


Introduction:

Itsbeen5yearssinceivbeenworkingasan

analystsandsystemdeveloperhereatSAPS.My

momanddadreallydon’tgetwhyaminthislineof

workcauseamareallyshypersonandgoofyand

veryweirdandliterallyoneofthesmartestpeople

thattheyhaveeverseen.TomyparentsIcouldbea

doctorbuthereIwasthenthereismyoldersister

whoistheBeyoncéoftheandgetalltheattention

fromourparentsandliterallyhasnothinggoingin

herlifeapartmanwithfancycars.Iwasatwork

andasusualiwasgoingthroughthehugepileof

workwhenthestationcommanderwalkedinthe

roomanditgotsilentcausehehardlyevercomes

tooursideofthebuilding.Iclosedmyeyesand

prayedthathedoesn’tcallmyname.

“Nkosazana”

HasGodForsakenmetoday?

HisvoicevibratedthroughouttheofficespaceandI

slowlygotupwithmyheartbeatingsofast.What



didIdowrong?Ivneverinmylifebeencalledinto

hisofficeever?Ialwaysdoublecheckmyworkand

Imakesureitinaformatthattheyunderstand.

Me:Yes

MyvoicecameoutasawhisperandIclearedmy

throat.HeraisedhishandsignallingthatIfollow

himandIwasliterallyrunningbehindhimashe

tooksteps3atatime.

MynameisNkosazanaHlopheandthisismy

journeyofhowIwassuckedintotheworldofcrime.

ThingsthatIonlysawonTvandneverthoughtthat

itcouldbeme.

[10/05,07:11]Mukoko:Insert1:

Wewalkedintotheboardroomanditwasfullof

people.Istoodthereconfused,thedayidecideto

cometoworkwearingmyblacktracksuitsandand

sneakersisthedaythataminvitedtothe

boardroom.Everyonewasinauniformhereorsuits

orlookedsmartcasual.

Commander:Thisistheanalystthataddedthe10

crimesthatweareinvestigating.Shetheonethat



connectedthatallcrimesareconnectedasone.

Isawthecommissionerlookatmeupanddown

andsmiled.

Commissioner:Canshegetcleared?

Commander:Yesilldothatafterthemeeting.

Commissioner:GoodandIwanthermovedtothe

specialcrimesunitprivateheadquarters.

Commander:Gotit

Commissioner:NowyoungladyIneedyouto

explaintouswhyyouthinkthesecrimesareall

linked?

Ilookedateveryoneandclearedmythroat.

Me:Allcrimesaredonebyfivemembers.Theyall

doneunder10minutes.Nohostages,nogunsbut

somehowtheymanagetocalmlygeteveryoneto

operate.

Ilookedatthepicturewhereall5guyswereinan

elevatorandIpointedatitandzoomedit.

Me:Hereisthepictureoftheguysaftertheyrobbed



thejewelsthatwereworth5million.All5ofthem,

thatararepictureofseeingthemalltogether.I

zoomedanotherpictureandlookatthemhere.4of

themright?Butlookatthispicture.

Itwasapictureofaguywearingahat,bigglasses

andhishandwascoveringthelowerpartofhis

mouthashehadacomputerandanearpieceinhis

ear.

Me:Thatguynumber5.Thetechguy.Everyoneis

runningawayfromthebuildingafterafew

gunshotsbuthissittingtherelookingathislaptop

asifunawareofwhathappeninginsideoraround

him.Thismeansonething.Hiswiththem.

Ilookedattheroomandeveryonewasquiet.

Ilookedatthehugescreenandsmiled.

Me:Icangothroughallthecrimescenepictures

andonebyoneIcanpickthemout.Thetechguy

hardlygetinvolvedintheactionbuthisalways

there.Thanthereisthemuscles:icallhimthat

causehisthemoreaggressiveonewhoshoves

aroundpeoplemakingsurethathisorders.



Ipointedtothetallguywhoyoucantellworkedout

andeventhoughhisfullycoveredheadtotoeand

youcantseeathing,butyoucantellthathis

handsome.

Me:thisguyisthebrainsandtheboss.

Commissioner:whyyousayso?

Me:Apartthathehascleanedmanicuredhands.In

alltheclipsivwatchedandthepicturesivseen.He

alwaystalksandstandsinthecornerwhileMuscle

manshuffledpeopletosafety...thanthereisthe

panickier.

Ipointedtotheguywhoisalittlechubby.

Me:Theyjustlethimkeeptrackofthetimeand

staysbythedoorlookingtoseeifanythingpops

outandhisatalker.Inallthevideoshislipsare

moving.Thanthereishim.

Ipointedtothetallskinnyguy.

Me:Icallhimsleekcausehetheonethatdoes

mostoftheworkasfastandasefficientlyas

possible.Allthese5haveneverkilledinajoband



insteadallreportsfrompeopletheyhaveassaulted

saysthattheyusekindwordssuchas“please,

thankyou,sorry”whichshowsthattheyareno

regularthievesbutyoulookingforgentlemenwith

professionsorrandompeoplelikeyouandI.

Ikeptquietaseveryoneintheroomlookedatme.

Oneguyfromthebackgotup.Helookedlikehe

hasn’tsleptin5daysandisangrymakingme

sweatinmypants.

Him:SeeyouTomorrowNkosazana.HeLeftthe

roomandIlookedatcommissioner.

Commissioner:Thatthecaptainofthetaskforce

youwillbeworkingwith.Youheardthemansee

youthan.Inoddedasthesecretarywalkedmeto

thevettingoffice.Ican’tbelieveijustgota

promotion.Thisisgoingtobefun.

SomewhereinDurban

Wewereallsilentasthelittletinygirlspokeabout

us.Ntokozomytechguytappedintothesecurity



feedsofSAPSafterthecopwepaytokeeptabson

ourcrimestoldusaboutthemeetingthatSAPS

washavingwithspecialcrimesunits.

Mlungisi:Thatgirljustspokeaboutusasifshe

knewus.

IwasquietcauseMlualwayspanics.Ntokozonow

hadherprofileandpictureontheotherscreen.

Ntokozo:HernameisNkosazanaPearlHlope.She

is25yearsold.Graduatefromschoolwhenshe

was15yearsold.

Mlu:Ngivelengabomnaukuthisheisthosenerds.

Ntokozo:Didaspecialsystemdevelopingcourse

forayearthanwentintoforensicanalystinUJ

toppeditoffwithresearching.Basicallythechickis

allofusinoneapartthatsheisjustanormal

regulargirl.Sweetandkind.Hasnosocialmedia

buthasasisterthathasheronhersocialmedia.

Zola:Whatnow?

HewaslabeledasMrSleek.

Me:Nothing.



Ntokozo:Thespecialcrimesunitjustrecruitedher.

Me:She25

Zola:andinafewminuteshewasabletoanalyse

us.Whatcanshedoin2days,aweekoramonth

andwehaveagigthefollowingweek.Ifsheisas

goodaswhatwehaveheardorseen.Sheisgoing

tocatchusPhila!!

Me:Shewon’t

Xola:whatmakesyousaythat?

Me:Illfigureitoutguys.Webeeninthisfor10

yearsnow.Wenotgoingtoletalittlenerdfrom

SAPStobringusdown.Nowrelaxandgobackto

yournormaldayjobs.Willcontinuelater.Letme

think.

EveryoneleftapartZolaakasleekwhowasmyright

handmaninalltheclubsandshisanyamaweown

andmybestfriend.

Zola:Phila

Me:Hmmmm

Zola:Amgoingtokeepatagonher.Putafewguys



whereshestaystofollowheraroundandreport.

Me:Thankyou.

Itookaglassofwhiskeyanddrankitastheprinter

wasprintingoutherpicture.Itookitoutandlooked

atherandIfeltmyinsideturn....

[10/05,07:11]Mukoko:Insert2:

Nkosazana

Afterallthevettingandmillionquestionsipassed

theytestandwentdownstairstopackupmythings

andtookthealltomycar.Idrovehomein

excitement,gothometofindthehouseempty.I

checkedmyphoneandIsawIhadsomanymiss

callsfrommom.Icheckedmywhatappandshe

hassentamilliontextstellingmeaboutZoeybeing

inadomesticviolence.Ireallydon’tgetwhymy

familyisalwaysdoingthiswithher.Igothomeand

unpackedandthandrovetothehospitalwhereI

foundmymomfuming.

Me:Ma



Mom:Ivnevermeetsuchaselfishpersoninmylife.

Me:Ma

Mom:Don’tmame,whatiswrongwithyou?

Me:Ihadameetingatworkand....

Mom:justsaveit.Idon’twanttohearyourlame

excuse

Me:kodwanayeuZoey....

Mom:Amsickandtiredofyoulookingdownonyour

sister.

Me:Amnotlookingdownonher.Itsjustthatsheis

smarttoobutisn’tapplyingherselfandshealways

movingfromonebadguytothenextandyouguys

arealwaysheresupportingher.Shenevergoingto

learn...

Ifeltonehotclap.Ikeptquietandlookedatmy

fatherwholookedashamed.

Mom:Don’tyouevertalkaboutmychildlikethat.

Ikeptquiet,lookedatmyfatheronelasttimethan

turnedandleftheadinghome.Igottomyroomand



packedeverysinglethingthatiownanddidmy

beststuffingitinmycar.IwentnextdoortoMa

Dlaminispoketohersonoupa.

Oupa:Sho

Me:Canyoupleasehelpmeindrivingmewithyour

van.

Oupa:where?

Me:Idon’tknow,butfarfromhere.

Oupa:areyoumoving?

Me:Yes

Oupa:soyouneedaplace?

Me:yes

Oupa:afriendofminehasmovedoutofaCondo

nexttoAshleybridge.Icancallandfindoutifits

stillavailable.

Inoddedashecalledanditwasstillavailable.So

heaskedhisfriendsifIcanmoveinandhedidn’t

mind.Ihuggedhimashehelpedmemovedthings

intohiscar.Ipackedeverthingthatmines.Ishould



havedonethislongagowhenmomsaidOshould

sharehalfmysalarywithmysisterwhoisolder

thanmeandmorethancapableoftakingcareof

herself.Ilockedthehouseandgateanddroveoffto

thatcondo.

Phila

MyphonewasringingandIanswered.

Me:Hello

Guy:shewasvettedtodayforthespecialcrimesas

anprofilerandanalysist.Theycreatingateamthat

willbedealingwithyourcasesandhavetheDistrict

AttorneyLindaMkhontotakingthecase.

Me:Thanks.

Ihungupandwalkedtowardsmycarwhebthe

phonerangagain.

Me:Yes

Guy:Sheonthemove,ithinkshemovingfromhere.

Me:followthemandupdateme.



Guy:Cool

IgotinanddrovetotheclubwhereIfoundtheguys

inmyofficewaiting.

Me:Hey

Everyone:Sho.

Me:IgotnewsthatourlawyerisLindaMkhonto.

Zola:Holyshit.

Me:Exactly.

Mlu:Whowegoingtogetasourswhenlittlemiss

Thingcatchesus?

Me:Shenotcatchingus

Ntokozo:Than?

Me:Ineedyouguystostaycalm,wehavegotthis

okay.

Theyallnodded.

Me:Nowletgooverthebankheistplans.

Theyrolledoutthechartandwewentoverthe

plansagain.CausenextTuesdayweweredoing



thisjob.

Nkosazana

Itswasclosetomidnight.Myphonehasbeen

ringingoffthehookfrommymotherandivbeen

ignoringit.Amsonotabouttohavedramawithher,

franklyivtoleratedherdramafortoolong.Ifinished

packingmybeautifulspaceanditwaslookinglike

moreofahome.Idecidedtodrivetothe24hours

steersatMusgraveandgetsomethingtoeat.I

orderedandwaitedthandroveback.Somethingin

medecidedthatIpasstheroutewheretheydrove

whentheywerehittingthejewelsshop.Idrove

aroundthereandstoppedattheintersectiondueto

therobots.Icalculatedtheminutesitclosedand

wrotethemdownandcalculatedtheminutesit

opened.Thandroveofftothehousewatchedthe

videosonthedaytheywereattackingthejewels

storeandsawthattherobotswereopeningfor

longerontheroadsthattheyweredrivingon.I

calculatedanditwas6minutesmorethanmytime.



“sotheycontrollingtraffictoo.”

ItookmyphoneandlookedforcaptainNkosi

numberandfoundit.

Nkosi

MyphonewasringingandIlookedattheunknown

number.

Me:Yeah

Voice:ItsaNkosazanasir

Me:Yeah?

Nkosazana:Theycontrollingtraffic.Amwatching

videosrightnowandallrobotsareopening6more

minutesforthemtobeabletocutthrough.Soit

meansthattheyjammingtherobotsorhackingto

thesystems.IllneedtogototherobotscentresoI

cangettheIpnameofthepersondoingthis.

Me:Youwokemeupatmidnighttotellmethis?

Nkosazana:Sorry,goodnight

Me:Callmeagaininthemorningandtellmethis



again.Getsomesleep....

[10/05,07:11]Mukoko:Insert3:

Nkosi

Iwasbusyrunningthevideosasthegirlsaid.She

wasrightallrobottimingis6minutemorethanit

usualtime.JustasIwasdoingcrossreferencing

everyfootageshebustedinlookinglikehell.She

hadonbrownpants,yellowtopandgreenshoes

withagreenblazerthathadbananasallover.She

lookedfunkyandgoofy.Shehadherbrowncase

bagandhadthosebignerdyglasses.Istoodthere

lookingather.

Me:Nkosazana!!!

ShelookedupandwalkedfasttowardsmeasI

walkedintothesmallroomthatweuseacaseroom.

Me:Youlate!

Nkosazana:Actuallyamearly.Shedroppedher

caseonthechairandlookedatme.Thanquickly

draggedmewithmyhandsandrunwithmetothe



ladiesroom.Yestheladiesroomandshechecked

allthestallsandsawitwasempty.Closedthedoor

andstoodtherelookingatme.

Me:Mindsharingwhyweintheladiesroom.

Nkosazana:Ihackedyourphone,computerand

bankingdetails.

Me:Youdidwhat?

Nkosazana

Myheartwaspounding.IhadtooafterIcame

acrossarecordingofoneoftheheistwhereIheard

oneoftheguysremindingtheothertocheckwith

theypoliceintel.Soihadtomakesurethatmynew

bossisclean.Nowhimshoutingatmeismaking

meregretdoingso.

Me:Ihadtomakesureyouarenottheleak

Nkosi

Ilookedathernowinterestedineverythingshehas



tosay.

Me:Goon

Nkosazana:Theyhavealeakherinthedepartment

soIstartedmyowninvestigation.

Me:On?

Nkosazana:Yourspecialcrimesteam

Me:andwhatdidyoufind?

Nkosazana:all6ofyouguysareclean.Noheavy

sumsofmoneyinthelast10years.Nolife

changingthingsthatmightshowanyofyouare

dirty.

Me:Okay.Nowthatyouhaveestablishedthat,why

areyouhere?

Nkosazana

Ilookedatmynewbossforsometimeandkept

quiet.

Nkosi:Talk



Me:areyoualwaysthisgrumpy?

Nkosi:no,butyounottalkingismakingmegrumpy.

Me:Wellicheckedyouguysbutnotthewholeforce.

Theinformationwereceivedhaspassedsomany

departmentssoanyoneinthisbuildingmayhave

accessofit.Thatmeanswehavetocheckevery

saps,specialcrimes,forensicandrookiestosee

whoisgettinglumpsumsofmoneyandthatcould

takemonthstodo.

Nkosi

Ilookedatthisyounggirlthatambeginningtolike.

Sheonlyherefortwodaysandalreadyshedoing

groundshakinginvestigating.Ivbeensearchingfor

theseguysfortenyearsandIvneverbeenthis

close.

Me:Sowhatdoyousuggest?

Nkosazana:Wespreadwordthatweoffthecase

duetolackofinformation.Thanweaskthe

commissionerandthecommandertofindusasite



offbookthatwecanusetocontinuewithour

investigation.Wethangothrougheverydetailofthe

caseandevidenceandseewhichisnew

information,whichisfactsandwhichisinformation

thatmeanttothrowusoff.

IsmiledatherasIwaslovingthischild.

Me:andtheyhavebeenhidingyouinthebasement

allalong!!

Shegrinnedandsomeoneknocked.Sheopenedthe

doorandweleftgoingintheofficetospeaktoour

commander.

[10/05,07:11]Mukoko:Insert4:

Nkosazana

TodaywasSundayandIwasnotgoingtoworkon

thingssoIwasjustgoingtooutthroughstuffinthe

houseandmaybebuyafewthingswithmysavings.

Iwokeupandworemyshortsandhatsandclosed

thedoorgoingtotheprivatebeach.

Itookawalkjusttoclearmyheadwithallthe



dramahappeninginmylife.Iwalkedclosertowere

therockswereandgotuptoitandsattherejust

soakinginthesunasIkeptonhearingbottles

clingingtotherocks.Ilookedaroundandsaw3

bottlesthereandpickedthemup.Theywereclear

andhadnoteandasmallblueRosethatattackedto

thelid.Ipickedthemallupandslowlywalkedback

tothehouse.Placedthemonthetableandtooka

longshowerchangedintoadressmademyself

somehotchocolateandamuffinsatdownonmy

couchandtookawineopenertakingthescrewout.

Tookallthe3Bluerosesandputtheminaglassof

water.Itookthesmallplasticwiththenoteoutand

Iopeneditandasmallroughrockdroppedoutofit

whenIopenedthenote.

“Itsyourluckyday,Ihopemysinsgivesyoumore

thanjustamealtoday

Signed:Live ”

Itookouttheletterfromthesecondbottleandout



camethemoststunningringever.

Note:“itsyourluckyday,Ihopemysinstoday

turnsyourgirlfriendintoawifeormakesyoua

coupleofthousandsricher

Signed:Live ”

MyheartwasnowpoundingasIopenedthelast

noteanatwosmallpearsrolledintomyhands.

“Itsyourluckyday,Ihopemysinstodayturnsyour

sorrowsintoyesterdaynews

Signed:Live ”

Ilookedatthe3itemsconfusedandwenttothe

kitchenplacedmymugandsaucerinthesinkand

thanitclickedinmyhead3heist.Onewasjewellery

shopweretheystolebillionsworthofthings.One

wasaroughdiamondsexpertofficeandonewasa

pearlsexpertshop.Mymindwasbuzzing,this



couldbefromthemembersoftheheist.Idashed

outofthehouserunningtothoserockslookingfor

7morebottles.Icouldn’tbreathewithmychest

poundingsoloudoutoftheexcitementthanIfound

5ofthemandtheyallhadbluerosesandI

screamedinexcitementrunningtothehouse

puttingtheminabag.Maybeforensicwillbeable

tofindsomethingintheseones.Itookmyphone

andcalledNkosi.

Nkosi

IlookedatmyphoneitwasNkosazana.Doesn’t

thischildsleeps.Iignoreditandshecalledagain.

Me:Thisbetterbegoodchild

Nkosazana:youwillnotbelievemyluch

Me:Amhangingup.

Nkosazana:Nowait.Canwemeetplease

Me:Justspeak

Nkosazana:No,canwemeet!



SheraisedhervoiceandIsnappedoutofit.Thisis

huge.

Me:Okay.Comeovertomyhouseilltextyouthe

address.

Nkosazana:Dont,iknowit.ShehangupasIlooked

aroundmytinyapartmentandstartedcleaningall

thealcoholicbottlesandtakeouts.

Ntokozo

Ihadtheyphonestaggedandtheminuteshemade

acallitcamethroughmyphoneandIsimplylisten

tobothconversationswhilemyphonerecordsit.

Thecallwasweirdandshortbutsomethingtells

mesheknowsaboutphonesgettingtagged.I

wonderwhatwassoimportantthatshemeeting

him.Isenttherecordingtoeveryoneinourgroup.

Text:Maybeamjustbeingtosuspiciousbuttellme

thisisanormalcallthatshemakin isentitand

wentbacktosleep.WhyisPhilanotdealingwith

thisthreatthesamewaywehavedealtwiththreats

before?....



Goodnight

[10/05,07:11]Mukoko:Insert5:

Phila

Ireadthetexttwiceandlistenedtothevoicenote

twice.IcalledNtokozo

Ntokozo:Boss

Me:sheisafreak,shedoesn’thaveanysocial

media.Hernumberisnotevenlisted.Soobviously

shehasathingwithtechnology.

Ntokozo:Whyisn’tshedead?

Me:Whyshouldshebedead?

Ntokozo:youneveraskquestions,youshotfirst

andaskquestionslater.

Me:Whyissheworryingyousomuch?

Ntokozo:Idon’tknowbro,butsomethingabouther

thatmakesmego“no”



Me:Sheisjusta25yearoldbasementanalyst.

Nowdidyoufindanythingaboutusintheydata

base?

Ntokozo:No

Me:Remindagainwhyyousweat?

Ntokozo:Wewillcomebyat9amtoworkoutthe

planfortomorrow.

Me:Cool,Igotyougenius

Ntokozo:Iknow.

Me:Illseeyou.

Ihungupandtookashowergettingreadyforwork,

IgotdressedinmysuitsasZolaknocked.Hedrives

meforimportantmeetingsasmyguard.

Zola:hey

Me:Hi

Zola:welligotthetextfromNtokozo.

Me:notthisagainguys

Zola:Youdoingthingsinadifferentway



Me:Iknow,wecan’tkilleveryoneguys.Oneslight

interestinourdirectionsandwegunblazing.Come

onguys.Itookmyphoneandwedroveofftalking

aboutwork.

Me:Stopatthiscoffeeshopplease.

HestoppedandIgotoff

Me:wantanything?

Zola:Coffee

Iwalkedofftothestoreandstoodtherewaitingfor

myturnwhenIsawherbythecoffeeshopatthe

cornerlookingsoengrossedinherpapers.I

broughtmycoffee’sandlwalkedtoherpickedupa

pieceofpaperthathadfellfromherdeskandputit

onhertableandshelookedup.

Nkosazana

IlookedupjustastheOceansmellofaperfume

wasnearmeandlordbeholdthemosthandsome

guyiveverseenwasstandingthere.Hehadona

suitandhadadragonheadshowingonhisneck



makinghimlookalittlegangsterish.

Him:Youdroppedthis

Ilookedatthepaperandsmiled.AmsureIlook

funny.

Me:Thanks

Him:Phila

Me:Nkosazana

Zola

Iturnedmyheadandthroughtheglassestherehe

waslookingatherandtalking.Itookoutmyphone

andcalledNtokozo.

Me:Sho

Ntokozo:Yeah

Me:Ithinkhehasaplan

Ntokozo:Who?

Me:Phila

Ntokozo:About?



Me:Thegirl

Ntokozo:whyyousaythat?

Itookthecametookapictureandsentittohim

Ntokozo:Holyfuck!!

Me:YesHollyfuckindeed.

Phila

“wellnicetomeetyouNkosazana,enjoytherestof

yourday”

Nkosazana:Youtoo

Iturnedandlefthertheregoingtothecar.Andgave

Zolahiscup.

Zola:Whattooksolong?

Me:Imeetourdetective.Shestillworkingonthe

case,shehadourfilesofallthecrimesandshe

wasfocusedonthecaseofthejewellerystore.The

hitwerewemade1.4billionandhasafewthings

colouredinthenotes.Nowitseitherourcontactin

thereislyingorshesmartenoughtoplaythisclose



toherchest.

Zola:Shit...yougotallthatfromstandingtherefor

twominute?

Me:Shenottheonlysmartone.Ineedafavour

fromyou.

Zola:Yeah

Me:Hookupwithyourgirlplease.

Zola:Who?

Me:LindaMkhonto.

Zola:Ohfuckno...hellno!!!

Me:itstheonlywaywecangettoseeifthey

prosecutingornot.

Zola:No!!!

Me:Thinkaboutit....

Sanibonani

[10/05,07:12]Mukoko:Insert6:



Phila

ThedrivetothemeetingIwasthinkingabouther.

Thewayhereyesweresobrightwithintelligence.

Youcouldseefromafarthatsheisageeknerd.

Shehadherhairinabunandwaswearingthose

bignerdglasses.Heroutfitwasactuallyhilarious

shewaswearingblackstockingsthathadcherries

everywhereandshehadonablackdresswithared

cardigan.Shelookedcutethough.Ilookedto

everyonelookingatme.

Me:Sorrydidyouguyssaysomething?

Nkosazana

IsattherewatchedhimgetinhisblackBMWand

driveoff.Theguywassizzlinghot,hehadshorthair.

Anamazingsmileandperfectwhiteteeththatwere

straightandhewastallandmuscularandand

and....thixowamie!!!

Igotuptookmyfilesandmadesureamnotleaving

anythingandlefttotheofficegotthereearlierthan

everyone.Myphonerand.



Me:Hello

Voice:Thisisthefirstnationalbank

Me:Yes

Voice:weseeactivitywithyoutryingtouseyoura

thatwasreportedlost.

Me:When?

Voice:NowatMegacity

Me:DidInotblockthecard?

Voice:Itsstillshowsactiveonthesystem.

Me:Pleaseblockit.

Igotontheappandmovedallmymoneyintomy

savingssotheactiveaccountisempty.

Me:WillIbeabletoseethecamerafootageplease?

Voice:Willhavetocometothebankandfillinthe

formsthatwillallowusaccess.

Me:Istomorrowfine?

Voice:Is11amokay?

Me:Yesandthankyou,kindlyfreezemyaccounttill



icometheretomorrow.

Voice:Willdo.EnjoyyourdayMissHlophe.They

hangupandIwalkedtocaptainNkosiofficehe

lookedfreshertoday.

Me:Boss

Nkosi:IfIwasn’tgoingtobechargedwith

harassmentIwouldhavekissedyou

Me:Okay...why?

Nkosi:Thebottlesarefromthecrimes.Youseewith

eachcrimetheyalwaysleftanotetothemanager,a

simple“Sorrybutthankyou”Thatinformationwe

nevergavetoanyoneoutoffearofleaks.Anyways

wegavethelettersfromthebottletotheexpects

andtheymatchedit.Itsafuckenmatchgirl!!!The

samepersonwhowrotethosenotesisthesame

personwiththesebottles.

Wewerebothscreamingandjumpingupanddown

andslowlycalmeddown.

Nkosi:Youafuckengenius,wherewereyou10

yearsago?



Me:School?

Webothlaughed.

Nkosi:Ineedyoutotaketheinformationtothe

DistrictsAttorneyOfficeandlayitalloutfoher.

Me:Thatcoolwithme.

Nkosi:Thankyou

Me:For?

Nkosi:givingmehope.Itsbeen10yearsofhittinga

brickwallandnow.Nowthingsarebetter.Sothank

you

Me:Letcatchthemfirstbossandcelebrate

afterwards.Hesmiledandhelookedlikeanormal

person.Iturnedandwalkedout.

Zoey

IlookedatthecardthatItookfrommysisterbag

andthrewitinthebin.WherethehellamIgoingto

getmoney?EversinceNkosazanahasleftthings

aretensebetweenmomanddad.Momisstillbeing



thatsupportiveparentbutdadhaswithdrawnbit

andishidinghisvaluableslikecrazy.Istoodthere

thinkingwhattodonextsoIcangetmynextfix.

Phila

ThedrivehomewassilentasZoladroppedmeoff

andheleft.IfoundMluinmyapartmentpacing.

Me:Whatnow?

Mlu:ShewasattheDistrictoffices

Me:Who?

Mlu:Thegirl!!

Me:Today?

Mlu:Rightnow.SoIpackedupthingsinmyoffice

andleft.

Ilookedatmyprimaryschoolfriendwhowas

pacingnow.

Me:Youdoknowyouworkatthedistrictoffice!

Mlu:Yes



Me:Andpeoplefromalldepartmentscomesthere.

Mlu:Yes

Me:Soherbeingtheredoesn’tmeanshetheretose

theDistrictattorneyItsthedistrictoffice.Theyarea

milliondepartmentsthere.Justlikeyour

departmentforinstance.Youinengineeringright?

Mlu:Iknowyouthinkampanickingfornothingbut

thatgirlisinvestigatingusandsheisdoingitday

andnight!!...

[10/05,07:13]Mukoko:Insert7:

Nkosazana

IwalkedintoherofficeandIfeltsosmall.Istood

therewaitingforherandthanshewalkedinwith

highheels,apencilskirtandshirt.Herweavewas

asslongandshestoodtherestudyingmeheadto

toethanshebrokeintothemostkindestsmiles

ever.

Linda:MorningNkosazana

Me:Hi



Linda:captainsaysishouldbereadytohavemy

mindblownaway.

Iblushedasshesatacrossofme

Phila

TheguyswereherenowandMluwasdrinking.

Mlu:Ithinkweshouldpostponetheheisttomorrow

Xola:Howwillwegetthecodesagain?

Zola:Ithinkweallpanicking,canwebreathe.

Mlu:Thisgirlwillcatchus.Markmywords

Me:areyouguysdone?

Everyonewasquite.

Me:wedotwoheistsayearforthisreason.We

spentsixmonthsworkingtowardsthisforareason.

Wedoingtheheistandifwegetcaught,illdealwith

itokay?

Guys:Okay

Me:NowletgothroughtheFirstnationalbank



securitymeasures.

Nkosazana

Igothomesoexhausted.Imadenoodlesoupand

tookalongshowertofindmyphoneringing.I

pickedupandanswered.

Me:oupa

Oupa:ayntwana,yourmomcameheredemanding

ukuthiukuphi,itsbeenaweekungafonanga.(you

havegoneaweekwithoutcalling)

Me:whatyoutoldher?

Oupa:nothingntwana

Me:Thanks,illcomeseethemtomorrow.

Oupa:sho,yougood?

Me:Yeahamgood.Thanksforthecheckup.

Oupa:Noproblem.

IhungupworemyPjandwenttosleep.



Phila

Iwokeupearly.TodaywasTuesdaythedayofthe

heist.Ipackedthegunsandclothesthatweusing.

Bookedthehotelthatwegoingtobetakinga

showeratafterthecrime.Thenlefttoourmeetup

pointwherewegoingtobeusingthecaretogoto

thebank.

Nkosazana

Ilefttheofficearound10:30amdrovetotheFirst

nationalbankofficesandbranch.Iparkedaround

thecornerandslowlywalkedinasmyphonerang.

Me:AmatthebankNkosi

Nkosi:Coolwilltalkwhenyouback

Me:cool

Ihungupandwalkedinandwalkedtothefront

whereIgavemynumberfortheappointmentand

theyshowedmewhichdoortogettoo.Idid

everythingthatIneededtodoandthankedherand

left.Ican’tbelievemyownsisterwilldomelikethat



,iwipedmytearswalkingjustasFourguyswalked

poppedoutofnowherewithgunsintheyhands

screamingforeveryonetogetdownwhileguns

shotswentupintheair.Iclosedmyeyesand

listenedtomyheartbeating.

Guy:Ifyouthinkthatbeingaherowillsaveyou.No

juststopwhateveryouthinkokay?

Thantherewerefeetrunningeverywhereas2ofthe

guysdisappeared.

Voice:Noweveryonehandsup,thiswilltake2

minute.

MyheartwasringinginmyearsasIopenedmy

eyesandlookedattheguy.Hisheight,andjustlike

thattheperfumehitmeupandIclosemyeyes

thinkingwhereismeltitfrombutjustcouldn’t

remember.Iopenedthemashespoke.

Voice:1minuteleft.

Ilookedathimcloserandherturnedmywayand

thereIsawit.Adragontonguepointingoutofhis

collar.Theothertwoguyswalkedoutwith3bags

fullofmoneyIthinkandIreallydon’tknowwhatgot



inmebutIsawmyselfstandjustastheother3

guyspointedtheygunsonmeastheotherby

standersstartedscreaminginfear.

Me:Phila!!!

Iwhisperedandhelookedatmewithshockinhis

eyes.....

[10/05,07:13]Mukoko:Insert8:

Phila

IlookedatherasMlustartedpanicking.

Mlu:Holyshit,ngishilo.

Zola:weneedtogo

IstoodtherelookingatherandItookoutmycuffs

andcuffedher.Wenttoaladywhohadascarf

aroundherneck.

Me:turnaround.

Shedidandiblindedher.Andmovedlookingat

everyonewhowaslookingatusinfear.



Me:Noonemovesandcountto20beforeyoucall

thecops...gotit?OrIkillher.Itookoutaknifeand

placeditonherneckcuttingherabitnothingdeep,

ijustwantedbloodtoshowandtheyscreamed.

Ntokozoinmyear.

Ntokozo:youneedtomoveboss.

Igrabbedherovermyshoulderandshewaslight

pickedupthebagandmovedwiththeguys.Wegot

inthecaranddroveoff

Nkosi

Thephonerangandipickedup.

Me:what?

Voice:theyhitthefirstnationalbankoftheydeposit

boxesthatcarryjewellery.Thatareinsuredandare

above50kwelookingat8billionworthofjewellery.

IhungupandstartedcallingNkosazana.

Phila



Herphonerang.

Mlu:holyfuck

Imovedandtookherphoneoutandthrewitoutof

thewindow.

Me:Changeofplansguys.Gotomybeachhouse.

Wedroveinsilence.Shewasn’tspeakinglikehow

anypanickedpersonwouldbutwascalm.Wegotto

myhouseIpickedheroutofthecarandwalked

withhertotheloungeIplacedherbythesofaand

walkedwiththeguystothekitchenwhereeveryone

eruptedallatonce.

Nkosazana

IcouldhearthemarguinginhushtonesandIjust

sattherecountingfrom1till20overandoveragain.

Anythingtocalmmedown,whatonearthwasI

thinkingcallinghim.Imustbethemoststupid

personever.Nextthingheremovedmywrapper

andIlookedinto5faceslookingatme.Theone

thatIknewisapanickierpacingupanddown.



Phila:Nkosazana

Heremovedmycuffsandilookedathimconfused.

Phila

Shelookedatusandkeptquietforsometime.

Mlu:Shenottalking

Xola:calmdownbafo.

Mlu:whyisn’tshetalking?

Nkosazana:hi

IsawMlubreathe.

Nkosazana

Ilookedatthem.Theywerenormalcivilguysin

suits.Ireallydon’tgetit,whydotheysteal.

Phila

Ntokozo:hi



Nkosazana:youmustbethetechguy...shelooked

atXola...

“muscleguy”

ShelookedatMlu

“engineersandorganise”

TurnedtoZola

“gunsandfastthinker”

Thanlookedrightatme.

“Thebrainsandkiller”

Ilookedrightbackather.

Nkosazana

Therewereallquiteasthetechguycamewitha

plasterandgavemetoputonmyneck.Itookitand

appliedtheplaster.

Phila:Wantanything?

Mlu:whyareweofferingheranything?Sheisacop

Me:technicallyamnot



Theyalllookedateachotherandthanatme.

Me:acopissomeonewhowentfortrainingand

canarrestpeopleandownsagunthatcanshoot

criminals,amjustananalyst.Nogun,notraining.

Mlu:Butyouhaveabadge?

Me:yestohelpmegetinformationwhenIneedit.

Mlu:Thanyouacop.

Me:thatmakesyouacoptoo.

Theroomwentsilentashestartedpanicking.

Mlu:sheknowsmeguy...ohmygoshshefucken

knowswhoIam.

Phila:Justcalmdownandletmethink

Xola:nahbosssheneedstogo

Phila:wouldeveryonejustshutthehellup!!

Heraisedisvoiceandweallkeptquietashelooked

atmeandIclosedmyeyes.

Nkosi



Itsbeenonehellofaday.Nkosazanawastaken

aftershewhisperedsomething.Noneofthe

witnessesknowwhatshesaidthatgottherobbers

freakedandtakingherhostage.Inallofthecrimes

theyhavenevertakenanhostagewhynow?And

whyher?Iwatchedthevideooverandover....

[10/05,07:13]Mukoko:Insert9:

Zoey

Igothometofindneighbourseverywhereanddad

inastretcher.

Me:Whathappening?

Mom:Yoursisterwaskidnapped

Me:Nkosazana?

Mom:Yes

Me:Anddad?

Mom:hadaminorheartattackafterhearingthe

news

Me:Cameras?



Mom:newpeople.

Irantothebedroomtookaquickshoweranddid

myhairandputvickvapourinmyeyes.IfIwantto

beintvimustshowthemanactofalifetimeand

nowistime.

Nkosazana

MyinsideswereshakingbutIrememberreading

somewherethatIshouldn’tshowthemanywhere

thatamscaredandthatwhatIplanondoing.Am

notsurewhoswitchedonthetvbutthecopswere

onsceneandjustthanafootageofmydadbeing

rolledoutinstretchershowedandafullblown

pictureofmewasoneverchannelastheychanged

ittalkingaboutmykidnapandarewardforanyone

withinformation.

SomewhereinDurban

Ilookedcloselyatthescreenandmyheartskipped

abeat,myhusbandwalkedinwithoursonNkosana



13andDaughterNtokaziwhois28yearsold

Nkosana:Mamashelookslikeyou.

Jacklookedatmeandthescreenandatearrolled

downhiseyes.25yearsagoourdaughterwas

stollenfromthehospitallikeshejustvanishedfrom

thenursery.Nooneknewwhereshewentorwho

tookher.Wholestuffwasinvestigatedandtillto

datetheyneverfoundher.Iquicklytookdownthe

numberofthecaptainandcalledhim.

Nkosi

Ianswered.

Me:Yeah

Therewasbreathingontheotherside.

Me:Youbettertalkrightnoworforeverholdyour

piece.

Voice:Ithinksheisamissingcasechild.

Me:Who?

Voice:Nkosazana,thegirlonmytv?Ithinksheis



mydaughterthatwentmissing25yearsago.

Icouldn’tbelievemyears,whatthefuckdidthis

childpulledmeinto.

Phila

Mlu:Wehavetokillhernow,chopherupand

discardhereverywhere.Sheknowsus,fucksake

sheknowswhereyoustay.

Nkosazana:Iwonttell

Weallturnedtolookather.

Nkosazana

Ihadtheattentionnow,ihavetogaintheytrust.

Me:IpromiseIwon’ttell

Mlu:Wonttellwhat?

Me:Iwonttellthemwhoyouare,wecanjust

pretendthatallthisneverhappened.

Phila:really?



Me:yes,illgohomeandturnupatworklikethis

neverhappenedandwhenaskedillsayIdon’t

remember

Mlu:Andyourcase?TheDA.Youthinkyousmart

wena.

Me:Igiveyoumyword.Illneverturnyouin.

Philalookedatmeforasecondthanlookedathis

guys.

Phila:hereistheplan,takethejewelleryas

discussed.Goonasbusinessasusualandilldeal

withthis.

Ntokozo:How?

Philawalkedclosertothem.

Phila:Rememberwhateverhappensnoneofyou

aregoingtojail.

Zola:Noneofusaregoingtojail.

Mlu:Promise?

Phila:Promisejustgoonasnormal.Ntokozocheck

anynotestheputonthesystem.Mlugobeearson



whathappeningontheinvestigation.Xolagocheck

ifweleftanythingatthescenceandZolagospeak

toyourgirlfriend.

Me:Whoishisgirlfriend?

TheyallturnedasiftheyhaveforgottenthatIwas

there.Trustmybigmouthtosayandaskstupid

things.Zolalookedatmeandgrinnedthescariest

smiles

Mlu:Don’ttellher

Zola:shedyinganyways...ItsLindaMkhonto

Amsuretheshockonmyfacewasenough.

Me:wewerenevergoingtocatchyouguys.

Phila:Yethereyouare!!!...

[10/05,07:14]Mukoko:Insert10:

Nkosazana

EveryoneleftandIwasleftwithPhila.He

disappearedforsometimeandIstoodthere.I

wasn’tcuffed,wasn’tblindfoldediwaslikeaguest.



Istoodthereforsometimeandthanwalkedaround

untilistoodinfrontofthegreatestpantingofall

time.TheMonaLisa,iknewitwasn’tfakewhenI

movedclosertoit.

Phila:Beautifulisn’tit?

Iturnedandjusttherenexttohim“Thekissby

Gustavklimt”wasthereandIranandstoodthere.

Me:OhmyGod,isthistheKiss?

Phila:youknowyourart

IstoodinthemiddleofthepassageandInoticedit

wasartcollectionofallthefamouspaintingsand

mybonestoldmethatthesearenotfake.Theyreal

butthemuseumshavefakeandtheydon’teven

knowit.

Me:growingupIwasdifferentthantheotherkids

andsoreadingwasmything.Irememberonce

wantingtobeapainterbutthanGodnevergifted

mewiththeabilitytodrawnorpaint.

Phila:Isee

Me:Youliterallyhavebillionshangingonyourwalls



Phila:theartofstealingdidpayoff.

Me:andhowdidyoumanageit?

Phila:amnoDavincibutmyworkisbeingadmired

allovertheworld.

Iturnedandlookedathim.

Me:yousayingthatyouforgedallthesepaintings

attheyrespectivemuseums?

HenoddedandIturned.Somethingabouthimwas

comforting,ishouldbescaredsincehisadmitting

tobeingatheftandforgermeaningthathegoingto

killmecausenocriminalwilljustadmitthatand

allowmetoleavehishomewithmyheartbeating.

Phila

Me:howdidyouknowitwasme?

Sheblushedandlookedatthepaintings.

Nkosazana:yourperfumeatfirst.

Me:mywhat?



Ilookedatherconfused.

Nkosazana:yourperfume,ivnevermeetsomeone

withthatmusky,spicyscent.

Me:Oh

Nkosazana:Thanyouturnedandthedragontongue

showedandIknewitwasyoucausethattimewe

meetyourtattoointriguedme.

Me:isthatso?

Nkosazana:Yeah.

Me:somyperfumeandtattoogotmecaughtby

someonewhohasonlybeenonthejobforaweek?

Shesmiledgivingmethemostperfectpicture

perfectsmile.Shereallywasremarkablybeautiful.I

shookmyheadwantingtobemoreclear,causeshe

reallymakingmelosemymind.

Nkosazana

Phila:Yousomethingelse

Me:soivbeentold.CanIaskyouaquestion?



Wewerenowinhisopenplanstainlessgreykitchen.

Iswearitlookedlikenoonehasevercookedinhere.

Istoodthereadmiringtheneatnessofeverything

ashemovedaboutfreely.

Phila:Yourquestion

Me:Whythiskindofwork?Whystealwhenclearly

youhavebrainsandcouldworkanywhere.

Hesmiledlookingatmeandifeltataginmyheart

andIlookedatfloor.

Phila:itsallstartedasaneedtolive.Hereiwas

doingmy3rdinvarsitytobecomethebestsurgeon

doctorintheworldthanIlostmymomanddadina

matterofminutesinacaraccident.Myworldended,

mylovelymotherwasthebestcardiologistinSouth

AfricaandmydadwasthebestSurgeoninthe

worldbuttheybothhadgamblingproblems.Long

storyshorttheydiedleftmeindebtsandIhadno

moneyforschool.Myfriendshelpedwherethey

couldbutitwasn’tenough.Ihadtowatchmyhome

betakenapartpiecebypiecebythebanks.My

motherfriendsgavemehandoutswheneverthey



sawmefeelingsorryforwhoIamuntilonedayone

oftheminvitedmetotheyhomeandIstoleaspoon.

Me:aspoon?

Hesmiledgivingmethosegoosebumps

Phila:Doyouknowhowmuchasilverspoonis

worth?

Ishookmyheadno.

Phila:240randsdependingwhereyoupawnit.And

thatcoveredmefortwoweeksworthoffood.So

everyweekillgototheyhomefordinnerparties

andIllstealafewspoonsandpawnit.IfIneededa

bookorsomethingforschoolormylife.Illgotoany

oftheyridiculouspartiesandstealafewspoons

andthanpawnit.ThathowIsurvivedayearof

schooltilligotmybursarythinkingthatlifewas

sortedbutitwasn’t.Xolamomgotsick,icameup

withaplantohelpgethimhismoneytohelp.Zola

dadgotdeepinloansharks,Icameupwithaplan

tohelphimwiththat.Ntokozobursarydroppedhim

inhislastyearandhismomstartedpanicking,i

cameupwithaplantohelphimstayinschool.Mlu



hasanxietyproblemsthatcomesfromalifeof

traumaandIcameupwiththeplanofremoving

himfromthatbrokenhome.

Me:How?

Helookedatmeandchoppedhistomatoes.

Phila:Ishotabulletbetweenhisrapistofafather

andplantedthegunonhismotherhandandleft

withhimleavingherwiththeordealofexplaining

howdidsheallowherhusbandtorapetheychild

foryearsandherwithoutfightingback.

Wewerebothquietforsometime.

Me:Youalwaystakingcareofothers.Whatabout

you,whotakescareofyou?

Phila:God...

IlookedathimconfusedandIknowhesawthatbut

hetookaplateplacedmysandwichandpassedit

tomeandIknewthattheconversationwasover

whenhetookabiteofhisfood...
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Nkosi

Ihadthemissingchildfileandalltheinformation

asIdrovetoBalittotothefamilyhomeofthecele

family.Igottothedriveandbuzzedastheyallowed

meinandIwalkedtothedoorandthereshewas,

theexactreplicaofNkosazana.Ittookmeaminute

tojuststandthereandnotthinkitsher.

Lady:Thankyouforcoming

Evenhervoicewaslikehers.

Me:Uhmitsapleasure.Igotinandsettledona

sofathatcostmorethanthecarthatamdriving.

Nkosazana

WefinishedeatingandIwashedthedishesand

helpedhimdryitoff.

Me:Areyougoingtokillme?

Thatjustcameoutofnowhere.

Phila:Doyouwantmetoo?

Me:No



Phila:whynot?

Me:Idon’twanttodieyet.

Phila:areyougoingtoarrestme.

Thattookmeback.

Me:Itsmyjob

Phila:lookslikewewearebothjustdoingourjobs

than

Me:Soyougoingtokillme?

Phila:webothjustdoingourjobsright?

Ilookedathimfrustrated.

Me:Whystealagain?Youandyourfriendsareboth

wellofnow.Whystealagain?

Hekeptquietandlookedatme.

Phila:Doyouknowthatthegovernmentbudget

onlycatersfortherichnotthepoor?

Me:how?

Phila:haveyoueverbeeninthedeepruralareas?

Me:No.



Phila:thanyounotgoingtoseemypoint.Am

merelyjusthelpingoutwhereIcan.YesIdon’t

donateallthemoneysomeikeepformypersonal

gainbutstill.Itsgoesalongway,myfoundation

hashelpedpeoplewhohavestoppedprayingfor

biggerbetterdays.Ithasbroughthopetopeople,

kidsandgrandparentsthathavegivenup.

Me:whyareyounotalloversocialmedia

Phila:andhaveeverysingledepartmentinvestigate

me?Nahamgood.

Me:Butitsstolenmoney.

Phila:whenyouhavebeenhungryfor3days,its

doesn’tmatterwherethemoneycomesfrom.Are

youreadytogo?

Ilookedathimconfused.

Me:where?

Phila:Youshallsee.

Nkosi



Ilookedatthefamilyaftertheytoldmeabouthow

thebabydisappeared.

Me:Areyouokaywithtakingsomebloodsamples

sowecandoDNAtesting?

Mrcele:Yes

Me:Thankyou.Illbeintouchaftertheresultsbut

fornowwehaveeverycoplookingforher.Wethink

shesafesincetheguyshaveneverkilledbefore.

MrsCele:Thefamilythatontv?

Me:isherfamily

MrsCele:weretheygoodtoher?

Ilookedather,iknowshewantedsomecomfort.

Me:AmsorryIdon’tknow,butshegraduatedat16,

didamazingworkwithsapstoo.

Shesmiled.

Me:letmeleave.

TheywalkedmeoutandIsatbymycarforsome

timeandmyphonerangitwasanunknownnumber.



Nkosazana

Wewereinthemiddleofnowhereinbushesandmy

heartwaspoundingsofastwhenhetookouthis

phoneandtoldmetocallsomeone.Theonly

personIcouldcallwasNkosisoIdid.

Nkosi:Hello

Me:Itsme.

HetookadeepbreathandIwasgladtogetthrough

sincehehardlyanswershisphone.

Nkosi:Yougood?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Theknifewound?

Me:itsfine,lookcanyoupleasegotakemydogout

forawalk?

Iwantedhimtogotomyhouseandseethesmall

mapthativbeenworkingoninregardstowhothe

guyswere.Ijustneededhiminmyhouseandtake

thecluesivbeenworkingon.



Nkosi

Nowthatcaughtmeoffguard.Iknowshegiving

meacluebutamnotsurewhatitis.

Me:Uhmokay.

Nkosazana:Herdogtreatsareinthedrawerbythe

lounge.

BeforeIcouldsayanythingthephonedisconnected

andIknewwhatevershewantedmetofindwasin

herdrawerintheloungeIdrovetoherhouselikea

maniacwhilecallingtheteamtotracethecall

beforehefiguresitout...
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Phila

Ilookedatherandlaughed.

Nkosazana:whatfunny?

Me:Whendidyougetadog?



Nkosazana

Ifeltallthebloodinmybrainsdisappear.Hetook

outanormalphonewhilebashingtheonethathe

washolding

Phila:Yeah...getinthehouseonthedraweronthe

loungetakewhateverinthere....sho

Heturnedtolookatme.

Phila:Yousee,younottheonlysmartone.Now

comeletgo,iwasopentolettingyougobutyou

justprovedifIletyougo.Youbacktohuntingme

outsonowyoustuckwithme.

Ilookedathimconfused,didIreallyjustshotmy

chancesofgoinghomeinonepeace?

Me:whatyoumean,amstuckwithyou?

Phila:exactlythat.Getinthecarplease.IdidasI

wastold.

Nkosi



Igottoherhouseandopenedittoseethatdrawer

wasopenandIwalkedclosertoseeeverythingthat

wasthereistaken.Damnit,hetrappedherandshe

fellforit.Shewasright,thisguyismoresmarter

thanacommonthug.Icalledforensictocometake

someprintsasIsatdownonthecouchdefeated.

Whatkindofagamedidiletmyselfinto.

Celefamily

“amgoingtothehospital”

Ilookedatmywifeasshewasgettinghercoat.

Me:TodowhatBusisiwe?

Busisiwe:amnotsurewhatPatbutamgoingtosee

thepeoplethatrobbedme25yearsoflife.

Me:Ithinkyouneedtocomedown.Waitforthe

detectivetoconfirmfirstthatsheisours.

Busisiwelookedatmeandsatonthebeddefeat.

Me:Youstayed25yearswithoutknowingwhoor

wheresheis.Sostaycalmandwaitforthecops

okay?



Shenodded,iprayourdaughtersurvivesthis

becauseifshedoesn’t.Mywifewillbeamess.

Zoey

Ilookedatdadlayingthere.

Me:Baba?

Hejustlookedatmeandclosedhiseyesandatear

rolleddownhisface,Ithoughthewasn’tgoingto

talkbuthedidshockingmomtoo.

Dad:Iwantyougonefrommyhousewhenigetout

ofhere,idon’tcareifyoujumpoffaclifforthrow

yourselfunderthebus.ButwhenIgetupfromhere.

Iwantyougone.

Mom:David

Dad:Ifyouwanttogowithher,feelfreetodoso.

Ilookedatmomwholookedshocked.

Mom:David!!!

Dad:Itsmeorthatungratefulchildofyours?



Iwatchedmymomlookatdad.

Mom:Ican’tthrowoutmychildDavid.

Dad:Yetyoudidn’tthinktwiceaboutNkosazana.

Mymomfacewentallred.

Mom:ShenotmychildDavid!

Dad:Thanwhythefuckdidyoustealherifallyou

weregoingtodoistortureher?

HismachinesstartedgoingcrazyandIlookedat

thenursesgoingcrazyandmomwipingtearsfrom

hereyes.DidmomjustsayNkosazanaisnother

biologicalchildanddadsaidshestoleher?What

thefuckisgoingonwithmyfamily?

Me:Mama

Mom:Justgotoyourgrandma’sforawhile.Please.

Inoddedbecauseivneverseenmymotherthis

stressedout.Iturnedandleftgoinghometopacka

fewthingssoIcangotomygrandma’s.

Ntokozo



Weweredonesortingoutthejewels.Wesentthe

packagingtotherightbuyersafterthemoney

clearedfromoffshoreaccountsthandeposited

someinourbankaccountsjustenoughsocops

dontaskquestionsandtherestintooutbusiness

accounts.

Me:doyouthinkhekilledher?

Mlu:Iwouldn’tbesurprisedifhedid.

Me:Why?

Mlu:Ivseenhimkillbefore

Me:Ivneverseenhimangry

Mlu:Trustmeitasightyoudon’twanttosee.I

peedmypantsthatday.

Ilaughed.

Mlu:amnotlying.Ifstayedwiththatguyhalfmy

life.Trustmewhenyouseehimangryyouwishyou

werenotinthesameroomashim.

Me:Ican’tbelieveshecaughtus

Mlu:Itoldyoushewill



Me:Thatyoudid,areyougoinghome?

Mlu:Nottonight.Amgoingtopartyabit.

Me:Don’tdrawattentiontoyourself.

Mlu:Iwont.Seeyoubro.

Me:Thanksfortheinfo

Mlu:Pleasure.HeleftandIsatthereforasecond

takingavideoofeverythingthathappeninginher

housewiththecopsdoingfingerprinting.Ilooked

atthepicturethatZolasentthedaythatPhilameet

Nkosazanaandsomethingaboutitdidn’tsitwell

withme.Maybeitwasthewayshelookedathim

andthewaythatheacknowledgedhim.Ihacked

intosecuritysystemsfromthecoffeeshopand

erasedhimeverbeingthere.Letmegocheckupon

him,maybehehaskilledher...

[10/05,07:14]Mukoko:Insert13:

Phila

Idrovebacktomyhouse.



Nkosazana:Howlongdoyouplanonkeepingme

here?

Me:Idon’tknowitsdependsonyou

Nkosazana:Whatyoumean?

Me:youshallsee.

WegotinandIswitchedonthelightsandwentto

switchontheTv.Iwalkedbacktofindherstanding

bythedoorasifcontemplatingiftorun.

Me:Youcanrunifyouwanttoo

Shelookedatme.

Nkosazana:Youwon’trunafterme?

Me:Nope.

Sheturnedlookingatthedooragain.

Me:butknowifoneoftheguysseesyouand

knowsyouhaveranaway,theywon’thesitateto

shoot.

Nkosazana



Iturnedandlookedathim.

Me:Youshouldhavejustkilledmeyouknow.

Phila:Really

Me:Yesreally.

IbangedthedoorandlefthimstandingthereasI

walkedtoanyotherroomaparttheonethathisin.I

stoodbythedoorandlookedintothehuge

bedroomthatwasfullyblackandthewhitewalls

andjustlikethatononewallwascoveredwiththe

mostbeautifulbluerosesever.Itwassodetailed

thatIfeltliketouchingit.Istoodtherelookingat

howneateverythingwasslowlywalkingintheroom

touchingthelittlethingsthatbroughtcharacterto

theroom.Iwalkedintohisclosetanditwascolour

coordinatedandIstoodtherejustadmiringhow

cleanhisplacewas.

Phila:snoopingisrude.

Me:Iwasn’tsnooping

Phila:Whatdoyoucallbeingaguestandbeing

foundinthecloset?



Me:admiring

Phila:really

Me:Youveryneat

Phila:thankyouandstopchangingthetopic

Me:Amnot.

Iwalkedoutoftheclosetandstoodbytheroses.

Me:Whatthestorybehindthem?

Phila:Nothing

Me:Itsrareforaguytolikeflowers

Phila:Youreallyareacuriousbeing

Me:Yeah,soivbeentold.

Phila:Mydadusedtobuymymomblueroses

everymonthandwheneverhewouldgiveherthose

flowers.Iwatchedherfacemanytimesbreakinto

linesofsmilesandgratitudeandmydadwouldfeel

likehehasjustclimbedthebiggestmountainor

wonthebiggestlotto.

Me:Yourparentsreallylovedeachother



Phila:Yestheydid.Despitetheyfaultstheytruly

gavemethebestchildhood.

Me:Mydadwasmybiggestsupporter.Hewasa

manoffewwordsbuthisactionsshowedthathe

caredforme.

Phila:Youwereadaddygirl?

Me:Iguessso,whenIwasyoungiusedtofollow

himeverywherehewentwhilemomstayedwith

Zoey.

Phila:isee

Me:WhenIgraduatedmydadwasinthecrowd

cheering,ivneverseenhimsohappyandwhenI

gotthejobatSAPS.Hegotmemycaratasecond

handcardealership.

Phila:Youadaddygirl

Me:Iguessso

Phila:Yourmom

Me:Shetoleratedme.

Helookedatmeconfused.



Me:Mymomadoredmysistertoomuch.Soshe

justtoleratedmeashersecondchild.Igotoveritat

ayoungagesoitneverreallyaffectedme.

Phila:isthatwhyyoumovedoutofhomeinthe

middleofthenight?

Ilookedathim.Wewereinhisroomsittingonthe

floorlookingattheblueroses.

Me:Youhadtabsonme?

Phila:Yes

Me:Why?

Phila:Ilikeknowingwhereeveryoneagainstmeis.

Me:YesthatwhyImovedoutinthemiddleofthe

night.Mysisterisadruggieandmomfeedsontoit.

Shemovesmantomanandhaveneverkeptajob

formorethanamonth.Atfirstmomadvicewasfor

metosharehalfofmysalaryandwhenIsaidno

therewasahugefight.

Phila:whatdidyourdadsay?

Me:Nothing.Illgivemysisterhalfofmymoneyand

dadwouldpaymebacksecretly.



Phila:Hereallycaredforyou

Me:Yeahhedoes.

Phila:iguessyoustoppedgivingyoursistermoney?

Me:whenshehasaboyfriendshethrowsitonmy

facesoIwontgiveheruntilthatendsanditsback

tosquareone.

Phila:AmgladIwastheonlychild.

Me:Familycanbestressful

Phila:Isee

Wewerebothquietlookingattherosestheyreally

werebeautifulandcalming.

Phila:amnotgoingtokillyou.

Me:whynot?

Phila:Ilikeyou

Me:Oh

Phila

IsawherblushandIsmiled.



Me:Soundslikeyoudon’tbelieveit.

Nkosazana:Noteverytimesomeonetellsmethey

likeme,itendtohavetheoppositeresults.

Me:Isee,wellIdo

Nkosazana:ThankyouIguess.

Ismiledandsomehowshemovedclosertomeand

hadmyhandoverminesandIturnedtolookather

forsometimethathowNtokozofoundus.

Ntokozo:Yougottobekiddingme!!!

Me:Icanexplain

Ntokozo:Shesupposetobedead.

Me:Iknow

Ntokozo:Yetheresheis

Me:Iknow

Ntokozo:Whatthefuckiswrongwithyou?Iknew

thatsomethingiswrongwithyouwhenitcomesto

her.

Me:wouldyoucalmdown?



Ntokozo:Bafothewholefuckencityislookingfor

her,flyerseverywhere,dogsandlotsofmanpower

everywherelookingforher.Shitpeopleeventhink

shethelittlegirlthatwaslost25yearsago!!!

Nkosazana

Ifeltmyheadspin.

Me:Lostgirl?

Bothofthemlookedatme.

Igotupandtookthenearestremoteandpressedit

butnothinghappenedtothetvthatwasinfrontof

mebutinsteadthewallofrosesmovedopeninga

vaultandinallmylifeivneverseenaroomfullof

somuchmoney,jewelleryandguns.

Istoodthereaseverythingwaspackedupneatly

yeteasytofind.

Ntokozo:Nowthereisreallynolettinghergo!!..

[10/05,07:15]Mukoko:Insert14:



Nkosazana

Islowlywalkedinlookingatallthevideosof

everywhereintown.Banks,mallsandtrafficand

thepolicestation.Iturnedtothesideandsawgins

thativneverseenbefore.Isawjewelleryandstacks

andstacksofmoney.Istoodinthemiddleofthe

roomandforthefirsttimeinmylifeIwasoutof

words.

Phila:Youknowwhatthismeansright?

HelookedatmeashiswereseriousandIshookmy

headyes.

Phila:Sayit!

Me:Youcanneverletmego

Henoddedandturnedleavingmeinthatroom.

Phila

Ntokozo:Illpretendthatiknowwhatthatmeans.

Me:Sheintheteam

Iwatchedhimexplodeandtalkallatoncenot



makingsense.

Me:Calmdown,nowstartfromthebeginning.

Ntokozo:theypulledupanoldspecialcaseabout

thechildthatwentmissingatAdding-tonhospital

afterawomancalledthecaptaintellinghimshe

thinkssheisthemissingcopmother.

Me:holyshit

Ntokozo:yep...idugintothecallsandtracedthe

woman

Me:and?

Ntokozo:ItstheCelefamily

Me:no

Ntokozo:yes,thatgirltheremightbeBusisiweand

PatCeledaughter.

Me:calltheguysover.Weneedtotalkasap

Nkosazana

“youreallyareacuriousbeing”



Iturnedtofindhimstandingtherelookingatme.

Somethingwaswrongcauseofthewayhewas

lookingatme.

Me:amsorry

Phila:for?

Iraisedmyhandsandhelookedatmewithhis

handsinhispocketsasofnotwantingtotouch

anythinginhere.

Me:thisisalltheevidenceineededtotieyoutothe

case

Phila:toobadthatyouwontbeabletodoanything

aboutit.

Ilookedathimandhesoundedsosure.

Me:aremyparentsnotmyparents?

Phila

Ilookedatherandisawitbotheredherbutshewas

tryingtoactstrong.

Me:youwantthelieortruth



Nkosazana:truth

Me:itsapossibilitythatyoumightnotbeaHlope

Nkosazana:Somydadisnotmydad

Me:Itspossible

Nkosazana:Isee,whatnow?

Me:Nowyoucomewithme.

Ileftthepieceofpaperthatigotthereandwalked

outasheclosedthedoors.Wewalkedtothe

kitchenwhereallfourguyswerethere.

Phila:IknowyouguysareworriedbutIgotthis

Mlu:How?SheisjudgeCeledaughter!!!

Nkosazana:Mypotentialparentsarejudges?

Me:ihaveananswertoallourproblems.

Ntokozo:Andthatis

Iclosedmyeyesforasecondandopenedthem

againlookingatallofthem.

Me:Amgoingtomarryher,thatwayshecan’t

testifyagainstmeasherhusbandwhichmeanswe



safe,judgeCeleCan’tprosecuteourcasesandshe

cangobackhomeandthepressureisoff.

Nkosazana:What?

Ilookedateveryonefacesastheyalllookedatme

asifamcrazy.Thantheyallblewuptalkingatthe

sametime....

Goodnightguysseeyouinthemorning

[10/05,07:15]Mukoko:Insert15:

Phila

Ntokozo:letmegetthisstraight,yougoingtomarry

her?

Me:Yes

Zola:andreturnherbacktoherworld

Me:Yes

Mlu:andshecan’tsayanythingcauseyouwillbe

herhusband.

Me:yes



Xola:Kahlekahleyouwillbemarriedtothecop?

Me:technicallyshenotacopbutyesillbemarried

toher

Zola:Smart

Ntokozo:Forhowlong?

Ilookedattheguys.

Me:Marriageisalifetimething.

TheyalllookedateachotherconfusedandIturned

tofindherstandingthereherarmsfoldedandshe

waslookingatthefloor.

Me:Nkosazana

Shelookedupandhereyeswereredfromholding

intears.

Me:Excuseme.

Ipulledherawayfromtheguys

Me:Youcrying

Nkosazana:Idon’twanttogetmarriedmna.

Me:Itseitherthatorabullet.



Shewasquietandlookedatmewithtearsrolling

downherface.

Nkosazana:Idon’twanttogetmarried.

Shewhisperedwithtearsallover.

Me:IpromiseIwon’tbethatbad

Nkosazana:Idon’tevenknowhowtobeasimple

girlfriendandnowyoutellingmeaboutmarriage

Me:Justbeyou

Shewalkedawayleavingmetherewiththeguys.

Zola:areyounotgoingtogoafterher.

Me:No,Mluyougoingtothebeachhousetofinda

persontodothedecorations.Zolaineedyoutoget

pastorDubetothehouse,payasanymuchhe

wantsandIneedavideographer.

Xolaineedyoutogetmeadressthatshecanwear

fortonightsheisasize30andNtokozoineedyou

tocheckthefeedsandseeifitssafeforherto

travelandyoucangetahairandmakeupperson

herethatwetrusttobediscreet.



Xola:whatareyougoingtobedoingwhilewe

runningaround?

Me:Begginghertosayyesandchoosingaring,let

giveourselves3hoursokaysobeforemidnight

everythingmustbesorted.

Theyallnoddedandwehuggedandtheyleftapart

Zola

Zola:Apartofmewanttobelievethatyoudoingall

thisforus,tokeepusawayfromjailbutapartof

meknowsyouandknowswhattypeofamanyou

are.Ialsoknowhowseriousyoutakemarriage,soI

knowthisforyouistherealdeal.

Ilookedatmybestfriendwhohasnowbecomea

brother.

Me:Sometimesgiftscomesinunexpectedways

andcircumstances.

Zola:Iprayshefeelsaboutyouthesamewayyou

feelabouther.

Me:Metoo

HehuggedmeandleftasIstoodthereforawhile



thinkinghowamIgoingtomakethiswork.

Nkosazana

Isatstoodbythesinkinthebathroomforawhile.I

neverthoughtillbegettingmarriedtoapersonto

avoidabulletinmyhead.Iwashedmyfaceagain

andlookedupthemirrortofindhimstandingthere

lookingasifmytearshurthim.

Me:Idon’twanttogetmarried

Phila:Givemeanothersolutionthan.

IclosedmyeyesandinminutesIfelthisarms

aroundmeholdingmetightandmybodyleanedon

himmorelikemeltingtowardshimasIsmeltthe

muskyearthysmell.Iopenedmyeyesshockedat

howmybodyisreactingtowardshim.

Phila:Ipromiseamnotgoingtobeabadhusband,i

knownothingaboutmarriagetoobutIdoknowhow

tobekindtowardsaperson.

Myvoicewasgonesinceweweretouching.He

turnedmearoundandcuppedmyface.



Phila:Nkosazana,domethehonoursofbecoming

mywife.

IwassilentasIfelthiswarmhandsonmyfaceand

smelthimallaroundmegivingmethatwarm

comfortyfeeling.IhadnowordsbutInoddedand

hebentdowngivingmealightkissthatwasbroken

bythebellringing.

Phila:Thathairandmakeup.

Me:Idon’tknowwhattodotomyhair.

Phila:Anythingwilllookniceonyou.Heleftmeby

thebathroomandwentout.Ilookedmyselfinthe

mirror“didIjustsayyestomarryingagangster?”I

touchmylipsfeelingwherehislipswereand

caughtmyselfsmiling.“ohmygoshaninlovewith

mykidnapper/gangster”whatamIgoingtodo??....

GoodMorningbeautifulpeople

[10/05,07:16]Mukoko:Insert16:

Nkosi



Ifinallygothometomybedandthrewmyselfthere

lookingattheceiling.

“ihopeyouokaywhereeveryouareNkosazana“

Nkosazana

Iwasquietthroughoutthewholemakeupand

stylingmynerveswerekillingme.Ididasimple

sleekbunanddidmyfaceasnaturalasIcouldbe

butIlookedstunning.

“Thankyou”

Shesmiledandleft,iwasinhisnightgownsoI

walkedtothebedroomandfoundshoesthereit

wasawhitestarsneaker.

Phila:ivneverseenyouinheels.

Ismiledcauseivneverwornheelsinmylife.

Me:Ican’twalkinheels

Phila:Figured.Wantmetohelpyouwiththedress.I

nodded.Hewaslookingsexyinhisnavybluesuit.

Me:Iseeyoulikeblue



Hesmiled

Iturnedaroundanddroppedmygowntothefloor

andheardhimtakeadeepbreath.Iwasonlyina

panty.Itookthedressandworeitasithuggedmy

tinycurvesandmakingmyboobslookbigger.Its

wasstunningandtookmybreathawayhehelped

mebyzippingmybackandIturnedtofindhim

lookingatmewithsomuchlustthatitmademe

blush.Heclearedhisthroat.

Phila:Ready?

Inoddedaswewalkedtothegaragewherewegot

inoneofhisBMWseriesblack.Hedroveusoutin

silence.

Phila

Shewassonervousplayingwithherfingers.

Me:youneedtocalmdownbeforeyougiveyourself

aheartattack.

Nkosazana:Thisisalifething

Me:Iknow



Nkosazana:whatifthingsdon’tworkout?

Me:Youbeingnegativerightnow

Nkosazana:Sorry...wherewegoing?

Me:beachhouse

Shegrinned

Nkosazana:Ialwayswantedanightbeachwedding

Me:Iknow

Sheturnedlookingatme.

Nkosazana:isthereanythingyoudon’tknowabout

me?

Me:Yesalot

Nkosazana:Like?

Me:Youfavouritecolour

Nkosazana:Idon’thaveone

Me:Whynot?

Nkosazana:Idressupaccordingtomymood

Me:sowhatyourmoodwhenyoudressupin



cherrystockingsandablackdressandared

cardigan?

Shesmiledatme,itwasreallyabeautifulsmile.

Nkosazana:Okay,iadmitmysenseofstyleis

unusual

Me:Thatisnotasenseofstyle

Nkosazana:Itis

Me:No,it’slikeachildstuckinagrownupbody

Nkosazana:amstillachildatheart

Me:really?

WeparkedatthegateandIopeneduptoseethe

housewaspackedwiththeguys.Isawsome

regularsattheclubtoo.

Nkosazana:Wehaveguests?

Sheaskednervously

Me:Iguessso

Shewasnervousalloveragainandmynerveswent

upwhenIsawZolamomwhobasicallybecamea



momtome.

Me:Ma

Mom:Iwouldn’tmissifforaworld,althoughithink

youcouldhavecourtedherthankidnapher.

IlookedatZolawhatonearthdidhetellhismom.

Ilookedaroundandtheyguysfamilywashereand

someofthefamiliesthatIhelpeachmonth.

Me:Guys!!!

Zola:Iwantedtomakeitspecialforyou

IwaslostforwordsandIwatchedasNkosazana

andZolamomhititoff.Yesamanorphanbut

havingthepeoplethatgroundedmeandshapedme

intowhoIamtodaybroughttearstomyeyes.

Me:Thankyou

Zola:Youalwaystakecareofus,thisistheleastwe

coulddo.

AndthathowIgotmarriedtoastrangerinthe

middleofthenightwithpeoplethatIloveandadore

aswedancedthenightaway.Throughoutthenight



thelittlethingsthatshedidmademerealisethat

sheistheoneforme.Kidnappedornot,Iwouldn’t

wantitanyotherway.

[10/05,07:16]Mukoko:Insert17:

Nkosazana

Iwokeuptoasmellofcoffeeandmytummy

growled.Iopenedoneeyetofindamugontheside

tableandIgrinnedfullygettingupandtakingthe

cuptofindPhilastandingtherewithoutatopand

lookinghandsome.Thedragontailshowingonhis

side.

Phila:Goodafternoon

Me:whattimedidwesleep

Phila:6:30am

Me:Ohmygosh.

Phila:youwerehavingtomuchfunyesterday

Me:yourfriendsandfamilyaresweet.

Itookacupofcoffeeandclosedmyeyesenjoying



ittothefullest.

Nkosi

Iwokeupmyphonebuzzingconfirmingthatthe

CelefamilyareNkosazanabiologicalfamily.Icalled

oneoftherookiestobreakthenewswhileIgoto

herfamilytoseewhathappened.

Phila

Shelookedamazingwithherhairamessand

relaxed.Shelookedatherfingerandsawher

blushing.Iguessshealsocan’tbelievethatshe

married.Ididn’tgetheranythingfancyjustainfinity

bandwithafewdiamondsmatchingmines.

Nkosazana:Youstaringatme

Me:amanisn’tallowedtolookathiswife?

SheblushedandIwalkedtothebed.

Me:Wehavetocomeupwithaplanofhowtoget

youbacktotheworld



Nkosazana:ihaveanideathatyouwouldn’tlike

Me:whyyousaythat?

Nkosazana:itsalittleextreme

Me:Howso?

Nkosazana:youwillhavetobashme.

Ikeptquietforasecondthinkingshewouldsayshe

isjokingbutshelookedatmeserious.

Me:Ithinkyoustillhavealcoholinyoursystem.

Nkosazana

Shelookedatmewithherbrighteyes.

Me:webothknowIdidn’tdrinklastnight

Phila:thanbekuphuzabonakudakwewena

IlookedathimdrinkhiscoffeeandItookasip.

Phila:Amnothittingyou

Me:itstheonlyway.IfIgobackglowinglikeIam

rightnow.AnystoryIsaywon’tbebelievable.



Phila:whosaidyouglowing?

IlaughedathimcauseIsawhowIlook.

Me:Itsfine,iknewyouwouldchickenout.

Phila:amnotchickeningout,whichcrazywifeask

herhusbandtobeatthemup?

Me:amnotcrazy,oursituationrequiresthataction.

ThebellrangandIgotoutofbedtofindoutam

onlywearingatop.Soitookhisgownandwalked

outoftheroom.

Phila:Itsmydoor.

Me:wemarrieditsourhouseandamallowedto

havevisitors.Iwalkedpassedhimbuzzinginthe

guysastheygotinandgreeted.

Mlu:whyyousosour?

Me:Ijusttoldhimouronlywayoutofthis

kidnappingcharge.

Zola:oh



Phila

Iwatchedastheloweredaheavybagonmylounge.

Me:whatthebagfor?

Nkosazana:thetorturing

Ilookedather.

Me:Youfuckencrazy

Nkosazana:Lookamnotgoingtojailforyouorthe

guys.Aminthisnowandtheonlywaytobeoutof

thiskidnappingchargeisthis.Nowyoucansitand

watchoryougoandletustakecareofthematter.

ShepulledachairsittingonitandlookedatXola

Nkosazana:Tieme

Thisgirlisfuckencrazy.

Me:moveonestepandIllkillyouXola

Nkosazana:hisbeensigningthattunewithme

wholedayyesterday.Hewontdoit.Nowcometie

meuptightsotheropedigsonmyflesh.

DidIjustmarryapsycho?Isthiswhatpeoplewake

uptoafterhoursagoofcelebratingthewedding?



Me:Nobodymoves.

Ntokozo

“iagreewithPhilathisisextreme“

Phila:Thankyousomeoneseesyoucrazytoo.

Iwatchedasshegotupwenttothebagdigginga

fewtimesandtookoutsomethingfastandrushed

toPhilaandltaserhimfullonhischestlettingthe

coffeespilltothefloorashewentdown.

Nkosazana:Whoelsedisagreeswithmyplan?

Weallkeptquiet

Nkosana:Nowdoyourworst.Shesatdownand

onebyonewebeatherwithanythingmakingthis

lookassurrealaspossiblewithhercries.

Mlu:Philaisgoingtokillus

Zola:Weallstandtogetheronthis.Shetheonethat

saidtodoourworse

Xola:Wedeadmanwalkingguys



Me:Whodrivinghertothehospital

Wewereallquiet

Me:okaykewhoditchingherclosertothehospital

Mlu:Ithinkweshouldallgo

Wepickedherunconsciousbodyupandplacedher

inthevananddroveditchingherinabinnearbythe

hospitalandgettingaparatogothrowsomething

forusthereandwewatchedasheranflagginga

policecarandwewatchedasshewastakenout.

Mlu:whatifwewentoverboardandkilledher?

Zola:shetaseredherhusbandwhohappenstobea

qualifieddoctor.

Xola:Ifanythinghappenstoher,wearedead

Me:shewasbreathingsowegood

Itookoutthephonecallingacleanertocleanupall

theblood.

Zola:whatyoudoing

Me:amnotgoingbacktohishouseuntilwehear

sheiswell.



Zola:Isee,goodidea!....

[10/05,07:16]Mukoko:Insert18:

Nkosazana

Iwokeupwithabangingheadacheandiopenmy

eyesandsawPhilastandingtherelookingsoangry

withadoctorscoat.Iclosedmyeyesagainand

slowlyturnedwitheachboneinmybody

complainingandIopenedmyeyesslowlyandsaw

captainNkosistandingpacing.Shamepowerguy

lookedsoworried.

Me:Nkosi

Iwhisperedandhejumpedtothebed

Nkosi:Nkosazana,yousafenow

Phila

Iwaspissed.Ittookme3hourstofindwhich

hospitalsheisinandtofindherlookingtheway

thatshewasmademyheartacheandtheangerin



mebrew.Nowseeingthiscaptainheadoverheels

inlovewithherjustputmeinasourmood,andshe

wasclueless.

Nkosi:yousafenow,noonegoingtohurtyouagain.

Ijustturnedandleftthemgoingtomyofficewhere

Ifoundtheguys

Me:sothisishowwemeet?

Ntokozo:andhaveyoukillus

Me:whatmakesyouthinkIcan’tkillyouhere?

Mlu:peopleknowusasyourbrothershere,howon

earthareyougoingtoexplainkillingyourbrothers?

Me:whydidyoudoit?

Zola:Thegirlmadeavalidpoint.Wekeptherfor24

hours.Itsmakessenseifsheisbeatentoapulpl

Me:Youbruisedherribs

Mlu:wesorry

Me:andcuther

Zola:inourdefenceshesaidmakeitreal



Me:sheismywife!!

Theykeptquietandlookedaway

Ntokozo:wesorry.

Me:Thatnotgoingtocutit.Gocheckthecameras

andseeifanyonesawyouguysdroppingheroff.

Andstaylowthenextfewdayswhilethecops

investigateher

Zola:Doyouknowwhatstoryshewillfeedthem?

Me:IfIwasyouguys,illprayshedoesn’tchange

hermindandsnitchonus.

Nkosazana

IwassittingnowthankstoNkosihelp.

Me:Everythingpains.

Nkosi:Youfracturedafewthings

Me:Icanfeelit

Nkosi:Doctorsaysyouwerenotraped

Me:Iknow



Nkosi:Thatarelief

Me:Yeah

Heseemedreallyworriedaboutmywellbeing.

Me:thanksIknowyouguyswerelookingforme.

Heblushedmovingawayabit.

Nkosi:Illhavetogetyourstatementonrecord

Me:doyouwanttodoitnow?

HenoddedtakingthetaperecorderandIclosedmy

eyesandopenedthem.Lettheactingbegin.

“whereshouldistart”

Nkosi:Thebeginning

Iknewthatmakingaliemoreplausibleonehasto

mixitwiththetruth.

“thebankcalledthedaybeforeandtoldmean

usingabankcardthathadbeenreportedstolen.So

imadeanappointmenttogothenextday,offiwent

spoketothemrequestedthefootagetofinditwas

mysisterwhowasusingmycard.WhenIwasdone

andabouttoleaveamnotgoingtolieandsay



wheretheycamebuttheywerethereand

everythinghappenedsofastandIwasthinkingand

inmyownworldandyouknowmeandmysmart

mouth.IjustblubberedoutsomethingandIcan’t

evenrememberifIsaid“phumaorPolice”nextthat

theyallfrozeandlookedatme.Fearleftmerooted

astheypickedmeupandtookmewith,itried

countingtheminutesastohowlongweweredriving

butnothingcametomind.Iendedupgivingup.

Nextthingyoucallingandtheyswearinglookingfor

thephoneandthrewitoutofthewindowandthe

nexthoursitjustthemwantingtoknowwhoIam

andwhydidIgetup.Themfindingthebadgedidnt

makethingsanygood”

Nkosi:Amsorry

Me:ItoldthehalftheinfoIknowandWhenhesaid

Icancallanyoneforbeingagoodgirl.Ireally

thoughtthathislettingmego.ThatwhyIwanted

youtofindtheworkIwasworkingontoidentify

them.

Nkosi:Igotthereaftertheytookit



Me:Ididn’tknowitwasatrap

Nkosi:Wenevergotfingerprintshewipedtheplace

causeevenyourfingerprintswerenotthere.

Me:Itoldyouthatwedealingwitsmarterpeople

here.

Nkosi:Iwasclingingtohopethattheywontkillyou

causeIknowtheyneverkill.

Me:Metoobutwhenthetorturestarteditwastoo

much.

Iwatchedhimeatupmyliesandsitbythebedto

comfortme.

Nkosi:Ihavesomethingtosharewithyou.

Ilookedathimconfusedashewashavingahard

timetalkingaboutwhateverhewantedtoshare...

[10/05,07:17]Mukoko:Insert19:

Nkosi

Ilookedathereagereyes



“itsokaywewillspeakaboutitlater”

Nkosazana:Comeon

Me:Itscanwait.

Nkosazana:Yousure?

Me:Yesamsure.

Nkosazana:okayifyousayso.Howfarareyouin

catchingthem?

Me:amhittingabrickwall

Nkosazana:Bringeverythingyouhavesofar,a

fresheyemighthelp.

Me:Afreshblueeye?

Shesmiledgivingmyheartminiflipflops.

Nkosazana:nowihavemotivationtocatchthem,

theytorturedme

Me:Iknow.Butyouneedtohealfirst

Shenoddedandherdoctorwalkedin.

Me:Illseeyoualittlelaterokay?

Shenodded.Itookmycoatandleftthemtwo.



Phila

Shelookedmuchbetter.Icheckedhervitalsin

silenceandwhendoneturnedtoleave

Nkosazana:Amsorry

Iturnedandlookedatherthanlefthersittingthere

withoutaword.

Nkosi

Ihadtogetsomefreshairbeforeimadeamessof

things.Whatifshedoesn’tfeelthesamewayasI

feel?

Zoey

IgotthenewsthatNkosazanawasfoundandi

wenttothehospitalthatshewasatandfoundher

sittingtherelookinghorrificandasifalotisonher

mind.

Me:hi



Istoodbythedoorandshelookedatmeclosedher

eyesasifshegettingcouragetotalktome.

Nkosazana:hi

Me:youokay?

Nkosazana:ivseenbetterdays.

Imovedclosertoherandsatbythechairthatwas

there.

Me:Amsorry!

Nkosazana:about?

Me:Momanddadkidnappingyouallthoseyears

agoandkeepingyouastheyown.Robbingyouof

yourparentslove.

Nkosazana

Ilookedather.

Me:Excuseme?

Isawshewasenjoyingthis.

Zoey:Youhaven’theard?



Me:Canyoupleaseleave!

Shesatthere.

Zoey:IknewyouwerenotaHlophe

Me:Phuma!

Zoey:andhowyoudideverythingyoucouldtoturn

daddyagainstme.

Me:LEAVE

IroaredandIthinkbecauseivnevershoutedather

mywholelifeshejumpedandleftgrinninglikea

psychobitch.

Zoey

Ibumpedintothehottestdoctoriveverseeninmy

lifeonmywayout.Hedidn’tevenlookatmeashe

wenttomysistersroom.Istoodthereforasecond

thanturnedandleftsmiling.

Phila



Iwalkedintofindherintearscrying.Isatnextto

herandheldherhand.

Nkosazana:tellmewhatthenewsaboutmy

disappearance?

Thattookmebackabit.

Me:Idon’tknowmuchbuttheysaytheCelefamily

mightbeyourbiologicalparents.

Nkosazana:soshewasright?

Me:Who

Nkosazana:Zoey...theHlopefamilystoleme?

Me:Nooneknowsyetastowhattrulyhappenedas

thepoliceareinvestigating.

Nkosazana:Isee

Me:Heyyoustrongerthanthis.

Nkosazana:Iknewthatshehatedmebutwhysteal

achildthanhatethemalltheylife?Itsjustdoesn’t

makesense.

Me:Stopstressingyourselfwiththis.Fornowyou

needtorestcauseamtakingyouhometomorrow.



Nkosazana:home?

Me:Yesourhome

Shelookedatmealittleworried.

Nkosazana:Ican’tjustmoveinwithyou

Me:Whynot?

Nkosazana:iknowyoumyhusbandbutonlyyou

andIknowthat.HackIneverdatedbeforeand

boomnowImoveinwithaguywhohappenstobe

mydoctor?Wegottoplaythisoutslow.Letthe

worldgetusetousasacouplefirstbeforewe

springoutthefactthatwemarried.

Ilookedather,shemadelotsofsensebutamnot

sleepingalone,notwhenIhaveawife.

Me:Youfigureitoutbuttomorrownightyou

cominghomewithme.

Igotupkissedhercheekandlefthertheregoingto

work...

[10/05,07:17]Mukoko:Insert20:



Busisiwe

Wesatintheofficeastheyreadtheresultsthatshe

isourdaughter.Ihadtearsinmyeyesandlooked

atmyhusbandwhowasalsonervousaboutthis

wholething.

Me:canweseeher?

Doctor:willhavetospeaktoherdoctoraboutitjust

godownthehalltodoctorMazibuko.

Inoddedandwalkeddowntothedoctorsoffice.

Phila

TherewasalightknockbymydoorsoIwentto

openitandfoundtheCelefamilystandingthere.

TheywalkedinandIsatbymydeskwhilethey

lookedaroundtheoffice.

MrCele:IsthatthegreatMrMazibukoonthewall?

HepointedatapictureofmyfatherandIsmiled

nodding.

Me:Thatmyfather



MrsCele:ohmygosh,youVeronicachild?

Ismileastearsrolleddownhertears,itendtoget

thatalot.

Me:Yesamherson

Mrscele:Goodblesshersoul,amazingwoman

Me:Thankyou.HowcanIbeofhelptoday?

Thelookedateachotherasoffindingcomfortin

eachotherpresence.

MrsCele:Wejustfoundoutthatourdaughteris

yourpatient.Itsamazinghowtheylookexactlylike

her.

Me:Andthatmightbe?

MrsCele:NkosazanaHlope

Me:Oh.Yessheis

Ihadtobecasual.

MrsCele:wewerewonderingifitsokayifwesee

her.

Me:MindwaitingherwhileIcheckin?Theynodded.



Igotmyassistanttogetthemsomethingtodrink

whenIwenttoherroomandfoundNtokozothere

withsomeflowersateddyandchocolate.

Me:WhatdidIsay?

Ntokozo:theguysareworriedabouther...

Me:Sotheyaskedyoutocheckonher?

Ntokozo:weactuallyplayedrockpaperscissors

andIlost

Nkosazanalaughed.

Nkosazana:howdoesonelosesuchagame.

Ntokozo:Don’trubitin

Nkosazana:Youcanreportbackthatamgood.

Ntokozo:wellletmeleavebeforehekillsme.He

tappedmyshoulderandleft.Istoodtherelooking

athersmile

Me:sincewhenyoutwofriends?

Nkosazana:alothappenedonmyweddingday.

Me:Really



Nkosazana:Yes,imadefriendswhovalueloyalty

andwoulddoanythingformyhusband.Evenifits

meansgivinghisnewbrideachance,theywould

blindlydoso.

Me:oh

Nkosazana:Yesoh.Youshouldbeangrywithme.I

askedthemtodothistome.Iaskedthemtomake

surethatyoudon’tdosomethingstupid.

Me:andhereIamthinkingamthemostlogical

persononearth.

Iwasnowstandingnexttoher.

Nkosazana:youwere.

Thatgotmelaughing.

Me:IhavetheCelefamilyinmyoffice.Doyouwant

tomeetthem?

Shewasquietforsometimethanshockherheadno.

Me:MindifIaskwhynot?

Shehastearsinhereyesnow.

Nkosazana:Illneedtoseemydadfirst



Ilookedather.

Me:MrHlophe?

Shenodded.

Nkosazana:OnlyhecantellmethetruthandIcan

findclosure.Ican’tseethemwithoutthatclosure.

Me:Yousurethatwhatyouwant?

Shenodded.

Me:Okay.Berightback.

Islowlywalkedouttothem.Nowhowdoesonetell

theyin-lawsthattheychildrefusestoseethem?I

tookadeepbreathandwalkedinfoundthemsitting

therehavingteathatmyassistantgotthem.

MrsCele:Shesaidno?

Ilookedathershockedthennodded.

MrCele:Whatherreasons?

Me:Shewantstospeaktothefamilythatabducted

herfirst.

MrsCele:Oh



Me:Lookincaseslikethis,itssometimestraumatic

forthevictim.Igetyouhavebeenapartfor25years

andyoujustwanttoholdherandpromiseherthe

worldandthatyougoingtoprotecthermoving

forward.Butyougottounderstandthatsheisa

grownperson,hasfeelingsofherownandatthe

momenttheynotthesameasyours.Mysuggestion

isjuststaycalmandlethercomearoundonher

own.

Theybothlookedatmenodding,howiwishIcould

takethesameadvicethatamgiving!!...

Nkosazana

Itookmydripandslowlywalkedtothewheelchair.

Isattherejustasthenursewaswalkinginwith

meds.Itookthem.

Me:DoyouknowwheretheMrHlopeis?Hecame

inyesterdaywithaheartissue.

Nurse:Sure,letmepushyoutohisroom.

ShehelpedmetohisroomandIrolledinasdad



smiledthebiggestsmileever.Iknowhisnotmy

dadbutthatmanlovedmelikehisown.Hegotup

slowlyandbentonmychaircryingashehugged

me.Iletoutallthepainandfrustrationthativhad

overtheyears.

Dad:amsosorry

Me:idon’thateyou.

Ihuggedhimfeelinglighterandmuchbetter.Helet

goandsitslookingatme.

Dad:Shecamebackwithyouonedayafterafight

whichmadeherdisappearfor3fulldays.Toldme

shewaspregnantallalonghencethatwhywewere

fightingsomuchwithmeandthatyouhermiracle

baby.AtfirstIbelievedher,youknowhow

convincingshewasbutastimewentbyandI

watchedyougrowiknewyouwerenotmines.Ilove

yoursisterbutyoutwoweretotaloppositeandI

knowIshouldn’tcompareyouguysbutsomething

aboutyoustuckoutandIkindajustknewthatyou

werejustnotmineyetIlovedyousomuchthatI

keptquiet.DNAstartedbeingfamoussoItookyou



withtogotestingandaweeklateritcameback

negative.Iconfrontedherandshetoldmeabout

howshestoleyouandboastabouthoweasyitwas.

IwantedtocallthecopsbutIlovedyousomuch

thatIkeptonpostponingand25yearslaterherewe

are...

Hewipedatearandlookedatme.

Dad:Amsorry

Me:Iloveyoudad,youwillalwaysbemydad.You

mademewhoIamtodaywithyourloveand

selflessactionsofbeingbothamotherandfather

tome.Andforthatillbeforevergrateful.Ihugged

himagainaswebothcriedrememberingallthe

daysthatwespenttogetherjustbeingusandcare

free.

Dad:Youmadelovingyouveryeasyandillforever

cherishmydayswithyou

Me:Metoodad!!

Wehuggedandlaughedandjustsatthereenjoying

eachothercompany...



Goodnightguys...seeyoutomorrow

[10/05,07:17]Mukoko:Insert21:

Nkosi

ThearrestofMrsHlopewaspublicandtherewas

anoutrageeverywherefrompeopleandpolice

catchingthebadendofitonhowtheyletthingsgo

forsolong.Nkosazanawasouthospitalandwas

homeresting,shebeenrequestingfilesonthecase

andtheCommandergrantedthatwegiveher.Isent

oneoftherookiestosendthemyesterdayandso

farshehasn’tbotheredme.Isattherethinking

abouthowamgoingtoapproachher.Ireallydolike

herasapersonandshehasthatthingabouther

thatmakesyoufeelwholewhenyouaroundher.I

lookedatthefilesandfiguredshemightnothave

hadlunchmaybeishoulddropofwithoneifher

favouritemeals.



Nkosazana

Itsbeen3dayssinceivbeenoutofhospital.Phila

hasbeensleepingoveratmyhouseeverynightand

complainingabouthowsmallitis.TodayIwas

goingtogothroughsomefilesandIhadNtokozo

overgoingthroughsomesystemcheckstryingto

findawaytothedatabaseandconnectingthinhgs

Me:Arewewinning?

Ntokozo:Itsbeentwodaysofusdoingthisandwe

comingupshort.

Me:Iknow

Ntokozo:whatexactlyarewedoingagain?

Me:wefindingpeoplethatareinthesamebusiness

asyouguyswhoarealsodealingonthispartofthe

worldsowecancatchthem.SowhatAmdoingis

connectingtheycrimestoyourcrimessoit’s

similar,sothatwheniaskdetectiveNkositorun

checksinhissystemhefindsthesamesimilarities

makingmyinformationsolidandyouguysareclear!

Whileweinvestigatethem.



Helookedatmeforsometime.

Ntokozo:whydidn’twethinkofthatownourown?

Me:causeamsmarterthanyouguys

Helaughed.

Ntokozo:andyoudidn’ttellPhilathisbecause?

Me:Ican’treallysay“heylookwhatamthinking”

Ntokozo:whynot?

Me:Hewillsayno

Ntokozo:toyouhelping?

Me:Tomeevensuggestinghelp.

Ntokozo:sowhyyouhelping?

Me:Idon’tknow

Helookedatmefoldinghisarmsandsmiling.

Me:What?

Ntokozo:itsfunnyhowyoutwoare

Me:funnyhow?

Ntokozo:hisoverprotectiveofyouandyouover



protectiveofhimyetyoulazytotelleachotherwhat

exactlyyouguysarefeelingforeachother.

Me:Whichus?

Ntokozo:Ohno,amnotabouttoruinmybet

Me:bet?

Ntokozo:Yep.TheguysandaIhaveabetonyou

soyoufigureitoutyourself

Therewasaknockonmydoorandiwatchedhim

standbytheframenotvisiblewithhisgunout.I

walkedtothedoorandopenedittofindNkosi

standingtherewithfishawaysinhishand.

Me:boss

Nkosi:Sbonelo

Ilookedathimconfused

Nkosi:thatmynameNkosazana

Me:Ididn’tpaintyouasaSbokindofaguy

Webothlaughed

Me:letmegetthekeysforthebulgargates.



Iwalkedbacktotheloungecleaneduptheextra

cupandstuffandhelpedNtokozosneakoutfrom

theslidingdoorsandwentbackopenedupforhim.

Me:whatbringsyouthisside

Nkosi:ifiguredyoumightbeboredoutofyoumind

Me:iwasactuallygoingthroughsomework

Nkosi:iwaswonderingwhymyphonenotringing

Ilaughed

Me:astillwrappingmyheadaroundit.Ihelpdish

outforhimopenedthefridgetookoutoneofPhila

drinksandgavehim

Nkosi:youdrink?

Me:nope,itsforguests

Nkosi:youmakeyourguestdrinkexportedbeer?

Itookabottleandlookedatit.

Me:thisisexportedbeer?

Nkosi:yepis110dollarforsixpackinjapan.

Me:youmustbekiddingme.



Iopenedthefridgeandtherewasmorethan6

Nkosi:yep,SpaceBarleyistheyname.

Me:hmmm

Nkosi:Youdidn’tknow

Me:nope

Heopeneditupanddrankitwithhiseyesclosed

andgrinned.

Nkosi:itworthit

Me:Letmetaste

Itookhisbottletookasipandlookedathimafter

coughingitout.

Me:Itssour

Nkosi:itsbeer

Idrankwaterandwipedthefloor.Isatonthehigh

chairanddishedoutforbothofus

Nkosi:goingtotellmewherethebeercomesfrom?

Me:Nope



Nkosi

Ilookedather,iknewyouhavetobearealbeer

drinkerlikeItolovethis.

Me:icanguess?

Nkosazana:AmnotansweringthatSbonelo

ShesaidmynamefunnyandIlaughedeating.

Me:Goingtotellmewhoheis?

Sheturnedlookingatme.

Nkosazana:howdidyouknow

Me:Agirlasbeautifulandsmartasyoucantbe

single

Shelaughedasifindisbelief.

Me:Plusivbeenherebeforeremember,iswapped

yourwholehouseandyouneverhadacoffee

machine,andaskilletandtoaster

Nkosazana

Ilookedatallthethingsthathewaspointingat.



Nkosi:andthosearenotregularcoffeeappliances.

Me:amIunderinvestigation?

Hegrinned.

Nkosi:Amsorryifambeingtocurious.

Me:Noitsfine,iamseeingsomeone.Ithoughtits

somethingnewandwemovingslowlyandfranklyI

didn’tnoticethesesmallchangesuntilyoupointed

themout.

Helaughed

Nkosi:really?

Me:yep

Nkosi:wellrestassuredtheguyismarkinghis

territory

Me:looksthatway.

Nkosi

IlookedathersmilingandIknewshewillneversee

measaboyfriendbutmoreofafriendorbrother.



Me:Areyouhappy?

Shekeptquietabitthansmiled.

Nkosazana:Therenotmuchtobehappyaboutin

mylife,buthemakesthingsworthit.

Me:Thatgood

Nkosazana:yeahbutamnotsurehelikesmeas

muchIlikehim.

Me:Hebroughthiscoffeemachinehere,heloves

youasmuchashiscoffee.

Webothlaughed.

Nkosazana:Thanks

Me:For?

Nkosazana:Comingby,Ididn’tthinkineededthis

untilyougothere.

Me:Itsapleasure.

Weatetalkingaboutworkandmostlymeupdating

heronthings.Itookmyfeelingsandshovedthem

deep,maybefornowallIneedtobeisbeherfriend..



Finallyamabletopost

[10/05,07:17]Mukoko:Insert22:

Nkosazana

AfterNkosileftIcleanedabitaroundthehouseand

noticedthatIhavesomanythingsthatbelongto

Phila.ihadanothercouch,biggerTvandawhole

soundsystem.Hisgamesandjoystickswerethere

andinthebedroomtherewerehalfhisclothesin

mycloset,heckthebeddingwasblackandIdon’t

rememberbuyingablackbedding.Itoucheditand

itwassilk,iwalkedtowardsthebathroomand

foundhisshampooandstuff.

Phila:Hi

Iturnedtofindhimstandingthereholdingblue

rosesinhishandandasmallbox.

Me:Hi

Hewalkedcloserkissedmycheekandhandedme

theflowers.Ismiledrememberingthegesturehis

fatherusedtodoandsmeltthem.



Me:Keepingtradition?

Phila:Yeah.

Iwalkedouttookavaseandplacedtheminthere.

Heplacedthesmallboxnexttotheflowers.

Me:thisisminetoo?

Phila:yep

Iopeneditandsawthecutestchaineverwitha

smallheartandastoneinit.

Me:Thisisbeautiful

Phila:Wantmetohelpyou?

InoddedandhehelpedmewithitandHewalked

metoafulllengthmirroronmywallthatInever

knewwasthere.

Me:thankyou

Phila

Shedidn’tsoundherself.Iturnedheraroundand

lookedather.



Me:Wassup?

Nkosazana:Itsnothing

Me:NotwhenyousulkingandIcanseeit

Nkosazana:Itsbeen3dayssinceivbeenoutof

hospitalandallyourthingsarehere.

Me:Okayand?

Shelookedatmefrustrated.

Nkosazana:Itsnothing.

Me:Iwon’tknowifyoudon’ttalk.Iwalkedtothe

tinyfridgeandtookoutabeertosee3beers

missing.IstoodthereforsometimethinkingcauseI

knowshedoesn’tdrink.Iwenttothebinandfound

themthere.Ilookedatherandshewasstanding

theresilently.

Me:Youweretellingmeaboutmythingsbeingin

yourapartment.Itookthebeeropeneditanddrank.

Nkosazana:Itsfeelslikeyoumovingin.

Me:WellNkosazanathatwhathappenswhenyou

aremarried,peoplemoveintogether.



Nkosazana:Iknowbut

Me:Didyouhavevisitorstoday?

Nkosazana:Yes

Me:Who

Nkosazana:Nkosi

Me:Hmm,iseehebroughtyoufoodandyou

offeredhimbeer

Nkosazana:Yep

Me:Andyou’llspokeabout?

Nkosazana:stuff

Me:SotheconversationyouandIarehavinghas

nothingtodowithhimbeinghere?

Nkosazana

Ikeptquietandlookedathim.

Me:Thatbesidesthepoint

Isawhimchangefrombeingcalmtobeingangryin

aflash.



Phila:youaverysmartpersonNkosazanabutyou

canbeverystupid.

Me:Whatdoesthatmean.

Phila:Itsmeansfineillleave.

Iwatchedhimtakehisbeerandwearsneakersgrab

hiskeysandleave.Istoodthereconfused.Whatdid

Idoorsaythatwaswrong?AndwhatamIbeing

stupidabout?

Iopenedthefridgeandtookoneofthebeersasmy

phonerang.Ianswered.

Me:Hi

Oupa:Yougood?

Me:Yeahamgood.

Oupa:Iknowyouhealingbutiliterallyhavenoone

tocallandeveryonethatamwitharekindofdrunk.

Sopleasecomefetchus?Youcanuberherand

drivemycarback.Likeyouliterallytheonlyperson

Itrusttodrivemyvan.

Me:Sure



Oupa:Ngiyabongasisiwami.Weategagasini

Me:Illcomethrough.

Ilefthisbearwenttochangetohishoodieandmy

blackjeansandwhitesneakers.Downloadedthe

uberappandwentthere.SawOupatruckbutthere

werenottheresoIwentintheclubandfoundhim

withhisfriendsandgirlfrienddrunkbeyondwords.

Oupa:ourrideishere.Hescreamedgivingmethe

keysashisfriendscalledthebartenderformore

shots.

Oupa:10moreminutes.Inodded.

Phila

Ijustwokeupfromanapwhenmyphonewas

ringingnonestop.Igotupandcheckedittoseeit

MluandIignoreditcausewhereeverheis,his

panickingovernothing.Igotintheshowertooka

showerwhilethinking.IreallydontgetNkosazana.

AmbeingaspatienceasIcouldwithherbutshe

justpushingmeawaynotevenleavingasmall



wholeformetobouncein.Igotoutoftheshower

tookmyphoneandsawMluandXolamilliontexts

thanavideoofNkosazanadancingontopofthe

table.

Phila:Whatthefuck?....

[10/05,07:18]Mukoko:Insert23:

Phila

Iwasdrivinglikeamaniactotheclub.

Nkosazana

Ihavenoideahowigotdrunkbutafterafewsips

tastingsomewinesomegirlwashavingafterthey

askedmetodrinkandnowhereIwasdancingtoDj

ThukzinaguyIonlyheardaboutafewminuteago

andhereIwasdancingmylifeout.WhenMluand

XolawalkedinIknewitwasamatteroftimebefore

PhilawalkedinthosedoorsoImovedtothestage

anddanced.OupawaspanickingcauseheknowsI

haveneverdrankanythinginmylife.Ifoundmyself



withamicandtherePhilastoodbythedoor.

“ladiesisandgentlemen

Tonightisyourluckynight”

Everyonewasscreaming.

“thelovelymanthereatthebackwearingPuma

trackpantswaskindenoughtobuteachandevery

oneofyousomeshots...”

Thecrowdwentcrazy.

“bartenderbringthoseshot!!”

Istartedchantingshotsshotsshotsandthewhole

clubwentcrazyscreamingitandIsawhimsignal

forbartenderstodistribute.

“TolifewithPhila!!!”

Peoplechantedthesamewordsnotunderstanding

whatImeantandOupahelpedmedown.

Oupa:Whothatangryman?

Me:Myhusband

Ishowedhimmyhand



Oupa:Sincewhen?

Me:Herecomesmylovelyhusband.Philathisis

OupamychildhoodfriendandconfidantandOupa

thePhilamyhusband.

Oupa:Amsorry,shedoesn’tdrinkbuttoday...

Phila:Itsokay,illtakeherhome.

Me:hmmmMlu

Helookedatme.Itookthekeysoutandgaveitto

him.

Me:Oupatrustonlymewithhistruck,andItrust

you.Nowcanyoudrophimoffathomewithhis

friends

Mlu:Shobosslady

Me:Thanks.

IturnedtoOupa

Me:Yousafeandtextmeinthemorningwhenyou

up

Oupa:Willdo.



Ihuggedhimandtriedtowalkwhichwasastruggle

sophilapickedmeupandhewalkedouttothecar,

placedmeinthebackseatgotinthecaranddrove

offspeeding.Ikeptquiet.

Phila

Idrovetomyplacewithher.Thangotinthere

pickedherupwalkedintothehouseandplacedher

onthefloor.ShewasquietasIwalkedtothe

bathroomandadjustedtheshower.

Me:Undressandgobathplease.

Nkosazana:Am...

Me:Justtakeashower

IlefthertherewenttothekitchenfoundNtokozo

there.

Ntokozo:Iclearedtheclubcamera’sandsentout

linkstoeveryoneattheclubwhentheyclickonitall

videostakenaroundthetimesheistherewillclear

out.

Me:Thanks



Ntokozo:Whereisshe

Me:shower

Ntokozo:hmm

Ilookedathim.

Me:what

Ntokozo:Don’tbetoohardonher,thisisallnewto

herandshecopingwithitthewaysheseesfit.

Me:Anddrinkingisoneofhercopingmechanisms?

Ntokozo:yes

Ikeptquietforsometimeandlookedathim.

Me:whatareyounottellingme?

Heraisedhishandssurrenderingandslowly

backedawayleavingmeinthekitchenwithmy

thoughtsandImadeherlemonteaandwalkedto

thebedroomfoundherstandingbytheclosetthatI

hadarrangedforhertohavehere.Shewaslooking

atadressthathastinymushroomsonit.

Me:doyoulikeit?



Sheturnedlookingatme

Nkosazana:itsmines?

Me:Theyyours,iknowyouintocrazyclothingsoI

showedastylistofmineyourstyleandshe

arrangedyourwardrobelikethis.

Shewipedatearwhichconfusedme.

Nkosazana:youdidthisallforme?

Thatmademeshy.

Me:Yeah

Sheturnedtoallthedifferentcolourcardigansigot

herandstockingthathadfunnycharacter.

Nkosazana:yougotmeMickeymousestockings?

IhadnoideawhothehellisMickybutinodde.

Nkosazana:andMickeymousesneakey

Phila:yeahigotyousomesneakersandhada

friendthatpersonalisedyourfavouritecartoonson

them

Shewasquietforsometimethansmiledatme.



Nkosazana:why

Me:whywhat?

Nkosazana:whydoallthisformewhenivbeenan

asstoyou

Ikeptquietforsometimeandwenttositdownwith

heronthefloor.

Me:amnotthebestpersontobehitchedtoobut

amnottheworsetoo.IloveyouNkosazana

Shelookedatmenowcrying.

Me:iknowwehaveknowneachotherforaweek

butascrazyasitmaysound.Ireallydoloveyou.

Nkosazana:iloveyoutoo

Ilookedathershockedandshesmilednodding.I

slowlymovedclosertoherkissingher.

Me:ishouldhavetoldyousoonerifthiswasgoing

tobeyourreaction.

Shegiggledshylythanlookedatherclothes.

Nkosazana:Didyoumakeanextrakeyforme?



Ilookedather.

Me:youmovingin?

Nkosazana:theseclotheswontfitinmycloset.

Ilaughed

Me:soyoumovinginbecauseofyourclothes?

Sheshruggedmakingmelaughasirolledontopof

herasshegiggled.

Ntokozo

Igottomyapartmentandworkedontherhythmfor

Nkosazanaideaandfinallyfoundamatchthatwe

canpinallthison.Soididallthebackloadofwork

thatNkosazanagavemetouploadthanwroteatext

usingNkosazanaphonenumbermakingitlooklike

itsfromhertoNkosi

“pleaserunthesekeywordsonthesystemthisis

justanotherangle”

Thanpressedsent.

IhopeherplanworkorPhilagoingtokillus...
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Nkosi

Isawhertextandknewshewasworkingall

afternoontogettheseguys.SoIranthecheckthe

namesandawholebunchofpeoplewithsimilar

crimeswaspoppingup.Girlmightbeonto

something.

Nkosazana

Iwokeupwithabangingheadache.Iopenedmy

eyesandclosedthemagain.Thesonandvoices

soundedlikescreams.Iworemynightgownand

slowlywalkedtothekitchenweretheyvoiceswere

louder.

Phila

Whenshecameintothekitchenshelookedlikea

mess.



Mlu:Nkosazana

Sheraisedherhandtoherheadandclosedher

eyeswhiletheguyslaughed.Shesatontheempty

chairandImadeforhersomecheesegrillersand

baconandcuthersomespicychickenplacediton

thetableinfrontofherandcoldbeer.

Nkosazana

Ilookedatthemountainoffoodandtheguyswere

havingthesamethingasI.Amacceptedasoneof

theguysnow?

Itookabiteandatelikeivnevereatenfor10

days,washeditdownwiththebeer.

Phila:howyoufeeling

Me:Better

Mlu:Ididn’tthinkyouwereadrinker

Me:amnot

Xola:Whathappenedyesterday

Me:Nothing.Letmeleaveyouguystodobusiness



Phila:Therehavebeenanarrestthismoment.

Ilookedattheguysandeveryonewashere.

Ntokozolookeddown.

Me:whatarrest

Phila:Scorpionwasarrested

Me:Pleasetreatmelikeakid,whothehellis

scorpion?

Phila:HisoneofJozikings.Histheworsekindof

mantoevercross.Hehelpedisin2heistin

Johannesburgandnowtheyallbeingpingedon

him.

NowitsmakingsensewhyNtokozowaslooking

down.Igutupandrantothebedroomtookmy

phoneandsawthetextsandmessagesfromNkosi

throughoutthenight.Ijumpedintotheshower

quicklyworetheWhiteMickeymousehoodieand

blackpantsandsneakersandgotouttofindPhila

standingthere.

Phila:whereyougoing?

Me:work



Phila:butyouonleave

Me:myphonebeenblowingup

Phila:But...

Me:Nobuts...theyfoundoneoftheguysthatonce

workedwithyou.Whatdoyouthinkwillhappen

next?

Ikissedhischeekbeforerunningout.

Ntokozo:illdriveyou

Hegotupbeforeanyonesaidanythingandfollowed

mewiththeguyslookingathimconfused.

Me:youdidit?

Ntokozo:yesbutIdidn’tknowthatthealgorithm

willpicksomeonethatweknowandworkedwith

before

Me:Illfindaway

Ntokozo:thisisamessNkosazana.Ifscorpion

talks...

Me:thiscan’tbehappeningjustlastnightPhilatold

mehisfeelingsabouthimandtodayamgettinghim



arrested!!Amreallyabadwife.

Ntokozolookedatme.

Ntokozo:morelikeadeadwife!.....
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Nkosazana

Iwalkedintothebuildingandfoundeveryonebusy

andtheplaceabuzz.IwalkedontocaptainNkosi

officeandhehuggedme.Hewassohappy,just

thanthecommanderwalkedinsmiling.

Commander:Nkosazana,Nkositellsmethisisa

littlehunchfromyouthatgottheballrolling.’

Me:Oh

Nkosi:Yepyoursmspointedmeintheright

directionand5arrestslaterhereweareandyou

won’tbelievewherewefoundhim?

Me:Where?

Nkosi:HisfromJohannesburgbuthewashere

on”business”



Me:Wherearetheynow?

Nkosi:Holdinginvestigatingrooms.

Commander:Ifyouwanttoseethemyoucanso

youcanidentifywhohityou.

Me:thankyouiwill

MyphonewasringingandIlookedatthenumber

thatIdidn’tknow.

Me:Hello

Busisiwe

Iknowishouldhavewaitedforhertobetheone

callingmebutitsbeenaweeknow.

Me:Hipleasedon’thungup.

Nkosazana:Okay...

Me:ItsBusisiweCele

Thantherewassilence

Nkosazana



Islowlymovedoutoftheofficeandgotinthenext

onesittingdown.

Busisiwe:Helo

Me:amhere

Busisiwe:sorrytojustcall

Me:Itsokay

Busisiwe:Willitbetomuchtoaskyouoverfor

lunchordinner.Whichevereasierforyou.

Me:uhmmm

Busisiwe:Please

Itookalongbreath,Iwasn’treadyforthisyetbutI

canonlyimaginewhattheymightbegoingthrough

rightnow.

Me:Okay,icandodinner.

Shesquealedmakingmelaugh.

Busisiwe:Thankyou,illsendyoutheaddress

Me:Thanks

Busisiwe:Youcanbringafriendifyouwant,



whateverthatgoingtomakeyoucomfortable.

Me:Thankyou,illseeyoulater

Busisiwe:Okay.Bye

ShehungupandIsatthereforasecondasNkosi

walkedinwithafile.

Nkosi:Yougood?

Me:Yeah,thatwasmybiologicalmom

Nkosi:Oh

Me:shewantsustomeetandIkindadon’tknow

whattosaytoher.

Nkosi:Justbeyou

Me:Yeah?

Nkosi:Youruboffonpeople.

Me:Thanks.

Nkosi:ready?

Me:For?

Nkosi:Takingacrackattheguys,theyhavebeen

heresince3amandtheyhaven’tspoken.



Me:oh

Nkosi:yeahletgo

Phila

IwaitedinNtokozoloungeforhimtobebackand

theminutehewalkedinhefroze.

Ntokozo:whatareyoudoingherebafo.

Phila:sothathowgreetmethesedays?

Ntokozo:awbafo

Me:Lasttimeicheckyouhatedbeinginthepublic

Ntokozo:istilldo

Me:yettodayyouhavedonesomuchoftraveling!

Ntokozo:shemademedoit

Me:dowhat

Ntokozo:manipulatethesystemtogenerateresults,

whatwedidn’tcountonitforittospewupsuspects.

Me:Startfromthebeginning.



Hewonttellingmeaboutasystemthatthecreated

in3daystogeneratemoresuspectstowidenthe

investigationbutnottakingintoaccountthatitwill

narrowdownthelist.

Me:whatwrongwithyoubafo?Sincewhendidyou

becomesostupid

Ntokozo:shemadeitsoundsosimple.

Me:Idon’tgetit,afewweeksagoyourlhatedthe

ideathatshepokingaroundnowyouhelpingher?

Ntokozo:shecaresforus

Me:Us?

Ntokozo:yesyouandus

Ilookedatmylongtimefriendandtheconviction

hesaidhisstatement.

Me:sonowwhat?YouguysarehangingScorpion

andhisguysforthis?

Ntokozo:shefixingthat

Me:howNtokozo!!!!Sheisjutakid,shedoesn’t

knowourworldandhowweoperate.



Ntokozo:thatwhereyoucomeinangithi

Ntokozo

Iwatchedhimasheslowlylosthiscool.Hereally

caredabouther.

Phila:idonotwantherinthis

Me:toolate.Iswitchedonmysystemandactivated

hercellphonespeakerforustohertheconversation

shehavingwithpeoplearoundher.

Phila:remindmetoswitchoffmyphonewhenIgo

inimportantmeetings

Ilaughed.

“technologywillbetheendofus”...
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Nkosazana

Iwatchedfromthewindowastheytriedtheybest

tointerrogatethesuspectsbutnoonespokeaword



andthatseemedtobegettingontheinvestigators

nerves.

Commander:Yougiveitatry

Me:me

Commander:Yesyou

Me:Ivneverinterrogatedanyoneinmylife.

Commander:Justgiveitatry.

InoddedasIwasnervous.Iwalkedtotheroom

whereScorpionthemastermindwas.

Scorpion

Theminuteshewalkedinlookingweirdincharacter

clothesandherbigclassesIsmiled,aretheyfor

realbringachildinhere.Sheslowlywalkedinand

thanwalkedoutagainandwalkedinagainwith

bottledwater.Sheplaceditonthetableand

removedmycuffswhichtookmeoffguard.

Nkosi



“whatthehellisshedoing?”

Commander:Letherbe

Scorpion

Itookthebottlewateranddrankup.

Me:thankyou

Ntokozo

Ifeltthehairatthebackofmyneckstandup.

Me:IsthatScorpion?

Phila:tapintothecameraintheroom.

Ididasheaskedandtappedintothecamerathat

wasrecordingandwewatchedasshewas

standingnexttothedoorwithherarmsfolded.

Scorpion

Her:pleasure



Shekeptquietandthatseemedtogettome.

Me:Ithoughtyouheretoinvestigateme

Her:MynameisNkosazana

Me:NicetomeetyouNkosazana

Shekeptquiet

Me:AsmuchasIappreciatethecompanybutare

yougoingtostandtherethewholetime?

Nkosazana:areyouinvitingmetosit?

Nkosi

“fuckshesogoodanddoesn’tevenknowit”

Ntokozo

“remindmenevertobeinahotsitwithher”

Phila

Istoodtherewatchedherplayingmindgameswith



him,hedoesn’tevenknowwhathittinghim.Allthe

angerIvfelttowardsherdisappeared,shewas

handlingherselflikeabossladythatsheis.

Nkosazana

MyheartwaspoundingagainstmychestbutIwas

notgoingtoshowhim.Iwalkedtothetableandsat

down.

Scorpion

TheminuteshesatdownIfeltmyheartfreeze.I

sawtheringofinfinityonfingerandIknowitfrom

onlyonemanwhowantedthatsetofringssobad

andthatisPhilaMazibuko.Irememberaskinghim

whytheseringsandheexplaintheyhistoryand

howhewillonlygivethisringtoawomanthatwill

behisforever.IrememberlaughingathimbutIsaw

theseriousnessinhiseyesandIknewhemeantit.

DoesthismeanthathissettingmeupforhowI

demandedthe30%cutinallthejobshedidin

Johannesburg?Isthissomerevengeorisita



coincidence?

Me:Lovelyring

Shelookedatitasforgottenthatshewearinga4.5

billionring.

Nkosazana:Thankyou

Me:youmustbewearingitwithpridesinceithas

somuchhistory.

Nkosazana

Iwasshakenthathewastalkingaboutmyring.Yes

IgoogleditafterPhilagavemetobeshockedhow

muchitsworthandthatitsanheirloomofthe

duchessbackin1842.

Me:allringshavehistory

Scorpion:Notasmuchasyours

Me:Wellitsunfairthativsharedmynamewithyou

yetIdon’tknowyours

Itriedchangingthesubjectandhelaughed.



Scorpion:Onlyonemaninthisworldownsthatring

withitmatchingpair

OhGodPleasedon’tsayhisname.

Scorpion:PhilaMazibuko!

Nkosi

Itookthenamedowninmylaptopanddidaquick

searchofhimandfoundouthisthedoctorthat

treatedher.YesIknewthatNkosazanaisseeinga

richguybutIdidn’tknowthatsheseeingthelocal

brilliantdoctorwhohappenstobedoingsomuch

goodintheworldandisalsoaselfmadeBillionaire

accordingtoPeoplesmagazine.

“holyshit,nowonderheexportshisbeer”

Iclosedthelaptopandwasnowlookingatthe

interviewwithneweyes....

[10/05,07:19]Mukoko:Insert27:

Scorpion



ShelookedatmeascalmasacucumberandIsaw

whyhepickedher,adamncopthatwillcoverhis

back.Ilaughed.

Me:Thisisfunnyshit

Nkosazana:Sharethejoke.

Me:Youpinningyourhusbandscrimesonme.

Ntokozo

“holyshit,weneedtogetherfromoutofthere”

Phila:wait...

Nkosazana

Itookadeepbreathandlookedathimcalmlywhile

myheartwashammering.

Me:Nowletgooverfactsandsometimelinehere

soIcanseewhereallthiscomingfrom.Meframing

youandall.

Iopenedupthefileonthetable.



Me:1am25yearsoldandthecrimesyouarebeing

taggedwithare10yearsold.Iwasstillinschool

backthan.

2myrelationshipwithPhilahereisoutofa

question,yeshisabusinessmanandhasenemies,

somehisawareofandsomeheisn’t.Iguessyou

fallinthelistofthosehisnotawareoff.

Thanthereislastly.EvenifIwantedtoframeyou,I

couldn’tandamnotthatstupid.Wefeedthesystem

informationandtheyfeesusleadsthatwecan

trackwhichamprettysuremybossdid.Nowsince

wehavegottentoknoweachotherandyouknow

whomyHusbandis...

Nkosi

Commander:Didshejustsayhusband?

Ntokozo

Irantomylaptopandhackedthedatabase

changedherworkingprofiletomarriedeverywhere



inthesystemandgeneratedamarriagecertificate

thatsayshebeenmarriedfor3yearsandpressed

update!!

Nkosazana

FuckIsaidhusband.

Scorpion:Husband?

Me:Nowthisiswhatgoingtohappen.Itookouta

piecepfpaperandpen,placeditrightinfrontof

him.

Me:yougoingtowriteaconfession

Scorpion:confession?

Me:Yepaconfession.Imovedclosertohimhiding

thecamewithmybodyandlookedathummouthed

“Lawyer”andshiftedagainsoIdon’tblock

anything.Iprayhegotmymessage

Scorpion

Ilookedatherconfused.Didshejustmouthed



lawyer?

Me:Lawyer?

Shesmiledandlookedatme.

Nkosazana:amsorrydidyousaylawyer?

Inodded.

Nkosazana:Pleasebevocalsir,wedontwantyou

sayingthecopsmistreatedyou

Me:Iwantmylawyer.

WhichIhavenoideawhotocall.

Shepattedmyhandandsmiled.

Nkosazana:Ohwantsomeonetocomeholdyour

hand?

Shethangotupandmovedfromthedoor.

Nkosazana:Round1wonbyNkosazana...seeyou

intrailbitch.

Nkosazana

IslammedthedoorquicklysentatexttoNtokozo



tellinghimtogetScorpionalawyernow.Icalmed

mynervesandwalkedintheofficeabouttodothe

bestactingthisworldhaseverseen.Ican’tbelieve

stayingwithZoeyallthoseyearsitfinallypaying

off...

Goodnightzithandwa
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Ntokozo

Phila:didyoufuckenseethat!!!

Hewasshockedandsmilingatthesametime.

Me:youtwoaremadeforeachother.

Ireceivedatextfromheraskingforalawyer

Me:Shewantsalawyerforhim

Phila:CallMncwango

Nkosazana



IgotintheofficeandIwasshaking.The

commanderandNkosiweresohappywithhowI

handledthingsandhuggedmewithbigsmiles.

Commander:Yougoingfarmychild

Me:Thankyou

Commander:lookforthelawyerlistedforhimand

callhimorher.Goodwork!

Nkosi:Youmarried

Me:Givenwhoheis,ikindofdidn’tsharebecausei

wanttomakeanameformyselfbymyselfnot

becauseofwhoheis.

Nkosi:Makessense.Congratulations

Me:Thankyou

Commander:Letmeleaveyoutwotobuildthe

strongestcaseever.

Nkosi

Icouldseeshewasstillshaken,andIwasstillhung

uponthefactthatshewasmarriedallalong.



Me:Soyoumarriedabillionaire

Nkosazana:ThatIdidn’tknowuntilitpoppedupon

thenetyesterday

Me:isee

Shelookedatmeforsometime.

Me:what?

Nkosazana:doesmebeingmarriedchangeour

friendship?

Me:now

Nkosazana:goodcauseilikehavingyouasafriend

Me:metoo

Yeahright!!..

Scorpion

Afterthinkingthisoverandoverthedoorsopened

andMncwangothemostexpensivelawyeriknow

walkedin.Thisladyknowshershitandshesat

fromacrossfromme.Justasthedooropenedand



thetwodetectiveNkosazanaandNkosistoodthere

Mncwango:Ihopetheinterrogationwasgood?No

bodilyharmorwhatsoever?

Me;shetreatedmewell.

Nkosazana

Sheturnedtolookatmeandshesizedmeupfrom

headtobottomthansmiledlookingatmemaking

mybloodchill.

Her:EnhleMncwango

Me:Nkosazana

Enhle:Nicetomeetyou,thisisgoingtobesomuch

fun.Shegrinned.

Enhle:Kindlyclosethedooronyourwayout!

IlookedatNkosiandwewalkedout.

Me:whoisshe?

Nkosi:themeanestbitchinlaw.Weontheright

trackifhishiringher.Shehelpsthecraziest



scumbagsintheworld.

Me:Isee

Nkosi:Yep,nowweneedtoworkharderthanthis

causesheisabouttoshredallourevidence.

“letgettoit”

ItookoutmyphonetextedBusisiwe.

“sorryIhavetocanceldinnertoday,bigcasethat

amworkingonistakingallmytime.Canwedo

breakfastplease?”

Isentandsherepliedinseconds

“sure,allthebestdear.Textmeinthemorning”

“Thankyou...Goodnightmom ”

Busisiwe

Ireadthetextoverandover.

Me:shesaidmom.

Ilookedatmyhusbandandhesmiledwithme.



Phila

Ihadthechefovertopreparedinnersince

Nkosazanatoldmeshecominghomelate.Soihad

prepeverythingwhenthedoorbellrangandI

walkedtoopenittofindEnhleMncwangowitha

blackcoatandjudgingfromthepastwehavehad,i

knowthatshehasnothingunderneaththatcoat.

Enhle:Cameformycheque

Shepushedmeinandremovedhercoatshowing

meabangingbodywrappedupinthemostsexiest

lingerie,asifGodsuddenlyhateme.Nkosazana

walkedinandhersmiledisappearedfromher

face....

GoodMorning
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Nkosazana



IstoodthereforasecondwhilePhilajumpedup

andEnhlestoodtherewithherbangingbody.

Phila:Itsnotwhatyouthink.

Iclosedthedoorleftmyfilesatthesidetableand

lookedatthemwithEnhlelookingsmug.

Enhle:Soyouscrewingtheinvestigatorandthe

opposinglawyer?Isthishowillbegettingthe

information?

Phila

IlookedatEnhleandthanatNkosazana.

Me:Babe

Nkosazana:hmmm

Me:Amnotsleepingwithherandhaven’tbeenfor

thepasttwoyears.

Nkosazana

Enhle:wow



Phila:Canyoupleaseshutthehellupandletme

explainmyselftomywife.

IwatchedasEnhlenearlychokedonherSaliva

Enhle:Wife???

Philaturnedlookingather.

Phila:Yeswife.

Idon’tknowhowitescalatedbuttheyendedup

goingbackandforthwithEnhletellinghimhowhe

usedherallthoseyearssoIjustleftthemthere

wenttothebedroomundressedandtookalonghot

showerwithtearsstreamingdownmyface.

“howonearthamIgoingtocompetewiththat“

Phila

“LookIknowwehavebeenonandoffforyears

nowbutwebothknewthatwejustfuckbuddies”

Enhle:Fuckbuddies?

Me:Yes...itsbeentwoyearssincewehavefucked

andIthoughtyouhavemovedonfromthatlikehow



Ihave”

Enhle:Ohandwhydidyougetyouguystocallme?

Me:Youarealawyerareyounot?

Shekeptquietforsometime.

Enhle:Doessheknow?

Me:Wenotgoingdownthatroad.Pleaseleave.

Enhle:Sothisisit?

Me:Yes

Enhle:Iguessillbesendingyouachequeformy

serviceswithScorpion.

Me:Cool.

Shetieduphercoattookherbagandleft.Istood

thereforasecondtookadeepbreathandturned

walkingtothebedroomtofindthebedroomempty

andiwalkedtothebathroomandthewaterwason.

IsatthereforsometimebutnothingsoIgotnaked

andgotintheshowertofindhersittingthereand

crying.Imovedherabitandsatdownwiththe

showersplashingus.



Me:Ididn’tsleepwithher

Nkosazana:Iknow

Thattookmeback.

Me:Thanwhyyoucrying?

Nkosazana:Idon’tknow,itsjusthurtstothink

aboutit.

Me:Thandon’tthink

Shelookedatmewipingherface.

Nkosazana:Younaked!

Me:Youareinashower

Nkosazana:Iknowbutyounakedwithmeina

shower

Me:Igotworriedaboutyou.

Nkosazana:Soyoucameafterme?

Me:Youmywife!

Nkosazana:iknowbut...

Ireallydon’tknowwhatpushedmebutIkissedher

andshewelcomedmebackasIslowlypickedher



up.IreallyneededhersomuchrightnowthatI

wasn’tthinkingaboutforeplayandmakingherneed

measmuchasIneededherthatIflippedherover

ontopofmeandslidherdownwithhermoaningso

loudasallherinsidehuggedmemakingmetakea

minutetoenjoythepleasureofbeinginherwarm

cosyhoneypot....

Sanibonani
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Nkosazana

TheminuteheenteredmeIfeltlikescreaming.Yes

ivhadsexbeforebutitwasn’tlikethis.Heheldme

tightasheguidedmeasIslowlygotthepaceof

howhewasgoingandwhenIgottherhythmi

startedridinghimfasterandfasterastheurgeto

explodegrewnearandhedigshisnailsintome.I

felthimgorigidandthesteamwasmakingithard

tobreathaswebothcollapsedandclimaxedasI

wentnumb.Heslowlyopenedthedoorlettingairin

asHeheldme,pushingmeabitintotheshower



allowingthewatertosplashonus.Icaughthim

slowlygrinningashekissedmyneckleavinglittle

bitemarks.

Phila:Youhaveanamazingbody

Iblushedashestartedmovingagainslowlymaking

meyearnforhimagain.

Enhle

Idrovetomyhouseandparkedfeelinglikeshit.

WhatdoesshehavethatIdon’t?Igavehim

everythingthatIwas.Iparkedinthegarageand

walkedintomyhousetofindaguysittingonmy

counter.Helookedbreathtakingandislowly

walkedin.

Me:Trespassingisacrime.

Him:Amnotstealinganythingthough

Me:Idon’tremembergivingyouakey

Heeyedmefromheadtotoeandgrinned.Iwalked

inclosertohimandstoodafewminuteawayfrom

himonthesidecounterbythecorner.



Him:SceloMakhathini

Me:EnhleMncwango

Him:Yourepresentingmyuncleinacrimehedidn’t

commit

Me:Okay

Him:Okayyourepresentinghimorokayyouknow.

Me:Okayamlistening.

Him:Hisknownasscorpion

Me:Isee

Him:Iknowyougoingtogethimout,allIwantto

knowiswhohiredyou?

Me:thatinformationisconfidential

Him:Really?

HejumpedoffthecounterandIstoodtherewithmy

heartpoundingsoloudinmychest.Hetuggedon

mycoatanditopenedupexposingthelingeriethat

Ihadon.

Him:Bigjoenevercametoparty?



Igrinnedonhowhereferstothe“D”

Me:Thewifecamehomeearly.

Hepickedmeupandplacedmeonthecounter.

Him:Ihavenowife...andIdidn’tseeanyhusband

hereeither.

BeforeIcouldanswerhimhesmashedhislipson

mylipsandkissedme,makingmebreathless.

Withinminutesmypantywasrippedoffmeandhe

washalfnakedashewentinhardrippingmy

insides.Therushandadrenalinewastomuch

makingmeclimaxoverandoveruntilhehadhisfill.

Scelo:Hisname?

HeslowlydraggedhimselfoutasIwasaboutto

explodeagain.

Me:Ican’t.....

Hemovedincircularmotionmakingmescream.

“Philaaaaaa....PhilaMazibuko“

HeslammedintomeasIshatteredintoamillion

piecesasherodemetillhecame.Hefinishedup



andgrabbedapapertowelthanwipedhimselfasI

sattherehelplessandexhausted.YesIwanted

somelovemakingtodaybutinsteadIgotfucked

untilmybrainscouldn’tanymore.

Scelo:Mynumberisonyoursidebookonyour

table.Callmeifyoudon’tgetyourperiods.He

walkedoffleavingmebreathlessonthecounter.

WhothefuckisSceloMakhathini?...

Loliknowitsshortlolammultitaskinglolcooking

andwriting

[10/05,07:20]Mukoko:Insert31:

Phila

Istoodbythedoorwatchinghercombherhair.

Nkosazana:Ilookokayright?

Me:youbeenaskingmethisallmorning

Nkosazana:Sheismymom

Me:andshewillloveyoujustthewaythatyouare.



Shefinishedupandappliedvaselineonherlips

stoodupandsmiled.Ilaughedlightlyather

cutenesswithablackskinnyjeanandavintage

whitetopwithslicesofpizza.Yespizzaandshe

woreherblacksneakerswithhersleekbun.

Me:Mypizza,igrabbedherkissingherlightlyas

sheblushed.

Nkosazana:yousurethepizzatopisnottoomuch?

Me:Babeyoulookperfect,canwegoamstarving

already.

Busisiwe

Iwasaballofnerveswhensheagreedtohave

breakfastwithustodaysoivbeeninthekitchen

makingfoodthatwewilleatwithmyoldest

daughter

Ntokazi:Momyousonervous

Me:IknowbabebutIjustwanteverythingtobe

okay

Ntokazi:Youstressingtomuch



Me:letmegotakeashowerquickly

Ntokazi:cool

IwebttoquicklybathandmeetNkosanawearinga

whiteTshirtlikeNtokaziwitahugepizzaandblack

jeans.

Me:whatwithyouandyoursisterandyourfunnt

clothes?

Nkosana:itsPizzadaytoday!

Ntokaziwalkedtothepassagewithherblackjeans

andsneakerswiththesameT-shirtasNkosana.

Me:whatdidyoupromisehimtowearthis?

Ntokazi:Pizza,ohandmomIgotyouatoptoo.Dad

wearinghis.Thisisvintagemom.

Me:Iswearyouguysaretoomuch.

Scorpion

Theguardscametoopenuptheholdingcelland

processedmeoutandIwalkedouttothefront

whereIfoundmynephewstandingthere.



Me:Thankyou

Scelo:Hitoyoutoomalume

Me:Howdidyouknow?

Scelo:Theguyscalledme.

Me:oh

Scelo:whydidn’tyoucallme

Me:Andsaywhat?

Scelo:AndsaythatPhilaMazibukohasturnedyou

in

Me:Hehasn’t

Scelo:Whyelsewouldhegetyoualawyer

Me:TohelpmecauseifIburn,heburns

Scelo:Malumetheygoingtolockyouguysin.

Me:Theynothemarriedtheprimeinvestigatorso

amsorted

Scelo:Amdoingmyresearchonhim.Ihaveguys

followinghimaround

Me:Why?



Scelo:ijustdon’ttrustallofthis

Me:Hisnotamantomesswith

Scelo:soamI

Me:PleasejusttakemehomesoIcanshowerand

eat.

Scelo:Cool

WedroveinsilenceasIwasthinkingaboutthe

youngcutedetectivethatjustmarriedPhila.

Me:Youknowwhatfunny?

Scelo:What?

Me:Arghnothing....iclosedmyeyesasIrest...

[10/05,07:20]Mukoko:Insert32:

Nkosazana

IwassonervousbutPhilahadhishandonmy

thighandkeptitthereascomforts.

Me:whatif...

Phila:lettalkaboutsomethingelsetodaybabylike



lookatthatcar.

Ilookedatthecarinfrontofme

Me:itsjustacar

Phila:it’sbeautiful

Me:youhavesomanycars

Phila:idonot

Me:youhaveawholegarageofcars

Phila:truebut...

Me:nobuts

WewerequietforsometimeAndIsawhimsmiling

Me:Thankyou

Phila:Theywillloveyouandiftheydon’tthanits

cool.Itstheyloss.

Me:thankyoubabe.

Scelo

MyphonerangasIwaspackingforJohannesburg



asmyunclewasinsisting.

Me:Sho

Spy:Illsendyoupicturesofhiswife

Me:Okay

Ihungupandafewminuteslaterthepicturescame

inandIsattherekeepingquiet.NkosazanaHlophe?

Thiscan’tbeher,izoomedthepicturesandIsawit

washerIfeltmyheartacheandasmallheadache.

TheSalivainmymouthdisappearedandIsaton

thebedlookingthroughmypictures.Ihavetosee

her.Ihavetotalktoher,explainmyselftoheryes

itsbeenyearsbutIhavetomakethingsright.

Phila

Isawthatacarwasfollowingusfromthetimewe

leftDurbantillnow.Isawagarage.

Me:Canwepeeandbuywater?

ShenoddedandIdidn’tindicateandjustofframpto

throwthemoffandtheyquicklydidthesamesoi



parkedatthesideofthestoreandsmiledat

Nkosazanawhowasbusyonherphonewithcandy

crush.

Me:Illberightbackbabe.

ShenoddedandIwenttothestorebroughtwater

andwentbacktothecar.

Me:Babedon’tyouwanttopee.

ShelookedatmeforasecondandIlaughed

Me:areyoupushingtoseeifpeecomesout?

Shelaughed

Nkosazana:yeah

Me:whatifasmalldropcameout

Nkosazana:itsillfeelitbeforeitscomesoutand

yeahIneedtopee.

Me:Illwaithere

ShenoddedandgotoutandImovedtotheboot

openedthelowerparttookoutagunandasilencer

andassembleditthantookofabaghidingitand

walkedrighttothecarthatwasfollowingmeasit



speedawayandIaimedatittiresasitmade

screechingnoseanditsflippedrollingofftheroad.I

rantowardsitandgottherefirsttoseethetwo

guysinthereandiopenedthedoortookoutthey

phonesandtoretheytopputitonthetankandlight

itasIslowlyrantowardsthecrowdthatwas

watchingfromafar.

Me:Moveback!!!!!....Theystuckandthecargoing

toexplode....moveback!!!

Everyonewasmovingbackandiquicklyrantomy

carputthegunthereclosedthebootasitexploded

intopieces.ItextedNtokozomylocationsndtyped

“clearsurveillancecamerasforanything

suspiciousplease”iswitchedofftheguysphones

andansweredquestionsfromonlookerstelling

themamadoctorwastryingtohelpbutIcouldn’t.

Nkosazana

IwalkedouttoacaronfirefromjustafarandPhila

surroundedbypeople.Iwalkedclosertohimwith

myheartinmythroatbuthewasfine.Heheldme



tight.

Me:Youokay

Phila:Come

Hemovedmetotheside.

Phila:Amnevergoingtolietoyouokay?

Inodded.

Phila:butIneedtoknowthatwhateveritellyou,

youcanhandlethiscauseyoumarriedtomeand

myworldisdifferentthanyours.

Me:Youscaringme

Phila:Iknowcomehere.

HehuggedmetightandkissedmyforeheadandI

lookedathimconfused.Hepulledmeintothecar

andtookhisbusinesscardwalkedoutandIsaw

himinthemirrorgiveittooneofthewalkersthan

gotinanddroveoffinsilenceofframpingatthe

sidewheretrucksstops.Helookedatme.

Phila:AmnottellingyouanythingrightnowcauseI

wantyoutogohometoyourparentsonaclear



mind.Amalsonottellingyouanythingrightnow

causeIwantyoutoenjoythislifetimeexperience

okay?

Me:Youconfusingme,whathappening.

Phila:Doyoutrustme?

Me:Yes

Phila:Trustmethatnotknowingrightnowisforthe

best.

Me:Inodded.Heopenedupthedashboardtookout

asmallboxandplaceditonmylap.

Phila:Pleasewearthat.

Me:Whatisit?

Phila:Anormalwatchbabywithatrackingdevice

andpanicbutton.

NowIwaspanickingbuthestartedthecarand

droveoffasIworethewatchandlookedathim

withmysideeyetoseethathewasn’thimself,like

awholenewhimpoppedout.Protectiveandalert

notthecalmrelaxedpersonthatIknow.Itookmy

handandplaceditonhisthighandwatchedhim



relaxabit.

Me:Amherebabe....amhere!!!

Idon’tknowwhyIsaiditcausevelehecanseeam

herebutthatcalmedhimabitcausehewas

calmingdown!!...

Sengikhona

[10/05,07:21]Mukoko:Insert33:

Busisiwe

ThebellrangandIopeneditandthereshewas

wearingsametopasmeandwebothlaughed

huggingeachother.

Phila

Istoodthereconfusedasthewholefamilywas

basicallylookinglikepizzas.Theywerehugging

eachotherwithtearsontheyfaces.Itwasreally

refreshingseeinghowsheissomuchlikeher



familyandhowtheyadoredeach.MrCelecameto

standwithmelookingintohisfamily.

MrCele:Beautiful

Me:Yes

MrCele:Shewouldn’thavebroughtyouhereifshe

didn’ttakeyouasfamily.

Iturnedlookingathimasthatwasunexpected.

Me:Iknow

MrCele:Whenareyousendingyourpeople?

Me:Icansendthemtomorrowmorning.

Helaughedandpattedmyshoulder.

Me:Iknowshewon’tsayanythingbutwealready

marriedsir

MrCele:Iknow

Ilookedathimshocked

MrCele:Amaguytooyouknow.Isawhowyou

lookatherandhowshewasholdingontoyoulike

herlifedependedonit.



Me:Oh

MrCele:Andhoweveryfewsecondssheturnsto

seeifyouokay.

Webothwerequietandshedidturnafterawhile

lookingmywaysmiling.

MrCele:Yousee

Inodded.

MrCele:Iknowyouwerenotaskingformy

blessingsbutyouhavegotthemandwhenweare

settledyoucanbringyourlobola.

Me:Thankyou

Busisiwe

“whatareyouguyswhisperingabout”

Theguyslaughedaswewalkedtositdownandeat.

Ntokazihasalwaysbeenashyreservedgirlbut

todayshewassmilingandtalkingNdlaughing.She

hititoffwithNkosazanaandIlovedseeingthat.I

lovedhowtheywerelaughingandsharing



Me:Thanksforswingingby

Nkosazana:Thankyouforhavingmeoverma

Myheartswellsathowmanneredshewas.

Me:Youwelcomedanytimenorcallmewhenever

youneedme.

Nkosazana:iwill.Thankyousomuchforgivingme

anopportunityofknowingyouguysandmylovely

sisteryoueverythingthativeverimaginedabigger

sistertobe.Thankyou.

Theysmiledhugging.

Ntokozo

AfterthetextandthevideoIknewthatPhilaneeds

usandthecrewsoIhadtheguysaroundhisplace

andhadcalledtheteamover.

Mlu:Repeat?

Me:Philawastargeted.Ishowedthemthefootage

whenhetookthoseguysoutandtherewassilence.

Mlu:Holycrap



Me:Wereyouguysfollowed?

Mlu:Iwasn’t

Me:Didyoucheck?Oryouassuming?

Mlu:Ichecked,ialwayscheck

Zola:Youguysneedtobecalm

Mlu:DidyouseePhilacalminthatvideo?

Zola:HewaswithNkosazana,hecouldn’triskher

beinghurt.

Mlu:whichmeanswearenotsafetoo.

Xolahasbeenstandingbythewindowwholetime

hisgottenhere.

Me:Xola?

Xola:Ithinkambeingfollowed.Thewholeroom

wentsilent.

Me:Whyyouthinkthat?

Xola:Isawthatcaroutsidemyapartmentwindow

andnowamseeingithere.

Weallrushedtothewindowtolookatthecar.



Me:Thatmyneighbournewcarbro.

Zola:Youseewepanicking

Andbeforeweknewittherewerebulletsflying

everywhereasweallwentdowndoingourbestnot

togetshoot.

Me:Movetowardsthebackdoorguys!!!!!!!!!....

Lolseeyouguysafter3...lolallyourquestions

shouldbeansweredthan

[10/05,07:21]Mukoko:Insert34:

Phila

Myphonebuzzedandilookedatitandthesos

showedonitandIlookedatNkosazanaandwith

herfamily.Iknowtheguyswereintrouble.Itracked

Ntokozotoseethathisathishouse.

Nkosazana



IsawhimchangeIexcusedmyselfandwalkedto

him.

Me:yougood?

Phila:ihavetogobabe

Me:amcomingwith

Phila:itsbestyoustayhere

Iturned.

Me:ma,wehavetogosomethingathisjobcame

up

Dad:aah

Me:ipromisetoseeyoutomorrow

Ntokazi:promisetodolunchwithmetomorrow

Me:ipromise.Ihuggedthemandkissedthemthan

gotinthecar.

“talktome”

Phila:Someoneafterus.Inthemorningthat

accidentwasn’tanaccident.

Me:Oh



Phila:IshotthecaranditflippedandItookthey

phonesandnowNtokozosentme“ “andthat

meanssomethinghashappened.

Me:oh

Myheartwaspoundingsohardaswewere

overtakinglikepsychos.

Ntokozo

Wewereallgoodaswegottothesecretroomthat

hadallthegunsandammunition.Zolawasalready

packingupshitthatwewillneedasIwasarming

thehousetoexplodein3minute.Mluwas

panickingwhileXolawashelpinghimwithhisbullet

proofvest.

Me:Readyguys?

TheyallnoddedandIpressedthecountdown

buttonandwestartedmovingtothecarfiringback

withZolaleadingustotheheavyarmedandbullet

proofcarandwegotindrivingtothesafehouse

wherePhilawillmeetus.Whatthehelljust



happened?

Nkosi

Thepoliceforcewasonalertasthegunshotswere

reportedandwhenwesawthecarsthatstartedthe

attackonlytofindouttheyregisteredunder

Scorpionandhisgang.Itookoutmyphonetrying

tocallNkosazanaandherphonekeptgoingto

voicemail.SoIrantothecargoingtoherplaceto

checkonherwithawholeteamandwhenIgot

thereitwasburnttoashes.

“geteveryoneherenow”

Anotherreportcamethroughofahouseblowingup

makingit5house.NtokozoMbuli,Zola

khoza,MlungisiZwideandXolashangeallthey

housesblewup.Igotinthecarracingtothe

hospitalwhereIknowthatPhilaMazibukoworks

andfoundoutthathehasn’tbeentoworkand10

minuteagohereportedafamilyemergency.Icalled

thestationandaskedforallthesenamestobe

tracedfindalinkand20minuteslatertherewasno



linksofthesepeopleknowingeachotherorany

camerainthecityseeingthemtogether.

“whatthehellisgoingonla???”Iwasnowstanding

atPhilaMazibukohousegatelookingatthehigh

wallsprayingthatNkosazanadrivesheror

someonedrivesheresoIcangetmyanswers....

[10/05,07:21]Mukoko:Insert35:

Scorpion

“whothefuckgaveyouorderstoattackhisteam”

Ilookedatmynephewandteam.

Scelo:weallknowtheysetusup

Me:Andyoudecidedtogotoanunnecessarywar?

Scelo:Theguys....

Scelo

Ifeltasharpslaponmycheekandinallmylifemy

unclehasneverlaidahandonme.Ilookedathim



andhewasangry.

Malume:Lookatallthemanhekilledinjustafew

hours?Youdrovethemtotheydeathsandnowhe

won’trestuntilhefindsoutwhodidthisandwhy!!!!

Me:Whyyousoscaredofhim

Malume:Son,amnotscaredofhimbutIlivedthis

longinmylineofworkcauseiknewwhichfightsto

fightandwhichfightsIcan’tfight.Andthisisa

fightthatgetpeoplekilled!!!

Me:wellyou....

Myunclephonerangandhelookedatitturnedit

aroundandPhilanamepoppedup.

Phila

“Scorpion“

HewasonloungerspeakerandIknewIwason

loudspeakertoo.INtokozohadhisdrownflyingso

thatwhenwegetthelocationweblowthemup.



Nkosazana

Iwasterrifiedwithyheartpoundinginmychest.

Phila:Ithoughtwehaveadeal?

Scorpion:Wedo

Phila:Notwhenyourmenareshootingatmymen!!

Scorpion:itmynephew.

Imovedawayfromthemandwalkedtothe

bathroomwashedmyfaceandwhendonewalked

tooneofthebedroomsandsatonthebed.I

switchedonthetvandmyheartcaughtinmychest

asavideoofmycondoburntintoashesandallour

photoswereontvastheyspokeaboutusmissing

andourhomesexplodingtoashesusingthesame

devicemeaningwewereallconnectedbuttheynot

surehow.Isattherelookingatthescenesand

peopleIknowandworkedwithworkingtimelessly

togetanswers.Ismelthimtheminutehegotinand

Ilookedathim.

Me:youblewupthecondo?Itsnotevenmines!

Phila:wehadtoo



Me:allourhomesareblownapartyours?

Phila:Wehavevaluablesthere.Wehavepeople

workingmovingthingsfromthehousetothenext

houseandmovingittothesafeaswespeakas

soonasthatisdonethanweblowingittoo.

Me:Why?Whyblowuptheplace?

Phila:causeweallagreedwhenshithitsthefan,we

vanish.

Ilookedathimconfusedashestoodtherelooking

atme.

Phila

Shelookedscaredandterrifiedatthesametime

withbigeyeslookingatme.

Nkosazana:whatyoumeanwevanish?

Phila:Thisisadangerousworldlove.Scorpion

nephewjustblewupourcoverbyshooting

everythingthatwehave...

Sheturnedandlookedatthenewsjustasbodies



wereidentified.4malesandonefemale.Iwatched

herashorrorreplacedbyfearasshewatchedthe

newsidentifyallofthemandthegirlbodyas

Nkosazana.

Busisiwe

IheardscreamsandIrantotheloungetofindmy

daughterscreamingandIlookedattheTVscreen

asthenewsshowedNkosazanahomeblewinto

ashesandabodytherethatmightbeNkosazana

body.

Ntokazi:callhermom...callhernow.

MyhandswereshakingassIcalledhernumberand

itwentstraighttovoicemailandIfeltalittlepanic.

Ntokazi:itscantbehermom,wejustmeether,we

cantloseheragain!!

[10/05,07:21]Mukoko:Insert36:

Scelo



Whenmyunclehangupsomethingdidn’tfeelright,

Philawassocalmandhesoundedlikehehaswon

Ntokozo

Mlu:howmanyminutestillimpact?

Me:2minute

Zola:allcarsarestillparked?

Me:yep.

Mlu:letbarbecuethem!!!

Scelo

Imovedtothefridgetogetsomewaterwheni

heardthesoundcomecloserandlouderiopened

thefridgeemptieditalloutandgotin,justintime

fortheimpacttohappenblowingmeandthefridge

offthewall.Irolledafewtimesandiopenedused

allmypowertoopenupthefridgeandwhenIdidall

aroundmewasrubbles.MyuncleandallthemanI

knewandtrustedweregone.Justlikethat.



Ntokozo

“itsawrap”

Weclappedhandscheeringandheardshouting

fromtheotherroomandkeptquiet.

Phila

Iwatchedherpacingupanddoingandblowingoff

steam.

Nkosazana:Thisisn’twhatIsignedupforPhila.

Whoaredothosebodiesbelongtoo?

Me:aJanedoe

Nkosazana:Andhowdidyougetitthere?

Me:wehaveourwayswhen“ ”issentoutand

everyonedotheypart.

Nkosazana:Ijustmeetmyfamilyandnowamdead

Me:Iknowitshardbutitstosaveus.Tosaveour

reputations.Itstoalsogiveusanotherchapterina



newplace.Anewcountry.

Iwatchedherlookatmeinhorror

Nkosazana:Youtellingmeamgivingupeverything

thatIknowandIam?Amgivingupmywholelifeto

justbewithyou?OhmygoshwhatdidIgetmyself

intoPhila?

Isawtearsrolldownherfacejustasthenews

showedanotherbombattackconfirmingthat

almosttwentybodieswerefound.Shelookedatme

thanwalkedoutoftheroomintothebathroom

bangingthedoor.Iwalkedofftotheloungetosee

theguystofindthemsittingtheresilently.

Mlu:Iguessshenottakingitwell?

Me:yeah

Zola:shelovesyou

Me:Sheright,amaskinghertogiveuptoomuch

Ntokozo:Wemovingoutofthecountry,startafresh

asnormalpeoplewithouthavingtolookoverour

shoulders.Everythingissetalltheorganisations

haveoffshoreaccountsthatwillfundthemandthe



crimeswehavedoneherewontfollowusso.

Me:Weallsignedupforthisbutshedidn’t

Xola:shemarriedyouknowingwhoyouare.That

girlissmartshefiguredyouputinlessthanaweek.

Leyitsinkinokay.

Me:Idon’tknowanymore

Mlu:Ifkungaziwenathinasiyini?

Zola:Wehavegoteachotherbackremember?Till

deathdousapart

WeallcheeredtothatbutIcouldn’tshakethe

feelingthatshemighthatemeforthis!

Scelo

Imanagedtogettothehotelandshowerandpack

everythingthatIneedandgetthefirstflightoutof

here.

3monthslater.



Nkosi

Lifehasbeenhard.Afterthebombingandthe

bodiesbeingidentifiedwiththeguysandtwoweeks

lateritwasDrMazibukohouseonflamesandhis

bodyfoundsurroundedbybottlesandthateatsme

causeIcouldhavetriedhardertohelphimwith

Nkosazanadeath.Welaterfoundoutthattheother

bombingwasScorpionandhispeopleandwehave

stillnotfoundthedronethatdidthedamage.Mr

Hlopediedofaheartattackafterhearingof

NkosazanadeathandZoeywentintodrugshard

andendedupoverdozing.Ifoldedthefileofthe

casesandclosedtheminaboxandlefttheoffice.I

gothometoanenvelopeandaboxonmydoorstep

andopeneditandfoundatickettoZanzibarforand

somepapersaboutawholeweekpayinthe

Bahamasandanote:

“hifriend

Iknowlifeisdullwithoutmeandmyfunkyoutfits

butIalsoknowthatyoudeserveawhooping

birthday.Ihopethishelpstotakeyourmindoff

things



IloveyouSboneloNkosi.Andthankyouforbeinga

friendandabrother

LoveNkosazana“

IhadtearsinmyeyesasIopenedthedoorsand

gotinwiththeboxandopeneditandfoundashit

loadofthatbeerandIlaughedatthegestureanda

smallnote.“happymemories”

[10/05,07:22]Mukoko:Insert37:

Busisiwe

Igottothekitchenmadethefamilybreakfastand

wesatdownasthedoorbellrang.Ntokazigotup

andcamebackwithbeautifulbluerosesandabox.

ShehandedmethebluerosesandIsmiledanda

smallnotewasthere“Forthemostlovingmother

anychildcouldeveraskfor”

IlookedatNtokazi.



Ntokazi:ayboididn’tsendyouanything

Nkosanatoretheenvelopeandtookoutticketsto

NorthDakota.

Cele:weliterallyknownoonethere.

Me:Iknow

Ntokazi:Thereisanote

“Sometimeswecan’texplainouractionsbutcan

onlyhopetoamendthem.

Fromyourlovingdaughter“

Ntokazilookedatmeshrugged.

Me:Whocoulddothis?

Ntokazi:itsnotmebutamdefinitelygoingtothat

NorthDakota.

Sheopenedtheboxandscreamedwithjoy.

Me:Yini?

Shetookoutadressthathadlittlebeesonthem

andIlaughed



Ntokazi:Thisisacustommadebeelineofthebest

fashiondesignerintheworld.

Me:Itshaslittlebeesthough

Cele:awyekeleintombiyami...uzobamuhlewena.

Nkosana:anythingforme?

Shetookoutaboxinsideandgaveittohimandhe

openeditscreamingandtookouttheshoeshis

beennaggingmetobuy.

Nkosana:amthefirstSAkidtoowntheseJordans.

Ntokazi:Samehere.

Me:Yourfashionsensekillsme.

Phila

IwokeuptoNkosazanavomitinginthebathroom.I

wokeupandgottheretohelpherwithherhairthan

whenshewasdoneshebrushedherteethandsat

onthetoiletseat.

Me:youbeendoingthisforaweeknow,thefluis

goneyetyoustillvomiting.



Nkosazana:Illbeokay

Iwalkedtomyofficeandgotheravitaminshotto

helpwiththelightheadednessandhelpedherto

bedandtuckedherin.

Nkosazana:Thanks

Me:Maybeyoushouldseeadoctor

ShelookedatmeandIlaughed.

Me:Notme.LikeanormalGP

Nkosazana:Youbeenhelpingmeandammuch

better.

Me:RememberwehaveatripinafewweekstoThe

Bahamas.

Nkosazana:Iknowandivbeenworkingoutbut

insteadamgainingweight.

Me:Ivnoticed.ButIlikeit.

Nkosazana:Thatamgaining?

Me:Yep.itsallintherightplaces.

Nkosazana:Whatevershewentdeeperinthe



blankets.IknewshewaspregnantbutIwasscared

intellingherandwantedhertofindoutherself.The

pastfewmonthshavebeenrockywithus.Starting

overherinNorthDakotaopeningsomeclubsand

investinginproperties.Itshasn’tbeeneasybutthe

guysandUshavepulleditoff.Ivbeenplanninga

surpriseforhertohaveherfamilyhereinthenext

comingdaysandforallofustotakeatriptoThe

BahamasafteraweektoseeNkosiandmaybeall

thatwillhelphergettheclosuresheneedinorder

tobeher.Yeswehavenewnamesandgotnew

jobsbutwemissedbeinghomeandexperiencing

likeinAfrica.

Me:ammakingadoctorsappointment

Nkosazana:Doasyouwishamsleeping

Scelo

Itsbeenmonthssinceivbeensearchingfor

Nkosazanaandtherehavebeennothing.Henever

cameforHlophefuneral.Herparentsweremoaning

herdeathlikeliterallyeveryonebelievedthatshe



wasgone.Istartedbelievingitbutapartofmekept

intellingmethatsheisn’t.Allthatwasstaged.I

walkedtotheloungeandfoundLindaMkhonto

layingtherenaked.Shewasnowmyregularfuck

buddy.

Linda:Yougood?

Me:Yeah

Linda:Youlookkindadown

Me:amfine.Idrownedmydrinkandwalkedbackto

herreadyformoreaction.....

Illseeyouguysinthemorning.goodnight!!

[10/05,07:22]Mukoko:Insert38:

Phila

Igottotheranchandfoundtheguystherealready

havingMiloandcrackers

Mlu:Itoldyouhewillcomeemptyhanded.Theyall

startedgivinghimmoney.



Me:Whatthebetaboutnow?

Mlu:Haveyounoticedthatitbeenaweeksince

Nkosazanabakedforusherdeliciousscones

Me:Yourlknowwheremykitcheniswhydontyou

guysstartatthemainhousefirst?

Mlu:Andhaveherbitemyheadoff

Me:Thanuseyourkitchen.Allthepropertieshere

havetheyownkitchens.

Zola:wenakewamoody

Itookadeepbreathandsatdown.

Me:Wepregnant

Theyallcheeredandlookedatme.

Me:Shedoesn’tknowandsherefusestogoseea

doctorcauseamtheretakingcareofher.

Zola:thanstoptakingcareofher.

Everyonelookedathim.

Me:andyouwonderwhyyoumotmarried.



Nkosazana

Ifinallywokeupanddraggedmyselftothekitchen

madesomethingtoeatandsatbythecouch

openedtheTVandwatchedsomeshowwhileI

stuffedmyface.Ihavebeengooglingmy

symptomsandeverythingsaysImightbepregnant

andthat’sstressingmebecausePhilaandIhaven’t

spokenaboutkidsyetandnowImightbecarrying

one.Itookmyphoneandcalledmyonlyfriendhere

aparttheguysLucywhoisheadoverheelsinlove

withZolaandhisjustnotpayingattention.

Me:Chommie

ShelaughedcauseshesaysitsfunnywhenIsay

that.ahAmericans!!!

Lucy:Hey

Me:Areyoufreetoday?Iwantustogoshopping

Lucy:Illcomepickyouupinanhourstime.

Me:Awesomeandthanks.Ihangupandwalkedto

thekitchencounterlookingatthebackandlooked

attheguysstandingbythetreedrinkingMiloand



laughing.Itslikewecreatedourownfamilyherein

thefarmwithalltheyhousesondifferentwingsof

thefarm.m

2weekslater

Busisiwe

Wewereonourwaytothestatesandthekidswere

excitedbeyondwords.Alittlepackwithinstructions

cameaweekafterthatandwefollowedeverything

asweflewonaprivatejet.Yesaprivatehet.We

weresittingonthebedafterwakingupwithmy

husband.

Cele:IvbeenajudgeforyearsnowandIknow

conspiracywhenIseeit.ThisisallPhiladoing

Me:Kahlebabakhe

Cele:Istillsayheistheonethatkidnapped

Nkosazanaandwhenshititthefantheonlywayto

saveherwastokillher.Iwoulddothesame

Me:Sheisgone!!!

Cele:Theminutesfromourhousetothetimeofthe



bombingissuspicious.

Me:Canwestoptalkingaboutthispleaseandjust

enjoythetrip.

Cele:IstillsaythishasthatMazibukoboy.How

elsedoyouexplainthe100kigotinmyaccounta

weekaftertheyvanishedreferencedlobola?

Me:Hemighthavehasitonfuturedated.

Cele:Amtellingyou...Ourdaughterisalive.

Phila

Thedrivetothedoctorshewasquietandall

nervous.Iplacedmyhandonherthighaswedrove

thereandgottothedoctors.

Nkosazana:Whatifthedoctortellsussomething

youmightnotlike.

Me:Like

Nkosazana:Idon’tknowbut...

Theycalledusandandshesmiledwelcomingusas

shespokeandilistened.



Nkosazana:Ihaven’tbeenwellforsometime.And

myhusbandbeingadoctorbeenhelpingmeget

wellbutthenauseaandlazinessissomethingelse

andIfeellikemybodyisoutofplace.

Doctor:whenlastyouhavehadyourperiod.She

lookedatmeandIshrugged.

Nkosazana:OhmyGod.

Shelookedatmeagain.

Nkosazana:Youknew?Youknewallalong?

Me:Knewwhat?

Shetookhertinypineapplebagandthrewitonme.

Nkosazana:Ivbeenstressingallalongandyou

knewImighthepregnantandsaidnothingtome?

Me:Inmydefencelove,wereyougoingtotakemy

word?

Nkosazana:Ialwaystakeyouwordyoulittlecreep.

Isawthedoctorsmilingtryingtoholdherlaughter.

Itsfunnybeingshoutedatbyalittlegirlwearinga

pineappledress.Yesherwholedresswasabig



pineapple.Andshetoppeditoffwithabagshaped

likeapineapple.

Doctor:Howaboutwerunthetesttoseeifyouare

beforewegetangryatthehusband.Shesatdown

andwedidthetestthatcameoutpositive.

Nkosazana

WedidthescanandforthefirsttimeinmylifeI

sawPhilacryatthesoundofourchildheartbeat.

Phila:Ngiyabongasthandwasame.

Igrinnedlikealovesickpuppy.Thisisourlittlejoy.

OurlittleAngel....

Illseeyouguysagainat9:30

[10/05,07:22]Mukoko:Insert39:

Nkosazana

Wewerehavingdinnerwithalltheguyscelebrating



thenewsandIvnoticedthatPhilawassonervous

andkeptoncheckinghisphone.

Me:Youokay?

Hekissedmycheek.

Phila:amgoodbabe.Justwaitingonsomething.

Me:Ohokay.

Ntokazi

IknewNkosazanawasalive.Andthisconfirmedit,I

knewshelovedusandshewasgenuineandIknew

herhusbandistheonedoingallthistosurpriseher.

Thegiftstoowerefromhimonhisbehalf.DadandI

havebeensearchingforthingsthatconfirmsher

existenceandwehaven’thadanyluck.Welanded

attheairportwerechauffeursweretherewaitingfor

us.Theyhelpedusintothecaranddroveusjustas

thesunwasabouttosetaswewenttothecountry

side.Thisplacewasbeautifulandlushand

screamedofrich.Myheartwaspoundingaswe

passedeachhouseeachbiggerthanthenext.



Mom:Thisissobeautiful

Dad:NowIwanttoretireherelikethis

Me:Seriously,Iwouldn’tmindmovingheretoo.

Wedrovetoadrivethroughandabeautifulhouse

wasattheendoftheroadandwedrovetothat

majesticbeautifulplainhouse.Myheartwasracing

astheguystoppedattheentranceandtextedon

hisphonethanturned.

Him:Thisit.Leaveyourbagsheresomeonewill

bringthemin.

Mom:Thankyou.

Wegotoutandhedroveinthegaragethatopened

andwewalkedtothefrontdoor.

Me:soweknockourwejustgoin?

Mama:weknock!

Phila

Theminutetherewasaknockmyheartjumpedout

ofmychestcausethiswasaspecialmomentfor



mywife.

Ntokozo:Igotit.

Ntokozo

IwalkedtothedoorandtherewasthewholeCele

family.Ichokedonthebeeronmyhandandsaw

Ntokaziandmyheartdidtinyflipflops.

Me:Comein.

Imovedtotheside.

Me:UhmGuys...wehavevisitors

Nkosazana:Lettheminbafo

Iwatchedastearsrolleddownhermotherand

sisterseyesandIwalkedthemtotheloungewith

Nkosazanabackonusasshewasplacingsome

saladsonthetablethansheturnedandfroze.

Nkosazana:Mama?

Ifelttearsinmyeyesastheyallcriedsmilingand

huggingeachother.



Phila

ThisiswhatIwantedformywife.Loveandbe

surroundedbylove.MrCelewalkedclosertome

andhuggedme.

Cele:Iknewit.Idon’tagreewithitbutIknowyou

willneverharmher.

Me:Amsorry

Cele:Sheissafe.

Nkosazana

Thepastweekwithmyfamilyhasbeenthebest

weekeverandwordscouldn’tdescribehowhappyI

amwitheverythingthathappeninginmylife.Am

pregnantandMyfamilyishereandlifeisjust

amazing.TodaywejustlandedintheBahamasto

partybeforemyfamilygoesbacktoSAandImust

saymyoldersisterandNtokozoarehittingitoff.I

rolledontopofmysleepinghusband.

Me:Thankyouforgivingmeeverythingthatmy



heartdesireseventhoughInevertellyoubutyou

nailthem.

Phila:anythingformylove.

IsmiledasIslowlymovedmypantytothesideand

sliddownhim.

Phila:Ilikehowyouwakemeup.

Nkosi

Todaywasmy3rddayhereandsurprisesare

comingleftrightandcentre.Nkosazanaoutdid

herselfamlikeaballerla.Iwalkedouttothedinner

atthehotelamonandsatdownaftertaking

everythingthatIwantfromthebuffet.Iwasmidway

tofinishingmyfoodwhenIheardherlaughterand

myheartfroze.Igotupasthelaughtergotlouder

thanIlookedatthecornerandthereshewas

NkosazanaMazibukolaughingatsomethingthat

herhusbandwassayingtoherandIwipedaway

mytears.Maybeandreamingbutmyfeetwere

takingmetoherandIstoodtherefrozeninplaceas

shelookedatmewithshockalloverherface.



Me:Nkosazana?

Nkosazana:Nkosi?

ShejumpedonmehuggingmetightandIcriedmy

eyeballsoutandlookedatPhilaanditallmade

sensethiswashisplansallalong.Hewinkedand

didasalutewithhishandandtheimagethathas

beenstuckinmymindfor10yearsnowpoppedup.

Hewastheheistkingandherkidnapperallalong.

Justthanlaughterwascomingfromoutsideandall

theguysthatwereburiedmonthsagowerewalking

inlaughing.Holyshit!!.....

Ngiyabuyango10

[10/05,07:23]Mukoko:Nkosi

IlistenedtoPhilaconfesseverythingandIjustsat

therelookedathimallshockedateverythingthat

hashappenedundermynose.

Me:soyou’llfakedyourdeaths

Phila:yes.



IwasquietforsometimethisistosurrealifIbring

theminImightbepromotedbutisitworthittolose

afriendshiponapromotion?Nkosazanalooked

beautiful,happyandexoticatthesametime.

Nkosazana:stopstaring,ampregnant.

Ilaughed.

Me:Itssuitsyou

Nkosazana:thankyou.

Me:whatnow?

Nkosazana:youdowhatyouhavetoo,ill

understand.

Me:amnotrattingyouout.

Everyonetookadeepbreath

Me:ButIwannaknowwhatnow?Yourfamily

knowsyoualiveandamprettysuretheywillliketo

seeyouoften.

Phila:Illnavigatearoundthat.

Me:Sceloisstillonthewind



Nkosazana:Scelowho?

IlookedatPhilaandheshookhisheadno.

Nkosazanadoesn’tknowaboutscorpionNephew.

Me:itsjustaleadIfollowed,nevermind.Amhappy

toseeyou.Shegrinnedsmilinghuggingmeone

lasttime.

Me:bestbirthdaygiftever.

ShelaughedlookingatherhusbandandIknewthat

eventhoughIwishedforhertobemywifebutI

knewthatamokaywithhavingherasafriendthan

losinghercompletely.Somyfeelingsforherinthat

wayhastodisbecausethisisenoughforme.

6monthslater

Nkosazana

todaywasmydayandIwasfeelingthepain.Phila

beennaggingtogotothehospitalandIdid.My

sisterwashereforthepast2monthssincesheand

Ntokozoareathingnowsowespentmostdays

together.Momanddadwascoming3weekslater



sincetheybothhavebigcasestheydealingwith.

Me:Wegoteverything?

Ntokazi:Yep

Me:Pleasehelpmeup.Shehelpedmegetupand

wewalkedoutofthebedroomtofindPhilapacing

bytheloungewiththeguysandLucyhandingthem

tea.

Me:wepackedthebagjustincaseitstonight.He

tookthebagandwalkedtothegarageasthebaby

kicked

Ntokozo:Haveyouthoughtofanameyet.

Phila:Yes

Hewalkedin.

Phila:Angela

Me:Thatsomundane

Phila:shemyangel

Me:Imolathile

Phila:whatdoesitmean?



Me:ItsmeansGodhaschosenhertobringjoyin

ourlife.

Phila:Whatifitsaboy?

Me:samename.

Phila:Aybo

Me:Youcancallher“imo”or“lathi”

Phila:usuqhalile

Everyonelaughed

Phila:Ifit’sagirlthanitsfinewithmebutitsaboy

amnaminghim.

Me:whatyounaminghim?

Phila:Olumiyo

Me:ImolathileOlumiyoMazibuko.

Ntokazi:theysounique.

Mlu:Youllmakingmecry.Andjustlikethatmy

waterbrokeanditwastheracetothehospital.

Scelo



IfinallyfoundhertoseeherinNorthDokotaunder

thenameofJane.Ifoundoutshewasheavily

pregnantandthatmademehatehimevenmorebut

thatnotanissue.Iorganisedafriendofminethat

dealsintraffickingkidsaboutthenewkidbeing

borntodaysoItoldhimeverythingapartthesexof

thebaby.Sotheplanishekidnapsthebaby.Iwait

afewmonthsforthattotakeittollontheymarriage

thantheydivorceandshebecomesallmine.Simple

right?

Phila

After4hoursofsleepImowasborn.Abouncing

healthybabygirlthatwastooadorableforwords.

Withdimplesandwassofairthatittookmebacka

bitsincewenotthatlightbutIlovedher.Iwas

holdingherandshehadhereyesclosed.Itouched

herassheslowlywrappedmyhandonhers.

“IloveyousomuchImo”Isatthererockingher

whileNkosazanaslept.



Nkosazana

Itsbeen3adorablemonthswithoutdaughter.She

wasadaddygirlandsheknewit.Iwokeupas

usualat5wenttothekitchenmadeherbottleand

breakfastforusandthanwentbacktoherroomto

wakeherupsoshefeedsandthebedwasempty.I

figuredPhilatookhersoIwenttoourroomfound

himsleeping.IwaspanickingnowasIlookedfor

her.

Phila

IheardscreamsasIgotmygunoutofmyside

tableandwalkedtothebabyroomtofindmywife

infitscrying.

Me:Whatisit?

Nkosazana:Imo!!!!!!!....shescreamediplacedthe

gunonthetablelookedatherconfusedthanthe

bedandmydaughterwasn’tthereandmyheart

waspounding.

Me:Whathappened?



Shepointedtotheopenwindow.

Nkosazana:sheisgonePhila....someonetookour

daughter!!!!!!

ThepaininhervoicerippedinmeasIwentdown

onmykneesclenchingmychest.AllIcouldhear

washerscreamsasdarknessconsumedme...

Theend!!!........

Lolngiyadlabothereisbooktwo...hereisthelink:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Basement-Girl-

106151268466208/





*THEBASEMENTGIRL*

Intro

Itsbeen6monthssincehehascameheretodrop

offfoodandanybooksthatImightread.Ilearnta

longtimeagothathewasn’tmyfather.Everynow

andthanhewouldmovemearoundandkeepme

awayfrompeopleandtheworldandIvmadepeace

withhimnotlettingmego.Ihavehadtogrowup

fastandunderstandtheworldasitis.Hehastried

tosellmeamilliontimesbuttonoavail.Ivlearnt

themostpowerfulwordsattheageof13whenhe

soldmeforsex.AllIhadtosaywas“IamPhila

Mazibukostolendaughter”andIllseegrownman

shiverandnevertocomebackagain.Yesillgeta

beatingofalifetimebutitwasworthitknowing

thatthismanwhoismyfatherhavesavedmefrom

beingturnedintoasexslave.Hehassavedme

frombeingatoythatmanuseandplacetotheside.

Inthisjourneyivmeetmanywomanthathebrought

andIhavehelpednursebacktohealthbutthatstop

whenhelearntthattheladieshelpmeandevery



timesomeoneseesmethancopsbustatthatplace

buthealwaysmanagestohidmeandnowhereI

aminanotherbasement.19yearsofmylifespent

inbasementsafterbasementswithouthuman

contactbutwiththatshimmeringhopethatmy

fatherwillfindme.

HiIhavenoideawhatmynameisbutthecrazy

mancallsmeImo.AllIknowisthatIhaveavery

powerfulfatherbyPhilaMazibuko.Ihavenoidea

whomymotherisbutamprettysureshelovesme

endlessly.Thisismystory!!!....

LolChristmascameearly ....seeyourngoone

ngempela

[10/05,07:26]Mukoko:Insert1:

ThebasementinSA

Ivgivenupintryingtoescapebutlatelytherehave

beenalotofpeoplemovingaroundthisplace.I

don’tknowifitwasoutoffearornotbutIhaven’t

screamedmylungsoutlikebeforebutforamonth



nowpeoplearemovingaroundduringthedayand

atnightitsasquietasitcanget.Itsbeenaday

sinceiveatenbecauseallmyfoodisnowfinished.

Thefridgewasemptyandsowasthelittleboxes

thathealwaysbrought.Healwaysbroughtme

cookingbooksandeverythingthingthatinthemso

ivneverstarved.Thereweregooddaysandbad

dayswherehewillcomeherescreamingatme

ruininghislife.Ioncesuggestedforhimtoletme

goandIpromiseIwon’ttellonhimbuthewillget

veryangryandbeatmetoapulpsoivstopped.I

slowlywalkedtothelittlebedthatIhavebythefar

endoftheroomandlaytherelookingatthelittle

drawingididofmyfather.Ikissedmyhandand

touchedwhereitwasandclosedmyeyessleeping

likealogfromstarvationandexhaustion.

Phila

Itsbeen6monthsoftorturingSceloandthatlittle

bitchhasn’tsaidawordofmydaughter

whereabouts.Ihaven’ttoldNkosazanathativfound

himcauseovertheyearsshealwaysgetthatlittle



hopethatwewillfindherbutthanourlittlegirlis

notthereanymoresothepast6monthstheguys

andIhavebeentorturinghimbuthestillwasn’t

tellingusanything.Ivkilledeveryoneofhis

connections,anyonethathasseenmygirland

mighthavecausedheranyharmorplayedarolein

hidingher.IvturnedintoabeastovertheyearsbutI

stillhadhopethatshewasaliveandwell.

Ntokozo:Gohomebafo.Hisdead!!

Thefrustrationofhimgivinguplikeacoward

frustratedmesomuch.Iwashedmyhandsfrom

thebloodanddrovehomeinsilence.Igotintofind

Nkosazanaandthetwinsabouttohavebreakfast.I

kissedtheboysforeheadastheygrinnedand

walkedtoNkosazanaandhuggedherasIcried.I

criedofalltheyearsivlostwithmygirlandofall

thedisappointingleadswehavehadbutmostlyI

criedbecauseIjustcouldn’ttakeitanymoreandthe

onlyleadthathadherdiedinyhands.

Nkosazana



Imouthedtotheboystotaketheyfoundtothe

loungeandtheydid.Godblesstheykindsoul,they

wereeverythingtousandthereasonwewerestill

alive.MyhusbandwasdyinginsideandIcouldn’t

doanythingaboutit,ivtriedbuthewasslowly

losinghimselfandtodaywastheworstcausehe

justbrokedowninfrontofthekids.Iheldhimtight

withoutsayinganythingasheletitalloutandwhen

hewasdonehekissedmycheekandlefttothe

bedroom.Theboyswalkedinandgavemehugs.

Zanovuyo:Hisgoingtobefinemama

Zanothando:Weloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutooguys.IwipedthetearthatIhad

asmy16yearoldshuggedme.Thesemomentsare

whatkeepsmegoing.Philareplicaswithaheartof

gold.

SomewhereinSA

Iwokeupearlyandgotmyselfsomecoffeethan

gotinthetruckdrovetotheotherendofthefarmat

thesmallbarnthatwasfallingapart.Igotthereto



findtwoofmyworkersstandingtherewaitingfor

me.

Me:Guys

Them:Boss

Me:sotodaywejustgoingtogoinseeifthere

anythingwewillneedhereandgotothebasement

bringeverythingoutthanbringitdownsowecan

buildanewone.

Them:sure.TheywentinasIwalkedaround

lookingatthenewwiringthatthatitshasandnew

pipesgoingunderground.Thewindowswere

paintedblacktostoplightgoingin.Itookoutmy

knifeandscrappedthewindowwhiledrinkingmy

coffeeandIsawabodyinapinksetting.Igotup

andrantothedoorandkickedtheheavylocked

doorandwalkedinaroomfilledbeautifulpaintings

onthewallsandbooksalloverandthemost

beautifulgirliveverseeninmylifelayingthere

slowlybreathingbytheriseandfallofherchest.I

stoodtherestruckbyherlonglashes,bushy

eyebrowsandlongcurlyhairandsmalllushpink



lips.Mytwohelpersstoodtherebehindmelooking

athershocked.

Me:didyouknowabouther?

Them:no

Me:webeenhereforayearandyouallsayyou

don’tknowabouther?

Them:Nosirweneverbeeninsidethecabin.

Me:okay.Ipulledthetinypinkchairshehadthere

andsatonitdrinkingmecoffeeasthetwoleftandI

waitedforhertowakeup...

[10/05,07:26]Mukoko:Insert2:

Imolathile

IcouldsmellsomethingfunnyandstrongsoI

turnedandtheresatatallguywithabaldheadand

beard.Hewasbrownandhadstrongfeatures.(like

Thapelomokeonavibes)hiscowboyhatwasonhis

knee.Iquicklymovedintoasittingpositionand

lookedathimwhilehelookedatmetoo.Mybrain

keptscreamingmyfathernamebutsomehowI



couldn’tutteritcausehewasn’tlookingatmeasif

anhisnextvictim.

Him:Hi

Ijustlookedathimafraidtosayanything.He

lookedatmeandaroundtheroom.

Him:MynameisNqubekho

Nqubekho

ShejustlookedatmeIknewshecouldreadcause

ofthegoodbooksaroundhere.Couldshespeak

though?Ilookedatherandraisedmywarmerwith

coffee.

Me:Doyouwanttoeat?

Shenodded.Okaythatgoodmeansshecan

understandmesoigaveherthecupofcoffeeI

haveandshegrabbedittookasip.

Me:carefulitshot.

Shenoddedandblewinitanddrank.Itextedmy

helpertobringsomeleftoversfrombreakfastand



aftersometimeoneoftheguysbroughtthe

muffinsandhalfmoons.Shesilentlyateuntilshe

wasfull.

Her:Thankyou.

ShemumbledandIsmiled.Soshedoesspeak.I

smiledather.

Me:itsapleasure.Wannatellmeyourname?

Shelookedatme

Imolathile

Ilookedathim,helookeddecentbutalltheman

thathehasbroughthereweredecent.But

somethingabouthimsaysheissafe.

Me:Idontknow

Nqubekho:okay.Butwhatwillyoulikemetocall

youby.

Me:Idontknow,theguythatleftmeherecalledme

Imo

Nqubekho:okay.CanIcallyouImo?



InoddedandshiftedabitlookingforanythingI

mightuseifpushcomestoshove.

Nqubekho

Ilookedatherallscaredbuttryingherbestnotto

showit.ShewassofairlikethePearlThusi,

Amandadupointskintype.Shehaddimplesand

whenshespoketheydeepen,havebigeyesthat

showedintelligenceandlongcurlyhair.Shereally

wasbreathtakinglybeautiful.

Me:doyouknowwhereyouare?

Imo:home

Ilookedatherconfusedthisplacehasbeenan

abandonplacefor30yearsandshedidn’tlook30

atall.

Me:thisismyhomeImo.Ibroughtitayearago.

Imo:Iknow,peoplemakenoisehere.

Ilaughedsoshehasbeenhereforsometimeto

hearthattherewerepeopleherebutwhydidn’tshe

scream?Ormakeanoise?Whydidshestayhere



forsolongandnotsayanything?

Me:Nowthatiknowyouhere,icantleaveyouhere.

IsitokayifImoveyoutoaroominthehouseuntil

wefigureoutwhoyouare?

Shelookedatmeforsometimeandisawshewas

vettingmetoseeifshecantrustmeornot.

Imo:AnPhilaMazibukostolendaughter!!

Shesaiditwithsuchconvictionandemotionthati

believedher.

Me:okay,howaboutyoumovefromherecausei

needtocleanitoutbeforethedestructionguys

comethrough,anwecangoogleyourdad.

Shelookedatmeandlookedattheroom.

Imo:Mybooks?

Ismiled.

Me:Willbesafe.

Shelookedatmeandtheroomthanwalkedtothe

boxandtookasmallpinkbabyblankettakingit

withherandapaintbag.



Me:Isthatallyouwanttotakefornow?

Shenodded.Thanworethebigmanboots.Frankly

shewaswearingmanclothes.Aredbaggytopand

jeansandmanboots.

Igotupandwalkedhertothedoorwhereshestood

hesitant.

Me:Ipromiseyousafe,noonegoingtohurtyou.

Sheheldmyhandwithastronggripaswewalked

outofthebarn....

[10/05,07:27]Mukoko:Insert3:

Nqubekho:

Ihelpedheroutsideandthelightwastoomuchfor

hereyessoItookmyhatandgaveherthanpicked

herupintomytruckanddroveasshelookedoutof

thewindowgrinning.Iguessthisisherfirsttime

out.Shehadherhandoutofthewindowfeelingthe

airaswenearedthemainhouse.

Imolathile

Thisplacewasbeautifullikeoneoftheplacesthat



ivreadinabook.Soiknewthisisaranch.Thebig

yetcosyhousecametoviewanditwaspicture

perfect,somethingthatIcandraw.

Me:Beautiful

Hesmiledacutesmilemakingmeblush.Callitsilly

butotherthanmykidnapper,ivneverbeenthis

closetoaman.

Nqubekho

WedrovetothehouseandIhelpedherdown.We

slowlywalkedtothehouseasshewaslooking

aroundthehouse.Shestoodatthemiddleofthe

houseturningandlookingaround.

Me:Letmegetmyphonetocallafriendokay?

ShenoddedandIwalkedofftothekitchenwithmy

phoneandcalledafriendofmine.

IknewthatshenevertrustedanyonebutIhadto

callsomeonetocomecheckherandseeifallis

wellwithherphysicallyandmentally.

Me:Itsme



Jo-ann:Hi

Me:Amsorry,youtheonlypersonIcouldthinkoff

Jo-ann:Itscool,wassup?

Me:cantreallyspeakaboutitoverthephone.

Jo-ann:youanhouraway.

Me:Iknow

Jo-ann:Que

Me:Please,iwouldn’thavecalledifitwasn’t

serious.

Jo-ann:coolillbethere.

Me:bringyourdoctorskitplease.

Jo-ann:amnotavetQue.

Me:Iknow.Andthankyou.

Shehungupanditurnedtofindherholdingher

blanket.

Imo:youcallingsomeonehere?

Thefearinhereyeswastoomuch.



Me:adoctor

Imo:amnothurt.

Me:YesbutIdon’tknowthat.

Imo:Iknowthatamnothurt.

NowhowcanItellherthatIfearshewasrapped?

Andthisismesecuringmybackbefoream

implicatedinwhateverhappeningwithher?

Me:amgoingtobehonestwithyouokay?

Shenodded.

Me:Amnotsurehowlongyoubeenintherebut

somemanarecruel.

Imo:Likemykidnapper?

Ohgoodsheknowsaboutkidnapping.

Me:exactly,soamgettingadoctortocheckyouout

sowecangethelp.

Imo:Findmyfather.

Me:Thattoo,weneedtotakelittlebloodtogiveto

thecopssotheycanmatchyourDNA



Shelookedatmeforasecondandisawher

calmingdown.

Me:Plusyouhavescratches.

Imo:HealwaysbeatmewhenIasktogohome.

Me:Hisnotgoingtotouchyouanymore,ipromise.

Shenoddedandlookedatthehousethanme.

Imo:Yours?

Me:Yes.

Shepointedtothegunrackbythepassagewiththe

gun.

Imo:Yours?

Inodded,amnotabouttotellagirlthatama

governmentmilitaryassassin.Shekeptquiet

holdingherblankettight.

Me:howaboutIgoogleyourdadinameantime?

Shenodded.Iwalkedtomylaptopandfireditup.

Imo:Laptop

Inodded.



Imo:Internet?

Me:yeahlaptopusesinternet.

Shenoddedandsmiled.Isawshewasexcited.If

sheexcitedtoseealaptophowmanyyearshasshe

beenthere?Hasshebeenthereallherlife?

Me:Doyoumindmeaskinghowoldareyou?

Shelookedatme.

Imo:Hesaidam19.

Me:Allyourlifeyouhavelivedthere?

Imo:wemovedaroundwhencopscame.

Whatsickbastarddoesthis?Andwhywould

anyonetortureapersonfor19years!!

Nkosazana

Itsbeenaweeksincemyhusbandcamehome

defeatedasiftheworldhasended.Hisbeeninbed

forthemostpartoftheweekbutstilldrivetheboys

toschooleveryday.Onethingsnoticedishislove

forhiskidsandtheyknewittoo.Theywerehislife



threadrightnow.

Me:Yougottotalktome.

Phila:IknowbutIfeellikeivfailedyou.

Me:DidIsaythat?

Phila:Nobut

Me:Nobutsbabe...iwentmissingfor25yearsand

foundmyparentsandtheyshoweredmewithso

muchloveandlookatustoday?

Phila:Imissher

Me:Imisshertoobuttheonlythingthatkeeping

mesaneisthethoughtthatonedayillfindher.We

haveeverythinginthejusticesystemtohelpusfind

hersowewillokay.

Phila:IloveyouNkosazana

Me:IloveyoutooManzini.

[10/05,07:27]Mukoko:Insert4:

Nqubekho

“thisherewecallitgoogle”ishowedherasher



eyesgobright.ItypedoutPhilaMazibukoand

everythingabouthimpoppedup.Hispicturesand

hiswifepictures.Shegrabbedmyscreenlookingat

theypicture.Isawtearsrolldownhereyesandshe

gavemethelaptopback.Ilookedatherparents

andtheylookedlikehappypeopleespeciallyher

mom.Shewasasplittingimageofherjustlighter

andofcauseherdimples.Isearchedmoreandread

thattheybothdiedinabombingafterbeing

targetedbyaruthlessman.Herfatherdiedfew

monthslaterbutthatwas24yearsagoandshe

saidsheis19.Thisisnotmakingsense.

Ilookedaroundtoseeherreadingthescreenwith

tears.

Me:Hey...iknowwhatinternetissayingbutyou19

right?

Shenodded

Me:Sothismightnotbetrue,theymightbealive.

ShenoddedbutIcanseethatshenotokaysoI

closedthecomputer.

Me:Illfindyouanswersokay?



Shenoddedandwipedhertearjustasacarpulled

inandshejumpedinfear.Ilookedoutthewindow

andsawitsJo-ann.

Me:Itsmyfriendokay.

ShenoddedandIopenedthedoorforherasshe

walkedinwithherbellyremindingmeofthepast

yeartorment.

Me:Thankyouforcoming

Jo-ann:Whatisit?

ImovedandshelookedatImo

Me:Ineedyoutocheckher.

Jo-ann:for?

Me:everythingeventrauma

Jo-ann:Why?

Me:Icantsay

Jo-ann:Thisiswhywenottogetheranymore.

Me:Nottodayplease.

Jo-ann:Youtoosecretive



Me:Areyougoingtohelpornot?

ShetookadeepbreaththannoddedsoIwalked

themtothewhiteroomthatwasbasicallya

hospitalroom.

Jo-ann:amnotevengoingtosayanything.

IturnedtoImo.

Me:Amjustgoingtostandoutsideokay.Soshe

cancheckyou.Shegrippedmyhandsohard.

Me:Ipromiseshewonthurtyou.

Jo-annsmiledatherandmakinghercalmdown.

Imolathile

Ilookedatthepregnantwomanandshehelpedme

ontothebed.

Me:Youpregnant.

Shenoddedwhileopeningherbag.

Her:6monthsnow.

Me:Ivreadaboutitfascinating.



Her:Youreadalot?

Me:Yes

Her:Yourpronunciationisexcellent,areyoufrom

here?

Me:Idon’tknow.

Shelookedatmeforsometimeasshehookedme

uponamachine.Sheworkedonmeaswespoke

aboutpregnancyandshewasfascinatedbyhow

muchIknow.

Her:Yousureyoudon’thaveadegreeinmedicine.

Me:Whatadegree?

Her:Justapieceofpaperthatenablesyoutowork

onpeoplelikehowamdoingnow.

Me:Oh

Her:yes,illneedyoutoundressnow.

Ilookedatherasifshecrazy.Amnotaboutto

showhermybodythatbeendamagedbeyond

words.

Me:Icant.



Her:Itsokay.

Jo-ann

Isawthefearonher.

Me:lookIknowyoubeenthroughalot,yourbody

languagetellsmesoandthebracemetalatthe

backofyourjawtellsmeyoubrokeyourjawonce

butgottreated.Sotrustmeokay.

Shenoddedandtookouthertopandmywhole15

yearsofmedicineneverpreparedmeforthebrutal

marksonherbodythatshowedherstruggles.The

persondoingthiswasverysmarttargetingherbody

leavingherarmsandlegs.Ihadtearsinmyeyesas

iSawthemosthorrificsightinmylife.Shewiped

mytearsandsmiled.

Her:itsdoesn’thurtanymore.

Me:whodidthistoyou?

ShekeptquietasIwalkedonhertofindoutshestill

avirginwhichtookmeback.

Me:Theyneverrapedyou?



Her:itwaseitherthisorrapeandIchosethis.She

pointedtoherscars.

Me:Amsosorry

ShesmiledandgotdressedasIwalkedoutofthe

roomandfoundQuestandingthere.

Me:ivnevercaredaboutyourjobwhenwewere

togetherandButonethingIknowisthatyouarean

honestmanandIknowwhatIvseentodayisnot

yourdoingbutpromisemeonething.

Nqubekho:What?

Me:Yousavethatgirlfromanyevilandkillwhoever

didthat.

Nqubekho

Ivneverseenherlikethis.

Me:Wassheraped

Jo-ann:Worsetormented,itsamazinghowshestill

alive.

Me:AmsorryIcalled



Jo-ann:itsokay,ihavetogobeforeStevencalls

Me:Thanksforhelpingme.

Jo-ann:staysafeokay.

Me:Iwill.ShesidehuggedmeanddroveoffasI

stoodthereforasecondandimowalkedout.

Me:Comeletmeshowyouwereyougoingtobe

staying.ShenoddedandIwalkedhertotheguest

room.Shelookedatitsmilingasshetouched

everythingthanstoodbythewhitewall.Isawher

eyesglow.

Me:Youcanpaintonit.

Shegrinnedandremovedthewallpapersasshe

tookoutherpaintsandstarteddrawingandIkept

quietstandingbythedoorasshedrew.Howon

earthamIgoingtogoaboutthis?Internetsaysthey

deadbutshesaysshe19.ThebestIcoulddoisto

findoutmoreaboutherparents.Maybeshehas

aliverelativesmaybetheywouldknowwhosheis....

Goodnightzithandwa



[10/05,07:27]Mukoko:Insert5:

Nqubekho

Shehasbeeninherroomforhours,soIhaven’t

botheredherasIwentthroughherfathername.By

lunchihadthespecialcrimesdepartmentnumber

oftheguywhowasinchargeoftheinvestigation

andthejudgenumberthatwasspeculatedasher

grandfatherandherallegedauntyonlineboutique

number.Iscribbledeverythingdownonapaperand

walkedtothebedroomandthereshedrewthemost

beautifulbluerosesiveverseen.Thewholewall

wascoveredinthem.

Me:thisissobreathtaking

Shegrinned.

Me:whereyousawit?

Imo:Oneofthepicturesisawwereofmydadinfull

whiteandthiswashisbackground.

Me:comehavesomethingtoeat.Ihavesomething

tosharewithyou.



Shestoppedeverythingandclosedherpaintinglids

thanIwalkedhertothesinkandshewashedher

handsandWesatbythekitchencounterasimade

somethinglightforus.

Me:ifoundsomeinformation

Imo:okay

Me:andiwasthinkingofcallingthemyouknow

justtofindoutmoreinformationbeforewecallthe

guywhomightbeyourgrandfather.

Imo:ihaveagrandfather?

Me:possible.Butifyousayyou19.Ivonlyfound2

girlsthatareofyourskintonethataremissing.One

inNorthDakotashewasbarely3monthsmothers

JaneandJohnSmithandtheotheroneisherein

SAbutthatchildbelongstokhumalo.

Imolathile

Ilookedathimassemblethefoodonmyplate.

Me:amaMazibuko



Nqubekho:thatwhyiwannaknowthecasedetails

ofyourparentsdeathsoillhavetocallthecaptain

thatwasincharge.

Me:okaycallhim.

HetookouthisphoneandcalledthenumberandI

wasdonervous.

Nkosi

IlookedatthenumberanditsunknownsoImoved

awayfromeveryoneandclosedmyofficedoor.

Me:hello

Voice:CanIpleasespeaktocaptainNkosi?

Me:Speaking

Voice:youspeakingtospecialopscommander

NqubekhoJohnson.

Iheldmybreath,ifyouwereinthejusticessystem

andyouhadnoideawhotheyoungchampthan

youshouldjustresign.

Me:whatcanIdoforyoucommander?



Nqubekho:iknowitsbeenyearsbutIstumbled

uponPhilaMazibukocase.

Ifeltmyinsidesshrinkitsbeenyearssinceanyone

spoketomeaboutthatcase.WastheCIA

investigatingthis?

Me:Yes?

Nqubekho:IfpossiblecanIhavehisfile.Ihavea

timesensitiveissuethatrequiresidoathorough

searchinthis.

Me:ohnoproblem,illclearthefilesforyouand

sendthem.Illhavetorunthroughthesystemfirst.

Nqubekho:noproblem,takeyourtime.

WehungupandmyhandswereshakingasIcalled

Phila

Phila

Me:yeah

Nkosifranticvoicecamethroughmyphone

Nkosi:theCIAwantyourfile!!



Thatgotmeup

Me:For?

IsignalledforNtokozotolisteninthecallandhe

did.

Nkosi:noformalrequestweredonebutcommander

johnsoncalledme

Me:Earlpassedaway

Nkosi:hisson!!!

Holyshit,everyoneknowsofthebravesoldierthat

wasrecruitedasaspecialopsguy..The

governmenthitman.

Me:didn’theretire?

Nkosi:Hehasjustaskedforyourfile.

Me:okaystaycalmandsendhimthefilein3days

illbeinvestigatingwhathewantswithitand

Ntokozowillcheckthesystemforupdates.

Nkosi:Okay...iftheCIAchecksthisthanamadead

man,illgotoprisonforever.

Me:Hey,igotyouokay.



Nkosi:Thanksandbye.Ihangupandlookedatthe

guyswewereattheworkshop.

Ntokozo:wealldeadifthismanafterus.

Xola:ithoughtourrunningdaysareover.

Me:Onlytheundergroundworldknowsofmy

existenceguysandnohisnotafterus.Theysend

himafterkillersandwearenotkillers.

Ntokozo:ButwedidwipeoffScorpionandhiscrew

Me:Andwedidhimafavourbythatsocanwe

pleasestoppanicking.

Ntokozo:sowhatnow?

Me:Nowweinvestigatetheguy

Ntokozo:wellaccordingtothistheguyisasclean

astheycome.Hehashad457confirmedkillsin

war.245assassinshots.Itssaysitheretiredbut

doesn’tsaywhere?

Me:IshehereorSA

Ntokozo:LastpurchaseshehasareinSA.Hehas

propertiesalloverandverywealthyImustsayplus



heinheritedhisfatherbillionssohecando

anythinghewants.Thenewssayhebrokeupwith

hislongtimegirlfriendof5yearsaftercatchingher

inbedwithhercurrenthusband.Thattookatollon

himthathesteppeddownasCEOofhisfather

companyappointingalongtimefriendandgiving

himspacefromthemedia.

Mlu:Aythisguyisayoungervisionifyoubafo

Me:Me?

Mlu:Wenaawboni?Yeswehaven’tcountedhow

manyheadshotsyouhavedonebutamprettysure

itsalot.

Xola:youhavestarted

Mlu:ohoDonttakemeseriously,letmegoguysi

havemeetingstodaywiththedairyshops

Xola:OhyeahIhaveameetingwiththeladiesthey

wantmetobuildsomethingforthem.

TheyleftandIwasZolaandNtokozo.

Me:illhavetogotoSA

Zola:Amcomingwith



Me:noIneedyoutostayhere.IllgowithMrtech

here.WejustgoingtofindthisJohnsonguyand

seewhatupthancomeback.

Zola:Illgetateamsetupthatsidethan.

Me:Thanks.Letmegospeaktomywife.

Ntokozo:ohyeahIhaveawifenow.Letmego

speaktomywife....

Sanibonani

[10/05,07:28]Mukoko:Insert6:

Nkosazana

Theboyswereatschoolandiwasbusywith

paperworkwithmybigsisterNtokaziwhenNtokozo

cameinsmilingwithPhila.

Ntokazi:Andthan?

Ntokozo:Nkosikaziwamie!!!

ThewayhesaiditkilledmesoIlaughedandmoved



tocheckonthechickenintheoven.

Phila

Iwatchedhernavigateinherkitchen.

Me:Babe

SheturnedandIsignalledforhertomeetmeinthe

otherroomshenoddedsettingatimeronthestove.

Iwalkedoutandstayedtherewaitingforher.

Nkosazana:idontlikethatlook

Me:whatlook?

Iheldherinmyarmsasshestoodthereplaying

withmyshirt.HowdidIgetthislucky?

Nkosazana:thatlook

Me:reallynow?

Nkosazana:yep,sohowcanIhelp

Me:amleavingforSAtoday

ShekeptquietandIsawherbravingherself.

Nkosazana:isitaboutourdaughter?



Me:Nahitssomethingelse

Isawthedisappointmentinhereyes.

Me:Wewillfindher

Nkosazana:Iknow.Ijustcan’ttakeitanymore

Me:Iknow,wewillseehersoonipromise.

IknowIshouldn’tbemakingpromisesthatIcan’t

keepbutitbreaksmyheartseeingherlikethat.

Nqubekho

Thatwasaweirdcall,Isentthenametomyoffice

forthemtodoathroughsearchsentthematext

explainingforthemtosearchthanilookedatImo

shewassilentlyeating.Thebesticoulddowasto

askhermoreinformationthatcouldshedlight.

Me:Uhm

Imo:Wheneveryouwanttoaskanuncomfortable

matter,youstarterwhy?

IsmiledathercauseIknowthattraitaboutmyself.



Me:Idon’tknow

Imo:Wellwhatisityouwanttoknow?

Me:iwasthinkingifyoucandescribeyouroffender?

Ihaveasystemthatcanhelpcreateaprofileand

wecanseeifthepersonisawellknownoffender

andstartfromthere.

Imo:ohokaythatcanhelp.Ipouredussomejuice

thanwemovedtothelittlecornerinmyhousethat

hasbooksononesidemostlyaboutgunsandshe

lookedatthemfascinated.

Me:youlovebooks?

Imo:yeahtheytheonlyfriendsthatIhave.

Me:isee.Wesatdownasshesatontheloveseat

andtookoffhershoesplacingherfeet’s

underneathher.Shewascomfortableandcosy

clingingtoherjuice.

Imo:amready.

Ifiredupthelaptopandthesystemthatwillhelp

megetaprofileofhimandshestartedtalkingandI

addedthefeatures.



Imo

“hewasdarkerbutnottoodarkorlight.Hada

shapeofasoftsquare,apencillikenose,hishair

wasalwaysinasleekfashionablecut.”

HeshoedmecutsandIpickedsimilarones.As

timewentthepersonthathashadmeinmy

basementwascomingtolive.Whenweweredone

itwaslikelookingintohim.

Nqubekho:letmerunasearchandseewhat

happens.Hepressedafewthingsandplacedthe

computeraside.

Me:Ivneverseenmyparentstilltoday.Ivalways

imaginedtheminmyheadonhowtheysupposeto

look.

Nqubekho:didheeversaywhyhetookyou?

Me:wheneverIaskedhewillbashmeupsoi

stoppedasking

Nqubekho:howdidyouhearthatyourfatheris

PhilaMazibuko



Me:Hecamehomeonceangryandstartedhitting

meIswearthatdayIthoughtilldiebuthestopped

andhelookedrightinmyeyesandsaid“your

fatherPhilaMazibukowillbetheendofyou,one

dayillkillhimwithmybarehands”thanhedropped

meonthefloor.Ireallydontknowwhatmyfather

didbutwhateveritwas,itsnearlykilledme.

Iwipedatearthinkingaboutallthephysicalabuse

sometimesgetstome.

Me:sometimesimakepeacewithityouknow

thinkingthatmaybethisismypath,maybethatwhy

iwasborntogothroughthisormyparentstogo

throughthis.Maybethisisgoodteachingmea

lessonormyparentsone.Ormaybeamjustan

unluckyperson.

Nqubekho:Iwishiknewwhattosay.Ismiledat

him.

Me:Jo-annbeautiful.

Nqubekho



Ilookedathoweffortlesslyshechangedthesubject.

Me:iguessso

Imo:Shesweettoo

Me:Yessheis

Imo:areyoumarried?

Ilookedathershookmyheadno.

Me:Iwasclosetoitbutthingshappened.

Imo:oh,whathappened?

Me:Onedayilltellyouaboutit.

Imo:Butamaskingnow

Ilookedather.

Me:sometimesImopeopledontwanttotalkabout

thingsandthatokay.

Imo:isee.

Me:yes.Forsomeonewhohasbeeninthe

basement,yourconversationskillsareremarkable.

Imo:Heusedtocallmeasmartasslikemymom.I

thinkheadoredhercausewhenhespokeabouther



nothingbadabouthereverlefthislips.

Me:whatdidhesay?

Imo:shewasfunnyinschool,helpedhimacehis

mathstest.Saidshewastheonlygirlthatbecame

herfriendaspoorashewaswheneveryonehated

him.

Itookitalldown,maybethiscanhelpmetrack

downeverything.Itookmycomputerandthe

systemwasdone.

“SceloNgubane!”Ireadhiswholeprofileandthe

bolohehadandIlookedatthepersonwhoplaced

theboloonhim.CaptainSboneloNkosi.Thisguyis

poppingalotonthis.MaybeIshouldpayhimavisit!

[10/05,07:28]Mukoko:Insert7:

Nqubekho

TherestofthedayIwasdoingmyfarmchoresand

shewastaggingalongbehindmelikeachild.She

hadonmybigcowboyhatandwaslovingtheair

andthesunandbeingoutside.Around5everyone



wasknockingoffandleavingandasusualiwas

settingthetrapsforintruders.

Imo:whatthat?

Me:Anarrow

ShelookedatitasIsetitup.

Imo:Whythetraps?

Iturnedlookedather.

Me:whatyouknowabouttraps

Imo:Ireadabookthathadthishunterwhohated

peoplesetuptrapsforunwantedguest.

Me:wellamdoingthesame

Imo:oh.

Ifinishedupandwedrovehometothehouse.all

herboxeswherebytheporch.Shelookedatitthan

gotintakingoffherboots.

Me:whydoyoutakeoffyourshoes?

Imo:Ilovehowcoldyourflooris.

Me:youmightgetflu



Imo:Inevergetflu

Me:Whatyoudoingnowmightgiveyouflu.

Shetookmysleepersandworethemgoinginthe

kitchenwhereshefoundmyhelperMaGumbiwho

helppreparefoodforme.

Imo

IfoundanoldladytherechoppingandIgreetedher

asshesmiledback.

Me:Imo

Her:MaGumbi

Me:nicetomeetyou.Shesmiled.

Me:canIhelp

MaGumbi:sure

Ihelpedherchop

Nqubekho

Watchingherinteractwithanotherpersonwas



calming.Forallshebeenthroughshereallyisa

calmremarkableperson.Iwatchedassheshowed

mycooksometricksonthingsthanIleftgoingto

showerbutcheckingmyphonefirstfortextsand

therewasafullbriefonNkosiandhiscareerandall

abouthispartnerNkosazanawhomarriedPhila.

Thereismoretothisandvisitinghimwillhelp.I

closedmyphoneandgotintheshowerfinishedup

andworemydullblackhoodietosneakers.I

pressedthecodegoingtomysecretroom.Iloaded

allthesecurityfootageofthewholefarmandpress

recordfortonightandsetallalarms.iwalkedoutof

itwenttothekitchen.

Me:MaGumbi,illbeback.Pleasestatwithmy

guesttillamback.Illdriveyouhome.

Imo:Promise

Me:Ipromise.

Iwenttothebarnthathasthecarsanddroveoff.

Nkosi



Itwasalongdaysoidrovehomegottomy

apartmentandtookalongshowergotinmyPJ

thanwalkedtothekitchenandtherehewasinfull

blackstandingnexttomycounter.

Me:CommanderJohnson

Nqubekho

Me:Hi

Nkosi:Howdidyougetin?

Me:Thedoor.

Nkosi

Islowlymovedtothecounterandipressedthe

panicbuttonthatPhilastoredtheotheryear.Imight

looklikeamnotpanickingbutIwasandIkindof

knewthatthisdayiscomingandnowhereitwas....

Seeyouguysafter6pm...workiskillingme
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Nqubekho

“isthiswhatyoulookingfor?”

Iraisedtheconnectorofthepanicbutton.Iwatched

himpanicforrealnow.

Me:Haveaseat

HesatdownandIlookedathim.

Me:amnotheretocauseanytroublesbutIhavea

younggirlwithme,whohasspent19yearsofher

lifeinabasementandyoumyfriendarea

connectortoallofthis.

Nkosi

IdontknowifIheardhimproperlybutdidhesaya

younggirl.

Me:Imolathile?

Iheardmyselfwhisper.



Me:Youhaveimolathile?

Nqubekho

Indisbeliefhehadtearsinhiseyesashesaidher

realunusualname.

Me:isthathername?

Nkosi

Iwasshakingwithreliefifhehasherthatmeans

shesafeandthesearchforherwillbeover.He

handedmeaglassofwaterandIdrankit.

Nqubekho:Explainfromthebeginning!

Me:20yearsagoiwasinvestigatingthecrimesand

amsureyouknowthem.Anywaysayoungwoman

bythenameNkosazana,shewasremarkableinthe

investigationfieldandshefoundtheculpritand

thingswentsourwhichresultedinher,herfriends

andhusbandtofaketheydeathsandmoveoutof

thecountryfortheygood.Butthenephewofthe

guywewerechasingwantedrevengethatwhenher



daughterwasbornhetookher.Andwehavebeen

lookingforhimthepast19years.

Hekeptquietforawhileandmyheartpounding.

Nqubekho:Okay,nowtellmetheuneditedversion

ofwhatreallyhappened.

Ilookedathimandsawtherewasnowinningin

thissoItoldhimthewholetruth.Fromtheguys

beinggangstersinsuitstothecoverupandtothe

childmissing.Itoldhimeverythingsothathecan

giveusImoandendthepainandoursuffering.

WhendoneIlookedathim.

Nqubekho:Callherfamilytellthem,theydaughteris

withmeandcallmewhentheyhere.

HewasabouttoleavewhenIstoppedhim.

Me:areyourunninganinvestigation?

Nqubekho:No

Me:Thanwhydidyouwantthefile?

Hekeptquietforsometimethanlookedatme.

Nqubekho:GoodnightSboneloNkosi.



Heplacedtheconnectoronthecounterandopened

thedoorleavingasIstoodthereshaking.After

sometimeItookmyphone.

Phila

IwaspackinggettingreadytoleavewhenNkosi

called.

Me:Sho

Nkosi:AreyouwithNkosazana?

Me:Yes

Nkosi:Putmeonspeaker.

Ididashesaidwithmywifelookingatme

confused.

Nkosi:Ifoundher!!!

Hisvoicewasshakingandiwatchedmywifeget

tearsinhereyesasshelookedatme.Islowlysat

downandweheldeachotherandwecried.This

timearounditwastearsofjoy.Tearsofknowing

thatsheisaliveandwell.Tearsofknowingthatina



fewhourswemightseeourdaughterandholdher,

kissherandfeelheraroundus.Tearsofknowing

thatallthesleeplessnightsareabouttoend.We

criedandletoutallthepainfromthepastyears

hopingshewelcomesus

Nkosazana:whatifthisisatrap?WhatifScelois

workingwithhim.

ThisisthetimeItellher.

Me:Ikilledhim.

Nkosazana:who?

Me:Scelo.Ilostitandkilledhim.

Nkosazana:When?

Me:fewweeksago

Nkosazana:thedayyoucamehomedefeated?

Me:Yes

Nkosazana:Didhesuffer?

Me:yes

Nkosazana:Thanthankyou



Sheheldmetightforsometime.

Me:wehavetotelltheboys

Nkosazana:wehavetotakethemwith.

Me:Okay

Nkosazana:Illcallmom

Me:Noitsokay,illarrangeahomeforustogetinto.

Letmetelltheguys.Igotupandlookedather.

“Thankyou”

Nkosazana:For

Me:NevergivinguponusevenondaysthatIwas

allowingmygrieftoconsumemebutyoustood

therewithmethroughalltheupsandthedowns.So

thankyou.Thankyouforlovingallofmeandforthe

beautifulchildrenyouhavegiftedmewith.

Shewipedatear.

Nkosazana:Thankyouforputtingourkidsfirstall

thetime.

IwalkedoutofourroomfeelinglightandstoodImo

babyroomforthefirsttimein19years.



“youwaitedforme”

Iwipedmytearsandkneeledonmykneesforthe

firsttimesincemyparentsdeathandprayed.I

prayedformyfamily.Iprayedforhismercyandfor

hisdeliveranceof19yearsoftorture.

Nkosazana

Iheardhisvoiceandwalkedclosertoseehimin

herroomforthefirstasheprayedandIkneeled

withhimasheprayedwithtearsstreamingdown

myface....

Sometimesngibaearlytoanappointment

[10/05,07:28]Mukoko:Insert9:

Nqubekho

Theminuteiwalkedinthehouseshejumpedup

fromthecouchwearingmytopthatlookedlikea

nightieandmyjoggersandsocks.Shehadherhair



washedandtiedinabigbunandlookedamazingly

beautiful.HerbeautytookmebackasIstoodthere.

ShewasntwearingabraandthetopwaslightsoI

couldseehernipplesthroughthetop.

Me:whereisMaGumbi?

Imo:HersoncametopickherupandItoldherits

fineshedoesn’thavetowaitforyouillbeokay.

Me:Iseeandareyouokay?

Imo:yes

Me:Coolandhaveyoueaten?

Imo:Iwaitedforyousowecookedandplacedthe

foodinthewarmerwhileItookthelongestbathin

mylife.Igotmyhairwashedbythehelpofmum

Gumbi.

Me:Icansee,youlooklovely

Imo:Thankyou.

Wewalkedtothecounterandshehelpedplacedthe

food.Shewasinherelement.isatdownandate

abit.



Imo:didyoufindwhatyouwerelookingfor?

Me:yes

Imo:goodorbad?

Me:Itwilldependonhowyoutakeit.

Shelookedatmeconfused.

Me:iwenttospeaktothepersoninchargeofyour

parentsdeathcasetofondoutwhatwashappening

Imolathile

Myheartwaspoundingsohard.Ididntthinkthis

willaffectmethewaythatithave.

Me:and?

Nqubekho:theyalive.Theybothalive.

IkeptquietasIlookedatthestrangerwhogiving

meahomethanalsofindingmyfamilythativ

longedtoseeinyears.

Me:whencanIseethem?

Nqubekho:assoonastheygetherethanyoucan



seethem.

Me:Isee.

Ikeptquiet,whatifamnotwhattheyexpected.

Nqubekho:Youthinking.

Me:Yeah.

Nqubekho:whatisit?

Me:Whatifamnotwhattheyhaveenvisionedall

theseyears?

Nqubekho:Whatyoumean?

Me:Imeanwhatiftheyexpectedsomethingelse

andnowtheygetme.

Nqubekho:Mindmeaskingwhatwrongwithyou?

Nqubekho

Sheliftedhertopshowingmehertorsoandinall

mylifeifneverseensuchscarsinmylife.Yesiget

shewasabusedphysicallybuttothispoint.Thisis

somethingthatineverexpected.Ifoundmyself



walkingtowardsherandliftingherwholetopoffher

asshestoodtherebarewithallherscarsshowing

andtearsinhereyes.

Me:Ireallydontcarewhatyouthinkofyourselfbut

youarethemostbeautifulwomaniveverseenin

mylifeinsideoutandthescarsarejustajourney

thatyouhadtogothroughandyousurvivedit.You

donthavetobeashamedofitbuttoownit.Imoved

fromherandtookoutmytopandshowedhermy

scarsandturnedtoshowhermybackwhereIwas

whoppedbymycaptureinAfghanistanforawhole

weekandthesmallironringsthatheburntintome

tryingtheybesttogetanyinformationthatthey

could.Shewalkedclosertometouchedallmywhip

marksandtracingthem.

Imo

HehadthesamerawfleshasIdidandmytouchon

himdidn’tcausehimtoflinchbuthejuststood

thereeyesclosedasbothofwerehalfnakedand

didn’tfindanythingweirdaboutit.Ireallydont



knowwhatmademedoitbutIfoundmyselfgiving

hisbackalightkissandheturnedlookingatme

withhunger.EventhoughIknewwhatthatmean,i

knewthatIwouldn’tgivemyselftoanyonebuthim.

Heismyknight,itiptoeonmytoesandkissedhim

lightlyashepickedmeupandplacedmeonthe

counterkissingmeback.

Phila

Isattheboysdown.

Zanothando:Areyouguysokay

Me:Yesweare

Zanovuyo:okay,thanwhydoyouguyslooklikeyou

havebeenbawlingyoureyesout?

Me:wellyourmotherandIhavesomethingtotell

you?

Zanothando:okay

Nkosazana:youknowiloveyouguys

Zanovuyo:momarewehavingasextalkcause



malumeNtokozoalreadyfilledusin.

Nkosazana:When?

Zanothando;lastyear.

Me:NoitsnotthatguysitsaboutImolathile.

Theybothwentsilent.

Me:Wefoundher.

Iwatchedthemsmileandlookatus.

Both:but?

Me:sheinSA

Zanothando:sowegoingthereright?

Me:Ifyouguysdontmind.

Zanovuyo:Ofcausewedontmind.Whenweleaving?

Me:Tonight.

Zanothando:ifeelliketheresomethingyounot

tellingus.

Zanothando



Ilookedatmyparentsandiknewtheyhiding

something.

Nkosazana

Ilookedatmykids,thisisnowthetimeforustotell

themeverythingjustincasewewalkingintoatrap.

Andsowetoldthemabouthowwereallymeetand

howwegottoUSAandwhywastheysister

kidnappedandwhytheyhavebodyguardsatschool

anddaddrivesthemeverywhere.Whenwewere

donetheylookedatus....

[10/05,07:29]Mukoko:Insert10:

Nqubekho

Ihadherwrappedaroundmeasipickedherup

takinghertomyroom.Ikissedheralloverasshe

allowedmetooandifoundmyselfwithhernaked

underneathme.

Imolathile



Mywholebodywasonfireeverywherehehas

kissedwasburning.Hehadmeonthebedashe

removedhispantsandloweredhimselfonme

kissingmeallover.IclosedmyeyesasIfelthim

justonmyentrance.Helookedatmeasheslowly

pushedaspainrippedthroughmebutilookeddeep

inhiseyesandifoundcomfort.Hedidn’tmovefor

awhileandinthemeantimemybodyadjustedto

him.Hestartedmovingcausingmetoarchmy

backashewentdeeperanddeepercausingour

boiestobeinsyncasifeltmyselfvibrateand

explodeintoamillionpieces.Heheldmetightashe

fetchedhisownfantasydraggingmealongwith

himaswebothclimax.Herolledtothesidetaking

mewithhimandplacingmeontopofhim.Wewere

bothquietinourownthought.Thiswaseverything

thativwantedmyfirsttimetobelike.

Nqubekho:Youokay?

Me:justalittlesorebutamokay

HekeptquietandImovedmyhandincirclesonhis

chest.



Nqubekho:Uhm

Me:Talktome

Nqubekho:Yourfather

Me:Yes

Nqubekho:Hisahardmantopleaseandweboth

ontwodifferentworlds.

Me:Idon’tunderstand.

Nqubekho:Idon’tknowwhereyouandIare

headingandamawfulinrelationshipsbutifeellike

youandIconnectedinadifferentlevelapartfrom

thesex

Me:Okay

Nqubekho:YourfamilyisfromUSA,hiscoming

heretofetchyouandIknowyouhavebeenlonging

tobewiththembutyoumightbepregnantwithmy

childafterthisand...

Iplacedmyfingeronhismouthsincehewas

rumblingandImovedontohimsaddlinghimlike

howIreadinoneofthebooksivread.



Me:WhatcanIdotocalmdownourfears?

Nqubekho:Our?

Me:Youhavesavedme,maybeamfeelingthisway

becauseyoutheonlyhumanthathaveshowedme

kindnessafteryearsoftormentbutIfearmydad

thesamewaythosemanfearhimbutIalsoadore

himcausehehavesavedmefromeverything.

Nqubekho

IlookedatherclosedmyeyesforaminuteIhopeI

don’tregretthisandIreallydon’tknowwhathas

gottentomebut....

“comewithmetothewalkincourtandmarryme”

ShelookedatmeshockedandIlookedbackather.

IhopeIknowwhatamdoing?

Shenodded

Me:youunderstandwhatamaskingyou?

Imo:Yeahido

Me:Soyousayingyes?Eventhoughitmightmake



thingstensewithyourfamily?

Imo:ifyouwantedtohurtmeorifyouwantedme

alltoyourself,youwouldn’thavehelpedmefind

themandyouwouldn’thavecaredifIlivedornot.

AmnotgoingtolieandsayIloveyouwithallmy

heartbutallIcansayisamgratefultohavemeet

youandamwillingtoexplorethisandifusgetting

marriedgivesusthechancetoseethisthrough

thanyesNqubekhoillmarryyoutomorrow.

IbroughtherclosertomekissingherasIslowly

liftedherupandslidintoherburyingmyselfinher

asIhelpedherridemetoherfullest.Whenshe

collapsedontomychestallIkeptaskingmyself

was“isthistherightthingtodo?AmIsavingheror

amIhurtingbothofus?“

Nkosazana

Wehavebeenontheplaneforadaynowandmy

nerveswerekillingme.Everyonewassleeping

apartPhilaasIwrappedmylegonhiscuddling.

Me:Youokay?



Phila:Ijustdon’twanttomessitupyouknow.

Me:Youwont.

Phila:Ihopeshelikesme?

Ismiled.

Me:whatnottolikebabe?

Phila:Yourightwhatnottolike.

Me:stopstressingbabe.Shewillloveusasmuch

asweloveher

Phila:Youthink?

Me:shourchildbabeofcauseshewill.

Nqubekho

IwokeuptohavingherhalflayingonmesoIdidn’t

moveuntilshewokeup.

Me:Goodmorning

Imo:Hi

Me:Youokay?



Imo:Yeahmybodypains

Me:sorry

Imo:Amnotcomplainingabouttheexercises.

Imo

Ihardlysleptwithhimwakingmeupeverynowand

thenteachingmeafewthingsthativonlyseenin

movies.Iveneverfeltsoaliveinmylifebothin

body,mindandheart.Ifelthiseverytouch,kissand

care.Icouldstillfeelhiminmeeventhoughhe

wasn’tthereanymore.Irolledoffhimashegotup

goingtothebathroomasilaidtherethinkingabout

everynaughtythinghehasdoneonme.Ifelthim

pushmylegstotheedgeofthebedasIgiggled.He

wasknellingonthefloorwithmylegsaroundhis

neckandheslowlykissedmyprivatepartmaking

meflinchandtightenmythighs.Henibbledonthe

sidesofthemmakingmefeelhispresenceand

slowlymadehiswaytomyhoneypotsuckingatme

asIscreamedasmywholebodyvibratedbeing

awareofhimdownthere.Ifelttheneedofhimin



megrowbiggerandbiggerandbeforeIcould

explodehepulledmetowardshimquicklyentered

measallmyinsidewrappedaroundhimasIwent

intoafrenzymyjuicesspillingonhimashestarted

goinginonmeroughmakingmegroanandscream

myheadoffasexplosionafterexplosionconsumes

me.bythetimehegaveintothisfrenzyIwasas

mashasamashmellowsohepickedmeupwith

himstillinmewalkingtothebathroomandtookme

intotheshowerashesatdownandthewater

splashedonus.Hesuckedonmyboobsashewent

harderinmeandIslowlystartedmovingmaking

himgroan.Ireallydon’tknowwheretheenergy

canefrombutwhenhisgriponmyhipsgotharderi

rodehimjustashetaughtmemakinghimshoothis

juiceinmaasIwentfasteruntilIwaspantinglikea

dogfullyspentwithusholdingeachotherwithhim

inmeyetsoftandtolazytodisconnectnotthatI

wascomplaining.Weletthewaterhitonusaswe

triedtocatchourbreath.

Nqubekho:Yougoingtobetheendofme.

Ifelthimgrowinmeagainandmybodygetting



energisedagainandmyneedtohavehimripmy

insidesgrow.Imadeaslowcircularmotionmaking

himgrinnedhisteethtogetherinadeepgroanthat

mademeallhoneyagainasIfeltmyselftwitch.

Thistimearoundwewerenotfastbutwelooked

deepintoeachothereyesandIrodehim,

connectinginbody,mindandsoulasallyoucould

hearwasthewater,mymoansandhisdeepgroans

aswereachedfortheceilingasourbodiesvibrated

endingthisdancewehad.Heheldmesotightasif

notwantingtoletgo.

Nqubekho

Callmepussywhippedorasnoboranywordthat

cometomindbutafterwhatwehavesharedIhad

nodoubtsaboutwhoamspendingtherestofmy

lifewith.EvenifitsmeansIfightthegovernmentir

herfatherbutamnotlosingher.EvenifitmeansI

loseeverythingbutkeepher.Amkeepingher.Iheld

hertightwhilethewaterwashedusassheslowly

wentlimpandIknewshewasexhaustedfromall

thelovemaking.Ivnevermadelovewithmysoul



beforeandtodayIdidandIknewshebelongtome.

Findingherinmybasementwasfats!!!.......

Goodnightguys

[10/05,07:29]Mukoko:Insert11:

Imolathile

Iwokeupfrombedandtouchedmylips

rememberingallthenaughtydeedsidid.And

smiled,iputonhistopandgotoutofbedtofind

himinthekitchenwarmingupfoodonlywearing

hispantswithoutatop.Hismusclesshowing

lookinghandsome.

Me:Hi

Iblushedashewalkedclosertomekissingmyfore

headmakingmefeelallmushyinside.

Nqubekho:Hi

Hehelpedmeonthechairandwesateatingin

silencebothofusinourownthoughtsandhim



takingaglanceatmeeverynowandthan.

Me:youstaring

Nqubekho:Iknow.Ifoundyouridentificationfrom

theNorthdakotasystemandprintedoutacopyso

wecanuseittogetmarried.Ialsofilledinallthe

paperworksincetechnicallyyounotanSouth

Africanandfiledit.

Me:Isee

Helookedatme.

Me:Istillwantustogetmarried.

Nqubekho:But?

Me:Idon’thaveanythingtowear.

Hesmiled.

Nqubekho:Afriendiscomingovertofixyourhair

andnailsandafewclothessoyoucanpickwhat

youwant.

Me:Thankyou

Nqubekho:apleasure.



Me:Doyouknowbyanychancewhenmyparents

willbehere?

Nqubekho:itsan19hoursflight.

Me:ohthanIguessillseethemtomorrow.

Nqubekho:Yeah

Me:AndillbeMrs?

Nqubekho:Johnson

ImumbledhisnameabitImoJohnson.

Me:Howoldareyou?

Nqubekho:30

Me:youlookyounger.

Nqubekho:Soivbeentold.

Me:anykids?

Nqubekho:no

Me:crazyexes?

Helaughed.

Nqubekho:Jo-annwasmyexandshewasn’tcrazy



Me:Okay

Nqubekho:Andyou?

Welookedateachotherandlaughed.

Nqubekho:Gladtoseeyoulaughingaboutit.

Me:ineverknewIwouldeverdoso.

Nqubekho:Ihavefamilythough

Me:Oh

Nqubekho

IneverreallytalkaboutmyfamilybutsomehowI

wascomfortablewithhertoshare.

Imo:where

Me:Theyfromaroundinthesuburbs

Imo:youvisitoften?

Me:No.

Imo:mindmeaskingwhy?

Me:wejusttwodifferentpeople,isendmoneyfor



themtogobuysincedadpassingheleftevery

singlethingwithmeinthehousetheylivein.

Imo:Iguessitwashiswayofapologisingforhis

faults.

Me:Iguessso.

Imo:Anythingelsethatweshouldknowabouteach

otherbeforemarriage?

Ilookedatherdrinkingteaandcuddledonthechair.

Me:Amamilitaryassassin.Myjobistotrackdown

theworld’sterrifyingpeopleandshoottokillifthey

havenocredibleintelthatcanhelpus.Ama

commanderofspecialopsinCIAbutworkonmy

terms.Ishouldn’tbetellingasoulthisbutIbelieve

marriageisbuiltonhonestyandtrust.AndItrust

you.

Shekeptquietforabit.

Imo:Ioncewatchedamovie.MissionimpossibleI

think,areyouthatguy?

Ilaughedathowlightshemadethematter.

Me:Yeahbasically.



Imo:prettycool

Me:youcan’tsharemyrealjob.Totheworldam

justafarmer.

Imo:OkayMrfarmer.

ThebellranganditwasNadiaheretofixherup.

Nkosazana

Wewereexhaustedbythetimewegothomethat

wesleptandwokeuplate.Icalledmomtolether

knowamhereandifshecancomeoverfor

breakfasttomorrow.

Mom:Nkosazana

Me:mama

Mom:Howareyou?Imissyouguyssomuchand

noNkosanaakhekho

Me:uyephi

Mom:hisinIndiaonbusiness.

Me:Soitsyouanddad?



Mom:Yep

Me:Wellhowaboutwedobreakfasttomorrowwe

here

Shescreamedandiguesswakingdadupsincehe

wascomplaining.

Mom:isitsafethough?

Me:wetakingprecautionsmombutweokay

Mom:Theboysarehere?

Me:Yes

ShewasquietforsometimeandIknowwhatshe

wasthinkingbutafraidtoasksoItookheroutof

hermystery.

Me:Wethinkwehavefoundourlittlegirl!!!

AllIheardwasmomcryingandpraying.Thiswhole

ordealhasbeenhardoneveryoneoneofus.

Mom:IknowitshardlovebutImproudofhowyou

havehandledit.Thefaithyouhavehadandbeing

thebackboneofthefamily.Thankyou.

Me:Itookmegoingthroughthistoappreciatethe



last20yearsofhavingamomlikeyou.Ngiyabonga

Ntombikababa.

Webothlaughedaswespokeaboutstuffwithher

tellingmeaboutourlittlebrotherstories.Itwasnice

laughingforachangewithoutfeelingguilty.I

cannotwaitfortomorrow....

[10/05,07:29]Mukoko:Insert12:

Nqubekho

Iwatchedhersignherlifeinmyhandandwhenwe

weredonewewalkedtothecarandIhelpedherin

thetruckandgotin.Shewasgrinninglikeasmall

girl.

Me:Yourgrinningismakingmeblush.

Imo:Sorry.

Me:Sowife,whatwillyouliketodo?

Imo:Idontknowyethusband.

Webothlaughedatoursilliness.

Me:Wellthereisacarnivalclosebymaybewecan



gothere.

Imo:whatacarnival

Me:Ohmygosh.Istartedthecar,thisisgoingtobe

fun.

Imo:IhopeIlikeit.

Me:Yougoingtoloveit.

Phila

Afteritoldeveryonewhathappeningalltheguys

wantedtocomeby.SoherewearebackinSA

goingthroughtheplan.

Ntokozo:Nkosazanagoingtokillusforthis

Me:wejusttrackingtheguynothingfancy.

Ntokozo:butwhatifyoutreatinghimlikeathugwill

makehimchangehismindandarrestus

Mlu:onwhatgrounds?

Ntokozo:incaseyouhaveforgottenbafothinawe

arecriminals.



Xola:butwedon’tkill,hegoforkillersandrapist

Ntokozo:hegoesforwhitecollarcrimesandweare

whitecollars

Me:canwestoparguingaboutthis.Nkosisaysno

complaintswereloggedagainsthimsowesafe.

Ntokozo:thanwhyarewesurveillinghim?

Zola:wealwaysdoreconbeforemeetingaperson

thatwhy!

Ntokozo:butthedudeishelpingusnotattacking

andthinasibusywithplanninganattack!!

IunderstoodNtokozopointbutIcouldn’triskitthis

beingatrap.

Me:Youcansitthisoneoutbafo

Ntokozo:andwhenshithitsthefanhave

Nkosazanakillme?Nothanks,ijusthopewedon’t

regretthisthatallamsaying.

Zola:Notednowletgetbusybeforewecallameet

upfortonight.Inoddedaswegottheballrolling



Imo

Ivneverbeentoacarnivalandthegamesandfood

wereamazing.HebroughtmeeverythingIwanted

andallowedmetoplayeverygamethatIwanted.

Wewerenowstandingbythegun-shootpit.Ifyou

makecertainamountsofshotsyouwinbears.

Me:Illliketotrythis.

Nqubekho:Doyouknowhowtoshoot?

Me:Nobutivwatchedmoviesitnotthatbad.

HepaidandtheygavemeagunandIstood

Nqubekho:Firstlywifeyoustandingwrong.

Theguywhowastherewaslaughing.

Me:CanIdothiswithoutaninvigilator.

HenoddedandIshottheshootsnotaiming

anything.

Phila

Xolaandzolawereattheranch.Mluwasafillinat



thesecretheadquartersofCIAinDurbantryingto

findanythingrelatedtousandNtokozoandIfinally

foundhimatthecarnival.Hetrulywasahard

persontotracksincewetriedwithacellonlytofind

thatheleftitathomesoweusedtrafficcameras

onlynottoseehimatalluntilhecouldn’tescape

theoneatthecarnivalgatesoherewearewatching

asplittingimageofmywifelaughingandsmiling

withhimindulgingher.

Ntokozo:hisgivingherthechildhoodshemissed.

Youseehisnotgoingtoarrestyou.

Me:ishouldbethere.

Ntokozo:Iknow.

Wewatchedandlaughedwhenshewastaking

shootsandmissed.Ntokozowastakingpictures.

Me:Sheshootslikehermom.

Ntokozo:Iwasthinkingthesamething

Imo

Hepaidagain.



Nqubekho:NowcanIinstructyou?

Inodded,heplacedourjunkandstuffonthefloor.

Nqubekho:Firstlyyoufootingiswrong.Hehelped

meplacethemapartthanhefixedmybackalittle

straighterthanhehelpedmeholdthegunproperly

withmylefthandsupportingtherighthand.

Nqubekho:Nowwhenyoupullthetrickerbreath

okay.Letyourbreathoutslowlysothebulletis

controlled.Nowaim!

Iaimed

Nqubekho:nowinhaleandslowlyletgoofyour

breathwhilesqueezingthetrigger.Ididashesaid

andIshotaimingonofthebottlesthewayI

screamedjumpingupanddown.Theownerand

himlaughed.

Phila

Icouldhearherscreamsfromhereasshejumped

upanddownlikeakidlookingasbeautifulasthey

come.



Ntokozo:wow

Hewaswipingatearfromhereyes.

Imo

Iendedupgettingatinydoll.Causeimissedafew

things.

Nqubekho:Letmeshowyouhowitdone.Hepaid

againandtookaloadedgun.

Owner:Youhaveexperiencesoillmovedthe

targetsabitsoyougetthehugeteddybear.

Nqubekho:Cool

Therewerepeopleslowlygatheringsoheaimedat

themovingtargetsandonebyoneheshotthemall

withinsecondsandpeoplewereclappingashegot

ourteddybearthathugethanI.Hegavetheguy

morecashandleft.

Me:Yeahyouarewhatyousayyouare.Helaughed

makingmesmileashewrappedanarmaroundme

kissingmyforehead.



Ntokozo

Iquicklypressedthelockbuttonbeforehejumped

outofthecar.

Phila:hekissedher....hekissedmydaughter.

Me:Nowgettingoutofthecarinpublicwillgetus

arrestedandwedon’twantthat.

Phila:Yousawhimkissingher

Me:onherhead.Itcouldbefatherly

Phila:Amherfather.

Heroared.

Me:Amdrivingyouhome,itoldyouthisisnoton

andlooknow.

Asifhimkissingherforeheadwasn’tenoughhe

pickedherupontothetruckandbeforeleavingher

ontheseathekissedherfullonthelips.Amnot

surewhenPhilagotoutbuthewasrunningtowards

thecarwithmetryingmybesttocatchhimbefore

thingsgetoutofhand....



Seeyouguysafterone...itszoommeetingsafter

meetingstoday
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Nqubekho

Watchingherlaughandenjoyeverysecondoutwas

ajoy.IgotinthecaranddroveoffasIsawtwo

guystumblingeachotheronthefloor.Idroveoff

Imo:Thankyou

Me:For?

Imo:thebestweddingever.

Me:onemorestop.IdroveustoTiffanieshouse.

Sheownsajewellerystoreandkeepsthebest

piecesinherhouseinasafe.Weparkedandgotto

thedoorgreetedbyher.

Imo:whatarewedoing?

Me:Youneedaweddingring.



Shelookedatmeshockedasweweresurrounded

byjewelleryallover.Fromringstochainsto

watchesitwasdiamondsallover.

Phila

IwatchedthemdrivepassandNtokozogotoffme.

Ntokozo:Whatwrongwithyou.

Me:Hekissedher

Ntokozo:So?

Me:didyoujustsayso?

Ntokozo:Justgetinthecaramdrivingyouhome.

Me:No

Ntokozo:ifyouwantyourdaughtertohateyouthan

fineletdriveuptoherhouseandwatchyoubeatup

theonlyhumanthathasbeenkindtoherafterall

theshitshebeenthrough.

Thatgotmesilentaswedrovehome.



Imo

Ididn’tknowwhatIwantedandIdidn’tknowthat

pickingaringcouldmakemesoemotional.

Nqubekho:Youcanpickmorethanoneifyoulike.

Me:Theylooksoexpensive

Nqubekho:theyreasonable.

Me:Yousure.

Nqubekho:Picksomethingyoulikeforyourselfand

somethingyouwilllikeformetoo.

IstoodthereconfuseduntilIsawasoftpinkset.Its

hadaclearsoftpinkrocknottoohugeboretoo

smallthatwouldsettleperfectlyonmyfingers.

Therewasabraceletthathadcharmsonitkeys

andheartsandtherewasachaintoothathada

heartthatyoucanengraveaname.Andtherewasa

malewatchandawhitegoldbandwithaclear

diamondandIcouldengravesomethinginit

Me:Ilikethisset.

Nqubekho:thanletgetit



Me:yousure?

Heturnedlookedattheladyandshetookit.

Me:whatdodyousay?

Nqubekho:Itoldherwhattoengraveontherings.

Me:Andtheheart?

Nqubekho:shegoingtofetchapaperforustowrite

itout.

Nkosi

IdrovetoNkosazanaandfoundherglowing.She

reallygetsmorehotwitheachyear.

Me:Youlookamazing.

Nkosazana:Thankyou.Younottoobadyourself.

Isatbythecounterasshewaspreparingfoodjust

asafumingPhilawalkedinandNtokozowalking

behindhim.

Nkosazana:Babe

HeraisedhishandandvanishedasNtokozothrew



himselfonthechair.

Nkosazana:Whatyoudidtohim?

Ntokozo:aysisiuyahlanyalo.

Phila:Callthatguytellhimtobringmydaughter

tonight!!!

Heroaredfromtheotherroom.Webothlookedat

Ntokozobuthejustshrugged.

Nqubekho

Onourwayhomewepassedatruckthatwasoutof

placewithtwoguyswithcaps.Iknowarecallguy

whenIseeoneandthesetwoarespyingonme.I

lookedatthenumberplatesandsilentlydrove

home.WegotitandIpickedImoupjustthephone

rang.Ianswered.

Voice:ItsNkosi

Nkosi

Hewasonloudspeakerwitheveryonelistening.



Nqubekho:yes

Me:Theyhere

Nqubekho:Okay

Me:Uhm,areyoufreetonight.

Nqubekho:Holdon....

Wecouldhearhimspeakontheotherendaswe

werequiet.

Imo

HeheldmewithtwohandsandIcouldhearthathe

wasn’thimself.

Nqubekho:RememberIpromisedtohelpyoufind

yourparents?

Me:Yeah?

Nqubekho:Welltheyhereandeagertoseeyou.

Me:Oh

Nqubekho:Istonightokayoryouwanttosleeponit.

Me:Youcomingwith?



Nqubekho:Yeah

Me:Promise?

Nqubekho:Ipromise.

Me:Whatiftheyhateme?

Nqubekho:Wetalkedaboutthis.Theydon’thate

you,therenothingtohate.

Me:Amscared

Nqubekho:Metoobutwegotthisokay?

Me:Okay

Nqubekho:Sotonight?

Inoddedandhekissedmyheadandmovedtothe

phone.

Nkosi

Weweresosilent.Theemotionshehadinhisvoice

whenspeakingtoherbroughttearsandthefearin

hervoice.Everyonewasquietwipingtears.

Nqubekho:Sureillbringher



JustlikethathewentfromthatcaringmanIheard

afewminuteagotothecolddistantmanonthecall.

Me:Thankyou

Nqubekho:Cool

Iwasabouttohungupwhenhecalledmyname.

Me:yes

Nqubekho:kindlycalloffthesetwomenonmy

streetplease.Hehungupaseveryonelookedat

Phila.

Phila:hehasmydaughter,ihadtoknowwhatkind

ofamanhewasandifthiswasnotatrap!...
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Nqubekho

ShehadonthechainwithmynameonitandIhad

onmyringandsheworeherringwhichfitted

perfectlyonherfingers.Shehadonblacktrack

pantsandsneakers,reallylookedperfect.

Ihadonmygreytracksuitsandworeabennie



coveringmyboldhead.Iwalkedtothegaragebarn

toasmallercaranddroveitback

Me:Wewillstartatthemall.Getyourmomsome

flowersandgettwobottlesofwine.

Imo:Okay

Wedroveinsilence,gottothemallandgottwo

bunchofflowersandtwocakesandtwobottleof

wine.

Imo

Myheartwaspoundingfastasweparkedatths

mostbeautifulhugehouseever.

Nqubekho:Youokay?

Me:Amshaking

Nqubekho:Igotyou

Me:But

Nqubekho:nobuts.Wehavegotthis.



Nkosazana

Philawaspacing.

Phila:whataretheydoingoutside?

Me:canyoupleasecalmdown!

Phila:Theyhavebeentherefortwominutes

Zanothando:Dad!!

Thatgothimtocalmdownashedrankashotand

therewasaknockonthedoorandZanovuyo

walkedtowardsit.

Imo

Ayoungtallguythatlookedexactlylikemeopened

thedoor.Hestoodthereshockedasanotherguy

lookingexactlylikehimstoodthere

Nqubekho

IfIdidn’tknowbetterIwouldsaytheytriplets.The

waytheylookedsimilarwithdimplesandall.



Zanothando

Igrabbedherandhuggedher.Iknewthatnot

seeingherallthoseyearsandalwaysbeingtold

aboutheraffectedusbutitwastodaythatIgotto

seethemagnitudeofhowmuchithasaffectedme.

Mybrotherhuggedbothofusaswecriedandthe

flowersshewasholdingbeingcrushed.

Nkosazana

Seeingmykidscrybroughttearstomyeyes.I

neverknewthatthetwinswereaffectedbyallof

thistilltoday

Zanothando:Youlooklikehim.

HepointedatZanovuyoandshelaughedthat

earthylaughthatherdadhas.Theboysmovedand

Islowlywalkedtowardshertouchingherfaceand

feelingthatsheisaliveandreal.

Me:Mybaby

IheldhertightasIletgoofallthetearsivheldonto.



Whendoneshegavemeflowersandherdadwas

standingtherewithredeyes.Iknowtheysayman

arenotsupposetocrybuttheonlytimeivseen

Philacrywaswhenitrelatedtoourdaughter.He

stoodrightinfrontofherandraisedhisfingerandI

watchedinamazementasshetookhisfinger

holdingitlikeasmallchildandthatmadehimlose

allhissensesandcryasheheldherkissingherall

over.“iloveyouangel”

Imo:IamPhilaMazibukodaughter,amnomore

stolenamnowinhislovingarms.Shewhispered

butweallheardasmyhusbandcrushedhersome

more...

Goodnightguys....wehaveload-shedding
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Nqubekho

Istoodtherewatchingthemhugitoutandtalk.

Voice:HiamNtokozo.



Ilookedathimandhewasoneoftheguystheguys

thatfakedhisdeath.

Me:Nqubekho

Ntokozo:Nicetomeetyou.

HermomwalkedovertomeandIgaveherthegifts

andshesmiledtakingthem.

Nkosazana:Thanyou.

Shehuggedmeandihuggedherback.

Ntokozo:nowcanwepleaseeat.

Wewalkedtothehugetablehergrandparentswere

thereandheruncles.Shesatnexttomeandheld

myhandgivingitatinysqueezeandIknewthe

comfortwasmoreforherthanforme.

Phila

Iwatchedhowhelookedatherandhowhewas

literallydressingusdownwithhissharpalerteyes.

Me:SoMrJohnsons.



Everythingkeptquietandlookedathimtakinga

pieceofchicken

Imo

Mydadhasthisauthorityauraaroundhimandits

nowmakessensewhypeoplearescaredofhim.

Phila

“illliketopersonallythankyouforbringmy

daughterhome”

Weallraisedourglassesandclicked.

Nqubekho:Itsapleasure.

Nkosazana:reallythankyousomuch.

Shesmiledandhesmiledatherhisfacesoftening

up.

Mlu:Thisisbeautiful,havingthewholefamilyhere

underoneroof.

Me:yeah,nowthatwehaveourbabygirlandallis



wellwithher.Wecanallgohome.

TherewassilenceandIsawthemlookateach

otherthanattheyfood.

Me:DidIsaysomethingwrong?

Imo:

Ilookedatmynewfoundfamily,iknowitstoo

muchgoingonandemotionsarealloverandyesi

wantarelationshipwiththembutIalsowantto

explorewhatwehavewithNqubekho.

Me:Nodadyoudidn’t.

IsqueezedHishandandhesqueezeditback.

Mom:Ifixedaroomforyou.Ihopeyoulikepink.

Iclearedmythroatandtheyalllookedatme

Me:theresomethingyoushouldknowdad.

Dad:Whatisit

IfeltmorenervousandlookedatdadcauseIknew

hewastheonethatismoreluckilytoflip.



Mom:youcantalktousaboutanythinglove

“Ammarried!”

Dad:Towho?

IlookedatNqubekhoandIdon’twhenthetable

flewbutmydadwasontopofhimwantingtohit

himaseveryonewasscreamingforhimtobackoff.

IknowNqubekhocouldhavehithimbuthedidn’t

andIhelpedhimupastheytookdadoutofthe

houseranting.Grandpalaughed.

Grandpa:Lookathistoryrepeatingitself.Welcome

toourfamilyson!HeshookNqubekhohandand

grandmahuggedmeharder

Grandma:notonlydidwegetourgranddaughter

backbutagrandsontoo.Shekissedhischeek.

Me:Areyouokay?

Nqubekho:Yes

Me:Yousure?

Nqubekho:Yesamsure.

Mydadwalkedinthehousestillfuming.



Dad:Getthefuckoutofmyhouse!!!Youdidthison

purpose.

Me:Dad!!!!

Dad:Iloveyousomuchprincess,lordknowsthatI

dowithallmyheartbuthim....heneedstogo.

Mom:Phila!!!

Dad:Iwillnothavemydaughtermarriedtohim.

Nqubekho:illgo.

HewasabouttoleaveandIheldhishand.

Me:Iloveyoudad,lordknowsIloveyouwithallmy

heart.Daysturnedintomonthsandmonthsinto

yearsdreamingaboutthedaythatIfinallymeetyou

andthis...thisrightnowisnotthefatherthatI

wantedtocomebacktoo.Iknowyoumeanwell

andIKnow...

Dad:Youjustakid!!!

Me:dad!!!

Dad:AmnotgoingtoarguewithuOlumiyo!!!You

arenotstayingmarriedtothatmanandthatmy



finalword!!!

IlookedateveryonesilentandIlaughed,whilethey

alllookedatmeshockedevenNqubekhohimself.

Me:Youknowwhatsofunnydad?

Helookedatmeconfused.

Me:Amyourreplicarighttoyourcore.Amadie

hardjustlikeyouandamasstubbornastheycome.

Thisismyhusband,apartofmeasmuchasyoua

partofmeandwithoutdisrespectingyoubutifyou

wanthimgonethanyoudon’twantmetoo.

Theroomwentdeadlysilentasiftheyholdingthey

breathsasIlookedatmyfumingfather.Helooked

atNqubekhothanmeandturnedleaving.

Ntokozo:Finallyhehasfoundhismatch!!!

Kusazobanamnandilaykhaya.

Mom:Helpuscleanupboysandletgotothe

loungeillbringdesert.

IlookedatNqubekhoconfused,didtheyjustactlike

mydadandIwerenotfighting.

Nqubekho:Maybeishouldgo.



Me:Ifyougo,igo.

Nqubekho:Thatwasn’ttheplan

Me:Younotleaving.

Nqubekho

IkeptquietasIlookedather.Thewomanwhojust

stooduptoherfatherandconsidersmeapartof

her.

Me:Gotalktohim

ShenoddedandIstoodthereashermotherwalked

closer.

Nkosazana:Welcometothefamily

Me:Amsorry

Nkosazana:for?

Me:Allofthis,itssupposetobe...

Nkosazana:Letmestopyou.Asmuchasyouthink

youtheonedrivingallthis.Butawomannever

makesadecisionwithoutplayingitallinherhead.



Youaskedhertomarryyouright?

Me:Yes

Nkosazana:Inthosefewminutesshefigured

everythingoutandsaidyesbecauseshemeantit.

Nownevermindwhatherdadthinksorsay.You

loveherright?

Iblushedandshesmiled.

Nkosazana:Thatgoodenoughforme.Soyouhave

ourblessing.

Ilookedathershocked.

Me:Justlikethat?

Nkosazana:yesjustlikethat.Nowcomehave

pudding....

Sanibonani
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Imo



Iwalkedouttomydadandsatnexttohimbythe

bench.

Me:Dad

Dad:Ifailedyou

Isnuggledclosertohisshoulder.

Me:Youneverfailedme,youtheonlypersonthat

haskeptmealiveforsolong.

Dad:How?

Me:Thereweredayswhenhewillwanttosellme

offforsexandtheminuteIsayyournameanyman

withahardon,itdisappears.Thanthereweredays

wereillmeetpeoplewhowerewillingtohelp

becauseofyourname.

Dad:Amsorryaboutallthatyouhavebeenthrough

Me:Iknowyouare.

Wewerequietforsometime.

Dad:AmangrybecauseIfeellikehistakingmy

place

Ikeptquietcauseheneededtosaywhateverinhis



heart.

Dad:HemakesyousohappyandIwishIwasthe

onemakingyouthathappy.Thewayhelooksat

youmakesmybloodboilcauseIfeellikehewill

takemyplaceinyourlife.Amtheonethatsuppose

tomakeyouhappy,protectyouandteachyouthe

world.

HewipedatearandIsnuggledclosertohim.

Me:Ineedyoutotellyourselfonething.Noonewill

everreplaceyouinmylife.Yes19yearsofourlives

werestolenfromusbutwehaveafuturetowork

withandamnotgoinganywhere.

Dad:Promise?Evenifyouhearcrazythingsabout

me?

Me:Crazythingsornot.YoumyfatherandIlove

yousomuchwiththecrazyornot.

Hesmiledkissingmyforehead.Wekeptquiet

lookingattheemptysky.

Dad:Ishouldprobablyapologise

Me:Thatwillbeagoodstart.



Dad:Ididbadthingsinmydaylove,beinginSAis

risky.

Me:Iknowdadandthankyouforcomingjustto

seeme.

Dad:Doesthismeanyounotgoingbackwithus?

Me:Thismeansyoudon’tthinkaboutitforthenext

coupleofdaysandletusenjoyknowingeachother

,lovingeachotherandwewilltalkabouttheother

stuffwhenthetimecomes.

HeheldmecloserandkeptquietasIsatthere

enjoyingmyfatherloveandcompany.

CIAheadquarters

“getJohnsonsonthelineimmediately!!!”

Afterafewminutesanassistantwalkedback

Them:Generalcommanderhisphoneisringing.

“Idon’tcarehowyoufindhimbutyoufindhimand

gethimhere”

EveryonewentoutrunningasIlookedatthethefile



thatherequestedonPhilaMazibukoandthe

informationthatIhaveofhimfromthe

undergroundworldthatIhavebeentracking.

“Whatgoingon?”

Nkosazana

Iwalkedtobedandfoundhimlayingtherelooking

attheceilingsoIgotinbedandsleptnexttohim.

Me:Hi

Phila:Hi

Wekeptquietwithmecuddledupnexttohimand

himcirclingmyback

Phila:shesomuchlikeme

Me:Iknow

Phila:Beenthroughsomuchyetsheloves

wholeheartedly

Me:Shelikeyoutothecore

Phila:Idon’twannaleavethiscountrywithouther



Nkosazana,ijustcantbarethethoughtofnot

seeinghereverydayorherbeingacarrideawayor

herneedingmethanwaitinghoursformetobe

there.Ican’t!!

Ilookedatmyhusbandandlaidmyheadonhis

chest.

Me:Iknowbaby....iknow.

Nqubekho

Theridehomewassilent,shewaslookingoutside

thewindowalltheway.IkeptquietandwhenI

turnedtomyroadIsawanunmarkedvan.Idrove

slowlyandgottomyhousetofindblackchevy

outside.ImolookedatmeandIlookedather.

Me:Stayinthecaranddon’tsayaword!!!

Shenodded,iparkedandwalkedtomyporchand

foundtheMilitaryGeneralonmydoorstep.

Me:Youatmyhouseunannounced

General:Icalledacoupleoftimes



Me:For?

General:Weneedtotalk

Me:Amlistening.

Heraisedthemarriagecertificatewithmyname

andImo.

Me:heretocongratulateme?

Heraisedheridentificationpagewithhermother

informanddads.Thanheraisedtheydeath

certificatewiththedatecirculated.

General:Stillwanttobehostileoryouwanttotell

mehowyoumarriedagirlthatdidn’texistuntila

dayagoandhowyoumarriedthesamegirlwho

belongstoamanthatwasdeadlongbeforeshe

wasborn.

hegavemeapagewithaphotoofScelo.

General:Andhoweveryonewhohaseverworked

withhimorevensayhelloisdeadandwhywashe

foundinariverinanothercountrya1000miles

awayfromhere,brutallykilled?

Ilookedathimforaminute.



Me:Whyareyouhere?

General:3millionrands!!!

Me:of?

General:Thattheamountthatonyourfatherinlaw

thatissupposetobedead.3millionrandsforhim

andhisfriendsintheundergroundworld.

Me:Why?

General:youcannotgoonakillingspreeforyears

anddon’tgetanythinginreturn.Hethantooka

pieceofpaperwithmyname.

Me:Whatthat?

General:Yourcontracttokillhim.

Me:Killwho?

General:Yourfatherinlaw!!!

Ilookedathimshocked.

Me:Whatareyousayingtome?

Heplacedeverythingonthetableandplacedhis

handsinhispockets.



General:Ivnevertoldyouhowtodoyourjoband

amnotgoingtotellyounow.Socallmein24hours

andtellmewhatyourdecision.

Heturnedandleftandistoodthereforsometime.

WhathaveIopenedmyselftoo??WhowantsPhila

andhisfriendsdead?...
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Imo

Hewalkedtothecaropenedthedoorandwe

walkedinthehouse.Hewasangry,icouldseeit.

Wegotinandhethrewthefileonthetableand

Walkedtohisroom.Itookmyshoesoffandwalked

totheclosettookmyclothesoffabouttochange

whenIfelthisstrongarmsgrabmeandpushme

againstthewallashekissedmeallovermyback

thanheremovedhispantsfastandtookmefrom

behindfastandhardandrough.Itookitallashe

wentonandondrivingmemadandmakingme

comeacoupleoftimes.Whenhewasdonehetook

offallhisclothesandpickedmeuptakingmeto



theshoweraswesattherelettingthewaterrunon

usforwhatfeltlikehours.

Nqubekho:Remembernoliesbetweenus?

Inodded.

Nqubekho:Thatwasmygeneral.

Me:Whatdidhewant?

HeclosedhiseyesandIcouldfeelthefrustration

again.

Nqubekho:Thereisahitonyourfatherfor3.4

millionandIneedtofindoutwhoorderedit!!

Ifeltallthebloodinmyheadrush

Van

Wewereallquietasthetheymadeloveandwe

couldheareverythingthantheshowingandfigured

theybathing.Noonequestionedthegeneralfor

wantingtobugthehouseandwewereallpraying

thatwhateverhappeningNqubekhodoesn’tfindout

orweallgoingtobedead.



General

Myheartwaspoundingsohardaftermyvisittohim.

Heistheworldrecordshooter.WhatwasIthinking

lettinghimdomydirtyworkallofasudden.Yesiv

beentrackingPhilaeversincehewasresponsible

forkillingmybrotherScorpion.Andwhenifound

outhewaskillingmypeoplelittlebylittleleadingup

toScelobrokemyheartandIdidn’tthinkIjust

reactedandnowhereiwasnow.Itookoutmy

phoneandcalledmywife.

Nqubekho

ShewassleepingsoIgotupwithoutwalingherup

andwenttomysecretroomandtookoutmyburner

phonecalledmyoldcontactKillerT.

Me:Ineedyou

KillerT:illbethereinthemorning

Me:amsorrytodothistoyou

KillerT:Illbethereinthemorningbafo.



Me:Usetheback.

KillerT:Asifiwasgoingtousethefrontdoorand

havewhoeverkeepingyouawakeatthishourknow

amintown.

Me:Thankyou

KillerT:Ioweyouremember.

Ihungupandsattheregoingthrougheverything

thathegavemearound3amihaditallfiguredand

theonlypersonthatcouldgetusoutofthismessis

PhilaMazibukohimself.Butineedbackuporhe

willthinkthiswasmyplanfromthebeginningwith

theCIA.Ihopethatimakingarightdecisionhere.I

tookthesignaljammersandturneditoninevery

roomstoppinganyonefromlisteninginanything

amabouttosay.AndwokeupImo

Me:babe

Imo:Hmmm

Me:youneedtogetup

Imo:Why?

Me:Trustmeokay?



ShenoddedandItookasmallbagpacked

everythingandgavehersomethingtoputonher.

Imo:Theyafterme?

Me:Amnotriskingitokay.

Imo:whereyoutakingme?

Me:Yourfather.

Shestoppedeverythingandlookedatme?

Imo:Why?

Me:IneedhimtolistentomeandwhatIhaveto

sayandyoutheonlypersonthatcouldstophim

fromkillingme.

Shekeptquietforsometimethanlookedatmeand

lookedatherringandthatscaredmecauseIdont

knowwhatshewasthinkingorifshewasregretting

beingmarriedtomeorevengivingherselftome.

Myheartpoundedsohardagainstmychest.Icant

loseher,callmeselfishbutIcannotloseher...

[10/05,07:31]Mukoko:Insert18:



Nqubekho

Istoppeddoingwhatiwasdoingandlookedather.

Imo:Nolies?

Me:Nolies

Imo:Thantalktomewhatgotyousoscared?

Itookadeepbreathandtriedtoholdherbutshe

movedaway.

Me:IthinktheGeneralhasathingagainstyour

fatherandIthinkthathetryingtosettlethatscore

andIfearthatyoubeingmarriedtomemighthave

causedhimtocatchuptoyourdad.Ifearthatallof

thisishappeningbecauseIwasusingmyheart

whenImeetyounotmyhead.

Imo:Areyousaying...

Iwalkedclosertoherandtouchedher.

Me:amsayingmyactionsputyouandyourfamily

atrisk.Idon’tregretwalkingtomysleepingbeauty,

idontregretfallinginlovewithyouandmostlyi

don’tregretmarryingyou.



Imo:youloveme?

Me:sincethefirstdayigaveyoumycupofcoffee.

Shesmiled.

Me:yourdadmightnotseeitthatwaythough.That

whyineedtodothistherightway.Sendyouback

home,letyoubewithyourfamilywhileweworkthis

outwithafriendofmine.Andifyourdadwishesto

helpthanhecan.

Imo:Iloveyoutoo

Me:Really?

Imo:Iknowpartofmewasthinkingmaybeifeel

likethisbecausetechnicallyyoutheonlymanthat

hasshoweredmekindness.ButIloveyou,ilove

youwitheverythingthatiamandbeyondwords

couldexplain.

Shethrewherselfonmeandiheldhertight.

Me:Amnotgoingtoloseyou.

Imo:Youwontlosemetoookay.

IhelpedhergetdressedasIfilledherineverything



thatthegeneralbeenuptoo.

Phila

Iwokeuptoasoundandislowlygotupwithmy

gunandwalkedoutofthetheroomcheckingeach

roomandbumpedtoZola.

Me:Youheardittoo?

Zola:Yes

Wewalkedslowlyandgottothekitchenfound

NqubekhoandImo

Imo:Dad?

Imo

Heloweredhisgunandwalkedcloserholdingmein

hisarms.

Dad:youokay

Me:Amokaybutwehavesomethingtosharewith

you.



Phila

Ilookedatherhusbandashestartedtalkingfilling

meinfromthetimetheylefthere.

Ilookedatherandlookedathim.

Me:howdidyougetout?

Nqubekho;Ihaveagetawaycar

Me:isee.

Zola:illwakeNtokozoup.

Me:Cool,babygirlgosleep.

Imo:Amnot...

Nqubekho:wespokeaboutthisright?

Shenoddedandhehuggedherandsheleft.Ihad

himpinnedtothewallwithinminutesandwhat

frustratedmethathejustletmepushhim.

Me:IfIfindoutthatthisisatrap...amgoingtokill

you

Nqubekho:sure



Heswiftlymovedmeandleftdisappearingintothe

darkness.

Nqubekho

Iwokeupearlyandmadecoffeeandwenttomy

officetogothroughalternativeswhenIheardthe

backdoorcrackopenandItookoutmygunand

slowlywalkedoutandsawmyfatherinlaw

standingthere.

Phila:Hi

Iloweredmygunandlookedathimconfused.

Phila:Ioweyouanapology.

Thattookmebackabit.

Phila:Amsorry

Me:Apologyaccepted

Hesatdown.

Me:Coffee?

Phila:sure



Ipouredacupforhimandhetookit.

Phila:ihavemyguyXolaathishouse.Mluisunder

coverattheheadquartersandNtokozoislooking

foranypapertracesthatareoutofplaceforthe

general.

Me:Oh

Phila:Zolaisoutsidedealingwiththeguysinthe

van.

Me:Oh

Hewasquiet.

Phila:Sheismybabygirl.

Me:Iknow

Phila:Youhurther...

Me:Look,iloveyourdaughter.Iknowiwentthe

wrongwayinprovingthisbutwhenthingsare

calmerillliketodotraditionalthings.

Helookedatmeforsometime.

Phila:Hopefullywesurvivethis



Me:IvneverbeenshotandIplanongettingshot

now.

General

Myphoneranganditwasmywifewhonevercalls

whenamatwork.

Me:babe

Luyanda:someoneisoutside

Shewhisperedterrified

Me:whatyoumeansomeoneisoutside?

Luyanda:imeansomeoneisspyingintothehouse

Me:amonmyway.

Myheartwaspoundingsohardasicalledateam

tofollowmetothehouseasIdroveinafrenzy.

Nqubekhoknowsamplayinghim!!!
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Xola

Isawthatshesawmeandthatwastheplansowe



canseehowlongitstakesthesquadtogettothe

house.Imovedfromwhereiwastohide

somewherethatIcanseethecommotionandsaw

thatittookthem8minutetogetheresoiwaitedto

seeiftheytakingherawaybuttheydidn’tafter

sometimeIlefttextingPhilaeverything.

Imo

Wakinguptofindingmymominmyroomsmiling

wasablessing.

Me:morning

Mom:morning

Me:howlongyouhavebeenthere?

Mom:justafewminutes

Igotoutofbedandfixeditthanwalkedoutwithher

helpingherinthekitchenmakebreakfastasthe

boyscamedown.

Zanothando:Morning

Me:Morning.Isatdownbetweenthemasweall



tookbrownbreadatthesametimeandIlaughed.

Zanovuyo:Itwasweirdwhenonepersonwas

copingmenowIhavetwo.Ilaughedandlookedat

mymomsmilingandwipingatear.Nqubekhowas

right,myfamilyneededme.

Nqubekho

Thelastfewhoursweweregoingthroughtheplans

justasNtokozowalkedinfromthefrontdoor.

Me:Youshouldhaveusedtheback

Ntokozo:Hellotoyoutoo

Phila:Hisright...youshould....

Heraisedhishands.

Ntokozo:Zolatookcareofthem.

Me:Oh

Phila:Yousaythatalot.

Ntokozo:SothegeneralisScelouncleandamsure

youallknowthatbutsomeofthekillsthatyouhave



madewerenotorderedfromtheintelligenceitwas

youdoinghisdirtywork.

Igrabbedthepapersandreaditthrough.

Me:Thatsonofabitch,heplayedme.Thatsonofa

bitch.

Iplacedthepapersonthetable.

General

Iwatchedasthetactteamisenttohishousewalk

in.

Me:whatareyouguysdoinghere?

Them:Wewerebustedbytheneighbourhoodwatch

andtheysaidresidentsdontfeelsafewithatruck

sittingthereforadaynow,sowehadtomove.

Me:anyrecordingdone?

Them:nothingofvalue.Inoddedandtheyleft.I

couldsomehowfeelitinmybonesthatsomething

waswrongbutIcouldn’tpinpointit.



Nkosazana

Iwashedsomedishesandturnedtolookatmy

family.MymomanddadsoakingeverywordImo

wassaying.Theboyslaughingatsomething.This

iswhativbeenprayingforallalong.

Phila

“ithinkweshouldattacktonight”

Ntokozo:shouldwetellNkosi?

Me:wehavedraggedhimintothisforsometime

nowletnotdothis.

Nqubekho:Illsendatexttotheheadofnational

securityandgettheballrolling.

Me:everyoneknowwhatsupposetobedoing?

Theyallnodded.

Nqubekho:letmewalktoaroomthathas

everything

Wewalkedtotheendofthepassageandhe

punchedthecode.



Ntokozo:sweetlord!!....

Illseeyouguystomorrow

[10/05,07:32]Mukoko:Insert20:

General

Itookoutmyphoneandcalledtheguysthatihave

positionedoutsidethehouse.

Me:youaregood?

Them:yeah

Me:nomovement?

Them:none

Me:okay.

Ihungupandcalledmywifebutthephonewas

ringingnonestopandthatwasmakingmemore

nervous.Icalledagainthanhepickedup

Phila



“heardyoulookingforme?”

General

Myheartstoppedbeatingforasecondasipressed

thebuttontocallinsomeonehere.Iwrotedownfor

someonetogocheckonmywifeinsidethehouse

Me:PhilaMazibuko

Phila:sowhatisit?

Phila

Ihadhiswifeasifoundhersleepingandjust

injectedhertosleepsomemorewhilewedealwith

this

General:youhavemywife?

Me:andyournephewhadmydaughterfor19years

General:youkilledmybrother

Me:afteryournephewmessedthingsup.

General:iwantmywife



Me:thateasycomefetchher.

General:where?

Igavehimanaddressthatiknowtheguyscan

cover.

General:canIpleasetalktoher?

Me:seeyouintwohourstimeillsendyouapicture

ofher.Ihungup.

Ntokozo:nowletthegamesbegin.

General

Ihadateamasappreparingandscoutingthe

abandonbuildingandnothingwasbrokeninthe

housewhichcanmeanthattheydruggedherorshe

letwiththem

Nqubekho

IwalkedtothehousetogocheckonImoand

stoppedasIsawherandherbrothersplaying

socceratthebackyardwithherlaughingand



enjoyingtimewiththem.

Nkosazana:hey

Shehadatrayoficetea

Me:hi

Nkosazana:comejoinus

Me:itsokay,iwasjustcheckingin

Nkosazana:shehasbeenrestlesswaitingforyou

Me:nahitsokay.Illcomelater

Iwasabouttoturnwhenshelightlytouchedmy

shoulder.

Nkosazana:Iknowshewilllovetoseeyou.Come.I

noddedandwalkedtowardsherandwhenshesaw

meshewasscreamingandjumpedonmelaughing

andkissingmeallover,shereallywasexcitedto

seeme.

Me:Iseeyoumissedme

Shegigglednuzzlingmyneckmakingmelaugh.

ThisisexactlywhatIneededafterthelongmorning

thativhad.



Nkosi

Isawtherewasacommotionsinthestation

commanderofficesoIwalkedtowhereheisand

stoodtherewaitingforthecommotiontobedone

thanwalkedin.

Commander:goodyouhere,Thegeneralhascalled

specialcrimesunit.

Me:why?

Commander:Nospecificsyetbuthiswifehasbeen

kidnappedandtheygavehimdropofftime.

Me:Hollyshit

Commander:Itrustyouwilldoyourbest.

Me:Yougivingmethecase?

Commander:Yepamgivingyouthecase

Me:okay

IgotoutoftheofficeandIcouldn’thelpbutthink

thatthishassomethingtodowithNqubekhoand

Philagirl.SoItookoutmyphoneandcalledhim.



Phila:sure

Me:igotacaseherebafoaboutthecommander

wifebeingkidnapped

Phila:Aha

Me:Anditgotmethinking...

Phila:don’ttakethecase

Me:Why?

Phila:Justdon’ttakethecase.

HehungupbeforeicouldsayanythingandIstood

thereforsometimethanwalkedbacktothe

commander.

Stationcommander:Whatup?

Me:Ithinkyouhavebeengivingmetomanyhigh

profilecases,illliketositthisoneoutsirandletthe

otherkidsshine.

Commander:yousure?

Me:Yeahplusihaveacase

Commander:okayifyousaysoletmecallin



detectiveSithole

InoddedandIwalkedawaycallingPhilaagain

Me:Wanttotellmewhathappening?

Phila:Gotomywifeandkidsandguardthemokay.

Ifanythinghappenstothemillkillyou.

Hehangup...whattheheckisgoingon??...

Ambackforrealnow...Nomorevisitors

[10/05,07:35]Mukoko:Zola

IwasinthehighpositionasIwatchedeveryone

positionthemselves.Ihadthetranquillisingguns

andwhentheytooktheypositionsIsatthere

waitingforittobetwoo’clocksotheycanclockin

andwhentheyweresettledonebyoneItookthem

out.Thanscannedtheparkformorepeople.

Mlu

Iwasinthebuildingandhadthetrapsinthe

elevatorsothatbackupcouldbestucktherewhen



doneIgaveNtokozothesignal.

Ntokozo

Ihadtheshootingdroneupandwasscanningthe

buildingtoseeiftherewereanyhiddensnipersor

teams

KillerT

Iwasoneofthefewpeoplethatwerewiththe

generalashisrighthandteamfromspecialunits.

Thegeneralneverknewofmyfriendshipwith

Nqubekhoanditwasbetterthatway.

Xola

Iwasinchargeoftheexplosivejustincasethings

don’tgoasplanned.

Phila



IwasstandingwithNqubekhoafewfeetawayas

mybackup.Everyonewasontheintercoms.

Ntokozo:Theyhere

Me:Letthegamesbegin

Nqubekhoopenedthedoorandthegeneralwife

wassleepingthere.Theelevatordoorsopenedand

therehejumpedoffwalkingasifheownstheworld

asifhisuntouchable

“ihaveamarkeronhimboss”Zolawhisperedin

ourears.

Hesawhiswifeandstoppedlookingatus.

General:Whatyoudidtoher?

Me:Nothingshehavinganap.

General

Itappedmywatchlettingtheteamtobeonalert.

Ntokozo



Iblockedanysignalsthathemightwanttosendout

sohissignalwaspingingonmysystem.

DetectiveSithole

“hashesentasignalyet”

Policeman:No

Me:Why?Heshouldbeupnow....somethingnot

right.Checkinwiththesnipersandseeiftheyhear

anything

Ntokozo

“theycheckinginguys,amsendingtherecording

tothewalkies”

Xola:Damnwegood

Phila

“webroughtyouherecauseIneedafavourfrom

you”



General:Whatthatmaybe?

Nqubekho:Authorisationonsomepapers.

General:whichsaywhat?

Nqubekho:Thatasageneralofspecialcrimesand

unit47.YoutheonethatauthorisedformetoputMr

Mazibukoandhisfriendsundertheprotectionorder

andthatallmyhitswereoftheinformationthatwe

receivedfromthatandtheyfakedtheydeathsfor

buildingastrongcover.AndthatNkosazanawas

takenasshewastheonlyanalystthatcouldhelp

uscrackcasesthatwecouldn’tcrackbefore.He

lookedatmeasifamcrazy.

General:Idon’thavethepowertodothat

Me:Webothknowthatyoudo.Allweneedisyour

signatureonthesepapers.Yougetyourwife,we

getourlifeback.

General:andifIsayno?

Phila:Youdonotwanttoknowwhatwillhappenif

yousayno.

General:ButIcan’t...



Itookoutapenandpaperthanwalkedovertohim.

Me:Allyouhavetodoissignhere!!!

General:Youdoingallthisjustforalousyfuck?

IdontknowwhatgotyomebutIpunchedhimuntil

ifeltmyfatherinlawpickmeup.AndImovedto

calmmyself.Hegavethegeneralapenforhimto

signandhedidoneverysinglepaperandGaveitto

mescanningittoNtokozo.

Ntokozo

IgotthepapersandIdraftedtheemailthatwas

goingtothelivenewsset.

Newstation

MyemailwentthroughjustasIwasgoingtogoon

setforthe1pmnews.Ireadtheemailspeakingof

theCIAconspiracyandhowinnocentpeoplehadto

faketheydeathssotheynottargetedandhow

Nkosazanadaughterwaskidnappedatafew

monthsandonlybroughthomeafewdaysago



oncetheyhavecapturedtheperson.Allthe

supportingdocumentswerethere.Isatthere

verifyingeverythingandtheemailgavemeJudge

Celenumbertoconfirmsinceheisthejudgethat

setthiscourtmotion.Icalledhimandheanswered

allmyquestionsevenagreedtogoonairnow.SoI

tookthestorytothepeople.

Ntokozo

IsentthelivelinktoPhilasohecanseethatthelie

haspassedwiththeworldandthatwefree.

Phila

Igotthelinkandlookedathim.

“youknowwhatthebestpunishmentthatyoucan

aperson?”

General:What?

Me:givinghimtheguntoshoothimself.

General:Amlost!!!



Iturnedthephoneandshowedhimwhatonthe

newsnow.

Me:Youseeyoucameherelookingforafight.I

wasreadytogiveyouonebutthanmysoninlaw

remindedmethatkillingyouaintgoingtodome

anygoodbutkeepingyoualiveasthisnewsbreak

willkillyou.ItookyourwifebecauseIneedhereto

drawyouheresoyoucansignthosepapers.And

nowamgoingtogo.Ihavemylifebacknowherein

SAandinAmerica.Butyouontheother....youon

theotherhandhavetoexplaintoyoursuperiors

everything.

General

“didyoujustannouncedthatCIAisworkingon

SouthAfricansoil”

Nqubekho

IsawthepanicinhiseyesandIknewhehasto

answertothepresidentofthecountryandthe



securityofdefenceandthismightgethimstripped

ofallhismedals.

Me:illbesendingmyresignationsoon

Philawalkedclosertomeandwesneakedoutof

thebuildingleavinghimdefeated.

Me:youreallygoingtomakehimleavejustlikethat

withoutafight?

Phila:yep

Me:idontgetit,heknewaboutyourchildandmade

yousufferforalmost20years.

Phila:ifitwasuptomeiwouldhavekilledhim.We

wouldbegoingtowarrightnowandtheywouldbe

bulletsflyingeverywhere

Me:sowhyarewenotdoingthat?

Hestoppedlookedatme.

Phila:Ican’t

Me:amlost

Phila:itsbecauseofImolathile



Me:whatabouther?

Phila:oficamehereforwarthatwouldmeanthati

wouldhavekilledthegeneralandanyonewho

posedathreat.

Me:so?

Phila:Thanillhavetospendtherestofourlives

running.Mywifegaveupherworldandtrustedme.

Sheflewathousandmilesjusttobewithme,had

herparentsthinkingthatshewasdeadformonths,

putherworkonjeopardybecauseofmeandnot

oncehavesheevercomplainedorquestionedmy

judgement.Soamdoingthisforherandmy

daughter.IknowthatImightnothavelikedyouin

thebeginningbutiknowyouareapartofherlike

sheisapartofmeandillliketobehereforevery

milestonetilldeathdousapart.

Me:Youkeptyourcoolbecauseofher?

Phila:NoIkeptmycoolbecauseofmyfamily.Am

givingthemtheylifebackandthiswastheonlyway

Icould.

IlookedatPhilaandIfoundnewrespectforhim,



alwaysthinkingforherfamily.

Me:IpromiseIwontletherdown

Phila:Iknowthat

Ilookedathimshocked

Phila:amadrivingdistanceaway,illwhoopyour

assifyoudo...

Webothlaughedaswewalkedtothecarthat

Ntokozowasin.

Phila:Wegoinghomeguys

KilleT

AftersometimeSitholegaveuponwaitingandwe

walkedinthebuildingandfoundthegeneral

holdinghiswifecrying.Iwalkedclosertoherand

sawthatshewasalifelessandIwasconfused.I

sentatexttoNqubekho

Nqubekho



IreaditandlookedatPhilaandhesmiled.

Phila:IsaidtheywouldbenowarbutIdidn’tsay

thathewontfeelthesamepainIfeltwhenthey

tookawaymylovedone.

ThankGodamnotonhisbadside

Theend....yeboIsaidtheend!!!!


