtalittlethenitstopped.

Kamo:Iknewit!

Thabo:Babeitwouldbebetterifyouinformed

uswhatallofthisisabout?You'vebeenbusy

withthisallnightlong.



Bee:Wereallydonotappreciatewakingupat

4am.

Shewasn'tevenlisteningtousthrowing

complaints.

Kamo:Where'sSbahle?

Zandy:She'sasleep.

Kamo:Wakeherup,bringherhereandZandy,

donottalk.Writewhatyouhavetosaydownif

there'saneedforyoutotalk.

Zandy:Okay.

She'sbeingveryweirdandgeeky.Whenever

she'sbusyshejustturnsintosomethingwedo

notknow.ItsherownlittleworldandImustsay,

she'sgoodatwhatshedoes.Sbahlecameand

shealsowentthroughthesameprocessesasI

did.Kamofinallystoodup,wellitseemsasif

she'sabouttoexplain.

Kamo:Athi,weneedoperatingequipmentslike



scissors,needlesetc,allthosescarythingsyou

usewhenoperatingsomeone.SbahleandNaye,

thisisgoingtoreallyhurtbutitsworthit?

Sbahle:CanItalknow?

Kamo:Yes.I'vemanagedtoshutdownwhat

wasplantedonyourbacks.Thatshow

Dambazaisabletohearwhatwetalkaboutand

wherearewe.Weneedanewsafehousecause

heprobablyknowswherewearerightnow.

Mpho:Thisplaceisuntraceable,itdeactivates

allsystemsbesidestheone'sthatworkhere.

Kamo:Okaythenwesafeonthatpart.But

thosedevicesneedtobetakenout,

immediatelybeforetheydomoredamage.

Nkosi:Whatdoyoumeanmoredamage?

Kamo:Itsverysmallmechanismwhichstays

rightinthefleshwithoutbeingseen.Onlyafew

havebeeninventedandtested,itseasyto

locateitusingadetector.



Bee:Howwillheseeitwhenheremovesit?

Kamo:IneedtogomeetupwithsomeoneI

workwith,hehasmoreinformationaboutthis

andsomeequipmentthatwillreallyhelpus.

WhatIknowisthatthisDambazaguyisn'tjust

smartbuthehasgoodtechnicalresources.It's

eitherhetiredthebestIT'sorsomething.I'm

leavingnow

Thabo:I'llcomewithyou

Athi:I'llgofetchwhatyouneed.

IjustsatdownandNkosicamewithabowlthat

hadasliceofcakeandicecream.

Me:Thankyou

Nkosi:Youscared?

Me:YesIam.

Nkosi:Don'tbe,I'mhereforyou.

Me:Iheardwhatyousaidlastnight...Doyou

thinkyou'llloseyourlife?



Nkosi:Toosoontotell.Don'tworryaboutme.

Hestoodupandwentoutside,Bonga,Philaand

Lubahfollowedhim.

Lyanda:Thisisn'teasyonhim.WhenNkosiis

likethishefeelsuselessandthat'snotagood

thingbecausewhenhe'slikethis,hedoesn't

thinkstraight.Hejustacts

Me:Heisn'tuselessthough,whatwillhelphim?

Idon'twanthimtofeelthatway.

Mpho:Onlyyoucanhelphim.Idon'tthink

there'sanythingelsethatcouldhelphim

Me:Howthough?

Lyanda:Wedon'tknow

Zee:Maybecomforthimorgivehimsexorsay

somethingsweet.

Theyweremakingmeevenmoreclueless.Ijust

laidonthecouchandlookedattheceiling.Why

isthishappeningandwhatamIgoingtodo?



TearsfellfrommycheeksandIjustletthem.

Nkosinathicameandsatinfrontofme.

Nkosi:Youhardlyevercrylately,don'tstart

cryingnow.Ineedyou,Ineedyoutobestrong

forme.Webothneedtobestrongandconquer

allthis.Wipeofyourtears,they'llmakeme

weak.

Ilaughedathim,hewasbeingveryserious

though.Iwipedoffmytearsandsatup.

Nkosi:Nowcomewithme,whatAthiwilldoto

youwillbeabitpainfulbutit'sforthebest.

You'remystronggirlright?

Me:YesIam.

Nkosi:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Wewalkedintoanotherroomwithhim,Sbahle

andMpho.AthiandZeewerealreadythere.

Sbahle:Can'tyoulikedrugmeandputmeto



sleeporsomething?

Athi:No.Laydown,itwillonlybeforafew

minutes.

Sbahle:Ifeelsoscared.

Nkosi:Don'tbe,everythingwillbeokay.Aftera

fewhourswewerebothdoneandnybackwas

verypainful.AtleastthebugwasoutandKamo

wasbusyworkingandNkosiwasnowhereto

befound.HequicklyleftwithMphobutMpho

camebackalone.

Me:Whereishe?

Lubah:Idon'tknow

Mpho:Ireallydon'tknowtoo.

IwasgettingworriedbutIchosetotrusthimas

healwaysasksmeto.Ichosetobestrongfor

himandhavefaithinhim.Iwentupstairsand

thekidswerealreadyup.

Me:Morningeveryone!!



Ngcebo:Whenarewegettingfood?

Kwenzo:I'msohungry

Me:Allyoutwoeverthinkofisfoodandbeing

naughty.Letsgohavebreakfast

Luthando:I'mnothungry

Me:Butyoudohavetoeatbabygirl.

Theyallgotoftheirbedsandfollowedmeto

thekitchen.

Phila:Weneedataxitoaccommodateallof

youkids.

Bee:Heyourkidswon'tuseanytaxi's

Athi:Theywill.Actuallythey'Iluseatrain

Sneh:Never.

WhileweweretalkingPheloandMayiwalkedin

followedbyThapeloandNceba.Ididn'tknow

theywerecomingtoday.

Mayi:Helloeveryone.



WeallgreetedbackandZandydecidedto

commentonthe"everyone"greetingshealways

wantsherspecialgreeting.

Mayi:Nkosijustsentmeatext,hesayshe

foundDambaza'slocation.

Lyanda:Whereishe?

Mayi:Idon'tknow

Irushedandcalledhim,knowingNkosinathi

he'djustgointherealoneandhellwillbreak

loose.Heanswered

Nkosi:Mylove,Iwasjustabouttocallyou.He

knowsI'mhere

Me:How?

Nkosi:IcalledhimandtoldhimI'mhere.

Me:Nkosinathiwhatareyougoingtodo?

Nkosi:Icannottellyoubutonlyoneofusis

goingtocomeoutalive.



Jabu:Tellhimwe'recomingthere.Whereishe?

Iputhimonloudspeakerandtheytalkedtohim

buthedidn'twantthemtocome.Wecouldn't

eventrackhimdown.

Me:Nkosinathipleasedontdothis

Nkosi:Ihaveto,Ihavetoprotectmyfamilyand

Ihavetoprotectyou.

Bonga:Nkosinathi,justletushelpyou

Mayi:Please,justtelluswhereyouareand

we'Illcomearmedandprepared.

Thabo:Youdon'tevenhaveyourgunortools

withyou

Nkosi:Idon'tneedthose.We'llfightmanto

man,fistonfist.Gents,thisismyownbattle,I

havetofightitalone.

Phila:Lethimdoit.

Me:Areyoucrazy!!



Tearswerealreadyflowingfrommyeyes.I

couldn'tcontrolthemanymore.

Me:Pleasecomeback,pleasedon'tdothis.

We'llgivehimeverythinghewantsplease.

Nkosi:Wewon'tgiveupwithoutafightNaye.

Gents,pleasejustletmetalktomywife.

TheysteppedasideandItookthephoneoffof

loudspeaker

Nkosi:MaHlase,Iloveyou.I'velovedyoufrom

thedayI'vemetyou.Thankyoufortheprecious

kidsthatyou'vegivenme.Thatwasthebest

giftanyonecouldevergiveme.TellthemIlove

themandI'mdoingthisforthem.ThemanI'm

abouttofightwithisaverypowerfulman,I

mightnotcomeoutalive.Foryouandmyfamily,

itisworthtakingtheriskfor.YouknowI've

neverspokenlikethisandI'veneverdoubted

myselfwhengoingtowarbutIseemy

opponentandheisasstrongandpowerfulasI



am.Therecanneverbetwowinnersinabattle

oftwo,onewilldie.IfIdon'tcomebacktonight

Iknowmykidswillbeingoodhands.Bonga

knowsthateverythingIownwillbeyours,Ihave

otherbankaccountswithmoneythatcan

sustainyoufortherestofyourlife.The

companywillbeyoursandthekidswillbewell

takencareoff,youdon'thavetoworkorsell

anythingforyoutobeabletolive.

Me:Pleasedon'ttalklikethisplease

Nkosi:Iloveyou.Goodbye.

Heendedthecall.Ifelltothegroundandcried.

Phelo:Getthekidsoutofhere!Theyshouldn't

seeherlikethis.

Me:Go!Go!Golookforhim!Go!!!

Mpho:PleasecalmdownNayeplease

Athi:Idon'tlikeseeingherlikethis,please,

someonejustcalmherdown.Tellher



somethingsweetorwhatNkosilovessayingto

her.

Zee:Athi,sometimesitsreallybetterwhenyou

justdon'tsayanything.

Thetwoofthemstartedarguing,theyargue

alotsinceZeegotpregnant.Athilovesgetting

herangryandtheyargue,buttheyarethebest

offriends.Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutI

alsoendeduplaughingatthem

Thapelo:Finally,theressomelight.

Isatdownandtookablanket.AftersometimeI

completelyfellasleep.WhenIwokeupitwas

already8:45pm.

Me:Whydidn'tyouwakemeup?

Belinda:Ithinkitsbestthatyouwereasleep.

Lubah:Gethersomethingtoeat.

Me:I'mnothungry.

Mpho:No,youhavetoeat.



Me:Yessir.

SiyacamewithmyfoodandIate.Iwasactually

reallyhungryandIhadmysecondplate.WhileI

waseatingIendedupcrying.

Siya:Babepleasedon'tdothistoyourself.

Phelo:Please

InoddedwipedoffmytearsandEmihlecame

tositnexttome.

Emihle:Mybodyhurtsmom.I'mstrugglingwith

mybreathing.Itslikesomeoneisbeatingmeup.

Mayi:Howcouldweforgetthis?Remember

whatVulamasangosaid.She'sconnectedtothe

bothofyou.

Iheldherandshefellasleepinmyarms.She

wasveryrestlessandkeptoncrying.Shefinally

fellasleeppeacefullyandDannywenttoputher

inherbed.Theotherkidswerealsoasleep.

AftermanyhoursNkosiwasstillnotback.Iwas



walkingaroundthehouseandcouldn'tstop

panicking.

Me:Itsalreadyafter1am

Theywereallnowignoringmebecauseeach

andeveryminuteIcheckthetime.Italsodoes

comewithafewtears.

Mayi:IthinkIjustheardacarpullover.

Me:Areyousure?

Kamo:Yes,Iheardittoo.

IrantotothedooranditwasNkosi'scar.

Me:Nkosinathi!Nkosinathi!

WeallrantothecarandLubahopened.

Nkosinathiwasbadlybeatenup.Icriedsohard

astheycarriedhimtothehouse.Therewas

lightandIcouldseethatitwasmorethanIsaw

outside.Hewasbadlyinjuredandhewas

stabbedinnumerousplaces.Hecoughedand

triedstandinghisown.Ijuststoodthereand



frozeandwatchedhimashewalkedcloseto

me.Hetookeachandeverystepslowlyandyou

couldseethathewasinpain.

Nkosi:Naye

Iwentclosetohimandheremovedhishands

fromhischest.ItwasbleedingbadlyandAthi

rushedtohisroom.Heheldme,hishandshad

bloodandIwasalsocoveredwithhisblood.I

heldhimandcried.

Me:Lookatwhathedidtoyou.Lookatyourself.

Nkosi:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hegotheavierandheavieronme.

Mayi:Nkosinathi!Nkosinathi!

Ifelltothegroundonmybumashisheadwas

onmychest.Hewasslowlylosinghisbreathe.

Me:Nkosinathi!Nkosinathidon'tdothistome.

Don'tleaveme!



Nkosi:Goodbye,Iloveyou.

Me:Nkosinathi!
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Weekshavepassed,twomonthsisslowly

comingtoanend.Onlyafewweekdayslefttill

NkosinathiisordainedasKingofLangelihle.

PhelokaziandIaregoingtoLangelihletonight,

wehavealottoprepareandIwillbetaughtand

willsitwithotherQueensofnearbylandsand

thosewhoareinvolvedinbusinesswith

Langelihle.It'sjustgoingtobeonehecticweek

sothatswhywe'vedecidedtocallina

masseuseandhaveafullbodymassage.I'llbe



leavingwiththetwinsandLisa.Emihleand

KwenzokuhlewillbeleftherewithMamGloria,

NkosinathiandMayibongwe.Theyneedto

attendschoolandIknowtheyareingood

handswithMamGloria,Idon'ttrusttheother

two.TheywillbecomingdowntoLangelihleon

Friday.

Me:Howdoyouthinkitwillgo?

Nkosi:What?

Me:YoubeingordainedasKing

Nkosi:Idon'tknowbutIguessitwillbefine.

Me:Mmmmh

Nkosi:Andthen?

Me:Nothing,areyounervous?

Nkosi:No.MaybeIwillbenervousontheday.

DoyouthinkI'llbeagoodKingandbeableto

leadmypeople?

Me:Idon'tthinksobutIknowso.



WeweretalkingasIwasmakingbreakfastfor

everyone.

Mayi:Morning,I'mveryhungry.

Me:Breakfastwillbereadysoon.

Mayi:Thisthingofnotsmokingisgoingtokill

me.

Nkosi:Youstoppedsmoking?

Mayi:Itsbeentwodaysofhell.

Me:WowI'mproudofyou,itwillbefine.Just

cleanyoursystemandyou'llbealright.

Mayi:Mysystemdoesn'tneedanycleaning.

CanyoubelievethatPheloisn'thavinganysex

withme?Shesaysshe'llonlyhavesexwithme

oncesheseesprogress?Twodaysisawhole

lottaprogress!

Me:It'sjustbeentwodaysMayibongwe.Maybe

afteramonthortwo,thenitwillbegood

progress



Nkosi:Amonthortwoofnosex?You'vegotto

bekiddingme.

Me:You'llmasturbate

Mayi:MasturbatewhenIhaveawifewhohasa

hotvirginaandass?Nothankyou.Thisisjust

frustrating

Phelo:We'renotgoingtohavechildrenwhowill

havetosmellweedeverydayfromtheirfather.

I'veputupwithitandgotusedtoitbutno.My

kidswon'tgothroughthat

Mayi:Butbabe,youhardlyevensmelltheweed

unlessyoukissmeafterI'vesmoked.Ismell

reallygood,justsoyouknow.

Me:HedoessmellreallygoodPhelo.Likereally

damngood

Mayi:Thankyou

HetookabowandlookedatPhelowithasmirk.

Nkosi:SoyousniffingMayibongwenowand



youknowhowhesmells?

Mayi:Don'tbejealous.

Me:Idon'tneedtosniffhim,youcansmellit

fromadistance.

Thekidsweretakentoschoolbythedriverand

oneofthehelpers.

Phelo:Themasseusewillbeheresoon.

Me:I'mexcited

Nkosi:Whatmasseuse?

Phelo:Wegettingfullbodymassages.

Mayi:Whydidn'tyoujustaskmetogiveyou

oneofthose?

Phelo:Withthoseroughhands?Nothankyou.

Nkosi:Yourhandsareperfectlyfinemybrother.

Mayi:Thankyou.

Wehadbreakfastoveroneofourcrazy

conversations.Afterwewashedthedishesthey



tookbeersandsatwithus.Themasseuse

arrivedwithhisequipmentandanother

masseue.Theywerebothmale.

Nkosi:Soyou'retellingmethesetwoguyswill

begivingyouafullbodymassage?

Me:Yes

Mayi:Andyouseenothingwrongwiththat?

Phelo:No

Them:Nothappening.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Nkosi:SorrygentlemanbutIthinkyouneedto

leavemyhouseandtellyourpeopletosend

Femalesbackhere.

Him:Yessir.

Theytooktheirthingsandwentbacktotheir

companycarandleft.

Me:Thatwasreallyunnecessary.Youguysare



justsomethingelse.

Phelo:Partypoopers.I'mgoingtogetmyself

somewine.

Mayi:No,woahwoah.You'renotdrinkingany

alcohol.

Phelo:Why?

Mayi:I'vestoppedsmokingweed,youshould

stopdrinking.Maybethealcoholinyoursystem

isdrowningmysperms.

Phelo:Maybeyourspermsaren'tworking.

Nkosi:Okaywait,letmegetsomethingstraight

here.Youguysaretryingtohaveababy?

Them:Yes!

Mayi:Andshe'smakingthisdifficultand

overthinkingthings!

Phelo:No,you'remakingthingsdifficult.

Me:Youguysjustneedtositdownanddiscuss



this.Itiseasierwhenyouguysaren'tso

hotheaded.Don'thavesexlikeitsafulltimejob,

youguyswillenduphatingit.

Mayi:Justsoyouknow,I'llneverhatehaving

sex.Idon'tthinkshewilleither.

Phelo:Shutup.

Nkosi:Thisisstressful.

Me:Itis,andyouguysaremakingitworseand

evenstressfulforus.Juststopforcingthings

andtryinghardthatwillstrainyou.Justhave

sexthesamewayyoudid.Maybejusttimesa

day,notnecessarily.Itwillallhappenforitself,

letsgiveit2to3months.Ifnothinghappens

thenyou'llseeafertilityspecialist.

Mayi:Soundsokay.We'lltrythatout,rightbabe?

Phelo:Okaywewill.

Afteranhourwewerealreadygettingour

relaxingfullbodymassage.Thekidswillbe



backsoonandNkosiwillpickthemupwith

Mayi.Cometothinkofit,hehasn'treallytold

mewhathewilldowiththecompanyand

everythingelse.ButIdoknowthatwe're

planningonsellingthehouse.TheRoyalHouse

isundergoingsomerenovationsandthe

housesontheoutsidearebeingextended.The

lasttimeIcheckedeverythingisgoingwelland

itshouldbedoneinjustaspaceoftwoweeks.

Afterweweredone,wecookedlunch.

Phelo:I'llmissmylongnails.Atleastwehave

weavesonsowecanatleastlookbeautifuland

modernisedwhenweattendthosemeetings.I

don'tknowwhytheQueeninsistedthatIgoto.

Me:Youhaveto,we'redoingthistogetherand

youalsoneedtobetheretosupportmeand

we'llkeepeachothercompany.Thosethings

aren'tevenseriousmeetingsattimes,theyjust

sitthereandhavelunchyouknow.LikeThe

RealhousewivesofAtlanta.



Phelo:ButI'mnotahousewife.Iwork

Me:Butstill,yougetwhatImean.

Thekidscamebackhomeandweallhadlunch

together.

Kwenzo:I'llmissyoumom.

Me:Wheneveryoumissmeyou'lljustcallme

andwe'llSkypebeforeyousleep.

Sipho:Iniskype?(What'sSkype?)

Me:Youstilltooyoungtoknowbabyboy

Sipho:WhenwillIgrow?

Me:Yougroweveryday

Sipho:Sowhydon'tIknowSkype?

Nkosi:I'lljusttellyouaboutitlaterwhenwe

actuallydoskypeSiphosenkosiandthenyou'll

know.Sabelosababakhestopplayingwithfood

andeat.

Lisa:Sorry.



Mayi:Babe,areyousureyouwantababy?What

iftheBongasituationhappenstoyou?

Phelo:WhatBongasituation?

Mayi:Youknow,expectingonebabybutboom!

Therearetwobabieslikeatonce.Orwhatifyou

getquadslikeSiyaorQuints?Idon'tthinkI'llbe

abletofunction.

Phelo:We'llgothroughallofthattogether.

Nkosi:Idon'tthinkyoureadyforababy,well

youactuallyneverknowwhenyou'reready.

Financially,you'rereadyandyouhaveastable

hometoraiseyourkidsat.

Mayi:IamreadybutI'mjustscared.

Me:Scared?

Mayi:Yes,whatifI'mnotagoodfather?

Phelo:You'llbeagreatfatherbabakhe

Mayi:Whatifyourvirginataresandstretches?

Howwillweevenhavesex?



Nkosi:Language,therearekidshere.

Emihle:What'ssex?I'veactuallyheardthat

wordsomanytimesbefore.

Ichockedonmyfoodandgulpedonaglassof

water.

Kwenzo:It'sthatthingUncleAthiandUncle

Mayitoldmeaboutwhenwewenttothemall.

Theysaidit'swhentwopeople,maleand

femaleare...Idon'trememberthisword.

Mayi:You,youdon'thavetorememberthat

wordcauseIdidn'tsayit.

Kwenzo:Intimate!YesthatsthewordI'm

lookingfor.

NkosiandMayibongweweresoexcitedabout

thisconversationandtheywerelaughingso

much.

Nkosi:Youhaveagoodmemoryboy.

Me:Soyou'rehappyaboutthis?Youwerethere



too?

Nkosi:YesbutatleastIdidn'tparticipateonthe

conversation.I'mnotatfault

Mayi:Atleasthehasagooddefinitionofit.You

wouldn'twantustodeeplyexplainoreven

demonstrate.

Phelo:You'recorruptingthechild!

Nkosi:CanyoubelievethatPhilaactually

wantedtohave"Thesex"talkwithJunior,I

meantheboyisliterallyjust8yearsold.

Mayi:HeshouldbegivinghimtheJuJutalk!

Thesetwoareveryloudandstupidwhenthey

aretogether,ImeanwhatthehellistheJuJu

talkandwhyisitexcitingthemsomuch.They

wereburstingoutwithlaughter,youcouldnt

helpbutalsojustlaugh.

Phelo:What'stheJujutalk?

Nkosi:TheMasturbatingandwetdreamstalk.



Mayiusedtohavealotofthosedreamssowe

namedittheJujutalksowheneverwewanted

togotalkaboutitprivately,wejustsaidJuju

talkandwe'dlockourselvesinmyroom.

Me:Youguysarestupid.

Wetalkedandtalkedabouttheirchildhood.The

moreandmoretheytalkaboutit,therewere

partsofNkosi'schildhoodthathereallyreally

enjoyedbuthejustdoesn'tseethat.Hewasso

occupiedwithmanyresponsibilitiesthathe

didn'tevenrealizemostmomentsthathe

enjoyedasachild.Thekidswerealso

participatinginthistalkandthrowinginalotof

questions.Itjustfeltsogoodtoseemyfamily

sohappyandfilledwithsomuchloveand

laughter.Wewashedthedishestogetherwith

Phelokaziandwewerereadytoleave.Wesaid

ourgoodbyeswiththekids(EmihleandKwenzo)

andMamGloriawenttotheplayroomwith

them.IwilltellNkositomakesuretheydotheir



homeworkandbrushtheirteethbeforethey

sleep.Kwenzokuhlealwaysskipsthepart

wherehehastobrushhisteeth.Wegotinto

separatecarsandIstrappedthetwinsandLisa

intheircarseats.We'llbedroppedoffatthe

airportandusetheprivatejet.

Nkosi:I'llmissyou,wehadagreatdaytoday.

Me:Itreallywasindeedagooddayandwe'll

seeeachothersoon.Makesuretheydotheir

homeworkandbrushtheirteethbeforethey

sleepplease.

Nkosi:Gotit.

Me:MamGloriawillgetthemreadyforschool

andsheknowseverythingsheneedstodo.I've

alreadypickedoutyoursuitsforthenext4days,

Iputasmallpapertagthatindicateswhichday

you'llwearitsoitwon'tconfuseyou.Ineatly

packedyoursocksontheseconddraweron

yourleftandI'msureyou'llbeabletopickout



yourownshoesMrMkhize.

Nkosi:Youknowyoudidn'thavetodoallthat

babebutthankyouverymuch.

Me:Idon'twanttocallingmeeverymorning

frustratedonwhattowearplusknowingyou,

you'djustgotoworkwearingatracksuitand

sneakers.

Nkosi:There'snothingwrongwiththattoo.I

wishyoudidn'thavetogo

Me:ButIhavetosostopsulking.

Nkosi:Canweatleasthaveasmallquickie

beforeIdropyouoff?

Me:Notherearekidshere.

HetookhisphoneanddialedMayitellinghimto

pullover.Westoppedandhetookthekidsto

Mayi'scar.Hewhisperedsomethinginhisear

andallthistimeI'mjustlaughingatthishorny

guy,whatthehellishedoing.Mayi'scardrove



offandhegotintothecarandlockedalldoors,

closedallwindows.Adjustedhischairand

lookedatmelikeIshouldpartakeinallofthis.

Nkosi:Thiscouldbequickerifyou'dactually

participate.

Me:I'mjuststunned.

Iwentovertohisseatandsatonhim.Ishifted

mythongtothesideasheinsertedhis

manhoodinsideofme.Istartedhumpingand

pounding,lettingoutsmallmoansandhim

grabbingmyasstightly.Afterabout10minutes

wewerebothdoneandIwentbacktomyseat.

WhilehewasdrivingIgotalittlenaughtyideain

myheadandIactedonit.

Nkosi:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Nothing.

ItookoutMkhizeandhewasupandready.I

justthinkNkosiisalwayshorny.Istartedlicking

andsucking.Hewaslettingoutafewmoans



andIsuckedharderandquicker.Hewasnow

holdingmyhairandgroaningloudly.Afterhe

released,Iswallowedandsatupstraight.Nkosi:

You'reanaughtygirl.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

HelaughedasIfixedmyselfup.Ididn'trealize

wewereactuallyparkedattheairportalready

andnearMayi'scar.Wegotout,tookthebabies

andwenttotheplane.Wesaidourgoodbyes

andtheyleft.

Phelo:You'reglowing.Youjusthadaquickie

Me:NoIdidn't.

Phelo:Yourhairwasn'ttiedlikethatandyou

forgottobuttonupyourshirt.

Shewinkedatmeandreadamagazine.Ijust

laughedatherastheplanetookoffandwehad

somesnacksoveralongconversation.After

hoursofflyingwefinallylandedandwewere

fetchedbydriversfromtheRoyalhouse.When



wearriveditwasalttilemorepackedthanany

othertimewearehere.Wewerewelcomedby

LisandaandNongcebo.

Phelo:Ididn'tknowyouguysarehere!

Lisanda:WellthisisourhomesoIdon'tgetwhy

youwouldn'tthinkyou'dfindushere.

Phelo:WellwhenIcamehomeforthepastfew

monthsyouweren'theresoIfiguredyou'dgo

allAwoloneveryonewhileyou'reonsome

"work"trip,princess.

IforgottomentionhowLisandaandPhelokazi

don'tgetalongatall.Theyarealwaysoneach

othersthroats.Thisisgoingtobeonehellofa

weekwiththesetwohere.

Nongcebo:Okay,whatagreatwaytostartthe

weekahead.

Me:Surecansaythatagain.

WegotinsidethehouseandleftLisanda



standingoutside.TheKingandQueenweren't

homesowewenttoourhousesandIbathed

thekidsandputthemtosleep.Thenannywas

leftinthehousewiththemasIwenttothe

mainhouse.

Me:Itseemsasifyouknowmoreabout

Lisanda'swhereabouts.

Phelo:Youdidn'tknow?FillherinNgcebs

Nongcebo:She'sseeingsomeNigerianguyand

weallknowourfatherwillneverapproveof

theirrelationshipsoshealwayssaysshe'son

someworktripwhenshegoestoseehim

Me:Ohwow

Phelo:Ireallydon'tknowwhatherproblemis

withmeandI'vestoppedworryingaboutit.

Nongcebo:She'sneverreallybeenthekindand

welcomingone.Shedoesn'tevenlikemy

husband.



Me:Enoughabouther.Howhaveyoubeen,

where'sDimpho?

Nongcebo:Shefellasleepthemomentwegot

here.Wealsojustarrived.

Me:Ididn'tthinkyou'dbehere.

Nongcebo:WellIamaQueenofanother

KingdomandthisishomesoIwouldn'tmiss

this.MoreQueensandprincesseswillbe

comingtomorrowwiththeirstinkyattitudesso

webetterbeready.It'sgoingtobealongtiring

week.

Me:Tellmeaboutit.

Themoreshespokeaboutwhatsgoingtotake

placeisthemoreIgotnervousaboutitand

wishedthisdaynevercame.WhatdoIeven

knowaboutbeingQueen?WillIevenbeableto

leadthisKingdomandassistmyhusbandashe

isKing?There'ssomuchpressureandIthink

alotmoreisexpectedfrommethanIthinkI'm



capableofdoing.It'salljustbecomingstressful.

Oneoftheauntiescameinandlookedatusas

ifwe'recommittingacrime.

Auntie:You'resittingherefoldingyourlegs!We

paidfulllobolatotheKhoza's,whoisgoingto

makethatMqombothiifyou'resittinghere!

Nongcebo:HawuAunty

Itallhasjustbegun,it'stimeforustoputour

Makotishoesonandstartworking.I'm

exhaustingalreadybeforeweevenstarted.I'm

alazyMakotiandmyhusbandletsmebeone.

Hedidn'tmarrymetoslaveme,justsaying

darlings!
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Itsbeenaweek,thefirstweekthathashad

suchahugeturnaroundinmylife.Aweekthat

hasmendedmeandhasshownmealotabout

myself.Ihavebeenattendingmeetings,mostly

withyounggirlsoftheKingdomandI'vegrown

tobeawomanthatcanrelate,adviseandlisten

toyounggirlsastheysharetheirstorieswith

meandseekadvicefromme.TheQueen

MotherandtheretiredKingmadean

announcementatDinnerthedayafterthe

ordainingceremonythattheyareliving

Langelihleforthenextfewmonthsand

travellingaroundtheworld.AsIspeakright

nowtheyareinBrazil.Nkosinathitoldmethat

Brazilisaplacewherehisfatherhasalways

wantedtogo,hedreamedofitandnowhis

makinghisdreamscometrue.Theyaregetting

tolivethelifetheydeserve.Pheloand

MayibongwestayedwithusinLangelihlebut

theywentbacktoJohannesburgyesterday.Athi,

DannyandMphoarestillhereandhavebeen



withNkosinathiwhereverhegoes.Thefirstfew

dayswerehardtoaddressNkosinathias"My

King"or"Greatone"Isometimesjustfound

myselflaughingwhenIhavetoaddresshimas

suchwhenthereareeldersandhiscouncil,

Dannyalwaysjustlaughswithme.Thefirstfew

days,theelderswerecomplainingandarguing

withNkosinathiabouthavingawhiteman

whichisDannyaspartofhiscouncilmembers.

TheKing,wasn'thearingnonofofitandhetold

themwhoeverquestionshisdecisionsandhas

aproblemwithhavingDannyaspartofhis

councilmembersshouldjuststepoutand

neverlookbackbecausehewillnotchangehis

decision.Philasandehasbeenmakingsurethe

companyisrunningsmootlyandhasbeen

contactingNkosiaboutit.Wedecidedtokeep

ourhouse,Sbahleisstayingtherewithher

friendPamela.Theyhaven'tbeenthrowingany

partiesormisbehavingbecausetheyknow

Nkosinathihascamerasaroundthehouse.He



toldthemwhenevertheywanttohavejusta

fewfriendsovertheyshouldaskforpermission

fromme.Thekidsarenowattendingschoolin

PMBbutthetwinsnowstayathomeandthey'll

startcrechenextyear.Idon'twantthem

attendingadaycarecentrejustforafewhours

inPMBandtheyhavetotravelalot,itwillstrain

them.Idohaveanannythatlooksafterthem

whenI'mnothome.Iwokeupandhewasn'tin

bed,hecamelatetobedlastnight.Iguessit

hasallstartedandIneedtobeunderstanding

andpatient.Itookabathandworemyjeans,

takkiesandyellowsweater.Yep!Idowear

pantsandmyhusbandhasnoproblemwith

that.Nooneelsecantellmewhattowearifhe

approvesofit.Igotdownstairsandhewas

feedingBuhlebenkosiandSiphosenkosi.

Me:Morning

Nkosi:You'reup,Ididn'twanttowakeyouup.

Sorryforcomingtobedlatelastnight.



Me:It'sokay.

Nkosi:Whatareyoudoingtoday?

Me:I'mfreetoday.I'lljuststaywiththekidsand

you?

Nkosi:We'regoingtooneofthevillageshere.

Wehavemeetingswiththechiefs.

Hestoodupandcametome.Heheldmywaist

andgavemealongtighthug.

Nkosi:Imissyou

Me:Imissyoutoo

Nkosi:We'llhavedinnertogethertonight,just

thetwoofus.

Me:Okay,I'mlookingforwardtoit.

Danny,MphoandAthiwalkedinjoiningusfor

breakfast.Isiphilerushedout,Iguessshe'slate

forschoolagain.

Danny:Morninglovebirds.I'llbegoingbackto



Durbantonight,myverypregnantwifeneeds

me.

Me:Sendhermyregards.I'msureshesgoing

topopanytimefromnow.Idoknowherdue

dateandI'llbeinDurbanthatweek.Makesure

shekeepsondrinkingalotofwaterandeating

vegetables,youknowwhatacomplicated

pregnancyshe'shad.

Danny:It'sbeentoughhey,I'llmakesureofit.

Thankyou

WehadbreakfasttogetherandLisandadecided

toshowupwithasuitcase.Theservantstookit

tohercar.

Nkosi:Andwhereareyougoing?

Lisanda:Anotherbusinesstripbro,I'mgoing

backtoLimpopo.I'llbebackin3weeksora

month.

Nkosi:Dotheparentsknowaboutthis?Ido

knowyou'renotgoingtoanybusinesstrip



you'regoingtoseeEnnock.

Lisanda:Howdoyouknowaboutthat?

ShelookedatmewithabadeyeandIshrugged.

Me:I'mnottheonewhotoldhim.

Nkosi:Youbetterbeusingprotection.I'mnot

goingtojudgeyouortellyouwhattodo.It's

yourlifeandyouchoosewhoyoulove.Your

parentswon'tbepleasedbutthey'llaccepthim.

Don'tgoandmarryhimsecretlyandcause

chaos,ourmotherwouldjusthaveaheart

attack.Talktoher.

Lisanda:IwasthinkingsisNayecantellherfor

me.

Me:What?Why?

Nkosi:Don'tdragmywifeintosolvingyour

problemsforyou.Youwilltellher,shecanonly

bethereforyou.

Lisanda:YesMyKing.



Shebowedandleft.Wellthatwasweirdand

awkwardforme.Afterweweredonewith

breakfasttheguysleftandIwatchedT.V.with

mykids.WhilewewerewatchingIfelttheneed

togototheloo.OnmywaytheIpassedonof

theyoungservantscrying.

Me:Whyareyoucrying?

Her:MyQueen,I'msorrymyqueen.Ididn't

knowanyonewouldseemehere,i'llgocontinue

withmyduties.

Me:No,Comewithme.

Her:OkaymyQueen.

Shefollowedmetothethelounge.Iquickly

wenttothebathroomwhenIcamebackshe

wasn’tthereanymore.Okaythat'sstrange,

wheredidshedisappearto?Iaskedthekidsif

theysawherbuttheyweren'tevenpaying

attentiontome.That'sjusthowtheygetwhen

theyarewatchingcartoons.Iwentoutandmy



guardsfollowedme.Itoldthemnottofollow

mearoundwhenI'minsidethehouse.Iasked

themiftheysawanygirlrushingoutandI

describedher.TheysaidhernameisLondy.

Theywenttolookforherandcamebackwith

her.Shekneeleddownandapologizedfor

disappearingonme.Wewentinsidethehouse

andwenttothelounge.

Me:Whywereyoucrying?Youseemstressed.

Londy:Idon'twanttobotheryouwithmy

problemsmyQueen.

Me:Youseematadbityounggohave

problems,firstboyfriendgivingyouproblems?

Shelaughedatmeandshookherhead.

Londy:Iwishthatwasmyproblembutnomy

queen.

Me:Thenwhatisit?

Londy:It'snoteasytotalktotheQueenherself



youknow,it'shardforme.

Me:Thinkofitasyoutalkingtoyourbestfriend.

Londy:WelllastnightIoverheardmyfather

talkingtomymotheraboutmarryingmeoffto

hisfriend.Hisfriendhasapproachedme

severaltimes,thatmanisold,he'sevenolder

thanmyfather.

Me:Suchnonsense!Whatdidyourmothersay

aboutthat?

Londy:Shewascrying,shehasnosaytothis.

Myfatheristhemanofthehouseandhe

makesalldecisions.

Me:Howoldareyou?

Londy:17

Me:Shouldn'tyoubeatschool?

Londy:MyfathersaidIshouldn'tattendschool

andfocusmoreonlearninghousedutiessoI

couldbeagoodwife.



Me:Utternonsense,thatwon'tbehappening.I'll

speaktotheKingandI'llseewhatIcando.

Don'tworryyourselfaboutthisokay.

Londy:NoMyQueen,myfatherisavery

heartlessman.Hewillcontinuetodoashehas

planned,defyinghiswisheswouldonlyleadme

tobeinginsomuchtroublehemighteven

disownmeor

Me:Or?

Londy:HeabusesmymotherandI.

Me:There'snothingIhatemorethanabuse.

You'llstayhereuntilIsortthisissueoutokay.

GobacktoyourdutiesandI'llfindawaytoget

yourmotherhere.

Londy:You'reverykindmyQueen.Ilookupto

you,Iknowyouwereonceagynae.Ialsowant

tobeone,wellthatsifitwilleverhappen.I'm

notgoodinMathsatall.

Me:Italljusttakespractice,practicemakes



perfect.

Wetalkedforawhileandgottoknowone

another.Shethenwentbacktoherduties.I

changedintoakneelengthdenimskirtand

wenttothefieldswheretheyarenowplanting

vegetablesandfruits.Itwillbenefitthepeople

ofthisKingdomandwillbeabletoprovidefood

forschoolsfeedingschemes.Iputonmy

gumbootsandwenttothefield.Peoplewere

bowingandgreetingwhenIpassedby.Iput

MamNcedoasheadofthisprojectwhenI'm

notaround.Everythingseemstobegoingwell,

wepayallthepeoplethathelpplantthecrops

andthementhatguardthispieceofland.Ithas

beensuccessfulsofarbutithasonlybeena

fewdayssincewestarted.Iwasgettingdirty

butIdidn'tmind.Weplantedalmosthalfofthe

field.

Me:I'mgettingtirednow.Howlonghaveyou

beenhere?



MaNcedo:SincethemorningmyQueen.You

maygohomeandrest,youdon'tneedtobe

doingthis.

Me:IwanttohelpMah.Ihavenothingtodoat

home.

MaNcedo:PleasedonotcallmeMahmyQueen.

Me:You'reoldenoughtobemymother,just

becauseI'mQueendoesn'tmeanIshouldn't

respectyou.I'mfeelingabitdizzy.

Shecalledoneboytocomewithachairand

waterforme.Isatdownanddrankwater.

Me:Thankyou.

Isatdownasshekeptongoingonandtelling

meaboutherselfandhowsheseesright

throughme.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanwhenyousayyousee

rightthroughme?

MaNcedo:Youdon'tknowmyQueen?Iwonder



whatkindofDoctorwereyouifyoucannoteven

tellthatyou'repregnant.

Me:AwuMah,I'mjustdizzy.PlusI'venever

beenabletotellthatI'mpregnantfrommyfirst

pregnancy.AsIalwayssay,ahealercannot

healhimself.

MaNcedo:WellIcanseerightthroughyou.

Me:Buttherehaven'tbeenanysignsof

pregnancy,justdizzinessonly.

Shelaughedatmeandcontinuedworking.Can

Ireallybepregnant?Idohavepregnancy

testingkitathome.Isaidmygoodbyesto

everyoneandwentbacktothepalace.WhenI

gotthere,Kwenzo,EmihleandLisawereback

fromschool.Theyallwentwithmetomyroom

andwetalkedaboutthierday.Itookashower

whilelisteningtotheirstoriesandSiphosinging

outloudly.HewassingingasongIcannot

reallyfigureout.Iguesshe'llbeasingerjust



likehisfather.IdidthepregnancytestandI

waitedfor2minutes,theseminutesarejust

alwaysthelongestminutesinlife.Itshowed

tworedlinesandthatIwas2weekspregnant.I

laughedalittleandthoughtaboutMaNcedo.I

guessIjusthavetowaitforourspecialdinner

soIcantellhimthegreatmews.Itwastimefor

dinnerbutNkosiwasn'tbackyet.Wehaddinner

andIputthekidstobed.Iwaitedandwaitedfor

himtocomebackuntilIjustdecidedtoalsogo

tobed.Afterafewhourshecamebackand

stoodbythedoor.Ijustcontinuedreadingthe

magazineIwasslowlypagingthrough.

Nkosi:I'msorry,welosttrackoftimeandthe

meetingtooklongerthanIexpected.

Me:Okay

Nkosi:I'mreallysorryNaye,IknowIpromised

youandI'llmakeituptoyou.

Me:It'sokayNkosinathi,Iunderstand.There's



somethingIwanttoshowyou.

Ishowedhimthepregnancytestandhehugged

me.

Nkosi:You'repregnant!Nokukhanya,thankyou.

Thankyouverymuch

Hecarriedmeandwelaidonthebedandhe

lookeddeeplyintomyeyes.

Nkosi:Iwannamakelovetoyou.

Me:Wellthisisthefirst,sincewhendoyouask?

Nkosi:WellIwasn'taskingbutIwasjusttelling

you.

Helaughedatmeandwetalkedforawhile

beforemakinglove.Itwasbeautifuland

passionate.Filledwithsomuchloveand

devotion.
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Ithasbeenareallybusy,hecticandexhausting

week.IthinkI'velost3kg'salready.Afterslaving

andworkingallday,Iseemychildrenand

spendsometimewiththembeforeIputthemto

sleep.Nkosinathihasbeencallingallweek,I

sometimesjustignorehiscallswhenI'mbusy

andheoncecalledhismomcomplainingthatI

don'thavetimeforhimtheyshouldmakeme

stopworking.Ijustlaughedathimwhenhetold

meaboutit.We'vebeenattendingmeetings,I

wasshownaroundLangelihleandthingsthatI'll

havetoparticipateinanddo.There'saoldage

centre,ahomeforyounggirlsandanother

homeforboys,itsinthesameareabut

separated.Thereweresomeculturalfestivities

andculturalgroupcenters.Theyaremore

involvedingroomingyounggirlsandtheyhave



virginityteststhere.Ihavetoattendonthose

daysandsometimescomeseethemwhenthey

meetupandpracticeforadviceetc.Iactually

realizedmanythingsI'llbedoingwillbehands

onandI'llbeworkingalotwiththepeopleof

thisKingdom.There'ssomuchlandthatis

unusedandIalreadyhavemanyideasforit.It

willbemyfirstprojectanditwillbenefitthe

Kingdomanditspeople.Istillhavetotalkabout

itwithmyhusbandandseeifheapprovesofit.

SinceyesterdayI'vebeenstuckinthisroom,

withtheQueensandsomeoldgranniesandthe

elderswives.I'vebeentoldandbeengroomed,

givenadviceaboutthejourneyI'mabouttotake

andtochosemyadvisorwell.Thatdoesn'teven

needmetothinkaboutitbecauseitwillbe

Phelokazi.IwastoldnottoaddressNkosinathi

withhisnameinfrontofpeople,Iwillonlydo

thatwhenwe'realone.Therearemanythings

thatwillchangefromnowonwardsandIhope

everythingwillbewell.Igotatextonmyphone



fromNkosi,hehardlyevenusesWhatsApp.

Nkosi:Can'twaittoseeyou.Iloveyoumy

Queen.

Me:IloveyoutooMyKing.

Todayisthedaywherehewillbeordainedas

theKing.Todayisthedayhetakesthethrone.I

wassosurprisedthatmygirlsarehere!It

actuallymeantsomuchtome,someofmy

familymembersarealsoheretoo.Thewholeof

Langelihleisalsoheretowitnessthisday.

They'vebroughtmanygiftsandthere'salotof

cookinggoingonoutside.Iwasstanding

lookingoutatthewindow,lookingatthepeople

whoareabouttocallmeQueen.It'sjustalltoo

overwhelming.

MaQ:It'sallyoursnow,makethemostofit.Yes

itsoverwhelming,hardworkandtoomuchto

handleattimes.Butitsalifechangingthing,it

helpsyourealizethingsthatyoudidn'tknow



aboutyourself.Youwillgrowintoawomanthat

you'llbeproudof,thatyourparentswillbe

proudofthatIwillbeproudof.Everyoneis

lookinguptoyounow,you'retheirmother,the

motherofthisland.Iknowyouwilldogood,

withallthatI'mleavinginyourhands,Iam

happyandIknowthatyouwilldomuchmore

thanIdid.Therewillbehardtimeswhereyou

wishyouwerejustanormalhumanbeingliving

anormallife,whereyourhusbandwillcometo

bedlateatnightordon'tevencomeatall.Inthe

earlystages,itsreallyhard.Ithoughtmy

husbandhadjustabandonedmeandhewasa

strangerbutastimewentbyhegotusedtothe

thingshehadtodo,hesettleddownanditwas

mucheasierandIgrewtobemore

understandingandheprioritizedandthings

weregreat.Don'tputtoomuchpressureon

yourselfanddon'ttrytopleaseeveryone.Just

beyourself



Me:ThankyouMa,Itrulydon'tknowhowyou

didit.Idon'tknowwhatI'lldo,whereI'lleven

startbutwhatIdoknowisthatIamthechosen

oneforareasonandGodhasaplanforme.

AndI'llhaveyoutogotoforguidance.Thank

yousomuchforthosewords.

MaQ:Mysonlovesyou,hecanneverleadthis

Kingdomwithoutyounexttohim.I'veseenhow

helooksatyou,likeyou'retheonlyhumanin

thisworld.Heneedsyou,nevergiveuponhim.

Me:Iwon'tMa.

MaQ:I'llcallyourfriendstocomehelpyouget

dressed.Lebowillcomewithyourdress.

Me:Where'sNkosinathi?

MaQ:Idon'tknow,Ithinkheiswithhisfather.

Shehuggedmeverytightlyandkissedmy

forehead.

MaQ:Iloveyoumydaughter.



Me:Iloveyoutoomom.

Shesmiledandleft,justwhensheclosedthe

dooritopenedagainandmykidswalkedin

lookingverybeautiful.

Emihle:Whyaren'tyoudressedyetmom?

Me:AuntLebowillcomewithmydress.

Wesattogetherforawhileandwejusthada

weirdfunnyconversation.Theyleftandmy

friendswalkedin.

Siya:Friend,Areyouready?

Me:Istillneedtogetdressedanddomyhair,

wellthere'salotIneedtodo

Siya:No,Imeanlikeareyouready?Emotionally,

Mentally??

Ijustcouldn'tanswerherandItookadeep

breath.

Kamo:Siyathough,you'vebeenemotionalsince

yesterday.Sitdown,I'lldoyourhair.



Isatdownandshestartedstylingmyweave.

Dodo:NganekaMah.You'reabouttobea

Queen,you'vealwaysbeenaqueenbutit's

goingtobeofficiatedtoday.Wealljusthaveno

wordsandallofthisisoverwhelmingandyou

justhavetoknowthatweloveyou.We'll

supportyouandalwaysbeherewheneveryou

needus

Belinda:We'rejustaphonecallaway,amonth

won'tendwithoutyouseeingus.We'lljustmiss

yousomuch

Sneh:Durbanwillmissyourpresence

Me:YouguysarespeakingasifI'mdying.

Zee:You'llbeawayfromusandwearegoingto

missyou.ButyouwillcomebacktoDurban

nextmonth,Idon'twantanyothergynae

besidesyou.

Me:Youlooklikeyou'reabouttoburst.Areyou

takinggoodcareofyourself?



Zee:YesIam,nowenoughaboutme.Whereis

Lebohangwiththatdress!OurQueencannotbe

late.

OnceIwasdonedoingmyhair,Zandydidmy

makeupandLebocamewithmydress.Igot

dressedandIlooked,Ilookedbeautiful.Siya

wascrying,she'sjustsoemotionaltodayshe's

goingtomakeallofusemotional.

Ngamso:Whowould'vethoughtthatoneday,

oneofuswouldbeQueen?It'salljustso

amazing.

Shealsostartedtocryandwelaughedateach

other.Nongcebocamewithmyprincesscrown

Nongcebo:Wearingitforthelasttime.

Me:I'llbesayingmygoodbyes.

Phelowalkedinalsolookingstunningwithher

crownon.

Phelo:Wehavetoallbeoutsidenow.The



ceremonyisabouttostartandyouneedtobe

nexttoyourhusband.Youalllookbeautifulby

theway

Lebo:Youlookamazinglittlesis

Phelo:Thankyou.

Weallhadagrouphugandprayed.

Me:It'stime.

Siyagavemeonelasthugandtheywentout.

Me:Don'tleaveme,Ineedsomespaceto

myself.

Ntoko:We'llstandouthere.Don'ttakelong.

SheclosedthedoorandIlookedatmyselfone

moretime."YoulookBeautifulMaHlase

kaMkhize"Isaidtomyself.Myparentswould

besoproudofmeandIknowtheyarewatching

overme.Itookadeepbreatheandwentout.

TheywalkedinfrontofmewithPhelowalking

besidesmeholdingmyhand.Wegottothe



loungeandNkosiwasstandingbythenearthe

doortalkingtohisfather.Heturnedandlooked

atmeforawhile.Hetookastepcloserand

heldmyhands.

Nkosi:IalwaysknewI'dmakeyoumyQueen.

Youlookbeautiful.

Ismiledandwekissedforawhile.

King:Savethatforlater.Weneedtoproceed.

Theguardsandservantswerestandingbythe

doorasitopened.TheKingsteppedoutfirst

followedbyNkosinathiwhowasfollowedby

Mayibongwe.Everyonewaskneelingdownas

theymadethierwaytowherethere'dbeseated

andwheretheceremonywilltakeplace.The

QueenwalkedoutandIfollowed,Iwasfollowed

byPhelokaziandtheprincesses.Therewasa

bigstretchtentanditwasalldecorated

beautiful.Thesettingwasamazing.Itwas

reallyreallypacked.Wesatonourseatsasthe

ceremonycontinued.Vulamasangowas



marchingupanddownyou'dswearheisa

crazyman.TheKingandhisrighthandman

whoIbelievehasbeenhisfriendsince

childhoodstoodupandcalledaponNkosinathi.

Insteadofstandinghelookedatmelikehewas

lookingforapprovalandassurance.Hecouldn't

takethishugestepalone.Iwasn'tseatedfar

awayfromhim,Inoddedandsmiledandhe

stoodupwalkingtowardshisfather.Hesat

downonachairthatwasplacedforhim.His

fatherspokewordsofwisdomandwordsthat

wouldguidehiminthejourneyheisaboutto

take.

King:Myson,Youareabouttogoonajourney

thatyouhavebeenpreparedfor,groomedand

destinedfor.IputmytrustonyouandIknow

youwillnotdisappointmeandthisKingdom.A

fatherhardlysaysthistohissonbutIloveyou.

Ihavelovedyousincethedayyouwereborn.I

wasneversofttoyouandIpushedyou,I



neededyoutobeatoughmanthatyouare

today.WhenIlookatyouIseemyfather,the

greatKingBhekezuluZikhali'zloliweMkhize.

Peoplehailedandululated.Iguesshewasa

dignified,respectedandwellknownKing.

King:Hewouldbeproudtoseehowmuch

you'veachieved,howallhisgrandchildrenhave

achieved.Iamproudofallmykids,in

everythingyoudokeepyoursiblingscloseto

you.KeeptheunisonintheMkhizefamily.

Raiseyourchildrenandloveyourwife.She's

yoursuitablehelper,she'syourhome.Myson,I

handoveralltoyou.

Hehandedoverhissceptreandthelionskin

andputitoverNkosinathi'sshoulders.Iwas

nowcalledupontoseatnexttohim.WhenI

stoodup,everyoneboweddown.Thisisreally

creepyandtoooverwhelming.Istoodupas

MaQalsohandedoverherlionskintomeand

putherroyalbeadsovermyneck.Itwasnow



timeforNkosinathiandItochooseour

advisors.Webothstoodupandwalkedoverto

MayibongweandPhelokazi.Itwasn't

somethingwediscussedbuttheyaredeserving

thispositionandtheyareclosetoourhearts.

PhelokaziwascryingasIhandedovermy

crowntoher.Wehuggedandwentbacktoour

seats.ItwastimefortheRoyalfamilytohead

insidethehouseforNkositotakehisseaton

theRoyalthrone.WewalkedintotheRoyal

roomandVulamasangostartedchantingand

walkingaroundthethrone.Wewereallonour

kneesasNkosinathisatonthethrone,Iwas

lookingdownandholdingbackmytearsashe

holdthespearuphigh.Afterheputthecrown

onasKing,heputbackthespearandwerose

up.

MaQ:Gotohim,hewillcrownyou.

Iwalkedtohim,mindyou,Iwasn'twearingany

shoes.Ibowedandkneeledbeforehim.



Me:Mkhize,Khabazela,Gcwabe,

Khabazela,kaMavovokaZihlandla,

Gubhela,Mumboomnhlophe,Wena

waseMbo,Wenaokhanyaamasiesiswini,

singela,Nhlamaeyaphelel’

etsheni,Ngunezi,Mumboombulazi,

Wenaowafakaumunoendunuwaphuma

nelahle,Nkosiyam.(Clanpraises)

Iwasn'tlookingathimintheeyeasitwouldbe

asignofdisrespect,theauntieswereululating.

Hestoodupandputthecrownonmyhead.It

wasabitheavythanIexpected.Itookhishand

andwestoodandwalkedouttoourpeoplewith

Vulamasangoleadingtheway.Nkosinathikept

onsqueezingmyhand.Whenwesteppedout

theeveryonestoppedwhattheyweredoingand

boweddown.

Them:BayedeGcwabe!BayadeKhabazela

wenawasemumbo!Bayedemumboomhlophe!



Bayede!!

Everyonerisedandstartedululating,singing

anddancing.Someshoutingancestralpraises.

Wewenttoourseatsandmanycultural

festivitieswenton.Youngchildrenperforming

ingroupsandpeoplebringingforththeirgiftsto

theKingandQueen.

Nkosi:MyQueen.

Me:MyKing.

Nkosi:Thankyou,thankyouforbeingbymy

side.Iwould'veneverdonethiswithoutyou.

Ididn'tknowhowtorespondtohiswords.I

heldhishandandwatchedasthechildren

performedtheirreeddance.Lisakhanyawasin

themidstofallofthat.Welaughedatheras

shedancedherownstepsandkeptonfalling.I

didn'tnoticeBuhlebenkosiwasalsothereuntil

Nkosishowedme.EmihleandKwenzokuhle

camewithagiftwhichwasfromthemasour



kids.Ididn'tknowaboutitsodidNkosinathi.

Wethankedthemandtheywentbacktotheir

seats.

Me:Bytheway,youdidn'ttellmewhoyou

choseasyourcouncil?

Nkosi:Ichosemyfriendsbabe,mostofthe

eldersdidn'tagreewithitbutIwasn'taboutto

choosetheirsonswhoarejuststrangerstome.

Iknowmyguysgotme,pluswe'vebeen

throughalottogetherandtheyknowmyups

anddownsandhowtoadviseme.

Me:Gooddecison.Youdoknowyou'llhaveto

discusseverythingwithmeandtakedecisions

withmeandconfideinme?

Nkosi:YesMyQueen.

Me:That'sthemostexcitingpartaboutit.You'll

actuallylearnhowtoreallycommunicatewith

me.

Nkosi:Butbabe!Mycommunicationskillswere



improvingalot,thankyouverymuch.

HesaidsarcasticallyandIrolledmyeyesathim.

Thedaywentontobeareallyreallygreat

success.Theeldersreallylovedthetraditional

beer,IguessPheloandIworkedourmagic.My

brotherscametomeandwehuggedforareally

reallylongtime.

Me:Okayyouguysaresquashingmenow.

Lwazi:Sorrylittleonebutthisalljustseemslike

adreamtome.

Lungelo:There'ssomeoneIwantyoutomeet,I

thinkI'minlovesis.

Me:Finally!Godhasshownussomelight.A

beautifulshortgirlcameholdingLungelo'shand.

Theywerereallycutetogether.Sheseemed

prettyshy,shewasabouttobowbeforemeand

Istoppedher.

Me:Nono,don'tdothat.Comeinforanice

warmhug.



Lungelo:Don'tkillmygirl.

WelaughedandhernamewasVuyelwa.She's

XhosaandIcannotgetoverhowcuteshewas.

Wetalkedforawhileanditwasgoodtosee

thatLungelowashappy.Weallwerejust

worriedabouthimandwhenhe'dfinallysettle

down.Peoplestartedtoleave,itwasgetting

lateyetsomepeopleseemedliketheyare

planningonstayingherethewholenight.

Sipho:Iwanttosleep.

Me:Come,we'reallgoingtobednow.Itucked

themin,ittookalittlelongersinceLisawasjust

talkingnon-stop.NkosinathigotinasIwas

abouttoleavethekidsroom.

Nkosi:AaahImissedthem,Ithoughtthey'dbe

up.

Me:Theyaretired.Lisajustfellasleep,shewas

stillgoingonabouthowsheenjoyedherday.

Nkosi:We'rereallyblessedwithsuchbeautiful



andtalentedkids.

Me:Iguessso.Buhlewasjustdoingnonsense,

shereallycan'tdance.Justlikeherparents.

Welaughedandwenttoournewroom.It

wasn'ttheonehisparentsusedbutwenow

weregoingtostayatthemainhouse.Wetook

ofourclothesandtookalongshower,wewere

bothveryexhaustedandwegotinbed.Iwas

lyingonhischestaswespokeabouttodayand

thedaysahead

Me:Whathaveyoudecidedaboutthecompany?

Nkosi:I'llmakeMrDuzaneCEO.He'sbeenwith

usforalongtimeandknowseverythingabout

thecompany,ItrusthimbutIalsowillbehands

onwiththethingsthatwillneedmepersonally.

WithmebeingKinghereIwon'thavemuchtime

tohandlemybusinessesandsomewillbe

handledbyyou,it'sstillgoingtobehectic

Ayabonga.



Me:IknowandIunderstand.Justmaketime

forthekidsplease.

Nkosi:IwillandIwillmaketimeforyoutoo.

Thekidswillhavetochangeschool's,they'llgo

toschoolinPMB,atleastthatslesstravelling.I

willfigureouttherestofthethingsokay,for

nowIjustneedyoutobepatientwithmeand

trustinme.Ineedmywifebymyside.

Me:ItrustyouandIwillstandbyyourside.Just

don'tbeastrangerokay?

Nkosi:Iwon't.

Me:Let'ssleep,IloveyouMyKing.

Nkosi:Iain'tsleepingwithoutgettingsome,I

haven'tpoundedthathotassinaweek!

Me:(laughs)Ithoughtyouwereexhausted?

Nkosi:NevertooexhaustedforyoumyQueen.

Ilaughedathimandwepassionatelymadelove

forthefirsttimeasKingandQueen.Itfeltsoo



goodandIhavemissedhavinghiminsideof

me.Idon'tknowwhatthedaysaheadholdfor

usbutwhatIdoknowisthatwecandothisas

longaswehaveeachother.Wewerechosen

forthis,lovechoseustobetogether.Itwas

boundtohappenbeforewewereevenbornGod

knewhisplanforus.Ourloveisextraordinary.

Wewereboundbyfate.

#NkosiNaye:BoundByFate
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Allinall,lifehasbeenamazingbutchallenging

tooforthepastmonth.Forme,italljust

happenedunexpectedly.Nkosinathitreatsme

likeafragilepersonwhohasthishugesickness



butit'sjustmorningsicknesses,hemakessure

thatIdon'tdoanythingthatwillmakemestand

forawhileorthatwillexhaustme.Hehas

literallybecomemydoctor.Londekastayswith

usintheRoyalPalace,herfathertriedbyall

meanstostopNkosifromtakingher.Whenwe

gottoherhomeaboutaweekago,herfather

hadalreadymadeherpackherbagsashewas

takinghertothisveryoldmanhewantedherto

marry.Itwashardbutattheend,Londeka

endedupgoinghomewithus.Hermother

comestoseehereveryday,thefatherisn't

abusingheranymorebutshestillthinksitsnot

safeforLondekatocomebackhome,she

knowsshe'llbewelltakencareofhere.

Londekaalsowentbacktoschoolandhasbeen

doingwell.IalsomadesurethatIannouncedto

theKingdomthatmarryingoffyounggirlstoold

menandstoppingthemfromtheirrightof

goingtoschoolisaveryillegalthingtodo

thereforeanyfamilywhopartakesinthatshall



faceseriousconsequences.Thegardenproject

hasalsobeengoingwell,we'vemanagedto

plantvarioustypesofvegetablesandfruitsin

thewholefield.Myhusbandisveryproudofme

andwesupporteachotherineverythingwedo.

WearecurrentlyinDurban,Nkosinathihad

somebusinesstotakecareofasPhilahad

foundtheculpritwhowasresponsibleforthe

moneythatkeptondisappearing,itwasall

beingtransferredtoNdiphiwe'saccountand

oneoftheaccountantswasresponsibleforthat.

WehadahugeargumentthatdaybecauseI

wantedtoknowwhyhasn'thejustremoved

Ndiphiwefromthisearth.Hetoldmethathe

cannotkillthemotherofhischild,asmuchas

shedoesn'tactlikeonesheisstillhismother

andkillingherisn'tsomethingheiscapableof

doing.IwassoangrybutIunderstood,ifIwas

alsoinhisshoes,Iwouldn'tbeabletodoit.I

wouldn'tbeabletolivewithmyself.Inallthat

NkosinathihasputNdiphiwethrough,addedup



withkillingher,itwould'vetakenastrainonhim

andheisachangedman,Iwouldn'twanttobe

responsiblefortakinghimbacktothemonster

hewasjustbecauseofmyselfishdesiresor

shallIsaywants.

Sbahle:Wantsomefruitsalad?

Me:Yesplease,don'taddapplesthough.

Sbahle:Okay

Me:Makesureyouputlowfatyoghurt.

Sbahle:Feedingapregnantwomanisso

frustrating,theyneverknowwhattheywant.

Me:Youalwayshaveaproblemwithpregnancy.

Sbahle:It'sbecauseIdon'twanttohave

children.Thethoughtofhavingmyownand

havingamassivestomachisscary.Noactually

itsterrifying.

Me:Whatever,that'swhatyoursisterusedto

saybutlooknow,shehasKabeloandshesa



greatmother.

Sbahle:Idon'tthinkI'llchangemymind.I'm20,

butIdon'thaveaboyfriend,I'venevereverhad

one.

Me:Isn'tthatwhiteguyyou'realwayswithyour

boyfriend?Ithoughthewas

Sbahle:Nick!Nonever.Pamelahasacrushon

him.He'stoomuchofafuckerandIknow

aboutallhistrash,I'dnevereverdatehim.

Wetalkedforawhileandsheplayedsome

musiconherphone.Wesangalongtooneof

myoldfavorites,Beyonce_Youaremyrock.

Me:Iusedtolovethissongsomuch,Isangit

everyday.

Sbahle:IsingiteverydayeventhoughIdon't

evenknowwhoI'msingingit,wellactuallyIdo

knowbutit'snevergoingtohappen.Youknow

whenyou'reloyaltosomeoneyetyou'renot

eventogether?Watchinghimeverydayasking



outgirls,lookingforloveinotherplacesyet

you'rejustrightnexttohim,itstwistedIknow

buttheheartwantswhatitwants.

Me:Iunderstandhowyoufeel,isitNick?

Sbahle:No,it'sKamogelang.

Me:Kamo!!She'smarried!She'snotlesbian,no

waitareyoulesbian?

Sbahle:Shitdamnno!Nother!Arghyour

hormonesarejustmakingyoudumb.Hellno!

Letmeshowyouhispic,hisfullnameis

OvhayoKamogelang,hehatestheOvhayo

namesowesticktoKamo.

Me:Wowhe's,he'sveryhandsomeandwell

built.

Sbahle:Hecallsme"Buddy"andIjusthatethat

somuch.

Me:Thefriendzonehey.IputNkosionthe

friendzonefor4years.



Sbahle:Wasitworthit?

Me:Icouldsayso.

Sbahle:Whathurtsmemoreisthathis

girlfriendischeatingonhim,heissuchalover.

Thatgirlisanidiot

Me:Myadvice,don'tbetheonewhotellshim.

Lethimfindoutforhimself.

Sbahle:Iwon'tpluswenottalkingfornow.We

arguedbecauseIdidn'twanttohavelunchwith

himforthepastfewdays.

Me:Whydidn'tyouwanttohavelunchwithhim?

Sbahle:He,hehasthisthingoflikingtoholdmy

handwhichjustmakesmybodyfeelhotandI'm

tryingtostayasfarawayfromhimaspossible.

Me:Wellthatwillbehardbecausehiscalling.I'll

answerandputitonloudspeaker.

ShenoddedandIanswered.Hehasagood

voice



Ovhayo:"Sbahle"

Sbahe:"What!"

Ovhayo:"I'msorryaboutwhatIsaidlastnight.I

can'tstanditwhenyou'renottalkingtome.

Please,I'lldoanythingforyoutoforgiveme.Its

justthatIdon'tunderstandwhyyou're

distancingyourselffromme,Idon'tgetit"

Sbahle:"I'mnotdistancingmyself..."

Shewhisperedandshedidhaveasad

expressiononherface.Younglove,itsreally

cute.I'malmost32butI'mbusyblushingovera

conversationgoingonbetween20yearolds.

Ovhayo:"Thenwhatdoyoucallwhatyou're

doing?Youdon'twanttohavelunchwithme,

youjustlookawayandheadanotherdirection

whenIcometoyou,youevendon'tallowmeto

holdyourhandanymore,whatdidIdowrong?"

Sbahle:"WhydoyouholdmyhandOvhayo?"



Ovhayo:"Idon'tlikethatnamebutsomehow

whenyoucallmewithit,itfeelsspecial.Ijust

loveit.Iholdyourhandsoyouwon'tbeableto

leaveme,IholdyourhandbecauseIfeelasif

I'mprotectingyou."

He'sinlovewithyou,Iwhispered.Ihopehe

doesn'thearme.Sbahledidn'tevenanswerhim.

Hekeptonaskingifshe'sstillthereandshe

finallyresponded.

Sbahle:"I'llhavelunchwithyoubutjustpromise

meyouwon'tholdmyhand.Orhugme,likejust

don'ttouchmeatall"

Ovhayo:"Idon'tknowifIcandothatbutI'lltry."

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandIjustsmiledlikea

inloveteenager.

Sbahle:Andthen?

Me:Helovesyou,that'sconfirmed.

Sbahle:You'recrazy.



Wehadourfruitsaladwhilejusttalkingand

watchingtv.IgotacallfromDanny

Me:Dandan?

Danny:Idon'tknowwhatsgoingon,She's

sweating,she'scrying.Idon'tknowwhattodo.

Me:Takehertothehospital,I'mcoming.

Danny:Ithinkherwaterjustbroke.

Me:TakehertothehospitalDanny,don'tpanic

please.Justtellhertobreatheandwe'llmeet

there.

Iendedthecallandtookanycarkeysthatwere

closest.IthrewthematSbahle

Me:Drive.

Sbahle:Damn!I'mabouttodriveaBMW1i8!I

knowBhut'Nkosiwillkillmeafterthis,butI'm

abouttocrackthiscar.

Me:OkayIthinkI'mchangingmymind.



Sbahle:You'renotallowedtodrive,you're

pregnant.

Shewinkedatmeanddroveoff.Shereallydid

crackitandwegottheresoonerthanexpected.

LayLay:DrMkhize,nicetoseeyouagain.

Me:IneedyoutopreparearoomforMrs

McKenzie,herwaterbroke.

LayLay:I'monit,yourusualteam?

Me:Yesplease.

Afterafewminutesshecamebeingrushedin

withstretcher.ShewastakentoherroomasI

changed.Iwenttoherandhertemperaturewas

toohighsowasherbloodpressure.

Me:Zee,openyourlegsformepleasemy

darling.

Shewasweak,sheslowlyopenedthemupandI

checkedher.

Me:It'snottimeyet.Ithinkshe'sgoingtoneed



anepidural.

Nurse:I'monit.

Herconditionwasbad,shewastooweak.I

wenttoourdesignatedwaitingroomwhenever

we'rehere.Theotherswerealreadyhere.

Me:Danny,heyguys.

Danny:Howisshe?

Me:Tooweakfornaturalbirth.Itseemsasifit

willbeatoughdelivery.She'llneedtheC-

Section.We'llmonitorher....

Icouldn'tfinishbecauseIwascalledbythe

nursetoimmediatelygettoherroom.We

rushedhertotheemergencyroom.

DrMazibuko:Weneedtodeliverthisbabyright

nowbuttheheadisstillfar.

Me:C-Section,yesI'llbefine.

DrM:Okay,I'llinformtheothers.Youdoknow

thesituationwe'reinrightnow.Willyouinform



them?

Me:Yes,yesIwill.

Iwentbacktothewaitingroom,Iwasaboutto

crybutIdidnt.MytearswillscarethemandI

don'twantthat.IneedtobestrongforZiyanda.

LittleDanverwassittingwithLubah.Helooks

somuchlikeZiyandayethealsolookslike

Danny.

Nkosi:Whatsgoingon?

Me:Canyouallsitdown,Idon'thavemuchtime.

Danny:Issheokay?

Me:She's,theyareinacriticalcondition.It

hurtstosaythisbutifithappensthatwehave

tosaveoneandlooseone....

Isatdownandclosedmyeyes.Ihatedasking

thatquestionbutIhadto.

Me:Danny,whodowesave?

Danny:Saveher,nomatterwhat.Justsaveher



Naye.

Icouldn'tholdbackmytears.Theywerealljust

makingmeemotional.

Nkosi:WhateverhappensNaye,it'snotyour

fault.Don'tbetoohardonyourself.

Inoddedandweallhuggedandprayed.Iwent

backtothetheatreroomandwegotready.We

hadnowputmachinestohelpherbreathe.

DrM:Ready?

Me:YesIam.

Afterafewhoursofstruggleandcomplications,

wefinallydeliveredababygirl.Shewascleaned

andconnectedtomachinesthatcouldassist

herwithherbreathing.WestitchedZeeupand

shestartedbreathingheavily.Iwentuptoher

whiletheytriedtostablizeher.

Zee:Takecareofmychildren.

Shewhisperedandstoppedbreathing.



Me:Ziyanda!!Ziyanda!!!No,no!!Don'tdothis!

Ikeptonshakingher,tryingtowakeherupbut

shedidnt.No,thiscan'tbe,thiscan'thappen.

Me:Ziyanda!

DrM:DrMkhize,we'velosther.Letherrestin

peace.

Hesaidasheclosedhereyes.Ifelltothe

groundandcried.Weneedher,herchildren

needher.Dannyneedsher.Wecannotfunction

withoutoneofus.Aninfantneedsherand

dependsonher.Thiscannothappen.Ihave

failedtosaveher.Shepassedawayinmy

hands.ShehadherlastbreathwhileIwas

holdingher.DrMazibukohelpedmeupand

huggedmeforawhile.

DrM:Icandeliverthenewsforyou.

Inoddedandwewenttothewaitingroomwhile

hewasholdingme.Nkosiquicklycametome

andheldme,pushingawayDrMazibuko.His



jealousyisn'twhatIneedrightnow.

DrM:I'mverysorry,wetriedeverythingwecould

tosavethebothofthem.Ithadalreadybeena

successfuldeliveryandtheywerebothokay

but...butwelosther.

Danny:She'sgone.Ziyanda!!Ziyanda!!Ziyanda!

Hescreamedwhilepunchingthewallwhile

Jabuwentovertohim.Heknowswhathe's

goingthrough.Iknowwhatheisgoingthrough.

Losingyourpartner,theoneyouloveis

heartbreaking.Itisasifyourownsouldies

whileitisinsideofyou.Wewereallintears,

Nkositryingtoholdme,Icouldn'tbeinhere.It

wastoomuch,Snehwasonthefloorcryingout

loud.She'slosthersister,welostafriend,a

mother,awifeandasistertoallofus.Whyis

thishappening?Wecannotgothroughthis,we

willnotsurvive.Dannywillnotsurvivethis.

Nkosi:Whereisthebaby?



Me:She'salive,she'susingbreathingmachines

butshe'llbeokayinafewdays.Danny,doyou

wanttoseeher?

Danny:No.

Sneh:I'llgoseeher.

Zandy:Weallwill

Nkosi:IncludingyouDanny.Thisisyourchild,

shealsoneedsyou.

Helookeddownandnodded.Thisisgoingto

behard,hardforallofus.Athiwascarrying

Danverwhowaspeacefullysleeping,not

knowingwhenhewakesuphewon'thavehis

mother.

Me:ShesaidIshouldtakecareofherchildren,

thosewereherlastwords.Shediedinmy

handsNkosinathi.

Nkosi:It'sgoingtobeokay.Ssshwe'llallwork

thingsoutanditwillbeokay.



SnehandNtoko'scrieswereheartbreaking,they

werecryingtheloudest.Siya,she'sstrong.She

wasmakingphonecallsandinformingthe

others.Theresnofamilytoinform,itwasjust

herandSneh.Weareherfamily.Weallwentto

seeherbaby.

Danny:ShewantedtonameherOnika

LethukuthulaMcKenzie.

Ngamso:I'llgofillintheforms.

WealljustbrokedownwhenOnikacriedforthe

firsttime.

Danny:Ican'tdothis.

Heleftandtheguysallfollowedhimaswe

stayedwiththebaby.Itwassilent,youcould

onlyhearthesilentcriesandsniffs.Wewillall

notbeabletosurvivethis,we'velostoneofus,

it'salljusttoomuchtotakein.Ziyanda,come

backtous.Weneedyou.
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Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthissudden

deathandwhatadrasticchangeithasmadein

ourlives.Death,itcomesunexpectedlyand

breakstheheartsofourlovedones.Ithas

brokenallofourheartsandwehavealljust

becomesilentandbottledouremotions.Sneh

tookDanverhomewithherthatdayandshe

hasbeenstayingwithhim.Todaythechildwill

begoinghome,Onikaisnowabletobreatheon

herownandluckilyshedidntrejectformula

milk.Bonga,hewhisperedinhereartellingher,

hermotherhaspassedawayjustliketheydidin

theoldendays.Shehasn'tbeencryingalotlike

shedidwhenshewasborn.Thefirsttime

Dannyheldherwassoemotional,hecried.He



literallycriedsomuchitwaslikealittlebaby

wascryingwhileOnikawasjuststaringinto

space.HewenthomewithherandSnehslept

overtherewhilehelpinghimaroundandadjust

tohavingababy.Whiletheyrestweallgoand

assisthimineverywaywecan.We'vebeen

arrangingthefuneralanditwillbeherein

Durban.Wecannotgoburyheranywhereelse

becauseshehasnofamilybesidesSnehand

theydon'thaveaplacetheycallhomeplusshe

wasalreadyaMcKenziesosheshouldbe

buriedwithotherMcKenzie's.Danny'sfather,

Razorwasveryhurtbythisbutthemother

didn'tcarethatmuch.Theynevergotalongwell

asshewasagainstDannymarryingablackgirl.

ThekidsareinLangelihlebesidesthetwins,I

wasnervousaboutalsoleaving

Sabelosababakhebehindbutshe'sbeendoing

verywellwithoutmeanditshowshowmuch

shehasgrown.IwasgladwhenNongcebo

wenttoLangelihletostaywiththemandshe



alsocamewithDimpho.Nkosi'sparentsare

alsoinLangelihlenowandwillcometoDurban

onFridayastherewillbeamemorialservicefor

herandthefuneralwilltakeplaceonSaturday.

Everythinghasbeengoingwellwiththefuneral

arrangements.Nkosinathihasbeenvery

frustratedandworriedabouthisfriend,

Ziyanda'spassinghashadahugeeffectonall

ofus.

Nkosi:Readytogo?

Me:Yesletsgo.

Itookmybagandsaidgoodbyetothetwins,

theywereleftbehindwithSbahleandPamela.

HedroveoffandwewereheadedtoDanny's

house.That'swherewe'vebeenatmostofthe

time.Someofhisauntiescomeatthehouseto

seehimandleaveafterthat.Hereallydoesn't

havemuchsupportfromhisfamilybesideshis

fatherandheistheonlychildfromhisparents.

EvenPhila'sbrotherisheretoo.Wegotinside



andwewerethelasttoarrive.

Nkosi:GoodMorning.

ThegirlsrespondedsoftlyandNkosilookedat

allofus,wewereallphysicallyandemotionally

drained.

Ntoko:TheguysareallinDanny'sroom.

HenoddedandwenttoDanny'sroomasIsat

downonthekitchenstool.Zandypassedmea

glasswithwineastheywerealldrowningin

alcohol.

Me:Icannotdrink.

Kamo:Why?

Ithitme,Ihaven'ttoldthemaboutthe

pregnancyyet.OnlySbahleknew.

Me:I'mpregnant.

Itsnotthemostexcitingnewsrightnow.It'sall

justdull,theypulledsmilesontheirfacesand

congratulatedme.IwishIhadtoldthembefore



thistragedyhadhappened.Zandypouredjuice

formeandgavemesomefruitstoeat.

Me:I'vealreadyeaten

Siya:EatNaye,youneedtotakecareofyourself.

Ididn'twanttosaynofurthersoIdecidedto

eateventhoughIwasn'thungryatall.

Ngamso:"Youknow,youguysareidiots.Itonly

tookmeaminutetosolvethisbutyouguys

tookathousandyears,Ithinkyouboughtyour

matriccertificates."

ShemimickedZiyanda'svoiceandwealljust

laughedatherandcontinuedsayingthings

Ziyandausedtosay.Shewasverysmart,Zandy

isreallythesmartestbetweenallofand

Ziyandawasthesecond.Sheonceentered

somemathscompetitionwhichshewon.She

wasrallyintelligentandacomputergeek.We

alllaughedandtalkedaboutourmemories

together.Zandyjustcriedsomuch,theywere



reallyclose.Andhavebeenthroughsooomuch

togetherevenbeforewewereallabundleof

friends,theywerereallyeachothersrideordie.

Theirbondwasjustunbreakable.

Zandy:Irememberwhenwewereinthearmy,

sheusedtowakemeupatnightandcry

becauseanantwaswalkingonherarmsyet

shedidntfearagun.Whointheirrightstateof

mindwouldfearanantbutwouldn'tfearagun.

Belinda:Shewasreallybrave.Addictedto

motorbikesandtakingrisks.

Ntoko:Rememberhowweusedtotellherbeing

anadrenalinejunkiewouldkillherandher

responsewouldalwaysbe

Us:"IwanttodiebecauseofsomethingIlove"

Afterthatwewerejustallsilent.

Sneh:ToZiyandaBhengu

Us:ToZiyandaBhengu.



Weroseourglassesandlaughedcontinuingto

talkabouther.I'mstillinshockanddisbelief

thatshehasreallypassedaway.Thatwe'll

neverseeheragainever.Whatwillweevenbe

withouther?Wepreparedlunchandafteritwas

readyKamowenttocalltheguystocometo

thedinningroom.Dannylookedlikeamess,I'm

surehehasn'tevenshowered.Itwassilent.You

couldonlyhearthesoundofutensilsclicking

ontheplates.Afterwewerealldonewecleared

thetableandtheywashedthedishes.Iwas

goingtofetchmyselfablanketwhenIheard

softcries,itwasMpho.Iheldhisshoulderand

wecriedtogether.

Mpho:WhoamIgoingtoarguewith?Imissher

already,Imissher.Couldn'tIdieinsteadofher?

Me:Weallwishwewould'vetakenherplace,we

allmissherandapartofeachandeveryoneof

ushasdiedwithher.Wewillforeverloveand

cherishher.Youknowhowsheis,shewouldn't



havewantedustocrysomuch.Shewould've

wantedustobehappyandcelebrateherlife,

shewouldarguewithyouforcryingforher.But

it'simpossiblenottocryforher.

Weheardloudcriesandthingsfalling.Wewent

tojointheothersandLubah,NkosiandJabu

wereholdingDanny.Heisabitsmallerthan

thembuthewasstrongenoughtobeableto

pushthemoffbutBongagotaholdofhimtillhe

didn'tfightanymoreandlaidonthefloorcrying.

Wesatdownonthecouchandcried.

Me:Ihadalreadythoughtshewasokay,I

should'vedoublechecked,everythinhseemed

tobeokay.Iletherdown,Ileteveryonedown.I

letherdiejustlikethatrightinmyarms.Thisis

allbecauseofme,Icould'vesavedher.I

should'vedonesomething

Danny:It'snotyourfaultNaye,itwasboundto

happen.



Jabu:Youcannotblameyourself,stopdoing

thisplease.

NkosinathiheldandIletitallout.Cryingwas

myonlywayofgrievingforher.Afterafew

hoursNkosinathi'sparents,Mayi,Phelo,Lebo,

Namhla,Danny'sparentsandNcebawalkedin.

Theygreetedandsatdownwithallofus.

Nkosi'sFather:Dannymyson,getup.Iknow

thisishardforyou,I'msureyoufeellikeyou've

lostyourownlife.Grieveforher,lockyourself

upandcryforher.Screamifyouhavetobutat

theendoftheday,whenyouwalkoutthatdoor,

holdyourheaduphighandbeafathertoyour

children.Youarealltheyhaveasaparentnow,

beamotherandfathertothem.

Razor:Takeastandmysonandraisethem.

Shehaslefttheminyourhandsandyoudon't

wanttofailherandyourkids.Shelovesyou

andwillbelookingoveryou.



Danny'smommadeaveryhurtfulandnasty

remarkwhichmadeeveryoneupset.

Her:Idon'tknowwhyyou'recryingoverher,she

wasjustafteryourmoney.I'msurethosekids

aren'tevenyours.

Sneh:Excuseme!

Her:Youheardme.

Danny:GetoutSheila!Getoutofmyhouse!

Sheila,hernameistoobeautifulforarotten

soullikeher.

Sheila:You'rethrowingmeout?Yourown

mother

MaQ:Ithinkyouheardhimverywell.Leave

Sheila:You'renothismother,shutup.

Danny:She'smoreofamothertomethanyou

are.Nowgetout

Sheila:Excuseme?



Danny:Youheardme.

Shestoodupandleft.Shelookedbackat

Danny'sfatherwhojustpretendedasifhedidn't

evenseeher.Shebangedthedoorandwe

heardhercarstartandleave.

MaQ:Bastard,sorryforthatmyson.

Danny:It'sokay,Ijustneedsometimeto

myselfplease.Pleaseleavewiththekids,I'll

comefetchthemtomorrowmorning.Me:We

cannotleaveyouherealoneDanny

Nkosi:We'llstaywithhim,justtomakesurehe

doesn'thurthimself.

Danny:Iwanttobealone

Phila:Youwon'tevenfeelourpresence.We'll

giveyouyourownspacebutwe'llbehere.

Wealltookourthingsandleft.Itseemedasif

everyonewasgoingtomyhouse.Wegotthere

andIservedteaandbiscuits.Weweren'treally



hungryforheavyfoods.

Phelo:ComewithmeSiya,weneedtofetcha

fewthingsforthefuneral.

MaQ:Ihiredacateringteam,Idon'tthinkanyof

uswillhavethestrengthtocook.

Sneh:Thankyouma

Westayedinsilence,onlysoundsfromthe

playroomwereheardasthekidswereplaying.I

don'tknowhowweareallgoingtorecoverfrom

this.Idon'tthinkwe'llrecoveratall.Ithas

indeedbeenoneofthesaddestthingsthat

havehappenedinourlives.Weallknowthat

onedaywe'reallgoingtodie,wenever

expectedoneofustodiesosoon.Itwastoo

soon,ithasdamagedusandIdon'tseeus

pullingthroughandbeingokayinthefuture.A

partofusisgoneanditcanneverbereplaced.

We'velostourown,we'llforeverloveherand

keepherinourhearts.WeloveyouZiyanda



Bhengu.

Insert84

FuneralshavealwaysbeensomethingIdon't

likeattendingandhavealwayscreepedmeout.

Havingtoattendfuneralsandburypeopleyou

loveistoohurtfulandsad,youalwaysjustwish

theycouldjustwakeupandbealiveagain.The

lastgoodbyehurtsdeepinsidetheheart.The

thoughtsyouhaveasyousitandlistentothe

pastorreadtheobituary,themomentthe

casketgoesrightdown,thatswhenrealitykicks

in.That'swhereyoufullyacceptthatheorshe

isgone.Thatyouwillneverseethatperson

again.Iguesswhenyoufindoutthey'vepast

you'restillindenial.Butafuneralisa

confirmation,thatwhatyouthoughtwasa

dreamisactuallyhappening.Ilookedatmyself



inthemirroronemoretimeasItiedmyhairand

passedoverNkosinathi'stietohim.

Nkosi:Youlookbeautiful.

Me:Thankyou.

Thingshavebeenroughforhimto,healsolost

afriendanditactuallyfeelslikewe'velosttwo

friends.Danny,heisbroken.We'llneverhave

thesameDannyeveragain.Ahugepartofhim

hasdiedwithher.Onikahasbeenwithme,I

guessit'struewhentheysaybabieslovea

pregnantwoman.She'sbeenstucktomeandI

enjoyeverytimeIspendwithher.Thekidsalso

lovehavingheraround,Buhlebenkosifeelsasif

she'soldernowjustbecauseshehelpsme

babysitOnikaandthatOnikaismuchyounger

thanher.Iwentdownstairsandthekidswere

alsoready,we'reallwearingwhite.That'swhat

she'salwayswantedbecauseshebelievedthat

wearingblackinafuneralisoutdatedandsad,

thatwearingwhitesendsofapersontoabetter



placeandit'smorepeacefulbutIjustthinkits

becausewhitewasherfavouritecolour.Weall

gotintothecarasNkosidrove,Iplayedoneof

ourfavouritesongs,ZandieKhumalo_Grateful

fromIzikhaliZamaNtungwaalbum.Listeningto

thatsongmademesoemotionalandIjust

criedasIheldOnikaclosely.

Me:Shelovesyou.Shewould'vebeensucha

greatmothertoyoujustlikeshewastoDanver.

Wegottoachurchthatsheusuallyattended,

amongstallofusshe'stheonewhoattended

churchmorethanwealldid.Sheusedtosay

eachandeverytimeshesthereshefeelsasif

Godforgivesherforallthesinsshe'sdoneand

thelivesshe'stakenaway,thatheunderstands

howsheneededtodoit.Ziyandawasaweird

character,shewasglamorousyetshewasn’ta

snob.Shewasdangerousandscarybutvery

sweet.Oneofhermajoraspectswasthatshe

wasunpredictable.Youcouldn'ttellhowshe



feltjustbylookingatherfaceyouhadtotalkto

herjustsoyoucangethertoopenup.Yetinall

ofthatmixofcharacteristics,shewassensitive.

Itwassometimesweirdtoseehercrybecause

herandZandywerejustthestrongestinallof

us.Wegotthereanditwasabitbusyoutside,

peopleweregettinginsidethechurchandwe

alsomadeourwaytoourseats.Thekidsalso

hadtheirownseatsandIwashappytheywere

wellbehavedandsupportingDanver.I'mproud

ofeachandeverychildseatingacrossme.

SnehwascarryingOnikaknowandtheguys

walkedin.Danny'sfacewasredandhehaslost

somuchweightinaspaceofjustaweek.

Nkosinathisatnexttomeandthefuneral

started.ItprogressedandSnehspokeonbehalf

ofthefamily.

Sneh:Mysister,myonlyfamilyandmyfriend.I

amsaddenedbyhowdeathhastakenyouaway

fromme.Ikeeponwishingitwasalljusta



nightmareandI'llwakeupwithacallfromyou

tellingmetostopsleepingandfartingallday.

Youforcingmetoeatbreakfasteventhough

youknowIhatehavingbreakfast.Idon'thave

muchtosay,butjusttosayI'lltakecareofyour

kids,theyaremykids.Iwillmakesurethey

makeyouproudandIwillmissyoumtaka

mama.

Shecriedandwenttositdown.Athiwasagreat

supportsystemtoherandheheldherasshe

cried.

Zandy:Ihavebeenaskedtospeakonbehalfof

thefriendswellwewereallherfamily.Mostof

youknowthatwe'realargegroupoffriends,

we'resaddenedandbrokenbythefactthatone

ofushaveleftthisearth.Ithasindeedbeenone

saddeningweekwereInoticedthatthingswill

neverbethesameagainwithallofus.Ido

hopewe'llrecoverfromthisandmakeyou

proud.Wewilltakecareofyourchildrenanddo



makesurethattheymakeyouproud.Myfriend,

youweremyclosestfriends.We'vebeen

throughthickandthintogether,ifIcouldtell

everyoneherewhatwe'vebeenthroughthey

wouldn'tbelieveitandwouldn'tbelievehowwe

survivedandgottowherewearetoday.Its

beenagreatjourneywithyou,ajourneyfilled

withtears,saddays,laughter,joyand

happiness.Inyouwefoundourjoy,whenever

youtriedtobeacomedian,yourongoingfunny

argumentswithMpho,howyounever

understoodawordAthisaid.Andtheweird

bondyouhadwithJabu.Your

overprotectivenessforallofus.MrsGlamorous

whowentonamotorbikewithoutevenknowing

howtodriveitbutyoucamebackinonepiece.

Funnyhowyouweren'tscaredofanythingelse

butyouwerescaredofafrog.Ijustnever

understoodyourfearoffrogs.

Shewentonandonandwelaughedalittle,it



wasgoodtoseeDannylaughaftersolong.

AftershewasdoneDannystooduptoalso

speakabouthiswife.HetookOnikaandDanver

andstartedspeaking.

Danny:Mywife,howdoIevenbegintoexplain

whatanamazingpersonshewas?Wenever

reallyhadargumentsoranyfights,Icouldjust

countthemomentsshewasangryatmebut

theywouldn'tevenreach10.I'mnotsayingour

relationshipwasperfectbutshewasperfect.

Shewaspeaceful,Belindausedtosayshe's

amazedbythewomanZeeturnstobewhen

she'swithme.Sherespectedmeandlovedme

wholeheartedly.ThekindofloveIhadnever

receivedfromanywomaninthisworld.Sheis

indeedmynumberonewoman.Whogaveme

themostpreciousgiftsinmylife,mykids

DanverandOnika.Iknownothingaboutbeinga

mother,I'lltrymyverybesttobebothmother

andfathertothemandIknowIhaveabout



10womanwhowillalsomotherthemandguide

methroughthisjourneyofparentingmykids.I

rememberwhenIfirstheardabouther,Nkosi

keptongoingonabouthowbeautifulshewas

andI'dloveher,shewasmydatebutIhad

nevermether.WhenIfinallymether,shejust

stoodandlookeddeepintomyeyes,Ialso

couldn'ttakemyeyesoffofher.Shegiggled

andsaid"DoIhavetospeakEnglishallnight

withyou?"Ilaughedatthisamazingwoman

whowejustsharedsuchanintensemoment

yetwhenshefinallygetsanopportunitytotalk

tomebutsheaskssucharidiculousquestion.

Afterthatwejusthititof,wefellinlovewith

witheachotherandgotmarried,hadasonas

handsomeasme.Unfornatelyandsadly,she

passedawayaftergivingbirthtothebeautiful

Onika.Iwillmissyoumyheart,thewholeofme

hasdiedwithyou.Iwillforevertreasureyouin

myheart.Iloveyou.



Hewenttositdownandthepastorsaida

prayerandwenowhadtogotothecemetery.

Theceremonywentonanditwastimeforusto

throwinsomesoil,wealltookturnsandwe

weredone.Westoodupasthecasketwent

down.

Ps:Inthesweatofthyfaceshaltthoueatbread,

tillthoureturntountotheground;foroutofit

wastthoutaken:fordustthouartandunto

shaltthoureturn.

HesaidaprayerandDannycouldn'tholditin

anymore,hewasdoingwellalldaybutnowjust

hadtobehisbreakingpoint.Wewentbackto

thecarswhichwouldtakeusbacktoDanny's

houseandotherpeoplewenttotheirhouses.

Beforewetookoff,wegotoutansthanked

peopleforattendingandsupportingusonthis

dayaswebidfarewelltoourfriend.Wegotto

Danny'shouseandwealljustsattherewithout

speaking.IwaslayingonNkosi'schestandthe



kidswereasleepintheroom.

Ntoko:Ineedabeer.

Danny:Makeittwo

Lyanda:Justtakeoneforallofus.Wellbesides

mommyNaye.

Mayi:Whatalongday.

Bonga:Yeahhey,Ijustdon'tknowhowwe'll

moveonfromthis.

MaQ:Itwilltakesometime,allowittohealat

itsownpace.Eventually,youwillallbefine.

Movingonwithyourlivesandbeinghappywill

bewhatmakesherhappy,don'tfeelbadfor

beinghappywithoutherpresence.Justgive

yourselvestimetohealandeverythingwillbe

okay.

Danny:How?MahIcan'tevenlookatOnika

properly,itjustfeelsasifI'mjustconstantly

thinkingabouthowshetookherawayfromyou,



herarrivalintheworldkilledher.Ihatehaving

thosethoughtsbecauseIknowitsnotherfault.

Mah,I'mslowlyloosingmymind,Idon'twantto

keeponblamingmychildforthis.Shesvery

innocentandIwanttoloveherwithouthaving

thosethoughts.

Baba(Nkosi'sDad):ThatchildisinnocentDanny

myboy,Iknowwhenshewasbornshediedbut

youshouldgetridofthosethoughts.Loveher

likeyouloveDanver,sheisyourchild.Youdon't

wantyourkidstogrowandhateyouforloving

themdifferentlyandconstantlyblamingOnika

forthelossofyourwife.Youareinabadspace

rightnowbutthatisunacceptable.Learnto

loveherunconditionallyandbethefather

Ziyandawould'vewantedyoutobe.Weareall

hereforyou,justaphonecallawayandwe'llbe

heretoadviceyouandhelpyou.

Me:You'renotalone,weareallhereforyou.

Nkosi:Weknowyoudon'tlikeaskingforhelp



andpeoplefeelingsorryforyoubutus,here,

we'reyou'refamilyDanny.Wegotyou

Bonga:Don'tpushusaway,weloveyou.

Jabu:Iknowwhatyou'regoingthrough,Ilost

mywifeandkidsallinonenight.It'sbad,really

badandyoufeellikeyoufailedtoprotecther.

You'reluckythatyoustillhaveyourkids,don't

failthem.I'mhereifyouneedsomeonewho

canrelate,togiveyouadviceandhowtogo

throughthis.Weallhealindifferentwaysand

paces.Ittakestimetoheal,butwhenyouneed

usjustcall.

Henoddedandjustgulpedonhisdrink.Weall

satthereandendedupwatchingamovie.What

adayithasbeen,welaidtorestourdearest

friendandwewillforevertreasureherinour

hearts.IndeedtheLordhasgivenandthelord

hastaken.Shewillbewatchingoverusandbe

ourguardianangel.Wewillmakeherproudas

shewatchesoverallofus.Weloveyou,restin



peaceZiyandaMcKenzie.

#NNBBF

Suggestpagetofriendsandfriend'soffriends

Pleaselikeandcomment

Insert85-FinalInsert.

9monthslater.

Soagain,mypregnancyisoverdue.Okay,nine

monthsendedadayagobutstill,Iwas

supposedtogivebirthinAprilbutit'sMaynow.

Iguessitsjusthowitiswithme.Thepast

monthshavebeenhardbutwepulledthrough,

we'reabletolaughwithouthavingtofeelguilty.

We'reslowlygettingbacktohowweusedto

butitsjustnotthesame,Iguessitwillneverbe

thesameagain.Danny,slowlybutsurelyhe'll



fullyhealandrecoveroneday.He'stryinghis

bestbutatmosttimeshedrownshissorrows

inalcohol.Wehavealltriedtogethim

professionalhelpbuthedoesn'twantit.He

neverattendsbutattimeshe'sokay,he'sreally

reallyokaywheneveryouseehimwellyoujust

wishhe'dbelikethatatalltimes.Butastime

willpass,itwillallbewell.KingNkosinathi

MkhizehasbeendoingreallybeingKingof

Langelihle.Hehasreallymadeahugeimpact

anddifferenceinthekingdom.Thepeopleare

veryhappyandpleasedwithhisachievements

atsuchashorttime.Indeedhewilldomuch

greaterworkastimegoesby.Iamveryproud

ofhimandIamalsoveryproudofmyself

becausealltheprojectsIhavebeenworkingon

areahugesuccess.Nkosinathiallowsmetogo

seetheprogressbutneverallowsmetodo

anythingtohelpsinceI'mpregnant.Iamtired

ofbeingpregnantnow,thisisdefinatelythelast

babyIamhaving,ifthefutureKingisn'tbornas



yetafterIgivebirththensurelyhewon'tbeborn

atall.Westilldon'tknowthegenderofthebaby

asweareunabletoseeit.Thebabyisvery

curledupfromthelastscanwereceived,we

arenotabletoseehis/herprivateareato

determinethegender.Luckilythistime,the

babyismovingandkickingbutjustisn'tbornas

yet.Iwokeupfeelingheavyasusual.Wego

throughthisprocesseverymorning,hehasto

carrymeofthebed.ItriedtoturnoverbutI

couldn't.Hewasn'teveninbed,howcouldhe

dothis?Itookmyphoneandcalledhim.

Me:Nkosinathi,whereareyou?

Nkosi:Myoffice.

Me:Wellcomeuphereandgetmeoutofbed.

Nkosi:Babe,callaservantorsomething.I'ma

bitbusy.

Me:OhsoIshouldalsocallaservantor

somethingtohelpwhilewemakebabies?Did



theservantmakemepregnant!

Nkosi:Womanchill,itsstillveryearlyforyouto

beupsetwithme.Likebabe,Idealwiththat

everysingleday.

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay!!!Youtoldmetojust

chill??Tellthattoyourdamnsperm.We're

neverhavingsexeveragain.

Withinasecondofmeendingthecallhewas

alreadybargingin.

Nkosi:MakaEmihle,Iwasjustjoking.

Me:WellIwasn't.

HecarriedmeoffthebedandIwalkedslowly

tothebathroomwhilehewasaheadofme.

Nkosi:Foambath?

Me:Yesplease,addthebathsalt.

Nkosi:YesMaMkhize.

Itookoffmyclothesandenjoyedmybath.After



anhourIwasdoneandalldressed.Iwentto

thekitchenandmademyselfbreakfast,thekids

areatschoolandPhelowenttotown.She's

beenhereforawhile,becauseshehelpsme

aroundandshe'sjustlazytogotowork.She's

becomingahousewifelikeSiya,wellandme

toobutnotexactly.Idon'tlikesayingI'ma

housewife,ItslikeI'mbetrayingmyBachelors

DegreeinMedicineandallthoseyearsIwoke

upandwenttoschoolwantingtobean

independentwoman.Itdoeshurtmeabitbut

knowingthatIdohavethingsIworkoninstead

ofsittingaroundallday,thatgetsridoftheguilt.

Iwatchedtvwhileeating.Thedooropenedand

thekidscamerunningin.Aren'ttheysupposed

tobestillatschool?

Kwenzo:Mommy!!

Me:I'mhere.Whyaren'tyouatschool?

Emihle:Dadfetchedus.



Me:Why?

Lisa:Becausehedid.

Sabelosababakhehasgrowntobejustso

sarcasticitirritatesme.She'sgrowingtoo

much,soisSiphosenkosi.Nkosinathiwalkedin

followedbyahugecrowd,whichismyfriends

andfamily.Wow,Lungelo'sgirlfriendisalso

here.Iguessshe'sreallyheretostay.

Me:Whatareyouguysdoinghere??

Lubah:WhatawarmwelcomemyQueen.

Nkosi:MyQueenyoumean.

Dodo:She'sourQueen.

Nkosi:Wellshe'smywife.

Me:Whateverguys,it'sgoodtoseeyoual.

HelloVuyelwa

Vuye:Heysis

Lungelo:OhsoI'minvisiblenow?



Me:Yesyouare.HeyDanny.

Danny:MaMkhize.

Allthekidswenttotheirroomandwesatatthe

lounge.Dannylookedbetterthanhewasthe

lasttimeIsawhim.

Me:I'dhugyoubutI'mtoohuge.Whatbrings

youguyshere?

Lwazi:Wellifyoucouldjuststepoutsidefora

whileyou'llsee.

Me:Okay

Zandy:Myfriend,Idon'twishtobeyouright

now.Irememberwhenmyfeetlookedlike

dinosaurfeet.

Mpho:You'reexaggerating,theyweren'tthat

bad.

Sneh:She'stheonewhohashadthesmoothest

pregnancyever.

Ngamso:Shereallyhas.



Wetalkedaboutpregnancyallthewaytothe

backyard.Iwasamazedbythelovelysetup.Its

mybabyshower?Whydidn'tIseethisinthe

morning?Oh,I'mtobigtoberoamingaround.

Me:Guys!!Wowthisisbeautiful.Aaahguys!

Mah:Sitdownnowbeforeyoufallonus.

WelaughedandIsatdownaswestartedthe

babyshowerandthepregnancytalkcontinued.

Thabo:Iliterallyhatedwakingupinthemiddle

ofthenightbecauseLuthandoiscrying.

Belinda:IusedtocrywithLuthando.

Phila:Imagine!Wehadtogothroughthequads

cryingallinonetime.EvenJnrwokeupand

helpedus.

Danny:Zeeusedtosingwithherhorriblevoice,

IthinkitjustaddedontoDanverscries.

WealllaughedandthewaywenowrefertoZee

whichisinpasttenseisjustsometimes



heartbreaking.ButI'mgladwe'renowableto

talkaboutherwithoutcryingorhavingawkward

silenceafterwards.Ithasbeenalongworking

progressandwewillfullyrecoveroneday.I

rememberwhenweburntallherclothes,

accessories,shoes,bagsetc.Wewereallin

tearswhiletheyweredrinking,Iwassippingon

somejuice.Thebabyshowercontinuedandwe

atelotsofgoodieswhilethekidswereplaying.I

unwrappedthegiftsandtheywereallbeautiful

andlovely.Buhlebenkosimanagedtostealone

ofthetoys.SheliterallyranawaywhenIsaw

herstealingit.Thesekidsarebullyingmyson

beforeheisevenborn.Istillcallhimmysonor

babybecausehehasnonameandIhaven't

evenheardhimtalkingaboutbabynames,well

itsnotlikeherevereventellsme.I'llfindout

onceIgivebirth.Thedaycontinuedanditwas

indeedawonderfulday.Itgotcoldallofa

suddenandwewenttothehousewhilethe

helpersandguardsclearedupthebackyard.



Baba:Ithinkweshouldalljustsitdownand

watchamovie.

Mayi:Dad,youwanttowatchamovie?

Isi:Idon'tthinkI'veeverseenhimwatchinga

movie.

Mah:Maybeyou'rejustneveraround.Your

fatherloveswatchingmoviesbutpreviouslyhe

justnevergotthetime.

Nkosi:Wehaveameetingtoattendforawhile,

luckilytodaymycouncilisallhere,we'reall

leaving.

Sneh:Docomebackbeforedinner.

Athi:Willdomylove.

Nkosikissedmycheekandtheyleft,Nkosi's

fatheralsojoinedthem.

Sbahle:Didn'thejustsayhewantstowatcha

movie?Dadthough.

ShecallshimDad,wellwealldoattimes.He



hasbecameafathertoallofus.We'reabig

familyandhelovesusallespeciallythe

grandchildrenthathespoils.Wewatched

moviestheentireafternoonandtheycame

backjustafewminutesbeforewehaddinner.

Luckily,thereisabiglongdinnertablebig

enoughforallofusandthekidsdoalsohave

theirowntable.Thechefshaveprepareda

feastandwesaidaprayerwhichwasledby

Vuyelwaandwedugin.

Ntoko:Thistastesreallygood.

Me:Ididn'trealizeIwassohungry.

Siya:You'realwayshungry.

WeateandIdranksomewater.Iwasveryfull

anditfeltlikeIwasgettingdizzy.

Me:Kamo,therearetwoKamo's.

Bee:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:I'mfeelingdizzy.



Nkosi:Comeletmegetyoutobedbabe.

Iclosedmyeyesandhecarriedmetobed.Even

whenIhaveahugebump,hecanstillcarryme.

I'mblessedtohavethistallmasculargut

thoughit'shardtotiptoeandkisshimlately.I

laidonthebedasshechangedmeintomyPJs.

Me:Youdon'thavetodothis.Gositwiththe

other'sI'llbefine.

Nkosi:I'mnotleavingyoualone.

#Nkosi.

Iwatchedherasshebreathedslowlyandwe

talkedyetIhadtowaitforawhiletogeta

responsefromher.ShewassleepytoobutI

kindawantedhertostayawake,Ididn'twant

hertofallasleep.Whatifshefellasleepforever

andneverwokeup?Idon'twantthat.Eversince

shewaspregnantI'vemadesureIdomonitor

allshedoesandallsheeats.I'vebeenveryalert

andcarefulwitheverything,whathappenedto



oneofmybestfriendsZeewhenshegavebirth.

IthurtherkidsandDanny,Onikaisgrowingup

andshedoesn'tknowhermother.Idon'twant

anyofmykidsgoingthroughthat,Isalute

Danny,he'sastrongman.Iwouldn'thavebeen

abletoliveandpullthroughwithoutNaye,I

alwaysmeanitwhenIsayshesmylife.She's

myeverything,Iloveherandit'scrazy

dangerouslove,I'dliterallyjustdie,I'dgiveup

mylifejustsoshecanlive.Ilovehermorethan

anythinginthisworld.Sheownsmyheartand

everypartofmybody.

Naye:Iwanttosleep.

Me:Already?

Naye:Nkosinathi,its8pm.I'musuallyasleepat

thistime.

Me:Fine.

Shelaughedatmealittleandslept.Shefell

asleepveryquicklyandItookashower.After



thatItuckedinbedandheldherasIalsotried

tofallasleep.Afterafewhoursofwhatseemed

tobepeacefulsleep.Shewokeupandwentto

theloo.Shecamebackandsaidshe'sfeeling

pains.Icarriedherandputheronthebed,tried

calmingherdownasshecouldn'ttakeanypills

forthepain.Afterafewminutesthebedwasso

wet.

Me:Didyoujustpeeonthebed?Youjustwent

tothebathroom.

Shestartedscreaming,ohshit!Herwaterjust

broke.

Me:JustbreatheNaye.Breathe

Naye:Ican't!Takeitout!Thebabyiscoming!

Me:Areyoucrazy?!

Italljusthappenedsofast,shehadalready

tookoffherunderwear.Shit!Arewetheonly

peopleinthispalace?



Me:Naye,I'mgoingtocallforhelp.

Naye:Nkosi!!There'snotimeforthat!!

Shewasscreamingoutloudandhervirgina

wasstretching!Lord!Ihaveneverseenthis

beforeeverinmylife.

Me:WhatdoIdo?

Shekeptoncryingandthebabyheadshowed.

TherewassomebloodonthebedandIheldthe

babiesheadsoitdoesn'tgethurtorsomething.

Thebabyboycameoutscreaming.Iwasso

traumatisedIjustheldhimanddidn'tknow

whattodonext.Thedooropenedwidelyand

mymothercamein.

Mah:Ohmygod!!Nkosinathi!Whathappened

here?Sbahle!!!CallAthiandgetsomehelp.

Kamo!!Bringmewarmwaterandtowels.

Zandy:Shit!

Theywerenowallstandingbythedoorandmy



motherwasattendingNayewhileBeetookthe

babyandcleanedhimup.

Sneh:WashyourhandsNkosi.

Ididasshesaidandwashedmyhands.Jabu

gavemeaglassofwhiskeyandIgulpedonit.

Me:More.

IthinkIdrankabout5glassesandIstillcouldn't

getitoffmyhead.Nayewaswellnowandwas

movedtoanotherroomwithcareforherand

thebaby.Itookashowerandchangedintoa

newsetofclothes.Iwenttothemandsat

besidesher.

Naye:Areyouokaymylove?

Me:Don'tworryaboutme,I'llbefine.

Wesatinsilenceandendeduplaughing

together.

Naye:Icannotbelieveyouwentthroughthat.

Me:Ican'tbelieveiteither.MayI?



Naye:Yesyoumay.

Me:SawbonaNdabezitha,Mkhize,Khabazela.

HelloMbonisiSiphethoMkhize.

Naye:Mbonisi?Wow,youalwayscomeupwith

unexpectednames.ButIloveit.

Me:I'mgladyoudo.Naye,Iloveyou.Thankyou

forgivingmepreciousgifts,youcameintomy

lifeandchangedeverythingforbetter.ThedayI

metyouIknewIwantedtomakeyoumyQueen

andspendtherestofmylifewithyou.Iknew

youbelongedtomeandIbelongedtoyou.I

knowI'veputyouthroughalot,we'vefacedso

manychallengesandinallofthatyoualmost

diedbecauseofthewomanIbroughtintoyour

life.Amazingly,yousurvivedandIknewyou

werereallythenoneformeandwebelonged

together.You'reaverystrongwomanwhohas

stoodbymethroughitall,evenattimeswhere

anywomaninyourshoeswould'vepackedup

andleft,butyoustoodbymeandstayedwith



me.

Naye:Yougavemelove,happinessand

laughter.Yesthereweremanytoughtimesbut

itwasallworthit.Mylove,youchangedmylife

forthebetter.WhenyouacceptedEmihlelike

yourveryownevenbeforewestarteddating,

whenyouraisedherandlovedherbeforeyou

knewaboutyourveryownson,youcontinued

lovingherunconditionallyafteryouknewabout

Kwenzo.Youputthembothinsideyourheart

andlovedusallunconditionally.Youloveour

family,you'rethebestdadtoourkidsandthe

besthusbandtome.Iloveyouandyoumean

alottome.IknewIwantedtospendtherestof

mylifewithyou,Iknewyoulovedme

unconditionallywhenyoutookthebulletfor

Emihle,Iknewyouwereamanthatwouldlove

me,protectmeandtakecareofourfamily.

Whatwehaveisrare,thekindofloveweshare

isspecial.Ourloveistoxicyetitisthepoisen



webothneed.

Us:Ourlovewasboundbyfate.

Naye:IfIwroteabookaboutus,thetitleofthe

bookwouldbe...NkosiNaye:BoundByFate.

Welaughedtogetherandkissed.Yesindeed

ourlovewasboundbyfate.

#NNBBF

Hopeyouenjoyed


