


BONESOFMYHEART

PROLOGUE

AblueBMW 1seriescarparkoutsideadouble

storeyhouseandtwopeoplecomesoutofit.A

handsomeyoungmaninhisearly20sstepsout

from hissideandrushestotheothertoopen

thedoorforayoungladyinsameagegroup.

Thegirliswearingherolivejumpsuitwithwhite

allstarwhiletheboyisonhisBMW overallsand

blackallstar.Inshort,theylooksimpleyet

beautiful.

Hetakesherhandandleadsherinsidethe

house.Themomentshewalksinshecan'tkeep

thecomplimentstoherself.Shestarts



complimentingeverything,from theinterior

decoratortotheairconditioner.

Mcebo:welcometomyhumblehome,CanIget

youanythingtodrink?

Zizipho:doyoucallthishumble?Dude,thisis

heaven!

Mcebo:well,thankyou.Dadisreallyworking

hardforustolivesoftyouknow.GrowingupI

neverunderstoodwhyhewashardlyhomebut

nowitmakessense,Imeanlookatthis.

Zipho:true,thisisthekindoflegacyIwouldlike

toleaveformychildren.Waterwillbefinethank

you



Mcebo:trysomethingelse,please.

Zipho:yooh,juiceke.

Mcebo:I'llbringwine.Pleasehaveaseatand

makeyourselfcomfortable.

HesaysanddisappeartothekitchenandZipho

sitsdownslowlytothewhiteleathercouches.

Shestaresattheframedfamilypictureonthe

wall.Themanofthehouseisdefinitely

handsome,makessensewhyMceboisthishot.

Zipho:thesepeoplearerich.

Shemurmursittoherselfwhilefeedingher



eyeswiththebeautyofthehouse.Mcebo

returnswithawholebottleandtwoglasses.

Mcebo:thereyougo,It'sredandsweet,justlike

youlikeit.

Ziphosmilesacceptingit.

Zipho:youaresosweet,thankyou.

Mcebo:mypleasure;so,haveyouthought

aboutwhatItoldyouaboutlasttime?

Zipho:aboutthemodellingwhatwhat?

Mcebo:yes?



Zipho:Idon'tknowMcebo,Ireallydonothave

whatittakestomakeitoutthere.

Mcebo:girlareyoukiddingme?Haveyougiven

yourselfaproperlook?Youhavethebody,the

heightandohmygoodness,the

charcoal/melaninskintoneisabonus.Believe

me,youwouldmakelotsofmoney.Yourkindis

indemandthesedays.

Zipho;Ijustdon'tthinkIhavethepersonality

whichmattersthemost.Ican'tpicturemyself

beingacelebrityandhavingpeople'sattention

everynowandthen.

Mcebo:youwon'thavetoworryaboutthatif

youhavemeasyourmanager.I'llsortthatout



foryouwhileallyoudoisjustlookpretty.

Zipho:Idon'tknowMcebo.

Mcebo:pleasepromisemetothinkaboutitat

leastanddoresearch?

Zipho:okay,Iwillthinkaboutit.

Mcebo:awesome,letmetakeyouontour

aroundthehouse.IwanttoshowyouwhatI've

donewithmybedroom.

Zipho:cool,afteryou.

Heleadsthewayclimbingthestaircaseand

explainingeachportraittheycomeacrosswith.



Hismom comesinoneofthebedrooms

lookingreallybeautifulandfancy.

Ziphogreetsinaverypoliteandrespectful

manner.Thewomansmileslookingatherson.

Mcebo:ohno,Iknowthatlook.

Lindiwe:what?Shesbeautiful.

Mcebo:thanksonherbehalf,she'smybest

friend.

Lindiwe:whatapity,youtwowouldmakea

greatcoupleandcomplimenteachother.My

dear,youarewelcome.Ihopehehasgivenyou

adrink?



Zipho:thankyouMrsNyathi,yeshehasgiven

meadrink.

Lindiwe:nexttimepleasecallmeLindiwe.Bye

kids,I'm off.Oh,beforeIforget,boy?

Mcebo:yesmom?

Lindiwe:wouldyouclosetheclubtodayhoney?

IhavesomuchtodoIdon'thavetheenergy

today...

Mcebo:noworriesmom I'llheadtherenow.

Lindiwe:thankyousweety.



ShedisappearsdownthestairsandMcebo

walksinsidehisroom andchangeintojeans

andat-shirt.

Zipho:yourmom issosweet.

Shesaysseatedonthebedpaginghis

magazinespackedneatlybyhisbedsidetable.

Mcebo:sheisindeedcool.Mydadisveryquiet

anddoesn'ttalkmuchbutwealsocoolwith

him.

Zipho:youareblessed,gettingalongwithboth

yourparents.

Mcebo:I'm notatroublechildandbeingthe



onlybabyhasit'sownadvantages.Comewith

metotheclub,youaregoingtohavefun.

Ziphosmilesandquicklysitsup.

Zipho:areyousure?

Mcebo:yeah,unlessyouhaveother

commitments,I'llunderstand.

Zipho:noit'scool,it'sYanga'scookingturn

tonightandIhavenoschoolworksowecan

bounce.ButI'llalsoneedtochange.

Mcebo:noworries,Icandropyoutoyourcrib

andwaitwhileyouchange.



Zipho:thatwouldbesweetbutitisnot

necessary,I'llfindyouthere.

Mcebolooksatherandsheshyaway.He

knowsthatshefearsthatheisgoingtojudge

heraboutherhomeconditionandhewon'tdo

that.Buthechoosesnottomakethesituation

moreawkward.

Mcebo:okaythenbutI'm gettingyouanUber.

Noarguments.

Zipho(poutingherlipsinacutesmile)okay...

Mcebo:let'sgo.

*



*

*

Ina4room RDPhouse,Yangawhois19and

doingherfirstyearcourseinanearbycollegeis

layingonbedsingingalongtothelyricsofthe

songplayingfrom theheadsetspluggedinher

ears.

Shejumpsstartledwhenthebedroom door

opensandhereldersisterwalkin.Thefirst

thingZiphodoesissnatchingherheadsets.

Yanga:ouch!Couldn'tyoubemoregentle?

Zipho:gentlemyfoot!HowmanytimeshaveI

politelyaskedyoutostayawayfrom my

headsetsbecauseyouendupdestroyingthem?



Yangadoesn'tsayanythingandZiphogoesto

thewardrobeandopenit.

Yanga:whereareyougoingto?

Zipho:Mceboistakingmetotheclub,soIneed

adressfittingthescene.

Yanga:getthatblackonewithgoldstripeson

theside.

Zipho:yes,thatoneisperfect!Wouldyou

borrowmeyourweave?

Yanga:haibosis,wereyounottheonewho

wasblablingaboutyourheadsets?



Zipho:pleasemarn,IpromiseI'lldoyour

assignment.

Yangajumpsquicklyandgettheweavefrom

herbagandhandittoher.

Yanga:youhavetoironitthough,lasttimeI

woreitwashectic.

Zipho:Idon'twanttohearthedetails.

Yanga:whenareyoudatingMcebovele?Y'all

havebeenaroundeachotherforlongnow

Zipho:sometimesIwonderhowyoupassat

schoolyazi?HowmanytimesmustItellyou



thatMceboisafriendandIdon'tseehim like

that!

Yanga:butwhybecausehedefinitelyseesyou

likethat?Theguyiscute,richandyourtype.

Zipho:youdefinitelydon'tknowmytype.Mcebo

istookindmarn,toocleanlikeheistooperfect

yoohIcan't.

Yanga:(clappingherhands)warengnahmogirl?

(Whatareyousayinglady?)

Zipho:don'tgetmewrong,Itrulybelievethat

histypeisoutthereandprobablyperfectfor

him butthatpersonisn'tme.



I'm 21heis23,yoohhaiawholeDanone.Iwant

mymentobe27-35so,oreven40.Nowweare

talking.

Yanga:thenpeoplealwayscrucifymeforbeing

thebadone,theyshouldhearyouspeak!

Zipholaughsandstartsgettingreadyforgoing

totheclub.

Zipho:Iam thinkingofaskingMcebotogiveme

ajobintheclubyouknow?

Yanga:areyougoingtocope?Youaredoing

yourthirdyearandyouneedtofocus.

Zipho:Iknow,evenifitwon'tbepermanentjust



togetfewcentstospoilmom'sonherbirthday.

Yanga:andshedeservessomespoilingthat

woman.Iam silentlyprayingthatmyNFSAS

Moneycomesthroughintime.

Zipho:yeahbraIreallycannotwaittofinishthis

degreeandbeabletohelpheryouknow.Iwant

hertoretirefrom beingastreetvendorandlive

soft.

Youarebetterbecauseyougotthefunding,me

Isawflamesbra.

Yanga:butyouaredoingwellZee,youshould

beproud.



Zipho:Ihavenochoice,Ican'twastemymom's

moneythatshegetssohard.Pleasehelpme

zipthedress.

Yangagetsofffrom bedandhelpshersister.

Yanga:youaredefinitelycomingbackwitha

blessertonight...

Zipho:youthinkso?EixsometimesIreallywish

Icangetoneyouknow?

Yanga:thenhaveMaGxabhasedisownyou?

Thosepeoplewillsuckyoudry,minanjeIdon't

seemyselfdroppingmypantiesforan

apartheiddick.



ZipholaughssoloudandYangajoinsher.

Zipho:nomarn,IjustwishIcouldgetonewho

wouldn'tmindhugsandhighfivesinsteadof

tloftlof(sex)

Yanga:whenyoudogetthatkindpleaseplug

me.Sitdownletmedoyourbrows...

LATERINTHECLUB

Ziphowalksinlookingaround.Shelooksreally

beautifulandsexy.SheiswaitingforMcebo

whosaidisonthewaytogether.

Sheislookingattheladieswaitressingaround

hereandconcludesthatshecandothis,it



doesn'tlookdifficult.

HerthoughtsgetsdistractedbyMcebowho

showsupnexttoher.

Mcebo:sorryforkeepingyouwaiting,youlook

beautifulwoman!

Zipho:thankyou,ImeanIhaveto,thisplace

demandsthat.

Mcebo:youdon'tmindchillingwithmeatthe

officewhileIdosomework?Oryouwantto

danceandhavefun?

Zipho:no,I'llwaitforyou.



Mcebo:comewithmethen.

Hetakesherhandtohisandwalkbacktothe

office.Thesoundisn'tmuchhere.Ziphomakes

herselfcomfortableonthechairoppositehis

whilehefixeshiseyesonpapersonthetable.

Zipho:doyouneedanyhelp?

Mcebo:urhm,notreally.Thankyouthough,I'll

bedonesoon.

Zipho:it'sokay,takeyourtime.

Mcebogetsbusyforanother30minutesand

thenannouncesthatheisdonetheycangoget

fewdrinks.



Zipho:Mcebo,Iwaswonderingifyoucangive

meajobaroundhere.

Mcebo:anddowhathere?

Zipho:whattheseothergirlsaredoing...

Mcebo:Zipho?

Zipho:pleaseMcebo,Iwanttoearnfewcents

andbeabletotakemymom outtocelebrate

herbirthday.

Mcebo:ifit'smoneyyouwantIcangiveitto

you...



Zipho:no,pleasedon't.Justgivemeajobit

wouldbehighlyappreciated.

Mcebo:(sighs)okay,I'llseewhatIcando.

Zipho:(jumpingathim withahug)thankyou

sweetheart,youarethebest.

Mcebo:yeahyeahyeah,getoffme,yourrosey

perfumeisgivingmeaheadache.

Ziphohitshim onhisarm andhelaughs.

Mcebo:I'm kiddingntwanayami,let'sgetdrunk.

Zipho:yesplease!



*

*

*

Lindiweappliesherexpensivecolognearound

herneckandpulldownherredlingerie.

Sheflipsherweavebackwardswhiletakinga

sipfrom herwineglass.Aringfrom thedollbell

goesoffandshedescendthestairsgoingto

open.

InfrontofthedoorstandsIbanathi,theyard

andgardenhelper.Hetakesoffhishatand

stepsinsidehiseyesfeastingonhercleavage.



Lindiwe:youarerightontime,Ijusttookabath.

Comewithme..

Sheleadsthewaybacktoherbedroom and

Ibanathifollowslookingaroundatthecameras

Ibanathi:arewealone?

Lindiwe:yes,Mceboisclosingattheclub

tonight.

Shesaysclosingherbedroom doorandlocking

it.

Ibanathi:okay,ItsjustthatIam notcomfortable

withusmeetingatthehouse.Anythingcan

happen,yourbrotherinlawcanshowup...



Lindiwe:youstresstoomuchandtonightisn't

aboutthat.Iwanttospoilyou.

Ibanathi:(smiling)ohreally?

Lindiwe:yes.

Shegoestoherwardrobeandcomesbackwith

agiftwrappedupnicely.

Lindiwe:openit.

Ibanathiopensitandaniphone6slandsinto

hishands.



Ibanathi:itisbeautiful.

Lindiwe:it'syours,atleastnowyoucansend

mequalitynudesandgetrideofthatMobicel

youareusing

Ibanathi:wow,areyoubeingreal?

Lindiwe:yes.Doyoulikeit?

Ibanathi:baby,Iloveit!

Lindiwe:great,showmehowmuchyou

appreciateit.

Ibaputsthephoneandboxaside,hedoesn't

wastenotimeandjumponherwithkissesas



hishandsrunalloverherbody.

Lindiweopensherlegsforhim anddugher

nailsonhisbackashethrustsinandoutofher.

Inthemiddleoftheheatedsession,Lindiwe

stopsIbaandgetofffrom bed.

Sherunstoherhugewindowandlook

downstairs.Herheartalmostdropfrom her

mouthwhensheseesherhusband'scardriving

in.

Lindiwe:shi*t!Danielishome!

Ibanathi:what?Isn'thecomingmonthend?

Lindiwe:eidon'taskmestupidquestions,grab



yourthingsandleave!

Ibaquicklyputsonhisclothesandmakesure

hedoesn'tforgethisgiftandrunoutofthe

bedroom

Hemakessuretoavoidthemaindoorand

jumpsoutoftheguestsbathroom'swindow.

Lindiwefixesthebedsprayingthewholeroom

andrushestotakeashower...

Daniel:knockknock,surprisesurprise...Guess

who'shome!Baby?MamakaMcebo?

Hesaysfrom thebedroom andLindiwe

tremblesatthebathroom tryingtoactnormal.



Lindiwe:I'm herehoney!

Sheshoutsbackandholdinherbreathasshe

hearsfootstepsapproaching...

Tobecontinued.

(Wearebackbazalwane,sponsorshipallowed,

commentsneeded,supporttosponsorswith

likesverymuchappreciated.

Let'sgetonwithit ♥ )

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter1



LINDIWE

Thebathroom dooropensandherhusband

walksinclosingitbehindhim.Hehasthis

goofysmileonhisfacethatrevealshis

handsomeness.

Thismanisaginggracefully,at45hestilllooks

likethefirsttimetheymet.Hereallytakescare

ofhimselfandofcourse,moneyisalsoadding

totheglow.

Daniel:hey,babe.Imissedyou.

Hesaysevolvingheronatighthugkissingher

neck.



Lindiwe:Imissedyoutoomyhusband.You

surprisedmetonight,Ithoughtyouwere

comingnextweek?

Daniel:ohnobabeIwon'tbearoundnextweek.

TherewasanemergencyathomesoIhadto

gocheckitout.

Lindiwe:ohIsee,iseveryonedoingfine?

Daniel:theyareallgood,theysenttheir

greetingsandcomplainedthatyouhave

abandonedthem.

Lindiwe:Iknow,IhavebeenbusybutIwill

maketimeforthem.



Daniel:great,wouldyoumaketimeforyour

husband?

Hesaystouchingherbreaststhatarepopping

outofthetowelherbodywrappedinto.

Lindiwe:love,nottonight.Im tired,IpromiseI'll

makeituptoyouinthemorning.

Daniel:nopressure,comelet'scuddlewhileyou

fillmeupwhatwentdownthismonth.Howis

Mcebo?

Theyreturntotheirbedroom andLindiwesees

acondom wrapperonthefloorandquickly

shovesitunderthebed.



Lindiwe:wellheisgoodandgrowingup

everydaytobearesponsibleyoungman.Ithink

hehasagirlfriend.

Daniel:ohreally?Abouttimehemovesonfrom

thatincident.

Lindiwe:doyouthinkhewillevermoveon?He

reallylovedthatgirlandforherdyinglikethat

crushedhim.

Daniel:probablyhewouldneverforgetbuthe

needstohealandmoveonwithlife.Heisstill

verymuchyoungandIbelievethatheisgoing

tofindloveagain.

Lindiwe:thatgirldiedpainfullythough.Please



movelove,Ineedtochangethesheets.

Daniel:buttheylookclean,canyoudothatin

themorning?

Lindiweknowingverywellwhatshegetsupto

inthosesheetsinsistsonchangingthem and

Danielisdefeated.

Sheputsonnewoneandtheygetunder

blanketsandcuddletalkingabouttheir

businessandfamily.

IBANATHI

Hedidn'tsleepawinklastnight.Excitement

andfeargottohim.Heisexcitedabouthisnew



phoneandafraidofbeingcaughtbyDaniel.

Danielisverymuchquietthanhisbrother

Dustinwhois38buteveryoneknowshow

muchhedoesn'ttoleratenonsense.

Partofhim feelsguiltyforbetrayinghisboss

likethis,whenhegothere2yearsagoafterhe

hadbeggedDanielforajobattown,hemade

surehewascomfortable.

At30,hegotemployedforthesecondtimein

hislifeafterlosinghisjob.Heiseven

overpayinghim becausethere'snothingmuch

hedoeshere.Asmuchasheisguiltyofwhat

hedoeswithLindiwe,hedoesn'tregretit.

ImeanLindiwebuyshim expensiveclothes,



givesextramoneyandlooknow,at32hehas

aniPhonelikehispeersandthesexisbomb.

Youwouldn'tsayshe's42withalltheenergy

shehas.

Hequicklyremembersaboutthecamerasand

putonhisclothesandgoesouttostartworking.

Justasheisbusythinkingofawayofgoing

insidethehouse,Danieldrivesoutinhiscar.He

stopstogreethim.

Ibanathi:awboss,youarehome?Whendidyou

arrive?

Daniel:lastnight,youdidn'thearmedrivingin?



Ibanathi:Iwentoutforfewdrinksandcame

backlate.

Daniel:ohIseenow,Ibanathi,pleasecome

close.

Hisheartstartsbeatingsofastandhedrops

hisshovelonthegroundandmakehiswayto

thecar.

Ibanathi:boss?

Daniel:tellme,haveyouseenanyunfamiliar

movementshappeningaroundthehouselately?

Ibanathi:nobossIhaven't.Why?



Daniel:(sighs)something'soffwithmywifeand

mygutfeelingtellsmesheisseeinganother

manbut....

Ibanathi:nosir,madam wouldn'tdothattoyou,

shelovesyousomuch!

Daniel:Iknow,butshe'sactingweird.ImeanI

haven'tbeenhomein3monthsbutthere'sno

excitementinseeingme.

Youknowyesterdayafterfinishingoffwithmy

meetingatmymother'shouse,Idrovelatehere

evenaftermymother'scountlesspleastosleep

overbecauseitwaslate.Alliwantedwastosee

mywifeandbewithher.

Ibanathi:eix,what'sreallytheproblem boss?



Daniel:I'm goingtotellyouthisbecauseI

believeyouandIhavemovedfrom theboss

andemployeestatusbutIregardyouasmy

brothernow.

Shedidn'twantmetotouchherlastnight,kept

onsayingshe'stiredofwhichIletitslide.This

morning,Icouldseethatshe'sdoingmeafavor,

she'snotinit.

Ibanathi:that'sbad,I'm sorrysuchishappening

toyou.Butdon'tstressaboutit,shemusthave

beensickorsomething.

Daniel:yeah,maybeI'm readingtoomuchintoit.

Youwouldtellmeiftherewassomethingshe's

doingright?



Ibanathi:(nodding)definitely,Iwouldcallyouon

thespot.

Daniel:Ibanathi,let'stalklater.Ihaveagreat

offerforyou.RightnowIneedtogototheclub.

Ibanathi:greatoffer?Pleasefillmeupbecause

Iwillgocrazytryingtofigureitout.

Daniel:yes,rememberourconversationabout

youfinishingoffyourstudies?

Ibanathi:yes?

Daniel:(smiling)soyixoxalater.Ihavetogo.



HewavesanddrivesoffleavingIbafeeling

emotional.Danielissuchakindman,whatheis

doingisnotgoodatall.

HegoestothehouseandfindLindiwedrinking

hercoffeebusyonherlaptop.

Lindiwe:heylover,rightontimeforsome

breakfast.

Shesaysquicklygettingupandopenhergown.

She'snotwearinganythingunderneath.Ibanathi

isnotevenarousedatthispointbutpissed.

Ibanathi:getdressed,wehavetotalk.

Lindiwe:okay,soundsserious.Iseverything



okay?

Ibanathi:doyouwanttogetcaught?

Lindiwe:whatareyouonabout?

Ibanathi:Danielissuspectingthatyouare

seeingsomeoneelsebecauseyouhave

suddenlyforgottenaboutyourwifeyduties.

Lindiwe:Ididn't,hecamehomeunexpectedly...

Ibanathi:Idon'tcare.Weagreedthatthiswasn't

goingtoaffectourrelationshipswithour

partners.

Danielisgoingtofollowhissuspicionandwhat



isgoingtohappenwhenhefindsoutI'm

screwinghiswife?KillmeandIleavemychild

alonewhilestillyoung?

Lindiwe:I'm sorry,I'lldobetter.

Ibanathi:Ithinkweshouldendwhateverthat's

happeningbeforethingsgetoutofhand.

Lindiwe:Ibanowyouareexaggerating.Our

thingisfun,whywouldyouwanttoenditso

soon?

Ibanathi:becauseyouaredroppingtheball.

BeforeIforget,makesureyoucleantheCCTV

footage.



Hedoesn'twaitforhertosayanythingand

leavesthehouse.Hekeepsthinkingabouthow

hurtandbrokenhisbabymamawouldbeifshe

weretolearnthethingshedoeswithhisboss's

wife.

DANIEL

Hearrivesattheclubandfindshisstaffgetting

readytokickstarttheday.Hegreetsthem and

theyareallexcitedtoseehim.Hechatswith

them forfewminutesbeforeproceedingtothe

officewherehefindshissonworking.

Mcebo:baba!(Dad)

Daniel:ndodana!(Son)



Mceboandhisfatherhugsandshakehands.

Mcebo:whendidyouarrive?

Daniel:lastnight,youdidn'tcomehome?

Mcebo:noIspentthenightinmyplace

Daniel:mhm..withwho?

Mcebo:(chuckling)aloneobviously,iwasdrunk

anddrivinghomeatthatstatewouldhavebeen

risky.Somyplacewasnearby.

Daniel:Ihearyouson,howiseverything?And

whyareyouhere?



Mcebo:Ihaveanaccountingclasstoteach

latersoIthoughtIshouldpasssometimehere

helpingmom around.

Daniel:don'tneglectyourjobfortheclub.Ifyou

wanttoworkherefulltimemakeadecision.

Mcebo:noIlovemyjobthankyouverymuch.

AknockcomesthroughthedoorandZipho

walksinwearingthenewuniform.

Zipho:goodmorninggentlemen...

Them:Morning...



Zipho:urhm I'm sorry,MceboIdidn'tknowyou

hadcompany.

Mcebo:it'sokay,DadthisisZiziphoXulu,sheis

replacingtheladywhotookhermaternityleave

andZiphothisismydad,DanielNyathi.

Zipho:pleasedtomeetyousir,I'veheardalot

aboutyou.

Daniel:goodthingsIhope?

Zipho:thebest.

Daniel:I'm gladtohearthatthenMaGxabhashe.

MceboyoucanleaveIwilltakeover.



Mcebo:thanksDad,I'llseeyoulater.

McebopickshisthingsandwalkoutwithZipho.

ZIZIPHO

PartyingwithMcebowassosomuchfun

althoughthismorningshealmostdidn'tmakeit

toherfirstdayatworkbecauseofthehangover

butshefoughthard.

Theuniform isabeautifulbuttheskirtisabit

short,revealingherthighsandtheshapeofher

roundfirm assout.

Walkingtothemanagement'sofficeshewas

hopingtoseeMcebobutshesawtheolder



finerversionofhim.

Herheartskippedabit,especiallywhenhe

openedhismouthandcalledher"

MaGxabhashe".Godblesshissoul,heissucha

fineman.

Zipho:whydidn'tyoutellmeyourdadisintown

andisthisfine?

Mcebo:(laughing)girlIwaswithyouhalfthe

nighthowwasIsupposetoknow?Andohgirl,

Lindiweuyagwazanawhenitcomestoherman.

Zipho:aiLindiwemustrestwethu,indodayakhe

issabomb.(Hermanishot)



Mcebolaughsatthatcomment.

Mcebo:please,don'ttellmeyouarethinkingof

beingmystepmom?

Zipho:well...

Mcebo:ZiphoI'llkillyou,likeseriously.Don't

eventhinkaboutit.

Ziphoseestheseriousnessonhisface.Mcebo

issoftbutrightnowhemeanseveryword.

Zipho:(chuckling)dude,relax.I'm justkidding,I

wouldn'tdothattoyou.

Mcebo:youbetter.Ihavetogonowand



prepareformyclasslater.Youaregoingtobe

fineright?

Zipho:IthinkI'llmanage.Thankyouagainfor

thisjobMcebo.Itrulyappreciateit.

Mcebo:anythingforyou.

Hekissesheronthecheekandleaves.Zipho

watchesashewalksout.Heis10/10butnot

forher.Shedoesn'twanttostartsomething

knowingverywellfinishingitwouldbea

struggle.

Mcebodeservestobelovedwholeheartedly

andbehappy,sheknowsverywellthatifshe

weretoentertaintheideathattheylookgood

together,shewasgoingtohurthim inthe



process.

Shesnapsfrom herthoughtswhenthe

managertotrainhercallshername.

Zipho:I'm sorry,rightafteryou.

Shefollowshim tothestaff'sroom.

Tobecontinued.

(Yesterdayshutdownhadmestressinglike

crazy,IthoughtIwouldneverseeyouagain.

Let'sbealiveandshowthatwearestillgiven

anotherchanceandcommentontheinserts)

BONESOFMYHEART



Chapter2

MCEBO

Drivingfrom theclubtohisapartmenthehas

beenthinkingabouttheirconversationwith

Zipho.

Itclickstohim howhereactedtoherjokeabout

herbeinghisstepmom thatheactuallylikesthe

girlmorethanhecanadmittoit.

Helikeshermorethanjustfriends,hewantsto

holdherlonger,kissheronherbeautifullips

thancheeks,layheronhischestandtellher

howmuchhelovesher.



Ziphoisabeautifulgirl,onethinghelovesthe

mostaboutherit'showshelovesherfamily,

motherandsister.

Hewouldlistentoherspeakaboutthem and

howmuchshewantstomakethem proud.

Comingfrom afamilythatprioritizeloveand

unity,hefoundsuchverybeautifultowatchand

listensto.

Althoughshedoesn'twanthim topinchinand

help,heapplaudsherforkeepingitrealand

holdingitupthusfar.Alreadyheisthinking

abouthookingherupwithajobassoonasshe

graduates.

Hegetstohisplaceandclearupthelounge

openingwindows.Hisphoneringsfrom his

pocket,hesmilesansweringthecall.



It'sDustin'sson,Zamanicalling.

Mcebo:bafo(brother)

Zamani:brother,howareyoudoing?

Mcebo:I'm doinggood,what'sup?

Zamani:Ineedafavor,ahugeone.

Mcebo:I'm notbailingyououtthistime,

whateverthecase,dealwithit.

Zamani:nomarnrelax,Ineedkeystoyour

apartmentthat'sall.



Mcebo:Itoldyoulasttimethatmyapartment

isn'tabrotheltobringingirls!Peoplewill

assumeyouandIarethesame.

Zamani:youworryalotaboutwhatother

peoplewillsay.Pleaseboy...

Mcebo:Ithinkit'shightimeIconvinceyour

fathertoallowyoutomoveout.

Zamani:youknowhewon'tdothatuntilIturn

21whichis8monthsaway.Bepatient,I'm

almostthere.

Mcebo:andinthemeantimeIshouldsuffer?

Yougetallowanceseverymonth,bookyourself

ahotel.



Zamani:it'sforthelasttimeboy,Ipromise.

Mcebosighsrubbinghiseyesrealisingthathe's

notgoingtowinhere.

Mcebo:makesureyouleaveeverythingasyou

havefoundit.I'llleavethekeyinthebathroom

window.

Zamani:wadlalaNyathi,thankyoubrother.

Mcebodropsthecallandrestsonhiscouch.

Zamaniisverytroublesomelikehisfatherwho

hadhim whenhewas18.

Dustinbeatshim everynowandthenbuthe



alwaysprovestoturnsworse.Theonlyperson

ZamanilistenstoisDaniel,Itisknownthathe

onlyspeaksonceandsh*thappens.

Hescrollsdownhisphonelookingattherecent

pictureshetookwithZipho.Somethingabout

hersmiletriggershim.

Guns,screams,cries,wheelsscratchinganda

poolofbloodfloodshismindasapainfulevent

flashesback.Hecloseshiseyesandblockhis

earstoblockthepainfulcryfrom thegirlhe

waswithbeinggangrapedinfrontofhim while

hewastieduponachairandbeatenroughly.

Mcebo:IfailedyouAyandamylove..Icouldn't

protectyou.I'm sosorry..I'm sorry.



Hekeepsonrepeatingthosewordsrocking

himselfbackandforthuntilhefeelsbetter.He

quicklygetsupandgoestohisbedroom to

changeandleaveforuniversity.

LINDIWE

AftertheconversationshehadwithIbanathi

earlier,sherealizedsheneededtodobetter.

Shedoesn'thavefriendsexceptbusiness

associatesandshecannotshareher

shenaniganswiththem becausetheycaneasily

sellherout.

SheisclosetoLumka,Daniel'slittlesisterbut

thereisnowayshecansayathing,that'sher

brother!



HerandDanielhavebeenmarriedfor25years.

Itwasloveatfirstsight.Shestillremember

howblownawayshewaswhenshemethim

ridingabicyclefrom shops.

Helookedhandsome,stillisandheswepther

feetawaywithhissmoothtongue.Shefellfor

him deeply.

Daysafterthatshewouldsneakoutofher

housetoseehim andalluntilherparentsfound

out.Theydidn'tliketherelationshipatall

becauseDanielwasregardedasbroke.They

weren'trichatherhousebutfinancialwise,they

werebetterthanDanielwhosemotherhadto

fendforabetterlifeof3ofthem.



Astheysay,loveconquersall,shefoughtfor

theirloveandtheygotmarriedayearlater.Her

mom criedhereyesoutsayingherdaughteris

goingtodieofpoverty.

Firstyearinmarriagewasfunforthem,they

spentsomuchtimetogetherandmadelovea

lot.Mcebowasconceivedandasifhisname

wasaprophecy,wealthstartedcomingtheir

way.

Danielhadtookachanceinplayinglottoand

wonsomemoney.Itwasn'talotofmoneybutit

wasafoundationofeverythingtheyhavetoday.

Heinvesteditinhishome,familyandtogether

withDustintheystartedsmallbusinessessuch

ascarwash,chesanyamaandasupermarket.

Withremainingcents,Danieltookhimselfand



hissiblingstocollegeandwiththe

qualificationsheobtained,chesanyamagave

birthtoaclubwhilethecarwashresultedin

them buildingapetrolgarage.

Sincethenthingslookedupforthem,now

Danielworksandhasasteadysalarywhilethe

businessesalsoprofitmoneyontheside.

Shedoesn'tdomuchotherthanlookingpretty

andoverseethebusinessinherhusband's

name(Theclubandchesanyama).

ShelovesDanielalot,doesn'tseeherself

withouthim andintheyearsofbeingmarriedto

him,theyhaven'thadanycheatingcase.

Althoughthroughdistanceshewouldsuspect



heisseeingsomeonebutshenevergotproof

ofitevenafterfollowingit.

Howshefellintotemptationissomethingshe

stillquestionsherselftillthisday.She

remembersherhusbandreturninghomefrom

townwithIbanathi2yearsago.

Helookeddirtyandhungryitwasashame.Her

husbandaskedshedishedupforhim andthen

toldherhewasgoingtohelparoundthehouse.

Shedidn'twanthim atallandinsistedthatthey

didn'tneedhim butherhusbandtoldherit'snot

aboutneedinghim butgivinghim ajobandthat

it'sgoingtobetemporarywhilehelooks

somethingbetterforhim.



SheagreedandIbanathimovedtothesmall

cottageatthebackandsheobservedwhilehe

worked.

Hewasverydedicatedandrespectful.Oneday

itwassohot,hetookoffhist-shirtandworked

topless.Theabsandthev-lineonhisbody

madeherthirstyanddirty.

ShestartedhavingdirtyimaginationaboutIba,

itgotworsewhenshemasturbatedwhile

fantasizingabouthim.

Onedaysheinvitedhim tothehouseandmade

thefirstmoveathim.Shewasscaredofhim

rejectingherbuthedidn't.Sincethen,theyhave

beenseeingeachothersecretlyandsheloves

everymomentofit.



Itisnotaboutherhusband'spoorperformance

inbed,no.Danielisastallion,it'smoreabout

havinganewfunandkeepingherself

entertainedwhilehubbyisaway.Shehave

neverbeenwithanyoneelseexcepther

husbandsothisisallnewandexcitingtoher.

Shesnapsquicklyoutofherthoughtsand

finishessettingupthetable.Hereventsmaking

skillscomingtoplayasshelookedattheset

impressed.

ShepicksupherphoneanddialDaniel.

Daniel:babe?

Lindiwe:heylove,Iam tryingtofindouthowfar



areyoufrom home?

Daniel:justleftclubnowandonmyway.

Lindiwe:okaybabe,seeyousoon.

Shegoestoherbedroom andfixherweaveand

herdress.Bythetimeshefinishapplyingher

lipstick,shehearshiscardrivinginanddecides

togobringthefood.

Hewalksin,hisaurafillingthewholehouse.

Sheattackshim withahugandhedrops

everythingandhugsherbackpickingherup.

Lindiwe:I'vegainedfewkilospleasedon'tdrop

me.



Daniel:indlovuayisindwaumbokowayo(Iwill

manage)

Hecarrieshertothecouchandmakeshersit

ontopofhim.Shebrusheshisfacelookingat

him,Godgaveherahandsomemanshameno

cap.

Lindiwe:howwaswork?

Daniel:itwasokay,Iam happywitheverything.

Youandyoursonaredoingagreatjob.

Lindiwe:I'm gladyouarepleasedwith

everything.Icooked,letmedishup...



Daniel:speakingofourson,hesaidhewas

comingovertonight...

Hestopsandlickhislipsstaringather

cleavage.

Daniel:soIwasthinkinghowaboutweskip

dinnerandheadstraighttodessert?Imeanit

wouldbenicehavingdinnerasafamily...

Lindiwesmilesinacknowledgementandgets

offfrom him.Sheunzipsherdressanditfalls

onthefloor.

Shestandsnakedinfrontofhim withonlyher

blacklacypantiesandmatchingbraon.Daniel

getsupfrom thecouchslowlyandpullher

closertohim.



REMOVED

YANGA

Sheiswalkingtoherhousefrom thetuckshop

whensheseesMcebo'scarbehindher.

Hehootsforhercomegetinandfindsanother

hotbrotherwhointroduceshimselfasZamani.

Theydropthem offfewhousesawaybecause

theydon'twanttheirneighborstalkingandtell

theirmom lies.

WalkinginsidetheirhouseYangaasksZipho

aboutthehandsomenessoftheNyathibrothers.



Zipho:youshouldseeMcebo'sdad...Yinhle

leyachap,I'm sureZamani'sfatherisashot.

Yanga:yoohha.a..theseguysarehellafinemy

Lord!Anyways,howwasyourfirstdayatwork?

Zipho:itwasfine,Imettheowner.Yoohloya

bhutineh,hecalledmebymyclanname...

Yanga:"bhuti"?Thatmanisoldenoughtobe

yourdad!Howoldishevele?

Zipho:18with27yearsexperience.

Yanga:whatthef*ckisthat?



Zipho:youareyoung,youwouldn'tunderstand.

Yanga:Zipho,Ihopeyouarenotplanningon

seducingMcebo'sdad?

Zipho:seduce?Me?AwholeZiphoXulu

seducingaman?Angekemntase!Indodawill

cometomebecausehewantsme,period.

Yanga:youaresuchabaddie!!

Zipho:me?I'm veryinnocent.Let'sgetstarted

onthepotsbeforeMaXulugetshereandloses

it.

Thesistersstartsonthepotsandthe

discussionduringthecookisMrNyathisenior



andhisboy'slooks.Yangaseemstobetaken

byZamaniandasksZiphoabouthim...

DANIEL

Hewalksintheclubwhistling,everyonecantell

thatthebossisinagoodmood.

Imeanwhywouldn'the?Hegotitallandwell

from lastnightandthismorning.Hismoodis

justified.

Countinghisstaffsilently,henoticesthatthe

newgirlisnotwiththem andittwaypast

clockingintime.

Heleavesamessagetooneofthem toinform



hertocometotheofficeassoonasshearrives.

Hespendsthenexthourworkinguntilaknock

comesthroughthedoor.Shewalksinlooking

spooked.

Zipho:MrXulu,Iam sorryforcominginlate,I

didreporttoMcebo...

Daniellooksatherfrom headtotoescutting

herfrom talking.

Daniel:Iunderstandthatyouandmysonare

closebutthisismybusinessand

professionalism isamusthere.

Ifyouaregoingtobelate,inform yourmanager



aboutit.Doweunderstandeachother?

Zipho:yes,yesI'm sorryItwon'thappenagain.

Danielsighsandpointsachairforhertosit

down.

Daniel:whathappened?Youlookshaken.

Zipho:onthewaytoworkthismorning,there

wasahugeaccidentthatresultedintopeople

dyingaroundus.I'veneverseensomething

horrifyinglikethat,evenfrom themovies.

Daniel:wheredoyoustay?

Zipho:IstayinAlex,Gomora.



Daniel:andyoutravelallthewayfrom Alexto

thisside?

Zipho:Ineedthisjobandit'snotthatfar.

DanielpageshisiPadandseesthehorrifying

accidentontrendingnews.

Daniel:doyouwanttogohomeandregroup?

Youdolookshaken.

Zipho:Iwillbefine.Ishouldgobacktowork.

ShegetsupandheadstothedoorandDaniel

callsforher,sheturnsandlookathim.



Daniel:howdoyougethomebecauseweknock

offverylatehereandyouaretheonlyperson

whostayssofar?

AllmystaffstaysaroundthecornerhenceI

neverworryabouttheirtransportation.

Zipho:Mcebodroppedmehomeyesterday

becauseheinsistedtobuttaxisarealways

available.

Daniel:doyouunderstandthatwhenitgets

busyheresometimesyouwillknockoffat

11pm and3am inthemorning?Youwanttotell

methatyouaregoingtotakeataxifrom

sandtontoAlexat3am?

Zipho:iftherearenotaxisavailableI'lltaxify.



Daniel:andbethestatisticofgirlsmissing?

Look,gobacktoworkI'llseewhatIarrangefor

youtransportwise.

Zipho:thankyouMrNyathi...

Daniel:it'stheleastIcandotoensureyouare

safeMaGxabhashe...

Asmileformsonherface,shenodsandwalk

outofhisoffice...

Tobecontinued.

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter3



DANIEL

Him andMceboarehelpingthestaffatthe

backoftheclubgettingthealcoholcratesfrom

thedeliverytrucktothestoreroom.

Ifthere'sonethinghisemployeeslovesabout

Danielisthatheishandson,doesn'tpullthe

"I'm theboss"cardbutwouldratherfoldhis

shirtandhelpwherevernecessary.

Aftercountingthestockandsatisfied,they

washtheirhandsandheadstothecarforsome

differentmealfrom theclubfood.

Mcebo:Ziphotoldmeyougaveheranearfulfor

beinglateyesterday.I'm sorrydadIwasabout



topassitontoJomo.

Daniel:it'sokay,Ievenmovedonfrom it.Ijust

wantedtomakesurethatshegetshow

professionalwearehere.

Mcebo:shesuredoes.

Daniel:tellme,whydidyouhireherwhileshe's

sofar?Didyoumakemeansofarranginga

transportforher?

Mcebo:Iwasstillgoingtotacklethatbefore

youarrived.Sheneededthisjobfather.She's

thefirstborndoingher3rdyearinaccounting.

Hermotherisastreetvendorandistheone

responsibleforherfees.Idon'tunderstandwhy

tillthisdayshehasn'tbeenapprovedofany



bursarybutyeahthat'sthesituation.

Daniel:Isee.WellIwillgetoneofourdriversto

doapickupanddropoffforher.

Mcebo:thankyoufather.Thatwouldbereally

appreciated.

Theyarriveattheirseafoodfavoriterestaurant

andplacetheirorders.

Daniel:tellme,areyouguysfriendsordating?

Yourmothertoldmeshewasatthehousethe

otherday.

Mcebo:yourgirlfriendisextrashame.Itoldher

wearejustfriends,there'snothingmoretoit.



Daniel:isit?Ihaveseenthewayyoulookather,

itisnotbrotherlyorfriendly.Justbehonest

withme.IpromiseIwon'tjudge.

Mcebo:(sighs)Ilikeher,aloteven.Ireallywish

shecouldbemorethanjustafriendtomebutI

am scared.

Daniel:whatareyouscaredof?

Mcebo:failingherorhurtingher.Idon'tthinkI

am mentallystableenoughtogetintoanother

relationship.

Daniel:Ihaveanotherquestionforyou.When

didyoutwobecamefriendsagain?



Mcebo:urhm,it'sbeenayearand6months.I

sawherattheUniversityandsheremindedme

somuchofAyanda.Ithentriedtotalktoher

andshewasassweetweclicked.

Daniel:mhmm..Isee.

Mcebo:whydoyoulookworried?

Daniel:sonlook,Ireallywantyoutomoveon

andbehappyagainbecausewhathappenedto

youwaspainfulanditwasnotyourfault.

Ireallywanttoseeyouhappyagainandget

married.Idon'thaveaproblem withyouliking

thisXulugirlbutIwantyoutodoitfortheright

reasons.



From whatIhavegathered,youapproachedher

becauseshesomehowhasAyandasimilarities

ofwhichInoticed.Skintone,height,bodyand

allbutyouseriouslycannotpursueherbecause

youwantanreplacementforAyanda.

Youknowwhat'sgoingtohappennext?She's

notgoingtomeetandfitthedeadorfillthegap

andyouaregoingtolooseit.

Andthenwhat?Youwillstartabusingthepoor

girlordowhatever.Ifyouloveher,loveherfor

whosheis,acceptherthewaysheisandhow

shedoesthings.Don'tprojectAyanda's

personalityontoher.

Mcebosighsandcloseshiseyes.Hisdadis



right,inawayhedidn'trealizethathewants

ZiphotobelikeAyanda.Evenwhenhespokeof

thismodellingthingofwhichAyandalovedand

wasaproatit,hewantedtofinishoffthegoals

andpromiseshemadetoAyandatoZipho.

Danielholdshisson'shand.

Daniel:youaregettingbetter,takeallthetime

youneedtogetbacktoyourself.Makesureyou

havehealedcompletely,gooutthereand

mingle,datebutmakesureyouarenotlooking

foranotherAyanda.

Mcebo:IhearyouDad.

Daniel:doyoustillattendyourcounseling

sessions?



Mcebo:no,Istoppedafterfeelingbetter.

Daniel:pleasegoback,unpackallthesethings

toyourdoctor.

Mcebonodsandtheirfoodarrives.

IBANATHI

Hezipshisbagandputitontopofthebed.

TodayisFridayandheisgoinghome.

Heisexcitedtoseehisdaughterandgirlfriend.

AknockcomesthroughthedoorandLindiwe

walksincarryingplasticbags.



Lindiwe:hi,Isawthedoorhalfopenedand

knewyouhaven'tleft.Here,Igotthisforyou.

Shehandshim theplastics,Ibalooksather,

she'swearingashortdresswithsandals.He

takestheplasticsandlookinsidethem.

It'sclothesfrom Earthchildforhisbabygirl.

Ibanathi:youarebuyingmydaughterclothes

now?

Lindiwe:IwaspassingthroughtheshopsandI

couldn'thelpit.Theywerejustsocute.I

thoughtshewouldlookperfectinthem.

Ibanathi:Lindiwe...



Shetakesastepclosertohim andholdhisarm.

Lindiwe:Iunderstandyouaremadatmefornot

treatingDanielrightbutwearegoodnow.We

fixedthings.

Ibanathi:that'sgreat,keepitup.

Lindiwe:Imissyou,Imissus.Thepasttwo

dayshavebeenhardseeingyouignoringme.

Please,forgiveme.IpromiseIwon'tdropthe

ballagain...

Herhandsgoestohispantsandshetouches

hismember.Ibanathibreathesheavily..



Ibanathi:Lindiwe...

Lindiwe:justonefortheroad.

Ibanathipantsdropsonthefloor,hegrabsthe

condom from thedressingtabledrawerandput

iton.Hemakeherholdontothedressingtable,

pullingherdressupandhititfrom behindin

fastanddeeppace.

Theybothclimaxhighandfixthemselves

panting.

Lindiwe:Icandropyouoffatthetaxirank.

Ibanathi:Iwillbefine,thanks.



Lindiwe:okaythen,seeyouMonday.

Shegiveshim akissandwalkoutoftheroom.

Ibanathisighs,it'slikeheispossessedbythis

woman.Hecan'tgetenoughandbestrong

enoughtotellherNO.

ZIPHO

Sheisgettinghangofthingsaroundtheclub.

Herhoursarenothecticastheystillallowher

tostudyandattendherclasses.

Shehadjustarrivedforher7pm-01am shift

whenshebumpintoDanielleaving.

Daniel:Zipho,canIhaveawordwithyou?



Ziphogoestohim ashelearnbyhiscar.

Zipho:goodafternoonMrNyathi.Iseverything

okay?

Daniel:everythingisfine.IspoketoMceboand

wearrangedyourtransportation.Thisisyour

driver.

Hehandsherthecardwithallthedetails.

Zipho:thisis...Thankyou.

Daniel:youarewelcome.Mcebotoldmewhy

youaskedforthisjobandI'm impressed,ina

wayourbackgroundaresimilar.Iam alsoa



productofastreetvendor.

Zipho:areyouserious?

Daniel:yessoIwanttoencourageyoutokeepit

up,focusandmakesureyoudowellatschool.

Trustme,allwillcomeandgobutnoonewill

evertakeyourqualificationawayfrom you.

Zipho:thankyousir,Iam reallyinspired.

Daniel:nottoprybut,whathappenedtoyour

father?

Zipho:onedayhewokeupanddecidedmy

mom,sisterandIweren'tgoodenoughforhim.

Heisaperfectfatherandhusbandelsewhere



withanotherwoman.

IknowhateisastrongwordbutIhatethatman

foreverythingheputourmotherthrough.

Makingherraiseusalonewhilehegalavanted

aroundwithanotherwoman.

Daniel:forgetabouthim andworkhardto

changeyourhomesituation.Youarecapable

andnothingcanstopyouaslongasyouset

yourmindandgoaltoit.

Zipho:thankyousir,ImeanIneededtohear

that.

Daniel:andaboutmyson,don'thurthim.



Ziphofrownsabitconfusedbutnodsin

agreement.Danielturnsandgetinsidehiscar

startingit.

Daniel:goinsideandwork.Haveagreat

evening.

Zipho:youtoo.

Zipholeavesandwalkinsidetomeetthe

managerJomo.Shegreetshim withasmile.

Jomo:youandtheboss...Iseey'all.

Zipho:pardon?

Jomo:helikesyou.



Zipho:(rollinghereyes)Iam goingtogochange

andputthisonmylockerandstartworking.

Sheleaveshim hanging,sheisnotaboutto

entertainamanthatgossips.Wtf!

Tobecontinued.

(Apologiesforyourbonusyesterday.Ifell

asleepIwasverytired.Itisgoingtocomein

today...

Pleaselikeandcommentoninserts.Notto

forgettopushoursponsor'sposts.Thankyou

♥ )

BONESOFMYHEART



Chapter4

MCEBO

Zamaniisaroundtheclubandheisobserving

howMceboislookingatZiphotalkingto

customers.

Zamani:youlikethatgirl,don'tyou?

Mcebo:Ido,Ireallydo.

Zamani:Iam sensinga"but".

Mcebo:Idon'tknowmarn.Iam soconfused



andsoscared.

Zamani:scaredofwhat?Sincewhenareyou

afraidofgirls?

Mcebo:I'm notafraidofgirlsyouknowthat.

Whatifthesamethingthathappenedto

Ayanda...

Zamani:yoohmfe2,don'tdothat.Okay?

AyandaisgoneandIbelievethatshewould

haveloveditifyoumovedonwithyourlife.

Iunderstandthatwhathappenedshookyoubut

atleastyouhavebeengivenasecondchance

tolive.Ifyoulikethisgirlmorethanafriend,tell

her.



Mcebo:andwhatifshe'snotthere?Idon'tthink

Iam strongenoughtohandlethatrejection

Zamani:(shakinghisheaddrinkinghisbeer)

yourproblem isyoudatetomarryatsucha

youngage.Youaresupposedtohave5

girlfriendseatingatthepalm ofyourhand.

It'seveneasierwithyou,ajuniorlecturelikeyou.

Thereisplentyofoptions.

Mcebo:Iam notlikeyou.Onewomanisenough

forme.

Zamani:okaykeonewomanwonder.Make

surethatyoutellthisgirlyouhavehotsforher

beforesomeonecomeandsnatchherrightin

frontofyou.



Ziphowalksuptothem carryinghertray.Her

smileisreachingherears.

Zipho:BoJola,nisaseright?(Gentlemen,are

youstillgood?)

Zamani:wegoodMama,infactIthinkIhaveto

leave.

Mcebo:now?

Zamani:yes,IneedtoseeiMama..I'llseeyou

guys.

HequicklydisappearsandMceboisleftwith

Zipho.



Zipho:howmanygirlfriendsdoeshehave?

Mcebo:Idon'tknow,really.

Zipho:I'm worried,mysisterseemstolikehim.

Mcebo:(whistling)arecipefordisaster.

Bazomuhurda..

Zipho:shewillbestrongIguess.Letmego

backtoworkbeforepeoplereporttoyourdad

thatIslackandtalktoyouduringworkinghours.

Mcebo:beforeyouleave,there'ssomethingI

wanttotellyou.



Zipholooksathim attentivelyandMcebofeels

weakonhisknees.Hesmilestryingtoeaseup

thetension.

Zipho:Iam listening...

Mcebo:Iwantedtofindoutifyouhavegiven

thatmodellingthingathought.

Zipho:ohthat,Mcebo,Idon'twanttobea

model.

Mcebo:butwhy?Doyouknowtheopportunities

thatcouldopenupforyou?I'm talkingabout

international...

Zipho:Mcebo,Idon'twantit!Idon'twanttobe



amodel,canwedropthissubject?

Mcebo:girlyouarereallymissingout...

Zipho:what'stheobsessionofgettingmetobe

amodel?

Mceborealisesheispushingtoofarand

swallowhissaliva.

Mcebo:I'm sorryifIcametoopushy...

Zipho:yousurelydidandIdon'tappreciateit.

Mcebo:IjustthinkyoucanreallybegreatbutI

willrespectyourdecisionandwon'tpushtoo

hard.



Zipho:thankyou.

Mcebo:peacemakinghug?

Ziphosmilesandtheyshareatighthugthat

takeslongerthanusual.

Zipho:Mcebo...?

Mcebo:yes?

Zipho:wearegoodfriendsright?

Mcebo:yeah,sure.Bestiesforlife.



Zipho:(smiling)I'm gladweareinthesame

page.YouarethebestbigbrotherI'vealways

wishIhad.Iappreciateyou,rememberthat

always.

Shebrusheshischeeksandwalkbacktoher

tablesleavingMcebodigestingherwords.

LINDIWE

ShekeepsoncheckingherWhatsApphoping

foramessagefrom Ibatellingherhearrived

homesafelyyesterdayandthatthebabyloved

theclothes.

Thereisnothinglikethatinsteadsheseesa

snapofhim andhisfamily.Theyarelooking

reallybeautiful,thankstothevividiphonefilter.



Shezoomsthepicturetryingtolookdeepinto

thebabymama.

Lindiwe:(murmursalone)sheisnotthatpretty,

I'm sureeventhisyellownessiscausedbyfilter.

"Who'snotyellow?"

Avoiceasksaroundthekitchenandshelooks

upstartledandseesDustinandsuddenlygets

bored.

Hedoesn'tevenwaitforhertoanswerhim and

opensthefridgetakingoutacolddrink.

Lindiwe:outofalltheNyathichildren



Dimakatsohad,youaretheonewholacks

mannersthemost!Whathappenedtoknocking

andwaittobeservedasaguest?

Dustin:aguest?Aibosisi,kukwaNyathilana,I

don'thavetotiptoewhenIenter.

Lindiwe:wellthisismyhousetooandyouhave

toshowsomerespect!

Dustin:speakingofrespect,whatgivesyouthe

righttocallmymotherbyhername?

Lindiwe:itwasaslipofatongue.

Dustin:makesurethattongueofyoursdoesn't

slipagainbecauseIam goingtochopitoffthat



disrespectfulmouthofyours.

Lindiwekeepsquietbecausesherealizesthat

onewordit'sgoingtobeawar.Theydon'tget

alonganditstartedwhenhefoundherwithIba

inthehousetogetherverylate.Hecame

unannouncedasusual.

Theyweren'tdoinganythingsuspiciousandshe

managedtotwistastorybuthedidn'tlikeitone

bit.HechasedIbanathioutandthreatenedto

shoothim shouldhefoundhim insidehis

brother'shousethatlateagain.

Dustin:whereismybrother?

Lindiwe:am Iyourbrother'skeeper?Youdidn't

evengreetmeandnowyouareaskingforyour



brother?

Dustin:Ican'twaitforthedayDanielwillsee

youforwhoyouare.Listen,Iwillbehereready.

Andguesswhat,heisgoingtomarryayoung

freshthingthatwilltreathim rightthewayhe

deserves.Uyadelelawenaandhavegotten

reallycomfortableandtoobigforyourboots.

Lindiwe'sfacewearfearallover.Onething

aboutDustinisthatmostofthetimehiswords

comestolife.Ithasbeensaidsomanytimes

thatheshouldhavebeenaprophet.

Hesaidittoherthatdaythatheknowsandcan

seethatsheisscrewingIbanathibutwillnever

gotoDanielaboutitwithoutaproofbecausehe



wouldbeseem assomeonejealousanda

homewrecker.

Shequicklydismisswhathesaysbyreminding

herselfthatDanielisn'tlikehim.Helovesher

andonlyher.

ShortlyDanielwalksinandtheyshakehands

greetingeachother.

Daniel:Ididn'tknowyouwerecomingover,I

wasgoingtoaskMcebotojoinus.

Dustin:Icametoseeyou,Mceboiswith

Zamani.Lettheyounggenerationbetogether

whilewealsobondastheoldgeneration.



Daniel:(laughing)Isee.Mama,canyouplease

prepareusasnack?Nothingheavybut

somethingtochewonwhilewehavetwoor

threebeers.Youknowmybrotherlovesmeat.

LindiwescreamssilentlythatDustinshould

haveeatenattheCluborChesanyama.She

putsonasmileandnodsatherhusband.

Lindiwe:Iwillgetintoitmyhusband.

YANGA

Shelooksatherselfonemoretimebefore

steppingoutofthehouseandwalktosee

Zamani.HeisdrivinghiswhiteVW TDI.The

wayithasbeenwhipped,pantiesdropsbefore

youcanevenenter.



Gettinginsidethecarsheiswelcomedbya

warm hugthatleaveshiscolognealloverher.

Zamani:urightbaby?

Yanga:I'm good,wena?

Zamani:Iam goodtoo.

Hestartsthecaranddrivesaway.Shesearched

him onhissocialmediapagesandfoundhim.

Theystartedchattingandhonestlytheygot

alongandhititoffimmediately.Shelikeshim,a

lot.



Zamani:whatwouldyouliketoeat?

Yanga:urhm,anything...

Zamani:pleasenamewhatyouwanttoeator

elseI'm goingtodrivewithyouwithoutbuying

nothing.

Yanga:wecanhaveMacDonald,Iloveit.

Zamani:thatwasn'tsohardwasit?

Hepullsthroughbythemallandhitthedrive

through.TheybuylargeMacfeastandice

cream forher,Zamanisaysheisfineasheate

attheclubrecently.



Yanga:wherearewegoing?

Zamani:Mcebo'splace,wearegoingtochill

thereandhavesomefun.

Herheartstartsbeatingfast,thisguyisn't

thinkingofsleepingwithhertodayright?

Theyweresupposedtogotosomewherenice

wheretheywouldtalkandgettoknoweach

otherbetter.

ButmaybetheyaregoingtodothatatMcebo's

apartment.Maybeheisanintrovertanddoesn't

likespotlight,prefersaprivateintimatemoment

wheretheycanhavedecentconversationsat.



Shesmilesalittleandeathericecream feeling

Zamanistealinglooksather.

Tobecontinued...
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Chapter5

ZAMANI

TheyfinallygettoMcebo'splace.Sinceheisat

theclub,heknowsthathehasenoughtime

withhis2ktoplayaround.

Zamani:urhm,makeyourselfcomfortableand

putonwhateverchannelyouwanttowatch.I'm

goingtotakeashowerandberightback



Yanga:(smiling)okay.

Hewinksatherafterstealingakissand

disappears.

Insidetheshowerhewhistlesinajollymood,

excitedaboutthefunheisabouttohavewith

Yanga.Hecantellthatsheisabitnaivenyana

andthere'ssomeinnocenceinherunlikeZipho.

Thatoneyoucantellthatsheisforthestreets

henceMcebofearsher.Helaughsatthat

thought.Heneedstotrainhisbrother,ayikho

lentoyakheyokubhayiza.

Aftershower,heputsononlyhisboxer,

sleepersandhiscologne.Hecheckshisbed



andmakesurethere'senoughcondoms

stashedonthedrawernexttohisbed.

Hegoesbacktotheloungeandfindher

laughingatwhateverjokefrom theTV.

Zamani:erhsweets,I'm donebathing.Wecan

comechillinmyroom.

Yanga:oh,okay.

Shegetsuppickingherbagandfollowshim.

Heleadsherinsideandlockthedoortakingher

handtothebed.

Yanga:whyareyounotdressed?



Zamani:what'sthepointbabeifI'm goingto

takethem off?Takeoffyourshoesandgetin

thebed.

Yangalooksathim foramomentbeforedoing

astold.Shegetsinthebedfullydressed,

Zamanirealizesthatitisgoingtobealong

afternoon.

Zamani:whyareyousofar?Comelayonmy

chest.

Hewrapshishandsaroundherbodykissingher

forehead.

Zamani:yougood?



Yanga:I'm fine.

Zamani:I'm glad.

Heliftsherchinupandstareatherbeautiful

roundeyes,drawsherfaceclosertohisand

smashhislipsontohers.

Theresponsefrom herisgreat,showsthatshe

hasanexperienceininthedepartment.His

handsarequicktotouchheralloverandgoes

tothezipofherbeltbutshestopshim.

Yanga:please,wait.

Zamani:isthereaproblem?



Yanga:No,butcanwetalkabit?

Zamani:talkaboutwhat?

Yanga:us,ourfuture,yourintentionsforme,

shortterm goalsforthisrelationship,yourlove

language?

Zamani:(chucklingfrustrated)youarekidding

meright?

Yanga:I'm not,kantiarewenotheretogetto

knoweachotherbetter?

Zamani:knowyourbodybetter,yes!

Yanga:what?!



Zamani:Yanga,whatdoyouthinkthisis?Some

TylerPerrymovie?

Yanga:Ithoughtyoulikeme,thatyouare

interestedinknowingthekindofpersonIam

beforejumpingintobedwithme.

Zamani:yoohmsindisiwami!Whattheheck

wasIdoingwithama2k?

Yanga,Iam reallynotinterestedinthischitchat

youwantustohave.Iam amanofaction,I

believeinprovingmylovetoyoubyactually

makinglovetoyounottalking.

Comeonbaby,letmein.Lookatme,Iam dying.



Yangalooksathisboxersandshakeherhead.

Yanga:noZamani,wearegoingtodothisright.

Zamani:whatisthepoint?Aftertalkingwestill

goingtohavesex..

Yanga:notifyouranswersdoesn'tsatisfyme.

Zamani:soyouwantmetobegyou?Like

seriouslyyouenjoyseeingmesuffer?You

approachedmejusttoembarrassmeby

playinghardtoget?Inthisage?

Yanga:(teary)Zamanithat'snottrue,Ireallydo

likeyoubut...



Zamani:butwhat!?Huh?Butwhat?Nxxyou

wastedmytimefornothing!Doyouknowhow

manyladieswanttobewithmeatthismoment?

Letmeshowyou!

Hegrabshisphoneandshowshermessages

andrespondtoonethatheisonthewaytopick

herup.

Yanga:(crying)whyareyoudoingthisZamani?

Zamani:(gettingdressed)youaredoingthis

yourselfbabygirl.Ain'tgotnotimeforthese

games.

Yanga:pleasedon'tgo.



Shepleadsholdinghishand.

Zamani:arewegoingtohavesexifIstay?

YangalooksdownandZamanichucklespicking

hiskeysandyankinghishandoffYanga.

Zamani:yougottimeforjokes.Lockthe

burglaryonyourwayout.

Yanga:wait,howam Igoingtogethome?I

don'thavetransportmoney.

Zamani:howisthatmybusiness?



Yanga:Zamani?!

Hegivesheraboredlookandwalksoutofthe

bedroom.Yangaletthetearsrolldownherface.

Shewaitsandwaitshopingthatheisgoingto

comebackandgetherbuthedoesn't.

MCEBO

Hedecidedtogotohisplaceandrest.This

eveningwasn'tgoingthewayhehad

anticipatedandhedidn'twanttoruinitfurther.

Walkingintohisapartment,herealisesthedoor

isn'tlocked.Walkingfurtherinsidehesees

Yangaonthecouchcrying.



Shequicklysitsupwhenseeinghim andwipe

hertears.

Mcebo:Yanga,whatareyoudoinghere?

Yangaexplainsthesituationtohim andMcebo

clickhistongue.Zamaniumjwayelakabi.

Mcebo:andwhereisherightnow?

Yanga:inthebedroom withanothergirlhe

camebackwith.

Mcebo:what?GowaitformeinthecarIam

goingtodropyouoff.

Yangapicksherbagandrushesoutsideand



Mcebogoestotheguestbedroom.Toconclude

thatZamaniiscrazy,thedoorisn'tlocked.

McebowalksontothegirlontopofZamani

workingherwaistlikesheispossessed.She

screamsandjumpstotheothersidecovering

herbodywithsheetsseeingMcebo.

McebograbsthenakedZamanifrom thebed

andthrowtwomeanpunchesathisfacebefore

throwinghim onthegroundandkickhim hard

onhisballs.Zamanicrawlsatthecorner

groaninginpain.

Mcebo:Itoldyouthisisn'tabrothel.Yangais

Zipho'ssister,howcanyoudothistoher?Inmy

space?Getyourwhoreandleavemyplacethis

minute.



Hesnatcheshisapartmentkeysfrom Zamani's

keyholdersandwalkoutoftheroom.

Minuteslaterthegirlrunsoutofthehouse

holdinghershoesandZamanifollowslimping

hiswayout.

Mcebowatchesthem drinkingcoldwaterfrom

thefridge.

Zamani:Bafo,I'm sorryIunderstandwhyyou

aremad.ThisgirlannoyedmeandIwantedto

makeherfeelwhatshedid...

Mcebo:Idon'twanttotalktoyouaboutthis

rightnow.Justleave,I'llseeyouwhenI've

calmeddown.



Zamaninodsandwalkout,Mcebofollowsthem

lockinghisapartmentandheadstothecar.

Yanga:whathappenedtothem?Zamaniis

limping.

Mcebo:nothingyoushouldworryabout.Ihope

thisincidentwon'trepeatitselfinthenear

futureYanga?

Yanga:noitwon't,mysisterwasright.Zamani

isn'tthemanforme.

Mcebo:I'm gladyoustoodyourground,notso

manygirlsareabletodosowithhim andtrust

me,hisegoisbruisedbigtime.



Yanga:thanksfortakingmehome,canwe

pleasekeepthisbetweenus?Idon'twantthe"I

toldyouso"from mysister.

Mcebo:(smiling)it'sourlittlesecret...

Yanga:thankyou.

IBANATHI

HereturnstotheNyathi'sSundaythanMonday

becauseDanielhadcalledaskingtoseehim

beforeheleavesthatevening.

Hedropshisbagsandheadstothemainhouse.

Lindiwenearlyfaintswithexcitementseeing



him.

Lindiwe:didn'texpectyoutoday,howareyou?

Ibanathi:I'm good,isMrNyathiaround?

Lindiwe:yes,takingashower,heshouldbe

downsoon.Doyouwantanythingtodrink?

Ibanathi:waterwillbefine,thankyou.

Lindiwerushestogethim thewaterandsitson

theoppositechair.

Lindiwe:howwashome?



Ibanathi:itwasgreat,enjoyedbeingaroundmy

family.Andyou,howwasyourweekend?

Lindiwe:argh,okay,Dustinwasaroundandyou

knowhowhe'slike.

Ibanathi:yeah.

HetakesouthisMobicelphonetoreada

messagefrom hisbabymamaandsmiles.

Lindiwe:whathappenedtoyouriPhone?

Ibanathi:oh,eixthingswereabittrickyathome

Ihadtosellitandpatchthingsaround.

Helies,hegaveittohiswomanbecausehe



believesthatasamanheshouldprovideforher.

Lindiwe:I'm sorrytohearthat,youshouldhave

saidsothansellingyourgift.

Tellyouwhat,I'm goingtogiveyouanextra

R3000from thesalarymyhusbandpaysyou.

Howisthat?

Ibanathirealisesthathewouldbedumbto

rejectsuchoffer.ThatmeanshewouldgetR8k

permonthfornotdoingmuch.

Ibanathi:(smiling)soundsverygood.Thankyou.

Lindiwe:(holdinghishand)I'm hereforyou,

always.Youdon'thavetolackanything,justlet



meknowandI'llseehowIcanhelp.

Ibanathismilesnoddingandwithdrawshis

handfrom hers.Hestartsthinkingaboutways

ofmilkingher.

Ibanathi:pleasegoinform yourhusbandIam

here...

Lindiwe:coolI'llgo,youwillcomeinlaterright?

Ibanathi:I'llseeyoulaterbutnotinyour

matrimonialbedroom.

Lindiwe:Iunderstand,I'llmakethebookings

then.



Shegetsoffthechairandgolookforher

husband.

Tobecontinued.

(Pleasedocommentonthechaptersandlike

thesponsor'spicture )
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Chapter6

(Notedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

DANIEL

Homefeverwashittinghim hardalthoughhe



wasjusttherefewdaysago.Hemustadmit

thatheenjoyeditthemostthistimearound.

HistalkwithIbanathiaboutfinishingoffhis

studiesandhelpinghim withthefeeswentwell.

Hebecameemotionalwhenhetoldhim the

plansofhelpinghim out.

DanielbelievethatIbanathiisagoodmanand

deservesbettertogivehisfamily.

From theirmentomentalk,hegatheredthathe

wantstomarrythemotherofhisdaughter,

somethingheencouraged.

Everychilddeservesahomewithtwoboth

lovingparentstogrowinto.Althoughhewished

hehadmorechildrenbutaftertheyhada



miscarriagewithLindiwewhichresultedinher

tyinghertubesup,heisappreciativethatGod

stillshieldingandprotectingMcebo.

Histrackingcompanycallshim,hefrowns

wonderingwhyaretheycallingthislate.

Daniel:hello?

Consultant:MrNyathi,areyouokay?Areyou

safe?

Daniel:I'm fine,whatisit?

Consultant:wejustpickedupanunfamiliar

speedyourcarismovingwith,wethoughtwe

shouldcalltocheckifyouarenotbeing



hijacked

Daniel:no,Ileftmycarathomewithmywife

andtooktheotherone.

Consultant:okay,couldbethatshe'susingit.

Pleasecallandfindoutifshe'susingitoritgot

stolensothatwecanactonit.

Daniel:thankyou,Iwillbeonitrightaway.

Heendsthecallandtheysendshim the

coordinatesofwhichhiscarismovingto.

Daniel:whatisLindiwedoinghere?

ZIPHO



Theyfinishedsettingupthediningareawith

food,balloonsandtheworks.Todayistheir

mother'sbirthdayandtheyreallytriedtheirbest

tomakesuresheenjoysit.

Mceboforcedandhelpedaround.Astheyleft

behindfinishingthesmalldecor,hetookherout

forspaandmassageday.Maxuluenjoyed

champagneforthefirsttimeinherlife.

Afterthat,Mcebotookhertoshoppingfrom his

pocketsbeforebringingherhomewherethe

partyis.

Zipho:guesswhoIsawwhenIwenttoget

veggiesthismorning?



Yanga:Daniel?

Zipho:mxm,youareannoying.

Yanga:whatdoyouwantmetosaybecause

that'syourcrush.

Zipho:itwasjustaflingnje,Idon'tthinkabout

him likethatanymore.

Yanga:haleluya!Sowhom didyousee?

Zipho:MrXuluhimself,ourfathersis.He

lookedsogoodandwascarryingpaperbags

from expensiveshops

Yanga:didyoutalktohim?



Zipho:Igreetedandhepretendednottoknow

me.Ileftimmediate.

Yanga:I'm sorrysis...

Zipho:it'sokay,let'sgohide,Mcebosaysthey

arejustbythecorner.

Theyhaveinvitedfewneighborsthataregood

tothem tocomecelebratewiththem.Theyhear

herloudvoicewithMcebo.

MaXulu:thankyousomuchJola,youaresuch

akindchild.Yourparentsmustbeveryproud.

Youwereraisedwell.Whatyoudidformetoday

Iwillneverforgetit.



Mcebo:it'sreallyapleasuremom,Ibelievethat

whatfriendsarefor,supportoneanotherand

celebratesuchmomentstogether.

Let'sgetinsidesothatyoucanshowyour

daughterswhatyoubought.

MaXulu:theyaregoingtobejealousthoseones.

Theyopenthedoorandeveryoneinsideshouts

"surprise"shedropstheplasticsstartledand

breakdownseeingeverythingaroundher.

ZiphoandYangashareagrouphugwithher

andleadhertothechair.



Zipho:happybirthdaymom,wejustwantedto

letyouknowhowmuchweloveandappreciate

you.

Thankyouforkeepingittogetherandlovingus

throughthedifficultiesyouendured.Youare

thebestmotheranychildcouldhave.Words

aren'tenoughtoexpressourgratitude,wepray

andhopethatGodkeepsyoulongenoughfor

youtoeatandenjoythefruitsofthelabourof

raisingus.

MaXuludoesn'tknowwhattosayexceptwiping

hertearsthatkeepsfallingdownherface.

Yanga:weknowwedon'thavemuchright

now,butonedayitisgoingtobig.Fornow,we

decidedtobuyyouthisbiggerstovesothatyou

canbeabletoexpandyourbakingbusiness



thatholdsthishomestrong.

Zipho:andthebeddingfitforaQueen.I

rememberpagingtheHomeChoicemagazine

withyoutheotherday,howyoustaredatittold

methatIshouldgetitforyou.

HappybirthdayQueen.

Neighbor:congratulationsMaXulu,uzale

abafazilana.Siyakubongisantombi.Girls,well

done,whatyoudidforyourmotheris

commendableandGodisgoingtoenrichyou

evenmore.

Zipho:thankyouforchippingin



ShesaystoMceboandhehugsher.

Mcebo:I'm gladIcouldhelp,lookhowhappy

sheit.YouaresuchawonderfulpersonZee.

Zipho:(smiling)soareyou.Comelet'ssingso

thatshecancutthecake.

Mcebo:myfavoritepartinparties.

Theygatheraroundthetableandsinganda

Happybirthdaysongforher...

LINDIWE

She'slayingonthebedscrollingdownher

phonerespondingtoDanielmessageswhenhe



suddenlyvideocallsher.

Lindiwe:videocallsatthistime?

Daniel:Iwantedtoseewhereyouareat.

Lindiwe:why?Whathappened?

Daniel:thetrackingcompanycalledme

concernedatthespeedmycarisdrivingwith.

TheyareworriedthatitishijackedandIwas

hopingthatyouwouldbedrivingit.Seeingyou

relaxinglikethismakesmewonderwhereismy

carandwhoisdrivingit?

Lindiwe'seyespopoutinshock.Shewasnever



readyforthis.Ibanathiborrowedthecar

becausehisdaughterissicksohehadtorush

home.

HowisshegoingtotellDanielthatandheis

goingtoaskwhyhewasn'ttoldaboutthisand

whyLindiwedidn'tgivehim hers.

Ifshedoesn'tcomeupwithastorynow,heis

goingtoreportthecarstolenandIbawillbe

arrested.

Daniel:Lindiwe,Iaskedyouaquestion...whois

drivingmycarandwhy?

Lindiwe:urhm..?



Tobecontinued...

(Iknowit'sshort,I'm kindaswampedbuthadto

writesomething,enjoy)
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Chapter7

LINDIWE

Daniellooksathercalm butsheknowsthatone

wronganswerhellisgoingtobreakloose.

Shehasnootherchoiceotherthantellinghim

thetruthrightnow.Heisagoodman,heis

surelygoingtounderstand.



Lindiwe:babe,Ibanathicameherepanicking

sayingthathisdaughterissickandneedtobe

takentothehospital.

SeeingthepanicInhiseyes,Igavehim thecar

keysbecauseIwasonmywayouttotheclub

tocloseitsinceMceboisathisfriend'spartyor

something

Danieldropstheworriedlookandrelaxes.

Daniel:Iunderstandbutyoushouldhavetold

mefirstorcalledmeafter.Wehavebeen

chattingandyoudidn'tthinkofbringingthatto

myattention?

Lindiwe:I'm sorry,IreallyIam.Ididn'twantyou

tothinkthatI'm givingawayyourvaluableitems



tostrangers.

Daniel:Ibanathiisnotastranger,heispartof

ourfamilynow.Informingmeaboutitwouldn't

havecausedanyharm.

Anyway,nowthatIknowmycarisn'tstolen,I

willinform thetrackingcompany.

Lindiwe:okaybabe,again,Iapologise.

Daniel:nosweat.Letmeknowwhenhe'shome.

Lindiwe:Iwilldefinitelydo.

ThecallendsandLindiweexhalesrelieved.

Thatwasclose.Shegetsupandputonher



sleepersgoingtothekitchen.

Sheneedssomewinerightnow,thiswhole

thingalmostincreasedherBP.Shewaitsfor

anotherhourbeforeIbanathicomesback.

Ibanathi:IthoughtIwasgoingtofindyou

asleep.I'm back,mydaughterhasbeen

admittedatthehospital

Lindiwe:ohshame,isshegoingtobefine?

Ibanathi:shewillbeokay,youknowkids,she

drankparaffin.

Lindiwe:ohmyword,wherewashermother?

Imagineifshedrankpoison,sheiscareless!



Ibanathi:Iam goingtopretendasifIdidn'thear

youinsinuatingthatmybabymamaisnot

takingcareofmychild.

Lindiwe:didn'tmeanitlikethatbutitcouldhave

beenworse.Whywereyouspeedinglikethat?

NowDanielknowsyouwereusinghiscar

Ibanathi:washemad?

Lindiwe:no,Itoldhim thetruthandherelaxed.

Ibanathi:phew,that'sarelief..maybeyoucan

getmeapolonyanatomovefrom pointAtoB.

HelaughsafterthatsentencebutLindiwe



doesn't.Hegetsclosertoherandholdsher

waist.

Ibanathi:Imean,youwouldaffordit,right?

Mhmm,babe?

Hesayskissingherneckhishandstravelingall

overherbody.Lindiwereturnstheembraceand

theymakeoutrightthereinthekitchen...

FEW DAYSLATER

ZIPHO

SheischillingwithMceboathisapartment

playingvideogamesandwatchingtheirfavorite

serieswhilebingingonsnacksanddrinks.



Zipho'sphonevibratesandshetakesonelook

atthemessageandthrowsitonthecouch.

Mcebo:andthen?

Zipho:(rolling)argh,oneoftheguysIgaveone

hotround..he'sonmynecklikeabeenow.

Ngazengazisola.

Mcebo:(laughing)youandmybrothersame

WhatsAppgroup.Ithoughtyouweren'tdating

Zipho:Ididn'tsayIwas.Iam verymuchsingle,

justhavingsexhereandtherefortheglow

Mcebocracksuploud.



Mcebo:ohJesusChrist,tothinkIalmostfellfor

you..

Zipho:(poppinghereyesout)fellforme?Please,

don'tdothattoyourselfIbeg.Youaresokind

anddeserveswaybetter

Mcebo:whatifmybetterisyou?

Zipho:trustme,it'snot.Don'tevenoverthinkit

becauseitisgoingtobeverymuchawkward.

Mcebo:(raisinghishands)Igiveup...

Zipho:tellyouwhat,howaboutyoucreatea

tinderprofileandstateallthequalitiesyouare



lookingforinawoman?

Mcebo:yeah?

Zipho:yeah,trustme,youaredefinitelygoingto

getyourmatchandnicethingisyouwillhave

plentyofoptionsofengagingwiththese

womenbeforeyoupickone

Imeandon'tlimityourself,goondatesand

eventuallypicktheoneyouconnectmorewith.

Mcebo:thatsoundseasythanactually

approachingagirlonthestreetandcourther.

Zipho:sowearecreatingthetinderprofile?



Mcebo:ononecondition,ifyouarealsogoing

tocreateone

Zipho:bathong,it'syoulookingformjolohere

notme.Minangiright.

Mcebo:callitsolidaritysupportmyfriend.

Zipho:fine..butthisisnotfair.Makesuretotell

meassoonasyoufindyouridealpartnersoI

candeactivatemine

Mcebo:issadeal...

Zipho:Ihaven'tseenyouwithZamaniinawhile,

whathappened?



Mcebo:wehadafightbutdon'tworrywewill

solveit,wearebrothers.

Zipho:pleasedo.Imisshim around,heisvibey

marn

Mcebo:(rollinghiseyesbored)whyam Inot

surprised?Birdsofthesamefeather.

Zipho:I'm nothinglikeyourbrother,Iswearthat

oneweqiswaIpantyelithunyiselwe.

Mcebolaughsandactuallythinksaboutit,

maybehewasindeedbewitched.Guyisforever

ontopofsomeone'sdaughter.

DANIEL



Eversincetheincidentwithhiscar,hehasbeen

reallyunsettledandhavingweirddreams.

Todayit'sThursdayandhedecidedtogohome

unannounced.Thereissomethinginhim that

pusheshim togohomeandhehasbeen

ignoringitthewholeweek.

BeforedepartingMpumalanga,hecalledhis

wifeandaskedaboutherwhereaboutsand

whatsheisdoing.

MrsNyathitoldthehusbandthatshewillbeat

theclubclosinginsinceMcebohaveanexam

tomark.

ThefirststophemakesarrivingatSandtonis



hisclub.It'sindeedanThursdaynight,theclub

ispacked.

Hedoesn'tevengreetthestafftodaybutgoes

straighttotheofficeandtohisshock,hefinds

MceboandZiphodrinkingshots.

Ziphojumpsstartedandleavestheoffice

quickly.

Mcebo:Dad,youareheremoreoftenlately.

Daniel:sothisiswhathappenswhenI'm not

around?Youandthisgirldrinkalcohol...

Mcebo:Dad,noplease.It'snotthatdeep.



Danielchoosestoignorethisonejustonce.He

isnotinthemoodforhim tonight.

Daniel:whyareyouhere?Didn'tweagreeon

youbeingaroundhereonweekendssothatIt

doesn'tinterferewithyourwork?

Mcebo:Ireallydon'tmindhelpingarounddad.

Besidesmom complainedaboutnotfeeling

wellsoIfiguredwhynotholdintheropsforher.

Danielstopshimselffrom askingsincewhenis

Lindiwenotfeelingwellbutnods.

Daniel:Ishouldheadhomethenandtakecare

ofher.Makesureyoudon'tdrinkallmystock

away



Mcebo:somuchdramakodwaNyathi.

Danielwalksoutoftheclubandsomething

clickonhismind.Heparkhiscaratthebackof

theclubandrequestsUbertohishouse.

Arriving,hefindsthewholehousedark.He

doesn'tswitchonthelightsandgoestohis

bedroom andswitchthem on.

Thebedisneatlymade,itshowsthatitwas

madesincethemorning.Heputshisbag

insidethewardrobeandtakesashower.

Helooksathiswatch,it'salmost12midnight

andthere'snosignofLindiweandherlastseen

onWhatsAppwasat8pm.



Hechucklesandgoestohisminibarandtakes

hisirishwhiskeyanddrinksstraightfrom the

bottle.

Rightthenhehearsthegateopeningand

decidestogotohisbedroom.Heswitchesoff

thelightsandlayonthebed.

Hisfingertapsonhisotherhandwaitingfor

hertomakeittothebedroom.Itdoesn'ttake

thatlongbeforehehearsfootsteps

approachingtheirbedroom.

Lindiweswitchesonthelightandsheseeshim

onthebed.

Shedropsherhandbagshockedtoseehim on

theirbed.Daniel'seyeslandsonthebagonthe



floorandheseessomethingthatcatcheshis

attention.

Heputsthebottleonthebedsidetableandget

offthebedandpushesherdiaryasideandpick

upthecondom box.

Lindiweisspookedatthispointashetakesout

theremaining9outof12intotal.

Hegoesbacktothebedandsitsdownlooking

ather.Lindiweisrubbingherhandstogether

pacingupanddown.

Lindiwe:baby,itisnotwhatyouthink.Ipromise.

Daniel:soyouknowwhatIthink?Interesting!



It'showcalm heisthatmakeshervery

uncomfortable.Sheisbythedoorwaitingtorun

shouldhegetsupfrom thatbed.Hehasnever

layhisonherbutshecan'tbesureofwhat

couldhappenrightnow.

Daniel:gotakeashowerandcomebacktobed.

I'm sureyouhadaverylongandexhausting

night.

Don'ttakelongbecauseIam alsotired,driving

from Mpumalangaandgoingtotheclubhas

beentiring.

SohurrydearwifebeforeIfallasleep.

Lindiwepeeonherselfuncontrollablyasher



legsbegintoshake.Danielchucklelightlyand

getundertheblanketsandcoverhishead.

Tobecontinued...

(Docommentandvoteforoursponsor )

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter8

LINDIWE

Shespentalmosthalfanhourintheshower

hopingthatbythetimeshewalksoutofthe

bathroom,Danielwouldbesleeping.



Shecan'tbelievesuchishappening,hermindis

goingwildandworkingovertimethinkingoflies

totellDaniel.

Shecan'teventextIbaandaskforaplanout

becausewhenshetriedtotakeherphone,

Danielaskedsincewhenissheshowerswith

herphone?

It'sagoodthingthatIbanathiinsistedon

booking,imagineifhefoundthem inbed?

Tearsstream downherface.Whatwasshe

doing?Herconsciencewarnedhersomany

timestostopthisbutshewentahead.

ThethrilloftherisktheywerehavingwithIba

gotaddictive,shewantedmoreofitbutnow



thathermarriageisonthevergeofbreaking,

shecan'timagineherlifewithoutDaniel.

Wherewouldshego?Whatwouldpeoplesay?

Herson?Noways!SheisnotloosingDaniel,at

leastnotlikethis.

Shefinallyfindscouragetowalkoutofthe

bathroom totheirbedroom,it'ssoquietand

Danielisstillundertheblankets.

Shetiptoeandtakeherphonetryingtowalk

outofthebedroom.Justasshegetstothe

door,sherealizesthatitislockedandthekey

havebeentakenoffitshole.

Herheartstartsracing,whatifhestranglesher

andburiesherunderthebed?Asifhecanhear



herthoughts,heliftstheblanketsoffandrubs

hiseyes.

Daniel:ohyoudone?Cometobed,Ifellasleep

waitingforyou.

Lindiwewalkslowlyandgetsonhersideofthe

bed.

Daniel:comecloser,whyareyousofar?

Hepullshertohim andwrapsherarmsaround

her.Thewayherheartisbeatingsofast,sheis

worriedhecanhearit

Daniel:goodnight.



Hesaysafteraminute.Herthroatisdry.She

clearsitandrespond.

Lindiwe:night...

*

*

*

It'samorning,shedoesn'tknowhowshefell

asleepbecauseshekeptonwakingupfeeling

asifDanielwasstranglingher.

Lookingnexttoher,sherealizesthatDanielis

notnexttoher.Shequicklypicksherphoneup

anddialIbanathi.



Thephoneringsunanswereduntilshegivesup.

Coulditbethatheisstillsleepingormaybe

Danielkilledhim?

Shejumpsoffthebedandputonhergown.

Passingbyhisstudyhehearsthatheisona

phonecall.

Shequicklyrushesonthebackandknockon

Iba'sdoorbusylookingbackscaredDaniel

mightshowup.

FinallyIbanathiopensrubbinghiseyesand

stretchinghisarmsyawning.

Ibanathi:(smirking)youarehereforsome

morningglory?



Lindiwe:shhhh.Danielishome.

Ibanathibecomesfullyawakeinstantlyand

Lindiwetellshim whathappened

Ibanathi:sohedidn'taskyouaboutit?

Lindiwe:no,insteadheistooniceit'sweird.

Youneedtohelpme.

Ibanathi:haibo,minafuthi?(Ihavetohelpyou?)

Lindiwe:yesIbanathiorelseI'm goingto

confesseverythingtomyhusband.I'm not

goingtogodownalone.

Ibanathi:there'snoneedtooveract.Tellme



whatIneedtodoandI'lldoit.

Lindiwe:I'lltextyou,checkyourphone.

Lindiwegoesbacktothehouseandfinds

breakfastingredientslaiddownonthetable.

Sherunstotheirbedroom andtextIbawhathe

needstosaybeforedeletingthemessage.

Shesighsandmakethebedthentakeashower.

Walkingbacktothekitchenshefindshim

whistling.

Daniel:babe,goodmorning!Pleasehaveaseat.

Hepullsachairforherandpoursjuiceina

glass.



Daniel:Imadeussomebreakfast,ImeanI

haven'tcookedinawhileand...

Lindiwe:babe,canwetalk?Please.

Daniel:oh,okay.

Hesitsdownandpoursmilkforhimself

downingithisthroat.

Lindiwe:(sighs)aboutlastnight,I'm sorryIlied

toyouaboutsleepingandbeingsick.Iwentout

toababyshowerwiththewomenfrom the

bookclub.

ItwasreallyfunandIenjoyedIdon'twanttolie



toapointoflosingtrackoftime.

Daniel:whydidyouliethen?DidIeverstopyou

from goinganywhere?

Lindiwe:noyouhaven't.Ijustfeltbadabout

galavantingwhileyouareawayworkinghard

Danielsmileamusedbyherlies.

Daniel:okay,Ihearyou.

Lindiwe:andaboutthecondoms,Ipickedthem

upwhenIdrovein.Maybetheyfellfrom

Mcebo....

Daniel:Mcebodoesn'tstayhereandevenso,he



issingle.

Lindiwe:ormaybeit'sIba..

RightthenIbanathiknocksandtakeoffhishat.

Ibanathi:boss,Ididn'tknowyouwerehome.

Daniel:IarrivedlastnightZungu.Isthere

anythingyouwant?

Ibanathi:(brushinghishead)urhm,lastnightI

camebackabitdrunkfrom theclub.

Ijustwokeupandrealizedthatthere's

somethingmissingfrom myvaluables.SoI

cametoaskMrsNyathiifshedidn'tseeitor



maybeyousir

Daniel:isit?WhatisitthatismissingManzini?

Ibanathi:eixboss,aboxofmycondoms..

Lindiwe:Iknewit!Ibanathi,howmany

girlfriendsyouhavekanti?

Ibanathi:eima'am..ifellintotemptations.

Lindiwe:temptationsmyfoot!Youcamehereto

worknottogalavantwithwomen!Whatwould

themotherofyourchildsay?

Daniel'sphoneringandheaskstobeexcused

asheanswersIt.



DANIEL

Hedidn'tsleepawink,hestaredatherthe

wholenightwithathrobbingheart.

Heaskedhimselfwhatisitthathedidn'tdo

enoughforhiswifetocheatonhim?Looking

backandconnectingdotswithtoday'sincident,

evenayoungchildcouldtellthatsheisguilty

Hehatedholdinghersomuchasapictureof

herbusywithanothermansurfacedhismind.

Didsheenjoyit?Didshedothethingsshedoes

tohim?Suckinghim offandlockingherlegs

aroundhim?Ishegoodthanhim?doeshehave

abiggertoolthanhis?Thesequestionsare

drivinghim crazyastheykeeppoppingupon



hismind.

Hegavehiswholelifeandbodytothiswoman

foragood25years.It'snotlikehedidn'tsee

otherwomenprettierthanherbuthislovewas

forher,alone.Thatincludedhisbodyandtime.

Wakingup,hedecidedthatheisgoingtoplay

withherminduntilsheconfesses.Talkabout

killingapersonwithkindnesswheretheyless

deservesit.

CheckinghisCCTVfootage,henoticedthat

there'smissingfootagesfrom thecameras.

HecalledZamani,whoisasoftwaredeveloper

andgoodatcamerainstallationtoretrieve

deleteddataforhim



Zamaniaskedforfewthingstocheckifitwill

beabletodoso.NowZamaniisreturningthe

call.

Daniel:son?

Zamani:babomkhulu,Ijustchecked,wecan

retrievethedatafrom thesystemsiftheerased

contentisnolaterthan3months.

Daniel:perfect,tellmewhattobringandIshall

doso.

Zamani:Ineedtocometothehouse.The

momentfatherheardmetalkingtoyouhesaid

hewilldrivewithmetoseeyou.



Onewouldswearyouguysfedeachother

korobela,ortwins.

Daniel:it'scalledbrotherlylove.Tellyourfather

tomeetmeattheclub.I'm headingtherenow.

Zamani:okaybaba.

HereturnsbackandfindIbanathigone.

Daniel:I'm goingtobeattheclubtoday.Zamani

willcomeoverlater.

Lindiwe:youareleavingnow?



Daniel:yes...

Lindiwe:Ithoughtwewerestilltalking?

Daniel:Ibabackedyoursuspicions,what'smore

toit?Orthere'ssomethingelse?

Lindiwe:no,Igavehim hiscondoms...

Daniel:thenwearedonehere.I'm goingtogo

upandchange,I'llseeyoulater.

Heclimbsthestairsbacktotheirbedroom.

ATTHECLUB



Ziphoissweepingthefloors.There'sonlyher

onthissideastheothersareattheback.

Danielwalksinandforamomentwatchesher

asshedancestothesongplayingfrom the

speakerswiththemoponherhands.

Hesmilesalittlebeforeclearinghisthroat.

Zipho:oh?MrNyathi,Ididn'tseeyouthere.

Goodmorning.

Daniel:goodmorningZipho,Ithoughtyour

shiftsareintheevening?

Zipho:ohLindaaskedthatIholdinforher.She

isgoingtotakeminelateron.



Daniel:it'saFriday,youdoknowit'sgetbusier

right?

Zipho:Iknow,butIwillbeonstandbyshouldI

beneeded.

Daniel:noit'sokay,Ithinktheywillmanage.I

hopeyoudidn'tmissyourclasses?

Zipho:noIdidn'tsir,Iam attendingfrom 2pm-

5pm henceIagreedtotakehermorningshift

Daniel:soyouweregoingtocomeherestraight

from campus?Wow..anyway,tellZaneleto

bringcoffeetomyofficeandinform mybrother

I'm herewhenhearrives.



Zipho:Iwilldothatsir.

DanielpassesandZiphodriesherhandsand

goestothekitchentodeliverthemessage.

Shereturnsbacktohercleaningand10

minuteslater,thebrotherwalksin.It'sthefirst

timeshe'sseeingZamani'sfatherinperson.

Sheoftenheardfrom Mcebothathelookslike

Zamanibutshethinksallthesepeoplelookthe

same.

Dustintakesoffhisexpensivesunglasses

bitingthethinnerendofitlookingather.He

greetspolitelyandsheresponds.



Dustin:ismybrotherin?

Zipho:yes,hesaidIshouldtellyoutocome

straighttohisoffice.

Dustin:thankyounkosazane.

Heputshisshadesonandproceedwithhis

walktotheofficeleavingZiphoshakingher

headamused.

WhoputsonsunglassessoearlyInthemorning?

Thismanhasdrama,nowshecantellwhom

Zamanitookafter.Hetookafterhisfather.

*



*

*

DustinlistenscarefullyasDanielnarrateswhat

happenedathishouselastnight.Hiseyesare

red,heisangry,heartbrokenandjustnumb.

Daniel:Iam tellingyoubafosheischeatingon

me.Idon'tbuythestoryIbanathitold.Shemust

reallythinkI'm stupidifshethoughtIwasgoing

tobelievethatscriptedlie.

YoucantellthatshethreatenedIbanathior

blackmailedhim withsomethingforhim to

comeforwardandclaim thecondomsashis.

Dustinlearnsoverandgrabshiscoffeemug

andtakesasip.



Dustin:Ibanathi,mhm..hewasn'tblackmailed

northreatened.He'sthemansheischeating

with.

Danielpusheshischairandquicklygetsup.

Daniel:what?

Dustin:I'vebeenmeaningtotellyouandIthink

it'stime.Sitdownandletmefillyouupabout

whathappenedthenightyousentmetoget

themoneyfrom yourhousemonthsback.

Daniellooksathim withhiseyespoppedout

waitingforhim tolaughandsayheisjokingbut

Dustincontinuetostirandsipsfrom thecoffee.



Dustin:Isaidsitdown,oryouarestrong

enoughtohandlethenewsstanding?

Danielslowlygoesbacktohischairandsits

down.

Daniel:I'm seatednow,tellme.

Dustin:wait,letmefinishthiscoffee.Damn,it

tastessogoodIhopetheydidn'tpoursome

korobelainhere?

Daniellooksathisbrotherboiling,canDustin

justgettoitalready?

Tobecontinued...



BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter9

DUSTIN

Danielis7yearsolderthanhim,growingupas

kidsDustinwouldbetheonefightingbattlesfor

hisbrother.

Suchhappenedmostofthetimebecauseof

Daniel'ssoftheart.Heisreallyoneofthe

kindestpersontocomeacross.

Dustinbelievesthathetookaftertheirmother.

Asmuchbeingagoodpersonissuchagreat

thing,hebelievesthatitshouldbebalanced



withalittlebitofvoetsekhereandthere.

Daniel'spersonalitysurelygotpassedontohis

son,youcansay"likefatherlikeson".Asfor

him,Dustinliveshislifethewayhewantsto.

Reasonwhyhe'snotmarriedat38.Hebelieves

thatmarriageisn'tforhim.

Lindiwe,thepersoninquestiontoday.Hedidn't

haveaproblem withherthepastfewyears,

maybehedidbutheneverreallyshowedit.

Hejustwatchedfrom adistancehowshewould

bespendingthemoneybothofthem are

workinghardforwhilesheisnoteventryingto

buildsomethingonthesideforherself.

Everyoneknowshowgoodsheiswhenit



comestodecorandplanningevents,itstill

puzzleshim whyhaven'tsheinvestedinthat

business.Danieltriedtoencourageherbut

madam wasn'tinterestedatall.

AgainDustinfeltasifDanielistoosoftandis

beingcontrolledbyhiswife,wellmostofthe

familymembersfeltlikethatbuthey,Daniel

lookedhappyandthatallthatmatters.

ThedayDanielbroughtthisIbanathihome,he

knewtroublewaslooming.Him workingon

anotherprovinceandleavingayoungmanwith

hiswifewhohavebigwonderingeyeswasn'ta

goodidea.

Thisguyisgoodlookingandall,Dustinhave

livedandseenstories.Againhisbrotherand

beingtootrustfultoldhim torelaxandgivethe



poormanachance.

Heputsdownthecupofcoffeeandfoldhis

hands.

Dustin:alright,thenightyousentmetoget

moneyfrom yourhouse,IfoundIbanathiand

yourwifeintheretalkinganddrinkingwine

Whatpissedmeoffwasthatitwasverylate.I

wouldunderstandthegoodgestureofinviting

him forwineduringthedaybutlatearoundthat

time?No.

Daniel:butthatdoesn'tproveanything.Imean

itcouldbethattheywerereallychilling.



Dustin:chilling?HeheheaiNyathipleasewake

up.Thismanhavebeenfvckingyourwifefora

whilenow.

Daniel:(breathingheavily)noway,itcannotbe.

Ibanathiwouldn'tdothattome.

Dustin:alrightthen...

RightthenDaniel'sphonerings,hepicksitup

andanswers.

Daniel:Zamani?

Zamani:baba,urhm IfoundsomethingbutI

don'tthinkyouaregoingtolikethis...



Daniel:thatisformetodecide.Justsendthe

wholethingtome.Iam attheclubasItoldyou

Zamani:letmetryandemailittoyouinstead.

Daniel:greatthenI'llbewaiting.Pleasekeep

thisbetweenus,don'tellMceboaboutit.

Zamani:yeboBaba.

Heendsthecallandgetsuppacingaroundwith

hishandsonthepocketsofhispants.Youcan

tellheisanxious,hisforeheadsweatingalittle.

Dustin:calm down.

Daniel:Idon'tknowifIam readyforthis.I



seriouslydon'tknowwhatI'm goingtodoto

them shouldwhatyouaresayingbetrue

Dustinkeepsquite,twominuteslaterhisphone

beeps.

Daniel:Zamanihassentmyhousefootage.

Dustin:andwhatareyouwaitingfor?Openit!

Danielsighsandopenhislaptop.Herubshis

handstogetherbeforeopeninghisemailsand

downloadit.

Heclicksonitandwatchesinsilently.Dustin

triestoreadhisemotionsthroughhisfacebut

isunabletoseewhatisgoingon.



HegetsoffthechairandgoestoDaniel'sside

towatch.IbanathiandLindiwearegettingiton

inhisbed.

DustinclosesthelaptopandDanielgetsup

brushinghishead.

Dustin:whatareyougoingtodo?Tellmemy

gunisreadyandIknowaplacewherewecan

burrythem andnoonewouldfindout.

Daniel:awumekancanetu,(canyoupleasehold

it?)Ineedtothink.

Dustin:killthisguyand...



Daniel:I'lldealwiththismyway.WhenIneed

yourassistance,I'lltellyou.Butfornow,please,

letmehandlethis.

Dustin:verywellthen.Iwillwaitforyou.

LINDIWE

It'sbeen3daysaftereverythingthathas

happenedandshehasn'tseenDanielhome

everyet.

Shehearsthathegoestotheclub,chesanyama

andotherbusinessesbuthedoesn'tcome

home.

Sheheardfrom Mcebothatheissleepingathis



apartmentandbeingachildthatwasraised

well,Mcebodidn'taskhim questionsbuthis

motherinstead.

Lindiwewantstobelievethatworkiskeeping

him busybutcan'thelpbutfeeluneasyabout

thiswholething.Daniellovesbeinghome,every

chancehegets,hemakesureheishomewith

her.

Ibanathiknockthroughthedoorandshelooks

up.Hesmileswalkinguptoherandkissesher

ontheneck..shepusheshim away.

Ibanathi:andnow?

Lindiwe:canyoupleaseholdit?Myhusbandcan

walkinhereanytime.



Ibanathi:ishestillaround?Ihaven'tseenhim

forawhilethoughthewentbacktowork.

Lindiwe:Idon'tknowIba,heisnottakingmy

callsandblueticksmymessages.

Ibanathi:that'sbadanditisstressingyou.

Lindiwe:somuch.

Ibagoesbehindherandtriestomassageher

butLindiwegetsup

Ibanathi:kantiwhatiswrongwithyou?I'm

tryingtotouchyousoIcanmakeyoufeelgood

butyouarerejectingme.Why?



Lindiwe:Iam notinthemoodIba.

Ibanathi:oh,sowedothisonyourterms?When

I'm interestedungishayaisandla?

Lindiwe:nayokeimihlola!Ibanathi,haveyou

forgottenthatIam amarriedwoman?Thatthis

ismyhusband'shome?

Shesayswavingherringfingertohim andIba

chuckles.

Ibanathi:andit'sonlyclickstoyounowthatyou

aremarried?Allthiswhileyoudidn'tknowthat?

Lindiwe:pleaseleavemyhouse.Ithinkit'sbest



weendwhateverweweredoingbecause

soyaphapha.

Ibanathi:haiboweLindiwe!Justlikethat?

Lindiwe:yes,justlikethat.Ithinkwehadfun

whilstitlasted.Ineedtogobacktobeingthe

devotedwifeandfocusonmymarriage

Ibanathi:whatabouttheplanswehad?

Rememberyoupromisedtobuymeapolo..

Lindiwe:(laughing)I'veheadaboutmalegold

diggersbutitismyfirsttimecomingacross

one

Mcebois23andboughthissecondcarhimself.



Getalifeandworkforthethingsyouwantand

stopbeingaleech.

Shegetsupfrom herchairandopenthedoor

forhim.

Lindiwe:Ineedtotakeanap,pleasegobackto

yourwork.

Ibanathi:youaregoingtocomeback,that'sfor

sure.Soonerorlater,youwillmissthesehands.

Lindiwerollshereyesandushershim out.She

closesthedoorandgoesbacktothetable.She

callstheclubofficehopingthathegetsholdoff

Daniel



Daniel:hello?

Lindiwe:baby,thankgoodnessyouanswered...

Daniel:LindiweI'm goingtoameeting...

Lindiwe:pleasedon'thangup,please.

Daniel:(sighs)whatdoyouwant?

Lindiwe:arewefighting?

Daniel:nowearen't.

Lindiwe:thenwhyhaven'tyoubeencoming

home?Babeit'sbeen3daysandIknowyouare



stillaround.

Daniel:Ihavebeenbusy,I'llcomehometonight

andtellyouallaboutit.

Lindiwe:okay,seeyoulater.

Daniel:sure.

Lindiwe:Ilove...Ohhehashungup.Atleasthe

iscominghometonight..letmeprepareforit.

DANIEL

Discoveringthathiswifecheatedonhim with

Ibanathiissomethingheistryingeverydayto

makesenseof.



Theimagesfrom thefootagelivesrentfreein

hismind.Whatgetstohim ishowrepeatedly

theydidthis,inhishouseandbed.

Asmuchhehasbeentryingtoconvincehimself

thatitwasamistake,thenumberoftimesthey

hadthisaffairtellshim otherwise.

Hewantstomakethem paysomuchandkilling

them willbeaneasywayout,besidesheisnot

akiller,havenevermurderedanyone

Yeshehasagunforprotectionbuthedoesn't

wanttouseittokillhiswife.Onethinghe

knowsforsureisthathewillneverforgetnor

forgivethis.



AsforIbanathi,itpuzzleshim howamindofa

humanbeingworks.Thisisthesamemanwho

kneeleddowninfrontofhim causingstaresat

townbeggingforfoodandjob.

Hefeltsorryforhim andwastouchedbecause

heknewthestruggleofbeingamanandbroke

tryingtofendforyourfamily

Hetookhim inandsawhispotentialand

dedication.Hewantedtogivebackbydoing

somethinggreatforhim.

Besidessendinghim backtoschool,hewas

lookingathelpinghim paylobolaforthemother

ofhischild

Heshakeshisheadrememberingthedayhe



askedhim ifLindiweischeatingonhim andhe

saiditboldlythatshe'snotbecausesheloves

him.

HisthoughtsgetsinterruptedbyMcebowho

opensthedoorandwalkin.

Daniel:whatisit?

Mcebo:urhm,Iwantedtoletyouknowthat

Ziphowon'tbecomingintoday.

Daniel:oh?

Mcebo:yes,shecalledandsaidhermother

havebeenrushedtohospital.



Daniel:ohno,whathappened?

Mcebo:Idon'thavemuchdetailsbutshejust

collapsedatherstallandpeoplerushedherto

thenearbyhospital.

Daniel:pleasegoandcheckuponherifsheis

alright.Sendmethedetailslater.

Mcebo:okayIwill.Dad...

Daniel:yes...?

Mcebo:Idon'tmeantodisrespectyoubut..is

everythingokbetweenyouandmom?

Daniel:allisgoodson.I'llbegoinghome



tonight.

Mcebo:(smiling)that'sarelief,Iwasstartingto

worry.I'llupdateyoulaterthendad.

DanielnodsandMceboleaveshisoffice.Daniel

browserthroughthecarsonsaleandseesthe

onehelikes.

Heisinnoneedtobuyanewcarbuthefeels

likebuyingitforcontrolnje.Maybeapurchase

isgoingtomakehim feelbetter.Hecontacts

thegarage,hehasagoodrelationshipwith

them asheboughtallhiscarsfrom them.

IBANATHI



Hedidn'tsleepawinklastnightreplayinghis

conversationwithLindiwe.

Hestillcannotbelievehowcoldshesounded,

onewouldswearthisisnotthesamewoman

whohasbeensubmittingsexuallytohim.

Hisphoneringandhesighsansweringit.

Ibanathi:baby?

Thulisile:Iba,what'shappening?Ihavebeen

waitingforthemoneyyoupromisedtillnow.

Ibanathi:Iam sosorrybaby,IpromiseI'llsort

yououtsoon.Iam goingtotalktomybosses

thismorning.IheardMrNyathidrivinginlate



lastnight.

Thulisile:(sighs)okaythen,I'm goingtouse

minetopayforourdaughter'stripandyouwill

refundme

Ibanathi:dothatbay,andbesidespaydayis

justtwoweeksaway.Allshallbewell.

Thulisile:alrightthen,letmegobacktowork.

Ibanathi:Iloveyoubabe..

Thulisile:Iloveyoutoo.

ThecallendsandIbanathisighs.Lindiwe

droppinghim likethisisnotagoodthing.Going



toheryesterdayhewashopingtogetsome

moneyaftertheirsteamysessionbutshe

rejectedhim withaplainface.

Hewakesupanddohisbedafterwashinghis

faceandbrushinghisteeth.Todayiscar

washingday.

Hewalkoutofthecottageandheadstothe

garagetogeteverythingreadyandmovethe

carsoutwhenhenoticesthatthereisanew

blackBMW parkedoutsidethegarage.

ThisfamilyisafanofBMW,from Danielto

LindiwetoMcebo,allofthem aredrivingBMWs.

Hewhistlesseeingthewhipinfrontofhim.

Danielreallyissilencingthewitcheshere.



Asifhecanhearhim,heappearsfrom the

housewearinghisshortsandavest.

Daniel:Zungu,goodmorning.

Ibanathi:itisagoodmorningindeed.YerrrSir,

thiscarisabomb.

Daniel:right?Thankyou,Icouldn'tresistwhen

myeyeslandedonit.Iknewithastohavemy

nameonitsoon.

Ibanathi:yousurelyareliving.Congratulations

areinorder.

Daniel:thankyou,letmeleaveyoutoitthen.



Ibanathi:beforeyougoback.CanIask

something?

Daniel:yes?

Ibanathi:abouttheregistrationmoneyforthe

course.Youhadpromisedtogivemeby

Monday...

Daniel:ohthat.I'm sorryIwon'tbeabletogive

ittoyouanymore.

Ibanathifeelshisheartbeatingtriceatonce.

Ibanathi:mayIaskwhy?



Daniel:let'sjustsayI'vetiedupmyfinancesand

realisedIdon'thavemoney.

Ibanathi:butyoujustboughtacar.

Hebitehislipswhenherealizeshesaidthat

loud.Danielchuckles.

Daniel:ImeanIdon'thavemoneyforyou.YesI

havemoneytobuythingsformyselfbuttogive

toyou,Idon'thave.

Ibanathifeelsthewordsstinginghardathis

heart.DanielIsnotthesameguyhewasa

coupleofweeksago.There'ssomecheekyand

cockysidefrom him.



Daniel:andtoaddonthat,Ithinkyoushouldgo

home..

Ibanathi:sir?

Daniel:Iactuallydon'tneedyouoryourservices

here.ButI'm notheartless,Iam notfiringyou.I

am justreducingyourdayshere.

AsIhavementioned,Iam tyingupmyfinances.

YouaregoingtocomeIneveryMondays,

FridaysandSundays.

Ibanathi:but..thatwillmeanmysalarywillbe

cut?

Daniel:Iwillthinkaboutthat.Pleasestartwith



mynewcar,Ineedtogosomewhereurgently.

HegoesbackinsideandIbanathibrushhis

foreheadwipingthesweathedidn'trealizewas

there.

Ibanathi:coulditbethatheknows?FvckI'm

screwed!

ZIPHO

Hereyesarered.Shehasbeencryingand

prayingthewholenightforamiracle.

Godcannottaketheirmother,atleastnotnow.

Theystillneedherverymuch.



ShejustconvincedYangatogotoschool,she

isgoingtowaitonthedoctor'sreportabout

whatiswrongwiththeirmotherandupdateher.

Shebrushesherhandsittingnexttoher.She

hasanoxygenmaskon,dripsconnectedtoher

hand.

Zipho:whateveritis,pleasefightMama.We

needyoubackhomeplease.Yangaisso

frightenedandIhavetokeepittogetherforher.

Shewipesthetearsdroppingoffherface.She

feelsthedooropeningandquicklyturntolook

backandseesDanielstandingbythedoor.

Daniel:howisshedoing?



Zipho:Iguesssheisstable,Iam justwaiting

forthedoctor'sreports.

Daniel:I'm sorryyouaregoingthroughthisbut

sheisgoingtobefine.

Ifyoudon'tmind,canyoupermitmetoarrange

thattheymovehertoaprivatehospital?

Zipho:Idon'thave...

Daniel:allexpenseswillbecoveredbyme,don't

worryaboutit.

Ziphonodsgoingwipingbackhertears.

Daniel:didyoucallanyfamilymember?Anold



relativeorsomething?

Zipho:wedon'thavemuchofafamily

around,theyareallinKZN.Ididsendatextto

myfatherbutIdoubtitgotdelivered.He

blockedournumberslongtimeago.

DanieltakesouthisiPhoneandunlocksit

handingittoZipho.

Daniel:here,callhim.I'm goingtosortoutthe

moveinthemeanwhile.

HeleavesthewardandZiphocopiesthe

numberanddialshim.Thephoneringsfora

whileandheanswers.



Xulu:Hello?

Zipho:dad,it'smepleasedon'thangupIwon't

belong.

Xulu:howmanytimesdoIhavetotellyouto

stopcallingme?Whycan'tyoupeopleleaveme

alone?

Zipho'stearsfallharderonhercheeks.She

bitesherlipstocontrolhervoice.

Zipho:mom havebeenadmittedtothehospital.

Wedon'tknowwhatIswrongwithheryetand...

Xulu:Zipho,thatisnoneofmybusiness,really.

Pleasestopcallingme.



HeendsthecallandZiphodropsonthefloor

unabletoholdonthesobescapingherlips.

Shecriesoutthepainandfeelshandstouching

herandhelpingherup.

Daniel:hey,stopcrying.It'sgoingtobealright.

Hegivesherwarm assuringhugbrushingher

back...

Tobecontinued.

(Let'skeepvotingandchapter10willdrop

soon♥ )
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Chapter10

DANIEL

AfteralltheadminofmovingMrsXulufrom the

publichospitaltoaprivateone,hegoestothe

wardtoseeZiphoaftereverythinggetssettled.

Daniel:youlookmuchbetterthanthismorning,

andthatmakesmehappy.

Zipho:(smiling)it'sallthankstoyou.Ioweyou

bigtimeforthis.Thankyou.

Daniel:youdon'towemeanything,Ihelpedyou

from thedepthofmyheart.Youaregoingtobe



alrightangithi?

Zipho:Iwillbefine,Iam stillverymuchworried

butatleastnowIknowshe'sinsafehandsand

theattentionisextrahere.

Daniel:andgobacktoschool,okay?

Zipho:IpromiseIwill.

Daniel:Ihopeyouandyoursisteraregoingto

befine.Ifyouneedanythingdon'thesitateto

callmeorMcebo.

Zipho:IwillrememberthatalthoughIfeellike

youhavedonemorethanenough.



Daniel:Ihavetoleavenow,Ihaveatripbackto

worktotake.Keepmeupdated.

Zipho:Iwill.MayGodblessyourgoodheart.

Danielsmilesalittleandtakealookather

motherandwalksoutofthehospital.

Drivingtohishousehegetsremindedofthe

dilemmaheisfacingandclickhistongue.Last

nighthecamebacklateonpurposeandsleptin

theguestroom.

ThismorninghemadesuretoavoidLindiweat

allcosts.Hestilldoesn'tknowwhattodowith

herandherloveryetandhedoesn'twanttobe

impulsiveandrushtheact.



Hedrivesinandparkthecaroutsidethegarage

sincehewon'tstaymuchinhere.

WalkinginsidehefindshissisterandLindiwe

havinglunchanddrinkingwine.

Daniel:awuJola,youdidn'ttellmeyouwere

visiting?

Hesaysexcitedhugginghisyoungersister.

Lumka:wellwhenyourwifeinvitedmeI

couldn'tturnitdownsinceit'sbeenawhileI

havebeenhere.

Daniel:Isee,wafikakabikengihamba,I'm

returningtoworktoday.



Lumka:itsokay,Ialwaysseeyousoit'sLindiwe

Iam lookingforwardtocatchupwith.

Daniel:verywellthen,letmegetmythingswe

willkeepintouch

Heleavesthem andgoestohisbedroom.Just

whenheishalfwaythroughhispacking,Lindiwe

walksinandclosethedoor.

Lindiwe:isthishowwearegoingtolivenow?

Yougoinandoutofthehouse,whenyouare

aroundIdon'tevenseeyou.

Daniel:Iam notinthemoodforthis.AndIsee

whatyouaredoing.



Lindiwe:whatam Idoing?

Daniel:invitingmysisterover.Youthinkit's

goingtorestoreeverythinghuh?

Lindiwe:Ididn'tknowtherewasanythingto

restore.Iinvitedheroverafteryouhave

complainedthatIdon'tvisitthem nomore.

Daniel:right,howconvenient!

Lindiwe:Daniel,what'sgoingonwithyou?

Ibanathitellsmeyoutoldhim togohome?

Daniel:yesIdid.Hasheleft?



Lindiwe:no,Itoldhim Iwasgoingtohavea

wordwithyouaboutthis...

Daniel:Lindiwe,thisismyhouse,Ibanathicame

herebecauseofme.IfIsayIdon'twanthim

hereIdon't!Infact,heisfired!

Lindiwe:Daniel!

Daniel:whatisit?Oryouwanttofollowhim?

Youarefreetodoso!

Lindiwe:whatisgoingonwithyou?Areyou

seeingsomeonenewbecausethisbehavioris

notit!

Daniellaughs,helaughsreallyloudclappinghis



hands.

Daniel:wow!Wouldyoulistentothat!"Daniel

areyoucheatingonme"

Hesaysthelastlinemimickinghervoice.

Lindiwe'seyesbecometeary.Shetriestostep

closerbutDanielraiseshishandstoppingher.

Daniel:(calmly)bytheendofbusinesstoday,I

wantIbanathigonehere,doyouhearme?Since

youkepthim around,makesureheleavesmy

housewithnothingbuthisclothes

I'llsendDustinovertocheckifheisreallygone.

Ihavetogo.



Lindiwe:Daniel..babycanwetalk?

Danielopensthedoorandwalkoutwithhisbag.

Hewearsasmileseeinghissisterandbidher

goodbye.

TWODAYSLATER

ZIPHO

Sheisbackattheclubworkingandhermother

isrecoveringwellatthehospital.

Stress,fatigueandeverythinghastookit'stoll

onherbody.Ziphopraysthatshegetsbetter

andrestsathomewhengettingdischarged.



Mcebowalksovertoherwhistlingandhugsher

from theback.Hisjollymoodisouttheretosee

foreveryone.

Zipho:someoneishappy.

Mcebo:well,wouldn'tyoubeifyouweregoing

outwithstockosalikguwa?(Whitelady)

Zipho:chesawena!Gogetthelandboy...

Mcebo:(laughing)youarecrazy.Anyways,you

good?

Zipho:nowIcanbreathesincemymom can

breatheonherown.Shereallygavemeascare.



Mcebo:Itoldyousheissoldier.Sheisnotgoing

anywhereuntilyouspoilher.

Zipho:Ireallyprayandhopesohey.Sowhat

areyougoingtowearonyourdate?

Mcebo:Iwasactuallyhopingyoucouldhelpme

withthat?

Zipho:mhmm.Howaboutkhakishortsandt-

shirtswithsomehalfboots...

Mcebo:(frowning)thefvck!?

Ziphocracksupathisreactionpicturinghim

likeasaBoer.



Zipho:youshouldseeyourfacerightnow,

priceless!

Mcebo:don'tjokelikethatmarn,beserious.

Zipho:I'm kiddinghawu.Sowhenisthedate

happening?

Mcebo:tomorrownightsoIwashopingwecan

goafteryourshifttomorrowmorning.

Zipho:definitelywe'llgo.Youknowshoppingis

myfavoritehobby.

Mcebo:awesome.Soonyourside?Anyluck?

Zipho:notreally,Ihaven'tcheckedsincemom



fellill.Iwillseelaterifthere'sanyone

interesting.

Mcebo:goodluck...

Zipho:so,tellmemoreaboutthislady.Whereis

shefrom,whatdoesshedo.Details.

Mcebo:okayletmeshowyouherpicturesfirst.

Ntwanashe'shotlikeabombandwevideo

calledeachotheranumberoftimes.

Zipho:that'sgoodthenatleastyouknowyou

arenotbeingcatfished.

McebounlockhisphoneandshowZiphoher

pictures.Shenodssatisfiedwithherlooks...



RightthenZamaniwalksinwithYangaonhis

arm.MceboandZipholooksateachother

surprisedatseeingthistwotogetherafterlast

time.

Zamani:yoohguysdon'tlookatuslikethat.We

fixedthingswearefinenow.

Mcebo:thulandodanakaDaniel!

HesaysclappinghishandsandZipholooksat

Yanga.

Zipho:it'sgoingtoendintears,don'tsayIdidn't

earnyou.



Zamani:wenaZiphoubittermara.Can'tyou

rest?

Zipho:.UngangiphapheliminaI'm notyour

frienddoyouhearme?Ngizokuphoxaunye!

ShedragsYangatothesideandlooksather.

Zipho:andthen?

Yanga:wearenotreallydoinganything,just

friends.

Zipho:friendswithZamani?Sincewhena

leopardisfriendswithalion?

Yanga:youarefriendswithMcebo,what's



wrong?

Zipho:MceboandZamaniarewaterandoil,two

differentpeople.Butyouknowwhat,doyousis.

Youareanadultakere.

ZipholeavesYangathereandreturnstowork.

YangaturnsandseesZamaniflirtingwith

anotherwaitressandMceboshrugsher

shoulders.

YangasighsandwalkuptoMceboandsits

down.

Yanga:whatagirlneedtodotogetadrink

aroundhere?



Mceboraiseshishandcallingthewaitertotheir

tableandZamanireturnstothem.

IBANATHI

Heischillingbythecouchrestinghislegson

thecoffeetablesmokinga5thcigaretteinan

hour

Heisverymuchstressedandhisgirlfriendis

madathim.HehavebeenhopingthatDaniel

willchangehismindandcallhim backbutit's

obvioustohim nowthatheknowswhathedid

Tosayheregretseverythinghedidthatcost

him abettertomorrowwouldbean

understatement.



Whatmakesthemoodtensearoundthehouse

isthefactthathedoesn'thaveananswertohis

womanwhensheaskswhatdidhedo.

Ibanathi:ouchThulisile!

Shecomplainsasshesweepsandthetrash

hitshislegs

Thulisile:Itoldyoutogostayoutsidebecause

I'm cleaning!

Ibanathi:andwhyareyougrumpy?

Thulisile:what'stheretosmileabout?Idon't

understandhowyouloosesuchagoodjob

from suchgoodpeople



Notsolongagoyouweresingingpraisesabout

thisDanielcharacterandtodayyouarebackto

squareone,lazingaroundsmokinginsidethe

house!

Ibanathigetsupandwalkoutofthehouse

withoutsayinganythingandThulisileclicksher

tonguebored.

Thuli:(yellingbehindhim)that'sallyouknow,

runningawayfrom thetruthandyourproblems!

Uselessman!

ShecontinuestosweepsandseesIbanathi's

phoneonthecharger.Shestealsonelookand

unlocksit.



ShesendsherselfDaniel'snumberanddelete

themessage.Shecontinueswiththesweeping

hummingasong.

*

*

*

DanielisbrowsingthroughTinderbored.His

colleaguesweretalkingaboutitandhowitis

suchasafespacetounwindandmeetamazing

people.

Hisphoneringsandit'sanumberhedoesn't

recognise.Hesitsupandclearshisthroat.

Daniel:hello?



Thulisile:MrNyathi,it'sThulisilehere.Ibanathi's

girlfriendandmotherofhischild.

Danielfrowns.WhywouldIbanathi'swoman

callhim thislate?

Tobecontinued.
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Chapter11

THULISILE

Shehasbeenreprimandingherselfthewhole

daysincegettingDaniel'snumbernottomake

thatcallbuteventuallyshecouldn'tanymore.



Ifshediesshedies.Sheneedstocallhim and

findoutwhathappened.Imeanhesoundedlike

averygoodmanandfrom thepicturesshesaw

onlineofhim,hislooksmatchesthepersonality

too.

Hearinghisvoicefrom theotherendsends

goosebumpstoherstomach.Goshhowcan

someonebea10/10?

Daniel:Oh,howcanIhelpyou?

Hesaysaftershehastoldhim whosheis.

Thulisile:Iwaswonderingifyoucouldhelpme

bysomeclarityaboutIbanathi'sreleasedfrom

work?



Daniel:isn'tthatsomethingyoushouldbe

askinghim?

Thulisile:IdidasksirtrustmeItriedandheis

lyingtome.Icouldfeelit.

Daniel:andIam afraidIcan'tsayanythingto

youeither.Andplease,don'tcallmeagain.Iam

married.

Thulisilefeelsflushedandallthesilliest

thoughtsshehadabouthim fliesoutofthe

window.

Thulisile:myapologies,Ireallydidn'tmeanno

harm it'sjustthat...



Daniel:it'sokayThulisile.Listen,wemayhave

differenceswithyourmanbutonethingIknow

offisthathelovedyou.

Hehasgreatplansforthefuturewithyou.I

believethatyouaregoingtosupporthim and

helphim reachthem.

Thulisile:it'swhatIhavebeendoingeversince

westarteddating.It'sdifficultsometimes

becauseIalsodeserveabreakfrom allthe

responsibilities

Daniel:it'sgoingtobefine.Haveagreat

evening.

Heendsthecallandshesighs.Rightthen



Ibanathiwalksthroughthedoor.Shelooksat

him andseesguiltyinhiseyes

Thulisile:areyoupreparedtotellmehowyou

lostyourjob?

Ibanathi:eixThuli.Ican'tgiveyouthedetails

butknowthatImessedup,bigtime.

IreallywishIcouldturnbacktimeanddobetter.

Iblewupagreatopportunity.

Thulisile:maybeyoushouldgobackand

apologies.MrNyathisoundslikeaforgiving

man

Ibanathi:andhowdoyouknowthat?



Thulisile:urhm..from whatyoutoldmeabout

him,Icanconcludethatheisagoodmanwho

believesinsecondchances.

Ibanathi:notthistime.Nosanemanwould

forgivesuch.Iwilljusthavetohustlehardand

findanotherway.

Thulisile:comehere...

Ibanathiwalksslowlytohim andsheopensher

armsandhughim

Thulisile:it'sgoingtobealright,wewillbefine.

Wehavealwaysfindaway.



Ibanathi:Ijustwanttomakeyouhappyyou

know...

Thulisile:youdomakemehappyandIloveyou

Ibanathi:Iloveyoumore.

ZIPHO

Sheislayingonbedwithherbackandher

kneesupsmilingalonewithherphone.Yanga

walksinandsitsonherownbed.

Yanga:youhavebeengluedonthatphonethe

wholedaytoday.Whatisit?

Ziphositsupandlookathersister.Thingshave



beenokayaroundthehouse.Theirmom isback

homeandshehavebeengivenleavefrom work

tomonitorhermom'sprogressandfocuson

school.

Zipho:well,Imetsomeonefrom Tindersince

lastnight.Thechemistryisabomb.It'sfeels

likeIknowhim personally.

Yanga:youtrustthosepeople?

Zipho:yeah,ImeanlookatMcebo,hefounda

ladyandfrom whereI'm standing,theyare

vibingwell.

Yanga:youcantellthatheisdatingnow,heis

hardlyhere.



Zipho:yousee?There'shopeabout

relationshipsafterall.

Yanga:Ithoughtyoudidn'twantrelationships?

Zipho:Idon'tvelebutitdoesn'thurtplaying

aroundyouknow?

Yanga:playingaroundwithpeople'sfeelings?

Chile!Sowho'sthismanthathasyouthis

smitten?

Zipho:okaythere'snothingmuchonhisprofile

andwehaven'texchangednumbersyet.

HeonlytoldmehisnameisSqalo,marriedwith

akidandheisexperiencingsomemarital



affairsinhismarriage.Heisnotlookingfor

anythingseriousyetjustsomefuntotakehis

mindoffthings.

Yanga:soundslikeaperfectmatchforyou.So

didyougethispicture?

Zipho:arghno,heisveryprivateashe

mentionedthatheisabusinessmansohe

can'triskhisreputationlikethatbyrevealinghis

identitythere.

Yanga:heeewenaZipho,whatifyouarebeing

catfished?Whatwouldyousayifyouwereto

findoutthatthepersonyouarechattingtois

actuallya10yearold?

Zipho:arghdon'tbesilly!Hesoundswaytoo



maturedtobeakid.Besides,Iam notusingmy

realnamenorphotosaswellsoifhe's

catfishingmethenissadraw.

Yanga:yoohhai,thiswholethingsoundsvery

complicatedforme.

Zipho:isn'treally.Ibelievethatonceweare

comfortableenoughwitheachotherheisgoing

totellmehisrealnameorevenasktoseeme.

Yanga:goodluckmntase.

Zipho:maybeIshouldmotivatehim toaskfora

date.

Yanga:howso?



Zipho:youaregoingtotakemeaverysexy

pictureinalingerietosendtohim lateron.

Ofcoursemyfacewon'tshow,justmysexy

body.

Yanga:heee..youaretherealready?Imeanthe

sexchatting?

Zipho:youareslowlyYanga.Man'smadeit

clearthatheisstressedathismarriageand

needssomedistractionandI'm heretohelp.

Yanga:didn'tknowyouarenowatherapistfor

marriedmengoingthroughmaritalproblems.



Zipho:(Rollinghereyes)andwhat'shappening

betweenyouandZamani?

Yanga:arghnothing.There'snothingthere

mntaseandI'm outofit.Thatguyhassome

seriousgrowinguptodoandI'm tooyoungto

buildamanorteachhim howtoloveme.

Zipho:youseewhyIquitthismjolothing?Iam

notarehabcenterforbadlyraisedmanneither

doIhaveamaterialtobuildoneforanother

womanwhilehedestroysmeforthenextman.

Yanga:true,youarejustatherapistforman

goingthroughmaritalproblems.

Ziphoignoresthatremarkandreturntoher

phone.



LINDIWE

Sheisshoppinginoneoftheexpensive

boutiquesinSandton.Theyknowhersinceshe

isaregulararoundhere.

Herstresslevelsarehighandfueledbyher

sexualdesires.Beforetheshenaniganswith

Ibanathi,sheusedtobeabletowaitforher

husbandforamonthortwoandtheywouldsex

chatwithvideocallsbutnow,it'slikeshecan

getiteveryweek.

Menopausemustbeknockingonthedoorfor

real.Thishugeappetiteforsexallofasudden

stressesherout.



Ibanathihasbeensendingmessagesoneafter

another,tellingherhowmuchhemissesher.

Shewon'tlieandsayshedoesn'tbutatthis

point,hermarriageisunderrocksandshe

believesthatDanielisstillmadatthatcondoms

stunt.

Shekeepsoncomfortingherselfbysayingthat

Danielhasnoproofthatshe'scheating.Sheis

goingtosticktothatstoryuntilJesuscomes.

Rightnowshehasdecidedtogivehim the

spaceheneedstocooldownbecauseshe

believesthatthemoreshekeepsonpressing

themoresheappearstobedesperateand

guilty.



Theladyatthetillpackherclothesnicelyin

thosefancybagsandgivesherthemachineso

shecanswipe.

ThebilloftheclothesintotalcostR10k.She

putsinhercardandpunchinthepin.

Theladylooksatthemachineandbackather.

Teller:urhm,MrsNyathi,thecardisdeclining.

Lindiwelaughslightly.There'snoway.That's

Daniel'sblackcardandsheissurethatthere's

lotofmoneyinthere.

Lindiwe:that'simpossible.There'ssomething

wrongwithyourspeedpoint.Tryagain.



Thetellersmilesandrestarttheprocessagain.

Lindiwepunchthepinagainandwait.

Teller:I'm sorryma'am.Itstillsaysdeclined.

Lindiwefeelsacoldsweatonherbackaseyes

arenowonher.Awholeslaymamawitha

decliningcard?

Shemovesbackandtakeoutherphonedialing

Daniel.Hebetterpickupandexplainthis

madness!

Daniel:hello?

Lindiwe:Daniel,whathappenedtoyourcard?



Sheisbreathingheavilyrightnow,shecannot

believethisembarrassment.Whatthehell?

Imagineifthishappenedwhileshewasatthe

restaurant

Daniel:notevenahellomyhusbandhowareyou

doingtoday?

Lindiwe:DanielNyathi,nottodaybaba.

Daniel:Icantellyouarepressed.Whatisit?

Lindiwe:Iam atmyfavoritestorebuyingfew

clothes.WhenItriedtoswipewithyourcardit

declined.WhybecauseIknowthere'ssomuch

moneyinthere?



Daniel:ohthat.Iclosedthecardandmovedmy

moneytoanotheraccount.

Lindiwe:(whispering)what?Whywouldyoudo

that?Andwhenwereyouplanningtotellme?

Whatam Isupposedtodonow?

Daniel:IgotmybankstatementandIwas

shockedathowyouhavebeenabusingmycard.

Lindiweyouhaveyourowncardwhereyour

ownshareoftheclub'smonthlyprofitsgoesto.

Useit!

Heendsthecallandshesweatsupevenmore.

Ifhegotthestatementfrom thebankthenshe

isdeadbecauseitmeansheknowsaboutthe



hotelsshehasbeentowithIbanathi.

Shecan'tuseherowncardbecauseshe

exhaustedhersavingsbybuyingIbanathithis

andthat.Thelittlemoneyleftwillcoverhernext

nailandhairappointment.Atleastherpetrolis

sorted.

Shecan'ttouchthemoneyfrom thatcomes

from theclubeitherbecauseit'sonafixed

account.

Lindiwe:urhm sweatie,pleaseputmystuff

asideI'llcomeback..Ineedtosortsomething

out.

Shequicklyrushesoutwithoutlookingback

avoidingthestaresshefeelsbehindher.



DANIEL

Helooksathisphoneafterthecallfrom

Lindiweandclickshistongue.

Daniel:thenerveofthiswoman.Shewantsto

continuespendingmymoneyonherboyfriend?

It'snotgoingtohappen.Iam sogoingtodeal

withherslowly.Thisisjustthebeginning.

Amessagecomesthroughfrom theTinderapp.

Hesmilesreadingit.Hehasbeenchattingwith

thismysterywomanfortwodaysnowandheis

enjoyingeverymoment.



Hewantstotakethingstoanotherlevellike

askingheroutondatebuthefeelslikemaybe

it'swaytoosoonforthat.

Buthey,lifeistooshortandwhatifheendsup

boringtheladybydraggingthiswholething?I

meanthepointofitallistoletlooseandhave

somefun.

Hetypeonhisphonehishandssweatingabit

hopinghedoesn'tgetrejected.

Daniel:(typing)canwemeet?Lunch,dinneror

whateveryouwouldprefer.Iwillcoverallthe

costs.

Hesendsthetext.Awholeblinddate?He

wonderhowitisgoingtobelikeandthethrillof



itexciteshim evenmorehencehehasn'tasked

forherpictureyet.

Amessagepopsup.Hereadsit.

"Yeswecan"

Daniel:(smiling)bingoNyathi!!

MCEBO

Thedoorinhisapartmentfliesopenashim and

Mitchellbadgesinkissing.

Theyarefrom theirthirddateandhebelieves

thattheyarereadytotakethingstoanother

levelnow.



Sheiseverythinghewantsinawoman,perfect

andsogoaldriven.Shematcheshispersonality

andtheyholdaverymaturedconversationsall

time.

Hepusheshertothecouchandtakesoffhist-

shirtlookingather.Shelooksabit

uncomfortable.

It'sbeenadryseasontohim foraverylong

timeandhecannotwaittodevourherallout.

Mitchell:pleasewait,Ineedtotellyou

something.

Shesaysandhetriestoliftherdressup.



Mcebo:whatisitbabe?Coulditwaituntilwe

aredone?

Mitchell:no,it'sveryimportantItellyou

this,please.

Mcebolooksatherdefeatedandsitsnextto

hertopless.

Mcebo:Ithoughtwespokeaboutthisand

agreedhowmuchwewanteachother?

Mitchell:Idowantyou,trustme...

Mcebo:thenwhatisit?



Mitchell:I..I'm..

Mcebo:youarewhat?Talkpleasebecausenow

youareworryingme.

Mitchell:I'm atransgender...

Mcebopopshiseyeslookingatherfora

minutebeforejumpingupquickly...

Mcebo:whoa!!!Youarewhat??

Tobecontinued

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter12



(Chapternotedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

MCEBO

Helooksather.Howcouldthishappen?How

didhemissit?Noways!

Mitchell:IknowyouaremadandIunderstand

butIwaswaitingfortheperfecttimetotellyou.

Unfortunatelythereisneveraperfectmoment

todisclosesuch,withusitwasworsebecause

wehitofffrom thewordgo.

Iam stillundergoingtheprocedureandall

necessarystep,adatehavebeensetformy



surgery...

Mceborubshiseyesandpickhist-shirtputting

iton.Somuchexcitementforwhatmara!!

Mcebo:lookMitchell,Idon'thaveanyproblem

withtheLGBTcommunity.InfactIloveand

respectthem butIam notattracted

romanticallytothem

I'm sorrybutIcannotdothis,reallyIcan't.It's

justalotandIam nowayreadytoputmyself

throughallofthatjustasyet.

Mitchell:Iunderstand,Itrulydo.I'm gratefulfor

knowingyouandsharingthoseperfect

memorieswithyoueventhoughitwassucha

shortspaceoftime.



Mcebo:youareanamazingperson,nodoubt

andIwishyounothingbutthebestinlife.

Mitchell:theladythat'sgoingtoendwithyou

willbetheluckiest.Iguessthisisit?

Mcebo:I'm afraiditis.

Mitchell:wenotenemiesandwheneveryoufeel

likeexploring,callme.

Mcebofakesmilesandstandup,Mitchell

standsuptoo.Heiscuriousaboutthebooty

andboobsbutdecidesthatheisnotgoingto

saymoreormuch.



AssoonasMitchellisouthesighsrelievedand

goestotakeashowertocooldownthe

erection.

ZIPHO

Today'stheedinnerdate.Girlwentallout.She

boughtaverysexydressthathugsherbody.

It'sopenedattheback,showsoffsomelegand

cleavage.Nervesarehighasshedoesn'tknow

whattoexpectandhersisterisn'thelpingthe

situation.

Sheisworryingherevenmoreasshedoes

makeuponherfacetomatchthegorgeous

outfitsheiswearing.



Yanga:Ireallyhopethisdateturnsouttobe

whatweareexpecting.Imaginegoingthere

lookingthisflyandmeetanoldmanwithfront

teethgone,wearingabrantwoodtrousers...

Zipho:Yanga,pleaserest.Youarestressingme

outmarn

Yanga:(laughing)IreallywishIcanbeafly

shame.Anyways,whereareyouguysmeeting

at?

Zipho:wellhesaidhemadereservationsforus

atTheEatandthenifthingsgowell,wemight

takeittohishotelroom.

Yanga:wow,whenyousaymadereservations

youmeanbookedthewholerestaurantjustfor



adinnerfortwo?

Zipho:Itoldyouthatthisguyisabusinessman

sohegottaprotecthisimageatallcost.

Yanga:nowIam sbwlingtobeyou.Ican

picturethescene,roses,softmusicandyour

veryownwaiterattendingtoyou

Zipho:that'ssweetbutIdoubtitwillgettothat.

Thisisnotsomenovelish.

Iguesswe'lljustchillandtalkmoregettingto

knoweachotherIsuppose.

Yanga:aichesamogirl,Ican'twaitforyouto

comebackandtellmeeverythingaboutit.



Zipho:Iam definitelygoingto.Letmegosee

mom'sbeforeIleave.

Yanga:makesureyoudon'tgonearthestove,

she'sbakingyourmakeupwillmelt.

Zipho:mom shouldberestingwhyissheup?

Yanga:youknowyourmothergirl.

Zipholooksatherselfandsmile.Hersisteris

definitelydoingawrongcourse.Sheshould

investinthisbeautythingandtakeittoanother

level.

ShegetstothekitchenandfindMaXulubaking



asYangasaid.

Zipho:butmom,it's5pm intheafternoon,the

sunisstillhotandoutandhereyouarebaking.

Youwanttofaintnowbecauseofheat?The

doctorsaidyoushouldrest.

MaXulu:mydear,I'm verymuchfineandfeeling

better.YouknowverywellIcan'tsitanddo

nothingorelseIwillgocrazy.

Zipho:youaresostubbornthoughmom.Please

gorestafterthisclayfinishes

MaXulu:(smiling)IwillIhopethatwillsatisfy

you.



Zipho:yesitwill.Idon'tevenknowwhoareyou

bakingtheseforbecauseyouaren'tgoingtothe

streetsanytimesoon.

MaXulu:ifI'm notgoingthenyouandYangawill

go.Weneedthemoney,wecan'tlooseourloyal

customerswhocarriedusthroughtheseyears.

Zipho:it'sfine,Iwon'tmindsellingforyouas

longasyourest.

MaXulu:ohmybaby,alwayshadabigheart.

Whereareyougoinglookingthisbeautiful?

Zipho:(blushing)well,Iam goingonadate...



MaXulu:mhmm...Thatsoundsinteresting.Who

ishe?

Zipho:well,Ican'ttellyouuntilaftermydate.

MaybeIwon'tevenlikehim njewhoknows?

MaXulu:Ibelievethatyouaregoingtolikehim.

ActuallyIhopeyoudo.

Zipho:seriousmom?

MaXulu:yesmylove.Youhaverespectedme

Zipho,youaredoingwellatschoolsoIreally

hopeyoucanfindyourselfahandsomeyoung

mantodatewithandbehappy.

Loveisbeautifulwhendonewiththeright



person.Don'tletwhathappenedbetweenyour

fatherandIstopyoufrom experiencingit.

Zipho:Idon'twanttothinkaboutthatman.I

stillcan'tbelievethewayhetreatsus.

Ifkarmareallyexists,Ihopehevisitshim one

dayanddon'tforgettoinvitemetowatch.

MaXulu:forgivehim mybaby.Iremembered,

whathappenedtothemanwhomovedmetoa

privatehospital?Yourfriend'sfather?

Zipho:ohMrNyathi?Hesincehavereturnedto

workinMpumalanga.Wehaven'tseenhim in

theclubforsometimenow.



MaXulu:oh,IwashopingthatonedayIseehim

andthankhim forthekindgestureheshowed

towardsyouthattime.

Heissuchagenerousandkindman.

Zipho:Heis,IbelievealltheNyathimenare

kindhearted.ImeanlookatMcebo.

MaXulu:thatboyisasweetheart.Iwasreally

hopingyouweregoingtosaythatyouaregoing

onadatewithhim.

Zipho:(wavingherhand)haihaimama,Idon't

seenorlikeMcebolikethat.Tomeheisagood

friendandabrother.



MaXulu:Iwasjustsayingthatitwouldn'tbea

badthingyouknow.

Zipho:Ishouldfinishmypreparation.I'llseeyou.

Pleaserest.

MaXulu:Iwill,Ipromise.Besafeandenjoyyour

night.

Zipho:Iwillmama.

HOURSLATER

McebodrivesthroughtheXuluhouseholdand

getsoffhiscar.

HegreetsZipho'smom andwalksoutofthe



housewithYanga.

Yanga:youjustmissedyourfriendbyanhour.

Zipho:aw,mybad.Wheredidshesayshewas

goingto?

Yanga:toadinnerdatewithsomeguyshemet

onTinder.

Mcebo:owh,Ihopeshedoesn'tgetthehorrorI

experienced.

Yanga:youlooklikeaballoonthat'saboutto

explode.Whatisit?

Mcebo:(sighs)Ireallyneedtovent.Promise



meyouarenotgoingtolaugh?

Yanga:(pressingherlipstogether)Iwon'tI

swear.

McebonarratesthewholestorywithMitchell

andYangacracksuploud

Mcebo:youpromisednottolaugh!

Yanga:I'm sorry,Ijustcan'thelpit.Ohmyword!

Sorrymarnyoohwhatawow!

Mcebo:Ispentthewholedaythinkingaboutthe

messofyesterday.Iam reallytraumatized

Yanga:youaredramatic.Imeanyoudidn'teven



gettoseetheguy'sD...

Mcebo:Yanga!!

Yanga:(laughing)okay..sorryke!

Mcebo:IcameherehopingtoinviteZiphotoa

turnupbutIguesssomeothertime.

Yanga:yeah,Ihopeshealsowon'tcomewitha

sobstoryfrom herdateaswell.

Mcebo:Ihopenot...Onthatnote,comewithme

totheclub.

Yanga:Iwouldloveto...Butyouhavetoaskme

from mom's.



Mcebo:noproblem,letmeaskherandassure

herthatI'm goingtobringyouback...

Yanga:plusshelikesyousoIdon'tthinkshe

willmind.Let'sgetinside.

DANIEL

Hecheckshimselfonthemirroronemoretime.

Heislookinggoodwithafreshnewcut.

Hisheartisbeatingsodamnfast.Henever

thoughthewouldeverdothis,gooutpursuing

anotherwomanwhilemarriedtohiswife.

Justwhentheguiltyisabouttoconsumehim



toapointofcancellingthewholething,scenes

ofIbanathiandLindiwetloftlofingeachotherin

hishousevisitshismind.

Hefeelsbetterimmediatelyremindinghimself

thatshestartedit.Heisjustreturningthefavor

becauseclearlyhehavebeenafooland

missingoutwhilehiswifewashavingthebest

timeofherlife.

Daniel:okayDaniel,it'sshowtime.

Hespeakstohimselfwonderingifhestillknow

anybestpickuplines?Imeanit'sbeenages

anditwasbackthenwhenheaskedLindiwe

out.

Sincethen,hedidn'tlookaroundandfocused



ononewoman.Hereadsthelasttextfrom the

ladysayingshehasarrivedandwaitingattheir

table.

Heexhalesandgetsoutofthemales

restroomsandgoestothetable.Approachingit,

heseesherbackthatisvisibleandbarefacing

him.

Herlongweavepushedasideontheshoulder.

Hetakesfewstepsandgoestothefrontand

nearlydropdeadseeingwhoitis.

ThesameshockistransferredtoZiphoaswell

whoquicklygetsoffherchairwithhereyes

poppedout.

Zipho:MrNyathi??



Daniel:MaGxabhashe.Whatareyoudoinghere?

Zipho:Icouldaskyouthesamething!Please

don'ttellmeyouareSqalo?

Daniel:ohboy!

Zipho:wow,thisisnothappening!

Shesitsdownandgulpdownthewinethatwas

broughtuponherarrival.Danielpullsachair

oppositeherandsitsdown.

Heisstillamazedathowamazingshelooks

tonight.



Zipho:Ihavetogo...

Daniel:hey,sitdownandrelax.ImeanIhave

alreadybookedthisplacesolet'smakethebest

outofit.Ordersomethingandeatwhileyoutell

mewhatareyoudoingonthatsite.

Hesnaphisfingerandcallthewaitertotheir

table.Ziphoisonamissionoffinishingthis

winebottleinfrontofher

Zipho:lookwho'stalking,youaremarriedor

haveyouforgotten?GodwhatisMcebogoing

tosay?

Daniel:youaregoingtotellhim aboutthis?



Zipho:well,no.

Daniel:good.Imustsayyouarelookinggood,

verygood.

Zipho:thanks,youarenotbadyourself.Gosh

thisisawkward!

Danielchuckles,forsomeweirdreasonher

reactionamuseshim.Theyplacetheirorder

andthewaiterleaves.

Daniel:youknownowit'smakesense.WhenI

waschattingwithyouitdidfeellikeIwas

talkingtosomeoneIknow.

Zipho:wellIhadthesamefeeling.Ihavetoask



thoughandbehonest.

Daniel:yeah,shoot.

Zipho:areyoureallyhavingmarriageproblems

oryouarejustbeingamanandlying?

Daniel:(smirking)Idon'twanttotalkaboutitbut

yes,mywifeandIareexperiencingsome

issues.

Zipho:howdeep?

Daniel:deeptoapointwhereIam thinkingof

divorcingher.

Zipho:yooh!DoesMceboknow?Heisgoingto



bedevastated!

Daniel:Mceboisanadult,onceIhavefinished

withallthepreparations,Iam goingtosithim

downandexplaineverything.Heismysonheis

goingtounderstand.

Theirfoodarrivesanditlookssoappetizing.

Zipho:yoohhaiIkindoffeelforhim shamebut

Ihopeheisgoingtounderstandandbefine.

Daniel:hewillbe,heisaNyathithatone.Howis

yourmother?

Zipho:she'sgood,actuallysheaskedaboutyou

beforeIleftasifshefeltIwasmeetingwithyou.



Daniel:(chuckling)whatwassheaskingabout

me?

Zipho:nothingmuch,justwantedtopassher

gratitudeintohelpingher.

Daniel:Isee,wellmaybeoneofthesedaysI'm

goingtostopbyandseeher.

Zipho:shewouldlovethatverymuch.

Daniel:so,sincewearehere.Whatcanyoutell

meaboutyourself?

Zipho:(takesasipandputherglassdown)

whatdoyouwanttoknow?



Daniel:anything,humorme

Zipho:well,ifIam beinghonest,Ioncehada

crushonyou.

Daniel'sinabilitytocontainhissmileisvisible.It

reacheshisearsandhepicksuphisglassand

takesasip.

Daniel:ohreally?Tellmemore.

Zipho:itreallydoesn'tmatternowbecausethat

crushisgone.

Daniel:(smiling)serious?Kanjalonje?(Justlike

that?)



Zipho:yes,justlikethat.

Daniel:(smiling)okay,Ibelieveyou.

Ziphorollshereyesandfocusesoneating.

Daniel:isitpossibletoreignitethecrushback?

Ziphoquicklylooksupathim andfindshim

staringatheraswell.

Tobecontinued
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Chapter13



ZIPHO

Shedropshereyesfrom thedeepstareshe

receivesfrom Daniel.Slowlyshepicksupher

napkinandwipehermouth.

Zipho:IthinkIshouldgohomenow.Thanksfor

thegreatfood.Imustsayitwaslovelychatting

toyououtsidework.

Daniel:comeon,youaregoingtoignoremy

questionjustlikethat?

Zipho:whatdoyouexpectmetosay?Doyou

haveanideawhatthisisgoingtodobetween

MceboandI?



BelievemewhenIsayyouaremytypeandI

wouldn'tmindtosnackonyouanytimeofthe

daybuttheissuehereisthatyouaremy

friend'sfather!

Daniel:Isee.WellIhopeyouaregoingto

realisethatyouareworryingaboutsomething

thatyoushouldn't.

ImeanZipho,webothfeeleachother,evenway

beforethistinderthing.Usmeetinglikethis

wasoneoftheuniversesignals.

PleasetellmeifI'm wrong,tellmeifthis

butterfliesI'm feelingareonesided.

HesaysplacinghishandontopofZipho's.Her



heartisbeatingfasterthannormal.She

removesherhandandgetuppickherbag

gettingup.

Zipho:Ihavetogo...

Daniel:letmedropyouatleast...

Zipho:no,I'llbefine,thanks.

Sherunsoutoftherestaurantrequestingluckily

thereisaBoltdriver2minutesawaydropping

offsomeone.

BythetimeDanielwalksout,sheisinsidethe

carandbreathoutheavilyrestingherheadon

theseat.Thisisamess.Howisshegoingto



getoutofthisone?

Onethingforsureisthatsheneverstopped

likingDanielbutshehadtothinkforMceboand

pulledouttheprofessionalcardalltimeshe

seeshim atwork.

Withallthis,sheiswonderinghowIstheir

workingrelationshipisgoingtobefrom now.

YANGA

Sheopenshereyeswithherheadpounding

heavilyandlooksaround.

Sheisinabedroom shedoesn'trecognizeand

quicklyjumpsupscreaming.



ThedoorfliesopenandMcebowalksin

wearinghisshotsandlooksather.Yangasighs

relievedrealisingsheisatMcebo'sapartment.

Yanga:I'm sorrytohavewakeyouup.Igot

frightenedwhenIwokeinabedIdon'tknow.

Whathappenedlastnight?

Mcebo:lastnightwepartiedhard.DamngirlI

didn'tknowyouweresuchadancefreak.Itwas

reallyfun,Ienjoyedmyself.

Unfortunatelywecouldn'tdriveyoutoAlex

becauseIwasdrunkandIam afraidofbeing

arrestedfordrunkdrivingorworsehavingan

accident.



Yanga:it'sokay,Iunderstand.Ineedtotakea

showerprobablymybodywillwakeupand

headhome.Ihaveaclassat11Iwonderhow

am Igoingtocope.

Mcebo:yourmothermustbeverymadatme...I

shouldapologise.

Yanga:don'tworryabouther,Iwillsoftenherup.

Letmetakeashower.

Mcebo:cool,Iwillmakeyousomecoffeeand

hangovermixture.

YanganodsandMceboclosesthedoor.Yanga

dragsherselftothebathroom aftermakingthe

bedandtakeacoldshower.



Shefeelsbetterafteritandwalktothekitchen.

Mceboisratherhappytodayandshedoesn't

wanttoprysoshewatchesinadmiration.

Yanga:I'm alldone.

Mcebo:okaycool,I'm goingtochangeandtake

ashoweraswellthendropyouoff.

Yanga:alright.

Hegivesherthecoffeeandsomegreenish

smoothietodrink,apparentlyitisgoingtohelp

herwiththehangover.

Lookingatit,shecantellthatthisthingtastes

horribleasfvck!!Shecloseshernoseandgulp



itdownandquicklydrinkstheblackcoffeeafter.

Yanga:goshIquitalcoholyoohangeke!Ifeel

likeatrainwalkedovermelastnight.

Sheconvincesherselfdrinkingthecoffee.A

phonepluggedinachargerontheTVstand

rings.

Shegoesclosetoitandrealisesit'snot

Mcebo's.HeisusinganiPhoneandthisisa

SamsungS21.

Justwhensheiswonderingwhosephoneis

this,Mitchellappearsfrom Mcebo'sbedroom

wearingnothingbutatowel.



Mitchell:morning,that'sminethanks.

Shepicksthephoneupandscrollsonitgoing

backtothebedroom andYanga'smouthis

wideopenrightnow.

Whatthehellhappened?Whendidmissyarrive

and?Yooh!MitchellgoesbackandMcebo

appearsfullydressed.

Mcebo:wecango.

Yanga:Mcebo?

Mcebo:Iknow,lookcanwetalkaboutthis

someothertime?Please.



Yanga:(clappingherhands)wow!Yoohwecan

leaveNyathiI'm done.

Mcebo:youmakemesoundsoold.It'smy

fatherwhoisaddressedassuch.

Yanga:Iam justshocked,thatall.

Mceboputsonsomemusicandtheydrivein

silencegoingtoherhouse...

DANIEL

Heisatthechesanyamatodayandhadjust

finishedhavingameetingwhenDustinwalksin.

Dustin:Nyathi...



Daniel:bafo.

Dustin:everythingisgoingwell?

Daniel:allisgoodmybrother.

Dustin:thenwhyam Iseeingyourlawyer

leavingthisplace?

Daniel:ohthat?Iwasfillinghim upaboutmy

plansofthefutureandsecuringmyfinancesin

place.

Dustinlooksathim withafrownthatsuggests

hemustexplain.



Daniel:Iam divorcingLindiwesoIwasdividing

theassetsandeverything.

Dustin:bestnewsI'veheardallday.ButIstill

believeyouarelettinghergoeasily.Youshould

havedealtwithherabit,togetherwiththat

goodfornothingmanofhers.

Daniel:Ireallyhavenotimeforrevenge,Ihave

somuchtoliveforandlookforwardto.

Asmuchasithasgottentothis,sheismy

son'smother,wehadthebest25yearsof

marriagesothat'sthereasonwhyIwantour

splittobeamicable.

Dustin:Ihopeshedoesn'tdragthewholething

ortriestofightyou.InthemeanwhileIshallbe



lookingforawomanforyou...

Daniel:noneed,Ialreadyfoundone.

Dustin:(smiling)okay,isitsomeoneIknow?

Daniellooksathim andchuckles.

Dustin:fine,Iwillfindoutandyouknowthat.So

howdidyoufindher?Givemethedetails...

Daniel:whatIcansayisthatshehasbeen

undermyeyesthewholetime.Ijustdidn'tknow

Ilikedherthatwayuntilwestartedtalking.

NowallIwanttodoisjustholdherandexpress

howIam feelingforherbetteryouknow.



Dustin:Ihopeyouarenotgoingtofallforher

becauseIknowyou.Thenextthingyouwillbe

tellingmeyouareinloveandwantstomarry

her.

Daniel:(laughing)that'snotabadthingeitherI

meanhavingonepersontoloveandbelongto

isonegreatfeeling.

Dustin:andlookwhenthatgotyou?Iwantto

sitdownandgiveyoualectureaboutloveand

relationshipsbutumdala.

Ihavetogo,Iwillseeyoulater.Howlongare

yougoingtobethisside?

Daniel:itwon'tbethatlong,Iwillbegoingback



soon.Probablythisevening.

Dustin:andwhenareyouservingLindiwewith

thepapers?

Daniel:assoonasmylawyerisdonedraftingit.

Dustinnodsandtheyshakehands.Danielpick

histhingsandcallJomofrom theclubwalking

tohisbrandnewcar.

Daniel:Jomo,canyoukindlysendmeallthe

staff'spersonaldetails?Yeseverybody's.My

lawyersareupdatingsomethingonthesystem

soIneedtomakesureeverythingiscorrect.

Yespleaseemaileverythingtome,thankyou.



Hegetsinsidethecarandremovesthetie.He

islying,hewantsZipho'shomeaddressbut

doesn'twanttocomeacrossasobvioustohis

employee.

Onethinghedoesn'twanttoseehappeningis

Ziphocatchingthefireorbeingcallednames

soheisgoingtoprotectherbyallmeans

necessarybecauseheknowsforsurethathe

likesher.

Hisemailnotificationpopsupandhescrolls

downtoZipho'snameandfindstheaddress.

HepunchitontheGPSanddrivesthere.

*



*

*

YangafillsZiphoupaboutwhathappenedat

Mcebo'sandZiphoisasshocked.

Yanga:pleasedon'taskhim,Ipromisedhim

thatIam notgoingtosayanythingtoyouuntil

hetellsyouhimself.

Zipho:Iwon't,Ipromise.ImeanIunderstand

whereheiscomingfrom,maybehewantsto

exploreyouknowandhavefunbutatthesame

timeIthinkhereallylikesher.

Heusedtoblabalotaboutthiswomanso

walkingawaymightbedifficultforhim.



MaXulu:Yanga!!

Sheshoutsfrom herotherbedroom.

Yanga:Ma?

MaXulu:someone'satthedoor!

Yanga:Ihavetogo,I'm lateformyclass,when

areyougoingtowork?

Zipho:argharound1ishouldbeclockingin

becauseIhavetostudylatersoIwon'tbethere.

IhavebathedsoIwillchangeandleavesoonas

well.



Yanga:okay,atleastyouwilltellmehowyour

datewaslaterwhenyoucomeback.

Zipho'smooddrop.Sheisnowayreadytotalk

aboutthat.Yangaleavestheirbedroom and

headstothedoor.

Yanga:MrNyathi,hi.

Daniel:hiYanga.Isyourmotherin?

Yanga:yessheis.Pleasecomein,I'm goingto

gether.

Daniel:thankyou.

Danielwalksincarryingagiftbag.Yangaruns



totheirbedroom first.

Zipho:Ithoughtyouhaveleft?

Yanga:guesswhowasknockingatthedoor?

Zipho:who?

Yanga:yourboss,Daniel.

ZiphoquicklysitsupandlooksatYanga.

Zipho:areyouserious?

Yanga:yes,hewantstoseemom,I'm goingto

gether.



Ziphoisleftstunnedatthis.Danielhavebeen

textingherbutshedecidedtodeleteherprofile

from Tinderanduninstalltheapp.

Shepeekfrom thedoorandseeshim talkingto

hermotherenquiringaboutherhealth.Her

heartisbeatingfasterthannormal.

Shehearshermothercallingherandputonher

sleepers.Shelookscrustyonherabovethe

kneeshortdress,adoekonherhead.

Zipho:Ma?MrNyathi,hi.

Daniel:(smiling)Zipho,howareyoudoing?



Zipho:I'm goodsirthanks.Mom youcalledme?

MaXulu:ohIwassayingyourbosshereisso

kindandIwantyoutohelpmethankhim byhis

gratitudehehasshowntoourfamily...

Zipho:thankyouforyourkindnesssir,weare

trulygrateful.

Daniel:pleaseguysstopwiththis.It'sokay

really.Zipho,aren'tyousupposedtobeatwork?

Zipho:Iwillbepreparingforitsoon.

Daniel:I'm goingtherenowbeforeI'm heading

towork.Grabyourthingslet'sgo.



Zipho:Ihavetochangeand...

Daniel:youaregoingtochangeatwork,likeyou

normallydo.

Ziphorealisesarguingwithhim infrontofhis

motherisgoingtobeverysuspicious.Shegoes

backtothebedroom andpickherbackpack

withtheuniform inside.

Sheputsonabraunderneaththedress,

sandalsandremovethedoeksubstitutingit

withabuckethat.

Zipho:wecanleave.Mama,I'llseeyoulater.I'm

knockingoffat6today.



MaXulu:okaymybaby.Haveagreatday.

Danielbidshisgoodbyeaswellwishinghim a

greathealthandwalkoutwithZipho.

InsidethecarZiphoislookingoutsidethe

windowpissed.

Daniel:areyoumadatme?

Zipho:whatisthisyouaredoing?Whatif

Mcebosawyou?Andwhydidyougivemymom

somuchmoney?Areyoutryingtobuymeby

splashingmoneytomymom?

Daniel:Zipho,Iknowthatyouarefeeling

overwhelmedandallbutIjustwantustotalk



okay?Beawfullyhonesttoeachotherand

aboutthissituationathand.

Andno,I'm notbuyingyou.It'swasjustakind

gesture.

Zipho:lateadolescentageisslowlycreeping

outofyou.Nowyoulieaboutseeingmymother

justsoyoucantrickmeintoleavingwithyou?

Daniel:youdidn'tgivememuchofachoice

becauseyoudeactivatedyouraccountandI

didn'twanttotalktoyouaboutthisatworkwith

alleyesonus.

Zipho:andthisisnotthewaytowork.Whereare

youtakingmeto?



Daniel:toasecuredplacewherewecantalk

withoutdisturbances.Myhotelroom.

Zipho:wow!

Danielkeepsquiteandtheydriveinandhe

parkshiscarattheback.Hecollectsthekeys

andhisphones.

Daniel:wecangoinside.

Ziphofollowshim insidetheliftgoingtothe

26thfloor.Danielschucklesandmovescloser

toher...

Zipho:Danielyouaretooclose...



Daniel:youdon'tlikeit?Tellmetobackoffand

Iwill.

Zipholooksupathim feelingshortallofa

sudden.Hiseyesmakesherweak.Hermind

tellshertoaskhim tostepbackbutherheart

saysbringhim closer.Shedropsherbagdown

andwrapherarmsaroundhisneck.

Danielplaceshislipsontohersandlockthelift

pickingheruptohiswaist...

Tobecontinued.

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter14



DANIEL

Ifthere'sonethingthatisexcitingisan

unplannedsex.Hisintentionwastocomeup

withhertotalkbuthefindshimselfinaspot

wherehecravesforsobadly.

Withherthighswrappedaroundher,hishands

touchinghermoisturizedskin,heisunableto

holdonanylongeranddrophispants..

Herubshisshaftonherwetentrancelistening

toherbreathingacceleratingashepressed

himselfharderonher..

Zipho:ohGod...



Shemoansonhisneckandhepressherback

againstthewalloftheliftandincreasehispace

inandoutofher..

Daniel:damn..youaresohot,WTF!

Ziphorespondbymovingherwaistalonghis

strokesanditdoesn'ttakehim longtocome

aftershehasreachedherpeak.

Hefixeshispantsandtheliftopens,luckily

there'snooneoutsidewaitingtogetinsohe

dragsherinsidetheroom andclosethedoor.

REMOVED

MCEBO



Comingbackfrom droppingYanga,hefound

Mitchellallreadyanddressedup.

Yesterdaywasamovie.Seeinghim attheclub

dancinginthoseshortswithanotherguys

madehim sojealous.

Hetriedtodownplayitbutrealisedthatheis

unabletoholditintogetheranymoreandwent

tofetchher.

BythattimeYangawasthrowingupandhad

movedhertothecar.Hewarnedheragainst

smokingweedanddrinkingvodkathatitwas

dangerous.

ComingbackwithMitchell,theytookYangato



bedandgetonit.Hehadsexwithwomen

beforebutdamn,theamountofpleasurehe

experiencedlastnightshaggingMitchellwas

outofthisway.

Whatstoodoutforhim waswhentheywere

rubbingtheirprivatepartstogetherandthat

momentwasmagical.

Hedoesn'tknowwhattocallthissituationor

explainitbutonethingforsureisthathewants

moreofit.

Mitchell:so,whatisitgoingtobe?Orwaslast

nightoneofthestands?

Mcebo:no.Iwantmoreofit.Iwantyou.



Mitchell:areyousure?Imeanareyouprepared

foralltheblacklashshoulditcomeoutthatyou

arewithatranswoman?

Mcebo:allIknowrightisthatIwanttobehere

withyouasyouundergothisjourneyof

changingyoursexuality.

Ican'tletgoofyouMitchbecauseforthefirst

timeinaverylongtimeyoumademefeelalive.

AndforonceIactuallygotattractedto

someonegenuinelywithoutlookingformyex's

qualitiesinthem.

Soyes..Iam withyouinthis,throughand

through.



MitchellholdsMcebo'shandandkissesit.

Mitchell:thankyou,Iwasreallyheartbroken

becauseIhavefallenforyousodamnhard.

Andyesterdaywasreallyacoincidence.Ididn't

meantobumpIntoyouthatway

Mcebo:(smiling)I'm gladIdidImeanIwould

havemissedout.SowhenIsyouroperation?

Mitchell:infewweekstime,allbookedand

ready.I'm sonervous.

Mcebo:allshallgowell,Itrustthatyouhave

greatdoctor'sreadytoperform this?

Mitchell:Ihave.Besidestheexcitementof



comingbackwithabrandnewvagina,I'm

stressedaboutsomethinggoingwrong.

WhatifIloosefeelingsandfindssexboringand

uninteresting?

Mcebo:nowyouareoveractingandit'snot

healthy.Bepositiveokay?

Mitchell:youareright.Ishouldn'tbehavingsex

even...

Mcebo:ohisit?Isupposewecanjustdoitfor

thelasttimebeforesurgery?Canwe?

Mitchell:(blushing)Isupposewecan...



Mcebolearnsoverandkisseshergentlylaying

herdownonthecouch....

ZIPHO

Thealarm ringsandsheopenshereyes.It's

timetogettowork.ShesitsupandDanielpulls

herbacktohischest.

Theyonlymanagedtofallasleepfewminutes

ago,earlierwhentheytriedtosleepafterthe

firstround,shefelthim slidingitinfrom behind

andhersleepwentawaybecauseshehadto

participateandcomeontop

Daniel:comebacktosleep,whereareyou

going?



Zipho:I'm goingtobelate.InfactIam already

late.

Daniel:youarewiththeboss,Idon'tunderstand

whyareyoupanicking.

Zipho:andpeoplearegoingtostarttalking?No

Ihavetogo.

Daniel:don'tbesilly.TextJomoandlethim

knowthatyouaregoingtobeanhourlate.

Zipholooksathim.Shefeelsalittleshy

thinkingaboutthethingstheyweredoingfew

minutesago.

Daniel:texthim.



Zipho:fine.

ZiphotextsJomoandcreatessomefakestory

abouttrafficandJomosayscool.

Shereturnsbacktobedandrestonhischest.

Hisfingerstrokeherbodyinaseductive

manner.

Daniel:arewegoingtotalkaboutwhat

happened?

Zipho:what'stheretotalkabout?Wehadsex,it

wasgreatandthat'sit.

Daniel:(chuckling)Ihonestlydidn'tknowyou



talkthismuch.Zipholook,Iwantthistobea

longterm agreementandseewhereitleadsus.

Pleasenotethatyouarenotmyreboundor

anythinglikethat.Ijustwantustoexplore,have

funandseewhereweendup.

Zipho:Ihearyou,IhadfunIagree.You

exceededmyexpectationsbutI'm afraid.

I'm afraidofMcebofindingoutorworseyour

wife.Onethingforsure,shewon'ttakeitlightly.

Daniel:hey,don'tworryaboutthosepeople.I'll

protectyoufrom them,Ipromise.

Zipho:soyounolongerloveLindiwe?



Daniel:Ineversaidthat.IsaidIam divorcing

her.

Zipho:ok.Letmeshowerandprepareforwork.

Daniel:Zipho,Iam notyourtypicalmarriedman

whoisgoingtolietoyou.

Let'sgetthatclear.Meseparatingwithmywife

doesn'tmeanthatIdon'tloveheranymore.

Ido,probablywillforeverbebutIcannot

continueshowingittoherbecauseof

somethingshedid.Ourconnectionismagical

andnatural.Let'snurtureitandseeswhereit's

leadus.Okay?



Zipho:(nodding)okay.

Daniel:canIjoinyouintheshower?

Zipho:(smiling)onlyifyoupromisetokeepyour

handstoyourself.

Daniel:Iwilltry...

Zipho:that'snotenoughbutitwilldofornow.

Come.

LINDIWE

Shesignssomedocumentsatthereception



checkingoutwithIbanathifrom thehotelthey

hadbookedinto.

Shetriedstayingawaybutthesilenttreatment

from Danielandallthefrustrationgottoher.

Sheendedupaskingherselfwhat'sthepoint,I

meanit'snotlikethisaffairisbrandnew.She

swallowedherprideandcalledIbanathito

serviceher.

Hisservicesdidn'tcomecheapthough

especiallysinceheisunemployednowandhad

toprovide.

Shehadtogivehim 4500asanappreciationfor

hisservicesandheshowedappreciation.



Lindiwehopesthisisthelasttimetheymeet

becauseshedoesn'tthinkshewillbeableto

payupforsex.

Walkingouttohercar,shenearlyfaintsseeing

Danielplayingcosywiththisothergirl.

Shedoesn'tgettoseeherfacebutspotsthe

club'suniform andknowsforafactthatshe

worksthere.

ShepushesIbanathibacktothehotelandhides

untilDanieldrivesoff.

Ibanathi:whatisit?

Lindiwe:Danielwasalsohere...Withanother



woman!

Ibanathi:what!?

Lindiwe:theb*tchworksattheclub.Getinlet

medropyouoffandsoIcanheadthere.

Ibanathi:andwhatareyougoingtodothere?

Lindiwe:justtoseeifIcanspotheragain.

Anythingthatcouldgivemeaclue...Let'sgo.

Lindiweisfeelingallkindsofpalpitationsright

now.Sheisholdingtearsbyherlashes.

Shewantstoscream sobadbecausewhatshe

justsawisanightmare!Hersweethusband



beingthatcosyinpublicwithanotherwoman?

Noways!Thisgirlhasaliver,worseofitallit's

theiremployee,howcanDanieldisrespecther

likethat?

Ibanathi:pleasecarefulwithyourdriving,Idon't

wanttodie.

Lindiwe:canyoujustshutup?Iwanttohear

myselfthinkandyouaredisturbingme!Even

yourbreathingissoloud!Justshutupplease!

*

*

*



XULU

Heismassaginghiswife'sfeetastheyare

swollenduetopregnancy.Juniorwhois5is

playingonthefloorwithhistruckandtoys.

Xuluiscontentandverymuchhappierwithhis

wife.Rightthen,hisstepdaughterwhom is5

yearsolderthanZiphodrivesin.Shedoesn'tlive

withthem fulltime,hasherownapartmentbut

dovisitsonceinawhile.

Helooksatthecarandfeelhisbloodboilwith

anger.Thisisalatestmercedesbenzamgthat

neitherhim andhiswifedrivesnorafford.

Sphesihle:heyrents.Howareyoufam?Little

brother,Imissedyou.



Shesayspickingherbrotherupplayingwith

him andXULUreadsthecarregistrationboldly

writtenDustinN.

Xulu:whosecaristhis?

Sphesihle:myboyfriend,minebumpedintoa

polesohelendedmehiswhileitisgettingfixed.

Xulu:howoldisyourboyfriendtodrivesuchan

expensivecar?

Ntombi:letthekidbe,Spheisoldenoughtobe

withanymanshewantstobewith.Orareyou

jealousthathermanaffordsacarthatyou

wouldn'tevenwithyourpensionfundjoinedin?



Sphe:(laughing)askhim Mama...

XulufeelsembarrassedThiswifedragginghim

infrontofthechildlikethat.Hedecidesto

leavethem.

Xulu:excuseme...

Sphe:(sittingonhischair)youareexcused

Tobecontinued
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MCEBO

Herushestotheofficeafterhismotherhad

walkedlookingpaleanddidn'tgreetanyone

Hefindsherdrinkingfrom Daniel'swhiskey

bottlepacingupanddown,herweaveontopof

thetable.

Mcebo:mom,iseverythingokay?

Lindiwe:myson,thankGodyouarehere.NoI'm

notokay.

Mcebo:Icantell,whatisit?

Lindiwe:yourfatherMcebo,Iswearthisman



wantstoseemedead!Likedead!

Mcebo:dad,whathashedone?

Lindiwe:youwon'tbelievethis,doyouknow

thatheisaroundGautengandhasneverbeen

tothehouse?

Mcebo:what?Whendidhearrive?

Lindiwe:wow,hedidn'teventellyou?Thisnew

womanmustsurelybedrivinghim crazy!

Mcebo:mom youaresayingsomanythingsat

once.Whatnewwoman?

Lindiwe:Isawyourfatherallcozywithayoung



ladytodaycomingoutofthehotel...

Mcebo:nowaysMom,notmyfather.

Lindiwe:I'm notcrazyminaMcebo!Yourfather

isaroundandhavinganaffairwithoneofthe

employeeshere!

Mcebo:wow!Mom howsureareyouwiththese

accusations?

Lindiwe:Isawitwithmyowntwoeyes.NowI

needyoutocallallthesetrampssooneof

them cantellmewhatthehellisshedoingwith

myhusband!

Canyoubelieveyourfather?Cheatingonme



withouremployee?Siesmarn,yazihedoesn't

seeme?Likenoreally!

Mcebo:mom youneedtocalm down.Evenif

suchistrue,callingthestaffandconfronting

them aboutthiswillonlymakeyoulooklikea

fool.

Youseriouslydon'twanttoembarrassyourself.

Ibelievethatwhateveritis,youcansortitout

withdad.

Lindiwe:Idon'tknowifthere'sanythingtosort

outwithyourfather.IswearI'm goingto

stranglethatman.

Mcebo:calm downmom,Iknowit'shurtbutit's

goingtobeokay.



Hehugshermom tighttohischestandfinally

Lindiweletgoofallthetearsshehavebeen

holding.

Lindiwe:ithurtssobadlymybaby.Inever

thoughtmyhusbandwouldturnouttobethis

man.

Mcebo:it'sgoingtobefinemom,Ipromise.

DANIEL

HeishavingMondaybluesthinkingabout

yesterday.Ziphohasbeenonhismindthe

wholetimeandthepictureofherdriveshim

crazy..



Heischattingtoheraskinghowwasherlast

exam andifshehadenoughtimetopreparefor

it.

Sheisexcitedandlookingforwardtograduate.

Danielisalreadythinkingaboutagraduation

gift,somethingtocheerherup.From thelittle

hepickedupfrom her,shereallyhadithard.

Rightthenhisphonerings,it'sMcebo.He

smilesanswering.

Daniel:Nyathi...

Mcebo:baba,canyoutalk?



Daniel:yes,Icantalk.Iseverythingokay?

Mcebo:Ishouldbeaskingthatfrom you.

Daniel:what'sthatsupposetomean?

Mcebo:canyoubelievethatIfoundmom crying

andlosinghermindattheofficeyesterday?

Shesaidshesawyouleavingahotelwithagirl,

notjustanygirlbutoneofourstaff!

BeforeIloosemymind,dadpleasetellmeit's

nottrue.Tellmethatmom isoveracting?

Danielbiteshislipssuppressingtheanger.How

dareLindiwerunstotheirsonabouttheir



maritalaffairs?

Daniel:son,Ithinkit'stimeyouknowthetruth.I

willbecominghomethisFridayandI'llsityou

downandexplaineverything.

Mcebo:youhaven'tansweredmyquestiondad.

Areyouhavinganaffair?

Daniel:don'tforgetwhoyouaretalkingto.I

don'tanswertokidsneitherdoIappreciateyour

tone.

Everythingyouwanttoknow,Iwillexplainit

Friday.Ihavetogobacktowork.

Hecutsthecallandbangonthetablefeelingall



frustrated.

Daniel:damnyouLindiwe!

HedialshislawyerSosibo.Hepicksuponhis

thirdring.

Sosibo:MyNyathi...

Daniel:areyoudonewiththedraft?

Sosibo:yes,Iwasplanningonsendingyouthe

finalcopysoyoucantakealookatitandhave

itdeliveredtomorrow.

Daniel:it'sfine.Iwillhanddeliveritmyself,

FridayI'llbeintown.



Sosibo:seeyouthenMrNyathi.

Heendsthecallandgetsupfrom thechairhe's

seatedonandheadbacktotheoffice.

ZIPHO

Sheisbusywithservingcustomerswhenshe

noticesthatthisgirlwhocamehereaboutan

houragohaven'ttouchedherdrink.

Shegoestoherandgreets.Shelooksupather.

Sheisbeautiful,nolie.

Zipho:hi,Iwaswonderingifyouareokayand

wecangetyouanythingelse?



Sphe:noI'm coolreally.IthinkIam goingto

leave.

Zipho:ohsosoon?

Sphe:yeah,Iwassupposedtobemeetingwith

myboyfriendherebutheisnotpickingupmy

calls.Heisprobablywithanotherwomanatthis

point.

Zipho:thewayyousoundsocoolaboutit

surprisesme.Ishemarried?

Sphe:nohe'snotbuttrustme,Ithinkitwould

bebetterifhewas...



Zipho:busythatmuch?

Sphe:toomuchandIhonestlyliketheguyhey.

Wemetabouttwomonthsback.Whatbores

meishisdisappearingtactics.

AndIhatethefactthatIam alwayswelcoming

whenhecomesback.Ihateit.

Zipho:Iguessyoucan'thelpit.Lovedoesthat

toaperson.Youfindyourselftoleratingsh*t

youvowednotto.

Sphe:andI'm tiredofstartingoveryooh.Ijust

wanttosettledownnowbutyoohthisguy.

Andit'sannoysmethatheisalmost40but

busylikean18.



Zipho:hahahasoyouarealsointothoseguys?

Whoeversaidoldermendoesn'tbringstress

liedhey...

Sphe:tellmeaboutit!Howoldisyours?

Zipho:I'm evenafraidtosayithey,andtotopit

up,he'smarried!

Sphe:girl!!

Zipho:Iknow,Iknow..it'samessbecausehis

childismyfriend.

Sphe:b*tchgerrahere!Whatareyoutellingme?

Youknowwhat,thisishotanddefinitelyneeds



apyjamapartykindofchilling.

Hereismynumber,textsmesometimes.My

nameisSphesihleXulu.

Ziphotakesthetissuewhereshewroteher

numberandstorethem onherphone.

Zipho:whatacoincidence,I'm alsoXulu..

Sphe:ohreally?Wellit'snotmyrealsurname

butsincemom marriedthisguy,Ihadtotake

hissurnamebecausehekindofraisedme.

Zipho:Isee,I'llcallyou.Letmegobacktowork

beforethebossseesmeslacking.Sheisabit

grumpythesedays.



Sphe:goworkhunny,I'lltrythisliarofmineone

lastchancebeforeIgiveup.

Zipholaughsandgoesbacktotheback.She

typehernameoninstagram andheraccount

popsup.

Sheisquitepopularthere,aninfluencerwith

loadsofflowers.Herpicturesgets10klikesa

minimum.

Shescrollsdownherpicturesamazedathowa

famouspersoncanbethischilledandseesa

picturethatcatchesherattention.

Sheisposingwithherfamily,mother,dadand

littlebrother.Shezoomsonthefathertobe



sureifhereyesarenotdeceivingherandis

shockedtoconfirm that'sherfather!!

Zipho:whatthehell?

ShelooksupandSpheisgone.

LINDIWE

It'saFridayafternoon,it'srainingoutsideand

sheispreparingforbedwhenDanielwalksin.

Shedoesn'tknowhowtoreactafterseeinghim

thatdaywiththatlady.Soshesitsonthebed

andwatcheshim puttingdownhisbag.

Daniel:youarenotgoingtogreetme?



Lindiwe:youfoundmeinsidehere,youshould

betheonegreeting.

Daniel:goodeveningLindiwe,howareyou

doing?

Lindiwe:I'm alivemyhusbandhowhaveyou

been?

Daniel:notsowell.

Lindiwe:oh,whatisthematter?

Daniel:youaremyproblem Lindiwe!



Lindiwe:me?

Daniel:yes!Howdoyougoabouttellingourson

ourbusiness?

Lindiwe:(chuckling)Oh,youmeanyour

cheating?Hedeservestoknowwhathisfather

isdoing,worsewiththeclubemployees!

Daniel:ohreally?

Lindiwe:yes!Danielhowcanyoubesocruel

andcheap?

Daniel:cheap?

Lindiwe:yes,awholewaitress!



Daniel:(chuckling)Idon'tknowifyouhave

alwaysbeenthiscrazyoryoudevelopedthe

madnessfrom sleepingwithIbanathi.

IneverbelievedsextiesbutIdonowbecause

clearlyyouarenot100%okayupstairs.

LindiwetremblesatDanielmentioningher

sleepingwithIbanathi.

Daniel:whyareyouquitenow?Goonandtell

mewhydidn'tyoutellMcebothatyouhave

beenscrewingIbanathithiswholetime,right

hereinmyhouse,onmybed!

Thenyouhavethenervetotellmeaboutbeing

cheap?Whoischeaper?



Lindiwe:baby...

Daniel:nowI'm baby?Lindiweawungibonineh?

Whenyoulookatmeyouseeyourfool?

Lindiwe:(shakingherhead)nobabythat'snot

true.IadmitIwaswrong.Ishouldn'thave

cheatedonyou...

Daniel:why?Onmybed?Why?

Lindiwe:it'sthedevilloveIswearIhavebeen

alwaysokay.Lovelook,wecanstillfixthisI

meanyouarealsocheatingsowearesquared

now...



Daniel:wow!WowLindiwe!It'sthatyoursolution?

Likeseriously?

Lindiwe:yesImeanyouarealsosleepingwith

someone...

Daniel:(takingoutanenvelopefrom hisbag)I

don'thaveanenergytodealwiththis.

Readthisdocument,tomorrowIam going

homeandIwilltellourfamilywearesplitting.

Lindiwe:splitting?Danielaren'tyouoveracting?

Youalsocheated!

Daniel:canyouproveitincourtbecausewith

meIcan?Lindiwe,Ihaveafootageofyou



shaggingIbanathiinthishouse.

Don'tpushmetogotherebecauseIwill,trust

me.Yes,IwentoutafterdiscoveringIhave

beenafoolloyaltosomeonewho'snot.

Andit'scool,youcanbringitupbutthedates

willsupportmyargumentthatyoustartedthis

first.

Trustmedraggingthiswon'tdoyouanygood

becauseIwillchangemymindandnotgiveyou

acent!

Andwhenyouareready,tellyoursonthetruth,I

am goingtotellhim buthemightnotbelieve

mebecauseheisgoingtothinkit'sanexcuse.

Don'tmakemeshowhim thevideoofhis



motherenjoyinganotherman'sdickinhis

father'shouse.Youevengavehim mycarto

drivearound,Lindiweyoureallyare

brave...goodnight!

Hepickshisbagandleavethebedroom.

Lindiwereleasesthetearsfrom hereyes.

Shegetsofffrom thebedandsitsonthefloor

crying.Thisisnothappening,itwasnever

supposetogetthisfar.

Notwhensheuntiedhertubesinhopesof

givingherhusbandanotherchild!

Tobecontinued
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Chapter16

(Chapternotedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

DANIEL

Spendingthenightinaguestroom forthefirst

timeeversincetheymovedtothishouse.

Hemustadmitthatitwasawkwardatfirstbut

peaceful.Thankstothehousebeingsound

proofed,hedidn'thearLindiwe'scriesthat'sif

sheevencried.

Herwordsstillrotatesinhismind."Wearenow

squared".Soitdoesn'tbotherherthatshe

broketheirmarriageandhasnosolutionto

menditotherthansayingthat?



Maybe,justmaybeifshewasremorsefulabout

thiswholethinghemayhavefoundaway

arounditbutno.

Today'sweatherallowsforhim tocuddlewith

Zipho,buthehastogoseehisfamilyfirst,then

MceboanddedicatethewholeeveningtoZipho.

Thinkingaboutherhegetsahardon.He

reachesforhisphoneanddialhernumber.It's

stillveryearly,shemustbesleepingsinceshe

wasworkinglastnightandknockedoffat1am.

Zipho:hello

Shesaysinaverysleepysexyvoice.



Daniel:goodmorning,I'm sorrytowakeyouup.

Howareyou?

Zipho:I'm tiredandverysleepy.Whyareyouup

soearly?

Daniel:youhavebeenonmymindsoIthoughtI

shouldcall.

Zipho:youaresuchacharmer..

Zipho:Iknow...Listen,canIspendtheevening

withyoulateron?Please...

Zipho:won'tthatgetyouintrouble?



Daniel:don'tworryaboutme,Iknowhowto

takecareofmyself.Justsayyesplease.

Zipho:finethen.Whattimearewegoingto

meet?Ihavetobeatthesalondoingmynails

andbraids..

Daniel:it'sgoingtobelate.I'llrequestforyouor

fetchyou.

Zipho:okaythen.Letmegobacktosleep.See

youlater.

Daniel:okaybaby..

Heendsthecallandathoughtcomestohis

mindrealquick.Helogsintotheclub's



businessaccountandgoestorecentpayments.

HefindsZipho'sbankaccountandlogontohis

bankaccount.Hetransferheracoupleof

thousandsrandstotakecareofsalonbill.

Shecallshim immediatelyandhesmiles.

Daniel:Ithoughtyouweresleeping?

Zipho:howam Isupposedtosleepwhen

there'sR10konmyaccount?Didyoudoan

errororwhat?

Daniel:(chuckling)whaterrorbaby?Godoyour

hair,buysomesexythingforlaterokay?



Zipho:definitelydaddy...I'm wakingup!

Daniellaughsanddecidetowakeupandget

busywithworkforanhourbeforetakinga

showerandheadstothekitchen.

HefindsLindiwemakingbreakfast,shehasall

thefavoriteingredientslaidoutonthetable.

Lindiwe:ohyouareup?Rightontime.Good

morning

Daniel:morning.Whysomuchfood?Orwe

haveguests?

Lindiwe:pleasehaveaseat.Notreally,Ijust

wokeupfeelinglikecooking.Whatwouldyou



liketoeat?

Daniel:Idon'thaveanappetitesoI'lljustdrink

someteaandhaveafruit.

InallhonestyDanieldoesn'ttrustthissudden

kindnessafterlastnight.Hereyeslookspuffy

andabitswollen.Apartofhim feelsforherbut

thenitiswhatitis.

Daniel:didyougetachanceofreadingthe

divorcecontract?

Lindiwe:no,Ididn't.

Daniel:why?Youhavetoreadthatcontractand

signit.



Lindiwe:DanielIam notsigninganything.You

areoveractingandIunderstand.Butthere'sno

needforustodivorce,wearegoingtosortout

marriageandmakeitwork.

Daniel:howsoLindiwe?Mhm tellme?Infact,

howdidyouevenseeme?Ohnevermind,that's

yourfavoritehotelwithyourtoyboy.

HesaystakingabiteofpancakeasLindiwe

looksdownuncomfortable.

Lindiwe:whoisthisgirlthatyouarebusywith?

Daniel:whydoyouask?



Lindiwe:Ineedtoknow,Imeanit'sfair.You

knowwhoIwascheatingwithso...

Daniel:was?EiLindiweyouarefunny,real

funny!I'vegottogo.Pleasereadthecontact,

consultwithyourlawyersandmakesureyou

understandeverything.

IfyouhavecomplaintsofwhichIdon'tthinkyou

shouldhave,we'llcallourlawyersanddiscussit

together.

Iwillgoandopentheclubtoday.

HegetsupandgoestohiscarleavingLindiwe

chewingonthefoodsoslowly...

DUSTIN



Openinghiseyes,hefeelsSphe'sbodyonhim

sotightthathecan'tevenmove.

Dustin:goodnessme,what'swrongwiththis

girl?Ei..pleasemove.

Hesaysabitfrustratedmovingheroffhisbody

andreachesforhisphonetochecktime.

It'salmost8am andheknowshissisterand

motherareupmakingbreakfastnow.Hereads

amessagefrom Danielsayinghe'scomingover.

HesitsupandshakeSpheup.Yesterdayhe

wasforcedtogoseeheraftershewasblowing

hisphonelikecrazy.Inawayhereallyregrets

hookingupwithher.



Babygirlissoclingyandit'snotevenfunny.

Whatboreshim themostishoweverythingisa

contenttoher.

Shewilltakeapictureofeverythingandwants

torecordthem together.Heputhisfootdown

andrefusedtakinganypictureswithher.

Imagineifshepostshim oninstagram andhis

otherhunniesgetstoseethatpicture,howwill

heexplainsthat?

Sphe:babe,fivemoreminutesplease...

Dustin:aibofivemoreminuteskuphi?Akulalwa

lizelingeneendunulana!(Wedon'tsleepuntil

thesuncomesouthere)



Itoldyouthatweshouldgotoyourplaceyou

insistedofcominghere.Iwouldhavelonggone!

Sphe:what'syourproblem?Theweatheriscosy

weshouldbecuddlingandenjoyingthis

moment.

Dustin:Ihavebusinessestorun.Wakeupand

takeashower.Iregretsayingyoushouldleave

yourcarbehind.NowIhavetodropyouoff?

Sphe:it'sokay,youcanlendmeyourcarand

fetchitlater.

Dustin:nothappeningagain...getup!



Heputsonhispantsandgoestothebathroom

towashhisteeth.Sphewalksinnakedand

wrapsherhandsaroundhim.

Sphe:notevenamorningglorynyana?

Dustin:seriouslyIam yoursexmatchine!After

givingyou4longroundslastnightyoustillwant

more?

Helooksather,atfirsthersexdrivewasaturn

onbutnowit'sstartstogettohim.Hesuspect

thatthegirlisaddicted.

Shewantstohavesexeverywhereand

everytime.Shereadstheroom andhitsthe

showerwhileDustinwasheshisfaceandfinish

offdressing.



Drivingherbacktoherplaceisabitawkward

becausesheissulkingandheisnotinamood

tobegher.Nottoday.

Dustin:alrightwearehere...I'llcallyou.

Sphe:howaboutnever!?

Shegetsoffhiscarandbanghisdoorsoloud.

Dustin:heywena!Uzoswaba!(Heyyou,youare

goingtoregretthis!)

Spheshowshim themiddlefingerandgoes

inside.Ifhehadtime,hewasgoingtofollow

herupandfvckthedisrespectoutofher.Yeses,



iyadelelalentombazana!(Thisgirlisvery

disrespectful)

Hedrivesbacktothehouseandarrivewith

Daniel.

Daniel:IthoughtIwastheonlyonehavinga

roughmorning,youlooklikeonetoo.What'sup?

Dustinsumsitupwhat'shappeningandDaniel

laughs.

Daniel:whatdidyoudotothepoorgirl?Argh

whyam Ievenasking?Yousexthesegirlstoo

goodandthenextthingtheyarebreaking

windowshere.



Dustin:Ididn'tevenshowedoffmytotallytalent

tothisone.Ngimrobhozilenje...

Daniel:clearlyumrobhozakamnandibecause

shekeepscomingback.

TheylaughgoinginsideandDanielgoestohis

motherandhugsherbeforejoiningthem inthe

table.

Theysaygraceandstarteatingconversing

aboutgeneralstuff.

Lumka:aren'tyoufrom yourhouse?Theway

youareeatingbrother!

Dustin:whyareyousoforward?Youaren'teven



buyinggrocerieshere!

Zamanichucklesabitanddoesn'tsayanything

whileherauntclickshertongue.

Dimakatso:Ithoughtyouweregoingtocome

withMaKhumalo.Youhavebeencominghere

aloneforquitesometimenowson.

Daniel:actually,that'sthereasonwhyIwanted

toseeallofyouabout.There'ssomethingI

needtotellyouall.

Theylookathim waitingforthenewsdrop

Daniel:LindiweandIaredivorcing.



DimakatsoandLumkaexclaim inshockexcept

DustinandZamani.

Daniel:Iwillappreciatethatyougiveusthe

privacyweneedtodealwiththiswithoutyour

interference.

Lumka:butwhy,Imeanyoutwohavebeen

togetherforsuchalongtime.Whywouldyou

splitattheagewhereyoushouldbeplanning

yourretirementgoalstogether?

Dimakatso:askmydaughterbecauseIdon't

understand.Youtwoshouldbetogetheruntil

youseeyourgrandchildrenfrom Mcebo.

Daniel:thatisnotgoingtohappen.Our

marriagehasreachit'sexpiredate.



Shewillforeverbethemotherofmysonand

probablyloveofmylifebutIcannotbewithher

anymore.Don'tadvisemetotryandfixthings

orforgiveherbecauseIdon'twanttoendup

hatingher.

Dustin:honestlyIwishyoucanhateherafter

everythingshedidbutIrespectyourdecision.

MakahambekwaNyathi!(Shemustleavethe

Nyathihouse)

Dimakatsokeepsquitelookingathersonin

worry.

Dimakatso:Daniel,weneedtotalk.Thetwoof

us.



Daniel:someothertimemom..Ineedtogonow.

Thanksforthebreakfastfam,Iwillseeyou

around.

Dustin:letmewalkyouout.

ZIPHO

SheandYangadidlotofshoppingbuying

clothesandgroceriesmostly.

Theirmotherwasoverthemoonandthanked

them forbeingsoresponsible.Ofcoursethey

hadtolieaboutwherethemoneycomesfrom

Ziphoislookingallgorgeousonherbraidsand



ispreparingforhernightwithDaniel.

Shehasmixedfeelingsaboutthisbutmostly

sheisexcited.

Yanga:MrAnonymouswillsurelydropseeing

youtonight.Youarelookingbeautifulmntase.

Zipho:that'sthewholeplansis,tohavehim

drooling..Thankyoumyangel,Ishouldbegoing,

hesaidmydriverisontheway.

Yanga:tellhim togoeasyonyourbraids.

Zipho:eiremindmeagain!I'llseeyouinthe

morning!



Yanga:can'twaitforthedetails!

Ziphosmilesandwalksouttothecarparked

outsideandgetsinside.ThankGoodnessher

motherwenttoanightvigil.

Therewasnowayshewasgoingtogoout

lookinglikethis.Sheiswearingaredblazer,

longenoughtocoverherbuttocksbutleaving

allherthighsandlegsouttoplay

Herlonglegslookingextrabeautifulinthe

blackheelsshewearing.Nowsheunderstands

whyMcebowaspersistentwithherjoining

modellingshame

Shenoticesthatthecaristakinganother

directionnotthesamehoteltheywenttothe



otherday.

Arriving,sherealisesit'sahouse,abeautiful

oneatthat.Sheadmiresherlook,herbraids

touchingherassasshewalkpasttheglassy

doorandrangthebell.

Fewminuteslater,Danielappearsholdinga

glassofwhiskey.Hesmilesandletherinside.

Theyhugforamomentwhilehegrabsherass

andinhalingherperfume.

Daniel:youlookandsmellamazing.Damnthis

hairstylewasmadeforyou.

Zipho:thankyou...whoseplaceisthis?



Danieltakesherhandandleadhertothe

kitchen.

Daniel:mine..yours..ours.wouldyoulike

anythingtodrink?

Zipho:winewilldoifthere'sany.

Daniel:ofcoursethereis.Iknewyouwere

comingsoItriedtoprepareforournighttobe

fun.

Zipho:(smiling)youkeeponuppingtheladder

MrNyathi.Thankyou,myfav.

Daniel:youarewelcomeMaGxabhashe,Iaim to



please.

Zipho:whatdoyoumeanthisisourhouse?

Daniel:Itaskedtheagencytoscoutmeahouse

inaspaceofaweekaftermeetingwithyou.

Iknewthatgoingintohotelsisnotsafe

especiallynowthatmywifeknowsI'm seeing

someone.

Ziphonearlychokeonherdrink.

Zipho:howdoessheknow?

Daniel:shesawusbutshedidn'tseeyouso

relax.Hencethisplace.Doyoulikeit?



Zipho:it'sbeautiful.

Daniel:wannatakeatour?There'sonefavorite

room formeinthishouse.Come,letmeshow

you.

Hecarriesheronhisbackandtheywalktothe

masterbedroom decoratedwithwhiteanda

touchofgold.

Zipho:wow,thisisheaven!Babe,thisis

beautiful!

Danielssitsonthebedandpatsnexttohim

Daniel:comefeelhowcomfortableitis.



Ziphodoestheoppositeandsitsontopofhim,

herlegsspreadacrosshim.Theblazershiftsup

leavingthelowerbodyopenlyexposed.

Daniel:(smirking)okay,thisismuchgreater.

Ziphoputsherfingeronhismouthandslowly

undothebuttonsofherblazer.Danielisunable

tohidetheexcitementinhiseyesthemoment

theymeetthesexygarmentshe'swearing

underwear.

Daniel:wow!Ilovelovelovethis!

Zipho:that'sgoodbecauseIam notplanningon

takingitoff...



ShesayspushingDanielbacktobedandkisses

him.

MCEBO

HespotsZamaniandgoestohim.Hehasbeen

intheofficegettingallcosywiththisothergirl.

Hedoesn'tknowwhyheisbehavingthisway.

Hestoppedhimselfbeforethingsescalated

furtherbyremindinghimselfthatMitchwon't

likethis.

HefindsZamanidrunksippingonhiswhiskey

andSharinghishookerpipewiththisgirl.As

soonasheseesMcebo,hewavesthegirloff

andgetsuptryingtohugMcebo.



Mcebo:Nyathi.

Hesayshugginghim backtoavoidZamani

falling.

Zamani:(tappingonhisshoulder)damnbroe,

youlooksohorrible.Sh*tIunderstandthe

stressyoumustbegoingthroughwithyour

parentsseparating.

Iknewsuchwasgoingtohappenafter

Babomkhulusawthefootageofyourmom

shaggingthatguy.

Yesesitwasnasty,Ireallyunderstandwhyhe's

walkingaway.



Mceboquicklypullsawayfrom thehugand

looksathim inshock.

Mcebo:Zamani,whatareyoutalkingabout?

Zamani:(burpingcoveringhismouthtryingto

maintainsomebalance)ohsh*t!Youdidn't

know?

Tobecontinued

(PS:pleasenotethatonweekendsIdon'tpost

unlessthere'sasponsorship.

I'vereceivedsomanyenquireslastweekabout

whyIwasn'tposting.Unlesssomeonecomes



forwardandsponsor,we'llhaveourinserts

from MondaystoFridays.

Haveagreatweekendandbesafe♥ )

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter17

MCEBO

HelooksatthedrunkZamaniandwantsto

punchhim sobad.Hisheartisbeatingfastthis

time.

Heknowsforsurethatchancesofthisbeinga

liearelikelytobezero.Drunkpeoplearethe

mosthonestpeopleever.



Andthere'snoreasonwhyZamaniwouldlie

aboutsomethingsobiglikethis.Itjustdoesn't

makeanysense.

Mcebo:Zamani,repeatwhatyoujustsaid,now!!

Zamani:Mcebomfe2,I'm sorry,Ididn'tmean

anyharm.Ithoughtyouknew.

Mcebo:well,surprisesurprise.Idon'tknowsh*t!

Soyoubetterstarttalking!

Zamani:eix...Okay.Yourfathercamethis

morningtotellusthatheisdivorcingyour

mother.



Hedidn'tsaythereasonbutsugarcoateditby

sayingthattheirmarriagehasrunit'scourse

whileInactuallyfactyourmotherhavebeen

cheatingonyourfatherwiththatgardenmanof

theirs.

Mcebo:what?Mom saidshesawdadleaving

withayoungwomanfrom ahotelroom the

otherday.

Zamani:tellmeyouaretripping.That'smy

dad'sstylenotyours!

Mcebo:exactly,andnowyouaretellingmethat

mom havebeenscrewingwithIbanathi?

Zamani:inthehousebro,notonce,nortwice

butanumberoftimes.



Mcebofeelshischesttighteningupandhis

intestinestwistingatthethoughtofhismother

gettingitonwiththatguy.

Mcebo:excuseme.Ineedabathroom.

Herunsthereandholdthesinkthrowingup.

Thewholethingoverwhelm him hefinds

himselfcryingunawareofhissurroundings.

"Areyoualrightsweetheart?"

Mceboturnsaroundwipinghismouthand

looksatthisgorgeousladyinfrontofhim.It's

notthefirsttimeheisseeingherbuthecan't

rememberwhereexactlyheknowsherfrom



Mcebo:noI'm not..

Heopensthetabforwaterandrinsehismouth,

theladywalksclosertohim andputherhand

onhisshoulder.

Her:Idon'tknowwhatyouaregoingthrough

butit'sgoingtobeokay.

Foryoutobreakdownlikethis,itcanmeanthat

itisreallydeepandhurting.It'sokaytocry,

don'tletthissocietystandardsthatsaysaman

doesn'tcryruleyou.

Mcebo:thanks,Iam justfeelingsosadyou

know.Ifeellikeeveryonearoundmeislyingto

me.



Her:trustmeIknowthefeeling.Icameherto

offloadmyowntroublesbutyoulooklikeyou

needsomehelp.

Sheputherpurseonthesinkandgoesonher

kneesunzippingMcebo'spants.Shegiveshim

amindblowingheadandMceboisunableto

saynoatthispoint.

Hepressesherheadevendeep,causingherto

gagonitandpickherup.

Heplacesheronthesinkandhisfingersruns

downhercookiejar.She'swet.Hecursesunder

hisbreath.

Mcebo:Idon'thavecondoms..



Her:I'm onpill.

Mcebodoesn'twaittobetoldtwiceandslides

in.Thesessionisquickpacedandtheyboth

reachtheirclimax.Mcebokissesherforehead

feelingabitlightheaded,asifsomethinghuge

from hiswaisthavebeenliftedup

Mcebo:thankyou,Ineededthat.

Hesaysasbothofthem fixesthemselves

realisingthatsomeonemightwalkinhere.

Her:youarewelcome,Imustsayyouknowyour

story.Pitywedon'thavemuchtime.

Mcebo:maybewecandothisothertime.I'm



Mceboandyouare?

Her:Sphe.I'vegottogobeforemyfriends

sendsasearchpartyforme.

Mcebo:wait...

Hegrabsherhandandtakeouthisphone,

unlockitandgivesittoher..

Mcebo:putinyournumber...

Sphesmilesandpunchesthem insavingthem

andhandsMcebobackhisphone..

SPHE



Theseunisexbathroomsareatrap.Looknow

whatjusthappened?Aftertheroughtreatment

from Dustinandinsultinghim earlier,she

decidedtounwindwithherfriendsandcame

here.

Thisistheirfavoritespot,it'sactuallytheplace

whereshemetDustinatmonthsback.It'sa

nice,chilledclassyestablishment.

Comingoutofthebathroom,shesawthis

handsomeguythrowingupandcryingatthe

sinkandfeltforhim

Hergenuineintentionwastosympathisewith

him butseeinghishandsomefaceactivatedthe

alcoholpercentageinhersystem.



Herclittwitchedandshecouldn'tcontrolthe

needandwentaheadwithit.Shedoesn'tregret

itthoughasmuchasshejusttookahugerisk

ofscrewingastrangerrawinthetoilets.

Hermotherisanurse,sheisgoingtoaskher

forPrEP.Shegetstothetablewherehergirls

arebusytakingselfies.

Sphe:yoohguys,I'm suchawhore...

Sbahle:whatdidyoudo?

Sphe:Ijustsmashedthishotguyinthe

bathroom fewminutesago.



Theybothgocrazyinexcitementandcallsfor

shots.

Zuzu:ourb*tchisback,tohellwithDustin

Nyathi!

Theytoaststothatanddownittheirthroats

andsuckonlemonsafter.

LINDIWE

Sheisinsidethecarfewhousesawayfrom

whereIbanathistays.Shereadthecontractand

shewouldbedamntoagreetosuchnonsense.

Shereceivedacallfrom Lumkaaskingher

aboutthedivorce.Sheknowsforafactthat



Danielisnotbluffingifhealreadytoldhisfamily

members.

Ibanathi:soinotherwordsyouwantmetofind

outwhoDanielischeatingwith?

Lindiwe:yesandIknowthisisnotadifficult

tasktocomprehend.Foronce,beusefuland

youaregoingtogetloadsofmoneyoutthis

Ibanathi:let'srevisittheplanagain.Howdoyou

saywearegoingtogoaboutit?

Lindiwe:findthegirl,wethreatenhertostay

awayfrom myhusband,afewslapsherand

there.



Butsincesheisaslutthatfindspleasurein

sleepingwithpeople'shusbands,Isuggestwe

findherafewguyswhoaregoingtosleepwith

her.Angithiherlegsarewideandopenseasily,

I'm sureshewillenjoyhaving4/5mentaking

turnswithher.

Thatisgoingtobealessonforherinfutureto

playawayfrom anythingwitharingon.

Ibanathi:okay,Ifindthegirlandorganize

amajitatoscrewherupandthen?

Lindiwe:thenobviouslyshewon'tbeavailable

toDanielsinceshewillbedealingwiththe

trauma,possiblycrazy.

Danielwillcomehomeandapologiestome.I



willmakesurethatIshowhowsorryIam.In

fact,Ineedtofindawaytosleepwithhim and

fallpregnant

ThemomentheknowsthatIam carryinghis

child,trustme,thedivorcepaperswillbe

thrownoutofthewindowandheisgoingto

focusonus.

That'swhenIwillstrike.Idon'twanthisdeath

tobesuspicious.Maybeweshouldmakeitlook

likeanaccidentsothatthepolicypayoutcanbe

huge.

Ibanathi:nowIgoteverythingandallgood.

Whenarewestarting?

Lindiwe:findthegirlandwaitformycall.



Ibanathi:verywellthen.Letmegohomebefore

thiswomanstartscalling.

Theyshareapassionatekissandheopensthe

door.

Lindiwe:makesureyouhavethrownoutthe

condoms,youdon'twantthesamemistakethat

happenedtomefallintoyouaswell.

Ibanathi:Iwilldefinitelydo.

HeclosesthedoorandLindiwestartsthecar

clickinghertongue.

Lindiwe:idiot!Youmustbedumbifyouare



thinkingIam goingtogiveyouanythingfrom

thepayout.

AfterDaniel,youarenextandI'llrelocateand

findmyselfayoungmantoenjoymymoney

with.Asforthepregnancy,Ineedtomakesure

Ifallpregnantquickanddotheoperationin

threemonthssothattheterminationofitwon't

beheavy.

Shedriveshomeinahighspiritandwalkinto

herhouse.Switchingonthelightsshenearly

faintsseeingMceboseatedonthedark

drinkinghisbeer.

Lindiwe:goodnessMcebo!Youandyourfather

wanttogivemeaheartattackwiththisstuntof

sittinginthedark?Whatthehell?



Mcebo:so,thisiswhatyoudowhendadisnot

home?Yougalavantaroundandcomeback

aroundthistime?

Hesaysgettingup,heisdrunk,hiseyesarered.

Lindiwe:Mcebo,it'sbeenalongnight,gosleep

babywewilltalkinthemorning.

Mcebo:no,Iwantustotalknow.Whereareyou

comingfrom?

Lindiwe:imihlolayami!Sincewhenam I

answeringtoyou?Mceboyouareachild,

pleasebehavelikeone.



Mcebo:I'm achildwhenit'sconvenientforyou

butwhenyoutellmeaboutyourproblemswith

dadI'm nolongerachild?

Lindiwe:Mcebo,youarenottoooldtogeta

slapfrom me.Khuzeka!

Mcebo:(chuckling)soletmegetthisright,you

runtomeandcryriveraboutdadcheatingon

youwhileyouactuallystarted?

Whathappenedtothesayingthatsays"what

goesaroundcomesbackaround?"Andtheone

thatsays"dotootherswhileyouwillliketobe

donetoyou"

Lindiwe:Mcebo,Idon'tknowwhohavebeen

feedingyouthisnonsensebut...



Mcebo:lieslieslieslies!Allyoudoisliethese

days!Mom!Youcheatonfatherinhishouse,on

hisbed?Howcanyoudothat?Withthesame

manIregardedasmyelderbrotherbecause

dadtreatedhim ashisbrotheraswell?

Lindiwe:Mcebobaby...

Mcebo:nomother...Idon'twanttohearyour

explanation.Bothyouanddaddisappointedme.

I'm donewiththebothofyou.Iam notgetting

involved,whetheryoukilleachotherornot.

AndIunderstandwhyheisdivorcingyou.

HegrabhiscarkeysandwalkpastLindiwe.She

covershermouthandquicklywipethetears



thatarefallingfrom hiseyes.

DANIEL

It'saSaturdaymorning,theweatherhasliftup

todayandit'sachilledvibes.

Ziphowalksinthebedroom wearinghisshirt

andsitsonthebed.

Zipho:there'snofoodinthishouse.Whatare

wegoingtoeat?

Daniel:wecangoeatoutorwebuygroceries.

Whatdoyouprefer?

Zipho:.BuyinggroceriesbecauseIcannotrisk



goingoutwithyoupublicly.Whatifsomeone

seesus?

Daniel:youhaveapoint.Writedowneverything

youwillneedandIwillgetsomeonetobuythe

stuffforyou.

Zipho:orwecanshoponlineanditshallbe

deliveredhereunlikeinvolvinglotsofpeople

intoouraffair.

Daniel:youaresmart.Okayyoudothat.BeforeI

forget,theseareyourkeys.We'llmeethere

from nowon.

Youcanmakechangestothedecoroffurniture,

Itwasrushedsoyeah.Andyouarewelcometo

comehereevenwhenI'm notaround.



Zipho:wow,thankyou.

Shekisseshim andit'sturnsouttobedeep.

Daniel:Ihavebeenmeaningtoask,areyouin

anyform ofcontraceptive?

Zipho:yes,I'm ondeposhot.

Daniel:verywellthen.

Heflipsheraroundandgetsontopofher.His

phonerings.HegroanscomplainingandZipho

slipsunderhim giggling.



Zipho:I'llgogetstartedonthegrocerylist

Daniel:usethesilvercard.

Hesitsupandlookattheunknownnumber

callinghim.

Daniel:Nyathihello?

Ibanathi:MrNyathi,it'sZunguhere.

Daniel:Ibanathi?WhatcanIdoforyou?

Ibanathi:sirIneedtoseeyou.Itisquiteurgent.

Daniel:IbanathiI'm busynordoIhaveanything



tosaytoyou.

Ibanathi:sir,thisisveryimportantandIcannot

tellyouoverthephone.Pleasetrustme.

Daniel:fine..wheredoImeetyou?

Ibanathi:pleaseunblockmeonWhatsAppIam

goingtosendyouthelocation.Pleasedon'ttell

anyonethatyouaremeetingupwithme.

Danielissuspiciousbutagrees.Hegetshisgun

anddressup.Walkingtothekitchenhefinds

Ziphowashingthedishestheyusedyesterday.

Daniel:babe..I'm goingtogooutforafew

minutestotheclub.I'llbebacksoon.



Zipho:okaynoproblem,I'm surethefoodwould

havearrivedbythen.

Danielkissesherandgetsinsidehiscardriving

tothelocationIbanathisenthim.It'sfarandout

oftown.

Hespotshim seatedontherocknotfaraway

andhootsforhim tocometothecar.

Themomenthegetsin,Danielpointhisgunat

him.

Ibanathi:wooh,sirplease.Icomeinpeace.

Daniel:Idon'ttrustyou.Whatisit?



Ibanathi:Icametowarnyou..

Daniel:you,warnme?Aboutwhat?

Ibanathi:Lindiweisplanningtokillyou.

Daniel:huh?

Ibanathi:yes,firstlyshewantsmetofindyour

girlfriendandhavehergangrapedasa

punishmentformessingwithyouandthenlater

onkillyou.

Daniel:whywouldIbelieveanythingyousay

Ibanathi?HowdoIknowthatthisisn'toneof

yourplanstogetbackinmygoodbooksafter



youbetrayedme?

Ibanathi:Ihaveproof,Irecordedthewhole

conversationwehadlastnight

Daniellowersthegunandlooksathim.He

switchesontheBluetoothonhiscar.

Daniel:connect,let'shearit.

Tobecontinued.
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DANIEL

Helistenstothevoicerecordinguntiltheendof

itandsighsbrushinghisface.Whathappened

tothewomanhewasmarriedtoalltheseyears?

Washemarriedtoafalseversionofherand

nowtherealheriscreepingout?Hecannot

understandhowcomeLindiwecan

continuouslyplanonhurtinghim toapointof

evenkillinghim whereassheistheonewho

startedthiswholething.

What'ssodifficultaboutherapologisingand

actuallyadmittingthatsheiswrong?Evenif

therewasaslightchanceofforgivingher,this

justnailit.



HeasksIbanathitosendhim therecordingand

saveitsafely.Heisgoingtoneeditwhenhe

dealswithher.

Daniel:thanksfortheheadsup,Iappreciateit

andnowIwillbeonthelookoutandactually

findawaytodealwiththis.

Ibanathi:I'm gladIcouldhelp.Sir,Iwantyouto

knowthatIam reallynotthatbadpersonyou

thinkIam.HonestlyInevermeanttobetrayyou.

IgotcaughtupinthemomentandIdidn'tknow

whentostopandIdidn'tinitiatethefirstmove.

SheseducedmeandIfellforit.

Daniel:yeahright,toapointthatevennowyou



stillsleepingwithher.

Ibanathi,ifyourbrainsworkedperfectlyandyou

wereashonestasyouclaim tobe,youshould

havecometomewiththatandtellmeallof

that.

Youshouldhavestoppedbutnoyoucontinued,

inmyhouse,mybed!Andnowyouarehere

actinglikeavictim?Lindiwedidn'tpointagun

atyoudidshe?

Ibanathi:nobut...

Daniel:youhaveansweredme.Youcanleave..

Ibanathi:sir?



Daniel:youheardme,oristhereanythingelse?

Ibanathi:whenLindiwehearsthatIcametoyou,

sheisgoingtokillme.

Daniel:andhowisthatmybusiness?

Ibanathi:sir,mydaughterisstillveryyoungand

needsme.Pleasehelpmeskipthecountry

please.

Daniel:youmustbedelusionalifyouthinkyou

aregoingtogetanycentfrom me,seriously.

ContinuebeingLindiwe'ssidekickandtrustme,

deathwillbemucheasierforyoucomparedto



whatI'm goingtodotoyou.

JustbecauseI'm laughingandactuallycivil

towardsyouisn'tasignofweaknessor

stupidity.Donotprovokemeanyfurther

becauseIwillnotberesponsibletowhatIam

goingtodotoyou.

Ibanathidoesn'twaitforanotherword,he

opensthedoorandgoesoutofthecar.Daniel

clickhistongueanddrivesstraighttothehouse

whereheleftZipho

Thinkingaboutherbeinggangrapedbecause

sheiswithhim sendsshiversdownhisspine.

Heneedstosortouthismessbeforedragging

herintoitorevenendangeringherlife.



Zipho:finallyyouareback,Iwasabouttosend

asendasearchparty

Shesaysthrowingherselfathim andhehugs

hertight.Shepullsofffrom thehugandlooks

athim.

Zipho:yourheartisbeatingfastandyoureyes

arered.Whatisit?

Daniel:Ineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething.

Comelet'ssitdown

Heleadshertothecouchandshewaits

patientlylookingathim.

Zipho:whatisit?



Daniel:Iwantustostopseeingeachotherfora

whileuntilIsortoutmymess.

Imadeahugemistakeofjumpingintobedwith

youbeforecompletelyclosingthedoorbehind

me.

ZiphoIdon'twanttoputyouindangerinany

way.Ienjoybeingwithyou,somuch.Youare

justamazingtohavearoundandItreasurethe

momentsIsharedwithyouthepastfewdays.

Zipho:(closinghereyes)ohGod,thesame

songmarriedmensingwhentheyareaboutto

gobacktotheirwives.

Daniel:Zipho,that'snottrue.Iam notgetting



backwithLindiwebutIam askingthatwe

pauseourfunabitwhileIsortoutmymess.

YouhavenoideahowbigthisthingisandI

havepromisedtoprotectyou.

Zipho:it'sfineDaniel,Ibelieveitwasfunwhileit

lasted.Thanksforthegreatmemorieseven

thoughitwasforashortspaceoftime.

ShegetsupandDanielcanfeelthebreakingof

hervoice.WhyIshisheartheavyallofasudden?

Hepullherhandbacktohim andgethertosit

ontopofhim

Daniel:hey,lookatme.Thisisnotthelasttime

youseemeortheendofus.Ipromise.I'llbe

backandwhenIdocomeback,we'llbeableto



goouttogetherinpublic,holdhandsanddo

everything

Justpromisemethatyouarenotgoingto

overthinkthisintomeusingyouoranythinglike

that.I'm notthatkindofaman.

I'llcomegetyouwhenthedustsettles.Doyou

trustme?

Ziphonodswithatearyeyesandhecupher

faceandkissesher.Hedoesn'twantherto

rememberhim likethis.Heneedstomakesure

heleavesamarkofhopeinherheart,soul,

mind,body.

Hishandsgoesunderhisshirtshe'swearing

andpullitoffleavingherbuttnaked.Hismouth



suckonherpetitbreasts...

MCEBO

It'sbeenadaysinceheconfrontedhismother

aboutcheatingwithIbanathi.Shehasbeen

sendingendlessmessagesandcallingnone

stop

Hewasforcedtoblockherbecausehedidn't

wanttodealwiththisrightnow.Healsoavoids

goingtotheclubincasehebumpsintohis

fatherthere

Heisrestinginhisapartmentandreminiscing

aboutMitchellandSphe.Thesparkbetween

him andSphegrowsbyeachchat.



There'ssomethingweirdthough,earliershe

askedhim hissurnameandhetoldher.Ever

sincethenshehasn'tsaidanythingtohim

Hopefullytheyarenotsharingthesame

surnamebecausethatwouldbeabummer.

Aknockcomesthroughthefrontdoor.Helazily

liftshisheadupandwaitforthepersontostop

knockingandgoesbackbutno,whoeveritis

keepsonknocking.

Hekicksoffhisthrowandgoestothedoorand

opensit.Hisfatherstandsinfrontofhim.He

turnandgoesbacktohiscouchwithoutsaying

anythingnotevengreetinghim.

Daniel:Nyathi,areyouignoringme?Ihavebeen



callingyou.

Mcebo:IknowandyesIhavebeenignoringyou.

Bothyouandyourwife.

Daniel:Iunderstandhowyouarefeelingand

youfindingthenewsofmeandherdivorcing

likethatdefinitelydidn'tdoanyjustice.Iam

sorry

Mcebo:dad,youknowIthoughtiwasapriority

whenitcomestosuchmatters.Atleastyou

couldhavewarnedmefirstbeforetellingthe

wholefamilyandleavingmeonthedark

Daniel:Iadmitmymistakeandapologiesforit.

Ishouldhavehandleditbetter.Ijustgotcaught

uponsomanythingsatonce



Mcebo:thingslike?Yourgirlfriend?

Daniel:Mcebo,Iknowyouarehurtingandthis

isnothowyouimaginedourendwithyour

motherbutIdon'twantthiswholethingtoturn

youtoadisrespectfulsomebody..please,atthe

endoftheday,Iam yourfather.

Mcebo:(sighs)Iam sorrydad.Ididn'tmeanto

disrespectyoulikethat.Ijustdidn'twantto

believethenewsofyouhavinganaffairbut

afterlearningthatmom diditfirst,Ikinda

understandwhyyoudiditaswell

Daniel:Ishouldn'thave,twowrongsdoesn't

makerightandallofthiswasn'ttospiteyour

motherorsomerevengeplantogetather



althoughIwilladmitthatitbroughtmesomuch

joyseeingherhurtingfrom it.

Itgavemepeaceknowingthatnowsheknows

howIfeltwhenIfoundouteverything.

Mcebo:itmusthavebeenreallyhardonyou

dad.Idon'tthinkhowIwouldhavereactedafter

seeingmywifesleepingwithanothermanlive

oncamera

Daniel:somethingsMceborequiresustouse

logicinsteadofactingonemotions.IfIreacted

basedonhowIfeltthattime,Iwouldbein

prisonnow.

MceboonedayIwon'tbeheretoholdyour

handandguideyourpath.It'stimetogrowup



andbetheman,toseeandthinkbeyondwhat

youreyesshowsyou.Iam notgoingtoaskyou

totakemysideorhateyourmother.

Despiteeverything,she'syourmotherand

childrenalwaysneedtheirmothersnomatter

howoldtheyget.

Mcebo:(shakinghishead)no,shebrokeour

homeDad.Idon'tthinkIwillbeabletoforgive

her.

Daniel:intimeyouwillbe,takeiteasy.

Mcebo:shesaidtheladyyouarehavingan

affairwithissomeoneworkingattheclub.Who

isit?



Daniel:canwedealwithonethingatatime?It's

notimportantforyoutoknowthatnowbutif

anythingchanges,Ipromisethatyouwillbethe

firsttoknow

Mcebo:doyouloveher,Imeanthewomanyou

arebusywith?

Daniel:son,Iloveyourmother.Twistedand

wickedassheis,she'smyfirstandforeverlove..

Mcebo:thenwhyareyoudivorcing?

Daniel:becausesometimeslovealoneisn't

enough.Lovewheretrust,loyaltyandsafetyis

compromisedisdangerous.



Icanneverbeabletocontinueshowingloveto

yourmotheraftereverything.Idon'ttrusther.

Sothebestwayistoendthisandmoveonwith

life.

Mcebo:Ihearyoudad.I'm justafraidthatthis

divorcemightturnnasty,resultsinmebeing

usedasapawn.

Daniel:IshallneveruseyouandlikeIsaid,you

areoldenoughMcebotoknowwhat'srightand

wrong.Ihavenointentionsofinfluenceany

hateacttowardsyourmother.

Whateverproblem Ihavewithher,arebetween

thetwoofus.Anditdoesn'tmeanIwillexpect

youtostopbeinghersonandheryourmother.



Mcebo:thankyou,father.Iwassoscaredthat

youaregoingtohatemefornotbeingvigilante

enoughtonoticethishappening.

Daniel:youaremyblood,Iwillneverhateyou

Nyathi.Comehere.

Theybothstandupandhehugshim tight

brushingthebackofhishead.

Daniel:Iloveyouson,nothingwilleverstopme

from doingsotilltheendofmytimeinthis

earth.

MCEBO:IloveyoutooDad...

LINDIWE



Shelooksattherosepetalsonthefloorfrom

thekitchengoingallthewayupontheir

bedroom andsmilessippingonherwine

Sheadjusthercleavagepoppingfrom her

lingerie.Tonightisdefinitelythenightwhere

shetakesastepintoinitiatingherplan.

Shetakesoutthesmalldrugfrom herbreast

andpoursitinsidethewinebottle.Danielone

sip,itisgoingtoactivehissexualneedsandhe

won'tbeabletoresisther.

Speakofthedevil,hewalksin.Hislookis

intimidatingtonightbutshecontinuestoact

brave.Shecannotbeintimidated.Sheneedsto

seethisplanthrough.



Lindiwe:babe,youarehome?That'sgood.Join

meandhavesomeglassofwine

Shesaystakingthewinefrom thefridgeanda

glass.Danielputshiscarkeysandaphoneon

thetablerollinghisshirtsleeveup.

Daniel:forgetaboutwines,didyousignthe

divorcepapers?

Lindiwe:(pouringthewineontheglass)noI

haven't,Itoldyouthatyouneedtocalm down

andthinkthisthrough...Here,drink.

Danielsnatchestheglassandpourthewineall

overher.Shegaspinshock.



Daniel:whenyoulookatmewhatdoyousee?A

fooloranidiot?Soloving,cateringforyou

madeyourealisethatI'm stupidhuh?

I'm apuppyyoucanplaywith?Lindiwetalk

damnit!

Lindiweisabitfrightenedbythissightshe's

seeingrightnow.Sheneversawhim likethis,

ever!!

Lindiwe:(shakingherhead)no,youarenot

stupid.Iswearyouarethemostkindestman

I'veevercomeacross...

Daniel:ofcourseyouwillknow,youseem to

knowmuchaboutmenpersonalitiesthesedays.



Wherearethepapers?

Lindiwe:Iam notgoingtosignthosepapers,

youwouldratherkillme!

Daniel:ohreally?Becarefulofwhatyouwish

forbecauseyoumightgetit.

Lindiwe:yes,reallyDaniel!Youwanttogivehalf

ifyourthingswhileIwaswithyouwhenyou

werebroke?Huh?Ichoseyourbrokeassover

somanygreatmanybackthen,Ifoughtformy

familytoacceptyou!

Nowyouwanttoleavemeandgospend

everythingwiththatlittleslutyouarebusywith?



Daniel:ittakeasluttoseeone!Speakingabout

datingmewhilebroke,it'sseemslikeyoulike

brokemenbecauseevenknowyouarebusy

shaggingabrokeIbanathi!

Ohwait,unlikewithmewhereyoubrought

nothingbutyourvaginatothismarriage,at

leastyouaregoingtokillmeandgivehim

sharefrom thepolicypayoutright?

Lindiweturnspalehearingthat.Sh*t,whatwas

shethinkingtrustingIbanathiwithsuchmara.

Daniel:infact,Ihavechangedmymind,you

aren'tgoingtogetanycentfrom me!

Lindiwe:what?



Hepullsarolledup5pagesdivorcewillfrom

hispocketandthrowsitatherwithapen.

Daniel:that'sanewwillmylawyerdraftedtoday.

Youareonlyleavingwithyourclothes,carand

thecurrentlymoneyyoureceivedfrom the

club'sdividends.

Lindiwe:youmustbeoutofyourmindifyou

thinkIwillsignthis...

Shedoesn'tfinishtalkingDanielshootstheroof

andshejumpsbackscreamingcausingthe

winebottletofallonthefloor.

Daniel:signthosepapers!



Lindiwe:(shaking)Daniel,lovesincewhendo

youhaveagun?

Daniel:eisiswebantu,Idon'thavethewhole

night!Sign!

Lindiwe:wecantalk...

Danielshootsthecupboardnexttoherandshe

peersonherself...

Lindiwe:okay,okay,...I'llsign!

Daniel:makeitsnappy!

Shegetsthepenwithherhandsshakingand

openthefirstpageandreadsit.Tearsstream



downherfaceandsheinitialhersignaturein

eachandeverypage.

Lindiwe:I'vesigned.

Daniel:(takingthepapers)good,we'llneed

witnesses,tomorrowbringyourlawyerstomy

lawyer'soffice..Now,up,let'sgotoourbedroom

Lindiwe:whatarewegoingtodothere?

Daniel:whatelse?Youaregoingtopackyour

clothesandleavemyhousethisnight!

Lindiwe:Danielplease!Wheream Isupposedto

gothistime?



Daniel:Idon'tknowandneithercare.Up!

Hepushesherwithhisgunandtheygettothe

bedroom.Hepullsthebiggestsuitcasesthey

usedwhentravelingforholidays.

Lindiweiscryingonthefloor.Danielisthrowing

everythingthatbelongstoherinsidethe

suitcases.Doesn'tevencaretofoldeverything

nicely.

Hefinishesupandtakesthebagsoutsideone

byone.ReturningbackstillLindiweiscryingon

thefloor.

Daniel:getupandgetdressed.I'm donetaking

thebagsout.



Lindiwegetsupandwipeshertearstryingto

moveclosertoDaniel.

Lindiwe:babyplease...let'stalkaboutthis..

Daniel:Lindiwestop!Idon'twanttolaymy

handsonyou.Ijustwantyououtofmyhouse

thisminute!

Lindiwe:wecantalkaboutthisplease...

Daniel:it'stoolateforthat...

Lindiwe:Daniel,I'm goingtoleavethishouseby

acoffin!I'm notgoinganywhere!

Danielchucklesandtuckhisgunattheback.



Hegrabsherhandbagandgrabherroughlyby

herhandandwalkdownwithher.

Thewayhisgripissotightonherhandtoday

surprisesLindiwe.Shehasneverknewhim this

rough.

Shetriponpurposewhentheygettothedoor

andDanieldragsherbodywhileshe's

screaminguntiltheyareinfrontofthecar.

Heopensthedoorforher,throwsthebaginside

.

Daniel:hamba!(Leave)

Lindiweseesamonsterinhiseyes,hisbruised



knees,elbowsfrom beingdraggedonthe

groundbleeds.

Lindiwe:Daniel...

Hereachestheremoteonhispocketandopens

thegate.Lindiwecontinuebegginghim while

startingthecarandhedoesn'tsayanything

untilshedrivesoutofthehouse.

Tearsblindinghervision,handstrembling,she

hearsaloudhootandbrightlightflashingon

herscreen.

Shescreamsandswayhercarofftheroad

avoidingithittingthetruck.Thecarhitsa

cementedwallandrollsover.



Glassescuttingher,sheusestheemergency

windowandgetsoffbeforeithitsonthetree

andgoesonfire...

Lindiwe:(screamingwithherhandswrappedon

herhead)Mycar!!!Mycar!!

Shecriesinpainasshewatchesitexplode..

sheseesherhandbagnexttoherandtries

searchingforherphonebutdoesn'tfindit.

Luckilyherwalletwithimportantcardssuchas

identity,licenseandothersissafe..

Othercarsstopsbyandcallstheambulance,

policeandfirefighters.



"Ma'am areyouokay"?

Avoicesaysnexttoherandshedoesn'tknow

whattosayhowshe'sfeeling.

Lindiwe:my1.5millioncarIreceivedasan

anniversarygiftfrom myhusband!Imotoyami!!!

"Ma'am weneedtogetyoutothehospital,you

areinjured"

Lindiwe:mycar!!!

Thatallshesaysrepeatedlyherhandsonher

head...

Tobecontinued.
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ZIPHO

Sheisattheclubworkingherlastnighttoday

andhopingthatshedoesn'tbumpintoDaniel

byanychance.

Shefeltlikeitisbettertoresignfrom theclub,it

wasneverapermanentpositiontobeginwith

andshewantedthejobmainlytobeableto

hosthermother'sbirthdayparty.



Witheverythingthat'shappening,shefeelslike

itisbettertotakeastepbackfrom it.Sheis

goingtowaitonherresultswhileapplyingfor

internshipsinthemeantime.

Mcebowalksovertoherwhilesheisbusy

wipingtablesandgrabherhandtositdown.

Mcebo:whatisitthatI'm hearingaboutyou

resigning?

Zipho:it'sforthebestMcebo.

Mcebo:butwhy?Customerslovesyouhereand

yourenergy.Whywouldyouleave?

Zipholooksathim andfeelsguiltyatthe



thoughtofbeingbusywithhisfatherand

actuallyfallingforhim intheprocess.

Zipho:Ineedtofocusonotherthingsbuddylike

gettinganinternship.Thankyouforcoming

throughformewhenIneededit.

Ishallneverforgetit,IpromiseandIenjoyed

workinghere.Thepeopleareamazing.

Mcebo:Iam surelygoingtomisssneakingout

atthebackwithyoutodrinkmyfather'sstock.

Theybothlaughatthatrememberingthedayhe

actuallycaughtthem drinkingshotsathis

officeandshoutedatthem.



Zipho:otherwise,yougood?

Mcebo:I'm notreallyokaybuddy,thingsarea

messathome.

Zipho:oh?

Mcebo:yeah,myparentsaredivorcingand

guesswhatisthecause?

Zipho:what?

Mcebo:cheating.Apparentlymymom cheated

anddadcheatedaswell

MrsNyathicheated?Oneofthereasonsthat

makeDanielamanamongstothersishowhe



doesthings.Mostmarriedmenbad-mouthand

liesabouttheirwivestotheotherpart.Henever

didthat,hekeptthedirtyofhishouseto

himself.

Zipho:I'm sorrymyfriend.

Mcebo:yeahit'slife,Isupposetheywerenever

meanttogrowoldtogether.

Youknowwhenpeoplewhohavebeentogether

forthislongdivorcemakesmegetscaredof

actuallycommitingandmarrying.

Imeanspendingoverabout20yearswith

someoneandsplitattheagewhereyouare

supposedtoplanyourretirementbenefits

together?



Zipho:it'sscaryhey...

Mcebo:andyouknowwhat?Itissaidthatmy

dad'sgirlfriendworkshere..

Zipho'sheartskipsabitandsheplayswithher

hands.

Zipho:serious?

Mcebo:yeahandIhavebeenlookingatthese

ladiestryingtothinkwhocoulditbe.

Didyoueverseeanythingsuspiciousaround

maybe?Imeanyouladieshaveeyesforsuch.



Zipho:no,Ihaveneverseenanything

suspiciousorabovetheboard.Yourfatherisa

professionalbossso...

Mcebo:exceptthisparticularlady...

Zipho:mhmm..Mceboletmegetbacktowork,

lookslikethere'sfewtableswaitingtobe

served.

Mcebo:okay,wearegoingtohavealast

drinkingsessionwhenyouknockoffright?

Zipho:definitely..

Ziphogetsupandreturnstoworkwondering

whatMcebowouldsayifheweretolearnthat



sheisactuallytheonewhohavebeenbusywith

hisfather?

DANIEL

Hewakesuptoapoundingheadachewhenhis

phonerings.Hesitsuppushingthewhiskey

bottleasideandanswershisphone.

Daniel:hello?

Voice:isthisMrNyathi?

Daniel:yes,who'sasking?

Voice:wearecallingfrom thehospital,thisis

DetectiveNgwenya,yourwifewasinvolvedina



caraccidentlastnightthatresultedinhercar

burningdown.

Firefighterstriedtostopthefirebutitwastoo

late,damagehadalreadybeendone.

Daniel:ohmygoodness!Issheokay?Imean

mywife?

Voice:yes,shegotfewinjurieshereandthere

butit'snothingmajor.Shewillbedischarged

tomorrow

Daniel:thankGod.Pleasegivemetheaddress,

I'llbethereshortly.

Voice:I'lltextyou.



Danielquicklygetsupfrom thefloorandgoes

totakeashowerpartofhim regrettingkicking

herout.

Maybeifheallowedhertospendthenightsuch

wouldn'thavehappened.Butatleastsheis

alive,thatshouldcountforsomething.

Hefinishestakingashowerandheadstothe

hospital.Walkingtoherward,heseesher

seateduptalkingtothenurse.

Daniel:hey,IcameassoonasIheard.Howare

you?

Lindiwe:I'm notokayDaniel..mycarburned

down.



Daniel:don'tworryaboutyourcar.Begreatfull

thatyouareokayandalive.Acarcanstillbe

replacedandIhavecontactedtheinsurance

aboutit.

Lindiwe:it'syourfault...

Danielshootsheralookshestopsandsighs

Lindiwe:I'm sorry.JustthatIlosteverything,my

clothesandmycar..

Daniel:youdon'tdeserveanythingfrom mebut

Iam goingtogiveyouaR100ktopatchsome

things...



Lindiwe:R100kreallyDaniel?Icanrentan

apartmentwiththatmoney...

Daniel:Lindiwe,I'm helpingyouhere.Theleast

youcandoisbeappreciative.There'smoney

from theclub,addtoitandwhentheinsurance

paysoutbuyalessexpensivecar.

Lindiwe:thisisnotfair...

Daniel:youdidityourself.Whenyouget

discharged,cometotheofficessowecanwrap

thisup.

Lindiwe:evenaftersurvivingdeath,youstill

don'tshowanysympathy?



Daniel:notwhenmyheartandlifeconcerned.

Youplannedahitonme,remember?Iwantthis

doneandoverwith.

IhavetoldMceboabouttheincident,Idon't

knowifheisgoingtocomeornot.Ishouldbe

going,getbetter.

Lindiwe:thanksforcoming.

Danielnodsandwalkawaygoingtostraightto

thechesanyama.HefindsDustinbusy.

Dustin:Nyathi.Howisitgoing?

Daniel:it'sbeenroughNyathi..



Danielfillshim upaboutwhathappenedand

Dustinisshockedathearingthis.

Dustin:andyouletthem go,again?Danielwhat

iswrongwithyou?HowIwishthatcarburned

downwithher...

Daniel:NotnowNyathi.Listen,I'm goingtogo

awayforawhile.SoIneedyoutooversee

everythingonmyabsence.ItrustMcebowith

theclubbuthismothercantrytoworm herway

inthere.

Dustin:whereareyougoingto?

Daniel:Iwillbeatwork,takesometimeoff

from comingthisside.I'llleaveassoonasthe

divorcegetsfinalizedthough.



Dustin:okay,goregroupNyathiandcomeback

stronger.

TheyshoulderbumpandDanielleaves.

SPHE

Sheislayingdownonherbedscrollingdown

herphoneandseeingmessagesfrom Mcebo

Shedoesn'tknowhowtodealwiththisone.She

thoughtthatdayitwasalcoholthatmadeher

thinkMcebolookslikeDustinbutwhenhesaid

hissurnameisNyathi,sheknewforsure.

Researchingdeeper,shefoundoutthatheis



Dustin'snephew.Gosh,shesleptwithfather

andson?Yooh!

Herphoneringswithanumbershedoesn't

know.

SPHE:hello?

Zipho:SPHE,it'sZiphohere.Theclubwaitress...

SPHE:ohyesZipho,Ihavebeenwaitingfor

yourcallsincethatday.

Yougoodbabe?

Zipho:IhavethoughtthatIwasn'tgoingto

makeanycontactwithyouafterdiscovering



thatyouaremydad'sstepdaughter

SPHE:what?

Zipho:there'salotIneedtooffloadandtalk

about.Someofthestuffisdeep,ican'tshareit

withmyyoungersister.

Sphe:ofcoursebabe.Wow,weareactually

sisters?Goshthisissocool.Okaywhendoyou

wantustomeet?

Zipho:canyoufetchmefrom theclub?I'm

knockingoffat8pm Tonight.

Sphe:sure,I'llbethere,butI'llwaitoutside

becauseIdon'twantsomeonetoseeme.



Zipho:Iwonder.Anyway,seeyouthen.

Sphe:cool.

ThecallendsandSphegetsupexcitedand

decidetotideupherflat.Shethinksofcalling

hermom andtellheraboutitbutstopsherself

rememberinghowshemadeitdifficultforher

toknowherstepfather'schildren

Sheisgoingtobuildthisrelationshiponher

own,withouthermother'sinfluenceand

interference.

IBANATHI



It'saround6pm,heiscomingfrom thetuck

shoptogetfewthingswhenadoublecappulls

upnexttohim.

Hemovesaside,startledbythispersonwho

nearlyrunshim over.Thedriver'ssidewindow

rollsdownandheseesDustinbehindthewheel.

Dustin:hey,getin.

Ibanathi:sir?

Dustin:"klweklweklwe"heywena,I'm notyour

boss.Getin!

Ibanathilooksaroundthinkingofrunningbut

Dustinwaveshisgunaround.



Dustin:don'teventhinkofrunningmanI'm not

inthemood!

Ibanathiswallowshardandgetsinthedriver's

seat.Dustindrivesoffinaspeedleavingahuge

dustbehind...

Tobecontinued.
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DUSTIN



Thecarisspeedinglikecrazyasit'snowdriving

onthemainroad.HelooksatIbanathi,man's

sweatingandnervous.

Dustinchucklesholdingthesteeringwheeltight.

Dustin:youshouldbeafraidofpeople'swives

thewayyouareshakingrightnow.

Ibanathi:sirplease,IpromiseIwon'teversee

Lindiweagain.Justdon'thurtmeplease.

Dustin:toolateforthatdon'tyouthink?

Ibanathi:wherearewegoing?



Dustin:ngiyokunqumaamasendewona

lawakuhlanyisayo(I'm goingtocutoffyour

ballsbecausetheyaredrivingyoucrazy)

Ibanathishiftsuncomfortableonhischair.

Dustinchecksfrom hismirrorifthere'sanycars

comingandrealizeit'sclear..

Dustin:jump..

Ibanathi:huh?

Dustin:getoffmycar...

Ibanathi:pleasestopsothatIcangetout...

Dustin:no,leavenow!Phuma!



HeunlocksthedoorandIbanathilooksterrified.

Thiscarisspeedinglikecrazy.Dustinreaches

forhisgun.Ibanathiopensthedoorandlooks

atDustinwithpleadingeyesonemoretime

beforejumpingoutscreaming.

Dustincheckshim from themirrorandsees

him rollingontheroadandspeedoff.Hisnext

stopisLindiwe.

Heputsonhishireddoctor'soutfitfrom oneof

theoffices.Helookslikearealdoctorandeven

laughsathimselfforthat.

HewalksaroundlookingforLindiwe'swardand

findsit.B*tchissleepingpeacefullywithher

handsbandaged.



Hestandsatthefarendofthebedandreads

herfileslikenormaldoctorsdo.Lindiwemakes

amovementandopenshereyes.

Lindiwe:ohmygoodness!

SheexclaimsseeingDustin.

Dustin:shhhh.Don'tmakeanoise!

Lindiwe:howdidyougetinhere?Whatdoyou

want?

Dustin:Iwantustohavealittlechat,IpromiseI

won'tbelong.



Lindiwe:DustinI'm goingtocallsecurity...

Dustin:callthem butbythetimetheygethere

youwillbedead.

LindiweblinksherbigeyestwiceandDustin

movesevenmorecloser.Hepressesonher

bandagedwrists.

Lindiwe:(cryinginpain)ouch...Dustinyouare

hurtingme!

Dustin:thisisnothingcomparedtowhatyou

aremakingmybrotherfeel.Mybrotheris

depressedandtryingbyallmeanstokeepit

togetherbecauseofyou



Wheredoyougetthenerveofcheatingonhim

thenplantokillhim after?Huh?Yourefused

whathewasgivingyouandwantedtotakehalf

ofeverythingtogivetoyourboyfriend?

Lindiweyouhavesomenervedoyouhearme?I

sweartoGodifyouweren'tmynephew's

motherIwasgoingtoputabulletinyourhead

rightnow!

ButthenIknowhowallofthisisgoingtobreak

MceboevenmybrotherandIdon'twantyouto

hurtthem nomore.

Whentheydischargeyoutomorrow,gotothe

offices,meetupwithDanielandsignthedamn

papers.Givehim hisfreedom tohealfrom what

youdidtohim.



Thenafterthatyoucanmoveonwithyourlife,

shagwhoeveryouwanttoshag,have3somes

andgostripIdon'tcare.It'squiteobviousthat

marryingyoungdepreivedyouofallthose

chances.

KnowingmeLindiwe,Ibelievethatyouwon't

tastemelikeDaniel.Idon'tbluff.

Lindiwenodswithatearthreateningtodrop.

Dustinleavesherandtakeoutasyringe.

Dustin:youseethis?Iwillputitonyouand

haveyourunningaroundthestreetstelling

peoplethatyoucheatedonyourhusband...Only

ifyoudon'tdowhat'srightandexpectedofyou.



Beagoodgirl,onlythisonce.Okay?Perfect!

Heputitbackonhiscoatandlookaround

beforewalkingoutandbacktohiscar.These

twoonewayoranother,theywillgetwhat's

comingtothem.

SPHE

Aspromised,shefetchedZiphofrom theclub

andnowtheyareatherplace.

Sphe:urhm,makeyourselfhome.Thisismy

minispace.Wouldyoulikeanythingtodrink?

Zipho:no,I'm goodfornow.Thankyou.



Sphe:alrightthen.

Ziphositsonthefloor,herbackagainstthe

couch.Sphejoinsherandtheysitona

comfortablesilence.

Zipho:howhaveitbeenbeingraisedbydad?

Sheasksaftersometimeofsilencebetween

them.

Sphe:it'sbeenokayIthink.DespiteeverythingI

reallybelievethatheisagreatdad.

Zipho:doesheevertalkaboutus?Meandmy

sister?



Sphe:atfirst,yesheusedto.I'm goingtobe

honestwithyou.From whatIheard,histhing

withmymom startedoffasanaffairwhilehe

wasstillwithyourmom beforehemarriedmy

mom.

Zipho:yeahIknow.Iwasoldenoughtowitness

everything.Istillhavetheimageofhim coming

homefrom workdrunk,smellingofanother

woman'sperfume.

Iwouldpretendtobesleepingwhenhewould

arguewithmymom whowasaskingabouthis

whereaboutsatthetime.

Hewouldbeatherup,sometimesforcehimself

ontoher.Mom wouldcrythewholenightand

wakeupwearingtheperfectsmileinthe

morning.



Sphe:ohmygoodnessZipho!

Zipho:hestartednotcominghomeover

weekends,itescalatedtoamonth,upuntilhe

stoppedcomingaltogether.

Sphe:I'm sosorry.Ifeelterriblenowknowing

thatwhenwewereaperfectfamilywithhim,he

wasbreakingyouguysapart.

Itmusthavebeenreallyhardgrowingup

withouthim.

Zipho:therewasatimewherebyIneededhim

somuchinmylife.Iwas17doingmatric.Mom

wasdrowninginanxiety,debtsandeverything.



Ihaveneverneededhim themostlikethatyear.

IprayedsohardtoGodtotouchhisheartand

makehim showupjustevenonce.

Ireachedouttohim,itstillshocksmehowhe

regardedusasstrangers.It'sbetterwithYanga,

theydidn'thavemuchofarelationship.

Growingup,Iusedtobehisprincess.They

wereneverrichwithmom buthelovedus.He

wouldcarrymeonhisshoulders,playwithme.

Ilovedhim somuch,hewasmysafespace

untilhestartedabusingmymother.Ijust

couldn'tunderstand.

Youknowhowdifficultvarsityis.Atsomepoint



Iwasdepressed,wantedtocommitsuicideand

endsitall.ButIthoughthowthatwouldhurtmy

mom.

Wantingtoseeherhappyaboveeverythingwas

whatkeptmegoingevenwhenIdidn'tfeellike.

Iowethatwomaneverything.

ShehastobehappyandIam goingtomake

sureofthatevenifitisthelastthingIdo.

Sphe:(wipinghertears)Icanhelpyoureunite

youwithyourfather...

Zipho:no,don'tplease.Ifwemanagedto

surviveeverythingwithouthim allthiswhile,

trustmethere'snoneedforhim now.



Hislaststrawwaswhenmymotherwassick,I

calledhim becausewehadnofamilyaround

andhesaidit'snoneofhisbusiness.

Sphe:thiswholethingbreaksmyheart.I'm

reallysorry.TobehonestIam happywe

managedtobumpintoeachother.

I'vealwayscravedasisterlyrelationshipwith

youguys.Irememberwhenhefirstmovedin

withus,weknewhehaskidsbutmom wouldn't

wantmetohavearelationshipwithyouguysor

forhim tobringthem over.

Heusedtobad-mouthyourmom andtalkabout

howshewasawitch,treatedhim badlyand....

OkaymaybeIshouldstophere.



Zipho:stopwhatSphe?Talk...

Sphe:noZipho,youdon'twanttohearthis...

Zipho:trustme,there'snothingmorethatcan

breakmefrom thatmanagain.

Sphe:(sighs)heoncesaidYangaisnothis

daughterandthat'sthereasonwhyheleftyour

mom...

Zipho:what?Howcanhesaysuchathing?

Yangalooksexactlylikemeexceptthatherskin

toneislighterthanmine!

Sphe:thatwashisargument,thatYangaislight

skinnedwhileyouaredarkerlikehim.



Zipho:wow!Soallofthiswasbecausehe

thoughtmymom cheated?

Sphe:yeah.Iremembermom suggestingDNA

tohim sinceshe'sanurseyouknowbuthewas

adamantthatthere'snoneed.It'sclearto

everybodythatshe'snothis.

Zipho:nowiam goingtoneedthatdrink.

Sphegetsupandcomesbackwiththewine.

Theydrinkacoupleofglassesandswitchfrom

Xulutomjolo

Sphe:mjoloisshowingmeflames.Iam

startingtothinkthatIam cursed.Imeanhow

doIshagafatherandsonatonce?



Zipho:(laughing)IusedtothinkIam abaddie

butyou!Wellifit'scomforting,Iam alsoseeing

flames

Sphe:ohmy!Bestie'sdadshowingyouflames

aswell?

Zipho:notreally.Let'sjustsayheaskedfor

sometimeofffrom ourthinganddamn,Imiss

him sosobad.

Sphe:Zipho,youhaven'tcatchedfeelsforthis

manright?

Zipholooksdownandtakesasip.Sphelaughs

clappingherhands.



Sphe:worsemistakeeveronecando!Youdo

notfallinloveforamarriedman!

Zipho:Iknowthatbutit'ssodifficultnotto.Guy

isgoodheartedandsodamngoodinbed.I

meanheisthebestI'veeverhad.

Sphe:aren'ttheyall?Imeantheybecomethe

bestofthebestwhilewecannotevenkeep

them.

Zipho:Iknow.Ijustwanttousethisopportunity

tofocusofgettingajobandhelpingthe

situationathomegetsbetter.

Sphe:youshouldsendmeyourCVandI'llputin

awordforyouatwork.I'm suresomethingwill



comeupforyou.

Zipho:Iwouldlovethat,thankyou.Howoldare

you?

Sphe:child,I'm yourbigsister.I'm turning27

andyou?

Zipho:what?Noways!Youdon'tlookthatage!I

willbe22soon.

Sphe:ohmygoshyouarestillababy!Trustme

youaregoingtofindothermenouttheretofill

thatvoidyouarehavingforMr.

Zipho:that'stheproblem,Idon'twantanyother

manbuthim...Wheneversomeonestopsme



andasksformynumberIgetreallymad.

EvenwhentheycomplimentmeIfeellikeI'm

insulted.

Sphe:(laughing)chile!Youarehookedmadam.

Zipho:sowhatareyougoingtodowiththe

fatherandsonsituation?

Sphe:I'm definitelyditchingthesonbabes.God

he'syoung,yourageIthink.Icannot.Indoda

mustbe15/20+yearsolder.

Zipho:nowyouarespeakingmylanguage.

IBANATHI



Hiswholebodyisinpains,eventhepainkillers

seemsnottowork.Hedidn'tsleepawink,he

keptonhavingnightmaresandflashbacks

abouttheincident

Jumpingoutthatspeedingcar,hittheground

gettingknockedoutbyanothercarthatstopped

tohelpseemsverytraumatisingforhim.

Doctor:MrZungu,howarewefeelingtoday?

Ibanathi:I'm inpain.I'm havingnightmares

abouttheincident

Doctor:I'm sosorryMrZungu.Thepoliceis

goingtobewithyoushortlytotakethe

statementfrom youokay?



Henods,arrivinghere,hecookedupastoryof

beingkidnappedandhadtojumpoutofa

speedingcar.Thatwastheonlyreasonable

answerhecouldhavecameexplainingwhy

wouldhejumpoutofacaronsuchabusyroad.

Doctor:yourx-rayresultsareback.Ihavesome

badnewsforyou.

Ibanathi:whatisitdoctor?

Doctor:youmaynotbeabletowalkafterthis...

Ibanathi:what?

Doctor:it'sseemslikeyouhurtyourspinalcord



whenjumpingtothegroundandthecarthathit

youaftercontributedaswell.

Ibanathi:Doctor,noplease?

Doctor:wearestillgoingtocheckifit's

permanentorwhatbutthat'sthereportIhave

foryounow....

Ibanathi:(crying)no,no..no.Itcan'tbe.

Doctor:wearegoingtokeepyouaroundwhile

wedomoretestsandscanstocheckmore

damage.

Pleasehaveeatsomefoodsothatyoucan

drinkyourmeds.Youmightwanttocallhome



andtellthem becauseitlookslikeyouaregoing

tobehereforquitesometime.

Ibanathifeelshiswholeworldcrumblingdown.

Hefindshimselfsayingashortprayerhoping

thatallofthisistemporary.

ZIPHO

Shewakesupfeelingthealcoholonherthroat

andrushestothebathroom tothrowitallup.

Herheadissodamnheavy,feelslikesomeone

hitherwithapanda.Lastnightwascrazybut

sheappreciatesthenighttheyhad.

Theyhadahearttoheartconversationwith



Spheanddiscoveredthatherbiologicalfather

isinprisonformolestingherasachild...

ThatresultedtoSphebeingthekindofperson

sheisrightnow.Lovingsexandall.Shetakesa

showerlaughingathowtheyaddressedtheir

menasMrandtheotherguySpheshaggedas

Babyboy.

Themomentshefinishesshowering,shefinds

Spheclearingupthelivingroom

Zipho:morning,Iwasgoingtocomecleanup.

Sphe:morningbabe..don'tworryaboutit.You

lookbabalazed...



Zipho:andthattimeIhavetogosellatBarafor

mymom.IwonderifI'm goingtobeableto

survivewiththishangover.

Sphe:sorry,I'm goingtogiveyousomethingto

drinkafterwehavehadourbreakfastandI'll

dropyouoff.Don'tforgettosendmeyourCV,

okay?

Zipho:I'llupdateitandforwardittoyoubyend

ofbusinesstoday.

Sphe:verywellsothatIcanpassitontomy

friends.Theremightnotbesomethingcoming

outfrom myworkplacebutmaybebonathere's

somethingezovelakubo.

Zipho:yeahhopefully.GoshowerI'llwashthe



dishes.

Sphedisappearstothebathroom andZipho

cleansupthespace...Asharppainhitsher

lowerabdomenandsheholdsontothetable..

Sphe:what'swrong?

Sheasksfullydressedexceptforhermakeup

andhair.

Zipho:it'snothingmuch,feelslikeaperiodpain

kindofthingbutit'sgonenow

Sphe:goshIhatethose.HenceIgotmyselfon

afiveyearinjection.OnceayearIgotothe

doctortoclearupthedirtyblood.



Zipho:Ihaven'tbeenonperiodsforquitesome

timeaswellsinceI'm ondeposhot.

Sphe:drinkthese..youwillfeelbetter.

Shehandsherthebrufenpillsandstartsonthe

breakfast.

Tobecontinued.

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter21



MCEBO

Heopenshisapartmentandleadshismother

inside.Hereceivedacallfrom heratthe

hospitalandhavingagoodheartandbeing

raisedwell,hecouldn'tignoreit.

Hewenttofetchherafterbeingdischargedand

camewithherathisplace.

Mcebo:pleasesitdownandrelax.I'llorder

somethingtoeatforus.

Lindiwe:thankyoumybaby.Ipromiseassoon

asIsorteverythingoutIwillfindmyownspace

Mcebo:it'sokaymom.Youcanstayhereas



longasyouwant.Imeanyouaremymother

afterall

Lindiwe:youaresuchasweetbaby.

Mcebo:doyouwanttotalkaboutwhat

happenedbetweenyouanddad?

Lindiwe:notnowmybaby.Ihavealottodeal

withfirstbutIpromisethatassoonasthedust

settles,we'llhavethatconversation

Mcebo:Ihearyou.Sowhat'sgoingtohappen?

Lindiwe:IthinkIwillgoawayforawhilejustto

regroup...



Mcebo:youtoo?Dadalreadyleftandyoualso

wannaleave?Can'tyoustayandfaceeverything

headson?

Lindiwe:Idon'tthinkthistownisbigenoughfor

yourdadandI.Tobehonestwithyou,Idon't

thinkIwillstandseeinghim happyandmoving

withthatgirlorwhoeverhechoosestobewith

Mcebo:whynot?Imeanyoustartedthissoyou

shouldbeabletobeartheconsequencesof

youractions.Runningawayisacowardmove

Andletdadbewithwhoeverhechoosestobe

with.Aftereverythingthathashappened,he

deservestobehappy.

Lindiwe:Iam goingtolaydown.Youcanput



myfootinthemicrowave.

Mcebopicksupthatsheisdodgingthe

conversationanddecidestoletherbe.He

chatswithMitchenquiringhowistheprocedure

goingandsoforth.

Thatremindshim,heneedstogodoblood

testsaftersleepingwithSphethatnight.

Speakingabouther,shestraightuptoldhim

thattheywon'twork,heisyoung.

Whathappenedto"ageisnothingbuta

number"phrase?Peoplelikesexaggeratingthe

ageissueevennotnecessary

Hebelievesthataslongastwopeopleareold

enoughtoconsentwhateverthathappens



betweenthem,theyshouldbeleftalone

IBANATHI

Heisabitrelaxednowthatheknowshis

conditionisnotpermanentbuthecan'thelp

andstresstheissueofDustincomingafterhim

again

HealwaysknewthatDustinwastheevilbrother

whileDanielisthesweetest.Hespoketohis

DoctorenquiringabouttheRoadAccidentFund

application.

Heisabitworriedthatsincehe'stheonewho

jumpedoutofamovingcar,hisapplicationmay

bedeclinedbuthereallyhopesthatitgets

approved.



Assoonashegetsdischarged,heisgoing

straighttodiggingwhoDanielNyathiishaving

anaffairwith.

Hetriedtowarnhim hopingthathewasgoing

tocomethroughforhim buthedidn't,

instead,hethrowhim outinthecoldandsends

hisbrothertohurthim

Nowhedoesn'tcarewhathappensanymore,he

isgoingtocrushtheNyathi'sagainsteach

other.

SPHE

It'stheafternoonandsheisdrivingtoher

mother'shouse.HerconversationwithZipho



keepsrotatinghermind.

Drivingin,shefindsXuluwateringthegrass

withapipeandgreetshim.

Xulu:Sphe,goodtoseeyou.It'sbeenawhile.

Sphe:Ihappenedtomissmymotherand

brothersoIfiguredIshouldcomeandcheckup

onthem.

Xulu:ouch,soyoudidn'tmissme?

Sphe:no,Ididn't.Tellmesomething.Doyou

everthinkofyourfamily?Imeanyour

daughters?



Xulu:Sphesihle...

Sphe:whatkindofamanareyou?Ihave

alwayspretendedaroundyoubutnowIknow

whyIalwaysresentedyouandmyspirit

droppedEverytimeyouwerearound.

Youareanexcuseofaman,sameWhatsApp

groupwiththesperm donorcalledmyfather

Xulu:don'tyoudarecomparemewiththat

monster...

Sphe:(laughing))listentothisone?Just

becauseyouhavemiraculouslychangedaround

mymotherdoesn'tmakeyouanydifferent.



Youalsoabusedyourwife,physical,emotional

andsexual.Ireallyhopeandprayonedayyou

don'tfindyourselfonmercyofthem.

EspeciallyyourdaughterYangawhom you

neverembracedandlovedasyourdaughter.

Xulu:whohaveyoubeentalkingtothatfedyou

allthisnonsense?

Sphe:doesitmatter?

Sheleaveshim thereandproceedtothehouse.

ShereceivesaWhatsAppmessagefrom Zipho.

SheisforwardingherCVanddocuments.

Spheopensthem andscantheresultsandis



impressed.

Sphe:thisgirlissmartwow!

3MONTHSLATER

YANGA

SheishelpingZiphoziphernavypencilskirtup.

Todayisherfirstofficialdayatwork.

Sphe'sfriendscamethroughforherandshe

gotajobinoneoftheirworkplace.Thethree

girlsaregettingclosereveryday.

Spheoncevisitedthem andhaddinnerwith

them.Ziphowasabitworriedabouthermother



butshewelcomedherverywell.

Yanga:goshIknewthatsellingmom'sfatcakes

wasaproblem..looknowtheyhavegoneallthe

waytoyourass!

Zipho:stopcomplaininganddoyourjobplease.

Youknowmom'sfatcakesslapsoIcouldn't

resist

Yanga:thisisthereasonwhyshewentback

becausewenayoukeptoneatingthestock.

Yoohfinally!Ireallyhopethezipdoesn'tburst

atwork.

Zipho:yoohwenadon'tsaythat!Onmyfirstday



imagine!I'llpackanextrapairjustincase.

Yanga:youarelookinggoodsisbutyoureally

havetohitthegym aikhona.Lookatyour

cheeks,youreyesarelookinglikeJackieChana

now.

Zipho:(laughing)youaresoexaggeratingYanga.

Whatareyoudoinglater?

Yanga:Ihaveadatewiththiscuteguyfrom

school...

Zipho:mhm..soundsinteresting,Ican'twaitto

hearmore.Ihavetopassbymydoctoronmy

wayback.



Yanga:why?Areyousick?

Zipho:noI'm not,it'smydatetogetanotherjab.

RememberlasttimeIforgotandwentafter3

dayssothistimeIsetonreminderjusttomake

sureIdon'tdothatmistake.

Yanga:ohyeah...Ihearyou.IguessI'llseeyou

laterthen.

Zipho:cool.Letmebounce.

Yanga:slayyourfirstdayattheofficebabygirl.

Zipho:Iwillsweety!LetmegoseeMom's.

Zipholeavestosaygoodbyetohermotherand



Yangapreparesforherclassaswell.

ZIPHO

Thefirstdayasatraineeauditwasn'tsobadas

shehadthoughtwould.

Everyoneiskindaroundhereandiswillingto

showherropes.It'shelpsthatsheissmartand

abletocatchupfastoneverything

Sheisnowwaitingonherdoctor'soffice.As

perprocedure,hetookherbloodandurine

sampletotestit.

Hecomesbackandsitsonhischairreadingthe

results.



Zipho:iseverythingokaydoctor?

Doctor:Iam notsureMsXulu.Tellme,have

youbeeninvolvedinunprotectedsexthepast

fewmonths?

Zipho:3monthsagoIthink...why?

Doctor:mhmm..accordingtothis,youare

pregnant.

Ziphoquicklygetsofffrom thebedlike

somethingburnedherass.

Zipho:Ibegyourpardon?How?



Doctor:contraceptivesarenot100%protective,

wealwaysemphasizethatpeopleshoulduse

condomstogetherwiththem.

Mybestbetwouldbethefactthatyouskipped

afewdaysonyourlastjabsothatmighthave

messedupyourcircleabit

Zipho:nodoctor,Ican'tbepregnant!Notnow

whenthingsarelookingupforme.ImeanIjust

gotaninternshipInagreatcompany!HowcanI

fallpregnant?Nodoctor!

Doctor:toputyourmindatease,let'sgetyouto

scanandseehowfarareyouifreallyyouare

pregnant.

Zipho'sheadisspinningatthispoint.Justwhen



sheisgettingoverDanielandthis?Imeanguy

wentAWOLfor3goodmonthswithoutcalling

ortextingher

Sheendedupstoppingtoexpecthiscallsor

messages.Sheacceptedthatwhattheyhad

wasfunthatendedanddeletedhisnumbers.

Thingsarebacktonormalbetweenherand

Mcebowhoismadlyandhappilyinlovewith

Mitchel.

Nowthis?Howisshegoingtodealwiththis?

Thedoctorinstructhertoundressandputona

downandwaitforhim onthebed.

Doctor:okay,pleaselookatthescreenwithme



Ziphofixeshereyesonthescreenandherheart

nearlydropswhensheseessomethingmoving.

Zipho:pleasedon'ttellmethatthingmovingit's

ababy!

Doctor:yesitisma'am.That'sthehead,arms

andlegs.Accordingtothis,youare13weeks

pregnant.

Let'sheartheheartbeat.

Hearingtheheartbeatofherbabyevokesall

kindsofemotionshecan'texplain.Shecries,

shecannotbepregnant!

Doctor:congratulationsMsXulu.Iknowyouare



stressedoutbutyouhaveoptions...Takeyour

timeanddecideonwhatyouwanttodo.

InthemeantimeIam goingtogiveyou

medicationtotake.

Ziphoforcesherselfupandgetsdressed.She

pokeherstomachpressingitanumberoftimes

infrontofamirrorunabletobelievethatthere

isababyinthere.

Allthiswhileshethoughtshewasgaining

weightfrom eatingtoomuchjunkandoilyfood.

Leavingthedoctor'soffice,sherequestsbolt

andheadtothehouseDanielsaidwastheirs.

Shenevercamebackhereaftertheirlast

encounter.



Atthispointshewantstobealonefrom

everyoneandthink.Luckilythekeyisalwayson

herbackandcomingbackherewakesthe

memoriestheyhad.

Itsstillthesametheyleftit.Stuffyandabit

dusty.Sheopenswindowsandgoestothe

bedroom.

Openingthecloset,hefindsDaniel'sOrlando

Piratest-shirtsandputiton.

Shesitsdownonthefloor,herbackagainstthe

bed,herkneesuptoherchestandshecries.

Thinkingabouthowmessythisisgoingtobe

makesherwishthegroundcouldjustopenand



swallowher.

Mceboisgoingtokillher.Andwhatabout

Daniel?Howishegoingtotakethesenews?

Whatifheinsultsherandaccuseherof

trappinghim withababy?

Herhandsgoesunderthet-shirtandshe

touchesherstomach.Thoughtsof

disappearingwithherbabysurfaceshermind

asabortionisnotevenaslightestoption.

Shemusthavebeendeepwithinherthoughts

becauseshedoesn'thearDanieldrivinginand

walkingtothebedroom.

Instead,shescreamsfrightenedwhenhe

toucheshershouldercausinghertosnapoutof



herthoughts.

Daniel:I'm sorrytoscareyou.Howgreatitis

thatonmyfirstdaybackfrom mybreakIam

findingyouhere.

Hesayssmilingrevealinghishandsomeself.

Hissmilequicklydisappearwhenheseesthe

tearsthatkeepsflowingdownherface

Daniel:what'swrong?Whyareyoucrying?

Ziphodoesn'tsayanythingotherthancrying

evenmore.Danielhugshertohischestuntil

shefallsasleep...

Hecarrieshertothebedandmoveherclothes



asideputtingthem aside.Themedication

plasticpeekingfrom herbagdrawsattention

from Daniel.

Hetakesitoutandopensit,there'sscan

picturesinside.Helooksatthem andbackto

Ziphosilently...

Tobecontinued.
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DANIEL



It'sbeenaminute.Hedidn'trealizehowmuch

tollthisseparationbetweenhim andLindiwe

wastakingfrom him,mentallyandemotionally.

Stayingawayfrom everyoneandeverything

reallydidhelp.Hemournedtheendofhis

marriageprivatelywithoutpeoplefeelingsorry

forhim.

Heallowedhimselftofeeleveryemotionandto

actuallygothroughitbyhimself.Hisfamily

havebeensendingthroughwordsofcomfort

andthemomenteverythinggotfinalizedwas

whenheactuallygotpeace

Hetookoffhisweddingringthathehasworn

foryears.Atfirsthisfingerfeltcoldand

missingbutasdayswentby,hegotusedtoit

andembracedit.



AtworkhereturnedbacktotheoldDanielthey

know,whoisalwaysfriendly.

Zipho,heneverstoppedthinkingabouther,

honestlyhesecretlystalkedhertoseewhatshe

getsupto.Hewasdelightedtolearnabouther

baggingherfirstinternshipandall.

HisoriginalplanwastoreturnbackFriday

afternoonbutsomethingpushedhim tocome

backtoday.

Onhiswaytothehouse,thesecuritywhom

watchesthebuildingtoldhim thatZiphowas

here.

Hedrovehomeexcitedtoseeheragainafter



suchalongtime.Whatmadehim evenmore

happywasforthem tocometothehousethe

sameday.

Seeingheronthatfloorcryingdisturbedhis

happymood.Hedidn'tknowwhatiswrongand

didn'twanttopushit.

Nowstaringatthescanpicturesandhernext

appointmenttoseethedoctor,hesighsand

sistdownonthebed.

Whatarechancesofhim beingafatheragain?I

meanheofficiallyturned45andforthefirst

timein25yearsofofbeingmarried,he

celebratedhisbirthdayalonewithouthisfamily.

Hepickupafleeceblanketandputitover.He



leavesthebedroom andgoesbacktohiscarto

collecthisbags.

Heunpackthem puttinghisclothesinsideand

decidetoordersomefoodforthem.30minutes

lateritarrivesandheputitonthemicrowave.

Ziphoisstillsleeping,herphoneisvibrating.It's

Yanga.Hethinksofwakingherupbutrealises

sheneedstorest,herandthebaby.

Hesnugglesnexttohercuddlingwithheruntil

hefallsasleepaswell.

YANGA

Shehavebeencallinghersisterforquitesome



timenowandit'sgettinglate,stillsheisnot

home.

ShedecidestocallSphe.Maybetheyare

togetherorsomethingbecausethisisn'tlikeher.

Sphe:heysiswhat'sup?

Yanga:I'm good,SpheisZiphowithyou?

Sphe:noshe'snot.Why?

Yanga:shehasn'tgottenhomefrom work.I'm

startingtoworry

Sphe:arghnomarndon'tbe.Maybeshewent

outtocelebrateherfirstdayatworkaloneyou



know

Yanga:yeahwellthensheshouldanswermy

phoneatleast.Ican'tjustassumeshe'sfine

withthisdirtyworldwearelivinginto

Sphe:okaycalm downYanga,I'm sureZiphois

fine.KeepcallingherandIwilldothesameas

well.

Yanga:okay,ifshestilldoesn'trespondinthe

nexthourIam goingtoaskMcebototrackher

whereabouts.

Sphe:okay,let'sgiveheranhourtogetbackat

us.Okay?



Yanga:okay,thankyouandsorrytobotheryou

Sphe:notaproblem,youaresuchanamazing

caringlilsister.

Yangablushesabitandcontinuewithherpots

aftersettinganalarm toringafteranhour.

ZIPHO

Shetwistsandopenhereyes.Thebedroom

lightsblindinghervision.Shelooksbesideher

andseesDaniel.Shereachesforhercellphone

andcheckthetime.

Zipho:Godwhydidn'tyouwakemeup!Yanga

mustbeworriedsick!



Shesaysdialinghernumbergettingofffrom

thebedtothebathroom.

Yanga:finally!Iwasabouttosendasearch

partyforyou.

Zipho:I'm sosorrysis,Igenuinelylosttrackof

time.Iam okaypleasedon'tpanic.

Yanga:yeahIwon'tnowsinceI'veheardyour

voice.Whereareyou?

Zipho:urhm,atSandton.Look,I'lltellyou

everythingwhenIgethome.

Yanga:areyoucomingback?



Zipho:Idon'tthinksobutI'lltextyou.

YANGA:okay,besafe.Iloveyou.

Zipho:loveyoutoosis.

Sheendsthecallandwashesherface.Now

sheneedstofaceDaniel.Partofherisexcited

toseehim butatthesametimesheisnervous.

Heopensthedoorandstandbyitleaning

againstthewall.

Daniel:MaGxabhashe,youdidn'tevengreetme.

Areyoumadatme?Imeanyoucan'tevenlook

atmenow.



Zipho:I'm sorryIreallyhavealotonmymind

andIpanickedwhenIsawthetime

Daniel:Iunderstand.Comeandgivemeahug.I

havemissedyou.

Herheartdancesabitasshetakesastep

forwardandhugshim.Hisscentandhands

aroundhercalmsherspiritandthundering

heartdown

Daniel:Iorderedsomefoodforus,comelet'sgo

eat.

Hetakesherhandbacktothekitchenand

warm itupandtheyitinsilence.



Daniel:howhaveitbeen?

Zipho:it'sbeenokay.Onyourside?

Daniel:beenhecticbutIam gladit'sallover

nowIcanmoveonwithmylife.

Zipho:that'snice,Mcebodidsaythedivorce

wasofficial

Daniel:yeah.

Silencepassesforfewminutes.

Daniel:isthereanythingyouwanttotellme?



Yes,aloteven!Ziphosaystoherselfbutshakes

herheadno.

Zipho:no,Idon'thaveanythingtosaytoyou

Daniel:serious?

Zipho:yep.IthinkI'm full,Iam goingtolay

downabit.

Shepushesherchairandgoesbacktothe

bedroom withabottledwater.Shegrabher

handbagopeningitandherheartstartsbeating

fasterwhenshedoesn'tseetheplasticcarrying

hermedication,scanpicturesandall.



Daniel:lookingforthese?

Hesaysholdingthem athishand.Ziphocloses

hereyesandtakeadeepbreathbeforetaking

them from him

Zipho:yes,thankyou.

Shedrinktheafternoondoseandsitsdownon

thebed.Danielsitsnexttoher.

Daniel:talktomeZipho,Iam here.

Zipho:Ijustdon'tknowwhattosayandIam

scared...

Daniel:isitmine?



Zipho:howcanyouaskmethatquestion?Of

courseit'syours...

Daniel:Ijustneededtobesure.

Zipho:DanielIswearIdidn'tfallpregnant

purposely,Idon'tknowhowthishappened

whileoninjection

Thedoctorexplaineditandevengoogle

confirmeditispossible,Ievenreadstories

aboutpeoplefallingpregnantwhileonpillsand

injections.

I'm justamess.IswearIdon'tmeantotrapyou

withthisbabyandIwillunderstandifyoudon't

wantnothingtodowithitImean...



Danielputsafingeronhermouthandgivesher

asoftpeckonherlips.Sheisbreathingheavily.

Daniel:calm downandrelax.Now

breathe...good.listen,Iam notmad.

Zipho:younot?

Daniel:I'm not,insteadiam soexcited.ImeanI

havealwayswantedtohavemorechildrenandI

hopeit'sagirlsothatIcanbuymoreguns.

Ziphosmilesforoncetodayeversinceshe

receivedthenews.

Zipho:moregunsforwhatnow?



Daniel:toshootanyonethatcomesnearour

daughter.Sheisgoingtobeaprincessandno

onewilltouchher

Zipho:yoohsazesavelelwa!Butwait...areyou

reallycoolaboutit?

Daniel:baby,youhavemademesohappyina

longesttime.Iwassilentlydisappointedwhen

youtoldmeyouwerepreventinghonestly.

Zipho:wow!Soyouwantedtomakeme

pregnant?

Daniel:well...



Zipho:usilemarnDaniel!WhosaidIwantedto

bepregnant?Beuglyandhaveawhale

lookalikebody?

Shesaysfeelingangryallofasuddenandhits

him withapillow.Helaughsandgrabsitfrom

her.

Daniel:it'sgoingtobealongjourneytodelivery.

YourhormonesarealreadyhighbutIam so

lookingforwardtoit.

Zipho:(sighs)yoursonisgoingtobe

devastatedaboutthis.Imeanit'sweirdenough

thathisbestieissleepingwithhisfatherand

nowpregnantforhim?Imaginehewillhavea

siblingat24?



Daniel:Idon'twantyoutostressyourselfabout

that.Focusonmakingsuremybabyisgrowing

wellandIwilltakecareoftherest

Zipho:youdon'tunderstand.There'salsomy

mom.YoohGodIam adeadwomanwalking!

Daniel:it'sgoingtobehardforawhileand

everythingwillfallintoplace.Ipromise.

Zipho:youarenotgoingtoleaveus?

Daniel:never.ZiphoIbelievethatmaybeI

shouldhavebeenmoreifafatherfiguretoyou

butthingsturnedoutthisway.

Isawthepaininyoureyesthatdayinthe



hospitalwhenyourmom wassick.Icannotput

youthroughwhatyourmom wentthroughand

ourchildthattrauma.

Zipho:theydon'tmakemenlikeyouanymore...

Daniel:(smiling)veletheydon't.

Zipho:mxm Ishouldn'thavecomplimentedyou.

Daniellaughsandpullherontopofhim.His

handgoesunderhist-shirtandhetouchesher

stomach.

Daniel:Ican'twaitforyoutostartshowing...

Hesayshishandgoingdowntoherpanties,he



shiftsthem asideandrubsherclit.

Daniel:howlongithasbeen?

Ziphoisbreathingdownhisneckasheworks

hisfingersdownthere

Zipho:threemonths...

Daniel:damnit'sbeenlongandourbabyneeds

somenutrientstogrow...

Hesayslayingherdownonthebedandkissing

her..

MCEBO



Heisdressinguppreparingtogototheclub

anddosomestocktakingbeforeheadingtothe

university.

Mitchstandsbehindhim andwatcheshim.

Mitch:silenttreatment?

Mcebo:whatdoyouexpectmetosayMitch?

Mitch:thatyouarehappyformeandthatwe'll

gotogetherinsteadofexpectingmetoturn

downsuchagreatopportunity!

Mcebo:soyouexpectmetodropeverything

here,myfamily,friendsandrelocatewithyouto



theUK?

Mitch:whynot?YouareanadultMceboand

there'ssomanygreatopportunitiesyoucan

findforyourselfthatside

Mcebo:thisisjustmessedup!Iwaitedforyou

andtwomonthsonyourreturn,youwantto

leaveme?Nowthatyouhaveanewbodyparty...

Mitch:Mcebothat'snottrueandyouknowit!

I'vealwayswantedtoliveandworkintheUK.I

appliedforthispostwaybeforemysurgery

applicationgotapproved.

Mcebo:soifIsayidon'twantustogothere?

Whatareyougoingtodo?



Mitch:whywouldyousaythat?Mcebo,don't

makemeremindyouthatyouarenotmy

husbandtomakesuchdecisionsaboutmy

future!

Mcebo:isit?Thenwhyarewetogetherifyou

wanttodoasyoupleases?

Mitch:Mcebo,youaremypartnernotmyfather

okay?

McebochucklesandtakeshisthingsHeading

tothedoorwithoutsayinganything.Hedoesn't

wantMitchtogoneitherdoeshe

Inallhonesty,heisafraidofchangeandletting

goofMitchissomethingheisnotreadytodo

asyet



Hegetstotheclubandfindsthestaffcleaning.

Mcebo:pleasegetmethestrongestcoffeeever

andsendittomyoffice

"Yessir"

Heopensthedoorandseeshisfatheronthe

chair.Hedropshisbagexcitedlyandruntohug

him

Mcebo:Dad!Youareback?

Daniel:yesson,I'm back..



Mcebo:ohmygoodnessIam sohappy!

Daniel:okaydon'tbesoemotionaltome.How

hasitbeen?

Mcebo:hecticbutImanaged,youknowhow

hotheadedyourbrotheris.Whendidyouget

back?

Daniel:Iknowhim verywell.Igotbacklast

night.

Mcebo:Ihopenowyouarenotgoingtoleave

again?

Daniel:noIwon't.ActuallyIthinkit'stimeI

comebacktoGautengfulltime



Mcebo:andyourjob?

Daniel:Iam goingtoresignandfocusonthe

businessesthissidewhileexpandingthem.

Mcebo:wow!Icannotbelievethatyouare

leavingyourjobaftersomanyyears?Thejob

thatpaysyousowell?

Daniel:well,thereisareasonforthat.Sitdown.

Mcebopullsthechairandsitsdownwithhis

earssharpenedup.

Mcebo:okay,whatisit?



Daniel:Iam goingtobeafatheragainandI....

Mcebo:holdupabitdad.Youwanttotellme

thatIam goingtobeabigbrother?Ismom

pregnant?

Daniel:yesyouaregoingtobeanelderbrother,

anamazingoneatthat.No,it'snotyourmother

Mcebo:ohIsee.Thewomanyouwerebusy

with?

Daniel:yesandIonlyfoundoutaboutit

yesterday.

Mcebo:IknowthisisweirdbutIcan'twaitto

havealittlebrotherthatIcantrainaroundand



dothingswith...

Daniel:(smiling)I'm actuallyhopingforagirl...

Mcebo:girlsaretroublesomebutIthinkany

genderwillbefine.Soyouwon'ttellmewho's

thismysterywoman?

Daniel:Iam goingthere,butIwanttotellyou

togetherwithhersothatwecandealwithit

togetherandonce.

McebofrownsconfusedandDanielcalls

someone.

Daniel:yes,youcancomein.



Hehangsupandlookathisson.

Daniel:sheiscoming.

Mcebonodsfeelinguneasyaboutthis.Hetaps

hisfingersonthetabletryingtocalm downhis

nerves.

AknockcomesthroughandDanieltellsthe

persontocomein.AfamiliarscentMcebo

knowsverywellfillstheoffice.Heturnsand

seesZipho.

Mcebo:Zipho,whatareyoudoinghere?

Shedoesn'trespond,heturnsandlookathis

fatherandquicklygetsoffhischair.



Mcebo:please,donottellmethisisthewoman

whoispregnantforyou?

Daniel:sitdownMcebo...

Mcebo:no!Zipho?Tellmethisisaprank?This

isnothappeningright?Ohmygoodness!How

canyoudothistome?MyfatherZipho?Wasn't

hesupposedtobeyourdadtoo?

Zipho:Mcebo,Ididn'tplanonendingupwith

yourdadbut...

Mcebo:ohmygoodness!It'sreal?Ziphohow

wouldyoufeelifIwereshaggingyourmom?

Ziphoyoudidn'tdotomebestiepleasetellme

allofthisisalie!



Zipho:Daniel,canIhaveamomentwithMcebo

please?

Daniel:okay

Hepusheshischairandleavethem alone.

ZiphowalksclosertoMceboandlooksathim

takinghishand.

Zipho:Mcebo,lookatme...hey.I'm sorryokay?

Mcebo:(tearyeyes)Ziphoyousleptwithmydad?

Doyouevenlikehim oryouarejustinitforthe

money?

Zipho:IunderstandthatthisissoawkwardbutI



havealwayshadacrushonyourdad.Notthat

it'sanexcuseoranythingbutIreallylikeyour

fatherMcebo...

Hemakesmesohappyandnowwearegoing

tohaveababy.Iwillneedyoubymysideasmy

friendandanelderbrothertothischild...

Mcebo:Zipho,Idon'tknowifyouunderstand

howdelusionalandweirdwhatyouareasking

merightnow!

Youwantmetoacceptthatyouaregoingtobe

mystepmom?

Zipho:Mcebo,what'ssodifficultwiththis?



Mcebo:youdon'tgetit,doyou?Iloveyou

damnit!!

Hegrabsherandkissesher,Ziphopullsoutand

slaphim sohardMceboturnsred.

Zipho:areyoumad?I'm withyourfather!

Mcebosnapsoutofitandtrytotouchherbut

sheYanksherhandoffhim andleavetheoffice

Mcebo:Zipho,I'm sorry....

Heopensthedoorandbumpsintohisfather

walking

Daniel:whathappened?Triedtostopherbut

shewalkedpastme.



Mceboisflushedandcan'tevenlookathis

father

Tobecontinued.

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter23

ZIPHO

Leavingtheclub,shegoesstraighttoSphe's

placehopingthatshedoesn'tfindheralready

leftforwork.

Sheknockatherdoorlikecrazyandsheopens

upfullydressedhavingacereal.



Sphe:andthenmogirl,whyareyouhereso

early?

Ziphowalkpastherandthrowherhandbagon

thecouchandsitsdown.

Zipho:yooh,mylifeisamessrightnowyeses!

CanIhaveaglassofwine?

Shequicklyremembersthatsheispregnant

andwaveherhandstopingSphe.

Zipho:it'sfineleaveit.Istillhavetogotowork.

Sphe:whathappened?



HerphoneisringingnonstopbothDanieland

Mceboarecallingher.Sheswitchesitoff.

Zipho:I'm pregnant.

Sphe:Godforbid!What?

ShesaysinaNigeriandramaticaccent.

Zipho:andthebaby'sfatherisDanielNyathi...

Sphe:sis,youarenowconfusingme!Daniel

NyathiasinMcebo'sfather?

Zipho:yes!Andguesswhat,thismorninghis

fatherandItoldhim whathappenedandtold

methathelovesmeandkissedmeeven!



Sphe:Ifilm kelena!I'm goingtocometoyour

pregnancylaterbutweren'tyouandMcebo

friends?Andisn'thedatingthiswhitewoman?

Zipho:yoohSphe!Uyangidinalomfana(thisguy

annoysme)becauseheknowsverywellIhave

zerofeelingsforhim.Notevenalittle,I

explainedthisanumberoftimesandhesaidhe

understood.

Sphe:soundslikeamentallytroubledguyand

youdon'twanttoassociateyourselfwithsuch

becauseyoudon'tknowtheirnextmove

He'stheguyIshaggedattheclubandhehave

beenblowingmyphonetellingmeaboutage

notbeinganissue.Ihadtoblockhim becauseI



beattiredofbeingkindandpolite.

Zipho:youlie!Mceboisthebabyboywehave

beenreferringto?

Sphe:yep,theoneandonly.Sosis,whatare

yougoingtodo?

Zipho:Ihavenoidea.Idon'tknowhowI'm

goingtodealwithMceboafterthis.

Sphe:firstlyyouneedtocalm down,youknow

stressisnotgoodforthebaby.HowisDaniel

reactingtothepregnancynews?

Zipho:heisexcitedbandlaandveryinterested

inbeingafatheragain.



Sphe:that'sagoodthing,youshouldfocuson

thatandputthisboyinhisplace.Myadvice,

don'ttellDanielaboutthis.

Donotletthisruinthefatherandson

relationshipplease.

Zipho:yeahheyIknow.Imeanhealreadylost

hisparentsIcan'ttakehisfatherawaytoo.

NeitherdoIwantourfriendshiptoend.

Sphe:Iunderstandbutyouneedtosetand

drawboundariessis.Ifyouguysarecontinuing

withbeingfriendshemustknowtonevertry

thatstuntagain.

Onlighternews,Ican'tbelieveIam goingtobe



anaunt.OMG!Iam sogoingtospoilthisbaby.

Ilovepeople'sbabiesnotmehavingone.How

farareyou?

Zipho:3monthsandacoupleofdays...

Sphe:stillalongwaytogo.Whenareyoutelling

mom's?

Zipho:yoohSphethere'salsothat!Pleasedrop

meoffatwork...

Sphe:okayletmegetmybagandwe'llleave...

MCEBO

Hemanagedtododgehisfather'squestions



andexcusedhimselfgoingbacktohis

apartment.

Hewentstraighttobedandrestedhishead

downthinkingabouteverythingthattranspired

anhourandfewminutesago.

Ziphoispregnantandnotjustforanyonebut

hisfather!Damn!Thenthequestionofhis

feelingsforcomesback.

Doeshereallyloveherorlovetheideaofbeing

withherbecauseshekindalookslikeAyanda?

Hethoughthehadpassedthatstageofseeing

Ayandainwomen.

Hefindshimselfdozingoffandinthedream he

seesAyanda.It'slikeheisinarestaurantwith



MitchandheseesAyandapassingby.

Hegetsofffrom hischairleavingMitchthere

andfollowsAyandaoutsidecallingafterher.

Mcebo:Ayanda...?Ayanda!!

Shestopsandturnlookingathim.Hegetsto

herandtrytotouchher.

Ayanda:sthandwaSamiyouneedtostop.

Pleaseletmego,I'm goneMcebo

Mcebo:IstillneedandloveyouAyanda!

Ayanda:andIloveyoutoo,Iwillforeverdo.But

youhavetolive.



Letmegoandstoplookingformeatevery

womanyoufind.BehappyMcebo.

Shebrusheshisfacelightlyanddisappearsin

frontofhiseyes.Hewakesuppantingafter

Mitchshookhim up

Mitch:whatisit?Youhavebeensaying"

AyandaAyanda"forsometimenow

Mcebowipesthesweatoffhisfaceandsitsup

straight.

Mcebo:aren'tyousupposedtobeatwork?

Mitch:Iforgotmyexternalharddriveandcame



backforit.Yousureyouareokay?

Mcebo:I'm fine..babelookI'm sorryaboutthis

morningokay?ReallyIshouldn'thavereacted

likethat.Canwerevisitthetopiclaterontonight?

Mitch:(smiling)okay,Iwilllovethat.Letmego

backtowork.

Mcebo:mykiss?

Shesmilesandkisseshim thenwalksout.

Mcebobreathsoutandgetoffthebed.

Mcebo:Ineedtoapologiseandbehonestto

Ziphoandmydad.



LINDIWE

Lifehavebeensodifficulttoadjusttowhat

she'susedtothepast3monthsbutsurprisingly

sheisstillaliveandcoping.

Danielbeingthekindestman,revisitedthewill

andgaveherthehouseback.Shebought

anothercarwiththeinsurancemoneybutnot

asexpensiveasthatcar.

Sheistryingtomanagethefundsshehaswhile

thinkingofwaystomakemoremoney.

Sherecentlystartedontheeventsbusiness.

Thoughtitwouldbebesttoturnhertalentinto

businessbutclientsarenowheretobefound.



It'sfrustratingashellbutshehopesoneof

thesedayssomethingisgoingtocomeup.She

lostweightrealquick,everythinginthishouse

remindshim ofDaniel.

Ibanathicallshersayingheisoutside.Shehas

lostinterestinhim,shenolongerfindshim

excitingandfunasbefore.

Worsehehadanaccidentandnowheisusing

awheelchairsonjeshedoesn'tseeherself

ridingamanonthatchairshamesorry.

Shedecidestogooutsideinsteadoflettinghim

inside.

Lindiwe:Ibanathi,whatareyoudoinghere?



Sheaskslookingathim seatedintheUbercar.

Ibanathi:canyoupayformyrideandwego

insideandtalk?

Lindiwe:no,Iwon'tdosuchathing.Saywhat

youneedandleave.

Ibanathi:Lindiwe...Okayfinemaybethiswill

brightenupyourmood.Danielisbackintown.

Herheartskipsabit.Thelastencounterwith

him hasmadeherfearhim abitandknowsthat

heiscapableofbeingtheotherpersonwhen

provoked.

Lindiwe:oh,that'sgoodforhim.Wheredidyou



seehim?

Ibanathi:Ihaveasourceintheclub.Thesource

toldmeitwashappeningthismorning,Daniel

andMcebohadaheartedargument.

Lindiwe:why?

Ibanathi:apparentlyDanielimpregnated

Mcebo'sbestfriend...

Lindiwe:ima,wait.Mcebohasonefemale

friendIknowof...Youwanttotellmethatit's

thesamegirlIsawwithDaniel?

Ibanathi:theoneandonly..Iknowyouwillfind

ithardtobelievebuthereit'saproofofZipho



leavingtheclubthismorningfuriousafterthe

argument.

Lindiwelooksatthepicturesswipingleftseeing

Danieltryingtoholdherhand.

Lindiwe:haimarn!Howdidthishappen?How

didImissit?

Ibanathi:(smiling)nowyouknow,thequestion

is,whatareyougoingtodoaboutit?

Lindiwekeepsquiteforamomentandreturn

Ibanathi'sphonebackandreachestoher

pocketsforsomecash

Lindiwe:howmuchisyourride?



Ibanathismilesandrestsbackontheseatas

thedrivercalculatetheamountpertheride

cominghere...

Tobecontinued.
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(Notedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

LINDIWE

HepaysfortherideandhelpsIbanathionhis

wheelchair.Hepusheshim insidethehouse

andsitsdownlookingathim.



Ibanathi:foramomentthereIthoughtyouhave

goneweak.Imeanimaginewhatthisbratis

goingtoinherit?

Somethingmorethanyoursonandwhatyou

realdeserve.SoIsuggestthat....

Lindiwe:Ibanathi,canyoupleasestop.

Ibanathi:awbaby...

Lindiwe:lookaroundyouandtellmewhatdo

yousee?

Ibanathi:whatdoyoumean?



Lindiwe:nolook.Takeyourtime.

Ibanathiscanshiseyesaroundconfusedat

whatLindiweisatnow.

Ibanathi:there'snothinghereexceptyou...

Lindiwe:exactly!IbanathiIhavelosteverything!

Mygoodhusband,mymarriageandperfect

family,forwhat?Huh?Lust?

ImeanevenfotthefactthatIstillhavethis

houseisabigmiracle.Danieldidn'ttake

anythinghereexcepthiscars,clothesand

personalbelongings.

Ilostoutonagoodmanandit'squitetruethat



youonlygetachanceattrueloveandagenuine

manonce.

LookatwhatIam leftwith?Agolddigging

spinelessmanwhoexploitseverysituationto

hisadvantage.

YouthinkIam stupidtotrustyouenoughafter

youranyourbigmouthandtoldDanielmy

plans?

YouknowthatifanythinghappenstoDanielor

hisgirlfriendDustinandtheauthoritieswill

comekickingmydoor?

Thewayyouaresostupid,youranyourmouth

aroundtheUberdriver.Whatwouldyousayif

heGoogle'sDanielandgoestohim withthis



information?

YouwantDustintocomeshootyouthistime?

Ibanathilooksdefeated,hedidn'texpectthis

reactionfrom Lindiweatall.

Lindiwe:IbanathiIam tired,honestly.Imadea

hugemistakeandIam onlyrealisingnowhow

bigitwasafterlosingeverything.

Danielgavemeaperfect25yearsofhislifeand

love.Iam sorryIcan'thurtmorethanIhave

alreadydone.

Please,don'tevencomeatmewiththesesilly

ideasagain,Ibegofyou.



Ifyouvalueyourlife,youaregoingtoletthisgo.

Danielwaskindenoughtoletyougoscottfree.

Notsomanymendoesthat.Soplease.

Ibanathiunabletohidehisdisappointment,he

wheelshimselfoutofthehouseandLindiwe

opensthegateforhim.

Shefeelsproudofhowshereactedandthe

decisionshehavetaken.Honestlyshecannot

messwithDanielanyfurther.

Shedoesn'tknowwhathemaydotoherthis

timearound.Awisewomanknowswhento

stop.

ZIPHO



Herseconddayatworkhavebeenthee

shortestdayever.ShewishedtoprolongItto

avoidthemeetingMceborequestedforthe

threeofthem.

Afterwhathappenedearlierthismorning,sheis

notsureifshewantstodealwitheverything

again.

Knockingoff,sheheadsstraighttotheclub

whereshefindstheNyathimenwaitingforher.

Zipho:sanibona(goodafternoon)

Daniel:afternoon,yougood?



Zipho:I'm alright.WecangetstartedsothatI

cangohome.

Mcebo:(clearinghisthroat)firstlyIwouldliketo

takethisopportunityandthankyoubothfor

honoringmyrequesttoattendthismeeting.

Iknowthatafterwhattranspiredearlier,noneof

youlookedforwardtothis.

Iwillstartwithyoudad.Tobequitehonest,I

feelbetrayedsobadbecauseyouknowhowI

feelaboutZipho,asmuchasit'shasitown

complicationsbutyoushouldhaveneverwent

formyfriend.

Idon'thaveaproblem withherageoranything

likethatbutZiphoismybestfriendwhom at



onceIfantasizeaboutgoingintoarelationship

with.

Nonetheless,there'snothingIcandonow.I

meanIhadnumerouschanceoftellingZipho

howIfeelbutfailed.

Aftereverything,Itrulybelievethatyoudeserve

tobehappy..Iwon'tlie,thiswillneverbe

normaltomeorunderstandablebutIwon't

standinyourwayofbeingtogether.

Zipho,mybestfriend.WithyouIwantto

apologise.Firstlyforneverbeinghonestwith

howIfeelforyou.

ItnowthatIfullyadmitthatIbefriendedyoufor

myownselfishreason.DeepdownIwanted



youtofillthevoidofmylategirlfriendAyanda

whom youknownothingabout.

Herphysicalappearanceandyoursareso

similar.IrememberseeingyouforthetimeI

hadaminiheartattackthinkingshehaswoken

up.

Ithoughtbeingwithyouwouldbringmeclosure

andIcanbeabletofulfillthedreamsIhadfor

herthroughyou.HenceatsomepointIforced

themodellingdownyourthroatamongstother

thingsthatmatchedherpersonality.

Iam sorryforthatanddespiteeverything,I

reallybelievethatyouareagoodpersonandI

knowyouloveoldermen.Youhavealways

beenhonestaboutyourpreferencefrom the

wordgo.



YouneverledmeonaboutanythingandIreally

wishIcouldbe100%happyforyouforactually

fulfillingyourwishesbutonlytimewilltell.

Theemotionsinthisofficearehigh.Everyoneis

rubbingtheirtears.

Zipho:Mcebo,ifforanythingIam thebadguy

here.Youhavedonenothingwrongtome

exceptbeingsokindandalwaysshowedupfor

me

IwillneverforgetyourkindnessandIwishIhad

achoiceofchangingeverything.Ihadacrush

onyourdadthefirsttimeIsawhim.

Irememberjokingaboutbeingyourstepmom



theotherdayandyourresponsetoldmeyou

don'twantthat.

AlongthewayImizedthecrushandfocusedon

seeingDanielasmybestfriend'sfather.Allthat

changedwhenwechattedtoeachother

unknowinglyonTinder.

Theconnectionwebuiltthroughthe

conversationswehadwassomagicalthatit

wassodifficulttostopwhenwefinallymetand

realisedwhoiswho.

Fallingpregnantisthelaststraw,IsweartoGod

Ididn'tplanit.EvennowIdon'tknowhowIam

goingtogoaboutitbutIbelievethateverything

happensforareason.



Iknowit'sgoingtotaketimeandIjustwantyou

toknowthatIwillforeverbeherewaitingfor

you.

Iknowthatyouaregoingtobeanamazingbig

brothertomybabyandanamazingstepson...

Shesaysthelastlinesmilingandbothmen

burstoutlaughing.Andjustlikethat,thewhole

thingeasiesup.

Daniel:Iam sohappywearehavingthis

conversation.Mceboson,Iknowmyactasan

elderaredisappointingbutsometimessome

thingshappenoutofourcontrol.

WeplanandGoddecides.Ihopeonedayyou

aregoingtoforgivemeandrealizeInever



wantedtohurtyou.

TheyhugeachotherandMcebostandsup

preparingtoleave.

Mcebo:onemorething,Iam relocating.

Zipho:whereto?

Mcebo:UK...

Daniel:sothisisgoodbye?

Mcebo:no,there'sstillamonthtowrapup

everythingsoit'sdefinitelynotgood-bye.



Zipho:allthebestwitheverything...

Mcebo:youtoo.Ishalltakemyleavenow.Dad,

I'llseeyouaround.

TheyfistbumpandMceboleavestheoffice.

Daniel:thatwentwell...

Zipho:yeahbutinawayI'm feelingsadandall.

HeishurtingandIhopeonedayhegetsbetter.

Daniel:hewillbefine,willtaketimebutitshall

beokay.Andyouguysaregood?Haveyou

eaten?

Zipho:(smiling)nowehaven't,Ididn'thave



muchofanappetitebutnowIcangrab

somethingonthewayhome.

Daniel:thatismuchbetter.Letmetakeyou

homebeforeit'sgetlate.

XULU

Heisrunningaroundnexttothestretcherwith

thenursesalongsideSphe.

Hiswifeisgoingintolaborandheisexcited.He

getsremindedofthedayJuniorwasborn.He

wasnervousbutstoodstrongforher.

Doctor:I'm sorryma'am,youcan'tgetin



TheystopSpheatthedoorandshelooks

defeated.

XULU:itsokay.Waithereandprayforus.I'll

updateyou.

Sphe:okay..safedeliverymom!

Theyquicklyprepareherfordelivery.Xuluis

holdingNtombi'shandasshescreamsher

lungsoutpushingthebaby.

Thedoctorsandnursesareencouragingher

sayingthatsheisdoingwellshemustcontinue.

Xuluisholdingtheeyecontactwithhiswifeand

encouragingheraswell.



Momentslater,ababy'scrypiercetheroom and

Ntombicloseshereyes.Xululearnsoverand

kisseshersweatyforehead.

Xulu:youhavedoneit.Ican'twaittoseeour

princess..

Thedoctorswrapthebabyupandhandsitto

him.Hetakesonelookandnearlyfaints.

Whatkindofwakandaisthis?Notevena

coloredbutawholelittleBoer(misses)with

whitecurlyhair.Thisisawhite'smanbaby!And

no,it'snotsomealbinism orwhatbutawhite's

manbaby!!

Hefeelshisheartbeatingsofastasifit'sabout

tocomeoutofhismouth.



HeputthebabyonNtombi'schestandtakes

fewstepstothedoorandeverythingspins

aroundandbecomedark....

Tobecontinued.

(AspromisedlastnightafterIaskedyouto

followmeonInstagram.Idelivered3inserts

today.Enjoyandseeyoutomorrow.

Don'taskmeforalastchapterifyouaren't

goingtosponsorforit.Thanks)

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter25



SPHE

Thewaitwaskillingher,shesawabitthatthere

wassomecommotionhappeningearlier

becauseherstepfatherwasmovedtoanother

ward.

Shedoesn'tunderstandwhat'shappening,she

canhearthebabycryingandcannotwaitto

holdher.

Ineverythingthatishappening,shepraysso

hardthathermotherisfineandstillalive.From

whatshe'sheard,bringingachildintothislifeis

sameassurvivingdeath.

Aftersolong,acutedoctorwiththickeyebrows

comesoutandshequicklystandup.



SPHE:doctor,Ihavebeenwaitingherefor

hours!Ismymom andmysisterokay?

Doctor:yes,theyarefine.Youcannowgoand

seethem.

Sphe:finally!Thankyou.Butwait,ismydadok?

Isawthenursesrushingwithhim andnoone

wantedtoexplainwhatwashappening.

Doctor:Ibelieveheisfine.Hefainted.

Sphe:fainted?Why?

Doctor:maybefrom theshockofseeinghis

wifegivingbirth?



Sphenodsasthedoctorexcusehimself.It

doesn'tmakesense.Whywouldhefaints

becauseofseeinghiswifegivingbirth?

It'snotlikeitisthefirsttimemoe's.Evenwith

Juniorhewasthere.Sheheadstothewardand

findshermotherbreastfeedingthebaby.

Sphe:mama.Howisshe?

Shesaystryingtogetcloserbuthermother

hidesher.

Sphe:andthennowmama?Whatisgoingon?

Ntombi:ImessedupSphe.



Shesaysinabreakingvoicethatindicatesshe

hasbeencrying.Sheshiftstheblanketand

revealthebaby'sface.

Sphe:(exclaiming)haiMama!Howdidthis

happen?OhJesus!!

Ntombi:Iswearithappenedonce,theformer

CEOofthishospitalwashavingafarewellparty

sincehewasmovingbacktoScotland.

Webumpedintobathroomsandithappened.

Didn'tthinkithadaneffectbecauseitwassuch

ashortspaceoftime..weneverspokeaboutit

andneversawhim again.

Sphewantstojudgehermotherforscrewing



thatmaninbathroomsworserawbutquickly

rememberthatshedidthesamewithMcebo

fewmonthsback.

Thedifferencewithheristhatshedidn'tfall

pregnantandsheisn'tmarried.

Sphe:yoohmama,thisisdifficult.

Ntombi:Iknow,Ihavelosthim Sphe..

Sphe:don'tsaythat.Helovesyou,I'm surehe

willcomeback.Didyougiveheranameyet?

Ntombi:(shakingherhead)no,Ihaven't.

Sphe:IwillnameherMbalenhle.Sheissucha



beautifulflowerthatwillgrowupandshow

peopleflames.CanIpleaseholdher?

Ntombihandsherthebaby.Sphecarefully

holdsherandplayswithhercheekskissingher

smallhands.

Sphe:heybabysis.Finallyyouarehere.Ihave

beenwaitingforyouandI'm happythatyouare

hereatlonglast.

Don'tworryaboutthedramaoccuring,allshall

befine.Yougotmeyoureldersister.Iwillhold

yourhandthroughandthrough.

Iloveyousomuch,Mbalienhleyamama.I

can'twaittobuyyouclothesmatchingwith

mine.



LINDIWE

SheishavingdinnerwithMceboatthehouse.

HecametotellheraboutleavingtotheUK.

HebroughtMitchwithandShe'ssweetbutfor

someweirdreasonLindiwedoesn'tfeelherthat

much.Shedoesn'tshowitthoughincaseshe

offendsMcebo

Mitchtakesthedishestothekitchenandthat

givesthetwosometimealone.

Lindiwe:so,tellmeaboutthisthingofyourbest

friendfallingpregnantforyourfather.How

doesitmakeityoufeel?



Mcebo:whatcanonesaymama?Ithas

happenedandwhatIshoulddoissupportboth

ofthem.

Lindiwe:youarestrong,Icanneverunderstand

myfrienddatingmyfather,ever!

AndtothinkIoncelikedthatgirlforyouat

somepoint?Ai.AreyouhappywiththisMitch

thoughson?

Mcebo:yesIam mother.Beingwithheris

fulfillingandIreallybelievethatthischangeof

scenerywilldomegood.

Lindiwe:ifyousaysothenIsupportyou.Iam

goingtomissyouthough.



Mcebo:technologyhasmadethingseasier

mom.Videocallmenowandthen.

Lindiwe:yeahwellit'snotthesameashavinga

conversationwithyouInperson.Haveyoutold

yourfather'sfamily?

Mcebo:stillhaveto,alreadyIknowbabuDustin

willbedramaticaboutitbutmymindismade

up.

Lindiwe:IknowDustinverywellforbeing

stubbornbutrememberwhyareyoudoingitin

thefirstplace.

Mcebo:yeah.Howisthebusiness?



Lindiwe:soslow,Iam thinkingofthrowingin

thetowel

Mcebo:pleasedon'tmom.I'llhelpyoumarketit.

YouneedagoodsocialmediaPRandtrustme,

allshalltakeoffafterthat

Lindiwe:youthinkso?

Mcebo:Iknowso.Don'tworry,I'llgetstartedon

itbeforeIleave

Lindiwe:(smiling)ukuzalaukuzelulamadoda.

Thankyoumybaby.

Mcebo:anythingforyoumother.



ZIPHO

HerandYangaarepreparingdinnerwhenshe

feelstheneedtotellheraboutthepregnancy.

Zipho:mntase..Ineedtotellyousomething.

Yanga:okay?What'sup?

Zipho:youaregoingtobeanaunt...

Yanga:huh?

sheaskswithafrownconfusedatwhatZipho

isgettingat.



Zipho:Iam pregnant.

Yangadropstheknifedownandscream.

Zipho:shhhh!Youwanttowakemom up?

Yanga:haiboZipho!Whendidthishappen?Oh

thixo!Who'sthefather?

Zipho:oncequestionatthetimeplease...

Yanga:okay,I'm calm now.Who'sthefather?

Zipho:DanielNyathi...



Yanga:youtripping!AsinMcebo'sfather?

Zipho:yes!

Yanga:awyeah,Ihadmysuspicionsbut

thoughtnah.Yoohokay.Doesheknow?Imean

Mcebo?

Zipho:yes..didn'ttookitwellatfirstbutwe

spokeaboutitandheacceptedit.

Yanga:mhmm ok..andhowfarareyou?

Zipho:3monthsandacoupleofdays...

Yanga:doyourealizethatonyourgraduation

dayyouwillbelookinglikeawhale?



Zipho:Yanga!

Yanga:I'm beingreal!Tjo!Anyways

congratulations,I'm happyforyouandIknow

thatDanielisgoingtobeaveryresponsibledad.

Zipho:yeahIknowtoo,heissooverthemoon

I'm tellingyou.HeWantmetocomeandreport

thepregnancyathisfamilyhouse.

Yanga:theyaresogoingtogrillyoushame.

Theywillthinkyouarethecauseforthedivorce.

Zipho:eiwena,tellmeaboutitagain.

Yanga:haveyouthoughtofanameorgender



yet?

Zipho:anygenderisfinewithmebutIam

silentlyhopingforaboy.Imeanwegrewup

withoutabrothersoyeah.Danielwantsagirlso

sobadandalreadynamedherSiphowokuhle

Nyathi

Yanga:Siphowokuhle,suchabeautifulname.I

loveit.

Zipho:sameherehey,andhowwasyourdate?

Yanga:mydatewassoboring.Thisguyissuch

anerd.Hekeptontalkingabouthimselfthe

entiretime.Iwassobored.



Zipho:(laughing)I'm sosorry...

Shepauseasshehearssomeonebangingon

thedoor.

Yanga:whoknockslikethat!

Zipho:(wipingherhandswiththedishcloth)

whoeveritis,usijwayelakabi!

Shegoestothedoorandopensit.Hereyes

doesn'tbelievewhoisatthedoor.

Zipho:heeeaiit'sgoingtorainicecream today!

Whatareyoudoinghere?Wait,youstillknow

andremembertheaddress?



Xulu:Zipho,pleaseletmeinside.

Zipho:aibowenja!Insidewhere?Youdon't

belongherewena!

MaXulu:Ziphowhoareyoutalkingto?

SheaskscomingtothedoorandZiphocloses

itquickly.

Zipho:noone.Someonewasjustlostand

drunk.

MaXulugivesherasuspiciouslookandopen

thedooronlytofindXulustillstandingthere.

MaXulu:comein.



Yanga&Zipho:haiboMama!

MaXulu:yougirlsmakeyourfathersomething

todrinkinthemeantime.

Zipho:(clappingherhands)minaangeke!Iam

notgoingtoservethisman.Overmydearbody.

InfactIam outofhere.Yanga,come.

MaXulu:Zipho,Ididn'traiseyoutobethis

disrespectful.Thisismyhouseand...

Zipho:ohhaikemamaifallofasuddenyou

wanttopullthatcardthenstayinyourhouse

withthismanwhobrokeyoutothecore!



MaXulu:youdon'tevenknowwhyheishere...

Zipho:isn'tobvious?Shithitthefanwherever

hethoughthebelongedandnowheiscoming

backtous,forwhat?Yanga,let'sgo!

Xulu:Ziphomydaughter..

Ziphopausesandlooksathim.

Zipho:whatdidyoucallme?

Xulu:Isaidmydaughter....

Zipho:I'm nowyourdaughter?BeforeIlooseit,

letmego.



ShetakesYanga'shandandleadheroutofthe

house...

Tobecontinued.
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ZIPHO

Requestingfrom theirhousetotheplacethey

sharewithDaniel,Ziphohavebeenlivid.

Yanga:mntasecalm down,rememberyouare

pregnant.



Zipho:(shakingherhead)it'sjustnotfairyou

know.Whyisheback?Whatdoeshewant?

Rememberwhenmom wassick?Hecouldn't

caredamn!

Yanga:whateverhisreasonis,don'tallowitto

destroyyou.Don'tyouthinkweshouldcallSphe

andfindout?

Zipho:no,weshouldn'tappearsnoopyand

rememberwesaidourrelationshipwithher

shouldneverinvolvetheparents...

She'sgoingtotellusifthere'ssomething

worthytobetold.

Yanga:Ihearyou,sowhoseplaceisthis?



Sheasksaftergettingoffthecarandwalking

inside.

Zipho:Daniel's.

Sheknockonceandopenthedoor.Helooka

bitshockedtoseethem butkeepitcool.

Daniel:heygirls,yougood?

Zipho:wefine.Love,canYangasleephere

tonight?

Daniel:sure,there'senoughspaceinthishouse.



Zipho:thankyou.

ShekissesDanielandtakeYanga'shandtothe

guestbedroom.Theysitonthebedholding

hands.

Yanga:thishouseisbeautiful.

Zipho:indeed.Areyouokay?Doyouwant

anythingtoeat?

Yanga:I'm hungry,rememberwewereCooking

beforeheshowedup.

Zipho:I'llaskDanieltoordersomethingforus.

Yanga:sis,whatifmom forgiveshim andhe



movesbackin?

Zipho:that'smybiggestfearYangaandIreally

hopeitdoesn'tcometothatbecauseIdon't

wanttobeforcedtochoose..

Iwillneverforgivethatman,ever.Idon'tcare

whathisreasonofleavingwas.Heshouldhave

neverabandonedus.

Yanga:thiswholethingmakesmewonderifI

wanttohavekidsinfuture.Imeanimagine

experiencingsuch.

Zipho:Godwon'tallowustogosomething

twice.Rest,youcaneventakeabathandI'llcall

youwhenthefoodarrives.



Yanga:ratherbringithereplease.Idon'twant

towalkuponyouandDanielhavingsex.

Zipho:bathongYanga!

TheylaughabitandZiphoreturnstoDaniel.

Sheaskshim tobuyfoodenoughforthe3of

them.Hehandsherhisphoneandsheplace

theorderherself.

Daniel:areyougoingtotellmewhat'swrong?

Heasksmassaginghertensedshoulders.

Zipho:myfatherishomeandthesightofhim

justdrovememad.Irememberedeverythinghe

putusthroughandlostit.



Daniel:I'm sosorry,didhesaywhatwashis

returnwasallabout?

Zipho:no,Ididn'tevengivehim thechanceto

doso.Ididn'twanttodisrespecthim further

becauseIknewitwasgoingtobreakmy

motherapart.

Iam stillmadathowrelaxedshewas,inviting

him insideandaskingustomakesomethingto

drinkforhim.Yooh!

Daniel:love,canIadviseyouonsomething?

Thosetwoareyourparentsandyoudon'tknow

whatreallytranspiredbetweenthem

Yourmotherisanadult,capableofmakingher



owndecisions.Pleasedon'tgetinvolved.

Rememberyouareachild.Allyouhavetodois

supporther.

Zipho:ifthatsupportisabouthergettingback

withthatman,thenI'm sorrybecauseIwillnot

dosuch.

Shecanforgivehim becausevelemattersof

theheartaredeepbutshemustnotexpectme

todothesame.

Daniel:okay..Icanseethatthisissueis

sensitiveandhurtingyou.Istillthinkthatyou

needclosurethough

Askhim thosequestionsandoffloadeverything

beforeyoucandecideonwhattodo.Because



decidingoncuttinghim offwithoutworkingon

allofthiswilldestroyyouinthelongrun.

YouaregoingtostressmySiphowukuhleand

wedon'twantthat.Nowrelax,I'm goingtorun

youasmoothbathandyoucaneatafter.

Zipho:(smiling)okay,thankyou.

MAXULU

Sheputsthetraydownandsitsoppositeher

husband,Gxabhashe.

Lookingathim,shefeelsallkindsofemotions

evoking.PraisemostlytoGodforfinally

answeringherprayersandbringingher



husbandhome.

Shealwaysbelievedthathewasbewitched,

becausetherewasnowayhecouldhaveleft

likethat.

Xulu:thankyouSindi.YoustillknowhowIlove

mycoffeehehehe.

Shekeepsquiteandwatchashetakesasip.

Sindi:whathappened?

Xulu:mywife.Iam evenashamedoflookingat

youthewayItreatedyou.Idon'tdeserveyour

forgivenessIknowbutIwantyoutoknowthatI

havewokenupfrom mystupidity.



Youhavealwaysbeengoodtome,it'sreally

clickedtomenowyouarethebonesofmy

heart.Lettingyougo...

Sindi:eiXulu,pleaseholdonabitaboutbeing

shakespeareandtellmewhatbringsyouhere.

Xulu:becausehomeiswhereIbelong.Iwantto

dorightbyyouandourdaughter...

Sindi:daughtersXulu!Daughters!Youstill

continuewiththisthingofyoursexcluding

Yangaasyourown?

Xulu:no,I...yesshe'smydaughtertooand...



Sindi:listen,letmemakethingseasierforyou.I

forgaveyou,longtimeago.

Xulu:(smiling)ngempela?(Forreal)Ihave

alwaysknownyouareagem.

Sindi:butforgivingyoudon'tmeanthatyouare

welcomehere.Youknow,IusedtocrytoGod

prayingforyourreturnbutnowthatyouare

here,IactuallyrealizethatIdon'tneedyou.

MeandmydaughtersarefinewithoutyouXulu.

Xulu:Sindi,that'spridetalking,don'tallowittell

youotherwise.Deepdownyouknowthatyou

wantme,youneedme.Youalwayshave.



Sindi:no,Idon't.Pleaseleavemyhouse.

Xulu:wearestilltalking,whyareyouchanging

onmenow?

Sindi:(standingup)Iam donetalkingandIhave

saidmypiece.Pleasego

Sheopensthedoorforhim andXulucloses.He

takesstepsclosertoSindiwhoisnow

frightenedaboutwhatisgoingtohappen.

Xulu:Sindi,whatiswrong?Whycan'tyoulook

atme?Huh?Lookatmeloveandhearmeout...

Hesaysliftingherchinup.



Xulu:it'smeyourhusband.Rememberwewill

foreverbehusbandandwife.Ntombimaybe

mylegalwifeandweartheringsbutthe

ancestorsknowsyou.

Youaretheonewhoisgoingtositonthe

matrassformeandmakedecisionswhenIdie.

Ihavedonethings,badbadthingsbutallIam

askingforisachancetofixmymistakes.

Sindi:andItoldyouthatitistoolateforthat.

YesIforgiveyoubutIcan'ttakeyouback

Xulu:why?Isthereanotherman?Isthatthe

reasonyoudon'twanttohearmeoutandgive

meanotherchance?WasInotagoodhusband

toyouSindi?



Sindi:Xulupleaseleavebeforeyoudo

somethingyouaregoingtoregret...

Shesaystryingtomoveawayfrom him buthe

grabsbothherandpushesherdownonthe

couch.

Xulu:wearetalking,aren'twe?

Sindi:please..leave.

Xulu:(brushingherfaceandhertremblinglips)

shhhh.itsreallybreaksmyheartwhatyouare

doing.Sindiwhyareyoucrying?Huh?

Ijustwanttomakeyouunderstandwhatyou

aresayingisn'ttrueandactuallyremindyouof



allthegoodtimes.

Hesayshishandsgoingtoherskirttryingto

pulldownthezip.

Sindi:Melusi,stopit!

Xulu:relax..I'llleadtheway...

Sindi:Idon'twantto!Can'tyoulistenjustfor

once!!

Sheasksscreamingrealisingthatsheisdone

livingunderthisman'sshadow!Shewillbe

damnedifsheallowshim takesadvantageof

heragain!



Hewouldratherkillherfirstthanallowhertake

advantageofherlikethatagain.ShekicksXulu

hardonherballsandhegroanslettinggoofher

andsittingonthefloor

Xulu:ahhSindi,youarekillingme!

MAXULUfrightened,getsoffthecouchandtry

tocheckonhim buthepinsherdownandgets

ontopofher,hishandonherneck

Xulu:yeah,youthinkyouarecleaverhuh?

Sindi:(strugglingtobreath)please...getoffme!

Youarehurtingme!

Xulu:todayI'm goingtoremindyouthatIam



superiorandwillforeverbe.

HetriestokissherandSindibitehislipsandhe

slapshersohard.That'sisanopportunityfor

hertogetoffunderhim.

Hegetsupandholdontoherlegtryingtopull

herback.Sheusesthelaststrengthshehasto

kickhim offherhardandhearshim dropping

somewhere.

Thesilencemakesherstopatthedoorandturn

tolookatwherehehaddroppedat.Hefellon

topofthecoffeetable.

Thebloodcomingfrom hisheadmakesSindi

turnhim aroundandshescreamsseeingthe

brokenpiecesofthecupstuckonhisheadand



anotheroneatthebackofhisneck...

Sindi:ohmsindisi!WhathaveIdone!!

DANIEL

Aftertheyfinishedeating,theyallretiredtobed.

Anearlynightiswhatwasneededforthem

afterhowtheirafternoonwas.

Outoftheblue,Ziphoshakeshim upwithlights

on.

Daniel:babe,whatisit?

Heasksrubbinghiseyesseeinghergetting

dressed.



Zipho:canwegohome?Ijusthadabaddream.

MymotherIsnotsafe.

Daniel:okay.ArewewakingYangaup?

Zipho:no,lethersleep.

Danieldressesupquicklyandtheyhittheroad

goingtoherhouse.Shelooksveryanxious,

bitinghernails.

Themomentthecarstopsatherhouse,she

runsoutfirstandbangonthedoorlikecrazy.

Zipho:Daniel!Comekickthisdoordown!My

motherisnotopening!Ihopethisfoolhasn't



doneanythingtomymother!

Danieltriestoknockanumberoftimesuntil

he'sforcedtokickitdown.Walkinginside,they

arewelcomedbyapoolofblood.

Daniel:okayZiphoIthinkyouneedtositback.

Zipho:no,Ineedtoseemymother!

ShesayspushingDanieloutofherwayand

lookforhermother.Theyseeherseatedatthe

cornerrockingherselfbackandforthlooking

lost.

Zipho:Mama!Mama..areyouokay?



Sheaskstouchingheralloverandhugsher

tight.Sheiscoldandshaking.Danielgoesto

thetableandputhisfingersonhisneck.

Helooksatthem andshakehishead.

Daniel:he'sgone...

MAXULU:(breakingdown)ohmyGod!Ikilled

him!Iam murderer!

Daniel:Ziphotakeyourmothertothebedroom

whileIfixthisdoor.We'llsortthisouttogether.

Maxulu:maybe..maybe..Ishouldhaveallowed

him tosleepwithme..maybehewouldstillbe

alive.



ZiphoIam sorryIkilledyourfather...hewanted

torapeme,wantedtorapemeagain.Icouldn't...

Zipho:(crying)youdidwellmom I'm proudof

you...stopworrying.Itwasselfdefense.

Shetriestocoolhermotherdownbutit'sa

struggleandthewholesceneisjusttoosadto

watch.

Thejusticesystem alwaysfailswomen,evenif

theyreportthis,itisgoingtobehardtoprove

thatitwasselfdefensesinceitisherword

againsthis.

Themomenttheyareoutofsight,Danielcalls

Dustin.Hetakeshistimeansweringthephone.



Dustin:howmanytimeshaveItoldyoutostop

callingmelate?I'm notyourgirlfriend!

Daniel:willyoustopwiththejokesandcome

helpmehere?

Dustin:whatisit?

Daniel:there'sadeadbodythatneedsto

disappearwithouttrace...

Dustin:sendmealocation.

Hesuddenlysoundssomuchawakeallofa

sudden.



Tobecontinued.
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ZIPHO

Sheishummingasongtohermotherinbed

tryingtocalm herdownwhileplayingwithher

hair.Shegaveher2tablespoonsofHistagex

medicationjustsoshecansleep.

Sindi:yourfatherhasalwaysmademylifea

livinghell,evennowhejustdid.

Zipho,I'm notlying.Hewasforcinghimselfon

mesayingheissuperior.



Zipho:superiormyfoot.Mother,don'tworry

yourself,Ibelieveyou.Iknowheiscapableof

such.

Sindi:whatdoyoumean?

Zipho:Iusedtohearhim hittingyouandforce

youtosleepwithhim.Iwouldpretendtobefast

asleepwhilehearingyoursobs.

Sindi:ohmychild.Inevermeantforyouto

knowsuch...

Zipho:it'sokaymama.Youdidwhatyoucanto

protectusandit'smyturntodoso.Weare

goingtogetridofhisbodyandyouarentgoing

tosayathingaboutthisincident



Sindi:Yanga...

Zipho:Yangaisachildmom,let'skeepherout

ofthis.Relax,we'llfigurethisoneout.Iwon'tlie,

Iam sogladheisdead.

Sindi:that'sverydarkmychild.Nooneshould

celebrateanotherperson'sdeath...

Sheyawnholdinghermouth.

Sindi:Iwantedtoask,whereareyoucoming

from withMrNyathithislate?

Zipho:mama,let'sdealwithonethingatatime.

Wewillgettothat,Ipromise.



Sindi:Ziphothismanismarried...

Zipho:notanymorebutpleasemama...Rest.

Shenodsandcloseshereyes.Zipho'sphone

rings.It'sSphecalling.Sheputhermotheron

thepillowandgetsoffthebedansweringthe

phone.

Zipho:Sphe...

Sphe:heysis..IhopeIdidn'twakeyouup.

Zipho:no,youdidn't.What'sup?



Sphe:arghI'm justboredandmom isnagging

meaboutherhusbandwhowentAWOLafter

shegavebirth.

Zipho:saywhat?Why?

Sphe:youdidn'thearthisfrom me...

Zipho:mylipsaresealed..

Sphe:mom gavebirthtoawhitebaby.You

knowwhatthatmeansright?

Zipho:chinneke!Yourmom isleadership!She

didwell...

Sphe:bathongwenaZipho!



Zipho:I'm withDaniel,Ileftmyhouseafterhe

showedup..nowitmakessensewhyhewas

there.

Sphe:ohwow,sohecouldn'tdealwithhis

problemsandranbacktoyourmom?

Zipho:apparently...Look,letmecallmymom

andfindoutifhe'sstillthere.

Sphe:okaybaby,I'llwaitforyourcallbeforeI

reportbacktomom.

Zipho:thankslove.

Shecutthecallandwearhershoes.Thisisa



perfectstorytocook.

DANIEL

Dustinfinallyarrivedandhelookedattheman

shakinghishead.

Dustin:Iknowthisman.

Daniel:howdoyouknowhim?

Dustin:stepfatherofthatcrazygirlItoldyou

about...

Daniel:wow!ThismanisZipho'sfather...



Dustin:erh?ZiphoasinMcebo'sfriend?

Daniel:yes...

Dustin:uhlanganaphinomnganikaMcebo?

(WhatareyoudoingwithMcebo'sfriend?)

DanielkeepsquiteandZiphoshowsup.

Zipho:loveI...Oh,Dustin,hi.

Dustinlooksfrom DanieltoZiphoandcracks

up

Dustin:ohboy!OkayIgetit!Hellomama.You

good?



Zipho:Iwish.Ijustgotofffrom thephonecall

withSphe...

Dustin:howdoyouknowSphe?

Zipho:wearehalfsisters.AnywaysIjusttold

herthatmydadwashomeandIlefthim here.

SonowIam goingtocallherbackandreport

thatmymom saysheleftfewminutesagoafter

refusingtoaccommodatehim.

AllI'm goingtoaskfrom yougentlemenisto

makethisstorystick.Idon'tknowwhatyouare

goingtodobuthisbodyshouldbefound.



Dustin:that'seasy.Wearegoingtostagean

accidentandmakehim burnabitsothatthere

won'tbeanyneedforpostmortem toindicate

hediedbeforetheaccident.

Zipho:that'sactuallyperfect.Thankyou.I'll

makesuremymothersticktothatstoryaswell.

BeforeIforget,pleasecookthetrackerdetails.

Dustin:hedoesn'tlooklikeonewhoaffordsit

butdon'tworry,I'lllookintoit.

Zipho:verywell,letmecallSphe.

ShegoesbackandDustinlooksathisbrother.



Dustin:IthinkIlikeher.She'ssmart.

Daniel:nono,youarenotgoingtocorrupther!

Dustin:protectivethatmuch?

HechucklesthrowingtheglovesatDanielas

theycleanupthemessaroundthehouse.

DustinpickstheframedphotoofSindiandher

daughter's.

Dustin:isthatyourmotherinlaw?

Daniel:yeah.

Dustin:(laughing)thisisfunny,bothofthem are

youngerthanyou!Sheisprettythough...



Daniel:Dustin,don'teventhinkaboutit.

Dustin:(laughing)butIhaven'tsaidanything...

Daniel:Iknowthatstupidheadofyoursdoesn't

workproperly.

Dustin:butjustimagineit,measyourfatherin

law..itwouldbefunnyAF.

Danieltriestokeepastraightfacebutfinds

himselflaughing.HesmackDustin'sheadas

theywalkoutofthehouse.

Dustin:I'm goingtodrivehiscar,youcanfollow

me.



Daniel:alrightletmetalktoZipho.

DustingetsintoXulu'scardrivingitawayand

DanielhugsZipho.

Daniel:areyoualright?

Zipho:Iwillbefine.I'm justworriedaboutmy

mother.Idoubtshewilleverbenormalafter

this.

Daniel:maybewecanarrangesomecounseling

forher.PickyourpreferredtherapistandI'llpay

forit.

Zipho:youaresuchasweetheart.WhatdidIdo



todeserveyou?

Daniel:youcatfishedmeonTinder...

Zipholaughsabitandtheykisswhilehe

touchesherstomach.

Daniel:makesureyourest.Okay?

Zipho:Iwill.Thanksforclearingthismessup.I

willmopagainjusttomakesurethere'sno

stainsyouguysmissed.

Daniel:okay,butrestafterthat.

Zipho:ofcoursedaddy



Daniel:I'llcallyou.

Zipho:okay...

DanielgetsintoDustin'scarandfollowshim.

YANGA

Shegetstowakeupverylate,checkingthetime,

sherealizesitisafter8.Shestretchesherbody

andgetoffthebedrubbinghereyes.

Goingtothemainbedroom tolookforher

sisterwiththehopethatDanielhasalreadyleft

forwork



Sheknocksanumberoftimeswithno

responseandpushthedooropen.Thebedis

notmade,lookslikepeoplewokeupandleftit

likethat.

Thatissounlikehersister.Nomatterhowlate

sheis,shealwaysmakesthebed.

Yanga:Zipho?

Shecallsoutforhergoingtotheirinsuite

bathroom.Eventhetowelsaredry.

Sheleavestheirbedroom andgoestothe

kitchen,thehouseisemptyandlocked!

Whatishappening?Wherearethey?Sheis



panickingrightnow.Beinganoverthinkerthat

sheis,shecan'thelpbutsuspectthat

somethingiswrong.

Whatifthugswalkedinhereandkidnapped

bothhersisterandDanielwhileshewasstill

sleeping?

Shegoesbacktotheirbedroom tolookfora

clueofwhatmighthavehappenedbutshehas

noclue.

SheopenstheclosettoseeifDaniel'sclothes

arestillhereandeverythingisstillintact.

Yanga:wherearethesepeople?



Shetrieshersisteragain,itringsunanswered.

Sheopensthethirddrawerandhereyeslands

onaboxwrappedinaribbon.

Shedropthecallandtaketheboxsittingonthe

bedopeningitslowly.

Yanga:wow!

Shesaysstaringatthisbeautifulcustom made

ringwithZipho'snameinit.

RightthenthedooropensandDanielwalksin.

Shejumpsdroppingtheringonthefloor.

Daniel:whatareyoudoinghere?



Yanga:I'm sorry,Iwokeupanddidn'tfind

anyonehere.Ipanickedand...

Daniel:soyourpanicmodeledyoutomy

personalandprivatespace?

Yangapicksupthatheisnotpleased,atall.She

can'tblamehim though.Shepickstheringup

andreturnit.

Yanga:I'm sorry,Ireallydidn'tmeantoinvade

yourprivacylikethat.

Daniel:infuture,nomatterwhathappens,don't

comehereunlessyoursisterispresent.Arewe

clear?



Yanga:yes...

Daniel:goprepareyourselfsoIcandropyouoff.

Yanga:whereisZipho?

Daniel:she'swithyourmother...

Yanga:why?Whathappened?Whendidshe

leave?

Daniel:gotakeabathYanga.

Yangadoesn'twaittobetoldtwiceandexcuses

herselfbacktothebedroom thatwasofferedto

her.



Shefixesupthebedandtakesabath.Bythe

timeshe'sdone,shefindsDanielwaitingforher.

Theygetintothecardrivingaway.

Daniel:whatwouldyouliketoeatforbreakfast?

Yanga:I'lleatathome,thankyou.

Daniel:don'ttellZiphoabouttheringyousaw.

Yanga:Iwon't,thatwouldbemeruiningthe

surprise.Whenareyouplanningonproposing?

Daniel:(smiling)it'sgoingtobeasurprise.Not

anytimesoonthough.



Yanga:okay...Youshouldkeeptheringsafe

whereshewon'tseeit.

Daniel:unlikeyou,Ziphodoesn'tsnooparound.

Butyes,Imoveditsomewheresafe.

TheyareapproachingthehouseandYanga

seesSphe'scar.

Yanga:Iam feelinguneasyallofasudden.

WhatisSphedoinghere?

Danieldoesn'trespond.Yangagetsoffthecar

andwalkinside.ShefindsSpheandZipho

wearingdoeksseatedinthechairs.

Yanga:guys,what'shappening?



Sphe:pleasesitdownYanga.Wehavebeen

waitingforyou.

Yanga:youguysarefreakingmeout!

Zipho:(wipinghertears)dadpassedaway.

Yanga:what?Howandwhen?Welefthim here!

Sphe:hewasinvolvedinanaccidentthatleft

hiscardestroyedbeyondrepair.Hisbodyis

burned,hisshoes,watchwerefoundonscene.

Zipho:Yanga...



ShescreamsassheseesYangalosing

balance...

Tobecontinued

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter28

YANGA

It'sbeenhourseversincesheheardthenews

ofherfather'spassing.Yesshedoesn'thave

anyform ofrelationshipwithhim,infactshe

doesn'tknowhim.

UnlikeZipho,shehardlybumpedintohim and

shewouldfeelreallysadwhenZiphowouldtell



herthatshesawhim somewhere.

Zipho:howareyoufeelingnow?

Sheasksgivingheraplateoffood.Sheputsit

asideandsighs

Yanga:Idon'tknow,Iam havingmixedfeelings

hey.DoyouthinkI'm beingforwardforactually

feelingsadaboutthis?

Ziphotakeherhandandmakeaspacesitting

nexttoher

Zipho:noyouarenot.It'scompletelynormal

andunderstandable.Bloodisthickerthanwater

afterall.



Yanga:Imeanitdoesn'tmakesense,hedidn't

careaboutusbuthereIam feelingbadthathe

died.

Zipho:Iknowwhat'sgoingonoratleastImight

haveanidea.

ForalongesttimeeverIwasinyourposition,

yearningforhisloveandattentionsosobad.

MostlyIwantedhim tohelpeasetheloadfrom

mymother'sshouldersyouknow.

Soimaysithereandtellyouhowhorriblehe

wasbutthatwon'tchangethefactthatyoulove

him,youwishforhisloveandhewasout

father...



UnfortunatelyIcannotpretendtobesadabout

hispassing.TheonlythingI'm sadofabouthis

deathisthathewon'tseemom flourishing

Otherthanthat,hecangotohellIcouldn'tcare

less.Trustme,wewillbefine.Allowyourselfto

gothroughalltheemotions,cryifyoufeellike.

Nooneisgoingtojudgeyou,eveniftheydo,

don'tletthem gettoyou.Apersonwillalways

finditeasytothrowstoneswhenhe/sheison

theothersideoftheroad.

Yanga:thankyoufornotjudgingme...

Zipho:youaremybaby.Noweat.I'm goingto

checkonmom



Yanga:okay..Iwillcometoo.

Zipho:afteryouhaveeaten

SPHE

SheishelpingatZipho'shouseandchecking

thetimefrom herphone.Sheneedstoleave

soonandgofetchhermotherfrom thehospital.

Asifshecanreadhermind,shecallsher.Sphe

goesoutsidetoanswerthephone

Sphe:ma?

Ntombi:don't"ma"me!Whereareyou?Youleft

thehousealoneinatimelikethisSpheareyou



okay?

Sphe:mom,whyareyoushouting?Icameto

comfortZiphoandYangaontheirfather's

passing...

Sheregretssayingitthemomentthosewords

comeoutofhermouth

Ntombi:youwenttowho?Howdoyouknow

thosepeople?

Sphe:wellwehavebeenseeingeachotherfor

quitesometimenowandtheyareamazing

people...

Ntombi:Sphesihle,whatdidItellyouabout



thosepeople?

Sphe:unfortunatelymom I'm anadultnowand

capableofmakingmyowndecisions.Besides,

hewastheirfatherwhowasnotsopresentin

theirlives...

Ntombi:andthere'sareasonforthat,don'tget

involved!HewasJunior'sfatheraswell,get

backhomebeforeyoudrivememad.

Thecallendsandhesighs.Ziphoappears

behindher.

Zipho:Iseverythingokay?

Sphe:yeah,Ihavetogobabesmom ishome.



Zipho:Iunderstand,thanksforpullingup.Iwish

Icancometoyourhouseaswell.

Sphe:Iknowbutforyourpeacepleasedon't.

We'llseeeachotheratthefuneral.GoshIhope

therewon'tbedramabetweenthewives.

Zipho:mom won'tstart,sheshouldletyour

mom buryhim andhandlethemourning

process.

Sphe:yeahbutsheistheelderwifewhoget

paidlobolofor.Mom andhim justsignedat

homeaffairs,Idoubthisfamilyevenknowhim.

Zipho:unfortunatelyit'snotourbusiness.Mom

cannotbeexpectedtoplaywifeyandmourna



manwhoabandonedheryearsago.Itwon'tbe

faironherandus.

Sphe:Ihopenottoobutyouknowthese

traditions.Letmegosaymygoodbyesand

leave.

ZiphowalkherinsideandSpheannouncesthat

sheisleaving.

Sindi:thanksforcomingsisi,youaresucha

goodchild.Iam sogladthatyouandmy

daughtermet.

Sphe:sameheremama.IfIgettimeI'llcome

again.Pleasestaywell.



Ziphowalkwithhertothecar.

Sphe:whenareyouannouncingthepregnancy?

Zipho:there'salsothat?EixIdon'tknow.When

thedustsettlesIhope.

Sphe:okay,Ican'twaitforthistobeoversowe

canactuallyplanababyshower...

Zamani'scarpullsthrough.Hegetsofffrom it

carryingflowersandotherstuffallswaggedup.

HehugsZiphoandgreetsSphe.

Zamani:I'm sosorryforyourloss,Yangatold

meaboutit.



Zipho:it'sokay,thanksforcoming.Youcango

inside,I'm sureshe'sexpectingyou.

Zamani:alright,I'llseeyourmom first

Zamanileavetheladieswalkinginsidethe

houseandSpheisdrooling.ZiphowavesIn

frontofher.

Zipho:earthtoSphe!

Sphe:I'm sorry.GoshIKnowwesaidnotoama

danonebutwhoisthat?

Zipho:haibosis,controlyourvagina!That's

Dustin'sson.Don'ttellmeyoudon'trecognize

him.



Sphe:Ididseethathelooksfamiliar.MyGod,

what'swrongwiththeNyathimen!

Zipho:Ihopeyourthrobbingclitwon'tfindits

waytoZamani'sdick

Sphe:youaresayingallthisbecauseyougot

thefineandgoodone...

Zipholaughsstickinghertongueout.They

shareahugandSpheleavesfeelingdepressed

aboutgoingbacktohermother'shouse.

DANIEL

HeisatthechesanyamawhenheseesLindiwe.



Actuallyshe'stheoneseeinghim andcometo

greethim.

Lindiwe:Iam sorryIdidn'tknowyouweregoing

tobehere...

Daniel:stopplaying,wearenotenemiesandwe

aregoingtobumpintoeachotheronewayor

another.

Howareyoudoing?

Lindiwe:Iam managing,gratefulforlifehey.I

heardyouaregoingtobeafatheragain,

congratulations.

Daniel:newstravelsfast.Thankyou,Icannot



waittoholdmydaughter.

Lindiwe:youfinallygotyourwish,youalways

wantedadaughter.

Danielstartstofeellikethisconversationis

gettingawkward.

Daniel:Mcebotellsmeyouhavestartedyour

owneventscompany,congratulations.

Hesaysswitchingfrom thebabytopicto

somethinglighter.

Lindiwe:thankyou,butIam strugglingwith

clientele.Ihopesuchwillchangenowthat

Mcebohavegivenmybusinessthe



professionalmakeoveritneeded

Daniel:Icanhookyouupwithfewoftheguys

thathostsbigeventsandpayswell...Trustme

ifyoudeliverwell,youshallbesetforgood

Lindiwe:serious?Youwoulddothatforme

evenaftereverythingIdidtoyou?

Daniel:Lindiwe,I'vemovedonfrom thatandI

wantyoutodothesameaswell.Forgive

yourselfandcelebratelife.

Ishallgiveyouacallifanythingpopsup.

PleaseexcusemeIneedtotakethiscall.

Lindiwenodsandmovestoanothersideofthe



restaurant.

Daniel:mamakaSiphokuhle.Howareyou

doing?

Zipho:Iam alright,justexhaustedabit.How

areyou?

Daniel:I'm good,justtryingtofigureouthoware

youfeelingwitheverythingthat'shappening.

Zipho:I'm finereally,Ijustwantmymom tobe

fine.

Daniel:don'tneglectyourowngriefinthe

processbabe.It'sokaytobesad,cryifyou

haveto.Nooneisgoingtojudgeyou.



Zipho:canIpleaseseeyou?

Daniel:definitely,Iwillfetchyou.

Zipho:no,Iwillcometoyouit'sokay.

Daniel:alrightthen,takeiteasy.

Thecallendsandhereceivesatextfrom his

sistersayingshe'sathishouse.Healmostasks

himselfwheredidshegettheaddressand

rememberthatDustinknowsaboutit.

Hedrivesstraightthereandleadherinside.



Lumka:niceplaceyougotforyourselfbrother

buttheoneyouleftwithLindiweisevenmore

beautifulandbigger.

Daniel:thisismytemporarycribwhileIsort

thingsout.

Lumka:Isee,youcantellthatabachelorlives

here.Itneedsawoman'stouchnyana.Ihave

fewideastorun...

Daniel:Lu,thatisverythoughtfulofyoubutit

won'tbenecessary.

Lumka:whatdoyoumean?

Daniel:someoneresponsibleforthatwillhandle



theinteriordecorofthehouseifshefeelsthe

needto.

Lumka:haibobhuti,there'salreadya"she"?

Danieldoesn'trespondandgetsuptoanswer

thedoor.HegivesZiphoalongtighthug.

Lumka:thisisnothappening!DanielNyathiyou

havenowturnedintoablesser?Whatisthiskid

doinghere?Don'ttellmeit'stheshethatyou

referredto?

Daniel:Lumka....

Lumka:andyou,whatareyoudoinghere?Don't

youhaveassignmentstogetinto?Doesyour



parentsknowyouaredatingoldmarriedmen?

Zipho:yoohsisi,Idon'tevenknowyouneh?

Ngicelasingaphaphelani!(Don'tprovokeme)

Lumka:sheevenhaveasharptongue!Daniel

doyouseethethingsyouhangaroundwith?

Zipho:things?Didyoucallmeathing?Yewena

nompopi!I'm goingtowipethisheavymudon

yourfacewithaslap...

DanielholdsZiphoandleadhertothebedroom.

Daniel:clam down,letmedealwiththis...

Hegoesbacktothelounge.



Lumka:Ican'tbelievethatyouleftLindiwefora

girlyoungenoughtobeyourdaughter!Iwould

expectsuchbehaviorfrom Dustinnotyou!

Daniel:youseem toforgetthatIam wayolder

thanyou.Mindthewayyoutalktome,okay?

Idon'tneedpermissionfrom youoranyoneelse

aboutwhoIhookupwith,doyouhearme?

Ziphoisanadultsoam I!

Anotherthing,mindthewayyouaretalkingto

herbecausesheisgoingtobearoundforavery

longtimeandIwillnottoleratethedisrespect.

Lumka:wow!LetmeleavebeforeIsay

somethingelse.



Daniel:that'sactuallyagreatidea,ohbeforeyou

leave.Nexttimecallandtextbeforeyoudecide

toshowup.

Lumka:canyoupleasesendmesomemoney?

Daniel:whatfor?

Lumka:entertainmentandformywellkept

business...

Daniel:Idon'thaveit.

Lumkalooksathim likehejustsworeinFrench.

Shewaitshopingheisgoingtochangehis

mindbuthekeepsastraightface.



Lumka:wow!Okay,Igetit,Ireallydo.

Shegrabsherhandbagandheadstothedoor

bangingit.Danielsighsandreturntothe

bedroom.HefindsZiphosleeping.

Daniel:(kissinghercheeks)hey,howareyou?

Zipho:I'm sorryforthewayIspoketoyour

sister...

Daniel:don'tworryaboutit,youarebattlingwith

alot.Iknowyoucamehereforabreaksodon't

stressaboutit.

Zipho:Ihaveaheadache,canIsleepforfew



minutes?Pleasewakemeupaftertwohours

Danielkickoffhisshoesandgetintothebed.

Helayheronhischest.

Daniel:rest,youarestressingmyprincess.

Tobecontinued
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SPHE

Hermotherhavingtositonthematrassto

mournforherlatehusbandresultedinSphe



playingdeputymothertoJuniorandconstantly

checkingonherbabysisterEnhle.

Thanksforthetraditionthatpreventpeoplefor

seeingababyuntil3monthshaspassed,

Ntombiisstickingtoitandalsoavoiding

questionsabouttheraceofthebaby.

It'searlyinthemorningwhenSphewalkstoher

mother'sbedroom aftershehadcalledher.

Sphe:youcalledformemom?

Ntombi:yesbaby,Icalledinourhelpertolook

afterthekidstodaybecauseIneedyoutodo

therunaroundforme.



Ireceivedacallfrom theseXulupeoplesaying

theywillbeinGautengtoday.

Sphe:ohthat'sgood,atleastyouwon'tbealone

inthis.

Ntombi:there'snothinggoodhere.Theywant

totakemyhusbandandgoburyhim inthe

village.Imaginethenerve!

Sphe:isitsuchabadthing?

Ntombi:Sphe,canyoustartthinkinglikean

adultplease.MelusiandIlivedheresoheis

goingtobeburiedhere!EvenbeforeImethim,

heestablishedhislifearoundhere.



Sphe:Ihearyoumom.Writedownalistofwhat

Imustdo,I'llgotakeabath.

Ntombi:okay,I'llbepreparingthemilkforyour

sisterinthemeantime.

Sphenodsyawningandleavethebedroom.

Thiswholethingisjustexhausting.Hermother

can'tbreastfeedbecauseoftheeyes.

ShefindsJuniorawakeandsitsnexttohim.

Sphe:heybigboy,youareupsoearly,why?

Junior:Imissmydad.Whenishegoingto

comehome?



Sphe:urhm love,asmom saidthatdadhas

gonetoheaven,hewon'tbewithusphysically

anymore.

ButIcanpromiseyouthathisspiritwillforever

bewithus.Iam sureheisgoingtovisityouin

hisdreamsbecausehelovedyousomuch

Junior:canIvisithim inheaven?

Sphesighs,thiswholethingisdifficult.As

muchashim andherdidn'tseeeyetoeyemost

ofthetime,hispresenceisstartingtobefelt.

Sphe:oneday,youwillbereunitedwithhim and

youshallbehappy.Okaypapa?



Junior:okay.

Sphe:nowcome,let'sgetyoupreparedfor

school.Iwilldriveyoutheremyself.

Junior:yaaay!Andwe'llhavewimpybreakfast?

Sphe:ofcourse...

Seeinghisfacebrightensupputsasmileonher

face.Sheloveshersiblingswholeheartedlyand

woulddoanythingforthem.

ZIPHO

Nauseaisshowingherflames.Shehaslost

countofhowmanytimesshewokeupandran



tothebathroom.

Rinsinghermouthandpreparingtogobackto

theirbedroom,sheseeshermotherstandingby

thedoorfoldingherhands.

Zipho:mama!Youscaredme!

Sindi:I'm sorryifIdid.Ihadtocomeandcheck

ifyouarealright.Ihavebeenhearingthe

bathroom dooropeningquitealot.

Zipho:I'm sorry,Ididn'tmeantowakeyouup.I

am notfeelingwell.

Sindi:Zizipho,areyoupregnant?



Zipho:Ma?

Sindi:youheardme...

Zipho:urhm.No,Ithinknginenyongo...

Sindi:tryagain.

Ziphosighs.It'snowornever.Maybetellingher

motherwillloosenuptheloadfrom her

shoulders.

Zipho:Ididn'tplanitmom.IswearIwason

contraceptivethewholetime.Ijustdon'tknow

howithappened.

Sindicloseshereyesandsighs.



Sindi:IhadmysuspicionsbutIwashopingto

bewrong.Sowhoisthefather?

Zipho'stonguegetstiedimmediately.How

doesshetellhermom thatherbestfriend's

fatherandformerbossisresponsible?

Zipho:pleasedon'tbemad.It'sDaniel.

Sindi:(witheyespoppedout)what?When?

Yazini,let'sleaveit.I'lldealwiththislater.Ihave

alotgoingonmymindrightnow.

Yourfather'speoplearecomingandtheywant

toleavewithmetoKZNtomournyourfather



Zipho:what?Mom Ihopeyouwon'tagreeto

thatmadness!Don'tallowthesepeopletobully

you,theyhavedonesoforthelongesttimeever.

YoureportedfatherleavingyouforNtombito

them,whatdidtheydo?Nothing.Nowhowcan

theyexpectyoutomournhim?

Sindi:Iam askingmyselfthesamequestion.

Buttheyshouldcome,Iam readyforthem.

Theyarenowtellingmeaboutthetradition...

Zipho:mxm,stupidtraditionconvenientwhen

it'ssuitsthem.I'm byyoursidemom,I'm older

now,theywon'tbullyyouwhileI'm around.

Sindi:(smiling)youalwayshavebeenafighter,

remindsmethedaywegotrobbedonourstall.



Youcriedandkeptonthrowingstonesatthe

thugs,youaregoingtomakeagreatmother.

GodIcan'tbelieveIam goingtobea

grandmotherwhilestillyoung.

UyangigugisakodwaZipho!Howfarareyou

withyourpregnancy?

Zipho:I'm stillinthefirsttrimester...

Sindi:Zipho,youknowI'm oldschool.Idon't

knowthesetrimesterthings...

Zipho:Iam 3monthspregnant...

Sindi:Isee.Ihopeyouwillgotoworktoday.



Zipho:theyactuallygavemethewholeweekoff

Mom afterIreportedthatdadpassedaway.My

headisbuzzing,Iwasn'tgoingtoconcentrate.

Sindi:I'm sorrysuchhappenedonyourfirst

weekatwork.Youshouldbeenjoyingit.

Zipho:it'sokaymama.Allshallpassandwewill

behappyagain.Ipromise.

Sindi:doesheknow?

Zipho:yesandveryexcited.Yooh,Isawhis

sisteryesterdaymama.Thewayshewasso

rude.SayingIwasn'traisedwell,nywerenywere

blessersandmarriedmen.Itoldherwhereto

getoff.



Sindi:Zipho!Youshouldhaveignoredher.

Silenceisgoldenandyouknowthesaying

aboutkillingapersonwithkindness...

Zipho:thatwon'tworkwithmemom.Thisis

whyyouweredepressedyourwholelife

becauseyouwerekindtopeoplewhoaren't

deserving.

IservetheenergyIreceive.Idon'tprovoke

peopleneitherwillItoleratesomeonestepping

onmytoes.Ai,I'm notabiggerpersonmina.I

willnotclapforpeopledancingonmyhead.

Sindi:youdefinitelytookafteryourfather...

Zipho:maybethat'swhyIhatehim.Letmego

wakeYangaupsowecanprepareforyour



formerin-laws.Youknowhowtheyalwaystreat

us.

Sindi:eifuthi,Iam sonotlookingforwardtosee

them.

LUMKA

Shewalksintothekitchenandtakeoutthe

bottledwaterfrom thefridgeanddrinkfrom it.

Sheisfrom herregularmorningruns.Sheis

fussyaboutkeepingshapeandlookinggood.

BeinganaspiringinfluencerandYouTuberhas

itsowndisadvantagesshame.

Rightnowsheisbusywithherfriendson



WhatsAppdiscussingthetriptoMaldivesthey

areplanning.

Thestressthatisdealingwithherrightnow

sinceDanielrefusedwithmoneyisonanother

level.

SheknowsforafactthatDustinwon'tgiveher

money.Hermotherisstingylikecrazy.Zamani

blowshismoneyongirls

Speakofthedevil,Dustinwalksintothekitchen.

Theyexchangegreetings.

Lumka:whereareyougoingtosoearly?

Dustin:someofushavetowork...



Lumka:ohyeah.IwenttoseeDanielyesterday.

Canyoubelievethathe'swithagirlyoung

enoughtobehisdaughter?She'sevenyounger

thanmethatone.

Iam prettysuresheiswithhim formoney.It

doesn'tmakesensewhyagirllikeherwould

leaveherpeersandbewithanolderman.She's

rudeenjalonje.

Dustin:(chuckling)letmesee.Youdroppedout

ofWitsbecauseapparentlythecoursewastoo

depressingforyou,youdon'twanttofindajob

becauseyouaredestinedforfame.

Hereathomeyoudon'tdoanythingotherthan

lockingyourselfinyourbedroom,domakeup



anddotiktokvideosthewholeday.Refusedto

helpinanyofourbusinessesbecauseyouare

therichaunt.

Andyouhavealivertocallsomeonewho

completedherstudiessinrecordtimeand

actuallyworkingagolddigger?Wow!Idon't

knowwhattocallthekindofmadnessyouare

sufferingfrom.

Wordofadvicefrom me:growup.Zamaniis

finishinghisstudiessoon,youaregoingtobe

theonlyoneunemployedhere.

Andoh,ZiphoisnotLindiwe.She'sgoingto

dealwithyouandmyinstinctstellsmeshe

alreadystarted.



Sinceyouareawake,makeyourselfusefuland

makebreakfastinsteadofwaitingformom to

cookforyou.

Hegrabshiscarkeysandwalkoutofthe

kitchenleavingLumkaswallowingherthick

saliva.

Amessagepopsupfrom askingwhenisshe

goingtomakepaymentforthetrip.

Lumka:ohGod!MaybeIshouldn'thavespoken

toherlikethat.Wheream Igoingtogetthis

moneyatsuchashortperiodoftime?

Maybesheshoulddosomehousechorestoday,

awaytobribeherMom togiveherthemoney?



Shesighsandlookatthefridgethinkingwhat

tomakeforbreakfast..

Tobecontinued.
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SINDI

Theeldersareherealready,Yangajust

informedherabouttheirpresence.Sheputson

herdoek,ashalloverhershouldersandwalk

outtothem.



Shegreetsandsitsdownnexttoherdaughters

OneofXulu'ssisterclaphands.

Zodwa:haikewondersshallneversee.Aren't

yousupposedtobeonthemattress?Andwhat

areyouwearing?Awifedoesn'twearlikethat

afterlosingherhusband.

SINDI:whichhusbandbytheway?Becauseas

farasIam concerned,Ihavebeensinglefora

full19years.LookatMelusi'syoungerdaughter

heleftmewith.Sheisagrownwomannow,a

completeadultat19.

Uncle:butstill,hewillforeverbeyourhusband

andyouknowyourdutiesastheeldestwife.

SINDI:babuXuluwithduerespect,Iwasnotin



apolygamymarriage.YoursonLEFTmefor

anotherwoman.Thatishiswifeyoushouldbe

consultingwithregardingthefuneral

arrangements.

Zodwa:hedidn'tevenpayloboloforher,she's

nottherealwife.Theancestorsdoesn't

recognizeher.

Youarehisrealwife.Youhavetodotheright

thing.

SINDI:rightthingforwho?

Zodwa:youandyourchildrenoryouaregoing

tosufferseriousbadluck.



SINDI:therewon'tbeanybadluckthatwill

attackmychildrenandI.Wehavebeendoing

veryfineallthistime.Nothingwillchange.

Uncle:sothat'syourfinaldecision?Youarenot

comingdownwithus?

SINDI:no,Iwon't.

Theelderslookateachother,shakingheads

andgetup.

Zodwa:youaregoingtoregretthis.Youdon't

knowthewrathofourancestorswena

ngiyabona.Iwonderwhatyouareteachingyour

children.Tomorrowtheyaregoingtoturnand

hateyouforwhatyouaredoing.



Zipho:okaythat'senoughAuntZodwa.Stop

guilttrippingmom please...

Yanga:andiftheancestor'swrathwasas

powerfulasyoumakethem tobe,whydidn't

theyreprimandtheirsonwhenhelefthislegal

wife?

Zipho:coaskmntase!

Zodwa:Inowunderstandwhymybrotherleft.

Thesebratstalktoomuchandarenottaught

well.Youhavefailedasawifeandmother...

Zipho:byebye...

Sheopensthedoorwideandtapherfeetdown



forhertoleave.SheleavesandZiphoreturnsto

hermom whoisnowcrying.Theyshareagroup

hugwithher.

Yanga:it'sgoingtobeokaymother.Weare

hereforyou.

SINDI:thankyoumychildren...Butpleasein

future,don'ttalktoyourelderslikethatplease.

Yanga:motherwecan'tletthem abuseyou.

Theycandothatwhenwearenotaround.

Zipho:Ihavebeensaying.Youareourrockthat

carriedusthroughallthedifficulttimes,it'sour

turnnowtodothesame.



SPHE

Thehouseisgettingbusydaybydayandsheis

seriouslylosinghermind.

SPHE:whatareyougoingtosaytoyourinlaws

whentheyaskaboutthechild?

Ntombi:theydidn'tknowIwaspregnantsoI

havebeenthinkingthatmaybewecansaythe

babyisyours?

SPHE:haibomama!Youstillhavea

postpartum bellymoes..

Ntombi:Iam wearingthisheavyblanket,itwon't

bevisible.



SPHE:mom,howlongareyouplanningon

hidingMbalifrom yourinlaws?

Ntombi:I'm nothidingher,justuntilthefuneral

isoverandtheyallleave.Everythingisgoingto

gobacktonormal.

Pleasebaby,dothisformeIpromiseIwill

foreverbeindebtedtoyou

Sphe:whenthiscomesout,pleaseknowthatI

warnedyou.

ShekeepsquitewhentheXulu'swalkin.They

exchangegreetingsandcondolences.Ntombi

isbusysniffingandwipinghereyes.



Zodwa:it'sgoodtoseethatyouarefollowing

traditionunlikethatone.

Uncle:Zodwa,notnow.Aswehavespokenover

thephonethatwewouldlikeoursontobe

buriedbackhome.Weareheretogethisbody,

hiswivesandchildren.

Everyoneiswaitingandpreparingforthe

funeralbackhome.

Ntombi:withallduerespect,howdoyougoon

andprepareafuneralforsomeonewhohasa

wifewithoutconsultingher?

Zodwa:nangoke!(Herewego)



Ntombi:myhusbandisgoingtobeburiedhere

inGautengwherehiskidswillhaveanaccess

tovisithisgravethandrivingallthewayto

anotherprovince

Pleasetellthefamilybackhomethatthe

funeralistakingplacethisFriday,10:00.

Uncle:thatisnothowwedothingsmakoti.All

ourfamilymembershavetobeburiedhome,he

hastobeburiednexttohisparents

Ntombi:I'm sorrythatwon'thappen.Henever

mentionedthattome.Heisgoingtobeburied

here,mygravewillbenexttohiswhenIdieso

aremychildren.



Idon'twanttoargueaboutthis,don'tforceme

toinvolveauthoritiesandlawyersbecausethat

willresultsinyoubeingbannedfrom attending

thefuneral.

Zodwa:IhateMelusi'stasteinwomen!Whatis

this?

Uncle:(clearinghisthroat)theXulu'swouldlike

totalkandweshallbeback.Let'sgomy

brother'sandsisters.

Theygetupandleave.Sphelooksather

motherwho'stearsareflowingdownherface

andcomfortsher.

Sphe:it'sokaymother,youhandledthatvery

well.Thelawisdefinitelyonyourside.Iam



goingtogocheckonJuniorandMbali.

Ntombi:okay..thanksforeverythingmychild.I

don'tknowhowIwouldhavebeenabletodeal

withallofthisbymyself.

ZIPHO

Finallythefuneralishappeningandtheyare

attending.Ntombistoodhergroundandthey

failedatfightingher.

ThefuneralistakingplaceinGauteng,theother

familymemberscomplaineduntiltheygaveup.

Onewouldswearit'ssomeeventofsort.The

decorteam hiredwentabove.



Zipho,hersisterandmom areseatedonthe

frontrowasinstructedbySphe.Shelooks

exhausted,Ziphowishesshewasabletohelp

herbutknowingthathermotherdoesn'twantto

seetheirsight,restrictedhersteps.

Evennowsheisholdingherbreaththatthey

don'tcauseanydramawitheverything.

Theprogram startsandtheliesbeginathow

wonderfulhewasasafatherandhusband.

Theymentionthatheleavesbehindhistwo

wives,2daughter'sandoneson.

Ziphopicksupthattheydidn'tcountthelittle

girlandkeepquiet.Nowit'stimeforthecoffin

togodownontheground.



Sindipicksthesoilfrom theshoveland

tremblesasshehastodropitoff.

Sindi:(crying)Iam sorry,Ididn't...

Ziphoquicklypullsherfrom thecrowdandsit

herdown.Shegivesherthewaterwhilefanning

herdown

Zipho:(whispering)mom please..Iknowthatall

ofthisisoverwhelmingbutpleasekeepyour

coolforafewminutes.It'salmostoverand

we'llgohome.

TheserviceendsandsheinstructYangato

makesuretheirmom sleepwhentheyget

homewhilesheremainsbehindandhelpSphe.



Zipho:youlookexhaustedandIam feeling

guiltythatyouareworkingsohard.

Sphe:Ihopethatthenextdaysaregoingtobe

mydayoff.Iam sodrained.Beingkeptbythe

babyatnightandorganizingthewholething.

Yoohhai.

Zipho:Icanimagine.Maybewecangotoamini

vacationtounwindabityouknow.

Sphe:thatactuallywon'tbesuchabadidea.

Whereisyourman?

Zipho:around,hehasbeentextingandaskingif

I'm fineandallthat.



Sphe:butareyoufinethough?

Zipho:Iam fine,IpromiseIam.

Sphe:ifyousaysothen.

DANIEL

Theyarechillingattheirestablishmenteating

braaiedmeat.

Daniel:todayZipho'sfatherisbeinglaidtorest...

Ihopeafterthiswecanbeabletospendsome

qualitytimetogetherandfocusonour

pregnancy



Dustin:justsayyoumissbeinginbetweenthe

girl'slegs.Iwon'tjudgeyou.

Daniel:aimarn,Iam notlikeyou.Idon'tchase

sex...

Dustin:okusalayo...

Daniel'sphoneringandheanswers.Hisfrown

reactionintrigueDustin's.

Dustin:whatisit?

Daniel:it'sLumka,someoneisholdingher

hostage.

Dustin:what?Whyandwhere?



Heisonhisfeetasheisaskingthose

questions.

Daniel:Idon'tknow,theysaidtheywillsendan

undress.

Dustin:theybetterhurry.

Danielcheckhisphoneandgrabhiscarkeys.

Dustindoesn'taskbutfollowshim tothecar.

ThedrivetothelocationofwhereLumkaissaid

tobekeptisnotsolong.Dustinkicksdown

doorsandfumesseeingLumkabruisedonher

face.



Dustin:whatthehell!Whogaveyoutherightto

touchmysisterlikethis?Doyouknowwhoyou

havetouched?

Man:thisB*tchtriedtostealmymoney!She

druggedmeandtookmymoney.Iwantmy

money!

Daniel:howmuchissheowingyou?

Man:50k...

Dustin:youroughedupoursisterforsuchsmall

change?

Hepuncheshim hardonthefaceandgunsare

drawn.Danielisforcedtointerveneandcalm



thesituation.

Daniel:it'sokay,untieherIwillsettlethebill.

Themanclickhistonguespittingofftheblood

onthefloor.

Man:nexttimeyouwon'tbesolucky.

LumkarunstoDaniel'sarmscryingandthey

walktothecar.Beforetheycangetthere,

Dustinpullouthisbeltandstartwhipping

Lumkahard.

Dustin:sfebe!Whatiswrongwithyou?Youare

nowathief?Whatiftheysoldyoutodrug

dealers?



Daniel:Dustin,that'senough!

Dustin:nothischildneedsatoughbeating.

Whatthehell?Whatarewegoingtotellour

mother?

Lumka:(crying)pleasedon'ttellmom.Sheis

goingtobestressedout.

Daniel:youcancometomyplaceforfewdays

butLumka,youandIaregoingtohavea

serioustalk.ThisisnotthelifeIwantforyou.

Orisitalifeyouwantforyourself?

Lumka:noBhutiI'm sorry,Iwasdesperate.I

promiseIwon'tdoitagain.



Dustin:getinthecarbeforeIloseit.

Lumkalimpherwayinsidethecarandthey

driveoff.Dustinisclickinghistongueevery

minute.

Dustin:Ineedtogetmycar,dropmeoffwhere

wewere.

Daniel:okay,Ihopeyouwon'tgobackthereand

causetrouble.Iwillpaythemoney.

Hedoesn'trespondandDanielhopehewon't

doanythingbuthecanneverguaranteethat

becausehisbrotherishotheaded.



SPHE

ShethoughtDustinwastrippingwhenhesaid

hewasaroundherhouse.Shedoesn'teven

rememberwhenlastshesawhim.

Shegladlyacceptedtoseehim toleavethe

dramahappeningaroundthehouse.Everyone

isactingasifit'sataboohavingachildwitha

whiteman.

Walkingdowntohiscar,herheartgetsexcited

abittoseehim.Hegetsoffthecarandgives

herahug,averywarm onethatshedesperately

needed.

Dustin:awmyperson,Idon'tlikeitwhenyou

looklikethis.AlthoughIhavetoadmitthata



doekandskirtsuitsyou.

I'm sorryaboutyourstepfather.IthoughtI

shouldcomeandcheckhowareyoudoing.

SPHE:that'sverysweetofyou.Itsbeenvery

difficultbutIguesstheworseisover.

ImustsayIwasveryshockedreceivingacall

from you.

Dustin:itgottomethatImissyou.YesIwas

madatyoubutIalsorealizedthatIwasn'tfair

onyou.

Sphe:(smiling)areyouapologising?



Sheasksbecauseknowinghim,thatisavery

difficulttasktodo.

Dustin:well,doyouforgiveme?

Helockhisforeheadintohersandkissesher..

Sphe:I'm stillmourning...

Shesayspullingawayfrom thekiss.One

relativefrom Xulu'ssideappear.

Lady:imihlola!Youaresmoochingfaceswhile

youhaveaweekoldwhitebaby?Whatkindof

circusmybrotherlivedinto?

Dustin:whitebaby?Whatbaby?



Lady:oh,youdidn'tknow?Shedidn'ttellyou

thatshehasachildwithawhiteman?

DustinlooksatSpheconfusedandsheplaces

herhandonherface.

Sphe:Dustin,thanksforstoppingby,I'llcallyou.

Andyouguys,whenareyouleaving?The

funeralisover.Gosh!

ShewalksbacktothehouseleavingDustin

confusedashell.

Tobecontinued.
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DUSTIN

DelightedasheisforseeingSphe,hestillfeels

liketheresomuchdramagoingaroundher

familyhouseandheisinnomoodforit.

WhendidSphefellpregnanttohaveababy?I

meanit'sbeenwhat?3andacoupleofweeks

apartwithnocontact.

There'snowaythatshecouldhavefallen

pregnantandgavebirthtoababysoquick.

HedecidestodrivetotheplacewhereLumka



waskeptin.Somethingfeelsoffaboutthis

wholekidnappingthing.

It'sjustthatearlierhewastoomadtomake

senseofitbutnowthatheiscalm,herealizes

thatguydoesn'tlooklikesomeonewhohave

R50klayingaround

Heparkhiscarfewstreetsawayandwalkto

thehouse.Aloudmusicisplayinginside.It's

oneofthoseafricanmusic,jamaicanor

something.

Heuseshisknifetoopenthedoorwithout

makinganysound.Thebloodstainsisstillon

thefloor.

Hetiptoegoingtothebedroom andhiseyes



showshim anexcitingscene,exceptthatthe

environmentisn'tasappealing.

Hesignalstothegirlstogetout.It'sa3some

party.Guyistiedup,blindfolded.

Hemakesurethegirlsareoutofsightand

switchofthemusicafterlockingthedoor.He

runhiscoldknifeonhisexposed4/5.

Man:JesusChrist!Whoareyou?Sandra!

Dustin:shhhh.Sandraisgone.It'smeandyouin

thehouse.Relax,I'm goingtoremovethisso

youcanseeme.Calm downokay?

Hesaysinanamusedtone.Heisenjoying



seeinghim squirm.

Man:ohit'syou,didyoubringmymoney?

HesaysassoonashiseyeslandsontheDustin.

Dustin:whatmoney?DoIlooklikeI'm afoolto

you,huh?I'm goingtochopthisdickoff.Dare

me!

Hesaysplacinghisknifeonit,theman

swallowshard,hisownsweatblindinghissight.

Man:okay,okay,wecantalkaboutthis.What

doyouwant?

Dustin:thetruth.Howdoyouknowmysister?



Man:wemetatyourclubtheotherday.Shetold

mesheneededmoneytogoonatripandthatI

shouldroughherupabittomakeitlook

genuine.

Dustin:oh,andhowmuchwereyoupromised

outofthat?

Man:10k,shepromisedtogivemeR10k

Dustin:(laughing)uyisilimangempela!(Youare

reallydumb)ifyoulookatmysisterproperly,do

youthinkshecantravelusingonlyR40k?

Anywaysthat'snoneofmybusiness.Hereis

somepieceofadvice,stayawayfrom her.You

arenotgoingtogetanydime



Ifanythinghappenstoher,trustme,youare

goingtobethefirstsuspectandIwillhatewhat

I'm goingtodotoyou.

Beagoodboyandstayaway.Oh,beforeIleave,

wheredidyougetthosehuns?Aiforgetit.

Man:hey,pleaseuntieme..

Dustin:(chuckling)me?Youactpornandexpect

metohelpyou?Uyahlanya.

HegetsoutofthehouseandtextsDaniel.

Dustin:don'tyoudaregivethatgirlmoney.She

stagedthewholething.Don'tconfronther



either.

LUMKA

Sheispatchingherarm andfaceusingsome

spirit.Shecan'tbelievethatthisfoolwentthis

hard.Clearlyhewasenjoyingitmxm idiot.

Atleastbytheendoftodayshewillbeableto

paytheR16kneededfortravelingandbooking

astheyarecontributingtowardsit.

Sheneverthoughtshewasgoingtoresortto

suchmeasuresbuthey,desperatetimescalls

fordesperatemeasures.

AknockcomesthroughthedoorandDaniel



walksin.

Daniel:IthoughtIshouldcomecheckyou.How

areyoudoing?

Lumka:I'm okay,justhavingminorflashback

aboutthewholeincident.

Thankyouforbailingmeout,Ipromisefrom

nowonIwilldobetter.

Daniel:(nodding)ofcourse,Iknowyouare

goingto.Tellme,howdidyoustealhismoney?

Wasitcashorthroughtransactions?

Lumka:itwascash,hehaditwithhim busy

flauntingitover.



Daniel:Isee.Whereisit?

Lumka:Iusedhalfofitandboughtsomestuff.

Daniel:okay,wehadadealwiththatman.In

ordertoavoidauthorities,youhavetoreturnit

back.

BringthehalfandIshalladdtheotherandwe

returnittohim.Okay?

Lumka:okay.

Danielclosesthedoorandwalkaway.Lumka

curseholdingherhead.Shit!Whereonearthis

shegoingtogetR25k?



Shepicksupherphoneanddialtheguy.

Lumka:Eric,Ericpickupdamnit!

Thephoneringsanumberoftimesbeforehe

answers.

Eric:hello?

Lumka:Eric,Ineedafavor.

Eric:nomorefavoursforyou.Inearlydied

becauseofyou!

Lumka:whatareyoutalkingabout?Don'ttell



meyouarecomplainingaboutthatlightpunch

yougotfrom Dustin!

Eric:hecamebackandthreatenedmylife!Girl,

stayawayfrom me.

Lumka:wait,Dustinreturned?

Eric:Isaidstayawayfrom me.What'swrong

withthisgirl!

ThecallendsandLumkaisfeelingallflushed.

Lumka:I'm screwed,ifDustinknowsItriedto

scam them,thereisnowayI'm gettingthat

money.Ishouldjustforgetaboutit.



AWeeklater

ZIPHO

Sheisbackatworkanditactuallyfeelsgreatto

beawayfrom thedepressingside.

It'slunchtimewherebysheisstandingatthe

receptionwhereshewasprintingsome

documents.Herbosswalksuptoher.

Him:MissXulu,awordplease.

Zipho:yesMrKhoza?

Him:pleasecallmeBandileplease..



Zipho:Bandile,iseverythingokay?

Bandile:everythingisokay.ImustsayIam

veryimpressedaboutthecommitmentand

energyyouputtoyourwork.

Thiscompanyisdefinitelygoingtokeepyou

permanentlyhere.

Zipho:wow,Ididn'texpectsuchkindswords.

Thankyou.Iwillcontinuetodomoreand

delivermybest.

Bandile:Iam lookingforwardtoit,haveyou

takenyourlunchyet?



Zipho:noIhaven'tbutIwillbehavingonesoon

Bandile:ifyoudon'tmind,youcanjoinmeand

Sue...

ZiphospotsDanielontheentrance.

Zipho:excuseme,Ineedtoattendtosomething.

Shewalksuptohim andhugshim.Toher

surprise,shereceivesaverycoldresponsefrom

Daniel.

Zipho:iseverythingokay?

Daniel:whoisthat?



Zipho:ohyoumeanBandile?He'smyboss

and...

Daniel:youaddressyourbossbyhispersonal

name?

Zipho:Daniel,whyareyouhereagain?

Daniel:IthoughtIshouldbringyousomelunch

sinceyouleftthehouselatethismorningand

couldn'thavesomebreakfast.

Butbythelooksofit,youarecovered.Imean

Bandileherewasinvitingyoutolunchwithhim.

Zipho:Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonwithyoubut



Iwillignoreit.Iam notgoingtodothishere.

Thanksforthelunch.iwillseeyoulater.

Daniel:zipho,sh*tI'm sorry.Babelook.

Zipho:pleasegoDaniel,Iwillseeyoulater.

SheturnandwalkawaybumpingintoBandile

again.

Bandile:I'm sorry.Isthatyourboyfriend?

Zipho:howisthatanyofyourbusiness?

Bandile:nothing,it'sjusthelooksabitolder



thanyou...

Zipho:youaretoomuchonmyfacetodayandI

don'tlikeit.

Bandile:I'm sorry...

Zipho:sayyouaresorryonemoretimeI'm

goingtoemptythislunchonyou!

Bandileraiseshishandandstepasideletting

Ziphoproceedtowhereshewasgoingto.

DANIEL

Thewholeafternoonhekeptonreplayingthe

scenesofwhattranspiredearlier.



HecannotgettheshockZiphohadearlier.He

hateshimselfforallowingjealousytotake

place.

Timehasbeenprovingtomovereallyslowly

butheisexpectingheranyminutebynow.He

cookedhopingthattheyaregoingtotalk.

Hearingthedooropenmakeshisheartbeat

twicethannormal.

Daniel:heybabe,youareback?

Zipho:I'm notstaying.I'm goinghometonight.

Daniel:butbabe...



Zipho:Daniel,justbecausemymotheraccepted

thisbetweenusdoesn'tmeanIshouldplay

houseswithyou.I'm notyourwife,Iwon'tstay

herefulltime.

Daniel:IUnderstand,canwepleasetalkabout

whathappenedearlier?

ZiphoshrugshershouldersandDanielleadher

tothecouch.Hesighsandholdsherhands.

Daniel:firstly,IwouldliketosayI'm sorry.I

reallydidn'tmeanforwhathappenedtotake

place.

Ihadplannedonspendingthelunchhourwith

youtalkingaboutournextbaby'sappointment



andthepreparationforyouraunt'stocome

reportthepregnancytomyfamily.

WhenIsawyouwiththatguy,andhowhewas

lookingatyouandthewayyouweresmilingat

him,IguessIhadflashbacksofeverything.

IgotremindedofhowItookthingslightly

previouslyofwhichledmewhereIam right

now,notthatIhaveanyregretsaboutit.

Zipho:butDaniel,Iworkwith75%malestuff.

Whatam Isupposedtodo?Quit?Nottalkto

them?

Daniel:no,notatall.ZiphoIam goingtobe

honestwithyou.EverydayIlookatyou,how

young,smartandbeautifulyouare.



Trustme,othermenarealsoseeingthose

qualitiesfrom you.ZiphoI'm worriedthatone

dayyouaregoingtogetboredbythisandwant

somethingdifferent.

Friendsaregoingtoinfluenceyouabouthow

datinganoldmaniscrampingyourstyleandall

that.Theywilltellyouorevenhookyouupwith

others.

Maybewithsomeoneyourage.Youaregoing

torealisethatthisisnotwhatyouwantand

honestlyIdon'tthinkIcansurvivelosingyouor

mydaughter.

Thisisitforme,whereIwanttobefortherest

ofmylife.IhavefalleninlovewithyouZipho.



Zipholiftshisfaceup,placesbothherhandson

hisfaceandplantsababykissonhislips.

Zipho:Iappreciateyouopeningupaboutyour

fearsandinsecurities.It'snormalIunderstand.

ButDanielyoushouldn'tbeworriedabout

losingme.Theonlytimeyouaregoingtolose

meit'swhenandifyouabuseme,Idon'ttalk

aboutphysicalabusebutanyform ofabuse.

Iam notyourexwifeandIunderstandmaybe

it'stoosoonandIwillrecommendyoudealwith

itbeforeitsaffectus.

Iam happy,thisiswhatIwant,stability.Iwant

family,cominghometomyhusbandandkids



someday.Doingfamilytripstogetherandall.

Trustme,youarenevergoingtoboreme.And

yes,menwilltrytheirluckwithmebutmyheart

choseyou.Iloveyoutoo.

Helayhisheadonherbreasts,shebrushhis

headkissingit.

Daniel:please,stayanight?

Zipho:noIcan't.It'sduringtheweekandI'm

working.IpromiseI'llbewithyouduringthis

longweekendthough.

Daniel:okay,letmefeedyoutwothendriveyou

home.Speakingaboutdriving,doyouknow



howtodrive?

Zipho:McebodidteachmebutIthinkIhave

forgottensomethingshey.

Daniel:it'sokay.Iwillgetyoutodrivingschool.

OurSiphoisgrowing,Iam notcomfortablewith

youtakingtaxisandall

Zipho:suchaspoiledbaby,Iwishtobeher

shame.

Daniel:areyoujealous?

Zipho:maybe..abit.

Daniel:(smiling)there'snoneed.I'm yours



beforeI'm hers.

Zipho:youareonlysayingthatnow.The

momentshearrivesyouwillchangeonme.It

willbetwoNyathi'sagainstme.

Daniel:(laughing)Ihaveneverheardofamother

jealousofherownchild.Stopbeingsillyand

comeeat...

NTOMBI

Sheisrelievedthatherinlawshaveleft.They

willcomebacktodothecleansingceremony

after3months.sheisnotgoingtomournfora

yearwearingblackclothes,it'swon'thappen.3

monthseisenough.



Shecallstheirfamilylawyertofindoutabout

thereadingofthewill.

Lawyer:MrsXulu,thanksforcontactingme.I

hadsentyouanemailaboutthat.Ihaveinvited

allthepartiesinvolvedtothereadingofthewill

tomorrowatouroffices.

Ntombi:whatdoyoumeanbyparties?Which

otherpartiesexceptmeandmykids?

Lawyer:yourhusbandupdatedhiswillaweek

beforehispassingandaddedhisfirstwifeand

kidsasbeneficiariesaswell.

Ntombi:what???

Tobecontinued.
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SINDI

Shehavebeenupfrom theearlyhoursofthe

morningtobake.

Ziphowalksinfullydressedandreadyforwork.

Shetakesthreefatcakesandeatthem while

drinkingtea.

Sindi:youareeatingalotandthisbabyisgoing

tobebig.Youwillstrugglegoingbacktoyour



bodyonce"eatingfortwo"isout.

Zipho:youareactuallyrightmama.Mybiggest

fearisbeingistufuza.

SindilaughsandZiphoopensherhandbagand

givesheranenvelope.

SINDI:what'sthis?

Zipho:openit.

Shesayssippingonherteasmiling.Yanga

walksinatthatmomentyawningandstretching

herarms

Yanga:morningfam,mom thissmellwokeme



upfrom mysleeptoday.

Zipho:herdaysofsellingareslowlycomingto

anend.Shedeservestorestnowandallowme

takecareofher.

Sindiwavestheenvelopearound...

Sindi:IknowI'm noteducatedbut,theseare

ticketstoCapeTownright?

Zipho:(smiling)yesmotherandyouareleaving

thisafternoon.

Sindi:Zipho!Iwillbeflying?

Zipho:yes...Don'tworryyouwillhavesomeone



fetchingyoufrom theairportandtakeyouthe

hotelIbookedyouinto.Eatanythingyouwant,

goforshopping,getpedi,manicureandsome

massage.It'sallcovered.

Yanga:sbwl..ohkonjepaydayvibes!CanIalso

getsomemoneyfrom yourfirstpaycheck

mntase?

Zipho:rest,we'llhaveasister'soutingsoon.

Sindi:(emotional)Idon'tknowwhattosaymy

baby.I'veneverbeeninanairplaneeversinceI

wasborn.LetalonegoingtoCapeTown.

Won'tIbelost?CanIgowithYanga?



Zipho:nomama.Allyourlifeyouhavebeen

aroundus,takingcareofus.Nowit'syourturn

toactuallygooutalone,relaxandhavefun.

Whoknows,maybeyouaregoingtofind

yourselfarich,widowedwhitemanthatside.

Theylaughatthat.Shequicklyremembers

aboutthephonecallfrom thelawyers.

Sindi:Ireceivedacallfrom yourfather'slawyer.

Hewantsusinhisofficesthisafternoon.

Zipho:IreceivedthatemailtooandIwon'tbe

around.Iam workinguntillatetoday.

Thereadingofthewillcanbepostponedmom



untilyouarebackfrom yourholiday..Icantell

thelawyersthatifyoupermitmeto.

Sindi:yesplease..Idon'tevenknowwhatwe

areneededthereforsopostponeitmychild.

HowlongwillIbegonefor?

Zipho:3days.Itransferredsomemoneytoyour

account,itshouldreflectby11.

Sindi:ohmychild.Iam soproudandblessed.

Thankyousomuch.

Remember,yourauntsarecomingthisFriday

andSaturdaywearegoingtoreportthe

pregnancy.



Zipho:Iam suretheyaregoingtodemanda

ridiculousamountthemomenttheyknowhow

financialstableDanielis.

Yanga:whyareyoudecoratingtheword?Daniel

isn'tfinancialstable,heisrich.AndI'm surehe

wouldn'tmindtopayanyamounttheycharge.

Zipho:IhavetogobeforeIgetlateforwork.

Yanga,don'tcooktonight.

Yanga:wehavebeenprayingforsuchdays.

Thankssis,Ishallbeready.

ZiphohugshermotherandinstructsYangato

accompanyhertotheairportandmakesure

shedoesn'tmissherflight.



DANIEL

Arrivingathismother'shousehebumpsinto

Zamanidrivingout.

Zamani:babomkhulu,I'm sorryIam rushingto

mylecturesIam solate.

Daniel:it'sokayboy,gogetthatdegree.

Heproceedsinsidethehouseandknock.He

findsLumkawashingdishes.

Daniel:sanibonakwaNyathi(goodmorning).

Lumka:bhuti,goodmorning.



Sheisstillembarrassedaboutthestuntshe

pulledandDanielchosetokeepquiet.

Daniel:whereismymother?

Lumka:inherroom,wearegoingtothemallof

africa.

Daniel:alrightletmeseeher.

Heknockonceonherbedroom andshetells

him tocomein.

Dimakatso:ohmybaby,it'syou!Longtime.



Daniel:goodmorningmother.It'sbeenaminute.

Whereareyouheadedtolookingthisgood?

Dimakatso:Iam justtakingmyselfonasolo

date,whoknowsmaybeIcanfindyoukidsa

newfather

Daniel:anewwhat?

Dimakatsocracksuploudhittinghisarm athis

reaction.

Dimakatso:youshouldseeyourface.Nomarn,

Ijustwanttotakeyoursisterout.IfeellikeI

haven'tgivenhermyfullyattentionlikeIdid

withyouandDustin.



Daniel:that'sactuallyagoodthing,havethat

motheranddaughterconversation,maybeshe

isgoingtoopenuptoyouastowhatisitthat

shewantstodo.

Pleasemother,Sheisnotgettinganyyounger.

Shewillsoonbe30in2yearsbutthere's

nothingtoshowforit.Wearedoingourbestto

coverherbacksothatitwon'tshowbutatthe

endoftheday,weallhaveourown

responsibilitytohandle.

Wecannotalwaysbabyherwhileshedoesn't

wanttogrowup.

Dimakatso:Ihearyouson,itactuallyworries

methatifIweretodietoday,what'sgoingto

happentoherbecauseshedoesn'twanttobe

responsibleandactlikeanadult.



Daniel:anyways,Ihavenewstotellyou.

Dimakatso:I'm listening...

Daniel:youaregoingtobeagrandmotheragain.

Dimakatso':haiwena!Whatareyoutellingme?

Daniel:thegirl'sfamilyisgoingtocomeover

thisweekendtoreportthepregnancy.

Dimakatso:thisisgreatnewsever.I'm so

happyforyou.Whereisthegirlfrom?

Daniel:sheisfrom Alex,sheisamazing,youare



goingtolikeher.

Dimakatso:mhmm from thetownship?I'm not

sure,girlsfrom thatsideareghetto.

Daniel:comeonmama.Ziphoisanamazing

woman,verysmartandbeautiful.

Dimakatso:Ijustlovethatshemakesyou

happy.Youdon'thavetotellme,Iseeitallover

yourface.

I'm gladtohearthatyoudidn'tgiveupafteryour

divorcealthoughIlovedyourwife.ButIam

goingtolikethisoneaswell,aslongasshe

treatsyourightandmakesyouhappy.



Daniel:thankyoumother.Here'smycardfor

yourouting,please,don'tabuseit.I'llfetchit

later.

Dimakatso:(smiling)siyabongaNyathi.

Heleaveshermother'sbedroom andpassesby

Lumka's.Sheisgettingreadyaswell.

Daniel:youarelookinggood.

Hesaysstandingbythedoor.

Lumka:thankyou,althoughit'sjustanoldand

simpleoutfit.

Daniel:I'm afraidyouaregoingtoturnmy



daughterintoaminislayqueen...

Lumka:daughter?Wait,arewehavingababy?

Daniel:(smiling)yes..Ziphoispregnant.

Lumka:ohmyGod!Nowitmakessensewhy

shewantedtobitemyheadoffthatday.

Daniel:shewantedtobiteyourheadoff

becauseyouwererudetohernotbecauseof

herhormones.

Lumka:youareright.It'sjustthatIdidn'texpect

toseeyouwithagirlyounglikeher.Ifreaked

outhonestly.



AndthefactthatIwassousedtoMcebo's

mother,shebecamepartofthisfamilywhenI

wasveryyoung.Ifelttheneedtodefendher

thatdaybutinallhonesty,whoyoumoveon

withisnoneofmybusiness.

Daniel:it'sokay,IunderstandandI'm gladyou

acknowledgethatIdeservetobewithwhoever

thatmakesmehappy.

LindiweandIhadourchance,itisallovernow.I

don'tsayy'allshouldloveZipho,butgivehera

fairchancebeforeyoujudgeher.Shedidn't

snatchmefrom Lindiwe,No.

Lumka:maybeIshouldinviteherforlunch

somedaysowecanstartover.Imeanshe's

carryingthesecondNyathiprincessafterall.



Daniel:I'm sureshewouldlovethat.Thanksfor

givingherachance.I'llforwardyouher

numbersthen.Ishouldgototheclub.

Lumka:Bhuti,beforeyougo,Iwaswonderingif

theofferofbeingpartofthefamilybusinessis

stillon?Iam readytodoanything,evenifit

meansbeingbythetillsormopfloors.

Danielsmilesabitandnods.

Daniel:IwilltalktoDustinandletyouknow.

Lumka:okay,thankyouandI'm sorryfor

everything.IwastedyourmoneyandIwouldbe

farinlifeifIlistenedtoyouradvices



Daniel:whatimportantisthatyouarewillingto

dobetterandIhopeforyoursake,youare

goingtosticktoit.

Lumka:Iwill,Ipromise.

ZIPHO

Herdayisprovingtobeaverybusyone.One

thingthatismakinghersmileisthepictures

Yangasentheroftheirmotherattheairport.

Shelooksamazingwithouttheheavyoutfits

shewearswhengoingtosellandthedoek.

Sheisproudofmakinghermotherthishappy.



Shepraysthatshegetsapermanentjobwitha

highersalarysothatshecanbeabletodofor

herallthethingsshehasinmind.

Sheknowsthatherandthebabyarecovered,

hermoneyisgoingtospoilhermotherand

sister.Thenextstepistomovethem from Alex

toanicetwobedroom flatintown.

Astrongcologneapproacheshertableforcing

hertoliftherheadup.ShefindsBandileholding

achocolatetowardsher.

Bandile:peaceoffering?

Ziphoacceptsitandputitonthesideofher

computer.



Zipho:thankyou.

Bandile:canIsitdown?

Zipho:sure.

Shealreadyhateswhat'sgoingtocomeoutof

hismouthbutchoosestobecalm.

Bandile:aboutyesterday,I'm sorryifIcame

acrossasjudgementaloranything.Itwasmy

firsttimeactuallytalkingtoyoubutIfeellikeI

ruinedit.

Zipho:it'sokay,I'm alsosorryforhowIsnapped

backatyou.Imeanifforanything,youaremy

bossIshouldhavereactedbetter.



Bandile:it'sunderstandable,Imeanyouare

pregnantandIheardthatpregnancydoesthat

topeople.

Zipho:no,Idon'twanttobethepersonwho

hidesbehindhormonesandstuff.Ijustdon't

likepeopleallupinmybusiness,honestly.

Bandile:o-kay..IguessIshouldkeepwhatIam

thinkingofyouandthatguytomyself.

Zipho:youreallyshould.

Bandile:alright.Nowthatisclearedup,letme

leaveyoutowork.



Zipho:thankyouMrKhoza...

Bandile:Bandile...

Ziphofakesasmileandheleaveshertable.

Sherollshereyestemptedtothrowthe

chocolateonthebinbutfeelslikeit'sgoingto

berude.

Shethrowsitinsideherbagandreturnbackto

herwork.Herringingphonedisturbsher.

Zipho:hello?

Lumka:Zipho,hi.It'sLumkahere,Daniel'ssister.

Surprisesurprise.Wow!



Zipho:Lumka,hi.Howareyou?

Lumka:I'm goodthanksIhopeyouaregood

too.

Zipho:I'm good.

Lumka:IknowthissoundsweirdbutIwould

liketoinviteyoutolunchsometimewhenyou

arenotbusy.

Iunderstandthatourfirstmeetingwasn'tso

great,IjudgedyoubeforeIcouldactuallyknow

you.Iwouldliketocorrectthatandgiveusa

chanceofstartingonacleanslate.



Zipho:wow,Ididn'texpectthat.

Lumka:Iwillunderstandifyouareskepticaland

doesn'twantto...

Zipho:actually,Iwouldlikethat.Iwillletyou

knowwhenI'm free.

Lumka:awesome.Haveagreatdaythenmama

kaSiphowokuhle...

Zipho:(smiling)Danielmara.Haveagreatone

toosis.

Thecallendsandshesmilesalone.Okaythat

wasunexpectedbutitkindofbrightenedupher

day.Sheputsherphoneaside.



Zipho:letmefinishoffthisworksoIcango

homeandcatchupwithmysister...

Tobecontinued
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SPHE

SheisbusysmilingaloneviewingYanga's

WhatsAppstatuses.Sheispostingpicturesof

hermotherboardingaflighttoCapeTown

Sphe:thisiscute...



Shesaystoherselfforgettingthecompany

aroundher.

Ntombi:whatiscute?

Sphe:ohnothing.Ishouldbegoingsincethe

readingofthewillhavebeenpostponed.

Ntombi:Idon'tunderstandthenerveofthis

woman.Howdoesshepostponesuchan

importantmeeting?

Nowwehavetowaitfull3daysforhertoget

backfrom wherever.

Sphe:mom,peoplehavelivesokay.Theycan't



justputitonholdandruntoattendyou.Atthe

endoftheday,thewillbeareading.

Ntombi:IwishIhadpowerstowakeMelusiup

sohecanexplainthiskindofbetrayaltome.

Sphe:whatdoyoumeanbetrayal?Mom those

arehiskids,familytoo!Yousnatchedtheguy

from herremember?

Ntombi:Ididn'tsnatchanyone,hewasn'thappy

andleft.

Sphe:whateveryourdefenseisbutattheend

oftheday,theydeservetogetsomethingas

wellifnoteverything.



Ntombi:youseewhyIdidn'twantyouto

associateyourselfwiththosepeople?Nowthey

havebrainwashedyoutoturnagainstme,your

ownmother.Whatadisgrace!

Sphe:Iam leaving,Iwillcomebackwhenthe

lawyercallsagain.Ican'tstandthis.

Shegetsintohercaranddrivesawayand

receivesacallfrom Zipho.

Sphe:heysis.

Zipho:hey,whatareyoudoingtonight?

Sphe:urhm nonemuch...what'sup?



Zipho:Iwantedtoinviteyoutoamovienight

withwine,snacksandpizza.Asmallchillas.

Sphe:IwouldlovethatplusIlastsawyougirls

onthefuneral.Thanksfortheinvite,letmepass

bytheshopsandbuyyouajuice.

Zipho:(laughing)haiboSphe!Oneglassofwine

won'thurt,infact,itisrecommended.

Sphe:nothappeningsis.Iwillseeyoulaterthen.

Zipho:okay,lookingforwardtoit.

ThecallendsandSpheturnhercartothe

shoppingcenternearby.



DUSTIN

HeisbusycountingmoneywhileZamaniis

eatingandlookingathishandsadmiringthe

moneyheiscounting.

Zamani:dad...

Dustin:yes?

Dustin:sinceIhaveofficialturned21,canInow

havemyownplace?

Dustinstopcountingmoneyandlookathim.

Dustin:why?



Zamani:welldadIfeellikeIam grownnow.I

needmyownspace.

Dustin:whoisgoingtopayforthatspace?

Zamanilooksdowntakingabitefrom hismeat.

Dustin:exactly.Untilyouareabletopayforyour

ownplace,youaregoingtoremainhome.Your

Universityfeesareveryexpensiveandyou

betternotfail.

Thenthere'syourallowance,cellphonecontract,

yournew21stgiftcarinstalments.

Zamani:butdadyouarestingyshame.Allthose



thingsyouarementioningdoesn'tevenshake

yourbankbalance.

Dustin:that'snotapoint.Thepointisworking

foreverycentyouspend.Finishyourstudies

maybe,justmaybewe'llhavethatconversation

again.

Zamani:ahmarababa!YousaidwhenIturn21!

Dustin:well,Ihavechangedmymind.ZamaniI

wantthebestforyouson.Youneedtobeable

tostandonyourfeetanddoyourownthing.

Don'twastetimejustbecauseyoureyesare

focusedonthefamilylegacy.There'ssomany

ofusandeachdeserveapiece.



ApiecethatIdoubtwillbeenoughforyouifyou

don'thaveyourownthings.Standoutanddo

yourownthing.

Lookatyourbrother,heisallthewayinUK

buildinghisownlegacyfrom scratch.Thatis

whatIwantforyouson.

IsometimescomplainthatthisITofyoursis

expensivebutthenconsolemyselfby

rememberingthatit'sgoingtobeyourgoldif

onlyyouinvestinit.

Zamani:Ihearyoudad,Iwilldowell,Ipromise

tomakeyouandmylatemom proud.

Dustin:that'sthespirit.



Zamani:whenareyougettingmarriedvele?

Dustin:IhavenevermetagirlIlovedlikeyour

mother.NotthatI'm lookingforareplacement

but,ifsheweretomiraculouslywakeup,Iwill

marryherinstantly.

Zamani:youlovedherthatmuchhuh?

Dustin:youhavenoidea.

Danieljoinsthem andtheyexchangegreetings.

Daniel:Imadeahugemistakebygivingmy

mothermycard.ThenotificationsIam

receiving.



DustinandZamanilaughsathim.

Dustin:youaretoogenerous,that'syour

problem.

Daniel:anyway,ItoldourmotheraboutZipho's

familycomingovertoreportthepregnancy....

Zamani:wait...Ziphoreportingpregnancy?For

who?

ThebrotherslookateachotherandZamani

laughs.

Zamani:damn!Okaythat'ssomeweirdasssh*t

butit'salright.



Dustin:whatdidshesay?

Daniel:shesoundedexcited.Youknowshe

loveschildrenandtheideaofhavinganother

grandchildisexciting.

Dustin:that'samazing,butIcan'tbelievewe'll

bebacktosquareoneofbuyingpampersand

milk.

Daniel:Iactuallycan'twaitforallofit.BeforeI

forget,Lumkawantstocomeandworkwithus.

Dustin:heee...what?Why?

Daniel:Ihavenoidea.Iguesssherealizedshe

hasnooptionotherthanthat.SoIsaidIwas



goingtotalktoyouandseewhereweplaceher.

Dustin:atthegarage,shemustbeapetrol

attendedthere.

Zamani:Dad,isn'tthatabitextreme?Ican

imagineauntywiththeuniform andherlong

nails.

Dustin:it'stheonlywayIcantrusther.She

needstoworkherwayup.Iwon'tputher

anywherenearmoneybecausesheisa

gangsterthatone.

Daniel:(laughing)ufuzewena.(SheIslikeyou)

Zamani:Inoticedthattoo,thatiswhytheydon't



getalongwenaBabomkhulu...

Dustin:mxm,exceptforthesamebloodthat

flowsthroughourveins,there'snothing

commonIhavewiththatchild.

Theylaughathim evenmore...

BANDILE

Heisaloneathisoffice,mostofthestaffhave

knockedoff,includingZipho.

Hedidn'tbelievehiseyeswhenSbahle,(Sphe's

friend)toldhim aboutherthatsheneededajob

andeverything.



SeeingherCV,hewasimpressedanddidn't

hesitateinapprovingheremployment.

It'swhentimewentbyhegottoknowwho

exactlysheis.SeeingDanieltheotherday

confirmeditall.

Hepicksuphisphoneandscrolldownthrough

contactsanddialacertainnumberandwaitas

itringsontheotherside.

Bandile:yes,Iwantedtotellyouthatitisdone.

Youwereright,sheisexactlyasyoutoldme

abouther.

Allthetearsandsufferingyouenduredare

goingtobewipedup.There'snoprincessthat

isgoingtobebornhere.



Andthegoodthing,nothingwillleadbacktous

oryou.Imeannoonewillknowwearerelated

oranythinglikethatsinceI'm usingmy

mother'ssurnameinsteadofmyDad's.

Okay,Iwilldefinitelypopbysometimeand

checkuponyou.Keepwell.

Heendsthecallandrotateonhischair

planninghisnextmove.

ZIPHO

Sphehasarrived,Withlotsofjunkmorethanthe

onewealreadyhave.



Thesetupisreallyniceintheirbedroom as

theyarenowonpyjamasandseatedonthe

floor.

Yangaopensherbagtogethermemorystick

thathasdopemusicwhenshecomesback

withthechocolate.

Yanga:myfave..pleasecanIhavesomepiece?

Zipho:yoohIforgottothrowawaythatthing.

Pleasethrowitonthebin.There'ssomuch

chocolatehere.

Yanga:whywouldyouthrowawaysuchan

expensivechocolateandmyfavoritethough?



Zipho:Yanga,I'm sureyouwon'tdieifyoueat

theoneswehavehere.

Sphe:what'sthestorywiththechocolatekanti?

Zipho:Igotitfrom myboss,Ithinkhewants

meorsomething.Imaybewrongbuthe's

givingmeweirdvibes.

Sphe:Bandile?That'sunlikehim.

Zipho:likeIsaid,Icouldbewrong.Yanga,put

theUSBonandforgetaboutthischocolate.

Yangagoestothediningroom wherethesound

system isattoinserttheUSB.Onthewayto

thedustbin,shelookbackandopensthe



chocolate.

Shequicklychewonthetwopiecesandthrow

therestaway.Shewipeshermouthandgoes

backtothebedroom.

Zipho:whattookyousolong?

Yanga:IhadtounplugtheTV.

Sphe:(pouringthewineontheglasses)tothe

nightweareallgoingtoremember!

Yanga&ZIPHO:yeahyeah!

Theytakesipsandopenthepizzaboxes..



Sphe:that'syourfirstandlastglassofwine

wenaZipho.

Zipho:(rollinghereyes)yesmom...

Sphe:speakingaboutyourmom,girlI'm proud

ofwhatyouhavedoneforher.Youjust

unlockedblessingsuponblessingswithwhat

youdid.Welldonesis.

Theyhighfiveeachotherandstartdiggingthe

pizza...

Tobecontinued
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ZIPHO

Todayshe'sreallynotinthemoodforworkbut

thenshehasto.Beingabsentmightmean

Bandilebeingonherbackandsheisnomood

forsuch.

There'ssomethingabouthim thatmakesher

spiritheavy.Onethingshehaslearnedoverthe

yearsisthatEnergyneverliesandthatyou

shouldneverignoreyoursixthsense.

Yangawalksinjustwhensheispackingher



lunchbox.Buyingtakeawayseverydayisn't

healthyandalsowastemoney.

Sheisholdingontoherstomachsittingonthe

chairlookingdrained.

Zipho:whatiswrongwithyou?Youlook

constipated.

Yanga:Iam notfeelingtoogood,myheadis

painful,heartbeatingsofastandmystomach

hurts.

Zipho:y'alldranklikefisheslastnight.Which

remindsme,IneedtocallSpheandfindoutif

shearrivedsafelyatherplace.



Aftergettingdrunk,shestartedsayingshe

wantedhermanandinsistedonleaving.

Yanga:don'tyouhaveanypainkillers?IswearI

am dying.

Zipho:checkthem onmydrawer.Ihopeyouwill

learnthatalcoholisolderthanyouandyou

don'tgettodrinklikeafish.

Pleasemakesureyougetridofallthebottles,

mom can'treturntomorrowtoaherhouselike

this.

Yanga:okayIwillcleanwhenIwakeup.

Zipho:getbetter,doyouhaveanyclassestoday?



Yanga:noIdon't..thankGod.

Zipho:that'sbetterthen.I'llcallyouduring

lunchtimetocheckonhowyouaredoing.

Yanga:okay,I'm sureit'shangovermixedwith

Inyongo,nothingserious.

Zipho:Ihopeso.Letmego.

Sheleavesthehouseandluckilyataxipullsup

immediatelywhenshestepsoutofherhouse.

BANDILE



Todayheisinaveryjollymood,whistlingand

gettingreadytokickstarttheday.

HekeepsoncheckinghiswatchtoseeifZipho

hasarrived.Herbeinglatedoesn'tmakehim

madbutexcitedinstead.

Itmeansthatsheisnotfeelingwellorwhatever

thereasonmaybe.

Tohisdisappointed,sheappearslookingall

healthierthanever.Hedoesn'tknowmuch

aboutwomen'sbodiesandpregnancybutthe

waysheisglowing,hecanconfirm thatsheis

carryingagirl.

Hegoestoherrehearsinghisgreetings

knowingverywellthatsheisatickingbomb.



Bandile:MissXulu,goodmorning.

Zipho:goodmorningMrKhoza,I'm sorryIam a

bitlate.Taxisandtraffic..

Bandile:it'sokayIknowsuchhappens.Just

concernsmewhyyourbabydaddyhaven't

boughtyouacaryet...

Ziphogiveshim areprimandinglookemptying

herbags.Heclearshisthroattobringherback

totheconversation.

Bandile:I'm sorry,Idon'tknowwhat'swrong

withme.EverytimeIseeyouIjustgetnervous

andendupspeakingoutofturn.



Ihopeyouenjoyedyourchocolate?Iboughtit

withlove.

Zipho:Idid,itwasdeliciousthankyou.

Bandile:I'm gladyouenjoyedit.Urhm,areyou

okay?

Zipho:I'm fine,thankyou.CanIgetstartedwith

mywork?

Bandile:ohyeah,sure.

Heleaveshergoingtohisofficeconfusedand

callthepersonwholacedthechocolateswith

poison.



Bandile:heyman,howlongdoesthispoison

goingtokickstart?

"It'sdependsonthetimeshetookit,butgiveit

8hoursormore,thejobshallbedone"

Bandile:okay,Iguessthatwilldo.Inawayit

won'tleadbacktomeimmediatelywhenit

kicksstartslate.

"Don'tworry,bythetimesherealizesthere's

somethingwrong,itwillbetoolateforhertodo

anything"

Bandile:(smiling)myman.Thanksagain.



Heendsthecallandrestsonhischairplaying

withhisfingers.

YANGA

Sheisfeelingweakerbyeveryminute.Shehas

beenthrowingupandhavingastomachrunfor

thepasthour.Sheendedupsittingonthefloor

nexttothetoiletseater.

Sheknowssomethingiswrong,sheisusedto

drinkingsoheavybutithasnevercametothis.

Sphecalledtoaskheraboutthehangoverand

shedidn'tlikehowshesounded.

Sphe:Yanga,IcameassoonasIcould.Ohmy



Godyoudon'tlookokay.LetmecallZipho.

Yanga:pleasedon't.Idon'twanttostressher.

Sphe:Yanga,itcouldbeserious.Getupletme

takeyoutothedoctor.

Yanga:IwillbefineSphe...

Yanga:noYanga,lookyouaresweating!Come

on,leanonmeI'lldriveyoutothedoctor

immediately.

ShehelpsYangaupandtheywalkslowly

towardshercaranddrivesaway...

Yanga:(fanningherselfholdingher



stomach)canyoupleaseopenthewindows?It's

sohotinhere.

Siphe:Ihaveopenedanairconditioner...

Yanga:mystomachisburningSphe..

Sphe:holdonwe'llbetherejustnowokay?

ShenodsclosinghereyesandSphehitsthe

acceleratoronhercarspeedingoff...

SINDI

Shewalkinsideherhotelroom wearingawhite

gown.Sheisfrom amassage,pedi,facial

treatment



Shefeelsandlookfresh.Staringinfrontofthe

mirror,sheisIndisbeliefofthepersonsheis

seeing.

Sheputsdownthechampagneglassandkneel

beforeherbed.Thepastweekhasbeenvery

difficulttoapointthatshedidn'tknowhowto

pray.

Buttoday,lookingatwhatherdaughterhas

doneforher,shefeelstheneedtothankGod

forthegraceofbeingabletoraiseherchildren

tillthisfar.

SINDI:(praying)Lord,youareamercifulGod.

Youdon'tdestroyorabandonthecovenantyou

madetoyourchildren



PraisetoyourGodandfatherofourLordJesus

Christ!Inyourgreatmercyyouhavegivenus

newbirthintoalivinghopethroughthe

resurrectionofJesusChristfrom thedead,and

intoaninheritancethatcanneverperish,spoil

orfade-keptinheavenforus,whosefaithis

shieldedbyyourpoweruntilthecomingofthe

salvation.

FatherGod,Ipraythatmychildrenbecome

christfollowers.Ipraythattheywillturntoyou.

Ilovemychildrendearly.Pleaseguideand

protectthem

Maymywordsandthoughtsbeacceptableto

you.Thankyouforyourcontinuousmercy,love,

forgivenessevenattimeswhereIfeellikeIdo

notdeserveit.



Themountainsandhillsmaycrumblebutyour

loveformewillneverend.

Noweaponformedagainstmeandmychildren

willbeabletohurtme,youpromisedmeto

haveananswerforallwhoaccusesme,

promisedtodefendmeandgivemeVictory.

Thankyouforremindingmethatinyour

presenceIam protected.

Amen.

Shegetsupfrom herkneesfeelingabitlighter.

Shesmilestakinghernewphoneshebought

earlierandstartssendsthepicturestoboth

YangaAndZipho.



ZIPHO

Sheissmilingallbyherselfwhenlookingather

mother'spicturesshejustsenther.

Mogirlislivingitupthereandshelovesthatfor

her.Knockingoffgoinghome,sheseesDaniel's

carparkedoutsideandgetsexcited

immediately.

SherushestothecarfeelingBandile'seyeson

herback.Hehasbehavingveryweirdtoday.

Shelostthenumberoftimeshepatrolled

aroundher.

Gettingintothecar,sheisdisappointedtosee

thatit'snotDanieldrivingbutLumka.



Lumka:surprisesurprise.IthoughtIshould

hijackDaniel'splantocomefetchyouinto

actuallyseeingyou.

IknowyousaidyouweregoingtocallbutI

guessIam impatient.AndanotherthingisIwill

bestartingatworksoonsoyeah.

Anyway,howareyouandmylittlegirldoing?

Zipho:wearegood,howareyou?

Lumka:I'm goodandhungry.Yourmanpulled

mebymyearsthatIshouldmakesureIfeed

youguysbeforedrivingyouoff.



Zipho:(smiling)yourbrotherissweet.Although

ImustadmitIwasreallygettingexcited

thinkingIam seeinghim.

Lumka:shamemarn,I'm sorry.Let'sgetyou

someicecream tocheeryouup.Youlookdown

what'sup?

Zipho:Idon'tknow,Ifeellikesomethingis

wrongsomewhere.Andthentherewasmy

bossactingallweirdtoday..

Lumka:pleasedon'ttellmethatthebossis

hittingonyoubecausemybrotherwillserious

loseit.

Zipho:argh,evenifhewas,I'm notso

interestedinhim.ImeanmyheartiswithDaniel



soyeah.

Lumka:that'sgood,heshouldstayclearoffyou.

Zipho:it'ssonicetoseethissideofyou,Ididn't

thinkitexisted.

Lumka:Iknow,Iknow.I'm sorrytoattackyou

thatday.Butnawe,didyoureallyhadto

threatenmewithaslap?DoyouknowthatI'm 5

yearsolderthanyou?

Theybothlaughrememberingthatday

Zipho:youweretoomuchonyourfeelsthatday

andithappenedthatIwasalsogoingthrough

themost.



Lumka:Iunderstand,wellIloveMacdonaldice

cream Idon'tknowifyouhaveanypreference?

Zipho:aslongasit'sanicecream I'm fine.

Theypullupbythedrivethrough.Thelineofthe

carsinfrontthem issolong.Ziphobegins

chattingtoDanielastheircarmovestothe

window.

Bandile'scardrivesbypassingtheothercars

anddisappearstothemainroad.

Lumka:what'sup?

Zipho:Iam startingtofeellikemybossis



stalkingme.Oram Icrazy?

Lumka:Idoubt.Whathappened?

Zipho:hejustdrovepastushere,nowina

speedasifhewasavoidingmeseeinghim.

Whatarethechancesofhim beinghere?It's

notevenhisknockofftime!

Lumka:womenareneverwrong.Ifyoufeellike

there'ssomethingoff,there'sdefinitely

somethingoff.Doyouhaveapictureofthisguy

soIcanshowDustin?

Zipho:noneedforthat.Itcouldreallybe

nothing.



Lumka:oritcouldbereallysomething.Show

methepictureplease.

ZiphoscrollspasthercontactonWhatsApp

andzoom inhisprofilepicturehandingthe

phonetoLumka.

Lumka:Bandile?Thisguyisyourboss?

Zipho:howdoyouknowhim?

Lumka:he'sLindiwe'snepheworcousinbut

somethingalongthoselines.

Zipho:huh?Areyousure?

Lumka:Iknowthisguy,Iswear.AtsomepointI



hadaseriouscrushonhim,hespentmostof

histimeoverseas.LasttimeIheardfrom

Lindiwe,hehadgottenbackfrom overseasand

boughtacompany,Isupposetheoneyouare

workingfor

Ziphoistryingtoconnectthedotshereandher

heartisbeatingsodamnfast.Danielsawhim

theotherdaywhenhegotjealous.Howcome

hedidn'tknowhim?

Zipho:wait,doesyourbrotherknowshim?

Lumka:Idon'tthinkso,likeIsaid,helivedin

overseasandhardlyvisitedthisside.

HerphoneringandLumkahandsitbacktoher.

ItsSphe.



Zipho:Sphe?

Sphe:Zipho,Yangahavebeenadmittedtothe

hospital.

Zipho:what?Why?When?

Sphe:shefellsickearlierandItookhertothe

doctor.

Zipho':andyouareonlytellingmethisnow

Sphe?Didtheytellyouwhat'swrong?

Sphe:thereasonI'm callingbecausethereport

onlycamebacknow.Theysayit'sfood

poisoning.



Zipho':ohmyGod,pleasetellmemysisteris

okay?

Sphe:pleasecalm down,thisisthereasonwhy

wedidn'twanttotellyou.YangaIsinsafe

hands,Ipromise.

Zipho:pleasesendmethenameofthehospital,

I'llcomethere.

Sphe:okayI'lldonow.Pleasedon'tpanic,it's

notthatbad.

ThecallendsandtearsfalldownZipho'sface.

Lumka:what'swrong?



Zipho:pleaseforgetabouticecream,mysister

isinhospital.Takemethere.

Lumka:ofcourse.I'm goingtocallmybrother

andlethim know...

Tobecontinued
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ZIPHO

SherushesinsidethehospitalandseesSphe

waitingonthechairs.



Sphe:thankGodyouarehere..

Theyshareatighthug.

Zipho:howisshedoing?

Sphe:stable,theyaremanagingthesituation

andtryingtoclearthepoison.

Zipho:coulditbethatthefoodwehadlast

nightwasexpired?

Sphe:Idoubtthatwasthecase,imeanwe

wouldbesickaswell.



Zipho:(sittingdown)thenit'smeanYangaate

somethingthatwedidn't.

Pleaseforgivemymanners,thisisLumka,

Daniel'ssisterandLumkathisisSphe.

Lumka:Iknowher,Ioncesawherbeing

sneakedoutofourhouse...SheisdatingDustin,

right?

Sphe:kindof...

Zipho:hahaha,yeahright.Yesterdayyouleft

us...

Sphe:aiboZipho!



Zipho:okay,mylipsaresealed.

Lumka:areyouguysfriends?

Sphe:halfsisters,bothourmothersmarriedthe

sameman,mymom marriedherfather.

Lumka:ohIsee.Pleasedtoknowyou.Although

it'sfunnythatsistersaredatingbothmy

brothers

Sphe:hahaha,I'm notyoursisterinlawlove.

Wellnotuntilyourbrotherdecidesthatpart

Ziphokeepsquitebecausesheknowsverywell

thatSpheislyingtoherself.ShelovesDustinso

muchthatone.Onecallfrom him shewillrun



allthewaytohim

Zipho:thanksforshowingupwhenmysister

neededyouSphe.Itrulyappreciatethat.Ican

relieveyounowIwillbehere.

Sphe:okay,letmeknowifthere'sanychanges.

ByeLu.

Lumka:bye..

ZiphoandLumkawaitsforthedoctor.Hefinally

comestothem.

Zipho:doctor,howismysisterdoing?

Doctor:stable,wewillliketokeepherovernight



oradaymore.Sheisdehydratedbutshewillbe

fine

Zipho:thankGod,ispossibletoidentifythe

courseoftheproblem?

Doctor:onlyifwecanknowwhatsheate

exactlyandhaveittestedthenwecanbesure.

Zipho:thankyoudoctor.CanIgoseeher?

Doctor:yes,don'tbelong,sheneedstorest.

Ziphowalksinsideherwardandseesher

sleepingwithdrips.Sheholdsherhand.

Zipho:mntase,whydidyougivemesucha



scare?WhatwouldIbewithoutyou?

Pleasegetbetterokay?Youarestrongerthan

this.Ourmotheriscomingbacktomorrowand

wehavetobehome.

Please,shecannotcomebacktothenewsof

youbeingadmitted.Ipromisetofindthecause

ofthis.Iwillseeyoutomorrow.

Shekissesherforeheadandwalkouttofind

LumkaupdatingDaniel.

Daniel:ohmybaby,howareyou?

Zipho:Iam worriedandtired,canyouplease

takemehome?Ineedtorest.



Lumka:areyousureyouaregoingtobefine

alone?Imean...

Daniel:youareright,youcan'tbealoneata

timelikethis.

Zipho:okayfine.Let'sgohomesoIcanget

clothesforworktomorrowandYanga'sthatshe

willwearwhenshegetsdischarged.

ThethreeleavestogetherandZiphoisstill

tryingtomakesenseofeverything.Theissueof

Bandile,herbossbeingrelatedtoLindiweIna

wayistheleastofherworries.

Sheneedstomakesurehersisterisfinebefore

theirmotherreturntomorrow.There'salsoa



readingofthewillhappeninglateron.

MayGodgiveherthestrengthbecauseshe

definitelyneedsit.Theyarriveatherhouseand

shegetsout

Zipho:youguyscanwaitformehere.Iwon'tbe

long.

Daniel:okay,takeyourtime.

Sheopensthedoorandsighs.Yangadidn't

cleanbutsheunderstands,shewassick.She

packeverythingshe'sgoingtoneed.

Shecleansupthespacebeforeleavingand

decidetoemptythekitchendustbin.



Sheseesthechocolatethatsheinstructed

Yangatothrowawayhalfopened.

Zipho:Yanga!!!

Shewrapitupwithatissueandputitinsideher

bag.Shecallsthedoctorandaskifitcanget

tested,heagreesandsuggestthathebringsit

tomorrow.

Shetakeoutthetrashandlockthehousegoing

tothecar.Sheistryingbyallmeanstocontain

thesituationthatisgoingon

DanieldrivesLumkabacktowhereshelefther

carbeforegoingwithhertotheirhouse.



Daniel:Iam goingtostepoutforfood.Youare

goingtobefine?

Zipho:yes,Ijustneedtotakeaquickshower.

Daniel:(kissingherlips)Iwillbeback.

Shetakesthelongestshowereverrelaxingas

watercalmshernerves.

Comingoutofit,sheputsonDaniel'st-shirt

thatissobigandlongwithsleepersandgoes

tothekitchen.

Shedialshisnumberopeningthefridge

wonderingwhat'stakinghim solongtobeback.



Daniel:babeI'm sorry.There'sanemergencyat

theclub,IsentDustintodeliveryourfood.

Zipho:okaylovethere'snoproblem,Ithinkhe's

here.

Sheendsthecallandgoopenthedoor.

Zipho:Dustin,hi.Pleasecomein.

Dustin:Ican'tbelieveyourmanishasturned

metobehisdeliveryboy.Howdarehe?

Zipho:(smiling)calm down,I'm surehewould

havedonethesameforyouaswell.



Dustin:Iheardaboutyoursister.Howisshe?

Zipho:Ithinkshewillbefine,thanksforasking.

Dustin:thenyoushouldrelax.Youlooklikeyou

arecarryingtheworldonyourshouldersand

thatisnotgoodforthebaby.

Zipho:DustinhowdoIrelaxwhenIam being

targeted?Wheneverythingandeveryoneis

againstme?

Dustin:whoistargetingyou?Imeanwhohas

suchaudacity?

Zipho:(sighs)Ineedtoaskafavorfrom you,

promisemethatyouarenotgoingtotellDaniel?



Dustin:it'sdependsonwhatyouareaskingme.

DanielismybrotherandIcan'tkeepsecrets

from him.

Zipho:fairenough.Ineedyoutoteachhowto

shootanduseagun.

Dustin:why?

Zipho:because,Ican'treallyrelyonyouor

Danielforprotection.Youguyshaveyourown

livesthatdoesn'tresolvearoundmine24/7.

Dustin:makesense,butyouwouldtellusif

yourlifewasindangerright?



Zipho:(calmly)yes,Iwould.Thanksforthe

meal.

Dustin:mypleasure,I'llcallyouwhenthere'sa

slot.

Zipho:Iwillbewaitingforyourcallthen

BANDILE

HeisatLindiwe'shouseandtheyaretalking

aboutthewholething.

Lindiwe:areyousuretheydidn'tseeyou?If

Lumkasawyouthenit'sover.

Bandile:no,whenIdrivepastthem,bothof



them werebusywiththeirphones.

Lindiwe:that'sfinethen.Ithinkyoushould

retractyourstepsabit.Don'tgiveitawayand

tooobvious.

Nowlet'swaitandseehowthisturnsoutthen

wewillactagain.

Bandile:what'syourrealplanforthisgirl?

BecauseIdon'tthinkyouwillcomfortablewith

medatingher.

Lindiwe:aslongasshe'snotwithDaniel,it's

fine.Westilldeserveanotherchance.There's

nowaythathehasforgottenwhatweshared

for25inaspaceof4months?



Thatwouldbepurewitchcraft.Thereasonwhy

hedidn'tfightenoughforourmarriagewas

becauseofthisgirl.Heroutofthewaywillmake

him realisewherehisheartisat,here

Shesayshittingherchestproudly.

Bandile:Ziphoisanicegirl,Ireallyhatedoing

thistoher.

Lindiwe:don'tannoymewithyourweak

consciencenow.Youwillgetachanceto

comfortherwhenthebastardshe'scarryingis

dead.

Bandileraiseshishandsindefeat.



Bandile:Ihavetogo,wecan'tbeseentogether.

Lindiwe:yes,keepyoureyesandearsonthe

ground.

ADAYLATER

SPHE

It'sthereadingofthewillafternoon.Yangagot

dischargedandislookingbetter.

Ziphoisratherawfullyquitethisnightofwhich

issounlikeher.Ntombiisabouttoburstasall

ofthem areunderoneroof.

Thethreegirlsdecidedtokeepthenewsof



Yangabeinghospitalizedtothemselvesinorder

nottostresstheirmother.

Thelawyerwalksinwithhisassistantandthey

sitdown.

Lawyer:right,nowthatweareallhere,let'sget

startedtoit.

Ntombi:canIpleasethatyougetstraighttothe

pointwhereitsayswhogetswhatsothatwe

canallgoearly?

SINDIgivesheraboredlookandkeephercool.

Lawyer:(pagingthedocuments)verywellthen.

Iread"thisisthelastamendedwilland



testamentofMrMelusiEnockXulu.

IwouldliketothankmyDaughter,Sphesihle

Xulufortheconversationwehadtheotherday.

YourwordstouchedmeandIchosetoacton

myemotionsthroughthisway

Ihopeeveryonewillunderstandthatmedoing

thisisnotbuyingyourforgivenessbuttryingto

correctmywrongs,especiallymydaughters

thatIcouldn'tgettobetheirfather."

AccordingtoMrXulu'sretirementfundtogether

withhisequitysharesfrom thecompanieshe

investedinto,thetotalamountheisleaving

behindisR1.5millionrandsandafarm withits

ownvalueseparatefrom thismoneyI

mentionedabove.



Thisishowhedecidedtosharehismoney.

MrsSindisiweXulugetsR750k

YangomuhleXulugetsR250k

ZiziphoXulugetsR200k

MrsNontombiXulugetsR200k....

Ntombi:what?HowdoIgetamoneylittlethan

hers?

Lawyer:canIcontinuewiththereading?Thank

you.



SphesihlegetsR100k

MelusiJuniorXuluandmyunborndaughter

getstoinheritthehouse,mycarsandtheFarm

whichcurrentlyissittingonthevalueofR650k.

Ntombi:(bangingthetable)thisismadness!

Nonsense!

Sphe:Ma,calm down...

Ntombi:don'ttellmetocalm down,youarea

sellout!Youconvincedmyhusbandtochange

hiswill?Howcouldyou?

SINDI:sir,arewedone?Canweleave?



Ntombi:wenamoloi,don'tyoudaretrytorun

awayfrom this.I'm notyetdone!

Sindi:Idon'thavetimeforyousis,youclearly

haveissuessodealwiththem.

Lawyer:eachandeveryoneofyouisrequested

tocometomyofficetosignsothatthefunds

canbereleased.

SinceJuniorandthebabyareminors,MrXulu

askedthateverythingintheirnamebemanaged

bytheireldersistersSpheandZiphoXulu.

Ntombi:haibo!Am Ibeingtested?Juniorand

Mbaliaremychildren!Icarriedthem for9

monthsandnearlydiedgivingbirthtobothof



them!Ifthere'sanyonewhoshouldmanage

theirinheritance,it'sme!

Zipho:(gettingup)thanksMrlawyer,mymom,

sisterandIwillcometoyouroffice.Guyslet's

go.

Sphegetsupandwalkthem outandpullZipho

aside.

Sphe:youokay?Youdon'tlookpleased.

Zipho:I'm happythatheleftsomethingfor

mom althoughitwon'ttakeawaythetraumahe

puthim through.

Butwhatcanwesay?itiswhatitis.Thankyou



forfightingourbattlesonourabsence.W

wouldn'tgetanythingifyoudidn't.

Sphe:youarewelcome.Ihopeyougetbetter.

Theyhugandshegoesbacktothehouse.She

findshermotherpacingupanddown.

Ntombi:Sphesihle,howcanyoubetraymelike

this?Huh?WhatisitthatIdidtoyou?After

everythingIdidforyou?

Sphe:mother...

Ntombi:(raisingherhand)shutup!Ishouldhave

leftyoutodiethanpickingyouupasmyown.

Lookatwhatyouaredoing!



Sphe:whatdidyoujustsay?

Tobecontinued.
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NTOMBI

Sheregretstheminutethosewordsescapeher

mouth.Herinabilitytocontrolherangerhas

costherbigtime.



Sherememberworkingnightduty,aboutto

knockoff.Therewasthiswomanwhowas

cryingholdingthebabyonherhands.Shehad

givenbirththepreviousnightandshehelped

herdeliverthebaby.

Shecriedsayingshecannotkeepitbecause

shewasgettingmarriedsoon,herfamilyand

husbandtobedidn'tknowaboutthepregnancy

asshedidherlevelbesttohideit.

Thewomancriedreallypainfullytellingherhow

sheconceivedthisbabythroughrapeand

couldn'tterminateit.

Ntombiatthattimewasinarelationshipwith

herpartnerwhowasawellknownthug.She

tookthebabyhomeandnurturedit.



Herboyfriendreturnedafteraweekandfindher

withababy.Hedidn'twanthertherebut

Ntombibeggedhim toaccepther,eventuallyhe

did,soshethought.

Shefellinlovewiththechildandlovedheras

hers.WhenherboyfriendrapedSphewhenshe

wasonly12,shelostitandhadhim arrested.

ItwasthesameyearshemetMelusi.Herplan

wastousehim asaparacetamoltoher

heartache.

Thingsescalatedandhelovedher.Whatmade

hersettledownwithhim washowheaccepted

Spheevenaftershehadtoldhim thatshe

wasn'tbiologicalhers.



Nevereveninoneargumentdidhebringthat

oneup,evenafterJuniorwasborn,hecontinued

toloveSpheashis,heincludedherevenonthe

will.

Uglyasitistoadmit,sheruinedhim,hewasa

goodman.Sheinfluencedhim andpoisoned

him againsthisfamily.

Ntombi:Sphesihlebaby,calm down,letustalk

mylove.Iam sosorry

Sphe:(tremblingwithtears)areyoutellingme

whatyoujustspitfewminutesagoitsthetruth?

Ntombi:Inevermeantforyoutofindout.Ilove

youlikemyownSphesihle.



Sphe:doyou?Whoismyrealmother?Soeven

themanwhorapedmeisnotmyfather?

Ntombi:Sphe,pleasecalm down...

Sphe:(wipinghertears)it'sokay.Youcan

remaininyourhouse.Youwillneverhearfrom

meagain.Ever!

Shestorm outofthehouseandNtombiwants

tofollowherbutthenannyisnotaround,she

can'tleavethekidsalone.

Shewipesthetearsthatkeepsonflowingfrom

herface.



ZIPHO

Theresultcameback.Indeedthechocolate

waspoisoned.Herhearthasbeenheavyhence

hersilenceduringthereadingofthewill.

Physicalshewastherebuthermindwasvery

faraway.Sheisdebatingonwhattodonext.

Shouldsheresignbecauseshedoesn'tfeel

safeorreportthisguytoherbabydaddy?

Thingis,thedramathatthiswholethingwill

bringiswhatsheisnotreadyfor.Rightnowall

shewantstodoistravelawayforawhile.

Aknockonthedoorsoloudwakesherup.She

putsonhersleepersandgotothedoor.



Tohersurprise,it'sSphe.It'sbeenanhour

sincetheygotbackandshedidn'texpecttosee

herthere.Andthestatesheisinisalarming.

Zipho:Sphe,whoischasingyou?

Sphe:I'm sorrytojustbadgeIn.Ididn'tknow

wheretogo.

Zipho:it'sokay,youarealwayswelcomehere.

Whatisit?

Sphejustbreakdownandcrypainfully.Zipho

brushherbacksilently.Hermotherwalkinand

askswhathappenedandZiphoshrugsher

shoulders.



Zipho:shedoesn'tlookokaymamaandIdon't

thinksheisinarightstatetodrive.CanYanga

sleepwithyoutonightsowecanhavesome

privacy?

SINDI:ofcause,Iwillgogether.

ShelooksconcernedaboutSpheandZipho

givesherwater.

Zipho:let'sgotothebedroom.

Theysitdownonthefloor,theirbacksagainst

thebeds.Silencefillinguptheroom.

Sphe:Ntombiisnotmybiologicalmother.



Zipho:huh?Whatdoyoumean?

Sphe:shejusttoldmeassoonasyouguysleft.

Iam feelingnumb.

Zipho:Sphe,sayyouarejoking.

Sphe:IwishIwas.Iwishthiswasjustanother

nightmareIam soongoingtowakeupfrom.

Zipho,apersonIknowfor27yearsjusttoldme

thatshe'snotmymother.

TellmewheredoIbegintoprocessthat?Not

evenoncedidIhaveanysuspicionsalthough

peoplealwayssaidwedidn'tlookalikebutI

didn'tpayattentiontoit.



Now,justbecauseofmoneyandinheritance

thatIdidn'taskfor,shedoesthis?

Shecankeepthemoneyofherchildren,Idon't

carewhatshedoeswithit.

Zipho:Sphe,Iunderstandthatyouarehurt,I

wouldtoobutplease,Ourfathermadeyouthe

beneficiaryforareason.

Hetrustedyousoam I.Bloodornot,thosekids

areyoursiblings.Youjustsaidityourselfthat

sheraisedyouwell.

BestbelievemewhenIsaynooneisperfectin

thisworld.Whateverdecisionyoutake,Iwill

supportyoubutIam beggingyoutonot

abandonthosesouls



Theyareinnocentandneedyourguidance.Now

it'smakessensewhyyouaresopeacefuland

havesuchabeautifulbigheart.

Youwerebroughttothatfamilyforapurpose.If

there'sonethingmyfatherdidright,was

makingitpossibleformetoknowyou.

Ifhewasn'tmarriedtoyourmother,Iwouldn't

probablyknewyouormetyou.Wearegoingto

befinemntase...

Theyhugandcrysilentlyoneachother's

shoulders.

Sphe:thanks,IguessIjustneedtorestand

calm thesituationdown.So,tomorrowyouare



goingtoreportthepregnancy?

Zipho:God!It'stomorrowalready?

Sphe:yes,where'syourmindat?Don'tsayit's

nothingbecauseInoticedevenduringthe

readingofthewillthatyourmindwasn'tthere.

Zipho:wheredoIevenbeginmntase?Soit

turnsoutthatYangaatethechocolateIasked

hertothrowaway.

Sphe:theoneyousaidyougotitfrom Bandile?

Zipho:exactly.Guesswhat,itwaspoisoned.

Sphe:what?ButwhywouldBandilewantto



poisonyou?

Zipho:becauseheisLindiwe'srelative

somehow.

Sphe:haibo,youmeanthatbotoxoldladyis

stillhavinghopesofgettingbetterwithDaniel?

Zipho:andsheistryingtoharm mybabyfor

thattohappen.Youknowthatwomanneh,I

don'tknowwhattodohonestly

Sphe:Icanimaginehowhecticthisis,and

what'sworseisyouareexpectedtoworkwith

thisguy.Haveyoutoldyourpartneryet?

Zipho:no,Ididn'twanttospeculate,Ineededto



waitfortheresultstocomebackandknowfor

sure.

Also,Idon'twantBandiletoknowthatIknow

whoheis.ThereisalsoMcebo,mntaseweare

talkingandfriendsagain.

Ifanythinghappenstohismotherandhefinds

outIam inthemix,Idoubthewilleverforgive

me.

Sphe:mntase,forgetthemindgamesandtell

Danielthisassoonaspossible.Okay?You

don'tknowwhatthatwitchandthisguyare

planning.

Mceboisanadultwhoshouldseehismother

forwhosheis,awickedoldwitch!Thisisyour



lifeandyourbaby's.Prioritizeit.

Ican'tbelievethenerveofthisguy,andtotopit

all,heisscrewingmyfriend!

Zipho:Ihopeyouarenotgoingtotellyour

friendaboutthisSphe.Wecan'tinvolvealotof

peopleintothis.

Sphe:Iknow,andSbahleisdramatic,shewould

confronthim rightaway.

Zipho:rememberthatholidaywesaidwe

shouldtake?Canweplanitplease?Iam

seriouslyfeelingcrowdedatthispoint.

Sphe:Iam definitelyinterested,Iwillfillfor



leaveatwork.

Zipho:letussleepbabes,tomorrowmorningI

havetobeupearly.

Theygetupandpreparetheirbeds.

Sphe:IseeyouandLumkaarebuddybuddies

now.GoshIhatethatgirl

Zipho:(laughing)bathongSphe,sheisreallynot

thatbad.Sheactuallyhelpedmeidentifywho

Bandileis.

Sphe:ohobutyooh,shethinkslowofother

peopleshame.



Zipholaughsandsuggeststhattheyprayjust

sothatpeacemayprevailoverthenight.

DANIEL

Everythingwentwell,shewaskindofnervous

andexpecteddramafrom theXulufamilysince

theagegapishugebutallwentwell.

Aspromised,Ziphoisspendingtheweekendat

hisplaceandhepicksupthatsheisnotentirely

okay.

Daniel:baby,istheresomethingyouwanttotell

me?

Zipho:whydoyouask?



Daniel:becauseyouaskedDustintoteachyou

howtoshoot.Don'tbesurprised,Dustincan

neverkeepsuchbignewsfrom me.Whatisit

sthandwaSami,talktome.

Zipho:(sighs)yourexwifehiredsomeoneto

poisonmesoIcanmiscarry.

Daniel:what?Whendidthishappen?

ZiphoexplainsthewholethingandDanielturns

red.Lindiwelikespressinghisbuttons.He

thoughteverythingwasacceptedfrom theboth

sides.

Daniel:Zipho,nexttimepleasedon'tkeepsuch

newsfrom me,okay?



Iunderstandyourreasonsbutitcouldhave

beenworse.Now,Iwillneedyoutostop

workinginthatplace.Youdon'thaveto,neither

doyouneedtheirmoney.

Iknowthatyouareallaboutindependencyand

all,it'sokay.Iam notstoppingyoufrom

workingbutyouaregoingtogobackafteryou

havedeliveredourbaby.

Ziphonodsandsitsonhislap.Shewrapsher

armsaroundhim.

Zipho:please,don'tdoanythingthatisgoingto

lendyoutoprison.Weneedyou.

Thatalonecalmshismindabeatandhekisses



herneck.

Daniel:Iam notgoinganywhere.Ipromise.

SINDI

SheopensthedoorandseesNtombi.This

woman,sheshouldn'tbeparadingthestreets

withtheblackclothesbutwhoisshetotellher

otherwise?Sheknowstoomuchthisone.

Ntombi:hi,Iam lookingformydaughter,doyou

knowwhereshecouldbeat?Ihavegonetoher

place,workplaceandtriedherphone.

Please,Iknowsheisclosetoyourdaughters

andIam desperatetotalktoher.



Sindi:Nontombi,hellotoyoutoo.Iwon'task

howareyoudoingbecauseit'svisibleyouare

notsogood.

Spheslepthereyesterdaybutsheleftassoon

asZiphoreturnedfrom...

Anyway,comein.

Ntombi:thankyou.

Sindiclosesthedoorandswitchonherkettle.

Sindi:IknowwearenotclosebutIcantellthat

what'sgoingonbetweenyoutwoishuge.She

cameherecrying,I'veneverseenthatchildso



broken.

WhatdidyoudotoherNtombi?

Ntombiwipesherowntearssniffing.

Ntombi:ImessedupbigtimeSindi.Idon'twant

toloseherandI'm afraidthatthistimeI've

pushedherfarawayforgood.

Sindi:letmemakeussometeathenyouwilltell

meaboutit.

Ntombi:thankyou...

BANDILE



Helosttrackoftimebusywithwork.From back

tobackmeetingstoendlessclients.Bythetime

herealizeshowlateitis,hefindsloadsof

messagesfrom Sbahlewhom hepromisedto

takeherout.

Tobequitehonest,hedoesn'tlovethatgirlbut

ispushingtimeuntilhegetsZiphowhom he

reallyadores.Speakingabouther,shedidn't

cometoworktoday.Maybesheissickor

something.

Hegetsupstretchinghisarmsfeelingsleepy

andtiredpackinghisthingsandleavehisoffice

situatedatthe12thfloor.

Hegetsinsidetheliftsandpress1.Justasit



gettothetenthfloor,itstopsandeverything

becomesdark.

Bandile:coulditbethatthere'sloadshedding?

Heaskspressingtheliftlikecrazy.Hecheck

hisphone,there'snosignal.Hebangsonthelift

callingforhelpforabout10minutes.

Heloosenuphistiesweatingandtheliftopens.

Someonepullshim byhistietohugewindow.

Helooksdownoutsidethebuilding,there's

electricityoutside.Heholdstheglasswindow

shakingonhispants.

Bandile:pleasemarn,whateveritis,Ibelieve



thatwecansortitout.Isitmoney?Name

anythingIwilldoit!

Daniel:canyoustayawayfrom mygirlfriend?

Herecognizesthevoicebutissoafraidtoturn

around.Thecoldmetal(gun)isplacedbehind

hisear.

Bandile:Daniel?Lookmanwecantalkabout

this...

Daniel:didyouhonestlythoughtyoucould

poisonthemotherofmychildandgetaway

withit?DoyouknowwhoIam?

Bandile:I'm sorry,Istupidlybelievedyourwife



whosoldmesobstoriesabouthowyou

cheatedonher...

Daniel:(chuckling)youevenknowthatit'sasob

storyyetyouwentaheadwiththeplan?

Idon'tlikepeoplewhothreatensmyhappiness.

Ihaveletpeoplegetawaywiththatalot,not

again.

Heclocksthegunandshootshim onbothhis

thighs.There'snosoundofthegungoingoff

excepthisownvoicescreamingloudashe

breakstheglasswindowandflyingalltheway

down.

Hefallandbreakthetreesbeforehittingthe

groundhard...



Tobecontinued.
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NTOMBI

Sheregretstheminutethosewordsescapeher

mouth.Herinabilitytocontrolherangerhas

costherbigtime.

Sherememberworkingnightduty,aboutto

knockoff.Therewasthiswomanwhowas

cryingholdingthebabyonherhands.Shehad



givenbirththepreviousnightandshehelped

herdeliverthebaby.

Shecriedsayingshecannotkeepitbecause

shewasgettingmarriedsoon,herfamilyand

husbandtobedidn'tknowaboutthepregnancy

asshedidherlevelbesttohideit.

Thewomancriedreallypainfullytellingherhow

sheconceivedthisbabythroughrapeand

couldn'tterminateit.

Ntombiatthattimewasinarelationshipwith

herpartnerwhowasawellknownthug.She

tookthebabyhomeandnurturedit.

Herboyfriendreturnedafteraweekandfindher

withababy.Hedidn'twanthertherebut



Ntombibeggedhim toaccepther,eventuallyhe

did,soshethought.

Shefellinlovewiththechildandlovedheras

hers.WhenherboyfriendrapedSphewhenshe

wasonly12,shelostitandhadhim arrested.

ItwasthesameyearshemetMelusi.Herplan

wastousehim asaparacetamoltoher

heartache.

Thingsescalatedandhelovedher.Whatmade

hersettledownwithhim washowheaccepted

Spheevenaftershehadtoldhim thatshe

wasn'tbiologicalhers.

Nevereveninoneargumentdidhebringthat

oneup,evenafterJuniorwasborn,hecontinued



toloveSpheashis,heincludedherevenonthe

will.

Uglyasitistoadmit,sheruinedhim,hewasa

goodman.Sheinfluencedhim andpoisoned

him againsthisfamily.

Ntombi:Sphesihlebaby,calm down,letustalk

mylove.Iam sosorry

Sphe:(tremblingwithtears)areyoutellingme

whatyoujustspitfewminutesagoitsthetruth?

Ntombi:Inevermeantforyoutofindout.Ilove

youlikemyownSphesihle.

Sphe:doyou?Whoismyrealmother?Soeven



themanwhorapedmeisnotmyfather?

Ntombi:Sphe,pleasecalm down...

Sphe:(wipinghertears)it'sokay.Youcan

remaininyourhouse.Youwillneverhearfrom

meagain.Ever!

Shestorm outofthehouseandNtombiwants

tofollowherbutthenannyisnotaround,she

can'tleavethekidsalone.

Shewipesthetearsthatkeepsonflowingfrom

herface.

ZIPHO



Theresultcameback.Indeedthechocolate

waspoisoned.Herhearthasbeenheavyhence

hersilenceduringthereadingofthewill.

Physicalshewastherebuthermindwasvery

faraway.Sheisdebatingonwhattodonext.

Shouldsheresignbecauseshedoesn'tfeel

safeorreportthisguytoherbabydaddy?

Thingis,thedramathatthiswholethingwill

bringiswhatsheisnotreadyfor.Rightnowall

shewantstodoistravelawayforawhile.

Aknockonthedoorsoloudwakesherup.She

putsonhersleepersandgotothedoor.

Tohersurprise,it'sSphe.It'sbeenanhour

sincetheygotbackandshedidn'texpecttosee



herthere.Andthestatesheisinisalarming.

Zipho:Sphe,whoischasingyou?

Sphe:I'm sorrytojustbadgeIn.Ididn'tknow

wheretogo.

Zipho:it'sokay,youarealwayswelcomehere.

Whatisit?

Sphejustbreakdownandcrypainfully.Zipho

brushherbacksilently.Hermotherwalkinand

askswhathappenedandZiphoshrugsher

shoulders.

Zipho:shedoesn'tlookokaymamaandIdon't

thinksheisinarightstatetodrive.CanYanga



sleepwithyoutonightsowecanhavesome

privacy?

SINDI:ofcause,Iwillgogether.

ShelooksconcernedaboutSpheandZipho

givesherwater.

Zipho:let'sgotothebedroom.

Theysitdownonthefloor,theirbacksagainst

thebeds.Silencefillinguptheroom.

Sphe:Ntombiisnotmybiologicalmother.

Zipho:huh?Whatdoyoumean?



Sphe:shejusttoldmeassoonasyouguysleft.

Iam feelingnumb.

Zipho:Sphe,sayyouarejoking.

Sphe:IwishIwas.Iwishthiswasjustanother

nightmareIam soongoingtowakeupfrom.

Zipho,apersonIknowfor27yearsjusttoldme

thatshe'snotmymother.

TellmewheredoIbegintoprocessthat?Not

evenoncedidIhaveanysuspicionsalthough

peoplealwayssaidwedidn'tlookalikebutI

didn'tpayattentiontoit.

Now,justbecauseofmoneyandinheritance

thatIdidn'taskfor,shedoesthis?



Shecankeepthemoneyofherchildren,Idon't

carewhatshedoeswithit.

Zipho:Sphe,Iunderstandthatyouarehurt,I

wouldtoobutplease,Ourfathermadeyouthe

beneficiaryforareason.

Hetrustedyousoam I.Bloodornot,thosekids

areyoursiblings.Youjustsaidityourselfthat

sheraisedyouwell.

BestbelievemewhenIsaynooneisperfectin

thisworld.Whateverdecisionyoutake,Iwill

supportyoubutIam beggingyoutonot

abandonthosesouls

Theyareinnocentandneedyourguidance.Now



it'smakessensewhyyouaresopeacefuland

havesuchabeautifulbigheart.

Youwerebroughttothatfamilyforapurpose.If

there'sonethingmyfatherdidright,was

makingitpossibleformetoknowyou.

Ifhewasn'tmarriedtoyourmother,Iwouldn't

probablyknewyouormetyou.Wearegoingto

befinemntase...

Theyhugandcrysilentlyoneachother's

shoulders.

Sphe:thanks,IguessIjustneedtorestand

calm thesituationdown.So,tomorrowyouare

goingtoreportthepregnancy?



Zipho:God!It'stomorrowalready?

Sphe:yes,where'syourmindat?Don'tsayit's

nothingbecauseInoticedevenduringthe

readingofthewillthatyourmindwasn'tthere.

Zipho:wheredoIevenbeginmntase?Soit

turnsoutthatYangaatethechocolateIasked

hertothrowaway.

Sphe:theoneyousaidyougotitfrom Bandile?

Zipho:exactly.Guesswhat,itwaspoisoned.

Sphe:what?ButwhywouldBandilewantto

poisonyou?



Zipho:becauseheisLindiwe'srelative

somehow.

Sphe:haibo,youmeanthatbotoxoldladyis

stillhavinghopesofgettingbetterwithDaniel?

Zipho:andsheistryingtoharm mybabyfor

thattohappen.Youknowthatwomanneh,I

don'tknowwhattodohonestly

Sphe:Icanimaginehowhecticthisis,and

what'sworseisyouareexpectedtoworkwith

thisguy.Haveyoutoldyourpartneryet?

Zipho:no,Ididn'twanttospeculate,Ineededto

waitfortheresultstocomebackandknowfor

sure.



Also,Idon'twantBandiletoknowthatIknow

whoheis.ThereisalsoMcebo,mntaseweare

talkingandfriendsagain.

Ifanythinghappenstohismotherandhefinds

outIam inthemix,Idoubthewilleverforgive

me.

Sphe:mntase,forgetthemindgamesandtell

Danielthisassoonaspossible.Okay?You

don'tknowwhatthatwitchandthisguyare

planning.

Mceboisanadultwhoshouldseehismother

forwhosheis,awickedoldwitch!Thisisyour

lifeandyourbaby's.Prioritizeit.

Ican'tbelievethenerveofthisguy,andtotopit



all,heisscrewingmyfriend!

Zipho:Ihopeyouarenotgoingtotellyour

friendaboutthisSphe.Wecan'tinvolvealotof

peopleintothis.

Sphe:Iknow,andSbahleisdramatic,shewould

confronthim rightaway.

Zipho:rememberthatholidaywesaidwe

shouldtake?Canweplanitplease?Iam

seriouslyfeelingcrowdedatthispoint.

Sphe:Iam definitelyinterested,Iwillfillfor

leaveatwork.

Zipho:letussleepbabes,tomorrowmorningI



havetobeupearly.

Theygetupandpreparetheirbeds.

Sphe:IseeyouandLumkaarebuddybuddies

now.GoshIhatethatgirl

Zipho:(laughing)bathongSphe,sheisreallynot

thatbad.Sheactuallyhelpedmeidentifywho

Bandileis.

Sphe:ohobutyooh,shethinkslowofother

peopleshame.

Zipholaughsandsuggeststhattheyprayjust

sothatpeacemayprevailoverthenight.



DANIEL

Everythingwentwell,shewaskindofnervous

andexpecteddramafrom theXulufamilysince

theagegapishugebutallwentwell.

Aspromised,Ziphoisspendingtheweekendat

hisplaceandhepicksupthatsheisnotentirely

okay.

Daniel:baby,istheresomethingyouwanttotell

me?

Zipho:whydoyouask?

Daniel:becauseyouaskedDustintoteachyou

howtoshoot.Don'tbesurprised,Dustincan



neverkeepsuchbignewsfrom me.Whatisit

sthandwaSami,talktome.

Zipho:(sighs)yourexwifehiredsomeoneto

poisonmesoIcanmiscarry.

Daniel:what?Whendidthishappen?

ZiphoexplainsthewholethingandDanielturns

red.Lindiwelikespressinghisbuttons.He

thoughteverythingwasacceptedfrom theboth

sides.

Daniel:Zipho,nexttimepleasedon'tkeepsuch

newsfrom me,okay?

Iunderstandyourreasonsbutitcouldhave



beenworse.Now,Iwillneedyoutostop

workinginthatplace.Youdon'thaveto,neither

doyouneedtheirmoney.

Iknowthatyouareallaboutindependencyand

all,it'sokay.Iam notstoppingyoufrom

workingbutyouaregoingtogobackafteryou

havedeliveredourbaby.

Ziphonodsandsitsonhislap.Shewrapsher

armsaroundhim.

Zipho:please,don'tdoanythingthatisgoingto

lendyoutoprison.Weneedyou.

Thatalonecalmshismindabeatandhekisses

herneck.



Daniel:Iam notgoinganywhere.Ipromise.

SINDI

SheopensthedoorandseesNtombi.This

woman,sheshouldn'tbeparadingthestreets

withtheblackclothesbutwhoisshetotellher

otherwise?Sheknowstoomuchthisone.

Ntombi:hi,Iam lookingformydaughter,doyou

knowwhereshecouldbeat?Ihavegonetoher

place,workplaceandtriedherphone.

Please,Iknowsheisclosetoyourdaughters

andIam desperatetotalktoher.

Sindi:Nontombi,hellotoyoutoo.Iwon'task



howareyoudoingbecauseit'svisibleyouare

notsogood.

Spheslepthereyesterdaybutsheleftassoon

asZiphoreturnedfrom...

Anyway,comein.

Ntombi:thankyou.

Sindiclosesthedoorandswitchonherkettle.

Sindi:IknowwearenotclosebutIcantellthat

what'sgoingonbetweenyoutwoishuge.She

cameherecrying,I'veneverseenthatchildso

broken.



WhatdidyoudotoherNtombi?

Ntombiwipesherowntearssniffing.

Ntombi:ImessedupbigtimeSindi.Idon'twant

toloseherandI'm afraidthatthistimeI've

pushedherfarawayforgood.

Sindi:letmemakeussometeathenyouwilltell

meaboutit.

Ntombi:thankyou...

BANDILE

Helosttrackoftimebusywithwork.From back

tobackmeetingstoendlessclients.Bythetime



herealizeshowlateitis,hefindsloadsof

messagesfrom Sbahlewhom hepromisedto

takeherout.

Tobequitehonest,hedoesn'tlovethatgirlbut

ispushingtimeuntilhegetsZiphowhom he

reallyadores.Speakingabouther,shedidn't

cometoworktoday.Maybesheissickor

something.

Hegetsupstretchinghisarmsfeelingsleepy

andtiredpackinghisthingsandleavehisoffice

situatedatthe12thfloor.

Hegetsinsidetheliftsandpress1.Justasit

gettothetenthfloor,itstopsandeverything

becomesdark.



Bandile:coulditbethatthere'sloadshedding?

Heaskspressingtheliftlikecrazy.Hecheck

hisphone,there'snosignal.Hebangsonthelift

callingforhelpforabout10minutes.

Heloosenuphistiesweatingandtheliftopens.

Someonepullshim byhistietohugewindow.

Helooksdownoutsidethebuilding,there's

electricityoutside.Heholdstheglasswindow

shakingonhispants.

Bandile:pleasemarn,whateveritis,Ibelieve

thatwecansortitout.Isitmoney?Name

anythingIwilldoit!



Daniel:canyoustayawayfrom mygirlfriend?

Herecognizesthevoicebutissoafraidtoturn

around.Thecoldmetal(gun)isplacedbehind

hisear.

Bandile:Daniel?Lookmanwecantalkabout

this...

Daniel:didyouhonestlythoughtyoucould

poisonthemotherofmychildandgetaway

withit?DoyouknowwhoIam?

Bandile:I'm sorry,Istupidlybelievedyourwife

whosoldmesobstoriesabouthowyou

cheatedonher...



Daniel:(chuckling)youevenknowthatit'sasob

storyyetyouwentaheadwiththeplan?

Idon'tlikepeoplewhothreatensmyhappiness.

Ihaveletpeoplegetawaywiththatalot,not

again.

Heclocksthegunandshootshim ontheleg.

There'snosoundofthegungoingoffexcept

hisvoicescreamingloudashebreakstheglass

andflyallthewaydown.

Hefallandbreakthetreesbeforehittingthe

groundhard...

Tobecontinued.
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ZIPHO

SheopenshereyesandseesDanielnexttoher,

hisarmswrappedaroundhersotight.

Sherunsherfingeronhisfaceplayingwithit

andheopenshiseyeslookingverysleepy.

Daniel:goodmorningbaby..yougood?

Zipho:I'm goodandyou?



Daniel:I'm fine,justtired.Ididn'tsleepsowell

lastnightthinkingaboutyoursafetyandhowI

cankeepyousafe

Zipho:IwokeupIthinktwiceinthemiddleof

thenightanddidn'tfindyouonthebed.Where

wereyou?

Daniel:Iwentoutsideforasmokeandtothink

withoutdisturbingyou

Zipho:Isee.Ihavebeenthinking.

Daniel:mhm?

Zipho:Idon'twanttoresign.Danielthisisn't



aboutindependenceormoney.It'sactually

aboutmedoingsomethingthatIlove,studied

forandgettinganexperiencefor.

Ican'tlivemylifeinfearofwhatisgoingto

happennextbecauseofyourwife.

Daniel:Ihearyou.IguessIpanickedand

reachedthatdecisioninaoveractingmanner.

It'sfine,youcangobacktoworkMonday.

Zipho:(kissinghislips)thankyou.Nowletme

checkuponSphe...

Daniel:(takingherphone)canyoujustgiveyour

mansomeattention?ThewholeweekIhave



missedyouandnotthatI'm complaining,family

isimportant...

Butfornow,canIpleasestealyourmoment?

Zipho:ofcourse,I'm allyours.

Daniel:(touchinghertummy)whenisshegoing

tostartkicking?

Zipho:inthenextcomingweeks.

SPHE

HersleepdisappearwhenshehearsDustin

busyonthephonetalkingtosomeone.He

doesn'tseethatsheisawake.



Dustin:Iheardthecommotionandtrustmeit

beingsortedoutalready.

Wearegoingtomakeitlooklikeasuicidekind

ofthing.Don'tworryaboutthat,youknow

moneycanmaketheworldgoaround.

I'm actuallyproudofyouforfinallystandingup.

YoudidwhatIwoulddo,protectingwhat's

yoursandfamily.

HeturnsandfindsSphelookingathim.

Dustin:listen,I'llkeepyouupdated.Cool.Good

morning.



Sphe:morning,whoareyoutalkingtosoearly?

Dustin:business.Didyousleepwell?

Sphe:IthinkIhave.

Dustin:okay,weshouldgetup,todayisavery

busydayforme.

Sphe:youarenotevengoingtoaskwhat's

wrongwithme?SurelyyoucanseeI'm not

alrightright?

Dustin:Sphe,youareanadult.Ifyouhave

somethingyouwanttotellme,youwill.

Sphe:youwon'tevenputanefforttopursueme



oractuallypretendlikeyoucare?Tellme,what

isitthatwearedoingmeandyou?

Dustin:(sighs)thisisthesamethingthatgotus

fightinglasttimeSphe.

Allthesethingsyouarelookingfor,I'm the

wrongpersontoexpectfrom.Sphemeandyou

arejusthavinganadultfun.

TheynormalcallthatNSA.There'snoemotions

attachedtoit.

Sphe:wow,thereIthoughtafteryourapology

youweregoingtoactuallychangeandput

someefforttothekindofrelationshipIwant.



Dustin:I'm afraidthatcanneverhappen.Sphe,

I'm notthekindofguytobuyyouflowers,

chocolatesandicecream ortakeyouondates

holdingyourhands

Listen,ifyouarelookingforsomethingmore

thansexthatwehavebeendoing.Iam

releasingyoutogofindthepersonwhocan

givethattoyou.

Sphe:whatifthepersonisyou?

Dustin:thenyouarewastingyourtime.Don't

eventhinkyoucanchangemymindbecause

that'showyouguysresorttowitchcraftwhen

yourwishesdon'tgetgranted.Don'tforcethis

perfectideaofarelationshipdownmythroat.



ThisismeandI'm beinghonestwithyou.I'm

goingtotakeashower.Pleasegetreadyto

leavewhenIcomeback.Oryoucanjoinme.

Sphe:noit'sfine.I'm goingtoshoweratmy

place.

Shegetsoffthebedandputonherclothes.His

wordsareactuallyaddingsalttothewound.

Thisisthetimewheresheneedshim tohold

hercloseandaskherwhatiswrong,totalkher

thatit'sgoingtobealright.

Whycan'thebelikeDaniel?Whydomenthink

thatbeingcaringandaffectionateisweak?She

cravesforthekindofloveandattentionZipho

receivesfrom herpartner.



Shefinishesdressingupandtakeherthings.

Herphonehavebeenoffandsheisnot

planningonswitchingiton,knowingsheis

goingtofindthousandmissedcallsand

messagesfrom hermother.

ShedecidestogostraighttoZipho'shouse.

That'stheonlyplacewhereshefeelscomforted

enough.

SheknowsZiphoisnotaround,spendingtime

withDaniel.ButYangaandhermotherarethere.

ShearrivesintimeforbreakfastandSindi

servesherthefatcakeswithtea.

Sphe:IswearmotherI'm goingtobeasize36



withallthesefatcakesandbunsIam eatingin

yourhouse

SINDI:hahahahbutyougotogym,Itwon'tget

tothatIbelieve.

Sphe:yeah.IsYangastillasleep?

SINDI:yes,ofwhichIthinkgivesustimetotalk.

Sheswitchesoffthestoveandsitsdowntaking

Sphe'shands.

SINDI:mydear,youareoneofthegreatest

personIhavecomeacross.Irememberthefirst

timemydaughterbroughtyouhome,Ilikedyou

instantly.



Yourmotherwashereyesterday.Shetoldme

whathappened.Iunderstandhowpainfulthisis,

andthetimingbeingcompletelyoff.

ButSphe,thatisyourmother.Yesyoucango

andlookforyourownbiologicalmotherbut

Ntombiisyourmother.

Sheraisedyouwithlove,putyoutoschooland

actuallygroomedyoutobethisamazing

personthatyouaretoday

TrustmewhenIsaysheistwistedbutthat

whatmakesushumans,mistakes.Wecan't

takethefactthatshelovesyouawayfrom her.

Idon'twanttotellyouwhattodomylovebutI



am askingthatyougiveherachancetotalkto

you.Sheregretshavingtoblurbsuchinthat

manner.

Please,gohomemydearandtalktoyour

mother.

Sphe'stearsrolldownherface.Shefindsit

weirdthatZipho'smotherisadvocatingfor

Ntombibutshecan'tdisputethefactthatsheis

tellingthetruth.

Sphe:thankyouforopeningyourhomeforme

andyourheartintoacceptingmeasoneof

yours.

SINDI:youarefamily.



Sphe:Iwillgoseeher.

SINDI:that'smygirl.Doyouwantmorebuns?

Sphe:(smiling)justone..okaymaybetwo..

SINDIlaughsandopenthebuckettakingitout

forher.

LINDIWE

Shewakesuparound11,verylatecomparedto

herusualtimeofwakingherup.

Aftermakingthebedandtakingashower,she

preparessomebreakfastandwatchthenews.



It'sactuallyachannelshefindonthemoment

sheswitchesontheTV.Thatactuallysurprises

herbecausesheisnotanewsperson.

ThetrendingnewsistheCEOofthehuge

companyjumpingofffrom 10thflooraround

9:30lastnight.

Sheincreasethevolumeandlistenstothe

securityguardswhosaidtheysawaman

jumpingofffrom thehugewindowandfalling

ontreesbeforehittingtheground.

Security:it'sstillamiraclethattheambulance

foundhim breathing.Idon'twanttobenegative

butifhesurvivesthis,it'sgoingtobegraceand

there'snotellingifeverhewillbe100%fine.



Tenthfloorisaveryhigherlevel,imaginefalling

allthewaydownfrom it.Ithinkthetreesmight

havesavedhim from dyingonthespot.

Thepolicecontinuetogivethestatementtothe

mediaastheysuspectthatitwasansuicide

attempt.There'snoforcedentryinthecompany,

nothingwastaken,neitherdotheCCTVfootage

showsanyoneatthebuildingthetimethe

incidenthappened.

Lindiwe:(shakingherhead)no,no,no.There's

nowayBandilecanjumpoffthebuilding!He

wasn'tsuicidal!Thisisbullsh*t.

Notunlessofcausetheygottohim andmade

him talkthenhefelttheneedtojump?Ohmy

God!ThatmeansIam notsafe!



Shegrabherphoneandquicklybooksherselfa

ticket.Sheneedstoskipthecountry.

Packingherthingsinaveryquickpacewhile

checkingontime.Sheonlytakeswhatis

important.Herflightisleavingintwohours,the

ticketswereveryexpensiveatthetimeof

purchasebutsheboughtitanyways.

ShecallsherlawyerandputsthehouseOnsale

includingthebusinessshejuststarted.

Herlawyerisconfusedashellbutagreestoher

instructions.Lastly,shetextsMceboand

informshim thatshewillbeleavingforawhile.

Heshouldnotcontacther,sheisgoingtodoso

whensheisready.



Mcebocallsimmediately.Trusthim tobethat

dramatic.

Lindiwe:Mcebo,Iam goingtobelateformy

flight.

Mcebo:Ineededtobesureifit'syoutextingor

someoneelse.Mom what'swrong?Whereare

yougoing?

Lindiwe:son,Imessedupbigtimethistime

around.Iseriouslyneedtogo.Ican'ttellyou

whereI'm goingbutI'llmadethecontactonce

thestorm havecalmed.

Mcebo:whathaveyoudonethistimearound?



Lindiwe:Ican'ttell.Pleasebegoodandtake

careofyourselfokay?Iloveyousomuchmy

baby.

Sheendsthecallandswitchoffherphone.She

isonlygoingtoswitchitonwhenshegetsto

theairportsoshecanscanherticket.

OpeningthedoorsheseesDanielstandingbyit.

Shelooksaroundanddoesn'tseehiscar.Her

startsheartbeatingsofast.

Daniel:goodday.Goingsomewhere?

Lindiwe:urhm,yeah.



Daniel:I'm sureyoucansparefewminutesfor

me,right?

Hesayslettinghimselfinsideandclosesthe

door.Sheistryingbyallmeanstokeepcalm.

Lindiwe:whatareyoudoinghereDaniel?

Daniel:Ibroughtmyselftoyou.Isn'twhatyou

want?Me?Backtoyou?I'm here.Takeme,do

whateveryouwanttodo.

Lindiwefreezes.Heisnotshoutingoranything

likethatbuthisaurascaresherlikecrazy.

Daniel:Lindiwe,Igaveyou25yearsofmylife,

loveandeverything.Idideverythingrightyet



youstillfelttheneedtocheat.

YouthinkjustbecauseIletyougoI'm stupid?Is

thatit?Youaretakingadvantageofthefact

thatIchosetoprotectthememoryofour

marriagebynotharmingyouorplayingrevenge?

LikeImeanevenwitheverythingthatIhave

doneafterthedivorce,sourcingyouupwith

clients,youstillplotwaysofhurtingme?

Why?WhatisitthatIeverdidsobadlythat

makesyouthisperson.Tellme,maybeIcan

stillmakeitright.

Lindiwe:Daniel,youdidn'tdoanythingwrongto

me.Iam theonewhowrongedyou...Ijustcan't

seem toletyougo.



Daniel:andyoufiguredthatifyoukillmychild,

everythingisgoingtogobacktonormal?

Lindiwe:thatwasverystupidofmeI'm sorry.

Hechucklesandlooksathiswatch.

Daniel:itlookslikeyouaregoingtoneedhelp

withthebags.Let'sgo.Afteryouma'am,it's

ladiesfirstright?

Lindiweleadsthewayouttothecarwhere

Danielloadsthebagsinside.

Daniel:getinsideanddrive.



Theauthorityinhisvoicegetsherknees

shaking.Shestartsthecarwithherhands

trembling.

Lindiwe:wherearewegoing?

Daniel:I'lltellyou,justdrive..

Tobecontinued

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter38

SPHE

Dreadingherfeetabouttheissueathandisn't



anoptionatthispoint.Shehastofaceher

motherheadsoninordertogetallthefacts

aboutthis.

Shehassomanyquestionsastowhywouldher

mothergiveheraway.Isshestillalive?How

doesshelooklike?Ifsheweretolookforher

now,willsheaccepther?

Butwhywouldshelookforherbecauseit'snot

likeshelackedamother'sloveorwasill-treated?

Forclosuremaybe?

Ntombi:thankyouforcomingbackhomemy

dear.Iwasworriedsickthinkingthatyouhave

leftforgood.

Sphe:suchwillnotbepossible.YouareallI



know.WherewouldIrunawayto?

Ntombi:Iknow.FirstlyIwouldliketoapologise

toyou.Ifailedtocontrolmyemotionsand

endedupsayingthingsnowthatIcannotbe

abletotakethem back.

Iam sorryforblamingyouaboutMelusi's

decisions.Iknowyoumeantnoharm intalking

tohim.

Sphe:mother,IforgiveyouandIpromisethat

youwillforeverbemymother.

ButIhavequestions,forthewomanin

particular.Doyoustillrememberhername?

Wherewasshefrom inparticular?



Ntombi:Idon'tremembermuchabouther,but

shewasNokuthulaMthombeni.Shecouldbe

usingherhusband'ssurnamenowsinceshe

saidshewasgoingtogetmarried

Sphe:Idon'tunderstand.Gettingmarriedtomy

father?

Ntombi:no.Shekeptbeingpregnantforyou

untildeliverytime.

Sphe:howisthatpossibleandwhy?

Ntombi:accordingtowhatshesaid,shewas

rapedwhiletrainingtobeatraditionalhealer.

Shediscoveredverylateaboutitanddelayed



goinghomebecausesheknewherparents

weregoingtobelivid.

Firstlyshedisobeyedthem bygoingthereand

thenthepregnancy.

Shewasbroughtatthehospitalwithnothingon

her

Sphe:whobroughtherin?

Ntombi:anotherinitiates,theywereveryyoung.

WhenIacceptedtakingyou,shesaidshewas

goingtotellthem youdidn'tmakeit.

Sphe'seyesbecomestearyimmediately.



Sphe:so,Iam aproductofrape?That'sthe

reasonwhyshedidn'twantme?Iam cursethat

alsogotraped..

Ntombi:don'ttalklikethatmychildplease.I

namedyouSphesihlebecauseyouareindeeda

beautifulgift.Ourpastandhistorydoesn't

defineus.Okay?Iloveyou,foreverandalways.

Theyhugtightlywhileshecriesthepainaway...

DANIEL

Heisattheclubbusywithstocktakingasit's

Monday.Ziphoarrivesannounced.Hecheckhis

timeconfusedastowhysheisheresoearly.



Daniel:baby,whyareyouhere?

Zipho:IleftworkearlybecauseIcouldn't

concentrate.

Daniel:why?

Zipholooksathim sternlyasifsheis

penetratinghissoul.

Zipho:apparentlyonSaturdaynightBandile

triedtocommitsuicidebyjumpingoffthe

building

Daniel:ohmyGod,that'shorrible!Isheokay?

Zipho:no,doctorsarenotconfidentthatheis



goingtomakeit.Evenifhedoes,yoohitis

goingtobeahugemiracle.

Daniel:shamemarn.Iwonderwhatproblems

hehadthatmadehim jumpsuchahuge

building?

Zipho:Iwondertoo.Ijustfinditweirdthat

Bandilejumpsthebuildingandthenyourex

wifeleavestownthefollowingday.

Daniel:andwheredidyouhearthatfrom?

Zipho:yoursonMcebo,ismyfriendremember?

Daniel:ohyeah.Sowhatareyousaying?



Zipho:chancesofallofthisbeing

coincidentallyareverylow.Ihopeyouhad

nothingtodowithitDaniel.

Daniel:howwouldIhavedoneallofthat

becauseIwashomewithyoutheentiretime?

Zipho:Ireallyhopesobecauseit'sgoingto

paintanotherimagetomeifyoucanbe

capableofmurderingyourwifeofsomany

yearsandmothertoyourson

Daniel:Zipho,whatisexactlyareyouaskingme?

Zipho:youheardme.

Shegrabherbagandturnwalkingoutofthe



clubleavinghisbrushinghishead.

Helooksatthesmallcutfrom hiswristsand

sighsasabitofflashbackfrom Lastnight

comesflashingthroughhismind.

Dustinwalksinwhistlingandtheyexchange

greetings.

Dustin:whatdidyoudothemadam?

Daniel:nothing,hormonesaremessingwithher.

Didyoutakecareofthatsmalladminforme?

Dustin:yes,allisgood,youcanbreathe.I'm still

sayingthatIshouldgotothehospitalandfinish

offthatboy.



Daniel:no,lethim be.Hewon'tbeathreat

anymoreevenifhemakesit.

MONTHSLATER

LUMKA

Yanga,herandSphearewaitingforDanielwho

calledforthem atthechesanyamafora

meeting.

Lumka:doesanyofyouladieshaveanidea

what'sthismeetingallabout?

Sheaskscurious,thepast3monthstheladies

haveformedatightbond.EvenSphewhodidn't



likeLumkawarmeduparoundher.

Whentheirinheritancepaidout,theyhadthat

Maldivestripshewantedsobadanditwas

amazingsinceshewasabletopayforitina

cleanway.

Yanga:ImighthaveanideabutI'm notsure.

Sphe:outwithitYanga!Wearedyingtoknow

already.

Yanga:okay!Ithinkhemaywanttopropose.I

meanIoncesawaringinhishousemonths

back.

Sphe:ohwow!Ziphoisoneluckyladyshame.



ShemustsharehersecretbecauseDanielloves

herandifyoudidn'tknowyouwouldn'tsayhe

wasoncemarried.

Lumka:that'smybrother,whenheloves,he

goesallout.

Danielfinallyarrivesandpullsachair.

Daniel:ladies,thanksforhonoringmyinvite.I

knowI'm latebutitwasn'tsoeasytoleave

Ziphoalone.Imanagedtododgehersince

she'sdoinghernails.SoIwilljustgetstraight

tothepointandnotwastetime.

Hergraduationdayiscoming.Iknowshe

complainedaboutnothavingapartybecause

nowherstomachisgettinghugebutcomeon.



Shereallystudiedhardanddeservesthiskind

ofacelebration.Ihavespokentohermother

whoisverymuchdelightedtothrowheraparty.

Sothat'swhereIam goingtoneedyourhelp

withpreparationsandeverythingsincethe

eventwillbehostedonournewbiggerhouse.

Lumka:that'sactuallysweetbrother.Shemay

sayshedoesn'twantitbutshewillbehappy

whenitsfinallyhappening.

Idon'tknowifI'm outofplacebuthowabout

wemakeitajointwithherbabyshower?

Yanga:thatactuallywillbeperfect,willsaveus

thetraumaofplanningeventseverynowand



then.

Daniel,whatdoyouthink?Graduation

party/slashhousewarming+babyshower?

Daniel:it'sokay,I'm justabitskepticalthatit

maybeallbetoomuchforbecause...

Hereachesforhispocketsandcomesoutwith

thebox.

Sphe:ohmyGod!

Daniel:Iam goingtopropose.

Yanga:ohwow!Thefinalversionlooksso

beautiful!IswearZiphoisgoingtofaintthat



day.

Lumka:Ihopeshesaysyessowecanget

startedonweddingpreparations.

Sphe:shewouldbemadtosaynotothis!I

meannotonlyDanielisfullapackagebutlook

atthisrock!Godyouhaveyourfavorites.

TheyalllaughexceptLumkawhoiseyeing

Sphedifferentlyafterwhatshesaid.Danielsays

hisgoodbyesrushingbacktowhereheleft

Ziphoat.

Finallytheirmeatarriveswithadrink.

Yanga:ohno,wedidn'torderthat.



Waiter:it'sfrom thegentlemantherebythe

corner.Saidit'sonthehouseandthatIshould

givemissherethis.

HehandsSpheasmallbusinesscardandshe

readsit.

Sphe:DrZ.Ntuli?

Sheraisehereyesandmeethiswhoraiseshis

glassofjuicetoher.Shesmilesawkwardly.

Sphe:guys,I'm goingtobeback.

Yanga:gogetyourmanhun.



Sheleavesthetableandjoinsthecutedoctor

whoisbyhimself.

Lumka:Yanga,howdeepdoyoutrustSphe?

Yanga:urhm,I'm notsureIfollowyourquestion?

Lumka:look,Idon'tmeantostiranytroubles

butherconstantlyinterestinDanielisalarming

consideringZiphoisherfriendorsister.

Yanga:I'm sureit'sharmless.Imeanweall

wantourownDaddyD.

LumkawantstoremindYangaaboutwhatSphe

saidduringtheirtripaboutDanielbutbrushit

off.Shedoesn'twanttoappeartroublesome.



Lumka:youareright,IguessI'm justbeing

overlyprotective.

Yanga:andit'ssocute,bigsisterinlawvibes.

Lumkatakesabitefrom theirmeatstealinga

lookatSphewhoislaughingherlungsoutwith

thenewguy.

SINDI

Throughtheinheritancemoneyshereceived,

sheexpandedherbusinessandmovedfrom

thetownship.

Herphonerings,it'sNtombi.Eversincethe



passingofMelusi,theirfightwithSphe,theygot

close.

Evenwhensheremovedtheblackclothes,

SINDIwasassistingherlikeherbiggersister

whichconfusedmanyespeciallytheinlaws

NtombitoldheraboutMbaliandhowshewas

conceivedandasabiggerpersonSindiis,didn't

judgeherbutencouragedhertostophidingher

daughter.

Nowsheismotheringherprincesswithoutany

fearofwhatotherpeoplewillsay.

SINDI:mfazi,youhavebeenscarcebo.



Ntombi:Iknow,Iwentbacktoworkafterso

longandyooh.ItslikeI'veneverbeenanursein

mylife.

RemembersinceIleftformymaternityleaveup

untilnow.ButI'm goodandgettingthehangof

things

SINDI:that'sactuallygreattohear.Howisthe

littlemadam?

Ntombi:ohshe'sgrowingandstartingtoidentify

peopleclosetoher.

SINDI:ncampo,kidsgrowupsofast.Innotime,

shewillberunningaround.



Ntombi:tellmeagain,thereasonI'm actually

callingyou.It'sJunior's6thbirthdaythiscoming

weekend.

IhadaskedSphetohelpmewithpreparations

butIdon'tknowwhat'sgoingoninherhead

lately,sheisallovertheplace.

SINDI:I'm sureyouareexaggerating.

Ntombi:I'm not,thebakerdroppedmeinthe

lastminute.Pleasemfazi,comethroughfor

meIbeg.

SINDI:whatdoyouneed?

Ntombi:thiskidwantsaspidermancake.Iam



goingtosendyouthepictureonWhatsApp.

ThentencupcakesbecauseIam planningon

inviting10kidstocelebratewithhim.

SINDI:ohothatsnotalotIthink.Andintermsof

food?

Ntombi:kiddieburgers,ribs,wings,chipsand

juices.Whatdoyouthink?

SINDI:soundsgood.Whatabouttheadults,

parentskidswhoaregoingtoaccompanytheir

kidstoyourparty?

Ntombi:Iwillgetplattersanddrinksfor

everyone.Atleasttheladywhodoesthem

haven'tdroppedmekeyena.



SINDI:okaymfazi,letmegetoffthisphoneand

seethecakesoIcanstartonit.

Ntombi:Ioweyoubigtime.

TheyendthecallandSINDIopensher

WhatsApp.Shenolongerbakesfatcakesand

bunsnow.Butherbusinesshasexpandedto

thatofcakes.

Yangacreatedsocialmediapagesforher

whereshedisplayandpostsherworkand

peoplearesupportingherinnumbers.

DRZimeleleNtuli

Hekeepscheckinghiswatchandsippingonhis



water.It'shisfirstofficialdatewithSphesince

thatday.

Thefirsttimeheactuallysawherwasatthe

hospitalwherehermotherwasgivingbirth.He

couldn'ttalktoherthatdaybecausealotwas

happening

Whenhesawheragain,heknewthathehadto

makehismoveandapproachher.Hewasvery

nervoussinceshewasinacompanyofgirls,

butitturnedoutthatSpheisactuallyacool

chick,theyclickedinstantly.

Shefinallyarrivesandfirstthingthatturnshim

offisthedress.It'stoorevealingforhisliking,

thenthelonghairandmakeup.



Sphe:I'm sorry,trafficwasmad.

Zimelele:it'ssorudetokeepapersonwaiting

onyourfirstdate,youknow?

Sphe:likeIsaid,trafficwashectic.OtherwiseI

wouldn'thavekeptyouwaitingthislong.You

haven'tevenofferedmeaseatyetyouare

scoldingme.

Zime:(gettingoffhischair)mybad.I'm sorry.

Howareyou?

Heaskshuggingherandthenpullsachairfor

her.

Sphe:I'm goodthanks.It'ssohot,Ineedaglass



ofwine.

Zime:youdrinkinthemiddleoftheweek?

Sphe:everyday,andyou?

Zime:Idon'tdrink...

Sphe:owh,that'sbadbecauseIdrink.Ihopeyou

won'thaveaproblem withthat?

Zime:aslongasyouareabletohandleyour

alcohol,I'llbefine.

Sphe:youcanrelax,Iam notthetypethatgets

drunkandgetontopofthetables.



Zime:that'sarelief.Youlookbeautifulbythe

way,allthoughallmypossessionareouton

display.

Sphe:(fixingherdresstoshowmoreofher

cleavage)that'sthewholepoint,tocharm you..

Zime:(chucklingsoftly)Sphe,Ilovemylady

sophisticatedandclassyinpublicokay?You

canbeseductiveallyouwantwhenweare

privatebutit'sreallymakesmeuncomfortable

havingmenundressingyouwiththeireyes

whilewithme.

Sphe:yooh,okayI'm sorry.Ididn'tmeanto

makeyouuncomfortable.



Zime:don'tworrysweetheart,I'm notmad.At

leastyouwillrememberthatwhenwegoout

again.Sohowwasyourday?

Sphe:it'sbeenaveryhecticweek.IfI'm not

planningmybabybrother'sbirthdayparty,Iam

assistinginplanningforagraduationparty,

babyshowerandhousewarmingpartyformy

sister.

Zime:somuchadmin,whyistheguynothiring

apropereventplannerforallofthat?

Spheshootshim alookandacceptsherglass

ofwinewhenit'sarrives.

Sphe:Iactuallydon'tminddoingitforher.I

meanshe'smybabysister.



Zime:Iknow.It'sjustthatyouarehardly

availableandIreallywanttospendmuchtime

withyou.Gettingtoknowyoubetteryouknow?

ImeanIhavealreadymadearrangementsthat

weflytoCapeTownSaturdaymorningfor

breakfast.

Sphe:ohreally?That'ssweet.

Zime:butIsupposeIhavetocancelbecause

youwillbeattendingyourbabybrother's

birthdaypartyright?

Sphe:no,there'snoneedtocancel.Imeanthe

partyisaround1pm.I'm surewewillbebackby

thensowecango.



Zimesmilesandtakeherhandsintohiskissing

them.

Zime:youaredrivingmecrazyMissXulu.I

thinkyouaregoingtobemyaddiction.

Sphesmilesandherphonerings.Zipho'sname

poponthescreen.Shepullsherhandsback.

Sphe:pleaseexcuseme,Ihaveto..

Zime:no!Thisisourmoment.

HesayssnatchingSphe'sphoneandswitching

itoffandplaceitfacedown.



Thewaitresslooksatthem inaweandchooses

tosmiletohidehershockatwhatshejust

witnessed.

Waiter:goodevening,canIpleasetakeyour

orders?

Tobecontinued.
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Chapter39

ZIME



Asmuchasthingsstartedoffwithsome

awkwardness,heishappythattheyendedtheir

eveningonahighnote.

Heiswalkinghertohercarwithhisjacketover

hershoulderssincetheweatherisnowchilly.

Theystandbyhercar.

ZIME:Ihadagreattimetonight,youaresuch

anamazingwoman.Pleaseacceptmy

apologiesforearlier,Ididn'tmeantoreactthat

way.

Sphe:youfreakedmeoutbutit'sallforgiven.

Pleasedon'tdoitagain.

ZIME:Ipromisenotto.YouarejusteverythingI

havealwayslookedforinawomanSphe.I



alwayssaidwhenIturn30I'm goingtomarry.

Trustme,thepast2yearsIhavebeenlooking

formyidealkindofwifewithnoluck.

UntilImetyou.IneedyoutoknowthatIam in

thisforverylongandnotplanningon

celebratingmjoloanniversaries.

Sphe:that'snicetohear,I'm lookingforwardinto

knowingmoreaboutyou.

ZIME:samehere,CapeTownisgoingtobefun.

CanIpleasekissyou?

Sphe:(blushing)youdon'thavetoask.

ZIME:(steppingcloserandliftingherchinup)I



believeinconsent.

Heplaceshislipsonhers.Theyaresosoftand

tender,makeshim wonderhowtheywould

taste...Hepullshislipsbackwhenhisthoughts

escalatestothatpoint.

ZIME:Iguessweshouldcallitanight.Drive

safelyandcallmewhenyougethome.Okay?

Sphe:(smiling)Iwilldefinitelydothat.

Heopensthedoorforherandshegetsintothe

driver'sseatstartinghercar.Hestepsbackand

watchasshewavesandhootathim drivingoff.

ZIME:(smiling)MrsNtuli,soundsperfect.



ZIPHO

It'sJunior'sbirthdaypartymorningpreparations

day.DanielgaveherhislatestBMW touseand

instructedhernottodomuchworkthat

requireshertobeonherfeetforlong.

ZiphogoestoSphe'sbedroom carryingMbali

andknockonthedoor.Shefindsherdoing

makeup.

Zipho:dollingyourselfsoearlyinthemorning,I

thoughtthepartystartsat1?

Sphe:Iam goingtoCapeTown,remember?



Zipho:youarestillgoingthereevenafterthe

talkwehadSphe?

Sphe:Zipho,pleasedon'tstart.It'sjust

breakfast.Capetownistwohoursawaywhen

flying.By11wewillbetakingaturnback.

Zipho:whyareweactingasifwedon'tknow

whatisgoingtohappenonceyougetthere?

Sphe:Idon'tunderstandwhyareyouso

negativeaboutthis.Youshouldbehappyfor

methatfinallyIhaveaguymyagewhoisgiving

mewhatIhavealwayswanted!

Zipho:Ihavenoproblem withyougoingout

withthisguy.It'sthetimingSphe.Todayshould

beallaboutfamily.I'm surethisguycan



understandthat

Sphe:whatfamily?Youmeanyourfamily?

Zipho:pardon?

Sphe:Juniorisyourbrother,youbeingaround

isenough.Besides,I'm comingback...

Zipho:whateverSphe.Ihopeyouknowwhat

youaredoing.

Sphe:trustme,I'm wellawareofeverything.

Ziphonodsandwalkoutofthebedroom.This

newloveisclearlydrivinghermad.



ShespotshermotherandYangaarrivingwith

thecakesandgoestothem.Theyexchange

greetings.

SINDI:didyousleephere?

Zipho:no,Idrovehere,it'snotbeenlongsinceI

arrived.Dowehaveeverything?

SINDI:yes,letmetakeittothedecorlady.

Yanga:what'sup?

Zipho:nothing,let'sjustmakesurethisdayis

perfect.



YangatakesMbalifrom Ziphoandplayswith

herandJuniorcomestothem stillwearinghis

pyjamas.

Zipho:heybirthdayboy.Goodmorningmylove.

Godyouaresotall,areyousureyouareturning

6or16today?

Shesaysevolvingthelittleboyintoahug.

Junior:didyoubuymeapresent?

Zipho:therewasnowayIwasgoingtoforgetit.

Gobrushyourteethandchangeintotheclothes

yourmom tookoutforyou.Wearegoingtogo

outforbreakfastbeforeyourparty.



Junior:yaas!Isthatyourcar?It'ssobigand

beautiful.

Zipho:noit'snotmycar.It'smyfriend'scar.

Nowhurrysowecango.

Yanga:howwasitdrivingthebeast?

Zipho:mntasethatcarisaminiprivatejet.

BeingthenewdriverthatIam,it'ssoroadand

userfriendly.ImightconvinceDanieltogiveit

tome

Yanga:andhewon'tsayno.

Zipho:I'm jokinghaibo,Idon'twanttotakean

advantage.



Juniorreturnsafter5minutes.Ziphoopensthe

doorforhim andputontheseatbelt.

Zipho:mntase,wearegoingtobeback.

SPHE

TheyfinallymakeittoTheBayHotelinCape

Town.Spheisinawareofthebeautyofthis

hotel.LasttimeshewasinCapetownwas3

yearsbackandtheydidn'treachthisside.

Sphe:thisplaceisamazing.Babe!

Zime:Iknowright?Doyoulikeit?



Sphe:Iloveit!OhmyGod,thankyou.

Shesayshugginghim.Theyarecoincidentally

wearingmatchingoutfits.Bothofthem arein

shorts,Niketekkiesandt-shirts.

Zime:Imustsayyouarelookingamazingbaby.

Ilovethislookonyou.Andthecolorofyourlips,

goddam!

Spheblushesandtheyhavetheirbreakfast

talkingaboutwork,friends,colleaguesand

everything.

Zime:haveyoubeentoRobernisland?

Sphe:no,Iam seriouslyafraidoftoomuch



waterandRIisjustinmiddleofthewater.

Zime:(laughing)comeon,howdoyouswim or

takeashower?

Sphe:Idon'tswim,Iputmylegsinsideandtake

picturesinapool.

Zime:okaythen.Onedaywhenwehaveenough

timewe'lltryitout,withme...Comewithme,I

wanttoshowyousomething

Hetakesherhandandtheywalkthroughthe

hoteltothehugebedroom.Themomentshe

walksin,shedropherhandbagandgoestothe

hugewindowandwatchoutside.



ThebeautifulviewandhowcloseistheTable

mountainisappalling.Zimegetsclosertoher

andwraphishandsaroundherwaist.

Zime:(whisperinginherears)thisisperfect,I

canstayherewithyouforever.

Sphe:it'sreallycalm,Iloveittoo.

Zime:andIloveyou.

Spheturnaroundandlooksathim.Hepullsher

closertohisfaceandtheykiss.Thekissgets

sointenseandtheyendupinthebed

undressingoneanother.

Zime:(whispering)yourphone'sringing...



Sphe:I'llgetitlater.

ShehelpsZimeoutofhist-shirtandrollshim

overtobeontopofhim.Zimewatchesin

admirationasshetakesoffhert-shirt.

Zime:youaresuchafreak!Comehere.

Hepullshertowardshim,hishandsonherass

astheykisshungrilyforeachother.

NTOMBI

Everythingissetandready.Shehasbeen

callingSpheanumberoftimesbutsheisnot

pickingup.



SINDI:stillnoluck?

Ntombi:no,Idon'tknowwhatthischildisdoing

tomehonestly.Butlet'scontinue,theguests

aregettinganxiouswithallthewaiting.

ThebirthdaypartyresumesandJunioristhe

happiestwhentheysingforhim andgivehim

presents.Everyoneishavingagreattime.

LATER

Mostpeoplehaveleft,YangadrovewithZipho

withSindi'sstuff.Sindiremainedbehindtohelp

cleareverything.



Ntombi:thekidsarefinallysleeping,nowIcan

havemyglassofwine.Doyoudrink?

Sindi:notreally,itmakesmefeelsomehow.

Ntombi:YoohSINDI,youarenoteven40yetbut

alreadyactinglikeanoldlady.

Sindi:Iwillbe40infewmonthssopleaselet

mebe.

Ntombi:whatever,winemakesyouageless.

Here'saglasshavesome.

Shesayspouringitforherselfandrestsonthe

couch.SINDIjoinsinandtakesasip.



Ntombi:Iam sosotired,buttodaywasa

success.Thanksforchippingin.

Sindi:it'snothingreally.I'm gladIcouldhelp.

Thiswinetastesgood.

Ntombi:right?Melusiusedtobuyitinbulk.I'm

sorry,didn'tmeantotalktohim incaseyou

maythinkI'm bragging.

Sindi:(smiling)don'tbesilly,youobviously

spentmoretimewithhim thatIdidsoit'sokay.

Iunderstandreally.

Theladieschatswiththebottlegoingdown,

laughtergoingup.Onewouldsweartheyareold

friends.



Ntombi:Sphehaven'treturnedmycallsbutshe

hasanerveofviewingmystatusupdates.

Sindi:forgiveherthisonceNtombi.I'm sure

whateveritis,canbeexplainable...

Ntombi:shebrokemyheart,Juniorlovesherso

muchandsheknowsthat.

Sindi:yousee,ifyouaregettingallemotionalat

meI'm goingtoleave.

Ntombi:leavewherewhiledrunk?Stopbeing

delusional,thehouseissobig.Gotakeabath

I'llprepareabedroom foryou.

Sindigetsupmaintainingastraightwalkand



headstothebathroom withherglassofwine.

Sheputsinwaterinthetub,withallthe

lavenders.

Sherelaxesinsidethewarm water,hereyes

closedwiththewineglasshalfemptyonher

hand.

Thefeelingissodamngreat,somethinginher

prompthertotouchherself.Shefirstlyresist

theurgebutfinallyrunsherfingersaroundher

cookieslowly.

Sindi:(lickingherlipswithhereyesclosed)

mhmm..

Shesaysaspleasurestartsbuildingupfrom

herfingersrubbingherself.Thedooropenand



shejumpsfrightened.NtombiIsonhersleeping

gownalready.

Ntombi:I'm sorry,Ishouldhaveknocked.I

wantedtogiveyouthese.

Shesaysputtingthetowelsandagownontop

ofthetoiletseat.Sindiissoembarrassedeven

lookatNtombi.

Ntombi:haibomfazidon'tbesoembarrassed.

It'ssonormalwhatyouaredoing.Imeaneven

withMelusialive,Iusedtodoit.There'sno

pleasurethatbeatstouchingyourself.

Sindisighsandfinishesuptheremainingwine.



Sindi:canyoubringmore?

Ntombitakestheglassandreturnswithitfull.

Shesitsattheedgeofthebath.

Ntombi:howlonghasitbeen?19years?

Sindi:it'sbeenadroughtseasonmfazi...

Ntombiputsherhandinsidethewater,getsit

betweenSindi'sthighs.

Sindi:whatareyoudoing?

Ntombi:shhhh,I'm curingthespiderwebsin

here...



HerfingerstouchesSindi'sfoldsrubbingitall

thewaytotheclit.Sindimoansholding

Ntombi'shandindicatingthatsheshouldgo

deeper

Sindi:(moaning)mhmmm,thisfeelswrongbut

goodatthesametime.

Ntombitakesitfurtherandkissesher.Toher

surprise,Sindikissesherback.

(Removescenetocomeonchapter40)

Tobecontinued...
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Chapter40

SINDI

Whatishappeningrightnowbetweenherand

Ntombiissomethingsheneverimaginedeven

onherwildestdreamsever.

Imeansheheardandsawwomendatingother

women.She'salwaysbeencuriousabouttheir

sexuallifestyleinthosekindofrelationships.

Now,thirstyandalcoholareaddinguptoher

curiosityandsheisunabletoresistNtombi's

touch.

Ntombiisabeautifulwoman,evenwitha3and



halfmonthsbabysuchhaven'ttakenawayfrom

her.Shealwaysconsoledherselfbythatfactor

whenaquestionastowhyMelusilefther

lingeredhermind.

Ntombi:Ithinkyoushouldfinishupyourbath.

I'llmeetyouinyourroom

Sindi:okay.

REMOVED

SPHE

Zimereturnswithallthedeliciousfoodand

drinks.It'sbeenanamazingdayspentwithhim.



Theyhavebeensexingeachotherlikecrazy.

Thistimeit'slookslikeshehasmethermatch.

Guy'ssexualappetiteisbig.

Zime:didyoumissme?

Sphe:likecrazy.Yourphonehasbeenringing.

Zimereachesforitandsmilesreadingthe

messages.

Zime:ohthat'smymother.She'saskingme

aboutthegirlonmystatus.Lookslikeshe

approvesbeforeshecanactuallyseesyou

Sphesmiles.Thisrighthereisadream come

true.Shehaslostanumberoftimesshe



silentlythankedGodforZime.

Zime:right,I'm donerespondingtoher.Where

werewe?

Sphe:weweretalkingaboutfamilies,Ihadjust

toldyouaboutnineandyouwereabouttotell

meaboutyoursbeforeyoulefttogetoutstuff.

Zime:ohyes.AsIwassaying,I'm actuallya

simpleperson.Iwasbornwithasilverspoon,I

won'tlieaboutthat.

Mydadisinthepoliticswhilemymother

travelledtheworldinheryouthacting,singing

andmodelling.



Sphe:soyouarearichkidkahlekahle?

Zime:prettymuchalthoughIreallyworkedhard

foreverythingthatIhave.Myparentswerevery

strictwithmoney.

TheymadesurethatIearnedeverythingthing

thatIwanted.Ijustdidn'tgeteverything

becausetheywereabletoprovide,nope

Sphe:that'snice.Sodoyouhaveanysiblings?

Zime:anannoyinglittlesister.She'sbecoming

ateenagerandI'm stressing.Ishouldbuyagun

Sphe:(laughing)whatfor?



Zime:toshootanyonethatcomesnearher.

Especiallymygender..

Sphe:isthatso?Whoshootsyouforbeingwith

me?

Zime:(smiling)I'm takingadvantagebecause

Juniorisstillyoung.Trustme,whenhegetsto

the12thagehewillbeverypossessive

Sphe:Iam feelingsorryforMbali.

Shekeepsquiterealisinghowbadthisis.No

matterwhat,theyareherfamily.

Zime:hey,don'tbesad.We'llgetJunioranice

expensivepresent,takehim outtomakeoutfor



missinghisparty.

I'm sosorryyoucouldn'tgobacktoit.

Sphe:it'smewhoinsistedwestayedremember?

I'm notworriedaboutJunior.

Heisakid,andtheyforgetandforgiveseasily.

There'ssomanybirthdaypartiesI'm goingto

attend.

Zime:thenwhatareyouworriedabout?

Sphe:Ijustfeellikemysisterismadatmeof

whichIfinditunfair.Imeansheknowshowisit

liketobeinlove.

Sheisforeverwithhermanandnowit'san



issuewhenIdothesame?

Zime:doyouwantmyhonestadvice?Ithink

sheisjealous.

Sphe:(chuckling)noways,Ziphowouldneverbe

jealousforme.Shegotalmosteverythingshe

wants.

Zime:exactlywhyshewouldbejealous

becauseshewantstobetheonlyonereceiving

suchattentionandlove.

Sphe:youthinkso?

Zime:trustme.Heractionssaysitall.Imean

friendswillwantyoutodowellbutnotmore



thanthem.

Sphelayherheadintohischestandthinkabout

hejustsaid.It'struebutshefindsitdifficultto

matchituptoZipho.She'snotthatpersonatall.

ZIPHO

Gettingtothekitchen,shefindshermother

makingabreakfasthummingasong.

Zipho:goodmorningmother.

Sindi:goodmorningsweetheart.Howareyou

andmybeautifulgranddaughterdoingtoday?

Zipho:wearegood.Whendidyougetback



becausewewenttosleepwithyounotback?

Sindi:earlythismorning,youguyssleepuntilthe

sungetsintoyourassesthat'stheproblem.Sit

downandletmefeedyoutwo.

Zipho:(pullingachair)youareinagood

morningthismorning.DidyouwinsomeLotto?

Sindi:hahahaha,youaresilly.Juice,teaorcold

drink?

Zipho:juicewillbefinethankyou.

Shesmileswatchinghermothergoingupa

down.SomethingIsdefinitelydifferentwithher.

Sheistryingtokeepittogetherbuta.a..mogirl



ishappy.

Yangafinallymakesittothekitchen.Shegreets

them andtheysaygraceeatingtheirbreakfast.

Sindi:pleasewashthedishes.I'm goingto

changeandheadout

Yanga:whereareyougoingto?

Sindi:town.

Sheleavesbeforeshecanevenaskanother

question.

Zipho:(amused)whatisitwithyourmother?



Yanga:Iwasabouttoaskthesame!

Zipho:shelookslikesomeonewhojustgotlaid

Yanga:aiboZipho!

Zipho:I'm tellingyou.Webothknowthatsmile.

Don'ttellmeyoudon'tseetheglow.

Yanga:well,evenifthatissuchthecase,I'm

happyforher.Shedeservesit.

Zipho:samehere.YouknowI'm allabouther

livingthebestlifeandbehappy.Aslongasthe

persontreatsherwellanddoesn'trepeatwhat

daddo,I'm happy.



Yanga:peoplearefallinginloveandmeeting

theirpeoplethesedays.

ImeanhaveyouseenSphe'sinstagram posts?

ShemakesmesbwlCapeTownshame.

Zipho:Capetownisjustaroundthecorner

babes,letmeknowifyouwanttovisitwe'll

arrangeit.

Yanga:youdon'tapproveofSphe'srelationship

right?

Zipho:whoam Itohaveasayinwhatshedoes

andwithwho?Look,Spheisanadultokayand

canbewithwhoevershewantstobewith.



Igenuinelywanthertobehappyandflourish.

Thepastmonthshavebeenalottoher.Iknow

shemayactasifsheokaybutIknowsheisn't.

Yanga:thisthingoffindingoutNtombiisnot

herherbiologicalmotherneh?

Zipho:yesandifyouhavenoticed,herbehavior

changedafterthat.NotthatIblameherbut,I

wishthisZimedudeistheoneforherbecause

shedeservesthat

Apeacefulrelationshipthat'sgoingtohealall

thewoundsandfillinthegap.

Yanga:Ihearyou.Butotherwise,I'm excitedto

meetmyniecesoon...



Zipho:Ican'twaitforthisnieceofyoursto

comeout.Im tired.

Yanga:justamonthandfewweeksaway

Mama.Bepatient.

Zipho:Iam.Youknowmntasethere's

somethingthatsilentlybothersme.

Yanga:whatisit?

Zipho:Lindiwe'sdisappearance.Mcebosaidhe

lastheardfrom heramonthagoandshestill

doesn'tsaywhereonearthsheis.

Yanga:whywouldthatbotheryou?Imeanthe



womanwassuchapain.

Zipho:(shrugging)notknowingwheresheis

worriesme,andIheardthatBandileisoutof

comma.

Yanga:shamemarn,Iwonderifhismemorystill

worksaftersuchalongtimebeingout.

Sindishowsupalldresseduplookingproper

andthegirlshypeherup.

Zipho:girlie!Yangarunandgetmyphonesowe

cantakepicturesofher!

Sindi:(smiling)yourdrama!Getoutofmyway

I'm late!



Zipho:twominutesofyourtimemama.Where

areyougoingto?

Sindi:likeIsaid,I'm goingtotowntohavesome

lunchwithafriend

Zipho:isyourfriendamaleorfemale?

Sindi:thischild!YouaresonoseyandI'm not

answeringthat!

ShesayswalkingtothedoorleavingZipho

laughing.

Zipho:mama,yourpictures?



Sindi:awungiyeke!(Leavemealone)

ZIME

Theyarefinallybackfrom CapeTown.Now

theyareatakiddiesshopbuyingJuniora

birthdaygift.

HereturnsandfindsSphetalkingtosomeone.

From whereheisstanding,hecantellthatthe

manisrichandoldofcourse.

Hisappearancescreamsmoneywithouthim

actuallysayinganything.Asheapproaches

them,hehearshim tellingSphethatheisgoing

totellDustinhesawherandwalkout.



Sphe:ohbabeyouback?Didyougetthebike

wewanted?

Zime:yesIdid.

Sphe:Iguessourshoppingisconcludednow.

Wecanpayandgo.Ineedtogethomeasap

andgivehim allofthis.

Zime:(clearinghisthroat)whowasthat?

Sphe:oh,thatisZipho'sboyfriendandbaby

daddy.

Zime:she'sdatingsuchanoldman?Wow.

Sphe:babecomeon,don'tbejudgemental.Age



isjustannumber

Zime:I'm notandwhoisthisDustinhewas

talkingabout?

Sphe:hisbrother,myex.

Zime:oh.

Sphe:(pullinghishand)comelet'spay.

Suddenlyheisuncomfortableaboutthis.It

meanshisbrotherisarichtoo.SoSpheandher

sisterdatedbrothers?Adoubledatekindof

thing?Soifshe'swithZipho,chancesarethis

guycanshowupwithhisbrotherandtheycan

gettochilltogether?



Sphe:youalright?

Sheasksafteramomentofsilencewithhim

thinkingaboutthis.

Zime:I'm good.Howmuchwillthatcost?

Heaskstodistractherfrom askinghim alotof

questions.

Tobecontinued.
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Chapter41

ZIME

AfterpartingwayswithSphe,hedrivestohis

father'sestate.Hismotherhasbeenonhis

casetogetafullupdateabouthisnew

girlfriend.

Zime:heymubi!

Hesaysteasinghissister.Sherollshereyesat

him.

Lungile:saystheugliestoneonearth!

Zime:(laughing)younglady,haveyoutakena



properlookatme?Please!

Lungile:okusalayo,youareugly,dadisahottie

thanyou.

Zime:that'smydad,youareadopted...

Lungile'ssmiledisappearsimmediatelyand

callsathermother.

Lungile:Mama!Yousee,Zimeissayingthis

thingagain!

Slindilewalkstotheloungewherethesetwo

arearguing.

Slindile:heynina!Whatisit?Areyounowkids?



WenaZime,howmanytimeshaveItoldyouto

stopsayingLungileisadopted?

Zime:(amused)butIam justmessingwithher

Mom...

Slindile:shedoesn'tlikeit.Stopit.

Zime:okay,I'm sorry,okay?Iwon'tsayyouare

adoptedagain.

Lungileleavesthem goingtoherroom.

Slindile:ubhiziugconainganeyamilana,yini

abakuphathangakahleyinieCapeTown?(You

arebusyprovokingmychild,didn'ttheytreat

youwellatCapeTown?)



Zime:CapeTownwasfine.Ireallyenjoyed

spendingtimewithher.Sheisamazing.

Slindile:shelookslikealaidbackladyandvery

beautifultoo.Iapproveshame.

Zime:youhaven'tseenheryetbutyoualready

approve?

Slindile:likeI'm saying,lookingatherpictureI

cantellthatshe'sgoingtobeaperfectmakoti.I

hopethisonewillendupasMrsNtuliandyou

willtreatherrightZime.

Zime:Iwillmama,IpromisethatthistimeI'lldo

everythingright.Sheisanamazingwoman...



Slindile:but?

Zime:Idon'tlikehowshedothingssometimes

andthecompanyshekeeps.

Slindile:haiboson!Howlonghaveyoubeen

withthisgirl?Twoweeksandalreadyyouwant

tobosshowshelivesherlife?

Zime:notbossherperserbut..

Slindile:nobutshereZime!Thisishowitstarts.

Whatisthis?Trustme,yourfatherandIwon't

bailyououtthistimeyoumessup.Youare

goingtolooseyourlicenseandweshallsee

howyoumoveonfrom that.



Zime:Ihearyoumother,I'm goingtotryand

takethingseasy.

Slindile:yourproblem hereisthatthisSphe

chickisn'tlikethegirlsyouareusedto.Icantell

thatmoneyandindependenceit'ssomething

she'susedto.

Myadvice,usesomethingelsetokeepher.

Love,respectandloyaltyZime.

Zime:Ihearyoumother.IsfatherStillatthe

office?

Slindile:youknowyourdadandpolitics.Come

andhelpmefinishthismeal.



SINDI

TheyarehavingalunchwithNtombiattown

afterbuyingfewthingsforherbakingbusiness.

Sindi:arewegoingtotalkaboutyesterday?

Ntombi:doyouwanttotalkaboutit?

Sindi:yes.

Ntombi:okay,let'stalkaboutit...

Sindi:whatdoesitmean?



Ntombi:Sindi,wearebothadultshere.Whatwe

hadwasharmlessfun,there'snothingmoreto

it.

Wearestillgoingtomeetotherpeople,men

obviouslysothat'sit.Unlessofcourseyou

wanttodoitagain,itwouldn'tbeaproblem.

Sindi:atleastthat'sthecase.Ijustdon'twanta

situationwherebyonecatchesfeelsandend

upcausingproblemsfortheother

Ntombi:hahahaIenjoyedyoubuttrustme,I

can'tberomanticallyinvolvedwithyou.

I'llhurtyou,IguessI'm thecheatistbynature

nje.



Sindi:(laughing)youarecrazyshame.ButnowI

understandwhymyhusbandleftandnever

returned.Youknowyourstory

Ntombi:please..canwenottalkaboutthat

ghost?Lethim restinpeaceifhe'sinpeaceand

enjoylife.

DANIEL

HeisattheirgaragewithDustinhavingachillax

talkingaboutbusinessasusual.

Dustin:yourengagementdayisapproaching.

Areyouready?

Daniel:Iam andnervous.Keepingthisfrom



ZiphoprovestobedifficulteverydaybutIam

trying

Dustin:Ihopeyouwon'tslipanddroptheballat

last.

Daniel:no,afterkeepingsuchasecretsolong?

Hellno!Bytheway,Isawyourexyesterday.

Dustin:whichone?

Daniel:Sphe...

Dustin:Sphedoesn'tqualifytobecalledmyex

becauseweneverdated.

Daniel:whateveryoudidke.Isawherandshe



waswithsomeguywholookedcocky.

Dustin:andyouaretellingmethisbecause?

Daniel:noreasonatall,I'm justgossiping.

Dustin:(clickinghistongue)datingayoung

womanruinedyouneh?Nowyouareagossip

man!

Daniel:(laughing)whyareyouangry?Isit

becauseIsaidSphewaswithaman?

Dustin:please,Idon'thaveanyreasontobe

jealous.InfactIam happythatsheismoving

on.



Daniel:yousure?

Rightthenasportscarpullsupandboth

brotherslookatthecar.Thedrivergetsoutofit,

takesoffhisshadesandhiswalletgivingthe

attendedtheamountneededtobepaidup

HelookatDanielandDustinwithoutsaying

anythingandgoesinsidetobuywater.

Daniel:that'stheguyshewaswithyesterday..

Dustin:youserious?

Daniel:I'm tellingyou.Makesmewonderwhy

heishere.Coulditbeacoincidence?



Dustin:Idoubt.

Hetakesouthisphoneandtakeapictureofit's

numberplateandreturnittohispockets.

Zimereturnsfrom thegarageandgetinsidehis

cardrivingaway.DanieltapsonDustin's

shoulder.

Daniel:don'tdoanythingtothepoorguy.

ZIPHO

SheischillingwithSpheatDaniel'shouse.She

drovebyafterwork.

Sphe:IjustthoughtIshouldcomebyandsee



you.ButmostlytoapologiseforSaturday.Ifeel

likeit'sdrivingthewedgebetweenus.

Zipho:I'm gladyouarerealisingthetensionyour

actioncaused.Sphe,iunderstandthatyouare

inloveandweallknowthatnewlovedrivesone

crazy.

Butpromisemeyouarenotgoingtoallowitto

divideyourfrom yourfamily?

Sphe:itwon'tgettothatIpromise.Ijustgot

carriedawayandZimeisamazing.

Zipho:youlookhappy,andforthatIwilltryto

accepthim.



Sphe:givehim time,youaregoingtolikehim.

He'ssuchanamazingguy,uptodatewith

what'shappeningaroundtheworld.Likehecan

keepaconversation.

Zipho:(smiling)lookatyouallsmitten?I'm so

happyforyoumntase.Everygirldeservessuch

love.

Sphe:Iknowright.Imeanwhocouldhave

thoughtthatonedayIwillbesomuchinlove?

Zipho:therecomesatimeonehavetogrowand

changeherways.Imean,lookatme.

IknowIalwayswantedfamilyandstarbilitybut

Ineverthoughtitwasgoingtocomesosoon.



Sphe:whentimehascome,ithascome.

Sphe'sphoneringsandsheanswerswitha

smile.

Sphe:babe?

Zime:heybabe,I'm heretofetchyou.

Sphe:(frowning)fetchmefrom where?

Zime:comeonbabe,yoursister'splaceof

course.

Sphedropsthecalllookinguncomfortable.



Zipho:whatisit?

Sphe:Zimesaysheisheretofetchme.Canyou

openforhim?

Zipho:howdoesheknowthisplace?

Sphe:Ihavenoidea.Idon'tremembertelling

him whereyoustay.

ZipholooksatSphewithaconcernandopens

upforhim.Momentslaterhewalksin.It'sthe

firsttimesheseeshim closeandinperson.She

alreadyknowsthatshedoesn'tlikehim buthas

tokeepittogetherforSphe.

Zime:ladiesgoodafternoon.Itakeityouare



theeZiphomygirlalwaystalkabout?

Zipho:theoneandonly.

Zime:pleasedtoknowyou.I'm Zime.

Zipho:Ialreadyknow.Tellme,howdidyou

knowwhereIstayed?

Zime:Iresearched.

Zipho:(poppinghereyesout)whywouldyou

researchmyplaceagain?

Zime:soIcanknowwheretofindmygirlfriend

whenI'm lookingforher.



Zipho:Isee.Wellthisisnotmyhouse.Next

timedon'tjustshowupokay?Theownerofthis

housewon'tlikeit.

Sphe:guysstopit.ZiphoI'm sureitisreallynot

thatdeep.CanIuseyourbathroom beforeI

leave?

Zipho:sure,youknowwhereitis.

Sphetakesherbaganddisappeartothe

bathroom.ZimetakesastepclosertoZipho.

Zime:whydoIgetafeelingthatyoudon'tlike

meZipho?



Zipho:whyareyoumakingyourselfso

important?Idon'tknowyou.Ihavenodesireto

likeyounorhateyou.

Soeaseupontheinsecuritiesokay?Ijusttold

youIdon'twantyoutoshowupinmyhouse

unexpected.

Zime:areyoujealousthatSpheisactually

datingamanthatmatchesherstandard?

Educated,richandhandsome?

Zipholaughs,shecracksupclappingherhands.

Zipho:lookatthisone,pleasechillokay?You

arenowayclosetothekindofmanSphedated

okay?Restplease...



ZimedoestheunexpectedandgrabZipho's

wrists.

Zime:(breathingdownherneck)letmetellyou

something,sinceyouarebeingpoliteaboutit,I

won't.Idon'tlikeyou,notevenonebit.

YouhavesomuchpowerandinfluencetoSphe

andIdon'tlikeit.Stayinyourlaneandstop

feedingherwhateverrubbishyoumaybe

feedingheraboutme

Wearenotgoingtobreakupokay?She'sthe

nextMrsNtuli,whetheryoulikeitornot.Keep

beinganuisance,youwon'tlikewhat'sgoingto

happentoyou.

Youknow,inmyexperienceasamedicaldoctor,



Ihavecomeacrosscasessuchaswomenlike

youfallingontheirstomachandthebabydying.

Zipho:areyouthreateningmeZime?

Daniel:what'sgoingonhere?

Heasksstandingbythedoor.Zimequicklylet

goofZiphoandfakesasmile.RightthenSphe

returnfrom thebathroom andfindthewhole

room inaawkwardmode.

Sphe:guys,whatisit?

ZiphotakestwostepsgoingtoDanielandstop

whenherwaterbreaks..



Zime:(shoutinginemergency)she'sgoinginto

labor!!

Tobecontinued.
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(Unedited)

DANIEL

Whenthisguyshoutedtheword"labor"he

madesureheattendstoZiphoimmediately.



Daniel:babyareyouokay?Areyouinanypain?

Whatdidhedotoyou?

Zime:wehavetogetherintohospitalandhelp

herdelivery...

Daniel:eishutupwena,I'm talkingtomy

woman!Whoareyouinmyhousevele?

Sphe:he'smyboyfriendDaniel,hecamehereto

getme.

Daniel:IsawyourcaroutsideSphe,wasI

mistaken?

Sphelooksdownunabletoexplainthisthingto

Daniel.Lookingathim,Danielcanfeelthat



somethingisoffwithhim butnowit'snotthe

timetoattendtohim

Daniel:Sphesihle,takeyourguyandleavemy

houseplease.

Sphe:butIcan'tleaveZiphoInthissituation.

Daniel:it'sokay,youcanstay,buthecan't

Zime:(chuckling)wow,youguysarealready

discriminatingmeinthisfamily?

Sphe:Zime,babeplease.I'llcometoyoulater.

Zime:youpromise?



Sphe:(kissinghim)Ipromise

ZimesighsandlockhisforeheadonSphe's.

Zime:okay,Iloveyou.Don'tdoanythingI

wouldn'tdo.

HewalksoutandDanielturnstoZipho.

Daniel:yousureyouareokay?

Zipho:Iam okay,notfeelinganypainbutI'm

worried.It'sstillsoon,have4weekstogo

beforedelivery.



Sphe:Zipho,weneedtogetyoutoahospital

andmakesureyouareokay.

I'm goingtogetyourmaternitybagandwecan

go.Daniel,callherdoctorsotheycanknowthat

weareontheway.

SpheleavesforZipho'sbagandDanielkneels

infrontofZiphotakingherhandsintohis.

Daniel:talktome.Rememberwepromised

eachotherthatwewon'tkeepanysecretsright?

Whatdidthatmorondoorsaidtoyou?Tellme,

I'm here.

Zipho'seyesformstearsimmediately



Zipho:hethreatenedthelifeofourdaughter

Daniel.

Daniel:whatdidhesay?

Zipho:hesaidhehascomeacrosssomany

incidentsofpregnantwomenfallingontheir

stomachandthebabydies

AllthatbecauseIcautionedhim byshowingup

hereoutoftheblue.Hewentonandsaidhe

hatesme,IhaveabadinfluenceonSphe.

Daniel:(kissingbothherhandsandforehead)I

don'twantyoutoworryabouthim okay?Right

nowIjustwantyoutobreathandpreparefor

thenextmoment.



Inhoursfrom now,wearegoingtomeetour

longawaitedprincess.

ZiphosmilesthroughhertearsandDaniel

kissesherdeeply.

Daniel:Iloveyou,thankyouformakingmethis

happyandbringingmyhopeintoloveagain.

IpromisethataslongasIlive,noonewilltouch

youandourdaughter.Youshallnotlack

anything..okay?

Zipho:okay,Iloveyoutoo.

Sphereturnsandtheygetintothecardriving



off.SpheisholdingZipho'shand.

Sphe:canIcallyourmom andsister?

Zipho:yes,youcancallthem.

SINDI

SheisbusymixingupadoughwhenYanga

comesrunningfrom herbedroom screamingat

her.

Sindi:whatisitYanga?Can'tyouseeIam busy?

Yanga:mama,Ijustreceivedacallfrom Sphe.

Shesaysshehasbeentryingtocallyoufor

sometimenow.



Sindi:oh,Ileftitonmybedroom,it'scharging

there.Whatisit?

Yanga:theysaidZipho'swaterbrokewhenthey

wereatDaniel'shouseandtheyarerushingher

tothehospitalnow.

SindidropseverythingandlooksatYanga.

Sindi:what?Jesus!LetmegetmyBibleand

handbag.

Yanga:Iam comingtoomom.Iam goingto

requestarideforustoactuallygetthere

quicker.



Sindi:hurry!

Shegrabherbiblequickly,takeofftheapron

andleavethebedroom.Herheartispounding

fastatthismoment.

Sheknowwhathappensduringthistimeand

forherdaughtertobegoingsuchmakesher

worrysomuch.Shewishesshehadsuper

naturalpowersandgothroughthatprocesson

behalfofherdaughter.

Onthewaytothehospital,sheprayshardfor

herdaughter'ssafedeliveryandbegGodto

protectherdaughterandgranddaughterfrom

anyevilandharm thatcouldtakeplaceinthere.

SPHE



It'sbeenhoursnowsinceZiphohasbeeninside

there.Theyaretalkingaboutdilationsandwhat

not.

Yangawasforcedtogohomeandwatchover

thehousesinceitlookslikeZiphowilldeliver

thefollowingday

SpheisrelievingthemomentbeforeZiphowent

tolabor.Shefeltthetensionandsheknowsfor

thefactthatsomethingisgoingonanditgotto

dowithZime.

Shewishesshedidn'tleaveZiphoalonewith

him becauserightnowit'sfeelsasifthisearly

laborwascausedbyhispresence.



Shecanneverforgiveherselfifanythingwrong

canhappentoherandthebaby.Zime

oversteppedboundaries.Hehadnorightof

comingthereworsewithouttellingher.

Herphoneringsforthe7thtimenow.It'sZime.

Sheswitchitoffandputitinsideherhandbag

andcontinuetowait.

Shehearsfootstepsapproachingandascent

thatsheknowsverywellrestingontheseat

nexttoher.

Dustin:MaGxabhashe.

Sphe:Nyathi...



Dustin:howisitgoing?

Sphe:yourbrotherandZipho'smom arewithher.

It'sgoingtotakelongerthanexpected.

Dustin:Isee.Ican'tbelievethatinfewhourswe

willbewelcominganewpersontoourfamily.

Sphe:averyspecialblessedmomentindeed..

Silencepassesbetweenthem.

Dustin:areyouokay?

Sphe:I'm doingwellthanks.Andyourself?



Dustin:Ihavebeengood.

Silenceagain.Sphechecksherwatch.Dustin

standup.

Dustin:I'm goingtogetsomesmokeoutside.

Don'tyouwantsomecoffee?

Sphe:Iwouldloveacuprightnow.

Dustin:comewithmethen

Hesaystakingherhandintohisandtheyhead

overtotheexitofthereceptionarea.

ZIME



LeavingDaniel'shousehefeltallkindaof

emotionsgoingthroughhismind.

Regretsmostly.Heshouldn'thavelostitlike

that.Whatifshespeaksandtellthem what

actuallytranspired?

Heisnotworriedaboutthecamerasinthat

house.CCTVfootagesdon'trecordsound,he

wascloseenoughtoZiphotohidewhathewas

doingtoher.

Rightnowhecan'thelpbutfeelveryanxiousas

Spheisnottakinghiscalls.Hismindkeepson

tellingherthatsheknowsandshewants

nothingtodowithhim anymore.



Hecallsherforthe7thtimepassingupand

downhisapartmentlookingathiswatch.Infew

minuteshehastobeatthehospital.

Zime:comeonSphemylove.Pickup!Letme

explainmyselfbabyplease.

Thephoneringsuntilitgoestovoicemail.He

callsagainandfinditoff.

Zime:damnit!

Hesaysthrowinghisphoneonthecouchand

sitsdownholdinghishead.Heremainslikethat

forabout2minutesandraiseshisheadup.

Zime:(clickinghistongue)nxxx!



Herunstohisbedroom andchangeforhisshift

andheadstohiscardialingSpheagain.

Zime:baby,Idon'tknowwhatthatwitchfedyou

butIpromiseit'snottrue.

IswearIam notlikethatandIdidn'tmeanto

loosemycoolwithherbutthenshejust

provokedme.Howshespoketomebabyitwas

mean.

Tellyouwhat,I'm comingthereandweare

goingtohavethisconversationfacetoface.I

loveyousomuchbaby.

Hedriveslikeamadmangoingtothehospital.

WhatSphedoesn'tknowisthathehada



trackerinstalledonthebeautifulexpensive

watchhegiftedherwithatCapeTown.

Hencehegetstoknowaboutherwhereabouts.

Hepullsupbythehospital'sparkinglot.

Beforehecouldevengetoffhiscar,hiseyes

showhim somethinghewasneverreadyfor.

Spheisgigglingwiththisfall,fitbeardedman

whoissmoking.Sheisholdingacupofcoffee.

From afar,hecanreadherbodylanguage,how

relaxedsheisaroundhim andtheintimate

spacebetweenthem.

Heistooclose!Andshehasneversmiledor



laughedlikethatathim orwithhim ever.The

wayhisheartisachingrightnow,it'slikeit's

beingpinchedbyneedles.

Whatfinisheshim offisthehugtheyshare.He

closeshiseyesandsighsdeepdoingbreathins

inbetween.

Zime:it'sokay,it'sokay.It'snotaswhatitlooks

like.Calm downZime,okay?Calm downbuddy.

HereverseshiscaranddriveawaybeforeSphe

canseehim.

ZIPHO

After6hoursofintenselabor,shdfinallygives



birthtotheirlittlebabygirl.Theynameher

SiphowokuhleAsanteNyathi.

Sindi:she'ssoperfectbutsotiny.

Zipho:sheisprematuremamabutI'm sureshe

isgoingtobealright.

Sindi:youdidwellmygirl.Iam proudofyour

strengthandbravery.

Zipho:(smiling)Igotitfrom myMama.

Sindi:thenameyougaveher,itsoundso

beautiful,whatdoesitmean?

Zipho:Asanteit'sanSwahilinamemeaning"



thankyou".Iam thankfulforherpresenceinmy

life.ThemomentIlaymyeyesonher,Ifellso

muchinlove

Thislittlehumanheretaughtmesomuchabout

life,butmostlysurprisedme.Ididn'tknowit

waspossibletolovesomeoneyoudon'tknow

likeIlovedher.

MybodyisinpainsrightnowbutIam sohappy

sheishereandokay.

Sindi:(hugginghertight)youaremakingmeso

emotional.I'm proudofyoumydaughterandI

can'tbelievethatIam agrandmaandthat

Asantemadeyoumissyourbabyshowerand

engagementparty.



Zipho:whatbabyshowerandengagementparty

mom?

Sindirealisesthatexcitementmadehertongue

slip.SheturnsaroundandseeDanielstanding

bythedoor.

Sindi:Iwillseeyoulater.

SherunsawayleavingZiphosoconfused.

Danielwalksclosertoherandputhishandson

hershouldersandkissesherhead.

Daniel:youdidamazinglywell.Thankyoufor

thisgift.Howareyoufeeling?

Zipho:minorpainshereandtherebutIwill



manageIthink.

Daniel:mylove,asIsaidearlier,youhavegiven

mesomuchhopeinthislovething.

Icanactuallywriteabookabouthowamazingly

thepastfewmonthshavebeenwithyou.

Hegoesdownonhiskneesandtakeoutabox

outofhispockets.Ziphocovershermouthin

shockastearsstream downherface

Daniel:thisisnothowIhaveplannedto

proposebut,there'snoperfectmomentother

thanthis.

ZiziphoXulu,willyoumakemethehappiest



manandbemywife?

Tobecontinued.
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ZIZIPHO

ShewipeshertearsandhelpDanielgetupfrom

hisknees.

Daniel:babe,pleasesaysomething.Igetthat

yourtearsarethatofjoybutyouarescaringme.



Zipho:Daniel,IloveyousomuchandGod

knowshowgratefulIam tohavingmyideal

partner.

ButIcannotacceptyourproposal,atleastnot

now.There'ssomuchthatisgoingonandI

don'twanttoconfusemyself.

Daniel:babewhatdoyoumean?Imeanthisis

theperfectmomentforustosealthedealand

beafamily

Zipho:noit'snot.Danielourrelationshipis

movingtoofastandIfeellikewearemissing

fewsteps.

Atthispointandtime,Iwanttofocusonbeing



agoodmothertoourdaughter,yourlover.

Westillneedsmoredates,holidaysandactually

timetogether.IneedtoknowthatIam

marryingyoufortherightreasons.

Youalsoneedtobesureifyoureadytogo

throughthatroadagainafterlessthanayear

youhavedivorced.Haveyoudealtwithyour

insecuritiesandpainthatcamewithyou

divorcingLindiwe?

Iam stillgoingtowork,advancemystudiesand

allofthataremyindividualgoalsIwantto

achievebeforeIbecomeyourwife.

Infuture,Idon'tknowwhen,Iwillsayyesto

yourproposalbutfornowcanweenjoyit



withoutthepressureofmarriage?

Ineedtimetobondwithmydaughter,you

withoutthepressureofplanningaweddingand

familydrama.Ineedtohealfrom givingbirth

bothmentalandphysically.

It'sreallyalot,Iwanttodealwithonethingone

stepatatimeandaweddingissomethingIam

notreadytofacerightnow.

Daniel:(sighs)Iam disappointedIwon'tliebutI

understandwhatyouaresayingandrespect

yourdecision.

Whatgivesmecomfortisthatyouarenot

leavingmeandIhopeyouwon'tinthefuture.



Zipho:Itoldyouwhatwouldmakemeleaveyou,

stopstressing.Iam here.

Daniel:pleasekeepitwithyou.Iunderstandyou

don'thavetowearitbutkeepIwithyou.

Zipho:(lookingatthering)itsobeautiful,Ilove

it.Ican'twaitforthedayIwillbefullyreadyto

rockitonmyfinger.

Theyhugtightlyandturntolookattheirbaby

ontheincubator.

Daniel:sheisperfect,IwishIcouldjustbuild

herownworldtokeephersafefrom theworld.

ZiphowrapsherarmsaroundDaniel.



Zipho:sheisoneluckygirl.Theysayagirl'sfirst

loveisherfather.

Daniel:Itoldherbigbrotheraboutherarrival

andhepromisedtomakeithomesoon.

Zipho:Ihopewewouldbelongdischargedby

then.

Daniel:yeah,Iam goingtobeherewithyouuntil

youguysarefittogohome

Zipho:andwhoisgoingtohandlethe

businessesifyouarehere24/7babe?

Daniel:Dustinandmytrustedemployeeswilldo.



Idon'twantnomistakes.Iam stillgoingtodeal

withthatZimeboy.

RightnowIneedtomakesurehedoesn'tget

nearyouandourbaby.Whoknows,hemight

evenswitchher.

Zipho:comeonlove,Zimedoesn'tworkhere.

Daniel:heisadoctor,bestbelieve,hecanget

anaccessifhewantsto.

Zipho:(yawning)Ihearyou.Im tired,IthinkI

needanap.

Daniel:gorest,I'llbeherewhenyouwakeup.



THENEXTDAY

Lumka,Dimakatso,Dustin,Sphe,Yanga,Ntombi,

DanielandZamaniallcomebearinggiftstosee

Zipho.

Lumka:finallyIam anaunttoagirl!Ican'twait

torockmatchingoutfitswithher.

Dimakatso:Ifeelsorryformypoor

granddaughteralready!Welldoneyounglady,

theNyathifamilyisexpanding.

Thelovesheisreceivingisoverwhelming.She

doesn'tknowwhattodowithherself.

DustinandDanielarewalkingdownthehospital



corridor,leavingthewomenalone

Daniel:sowhatdidyoufind?

Dustin:thisboyhasahistoryofabusingwomen.

Oneofthegirlshedatedisstillmissingtill

today.

Herparentsopenedacaseagainsthim butit

disappearedintothinair.Hisfatherisabig

politician,hehasthepowertocleanupafterhis

mess.

From whatIheard,hehasaconditionthat

makeshim veryinsecure.Heusesmoneyto

lurewomenormakethem lovehim sothathe

doesn'tfeellessofamanorhuman.



Daniel:howcomeishepractisingifsuchisthe

case?

Dustin:apparentlywhateverheissufferingfrom

isnotthatdeepwhenmanagedwell

Daniel:clearlyheisnotmanagingitlatelyifhe

feelstheneedtobargeintomyhouseand

threatenmywomanthewayhedid.

Iknewitwhenheshowedupinthegaragethat

itcannotbeacoincidence.Iam worriedabout

Sphe,shemightbeindanger.Youneedtowarn

her.

Dustin:andsaywhatDaniel?Doyouknowhow

difficultwasittogetthisinformation?There's

noproofattachedtoitasIsaidthathisfather



makessurethere'snolooseends..

SpheisgoingtothinkthatIam jealousofher

relationshipandIwantherback.

Daniel:don'tyou?

Dustin:Daniellookman,SpheIsanamazing

womanbutIcannotgiveherwhatshewants.

Daniel:Dustinyouneedtomoveon..whatare

youafraidof?

Dustin:Iam notlikeyouDanielpleaseletusnot

evenargueaboutthis.

YourushthingsanditmakessensewhyZipho



rejectedyourproposal.Yousometimesneedto

calm down.

Daniel:Ididn'tmeantomakeyouangry,Iam

sorry.ButIstillthinkyouneedtowarn

Sphesihle.

Whethershebelievesyouornot,youhaveto

warnher.Trustme,youarenotgoingtoforgive

yourselfifanythinghappenstoherandyou

knowthatyouhadachanceatsavingherand

youdidn't.

Dustin:(sighs)I'lltry.

SPHE



Shespentthenightathermother'splace.Being

homeaftertheCapeTowntripfeltgood.

Shegottobondwithhersiblingsandchatted

withhermother.Sheonlyswitchedonher

phonethefollowingday.

Shemadesuretoinform herbossaboutnot

comingtoworkandfoundsomanydeleted

messagesfrom Zime.

Itmakesherwonderwhatwashesayingthat

heendedupdeleting.Eventhevoicemail

messagesthatheleftforher,hedeletedthem.

ArrivingatthehospitalwhereZiphowas

surroundedwitheveryone,shewaiteduntilthey

werealone.



Sphe:Ican'tbelieveyousaidnotohisproposal.

Zipho:it'swastoosoonbabe.Ijustneedto

gatherandfigurethingsaround.

There'snorush,I'm stillyoungandIwillget

marriedtoDanielwhenIam ready.

Sphe:Ihearyou.MntaseIwanttoaskyou

somethingandpleasebehonestwithme.

Zipho:yes?

Sphe:whathappenedwhenIleftforthe

bathroom?



Zipho:Sphe...

Sphe:noplease..tellme.Itisveryimportant

thatIknowplease.Don'tworryabouthowI'm

goingtofeel.Tellme.

Zipho:okaythen.Hetoldmehedidn'tlikeme,I

am controllingyouandthreatenthelifeofmy

unbornbaby.SaidifIdidn'tstayinmylane,

somethingbadwasgoingtohappen

Sphe:(nodding)thanksfortellingmethis,I

knowit'sveryuncomfortablebutIappreciateit.

Zipho:Sphe,Iam afraidofZimeforyou.He

givesmecreepyvibes.Pleaselookoutforhim.

Besafearoundthatguy.IknowIam outofline

forsayingthisbut,Ithinkitwouldbebestifyou



walkawayfrom him now.

Sphe:IhearyouSphebutZimehasn'tdone

anythingwrongtome.Ican'tcrucifyhim for

fewmistakes.

Ineedtotalktohim andmakesurethatIdraw

boundaries.

Zipho:Him threateningmylifeandthatofmy

babyisn'tenoughforyoutorealisethatthisguy

isdangerous?Whogoesaroundthreatening

peopleattheirhouses?

Sphe:Zipho,likeIsaid,Iwillhandleit.Ipromise.

Zimewillapologiseforhisbehaviorandheis

notgoingtorepeatwhathedidagain.Ipromise

you.



Ineedtogoseehim now.Iwillcomeseeyou

tomorrow.Pleaserestsothatyoucangainyour

strengthback.

Zipho:justbecarefulplease.

Sphehugsherandleaveherward.Justasshe

isabouttostarthercar,Dustinshowsupnext

toit.

Dustin:Sphe,aminuteplease.

Sphekillstheengineandstepsoutofthecar.

Sphe:Dustin,Iseverythingokay?



Dustin:everythingisfine.Listen,Iwanttowarn

youaboutZime.

Sphe:warnmeaboutZimemakutheni?

Dustin:Idon'thaveallthefactsatthemoment

butheisverydangerous.Pleasebecareful

aroundhim.

Sphe:(chuckling)wondersshallneverend!Like

seriouslyDustin?Areyougoingtostoopsolow

intobadmouthingZime?

Dustin:what?SpheIam tryingtowarnyou

here...

Sphe:letmewarnyou,stayoutofmybusiness,



okay?Youhadachanceofhavingmebutdidn't

useit.

Nowthatsomeoneelsehasmeandisdoing

whatyouaresupposedtobedoingyoucan't

standit?

Dustin:whatisitthatheisdoingactuallythatI

didn't?Youmeanshowingupatmybrother's

houseandthreatenhisgirlfriend?

Sphe:youcandobetterDustin,really.

Shegetsinsidethecaranddrivesaway.Her

heartbeatingfastnotbecauseofwhathesaid

butshefeelslikeeveryoneisnotbeingfairon

Zime.



Theyarealljudginghim toofastandnotwilling

togivehim achance.That'snotfair!Hepasses

bytherestaurantsandbuythem foodandsome

wine.

Arrivingathisplace,sheknocksanumberof

times,callinghim endlessbeforehefinally

opens.

Walkinginside,shefindshim seatedonthe

floor,thewholeplaceismessywithbottlesof

alcohol.

Sheputsdownthegoodiesshebroughtand

openthecurtainsandwindows.

Zime:closethem backplease



Sphe:Zimethisplaceisdarkanddepressingat

thispoint.Weneedlightandfreshair.

Zime:(softly)whydon'tyoulisten?Isaidclose

thosecurtainsback!

Sphelooksathim worriedfoldingherhands

Sphe:whatiswrong?

Zime:wherewereyoulastnight?

Sphe:IwasatthehospitalwithZipho...

Zime:stoplying!



HehalfshoutsandSphejumps.

Zime:(calmly)youpromisedtocall?

Sphe:Iknow...

Zime:yetyoudidn't.Youthenwentontoswitch

yourphoneoff.Why?

Heasksgettingupfrom thefloorandpour

himselfanothershotonhisglass.

Sphe:lastnightwasjustabusynight.Idecided

itwasbestifIfocusedonthematterinhand

thanattendingtomyphone.

Zime:(chuckling)youcouldn'tevensparea



minutetotextmeonhoweverythingwasgoing

backtherebutyouhadallthetimeintheworld

toentertainyourex?

Sphe:(confused)babewhatareyoutalking

about?

Zime:(tearsstreamingdownhisface)Ilosta

patientthismorning.Doyouknowwhy?

BecauseIcouldn'tconcentrate!

MymindwasallovertheplaceImessedupthe

surgeryandnowthehospitalCEOwanttohave

myhead.

Iam facingtheboardthisafternoontoexplain

howsuchasimpleprocedurewentwrongtoa

pointwhereapersonlostalife.



Sphe:ohmyGod,babeI'm sorry...

Zime:it'sallyourfault!Ifyoudidn'tbehavelike

awhoreandentertainedyourex,Iwouldn'thave

lostconcentration!

Sphe:blamingmeisnotfairZime...

Zime:whoshouldIblame?(Chuckling)like

motherlikedaughter!Yourfatherfaintedafter

shegavebirthtoawhitebabynowIseeitruns

throughyourveinsaswell.Niyafananje!

Sphe:okaythat'senough!Iam notgoingto

standhereandlistentoyouinsultingmy

motherasifyouareperfect!



YouthreatenedZiphoandcausedhertogointo

anearlylabor.NowIseewhatDustinmeant,

uyahlanyawena!

Zime:whatdidyousayyourexsaidaboutme?

Huh?RepeatwhatyoujustsaidSphesihle.

Spheseeingthestateheis,shetakesfewsteps

back.

Sphe:I'm sorry,thatwasaslipofatongue...

Shedoesn'tgettofinishhersentence,Zime

throwstheglassatherandshefeelsher

cheeksburningasitcuther.



Zime:(screaming)Isaidrepeatwhatyoujust

said?Soyoudiscussmewithyourexnow?Is

thatit?Iam notgoodenoughforyouSphe?

Spheholdontoherburningcheekandlookat

herhandthatcomesbackwithablood.

Zimestopsshoutingandlookspooked,he

takesastepcloserandtouchherface.

Zime:ohmygoodness!Lookatwhatyouhave

mademedo!Okaycalm downbaby,comehave

asit.Letmetakecareofitokay?

Sphe:(noddingwithtears)

Zime:don'tworry,doctorisinthehouse..I'll



handleit.

Tobecontinued.
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(Notedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

ZIME

Hefinallyfinishcleaninganddressingthecut

onSphe'sface.Hegivesherthepainkillers.

Zime:theyaregoingtohelpwiththeswellingto

yourcheek.



Sphe:thanks.

Shehasn'tsaidmuch,heseeshertearsbuther

silencefreakshim outevenmore.

Zime:babyIam sosorry.Iknowthereisno

excusetomybehaviorbuttrustmewhenIsay

todaywasn'tthebestday.

Idon'tknowwhatisgoingoncomeoutofthat

meetinglateron.Myfutureandcareercanjust

end.

WhatstressesmeoutisthatIcan'tevencall

mydadforhelpbecausehewarnedmelast

timeandpromisedmethatIwasonmyown

from thereon



Shestilldoesn'tsayanything.Shebitesher

nailssniffingthetearsaway.

Zime:Iam sorryforblamingyouandtheinsults.

Ishouldn'thave.AsforZipho,Iam goingtobe

honestwithyou.

Iwasuncomfortablewithyouchillingwithher

sincesheisdatingthebrotherofyourex.Ikept

onwonderingwhatifheshowsupandyouguys

playhappyfamilies?

Sphe:sowhatdoyousuggestIdo?Cutties

withZiphobecausesheisdatingmyex's

brother?

Zime:no,ofcoursenot.She'sfamilyright?I



can'taskyoutodothat.BabyIknowyouare

goingtoleavemeandIunderstandbutIwant

youtoknowthatIam sorry

Hurtingyouwasneverpartoftheplans.Ilove

yousomuchSphe,Ihaveneverlovedanyone

likeIloveyou.SeeingyouwithDustinreally

messedmeup.

Please,giveusanotherchance,givemea

chancetofixmymistakesandactuallyshow

youwhatcanreallycomeoutofthis

Sphe:(grabbingherhandbag)IhavetogoZime.

Don'tcall,textme.Don'tevenshowupatmy

placebecauseIswearIwillgetarestraining

orderagainstyou.



Sheheadstothedoorandexit.Zimehitsthe

coffeetablefrustrated.

Zime:damnyouZime!Whywouldyoumessup

somethingsogreat?Okay,calm downboy

Goattendthecaseathehospital,praythatthey

getlenientwithyouandcomeandfixthings

withyourwoman.Rememberyouareattheage

ofgettingmarriedandhavingawife,yourown

family.

Thishouseneedsher,youhavetogetherback.

Evenifit'sthelastthingyoudobutshehasto

beMrsNtuli

LUMKA



Sheisbusyattendingtothecustomersatthe

chesanyamawhenSphewalksin.Shehas

shadesonandaverythickmakeuponherface.

Shesmilesandattendtoherimmediately.

LUMKA:Iam sureyoumissZiphosincesheis

atthehospitalthesedaysneh?Imean,Imiss

hertoo,Ican'twaitforhertobedischarged.

Sphe:IhadalifeandfriendsbeforeZipho,andI

stilldoevennow.Doyouknowthat?.

LUMKA:what'supwiththeattitudemissy?

Sphe:(takingoffherglasses)I'm sorry.Iam just

nothavingagoodday.



LUMKA:(pullingachairandsitsdown)Icould

tell.Whatisit?Youdon'tlookokaySphe.

Sphe:Iwillbefine.Pleasegetmeaglassof

wine.Iam hopingtoseeyourbrothersoIcan

talktohim.

LUMKA:whydon'tyoucallhim?

Sphe:Ican't,lasttimeIsawhim,Isaidmean

thingstohim soyeah

LUMKA:whenwasthat?

Sphe:adayagoatthehospital.



Lumkalookscloseratherandmovesthe

weavefrom herface

Lumka:heisbeatingyoualready?

Sphe:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Lumka:thisheavymakeup,Sphe,thisZimeof

yoursdidthistoyou?

Sphe:no,Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalking

about.Islippedandfell.

Lumka:itstartslikethis,makingexcusesfor

him.Spheyoucanstillleave..

Sphe:Lumkaplease,ifit'sgoingtomakeyou



sleeppeacefullyatnight,ZimeandIarenot

talkingortogetheranymorebutheisnot

beatingme.

Pleasedon'tgoaroundspreadingrumours

aboutme.Ihavetotakemyleavenow.Ifyou

happentoseeDustin,pleaseaskhim tocallme.

Lumka:youknowhisanswertothatright?Heis

goingtosaysinceyouaretheoneneedinghim

whydon'tyoucall.

Sphesighsandgetupleavingtherestaurant.

Lumkashakesherheadandreturnbackto

work.

3MONTHSLATER



SPHE

Thepast3monthshavebeenhectic.Shegets

herselfdistractedbyspendingtimewithZipho

andbabyAsante.

Zimehaven'tstoppedtryingtoreachouttoher

butshehasn'tbeenabletolookpastthat

incident.Everydaysheasksherselfifthatglass

hithereye?

Ittookalotforhertocureandhidethatscar.

Whensheisnotwearingamakeup,it'svisible

andshehatesit.

Sheisonasolodatebusyscrollingthroughher

phone.Shedecidedtotakeabreakfrom men

andrelationships.It'sreallybeenpeacefuland



Dustinhavekepthisdistanceaswell.

Averystrongfamiliarscenthitshernostrils

forcinghertoraiseherheadupandlookwhois

approachinghertable.

Zime:please,canIhaveaminutewithyou?I

promiseafterthisIwillleave.

Sphehatingdrama,shesighsandshowhim the

chair.Hepullsitandsitsdown.

Zime:thankyou.Howhaveyoubeen?

Sphe:asyoucansee,Ihavebeengood.

Zime:Iam happytohearthat.Youlook



beautiful.

Sphe:thanks.

Zime:Ihavebeenthinkingaboutyoueveryday.

Ican'tseem tobeabletotakeyououtofmy

mind.SpheImissyou,sobadly.

Sphe:Zime...

Zime:mylifeisamessrightnow.Ihavebeen

suspendedatworkduetothependingcaseof

negligence.

Everydayisastruggletryingtogetupand

stayingpositiveyouknow.Iwentbackhomefor

sometimejusttobewithfamily.



Butthere'sthisspacetheywon'tbeabletofillit

,thisvoidinsidemethatisempty.Thatonly

youcanbeabletofill.

Sphe:I'm sorryaboutwhatishappeningtoyou,

reallyIam.But...

Zime:Sphe,Ineedtotellyousomething.Igrow

upwithaconditioncalledepilepsy.Itwasso

badtoapointwherebyIwillhave3seizures

perday

Atsomepointinlife,Istoppedgoingtoschool

altogether.That'swhenmymotherretiredfrom

hercareerandbecameahousewifeandfull

timemother.



Thisconditionreallymessedmeup,myself

esteem andeverythingespeciallyduringhigh

school.

ItwassaidthatIwouldnotleadanormallife,or

beunemployed.Ifoughtsohardagainstthat.

Myparentsaswellmadesuretogetmethe

bestmedicationmoneycanbuy.

WhenIwentformedicine,Iwantedto

specialisewithpeoplewhoaresimilarlikeme

andhelpthem.

ThecoursewasverychallengingandIwaslater

diagnosedwithanxietyanddepression.Ontop

oftheheavymedsI'm takingforepilepsy,Ialso

havetotakeanotheronesforA&D.



TrustmewhenIsaysometimesitjustgetto

thepointwherebyIdon'tfeelliketakingthem

atall.IwouldfeellikeIam okay,Idon'tneed

them

Sphe:butasadoctor,youshouldknowbetter

aboutdefaultingtreatment.

Zime:IknowandnowthatIam losing

everythingthatmatterstome,itmakesme

realizehowmuchIhavegambledwithfate.

WhenImetyou,Iwasoffthemedicationfor

sometime.Hencealloftheepisodes.ButI

wanttoassureyouthatIam alrightnow,taking

mymedsfullyandattendingtherapy.

HetakesSphe'shandstohis.



Zime:allIam askingforisanotherchanceto

dobetter.ToshowyouthatIam themanthat

youarelookingfor.Pleaseforgiveme

sthandwaSamiandcomebackhome.Myheart

isemptyandcoldwithoutyou.

Sphelooksathim.Heishuman,heis

acknowledgingtohismistakesandheneedsto

belovedlikeanyoneelse.

Herpresenceinhislifeisgoingtofillthatvoid.

Sheisgoingtohelphim,supporthim andshow

him thathecanstillbelovedevenwith

everythingheisgoingthrough.

Sphe:Ihaveforgivenyou,andIam willingto

giveusanotherchanceonlyononecondition



Zime:nameit,anythingforyoubaby.

Sphe:don'teverraiseyourhandatmeagain,no

matterwhatyouaregoingthrough.

Zime:thatgoeswithoutsayinglove.

Sphe:therapyinthisrelationshipisamust.We

aregoingtohavesessionstogetherasacouple

andindividuals.BecauseIalsohavemyown

traumastodealwith.

Zime:(kissingherhands)luckdoesn'teven

begintodescribethismomentrightnow.

Iam blessed.Thankyoubabyforgivingme



anotherchanceandseeingmeworthyofyour

love.Ihavemissedyousomuch

Sphe:Imissedyoutoo.Ihadtostopmyselfa

numberoftimesfrom answeringyourcalls.

Zime:well,there'snoneedforthatpunishment

anymore.CanIkissyou?

Sphenodsandheleansoverandkissesherso

gentlyandsmooth.Hepullsofthekissand

returntohischair.

Zime:damn,lookatwhatyourtouchisdoingto

me?

Hesayspointingthetentonhispants.Sphe



smilesgettingoffthechair.

Sphe:myplaceisfiveminutesfrom here.Let's

go

Zimetakesouthiswalletandsettlethebilland

followsSphe.Hegetsintohiscaranddrives

behindher.

Themomenttheymakeitinsidethehouse,they

jumpintoeachotherhungrily.Clothesflying

around.Heplacesheronthetableandslides

insideher.

Thewayshe'ssoready,thereIsnoneedfor

foreplay.Hethrustsdeepandfastinsideher

groaningonherneck



Zime:fuckbabyI'm notgoingtolast.It'sbeen

solong...

Sphe:wehavethewholeafternoontogether.

Zimereleasesinsideherandkissherforehead.

Zime:I'm notdonewithyou.Let'stakethisto

thebedroom.

Heliftshertohiswaistgoingwithhertothe

bedroom whilestillinsideher...

ZIPHO

SheisvisitingDanielattheirnewplaceand

home.Thishouseisbeautifulandhuge.As



muchassheisforeverhere,butshehaven't

movedinpermanently.

Shestillinsistonspaceandfreedom untilthey

areofficiallymarried.Beingamotherchanged

herlife.

It'sabittersweetmomentandchallengingas

hellbutshehasagreatsupportsystem.She

wouldlyingifsheweretosayshe'sstruggling.

Bothherdaughter'sgrandmothersare

obsessedwithher,YangaandLumkataking

turnsintobeingcoolaunts.

Thenthere'sbrotherZamanianduncleDustin

whoarecooldudes.Asanteisoneblessedgirl.



Ziphouseshersparetimetogetherbodyback

inshapeslayingtheshitoutofit.Peoplealways

refusetobelieveherwhenshesaysshehasa3

montholdbaby.

NowthatDanielfinallyboughtherowncarasa

graduationgiftsincethepartydidn'thappen,

shecomesandleavesalot.

Aknockfrom thedoordisturbsherfrom the

lunchsheispreparingforDanielwhoisbusyat

hisoffice.

Zipho:(wipingherhands)Iam coming.

SheopensthedoorandscreamsseeingMcebo.

Hepicksherupandrotateheraroundbefore

puttingherdown.



Zipho:whatanicesurprise!Wow!Lookatyou?

OhmyGodyouhavegrown!

Mcebo:pleasema'am,stopwiththedrama

okay?Howareyou?

Zipho:I'm good,Iam good.Wow,youaresoSly,

youdon'tsaywhenyouarecoming?.

Mcebo:(smiling)andmissthisreaction?Hellno!

Whereismybabysister?She'stheoneIam so

lookingforwardtoseemostly.

Zipho:wow,justwow.

Mcebo:(laughing)stopwiththedramaplease..



I'vebeenaroundyouforever.

Zipho:unfortunatelysheiswithyour

grandmother,I'm herewithyourfatheralone

Mcebo:don'tmakeanotherbaby,Asanteisstill

young.

Ziphohitshisarmsandhelaughshidinghis

face.That'swhereZiphonoticesthelightarea

onhisringfinger.

Zipho:Mcebo?OhmyGod!Youaremarried?

Mcebo:shhhhh!Notsoloud.

Zipho:yourfatherisgoingtokillyou.



Mcebo:Iknow,Iknow.ButIam hopingthat

youaregoingtohelpmebreakthenewstohim.

Zipho:haawhyme?

Mcebo:becausehehasasoftspotforyou

obviouslyandhewon'tshoutwhenyouare

around.

Zipho:youareusingmeufikanjeMcebo?

Mcebo:comeon,whatfriendsarefor?

Zipho:howlonghaveyoubeenmarried?



Mcebo:wegotmarriedassoonaswesettled

thatsidesoit'salmostayearnow.

Zipho:andyouareonlytellingmethisnow?

Talkaboutbeingbesties!

Mcebo:Ididn'ttrustyouenoughnottoblabthis

toindodayakho(yourman)

Zipho:heeeandnowyouwantmyhelp?

Chinneke!Iam notaNyathi,youaregoingto

tellyourfatherallbyyourself.

Mcebo:comeon,okaywhatdoyouneedmeto

do?Mom?

Zipho:(laughing)stopit,youaresoweird!



Whateveryoudo,I'm nothelpingyoutellyour

father.

Daniel:tellmewhat?.

Zipho:babe...

Daniel:(huggingMcebo)Nyathi,whysurprise

us?Welcomehomeson!Youhavepickedup

weight,theforeignlandistreatingyouwell.

Mcebo:it'sgoodtobehomedad.Youarealso

lookinggood.Imeanevendevelopingumkhaba.

Daniel:whatcanIsay,myheartisatease.So,

whatisitthatIneedtobetold?



Zipho:urhm,Ithinkmypotsareburning...

Mcebo:Zipho!

Tobecontinued.

BONESOFMYHEART

Chapter45

MCEBO

Thepast10monthshavebeennothingbutpure

bliss.Achangeofenvironmentwasexactly

whatheneeded.Mitchisanamazingwoman,

heistrulygratefulforTinderforhookinghim up

withher.



Adecisiontomarryherpoppeduponhismind

thisotherdayafteramonthofsettlingin.He

wasoverthemoonwhenshesaidyestohis

proposal.

Theyofficiatedtheirmarriageaweeklaterand

beingsomeone'shusbandhavebeensogreat.

Beingcatered,caredandlovedright.

Hehavebeendragginghisfeetabouttellinghis

parentsabouthismarriage.Imeantheyare

goingtoaskquestionsanddemandthata

traditionbefollowed.

WhenthenewsofAsantebeingborngettohim,

heknewthenthattimeofhidingthisfrom his

familyisover.Hehadtocomebackhomeand

breakthenews.



Heknowshisfatherisacooldad,unlikeDustin

whoisgoingtobeonhisneckaboutgetting

marriedwithoutanyfamilymember.Butstill,he

knowsverywellthatDanielwillnotbehappy

abouthowheconductedthewholething.

Daniel:(chuckling)Iwonderwhatareyoutwo

hidingfrom me.

Mcebo:urhm.It'snotsomethingbadDad,

rathergoodnewsifImaysay.

Daniel:Iam listening.

Mcebo:MitchandIaremarried.It'sbeen10

monthsnow.



Danielfrown,hiseyebrowsraisedinconfusion.

Daniel:Mcebo,youlefthometomarryina

foreignlandanddidn'ttellanyone.Why?

Mcebo:Ididn'tplanitdad.Ijustwokeupand

decidedthatIwantedtospendtherestofmy

lifewiththiswoman.

Daniel:Iam notagainstyougettingmarried,I

don'tlikehowyoudidit.Youknowhowwedo

thingskwaNyathi.

Ifyouwantusandourancestorstorecognize

herasyourwife,dotherightthing.



Mcebo:herparentsarepurewhitedad,the

wholetraditionalprocessisgoingtobe

exhausting...

Daniel:thenyoushouldhavemarriedablack

ladyifyouwereworriedaboutsuch.Youarea

mannowMcebo,ifyoustartcheatingour

traditionsoearly,Iam worriedaboutyou.

Heleavesthem andZiphoshrugshershoulders.

Mcebo:thanksforhelping.

Zipho:wiiybo...Pleasedon'tdragmeintothis.

Youknowyourfatherisright.Iam surewhen

sheagreeddatingyouormarryingyou,she

knewthattherewerecertaintraditionsand

customsfrom yoursideshehastofollowright?



Havethisconversationwithher,lethertalkto

herfamilyandyouguyshaveaproperwedding.

Remember,marriageisaboutjoiningtwo

familiestogetherintoabeautifulunion.

It'sworseonyourside,youneverbroughtherto

yourfamilyandsaid"folks,hereismygirlfriend"

andthenyourockbackmarried?

Mcebo:(sighs)Ihearyouandyouareright.But

youaregoingtotalktohim right?Helooksmad.

Zipho:heisnot,trustme.Yourdadwantsthe

bestforyouandifMitchmakesyouhappy,he

hasnootherchoicebuttosupportyou.

Mcebo:yeahyouareright.Howhaveyoubeen



though?Feelmeup.HowisZamaniandYanga?

Zipho:hahahathosetwogaveupfrom dating

shame.Theyarefriendsnow.Andmymother

anddad'swifearebuddies.

Mcebo:forreal?

Zipho:I'm tellingyou,whocouldhavethought?

Andyourauntisnowaresponsibleadult

Mcebo:amen!Whathappened?

Zipho:(laughing)yourfathershappened.Mogirl

stagedawholekidnappingjusttoscam them

R50kbutyouruncleisstreetwise.Hefoundout

andbabygirlwasforcedtoevaluateherlifefor



thebetter.

Mcebo:it'sbeenhappeningmoeshereandI

missedallthedrama?OhmyGod!Tellmemore!

Zipho:letmetakethistoyourfather,I'llbeback

thenwecangofetchAsantetogether.

Mcebo:yesplease.

SPHE

Zimeistakinghertohisparentsfor

introductions.Sheisabitnervousandexcited

aboutthis.

Theyspentthewholeafternoonandevening



yesterdaycatchingupandplanningtheirfuture

together.

ThismorningZimeaskedheriftheycouldgoto

hisparents'shouseandhavebreakfastthere.

Sphe:howdoIlook?

Sheasksturningaroundinfrontofhim.Sheis

wearingabeautifulblackdressthatishugging

herbodyperfectlyandadenim jacketwith

sandals.

Zime:youlookamazingmylovebutthereisno

needforthatheadwrap.Myparentsarenotso

strictandyouarenotyetMrsNtuli.



Sphe:ohno,Ilovethisdoek,itmatcheswithmy

outfit.

Zime:ifyouarecomfortablethenit'salright.I

justdidn'twantyoutothinkwearethat

traditionalorstrict.

Letusgolove,Ihavealreadytoldmymother

thatweareontheway.

Sphe:okaythen.Letmedothefinaltouchups

andwe'llbeleaving.

Shegoesbacktoherbedroom andsitsonthe

bedlookingatherselfinthemirror.

Thismomentrighthere,shewishesshecan

shareitwithsomeonebutallthepeoplearound

herdon'tapproveofherrelationshipwithZime



andtheydon'tknowthattheyarebacktogether

Shefindsherselfcallinghermother.Shepicks

uponthethirdring.

Ntombi:Sphesihle

Sphe:mama,howareyou?IhopeIdidn'twake

youup...

Ntombi:noIwokeuplongago,havetoprepare

juniorforschoolandMbaliforcreche.Whatisit,

areyouokay?

Sphe:Iam finemom.ZimeandIfixedthings

andnowheistakingmetomeethisfamily.



Ntombi:aw,that'sgreatnewsmybaby.Butyou

soundunsure?

Sphe:alothappenedmom andIam nervous.

Whatiftheydon'tlikeme?

Ntombi:what'stherenottolikeaboutyoumy

baby?Theywillbemad.Listen,gothereandbe

yourself.Iknowthatyouaregoingtorepresent

mewellBecauseIraisedyouwell.Iftheymess

upwithyou,don'thesitatetocallme,I'llsort

them outforyou.

Sphe:(smiling)youarethebest.Thanksmom.I

havetogoI'llupdateyou.

Ntombi:okaymylove,enjoyyourself.



Shefeelsbetterafterthecallandgrabherbag

walkingtoZime.

Sphe:I'm done,wecango.

Zimetakeherhandintohisandtheywalktohis

cardrivingoff.Ontheroadtheyareplayingsoft

musicsingingalongtosomelyrics.

TheystopbyagarageasZimefillshiscarup

andgoestothebathroom.

Sphegetsoutofthecartotakeselfiesasthe

lighthereisamazing.It'swhensheisbusy

poutingandposingwhenthiswomanwho

lookssodirtypassesby.



Sheiscarryingahugebagonherback,walking

barefootandopeningdustbinscollecting

bottlesforrecycling.

Sphefindsherselflookingsternlyather.She

hasbeadsonherwristsandankles.Shegoes

tohercarandgetherpurse.

ShetakesouttwoR200notesandheadstothe

woman.

Sphe:himama,here.Ihopeitisgoingtohelp.

Thewomanwhohasherfacepaintedwith

somethingreddishlooksatherandacceptthe

cash.Somethinghappenswhentheyhands

collide.



Sphepullshersbackquicklyandstepback.

Woman:thankyoumydaughter,maymy

ancestorsblessyou.

Sphenodsandquicklygoesbacktothecarand

getsinside.

Zime:youlooklikeyouhaveseenaghost.What

isitlove?

Sphe:it'snothing.Let'sgo.

Zimestartsthecaranddrivepastthewoman.

Zime:shameman,Iwonderwhathappenedto

herorwhatdidshedoforherancestorsto



punishherthisway.Kumeleaphahleleidlozi

lakhe.

Sphedoesn'tsayanythinguntiltheyarriveathis

parentsplace.It'sthenhermindgetsback.

Shesoftlysay"wow".Thisisapalace.Three

entrancesbeforeyougettothehouse.It'sone

ofthosedoublestoreyhousesonenormally

seesonnigerianmovies.

Sphe:babe,yourcribissobeautiful.

ShesuddenlyfeelsSmallandunderdressed.

Zimetakesherhandandleadherinside.A

greataromagreetsthem astheywalkin.



Abeautifulgirlgetsupfrom herchairandrunto

hugZime.Spheassumesit'sthelittlesisterhe

toldherabout.

Zime:goodmorningfamily.

Theyareallsmilingastheyreturnthegreetings

andhepullsachairforhertositdown.

Zime:thisisSphesihleXulu,mygirlfriendand

loveofmylove.Baby,thesearemyparents.

SlindileandVukaniNtuli,andmybeautifullittle

sisterLungile.

Sphe:(smiling)pleasedtomeetyouall.

Slindile:sohappytofinallyseeyouandImust



admitthatyouareevenmorebeautifulin

person.Pleasewelcomeandfeelathome.

Sphe:thankyouforthewarm welcomeMama.

Vukani:sheisbeautifulsonandwellmannered.

I'm readytosignmychequebookandpayher

brideprice.Shefitsperfectly.

Theyalllaughandstartsdishingup.Sphe

dishesupforZime,whileSlindiledishesupfor

hermanandLungileherself.

Lungile:sosisiSphe,doyouhavea

qualificationinmakeup?

Sphe:nobaby,Itaughtmyselfhowtodoit.



Lungile:wow,thatissocool.Youshouldopena

YouTubechannelandteachothers,me

obviouslyonhowtodoit.

Sphe:Iwillteachyoudon'tworryandafteryou

havegraduated,youwillopenthatchanneland

teachyourpeers.

Lungile:yaas.Mom didyouhearthat?Iam

goingtobeaYouTuber!

Slindile:aslongasyoudon'tdoanystorytimes

talkingaboutsexandweirdstuff,youcanopen

it.

SOMEWHEREINANABANDONEDOLD

BUILDING



NokuthulaMthombeniarriveshomeandfind

herkidsmakingfireandfillinguptheblackpot

thattheyusetoboilwater.

Ziningi:mama!Shebroughtuspizza!

Shesaysexcitedlyastheywelcomeherand

helpwiththeplasticssheiscarrying.

Sthembiso:didyougetmorebottlestosell

todaymom?

Nokuthula:(smiling)noyson,Imetagood

samaritanwhogavemeR400.Ziningi,share

withyourbrotherthatpizzaandIwillgotakea

bath.



Ziningiwhois16looksathermother

concerned.

Ziningi:mom,whatisit?

Nokuthula:nothingmyangel,why?

Ziningi:isittheancestorsagain?Didtheyshow

yousomething?Areyouhavingthesame

nightmareaboutoursisteragain?

Nokuthulaforcesasmilefrom herfaceand

brushZiningi'sface.

Nokuthula:no,it'snothinglikethat.Goeat,Iwill

comejoinyouguysshortly.



KwaNYATHI

Zamani:washokeboythatyouarenowa

marriedman,Ican'tbelievethis.Udlisiwewena!

Mcebo:evenifshefedmekorobela,thenIthink

shedidn'tpouritenough.

Zamani:shedrivesyoucrazyneh?

Mcebo:crazyisnoteventherightwordto

explainit.Enoughaboutme.Howmanyhearts

haveyoubrokenthisfar?

Zamani:ahboy,Ihavechangednow.Inolonger

dothosethings.



Mcebo:stoplying,it'smehere.Youknowthisis

asafeplaceIwon'tjudgeyou.

Zamani:Iam deadserious.

Mcebo:whathappened?

Zamani:IguessIam growingupandgetting

tiredofsmashingvariousvaginaseveryday.

Mcebo:amen!Finallysomematurityfrom you!

Zamani:there'sthisgirl,Ioncegaveheraliftto

school.Ipickedherupfrom therobots.



Mcebo:yoohyooh,highschoolkidsZamani?

Pleasedon't,youwillbearrestedforstatutory

rape!

Zamani:Ican'tstopthinkingaboutthatgirl.She

issobeautiful,bigeyeswithherbennyand

bettiehairstyle

Mcebo:(laughing)you?Awholeyoubeing

attractedtoagirlofthatcaliber?Wow,thisis

interesting

Zamani:thisgirlisspecialmarn,thefew

momentswithherinmycar,wehadan

amazingconnection.

Unfortunatelyshedoesn'thaveaphoneandI

can'tseem tofindher.Ihavegonebacktoher



schooltolookforherwithnoluck.

AndwhenIaskpeopleiftheyknowsomeoneby

thenameofZiningitheyalllookatmeasifI'm

crazy.

Mcebo:thisisserious,boy,youarewhipped!!

Maybeweshouldgobacktodayandlookfor

her.Ireallywanttoseethisgirlthatdrivesmy

brothercrazy.

We'llarrivebeforeschooloutandwatch

everyoneleaving.

Zamani:serious?Youwillaccompanyme?

Mcebo:sure.Letmeinform theMrsI'llbehome

late.



Zamani:lookatyou,beingahusbandisalready

onyourbloodneh?

Mcebo:itcomesnaturallyboy.Youwillsee

whenyoufinallymarryZiningi.

Tobecontinued

BONESOFMYHEART

CHAPTER46

SPHE

Breakfastwasamazingwithherfuturein-laws.

SheisnowhelpingLungilewashdishes.They

aregettingalongwiththeyounglady,makes



herwishMbaliwasolderenoughtohavethese

kindofconversations.

Lungile:Ireallylikeyou,Imeanyouarecool.I

hopeyouandmybrotherlast.

SPHE:Ilikeyoutoo.Youareasmartyounglady

Lungile:Ijusthopeyouwon'tendupinabody

bag..

SPHEshootsalookather,feelingherheart

pumpingfaster

Sphe:whatdoyoumeanbodybag?

Lungile:Ilovemybrothersomuchbuthe



doesn'tdeserveyou.Sphe,youarenotgoingto

helporchangehim.

Mom anddadsweptitunderthecarpetsaying

itwasanaccident.Iwasthere,hechasedher

throughthisstaircaseandshetrippedandfell.

Spheshewaspregnant.Iwasonly10,I

watchedinhorrorandtrustme,tilltodaythey

thinkIdon'tknow.

Sphefeelsherthroatgettingdryinstantly.What

Lungilesayscorrespondstowhateveryone

havebeentryingtotellher.

Shehasnoreasontoliethatmuchabouther

brotherright?She's14andknowstheimpactof

lyingright?



RightthenZimeappearslaughingwithhis

father.Hehugsherfrom herbackandSphe

freezes.

Zime:love,areyoualright?Lungilewhatareyou

doingtomywoman?

Lungilerollshereyesandtakethedishestothe

cupboards

Sphe:mhm,Ineedtogobabe.Ziphohascalled

andsaidthere'sagirlchillaxatherplace

Zime:awlove,Iwashopingthatyouaregoing

tospendthewholedayherewithmyparents.

DadandIaregoingouttobuymoremeat.



Sphedoesn'ttrusthisparents,Imeanwhat

lengthwilltheycangotoprotecttheirson?She

isnotsafeevenwiththem around.

Sphe:pleaseapologiseonmybehalflove.I

reallyneedtogo.Please.

Zime:(sighs)okaythen.I'lldriveyou.

Shewantstorefusebutit'sgoingtoraise

suspicionsfrom hissidesosheagrees

Sphe:letmegosaygoodbyetoyourmother.

MCEBO



TheyarewaitingwithZamanioutsidethehigh

schoolplayingmusiccheckingontime

Mcebo:Zamani,promisemethatyouarenot

goingtopressurethischildintosexwhenyou

finallyfindher?She'sstillaminor

Zamani:Idon'teventhinkabouthavingsex

whenIthinkofher.Ijustwanttoloveherright

bafo.

Mcebo:andwhataboutyourothergirlfriends?

Zamani:Iwillgetridofthem.

Theschoolbellringsandloadsoflearners

approachthegategoinghome.



Mcebo:arewegoingtoseehermara

kulomhlambiongaka?

Zamani:let'sgetoutofthecar.

Mcebo:itwasgoingtobebetterifyouhada

pictureofheratleast.

Theywaitforabout10minutesuntilZamani

seesher.She'swithayoungboyholdinghands.

Zamani:(shouting)that'sher!Ziningi!

Sheturnaroundandlookatthepersoncalling

hername.Zamanirushestoherside.Sheholds

Sthembiso'shandsotight.



Zamani:Ziningi,Ihavebeenlookingforyou!

Rememberme,Igaveyoualiftamonthago.

ThisismybrotherMcebo.Andthisisherbafo.

Mcebo:she'sbeautiful.HelloZiningi.

Ziningi:Sawubonabhutikunjani?(Greetings

brotherhowareyou?)

Mcebo:I'm good,doyoumindifwegiveyou

guysaride?It'sreallyhottoday...

Shewantstosaynobutthinkforherlittle

brotherwhoiscomplainingaboutheadache

already.



Ziningi:thatwillbeappreciated,thankyou.

Mcebo:awesome,littlechampcomesitwith

meatthefront.

HesayssoZamanicanbewithherattheback

Zamani:areyoualright?Yourememberme

right?

Ziningi:yesZamani,Irememberyou.

Zamani:(smiling)Iam happyyoustillknowmy

name.Wearegoingtogetsomelunch,Ihope

youarecoolwiththat?



Ziningi:aslongaswewon'ttaketime.

DANIEL

Ziphoknockonceintheclub'sofficeandwalk

inlockingthedoorbehindher.Hepause

everythingheisdoingandlooksather

Howdidhegetsolucky?Sheputherhandbag

inthetableandgobehindhischairtogivehim

awarm hug.

Daniel:mhmm,it'slikeyouknowIneededthat

Zipho:(massaginghim)youareworkinghard

mylove.Iwasthinkingoftakingyououtona

holidaybutIwillneedsomecash



Daniel:(laughing)whoistakingwhooutkanti?

Zipho:meusingyourmoney.Comeonlove,it's

thethoughtthatcounts

Daniel:ofcoursebaby,thankyou.I'm grateful.

Zipho:lookatyoumessingwithme.Haveyou

spokentoyoursonyet?

Daniel:Ihavebeenmeaningtomaketimefor

ustositdownandtalkabouttheweddingissue

Zipho:lovecanIaskthatyougoeasyonhim?

LastIfeltlikeyouweretooharshonhim.Yes

marryinginsecretwasn'tawisemovebutheis



inloveandhappyhle

I'm sureyouwantthatforhim,tofinallymove

onfrom hisex.Allheneedsishisfather's

guidanceandsupportintothisthancriticising

him.Youaretheonlyparenthe'sleftwithsince

hismotherchosetodisappear.

Daniel:Ihearyouandyouareright.Wehave

beenthroughsomuchandthisisthetimewe

shouldunite

Zipho:thisiswhatI'm tryingtosaybabaka

Asante

Danielturnthechairaroundandfaceher.He

getsheronhislap,hishandgrabbingonher

ass



Daniel:yourmaturityandwisdom turnmeon

bigtime

Zipho:(bitingherlowerlipseductively)isit?

Daniel:(pointingonhistrousers)seefor

yourself.I'm sureit'ssafeforustoasexercise.

Zipho:haiboDaniel,wedon'thavecondoms.

Daniel:aren'tyouonpill?

Zipho:webothknowhowyoursoldiersshoot

passthoseright?



Daniel:(laughing)don'tworry,I'llpullout.

Hekissesherliftingherdressuphishands

travellingallaroundherbody.

ZININGI

Zamanidroppedheroffabitfarfrom where

theyactuallystay.Shedidn'twanthim tosee

wheretheyarestaying

Hepromisedtocomebytomorrowtobringher

acellphonesotheycancommunicate.Sheis

stillthinkinghowsheisgoingtotellhermother

aboutit

Theyarriveathomeandfindhersleeping.Butit



lookslikesheishavinganightmarebecause

sheispanting,tossingaroundandmumbling

Ziningishakeherupandshefinallywakesup

openinghereyes.

Nokuthula:thatdream again.Ineedtofindher,I

needtofindher.Sheisdanger.

ZIPHO

AfterleavingDaniel'soffice,shewentbythe

pharmacytogetmorningafterpillsjustto

makesure.Shecan'tbepregnantagainyooh.

Afterthatsheboughtfewstuffshe'sgoingto

usecookingdinnersinceMcebowillbecoming



overwithMitch.It'sgoingtobethefirsttime

Danielmeetsherandshehopeseverything

goeswell.

Herphonerings,it'sSphe.

Zipho:mntase

Sphe:pleaseopenformeI'm outside.

Zipho:okay...

Hercardrivesinandmomentlatershewalksin

lookingspooked.

Zipho:Sphe,whathappened,areyoualright?



Sphe:arewealone?

Zipho:yes,it'smeandSantybutshe'ssleeping.

Whatisit?

Sphe:(sittingdown)I'm sostupidZipho.You

guyswarmedme.WasIthatdesperatetobe

lovedandbeinarelationship?

Zipho:mntasewhatareyoutalkingabout?

Sphe:Zimehavebeenstalkingmethroughthe

watchheboughtme

Zipho:wait,Zimeagain?Didn'tyouguysbreak

upafterhethrewacupatyou?



Ziphoistheonlyonewhoknowsaboutthat

incidentandshetoldSphetoleavehim

immediately

Sphe:wegotbacktogetheryesterday.Ifelt

sorryforhim andIfoundmyselfunderhisarms

again

Zipho:Sphemaraawuzwa!(Youdon'tlisten)tell

meaboutthewatch,howdidyoufindoutabout

it?

Sphe:todaywhenhedroppedmeoff,wehad

sexinmyplaceandheinsistedthatIworeit.

AftertheconversationIhadwithhissister,I

becameverysuspiciousandopenedit.



Zipho:nowI'm interestedinknowingwhathis

sistersaid.

Sphe:apparentlyhekilledoneofhisgirlfriend,

shewaspregnantandhisparentsmadethe

issuedisappear

Zipho:mygoodnessSphe!Youdorealizethatit

couldhavebeenyouthatday?Hisparentsare

twistedjustlikehim!Thatwassomeone's

daughter!

Sphe:(rubbingherpalmstogether)pleaseget

meyourman'sstrongestwhiskey

Zipho:drinkingalcoholwillnotmakethis

problem disappearSphe.Youneedtomakea

decisionandmakeitwithasobermind.



Withallthisinyourhandsandeyes,whatare

yougoingtodo?

Sphe:(sighs)thisishard.Partofmewantsto

helphim ..

Zipho:haiboSphe!Youarenotarehabcenter

forbrokenpeople!Pleasedon'tdothat.

Sphe:Zipho,youaretheonlypersonIconfide

into.IloveZime..

Zipho:(closinghereyeswithherhandsonthe

face)Godhelpme!

Tobecontinued
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MCEBO

DinnerwithhisfatherandZiphowentwell.

Ziphoisdefinitelyhisfather'skeeper.It'sthe

respectbetweenthetwoofthem thatmakes

him wishhismarriagewouldbelikethat.Peace

andhonesty.

Daniel:Ican'tbelievethatyougettospeak

Englishevenintheearlyhoursofthemorning.



Hesaysastheyarechillingbythebalcony

drinkingandthewomenaredoingdishes

MCEBO:(chuckling)comeondad,ofcourseI

am teachingherourlanguage.Ican'tsurvive

speakingEnglisheveryday

Daniel:hahahatrustmeyouhaveadoptedit

already.It'sinyourblood.Jokesaside,Iwilltell

therestofourfamilymembersthatyouare

nowreadytotakeherasyourwifeandbegin

withthepreparations

MCEBO:pleasedon'tmakeuncleDustinthe

leadnegotiatoronthis.Icanimaginethedrama

Daniel:(laughing)trustme,there'salways

dramawhenitcometothesethings.It'show



onehandleitthatmatters

MCEBO:dadIhaveafavortoaskyou.Can

mom bepresentinallthepreparationsand

celebrations?

Daniel:yourmotheristroublebutshe'syour

mother.ForyoursakeIhopeshe'sgoingto

behaveforyou.

MCEBO:ifit'smeansmekeepingonherleash,I

will.Thankyousomuchfortodaydad.Itruly

appreciateit.

Daniel:youarewelcomeson,Ican'twaitto

havemixedracegrandkids



Mceboflashesaweaksmilerememberingthat

Mitchistranshenceshecan'tbepregnant

unlesstheygetasurrogate.

Mcebo:letmegoseeZiphobeforeweleave.

TheywalkbackinandMcebofindsZipho

changingAsante'snapfrom herpinkdecorated

bedroom.

Mcebo:knockknock

Zipho:Mcebo,comein

Mcebo:weareabouttotakeourleavenow.

Thanksforthegreathospitalityandforactually

talkingtomydad



Zipho:it'sapleasure,I'm gladIcouldhelp

Mcebo:areyoualright?Youhavebeenawfully

quietduringdinner

Zipho:(sighs)Iam justworriedaboutSphe.

Shesummariesthestoryforhim andMcebo

listensattentively

Mcebo:IhearyoubutIam afraidthere's

nothingyoucoulddoorsaytoherthatwill

influenceherdecision.Onlyheriscapableof

leavingZimeifshewantsto.

Zipho:buttheguyisdangerousMcebo



Mcebo:andSpheisanadult.Lethermakeher

ownmistakes

Zipho:andifhermistakeendsherinacoffinke?

Mcebo:theninhernextlifeshewilllearnto

listenanduseherbraininsteadofherheart.No

don'tlookatmelikethat,IknowI'm sounding

heartlessrightnowbutyouneedtostayaway

from thisdramabeforeyouputyourselfand

Asanteindanger.

Sometimeswehavetoletpeopleexperience

thedangerofourwarningsfirsthand,nomatter

howmuchwelovethem

IknowyouloveandcareforherbutIam asking



youasyourfriendtotakeastepback.Youhave

ababythatneedshermother.

Don'tgoaroundplayingherotopeoplewho

don'tdeserveit.Whensheisreadyforyourhelp,

that'swhenyouaregoingtostepupandhelp

her.

Rightnow,letherbe.Goodnight.Don'tstress

yourselfaboutthis.Ok?

ZiphonodsandacceptsAsantefrom him.

Mceboleavestheroom.

ZIME

Beingsuspendedfrom workisdrivinghim mad.



Hedecidedtopushtimebydoingaresearchon

thisotherdiseaseandhelpinghisfriendonhis

surgery.

ComingtohishousehefindsSphecookingand

smiles.Thistimeheisdefinitelygoingtomake

thingsright.Hecannotaffordtolooseheragain

Hehasalreadystartedshoppingforaring,he

wantstoproposewhileeverythingisgoingwell

intheirrelationship

ZIME:it'ssmellsgreatinhere.Whatareyou

making?

Heaskshuggingherbackfrom behindkissing

herneck



Sphe:yourfavorite,Iaskedyourmom fora

recipe.IhopeIdiditright

Zime:Itrustyoutodeliveritbabe.I'm going

takeaquickshowerandjoinyou

Sphe:okaybeforeyougo,Igotsomethingto

showyou.

Zime:okay?

Sheopensherbagandhandshim twotickets

smiling.Zimelooksatthem andsigh.

Sphe:Ireallythinkweneedthisbabe,there'sa

retreatandsomanysessionsthataregoingto

helpus



Zime:babewecan'tgo.RememberI'm still

beinginvestigatedatwork?Theyaregoingto

thinkI'm runningaway.

Sphe:ohyeah,Ididn'tthinkaboutthat.I'm sorry.

Zime:it'sokay,I'm happythatyouthoughtof

thisforus.It'sbeautiful.Iwillaskmyfatherand

seeifwecan'tgo,evenifit'sforacoupleof

days.

Sphe:(smiling)thatwillbeamazingbabe.Okgo

showerI'llbedishingupandyouwilltellme

howyourdaywas

Zime:alrightbaby,10minutesIwillbeback.



DAYSLATER

ZIPHO

Sheisloadinghermother'sstockinsidehercar

bootwhenthiswomanapproachesher.Zipho

getsfrightenedbyhowshegrabherarm

Nokuthula:I'm sorry,Ididn'tmeantohurtyou

Zipho:youdidn'tbutscaredme.HowcanIhelp

you?

Nokuthula:Ihavebeentryingtofindmy

daughterwithnoluck.Myancestorsguidedme

toyou



Zipho:whoisyourdaughterma'am?

Thewomansearchinsideherbagandcomes

outwithapictureandhandsittoZipho.

Zipho:Sphe?YouareSphe'smother?

Nokuthula:yesandIknowit'sdifficulttobelieve

meandIwishIhavetimetoproveittoyou.

Zipho:Ibelieveyou.Imeanyoulookexactlylike

her.

Nokuthula:(sighsinrelief)thankGod.Please

helpmefindher.Ineedtofindher,sheisnot

safewhereversheis



Zipho:urhm,SpheisnotinSouthAfrica

currently.SheleftwithherboyfriendtotheUK

Nokuthula:ohmsindisi!Icannotbelate,canI?

Notaftersomanyyearsofmovingfrom one

placetoanothersearchingforher.Pleasemy

dearifyoucanhelpmefindher.

Zipho:pleasegetinsidethecarma,I'lltrytocall

someonewhomighthelpus

TheygetinsidethecarandZiphocallsDustin

holdingherbreath.

Dustin:MaGxabhashe



Zipho:Dustin,Ineedyourhelp.

Dustin:whatiswrong?

Zipho:SpheleftwithZimetoUK.I'm withher

biologicalmotherrightnowwhoisasangoma

andshetellsmethatancestorsshowedher

Sphebeingindanger.

Dustin:Spheisinaholidaywithhermanlivingit

upandpostingaboutit.Idon'tunderstandhow

I'm supposedtogetinvolved.

Zipho:Dustinplease.

Dustin:Zipho,no!I'm notSphe'skeepersoare

you!StopthismadnessorelseI'm goingtotell



Danielandwe'lltakeAsantesothatwhenthis

lunaticcomesafteryou,findsyoualone.

Zipho:youcan'tdothat.Spheoncemeant

somethingtoyouright?

Dustin:youarenotgoingtoemotionally

blackmailmeintothis.Spheleftvoluntarilyand

ifshefeelsunsafe,she'sgoingtofindherway

backhomeherself.

I'm warningyouforthelasttimetoleavethisor

elseyouaregoingtoregretit.

ThecallendsandZipholooksatthewoman

feelingpityforher



Zipho:I'm sorryMa

Nokuthula:Iunderstandmydearandheisright.

It'snotyourbattletofightbutcanIaskthatI

sendamessagetoher?Please

Zipho:okay,thefastestwayistosenda

WhatsAppvoicemessage.

ZIME

Heiscomingfrom takingaswim andwalkinto

theirbedroom.Hetakehisphonefrom the

chargerthatisnexttoSphe's.Somethingtells

him totakeSphe'sphoneandgotoWhatsApp.

Hefiguredherpasswordlongago.



Hefindsa10minutesvoicemessagefrom

Ziphoanddeleteitwithoutplayingit.Heputs

thephonebackonchargerandtakeoutthe

clothestheyaregoingtowear.

Sphefinallycomesoutofshowerandgoes

straighttoherphone.

Sphe:didyoutouchmyphonebyanychance?

Zime:noIdidn't,why?

Sphe:I'm findingatextfrom Ziphoaskingmeto

listentothevoicenoteshesentbutthereisno

voicenotehere.HenceI'm askingifyou

touchedmyphone?



Zime:no,Ididn't.Forgetthephoneandlet'sgo

beforewegetlate

Tobecontinued
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ZIME

Theyarehavingtheirmealoversomesoftlight

music.Atleastthemessageissuehasbeenput

torestafterheconvincedherthathedidn't

touchherphone.

Healsodoesn'tknowwhyhedeletedthat

messageandhekindofregretsit.Maybeit's



becausehedoesn'tlikethatgirl,andfeelslike

willbeendofhisrelationshipwithSphe

HeendeduptellingSphethatmaybeZiphosent

themessagebutitwasn'tsentfrom herside

andtoldSphetoaskhertosendItagain.

Thatishowthedustgotsettledbecauseheis

stillwinninghertrustback,thiswasgoingtobe

astumblingblockontheirprogress.

Sphe:areyoualrightbabe?Youhavebeen

sippingonthatwinealotthanyoushould.I'm

afraidIwillhavetocarryyouonmybackwhen

weleavehere.

Consideringthefactthatyoudon'tdrinkatall



ShesayslaughingandZimeclearshisthroat.

ZIME:Ihadtostopdrinkingbecauseofmy

conditionandheavymedicationIam taking

Sphe:ohbaby.I'm sorry.Butonenightwon't

hurtandI'm heresonothingwillhurtyou.

ZIME:(takingherhandsIntohis)youaresuch

anamazingpersonSphe,Iknewthesecond

timeIsawyouthatIhavetogetyou

NowthatIhaveyou,Iam notgoingtoletyou

go.Noonehaseverlovedmethewayyoudo.I

meanforplanningthisholidayfrom yourown

expensestellsmealotaboutthewomanthat

youare.



InowknowthatindeedGod'stimingisthebest.

ImeanallthistimeIhavebeenlookingformy

ribinwrongplaces

Iam sohappytohavefinallyfoundyou.With

youIfeelcalm andsafe.Youmakemefeel

worthy,makesmebelievethatIcanactuallybe

lovedthesamewayIlove.

Withoutwastingmoretime,SphesihleXulu,will

youpleasemakemethehappiestmaninthe

worldandmarryme?

Sphe:what?ZIME!

ZIME:pleasebaby.Iknowit'sbeenacoupleof

monthsbutIalreadyknowthatyouaretheone

destinedforme



Pleasesayyesbabymyheartisabouttocome

outofmymouth

Sphe:(tearsfallingdownherface)yes,yesI'll

marryyou!

ZIMEslidestheringdownherfingerandthe

peopleintherestaurantclaptheirhands

congratulatingthem astheysealthedealwitha

passionatekiss

Themanagerbringsthem apieceofcakeand

wineonthehousetocongratulatethem inthis

perfectbeautifulmoment

Sphe:Ican'tbelieveIam someone'sfiance!

Godthisisadream cometrue!



ZIME:wellyoubetterbelieveitbabybecause

it'shappening.YouarebecomingMrsNtuli!

Sphe:letmesnapandpostthis.OhmyGod

babe.Thankyou.Ipromisetobebyyoursidein

everythingandsupportyouinthisjourneyof

startingover..Icannotwaittobeyourwife!

ZIME:thankyoubaby.YouseewhyIloveyou

somuch?Youaregoingtomakeagreat

motherandwife.

Sphe:(laughingwhiletakingpicturesofher

finger)notanytimesoonhun.Idon'twantto

ruinmyfigure.

Zime:howaboutwetakethispartybacktoour



room andfinishourcelebrationthere?

Sphe:(smiling)youarereadingmymind!

Zime:let'sleavethisplace.

NTOMBI

Shewokeupearlytomakebreakfastforher

guest.Yesterdayshealmostfaintedwhen

Ziphodroveinwithawomanshelastsaw28

yearsagoatthehospital.

Althoughshelostthecolorofhercomplexion,

sherecognizedherfrom themomenttheireyes

locked.SheisSphe'sreplica.



Nokuthula:goodmorningsis

Ntombi:goodmorningdear.Didyousleepwell?

Nokuthula:(smiling)Idid,yourbedwas

comfortableandyourblanketswarm.Idon't

rememberwhenlastIhadsuchluxury.

Ntombi:yesterdaywasanemotionalnightwe

leftmostthingshanging.Whathappened

becauseyouweregoingtogetmarriedwhen

youdroppedyourchild?

Nokuthula:Ididgetmarriedsis.Myhusband

wasveryrichbuthedidn'tlovemeasItoldyou

thatmyparentsarrangedmetohim .They

practicallyforcedthismarriagedownmythroat.



Thefirstyearsofmarriagewastrauma.He

wouldabusemephysicallyandemotionally.I

wasalreadygoingthroughthemostabout

abandoningmybaby.

Astimegoesbyhestartedwarminguptome

andtreatedmeright.Youknowhowawoman's

heartwork,Iopeneduptothelove.

Igavehim twobeautifulchildren.Unfortunately

hepassedon2yearsbackandhisfamily

kickedmeandthekidswithnothingonour

name.

Iwassurprisedthatevenafterwehad

reconciledandlivedasahappycouplehedidn't

thinkofleavingsomethingforhiskids



Ntombi:afterGod,fearmen!

Nokuthula:Ithencamethissidealltheway

from Limpopo.Ikepthavingvisionsabout

wheresheis.Theancestorsshowedmeclearly

howshelookedlike

SeeingheratthegaragetheotherdayIfroze.I

didn'tknowwhattosaybutshealsofeltit.The

connectiontransferredfrom myhandtohers

immediately.

Ntombi:that'smagical.Maybeyourpresenceis

goingtohelpheralot.Ifeellikeeversinceshe

foundoutthatsheisnotmybiologicaldaughter

andhowshewasconceived,something

changedinher.



Nokuthula:ohman.Somethingisdefinitely

wronginherlifeandtheguyshe'swith....

Ntombi:whatabouthim?He'saniceboy.

Nokuthula:noheisnot.Ihavebeenhaving

visionsofhim killingher.

Ntombi:noways!

Nokuthula:ntombi,Iam notheretotake

Sphesihlefrom you.Ibelieveyouhavedonean

exceptionalworkinraisingher.

IjustneedamomentwithhertoexplainwhyI

didwhatIdidandforyoutohelpmewithher

ceremony.Sphesihlengumntwanawedlozi



althoughhowshewasconceivedwasnotright

butshereceivedbothherparentsgiftthatshe

needstoacknowledgeinorderforthingstogo

wellinherlife

Ntombi:ohthixo.Idon'tseeheragreeingto

that

Nokuthula:unfortunatelyifshedoesn'tnothing

isgoingtogowellinherlife.Theancestorscan

drivethisguyevenmoreworsejusttopunish

herfordisobedience

Butbesidesthat,thisboyisnotrightforher.She

mustleavehim,hishandsarefullofblood

Ntombi:yoohmsindisi.Sotellme,themanwho

violatedyou,herfather,ishestillalive?



Ntombi:no,buthiseldestsonwhotookoveris.

Heistheonewhoisgoingtotrainher

Ntombi:wecanonlyprayandhopethatshewill

listenandIwillhelpyou.

Sohowaboutyouandyourchildrenmovein

withus?It'sgoingtohelpwithbondingwithher

Nokuthula:Idon'twanttoinconvenienceyou

sis.AlreadyyouhavedonesomuchandIcan't

takeanadvantageofthat

Ntombi:nonsense,itisgoingtobetemporary

untilwegotyouadecentplace.Thishouseis

bigandtrustme,Imisshavinganadult

conversation.Mykidsarestillyoungandmy



helperdoesn'ttalkmuch

Nokuthula:ifyouinsist.

Ntombi:Iinsist.Juniorcandowitha

brother/friend.

Nokuthula:(smiling)thankyousis.Youareso

kind

Ntombi:trustme,I'vegotmyownflaws

Nokuthula:whodoesn't?Whereisyourbaby

daddy?

Ntombi:hepassedaway..



Nokuthula:no,I'm talkingaboutyourdaughter's

father

Ntombi:oh,heleftforGermany...

Nokuthula:heisgoingtocomebackandy'all

aregoingtobefamilyagain.

Ntombi:(chuckling)Nokuthulaplease.Thatman

ismarriedwithkidsokay?There'snowayhe

canleavehisfamilyforme

Nokuthula:whenthatdayfinallycomes,Iwill

remindyouofthisconversation.That'sifIwill

livethatlongtoseeit



Ntombi:youserious?Youarenotmessingup

withmeright?

Nokuthulasmilesandsipsonhercupoftea.

SPHE

Sheisseatedonthefloor,herkneesbroughtup

toherchestandtearsarestreamingdownher

face.

Shefinallygotachancetolistentothevoice

messageZiphoresent.Hearinghermother's

politevoiceforthefirsttimeeverevokeher

emotionsandhowshepouredherheartout

begginghertocomebackhomesotheycan

talk.



Zimewakesupandfindsthesideofthebed

empty.HestepsonthefloorandseesSpheon

thefloor.

Zime:babe,iseverythingokay?Whyareyou

here?Howlonghaveyoubeenup?

SPHE:anhourIthink.

Zime:okay,youarecrying.Why?

SPHE:themessageZiphosentmewasactually

from mymother.

Zime:iseverythingwrongwithyourmom or

siblings?



SPHE:no,mybiologicalmother.

Zime:ohw?Really?Howareyoufeeling?Whatis

shesaying?

SPHE:Idon'tknowhowI'm feelingZime.She

wantsmetocomehomesowecantalk.

Iam excitedtoknowthatshelookedandfound

measIhavebeenskepticalaboutdoingityou

know?Thefearofrejectionandall.

Butnowthatithashappened,Ihavesomany

things.Likewhyisshelookingformenow?

Whatdoesshewants?Whywasshequiteall

theseyears?



Zime:babyIunderstandtheconfusionand

frustrationsthissituationbrings.ButIsuggest

therightpersontoanswerallthesequestions

it'sher.

Andforyourownpeaceofmind,Isuggestthat

wetakethenextavailableflightbackhome

today.

SPHE:andourholiday?Westillhavetwomore

days..

Zime:it'sokaybabe.It'sbeenfunandamazing.

Wecan'tcontinuetostayherewithsuch

emergency.Andtrustme,wearenotgoingto

enjoyit

ThanksforthetreatmyloveIappreciateitso



much.PackourthingsandI'llcheckwhattime

istheflightsbackhomeavailable.

SPHE:okay,Iwilltakeashowerfirstthenwe'll

havebreakfasttogether.

Zime:okay,baby.Don'tstress,I'vegotyouokay?

Whateverthissituationbrings,Iam notgoingto

leaveyourside.

SPHE:thankyou.

Zime:IloveyouMrsNtulitobe.

SPHE:(smiling)Iloveyoutoohubbytobe

Zime:that'sthesmileIwaslookingfor,go



shower.

TheyshareatighthugandSphegetsupfrom

thefloorandheadstotheshower...

Tobecontinued...

BONESOFMYHEART

CHAPTER49

NOKUTHULA

Ntombihiredacartofetchherandthekids

backtothehouse.Nokuthulacan'tbelievethat

aftereverythingsheisstillshowingher

kindness



ShewasworriedthinkingmaybeNtombiwill

notwelcomeherorthinkthatsheishereto

takeherdaughteraway.

Ziningi:somamaweareleavingourhome?

Again?

Nokuthula:babyIpromisethisisthelasttime

wearemoving.Ihavefoundyoursistersothere

won'tbeanyneedtomoveagain

Ziningi:Ireallyhopeit'sforthelasttime

becauseI'm tiredofchangingschools

Nokuthula:therewon'tbeaneedforyouto

changeyourschoolnow.Yesit'sabitdistant

butI'm surethere'stransporttoyourschool.



Ziningi:okaymom,howdoyouthinkshewill

feelwhensheseesyou?

Nokuthula:Iam expectinganythingmybaby.I

meanit'sbeensuchaverylongtime.

Ziningi:Ihopeeverythingisgoingtogowelland

sheisgoingtobeunderstandingand

welcoming.

Iam lookingforwardtomeetherandbuildthat

relationshipwithherasmyeldersister.

Nokuthula:thatwouldbebeautifulmybaby.I

am prayingforthat.Youtoreconcileandget

along.



Ziningi:letuspackthem mama.

SPHE

ShespentthenightatherplacewithZimeand

todaysheispreparingherselftogomeetup

withherbiologicalmother.

Zimewalksinwithacappuccinoandgivesitto

her

Zime:Ihopethisisgoingtohelp.Youdidn't

sleepwelllastnight.Youkepttossingand

turning.

Worriedabouthowtodayisgoingtobelike?



SPHE:yeah,myheartisbeatingupsofast

Zime:howIwishitwaspossibletoswoop

bodies.Carryallthestressandanxietyforyou.

Sphe:(smiling)youaresosweetmarababe.

UnfortunatelythisIhavetodoallmymyself

andalone

Zime:Ihopeeverythingisgoingtogowell.

Sphe:Ishouldgonow.I'llseeyouIdon'tknow

whenbutIam goingtocallyou.

Zime:okbabe.Letmeheadstomyplace.Do

updatemehoweverythinggoes.



Sphedrivestohermother'shouseplaying

gospelmusicjusttocalm downhernerves.

Shespendsabout10minutesinsidehercar

prayingbeforegettingoutofit.Thedistance

betweenhercarandthemaindoorleading

insidethehouseseemsfaryetnear

Sheopensthedoorandwalksinsideslowly.

Theconversationandlaughtercomingfrom the

diningareamakesherkneesweak.

Theyallspotherassoonasshewalksin.Her

eyeslandstothewomanshegavemoneyfew

daysago.Nowthatshecleanedup,shesees

thebeautyandhergenes.

Silencefillstheroom.Shebalancewithachair



andgaspforherasherchesttightenup.

Ntombi:kids,let'sgivethem privacy

Sphe:no,everybodystays.

Shesayspullingthechairandsitsdown.

NTOMBIinsistsonsendingJuniorand

Sthembisoaway.Thenannytakesthem tothe

othersideofthehouse.

Nokuthula:youhavegrownup.I'm sogladto

finallyseeyou.

Sphechuckleslookingdowntryingtostopthe

tearscomingfrom hereyes.



Sphe:whydidyouleaveme?Whyareyouhere

aftersuchalongtime?Isitbecauselifehas

showedyouflamesandyouarelookingforan

easywayoutfrom poverty?

Ziningishootsheralooksilentlyandreturn

backtoeating.

Nokuthula:Iunderstandhowyoufeel...

Sphe:youdon'tunderstandsh*tabouthowI'm

feeling!

Ntombi:(reprimandingher)Sphesihle!!

Nokuthula:(sighs)it'sokaysis.Lethergetoff

whatsheisfeelingfrom herchest



Ntombi:Ididn'traisehertobedisrespectful.

Shecandosoinarespectfulmanner!

Sphe:(chuckling)sonowyouaregoingto

controlmyreactionandhowI'm supposedto

befeeling?

Nokuthula:no,likeIsayIunderstandhowyou

feel.Ididn'tabandonyoubecauseIwantedto

Sphesihle.Lifewasn'teasyforme.

Iwassickforaverylongtimenotknowingwhat

iswrongwithme.ItwasthenrevealedthatI

havetogothwasa.

AdecisionIdidn'twelcomesoeasilybutI

endedupgoing.Itwasnoteasythere.Iusedto



crymyeyesouteveryday.

ThegobelahatedthatandsaidIwastooweak

andspoiled.Thisothertimefetchingfirewood

from theForest,heforcedhimselfonme.

Ididn'tbelievewhatwashappening.IthoughtI

wasdreaming.Thefollowingdayheapologized

andsaidhedoesn'tknowwhatwentwrongwith

him andcleansedmewithagoat

Istayedtherealthoughthingsweren'tgoing

well.IdiscoveredIwaspregnantonthe5th

month.

Iknewtellingmyparentswasoutofplace.Ihad

ahusbandwaitingformeassoonasIfinished

withmytraining.



Ihidthepregnancyuntillaborpainshitme.

Luckilyhewasnothomethatday.Theother

traineesrushedmetothehospitalthinkingI

wassickorsomething

Igavebirthandthenmetthiswomanwho

assistedmewithdelivery.Itoldheraboutthe

plansandeverythingiwasgoingthrough.

InmymindIwashopingthatshewasgoingto

giveyouuptotheorphanagebutshetookyou

inandraisedyouasherown.

Sphe:soalltheseyears,28yearstobeexact.

Youdidn'tthinkofcomingtofindme?

Nokuthula:thefirstyearsofmymarriagewas



nothappyandhealthy.AndIknewthatyouare

probablyadoptedandsettledwhereveryouare.

Ididn'twanttocomeanddisturbyourliving

conditionwithwhicheverfamilyyouwerewith.

Sphe:andlookatyounow.Youarehere.

Nokuthula:Ididn'tcomehereonmyownwill.

Theancestorspushedmetofindyoubecause

yourlifeisindanger

Sphe:ohwow.Mylifeisindangerinwhichway?

Nokuthula:Idon'tthinkweshouldtalkabout

thattodaySphe.Todaylet'sfocuson...



Sphe:no,wearenotleavinganythingunsaid.

Whoknows,maybeIam seeingyouforthelast

time.Youaregoingtodisappearagain.

Nokuthula:Iwon't.Iam heretohelpyou

removethedarkcloudhangingoveryouandif

youarecomfortable,form arelationshipwith

youandyoursiblings

Sphe:whatdarkcloudareyoutalkingabout?

Nokuthula:youneedtogothwasaSphesihle.

Youhavebothyourparents'sgift

Sphe:wondersshallneverend!Idon'thaveany

giftmina!Isthatthereasonwhyyousaymylife

isindanger?BecauseIhavetogothwasaand

berapedaswell?



Nokuthula:thepersonwho'sgoingtotrainyou

isyourfather'sson.Heknowsaboutthis.Your

latefathervisitedhim throughadream and

inform him aboutit

YourlifeIsindangerbecauseofthemanyou

arewith.Iseeyouarewearinghisringbut

unfortunatelyyoucannotmarryhim

Heisadangertoyouandhimself.Thespiritof

thegirlhekilledlivesinsidehim andterrotise

him.Untilhegoestothegirl'sparentsand

confess,everygirlheisgoingtokilleverygirlhe

meets

Sphe:thisishighgradebullshit!Youhavebeen

hereforfewminutesbutyouknowsomuch



aboutmylife!Whohavebeenfeedingyouallof

this?.

Ziphoright?Yesit'sher!Wow,Ididn'tbelieve

Zimewhenhesaidshewasjealous.Letme

makethisclear,Iam goingtomarryZime

whethery'alllikeitornot.

Nokuthula:theonlythingthatgirldidwastogive

meherphonetorecordthatmessageand

drovemehere.AllwhatI'm tellingyouIhave

beenshownitthroughmydreams

Sphe:youmustthinkI'm stupidtobelievethis

Ziningi:whyareyousorude?



Nokuthula:Ziningi...

Ziningi:nomama.Thisladycameherewith

intentionsofdisrespectingyounottolisten

whatyouhavetosay!Eversincesheopened

hermouth,sheutterednothingotherthan

disrespect!

Sphe:Idon'tevenknowwhoyouaresoI

suggestyoukeepquietbecauseyoudon'tknow

what'sgoingonhere

Ziningi:Iam notgoingtosithereandlistenyou

disrespectmymother.Idon'tcondonewhat

shedidyes,Ialwaystoldhersheshouldhave

donebetter,runawaywithyoumaybebutnow

sheishere.



Giveherachanceandlisten!Mygoodness!The

wayIhavebeenlookingforwardtomeetyou,I

am sodisappointed!

Sphe:it'ssoeasyforyoutotalk.Youaretalking

from pointofprivilege.

Ziningi:whatpointofprivilege?It'snotlikeyou

lackedamother'sloveoryouwereabused

growingup.

Youarejustpuredisrespectfulnje,showingoff

spoiltbrattendencies...

Sphejumpsovertohertryingtoslapherbut

Ziningiblocktheslap.



Ziningi:don'teventhinkaboutit!

Thegirlsexchangeuglystares.

Ntombi:Sphesihle.That'senough.Iam seated

herlisteningtoyouandIam inshockofyour

behavior.Stopthisnow!

Shestormsoutandrunstoherbedroom where

shecrieshereyesout.Thedooropensand

Nokuthulawalksin.

Nokuthula:pleasetrytocalm down.Astressis

notgoodforababy.

Spheshootsheralookquicklywipinghereyes.



Sphe:whatbaby?

Nokuthula:youarepregnantSphesihle.

Sphe:no!Itcanneverbe!

Nokuthulatouchesherhandandherstomach.

Nokuthula:yesyouare.

Sphesihlekeepssayingnoandrunsoutofthe

housestraighttohercar.

ZIME

Hespentthewholedayassistinghisfriendat



thesurgery.Whatheislookingforwardtoat

thispointisaproperbathandcatchingupwith

hisgirlfriend.

Drivingtohishouse,heseeshercarandgets

excitedimmediately.Sheishome!

Heparkhiscarandrunstothehouse.Hefinds

herpacingupanddownthelivingroom.His

eyeslandonthecoffeetablewhere5

pregnancytestskitsarelaiddown

ZIME:babe...

Sphe:thankGodyouarehome.Pleaseexplain

thistomeZime.



ZIMEtakealookatthekits.Allofthem are

positive.Hesmilesandturntolookather.She

isn'tsmilingthough.Infactsheisatornado.

ZIME:love,thesearetheresultsofthe

exerciseswehavebeenuptothepastmonths.

Sphe:Iam onpill,explainhowthehellthis

happened?

ZIME:wellyouknowcontraceptivesarenot

always100%so...

Sphe:don'ttrymewiththatnonsenseZime!

Don't!Ihavebeenusingthismethodforyears

andnothinghappened.Sowhatareyoutelling

me?



Don'teventhinkoflyingtomebecauseIwill

notberesponsibleformyactions!

ZIME:(sighs)Iswitchedyourbirthcontrolpills

withfertilitytreatment...

Sphe:youdidwhat?!

Tobecontinued...
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CHAPTER50

(Unedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

SPHE



Shecloseshereyesandallowthetearsto

stream downherface.Shewipesthem and

reachfortheringandtakeitoffandthrowitat

Zime

Zime:babe..lovelook

Sphe:Idon'twanttohearanythingcomingout

ofthatmouthofyours!LordknowsItried.Tried

toseethegoodinyouandbelievedthatyouare

actuallyworthyofmylove.

Evenaftereveryonewarnedmeagainstyou,I

stillcontinuedwithyou.Ishouldn'thave.

Zime:love,youareangrynow.Isuggestyou

calm down



Sphe:don'ttellmewhattodo!Youaresickand

twisted!WhotoldyouIwanttohavekids?What

givesyoutherighttoimpregnatemewithout

mypermission?

Whothehellareyoukahlekahle?Ihave

toleratedsomuchbullshitfrom youandthisis

whereIdrawtheline.Youhavewenttoofar

ZimeandIwillneverforgiveyouforthis.Trust

me

Shestormsoutofthehouseanddrivesstraight

tothedoctor.Luckilythere'sfewpeoplesoshe

isnext.

Doctor:areyousurethisiswhatyouwant?

Don'tyouwanttotakesometimeoffandthink

aboutit?



Sphe:no,Iam sureofthis.Idon'twantthis

baby

Doctor:whatisthefathersaying?

Sphe:thisismybodydoctor...

Doctor:ofcourse.Youcangetonthatbedand

we'llcheckhowfarareyouandbeginthe

process.AfterthatI'llreferyoutoa

psychologistthatwillhelpyoudealwiththis

Sphe:Iwillbefinethanks.

Doctor:letmegetyourfile,I'llbewithyouina

minute



HOURSLATER

Sheisbackatherapartmentsleepingonher

bedcrying.Everythingisheavyonherandshe

feelslikesheislosinghermindatthispoint.

ShegrabherphoneandcallsNtombi.

Ntombi:Sphesihle,Ihavebeentryingtocallyou

Sphe:IknowIam seeingthemissedcalls.CanI

pleasespeaktoNokuthulaifshe'sstillaround?

Ntombi:okayholdon



There'ssomeshufflingsoundasNtombimoves

aroundtogiveherthephone

Nokuthula:hellodear.

Sphe:(crying)youwereright.Hedid

impregnatedme.

Nokuthula:ohmylove.It'sokay.It'snottheend

oftheworldandyouareoldenoughnow

Sphe:(wipinghertears)Iterminatedthe

pregnancy

Nokuthula:ohSphe!!

Sphe:Icouldn'tletZimecontrolmewithmy



bodyandlifeanymore.Everyonewarnedme

abouthim.It'snotlikeIdidn'tseewhat

everyonewaspointingout.

Ijustwantedtoproveapoint,thatIam also

normalandcanexperiencewhatothersare

experiencing.

IfIweretobehonest,allofthisstartedwhen

ZiphoandDanielgotserious.Iaskedmyself

whycan'tIbeher?

Whyisshegettingeverythingonasilverplatter?

Nokuthula:whotoldyouthatpeoplehaveto

sufferbeforetheygethappiness?Somepeople

aredestinedtohaveiteasyinlifeandyou

cannotmesswiththat



Sphe:itdidn'tmakesense.She'syoungbutshe

hasitall.Agreatcareer,familyandamanthat

worshipthegroundshewalkson.

Sheisnoteventhatbeautiful,yessheispretty

butnotthewayIam.Ithoughtifshecan

accumulateallthat,socanI.

IlookedforDaniel'squalitiesinZimeandI

wantedtomouldhim tobelikethat

Nokuthula:youneedtocleanseyourheart

Sphesihle.Thisiswherepeoplebecome

witchesbecauseofenvy.

Youcan'tenvysomeone'slife.Youmaythink

thatmaybeallisroseyfrom hersideuntilyou



walkintohershoes.

Iam prettysureithasn'tbeeneasyonhertoo

butbecauseit'sherracesheisabletodealwith

everythingthatcomeswithdatingthatman

Sphe:Iam soashamedofmyselfmama.To

thinkIalmostmarriedamanIknowverywell

thatidon'tlovejusttoproveapoint.

Nokuthula:I'm justgladthatyouhavecometo

yoursensesbeforeit'sgottoolate.Nowstay

awayfrom thatguySphesihle.

Sphe:Iwill,Iam doneforcingthings.Ifyou

couldgivemeanotherchance,Iwouldliketo

knowwhatisexpectedofmefrom the

ancestors



Nokuthula:okaymylove.Whenyouareready,

docomehomeandI'llexplaineverythingtoyou.

Nowrestokay?

Sphe:thankyoumama.

Sheendsthecallandsighsasshefeelslikea

hugeweighthavebeenliftedoffhershoulders

ShegoestoWhatsAppandsendsamessageto

Ziphothatreads"I'm sorry"

ZIPHOopensitandreplyaskingshe'ssorry

aboutwhat?Sherecordsavoicenotetellingher

whathappenedwhenZimewalksin.



Shecancelstherecordingandgetsup

Sphe:howdidyougetinhere?

Zime:wehaveeachother'skeystoourplaces.

Haveyouforgotten?

Sphe:youshouldreturnminesbecauseIdon't

wantyouhereanymore

Zime:Icameheresothatwecantalkaboutit.

SphesihleIwantyoutogivemeachanceto

explainwhyIdidwhatIdid

Sphe:I'vegivenyousomanychancesZime.I'm

done.



Zime:youdon'tmeanthat.BabeI...

Hiseyeslandsonthepadsthatareplacedon

thebedsidetableandhiseyespopout.

Zime:Sphesihlewhatarethesesanitarytowels

doinghere?

Spherollshereyesandgoestothedoor

openingitwideforhim

Sphe:getout.

Zime:youdidn'tkillmybaby,didyou?

Sphe:howisityourbusiness?Thisismybody!



Zime:andthatwasmybaby!

Sphe:yourbabyyouplantedonmybody

withoutmypermission?Youaresickwena!Get

out!

Zimecloseshiseyesinhalingtheairandopens

them.Theyareredandhisforeheadisfurrowed

withveinspoppingonit

Hekickclosesthedoorandtakeoutthekey

puttingitinsidehispocket

Zime:I'm goingtoshowyouwhatcrazylooks

like.Ungijwayelakabiwena!



HegrabSphewithherhairroughlyandpullher

backtoherbedroom slappingheralltheway

ShescreamsandZimethrowsheronthefloor

takingouthisbelt.Sphereachesforherphone

thatfellwhenshehitthegroundanddial

Zipho'snumber.

Zimestartshittingherwiththebeltwhile

kickingher.Sheshovesthephoneunderthe

bedsothathedoesn'tseeit

ZIPHO

Danielwentoutwithhisdaughtertobuyfew

thingsandshehasbeenwaitingforthem when

shereceivedaweirdtextfrom Sphesayingshe

issorry



Shehasbeenrecordingbutthencancelledand

nowsheiscalling.

Shequicklyanswersandthefirstthingshe

hearsisSphescreamingherlungsoutcrying.

It'squiteclearthatZimeishittingher.

ZIPHO:ohmygoodness!HoldonSpheI'llget

youhelp

Sheendsthecallandcallsthepolicedirecting

them toSphe'splace.Theytellherthere'sno

vansatthestationcurrently

Sheyellsatthem tellingthem awomanisabout

tolooseherlife.ShequicklytextNtombiand

asksthentogotoSphe'shouseZimeiskilling



her.

Sherunstotheirbedroom withDanielandtake

herbagandcarkeys.Goingdownthestairs,

somethingclickonhermind.Shegoesto

Daniel'sofficeandopenthesafe.

Luckilyhelefthisgunbehind.Shechecksthe

bulletsinsideandputitinsideherbag.

DrivingoutofDaniel'shousesheisflyingwhile

callingNtombitofindouthowfararethey

NtombitellsherthatNokuthulaleftwithZiningi

assheisnothomenow.

ZiphoarrivesatSphe'splaceandrushesupto



herdoor.Shefreezeswhenshehearsagun

goingoffandscreamscomingout

Herheartisbeatingupsofastassheopensthe

door.Thesceneshewalksintoishorrifying

Nokuthulaisshotandshecan'tseewherebut

sheislayinginapoolofbloodwhileZimeties

ZininginexttoSphewhoisnotrecognizable

from thebloodalloverherface.

Zime:ohwow!Lookwho'shere?Thegoddess

herself!Youarewelcome.Pleasejoinus!

SpheraisesherheadandlooksatZiphowith

pity.Shelookslikesheisgoingtopassout

anytime



ZimetakesstepstowardsZiphoandshedraws

outthegunwithherhandsshaking

Zipho:don'tcomenearmeZime!

Zime:ohprincesswithhersugarDaddy'sgun.

Doyouevenknowhowtousethathun?Huh?

Comeon.Givemethatbeforeyouhurtyourself.

HetakesmorestepscloserandZiphoshoots

him onhisshoulderhegroans

Zime:ohshitshecanshoot!

Shefiresagainonhishandandbothhisknees.

Hefallsonthefloorandthepolicewalksin

rightthen



Zime:thankgoodnessyouarehereofficers!

Arrestthisone.Sheshotme.

Officer:actuallywearehereforyou.

Theyputthehandcuffsonhim andZipho

quicklyuntiesZiningiwhorushestohermother

andSphe.

Ziningi:Mama!Mamapleasewakeup.

SphesihlePleasepraythatmymotherisnot

deathbecauseiwillneverforgiveyou!

Thewholesceneishorrifying.Theambulance

leaveswithSpheandNokuthulawhileZime

leaveswiththepolice.



Ziphodrivesbehindthepoliceandgiveoutthe

statementthemomentshegetstothepolice

station.

Sheiskeptintheinvestigationroom untilDaniel

arrivestogether.

Shedoesn'tknowwhattodoandisafraidtogo

tohim sinceshestolehisgunbuthehelpsher

upandhugsher.It'sthenshecrieswhenhe

embracesher

Zipho:I'm sorry,Iknowyouguyswarnedmebut

Icouldn'tsitandwatchhim killher.

Daniel:it'sokay.Youdidwhatanyoneelse

woulddofortheirsibling.Let'sgohome.



Zipho:theytookyourgun

Daniel:don'tworryaboutit.I'm proudofyou,

nowIknowthatmydaughterissafewithyou

evenifI'm notaround.

Tobecontinued.
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CHAPTER51

DANIEL

Aftersortingoutthegunissuewiththepolice,

theydrivebacktothehouse.



TheyfindMceboandDustinwaitingforthem.

McebogivesZiphoacomfortinghug

Mcebo:youareonebraveyoungwoman.I

knowIsaidsheshoulddieIfneedbebutIknow

ifZamaniwasinthesamesituation,Iwouldn't

hesitate.

Dustin':youdidwellZiphobutSphesihleneeds

avaram clapmaybehermindwillworkbetter

Zipho:where'smydaughter?Ineedtocuddle

withherandsleep.

Mcebo:inherroom,wejustputhertosleep.



Zipho:thankyou.Ineedtoliedownabit.

Pleaseexcuseme.

Sheleavesthem andtheNyathimendiscuss

thewholesituation.

Mcebo:Ihopetheyaregoingtolockhim upand

throwthekeyfaraway.

Daniel:Ithinkheneedshelp

Dustin:andastrongbeating.Idon'tfeelsorry

forSphesihle.Shedidthisonherown.Iam

feelingbadforthepoorwomanwhoisinthe

vergeofdyingbecauseofherstubbornness

Mcebo:let'snotbehardonher.Youcannotkick



adogwhileit'salreadydown.

Dustin:enoughaboutthedepressingnews.

What'syourwomansaysaboutthedateofthe

negotiations?

Mcebo:ohtheyarefreeandreadytohostsyou

guysthiscomingweekend

Daniel:that'sgreat.Ihopetheywillhaveone

blackpersonwhoisgoingtointerpretthewhole

thingtothem

Mcebo:Mitchsaystheydohaveafamilymale

friendwhoisgoingtobepartofthedelegations

Dustin:that'sbetterbecauseIdon'tseemyself



speakingEnglishthroughandthrough

Daniel:(smiling)withabitofafrikaanshereand

there

Dustin:imagine!Ididafrikaansfrom grade1-12

Istilldon'tknowwhatIstudied

Theyalllaughatthat.

Daniel:gentlemenIwillaskthatyouexcuseme

sothatIcanbewithmyfamily.Zipholooks

shakenabitaboutwhathappenedsoletmebe

withher

Dustin:kulungilebafo,wearegoingtotalk

aboutcontribution'stoMcebo'slobolo



Mcebo:pleaseletmeknowhowmuchI'm

supposedtoadd...

Daniel:aslongasI'm stillalive,youaren'tgoing

topayanythingexceptforyourhousehold

expenses.

Dustin:youheardyourfather.Letushandlethis

one

Mcebo:(smiling)youguysarethecoolestdads

ever.Thankyoufolks

Daniel:yeahyeah..leavemyhouseplease.

Heushersthem outandclosethedoor.Walking



insidetheirbedroom hefindsZiphohugginga

pillowandsniffing.

Hetakesoffhisshoesandgetsinsidethebed

andsnugglehertohischest.

Daniel:hey,it'sokaynow.It'sallover.Heis

lockedupandtrustme,thistimehewon't

escape

Zipho:Ialmostkilledhim.Whatifheneverwalk

again?

Daniel:thatwillbeagreatestpunishmentever.

Zipho:I'm scaredthatwemighthaveopenedup

acanofworms.Whatifhisfathersendshis



peopleafterus?Meprecisely..

Daniel:thenheisgoingtohavemetodealwith.

Nothingandnoonewillharm youokay?

Ziphonodsandclosehereyes

Zipho:IhopeSpheandhermotheraregoingto

beokay.Ihaveneverseensomuchbloodinmy

life.

Daniel:shecan'tdienow,notafterfindingher

daughter.Let'sprayandhopeshepullsthrough.

Zipho:yeah.Thanksfornotshoutingatmefor

takingyourgunwithoutyourpermission



Daniel:it'sokay.Don'tstressyourselfaboutit.

Nowrest,Asanteisgoingtoneedyourenergy

whenshewakesup

ZININGI

Sheistappingherfeetonthebenchwaitingfor

thenewsabouthermother.

Thefearoflosingheristoodeep,shedoesn't

evenwantimagineit.Howisshegoingtohold

itdownforherandSthembisoatsuchayoung

age?

Ntombishowsupwithawomanandagirl

almostherage.



Ntombi:(huggingher)ohNana!It'sgoingtobe

okaymyangel

Ziningi:Iam soscared!

Sindi:didthedoctorupdateyou?

Ziningi:(shakingherhead)no,theyarestill

insidewithher

Ntombi:it'sgoingtobeokay.ThisisSindi,

Zipho'smotherandhersister.

Yanga:hello,I'm Yanga.

Ziningi:Ziningi.



Rightthenthedoctorcomestothem.

Ntombi:doctor,howisshe?

Doctor:I'm afraidIhavebadnews.Thebulletis

stuckbetweenherspinalcord.Wehavetodo

anoperationtoremoveit

Yanga:won'tthatbedangerous?Imeanthatis

averysensitivepartofthebody.One

mistake,shemayneverbeabletowalkagain

Doctor:it'sagiveandtakesituation.Wecan

leavethebulletintherebutthepoisonwillkeep

oncomingoutbitbybitorwecandothe

surgeryanditbecomessuccessful



Ziningi:ohMsindisi!Ngomamawami!

Yangabrushhershoulderscomfortingher.

Sindi:howisSphesihle?Canweseeher?

Doctor:yesyoucan.Sheisgoingtomakeit

althoughshebrokefewofherribsandherarm.

Iam goingtoneedasignaturefrom arelativeto

conductthesurgery.

TheygotoSphe'sroom.Herarmsarehanged

intheair,herfaceswollenandoneoftheeye

coveredwithabondage.



Ntombi:ohSphesihlemybaby!Ohmydaughter!

I'm sorry!

Sphe'stearsareherresponse.Ziningican't

evenlookatherbecauseofthefuryinsideher

heart.

Ziningi:pleaseexcuseme.

Sindi:Ziningi,comesis.Letuspray.

TheyholdtogetherinacirclearoundSphe'sbed

andsingashortsongthenSindileadsthem in

prayer.

Sindi:Jeremiah29:13-14says"youwillseek

meandfindmewhenyouseekmewithallyour



heart.Iwillbefoundbyyou"declarestheLord.

FatherwherecanIgofrom yourspirit?Where

canIfleefrom yourpresence?IfIgouptothe

heavens,youarethere;ifImakemybedinthe

depths,youarethere.IfIriseonthewingsof

thedawn,ifIsettleonthefarsideofthesea,

eventhereyourhandwillguideme,yourright

handwillholdme.

Myfleshandmyheartmayfail,butGodisthe

strengthofmyheartandmyportionforever.So

Idonotfearbecauseyouarewithmeandyou

aremyGod.

Youarestrengtheningmeandhelpingme

holdingmyrighteousrighthand.Lord,we

acknowledgethatyouarealwayswithusand

keepusgoingallthetime.



Wethankyouthatweareneveraloneandthat

weshallneverfaceanythingwithoutyou.

Yousaidyouhavegoodplansforus,plansto

makeusprosperandnotperish.Planstogive

ushopeandfuture.

Lord,healthepaininourhearts,weprayand

askyoutotakecontrolofthissituation.Bethe

leaderofthissurgerythatisgoingtobedoneto

oursister.

HealherohGodsothatshecanreturnbackto

herchildrensafely.Weprayoverthischild'slife.

ForgivehersinsohGodandrestoreherfaithto

you.



Letherknowthatonlyyouknowswhatisbest

forherandthatyourtimingisalwaysperfect.

DeadFather,thankyouforthereminderthat

youwillcarryuswhenwedon'thavethe

strengthtowalk.

Thankyoufather,foryourlove.Amen

ZIME

Thesoundsofmachinesconnectedtohisbody

aregoingoff.Theyaredrivinghim crazy,he

wishestheycanbeswitchedoff.

Oneofhishandiscuffedtothebedanda

policeiswaitingonthedoor.Thedooropens



andhisfatherwalksin.

Hisheartstartsbeatingupfasterashetriesto

situpbuthislowerbodyisnumb

Vukani:whatareyoutryingtodo?

ZIME:pleasedad.Pleasehelpme.Iam inpain,

theytriedtokillme.

Vukani:Zime,whatdidItellyouthelasttime,

huh?

ZIME:(teary)fatherplease.Ididn'tmeanto.She

provokedme!

Vukani:ofcourse,theyalwaysdo,isn't?



ZIME:sheabortedmychild!TellmehowwasI

supposedtofeelaboutthat?

Vukani:thechildyoutrickedherintoit?How

manytimesdoIhavetotellyouthatyoudon't

havetouseviolencetosolveeveryproblem you

comeacross?

Zime:dad,IswearI'velearnedmylesson.Iam

goingtostayawayfrom womenfrom nowon..

Vukani:thisisallmyfault.Ihaveshieldedyour

dirtyshenanigansforfartoolong.

Awomanisfightingforherlifeaswespeak,

yourgirlfriendhasbrokenribsandarms.



ZimeIcan'tshyawayfrom thefactthatyou

needhelp.Iam goingtoletthelawtakeit's

coursethistime

Zime:(shakinghisheadwithtearsstreaming

downhisface)dadnoplease!Youcan'tlet

them lockmeup!Theyaregoingtosendmeto

apsychiatrichospital!

Vukani:maybethat'swhereyoubelong..

Zime:fatherplease!

Vukani:ItoldyouthatIwasdonecleaningafter

you.Thistimeyouaregoingtoreapwhatyou

sow.Youmadethisbed,lieonit.



HetakesstepstothedoorandZimescreams.

Zime:Iam goingtokillmyself!

Vukanistopsforamomentandturnaround

walkingbacktohim.Hegetsclosertohisear

andwhisper.

Vukani:please,goahead!

Heliftshisheadandwalkoutofthedoor

leavingZimetryingtobreakfreefrom thecuf.

Thepoliceimmediatelycallsthedoctorsand

nursestocomesedatehim.



Zime:please,don'tinjectmewiththatthing

please!

Doctor:wearetryingtohelpyouMrNtuli.

Zime:pleasemandon'tInjectmewiththatthing!

IpromiseIwillremaincalm please.

Doctor:security,pleaseholdhim.

Tobecontinued.
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ZIPHO

Adayafterthewholeincidentandchaos,she

decidestogopaySpheavisitatthehospital.

SheseesZiningionthebenchesandgoesto

her.

Zipho:Ziningi,hi.

Ziningi:(wipinghertears)sisZipho.

Ziningi:howlonghaveyoubeenhere?

Ziningi:Ineverleft.Iwanttobeherewhenthey



finishwiththeoperation.

Zipho:I'm sorryyouaregoingthroughthis.I

knowhowyoufeel.Iwasinyourshoesayear

agoprayingandbeggingGodforanother

chanceinmymother'slife

OnethingIcantellyouaboutprayeristhatit's

alwaysworks.Youjusthavetobelieve.

It'sgoingtobeokay,weareallhereforyou

guys.Takeeasyonyourselfandbestrong.I

knowyoufeellikethisisSphesihle'sfaultbut

babe,she'salsoavictim inthis.

Ziningi:IgetthatbutIstillsaysheshouldhave

stayedandlistenedtomymother.Maybeallof

thiswouldhavebeenprevented.



Whatkindofapersonthatgoesstraightoa

dangerzoneafterbeingwarnedaboutit's

danger?

HonestlyIwishsheistheonewithalodged

bulletonherspinalcordrightnow.

Zipho:youseriouslydon'tmeanthat.Don't

allowthishatetogrowandconsumeyounana.

YouandSphearesistersandgoingtoneed

eachotherfrom nowon.

Ziningi:aiIdon'tknowZipho.Iwasreally

lookingforwardtomeetherandbuildthat

relationshipwithherbutnotanymore

ZIPHO:it'sgoingtobeokay.I'm goingtoseeher,



don'tyouwanttocomewith?

Ziningi:no.Iam notreadyandcannotpretend.

Zipho:okay,I'llseeyouwhenIcomeout.You

needtorest,eatberefreshed

SheproceedtoSphe'swardandtheswollen

from herfaceisslowingdownalthoughthe

othereyeisstillcovered.

Zipho:hey

Shetriestotalkbutflinchwithpainsinceher

mouthisalsobruised

Zipho:it'sokay.Youdon'thavetotalk.You



needtorestandgetbetter.I'm happytosee

yougettingbetter

Sphe:(teary)I..oweyoumylife.

Zipho:Sphe.Noplease.

Sphe:yousavedme.

Zipho:asyouwouldhaveright?Don'tworry

aboutthissetback,wearegoingtosurviveit.

Wejusthavetoprayhard

Sphe:(crying)I'm soscared.

Zipho:(holdingherhand)don'tbe.It'sgoingto

befine.



VUKANI

Heisonhisthirdglassofwhiskeyandcanfeel

himselfgettingdrunk.Hiswifewalkuponhim

withapuffyredface

Slindile:gettingdrunkwillnoteaseyour

conscienceaboutthrowingoursonintoalion's

den.

Vukani:Zimeneedssometoughloveatthis

moment.Thereasonhealwaysmessupit's

becauseheknowsheisgoingtogetawaywith

it

Slindile:whattoughlove?Doyouknow

dangerousapsychiatrichospitalis?



Vukani:heisgoingtobefine.

Slindile:Ican'tbelieveyourightnow.Youare

goingtoturnourbackfrom oursonlikethat?At

thetimewhereheneedsyouthemost?

Vukani:howlongshouldIcleanupafterZime

beatingwomenandkillingothers?

Slindile:onlyonegirldiedandwebothknowit

wasanaccident!

Vukani:howabouttheonesheruinedbecause

trustme,whereevertheyare,theyarescarred

forlife.



Trustme,afterthishewillcomebackasa

bettermanthanhewas.

Slindile:VUKANI,readmylips:shouldZimebe

foundguiltyandconvicted,Iam goingtotake

mydaughterandleavebecauseclearlyyourrole

ofbeingtheheadofthefamilyistoomuchfor

you

Vukani:Slindileyouarenotbeingfairrightnow.

Soyouwanttothreatenmewithdivorcesothat

Zimecancontinuedestroyingwomen?

Slindile:Zimecan'tgotoprison,alreadyhe's

suspendedfrom work.Doyouknowwhatthis

casewilldotohislife?Hiscareer?

Youstillhavetimetodotherightthingandbea



father.

Vukani:Iam goingtosaythisonce.Iam not

goingtomeddlewiththelawthistime.Zime

willfacewhatevercomeshisway.Itriedandit's

timeforconsequencesofhisactions

Slindile:youaresureofyourdecision?

Vukani:yes.

Slindile:(sighs)okay.Expectdivorcepapers

soon.

Sheleaveshim andVUKANIsmashtheglass

againstthewallandbreathheavilybalancing

withthetable.



DUSTIN

It'sthedayofthedelegations.Theyareat

Mitch'sfamilyhouseandDustinpickupthat

theyarealsofinancialstable.

Thatrelaxeshim knowingtheyarenotgoingto

demandanunreasonableamountofthebride

price.

Thebride'sfamilyrepresentativeswalkin.

Indeedthereisablackguyamongstthem but

heistheBrutustypefrom thedistancenje.

Greetingsareexchangedbetweenthetwo

familiesandtheNyathimenstatetheirreason

forbeingthere.Theblackguywhointroduced



himselfasNgemafixhisblazertakingasip

from thewhiskeyDustinbrought.

Ngema:erhboNyathi.Minaangazisizoyithini

lendabangobaphelaumakotiwenuwazalwa

eyindodawenzalezintozaboke...(Idon'tknow

howwearegoingtodothisbecauseyourbride

wasbornaman,hedidhisthing....)

DUSTIN:yima,uthikwenzenjani?(Wait,whatdo

youmean?)

Ngema:ngithi,uMitchlowazalwaengu

Michael..(I'm sayingMitchwasMichael)

ThewhitefolkslooksatNgemasuspiciousand

Dustinshakeshisheadindisbelief.



Dustin:pleaseexcuseusforamoment.Our

familywillliketotalkinprivate.Let'sgo

gentlemen.

Tobecontinued
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MCEBO

HeiswaitinginsidethecaroutsideMitch's

house.Thewayheisanxiousaboutwhatis

happeninginside,heevenwishhewasaflyjust

towitnesseverythingtakingplace

Rightthen,heseehisuncleDustinwalkingto



thecarlookingveryunhappy.Heopenthedoor

andgetsinsidewhiletheothermengetatthe

back.

Mcebo:iseverythingalright?

Dustin:youdidn'tthinkitwasimportantforus

toknowyouaremarryingagay?

Mcebo'sthroatdriesupimmediately.

Mcebo:Mitchellisnotagay!Sheistrans

woman!

Dustin:ei,whatdifferencedoesthatmake

becausewhatmattershereisthathewasborn

aman?



I'm callingyourfather!Ihaveneverheardsuch

athing.Sekupheleabafaziyini?

HecallsDanielputtinghim onspeakerasthe

phoneringfrom theotherside.

Daniel:bafo?

Dustin:bafo,youwon'tbelievewhatI

encounteredhere!

Daniel:isthereaproblem?

Dustin:abigone!Mcebo'swomanisa

transgenderwhatwhat.Ijustgotinformedthat

hewasbornamanandchangedintothe



womanthatsheistoday.

Daniel:sohowdoesthatinterferewithwhatyou

aretherefor?

Dustin:bafo,doyoureallyhavetoaskmethat?

ThisMitchpersonisascam andMcebo

deservearealwoman.

Daniel:bafo,listentomeasI'm goingtosay

thisonce.Mcebomadehischoice,heIs

contentandhappywithit.Heintroducedheras

ashetomeandthatiswhatisimportant.

Gobackinthereandfinishthedelegations.

Howyoufeelaboutthisisnotimportantbut

Mcebo'shappinessis.



Mcebosmilesfeelinglikehecangetontopof

thecaranddance.Dustinsighsandendsthe

call.

Dustin:let'sgobackgentlemen.WenaMcebo,

wearenotdonewiththisconversation.

TheyleavethecarandMitchcalls.

Mcebo:baby?

Mitch:Ijustgotinformedthatyourpeopleleft.

Whatisthematter?

Mcebo:theyarecomingbacktofinish

everythingbaby.Itwasaminorunderstanding

afterlearningaboutyoursexuality.



Mitch:youdidn'ttellthem?

Mcebo:noIdidn't.

Mitch:why?

Mcebo:becauseitdoesn'tmatterwhoyouwere

before.Iam inlovewiththewomanyouhave

becomeandthatiswhatisimportanttome.

Mitch:IloveyouMcebo,Icannotwaitto

declarethatinfrontofourfamiliesandfriends.

Mcebo:IloveyoutooMrsNyathi.Iam soglad

myfatherisbackingmeupinthis.Iftherewas

amomentwhereIwasproudofbeinghisson,



thiswouldbe.

IprayGodgrantmehiswisdom andbethe

sametomykids.

Mitch:youwillbebabyandmore.We'lltalklater

then.

ZIME

It'ssodarkinhiswardandhehearsthedoor

openingandawheelchairwheeledtohisside.

Heslowlyopenshiseyesasheseesafigure

that'sfamiliar.Thepersonflashesthetorchon

hisfaceandremovethecufffrom hishand.



ZIME:(whispering)mom,whatareyoudoing

here?

Slindile:I'm heretotakeyououtofthisplace.

Zimewedon'thavemuchtime.Weneedtogo.

Don'tworry,everythingissortedout.

Shehelpshim onthechairandwheelshim out

oftheward.Zimeseestheguardlayingonthe

floorandothernursesleepingonthechair.

Zime:whatdidyoudo?

Slindile:thatdoesn'tmatter.Wehavetoleave

beforetheywakeup.

Zime:youaresuchagangster.Ineedone



request.CanIseeSphe?

Slindile:youarenotserious!

Zime:pleasemother!Please.

Shesighsdefeatedandwheelshim there.

Slindile:youneedtohurrybeforesomeone

comesinhere.

Zime:(shakingherup)Sphe,Sphe.Wakeup.

SpheopenshereyesandisstartledbyZimein

frontofher.



Zime:pleasedon'tfreakout

Sphe:whatareyoudoinghere?

Zime:I'm leavingandIthoughtIshouldcome

andseeyou.SphesihleIam sorryforeverything

Iputyouthrough

IknowIam probablysoundinglikeabroken

recordnowbutIhonestlywishforanother

chancewhereIwilldobetterandprovetoyou

thatIcanactuallybegoodforyou.

Iguessitwillonlyhappeninmydreams.Ihope

onedayyouaregoingtobeabletoforgiveme

formyshortcomings.



Goodbyebaby.Iwillforeverloveyou.

Sphe:wait...

Zimestopsandlookathertryingtogetoffthe

bed.

Sphe:Iam comingwithyou

Slindile:erhwhat?

Sphe:Ican'tstaybehindandwishwhatwould

havebeenifIleftwithyou.Iam afraidthatif

Nokuthuladies,Iam goingtobeblamedforit

fortherestofmylife.

Zime:mom,I'm surewecansqueezeherin?



Slindile:thiswasnotpartoftheplan!Waithere

I'm coming!

Zime:(holdingherhand)thankyoufortaking

thischancewithme.

Sphe:IneedtoleaveamessageforZiphoso

theydon'tlookforme.

Zime:okay,we'lldowhenwearefaraway.

Slindile:okayit'sallclear.Let'sleave..areyou

goingtobeabletowalktothecarSphesihle?

Sphe:I'lltryMa!



VUKANI

Hewakesupfrom thecoldfloorbyhisdaughter

shakinghim up.Hesitsup,bottlesaroundhim,

apainfulheadachehittingbetweenhiseyes.

VUKANI:heybaby.Whatisit?

Lungile:mom hasleft.

VUKANI:towhere?

Lungile:Idon'tknow.Shecametomyroom last

nightandaskedthatIleavewithhim butI

refused.

ItsclickstoVUKANIwhatshemeans.Soitwas



notjustathreat,shereallydidit?

Heforceshimselftogetupandgoestotheir

masterbedroom.Halfofherclothesaregone.

Hisheartracing,hetakestheenvelopeontop

ofthebedandopensit.

Hiseyesaremetbythedivorcepapers.Heputs

them asideandreadthelettersheleftforhim.

VUKANI:(reading)mydarlinghusbandVukani,

bythetimeyoureadthisIwillbelonggone.

Iam sorryfordoingthisbutIcouldn'tsitand

watchmysonbeingthrowninthepits.Yes,I

agreethatwhathedidisawrongbutturning

hisbackonhim won'thelpeither.



Iknowyouwon'tunderstandbutasamother

whocarriedhim 9months,wentinto3days

labor,Ican'tsitandwatchhim suffer.

Partofmefeelsguilty,wegaveourson

everythingexceptlove.Ithinkthisisthereason

whyheIslookingitinotherwomeninawrong

way.

Ibelievethatourbehavioraddedinhis

sicknesses.Itisnottoolatetotryandthisis

whatIam goingtodo

Please,signthosepapers.Mylawyerwillfetch

them tomorrowandcourierthem tome.Donot

trytobeaheroandstoporlookforus.

ItsoverVukani.Ihopemydaughterwillbesafe



withyouandunlikewithZime,Icanonlyhope

thatyouaregoingtoputherfirst.

Love

SlindileNtuli

Theysayamanissupposedtobestrongand

notcrybutatthispoint,Vukanifeelshelpless

andweak.

Heallowsthetearstostream downhisfaceas

hetakesalookattheexpensivediamondring

hiswifeworeforyears.

Lungilewalksinandsitsnexttohim onthebed.

Sheusesherhandandwipeshistearsbefore

wrappingherarmsaroundhim.



Lungile:it'sokdad.Youhaveme.Iwillnever

leaveyou.Itsjustthetwoofusnowagainstthe

world.

VUKANIreturnsthehugandsniffonhis

daughter'sneck..

ATTHEHOSPITAL

Everyoneisanxiouslywaitingforthenewsfrom

thedoctoraboutNokuthula'soperation.

Hefinallywalkuptothem andtheyallstandup.

Ntombi:doctor,takeusoutofthemisery

please.



Doctor:thesurgerywassuccessful,sheisin

recoveryward.

Sindi:praisetheLord!

Yanga:Sphewillberelievedtoknowthather

motherisgoingtolive.

Zipholooksawaybitinghernails.

SINDI:Zipho,whatisit?

Zipho:(sighs)SpheleftwithZime.

Them:what?



Ziningi:(clappingherhands)thenyouwereon

mycaseaboutfeelingthatwaywiththislady?I

cannotbelievethis!

Thesamepersonwhobrokeherribsandsent

mymotherintothemostcriticalconditionever,

theslightchanceshegetssheleaveswithhim?

Ntombi:thisguybewitchedmydaughter!Idon't

knowSphetobethisnaive.

Ziningi:sheisnotbewitchedbutselfishandself

centered!Idon'tknowmaybeadddesperateI'm

thatlistbecauseshewantstobelikeyousis

Zipho!MayGodhelpmetoneverbethisdizzy

everbecauseofamanandlove.



Zipho:Ziningi...

Yanga:Ziphono!There'snoneedtodefend

Sphenow.Sheisselfishnjeqha.Remember

howyoufeltaboutourfatherwiththewayhe

treatedmom?LetZiningifeelit.

Ziningi:andmymothertried.Ifanything

happenstoher,shewillbeonherown.

Sindi:let'sgetinandseeyourmother.

Theywalkinsilentlyandroundherbed.Ziningi

hugshertightlybusywipingthetears.

Ziningi:Iam sogladyoucamebackmama.How

areyoufeeling?



Nokuthula:Ican'tfeelmylegs.

Theyalllookateachotherwithhorrorwrittenin

theirfaces.Ziphotouchesherleg.

Zipho:Iam pinchingyounow.Canyoufeelthat?

Nokuthula:no,Idon'tfeelanything...

Ntombi:ohGod!!

Tobecontinued
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(Notedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

NTOMBI

Sheleavesthewardandlookforthedoctor.

Thiscan'tbethesituationforNokuthula.How

arethekidsgoingtosurviveseeingtheirmom

cripple?

NTOMBI:doctor,excusemeplease

Doctor:SisterNyathi.HowcanIhelpyou?

NTOMBI:IneedtoknowifNokuthula's

conditionispermanentorwhat?

Doctor:fornowwecannottell.Wecanrun

moretestsandobservehowsherespondsto



thehealingprocessinthenextfewdays

ButasIexplainedbeforeyousignedthose

documentsforsuchpossibility.Iwillstrongly

advisethatyouguysfindheraphysio

IwillrecommendyoufewofthebestthatI

knowof.

Nokuthula:okay.Thatwillbegreatly

appreciated.Pleasesendmethelist.

ThedoctornodsandNtombisighsandtriesto

callSphesihle.It'ssendsherstraightto

voicemail.

NTOMBI:Sphesihle,Idon'twanttoshoutyouor



anythinglikethatbutIam askingyoubabyto

pleasecomehome.Please.

Yourmotherisawakeandchancesareshemay

notwalkagain.Spheyouknowyouhavea

trainingtodoright?

Doyouseriouslywantthewrathofthe

ancestorsuponyou?Comehome,doyour

trainingthenyoucandisappearwithZimeit's

fine.Seeminglyyoucan'tstayawayfrom him.

Pleasemybaby

Sheendsthecallandreturnbackinsideand

findthem praying.Nokuthulatouchesherand

shelowersherheadtolistentowhatshesays

Nokuthula:(whispering)whereisSphesihle?



Ntombi:(whispering)Nokuthula,I'm sorrybut

sheranawaywithZime.

Nokuthula:(teary)theancestorsaresurely

punishingmeforabandoningher

Ntombi:shhhh.It'sgoingtobeokay.Let'shope

andprayshewillbefine

Nokuthula:(shakingherhead)noshewon't.She

needs..

Shestopsherselfandclosehereyesallowing

thetearstoflowdownherface.

YANGA



SheleftwithZiningibacktohermother'sbakery

tooverseehermother'sbusinesswhilethey

remainedbackatthehospital.

Yanga:don'tstresstoomuch.Weshouldbe

gratefulthatatleastsheisaliveyousee?

Ziningi:Iam trustmeandIam goingtobethere

formomsineverywaypossible.

Yanga:becausemothersareeverygirl'sbest

friendright?Pleasehelpmewiththesebreads.

Theyunpackeverythingandpeoplestart

flockingintobuy.



Ziningi:thisisgreat.Yourmom didwellwith

thisplace

Yanga:youwillbesurprisedifIweretotellyou

thatforabout18yearsshesellonthestreets

Ziningi:youlie!Wowtalkaboutwomen

empowerment.

Yangabringacolddrinkandsomecakes.

Yanga:sohowdoyoufindlivingthisside?

Ziningi:it'sgreat,andSisNtombiissogood

withushey.Iam justamazedabouthowwe

haveallbecamethisonegreatbigfamily.



Yanga:it'smakesmehappyandthefactthatI

am abigsisteryaaay!

Ziningi:(smiling)ohwow.Howoldareyou?

Yanga:Irecentlyturned20.Kid,I'm olderthan

youby4years!

Ziningilaughsandgoestothekitchentowash

thedishestheywereusing.

RightthenZamani'scarpullsup.Loudasusual

andhegetsoffthecarlookinggood.Theyhug

withYanga.

Yanga:sogoodtoseeyouthisside.Youhave

becomescarceallofthesudden



Zamani:MceboishomeandIam catchingup

withhim,thenthere'sexams.Givememy

favoritebunsplease

Yanga:askiesbooyouarelate.Peoplefinished

them.

Zamani:howcouldyoudothat?Yoohnoplease

makeaplan.Rebakethem orsomething

Ziningi:YangaI...Ohhellothere.

ShesaysafterseeingZamani.Helooksather

perplexed.Hedidn'texpecttoseeherhere

Yanga:ohZamani.PleasemeetZiningimybaby



sister

Zamani:yoursister?

Yanga:it'salongstorybutyeah

Zamani:(chuckling)rememberthegirlItoldyou

thatIwaslookingfor?

Yanga:yourhighschoolben5?

Zamani:(smilingpointingatZiningi)thisisher.

Yanga:noways!OhmyGod!She'sthegirl?Zee!?

Ziningijustblushesnotknowingwhattosay



andsitsonherchair

Zamani:I'm sohappythatyouareactually

aroundmenowandIcanseeyounowandthen

Yanga:(clearingherthroat)Zeeisaminorand

shehasalotgoingthroughZama.

Zamani:Iwon'tdoanythingtoherIpromise.

Yanga:youknowhowyouare.Please,don'thurt

her

Zamani:Iwon't.Heycomehere.

Ziningishylymovestohim andhehugsher

tightly



Zamani:LasttimeIpromisedtobuyyoua

phone.Howaboutwegobuyitnow?

Ziningi:Iwouldlovetobutnottoday

Zamani:okayit'scool.Yanga,I'm goingtogo

seemydad,pleasesortmybunsIwillcomefor

them later

Yanga:liar,youaregoingtocomebackfor

Ziningi

Zamanilaughsandgoesbacktohiscarleaving

thetwoladiesalone.

Ziningi:youtwolookprettyclose.



Yanga:wearegoodfriends

Ziningi:that'sall?

Yanga:yeah,pleasedon'tstressyourselfabout

it.Wedidtrysomethingbutitdidn'tworkout.

HewasallovertheplaceandIwantedbetter.

Idothinkhelikesyoubigtimebecausethere's

thissparkleinhiseyeswhenhetalksaboutyou.

Soifyouwanttogiveitachance,feelfree.I'm

givingyouallmyblessings.

Justmakesureyoutakethingsslowlyandyou

don'tallowhim tomanipulateyouintodoing

anythingyouaren'treadyfor



Ziningi:witheverythingthatishappeningonmy

side,Idon'tthinkIam readytodate.Ineedto

makesureIgetgoodgradesformatricnext

year.

Yanga:yesdothatasyouaregoingtouseyour

grade11reporttoapplyatvarsity.

Boysaretrouble,stayawayuntilyouareready.

Ziningi:thankyou,Iam planningtodoso.Are

youdatinganyonecurrently?

Yanga:no,I'm waitingformyprincecharming

from oneofthenovelsI'm reading..



TrustmeItriedafewtimesbuttheseguys

aren'tlovingmethewayIwanttoandIam not

atypetosettle

Ziningi:(smiling)whenIgrowup,Iwanttobe

likeyou.

MCEBO

Hewakesuptoadeliciousmealpreparedby

hismother.Shearrivedlastnightandheis

excitedtoresumetheweddingpreparations.

Mcebo:goodmorningmom

Lindiwe:morningson.Youareinajollymood.



Mcebo:wellI'm excited!Zipho,ZamaniandIare

goingtoasuitshopping.

Lindiwe:ohIsee.MceboIreadsomethingon

yourwoman'sinstagram page

Mcebo:whatdidyouread?

Lindiwe:thatsheisatransgenderwoman.And

from whatIheard,youruncleisnothappy

aboutit...IknowDustinandIdon'tseeeyeto

eyebutthisistheonlytimeIam goingtoagree

withhim

Mcebothere'ssomanywomenoutthere.Why

wouldyousettleforsomeonewhodecidedto

playGodwithhislife?



Mcebo:mom,youareseriouslynotgoingto

changeareyou?

It'snotbeenadaysinceyougotbackbutyou

arealreadyinterferingwithmydecisions.Why

can'tyouseethatIloveMitch?

Lindiwe:Mcebo,Iam yourmotherandIhaveto

tellyouthetruth.IfIdon'tsayitwhowill?

Mcebo:howaboutyoukeepyourtruthto

yourselfandsupportmeasyouronlysonand

child?

NowIunderstandwhydadwasskepticalabout

youbeingbackhere.



LindiwelooksdowninthementionofDaniel

andkickstheflashbacksofwhattranspired

thatnightsheleftoutofhermind...

Lindiwe:Iam supportingyouMcebo,Ijust

neededtoletthisoneoutofmychest

Mcebo:(sighs)Ihavelosttheappetite.I'm going

togochangebeforetheyarrive.

VUKANI

It'sbeentwoweeksand3dayssincehiswife

left.HetriedtoreachherwithnoIuck.

Depressionisdealingwithhim andheissinking

atwork



Thishasforcedhim totakesomeleavefrom

workjusttomourntheendofhismarriage.He

endedupsigningthosepapersandindeedthe

lawyercollectedthem.

Hetrieshislevelbesttoputupabravefacefor

hisdaughterbutwhenheisalone,hefinds

comfortinthebottle.

Todayhedecidedtotakesometimeoutofthe

houseandgototheshops.Notthatheneeds

todothatbecausehishelpercandoitbuthe

neededtoclearhismindabit

Hefindshimselfshoppingawayfrom homeand

buysLungile'sfavorites.

Histrolleybumpsintoanotheronethatisfully



loadedwithflourandlotsofbakingingredients.

Vukani:Iam sosorryma'am.Mymindisnot

here.

Sindi:it'sokay.

Vukani:thanksforunderstanding.Somuch

flour,isitthetimeforthestockvelcompetitions?

Sindi:(laughing)what?No.IrunabakeryandI

gotatendertobakeformydaughter'sbest

friend.Heisgettingmarriedthisweekend

Vukani:ohwow!CanIalsoplaceanorderfor

mydaughter's15thbirthdaycake?That'sifyou

willmanage.



Sindi:whenisherbirthday?

Vukani:aweekfrom now.

Sindi:that'sgreatthen,theweddingwillbeover.

Here'smycard.Textandcallmewiththecakes

detailsandflavor.Ihavetogonowsir...?

Vukani:Ntuli.ButyoucancallmeVukani.

Sindi:I'm SINDI.

Vukani:pleasedtomeetyou.I'lldefinitelycall.

SindinodsandVukanidropsthewhole



shoppingandgoestohiscar.Hedrivestohis

daughter'sschoolandfetchedher.

Lungile:whathappened?Youfetchingmetoday?

Vukani:isitwrongforafathertowanttospend

sometimewithhisdaughter?

Lungile:(smiling)notatall.I'm justsurprised.

Vukani:youcomplainalot.Doyouwant

anythingbeforewegohome?

Lungile:(smiling)whathappeneddad?Youare

excited?

Vukani:(lookingoutsidethewindow)Idon't



knowwhatyouaretalkingabout.Bytheway,I

metsomeonewhoisgoingtobakeyourcake.

Lungile:what'swrongwithourregularbaker?

Vukani:Ithoughtmaybeweshouldtry

somethingnewanddifferentyouknow?

Lungile:(grinning)okaydad.

SINDI

Ziphodropsheroffatthehouse.Yangaand

Ziningihelpsmovingthethingsintothehouse.

Zipho:mom,won'tyouneedtohiremore

peopletohelp?Thisisabigorderyouhaveever



doneandIdon'twantyoutostrainyourself

Sindi:I'm definitelygoingtoneedhelp.Ziningi

andYangawillhavetojoinme

Zipho:okaythenthat'sagoodideasothatthey

canstoproamingaroundthestreets.Ineedto

gofetchAsantefrom hergrandmother'splace

Sindi:pleasedropmeatNtombi's.Ihaven't

seenNokuthulaeversinceshegotdischarged.

TheydriveallthewaythereandZiphodropsher

motheroff.Sindiproceedtothehouseand

findsthetwoladiesdrinkingtea.

Nokuthulaisonherwheelchair.Greetingsare



exchangedandNtombimakeshersometeaas

well.

Sindi:howareyoudoingthoughtodaysis?

SheasksholdingNokuthula'shand.Shedoesn't

respondbutdropshercupshaking.

Nokuthula:itwasanaccident..youdidn'tmean

to..

SindilooksatNtombiwhoisconfused.

Ntombi:whataccidentareyoutalkingabout?

Sindiknowswhatthisisaboutandsheis

holdingherbreathrightnow



Nokuthula:(softly)itwasanaccident...

Tobecontinued
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SINDI

There'snosingledaythatpasseswherebyshe

doesn'tregretthatincident.Especiallywhen

NtombitalksaboutJunioraskingabouthis

father.

Abigpartofherreallyfeelslikesherobedthe

kidstheirfather.Therelationshipbetweenher



andNtombihavegraduallyimprovedandthis

secretbeingrevealedwillruinlotofthings.

NtombimaythinkthatShebefriendedher

becauseofguiltywhereastheirfriendship

happenednaturally...

NtombishakesNokuthulaupwholookslikeshe

justzonedup.Shesnapsoutofitandsighs.

Ntombi:whatwasthatabout?

Nokuthula:nothingsis,I'm sorrytoscareyou

ladies.Sometimestheancestorswillshowme

somethingandasatrainedhealer,youknow

whichthingstorevealbecausesomecan

destroyfamilies.



NtombilooksatherweirdlyandasksSindion

theside.Shewhispersonherear.

Ntombi:Iam startingtothinkthatourfriendis

notokayupstairs.Whatwasthatallabout?

Sindi:aibontombi,youknowhowdeep

spirituallythingsare.

Ntombi:wellI'm nothappywithhergift.

Sometimessheknowstoomuch.

Sindijustsmilesnotknowingwhattosayand

returnbacktoherwhileNtombigoestoher

bedroom.

Nokuthula:it'sokay,yoursecretissafewithme.



Iknowthatyoudidn'tmeantoandnoonewill

crucifyyouaboutit

SINDI:sis,nomatterwhatyoudo,donotever

revealthis.Thekidswon'tbelievemeand

honestlyIdon'twanttodealwithit

Nokuthula:Iunderstand,somethingsarebetter

leftunsaid.

Sindi:I'm gladyouunderstand.Thankyou.I

needtogobackandstartpreparingforthe

weeding.

I'veaskedYangaandZiningitoassistmewith

theorder.Ihopeyouwon'tmind.



Nokuthula:it'sokaydear.Bythelookofthings,

ZiningilikespendingtimewithYangasoit'sall

good.

Sindi:thankyoudear,letmego.

ZAMANI

HeiswaitingoutsideYanga'shouseforZiningi.

HecalledYangaandInformedhertotellZiningi

thathe'shere.

Heseehercomingandbrushhisfacetryingto

keepcalm.Shefinallygetstothecarandthe

excitementmakeshim wantstojumpoutofthe

car



Zamani:hey...Youfinallymadeit

Ziningi:Iwasactuallydebatingonwhetherto

comeornotbutIfiguredthatIhavetodothis

onceandforall

Zamani:okay,youarescaringmenow.Dowhat

babe?

Ziningi:thisrighthere.Zamaniyouarean

amountguyandallbutIcan'tbewithyou.

Zamani:comeonZee,isitabouttheageissue?

Icanwaitforyou.

Ziningi:let'sberealistichereZamani.Youare

almostdonewithyourstudies.I'm stillyettodo



matricandgotovarsity.

WhatifImeetotherpeoplethere?That's

besidesthepoint.ThereasonwhyIdon'twant

todoanythingwithyouit'syourhistorywith

Yanga

Zamani:whathistory?YangaandIweren'tthat

deep

Ziningi:Idon'tcare.Look,Idon'twanttofind

myselfinapositionofmyeldersister.

Thefactthatyoudidsomethingwithherisa

bigfactorformeandtrustme,youtwowill

hookupagain.



Zamani:Ziningi...

Ziningi:theXulusareanamazingpeople.Idon't

wanttoruinitwithsomethingthatcouldhave

beenprevented.Ican'tputmyselfintheline

knowingthatonedayIwillbehurt

WhatwillhappentomeifyouandYanga

decidestogiveeachotherachance?Shouldwe

becomeenemiesbecauseofyou?

Zamani:honestlyIdon'tknowwhattosayto

convinceyouthatit'syouthatIwant.

Ziningi:Idon'tknowNyathi.ButIfeellikeyou

wanttoplaysavioronme.Ifeellikethelittle

timewespentthedaywefirstmetwhereI

actuallyoffloadedontoyoumadeyouthinkyour



lovecansaveme.

Idon'tneednosavingnoranymanatthispoint.

Ijustwanttofocusonschoolandtakingcare

ofmymother,andofcourse,therelationship

betweenthenewsisters

Zamani:youareseriouslyrejectingme?

Ziningi:I'm sorryNyathi,butit'sbetterthisway.

Trustme.

Shesmilesandwaveathim beforegettingout

ofthecarandgoesback.Zamaniisleftin

shockabouthowdeepherwordswere.

MITCHELL



SheinvitedZiphoandYangatoasmallpyjama

partyintheirflatwithMcebo.

Zipho:youknowit'ssonicetobetheotherrace.

Inmyculture,Iwillbesittingatthecorner,

prohibitedfrom seeingmymanforthewhole

weekbeforethebigday

Butlookatyou,stillhereandwakesupnextto

him everyday.

Mitch:youknowsomeofthesetraditions

honestlytiremeandmakesmewonderhowdo

youguyssurvive.

Anywaysladies,invitedyoutonighttothankyou

forholdingmyhandthroughthepreparations.



HonestlyIwouldhavegonecrazywithouty'all's

help.Iam beyondgrateful.

NowtothebigfavorIwanttoask.Sinceyou

guysknowthatIdon'thavefriends,Mcebois

havingtwogroomsmen.Zamaniandhis

colleague.

Ineedtoaskyouladiestopleasebemy

bridesmaidsprettyplease

Yanga:ohmygoshMitch!!Howcanyouaskus

suchadifficulttaskwhiletheweedingisjust3

daysaway?

Zipho:thedresses?Hairstyles?ReceptionStep?



Mitch:don'tworryaboutthat.Ihaveadesigner,

achoreographer,hairstylistandamakeup

artist

Yanga:well,seemslikeallissortedout,Iam in!

Mitch:andyouZee?

Zipho:(smiling)Iwouldbehonored.

Mitch:thankyousosomuchladies.IfAsante

wasoldenough,shewasgoingtobemyflower

girl.Thatbabyispretty

Yanga:areyoulookingintohavingkidsinfuture?



Mitch:definitelybutnotsoon.MyhusbandandI

arestillenjoyingeachotherandourprivacy

Zipho:pleasedon'trush,althoughIhaveallthe

supportaroundmebuthavingakidisreally

challenginghey

Mitch:yeahespeciallywithus.Thatprocesswill

betoodraining.Tofindadonorthena

surrogate.Webothneedtobementallyready

forit

Yanga:Icanbey'all'ssurrogate

Zipho:haiboYanga!

Mitch:that'ssweetbabebutwewouldn'twant



anyoneclosetoustobetheonecarryingour

child.

Zipho:theprocessofbeingpregnantinvolvesa

lot,bondingwiththebabyandthemoment

whenyoufinallyholdhim/heronyourarms.

TrustmewhenIsayitwouldbesodifficultto

letgoandseehim beingraisedaroundyou.

Mitch:Icouldn'thavesaiditbetter.Enough

aboutbabytalks,pleaselet'stalkaboutyour

dresses.Whichdesigndoyouwant?

Yanga:youaresuchacoolbride!OkayIknow

thisgreatdesignerIsawonTwitter.Tumi

Rikotso.Heissogood!Iknowyousaidyou

haveyourowndesignerbutcanwecheckTumi?



Mitch:whynot?Let'sseehiswork!

VUKANI

HeisatSindi'sbakery.Eversincehesawher

thatday,hefeltlikeheshouldseeheragain.

Althoughherdaughter'sbirthdayisstillafew

weeksaway,heusedshecaketastingasan

excusetocomeby.

VUKANI:mhmm mhmm.Thisisthebestcake

I'veeateninmywholelife

Sindi:(giggling)flatteryMrNtuli!



VUKANI:pleasecallmeVUKANI,this

formalitiesmakesmefeelold!

Sindi:haibo!Youareoldvele,havingateen

daughterdoesn'tmakeyouanyyoung!

VUKANI:oho,I'm youngatheart!

Theylaughabitandsilencefillstheroom

Sindi:whatisit?

VUKANI:it'sgoingtobethefirsttimemy

daughtercelebrateherbirthdaywithouther

motherandbrotheraround.Idon'tknowhowit

isgoingtobe.



Sindi:I'm sorrytohearthat.Idon'tmeantopry

butwhathappened?

VUKANI:mywifeleft,withmyson.It'salong

story.

Sindi:(smiling)Iunderstand.Well,there'sso

manygirlsaroundhere.3ofthem,oneofthem

isalmostyourdaughter'sage.

Ifyoudon'tmind,wecanorganizeherasmall

birthdaypartyjusttocelebrate.

VUKANI:youwouldseriouslydothatforme?

Sindi:grantedthepermissionbyyouofcourse.

Nochilddeservestobedepressedandsadon



herbirthday.

Youcanevensendalistofherfriendsthatwe

couldinvite.

VUKANI:shewouldtrulylovethat.Thankyouso

much.Iwilldefinitelybeintouch

RightthenYangaandZiphowalksin.Theygreet

andsitsdown.

Sindi:oh,thesearemydaughter's.Yangathelast

bornandZiphotheoldest.

Zipho:MrNtuli,suchanicesurprisetoseeyou

here.



Yanga:youknowhim?

Zipho:yes,heisZime'sfather.

SINDI:Sphesihle'sboyfriend?Ohwokay.

Zipho:youarewelcomesir,Mom Iam goingto

beattheback.

Yanga:waitforme!

Theyquicklydisappeartothebackleavingthe

twoadultsalone

VUKANI:seemslikeyourdaughtersdon'tlike

me



Sindi:that'saquickobservationtomake.Your

sonthreatenedmydaughter'slife.

Iam notJudgingyoubyyourson'sbehavior

neitherdoIbelievetherumorsaboutthekindof

manyouare

Butplease,beconsideredandadmitthatyour

soncausedsomuchdamagetoourfamily.So

definitelyyournamewillcauseuncomfortability

aroundhere.

VUKANI:(calmly)Iunderstand.

Sindi:good.I'm goingtowraptheseupforyour

daughter.Letmeknowifshelovesit



Vukanismilesrelieved.Atleastsheisnot

cancellingthewholething.

Tobecontinued.
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(Notedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

VUKANI

Sindireturnswiththecupcakeswrappedup

nicelyinabox.Shehandsthem tohim andhe

looksathersternly.



Somethingabouthermakeshim wishthathe

knewherearlier.It'shasn'tbeenlongbuthe

caughtupwithhergreatspirit.

Sheisawonderfulwomanwithgreatkids.It's

showsthatsheraisedthem wellbecausewith

thiswholehistorygoingaround,Ziphodidn't

givehim anattitudebutacknowledgedhim

nicely.

Thatsaysalotaboutthewomanwhoraisedher.

Andthiswomanisstandingrightinfrontofhim.

Vukani:thankyouforthese,Iwillmakesureto

giveafeedbackfrom thebirthdaygirl

Sindi:Iwillappreciatethat.Don'tforgettosend



thelist.

Vukani:Iwill.Sindi,Iknowitsprobablytooearly

oritisgoingtosoundawkwardbut...Canwego

outsometime?

Forlunch,breakfastordinner?Please,Iwill

reallylovethat.

Sindi:Idon'tknowVukani.Atthemoment,my

scheduleisverytight.

Vukani:Icompletelyunderstandthat.Whenever

youarefree,pleaseletmeknow.

Sindi:okay.Travelsafe.



Vukani:thankyou.

Heleavesthebakeryfeelingflushedandgoes

tohiscar.Foramomenthestaysinsideand

justlistentohisheartandit'sbonesdancing.

Hesitsupafterfewminutes,lookathisfinger

wherehisweddingbandisstillsafelyin.He

removesitstrugglingabitbecausehehas

nevertakenitouteversincehesaid"Ido".

Helooksatitdeeplyandputitaroundinthecar

anddrivesaway.

ZIPHO

SheisshushingAsantewhoseemstobeabit



restlessbecauseoftheheat.

Nothingcouldhavepreparedherforwalkingup

intoZime'sfatherandhermotherchattinglike

oldfriends.

Onethingabouther,shelearnednottojump

intoconclusions.Becauseasmuchasshewas

abituncomfortabletoseehim there,hewasn't

hereforher.

Sheiscuriousthoughtoknowhowhim andher

mom knowseachother.

Zipho:awmama,youarestillup?

Sheasksfindingherstaringatthespaceinthe



kitchen.Shesnapsoutofherthoughtsand

looksather

Sindi:yes,Ijustfinishedwiththeicingonthe

cakes.What'swrongwithmygranddaughter?

Zipho:Idon'tknow,sheseemstoberestless,

mustbetheheat.

Sindi:bringherhere.

Ziphohandsherdaughtertohermotherand

pullachairsittingdown.Shewatchesin

admirationashermotherplayswithAsante.

Sheisblessedtohaveakidwhilehermotheris

stillalive.Shestronglybelievesthateverygirl



deservesthiswiththeirfirstchild.

Zipho:isthereanyofthosecakeshere?

Sindi:yetyouaregoingtobeamaidofhonor

butyouarebusyeatingsugar.Yourdresswon't

fit.

Zipho:awmama,I'm alreadyfitmina.Alittle

sugarwon'thurt.

Sindi:checkthereinthefridge.There'ssome

cupcakesIcamebackwith.

Zipho:dankoIsthankyou.

Sindi:whatdoyouthinkofVukani?



Zipho:(sittingdownandtakingabitefrom the

cupcake)inwhichway?

Sindi:general,yourownperspectiveofhim asa

man.

Zipho:yooh,Idon'tknowhowtoanswerthat

questionmama.BesidesbeingZime'sfather,I

actuallythinkheisokay.Helooksgoodandrich.

Sindi:(rollinghereyes)ofcourseyouloveold

richmen.

Zipho:(laughing)haibomama!

Sindi:heaskedmeoutwheneverIgettime.



Zipho:mhmm..andyouthinkofgoing?

Sindi:Idon'tknowZipho.Thiswholethingis

complicated.

Zipho:okay,here'smyownopinionaboutthe

man.Ithinkheisagoodmandespite

everythingaroundhim.

Iwouldliketobelievethathedidwhathedid

becauseheisaparent.ImeanIwoulddiefor

Asante.

Ithinkyoushouldgoandhearwhathesays.

Whoknows,whateveritishehastosaymay

turnintosomethinggreat.



Sindi:(shakingherhead)Idoubt.There'stoo

muchtensionaroundhisname.

Itwouldbesouncomfortabletobewithhim

aftereverythinghissondidtoourfamily

Zipho:Igetyourpointmom andhonestlyifyou

weretobeseriousandhavetodealwithZime

beingmyhalfbrother.YoohGod.

ButIcantolerateallofthataslongyouare

happy.Itdoesn'tmatterwhosayswhat.None

ofusisperfectandtheroadtotrueloveand

happinessisuncomfortablesometimes.

Youwillbeforcedtobeselfishattimesandput

youfirst,buttrustmemom,ifitismeanttobe,



it'sgoingtobe.

LookatmeandDaniel.Itwassouncomfortable

beingwithhim atfirst.Ideniedmyfeelingsfor

him becauseofmyfriendshipwithMcebo.

Ihonestlythoughtitwasdoneandoverwithour

friendshipbutlooknow,everythinghascalmed

downandeveryonehasacceptedit.

From me,Isayyestothedate.Itcouldbea

startofsomethinggreat,evenifitmeansZime

beingmybigbrotherandyoubeingSphesihle's

motherinlaw,I'm coolwithit.

Sindi:listentothiswholemixvege.Ai,Idon't

knowmydear.Wewillsee.



Zipho:(holdingherhand)Ihopeyouaregoing

tomakeadecisionthatwillfavoryouandmake

youhappyattheend.

Letmeputthisoneonherbed,Iwillbeback.

Sindi:don'tputablanketoverher,it'stoohot.

MCEBO

Heischillingwithhisfather'ssideofthefamily.

Thecousinsandolduncle'sarearoundandvery

excitedforthewedding.

Mcebo:soyoumeantotellmethatthisgirlsaid

notodatingyoubecauseofthehistoryyou

havewithYanga?



Zamani:canyouimagine?WhydidYangatell

herthat?Wasitnecessary?

Mcebo:verynecessaryboy.Youknowgirlsand

andtheircode.

Zamani:aiMcebo,thisisjustchildish!These

peoplearenotrelated,notevenachance!

Mcebo:youneedtocalm down!

Zamani:Idon'tknowwhatwasIdoingfalling

forahighschoolkidinthefirstplace.Ngaze

ngazisola!

Hegetsupfrom thechair,halfdrunkandwalk



away.Rightthenhisfathershowsupand

occupyhisseat.

Daniel:whatiswrongwithyourbrother?

Mcebo:mattersoftheheart.

Daniel:ohman.IhopeheIsgoingtobeokay.

Mcebo:Ireallyhopesotoo.Dad,mom is

comingovertomorrow.Willthatbeokay?

Daniel:sheisyourmotherandishereforyou

isn't?Soyeahit'sfine.

Mcebo:Ijustneedtomakesureallisgoodand

doesn'tinterferewithyourrelationship.



Daniel:noitwon't.Weareoverthat.Come,I

needtoshowyousomething.

Mcebogetsofffrom thechairandfollowhis

fatherbackinsidethehouse.

TheypassLumkachattingupstorm withother

auntsandtheygotothestudyDustinusesasa

homeoffice.

Insidethere'spicturesofhislategrandfather

possingtogetherwithhischildrenandwife.

Daniel:Iwishhelivedlongtowitnessthisday

oratleastholdyouonhisarms.



Heleftussosoon,forcingmeandyouruncleto

bemenandtakecareofyourgrandmotherand

auntatsuchayoungage

Idon'thaveregretsthough,Iknowhewould

havebeensoproud.

There'salittleemotionsflyingupastheytalk

abouthim.Danielopensupasafeandcomes

upwithadustyblackboxandopensit.

Hetakesoutagoldwatch.Youcantellthatit

costfortunesinit'stimes.

Daniel:whenIgotmarriedtoyourmother,my

mothergavemethis.



Itbelongedtomydadwhom healsogotitfrom

hisfather.IworethisforyearsuntilIboughta

newoneonour20thanniversary.

Iam nowpassingittoyou.Thissymbolises

thatyouarenowaman,ahusbandandnota

boy.

Everytimeyoulookatthiswatch,youwill

rememberthatitstimetogohomeandbewith

yourwife.

Mcebo,yourwifeisyourresponsibility.It'syour

dutyasherhusbandtoprotectherandchoose

heragainsteveryone.Doyouhearme?

Mcebo:yesdad.



Daniel:sheisyourpriority.Nomatterwhat,her

sideiswhatyoushouldalwayschoose.

Correctherprivatelyanddefendherpublicly.I

don'twantfamilymeetingsaboutyounot

cominghomeorraisingyourhandather.

Ididnotraisenoabuser.Iknowyouaregoing

tobeagreatexampletoyourbrotherevenyour

peers.

Congratulationsonthisnewjourneyyouare

embarkingson,don'tletpeoplefoolyou.

Marriageisnicewhenyoumarryforright

reasons

Iam soproudofyouandthankyoufor

followingmyteachingsandfootstepsin



respectingwomen.

Youhavemademeproudson.

Mceboisunabletostophistearsandallows

them toflowastheyhugtightlywithhisfather

acceptingthegenerationalgift.

Mcebo:thankyoufather,fornotJudgingme

buthavingmyback.

Daniel:Iloveyouson.

Mcebo:Iloveyoutoodad...

Tobecontinued
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NARRATED

It'sabeautifulbrightday,peopleareinajolly

mood.Ululationsandwhistleson.

TheNyathisarealldressedtokillastheyare

walkingtheirsontothematrimonialvenue.

LindiweiswithMcebointhebedroom helping

him gettingready.

Lindiwe:Ican'tbelievemyoneandonlybabyis

gettingmarried.



YouhavesuddenlymademefeelsooldMcebo.

Mcebo:comeonmom.I'm 24andit'stimenow.

Iwanttobelikeyouanddad.Growoldwith

someonethatIlove.ExceptthefactthatIdon't

wanttodivorce.

Lindiwe:wehadabeautifulmarriagewithyour

father.IjustruineditsoIpraythatyoudon't

repeatthesamemistakeokay.

Mcebo:okaymama.Thanksforbeinghere.I

am happytohavebothmyparentsonthis

specialday

Daniel:knockknock



Hewalksindressedtokillinhissuitlookingall

handsome.

Mcebo:dad,whyareyoutryingtooutshinethe

groom?Youlooklikeyouaretheonegetting

married.

Daniel:come-on.Areweready?

Lindiwe:yesweare.Wecango.

Daniel:Ican'tbelieveoursonisthisgrown.

Mcebo:youguysstopityooh!Dadyoumarried

mom atexactlymyage



Daniel:(smiling)althoughitwasn'tasluxurious

likethisonebutitwasabeautifulone.

Iwashappyandyourmotherlookedabsolutely

beautifulthatday.Ifeltblessedandoneofthe

luckiestmanonearth.

Theyexchangelookswithoutsayinganythingto

eachother.

Mcebo:let'stakeagrouppicbeforeuncle

Dustinbadgeinhereanddemandweleave

Mcebointhemiddleofhisparents,theypose

forfewpicturesandLindiweleavestheroom.

Daniel:ready?



Mcebo:yesIam.

Daniel:let'sdothis!

*

*

*

MITCH

Herandbridalsquadarealmostdonewiththe

dressingastheyaredoingfinaltouchesontheir

looks

Thehootingofcarsoutsidethelodgethey

bookedindicatesthatthegroom ishere.



Yangawalksinlookingbeautifulandstandby

thewindow.

Yanga:yourhusbandisheremogirlandhe

lookssoyummy..

Mitch:heyma'am,thatIsmymanplease!

Yanga:ofcourse,I'm justcomplimentinghawu.

Areweguysdone?Wearegoingtobelate

Zipho:abrideisalwayslateandit'sallowed.

Mitch'smom andauntwalkinalsodressedup.



Stephanie:ohmyangel,youlooksobeautiful.I

am suchaproudmotherrightnow

Mitch:mom,please,Idon'twanttoruinmy

makeup

Aunty:letuspraykidsbeforeweleave.

Theyholdhandsandsheleadstheprayer.

*

*

*

DustinisseatednexttohisbrotherandNgema

wholookssobertoday.



Ngema:eimybrothers,I'm sorryaboutwhat

happenedthatday.Itwasnotmyintentionto

ruinthings.

Ijustwantedtomakesureeveryoneknows

whatwashappeningbeforeweproceeded.

Daniel:itwasnotyoursecrettorevealbutit's

allgood,let'sforgetaboutthatandfocuson

today'sevent.

Dustin:andmakesureyouclosethismouthof

yoursorI'm goingtocloseitforyou.

Rightthenthegroom andhismenwalkin,

womenululatewhiletheladiesscream.Dustin

smiles.



Dustin:aijealousdown,oursonsarehandsome

suka!

Daniel:theyhavenochoice,Imeanlookatus.

Thebrothersfistbumpandtakepicturesof

theirsonsatthefront.Thepastortoofficiate

theweddingwalkinfollowedbytheMC.

Minuteslatertheyannouncethatthebrideison

theway.Everyonepayattentionandalleyeson

thedoorwaitingfortheladyofthemomentto

walkin.

Mcebo'sbestmanleavethefrontandgofetch

Ziphoandtheystandsidebyside.Zamanidoes

thesamefetchingYanga



Andfinally,MitchwalkInslowlywithherfather

untiltheyreachMcebowhosefaceiswetfrom

theemotions.

Mitch'sfatherhandsMitchovertoMceboand

goesbacktohisseat.

Thepastoropensupwithprayerandbeginthe

weddingsermon.

Pastor:todaywearegatheredheretowitness

thisbeautifulunionbetweenthetwochildrenof

christ.

TheseisnothingmoreimportanttoGodthan

love.Thatsoundssobasic,doesn'tit?Thefact

isthathe'stheauthorofloveitself.However,



hisunconditionalloveistrulybwyinghuman

comprehension.

Thegreatestcommandmentgiventous,

accordingtoGod'swordistoliveGodandlove

others.WhenwelivewearemostlikeGod.

Unfortunatelyit'snotalwayseasyforustolive

becausewegetfocusedonhowthingsaffect

usandourviewpointgetstwistedtothinkwe

aremoreimportantthananyoneelse.

ButGod'sloveissopureandhonestthatit

forgiveseventhemosthorriblethings.God

lovesevenwhenthatloveisn'treturned.He

livesevenwhentheobjectsifhislove

disappointhim.

God'sloveisconstantandforgiving.God'slove

isthemodelforus.Itgivesusagoaltoreach



for.PraiseGodforhislove.

Dearfriends,letusloveoneanother,forlove

comesfrom God.Everyonewholivedhasbeen

bornofGodandknowsGod.Whoeverdoesnot

lovedoesnotknowGodbecauseGodislove

Nowit'stimeforourcoupletosealthiswith

vowsthattheybothwrotefrom heart.

Mcebo:firstandforemostIwouldliketothank

myfriendZiphoherewhosuggestedthatIsign

upfortinder.

ItisthroughthatappthatImanagedtofindnot

onlyabeautifulbutamazing,goodheartedand

smartpartnertheuniversehastooffer

IhavetoadmitthatIknowtrueloveexists



becauseofyou.From theveryfirsttimewemet,

mylifetransitionedforthebetter.

Thankyouforlovingmewithmytraumasand

forteachingmetruelove.

IloveyouMitchellandIwillforeverdoaslong

asIlive.Iam goingtoprotectyou,loveyou

unconditionally.

Thankyouforbeingmywife.

Heslidestheringonherfingerandpeople

ululates.Ziphowipesthetearsfrom Mitch's

face.

Mitch:Idon'thavemuchtosay.Youknowmy



loveforyougoesdeepbeyondtowhatIcansay

here.

Inormallysaytoyouthatmyloveforyouislike

acopiedassignment.Icannotexplainit.

ThankyouforchoosingmeandforaslongasI

live,Iwillalwaysshowyoumylove,respectand

loyalty.

IthankGodfortheopportunitytobeyourwife

andcallyoumyhusband.IloveyouMrNyathi,

thankyouformakingmeyourMrs.

Sheputtheringonhisfingerandtheyululate

evenMore.



Pastor:withpowersinvestedtome,Inow

pronounceyouhusbandandwife.Youmaykiss

yourbride.

Camera,lightsandactionflashesalloveras

theycapturethebeautifulmomentbetweenthe

twolovebirds.

ZIPHO

Theweddingishalfwaythroughasnowthe

guestsnowareeating.Onlyspeechesareleft

andthereceptiondancebetweenthebrideand

groom.

ShedishesupforDanielandheholdsherhand..



Zipho:(smiling)MrNyathi,Iam busyplease

Daniel:areyougoingtodancewithmeright?

Zipho:andwho'sgoingtothepoorguy?

Daniel:heisgoingtofindsomeoneelse

Zipho:youaremean...

RightthenDaniel'smotherwalkuptothem

lookingspooked.

Daniel:mother,what'swrong?

Dimakatso:Idon'tseeAsante.I'velooked



everywhere

Zipho'sheartbeatstricethannormal.Shelooks

aroundandbacktoDaniel'smother

Zipho:whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tseemy

daughter?

Dimakatso:Ihavelookedforhereverywhere,I

can'tfindher.Shewassleepingintheroom we

usedtochangeouroutfits

Daniel:mothertellmethisissomekindofa

prank!HowcanyouleaveAsanteunattended?

Zipho:okaylet'scalm downandnotcausea

sceneandruinMcebo'swedding.Let'squitely



moveoutandtalkontheotherside.

Daniel:whereisLindiwe??

Tobecontinued
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CHAPTER58

DANIEL

CouldLindiwedothat?Aftereverything?On

theirson'simportantdayeven?Noways!

Hegetsupandgoestotheroom whereAsante

wassaidtobesleepingat.Herbagisstillhere



andeverythingelse.

Hecan'tbelievehismotherrightnow!Howcan

shegetAsantetosleepalonewithsomany

strangersaround?

It'sagoodthingthatDustinisgivingaspeech

thatsidesotherewon'tbedramaasyet.

Dimakatso:ohmygranddaughter,Ihopesheis

fine.OhLord,don'tletanythinghappentoher.

DaniellooksatZiphoandtouchherarm.

Daniel:baby...

Zipho:Daniel...



RightthenLindiweappearsholdingherand

hummingasoftsong.Theeyesshewalkinto

tellsherthatsheisintrouble.

Dimakatso:thiswoman!Doyouwanttogive

meaheartattack?Whereareyoucomingfrom

withthechild?

Lindiwe:Iwasgoingtothebathroom whenI

sawhershiftingonthebed.Ithenknewshe

wasup.Ipickedherupandwenttolookforyou

andIdidn'tfindyouthatsidehenceIcameback.

Whatiswrong?Whyiseveryonelookingatme

likethat?

Ziphogoesforwardandtakeherbaby.



Zipho:it'sokay.There'snoproblem.Iam going

tofeedher.

SheleaveswithDimakatso.LindiweandDaniel

arenowleftalonewithsomuchuncomfortable

silencebetweenthem.

Lindiwe:Ididn'tdoanythingtoher.

Daniel:youwouldn't.

Shesighsandsitsdownonthebed.

Lindiwe:IthinkIshouldgoback.Icanseethat

peoplearen'tcomfortablewithmearoundhere.



Daniel:theweddingisalmostover,stayuntilit's

overandsaypropergoodbyetoyourson.

Inthemeantime,pleasestayawayfrom my

daughter.Don'tdothingsthataregoingto

causedramaandtension.Nottoday,please.

Hewalksoutoftheroom andfindZiphowith

theirdaughterandtakesherfrom her.

Daniel:goanddoyourbridesmaidduties,Iam

goingtolookafterher.

YANGA

Sheopenshereyeswithapoundingheadache.

There'ssomeoneinthebedwithher.Theway



herheartisbeatingupsofastrightnow!

Theweddingafterpartyhadthem drinkinglike

afish.Shewasthelastwomanstanding

becauseZipholeftwithDanielandthenewly

Wedsretiredtotheirhoneymoonsuite.

Sheopenstheblanketslowlyandscream

seeingwhoIsitnexttoher.

Zamaniopenshiseyesfrustratedandlooksat

her.

Zamani:God,what'sthisnoiseforsoearlyin

themorning?

YANGA:whatareyoudoingonmybed?OhLord



pleasetellmewedidn'tdowhatIthinkwedid!

Please!

Zamani:youarestillonyourunderwearsYanga

stopwiththedrama,geez!Youarehurtingmy

eardrums!

Hecovershisheadwiththeblanketsgoing

backtosleepandYangalookatherself.

Shegetsoffthebedandwalktothemirror.

Okay,shelooksnormalandwalksnormal.She

touchesherselfjusttobesureandsighsin

relief

Zamani:trustmeifanythinghappenedlast

nightyouwouldbeherenexttomeaskingfor

more.



YANGA:mxm,cockythatmuch?

Zamani:whatcanIsay?It'sthetruth.

YANGA:thisismyroom.Youneedtogoback

toyours.

Zamani:rememberwhenyouaccompaniedme

toourroom wefoundmyauntwithMzwandile

there?

YANGA:yourauntieisabaddie!Isn'tMzwa

youngerthanher?

Zamani:whocaresyooh!



YANGA:andI'm surprisedyouarenotthrowing

afitaboutyourbrother'sfrienddoingthings

withyouraunt

Zamani:whyshouldI?It'snothingserious.It

wasjusttheweddingspiritrubbingoffto

people.Mzwahasagirlfriendandtrustme,my

Aunt'stastetomenisveryexpensive

It'smenjewhodidn'tgetlucklastnight.

Yanga:shame,askies.PleasegoIneedtotake

abathandgetdressedbeforeyourbrother

leavesforhoneymoon.

Zamani:what'sstoppingyoufrom doingthat

withmehere?



Yanga:(poppinghereyesout)I'm not

entertainingthis.Leaveplease!

Shedragstheblanketoffhisbodyandheison

hisboxersonly.Sheswallowhersalivalooking

atthetentinhisboxers.

Zamani:(smirking)youcanhaveallofthisyou

know?

Hesaysstrokinghishardshaftinsidethe

boxers.Yangagoestothedoorwithafleece

wrappedaroundherbody.

Yanga:Zamani,wakeupandleavetu.

SheopensthedoorandcomesacrossZiningi



whowasabouttoknock.Hereyeslandstothe

halfnakedZamanionbed.

Yanga:Ziningi!Thisisnotwhatitlookslike..

Ziningi:don'tworrysis.There'snoneedto

explain.Yourmom hadactuallysentmetolook

foryoubecauseyourphoneisoff.

Yanga:musthaverunoutofbattery.Listen,

Zamaniand..

Ziningi:Isaidthere'snoneedtoexplain.I'll

inform herthatyouarewellandcoming.

Sheturnandwalkaway.Yangaclosesthedoor

andfindZamaniputtingonhispants.



Yanga:andthen?Whydidn'tyousaysomething?

Zamani:somethinglike?

Yanga:Idon'tknow,anything.She'syour

girlfriend.

Zamani:noshe'snot.

Yanga:huh?

Zamani:shetoldmesheisnotinterestedin

anythingthatgottodowithme.ToldmethatI

shouldmoveonwithmylifeasshe'salsogoing

todothesame.



Yanga:haibo,whendidthishappenedbecause

lasttimeIspoketohershewasgoingtotake

thingsslowlywithyou?

Zamani:IlikethatgirlbutI'm notgoingtobeg

hertoloveme.I'm sorryNyathimendon'troll

likethat...I'llseeyouaround.

YangaclosethedoorafterZamani.

Yanga:Ineedtosortthisoneoutbeforeitget

outofcontrol.

ZIPHO

It'stwodaysafterthewedding.It'sbeenagreat

celebrationandeveryoneenjoyedthemselves



althoughshealmosthadaminiheartattack

whenLindiwetookAsante.

Shedidn'twanttobemelodramaticaboutitbut

shemadesuretohaveherdaughtercheckedif

shewasn'tdruggedwithanythingjusttobeon

asafeside.

YangawakesupstretchingherarmsandZipho

shakesherhead.Thisoneandoversleeping!

Yanga:morningsis,alreadygoingtowork?

Zipho:yesandIam runninglate,trafficisgoing

toshowmeflames.AndIhavetodropAsante

todaycareontopofthat.



Yanga:Icandropheroffforyouit'sokay

Zipho:ohthankyousomuch.Iwillappreciate

that.

Yanga:youarewelcome.Hasmom leftfor

workalready?Ithoughtshewasgoingtotake

somebreak.

Zipho:nope,shewenttoabreakfastdatewith

MrNtuli.

Yanga:areyouserious?

Zipho:I'm tellingyou.Ireallyhopeeverything

goeswellbetweenthem.Theylookcute

togetherdon'tyouthink?



Yanga:theysuredo,Zimetookhisfather's

genesandnowonderSphewassmitten.

Zipho:Ihaveafeelingthatmaybewhatever

mom andZime'sdadwilldowillactuallybring

peacetothefamiliesyouknow.

Yanga:youthinkso?Ijustfeellikeit'sgoingto

causehavoc.Whataretheygoingtosaywhen

theylearnthatmom isactuallydatingthe

enemy?

Ziningi:yourmotherisdatingZime'sfather?

ZiphoandYangaturnaroundstartled.They

didn'tseeherthere.



Yanga:Zee,howlonghaveyoubeenhere?

Aren'tyousupposedtobeatschool?

Ziningi:I'm accompanyingmymom toher

doctortodayandauntNtombiaskedmeto

bringyourmom'sTupperware.

Zipho:ohthankyou.Youmayputitonthesink.

I'm goingtowork,won'tyouneedalift?

Ziningi:(chuckling)youareseriouslygoingto

pretendasifIdidn'thearwhatyouguyswere

talkingabout?

Ican'tbelievethis.Yourmom isdatingZime's

father?



Yanga:yougotthewrongendofinformation...

Ziningi:Iactuallythoughtshewasagood

person...

Zipho:ei,holditrightthere!Ikeptquietwhen

youharshlyjudgedSphesihlecallingherall

nameswithoutunderstandinghersituation.

Everyoneallowedyoutotrashtalkherwhileshe

iswayolderthanyou.Listen,youarenotgoing

todothatwithmymother.

Focusonyourschoolworkandstopdictating

whatpeopleshoulddowiththeirlives.



Ziningi:(chuckling)finallyy'allareshowingyour

truecolors!Itoldmom thatallthiskindness

wasjustanact!

Ican'twaittotellherallaboutthissoshecan

finallybelievethatthere'snobigfamilyvibes

here.

Y'allarejustfake,nowonderSphesihleislike

that.I'm donewithy'all,youarealljusttwisted,

backstabbingandconniving!

SheturnsandwalkawayandZiphoclapher

hands.

Zipho:whathappened?Anyway,don'ttellme.

Byebaby,I'llseeyouafterwork.



Shekissesherdaughterandrushestothecar.

VUKANI

Hecouldn'tbelievehisearswhenSindicalled

andtoldhim thatherschedulewasopenfora

breakfastmeeting.

Hehadtomoveeverythingfrom hisscheduleto

makethisonehappen..

Hecouldn'tmissthisopportunityforanythingin

theworld.Hepullsupachairforherandthey

sitdown.

VUKANI:youlookrefreshedfrom someonewho

hadabigweddingorder.



Sindi:well,IhadhelpandIrestedwellafter.

Howareyou?

VUKANI:Iam alright,justsadthatyoudidn't

invitemeasyourplusoneonthewedding

Sindi:(blushing)haibo,andwhatIwasgoingto

tellthepeopleyouare?

VUKANI:(takingasipfrom hiscoffee)yourman.

Sindifindsherselfblushingeffortlessly.

VUKANI:youareblushing,it'ssocute.Please,

whatwouldyouliketoorder?It'sonthehouse.



Sindi:(pagingthemenu)youarepaying?That's

nice.

VUKANI:nolove,Iactuallyownthiscoffeeshop.

Sindilooksupathim impressedanditsthen

shenoticesthenameonthestuff'suniform

Sindi:ohwow,thisisgreat.

Vukani:thankyou.AndIhaveaproposalforyou

butwewon'ttalkaboutittoday.Fornowplease

getsomethingtoeat.

Sindi:okay,whatwouldyourecommendforme

sinceyouaretheboss?



Vukani:(pagingthemenuchuckling)Iam going

toregretthisbutit'sfine...Let'sseewhatwe

cangetforyou.

Tobecontinued.
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SINDI

ThedatewithVukaniiscurrentlygoingwelland

shehasbeenlaughingthroughout.Vukaniisa

hilariousman.

Shekeepsquiteforamomentandlookathim

beforedirectinghereyesdowntoherhands.



Vukanitakesthem tohis,softlybrushingthem.

Vukani:whatisit?Youarequiteallofasudden.

Sindi:Iam justthinkingaboutthefactthatit's

beenaverylongtimesinceIlaughedthismuch.

Especiallywithaman.

Aftermylatehusbandleftme,Ispentmywhole

lifeworkinghardtomakesurethatmykidsare

welltakenoffanddoesn'tgotobedhungry.

Ineverhadtimetolookorentertainothermen.

WellIguessevenmyappearancehelpedwith

that.



Vukani:andnowbothyourkidsareallgrown,

it'stimetorelaxandletlooseabit.

Allowmetopamperyouandactuallyshowyou

whatyouhavebeenmissing

Sindi:what'sgoingtohappenifyourwife

comesbackonedayandaskforasecond

chancewithyou?

Vukani:Slindilewon'tcomebackandevenif

shedoes,itwon'tbeformebutforour

daughter.

Sindi:Idon'tKnowVukani,allofthisscaresme.

It'sabignewchangeIam notsopreparedfor.



Vukani:Iknow.Iam scaredtootrustmebutI

willratherbescaredwithyouwhileweare

figuringoutthingstogetherthanbeingscared

aloneandnothaveyou.

Please,letusgiveeachotherachance.I

promiseyouarenotgoingtoregretit.

Sindisighsandraiseherheadtolookathim.

Hiseyesaredeeplyfixedontohers.

Sindi:okay.

Vukani:sorry?Ididn'tgetthat?

Sindi:Iam sayingit'sokay.I'llgiveusachance.



Hissmilebroadenstohisearsashesqueeze

herhandstight,squintinghiseyes.

Vukani:thankyou.ThisisthebestnewsI've

heardtoday.Ipromiseyouarenotgoingto

regretthis

Sindi:okay,Ibelieveyou.Nowstopbeing

emotionalbeforeyoumakemecryaswell.

Hereleasesherhandsfrom hisandchucklea

bitlaughing...

NOKUTHULA

SheisbusywithknittingwhenZiningiwalks

insidethehouse.From adistanceshecantell



thatherdaughter'schestisburning.

Nokuthula:whatisit?

Ziningi:youarenotgoingtobelievethismom!

Nokuthula:whatisitthatIwon'tbelieve?

Ziningi:sowhenIgottoMam Sindi'shouse,,I

heardZiphoandYangatalkingabouthowshe

leftearlytoabreakfastdatewithZime'sfather.

Nokuthula:owhreally?That'snice.

Ziningi:what'snicetheremama?Thismanis

thesamethathavebeenharbouringhisson's

behaviorright?



ThesamesonwhobeatSphetoapulp,heldus

hostageandshotyou!

Nokuthula:Ziningi,sitdownmychild.Sitdown.

Ziningihuffsandpullsachairsittingdownnext

tohermother.

Nokuthula:Iunderstandallthisfrustrationand

insecurities.Butbabyyoucannotseriouslykeep

blamingpeopleabouthowtheylivetheirlivesor

overourmisfortunes.

Sindihavebeenamazing,aswespeak,shehas

offeredmeajobinherbakerywhileIrecover.

Theydon'toweusanythingyettheyarehelping

asmuchastheycan



Ziphoboughtyouclothes,Yangaishelpingyou

withschoolwork.Thataloneisenoughforme.I

cannotstandhereandjudgeordecidewho

shoulddowhatwiththeirlives.

Ifanything,Sindideservesanotherchanceat

happinessandIam notgoingtoplayGodand

depriveherofthat.

Ziningi:(sighs)Ihearyoumother.IguessI

overactedabit.

Nokuthula:youdidandIsuggestthatyoufixit

beforethingsgetruined.Infuture,trytogetall

factorsbeforeyoujudgeasituation.

Also,youarestillyoungtojudgeother



situations.Lifeisnotblackandwhiteorstraight

asnarrow.

Ziningi:Iwilldefinitelytrytodobettermom.Are

youreadytogo?

Nokuthula:yes,getmybagandlet'sgo.

Ziningi:okaymama.

ZIPHO

It'salmostherlunchbreakwhenSbahleknock

onherdoor.Ziphonoticesanengagementring

onherfinger.

It'samiraclethatshestoodbyBandileuntilhe



fullyrecoveredfrom thehospitalandnowthey

areengagedtobemarried

Sheisgratefulheneverreturnedbackbuthad

someoneelseholdhispositiononhisbehalf.

Sbahle:heybabe,there'ssomekidinthe

receptiontoseeyou.

Zipho:akid?Okaysendhim/herup.

Sbahle:okayI'lldo.

SheleavestheofficeandZiphoiscuriousto

knowwhoisit.Shehardlygetsvisitsatwork.

AknockcomesthroughthedoorandZiningi



walksin.

Zipho:ohwow.Youaremyvisitorfortoday?

Pleasehaveaseat.

Ziningi:thankyou.Yourofficelooksnice.

Zipho:thankyoudear.Areyouguysbackfrom

thedoctor?

Ziningi:yesandthedoctorsaysthere'shope

thatmom canwalkagain.

Zipho:that'sgreatnews!Whatbringyouthis

side?

Ziningi:Iwantedtocomesowecantalkabout



thismorning.Ihonestlydidn'tmeanto

disrespectyouoryourmotherlikethat.

Ishouldn'thavesaidallthethingsIsaid.You

guyshavebeenverywelcomingtousfrom day

one.

Zipho:(sighs)Iam goingtoaskyousomething,

pleasebehonest.

Ziningi:okay.

Zipho:isthisaboutZamani?

Ziningi:whataboutZamani?

Zipho:Yangatoldmewhathappenedtheother



day.Idon'twanttomakeaccusationsbutifyou

likeZamaniandwouldliketobewithhim,let

him know

Don'tplayhardtogetwithhim becauseitwon't

workwiththatguy.Otherthanthat,Iforgiveyou.

It'sallcool.Iwasoncelikeyouatsomepoint.

LashingateverythingandeveryonebecauseI

felttheneedto.

It'sokaytorelaxsometimesandtakethings

easieryouknow.

Ziningi:Iknow.It'sjustthatwehavebeen

betrayedandhurtalot.It'shardformeto

actuallybelievethatpeoplearegenuinelygood

outthere.



AsforZamani,Idolikehim butI'm afraidthat

hemightlikeyoursistermore.AndIfeellike

Yangalikeshim too,shejustcouldn'tbewith

him becausehewasaplayerasshesaid.

Sogivenachanceanyday,thetwocanhititup

anyday.

Zipho:Isee.Well,dowhat'sbestforyouof

whichatthispointisfocusingonschool.

Youarestillyoungandthere'splentyoftimefor

youtomeetsomeoneyouwon'tsecondguess

yourvalueintheirlifeokay?

Ziningi:okay.



Zipho:it'smylunchtime.Let'sgograb

somethingtoeatIwillthenrequestforyouto

gobacktothehouse.

Ziningi:thankyou.

VUKANI

HejustpartedwayswithSindinotsolongago

andhereallydidn'twantto.

Hewishedthattheyspentmoretimetogether.

Hefeelslikethefirsttimeheexperienced

fallingforsomeone.

Hegetsinsidehisfavoriterestaurantandpass

byZiphoandagirlalmosthisdaughter'sage



talkingandlaughinggoingout.

Theydon'tseehim sothatgiveshim achance

tolookatthem.Ziphowalksthegirltoherride

beforewalkingtohercar.

Vukanifollowshertothecarhopingtocatch

herbeforeshegetsinside.

Vukani:Zipho!

Sheturnsaroundandlookathim.Sheopens

hercarandputherbaginsidebeforeclosing

thedoorandwaitforhim

Zipho:MrNtuli.



Vukani:I'm gladIcaughtyoubeforeyouleft.

CanIhaveaminuteofyourtime?

Zipho:Ihave10minutesleftfrom mylunch

break..

Vukani:that'sgoingtobeenough.Afteryou

please..

Zipholockhercarandtheysitoutsidethe

restaurant.

Vukani:Iam notgoingtowasteyourtime.This

isaboutyourmother.Wemetthismorningand

from howshewastalkingaboutyouguys,I

knowyouknowaboutit.



Zipho:yesIdo.MymotherandIshare

everything.

Vukani:Inoticed,shespeakshighlyofyou.Like

anyparentshouldoftheirchild.

IknowthatthereishistorygoingonandIwishI

canturnbacktheeventsoftimeanddobetter.

However,withtheopportunitygiventome,Iam

planningondoingbetter.Zipho,Iam nottrying

toreplaceyourfatherbutIwanttoloveyour

mom andmakeherhappy.

Zipho:andthat'senough,I'm honestlyhappyfor

youandmom andhopethatwhateveryouguys

arestartingisgoingtoblossom tosomething

beautiful.



Asforreplacingmydad,youcan'treplace

somethingthatwasneverthere.Soitwouldbe

greattoactuallyexperiencehowitisliketo

haveafatherfigurearound.

Vukanisighsrelievedandtouchherhand.

Vukani:thankyou.Iknowit'sstillearlybutwe

willbeafamilyandIknowmydaughterwill

havesomeonetotalktoaboutwomenstuff.

Zipho:ofcourse.I'm sorrybutIhavetogoback

toworknow.

Vukani:kulungilendodakazi,thankyouforyour

time.



Shesmilesgettingupandwalktohercar.

Vukanigetsupandproceedsinsidethe

restauranttogethisregularlunch.

Whilewaiting,hezoomsinonSindi'spicture

from herprofilepicturesmiling.Healreadysees

it,hergoingupanddowninhismansionbaking

andcookingdeliciousfood.

Hegoestohiscoffeeshopmanager'scontact

anddialhisnumber.

Vukani:hello.Doyourememberthe

conversationwehadaboutanewcakes

supplierforourshop?

Yes,IthinkIhavefoundaperfectone.Please



draftacontractandemailittome.Thanks.

Heendsthecallandsighs.HopefullySindi

acceptsthis.

Tobecontinued.

(Thankyouforthewarm messagesand

checkinguponme.I'm goodnowand

appreciateallofyou♥ )
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NTOMBI



Sindipaythem avisitandtheycatchupabout

whatwentdownthepastdaystheydidn'tsee

eachother.

Ntombi:Iam seeingthecommentsonsocial

mediamfazi,peoplearemadaboutyourcake.

Sindi:Ihavebeengettingordersleftrightand

centre.

Nokuthula:businessisbooming,I'm happyfor

yousis.Youdeserveeverythingthat's

happeninginyourlife.Thisisdefinitelyarainy

seasonforyou.Embraceit.

Sindi:awthankyousis.Speakingaboutrainy

season,ngiyajolabafazi!(Iam nowdating

Ladies)



Ntombi:haiwena!Whenandwithwho?

Sindi:Well,it'sstillnewbutguys,IswearIam

feelinglikeateenager.Thelongcallsandtexts

everynowandthen.

Iam happyshame,ifit'sendintearsIwillbe

happythatatleastIgottoexperiencesome

happiness

Nokuthula:(laughing)mjoloisthehillyou

choosetodiefor.

Sindi:yesss!Well,themanisnoneotherthan

Zime'sfather



Ntombi:what?Whendidthishappen?

Sindi:webumpedrandomlyinshopsandhe

askedIbakeforhisdaughter'sbirthday.We

startedtalkingsincethen

Ntombi:wow,Ididn'tseethatonecomingbut

youscored!Thatmanishandsomelyrich...

Ihopeyourkidswon'thaveaproblem withit.I

meanthemanisalsosingle.

Sindi:ifthere'sonethingIpridemyselfwith,is

buildingafriendshipwithmydaughters.NowI

am abletocommunicatewiththem about

everythingandtheyaresosupportiveofthisI'm

shocked.



Nokuthula:girlchildrenalwayswanttoseetheir

mothersHappy.

NowIunderstandthebigunionthat'sgoingto

bringSphesihlehometheancestorsshowed

me.

Sindi:whatuniondoyoutalkabout?

Nokuthula:(smiling)youwillsoonfindout.In

themeantimepleasemakesurethatyouenjoy

ittothefullest.

Youwillencounterfewchallengesbutyouwill

conquerthem.

VUKANI



Lungilewalkinfullydressedandreadyfor

school.

Lungile:goodmorningdad.

Shesayshugginghim tightlybeforetakingher

seat.

Vukani:morningsweetheart,didyousleepwell?

Lungile:Idid,reallycan'tcomplain.Andyou?

Vukani:I'm good.Babythere'ssomethingIwant

toruntoyoubeforeyouhearitsomewhereelse.



Lungile:soundsserious.Whatisit?Ismom

cominghome?

Vukani:no.It'snotthat.ActuallyIhavemet

someoneelse

Lungile:Idon'tunderstand

Vukani:Iam inarelationshipwithanother

woman.Youaregoingto...

Lungile:dadwait.It'sbarely3monthssince

mom left.Whytherush?

Vukani:lifeistooshorttobedepressedabout

situationsyoucan'tcontrol.Ihavedecidedto

moveonwithmylifeandbehappy



Lungile:wow,thatwassoquick.Itfeelslikeyou

arealreadytryingtoreplacemom andIdon't

likeit.

Vukani:sobadIwasn'taskingapermission

from youbutIfounditreasonabletotellyouso

thatyoudon'tgetashockwhenyouseeher

aroundthishouse.

Lungile:youaregoingtobringherhere?

Vukani:yes,thisismyhouseandIhavea

reputationtoprotectsoIcan'tbebooking

hotelsasifIam havinganaffair

Lungile:Ialreadydon'tlikeher,maybeIshould

haveleftwithmom.



Vukani:IcanstillbookyouaticketandIam

sureshewillbethrilledtoknowyouwantto

comeover.

Lungile:ohwow,alreadyyouarechasingme

outofthehouse?

Vukani:Iam notbutwhatIwillnothaveisa

disrespectfulchildwhothinkshasarighttotell

mewhattodowithmylifeinmyhouse.

YouareachildhereLungileandIam your

father.Pleasedon'tforgetthat.Beingthisopen

toyoudoesn'tmakemeyourfriend.

Lungile:I'm sorrydad.Ididn'tmeantosound

disrespectful.



Vukani:Ihopewearenotgoingtohavethis

conversationagain.Hurrywithyourbreakfast,I

am goingtochangeandI'lldropyouoffonmy

waytotheoffice.

ZIPHO

Sheknockedoffanddrovebyhermother's

workplacetopickherup.

Sheisbusyeatingsomeleftoversofcakes

waitingforhermothertofinishupwithpacking.

Zipho:ma'am pleasefinishup,Ihaveadate

tonight.



Sindi:eixdade,doyouknowthatuchomelaI

chinangekarate?

Zipho:hahaIsometimesforgetthatyouare

nowdating.

Sindi:itstillfeelssurrealyouknow.

Zipho:andyouareglowinggirlshameangifuni

ukungasho.Happinesslooksgoodinyou.

Sindi:thankyou.Ihavebeenmeaningtoyou.

WhenareyouansweringDaniel'sproposal?

Zipho:notanytimesoon.Ihaveindividualgoals

toaccomplishandwearedoingjustfine

currently.



Sindi:IhavetoadmitthatIdidn'ttrusthim at

first.Ihadafeelingofhim goingbacktohis

wifeandallthat.

Buteverydayheisprovinghiscommitment

towardsyou.

Zipho:heissimplythebestmama.Icountmy

blessingstwicewheneverIam praying.

Sindi:thenthere'syoursister.Isthereanyoneor

she'sgay?

Zipho:Yangaandbeinggaymama?Hahacome

onplease.Idon'tknow,butYangaiswaitingfor

herprincecharming



SINDI:IheardNokuthulatellingmethatthereis

somelovetrianglehappeningbetweenHer,

ZiningiandZamani?

Zipho:allIknowisthatZamaniisinterestedin

Ziningiandbabygirlisnotsureifheisreally

intohersincehehasahistorywithYanga.

Sindi:historywithYanga?haibojesus!Kanti

what'swrongwithyougirlsandtheNyathimen?

Youbothwanttomarryinthesamehouse.

Ziphoshrugshershoulderswhilelickingthe

cream.Shefeelsastrongfigureinthedoorand

raiseherhead.

SheseesVukaniandsmilesabit.Hermotheris



busyandhaven'tseenhim yet.

Zipho:mom,Iam leavingbecauseyouarenot

finishing.

Sindi:kahlewena,I'm sureDanielcanwaita...

SheturnsandfindVukanistandinginthe

middle.Shecan'thelpbutblushabit.

Sindi:oh,Vukani.Hi.

Vukani:SawubonasthandwaSami..

Zipho:(smiling)weeehI'm outofhere!Byelovers!



Vukani:(laughing)stopwiththedrama.Howare

you?Isworkokay?

Zipho:Iam goodandworkiscomingverywell.

Thankyouforasking.

Vukani:mypleasure,Iwasadmiringyourcar

whenwalkinginsidehere.MaybeIwon'tcharge

Danielmuchlobolo.

Sindi:haibo,thiscarisnothing.Doyouknow

whatIwentthroughraisingthischild?Iwantall

mycows!11ofthem!

Zipho:mom!YouguysalreadychargedDaniel

anarm andlegwithAsante.Pleasegoeasyon

him next.BabuVukani,youaregoingtodrive

yourladyhome.I'm leavingminamanje.



Vukani:notaproblem,Iwasactuallyhopingfor

that.

Ziphodoesn'twaitforanotherwordandheads

tothecarsmilingallbyherself.Finallyhermom

gothergrooveback!

DUSTIN

Heischillingwithhissonhavinganafternoon

chillasoversomedrinksandmeat.

Dustin:Ican'tbelievethatyouaskedmefora

relationshipadvise.

Zamani:youaremyfatherandyouarenot



alwayscrazybutwisesometimes.Itrustyouto

tellmewhattodowithoutjudgingmeorbiting

myheadoff.

Dustin:Ihearyouson.Imustadmitthatyouare

goingtomakesiblingsbuttsheadswiththis

decisionofyours

Zamani:theyarenotreallyrelated,noteven

close.

Dustin:Ihearyoubuttheyaretreatingeach

otherlikesisters.Nowmyquestionis,howare

yougoingtoconvinceYangathatyouwanther?

Afterthehistorysheknowsaboutyouandyou

ravingaboutthisothergirl?



Zamani:kodwaNyathi,thisiswhyI'm here.To

askforyourhelpintosolvingthismystery.

Dustin:aiZamani,whycan'tyoujustfind

anothergirlandsavemetheheadache?

Zamani:nodad.Iam doneplayingaround.I

honestlywantagirlIcansafelycallmine.Iam

almostdonewithvarsity.Iwantasteady

relationshipnow

Dustin:inanotherwordstheseXulupeoplewill

berichwithourmoney?

Zamani:areyougoingtoadvisememaraor

youaregoingtocomplainaboutyourmoney?



Dustinlaughsandbecomeserious.Justashe

isabouttoopenhismouth,hiseyeslandson

aninternationalcouplewalkinginhandinhand.

Youcantellthattheyarenotfrom herefrom

howtheyaredressedandthelanguagetheyare

using.

Dustin'seyesarefixedontheslim woman.It's

likenothingishappeningbyhisside.Thewhole

worldhasstoppedmovingandheisnot

breathing.

Thiscannotbehappening!Someonewakehim

up!Heburiedher!

Zamani:dad,dad?



Dustin:(pushinghischairbackandgetsup)I

am comingback...

Tobecontinued.
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(Notedited)

DUSTIN

Hestillrememberthedayverywell.Howcanhe

forgetit?Theloveofhislifedyinginhisarms.



Dudu.

Theydatedassoonashefinishedwithhis

collegestudies.Averybeautifulwomanwho

waswantedbyman.Hefeltblessedandyoung

tohaveher.

Priortoherdeathleavingtheir5yearoldson

behind,theyhadanargument.Shewantedto

relocatetooverseasoveranewjobshegot

onlineandDustindidn'twantthat.

Hetoldheritwasascam andthatshecan't

leavetheirsonbehind.Thatcausesadriftin

theirrelationshiptoapointwhereshebrokeup

withhim.

ShewasverydeterminedIngoingandhe



threatenedherwithtakingZamaniawayfrom

her.

Aweeklater,hereceivedacallfrom hermother

thatDuducommittedsuicide.Sheleftaletter

thatblamedDustin.Hefeltguiltyandwished

thatheallowedhertoleavemaybeshewould

bealive

It'sthesameguiltythathavemadehim unable

tomoveonorfallinlovebecauseheknows

howpossessivehecanbe.

Seeingherheremakesnosense.Hesawherin

acoffin,dead.Howissheherelookingrichand

fly?

Dustin:Dudu?



Shequicklyturnaroundandthemomenther

eyesmeetwithDustin,shefrown.Theoldwhite

manshecamewithhasgonetothecar.

Dustin:pleasetellmethatisnotyouplease!

Tellmeyoudidn'tfakeyourdeathjustsothat

youcouldleave.Pleasetellmeit'snotyouandI

am losingit.

Dudu:(calmly)please,donotcauseascene.My

husbandisgoingtocomebackanyminutenow

Dustin:yourhusbandyousay?Doyouseethat

boyI'm with?That'syouryourchild!Oursonyou

abandoned!

Dudu:whichpartofdon'tcausedramadon't



youunderstand?Iwillmaketimeandcomesee

you.Don'tdothisnow,please.

Sheflipsherweavebackwardsputtingonher

shades.Dustinfeelshischestburningupbadly.

Hetakestepsbackknowingthatbeinghereany

minutelongerwillcausehim toburstorbreak

down.

Zamani:Baba!

Hecallsrunningafterhim ashewalkoutofthe

chesanyamatohiscar.

Dustin:Zamani,Ineedtogosomewhere,wewill

finishourconversationlater.



Zamani:okay.Areyouokaythough?Youreyes..

dadwhoisthatlady?

Dustin:youknowverywellthatidon'tlike

repeatingmyself.JustgohomeI'llseeyoulater.

Zamanisighsdefeatedandstepbackwatching

hisfatherdrivingawayinaspeed.

SINDI

ThemomentZipholeft,shemadeacupof

coffeeforVukaniandsomepancakes.

Sindi:Iknowit'snotasgoodastheonefrom

yourcoffeeshopbut,Ihopeyouaregoingto



enjoyit

Vukani:(chuckling)whatareyoutalkingabout

woman?YouknowIloveeverythingaboutyou.

Speakingaboutacoffeeshop,Ihaveaproposal

foryou.

Sindi:it'sthesecondtimeyousaythis.

Vukani:yes.Wouldyoulovetosupplyuswith

freshcakes?

Sindi:sorry?

Vukani:IneedasupplierandIdon'tseeanyone

betterthanyouwhocanfillthatposition.



Sindi:kodwaSompisi!

Vukani:please,sayyestothat.Oh,here'sa

contract.Wemaybepartnersbutthisis

business.Yourrightsshouldbeprotectedatall

costs.

Sindi:thankyousomuch.IwillhaveZipholook

atthisandgetbacktoyou

Vukani:ofcourse,that'sokaywithme.

Sindi:yourdaughter'sbirthdayparty.I'm still

waitingonthelist

Vukani:damn!Iwasmeaningtofindawayto



askherbutwehadafightthismorning.

Sindi:oh,why?Whathappened?

Vukani:shewasgivingmetantrumsabout

datingagainandItoldherI'm goingtosendher

tohermother.

Sindi:noyoudidn't!

Vukani:what?Ihadtomakesuresheknows

herplaceasakid.

Sindi:Vukanithisisnotfair.She'sakid,you

can'texpecthertobesounderstandingabout

ourrelationship.Youindirectlyaskedfor

blessingstobewithmefrom Ziphoinapolite



manner.

Whyareyouforcingthistoyourdaughter's

throatinsteadofmakingherunderstand?

Vukani:Iwasn't...

Sindi:youhaveruinedeverythingandIthinkitis

bestwedon'tdothisparty.Fixthingswithyour

daughterandmakeherunderstandI'm not

theretoreplacehermotherortakeherspace.

Vukani:(sighs)youareright.Ireallyhavetodo

betterwithher.Idon'twantanotherversionof

Zime.

Sindi:(brushinghishand)it'sokay.Youarethe



onlyparentnowsoit'sexpectedtodomistakes.

Nomatterwhat,don'tletlovecloudyour

judgementanddon'teverbeinasituation

whereyouputyourchildsecondtome.

BecauseIshallneverdothatmistake.Mykids

comesfirstandifpushcomestoshove,Iwill

choosethem withoutthinkingtwice.

Vukani:ngiyakuzwamama..(Ihearyouma'am)

DANIEL

HewhistleswhenZiphowalksoutofthecarto

him.

Daniel:damn!



Zipho:(smiling)yousaidIshoulddressupand

lookprettyandIsaid"asknomore"

Daniel:youlookbeautifulmamakaAsante,Iam

suchablessedman

Zipho:youlookhandsometoobabydaddy.Isit

meorthisistheveryplacewehadourfirstdate?

Daniel:(pullingthechairforher)definitelyis.It's

beenabusymonthsandwecouldn'tcelebrate

ourfirstanniversarytogether.

Ithoughtnowwitheverythingcalmeddown,we

cancomebackhere.



Zipho:wow,Ican'tbelieveit'sbeenayearanda

coupleofmonthsalready.IrememberwhenI

firstsawyouhere,Ialmostfainted

Daniel:(laughing)youkeptondrinkingyourwine

likeafish.Damn,it'sbeenachallengingyear

butIam gratefulofthegrowth.

I'm gratefulforthesecondchanceatloveand

fatherhood.Yougavemesuchanamazing

beautifuldaughter

Zipho:okaypleasestopbeforeIruinmy

mascarawithtears.

Daniel:(kissingherhand)Iloveyou.



Zipho:IloveyoutooDaniel.

Daniel:Iaskedthecheftoprepareyourfavorite.

Ihopeyouaregoingtolikeit.

Zipho:Ican'twait.

Danielsnaphisfingersandtheybringinthe

food.Ziphotakesafewbitesandmoanclosing

hereyes.

Daniel:(chuckling)stopdoingthat

Zipho:what?

Daniel:yourmoansaredisturbingme



Zipho:(smiling)youaresosilly,I'm enjoyingmy

food.Getthedirtythoughtsoutofyourmind

Daniel:howcanIwhenyoulookthisbeautiful?

Zipho:Ihaveasurpriseforyoulater..

Daniel:(smirking)ohyeah?Ican'twait.

Rightthenhisphonerings.It'sZamani.

Daniel:letmetakethis.Zamanihardlycalls

Zipho:it'sokay,youcangoaheadandanswerit.

Couldbeanemergency.



Daniel:son?

Zamani:babomkhulu,ismyfatherwithyou?

Daniel:noheisnot.Ilastspoketohim overthe

phoneinthemorning.Whydoyouask?

Zamani:wewerehavingsomelunchearlierand

outofthebluehegotupandwenttothisother

woman

Theywerefarfrom meIcouldn'theartheir

conversationbutitlookedveryintense.After

thatheleft.Ifollowedhim,helookedlike

someonewhowantedtocryanddroveoff



Daniel:thatissoweird.Couldyoudescribethe

womanforme?

Zamani:lightincomplexionwithabirthmark

aroundherchin.Icouldn'tseeherproperbut

she'sreallybeautiful

Daniel:haveyoutrackedhiscar?

Zamani:heabandoneditonthefamily

cemeterywithhisphoneinside.I'm callingyou

standingnexttoit.

Daniel:thisisnotgood.Drivethecarhomeand

Iwilllookforhim

Zamani:doyouknowwherehecouldbeat?I'm



worried.

Daniel:Imighthaveanidea.Iwillcallyou.

HeendsthecallandlookatZiphowholooks

curious.

Zipho:whatisit?

Daniel:IneedtofindDustin.Iam sorryIhaveto

cancelourdateshort

Zipho:isheokay?

Daniel:Ihopeheis.Iwillmakeituptoyou,I

promise.



Zipho:don'tworryaboutit,thissoundslikean

emergencysogofindhim.I'lldrivetoourhouse.

Daniel:(gettingoffhischairandkissesher)

youcangetatakeawayorwhateveryouneed.

Thebillhavebeentakencareof

Zipho:okay.Letmeknowhowitgoes.

Daniel:Iwill.

Herunsoutoftherestaurantstraighttohiscar.

VUKANI



Arrivinghomehefindshishousequite.Theway

it'ssobig,itfeelsawkwardlyemptywiththe

three(includingthemaid)ofthem here.

Hetakesoffhiswatchandwalktothelounge

andfindthetvon.Helooksatthecouchand

seesLungilesleepingonit.

Hesitsnexttoherandkissherforehead.

Vukani:mybeautifulprincess.I'm sorryforhow

Ispoketoyouthismorning.

Lungileopenhereyesasshetriestocarryher

toherbedroom

Lungile:Dad...



Vukani:heybaby..howlonghaveyoubeen

sleepinghere?

Lungile:(yawning)notlong.Iwaswatchinga

movie

Vukani:butyouknowmoviesarenotallowedin

schoolnightsright?

Lungile:Iknow,IwantedtowaitforyousoIcan

apologize.Ididn'tmeantogiveyouan

ultimatum earlier

Vukani:I'm alsosorryforshoutingatyouand

makeyoufeellikeyouarenotapriorityoryou

don'tmatter



Lungile:mom'sleavingleftyouinaverydarkera.

Iprayedeverydaythatyougetbetter.Youhave

beenhappydadandifshe'sthereasonbehind

thatnewfoundhappiness,Iam goingtoaccept

andlikeher

Vukani:asmuchasthismakesmesohappy,

pleaseknowthatthereisnorush.Whatican

promiseyouisthatsheisanamazingwoman

Youaregoingtoloveheranditwillbenatural.

Therewon'tbeanypressuretodoso

Lungile:Ihearyoudad.Doesshehavekids?

Vukani:yes,twodaughtersthatIbelievethey

aregoingtomakegreateldersisterstoyouone



day

Lungile:Iwouldlovetohavethat.

Vukani:timewilltellmyangel.Nowcome,goto

sleepbecausetomorrowyouwillbebothering

ourhelperandrefusetogetup

Lungile:goodnightdad.Iloveyou

Vukani:Iloveyoutoomyprincess.

Shehugshim andleavegoingtoherroom.

VukaniswitchesofftheTVandgotohisoffice.

Hisphoneringsfrom thepocketsjustasheis

abouttopourhimselfsomewhiskeybeforehe



getsonwithwork

It'stheintentionallynumberhisexwifeuses.

Hesitsdownbeforeanswering.Thisbetterbe

good.

Vukani:Slindile,hello

Hehearssilenceandsniffsfrom theotherside.

Vukani:Zime?Where'syourmother?

Zime:father,canwetalk?

Hekeepsquiteashisheartbeatsfaster.This

doesn'tsoundgood,notatall.



Vukani:whathaveyoudone?

Zime:Ididn'tmeanto...

Tobecontinued.
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VUKANI

"Ididn'tmeanto"ifeverytimeZimeutteredsuch

wordhegavehim money,hewouldbea

millionairebynow.



Hehasheardenoughofthem andtheyare

foreverfollowedwithamessthathehasto

cleanup.

Hetakesadeepbreathandhopethatwhatever

itis,it'snotbad.

Vukani:Zime,Iaskedwhathappened?

Zime:nothingfather.Ihavebeenmeaningto

talktoyoueversincewelandedthisside.

Iknowhowmuchyouhavetriedtohelpme,

howyoulosthumanityandmoralsjusttokeep

mesafe.

Ididn'tmeanforeverythingtogettothispoint.



Youandmom divorcingaftersomanyyearsof

marriagebecauseofme.

Ireallyhopeandpraythatyouguysreconcile.I

knowhowlamethiswillsoundbutI'veseenthe

painmom enduredbecauseofhavingto

choosebetweenyouandme,havingtobreak

upwiththeloveofhislifejustsohersoncan

besafe

Ialsodon'tblameyoudadforthedecisionyou

made.IhonestlywishIstayedandallowed

everythingtotakeit'scourse.

It'swiththatreasonthatIadmittedmyselfto

theasylum.It'sbeenamonthanditwasvery

scaryatfirst.



ButthesupportI'vebeenreceivingfrom mom

andSphesihlekeptmegoingtillthisfar.Mom

isheretovisitmeandIfeltreadytofinallycall

youandapologizeforeverything

From thebottom ofmyheartDadIam sorryfor

takinganadvantageofyourkindness.Iam

workingsohardtobethebestmanforSphe

andthesonyoucanbeproudof.

Vukaniclenchhisjawsallowingthetearsto

stream downhisface.Hedidn'texpectthisat

all.Heishavingmixedemotionsrightnow.

Vukani:Idon'tknowwhattosayZime.Ifwhat

youaretellingmeit'strue,thenI'm proudofyou

fortakingthatdecision.



It'salongwaytogobutit'sagreatstart.Ididn't

dowhatIdidbecauseIdon'tloveyouanymore.

Youaremyson,thebloodandbonesofmyown.

Zime:Iknowit'shardtobelievemedadandI

understandbutyoucancheckityourself.

Iam reallyseriousaboutthisandwhenIcome

out,I'llgivemyex'sparentstheirchildremains

soshecanhaveadecentsendoff

Vukani:youknowconfessingtomurderwill

haveyouarrestedright?Thesamearrestyou

ranawayfrom?

Zime:Iknowandwhateveritis,Iwilldealwith



itheadson.

Vukani:(sighs)IhearyouZime.Allthebestwith

everything,Ireallyhopeyougetthehelpthat

youneed.Thanksforcalling,Iappreciateit.

Pleasegiveyourmotherthephone.

Zime:okayDad.Thanksforlistening.

There'ssomeshufflinghappeningaroundand

Slindiletakesthephone.

Slindile:hello?

Vukani:whatgameareyouplaying?

Slindile:whatdoyoumean?



Vukani:doyouthinkI'm stupid?Soyousat

downandwrotethissobstoryforme?You

honestlythinkI'm thatstupid?

Slindile:IknowyouaredifficultbutIdidn'tknow

thismuch.

Vukani:please,cutmethecrap!Youarea

trainedprofessionalactressandyoupassed

yourskillstoyourson.Welldone!

Slindile:Vukani,Zimeisreallytrying.Ididn't

wanthim tocomeherebutheinsisted.

Vukani:youdidn'twanthim togothere?Why?

Youwantedhim tokillyoufirstbeforehegets

help?



Talkaboutourdivorcedrainingyouandallthat

nonsense!Listen,ifallofthisistrue,Iam going

togetZimethebestlawyermoneycanbuyso

thathecannotgetaheavysentencebut

prepareyourselfthathe'sgoingtogotojail.

Asforourdivorce,itsfinal.Youforceditoutof

mesothere'snospaceforyouhere.Don'tever

thinkyoucancomeback.

Slindile:whyareyoutalkingasifweare

enemies?Vukaniwehavekidsand...

Vukani:(chuckling)seeyourlife?Youdidn'tplan

thisonewellandnowyouareprobablyrunning

outofcashhenceyouarecomingwiththese

stories.



Slindile:wellI...

Vukani:Idon'twanttohearit!IfZimeisreally

intoahospital,Iwillpaythebilldirectlytotheir

account.

Asforyou,there'snocentyouaregoingtoget

from me.Thankyouforleavingmydaughter

behindbecauseyouhavenoreasontoclaim for

maintenance.

Heendsthecallanddecidetodrinkstraight

from thebottle.

DANIEL



Inhislife,hehasneverdrivenhiscarthisfast.

HekeepsonprayingandhopingthatDustinis

okay,safewhereverheis.

Heturnsatthecornernotsureifit'sthesame

streetsinceit'sbeenyearseversincethey

camehere.

Drivingaroundthestreetnotsurewhichhouse

isit,hehearscommotioncomingfrom this

otherbigwhitehouse..

Heparkthecaroutsidethegateandwalkinside.

Breakingofplatesandinsultsisflyingaround.

Beforehecanwalkinside,hehearsDustin

swearingatwhoever.



Dustin:soyouhelpedyourdaughtercookedup

thatlieandleaveoursonbehindsothatyou

canliveinthisluxuryhuh?

Doyouknowthatyoupracticallysoldher?

"Dustin,leavebeforeIcallthecopsonyou,

whatyouaredoingistrespassing!!"

Dustin:nowIseewhereDudugettheevilheart

from.Youdon'tevencareaboutyourgrandson,

heevenstoppedforcingthingslongtimeago.

Canyouevenpointhim onthestreet?Howcan

youbethisvile?Helpyourdaughterfakeher

death?Uyaloyawenamaneabakutsheli!I'm

surenemfeneunayo...



Danielwalkinrightthenandthewomanclap

herhands.

Her:thankGodyouhere!Takeyourbrotherand

getoutofmyhouse

Daniel:Dustin,theyarenotworthit.Let'sgo

home,Zamaniisworriedaboutyou.

Dustin:(emotional)theymadememournfora

personwhowaslivingherbestlife.Mademe

raisemysonalone,okaynotaloneperser

becauseyouguyshavebeentherebutit'sbeen

hard.

NowallIwanthertotellmeiswhyandhowdid

theydoit.Shetellsmeabouttrespassing.



Daniel:let'sgo,wecan'tbehere.Clearlythis

peopledon'twantyouhereandtheydon'ttake

youserious.

HetakesDustinoutandtheywalktothecar.He

stopsbythedoor,placehisforeheadonitand

finallybreakdown.

Danielhugshim crunchingwithhim tothe

ground.

Daniel:it'sokaybrother.It'sokay...Letitallout.

Dustin:Ican'tbelieveIhavebeensuchafool.

EvennowIam afoolforcryingforsomeone

whoplayedmelikethat



Daniel:youarenotafool.Shemissedoutonan

amazingpersonandgoodlove.Please,calm

downandfindawaytotalktoherwhencalm

Idon'twantyouarrestedplease.Webothknow

thatyourtemperiseasilyirked.

Dustin:Iwasthisclosetostranglingthisold

witch.Youcameintime.

Daniel:let'sgohome.Yoursonisworriedabout

you,weallare.Youscaredus.

Dustin:Ididn'tmeantoI'm sorry.CanIspenda

nightinyourhouse?I'm notreadytogohome.

Daniel:it'sokay,myhouseisbigyoucanstay



thereforaslongasyouwantbutdon'tshut

yoursonout.Hedeservestoknowthetruth.

Fornowletmecallhim andputhismindat

ease.

ZIPHO

SheopenshereyesandfindDanielnexttoher.

Shedoesn'trememberwhattimehecameto

bed.

HecamebackwithDustinandtheylocked

themselvesintheguestbedroom untilthewoo

hoursofthemorning.

Sherunsherfingersaroundhisbrowsandhe



smileswithhiseyesclosed.Shedrawscloser

tohim andkisseshispoutedlipsandDaniel

deepensthekisswithhishandgoingunderher

pyjamatop.

Ziphohelpswithremovinghisboxersandhe

turnsheraroundandtakeitfrom behindina

smallpace.

Asante'sbabymonitorgoesoffandtheyboth

groaninfrustration

Zipho:yourdaughterhasnotiming.

Daniel:letmefinishoff..

Zipho:I'm notgoinganywheretodaywehave



thewholedaytocatchup.

Danielsmilesandshekisseshim gettingoffthe

bed.Sheputonhermorninggownandgoto

Asante'sroom.

ShefindsDustinholdingheronhisarmswhile

madam drinkhermilkfrom thebottle.

Zipho:Dustin,goodmorning.

Dustin:morningZipho,IthoughtIshouldhelpin

caseyouguysare..youknow..

Zipho:(blushing)please,weweresleeping.I'm

goingtotakeabathandpreparebreakfastand

herfood.



Dustin:okay,we'llbefine.

Ziphosmilesandturnaroundtoleavebutstop

whenDustincallsher.

Dustin:willyoueverleaveAsanteoneday?Like

wakeupandleaveherwithDanielandthe

family?

Zipho:Asanteismylife.TheonlytimeIwill

leaveherbehinditwillbewhenIam dead.

Dustinshakehiseyesstaringatthebabydeeply.

Zipho:areyouokay?



Dustin:Iwillbefine.

Zipho:Ihopeyougetbetter,ifyouwanttotalk,

weareallhere.

Dustin:Iknow.Thankyou.Pleasetellmyson

I'm fineifeverhecontactsyou.

Zipho:okay.

NTOMBI

Sheisdoingaminishoppingwiththegirls.

ZiningiandMbali.Sheisgivingthem ahard

timegrabbingeverythingandwanttobeput

down.



Sinceshelearnedwalking,shedoesn'twantto

beonpeople'sarmsnomore.

Ntombi:lookatthisone,she'snotevenastrong

walkerbutshe'sallovertheplacefalling!

Ziningi:sheisenjoyingitandweareintrouble.

Ntombi:myeyehavebeentwitchingandit's

beenaweekalready.

Ziningi:mymom usuallysayswhensuch

happensitmeansthatyouaregoingtohear

from someoneyouhaven'tseeninaverylong

time

Ntombi:yoohIwonderwhothatis.Ziningiget



Mbaliplease!OhGodlookatwhatshe'sdoing!

Ziningilaughsandrunsafterher.Ntombi

followspushingthetrolley.Mbaliholdsonto

thisman'sjeans.Hegiveshiswifethebasket

andpicksMbaliuppokinghercheeks.

Ntombicanhearthewifesayingherdaughteris

cute.It'swhentheguyturnaroundandlookat

Ntombithatshenearlyfaints.

Theairstopsmovingfrom asecondandshe

feelsherheadspinningaround.

Him:MrsXulu?

Ntombi:(softly)George?



HelooksatthebabyandbacktoNtombi.His

wifeissuddenlyuncomfortableasshecan

connectthedotsfrom howthesetwoare

lookingateachother.

Dudu:love,givethewomanherbabysothatwe

canfinishourshopping.

George:ohyes,ofcourse.Itwaslovelyseeing

youagain,formercolleague.

HehandsthebabybacktoNtombiwhose

handsaretrembling.Mbalidoesthe

unthinkableandcriesforGeorge!!

Tobecontinued...



(Thisisa"Thankyou"insertforparticipatingin

votesforoursisterNaledi.Keepvoting! )

BONESOFMYHEART

CHAPTER63

NTOMBI

Talkaboutthemostawkwardmomentever.

Kidsandbeingbetrayers.Whyisthisonecrying?

Ntombiasksherselfwhilemaintainingacalm

reactionoutofthis

Shedoesn'tbelieveit!Didn'thesayheisleaving

forgoodsothathecanbewithfamilyandstop

goinghomeevery3months?



Eitherway,that'snoneofherbusiness.Ziningi

managestobribeMbalibacktothem with

sweets.

Theypayfortheirstuffanddriveaway.

Ziningi:Mbalithough.Wasshecryingforthat

manbecausetheyareofthesameraceornjani?

Ntombikeepsquiteandwishtotellherthat

Mbaliiscryingforthatmanbecauseit'sher

fatherbutagain,she'sakidwhowon't

understand.

Theyarrivehomeandtheboysrushtohelpwith

plasticswhileNtombilooksforNokuthula.



Shefindsherexercisinginthegarden.

Ntombi:takeiteasyoryouaregoingtostrain

yourself.

Nokuthula:Ijustwanttofeelmylegsback.It's

sofrustratingcarryingtheselegsandnotfeel

anythingforthem.

Ntombi:Iknowbutgiveittime.NowsitdownI

gotnewsforyou

Shesaysbringingherwheelchaircloserand

Nokuthulasitsdown.

Nokuthula:youlookperplexed.Whatisit?



Ntombi:youwon'tbelievewhoIsawinthe

shopstoday

Nokuthula:who?

Ntombi:Mbali'sfather..

Nokuthula:(chuckling)oh?WhatdidIsaytoyou?

Ntombi:aiboNox,youmean?No!

Nokuthula:let'swaitandsee.Didheseeher?

Ntombi:yes,heheldherevenandthelittle

traitorcriedforhim.



Nokuthula:thatwasabloodconnection.It's

thickerthanwater.Expecthim tocome

knockinghere.Doeshehavekids?

Ntombi:yes,boytwins.

Nokuthula:alright.prepareyourselfforthe

rollercoasterthat'sgoingtohappenmydear.

Ntombi:doyouhaveanyideawhat'sgoingto

happenmaybe?

Nokuthula:Ionlyknowthatyoutwoaregoing

toenduptogether.How?Idon'tknow.

NtombisighsandpushNokuthulabacktothe



house.Herlifehavebeenpeaceful.Sheisnot

readytostartanotherdramabecauseofaman.

Whymustshetakepeople'shusbands?Can't

shefindamanofherown?

ZAMANI

Hecouldn'twaitforthedaytofinallycomeout

sothathecangotohisuncle'shouse

Heneededtoseeitwithhiseyesthathisfather

isokay.Heattendedthefirstclassanddrove

straightthereafter.

HefindshisUnclehavingcosymomentswith

Ziphobythepool.Heleavesthem withZipho



goingbacktothehouse.

ZAMANIputhisfeetinthepoolandZipho

dishesupthesnacksanddrinksforhim.

Zipho:Ishouldhaveyourfatherheremore

oftensothatyoucanvisit.

ZAMANI:awcomeon,Idovisitsometimes

Zipho:aiyouarelyingZama.Anyways,you

good?

ZAMANI:IwillbefineonceIseemyfather.Why

areyounotatwork?

Zipho:Iwantedtospendtimewithmymanand



daughter.It'saFridayanywaysoImadeupa

story.

ZAMANI:nicelifeproblems.Haveyouseenmy

dad?Howishe?

Zipho:helooksabitshakenbuthe'sfine

Zamani

ZAMANI:Ihaveneverseenmyfatherlikethat.

Whateveritis,mustbedeep.

Zipho:yourdadisoneofthestrongestmanI

know.Heisgoingtobounceback.Weshould

allowhim togothroughwhateveritissothat

whenhecomesbacktous,hecomesbackfully.



Zamani:Ihearyou.WhereisYanga?

Zipho:eitherhomeoratschool.Aren'tyouguys

chatting?

ZAMANI:wedobutIam afraidofheroflate.

Zipho:why?

Zamani:Ihavefoundmyselfthinkingabouther

alot.LikeIcan'tgetheroutofmymind.

Zipho:andwhataboutZiningibecauseyou

weresingingthesamesongwithhernotso

longago?

Zamani:Ialsolikeher..actuallyIdon'tknow



marn..I'm soconfused.

Zipho:letmetellyousomething.Youdon'tlove

anyofthem thatiswhyyouareconfused.

Mytwocents,stayawayfrom them andlook

foranothergirlyouwon'tbeconfusedwith

Zamani:butYanga...

Zipho:butnothing.Weareallfamilynow

Zamani.Wenawhateverconfusionyouhave

concerningYangaisbecauseyouneverhadher

notthatyouloveher.

AndItwouldbeabadthingtoseeyouhurting

mysister.Letitgo.



Zamani:alright.Ihearyou.Ishouldgocheckup

onmyfatherthen.

Zipho:cool,tellDanieltobringAsantewith.

DUSTIN

HeislayingonthebednexttoAsante.He

keepsonstaringather,rememberingthedays

whereZamaniwasthisyoung.

HewatchedthismorningZiphoplayingwithher

whilefeedingher.That'samother'slove.What

makesonewakeupanddecidetoleavetheir

childbehind?



Itwouldhavebeenbetterifsheleftthan

makinghim believethatshekilledherself

becauseherefusedforhertogotooverseas

Danielknockontheopeneddoorandwalkin.

Hesitsnexttohim whilehegetsupandrests

onthepillows.

Daniel:Zamaniishere...

Dustin:(rubbinghisface)eix...

Daniel:youcan'tignorehim forever.Talktohim.

Beashonestasyoucanwithhim.

Dustin:wheredoIbegin?



Daniel:from thebeginning.

Dustin:aithisissodifficult,Iam stillhavingmy

headwrappedaroundit.NowIhavetotellmy

sonastoryIalsodon'thavecompleteanswers

on?

Zamani:whatisitthatIneedtobetold?

Danielgetsupandtakehisdaughterleavingthe

twoalone.

Dustin:pleasesitdown

Zamaniobeyandlookstraightintohisfather's

eyes.



Dustin:whatI'm goingtotellyounowwon't

makeanysense.Trustme,iam asconfused

asyouwillbe

Zamani:dad,youarescaringme.

Dustin:thewomanyousawmetalkingtoatthe

chesanyamaisyourmother.

Silence.Zamanisquintinghiseyesthinkinghe

didn'thearhisfathercorrectly.

Zamani:buthowbecausesheisdead?She's

deadright?

Dustin:that'sallIknowbutIwasveryshocked

toseeheryesterdayaliveandkicking.



Zamani:Idon'tunderstandthis.

Dustin:meneither.Iwentandconfrontedyour

grandmotherandshethreatenedmewithcops.

Thanksforyouruncle'sarrival.Iwantedto

stranglethetruthoutofher.Ican'twrapmy

headaroundthefactthatIhavebeenmadeto

mournapersonwhoisalivealltheseyears.

Zamani:whywouldshefakeherdeadandleave

usbehind?Wereyouabusivetowardsher?

Dustin:Ibetyourpardon?ZamaniIlovedyour

mother,wholeheartedlyso!



It'sthesamereasonIhaven'tbeenabletolove

anotherwoman.

Zamani:IknowthatfatherandI'm sorryfor

thinkingyoucandosuch.I'm justtryingto

understandthis

Dustin:Iguesstheonlypersoncapableof

givingusstraightanswersisher

Zamani:(noddingandgettingup)Ihavetogo

Dustin:whereareyougoingbecauseweare

stilltalking?

Zamani:Ineedsomeair.Thisroom istoohot

allofasudden.



Dustin:Zamani!

Heleavesthebedroom andgoesstraighttohis

car.Dustinfollowsbehindcallinghisname

Daniel:lethim go,givehim timetodigestthe

news

Dustin:Nyathihowam Igoingtodealwith

this,tellmebecausehonestlyI'm outofplans

andwords?

Daniel:wewillfigureitouttogether.Nowthat

heknows,it'sbetter.Letusallcalm downfrom

thesituationandthenitshallbediscussed.



ZININGI

SheisholdingupforYangaatbakery.Shewent

outandMam Sindiwentoutwithherman.

It'sabitquitesoshefindsherselfsleepingon

thecounterbecauseofheatandgetsawoken

upbyacardrivingin.

Shestretchesherarmsandgetuptocheck

whorevstheircarlikethatonlytoseeZamani

walkingtotheshop.

Ziningi:ohZamani,it'syou.

Zamani:Zii,isYangaaround?



Ziningi:no,shewentout.

Zamani:okaycool.TellherIstoppedby.

Ziningi:areyouokay?

Zamanidoesn'tsayanythingbutgoestohiscar.

Ziningisighsandclosethedoorleadingtothe

shopandfollowshim tothecarandgetsonthe

passengerseat.

Ziningi:talktome...

Zamani:(shakinghishead)Ijustfoundoutthat

mymom whom Igrowupknowingthatshe's

lateisactuallyalive.



Ziningi:ohmy.I'm sosorry.

Zamani:ithurtsyouknow,somuch.Tothink

thatMcebo'smom triedtobethereforme

whilemyownwasouttheredoingGodknows

what!

Ziningi:eix,thissoundsexactlylikewhatmy

mom did.Ican'trelatebutIfeelforyou,really.

Zamani:ithurts..

Ziningi:asitshould...comehere.

Sheoffershim awarm hugandfeelhertop

gettingwetandrealizethathe'stearingup

silently.



Zamani:(pullingawayfrom thehug)I'm sorry,I

shouldleave..

Ziningiwipeshistearswithherhandand

Zamanikissesit.Theystareateachotherfora

moment.Thedistancebetweenthem shorten

upandtheirlipslocktogetherinakiss.

Ziningifeelsbutterfliesinherstomach,a

strangeforeignfeelingthathasherheart

beatingtriceinone.

Hissofthandscaressingherarm sendsshivers

downherspineandfeelsherundergrounds

heatingup.

Zamani:letmeleavebeforethisescalateto



somethingfurther

Hesayswhisperinginherearbitingitabit

whilebrushingherthighsthatarevisiblefrom

theminiskirtshe'swearing.

Ziningi:don'tleave...please.

Shecan'tbelievethatishervoice!It'ssolow

andthewayherbodyisbetrayingherright

now,can'tbeexplained.

Zamaniliftsherheaduptolookathim.

Zamani:yousure?

Ziningi:yes,IloveyouZamani...



Hesmilesandleanoverkissingheragainthis

timedeepeningthekissandliftingherskirtup.

Ziningifeelsherbodygoinglowerandrealize

thatZamanihasloweredthecarseat...

Shefeelshissofthandbetweenherthighsand

breathesheavily...

Zamani:(whisper)relax....

Tobecontinued
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CHAPTER64



(Notedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

ZAMANI

Thekissesexchangedbetweenthem areso

deepandinviting.Thewaythisgirlissoready,

wrappingherlonglegsaroundhim.

Strangethingaboutitisthatheisnotfeelingit.

Hetriestogiveittheenergyitneedsbutnah,

hismemberdoesn'trisetotheoccasion.

Hegetsoffherandplacehisforeheadonthe

steeringwheel.Ziningipullsherskirtdown

closingherlegsandlooksathim.



Ziningi:whatisit?Whydidyoustop?

Zamani:Ican'tdothisZii,especiallyhereinthe

carandthismoment.

I'm sorrymymindisallovertheplaceandthis

isthelastthingIwanttohappen

Ziningi:Idon'tunderstand.Iusuallyseein

moviesmenfindingcomfortintheirwomen...

Zamani:(chuckling)youshouldstopwatching

toomuchtv.Thisisreallifeandbesides,you

aren'tmywoman.

Pleasegetoutofmycar.Ineedtoleave.



Shelooksathim likeakidwhojustgot

snatchedhersweetaway.

Ziningi:thisisnotaboutmoralsoranything.

Younolongerfindmeattractiveright?

Zamani:youareabeautifulgirl,don'teverdoubt

that.Ijusthadtimetothinkaboutwhatyou

saidthelasttime.

Youareright,wecan'tstartanything

romanticallyandyouhaveabrightfutureahead

ofyou.Idon'twanttodim itorbeadistraction

towardsit.

Ireallyhavetogo.Lookmydadhasbeen

calling.Ihopewhathappenedherewon'tcreate

awkwardvibesgoingforward.



Ziningisighsandgetsoutofthecarnotsaying

anythingandZamanidrivesoff.Heopens

windowsandbrushhisface.

Healmostmadeabigmistakeever.Thiskid

lookslikeavirgin,sleepingwithherwasgoing

tohaveherrunningafterhim likeaheadless

chicken.

Hehasalotgoingonatthismomentandhe

needsanswers.

DUDU

Sheisonavideocallwithhersonsaskingthem

howtheirdaywas.Shecan'tbelievehowfast

theyhavegrown.10yearsalready.



Afterendingthecall,shegoesaroundthe

houselookingforherhusband.Something

abouthowhim andthatwomanexchanged

looksdidn'tsitwellwithher

Asmuchassheistryingtoignorethefactthat

thelittlegirllookedsomuchlikehertwins.

There'snowaythatGeorgecheatedonherand

madeababyright?

Lifehaven'tbeenroseyforher.Whenthe

opportunitytoworkabroadcamebywitha

friend,shewantedtoleavesobad.

ThebenefitsaboutworkinginDubaisounded

good,nowthatshe'sthinkingaboutit,theywere

toogoodtobetrue.



Herfriendandmom helpedherexecutethis

planofleaving.ReasontothatwasforDustin

nottofollowher.

Itbrokeherhearttoleavehersonbehindbutat

thattimeshethoughtshewasdoingaright

thingandthatshewasgoingtoworkatleast2

years,saveupmoneyandcomebackhometo

gethim.

Underthenewidentity,sheleftforDubai.It

wasn'tasroseyasshethoughtitwouldbe.Her

friendchangedonherthemomentshesather

footinthathotel

Thefriendpimpedherout!Shecouldn'tbelieve

it.Itwaslikeshewasdealingwithacomplete



stranger.

Onthe4thnight,shehadabout10meninaday

havingawaywithheraspartoftraining.She

couldn'twalkfor3days.

Afterthat,shestartedsellingherbodyand

usingdrugs.Shewasaslaveandherfriendwas

amadamemarriedtosomebillionairewhoran

thethings.

Afterayear,shetriedtorunawaybutwas

caught.Theguardthathelpedherwasshot

rightinfrontofherandshewasbeatenuptoa

pulpandspentamonthinhospital

Shewastoldthatshouldshetrythatstunt

again,hermotherwillfacetheconsequences



andtheythreatenedherson'slifeintheprocess.

Shestayed,forthesakeofherson'ssafetyand

graduatedtoablackdiamondqueen.

Shebecameoneoftheexpensivegirls.Oneof

thefaithfulnight,Georgebookedher.

Itwasbusinessasusualforherbutshepicked

upthathedidn'tabuseherliketheotherguys

wouldfortheamounttheypaid.

Hewasactuallygentletowardsher.Hebecame

aregulartoapointwhereattimestheywouldn't

havesexbuttalk.

Hetoldherthathewasthehospital'sCEOin



SouthAfricaandsingle.Shedidn'tbelievehim.

Shewasconvincedthathehadawifehencehe

camethatsideevery3months

Ayearlater,shewasreleasedandtoldthat

Georgehasboughtherashis.Shecouldn't

believeit.Thatmeantfreedom!

Theygotmarriedafteramonth.Atfirstshe

didn'tlovehim atallbutasthetimegoesby,

shewarmeduptohim andlearnedtolovehim.

Theyendeduphavingbabies,thegorgeousboy

twinsshewastalkingwith.Alltheseyearsshe

thoughtofhersonbutknowingDustin,she

didn'tknowwheretogoaboutitandhermother

advisedheragainstit



Sayingshouldsherevealthatshehasasonshe

leftbehind,Georgeisgoingtotakeawayallthe

benefitssheishaving.

Comingbackherewashisidea.Heis

partneringwithsomeonefrom CapeTownina

hugebusinessventure.Theyaregoingtobe

hereforawhile.

Theirkidsareleftinthecareoftheirnanny.She

snapsoutofherthoughtsandproceedInside

theroom.

Dudu:darling,yourmindseemstobefar.What

areyouthinkingabout?

George:nothinglove,justbusiness



Hesaysbrushingherthighsandshegiveshim

thesuspiciouslook.

Dudu:isthereanythingIshouldknowabout?

George:somethinglike?

Dudu:likethatbabywhocriedforyouinthe

shoptheotherday?

George:comeondarling,thatmeantnothing.

I'm surethekidlikedme

Dudu:orfeltthatyouareherfather?

George:(chucklingnervously)what!?Noways!

She'snotmydaughter,itcan'tbe



Dudu:Ihopesobecauseweagreedthatno

cheatinginthismarriage.TrustmeIdon'twant

tobetested.I'm goingtomakesomelunch.

George:(gettingup)countmeout,Ineedtogo

somewhere.

Dudu:where?

George:(kissinghercheeks)Ijustremembered

thatIhaveameetingwiththisguyfrom the

hospitalIwasworkingat.Iwillbebacksoon.

Dudu:okay.

HeleavesinahurryandDudushakeherhead



Dudu:itbetternotbethatyouarerunningto

thatbitchbecauseyouwillregretit.I've

sufferedtoomuchtohavemyhappinessthatI

workedsohardforsnatchedawayfrom me.

Kuzofaumuntustruu.Thatlittlebambinobetter

notbemyhusband'sdaughter!

YANGA

OnherwaybackshebumpedintoZamani'scar

andheletherin.Theydrovetothisparkthey

normallychillatandhetoldhersomethingshe

neverthoughtcouldhappen.

Yanga:firstitwasSpheandnowyou.Kanti

whatisitwiththesemotherswholeavetheir

kidsbehind?



Zamani:Sphe'scaseisbetterbecauseshehad

amothergrowingup.Sheonlydiscoveredthe

truthnowatheroldage

Ispenteveryyearmourningherdeath,wishing

thatshewasalivejustsothatshecantellme

howproudsheisofme.

Yanga:nowthatsheisindeedalive,whatare

yougoingtodoaboutit?

Zamani:Idon'tknow.ButIwanttogivehera

chancetoexplainyouknow.

Yanga:(holdinghishand)andevenifyouforgive

her,thatokayZamani.Aslongasbothofyou

areinterestedingettingtoknoweachother.Its



nevertoolate.

Zamani:Isupposeyouareright.

HekeepsquiteforamomentandYangalooks

athim

Yanga:whatisit?

Zamani:IalmostsleptwithZiningitoday.

Yanga:what?Where?Zamanithatkidis16!

Zamani:Iknow.Iknow.Shekindaofferedbutit

clickedtomethatIcan'tdoit



Yanga:(clappingherhands)wow!TheeZamani

Nyathirefusingafreepussy?That'safirst!

Zamani:I'm serious.Irealizedthatsleeping

withherisgoingtojeopardizeeverythingI'm

tryingtobuildwithyou

Yanga:angizwanga?(Ibegyourpardon?)

Zamani:(sighs)thereasonwhyIdidn'tsleep

withherorcontinuepersuadingherItsbecause

Irealisedit'syouthatIwantYanga.

Yanga:haibo!

Zamani:IwantustostartafreshandIwould

loveitifyoucouldgiveusanothertryonceall



thechaosinmylifehasdieddown.

Iam nowreadytobethemanyouwantmeto

be.Ipromisetodobetterthistime

Yanga:aiZamaniI'm notsureaboutthis.You

broughtanothergirlbecauseIrefusedtosleep

withyou.HowdoIknowthatyoudon'twantto

hitandpass?

Zamani:youaregoingtoseeit.Iwon'tpressure

youintoanythingyoudon'twantnorreadyfor.

Butfornowletmesolveandfindanswersto

everythingandIwillcomebackforyou.Inthe

meantime,prepareyourself.



Hewinksandstealakissfrom her.Yanga

blushesandhitshisarm wipingthekissoff.

Zamani:ouch,youjusthurtmyfeelingsbythat.

Yanga:uzobastrong.

NTOMBI

Shejustfinishedhelpingtheboystaketheir

bathandisusheringSthembisotoleaveTVand

dohishomework.

Ziningiwalkinlookinglikeshegothitbythe

train.

Ntombi:andthen,whythesourface?



Ziningi:nothing,whereismymother?

Ntombi:sheistakinganap.Youokay?

Ziningi:I'm fine,Iwillgotakeashowerandhave

anearlynight.Don'tcountmeindinnertonight.

ShewalksawayandNtombicontinueshushing

Mbalionherarmssingingasongforher.

Aknockcomesthroughfrom thedoorand

Ntombiopensitsinceshe'satthekitchen.

Georgestandinfrontofher.Againherheart

racesasifit'swanttocomeoutofhermouth



George:MrsXulu.I'm sorrytojustshowup.

CanIcomein?

Ntombi:no!HowdidyouknowwhereIstay?

George:Ihadtogobacktomyformerwork

placeandgetyourdetails.Imustsaynice

house

Ntombi:youshouldn'tbehereGeorge.Please

leave.

Helooksatthebabyandshetightensthehold

aroundher.

George:isshemine?



Tobecontinued
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NTOMBI

LookingatGeorgerightnow,shefeelslikehe

alreadyknowsthetruthbutwantsthe

confirmationfrom her.

Shelethim inandoffershim aseat.

Ntombi:yes,sheisyourdaughter.

George:ohwow,sheissopretty.



Ntombi:indeedsheis.Whenshewasborn,she

lookedexactlylikeyouareleastnowshe's

mixing.

George:Iheardyourhusbandpassedaway,my

deepestcondolences.

Ntombi:yeah,hewasfrustratedabout

discoveringtheraceofthechildanddrove

awaydrunk.

George:ohno....

Ntombi:hemusthavelostthebalanceofthe

carandhedied.



Talkingaboutthatdaybringsbackthe

devastatingmemories.Shekeptonimagining

howlifewasgoingtobewithouthim.

George:Iam sosorryyouwentthroughso

muchbecauseoftheconsequencesofourlittle

fun.CanIpleaseholdheragain?

Ntombi:yeahsure.Justdon'twakeherup.

Shehandshim thebabyandheissmitten.He

kissesherontheforehead

George:suchabeautifullittlegirl.Whatisher

name?

Ntombi:hereldersisternamedherMbalenhle



whichmeansabeautifulflower.

George:beautifulflowerindeed.

Ntombi:what'syourwifegoingtosayabout

this?

George:mywifecan'tfindoutaboutthis.It's

goingtobreakher.

Ntombiswallowsthelumponherthroatand

nods.

SINDI

It'sthemorningandeveryoneispreparingfor

theirdayahead.



ZiphowalksinwithAsanteandherbags.She

handsherbackthecontract.

Zipho:morningmom,Ihadalookatthis

contract.It'sfairandIencourageyoutotake

thedeal.

Sindi:ohthankyoumybaby.Vukanihavebeen

worriedbutIcantellthatheisafraidtoaskin

casehethinksheispressuringme.

Zipho:Iguessyoucannowputhismindatease.

Sindi:yeah,speakingofwhich.Hisdaughteris

celebratingherbirthdayturning15thiscoming

weekend.



Zipho:oh,she'sinthesameagegroupwith

Ziningi.

Sindi:that'swhatIthoughtsoIwasthinkingwe

dosomethingsmallnjetocelebrateherand

cheerherup

Zipho:alreadytakingtheropesofbeinga

stepmom serious?I'm kiddingmom thatwould

benice.Shoutifyouneedhelp.

Yangajoinsthem andgreets.

Sindi:youcamebacklatelastnight,wherewere

you?



Yanga:IwaschillingwithZamaniatthepark.

Sindi:Ihopeyouarenotdatingthatboy.Heis

Asante'sbrotherandyouareheraunt.

Yanga:ofcoursenotmama.Althoughhe

confessedlovingmeandall.

Zipho:iyooh!Thistrianglebetweenyou,Zamani

andZiningiwon'tendwell.

Yanga:arghI'm seriouslyoverZamani.Itried

picturingustogetherandthefuture,itlacksthat

thing...

HeshouldbewithZiningiorfindsanothergirl

becausewewon'twork.AllI'm goingtobeis



hissupportsystem duringthisphasehe'sgoing

through

Sindi:good,leavetheNyathimenaloneandfind

anotherguysoutthere.

NOKUTHULA

Sheistrembling,pantingandsweatingasshe

criesfrom hersleep.

Ntombishakeherupandshecriesoutwhen

openinghereyes.

Ntombi:Nokuthula,it'sme.Whatisit?

Nokuthula:(crying)ohmyGod!Whatabad



dream Ijusthad!

ShetouchesNtombialloverwithherwhole

bodytrembling.Howisshegoingtoexplainthis

one?

Ntombi:wasthedream aboutme?

Nokuthulanodsbitinghernailstryingtocalm

down.

Ntombi:whatdidyousee?Pleasetellme...

Nokuthula:Isawyourfuneral.

Ntombi:what?



Nokuthula:youaregoingtodie,throughagun.

Anawkwardsilencefillstheroom.Ntombigets

offfrom thebed.

Ntombi:I'm goingtocheckuponthekids...

Nokuthula:Ntombi...

She'salreadyoutoftheroom andshesighs

wipingthesweatoffherface.

Tryingtomove,sheexperienceaverysharp

coldpaininherlegs.Shegroanholdingonto

bothofthem.



DUSTIN

It'sarainymorningandheisalreadyatthe

chesanyama.Todayitwon'tbeabusyday

becauseoftheweatherunlessitpicksup

Hefinallygatheredstrengthandreturnedhome

andbacktohislife.Heissippingonhiscoffee

whilebusywiththebookswhenaknockcomes

through.

Dustin:comein,it'sopen.

Hesayswithoutliftinghisheadupandthedoor

slowlyopens.

"Hi,Iwastoldtofindyouthisside"



Hestopswritingandlifthisheadup.Hiseyes

landstraighttothewomanwhohasmadehis

past3daysmiserable.

Dustin:Dudu?

Dudu:canIpleasehaveaseat?

Dustin:sure

Shepullsthechairandsitsdownplacingthe

umbrellaonthefloor.

Dudu:crazyweatheritis..



Dustinkeepsquitelookingather.Hisheartis

beatingsodamnfast.Shelooksgood,beautiful

even.Herleftfingeroccupiedbyahuge

diamondring.

Dustin:whatbringyouherethismorning?

Dudu:Iwashopingthatwecantalk?About

everything?

Dustin:talk,I'lllisten.

Dudu:(sighs)IknowIam ahorriblepersonever

forwhatIdidandnowordsIcansaycanundo

it.

Butyouarepartlytobeblamedforthesituation



aswell.

Dustin:(chucklingindisbelief)areyouserious

rightnow?

Dudu:yes,ifyoudidn'tstandonmywaysand

supportedmydreams,Iwouldn'thavedone

everything...

Dustingetsofffrom hischairandheadtothe

door.Heopensit.

Dustin:getout!LeavemyofficeandDon'tcome

backuntilyouarereadytotakeresponsibility

foryouractions!

Duduslam thedoorclosedandlockit.



Dudu:noDustin,I'm notgoing.Wearegoingto

dothisandgetoverwith!

Youaretellingmeabouttakingresponsibility,

yeahsureIam.Whenareyougoingtoadmit

thatyoufueledmydecision?

Dustinfeelshiseyesformingtears.Herubhis

head.

Dustin:DuduIlovedyou.Imighthavebeen

difficultaboutyouleavingbutthatjobsounded

offtome.Icouldn'tpretendtobehappyforyou

whileIknewsomethingwasjustoffaboutit

Dudu:Iknow.TrustmeIwishIlistened.You

wererightabouteverything.Ipaidaheavyprice



fornotlisteningandbetrayingyoulikethat.

Shequicklywipesthetearsfallingoffhereyes

andDustinholdherarms

Dustin:whathappened?

Dudushakeherheadlookingdown,tears

blindinghervision...

Dustin:talktome..

Dudu:itdoesn'tmatterNyathi.Ithappenedand

itwasapriceIhadtopay.

IjustwantyoutoknowthatI'm sorryfor

everythingandIregretmyactionssobadly.And



ifyouwouldallowme,Iwouldliketohavea

relationshipwithmyson.

Dustin:heisgoingtowantanswers,theones

thatyouowemerightnow.

Heisgoingtoaskwhyyoustayedawayfrom

16years.Heis21nowDudu.Surelyyouoweus

thatmuch.

Dudukeepsquiteandbiteherlipstryingto

pressthetearsthatkeepsonfallingdown.

Dudu:thejobwasascam asyouhad

suspected.WhenIleft,theplanwastoworkfor

2years,savemoneyandcomegetmyson.



InmymindIwashopingtobeabletoconvince

youtocomewithus.Allthatfairytaleendedas

soonasIlanded.Iwasgangrapedandturneda

prostitute.

Dustin:Dudu,whydidn'tyoutrytocallme?

Dudu:(sniffingwipinghertears)Icouldn't,they

werewatchingmyeverymove.Iwasn'tallowed

tohaveacellphone.

Itriedtoescapeayearlaterandpaidaheavy

priceforit.EvenifIwantedtocallyou,how

wouldI?Iwasafraidofthe"Itoldyouso".

Dustinholdherclosetohischestkissingher

hair.



Dustin:Iam madatyouforeverythingbutyou

don'tdeservewhatyouwentthrough.No

womandoes..

I'm trulysorrythatyouhadtoexperiencethatas

apriceofdisobedience.

Dudu:yeahIknow.It'sokaythough.I'm finenow.

MyhusbandsavedmeandIam happy.

Dustin:areyou?

Shedoesn'trespondbutlooksathiseyes.Her

eyesareredfrom crying.Heuseshisthumbto

wipeawaythemesshermascaradid

Shecloseshereyesandtheirfacesdrawsnear



untiltheirlipstouch.Theykiss.Thiskindofkiss

thatisdifferentfrom anykisseshehasever

had.

Thekindofkissingonlyheriscapableofgiving.

It'sheated,filledwithemotions,passionand

lust.

Heunbuttonhercoatanddropitonthefloor

pickingherupandplacesherontopofhisdesk.

Papersarepushedaroundasshewrapherlegs

aroundhiswaistworkingonhisjeanswhilehe

pullsherpencilskirtdown.

Dudu:ohGod!



Shecriessoftlyinhisearwhenheslam hard

insideher.Hestopsthrustingandbreath

heavilyonher...

Dustin:thisfeelshome....

Tobecontinued
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DUSTIN



Whentheytalkaboutgenitalsbeingbetrayers

theymeanexactlywhatishappeningbetween

thetwoofthem.

Hecan'tbelievethatheisgroaningcallingher

nameuponhisrelease.Shelayherheadonhis

chest,herweavemessedup.

Hemovesbackwithoutawarningalmost

causinghertofallonherface.Hepicksuphis

pantsandfixeshimself.

Thesilenceissoawkward.Hefeelssodirtyand

stupid.Howcanhescrewheraftereverything

thatsheputherthrough?

Theaudacitytoevenblamehim forwhat

happened?Whatifshe'ssicksincehedidn't



evenusedarubber?

Hegoestohisdrawerandtakeoutthe

containerthatcarrieshisPrEppillsanddrink

them.

Dudu:wow,youcouldn'tevenwaitformeto

leavebeforeyoucoulddrinkthose?

Dustin:areyoudone?Iwouldlovetogetback

toworkplease.

Dudu:whatisit?Wearebackathatingeach

other?

Dustin:youhateme?OhwowIdidn'tknow.



Dudu:Dustinstopit!Whathappenedfew

minutesagoprovedthatyoustilllovemeso

pleasestoptryingtobesavage.

Dustin:hehehethewayyouaresoconfident!

True,IloveyouIwillprobablyforeverdobut

whathappenedfewminutesagomeans

nothing.

Actually,Iam regrettingit.Makesureyoudrink

yourmorningafterpillsbecauseIdon'twant

youtofallpregnantwithanotherchildthatyou

willleavebehind.

Dudu:IdonatedmyeggssoIcan'thaveother

kidsanymore.

Dustin:okay



Dudu:canwetalkaboutourson?

Dustin:there'snothingtotalkabout.Zamaniis

anadult.Whateverhedecides,Iwillsupport

him.

Shebatshereyelashesbitingonherlipsand

nods.

Dudu:okayDustin.

SheopensthedoorandbumpintoDaniel.

Daniel:okay..hello.



Dudu:helloandbye.

Danielclosesthedoorandlookathisbrother

suspiciously.

Dustin:pleasedon'tgivemethelecture.Iknow

Ifuvckedupbigtime.

Daniel:youaregoingtocomplicatethings.

Whatifyoufallforheragain?

Dustin:Iwon't.

Daniel:Ihopesobecauseshe'smarriedandby

thelookofthingsshewon'tleavehim foryou.I

couldbewrongbutIwillhatetoseeyouthat

brokenagain.



Dustin:itwasaphaseandIpromiseit'sover

now.

DAYSLATER

It'stheLungile'sbirthdayandtheydecidedto

hostitatVukani'shouse.

Ntombi:thisisasmallheavenmfazi.Howrich

isyourman?

TheyarehelpingSindiwiththesetup.Lungile's

friendcameandtookheroutfordistraction

whiletheyremainedbehindforallthe

preparations.



Sindi:(laughing)youaresilly.It'sgoodtosee

youbacktoyouroldself.Youhavebeenscarce

andIdidn'twanttosoundnosey

Ntombi:isn'tNoxandherweirdvisions?

Sindi:whatdidshesaynow?

Ntombi:shetoldmeIam goingtodiebyagun.

Canyouimagine,it'slikeadoctortellinga

patientsuch.

Canwehurrywiththeprocessofgettingher

ownplacebecauseangisamzwizisikahlemina

Sindi:shhhh,calm down.Herdaughterisgoing

tohearyou.Don'tstressaboutitbutinstead



prayandblockwhatevercurseiscomingyour

way.

Ntombi:pleasedoprayformebecausewow,I

can'tdeal.Mykidsarestillyoung.

Vukaniappearsbehindthem andNtombi

excusesthem.

Sindi:(giggling)stopit.

Vukaniisholdingherwaistandbreathing

heavilyonherneck.

Vukani:Ican'thelpit.Youaregoingtosleep

heretodayright?



Sindi:wedidn'tdiscussthat.

Vukani:Iknowbutlove,afterallthehardwork

youareputtinghere,doyouhonestlythinkit's

wiseyoudrivesofar?

Stay,letmerunyouahotbubblebathafter

everyonehasleftandmassageyourfeet.

Sindi:(blushing)suchacharmer.I'llthinkabout

it.NowleavesoIcanfinishup.

Vukaniwinksathertakingasipfrom the

whiskeyheisdrinking.

DANIEL



HeisbabysittingtodaybecauseZipholeftto

assisthermotherwiththeparty.

HepassesDuduwalkingthroughtheshopand

shestops...

Dudu:Daniel,thankGodIbumpedintoyou.

Daniel:whatisit?

Dudu:canyoupleasegivemeZamani'snumber?

Dustinisbeingchildishaboutitandrefuses.

Daniel:whydon'tyougostraighttohim?You

knowwhereyoulefthim at,right?

Dudu:youarealsogoingtojudgeme?Outofall



peopleIthoughtyouwouldunderstand.

Daniel:whywouldI?Youmademybrother

mournforyou.Youbrokehim andnowyouare

backandgalavantingaroundasifeverythingis

normal.

Dudu:Iwilladviseyoutonotgetinvolvedinto

thisokay?YesImadeamistakeandIreally

regretit.

Daniel:doesn'tlooklikebutwhateveryousay

missy.Justkeepyourclawsoffmybrother.

Youdon'tlovehim,sticktowhatpaysyourbills.

Dudu:andifIdon't?Whatareyougoingtodo

aboutit?



Daniel:tryandfindout.

Dudu:(laughingproudly)I'm thegirlheloves,the

girlhewillalwaysdo.EvenifIcanwakeup

tomorrowanddecidetogiveusanothertry,he

willaccept.There'snothingyouoranyoneelse

candoaboutit.

Daniel:youclearlydon'tknowDustin.Youknow

theyoungguyyoubrokeandleftbehind.Buttell

youwhat,whydon'tyoutryit?Huh?

Tryitandwatchhim goandintroducehimself

toyourhusband.YouthinkDustinwillsettle

beingyoursideguy?Yougotanotherthing

coming.

DudulooksawayimmediatelyandDanielclick



histonguegoingtohiscar.Suchanarrogant

biatch!HetrustsDustintonottrythem withher.

ZIPHO

Sherunstothehouseandtelleveryonethatthe

securityfrom thefirstgatejustcalledtosaythe

girlsaredrivingin.

Sindi:okayeveryonehideandkeepquiet.

Theyalltaketheirpositionsandwaitin

anticipationofherarrivalwiththeirphonesin

handsreadytocapturethemoment.

Theycanhervoiceandlaughtersoloudasshe

opensthedoorandeveryonescreams.



"Surprise"

Shecovershermouthinshockastheystart

singingthehappybirthdaysongforher.Right

then,Slindileappearsbehindwithgiftsbags.

Vukani:Slindile,whatareyoudoinghere?

Slindile:it'smydaughter'sbirthday,therewas

nowayIwasgoingtomissit.Whoarethese

peopleinmyhouse?

Vukani:youmeanMYhouse?

Ziphosearchesforhermotherwithhereyes

andseesherexitingsilentlyanddecidesto



followheroutside.

Zipho:mama...Ma,wait!

Sindi:canyoudrivemeoutofhere?Pleasemy

child.

Ziphodoesn'taskmorequestionsbutheadsto

thecarwithhermother.Shestartshercarand

Vukanirunsuptothem.

Vukani:ZIPHO,pleasedon'tgo.Pleasegiveme

amomentwithyourmother.

Sindi:Zipho,drivethiscaroutofherethis

minute!



Tobecontinued...
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VUKANI

Aftertheconfrontationbetweenhim andhis

wife,herealizedthatSindiwasnolongerinthe

room andlefttolookforher.

Seeingthem drivingoffandherrefusingtotalk

scareshim.Hopefullyshedoesn'tthinkthathe

knewaboutthisbecausehedidn't.

Zipho:mother,Ireallythinkyouguysshouldtalk.

I'llbeinside.



ShegetsoffthecarandVukanioccupythe

driversseatandlooksather.

Vukani:mylove,whyareyouleaving?

Sindi:becauseIdon'tlikedramaVukani.I

figuredIshouldletyoudealwithyourex

withoutmeinthepicture.

Vukani:nobaby,youcannotlethergatcrash

theeventthatyouworkedsohardtobuildlike

that.

Please,comeinsideandlet'senjoythedayas

planned.



Sindi:maybeweshouldhavebookedaplacefor

thisbecauseyoutwomaybeseparatedbutthis

isherehouse.

Youspentyearswithherinthishousewithyour

childrenandoneofthem stilllivesheresoshe

hasarighttocomeinhere.

Ifanything,Iam theintruderheresoplease

allowmetogo.Idon'twantLungile'sbirthday

todayberuined.

Vukani:youleavingwillbewhatruinstheday.I

begyou,pleasestay.

Sindi:(sighs)fine,30minutes.



Vukanismilesandgetoutofthecartoopenthe

doorforher.TheylockZipho'scarandwalk

backinsidethehousehandinhand.

VukanicanfeelthatSindiisalittlebit

uncomfortablebuthedoesn'tletgoofherhand.

Themomenttheygetback,everyoneishelping

themselveswithsnacks,drinksandcakes.

Lungilerunsuptothem andthrowsherarms

aroundSindihuggingher.

Lungile:Iam toldyouaretheperson

responsiblebehindthisbeautyandmagic.

ThankyousomuchMa,Iloveit.

Sindisoftensupandhugsherback.



Sindi:Iam gladyouarehavingfun.Igotyoua

present.Comeletmegiveityou..

ShetakesherhandandtheyleaveVukani

smilingalone

Lungile:really?Apresentontopofeverything

thatyouhavedone?Wow!

SlindileapproachesVukani.

Slindile:Iam leaving.

Vukani:already?

Slindile:yes,noonerecognizethatIam here

andyourdaughterisgivingmeacoldshoulder



soIbetterleave.

Vukani:whatwereyouexpecting?Youlefther,

us.

Slindile:foravalidreasonVukani.Asaparent

youshouldshowunityandnotpoisonmychild

againstme.

Vukani:IneverpoisonedLungileagainstyou.

She'snotthatyoungandcanseparatefrom

what'srightandwrong.

Slindile:Iseethatyouhavealreadyreplacedme.

Whatadowngrade.

Vukani:(smiling)there'snothingyouaregoing



tosaythatwillchangehowIfeelabouther.

Sindiisarealafricanwoman,classyanddignity

kubuzwakuye.Wecan'tsaythesameabout

youwiththenumberofplasticsurgeriesyoudid.

Slindile:I'm goingtogo...

Vukani:okay.Andnevercomebackoratleast,

callandaskifyoucancome..thisisnotyour

houseanymore.Sendmygreetingstoourson.I

hopehegetsbetter.

DUDU

Shestopsthemusicwhenshehearsaknock

from thedoor.



Shepicksupthetowelwipingthesweatfrom

workingoutandheadstothedoor.Openingit,

shefindsZamaniinfrontofherdoor.Howdid

hegethere?

ThankGodGeorgeleftforCapetown.Howwas

shegoingtoexplainthis?

Dudu:urhm,hi.Pleasecomein.

Zamanifollowsherlookingaround.

Zamani:wordonthestreetssaysyouhave

beenlookingforme.Idecidedtosaveyou

petrolandcomeseeyou.

Dudu:ohthat'sgreatboyboy.Urhm wouldyou



likeanythingtodrink?

Zamani:I'm finefornow,thanks.

Godishergenesthatweak?Heisareplicaof

Dustinsosomuch!Evenhisvoice.

Dudu:okay.PhewIdon'tknowhowtodothis.

Urhm,howareyou?Howhaveyoubeen?

Zamani:I'm fine,howhaveyoubeen?Sinceyou

werenotdead?

Dudu:Iknowhowthathashurtyou.Wellthings

haven'tbeeneasy...

Zamani:isit?Doesn'tlooklike.Imeanlookat



yourhouse,yourringandfrom yourinstagram

page.Youarelivingitupwithyourkidsthatyou

love.

Dudu:Zamanithat'snottrue.

Zamani:whatistruethen?

Dudu:IloveyoutooandIseriouslywantto

correctmyways.

Zamani:youleftmewhenIwas5.I'm 21now.

Tellmehowareyougoingtofillthe16thyears

gap?

Dudu:Iwouldlikeustostartafresh.Getto

knoweachotheryouknow?Form thatamother



andsonbond.TrustmeZamaniitisnottoo

late.

Zamani:doesyourhusbandknowaboutme?

Dudu:no,hedoesn't.

Zamani:areyouwillingtotellhim?

Dudulooksdownplayingwithhernails..

Zamanigetsupchuckling

Zamani:comingherewasawaste.

Dudu:Zamaniwait...



Zamani:waitforwhat?Huh?Howdoyouplan

onhavingarelationshipwithmesecretlyhuh?

SoyouaretellingmethatIwon'tmeetandhave

arelationshipwithmybrothers?

Dudu:Zamanithisissueissocomplicated.

Zamani:I'm goingtouncomplicateitforyou:

pleaseremaindead,Iwillbefine,I'vebeenfine.

Hewalksoutofthedoorandshesighs.Howis

shegoingtodothis?Georgehaveaskedhera

numberoftimesbeforetheygotmarriedifshe

hadakidandshesaidno.

Shefurtherliedandsaidshehadamiscarriage

andthatwasthereasonwhytheydidn'thave

kidsimmediatelyaftermarrying.



Nowcomingtohim withthenewsthatshehas

suchanoldtallson,it'ssomethingelse.Isshe

readytoriskhermarriageandbreakthetrust

forarelationshipwithherson?

NOKUTHULA

Everyonehasleftfortheparty.Shedidn'twant

togobecauseshefeltlikeshewasgoingtobe

aburdentopeople.

Sheisaloneinherroom,burningimpepho

speakingtoherancestors.Latelyshe'susing

crutchesandlessofthewheelchair.Hopesof

walkingagainarehigh

Nokuthula:(clappingherhandsinhalingthe



smoke)myancestors.Youbroughtmeinto

thesepeople'slivestobethelightandguidance.

IbegofyoutopleaseshieldNtombifrom the

harm thatiscoming.Herkidsarestillyoung,

yesshedidmistakesbutcanshenotpaythem

withherlife?

Shecloseshereyesandagainseesherlyingin

apoolofherownblood.Shesighsdefeated.

Thisisit,thereisnothingshecandotoprevent

itfrom happening.It'sgoingtohappen,when

andwhere,it'ssomethingsheisnotsureof.

Aknockcomesfrom thefrontdoor.Shelistens

wonderingwhoisitbecauseeveryoneinthis

househasakey.



Theknockispersistent.Shestrugglestogetup

from thefloorbutfinallydoesandgoanswer

thedoor.Shecan'tbelievehereyes.

Nokuthula:Sphesihle!!

Sphe:mama,ngibuyile!(Mom,Iam back!)

Theyembraceeachotheronatighthug.Tears

ondisplay.

Nokuthula:ohmybaby.Pleasecomein.What

weretheydoingtoyou.Lookhowskinnyyou

are?Whendidyougetback?

Sphe:ItaggedalongZime'smom whocame

hereforherdaughter'sbirthday.Itoldthem I



havetogetsomeofmydocumentssincewe

leftunexpectedly.

Nokuthula:Sphesihleyoucannotgoback.

Sphe:Iam not.Iam leavingZime.Forgoodthis

time.

Nokuthula:Iam sohappytoseeyou.Whata

nicesurprise!Ican'tbelieveit!

Sphe:itfeelsgoodtobeback.Whereis

everyone?

Nokuthula:ohtheywenttoabirthdaypartyof

yourfatherinlaw'sdaughter.



Sphe:Idon'tunderstand...Why?

Nokuthula:SindiisdatingVukani..

Sphe:haibo!Whendidthishappen?

Nokuthula:fewweeksbackandtheylookgood

andhappytogether.Enoughaboutpeople's

business.Nowthatyouareback,whatisthe

plan?

Sphe:tofixeverythinganddowhatisexpected

ofme.

Nokuthula:won'tthiscrazymanofyoursfollow

youanddragyoubackwithhim?



Sphe:headmittedhimselfinanasylum.Ileft

him aletterexplainingwhyI'm leaving.Hecan't

comehereorescapebecausehisfatheris

goingtosendhim toprison.

Althoughhe'sgoingtoenduptherebutone

wrongmove,hemayspendtherestofhislife

there.

Nokuthula:welcomehomemydear.It'sgoing

tobealongbumpyroadbutIam heretoguide

you.

Sphe:thankyouMama.Howareyourlegs?

Nokuthula:Iam gettingbetter.SeenowIcan

walkabitbutIhavetotakeiteasybecauseI

getaseverepainwhenwalkingalot.



SINDI

Sheendedupenjoyingtheeventeventhough

shewasholdingherbreaththattheex-wife

doesn'tcausedrama

Seeingherleavemadeherrelaxandenjoythe

partysheplanned.Seeingthekidallsmileyand

excitedmadeherrealizethatshedidan

amazingjob.

SheremainedbehindasVukanibeggedherto.

LungileinsistedleavingwithZiningi.Theygot

alongimmediatelysincetheyarethesameage

group.Thinkingaboutwhattonightgoingto

bringgiveshergoosebumps.



It'sbeenlongsinceshehasbeeninanintimate

spacewithaman.Yeahthenaughtyexercise

withNtombididhelpreleasesometensionbut

wearetalkingaboutasixtallmanhere.

Everytimeheholdsher,shefeelsweak.He

walksinandstandsbehindher.

Vukani:it'sbeenalongday.Thewaterisready.

Come,let'sgotakeabath.

Hetakesherhandandclimbthestaircase

leadinghertohismasterbedroom.They

proceedtothebathroom,sheseesrosesonthe

floorandaroundthebathtub.

Scentedcandlesarelitonandasoftmusic

playingfrom thespeakersinstalledaround.



Sindi:wow,whendidyoupreparethis?

Vukani:whenyouwerebusysayinggoodbyeto

theguests.Iknowyoudon'tdrinkbutpleasedo

tonight,withme.

Hesayspouringchampagneontheglassand

givesittoher.Theytoaststoeachotherand

takesasip..

Sindi:wow,thistastesogood.

Vukani:I'm gladyoulikeit,there'smore.

Hegetsclosertoherandkissesher.Sindi

respondsslowlyandhetakestheglassaway



from herhandputtingitonthedrawernearby.

Heremoveshisgolft-shirtandremaintopless.

Hedoesn'thaveapotbellyneitherasixpackno.

Heisfitandsexywithsomeblackandgreyhair

onthechest.Hespotsthetattooofhiskidson

hischest,rightwherehisheartisat.

Sherunsherhandaroundit,softlybrushinghis

nipple.

Vukani:(whisperingaroundherneck)youhave

noideawhatyourtouchisdoingtome.

Sindi:youhavesuchabeautifultattoo

Sherespondssoftlyandtheyexchangekisses



nowfullyintoit.

Vukani:letmehelpyouwiththat.

Hesaysremovingherdressandshestands

withherunderwearsinfrontofhim.Hedrops

hispantstogetherwithhisboxersandhis

membersprangoutfreelystandingup.She

swallows.

Hishandsgoesbehindherbackandshefeels

him unhookingherbra.Hecuponeofher

breastinhisbighandplayingwithit,hislips

attachedtoherswhiletheotherhanddropher

pantiesandpartingherlegs.

Hetouchesherfoldsbrushinghercookieslips

gently.



Vukani:come.

Hesaysleadingherinsidethetub.She's

surprisedhowbigitit.Shesitsinfrontofhim,

herheadonhischestthefoam coveringtheir

bodies.

Vukani:youarecomfortable?

Heaskshandingherbacktheglasswithher

champagne.

Sindi:yes...

Vukani:that'sgood..



Shefeelshim plantingsoftwarm kissesonher

backwhilehishandsareonherfrontview

caressingherboobs.

Keepingcalm andstableprovestobedifficult

atthispointashiskissesignitessomething

betweenherlegs...

Shefeelshim movinghishandsalltheway

downtoherthighs,partingthem anddiphis

fingerin..shemoansashetookherbysurprise.

Hebiteshereargentlepullingupthebody

scrub.

Vukani:relax...Letmewashyourback...



Tobecontinued.

(Thenextchapterconsistoftheirremoved)
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CHAPTER68

(Notedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

VUKANI

"Doyoubelieveinlove?

Howcrazyitcouldbe

Babybabystop

Hmm takeiteasy

Whenyouleave



IswearIcan’tbreathe

Doyoureallycare?Baby

Nibaunkunda

Nkomeza

You’remyfantasy

Myonlydesire

Kugutekerezanijoro

Bitumantasinzira

Causeyoumakemefallinlove

Darling

Darling

Ifyoutouchmeonemoretime

Imightloosemymind

Babyit’stoomuch

Canwegoslowly?



CauseIcan’ttakeit

CauseIcan’ttakeit

CauseIcan’ttakeit

CauseIcan’ttakeit"

Thesongsplaysfrom hisselectedplaylistfor

thenightashecontinuespamperingSindiwith

specialtouchesonherbody.

Sindi:nicesongthere.Whosingsit?

Vukani:Meddy,from Burundi.

Sindi:Imustsayyourtasteinmusicisgreat.

Vukani:inmusiconly?



Sindi:(laughing)haibo,wearetalkingabout

thesonghere,aren'twe?

Vukani:weare.Ithinkweshouldgetoutofthis

waternow.Theyaregettingcold.

Sindi:ohno,Iwasreallyenjoyingthisposition

andit'swarm inhere.

Vukani:Ipromisemybedisevenmorewarmer.

TheygetupandSindialmostloosesastep.

Theybothlaughashecatchesherontime.

Vukani:arewegettingdrunk?



Sindi:nope,wearenot!

Helaughs,thebottleisemptyandthisisoneof

thestrongest.Shewrapsherbodywithatowel

whilehedrainsthetub.

Theywalkbacktohisbedroom andshethrows

herselfontopofthebedandquicklysitsup.

Vukaniisdeadwithlaughterfrom howshe

jumpedup.

Sindi:whooah,whyareyourblanketssohot?

Vukani:electricblanketsbaby.Ifiguredsince

thissideofthehouseiscoldIshouldswitch

them on



Sindi:ohokay.Ithinktheyarewarm enough

nowyoucanswitchitoff.

Vukani:okaybecauseIforeseedangerofyou

passingoutonme.

Sindi:who?ItoldyouIam notsleepy.

Vukani:(smiling)Ididn'tknowyoutalkthis

much.There'sabarinthishouse,pleasedrink

moreoften.

Shesmilelookingathim silentlycausinghim to

blush.Thestarsinhereyesawakensthingsin

hisbody



Vukani:whatisit,whyareyoulookingatme

likethat?

Sindi:(touchinghischest)Iam justthinkinghow

greatthisis.Imeanbeingherewithyouandall

ofit.HonestlyIneverthoughtIwouldbeinthis

position.Beinglovedbysuchahighprofile

respectedmanwhileIam justanobody

Vukani:babywhatareyoutalkingabout?You

arenotanobodybutapowerhouse.Eachand

everydayIaskmyselfhowdidIgetsolucky

becauseIfeellikeIdon'tdeserveyou.

Youraisedtwobeautifuldaughterssuccessfully

allbyyourself.Nowwomanthatisnotjustluck

butitisstrength.



Ineedyoubymysideandmyempire.Idon't

knowwhatishappilyeverafterbutthisright

here,feelslikeit.Iloveyou.

Hereyesaretearyandhekissesthem helping

hergetundertheblankets.Theyarecuddling

silentlylisteningtotheirheartscommunicating

toeachother.

Vukani:there'ssomethingIwanttodotonight,

sobadly...

Sindi:doyouhavework?

Vukani:youmaysayIdo...

Sindi:oh,whatisit?Doyouneedhelp?



Vukani:(smirking)Idefinitelyneedyourhelp.I

wanttomakelovetoyouthisnight.Whatdo

yousay?

SheInvoluntarilybitesherlowerlipblushing.

Sindi:okay...

Vukani:(pullinghercloser)okay?

Heaskssmashinghislipsintohersandshe

respondstoitbywrappingherhandsaround

him.

Hepushestheblanketstotheirfeetand

removesthetowelsfrom theirbodies...



REMOVED

SPHESIHLE

Shelooksatherselfinthemirrorwearing

nothingbutabraon.Shefeelshercheeks

burningupassheseeshowskinnysheis

Thepast3monthshaven'tbeenroseyforher.

Everydayshesecretlycriedandregretted

leavingherfamily.

Butstandingheretoday,sheisgratefulshedid

itbecauseshewantsnothingtodowithZime

anymore.



Thescarsfrom herribsandaroundherarms

shegotwhenhelandedherinhospitalarea

reminderwhysheshoulddobetter.

Herphoneringsandit'shismother.Shesighs

andpickitup.

Sphe:Ma...

Zime:Sphesihle,it'sme.

Herheartskipsabit,sheholddownherthroat

asshefeelslikeit'sgoingtocomeoutofher

mouth.

Sphe:Zime,didyougettheletter?



Zime:IdidandthatiswhyI'm calling.Baby

marawhy?Ithoughtweweremakingprogress?

Sphe:I'm sorryZimebutIcan'tbewithyou

anymore.Finallymyheartandmindisreleasing

youandacceptingthatyouarenotthemanfor

meandthere'snothingIcandotochangethat.

Pleasereleasemeaswell.Webothdeserves

healingandafreshstart.

Zimesighsheavilyandthere'ssomesilence

betweenthem.

Zime:IloveyouSphesihleandit'sforthat

reasonIam goingtoallowthisbreakupto

happen.Iam notokayandIknowthereisso

muchworktobedoneformetobeokay.



Icannottieyoudownwithmeandaskyouto

waitforme.Youdeservebetterandyourfuture

isbright.IjustfeellikeIam thatdarkspotina

whitet-shirt.

Thankyoufortryingandforchoosingmewhen

youdidn'thaveto.Ishallneverforgetthat.

Tearsstream downhercheekbone.It'sso

painfulrightnow.

Sphe:goodbyeZime,takecareofyourself.

Sheendsthecallwithoutwaitingforhis

responseandblockthenumber.Shesinkson

thefloorcryingonthepillow.



ZIPHO

SheIscatchingupwithherdaughterplaying

withheronthefloorwhenshehearsvoices.

Danielistalkingtosomeoneastheyarecoming

towheresheisandthevoicesoundsvery

familiar.

Shesitsupandwaitforthem.

Daniel:Baby,youwon'tbelievewhoishereto

seeus.

Hesayscomingintotheroom withSphebehind

her.Shegetsuponthefloorandrunstoher

andtheyshareatighthug.



Zipho:Sphesihle!!

Daniel:(pickingupAsante)I'm goingtogiveyou

guysspace.

Zipho:thanksbabe.Sphe,ohmyGodIcan't

believethisisyou.Pleasesitdown.Howare

you?

Sphe:(smilingwithtears)Iam alive,Iguess

that'senough.

Zipho:ohmntase.I'm sogratefulyoucame

backinoneinonepiece.Mostlyalive.Iwas

abouttomakelunch,comehelpmeout.



TheygotothekitchenandSphetellsherhowit

hasbeen.Zime'sepisodesandhissuicide

attempts.

Zipho:wereallyneedtothankGodforshielding

yourlifehey.Andforfinallybeingabletowalk

awayfrom him.

Sphe:myreasonforleavingwithhim could

havebeenfueledbyfearofbeingjudgedyou

know.

ImeanIneededtobewithhim enoughtoknow

thatIdon'tlovehim andnowIknowit.

EverytimeIlookatmyselfinthemirror,Ifeel

empty.



Zipho:youaregoingbounceback.Youarenow

home.Allisgoingtobewell.Sowheretofrom

here?

Sphe:mymom saidIneedtohaveacleansing

ceremonydoneandthenbeintroducedtomy

dad'sancestorsandhers.

Zipho:okay?

Sphe:yeahafterthattheprocesswillbegin.I

willstartmytraining.

Zipho:youaresuchastrongamazingwoman.I

knowthatyouaregoingtoconquerthisand

comebackevenmorestronger.



Sphe:thankyouforalwayshavingmybackand

supportmeevenwhenyoudidn'thaveto.

Mostlyforriskingyourlifetosaveminethat

time.

Ilistenedtoallyourvoicemessagesyouleftfor

meandIam sogratefultothelateMrXulufor

bringingustogether.

YouhavebecomemysisterandafriendIcan

trustandcounttoanytime.ThepeopleI

thoughtweremyfriendsarenowheretobe

seen.NotthatIblamethem but,Ijustwantto

saythankyouforeverything.

Zipho:anytimeandalways.

Theyshareanothertighthugandwipetheir



tears.

Sphe:so,Ihearthatyourmotherisdatingand

noneotherthanMrNtulihimself?

Zipho:heywena,ngithiloveslivethereSana.

EvennowmogirlisnotonlineonWhatsApp.

Herlastseenisyesterday.

Sphe:(laughing)Ithoughtmymotherwaslying.

HaiboZipho,howdidthishappen?

Zipho:yesisIalsodon'tknow.AllIknowisI

foundhim inmymother'sshoptheotherday

andmogirltoldmeastoryaboutthem meeting

upintheshops.



Sphe:iyooh!Ineverexpectedit.

Zipho:neitherdoI.Butshelookshappy.

Sphe:that'sallthatmatters.Shedeserveshim,

SlindileisthewitchthatruinedZime.

DUDU

ShehasbeenscrollingdownZamani's

instagram page.Hersonishandsomeandgirls

arefloodinghistimeline.

Shehaslostanumberofhowmanygirlshas

calledhim baby.Shegoestotheinboxesand

presstherecordoption.



Dudu:Zamani,it'sme.Ihavebeenthinking

aboutwhatyousaidthewholetimeandI

understandwhereyouarecomingfrom.

I'm sorryforevensuggestingadiscreet

relationshipwithyou.Iknowhowthatmight

havehurtyou,pleaseforgiveme...

Idon'twantyoutofeellikeIam choosingmy

husbandoveryou.No,Ijustwantedustotake

thingsslowlybutIpromise,I'm goingtotellhim

andtheboysaboutyou.I'm suretheyaregoing

toloveyou.

Please,ifyoucouldmakesometimeagainfor

ustomeetsoIcantellyoueverything.Iwill

appreciateit.Okbye



Shesendsthemessageandbreathoutrelieved.

Shegetsupfrom thechairtopourmorewine

whenshehearsGeorge'scarpullingup.

Momentslaterhewalksinandtheyhugsharing

kisses.

George:Iam soexhaustedandhungryhoney.I

needashowerandsomegoodmeal.

Dudu:Iam goingtowarm itupforyouloveand

thenwehavetotalk.

George:tonight?

Dudu:yes,it'simportant



George:okaythen.Seeyouinabit.

Dudugoestothekitchenandtakeoutplates

wipingthem.George'sphoneringfrom the

chargerandhetakesitout.

Dudu:babe,yourphoneisringing!

Sheshoutsathim andputitontopofthetable

assoonasit'sstopsringing.Amessage

notificationpopsup.It'saWhatsAppmessage

from anunsavednumbersendingpictures.

Curiositygetstohersheopensthemessage.

Thetextsreadslike"thepicturesofyouasked

ofyourdaughter.I'm sorryforthelateresponse



Iwasatwork.Justgothomenow"

Sheviewsthem andit'sthesamelittlegirlthat

wascryingforhim theotherday.Shefeelsher

armpitsitch.

George:babe,yousaidmyphonewasringing?

Dudu:whatisthisGeorge?

George:youreadmymessages?That's

invasionofprivacyyouknow?Inevertouch

yourphone!

Dudu:(throwingthephoneathim)invasionof

privacymyfoot!I'm yourwife!Didyoucheaton

me?



Georgelooksatwherethephonefelloffand

picksitup.Helooksatthecrackedscreenand

clenchhisjaws.

George:forgetaboutthefood,I'velostmy

appetite.

Hegoesbacktothebathroom andDudupaces

upanddown.

Dudu:itcan'tbe!Noways!

Hereturnsbackincleanclothesandgrabhis

carkeys.

Dudu:andwhereareyougoing?



George:out!!

Hebangsthedoorcausinghertojumpabit.

Dudu:nohedidn't!

Tobecontinued
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CHAPTER69

GEORGE

Afterleavinghishouse,hedrivesstraighttohis

friendandlawyerMike.



Mike:George,wespokefewminutesagoand

youdidn'tsayyouwerecoming.What'sup?

George:I'm sorryaboutthat.Ihadnoplansof

comingherebutmywifebrokemyphone.Do

youknowsomeonewhocanfixitasapforme?

Mike:there'ssomeoneIknow.Didyouguys

haveafight?

George:(sighs)amessagecamethroughand

shesawitthenlostit.Ntombisentpicturesof

mydaughter.

Mike:Itoldyouthatthiswasgoingtoblowup

onyourface.Youcan'thideyourchild



George:Iam notplanningto.Ijustneeded

sometimetotellher.RememberIcheatedso

shewon'ttakethiskind.

Mike:IknowmanbutIstronglyadvisethatyou

tellher.Especiallynowthatyouarechanging

yourwilltoincludeyourbabygirl.

George:Ineedtomakesurethatallmykidsare

coveredshouldanythinghappentome.

Mike:that'sawisemovethere.ListenIwasin

themiddleofsomethingwiththewifesoI'll

havesomeonefixyourphone..

Comegetitlatertomorrowfrom work.



Georg:thankyou,sorryagainfortheintrusion

atthistime.

Theysaytheirgoodbyesandhedrivesout.

Debatingwithhisthoughtswhetherheshould

gotohishouseortoNtombi.

HefinallydecidestodriveatNtombi'shoping

thatsheisnotsleeping.Tohisluck,sheisthe

oneansweringtheintercom andopensforher.

Shelookslikesomeonewhoisabouttotakea

bath.Shehasafacemaskonandwearinga

gown.

Ntombi:youaremakingitahabittocomehere

unannounced.



George:I'm sorryIjustfoundmyselfdriving

here.

Ntombi:wellyourdaughterissleepingandI

havetotakeabathnow.

George:Iunderstand.NtombiIwanttospend

timewithmydaughter...Andyou.

Ntombi:youaremarried,haveyouforgotten

aboutthat?

George:noIhaven'tbut..I'vealwayswanted

you.Alwayslovedyou.Thatmomentofwhich

resultedinthebirthofMbaliwasnotamistake

atall.



Hegetsclosertoherandgrabherbythewaist.

George:I'm gladIseizedtheopportunity

becausenowwehaveabeautifuldaughter.

Ntombi:(whispering)George,thisiswrong.You

aremarried.

George:tellmeyoudon'twantmeandIwill

leaveyoualone.

Ntombi:weshouldn'tbedoingthis...

Georgeshuthermouthupandkissesherhis

handsremovingtherobe.



Ntombi:there'skidswhocanwalkonus

anytime.

George:let'sgotoyourbedroom then...

SINDI

Theyspentthewholemorninglazingaroundin

bedafterafullnightofpassion.Thismanis

definitelynotactinghisageatall.

Nowit'stheafternoonandshewantstogo.He

hasbeenstealingfewhourstoworkandcome

backtoher.

Sindi:Iam readytogo.



Shesaysstandinginfrontofhim.Heputsthe

laptopaside,takingoffhisglassesandpatthe

seatnexttohim.

Vukani:baby,youcan'tleave.

Sindi:aiboVukani,I'm notgoingtoplayhouse

withyou.Imissmykidsandgranddaughter

minamanje.

Vukani:Ifigured,thatiswhyIinvitedallofthem

fordinnertonight.Ithinkit'stimeweofficially

tellthatwearetogether.

IlovespendingtimewithyouandIthinkitwill

beniceifweallbeafamilyandliveinoneroof.



Sindi:whenyousayoneroof,youmeanthis

roof?

Vukani:yes,it'sbigenoughforallofusevenour

extendedfamilies

Sindi:it'snotaboutthesizeofthehouseVukani.

Thiscanneverbemyhouse.Youlivedherefor

yearswithyourwifeandkids.

This,willforeverbeherhouse.SoI'm sorry,I

cannotmoveinheremina.Iwillgoassistyour

helpaboutpreparingdinnerthen.

DUDU

Shedidn'tsleepawinklastnightandGeorge



didn'tcomehome.Thismanisseriously

provokingher..

Sheiswaitingforhim bythestaircaseasshe

hearshiscardrivingin.Hewalksinlooking

unbotheredandshechuckles.

Dudu:so,wesleepoutnowafteranargument?

George:Iwantedtogiveyouspacetocalm

down.

Dudu:youwenttoherright?

George:no,IwenttoMikewhohelpedmefix

myphonethatyoubroke.



Dudu:George,thischildislessthanayear.That

meansyoucheatedonme?

George:IknowhowbadthatsoundsandI'm

notevengoingtostandheretotellyoulies

aboutwhyithappened.

ItwasamomentofweaknesswhereIfound

myselfalonewithmycrush.

Dudu:wow!Sowhat'sgoingonhappennow

ngalevezandlebelakho?

George:Iwantmykidstoknoweachotherand

spendtimetogether

Dudu:thatisnotgoingtohappen!Youarenot



bringingthatthingintomyhouseornearmy

kids!

George:sowhatdoyouwantmetodo?

Abandonmydaughterthesamewayyou

abandonedyourson?

Dudu'sfacefeelshotimmediately.Whatdidhe

justsay?

Dudu:what?

George:youhonestlythinkIdidn'tknow?You

thoughtIdidn'thaveyoucheckedout?

Shebecomesspeechless.Herheartbeating

faster.Ifheknewit'smeanshehasbeen



planningtoleaveher.

George:youcan'ttalknow?

Dudu:Iwasgoingtotellyou!

George:when?Youhad14yearstodosobut

youfailed!

Okaywaitwait..thatmeansherecently

discoveredthat.Buthow?

Dudu:Iwaswaitingfortherighttime.Howdid

youevenknowaboutthis?

George:Isthatallyoucareabout?Butsinceyou

seem forgetful,letmeremindyouthatwhen



youwerecapturedtheyputtrackerinyou.

Wheniboughtyou,Iwasgiventhatcode.I

neverfelttheneedtouseituntilrecently.

Nononono!Thisisnothappening.

George:webothscrewedeachotherinthe

mosthorrificway.Youliedtomewith

somethingsobig,Icheatedonyouandababy

wasconceived.Youcheatedbackwithyour

babydaddyandIalsodidthesame.

Ithinkit'sbestwedivorces.Youaregoingto

keepthishouseandtheonebackthere.In

termsofbusinesses...



Dudu:George!!Stop!Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Divorceforwhat?

George:youhaven'tbeenlisteningtomethis

wholetime?

Shelooksathim blanklyandhewalkpasther

andsheremovetheweavefrom herhead.

Herphoneringsandsheanswerstryingto

soundcalm.

Dudu:hello?

Zamani:hi,it'sZamani.Youleftyournumberon

myinbox.



Dudu:ohboyboy.Hi.

Zamani:IlistenedtoyourmessageandIwould

liketogiveyouachance.

Dudu:great.Thankyou.Urhm,boy.Doyou

knowwhereIcanbuyagun?

Zamani:what?

Dudu:noforprotection.YesterdayIalmostgot

hijackedandIam stilltraumatized.

Zamani:can'tyourhusbandorganisethatfor

you?

Dudu:hecanbutheisgoingtooveractandall.



Youknowwhatbaby,don'tmindIasked.When

canwemeet?

Zamani:wellifyouseriousIcanaskmydadto

givemeaplug...

Dudu:justdon'tmentionmynamebecause

yourfatherhatesme.

Ifyoufree,let'smeetupforlunchatyour

favouriterestaurantandwecancatchup.

Zamani:okay,I'llsendyoumylocation.

Dudu:thanksbaby.Thisreallymeansalotto

me.



VUKANI'SHOUSE

TheyareallatVukani'shousewhereheinvited

them fordinner.ZiphotaggedSphealongwho

tookalotofconvincingtoagreetocome.

Theyaregatheredaroundthebigroundtable

eatingandchattinghappily.It'sfeelslikeabig

familyreunion.

VukaniafterhavingaseriouschatwithSindi

aboutgoingonforward,theydecidedthatthey

aregoingtoregistertheirmarriageathome

affairsandhaveasmallcelebrationwithfamily.

Ntombi,Nokuthula,Ziningi,Junior,sthembiso

arealsohere.



Vukani:family,Iaddressyouassuchbecause

weareallfamilyhere.Inawayoneofusis

relatedtoanother.

Thankyouforjoiningustonight.Iam also

seeingSphesihleamongstus.Welcomeback

homendodakazi.

Sphe:thankyoubabuNtuli.

Vukani:Withoutwaistingmoretime,Iwantto

officiallyannounceourrelationshiptoyouguys.

Andtoinform youthatwearegettingmarried.

Weareold,wecan'tbevisitingeachotherlike

girlfriendandboyfriendnomore.



Linguli:areyouguysgoingtohaveawedding?

WillIbeabridesmaid?

Sindi:(smiling)no,wewon'thaveawedding.We

willjustsignandhaveacelebrationwithyou

guysjustasweare.

Yanga:wow,I'm sohappyforyoumama.

Congratulationstobothofyouguys.

Vukani:thankyouYanga.Iwantallmychildren

underoneroofsowewillbesoonhouse

huntingforabiggerhouse.

TheyallcheerhappilyandNtombi'sphonering.

Shegetsupfrom thetableandgototheother

room toanswer.



Shereturnsbacktothetableandpickherbag

up.

Nokuthula:whereareyougoing?

Ntombi:tothehouse,Ijustgotinformedthat

there'saburstpipeandwateriseverywhere.

Nokuthula:(frowning)ohreally?Letmecome

withyou.

Ntombi:no,don'tbesilly.Stayandenjoy.I'llbe

backquickly.Ijustneedtoopenupforthe

maintenancepeopleandiwillbeback...

Sherushesoutleavingthem inthetableand

Sphenudgeshermotherwithherelbow.



Sphe:everythingokay?

Nokuthula:Ihopeso.Pleaseeat,yourweight

worriesmeandyoucan'tgototraininglikethis.

Sphe:okayI'lleat...

Tobecontinued.
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CHAPTER70

DUDU

ShearrivesattherestaurantZamanipickedand



hepullsachairforher.Suchagentleman.

Dustinraisedhim well.

Zamani:Ihonestlydidn'tthinkyouweregoing

tocome.

Dudu:I'm sorryforthedelay.Myhouseisa

mess.

Zamani:it'sokay,youareherenow.That'sall

thatmatters.

Dudu:youaresosweet.Howareyoudoing?

Zamani:I'm good,can'treallycomplain.How

aboutyourself?I'm sureyouareabitshaken

afterthehijackattempt...



Dudu:hijackattempt?Ohmxm yeahwell.I'm

justgratefultohavebeenabletodriveaway

whentheytriedtostopme.

Zamani:SouthAfricaisnotsafe,especiallyfor

women.

Dudu:true.Anywaysenoughaboutme.Tellme

aboutyou.Whatdoyoudo?Anygirlfriend?Am I

agrandma?

Zamani:(laughing)what?No!WellIam doing

mylastyearatvarsity.Busywithmylastexams.

Dudu:ohwow.Howarethey?



Zamani:theyarecomingalright.Abitdifficult

butit'snothingnew.I'm leftwithtwonow.And

there'snogirlfriendorgrandchildfornow

Dudu:mhmm,didn'tlooklikethatfrom your

instagram page..

Zamani:noways!Youwentthroughmytimeline?

Dudu:couldn'thelpit.

Zamani:youjustremindedmetolockmy

timeline.Wellthosearejustgirlswhoarethirsty.

Dudu:ohwow!Yousoundlikeabadboy.I'm

worriedaboutwhatyouaregoingtoteachyour

brothers



Zamani:I'vechanged..Iswear.

Dudusmilesandaccepttheirfood.Thisis

comingwell,infactmoregreaterthanshe

expected.

Zamani:so,haveyoudecidedwhenyouare

goingtotellyourfamilyaboutme?I'm notbeing

pushybutthoseboyslooksreallycool.Iwould

liketoknowthem.

Dudu:Ihavetoldmyhusbandthismorning.

Zamani:and?Howdidhetakeit?

Dudu:hewantsadivorce.



Zamani:ohno!

Dudu:no,no.It'snotaboutyou.Ipromise.

Zamani:forreal?

Dudu:yeah,ourmarriagewasjustbuiltfrom

liesfrom wordgo.Hecheatedonmeandhasa

baby.

Zamani:doyoulovehim?

Dudu:loveisrelevantandnotanimportant

factortome.Ilovethathegavemefreedom,

protectionandahomeformeandmykids.



Hetakescareofmeineveryaspectsandmake

sureIam comfortable.

Zamani:soundslikeagreatman.

Dudu:thatiswhyIwon'tbeabletoletthatgo.I

am goingtotryandfightformymarriage.

Zamani:Ihopeyousucceed.

Dudu:thankyoubaby.IreallymeantitwhenI

saidIwantustostartonacleanslate.

Zamani:it'sgoingtotaketimebutIbelieveit's

goingtohappen.

Dudusmilesandbrushhishand.Shetakesa



sipfrom herdrinkwhileZamanicomesback

withapieceofpaperfrom hispockets.

Zamani:Imanagedtogettheinformationfrom

myfatheraboutthegun.Thisisthepersonthat

canhelpyougetit.

Dudu:(smiling)ohnohunIdon'tthinkthatwill

benecessaryanymore.IguessIoveracted.

Zamani:yousure?

Dudu:definitely.

Zamanitakesthepaperandthrowitonthebin

nearbyandgetsup.



Zamani:Iam goingtotakeapiss.Iwillbeback.

Dudu:Iwillberighthere.

Themomenthe'soutofsightshegrabher

phoneandcopythenumbersfrom thepaper

anddialthem...

Dudu:hi,canwemeet?Sayinanhourorso.I'll

textyouthelocation.Sharp.

ZamanicomesbackandDuduputsherphone

facedown.

Dudu:boy,IfiguredthatyouarestudyingIT

right?



Zamani:yesIam..

Dudu:doyouknowanythingaboutchipsand

trackingdevicesputsinsideahumanbeing?

Zamani:that'smyspecialityandit'svery

expensive..whydoyouask?

Dudu:whenIwaskidnapped,Ihadachip

installedinme.Ineedittoberemoved.Canyou

helpwiththat?

Zamani:wherewasitplanted?

Dudu:thetopofmyleftarm.

Zamani:okay,we'llcheckhowfarisitinyour



body.Butwe'llneedadoctortoassist.

Dudu:don'tworryaboutthat.Aslongasitis

takenoutofmybody.I'llbehappy.

NTOMBI

Afteropeningupforthemaintenanceguys,she

drivesoutgoingbacktothepartybutreceivesa

callfrom George.

Ntombi:George,Iam driving.

George:IneedtoseeyouNtombi.

Ntombi:noyoucannot.IhavesomewhereI

needtobe.



George:okay,atleastlistentomethen.

Ntombipullsupbythesideoftheroadandpark

hercar.

Ntombi:Iam listening.

George:IhavetoldmywifeaboutMbali.

Ntombi:what?

George:actuallysheconfrontedmeaboutit

afterseeingthepicturesyousent.Ithen

admittedtoit.



Ntombi:ohno.Thisdoesn'tsoundgood.

George:no,don'tpanick.Iam happythatnow

everythingisoutintheopenandthere'sno

secretsleft.

NowwecanbefamilyandIcangettobond

withher.

Ntombi:familynjaniGeorgebecauseyouare

married?

George:Iam leavingher,foryou.

Ntombi:no,pleasedon'tdothat.

George:don'tfightitNtombi.It'shappening,you



feltitIfeltit.Lastnightwasmagical.Iwantto

thatfortherestofmyremaininglife.

Ntombi:whataboutyourwife?

George:don'tworryabouther.Ourmarriagewas

amarriageofconvenienceandIwillmakesure

thatsheandthekidsarewelltakencareoff.

Ntombi:Idon'tknowGeorge.Canwetalkabout

thislater?Ineedtogetbacktoothers.

George:okaylove,we'lltalklater.

Shesighsandendsthecall..shefinds

Sphesihle'smissedcallsanddecidetocallher

back.



Ntombi:Sphe?

Sphe:mom,whereareyou?

Ntombi:onmywayback,why?

Sphe:oh,nothing.Hurrybackwemissyou.

Ntombi:Iam almosttherebaby.

Shestartsthecarandcontinuewiththedrive

andpassbythegarage.Sheremembersthat

shehastofilluphertanknowbecause

tomorrowshe'sgoingtoworkearly.



OntheoppositesheseesabeautifulBWM i8

parkedthere.She'sneverbeenafanofsports

carsbutthisonehereisabomb.

Shepicksupherwalletandgetoffthecarto

getsomewaterwhenthiswomanintentionally

bumpsintoher.

Herkeysfallonthegroundandshepicksthem

uphandingthem toher.Shelooksfamiliar,

wheredoessheknowsherfrom?

Dudu:watchwhereyouaregoingto.

Ntombi:thanks.DoIknowyou?IswearI've

seenyousomewhere.



Dudu:(chuckling)forsomeonewhosleepswith

people'shusbandyouhaveaveryshort

memory.Apieceofadvice,Georgeisn'tworthit,

okay?

Wemayhaveproblemsinourmarriagebut

trustme,youreallydon'twanttoaddonthem.

HerskinshiversimmediatelyandDudusmirks

goingtohercarstartingitanddrivesoff.

Ntombifeelsheatedupallofasuddenandgets

insidehercar.Sheisprettybutlooks

dangerous.Shesaidthosewordssmilingbut

theysoundedverycold.

ShetextsSphelettingherknowthatsheisnot

comingbacktothepartyanddecidetodrive



backhome.

SPHE

SheshowsthemessagetoNokuthulaandshe

insiststhattheyleaveimmediately.

SphegetsupandgotoSindiandsaysher

goodbyescollectingMbali,Sthembisoand

Junior.

Sphe:Ziningi,awordplease.

Ziningistopsandlookather.

Sphe:eversinceIgotback,wehaven'tsaida

wordtoeachother.Iknowyouarestillmadat



meandIunderstand.

IjustwantyoutoknowthatIam sorry.I'm sorry

fornotbeingtherolemodeltoyouandfor

puttingallyourlivesindangerlikethat

IpromisetodobetterandIaskthatyougive

meachancetoknowyouandbeyourbigger

sister.Please.

Ziningi:Idon'thateyou.Ijusthatedhowyou

chosethatmanovereveryone

ButIunderstandandIam happythatyouhave

camebacktoyoursense.Isecretlyprayedfor

yoursafetyeverynight.



IforgiveyouandIalsoapologizeforbeingtoo

judgementaltowardsthesituation.Iwouldlove

forustobesisters.

Sphe:(huggingher)thankyou.Iam drivingmom

home,areyoucoming?

Ziningi:IpromisedLungitostay.I'llcome

tomorrowmorning.

Sphe:it'sokay.Youguysbehaveyourselves

okay?Don'tbotherelders.

Ziningi:wewillbehave,Ipromise.

Sheleavewiththekidstothecaranddrives

away.



Nokuthula:youknowIam worriedabout

Ntombi.

Sphe:why?Issheindanger?

Nokuthula:yes,unfortunatelyIcan'tspeakwith

thekidsinherebutlet'sgohomeI'lltellyou

aboutit.

Sphehitstheacceleratorandthecarmoves

faster.Innotimetheyarriveandfindher

drinkingwine.

Sphe:areyouokay?

SheaskssittingdownnexttoherwithMbali.



Ntombi:Iam fine.(Smiling)it'ssobeautifulto

seethatyouandMbalistillhavethatbond.

Sphe:(playingwithherlittlehands)rememberat

sometimeshewasoncemybaby.From when

yougotdischargedIbecamehermother

becauseyouwereonthemattress.

Ntombi:wehavecomesofarhaven'twe?Are

youokaythough?

Sphe:Iam finema.IreallyIam.

Ntombi:Ihopeyouaretellingthetruth,you

knowIwillforeverbeyourmotherandyoucan

alwaystalktomeanytime.



Sphe:IknowandIam reallygratefulthatyou

raisedme.YouknowIam feelingguiltyand

regretsabortingmybaby.

YesIwasangryforZimetotrickmeintoitbut

now.IkeepwonderinghowitwouldbeifIwas

pregnantandthatmybabywasinnocent

despitetherelationshipwiththefather.

Ntombi:ohSphesihle.Alothappenedmydear

andIhonestlythinkyouneedacounselling

beforeyouembarkthistrainingjourney.

It'sgoingtobeokay.Youjustneedtoforgive

yourselfandwalkwithyourheadhelduphigh.

GEORGE



Heleavehisbedroom aftertalkingtohissons

from thevideocalltothekitchen.

HefindsDudustaringatanemptyspace

holdingaglassofwineandplayingwithkeyson

herhand.

George:whosekeysarethose?

Dudu:oh,Zamani's,heforgotthem atthetable.

George:yourson?

Dudu:yes,Iwenttoseehim today.



Georgepullsachairandsitsnexttoherwhile

Duduputsthekeysonherpockets.

George:howdidthatonego?

Dudu:betterthanIexpected.

George:that'sgoodtohear.

Dudu:(holdinghishand)I'm sorryfornottelling

youabouthim.Ihavenoexcusetolieabout

him andkeephim from you.

George:Iam alsosorryforgoingoutsideour

marriageandcheatsonyou.Iknowit'snoteasy

butIcan'tabandonmydaughter.



Dudu:andIdon'twantyouto.Love,isittoolate

togiveourmarriageanotherchance?

Hekeepsquitelookingather,hisphone

vibratesfrom thepockets.It'sNtombi.Hesaid

hewasgoingtocallaroundthistime..he

discardthecall.

George:no,Idon'tthinkit'stoolate.Just

promisemethatthere'snoothersecretyouare

keepingfrom me?

Dudu:IsweartoGodthere'snone.

George:Andyourbabydaddy?

Dudu:there'snothingthere.Whathappened



wasamomentofweakness.Andyouandyour

babymama?

George:Iwashurtandangrywithalltheselies

andsecretsthatIwantedtopayrevenge.Iam

sorry.

Dudu:itshouldnothappenagainGeorge.

Shepushesherchairbackandjumpintohislap

hugginghim tightly.Hewrapshisarmsaround

herwaist.

George:itwon't,let'sgotobed...

Tobecontinued.
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CHAPTER71

(Notedited)

GEORGE

Helooksathersleepingpeacefullynexttohim

andsighsrubbingtheringonhisfinger.

It'struethatshebetrayedhim bigtimeandhe

keepswonderingifshecanhidesuchan

importantfactfrom him thislong,whatelseis

shecapableofkeepingawayfrom him?

Asmuchastwistedthissituationis,heisno

saint.Hecheatedonhiswifeandmadeababy

outside.Bothofthem screwedeachotherup.



Thefactremains,heloveshiswife.From the

daysheusedtobeherclient.Hedidn'tsaveher

becauseofthesex,yesitbombbuthe

genuinelylikedherandthoughtthatshe

deservedbetter.

Itisthatreasonheworkedveryhardtomake

surethatshedoesn'tlackanything.Whenshe

agreedtogivehim achild,hewasoverthe

moon.Evenmoreexcitedwhentheylearned

thatit'stwins.

Hisfamilyisnotwaynearperfectbuttheyare

family.It'stheimperfectionsthatmakesthem

perfect.

Heloveshisdaughter,somuch.Sheisso



perfectandthemostgorgeousgiftever.He

likeshermothertoobutnotenoughtoleavehis

wife,sonsfor.

Hemighthaveoveractedearlierandsaidthings

thatnowaregoingtobeimpossibletobetaken

back.HehopesandpraythatNtombi

understandandreasonlikeanadulttoa

peacefulco-parentingschedule.

Hewon'trushitfornowbecauseit'sstillnew

butassoonasthewifeiscomfortablewiththe

idea,hewouldlovetohaveallthekidsunder

oneroof,Zamaniincludedifhewouldallowthat.

Hereachesforhisphoneandunlockit.His

wallpaperandlockscreenarepicturesofhim

withhiswifeandkids.



HetextsNtombiandinformsherthatheis

goingtocomeseehersothattheycantalkand

logoutofWhatsApp.

Heturnsaroundandcuddlewithduduwho

shiftsopeninghereyes.

Dudu:goodmorning,whattimeisit?

George:stillearly,it's7.

Dudu:Ineedtogetup.Ihaveanappointment

withthedoctortoremovethechiponmyarm.

George:oh,whattimeisit?

Dudu:at11,why?



George:youwouldn'tmindmecomingwith?

Justforsupport.

Dudu:(smilingkissinghislips)that'ssweetbaby

butIwillmanage.MysonwillbethereandI'm

goingoutwithhim afterthat.

George:okaythen.YouknowIwasthinkingthat

wehavetotelloursonswiththeadditional

membersofourfamily.

Dudu:yeah,butwecan'tdoitoverthephone.

Wehavetoinvitethem overhereandtellthem

inperson.

George:Iguesswe'llwaitforschoolholidays

then.



SPHE

SheisplayingwithAsanteontopofthetable.

Babygirlwantstotrytostandupat5months,

suchambition!

Ziphoappearswithherbagandbaby'sbags

readytogo.Theyareallpreparingfortheir

motherweddingcelebration.

Zipho:allgood,I'm readytogo.

Sphe:thankGodyouaredone.Ialmostsenta

searchpartyforyou.

Zipho:aw,why?It'snotlikemadam wasgiving



youproblemsmoes.

Sphe:noshewasn'tbutIam justbeing

skepticalabouthereincaseDustinshowsup

youknow.

Zipho:(smiling)youstillhaveshotsforhim

aren'tyou?

Sphe:it'snotthat.Iam justnotreadytoseehim.

Especiallylookinglikehis.GodIevencutmy

hair.I'm sureIlooklikemyfatherinhell,

althoughIdon'tknowhim.

Ziphoburstsoutlaughingandtheyleavethe

househeadingtoSphe'scarsincetheyare

usingonecar.



JustasZiphoopensthegate,Daniel'scar

drivesinandparksnexttothem.Sphelooks

from themirrorandseesDustingettingout

from thepassengerside

Zipho:ohoh..lookslikewearetoolate.

Shebreathsouttryingtoremaincalm asthey

bothapproachthecar.

Dustin:aremyeyesnotdeceivingme?

Sphesihle?

Sphe:Dustin.

Dustin:Ithoughttheywerelyingwhentheysaid

youareback.Comeoutnowandgivemeahug.



What'swrongwiththisgirl.

Sheforcesherselftosmileandgetsoutofthe

cartohughim.Somethingabouthishugthat

makesherwanttocrysobad.

Itkindareassureherthateverythingisgoingto

bealrightandthatit'sallgoodnow.

Dustin:it'ssogoodtoseeyou.Welcomeback.

Sphe:(wipinghertears)thankyou.It'sreally

meansalothearingthatfrom you.

Dustin:whenyouhavetime,textmesowecan

talkandcatchup.That'sifyouarecoolwithit.

Asafriend.



Heinsiststhelastpartcausinghertosmilea

bit.

Sphe:ofcourse,friend.IwilltextyouwhenI'm

free.Ihavetogonow.Ourmothersarewaiting

forus.

Dustin:Iwillbewaitingthen.

Shegetsinsideandreverseshercaroutofthe

Nyathihousehold.

Zipho:thatwasn'tbad.

Sphe:(smiling)notbadatall...



NTOMBI

SheisaccompanyingSinditogobuysome

stuffforthecelebrationoftheunionintown.

Nokuthulahasgoneforherappointment'sand

thekidsareatschool.Sheisaloneatthe

momentandGeorgeisontheway.

Sheiswearingoneofthemostsexydresses

thatrevealsherbody.Sheisgoingbacktoher

originalweightnow.Allthepostpartum bodyis

gone.

Hecallsannouncingthatheisatthegateand

sheopensforhim waitinganxiouslyforhim

insidethehouse.



Sheisexcitedandnervoustoseehim.Shecan't

getridofthepassionatenighttheybothshared

adayago.

Heisright,sheneedstostopfightingitand

allowsittohappen.Mbalineedsbothher

parents.Ashiswife,sheisgoingtobestrong.

It'slife,suchhappens.

George:hey.

Ntombi:hey,wecangotomybedroom.

George:thatwon'tbenecessary.Iam not

stayinglong.

Heisbehavingweird.Evenwhenshehugged



him hewasjustcold,asifhewantstopushher

awayfrom him.

Ntombi:okay,Ithoughtyouweregoingtobe

excitedtoseeme.

George:Iam.DoyouhaveMbali'sdocuments

thatIaskedfor?

Ntombi:yes,letmejustgetthem.

Sherushestoherbedroom andcomebackwith

herbirthcertificateandeverythingherequired.

George:thankyou.Iam goingtoputheronmy

will,trustandotherbenefitsthatshedeserves

asmydaughter.



Ntombi:that'sverysweetofyou.She'ssoluck

tohaveyouasafather.

George:(smiling)Iam theblessedonetobeher

fatheractually.Iwannadomorethanjusta

financialsecuritytoshowthat.

Ntombi:Ihopeyourwifewon'thaveaproblem

aboutit.Especiallynowthatyouaredivorcing

her...

George:aboutthat,wearenotdivorcing

anymore.

Acoldairpassesbyherfaceandshefeelsher

throatgettingdryinstantbutforcesherselfto

talk.



Ntombi:Ithoughtyousaid...

George:Iknow,wedecidedtogiveourmarriage

anotherchance.Afterthinkinghardanddeep,I

figuredIcan'trobmysonsanimageofgrowing

upinahomeoftwolovingparents.

Ntombi:soinotherwordsyouaregoingtostay

forkids?

George:didyoumissthepartwhereIsaid

"lovingparents"?

Shethoughtshedidn'thearitcorrectlybuthim

repeatingit,shefindsherselfnothavingan

comebacktoit.



George:Iwouldliketobelievethatyou

understandthis.Icannotjustupandleavemy

wife.Ihopethisdecisionwon'thindermy

relationshipwithmydaughter?

Ntombi:sowhat?Youjustcamehereandslept

withmeonlytogobacktoyourwife?

George:youalsowantedit,youallowedit.

Didn'tyou?Whyareyounowactinglikeavictim?

Wearebothadultshere,mostlyimportant,

parentstoabeautifullittlegirl.Let'skeepitlike

that.Andplease,donotcallmeunlessit'san

emergencyconcerningMbali.

Iwillemailyoubackeverythingoncemylawyer



isdonewithit.Haveagreatday.

HewalksoutofthedoorandNtombifindsthe

couchandsitsdownfeelingherworldspinning

around.

Shehearsalaughter,thatisfamiliartoher

husbandandquicklygetsupfrom thecouch

lookingaround.

SheisbroughttolifewhenSindishoutsfrom

thekitchen.

Sindi:heymfazi,Iwalkinwhenthiswhiteman

wasleaving.Youalright?

Ntombi:sitdownSindi.I'm notfineatall.



Sindi:haibo,whatisit?

Ntombi:thatwasMbali'afather.

Sindi:Ifigured...

Ntombi:youwon'tbelievewhathetoldme.

Sindi:what?

Ntombi:hejusttoldmeheisnotleavinghis

wifeanymore.

Sindi:wait,wereyouexpectinghim to?



Ntombi:thatiswhathesaid!

Sindi:andyouwerecoolwithit?

Ntombi:whywouldn'tI?HeisMbali'sfatherand

Nokuthulaprophesiedaboutusbeinghappy

together.

Sindi:(shakingherheadIndisbelief)Icannot

believeyourightnow!JustwhenIthinkyou

havechanged,youaregoingbacktoit?

Soeverytimeyoubuildahome,youhaveto

breaksomeoneelse'sfirst?

Ntombi:(rollinghereyes)it'snotlikeIam the

onegoingafterthesemen,theycometome!



WhatcanIsay,maybeIwasblessedwiththem

Sindi:noyouweren'tblessedbutcursed!You

needtotellyourfriendtocleanseyousis.

Letmetellyousomething,youseewhatever

prophesyyouthinkshetoldyou,it'snonsense!

ThereisnowayGodcanblessyouwith

someone'selse'shusband.Idon'tcarewhat

yousayorhowyoujustifyit.

JustbecauseIallowedandforgaveit,that

doesn'tmeanwhatyoudidwasright.Becareful

ofbitingmorethanyoucanchew!

Oneofthesedaysyouaregoingtopaythe

priceforyouractions.Yesit'saman's

responsibilitytorespecthismarriageandwife



butyouarealsoatfaultforhelpinghim break

hishomeknowingly!

Youcannotgoaroundbreakingpeople'shomes

andmakingfamiliescryandexpectahappy

endingtoit.

Youwanttorepeatwhatyoudidwithmetothe

samewoman?Awunazonahintloni?Aiman,

growuporelseyouaregoingtoleavethese

kidsasorphans!

Sheswallowshardfeelingherwordshittingher

hard.SpheandZiphowalksinlaughingand

theystopimmediatelylookingatthem.

Sphe:iseverythingokayinhere?



Tobecontinued
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CHAPTER72

SINDI

Shegetsuplookingatthegirlsandbackat

Ntombi.

Sindi:allisgood,yourmotherandIwerejust

havingachat.Wecangobeforetheyclose

there.

Ntombi:youladiescancontinuewithoutme.I

don'tthinkIam goingtobeagreatcompany.



Sindidoesn'tevenactsurprisedbythis.She

headstothedoor,SpheandZiphofollowsher.

Sheisnotgoingtobegherjustbecauseshe

doesn'twanttobetoldtruth.Themistakeshe

didwastoforgiveherandregardherasafriend.

Nowthatsheprovesthatoldhabitsdiehard,

sheneedstowatchhercarefully.Whoknows,

shemighttrytoseduceVukanithisone.

Shehavebeendoingsowellalltheseyears

withoutfriends,herdaughteristheonlyperson

shetalksandsharedeepstuffwith.

Thatworkedperfectlyforher,sheneedsto

sticktoitotherthanenforcingfriendships.But

thenifshedecidestowakeupfrom whatever



sheissmoking,sheisstillgoingtoaccepther

inherlife.

DUDU

Zamanidrivesinwithherandhelpherinside

thehouse.

Zamani:areyougoingtobefine?

Dudu:comeonZamani,thisisasmall

operation.Iam goingtobeokay.Thanksfor

comingwithmebaba.Itrulyappreciateit.

Zamani:it'smypleasure,anythingjusttospend

timewithyou.



Shesmilessittingup.

Dudu:wewanttotellthetwinsaboutyousowe

arearrangingthattheycomethissideduring

schoolholidays.

I'm sureyouwillbedonewithwritingbythen,

theny'allcanmeet.

Zamani:thatwillbesocool,wow.Ithoughtyou

werejustmessingwithmewhenyousaidyou

havetoldyourhusband.

Dudu:Iwasn't...Ireallywantarelationshipwith

youZamani.Iknowit'sbeensuchalongtime

apartbutaslongaswearetryingandwilling.



Zamani:I'm happytohearthat.Whatdidyour

hubbysay?Areyouguysstilldivorcing?

Dudu:nowearen't.Wehavedecidedtogive

eachotheranotherchance.Imeanmarriages

arenotperfect,theyrequireworktoactually

work.

Zamani:Ihearyou.CanIaskyousomething?

Dudu:yesboyyoucan..

Zamani:isthereapossibilityofyouanddad

gettingbacktogether?

Dudu:no,none,zerobaba.Whydoyouask?



Zamani:becausedadspentmosthislife

holdingontoyouandtheloveyoubothshared.

Dudu:Ibelievethathehasfoundclosurenow.I

am goingtoinviteyoutodinneroneofthese

days.

Zamani:Iwouldlovethat.Ihavetogonow.I

havetoattendthisminicelebrationatafriend's

place.

Dudu:it'sokaylove...Iwilltalktoyoulater.I

needtolaydownabit.

Zamanismilesandgetupleaving.Herphone

ringsandit'sanunsavednumber.



Dudu:hello?

Voice:hello,thatmerchandiseisnowreadyfor

collection.

Dudu:ohreally?Thatwasfast.

Voice:ItoldyouI'm aprofessional.Sowhenare

wedoingtheexchange?

Dudu:urhm,Idon'tthinkIneeditanymore.

Voice:womanyouarefullofjokesneh?

Dudu:I'm sorrytowasteyourtimebutIthink

thematteriscoolnow.



Voice:andifit'srisesagain?

Dudu:thenI'llcontactyou.FornowIdon'tneed

it.Bye.

Shethrowsthephoneonherlegsandliewith

herbackcarefulenoughthatshe'snothurting

herself.

NOKUTHULA

ThevenueVukaniandSindichoseisbeautiful.

Thedecorisperfect,thefoodmouthwatering.

Thecarsdrivesinhootingandtheinvited

guestsstartsululatingandsinging.



It'sSindi'sclosefamilymembers,friends,

Vukani'ssideofthefamilyandhiscolleagues.

Asmuchastheysaidtheywantedsomething

small,thenumberofguestsseemstoexceed

100.

ShealsospotstheNyathimenamongstthe

guests.Ntombiappearsbyhersideholdinga

glassofwine.Shehasbeenawkwardlysilent.

Nokuthula:areyoualright?

Ntombi:who?Me?I'm good!It'ssucha

beautifulday,isn't?

Nokuthula:indeeditis.Youcannotmissthe

lovethesetwoshares.Imeanlookathow

everythingturnedoutsobeautiful.



Ntombi:she'slucky,Iwonderhowitfeelsliketo

havepeoplecelebratingyourlove,wearthat

matchingoutfitswithyourmanandbehappy..

allIdidwasjustsignandmovedinwiththe

man.

Shesayswithabreakingvoicesittingdown..

thegroom andbridewalkstotheirtable,they

decidedtoweartraditionaloutfits.Sindi's

daughter'sareherbridesmaids.

Nokuthula:areyoualright?

Ntombi:I'm fine...Justthiswinemakingmea

bitemotional.Ihavebeenmeaningtoaskyou

something.



Nokuthula:yeah?

Ntombi:(whispering)doyouhavelike...Urhm,

korobela(loveportion)?

Nokuthula:what?NtombiIam notawitch!

Ntombi:(giggling)ofcourse.Iwasjustpulling

yourleg.

Nokuthula:noyouweren't.Butthisisnotthe

timeorplace.Wearegoingtofinishthis

conversationlater...

*

*

*



Dustinistakingawalkaroundthevenuewith

Sphe.Shelooksbeautifulandthedressshe's

wearingfitsherperfectly.Sheisfillinghim up

abouthernexttask.

Dustin:sohowlongareyougoingtogofoyour

training?

Sphe:Idon'tknow,but6monthsmaximum

becauseI'm notgoingtopractice.

Dustin:ohk?

Sphe:yeah,it'soneofthosesituationswhere

onethwasabecausetheyhavetofixanerror

thathappenedinthepast.Andthefactthat

bothmyparentsaresangomas.



Dustin:well,Ibelieveyouaregoingtobefine.

Gothereanddowhatyouhavetodo.We'llsee

youwhenyoucomeback.

Sphe:thanksDust,really.Fornotjudgingme

andforbeingkind.

Dustin:Ibelievethatlifehasbeenunkind

enoughtoyousothere'snoneedtoaddtoit.

Zamaniwalksuptothem andgreets.Sphe

excusesherself.

Dustin:son,Isawyougettingallcosywith

Zipho'ssister.



Zamani:(laughing)aibobaba,weweren'tcosy.

Dustin:whatwereyoudoingthen?

Zamani:justtalking.Isthatmynewstepmom?

Dustin:uyaphaphakonje!(Youaresoforward)

don'tyouknowSphesihleanymore?

Zamani:(laughing)whyareyoupressed?Iam

justjokinghawu.

Dustin:youhaven'ttoldmeaboutthemeetings

youhavebeenhavingwithyourmother.Areyou

twogettingalong?

Zamani:it'sreallynotthatbaddad.She'seven



planningonintroducingmetoherotherchildren

andhusband.

Dustin:howdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Zamani:I'm excited,Iam lookingforwardto

knowthem andbeabigbrother.

Dustin:(wrappinghisarm aroundhisshoulder)

aslongasyouarehappy,I'm happy.

*

*

*

Acircleofrichpoliticalmenisgatheredaround

thetablewheretheyarecongratulatingVukani



forhisluck.Heexcuseshimselffrom thegroup

andgoestotheothersidewhereDanielis

talkingtoZipho.Sheimmediatelyleavesthem

whenVukaniappearsandgoesbacktoher

mother.

Vukani:Nyathi...

Daniel:Mphemba...

Vukani:yousmoke?

Daniel:yes.

Vukani:let'stakeawalk...

Heoffershim oneofthecigarsandtheyheads



towardsthegarden.

Daniel:beautifulwedding,congratulations.

Vukani:thanksforcoming,whowouldhave

thoughtthatonedaywe'llbefamily?

Daniel:noone,fatehasacrazywayofuniting

peopletogether.

Vukani:indeeditis.NowasafathertoZipho,I

am goingtoaskyouwhenareyoudoingthe

rightthing?Youimpregnatedherandyoutwo

arepracticallylivingtogether.

Daniel:(laughing)alreadystepfathering?

Well,thequestionyoushouldaskiswhenis



yourdaughteracceptingmyproposalbecauseI

askedhertomarrymelongago.

Vukani:oh,isit?Ididn'tknow.

Daniel:thenmaybeyouhavetositdownwith

yourdaughterandhaveaconversationwithher.

Vukani:Iwill...

Rightthenhisphonering,it'sthesecurityfrom

thegateinforminghim thatthere'sanuninvited

guestatthegate.Everyonegetsinwithan

invitation.

Daniel:everythingalright?



Vukani:let'sgotothegate.Thereseemstobe

somesortofacommotion.

Thetwomentakeawalktothegateandhe

seesZime'scarparkedoutside.Hegetsout,

lookingcleananddifferent.Whendidhegetout

oftheasylum?

Vukani:Zime?

Zime:(smirking)intheflesh,there'snowayI

wasgoingtomissmyfather'sweddingday.

AlthoughIwasn'tinvited.

Vukani:howwasIsupposetoinviteyouwhile

youwereatthehospital?Ijustinformedyour

mothersothaty'allknow.



Zime:well,it'sallgood.Iam herenow.Canyou

tellthesepeopletoletmein?I'm yourson!!

Tobecontinued....
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VUKANI

Danielaskstobeexcusedashegoesbackto

theguests.HeknowswhatDanielisprobably

thinking,heisalsothinkingaboutittoo.

Vukani:lethim in.



Hesaystothesecurityandtheyopenforhim.

Hedriveshiscarfurtherinsideandfinda

parking.

Zime:Icantellthatyouareworriedbuti

promisethaticameinpeace.Iwon'tcauseany

drama.Notonyourspecialday.

Vukani:itrustyou.Whereisyourmother?

Zime:inhernewhouse.Wegotbacktwodays

agobutiwassortingoutfewthings.

Vukani:thingslike?

Zime:rememberaboutourlastconversation?I

am preparedtocomecleantomyex'sfamily



andfaceeveryconsequencethatcomeswithit.

Ijustwantedtocomespendthelastfewdays

ofmyfreedom withyou.

Vukani:idon'tknowwhattosaybutthankyou

forcoming,itrulyappreciateyourpresence.

Zime:itistheleasticandofather.

Vukani:comemeettheguestsandletmeproper

introduceyoutomywife.

TheywalkbackinsideandthoseknowsZime

onastrangepersonallevel,cringewhenthey

seehim.



Sindi:(smiling)sogoodthatyoumanagedto

joinustodayZime.Howareyoudoing?

Zime:iam alsogladimanagedtocome.I'm

good,imustsayyoulookgood.

Sindi:thankyou.Please,feelathomeand

mingle.Youarewelcome.

HenodsandexcuseshimselfrunningtoLungile

whoisalsorunningtowardshim forahug.

SindiholdsVukanibyhisarm brushingit.

VUKANI:youaresuchaphenomenalwoman.

I'm notluckyiam blessed.



Sindi:thefeelingismutuallove.Youlookabit

stressed,whatisit?

Vukani:ijustcan'thelpbutworryaboutmy

son'sfuture.Iwanthim topayforwhathedid

butatthesametimemyheartisheavy.

Sindi:iunderstandthatverywell,itspartofbeing

aparent.Butsometimeswehavetoallow

naturetotakeitscourse.Inthiscaseheis

determinedtodotherightthingandyoucannot

standinhisway

Allyoucandoisprayforhim andaskGodto

takecontrolofthissituation.

Vukani:(kissingherhand)ishouldhavemarried

youfirst.Pleasedancewithme...



SPHESIHLE

SheiswithZipho,DanielandDustin.Allofthem

havetheireyesonZime.Helooksreally

differentandhasgainedsomuchcomplexion.

Thefewmonthshespenttherereallydidgood

tohim.

Daniel:Ihopethetroublesomesonwon'tcause

anydramatoday.

Dustin:minangizomshayanje,anginalanga

lonke!Ufunanivelelana(iam goingtobeathim,

idon'thavethewholeday,whatishedoing

here)



Sphe:don'tyoudarecausedramaonMam

Sindi'sday.Helooksfineandibelieveheis

heretosupporthisfather.Sohehaseveryright

tobehere.

Asifhecanhearthem,hemakeshisway

towardsthem andgreets.onlytheladies

returnshisgreetings.

Zime:Zipho,ican'tbelievethatwearenow

goingtobehalfsiblings.

Zipho:howunfortunate,butwhatcanwesay?

Zime:iknowourlastencounterwasn'tso

pleasantandinevergotachancetoapologize

forit.Iam reallysorryforeverything.



Ihopeone-daywewillbeabletoputitbehind

usandstartover.

Zipho:ihopesotoo.It'sokay,iam overwhat

happened.

Zime:(toDaniel)youscoredyourselfagem.

Sphesihlecanwetalk?

DustinattempttosaysomethingbutDaniel

stopshim.

Sphe:itsokayguys,iwillbefine.

Theyleavethem totalkgoingtotheotherside

ofthehallwheretheycanwatchthem incase



hedoessomethingtoher.

Zime:youlookbeautiful.

Sphe:thanks,youlookgoodtoo.Whendidyou

cameout?

Zime:Monday,iam cleanSphe.Istillcannot

believeitthatnowicansaythatiam fine

withoutpretendingtobe.

Iam actuallyfine,atpeaceandcalm.Thisisthe

kindoffeelingiwanttomaintainfrom nowon.

Sphe:iam happyforyou.Indeedyoulook

peacefulofwhichisrefreshing.



Zime:thankyou.Wespokealotmeandyou

anditsstillfeelslikeweshould...

Sphe:nowedon't.Ibelievethatwehavesaid

everythingweneedtosaytoeachotherandits

enough.

Zime:okaythen.Iguessthisisaproper

goodbye?

Sphe:itis.Allthebestwitheverything.

Zime:youtoo.Ahugmaybe?

Heopenshisarmsandreluctantlysojoinsin

andhugshim back.Theystayoneachother's

armswithoutsayingnothingforamoment.



Sphe:okay,iguessiwillgolookfortheothers...

Shepullsawayfrom thehugandgoesbackto

others.

FEW DAYSLATER

ThereisasmallceremonyforSphesihlebefore

sheleavesforherjourney.Herbrotherissetto

fetchherandleavewithherandNokuthula.

Ntombi:erhNokuthula,amomentplease.

Afterthewedding,theydidn'ttalkmuch

becauseNtombihavebeenavoidingher



Nokuthula:yebosis?

Ntombi:iwasthinkingthatafterthisceremony

maybeyouguyscanfindyourownplace.

ThatcomesasshocktoNokuthulabutshe

remainscalm.Shesawthisonecoming.

Nokuthula:okaysis.Iwillbeoutofyourhouse

assoonastomorrowmorning.

Ntombi:great,iam goingtogotoworknow.

Makesurethatyourpeopledon'tbreakanything

andtheyleavemyhouseclean.

Shetakeshercarkeysandwalkaway.Right

thenSphecomesoutoftheroom readytobegin



theprocess.

Sphe:iseverythingokay?

Nokuthula:yeah,allisgood.

Sphe:youcannotfoolmemother.

Nokuthula:afteryourceremonyimightfind

myselfbackinthatplace...

Sphe:why?Whathappenedtostayinghere?

Shedoesn'tsayanythingandSphepicksitup.

Sphe:sheiskickingyouout?



Nokuthula:notlikethatbaby,ourarrangements

wastemporary...

Sphe:shecouldhavewaitedabit.Sheisdoing

itagain.(Sighs)youcanuseapartment.You

andZiningicanoccupymyroom andSthecan

usetheotherroom.

Nokuthula:ohthankyoubaby,iwasthinkingof

movingtoSindi'soldplacesinceherandthe

girlsmovedwithVukani.

Sphe:andhowareyougoingtopayrentforit

becausethatplaceisexpensive?Pleaseuse

mineuntilicomeback.

IwillleaveyouwithsomecashandasksZipho



toassistwherenecessaryuntilicomeback

theniwillpayher.

Nokuthula:ok,enoughaboutthechat,letsgo.

Yourbrotherandothersarehere.

DUDU

Sheiscleaningthehouse.Hermoodis

rejuvenated.HerrelationshipwithZamaniis

goingwell.Tonightsheishostinghim for

dinner.

Shereallyhopesandpraythathim andGeorge

getsalong.Knowingherhusbandandhowcool

Zamaniis,sheknowsthatitwontbetoo

difficulttoachievethat.



SheneedstosendDustinamessagetothank

him forraisingtheirsonsowell.There'snothing

shecancomplainabout,althoughshewouldn't

beabletoeveniftherewassomething.

keysdropsdownfrom thecupboardwhereshe

hidthem.Shepicksthem upandlookatthem.

ItsNtombi'skeystoherhouse.Shepicked

them upthedaytheybumpedintoeachotherat

thegarage.

Shehasnouseforthem now,herhusbandis

fullybackintomakingthingsworkandNtombi

seemstobekeepingherdistance.

Shethrowsthem onthetrashbinandcontinue

withhercleaning.



NTOMBI

Sheisviewingstatutesfrom Sphe'sceremony.

Peopleseem tobehavingfunandall.

SheswipesnextandlandtoGeorge'swherehe

postedhispicturethathetookwithMbali

yesterday.Thetwoarebondingsowell.

Hecametothehouseandcollectedhersaying

hewantstospendsomequalitytimewithher.

SheknewthatDuduwasthereandthatthought

alonedriveshermad.

Shedoesn'tunderstandthisthingofplaying

happyfamilieswithsomeone'skids.Whenshe

wasstillmarriedtoMelusi,shekepther



distancefrom hiskids.

HowGeorgesuddenlychangedfrom his

promisesstressesher.Hewasveryconvinced

thathewasleavinghiswife.

Thenighttheyspenttogetherwasso

passionate.Shedidntwantanyofthisto

happenbuthebeggedhertosoftenupher

heart

ThisisallNokuthula'sfault.Shesoldher

dreamswithherprophecyandnowshehas

fallendeepfortheman.Thisiswhyshewants

hergone.

Shesighsandputsherphoneasideand

continuesortingoutthemedicationwhenshe



comesacrosstheseotherpills.

Shequicklygrabsherphoneandgooglethem

forverificationofuse.Shesmilesaloneatthe

results.Twodropsofthesecapsules,hewont

beabletoresisther.

Shequicklyhidesthem insideherpocketsand

sendsatextinvitingGeorgeovertonightfora

talk.Shemakesitsoundsveryurgentandhe

agreesbuttellsherthathewillleaveearlysince

hiswifehasotherplans.

Ntombi:(talkingalone)otherplansmyfoot!You

aresleepingatmyplacetonight.Nokuthulaand

herratsneedstoleavetoday!!

Tobecontinued
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YANGA

Sheisbusyviewingandzoomingonpictures

from yesterday'sceremonyofSphesihle.

Sheisonepersonwhoneverthoughtshewould

enjoyanythinglikethat,especiallybeingraised

byaChristianmother.

ZiphowalksincarryingAsanteandputheron

thetable.Yangaputsherphoneasideand

attendstoherniecewhoisveryhandfulnow.



Shegrabsandeatseverythingherlittlehands

touches.NowsheispullingYanga'sbraids.

Zipho:youhavebeenstaringonthatphoneever

sinceyouwokeup.Whatisit?

Yanga:nothingmuch,iwaslookingatthe

picturesfrom yesterday.Wherearetherents?

Zipho:wentout,apparentlyZimeisfacingthe

girl'sfamilythatheaccidentallykilledasthey

say.

Yanga:ohmyGod,iwonderhow'sthatgoingto

outlike.

Zipho:Zimeisnotmyfavoritepersonbuthis



fatherisreallycool.Helovesandmakeour

motherhappy,tookusinashiskids.

Ireallyfeelforhim honestly.Noparent

deservestogothroughsuchbecauseoftheir

child.

Yanga:yeahhey,he'sreallycool.Imeanthis

wholearrangementisnewbutmakesitmore

comfortable.

Zipho:Iknowwhatyoumean,twoparentsin

onehouse.It'sbeautiful,somethingigenuinely

wantsformydaughter.

Yanga:(smiling)wait,areyousayingwhatithink

youaresayingrightnow?



Zipho:(smiling)maybe.Imeanmyladyis

settledandhappynow.Icannowrelaxandlook

outforme.

Yanga:(ululating)alililili!Abouttime!

Zipho:hahahayeahwell,iwastalkingtoMcebo

lastnightandhetoldmetheyfoundaperfect

surrogatetocarrytheirchild.

Yanga:peoplearereallylevellingupandiloveto

seeit.Iam reallyhappyforhim.

Zipho:samehere...andwhat'shappening

betweenyouandZamani?

Yanga:nothing,wearefriends,talkdailyandhis



attentionandenergyisfocusedonhismother.

Theyarebondingwell.

Zipho:that'sgood,shemustfocusonherson

becauseiam silentlyprayingforDustinand

Sphetogetbacktogether.

Yanga:speakingaboutSphe,beautiful

ceremonyshehadhey.

Zipho:indeeditwas...althoughNtombialmost

ruineditbykickingthem out.

Yanga:thatone,ialwaysknewshewasawitch

andnevertrustedheronebit.

Zipho:ialsotoleratedherbecauseofour



motherwhobefriendedher.

Yanga:isitmeorSphe'sbrotheriscute?Like

reallyhandsome?

Ziphostopswhatsheisdoingandlooksat

Yanga.

Zipho:areyouhavingacrushonMakhosi?

Yanga:imean,he'shot...

Zipho:(shakingthedummy)amen!Bakubiza

okhambeniwena

Yangakeepsquite.Heseemslikeavery

powerfulsangoma,arespectedoneatthat.



Insteadofthatscaringher,shefindsherself

moreinterestedinhim.

Heishandsomeandinteresting.Shedidn't

sleepbusyreplayingthevideoswherehewas

dancingandsinging.Lordhavemercy!!

NTOMBI

Everythingisset,sheputsonlavendersinher

housetogetridofwhateversmellthat

remainedbehindaftertheceremonytheyhad

duringtheday.

Nokuthuladidn'tasksomanyquestionsbutleft

assheinstructedherviasms.Asmuchasshe

doesn'twanttoadmitit,thehouseisemptyand

shemissesher.



JuniorissoattachedtoSthembisothathecried

toleavewiththem.Sheagreedbecausethat

willallowhertohavemoreprivacy.

ShejustfinishedspikingthedrinkforGeorge

usingthosecapsulesandputMbalitosleep.

Lookingatherselffrom themirror,sheexhales

thinkingabouthowtonightisgoingtobe.

Afterthis,herandGeorgearegoingtobefamily

andraisetheirdaughtertogether.Sheisyoung

anddeservestoberaisedbybothherparents.

Sheslowlytakeoffherringandfeelherfinger

emptyandcold.Shekissesitplacingitonher

heartastearsstreamsdownherface.



Ntombi:it'stimefornewbeginnings.Mayyour

soulcontinuetorestinpeacebabaJunior.Iam

sorryforcheatingonyou.

Iteatsmeupeverydaythatweneverspoke

aboutandtoldyouhowsorryiam.Youdidnt

deservetodieangry.

Youweregoodtomeandmychildren,helped

metoraiseSphesihleasourownandyougave

meabeautifulbabyboy.

Asmuchasiwillforeverloveyou,itistimeto

moveon.Ihopeyouunderstandsandgoingto

supportmeonthis.

HerphoneringsanditsGeorge.Sheputsthe



ringintheboxofherearringsandanswers

whileapplyingpowderonherface.

Ntombi:hello?

George:pleaseopenupforme.Iam here.

Ntombi:okay.

Thecallendsandshegoesbacktothekitchen

andopensupthegateforhim.

Shewatchesfrom thewindowashedrivesin

andsighs.

Ntombi:(talkingtoherself)apointofno

return,itsnowornever.



Momentslaterheknocksonthedoorandshe

opensupforhim.

George:goodevening,wow,youlookgood.

Okay!Todayheisnoticingtheeffort?That's

great!

Ntombi:thankyou,pleasecomein.Wouldyou

likeanythingtodrink?

George:waterwillbefine,ican'tgethome

drunk.

Justassheexpected!Shetakesoutthestill

waterinabottleandpoursitintheglass.



Ntombi:so,howwasyourday?Hereisyour

water.

George:(drinkinghalftheglass)thankyou.Well

mydaywasnotsobadbutbusy.Howwas

yours?Areyougoingsomewhere?

Ntombi:(sittingnexttohim onthecouch)no,

I'm notgoinganywhere.Idedicatedthisnight

justforus.

George:oh?Wherearethepeopleyoulivewith?

Ntombi:theymovedout.It'smeandmy

daughterhere.



George:Isee.Whatisitthatyouwantedusto

talkaboutthatyoucouldn'tsayoverthephone?

Thepillstakesabout5-10minutestokickin.

Shemovesherhandsonhisthighs.

Ntombi:Iwantedtotalkaboutawayforward

from here.Iunderstandthatyouarenolonger

divorcingyourwifeandall.

Itkindamakessensesinceyouguyshavebeen

togetherforsolong.Howlonghasitbeenagain?

George:14yearstogether...

Ntombi:ohwow...that'sreallylong.Anyways,i

wanttocreateacomfortableenvironmentfor



Mbaliyouknow.Iwouldloveforhertogrowup

withbothparentspresentonherlife

George:thatiswhatiwantforheraswell.Iam

committedtoraiseherandhavethatfatherand

daughterrelationship.

Ntombi:great,itswhatshedeserves.Soiwas

thinkingthatyouspendmoretimehereoreven

better,moveinwithus..

George(frowning)Iam notfollowing.Movein

withyouhow?

Ntombi:Imeanthere'senoughspaceforthe4

ofushere.You,me,juniorandMbali..yourkids

arewelcometocometoo.



George:(shakinghishead)thismustbeajoke.

Areyoualright?Whathaveyoubeensmoking?

Rightthenthebabymonitorgoesoff..

Ntombi:urhm,ithinkshe'sup.Couldyouplease

checkherforme?

Hegetsupwithoutsayingawordsodoes

Ntombi.Shefetches4pillsandcrushthem in

thewatershakingitup.

Ntombi:(speakingsoftly)whyisthisthingnot

working?

Heshouldbeneedyasfucvkandtouchingher

allovernotthis.Hecomesbackandsitsdown.



George:Ithinkshewasjusthavingadream.I

gaveherabottleandshe'sbacktohersleep.

Ntombi:(smiling)youaresogoodwithher.

Hepicksuptheglassandgulpdownthe

remainingwaterup.

George:Itry,agirl'sfirstloveisherfather.I

needtogo.Canweconcludethisbysayingiam

notgettingbackwithyouorcheatingonmy

wifeagain?

Ntombi:but....

George:nobuts.Don'tmakethisharderorelse



iam goingtobeforcedtoapplyforfullcustody

ofmydaughter.

Sheswallowshardatthepossibilityofthat

skinnywomanraisingherdaughter.Hepicks

hiskeysupandattempttoleavebutfallsback

onthecouch.

Ntombi:whatisit?

Sheasksseeinghim holdontohisheart.

George:Idon'tknow,myheartisbeatingupso

fast.

Shetoucheshisface,heishot.Herheartstarts

beatingfasterinfearashermindregisterwhat



ishappening.Itcannotbe.

Ntombi:okaytrytositupstraightandbreathe..

George:Ican't.Whathaveyoudonetome?Are

youtryingtokillme?

Ntombi:what?No!Iwas..iwanted...ohmy

goodnesswhathaveidone?

Georgegroansinpainasheholdshisstomach

crushingonthefloor.Hecoughsnonstop

sweating.Ntombiisnowwalkingbarefoot

givinghim clearwater.

Itdoesn'thelpinsteadGeorgecoughsblood.



Ntombi:ohmygoodnes!Georgepleasedontdie

onme!Okay,okay..I'm goingtocallforan

ambulance.

Sherunstoherbedroom tofetchherphoneso

shecancalltheambulance.

DUDU

Thewholediningarealooksgreatandsheis

readyfortonight.Shelooksatthetimefrom

herwatchandsighsdialingGeorge.

Hisphoneringsunanswereduntilitsendsher

tovoicemail.

Dudu:honey,whereareyou?Zamaniisonhis



wayandyoushouldbeherealready.Please

hurryhomeokay?Wearethehostssoyoucan't

belate.Pleaselove.

Sheputsherphonedownandpoursherself

somewineblockingthethoughtsthatsuggests

GeorgemightbewithNtombi.

Dudu:(shakingherhead)nohewouldn't.He

knowshowimportanttonightissohewont

standmeupforthatwoman.Thatwouldbe

crazy.

Zamanitextsthatheisoutside.Sheopensfor

him andtriesGeorgeagain.

Dudu:George,pickyourphone!Youarenow

freakingmeoutanddrivingmemad.Justtext



meatleast.

SheopensthedoorforZamaniandtheyhug.

Dudu:goshyouaresotall!

Zamani:(giggling)soareyou.Howareyou?

Dudu:I'm fine,pleasecomeonin.

Zamani:thankyou.Ohwow,thislooksgreat.

Dudu:(smiling)I'm gladyoulikeit.Myhusband

isrunninglatesopleasemakeyourself

comfortable.Wouldyoulikeanythingtodrink?



Zamani:whatcanyouofferme?

Dudu:urhm letssee,water,juice,coffeeand...

Zamani:(laughing)mom geez,areyouserious?

Dudu:yes,I'm yourparentsoiwon'tgiveyou

alcohol.

Zamani:okaythen,juiceshouldbefine.

Dudu:I'm kiddingbaby,serveyourselftosome

wine.

Zamani:finallyshecomesbacktohersenses!



Dudu:Icanstillchangemymindsobecarefulof

whatyousay.

Zamanigigglesandsipsonthewine

Zamani:Iam notgoodonwinesbutthisis

somegoodstuff.

Dudu:myhusbandonlybuysthebest.

Zamani:yousureyouareokay?Youhavebeen

checkingyourphonequiteoften.

Dudu:I'm sorryi...

Herphoneringsanditsalandlinenumberthat

truecalleridentifiesasahospital.Herheart



skipsabit

Dudu:excuseme.Hello?Yesiam hiswife.I'm

sorryyousaidwhathappenedtomyhusband?

When?Where?

Tobecontinued
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DUDU



Herhusbandisinhospitalandhewasbrought

inbyawomaninacriticalcondition.Sheis

goingtodealwiththewomanfactorlater,for

nowsheneedstomakesureifheisokay.

Shegetsoffherchairasifsomethingisburning

herass.Zamanilooksatherwithaconcern.

Zamani:whatisit?

Dudu:urhm,ineedtogettothehospital,my

husbandwasadmitted.

Zamani:ohno,isheokay?

Dudu:IdontknowZamanibutihonestlyhope

heis.Icannotloosehim,notnow.



Zamani:youwontloosehim,calm down.Iam

goingtodriveyouthere.

Dudu:(wipinghertears)thanksbaby,letme

changeintosomethingcomfortableandwewill

go.

Sherushestoherbedroom andchangeinto

trackpantsandcomfortablesneakers.

Dudu:wecango.

Zamani:thatwasfast,Iguesswomendelayon

purpose.Youguyscanbequickwhenyouwant

to.



Dudu:(smiling)thisisanemergency.

Zamanihitstheacceleratoranddrivestothe

addresstheyaregiven.

Dudurunsinsidetotheadminandenquire

aboutthewardnumberherhusbandisin.She

findsNtombipacingupanddownoutsidewith

herbloodiedhands

Sheexhalesjusttostaycalm andapproaches

her.

Dudu:hi,whathappened?

Ntombi:wewerechillinghavingfunandthenext

thinghestartedcoughingblood.



Dudu:youwerechillingwithmyhusband?

Ntombi:pleasedontstartwithyourinsecurities.

Georgeismydaughter'sfather.Onewayorthe

other,weareexpectedtobeinplace

Duduwantstoslapthestupidityshejust

vomitedrightnowbutremembersthatshecan't

doanythingthatwilllendherinprisonandgives

thiswitchachancetogetwhatshewants.

Rightthenthedoctorcomesoutoftheroom

andcallsGeorge'sname.

Dudu:I'm here.



Doctor:areyoufamily?

Dudu:Iam hiswife.

Ntombi:Ibroughthim in.

Doctor:I'm sorryma'am butiam goingtoneed

toaddressthefamilyfirst.

Ntombiscoffsandwalksawayfrom them.

Dudu:doctor,whatiswrongwithmyhusband?

Doctor:Hehadanoverdose.

Dudu:what?



Doctor:doeshehaveaheartproblem?We

suspectthathehadanallergyreactionfrom

whateverhedrank.

Wearegoingtodomoreteststofindoutwhat

kindofdrugwasitandtakeitfrom there.

Dudu:myhusbandwillneveroverdose.Please

dothosetestsquicklybecauseiam suspecting

poisoninghere.

Doctor:ifthatisthecasetheniwilladviseyou

andyourhusbandtoopenacaseagainstthat

person

Dudu:trustmewewill.Ishegoingtobealright?



Doctor:hewillbefine,wejustdrainedthestuff

from hissystem now.Hewilllive.

Dudu:thankyoudoctor.Canigoseehim?

Doctor:maybelater..

Dudu:okay,iwillwait.

NOKUTHULA

Sheisknittingwhenaloudbangcomesfrom

thedoor.Sheputstheneedleawayandgo

attendit.Ntombiwalksinlookingflushed.



Nokuthula:Ntombi,howdiditgo?

SheasksbecauseshedroppedMbalioffsaying

herfatherissickandshehadtorushhim tothe

hospital.

Ntombi:it'sbad.Nokuthulaican'tgotoprison.

Iwouldratherdie.

Nokuthula:haibo;whatareyoutalkingabout?

Ntombi:(wipinghertears)Iwenttoofarthis

time.Pleaselookaftermykids,I'm comingback

togetthem.Ineedtopack.

Nokuthula:Youareconfusingme.



Ntombi:iwillseeyouaround.

SheleavesinahurryandNokuthulaisleft

dumbstruck.Shegoesbacktoherchairand

againthefuneralversionpassesbyhereyes.

Ntombineedstobecareful!

Shegrabsherphoneandtriestocallherbut

sheisnotpickingup.Shecantevenfollowher

sincesheislookingafterthekids.

ZiningiisattheNtuli'svisitingLungile.Shegets

offherchairandfetchesherimpepho.She

burnsitandstartspleadingonherancestorsto

spareher.

Theinceseburnsoutwhileclappingherhands.

Shesighsdefeated.



VUKANI

Heisseatedinthedarkinthekitchendrinking

hiswhiskey.Sindichosetolethim beandhe

appreciatesthatalotbecausenoone

understandshowhefeelsatthispoint.

Thedoorfrom thekitchenopensandthelights

getsswitchedon.Ziphowalksincarryingher

bags.

Zipho:baba,whyareyousittingaloneinthe

dark?

Vukani:Justgoingthroughmyemotions.You

knockedofflatetoday



Zipho:yesanditwassuchahecticday.Iam

suremybabyissleepingnow.

Vukani:longtimeago.

Zipho:howdiditgo?

Vukani:(sighs)justasitwasexpected.The

familylostitandhadZimelockedup.

Zipho:Iam sorrytohearthat.

Vukani:Idontblamethem.Iknowifsomeone

didthattoanyofyou,iwillprobablyreactworse

toit.



It'sjustthatpartofmewashopingforamiracle

youknow.Atthesametimeiunderstandhe

hastobepunishedbutithurts.

Zipho:Ireallyunderstand.I'm sorryyouare

goingthroughthis.Itisgoinggetbetter.Maybe

hewontgetaheavysentence.

Vukani:Isuppose.Forgivemeaboutbeingthe

messiam...

Zipho:Itisokayformentocryandshowtheir

vulnerability.Pleasegothroughalltheemotions

andwhenyougetbetter,there'ssomethingi

wouldliketodiscusswithyou.Ihavealready

spokentomom aboutit.

Vukani:Whatisit?Pleasetellmemaybeitis



goingtoenlightmymoodabit.

Zipho:well,iam readytoacceptDaniel's

proposal.

Vukani:Ihavebeenmeaningtoaskyouwhyyou

turneditdownbecauseheisagoodman?

Zipho:Hesurelyis,atthattimeifeltlike

everythingwasmovingtoofast.Ineededthings

toslowdownabit.

Also,iwantedtomakesurethatbeforeiget

married,ileavemymom andsistersecured.

Nowiknowtheybothinsafehands,icanrelax

andfullygivemyrelationshipachance.



Vukani:youaresuchawiseyoungwoman.

Danielisluckyandiam notsurprised,youare

trulyyourmother'sdaughter.

Manywouldhavejumpedattheopportunityto

marryaricholdmanandrunawayfrom the

responsibilityofbeingafirstborn,butyoudidnt.

Thattellsmeyouarenotonlythereformoney,

youlovetheman.

Zipho:(smiling)Ido,wholeheartedlyso.

Vukani:thenyouhavemyblessings,iknowyou

areingoodhands.



Zipho:(hugginghim)thankyoudad.Iam going

totakeashowerandleave.

Vukani:whereto?

Zipho:(pickingherbagssmiling)tosayyesto

Daniel.

DANIEL

Hisphoneringsfrom thetablegivinghim a

fright.Hefellasleepinhisofficeafterbeing

caughtupwithsomuchwork.

Daniel:(rubbinghiseyes)baby?

Zipho:whereareyoubecauseyouarenotinour



bedroom ?

Daniel:youarehere?

Zipho:cometobed...

Hegetsoffhischairinahurryunabletobelieve

thathedidn'thearherdrivingin.

Openinghisbedroom door,heseesherseated

onthebed.Hissmilereacheshisears,his

excitementfullyvisible.

Daniel:thisisanicesurprise.Ididn'texpect

youhere.

Hehugshertightsmellingherperfumeoffher.



Shepullsofffrom thehugandtakehishandto

sitdown.

Daniel:allisgood?Whyareyoulookingatme

likethat?

Zipho:allisgoodlove,iam justappreciating

thegracethatGodfavouredmewithwhenhe

madeourpathscross.Danieliloveyou,so

much.

Thankyouforstickingoutwithme,forchoosing

meandstandingupformeduringallthetrials

wefaced,foralwaysrespectingmydecisions

andputmefirst.

Daniel:thisissweetandmakingmeall

emotionalbutitscaresmeatthesametime



Zipho:iam nervoustoo.

Shereachesforherpocketsandtakesoutthe

boxoftheringheboughtforher

Daniel:isthiswhatithinkis?

Zipho:(smiling)Idontknowwhatyouare

thinkingbut...canyoupleaseaskmeagain?

Whooah!Thiseveningcouldn'tgetbetterthan

this.

Daniel:baby,youarenotmessingwithmeright?



Zipho:(giggling)askmealready!

Daniel:(kneelingdownandopeningtheboxwith

hishandsshaking)okay..ican'tbelievethis.

Baby,urhmm goshievenforgotmyspeech!

ZiziphoXulu,iloveyouwitheverythinginme.I

wanttodosofortherestoftheremainingdays

ofmylife.Youhavehealedaheartyoudidnt

break.

Youbecamethebonesthatbalancedmyheart

whenitwascrushedandweak.Youknowiam

amanoffewwords.

Pleasegrantmetheopportunitytobeyour

husbandandkidsfatherbyagreeingtomarry

me?



Zipho:Yes,iwillmarryyou.

Daniel:phew...Pleasesaythatagain?

Zipho:(smiling)IwillmarryyoubabakaAsante...

Heslidestheringonherfingeranditsfits

perfectly.Theyhugsotightembracingthe

feelingofthesteptheyjusttook.shefinally

agreedtobehisforever!

Zipho:(removinghercoat)makelovetome...as

yourfianceeandfuturewife...

Tobecontinued...
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DANIEL

Heisstandingbythewindowlookingather

sleepingpeacefully.Lastnightwasoneofthe

bestnightsever.

Hegotgivenasecondchanceinmarriageagain.

Hestillcannotbelieveit!Sheisgoingtobehis

officiallyandcontinuetogrowtheNyathilegacy.

Onemorekid,possiblyanotherboywillbe

enough.Hetakesfewpicturesofherhandand

sendsthem toDustinwithacaptionthatsays"

timetoshopforthatbestmansuitagain"



Dustinviewsthemessageandlogsoff

WhatsApptocallhim.Hechucklesandleave

thebedroom.

Daniel:talktomeiam listening?

Dustin:firstandforemost,uyakuthanda

ukushadaangifuniukungasho!

Secondly,congratulationsbigbrother.You

seriouslymakemebelieveandhavea

smallanyahopethatlovedoexists.

Daniel:thankyoumybrother,itreallydoes.You

justhavetoallowittofindyou.



Dustin:Ihopetounderstandwhatyouare

talkingaboutoneday.Sowhenarewegiving

theXulusourmoneyagain?

Daniel:soon,ineedtoinform mysonfirst

beforehehearsaboutitonsocialmediaand

thenstarttheprocess.

Dustin:aiyouhavedonewellbrother.Afterthe

wedding,don'twastetimebutmakeanother

baby.Intwoyearsyouwillbe50.

Daniel:whenmywomanisready,willdo.Please

donttellanyoneyetuntilI'vespokentoMcebo.

Dustin:uyaziangikhahlelwangaihhashi

esifubeni,(icankeepasecret)youaregoingto

tellthem yourself.



Daniel:thankyou,igottogo.

Heendsthecallandreturnbacktothe

bedroom andfindZiphostretchingherarms.

Daniel:goodmorningMrsNyathitobe...

Zipho:(smiling)morninghubby.Didyousleep

well?

Daniel:itwasthebestnightever.

Zipho:samehere...ineedtotakeabathand

rushhome.Youaregoingtocomelatersowe

canofficiallyannouncetyetheengagement?



Daniel:(gettinginsidetheblankets)noproblem

butbeforeyougo,let'shavesomeproper

breakfast...

Zipho:(giggling)Danielyouaregoingtomake

melate...

DUDU

Shespentthewholenightinthebenchand

finallysheisallowedtoseeherhusband.

Herhearthavebeenthrobbingtohearher

husband'ssideofthestory.Shewantstolook

him intheeyeswhensheaskshim this.

Zamanihadtogoaftershedecidedthatshe



wasgoingtobehereuntilheisdischarged.

Dudu:hey,howareyoufeeling?

George:mychestisstillburningandstillin

painsbutiam gratefultobealive.

Dudu:samehere.WhatreallyhappenedGeorge?

Pleasethinktwicebeforeyoulietome.

George:shesentmeamessagesayingwehave

totalkaboutourdaughter,itsurgent.

Iagreedtomeetupwithherandtoldherthati

won'tbelongsincewehadplans.

Dudu:yes?



George:sheofferedmewaterandstarted

talkingabouthowshewantsustobefamily

andraiseMbalitogether.Itoldheriam not

goingtocheatonyouagain.

Wheniattemptedtoleave,ifeltlightheaded

andstartedcoughing.

Dudu:thedoctorsfoundtracesofstaxynon

yoursystem

George:whatisthat?

Dudu:asexualboostdrug.

George:what?



Dudu:yes,shewantedtodrugyouandhaveher

waywithyou.

George:butwhywouldshedothat?

Dudu:iam askingmyselfthesamequestion.

Whatisitthatyoupromisedher?

George:nothing,iswear.Imadeitknowntoher

thattherewontbeanythinghappeningbetween

us.Please,trustmeiwilldealwiththis.Iwill

openacaseforher.

Dudu:okay,pleaserest.Iam goingtogohome

andshower.Iwillbringyoucleanclothesfor

later.



George:pleaseaskwhoeverhasmyphoneto

giveitbacktome.Ineedtomakeavery

importantcall.

Dudu:okay..

Shewalksoutofthewardandseesmissed

callsfrom hercontactandreturnsthecall.

Dudu:didyougetit?

Voice:yes.But100gofbrick?Thatisalot.Are

younowdealing?

Dudu:youareaskingquestionsthatarenone

ofyourbusiness.Iam leavingthehospital



now,meetmein10minutes

Sheheadstohercaranddrivesawaytothe

secretlocationandshepaystheguyand

collectstheparcel.

Arrivingatherhouse,sheseesthedustbintruck

collectingthem andrushestohers.

Dudu:pleaseholdupabit.There'ssomethingi

wantinhere.

Shesearchesinsideuntilshefindsthekeys.

Dudu:bingo!!Nowletsplay.

SINDI



Sheismakingbreakfastwhilethegirlsare

assitingwithsettingthetable.Theysayfoodis

awaytoaman'sheartandshehopesandpray

thatthisimportantfirstmealofthedaywill

cheerhim up.

LungilewalksincarryingAsanteandplaying

withher.

Sindi:Lungile,sheisgoingtomessupyour

uniform.Whereishermother?

RightthenZipho2walksinlookinglikesheisin

ahurry.Vukanijoinsthem atthetable.

Zipho:goodmorningfamily,iam sorryiwont

beabletojoinyouforbreakfast.



Sindi:dontyoudareboreme.Youknowweeat

togetherand....wait..showmeyourfinger.

Ziphohandsherhandoverandeveryonecheer

successfulwhileSindiululatesgoingaround

thetable.

Sindi:awsmakade,umukhulubaba.Thankyou

forthisday.Ihaveprayedandaskedthatyou

keepmelongenoughuntilmydaughtersget

married.

Iam sohappythatitisfinallygoingtohappen.

Finallyiwillbakeaweddingcakeformyown

daughter!Congratulationsmydaughter,you

havemademeproud.



SheevolvesZiphoinatighthugfeeling

emotionalabouthowfartheyhavecome.

Zipho:thankyoumom.Letmegoandchange

quickly.

Vukani:iam gladyoumadetherightdecision.

Zipho:thanksforyoursupportdad.Danielwill

bejoiningusfordinnerlater.

Sheleavesthem andSindistartsdishingupas

thegirlstalksaboutthekindofweddingZipho

andDanielwillhave.

Sindi:suchaslyfatheryouare.



Vukani:(laughing)whathaveidone?

Sindi:nothing...

Vukani:areyoujealous?

Sindi:maybeabit.Shetoldmeshewasstill

goingtothinkitthroughandswitchesthestory

onyou.

Vukani:(laughing)women!Nowireallymissmy

son,beingtheonlymanhereisadisadvantage.

NTOMBI

Shesenttheresignationletterwithimmediate

effectatworklastnightandspentitpacking.



Shejustwokeupandisnotsurehowshefell

asleep.Probablythewinedidthethingstoher.

Allthebagsarepacked,allsheneedstodonow

ischeckinontheirflights.

ShecalledandaskedNokuthulatomeether

outsidethegateofSphe'sflatwiththekids.

Sheisleaving.SouthAfricaissuddenlytoo

smallforher.ViewingZipho'sstatuswhereshe

postedapicturethatiscleartoeveryonethatit

wastakenbyDaniel,shegetschestpains.

Evenkidsarefindingloveandgettingmarried

butnother.Whatcouldbetheproblem?

Sheplugthekettletomakecoffeewhile



pushingherbagstothecar.

Shefeelslikeitwasopenedandtouched

becausesomeofherthingsaren'tasshe

placedthem.

Shechecksthegaragedoor,itisstilllocked.

Maybesheisjustbeingparanoid.Sheloadsthe

bagsinsidehercarbootandgoesbacktotake

ashower.

Shelooksaroundthehousefeelingall

emotional.ThehouseMelusibuiltforherand

thekids,sheisnowleavingitbehind.

Sheleavestheenvelopeonthetablefor

NokuthulaandSindi.OnthewaytoNokuthula

shekeepsonwipinghertearsthatblindsher



vision.

Nokuthula:youarereallydoingthis?

Sheasksassoonasshepullsoutinfrontofthe

gate.ShestepsoutofthecarandputMbalion

herseat

Ntombi:ihavenochoice.

Nokuthula:whataboutyourkids?Doyouthink

thisisfaironthem?

Ntombi:onedaytheywillunderstandwhyidid

whatiam doingnow.Onthecoffeetable,ileft

anenvelopeforyouandSindi



Ithasbeengreatknowingyou,pleasetakecare

ofSphesihleformeandtellherthatiwill

foreverloveher.

Theyhugandshepullsbackgettinginsideher

cardrivingaway.

Ntombi:(lookingatherkids)itsgoingtobe

alrightmybabies.Afterthis,wearegoingtobe

fine.Ipromise.

Justbeforeshecouldarrivetotheairport,she

seesaroadblockandherheartstartsbeating.

Itseventoolatetodoau-turn.

Sheproceedstothefrontsayingasmallprayer

andtheystopher.



Ntombi:goodmorningofficers.Whatisthis

trafficy'allcausing about?

Officer:wereceivedananonymoustipoffthata

womanistryingtoboardaplanewithdrugsand

isrunningawaywithachildfrom itsfather.

Ntombi:thatishectic.

Officer:kindlyprovideyourlicenceAndID

ma'am.

Shereachesforherwalletandgiveshim her

cards...helooksatthem foragoodminuteand

callstwoothercops.

Heshowsthem thecards,theylookathercar



registrationandwhistleforotherstocomeas

well.

Ntombi:iseverythingokay?

Officer2:pleasestepoutofthecarma'am,put

yourhandswherewecouldseethem.

Ntombi:why?whatisgoingon?

Theotherpoliceareturningthecarsbehindher

backtouseanotherentrancewhiletheyaskto

searchhercar.

Shewatchesinhorrorastheycomebackwith

twobricksofcocaineunderherpassengerseat.



Ntombi:thatisnotmine!

Sheyellsasthisofficercuffingher.

Officer2:youareunderarrestfordrugs

possession,kidnapattemptandpoisoningMr

GeorgeWilliams.

Ntombi:what?Pleaselistentome,thosedrugs

aren'tmine!Andwhatkidnappingareyou

talkingabout?Hey,leavemybabiesalone,

whereareyoutakingmykidsto?

Sheisshovedinsidethepolicevanwhileher

kidsaretakentoaprivatepolicecarandthey

leavewithhertothepolicestation.



Ntombi:(sweating)thisisnothappening!Thisis

anightmare,someonepleasewakemeup!!

Tobecontinued
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NTOMBI

Itsbeen3hourssinceshegotlockedupand

sheislosinghermind.Thesehugewallsare



drivinghermadandshecannotstomachthe

thoughtofbeinghereforalongtime.

Shegetscalleduptomeetupwithherlawyer.A

reliefwashesoverherasshebelievesthatthis

guywillgetheroutofhere.

Ntombi:finally,pleasetellmethegoodnews.

Didyoumanagetodowhatiasked?

Davis:Iam afraididon'thavegoodnewsbuti

didcallSinditocollectyourkids.Although

George'slawyershowedupandtookMbali.

Ntombi:what?Hecannotdothat!

Davis:HecanNtombi.Youwerefoundwith



largeamountofdrugs,tryingtoescapethe

countrywithoutinforminghim afteryoutriedto

killhim!

Ntombi:Iwasn'ttryingtokillhim andthose

drugsaren'tmine!IsweartoGodtheyaren't.

Davis:unfortunatelytheresnothingthat

supportsyourstatement.Yourtheoryofbeing

framedwon'tholdwaterincourtbecause

there'snoproofofsomeoneenteringyour

house.

Ntombi:Davistherehastobesomething!Did

youcheckthestreetcameras?

Davis:whydoyouthinkitooksolong?Ididalli

couldbutitdoesn'tlookgood.Wecan'teven



fightGeorgebecauseyouallowedhim to

changeyourdaughter'ssurnametohis.

Ntombi:(burryingherheadintoherhands)iam

finished...

Davis:wearegoingtogreetthecourtroom for

bailapplicationtomorrow,Isuggestthatyou

getsomerestokay?

Itdoesn'tlookgoodforusbutiwilltrymylevel

besttohelpyou.

DUDU

Sheisabouttogobacktothehospitalfor

afternoonvisitswhenGeorge'slawyershows



upcarryingMbali.

Dudu:whathappened?

Mike:hermotherisarrestedandyourhusband

askedmetogofetchher.

Dudu:whooah,she'sarrested?Whatfor?

Mike:drugsandpoisoningyourhusband.

Dudu:so,hereallycalledthecopsonher?

Mike:Iwishicanstayhereandengageyoubuti

havetobeincourtinthenext30minutes.



Ibelieveeverythingthatbelongstoherisinthe

bag.

ShesayshandingherthesleepingMbaliand

walksoff.Duduputsheronthecouchandcalls

George

George:baby?

Dudu:donotbabyme!Whydidntyoutellme

aboutfetchingyourdaughter?

George:itwasanemergencyandican'thave

strangersraisemydaughterwhileiam still

alive.Sheismybloodandihopeyou

understandthat.



Dudu:ofcourseido.Ijustwishyougaveme

headsupbutitsokay.Iguessiwon'tbecoming.

George:itisonlythisnighttomorrowiwillbe

home.

Dudu:okay,getbetterthen.

Sheendsthecallandlooksathersleeping

peacefully.

Dudu:marn,youlooksomuchlikemyhusband!

Youaretheyoungerfemaleversionofhim.

(Sighs)iam sorrytodothistoyouandyour

brother.Itriedtoplaynicewithyourmom but

shekeptonpressing.



Iwantedtokillherbutiam amother.Ayearor

twointherewillhelpherclearhermind.Iwill

thenmakethecasedisappearandshewill

comebacktoyouguys...

Idon'thateyou.Ibelievethatyouareinnocent

inallofthisandmyhusbandlovesyousomuch.

Yourbrotherswillbecrazytoknowtheyhavea

littlesister.Theyarecominghomesoon,i

promisewearegoingtohavefun.

Okaynowthatyouarehere,letsprepareyour

room andmakeitkidfriendly.Godwhenlast

didiholdsuchayoungbaby?

Howoldareyou?10months?Okayletmeput



youtobedbeforeyoufallinhere...

ZIPHO

Shefixingherdressandheadwrapwhiletalking

toSpheonavideocall.

Sphe:man,iam sosadaboutthiswholething

happeningthere.Howishedoing?

Zipho:heisakidbutithinkheisgoingtoneed

somecounseling.Itisnotaneasythingto

witnessyourparentbeingarrested.

Sphe:eix...maraMama,whatwasshedoing?

Anyways,bridetobe.Howareyoudoing?



Zipho:I'm good,excitedandnervousatthe

sametime.Imeaniam abouttochangemy

surnameandbecomesomeone'swife.

Theybothscream excitedly.

Sphe:Iam sohappyforyou.Honestlyyou

deservesthis.Itisapitythatiam hereand...

Zipho:iam notgettingmarriedwithoutyou.I

meanyouaremaidofhonorsoyouareneeded

here.

Sphe:It'sagoodthingyouaregettinga

weddingplanner.Thatwilllessentheburden

from you.



Aknockcomesthroughthedoor.

Zipho:ihavetogo.Keepwell.

Yangawalksinbeforeshecanallowherinside.

Yanga:yourmanishere...

Zipho:talkaboutbeingontime.I'm donewe

cango.

Yanga:thankGod,whattookyousolong?

Zipho:iwasonacallwithSphe.

Yanga:howbecausesheleftherphonebehind?



Zipho:shecalledusingherbrother'sphone..

Yangastopswalkingherfacebeamingwithjoy

Yanga:youwanttotellmethatyouhave

Malibongwe'snumber?

Zipho:uhuhYanga.Iam notgivingthem toyou.

Yanga:comeonZee.

Zipho:fine,youdidntgetthem from me.

Yanga:(huggingher)youarethebest!



Theymaketheirwaytothepatiowheretheyare

havingtheirbraai.

ShegreetsDanielwhohasAsanteonhislap

andplayingwithher.

Vukani:thischildisadaddy'sgirl,ifearforyou

Zipho.Mywifeusedtocomplainthatigive

LungiletoomuchattentionthanherorZime

Daniel:shealsocomplains...

Zipho:haalovewhen?

Yanga:so,areyouguyshavingasmallwedding

or?



ZIPHO&Danile:No.

Theysayitinunisonandeveryonelaughs.

Zipho:iam gettingmarriedforthefirstandlast

timesowearedefinitelygoingallout.

Daniel:andiam doingitforthelasttime.Ihave

todoitright.

Sindi:ifthatisthecasethenithinkweshould

resumewithpreparationssoon.

ThankyouDanielfornotplayingwithmy

daughter.Honestlyatfirstididn'ttrustyouone

bitbutitrustmydaughter.



Iam happytohavewitnessedyourlovetillthis

far.Willyoursonbeattending?

Daniel:yeshewillbe,icalledandinformedhim.

Thankyouforyourkindswordsandwelcoming

metoyourhomewithoutanyjudgement.

Sindi:thefoodisready.Juniorboy,canyousay

graceforus?

Junior:letscloseoureyes.Godblessthisfood

beforeweeatit,amen.

Everyone:amen!

MALIBONGWE



Heisinhishutsingingandcuttingsomeherbs

whenhisphonevibratesfrom thegrassmat.

Hetakesaglanceonitandseesthatitsa

privatenumberandignoresit.

Malibongwe:(singing)ngihawukelethongolami..

Thephonevibratesagain.Itcouldbeoneofthe

theclientswhowantstoconsult.Butwhythis

late?

Hepicksitupansweringitwithoutsaying

anything.Theonlythinghehearsisaheavy

breathingandthecallsends.

Helooksatthescreenofhisphoneforavery



longtime.

Malibongwe:ihopeyouarewellmylady...

Tobecontinued

BONESOFMYHEART

CHAPTER 78

(CHAPTER NOTedited,pleaseexcusethe

errors)

6MONTHSLATER

ZAMANI



HeiscarryingMbalifrom thebedroom tothe

kitchen.Hespentthenighthereafterspending

thedaywithhisfatherspreparingthewedding.

Alothappenedinthepast6months,Ntombi

wasconvictedto5yearsinprisonwitha

possibilityofgettingoutafterserving2years

forgoodbehavior.Mbalihasblendedwellwith

Dudu.

Heloveshersomuch,histwinbrothersarelife

andbothareinSouthAfricacurrently.He

graduatedandiscurrentlylookingforajob.

Morelikeevaluatinghisoptions.

Therelationshipbetweenhim andDuduhas

improved.Theyseeeachothermore

often,Georgeisalsoacoolstepfatherwho

believesinblendedfamily.



UnfortunatelyDustinhasnointerestinstep

fatheringtheotherkidsorallowthem inhis

house.HealwaystellZamanithatheisfreeto

gotothem anytimebutnotbringthem over.He

isstubbornlikethat.

Zamani:goodmorningmama

Dudu:morningbaby.Ialmostdonewiththat

one'sfood.Howisyourdayliketoday?

Zamani:itischilled,alothasbeendone,iam

fetchingMcebofrom theairportandthen

attendthebachelor'spartylater.

Dudu:okay.Iwantedtoinform youthatmy

husband,theboysandMbaliaremovingbackto



theU.K.

Zamani:already?

Dudu:unfortunatelyyes.Thebusinessthat

broughthim thissideisnowconcluded.Iwould

liketoextendaninvitationforyoutocomewith

us.

Zamani:oh,forreal?

Dudu:yes,iwouldn'twanttoleaveyouafter

foundingyou.Butitisyourdecisiontomake

andiwillrespectwhateveryoudecide.Make

sureyoualsocommunicatewithyourdadas

well.



Zamani:Iwill.Whenareyouleaving?

Dudu:Inamonthstime.

Zamani:atleastthere'sstilltime.Whereare

theseboys?

Dudu:cleaningthepool.

Zamani:letmegoseethem...

SPHESIHLE

Sheisdoingthefinalroundsasthemaidof

honortogetherwithYangathematronofhonor.

Shestilldoesn'tunderstandthedifference

betweenthetwobutthatishowZiphonamed



them.

Shekeptherpromiseandwaitedforherto

comebackfrom hertrainingwhichtaughthera

lotandliftedsomuchweightoffhershoulders.

Thefirsttaskshehadtodoafterthe

completionofhertrainingwastocleanseZime

ofthelategirl'sspirit.Havingtodothatwhile

heisinprisonwasataskandahalf.Butwith

Vukaniandconnections,theymanagedtoget

him outforadayjustforthatprocessand

returnhim backthefollowday.

HerrelationshipwithZiningiisimproving,she

nolongerhasanattitudetowardsherbutthey

arenowsisters.SindihelpedNokuthulatoopen

herknittingshopandwiththesocialpromotion

Yangadidforherbusiness,customersare



floodingin

SpeakingaboutYanga,shenoticedher

constantdisappearanceandwhatmakesit

funnyisthatherbrotherwillalsonotbefound

atthattime.

Shesawthem onthenightshereturnedhome

from thetraining.Thewaytheykeptlookingat

eachother,showedthatsomethingwasgoing

tohappenthere.

Yanga:Arewenotdone?Iam tiredandtothink

wearestillgoingtodonailsandhair.

Sphe:wearealmostdone.Ialsowanttorelax

anddrinkthenightawayaswewaitfor

tomorrow.



Yanga:Iam sohappythatfinallythisdayisher.

Ziphocanbreathe

Sphe:youmaysaythatagain...

Yangatakesoutherphoneandreadsa

messagesmilingtoherself.

Sphe:isthatmybrother?

Yanga:sorrywho?

Sphe:comeon,icanseewhatshappeninghere.

Yanga:okay...fine.Wehavebeenseeingeach



other.

Sphe:iknewit!

Yanga:goshSphethebutterflieshegivesme.I

cannotbegintoexplainit.

Sphe:loveisabeautifulthingsogoalloutand

enjoyitlove.

Yanga:iam scaredthough.Youknowmom is

aChristian.I'm scaredificomeoutwithit,she

maynotapprove.

Sphe:idon'tthinkso,yourmotherisasweet

personwhom ibelievethatwantstoseeyou

guyshappy.Ifshewasthatjudgemental,doyou



thinkshewouldhaveapprovedofyoursister's

relationship?

Imeanlookathowsheaccommodatedmy

mother.Comeon,shewon'thaveaproblem

butbehappythatyouarehappy.

Yanga:Isupposeyouareright.Let'sgo

home,Ziphojusttextedmethatourbeauty

technicianhasarrived.

DANIEL

Theanxietyisuptheroof.Hefeelslikeitisthe

firsttimedoingthis.Hewantseverythingtogo

rightandtobeperfect.Mcebohasarrived.His

sonishappyinhismarriageandhelovesthis

forhim.



Hecannotwaitforhisfirstgrandchildtobe

born.Theirsurrogateisnowonthe2nd

trimesterofpregnancy.

Dustinwalksinandsitsnexttohim.Heowes

hisbrotheralot.Thewayhehasbeenupand

downensuingthateverythingisgoingwell

withoutanycomplaints.

Hewon'ttellhim butthedayhewoulddecideto

getmarried,heisgoingtoreturnthesame

energyandmakesurethathepaysfor

everything.

Dustin:theboysaregettingthecowready.

Mom toldmethatthetraditionalbeerisalso

comingwell.Icansafelysaythatabaphansi



bavumile.Itisgoingtobethegreatestdayever.

Daniel:thankyoubrother.Itrulyappreciateyour

help,ihonestlywouldn'thavemanagedtoget

thisrightwithoutyou.

Dustin:Itsonlyapleasure.Ihopeyourexwife

won'tshowupandcausedrama.

Daniel:noshewont.Shesentmeamessage

fewweeksbackthatshewasgettingmarriedto

apastorandwantedtoknowifthelobolohas

tobepaidhere.Itoldheritwas

unnecessary..didntwantanythingtodisturbme

duringthepreparations.

Dustin:(laughing)owakuphikodwalomfundisi

marryingLindiwe?Ifeelsorryforthat



congregation.Sheisgoingtoscrewkeyboards

boysthisone.

Daniel:(laughing)don'tbemean,sherepented

andchangedherwayshau.

ZIPHO

Sheisgettingpamperedwithhergirlsover

somechampagne.Theyaregettingtheir

facials,nailsandhairdonegettingreadyfor

tomorrow.

Shereceivesarandomly"iloveyou"textfrom

herhusbandtobe.Shesmilesandtextshim

back"icannotwaittomarryyou"



Lungile:SisZipho,bomamabayakubiza.(the

mothersarecallingyou)

Sheknowswhysheiscalledfor.Shewasthe

firstonetodohernailsandhair.Shechanges

toherclothesandwalkbacktotheroom.Itsa

goodthingtheystartedwiththetraditional

weddingfirst

Tomorrowisgoingtobeonlythewhitewedding

andtheyaregoingtojetofftoasurprise

honeymoondestination.Shefindstheroom full

ofoldwomen,amongstthem there'sNokuthula,

hermotherandtherudeXuluaunt.

Sindi:Don'tbescaredmydaughter.Wearejust

wrappingupthetalkswehavebeengivingyou

throughoutthewholeprocesssincethisisyour

lastdayhere.



Zodwa:yesZipho.Mybrotherwouldbeproud.

Youaremarryingarichman.Respecthim,heis

theheadofthehouse.Donotquestionhim

abouthiswhereabouts,allmencheatsbutat

theendofthedayhewillcomebackhometo

you.

Nokuthula:haibo,comebackhometoherwith

what?Zipho,alwayschooseyourself,sanityand

health.Neverstaytobedisrespectedandtaken

forgranted.

Iwishsomeonehadtoldmewheniwasgetting

marriedthatyoudon'thavetotolerate

nonsensebutleaveatfirstsightyousmell

disrespect.



Sindi:nje.Youhaveahomeandamotherthat

lovesyouthatyouwillalwaysbewelcomedto

comebacktowhenthingstakesaturnof

eventsyoudidn'texpect.

Iam notworriedaboutyourbehaviour,iknow

thatiraisedyouwellenoughtoknowhowto

holdyourhousedownwithrespectandlove.

*

*

*

Itisfinallyaweddingday.Theweather

favouredthecouple.Itisbrightandbeautiful.

Everythingiscalm andcollected.



DustinoverseesBrianNirhaashesetsupfor

hisliveperformance.Heisgoingtoperform

TilldeathdousapartthatZiphoisgoingto

walktheaislewith.

Dimakatsowalksintheroom theyarwusingto

getdressedululatingandlookingdapper.

Dimakatso:ohmyson,iam sohappyforyou.

Pleasetreatthatchildrightandprotecther.

Neverevertakeadvantageofherbecauseshe

isyoungorelseyouwillhavemetodealwith

Daniel:(smiling)butiam notthatpersonnje

mama

Dimakatso:justmakingsure.AndwenaDustin,

whenareyougettingmarried?



Dustin:urhm,whenifinallyseetheonethat

makesmyhearttwitch.

Dimakatso:whenwillthatbe?AfterZamanihas

foundawifeaswell?

Daniel:askhim mama.Heis40nowbutdololo

awife.

Dustin:youandyoursonshouldleavemealone.

Untilawomancatchesmyattentioninthat

way,iwilldefinitelywalkdowntheaisle.

Dimakatso:iwillpraythatyoufindthiswoman

soonbeforeileavethisworldwithoutseeing

mydaughterinlawfrom you



*

*

*

Theguestsareusheringin.Youcantellthat

thisisoneofthehighclasswedding.The

attendancefrom businessassociatesand

friendswhodidntdisappointwhenitcomesto

thetheme.

Thethemeisgold,whiteandcream white.The

chandelierisgivinggoosebumpswhilethe

5starcakeisatthecenterofeveryonetosee.

Thepastorandhiswifearrivesandstartswith

thepreparationswhileguestsareshowntheir

seats.Vukaniisseencheckingwithhissecurity

toallowonlytheinvitedguestsinside.



Thegroomspartywalksinfirstleadby

Mcebo,ZamaniandfollowedbyDustinand

Danielwholooksnervous.Theyareongoldand

whitesuitswhileDanielisrockingawhitesuit.

Sphe,YangaandZiningiwalksinfollowingthe

flowerkids.JuniorandAsantewhoistaking

forevertogettothefront.Babygirljustlearned

towalksosheisnotstronginwalking.

Danielfindsherselfsmilingseeingherprincess

leadingthewayandlookingsobeautiful...

Sindigivesthem asignalthatthebrideisready

towalkdowntheaisleandBriangoestothe

stageandstartssinging.



Brian:(singing)Ineverknew

Whatlovecoulddo

Toaheart

Thatissurrendered

Foundoutthetruth

Whenimet

Nowmyheart

Isyoursforever

Youaretheone

Iwannadancewith

Fortherestofmylife

Youaretheoneiwannahold

andneverletgo



Canthisbetrue

I'vefoundyou

Theonemyheart

Hasalongingfor

Someonepinchme

Isthisjustadeeam

Ohno,thankGod

Thisisreality

Youaretheone

Iwannadancewith

Fortherestofthemylife

Youaretheone

Iwannahold

andneverletgo

Tilldeathdousapart



Ziphofinallygetstothealtarandhislate

father'sbrotherhandshim toDanielandthey

faceeachother.

Daniel:(whispering)youaresobeautiful

Zipho:(smiling)soareyou.

TheinvitedPastortakeshismicpagighisbible.

Pasto:Goodmorningeveryone!

From thisbeautifulplace,wetakeourselvesout

oftheusualroutinesofdailylivingtowitnessa

uniquemomentinthelivesofDanielNyathi

andZiziphoXulu.Todaytheyjointheirlivesin

theunionofmarriage.



Toalltheguests,theyarehappytosharethis

momentwithyou.Theyhaveknownmostof

youformanyyears.Youwatchedthem growup,

youwenttoschoolwiththem,oryouworked

withthem.Becauseyouaretheoneswhohave

supportedthem andknownthem sowell,itis

onlyfittingthatyouaretheonestosharethis

once-in-a-lifetimemomentwiththem.

DanielandZiphoarepleasedtohavetheir

parentsinthefrontrow…closetothem forthe

ceremony.

Ziphothankshermotherforprovidingherwith

everyopportunitypossibleandbeingthebest

motheranyonecouldaskfor.

Danielappreciatesalltheloveandsupporthis

familygavehim overthetime.

Aweddingdayisoftenadaywhencouples



missfamilymembersnolongerwiththem.For

DanielandZipho,therearefamilymembers

whosememoriestheyholddear.

AndsoitisthatDanielandZiphopresent

themselvestobemarriedtoday…surroundedby

thepeopletheylovethemost.

AsDaniandZiphopreparedfortheceremony

partofthisweddingcelebration,theyreflected

onwhatitisthattheyloveabouteachother.

Andthiswaswastheeasiestpartofplanning

thiswedding

TotheDANIEL:

Pastor:Daniel,Zipholovesthatyoublendinso

comfortablywithherfamily.Sheseesinyoua

funny,kind,andsweetman.Shelovesthatyou



thinksheisfunnyandthatyoualwaysfinda

waytocomplimenther.

Shelovesthatyoualwayswanttobecloseto

her.Yourememberdetailsofthestoriesshe

tells.Youwanttobepartofherfamilyand

circleoffriends.Youhelpheraroundthehouse.

Mostimportantly,youaresoclosethateven

whensheisatherworst,youhavenevermade

herfeellikeyouwantanythingbuttobecloser

toher.

Zipho,Daniellovesthatyougivehim the

respectheneedsasaman.Helovesyourbrain,

yoursmile,andyourbeauty.

Helikesthatyoucanbereallysilly.Heloves



yourcallsandtexts.Helovesyourcooking.He

lovesyourkisses.Hejustreallylovesyou!

Youbothlooktoasharedfuturethatincludes

raisingahappy& healthyfamily.Thatfuture

alsoincludesarichlylivedlifetogether…going

outtorestaurants,hangingoutwithfamily,

relaxingathomeinfrontoftheTV,singingand

dancing…Bridewilldothesinging,andGroom

willdothedancing.

Theyearswillcomeandgo…youwon’ttake

eachotherforgranted,youwilllaughalot,you

willbethebestparentsyoucanbe,youwill

growolderandwisertogether.It’sagood

story,andtheendingisnotinsight!

Hecloseshisbibleandcallfortheringstobe

broughtforward.



Pastor:wecomenowtothewordsDanieland

Ziphowanttohearthemosttoday…thewords

thattakethem acrossthethresholdfrom being

engagedtobeingmarried.

Amarriage,asmostofusunderstandit,isa

voluntaryandfullcommitment.Itismadeinthe

deepestsensetotheexclusionofallothers,

anditisenteredintowiththedesireandhope

thatitwilllastforlife.

Beforeyoudeclareyourvowstooneanother,I

wanttohearyouconfirm thatitisindeedyour

intentiontobemarriedtoday.

Zipho,doyoucomeherefreelyandwithout

reservationtogiveyourselftoDanielin



marriage?Ifso,answer“Ido:

Zipho:Ido.

Peopleululatesandwhistles.

Pastor:Daniel,doyoucomeherefreelyand

withoutreservationtogiveyourselftoZiphoin

marriage?Ifso,answer“Ido".

Daniel:Ido.

Pastor:DanielandZipho,havingheardthatitis

yourintentiontobemarriedtoeachother,Inow

askyoutodeclareyourmarriagevows.

Danieltakestheringfrom theboxandZipho's



finger.Mceboholdsthemicforhim.

Daniel:ZiziphoXulu,iloveyoubecauseyouput

effortintome.Iloveyoubecausenobodyhas

givenmethelovethatyouhavegivenme,and

youaretheonlyonethatcouldeverloveme

thisway.

Ilovebecauseyoualwaysmakefeelworthyof

yourlove,iloveyoubecauseyouhavemademe

smilewhenialmostforgottenhowto.

Iloveyoubecauseyouhaveahugeandhonest

heart.Iloveyouandeverythingandlittledetail

aboutyou,becauseyouaresimplyyou.

Theloveyouhaveshownmeisbeyond

anythingmychildhoodselfcouldeverdream of.



Itsheartwarming,genuineandfierce,sometimes

allatonce.

Atthesametime,yourlovehastaughtmeto

findwhatispentslongsearchingforwithinmy

ownself.Iloveyouandiwillforeverdoforas

longasilive.

Tilldeathdousapart.

HeputstheringonherfingerandSphewipes

hereyescarefulnottoruinhermakeupasshe

getsreadytosayherownverse.

Zipho:youaremuchmorethanamantome.I

havefoundinyoutheKingofmykingdom,my

anchorinlife'stempestuoussea,theglitter

behindmybeauty.



Iwillforeverworktobeworthyofyourlove,and

iacceptthatneitherofusareperfect.I

promisetostandbyyourside,whereverour

livesmaytakeus,fortogether,wewillbuildalife

fargreaterthanwecouldeverimagineonour

own.

Igiveyoumyheart,mypromise,thatiwillwalk

withyou,handinhand,whereverJesusleads

us.Ipromisetoloveandprotectyouandour

daughteruntilthedayidie.Ipromiseyoumy

deepestlove,myfullestdevotionandmy

tenderestcare.

Youaremyhusbandandiloveyou,willforever

dountildeathdousapart.



Againthejoyfulnoisefillsuptheentirehall.

Pastor:Ecclesiastes4;9says:twoarebetterthan

onebecausetheyhaveagoodreturnoftheir

labor.FatherGodwethankyouforthisdayand

opportunitytowitnesssuchlovefrom this

couple.

Asyouhaveblessedthem tobetogether,letno

oneoranythingcomesbetweenthem.Amen.

Ladiesandgentlemen,withpowerevestedin

me,ipresenttoyouMrandMrsNyathi.You

maykissthebride.

Danielhugsherandkissesherforeheadfirst

beforetakingherlipsinaslowmotionofakiss.

Theyignorethenoiseandcameraflashesgoing

offuntilAsantecries.



Danielpullsofffrom thekisslaughingandpicks

herup.Theyleavethehallforpicturesgreeting

theguests.

*

*

*

Theweddingisalmostover.Peoplehave

eaten?rejoiced,dancedandlaughedatthe

speechesthatweregiventoencouragethe

couple.

Mcebo:irememberZiphosayingshewasgoing



tobemystepmother.Atthattimeisawitasa

jokebutlookingatthem now,istronglybelieve

inpowerofthetongueandmanifestation.

Pops,bestie,congratulationstothebothofyou.I

wishyouallthebestinyourmarriage.

Zamanipullsupnexttohisfatherandsitsdown

Zamani:Dad,ineedtotellyousomething.

Dustin:today?

Zamani:yes,nowactually

Dustin:okay?



Zamani:mom isgoingbackandiwouldloveto

gowithher.Iam notdesertingyou.Ipromiseto

comehomeandvisits.Andthere'sMcebothat

side

Dustin:ifitiswhatyouwant,iwon'tstandin

yourway.

Zamani:thankyoudad

Dustin:excuseme

Hestandsupandfollowsthisbeautifullady

whoisgoingtoherconvertibleblackBMW.

Dustin:excusemema'am,canitalktoyou?



Sheturnsandlooksathim.Isitlegallyfora

persontobethisbeautiful?

Her:isthereaproblem?

Dustin:yes.Whatisyourname?

Her:NontokozoHlengwa.

Dustin:indeedyouareahappiness.Youjust

mademyhearthappy.Itseemslikeyouare

leaving.

Nontokozo:Yes,itsbeenagreatlongday,ineed

torestnow



Dustin:icanimagine,withtheshoesthatyouare

wearing.Youaregoingtoneedamassageandi

am goodwithmyhands.

Nontokozo:(smiling)really?

Dustinsighsrelievedseeinghersmilemaking

hermorebeautiful.Shelooksreservedandwell

mannered.

Dustin:wannafindout?

Nontokozo:maybe.Youdrive,iwilldirectyouto

myhouse.

Shethrowsthekeyofthecarathim andhe

silentlythanktheNyathiancestorsforblessing



him withthisgoddess.Heopensthedoorfor

herbeforejumpingonthedriversseat

Dustin:so,howdoyouknowthecouple?

Nontokozo:iworkwithherstepfather.

Dustin:isee,canibeastepfatherofyour

children?

Nontokozo:bathongwena,idonthavekids.

Dustin:ohreally?ihaveasonandwearegoing

togivehim siblings

Nontokozo:(laughing)hehehe.What'syour

name?



Dustin:mybad,iforgottointroducemyself.My

nameisDustinNyathibutyoucancallmeyour

person

Nontokozo:(laughing)myperson,reallynow?

Dustin:ithasaniceringtoitright?

Nontokozo:youlooklikeaplayer..

Dustin:iwasbutistopped.

Nontokozo:when?

Dustin:themomentilaidmyeyesonyou.



Nontokozo:(smiling)igiveup..

*

*

*

ZiphoandDanielaredancingineachother's

armskissinghereandthere.

Daniel:icannotbelievethatyouaremywife.

Zipho:youbetterbelieveit.Iam using

yoursurname.



Daniel:ZiphoNyathi,soundssogood.Thankyou

foragreeingtobemywife.

Zipho:thankyouforchoosingmeandmaking

methebonesofyourheart.

Sindiwalksuptothem withAsanteonherarms

andgiveshertoZipho.

Sindi:haveyouseenYanga?

Zipho:shesaidshewasgoingtochangeher

shoes.

Sindisnodswalkingawayandtheysitdown

withAsantetakingpictures.Mcebopassesby



andZiphocallshim.

Zipho:Mcebo,come.Idonthaveapicturewith

youandAsantetogether.

Hejoinsthem forselfies...

*

*

*

YangaandMalibongweareateachother's

throatskissingthelivingshitofeachother.She

pusheshim tothebedandgetsontopofhim.



ThedoorfliesopenandSindiwalksin.They

bothjumpstartled,thankGodtheyarestillfully

dressed.

Sindi:ohmygoodness!

Sheclosesthedoorandtheybothgetupfixing

theirclothes.Sheopensthedooragain.

Sindi:howlonghasthisbeengoingon?

Yanga:itsbeengoingonfor3monthsmama.

Sindi:andwhyhaven'tyoubringhim home?



Thetwolookateachother.Theydidn'texpect

thatfrom her.

Sindi:whenyouarereadybringhim fordinner.I

wouldlovetoknowhim better.

Sheclosesthedoorandtheyexhales.

Malibongwe:thatwasclose.

Yanga:tooclose.Themistakeididwasnotto

lockthedoor.

Shegoesbackandlockitandreturnsbackto

him.

Malibongwe:(smirking)whatareyoudoing?



Yanga:finishingoffwhatwestarted...

Malibongwe:ilovehowyouthink...

Herollsheroverandresumewiththekisses

helpingheroutofherdress...

.....................THEEND...............
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Thankyouforridingwithme.Iloveyouall.Its
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