
*ALLINTHENAMEOFLOVE*

"I'msorrynana"hesaysholdingme.Ifeel

hopeless,lostanddrained.Thisisnotthefirsttime

ofhimapologizinginfactit'snoteventhesecond

northirdtime.

Haveinotbeentheperfectgirlfriendtohimforthe

past3year's?Haveinotgivenhimreasontobe

faithful?Diditrytoomuch?Lovetoomuch?

"I'mgoingtoaskyouagain,whydidyoudoit?why

didyoudisrespectmelikethis?again?Ithoughtwe

werehappy"isayasifeelmytearsflowing

continuouslydownmyface.

Silencefilledtheroom."I'msorryireallyam"he

says,tryingtowipemyuncontrolledtears

"iwasjustinaverybadspaceandIinvitedher

over,thesepastfewweeks,thefightswehadwas

thelaststrawandItledtomeBeingunfaithfulto



you,imsorrymamaspleaseforgiveme"Ilistento

himalmostblamingmebecausehecouldn'tkeep

hispantszippedhowpathetic"idon'tknowifican

forgiveyouthistimearound,youleftthecondom

wrappersandusedcondomsformetopickup,do

youknowhowdisgustedifelt?thebetrayal?Ican't

dothisanymore"isayasitrytostandup.

"Pleaseletmego,ifyouhaveanylastrespectfor

meyou'dletmego"helet'sgohesitantly.Iwalkto

thebedroomandstartpackingmyremaining

clothes"pleasenanadon'tdothis"hewhispers.I

passhim,headingtothedoor"goodbyeSiya"Isay

lookingathimwithtearsinbothoureyes.Ihear

himpleadingbeforeIshutthedoor.

2yearslater

"Ajaygetdownfromtherewegoingtomissour

flight"Itellmyson,yesmyson.Thedayibrokeup

withhisdadIdidn'tevenknowiwas2weeks

pregnant,Iwantedtoabortitstraightawaybecause

Iwouldn'twantanythinglinkingmetothattoxic

excuseofaman,butIkeptondelayinguntilIcaught

feelingsanddecidedtokeepthebaby.Thefather



doesn'tknowbuthismomdoes,eventhoughmy

babydon'tunderstandmostthingsyet,Ikept

picturesofthefatherandshowedmysononadialy

whohisdadis.

Ourflightnumbergotcalledandwestarted

boarding."PretoriahereIcome"Iwhispertomyself

asilookoutthewindow.Igotlostinmythoughtsas

ilookedatmyson.Hisdadwillsurelyflipwhenhe

meetshim,butI'mpreparedforanythingthatcomes

myway,ifhewantstodenyhissonthenhecango

tohellforallIcare.

Assoonaswegotoff,ipickupmylilchampcause

hemightjustdisappearbetweenthecrowd"You

gettingheavyyoungman,Ithinkit'sbecauseyou

inheritedyourfather'sbighead"Isaytomyson,he

endsuplaughingalldramaticwhileholdinghis

mouth,ichuckle,IneedtostopdoingthingsInfront

ofthisboybecausehe'sarealcopycat.



"Minentlekhoza"ireadononeoftheboardsawhat

lookslikeadriverisholding,atleastmyPAdidone

thingright.Weexchangegreetingsashestarts

uploadingourluggage."Whereareweheadingto

mam?"Heasks,Ilaugh"Please...justentle,you

makingmefeelold,Ineedtomakeastopatsome

housefirst"Isaysmilingathim.Hejustendsup

noddingandcontinueddriving.Ilooktomyrightand

Iseemybabyfastasleep,Ikisshimonhisforehead

asithinkofthedramathat'sabouttobeunfold.

WearriveatAjaysgrandmashouse.Itellthedriver

towaitbecausewewon'tbelong.Beforeentering

thepremisesidobreathingexcerises"Heregoes

nothing"Isaytomyselfwhileclingingontomysons

hand.Theirhouseisbiggernow,lookslikeherson

didgoodforhimself,that'ssomethinggood.

IbattlewithmyselfwhetherIshouldknockornot.

"Whatthehell"Isayandendupknocking,thedoor

opensandit'shisaunt,thiscouldonlymeanone



thing...Thewholefamilyishere.Theain'tlooksat

meforawhilebeforesaying"ahhhentle

entle,Wherehaveyoubeenhidingyourself?lookat

you,comeinside"shepullsme"maisgoingtobeso

happywhensheseesyou"shekeepson

rambling.ShefurtherpullsmetowhatIassumeis

thefamilyroombecausewepassedalookalike

lounge.

Idoashortprayer.

Assoonasweentertheroomeveryonegoesquiet.

Myeyesquicklyscantheroomandwithouta

doubt,thereheislookingjustasshockedastherest

ofthefamily.Thefirstpersontosaysomethingis

hismom"ohhhmybabyyoureallyhereandyou

broughtmygrandson"shesaysasshepickshim

upandstartkissinghimalloverhisfacemaking

himgiggle

"Yourwhat?!!"IfreezecauseIknowthatvoice."Oh

calmdowncheatist,meetyourson-"shecouldn't



finishhersentencebecauseasomewomanstarts

laughing,butdramaticifyouaskme."Shehasyou

fooledma,thisisnotsiya'sson,Siyaisinfertile,the

wholefamilyknowsthat"shekeptgoing.Isee

someofthefamilymembernoddingtheirheadsin

agreement

ThisentiretimemeandSiyawerehavingastaring

contest.Hishazelnutbrowneyesglisteningfrom

tearstryingtofall,Iwaspreparedfortheinsults

comingfromhim.Insteadhecameforwardand

gavemeabonecrushinghug,"thiswasnotwhatI

wasexpecting"Ithinktomyself,Iwasaboutto

pushhimoffmegently,beforeIcouldtouchhimhe

wasroughlypulledfrommebythatirritatingskinny

woman.

"Siyawhat'sgoingon?!whoisshe?!andwhyisshe

claimingthatthisthingisyourso-","Idareyouto

callmysonathing,Idareyou,I'llbreakyoulikethe

toothpickyouare..I'msureallthatmakeupand



jelweryyouwearingmustbetiringyourbody,don't

getfamiliarwithme"Isternlysaytoher."Maijust

camebytoletyoufinallymeetyourgrandsonthen

I'llbeonmywayagain"Itellma,thisisalready

drainingme.

"YougoingtolethertalktomelikethatSiya?I'm

yourfianceandyoucan'tevenstandupformeand

neithecanyourfamily,youarereallyacowardnxn"

thetoothpicksays.I'mshockedcausethe

disrespectshe'sshowingtowardsherfuture

husbandisshocking.

"PleaseAyandanotnow"Siyasaystothecolored

toothpick,hecomesforwardandkneeldowntopick

upAjay,thesmileonhisfacecan'tbemissed."I

don'tappreciateyoukeepingmysonawayfromme

Entle"(sigh)"butIfeellikeyouhadyourown

reasons,ImeanwhatIdidtoyou2yearsagoand

theyearsbefore-"hegotcutoffbyma"aowastop

stop,EntlepleasegiveyourbagstoAshleysothat



hecanputitinasparebedroomforyou,Idon'twant

tohearnothingbecauseyousleepinghere.

Arguingwithherisuselessifaintlysmileather"ok

maletmejuscomfirmwithmydriver,he'swaiting

formeoutside"."CanIcomewithYou?"AskSiya

frombehindwithaverytiredPassedoutAjay,"yea

it'sok,youcanhelpmewithmybagstoo,"okletme

golayhimdownfirst",Inodwhileheadingtothe

door.

Onourwaytothecarnoonesaysaword,whenwe

reachthecarthedriverquicklycomesouttoopen

thebackseat."Thatwon'tbenecessarydriver"says

Siyarudely,Ijusshookmyhead,imreallynotinthe

moodforhim"Thankyou?"(Irealiseidon'tknowhis

name)"Jasonma-imeanEntle","ThankyouJason

butI'llbestayingover,Ijuscametofetchmybags,if

it'sworthitIcanletyoustayinahotelforthenight

orIcanpayyouextra"



"MamIwasassignedtobeyourdriver,toenable

thatyougettoyourdestinationSAFELY"hesays

whilelookingatSiya(awkward)"soI'llsleepinthe

carforthenight"hesayswhileunloadingthelast

bag."Don'tberidiculousJasonI'llbookyouintoa

hotel,that'snotupfordiscussion"Isayasibegan

typingonmyphone.

ThiswholetimeSiyawaslookingatusinsteadof

takingthebagsintothehouseuntilJasontookthe

leadandstartedtakingmybagsinthehouse."I

don'tlikehim,he'stoocockyforhislineofwork"

Siyasaysbehindme"nowyoujusbeingbitter

Siya,takemybagsandhelpyourbrotherputthemin

myroom,NEATLYplease"heendsuplaughing"still

aneatfreakisee"Ijusrolledmyeyeswhilepassing

him(sigh)thisisgoingtobealongnight
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Ayanda

Thatwomanisgoingtoruinmyrelationshipwith



Siya.Itriedmakinghimmineevenwhenhewasstill

datingher,Imanagetomakehimcheatandeven

fallinlovewithme,lookslikeshereallywasaGod

fearingwomanlikemymomwarnedme.

Shelooksdifferentfromthelasttimeisawher,she

alwayshadathickbodybutshe'smorecurvier

now,herskinisflawless..Sheevengotalittlelighte.

I'mjealousyesbecauseIknowSiyawillalwayslove

hernomatterwhat,herupgradingtohisbabymama

isthecherryonthecake.

I'llhavetodowhateverittakestobecomeMrs

Jama.Siyaisawellknownbusinessmanandhe's

arapper,womenthrowthemselvesathimaround

everycorner.AndoutofallthosegirlsHechoseme

forareasonright?

MaybeifibecomeindependentlikeEntlethenhe'll

lookatmelikehelooksather,becomingpregnantis

outofthequestionbecausewe'vebeenhavingraw



sexformorethanayearbutnosignof

pregnancy,we'rebothfinethough

Jason

MaJamaisagoodwomanIsaytomyselfasilayin

bed,Ican'thelpbuttofeelsomewhatguilty.I'm

sleepinginthisbighouseonacomfortably

bed,eatingfoodmeandmyfamilyonlyeatwheni

getpaidgood*sigh*.ThemoneyMsKhozagave

mewillsurelyhelpusbigtime,Icanbuyfoodinbulk

thatwilllastusformonths,Icantakemysiblings

out,Icanbuymymomacheapphonejustforcalls

SchoolsareopeningsoIhavetosparkandbuy

schoolshoesformy2siblingswhoaredoinggrade

7and8,atleasttheyoungestoneisstilldoing

creche,I'mtooyoungforthiskindofresponsibilities

*sigh*butI'mtheoldestandtheonlymaleinthe

house.Ithoughtafterobtainingmydegreein

businessicanliftthefinancialstrainonmymother

bygettingajobbutitwasastrugglefindingajob



causeoneneedsconnections.

"GodIcometoyoutoday,thankingyouforthe

blessedandfulfilleddayyouhaveblessedusall

with,Ipraythatyoubewithmethroughoutthe

night,thankyouforblessingmewiththisjob

becausethroughthisjobYougavemeanamazing

boss,onewithapureheart,Iaskthatyoufinditin

yourhearttoletthisjoblastsothatIcanfeedmy

family,you'veneverletusgotobedhungrynorwill

youletusstartnow,pleasekeepmyfamilysafeand

healthydearlord,keepwhateverevilthatisformed

againstmybossawayandsenditbacktoit's

sender,asweaskinyousoitwillbe...Amen"Ifinally

sayandsurprisinglyifeelgood,light...thismeansI'll

sleeppeacefully

BeforeIsleepIthinkaboutmyboss*chuckles*

"beautifulwoman"Isaybeforesleepovertakesmy

body.



Minentle

Ikepttossingandturning,Ican'tsleep(rubbingmy

faceinfrustration)Ilooktomyrightandmysonis

sleepinglikeJesusonacross*chuckle*,Iseehis

onemilkbottleisemptywhiletheotheroneishalf.

Mightaswellgomakehisbottlebeforehewakesup

cranky.

Iwearmysilknightrobesinceit'sprettyhot,fingers

crossedidon'tbumpintoafamilymemberand

gettinglabeledasdisrespect.

AsIwalkdownstairsihearthetvisstillon,Iwonder

who'sawake.Imindmybusinessandcontinue

headingtothekitchen,asIwaitforthewatertoboili

heatupsomeleftoverfoodformebecauseI'm

suddenlyhungry.I'mbusylookingforsomething

coldtodrinkinthefridgewhenihearsomeone

behindme"whatareyoulookingfor?"Theperson

asksmeinasleepyvoice.Iturntoseewhoitis.
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Minentle

WhenIturntolookwho'sbehindmeandiseeit's

Siya(GodhelpMe,Idonothaveeyebrowsforthis

forthisman)Isaytomyself.

"Icouldn'tsleepsoithoughtimightaswelljust

makeabottleforAjaybeforehewakesupcranky,I

waslookingforsomethingcoldtodrinkbutIonly

seewater"Itellhim.

"Ofcauseyou'llonlyseewater,abslikeminedon't

comewhendrinkingthosecoloredwaterwithgas

in"hesaysstretchinghimselfoutrevealinghis

abs(eww)idontdomenwhoeatsrabbitfood.

"CanIatleasthavesomewine?"Iaskclearly

irritated.

"NobutyouknowwhatIwant?Iwantustotalk,I

meanwhydidyouleave?whatdoyoudo

nowadays?whydidn'tyoucontactmewhenyou

foundoutyouwerepregnant?"Icanhearthepainin

hisvoice,maybetalkingwouldn'thurt.



"Ileftbecausetherewasnothingleftformehere,I

wantedtellyouwhereimgoingbutIdidn'tseehow

thatwasgoingtohelpbecausenothingyouwere

goingsaywasgoingtomakemestaybehind.Why

didn'tItellyouIwaspregnant?becausethelast

timeiwaspregnantIlostthebabybecauseofyour

foolishness,Siyayousleptwithsomeoneinthebed

wemadeloveOn,myclotheswerethere,womenare

vileouthere,forallIknowthiswomanwasthe

reasonIlostthebaby,andyoutoowithallthe

stressyougaveme,youthinkIwasgoingtoletyou

robmeofbeingamotheragainbecauseyounot

manenough?"Tearswereflowingalreadyandit

mademerealisethatIhaven'thealedyet,I'mstill

broken.BynowSiyacouldn'tevenlookmeintomy

eyes,hewasfeelingguilty.

"SiyaIlovedyoualotandyouknowthatright?"Iask

himandhenoddeshishead

"IlovedyoubutbecauseIwasagoodlittlegirlfriend

backthenyoutookadvantageofmeeverychance

yougot,youknowwhatmakesallthisfucked



up?despiteallthethingsyoudidIwashopingthat

inmyabsenceyou'dchange,you'dwaitforme...but

Icomebackandyouareengaged"Iwhisperthelast

part.

"IknowthiswholetimeimadeitseemlikeIdon't

carebutIdo,becauseIwaited.Seemslikeyoudid

change,youjustneededtherightonetochangefor

andunfortunatelyIwasn'tthatperson.But

rememberwhatIalwayssaidtoyou?aboutmy

purposeinyourlife"Iaskhim,searchingforhis

eyes.

Henodded"yousaidyourpurposeinmylifewasto

makemehappy,toguideme,changeme,butifmy

happinesswaswithsomeoneelse...thensobeit

becausethatmeansyourpurposeinmylifehas

beenforfilled"hesayswithabreakingvoice.

Ichuckledthroughoutmytears"atleastyoulisten

tosomethingsIusedtotellyou"Isayfinishingmy

food.



"WhatcanIdoEntle?tomakeyouhappyagain?do

youwantmetocalloftheengagement?justsaythe

wordandI'lldoitplease,Ineedyou"hepleadswhile

comingcloser.Thisguymusthavelosthismarbles.

"Youwanttomakehappy?behappylikeyou'vebeen

forthepastyearwithyourfiance,theonlyperson

thatneedsyouismyson...now,mustImakeyoua

sandwich?HelooksatmelikeI'vegrown2heads

"yesplease,Ikindamissedyoursandwiches"he

sayssmiling

Istarttakingouttheingredientswhileshakingmy

headbecauseIcanfeelhiseyespiercingthrough

myskin."Haveitoldyouhowbeautifulandsexy

you'vebecome?Imeanyeayoubeautifulandsexy

naturallybutnow?lookslikeroyaltytreatedyou

good...yourskinlookswow...didmysondoallof

this?Heasksclearlyproudofhimself.

"Unfortunatelyno...duringmypregnancyihadalot

ofacneandmyeczemacameback,IlookedlikeI

wascarryingtwins,itwasjustanuglyfatbigmess"

IreplyasicutoffthecrustfromhisbreedlikeIdid



inthepast.

"IfindthathardtobelievemakaAjay...butI'dliketo

witnessthatagainthough"hesaysreachingforhis

breadandIgavehimthelook."OkokIwas

kidding...not"hewishpers"Ishakemyheadwhile

cleaningup,readytogotobed.Asicomeoutfrom

behindtheislandhefreezes"wo-wow"hesoftly

sayslookingatmybody"nanayou-haveyoubeen

workingout?"Hecontinueslookingatmybody.

"YesIhave,IneedtolookgoodwhenAjaygetsa

stepdaddy"Isaywhiletighteningmysilknightrobe.

Icanseehisfacialexpressionschanging"younot

goingtogetmysonadamnstepdadwhileimalive

Entle,andmarkmywords,youwillbemineagain"he

saysasheheadsupstairs.Thisguyismad,Ineed

toleavebeforeheforgetsthathe'sonalay-bye,

sooniminmyroomandbythegraceofGodthislil

guyisstillasleep.Iplacethebottleinhismouth

andhesucksonitlikehe'sbeenstarving.Ijus



chuckleandletsleepovertakemybody.

Thenextmorningiwakeuptofingerstouchingmy

noseandlips,itcanonlybethelittleguy.Iopenmy

eyesandthereheislookingatmewithhislong

lashesandhisfather'seyes.Ifullyopenmyeyes

andit'slikeijustbroughtoutmybreastforhim,and

hestartshisdaywithbeingboringbyclimbing

ontopofme."Mommyisstilltiredbaby"Isay,even

thohecan'tunderstandmeyet*sigh*

"Wantsomethingtoeat?"Iaskhimandhemakes

thatsoundwithhismouthwhensomeonetastes

food,whilehepointsatthedoor,Ilaugh"Oklet

mommyfreshenupfirst"beforeIgototheensuiti

lethimwatchcocoonmyphone.

Aftertakingashowerigotdressedinmybluefaded

jeansandmyblacklongsleevedtuckedintomy

jeans,Isearchthroughmyshoesandfindmyankle

blackvelvetboots..Iseemynudetrenchroat

"perfect"Isaytomyself,butnotyetasIfeelmy



emptyneckandears"jelwery"Isay,Ilovejelwery.I

whipoutmyonejelweryboxwithmyfavourite

jelweryandIseemysapphirecollectiononthefar

rightside,Icarefullypickupthenecklace,it'sroyal

blue.Istartputtingontheearingswhicharesmall

bluesapphirediamonds,withthenecklacemyoutfit

isnowcomplete.Ibrushedmyhairtothebackand

madealineinthemiddlewhilemakingaponytailat

theback.Mykidgavemehairduringpregnancy

thankGodforthat.

Istartdressingupmysonbeforehecries.Idress

himintohisblackpoloneckjerseyandblackchino

pants,Ifinishitoffwithhisbluetigershoesand

bluecoatandablackbeanie.

BeforeheadingoutIpuffsomecologneonme

whichmyauntgiftedmewith,Istillcan'tpronounce

thenameofthecolognebutitsmellslikeheaven.

AsIwalkdownstairsiseeeveryoneisalready

havingbreakfast.Theirattentionisonus,Igreet



themandtakemyseatatthetable.Iseethefiance

isheretooasshegivesmeatightsmileandIgive

heragenuineone.

"Owbabyyoulookbeautiful"saysMa,Ithankher

whiledishingoutsomebreakfastformyselfand

someporkstripsandbaconformyson."Youstill

haven'tansweredmyquestioniaskedyoulast

night"saystheaunt

"Morningtoyoutooaunt,ohisleptwonderfulhow

aboutyou?whyismyoccupationsoimportantto

you?Isay

Sheclickshertongue"sothatIcanseeifyou

actuallyhavemoneyorareyouheretoeatmy

sistersmoneywiththischildofyours"ilaugh

becauseshe'sindirectlyaskingifI'magolddigger

"wellauntimahighlyrecommended

psychologist,I'minpartnershipwithsomeoneina

dinerandIjustopenedmyownrestaurantafew

monthsagoofwhichistartedfromscratch,it's

doinggoodsincemanypeoplehavetastedmyfood

throughthediner,Ialsohavealittlejelwerystoreof

whichimakemyownjelwery,myaunthelpedme



withthatwhenIarrivedinBelgium.BeforeIleftI

finisedmydegreeinpsychologyilearnttheropes

aboutthebusinessindustrywhenIarrivedin

Belgium.Anythingelse?"IfinallysayandIseeSiya

shocked,thefianceangryaswellastheaunt.

Noonesaidanythingafterwardsaswealldigin.

Silencewasinterruptedbymyphoneringing,Ilook

atMaforconfirmation,shenoddesasianswermy

phone"MsKhozaspeakinghowmayIhelpyou?".

"Dr.Khozasorryforcallingsoearlybutthisis

urgent,yourpatientinBelgiumisgoingcrazy,she

sayssheonlywantstospeakwithyouandalso

someonerecommendyourfoodtoahighlytrained

chefhereinSA,Hewantsyoutoopenanother

branchtherebuthewantsinontherestaurant"by

nowimalreadyrubbingmytemples"there'salso

thiscouplefromSAwho'sabouttogetmarried,they

wanttomeetwithyoubecuasethefiancewants

youtodesignherjelwery"myPAcontinues.



"OkoktellmypatienttobookaflightdowntoSA

becauseIalreadygottransferredyouknowit,tell

thatChefI'llgetbacktohimwhenmyscedualis

clearedandsendmethecouplescontactdetails"I

saybeforeendingthecall.

"Lookslikeyoualreadyupandrunning"saysSiya

"willyouleaveAjay?"

"No,I'mjustwaitingforJasontofinishupsoIcan

gohome"Iemphasisehisnamebecausehe'sbeen

lostinhisthoughtsthewholetime.

MawasnothappyaboutusleavingbutImadeher

understandthatIgotplentyofworktodo.Ayanda

ontheotherhandseemedhappy,sohappythatshe

evenhelpedusloadourluggageinthecar.While

gettingintothecaricallmyPAtoaskifeverything

onit'splaceatmyhouse,shecomfirmsthatitIs.

Jasonhasbeenlookingatmethroughouttheentire

ride,wonderwhat'swrong.



[Apologiesforthelateinsert ]
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Jason

OhGod,ican'tstoplookingatMsKhoza.Ididn't

knowshelooksthisradiant,Ihavetostoplookingat

herotherwiseImightcreateanaccident.But

knowingImightlosemyjobifimakeamoveonher

isaturndown,evenifidoshootmyshot,there's

competitionlikeMrJamaandtotopitoffhe'sher

babydaddy.

Butthenagainhe'sengagedtobemarried.(Stopit

Jason)Isaytomyself.Wearriveatthis

neighborhood,thehousesarebreathtaking,nottoo

bignottoosmallbutthere'snopeopleoutside.

Whereicomefromthere'speopleoutside24/7,

theyknowaboutyourlifemorethanyouyourselfdo.

Onedayiwantmyfamilytolivehere.Thatreminds

meihavetogototheshopstoday,IhopeMsKhoza

allowsmetousethecar.



WeenterthehousewhileimcarryinglittleAjay.

Thishouse...wow,wedoatouraroundthehouse

andluckilywestumbleuponAjaysroomandIwas

toldtolayhimdown.

"Jason"MsKhozacallsme.Iquicklyattendher,can

thiswomenbeanymorebeautiful."Weneedto

discusssomething"shesaysserious.Lordihope

shewon'tfireme"Iwashopingifyouwanttowork

formeonadialybasis,IlikebeingindependentbutI

feellikeyou'llbeagreatassettome,Icandouble

yourpayifthatokwithyou?"Shesays

Ilookatherwantingtocry,Lordyouareindeeda

miracleworker."ThatwouldbewonderfulMs

Khoza,it'llactuallybemyhonor"Ihopemeaskingto

lendthecarwon'tlooklikeI'mtakingadvantageof

thesituation.



"Awesome"shesays"I'lldrawupacontractsince

thiswillbeapermanentjob"Shecontinues."Ms

Khoza?"Ihesitantlycallout"Ihopethisisnotgoing

tolooklikeI'mtakingadvantageofthesituationbut

Iwantedtoaskyouthismorningificanlendthe

car,IpromiseIwon'tdamageit,It'sjustthemoney

yougavemelastnightkindasolvedmyproblemsat

homeandI'vebeenmeaningtobuystuffformy

family,Ijustneedtolendthecar"Iramblesh*t.

"Heyit'sokIunderstand,I'lldepositafewhundreds

forpetrolOk?It'sokyoucango,meandmysonare

savenow"shesays,Iwanttokisshersobadright

now.

"ThankyousomuchMsKhoza,goodbye"nowican

breath.

IstartoffatMrpricehome,Weneedalotofbedding

andwinterwillcomesoon.Ibuyallthebrewery

stuffwhenIseeapinkteddybear,Mylittlesister



willadorethissincesheonlygetstoplaywithdolls

atthecreche.

Notforgettingutensils,platesandextracups.

Itakethestufftothecar,assoonasIclosetheboot

ihearafamiliarvoicebehindme"JasonDe

Villiers?"Ifreeze"Iwonderwho'scaryoustole,jyis

lankalńskelm"(you'vebeenathiefforalongtime)

Iturnaround"hiJazlin,noit'sthecarIuseat

work,ekhetniksomvirjoutesênieasseblieflos

myuit"(Ihavenothingtosaytoyoupleaseleave

mealone)IsayheadingtoPnPayforthegroceries

"OhJason,youstillnotmanenoughisee,always

runningaway,youcan'tdefendyourselfstill,Ihope

youcankeepthissidehustleofyours,maybeIcan

evenconsidertakingyoubackasmyboyfriend,alis

jyńslapgat(eventhoughyou'readeadbeat)she

sayswhilelaughing.

"ReallyJazlin?aftereverythingyoudidtome?Iloved



you,caredforyou,whenyoudemandedmoneyeven

thoughIdidn'thaveany,I'dmakeaplanButyou-you

areevil,youbeatmeupbecauseIcan'tprovidefor

you,youkickedmeoutinthecold,yousetyourdog

onme,notforgettingyousparkedupyourcousins

tobeatmeupforwhateverreason,jyismalenek

soekjounie,asjymysalverskoon...ekmoet

inkoppiesdoenvirmyfamilie"(youarecraxyandI

don'twantYou,nowifyou'dexcuseme...Ineedto

dosomegroceryshoppingformyfamily)Itellher

beforeleavingherstrandedthere

Jazlinreallyhasaloosecrewinherhead.Iwanted

todobettersothatshecantakemebackbutnot

anymore,shethinksshe'sthenextbigthingafter

blowjob.Alltheguysinourneighbourhoodwants

herbutshedatedme,Iwasreallyhappybutshe

didn'thidethefactthatI'muselesseveryday,she

cangotohellforallIcare.

AfterIwasdonewithalltheshoppingiheadhome,



IdriveintomyneighbourhoodandGodIhopethe

gravelroaddoesn'tdamageMsKhoza'scar.

Everyoneislookingatthewhiterangerover,some

evencameoutoftheirhousesbecauseijust

stoppedinfrontofmyhouseandstartedtakingthe

groceriesintothehouse.

Mysiblingsrantowardsme,Icanseetheirgums

even,that'showhappytheywere.Itellthemtobring

therestofthestuff.Asienteriseemymom

drinkingtea(it'ssohottoday)"Mammie,ekhet

goeienuus"(Ihavegoodnews)Iexcitinglytellher,

shelooksatmewaitingforananswer"Ekhetń

permanenteposisiegekry,endiebetalingisgreat"(I

securedapermanentposition,andthepaymentis

great)Itellher.

Icanseeshewantstocry,shejumpedfromher

seatandgavemeahug"Ekhetjougesê,dieHere

voorsienaltyd,jymoetnetgeduldigweesmyseun"(i

toldYou,Godwillprovide,Youjustneedtobepatient



myson)shesayssmiling."Wieookaljoubaasis,is

regtigńGodgestuur"(Whoeverisyouboss,reallyis

Godsent).

Allofasuddengunshotswentoff,Mymotherstated

screamingbecausetheshotsweredirectedtoour

house,shewentunderthetableasiquicklyran

outsidetocheckonmysiblings.Myheartis

pumpingoutofmychest,astomyarrivaloutsidei

seethecitigolfdrivingoffAndiseeJazlinleaning

outofthewindow.IlookaroundandIseemy2

oldersiblingsholdingmyyoungersibling,Ifreeze

whenIseebloodeverywhere.

Thisisnothappening,"BOETA!!"(BROTHER)my

siblingsshoutatme,Irantothemasiquicklytake

mysistertothecar.Mymomcomesoutcrying

hysterically"MykindJasonmaakvinnig

asseblief,MYKIND!Ekkomsaam"(MychildJason

hurryupplease,MYCHILD,I'mcomingwithyou)

she'salreadyopeningthebackdoorwheremy



sisteris."Blybytanniemavistotonsterug

kom"(staywithauntmavisuntilwecomeback)Itell

myothersisters.Theynodwhilecrying.

Asweenterthepublichospitalthesecurityguard

stopup"Siryouhavetofilloutaformfirst"

"Don'ttellmebullsh*tcan'tyouseemysisteris

dying?callthedocto-"Icouldn'tfinishbecauseI

sawdoctorsrunningtowardsus"weneedtotake

herinrightnow"saysthemaledoctor.

Thefemaledoctorstaysbehindandhelpuswith

thepaperwork.

Idecidedtogetmeandmymothersomethingto

drinkfromthevendingmachines.Idecidedtocall

myboss,Ihopeshe'snotbusy.

>Continuation<

Minentle



I'mbusymakingdinnerwhileAjayisinfrontofthe

tv,sincethekitchenisanopenplanicanseehim

whileimbusy.Asitakeasipfrommyredwinea

callcomesthrough,Iseeit'sJasonasianswer.

"JasonH-"Icouldn'tfinishgreetingbecauseallofa

suddenhestartsrambling"MskhozahiIdidn't

knowwhotocall,I'msorryifI'mdisturbingyoubutI

reallyneedtoinformyouthatmy-"icuthimoff

"woahslowdownJason,justcalmdownandtellme

whatswrong,breathefirst"

Ihearhimbreatheinandout"myapologiesMs

Khoza,I...my..mysisterwasshotandwerecurrently

at*******Hospital,itlooksreallybadMs".Igasped

asiholdmymouth.

"OhmygoodnessJasonImsosorry,youknow

what,I'llbethereinafew...jusholdonok?"BynowI

almostfeellikecryingcausehetooiscryingnow,I

leaveeverythingjustlikeitwas,IpickupAjayand



rushtothegarage.

Onmywaytothehospitalisayashortprayer.

AsAjayandmeenterthehospitalispotJasonand

anelderlywomansittingonthesteelbenches.

Jesusdoesn'tthishospitalgivepeopleamore

uncomfortableplacetositon?

Jasonseesmeandquicklystandupwhippinghis

palmsbeforewantingtogreetme."Don'tbesilly

Jason,comehere"Isayasigrabhimbefore

hugginghim.

"Ican'timaginewhatyougoingthrough"isay

beforebreakingthehugandshiftmyfocustothe

womanwho'slookingatus."I'msorryMa,where's

mymanners,I'mMinentleKhoza...Jason'sboss"I

sayasiextendmyhandtoher.

Insteadofgivingmeahandshakeshepullsmein



forahug."Thelordwillblessyouabundantlymy

child,notmostbossesdowhatyoudo...andwhat

youdidforJason,thankyousomuchitmeansal-"

shecouldn'tfinishbecausethedoctorarrived,"de

villiersfamily?"HecalledoutandJasonshouted

yes.

"ItdoesnotlookgoodMrandMrsdeVillierswe-"

Mrsdevilliersbrokedowncrying"Neenee,niemy

babanieHereasseblief"(Nono,notmybabyGod

please).IseeJasontryingtobestrongforhis

motherbuthe'sfailingtodoso.

"Dr,isthereanythingelsethatyoucandoforher?"I

ask

"Onthecontrarythereis,butwedon'thavetheright

doctorstodoso,asyoucanseeMs,thisisapublic

hospital,andthedevilliersfamilycan'taffordthe

surgerytheirlittlegirlneeds,youseewemanagedto

extractthebulletsfromherbody,butonehither

behindherneck,wherehermedullaoblungatais



locatedwhichconnectsherheadtoherbody,andif

wegoforwardwiththissurgeryshemightdie"the

doctorexplains.

"Wecankeepherovernight,butifbytomorrowthe

familyhasnosolutionthenthewe'llhavetoswitch

offthemachinesbecauseshe'sjustavegetableat

themoment"thedoctorfurthersaysbeforehegets

buzzedagain.

[6]

Whenthedoctorlefteveryonewaslostitheirown

thoughts,untilireceivedacallfrommymom,oh

Godshe'sgoingtokillmestraight,Ihesitatebefore

answering.

"Birthgiver,loveofmylife,myperson,howare

You,youknowiwasjustabouttocallyou"isoft

soapher.

"Youngladydon'tyoudare,I'vebeenworriedsick



aboutyou.Ihadtohearfromyourauntthatyou're

backinSAandalsoyourexmotherinlaw...notto

forgetthatyouhaveason?AwholesonMinentle

andI?me?Beverly?knownothingabout

anything?!...Doyouknowhowthatmakesme

look?likeIdon'tcareaboutmychild,somuchthat

mychilddidn'tevenbothertellingmestuff"she

startssniffing

Nowifeelbad,thisiswhyIdon'ttellmymother

anythingpersonal,she'salwaysworriedaboutwhat

peoplewillthinkofherlikethisain'tevenabouther.

Mymomisnotabadmom,shedideverythingtoget

methroughschool,shedidn'thaveany

qualificationsbutassoonasIstartedhighschool

shegotajobasacleanerwhilestudyingto

completehergrade8-12,justsoshecangetareal

job.Butwhenitcomestopersonalstuff,Icould

nevercommunicatewithher.

Shewasn'tthetypethatwouldsitdownandtalkto



meaboutperiods/sex/boysbecauseaccordingto

herIshouldlearneverythingatschool.Shewas

reallystrictwhenitcametomysociallife,hencei

toldherwhatneededtobetold.

"Imsorrymom,Iwasgoingtocomedownto

knysnaandtellyoueverything,Ipromise,it'sjust

everythingisstillhectichere...canIcallyouback

tomorrow?I'mabitoccupiedatthemoment"Isay

whilerubbingmytemples.

"MmhhokYoubettercallme,byeiloveyou"she

saysbeforeendingthecall.Ilookatmyphone,"did

mymomjussayshelovesme?"Iasktomyself.

That'sanotherthing,inourhouseholdnoonesays

theLword,noonegreets,noonegivesnoone

hugs,orasimple*I'mproudofyou*whenIobtained

allthosecertificates,whenIpassedmymatricmy

momliterallycongratulatedmeoveratext,adamn



text...soshetellingmeshelovesmevirbalyisweird.

Nowbacktotheissueathand,Jasonhasclimbed

intomyheartinashortperiodoftimeandhelooks

likehereallycaresabouthisfamilyandI'mgoingto

helpthem.Evenifitmeanssigningmysouloverto

thedevil.

Imakeaquickcall,itringsafewtimes"En...Entle

*yawn*youcan'tcallthislate,thisisnotSA,whatdo

youwant".Mikeisforeverrude.

"Ineedafavourfromyou,Ineedtotransferalittle

girltothebestdoctorsthereis,shegotshotandone

bulletpiercedthroughherneckhittinghermedulla

oblungata,I'dtransferhertoaprivatehospitalhere

inSA,onethatcanhelpher...butIwanthertofully

heal,nocomplicationsorsurgeriesafter

surgeries...nothingparalyzedorbraindamage,I

wouldn'taskifitwasreallynecessary"Itellhim



Ihearshuffleinthebackgroundashegroans

frustratingly"whydon'tyoudoit?Youwerealways

withusduringsuchoperations,plusyouplayedon

thestimulator"Mikesaystired.

"Exactly*playedon*Idon'tdoit,pleaseMike"Ibeg

"Fine"hesaysafter30seconds,Ibreatheoutof

relieve.

"GivemeherdetailsI'llgetthetransportand

everythingelseready"hesays

"Thankyou,asIheardhernameisLillyde

Villiers,she's4yearsoldat*******Hospitaland

underanesthesia,shehas24hoursuntiltheyswitch

offthemachines"Itellhimwhilelookingatjason

andhismother.

"OksinceItsclearlydaytimethereshouldsheget

transportedlatertonightortomorrow?"Heask.

"I'llcallyoubackinafewhours,Ineedtoconfirmit

first"isayandcutthecall.

Ihopetheywon'tbemadatme,I'monlytryingto



helpthem.

IturnandIseeJasonisalonewithAjaysleepingon

hislap,I'mguessinghismomwenttoseeLilly.Isit

nexttohim,noonesaysaword"Iwannahelp"i

finallysay.Helooksatme"Ican'tacceptthatMs

Khoza,you'vealreadydonesomuchformein2

days,I'llfindawaytogetthemoney"hesayswith

paininhisvoice.

"PleaseJason,Ialreadycalledafamilyfriendin

Belgiumtogeteverythingreadyforher,Iwantedto

takehertoahospitalhereinSAthatwasgoingto

helpher..butIdecidedagainstitbecauseIwant

yoursistertofullyrecover...nobraindamagenor

herbeingparalyzedandthepeopleIknowoncedid

thissurgeryanditwasasuccess,Iwitnessedit

myself"

Afterafewminuteshefinallyagrees."Doyouwant

hertobetransportedlatertonightortomorrow?"I



ask

"Assoonaspossible"saysMrsdevilliersbehind

us,lookslikeIwon'tbeneedingtoconvinceher.

"IwantmybabytorecoverandIwantjusticeforher

too"shesaysgettingangry.

"Justice?"Iask?Ithoughtitwasashootoutandshe

wascaughtinthecrossfire

"Momplease,I'lldealwithJaz-","youwillnotdeal

withher,shemustgobehindbars,withhercousins

aswell..they'vegontoofarthistime"hismother

cutshimoff

"MrsKhoza,itseemsasifJasondidn'tinformyou

butIwill,thereasonwhyhislittlesisterislyingthere

lifelessisbecauseofhisexgirlfriend,shecouldn't

stomachthefactthathemovedonandhe'snow

doingbetterwithouther,thestuntshepulledin

townfeltlikeanembarrassmenttohersoshe

gatheredhergangstercousinstohurt

him,unfortunatelytheyhithislittlesister

instead,henceiwantjustice"shefinallysays



ThiswholetimeJasonwasn'tevenlookingup,he

wasplayingwithAjayshair.Theguiltinhisface

can'tbemissed."Thankyouforclearingthingsout

Mrsdevilliers,howboutweallsleepatmyhouse

forthenightthentomorroweveryonecansaybye

tolilly?"Isaytakingmybaby.

"ThatwouldbewonderfulMsKhozabutIhave2

moredaughterswho'swaitingforusatmy

neighborshouse"Mrsdevillierssays.

"That'sok,wecangofetchthem,Jasonyoucame

withthecarneh?"Henoddes"That'ssorted,meand

Ajaywilldrivebehindyouguys"Isayasistandup

readytoleave.

IstrapAjayintohischairbeforegoing,sincewejust

cameoutofahospitalitakeouthishaarlemensis

andmakeacrossonhisforehead.Sincemysister

gotababybeforememymomtaughtmeallthe

babythingsIknowtoday.



OntheroadAjaywakesupcrying,Ididn'tbringhim

somethingtoeat,howstupid,hedoesn'twanthis

bottle.ImakeacalltoJasonandaskhimifwecan

makeastopatagaragesoIcanbuyAjay

somethingtoeat,heagrees.Westopatshellgarage

andbynowimalsocryingwithmybaby.

Itakehimassoonasigetout...andsprintwithhim

insidethestore.

IgotowhatlookslikeaminideliandIbuyhim

somefriesandalsosomepies,drinksandcoffeeto

gotoo.

AsI'mwaitingforsomebiltongilethimeathisfries

solong.

Ipayandgoout,IwalkuptoJason'scarandhelets

thewindowgodown.

"Iboughtyouguyssomethingtoeatanddrinktoo,I

didn'tknowifyouwantedhotorcoldsoIbought

both,Iboughtextraforthegirlsathometoo"Isay



asihandittohim.

"EksoekńsulkeskoondogterJason"(iwanta

daughterinlawlikeherJason)hismomsayswhile

takingthefood.

Iheadbackasihearthemarguingintheir

language,Iwonderwhatdidshesaytomakehim

upsetlikethat.

Iseemybabyateallhisfries,hemust'vebeenreally

hungry.ThankGodhe'snowquiet.

ItisquitarideItellmyself.Wesoonenteragravel

roadandstopinfrontofacosylittlehome.This

remindsmeofmyhouseback

home,neighbourhoodincluded.

Jasonandhismotherexitthecarandlatercomes

backwith2littlegirls.



Idecidedtogooutaswellforsomeair.

IseeJason,hismomandthe2girlsgoingintothe

housenextdoor,Ithinkit'stheirs.Soontheycome

outwithplasticbags.Jasonwasstillclosingthe

gatewhenthisbeautifulgirlapproachedhim.

[Jason]

Thishasbeenalongandheartbreakingdayisayto

myselfasiclosethegate.IturnandJazlinis

infrontofme,Itrygoingaroundherbutshebooks

me.

"WhatdoyouwantJazlin?haven'tyoudoneenough

damage?Ihopeyou'rehappynow,staythehellaway

frommeorI'llcallthecopsforyou"Isternlytellher

"KomaanJason(ComeonJason)Ididn'tmeanto

hurtyoursister,Iwasjustmadthatyouoverme,you

drivingfancycarsand-"shedidn'tfinishher

sentencebecauseshesawMsKhozastandingwith

mymom,helpingheruploadthebags.



"OhhIsee,jyhetńnuweteef(Youhaveanewb*tch),

I'llbreakyouevenmore,watchme"shesays

headingtothecars,straighttoMsKhoza.Irunafter

hercauseshemightgetmefired.

MsKhozaturnsaroundMakingJazlinstop,"Jason

areyoudone?it'sgettinglateandAjayneedstoget

tobed"shesayswhilelookingatJazlin"Youmust

beJazlin"MsKhozasays,withafaceIcan'tread.

"Andyoumustbethenewbi-imeangirlfriend,I'ma

littledisappointed,Ididn'tknowJasonwasintofat

peoplenorblackpeopleletalonepeoplewithfake

hair...butImustsayyouarepretty...wayoutofhis

league.Doyouknowhedoesn'thaveunderwear?He

hasonewhichneedstobewashedonadaily..he

doesn'tevenhavedeodoranttocleanhimself...he

couldn'tevenlookafteraftermewhenwedated..he-

"bynowI'membarrassedtothecore,Ican'teven

lookatMskhoza.



"Okthat'senough,firstofoilbabygirl,I'mthicknot

fat,it'sasignthatIeatandIeatgood,secondofall

allathisisnatutal...sowhatifI'moutofhis

league?Heain'toutofmine,whoneedsunderwear

ifyoucanwalkaroundnakedalldayathome?the

onlydeodorantsheneedsisthiscoochieandhoney

youjustweren'tforhim..Nowgohomeandstop

botheringotherpeoplesmen"bynowI'm

shocked,mymouthisevendry...beforeIcouldblink

ifeelMsKhoza'slipsonmine.

"Jasonlet'sgoplease"shesaysassheheadstoher

car.

[7]

Minentle

"OhmyGod,whatdidIjustDo?"Iaskmyselfas

soonasIgetintothecar."Ohentleyou

stupid,stupid,stupid...yourhisbossforcryingout



loud".

IlooktomyleftandAjayislookingatmelikeim

crazybecausemyheadisonthesteeringwheel.

Istartmycaranddriveoutfirst.It'sgettingpretty

darkoutsidebutwe'renearlyhome.

We'refinallyhomeandmybabyisfastasleep.

ThankGod,Ithinktomyselfasigetoutofthecar

andunstrapmyboy.

Idon'twanttolookatJasonrightnowsoIunlock

andheadstraightin.Ihearlittlegaspsfromthe

sistersastheyenterthehouse.

"I'llberightback"ItellthemasigolayAjaydownin

hisroom.Icomebacktotheloungeandtheyare

stillstanding,thixowam."Whydidn'tyouguysmake



yourselvesathome?"IAskthem."MsKhozaitried

lettingthemsitbutthey...theyfeltthattheymight

stainyourcouches"Jasonslowlysays.

Ifeelmyheartbreaking."Okifitwillmakeyouguys

feelbetterHowboutiprepareyouguysabath,give

yousomeofmyclothestowear,wouldthatbe

better?"Iask.

Thetwosistersbothnoddes.

"Okgoodeveryonefollowme,Imightnothaveabig

housebutthere'sbedsforeveryone,I'mguessing

thesisterswillwanttosleepinoneroom,maand

Jasonwillgetseparaterooms...isthatok?"

"Sisters,Ineedtolearnyournames...Youguyscan

taketheroomnexttothebathroom"Isayasiopen

thebedroomdoorandcloseitagainwhileopening

thebathroomdoor"right..thebathtubisbigenough

forbothofyousoI'lljusrunthewaterwhileishow

maandJasontheirrooms,I'llplaceyourclothesin

yourroom"



"MayourroomandJason'sroomlookslikeisgoing

tobeacrossoneanother,I'vealreadycheckedand

bothhasit'sownbathroom...Sorelaxandcome

throughwhenyouguysaredonesowecaneat"

beforeIgoMagrabsmeandgivesmeatighthug

"Thankyouentle,noonehaseverdonethisforus

before"shesaysalmostwantingtocry

"MawebecamefamilytheminuteJasonstarted

workingforme,everythingwillbeok..havefaithin

God,forLilly'ssake...bythewaywhat'stheother

two'snames?"IaskbecauseIreallycan'tkeep

callingthemsisters

"Thepetiteoneismaylinwhilethealmostchubby

oneismarlin"shechuckles"Pleasedon'task,itwas

theirdad'sdecision.

"Colouredpeoplereallyarelazywhenitcomesto

namingthings,mymomisthesame..inwhatgrade

arethey?".

"Botharegoingtohighschoolnow"Masayswith

proudandthiswholetimeJasonwasquiet,I



thoughthewenttohisroom.

"Nowthateverythingissortedletmegetyouguys

someclothes,don'tworryJasonidohavesome

unisexclothesforyouandI'msuremypjswillfit

ma"Isaidwhilelaughing

IgottomyroomandIsearchforsomet-shirtsfor

thegirls,somefriendinBelgiumgiftedmewith

sleepwearlastyearbutitwasalittletosmallfor

me,itwillbeperfectforMsdevilliers...Jasonisa

differentstory,Ijusthopethesewillfithim.

Iplacethet-shirtsinthegirlsroom,andtherestin

maandJason'sroombeforeheadingtothekitchen

*shakingmyhead*it'sstillamess.Istartcleaning

whereiwasbusy.

Ihavetomakesomethingquickandsomethingthat

willmakeusfull,IcheckthefridgeandIsee4tubs

oflasagne,thatwillgoperfectwithcreamymashed



potatoesandasalad.

Istartpeelingthepotatoeswhilethewaterboils.

Whilethepotatoesisinthepot,Ipreparethesalad.

Oncethepotatoesaresoftiputthelasagnainthe

microwaveandstartmashingthepotatoes,Iadd

somebutterandmilk.

Afterawhileimdonewitheverything.Ididn'tdish

up,ratherkeptthefoodinbigbowlssoeveryone

candishoutforthemselves.

ThegirlsaredonefirstAndtheytooktheirseatsat

thetable,followedbyMsdevilliers"itsmellsdevine

inhereEntle,Ican'twaittodigin"shesays

"Ohno,Ihardlydidanything,thosearepre-made

lasagna"Isaidlaughing

"Wecan'trememberwhenwasthelasttimewehad



suchagoodmeal,thankyousisentle"marlinsays.

IseeJasonpeekinghisheadoutfrombehindthe

wall."OhIwasjustabouttoaskwhereareyou"Itell

him"iseverythingok?"Iaskedconcerned

"The..theclothes..they"Iwantedtoaskwhat's

wrongwhenhecameoutfrombehindthewall.

Everyoneburstedoutinlaughterashejuststood

therelookingdowncoveringhisprivateparts.I

wanttolaughsobad,thetrackpantsigavehimfits

sotightandthelenghtislikethoseofathree-quater.

Thetanktopigavehimdearlordit'sacroptop.

"I'msosorryJason..Iforgotthatyoutallerthan

me,howaboutIjustgiveyoumygown?"Hesmiles

"thatwouldbebetter"hesaysandwestareateach

otherforawhileuntilsomeoneclearedtheirthroat

andthegirlsgiggled*shakingmyhead*.

"Sitdown,enjoythemeal..Jasoncangetyouguys

somethingtodrinkwhileifetchoneofmygowns

forhim"Isaybeforeanyonecansayanything.



Afterdinnerthegirlsaskediftheycanwashthe

dishes,Iwantedtotellthemthatthere'sa

dishwasherbuttheyseemedsoadamantinto

washingthedishesIletthembewhileicheckon

Ajay,gladtoseehestillhas2morebottlesbecause

hedrinksalotofmilkduringthenight.

LateronidecidedtocallMiketoseeifthingsare

sortedfortomorrow.

Hisphoneringsonce"iwaswaitingforyourcall

Ms..aboutthelittlegirlgoingtoBelgium,Idon'tthink

that'spossibleanymore-"

Icuthimoff"whoawhatdoyoumeanbythat?the

girlwilldieifshe'snottherebytomorrownight

Mike"thisisgoingtobeaproblemIthinkto

myself,thesepeopleareliterallycountingonmeto

bringtheirdaughterbacktolife.



Whatdoidonow?.

>>myapologiesforthelateinsert,abonusoneis

cominguplatertonight<< enjoy

[8]

"Wouldyoucalmdownwoman?".

That'sMikeontheothersideofthephone,Ithought

Iswitcheditoff.

"Youknowialwaysgotyou,youknowyouuncleand

auntareinvolvedinshadythingsright?"Heslowly

asks

"YesMikeIknow"Isayfrustrated

"WellthereasonwhytheymadeyougotoSAso

earlywasbecausetheydidn'twanttoputyouinany

danger,sotheyfliedtoHungary"

"WhatthehellMike,where'sAndràsandEmily?The

Nemethfamilyisgivingmehighbloodpressure"I

saywhileholdingthebridgeofmynose.



"Yournieceandnephewareok,nowit'seitheribring

thelittlegirlheretoBelgiumorIsendherto

Hungary,she'llhavesupervision24/7whereveryou

wanttosendher"mikesays

"Okaslongasshe'ssave,tomorrowwe'llcomego

tothehospitaltosaygoodbye,letyourpeoplebeon

standbycauseeverysecondcounts"Isaybefore

cuttingthecall.

Nowicanrelax,ItakemybottledwaterasIheadto

myroomandbumpintosomeone.It'sJason,"I'm

sorry"bothofussay,Iwasabouttomovepasthim

whenheblockedme"Entleplease,weneedtotalk

aboutwhathappenedearlieron,thekiss"hepleads.

Iknewitwasgoncometothis

"JasonIwasonlytryingtohelpyousinceitlooked

likeyouneededhelp,andpeoplelikeherneedstobe

putintheirplaceandthat'swahidid,forgetabout

thekiss,itwaspartoftheact"Isaywhiletakinghis

handaway.



Thatmademefeelawful,butthenagainican'tlet

himgetcomfortablehere,I'mstillhisboss.Asiwas

gettingunderthecoversireceivedanother

call,don'tpeoplesleep?

Icheckwhoitis,unknownnumber?.

WhatifIanswerandit'sthosepeoplewhomyaunt

anduncleranawayfrom?butthenagainwhatifit's

oneofmyclients?.

AfterafewsecondsofdebatingwithmyselfI

answer"ThankGodyouanswered,Iwasgetting

worriedaboutyou"Goddoesn'tlovemeshem.

"WhatdoyouwantSiya,it'slate"

"C'monyoumybabymama,can'ticallyou?".

"Exactlybabymamanotgirlfriend,youcallwhenyou

wannatalkwithAjayordiscusstheco-parenting".

Hesuckedhisteeth"Don'tbeaboreEntle,Imiss

you,let'stalkforawhile".



"IhadaverylongdaySiyaandIreallycan'tnurse

yourfeelings,callyourfiance"Isayasicutthecall,

wasn'tlonguntilIfellasleep.

MorningcameandIwasupearly.Ineededtogo

andcheckoutmyofficeatthelifeGroenkloof

hospital.BeforeheadingoutIcleanupAjay,as

sleepyashestillisimnotleavingmybabyhere

alone.IplacehiminhisbabyseatasIstart

breakfast.Ihopetheylovefood,Iputsomeina

Tupperwareformejustincase.

Iwriteonastickynotebeforeleaving.

AsIgetintomycarreadytodriveoutireceiveacall

frommyPA."WhenareyoucomingdowntoSA

girl?"Iaskbeforeshesaysanything.

"Soonboss,uhmyourclient,she..shecalledearlier

sayingshedon'tneedyourassistanceanymore,

sheandherhusbandaregoodandit'sgoingtostay



likethat"

Ifeltmysoulleavingmybody,"MonikaHoryath!"I

yell"bythegraceofGodpleasedon'ttellmeyoulet

itbe"

"Ican'tforcepeopletostaywhiletheydon'tneed

yourhelpanymore"

"OhmyGodMonika,ifyoucheckedherfileyou'd

seethatherhusbandisdead,she'ssuicidalbecause

herhusbanddied,youknowwealwaysinvestigate

whenoneofourclientswantstopulloutbecause

theydon'tpullout"

"Gotoherhouserightnowandcalltheambulance"

Iyellandcutthecall.

>>continuationtomorrow

morning..ndidiniwe sorryit'ssoshort<<

[9]

MonikaisgoingtoraisemybloodpressureItell



you.YesIknowshecan'taccessanyfilewithout

myconsentbecauseallfilesareconfidential,but

shecould'veatleastletmeknowthesecondshegot

offthephonewithmyclient,she'sgettingsloppy

eversinceileft.

IarrivedatthehospitalandletmejustsayIlove

it,it'ssoprivateandIloveprivacy.Iheadtothe

foyerandIseeagirlatthefrontdesk,bythecolour

ofheruniformI'mguessingshe'sanintern,also

veryyoung,19persay.

"Higoodmorning,I'mMsKhoza,I'mheretocheck

outmyofficewhichI'llbeusing"

Shelooksatmeweirdly"you'reMskhosa?"Typical

ofhertonoteventrytopronouncemysurname

correctly,it'sreallynotthathard.

"YeswhoelsewouldIbe?"Iask

"Iimaginedyouolderandmoreblack"shesays

whilelookingatme.Ohnoshedidnot



"Wellhunnyunlikesomeofus,wehadtoworkout

waytothetop,wedidn'thavemommyanddaddy's

moneyandconnectionstoplaceinwhereverwe

wanttobenowdidwe?"Isaywithasarcasticsmile

"Andalsohowblackshouldibeinordertobe

'black'inyourmind?"Iaskmakingairquotes

"Areyouindirectlyimplyingthatimaracist?"She

askedlookingcrazy

"That'swhattheyallaskdear,Idon'thaveall

day,mysonisinmycarandIonlyplannedtocome

inandgoout,soifyouplease?showmewheremy

officewillbe"Isaymakingwayforher.

Sheclickshertongueassheflippedherhairalmost

hittingmewithit.Iknowhowtohandlefolkslike

her.Soonweenteradoorwhichhasmyinitialson.

"Thebosssaidsinceyou'reahighlyrecommended

psychologistyou'llgetthisoffice"shesaysasshe



rollshereyes.

Ilovethedesign,theglasswindows,little3rock

fountain,fewplants,furcarpet,relaxingcouch.So

openandcalming,thefactthatit'sfarawayfromthe

noiseandfoyer.

"Thankyou,thatwasn'tsohardwasit?"Ishiftmy

attentiontothegirl.

Shegivesmeatightsmileasshejustheadsout.

Iheaddowninalittlerush.IalmostcryasI

approachmycar.There'smilkallovertheWindows,

ohGodIdon'twanttoknowwhatthecarfromthe

insidelookslike.

Ialmostscreambecausethisboytookoutallhis

wipes,someyoghurtsaresquashedandmixedwith

somechips.He'smindinghisownbusinesslikehe

didn'tjustdidbsinmycarandIstartbeatinghim

alloverhislittlehands.



HestartscryingbutIdon'tmindhimasImtryingto

cleanupmostofthedamage.

Ishould'velefthimstrappedintohischair.

IendupcallingJasonbecauseIhavetorushtothe

carcleaners.

Itringsacoupleoftimes"MorningMsKhoza,how

mayihelpyou?"Yhosoformal.

"Jasonhimorning,canyoupleasecomeandpick

meandAjayupatthecarcleaners?Ajaymessedup

thecarsoIhadtogetitcleanedup,please,butfirst

finishupathomesowecanheadtothehospital"

"Yeaicandothat,momsaidshe'sgoingtostay

behindsinceshealreadysaidgoodbye..we'llbe

thereinafew,justsendyourlocation"andhecuts

thecall.

IreceivedacallfromMike,it'sabouttime.



"MikeIwaswaitingforyourcall"

"Yeaiknow,welandedanhourago,allarrangements

areincheckforwhicheverlocationyouchoosefor

thegirl"

"Whatdoyoumean'we'?areyouheretoo?"Iasked

gettingexcited.

"YesIhadtocomedown,youtrustedmeto

transportthegirlsafely,Imightaswelldoitmyself

sinceiknowalltheinsandoutsofSA,haveyou

decidedwhereshe'sgoing?"

"YeaidecidedthatshemustgotoBelgium,her

beingthereI'llknowshe'swelltakencareofand

she'sprotected,hergoingtoHungarywillonly

burdenmyauntanduncle"*sigh*

AfterafewminsJasonarrives.Andmycarisnot

evendoneyet.

AjayrantothecarasJasonopenedthefrontseat

forhim

"Didyouhithim?"HeasklookingatAjay.



"Noididnot,let'sgo"

"Yesyoudid,lookathislashes,it'slongbynature,the

tearsmadethelashessplit,you'llbeokbuddy"he

saysasherubbedhischeek.

Igreetthegirlsaswedriveoff.Afterawhilewe

stopinfrontofthehospitalandIseeMikeatthe

entrancewithafewmen.

ItoldJasonandhissister'stoheadtowhereLillyis.

"Areyousure,youdon'twantustostaywithyouOr

youcomewithus?"HesayslookingatmeandMike

fromadistance.

Ilaugh,"YesJason,I'mok,youcantrusthim

becauseI'mputtingLillyinhiscare"hefrowns.

IholdhisarmasIshifthisattentiontome"

hey..lookatme...lookIlovethefactthatyoucare

aboutmywell-being,butevenifsomethingwereto

happenwithmeI'llbeabletoprotectmyselfand

Ajayaswell"Iassurehim



Henodsashewalksawaywithhissister's.

[Jason]

Iwalkintomysistersward,thesightbreaksmy

heart.She'stoosmallforthis,Jazlinwillgether

day,Iwillmakehersufferforwhatshedidtomy

sister.

Marlinandmaylinarecryingatthesightoftheir

littlesister"is..isshegoingtobeokbrother?"Both

ofthemasks.

"Shewillbeok,Ipromise"Isayasiholdthem.

"YoumustgetbetterLilly,sothatyoucansee

brother'sgirlfriend,she'sanamazingperson"marlin

justhadtosaysuchthings*shakingmyhead

[Minentle]



"Thelittleguyisgrowingisee,hehasthatmorons

bigheadtoo"Mikecanbeanasssometimes.

"LeavemybabyaloneMike,howiseverything

looking?"Iaskinawhisper

"EverythingisallgoodMs,we'rejustwaitingforthe

familytosaygoodbyeandsignthepapersthen

we'lltransporthertotheairport-"

"WhoaMikeisn'titabitriskytotransportherwith

publictransport?letalonepublicplane?"

"Womanstopbeingforward,thejetWillbeready

whenwegettherewithadoctorthatwillmonitor

herthroughouttheflight,I'llkeepyouupdatedevery

hourifimust"

"Pardonme,shejustmeansalottothisfamily,the

hospitalyou'llbeusing?isitsafe?"

Hecleanedhisteeth"Youdon'tknowme,I'lllether

beatmyhouseforsafety,atleastmyhouseis

guarded,I'llgetmymosttrustedmentoguardher

doorifbyanymeansigetbetrayedbyanoutsider"



LookslikeLillyisingoodhands.

IwenttoseehowfarJasonisandIbumpintoSiya,

what?siyaatapublichospital?withaladynextto

him.

"Entlehi"hequicklysayslettingthelady'shandgo

"Siya"Inod

HecomesforwardtotakeAjay,it'shissonsoIlet

himbe.

"HiI'mnande,siya'sgirlfriendandbabymama"she

givesmeherhandwhichigladlyshake.

"Nicetomeetyounande,Ididn'tknowSiyahadakid

ontheway"IsaywhilelookingatSiyaashe

nervouslybreakseyecontact

"Letaloneletyoucometoapublichospital"

"Ohno,thiswasthenearesthospitalSiyacould

find,hefoundoutbeforewecamehereandhewas

soexcitedhecouldn'twait,sowestoppedhere

instead"shesayswithpride



"I'msurehewas"Isaysarcastically.

"Inevercatchedyourname"shesays

"Ineverthrewit,nowexcusemeIneedtogo

somewhere-"

"Wheredoyouneedtogo?"AskJason,thatwasfast.

"Tocheckuponyou,Mikesaideverythingis

ready,they'lltransportherinaprivatejet"

"Thenit'ssorted,MrJama"hesayswithanod

"Jason"Siyabluntlysays.

Thesetwoneedtosortoutwhateverproblemsthey

havewitheachotherbecausethisisjustpure

childishness.

NandehasbeenlookingatJasonthiswholetime

he'sevengettinguncomfortable.

[Siya]



OhGod,IhopeEntlewon'ttellAyandaaboutthisor

myfamily.I'llbeindeepsh*t,thisgirlisalsoso

forwardintroducingherselfasmybabymamaand

girlfriend.Shewasjustaonenightstandatoneof

myshowsamonthagobutIused

protection,unfortunatelythecondombrokenowI'm

goingtobestuckwithher.I'llhavetokeepthisfrom

everyone,Ijusthavetomakethisgolddigger

understandthatsheisnotmygirlfriendandthe

onlybabymamaIhaveisEntle.

Lookslikeshealsomessedmychancesofgetting

Entleback,ButIwon'tstop.Entleistheloveofmy

life,Iagreeididn'ttreatherthebestwhenIhadher

butI'mpartlychangednow.I'llmakehermineagain

Iswear,evenifihavetoseduceherandimpregnate

herandtrapherwithababyI'llmakehermine

"Oknow,mayihavemybabyback?youcanpassby

myhouselateronandcomepickhimup,justcall

mesoAjaycanbedonebythen"that'sEntle



bringingmeback.

"Aytcoolmamie"Isayandkissmyboybefore

givinghimtohismom.

Iwatchastheyheadtothestairsgoingup.

Damn,whateverEntledidtoherselfineedtotasteit.

Ican'tstoplookingatherassshakingfromsideto

side,Igetsnappedoutofitbynandeclickingher

fingersinfrontofme.

NosheneedstogivebirthsoIcantakethekidfor

meandayanda.She'salreadyirritatingme,Ihope

noneofthejournalistsarecloseby.

IdropheroffatherapartmentandIheadhome.

Idon'tseeAyandaaround,good.Igotomyofficeto

cleanmymindabit.

Insidetheofficeitrytoworkbutjustcan't,mymind

keepsondriftingtoEntle.



Hersmile,shestillhasthosefattyarmsofhers

whicharesosexy,herthighs,ohmanherass...they

aresoroundandbignow.BeforeIknowitI

unbucklemybeltandmyhandfindsmyjoystick

whichisnowsemihard.

IstartstrokingitasIimaginehavingmyface

burriedinsideherwomanhood.Iimagineher

moaningmynameasshecupsherfullbreasts.

Goinguptoherbreats,Irubmyjoystickagainsther

nowwetwomanhood,Ientersmoothlyasherinner

wallshugme,welcomingmebackhome.

BeforeIknowitiexplodeinmyhands,stripsand

stripsshootingasIgroan.

"WTFSIYA?!"

Ohsh*t.

>>Continuation<<



Siya

"Ayandababyit's..It'snotwhatitlookslike"Isay

tryingtobucklemyselfup

"WtfSiya,isthiswhyyoudon'twanttohavesexwith

meanymore?!"Shesayscomingcloser

"Noiswearit'snotthat,i-ijustwantyoutorelaxuntil

ourweddingday...Imeanlookatthebrightsideat

leastimnotgoingouttohavesexwithnobody

right?"Itrytosoftsoapherwithnothingbutlies

Sheblushes"yeaatleast,butwhydidn'tyoutell

me?Icouldspicethingsupbyyouknow?going

downonyou"shesaidinaseducedmanner

"Ihaveanidea,howboutwebuyafewstuffand

haveourownlilpicnicinthebackyard"she

excitinglysays

"SoundsnicebutIhavetogetready"



"Whereyougoing"sheasks

"IhavetogofetchAjay,hismomgaveme

permission"Isaywithasmile

"Younotgoing"shebluntlysays,tonightisour

night

"WellsorryIhaven'tseenmysonin2yearsIneed

tocatchup"Isayasipassher.

"SIYAJAMAisaidyounotgoinganywhere,your

bastard-"Islapherbeforeshefinishes

"Don'tyouEVERcallmysonthat,hewasnotmade

inthisrelationshipthereforehe'smysonqha,it's

notmyfaultthatyouhadyourtubestied,nx"Isay

leavingher

Ayanda

Ican'tbelievehejustslappedme,ME!.

I'veknownhimforyearsbutneverhasheeverlaid

hishandsonme.Thisisallthatwoman'sfaultand



forthatI'llmakeherpaydearly.

Iranouttogofetchmybag.Itakeoutmyphoneas

Imakeaquickcall

"Meetmeatthepark,tonightandI'mnotaskingyou"

"There'snothingwrongwithgreetingandnoidon't

wanttogetinvol-"icutthepersonoffbeforethey

couldfinishtalking.

BytheendoftomorrowIwantEntletofearforher

life.

IgoonsocialmediaasIwenttothesearchbarand

lookedherup.Godwhyisshesoperfect?.Ihate

herforthat.

"Ayandawhenyoudonemakemesometea"

MaJamasayswhiletakingaseatinfrontofthetv.

IwantedtosaynobutthenirememberedthatI'm

tryingtomakeSiyaloveme,ifIhavetostartwithhis

motherthensobeit.



"Yeboma"Isayasirollmyeyes

Doesn'tthesepeoplehaveamaidorsomething?

Imaketheteaanyways.It'sweirdthatI'vebeen

comingtothishouseformorethanayearbutIstill

don'tknowwhereeverythingisandIalsodon'twant

toaskmawherethethingsare.

Ieventuallyfoundeverythingandmadethetea.I

likemyteawithalotofmilkandsugar,Ihope

motherinlawdoestoo.

Igavemahertea.BeforeIwantedtoleavema

quicklyspattheteaout.

"Areyoutryingtokillme?!OhGod,leavethis

premisesrightnow,youareuseless,you'vebeen

hereformorethanayearbutyoustilldon'tknow

I'mdiabetic?"Sheshouts,Siyawilldefinitelykillme.

"I'msosorryMa,Ireallydidn'tknow..Youshould've

toldmehowilikeyourtea,letmemakeyouanother-

"



"NODontbother,Justgo"shenipsme

"Whathappened?"

Whendidhearrive?

"Yourfianceistryingtokillme"hebanthiswoman

"MaIreallydidn'tknowyouarediabeticimreally

sorry,Siyasheaskedmetomakehersometeaand

Idid..shedidn'ttellmehowshelikeshertea,I'm

reallysorry"Isaysincerely

"KodwaAyandayouseemomdon'tdrinknoreat

thesamethingswedo"Siyatriestoreason

"IknowbutIthoughtshe'stryingtobehealthy"

"It'sok,momit'sokright?itwasamistake"Siyasays

tryingtokeepthepeace

SothismanreallywenttofetchthiskidafterItold

himnottogo?LetmeleavebeforeIdosomethingi

mightregret.



"Siyaisitokifigohome?"Iask

"Why?Ajayishere,Whynotstaysohecangetused

toYou?"

"Maybesomeothertime"Ilie

"Ifyousayso,wantmetotakeyouhome?"

"Thatwon'tbenecessary,Istillhavetogotothe

shopsbeforegoinghome"

"Aytthen,besafeandIloveyou"hesayswhile

kissingme

"Iloveyoutoo"

It'salreadydarkwhenIgottothepark.Atleastthis

Idiotishere

"Goodyou'rehere"

"Comeonayandayouknowimdonewiththese

things"

"Thisisthelasttimeiswear,ThistimeI'llpayyou

triple"hequicklylooksatmeatthewordtriple.



Hegivesoutaheavysigh"finewhatdoyouneed

metodoandtowhom"

"Here'sherfile,Idon'twantanythinglinkingthisto

me,Ijustwantyoutoshowhersheain'tthatbigofa

deal"

"You'llgetyourmoneywhenyoudone"Isaybefore

leavinghimthere.

[10]

Ayanda

WhenIgothomeIwasinagoodmood.Knowing

thatEntlewillsoonknowtonotmesswithanother

woman'sman.

NowicanmarrySiyainpeace,nowIcanfocuson

myweddingpreparation,let'shopeallthestress

didn'tmakemeloseweight.

Minentle



AfterSiyacametofetchAjay,Iwasalone.

ApparentlyMsdevilliersandher2daughtershad

togodowntocapetownfortheweekend.Leaving

meandJason,it'soddthatheain'tbackyetfrom

fetchingmycar.

Idecidedtotakeabathwithaglassofredwineon

theside.IreallyneedtounwindbecausesoonI'll

havemyearlymornings.

Iwasstillbusyrelaxingwhenallofasuddeniheard

thewoodenfloorcracking.Isatstillinsidethe

bathtub,maybeIheardwrong,Itryconcentratingon

eachandeverysoundaroundme,somuchthati

evenstoppedbreathing.AfterafewminutesIhear

footstepsonthefloor..slow,softones.Mymind

startsworkingovertime,maybeit'sJason,but

Jasonwould'veletmeknowhehasreturned.

Islowlyclimbedoutofthebathtubtryingtoletthe

waterdripdownmybodyandnotstraighttothe



water.

IstepontothematcarefullyandItakemyrobe

coveringmyself.Icarefullystepclosertothedoor

toseeifthesesomeone,there'snooneintheroom.

IsteplightlyonthefloorasIsprinttomybedroom

door.Itsmellsdiferentinhere,Ithinktomyself..I

wonderwhohastheodacitytobreakintomyhouse.

Ineedtofindsomethingtoprotectmyselfand

thankstoMikeIcandojustthat.Thefirstthingthat

caughtmyeyewasmylamp,Itakeoutthebulp

quickly.ThecordalmostpulledmebackasIforgot

topullitout,Iunplugitandsnatchthecordoutof

thewoodenstand.Ithenwrappedthewirearound

myknuckles,lettingtheplughang.

Islowlyopenthedoorjustfarenoughsomyeyes

canseedownthepassage.It'squiet,tooquietfor



myliking..suddenlysomethingfallsandabunchof

shushingwasexchanged,soundedlikewhoeveris

hereisinthelounge.Ibeganwalkingcarefullynot

puttingallmyweightonthefloor,Icouldfeelmy

heartinmythroat.Iwasabouttotakeanotherstep

whenIfeltsomeone'spresencebeginsme,Ieither

runandbumpintothoseatthefront,oritryto

defendmyselfagaintsthepersonbehindme.

"Don'teventhinkaboutit"ThethickvoicesaysasI

wasabouttotakethelampstandwithbothmy

hands

HecamecloserandIquicklyswayedthewooden

standagainsthishead,makinghimfalldown,gives

meenoughtimetowrapthecordaroundhisneck

andchokehimoutuntilhepassedout.Hiskicks

weren'theardbecauseofthethickfluffycarpet.

IlefttheguythereasImademywaytothelounge.

BeforeIgottheretheguyIthoughthadpassedout

washoldingmyfoot"SHE'SHERE!"Heshouts.I



kickhiminthefacewiththeotherfootmakinghim

bleedandpassout.

Iwenttocheckifhe'sreallydeadwhensomeone

grabbedmebymyhairtossingmeagainstthewall.

"Itwassaidtodeliveramessagetoyou"theone

guysaysasIhearthesoundofbeingunzipped.

GodIhopeit'snotwhatIthinkitis,I'mstilltryingto

findmyvisionasItrytostandup.

"Holdherdown"thefirstguysaysandIfeeltwo

peopleholdingmyarmsandIheadButoneagainst

hisnosemakinghimgroaninpain

Ibitmyselfasijustreceivedabackslapfromthe

firstguymakingmeyelp.

"Takeoffherrobe"hesaysandIstartshouting

Ipleadwiththemastheyroughlytakeawaymy

robeandthrowitoneside,I'mnownakedinfrontof

themandIhearthemwhistle

"BossforgetwhatIsaid,Iwantapieceofhertoo"



theguyonmyrightsidesays

"Don'tworry,aslongasigofirst,y'allcando

whateveryouwanttodowithher"thefirstguywho

Ithinkistheirbosssays.

Hestartstakingoffhistrousersandbringshis

unprotectedmembernearme,Iclosemylegsin

unveilbecausetheseothertwoaresplittingmylegs

now.

IbegancryingasIfeltthetipofhismemberatmy

entrance.

Hestartspushingitindry,anditgetsstucktoo

sinceihaven'tbeenactivesinceSiya.

Iscreammylungsoutbecauseofthepain.

"Ohhsh*tyoutightasavirgin,I'mgoingtotearyou

up"hesaysasheroughlystartsmovinginandout

ofme

Myscreamsandstrugglesarenowuselessasim

justprayingforhimtogetitalloveranddonewith.I



blockhisgroanswiththoughtsfilledwithAjayand

ourhappytimes.

Bythetimeallthreeofthemaredone,mysoulistoo.

I'llneverbethesameeveragain.

"Thatwillteachyoualesson"thebosssaysasIstill

rememberhisvoice

IhearthemleaveasmyeyescloseandIfeelmy

energyleavemybody.

Jason

OnmywaytofetchMsKhoza'scarIbumpintoSiya.

Iwonderwhathe'sdoinghere,Iwalkpasthimas

wehavenothingtosaytoeachother.

"Jasonwaitup"argwhy?Istopanyways

"EymanIknowwegotoffthewrongfootwhenwe

metbutIassureyoumyintentionstowardsyour

bossispure,howboutwegooutfordrinks?"Hecan



missmeonthatoneIdon'twanttolosemyjob

"Ifyouworriedaboutyourjob,howboutIletEntle

know?I'msureshewon'tmindyougoingout,I

promisewewon'tbelong"hekeepspushing,I

endedupagreeing.

2hourshavepastandwearestilldrinking.

"EymanIneedtoleave,Entleisprobablyworried"I

sayasistandupandleaveafewhundredsonthe

table

"Ohsh*tIforgottosendheramessagetoverify

yourwhereabouts"thisIdiotsays

"Areyouinsane?youdidthatonpurposeyou

idiot,youcomingwithmetoexplaintoher"isay

whilepassinghim

SoonheenteredhiscarandIenteredtheonei

cametofetch.



Uponarrivalweseethedoorwideopen.Welookat

eachotherasweruninsidethehouseshoutingher

name.Wemakeaturntothebedroomsandwe

freezeonthespotasMsKhozaislyingonthefloor

nakedwithbloodrunningdownherlegs.Werush

closerandweseeshehasbruisesonherbodyand

face.

MybloodisboilingandIfeellikeexploding.

"IfanythinghappenedorhappenstoherI'llbeatyou

intoapulp"IsaytoSiyawholooksatmewithtears

inhiseyes

"WeneedtogethertothehospitalJasonquick,we'll

takemycar,there'smorespace"hesayswitha

breakingvoiceashepicksherup

"Entlepleasedon'tleaveyet,whataboutAjay?I

haven'tpouredmyheartouttoyou,westillneed

you"hewhisperswhilecrying

Weenterthecarashetakesthebackseatwith



Entle.iwishIhadherinmyhandslikethat,Ican't

eventhinkaboutthethingswhoevercameherdid

toher.IgripthesteeringwheeltightasIgetmore

angry.

Siyasuggestedaprivatehospitalcloseby.Ikept

lookingthroughthemirrorasIseehimkissingher

headthewholetime,Iseehehascoveredherwith

hisjacket.Evenablindmancanseethatthisguyis

stillinlovewithEntle.

WearrivedatthehospitalandSiyarushesinside

withhercallingthedoctors.

"Pleasehelp,mywif-mychild'smother,pleasehelp"

heshoutswhiletearsarejustfreelyrunningdown

hisface.

AstretcherwasrolledouttousasSiyawas

instructedtoputherdown.

"Wehavetoadmitherassoonaspossible,herheart



rateisgoingdown,ifwedon'tgonowwewilllose

her"hefemalesays

"YoulistentomeDr,you'lldoEVERYTHINGandI

meaneverythinginyourpowertosaveherdoyou

hearme"Siyasaysbreathingfire

It'sbeen2hoursandwehaven'theardanything

fromthedoctors.Siyahasbeenwalkingupand

downthewholetime.

"CouldyoupleasejustcalmdownSiyaIknowyou

stressedbutpleasetrytocalmdown"Isaynow

irritated

"Don't...Don'tYoudaretellmetocalmdown

Jason,justshutup"Ithoughtwegood

"Technicallythisisyourfault,ifyoudidn'tkeepon

pesteringthatIshouldcomewithYou,nonofthis

would'vehappened"I'vebeenwantingtosaythis

sincewefoundEntleinthatstate

"Iknewthatyouwasgoingtoblamemefor



this,classic"he'snowinfrontofme

"Younotevenafactorhere"hesayslookingatme

asweexchangeoxygen

"Gentlemenifyouwanttofightisuggestyoutakeit

outside"weturnandseethedoctorthattookEntle

andwerushtoher

"Howisshe/issheok"weaskinunion

"Sinceweransometestsonher,wefound

something"sheslowlysays

"Womanjustspeakfasterplease"Siyapleads

"Uhm,MsKhozaenduredseriousblowstoherbody

whichledtointernalbleedingandshehasabroken

rib."Thedoctorfinallysays

Shelookslikeshewantstosaysomethingmoreso

wewait.

"MsKhoza...she-resultsshowsthatmultiplemen

hadtheirwaywithher...forcefully"shewhispers

Siyastartedgoingcrazy,shouting..screamingand



crying

ItoostartedcryingbecauseIfeellikeIfailedher,I

swearshenormymomwouldeverforgivemefor

this.Islidedownthewallashurtcloudsmyheart.

"She'sunconsciousfornowbutyouguyscango

seeher,oneatatimeplease,andimterriblysorryfor

whathappened"thedoctorisstillhereandshe

leavesaftertheapology.

"Youcangofirst"sayssiya

"Ineedtocollectmyselffirst"hesaysandIjustnod

myhead.

Ienterherwardanditjustbreaksmyheartseeing

herlikethis.Pipeskeepingheralive,Ican'tdothisI

saytomyselfasIturnaroundbutnotleavethe

room.



"MsKhoza..i-imsorryIwasn'ttheretoprotect

you,pleaseforgiveme"Inowcrywhileholdingher

hand.

"You'vebeenthebestthingthathashappenedto

meandmyfamilythesepastfewdays,pleasecome

backtous,westillneedyou,Sodoesyour

son...Don'tyouwanttobealivewhenLilly

returnes?"I'mnowcoveredinmucus.

"PleaseEntle,Iknowyouaremarkablewomanand

youstrongtoo...i-iloveyouEntle"Isaybefore

kissingherhandandforehead.Ilookatheronelast

timebeforeleaving.

Siya

IlookupandIseeJasonexitingEntle'sroom.Isee

himtryingtohidethemucusandtears,anyonecan

seehehasbeencrying,he'scolouredforcryingout

loud,henowlookslikeatomato.



HepassmeashesaysIcango,he'llwaitinthecar.

Ihesitategoingin.Idoashortprayerbefore

enteringandIshutmyeyesasIseethestateshe's

in.Notmybaby,whoeverdidthiswillpayiswear.

IhoveroverherasImlookingather,evenwhen

she'sinthehospitalcoveredwithpipesshe'sstill

beautifulAsever.

"I'msorryEntle-I..Thisismyfault,Ishouldn'thave

keptJasonawaysolong,maybeifiwasn'tso

jealousyouwouldn'thavebeenhererightnow"I

saycrying

"Pleasejustwakeup,IpromiseI'llbewithyouevery

stepoftheway,Iwon'tletyougothistime,I

promise..IloveyouEntle,andI'mgoingtokillwhom

everdidthistoyou"Isaywithanangryexpression

beforekissingherhandandforehead.

Insidethecarnoonesaysaword.Jasondrove



fasterthanbefore,soonwewereatEntle'shouse.

Asifwehavethesamethoughtsbothofusstopat

thedoorastheeventsplayedinourheads.

JasonwipesatearasheheadstothekitchenandI

totheloungeasipickupthebrokenvasefromthe

ground.

IseeJasonpassingmewithcleaningmaterial

goingtothehallway.

Idropthebagfilledwithglassandfollowedhim.

Hefirststaresatthebloodbeforekneelingdown

andhandsmeabrushtoscrubwith,it'sgoingtobe

toughgettingthebloodstainsoutofthe

carpet,mightaswellburnit.

Throughoutourscrubbingweheardaphoneringing.

"It'sEntle'sphone"Jasonsays

"OkstayhereI'llgetit"Isay

Itakethephoneandseethecallername'mike'.I



answer

"Entle,wemanagedtoremovethebulletwithoutany

complications,butshe'llhavetostayherefora

whiletofullyrecover"theMikeguysays,Iwonder

whathe'stalkingabout

"Entleareyouthere?"Heask

BeforeIcouldanswerJasongrabesthephone"hi

Mike,uhmthisisJason"hesayswhileputtingthe

phoneonloudspeaker

"Thelittlegirlsbigbrother,where'sEntle?whydoyou

haveherphone?"Heaskedtoocalmformy

liking,whatlittlegirlishetalkingabout?

"Sir-ImeanMike,I'mafraidMsKhozaisunavailable

atthemoment"Jasonsayswhilerubbinghisface

"Whatdoyoumeanunavailable?whathappenedto

her?"Hesoundsangry

"Wellearliertonightsomethingdreadfulhappened

toher..."Icouldn'tlistentohimtellingthisMike

personwhathappenedtomyEntle,soIwalkedout



instead.

Itriedtakingoffthecarpetbutitseemslikeitcame

withthehouse.Jasonreturnswithaconfusedlook

onhisface.

"What'swrong?"Iaskstandingup

"Thisguy,Itoldhimwhathappenedandhewasjust

breathingthewholetime,afterafewminutesIheard

abangandthephonewentdead"hesays

confusingly

WhoisthisMikeguythough?Iaskmyself

[11]

Mike

WhenIheardwhathappenedtoEntleIgotfurious.I

blamemyself,heruncleandaunttoldmetolook

afterher.Ihopeit'snotthepeopletheyarerunning



awayfrom.Icutthecallasthrowthephoneagaints

thewall,luckilyit'sboardsoit'sstillworking.

IpickupthephoneasIcallafriendinSA.Hepick

upalmostimmediately.

"FrancoineedyoutohackintoahospitalinPretoria

asap"

"Greetingwon'tkillyou.I'monit,justgivemeafew

seconds,private?"Hesayswithaboredtone

"Ithinkso,suburbs,therewasagirladmittedaan

hourago"

"Okholdon,okhere's2peopleIfound...here'sone

inintensivecarewhiletheotheronejustgotback

fromsurgery"

"Uhmtheoneinintensivecare"

"Okshee..hernameisMinen-"hecan'tspellitout

"Yesthat'sher,IneedyoutostealherreportsIm

sureyoucanReadwhathashappenedtoher"

"YesIdidandit'sdisturbing,doyouwantmeto



catchtheculprits?becausethere's3differentDNA's

thatwascontractedfromherbloodtests"

"Iwasthinkingofdoingitmyself..wait3?sothat

means..."

"Yeapitmeansexactlythat,Butthatmeansyou'll

havetocomedowntoSAagain,letmedoit,I

haven'thadfuninalongtime"Icanhearthe

excitementinhisvoice

"Fine,justbecauseItrustyou,Iwantyoutogetthe

lapdogsfirst,there'snoway3peoplewilldothat

w/oamotiveandordersfromsomeoneabovethem

andIwantfeedback"Isaybeforecuttingthecall

Ihopeshe'sok.

{Franco}

Finallyihavesomethingtokeepmyselfbusywith.

MeandMikehavebeenfriendssincehighschool

andhehasalwaystoldmeaboutthisEntlegirl,I



don'tknowifhehasfeelingsforherorhe'sjust

beingabigbrother.

Whathappenedtoherisevil.Ican'twaittogetmy

handsonthoseguys.

Ireceivedacallfromoneofmyguys

"Sirwefoundthem,andyougonbedisappointed

becausetheyarelowlives,theylooklikenyaope

boys"hesayschuckling

"Thatsucks,butwestillgonhavefunwiththemfor

awhile.Followthem,Iwantthemcaughtoneby

one"Isaybeforecuttingthecall

Ifitwassoeasytofindthemtheniwonderhow

easyit'llbetofindtheboss*shakingmyhead*.

{Ayanda}

I'mcelebratingmyvictoryasIsiponmywineatthe



mostexpensiverestaurant.Thiswillteachherto

stayawayfromothermenwhoareclearlytaken.

Mypeaceisdisturbedbymyphoneringing

"IthoughtItoldyounottocontactme?"

"Sorry,who'sthatgirlyouhadusdothosethings

To?"Heaskwithconcern

"Nooneimportant"Isayasifurthersipmywine

"Noone...*chuckles*Ayandaoneofmyfriendsis

missingafterthedayyouhadusdothosethingsTo

thatwoman"hesaysnowshouting

"OhpleaseMaybehe'soutwithagirlorsomething"

"Ayandayoudon'tunderstand,Ifeellikewe'rebeing

followed"hesayssoftly

"That'sjustguilt,butwhyfeellikethatifyou'vebeen

doingthisforyears"Iask

"Idon'tknowAyanda,justsoyouknowifwe

messedwiththewrongpeople,I'mgoingtoratyou

out"hesaysandcutsthecall



Thisniggaisshittingonme,Ican'tletmystuffget

outnow.EverythingIdidwasformeandSiya.I

needtogetridofthisguyquicky.

Imakeacall,Ihopeiwon'tregretthis.

"Theprodigaldaughter,towhatdoIowethis

pleasure?"Mydadcanbedramatic

"Ineedafavour"Isayshuttingmyeyes

"Amoryouknowwhatyouneedtodoinorderfor

metohelpyou"hesaysandcutsthecall

Iknewhewasgoingtosaythat,butithastobe

done,I'mabouttogetmarriedSoon.

[Aweeklater]

{Minentle}

Iwokeuptothesmellofpillsanditimmediately



mademefeelnauseousmakingmethrow

up,becauseoftheminimumenergyIhaveithrow

uponmyself.Thesmellofmyownvomitmakesme

throwupevenmore.

Itrytoliftupmybodybutassoonasitried

moving,Ifeltpainallovermybody,mostlymy

vagina.Andearliersevent'skeptplayingoverinmy

mind,andIjustbreakdownonthespot.

ImanagedtopullmylegsuptomychestasIbegan

rockingmyselfbackandforth.

Ifeeloneofthemtouchingmeandiscreammy

lungsout

"MsKhoza,pleasecalmdownit'sme,yourdoctor"

"MsKhozacanyouhearme?"

InodmyheadasIkeptrockingmyselfbackand

forth.

"MsKhozaisitokifisendoneofthenursesinto

cleanyouup?"

Inodagain



SoonIfeelsofthandstouchingme,Ithinkit'sthe

nursethedoctorwastalkingabout

"MsKhozaI'mnurseEvans,doctorsaidimusthelp

youcleanup,isthatokwithYou?"Sheaskina

sweetvoice

Shehelpedmegetoffthebedintoawheelchair,as

shewheeledmetomybathroom.

"MsKhozawillyoubecomfortablewithmebeing

here?undressingandtakingoffyourclothes?you

canwashyourprivatepartonyourownifyouwant

to"

"Y-Yes...Youcanstay,youcandoyou-yourjobbut

I'llwashmyprivatepartonmyown"Isay

AsshewasgivingmeabathIcouldseetearsinher

eyes,pitty.That'sexactlywhatIdon'twant,who

broughtmehere?Icanaskhermaybe.

"Nurse?"

Shestopsscrubbingmeandshiftsherattentionon



myface

"Whobroughtmehere?"

"Ohtwolovelygentlemendid,theyarealwayshere

withababy,"shesayswhilelaughing

"Alwayshere?butwasn'tiadmittedlastnight?"

"UnfortunatelynoMsKhoza,you'vebeenoutfora

week"shesayswithpitty

"Whatdidtheylooklike?"Iasktryingtoshifther

attention

"Welloneisconfusingme,Idon'tknowifhe's

colouredorwhiteandtheotheroneistalldarkand

handsome"shesayswhilesmiling

"OhnoI'mnotdatingthem,thetalldarkand

handsomeoneismybabydaddyandthat'sourkid

hewascarrying..theconfusingoneismydriver"

"Girlyouaresurroundedbyhandsomemen,and

yoursonisadorable"

Igaveoutafaintthanks



SoonsheleftsoIcancleanupdownthere,sinceI

hadstitchesIhadtosoakmyselfinsaltwater.Who

woulddothistome?Ishouldn'thavecamebackto

SA.Everythingisjusthectic,Ihaven'tevencalled

mymom,norhaveIspendalotoftimewithmy

son,lookthereIlostaweek'stimeofbondingwith

himjustdaysafterarrivinghere.Ishould'vestarted

toworkafewdaysago..hellIdon'tevenknowhow

it'sgoingwithLilly,mybusinessisprobably

crumblingdowninBelgium,Ineedtoletmypartner

atthedinerknowwhat'swrong.

Allofthisisjustdrainingmyenergy.

ThewaterisnowcoldandIdecidedtogetout.

IseeIhavesleepwear,maybeJasonhasbroughtit.

Theyaremycomfyones.

Idrymybodyandslipintothem.

IentermyroomandIseemybeddingwaschanged.

Itakeslowstepstomybedasitstillhurtsdown

there.



Ilookformyphoneinthecupboard,it'shere.

Ifindalotofmissedcallsfrommymom,the

psychiatryhospitalnottoforgetMrMerkenmy

businesspartneratthediner.

Idecidetocallthehospitalfirst

"GroenkloofhospitalhowmayIhelpyou"iknow

thisvoice

"MorningMiss,it'smeMsKhozaspeaking,canyou

sendmethroughtoyoursupervisor?Ineedtoreport

tohim/herwhyIcouldn'tbethereforthepastfew

days"

"Okholdon"waitWhat?noattitude?wow

FewsecondslaterIgotsentthroughandamale

answers"MsKhoza,wewerewaitingonyourcall"

"I'msorrysir,it'sjustI'vebeeninanaccidentlast

weekandIjustregainedconsciousnessthis

morning,Icansendyouproofifyoudon'tbelieve

mesir"Iquicklysay



"OhmyGodMsKhozaIhopeyouareok,youknow

What?clockinwhenyoubackonyourfeet

completelyok?I'maresidentherebutI'llletthe

headknowwhatiswrong,ourpeoplecomefirst,rest

assuredMsandgetbettersoon,youalreadyhave

alotofpeoplewhowantstoseeyou"

Ichucklebutendupcoughingbecauseofthepain

onmyleftside"thankyouSir"Isayandbidfarewell

NowihavetocallMrMerken,Ihopenothingis

wrong.

"Minè"hecallsmethatsincehecan'tpronouncemy

namecorrectly

"HiMrMerkenIhopeI'mnotintotoomuchtrouble"

Isay

"Nonotatallmydarling,Ijustwantedtodiscuss

somethingaboutthedinerwithYou,Iwasthinking

weshouldexpandit"

"It'sabouttime,butwe'llhavetodiscussitsome

othertimesir,I'mnotfitenoughforthatatthe



moment"

"Whateveryousaymami"onceaflirtalwaysaflirt

Callingmymotherisnotanoption.Idecidedtotake

arest.

[12]

{Jason}

Mymomandsister'scamebacklastweekwheni

toldthemwhathashappened,shestillhasn't

spokentomebecausesheblamesmeforwhathas

happenedtoEntle.Idon'tblameherthough,before

leavingshetoldmetolookafterEntlebutinsteadI

wentoutdrinking*sigh*.

ShewantedtocomewithmeandSiyatoseeEntle

butwekeptsayingno.Todaywereceivedacall

fromthedoctorthatEntlehaswokenup.Thedoctor



saidthestatethatshewasinisbadSoshe'llneed

professionalhelp.

Itoldmymotherthegoodnewsandshestarted

crying,ItoowasemotionalbutIkeptastraightface.

IcalledSiyaandhepickedupafterafewrings

"Jasonit'stooearlyman,I'mgettingsomemorning

gl-"

"Entleisawake"Icuthimoff

Ihearshufflinginthebackgroundandwhiningfrom

hissocalledfiance"Whatdoyoumeanawake?"He

askedsuddenlyinterested

"Awakeasinshewokeup,she'soffthemachine"I

saybored

"ThankGod,okI'llmeetyouatthehospital,Ajayand

meneedstogetready"

"Cool"Isayandcutthecall

HereIamatthehospital,unwashedbecausemy



momcouldn'twaitthatlongbutsheandmy

siblingsareclean*shakingmyhead*.Weenter

Entle'swardandshelookslikeamess,hair

wild,eyesredandkneespulledtothechest.This

doesnotlookgood.

IstandbackasmymomslowlywalksuptoEntle's

bed.

"Entle?myskat(mylove)it'sme,Msdevilliers"my

momsayssofly

Entlelooksatmymomandgivesherafaintsmile

butthesmilesoonturnsintoafrownandshe

suddenlystartscrying.Luckilymymomisthereto

comforther.

"Eywhatdidwe-"that'sSiyastoppinginhistracks

assoonasheseesinwhatstateEntleisin.He

reallyistryingtoscore,hebroughtEntle

presents,balloonsandfruitbasketohandIseelittle

Ajayisheretoo.

"What'swrong"henudgeme



"Itmustbethetrauma"Iwhisper

"Youknow,mycontactscan'tseemtofindthese

men,it'sliketheyva-"

Hegotcutbythedoctorentering

"Ohgoodmorning,Iseeeveryoneishere.Soin

termsofMsKhoza'shealth,shehasn'tcontracted

anydiseaseslet'sstartthere"weallsighinreleave

"Wealsotookbloodsamplestoseeifshe's

pregnant"hesaysscrollingdownhistablet,making

meholdmebreathbecauseifshe'spregnantit'll

breakhermore.

"Thosetestscameoutnegative"IseeSiyahugging

hisson.

"She'llneedhelpmentally,bythelooksofthingsit'll

bealongjourneyandIhopeshe'llhavesupport

aroundher.

"It'lltaketimeforherribtofinallyhealandalsothe

bruises,shemustbathherprivatepartwithsaltso

thatitcanhealandthestitchescanfallout"



Thisisalot,Ihopeshe'scoping.

HegoestoEntleandchecksherdripandbreathing.

Whenhe'sdoneheturnstous"she'sgoodto

go,she'lljusthavetotakeiteasywhenshe'shome

andshe'llneedsupervision.BeforeIforgetwehave

alreadyassignedhertoapsychologist,whowillbe

comingtoherhouseinstead"hesaysandleaves

Whiletheygetherreadyidecidedtogoandsign

herreleaseforms.

{Siya}

Ilookatherasshe'splayingwithAjay,shelooks

empty.NottheEntlewhoalwayshadasparklein

hereyes.I'mgoingtobebyhersideuntilshe'sback

toheroldself.

MyphoneringsandIcheckwho'scalling,it's

ayanda.

"Love?"Iask



"Siyawherewhyain'tyouhomeyet?Whyareyou

stillchasingafterthatdamagedEntle?"Sheshouts

Wait..

"HowdidyouknowaboutEntle?"Iask

"W-wellyoumentionedittomeduh"shechuckles

"Noididn't,wedon'tevenmentionEntle'sname

whenwetogether"Isaywithanarchedeyebrow

"Babedon'tyouremember?youweretakinginyour

sleepafewdaysagoandyoumentionedthewhole

ordealabouther"

"Oh?Ididn'tknowiwassleeptalking,anywaysim

almostdoneherethenI'llpassbytheofficebefore

cominghome,Youstillatmyapartmentright?order

whateveryouwantandsurprisemewhenIget

home"Isayandcutthecall.

Thatwasjustweird,I'veneverinmylifetalkedinmy

sleep.ThiswholeEntlethingmustbebotheringme

awholelot*shakingmyhead*.



IseeJasoncomingbackwithawheelchairforEntle,

Iguessit'sstillastruggleforhertowalkonherown.

Idon'tseethose2girlsanymoreI'mguessingthey

wentoutfirst.

>>continuation+1moreinserttomorrow<< sorry

forthedelay

>>Continuation<<

{Mike}

ForthepastweekFrancohasbeenlettingmeknow

howthingsaregoing.Hemanagedtocatchall3

andkeeptheminasafeplace.Theythinkweare

weaklingssincewehaven'tdoneanythingto

them,wekeepingthemuntilEntleisstrongenough

soshecanpunishthemherself.Ittookawholelot

frommetonotflydowntoSAandkillthoseboys

myself,Istillthinkthere'ssomeonecontrolling

thembutallinduetimewe'llgetthatperson.



Inregardingtothelittlesister?Sheneedstostay

hereforamonthortwomaxforhertofullyrecover.

She'sastronggirl.

IwasinmystudydrinkingwhiskeywhenIreceived

acallfromJason.

"MikeIthoughtyouwouldbeasleepbynow"he

sayschuckling

"Thewickeddon'tsleepJasonPlusit'snotthatlate"

Hegoesquiet

"IhopeyoucallingmeaboutEntle"

"AhyesyesEntle,she'sawake"

Myheartstop

"Youjokingright?"

"Noshe'sawake,shouldIexpectyoutocome

down?"

"You'llseemewhenyouseeme,andbythe



way,what'syourplanwiththatexofyourswho

almostcausedyoursisterslife?Icantakeherout

youknow"

"What?nono,letherbefornow,Ijustwanttofocus

onEntleatthemomentandifiwanttodealwithmy

exI'llsendhertojail"

IlaughbecauseIalreadycheckedheroutandshe

won'tgotojailthateasilysinceherfamilyhas

connectionseverywhere

"Goodforyou"IsayandIcutthecall

"Honeyyourfoodisready"that'sAngelinamywife

"I'llbedowninafewlove,Ijustneedtobookaflight

downtoSA,butI'mgoingin2daysonly"

"YougoingtoSAagain?"Sheaskwithapingof

irritationinhervoice

"IhavetocheckuponEntleheraun-"

"AgainwithEntle?GodIwashopingyou'dstop

fussingaboutherwhenshegoesbacktoSAbut

nowit'sworse"sheshoutscuttingmeoff



"WhoaAngelinawhatswrong?areyouimplyingthat

IwantEntle?"

"I'mnotimplyingbecauseIknowyouwanther"she

sniffs

Women

"WhywouldIwantEntle?youmywifeandIloveyou

Ok?EntleisinmycareandI'mliterallytheonly

familyshehasexcludingherparentswhomshe

hardlyhascontactwith.NowcomefeedmeI'm

hungry"

SheclickshertongueasIchuckle

{Minentle}

Asweenterthehouse,allthememoriescame

crushingdownandtearsjustblindmyeyes.Iask

JasontowheelmetomybedroomasIjustwantto

rest.

IthoughtAjaywouldbesleepingbynowbutnohe's

onmylapmakingcarnoises.He'sliterallytheonly



reasonwhyI'mholdingonrightnow.

AsweentermyroomIplaceAjayontheground

sinceihavetostandup.

"Willyouneedhelpgettingunderthecovers?"

Jasonasks

"Ifyoudon'thaveaproblemwithityesplease"

HenodsashescoopsmeupandIwrapmyhands

aroundhisneck.

"Yougood?"Heaskmeandinodyes

Hetakessteadystepstomybedandheplaceme

lightlyonthebedandcoversmewithathrow.

"Anythingtoeat?"

"Canyoumakemesomespicynoodles?butahuge

bowlfilledwithit?hospitalfoodsucksandIjust

wantsomethingspicyandthereshouldbealotof

sauce,soupyspicynoodles"

Helaughs

"Okicantry"hesaysashecomesforwardand



takesmyhandinhis

"We'llgetthroughthisMskhoza"hesaysand

kissesmyforeheadbeforeheadingouttakingAjay

withhim

IrefusetoletthismlungumeltmyheartfatherGod.

{Ayanda}

Dammit!Bythelooksofthingsthiseventjustlured

SiyaclosertoEntle.He'satthehospital

everyday,andnowthatb*tchisawake.It'snoonand

he'sstillnotbacksincethismorning.Ineedadrink.

Idecidedtogooutwithmygirlsforachange.

Icallnandemybestie

"D*ckwasnotsupposetoseparateusyouknow"

shesaysassoonassheanswersherphone



"Asifyouhardlycallme"

"Girlyou'vebeenmissingout,Ihavesomuchto

sharewithyou"shesays

"Metoo,letthegirlsknow,I'minthemoodforeating

anddrinkingatthesametime"

"Let'sgotospur"

"Youlikelowclasssh*tnande"Isayandrollmy

eyes

"Spurisforpoorandrichyouknow"

"ExactlyIdon'tlikediningwiththepoor,I'mallergic

tothem"

"Stillab*tch,Seeyouin1hour"shesaysanddrops

thecall

Igetdressedinmynudeskintightsilkyshortdress,

nudepencilheal.WhenI'mfinishedwithmyhair

andmakeupilookfly,can'twaittopostthese

picturesandmakeSiyaseewhathe'smissingout

on.



BeforeheadingoutIsnapafewpicturesandpost

themwith"readytogoout"caption.

AsIenterthelowclassrestaurantIcanfeelalleyes

onme.Ispotmygirlsatthe8seater,Ilovemaking

anentrance.

"Girls"Isayasisitdown

"Yazthisfianceofyoursistreatingyougood"

nandesays

There'ssomethingdifferentabouther,Ijustcan't

putmyfingeronit.

"Iagree"laylaandSimasaysinunion

IcallthewaitressasIwanttoorder

"Justbringmesomefriesandastreak,mediumrare

please,andforastartersI'llhaveapinàcolada"

Henodes,therestclaimtoalreadyhaveordered.



"Siya'sbabymamaisintown"Isaytothem

Everyonestopseating

"Nooneisgoingtosayanythingaboutit?"

"Well...weallknewtheminuteshepostedthatshe's

backinSA"laylasays

"Whatdoyoumeany'allknew?"Iaskinconfusion

"Youliterallyonsocialmediaeverydaybutyou

livingunderarock"Simasays

"YearsbackSiyaandhisbabymamawastheIT

couple,almosteveryonewantedapieceofSiya.Yea

Siyawasalow-keycheatbutshestayed.Until2

yearsagowhensheuploadedwhathappened,why

sheleftsinceeveryonewasaskingwhathappened.

Butsheerasedeverythingfromheroldaccountand

madeanewonesoonafter.Shestartedblogging

andhonestlyIdon'tknowhowshejuggles

everythingbeingaphysiologist,recentlyopenedher

ownrestaurantandowninghalfawellknowndiner

inbelgiumandnowakid?Itakemyhatoff"layla

explains.



Ifeelmyselfgettingjealous.Iquickytakeoutmy

phoneandwentonInstagramtosearchher.WhatI

foundalmostmademescream,shehasmore

followers,waymorethanme,howisthispossible??I

feellikeI'mabouttoexplode.

"Areyouok?"Nandeasks

"Y-Yeswhywouldibe,let'sgetmoredrinks"Isay

"Y'allgoahead,I'mstickingtomyjuice"Nandesays

"I'vebeenmeaningtoaskvele,why?"

"Well,yourgirlis3monthspregnant"shesays

Andifeelmyselfgettingmorejealous

"Wait...soeveryoneknewexceptme?"Isayasilook

around

Nandeshrugs"younotaround,andwhenyou

aroundit'salwaysSiyathisSiyathat"

Ifshe'stryingtomakemefeelbadThenshe'scrazy.



"Who'sthebabydaddy?"Iaskcuriously

"Doweknowhim?"Iaskagain

"Everyoneknowshim"shesayssmiling"I'll

introducehimattherighttime"shesayslookingat

mewhileeveryoneisjustmindingtheirown

business.

Whyisshegivingmeweirdvibes,everyoneforthat

matter.

Wehaven'tsaidanythingtoeachotheryetasI'm

nowonmy4thpinà.Ireceiveacallfromfianceand

Ianswer

"Youlookbeautiful,What'stheoccasion?"Heasks

"Thankyoulove,Jusoutwiththegirlsforabit"Isay

"Soundsfun,don'tgohomelate"

"Inamonthstimeit'llbe'ourhome'"Isay

"Aboutthat,I'vemadeafewarrangementstopush

theweddingbackonemoremonth"hedropsa

bombonme



"Uyahlanyashame(Youcrazy)"Isayandcutthecall

Thismaniscrazy,Irefusetoletmyweddingbe

shiftedback.ThesooneribecomeMrsJamathe

better.

[13]

2WEEKLATER

{Siya}

Meshiftingtheweddinghasnothingtodowithme

delayinggettingmarriedtoAyanda.Ijustwantto

focusongettingEntleontherighttrackforourSon,

butIcan'tlie,beingaroundEntlethismuchis

makingmefallforherevenmore,yesshehatesme

andihurtherinthepastbutIswearonourfirst

son'slifethatifshegivesmeanotherchanceI'dlet

Ayandago.

I'mbusychattingwithnande,can'tsaywe've

becomecloserthesepastfewweeksbecausemy

heartstilllieswithEntle.IfAyandafindsoutImade



herbestfriendspregnant,she'llskinmealive.I

didn'tevenknowtheywe'refriends,thatnightwhen

Iperformed,nandejustcaughtmyeyeinstantly.I

wassowastedthatIchowedwithoutacondom,that

wasjustpurestupiditytobehonest.

Onthephone

Me:sowherearey'allheading?

Nande:idkYourfiancewantstogoout

clubbing,howboutmeandyouspendthenight

together?

Me:Ican't,I'mgoingtoseemykid

Nande:youalwaysthere,whatdifferencewill

tonightmake?

Me:Nandeplease,younotevensupposetoactlike

mygirlfriendrightnow,andIthinkweshouldlimit

ourcontactfromnowon,onlycontactmewhenyou

needsomethingthatincludesthebaby,ifAyanda

findsoutaboutusimscrewedandsoareyou.

Goodnight



Iswitchoffmyphone,Ayandabetternotdo

anythingstupidwherevershe'sgoing.Istart

fresheningupsoIcanpassbythemallfirstbefore

headingtoEntle'shouse.

"Howissheholdingup?"Mymomaskmeassheis

busyinthekitchen.

"Eishmait'sbad,I'mjusttryingtobethereforher

andAjay"

"HowaboutyouinviteheroverforSundaylunch?I

wouldgotoherhousebutIalsodon'twantto

overcrowdherlikeYou,ifIdidn'tknowanybetterI'd

sayyoustillloveher"shesayswinkingatme

*sigh*"howcanInotma?she'sthemotherofmy

secondbornliterally,she'smoregroundedthan

before,independent,morebeautifulanddidyousee

herskin?owmawhydidn'tyoulockmeupuntilshe

comesback?ortellmeatleastthatyou'vebeenin

contactwithher?"



"KodwaSiyayouneverlistentome,Itoldyoushe's

agoodgirlandyoutookherforgranted,shewas

willingtocuthervacationshortuntilshesawthat

youmovedonwiththisAyandagirl,thesamegirl

youcheatedonherwithandhadherpickupyour

usedcondoms"*clickshertongue*"Iwashappyto

haveherasmydaughterinlaw,youknowiwas.In

ourcultureImnotsupposetoseeyourgirlfriends

onlyyourwife,butwhenyouintroducedmetoEntle

Icouldseeshe'stheoneforyou...i-"shestarted

crying

"Yazinletmegotomyroombeforeyouupsetme

more"

Seeingmymomlikethisjustbreaksmyheart,she

alwaysendsupcryingwhenwetalkingaboutEntle.

"She'srightyouknow?"IturnandIseeit'smy

brotherAshley,Godhelpmenow

"WeallloveEntlebutyoujusthadtomessitup,now

lookatyou"



"EvenifyoudecidetonotmarryAyanda,IhopeandI

wish..haiIpraythatEntledoesn'ttakeyouback"he

finallysaysandheadsout.Leavingmewitha

bowedhead,theringtoneofmyphonepullsme

back.

"Hello"Ianswerwithoutchecking

"Siya?i-it'sme..-"

"E-Entle?"IsayandIclearmythroatandwipemy

nose

"Areyouokay?Yousound..Yousoundasifyouwere

crying"shesoflysays

Iforgothowgoodthiswomanknowsme*shaking

myhead*

"Iwasjustmissingyou..Imeanyouguys"Isay

chuckling

Shechucklesmakingmyheartskipabeat,inthe

pastjusthearingherlaugh/chuckleoverthephone

mademydayandsurprisinglyitstillhasthateffect

onme,worseeven.

"Youknowwheremyhouseis,Iwantedtoaska



favor"sheshylysays

"Anything"Iquickysaymakinghergiggle.OhGod

there'sthatfeelingagain,Entlecamebackwithmuti

shameandIneedmore.WhatamIsaying?

"Um-i-Ineedyoutobuymesomethingonyourway

here,youarestillcomingright?"

"YesIam,tellmewhatyouneedandI'llbuyit,anew

houseeven"

"Stillfunny,Ineedbiltongprettypleasebutawhole

lotanditshouldincludefat"shesaysfast.I

chuckle,shestillhatesaskingsomeonetobuyher

things,somethingI'vealwaysadmiredabouther.

"Done,butonlyifyoumakemesomepickledfish"I

say

"HaiboSiyapickledfishisforEasterinApril

only,I'vetoldyouthatcountlesstimes"icanalready

seehershockingfacewithasmile

"PleaseEntle,Ialreadysawthatyouhavealotof

onionsandhakeinyourhouseyesterday,youknow

howmuchilovepickledfish"Iwhine



Sheloudlylaughs,makingmebeam.

"Youcheckedmycupboards?fineI'llmake

them,thatmeansyouneedtoaddmyfavouriteice

creamand2bottlesofmyfavouritewine"shesays

allhypedup

"Thatwasn'tpartofthedealMakaAjay"Isay

laughing

Thiswholeconversationmakesmyheartmelt.Just

afewdaysagoIthoughtshemightslipinto

depression,I'mguessinghersessionwentwell

today.Ilovehearingherlaughlilethis,Iwannaseeit

too.

"KodwaSiyayoucan'texpectmetoendureallthose

onionsmakingmecry"shesayssniffing

"Womanwhoareyoutryingtofool?webothknow

yourmomtaughtyouhowtocutonionswithout

themtearingupyoureyes"Isaywhilelaughing

Ihearherclickinghertongue,andIbetshejus



foldedherarmsandpoutedherjuicypinkand

brownlipswhichindicatedshe'stryingtoact

mad,it'scute.

"OkokhowaboutihelpyouwhenIarrive?"Isay

alreadyheadingoutthedoor

"Exactly"sheshouts

Heh?

"Pardon?exactlyWhat?"Iasktotallyconfused

"Iexactliedyou"sheshoutsagain

"YouareonesneakywomanMsKhoza"Isaywhile

holdingmynosebridge.Shesatatrapformeandi

fellforit,nowimgoingtobuyherstuffandhelp

makemyownpicklefish*shakingmyhead*

Shelaughsontheothersideofthephone

"ByeJamadon'tforgetmywine"

"Wait,stilltheusualordoyounowhaveroyalty

tastebuds?"Iask

"Theusual,cheapwinekicksquickeryouknow"she

says



Ibidgoodbyebeforecuttingthecall.I'mhappy.

AsI'mdrivingireceiveacallfrommyfriendVuyo.

"EytaSiya"

"YeaVee,what'sup?"

"Yo,theboyswanttogoout,areyougame?"

"Uhno,unfortunatelynottonightboyza"Isay

"Haibobra,wehaven'tchilledtogetherinagesit's

Friday,let'sgooutandenjoyourselves"

"Veethelasttimeiwentoutwithy'all,Iendedup

cheating,sonothanksAndgoodbye,maybeyoucan

cometomyhouseonSunday..mymomhasthis

lunchthinggoingon"IsayasifinallyparkInfrontof

themall

"Whateverman,aytI'llbethere"

InsidePicknPayiendupbuyingunnecessarystuff.

IbuysomeboozeformeandJasonaswell.Ienter

identityasIseematchingt-shirtsformeandAjay,I



wouldbuyEntleonetoobutthat'sabitofastretch.

AsIuproachtheyardIseethere'sanothercar

parkedinthedriveway.Entlehasguests?Iwonder.

Ienterthehouseandgostraighttothekitchen

whereiplacedthestuffIbought.Ienterthelounge

andthere'saguysittingnexttoEntleandhehas

herheadonherlap.Wtfwho'sthis?Jasonisjust

sittingtherelookingatthem.

"Entle?"Icallout

SheliftsupherheadandIseeherpuffyeyesand

redswollennose.

"What'swrong?whomadeyoucry?"IaskasI

hurriedtoher

Sheshakesherhead"theyfoundthem"shesays

andsniffs

"Who'sthey?whodidtheyfind?"I'mlost

"Theme-menwhohadthe-irw-waywithme"she

finallysaysandbreaksdown



Isitbesideherwhileshushingher,shebegan

feelingheavyandiknewsheasleepsoItookherto

herbedroom.

IcamebackandIseethesetwofoolsinthebags

eatingthebiltongIboughtforEntle.

"Areyouguysnuts???!!thoseareEntle'sbiltong"i

sayrunningtothemandsnatchingthebiltongout

theirhands.

"Cananyonetellmewhat'sgoingonAndwhoare

You?"Directedtothenewguy

"NotthatyouneedtoknowbutI'mMike"ohsohe's

Mike,Ihopehe'snotEntle'sboyfriend

"AndI'mherebecauseI,wellafriendcapturedthe

boysthathadtheirwaywithEntle,theyrecently

confessedthattheyweresentbysomeone,tosend

amessage"hesaysstillbusylookingthroughthe

bags

"Andwhyaren'ttheydeadyet?"IaskandIsee



Jasonlookingatmeinshock

"Don'tlookatmelikethatJay,I'mnotasweakas

youbecauseyourlowlifeexisstillontheloose"

Mikechucklesandsays"trustmeyouareasweak

astheycancomebro"

"Andhowdoyouknowaboutmyex?"Jasonasks

"YoubarelyknowmeMikeike,Andeveryonewho

needstoknowaboutyourexknows"

Jasonjusshakeshishead

"ToansweryourquestionSiya,theyain'tdeadyet

becauseIwantEntletohandlethem"hesays

"YouareoutofyourGoddamnmind,thatwill

traumatizehermore"Isayshocking

MiketakesoutthewhiskyIboughtandtakesout3

cups"YouhavenoideawhoEntleis"hesayswhile

pouring

"Entlewouldn'thurtafly,wellunlessshe'sprovoked

butshe'sneverbrutal,shemightforgivethoseguys"



Isay

Mikelaughs"you'llseewhenthetimecomes"and

hesipshisliquor

Msdevilliersjustreturnedwithmybaby.

ApparentlyEntledecidedit'sbestiftheywentto

boardingschool,shemanagedtoconvinceMsde

villierswhenshementionedhowit'llinfluencethem

academicallyinapositiveway.

{Entle}

IwakeupasIseeI'munderthecovers.WhatMike

toldmeearlieroncameasashocker,butwhoamI

kidding?Ibeenwantingtogetmyhandsonthese

guysforawhilenow.Whenthetimeisright,I'llgo

seethem.

[14]

1WEEKLATER



It'sbeenaweeksinceMikedroppedthebombon

me.Howamitakingthings?daybyday,afterallmy

babyistheonlythingthatkeepsmegoing.I

recentlyenrolledhimintoacreche,it'sonlybeen

day2andI'malreadyfeelingthevoid.

Therapywise?I'mapsychologistbutIneverknew

thatIhadsomanythingsbottledupinsideofme.

ThemanthatwasassignedtobemytherapistMr

Jansenandheisreallygood,hemademerealise

thatevenaftersomanyyearsIstillhaven'thealed

fromeverythingSiyadidtome.

HefeelsthatthereasonwhyI'msoeagertomove

pasttherapesagaisbecauseI'musedtosweeping

stuffundertherugwhichiswrongbecauseIneed

tovent,cryandheal.

HecameupwiththisstupidideaofSiyajoiningme

onournextsession,ButIguessItain'tabadideaso

I'llthinkaboutit.



Jasonhasbeenactingweirdthesepastfewdays.

Heusuallydrivesaroundwhenhedropsmeoffbut

herecentlywantedtoseewhomytherapistisand

afterthat?Hisoverprotectivenaturehasbecome

waymore.HenowwaitsinthecaroroutsideMr

Jansensoffice.I'mpayinghimgoodSoithinkit's

timeforhimtoeithermovebackorfindan

apartmentbecauseItooNeedmyspace,hismom

andsister'smovedbackhomelastweekandI'm

happyimeantheyweren'tmeanttostayatmy

houseinthefirstplace,atleastnotthatlong.

WhatmakesmemoremadisthatJasonwantsto

dictatewhatIshouldwearwhengoingtoworkor

attendtherapyandthat'sjusnoton.

Ifthisbehaviourdon'tstopI'llhavetofirehim.

I'monmywayoutofmyofficesinceimdonefor

theday.IpassthefoyerandIseeagroupof

workersgatheredtogether,Notmybusinessuntil

someonegiggledwhenIpassedanditmademe

stopandturnaround



"Mindsharingthejoke?"Iask

Thegirlwhogavemeattitudeonthefirstdaywhom

IlearntwasnamedLizzydecidetoclearherthroat

"Soawholeyoucouldn'tkeepaguylikeSiya?Ibet

heleftyouhenceyougotpregnanttokeephimat

bayright?Imeanamonthbeforetheguyhastoget

marriedyoujustcameoutofnowherewithakidhe

knowsnothingabout,Youtrappedhimandit'ssuch

acoincidencethatheshiftedtheweddingamonth

backwhenyoucameintothepicture.Idon'tblame

You,I'dtrapSiyawithababytooImeanlookhow

loadedheisandthat'swhyyoufellpregnant

right?tobethegolddiggerthatyouare"shesaysa

mouthfulandherdumbassfriendsarebusy

cheeringheron.

Thisgirldoesn'tknowme,Iendeduplaughingfora

longtimeandmyfacewentstraightinaninstant

"Hunny"IsayandIwalkcloser

"Youareonefunnykidyouknowthat?"Isaywhile

takingafewhairstrandsoutofherface



"Youreallyfunny"Isayandgiveherafewtapson

thecheekbeforeleaving

"Andyoustillagolddigger"sheshouts

AsusualJasoniswaitinginthecar.Ididn'thave

timetochattohimBecauseI'mprettymadabout

whatthatgirlsaid.It'sThursdaytodaysoAjays

fatherispickinghimupatthecreche.

AssoonasheparksthecarIheadout,Notwaiting

onhimtoopenupthedoorforme.

Iheadtomyroomtofreshenup,afterIwasdoneI

decidedtostartwithdinner.Nothingfancy.Msde

villiersisn'thereanyonesoit'sjusme,Jason,Mike

sinceheclaimshewon'tleaveuntilIdowhatneeds

tobedone,sometimesSiyajoinsusfordinnerandI

knowhe'lljointodaybecausehe'sfetchinghisson.

DespitewhathappenedatworkIfeelgood,Idon't

knowwhybutijustdo

Everyoneishereasusual,Idishedupbutthemen



wantedtositintheloungesoIletthemonlyifthey

don'tcreateamess.

Aftereveryonewasdoneeatingtheydecidedto

chillwithafewbeerswhilewatchingsoccer.Iretire

tomybed,theguysdidn'thaveaproblemwithit

sincemyhealthcomesfirst.WhileIwasgoing

throughthepapersMrMerkensentmeanidea

poppedintomymindandiwalkintomycloset,what

towear?Black?notoocliche.Itakeoutmyskin

tightroyalbluebodysuitwithmatchingleather

pants,fitsmybodylikeaglove.Shoes?velvetRoyal

bluepencilheels.

SinceI'mnotamakeuppersonioptedforVaseline

onmylips.Iflat-ironmyhairandtiedthemupatthe

back.Notahairstrandoutofplace.

Iwalkout,andtheonlythingonecanhearisthe

guysmakingnoseprobablyaboutsport.Ienterthe

loungeandeveryoneisquiet,IseeAjaypassedout



withabottleinhismouth,perfect.

"MyanswerisyesMike"Ilookathim

Allthreeofthemarestarringatme.

Iclickmyfingersinfrontofthem

"WhatisWrongwithyouguys?"Iask

TheysnapoutofitandSiyajumpsupfirst

"Whatareyoudoingoutofbednana?areyou

ok?Youlook...wowbtw"hesayswantingtoholdme

andiswathishandsawayfromme

"I'mperfectlyfinethankyouSiyaandthankyou.

Mike?"

"Ibeenwaitingonthis,we'rejustwaitingonyou"he

saystakingasipofhisHeineken.Sies

"Whereareyougoingdressedlikethat?"Jason

asksflat.Therehegoesagain?

Igotothekitchentogetaglassofwine

"What'swrongwithmyclothesJason?"Iask

lookingatmyselfandtakingaliltwirl,Hefollowed

me.



BeforeIcouldfinishmytwirlhesternlygrabbedmy

armandIflinch.

"Youcan'tgooutlikethis,Youlooklikeahoe"he

sayssqueezingmyarmmore.

TfisWrongwithJason?

"Jasonyouarehurtingme"IsayasItrytowiggle

myselfoutofhisgripwhenhepushedmeagainst

thewallhard.What'swrongwithJason??

OutofnowhereMikecameandtackledhim,had

himpinnedonthegroundbeatinghimup.

ItriedstandingupbutIwasalittlelightheadedand

Siyacamerunningtoseewhat'shappeningand

sawthestateiminandcametohelpmeup.

"AreyouokayEntle?"Heaskswithpureconcernon

hisface.

InodasIseeJasonisout,whatjusthappened?.

"Hehadnoright"Mikesaysandkickshim



more,makingJasongroaninpain.Helooksmessed

up.

"Takehimtohisroompleaseguys"Isay

AndbothofthemlookatmelikeIjustgrewtwo

horns

"DidyouseethatEntle?thatwasthefirstsignof

Jasonbecomingobsessedwithyou.Iknewhehas

feelingsforyouButthisisjustmessedup,youneed

tofirehim."Siyashouts

"What?noJasonisnotobsessedwithme,maybe

he'sjustmadplusweonlyhadonekiss"

"OneWhat?youtellingmeyoukissedthisidiot?"

NowSiyaisattackingme*sigh*

"Stopwiththeyelling,Entlearewestilldoing

this?becausemybloodisstillwarm"Mikesayswith

aboredtonealreadypickingupJason

"Hellyeaweare,Butmybabyishere"Isaysulking

"Siyacanbabysitwewon'tbelong"mikesays

comingback

"Excuseme?I'mnotstayingherealone,I'mnot



happywiththisButhowboutwetakeAjay

with?Doesthisplaceofyourshavearoomwhere

Ajaycanbeinandnotseehismothernoryour

goonsohandIdon'twanthimtowakeuptoany

noiseeither"Siyaloveshissonshame.

"I'mnotananimalSiyaSorelaxandlet'sgo"Mike

says

Imake2morebottlesforAjaybeforeweleave

whilehisdadpackshisbag.

Wedecidetodriveinonecar,Mikebeingthedriver.

I'mstartingtothinkthisguyisgoingtokidnapus

becausewe'vebeenontheroadfor1hournowand

thehouseskeepsongettinglessjustlikethestreet

lights.

Heentersthisgravelroadandwedrivefor10more

minutesbeforewestopatthishugewall/gatething.

Outofnowhere2buffguyscametothecar,outof

everyoneSiyaistheonetoreactonitmakingus



laughandmysonwakingupcranky.Igivehimhis

bottleandhe'squietagain.

SoonthegateopensandMikedrivesin.Iwantto

screamwhenIseethehousebecausewow.

Thishouseisincredible.

"MikeIneedtolayAjaydown,anywhereIcanplace

himandhe'llbesave?"Siyasays

"EverywhereInthishouseissave,ifit'llmakeyou

feelbetter,here'sababymonitor,placeAjayinany

room."Mikesayswhileleadingusdownthislong

hallandgoingdownwithstairsagain.Allthisgives

mesuchanadrenalinrushIlikeit.

{Ayanda}

Ibeengoingoutdrinkingforthepast2weeks.

TonightisdifferentbecauseIseeSiya'sgangis

heretoo.Idecidedtositwiththem,Vuyothebest

friendwelcomesmewithopenarms.

We'redrinkingthenightawayandVuyois



becomingtouchy,feltgood.Maybeit'stheliquor.

It'spastmidnightandVuyodecidedtotakeme

home.Whenweenteredhedecidedtokissmeout

oftheblue,SiyaisprobablyfuckingEntlesoImight

aswelluseVuyoforthenight.

[15]

Wecametoastopinfrontofthismetaldoor,Mike

lookedupatwhatlookedlikeacameraandthedoor

opened(cool).AsweenteredifeltSiyaholdingmy

waist*shakingmyhead*IlookaroundandIseea

lotofpeoplejustmindingtheirown

business,drinkingandsmokingsomearebusy

sortingoutweed.

Wewalkpastthem,it'squietsoit'sonlymyheels

that'smakingnoisemakingeveryonestopwhat

theyaredoing.

"Where'sFranco?"Mikeaskswithsomuch

authorityitevensoundssexy(HaiboEntlesies



containyourself)myinnervoicesays

"YouaremakingnoiseMike"saysavoicebehind

us,asweturnaroundIseethethistallbeautiful

man.(menain'tbeautifulEntle)thisgirliskillingmy

vibe.

"Andwhoisthis"hesayscomingtowardsusand

takingmyhand

"That'sEntleIwastellingyouaboutandhandsoff"

Mikesaysnowbehindme

IseeSiyainthecorneronthephone.

"Youdidn'ttellmeshe'sthisbeautiful"Francosays

stillholdingmyhand

"Thiswaymylady"hesaysleadingmetoanother

roomdownthehall

It'squitechillyhere.

Heopensthedoorandswitchonthelights.Isee3

guyschainedup,smellsbadtoo.



"Wakeup,thisisnotahotel!"Francoyells

"Ihopeyou'llmakemynightMsEntle"Francosays

lookingatmesmiling

ThedooropensandSiyaenters.HimandFranco

exchangenoddes

"Somydearlady,thefloorisyours"Francosaysand

hepullsachaircloserandSitsonit

"Youdon'thavetodothisEntle"Siyasays

"Ohnobutshedoes,sheneedstodoThis,youfeel

therushrightEntle?Thesamefeelingyouhadback

inBelgium?itwasgreatwasn'tIt?AndasalwaysIm

righthere"Mikesays

InodandsmileasIwalkclosertotheguyswhohas

nowstoodup,theylookuntouched.

"YougotballsIsee,doyourbest"saysoneofthem

andmyattentionisonhim.It'sHim,hewasthe

mainonegivingoutorders.

"Yourememberme?Andohyourcoochiefelt

amazingdamn,ItwaslikeIwasbreakingyour



virginity"hesayssmiling

IwaltstowardshimandIclosethespacebetween

us.

"Youmeanthatcarrotofyours?"Islowlysaywhile

trailingmyfingertipsalloverhim

"Younotincontrolhere,Andbytheendoftonight

you'llconfess,Ipromiseyouyou'llconfess"I

whisperinhisear,Iturnandlookattheguy's

"Keephimforlast"Isay

Themasterisnowtiedupinacorner.I'mleftwith

theseother2

"I'maveryniceperson,doyouguysknowme?"Iask

OutofthecornerofmyeyeIsee2peopleentering

wheelingsomethinginthatlookslikeatable.

Bothofthemshaketheirheads

"Howaboutyouguysco-operatethenIletyouguys

go?"Isay

"Theydon'tknowsh*t,I'mtheirmaster!"theso



calledmastershoutsoutofthecorner

"That'sapitty"Isaylookingatthem

IlookattheoneonmyrightandIgivehimaslap

thatstungmyhand.Makingtheguysattheback

chant.

"Youareasickbastard,mysoncould'vebeen

presentthatday,fuckthat,FrancoIneedabat."

Francosignalssomeoneandabatwasgiventome

Iletlooseandswayedthebattohisstomach

makinghimcrouchinpain.Iaimeditathisback

andstartedhittinghimcountlesstimesonhisback

untilhewasdown.Ithrewthebatacrosstheroom

andstartedkickinghiminhisface.Hewaslosing

alotofbloodwhichmademesmile,Istoppedand

lookedathim.Iliftedupmyfootandsteppedonhis

skullhard,Andmyheelwentrightthroughhishead

makingthebloodoozeout.Theguyswerestunned.

Itriedwigglingmyshoeoutofhishead,Makinghis

headmakemorecrackingsoundsitdidn'tbudgeso



Iunstrapedtheshoeandtookmyfootout.This

shoecostsalotI'mnotgoingleaveitinsome

randomhead,Icrouchdowntohislevelandpulled

outtheheelwithforcemakingbloodgushout

more,somenearlywentintomymouth(eww).

Istandupandlaugh,Theguysarelookingatmelike

imcrazy.Iwearmyshoeagainstilllaughing

"Janehthatwasnice"isay

"Indeeditwas,marrymeplease"Francosays

standingupamused

"Nooneismarryingnoone,Entlehowareyou

feelingnow?"Siyasays

"ThatwasjusthebegginingbutnoI'mnothaving

funyet,Ijustneedtogetridofthisonethenthereal

funbegins"Isaylookingattheonethat'stiedup

andheisjustlookingatme.

"IlikeherMike,whatarewewaitingforNEXT"he

yellsbeforetakinghisseatagain

"DoyouneedsomethingtodrinkEntle?"Siyaasks



"No,maybeafterwardsbutnotnow"Mikesays

lookingatmeasifhecanReadmymind

IsmileandIshakemyhead

"It'sokSiyabutIdoneedsomethingtoeat"Isayas

itakeaseatnexttoFranco.

"Iwantsomefranksausages,doy'allhavesome?"

"WenotanimalsEntle"Francosays

Soonagirlcomeswithabowlfilledwiththem,she

takesthemtoFrancoandIextendmyhandtotake

asausageandshepullsthebowlaway

"KeepyourdirtyhandsoutofDangersfood"haibo

girlit'sforme

"Butit'sminenjewhat'syourproblem?"Iask

"Dangerordere-"

"Heordereditforme"Icutheroff

Shelooksathimandplacethebowlonthetable

infrontofus.



Itakeafewandeatthem,IloveFranksausages

damn.

Franco/Dangerordersomeonetounchainthenext

guywho'salreadycryingandmumblingsorries.

"Ohcomeonnow,youdidn'tstopwhenIcriednow

didYou?"

"I'mnotgonwastemyenergyonyouboysolet's

getthisoveranddonewith"

Thesocalledmasterstartsshoutinginthecorner

"Pleasedon't,I'lldoanythingyouwantjustlethim

goplease!"Nowthisisinteresting

"IjustwantonethingthenI'llletyougo"Isay

walkingtohim

"Ican'ttellyouthenamebutit'sashe"hesays

Ilaugh"Youtookordersfromawomantorape

anotherwoman?HowdisgustingisThat?"Iask

"Please,ifIdidn'tdoitshewasgoingtoexposeme

andiwasgoingtobesenttojailforsure"



"Whynotexposeher?Andwhyme?"

"Expo-exposeher?Yougotjokes,shehasmoneyand

herdadwon'tallowthat,sheclaimsyoucan'tstay

awayfromhermansosheneededtoteachyoua

lesson"

"Herman?"Waitasecond

TheonlymenI'vebeenclosetoisSiya,Jasonand

Mike.

Idon'tknowMike'swomanbutshewouldn'tbeable

todosuchthingssinceshe'salwaysunderhis

supervision,IrememberinBelgiumshewould

complainthatMikeisalwaysaroundme,butidon't

thinkherjealousywouldbethisdeepno.

Ayanda?Butsheshouldknowbynowthattheonly

thingthatconnectsmeandSiyaisAjayandIdon't

evenwanthim,ifshedidthisthenimgoingtokill

herSiyahastoforgiveme.

Holdup,Jazlin?buthow?butno,howdoessheknow

theseguys?sheisaracist.(Youkissedherman

infrontofherduhh)cursethisinnervoice.



"What'swrongEntle?"Mikeasks

"IshernameJazlin?"Iasktheguy

Heshakeshisheadno

Igasp

"It'sayandaright?"Helooksaway

"Thatbitch,I'MGOINGTOKILLHER!!"iscream

"Entlewhat'swrongwho'sAyanda?"Mikeask

concernedandtriestotouchme

"DON'TTOUCHME,THISISALLHISFAULT"Isay

pointingatSiyawho'snowconfused

"Ihateyousomuch,Inevershould'vecamebackto

southAfrica"IsaywhilewalkingtowardsSiyaand

hebacksaway.

Istartedhittinghimonhischestandheheldmy

hands

"Entlestop,whatdidIdo?"

IfelldownbuthestillheldmeasIstartedcrying.



"WhydidyoumoveonSiya?whydidn'tyouwaitfor

me?Ihadhopesthatyou'dwaitforme"Isaywhile

crying

"Thisisallyourfault"Iwhisper

"Entleimsorryforwhathappenedinthepast,ifonly

youknowhowmuchistillloveyou,butthat'sastory

foranotherday.Nowtellmewhatisgoingon,what

ismyfault?"Hesayssoftly

"Evenifitellyou,youwouldn'tbelieveme"isay

sniffing

"I'mworriedaboutyou,talktome"hesaysliftingup

myface

"Yourfianceistheonewhosentthemtorapeme"I

say

Hisbodystiffedup

"Ayanda?She'snotcapableofdoingsuchthings"

Siyasays

"WhoisthisAyandayouguysspeakabout?"Franco

asks



IstandupandIgrabthegunonthepedestaland

shottheoneguyonhisforehead.Theguyinthe

cornerscreamsandstartsswearingme

"Youb*itch,Itoldyouwhatyouwantedsoyoucan

lethimgo!"Hesays

"Sothatyoucangorapesomeoneelsetoo?Idon't

makedealswithfilthyanimalslikeyou"Isay

"MikeineedAyandaherebytomorrownight"Isay

whilepassinghim.

IneedAyandaheresoshecanseewhatI'lldoto

herapprentice.Whodoesthattoanotherwoman?I

needtorest,Ihadtoomuchexcitementfortheday.

Siyaisstillzonedoutthroughouttheride,Idon't

havetimetonursehim.Ifhedoesn'tbelieveme

we'llseetomorrownighthowshe'llreactwhenshe

seesherlittlegoons.

{Siya}



Ihaven'tsaidawordtoEntle,I'mashamed,Iknow

AyandaiscapableofmanythingsButnotsending

peopletorapeanotherwoman,especiallyifihaven't

eventouchedEntle.Sheruinedacoupleoflives

becauseofsomegirlsIsleptwithinthepast.This

timesheoversteppedherboundaries.Entleis

right,whatIfIdidn'tcomeandfetchAjaythatnight?

NoI'mdonewithEntle,forgoodthistimeIdon't

careifweweregoingtogetmarriedinamonths

time.

MikedroppedmeoffatmyapartmentandwhenI

enteredIdecidedtocallAyanda.Herphonewas

off,sheshould'vebeenbackbynowfrom

clubbing,anotherreasonwhyweshouldn'tget

married.I'lldrivetoherhouseinthemorning,I

swearmymomwouldrejoicerightnow*chuckle*.

{Ayanda}

WhenIwokeupallthememoriesfromlastnight

camecrushingdown.I'mindeepsh*t,Siyawill



definitelyleavemeifheeverfindsoutaboutthis.I

looktomyrightandIseeVuyosnoring,this

idiot..howcanhesleepwithhisbestfriends

fiance?heshouldbeashamedofhimself.

Iwakehimup

"Vuyo!wakeup!"Ishakehim

Hedidn'tbudge,Istandupandcheckmyphoneand

IseealotofmissedcallsfromSiyaandmyheart

startedbeatingoutofmychest.

"Vuyowakeup!!Siyaiscominghere!"Ishout

"Ayayoumakingnoisemarn,andwhydoyoucare

aboutSiyafindinguslikethisanyways.Meandyou

bothknowyouwantmeandiwantyousolet's

makethingseasyonthebothofus"hesays

standingup

"UyahlanyaVuyo(youarecrazy)Iwon'tletyouruin

mylifelikethis,getupplease"

"FineI'llleave,butonlyifyoupromisethatwe'llnot

stopdoingthis"hesaysbreathingclosetomyear



makingmewet

Inodashestartsrubbingmyvagina,Itrytoprotest

buthegivesmeadeepkissmakingmemoan.

"Tellmetostop"hesays

"Plea-pleasedon'tstopVee"Isayoutofbreath

Heliftsmeupinaninstantmakingmeyelp,Vuyo

mightnotbey'allbuthehasincrediblemuscles.He

takesdownhisboxersashishardmemberteases

myvagina,herubbesthetiponmyentranceafew

times

"Wantmetostop"heasks

"Justhurryupplease"Isay

HeslidesintomyvaginaandIhissinpainsincehe

workedmegoodlastnight.

Hestopswhenhe'sfullyinandstartsgoinginand

outofmeslowlymakingmyheadrestonhis

shoulders.Heholdsmylegswithbothhisarmsand

startspenetratingmeinmidairmakingmelosemy

breath.Hebeganpoundingmewithafastpaseand



Ihearhimgroanindicatinghe'sclose,heliftsmy

legsandplacethemonhisshoulderswhileihold

hisneck

"Fuuucckk"hegroansintomyneckmakingmy

vaginatwitch

HekeptpoundingmetillIlostitandcoatedhis

memberwithmyjuices.Thesightmadehimcurse

somemore,soonIfelthisbodystiffenandhisgrib

onmyassgotstrongerashefilledmewithhisload.

Wetookashowertogetherandhadaquicksession

theretoo.WhenhewasgoneIdecidedtocleanup

astiredasIwasIhadtocleanbeforeSiyacomes.

Inlessthan30minsIwasdoneandIdecidedto

sleep.

[16]

{Minentle}

MorningcameandIwaswokenupbyafaintknock



onmydoor

"Maaaa!"Ohmy,thiskidisupearly,Ibetteropenup

forhimbeforehegetsmoremad*chuckle*

Iopenmydoorandthereheislookingcuteinhis

onesiewithhisbottle.Ipickhimupsoandtakehim

tomybedsowecangetsomemoresleep.I

switchedonthetvforhimsohewon'tbotherme

becauseIknowhewouldn'twanttosleepsome

more.

Anhourpassedandmyalarmwentoff.Ajayis

sleepingnexttomethankGod,nowIcangetready

forworkinpeace.Iwonderwherethatpsycho

Jasonis,maybeSiyawasrightabouthimbeing

obsessed,maybethere'sareasonbeinghis

behaviour.

TodayIoptedforabellowthekneeblackskirt,my

blacklongsleevedpolo-neckandredbottoms.Igo

throughmyjelwerycollectionandIfindmy

AmsterdamDiamond,alsoknownasablack

diamond,ithasapearshapeandhas145facets.



Myauntboughtitatanauctionyearsbackfor

$US352,000andthatwasthehighestpricepaidfor

ablackdiamond.Sheattatchedittoanecklace

stringandgiftedittome.

Ilookedatthenecklaceandworeit,thisneckof

mineisveryexpensivetoday.IwalkoutandAjayis

awakewithhislegsintheair,itakehimandgethim

readyforcrecheandunlikeothermorningsthere's

nostrugglewithhim.

Ilethimwalkbecausenohe'sheavyshame.Ienter

thekitchenandIseeJasonissittingtherewithan

icepackonhisface.Ipasshimandboilmyself

somewaterformycoffeewhileiprepareporridge

forAjay.OutofthecornerofmyeyeIseeJason

lookingatme.

"Entle"Jasonwhispers

"Entleimsorry...i-ididn'tknowwhatcameoverme

lastnight..imreallysorryEntle"hesays

Idon'tturnaroundasyet"Youknowwhat

Jason?I'vebeentoonicetoYou,Youbecametoo



comfortablearoundmewhistelimyourboss.Noi

blamemyselfforthis-"

"NothisisnotyourfaultEntle-"Icuthim

"Shutupwhenimtalking!Italkandyoulisten.That

kissmeantnothing,Ididyouafavorthatnight

becauseyourstupidexwasbusyembarrassingyou.

Thatstuntyoupulledlastnightcostyouyourjob"I

sayandturnaround

Hiseyesshootsopeninshock"NopleaseEntleI

needthemoneyplease,I'msorrypleasedon'tfire

meIbegyou"hesaysgoingonhisknees.

"I'magoodpersonJasonbutpeoplelikeyoupush

peoplelikeme,Youhaveenoughmoneytoeither

moveintoanapartmentorgobacktoyourmothers

house"IturnagainasIpourwaterinmymugand

giveAjayhisbowl.

"MeanwhileI'llhelpyoulookforajob,Isawthatyou

obtainedadegreeinbusiness,evenifihada

businesshereinSAIwouldn'twantyouanywhere

nearme.Soisuggestyoupackyourbagstoday



becauseIwantyououttoady"IsayasIwipeAjay

andtakemybagreadytoleave.

SinceAjaythinksandfeelshe'snowabigguyhe

doesn'twanttobestrappedinanymore.Ilethimsit

atthebackbecausehe'llpusheverybuttonifhe

sitsatthefront.Hisdaycareisonmywaytowork

whichisgood,asusualthemom'satthedaycare

wouldjustlookatmewhenidropoffAjayforsome

reason.

IlookatmywatchasIseeifidon'tgettoworkin

lessthan20minsI'llbelate.Irushtomycarand

driveoff,Ican'tevenenjoytherestofmycoffee

*sulk*.

AsIenteredthebuildingIseeeveryonelookingat

methismorningandthatdevilLizzylookingatme

withasmirk.Iwalktothefrontdeskasineedto

signineverydayandshe'smakingitadragforme.

"Wonderfulmorningain'titEntle?"Shesayswhile

handingmethetablet



"Idon'tknow,YoutellmeElizabeth"iemphasiseher

fullnamemakingherturnreadbecauseeveryone

knowsshehatesthatname.

"Youshouldcheckyourphoneforonce"shesays

andmakesabubblewithherbubblegum,isn'tthat

againstthehospital'spolicy?

Iwalkawaytowardsthelift.

"Havealovelyday!"Sheshouts

Whatissheonabout?

WhenIgottomyofficeandtheenvironment

relaxedmeinstantly.Iwentthrough

Myscedualandsawthatihavemyveryfirstclient

sinceMonikadoesn'twanttomovedowntoSAI

hadtolethergo.

Iwasstillreadingthoughmyclientsfilewhenit

showedthatshecanceledhersessioninherreason

itstatesthatshecan'tbeinthesameroomwitha

hypocritewomanwithnomoralsatall.Thiscame



asashocker,soonmyphonestartedbuzzing

includingmytelephone.

IcheckoutmyphoneandIseethere'savideoof

metrendingonsocialmedia.It'syesterday'sevent's

hereatthehospitalwhenLizzysaidallthoselies

aboutme.

IcheckoutthecommentsandIseealotofwomen

bashingmeandcallingmeahypocrite.

"Haibo"Isayasiscrolldownfurther

Someweresayingthey'dtoowouldtrapaguylike

Siyawithababy.Thisisjustdisgusting,IcallSiya

thatinstantandhepicksupimmediately

"Ifeellikeyousawthevideotoo"hesaysassoon

asheanswers

"Thisisnotasocialcall,sincethisisyourfaultI

suggestyoubookaconference,goliveandtellthe

worldwhathappened,thisisnotmywarbecause

I'minnocent,thisisbadpublicityformeandkeep

yourfianceinherlanebecuaseshe'smakingthings



worse.Ifyoucanmanagethiswe'lltalk."

"Ialreadygotitcoverednana,I'llfixeverythingi

promise"

Icutthecallandsoonsomeoneknockedonmy

doorandtheycamein.It'samalewearingasuitoh

it'sTheebossandownerofthehospitalIm

probablyindeepsh*t.

"MorningMsKhoza"hesays

"MorningMr..."Ikeeponforgettinghissurname

sincewedon'tinteractthatmuch.

"MrO'Brien"hesayssmilingatme

"YesMrO'Brien,IhopeI'mnotfiredaboutthewhole

ordealSir.Whathappenedyesterdaywasreallynot

myfault"Idefendmyself

"RelaxMsKhoza,IjuscamebytocheckuponYou,I

knowallmyemployeesexceptyou"hesayssitting

downsmilingatme.Herecomestrouble.

{Ayanda}



AspredictedSiyaisatmydoorStepthismorning.I

openupforhimandhelooksassexyasever.

"Morninglove"Isayandfakeayawn

Hedoesn'treplyButentersmyapartmentinstead

andstartlookingaround.

"Whydidn'tyouansweryourphonewhenIcalled

lastnight?"Heasks

"Iwasprobablyasleep,haven'tevencheckedmy

phoneyet,I'msorry"

Henodes

"Iactuallycameheretotalk"hesaysbuthekept

checkinghisphone

"Wantmetoorderbreakfastsolong?"Iask

Hisphoneringsandanswersitinaninstantnot

evenansweringmefirst.

HewenttotheloungeandIfollowedhimasI

listenedtotheconvohehadonthephone.



"Ifeellikeyousawthevideotoo"hesays

Whatvideo??

Itookmyphoneoutofmypocketandswitchedit

on.Messagescamefloodingin,avideoofEntle

trending?IsmiledasIseethenegativecomments

andIjumpedintoo,makingthepeoplepittyme.

Iwasstillbusyonmyphonewhenitgotsnatched

outofmyhandbySiya.Whendidhefinishhiscall?

HescrollsthroughmyphoneandIseehimgetting

angry

"DoyoueverthinkaboutotherpeopleWhenyoudo

something?"HeaskandIdon'tanswer

"Ihaveasonoutthereandhecouldbeaffected

becauseofthis,Youkeeponshowingmeyounot

readytobemywife,I'mcallingtheweddingoffAndi

wantmyengagementringtoo"hesays

Myeyesjumpoutoftheirsockets

"WHAT?!NOSiyayoucan'tdothat,I'msorryitwon't

happenagain,IpromiseI'llstartactinglikeawife

towardsyoupleasejustdon'tcalloffthewedding,I



loveyouSiyaplease"Imclosetotearshecan't

leaveme.

"Ayandaplease,maybewecouldgoforcounseling

butIcan'tbewithyourightnow,IneedspaceandI

needtogo"hesaysandleaves

Siyaiscrazyimnotgoingtolethimgoandneither

amIgoingtolethimcanclethewedding.Thisisall

thatEntle'sfault,maybeIneedtotalktoherwoman

towoman.

{Siya}

Callingaconferencecallwasn'tthathardbecause

peoplewerewaitingtohearmysideofthestory.

I'vealwayshidawayfrommymistakes,I'mdoing

thisformysonandEntle.Iowethemthismuchand

more.

IdecidedthatitshouldbeheldinfrontofEntle's

workplace,Iknowshedoesn'twanttobeinvolved



withanyofthisbutIwanttoshowherhowsorryi

amforalwaysbringingtroubletowardsher.

There'salotofreporters,camerasflashingand

newschannels.Okthatwasnotnecessarybutu

guessbecausebothofmeandEntleareabigthing

onsocialmedia,Noonecanwithstanddramalike

thesepeople.

"I'msureallofyouknowwhyyou'rehereandI'm

heretoclearallconfusion"Isay

"MrJamaisittruethatEntleisthemotherofyour

sonwhoisalsoyourfirstborn?"Onejournalist

screams

"YesitistrueandIcouldn'thaveaskedforabetter

motherformysonotherthanEntle"Isaywithpride

Thecrowdroarsassomewritedown.

"IsMsKhozareallyagolddiggeranddidshetrap

youwithababy?"Anotherreporterasks

"TrustmeicanassureyouMsKhozaisnotagold



digger,she'sthemostindependentwomanI've

cameacrosswithandnoshedidnottrapmewitha

babybecauseshewasonthevergeofleaving

me,sheonlyfoundoutShewaspregnantwhenshe

wasoverseas"

"IhearyouMrSiya,mayIaskwhysheleftYou?"The

samereporterask

Iclearmythroat"I'mnotproudofthisbutsheleft

becauseIwasunfaitfultoher"Isaybowingmy

headinshame

"SotheaccusationsagainstMsKhozaisfalse?"

"YouneedhelpIfyouthinkit'strue,eversinceEntle

camebacktoSouthAfricawe'veonlyseeneach

otherWhenitconcernedoursonsoIsuggestyou

peoplestopfeelingsorryforAyandabecause

there'snothinggoingonbetweenmeandEntle.The

personwhouploadedthisvideodiditforcloutand

forthattheculpritshallbefacingchargers.Thank

youforcoming"

"WaitMrJama..DoyoustillloveMsKhoza"ayoung

blondereporterasksmakingeveryonegoquiet



Ichuckle,"That'sabitpersonalbutI'velearntfrom

mypastmistakestoneverhide,sotoansweryour

question...YesIdoandIalwayswill"isaylooking

straightintooneofthecamera's

"Nowifyou'llexcusemeIneedtobesomewhere"I

sayasigodownthestepsandsecuritymakeway

forme.

IhopeEntlecanbreathnow.

{Minentle}

Iwatchthenewswithglassyeyes,allIeverwanted

washimtoadmithiswrongdoings,butthisstill

don'tmeananything.

IaskedMrO'Brienificantaketherestoftheday

offAndhesaidyeswithease.

IgetofftheelevatorandLizzyissittingonthe

bench,Ipassherandshequicklystandsupand

blocksme*sigh*



"I'msorryEntle,Idon'tknowwhat-"

"Cutthecrap,andit'sMsKhozatoyouandyou

knewexactlywhatyouweredoing,Isuggestyou

stayoutofmywayfromnowon*clickstongue*

ThisiswhathappenswhenI'mtoonicetopeople"I

sayandIwalkpastherbumpingheroutoftheway

intheprocess.

Idecidedtoeatoutinsteadofgoinghome.When

willIcatchabreak?Ithoughtcomingbackwill

makethingseasieronme,I'mjusgladAjayisstill

smalltounderstandallofthis.Mytherapisthasto

forgivemebuthewon'tseemetoday.

Somethingmeatywillhavetodoandsomething

that'snotcrowded.SincechildhoodI'vealways

lovedSpursoI'mgoingthere,IarrivedatSpurand

everyoneislookingatme*shakingmyhead*

Ioptedtositatthewindowwhereit'salsoniceand



quiet.Istarteatingandsuddenlysomeonesits

acrossme.Ilookupandseeit'smyhighschool

bestfriend,wedon'ttalkeverydaybutwedokeep

contactwitheachother.

"OMG!!"Iknowthatfatnosefromamileaway

Laurensays

Ilaughandstanduptohugher,wehugforalong

timeandshespanksmyass

"Noways,didyouhijackthisbody?"Sheasks

shockedandsqueezedmybreasts,Ilaughed.

I'mgladonethinghasn'tchanged

Bynoweveryoneislookingatus,Laurenstillhasn't

changed,shedon'tgiveadamn.

"Girlisthiswhatmoneydoes?"Sheaskslaughing

"Asifyouain'tgotmoney"Isaytakingafewfriesin

mymouth.

"YouneedtotakemewithyoutoBelgiumnexttime"

"Yourhusbandwon'tallowit"Isaychuckling

"YoulovemarshingmymellowEntle"shesays



takingsomeofmyfries

Laurenjoinedinandalsoorderedfoodforher,it's

broaddaylightandthisgirljusordered3strawberry

daiquiri'sforherself.

"Don'tlookatmelikethat,rememberhowyouused

todrinkeveryweekend?"Shesays

"Exactlyweekends,youdrinkinginbroaddaylight

duringtheweek"

"Womanrelax,I'ma24/7stayathomemomsolet

mebe"shesays

"Sowhere'sthekids?"Iaskshocked

"Indaycare,I'mnotgonlookafterthosedevilsall

dayeveryday"shesayssippinghercocktail

"DoesMichaelknowyouhere?"Iasklaughing

"Thatniggaplacedatrackerinmyphonesoyeshe

does"shesaysslurpingoutofherglass

"Youstupid,youshould'veleftitathome"

"Soicanmissbeingfuckedsenseless?nothank



youdarling"shesaysraisingherglass

Nowialsofeellikedrinkingaglassortwo.Isignal

thewaiterandIorderapinãcolada,Iorderone

morewhileienjoythepizzaIorderedwiththe

cocktail.Laurenisonherlastonetoo.

"Babeineedtogofetchmysonatdaycare"Isayas

itakesignonthebillandleaveafewhundreds

"Waitholdup,isitthedaycarethat'sclosebutnot

reallyclosetotothepsychiatryhospital?"Sheask

andshetooleavesafewnotes

Inodandsheclapherhandsinexcitement

"That'swheremykidsare,let'sgo"

Wearriveatthedaycareandit'sstillearlybutfuckit

Ineedmyson.

Bothofusgetoutofourcarsandthewindblows

Laurenslongbrownhair.Laurenisyourtypical

brunette,veryoutgoing,verysocial,beautifulwith

thoselightbrowneyesandshesasexyslender



she'sapartyanimalandIstillfindithardtobelieve

thatshehas4yearoldtwins,she's26ayearolder

thanme.She'smarriedtoMichaelMikealsonachef

thelasttimeachecked.

IwenttoAjaysclasswhileLaurenwenttothetwins.

Shecamebackwiththecurledheadedtwins

lookingdirtyAF

"Whathappened?"Iasklookingatthetwins

"Theyplayedinthemudagain"shesaidtryingto

wipetheirfaces

"Istillfindithardtoknowthemapart,hiAshleyand

Ashton"Isaybendingdowntotheirlevel

"Who'sAshleyandwho'sAshton"bothofthemsay

inunion

"I'mnotdoingthiswithy'allgrapebabies,nottoday"

Isay

Theygiggle.

"Isthatyourbaby?"Theyask



"Noistolehim"Isay

"LaurenIhadaverylongdayandIjuswanttogo

hometuu"Isulk

"KeepyourpantiesonEntle,althoughomsureyour

pantiesarestucktoyourvaginabecauseofallthe

spiderwebs,let'sgo"

"PG?thekids?,andwherearewegoing?"

"Wegoingtoyourhousesilly"shesayswalkingto

hercar

"Laurenpleasenottoday,howboutwehaveagirls

dayonSaturday?I'llgetababysitterforAjay"

"Youapartypooper,Icouldworkwiththat,I'llcall

you"shesaysanddrivesoff

Laurenreallyknowshowtosuffocateaperson.I

enterthecarwithanowasleepAjay,onmyway

homeigotachancetothinkabouteverything.What

shouldidowiththewholeAyandasituation?should

Iteachheralesson?lethergo?letkarmadealwith

her?Bythelooksofthings,Siyamightnotmarryher,



thenI'llbethevillaininthestoryagain*sigh*Ilook

atmysonandIseehe'sawakelookingoutthe

window,Ihopeyouwon'tturnoutlikeyourfather

Ajay.

[17]

{Minentle}

IcalledMiketolethimknowthatheshouldlet

Ayandabe.Wecanstilleliminatethisguyshesent

becausehedoesn'tdeservetoliveafterwhathedid

tome.

WhenIarrivedhomeIfirstcheckedifJasonwas

stillhere,therewasanoteonthekitchenislewhich

indicatedthatheleft.GOOD.

Hedidn'tsaymuchinthenote,justabunchof

sorriesandthathehasleftthecarandkeyswhere

theysupposetobe,andthathehasfoundan

apartmentforthetimebeingbecausehecouldn't

gobackhome,apparentlyhismotherwon'tbe



happyabouthisvileacts.

Idon'tevenfeelbadbecausehehasboughtthis

uponhimself.

I'mlazytocooksoImakemesomespicynoodles

inthemicrowaveformyself,andchickennoodles

withchickenpiecesforAjay.He'llhavetoforgive

me.

Ifeedhimhisnoodlesfirst,hethrowsatantrum

indicatingthathewantstofeedhimself.Ilethimsit

atthetablewhereIcanseehim.

WhileI'mbusyeatingmyspicynoodlesand

drinkingmysweetrosé,IrememberIoweSiya

pickledfish.ItoowouldwantsomeandIstart

takingouthalfofmyonionsanddefrostthefish.

Istartcuttingtheonionslikemymomhastaught

menotforgettingtoalwayswetmyhands.



I'mhalfwaythroughandAjaystartsshouting,I

shiftedmyattentiontohimandIseethisbig

headeddemonateallthemeatandleftthenoodles.

Itakehisbowlandhepointstoit

"Wantsomemoremeatbaby?"Iaskandhenods

makingmechuckle

Igivehimwhathewantsandhestartseating.

Ilettheonionsstartcookingwhileibegincutting

thefishintopiecesandbaketheminthepan.

{Siya}

I'mhomewithmymombusydiscussingthings

betweenmeandAyanda.Honestlyshedoesn'tcare.

"Whatismydaughterdoing?"Sheaskswithher

eyesgluedonherZeeworldepisodes,Iknowshe's

talkingaboutEntle*sigh*

"Idon'tknowyet,Iwasplaningongoingtherelater



ontocheckuponherandAjay"

"Canwetagalong?"Shesayslookingatme

"Who'swe?plusIdoubtshe'sinthemoodfor

people,sheleftworkearlyapparently"

"Meandyourbrotherofcause,andEntlelovesmy

company"shestandsup

"Y'alldon'tevenhavemuchincommon*Ilaugh*,

eveninthepast,y'allwouldsitintheloungeand

watchyourepisodeswithouttalkingtooneanother"

"Exactly,bothofuslovepeaceandquiet,she's

respectful,speakswhenspokento,whenshewasin

belgywhatwhatwespokeeveryday"

"Stillcan'tbelieveyouhidthefactthatIhavean

entiresonawayfrommenottomentionthefact

thatyouspokewithEntlewhenyousawme

spiralingoutofcontrolbecausesheleftme"

"Sheleftyoubecauseyouwereacheatandyoustill

are,forGodsakeSiyayouarealmost30years

old,whenwillyouchange?"

"IneedEntlethenI'llchange"



"Youhadherthenyoumadeafooloutofher,You

dontknowwhatyouhaveuntilyou'velostit,Entlek

youknewexactlywhatyouhadbutyoudidn'tthink

you'dloseit"she'sright

ThisJudasofabrotherdidn'teventrytostophis

motherfromtaggingalong.Ihopetheyarehome,

aswearriveatEntle'shouseIseemasmiling

"Shelikesthefinerthingsinlife"shesaysandexits

thecar

Ilookatmybrotherandhejustshrugsmakingme

shakemyhead.

Weknockonthedoorandheara"It'sopen".When

weenterthehousewegothitbyanamazing

aroma,waitaminute,Iknowthatsmell*smiles*She

madepickledfish.

Wehearfootstepscoming,it'sEntlecomingtosee

whoitisprobablyandshequicklyhidesherglass

ofwinelookingcuteinherlazyclothesandhair



messedupwithherglassesonindicatingthatshe

wasbusy.

"OhMy,I'msosorrymaIdidn'tknowyouguyswere

coming"shesaidglaringatme

Malaughs"It'sokdear,ifanythingimsorryfor

comingunannouncedandnoneedtohide,you'rein

yourhousesoyouallowedtodrink"masays

"IwouldneverMa,toomuchrespectforyou,do

comein,Ajayisstillawake"shesaysleadingthe

way

"What'sthatamazingaromamydaughter?"Yho

yaphapha

"Thatispickledfish,Siya'sfavouritedish,Ipromised

tomakeitforhim"shesaysanditjustsounds

perfectmakingmyheartmelt.

Entledecidedtomakesomepotatosaladwhilei

madethegreensaladwhichwillgowithMYpickled

fishthatwaspreparedbyEntle.Sheowesme.



Whilewewerebusyweheardacameraclickingand

weseeit'smybrother

"WhatareyoudoingAsh?"Iask

"I'mmakingmemories"hesaysandgoesbackto

thelounge

Entlechecksuponthesauceandmakesmetasteit.

She'sshorternowandthat'ssosexy,shestandson

hertipytoesandbringsupthespoonformeto

taste.IlookintohereyesasItaste,Ismileather

indicatingthathermixtureisperfectandshesmiles

too.Igetlostinhereyesandbeautyandlbend

downtoherlevelslowlywithmyeyesfixatedonher

lips.

Mylipsmeethersanddamnherlipsaresoft.She

freezesandIgoclosertoherclosingthespace

betweenuspartingmylips.Iseeherclosingher

eyesasshestartskissingmebackslowly.Ipullher

closerandsheplacesherarmsaroundmyneck

AMEN.

Shetouchesmybeardmakingmesmilethroughout



thekiss.

IpickherupswiftlyandplaceheronthetableasI

devourherlips,lipsI'vemissed.

IpushmyboneragainstherandIkissherneck

makingherbreathless.

"Ahem"

Ohno.

>>Continuation<<

Ohno.IquicklystepawayfromEntleasshejumps

offthecounter.

"Don'tstoponmyaccountIwasjustcheckingifthe

foodisdone"shesayssmiling

"Ah..yesyesit'sdone"Entlesaysavoidingeye

contact.



Sinceeveryoneisghettohereweareeatinginthe

lounge.

"Entlebabyhowareyoudoing"Majusthadtobreak

theicelikeThat?

"TakingitdaybydayMa,nocomplaints"shesays

"Youpartofthefamilydear,youcanalwaystellme

whensomethingiswrongok?"

Entlenodes.

"Thispickedfishisniceyaz,Ithoughtit'ssalty

fish,whynotjustcallitcurryfish?"

Entlelaughs"Ireallydon'tknowma,thankyou"

"Let'snotforgetthatthisisMYpickledfishthat

Y'ALLareenjoying,soEntle,anotherbatchforME

thistime"

Everyonelaughs.

{Ayanda}



It'slateandI'mstillwatchingtoday'snews,andit

makesmepissedthatSiyadidn'tevenrecognize

meashisfianceonnationaltv.Thefactthathe

straightuptoldthewholeworldthathestillloves

Entlemademelivid.

Ihaven'theardaboutSticksinalongtimenow.I

hopemydaddidwhatIaskedhimtodo.ImeanI

paidhimafterall.

Idecidedtocallmydadandhepickedupaftera

fewrings

"I'mbusyAmor"hesaysoutofbreath

"I'mgoodtoodad"isayrollingmyeyes

"HowmayIhelpYou?"

"DidyoudowhatIaskedYou?"

"AboutThat,mymencan'tfindthisboy,it'slikehe

disappearedfromthefaceoftheearth"hesays

"Howisthatpossible?youhaveconnections



dad,youhavetofindhimotherwiseI'llbesentto

jail"Ipanicked

"Aleadtellsmehegotkidnapped,whomeveryou

pissedoffthistimearoundisonyouAmor.You

mightbemydaughterbutI'llthrowyouunderthe

busbecauseunlikeyouIhavealottolose"

"Andohitwasjustsexasusualnothingbig"he

saysandcutsthecall

Thisisnothappening,Ineedtovisitmyparents.My

momcan'tevenhelpmebecausesheknows

nothing.Icouldblackmaildad,yesthatcouldwork,

wheneverI'mintroubledadwouldhelpmebutata

price,IhavetosleepwithhimandIgladlydo.Been

doingitforyears.

{Minentle}

AjayissleepinginhisroomwhileSiyaandiarestill

busytalkinganddrinkingwine.Hestayedbehind.



"Youtellingmeyouhaven'thadsomesinceme?"

Siyaaskwhilelaughing

"Hardtobelievebutyea"Isaysippingonmywine

"Soyounothungry"heasksofly

Ilookathimandrollmyeyes

"That'sarhetoricalquestionSiya,wouldyoulike

somemorewine?"Iask

"Iwantsomethingbetter"hesaysandplaceshis

glassonthestandnexttohim

Hepullsmedownandtraceshisfingertipsonmy

cheeks

"YoubeautifulyouknowThat?"Hesayslookingat

me

Iknowexactlywherethisisgoing.Hecomescloser

asheenduglemylips,IhislipsdearGod.

Heisnowontopofmesqueezingmybreasts,feels

sogood,histouchstilldoeswonderstome.Soon



clothesgottakenoff,andIalmostlaughbecauseof

hissixback.Helaughstoo

"Don'tjudge,butifyoukeeponfeedingme,it'll

disappear..justthewayyoulikeit"hesaysandhe

kissesmyneckagain

Hestartedbitingmynipplesslowly,goingdownto

mynavel,thighsandlegssendingshiversdownmy

spine.Hecamebackupandsniffedmyvagina

makingmeclosemyeyeswithmyhands.

"Smellinggoodasever"Ihearhimsaybeforehe

kissedmyvaginaandlickingitintheprocess,

shockingmywholebody.

Hehasbeennibblingandeatingmeoutlikethere's

notomorrow

"HaimarnS-Siyaaa"Imoan

"Talktomenana"

"Ineedyou"



Helaughs

"Patientsmylove"hesaysandcontinuesmuffing

me,hepresseshisthumponmyclitandflickersit

makingmytoescurlandmybackarch.Ifeelmyself

goingtotheedgeandonemoreflick,alickandmy

wholebodyshakeslikealeafinthewind.

Afterafewminutesmybodyhascalmeddown,I

lookupandiseeSiyalookingatmesmilinglikea

retard.

Ihidmyfaceinmyhandssmilingandblushing.

"WhyareyoulookingatmelikeThat?"Iask

"Imissedyou"hesays

"Yearight,Nodick?"Iaskmakinghimlaugh

"Noyounotreadyyetnana"hesaysandkissesme

Ifoldmyarmswhilepouting,andheembracesme

"Don'tgetmadnana,thisisyours,you'llgetitas

soonasyouready"

"KodwaSiyayoumademehornyforDicknowyou

notgivingittome"Isaysulking



"Don'tworry,let'sgotobedinstead"

"Yousleepingover?"Iaskinamusement

"Ifthat'snotaproblem"

"Isn'tthatabitinappropriate?ImeanyouandAyan-"

Hecutsme

"Don'tmentionthatgirlsname"hesaysinaserious

tone,ohkay

"I'msorry...it'sjust,Ican'tbelieveIwantedtomarry

someonelikeher,lustcandowonders"

"Wenotgoingtotalkaboutthatnow,let'sgetsome

sleep"Isaystandingup

WecheckuponAjaybeforeheadingtomyroom.

SinceIhadthathugeorgasmIwasalittletiredsoI

sleptwithoutchanging,Siyaontheotherhandslept

inhisboxerstypical.

"Goodnightnana"hesaysandpullsmecloser

Whydoesthisfeelsowrongyetsoright?Ilove



him,allinthenameoflove...that'showthismonster

endedupinmybed.

[18]

{Ayanda}

NEXTDAY

I'vebeentryingtocallSiyasincelastnighttolet

himknowI'mgoingtovisitmyparents,buthe

wasn'tansweringhisphonewhichis

understandablesincehewantsnothingtodowith

me*sigh*.Iendedupcallinghismom,shemight

notbeafanofmebutIjustneedtoletSiyaknow.

Shepickedupafteralongtime,typical.

"JamaspeakinghowmayIhelpYou?"Sheknows

exactlywhothisis,realwitchthisone

"HiMaJama,it'sme...Aya"Isaygivingoutafake

laughandrolledmyeyes

"Ayawho?"Thiswomanlikestestingme



Iclearedmythroat

"Yourson'sfiance,MaJamawhereisSiya?"

"Youmeanexfiance,he'swithhisfamily,goodbye"

shedropsthecall

Hisfamily?No,whatnow?Stayhereandsabotage

them?Orgohome,savingmyselffromgoingtojail?.

Fuckit,IcangetSiyabackagainbutnotmy

freedom.Istartpackingmybags,Durbanherei

come...

{Siya}

IwokeupinthemorningandIturntomyright.Soit

wasn't8adream?I'msleepingnexttotheloveof

mylife.Shelookscute,hairmessycoveringher

face,hershortmanicurednails.Ineedtocapture

this,Igrapmyphoneoffthenightstandandopen

mycamera.ItookafewpicturesandonewhereI

heldherhand.



Istaredatthepictureaforafewminutesand

decidedtopostitwithacaption"wanttowakeup

nexttoasightlikethisforever ".ShecankillmeI

don'tcare,what'sdoneisdone.Soonmyphone

startedbuzzingandIswitchedoffmydata.

Ihearaknockonthedoor,it'sAjay.

"Wantsomefoodboy?let'sleavemommyaloneso

shecansleepok?Let'smakesomefood"isay

pickinghimupandclosingthedoor.

InthekitchenIlethimsitinhischairwhileisearch

forbreakfast.IfindamonthssupplyofFrank

sausagesinthefreezer,thiswomaniscrazy.Itake

apacketoutandnormalsausagesformesincei

don'teatthosefrankwhatwhat.Ahhbacon,almost

runnyscrambledeggsforher,Ihopethat'showshe

stilllikeshereggs.

Bythetimeimdone,Ajayalmostatehalfofallthe

bacon.



"Atleastmykitchenisstillinonepiece"

"Yousupposetostayinbedyouknow?"Isayas

shewalksin,nowinsummerpjs,thosethighs

shouldbeonmyshouldersrightnow.

"Icouldn'tresistthesmellcomingfromthekitchen"

shesitsdownnexttoAjayandkisseshimonthe

cheek,hesticksoutherhandtoherwhilesaying

"Ma"makingherlaughandshekisseshimonhis

lipsheendsupnoddinghisheadandcontinues

eating.BothmeandEntleendsuplaughing.

"Younotworkingtoday?"Sheasks

"It'sfridaywhyshouldi,plusI'mspendingquality

timewithyouguys.Younotgoingtoworkeither"i

sayandcontinueeating

"It'snicetobeyouneh?"

"TrustmeitIs,where'sthatsickkidanyway"Iask

"YoumeanJason?Andhe'snotsick,Ifired

him,kickedhimout"



"I'mstillmadaboutthefactthatyoukissedhis

lameass"

"Howironic"shebitesbackandIlookather

"IhaveanappointmentwithMrJansenandyou

comingwithme"Iwantedtosaysomethingbutshe

cutmeoff

"Itwasn'tarequest,soyoushouldprobablygo

homeandchange"shesaysandgoesdownthehall

"Thanksforthebreakfast!"Sheshouts,was

wonderingwherehermannerswent.

"SIYAAAAA!!!"Iknewthiswascoming,Ilaugh

Shecamerunningtowardsmeandiquicklytake

Ajayandputhimonmylapsothatshewon'ttouch

me.

"YOUUU!ARGGGmxmyou..."she'slivid,I'mtryingto

keepastraightface

"Haunana?Me?What?"Iaskconfused

"Whywouldyoudothat?"Sheaskswithhernostrils



flaredup

"Me?dowhat?talktodaddy"

"YouareananimalSiya,doyouknowhowI'mbeing

attackedforthis?"Shesayspointingthephonein

myfacespittingonmeintheprocess

"SiesmarnEntle"Isaywhilewipingmyface

"Ishould'vespataboogerinyourface"haibo

"I'mbeingcrucifiedforhonesty?"

"Wena??youthinkyousmartbyplacingAjayon

yourlap,hewon'tbewithyoulateron"shesays

makingacrosswithherfingersandgoingbackto

herroom

Iburstintolaughter

"Ajay,yourmomiscrazy"Isayandhelaughs

clappinghishands

"Iwouldn'tdothatifiwasyou,you'llbeinthedog

boxtooyourmomdon'tcare"Isayandhegivesout

aconfusedlookandInod,makinghimnodtoo.



IcleanthetableandgetAjayready.It'sbeenover

anhourandEntleisstillnotoutyet.MeandAjay

arebusywatchingcartoonswhenIhearheels

clicking.

Ilookbehindmeandiseethisgoddessinfrontof

me.She'swearingaroyalbluespaghettistap,V-line

velvetdresswithatighhighslitandwhatdothey

callit?blockheel?Ithinkso,ablackone.Iseeher

toesandnailsnowhaveblacknailpolishonthem.I

can'tstopstaringatherboobs.Hersilvernecklace

laysinbetweenherboobsdearGodcan'tIbethat

necklace?

"Whenyoudonedroolingcanwego?Youstillneed

tochange"shebringsmeback

"Ah-yesyeswecango"Isaystilllookingather

Weentertheyardandweseemadrinkingteaon

thepatio.Shelooksupandseeusandshesmiles

"Ain'tyouguysasighforsoreeyes,notyouSiya,you



stilllookthesame..Givememygrandson,Uyaphi?"

Shesayscomingforward.

"Thisoneisdraggingmetotherapy"Isaylettingout

asighandgoingintothehousetochange.

"Nana,I'llbebackneh?"Isaytakingherhandand

kissingit,shepullsherhandbackandpullsaface

"I'mstillmadatyou,hurryup"shesaysandgoesto

sitnexttoMymom.

{Minentle}

I'monmyphonebusygoingthoughallthe

commentsandIjustlaugh.

"What'ssofunny,sharewithmetoo"Masays

"Mayoursonissomethingelse"Isayshakingmy

head

Shelooksatmewaitingtocontinue

"Thismorninghetookaphotoofmewhilesleeping

andheposteditonsocialmediawithoutmy



consent"

Shenodesstilllookingatmeandiraiseand

eyebrow

"Younotgoingtosayanythingma?"

"WetalkingaboutSiyahere,youknowhowhefeels

aboutyou"notthisagain

"MadoyouknowwhatI'mcalled?ahomewrecker"

"Howcanyoubeonewhenthere'snohometo

wreck?"

"WanttoeatwithMe?"Shechangesthe

conversation

"I'lljusthavesomejuicema,Ialreadyate"Ihonestly

say

"Youalreadyateoryoualreadyate?"Shesays

winkingatMe,thiswomanbantong.

"Haibomatherewasnoothereating"Isaylaughing

Sheslurpsherteawhilelookingatmeoutofthe

cornerofhereyeandushakemyhead.



Siyaisfinallydoneandasexpectedhe'swearing

thesamecolourasMe,showoff.

Hedoeslookhandsomethough,aV-lineroyalblue

skintightt-shirt,hisblackchinopantsandblackair

force.

"MaisitokayifAjaystayshereuntilwereturn?"

Siyaasks

"YouaskingmenonsenseSiyathisismy

grandchild,go"shesaysmakingSiyachuckleand

hekissesheronhercheek.

InthecarIlookatSiyawhileheisdrivingandIsee

atattooonhisrightarm.VII/XII/XVII(8/12/17)with

anitalicfontandmyeyesgotblurredbymytears.

MynosestartedtorunandIsniffmakinghimlook

atme

"What'swrongnana"Iendedupcrying(HaiboEntle)

"You-youhavethedatetattooedonyourarm"Isay

wipingmytears

Hesmiledandtookmyhandinhis



"Hewasoursonnana,myfirst,andbecauseofmy

foolishness....illforeverbesorry"hesaysand

kissesmyhand.

What'shappeninghere???

[19]

{Ayanda}

Iwasstillattheairportwaitingformyflighttobe

calledout.Boredomgotthebestofmeandiwent

onsocialmedia,IseeSiyaistrendingagainI

wonder.IcheckhisaccountandIseeapictureofa

femaleandherfingerswithacaptionthatsays

"Wanttowakeuptoasightlikethisforever ".This

mademelivid,everyonewaswonderingwhoit

was,somecomplimentedheranditjustmademe

moremad.

Imadeaquickcall



"I'mgoingaway,I'llmakeaplantogetyouinbutthe

restisuptoyou"Isaytothepersonontheother

side

"It'sthatserious?fine,don'tforgetaboutmy

payment".

Ican'tletyouwinEntle,Siyaismine.

IreceivedacallfromVuyobutIdeclinedit..

{Minentle}

"Wecanstartifyouguysareready,andyoulook

lovelytodayMsKhoza"MrJansensaysmaking

Siyaglareathim

"Icangofirst"Siyavolunteers,that'safirst

MrJansennods

"Entlefirstoffirst,Ijustwanttoapologize,for



everythingandImeaneverythingididtoyouwhile

weweretogether,nohumanissupposetotreated

likeItreatedyou,Iwastoxic,bitter,confusedandI

hadthemindsetofateenager...Ican'tsayIdon't

knowwhatcameovermebecauseIwasnever

drunkwhenIdidallthosethingsToyou.I'msorry

thatyoulostourfirstbornallbecauseofmeand

thatstilldidn'tstopmefrombeingunfaithfultoyou,

younevergavemereasontocheatonyou..."

Iclenchmyjawsasthoseepisodesofhowhehurt

mecametomymind.

"IalwayssaidhowmuchilovedyouButinsteadI

keptonhurtingyou,rememberbeforewebrokeup?

ThegirlIcheatedonyouwithwasAyanda"hesays

andbowshisheadmakingmelookathimwitha

frownonmyface

"Pardon?"Isay

"Idon'tknowhowithappened,allIknowisthatme

andAyandahavebeentalkingforalongtimeand



meandyoukeptonfightingsoonethingledto

anotherIendedupsleepingwithherandI

developedfeelingsforherhenceIwasalwayscold

towardsyou,itbecamesobadthatIdidn'tevencare

aboutyourfeelingsanymore,whichiswhyIdidn't

bothercleaninguptheusedcondomseventhoughI

knewyoucouldcometomyhouseanytime"he's

nowclosetotearssincehisvoiceisbreaking

MrJansenisconstantlywrittingsomethingdown

andnodding.

"Whenyouleftthatday,IwashurtthatyoubutIwas

sureyou'dcomeback.Untiliphonedyourfamily

andtheytoldmeyouleft..."

"I'mreallysorryEntle"hesaysembracingmyhand

inhisandgoingonhisknees

"Ishould'vewaitedforYou,Ishould'vemadeaway

tocontactyou,pleasedon'thatemeforwhatIdidto



youinthepastnana"

Ishakemyheadwhilemycheststartedburningup

asIfeelmytearscoming.

"IcouldneverhateyouSiya,asmuchasIwanttoI

can't"Isaywipingmytears

Hestandsupandhugmeandiembracehim

"Youhurtme"Isaystillcrying

"IknowandImsorrynana,I'llmakesuretoneverdo

thattoyoueveragain"hesaysshushingme

"Alrightythen,howdoyouguysfeelnow?"Mr

Jansenbringsusback

"Idon'tknowaboutEntlebutIfeelmuchlighterand

lessguilty"Siyasayssittingdown

AndinodinagreementandMrJansensmiles

"Youguyswouldmakeagreatcoupleyouknow?"

Yoha.ahWhy?



"TrytellingittothisoneMrJansen"Siyastirsthe

potandIgivehimalookandhissmiledisappears

inaninstant

"ThankyousomuchMrJansen,butIneedgo,you'll

haveyourpaymentbytheendoftheday"isay

pickingupmybagreadytoleaveandhenodes

Thewholesessionleftthebothofusintearsbutit

alsomadebothofusfeellighter.

WebothjustenteredthecarandSiyaisfullof

smiles.

"Stopbeingweird,canyoupleasedropmeoffatmy

workplace?Ineedtogetsomething"isaybuckling

up

"LetmebehappyinpeacehauEntle,I'mnotyour

chauffeurbutbecauseI'minagoodmoodI'llcome

withyou"hesayspoutingmakingmelaugh

"Dramaqueen"Iwhisper

"I'lldropyourighthereandthenyou'llwalk"yoh!



HeparkedthecarandItoldhimtowaitatthefoyer

orcarandhechosethefoyer...

Ienterandalleyesonme,I'mnotdressedforthe

officewhatever.Iheadtothefrontdeskandas

usualLizzyisthere.

"Morning,anycalls?"IaskasIsigninandattachmy

reason

"Uhhi-morningMsKhoza,no-nocallsMsKhoza"

shesaysgoingthroughmesseduppapersandIroll

myeyes

Inodandheaduptomyofficeandmydooris

unlocked?weird..

I'mstilllookingmypursewhenthedoorclosesand

Ilookupandseeit'sMrO'Brien..

"MrO'Brienyougavemeafright,I'llbeoutinafewI

justneedtofindmypursesinceiforgotithere

yesterday"Isaylookingthroughthecupboard

Hedoesn'tsayanything



"AhIfoundit"sayandplacemypurseinmybag

"Ineedtogluethistomyhand"ichuckle

AsIwasabouttomovetothedoorMrO'Brien

blocksmeandiraisemyeyebrow

"ManywomenfallbeforemyfeetbutnotyouMs

Khoza...Why?ImeanI'mrich,handsome...whatmore

doyouneed?"Hesayscomingtowardsme

Isthisguycrazy?

"ThisisveryinappropriateSir"isaytakingastep

backandhecomesforwarduntilinstuckbetween

himandmydesk

"YoubeautifulandsexyyouknowThat?"Hesays

smellingmemakingmeflinch

Hepulledmecloserandhishandswenttomyass

andtheotheronetomybreastandIpushhimaway

buthisgripgetstighterandheturnsmearound

withforceandpushesmedownonthetableandI

startscreamingandkicking



"YouaskedforthisEntle"hesaysandIhearhisbelt

beingunbuckledandIstartscreamingandkicking

more.

Allofasuddenhewasontheground,Iturnaround

andIseeSiyagrabbedhimandhe'sbusykicking

him.IpulldownmydresswithshakinghandsasI

goforwardtostopSiya.

"Siyalethimgo"Isaypullinghimaway

"Lethimgo?udakiweEntle...thismanneedstobe

reported!"Heshoutsandspitsonhim

"Areyouok?"Heaskswithpureconcernashe

embracesmeandijusnod

"Ishouldn'thaveletyougoalone"hesaystaking

outhisphone

HewenttothedoorandIstartedpanicking

"Don'tleavemeSiya!"

"Iwon'tleavenana,Ijustwanttocallsecurity"he

sayscomingback



"J-Justcallthefrontdeskandalertthem"Isay

standingup

"Relax,Sitdown"herushestomydesk

"Whatnumber"heasks

"There'sadiallognexttothetelephone"Henods

Izonedoutandsoonpeoplecamerushingintoa

stillpassedoutMrO'Brien.Policeincludedand

ambulance?

Theyplacedhimonastretcherandthepolice

cuffedhim.

"Ms?I'mofficerBrian,I'mheretotakeyour

statementofwhatoccurredhere"

"Don'tbeanidiot,can'tyouseethestateshe's

in??givemeyournumberthenI'llcontactyouonce

she'sready"Siyademands

Theofficerlooksathiscolleaguesandthenodas

hewritesdownhisnumbersbeforeheadingout...



"Entle??"IlookupandIseeSiyawithaworriedlook

onhisfaceandIjusshookmyheadandtears

flowed.Why???Whyme??

ThosethoughtswentthroughmyminduntilIfell

asleeponsiya'slap.

{Siya}

Thisisjustunfair...Godshejustrecoveredfroman

actualrape,nowattempted?What'swrongwithmen

oftoday?

Ifeelherheadgettingheavierandherbreathing

slowingdown.Shemust'vefellasleep,Icheckthe

timeandIseeit'snearly2o'clock.Weneedtoget

going,Ajayiswithma.

IplaceEntle'sbagovermyneck,Iseeathrowon

oneofhercouchesandIthrowitoverher,tocover

herbody.Ipickherupandheadout.AsIarriveat

thefirstflooreveryonestopsandrunstomeand



askifshe'sok,theystopwhentheyseeshe's

sleeping,makingwayformetopass.Theblondat

thefrontdeskpullsmebackbeforeIcouldexit

"Areyoucrazy,whatifidroppedEntle?"Ihissed

"I'msorryMrJama,Ineedyoutousethedooronthe

otherside"shesays

"Why?"Iask

"Trustmeonthisoneplease,youwouldn'twantthe

worldtoseeEntle..ImeanMsKhozainthisstate"

whatdoesshemean?

Itakethebackdooranyway,itleadstotheparking

whichisonthesideofthehospital.IplaceEntleat

thebackseatandIdriveout.AsIdroveoutIsee

alotofpeoplenotfarfromtheentrancewaiting,with

cameras.Peoplearesick,theywerewaitingonEntle

probably,goodthingilistenedtothatgirl.

[20]

2MONTHSLATER



{Minentle}

AlothashappenedIcantellyouthat,afterthewhole

attemptedrapecaseIresignedandMrO'Brienwas

senttojail.Turnsouttherewasalotofuncovered

casesandcomplaintsabouthimfromhis

employees.Afteramonthofbeinginjailaccording

tothenews,MrO'Briencommittedsuicide

apparently.

Lillyisalsobackandhealthy.

Siya?HimandAyandaarebacktogethersomehow.

EvenafterSiyafoundoutaboutherdarkdoing.

HestillvisitstoseeAjaybutAyandaisalways

present.NotthatImind,sheshouldjustknowher

boundariesthenwe'llbeok.

I'minmyroombusydrawingafewdresses,this

wasmyhobby..drawclotheswhenmyminddon't



functionwell.Suddenlyanideastruckmymind,I

shouldopenmyownclothingstoreincludingmy

jelweryontheotherside.Idon'thaveanyoneto

workwithmethough...Lauren?yesI'llaskherif

she'llworkwithme.

I'mstillwaitingonmyoldsketchstuffwhichihad

inbelgiumthatMikesentthroughthecourier.

I'mbafflingifishouldcallLiya,anoldgayfriendof

mine.HewillbesomadatmeIknowit,letmecall

him.

"Ah-"Igetcutoffimmediately

"Whateveryouwant,Idon'thaveItyoubrokepoor

leach,I'mrichandyou'repoor,youdon'thaveajob

andnoiwon'tgiveyouone..YesI'mstillaboss"this

asshole

"Hii!Liyamylove,howareyou?"Iaskwhilerollingmy

eyes

"Rollinginmoneyunlikeyou"



"MmhhLiyaIdon'tknowifyouheardbutIcame

backfromBelgium,IwaswithmyauntandI'm

openingmyownbusiness.Let'shavesomelunchin

anhour"

"YoumeanyourroyalauntinBelgium?"Heask

shocked

"waitthatmeansshe'srichnowthatshehas

returned"hewhispersandIlaugh

"OhhiimylovelyEntlehowareyou?howI'vemissed

you,yousayyoumoniednow?"Thisguyisfaker

thanDollyPartonsboobs

"I'mgoodLiya,solunch?onme?"Iask

"I'msobusytoday,butbecauseI'minagoodmood

andlunchisonyouthenokay,I'lltellyouwhere"

"Iloverichpeopleshem"hewhispersthinkinghe

hadcutthecall

Istarthearinghimyellwhathe'sgoingtowearandI

cutthecallinstead.

ANHOURLATER



Liyajustsentmeamessagetellingmewhereto

meethim.Ican'tevenpronouncethenameofthe

restaurant.IarriveinsideandIhearasharpvoice

callingme

"Entlebaby,I'mhere!!heree!!"Hesayswavingatme

Iapproachhistableandthisniggaorderedfoodfor

thewholeSouthAfrica.

"OhmydarlingEntle,youweretakinglongsoI

orderedsolong,afterallit'sonyouright?"

"Deffinitely,thinkofitasabuffet,eatasmuchasyou

want"isaytakingaseat

"YoufakeEntle"hesays...howironic

"IchangedLiya-"

"Don'ttalkshit"hesaysbangingthetable

"Youareaterribleperson,I'llripyourGoddamnface

offincludingyourhair"heshouts,yohhewentoff

insultingme

"Youfatpieceofshitmarnliya!"heshutsupand



looksatme.Hestartswailing

"OhGodyouareanawfulpersonEntle,howcanyou

saythat,I'mtryingtoloseweightyouknow?"He

sayscryingandIfeelbad

"I'msorryliya..I'mtalkingnonsense,youbeautiful

yousexyyouanamazingpersonliya"Isay

comfortinghim

Inablitzsecondhisfaketearsaregoneandit's

replacedwithasmile

"Iknowright?I'mamazingandmostpeopledon't

knowthat"hesayseating

"Iunderstandhowyoufee-"

"Youdon'tunderstandanythingyourefrigerator!"He

shoutsandeatsfurther

"Ineedyoutoworkforme"

Helaughsandlooksatme

"Youserious?youwantmetoleavemycurrentjob

whereIownafewsharestocomeworkforyou?"



HedirectswithhishandsandInod

Helooksatmeforawhile

"Ok,butIhaveafewconditions"hesaysbattinghis

eyes,herecomestrouble

"You'llpayformylunch,transport,Iwantmyown

officewhichiwannadecoratemyselfbecauseyou

don'thaveanytaste"

"Done"Isay

"Holdup,whenIentertheofficethereshouldbered

carpetformetowalkon,alltheemployeesshould

standonthesidelineandbowformewhenIwalk

pastthem...thereshouldalsobesmokeandmy

favouritesongofBeyonceshouldplayinthe

backgroundEveryday"hesaysohhthixowam(Oh

myGod)

"Fine"Isay,I'mdesperate,plushe'scrazyiwon'tdo

allofthatnonsense

Hecriesagainohlord.Somuchdrama.



{Siya}

WhyamIbackwithAyanda?Ineedtoteachhera

lesson.Thethingsshedoesmakesmesick.Iwant

tohurtherbeyondcomparebecauseIknowshe

won'tleaveme.

I'monthecallwithVuyo

"Soyousayingyouwanttoholdagathering?"Iask

"Yeaman,Imeanyouconstantlybusy,youdon't

hangoutwiththeboysnomore.Whenwasthelast

timeyouhadsomefun?"Hedoesmakesense

"Okwhen?"Iaskgivingoutasigh

"Rhetoricalquestion,it'sSaturdaytomorrow"

"Aytcoolwhattime?"Iask

"5"hesaysandbidsgoodbye

"Hunny?"Irollmyeyes



"Yeslove?"

"Arewegoingtothisgathering?"

"HowdoyouknowaboutIt?"Iaskher

"Ahwelllaylatoldme,ain'tsheandoneofyour

frienddating?"

"Mmh..yeatheyare..yeawegoing"Isaylookingat

herandshenodsheadingoutmystudy

Thiswomanisonesneakywoman,Isaytomyself.

MaybeishouldinviteEntletoo..YesI'lldothat.

{Minentle}

SATERDAY

IjustwokeuptoatextfromSiyaaskingmetojoin

himandafewfriendsforagathering.Ihaven'tbeen

outinawhileSoiacceptedtheoffer.I'lljustaskmy

neighboursdaughterifshe'llbeabletobabysitfor

me,I'llpayher.



Talkingaboutbabies,thisoneofmineisgivingmea

realheadachesincehe'snow1yearand4months.

He'sbecomingsmartertoowhichisjustcute.

Throughoutmydayiwasbusylookingforthe

perfectplacetostartmybusiness.WhileAjayis

justAjay.

IgothroughsocialmediaforachangeandIsee

Ayandapostedsomething

It'sheratthenailsalonwithacaption"allonbae"

andIlaughshe'sprobablygettingreadyforthe

gathering

Ilookatthetimeandit's5already.Myneighbours

daughterjustarrivedandIstartedgettingready.

Ioptedforblueskinnyjeans,whiteplaintightt-shirt

makingmyboobslookmadsexy.Ilookfor

comfortableshoesandIfindmyblacklowcutheel

bootwithatrenchcoat.Notforgettingmynecklace



andhoopearings.Imadeaponytailandletafew

strandshangdownmyface.Vaselineonthelips.

Perfect.

WhenIarrivedatthegivenaddressit'salready6.

Thewholeparkingisfullofcars.Somany

people?why?.IknockedonthedoorandthatgirlI

bumpedintoatthehospitalanswersthedoor,her

bumpisgrowingwhatisshenow?5months?

"OhmyGod...Entle?youheretoo?omgcomein,Ihad

noidea,didSiyainviteyou?"Whysoloud?

Ismileandnodasweenterthehouse.

"Youlookstunningbytheway,letmetakeyour

coat"whatisthis?Igiveitanyway.

"Followme,let'sgotothebackyardfirstthenI'll

introduceyoutothegirls,ohwelcometomicasa"

sheturnsaround

"Suchanhonortohaveyouhere,andifthisishow

youlooklikeafterpregnanciesthenIwannaget

pregnantagain"shesaysholdingmywaist



Wegothroughtheslidingdoorandhellhere'salot

ofpeople.

ShetakesmestraighttowhereSiyaandsomeguys

are,waitisthatVuyo?Thatanimal.

"Siyawhydidn'tyoutellmeyouinvitedEntle?I

would'vedressedupalilbetter"shesayslaughing

IheartoSiyaandIgivehimahug

"Waitwho'sthis?"Iknowthatvoice,Vuyo

"IsthisTheeEntle?girlcomegivemeahug"he

comesforwardbutSiyastopshim

"What'scookingEntle?youlookgoodbythe

way,betterifyouaskme"hesayslookingatmeup

anddown

"Entleiza"Nandepullsmebackinsidethehouse

"Justbeyourselfaroundtheladies"shesays

Whatisthis?aninterview?

"Heretakethis"shegivesmeacider



Ilookatitandit'sopenshelaughs

"SorryIdidn'tknowyou'dwannaopenit,come

there'salotmoreinthekitchen,don'tworryI'llbeby

yoursidethewholenight"pleasedon't

WeenterthekitchenandIsee4ladies,Ayandatoo.

Great.

"GirlsIwanty'alltomeet-"

"MinentleKhoza!"TwoofthemshoutsandStands

upandhugsme

Haiboguyswhat'shappening?

"HaiftseklaylaandSima"Nandepullsthemaway

frommeanddustsoffinvincibledirt

"SorryEntle,thisisLaylathewannabeblackwhite

one"haibo

"ThisisSima,don'tbringyourmannearhershe'll

takehimbyforceorchoice,sheandVuyohasa

thing"hebandidn'tyousleepwithyourfriendsman?

"YouknowAyanda,thenthere'sLuluthehoeofthe



group"

Thesewomendon'tevendenythethingsNandeis

saying.Insteadtheysmilenodandwave.

Soonsomeguysbroughtsomemorecidersforus.

Everyoneistalkingtoeachotherexceptme.

"Areyoualwaysthisquiet?"Laylaasks

"Iwasabouttoaskthesamequestion"Ithinkher

nameisSima

Everyoneisnowlookingatme

"What'shappening?Imustintroducemyself?"Iask

lookingatthemandtheynodandIplacemyjuice

whichiwasdrinkingtoneutralisemyselfonthe

table

"Ahwhereshouldistart?"

"Doyouhaveaman,let'sstartthere"Laylasays

sittingupstraight

"Idon'thaveone"Ihonestlysay



"Howlongyou'vebeensinglethen?"Simaasks

Icalculatefirst

"Morethanayear"Isayandtheygasp

"Nodickformorethanayear?"Luluasksshocked

andIshakemyhead

"Yohndizofa"(I'ddie)Nandesaysandthenow

drunkAyandastartslaughing

"OhyeaIforgotthatyouhavethisimaginarydick

thatimpregnatedyou,andwenaEntle*hick*You-"

shecouldn'tfinishbecausetheboysmadenoise

enteringthehouse

"Ladies!what'spopping?"Vuyosayslookinghigh

anddrunk

Siyacomestomysideandwhispers

"Areyoustillokay?"HeasksandInod

"Ayandadoyouwanttogohome?"

"TakeherSiya,thisjeze-imeanthiswomanisdrunk

already"Nandesaysgoingtothefridgetakingout

somethingthatlookedlikeviennas,theylooklike



Franksausagesactually

"Nande?Arethosefranksausages?"Iaskgoingto

her

"Yesmylove,thispregnancymademelovethemI

bringthesewithmeeverywhere"

"CanIhavesome?"

Shelooksatme

"OnlybecauseIlikeyou,here"shesayssmiling

SinceweabitfarfromthecrowdIwentcloserto

herbutlookedbehindmebeforespeaking

"DoesAyandaknow?"Isaydirectingmyeyestoher

tummyandshelaughs

"Thathoe?No,she'sinforabigsurprise"Haiboso

fake?

"Howdidithappen?youandSiya"

"Itwasjustaonenightstand,ohandIkne-"she

getscutoffbySiyaapproachingus

"Youtwostillokay?"Thewholetime?



"NowonderEntledisappearedtoo"hesayslooking

atthesausagesandNandelooksathimconfused

"Theseareherfavourite"hesaysandNandesmiles

"Whydowegotsomuchincommon?Ijustlove

you"Idon'tthinkso

SiyaendedupstandingwithusuntilIfinisedeating

andNandeexcusedherself

"Yougoodnow?"

"SiyastopIt,what'swrongwithyou"

"I'mcheckinguponyou,isthatwrong?"

"SiyayouknowIdon'thaveeyebrowsforyou"

"IknowyoustillmadatmeNanabuttrustme,Ihad

totakeherback"

"Whatever,Iwanttosmokehookah"Isayandhe

looksatme

"Ididn'tknowyoustillsmokethat,I'llgofetchit

outsidethenI'llmakeyouone,youcansitinthe

lounge,I'msuresinceyouandNandeareclose..she



won'tmindyousmokinginside..it'sprettychilly

outside,getyourselfsomethingtodrinkI'llberight

back"hesaysandkissesmyheadquicklyandturns

aroundbutstopinhistracks

"I'msorry,it'sahabit"

Nandedidn'tmindaslongasthecoaldon'tmess

upherfurnitureorrug.

I'mbusysmokingandchattingwithmyneighbours

daughtertocheckuponmyson.It'salmost11and

shesentmeavideoofhimsleeping.Imissmy

baby.

"Isthatyourson?"NandeaskandInod

"Helookssomuchlikehisdad"

"Siyayougotahandsomeson,Icanseewherehe

gotallthelooksfrom"shesaysraisingherglass

filledwithjuice

"Where?letmesee"Siyasayssittingnexttome

takingmyphone

"Daddysboy"hesayssmilingandgivingbackmy



phone

"NandeIneedtouseyourbathroom"isays

standingup

"There'samorecleanprivateoneupstairs,second

dooronyourleft"shesaysandInod

AsIapproachtheseconddoorIhearmurmursin

theroomnexttothebathroom.I'mbusysoIplace

myearonthedoor,Nomanthosearemoans.Iopen

thedoorassoftasIcanandwhatIsawshocked

me.Itookquicksnapsandclosedthedoorand

wentalongmybusiness.WhenIwasdoneIwent

downandsaidbyetoeveryone.

"ThenightisstillyoungEntle"Vuyosaysembracing

meHaibosies

"Ihaveasonathome"Isaytakingmycoat

"Ifyougoing,thenwealsogoing..izaAyanda"Siya

saysalsostandingup

"HaiI'mstaying"she'swasted

NandegivesmeahugincludingLayla



"Wasnicehavingyou"NandesaysandIsmileat

her

"Ayaisnotcomingwith"Ilaughandnod

"Areyouokaydrivingalone?"SiyaasksandIsay

yesalreadystartingmycar

"Bye"hewavesasIdriveout..

[22]

{Minentle}

Iwokeupearlytodayandstartedsprincleaning.I'm

busywiththelastloadofwashing,Icheckthetime

andit'salmost9.Ajaywillwakeupanyminutenow.

WhenI'mdone,Irushintothehousetocheckupon

Ajay.

Iquietlyopenhisbedroomdoorandseehimstaring



intonothinglikehehasproblemsofhisown.He

reallysometimesthinkthatheisold.Ichuckle

shakingmyhead.Heseesmeandclimbsoffthe

bedimmediately,whydidn'tIleavethedoorclosed?

"Mama"hesaysassoonasIpickhimupandmy

heartmelts

"Youhungrybaby?"Iaskonourwaytothe

kitchen,hepointsathismouthandIlaugh

"Okay,mommyisgoingtomakeyousomenicefood

aneh?"

IplacehiminhischairbeforeIstartwithbreakfast.

"Lasttimedaddymadeyousomeofmyfrank

sausagesandspititout,whydon'tyouchoosewhat

youwant?"Isayasiplaceapacketofmyfrank

sausagesandapacketofregularporksausages

infrontofhim.

Helooksatme,takestheFranksausagesandgave



ittomewhilehetooktheregularporksausages.

"SmartMove"Isayandpopmineinthemicrowave

whileimadehisinthepan.

Iwasstillbusywiththelastbaconpieceswhen

someoneenteredthehouse.Iseeit'sSiya,Drama.

Hesitsatthetablewithoutgreeting,haiboimalso

notgoingtogreetyou.

"Jahnehthedisrespect"hesaysoutofthebluebut

IkeepquietinsteadasIdishoutforusandsits

down

HestartsfeedingAjaybutwheneverheopenshis

mouthSiyaputsdownthespoonandclapshis

hands.

"SiyaI'llmashyouifiseeyoudoingthatnonsense

withmysononemoretime"Isayandhelooksat

meandfeedsAjay.

Hekeptcleaninghisteeth.



"SoveleEntleyounotgoingtoaskwhat'swrong?"

Hefinallysays,why?

"Iwaswaitingonyoutotellme"

"Youexpectmetospillthebeanswithoutbeing

asked?AsozenotKum"Iwanttolaughsobad

causehelooksandsoundssogayrightnow

Iclearmythroat

"SorrySiya,what'swrong?whathappened?Youlook

stressed"Isaysarcastic

Hesquintshiseyes

She

"CanyoubelieveitEntle?thedisrespect,shecheated

onme,onSiya..AwholendimEntle"helaughs

clappinghishands

"Who?Nande?"Iaskinaboredtone

"Whatno?Ayandacheatedonme"hesays

"OhsheDid?shame"Isayandcontinuedeating

whilescrollingthroughmyphone

"Youwaytoocalm,didyouknow?"



"Who?me?doyouwantsomemorebacon?"Iask

andhelooksatmebeforenodding

Hestartseatinglikesomeonewho'sstarving.His

foodisfinishedbeforemine.Ajaygiveshimapiece

ofhisbacon

"Ohthanksbuddy"Siyasaysandeatsthebacon,I

laughbecausehejustopenhell

SiyawasstillbusychewingthebaconwhenAjay

startedcryingandpointedatSiya'smouth

"Whatnow?"Siyaasks

"Hewantshisbacon"Ilaugh

Siyaspitsitintotheplate,Ajayseesthecondition

hisbaconisinandhejustthrowshimself

backwardswhilecrying

"Entlehelpplease"hesaystryingtocomfortAjay,I

wipemytearsandsneakabaconpiecetoSiya's

plateandshowhimtoputitinhismouth.

"Ohhbuddylookwhatdaddyhas"Siyasaysand

pullsthebaconpieceoutofhismouthandAjay



smileswhileclappinghishands.

IlaughatthisidiotcalledSiyabecauseheisjust

fellforanothertrap.

AjaypointsatthebaconthenbackatSiya'smouth.

Siyahadtoputitbackandpulloutoutafewtimes

"EntlehelpbeforeIeatthisonetoo"hesayslooking

atmewhileimjustlaughing...

{Ayanda}

Siyaleftearlyagain,I'mindeepshit.Iknowthathe

knowsthatIhadsexlastnight.HowcanIbethat

stupid?IblamethealcoholandVuyois

so...determined.Ican'tseemtoresisthim.Idecided

tocallhim

"Mylove"heanswers

"Don'teven,whatwaswrongwithyoulastnight?"I

lashout



"Woah,youcameatmelove,anddamnyourvagina

tastesnicelastnight,raw"hesaysandIpanic

"Raw!Howcouldyou"Ishout

"Yousaidyouwanteditrawlove"hesayscalm

"IwasdrunkVuyo,howcanyoubesostupid?"

"Lasttimeicheckedyouwereonthose

contraceptivesshitsowhat'salltheshouting

for?callmewhenyoulessmoody"hecutsthecall

Istoppedusingthecontraceptives2monthsago

whenSiyatookmeback.Iwaswillingtodo

everythingtokeepHim,evenifitmeanttrappinghim

withababy.Idon'tlikebabiesbutIwaswillingto

compromiseforSiya,butwehardlyintimatewith

eachother.

I'llgetpregnantonewayortheother.

Igotothebathroomtopee.WhenIwasdoneI

wipedmyselfandIsawblood.Coulditbemy

period?Ihopeso...OhVuyo.



{Unknown}

"Didyoumanagetobefriendher?"

"Idon'tthinkso,butIfeellikeshe'swarmingupto

me,Ijustneedtogetmoreclosertoher"

"Hurryup,Ineedyoutointroducemetoher"

"She'sstubborn,andalert,wecan'trushthings,why

isshesoimportantthough?"

"JustdowhatIpayyouforandstopasking

questions"

Callgetscut....

{Minentle}

Siyaspentthedaywithus,whentheclockhit12I

wenttomyroomandprayed.Iusuallydothiswhen



Idon'tgotochurchonaSunday.WhenIfinished

myprayerandopenedmyeyesIseeSiyaandAjay

atthedoorwithSiya'sheadbowed.

"Ididn'thearyousorry"Isayasistandup

"NoiapologizeforalmostinterruptingYou,wegot

boredsowecametocheckuponyou"Siyasays

andInodAswewalkbacktothelounge.

"Howdoyoufeelthough?"Iaskandhelooksatme

confused

"AboutAyandacheatingonYou?doyouknowwhy

andwithWho?"Iask

HesitsdownandletAjaygoabouthisbusinesson

theground.

"Itfeelsweirdyouknow?Ihaven'ttouchedherever

sinceitookherbackbutthatstilldoesn'tgiveher

reasontocheat....Ihaven'tbeenthebesteitherBut

youknowwemenhavepride"hesaysandInod

"IthinkIknowwhoitmightbebutI'mnotsure,I

meanlike...Iknowshe'sbeenunfaitfulsomehow



butIneverknewshe'ddisrespectmebyhavingsex

whileimcloseby"nowmyearsarewarm

Helooksatmeandlaughs

"Thisfeelsliketheolddayswhenweusedto

gossip"hesays

"Iloveyou"hesaysoutofthebluemakingmyheart

skipabeat

Hetakesmyhandsinhis,thatfeeling,it'sback

"MyheartbelongstoYou,youknow?Ineverstopped

lovingyouEntle"

"Let'sgoforaswim"Iquickysay

Hesmiles

"Perfect"

Ihaven'tswaminawhile.Isearchformyblackone

piece.

WhenIenterthebackyardAjayandhisdadare



alreadyinthewater.

WhenIapproachedthemSiyastaresatme

"Youreallylookgoodineverything"hesaysmaking

meblush.

Isitonthestepsmakingmylegswet

"Nocomejoinme"Siyasays

IseeheplacedAjayinthekiddiespoolwithtoys.

Gettingcomfortably.

IgoinAndSiyacomescloser.Hetakesmyhands

leadingmedeeperuntilthewaterlevelisundermy

breastswhileit'sabovehiswaist.

"Haveievertoldyouhowbeautifulyouare?"He

saysembracingmeandishakemyhead

"We'llyoubeautifulnana,IregretEverythingIever

didtoyou,whenwillwebecomesomething?"That

tookmebysurprise

"Becomeabachelor,leavethebs"Isay

Hesmiles



"AtleastiknowIstillhaveachancewiththeloveof

mylife,mayIkissYou?"Hesaysbendingforward

andInodslowly

Icannevergetenoughofhislips.

Hepicksmeupandplacemeonthesideofthe

poolandbreaksthekiss,looksintomyeyes

"Can'twaittillyoumineagain"hesaysandkisses

myhead..

[23]

{Minentle}

Thishasjustturnedintoalilbraaiificancallitthat.

Siyawhippedoutthebraaistand,madememarinate

alotofmeat.Hejustwentouttobuysomealcohol

foruswhileimbusywiththesalads.

Ihearthedoorbellring,Icheckedwhoitwas.

BeforeIevenapproachedthedoor,itopenedwith



force.

"What'stakingyousolongtoopenadoor?Iknow

youhatemebutyoucan'tletthesunburnallthis

melaninaway"whatishedoinghere?

"IknowyouprobablywonderinghowIfoundout

whereyoulive?"Duh?

"Ihaveconnectionsbabes,what'shappeninghere?a

swimparty?youlookfatty"Irollmyeyes

"Whatareyoudoinghereliya?"Iaskclosingthe

door

"Ifoundaplacefortheshop,yesit'smypleasure

darling"hesayswaltzingintomyhouse

"Iimaginedyourplacemorewowyouknow?top

billinghouses"

"Ifyouheretocriticisemyhouseyoumayleave"I

sayasicontinuewiththegreensalad

"Whatever,whatareyoudoinganyway,doyouhave

company?"

"I'mmakinglunchliya,suka"



"That'salotoffood,nowonderyoulooksofa-"Igive

himalook

"Sofamished,canIjoin?"

"It'llbeinappropriateliya,it'sSundayandAjaysdad

wantedtospendsomefamilytimewithus"I

honestlysay

"YoumeantotellmeyouandSiya?"

"Idon'tknow,no"

"Didn'theand-"

"Yesnowwillyouleaveornot?"Icuthimoff

"Imostdeffinetlywillnotleave"

"Wherearethey?"

"Theywentouttobuyafewstuff"

"Isn'tthatsweet,getmesomewinedear"hesays

makinghimselfcomfortableatthetable

Iclickmytongueandplaceabottleofsweetrosé

infrontofhim

"Haibo,suchcheapwinemaraEntle?"Heasks



shocking

"Drinkitorgohome"Isay

"Iyohit'sfineI'lldrinkit"

Ichucklelookingathim.Liyaisn'tthetypethat

wouldwearshortsorskirts,heonlyworethemwhen

weusedtogooutbackthen.Now?anentireslay

queen,I'mjustgladhekeptthelongnailsand

lashesathome.I'malsogladhebecame

comfortable.Wemaynotseeeyetoeyebutwelove

eachotherlikebrotherandsister.

SoonSiyaandAjayarrives

"Nanaweback"finallyIsaytomyself

Ajaycomesrunningintothekitchenallsticky,his

dadwillhearme.

Hecomesrunningintothekitchentoo

"I'msorry,hemanipulatedmeintobuyinghima

caramelizedicecream,pleaseforgiveme"hesays

withhishandstogether



Ijustlookathim

"Gobathhimke"

"Kodwananacan'tyou?"Hemoans

"Siyatakeyoursonwhomyouspoiled,youdidn't

evenbringmeanything"Isayclickingmytongue

Helaughs

"FineI'llbathMYson"hesaysandtakesAjay

{Siya}

IseeliyaisheretoobutI'llmakeasifididn'tsee

him.IstartbathingAjay,Iwasbusydryinghim

whenmyphonebuzzed.

It'samessagefromVuyo:weonourway,tellEntle

tomakemorefoodbecauseIbroughtcompany.

Ohshit!IbumpedintoVuyoandmycousin

Cromwellatspar.Theyweregoingtochill



somewhereuntilIspilledthebeansaboutwhatI'm

doing.Imighthavesaidtheyshoulddropby.Entle

willkillme,maybeshewon'tmindsinceshehas

company...butthenagainVuyosaidsomething

aboutcompany..Ihopeit'snotalotofpeople.

"Buddyletmedressyouupandlet'sgosoftsoap

mommyOk?yougottohelpme"IsaytoAjayandhe

givesmeanangryface

"Itwasn'tmyfaulthau"

Justaswefinisedupihearsomeoneshout

"SIYABONGAJAMA!"

Amen,looksliketheguysarealreadyhere.I'min

deepshit.IdoashortprayerbeforeleavingAjays

room.

Icanhearalotofpeopletalking.AsIenterthe

loungeIsee6peopleI'veneverseeninmylife

excludingmycousinandVuyo,haiboNande?Why



isshealwayseverywhere?Foramotherofmychild

she'samongsttoomanyalcoholics.It'slikeshe

wantspeopletoknowshe'scarryingmychild.

Igreetthepeopleandsomegirlheldmyhandtoo

longwhichmademeuncomfortable.IglareatVuyo

andCromwellandtheyjustshrug.

IgotothekitchenandIseeEntleisbusycutting

springonions.Aggressively.IkeepAjaybymyside

forprotection.

"Nana...I'mSorryIdidn'ttellYou,itwasjustsuppose

tobeVuyoandmycousin,theyweregoingtodrop

bythat'sit...Idon'tknowallthesepeopleiswear"I

saywalkingslowlytowardsher

Shelooksatmeandpointstheknifeatme

"Wena?"Yoh

"Xolonana,I'llmakeituptoyouIpromiseI'llget

youanythingyouwant"ihonestlysay

"Youbetter,getthesepeopleoutofmyhousetothe



backyardorIwill,andyouknowI'mnotnice"Isay

"Yesyes,I'lldothatrightnow"Isaygoingtothe

lounge

"Gents..ifYoumay,pleasemovetothebackyard"I

say

"Butit'shotoutside,can'twestayinsideinstead?"

Thegirlthatmademeuncomfortablesayswhile

flippingherlongweave.WheredidVuyofindthese

people?

"HesaidmovetothebackbecauseIsaidso,it's

eithery'allmoveorleave"Entlesaysstanding

behindme.

Thegirlwantedtosaysomethingbutherfriend

stoppedher

"SheapologizesMsKhoza,we'llmovetothe

back,nicetomeetyoubytheway,I'mZintleandthis

isNonymyfriend.Ohandthese4aremybrothers"

shestandsupgreetingEntleandEntlesmiles

"NicetomeetyoutooZee,I'mgladsomeofushave



manners..andididn'tmeantosoundrudeIjust

don'tlikealotofpeopleinmyhouse"Entlesays

lookingatmeandichuckle

Meandtheguysarebusywiththemeatwhile

Entle,Zintleandliyaareinhouse,whereliya

disappearedtoearlierononlyHeknows.ThatNony

girlhasbeeninthepoolsincewemovedtothe

back.

"KodwaSiyawhydidn'tyoutellmeyouand

Entle?Youknow?"CromwellsaysandVuyonods

"There'snothingbetweenmeandEntle...yet"Isay

andtheyjustlookatme

TheotherguyswhomIlearnttoknowarePk,Xhanti,

Lunathi,Thando.

Thandokeptlookingatthehouseandhe'sbeen

quietthewholetime.

"IsMinentleKhozareallyyourbabymama?"Xhanti

asksandInod.Hewhistles



"Whydidn'tyoucuffheryet?ain'tyouafraid

someonemightstealher?"Lunathisays

"SheranawaybeforeIcouldandshewasfreefor2

yearsyetshe'sstillnotstolen.Thatshouldsay

somethingtoYou,shecamebacktodaddy"Isay

lookingatthemwhilesippingmybeer

SoonEntle,liyaandZeestartedsettingthetableon

theporchandthatgirlstoppedswimming.She

climbedoutofthepoollikesomewannabewhite

lady.Theboysallwhistlesasshepointsherassin

ourdirection.Nonyisthoseslenderswiththebig

behind.Ijustshakemyhead.Sheain'tgotnothing

onmyEntle.

Igotoherwiththemeatinthebowlandkissher

head.

"Youshouldchange,Youwon'tenterthewater

anymoremos"Iwhisperinherear

"Iwon'tchangebecauseit'shotandIwillswim,can



youquickymakeAjayonemorebottle?Ialready

boiledthewater,he'sasleep,atleastwecanwatch

overhimfromherethroughtheglassdoor"she

saysandInodgivingherthemeat

WeareallseatedandthisNonygirlissittingacross

melookingrightintomyeyes.UNCOMFORTABLE.

"I'mdone"shesays

"You'vebeenpretendingtonotknowmeforthe

pasthourSiya"shesayslookingatmeand

everyonelooksconfused

"Youreallydon'tknowme?"ShesaysandIshake

myheadslowlylookingatEntlebutshe'snot

payingattentiontothis

"Ayearago?Wemetatabar?wesharedanight

togetherbutyoukickedmeoutthenextdaywitha

R200?"ShesaysandLiyalaughs

"R200qha?"Hesaysandlaughs

"Idon'tknowwho'scheapbetweenthe2ofyou,hai

youaremogurl,becausethisonelikesspending"he



sayslaughing

"YohifiwasyouIwasn'tevengoingtobringitup,

kodwaIfeellikeyoulying"hesaysandInod

"WhywouldIlie?Isitimpossibleforsomeonelike

metopullsomeonelikeSiya?Lookatme"Nony

says

"Ewelookartsyou,youlookdesperate...ifIwasn't

thistipsyIwasgoingtosnatchthatcheapthing

fromyourhead"LiyasaysandEntlelaughs

"Andshefinallytalks"NonysayslookingatEntle

"Ohh..soYouwereactuallywaitingforareaction

fromme?"Entlesayssippingherwine,Icansee

fromherfacialexpressionsthatshe'stipsyhence

thequietnesstoo

"IknowyourtypeNono...butYouseeme?Idon't

entertainthelikesofyou,youcometoMY

house...hadafoulattitudetowardsmesinceyou

gotherebecauseofwhat?Siya?"Sheclicksher

tongue



"Andanotherthing,Siyadoesn'tgotobars..it

doesn'tmatterifit'satatavernorclub.Sonexttime

youwanttostartnonsense,godoitsomewhereelse

andstoplookingsodesperate"shesaysandIsmile

thatinstant

Ajaycriesandshegoesintoattendhim,lookslike

hecouldn'tfindhisbottlewhilehewasasleep.

It'sstillquietaroundthetable.

"Nonywhatdoyoudoforaliving?"HaiboLiya

Nonylooksathimbeforeanswering

"I'mself-employed"sheconfidentiallysaysandLiya

burstintolaughter

"Jahneh,thethingsGodblessesuswith"hesays

andlaughsagain

SoonEntlecomesoutandshe'sonlywearingher

swimsuit.Thetablegoesquiet.



Shecomestothetable,takesherwineglass,throws

allhermeatinonebowl,placesherphoneinthe

bowltoosies..andtakesonebottleofwinewithher.

Wearestilllookingatherassheswaysherbigass

walkingawayfromusgoingtothepoolside.

Igetabonerthatinstant.Whywouldshewalk

aroundlikethat?......

[24]

{Siya}

EveryoneisstillwatchingEntle.She'sswimming

lookingallsortsofsexyandbeautiful.

"Cuzzyourbabymamalookingfineashell"my

cousinsaysandIglareathim

"IfshehadnorelationtoyouwhatsoeverI'dcuffher

rightnow"Lunathisays,thisguyisgettingonmy

lastnerves



AllofasuddenLiyaandZintlestoodupandjoined

Entle.Ohboy.

"It'shot,let'sgojointhem"Thandothequietone

saysalreadystandingupandtherestnods

I'mnowaloneatthetable,ohwaittheliarisstillhere

*rollsmyeyes*.

"Younotjoiningthem?"Sheasks

"I'mnotyourfriend"Iglareather

"Munch?"Mywholebodygetsgoosebumpsas

Entlecallsmebythatnickname

"Ohheynana,youdoneswimming?"

"Almost,comejoinmebeforeoursonwakesup"the

wayshesaid'ourson'mademesmile

ShelooksatNonywho'sbeenlookingatusthe

wholetime

"Younotwantedhere"Entlesaystoher



"Icameherewithmyfriends,ifyoukickmeoutyou

kickingallofusout"shesayscocky

Entlelaughs

"Ok"shesaysandturnsaround

"Everyonewho'sbefriendedorcameherewiththis

jezebel,pleaseleavemyhouse"shelookssosexy

rightnow

Everyoneislookingateachother,IseeZintle

wantingtosaysomethingbutshefoughtitand

wentaboutherbusinesswithLiya,therestdidthe

same.

EntleturnsaroundtofaceNony

"Likeisaid...You..not..welcome..here"shesaysand

witheachwordshewalksclosertoNony,shestand

upquickybutEntledoesn'tevenflinch

Nonylooksateveryone

"YouforrealZintle?IthoughtIwasyourfriend"she

saysgoingclosertothepooltowhereZintleisat.



Zintlelookssoft,shedoesn'tsayanythingbut

continuestodrinkhercider

"Iwasfriendswithyoujustforyourmoney

anyways"shesaysandclickshertongue

BeforeshecouldwalkawayLiyahadherbyherleg

andpulledherintopoolandhelaughed

"AREYOUCRAZYYOU-IJUSTREDIDMYMAKE-

UP!"ShescreamsandLiyalaughsmore

"Yohsies"LiyasaysashermakeupcomesoffAnd

makesafatlayeronthewater

WhenNonysawthisshequickyranoutofthewater

grabbedatowelandranout.

LiyaandZintlehighfivewhilethebrothersjust

shakestheirheadButThandochuckles.Mycousin

andVuyoontheotherhandwerebusymaking

videosandthey'vebeenwatchingitoverandover

laughingthemselvestodeath.

Everyoneisnowinside.Thewomenarebusy



cleaningwhileusgentsarewatchingsoccer.

Suddenlyimhungry.I'llaskEntletomakemea

sandwich.AsIapproachthemIheregiggles.

"Mustbenice"isayandtheyallspreadout

"Entle,nana,makaAjay,myheart-"shecutsmeoff

"Youhungry?"Inodandshelooksathernew

friendsawkward

"Thenstarve"shesaysandpackstheremaining

platesawayhaibo

"Entle-"

"Youdidn'tbuymeanythingfromtownand...and

I'mcravingformyusualgoodiessobadSiya"she

saysclosetocrying

"Golookinthefridgeattheback,there'saPnP

plastic"Isayinaboredtone

Hereyessparkleandsherunstothefridge

Iwantedtogiveherthosestufftonightwhenshe's

alone,partypooper.



Sheloseshermindandstartscryingagain.What's

wrongwithher?Shehugsmeandshakesmeso

muchInearlythrewup.

"Thankyoudaddy"shesaysandkissesmycheek

Shestartseatingthebiltongfirstonthespot.Soi

won'tgetfoodhere?Asifshereadmymind

"Ohyeayouwerehungry"shesayswithhermouth

stuffedwithbiltong

Shetakesoutaplatterfilledwithdifferenttypesof

sandwiches

"Iknewyou'dbehungry,theothersareprobablyalso

hungrybuttheyshytosay,shouldImakesome

coffeetoo?"

"Thatwouldbegreatthankyou"Isayandhead

backtotheguys,theydiginimmediately.

{Minentle}



"Howdoyousleepwithahousefilledwith

handsomemenlikethose?"IaskZee

"Handsome?youneedglasses,thosearejerks"she

sighs

"I'm23butthewaytheyare?I'veneverdatedbefore"

shesaysandLiyaslapsheronherhands

"Sobabyyoustillsealed?"Heasksshockingand

Zeelooksattheguysfirstbeforeshakingherhead

andLiyaisevenmoreshocked

"Haibohow?"Hewhispers

"Well...Imetthisguyawhileagoandhesweptme

offmyfeetandIjustgaveittohim"Shewhispers

andIlaughandtheylookatme

"Nonotinthatway,yoursituationmakesmethink

aboutmeandSiyabackthen,Igavemyvirginitynje

notevendatingfor3month's.WhenIthinkaboutit

nowI'dlaughmeinacoma"isayandtheylookat

me

"Buty'allstillloveoneanotherright?"Zeeasks



"That'sarhetoricalquestionmylove,notevena

monkeycanseparatethosetwo"Liyasays

"WearestillonyouZee,willwebemeetingthisguy

what'shisname?"Isay

"Well,soonIhope,thatwayyoucangrowcloseto

mybrothersandsoftsoapthem...hisnameis

Jason"Zeesays

"Oeeeishecolouredorwhite?"Liyasaysquickly

andZeelaughs

"Inbetween,Idon'tknow"shesays

"Maa"Ajaycomestothekitchenwhilerubbinghis

eyes,mybabyprobablytired.Ipickhimup

"SIYA!"

"DoesAjayhaveanybottlesleft?"Iaskandheyells

noandIstartmakinghimone

"Ireallydon'tknowhowyoudoitEntle"Zeesays

andilookather

"Likeyou'vebeenthroughsomuch,youdosomuch



alreadybutyoustillfindwaystoliveandlookafter

yourson"shesays

"Ican'tsayit'sbeeneasyButthisonerighthereis

thereasonwhyI'mstillhere"IsaykissingAjay.

SoonXhantiandPkcameintothekitchen.These

twolooksodark,theiraura.Theonlythingtheydid

thewholedaywassaythankyou/yes/no.They

almostlookalike,butPKlooksolder.

"Zintleweneedtogo"bothofthemsays

"Butit'snoteven9yet"shepleads

Theybothgiveheralookwhichsendsshiversdown

myspine

"FINE!ButIwanttovisithernextweek"shesays

"It'sokwe'llbringyou"haibo

MeandZeeexchangenumbersandbidgoodbye.

"Waitforme,letmeridewithy'alltchin"Liyasaysas

hepicksuphisheels



"Byefatty"hesaystomeandkissesmycheekandI

jusshakemyhead.

"SoosinceAjayisasleep.Wehavethehouseallto

ourselvesright?"Siyasaysinmyearashecloses

thedoor

"WedobutI'mtired,mindgivingmeamassage?"He

grins

"Nearthefireplace?withtherestofyourgoodies

andaglassofwine?"Imoanasthatsoundsso

good

Hewasstillbusywithmyfeetwhenhisphonerang.

Hetoldmetoanswersinceitwasclosertome.I

sawthecallerID'Ayanda'

Ianswer

"Siya'sphonehello"

"Youknowwho'sthissfebe,justwantedtoknow

whereMYmanis"IlaughandSiyalooksatme



"Jahnehwhatapittyhe'shere,shouldIgivehimthe

phone?"IaskasIalreadyhavethephonetoSiya

andhetakesit

Herollshiseyesbeforeanswering

{Ayanda}

Thiswomanisdrivingmenuts.Shehastheodacity

toanswerthephone.FeelslikeDejaVu.Ihave

nothingtodosoItookphoto'sandscrolledthrough

socialmedia.IseeZintleZanapostedalotof

pictutes.She'sthisdowntoearthprettygirlwho's

bornintothiswealthyfamilyandhastheemost

handsomebrothersyoucouldthinkof.Ilook

throughherrecentphoto'sandIfeelmyheartskipa

beat

'@MsKhoza's theworldcoulddowithmore

independent,amazingandstrongwomenlikeyou'a

pictureofthetwoofthemInthekitchendrinking

wineandcooking,someatthepool.



Iseemorewhereallherbrother'sareincluding

Vuyo,Siyaandanotherguybusybraaingmeat.I

should'vebeentheretootsk.

Zintlepostedthepicturesbuteverycommentisjust

directedtoEntle/herclothes/herhouseandno

negativecomments.Evenmygirlgangcommented,

suchbetrayal.

Iorderin,Thesepeoplejustruinedmydiet!...

[25]

MONDAY

{Ayanda}

SoSiyadidn'tbothercominghomelastnight.What



shouldido,I'mbored.Mygirlshavebeendistant

withme.Idecidedtodressupsexyandtakeafew

picturestopost.Shoppingforunnecessarystuffis

deffinetlyonmylisttoday.

{Minentle}

IwokeupbeforeSiya.He'sstillsleeping,he'sso

handsome.Ilookatthetattooeddateonhisarm

again.Whatwillmakethingsdifferentthistime

around?

I'vebeenlookingatthepicturesoftheemptyshop

Liyafound.Itlooksgood,goodconditionand

spacious.Ishouldcheckitoutlaterontoday.

"Youknowhowbadthoseglassesonyoureyescan

beifyouusethemsoearlyinthemorning"Siya

saidcomingintotheloungelookingallsortsof

handsome



"Youknowican'tdoanythingwithoutthese"Isay

takingthemoff

"Whenareyougoingtowork?"Iaskandhelaughs

"Idon'tneedto,Icanjustcheckuponthingsatthe

officetoday,youcancomewithme...YouandAjay"

hesays

Istanduptomakeussomecoffee

"UnfortunatelyIcan't,Liyaandihavetocheckout

thisnewshopformybusiness,andIhavealunch

datewithmyfriendLauren...Youstillrememberher

right?"

"ShouldIcomewithYou?Ohyea,isshestilldating

thatguy?Mikeorwhatever"

"Youdon'thaveto,theyaremarriednowandthey

havetwinsandit'sMichael"Isayhandinghimhis

coffee

"Thoseguysfromyesterday,theylookvery

familiar,despitethembeingbornoutofoneofthe



richestfamilies,IfeellikeI'vemetthembeforeyou

know?"Siyasays

"Isearchedthem,butIfeellikewe'vemet

somewhere"stalker

"Mmhhok,isAjaystillokay?"Henods

"Canyouwhipupsomethingtoeat?Ireallyneedto

getready,theowneroftheshopconfirmedthe

time,he'sabusymansomeandLiyacan'tbelate"I

sayalreadyonmywaytomyroom

30minuteslaterandI'mdone.Dressedinaroyal

blue3piece,babyblueheels.Neverforgetthe

jelwery,somethingsimpleandsilvertoday.Hairtied

attheback,everyhaiestrandonit'splace.

IreceiveatextfromLiya:girlI'malreadyoutside

theshop,hurryup.

"SiyacanyoutakeAjaytothedaycare?please?"I

askhimandIseehe'salreadybustpreparingAjay.



Sweet.

"Noproblem"hesaysashelooksatme

"Youlooklikearealbusinesswoman,Ijusthatethe

factthatotherpeoplewillseehowsexyyouare"

selfish

"Thankyou,behaveyourselves,anddon'tfallfor

Ajaystricksagain"Isayasikissbothofthemon

thecheek.

IstopinmytracksasIrealisewhatIjustdid.Ilook

backandSiyalookslikeacatwhojustreceivedhis

milk.

"Don'tgetusedtoit,Iwasinamoment"Iconfess

andwalkoutquickly

"Remindmetoneverwaitforyouinthefuture"Liya

says

Theownerhasnotevenopenedtheshopbuthe's

actinglikethis

Mywordsarenotevencoldandhearrived.Waita

minute.Isn'tthat?Xhanti?Zintle'sbrother?He



looks...wowsobusinessy(ifthat'saword)

"Goodmorningmyapologiesforrunninglate,Ireally

haveabusydaytoday"hesaysopeningtheshop

"YoubeinghereisanhonourMrZana"Liyasays

flattered.

"I'mjustgladthattheshopwillbetakenbypeople

likeyou"hesaysashelooksatme.

Hewasn'tlikethisatmyhouse.Who'sthisand

whathashedonetothenotalkXhantiorshouldi

sayMrZana

WeentertheshopandIloveit.It'snotdamagedat

all.It'sstillclean,whiteeverywhere.Itevenhasa

secondfloor.

"We'lltakeit"LiyasaystoXhantiandhechuckles

"It'scostybutIknowyoucanaffordit,I'llgiveyoua

bonusanyway"



"Whatwasthisbeforeanyway"Iaskhim

"Thiswasajelweryshop,mineactually"hesays

andIgasp

"Youmovedit?"Iaskandheshookhishead

"Myworkerscouldn'tkeepupwithmy...workingskill

soIfiredthem"hebluntlysays

"Lookingforpotential?"Iaskandhelooksatme

"AreYou?"HeasksandIlookathiminconfusion

"Imaybe,IownalittlejelweryshopinBelgium

too,butwitheverythingthat'sgoingonImightclose

itdown"Isay

"Iknowaboutyourshop,IsawyourworkandI'm

impressed,wantedustoworktogetherbutyou

neveraround,youtrustyourworkerstoomuchto

justleavethemalone"

"HowwilltheyworkifI'mconstantlylookingover

them?howwilltheyimprove?Ineverwantmy

workerstostaywheretheyare,especiallyifthey

havepotential"Ibarkbackandhechucklesand

nods



"Goodpoint,butyouliveherenow,youshould

considermovingorclosingthebusiness,here'smy

bankingdetails,I'msureyou'llputmyshopinto

greatuseMsKhoza"hesaysandgivesLiyathe

keysbeforeheadingout

"OmgheissooyummyEntle,Ican'tbelievewejust

boughtTheeMrZana'sshop"Liyasaysshakingme

"Getagripit'sthesameXhantithatwasatmy

house"Isaypushinghimandheclickshistongue

"Younevertoldmeyouownajelweryshopmxm,

Youdon'tevenknowwhowasatyourhouse,looks

likeIgetmyownoffice,I'mtakingthelessspacious

onesincetheremaybesomethingbrewingbetween

youandMrZana,justbecauseI'mbeingnicedon't

meanwefriend"hesaysheadingtothesecond

floorandIshakemyhead.

What'ssospecialaboutXhanti?Yeshe'shandsome

Icangivehimthat,noringonhisfinger.Whyishea

bachelor?



"Entlestopdaydreaming,weneedtostartbuying

furnitureandyouneedtohavevision,thisplace

needsmeandsodoyou"Liyacanbetoomuch

Hewhippedouthisphone

"Comewemustcreateapagesothatpeoplewill

know,they'llcomestreaminginwhentheyknowi

workhere"

"LiyaImayhavealotofdesignsthatarereadyBut

westillneedsomeonewhowillhelpmemakethe

clothes,youagooddrawerbutwhenitcomesto

actuallymakingtheclothes?yousuckbigtime.

Whileyoubusywiththosepostswhatwhat,saywe

lookingforsomeonewhocandesign,someonethat

willbeanassethere,noslackers"heglaresatme

andgoesabouthisbusinessonthephone

Myownclothingshop.WhothoughtthatI'dopen

myown?Mymomalwayssaidishouldgointo

education.IalsothoughtIshouldbackthen,butI

justlovedhelpingpeoplewiththeirproblems,so



psychologywasthedream.

I'mthankfulformyaunt,Ihatedbusiness,butwhen

sheshowedmethat'swherethemoneylies,I

wantedtolearnmoreaboutit.

Idecidedtotextmymom:finallyboughtashop

whereIcansellclothes,neverstoppeddesigning

them,letmeknowwhenyou'llvisit.

Forthepast2monthswe'vebeencommunicating

throughthephone.Shecouldn'tcometome

becausemydadistemporarilyparalyzedcausedby

multiplestrokes.MymombeingmymomShedidn't

wantmetomovebackforawhilesothatIcanhelp

her.

Evenifihavetopayahugeamountofmoneyfor

themtobehereI'lldoit.

[26]



1MONTHLATER

"Entleyou'llbelateforyourownopening!"Liya

shoutsfromthelounge

IcomeoutandIseeLiyaandZintlelookingsexy.

Zintlewasdressedinasilktightdresswithatigh

highslit.BothherandLiya'smakeupwasdoneby

Lauren.Liyawaswearingagoldshortjumpsuit.I

don'tknowifhethinkswe'llwalkonaredcarpetbut

theylookgood.

"Youlookamazing,nowonderyouweretakingso

long"ZintlesaysandIthankher

"Laurensaysherhusbanddiddeliverthefood,they

willgetusthere"LiyasaysasIsaybyetoAjayand

hisbabysitter.

"Siyaandmybrotherswillbetheretoo,I'm

surprisedthattheydidn'tdriveusthemselves"

Zintlesays



WhyamIsonervous?IfoundoutwhoZintle's

brothersareandIwasshooked.Ifeltlikeafooland

IalsobeendodgingXhantieverytimehechecksup

ontheshop.Theyarehighlyrespectedespecially

Xhantisincehe'stheoldest.HowI'llfacehimtoday

onlyGodknows.

ThroughouttherideLiyatalksnon-stop.Taking

pictures,ZintlecanseethatI'mgettingirritatedso

shestartsplayingmusic.

Wearriveandweseealotofwomenalreadythere.

Lookingthroughtheclothes.Somearehaving

Champagne,nice.

"Youguyslookamazing"Laurensayscoming

towardsus.

"Iknowbabe,andsodoyou,getmesomewine,it's

goingtobealongday"Liyaisreallyfullofdrama



"Nicetry,EntlecomesayhitoMichael"Laurensays

draggingmetowhereherhusbandis

"HunnyyoustillremembermyfriendEntleright?"

"Finally,yesIdo,goodworkEntle,youreallymaking

nameforyourself,andIcanalreadyseethatyou'll

goplaces,congratsanddoenjoythefood...itwon't

beeverydaythaty'allgetfoodmadefromachef

likeme"Michaelasayscockymakingmechuckle

"Smartmouth,ohthemenarehere,gojointhem"

Laurenpusheshimtowardswheretheguysare

MeandXhantilockeyes.SiyaarrivedwithAyanda

onhisside.Thismanreallydon'tknowwhathe

wants.

"ExcusemeMsKhoza?Aretheseclothesforsale?"

Iturnaround

"Unfortunatelynotmyma'am"isayasitakea

champagneglass,clickaspoonagainstitgetting

everyone'sattention

"WelcometoM'severyonethatcouldmakeitI



appreciateyoursupport,itmeanstheworld.Thisis

onlyanopeningmyfellowpeople.Wherei

showcasemydesigns.Nothingissellable,so

whicheverclothingyoulike,justtakethethesticker

above,afterthatyoucangotoZintle/MsZana,stick

thestickerinthebookleaveyourcontact

details,personaldetailsnexttothesticker.Ifyou

knowyoursizesjustleavethemthere.Sinceyou

guysareoneofthefirsttoentermyshopyou'llalso

gettohaveyourveryfirstclothingmadespecially

foryou.Ohandyoucanonlychooseoneoutfit"I

say.Mostaresulkingwhilemostaresmiling

IthoughtItoldLiyatoinformthepeopleaboutthis?

Theshopisgettingalittleemptynow.Thisgives

meanopportunitytogotothebathroom.

IfinishmybusinessandIbumpintosomeoneon

mywayout.

Ilostmybalancebutgotcaughtbytheperson.



"Nevertookyoufortheclumsytype"Ilookupand

seeit'sXhanti.Myheart.

Mymouthturnsdryinaninstant,whatisshedoing

here?

"Mymindisjustsomewherepardonme"Isayasi

wanttopassbuthestopsme

"You'vebeenavoidingme,why?"Thatvoiceisso

wettening

"Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout"Ilie

"Youlying,whenyoulieyourfingerstwitch"hesays

takingholdofmyhand.

Somepeoplearehandsomeshame.

Heclosesthegapbetweenus

"Icantakeyourighthere,allIwantistohaveyou

rightherewoman,Wedon'thavetodoanythingafter

That"hesaysashesnuggleshisheadintomy

neck,slowlykissingme.



Myunderweargetswetthatinstant.Thiscocktail

dresswillbetheendofme.

"Myoffice"IsayandIwishIcouldkickmyvagina

becausethisisallhertalking

Henodsasheleadstheway.

Weentermyofficeandhelocksthedoorinan

instantandattacksmylips.Suchsoftcreatures.

Helaysmedownonthetableandstartsundressing.

Itakeoffmypantiesandthrowthemsomewhere.

He'sstillinhispantsashecomesforwardkissing

meagain.Icanfeelhisdickonmythrobbing

vagina,she'sjustspillingjuicescalmdowngirl.

Herubshiserectiononmyvaginaandthefriction

justsendsshiversdownmyspine.

"Ineedtotastethat"hesayslookingatmyvagina

andIclosemylegs.Heopensthenwithforceagain.

Hebringsmychaircloserandsitsonit.Hisface



directlyfocusedonmyvagina.Hestickshisfacein

myvaginaandstarteatingthelifeoutofit.Mytoes

curlandmybackarchasImoan.

Heflicksmyclitwithhisthumbwhilehistongueis

deepinsidemyvagina.IbeganfeelinghotandI

knewI'mgoingtocum.Myworldcamecrumbling

downwhenXhantistopped.

"Whyyy?!"Imoanshout

"Notyet"hesaysandstandsuplickinghislips

Hepullsdownhispantsincludingboxersandhis

harddickstandsfirm.

"Youclean,I'llpullout"hesaysandInod

"Gentle,you'llbethesecondguyIsleptwithallmy

life"iwhisperandhenodskissingmyhead

Hestroakshisdickbeforerubbingitonmyvagina

andImoanwhilehecursed

"Ifit'sthishotouthere,Ibetit'shellinthere"hesays



lookingatmebeforeentering.

Vaginadon'tembarrassme.Heentersbutgetstuck

alittlemakingmesuckmybreathwhilediggingmy

nailsintohisbareback.

"Relax"hewhispersandIdoalittleashegoesin

inchbyinch.

Whenhe'sinfullyIcouldbreath.

"Whywouldyouhidesuchgoodstuffmami"he

saysbeforegoinginandoutslowlymakingme

moan.

HestartspickinguphispaceandIfeelmyself

buildingupagain.Mytoesstartedcurlingmyback

archedmymouthformedanOasIrelease.My

wholebodystartsshakingaspleasureshoots

throughmywholebody.

"That'sit"Xhantisaysandhisvoicesendsmore

chillsdownmyspine.

Whenmyorgasmsustainedhestartedrammingme.



Chasinghisownorgasm.Drivingmeinsaneashe

putsonelegabovehisshoulderwhiletheotherone

isbenttotheside.AshepicksuphispaceIfeelyet

anotherorgasmcoming.Hefeelsitandsmiles

beforeclosinghiseyesagain.

Onthecountofthreebothofuscametogetheras

hespilledhisseedsinme.

Afterawhile

"I'msorry,Iwasjustcaughtinthemoment.I'llsend

somemorningAfterstoyouInthemorning"hesays

standingup

"Andfuckwoman,That'sfireyougotdownthereI

say"

"WehadanagreementXhanti,getupgetmethepills

andgohome.Ineedtocleanup"Isayandhenods

gettingdressed.

Beforeleavinghegivesmeajuicykiss.

Thatwasagreatquickydamn!Itthatwhatother



dicktastelikeGirl?Iaskmyvaginawho'sburning

up.

Isprinttothebathroomandcleanmyself.I'llgeta

goodnightsleeptonight...

[27]

{Minentle}

Iwokeupthenextmorningfeelingrefreshed.

Scenesoflastnightcloudmymind.Iremember

aboutthemorningAfterpill,Xhantibluetickedmy

reminder.Idon'tneedhimshame,I'llbuyitfor

myself.

Igetup,takeabathandgetdressedinmyblack

tracksuitandpushins.Ajayhastoforgiveme

kodwakehe'scomingwithme.Sleepyornot.

Icheckuponhimandhe'sstillsleeping,hehasan

extrabottle,good.



Istraphimintohisseatbeforegettingintothecar.

Drivingtothenearestpharmacy,Icheckmyphone

andIseeXhantiisonlinebutstillnotreplyingtomy

message.Thisguy.

{XhantilomziZana}

Where?how?NowonderthatSiyaboyisso

overprotectivetowardsher.Sheshowedmeflames

lastnight,Ialmostcuffedherrightthere.Wehadan

agreementthough,butafterItastedherstuff?She

mightaswellgivemeababynow.

That'sthereasonwhyI'mignoringhermessage.

"Sir..she'sonherwaytothepharmacy"myright

handmansaycomingintomyofficeandmyheart

startsbeating



"Getthecarready"Iquicklysayandhenods

Ithoughtshewould'veforgottenorwaitforme.

NowihavetopretendlikeIwasonmywaytobuyit.

I'llmakeyouminebychoiceorbyforceEntle,but

fornowI'llplayitsafe.

{Minentle}

Ijustfinishedpayingforthepillsandwater.WhenI

exitedtheshopIdrankedthepillsimmediately,I

took2forincase.Blackguy'sspermsarequickand

strong,they'llevenmakeyoupregnantthrough

injectionandimplants.Can'ttakeanychancesright

now.

Ibumpintosomeoneandmyphonealmostfell.

"I'msosorry,youshouldlookwhereyougoing"that



voice,mybreathingchanges

"Xhanti?"WhenIseehisfaceIgetangry

"Whydidn'tyoubuythedamnstuff??!Youignoring

mebutyouonlinethewholetime,youeven

bluetickedmewhatthehell?"I'mreallymad

"I'mreallysorryEntle,Ihadabusymorningandit

nearlyslippedmymind,Asyoucanseebasedon

howimdressedIhadameetingbuthadtocutit

shortassoonasIsawthemessageimreallysorry"

hesayslookingsincere

"Youcould'vetoldme,foraminuteIthoughtyou

wantedtoimpregnatemeonpurpose"Isay

laughingandhechuckleslookingaway

"HowaboutWegrabbreakfast?"Heasks

"IhaveAjayinthecarandlookatmeno"Isay

"Hecanjoinus,plusyoulookgreatinanythingyou

wear"suchaflirt

"Raincheck?"IaskandIseedisappointmentonhis

faceandhenods



{Xhanti}

Howcanthiswomanjustdenyme?Thewayshe's

dressedmakesmymembertwitch.

IdecidedtoheadbacktomyhousesinceIlied.

AsIwaschillingtheelevatoropened.

"Wegoingouttonightright?"Lunathisaysdropping

hisbodyontheUshapedcouch.

"No"isayscrollingthroughInstagram

"Younevergoout,maybeIshouldinviteEntletogo

outwithus"

"Shewon'tagree"Iboredlysay

"Let'sbet"hesaysandItakeoutR400andhe

whistles

"Nevermindtakebackyourmoney"hesulks

"What'syourplanwithheranyway?Youcanhave

anyoneyouwantwheneveryouwant"



"Whosaidiwanther?"

"Wheneveryouhavesexwithsomeoneyoutellus

howitwas,butyoudidn'ttellushowitwaswith

Entle,Imeanwearealldyingtoknowyouknow?so

wecanknowwhattoexpectwhenwehavesomeof

he-"

"YoukeepyourfilthyhandsoffEntleorI'llslityour

throatandImeanitbrother"Icuthimoff

Iheadtomyindoorgym

"Ohandifihearthatyouguyswerebreathingthe

sameairasEntletherewillbeproblems"isayas

closethedoorbehindme.

{Minentle}

Ispenttherestofthedaydesigningtheclothesfor

thosethatwereattheshop.I'llneedtostart

workingwithafactorysoon.Zintlewon'tcomplain

butIwill,2peoplemakingclothesforashop?Don't



beridiculous.

ImakesomethingtoeatformeandAjay.Thisboy

needstogetawayfromthecartoonforawhile

becausehe'sgluedtothem.Hethrowsafitwhen

I'minfrontofhim.

Thedoorbellringsandthepersonenters.Haibo

Wait.

"Girlhereyougo,I'vebeenupsinceearlythis

morning"Zintlesayshandingme4designs.Wow

I'mgladthatLiyastoppedafewpeopleandmade

thelimit20people

Iplacethedesignsonthecouch

"You'vebeenbusyhey"Isayandshelaughs

"Child'splay,Idonothinganywaysplusmybrother

Thandohelpedalot"shesayssittingdown

"Heshouldhelpmetooshemno"isayandpourher



somewine

"Sooooo?"Shesayslookingatmeandilookather

weirdly

"What?"

"YouandmybrotherHuh?"Shesayswinkingatme

"There'snothingbetweenmeandyourbrother"

"Icanletsomethinghappen"batong

"Whydoyouwantsomethingtohappenbetween

meandyourbrotherandnotmeandSiya?"Iask

"WellI'veneverreallyhadarealsisterinlaw,allmy

brothersneverlastlonginanything,theycallit

passingtimewiththesegolddiggersplusSiyais

incisive,andIdoubthe'llbeabletoleaveAyandafor

yousinceAyanda'sdadisthisbiginvestorinSiya's

musiccareersoinbasicwords-"

"ButSiyaneverneededinvestorsbefore"Icuther

"YeabutwiththehelpofAyanda'sdadHereceived

muchmoremoney"shesaysandInod



SoSiyaisstayingwithAyandaallbecauseof

money.Bastard.

{Siya}

Ayandaknowsjusthowtoruinmylife.Shedidit

oncenowshe'sdoingitagain.

Ineedtofindawaytocatchher,Iknowshe'supto

nogoodIjustneedprooftoblackmailherthenIcan

leaveherwithoutherfatherruiningme.

{Unknown}

"It'sbeenmorethanamonthAndihaven'theard

anythingfromyou"

"I'msorryit'sjustshe'ssobusyshedoesn'teven

answermycalls"Isay

"Doyouknowmyenemyisafterher?"



"I-illgotoherhouseifihavetothen"

"I'mgivingyouaweekorI'llspillyoursecretto

whomyouhidingthetruthfrom"

"NonoI'lldoityouhavemyword"Isaypanicking

andhecutsthecall

[28]

{Minentle}

Aftereveryonereceivedtheirclothestheshop

startedgettingmorecustomers.Ican'tbelieveit's

beenamonthalreadyandwebooming.

Wenowworkwithafactorysoeverythingisfaster.

"ChomImgoingonlunch,it'snotmylunchyetbut

I'mstarving"Liyacomesintomyoffice

"LiyaIgetthatyoudon'towemeanythingbutyou



can'tjustwaltsintomyofficelikethis,have

mannersandnoyoucannotgoonlunch.Weall

agreedtoworkthroughlunchsoI'llorderlunchfor

us"Isay

"Oh,Iagreed?Doesn'tsoundlikesomethingI'd

say,willyoubepaying?ifyouareI'dwantsome

steers"hesaysandleaveswithoutclosingthedoor

nc

"SoMrMerkenyouwantmetoflydown?Howwill

thatbepossible?Iwanttoseethenewextended

dinersobad,can'tweSkypethemeeting?"Iplead

"PleaseMiné,plusweallmissyou,ourregular

customersareaskingaboutyou,wecouldSkypebut

IpreferyoubeinghereinpersonMiné.."

Irubmyface

"Okiunderstandsirbutonlyfor1week"Isay

"That'smorethanenoughMiné,I'lllettheothers

know,timeframe?"

"Tellthemin2monthstime,Ihavealotgoingonat



themoment,I'msureyou'veheardaboutmynew

clothingshop"Isaysmiling

"Perfect,howcanInot?Youwerealwaysdestined

forgreatthingsMiné"

MrMerkenisyouroldbutrefusestolethisage

makehimoldtypeofmale.He'shandsomeandthe

greyhairmakesacherryontop.He'slikeasecond

fatherbutonethatlikesyoungergirlstokeephim

young.

Hisdinerisoneofthebest.Mikeusedtotakeme

thereandI'dcommentonthefood.

ThisonetimeMrMerkendecidedtomeetme

personally.Wehititofftillheaskedmetohelpout

inthekitchenoncesincehewasshortstaffed.I

madesomethingcompletelydifferentandthe

customerlovedit.

FromthereIstartedmakingfood/servingtillMr



Merkenaskedmetobehisbusinesspartner.Sold

45%ofhissharestome.

Hehasareallygoodheart.Ihopehesettlesdown

soon.

{Xhantilomzi}

"It'stheirlunchtime...noonehascomeoutyet.

Why?"Iaskmyrighthandmanwhilewatching

Entle'sshopfromadistance

"ApparentlytheyareallworkingthroughlunchSir"

hesays

"Isee,let'sgotoAsami's,Entlelikestheirfood"Isay

andBrunonodsashedrivesoff

AttheshopIaskforplentyofnoodlesforEntle.

She'smoreaChinesepersonButJapanesewilldo.

She'lleatitaslongasitcontainsnoodles.

Idon'tcareabouttheotherpeoplesoIboughtthem



snackburgersatkfc.Beggerscan'tbechoosers.

IentertheshopandIseemysisteratthefrontdesk

busyeatingwhilegoingthroughdocuments.The

shophaslessthan8peoplewho'sonlybrowsing

through.WhentheyseemetheystartsmilingbutI

nodinsteadasIgotomysister

"Ifitisn'tmyoneandonlysisterIcomebaring

gifts,Christmascomesonceayear"Isayandshe

smilesstandingup

"IsthatbigboxMine?Ialwaysknewyoulovedme"

shesaysgoingforEntle'sfoodandIstopher

"Thisisyours"Isayandtakeouthersnackburger

andchipsatleast

Iseedisappointmentonherface

"Intonile?"Sheasks

"Haibobuyingyoulunchisnotevenmyjobbe

gratefultchin"Isay



Liyacomesdown,ohGod

"Noway!MyXhanti"hesaysandIfakeasmile

"Ibroughtlunch"Isayandhemakesascene

"Iknewyoualwayswantedme"hesaysgrabbing

thebigboxandIslightlypushhimaway

"Thisisyours"Isayasigivehimhissnackburger

andchips

Helooksatitthenatmeagain

"Whatisthis?EvenEntleboughtusallsteerswena

youbusybringingdirtyoilythingssiesmarn"

"Ungrateful"IsayandgotoEntle'soffice

IknockfirstAndihearhertellingmetocomein

She'swearingherglasses.Thiswomanisjusta

wow.Onecouldseeit'sbeenahecticmorning,hair

strandsinherface.Nakedfeetonherwhitefluffy

carpet.



Sheliftsupherheadandhereyespop

"Xhanti?Whatareyoudoinghere?"Notevena'hi'?

"I'mgoodtooEntlehowboutyou?"Isaysarcastic

butshedoesn'tbudge

"Ibroughtyoulunch"Isayinnocent

"Lunch?That'swhyyou'reher-"shegetscutoffby

someoneenteringtheoffice

"Entl-"ohit'sherbabydaddy

"Siya?"Sheaskedconfused

"Ibroughtyousomelunch"hesaysandIshakemy

head.Punk

Entlelooksatusandlaughs

"Y'allneedahobby,Ineversaynotofreefood"she

saysandtakesbothourboxes

Weglareateachother

"Youhavesomenerve"Isayoutsidetheshopto



Siya

"Nerve?Iwonderwhatwillshesayifitellheryou

stalkingherandthatyourbusinessisjustacover

upforyourshadystuff"hesaysandIlaugh

"Let'sstrikeadeal?"Isayandheraisehisbrow

"IfindawaytogetAyanda'sdadoffyourbackand

youstayawayfromEntle"Isayandhelooksatme

foralongtime

"Ohiwashopingtohearyousayyoujoking

hence...Iwaslookingatyou"hesays

"Noidon'tjoke"Isaywithastraightface

"Nothankyou,bye"hesayandwalkstohis

car.Fancythough.

"WhatcanyougiveherSiya?Moreheartache!?"I

shoutandheturnsaround

"IcangiveherwhatIcouldn'tyearsback,youmight

havesucceededingettingintoherpantsbutshe's

mine.Youwon'tgiveheranormallifeLomzi,and

you'llhurthermore"hesays

"It'snotlikeyouinnocentSiya"



"ImightnotbebutI'mbetterthanyouinmany

ways"hesaysanddrivesoff

Thatimbecile.Ihavenothingonhim.Assoonas

SiyafindsawaytoleaveAyandaEntlewilltakehim

backforsure.Thatcan'thappen.

{Siya}

Lomzithinkshe'ssmart.Hethinksbecausehe's

richeveryonewillbowtohim.

Nandeisclosetogivingbirth.She'sbecomingmore

needythanever.I'mjustgladIhavenosecretskept

fromEntle.Eventhoughshehadtofindoutabout

Nandeinaweirdway.

Ireceivedatext,it'sfromEntle

:Thanksforthelunch,thoughtyouforgotmy



favouritestuff

Irepliedback

:howcanIforgetsomethingsoimportantnana?

Hopeyouenjoyit;)

Iclearedthetextandcalledherinstead.Wetalked

aboutalotofstuff.Includingherhavingtoflydown

toBelgiumagain.Hearingherlaughistherapeutic

nolies.MakingmewishthatIdidn'tgiveinto

temptationyearsback...Godknowsineverstopped

lovingher.

[28]

{Minentle}

Aftereveryonereceivedtheirclothestheshop

startedgettingmorecustomers.Ican'tbelieveit's

beenamonthalreadyandwebooming.



Wenowworkwithafactorysoeverythingisfaster.

"ChomImgoingonlunch,it'snotmylunchyetbut

I'mstarving"Liyacomesintomyoffice

"LiyaIgetthatyoudon'towemeanythingbutyou

can'tjustwaltsintomyofficelikethis,have

mannersandnoyoucannotgoonlunch.Weall

agreedtoworkthroughlunchsoI'llorderlunchfor

us"Isay

"Oh,Iagreed?Doesn'tsoundlikesomethingI'd

say,willyoubepaying?ifyouareI'dwantsome

steers"hesaysandleaveswithoutclosingthedoor

nc

"SoMrMerkenyouwantmetoflydown?Howwill

thatbepossible?Iwanttoseethenewextended

dinersobad,can'tweSkypethemeeting?"Iplead

"PleaseMiné,plusweallmissyou,ourregular

customersareaskingaboutyou,wecouldSkypebut

IpreferyoubeinghereinpersonMiné.."



Irubmyface

"Okiunderstandsirbutonlyfor1week"Isay

"That'smorethanenoughMiné,I'lllettheothers

know,timeframe?"

"Tellthemin2monthstime,Ihavealotgoingonat

themoment,I'msureyou'veheardaboutmynew

clothingshop"Isaysmiling

"Perfect,howcanInot?Youwerealwaysdestined

forgreatthingsMiné"

MrMerkenisyouroldbutrefusestolethisage

makehimoldtypeofmale.He'shandsomeandthe

greyhairmakesacherryontop.He'slikeasecond

fatherbutonethatlikesyoungergirlstokeephim

young.

Hisdinerisoneofthebest.Mikeusedtotakeme

thereandI'dcommentonthefood.

ThisonetimeMrMerkendecidedtomeetme

personally.Wehititofftillheaskedmetohelpout



inthekitchenoncesincehewasshortstaffed.I

madesomethingcompletelydifferentandthe

customerlovedit.

FromthereIstartedmakingfood/servingtillMr

Merkenaskedmetobehisbusinesspartner.Sold

45%ofhissharestome.

Hehasareallygoodheart.Ihopehesettlesdown

soon.

{Xhantilomzi}

"It'stheirlunchtime...noonehascomeoutyet.

Why?"Iaskmyrighthandmanwhilewatching

Entle'sshopfromadistance

"ApparentlytheyareallworkingthroughlunchSir"

hesays

"Isee,let'sgotoAsami's,Entlelikestheirfood"Isay

andBrunonodsashedrivesoff



AttheshopIaskforplentyofnoodlesforEntle.

She'smoreaChinesepersonButJapanesewilldo.

She'lleatitaslongasitcontainsnoodles.

Idon'tcareabouttheotherpeoplesoIboughtthem

snackburgersatkfc.Beggerscan'tbechoosers.

IentertheshopandIseemysisteratthefrontdesk

busyeatingwhilegoingthroughdocuments.The

shophaslessthan8peoplewho'sonlybrowsing

through.WhentheyseemetheystartsmilingbutI

nodinsteadasIgotomysister

"Ifitisn'tmyoneandonlysisterIcomebaring

gifts,Christmascomesonceayear"Isayandshe

smilesstandingup

"IsthatbigboxMine?Ialwaysknewyoulovedme"

shesaysgoingforEntle'sfoodandIstopher

"Thisisyours"Isayandtakeouthersnackburger

andchipsatleast

Iseedisappointmentonherface



"Intonile?"Sheasks

"Haibobuyingyoulunchisnotevenmyjobbe

gratefultchin"Isay

Liyacomesdown,ohGod

"Noway!MyXhanti"hesaysandIfakeasmile

"Ibroughtlunch"Isayandhemakesascene

"Iknewyoualwayswantedme"hesaysgrabbing

thebigboxandIslightlypushhimaway

"Thisisyours"Isayasigivehimhissnackburger

andchips

Helooksatitthenatmeagain

"Whatisthis?EvenEntleboughtusallsteerswena

youbusybringingdirtyoilythingssiesmarn"

"Ungrateful"IsayandgotoEntle'soffice

IknockfirstAndihearhertellingmetocomein

She'swearingherglasses.Thiswomanisjusta



wow.Onecouldseeit'sbeenahecticmorning,hair

strandsinherface.Nakedfeetonherwhitefluffy

carpet.

Sheliftsupherheadandhereyespop

"Xhanti?Whatareyoudoinghere?"Notevena'hi'?

"I'mgoodtooEntlehowboutyou?"Isaysarcastic

butshedoesn'tbudge

"Ibroughtyoulunch"Isayinnocent

"Lunch?That'swhyyou'reher-"shegetscutoffby

someoneenteringtheoffice

"Entl-"ohit'sherbabydaddy

"Siya?"Sheaskedconfused

"Ibroughtyousomelunch"hesaysandIshakemy

head.Punk

Entlelooksatusandlaughs

"Y'allneedahobby,Ineversaynotofreefood"she



saysandtakesbothourboxes

Weglareateachother

"Youhavesomenerve"Isayoutsidetheshopto

Siya

"Nerve?Iwonderwhatwillshesayifitellheryou

stalkingherandthatyourbusinessisjustacover

upforyourshadystuff"hesaysandIlaugh

"Let'sstrikeadeal?"Isayandheraisehisbrow

"IfindawaytogetAyanda'sdadoffyourbackand

youstayawayfromEntle"Isayandhelooksatme

foralongtime

"Ohiwashopingtohearyousayyoujoking

hence...Iwaslookingatyou"hesays

"Noidon'tjoke"Isaywithastraightface

"Nothankyou,bye"hesayandwalkstohis

car.Fancythough.

"WhatcanyougiveherSiya?Moreheartache!?"I

shoutandheturnsaround



"IcangiveherwhatIcouldn'tyearsback,youmight

havesucceededingettingintoherpantsbutshe's

mine.Youwon'tgiveheranormallifeLomzi,and

you'llhurthermore"hesays

"It'snotlikeyouinnocentSiya"

"ImightnotbebutI'mbetterthanyouinmany

ways"hesaysanddrivesoff

Thatimbecile.Ihavenothingonhim.Assoonas

SiyafindsawaytoleaveAyandaEntlewilltakehim

backforsure.Thatcan'thappen.

{Siya}

Lomzithinkshe'ssmart.Hethinksbecausehe's

richeveryonewillbowtohim.

Nandeisclosetogivingbirth.She'sbecomingmore

needythanever.I'mjustgladIhavenosecretskept



fromEntle.Eventhoughshehadtofindoutabout

Nandeinaweirdway.

Ireceivedatext,it'sfromEntle

:Thanksforthelunch,thoughtyouforgotmy

favouritestuff

Irepliedback

:howcanIforgetsomethingsoimportantnana?

Hopeyouenjoyit;)

Iclearedthetextandcalledherinstead.Wetalked

aboutalotofstuff.Includingherhavingtoflydown

toBelgiumagain.Hearingherlaughistherapeutic

nolies.MakingmewishthatIdidn'tgiveinto

temptationyearsback...Godknowsineverstopped

lovingher.

{29}

{Minentle}



Weekendcamequickerthanexpected.AsusualIm

athome,sippingwineandreadingabook.Siyatook

AjayoutforthedaysoIcan"rest"apparently.

Iwasstillbusyreadingabookwhenthedoorbell

rang.Peopleneedtostayattheirhomesthisis

nonsense.Thepersonconstantlypressedthebell.

"Haibondiyeza!"IopenedthedoorandI

immediatelygotaheadache

"Nande"Iflatoutsaid

"Girlwhat'stakingyousolong?Youhaveamanin

there?"Sheaskedgigglinghuggingme.

It'saprocesssincehertummyisnowbigger.I

wonderhowshemanagedtogetpregnantbySiya

sincehe'sverycautiouswhenitcomestohishealth.

Nandewaltsintomyhouselikenothing.Ididn't



eveninviteyouin,yaphapha.

"GirlI'vebeenwaitingforyourcallyouknow?"She

saysasshemakesherselfcomfortableonthe

couch

"AlittlebirdietoldmeyouandtheefamousMrZana

hassomethinggoingon"shesaysnudgingme

"CanIgetyouanything?"Iaskalreadyonmyfeet

changingdirectionoftheconversation

"Ohidon'tknow"shesaysrubbingherbellyandI

seesomethingshinnyonherfinger

"Nicering"Isayandshequicklylooksatherhand

"Ohuhthanksitwasafamilygiftthingy"shesays

stumbling

Cometothinkaboutit.SiyasaidNandeisfromthe

townshipsbutjudgingbythewayshedresses?

Andthepartythatwasheldatherhouse?herhouse

wasbig.Iwonderwho'ssponsoring.Siya?



There'sjustsomethingoffaboutNande.

"Whydon'twegoout?I'mcravingforNando's"she

saysrubbinghertummy

"Whydon'twejustorder?"Iaskandshedeclines

"Iwanttogooutwithyou"shesaysandIsigh

"Okletmegetready,bytheway..howdidyouknow

whereIlive?Andhowdidyouarrive?"Iaskin

curiosity

"Ohi-iaskedSiyawhereyoulive,plusAyandacan't

keephermouthshut.Afrienddroppedmeoff"she

quicklysays

Somethingisoffhere.

Weareseatedatnando's.Shehasthisfriendthat

wasalreadythere.He'skindahandsomebuthis

auraisjusttrouble.



Nandeorderedafullchicken.Whilemeqndthisguy

settledforquarterspicychickenandsalad.

"Soyou'vetoldmeyousingleye?AndithinkIfound

theperfectmatchforyou"Nandesays,ohboy

pleasedon'ttellmeyoudoingwhatIthinkyou're

doing?

"Thatwasn'tnecessarythough"Isay

"Ohboohoo,EntlemeetmybrotherLiyema"she

saysandIclosemyeyes

Hesmilesathisperfectteethshows.

"HiMsKhoza,pleasuretomeetyou"hesayswitha

pantydroppingsloppyassvoice

"Likewise"Isay

"Somethingjustcameup"Nandesaystakingher

bagblowingkissesatus

Istoodupaswellbuthestoppedme



"Pleasedon't,I'vebeenmeaningtomeetyoufor

suchalongtime.Atleasteatfirst"hesays

sincerely.Igiveoutaheavysighandsitdown.

"Howaboutyoutellmemoreaboutyourself?"He

says

"You'llhavetofindthatoutastimegoesby"Isay

"Areyousayingwe'llseeeachothermoreoften?"

HeasksandIjustlookathim

"Doyouhavekids?"Iask

"Ahno"whyishelying

"We'llido"Ibluntlysay

"Iknow"

"Whotoldyo-nevermind"IsaybecauseIknowit's

Nandewhotoldhim.Hechucklesandnods

Nandehasabrother?Theylooknothinglikeeach

otherthough.Maybeoneisadopted?



"SowhatdoyoudoforalivingLiyema?"Iaskand

heleansbackfoldinghisarms.Thatrepresentsthat

hedoesn'twantanyonenearhimandhe'slaidback.

Thisguy...

Thelunchwasprettygoodifimightsaysomyself.

WewerebusywrappingupthelunchwhenIsaw

SiyaenteringwithAyanda.Wtfdidn'tsaytakemy

childbecausehewantsmetorest?Ibethedropped

Ajayoffathismom's.Ihaven'tseenAyandaina

while.

Whydidtheyhavetositnearthedoor?Idecidedto

leaveLiyemabehind.IneedtogetoutASAP.As

soonasItouchedthedoorSiyacalledoutmyname.

OhGod,Iclosemyeyesbeforeturningaround.

"Hi,didn'tseeyouguysthere"Iliethroughmyteeth.

"Icould'veswornyouwere"Ayandawhisperswhile



rubbinghertummy

"Imeanwiththehurryyouwereinyoucouldn't

have,right?"SiyasayschucklingandIdothesame

andnod

"Icould'veswornIsawyouwithaman"Ayanda

sayslookingaround

"Aman?"Siyaaskslookingatmeandirollmyeyes

"Ey..whydidyourunofflikethat?"Liyemaasks

comingtowardsusandSiyastandsupandsodoes

Ayanda.

"Ohyoumustbeherboyfriend"Ayandacanbea

painintheassreally.Andwhat'swiththebelly

rubbingshit?

Liyemalaughs

"Potentialboyfriend"hesaysglaringatme.Minus

onepointforhim

"Oh..we'llI'mMrJama,Entle'sbabydaddyandex"

Siyaandhistoothpickhoeassfinacearethesame.

Ayandanudgehimintherubs

"We'llI'mAyanda,Siya'sgirlfriendandbabymama"



shesaysrubbinghernonvisibletummyandmy

stomachturns.

IlookatSiyaandhebreakseyecontact.Ilookat

Ayandaandshe'ssmilingatme.Ohshe'sbeen

rubbingthefactthatshe'spregnantwithSiya's

childinmyfacethewholetime.Ithoughtshedon't

wantkids?

"Weshoulddoadoubledat-"IcutAyandaoff

quickly

"IsAjayatMa'shouse?"IaskSiyaandhenods

"Wantmetocomewithyou?"SiyaasksandIshake

myheadleavingtherestaurant.

Liyemawastoocaughtupinwhatever.Bythetime

hereachedmeIwasalreadyinsidemycardriving

off.Sucker.



ThatimbecilecalledSiyaleftmysontogohave

lunchwithhistoothpickofahoe.Ifthatbabyreally

isSiya'sthenIclapmyhandsforher...

{Ayanda}

Thisisgood...Thisisreallygood.Aslongasiplay

mycardsrightSiyawon'tleave.Iampregnant.

Goingfor2monthsnow.Evenifthere'sDNAtests

done.It'llshowthatthisbabyisofJamablood.

MydadwillkillmeifhefindsoutI'mpregnantbut

notwithSiya'schild.Iwasdesperate,Siyadoesn't

needmydad'sinvestmentatall.

Hewasn'tkeenonthebabyatfirst,slowlybut

surelyheisgettingcomfortablewiththeideaof

becomingafatheroncemore.Fingerscrossedit'sa

babygirl.



{Nande}

"Somypaymentdearbrother"IsaytoLiyema.I've

beenwaitingforhimathispenthouseasinstructed

"Sheain'tmineyet,althoughIthinkthere'spotential"

hesaysundressing

"YoubeautifulyouknowthatNande?Whydidn'tyou

abortthisthingwhenyoufoundout?Whywould

youwanttobetiedtosomeonelikeSiya?"Heasks

comingclosertome

"Idon'tbelieveinabortion,plusIdon'tevenneed

Siyaandyouknowit,whydoyouwantsomeone

likeMinentle?"Iask

"She's...different...innocent...independent...shehas

potentialtomeltthisheartofmine"hesaysandI

getapingofjealousy

"But..I'mdifferent..Icanbeinnocentifthat'swhat

youwant"isaytrailingmylongnailsonhisbuff

chest

"I'mindependent"Isaychucklingandhefollows



takingmyhandsoffhim

"Iknow,butyourindependenceisillegalplusyou've

beenoutthegamebecauseofthisstupid

baby..you'vebecomeweaktoo"hesayspushingme

againstthewallsternlybeforewalkingaway

"AndohNandenowthatIhaveaccesstoEntle,our

businessisdone...theonlythingswenowtalk

aboutisstrictlybusiness"hesaysgoingtohis

room

Reallynow?hethinksafterheusedmehecanjust

throwmeaway?Hemightbethemostfeared.Siya

canhavethisbabyforallIcarebutLiyemais

mine,alwayshasbeenforyearsalwayswillbefor

manymore..

[30]

{Xhantilomzi}



"SoyoutellingmeTheeNandesetupMywoman?"I

askBrunoandhenods

"LookslikeIhavetopaysomepeopleavisit,butnot

yet...let'sgoshoppinginstead"Isaywithasmile

andBrunofrownslookingatme

{Minentle}

IdrovetoMa'shousejusttocheckuponAjay.It's

still3o'clock.

IgetbuzzedinandIseemaIsbusyinthegarden

wateringherflowers.Theyhaveabeautifulgarden.

"IwaswonderingwhenI'llseeyoumylove"she

saysdroppingthehoseapproachingme

IsmileasIembraceher

"Ajayiswatchingcartoonsasalways,whyareyou

here?"Sheasks

"IcametocheckuponAjay"Isay



"Ohthenyoumustgetgoing"shesays...nowI'm

confused

"GoingwhereMa?"Iask

"YouandSiya..thedate?henceSiyaaskedmeto

lookafterAjaywhileyouguysenjoyyourselvesfor

achange"shesaysandIgetfiredupimmediately

Sothatmoronusedmysontogooutwithhis

girlfriend?Hehasanotherthingcoming.Todaywas

hislast.Whycouldn'thejustbehonest?Icould've

keptmysonathome.

{Siya}

I'mindeepshit..howwillIhandlethisnow?Entle

shouldn'thavefoundoutaboutthisinsuchmanner.

Ineedtodosomedamagecontrol.

"Lovedon'tyouwanttogotoaspafortherestof



theday?Fullbodymassage?"Iasktryingtogetrid

ofher

"CanIalsodomyhairbaby?"SheasksandInod

"Anythingyouwant,takemycardeven"Isayand

shesmiles

"ThankYou!"Shejumpsupanddownkissingmy

face

"Iloveyou"shesaysbeforeleavingtherestaurant

ThankGod.NowineedtofindawaytotalktoEntle.

Ican'tevenbuyhersomethingexpensivesince

she'snotmaterialistic.

{Xhantilomzi}

I'venevershoppedforawomanbefore.Thisis

harderthanIexpected.

"Brunowhatdoyouthink?"Iaskhimasbothofus

arelookingatjelwery.



"AsI'veheardthemisslikesjelwerybutdoyou

thinkthisistherightgiftforher?Shedoesn'tlook

likethespontaneoustype,maybesomethingsimple

Isuggest"BrunosaysandInodmyhead

IseeEntle'scarparkedatthefrontsoshe'shome.I

decidedtobuysimplethingssuchassnacksfora

littlepicnicatthebackofherhouse.Ihopeshe

likesit.

Iringthedoorbell.Sheopensthedoorandgivesa

shockingexpressionsinceIdidn'ttellherincoming.

"Andthenwena?Whatdoyouwant?"Sherudely

askswithablockednose

"Icametocheckuponyou...haveYoubeencrying?"

Iasklookingather

Shegivesoutaheavysighandopensthedoorfor

metoenter.

"SorryforthewayI'mdressed"shesays

Idon'tknowwhybecauseshelooksgoodanyway.



WeentertheloungeandIseeshewasbusyreading

abook.Alotoftissuesinthebinnexttothecouch.

"Pardonmeforthemess"shesaysasshestarts

cleaningup.

Isatdownandshedidthesame.Awkwardsilence

"WhatdoyouwantXhanti?"Sheasksandmybody

getsgoosebumps,Ihaven'theardhercallmyname

inalongtime.Shewould'vebeencarryingmychild

rightnowifshehadforgottenaboutthatpill.

"Can'tIcomeseeYou?"Iaskandshewinches

beforestandingupholdingherabdomen.

"CanIgetyousomethingtodrink?"Sheasksasshe

walksslowlytothekitchen.Ionlyseeherfunny

walknow.

"What'swrong?"Iaskstandingup

"It'sNothing,justcramps"shesaysandwinches



more

"Whathelpsforthose?"Iaskandsheshakesher

head

"It'sprobablynothing,I'lljustlaydownbutyoucan

stay"shesaysgoingtoherroom

Coulditbethat'sshe'slosingmychildwithouther

knowing?NoXhantidon'tbestupid,Shetookthepill.

Coulditbeperiods?Yeathat'sit,whatdoIdo?I'll

callmysister.

"Ifitisn'ttheprodigalbrother"sheanswers

"Notimeforthat,whathelpswhenaladyisonher

period"Iaskandthelineontheothersidegoes

quiet.Ialmostswitchedoffmyphonewhenmy

sisteryelledthroughthephone.

"OMG,areyouwithala-"Icutheroff

"ZeeIreallyneedyourhelp"

"Fine,givehercravings,buypainkillers,foot



massage,incaseshedoesn'thavepadsbuysome

Andkeepherwarm"shesaysandIcutthecall.

Cravings?Pads?GodIknowyoudon'tlikemebut

todayyougottogivemeextrapoints.

IcheckuponEntleandIseeshepassedoutbefore

shecouldcoverherself.

Icoverherwithathrow.IenterherbathroomandI

findawaterbottleandIfillitwithwarmwater.I

placeitonhertummy.

IdecidedtosendatexttoBruno.Everythingwomen

onperiodsmightwantincludingaweirdbrandof

padsnamedkotex.Zeetextedthenameandafew

stuff.I'lladdmorefromthebasket.Nomorepicnic.

SoonBrunoarrived.Iresortedtosearching

remediesontheinternetsinceEntlekeepsyelping

inpain.



"Finally"isayandheapologizes

IcheckthebagsandIseeheforgotthepainkillers.

Igivehimonelookandhelooksdown

"Haveanythinginyourcar?"Iaskandhenods

beforegoingtothecarandcomingbackwitha

grandpa

IfthereweremoreIwould'vethrownhimwithit

IgetaglassofwaterforEntletodrinkthepowder

with.

Iwakehertodrinkup

Halfwaythroughshestartsthrowinguplikecrazy.I

holdherandIfeelherheatrightthroughherclothes.

Itouchherforeheadandshe'sburningup.

"Entlewhat'swrong?"Iasknowworried

Sheshakesherheadholdinghertummy.Iseea

bloodstainonhershortsasshe'swalkingtothe

bathroom.



Iquicklyfetchthepadsandgiveittoher.Whenshe

sawitshesmiled

"ThankYou"shesaysandInod

Theweatherstartedchangingtorainy.Entleisall

washedupandinbed.Hertemperaturehasn'tgone

downandI'mgettingstressed.Idecidedtocallmy

doctorover.

Iwaitedoutsideherroom.Suspenseiskillingme.I

hopeshe'sokay.

{Xhantilomzi}

Thisistakingtoolong.JustasIwasabouttoopen

herbedroomdoormydoctorcameout.

"Issheokay?"Iaskashelooksatmeandgivesout

aheavysigh

"Shehaswhatscalledanorovirus"hesaysandI

lookathim



"Itsmorelikeawintervomitingbug"hesays

"Soooissheokaynow?"Iaskgettingimpatient

"She'llbelikethisfor2-3dayssinceithasbeen24

hoursofexposure"hesaysandInod

"Andforyoutonotgetinfectedyou'llhavetowash

yourhandswhenyoucomeincontactwithher,I'm

yourdoctorsoIknowyourmedicalhistory,your

immunesystemisstrong,butforprecautionjust

keepyourhandsclean"hesays

"Nowforhertreatmentyoumustgiveher

supportivecareandshemustdrinkintravenous

fluids"Ilookathimandhegivesoutaheavysigh

"ItscalledIVtherapywhereshegetsmedication

throughherveinsforrehydration"hesays

"Youcould'vejustsaidthatyouknow?"Isayandhe

shakeshishead

"Shehasason,howmustIhandlethat?"Iask

"NevertookyouforthetypetocareaboutotherMr

Zana,butifthat'sthecasekeephimcleantoo,orI



cantakesomebloodtestsonhimtocheckhis

immunesystem,ifhewasn'tbreastfedthenhe'sin

danger"hesaystakinghisjacket

"Doyouwantmetosetheruphereorhospital?"He

asksandIlookathimforawhile

"Myhouse"Isayandhegivesashocking

expression

"Shemustbereallyspecial"hesaysandIjustlook

athim

"Myapologies,I'llgeteverythingsetupatyour

housethen"hesaysandInod

I'monthecallwithBruno

"Ineedyoutotelleveryonetocleaneverycorner

andeveryturninthathouse.Thoroughly,sparkling..I

wanttoseemyselfineverything"isay

"ShoulddinnerbepreparedtooSir?"Heasks

"Ifthereshould'veIwould'verequested"Isayand



cutthecall

I'vebeencheckinguponEntleforthepasthour.Her

temperatureisstillthesame,she'sbeenthrowingup

still.Thisbreaksmyheartforreal.

Soonthedoorbellrang.IwenttoopenitandIsee

SiyawithAjay.

"Youlooklikeshit"hesaysbargingin

"I'msurprisedyounotaskingwhatI'mdoinghere"I

saytired,I'mnotusedtolookingafterotherpeople

thisishardlabour

"Iknowyou'vebeenhere,whenthatdoctorleftand

youstayedIrushedhere,what'swrongwithEntle?"

HeasksputtingtheasleepAjayonthecouch

"Shehasawintervomitingbug,she'sbeenhaving

crampsandvomitingthewholetimesoIcalledthe

doctorover.Iknowthisisnotmyplacetosaybut

I'mmovinghertoamoresecuredandcleanplace"I

sayandhelooksatme



"Issheokay?"Heasksquicklyrunningtoher

bedroomandIstophim

"It'sinfectiousbutonlyifyouhaven'tbeen

breastfed..butforprecautionwashyourhandsif

youmay"Isayandhenods

"I'mnotusedtoseeingherlikethis"hesayssitting

onherbedandIlookathim

"Shewasneverthetypetogetsick,andwhenshe

doesgetsickit'sdeadly..thatiswhyinthepastI

madesureshe'swelltakencareofwhenitcomes

toherhealth"hesaysandInod

There'sanawkwardsilence

"Thankyou"hesaysandIlookathim

"Ifitwasn'tforyouEntle'sconditionmighthave

worsened"hesayslookingatherandInod

"Canwetalkoutside?"HeasksandIgoout

"What'syourbusinesswithEntle?Sowhaty'all



slepttogetherbutthat'sitandthatwasmonths

ago"hesaysandIchuckle

"Iknewallofthatwasjustanact,I'mheretoshow

Entlewhatrealmendoforwomenlikeherwho

deservestheworld"Isayandhestartsbreathing

heavy

Hetakesafewstepscloser

"Icantakecareofhermyself"hesays

"Youcan'teventakecareofyourowngirlfriend,

Entleisnotsomeonewhoshouldbea

girlfriend..shemustbeawifeandsheshouldbe

worshipped...Youwillonlyruinhermore..Icantake

careofhernicely"Isayprovoking

"Iwillshootyourighthererightnow!"Heshouts

"YouknowwhatI'mcapableofCooper"Isayandhe

givesashockedlook

Hestartspushingmeagainstthewallchokingme

"Youthinkyoufunnyhuh?Youwon'tkeepher...she

belongstome..she'sminealwayshasbeenalways



willbebecauseonlyIcancontrolher"hesays

"Likeicontrolledhervaginaright?damndon'tbe

selfish,youhadsuchgoodpussyyetyoumadeitgo

away,coward"Isayandhestartsgettingmad

punchingmebutIduckhimandpunchhiminthe

rubsandkickinghim.

Hewantedthis.Westartedfighting.

"What's...happening"Wehearasoftvoicebehindus

andwepullourselvestogetherquickly

"Entleyoushouldbeinbed"Isaygoingtoher

"I'm..I'mfineXhanti..Youstillhere"shesays

cuppingmyface

SheseesSiya

"IsAjayhere?"Sheasksandhenodsgoingtofetch

him

"PleaserestEntle"Isayasileadhertoherroom

She'swalkingslowly,it'sasificanfeelherpain.She



lostbalanceandIcaughther

"Youarestubbornyaz..Ididn'tsignupforthis

imagineIhavesuchaweakmakotiforawife?Get

somerest"Isayasipickherup

"Idiot"shesoflysaysandburyherheadinmyneck

andIchuckle

{Minentle}

Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithme.I'mneverthis

sickever.

I'mthankfulforXhanti,ifhewasn'tthereIdon't

knowwhatwould'vehappenedtome.

Hetoldmehe'smovingmetohishouseforextra

securityandcare.Siyawasagainstitbutsincehe

staysinapenthouseandwithhismomhedidn't

haveachoicebuttoagree.



"Can..ihelpwithanything?"IaskXhantiandIglares

atme

"Ifyouweren'taweaklingyoucould've.Iwanted

youtopackselfbutIfeltguilty,somethingIdon't

normallyfeelsoit'seitheryoulaydownorkeep

quiet"hesaysandIsmile

AguycametopickusupinablackSUV.Not

necessary.HetookmeandAjaysbagswhileXhanti

carriedme.Inthecaritwasjustme,Xhantiandthe

driverwhomI'velearntiscalledBruno.

"Wecan'tdrivewithoutmyson"Isaytryingtoget

out

"Willyourelax?he'llfollow,youhaveadisease,he's

inanothercar"XhantisaysandIlookathim

"Igiveyoumywordnothingwillhappentohim"He

saysandBrunodrivesoff

IcheckbehindmeandIsee3moreSUV'sbehind



us.Onecomesforwardanddrivesatthefrontwhile

2werebehindus.Ibeganpanicking

"Ifyoudon'tstopmovingaroundI'llstrapyou"

XhantisaysirritatedandIsitdownbutlookbehind

usoncemore

"Theyarewithme"hesaysandclosehiseyesagain.

[Continuationof31]

{Xhantilomzi}

Entlefellasleepinthecar.OnourwayIinformed

mysisterandsheinformedtheothersaboutEntle's

condition.Worstmistake,noweveryonewillknow

aboutmyhouse.

Ibuiltthismansionforwhenihavemyownfamily.

Theguardsopenthegateforustoenter.Stillalong

drivethrough.Iseethedoctoratthedooraswe



cometoastop.Includingsomeofmyworkerswho

constantlycleanforme.

ThedooropensandIgetout.Oneguardwantedto

pickupthesleepingEntlebutIpulledhimbackand

hefellimmediately.

"Whatdoyouthinkyou'redoing?"Iaskhimandhe

hashisheadboweddown

"I'msorrySir..Ithought-"Icuthimoff

"Whogaveyoupermissiontospeak?"Iaskandhe

keepsquiet

"Everyonegoinside,there'srulesthatneedstobe

set"Isayandeveryonegoesinside

"Yo-yourude"Entle'ssoftvoicesays

"Andyounosy"Isaypickingherup,Godthis

womanisheavy

Entlelaughsbutitturnsintoacough

"Y-youjusts-saisthatoutloud"shesays

"Yourearshavefevertoothen"Isayenteringthe



house.

Shehasherownroomalreadyfilledwithher

clothes.It'smadeintoabasicemergencyroom.

Ilayherdownsothatthedoctorcandohisjob.

Iflinchashepricksherwiththeneedle.Hegives

herwaterfirst.Shecanonlydrinkfreshwateror

waterthatwasboiledandshakes.

SiyaenterswithAjay.Sigh.WhydidIagreetohim

comingwith?Atleasthecan'tstay.

"Howisshe?"Heasks,howdoesthisguyexpect

Entletotakehimbackifheain'teventryingtobe

nexttoheratalltimes?

"Wellshe'sstillthesame,she'seatingrightnow"I

sayandhenods

"Idon'tknowifyoustayingbutknowingmysiblings

they'llwanttocomehereinafewhourstime,ifyou



wanttogobackhomeandreturnagaintellmesoi

cantelloneofthedriverstotakeyou"Isaybutstop

inmytracks

"Andifyoucomebackwiththatfakegirlfriendof

yoursdon'tevenbotherenteringthesepremises,I

don'twantanyoneoranythingupsettingEntlewhile

she'sinthisstate"Isayasigotothekitchen

{Siya}

Thisishard.It'seitheristayandgohomelateorI

gohomeandfreshenup.KnowingAyandashe

won'twantmetoreturn.Idecidedtocallher

"Isitokayificomealittlelate?Entleisstilloutofit

andIdon'twanttoleaveAjayunattended"Isayan

shesighs

"Idon'tlikethisbutIunderstand,Entleisthemother

ofyourfirstbornandsheneedsyoursupport

especiallyAjay"shesaysandIrubmyface

"It'snotlikethatAyandacomeon"



"It'sokayIguess.CanIorderroomservice?I'm

reallycravingforsomethingmeaty"shesays

"Youknowyoucanhaveanything.Thankyou"Isay

andcutthecallandbreath

"Shame"iturnaroundandIseeit'sXhantiwitha

bowlinhishands

"What'sthat?"Iaskpointingatthebowl

"NoodlesforEntle,shecaneatthisatleast"hesays

"CanIjoin?"Iaskandhelooksatmefirstbefore

noddingleadingtheway

Whenweenterweseeherwatchingcartoonswith

Ajayonherchest.

WhensheseesusshetriessittingupbutIrunto

her.

"Slowdownnana"Isayandshelooksatme



"Can'thelpit,Icansmellthenoodlesfromhere"she

sayschucklingandIshakemyhead

"Foodkiller"Isayandshebitesmyhand

"Ahhh!..Whywouldyoudothat"Isayrubbingmy

handandshechuckles

"I'llshowyouwhatafoodkilleris"shesays

"Youaverynaughtypatient"Xhantisaysandshe

smiles

"Saystherudeperson,givememyfood"shesays

andXhantishakeshishead

"Don'trushit,here,it'sfreshlysqueezedorange

juice"Isayandshenodsalreadyeating

BothmeandXhantiarelookingatherandshe

stopseating.

"Jonganton?"SheasksandIshakemyhead

"I'llmakesomethingtoeatforAjay"Isaypicking

himupsincehe'snoweatingwithhismom

"Thankyou"Entlesayssmilingatme



Isearchedforthekitchen.Mydumbassdidn'teven

askXhantiwherehiskitchenis.Igotowherehe

camefromandfollowedthehallgoingdown.

{Xhantilomzi}

Thatidiotwon'tfindthekitchen.

"EntlecanIleaveyouforafew?I'mjustworried

Siyamightgetlost"Isayandshenods

Imworriedthathemightgolookingforsomething.I

gotomyofficeandcheckthecameras.Iseehe's

rightnexttothekitchenbutwantstogointothe

otherroominstead.Ialerttheguardsandthey

maketheirwaytohimquickly.

Thatwasclose.



"Siryoursiblingsarehere"oneoftheworkerssay

ontheothersideofthedoor.

Isighbeforestandingup.

AsI'mcomingdownthestairsIseeallofthemwith

theirluggage.Haibothatwasnotwhatwetalked

about.

Zintlerantomefirst.

"Issheokay?ThankGodyouwerethere...Whydidn't

youtellusaboutthishouseit'stodiefor"she

rambles

"Youkeepingthisbeastfromusain'tcoolbro"

ThandosayswhileLunathinods

MeandPKexchangelooksandhenods.

Lateroneveryoneissittinginthelounge.These

peoplethinkI'llfeedthem.



WewerestillwatchingtvwhenZintledidaclap

onceandeveryonelookedather.Ikeptgoing

thoughsocialmediainstead.

OutofthecornerofmyeyeIseeherlookingatme

andsheclappedherhandsonceagain.Now

everyoneislookingatme.Iclosedmyeyesand

openedthemagainThenlookedather.

"Soveleyoukeptthisfromus?Ithoughtwefamily?

Doesmomanddadknow?"Shegoesoff

"YousawitandIhopeyouguysarenotover

stayingyourwelcome...Ihatetoomanypeople

aroundme"Isayasigobacktomyphone

ZeedecidedtocheckuponEntleandIwentwith

her.

"She'smyfriendyouknow"shesaysandInod

"Soicanbetrustedwithher"shesaysandIlookat

her

"Alone"sheemphasizesandIgiveheradeadlylook



thatshutsherup

WhenweenterEntleisbreathingheavilyonthe

floor,sweatdripping.Irushtoher

"Entle!"IshoutasIpickherup

Shecan'tbreathcorrectly.What'shappening.

Iknowthebasicsofmedicalcare.Icallthedoctor

firstAndputhimonloudspeakerwhileIturnonmy

flashcheckingEntle'smouth,hertongueisswelled

up.Nowondershecouldn'tbreath.Hereyesare

swelledshuttoo..couldthisbeanallergicreaction?

Thedoctorarriveswithinablinkofaneye.

"Youbetterhelpherbeforeit'stoolate"Itellhim

andhenods

"Itoldyouahospitalwouldbebetter"hesaid



Iseethedoctortakingoutasyringeoutofhisbag.

"What'sthat?"Iaskbuthedoesn'tanswermehe

quicklygivesherashotofwhateverthatwas.

Hechecksherpulse.HenoticesherIVonherarm

isoutwhilehewasconnectinghertothemachine

anddrip.

"Thatwasaquickcall"hesayswipinghissweat

"Wasthatanallergicreaction?"Iaskandhenods

"Butnotjustanyallergicreaction.Anaphylaxis.One

ofthemostdangerousallergiesever"hesays

removingthegloves

"Whatdoyoumeanmostdangerous?Youtelling

meifiwasanysecondlatershecouldbedeadright

now?"Iaskgettingallworkedupandhenods

"Whatcausedit?Andwhatdidyoujustgiveher?"I

ask

"Maybesheatesomethingthattriggeredtheallergy

andwhatIhaveherisadrenaline...ittreats

conditionssuchasAnaphylaxis"hesays



Somethingsheate?IcheckherfoodandIseeit's

noodles.IsawhereatthenoodlesIpersonally

madeandgaveher.Ishakemyhead,clearly

someoneistakingmykindnessforgranted.

[32]

{Xhantilomzi}

Entleisstable.Theswellingcamedown.I'mstill

wonderingwhowouldwanttocrossmelikethis

whiletheyknowwhatI'mcapableof.

IwassittingnexttoherbedincludingSiyaholding

Ajay.WhenIreceivedacallfromanunknown

number.Iansweredit.

"Yeyiwenayoubastard"themanishwomanish

voicesaysandIlookatthephone.

ThepersonstartedcryingandIlistened



"Howcouldy'alldothis?ImeanamInotpartofthe

family?"

"Youknowwhat?sendmeyouradressyouwill

knowmetoday"whoisthis?

"Who'sthis?"Iaskandthepersongasps

"WhoamI??whoisI?It'sLiya..Entle'sbestfriend"

thepersonsaysandIsigh

"Okbutyounotstayinglong,Idon'tlikepeopleatmy

house"Isayasidropthecallandsendhimmy

adress

IleaveSiyawithEntle.BeforegoingdownstairsI

wenttomybedroomtogetchanged.Iwasdone

gettingdressed,whenIexitedmywardrobePKwas

sittingonmybed.

"Howiseverythinggoing?"HeasksandIsigh

"Good,yourside?"Iaskandhenods

"Xwhat'syourplanswiththisgirl?Ithoughtyou

justwantedsexwhichyougot?"Hesays



"HonestlyIdon'tknowbro,IthoughtIonlywanted

sexbutit'slikesomethingispullingmetowordsher

everytime"Isaywithaheavysigh

"Youknowwhat'sgoingtohappenifyouguys

actuallystartdatingright?"HeaskandInod

"Whyisthatpersonwhotriedtokillentlestillalive

?"Heaskoutoftheblue

"I'mwaitingfortheperfectmoment"Isay

"Perfectmomentforthemtotryandkillheragain?"

Heask

"Youknowineverrushthings"Isay

"Didthedoctorcheckwhatshe'sallergicto?"He

askandInod

"Salmon"Isayandhenods

"Zintleain'thappyaboutThis"hesaysandIlookat

him

"She'salwaysbeenthecentreofattentionandthe

onlygirlinthehouse"hesaysandIlookathim



"ShefeelsasifEntleistakingherplace"hesays

"Zintleisgrown,she'snotalittlegirlanymoreshe

muststopactinglikeaspoiltbrat"Isay

{Zintle}

I'mstandingoutsidemybrothersbedroomasI

listentotheirconversation.WhatPKissayingis

true...Idofeelleftoutnow.Wejustfoundoutthat

Xhantihasabigfancyglasshouse...betterthanthe

oneallofuslivein.Butthefirstpersonheshows

thehousetoisEntle.IhavenothingagaintsEntle,

sheshouldjuststayinherlane.Mybrotherhas

alwaysshowedmeloveandcare,nowit'sdivided.

Imightaswellleaveandgosomewhereimloved

alone.

Idialmyboyfriendnumber

"Babe"hesaysandmyheartmelts



"Hilove,isitokayifiwecanstaythenightata

hotel?I'llexplaineverythingwhenIseeyou"Isay

"Youluckyimnotbusy,okayjusttextmethe

coordinatesandI'llgetyouthere"hesaysandwe

bidgoodbye

Inevergotthechancetodate.Ihopethisonestays.

{Minentle}

Iwokeupwithastruggle.WhenImanagedtoopen

myeyesIsawthatit'sclosetogettingdarkoutside

soinsidemyroomitwasalsogettingdark.

IseethatI'mconnectedtoamachine.MyIVis

attatchedtoo.Thepersonwhocamein.Whatifthey

arestillhere?whatifthey'llcometofinishmeoff??

Myheartstartedbeating.Theyfedmethenoodles

andremovedmyIV.Therewasnothingstopping

theallergy.Icould'vedied.



ThedoorgetsthrownopenandIscream.

"Calmdownit'sme"IlookupandIseeit'sXhanti

"What'swrong?whathappened?"Heaskswitha

worriedlookonhisfaceandIshakemyhead

Heembracesmeinahug.

"I'llsortthisoutIpromise"hesaysbeforeIfall

asleep.

Iwakeuptowhispers.IopenmyeyesandIsee

Siya,Xhanti,PKandthedoctor.

"Youawake"Siyasaysashecomesnearmeand

brushmyhand

"Where'sAjay"Iask

"Itookhimtomaforthenight"hesaysandIlookat

him

"Where'sZintle?"IaskXhanti



"She'sstayingatafriendshouse"hesayswitha

boredtoneasheemphasizesthewordfriend

Someoneknockedonthedoorandthedoctor

checkedit.

"Sirthere'ssomeoneatthedoor"thepersonsays

andthedoctorclosesthedooragain

EveryonewentoutexcludingXhanti.Noonesaida

word.

ThedooropensagainandLiyarunsintotheroom

"Ohhhchomie"hesaysandhugsme

"Noonetoldmeaboutthis,I'msosorry..Butdon't

worryimherenowokay?"Hesaysandhehugsme

again

"Xhanti...thankYou.Ican'twaittotakepicturesin

thishouse"LiyasaysandXhantishakeshishead

"Entleareyoustrongenoughtojoinusfordinner



tonight?"XhantiasksandInod

"Icanhandleit"Isayandhenodsbeforeleaving

"Ahhhhhhh!"Liyascreams

"Giiiiirrrllll"hesaysandIlookathim

"YouandXhantiwouldlookgoodtogether

though,andthishouse.ChomiepleasedatehimsoI

canbehereeveryday"hesaysandIshakemyhead

IjusfinishedbathingdespitetheminorcrampsI

have.LiyahasbeenhelpingmesinceXhanticlaims

hedoesn'twantanyoneIdon'ttrustnearme.Heis

tryingshameIcangivehimthat.

I'mdressedinnormalwarmpjs.Ihavetokeepmy

bodywarmatalltimes.Thisisjustsickening.

IwasbusywearingmyshoeswhenXhantientered.



"Areyouready?"HeasksandIfrown

"Thisiseverygirlsdream...tobecarriedbyme"he

says

"Why?"Iask

"DidyouwalkupthosestepsWhenyoucame

here?stopbeingfoolishEntle"hesaysashescoops

meupandstartswalking.

"Noteveryonegetsthischance,tobecarriedby

me,soyoubettergrabitwithbothyourhands"he

saysandIjustlookathim

"ImeanitEntle,holdmewithbothyourhands

otherwiseyou'llfall"hesaysandIquicklygrabhis

neck.HelooksatmesmilingandIdothesame.

[33]

{Minentle}

AsheapproachedthedinningareaIcanseehis

brothersareheretoo.Where'ssiya?.Hefrozeashe



lookedatthetable.Thereweretwoelderlybutnot

toooldcouple.

Hecontinuedwalkingtothetableandhesatme

down.Iwasdirectlylookingatthesepeopleand

theytoowerelookingatme.Themansmiledatme

whilethewomanglaredatme.Igavebothaheart

warmingsmile.

Noonesaidaword.Xhantisatnexttome.Lunathi

satnexttothewoman.Liyacamedownandsat

nexttomewhilePKsatnexttoXhantiandThando

nexttoLiya.

Stillnoonesaidaword.Dinnerwasserved.Itwas

tenderduckwithaglisteningsauce.Asaladtoo.

Suchlittlefood?Theyplacedmyplatedowntoo.

"Takeitaway,she'lleatwithme"Xhantisaysandthe

cookhesitantlytookbackmyplate.



TheeldercouplelookedatXhantibutXhantiwasin

hisownspace.Hestartedcuttingthemeatinto

smallsmallpieces.Ileantowardshim

"Whyistheresuchlittlefood?"Iwhisperbutthe

whisperissuddenlyloud.

Hechucklesandshakeshisheadwhilethewoman

clickshertongue

"Startersbabe"hesaysashecontinuescutting

"ButndilambileXhanti,I'vebeeneatingnoodlesthe

wholetime,doctorsaidicannoweatrealsolid

food,thatmeansalotoffoodtoo"Isaysulkingand

hisbrotherschuckle

InudgehiminhisrubsbutIdidittoohardandhe

grunts.

"Wasnotmyintentiontohityouthathard,wasjust

tryingtogetyourattention"Isoflysay

"Youhaveitnow"hesayslookingatmeandidirect

myeyestothecoupleacrossusandheliftshis

eyebrowsandIsigh



Istartpointingatthemwhileraisingmyeyebrows.

Hestilldoesn'tbudge.Xhantiisanidiot...No

manners.Igiveup.IlookupandIseeeveryoneis

lookingatme.OhGod.

"MyapologiesSirandMa'am"Isay

"IwashopingXhantihassomegoodmanners

underallthatrudenesstointroduceus..butI'm

MinentleKhoza"IsayasigiveN.Y.handtothe

woman.Shelooksatitbeforeshakingmyhand.

Themanshakesitwithasmile.

"It'sanhonortomeetyouMissKhoza"hesaysand

Ismile

"We'llI'mMrZanaandthisisMrsZana..weare

Pk,Lunathi,Thandoandxhantilomzi'sparent's"he

saysandmyheartbeats.

Thesimilaritiesstartscomingtogether.Iturnred

fromembarrassment.IlookatXhantiandhegives

meapieceofmeat.Ilookatitonthefork.Itakethe



forkbutheholdsontoit.

"Icanfeedmyself"Isay

"Iknow"hesaysandIsighasItakeabite.

Startersaredone.I'mguessingit'smainsnext.

"Anddarling,thisismainsthat'scoming..incaseYou

didn'tknow"MrsZanasaysandIjustlookather

There'severythingonthetable.Xhantithrowsa

glassofwineasIlookathim.Mymouthrunsdry.

AsIcanalmosttastethewine.

Heplacestheglassinthemiddleofus.Itakeit

Becausemaybehewon'tdrink.AsIwasaboutto

drinkhetakestheglass

"Whatareyoudoing?"Heaskshaibo

"Sippingwinewhatdoyoumean?"Isayandhe

shakeshishead



"NowineuntilyouhealthyandImeannoIVhealthy"

hesaysandLiyalaughsashedrinkshiswine.

Iclickmytongue.FewminutesgoesbyandIcrawl

mylittlefingerstowardstheglass.

"WhatareyoudoingEntle?"Xhanticatchesme

"Nothing"Isay

"EntleIcanseeyourThumberlinafingersonthe

baseofmywineglass"hesaysashetakesthe

wineglassanddrownsit

"I'llgetyouforthis"isaytakingabitefromthe

lobsterandheshakeshishead

"Youbusymakingnoise"hesaysandIgasp

Thedinnerwas...okay?Ijusthopeididn'toffend

MrsZana.

"Shedidgiveoffsomeweirdvibeyouknow?"Liya

saysmassagingmyfeet

"IthoughtIwastheonlyonethatsawit"Isay



"Whatever,didyouseehowhandsomeThando

lookedtonight?"HesaysandIlookathim

"HedidEntle,Icouldjusteathimup"hesays

Wewerestilllaughingwhensomeonecamein.It

wasThandoandXhanti.Liyastarteddusting

invincibledustoffhimself.Dramaqueen.

"Uh...LiyaCanIspeaktoyouforasecond"Thando

saysandLiyagasps

"Youcanspeaktomefortherestofyourlifebaby"

hesaysandhestandsupleavingmeandXhanti

alone

"Ididnotseethatcoming"Isaysittingup

"Yourfeverisslowlygoingdown"Xhantisays

touchingmyforeheadandwelookateachother

"WhatareyoudoingtomeEntle"heaskslookingat

me,touchingmycheekandlips

"Youamazingyouknowthat?Andiwantyou"he



says

"Well...youcanhaveme"Islowlysayandhecomes

forward.Hislipsareaninchawayfrommine.Ilick

mylipswhilelookingathisthenintohiseyesagain.

HekissesmeandIkisshimback.Hislipsfeelsso

different.Thekissisfilledwithemotion.Slow.

Rhythm.Hebreaksthekiss..

"It'snotthatsimple"hesaysandkissesmy

forehead

"What'snotthatsimpleXhanti?don'tyoufeelthe

wayIfeel?"Iaskandhesighs

"Ido"hesaysandIshakemyheadwithtearsinmy

eyes.

Hekissesmeagainbeforeleaving

IfellasleepwhilethinkingaboutXhanti.Iwokeup

inthemiddleofthenightbysomeoneenteringmy

room.Icheckhopingit'sXhantibutIseeit'shis

mother.



Shesitsonthechair.

"Youknow...everythingmychildrendohastopass

mefirst."ShesaysandIlookather

"Agamedoesnotstart0-1Entle"shesays

"Ifyounotsmartenoughtounderstand...letmebe

frank.Youhaveakidandmysondoesn't.Therefore

youguyscan'tdate"shesaysandIlaugh.

"Whoyoursondateshasnothingtodowithyou

MrsZana"Isay

"Howmuchdoyouwant?"SheasksandIlaugh

more.Ilookather

"Howmuchdoyouhave"Isayandshesmiles

"IcansignyouaR500000checkrightnow"she

says

"Justtoleaveyoursonalone?"Iaskandshenods

"Makeit1mil"Isayandshegasps

"Iknewyouwereagolddiger"shesaysasshesigns

thecheckandgivesittome



IfIdon'tseeyougonein2daysmaxyou'llknowme.

Shesaysexitingmyroom

Shayaim1milricher.IwhipoutmyphoneasIstart

makingbookingsformeandXhanti.I'llgoon

vacationwithherson..withthemoneyshegaveme.

It'sadminsbirthdaytoday

Soabonusinsertwillcomeup

[34]

{Minentle}

IdecidedthatweshouldgotoBelgium.Soican

attendthatsocalledmeeting.I'lljustcallMr

Merkentotellhim.Iwassuposetocomeinthenext

2monthskodwaIhavethemoneytoflydown...why

notdoitNow?



I'lljustspeakwithhimintheMorning.Ijustneed

theperfectopportunity

{Xhanti}

IwokeupearlytodaytocheckuponEntle.Ihope

shesleptokaybecauseIdidn't.Ifeltguiltyfor

leavingherhanging.Ihavetomakeituptoherin

anywayIcan.

{Minentle}

Thedoctorcameasusualandcheckeduponme.

"Everythinglooksgood"Dr.RichmansaysandInod

"ThankyouforeverythingDr"Isincerelysayandhe

smiles

"I'mjustdoingmyjobMsKhoza"hesayssmilingat



me

"Andyourjobhereisdone"avoicesaysbehindus

andDrRichmanjumps

"MyapologiesSir...i-ihadnoideayouwereawake"

thedoctorsayswithoutlookingatXhanti.He'seven

sweating

IlookatXhantiwhistlehelooksatme.Heblocks

thedoorwhentheDrwantstoexitbuthiseyes

werestillfixatedonme.Ishakemyheadandhe

raiseshiseyebrow.Igiveturnaroundtosleepagain

instead.Ihearthedooropenandcloseagain.

Icanstillfeelhispresence.HewalkscloserandI

tightenmyeyes.

"Iknowyounotsleeping"hesays

"I-Im..."heclickshistongueasthewordsstruggle

tocomeout

"I'msorry"hesays



"I'msorry..lastnightiwasajerk"hesaysandIturn

aroundlookingathim

"I'llforgiveyoubutIneedafavour"Isaysounding

down

"Anything"hesaysandIalmostsmilebutIhaveto

keeptheactup

"Comewithmeonavacation"Isayandhepophis

eyesout

"I-uh..vacation?Withyou?Justus?"HesaysandI

nod

"Notavacationentirely...IhavebusinesstheresoI

thoughtwhynotletyoutagalong"Isay

"Whatbusiness?andwhere?"Heasks

"Belgium"Isayandhenods.

"Sowillyoustayhereuntilweleaveor?"Heasks

"Nono"iquicklysayandhelooksatme

"ImeanIcan'tbecauseyou'llkeepmeindoorsifi

stay...Ineedtocheckuponeveryoneattheshop



firstbeforewecanleave"Isay

"WhataboutAjay"heasks

"Alreadysorted,buthe'llcomewithusifyoudon't

mind"isayandhesmiles

"WhywouldI?He'sagoodkid..Icanseewhy"he

saysandIsmilelookingathim.

Xhantidecidedagainsttheideaofmeridingalone

sohetoldoneofhisguystodrivemeanywherei

want.Especiallyworkfortheremaining2days.

Onmywaytofetchmychild.Godletthatweakass

nobackboneofaSiyaagreetomeandAjaygoing

onvacation.

{Xhantilomzi}

Iwasbusymakingcoffeeformyselfthinkingabout

howI'llhandlethealmostkillingsituation.Everyone



isstillsleeping.Entlethoughtit'sbestifsheleaves

beforeeveryonewakesup.

Irangthelittlebellandmyworkersappeared.I

lookedatthemastheystoodbeforeme.

"Iknowyouguysknowwhyyouallarehere"Isay

walkingupanddownandIheremurmursandIstop

walking.Theytoostopmakingnoise

"Letsnotmakethishard"Isay

"Thepersonorpeoplewhowereinchargeoffood

onthenightoftheincident....please...Come

forward"Isaylookingatmywatch

FewminuteswentbyIstarttakingoutmygunI

alwayskeepwithmeandtheygasp.

"You'vebeenworkingformeformorethan5years,I

clotheyou...Ifedyou..Igiveyoushelter..I'mnota

rudeboss"Islowlysaylookingatallofthem

thoroughly



NooneIsgivingoffanysigns.Someoneismissing

here.

"Where'ssismavis?"Iask.Onegirlliftsherhand.I

lookatherandnod

"She'sinthekitchenmakingbreakfastSir"shesays

soflyandInod

"Everyone...gobacktowhatyouweredoingand

thankyouforyourtime"IsayandIleavethem

goingtothekitchen

AsInearthekitchenIhearsinging.IenterandIsee

Sismavisdancingaroundwhilecooking.Istandat

thedoorlookingatherarmsfolded.

Shefinallyturnsaroundandtheplatefallsasshe

screams.

"OhMyGodSir...younearlygavemeaheartattack"

shesaysandInod

"HowlonghaveyoubeenworkingformeSis

mavis?"Iaskandshestopsworking



"ForaverylongtimeSir"shesayslookingatme

"Thenwhy?"Iaskandshelooksaround

"WhywhatSir?"SheasksandIchuckle

"There'sareasonwhythecleanersandthepeople

whocooksknewMsKhoza'smedicalhistory...So

thattheycancookstuffshecaneatandclean

correctly"Isaylookingrightintohereyes

Ilookatherandshakemyhead.

"ItrustedyouSismavis"Isayandshebowsher

head

"Why?"Iaskandsheshakesherhead

Itakeoutmygunandstartwipingitwithacloth

"Justanswerme"Isayandshestartscrying

"Itwasn'tmyfaultSir"shesaysandIjustgetangry

"Justtellmewhoinstructedyoutodothatthen

you'refreetogo"Isayandsheshakesmyheadas



shecomesforwardtakingthegunpointingitather

forehead

"KillmenowinsteadSir"shesayscryingandIlook

ather.ItakeoutmysilencerandIpointthegunat

herhead

"It'ssomeoneiknowain'tit?"Isayandshejust

criesmore.Ishotherandshefallsdownscreaming

"KEEPYOURGREEDYMOUTHSHUT!"Iyellandshe

does

"Ionlyshotyourarm,Isuggestyouleavethe

premisesbeforeIdoworse.Ibetternotseeyou

everagain."Isay

"Andcleanupyourbloodymess"Isayleaving

SismavisgaveEntlethesalmon.Why?whatdoes

shegetoutofallofthis?Thisisfarfromover.

Breakfastisservedandmyparentscomesdown

includingmybrother's.



"Goodmorningmychild"mymomsayskissingmy

cheekandIwipeit

Meandmymomwereneverbuddies.Shealways

triestodictatemylife.ShedoesthatwithThando

andZintle.Pushovers.

"Where'stheladyfromlastnight?willshebejoining

us"mydadasks

"Shewenthome,doctorsaideverythinglooksgood

sheshouldjusttakeiteasy"Isay

"Goodriddance"mymomsaysandwealllookat

her

"What?Iknowherkind"shesaysandIshakemy

head

"Whenareyouandyourbrothergettingmarried"

shesaysandPKlooksatme

"Youhaveapotentialbride"Isaylookingather

"Ifit'snottheyoungladyfromlastnightthenIdon't



wanttohearit"mydadsaysandmymomclicksher

tongue

"There'sotherbrides...purebridesbackineastern

capeforyouXhanti"shesaysandIlookather

"LeavethekidsaloneMaZana"mydadsays

Mymomcanturnanysituationintoasourone.

"I'mleavinginafewdays"Isayoutoftheblue

"Goingonvacationtocleanmyheadalittle"Isay

"That'sgoodbaby,Doyouneedanything?"Mymom

saysandIshakemyhead.

{Minentle}

I'mbusywithsomepaperworkinmyoffice.Ajay

needstogotocrecheforthese2days.Ialready

explainedeverythingtotheschool.



Liyaisgreenfromjealousy.Ididn'ttellZintlewhy

I'mgoingaway.She'sjustgivingmevibes.

IwasmakingmyselfsomecoffeewhenIreceiveda

callfromanunknownnumber.Iansweritbutidon't

speak

"Iknowyouknowwhothisis"thepersonsaysandI

rollmyeyesbutcan'tseemtorollitfarenough

"MrsZana...howmayIhelpyou"Isayandshe

laughs

"BybeingBusypackingyourstuff"shesaysandI

chuckle

"Iam,how'sXhanti"Itesther

"Wonderful,he'sgoingawayandI'llmakesurehe's

goingtoenjoyhimselfandforgetallaboutyou"she

saysandIlaugh

"Goodluck"Isayasicutthecall



Thiswomanwantstoplay.Ineverbackdownfrom

achallenge.Haven'thadfuninalongtime.

GoodMorning

Myapologiesfornotpostingthebonusyesterday

Imenjoyingthispartofthestorysolaterontoday

I'llgivechapter35

[35]

{Nande}

I'mwaitingforAyandaatmugg&Bean.This

womanreallyneedsalifeofherown.She'stoo

dependantonthatSiyaidiot.Imightcarryhis

secondsonButidon'tlikehimatall.Myeyesare

setonLiyema.

{Liyema}



"Whatdidyoujustsay?"Iaskoneofmymenwho

reporttome

"I'msorrysir,ItoldMsNandetokeepherbusybut

MrZanagottherebeforeher"hesays

ThatXhantiissteppingintomyterritory.Thatnande

nx.She'llknowmetoday.

"Isee,IneedAyandaSiko'snumberinlessthan5

minutes"Isayandhenods

I'monmywaybacktoSA.Iwasawayforbusiness

forawhile.LookslikeIgottodoeverythingmyself.

I'mawayforafewdaysandXhantithinkshecan

justtakeEntleawayfromme,I'mnotthatspineless

pieceofadogcalledSiya.

FindingAyanda'spersonaldetailswasn'thard.



She'swaytoosocialthatone.

Icalledher

"AyandaSikohello"formal

"YoumaynotknowwhothisisbutIhavesome

informationandproofaboutacertainfriendof

yours,youwon'tlikeitbutyouneedit"Isaywitha

smirk..

{Ayanda}

Iknewtherewassomethingfishyaboutthisso

calledbabydaddyofthatsnakeofafriend.She

thinksthiswillbeachatnje.Siyaismine,Imanaged

tokeepEntleatbay.Nandeknowswhattypeof

personIam,whybetraymelikethat?Sheprobably

seducedSiya.

{Nande}



Iorderedalateforthetimebeing.Icheckmy

phone,usuallyIhavemissedcallsfromliyema.I

wonderhowhisbusinesstripwent.

IsawAyandaenteringandIwavedather.Shelooks

good.

"Iwasthinkingyouweren'tcominganymore"Isay

whilehuggingher

"Ihadtomakeaquickstopsomewheremy

apologieslove"shesaystakingherseat

"Soowhat'snews?"Isay

"I'mjusthappybabeyouknow?AndI'mgoingtobe

amomsoon"shesaysandIgasp

TheeAyanda?pregnant?theonewhohateschildren?

Thixowam.



"What?noway.Whoareyouandwhathaveyou

donewithmyfriend"Isayandwebothlaugh

"Ijustfeltlikeit'stimeyouknow?startourown

familyspeciallyafterthewholeEntlething"she

says,Entle?

"Whatabouther"Iask

"ShehassomethinggoingonwithSiyaafew

monthsago,soItookitintomyownhandsandgot

ridofher.ImeanSiyaismine,ififindoutSiyais

busywithsomeoneelse?worseimpregnated

someome?GirlIpromiseyou,I'lleitherkillbothof

themorthebaby"shesayssippinghercappuccino

andmymouthrunsdry

Ayandacanbethedevilifshewantsto.Hencei

keptthebabydaddyasecret.

"Whatareyougoingtoeat?"Iask

"Just2breakfastmuffinsisfineforme"shesays

andIwaveawaitercloser



"Morning,canweget1allbrainmuffinand1

breakfastmuffinformeand2breakfastmuffinsfor

her"Isayandhenods

"Ineedtousethebathroom"shesaysstandingup

andInod

WhatEntlesaidspookedmenolies.Ineedtokeep

mydistancefromherfromnowon.

Ayandareturnedandourmuffinsarrived.We

starteddiggingin.Whileeatingwediscussed

randomthingsmostlysocialmediasincethat'sall

shecantalkabout.

IbidgoodbyeasIdroveoffafterthebreakfast.AsI

wasdrivingonthehighwayIexperiencedthishuge

amountofpaininmytummy.Irubbedmytummy

untilthepainwentaway.

"Naughtyboy"Isay



Ithoughtthepainwentawaybutitcameback

stronger,andImistakenlysteponescalatorandIhit

hardagainstthesteeringwheellosingcontrolover

thecardrivingintoabigtreeandIwasout.

{Ayanda}

IsawNandedrivingoffAndimadeasifiwasalso

drivingoff.Iwentbackinsidemugg&Bean.I

lookedforthatwaited,Isawhimandwalkedout

again.

Hecameout.

"Whatwasallofthatabout"heasksasItakeouta

tashofmoney

"Asknoquestions,hearnolies"Isayandhenods

"Todayneverhappened"Isayasiwalkawaytomy

carinthedirectionthatNandewasdriving.



Streetsarelessbusytoday.IkeptdrivinguntilIsaw

hercarcrashedintoatree.IwentcloserandIsee

she'sstilltherenotmoving.IwaitedabitandIsaw

herwakeup.

Ismiledwhiletakingoutmyphone.Iclearmy

throatbeforetalking.

"Hello!,Iwanttoreportanaccident"Isaypanicking

"Calmdownma'am,whatisyourlocation"the

personontheothersidesaysandIwailasIgive

herthelocation

"Pleasehurry,thewoman...Ithinkshe'spregnant"I

say

"Helpisonthewayma'am"thewomansaysandI

dropthecall

Ismileatmyself.

"YougotsomegoodskillsAyanda"Isaytomyself

andIlaughasIheadtomycar.



Thiswillteachheralesson.

Morningeveryone

Myapologies,facebookrestrictedmyaccount

yesterdaysoIcouldn'tpostnorreactfor24hours

[36]

{Nande}

IheardafaintbeepingsoundasIstruggledtoopen

myeyes.Thesuncamepiercingthroughthe

windowandIshutmyeyesagain.

WhereamI?Itrytocollectmyself.Istart

rememberingtheaccident,IstartpanickingandI

touchmystomach....



It'sflat.Ifeltapaininmychestastearsrandown

mycheeks.Whywouldsomethinglikethishappen

tome?Mybreathingbecameabnormaland

machinesstartbeepingfastasmyvisionbecame

blurry.

NursescamerunninginandIfeltalightprickon

myarmandIwasout.

{Siya}

"Thankyouforlettingmeknow"isayasicutthe

call.

Thedoctorjustcalledlettingmeknowhowit's

goingwithNande.Thefactthatshelostmyson

hurts.I'monlyinvolvedbecauseI'mpayingher

medicalbill.Imeanwhodoesn'thavemedicalaid?

"Wasthatthehospital?"Ayandasaysbringingme

tea,Ilookatit,Ihatetea.



"Yea,theysayshehadaminiheartattackbutshe's

stable"Isay

"Wehavetoletherbabydaddyknow"shesaysand

myheartskipabeat

"We'llhavetowaituntilshe'sawakebabe"Isayand

shenods

"Suchtragedy"shesaysasshesniffsandI

embraceher

"Ishould'vebeendrivingbehindher"shewailsandI

feelsomuchguiltsurroundingmybody

"It'sgoingtobeokaybabe,atleastyoufoundheron

yourway"Isaycomfortingherasshecries

{Ayanda}

Siyaisasleep.WejusthadsexandIworkedhim

out.

I'mbusygettingdressed,Ineedtopayavisitto



Nande.

IkissSiyaonhislipsbeforeleaving.

Iarrivedatthehospitalandthereceptionistlooked

atmeasIwaltstowardsher.

"MorningMsSiko,areyouhereforMsNande?"She

asksandIrollmyeyes.EversinceSiyagavemethe

goaheadtogopublicwithourrelationshippeople

hasbegangivingmemorerespect.

"Whatelse?"Isayasisignin

Ienterherroomandshe'ssleeping.Thissight

makesmehappy.Herlegisinacast.Nobigtummy.

IwalkclosertoherbedandIwhisperinherear

"Lookatyounow...Youthoughtyouweresmart



huh"Isayandsheopenshereyeswithashocking

expression

"A-Ayanda"shesaysandIsmile

"Youthoughtyoucouldgetawaywithithuh?"Isay

andhereyesgetfilledwithtears

"Sothisisallyourfault!"shesaysshoutingIhush

hertouchingherneck

"Icanfinishyourighthere,rightnowifyoumakethe

slightestbitofnoiseagain"Isayandshekeeps

quiet

"IdidwarnyouNande"Isay

"Iknowyoudon'twantSiyaandIknowyoudon't

careabouthim,onlyhismoney"Isay

"YoumaythinkyouloveSiyabutyoujustobsessed

withhim,youlovethemoneyandfamehehas"she

saysandIclosemyeyes

"Hedoesn'tknowthatdoesHe?"Isaysmiling

"Ifitwasn'tforyourfuckbuddydaddyyouwould've



lostSiyatoEntle"shesaysandmysmilevanishes

"OhiknewaboutthatAyanda,onceahoe,alwaysa

ho-"Islapherbeforeshecouldcompleteher

sentence

"YoujustjealousthatyouhadtospikeSiya'sdrink

inorderforhimtosleepwithoutacondomwith

you"Isay

"Steponmytoesagainandilldoworse"Isay

leavingherroom

{Minentle}

IwashavinglunchinmyofficewhenIreceiveda

call.Icheckwhoitisandit'sMike,I'mabouttoget

scolded.Ianswerthephone

"WhyamIonlyhearingthisnow?"HesaysbeforeI



couldevengreet.

"Hearwhat?"Iaskplayingdumb

"Khozadon'tplaysmartwithme"hesaysandIroll

myeyes

"Don'trollyoureyesatme"hesaysandrollthem

again

"Areyougoodthough?"Heasks

"Yeajustalotofdrama,henceimcomingdown

there,bothbusinessandpleasure"Isay

"Pleasure?Areyouandthisboyserious?"Heasks

andIlookaround

"Howdoyouknow...Youknowwhatnevermind,he's

agrownmanandnoweain'tathing"Isay

"Iknoweverything,whyyoudefendinghim?Isense

abut"hesayslaughingandIshakemyhead

"I'llwaitattheairportforyouye?Igottogo"hesays

droppingthecall.

Iwasabouttotakeanotherbiteofmysandwich



whenanothercallcamethrough.ItwasXhanti.My

heartstartedbeatingfastforsomereason.I

answered

"HopeI'mnotdisturbing"hesaysandIblush

"Notatall,howmayIhelpyou?"IsayAndhe

chuckles

"Keeptheformalitiestoyourclient's,Iwasjust

checkinguponyou"hesaysandkeepsquiet

"Whyareyouquiet?"HeasksandIfrown

"Youcalled,sotalkorI'lldropthecall"Isay

"Thisismyairtimewomansoyoucan'tdropthecall

becauseicalledyou"sobossy

"Thenspeak"Isay

"Imissyou"hesaysandmythroatrunsdry

"Whydon'twegrabsomedinnertonight?ourown

farewell"hesays,thisistemptingbutIcan'triskhis

motherfindingoutI'mstillseeinghim.

"Raincheck,wecantalkonthephonewheneverBut



we'llseeeachotherattheairporttomorrow

morning"IsayandIhearhimsigh

"Isthisbecauseoftheothernight?IfitisI

apologize"hesaysandIsuckmyteeth

"It'snot,Ijusthavealotofworktodobeforetheend

ofthedayandimsureyoudotoo"Isay

"Iunderstand,seeyoutomorrowthen"hesaysand

cutsthecall

{Zintle}

IaskedEntleificanknockoffearly.Idecidedto

callJason.Hepickeduponthethirdring

"HopeI'mnotdisturbingbabe"Isaygettingintomy

car

"Notevenclose"HesaysandIsmile

"Howaboutasleepoveratmyapartment,Ihavea

surpriseforyou"Isayandhechuckles



"Yourbrothersaregoingtokillme"hesaysandI

rollmyeyes

"Don'tworryaboutthem,justpullup"IsayandI

dropthecall

AtmyapartmentIhaveeverythingset.

Candles,rosepatles,champagneoniceandlights

dimmed.

ThedoorbellringsandIsmile.Thisguymakesme

feelsomethingIneverfeltbeforeI'mevenscared.

Iopenthedoorandthereheislookinghandsome

aseverwithrosesinhishands.

"Thoughtyouweren'tcominganymore"Isay

kissinghim

"Iwouldn'tmissthisfortheworld"hesayslooking

atmewhilebitinghislip

Wehadsexallnightlong.Iwokeupinthemiddleof



thenightbecauseofapeepressingme.

Ifinishedupandreturned.Hisphonebuzzed.I

checkeditanditwasamessagefromhismom.It's

notmybusinesssoIdidn'treadit.

IsmiledasIsawhiswallpaper,wherehewas

holdingmyhandandthebraceletheboughtme

wasshiningbeautifully.

Iwentthroughhisgalleryandonefoldercaughtmy

attention.Iclickedonitandmorethan1000photos

appeared.Itwasfromthesamewoman.Iviewed

oneandmyheartstopped.WhatisJasondoing

withEntle'sphoto's?.

Someareofhercookingandthedatesaremonths

ago.There'sonewhereheisholdingAjaytoo.

WhatthehellisThis???



[37]

{Minentle}

SiyaclaimshehasalotinhisplatesotakingAjay

withmewasn'taproblem.Siyahasalwaysbeen

filledwithproblems,I'mtoogrowntostillbecaught

upinallofthat.

"BuddyweabouttoseeuncleMike,Izanphuze"Isay

andheshowsmehislipsandIkisshim.

IwasputtingthelastbaginthebootwhenI

receivedacallfromXhanti.

"Morning,I'monmyway"Isaylying

"Yearightlookbehindyou"hesaysandIdo

ThereheislookinghandsomeandIfrown



"Shockedtoseeme?"Heasksstillontheline

"Comehere"IsayandIseehimchuckle

"Youfirst"hesaysandIrollmyeyes

"RollyoureyesatmeOnemoretimeandImight

justbendyouforwardrighthererightnow"hesays

stillwalkingtowardsmeonthephone

"Youwish"Isayandheliftshiseyebrowassoon

asheisinfrontofme

"Let'sgetgoing"Isayenteringmycar,heheldthe

doorbeforeIcouldcloseit

"Youhavenomanners,ridewithme,Ihaveafew

questionsaboutthistrip"hesaysandIlookathim

"Hibuddy"hesayswavingatAjayandAjaysmiles

showinghismultipleteeth

"Teachmesomemannersdaddy"Isaytakingoff

mysunglassesandhesmiles

"Ohiwill,butit'sfineseeyouattheairport"hesays

closingthedoor



Iwatchhimashegoestohiscar.Hisdriveropens

thedoorandtheydriveoff.Whydoeshealways

havepeopledrivingwithhim?

AttheairportIlookforXhanti.Haibothisissonot

okay.Ourflightnumbergetscalledandstillnosign

ofXhanti.He'llhavetocatchup.

Firstclassissoquiet,Iloveit.AjayandIwasstill

gettingcomfortablewhentheairhostesscame

towardsusandIsmiles.

"GooddayMa'am,I'mgoingtohavetoescortyou

offtheplaneasap"shesayswithasmileandI

frown

"MayiaskWhy?issomethingwrong?"Iask

"YounotallowedonthisplaneMa'am,andIwas

instructedtoescortyoubychoiceorforce"she

saysand2securityguardsappear.



What'sgoingon?AndwherethehellisXhanti.

"Thisisn'tnecessary,butifimissmyflightyour

managerhasadatewithme"Isayglaringather

ItakeAjayandweexittheplane.Soidrove22

minutestoWonderboomAirportjusttobetakenoff

theplane?Thisisbs.

Weareonthebasewhereallplanesare.

"Waitaminute,howdoIknowyouguysarenot

planningonkidnappingme"Isaystoppinginmy

tracks

"We'llbedeadbeforeweeventhinkaboutitMa'am

nowifyoupleasejustheadstraight"onesecurity

guardsayspushingme

"Don'tyoudareputyouhandsonme,thisis

unprofessional"Isaynotgoingforth

"Ma'ampleasedon'tmakeourworkhard"theother



onesaysandIglareathim

TheynodateachotherandonetakeAjayandI

scream.IwenttohimtotakeAjaybuthekept

walking.Theotherguardpickedmeupandthrew

meoverhisshoulder.Istartedshoutingand

screamingwhilehittinghisback.

"Youguysaresloppy,andwhosaidtouchmy

womanandmyson?"Someonesaysandthe

guardsstop.

"WeapologizeSir,ma'amgaveusahardtime"the

onecarryingmesays.HeneedtoturnaroundsoI

canseewhothispersonis

"Whydidn'tyouguysinformme?putmywoman

downandgivememyson"hesaysandIgotput

down

WhenIturnaroundIseeit'sXhanti.Whythis...

Iruntohim



"IhaveAjaysoyoucan'thitme"hesayshiding

behindAjayandIglareathim

"Wena??!!"Isaypointingathim

"HowcanyoudothisXhanti?Ithoughtsomething

badwasabouttohappentomeandmyson"Isay

crying.

{Xhantilomzi}

Ideffinetlydidn'tthinkthisthrough.Icanseethis

reallyscaredher.Ijustwantedhertofly

comfortableinmyjetnowImessedupinstead.

Ajaygetstakenintothejetasit'sonlymeandEntle

outside.Iembraceher

"I'msorryEntle...I-ididn'tthinkthiswouldupsetyou

thismuch"isayshushingherandhercriespierce

throughmyheartasIclenchmyjaws



Shestartshittingmychestwhilecrying.

"YouareananimalXhantilomzi"shesays,okay

she'supset..myfullname?

IpickherupandIwalkinsidethejet.Thiswoman

justgotheavier.Icheckandseeshe'sasleep.I

placeherinthebednexttoAjay.

IsnapaphotoofthemandIsmile.Entleyoudriving

mecrazy.

Herphoneringsasthejettakesoff.Ianswerit

"Entle'sphone,hello"Isay

"Who'sthis?"ThemanasksandIlookatthephone.

Who'sMike?

"ThisisXhanti,Herfriend"Isayandheclickshis

tongue

"BoyyoubetterkeepyourhandsofEntle"hesays

andIlookatthephone



"Don'tcallmethat"Isayandhelaughs

"Whatever,lookoutformeattheairport,seey'allin

Belgieë"hesayscutingthecall

"Belgieë?"Iasklookingatthephone

"It'sDutchforBelgium"Entlesays

"Didiwakeyouup?"Iaskgoingtoherandshenods

"WasthatMike?"SheasksandIrollmyeyes

"Whoisheanyway?"Iaskandshelooksatme

"Whydidn'tyoutellmeyouhadotherplans?You

scaredme"shesaidandIsigh

"I'manidiotmyapologies,Iwantedtoflex"Isay

proudandshelooksatme.

WemetMike.Tomysurprisewesharedadorm

roominprimaryschool.ButIdon'tlikehimsince

himandEntlearesoclose.



"Youguyscanstayatmyhouse"hesaysandIjump

in

"Ithinkahotelwouldbebetter,rightEntle?"Isay

andEntlenods

"EverythingisalreadybookedMike"shesaysandI

smileathimstickingoutmytongue

I'mgoingtoenjoythis.

{Liyema}

I'monmywaytothehospitalwhereNandeis.

IsigninwithafakeID.

IenterherroomandIseeherstarringintonothing.

"WellwellWell,isn'tthisasignforsoreeyes"Isay



andhernecksnapsinmydirection

Shesmileswhensheseesme.

"Iwaswonderingwhenyou'llseeme"shesaysand

Irollmyeyes

"HowareYou?"Iask

"Justinalotofpain"shesays

"Youknow,ifyoufollowedmyorders,youwouldn't

behere"Isayandshelooksatmewithafrownon

heface

"Whatdoyoumean?"ShequicklyasksandIsigh

"Thisisallmydoings"Iproudlysayandshegasps

"You'rethereasonwhyIlostmysonandalmostmy

life?"SheaskswhisperingandInodather

SheshakesherheadcryingandInod.

"Youdidn'tkeepyoureyesonEntle,sinceyoumade

meloseEntleIhadtomakeyoulosesomething



too"Isayclosingthedoorlockingitintheprocess

"IwashopingtogetsomefromEntlesomewaybut

she'sgone...fornow.Soyou'llhavetosatisfymy

needsnow"Isayunbucklingmypantsandshe

screams.

IruntowardsherandIgagherwithmytie.

"YoushutyourtramporI'llfinishyouoffrighthere

rightnow"Isayandshenodswithtearsrunning

ThisiswhatIlovetoseewhenI'montopofa

woman.Vulnerability,fear,hurt.Turnsmeon.

Ienterherwithoutwarningandshescreamsbutit's

muffled.Ipressagaintsherbrokenlegandshe

criesmakingmesmile.

Istartmovinginandoutofheratafastpace.Only

mygroansandherfaintcriescanbeheardinside



theroom.

[38]

{Nande}

Cryingdidn'thelpsoIlaidtheretillhefinishedup.

Weusedtobeintimateinthepasttoobuthewas

neverthisheartless.Yeshelikesroughsexbutthis

wasnextlevel.

"Getupsoyoucantakeathoroughlybath"hesays

andIsniffwhilenodding

Mylegistillinalotofpainbutifidon'ttakeabath

he'llloseit.Liyemaisagoodguy,onlyproblemishe

isn'trightinhishead.Idon'tknowwhyhedoesn't

takemedication.Heconstantlysaidthathehasit

allundercontrol.Thisshowedmeotherwise.



"You'llstaywithmeuntilIgetEntle"hesaysandI

justnod

Onethingishouldn'thavedonewascrossLiyema.

Whycan'theseeIlovehimhenceIdidn'tbother

followingEntle?

Maybemelivingwithhimisagoodidea.He'llwarm

uptome.

{MrsZana}

"Howareyoumyson?"IaskXhanti.

Idecidedtocallhimtofindoutwhat'sgoingon.

"Whyareyoucallingme?"HeasksandIsigh,why

doesmysonhatemewhileIlovehimso



much,morethanhisothersiblings.Thenthere'sPK.

Aclosedbook.BothofthemhaveambitionhenceI

can'tletthemdatejustanyone.

"Iwasjustcheckinguponyou,can'tamotherdo

that?"IaskandIhearafemalevoiceinthe

backgroundcallinghimandIsmile

"Nevermind,lookslikeI'minterrupting"Isayandcut

thecall

LookslikeIdon'thavetodotheheavyliftingafter

all.Isaytomyselfwhiledrinkingmytea.

Entleshould'vedied.ThisiswhyIdoeverything

myself.SisMavisdidasloppyjob.Sheonlyhadto

givethatsimplegirlenoughsalmontokillher.We

weregoingtoletherdaughtermarryXhantionce

she'smorematured,butwhensheinformedme

aboutthisgirlathishouseIhadtoputaplanin

motion.



Shefailed,Ourdealisoff.

Idon'thaveaproblemwithEntlehavingachild.The

onlyproblemIhavewithEntleisherindependence.

Itmakesmesickthatsheissoyoungyetso

independentwhileIhavenothing.Alwayshad

nothing.Iwasn'tbornwithmoney,myhusbandtook

meoutofpoverty.

Ilovemykidswithallmyheartbuteveryparenthas

herfavouritesright?PhumlaniandXhantimytwo

eldestson'saremytreasure.Myhusbandlovesall

hiskidsequallyunlikeme.Ineverwanted

girls,henceIstoppedhavingkidsafterZintle.Iwas

afraidI'llgivebirthtoanothergirl.

IscrollthroughInstagram.Idecidedtosearch

MinentleKhoza.Heramountoffollowersalmost



mademespillmytea.FunnyIcan'tfindonephoto

ofherson.Heraccountisfullofmotivational

stuff,Hergivingadviceoneverythingincluding

cooking.Thepressureisreal.

{Xhantilomzi}

I'menjoyingmytimewithEntle.Sheaskedafriend

tobabysitAjaybutatacloserange.

"Youseldomlypostpicturesofyourself"Isayand

shenods

"Idon'thavetime"shesayslookingoutofthehotel

window

Iguessshe'sstillupset.

"HowaboutWedosomething,I'msureyoudidn't

bringmeheretodieofBoredom"Isayandshe



sighs

"Fine,getready...there'sanorphanagejust3blocks

awayfromhere.Ihelpthemoutfinanciallyevery

monthbutsinceimhere,let'sgoandcontributeour

services"shesayssmilingandInodgettingup

"Icalldibsontheshower"sheshoutsandIlaugh

gettingmyclothesandtoiletriesready.

Dibsforwhat?Forwho?She'scrazy,sharingis

caring.

Thebathroomisfullofsteam.Theshowerdoors

aremisty,withaafewwaterdropsrunningdown.I

canseeherfadedbodythroughtheglass.

Iundressasmybonerscreamstocomeout.Iopen

thedoorandshescreamsasIenter.

"Wouldyoucalmdown?weresavingwaterthisway"



Isaygrabbingherwaist

"Xhanti"shewhispersandIplacemyindexfinger

onherwetlips

"YoulikemakingnoisemaZana"Isaywithadeep

voice

Ilickmylipswhilelookingintohereyes.Her

breathingisuneasy.

"BreatheEntle"Isoflysayandsheswallows

"Turnaround"Isayandshedoes

Ikissherneckbittingitintheprocessandherbody

tenseup,Ichuckle.

"Youweak"Isay,takingmyshowergelandIrubbed

itonmybodyasIrinsoffthesoap.Ihearherlaugh

indisbelieve.



{Minentle}

Isthisguyserious?leavingmehanginglikethat?I'll

gethimforthis.

I'mdressedinablack"safetypin"Versacedress.It

huggedmybodyandtheslitonthetighmadeit

moresexier.Mymommycleavage.

Iworemy"fuckme"highheeledshoe.Itwas

gold,matchingthegoldsafetypins.

Iuncoveredmyhead.Myhairwasstilldry.I

decidedcurlswouldwork.FormaleXhantiis

makingextremelylong.

IcheckedthemirroronceI'mdone.Perfect.



IturnaroundandXhanticomesoutofthebathroom

withatowelaroundhistorso.IknowIsaididon't

likemenwithabsbutXhantichangedmymind.

{Xhantilomzi}

Thisdamnbonerdidn'twanttogodown.Hadto

stayundercoldwaterforawhile.IhopeEntleis

done.

WhenIenteredtheroommyeyesnearlyfalloutof

theirsockets.

Igotlostinherbodynolies.Ilookintohereyesand

she'sgivingmeherperfectsmile.God?Amen.

We'restilllookingateachother,ifthisisadreamlet

menotwakeup.

"Iloveyou"shesaysandmythroatrunsdry



"Iloveyoumore"Isaywalkingtowardsher

"Whatareyoudoing?"Sheangrilyasks

Haibodidn'twejusthaveamomentthere?Iswear

wedid.

"Yousaidyouloveme"Isayandshelooksatmeas

ifihave3heads

"Notafok"shesaysandIfrown

Didijustimaginethiswomansayingshelovesme?

WeakXhanti!.

[39]

{Minentle}

ThewayhelookedatmemeansIpassedthetest.

"Getreadyplease,theyarewaitingforus"isayand

helooksatme



"Who'sus?wenotgoinganywherewithyoudressed

likethat,Iforgottotellyouimnotboredanymore"

hesaysandIgivehimmylook.

Idecidedtowaitdownstairsforhim,Ireallymissed

theDutchwiththeirweirdaccentsandfunny

Afrikaans.IfIlistencarefullyIcanalmostmakeout

whattheysay.

Weexitedthehotelandataxiwasalreadythere,I

wenttoitbutXhantipulledmeaway.

"UyaphaphaEntle"hesaysandhegreetsthedriver

"Idon'tlikedrivingwithstrangers"hesays

"Iwasonceastranger"Isayandheclickshis

tongue

Soon2blackSUV'spulledupinfrontofus.You've

gottobekiddingme.Isaytomyself.Vacation

meansawayfromeverythingincluding

unnecessaryguardsanddrivers.



"We'lltakethefirstonesoyoucandirectus"he

saysandIlookathim

"Thisisunnecessary"Isayenteringthecar

"Mommylovesyou,begoodtoauntyI'llbeback

soon"IsaywavingatAjay.I'mvideocallinghim

andXhantiisjustsmilingatmelikearetard.

"Girlyoubetterprotectmyboywithyourlifeor

yourswillbetaken"Xhantizipsintothevideoand

smilesatAjayscaretakerandhersmiledisappears

andInervouslychuckle

"He'skidding,he'skidding,justkeephimbusybehind

closeddoors"Isayandshenodsuncomfortably

"Inever-"IcuthimoffbybiddinggoodbyetoAjay.

Ilookathimandheshrugs.Iclickmytongue

Whenwearrivedattheorphanagetherewasalotof

car'sparkedoutside.What'shappeninghere?



"Lookslikethere'ssomethingbighappeningjudging

bythefancycar's"XhantisaysandIrollmyeyes

Theplaygroundsareempty.Whenweenterthe

orphanage.Weseealotofrichpeopleinteracting

withoneanother.Whentheyturntolookatusthey

goquiet.

"Xhantiyou'recrampingmystyle,Theynormally

welcomemewithopenarms"Iwhisper

"WhoarethesepeopleEntle?"Heasks.

BeforeIcouldanswereveryonehadgunsheldup

towardsus.IlookbehindmeandIseeXhanti'smen

arealsopointingtheirgunsatthesepeople.

Whatthehellishappeninghere?

IliftmyhandsbutIseeXhantihasaboredlookon

hisface.

"Liftupyourhands"Iwhisper



"StopbeingweakEntle"hesays

"Theremustbesomekindofmisunderstanding"I

sayandtheyjustlookatus

{Zintle}

IwokeJasonupbecausethisisreallyconfusing.

Howdotheyknoweachother?Whydidn'thetellme

heknewEntle?

"BabyI'mtired,letmesleepasseblief"heyawns

"Ohyoutiredofmealready?Youwanttogobackto

sleepSoyoucandreamaboutthatbigfatbitch?"

I'mangry,jealousIfeelcheatedon

"What?babewhoareyoutalkingabout?"Heasks

"MinentleKhoza!"Ishoutandhezonesout

"Haiboareyouserious?"Iaskandhecomesback

"Mybadbabe,it'sjustIhaven'theadthatnameina



longtime"hesayssofly

"Doyouwanther?"Iaskandhelooksatme

"IwantedherbackthenButnotanymore,Ihaveyou

now"hesays.

"Thenwhydoyouhavesomanypicturesofher"I

askandhesighs.

"Iworkedforher,Iwasonceherpersonal

driver...shehelpedmeandmyfamily,ifitwasn'tfor

hermylittlesisterwould'vedied,ifitwasn'tforherI

wouldn'thaveajobtoday"hesayslookingdown.

"Iowehersomuch,Icareaboutherbecauseshe

caredaboutmeandmyfamily...pittyImessed

everythingup"hesaysgivingoutanotherheavy

sigh.

InearlyhatedEntlewho'sbeennothingbutgoodto

meovernothing.I'msureshe'llunderstandoncei

gettotalktoheraboutthissinceIkeptmydistance

fromher.



IneedtotalktoMybrotheraswell.

{Jason}

IwasgoingtoleaveZintle,butassoonasIsawthat

sheandEntlearefriendsIdecidedotherwise.

Entleismine.Ijustneedtogetcloseenoughtoher.

[40]

{Xhantilomzi}

Entlewasstillholdingherhandsup.IfIsmoked

cigarsIwould'velitoneup.Ilookedforachair.

"Entlesit"Isayandshelooksatmeasifilostmy

mind

"Sit"Isternlysayandshenods



Shewasabouttomovewhensomeguyheldagun

againstherheadandshebeganpanicking.

"Entlejustcloseyoureyes"Isayandshedid

"Youguyshavetotelluswhatishappening

here,infactbringmethepersonwho'sincharge"I

sayunbuttoningmyjacket,takingEntleawayfrom

thisidiot

"Nowifyoudon'tloweryourweapons,thiswhole

thingmightturnintoabloodbath"Isayand

everyonelooksateachotherstillholdingtheirguns

pointedatus.Ichuckle.

"ThisisnothowIwantedtospendmydayyaz...you

upsetmywifeandifyouupsetheryoubasically

shittingonme"Isaylookingatthem

Igiveoutasigh.Thisguywhoheldhisgunagaints

Entlelooksshaky...nevergofortheweakestlinkbut



Ihavetosetanexample.Ismiledathim

"Holdmyjacketwouldyou?"Isaythrowingthen

jacketathimandlikeclockworkheaimshisgunat

thejacketintheairandIgetanopportunitytokick

itoutofhishands.Pullinghimtowardsmewitha

firstlandingonhisfaceAndhefallsontheground.

Igivehimonepunchinhisthroathavinghimchoke

onhisownsaliva

"That'senough"thefamiliarvoicesayscomingout

ofthecrowdandIsmile

"Thiswasn'tnecessaryMike"isayturningaround

facinghim

{Minentle}

Whattheactualfuckisgoingonhere?Mike?

Ilookatthemindisbelieve.



"Don'tlookatmelikethat,Iwasjusttryingtoseeif

he'llbeabletoprotectyouinthenearfuture"Mike

saysindicatingthathismenshouldlowertheir

guns

"Prote-whatthehelliswrongwithyou??!"Ishout

standingupandhemovesafewstepsback

"I'mnotinSAtoprotectyouMiné,Ididn'thaveany

doubtthathecanprotectyoubutIhadtomake

sure"hesaysandIgetmoreangry

"Aninterrogationwould'veworked"isayandI

breatheinandout

"Where'sthechildren"Isoftlyask

"Downthehall"hesayspointingatthebigwooden

doorandIlookathim

"Iswearnomorestunts,theyestablishedthisspace

formoniedpeople,farawayfromthechildren"he

saysandInod

Imissedthesekidssomuch.Xhantiwasfoundof

themtoo,I'msurprisedthathe'sonthegrasswith



hissocalledtailormadesuit.

"Ifitisn'tMinentleKhoza"afemalevoicesays

behindme,IturnaroundandIalmostlaugh

"Bianka"Igreet,she'sMike'swife

"Whatbringsyouhere?"sheasksgivingmeaglass

filledwithwinered,Ismellit.

"That'srude,ImaynotlikeyouButiwouldn'tdare

poisonyou"shesaysandIraisemyeyebrow

"Judgingbythesmellandtextureitleavesonthe

glass,thisisdrywine,Idon'tdrinkdrywine"Isay

puttingtheglassdown

"Icangetyouanotherglassthen"shesaystaking

myglassandIstopher

"No,werejusthereforthecharityeventthenwe'll

leave"Isaygivingheratightsmile

"Youandwho?GoingbacktoSA?"SheasksandI

laugh.Shereallydoesn'tlikemeandshemakesit



clear

"MeandXhantilomzi"Isayandhereyespopout

"Zana?"SheaskswithasmileandInod

"Mindintroducingus?"Shesaystakingmyhand

andIrollmyeyes

Xhantiisbusyplayingsoccerwithafewkids.He

lookshandsomefromthisangle.IseeBiankais

checkingherselfoutthewholetime.

Heseesusapproachingandheflasheshisperfect

smileatmeandidothesame.

"Youknow,you'renotdressedtobearoundkids"

BiankasaysandIrollmyeyes

"Iwaswonderingwhereyouweremylady"hesays

assoonasweareinfrontofhimandIblushashe

kissesmycheek

"Areyourfeetstillokay?Here'sBruno,Iaskedhimto

bringyoumorecomfortableyetclassyshoes"he



saysasBrunocomescloserwithabag

"Theyalittlepainfull,butthankyou"Isayandhe

nodsgoingdownonhiskneetakingoffmyshoes

andputtingonthelacewedgepumps

"Yougotbabyfeet"Xhantisayscarryingmyshoes

"IdoNot,puttheminthebag"Isayandheshakes

hishead

"I'llcarrythem"hesayssmilingatmeandidothe

same

"Aauumm"Biankahasnotiming

"Ialmostforgot,XhantithisisMike'sWife

Bianka,shewantedtomeetyou"Isaywithabored

toneandhelooksatBianka

"IjustwantedtoseewhomEntleassociatedherself

with,I'mahugefanofyourjelweryworkMr

Zana,Pittyyoucloseditdown"shesaysshaking

Xhanti'shandwhilelookingintohiseyes



Xhantilooksathernodding.Mikejoinsus

"Suppeople,wifeyyou'reheregood...functionis

abouttostart"hesaysembracingBianka

"OkayyouguyscangoaheadIjustwanttocall

Ajayscaretaker"Isaytakingoutmyphone.

Thisfunctionbringslotsofmoneytoalotof

orphanages.Peoplewhocouldoffertheirservices

ormoneywouldholdanauctionforavarietyof

orphanages.Someevenadoptkids.

TheMCwasalreadybusyspeakingwhenXhanti

andIentered.

TheywerenowonthebiggestorphangehollySpirit

orphanage.Thebiddinghasstarted,from1000$.A

fewshouted5000$.Thehighestwas5000$.

"Doihear6?"TheMCaskedandeveryonewas

silent



"Thisgentlemanrightheresaidhe'swillingtogive

10000$"Ishoutandeveryonelosttheirminds

"Noididnot"Xhantisaystryingtocalmthemdown

"Siryouhavenoideahowmuchthismeansto

us,Thankyou"theMCsaysshakingXhanti'shand

roughlyandIlaugh

Thiswillteachhim.IflookscouldkillI'dbedead

rightnow.

Everythingwentwell.Wewerenowbeingserved

food.

"Youreallygotme"Xhantisays,Ithoughthewas

overit

"ItwasforagoodcauseXhanti,doyouwantitback?

Letmegotellthepeopleyouwantyourmoneyback

andthatyoudon'tcareabouthomelesschildren"I

dramaticallysaystandinguphecatchedupwithme

andpulledmetowardshim.

"Youbettergetridofthatattit-"hegetscutoffby



someonesayingmynameandeveryoneapplauding

"Andthen?"Iaskbutpeopleusheredmetothefront

whereBiankaisstandingwithamicrophoneinher

hand

"YougotthatrightPeople,SomebeautifulSAmeat"

shesaysandIfrownaseveryoneclappedtheir

handsagain

"Sowho'dliketobetherforthenightfirst?"She

asksandthegrownrumbles

Didthatwomanjust...?Ohhellno.

{Xhantilomzi}

Whatthehell?Isthatsfebeauctioningmywoman?

IlookaroundforMike,hehastocontainhispetorI

will.



"Mikeifyoudon'tgetyourwifeundercontrolI'll

blowherbrainsoutrighthere"Isayspittingfireand

helooksatmeconfused

"Youbusydrinkingoutsideandyourwifeisacting

crazywithmywoman,she'ssellingEntle!"Isay

grabbinghiscollar

Helooksatmelikeimcrazybutstepsbackintothe

buildingrunning.

{Mike}

IsBiankaoutofhermind?

Ihearthebiddingsgoinghigherthan10000$.

Thehighestandwinnerwas80000$.

AwhiteguystandsupgoingtowardsEntle.Who

invitedmyenemy?.



"Ifyoulayasmuchasafingeronher,thenyou'llsee

yourselfleavingthisbuildinginacasket"Xhanti

saysholdinghisgunaimedattheguy.

"Yousnoozeyoulosemyguy,Ipaidforhersoshe's

mine...unlessYoucanpaymeback"theguysays

comingtowardsus

"Icanpayyoubackdoubleofthatweakass

paymentyougaveformywoman"Xhantisays

puttingthegunagaintstheguysheadandhe

smiles

"Soit'strue?TheeXhasawoman?Wondersshall

neverend,ok..nopaymentneeded"hesayslifting

hishandsupinsurrender.

Hesignalsafewpeopleintheroomandtheyleave.

MeanwhileXhantiisgivingBiankaagruesomelook.

[41]



{Nande}

Liyemadischargedmetoday.I'mnotevenfittogo

homeyet,hebribedthedoctor.Doesnoonehavea

backbone?

"Letsgo"hesayswalkingoutofmyroom

"Liyemahelpme,can'tyouseeI'minawheelchair?!"

Ishoutandhesighsinfrustration

"Youbeingimmobilefrustratesmetothecore,this

isthelasttime"hesayswheelingmeoutandI

smile

Hemightbehardbuthe'sasoftyunderallofthat.

I'veonlybeenathishouseonceandthatwasfora

meeting.Nowimactuallygoingtoliveinit.Can't

waittopostaboutthis.ThatsnakeofaAyanda,Her

doingswasactuallyablessingindisguise.



Ican'twaittoshowLiyemathatIcanbebetterthan

Minentle,inmanyways.

{Mike}

IwenttowardsBiankaandIroughlypulledherfrom

thecrowedtowardstheparking.

"Areyouinsane?!"Ishoutandshelaughs

"Shhhh...she'llenjoyherself,she'sabiggirl"she

saysputtingherfingeronmylipsandIreekthe

heavyalcoholformher

"Sincewhendoyoudrinkthismuch?"Iaskandshe

laughs

"YouaboreMike,everytimethatgirlisinvolvedyou

abore"shesaysgettingintothecar



IlockedthecarandheadbacktoEntleandXhanti.

Heplacedhisjacketaroundhershouldersand

they'reonetheirwaytotheparking.

"Waitup!"Ishoutrunningafterthem

"NotnowMike"XhantisaysandIlookatEntlebut

shedoesn'tbotherlookingupandIsigh

"AtleastletmeapologizetoEntleman,Ihadnoidea

Biankawoulddosomethinglikethat"Isincerelysay

andEntlenodsherheadwalkingaway,Ithinkto

theirtransport

Nowit'smeandXhanti.Ilookathimandhedoes

thesame.

"Whoinvitedhim?"HeasksandIshrug

"Ihavetheexactsamequestion"Isayandhenods

"Lookslikewe'llhavetocutourvacationshort"he

saysandIshakemyhead

"Ifit'sprotectionyouwantyouguyscanstayatmy

house"IsayandhelooksatmelikeI'velostmy

mind



"Areyououtofyourmind?Yourwifejustsoldmy

womanofftoarival,youthinkI'dwanttobeinthe

samespaceasher?Ifyouwantmetokillher

infrontofyoujustsayso"Xhantisayswalkingaway

Iclenchmyfistswhilelookingatmycar.IfIdon't

putBiankainherlane.Entle'sauntsurelywilldeal

withme.

{Minentle}

Onourwaytothehotelnoonesaidaword.That's

good,Ilikemysilence.Ijustwantmysonrightnow.

AssoonasBrunostopsthecarIjumpoffAndrun

insidethehotel.

IusemyaccesscardtoAjaysroomandhe'sasleep.

Soishiscaretaker.Iwakeherup



"MsKhoza,myapologies,Ihadnoideayou're

back,I'msorryforfallingasleepitwon'thappen

againpleasedon'tfireme"sheramblesgoingon

herkneesandIshushherpullingherup,elders

kneelingdoesn'tfeelrightinmyheart

"It'sokay,Ajaycantireapersonespeciallysincehis

lastsetofteetharecomingout"Isaysmiling

"Yourfamilymustbeworriedaboutyou,whydon'tI

callthemandletthemknow,I'llaskoneofthe

driverstotakeyouhomeokay?"Isaytakingmy

phoneandshesmiles

It'shotsoIundressedAjaytoputonsomething

lighter.Inoticeawound,butit'shealing,it'ssmalltoo.

Heprobablyscratchedhimself.

ThenextmorningIgetreadyforthemeetingwith

MrMerken.Idon'tknowwhattowear.Idecidedon

a3pieceroyalbluesuit.Combmyhairtotheback



andtiedit.

WhenIwasdoneIwokeupAjay.WhyisXhantiso

tired?He'sstillsleeping.IwasgivingAjayabath

whenthewoundonhisarmcaughtmyattention

again.

"Entleareyouhere?"Xhantishoutsanditakemy

eyesoffthewound,dryingAjay.

"Yea,I'llberightthere"Isayandhisfootstepswent

away

IfIlookgoodmybabyshouldlookgood.

"Boythisabominationonyourheadneeds

treatment"Isaybrushingmyhandtroughhisthin

dreadlocksandheshakeshishair

"Iwon'ttakethemoffrelax"Isay

MyphoneringsandIseeit'sLiya.Iwonder

"Toldyounottodistu-"



"Haisukamamela,whileyoubusywiththeugly

afrikaansmenthere,mo'gurllostherbabyinan

accident"shecutsmeoffAndmyattentionshiftsto

thecall

"Who?Ayanda?"Iaskandsheclickshertongue

"Thatbroomstick,no.Nande"LiyasaysandIgasp

"Ini?How?when?"Iask

"Youlovenewskodwabutyoudon'tsharewithme

chom"Liyasays

"Haibodidyounotjustcallme?"Iaskandhesighs

"AnywayyeaNandelostthebabyandalittlebirdy

toldme...Ayandahadsomethingtodowithit"he

whispersthelastpartandIgasp

IknowAyandaiscrazybutthisnextlevel.

{Xhantilomzi}



Ihavealotonmymind.Thisismessedup.Icalled

mybrotherPK

"IwarnedyouXhanti"hesaysafterItoldhimwhat

happened

"AndifMartinknows,everyonewillknowbecause

everyonewantsyourthrone.Theyjustwaitingfor

therightmomenttostrike,whatbettertimethan

nowwhenyouhaveafemalenexttoyou"he

continuesandIbrushmyface

"Sowhatshouldido?DadwillkillmeifheheardI

createdanotherwar"Isay

"DowhatyouthinkisbestforEntleandAjay"he

saysdroppingthecall

He'sright....Whatbetterwaythantokeepmy

distanceandcutcontactwithher?...

[42]



{Minentle}

Xhanticameoutofthebathroomabitdisoriented.

Thecallmust'veupsethimalot.

"AreyouOkay?"Isincerelyask

"DoilookOkay?"HebitesbackandIjustlookat

him

"WillyoujoinmeandAjay?Ihaveameeting"Isay

tyingAjaysdreadlockstogether

"Idon'twanttoimpose,I'lltouralittle,justletme

knowwhenyoudonesoIcanpickyouupagain"he

saysputtingonhisblackandwhitejordans

OnlynowIseehowhandsomehelooks.Iwalk

towardshimandhelooksupatme.

"Youcantellmewhat'supsettingyou"Isay

kneelingtohislevelandhelooksatmeforalong

time



SomethingpulledmetowardshimandIkissedhim.

Hekissedmebackashesqueezedmywaist.The

kissdidn'tlastlongbecausehelightlypushedme

awayfromhim.

"Idon'twanttomakeyoulate"hesayslooktothe

sidenotmakingeyecontactwithme.

DididosomethingWrong?Ijustnodmyheadand

placedAjayinhispram.

WhenIlookbehindmeXhantiwasgone.Ifinished

packingAjayabagandwetooktheelevatordown.

OutsidethehotelXhantiisnexttothecarbusyon

hisphone.Doesn'tlooklikeapleasantcall.

Brunocameouttoopenthedoorformewhilehe

tookthepramintothebooth.

Thedrivewassilent.Whyisn'tXhantitalkingtome?

He'susuallyannoying,nowImissit.



{Xhantilomzi}

WedroppedEntleoffatthisnicediner.Iopenedthe

doorforher.Shehardlylookedatme.GuessI

deserveit.Shewalkedawaywithoutsaying

goodbye

"Entle!"Icalledherandshestoppedandturned

around.Iwenttoher,grabbedherwaistandlooked

herdeepintohereyes.Searchingforunknown

answerstoanunknownequation.

Islowlykissedher.Shedidn'tkissmebackatfirst

buteventuallydid.Thekisslastedforawhile,I

pushedherhardagainstmybonerunderneathmy

jeans.IpulledoutofthekissandIwenttokissAjay

onhishead.

BeforeleavingIkissedEntleonemoretimeand

anotheronherforeheadwithatighthug.



Thiswasmygoodbye...

{Nande}

Thishouseisreallybig.Hetoldoneofhismaidsto

turnthestoreroomonthefirstfloorintoabedroom

forme.Thatwasasign.

"Maid!"Icalledout,nooneansweredIcalledagain

andtheoldladyappearedatmybedroomdoor

"Whattookyousolong?Icalledyoulike5times

already,I'lltellLiyemaaboutthis"Isayandhereyes

popout

"Myapologiesma'am,Iwasstillbusywithyour

laundry,itwillgofasterifididn'thavetodoitwith

myhands"shesays

"Areyoucomplaining?Myclothescan'tbethrown

inamachine,shouldItellLiyemathatyourefuseto



dowhatIask?"Iwarnherandshe'sshakesher

head

"Good,makemesomesaucymogoduwithstiffpap"

Isaypolishingmynailswitharoyalbluecolour,

EntlelovesthiscolourInoticed,IhopeLiyemawill

seeit.

"Butma'amitwilltakehours,andit'salmosttimeto

makedinner,MrLiyemawouldbereallyupsetif

dinnerwasdelayed"shesaysandIrollmyeyes

"Fine,makealotofsausageswithfries,bringthe

wholebreadwithyou"Isayandshenodsherhead

exitingmyroom

Thisisthelife.Nowihavetoworkonmyleg.Ineed

tofindawaysoLiyemawouldgetsomeonetohelp

me..

[43]

{Xhantilomzi}



Iwatchthemastheyenterthediner.Thisisgoing

tobehard.

"Bruno,you'llhavetogofetchher,don'ttellher

anything"Isayenteringthecar.

"Sirareyousurethisisagoodidea?"HeasksandI

sigh

"I'llwatchherfromadistance...justincasebutI

needtosortthisoutfirst"Isaymakingacall

{Minentle}

I'mstillhavinghotflashes.Thatwasveryweird.

Mademecraveforhimmore.

Theshophasaclosedsignon.IenterandIspotMr

Merkeninthecornerwith3morepeople.Hesees

meandhestandsupcomingtowardsme

"Miné"hesaysembracingmeandIsmilehugging



himback

"OhMyisthisthelittleguy?"Hesayscrouching.

"Comeeveryoneiswaitingforyou"hesays

directingmetothetable

Therewere2femalesand1male.Iextendmyhand

togreetthembutonefemalejustlooksatmyhand

"Okaaay"Isaysittingdown

"Letsbegin"MrMerkensays

"Finally,whywerewewaitinganyway?Ithought

we'rewaitingforsomeoneimportant"thesame

femalesaysandtheotheronenudgeher

"Idon'tthinkwe'vemetbefore,I'mZoltánBánkuti"

themalesayssmilingatme,

"MinentleKhozabutyoucancallmeMiné"Isay

"I'mÉvaTóthandexcusemyfriendforher

manners,HernameisAnikóFilácz"welldamnokay



Themeetingwasn'teventhatbigofanissue.Mr

Merkenlikestoexaggerate.

"Soweallagreetokeepthedinerandmakea

secondfloorwheredrinksandvarietyoffoodcan

bemadeandsoldalmostlikearestaurant"Mr

Merkensaysandeveryonenod

"AndeveryoneisagreeingthatEntlehandlesmost

oftheworktheresinceshe'sthefooguru"hesays

againandeveryonenodsexpectAnikó,MrMerken

looksather

"Nohatebutsincewhendoweinviteforeignersto

ourbusinessSir"shesaysandÉvagasps

"Pardonme?"Isayandsheshrugs

"I'mjustsaying,MrMerkennevertoldusyouwere

fromAfrica,whenhesaidyournameisMinéi

thoughtyouoneofus"shesays

"Oneofy'all?Areyouracist?IsitbecauseI'mnot

whiteHuh?"Iaskgettingwarmedup

"Anikóstopit!"MrMerkenshouts



"Ifitwasn'tforMinéthisdinerwouldn'thavemade

thismuchmoneyforustoopenanother

business,it'seitheryoustartrespectingherorleave

becauseIdon'tneedyourmoney"MrMerkensays

andthetableisquiet

Idon'tlikethis.Fuedamongstco-workers?

WehadsomethingtoeatbeforeIhadtogo

becauseitwasgettinglateforAjay.

WhenIgotoutsideBrunowasalreadywaitingfor

me.Heopenedthedoor,where'sXhanti?

ThroughoutthedriveIhadtoask

"Brunowhere'sXhanti,isheatthehotel?"Iaskbut

hedoesn'tanswermesoIkeptquiet.

Brunohelpedmegetoff,hecarriedthesleeping

Ajay.ThehotelroomislockedsoIusedmycard.



It'sclean.IcalloutforXhantibutthere'snoanswer.

IlayAjaydownandIcheckthebathroom.Whereis

he?Isatonthebedtakingoutmyphonebutanote

caughtmyattention.

It'sfromXhanti.Myheartstartsbeating.Ireadthe

note,whenIwasdoneIthrewthenoteacrossthe

roomandcalledhim.Calldidn'tgothrough,Icalled

acoupleoftimesuntilIgaveup.

Whywouldheleavejustlikethat?Sothatkissand

hugwasawayofsayinggoodbye?whywouldhe

leavewheninthenotehesaysthathelovesme?

{Nande}

Atthedinnertableitwasjustus.

"Liyema?"Isayandhelooksatme



"Iwasthinkingweshouldspeedupmyrecoveryby

gettingaphysio"Isayandhelooksatmewitha

blankexpression

"Sexisdoingthemost"hesayseating

"Don'tcallitthat,it'scalledmakinglove"Isaywhile

smiling

"Fine,I'llthinkaboutit"hesaysbecauseIwant

givingupatall.Ismile,thisisjustthebeginning

Soonthatmaidofearliertodaycametowardsthe

table.

"Sirisitokayificangohomenow?"Sheaskedwith

herheadbendedandLiyemalooksather

"WhatareyoustilldoinghereMa?"Heasks

concerned

"Well...uh..thema'amsaidishouldn'tgoanywhere

untilherclothesarepackedneatlyinher

cupboards,Ionlyfinishednow"hesoflysaysandhe

looksatmewithadeadlylook



"Mait'sfineJustaskManditodriveyouhome"he

saysandshenodsgoingouttakingherbag

Helooksatme

"SeewhyIdon'twantYou?youmistreatpeoplewho

alsohavefeelings,I'mnotperfectbutIdon'tlook

downonanyone.Youweren'tbornwithasilver

spooninyourmouthNande.IthinkI'velostmy

appetite"hesaysstandingupandgoingtohisroom

Whydidhemakesuchahugedealoutofitthough?

It'sherjobtoserveotherpeople...shegetspaidso

shemustworkforherpayment.1stepforwardand

10stepsback.

{Xhantilomzi}

Idecidedtoflybackhome.There'speopleincluding

Brunowho'lllookafterEntleincasethatguytries

something.



Imadeastopatmydad'shousefirst.Iknockedon

thedoorandsomegirlopened.

"Hello"shegreetswithawidesmileandIlookather,

shelookslikesomeoneI'veseenbefore.

"Where'smyfather?"Iaskgoinginside

"Icanletsomeonecallhim"shesayscallinga

nameican'tpronounceandaelderlyguyappeared

"GocallMrZana"sheordersandthemanruns,I

raisemyeyebrow

Soonmydadcamedown.Thisguyagesnice.I

knowI'lldosotoo.ThegirlexcusesusandIgive

mydadaquestioninglookandheshrugs

"Askyourmother"hesaysandIsitdown

"TowhatdoIowethispleasure,Ishouldfeel

honoredthatmysonisvisitingme"hesays,helikes

exaggerating

"It'saboutBanks"Isayandmydadlooksatme



"Ibumpedintohim,heknowsaboutEntle"isayand

helooksatme

"Heboughther,longstory"Isayandhestilldoesn't

sayanything

"WhyareyouhereXhanti?Shouldn'tyoubenextto

yourwomanandherson?"Heaskslookingatme

"I..Iabandonedher,forherownsafety"Isay

embarrassed

"Youwhat?Idon'tevenrecognizeyou..where's

Xhanti?CanIhelpyouboy?"HesaysandIlookat

him

"JustbecauseourfamilyandtheBankshavebad

historydon'tmeantheygettodowhattheywant,

theyhavemoneybutnottheskills,butI'dadviceyou

tolaylowandseewhathisnextmoveis,getEntle

backinSAfirstandseeifanyonewillfollow"he

saysandInod

{Minentle}



Itwasn'tnecessaryformetostayanylonger.Ihope

I'llfindXhantionceIland.

Icalledhimoncemore,nopickup.Iboughtanew

simandcalledhim,heanswered

"Xhantiwhereareyou?"Iaskbuthedropsthecall

immediatelyandmyheartsankintomyshoes.

IwasjetlaggedsomeandAjaywenthomestraight

tosleep.

ThenextdayIpreparedAjayforcreche.Igotto

workatIseeLiyaisalreadythere

"Hiichom,whyyoubacksoearly?"HeasksandI

justgivehimafaintsmileasIwentuptomyoffice

Thewholedaywasadrag.DuringmylunchI

decidedtogotoXhanti'sworkplace.Ihavesome

homemadebriyaniforhim.



Igreetthereceptionistandshegreetsback

"IsMrZanain?"Iaskandshenodsdialing

something

"MrZana,yeshere'sa...?"Shelooksatme

"MsKhoza"Iwhisper

"Here'saMsKhozaatthefrontdeskforyou"she

sayssmilingbutItfadesquicklyandshenods

puttingthephonedown

"Hesayshehastogotoameetingin2

minutes,sorry"shesays.

"Oh...Iunderstand...canyougivehimThis?Tellhim

it'shomemade"IsaygivingherthethefoodandI

exitthebuilding.

SoHereallydoesn'twanttotalknorseeme?what

didIdo?

{Xhantilomzi}



WhenIheardshe'satthefrontdeskmyheart

skippedabeat.Lyingmademefeelworse.

Icalledmyreceptionistsagainandshetoldme

Entleleftmesomefood.

Soonsomeonebroughtitforme.Thespicyaroma

filledmyoffice.

AssoonaIopenedtheTupperwaremymouth

startedwatering.Iduginimmediately.Ittastes

amazing,colouredpeoplefoodisnicenolies.

Iwashalfwaythroughwhensomeonecameintomy

office.Noiseerupted,IlookedupandIseemy

dad,PK,LunathiandThandoenteringmyoffice.

"Pleasestopwiththenoise,Ineedtoconcentrate

whenIeat"Isayandtheyallclicktheirtongues

"SmellsgoodcanIhavesome?IknowEntle



broughtitforyou"PKsayssnatchingthe

TupperwarebeforeIcouldstophimandIlookat

him

"Iknoweverything"hesayeating

"Allofusarehungryyaz"mydadsaysandtherest

nods

Theymakingitsoundasiftherearen'tany

restaurantsnearby.

Iwatchthemastheymurdermywoman'sfood.

"TellEntleI'llsendlobolamoneytoherfamsoom"

PKsaysandIknowhe'sprovokingme

"Hecan't,helefther"mydadsayschowingthelast

pieceofmeatwhilelaughing

"It'sforhersafety,fornow"Isayandmydadlooks

atmewithasmile

"What?Dadthat'syourmakoti"Isayandtheguys

chant..



[44]

{Xhantilomzi}

FromthatdaylikeclockworkEntlewouldbringme

foodandI'dburrymyselfinherdeliciousfood.

It'sbeenamonthAndihaven'ttouchedhernor

kissedher.Timeneedstoflyreallyfast.

{Minentle}

AmonthofnotseeingXhanti.Ifhecanonlytellme

whyhe'srefusingtoseeme.

IdecidedtofetchAjayearlyandspoilourselves.We

madeastopatsparfirst.Iwasinthemoodfortheir

cheesecakewhileIgotAjayasausageroll.Weleft



thebuildingwithalotofbagsinthetrolley.It's

Fridayletmegowild.

Laststopwasspurforsomethingmeatyonmyside.

Ididn'twanttomakeitseemlikeIordereverything

formyselfsoIorderedthecheddarcreamy

burger,chipsandonionringsforAjaywhichiknow

I'lleat.Thefullplateforme,wors,steak,quarter

chicken,porkrib,chips,onionringsandasoda.Can't

bedrinkingwhileIhaveAjayaroundme.

Makingyourownmoneytastesgoodnolies.

"Icould'veatethatwholeburgeryouknow?"Itell

Ajay,takinghisburgerawaybeforehedemolishesit.

IgavehimmyphonesoIcaneatinpeaceandquiet.

"Ma!"HeshoutsandIlookathim.Herotatesthe

phonetomeandit'sapictureofXhantisleeping



"He'sbusynowokaybaby?"Isayandheshakeshis

headpointingatXhantiandIsigh

IvideocalledXhantibutIgavethephonetoAjay.

Otherwisehewon'tanswer.Ihopehedoes.

"Buddy"Xhantianswersandmyeyesgetsfilled

withtears

"Whatdidyoueat?Didyouandmommygoout?"He

asksandAjaynodsandrotatesthephonetowards

me.

IlookatthescreenandIseeXhantitopless.Noone

saysaword.Soiswitcheditoffinsteadand

continuedeating.Ajaylooksatthephone

"Ma?"HesayssoflyandIlookathim

"Wanttogoyet?"Iaskandheshakeshishead

goingbacktothephoneandIsmile

{Siya}



"AyandahurryupPleasendilambile!"Ishout

Shewantstoeatoutbecauseshehascravings.She

comesoutandshe'swearingatightdressshowing

herbump.Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthiswhole

pregnancysituation.

Ican'tjustforgetthatAyandacheatedonme.What

Ifthisbabyisn'tmine?I'mslackingforreal

"Siyastoprushingme,beautytakestime"shesays

andIfrownexitingthebuilding.Ineedtogohouse

hunting.Livinginthispenthouseandmymomisa

drag.

Shedecidedonspur.

WhenweenterIseeAjayandEntle'sbacktowards



thedoor.Heseesmeandheshouts

"Daddy"myheartmelts

IleaveAyandaandIgotomyson.There'salotof

foodbeingeatenhere.Entle...haiNoihavea

beautifulbabymamapeople.Ihugherandshe

hugsmeback.

"HaiboSiyayoucan'tleavemebehind,youknow

anythingcanhappenwithpregnantpeoplefor

instanceNande"Ayandasayssittingdownnextto

EntlewhileIsatnexttoAjay.

Entledidn'tevenbothertogreetAyanda.

"YazEntleyouhavetotellmehowyougotridofthe

babyfat,Iwanttolookgreatafterthispregnancy"

AyandasaysbutEntleisgivinghermeatallher

attention



"Ohmygirlsarehere,Iwonderiftheyknowabout

Nande,letmesayhi"Ayandasaysstandingup

goingtoherfriends.

"Entle?"Isayandshelooksatme

"HowareYou?"Iaskandsheshrugs

"Wecrampingyourstyle?"Iaskbutshedoesn't

answer

"Amiinterruptingsomething"amanlyvoicesays

andbothmeandEntlelookup

"Liyema?"Entlesaysshockinglyandtheyhugone

another

Hesitsdownnexttome.

"Isn'tNandelivingwithYou?"Iask

"It'shissister"Entlesayschippinginandthisguy

smirks.



NowI'mconfused,thesetwoweretogetherat

nando'skodwaNandecan'tstopbraggingabout

thisguylookingafterher.Thishasnothingtodo

withmesoIleavethem.

{Xhantilomzi}

"WhyisLiyemastillsittingwithmywoman?"Iask

Bruno

"It'seitheryoufindawaytogetEntleoutofhis

clawsorescortLiyemafromthosepremises"Isay

andhenods

Thissucks.I'mstillbusywatchingthemwhenatext

camethroughlettingmeknowthatLiyemais

bannedandIseethemescortinghimout.

_______________________



{Amonthlater}

I'minmyoffice,lookingattheirpictures.Imiss

them.I'mwaitingforhertodropoffmyfood.Taking

longerthanusualthistime.

Icalledthereceptionistandshetoldmenoone

cameby.Icalledthepersonwho'slookingather

house24/7.Hesayssheleftforworkasusual.I

calledmysister,turnsoutEntledidn'tmakeitfor

work,shecalledinsick.

Thismademeworry.Icheckherlocationandit'sat

aclub.Thiswoman.Godpleasedon'tgiveme

strenghtbecauseifyoudoImighthurtsomeone.

IgotdressedasmeandBrunoheaddowntothe

club.It'spacked.AsusualIgotaglassofcognac

andIstartedlookingaroundforEntle.Iasked

aroundforanunfamiliarfaceanditwasquickto



findher.

IntheVIPsection,withnonotherthanBanks.

They'redrinkingandEntlelookswasted.Iwalked

uptothemandBanksseesme

"IbelieveImisplacedsomeofmypropertyatthis

section"IsaygoingtowardsEntle

"Youcan'tjustcomeandtakeheragainfromme,it's

destinythatmeandherbelongtoeachother"he

saysrubbingherhead

Thisboyispushingmybuttons.

"I'llaskyounicely,moveawayfromwhat'smineand

everyoneishappyandhealthy"Isayandheshakes

hishead

IlookhimintheeyeforafewsecondsandI

punchedhim.Hedidn'thaveachance,"they're

knownfortheirmoneynotskills"myfather'swords

ringinmyhead.



Bloodwasgushingoutofhisnoseandmouth.No

onemadenoise,nofoulplay.Hisguardsweregun

pointedbymypeopleintheVIPsection.

"Youinmyturf"Iwhisperinhisearbeforekicking

him

"Entlelet'sgo!"Ishoutbutshe'smumblingstuffsoI

pickedherupandthrewherovermyshoulder.

Allattentionwereonusnow.Imeanc'mon,Igot

onebeautifulsexywomanwhileI'mafullpackage.

"WhoareYou?"Sheasks

"It'syourmanXhanti"Isayandsherepeatsthe

nameuntilshefinallyrememberedand

embarrassmentwashedoverherasshekeptquiet

AtmyhouseImadeherwalk

"Walk"isayandshewhines



"SoyoudrinkalcoholnowEntle?"Isayopeningthe

door

"Who?me?drink?what'salcohol?"Shesayswitha

squeakyvoice

Shewasabouttoenterbutlostherbalance

"I'mfineee!"Sheshoutsassheregainedherselfand

Ishookmyhead

"Gowashup"Itellherandshenodsgoingupstairs

"Youdon'tlookgood"Itellher

"NOO!YOUdon'tlookgood"shesaysgrabbingthe

railwhilepointingatme

"Noyoudon'tlookgood"shesaysagainandI

almostlaugh

It'sagoodthinkIkeptthelaughbecauseshefell

backwardsdownthestairswhilelaughing

"Don'ttouchme,I'mfine"shesaysliftingupher

hands

"Youknowwhatboy,izaletmesuckthatdickreal



quick"shesaysasIhelpherstandup

"HowboutIputsomeavocadoonyourdickand

suckitoff...I'maavocadhoesowhynotsickitoff

yodick"shesaystouchingmyassandInearlydrop

her

Ifinallyputherinbed.

"Xhanti"shewhispersandIlookather

"Ifyouleavemeagainyou'llfindmeonastripper

polenexttime"shesayscoveringherheadandI

smile

Igotreadyforbedwhenacallcamethrough.Itwas

mydad

"It'sabouttime"hesaysandIsigh

"Areyouready?"HeasksandInod

"Morethananything,it'stimetoputthemintheir

place"Isayandmydadlaughs



Ifwarmeanshavingtohavepeaceafterwards?

Thensobeit.Nomorerunning.

[45]

{Xhantilomzi}

Inthemorningiwokeupearly.Madebreakfast.No

workersonweekends,lasttimewithEntle's

situationwasnecessary.

Thatdrunkardwon'tevenwakeupearlytomakeme

somethingtoeat.

WhenIwasdoneIcheckeduponAjay.He'sawake

buthe'swatchingTvlikeagrownmanwithababy

bottleinhismouth.

"Buddy"isayandhelooksatmeraisinghis

eyebrows

"Don'tyouwanttoeat?"Iaskandhesighsclimbing



offthebedlikethegrapebabyheis

"Lookslikeyouinheritedyourmothersintelligence"

Isayleadinghimdownstairs

"Mama?"Hesays

"Shouldwewakeherup?"Iaskandhenods

WhenweenterEntle'sroomshe'sstillasleepina

verysexyposition.Ajayjumpsonherwakingherup

intheprocess.

"Morningbaby"shesaystoAjayandhekissesher

Thisview...SomethingthatIwant,withherandno

oneelse.

"XHANTI!"Entleshoutsmakingmejump

"I'vebeencallingyoutwotimesalready,where's

yourhead?"SheasksandIsmile

"Justthefuture"Isayandsheshakesherhead



Werenowseatedinthekitcheneating.

"Whotaughtyouhowtocook?"SheasksandIlook

ather

"Doyouknowhowdrunkyouwerelastnight?"Isay

"Doyouhaveanyideahowmuchiwasworriedfor

thepasttwomonthsaboutYou?Youwentawolon

mewithoutanexplanation"shesaysandherchest

beganmovingupanddown,Isigh.

"I'msorry"Isaylookingather

"Iwasdrinkingonpurpose,itwaspartoftheplan.I

knewyouwouldn'tdisappearandnotcheckmy

everymove"shesaysbitingherbacon

"Youtellingmethatyougotdrunkbecauseyou

knewIwillappear?Igotplayedbyawoman"Isay

chucklingandsodoesshe

"Sowhathappensnow?"SheasksandIlookather

"Withus,Xhantiyougrown,stopbeatingaroundthe



bush...isitbecauseIhaveakid?Ifitis-"

"ILOVEYOUENTLE!"Ishoutandshelooksatme

shocked

"IreallydoloveyouandIwanttomarryYou,start

ourownfamily,iwanttoloveAjaylikemyownand

first"Isaytakingherhand

"I'veneverlovedbeforeandifbeingwithyoumakes

mefeellikethis?Iwanttofeelitfortherestofmy

life"isayandhereyesarefulloftears

"Shitboystop,it'slikeyouproposingtome"she

sayswipinghereyeswhilelaughing.

"CanI?"Isaystandingupgoingtowardsherand

shelaughs

IembraceherasshestandsupandIgiveherasoft

slowkiss.

"Moorning"avoiceentersthehouseandwebreak



thekiss

"Youhaveguests?"EntleasksandIshakemyhead

Heelsclickingonthetiles.Thisistoodamnearly

forguests.Imeanmeandmywomanneedprivacy.

YesIcannowsaymywomanwithoutsoundinglike

aweirdo.

Thepersonisnonotherthanmymom.Godnotnow.

"OhmorningXhantiandunwantedguest"shesays

andEntlelaughs.What'ssofunnyhere?

"Goodmorningmotherinlaw"Entlesaysbowing

herheadbutIcanclearlyseehertryingtosuppress

alaugh,she'sevenredintheface

"Wenzantoniaphantombi?"MymomasksandEntle

breathesandclearsherthroat

"I'mherebecauseI'mXhanti'swoman"shesays

smilingatmeandismiletoo.



{Jason}

"Sowhat'sthenextplan?Youmessedupthelast

one"Jazlinsayslightingacigarette

"I'llhavetofigureitout,thecloserIgetandthe

moreZintletrustsmeI'llbeclosetoEntleagain"i

saykissinghercheek

Jazlinismytypeofcrazy,she'sfierce.Everything

waspartoftheplan.Istillgetflashbacksaboutme

andherthatnightshemanagedtogetEntletokiss

me.

TheplanistogetEntleandtakehermoney.When

welearntthatshehasprotectionandpeoplewho

arewillingtodoeverythingtokeephersafewe

changedtheplan.



IneedtofindawaytodrugEntle.Kidnapherand

askforaransom.BeforeIlethergoIneedtogeta

pieceofherass.

IrolledmyeyesasIseeZintlecallingme.She's

beautifulyeabutnotmytype.Sexwithherisjusta

drag,shejustlaystherelikeachickenbeing

slaughtered.

"Babe"Ianswer

"BabyImissYou,whenareyouvisiting?"Sheasks

andIrollmyeyes

"Idon'tknowyetbabe"IsayandJazlingoesonher

kneesgivingmeablowjobandIclosemyeyes

"ButI'llletyouknow,mymomneedsallthesupport

shecanget"IsaygrabbingJazlin'shair

"Iunderstand,sendhugstoherforme"shesays

"Iloveyou"shesaysandIgroan

"Yeabyebabe"quicklysaydroppingthephoneand



IgrabbedJazlinmythethroatturningheraround

andIstartrammingmydickintoherass.

Iloveanalnolies.Notmanycansatisfymyfetish.

OnlyJazlin.

[46]

{Minentle}

Wellwellwell...lookWhothecatdraggedin.Little

tooearlyforhertobehere.

Shelooksatmelikeshe'sabouttokillme.

"Xhanti'swoman?!"SheshoutsandInodsmiling

"MomcanIhelpyou?"XhantiasksgivingAjayhis

pieceofbacon

"Doesn'tmatter,whyareyouhere?"SheasksandI



shrug

"YouarereallyDisrespectfully,younotevenclothed"

shesays

She'sgraspingonstraws.

"Momcanyoupleasego?OtherwiseI'llcalldad"

Xhantisaysandhismomsighs

"Fine,butIjustwanttospendtimewithyou...alone"

shesayslookingatme

"XoloMa,buttodayit'smeandmyfamily"hesays

andmyheartmelts

"Iamyourfamilythough"shesaysshockedand

Xhantishakeshisheadshowingherthedoor

"NottodayMa"hesaysandhismomgrowlsatme

{Xhantilomzi}



Aftermymomdisturbeduswedecidedtogoout

instead.IdroveEntleandAjaytotheirhouse.

"Entlewe'vebeenwaitingforyouforlike20minutes

already"Isaylookingatmywatch

"I'malmostdone!"SheshoutsbackandIsigh

MeandAjaytookpictureswhilewaiting.10minutes

goesbyandfinallyEntlepraiseuswithher

presence.

Andijustwanttosay,damn.Shedoesn'tlookover

thetopneitherdoesshelookdull.She'swearing

normalclothesforanormalsunnyday.Somegrey

boyfriendskinnyjeans,agreypoloneckAndher

whiteAF1.

Isthatawigonherhead?Withabeanie.

"Takeitoff"Isayandshelooksatme



"Don'tlookatmelikethatXhanti,Idon'tknowwhat

todowithmyhair"shesays

"Youdon'twearwigs,neverhave,whynow?"Iask

andshestompsherfeet

"Wenotgoinganywherewiththatattitude,ifyou're

babalasjustsayso,nowkeepthebeanieonand

takeoffthewig"Isaystandingup

"Ican'ttakeoffthebeanie"shesaysandIlookat

her

"Areyourefusing?"Iaskandshecloseshereyes

"Thehair...thehairisattatchedtothebeanie"she

saysopeningheroneeyelookingatme

"Soyouwearingaweanie?"Iasklookingatherin

pureconfusion

"Awea-"shelaughsbeforeshecouldsaywhatshe

wantedtosay

It'sbeen1minuteandshe'sstilllaughingandI'm



stillwaitingforhertotakethatabominationoffher

head.

"Xhanti,wowbabeyoufunny"shesayswipingher

tearsgoingtoherroom

Cansomeonesharethejoke?

{Nande}

"Liyema?"Ishouthisname

Iwonderwhereheis.Myleghasrecoveredim

walkingnow.

Icheckhisofficeandhe'sonthephonesoIwait.

"What?"Heasksassoonasheendsthecall



"Let'sgoout..please..I'mbored"Isayleaning

againstthewall

"YoulikeactinglikeachildNande,howaboutwe

stayindoorsthenI'llgogetyouasurprise"hesays

andIsmile

Iknewthisdaywillarrive.Iknewhe'llcomearound

soon.Ibethehasalreadyforgottenaboutthat

woman.

{Zintle}

Iheardthedoorbellring.Icheckitoutandit's

Jason.Iattackhimwithahugandhehugsmeback.

"Imissedyousomuchbabe"Isayandhekisses

mycheekenteringmyapartment

"Babe?"HesaysasI'mbusywithdinnerandIlook



athim

"Ithinkweshoulddoit"hesaysandIsmile

"Youmeanit?You'reready?"Iaskandhenods

"Yeaimeanwe'vebeentogetherformorethan6

months,Ithinkweshouldgopublicnow"hesays

andIkisshim

"Okay...I'llJustsendmygirlsamessage,let'sstart

thereokay?"Isayandhenods

"WeneedtostartwithEntlesoshecansoftsoap

mybrotherwhenyoudomeethim"isayandhe

looksatme

"YoutrustmeandEntleinoneroom?"HeasksandI

nod

"Entleisnotthattype,andItrustyou"Isayandhe

grabsmywaistpullingmetowardshim

"Youmakemehappywoman"hesaysandkisses

me

"Stop,dinnerneedsmyattention"Isaypushinghim



awayandhechuckles.

"Icanalwayseatbeforeeating"hesayswiggling

hiseyebrowsandIlaugh.

Jasonmakesmereallyhappynolies.

{Mike}

IreceivedacallfromSAinformingmethatXhanti

declaredwarwithBankssoIhadtoinformEntle's

aunt

"Mikeareyousurethisguycanprotecther?"Entle's

auntasks

"Ibelievehecan,withhisdadonhissideit'salready

awin"Isay

"Thatoldmanisstillalive?"SheasksandInod

"I'veneverseensuchacalmyetdangerousoldman



though"Isayandshenods

"Well...justbepreparedotherwiseBeverlywillkillus

ifanythinghappenstoEntle,butEntlecan'tbe

underestimated"shesayslaughingandIshakemy

head

"Stopit"Isayandshecracksup

"DidyouseehowshepanelbeatedBianka?Shitno

mynieceiscanbecrazywhenshewantstobe"she

sayswipinghertears

"Yousparkedeverythingup"Isay

"Noyourwifeneedstobeputonalease,youmy

brotherbutIwouldn'thesitatekillingherifshe

provokesme,shestartedthismessbetweenherand

Entleandyouknowit"shesaysandInod

Ihateitwhenshe'swrongbutit'strue...

[47]

{Minentle}



Xhantiisfunny.Soonwecametoastop

"Wherearewe?"Iasklookingaround

"Salon"hesaysexitingthecarandcomingtomy

side

"Oh,youwanttogetahaircut?"Iaskandhelooksat

mebeforeclosingthedoor

"Wait...Ajay"Isayandhepullsmetowardshim

"LeaveAjay,comelet'sgoin"hesaysandIturn

aroundhesitantly

WeenterthesalonandI'mimpressed.Everyone

lookedinourdirection.

"Xhantiweshouldleave"Iwhisper

"Notuntilyoufixwhateverproblemyouhavewith

yourhair"hesayspullingmetowardsanempty

chair

"Who'llbedoingmywoman'shair?Whomeveritis

don'tfuckitup"hesays



Soonagirlcomestowardsmysection

"Whatwillyouhavetoday?"Sheaskswithasmile

"Anythingthatshewantsbutnoweaves/wigs,she

doesn'tdothose"hesaysandshenodsbutlooksat

Xhanti

"MayihelpYou?"Heasksandsheblushes

"I'msorryMrZanabutwe'dliketoknowifyouare

abletotakepictureswithus?"Shesaysholdingout

herphoneandtherestofthecustomersnodtheir

headswhileheshookhisexitingtheshop

Idecidedtotakestraightup.

"I'mreallysorryabouthismanners"Itellmystylist

andshelooksatme

"It'sokay,atleastigottomeethim"shesayswitha

smileandIlookather

"Areyouguysdating?"SheasksandIshrug

"Withthatone?Idon'tknow"itruthfullysayandshe



stops

"Youguysaredatingtchin,themediahasnever

seenhimwithafemaleinpublicbeforeneitherhas

people"shesaysandIlookaroundandeveryoneis

lookingatus...

"Atleastit'syouandnotagolddigger"onesays

andIlookather

"Girlhaveyouseenyourself?You'reaperfectmatch

forXhantilomzi,you'resuccessfulandsoishe.I

havealotofrespectforyouandtobehonestI

followeachandeverypostofyours"onesays

smilingandsodoi

Iwasbusyonmyphonewhenamessagefrom

Zintlecamethroughaskingifwecanhavedrinks

tomorrow.Sincewedon'ttalkalotanymoreIsent

herathumbsup.

{Liyema}



IdidnthaveasurpriseforNande.Istrolledthrough

theminishopslookingfortheunknownwhenI

passedalittlesalon.

IsteppedbackbecauseIsawafamiliarface.I

lookedthroughthewindowandIsawEntle.My

heartstartedbeating.Ihaven'tseenherinawhile.

Idecidedtoentertheshop.Everyonelookedatme.

Whowouldn't?I'mhandsome,tallandIwasdressed

likeapantydropper.

IwalkuptowhereEntlewasbusywithherhair.

"Ladies"Isayandthehairgirllookedatme

extendingherhand

"Hi"shesaysandIshakemyhead

"I'mhereforMsKhoza"IsayandEntlelooksupand

smileswhensheseesit'sme



"Liyema,wowwherehaveyoubeen?HowsNande"

SheasksandIsmilegivingherasidehug

"She'salive,justapainintheass"Isaysittingdown

Isatthereuntilshewasdonewithherhair.

"Goodtoseeyou'redone"amalevoicesays

enteringtheshopandIcheck,it'sXhanti

HecomestowardsEntleandhekissesherfora

longtime.

"MeandAjaywentcarracingatthegamearcade"

hesaysgivingherthethebaby,Iguessthat'sher

son.

HewantstopassputIneedtomovemyfeetoutthe

wayfirst.Notgoingtohappen

"Canyouexcuseme"hesayslookingatmeandi

lookathim



"Boydon'tmakeitlooklikeyoudon'tseeme

becauseyouknowyoudo"hesaysandIstandup

"Orwhat?"Iaskgoingtowardshimandhechuckles

"Justletmegothroughsothatmeandmyfamily

cangohome"hesaysemphasizingthewordfamily

{Xhantilomzi}

Thisboyissteppingonmytoes.

"Guyspleasestop"Entlesaysseparatingus

"Xhantilookatme"shesaysandIlookdownather

"Thisisn'tworthit,let'sjustgookay?"Shesays

whilebrushingmybeardandInod

"Onlybecauseyouaskedme,andYou?"Isay

pointingatthatlowlife

"TrustmewhenIsaythenexttimeIseeyouI'll

makeanexampleoutofyou"Isaytakingmy



womanshandandIpaidtheshop

{Minentle}

Thatwasreallynotnecessary.IgrabXhantias

soonasweareoutside.

"Areyouokay?"Iaskandhesighstakingmyhand

inhis

"I'llbeokayonceyoukissme,Youlookwaytoo

beautifultonotclingonme"hesayspullingmeand

andIkisshim.

AfterthelittlepicnicXhantisetupforuswesetoff

forthegamearcade.Weenjoyedourselvesso

muchthatwegothomeprettylate.

IwonderwhyZintlewantstohavelunchwithme.

GuessI'llhavetofindouttomorrow.



"Xhanti"Isayyawningandhehelpsmetakeoffmy

shoes

"Thankyoufortoday"Isaykissinghischeekandhe

smiles

"Justgetsomerest"hesayspullingthecoversover

mybodyandhekissesme.

{MrsZana}

"Sowehaveanagreement"Iasktheyoungladyand

shesmileswidelylookingatthecheck

"Wedo"shesaysexcited

"Slowyourroll,Howyougoingtomakemysonfall

foryouisyourproblem,justgivemeafewweeksto

payyourlobola"Isayandshesmilesagain

Thisgirlwillbeperfect.Hopeshedoesn'tmessitup.

[48]



{Minentle}

IalwayswakeupearlyonaSunday.Xhantiisnext

tomesnoringquietly.Can'tbelieveI'mdatingthis

guy.

Itouchhisbeard,kisshimonhislipsbefore

climbingoutofthebed.IopenthecurtainsandI

seethecloudslookheavy,windisblowingtree

branches.Icouldjuststayinbedwithmynewman

thewholedaybutIgottoseewhatZintlehastosay.

IsentheratexttomeetmeatDrydock.

ImakesomemaizemealforAjayandXhanti.

Whenitwasfinishediwentuptogetmeready.

"Whyyouupsoearly"Xhanti'ssexyMorningvoice

mumbles



"Youup,getAjayandgohavebreakfast"Isay

headingtothebathroom.

{Xhantilomzi}

Idon'tsmellbacon,Iwonder.IcheckuponAjayand

he'snotinhisroomthat'sodd,wherecouldhebe?

IgodownstairsandIhearshufflinginthekitchen.

WhenIgottothekitchenAjaywassittinginsidethe

fridge,eatingcake.

Irushtowardshim

"Buddywhywouldyoueatcakebeforebreakfast?"I

askwippinghismouthandhands

"Mommywillhityou"Isayputtinghiminhischair

"Let'sseewhatshemadesoyoucaneat"



WhenIopenedthepotmyheartsmilednolies.I

haven'thadmaizemealinawhile.Itlookssosoft

andsmooth.ItakethebowlsetoutandIdishedup

formeandAjaywithbutterandsugar.

IheardEntlecomingourwayandIquicklysmeared

someporridgeonAjayslips,faceandhandssoit

canlooklikeheate.

"WellI'moff,behave"shesaysandkissesmeand

Ajay.

"Youlookgood"Isaygrabbingherassandshe

swatsthemaway

"Allthisjusttomeetmysister?"Isaylookingather

She'swearingthisblackjacketwithwhitefuronthe

inside,blueskinnyjeans,tighhighdenimheelboots

andherwhitepoloneckjersey.Toomuchsexiness.



"Needanymoney?"Iaskandsheshakesherhead

"Wantustodropyouoff?"Iaskandsheshakesher

head

"Yousiblingswillbehereinafewminutes,bye

babe"shesayskissingmebeforeleaving.

Mysiblings?Theydidn'ttellmeanythingthought.

ImadeaAjayabottlewhilehewaswatchingbluey.

Soonthedooropenedandvoicesfilledthewhole

house.PK,Lunathi,ThandoandSiya?Iwonder

Wereallseatedwithmeatipoppedintothe

microwave

"Xwhatisthis?"PKasksrelievingAjaysarmandI

makeasifididn'thearhim

"Don'ttellmeyouinjectedmysonwithatracker"

SiyasaystakingAjayandinspectinghim

"DoyouhaveanyideawhatEntlemightdotoYou?"



SiyaasksandIlookathim

"YoumoreworriedaboutEntlekillingmebutyou

notsayinganythingaboutmeandEntle?"Isayand

everyonelooksatus

"Whatdoyouwantmetosay?IknowEntle,andyou

guyswon'tlast.Noreasontofightitbecuaseshe

belongstome,alwayshasalwayswillbe"hesays

withasmirkandmybloodboils

{Minentle}

WhenIarrivedattherestaurantZintlewasalready

therewithamale.WhenIgotcloserinearlyfainted.

Igreetedbeforesitting,keepingmycool.

"I'mgladyoucouldmakeitEntle"Zintlesays

smiling

"Let'scutstraighttoit"shesaysandmynecksnaps

"Nono,I'mabouttogetmeapinàcoladabecauseI



canseeshitisabouttogodown"Isaywavingata

waiter

"SosinceIalreadyknowwhat'shappening,whatam

Iherefor?"Iask,I'mheatednolies

"Iwantyoutovouchforus"shesaysandIlookat

Jason,hehasn'tsaidaword

"Vouch?Zintleareyousureyouwantthisguy?"I

asksquintingmyeyesandshenodsandIshakemy

head

"Siyaandyourbrotherarefriend's,youthinkSiya

won'ttellyourbrotherwhattypeofpersonJason

is?"IaskandshelooksatJasonwithaquestioning

lookwhileheglaredatme

"IthoughtIcouldconfinedinyoubutyoujustbitter

andjealousovermyman"shesaysandIlaugh

"WhywouldIwanthim?"Iaskandsheshrugs

"Zintle,youyoungandambitious...buttoshowyou

imgoodwithyouguysI'llspeakwithXhanti"Isay

andshesmiles



Somuchplastic.Icouldliterallysmellhermelting.

ThewholetimeJasonwaslookingatmestrangely,

Ican'tputanythingpasthimthat'sforsure.

Myapologiesforthelateinserteveryone

×2insertstomorrow
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{Siya}

WhyshouldibeworriedaboutEntleandXhanti?

EntleandIwillforeverhaveabondandthat's

Ajay,consideringthefactthatI'mherfirstboyfriend

it'llbehardforhertoforgetme.

She'llgettiredofXhantisoonsoI'mnotevenmad.



{Xhantilomzi}

Isthisguyserious?Iwillbreakhisneckserious.

WewereallstillchillingwhenIdecidedtocallEntle

rightthere.Shepickedupimmediately

"Lookslikesomeonemissedme"Isaysmilingand

shegiggles

"Hidaddy"shesaysandIswallowhard

"Don'tcallmethat"Isaysmilingandtheguyslooks

atmeshocked

"Youscareddaddy?"

"Areyoudrunk?"Iaskandshegiggles

"Womanit's....12o'clock"isaycheckingmywrist

watchandshelaughs

"Throatsdoesn'thaveatimesloth"shesaysandI

shakemyhead



"Whatdidmysisterwant?"Iask

"YoulikenewsXhanti"

"ShouldIcomeandpickyouup?"

"No,Laurenjusttextedmethatshehasthisspa

treatmentatMagaliesforLiyaandme"shesays

andInod

Webidgoodbye.

Iputmyphonedownandeveryonewasjustsilent

lookingatme.

"Speakorforeverholdyourpeace"IsaygivingAjay

hisnoodles

"WHIPPED!"Mysiblingsshoutwhilelaughing

"Bro,isthevaginathatGood?"LunathiasksandI

lookathim

"Rememberthenightofheropening?Thatwasthe



lasttimeitastedit"Isayandeveryone'seyespop

out

"Soyoumeantotellme,Youhadthatfineasswith

youthiswholetimebutyouhaven'ttappedit?Dam-

"

"Xhanti...Youmightwanttoseethis"Thandosays

cuttingLunathioffAndgivingmehisphone

Socialmediaplatform.There'sapost

*Whatdoyouguysthink?IstheeXhantilomziZana

andMinentleKhozadating?Idon'tknowaboutyou

guysbutthesepicturesareenoughtofeedmy

suspicion*

ThepostsayswithpicturesofmeandEntle

togetherinpublic.

Iclickonthecommentsectionandtherewerealot

ofcomments.Somemademelaugh,somesaidthey

thoughtIwasgay.

*Ithoughthewasgaybutfinallyshem*



*WhataboutSiya?*

*bothAresuccessfullandgrown*

*NotourhandsomeXhanti*

*WhyisMsKhozatakingeveryone'smen?*

IstoppedscrollingandIsighedgivingThandohis

phone.Beforehetookittherewasanincomingcall

fromthenameLiyaandhesnatchedhisphone.

{Minentle}

IleftZintleandhercrazyuptonogoodfornothing

boyfriendassoonasLaurencalledme.

WhenImettheminfrontoftheshopLiyawas

alreadythere.Mygirlswerelookingsexyinthis

weathernolies.

Whenweenteredthespatheatmospherechanged.

"Imissedyouguys"Isayhuggingthemagain



"Don't,Xhanti'sdickistoogoodforusnow"Liya

saysandLaurenlooksathershockedandLiya

nodstakingoffhisfurcoat

"It'sreallywarminside"Isaytakingoffmyboots

"Laurenwhatdoyouhaveplannedforus"Iaskwith

asmileandsheshowsherwhiteteeth

"Ladies,todayyou'llgeteverything.For1night"she

saysandIshakemyhead

"Xhantiwillkillme"IsayandLaurenhandsus

glassesofchampagne

"Letmecallmymanguys"Liyasaysgoingoutside

"Man?"MeandLaurenasks

{Liya}

Mymaniscallingguys.Ican'tanswerthecall

infrontofthosebusybodies.



"Sthandwa"Isayblushing

"Youalmostbustedme"hesaysandIsmile

"Idon'tknowwhyyoukeepingthisasecret"Isay

rollingmyeyes

"Whatever,whatareY'allupto,Iheardyouguysare

goingtoaspathing"hesaysandInod

"Yea,forawholenight"Isayandhelaughs

"Doesmybrotherknow?"Heasks,Ikeepquietand

hebustsintolaughter

"Goodluckforstayingatalodgefor1night"hesays

droppingthecallwhilelaughing

Whatishappening?

[50]

{Xhantilomzi}

Thandocamebackwithlaughter.Allofuslookedat



himbuthewouldn'tsharethejoke.

It'sgettinglateandEntleisstillnotback.Nooneis

answeringmycalls.

{Minentle}

Thisissofreakingamazing.Themassages,the

Jacuzzis,thewineandfoodgoodlord.Icouldstay

hereforever.

"Ithinkit'stimetocheckourphones"Laurensays

andwenod

Notificationscamefloodingthrough.Voicemails

andmissedcalls.AllfromXhantiandSiya.

"YoudidtellXhantiwhereyouarerigh?"Lauren

saysandInod



"Didyousayuntilwhen?"SheasksandIbendmy

headsidewaysandtheyburstintolaughter

Imindeepshit..

{Zintle}

JasonandIwerewatchingmovieswhenacall

camethrough,Icheckedanditwashismomsohe

tookhisphone.Heansweredit

"Okay,yea...I'llberightthere"hesaysafterawhile

"Babe"hesaysandInod

"It'sokay,Icandropyouoff"Isaytakingthecar

keys

IkissedhimgoodnightandIwenthome.Ihopehis

momisokay..



{Jason}

Iwatchherdriveoff.Thatwaswaytooeasy.I

calledJazlin.

"Yeaimatmyhouse,shedroppedmeoffjustnow"I

sayandshegiggles

"Sonaïve,I'llberightthere,iloveyou"shesays

"Iloveyoutoo"Isaycuttingthecall.

Whywouldmymothercallmeatthistimeofthe

night?IhadtosaveJazlin'snumberasmymoms

number,thiswayIcanspeaktoherwhenever.

Zintlereallyboresmenow.Shewantsustospend

timetogethereveryday.Nothat'ssuffocatingand

soisherstinkysmellyvaginal.JazlinandIalways

makefunofthat,nottomentionhernevershaved

vagina.Nogirlshouldbesolazydownthere.



{Xhantilomzi}

Entlecan'tjustswitchoffherphone.Icheckedher

trackerinherjelweryanditshowsshe'satthespa

thing.Itsayslodgespawhatwhat.Lodge?You

sleepatthosemos.

"Thando!"Ishoutandthewholehousegoes

quiet,eventhesleepingAjaywokeupwithhisbright

eyes

"Youknewdidn'tYou?"Isayandhelooksaround

"KodwathatwantsmyplacetosayXhanti"hesays

pickingupaglassofwhiskyanddrinksit

"Whyareyoudrinkingmystuff"PKaskstakingthe

glassaway

"Oeeps,lookslikeIgottogetoneforme...wouldYou

lookatthat,Idon'thaveaglass,canyoubelieveit?

Letmegogetmeone"hesaysrunningtothe

kitchenandIfollowhim

"Youdon'tgetitThandoJesus,Entlecan'tbeouton



herownfornow.Bankswillfindher"Isay

"Banks?"PKasksbehindme

"BanksisherebutIdon'tknowaboutit...doesdad

know?"HeasksandInodmyhead

"XhantiI'mso-"

"Saveit"isayleavinghiminthekitchen.

PKandiquicklydrivetothespashop.Hercaris

here.Everythingisstillinside.Icheckunderneath

forabombandIseenothing.

"Clear?"PkasksandInod

It'squiet.Wetookoutourguns,lowereditand

openedthedoor.Itwaslockedsowebrokeit.

Whenwegotinsidetherewasnooneatthefront.

Desklookedmessy.Wewentupstairs,the

separationlookedold,thoseChinesepaperstuff.



Therewerefiguresinallthesesatthefrontfacing

totheback,weheardscreamsandwehurriedto

theback.Therewerethreepeople,oneinthemiddle

wasEntlebecauseofherponytail,shewasbeing

chokedfromthefrontandbackbytheothertwo.

IsawredandIdrivedstraightthoughtthediveder

andtackledthemalldown.Morescreamserupted

andtheywereallfemale.

IquickystandupandIseeLiya,Entleandanother

whitefemaleonthegroundscreamingclosingtheir

eyes.

IquicklyranoutandIcameback

"Entle,areyouokay!?"Ishoutpickingherup.

IseeoutofthecornerofmyeyePKlookingatme

likeimcrazy,helookslikehe'sabouttoeruptinto

laughter.Itoofeellikelaughingbutthere'snoI'll



makeafooloutofmyself.

"OhmyGodXhanti!"Entlescreamshuggingme

"Whathappened?"Iask

"Someonecameflyingthroughthedividerand

threwusontheground,hegotawayjustbeforeyou

came"shesaysholdingontometightlyandIshush

her

"Pkgocheckoutthebuilding"isayandhefrowns

"Niggayou-"

"Okaylet'sbothgo,youguysstayhere"IsayandI

pullPKaway.

Whenwegotdownstairshegaveabigasslaughing

outloud

"Laughmydickoffmybody,brodidyoujustdo

that?"HesayscrouchingandIlaughtoo

"Thisneverhappened"Isayaswegobackup.



{Minentle}

WhenwegothomeXhantimademesomesugar

water.Ajaysleptinthemiddleofus.

BeforeIslept,anotificationcamethroughfroman

unknownnumber

*YoulookevenmorebeautifulthanbeforeMs

Khoza *

ThetextsaysandIdeleteitandswitchoffmy

phone.

[51]

{Xhantilomzi}

Forgetit.I'mgoingtothegravewiththisone.

ImaginetellingEntleItonightshewasbeingkilled



andIwastheonewhoruinedtheirnightbyjumping

throughadivider.

It'sMondayandbothofusaregettingreadyfor

work.

"Doesthismeanyoumovinginwithme?"Iask

pressingmyselfagainstherbehindandshegiggles

"Maybemaybenot"shesaysbrushingherteethand

Ikisshercheek

"Here'syourlunch"shesaysputtingitonthe

counterandInodfinishingmycoffee

Icheckmywatchandtimeisrunning

"BabeIgottogo"IsayandIgiveheraFrenchkiss

andIkissAjaygoodbyebeforeleaving

ThisishowIwanttostartmydayeveryday.Only

withher.



{Minentle}

IcheckmyphoneandIseeLiyapostedpicturesof

us.Lookingallkindsofsexyandbeautifulinthe

whiterobesandbikinis.

Iwasstillscrollingwhenatextfromanunknown

numbercamethroughagain

*goodmorningMsKhoza,Imissseeingyourperfect

smile,enjoyyourday*

Ilookatthetext.Whoisthis?

IwasabouttoleavewhenIsawthatXhantiforgot

hislunchbox.Thatguy.Itookitwithme,lookslike

I'mpayinghiscompanyavisit.



Idroppedmybabyoff.He'sreallygrowingnolies.

Hedoesn'tcryanymore.Hehashisfather'sbig

head.

Atworkeveryoneisalreadythere.LiyaandZintle

wenttogetuscoffeesoIwasalone.

Awhitewomanenteredtheshop.Shelookedclassy

nolies.Shelookedlikeshe'sinherearly30's.

Shelookedaround,touchedeveryfabricand

clothing.I'mbusywithpapersbutIcanseeher

standingstilllookinginmydirection.

"Wellthisisnowaytotreatacustomer"shesays

"Asaworkerhereyoushould'vecametome"she

saysandIsighstandingupgoingtoher

"Foradeskworkeryou'rewearingoverthetop"she

sayslookingupanddown

"Yourjelwery"shesaysshockedlookingatmy



necklaceandearings

"Howmuchforthem?"Shesaysscratchingthrough

herbag

"Theyarenotforsalema'am"Isayandshelooksat

me

"Don'tberidiculous,I'msureyoudon'tevenknow

theworthofthoseblackdiamonds"shesays

lookingatmeandichuckle

"Trustmema'amiknowtheworthofitandIsure

ashe'llyoucan'taffordthemneitherindollarsnor

inrands"Isayandsheturnsred

"Iwanttospeaktoyourboss"shesaysandIsigh

"Iamtheboss"Isayandshelaughs

"You?Aboss?Where'sthatbeautifulwhitelady

whomIsawexitingwithagenderconfused

imbecile?"SheasksandIliftmyeyebrow

"Theywenttogetmesomecoffeeandthatgender

confusedimbecileismyfriend"Isaytakingastep

towardsher



"WhereIcomefrom,yourpeople-"

"I'mafraidyougoingtohavetoleavemyshop,this

isMK'sforMinentleKhoza.Ifyouwanttoberacist

doitsomewhereelse."Isayopeningthedoor

"Anddon'teventhinkaboutcomingbackbecause

youarebannedfromenteringthisshop"Isayand

hernoseturnedred

Shestormedoutoftheshop.Goshdowestillhave

peoplelikeher?Wedon'tneedthat.

LiyaandLaurencamebackandItoldthemabout

theincident.

WhenlunchtimestruckIgotupandIdroveoffto

Xhanti'scompany.

Thesamegirlatthefront.Shesmiledwhenshe

sawme.



"Goodafternoonma'am,YoucanwaithereI'llcallMr

Zana"shesaysandInod

"Hesaysyoucancomethrough"shesaysandI

lookather

"Ohmybad...Lucas!"Sheshoutsandatallguy

turnedaround

"CanyoupleaseescortMsKhozatotheboss's

office?"Sheasksandhenods

Intheelevatornoonesaidaword.Icheckthebag

toseeifthelunchisstillokay.Aromafilledthe

glassbox

"Wow,Ihaven'tsmelledsomethingthatGoodin

years"hesayslookingatthebag

"Thankyou"Isay

"Youcanmakemoneyhere,Asyoucanseewedon't

haveacafeteria"hesaysandIlookathim

"Bossisselfishnolies,Ialsowanttoeatlikethis

everyday"hesaysandIchuckle



"Therewasonedaythatyoustoppedbringing

food,why?"Heasks

"You'rethesecondfemaletoenterhisoffice,second

inawhile...yearstobespecific"

Whyishesochattyandbusy?

Theelevatoropenedandweenteredthisbeautiful

office.Greyandwhiteeverywhere.

He'slookingthroughhisbigglasswindow,orisit

considerasawall?

"ThankyouLucasyoumayleave"hesayswithhis

backstillonusandLucasleaves

It'ssoquietIcanhearmyselfbreathing.



"Relaxmama"hesaysturningaroundandIdo

"I'mstarving,Idon'tknowwhyIforgotmylunch"he

sayssittingdownandIgivehimhislunch.

Heaskedmetositandeatwithhim

"Youquiet"hesaysandIsmile

"Wanttotalkaboutit?"HeasksandIlookathim,I

sigh

"IthitmethatIknownothingaboutyou"Isayand

hesighs

"IhadafeelingLucassaidsomething?"Hesays

andIjuststareathim

"Xhantiidon'thavetodrageverythingoutofYou,

mysonisgettingusedtoyoubutIknownothing

aboutyou.Youknoweverythingaboutme,doesn't

thatlookabitunfair?"Iaskandhesighs

"It'scalledthepastforareasonpleasedropit"he

saysstandingup



"Why?Whycan'tyoujustopenuptomeXhanti?

Youneedtoopenuptomesowecanhaveagood

relationshipandunderstand"Isayandheshakes

hishead

"Wegood,whyfixsomethingthat'snotbroken?"He

asksgettingfiredup

"WhatdoyouwantEntle?Money?Takemycard

andgospoilyourself"hesaysgivingmehisblack

card

"Iwantyoutoopenuptome,Isthatsohard?What's

theworstthatcanhappen?Iwon'tjudgeYou,what

areyousoafraidof!?"Ishout

"ENTLE!STOP!"Heshoutsandhegrabsmyarms

shakingmegivingmeafright

Helet'sgoofmeandItakeastepback.

"EntleI'mso-"IliftmyhandupcuttinghimoffAndi

sprinttotheelevator



Ipushthebuttonanditclosesbeforehereached

thedoor.

What'sgottenintohim?

Iranpastthefrontdeskwiththereceptionistcalling

meandXhanticallingtoo.

Heneedstogethisactright.I'mtoogrownforthis.

{Xhantilomzi}

WhatdidIjustdo?IcallLucas

"Sir?"

"You'refired"Isaypassinghimbumpinghis

shoulderintheprocess

"WhatdidIdo?"Heasksrunningafterme

"Whywouldyoudiscussmypastrelationshipswith



Entle?"Iaskandhelooksatmeweird

"Iworkedforyouformorethan5years,Ididn'tthink

it'saproblem,plusit'sgoodthatyou'removingon"

hesaysandInearlypunchedhim

"Leavethisbuildingnow"Isayleavinghimthere

IneedtospeakwithEntle.

[52]

{Jason}

AllIneedisaconversationwithEntleonthephone.

Sendingmessagesfromanunknownnumberwon't

work.

{Xhantilomzi}

Idecidedtogooutforadrink.Brunoiscloseso



nothingwillhappen.Ijustneedtoclearmyminda

bit.

Onedrinkturnedintoplenty.

"SirIthinkit'stimetoGo"hesayspullingmeupand

Iyankmyarmoutofhishands

"Nightisstillyoung!"IshoutasIwinkatafewgirls

acrossus

"SirIdon'tthinkma'amwouldlikethis"hesaysand

Ilaugh

"Shedoesn'tcareaboutusBruno,Ithinkit'stimeto

lookforsomeoneelse"Isayandagirlwithafatass

comestositonmylapandBrunoshakeshishead

Wewe'restilldrinkingwhenthisgirlwantedtokiss

me.Ipulledhercloser

"Kumnandiaphamos"avoicesaysandIpushthe

girl,hardenoughforhertolosebalanceandfalloff

thechair



Isoberupimmediately.Theresheis,doekonher

head,shortpjsandaslikgownwiththosebig

morningshoes,armscrossedandthelookonher

faceisreadytoskinmealive.

"Don'tstoponmyaccount,infactlet'salldrink"Entle

sayssittingdownandIstopher

"YeywenaXhantidon'tyoudaretouchme!"She

saysgivingmeafright

Shepointsatme

"Xhantilomzi..."shesayslaughingandinasplit

secondthesmiledisappeared

"Youbettergetthehelloutofthisclubrightnow

otherwiseyou'llknowmetonight"shesaysleaving

andBrunofollows

Idon'twantmoretroublesoIfollowedtoo.



SoBrunofetchedEntle?Judas.

ThewholedrivetoEntle'shomeshewaslaughing

indisbelief.Ididn'tcommentbecauseI'mtoo

scaredtoevenbreathe.

"BetterwashthatalcoholoutofyoursystemorI'll

hititoutofyoumyself"shesaysopeningthe

bathroomforme

"I'llbringyousomethingtowear"shesays

disappearingintothekitchen

Icheckthetimeandit's2am.Jesus.

Iseethere'sabathrobe.IwearitandhonestlyI

don'tseemyselfwalkingaroundlikethis.I'magiant.

"YoubettergetyourassoutthatbathroomXhantiI

wanttosleep"shesaysandIpullmyface



"Youbetternotbepullingaface"shesaysandI

lookaroundcheckingforcamerasandIhearher

laugh

WhenIgottothekitchenitsmelledgoodandwarm.

"Iheatedupsomehomemadebreadwithbutterfor

you,here'sleftoverbriyani.Waterjustboiledtoo.

Goodnight."ShesayspassingmeandIstopher

"Stayandeatwithme"Isaywithalowvoicelooking

downather

"WillyouopenuptoMe?"SheaskandIsigh..Iknew

it

ShewalksawayandIclenchmyjaws

"Okayfine....I'll...wecantalk"Isaywithaheavy

heartandshegivesafaintsmile

{MrsZana}



"Okit'sopen"Isaytothegirlandshesmiles

Xhantireallyhasabeautifulhouse.Ipaidalotof

moneyforthisgirl.Shebetterdoherjobcorrectly

otherwiseXhantiwilldoworsethanhedidwith

Mavis.

Weplaceherbagsinthemainbedroom.

Nowtoputmypartoftheplaninmotion.Thishas

towork.XhantimaynotlikemebutI'mhismother.

Whowouldn'tfeelsorryforamotherwho's

allegedlyabouttodieofcancer?

Hewouldn'thaveachoicebuttoforfillmysocalled

lastwishes.Goodbyemissperfectgoodieshoes

Entle.

{Ayanda}



Pregnancyisn'tforeveryone.Iwould'vefeltmuch

betterifthiswasSiya'schild.Iwasreadingthrough

therumorsofEntleandXhantiwhenmyphone

rang,itwasVuyoIanswered

"Whatdoyouwant"iaskannoyed

"YoubetterchangethattoneyouhaveorSiyawill

knowyourlittlesecret"hesaysandmyheartbeats

"Iwantyoutosleepoverforaweekend,Imissthat

vaginaofyours"hesaysandmyeyesgetwet

"Youcan'texpectthatfromMe,howwillItellSiya?"I

ask

"Thesamewayyoutellhimwhenyouvisithome

butsuckyourdadsdickinstead"hesays

"Yougot3days"

WhatamIgoingtodo?IknewtellingVuyowasa

badidea.

[Continuation]



{Xhantilomzi}

She'slookingatmewaitingtospeak.

"Remembertheguybanks?"Iaskandshenods

"He'swasmybrotherInlaw"Isayandhereyespop

out

"HissisterwasengagedtoMe,Ilovedherno

lies...wewerestillyoungandinlove...morelikeIwas

youngandinlove"Isaywithaheavysigh

"Shebetrayedmeforherfamily...Shechosefamily

overMe,us...didyouseemydadusingacane?

ThatwasallherdoingssoIhadtosendamessage

toherfamily"IsayandEntlelooksatme

GodIhopeyouhelpmetonight.



"Soi...Iarrangedtokidnapher"Isayclosingmy

eye's

"And-andIgotmentosexuallyabuseher"Isay

withabreakingvoice

"IcanstillhearhercriesEntle...notonlythatcan

youbelievethatshewaspregnantwithmybaby?"I

saylaughingwithtearsrunning

"Aftertheyweredone,ItookherfarfromhereandI

shotherdead"IsayandbynowEntlehasletgoof

myhands

{Minentle}

I'mspeechless.DoIjudgehimbasedonhispast?

Heinitiatedthewholething.Ineverhadaproblem

whenmyuncleandauntdidallthosekillingsin

Belgium.AmIbeingahypocriteNow?



Whatifhecankillmeinmysleep?

IstandupandIheadtothekitchentodrink

somethingcold.Thisistoomuch.

"Entlepleasetalktome"hesaysbehindmeandI

getafright

Icanseethehurtonhisface.

"Youscaredofmenow?"HeasksandIshakemy

head

"Letmeputyoutobed"Isayleadinghimtothe

sparebedroom

"Spare?"HeasksandInod

Iwenttosleepwithalockedbedroomdoor.Itook

Ajaywithme.

IheardafaintknockonmydoorandIhearditwas



Xhanti.Ikeptquiet.Hisfootstepsdisappeared,they

cameback.Isawhisshadowatthedoortheentire

time,IlookedatituntilIfellasleepagain.

___________________________

InThemorningIwokeupandIgotreadyforwork.

WhenIopenedmydoorXhantifellonhisbackinto

myroomandhegroaned

"Areyouokay?ohmyword...whatareyoudoingat

mydoor?"Iaskhelpinghimup

"Islepthere"hesaysandIfrown

"YoualightsleeperIknowyouheardmeknocksoI

figuredyoudidn'twanttoopensoImadeabed

informofyourdoor"hesaysrubbinghisneck

Nowifeelreallybad.

"Areyouworkingtoday?"Iaskandheshakeshis



head

"Ifeellikeshit"hesaysandInod

"OkayI'lljustdropAjayoffatthecrecheandI'llgo

towork"Isaytakingmymug

"Can'tAjaystaywithmefortheday?Imeanwecan

gooutandhavesomefunan-"

"Ajaycan'tkeeponskippingschool"Isayandhe

sighs

"EntleyouwantedmetoopenupandIdid...Now

Youavoidingme.Youjudgemebasedonmypast

butyoudon'tjudgeyourfamforallthevilethings

theydosotheycankeeptheirriches"hesays

standingupgoingtothebackyard.

IdecidedtoleaveAjayhomewithXhanti.

WhenIlockedtheshopafterworkBrunowas

waitingforme.



"Wouldyouliketogosomewherema'am?"Heasks

andIthinkforasecond

"Iwantbiltong,lotsofit"Isayandhenods

"Andawholepackoffranksausages"Isaysmiling

"Only1"hesaysandIlaugh

Imanagedtoget3atleast,butBrunoate2ofthem.

Heowesme.

Whenweenteredthehouseitwasdimmed.Xhanti

wasstandingtherelookinghandsomeandAjay

withabowtienexttothebeautifultabelthatwas

nicelysetwithfoodanddrinks.

"What'sthis?"Iaskputtingmybagaway

"Thisismywaytoapologiseformybehaviour"he

sayscomingtowardsme



"Idon'texpectyoutojustforgetwhatItoldYou,I

justdon'twantyoutocrucifymeformypast"he

saysleaninginandIsigh

"YeaandItooapologizeforactingoutthismorning

it'sjustwithwhathappenedtom-"heshushesme

andInod

_______________________

WhentheweekendcamemeandXhantiwenttohis

house.Heunlockedthedoorbutitwasopen

already.

Whenheopenedthedooragirlcamerunningdown.

ShesmiledwhenshesawXhanti

"Mntungwa"shesayshugginghimandhelookedat

mewithaconfusedlook.

[53]



{Minentle}

Whatthehellisthis?Xhantibenddowntoshake

heroffAndshefellhardonherbigass.

"Mybad"shesaysandIlookather

"Whoareyou"Iaskandshesmiles

"I'mXhantilomzi'swife"shesaysandIlookat

Xhanti

"Xhanti?"Isaywithawarningtone

"Don'tlookatmeIdon'tknowthisgirl"hesays

goingupstairswithmybagsleavingmewiththis

girl

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Iaskedwithfoldedarms

"Hismompaidlobolaformeandshetoldmeto

stayhere"shesays



Hismom?Ishould'veknown.Whatisherproblem

withme?

Wewerestillstandingwhenclothesgotthrownoff

thestairs.

"Thisismeandmywoman'sroom,don'tget

disrespectfulwithme"hesaysfromthetop.

SohismomevenmadehermoveintoXhanti's

bedroom?

"Entlecanyoupleasechangeourbedding"hesays

bringingdowncushionandbedding.

Hewenttothefireplaceandheburnedthesheets

andeverything.IdidasIwastoldandIchangedthe

bedding

"I'llcallthecleaningcompanytocomehere"he

sayslookingatthisgirl



"Why?Yourmomtoldmeyouhavemaidshere,I

haven'tseenanyofthemwhileIwashere"saysthe

girlcocky

"Tocleaneverygermyouleftineverycornerandon

everyglasswindow,Iletmypeoplegoonleave"

Xhantisays

"Isthatwhythekitchenlookslikethis?Becuaseyou

expectedmaidstocleanafteryou?"Isaythrowing

Ajaysthrowonthecouchsohecanlaydown

IlookatXhantiandhenodstakingouthisphone

andhedisappearsintohisstudy.

Idecidedtogocleanthekitchen.Ihateadirty

kitchenwithallmyheart

{Xhantilomzi}



Thisisabsurdwhywouldmymompaylobolafor

anotherwomanonmybehalf?IhaveEntlefor

cryingoutloud.

Idecidedtocallmymomtohearwhat'sgoingon.

Sheansweredontheforthring

"Hello"shegreetswithaslightcough

"Momwhat'sthis?"IaskandIknowsheknows

whatI'maskingabout

"Please...Xha-Xhanti...Iknowihavnetbeenthebest

momButpleasebarewithme"sheheavilysaysand

Ilookatmyphone

"What'swrong?"Iaskandshesniffs

"I-I'vebeendiagnosedwithbreastcancerafew

monthsago,Ihadtostartchemobutifididyour

dadwould'veknownandthiswould'vebrokehis

heart"shesaysandIfeelherpain



"WecanstillgofortreatmentMa-"

"It'stoolateXhanti"shesayswithabreakingvoice

andIsigh

"Whataboutthisgirl?Theoneyoupaidlobolafor"I

say

"ShecomesfromagoodfamilyintheEasternCape,

mydyingwishisforhertobecomeyourwife,she

hastolivetheresoyouguyscanfallforone

anotherpleaseXhanti"shesaysandIlaugh

"MaIhaveEntle,andshewon'tlikethis"Ihonestly

say

"EntlecanbeyourfirstwifeandAsemahleyour

second...pleasedoitformeXhanti"shebegsandI

closemyeyes

"Itwon'tworkMa,butshecanstayhereandshehas

tostayoutofEntle'sway"Isay

"That'sallIwantmyson,thankyousomuch,at

leasticandiewithahappyheart"shesays

"Don'tsaythat,we'llgetthroughthistogetherMa"



Wetalkedforawhileandheendedthecallsaying

sheneedstorest.HowdidImissthis?Mymom

beingsick?Howcanshekeepthisfromthefamily?

HowwillItellEntleaboutthisAsestayinginour

house?Thisismessedup.Ifeelliketheeldest

brother.

{Minentle}

Thisgirlwassittingintheloungewatchingreality

showsandIwasbusypickinguphershoes.

Xhanticamedownlookingdistraught.

"So?"Iaskandhegoestothegirlandgrabsherby

herarmtakinghertohisstudy.



Iwaitedoutsidethedoor.Afterawhileshecame

outcryinggoingupstairs.

"And?"Iaskedhim

"Ikickedherout"hesaysembracingme

"Whywouldyourmompaylobolaforher?Iaskand

heclenchedhisyaw

"There'ssomethingwrongwithher,Iapologizefor

thisbabe"hesaysandInod

{Xhantilomzi}

IhatethefactthatIliedtoEntle.Ihopeshe'll

understandwhenItellherthetruth..

[54]

{Xhantilomzi}

Thisgirlisstressingthehelloutofmenolies.It's



beenaweekofherlivinghereandIfeellikeaslave

inmyownhouse.

"AseIcan'tkeeponcallingthecleaningcompanyto

cleanmyhouse,whyareyouhereifyoudon'tdo

yoursocalleddutieswivesaresuposetodo?"Iask

herandshelaughs

"I'mnotgoingtodothemuntilwearelegallywife

andhusband,andyoucan'tdoanythingaboutit

otherwiseI'lltellyourpreciousMsKhozathatI've

beenstayinghereandyoudidn'tchasemeawayat

all"Shesaysstandingupandwalkinginmy

directionshakingherwaistleftandright.

Shetouchesmychestwhilelookingatme

"AndI'msureyoudon'twantherfindingoutabout

ushuh"shesoflysaysstandingonhertoesinches

awayfrommylipssinceimlookingdownonher.

{Minentle}



Thisweekhasbeenhectic,Ihadthiscrazyrichlady

comingoutofnowherewantingustodesign10

bridesmaidsdresses.TheonlytimeIseehimis

duringlunchatworkandhechecksuponmeevery

nightfordinner.

IdecidedtocallXhantiImisshim

"Hi..babe"hesaysafterawhile

"Iseverythingokay?"Iaskandhe'squiet

"Xhanti?"Isay

"I'mher-"thelinegetscutbeforehecouldfinish

Iwantedtoaskhimificansleepover.WhymustI

ask?I'mhisgirlafterallmos.

Siyadoesn'tevenfetchAjayanymore.Hesendsa

driver.Ithinkit'sforthebestthatwedon'tseeeach

otherthatmucheither.JustlikelastweekendAjay



issleepingatMa'shouse.

Idecidedtowearsomethinglight.Greyleggings

andamatchinglongsleevedcropshirt.Hairstill

lookedgood,withmygreyandwhiteNikeair.

Hadtosnapthelook.

IdroveofftoXhanti'shouseslowly.AsIdroveinto

thedrivethroughIseealotofcarsincludingataxi

parked.Peopledrinkingandtakingphotos.

What'sgoingonhere?Whydon'tiknowofthis?

WhenIarrivedinsideitwaspacked.Wheredidall

thesepeoplecomefrom?Ispotthesiblingsinthe

corner.Theyseemeandtheyalllookatmewitha

shockedfaces.Theyallrushtome

"Ey,where'sXhanti?"Iask



"Comewithushe'snothere"theysaypullingme

andIpullback

"Ishehere?"Iaskandtheyallgoquiet

Myeye'sdartupstairsandsodoesThando's.He

slipsawayfirstrunningupstairs.Idon'tgivehim

timeandIrunafterhim.Myheartisracing.Igrab

Thandobyhisankleandhefallsflat.

IstandupandIruntowardsthemainbedroom.It's

locked.Mymindstartedmakingupcrazyscenarios.

IgotholdofthisironbaseballbatandIstarted

slammingitagainstthedoor.Itleftbumpsinthe

door.

"Whatthehel-"Xhantishoutsopeningthedoorand

hegetsabigfrightwhenhesawme.

"Bab-"hesayscomingoutside

"Don'tbabemeXhantilomziwhoyouwithandwhy

thedoorlocked?"Iaskpointingthebaseballbatat

himandheliftshishands



"Rela-"

"Don'ttellmetorelax"IsayfummingandIturn

aroundMakingasifI'mwalkingaway

HelethisguarddownandIpushedhimhard

againstthewallrunningintohisbedroom.

"LordgivemepatienceIbegyoubecauseifyou

givemestrenghtImightkillabitch!"Ishoutandthe

girlturnsaroundandIseeit'sthatlobolagirl

"XHANTILOMZI!"Ishoutandherunsintothe

bedroom

"Sothistrashcanisthereasonwhydistant?"Iask

pointingitathim

"Didyoujustcallmeatrashcan?"Shesayswitha

highpitchedvoice

"Ewetrashcanbitch,nottrashcannot.There'sroom

forimprovement"Isaygoingclosertoher



"Youdon'tknowmeI'llbeatyouup"shesays

pointingherlongfakenailsatmeandilaughasI

goclosertoher

"Youcannever...Imeanneverbeatmeupevenif

youwantedto,andyounotworthmytime"I

honestlysay

IlookatXhantiandmybloodboilsfromthestart.

Bynowhissiblingsareallstandingatthedoor.

Thisgirlistooclose

"Movebackortherewillbeavanhere"Isaytoher

andshelaughs

"Makememove"shesayslookingintomyfaceand

Ijustslightlypushhertothesideandshepullsme

withhermakinghernailssinkintomyskinandmy

fistgoesstraightforherface.

Shewasstillholdingherface



"Youwantedtofight?"Iaskbendingtoherlevel

"Entl-"XhantisaysandIlookathimandhekeeps

quiet

WhenIturnedtolookatthisgirlagainshecoward

meonmyjawandIgaveherabigbackhandfist.A

rightagainstherheadandshefellonthefloor

"BitchIdareyoutogotothecops...Idareyou...and

You?"IsaypointingtowardsXhanti

"I'mdone"IsayandIrushouttakingtheiron

baseballbatwithme

"EVERYONEOUT!"Ishoutandtheydon'tpay

attention

IgotothespeakerandIswaythebatuntilit'sinto

pieces

"Good,Isaidoutorthenextthingbeingshattered

willbesomeone'shead"Isternlysayandeveryone



leaves

Xhantiandhissiblingscamedown.

"Entlestop,letmeexplain"hesaysandIswaythe

batathim

"Don'tyoudarecomecloserorI'llhityou"Isayand

heliftshishandsup

Ismashedhistvandglasstable

"Haveanicelifemanhoe"Isaythrowingthe

baseballbatagainsthisbigglasswindowandit

leavesacrack.

Iwasn'tabouttoshowhimmyvulnerableside.I

parkedmycarinthegarageandIcriedmylungs

out.Whywouldhedothistome?Wasitbecause

wehaven'thadsexinalongtime?

[Continuation]



{Xhantilomzi}

Thisismessedup.

"ItoldYou"saysPKfirstAndLunathiburstinto

laughter

I'mbusygettingdressed,Ineedtoexplainthis

wholethingwithEntle.

"Ifyouthinkingaboutgoingtoherrightnow,don't"

PKsaysstandingatthedoorandIsigh

"Ishouldn'thaveliedtoEntle"Isayandhenods

Afteramomentofsilencehelaughs

"Damnshe'sfierce"hesaysoutoftheblueandI

lookathim

"Ilikeher"hesayslaughing

"SodoI"Lunathisaysjoiningus



"Idon't"Thandosayscominginwithanicepackon

hischestandLunathilaughs

"YoujustmadbecauseEntleshowedyouflames"

hesaysandI'mconfused

TheyelaboratedwhatwentdownandI'minstitches.

"Waittilldadhearsthis"Lunathisaysandtherest

nods

"Howwillyourepairyourwindow?Andtherestof

yourstuff?"ThandoasksandIlookathim

"Withmymoneyofcause,jerrshe'scrazy"Isay

smiling

"Andthen?Whenwillyoutakemetothehospital?"

Asecomesinpointingatherbustedface

Entlecanthrowameanpunchnolies.

"Hospitalforwho?Thisisyourfault,Ipulledyou

upstairswantingtoknowwhat'shappeninginmy



housethenyoulockedthedoorforsomereason"I

saystandingup

"Ididn'tthinkshe'd...Shehasthatmuchpower"she

saysandLunathilaughs

"That'smysisterinlawforyou"hesayslaughingat

her

"Whydidn'tyoudefendmeXhanti"shesaysandI

getangry

"Hey!I'mnotyours,Ishould'vekickedyououta

longtimeago.Entlekhowmuchdidmymotherpay

you?Howdoes2Millionsound?"Isaytakingout

mycheckbookandhereyesbeam.

Ishould'veknown.She'sonlyafterthemoney.

Igaveittoherwithafakesignature.Shesmiled

andranouttheroom.Guessshe'spacking,she

won'tgetfar.I'llmakesureofit.



"Ase?Wheredoyouwanttogo?Icanbookaflight

foryou"Isayandshethinks

"Dubai"shesayssmilingandIlaughnoddingmy

head

Imadeacall

"Airport,youngxhosalady,I'llsendyouapicture.I

wantacleanjob"IsayandIdropthecallsending

Ase'spicturetotheguy.

Mymomhastoforgivemekodwaican'tloseEntle

becauseofthisgirl.

Ilookthroughhernewpicturessheuploadedonher

Instagramandshelookedhot.Whydidn'tIseethat?

{Minentle}



IlookedforMrZana'scontactnumbersAndicalled

him.Hepickeduponthethirdring

"MsKhoza"hesaysandIsmile

"MrZana"Igreetback

"No,callmeBaba"hesaysandIalmostlaugh

"I'mnotyourbrideMrZana"Isaychuckling

"Notyet"hesayslaughing

"MrZana,isMsZanathere?"IaskandIhear

shuffling

"Yea,shejustcamebackfromthesalon,Ithink

she'sgoingtodoheryogalikeeverydaynow"he

saysandIfrown

"She'snotinbed?Soshe'sokayandhealthy?"Iask

"Whywouldshebe,youknowlastnightinbedshe

didthisflex-"

"AhahahnobyeMrZana"IsayandIhearhim



laughbeforeIcutthecall

Mypoorears.Sothiswasallthatwoman'splan?

AndstupidXhantifellforit.

Hemustlivewithhischoice,it'snotmyplacetotell

him.

{Liya}

"Uthini?Myfrienddidwhat?"Iasklaughing

"I'mtellingyoubabe,Shegavemethisbruise"he

sayspattinghischestandIlaughmore

"KodwababeItoldyoushe'scrazyandyousaid

shecouldneverbe,shelookssoftntonnton"Isay

andhelooksatme

"IfyoudowhatyourbrotherdidI'llkillyou"Isay



kissinghimandhekissesmeback

"Never,youknowIloveyou"hesaysandmycheeks

heatup

IneedtofindoutonEntle'ssidewhathappened.

Sheshould'vecalledmesothatwecould'veshown

thatgirlwhatspopping.

____________________________

{Asemahle}ONCEOFF

ImjustgladIgottogetawaysooner.I'mgoingto

enjoymyselfwiththismoney.

MybagsgotscannedthroughandIwasbusy

takingpictureswhenmyphonegottaken.

"Ma'amyouhavetherighttoremainsilent,anything



yousayordowillbechargedagainstyouincourt"

theofficersayscuffingme

"Waitwhat'sgoingon?"Iaskpanicking

"Isthatyourbagma'am?"Heaskspointingatthe

LVbagsandInod

Hegoestomybagsandheopensthem.Everybag

wasfilledwithwhitebricks.Myeyespopout

"Thosearenotmine"Isayshakingmyhead

"That'swhattheyallsay"theysayescortingmeout

theairportwithpeopletakingvideo's

"Iwasframed"Isayastheyputmeinajailsell

"Framedwhileyourfingerprintsarealloverthe

coke?"OneofficersayandIgasp

Whatjusthappened?



Ndiyadlalapeople

Itoolovedrama

Goodnight

[55]

{Minentle}

IlookatmyphoneandIseeXhantiiscallingagain.

IlookatitandIletmyphonerang

"Youreallydon'twanttoanswer?"LiyaasksandI

shakemyhead

"Liyahelied,hetoldmehekickedherout.I'mdone

withthatmama'sboy"Isaystuffingmyfacewith

fries

"Soyounotgoingtotellhimhismotherlied?"He

asksandIlookathim

"It'snotmyplace,canwenottalkabouthim?"Iask



andhenods

"Whatanicesurprise"avoicesaysandIseeit's

Jasonjoiningus

"Who'sthis?"Liyaaskswithagrim

"MeetZintle'sfakeboyfriend"IsayandLiyalooksat

Jason

"Youjudgingme?Younotevenarealman"Jason

saysandIraiseaneyebrow

"Ohtrustmeboy,I'mmoreofamanthanyou'llever

beandmoreofawomanthatyou'lleverget"Liya

saysandIsmile

Liyaleftafterwardsclaiminghemisseshisman.He

reallyleftmewiththispsycho.Noonesaidaword

soItookmybagandIstoodupreadytoleave.

"Entleplease"hesaysandIsighsittingdown

"Wehavenothingtosaytoeachother"Isay



"ComeonEntle,don'tbelikethis,don'tyoumissme?

Don'tyoumissmytouch?"Heaskstouchingmy

handandIslaphim

Helooksatmewithadeadlylook.Hestandsup

andhetipsthetableoverandhegrabsmyarm

"Touchheragainandyourbrainswillbealloverthe

floor"someonesaysbehindhim

It'sBruno.Jasonlet'sgoofmyarmstilllooking

pissed.IlookathimforalongtimeandIquickly

kickhiminthenuts

"Psycho"isayleavinghimgroaningontheground

Iwasstillsittinginmycarwhenaknockonthe

windowdisturbedme.ItwasBrunosoIsteppedout

"ThankyouBrunobutthatwasn'tnecessary"Isay

andhenods

"Iknowbutiwasjustdoingmyjob"hesaysandI



rollmyeyes

"Justdon'ttellyourbossaboutthis"Isaygetting

backintomycarandIdroveoff.

{Siya}

I'mbusyplayingwithAjaywhenmymombrought

ussomesandwiches.

Afteralongsilentmomentmymomclearedher

throatandIlookather

"Whatishappeningtoyoumyson?"sheasks

lookingatmeandibowmyheadwhileshrugging

"Youlostyourway,yourtouch...IloveEntle,Isaw

purityinher...whywouldyouletsuchaprecious

thingslipthroughyourfingers?"Shesincerelyasks

"MaIdon'tknowhowI'llgetherback,thekidAyais

carryingisnotmine"Iconfessandmymomjumps



upandstartsinging

"There'sstillachancethen,andI'llhelpyou"she

saysandIsmile

{Zintle}

Iwasbusywatchingt.v,myperiodsaremakingme

lazy.Whentherewasaknockonthedoor.I

attendeditanditwasJason

"HibabeIwasn-"hegoesstraightinwithouteven

greeting

IclosedthedoorandIwentbacktothecouch.

"Iseverythingokay?"Iaskhim

"Comehere"hesayswithadeepvoiceandIobey

him

Helooksatmeforthelongestoftimesandhe



grabesmyhairtightlyandkissesme.Thekiss

wasn'tnice,hebitmeandhewasaggressively

hungryforthekiss.

Itriedpushinghimawaybutheheldme.Hefinally

brokethekissandhelookedatmestillgrabbingmy

hair

"Youlovemeright?"HesayswithredeyesandI

nod

Heroughlyturnedmearoundandbentmeforward.

"I'monmyperiodsbabe"Isaybuthedoesn'tletgo,

insteadhepullsdownmypants

"Iftheriverisbloodytakethemuddypath"hesays

andIlookathimconfusedandIfelthisdickonmy

anus.Ijumped

"Idon'tlikethatbabe"Isayandheshushme

Itriedpushinghimawaybutheheldmyarms.I



triedwigglingmyselfawayasIfelthimpenetrating

myass.

"Yousaidyoulovemeright?"Hesaysandnodwith

tearsinmyeyes

Hestoodupstraightandhestartedgoinginandout

ofmyasswhilecussing.Afterawhilehepickedup

hispacewithlongfaststrokes.Hestartedchoking

mefrombehindandIstruggledtobreatheso

tappedhisshoulder.Insteadoflettinggohepulled

memorealmostbreakingmyback.

ItwassopainfulIcouldjustbitemytongue.He

thenremovedhisdickfrommyassandsomething

wetcameincontactwithmyasshole.Ilooked

behindmeandIsawthatitwashistongue.

Hepushedmedownandheseparatedmyass

cheeksdevouringmypucker.Itfeltreallygoodno

lie.IevenforgotaboutthepainIfeltatfirst.



Helickedmypuckerforafewmoreminutesmaking

melosemymind.Hethenslowlypushedhisfinger

intomyassandhestartedeatingmyvagina.His

tonguewasreplacedbyhisdick,heworkedboth

myassandvaginauntilwebothreachedourclimax.

Jasonworkedmeprettydamngood.Wedidn'teven

makeitformybed,wepassedoutoncouch.

Amanwhomakeslovetohiswomanlikethis

surelymustloveher.

[56]

{MrsZana}

Ican'tbelievethatstupidgirllandedherselfinjail.

Sheshouldn'thavetakenthemoney,myplanwas

bulletproof.



Ijustwantthatgirltostayawayfrommyson.I

knowwhat'sbestforhim.

{Minentle}

MeandLiyaaregrowingcloserbytheday.Hecan

beanuisancebutthat'swhoLiyais.

Wewerebusysittingbythepoolareaenjoyinga

fewsnackswhilewaitingwaitingforLauren.

"HowseriousareyouandThando?"IaskandLiya

looksatme

"Idon'tknowfriend,butIreallylikeThandoandI

thinkIlovehimtoo"hesaysandIchokeonmy

drink

"Iguessyouaskingwhat'sdifferentabouthim,well

hebringsoutthebestinmeandIcanbemyself



aroundhim,IcanbecrazyallIwant"hesaysandI

smile

"I'mhappyforyoufriend,Ireallyam"Isayandhe

smileswhilenodding

ThegatebuzzedandIsawthatit'sLaurenscar.

Shegotoutofhercarandwalkedtowardsusina

funnymanner.It'sreallyhotAndshe'swearinga

poloneckandjeans.Sincewhendoesshehavea

Frenchcut?

"SorryI'mlateguys,whydon'twesitinside,it'shot"

shesaysandIlookather

"Changeandcomejoinus,youlooklikea...whatis

thatwordEntle?Thatwordafrikaanspeopleusefor

amiserablenun?"Liyasayswhileclickinghis

fingersandIchuckle

"Kloosterkoek"IsayandLiyalaughswhilenodding



"What'sshesaid"hesaysandLaurenjustsmiles

"Idon'twanttogettanned"shesaysfoldingher

armslookingdown

Armfolding...she'sshieldingherself,blockingout

people.JesusletmenotberightaboutwhatI'm

thinkingrightnow.

Herbreathingisshallowtoo..

"Lauren?"Iaskandshelooksatme

"Howlonghavewebeenfriends?"Iaskandshe

looksaround

"Foralongtime"shesaysandInodmyhead

"Whendiditstart?"Iaskandshefoldsonehand

aroundherbody

"YesI'mtalkingaboutthat"Isayandshesighs

"It'snothingmajorEntle,andstopusingyour



psychologybrainonme"shesaysgoinginsidethe

house

"Whereishe?"Iaskfollowingher

"AthomeIguess"shesaysandInodmyhead

Iwenttobuyabaseballbatformymission.

"Plastic?"TheladyatthetillasksandIshakemy

headsnatchingthetaggoff

Thesepeoplearelivinglarge,whatdidIexpectfrom

achef?

Iparkedmycarjustalittleoutsidethegate.Itook

rubberglovesjustincase.

Quietneighbourhood..

Thesoundmytighhighheeledbootsaremakingon



thegroundasI'mwalkingdownthedrivethrough.

There'saminiCooperparkedjustoutsidethe

garage.Visitor?

ThedoorisunlockedsoIenter.Thislooks

fancy,rosepetals,wine,strawberries.

IgoupstairsandIhearmoanscomingfromtheleft

side.Ijogtowherethenoiseiscomingfrom,Istood

infrontofthedoorlisteningtothesoundsonthe

inside.

IdidacountdownandIbustedthedooropenwith

myfoot.

"Don'tpatronizemeLauren"herhusbandsaysstill

fuckingthewoman

Isthisguyforreal?



Istartedbeatinghimupwiththebatandhe

groaned.Ididn'tgivehimachancetotakethebat

{Xhantilomzi}

"I'mbored,where'smywoman?"IaskBrunowhile

makingmyselfsomecoffee

"Itshowsthatshe'satherfriendshouse,butthe

friendisatEntle'shouse"hesaysandInod

"Thehusbandhasbeencheatinglegallyand

abusingthefriend"hesaysandIlookathim

"Soyoudidn'tthinkit'sbestifyoufollowmywoman?

YerryerreryerestBruno"Isaypassinghim

Entle'scarwasparkedoutsidethegate.This

woman.



Whenweenteredthedrivethroughwesawa

womanrunningoutnakedintoaminicooperand

Entlefollowingher,breakingherwindshieldwitha

bat.

"Areyoucrazy?"Themanshouts

"I'llshowyoucrazyyoupieceofshit"shesays

walkingtohisgarageandopeningthedoor

Thisguyhastasteinmachinesnolies.AllIsaw

wasEntlebreakingall4ofhiscars,includinghis

mustang.

IsawthatwhiteturnredwhilelookingatEntle

"Ialmostforgotsomething"shesaystakingouta

pocketknifefromherbootandshestartedslashing

histires.

Continuationwillfollowlateron

[Continuation]



{Minentle}

IsawthatMichealisabouttomurdermebutI

stoodmyground.

"What?"Iaskhimandhestartswalkingtowardsme

"Idareyou"afamiliarvoicesays,whatishedoing

here?

"MrZana?Whatareyoudoingonmyproperty?"He

asksandXhantichuckles

"Youknowthisisn'tyourpropertyboy,don'ttellme

youwereabouttolayyourhandsonmylady"

Xhantisayscomingtoward

"Ididn'tevenknowshe'syourlady"hesays

steppingback

Xhanticametowardsmeandhekissedmy

foreheadwhilesqueezingmywasteandIflinch.

"Letsgo"XhantisaysandIfrown



"Go?Didyouseewhathedidtomybestfriend?No-

"

"Isaidlet'sgo"hesternlycutsmeoffAndilookat

him

"Don'tmakemerepeatmyself"hesaysandlookat

Michealbeforewalkingaway

IslammedtheminiCooperagainandthegirlgota

fright

"I'llsendyoutojail!"Sheshouts

"Mydadwillmakeithappen!"Sheshoutsagainand

Igiveheramiddlefinger

"I'llbewaiting!"Ishoutbackwalkingoutthegate

IgotintomycarandIdroveofftomyhouse.

{Xhantilomzi}



"Areyousureyouwanttoreporther?"Iaskthelady

andshenods

"What'syourname?"Iaskandshelooksatmewith

hergreeneyes

"Michele"shesaysandInod

"Goodluck"isayanduheadtomycarfollowing

Entle.

She'sdrivingprettyfast.

Sheparkedhercarandshewentinsideherhouse.I

followedherbutthedoorwaslocked.

Idecidedtogohome,whenIgottheremydad'scar

wastheretoo.

ItoldhimaboutthewholeordealwithEntlebutI

keptthepartaboutmomhavingcanceroutofit.



"Younotgettinganyyounger,youandPK.Whynot

justaskthisgirltomarryyou"hesaysafterawhile

andIlookathim

{Nande}

Pregnancytestnumber4.Godpleaseletmebe

pregnantforLiyema.Ididnttellhimtheaccident

costmemywomb.

IlookatthestickandIsigh

"Negative"Isayandhelooksatme

"You'reuseless"hesaysstandingup

"IfyouwanttobelikeEntle,givemeaCHILD!"He

shoutsleaving

WhereandhowamIgoingtogetachild?



{Zintle}

I'mstillsoreandbleeding.Ihaven'tseenJason

sincethewholething.Ihopehe'sokay.Letmesend

himsomemoneyjustincase.

{Jason}

MyphonepingedandIsawZintledepositedmoney

intomyaccountandIsmiled.Iwonderhowmuch

I'dgetifimanagetolethermarrymeincommunity

ofpropertyanddivorceher6monthslate.

AllthemoneyI'dhave.Entleisatoughcookieto

cracknow.Ineedtogoringshopping.

{MrsZana}



Iwasbusydrinkingaglassofwinewhenacall

camethrough

"Hello"Ianswer

"MrsZanapleasedon'tdropthecall"avoicesays

andIlookattheph9ne

"WhatdoyouwantAse"Isayandshesniffs

"ForyoutobailmeoutorI'lltellyourson"shesays

andmybodygoescold

"Areyouthreateningme?"Iaskandshekeepsquiet

"OkayI'llhelpyou"IsayandIcutthecall

I'llbecrazytobailyououtlittlegirl...

{Minentle}

"Entleareyounuts?He'sthefatherofmykids,you

can'tdothat"Laurensayspushingme

"PushmeagainandI'llsmackthatstupidityout



yoursystemwithoneslap"Isayandshekeeps

quiet

"Idon'texpectyoutounderstand,Imanagedto

marrymybabydaddybutyoubusyopeningyour

legsforthisricgguy"shesaysandIlookather

noddingmyheadasIgotomyroom

"Getoutmyhouse"Isay,audibleforhertohear

"EntleIdidn'tmeanitlikethat"shesaysfollowing

me

"Saveit"Isayclosingmydoor

Ungrateful.

________________________________

TodayIwentshoppingalittle,thisweekwas

stressfulandfullofwork.Iwasbusydrinkingthe

lastbitofmyslushpuppywhenablackFerrari

stoppednexttome,Xhanti...myheartskipabeat



"Getin"hesaysandIrollmyeyeswalking

"PleaseEntle"hesaysbuyIblockhimout

Hestoppedinfrontofme

"Isaidgetin"Idelayedforafewminutesbefore

gettingin

Ihadtocontainmystraightface.

"Whatdoyouwant"iaskNdhesmiles

"Feisty,Iwantyou,onlyyou"hesaysandIlookat

him

"Whataboutyourmom?Shedon'tlikeme"Isayand

hesighs

"She'lljusthavetolivewiththefactthatIwantyou"

hesayswhilelookingatme

"So..nomoretakingordersfromyourmom?

Mommiesboy?"Iask



"Ordersfromwho?I'myourboy"hesayswhile

smilingandidotoo

"Didyouseethat?"Isaylookingdowninthecarand

helookstoo

"Lookwhere?"Heasks

"Yourballsrollingpastus"Isayandhelooksatme

beforelaughingthislaughIneverheardbefore.

"Youreallyfunnybabe"hesaysandhedrivesoff.

[57

{Minentle}

"Ajaystopdoingthat"Isayyankinghishandoffthe

materialandhecries

"Youdon'thavetobesohardonhim"Xhantisays

pickinghimup

"Xhantubabypleasejustkeephimbusy?Ireally

needtofinishthis"Isayandhenods



{Xhantilomzi}

Entlecanbecrankywhenshe'sundepressurebut

shealwaysgetherworkdonesoIdon'tknow

what'sthefuss.

Idecidedtomakesomelunchforuswhenthegate

gotbuzzed.IcheckthecameraandIseeit'sthe

policeandIchuckle.

IbuzzedtheminandIsee4vanscomingin.What's

themanyvansfor?

IwaitedatthedoorforthemwithAjayinmyarms.

"MrZana,therewasacaseopenedaboutalady

namedMinentleKhoza,apparentlyshe'sarmedand

dangerous"alieutenantsay

"Ok,Isayandtheyentermyhouse"they



approachedEntlewithonehandafewcentimetres

awayfromtheirguns.

"Ifyoudaredothatwe'regoingtohaveaproblem"I

saystandingbehindthem

"Sirifyoumay,here'sproofofwhatthatwomandid

tothisgirl"hesaysandsomeonehandsmeafile

It'sfilledwithpicturesofthatgirlwithbruises,many

ofthem,includingthethecarthatwasbroken.

OkayIsawthecarandEntleonlybustedher

windshield.Thesepeoplearecrazy.IhandEntlethe

fileandshelooksthroughit,hereyespopoutand

shethrowsthefileacrosstheroom.

"Thisispurebullshit!Ididn'tlaymyhandsonthat

girl"shesaysindisbelieve,sherunstoherroom

andshecomesbackwithabat

"Here'sthebatIhitthatabuserwith,testitand

you'llonlyfindhisDNAonit,thatgirlistryingto



framemeandhertinyasscar?Ionlybrokethe

windshield"shesaysandtheyalllookateachother.

Onecomesforwardandplacesthebatintoam

evidencebag.

"Thisdoesn'tmeananything,theyoungladalsolaid

acharge,andhedoesn'twantmoney,you'regoing

tojail...cuffher"hedemandsandtwocomes

forwardtocuffEntle

AjaystartscryingandIshushhim.

"Rememberthisdaylieutenant"Isayandhelooks

atme

"Daddyisgoingtomakeacall"ItellAjaywhile

givingAjayhisbottleandhenods

"LieutenantByronBrown"IIsayanddropthecall.

{Zintle}



I'mchillingwithJasonandhewasrubbinghisfeet

thewholetimethroughhissocks

"Somethingwrongwiththefeet?"IaskandInods

"Ithinkmyfeetaregivinginafteralltheseyears,the

onlytimeIdroveacarwaswhereIworked"hesays

laughing

"IsowishicangetpromotedsoIcanbuymeacar

babe...Itoowanttopostandshowmygirlinmy

car"hesaysandIblush

ThenightwhilehewassleepingIboughthimacar

andItoldthepeopletodeliveritathisworkplace.

Mymombetternotseethis,I'llhavetofindanother

waytopayformyrentandcollegebooks.The

sacrificewasworthit.Mybabywillendureless

labour.

{Minentle}



I'msittinginajailsellwithtwoothergirls.

"WhenamIgettingoutofhere?Whynotarrestthe

man?He'sanabuser"Isaytotheofficerandhe

looksatme

"Hewasinjail,hiswifebailedhimout"Heflatout

sayandItfeelsasificanlosemymind

"Ineedtocallmylawyer"Isay

"Hereyoudon'tneedone"hesayswithabored

toneandIjustlookathim

{Liya}

"Haveyoulostyourmind??!"IaskLauren

"Haveyoucomeheretojudgemeorbeafriend"

shesaysclosingherdoorandIpushitopen

"Youungratefulpieceofweakling,Entlehasbeen

nothingbutgoodtoyou.ShetriedtohelpyouLau-"

"IDON'TNEED-,Idon'tneedyourhelp,Idon'tneed

anyone'shelp"shesays



"Lauren?Whathappeneddontyouseewhatthis

manisdoingtoyou?Thinkaboutyourkids"Iask

withabrokenvoiceleavingherhouse.

{Xhantilomzi}

"Itwasn'tmyplans,Iwasonlyfollowingorders"the

lieutenantsaysandIwalkcloser

"It'seitheryougivemeanameor?"Isayshowing

himascreenandhissonappears.Helooksatthe

screenwithbigeyes

"Banks,theycallhimbanks...pleasedon'thurtson

hepleads

"Motive?"Iask

"Hesaidsomethingaboutwantingtoseeifyouand

theladyarestilltogetherordoyoustillcare,and

youfellforthetrap"hesaysandIpunchhim

"Iseethisisagametoyou"Isayrollingmysleeves

goingtothebutchertableandItakeamachete



"Ilikeplayinggames,howlongcanyoustayalive

whileIcutoffyourhead?Soundslikeafungame

right?"Isaysmilingandhelooksatmeshocked

"I'llfindyoursonanotherfamily,hedeservesit"I

saywiththeknifealreadyonhisthroatandIstart

cutting,bloodoozingoutshoweringme.

Himchockingonhisownbloodsoundedlikemusic

tomyears.Hepoopedandpissedalloverhimself,

removinghisfattyneckfeltnice.

TheybroughtmeaboxandIplacedtheheadinthe

boxwithanote

*Don'tplaygameswithwhat'smine*

[Banks]

Iwasbusysnortingonanothergirlsasswhena

packagewasbroughttome.Iwalkedtothewindow



lookingdownonthecity.

Anote

*Don'tplaygameswithwhat'smine*

Thehandwriting,Iknowit.Iturnnotearoundand

there'sanothernote

*Lookup*itsaysandIdo

Itwasthatbastardstandingintheblockacrossme

lookingintomywindow.Hewaved.Iopenedthe

boxandIgotthefrightofmylife,Ivomitedonthe

spot.

[58]

{Minentle}

TheyreleasedmeafterafewhoursandIwas



hungry.Xhantiwaswaitingformeoutsidethe

policestation.

"Stillinonepiece"hesaysandIignorehimentering

thecar.

Thedrivewasextremelylong.Icouldn'tholditin

anymoresoIstartedcryingrealtears.

{Xhantilomzi}

Iwaslostinmyownthoughtswhensomeone

startedcrying.IlookaroundanditwasEntle.

"Entle?Babe?"Isayshiftingclosertoherside

"What'swrongtalktome"Isaytryingtoliftherchin

up

"EntlebabeIcan'thelpyouifyoudon'ttalkto

me...didsomeonehurtyouinthecell?"Iaskwith

panick,sheshakesherheadandIsigh



BrunoislookingatmewithaquestioninglookandI

shrug.

"DammitXhanti,ndi-ndilambile"shesayscryingand

Brunolaughs

She'scryingbecauseshe'shungry?Thisgender.I

lookatBrunoandhenodsmakingaU-turn.Couldn't

shejustsaythatshewashungry?Makingitlook

likeI'mstarvingher.

AllIcansayis...Joh..

Entleisemptyingherplate.WhileI'mnotevenhalf

through.Ilookatherandsheseesme

"Areyougoingtoeatthat?Sheasks,Ishakemy

headandshesmilestakingmyplate

"SowhatdidyouDo?"SheasksandIlookather.I

knewthisquestionwascomingyetIdidn'tprepare

myself



"Ididwhatihadtodotoprotectwhat'smine"Isay

andshelooksatme

"Didyoukill?Theydidn'tdeserveyourenergyXhanti

youshouldletthembe"shesaysandIbendmy

headsideways

"Idkillagainifitmeansprotectingyou.Startbeing

grateful,unlikeyouihaveabackbone.Theperson

responsibleforyourrapeisstillwalkingfreeuntil

today....thinkaboutthat"Isaygettingupandexiting

therestaurant.

{Minentle}

Thatwaslow,uncalledfor.Withtheremaining

dignityIhadIstoodupandIexittherestaurant.The

carwasn'there*sigh*Idon'thavemyphonenor

creditcards.

IsatdownandIwaited.Maybehe'llcomebackto

fetchme.



Theweatherchangedtocloudyandwindy.Iwas

stilldressedinmyshortpjsfromthismorning.

"Ma'am?"AmalevoicecalloutandIlookup,it'sthe

guywhowasourwaiter.Ismileathimandhelooks

atmewithaworriedface

"Ma'amit'sabouttorainandI'mabouttolock

up,canIperhapstakeyouhome?"HesaysandI

sigh

"I'mwaitingforsomeonebutitdoesn'tlooklike

they'recoming"Isaywithalowvoice

Hecomescloserandhepicksmeup.

"MymomwouldskinmealiveifsheknewIlefta

womanunattended"hesaysandIchuckle

"Youwereraisedright"Isaylookingathimandhe

smiles

"Iknewyouwereahoe"avoicebehindussayandi



turnaroundtoseewhoitis.It'sLunathi,Wheredid

hecomefrom?

"Ahoe?Webothknowtheactualhoehereisyou"I

say

"Yearightwho'sthis?"Heaskswithhishandsinhis

pockets

"Thisis?..."IsaylookingattheguyandLunathi

laughs

"Youdon'tevenknowhisname?Womanyou're

deep.Itellyouwhat.WhyDon'tyougivemesome

andIwon'ttellmybrother"hesayslickinghislips

andIgag

"Irememberyournametag...it'sAaronright?"Isay

andtheguynods

"Takemehomeplease"Isayandhenods

"AndWena?I'lltellyourbrotheraboutyourlittle

stunt,don'tgetusedtomebecauseIwillmopthe

floorwithyourface"IsayandLunathilooksatme



AaronandIWalkedtotheparkinglotandtherewas

only1car.Awhiterangerover.

"Ifyoutellmethisisyourcarimabouttolosemy

mind"isayandhechuckles

"NottojudgeoranythingbutIknowjustasyoudo

thatwaiterswagesain'tthathuge"Isaylookingat

himandhescratchhishead

"Ohyea...waiter...aboutthatI'mactually-"rain

startedpouringbeforehecouldfinishhissentence

Heopenedthedoorformetogetinandsodidhe.

Hedroppedmeoffinfrontofmygateandhewaited

untilIwasinmyhouse.Suchagentlemen.

IopenedmydoorandIwasmetbySiyawaitingfor

me.

"IknewthatXhantibundlewouldexpireoneof

thesedays"hesayssmiling



"Notyoutoo"Isaypassinghimgoingtomyroom

Ifeelrefreshedafterthehotbathandasmallvoice

calledoutforme.It'smybaby,I'mguessinghe's

awake.Ilethiminandhehuggedmylegs

"Kiss?"Iaskpoutingmylipsandhesmilesreveling

hissmallteeth

Ibentdownandhepoutshiscutelipsgivingmea

peck.

"Whatareyoustilldoinghere?"IaskSiyawho's

watchingtv

"I'mkeepingyoucompanythat'swhatI'mdoing"he

saysandIfrown

"Siyayoushouldn'tevenbehere,youhavea

pregnantgirlwaitingforyou,youmissedouton

Ajaysfirststeps,don'tmissthisonetoo"Isay

"Wellit'syourfaultEntle.Everythingisyourfault,we



would'vebeenahappyfamilyIfyoudidn'tranaway

justbecauseIcheated.Everyonecheats,growup"

hesaysandmyeyesgetfulloftears

"Myfault?Siyait'snotmyfaultthatyoucheatedon

me,allIeverdidwasbeagoodgirlfriend"Isayand

hechuckles

"Trustmeifyoudidn'tcarrymychildbackthenI

would'veleftyoualongtimeago,youlostyour

touchalongtheway,I'ddidn'tfeellikeachallenge

datingyouanymorebecauseyoubecametoo

focusedonme,Isometimeswishedtocatchyou

cheatingbuteveryguyIsentyourwayyoukilled

conversationswith.Soistartedcheatingandyou

stayedevenaftersomuchproof,yourstarted

losingyourworth,askyourselfwhyyoudidn'tleave

meevenafterIhadsexwithmorethan3peoplein

ourrelationship?IhadyourightwhereIwantedYou,

youwerethegoodgirl,readytointroducetomy

familytypeofgirl,yourworstmistakewasgivingme

yourvirginity,butIgottogiveittoYou,youalways

knewhowtosatisfymyneeds,nomatterhowmany



timesiwantedtoleave,yourvaginabroughtme

back.

BythetimehewasdoneIwasintears.

"Pleaseleave"Isayopeningmydoorandhelaughs

exitingthehousestumblingoverhisownfeet

IputAjaytosleepwithtearsinmyeyes.Iwentto

thekitchentogetmeaglassofwater.Myhands

weretremblingsomuchtheglassfellandbroke

intopieces.

IpickedupthebrokenpiecesandIgotcutbyone.

Thepainfeltdifferent.Itfeltgood.Ipickedupa

sharppieceandIWalkedtomybedroomclosing

thedoor.

{Xhantilomzi}



"Areyouevenmyson?"MydadasksandIbowmy

head

Lunathicameinwithoutknockingandmydadgave

himadeadlylook.

"MyapologiesbutIhavenews,whileyouleftyour

socalledgirlattherestaurantshegotallclosewith

someguywhoworksthere"hesayslookingatme

"Youlefther?"MydadasksandIswallow

"Didyouevencalltransporttogetherhome?"He

asksandIshakemyhead

"Don'tworryhernewboyfriendtookherhome"

LunathisaysandIlookathim

Aguycameinandhewhisperedsomethinginmy

dad'searandmydadnods.

"Theyconfirmedherenteringherhouseandthey

sawherbabydaddyleave.Drunk"hesaysandI



standup

"MessthisupandIdon'tseeanyhopeforyou"my

dadsaysandInod

Thelightsarestillon.Ihopeshe'llforgivemefor

myoutburstandleavingherthere.

"Entle?"Icalloutbutthere'snoanswer.Ipassthe

kitchenandIseeabottleofredwine,didsheand

Siyadrinktogether?

IwalkdownthepassagetowardsherroomandI

openthedoor.She'snotunderthecoverssoIwent

toherbathroom.

WhenIentereditmyheartstoodstill.Mykneesgot

weakmypalmsstartedsweating.

"Entle!"IshoutandIkneelbeforethebathtub

Ishakeherbutshe'snotresponding.Icheckher



pulseandit'sweak.MymindstartedracingsoI

grabbedherrobeandIcoveredherbody.Icarryher

asfastasIcantothecar

"Sir?"Brunoaskslookingconfusedasbothmeand

Entlearecoveredinherbloodnow.

IrunbackintothehouseandItakethesleeping

Ajaywithme.

Atthehospitalishoutedandcalleddoctorstohelp.

Theyplacedheronastretcherimmediately

"Wedon'thavemuchtime"onedoctorsaysand

theywheeledherawayandIranafterthem

"Siryoucan'tcome,youneedtostayheresowe

candoourjob"anursesayspushingmebackand

tearsmaketheirwayout

"That'smywife,Ican'tloseher,ma'amyoudon't-let

mego!"IsaywhilecryingandBrunopullsmeback



"WantsomecoffeeSir?"BrunoasksandIshakemy

headlookingatthesurgeryroomtheytookEntleto.

"Brother!"SomeoneshoutedandIseeZintle

followedbymysiblings,mydadandLiya

Theyallembraceme

"Isshegoingtobeokay?ThandoasksandIshrug

wipingmyface

"Allwehavetodoissitandwait"mydadsaysand

therestnod

Idoashortprayerinmyheart.
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{Xhantilomzi}

"Theywillcalluswhenthere'schanges"mydad

saystappingmyshoulderandIshakemyhead



"Myson,don'tdothistoyourself,ifshewasalib-"

"Don'ttellmethat...ifIdidn'tleaveherShewouldn't

behere"Isaystandingup,rubbingmyface

"GetmeSiyaJama"Isaylookingatmydad

"Don'tdosomethingstupid,that'syourson's

dad,Entlewon'tlikethis"hesays

"Iwon'tdoanything,Ijustwanttohaveamanto

mantalk"Isayfoldingmyarmsandhenodstaking

outhisphone

{Siya}

WhenIwokeupthenextmorningIwassleepingon

thefloor.Mywholebodywassore.

Ididmymorningroutineandsuddenlylastnight's

eventscametomymindandmywholebody

freezes.

"Entle!"IshoutandIranoutthebathroomandgot



dressedinanythingIcouldfind.

Idrovelikeamanictoherhouse.Isearchedevery

roominherhouse,whenIenteredthebathroommy

heartstops.

"Entle?Nana?"IsayandIsearchthroughthe

bloodedwaterbutfoundnothing.Ilookonthefloor

andIseeblooddrippingoutthebedroomandoutof

thehouse.

Thetrailleadedtothefrontporchandthat'swhere

itended.IlookedaroundandsuddenlyablackSUV

stoppedinfrontofme.Buffmencameout,grabbed

me,placedabaconmyheadandpushedmeintothe

car.

Thecarstarteddriving.Itkeptridinguntiltheroad

changedtogravelanditstopped.Doorsopened

andclosed.Itwasquiet.I'vebeenkeepingmy

breathandnowIcanbreathebetter.



"Tired?"Athickmanlyvoicesays.Thebaggottaken

offmyhead

"Xhanti?"Iaskinashockingtone

"What'sthis?Where'sEntle,Iwenttoherhouseto

checkuponherBut..."

"Butnothing"hesaysshuttingmeup

"WhatdidyouDotoEntle?WhenIarrivedather

houseshewasalmostdrowninginherownblood"

hesaysandIgeticecold

IbowmyheadandIstartedelaboratingwhat

happenedthepreviousnight.WhenIwasdoneand

Ilookeduphestartedpunchingme.

"Whywouldyoutellherthat?"Heasks

"Iwasdrunk,I'msorry,pleasetellmeshe'sokay"I

pleadandhesighs

"Sheslippedintoacoma,shewasbeingsuicidal"

hesays,Isighandhelooksatme



"Whyaren'tyousurprised?"Heasks

"Thisisthefirsttimeitgottothislevel,whenshe

wasyoungersheusedtohaveatough

childhood,she'dgetabusedsoshewouldcuther

wrists.Shecalledit"easingthepain".Isayandhe

brusheshisface

"Iguessnoteverythingisyourfault,earlierthatday

shewenttojail,Itookhertoeatsomething,weorlet

mesayIhadamisunderstandingandIsomehow

calledherungrateful...soIlefthertherewithout

money,transportandherphone"hesaysandthis

timeikickedhimandhegroaned

"IguessIdeservethat"hesaysandInod

"WhywasEntleinjail?"Iaskandhelaughs

"Shewenttobeatupanabusivehusbandandshe

wreckedallhiscar's"hesays,myeyespopoutandI

burstintolaughter.



________________________________

{Siya}

Xhantidroppedmeoffatmymother'shouse.I

wavedgoodbyeasIwentinside.Mymomwas

watchinghersoapies.

"Ihavetheperfectplanhowimgoingtogetmeand

Entletobeahappyfamily"Isayandmymomshifts

herattentiontome

"LetmetellherI'llorderforfullcustodyoverAjay.

I'llwinthecasebecauseshe'ssuicidal,ifshedon't

wantmetotakehertocourtthenwemustget

married"Isaysmilingandshesmilestoo

{Minentle}

Iwokeup,eyesstrugglingtoopen.Sunraysblinded

meandsomeoneclosedtheblinds.



"Entle?Babe?"ItwasXhanti

ItriedspeakingbutIhadanoxygenmask.He

gentlytookitoff.Hehadaworriedlookonhisface.

"BabeI'msosorry...ifIdidn't-"Isqueezehishand

whileshakingmyhead

"It'snotyourfault"Isaywithalonetoneandatear

fellfromhisoneeye

"I'msorry,Ishouldn'thavebottledupmyfeelings

likethat,Iwasbeingselfishandungrateful,Ialmost

killedmyselfwhileIhaveakid"Isaycryingand

shushesme

Thedoctortoldmetoseeatherapistandlike

alwaysXhantikeepandunderhiswing.

"Isitokayifyoucanfindsomeonewho'llstayinthe

cottageandhelpmewithAjay?"Isayonourway

homeandhenods

"Youdon'tneedtoaskit'sokay"hesaysandInod

whileeatingbiltong



MyphonehasbeenblowingupbecauseofSiya.I'm

reallydonewithSiya,myeyebrowsaregonefor

thatone.

Xhantinudgesmeandilookathim.Heleans

forwardandhekissedmeforalongtime.Thekiss

leftbutterfliesinmystomach.Bythetimewebroke

thekissIwaswet.

"We'regoingtogetthroughthisokay?Meandyou"

Xhantisaysrubbingmycheekandhekissesmy

forehead.

[60]

{Xhantilomzi}

Entlewasnowmymainpriority.

"EntleBaby?"Isayandshelooksatme

"Doyouwantthefemalepsychologistthedoctor



gaveyouorshouldihireamale?"Iask

"Male"shesaysandIfrown

"It'seitherwegetthemaleornothingbecausegirls

thesedaysarethirsty"shesaysfeedingAjayandI

chuckle

"Asifmalesarebetter"Isayshakingmyhead

{Minentle}

Xhantihasbeenahugesupporter.IthinkI'm

actuallyfallinginlovewithhim.

"Sowemeetagain"MrJansensaysandIsmile

"MrJansenwebothknowitoohavemy

qualificationsandhonestlyimgood,mybottle

poppedbecauseIlovebottlingthingsup"Isayand

henods

"LookatyourarmsEntle,butIheardit'snotthefirst

time"hesaysandInod



"EntleguyslikeSiyalikesplayingdirty,it'seitheryou

showeveryoneincludingthepublicthatyouarenot

adangertoyourselforyou'llloseyourson"hesays

andmyeyespopout

Mymindstartedracing.Myson?WouldSiyatake

myson?Ican'tletthathappen.Ineedtoprevent

thatfromhappening.

{Siya}

"SiyamthandaJamaififindoutyoudidn'tgetridof

thatfilthyplanofyoursIwilldisownyou"mymom

remindsmeforthe5thtime

Thatdaywhenshewassmilingatmehersmile

changedtoafrownandsheslappedme.

IwantEntleandI'lldoanythingtogetherback.



IreceivedacallfromanunknownnumberandI

answeredit

"Youknowidon'tlikeyouAndiknowwhatyour

planiswithEntle,ImaybefarbutIcanshootyou

rightwhereyoustanding"thepersonsaysandI

lookatthephonecancelingthecall

{MrsZana}

Iwasenjoyingmyselfatthepool.Drinkingand

eating.

"Ineedmorewine"Isaytooneofmymaidsand

sherunsintothehouse

"Comegirl,dowhatIpayyoufor"Itelloneofthe

girlsandshestartskissingmytoes,onestarted

massagingmybreast

Lordblessmyhusband.Ifitwasn'tforhismoneyI'd



looklikeahag.Theinjections,facelifts,andnose

jobsIgetishelpingmebigtime.

Somethingfellandbrokemakingthegirlservicing

mepullherheadbackfrommyvagina

"MOM!?"Mysonsvoiceshoutgivingme

goosebumpsandIpushthegirlsoffofme

"Babyit'snotwhatitlookslikeIcan-"

"ENOUGH!"Heyellsmakingmestopinmytracks

"Soitwasallalie?Ican'tbelieveI'vebeensostupid.

Andwhatisthis?Doesdadknowaboutthis

madness?"Hesaysandmyheartbeats

"PleaseXhantianythingbutnotyourdad,I'lldo

anything"Isaypleadingandheshakeshishead

"Youcanforgetaboutseeingmeeveragain,andim

heretotellyouthatI'mgoingtoaskEntletomarry

me,Iwasgoingtotryandsoftsoapyousinceyou

hateherforwhateverreason,youaredeadtome

fromthisdayforward"hesaysspittingonthe



groundandleavingthepremises

{Zintle}

IdelayedJason'scarbecauseIwanteditcustom

madejustforhim.

"Sowhatdoyousayaboutthisone?"Theagent

saysandInod

"I'lltakeit"Isayandshesmiles

ItoldthecarcompanytodropJason'scaroffatthe

newadress.

IwatchedthetimetickuntilJasonknockedoff.

IpickedhimuplikeusualandItookadifferent

route.



"Wherewegoingbabe?"HeasksandIsmilegiving

himablindfold

"Putthaton"Isayandhelooksatmeputtingthe

blindfoldon.

Ican'twaittoseehisface.

WestoppedinfrontofthehouseandIseethebig

whiterangeroverwitharedribbonatthefront.

ItooktheblindfoldoffAndhelookedaround.He

sawthehouseandcar.

"What'sthisbabe?"HeasksconfusedandIsmile

"Thisisourhouseandyourcar"Isay,hiseyespop

outandhescreamsthankyouwhilepickingmeup

Hekissedmeallovermyface.ThisishowhappyI

wanttoseemyman.



"OhbabeIloveit...andIloveyou"hesayskissing

me.

Allthat'sleftnowismegettingpregnantthenJason

mightmarryme.

Idon'tcareaboutmybrothergettingmadbutI'm

goingtointroducehimtothefamily.Ilovehim.

[61]

{Siya}

ThecallIreceivedyesterdaydidn'tscareme.Right

nowI'monmywaytotheauthorities.Ineedtolaya

complaintaboutEntle.Ihopesheunderstandthat

I'mdoingthisforus.

AcallcamethroughandIsawitwasAyanda.I

answeredit



"Ba-"

"GetyourasshereSiya"shequicklysayswithan

abnormalbreathingpattern.

"BabeI'mkindofbusywithsomethingimportant

rightnow"Isay

"Siyamywaterjustbroke"shesayswithabreaking

voiceandIstopthecarandImadeaU-turn

"Who'swithYou?"Iaskdrivinginhighspeed

"Yourbrother"shesaysandInod

{Xhantilomzi}

"Whywouldshedosomethingsostupid?Andwhy

didn'tyouletmeknowsoonerdad?"Isaystanding

upandhesighs

"Myson,Ican'tletnotdatejustbecauseyouare

overprotective"hesays

"ThisiswhyI'vebeenoverprotectivesoshedoesnt

meetguyslikethose,doesPKknowaboutthis?"I



askandhekeepsquiet

"I'mnotgoingtoinvolveMe,fixyourmessorI'll

knocksomesenseintoyourstupiddaughter"Isay

leavinghisoffice

WhenIgothomeEntlewascooking.

"Didn'texpectyoubackfor2hoursstill"shesays

smiling

"Justafewhiccups"isayandshewipesherhands

comingtome

"Talktome"shesaysputtingherarmsaroundmy

neck

"Babe..."Isoflysaysqueezingherasspressingmy

erectionagainsthertummyandshegiggles

"Mybabyishungry"shesayspullingmetoherlevel

andgivingmeasoftjuicykiss.

Ideepenedthekiss,pickedherup,shelockedher

legsaroundmywaiststillnotbreakingthekiss.



Iwalktothebedroom.

"Thestove"shesayandIgroanwhileshechuckled

asIputherdown.Herfatassjigglesasshewalks

tothestoveswitchingitoff.

Weenterthebedroomwithmyhandsonherboobs

kissingherneck.

IshutthedoorandIstartundressingmyselfand

shesmileswhilewalkingtowardsme.Shekissed

mychest,makinglovebitesintheprocess.She

rubbedmyrockharderectionwhilegoingonher

knees

"Ohhhshiit"Ilowlysayandshelooksmeintheeye

whileputtingmymushroomheadinhersexymouth

Shespitsonmydickmakingitslippery.Shestarted

bobbingherheadonmydicktakingitininchby

inch.Halfwaythroughshecouldn'ttakeanother



inchandshegagsmakingmesmileandsodoes

she.

She'shypnotizingmewithherbedroomeyes.She

withdrawshermouthfrommydickandshestarted

kissingmyballsmakingmecurse.

"Entle"Isaysuckingmybreathasshetakesboth

myballsintohermouth

Shegoesbacktomydickandshestartedsuckingit

makingmybodyfeelathrill.Iheldherheadasshe

wentfaster.IfeltmyselfgettingcloserandIstarted

chasingmyownorgasmshootingmyloaddown

herthroat.ItookmydickoutifhermouthasIshot

theremainingonthecarpet.

IquicklypickedupEntleandplacedheronthebed.

"WhywouldyouhavemesquirminglikeThat?"Iask

takingoffheroversizedT-shirtandshegiggles



Irubbedmydickonherwetvaginaandhetbody

freezes.

"Relaxmama"isaykissingher

IliftupheronelegasIenteredher.ThewarmthI

feltwasheaven.ShewinchedasImydickslide

slowlyintohervaginawithherwallshuggingmy

dick.

SheclenchedherwallsandIgroan.

"IfyoudothatagainI'llmakeyousuffer"Isay

clenchingmyyaws

IheldherlegasIstartedpoundingstraightintoher

andshecurseddigginghernailsintomyback.I

keptpoundinggivingherlongstrongstrokes.

Herbreathinggotfasterandsheheldmetight.Her

wallsstartedgettingtighterassheliftedherback



moaning.IsenseshewascloseandIrubbedher

clitwhilemydickwentinandoutofhercreamy

vagina.

Herbodystartedtremblingasshecameonmydick.

Thesightmademesmile.Shecalmeddownaftera

fewmoresecondsandshelookedatmesmiling

"Iloveyou"Isaywhilemyheartstartsbeatingfast

"Iloveyoumore"shesaysandmyheartmelts

IrolledusoverasIsawshewasgettingsleepy.I

covereduswithathrowandshesnuggledintomy

neck.Thisrighthere?Myforever.IsayandIclose

myeyesassleepwashesoverme.

____________________________________



Ihopeeveryoneisokaywithsexscenesbecause

therewillbemanymoretocome.

[62]

{Xhantilomzi}

"Ialreadypunishedyourmother,whynotforgive

her?"MydadasksandIshakemyhead

"ForgivnessisbetweenherandGod"Isayandmy

dadnods

"HowisEntle?"HeasksandIsmile

"Thatsmilecanonlymeanonething"mydadsays

andInod

"Didyousortoutthismadnesswithyourdaughter?"

Iaskandhenods

"I'msendinghertooneofmyfarmsinthewestern

cape"hesaysandIlookathim

"Noll?"Iask,henodsandIlaugh



"TodoWhat?"Iaskandheshrugs

{Zintle}

"Doctorareyousure?Imeanhowaccurateisthis?"

Iask

"Veryaccuratema'am"shesaysexitingtheroom

leavingmewithmyownthoughts

IknowIsaidiwantedanabybutit'stooearly.Isent

Jasonatext.

{Jason}

JazlinandIwerechilling.Iwaslostinmythoughts

whenatextfrommyphonecamethrough.Itwas

fromZintle.

*I'mpregnant*



Thetextsays.Istartedhavingmixedemotions.

Thesepastfewdayshasbeensomewhatconfusing.

Ican'texplainitbutithinkI'mfallingforZintle.

Herindependenceandintelligence.Idon'tevendo

whatInormallydowhichIsaskmoney.

"Jaz,there'ssomethingIneedtotellyou"Isayand

Jazlinshiftsherattentiontome

"Iknowthiswasn'twhatweplannedbutIthinkI've

falleninlovewithZintle"Isayandshefrowns

"AndZintleispregnantwithmybaby"Isayandher

eyespop

"Imadeyou"shesaysandIshakemyhead

"Youmademeabadperson,I'llsendyoumoney

everymonthbutmeandyouaredone"Isay

standingupandshepullsme

"Don'tforgetwhoyoutalkingtoJason"shesays

andIsigh



"Jazimdonebeingyourlapdog"Isayyankingmy

armoutofhergripandIleft.

{Minentle}

"WhenareyouandThandogoingpublic?"Iaskand

Liyasighs

"Friend,hewantstogopublicbutI'mscaresforhis

sake,he'sapubliceye...hisfamilyisoneofthee

mostrichest,richestfamilyIfIcanputitlikethat"he

saysandIlookathim

"So?"Isayandherollshiseyes

"Whatifhisparentskillmeortrytoseparateus?"

Heasks

"Thandowon'tletthathappen,It'suptoyoutostay

strong,lookwhatMrsZanaDid"isayfinishingup

mylunchandhenods

"WhenwasthelasttimeyouspoketoLauren?"Liya



asksandIkeepquiet

"She'syourfriendEntleandsheneedshelp"hesays

andInod

WhatamIsupposetosaytoasocalledfriend

whomIwantedtohelpandshethreweverythingin

myface?Shedidn'tevenbotherbeggingthat

cowardtodropthechargers.

{Zintle}

Idecidedtoclearmymindandtreatmyself.Meaty?

Spur?It'stheclosest.

"Fornowcanyoubringmewater.I'lltakethe

comboandabubbelgummilkshake"IsayandIgive

themenutothewaiter

WhilewaitingIwentthroughsocialmedia.My



brotherandEntleisthetalkofthetown.Theyare

labeledas'thepowercouple'.

Soonmyfoodarrived.Itookahugesipofmy

bubbelgummilkshakeandIstartedeating.

"DoyoumindifisithereIhaveeatingalone"a

femalevoicesaysandIlookup

"Please?"ShesaysandInod

"I'mJazlinbytheway"shesausextendingherhand

tomeandIdothesame

"Zintle"Isayandshegiggles

"Iknowwhoyouaresilly,you'reaZana"shesays

andIsmackmyheadmentally

"Ineedtopee"Isayandshelooksatme

"That'slikethe3rdtimesinceIgothere"shesays

andInod



"EversinceIfoundoutabout-..Idon'tknow,maybe

it'sstress"Isaygettingupheadingtothebathroom.

WhenIgotbackshewasgone.Myfoodwasstillon

thetablewithanote.

*itwasnicemeetingyou,Ialreadysettledthebill,ifI

wereyouI'dgothroughthefile*itsaysandIsee

thebigbrownenvelopeonthetable.

I'mhungrysoIfinishmyfoodfirst.WhenIwas

doneItookthefileandIwenttomycar.Openedthe

envelopeandpicturesfellout.Paperswhichlooked

likeprintedscreenshots.

ItwasJasonandthegirlwhoatewithme.Isthis

sometypeofjoke?PicturesofherinthecarI

boughtforJasonincludingthehouse.Therewasa

usbtoo.

IpluggeditintomycarandIlistened.



"AreyousureyounotinlivewiththatZintlegirl?"A

femalevoiceasks

"WhywouldIbeinlovewithher?Shehasmoney

andweneedthemoney,I'llmakeherfallinlovewith

meyou'llseeandsoonwe'llberollinginmoney

baby"

IpauseasIdobreathingexcerises.Painshot

throughmybellytomyuterus.IheldmytummyasI

winchedinpain.Iclenchedmyteethhopingit'll

easethepainbutitdoesn'tgoaway.

Mythighsfelthotandwet.ItoucheditandIsawit

wasblood.Istartedpanickingsearchingformy

phone.MyeyesgetdrowsyasIpressthenumber

andIpassedout.

[63]

[PK]



Ishotthelastbitofsemenintothecondom.I

removedmydickandItookthecondomoff

throwingitintothefireplace.

IcoveredmyselfwithathrowandIclosedmyeyes

"Aren'tyougoingtogivemefoodorcoverme?"Her

squeakyvoicesaysandIopenmyoneeye

"Don'tgetusedtome,yousupposetoleave

anyways"IsayandherIhearherstandupprobably

leavingIhope.

AfterafewminutesIstoodupandIwenttotakea

shower.Gotdressedingreypantsandwhitet-shirt

withmyslides.

AsIaprochaedthekitchenIhearavoice,the

sprinklersinthekitchenwentoffAndihear

screams.



ItwasthatgirlwhomIthoughtleft.

"Areyoucrazy?!"IshoutandIturneverythingoff

"Iwastryingtomakefoodsinceyouwon't"she

saysandIsigh

"Look...uh?"Isayraisingmyeyebrowandsherolls

hereyes

"Yourforgotmyname?Unbelievable"shesays

whiletakingallherbelongingsleavingthehouse

withoutclosingthedoor

Ichuckledwhilelookingather.

{Minentle}

XhantiandIwaswatchingcartoonswithAjaywhen

acallcamethrough.

Xhanticheckedandheraisedandeyebrow

"Zintle?"Hesaysansweringandgivingmethe



phone

"Hello?"IsaybutallIhearwasthecarhooter

hootingnonstop

"Zintle?"IsayandXhantisitsupstraight

Hetakeshisphonetypingalotofstuff

"Stayhere"hesaysandInod

{Xhantilomzi}

Herphonekeepsringing.Itshowsshe'snotonthe

move.She'satspursparking.

"Drivefaster"IsayandBrunonods

Hercarlooksokay.Nosignthatsomeonetried

breakingin.

She'slayingonthefrontwheel.

"Zintle?"Isaytouchingherandhertemperatureis



high

Ibreakdownthewindowopeningthedoor.

Ilookedatherwhileplacingherinthebackseatand

Iwascoveredinblood,sowasshe.Werushedto

thehospitalandshewasadmitted.

IvideocalledEntlewhileIwaitfornews

"Soyousayingtherewasalotofbloodbetweenher

thighsandlegs?"EntleasksandIsighwhile

nodding

"Doyouthinksomeoneforcefullyhadtheirwaywith

her?"Iaskandshegivesathinkingface

"No"shesaysshakingherhead

"FromexperienceI'dsayshewaspregnant....and

lostthebaby"shesausandIfrown

"uMithi?"Iasksandshenod



"Justbecalmbabe,maybeshehasagood

explanation"shesaysandIshakemyhead

droppingthecall

IcalleddadandPK.

Theycamerushinginside.

"Whatdidthedoctorssay"mydadsayswithmy

mombehindhimintears

"NothingyetbutEntlethinksit'samiscarriage"Isay

"Likeshe'dknow"mymomsaysrollinghereyes

andallofuslookather

"Who'sthis?nobody?Good,asIsaidEntlethinksit's

amiscarriage,sodad?"Isayandhelooksatme

"PK?"Mydadsaysandheraiseshiseyebrow

"Areyousureyouwantmetohandlethis?"Hesays

andmydadnodsandhelooksatme

"Don'tlookatme,Ihaveawifeytotakecareof"Isay

raisingmyhandsandhenodsleaving



{Zintle}

WhenIopenedmyeyesandscannedtheroomI

spotEntlesittingonthecouchreadingabook.Ifeel

someoneholdingmyhandandIseeit'sJason

"Entle"IsoflysayandJasonliftsuphisheadandI

seehisredeyes

"Baby,Zintle"hesaysandItrypullingmyhandaway

"Zintle?Areyouokay?"Entlesayscomingcloser

andtearsfallfrommyeyes

"JasonIthinkyoushouldleave,beforeherbrothers

come"Entlewarnsandheshakeshishead

"Idon'tcareanymore,IloveZintleandIwanttobe

withher"hesaysandIshakemyhead

"Don'tsayIdidn'twarnyou"shesaysgoingbackto

herseatandmybrotherscamerushingin

ThestoppedintheirtrackswhentheysayJason.



Xhantifoldedhisarmsinamusement.Thando

camerunningtowardsJasonbutXhantipulledhim

back.

PKwalkedtowardsuskeepinghiseyeonJasonthe

wholetime.

"Youhavegotsomenerveboy"hesaysinthatthick

voiceofhisandJasonlet'sgoofmyhandandhe

goesonhisknees

"Please,pleaseforgi-"JasonsaysandPKpunches

himbeforehecouldsayanythingfurther

HemanhandledJason.I'veseenfightsbutthis?

"Xhantistophim"Entlesaysandhesighspulling

PKaway

"You'reruiningthefun"Lunathisays

"Youstayawayfrommysister"hesaystothe

bloodedJason

"StayawayorI'llpayyourlittlesistersavisit"he



says,bothEntleandJasonlooksathim

"Staythehellawayfromthem"hesaysandPK

kickshim

"Thenstayawayfrommysister"hesaysleavingthe

room

Entle'seyesarefilledwithtears.Jasonstrugglesto

standup,IevenforgotaboutthepainIfelt.Ihelped

him.

TearsfellwhenIsawhisface.Heembracedme

kissingmyhead.

"Iloveyou"hesaysleavingandThandobumpshis

shoulderonpurpose

{Jason}

IendedupatJazlin'shouse.Sheopenedthedoor

withasmile.



"You'vecometoyoursenses"shesaysbringingme

abeer

"Whathappenedtoyourface?"SheasksandI

shakemyhead

"Ialwayswantedtoexperiencelove"Isayandshe

looksatme

"Zintlegavemethat"Isayandsherollshereyes

"Iwasgoingtobeadadd"Isaywhilechuckling

"Andyoutookthatawayfromme"Icontinue

"Whatshouldidowithyou"Isaygrabbingherface

"Wanttotakeabath?"Iaskandhereyespopout

IdraghertothebathroomandIlockedthedoor.I

openedthetapsfillingthetub

"I'llmakeitniceandhotforyou"Isaysmilingand

shecries



WhenitwasfullIclosedthetapsandIdraggedher

tothetub

"Canyoufeelifthewaterishotenough?"Iaskand

shenodsandushakemyhead

"Iwantyoutofeel"Isaypushingherheadintothe

waterandherbodystartedshaking

Shestruggled.Ididn'tgiveherasecondtopullher

headbackup.

Theshakingdiedoutandherbodywentdead

IwenttothekitchenandIcutonegastubeandgas

startedleaking.IclosedthedoorasIwentout.

__________________________

Myapologiesfortheverylateinsert

[64]



{Zintle}

ItfeelslikeI'vebeendrivingforhours.

Thegravelroadwasunsettling.Idon'tthinkmylittle

carcanhandlethis.

Mywordsweren'tevencoldwhenthecarstopped.

"Whatnow?"Isaytryingtogetthecaronwhena

bigdoublecabToyotabakkiestoppednexttome

Oldmankeepmoving.Isaytomyself

"Allesoraait?(everythingokay?)"Thevoicesaysand

Ilooktomyrightandmymouthrunsdry

"Ma'am?"Hesaysgettingoutandcomingtowards

thewindow

"Areyouokay?Whereyou'reheading?"Heasksand



Igetcapturedbyhisoceanblueeye's

"Uhyeayea...Idon'tknow,mycardoesn'twantto

start"Isaystrugglingandheopensmydoor

"Come,tellmewhereyou'reheadingtoandI'lldrive

youthere"hesaystakingmyhandandIpullmy

handback

"Don'tworryaboutyourcar,someonewillbringit"he

sayssmilingandIstepout

"SowhatbringsyoutoNoll?"HeasksandIlookat

hisfirearms.Soveiny

"Mydadthoughtit'sbestifileavethecityandcome

downtohisfarminstead

"Zanaright?"HesaysandInodwhilehesmiles

"Soyougoingtorunthebakery?"HeasksandI

frown

Bakery?Noonetoldmeanythingaboutabakery.I



can'tbake!

{Siya}

"WhatdoyoumeanIcan'ttakecustodyofmyown

child?"Isternlysay

"LookSir,themotherofyourchildsaidandIhave

proof,thatthenextofkinisXhantilomzi

Zana...incaseanythinghappenstoher"hesaysand

Ibangthetablewalkingoutoftheiroffice

Entleplayedme.WhatamIgoingtodonow?

{Xhantilomzi}

"Willyoustopbeingsonervous?"PKsaysandI

sigh

"Whatifshesaysno?"Iaskshakingmyhands



"Really?WhathasgottenintoYou?"Hesaysandmy

dadlaughs

"Leaveyourbrother,atleasthe'stakingsteps,you

stillgoaroundhavingsex"mydadsaysandPK

foldshisarms

"Onlyone"hesaysandallofuslookathim

{Minentle}

"Liyacanyoustop?Idon'twanttoomuchmakeup.

Hemuststillbeabletorecognizeme"Isay

"Whatifhesaysno?"Isaylookinginthemirror

"Xhantilovesyou,Ijustdon'tknowwhyyouasking

him"hesaysandIchuckle

"It'sdifferent"Isayandheshakeshishead

{Xhantilomzi}



WerehalfwaythroughandI'msweating.The

dessertcameandIwaited.

Shealsowaited.

"Aren'tyougoingtoeat?"Wesayinunionandwe

chucklediggingin.

Iwasstillchewingwhenabitintosomethinghard.I

grabanapkinandIspitwhateverwasinmymouth

onthenapkin.

____________________________

AsbothXhantiandEntlespitintotheirnapkins.

Theylookattheobjectinshock.Entleliftingupthe

silverringwithabigbluediamondwhileXhantilift

upagoldbandwithM.Tengravedontheinside.

Entlecloseshermouthandbothburstintolaughter.



IT'SVERYVERYSHORTMYAPOLOGIES

CONTINUATIONWILLFOLLOWLATERON

[Continuation]

{Minentle}

"Ican'tbelieveyouhadthesameideaasmine...so

cliche"Isayandhesmiles

"Soyoureadytomakemethehappiestmaninthe

worldandmarryme?"hesaystakingmyhandandi

lookathimdorawhile

Inodandhestandsuppullingmeupwithhim.He

looksmedeepintomyeyesandhekissesme

"IloveyouMrsMe"hesaysafterthekissandmy

heartmelts

"Iloveyoutoo"Isayandhekissesmyhead.



{Zintle}

Ifoundthebakery.Itwasnexttothecafe.

ThekitchenhadeverythingInormallysawthe

maidsbackhomeusedtobakewithsoI'monthe

righttrack.

Isearchforarecipe.IfoundoneandIstarted

mixingandbaking.

Thatwasn'tsohard.

WhileIwaitedmybrothercalledme

"Wascheckinguponyou"hesayswavingand

somethingshinycaughtmyeyes

"Whatisthat?"Iask

"Thereonyourfinger"Isayandhelooksatit



smiling

"EntleandIareengaged.Getthis,weproposedto

eachotherontheexactsamedayontheexact

sametimeintheexactsameway"hesaysandI

smile

"Congratulationsbrother"Isayasmyeyesgetwet

fromhappiness

"Youdeserveallthehappiestcomingyourway"I

sayandhethanksme

"HowarethingsinNoll?"Hesays

"Whydidn't-"Igotcutoffbythefirealarm

"Shit!byeI'llcalllater"Isaydroppingthecall

runningintothekitchenthatwasfullofsmoke

"Kindwatmaakjy(childwhatareyoudoing)"anold

ladysaysandthelittlesprinklersgoesoff

Itakeoutmycakehopingtosaveit.



It'stoast.

"WhenZanasaidhe'ssendinghisdaughterdown

hereIdidn'texpecthertoburndownthebakery"

shesaysandIlookather

"Finishedmovingin?"SheasksandIshakemy

head

"Nobiggy,I'llsendSomeonetohelpyou"shesays

smilingandIdotoo

Thebakingisaflop.Idecidedtowalkdowntonew

cosylittlehouseandstartunpacking.Ireallyhope

there'ssomeonewhowillhelpme.

Iheardsomethingstopinthefrontyard.Itwasthe

samebakkie,andmycar.

Thisguy....isjust.Didn'tjecsathe'llsendsomeone?



"MyoumiesentmetohelpyousoIdecidedtofetch

yourcartoo"hesaysstrollingtowardsme

"Thankyou...?"Isayandhestretcheshishandout

"Aaron"hesaysshakingmyhand

"Zintle"Isayshakingwhilelookingintohiseyes

{Xhantilomzi}

Werehavingdinneratdad'shouse.ItoldhimandI

madeitclearthatIwon'tbeinthesameroomas

mymom.Hepromisedthatshewon'tbejoiningus.

"Welcometothefamily"mydadsaysdirectedto

Entleandshesmiles

"Thankyou...Baba"shesays,bothsheandmydad

laughsandtherestofuslooksatthem

Thedoorbellrangandoneofthehelperscamewith



Liya.Thandostoodupgoingtothem.TakingLiya

"Dad,everyone...Iwantyouguystomeettheloveof

mylife"hesaysandLunathifrowns

"Excuseme?!"Mymom'svoicevibratethroughout

thewholehouse

"Icarriedyoufor9months,Ispent3daysinlabour.

Allofthatjustsoyoucancomeoutasan

abomination?"Shesaysandmydadslapsher

"Don'tyoueverImeaneverinyourlifecallmykid

miserable"hesayspointinghisfingersatheras

sheheldhercheek

"Leavethekidsalone,theyareallgrown...grown

enoughtoknowwhat'sbestforthem"hesays

breathingfire

"Youleteveryonedoastheyplease...Xhantijust

proposedtothis"

"Idareyou,noItripledareyoutosaysomething

aboutmyfiance,youmeannothingtomeanymore

anywayssoI'lldowhatIwantwithyou"Isaygoing



forwardbutEntlestopsme

{Siya}

"Siya!Getoffthephoneandhelpmewiththebaby

please"AyandasaysandIsigh

"You'veonlytouchedhimonce"shesaysandIlook

atthecryingbaby

{Jason}

Iwon'tgetherback.I'vebeenmonitoringJazlin's

house.

It'sstillinonepiecesoitmeansnoonhascometo

checkuponher.

Imakeacall



"Didyousendit?Allofit"Iaskandtheperson

comfirms

Isighbeforesteppingoutofthecar.Iwalktowards

Jazlin'shouse.BeforetouchingthedoorhandleI

whipoutmyphoneandIgothroughZintle's

pictures.

Iopenthedoorandasexpectedthewholehouse

setfireandamassiveexplosiondestroys

everything.

{Minentle}

Ican'tbelieveI'mengagedtoamanIlovewithall

myheart.

"Whatareyouthinkingabout?"Xhantisaysbringing

meback



"Us"Isaysmilingandhetakesmyhandandkisses

it

"Iloveyoumama"hesaysandmycheeksblush

Hestartedtakingpicturesofmyhandsandours.

LateronwhenAjaywasasleepwedecidedtowatch

somemovies.Halfwaythroughmyphonestarted

buzzing.Ithoughtthebuzzingwouldstopbutitgot

worse.

IcheckedmyphoneanditwasTwitter.

*Ican'tbelievetheyactuallygotengaged*

*finally!*

*Ican'twaittoseethewedding*

Myphoneranganditwasmymother

"Ihopehelovesyou"shesaysandIsmilenodding



"I'llcomedown...ImeanWe'llcomedown"Isay

lookingatXhanti

"Good,yourfathersayshecan'twaittoseeyou"she

saysandwebidgoodbye

"Thisisallyouneh"Isayandheshrugs

"I'mhappy,whenI'mhappyidoanything,andIwant

peopletoknowI'magoneguy"hesayskissingme

andIgiggle.

SOTODAYIOWEEVERYONEABONUSINSERT

SINCETHISCONTINUATIONWASFOR

YESTERDAY

AFTERTODAYWE'LLGOBACKTO2INSERTSPER

DAY

MOREKILLINGNEEDSTOBEDONE
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AtworkimadmiringmyringwhenLiyaburstin.



"Youbettercomeseethis"hesaysandIjumpup

OutsidetheshopSiyawasstandingtherewitha

bunchofflowers.

"Mylove,Entle.Imadeamistake,Iknowthatyou

knowthatIloveyou...andIknowthatyouloveme

too.Pleaseforgiveme"hesaysgoingdownonhis

knees

"GetuporI'llcallsecurity"Isayandhismouthgoes

open

"HaiboEntle,I'myourbabydaddy...weshouldbea

familydon'tyouthinkit'sbestforAjay?Areal

happyfamily"hesaysandIslaphim

"Youleavemysonoutofthis"Isayandheback

slapsme

Liyarunsandkickshiminhischestwithhisheels

andhefalls.



{Xhantilomzi}

Ihadaverylongday.WhenIgothomefoodwas

cookedbutEntlewasn'tinthekitchen.

"Babe?"Isayasigoupstairstoourroom

WhenIopenedthedoorunderherlyingunderthe

coverswithahoodie.

"Babe?Areyouokay?"Iaskconcernedandshe

shakesherheadandIsitonthebed

"Youinpain?"Iasklookingoverandshenods

"Thattimeofthemonth?"Iaskandshenods

"I'llgetyousomepainkillersokay?Comedownfor

dinner"Isayandshenods

Idon'tlikeseeingherlikethis.



IgetthemedicationandwaterandIleaveitonthe

drawer.Herfacecovered.

AtdinnermeandAjayateallthemeat.SoonIheard

slidescomingdown.

"Mamaiscoming"Isayandhesmiles

Shecamedownlookingtowardstheground,intothe

kitchen.

Shecamebackwithaplatewithfoodandshe

headedforthestairs.Somethingisn'tright

"Entle"Isayandshestopsdroppingtheplate

Shepanicsasshetriespickingupthebrokenplate

"Leaveit"Isternlysayandshedoes

"Standupandturnaround"Isayandshestands



still

Sheslowlyturnedaroundstilllookingdown

"Nowlookatme"Isayandsheshakesherhead

"YoubetterdoityourselforIwill"Isayandshe

bitesherlip

Shestartedliftingupherhead.

Whenshestarredatmedeadinthefacemyblood

startedboiling.

"I'mjustgoingtoaskonequestion...isthatokay?"I

saystrollingtowardsherandsheshakesherhead

sobbing

"Who?"Iaskstandinginfrontofher

"S...S-"

"GoddammitEntle!"Ishout

"Siya!ItwasSiya"shesaysandIheadtowardsthe



door

"Don'tkillhimXhantiplease"shesaysrunningafter

me

"PleasethinkaboutAjay"shesayswithamessed

upface

"I'llsendadoctortoassist.Don'twaitup"Isay

reversingoutandit'slikesheswitchtocrazyand

hereyessearchhersurroundings.Shefindsa

hammerandshethrowsitagainstmywindshield

crackingit

"I'llthrowyouwiththatifyoukillXhanti,tryme"she

sayswalkingbackintothehouse.

Wtf.....

___________________

FindingSiyawasn'tthathard.Ifoundhimatapub

drinking.Iwentoutsideandmadeanexchangewith



oneoftheguards.Heblendedintothecrowd.

Theguardcamebackafewsecondslater

"Done?"Iaskandhenodsdrivingoff.

{Zintle}

IdecidedtogiveAaronatreatforallhishardwork

aroundhere.

Ibakedhimsomecookies.Ihopehe'lllikeit

Iwalkedthroughthefield.Ididn'tmindthewalkit

waspeacefull.Untilalotofcattlesurroundedme

andIfroze.

Iquicklytookoutmyphonehoppingtocall

someonewhenitslippedoutofmyhandfallinginto



thecattledh*t

"Clumsy"amanlyhousesaysandIturnaround

seeingAaronoutofhisbakkie

Hechasesthecattleaway

"Come"hesaysandIstandstillhegroanswalking

towardsmepickingmeuponhisshoulder

includingmyphone.HegivesittomeandIgag

throwingitawayandhechuckles

Hisparentsarewonderfully.

"BeforeIforget,Ibakedcookies,itwasforall

Aaron'shelp"Isayasiopenthebasketandhis

momsmiles

"PityIhavetogo,leavesomeforme...goodbye

darling,youshouldvisitagain"shesaysgoingout

Aaronslittlebrothertakesacookiefirst.Aaronand

hisdadfollow.



IsmileasIseethembittingthecookie.Aaron

coughs

"It'sgoodsjoe(wow)alittletoomuchsugar"he

sayssmilingandIlookathisbrother

"Yeathesearethebest"hesayslookingatthe

cookie

"Ican'teattoomuchsugarmychild...cancer"his

saysandInod

"ButAaronandJakiewilleatthemonmybehalf"

theoldmansays

_______________________

Noonelikedthecookie.Itwashard,filledwith

diabetesbutnoonewantedtotellZintleshecan't

bake.Jakietriedgivingittohisdogbutnoteventhe

dogwantedit.

{Ayanda}



"Siyastop,areyoucrazy?!!"Ishoutasheplacesmy

sononthewindow.

He'sbeenactingthiscrazysincehegothere.Now

hewantstothrowmykidoutofthewindow

"Whywouldyoulieandsayit'smine?"HeasksandI

cry

"ImsorryjustgivememybabyandI'llleave"Isay

cryingandheholdsmybabyoutthewindowandI

scream

"Soyouguyscanbeahappyfamily?"Heasks

lookingatmeandishakemyhead

"Catch"hesaysthrowingmysonintheairandhis

headhitstheceiling

Imakeitjustintimetostophimfromhittingthe

ground.MybabycrieshystericallyandIcrytoo.

HelocksthebedroomdoorandIscream.Irun



towardsthewindowandIscreamforhelpwhilemy

babiescriessettles

"It'sokaybaby"Isayshushinghim

Wasn'tlongtillIhearthepolicesirens.

"Theyareherebaby"Isaykissinghimonhisnose

bridge

Thedoorfallsdownasmedicalaidrunstome

"Justcheckhishead,he'sfine"Isayastheytake

him

Theycheckhisbreathingandtheexchangelooks

"He'sgoingtobefineright?"Isaysmilingandthey

lookatmeshakingtheirheadsandIdotoo

"Nohe'sokay...he'sbreathingcan'tyousee?"Isay

astearsfall

"Look,he'sbreathing...hiseyesaremoving"Isay



holdingmybabysmilingwhiletheyalllookatme.
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{Siya}

Iwokeupthenextmorningwithaheadache.I

checkmysurroundingsandIsawthatIwasoutside

onalawn.

Peoplepassedbyandtheystoppedastheylooked

atme.Ilookatwhatthey'relookingatandIseeI'm

naked.

"Hollysh*t"Isaycoveringmygenitals

Theystartedtakingpicturesandvideosofme.I

stoodupandIranoff



Iwasontheothersideoftheblock.WhatwasI

doingthere?

IwentupstairsandItookashower.Comingback

downfeelingrefreshedoheardaknockonthedoor.

Iattendeditanditwaspoliceofficers

"AreyouSiyamthandaJama?"Oneasks

"Dependsonwho'sasking"Isayandtheycuffme

"SiryouareunderarrestforthemurderofMs

AyandaSiko'snewbornbaby"esaysandIlookat

them

"Iwantalawyer"Isayastheyputmeinthevan

"Theyallwantthat"oneofficersaysenteringthe

vanandtheydroveoff.

{Minentle}

Iwasbusymakingbriyaniwhenthenewscaught

myattention.



"WearesetoutsidethestationawaitingMrJama

whoallegedlymurdereda2montholdbaby"the

reportersaysandthecamerashiftstowardsthe

van

SiyaemergesoutofthevanIIdroptheknifein

shock.

{Xhantilomzi}

I'mseatedinmystudywatchingthenewsandI

smile

"Strikeone,thisisonlythebeginningSiya"Isay

lookingatthescreenastheytakehimintothe

station.

Entlemadethisdishbriyani.Idon'tknowwhatitis

butIttasteamazing.



AfterthelunchIfollowedheraroundasshewas

cleaning.Shegaveoutaheavysigh

"Xhanti,gobuttakeAjaywithyou"shesaysandI

shakemyhandsaroundherwaist

"Onlyifyoupromisemeyou'reokay"Isayandshe

licksherlipsnodding

"I'mokay,isitokayifmyfamilycomesdown?I

knowwe'llonlygetmarriednextyearBut.."

"I'mnotmarryingyounextyearwomanIloveyou

andIwanttomarryyou,in3monthsmax"Isay

cuttingheroff

"Andyourfamilycancomedown,I'llarrange

transportandticketsforthemokay?Justtellme

when"IsayandshenodsasIkissherbeforetaking

ajay

"Whenyousay3months,doesthatmeanIhave3

monthstoplan?!"SheshoutsandIshakemyhad



"Iwanttomarryyouin3months,I'llgetsomeoneto

keepaneyeovertheshop"Isayandhermouth

opens.Sheclosesitagainandshenodswaving

goodbye

"I'monmyway"Isay

IarrivedatPK'shouse.Aladycameout

"FuckyouPK"shesays

"C'mon..."hesayspausingandshegasps

"Again??Really?It'sAyathandwa"shesays

"Don'tevercallmeagain"shesayswalkingout

"Iwouldn'tbetonit"hesayssmilingandshegives

himamiddlefinger

Weenterthehouseandhepicksupunderwear

smellingitwhilesmiling.



"Whowasthat?"Iaskandhesmiles

"Thatisyoursisterinlawandmywife"hesays

lookingatme.HegoesforAjayscheeksandIpull

Ajayaway

"Gobath,thosehandsarefilthy"Isayandhe

chucklesgoingupstairs

Hecamebacklateronplungingdownontheseat.

HetakesasandwichandIslaphiswrists

"Hands"Isayandhelooksatme

"BoyIjusthadashowerwhat'swrong?Wealways

eathoweverwewantwhatisthis?"HesaysandI

sigh

"Myapologies,Entleisturningmeintoaneatfreak"

Isayandhechuckles

"SowhathappenedtoEntle'sbabydaddy,Isawthe

news"hesays



"Idruggedhim,allIwantedwasforEntletodistance

herselffromhim,hedidalltheworkbykillingthat

baby"Isaysittingback

"Buthisownbaby?"HeasksandIshakemyhead

"Hisbrothers"Isayandhefoldshisarms

Chillingwithmybrotherhasbeennice.Iwas

checkinguponEntlethewholetimewhenaknock

camethrough.

Pkattendeditanditwasthatgirlfromearlier

"YouknowwhyI'mheresojustgiveittome"she

saysandPKsmiles

"I'llgiveitifyoupromiseyou'llquityourjob"hesays

andshelooksathim

{PK}



Ilookatherwaitingonwhatshe'llsay

"Myjob?Andwho'sgoingtofeedmykid?"Sheasks

"Me"Isay

"Idon'tneedyourmoney"shesaysandInod

Igiveherherunderwear

"Takethistoo"Isaygivingheratashofmoney

Shelooksatitandshetakesut

"Phumlani...IjusttoldyouIdon'tneedyourdamn

money"shesaysandmydickvibrates

ShetakestheelasticbandoffAndshethrowsthe

moneyintheair.

"SaidIdon'twantyourmoney"shesayswalkingout.

Shestopsinhertracksandsherunsbackinside

andIsmile



"ButIdoneedaR100foranuber"shesayspicking

upaR100

"Youknowwhat?I'lltakeitall,takeitaspayback"

shesayspickingupthenotesandIhelpher.

IhandherthelastR100andshelooksatme

"Keepit,it'syourtip"shesayswalkingoutshaking

herassandIlookatitbittingmylowerlip.
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{Zintle}

MeandAaronhavespentalotoftimetogether.

Nothingserious.

Mybakingwascomingalongwellbutmysugaris

stilltoomuchaccordingtoAaron'sgranny.



"Soyousayinghehasputyouthroughallofthat

butyoustillcan'thatehim?"HeasksandInod

drinkingmyjuice

"Butthat'sinthepast,howaboutYou?Irealisedthat

Iknownothingaboutyou"Isaysmiling

"WellIownarestaurantInthecityand...ohmy

girlfriendalsostaysthere"hesaysandmyheart

feelssometypeofway

{Xhantilomzi}

Ibidgoodbyetomybrother.

Imissmywoman.Iwanttobeburriedinsideofher.

BuddyIhopeyousleepwhenwegethomebecause

Ihaveunfinishedbusinesswithmommy"Isay

lookingathimthroughthemirrorandhenods

drinkinghisbottle



WearrivedhomeandAjayissleeping.

"Baby"Icallout

InthekitchenIseeEntlethrowingoutallthe

chicken

"Babe?"IaskandIseeherholdinghernose

"Chickenisoff"shesaysandIgotowardsher

"Okayletmedoitforyou,goeasyyoulooktired"I

sayandshenods

Imsmellingthemeatandthere'snothingwrong

withit.

Idecidedtoorderin.

IcheckeduponEntleafterinahourandshewas



stillsleepingsoIsaytoAjayandhewaswatching

cartoons.Itookhimdownstairstoeat.

IthasbeenanotherhourandEntleisstillsleeping.

Thisisbull.

Iwentupandiwokeherup.Sheliftedherheadand

Ifrown.Isthatanewglow?Awakeupone?

"Yourfaceisshinny"Isayandshetouchesherface

"Youshouldseethatbignosenow"Isayandshe

looksatme

"BabeI'mboredpleasecomedown"Isayandshe

rollsheeyes.

Downstairssheatelikeahungrychild.Sheate3

steersburgersand2drumsticks.Thebreadishalf

now,whileItookonly2slices.Thisisthesecond

1myLcoke.



"Babeslowdown"Isayandshepulledaface

"Areyougoingtoeatthat?"Sheaskpointingatmy

burgerandIshakemyhead

Shetakestheburgereatingit.Whenshewasdone

shelaidback

"Babe,nowIwantbiltong"shesayslookingatme

I'mnotdoingthatit'slate.

Iignoredheraboutthebiltonguntilwewentto

sleep.BeforeIenteredsheclosedthedoor.

"Gogetmybiltong"shesaysandIlookatthedoor

indisbelieve

Isleptintheguestroomthatnight.



ThenextmorningIwokeupandIgotreadyforwork.

Idon'tknowifmadamisawakeyet.

Iseethetimeandit's8o'clock.Ajayshouldbeat

thedaycarebynow.

IrushtohisbedroomandIseeit'semptyandclean.

Iwenttothemainbedroomandit'semptytoo.My

clothesareironedandneatlysetoutonthebed.

Ismile.

Inthekitchentherewasbreakfastsetoutforme.

Notjustany.Maizemeal.Thebutter,sugarandmilk

waaalsothere.

Ifthisisherwayofapologisingaboutlastnight

thenyesIforgiveher.



{Minentle}

Workishectic.Ireallyneedtofindsomeonein

Zintle'splace.

"Canyoustopeating?"LiyasaysandIgivehima

deadlylook

"Maybeyoushouldstarteatingsothatthoselegs

canstoplookinglikesomethingadogwouldpiss

on"Isayandhegasps

IreceivedacallfromanumberIdon'tknow.Iswipe

toanswerbutIdon'tspeak.

"Entle?"Siya'svoicesays

"Ineedyourhelp...someonedruggedme...youknow

I'dneverkillachild"hesaysandmyheartbeats

"Ican'tstayinprison,getmeoutorI'llexposeyou

andyouruncleMike"hesaysdroppingthecall.



IcalledMikeimmediately.InforminghimaboutSiya.

Allofthisismakingmehungry.

{Xhantilomzi}

Sittingatmydeskgoingthroughpapersistiring.I

shouldn'thavefiredLucas,nowI'mstuckwithouta

PA.

MyphonerangandIansweredit

"ThisbetterbegoodMike"isaywithaboredtone

"Siyaisthreateningyourlady"hesaysandIlookat

thephone

"Hesaysifshedoesn'tgethimoutofjailhe'll

exposeher"hesaysandIfrown

HestartednarratinghowEntlegotrapedandthe



personresponsibleforthatisstillalive.Myblood

boils.

"Youdidgoodbyerasingthatinfofromthe

database,soSiyawantstobeoutofjail?I'llgivehim

that"IsayandIdropthecall

Stillcan'tbelievemywomangotrapedbysome

pharas.Nowiseehowstrongsheactuallyis.

FindingthatAyandagirlwasn'tthathard.Ifound

herataclub.Atabar.

"CanIhaveanappletiser?"Isayandthebarman

nods

"Iftherewastroubleinparadiseyou'dbe

drinking...whatbringsyouhere?"ShesaysandI

chuckle

"Justneedthevibe"Isayandshestandsup



waltzingtowardsme

Shedoesn'tlooklikeamourningmother.

Shetouchesmyshoulders

"Icangiveyouavibe"shesaystakingmyhand

leadingmetothebathrooms.

{Minentle}

I'vebeenwaitingforXhantithewholenight.I

decidedtodrinkafewsleepingpillssincethe

headachedoesn'twanttofade.

MorningcameandXhantistillwasn'there.Itook

AjaytodaycareandIdroveofftohisworkplace.

Theysaidhehasn'tbeenin.



Itriedcallingagainandheansweredthephone

"Youbetterhaveagoodexplanationastowhy

you'renothome"Isayandit'squiet

"Ohsorry...Xhantiisn'thererightnow"afemale

voicesayscuttingthecall.

[Continuation]

{Minentle}

BynowI'mreallytryingmybesttonotpanic.I

calledBrunoandhepickedup

"Ma'am"hesaysandIclosemyeyes

"Bruno,Youbetterhaveagoodexplanationasto

whyawomanansweredXhanti'sphone,wereyou

withhimlastnight?"Isay

"Awoman?Andnoma'amiwasntwithSirlastnight

"HeasksandIcanfeelmyselfgettingirritated



"Bye"Isaydroppingthecall

IcalledLiya

"LiyadoyoustillhavethoseITstuff?"Iaskassoon

asheanswered

"Youknowilikekeepinganeyeonmymansoyes

darlingido"hesaysandIsmile

"Meetmeatthecoffeeshoparoundthecornerfrom

MK's"Isaydroppingthecall

"WillyoubeabletofindHim?"Iaskandhelooksat

me

"LetMetryfindingThandofirst"hesaysandIbang

thetable

"LeaveThandofornow,findXhanti"Isayoutloud

"Wouldyouchill?IfIcanfindThandoIcanfindout

ifXhantiiswithhim"hesaysandInodlookingat

thePCscreen



"Soyouhaven'tseenyoirbrother?"HeasksThando

andIgrabthephone

"Youlittlescumbag,tellmewhereXhantiisorI'llkill

allofyouincludingXhanti"Isayandthephonegot

dropped

"Liyacan'tyouatleasttrackhiscar?"Iaskandhe

nodstyping

"Carlocated,twoblocksawayfromthisexclusive

club"hesaysandInod

WeseeXhantienteringtheclub

"Canweseewhat'shappeningontheinside?"Iask

andheshakeshishead

"That'swhyit'scalledexclusive,butIcanforward

thenighttoseeifhecameout?"HesaysandInod

"There!"IsayasIseeXhantigetoutoftheclub

stumblingholdinghisstomach



Hetakesouthisphonetypingsomething.Whenhe

wasdonetypinghecrouched.Hestoodupand

startedwalking,Iseehisphoneontheground.He

gotintoacaranditdroveoff.

"Liya.."Isayandhenods

HeshowedmethecarsGPS.IttookXhantiandleft

himinthewoods.

"What'stheclosestthingtothewoods?"Iaskand

themapzoomsout,myheartbeats.

Irushoutgetting8bromycar.Istarteddrivinginto

thedirectiononthemap.

{Xhantilomzi}



"EntleisgoingtokillYou"PKsayschangingmy

bandages.

"He'sright"Thandosaysandheplaysarecording

ofEntleshoutingandIstartsweating

"NeverdostufflikethiswithacloudedmindX"PK

saysandInod

"It'sjustafterIheardwhatshedidIsawred,Ieven

forgotshe'sdaddy'slittlegirl"Isaywincing

MyplanwastolureAyandaawayfromthecrowd.

InthebathroomshewantedtogodownonmeandI

sawitastheperfectopportunitysoIgrabbedher

headandIsmasheditintothebasin

Igotshottwotimesonalternativesidesofmy

shoulderthroughthewindowasIwastryingto

drownher.Inthepassagegoingdowntothe

bathroomIgotshotinthewaist.Iwaslosingblood

butIcouldn'tgetkilledsoeasily.



WhenIgotoutsideIcalledBrunoandtoldhimto

useadifferentcaranddropmeoffinthewoods

closetomydad'shouse.

Ilostmyphone.Entleisrealltgoingtokillme.

{Ayanda}

Ilookinthemirrorastearsstreamdownmyface.I

turnmycheektotherightandthewords'rapist'

wereengraved.

"ThisisforEntleyouuselesshoe"hesaidtome

bangingmyheadagainstthemirrorbreakingit

AsIliedonthefloorhecametowardsmewitha

brokenpieceofglassandhestartedwrittingonmy

cheek.Icriedandscreamedashewasbusy.It

burnt.Hepulledmeupandfilledthebasin.



Istillrememberhowbloodymyfacewasashe

pushedmyfaceunderwater.

"Todayyoudie"hesaidandIreallyfeltlikeI'm

abouttodiewhengunshotswerefired

WhenIwokeupIwasinbed.Mydadsavedme.

{Minentle}

IbuzzedandMrZanaIappearedonthescreenwith

asmile.Ididn'treturnitsoitwipedhisaway.

"Babaimreallynotinthemood,I'vebeenstressing

thewholenightand-"Isayandpainshotthrough

mybelly

"Areyouokay?"HeasksandIshakemyhead

Thegateopenedand2mencametoassistme.



"Ma'am?"OnesayscouchingnexttomeandIhit

himwithmyheadhardandIkickedhim.Iquickly

tookoutmygunfrommybootsshootingtheother

oneinhisleg.

Iwaltsdownthedrivethough.

ThedooropenedandIwentin.

"ThiswayMa'am"theladysaysandIfollowher

admiringthehouse.

Weenteredthisroomanditwaslikeahospital

room.

PKandThandowerestandingnexttoeachother

blockingsomeonesinceIcanseethefeetdangling.

Isatdownonthechaircrossingmylegs.



Ithasbeenmorethan20minutesandnoonesaida

word.

"Ihaven'teatenanythingforbreakfastandit'snow

noon"Isayandafterafewminutesfoodgot

pushedinonatray

IlookedatthetrayinfrontofmeandIkickitdown.

"Youguysdon'tknowme"Isaytakingoutmygun

andIseeThandotensingup

"Thandomoveaway"Isayandhelooksathis

brothermovingawayandPKchuckles

"PK"Isay

"Ifyouwantmybrotheryou'regoingtohavetoget

throughmefirst"hesaysandIsmile

"Howmanybulletsdidheget?"Iaskandhesays3

ItakeoutthemagazineandIseethere'sstill

enoughinitandIclickmygun



"Entlebabydon'ttoit"Xhantisaysshiftingaway

fromPKandthestatehe'sinalmostbreaksmy

heart.

IdropthegunandIruntowardshimcrushinghim

withahugandhegroans

"Tootightbaby"hesaysandIcry

"Youasshole...Ithought...Ithoughtyouwentout

cheating"Isayhittinghischestandheholdme

whilegroaning

"I'dnevercheatonyoumylove"hesayskissingmy

head

{Xhantilomzi}

IwasstillholdingherwhebIfeltherbodytenseup.

"Areyouokay?"Iaskandhereyesareshut

"Babe?"Isayandsheheldhertummy



Shemovedawayfrommeholdingherhead.She

stumblesandIjumpoffthebedforgettingabout

thestitches.Igettoherjustintimeandshe

collapseinmyarms.

"Entle?Baby?"Isayshakingher

Thedoctorwhohelpedmecamerushingin.

"I'llneedyoutomoveoutsir"hesaysandIlookat

mywoman

IseemorepeoplecominginconnectingEntletothe

machines.

[68]

{Xhantilomzi}

IfanythinghappenstoEntleIwouldneverforgive



myself.

Iwasstillpassingupanddownwhenthedoor

opened.

"Everythingisokay,shehasamildconcussiondue

totheknockshegotFromhittingtheguard"hesays

andInodlookingathim

"CongratulationsMrZana,butnostressatall"he

saysandIraiseaneyebrow

"Congratsforini?"Iaskfoldingmyarms

"Themissispregnant"hesaysandmyearszing

Pregnant?Ohboyshe'sdeffinetlygoingtokillme.

{Zintle}

I'vebeenavoidingAaroneversinceifoundout

abouthimhavingagirlfriend.



I'vebeengoingoutwiththisnewguycalledMike.

Heclaimshe'snotaroundfromhere.

He'sreallyamazing.

Tonightwerehavingdinner.Hecookedforus.

"Youknowiloveyouright?"Hesaysrubbingmy

handandIchokeonmydrink

"Marryme"hesaysputtingthediamondringifront

ofmeandIgasp

"Mike,This...It'sSosoon"Isaylookingathim

"IknowbutIalsoknowthatIwanttospendtherest

ofmylifewithyou"hesaysandIsigh

"Thinkaboutit"hesaysstandingup

"There'snothingtothinkaboutbecausemyanswer

isno"isayshuttingthedoorinhisface



Whattheactualfuck?...

{Minentle}

WhenmyeyeswentopenIgroanholdingmyhead.

Ithurts.

Someonecameinandhewaswearingacoat.

"Hadafeelingyou'dhaveamigrainewhenyou

wakeup"hesaysgivingmeagrandpa

"Sorry,butinyourconditionyou'renotallowedto

drinkanyotherpainkiller"hesaysandIswallow

lookingathim

"Mycondition?"Iask

"You'repregnant"hesaysandIfreeze,IlaughbutI

seehe'sdeadserious

"No,Godbettertakefillcustodyofthisonesir"Isay

"DoyouhaveanyideawhatXhantiwilldotome?



OhGod,nowhe'sgoingtothinkItrappedhimwitha

baby...whosaidhewantedkidsnow?I'mdead"I

shout

"What'sgoingOn?"Xhanti'svoiceroaresandIkeep

quiet

"Xhanti...baby"Isay

"Babe,areyouokay?"Hesayscomingcloseandmy

lipstartstrembling

"Entl-"tearsrundownmyfacebeforehecouldsay

more

HeembracesmeasIsniff.

"I'msorry"hesaysholdingmetight

LateronXhantibroughtmesomeicecream

"You'renotallowedtoeatthat"thedoctorsaysandI

sulklookingatXhanti

"Fine,onlyfortoday"hesayswalkingout



"So?"HesaysbreakingthesilenceandIlookathim

"Ifyoudon'twantitwecangiveitbacktoGod"Isay

andhelooksatmeasifI'mcrazy

"WhatmakesyouthinkIdon'twantyourkids

Entle?"HeasksandIshrug

"Becauseyou'veneverraisedthattopic"Isayand

hequicklystandsupandmyheartbeatsfastashe

walkscloser

Hebendsforwardshakinghishandaroundmyneck

slightlychokingme.

Helooksintomyeyescomingclosergivingmea

longkiss.

"Don'tyoueverthinkaboutabortingmy

kids...ever,evenifimakeyoupregnant5times"he

saysafterthekissandIslowlynod

Hekissesmeonmycheeksmiling



"Thankyou"hesayskissingmeagainholdingmy

hand

{Ayanda}

"Whatdoyoumeanwehavetomove?"Iaskmydad

whilehe'sbusypackingmyclothes

"Ishouldhaveleftyou,Ishouldn'thavegivenyou

thatpanicbutton"hesays

"Thepanicbuttonwastoprotectmeandtoalert

you'remenwhenI'mintroubleandnomatterwhat

theyshouldcomefullforce!"Ishout

"Tellme,WhywasheafterYou?"HeasksandI

breakeyecontact.Herushestowardsmechoking

meagainstthewall

"Iaskedyouaquestion"hesaysandIshutmyeyes

"Iorderedaguytorapehisnowfiance"Iquickly

saysandhelet'sgoofme



IflookscouldkillI'dbedeadbynow.Heslapped

mesohardIfell.

"I'mnotdyingbecauseofyourstupidacts,I'mnot

takingyouwithme"hesaysleaving

"LeavemeandI'lltellmom"Isayandhestops

"Goahead,I'llleavebothofy'alltodieherethenI'll

findanewreplacementsforthebothofyou"he

saysandheshutsthedoor

Ibegancrying.Whatnow?

{Lauren}

"Whereyou'regoing?"HeaskstheminuteItouch

thedoorhandleandmyheartbeats

"Heyb-babe"Isaywithashakyvoice

"I'mjustgoingtodosometopupshopping,you

knowI'vebeencravingforthosechocolateballsbut

youneverbringthem"Isaysmilingandhecomes



forwardstrokingmyhair

"Ok,butfirstshowmeyouwantgoingoutbad"he

saysandmyeyestearup

Hestartsunbucklinghisbelt.Istoodthereandhe

heldmyheadpushingmedownonmyknees.

Hetookhisthinlongdickandpusheditintomy

mouth,Igagandhepullsmyhair

"GagonemoretimeandI'llslapyou"hesaysandI

nod

Hestartedgoinginandoutofmymouthgroaning

"Lickmyballs"hesayandIdo

"Iloveyou"hesaysstrokinghisdickputtingitback

intomymouthagain

Hestartedfuckingmymouthlikeitwasavagina.



Allthatwasheardwashisgroansandmoansas

mytearsrolleddown

Hisbodytensedupandhechokedmeclenchinghis

dickandheexplodedinmymouth

"Swallow"hesaysandIdo,hesmiles

"Nowwipeyourfaceandgo,don'tbebacklate"he

sayspullinguphispants

IrushedoutofthehouseandIcalledEntle'sphone.

"Pickuppickup"Isaylookingback

"Thenumberyou'vedialed-"Icurseswitchingoff

thephone

Iwalkedtothedaycarefetchingmykids

"Todayweregoingtobelate"Isayasibuythemice

cream

"Isdadalsojoiningusmommy?"BothAshleyand



Ashtonsayinunion

"Daddyisbusy,todayit'sjustus"Isaywalkingwith

theminEntle'shouse

"Mommywe'retired,where'sthecar,daddyalways

fetchuswiththecar"Ashtonsayssulking

"Werealmostthere"Isayasiseewere5houses

awayfromEntle's

Iopenhergateandhercarishere.Iknockeda

coupleoftimesbuttherewasnoanswer.Itried

callingherphonebutitwenttovoicemail.

WhatamIgoingtodonow?Iregrettreatingherthe

wayIdidwhenshewantedtohelpme.

Iwasstillsittingonthestepswhenablackcar

stoppedatthefrontandmyheartbeats.Godno

please,notlikethis.



[Continuation]

{Minentle}

I'vebeenlookingatmystomach.Icanseeit's

takingshape.Idecidedtocallmymom

"Waswonderingwhenyou'llcall"shesaysando

sigh

"What'swrong?"SheasksandIbitemytongue

"I'mpregnant"Isayandthere'salongpauseonthe

otherside

"YouandSiyabettergetmarriedifyou'regoingto

have2kidsfromhim"shesaysandIclosemyeyes

"Thebabyissomeoneelse's,SiyaandIarenot

togetheranymore"Isay

"Whatisthis?Iraisedyoutohavemultiplebabies

frommultiplemen?Who'sgoingtomarryyouifyou

justhavingsexwithoutprotection?"Sheshouts

"Butthat'swhatIwantedtosay,theguywho



impregnatedmeismarryingmemom"Isay

"Mom?"IsaylookingatthephoneandIseeshehas

droppedthecall

Iexpectedthattogobetter.Ajaydoesn'tknowmy

familynowmysecondbornwillgothroughthe

same?

{Xhantilomzi}

"YourshoulderisstillmessedupandifEntlefinds

outaboutthisshe'llstress"PKsaysandIrollmy

eyes

"It'llbefast,she'snolongerguarded"Isay

"Shedoesn'tdeservetolivebrother"Isayandhe

nods

{Ayanda}



Ican'tstayhere.I'masittingduck.Idecidedtocall

Ashley,Siya'sbrother

"Whatdoyouwant"hesaystheminuteheanswers

mycall

"Ashplease,Ineedyourhelp"Isaylookingoutthe

window

"Tellthattomydeadson"hesaysdroppingthecall

IsearchedformoneyandIfoundenoughforan

uber.

IendedupinfrontofVuyo'shouse.

Heopenedthedoorhalfnaked

"Whatdoyouwant"hesays

"Please,theyaregoingtokillme"Isayandhe

chucklesclosingthedoor



Siya!Yes.Ipaidhimavisit.Surelyhewillhelpme.

Isatonthesteelchairswaitingforhim.Hecame

outwithhisorangeuniform.

"I'mgladyoudecidedgocomeout"Isayandhe

looksatme

"IneedyourhelpSiya"Isayandhelooksatme

"Xhantiwantstokillme"Isay

"Finally"hesaysandIlookathim

"Yourdeedsarecatchingupwithyou,it'sapittyi

won'tbetheretowitnessit"hesaysstandingup

andtheytakehimtohiscell

Whatnow?

{Zintle}



"Soyou'reinvitingmetoyourparty?"IaskAaron

andhenods

"Iwantyoutomeetmygirlfriend"hesaysandIroll

myeyesmentally

"Ok,seeyoulaterthen"Isayandheclimbsintohis

bakkie

I'mnotoverlydressnoramIunderlydressed.

Itwasasmallpartywithnicepeople

"Aaronhasgoodnewsforeveryone"hismomsays

andhecomesforwardwithablondegirl

"Aaronisengaged"Shesaysandeveryoneclap

handsexceptme

Ithurts.Soileft.



OutsideIwasonthephonewithEntlewhen

somethingcrackedbehindme

"Youshouldgobacktoyourfiance"Isay

"You'reengagedtooEntle"hesaysandIturn

aroundfacinghim

"Sayswho?"Iask

"IsawthatMikeguybuyingaringsoIthoughtI

shouldaskmygirlfriendtoo"hesaysandIlaughin

disbelieve

"Isaidno"isaywalkingaway

Isheserious?

[69]

{AyandaIwasbusywalkingwhilelookingovermy

shoulderthewholetime.



Icalledmysocalledfriendsbutnotoneofthem

werewillingtohelpme.MaybeIshouldtryNande.I

calledherandsheansweredafterthe4thring.

"Yes"shesays

"NandeIreallyamsorryforthepastbut-"

"Whatdoyouwant"shesayscuttingmeoff

"Ineedaplacetostay,justforthenight"IsayandI

hearalongsigh

"Fine,sendmeyourlocationandI'llsendsomeone

totofetchyou"shesaysdroppingthecallandI

sendhermylocationimmediately.

Inlessthan15minutesawhitefortunerstopped

infrontofme.Amancameoutandopenedthedoor

forme.

Ihesitantlygotinandtheydroveoff.

Mencomingtofetchme?Inagrandcar?SoNande



isnowloaded.Iwonderwho'shersponsor.Could

beasugardaddy.

{Siya}

"Soyou'resayingyoucan'thelpme?Yourown

son?"Iaskmydadoverthephone

"I'dhelpyouononecondition"hesays

"YoustayawayfromEntle"hesaysandIgroan

"Dad,youknowEntleismine,yousaidityourself"I

sayfrustrated

"YesIdid,andyoufuckeditupbycheatingonher

twice"hesaysandIsigh

"Fine...butIstillwanttohaveaccesstomyson"I

sayandthere'salongpauseontheotherside

"Let'sseeifMrZanawillacceptthedeal"hesays

andIcutthecall



"What'stakingyousodamnlongbroe?"Aguy

behindmesays

"I'mdoneain'tI?"IsayandhepushesmeandI

pushhimback.Herubshisnose.Guyscame

runningtowardsmeandtheystartattackingme.

Ifelltothegroundastheysteppedandkickedme

untilIpassedout.

{PK}

"Soyousayingno?"Iaskherandshelooksatme

"Hellno"shesays

"Whyyouwanttogetmarriedtomeanyway"she

asksandIlookather

"BecauseIneedawife"Isay

"Ifyouwanttomarrymeyougottoaskmetobemy

girlfriend,takemeoutondates"shesaysandIclean

myteeth



"WomanI'mtoogrownforthatshitgivemeyour

hand"Isaystandinguptakingherhandandputting

theringonherfinger.

"Haveanicedaywife,I'mofftowork"Isaykissing

her,leavingherinthatsamepositionlookingather

finger

"Ohmakesomedinner?Thankyou"Isayclosing

thedoor

{Minentle}

Icutmydayshortatworkbecausethenausea

doesn'twanttostop.

ThephonerangandIansweredit

"Baby"Isay

"EyMrsMe,what'sthisaboutyouleavingwork

early,iseverythingokaywiththeBaby?"Heasks



andIsigh

"Everythingisokay,justnausea"Isaydrinkingmy

water

"Justtellmewhatyouneed...shouldItaketherest

ofthedayoffAndcheckuponYou?"HeasksandI

decline

"Youneedtostartmakingmoneysinceyou

becomingafatherin9months"Isayandhekeeps

quiet

"I'mgoingtobecomeadadaren'tI?Youreally

blessedme...Iloveyou"hesays,myeyestearup

andIstartcrying

"Baby?Didisaysomethingwrong?"Heasks

panicking

"No...it'sjustthesecrazyhormones"IsayandIhear

himsigh

{Mike}



I'matthehotelandI'msittingonthebedlookingat

Zintle'sphotos.

BiankawillkillmeifsheknewIliedaboutwhyI

havetobeinSAagain.

IdidcomebecauseofXhanti.Heneededmyhelp.

TheminuteIsawhissisteriwantedher,followed

herdowntothefarm.

Ishouldn'thaveaskedhertomarryme.I'msuchan

idiot.

IwenttocheckuponEntlebutinsteadofherI

foundthisladynamedLaurenwithherkidslooking

forEntle.

Shelooksroughedup.Iknowtoomanystorieslike



hers.Ifshedoesn'tstartthinkingaboutherkids

she'llendupdead.

Herhusbandisgoingaroundsearchingforher.It's

eitheristartunnecessarywarorIfeedhertothe

wolves.

"Soyousaidyou'reafriendofEntle's?"Iaskand

shenods

"I'msortofheruncle"Isayandhereyespopout

"Canyoufindher?"Sheasks

"Ineedherhelp,Ihopeshehelpsmethistime"she

sayssulkingandIgiveheraquestioninglook

"ThelasttimeshetriedhelpingIwentbacktohim

andIdidn'teventrystoppinghimfromsending

Entletojail"shesaysholdingherface

"Entlecanholdgrudgessleight,butokayI'llhelpyou

gettoher"Isayandshesmileshuggingme



{Ayanda}

Ididn'tgetmuchsleeplastnightinthismansion.

InsteadofenjoyingsoftlifethatXhantilomziZana

istormentingme.

LastnightIdidn'tseeNande's'fiance'.Isawthebig

stoneonherfingerandnotevenSiyacouldgiveme

suchabigring.Thismeansthisfianceisricher

thanSiya.

{Siya}

WhenIwokeupIsawthatIwasinthehospital.

Doctorscameandtheywheeledmeoutintothe

elevatordowntotheparking.



Adeliverytruckopenedattheback,theywheeled

meinandtheydroveoff.

ThepassangerlookedbackandIsawthatitwas

myDad.

"Yousuck"Isay

"Thisishowyougetmeout?"Iask

"Ihadtogetyouawayfromtheprisonfirst,bribea

few...startbeinggrateful"hesaysturningaround.

[Continuation]

{Lauren}

Mikeisagoodguynoliesandhe'shandsome.

Ikeeponcatchinghimbusystaringathisphone.

YesterdayIsawwhathewaslookingatanditwasa

beautifulblondegirl.



"She'sbeautiful"Isayandhegetsafright

"Yea...Thankyou,it'smywife"hesaysslouching

"WhydoIsenseabut?"Iaskandhesighs

"Ifellinlovewithsomeoneelse"hesaysandmy

heartbeats.

Didhefallinlovewithmeinsuchashorttime?

"What'syourwife'sname?"Iaskoutofcuriosity

"BiankaMartinez"hesaysandInod

Michaeldoesn'tknowtherestofmyfamily.Mike

helpedmebysendingthetwinsdowntomyauntin

capetownwhileIfigureouthowI'llapproachthe

divorce.Michaelwon'tgodownwithoutafight.

LaterthatnightwhenMikewasasleepicheckedup

onmyauntandshetoldmeeverythingisgood.



IturnedaroundandinsaneMikesleepinginthe

mostsexiestway.

"Don'tdoit"Iwhispertomyselfholdingmyphone.

IquicklyundressandIjoinhimunderthecovers.I

whipoutmyphoneandItakeaquicksnapofhim

holdingme.

Igotoutandgotdressedagaingoingtothecouch.I

searchedhiswifeandIfoundher.Isentthephoto

toherwithacaption

*SouthAfricaisnice*

Idashedouttothepharmacycoveringmyface.I

needtodrughim.

{Ayanda}



I'mupearly.Ican'twaittoseeNande'sfiance.Istill

sayhe'sprobablyold.

Maybehecantakemetoo.Iwentdownstairstothe

kitchen.Icamethereandtherewerealreadymaids

busywithbreakfast.

Icouldgetusedtothis.

"Morningma'am,Thisway"agirlwithmaidclothes

saysbehindmeleadingmetothedinningarea.

Thewholetablewasfilledwithfood.Istarted

eating,ImoanedwhenItastedthebacon.

"Whenlast"Isay

"Don'tchokeonyourfoodnow"amalevoicesays

behindme



HesatacrossmedrinkingcoffeeIguess.Waita

minuteIknowhim.

"Yeaiknowyoutoo"hesaysscrollingthroughhis

phone

"Iwaswonderingwhereyouat"Nandesayscoming

towardsus,kissingthisguyonthecheek

"Morning"shesaysdirectedtome

"Yougotalittle..."shesayswipingthecornersof

hermouthandIdothesame.

It'shim.TheguyIsawwithEntleatthatlittlediner.

WhatawowI'mnotgoinganywhere,there'sanew

mamaintownNande.

{Nande}

Aleopardneverchangesit'sstripes.Ayandais

deffinetlyaleopard.Whoforgivesandforgetswhat

shedidtome?



Shethinkshe'sherenje?

Liketheysay.Keepyourfriendscloseandyour

enemiescloser.

{Xhantilomzi}

"That'ssuicide"IsaychucklingandPKnods

"Justkeepaneyeonthehousefornow,Ayandais

streetsmart,let'sseewhatthisNandegirlhasin

store"Ifurthersay

"Howdidthingsgowithyourmother?"IaskEntle

whilerubbingherfeet.Shestartedsniffing

"Baby?"Iaskandshecriesshakingherhead

"ShebasicallycalledmeaslutXhanti"shesays

sobbing



"Doesn'tsoundlikeyourmom"Isayandsheshoots

alookatme

"SoI'mlying?"Shesayshysterically

"Didn'tmeanitliketha,HowboutItalktoyourmom

andinthemeantimeI'llsendBrunotogetyou

biltong"Isayandshenodssmilingwhilewipingoff

hertears

ThiswillbeIlongmonthsicanseeitalready.

MyphoneranganditwasanumberIdon'tknow.

"Hello?"Isay

"Hellomyfoot,tellyourfriendsImflyingdownto

SouthAfrica"

"Who'sThis?"Iask

"It'sMike'swifeyoulyingsonofabitch"shesays

droppingthecall



Notmybabytoraise.Idon'tevenknowwhereMike

is.

{Mike}

Iwokeupthefollowingdayfeelingabitdisoriented.

Myheadhurts.

IseeLaurenalreadyeatingbreakfast.Sheneedsto

go,IneedtocallEntleandarrangeameeting.

"Morningloverboy"shesaysandIstopinmytracks

"Damnyouwerealloverme"shesayswaltzing

towardsme

"Pardon?"Iaskcreamyconfused

"YounotdoingthattomenoSir"shesays

"Lastnight?MeandYou,we..."shesayspausinging

andIpanic



"Wha...HowcomeIdon'tknowanything?"Iask

"It'sokay,let'sjustforgetaboutit,imsorryi

should'vestopped"shesaysgoingbacktoherseat

"Nono...Ishouldbetheonethat'ssorry,Ishouldn't

have...whateverIdid"Isaystillveryconfused.

IheardmyphoneringandIsawthatIhadmultiple

missedcallsfromBianka.Xhantiwascallingme

"Sup?"Isayrubbingmyhead

"Manwhatdidyoudo?Yourwifecalledmeallangry

sayingsheonherwaytoSArightNOW!"Hesays

andIcurse

"What?"HeasksandIgroan

"Imighthave,couldhavebyaslightchanceslept

withEntle'sfrienduhhwhat'shername...Lauren"I

sayclosingmyeyesandIhearlaughter

"CanyoubringLaurenhere?"Heasksstilllaughing



"Yea,plusshewantstospeakwithEntle"IsayandI

cutthecall

Thisisreallymessedup.IthinkIshouldfilefora

divorceanyway.

{Minentle}

I'mpassingupanddowninfrontofthedoor.

"Stopdoingthat,you'restressingoutmychild"

XhantisaysandIsigh

"I'mfineXhantiandsoisthebaby.Ican'tbelieve

Laurenwoulddosomethinglikethistomyown"i

sayandIlookather

"Dowhat?SleepwithMike?"HesaysandIrollmy

eyes

"Mikedoesn'tforgetthing'sokay?Hedoesn'tdrink

andsleepwithrandompeople....Ishouldn'thave

taughtherthattrick"Iwhisperthelastpart.



[70]

{Minentle}

Thegategotbuzzedandsecurityletthecarin.

"Willyoucalmdown?"XhantiasksandIglareat

him

ThedooropenedandMikecameinfirst,behindhim

wasLauren.Evenablindpersoncanseebehindall

thatmakeupshewaspanelbeaten.

Everyonewasseatedonthecouchexceptme

"Entle"XhantisternlysaysandIsitdown.Noone

hassaidanything

"Didy'allwastepetroljusttocomesitinmyhouse?"

IaskandLaurenlooksatme

"EntleI'msorry"shesays



"Don'tyoudare,Ialmosthadacriminalrecordonly

becauseyouweredickmatized"Isay

"Ididn'taskforyouhelp"shesays

"Thenwhatareyoudoinghere?"Iasksittingup

straight

"Ineedyourhelp"shesaysandIlaugh

"LaurenwhatiswrongwithYou?Anddon'ttryto

boomerangthisonebecauseyouknewMikewas

myfamily"Isayandhereyesgetteary.

"IfyougoingtocryI'llbeatyouupsoyou'llcryfora

reason"Isayandshenods

"Now,tellmyunclethetruth"Isayandhereyespop

out

"TellhimorIwill"Isayandshebowesherhead

"Mike...i-you-wedidn'tsleeptogether"shesaysand

Mikeshifts

"AndI'mthereasonwhyyourwifeiscoming

here....Isentherpicturesofusnakedinbed"she



saysandMiketightenhisfists

{Xhantilomzi}

MikestoodupandwenttoLauren

"HowdidyouDoit"hesaysandhereyesfallson

Entle,shebentherheadsidewayslookingatLauren

andhertearsfall

"SomethingIlearntonline"shesays

Entle'sphonerangandshepickeditup

"Excuseme?"ShesaysandItrylistening

"It'sadatethen"shesaysafterawhileandIraise

myeyebrow

"I'llsendsomeone"shesaysdroppingthecallgoing

upstairs

{Nande}



"Icannevergetusedtothis"Isaycoveringmyeyes

"Cute"Liyemasaysputtingthedeadgirlsorgansin

coolerboxers

"Sowhat'sgoingtohappentoyourguest?"Heasks

andIsmilegivinghimpetroltopouroverthebody

parts

"Iwanthertorelaxfirst.Howmuchisthisone

goingtobringus?"Iaskandhesmiles

"Thisoneishealthy...wellwas"hesayslaughing

"Morethantheusualgirlswouldbringusinsince

thisonedidn'tconsumeanyalcoholortoxic

substances"hesaysandIsmile

Ayandayourdaysarenumbered.Daddyisn'there

anymore.

{Minentle}



Igotdressedinsweatpantsandcomfortableshoes.

Xhantihasbeenfollowingmearoundthewhole

time.

"Patiencemylove"Isaytyingmyhairwiththe

elasticband

LaurencamerunningintothekitchenwhereIwas

busymakinglunch.

"Youcalledhiswifeover?"Shesternlyasks

loweringhervoice

"Correction,youdidwhenyousentthosephotosto

hiswife...wanttoknowthebestpart?Shedoesn't

knowyou'rehere"IsayeatingtheRussian

"Whydidyougobacktohim?"Iask

"Ilovedhim"shesaysandIshakemyhead

"Youhaven'taskedmeaboutthetwins"shesays

"Iknowyousentthemaway,whatIwanttoknowis

whydidyouusethatdamntrickonmyuncle?Why



notyouruselesshusband"Isayandsheslapsme

"Don'tyouevercallmyhusbanduseless"shesays

andIsmile

"Youshould'veslappedyourhusbandlikethat

sfebe"Isayprovokingherandshecomesforward

"TouchheragainandI'llsendyoutoyourhusband

personally"Xhantisayscominginandshebacks

down

"YouknowI'llbeattheshitoutofyouLauren"Isay

whileXhantiinspectsmyface

Thedoorbellrang.

"She'shere"IsayandXhantilooksatmeconfused

Mikeisbusysweatingwater.IcalledLaurenand

youshould'veseenBiankasface.IfeellikeJerry

Springer.

"Sortyourmessoutrighthererightnow"Isayand



Biankachucklestakingoffherearings

BeforeMikecouldstandupBiankawasalready

acrosstheroombeatingthehelloutofLauren.

OnethingaboutpeoplelikeBianka.Ifyoushowher

you'reweakshe'lldominateoveryou.

Mikebrokethefightapartafterawhile.Laurenwas

crying

"Entleyou'retoogrowntobestartingfightslikethis"

MikesaysandBiankayankherarmaway

"You'retoogrowntobescaredtotellXhantithat

youaskedhissistertomarryyou"IsayandXhanti

looksatMike

{Mike}



IunderestimatedEntle.

"Bianka...Youknowiloveyou...butIcan'tdothis

anymore"Isay

"Youdon'tmakemehappy,Yousourallthe

time,You'reinsecure-"

"AndwhocreatedthepersonIamNow?Niggayou

helpedmeturnintothisbitterpersonnowyouwant

toshoutcrazy?"SheasksandIsighnodding

"I'msorry"Isay

"It'sfine"shesayswithatremblingvoice

"I'llacceptthedivorce,allIknowisthatIhavenever

notevenONCEchestedonYou...thankyou

Entle,goodbyeMike"shesayswalkingout.

Ifelloutoflovewithmywife.Icould'vehandledthis

betterifitwasn'tforthisLaurenchick.

Xhantilookslikehecankillme.I'mnotgoingto

fighthim.I'mtoogrownforthat.



{Ayanda}

Thishouseisreallybig.Itookalittletouronmy

own.IpassedthemainbedroomandIheardmoans

andgroans.

Myclitstartedthrobbing.Isoflyopenedthedoor

andIsawtheminadoggystyleposition.Liyemas

longharddickgotmegasping.Myhandslowly

goesdowntomyvaginaandIstarttouchingit

feelingwarm.

Icouldn'tbarethetorturesoIrantomyroom

closedthedoorandwenttothebed.

Istarttouchingmyclit,stimulatingit.Thehorniness

imfeelingistoohigh.Iplaywithmyclitwithone

handandIstartpinchingmynipples.Istart

imagininghisdickinsideofmegoinginandout.



MybackarchedasIfeltmyselfgettingcloserandI

wentfaster,rubbingmyclit.

Mytoesstartedcurlingup,mybodystarted

tremblingasahugeorgasmhitmeextremelyhard.

ImoanasIstartshaking.

AftermyorgasmsustainedIsmilebreathinginand

out.Istoodup,mylegsfeltwobblyasIwalkedto

thebathroomtakingabath.

_____________________

Continuationwillfollowtonight

Continuation]

{PK}



"Whenareyougoingtostopworkingattheclub"I

askAsewhileshewasgettingreadytogotowork

"Phumlaniyoufoundmeatthatclubsodealwithit"

shesays

"Aseyouaremywifenow"Isayandshesighs

"Fiance"shesaysleavingandIbangthetable

Imadeacall

"Franco,areyoustillinbusiness?Ineedtoputahit

onsomeone"Isay

Nowomanofmineisgoingtoworkeverynight

servingdrinkstohornyassmen.Notonmywatch.

{Zintle}

"Whatifyou'rejustthesameasHim?Worseeven?"



IaskAaronasheholdsmyheadandhesighs

"BecauseI'mnothimZee..Icanneverbehim,you

knoweverythingaboutme"hesaysandInod

"Fine,butwe'retakingbabysteps"Isayandhelooks

downatmesmiling

"Aslongasit'swithyouIdon'tcarewhatsteps

weretaking"hesaysbendingdownkissingmeand

Ikisshimback.

{Minentle}

"Babypleasestopcrying"Xhantisaysbrushingmy

back

"Please,let'sshifttheweddingtillafterIgive

birth,I'mgoingtolooklikeanelephantXhanti"Isay

crying

"Youwantmetolooklikeanelephantonmy

weddingday?Soyoucanoutshineme?Ionlyhave

2monthsleft,andIhaven'tstartedwithanything"I

saywailingandheshushedme



"SeewhatIhavetodealwitheverydaydayXhanti?"

LiyasaysandIlookathim

{Xhantilomzi}

Mybabyisreallyacrybaby.Ifsheain'tupto

arrangethisweddingI'llDoitmyself,Iwanttoget

marriedtoEntleandthat'sforsure.

Mydadcalledmetohishous,soundedimportant

soIwentthereafterEntle'sdrama.

"Dad"Isaygreetinghimandhehugsme

"Where'smakoti?Andwhenareyoumarryingher?"

Heasksleadingmedownthehallway

"Soon,becauseshe'sexpectingmykid"Isaysmiling

andhestops



"Mysonisgrowingup"hesayspattingmyback

chucking

"Haveyoumadecontactwithherfamilyyet?"He

asksandIshakemyhead

"It'scomplicatednowhenceIwantthewhite

weddingfirst"Isayandhenodsopeningthedoor.

Therewasaguysittinginachair.Helooked

familiar.

"SonthisisSiya'sdad"mydadsaysandtheman

standsupgreetingme

"Icameheretostrikeadeal"hesaysandIraisean

eyebrow

"Whatkindofdeal?"Iaskandheshiftsinhisseat

"Youleavemysontolivehislifeandhestaysaway

fromEntle"hesaysandIchuckle

"Icoulddothat"Isaysittingback

"Butonlyifhestillhasaccesstohisson,my



grandchildAjay"hesays,IlookathimandIlaughin

disbelieve

"HowdoInotknowhe'llrunawaywithmysonand

trytoblackmailmywife?"Iaskandhesighs

"I'llbetheretopreventit"hesaysandIfoldmy

arms

"Fine,butonescrewupandhe'sout,tryrunningand

I'llkillyouboth"Isayandhenods

{Nande}

I'mbusymassagingLiyema'sshouldersinhisstudy

whilehewasbusywatchinglastnight'svideo

camera.

Ayandasnoopingaround,watchingus.

"Youhaveastupidguest"hesaystakingasipofhis

cognac



"Let'shavealittlefunwithher"Isayandhenods

Wekeptwatchingtheclipuntilthepartwhereshe

startsmasturbatingandIsawatentforminginside

Liyema'sboxers.

Irubbedhischest,goingdowntohisboxers.Ipulled

theelasticslippingmywarmhandsintoitsnaking

myhandaroundhisdickandIstartrubbingit,up

anddownwhilehecursed.

Istartednibblingonhisearstakingmyotherhand

playingwithhisballsandhecreatedmorespaceby

separatinghislegsmore.Iplayedwithhisplump

bigheadandheshiversgroaning.

Heturnhischairaroundandtookmeontophislap.

Hekissedmewhilesqueezingmyass.Iwasn't

wearinganyunderwearsoheliftmeupslidinghis

rawdickintomyvaginaandImoaned.



Istartliftingupmyhipsgoingupanddownonhis

shaft.Heheldmywaistandstartedfuckingme

fromthebottom,Icouldn'tkeepmymouthshutand

Ibeganmoaningloudly.

Hismouthcameintocontactwithmynippleandhe

startedsuckingitwhilestimulatingmyclitwithhis

otherhandwhiletheotherwasonthewaist.

ItookmyonelegandIplaceditonhisoneshoulder.

Ididthesamewiththeotherlegontheother

shoulder.Thispositionisgoingtokillme,butIlove

it.

Liyemastoodupholdingmestillinthatposition.He

bentforwardandhestartedfuckingtheMariocoins

outofmycoochie.IlostmyselfandIexploded.I

felthimracing,chasinghisownorgasm.Holdingme

tightereachsecond.Ifelthisdickexpandanda



deepgroanescapedfromhisthroat.

Heheldmepainting,goingbacktotheseat.

"Damn"hesayswippingoffhissweatandIsmile.

[71]

{Minentle}

"Babecanyoufinishup?"Xhantisays

"JustbecauseI'mpregnantdon'tmeanIgottolook

likeabum"Isayputtingonmybighoopearrings

"Whoyoudressingupforanyway?"HeasksandI

smile

"Thisisjustaminiandthighhighbootheels"Isay

touchingmyneatstraightbackponytail

"Didyouseeyourself?Ifyoubendalilforwardi

couldhaverighthererightnow"hesayscoming

fowardpressinghiserectionagainstmyass.



"BabyNo...Idon'twantthethinkthatmyvaginais

loosewhenhechecksinthere"Isaylookingathim

throughthemirrorandhefrowns

"Nomanisgoingtotouchmystuff"hesaysandI

chucklewhilenodding

"Suckitup,that'swhyit'smyfirstcheckup"Isay

andhecleanshisteeth.

{Xhantilomzi}

Entlehasbeenmakingfunofmethroughoutthe

ride.

Shereallylookssexyinthedressshe'swearing.

Istillsaynomanisgoingtoputhishandsinmy

woman'svagina



Ihelpheroutofthecar.

"You'regoingtogetheartburnbecauseofallthat

chillisticks"Isayandshepushes4sticksintoher

mouthchewingthemquickthrowingtherestinher

bag.

"Yougottogivemeamintbabe,ohwaitlet'swalk

slower"shesayspullingmeback

"Mmh,goodluck,Ididn'tsayeatsaltyspicythings

beforecominghere...you'llbeputonadiet"hesays

infrontoftheprivateclinicsdoorandIsulke

"IfyouhelpmeoutI'llcometoyourworkeveryday"I

say,hestopsandhelaughs

"Cometomyworktobeacrybaby?Noway"Isay

walkingfurtherandshestopsme

"I'llcometoyourworkeveryday...toSuckyourdick"

shesaysandthepeoplelookatus



"OhnohunnyIknoweveryoneupinherenasty"she

saystothewomannexttomeonthechair

"Soyousayifihelpyou?You'llsuckmydick

everydayatwork?You'llcometomyworkplaceand

suckmeoffeveryday?"Iwhispersandshenods

givingmeherhandandilookatittakingoutmy

wallet

"Fine"isaygivingherstimrollgumandshetakesit.

"GoodafternoonMrandMrsZana"thedoctorsays

asweenterhisofficeandminentlegivesmea

smurkandiglaresather.

"It'sstillMsKhozadoctor"Isaysittingdown

"Notuntil2monthsitwon't"shesayslookingatthe

doctorandIchuckle

Doctoraskedentletomovetothebed.Ifollowed

likeabodyguard.



"I'veseenyourfileandyoulandedinhospital

becauseofstressalmostlosingthelittleone"he

saysputtingonglovesandshenods

"Okay,thisisjusttocheckifthere'sany

complicationsokay?"Hesaysandshespreadsher

legsandIclosethemagain

"No,youknowwhat?GivemeapairofglovesI'll

checkmyownwife'svagina,justguidemethrough

it"isaygettingglovesandthedoctorwasfrozen

whileIwaslaughingthewholetime.

{Minentle}

"Orrrwecouldjustskipthisoneandmovetothe

scan?"Thedoctorsaysgrabbingthegel

"Holdup"hesaystakingoffhisjacketcoveringmy

legs,hepushedthejacketundermymini,covering

myvaginaandass

"Legsdown"hesaysandInodfeelingthejacket



undermyass.

Thedoctorshookhisheadtakingthegelspreading

itonmytummy.Istartedhavingflashbacksof

whenIwasbusyhavingamiscarriageandthe

doctorwhowasputtingthegelonmytummy.

Ifeltthechillsgothroughmybody.

"Baby?"Xhanti'svoicebringsmeback

"Youcrying?"HesaysandIquicklywipeoffmy

tearslaughing

"Mybad,thisisjustareallybeautifulmoment.Me

andyou,here...we'rereallyhavingababy,baby"Isay

andhesmileskissingme

Westareatthescreenasweheartheheartbeat.

Werequest4photoscans.Xhanticlaimshewants

toframeoneandpititinhisoffice.



"SocanIpostthescanatleast?"Heasksonour

waytotheshops

"Myanswerisandwillforeverbeuntilmybabyis5

monthsno"isayandhesighs

"Xhantiyoudon'tunderstand,there'sevilpeopleout

therethatjustdon'twanttoseenoonehappy,I'm

justtryingtoprotectourbaby"Isayandhenods

drivingoff.

{Siya}

"Sotheytookthedeal?"Iaskmydadandhenods

"Justlikethat?"Iask

"Sowhatnow?"Iask

"Nowyouworkonyourself,paywhatyouoweand

stayawayfromEntle"hesaysandIgroan

"Fine"Isaygrabbingadrinkgulpingitdown.



{PK}

Iwasinameetingwhenmyphonerang.Icheck

anditwaswrittenwifey.Iansweredwithasmurk

"Mfaz"Isayanduhearhersob

"PKtherewasa-ashootoutand-and"shesaysandI

trycalmingherdown

"StaywhereyouareI'llberightthere"Isaydropping

thecall

"Gentlemenyouhavetoexcuseme"Isayandthe

boardnods

IdrivetotheclubandIseeyellowtapeeverywhere.

Asewassittingonthepavementwithathrowover

hershoulders.



Whensheseesmeshestandsuprunningtowards

mewithtearsinhereyesandIcatchher.

"I'msogladyou'rehere"shesaysandIshushher

"Comelet'sgogetyoucleanedupthenI'lltakeyou

toyourmother'shouse,I'msureNkosiisalready

home"Isayhelpinghertothecar.

HalfwaythroughIsawthatshefellasleepsoI

madeacall.

"FrancothiswasnotwhatIasked,notinfrontof

peopleandnotinfrontofmydamnwife.Ifshe's

traumatizedI'lltraumatizeyou,fixyourmess"Isay

droppingthecall.

[Continuation]

{Minentle}

"WhatinGod'snameareyoueatingEntle?"Zintle

asksovervideocallandImoan



"GirlIrememberwhenmysiswaspregnantshe

usedtobragabouthowgoodavocadoonbread

withmayonnaisewas"Isayspreadingmore

mayonnaiseontopoftheslicedavocadoandshe

pullsaface

"Sonowyoutryingitout?"SheasksandInod

"Andidon'tevenregretit,don'ttheyhavelike

avocadosthere,thenyoucancourieraboxforme"I

saytakingabiteoftheyummysandwich

"Idon'tthinksobutyoucanaskmyboyfriend"she

saysandamansitsdown

IlookatthescreenandInearlychoke.

"Aaron,Entle?"BothofussayandZintlelooksatus

confused.

{Xhantilomzi}



I'mstaringatthebabyscan,can'tbelievewe're

abouttohaveanotherson.Godreallyblessedme

withanamazingwoman.Ican'twaittomakeher

mine.

IdecidedtocallLiya.Hepickedupafterthe4thring.

"Iknewthisdaywascoming"hesaysbeforeIcould

saysomething

"Pardonme?"Isay

"LookyouhandsomeandallbutEntleismyfriend

andI'myourbrotherinlaw"hesayswithasighand

Ilookatthephone

"Crack?Isthatwhatyou'reusing?Meetmeatthe

adressimabouttosendyou"Isaycuttingthecall

IwaitedattheplaceforLiyaandhewasrunning

late.

FinallyIsawhiscarpullup.Hecameoutwithhuge



glassesandasuit.Withahighheelthatdoesn't

haveaheel...thatdoesn'tevensoundrightOksalayo

thoseshoesareugly.

HestoppedinfrontifmeandIkeptlookingatthe

shoe

"Yo,youknowthatIloveyou-"

"XhantilomziIsaid-"

"Butyourshoesaredamnuglythosedamnshoes

looklikeaship"IsaycuttinghimoffAndheshuts

up

"Shoesyamlooksbetterthanthoselongcarvelas

yougoton,Ibetit'sacaravan,theytoolongtobe

carvelas"hesayspullingafaceandIlookatmy

shoes.Istartedmakingnoisehiswayandhedid

thesameputtinghishandsintheair.

SomeoneclearstheirthroatsandIpullmyself

together.



"Thiswaygentlemen"themansays,Ichucklein

Liya'sdirectionandheelbowedmeinmyrub

makingmegroan.

"Oeehhthisisnice"LiyasaysloudinmyearandI

givehimaboredlook

Themanopensthetwodoorsleadingustothisbig

openroomwithslidingdoorsgoingouttothebeach.

Ismilenoddingmyhead.

"Isthiswhatithinkitis?"LiyasayssmilingandI

nod

"Iloveit,hassheseenit?"HeasksandIshakemy

head

"Entleisalittleunderpressureatthemoment,soI'm

givingherabreatherbysecretlyarrangingour

dreamwedding"IsayandLiyagivesmeashocked

look

"Youalwaysnearhersoyou'llbemyinsideman"I



sayandheshakeshishead

{Ayanda}

TodayNandewentoutleavingmeandMrhunk

aloneinthehouse.Thedoorbellrangandoneofthe

maidsattendedit.

IheardgigglingsoIcheckeditout.Therestood

Liyemabeingallloveydoveytoanotherwomanin

hismaritalhome.

Theydidn'tseemeastheycameupsoIhidinmy

roomuntiltheywentintothemainbedroom.

Itiptoedtothemainbedroomtolisten.Theywere

havingsex.Igaspedgoingbacktomyroom.



DoitellNandeorkeepittomyself?MaybeIshould

tellherthenshe'lldivorceLiyemaleavinghimfor

me.

Iwaitedallnightforher.Inevercameoutofmy

room.

"Nande"Isayassoonassheentersthehouse

"I'mreallytiredaya"shesaysandIstopher

"Yourmyfriendandyou'vebeennothingbutgood

tomehenceIcan'tkeepthisawayfromyou.

Liyemabroughtawomanhereandtheyhadsex"I

sayandhereyespopalittle

"I'msorry"IsayandsheshakesherheadwhileI

hugher.

Ismiledtomyselfasulaidinbedlaterthatnight.

Tomorrowit'smeandLiyema.



_____________________

ThenextmorningIwokeup,tookabathandwore

mysexylaceunderwear.Withasmallsilkrobeand

Iwenttothekitchentogetsomethingtodrinkwhen

IheardfootstepsandLiyema'svoice.

IquicklycheckedmyselfandIbentdownon

purposeexposingmyass.

"Youmustcoveryourself"hisvoicesaysandIsmile

"Why,it'shot"Isayturningaroundfanningmyself

"YeaIt'shotbabe,leaveher"Nandesayscomingin

kissinghimonhischeekandIlookatherin

confusion.

Whattheactualhell??

[72]



{Zintle}

Myheartpumps.

"Howdoyouguysknoweachother?"IaskAaron

andhesmiles

"Iwasawaiterathertable,lateronthatdayafterI

knockedoffIsawhersittingonthepavementinher

pjsonly.Shesaidsomethingaboutsomeone

comingtofetchhersinceIofferedtotakeher

home"hesaysandInod

"Yousawherinherpjssoyouofferedheraride

home?Andwhywereyouwaitressing?"Iask

standingupandhechuckles

"There'snothingtoworryaboutmylove,she's

marriedtoyourbrotherforcryingoutloud,plusI

wasonlytryingtobeagoodSamaritan,andwhat's

wrongwithmebeingawaiter?"HeasksandIsigh

"Ijustdon'twantusstrugglingfinancially"Isayand



helooksatmewalkingoutoftheroom.

{Mike}

"It'seitheryouwalkbyyourselforI'lldragyou"Isay

atthecryinglauren

"Please,thinkaboutmykids"shepleads

"Youshould'vethoughtaboutyourdamnkidswhen

youdruggedmeandruinedmymarriage"Isayand

shelooksatme

"YourmarriagewasoverbeforeIevenmetyou,soI

didyouafavour"shesays,Islappedherandshe

laughed

"Thatfeelsgood,hitmemore"esayslookinglikea

crazypersonandIshakemyheadtakingoutmy

phonemakingacall.

MeanwhileLaurenwasbusypushingmetellingme



tohither.

{Xhantilomzi}

"Ijustneedyoutofindawaytotakeher

measurements"IsayandLiyagroans

"YouhavetopaymeforthisXhanti"hesays

walkingout

Everythingiscomingalongperfect.Ihavepeople

working24/7onthiswedding.Ihastobeperfect.

EntletoldLiyathatifshehadaweddingshe'dwant

ittobedarkgreenandwhite.Atouchofyellowtoo.

IalreadysentthejetdowntogetEntle'sfamily.

Theydidn'tbudgebutafterlotofconvincingthe

motherAgreed.

I'mgoingoutofmywaytryingtomakethisthebest



weddingforEntle.Iloveherwithallmyheart.

WhenIgothomeshecamedownlookingsexyas

always.

"Uyaphi?"Iask

"Yourbrotherwantsmeandhisnewwifetobond,so

I'mdrivingthere"shesays

"WhataboutmeandAjay?"Iaskandsheshrugs

"There'smeatyoucanjustheatup,Imademogodu

whileyouweregone"shesaysandIsmile

"Didyoumakepap?"Iaskandsheshakesherhead

"Xhantiyouwon'tdieifyoueatitwithbread"she

sayseatingoutofthepot

{Minentle}

TheseZanamenarereallylivinglarge.Xhantididn't

wantmetodriveonmyownsoBrunodroveme.



Reallyboring,thisonedoesn'tmakejokes.

"IfSirseesyousmilingatyourphonelikethathe'll

throwitaway"hesaysandIlookathim

"IjustlovepuppiesBruno,IwishIcangetone"Isay

andhenods

"YeaSirdoesn'tlikedogs"hesaysandInod.

"SoPKsentYou?"Sheaskslookingatme

"Heaskedmetocomehere"Isaytakingoffmycoat

"Andoh,Youbetterdropthatattitude.Youengaged

totheseniorofthesiblingsandthatdoesn'tmean

youhavetolookdownontherestofus"Isaywitha

boredtone

"I'msorry,it'sjustthatIlostmyjobnowIdon'tknow

howI'lllookaftermyson"shesaysandInod

"Let'stalkinthekitchen.I'mhungryandIbetyou

R500thatmyfianceisgoingtopullup"Isayand

shelooksatmeandishakemyhead



"IthoughtIwasdreaming"shesaysandIchuckle

"Don't...Youmakingmefeellikeacelebrity"Isay

smiling

"Youare,didyouseewhatyoudidforthosekidsat

theorphanage.Attheclu-placewhereIusedto

workI'dseegirlstalkingaboutyouEVERYDAY"she

saystakingoutwineandIsulkasshebegan

pouringus2glassesofredwine.

"Girlyouhaven'ttouchedyourwineyet"shesays

andIchuckle

"Wifey!"Xhanti'svoicevibratesthroughthehouse

makingmejump

"Thislooksnice"PKsayscominginafterXhanti

IsawXhantigivemethatlookwhenhesawthe

wineinfrontofme.



Hecametowardsmeandgavemeadeepkiss.

Probablytryingtocheckifidrankedwine.Iraised

myeyebrowathimwhenhebrokethekissandhe

chuckledkissingmyforehead.

{PK}

"So?"Sheasksdistractingmefromthekissing

sceneInfrontofme

"Uhyea,it'sadeadendbabebutyourbossdiedon

thescene"Isaylying

"What'sgoingtohappenwithmeandnkosinow?

Theonlyreasonwhymomisn'tcomplainingis

becauseI'mpayingheralotofmoneytolookafter

herowngrandchild"shesaysholdingherheadand

Iembraceher.

IseeXhantiandEntlelookingatuswith

questioninglooksandIshakemyhead.



"GangGang!"Femalevoicesandheelsclickingon

tilesinterruptus.

Asebrokeoutofmyholdandrantothegirls.Both

areveryloud.

Entlelooksatthemwithherhandsonherhips

"Ohno,Youhangingwithhernow?"Theonegirl

sayslookingatEntle

"Whatisshedoinghere?"SheasksandEntlegoes

forwardtothegirlandXhantiisbehind.

"Mypresenceisapresentgetyourfilthyassoffthis

property"shesaysclappingherhandsinthisgirls

face

"Goddon'tlikeuglygirl"shesaysandEntlecloses

thespacebetweenherandthisgirl

"ThenIguessGoddon'tlikeYoubitch"shesays

andIlaughlookingatXhantiandhepullsEntle



awayfromthegirl

"XhantiI'mnotleavingmna,thesetrashcansgotto

leave...Asemahle?"Entlesaysafterawhile

"Didyoujustcallmeatrashcan?"Thesamegirl

asks

"Vele,trashcan..nottrashcannot.There'sroomfor

improvement,Ase?"ShesaysagainandAselooks

atthegirls

"I'msorryguys,maybeweshouldgooutsometime"

shesaysleadingthemtothedoorwhileEntlewas

busyshoutinggoodbyealltheway.

"DamnEntleyourusty"Isaychuckling

"ThefriendssomeofuskeepPK"shesaystaking

theglassandgulpingitdown.Shepullsaface

realizingwhatshejustdrankedandsherantothe

nearestbinthrowingupallthewine.

"Morningsicknesswillhumbleyou"Xhantisays

givingherwaterandshegiveshimawarninglook.



[Continuation]

{Lauren}

"Babyplease,Ineedyou...andImissthekids"

Michealsaysoverthephone

"Michealwebothknowyou'llabusememoreofnot

killmeifireturnhome"Isay

"I'msorry,Ireallyam,Itwon'thappenagain.Please

comehome"hesaysandIsigh

"FineI'llwaitforyouatthepark,we'lltalkthat'sit"I

sayandIhearhimbreatheoutbeforeIcutthecall.

Itwouldn'thurtseeinghimright?He'smyhusband

andIlovehim.

{Zintle}



I'vebeenwaitingforAarontoreturnbuthedidn't.

It'salmostmidnightandIjustfinishedwiththe

secondbatchofbiscuits.

Itriedcallinghimoncemorebutitwentto

voicemail.

WhenIdecidedtoretiretobedthedooropened.It

wasprobablyhim.

"Itriedcalling"Isayandhesighs

"Phonewasdead"hesaysgoingtothebathroom

"WherewereYou?"Iaskinconcern

"Sheepescapedonthefarm,lookslikesomeonedid

itonpurpose.Meandtheotherswentsearchingfor

everylastsheep"hesaysandInod

"Ihavetogoback"Isayandhelooksatme

"Home,MybrotherisgettingmarriedSoonandI

havetobethere"Isayandhecomesto



me,embracingme

"Let'sgotogether"hesaysandIfrown

"Don'ttheyneedyouonthefarm?"Iaskandhe

shakeshishead

"Theycanworkwithoutme,businessbackinthe

cityalsoneedsattention"hesaysandIrollmyeyes.

Ifhe'stalkingaboutbeingawaiterthenhecan

forgetaboutit.He'smyboyfriend,heneedsareal

job.I'lltryaskingmydadforsomething.AllIknow

isthatnomanofminewillservepeoplelikesome

slave.

{PK}

I'vebeenlookingatherthewholetimeNotsayinga

word.Shehasranoutofpositionstositin.

"WhatdoyouhavetosaytoyourselfAsemahle?"I

askandshelooksatme



"Yourgangcominghereunannounced,didyouask

me?"Isayandsheshakesherhead

"Ifyou'renotgoingtorespectmehowwillyourfake

friendsdoThat?Speakingoffakefriends,you'renot

allowedtobefriendswiththemanymore"Isayand

shegasps

"TheonlyfriendyouhaveisEntle"Isayandshesits

upstraight

"EntleandIaren'teventhatclosePhumlani,she'sa

stuckup,shedidn'tdrinkthewineIofferedhernor

didshesayshewantedsomethingelse"

Getreadyforbedyouhaveanappointmentwithmy

designerinthemorning"Isaygoingtobed

{Xhantilomzi}

"Babe?Areyouokay?"IaskEntleonourwayhome

andshenodseatinghersecondburger



"Youshouldn'thavepulledmeaway"shesaysand

Isigh

"You'renotattackingpeopleputtingmybabyin

danger"Isayandshesulks

"Youdorememberthatshe'sthesamegirlwhowas

friendswithyoursisterright?Nony?"ShesaysandI

nod

"Anditfeltlikey'allweregoingtofightaboutthe

pastwhichwasyourexSiya"Isaysqueezingthe

steerlingwheel

"Shecameontomebabeandyouknowit"shesays

cockyandIchuckle

{Minentle}

"Xhantibaby?"Isayasallaswegethome

"Sabawel"Isayandhefrowns

"YoujustateinthecarEntlemara"hesaysandI

giggle



"Notfood,meat...rawmeat"Isaygrabbinghisdick

throughhispantsandhegroans

"Youwantthis?"Heaskskissingmeinmyneck

whilepushinghiserectionagainstmeandImoan.

Xhantipickedmeupplacingmeonthekitchen

islandstillkissingmeholdingmetight.

Hestartedtrailingkissesdowntomybreats

unbuttoningmyshirt.Hewentdowntomy

navel,kissingandplayingwithit.Myhandswereon

hisheadThewholetime.

Heliftedmyonelegupkissingmyinnerthigh.He

camefacetofacewithmyvaginaandhesmiled

"Imissedthisview"hesaysandhetookadeep

breathinandout

"Smellslikeitbelongstome"hesaysandIchuckle.



Hedivedstraightintomyvaginaandhestarted

eatingmyvagina.Slurpingmyjuices.Histongue

penetratedmyvaginaandhewiggleditinside

makingmelosemymindasIarchmybackas

pleasureovertakemybody.

HestartedlickingandeatingmyvaginafasterandI

feltmybodystiffen

"That'sitbaby"hesaysandmytoescurlashis

voicesentshiversdownmyspine

"Cumfordaddy"hesaysandmyeyescloseshutas

anorgasmhitmehard.

Mybodystartedtremblingasasawaveofpleasure

washesoverme.

WhenIopenedmyeyesXhantiwasstarringatme

withasmile,coochiedrippingfromhisbeard.



"Ineededthat"Isaywithafaintsmileandhepicks

meupbridalstyletakingmeupstairs

"Iwantdick"Isaywhileyawningandhechuckles

"You'llgetthattomorrow,fornowyourest"hesays

andmyeyesclose

"Iloveyou"Isaybeforesleepovertakesmybody.

[73]

{Minentle}

"TheonlyfreetimeI'llgetislunch,Iusuallyspend

lunchtimewithhimbutIcantalktohimaboutthis"

Isayscratchingmyhead

"Thatwilldojustfinesweetheart"shesaysandI

dropthecall

IsighasIthinkabouthowwrongiwasforkeeping

mydistancefromMrsJama,butthenagainshekept

ontalkingabouthowSiyaandIweremeantfor



eachotherandthatIshouldprayforour

relationship.

Shewaslegitdisrespectingmyrelationshipwith

Xhanti.WhatIshouldn'thavedonewaskeepAjay

fromher.

IfinishedupwithbreakfastandIheardAjayand

Xhanticomingdow.Ilookatmymanaslastnights

eventscametomymindandIsmile.

"Youlooklikeacatwhostolemilk"hesaysputting

thenoisyAjaydownandIgivehimakiss.

"Andthenwena?What'shappening?"HeasksandI

pullasadface

"Ican'thavelunchwithyoutoday"Isayandhe

looksatme

"Ajaysgrandmotherwantstotalkwithme"Isay

holdingmybreath

"OnlyifBrunotakesyou"hesaysandInodgiving

himhiscoffee



_____________________

LunchtimecameandBrunowasalreadywaitingfor

meoutside

"Bruno?caniaskyouaquestion?"Isaythroughout

thesilentdriveandhesighsheavily

"NobutI'msureyou'regoingtoaskanyway"he

saysandIchuckle

"Whydon'tyouhaveagirlfriend?"Iaskandhelooks

atme

"Areyougoingtoanswerme?"Iask

"Yousaidyouwantedtoaskmeaquestion,You

neversaidthatIneedtoanswerthisquestion"he

saysseriousandIbackoffnodding

"Ihaveaquestionthough"hesayslateron



"Whymyboss?"HeasksandIfrown

"Idon'tunderstand-"iscreamasheswervethecar

totheright

"Eversinceyoucameintohislifehe'sbeenweak,all

Iknowisifyouweren'taroundBank'swould've

beendeadbynow"hesaysandmyheartbeats

"Xhantitookmeofftheradar,IpersuadedXhanti

intogoingforBank'ssister,Ifeelguiltybecauseifit

wasn'tforme...Xhantiwouldn'thavehadtodeal

withthattraitorofawoman"hesaysstopping

infrontofamilkshakeshop

"Sowhatnow?Youwanttokillme?"Iask

"GetXhantitokillBanksor.."hesayslookingatme

throughthemirror

"Idon'tanswertoyou"Isayexitingthecar

slammingthedoorhard.

"Thisiscomingoutofyourpaycheck"Isaykicking

thesidemirroruntilitbroke



"YouthinkI'mthoseweakassgirlsyoulayupwith

onadialy"Isay

"Whodoyouthinkyouare?HeasksandIdiginto

mybagtakingoutmycrownplacingitonmyhead.

IlookedathimasIdidaturn.

"YoubestbelievethisiswhoIamandnotyouor

anyfakeasscanmakemefeelotherwise"Isay

waltzingintothestore

InsidethestoreisawMrsJamaseatednearthe

Windows.Whenshesawmeshesmiledstanding

up.

"Gladyoucouldmakeit"shesaysandInodsmiling.

{Xhantilomzi}

IwaslookingatthescanphotoinmyofficewhenI

receivedacall.ItwasfromBanksIansweredit.



"Thisbetterbegood"Isay

"Youhavetostopbeingacockblock"hesaysandI

chuckle

"Tellyourmentostopwatchingmywife,dothatand

I'llstopsendingcopsyourway"Isayandhegroans

"XhantiI'mlosingmoneythisway"hesaysandI

sigh

"Tellyourmentostopwatchingmywifeandmove

backtobelguimwithdaddy"Isayandthere'salong

pause

"Finesheain'tworthiteither"hesaysdroppingthe

call

"Yohbabe,thenerve"Entlesayscominginwithout

knockingandshemakesherselfcomfortableonthe

couch

"Goonguess"shesaysandIlookather

"Guesswhat?I'mlost"Isayandshechuckles



"Guesswhatthatwomantoldme"shesaysandI

pullaface

"Ahhh....sheee-"

"ShewantsmetogiveAjaytohersinceIthrewher

babysoninjail!"Sheshoutscuttingmeoff

Shestandsupandstartpacingupanddown.

"Babecalmdown"Isaystandingup

"Don'ttellmetocalmdownXhanti,firstitwasher

son,nowher.Howsickisshe?"Shesaysfrustrated

"Baby,Entlestopthinkaboutthebaby..breathein

andout"Islowlysay

"Thebabyisfi-aaahhh"shesaysholdinghertummy

andIruntoher

"Babybreatheokay?Iwon'tlethercomecloseto

Ajay...deepbreathsinandout"Isayandshe

followsme

{Ayanda}



Thingsaresomewhatweirdinthishouse.Ever

sincethatencounteralotofgirlscomeherebutI

neverseethemleave.WeirdIknow.

IwasbusymakingasandwichwhenIfeltwarm

breathonmyneck.Mybodyfroze.Hetouchedmy

armwithhisfingertips,slowlygoinguptowardsmy

neck.

Mypantiesaredrenchedinjuices.Ifeelsomething

wetonmyneckandInoticeditwashistongue.Ilet

outasoftmoanashisotherhandsnakesaround

mywaistpushinghisboneragainstmybubblebutt.

___________________________

Yohguys,kubandaintoefananamasende

Iowey'allalotofinserts.



Busytypinginthecold

Enjoy

[Continuation]

{Nande}

AsplannedIwalkintothekitchenasquietasI

could.ThereLiyemawasbusywarmingupour

guest.

IwenttowardasIstartkissingliyemasback.Heled

myhandtoAyanda'sassmakingmesqueezeitand

shemoaned.Shehasn'tlookedbackyet.

Hepulleddownherpantiesmakingherbendfoward.

Ipulleddownhisboxersrubbinghisdickinthe

process.



Isuckedonitforafewtimeswhilehewasbusy

playingwithAyanda'svagina,itwaswetfrommy

view.

Iguidedliyemasdickintohervaginaanditslipped

throughandInearlylaughed.

Liyemastartedfuckingherhardandshejust

moaned.Hehititforafewtimesandhewithdrew

hisdickfromhervaginaleadingittoherass.

Hepusheditinanditgotstickalittle.Hepressedit

inandshegroaned.

Hestartedfuckingherharduntilhewas

satisfied.Whenhewasdonehewipedhimself

throwingthetowelatherandhekissedme.She

chuckleswhileturningaround.



ShefrozewhenshesawmekissingLiyemaandI

smiledather.Shequicklytookthetowelcovering

herselfrunningupstairs.

"Phaseonecomplete"LiyemasayschucklingandI

nod

{Xhantilomzi}

"Soyoumanagedtogetherfittings?"IaskLiyaand

henods

"Soallthat'sleftaretherings"hesaysandIsigh

"Whataboutabigbluediamondwithlittlediamonds

surroundingsit?"HesaysandIfrown

"Entlelikesthefinerthingsinlife,itmustbe

somethingdecent,plainyetbeautiful"Isaysmiling

andLiyarollhiseyes

"Intoni?Igotgame"Isay

"GamerecognizegameXhanti"hesays

"What!Irecognizecame"Isaywithaalmosthigh



pitchvoice

"GamerecognizeXhantiandyou'relookingkinda

unfamiliarrightnow"hesaysinmyface

"Ican't-WheresXhantilomziZana?CanIhelpyou

sir?"Hesaysbendinghisheadsidewayslookingat

mewithaconfuseslookandIswathimaway

cleaningmyteeth

"Peoplearegoingtoexpectyoutogoalloutonthe

weddingring"hesays

"Theactualopinionthatmatterismyfiances"Isay

andhenods

Almosttheremylove.Soonwe'lltietheknot..

{Minentle}

"Idon'tmeananyharmEntle"Siyasaysoverthe

phoneandIsigh



"Youhave30seconds"Isay

"That'stoolitt-"

"29"Isaycuttinghimoff

"Okok,I'msorryforeverythingididtoYou,toAjay

andIknownothingIsaynordowillevermakeyou

forgiveme"hesays

"24"Isay

"Pleasedon'tkeepAjayawayfromme,Therecan

evenbeascedualandifit'samustI'llcommunicate

throughXhantiwithyou"hesaysandIkeepquiet

"20"Isayandhesighs

"FineI'llgototherapy,I'llbebetterformyson's

sake,PleaseEntle.You'realotofthingsButnota

bitterwoman"hesaysandIrollmyeyes

"Iwon'tkeepyoursonawayfromyou,butonescrew

upandyou'retoast"Isay

"ThankyousomuchEntlethismeansal-"Ihearthe

excitementinhisvoiceandIcutthecall



Ihopethisactisreal.Idon'twanthimcausing

troubleoncehefindsoutI'mcarryinganothermans

child.Siyaisoneselfishtoxicperson.

{Zintle}

Ithoughtuscomingbacktothecityisuscatchinga

breather.Aaronisalwaysworkingatthatdamn

restaurant.

TonightIdecidedtofollowhimtothisrestaurant

wherehe'sworking.

Heparkedandusedthestaffonlyentrance.

Iputonmybigsunglassesandscarf.Igetshown

toatableandawaitresscametome



"Goodeveningmynameis-"

"YeayeabutIwantthatguytobemywaiter"Isay

pointingatAaronspeakingtoacoupleatatable

"Uh,ma'amunlessSirAaronisrequestedorthere's

importantpeopleintherestaurant,hewon'tserve

justanyone"shesaysandIglareather

"ExcusemeyoungladydoyouknowwhoIam?"I

sayhysterically

"Andwho'sthis?"Iasktakingoutmyphone

showingherapictureofEntleandshesmiles

"AhyestheMrsZana,SirAaronservedher"she

saysandInearlyscreaminherface

"WellI'mZintleZana,sisterofthehottestandrich

brotherbachelor's"Isaysmilingbutshedoesn't

"GETMEAARON!"Ishoutandthewholerestaurant

looksatmeincludingAaron

Hiseyespopoutwhenhesawme,itwasmixedwith



anger.Hequicklycamemywaygrabbingmebythe

armdraggingmetothekitchen.

"Keepworking!"Heshoutstothepeople

"You!"Hesayspushingmeintoanoffice

"WhatthehelliswrongwithYou?Youfollowingme

now?"HeasksandIlookatme

"Oh...Iknowwhatthisis.You'recheckingifireally

workhere"hesays

"Andyoudonowquit,I'mgettingyouanewjob.You

havequalifications...helllet'sopenyourown

restauran"Isayandhewalkstothedrawer

searchingforsomethinginside.

"Here"hesaysthrowingmewithpapers

"NoteverythingisAboutmoneyZintle"hesaysand

Ireadthepapers.It'sacontact,therestaurants

name.



Guiltwashesoverme.Ifeelsoembarrassedright

now.Ican'tevenlookhiminhisface.

"Justbecauseyouhadabloodsuckerasa

boyfrienddon'tmeanI'mone"hesayssnatching

thepapersawayandwalkingoutof'his'office.

______________

[74]

{Ayanda}

I'vebeenlockedupinmyroomfor2days.They

keeponknockingbutIdon'tanswerthem.

WheredoIstart?HowdoItellthemthatIenjoyed

thewholething?WhatifNandeonlyplayedalongto

avoidfightinginfrontofme?



Ihavetofacethemsoonerorlater...

{Xhantilomzi}

"Iseverythingready?"Iask

"Reallynow?Yeseverythingisready,allthat's

neededisLiyatakingEntletoaspa"PKsays

"DoesLiyaremembertheplan?Idon'twantany

screwups"Isaylookinginthemirror

"Youreallyaregrowingup"ThandosaysandIlook

athim

"Youalwaysspokeabouthowyouwantedakiller

bachelorpartywhenyougetmarried,lookatyou..

sober"hesaysandIgrin

"I'mmarryingtheloveofmylife,motherofmy

currentandfuturebabies"Isayandtheymake

noise

{Minentle}



"Youareadarling"Isaymoaningasthemasseuse

grindmybones

"I'monlydoingthisforthebaby,seeitasapre-

babyshowergift"HesaysandIchuckle

"Liyawhereareyoutakingme"Iasklookingoutthe

Windows.

"Wearegoingtoplayagame,you'llloveit"hesays

stoppingatanabandonedbuilding

Hegotoutandopenedthedoorforme.

"Westophere"hesaysandIstop

"Whereareweexactly?"Iaskandhetakesacloth

outofhispocket

"Sincethegamestartswithyou,you'llbeblindfolded

first"hesaysandIlookathimforalongastime

hopingtohearthathe'smakingajoke



"Nothingisgoingtohappenwithyoutrustme"he

saysputtingontheblindfold

"Howmanyfingers?"HeasksandIshrug

"Perfect"hesaystakingmyhandleadingmeto

wherever

Iheardadooropenanditfeltsomewhatlightwhere

wewere.

"Thisway"Liya'svoicebringsmeback

"We'regoingtogetyououtofthisgrannydress"he

saysunbuttoningmydress

"Thiswashandstitchedifyou'dliketoknow"Isay

helpinghim

"Byyourgranny?"HesaysandIswatmyhand

hopingtohithim

"Putthison"hesays

"ThisbetternotbeajokeLiyaotherwiseIwon'ttalk

toyoueveragain"Isayandhegiggles



"Whataretheheelsfor?"ask

Thedresswasreallytight.NothingIcouldn'thandle.

Feltlikeaglove.whateverI'mwearingIwantit.

"Forhowlongamugoingtobeblindfolded?"Iask

aswe'renowdriving

"Come,getout"hesaysasIhearthedooropenand

close.Mysideofthedooropenandhetakesmy

hand

"Entleyou'remakinguslate"hesayspullingme

{Xhantilomzi}

"What'stakingthemsolong?"IaskPKfeeling

nervous

"Liyajustletmeknowthattheyarefacedwitha

dilemmanow"ThandowhispersandIlookathim



"Entlejustfoundoutwhatisgoingdownandshe's

acryingmess"hesaysandmyheartbeats

"Ishouldgoseeher"Isaysteppingoffthealtarand

Thandostopsme

"It'sbadluck-"

"Idon'tcare,mywifeneedsme"Isaywalking

throughthecrowdandtheirroar

"It'sstillfiance...justsoyouknow"IhearThando

say

IgotowhereEntlewasandIcanhearthecries

fromoutsidethedoor.Iopeneditandthereshe

wasinthebeautifuldress,she'snotsupposetocry

now.

"Baby?"Isayandshelooksatme

"B-babe"shesaysandshestartscryingallover

againAndiembraceher



IsignalLiyaandthemakeuppeopletogiveus

somespace.

"Baby,mfaz"Isaycuppingherfaceandshelooksat

mewithawetface.Itookoutmyhandkerchiefand

Iwipedherface.

"What'sthematter?Youdon'tlikeit?"Isaylooking

intohershinyweteyes

"Iloveit,it'samazing,whoeverhelpedyouhastaste"

shesaysandIclearmythroat

"ThatwouldbeIandthankyou"Isayadjustingmy

bowtieandshechuckles

Ajaycamerunninginlookingsmartwithhis3-piece

anddreadlocks.

"Ohmybabyyoulookhandsome"shesayspicking

himupandplacinghimonhislap

"Thankyoubaby,Idon'tknowhowI'lltopthisoff"

shesaysandIkissedheronherforehead



"Topitoffbysayingyesatthealtar"Isayandshe

giggles

"It'sbadlucktoseethebridebeforetheactual

wedding"shesaysandIcleanmyteeth

"Youbeenmywifesinceforever,let'snotkeepthe

people"IsaytakingAjayleavingEntle

{PK}

Mybrotherreallyoutdidhimself.Thechurchlooks

amazing.IwinkatAsemahleinthethirdrowof

seatsandshewinkedbackmakingmechuckle

Themusicstartsanditwasathousandyearsby

ChristianPerry.

*heartbeatsfast

Coloursandpromises



Howtobebrave?

HowcanIlovewhenimafraidtofall

Allofmydoubt

Suddenlygoesawaysomehow

Onestepcloser

Ihavediedeverydaywaitingforyou

Darlingdon'tbeafraid

Ihavelovedyouforathousandyears...

Butwatchingyoustandalone

Allofmydoubtssuddenlygoesawaysomehow

Onestepcloser

Entleshockedthecrowdwithheramazingdress.I

lookedtomyrightandIseeThandogivinghimhis



handkerchief.Ishecrying?Unbelievable..

________________

[Continuation]

{Minentle}

MyheartmeltassoonasIheardtheentrancesong.

WhenIlookedtomyleftIseemyunclecoming

towardsmewithasmile.

"Boeta"Iwhisperwithtearsinmyeyesandhegive

meahugtakingmyarmwalkingmedowntheisle.

XhantiandIlockeyesandmylipstrembleasIwalk

towardsthealtar.Iseehimwipinghisfacewitha

handkerchiefandIgiggleasateardropdownmy

cheek.

"Takecareofher"hesaystoXhantiandhenods

givingmehishandhelpingmetothesecondstep.



Hecomesclosertokissmebutthepastor

separatesusclearinghisthroatandthecrowd

laughs.

"Thecouplesagreedtosaytheirownvows"the

pastorsaysandmyeyespopout.Ididn'tprepare...

"Xhantilomzisaidhe'llstart"thepastorsaysandI

lookatXhantiwithaheartbeatingfast

"Baby,loveofmylife,motherofmycurrentand

futurebabies....Iloveyousomuch.Ineverdreamed

ofarrangingmywedding"hesaysandthecrowd

makesnoise

"EwepeopleIdidallofthis,formybaby.Ilove

everythingabouther,howshelooksinthe

Morning,herbaddays,goodones.Youmakemefeel

somethingthatI'veneverfeltbefore,youmakemy

palmssweaty,kneesweak,stomachturn.Iwantto

feelthatfortherestofmylife,thatmeandIwantto



bewithyoufortherestofmylife.Ourjourney

togetherstartstoday,Iloveyou.."hesayscoming

fowardandIpoutmylipsandPKpullshimback

makingthecrowdlaughs

"MsKhoza?"Thepastorsaysbringingmebackand

Iclearmythroat

"Idon'tknowwhattosay,whatawow"Isaywipping

mytearswithatissue

"FirstofAll,baby...Xhanti,Iloveyouwithmyall.I

can'tseemyselfwithnobodyelsebutyou.You

showedmelovewhenIdidn'texpectitandIcanbe

apainintheassbutyouseemtohavethatunder

controlprettygood"Isayandhewipeshis

shouldersgivingacockysmile

"Ican'tstopcryingthisis..."Isayandalumpforms

inmythroatstoppingmefromtalkingandIcry

"Moeniesostoutweesnie(don'tbenaughty)"Ihear

mymothersvoiceandIlookaround.OhGodI

startedcryinguncontrollablyandXhantiembraces

me.



Ihearthecrowdmakingthosencaawsoundand

Xhantikissingmyhead

"My..mytiaraXhanti"Isaywigglingmyselfaway

fromhimandpeoplelaugh

"DoyouMinentleKhozatakeXhantilomzitobeyour

weddedhusband,tohaveandtoholdfromthisday

forward,forbetterforworse,forricherforpoorer,in

sicknessandinhealth,tolove,cherish,andtoobey,

tilldeathdouspart?"HesaysandInod

"Ido"IsayandheaskedXhantithesame

"Ido"hesays

"Now,isthereanyoneherewhodoesnotwishfor

thiscoupletogetmarried?"Hesaysdirectedtothe

crowdandwelookatthecrowd

"Verywellthen,Inowpronounceyouhusbandand

wife.Youmay-"Xhantigrabsmeandkissedme

beforethepastorcouldcompletethesentenceand



thecrowdroars

ThekississoniceIwrapmyarmsaroundhisneck

andhishandssqueezemyass.Someomeclears

theirthroatandwebreakthekissapologizing.

{Xhantilomzi}

Finallyshe'saZana.She'slegallymywife.God

damnshelooksasperfectasIimaginedherinthe

dress.Cleavageoutaswellasthecurvesandass.I

haveonebeautifulwife...

"BabyThisisbreathtaking"mywifesaysaswewalk

outthereceptiontothebeachandIchuckle

"Iwashopingyou'dlikeit"hesaysandIhughim

"HowyoupulledthisoffIhavenoidea"shesays

stoppingandIkissheroncemore



{Ayanda}

XhantilomzimadesurethatIdon'tevensetmyfeet

outthehousetoday.Hemadesuretoletmeknow

andunderstandthathe'swatchingmeandany

wrongmovementfrommysidewillbefatal.

Nowihavetowatchtheirweddingliveonsocial

media.Thissucks.EntleandIstillhaveascoreto

settle...

{Nande}

LiyemaandIwerewatchingthewedding.Seems

likeeveryonewantedtoseewhothehandsome

bachelorisgettingmarriedtoafteralltheseyears

"Weshouldgetabiggerweddingthanthat,didyou

seeherring?Itmust'vecostafortune..Youshould

alsosurprisemelikethat"Isaysmilingandhe

sighs



"Youknowwherethemoneycomesfromand

unlessyougetupandstartmakingfriendsour

richeswillrundry"hesaysstandingup.

{Lauren}

"SoIcan'tcome?"IaskLiyaoverthephone

"YouknowhowEntlefeelsaboutYou,Idon'twantto

ruinherday"hesaysandIcleanmyteeth

"Whatever,whoneedseheranyways"Isaydropping

thecall

"Lauren!"Myhusband'svoiceroaresthroughthe

houseandIjump

"Inherebaby"Isayandthedoorfliesopen

"Youbitch!"Hesaysrushingtowardsmeslapping

meintheprocessmakingmefallonthefloor

"Ifoundoutwhatyou'vebeenupto"hesayspicking

meupchokingme



"I'msickandtiredofyou"hesaysopeningthe

balconydoortakingmetothedeck

"Seehowfardownitis?"Heaskspushingmyhead

overtherailandIscream

"Shutup"hesaysslappingmewithhishandinmy

face

"Igaveyoueverythingandthisishowyoureturn

thefavour?"HesaysscratchinghisheadwhileI

shakemine

"Youbelongtome"hesaysandmyliptrembles

Helooksatmeasimholdingontotherailandhe

runstowardsme.

"Micheal!"Iscreamandhedvesoffthebalcony

takingmewithhim.

_____________________



Thecouplefalltotheground.Theirbodiescame

intocontactwiththegroundmakingathudsound.

Brainsscatteredonthefloor...

[75]

{Xhantilomzi}

"Okthanks"Isaydroppinggthecall.IlookatEntle

asshewasbusylaughingandtalkingwithher

family.

Noiwon'ttellher.Thedoctorsaidnostress,it'snot

goodforthebaby.

IwalktothebarandIorderedaglassofwhiskey.

"Judgingbywhatyou'redrinkingI'mguessingyou

foundoutaboutEntle'sfriend"PKsayspattingmy



shouldersittingdown

"Isaygoodriddancetobadwaste"Mikesaysalso

sittingdownonmyleft

"That'showshewasgoingtodieanyway,bythe

handsofherhusband"hecontinuesandIsigh

"Shehaskidsthough,what'sgoingtohappento

them?"Iask

"Thekidsaresafe,sheshould'vethoughtabout

theminthefirstplace,nowshe'sdead"PKsays

takingasipofhisbeer

"Baby,canihavethisdance?"Mybeautifulwife

saystakingmyhandkissingmeanddragingmeto

thedancefloor.Westarteddancingtothinkingout

loud.Herheadwasrestingonmychest.

Soonpeoplejoinedusonthefloorandthemood

wasromantic.



"Youlooktroubledhusband"shesaysemphasizing

thewordhusbandandIsigh

"Letmestressandbetroubledalone,youdon'tneed

thattypeofnegativityrightnowespeciallyinyour

condition"Isayandshelooksatme

"Laurenisdead....apparentlyherhusbandkilledthe

bothofthem"Isaystaringintoheeyesandshe

stopsdancing

{Minentle}

DidIhearhimcorrectly?Laurenisdead?Killed?

Thisisallmyfault...Ishouldn'thavepushedher

awaylikethat

"Babeareyouokay?"Xhanti'svoicebringsmeback

IlookathimasmyvisionbecameblurryandIstart

walkingbackbumpingintopeopleonthedance

floor.



"Sorry"countlesslysayasitrytoshyawayfromthe

crowd

"Entle!"XhanticallsoutbutIrantothebathroom

insteadclosingthestall.

IstartcryingasIthinkofwhatagoodfriendshe

hasbeentome.

"Entlebaby"

"Goaway"ItellLiya

"I'mnotgoinganywhere,thisismyfault...nothing

worksinmyfavour"Isaywithatremblingvoice

"Talktome"hesaysandIsigh

"Laurenisdead,orratherkilled"IsayandLiyais

quiet

"Liya?"Icallout

"Goodforheryazin,she'sungratefulandshedidn't

appreciateyou"hesaysandIgasp



"Ewe,shecalledmeearlieraskingifshecan'tcome

tothewedding,Isaidno...doyouknowwhather

responsewas."HeasksandIkeepquiet

"Shesaidshedoesn'tneedyou"hesaysandIkeep

quietlisteningtomythoughts

"Babyareyoufeelingokay?"Xhantisaystheminute

icameoutofthebathroomandInod

"Let'sjustenjoythenight"Isayandhenods

"Stilldon'tgetwhyyoudon'twantavacation"he

says

"Thatcanbedonesomeothertime"Isaykissing

him

"Wegotkidstolookafterbabe"Isayandhesmiles

"Uthi'we'hesaysandIgiggle

{Nande}



"Soyou'resayingonemoreandwe'llberich?"Iask

inexcitement

"Stinkingrichbaby"LiyemasayskissingmeandI

smile

"Soourrichesliesinyourhandsbutfirstineedto

ruinher"Isayandhenodsstandingup

{Ayanda}

Iwasbusylisteningtomusicwhenmydooropened.

Hisscentfilledmynostrilsandmybodyfroze

"It'sjustme,Ihaveasurprisedforyou"hesaysandI

slowlylookathim

"Come"hesayssmilingandmyclitthrobbedasI

stoodupfollowinghimdownstairs.

"Whatisthis?"Iaskassoonasweenteradark

roomwitharedlight.

"Thisisrevenge"afemalevoicesaysandthedoor



closes

"Nande?"Isaylookingconfused.Shewhistledand

4buffguyscameinnaked

"Youknowwhattodoboys"shesaysandthemen

takemetoabedundressingme

"Whatishappening,Nandewhatisthis!!"Isay

panicking

Mymouthrunsdry.MyscreamsgetmuffledandI

sawonetakingoffhisboxers.Theypushedmeto

thefloorandonepointedhisdickinmyface.Iwas

cryingforhelpbuttheywerejustwatching.

Threeofthemwerenowineachholeofme.They

rapedmeuntilIwasnumb.Ikeptonvomitingas

thisguyfuckedmyface.Hewouldpushhislong

blackdickdeepintomythroatmakingmegag.

"Ahhhh"IscreamasIfeelmyanusstretchingandI

sawthe4thguypushinghisdickintomyasstoo.



Itriedpushingthemawaybuttheguybehindme

heldmyhandsstill...

Whathaveigotmyselfinto??

{PK}

"SoI'msendingmyuncle'sdowntoyourfamilythis

weekend"IsaykissingAseinherneckandIfeelher

bodytenseup

"Thisweekend?Uncles?"ShesaysandInod

"I'mgoingtopaylobolaforyoumylove,itsabout

time"Isaylookingatherandsheshowsnoemotion.

Shestartslaughingwithtearsstreamingdownher

face.

"Ifmyfamilyseesthistheywillprobablyhateme

more"shesausandIfrown



"You'llsee,doesthatmeanIneedtogohome?

Alone?"SheasksandIshakemyhead

"TakeEntlewithyou"Isayandshesighsbutnods

anyways

{Minentle}

"Babeareyouokay?Doyouneedsomethingelse?"

Xhantiasksforthe5thtime

"Stopit,I'mfinesoyoucango,whateverIneedican

orderormake"Isayfrustrated

Xhantihasbeentreatingmelukeaneggafterthe

wholeLaurenstory.Forwhatreasonidon'tknow...

EversincemymommetXhantithey'vebecame

bestfriends.Notevenamonkeycanseparatethem.

Ajayhasbeenstayingwithmyparentsandsiblings

inmyhouse.Idon'tknowifit'spermanentor



something.I'mjustgladthattheyarehere.

"Sowhatdoyousayorratherthinkaboutwhat

claimstobethebiggestandoneofthemost

expensivewedding?"Thenewsladyaskherpartner

andmyattentionshiftstothet.v.

"WellIcantellyouonethingthat'sforsure,thenew

MrsZana'sringismuchmoreworththanmy

house"hesayslaughing

"Doyouthinkthisnewlywedswillmakeit?"She

asksAndhenods

"Thecombinationisjusttooperfect...lookatMrs

KhozaZana,she'stheindependent,humbleandone

oftheenicestwellknownpeopleI'vemet"shesays

smiling

MyattentionshiftstomyphoneandIseea

notification.Itwasaninvitationfromatalkshow.I

dismissedthenotificationandIwentthroughsocial

media.AllIcouldseewasphotosofmywedding.



Re-tweets.

IdecidedtogetoneofXhantiahoodieswithmy

silverwhiteandfluffyslides.Thehoodiewaslikea

minidress.Isatonthecouchlegscrossedwithmy

cupofchamomileteainmyhandwiththeringon.

Itookaselfiefromafullybodyangleputtingatimer

inthecamera.

Ipostedthatpicturewheretheringisvisible

Caption:howI'mspendingmyhoneymoonxoxo.

[Continuation]

{Minentle}

Ilookinthemirror,starringatmynowvisiblebaby

bump.Imaybeonthechubbysidekodwaonecan



seethetummyforming.Ilookatmyfatarms,tights

fullofstretchmarksanddimples.Myboobslooks

morefullsinceIknowIwasneverreallyblessed

whenitcametobreasts.

"NowthisisasightIwanttoseeeveryday"my

husbandcomesinsnakinghishandsaroundmy

bodyandIsmile

"Youjustwanttohavesexwhenyouseemethis

naked"Isaylookingathimthroughthemirrorand

hekissesmyneck

"I'mfeedingmychildEntlesoletmebe"hesays

andIgiggle

"BabyyouknowIloveyouright?"Isayturning

aroundfacinghimandhewhistleswhenhesees

myassinthemirrorandhegrabsmycheeks

nodding

"Don'tyouwanttodashoutquicklyandbuyafew

things?"Iaskandhekissesmylips



"I'llgo,onlyifyoutagalong"hesaysandIthinkfirst

beforeagreeing.

{Xhantilomzi}

It'sachilleddaysoIoptedformygreytracksuit

withwhitesocksandwhite&blackAdidasslides.

MybrotherLunathiwouldprobablylaughatmefor

wearingthis.HehasalotoftheseslidesandI

alwaystellhimhe'sacheeseboy.

MywifeboughtmethesesoIlovethem.I'mher

cheeseboythen.

IprepareEntlesomebacon.Sheclaimsshedoesn't

wantitcrustysinceit'snotnice.Ishouldbasically

justletittouchthewarmpanonceoneachsidefor

3seconds.Abafazi.



"BabeIsmellbacon,Ihope..Ihopeyou'remakingit

forme"IhearhersaycomingdownstairsandI

smilewhenIseeher.

Shewaswearingatracksuitjustlikemine.Withthe

pantshuggingherfatthighsandass.Thebump

wasvisibleandIsmiledthankingGodinmyhead.

Hersize3black&whitesuperstarwassocute.

WhensheboughtmemyslidesIboughtherthose...

"Canwegetmesomefries?"SheasksandIshake

myheadaswe'redrivingtothemall

"Please?YousaidIcanhavefriesoncea

month,eventhoughIwantiteveryday"shesays

"YouknowhowIfeelaboutyoueatingpotatoes

Entle,I'llbuyyouthoseR10onesandthat'sit"Isay

andshelooksatmewithhermouthopen

"Don'teven...Mykidisnotabouttobebornwitha

cheesekopallbecauseyou'recravingforfries.No

andthat'sfinal"Isay



"HowaboutWeinviteafewfriendsovertonight

babe?"Iaskaswegothroughtheislewithpeople

lookingatussmiling

"NonononoNo.."Entlesaysstoppingwhile

lookingatherphone

"Babe?"Isayleavingthetrolleyattendingher

"Babeyouhavetocalmdown.I'llsortthisout

myselfokay?"Isayandsheshakesherhead

"IhavetofightmyownbattlesXhanti"shesaysand

Ilookatherdrivingoff

{Nande}

"Youimbecile!"Heroarsslappingmeacrossmy

faceandIcrybegginghim

"IthoughtIwasdoingtherightthing"isayandhe

kicksmeinmyfacewithhistekkies



"I'mthemanhereandyourarenothing,always

were,alwayswillbe...howcanyoudosomethinglike

this?"Heasksandhespatonmyfaceleavingme

there

"Andgetupsowecangetrich"hesaysandIslowly

standupgoingdownstairs.

WithaswelledupfaceIwasbusytakingout

Ayanda'sorgansbuttingtheminabagwithice.The

restofherbodywechopupandgiveittoliyemas

dog.

{Minentle}

Itiedmyhairtothebackneatly.Puttinglipglosson

mylips.

"Youdon'thavetodothis"Xhantisaysatthedoor



"Youlookamazingbytheway"hesaysandIsay

thankyou

"Doyouneedanything?"Heasksstoppingthecar

infrontofthishugebuildingandInod

"Ineedyoubymyside"Isayandhekissesme

"Welcomeeveryoneandthewaitisfinallyover.

TodaywehavesomeonewhomWe'vebeenwaiting

for,formonthsnow.Igiveyou....theoneandonlyMr

andMrsZana"thepresentersaysandthecamera

shiftstowardsmeandXhanti

Ismilewavingtothebigcrowdinfrontofme.Xhanti

isholdingmyhandgivingsmallwaves.

"Thisisamazing...thepowercoupleisinthe

buidling.Youguyshavenoideawhatanhonouritis

tohavebothofyouheretoday"shecontinuesandI

smile



"Let'sgetrighttoitthen.Iknoweveryoneisupdated

aboutwhatishappeningatthemoment...MrsZana

thisoneisforyou...howdidyoufeelwhenyousaw

whatwascirculatingaroundtheinternet,howdid

youfeel?"SheasksandIgiveabigsigh

"Tobehonest?Iwashurt.Puttingmypastonthe

internetlikethat.Thatwasapartofmylifenoone

shouldhaveknownabout.Idon'tcondonewhatthe

lateAyandaSikodidtomebutthatwasn'tsuppose

tobeherfate.Mostpeoplesaidthatshedeservesit

butactuallynoonedeservesgettingraped.Society

willlabelyouasunworthy"Isayandshenods

"I'mjustgladIhadsupportbackthen"Isayholding

Xhanti

"SoMrZanawaswithyouwhenithappened?"She

askedandIshakemyhead

"Hewasn'tbutI'mthankfulhe'sherenowwherehe

belongs"Isaylookingathimsmilingandhekisses

myhandmakingthecrowdgoeswild....



"Howdoyoudoit?"Sheasksme

"Howdoyoumanagetojuggleeverything?You

haveason,yourownclothingshop,youhelpout

withcharityandhomeless,you'reafulltime

mother...Thelistislong"shesayslaughingandI

smile

"Whenyouhaveasupportinghusbandlikemineall

ofthosethingsyoumentionedisnothing"Isayand

henods

"MrZana,asthehusband...doyoufeellikethere

shouldbelegalstepstakenwiththepersonwho

violatedyourwife"sheasksandhesitsupstraight.

"Thatwentwell,don'tyouthink?Youwerelike

wonderwomanwithallthewisdom"Xhantisays

openingthecarformetogetin

"Itdid,doIreallyhavetomakesalads?"Iaskashe

drivesoffAndhenods



"OhandIforgot,PKwanttopaylobolasoAsehasto

gohome"hesaysandIlookathim

"No"isayAndhechuckles

"Youdidn'tevenhearwhatIhavetosay"hesays

"Ididn'thavetobecauseIknowy'allwantmetogo

withher"Isayandhesnorts

"PleaseI'lldoanything"hesaysandIlookathim

"Finebutkeepthatthought,Ineedtomakealist"I

sayandhelaughs

___________________

{MrsEZana}

"Youhavesomenerve"Isayandshegiggles

"I'magogetterunlikeyou"shesaysandIrollmy

eyes



"Youranawayandgotcaught,don'tlietoyourself"I

say

"Iknewhewasrich,butthatwedding?Iwanthimall

tomyselfnow"shesaysandIclicktongue

"Gobacktowhereyoucamefromorimcalling

security"Isayandshegigglestakingsomeofthe

sconesIbaked

"That'sformydaughterinlaw"Isaytakingitback

andsheraiseaneyebrow

"Thesamedaughterinlawyoudidn'twant?Oh

please..talkaboutdoublestandard's"shesaysand

Ilookatherasshewalksout

"Myson'swillfindyou"Isay

"AllIneedistogettemperedproofthatIsleptwith

XhantithenyoucanhelpmebygivingmehisDNA

soIcansayweslepttogetherCapish?"Shesays

walkingoutblowingmeakiss

Ibangthetableinfrustration.Imaynothaveliked



EntleinthebeginningbutIlatersawthattherewas

nothinglifethreateningabouther.Ithoughtshe

wasgoingtoleavemysonhighanddry.

I'llbedamnedifiletthislittlegirlcomebetween

thosetwo.

[76]

{Minentle}

"You'rereallyshippingmeoff?"IaskXhantiandhe

nods

"It'sfine,Ibetthere'smorehandsomementhere"I

sayfoldingmyarms

"Don'ttestme,I'lldropyouoffinanunknownplace"

hesaysandIclearmyteeth

"Youwouldn'tdare"IsayundermybreathandIsee

himlookingatme.



HemadeasharpleftandIscreamed.

"WhatthehellXhanti!"

"Youdon'tknowmeEntle"hesaysdrivingintothe

woods

"Wherearewegoing?!"Iaskpanickingandhe

keepsquiet

"Getout"hesaysstoppingthecar.

"Pardonme?Canyouseethesunbusysetting?You

can'texpectmetogetout"Isayandhegetsout

andopensthedoorforme

"Phuma"hesaysandIgetoutwithablurryvision

Heslamsthedoorclosedandhegetsintothecar

drivingoff.

"XHANTI!!"IscreambuyhedrivesoffandIstart

runningafterthecarbutI'munfitsoIstopped.

"Where'smydamnphone!"Ishoutsearchingmy

pockets.Thatidiot.



I'vebeenwalkingstraightforawhilenow.It's

gettingdarkandcold.

IcouldseemybreathasIwasbreathinginandout.

Ikeptwalkingandsuddenlybrightlightsblindedme

andIusedmyhandtocovermyeyes.

Thelightsgoesoffandtherewasthecar.Thelight

wentoninsideandtherehewassittinginfrontof

thesteeringwheel.MyeyesbecametearybutI

continuedwalking.

"Babe"hecallsoutbutIignorehim.Ihearfootsteps

comingandtheyarefastmeaninghe'srunning.

"BabeI'msorry"hesayswhenhecaughtupwith

me

"ICOULD'VEDIED"Iscream

"Don'tyougetit?Whatwasallthatfor?Something



could'vetothebaby.Xhantiit'sfreezingcoldwhat

thehellwentthroughyourmind?LeavingyourGod

damnwifeinthewoods?ALONE!Areyounuts??

Youaretheeworstpersonever.Thisisthesecond

timeyouleavemestranded.SECOND!"Ishout

hittinghimonhischest

HetriestouchingmebutIpushhim

"DON'Ttouchm-ehhaaahh"Isayholdingonto

XhantiwithmymouthinanOform

"Baby?Babyplease...breathe"hesaysrubbingmy

tummyandIstartedbreathingfast

"Nono,slow...inandout"hesaysandIslowlyfollow

himbreathinginandoutslowly.

____________________

"Everythingseemsfine,justyourbloodpressure.It's

toohighforsomeoneinyourcondition"thedoctor

saysandInod



"ButthebabyisfinerightDoc?"Xhantiasksandhe

nods.

"Areyousureyoustillwanttogo?"Xhantiaskme

onourwaytoPKshousebutIkeepquiet

"Entleyouhaven'tsaidawordtomeafterwhat

happened"hepleadsbutdololo

IhearhimsighasIadjustmycushionleaningon

thewindowlettingsleepovertakemybody.

IwokeupwhenIfeltsomeomepickingmeup.I

checkedanditwasXhanti.Iclosedmyeyes,I'm

pissedathimbutIwouldn'tsaynotothisfreeride.

"HEY!Lookwho'sh-"IhearAsebutshestops

talking

"Mybad...issheasleep?"Shewhispers



IcanhearhowhardXhantiisbreathingwhile

carryingmeupstairs.

Ifelthimplacingmeonsomethingsoft.Abed.It

wasniceandwarm.Hecoveredmeandkissedme

goodnight.

WhenthedoorclosedIcountedto10before

openingmyeyes.Isatupstraightthinking.Ilooked

aroundandinsaneourbags.Ijumpedupgoingto

myvanitycase.Itookoutmymaskara.Openedit

andthrewtheliquidonthebottomofhistraveling

bag.Iheldthebagupsidedownsotheinkcan

spread.

Ineatlyplacedthebagswhereitwas.Ilookedatmy

hands.Noink,good.Isprinttothebedgettingback

underthecoversclosingmyeyesopeningthem

again.Ihopeididn'ttakethebagwithhiswhite

shirtsin.Ishrug.Heleftmeinthewoods.Ihadto

dealwiththat.Heshoulddealwiththefactthathis



clothesgotruinedalongtheway.

________________

Quickymnandiyaz

Continuationwillfollowafter11

[Continuation]

{{Minentle}

"Entlebabywakeup"Xhantiwhispersinmyear

whileshakingme.IopenmyeyesandIlookedat

him.

"BabyI'msorry...butIcan'ttakethatyou'resleeping

solongwhileyou'remadatme"hesaysandIroll

myeyesmentallynoddingmyheadandhesmiles

asIstandupputtingonmyfluffyslides.



"Lookwhodecidedtowakeupfromthedead"PK

saystheminuteheseesmeandIgivehimatight

smile.

"I'llgoheatupyourfood"Asesaysgoingtothe

kitchen

"IhopeI'mnotimposing,IdidtryexplainingtoPK

thatyouwouldn'twanttojoinmeImreallysorry"

Asesaysaswe'rewatchingbasketballwivesLA

andIlookather

"Whatdoyoumean?"Iask

"Don'ttellmeit'sbecauseIdidn'tdrinkyourwine.I

can'tdrinkwineAse"Isayandshelooksatmeand

isighstandinguptakingoffmythickrobe.Andshe

gasps

"Ohmywordimsosorry...Ididn'tmeanto-ohIfeel

sostupidrightnow"shesays

"Youcould'veaskedmewhatIwantedtodrinklike

anyothernormalperson"Isaygiggling



"IthoughtIcouldimpressyou...Ireallyfeelbad"she

saysafterawhile

"Let'sforgetaboutthat.Iheardwereflyingdownto

easterncapetomorrow.Didn'tknowyourrootsare

sofardown"IsayandIseeherrelax

"YeaIt'sprettyfar.Ijusthopenkosi'sfatherwillact

rightfortheweekend"shesayswithasigh

"Hedeniedthepregnancyatfirst.Hemadeitseem

asifiwantedtotraphim.Thewholevillagemade

funofme.ImovedawaywithNkosi.Started

makingmoneyfromworkingatanightclub.Made

moneyandIhelpedmyparentsmovethissidewith

me.MymomturnedintothisbitterpersonbutIlove

her"shesayswithateardropping....

Thewholedatwewerebusybaking.Asesaidher

familywilllovethem.

"Yourfeetmustbetired.Sitdown"AsesaysandI

gigglesittingdown



{Xhantilomzi}

"Soareyougoingtotellmewhyyoudraggedmeto

Markhamtobuy.....clothesforyou?"PKasks

lookingatthebackseatAndisigh

"Entleispregnant"Isayandhelaughs

"Youguysaren'tevenmarriedforalongtimekodwa

youalreadypumpingbabiesintoher"hesays

"Wefoundout2onthsago...WhenIgotshot,now

she'sjustdisrespectfulwhileusinghersituationas

acrutch"IsayandInarratedthewholewoodsstory

"Ishouldblowyourbrainsoutrightnow.Entleis

yourwife,herunclehandedherovertoyouto

protect.Yousaidyourvows...whatifsomethingis

wrongwiththebabyaswespeak?"HesaysandI

zoneout



"He-yeyiman!"PK'svoicsbringsmeback

"Wena?I'molderthanyousouhavetherightto

beatyou.Getyouracttogether,Minentleis

independent,allsheneedsfromyouislove,loyalty

andreassurance"hesaysandInod

IsmileasIseeherlaughwithAse.Iactedirrational

yesterdayandIhopeshe'llforgivemesinceI

forgaveherfordamagingmyclothes..

{MrsEZana}

"Babapleaseletmegowithyou"Iplead

"Notuntilyou'vehadachangeofhearttowardsmy

daughterinlaw"hesaysandInodsmiling

"IdidIpromiseIdid,Ijustwantsoseeatleastone

ofmyson'sgetmarriedinpersonpleasebaba"I

pleadwithtearsinmyeyesandhelooksatme



"Iza,we'reallgoingtoPumlani'shouseandfrom

therewe'reflyingdown"hesaystakingmybags

andmyheartsmiles.

{Zintle}

"Doctorareyousure?"Iaskandshenods

"Terminateit"Isayandshelooksatme

"Idon'twantthisbaby.TerminateitsoIcango

please"Isayandshenods

Itwasamistake.Aaronmustntfindoutaboutthis.

I'mtakingthistothegrave.

{Liyema}

6millionisalotmoney.Nandehasbeenexcitedfor

whenthecasharrives.I'mgoingtoditchheras



soonasthemoneygetsdroppedoff.Istartedthis

racealonesoI'mfinishingitalone.

___________________

Thecouplewaitedfortheblacktruck.Liyemawas

busysmokingwhileNandewasonherphone

"Heretheycome"LiyemasaysandNandelooksup

Theblacktruckstoppedanddroppedthebagfullof

moneynexttotheircaranditdroveoff.

Liyemawentouttopickupthebag.Hetookthe

heavybagintothecarwithNandesmiling.

"Openit"shesaysandLiyemaclickshistongue

Ontopofthestashtherewasanote

*Thisisformydaughter*



Itsaysandthecouplefrown.

"Don'tlookatme"NandesaysandLiyemastarts

thecar

"We'rerichbaby"NandesaysandLiyemarollshis

eyes

Inthebackseatthedeviceinsidethebagdida

countdown.

TheypulledoffAndtheystartedkissing.Liyema

tookNandeonhislap.Thekisswasfastandrough

"What'sthatsound?"Nandeaskslookingatthe

backseatAndLiyemaspitshisears

HiseyesgrowbigandhethrowsNandetotheright

tryingtoopenhisdoor

"FUUUCCKK!"Hescreams

"What'shappeningLiyema??"Nandeaskswitha

panickingvoice



"There'safuckingBOMB!"Hesaysandshetries

openingherdoortoobutnoluck

LiyemajumpedthroughhiswindowbutNandewas

stillstruggling

"HelpME!!"SheshoutedbutLiyemawasalready

running

Thecarbombedintoflamesandthefirepower

launchedLiyemaacrosstheroadintoanironrod

rightthroughhischest.

[78]

{Minentle}

AsecamedownandshelookedokaybutIknow

she'sjustshieldingherself.Hidingbehindamask.



"Theguysboughteverything,toomucheven"she

sayswhilewe'reunpackingthebags.Theguys

claimit'snottheirjob.

Soonwestartedmarinatingthemeat.

Carsstarteddrivingin.Somanypeople?

IworetheoutfitXhantilaidoutforme.Ablackjean?

AplainXLroyalbluetshir-ohwaitthere'ssomething

writtenonit.Eatingfortwothet-shirtsaysandI

giggle.

IlookattheblackjeanandIshakemyheadgoing

tomybag.Itakeoutmyjeankneehighheeled

bootsandmyblackcyclingtightsunderthet-shirt.

WhenIwasfinishedIlookedlikeasexypregnant

lady.Myhairwastied.



Iwentdowntothekitchengettingmyselfasmall

tuboficecream.ThehousewasemptysoIguess

everyonewasatthebackyard.Iwentthereand

musicbecameclear.

XhantispotmefromthebraaistandandIblowa

kissathim.IspotAsewithLiyaandIgotothem

"Dickthatgood?"Isaysittingdownnexttoliyaand

hescreamswhenhenoticeit'sme

"Youslyfox"hesayslookingatmeandigiggle

"Heputyououtofthegamejustlikethathuh?"He

sayssippinghisciderandInodlookingatthe

beverage.IlooktomyleftandIseeAsetalkingto

herfriendNony.Didn'tIwarnher?

IkeptlookingatthemuntilNonysawmeandAse

lookedatmegivingmethatlookbutIcontinued

catchingupwithLiya.



IseeXhantiapproachingmeandhegreets

everyoneonhisway.

"Youseembusy"Isayandhegivesmeakisson

mylips

"Youlikeruiningmystuff"hesaysandIlookathist

-shirt'drinkingfortwoandIlaugh

"Youcheesy"Isayandheletsmestandup.

Nowwelookliketwins..almost.myshoesandhis

pantsarethesamecolour.Thet-shirtsarejustcute.

Liyastartedtakingpicturesandweposed.Himwith

hisbeerinhishandswhileIstillhadtheicecream.

Pictureslookedcutetoo.

ItwasbusygettinglateandPKwaswasted.Xhanti

hadtohelphimupstairs.

"Entle...Iwanttotalktoyouaboutsomething.I

knowyou'renotgoingtolikeitbutiwantyouto

keepanopenmindtowhatIhavetosay"Asesays



andInod

"TomorrowI'mtakingNonywithme,Iknowy'all

don'tlikeeachotherbutIneedNony...she'stheonly

friendIhave"shesaysandIlookather

"Areyoublind?Don'tyouseemelookingoutfor

You?Wedon'thavealotincommonbutI'mherefor

you.Nonycan'tbetrustedAse"

"ThisisyourbigdaysoIcancompromisejustfor

thetwodays"Isayandshesmiles.

"Iknewyou'dunderstandhenceshecame

prepared,she'sstayingthenightandleavingwithus

tomorrows"shesaysandIfeelmyselfexploding

butIhavetokeepitcoolbysmiling

"Whyareyousleepingintheguestbedroom?"Iask

herwhenweretiretobed

"PKistoooutofit,Hehasonetoomany.I'mgoing

tolethimsleepalonetonight"shesaysandIstop



her

"Areyousureavoidthat?Iaskandshenods

{Pk}

IwassohighanddrunkatthesametimeIcouldn't

evenmovemybody.Myeyescouldn'tevenopen.

Iheardthebedroomdooropening

"Babee,Isthatyou?"Iaskandsheshushedme

"I'vebeenwaitingforthisforsolong"shesaysin

myearkissingmeandIsmile.Ifeelherputting

somethinhonmyeyes.Ablindfold?

Shestartedkissingmegoingdowntomyboxers.

"Youfreaky"Isaygigglingasshepullsdownmy

boxers.HerwarmhardswraparoundmyshaftandI

suckonmybreath.ShegigglesandIfelthermouth



onmydickandIgroan.

Hertonguestartedplayingwithmyheadasheron

handmassagedmylengthydickwhiletheother

wasmassagingmyballsmakingmytoescurlin

pleasure

"Shit...babeThisfeelsamazing"Iwhisperlickingmy

lips

Shepickedupspeedsuckingmydick,deep

throatingit.Mybodyfeltwarm,Mybodystarted

vibrating

"FUCKKK"IgroanasIshotmyloaddownherthroat.

WheneverydroppedgotsuckedoutShekissedme

andIkissedherback

"Seeyouatthenegotiation"shewhispersandI

smileasIhearthedooropeningandclosing.

__________________________



Thankyouforallthehelp

TookalittlelongerthanIanticipatedsinceIraninto

alittleproblem.

Icameprepared.

Imissedallofyou

[Continuation]

{Minentle}

Iwokeupearlythenextmorningpreparing

breakfastforeveryone.Xhanticamedownlooking

fresh.

"Goodmorningwifeyandgoodmorningdaddy's

girl"hesaysgoingonhiskneeskissingmytummy

andIgiggle

"Goodmorningdaddy"Isaygivinghimakissonhis



lips

"Looksandsmellgood,needanyhelp?"Heasksand

Ishakemyhead

"ImissmysonXhanti"Isaydishingoutthe

omelette

"Weekendisallmostoverbabethenyou'llhavehim

inyourarmswherehebelongs"hesayshugging

me

Everyonecamedown.Nonycamedownlastwith

theshortestpjsI'veeverseen.Noneofthemen

noticeisbutIdo.IlookatAseandshesmilesas

sheseesNonycomingdown.

"ThislookswonderfulEntlebutyouknowyou

shouldn'tdoanyheavylifting"AsesaysandIsmile

"Areyousureyou'resuposetocookforother

people'smen?Whatifthisisaplanofyoursto

makePKmarryyouinstead?"NonysaysbeforeI



couldtakeabiteofmysausage.IlookatAseand

she'squietandIchuckleindisbelieve.

I'mnotgoingtoentertainher.Xhanti'shandlands

onmylapsqueezingmytighandIgivehima

reassuringlook.

"Myomeletteisabittoorunnyminddishingme

somethat'slessrunny?"Sheasksafterawhileand

Iputmycutlerydown.

"YoushouldbegladthatIdon'thavemygunonme

girl,butIhaveanalternative"Isaytakingmysteak

knifeandXhantilooksatme

"YoubetteractrightorI'llmakethistripsourforthe

bothofus,Icanbeanightmare"Isaystandingup

andXhantifollows

{Xhantilomzi}



IhavenoideawhyAseinvitedthisgirl.Onethingi

knowisthatIshouldneverinvolvemeinthingslike

thesebutthisgirlisstressingmywifewhichmeans

mybaby.

"Where'sEntle?"TheNonygirlasksmeasI'mbusy

goingthroughafewdocumentsfromwork.

"Younotgoingtotalktome?"Shesays

"IfyouwantafriendtotalktogotoAse"Isayand

myphoneringsit'sEntle

"Baby"Isayansweringandshegigglesmakingmy

heartskipabeat

"Ahhh"Nonymoansintothephone

"Whatthehell?"Isayandshegiggles

"Areyoucrazy?"Isaywalkingtowardsherand

she'sbackingup

ThethoughtsofEntleleavingmejustbecauseof

assumptionmademybloodboilandmyhand



landedonherface.

"I'mnotyourfriendandI'llneverbe.You'reahoe,a

filthyone.Yourtricksmightworkonyourweakass

friend-"

"Let'sseeifyourwifeisweak"shesayswitha

bloodedmouthandIgiveheranotherslaponthe

faceandshescreams

Aserunsdown

"Whatsthisnoise...XhantiDidyou?Ohmywordare

youcrazy?"Shesaysrunningtoherfakefriendon

theground.

"I'llkillyourfriendifshedoesn'tstayawayfromme

andmywife"

Weheardacarandtiressqueaking.Thedoor

closingwithimpact.ThedoorfliesopenandIsee

Entlestandingtherewithabaseballbatonher

shoulders.ShescanstheroomandsheseesNony

ontheground.Sherunstowardsme.TodayIdie.



"BabyIcanexplainit'snotwhatitlooks-"she

attacksmewithahugandmyheartbeatsfast

"Ithoughtyou-you..."HervoicebreaksandIshush

her

"NeverI'dnever"Isay

{Minentle}

Babamentionedhiswifecomingalong.Idon't

knowhowtofeelaboutthat.LasttimeIsawhershe

hatesmyguts.

Inowhavetwopeoplewhoneedstostayaway

fromme.

Thisisgoingtobealongflighttoo.

[79]



{Zintle}

Onethingidon'twanttobeisadisappointmentto

myparents.Beingtheonlygirlcomeswithalotof

responsibilities.

TodayismybrotherstraditionalweddingandI'm

notattendingit.TheabortionIdidtookatollonme.

Aaron?(Sigh)he'sbeenwithmethroughoutmy

journeyeventhoughIcan'treallytellhimthatI

abortedhisfirstchildno.I'mtakingthisonetothe

grave.

Onthebrightside,EntleandIhavebecomepretty

closebutthere'sstillsomethinginmethatfears

tellingherwhat'shappeningwithme.

IloveAaronbutwhosaidhewantskidsnow?Ican't

decideforhim.Soonerorlaterihavetotellhim

what'swrong,hethinksit'sastomachbug.



"Babe?Howdoyoufeelaboutmeetingmy

parents?....Iknowit'sabittooearlybutyouknow

howIfeelaboutyouandyou'reperfectjustforme"

hesaysandIfeelguilty,perfecthuh...Idon'tthinkso

"Nervous"Isaygigglingandhekissesmyhead

"WellItoldthemwhenyou'rereadyyou'llmeetthem.

Nopressure"hesaysandInod

{Minentle}

Igotwokenupbynoisearoundthehouse.Iwoke

upandXhantiwokeupaswelllookingatme

confusedyetsleepyandsohandsome.

"Morningbaby...What'swithallthenoise"hesays

snugglingintomysideholdingmytummykissingit

"Idon'tknow,whomeveritisruinedmysleep"Isay

andhekeptkissingmytummygoingtotheside



bitingmesoflyandIgiggle

"Can'tyouholditinbabe?Weneedtocheckwhat's

goingoninthehouse"IsayrubbinghisheadBut

thekisseswentdowntomytighs

"Give...me...five...minutes"hesayskissingmytights

aftereveryword.

HetapsmysideandIliftmylowerbodygivinghim

enoughaccesstotakeoffmyunderwear

"Mmhh"hesaysbuttinghislowerlip

"Thiscoochieofyoursmakesmecrazy"hesays

andIblush.Thisguymara,hestillmakesmeshy

andgivesmebutterfliesinmystomach....Iloveit

"Ihavetowarnyou..Ihaven'tshaved"Isaywitha

squeakyvoiceclosingmyeyeswithmyhands.Why

isthismanmakingmefeellikeateenager?Ihear

himchuckleinasexystarchythroatandmyclit

startedthrobbing

"Womanmycandyoncefellonthecarpet.Ipicked



itupandIateit.Thehaironyourcoochiedoesn't

meanshit"hesaysandIgasp.Iletmylegsrelax

andhekissesmycoochie

"Yohbabe.."hesayslookingatmyvagina

"Scissornyana?Notevengivethisbushatop?"He

sayslookingatmycoochiefullofhair.Islaphis

headandhelaughs

"NdiyadlalaMaZana"hesaysandIfoldmyarms.

We'rehavingastarringcontestwithmyarms

folded,mylegsopenwidewithmycoochieoutin

theopenandhisheadbeweenmylegs

"We'llthenSir,I'lltakeMybushyassvaginaandI'll-"

hedivedintomycoochieeatingmeoutmakingme

swallowmywords

"OhmyGod"Isaysuckingonmybreathgrabbing

hishead

Heflickedmyclitwithhistonguemakingmytoes

curlinpleasure.



{PK}

"ICAN'TBELIEVEYOU'REJUSTGOINGTOSTAND

THERE!"Aseyellsatme

"Canyoupleasekeepitdown?There'speople

sleepinginthishouse"Isaygoingtothekitchen

andsherunsupstairs

Thesoundofherfootstepscamedownthestairs.

"PKIthoughtyouhadtheflightsorted?Wehaveto

hurryuptotheairportsothatwecancatchthe

quickestplanedown"shesayswalkingupand

downasIstartmakingcoffeeforme

AfterawhileEntleandXhanticamedownandI

smiled

"Ihope'somebody'didn'twakeyouup"Isay

emphasisingthewordlookingatAseandshefolds



herarms

"XwhendidLunathisayhewasgoingtobeready?

Becausewithorwithouthimwe'releaving"Isay

andhenodssittingatthetable

"Hesaidtheywillcatchusattheairport"hesays

andEntlelooksathim

"Myparent's"hesaysandIseeEntle'sfacechange.

"Yourmomtoo?"Shesoflyasksandhelooksather

nodding

"Ey...don'tworry...Igotyou"hesaystakingher

handkissingit

Ilookatmybrotherhopingtofindsome

information.Helooksatmeandgivesmea'later'

lookandInod.

"Soveleeveryoneischilled?Ijustfinishedpacking

ourstuffbutIdon'tseeusmovingtotheairport"



Asesays

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?Andwhere'syour

friend?"Entlesayslookingaround

"Wehavetocatchaflightbuyyouguysarechilling

here.Nony?Shewentoutearly,saidshe'llmeetus

there,henceimworriedbecauseshemightgetlost"

AsesaysandEntleshakesherhead

{Xhantilomzi}

"Babeareyoufeelingokay?"Iaskatthebathroom

door

"I'llbeoutinafe-"shesaysandthevomitstopped

her.Ilistentoherthrowingupsinceshedoesn't

wanttoopenup.AssoonasshecameoutI

inspectedher

"I'mokay...JustMorningsickness"shesaysandI

nod



EntleandIworeourgreytracksuit.Sheoptedfor

herwhiteNikeairforcewhileItookmyblackone's.

Welookedcut.EntlebeingEntlestartedtaking

picturesofusonmyphone.

[Continuation]

{Minentle}

TheshockonAse'sfacewasvisablewhenshesaw

thejet.IgiggleasireminiscemeandXhanti's

moments.

"Soyouknew?"AsewhispersandIchucklenodding

myhead

"Andyoudidn'ttellme?WherethehellisNony?"

Shesayslookingaround.Ohyeathatoneisn'there

yetandIhopeshestaysgone.

"IsaidI'mafriendsaverycloseone.I'mherbest



friend!!"Wehearfromadistanceandweallturn

around.Nonywasbeingdraggedbythearmbya

security

"Heyyoucan'tdothat,PKtellthtolethergonow"

AsesaysandPKsighs.Ihopehedoesn't.Henods

atthesecurityandheletsNonygo.

"Let'sgetgoingpeoplesorryforbeinglate"she

sayspushingthroughgoinginsidethejet

"Nowthisisnice,sisyouhitthejackpot"shesays

lookingatAseandIfrown

IseethewayNonyhasbeenlookingatPKina

weirdflirtyway.Idon'tknowhowAsecan'tseethat

thisisahoe?

XhantiandIwentinlast.Isawhismothersitting

acrosshisdad.ShesmiledatmebutIkepta

straightface.Thisisthesamewomanwhotriedto

doeverythingtocomebetweenmeandXhanti,she

hasn'tevenapologized.Theorgansshehas.



Xhantimadeitcomfortableformebylettingussit

atthebackwherethebedroomwas.We

approachedthelastseatsbutsomeonewas

occupyingthe.I'llbedamned.ItwasNony,relaxing

withchampagneandheadphones.

Itappedtheheadphonesandshelookedupbut

whenshesawmesheclosedhereyes.Ilookedat

Xhantiandhenodhishead.Hetookawayherglass

andgaveittotheguypassinguswithalcohol.He

rippedtheheadphonesfromherheadandthrew

themtothefrontofthejet

"Nowlistentomegoodandlistentomecarefully.

Thisrighthere?Ismywifeokay?Notyours,she's

notevenyourfriend.Youdon'tevenbelonghere

becauseifitwasn'tforyourblindweakassfriendat

thefrontyouwouldn'tbehere.I'veseenandive

hadenoughofyourimmaturebehaviour.IfIever

seeorhearyoutreatingmywifelikeshe'snothing

you'lldealwithme."Hesaysandhelooksathim



frozenstiffandshenodsherheadafterawhile.

Shestoodupquicklygoingtothefront.Ilookat

Xhantiandheholdsmyhand.Ileanclosertohim

andhebendsdowntomylevelkissingme

"Ndiyakuthandavha?"Hesaysgivingmebutterflies

inmystomachandInod

"IsaidIloveyoubabe""hesaysleaningbackandI

giggle

"Iloveyoutoomntungwa"Isaygivinghimapeck

{PK}

"I'mtellingyouAse.IfyourfriendupsetsEntlewhile

she'sinthatstateI'llholdyouaccountableforit"I

sayandhernecksnapsinmydirection

"PumlaniIcan'tplayrefereewiththosetwo-"

"Youwouldn'thavehadtoifyoudidn'tinviteher"I

saycuttingheroff



"Idon'twanttoputyouandEntleinacage,Ican't

choosefriendsforyoubutthisfriendofyoursis

badnewsAse"Isayandshesighs

"Entlesaidthesamething"IshesaysandIlookat

her

"Yeathatoneiswiseyoushouldlistentohermore

often"Isaytakingoutmytablet

{MrsEZana]

"Baba...didyousee?Shehatesme"Isayandhe

looksatme

"Entlewouldn'thateyou.She'snotthattype"he

saysandIbitemylip

"Sowhatshouldido?HowdoIapproachthewhole

thing?"Iask

"Everheardofapologizing?"Hesayssarcastically

"YououtofallpeopleknowI'mbadatapologizing"I



saywhining

"Quitactinglikeachild.Upuntiltodayyoucan'ttell

mewhyyoudon'tlikethatlittlegirl"hesays

"IhaveagrandchildonthewaysoIcan'tnurseyou"

hesaysgoingbacktowatchingismovie

{Zintle}

I'mrecoveringwell.WithAaron'shelpofcourse.I'm

backtomakingvideosformychannel.TodayIwas

givingmymake-uptipsandaquestioncaughtmy

attention

*whywereyouinhospital?*itsaidthenmorewith

shockingemojis.Whatisthis?Ihadadisguiseon.

Theycouldn'thaverecognizedme.

{Minentle}

"HaveyoueverbeentoEastLondon?"Xhantiasks



meandIlookathimshakingmyhead

"Haveyou?"Iaskandheshakeshishead

"Butit'sabitfurtherawayfromwhereI'mfrom"he

saysandIturnmybodyfacinghim

"You'renotfromKZN?OrGuateng?"Iaskclearly

shockedandhechuckles

"Don'ttellmeyouthought...nomammyrootsare

deep"Isaydustingtheinvincibledustfrommy

shoulders

"SeewhatImeanwhenIsayIknownothingabout

you?"Isayandhesmiles

"Okay,I'mthesecondoldestof3brothersand1

sister.IwasbornintheEasternCapeinSterkspruit.

Igrewupnormal-"hesaysandIlaugh

"Yougotjokesbutcontinue"Isay

"AsIsaidbeforeIwassorudelyinterrupted.Normal.

I'mthankfulthatGodledmetothiswonderful

womaninfrontofme,youknowaftermypast

relationshipIdidn'tknowI'dfeelthiswarmfeeling

againbutwithyou...it'sdifferent"hesaysholding



myfacelookingintomysoulifhecould

"Youmakemevulnerable,youmakemefeelhappy

whenIknockoffatworkbecauseIknowwhenI

comehomeyou'llbetherewithyourhomecooked

mealreadyforme,ourfirstsonshowingmehisugly

yetcutedrawingsatthedinnertable.Youmakeit

worthittowakeupintheMorningEntle,you'rethe

bestthingI'veeverhadandeverwillhavesoI'llbe

damnedifimessthis...usup.Ndiyakuthanda

khakhuluMfaz"hesaysandmyeyesdwellupand

tearsfall

"Ireallydoloveyouandwehaveourwholelives

aheadtogettoknowoneanother"hesaysandI

nod

"Youguysaremakingmecry,getaroom"wehear

whilewe'rekissingandwebrokethekiss.Itwas

Xhanti'smotherwipingtears.Couldbecrocodile

tears.

"Ma?"Xhantisaysandshesighssittinginfrontofus

"Entle...Mydear-"shesaysandIrollmyeyes



standingupandXhantigrabsme

"Myeniwamifihavetoapologizeformybehaviour

fineimsorrybutyouknowwhatyourmotherdidto

me,tous"Isayandhesighs

"Babyjusthearherou-"

"NoXhanti,IunderstandandIdeserveit.Hencei

wanttosaysorry,Ididn'tmeanallthoseawful

thingsudid...i-iwasjealousIguess"shesaysandI

lookather

"ChildishofmeIknow.You'rethisindependent

woman,youhaveNoflawsandevenifyoudidyou

hidethemprettywell.I'veseenyourscedualandit's

crazyandIdon'tknowhowyoudothatallby

yourselfwhileyouhadasontoraise.Ithought

becauseofthetitleyoucarryaroundyou'llactlike

you'rebetterthanusandatfirstIdidntknowwho

youweresoIthoughtyouwereagolddiggertoo"

shesaysgigglingbutIdon't

"Pleasejustletmemakeituptoyouguys.Ireally

wanttomakethingsrightbyyouandI'llbeagranny



soon.Youhavenoideahowhappythatmakesme.

Mysonmadeagoodchoicehere"shesayssmiling

andXhantikissesmycheekmakingmeblush

"Atleastthat'sonethingwecanallagreeon.Xhanti

youreallymadeagoodchoice"MrZanasays

hugginghiswifefrombehind.

_______________

Amitheonlyonewhocan'twaitforthewedding

mara?Youa.ahmythroatneedsalcohol

[80]

{Minentle}

"I'mgoingtomissyou"Xhantisayskissingmyhand

andIgiggle

"You'llseemetomorrow"Isayandhegroans



"It'stoofarbaby"hesayssulkingandIbrushhis

head

"You'lllive,andsinceAse'shouseisn'ttoofaryou

cancomevisitme,weareamarriedcouplesono

biggy"Isayandhekissesme

Themenarestayingataclosebybnb.Theblue

lagoon.

Nony,AseandIareonourwaytoAse'shome.The

rideisquiet.JusthowIlikeit.Iwasbusyreadinga

bookwhenmyeyesmovedtoAse.Shelooked

stressessoImovedtoher.

"Ase?"Isayandshelooksatme

"Youknowyoucantalktomeifthere'sanything

wrongright?"Isincerelysayandshenods

"I'mherfriendsoshecantalktome"Nonysaysand

Irollmyeyes

"Clearlyyou'renotagoodfriendbecauseeven

withoutusingmyskillsIcanseesomethingisn't

okay.Aseifsomethingiswrongtellmeokay?PK



saidIshouldkeepaneyeonyouandifanything

happenathomeweleave"Isayandshenodswhile

Nonycleansherteeth.

Wecametoastop.Thedooropenedandwegotout

ofthecar.Thislooksnice.Theyardisniceandbig.

Thehouseisyournormalhouse.I'musedto

everythingsoevenbiglookslittleandlittlelooksbig.

KidssurroundthecarandIsmile.Imissthis.

ThedriveropensthedoorandAsegetsoutfirst

AndNonyfollowsher.Womencameoutofthe

house,AlittleboycamerunningtowardsAseand

shepickshimupkissinghim.

"Mama'sboy"shesaysandIsmile.That'sprobably

Nkosi,herson.He'sadorable.Nowimissmybaby.

"Entlethisway"Asesaysleadingusintothehouse.

It'scoolinside.Womenwerebusycleaningwhile

somewerechoppingvegetables.



"It'sabouttime.Lordknowswhatwasgoingto

happenifyouwerestillhavingnicetimesoutthere

whileyougettingmarriedtomorrow.Istilldon'tget

whyyoudidn'ttellme"aBoycesaysandAse'sface

change

"Mama"shesays

"Thesearemyfriend'sNonyandMinentle

Khoza...wellZana"shesaysgigglingandIsmile

"Ididn'tknowAsehasfriends.Youknowhowcity

girlscanpullsmallgirlslikeAseintothedark"she

sayslookingatme

"Ithoughtyouweregoingtocomealone"her

mothersays

"Pumlanithoughtit'sbestifibringcompany"she

saysandhemothernods

Ichangedintosomethingmorecomfortableand

respectful.AfteriwasdoneIwenttohelpinthe



kitchen.Therewere5aunties.Igreetthemwitha

smileandtheyreturnit

"IsthereanythingIcanhelpwith?"Iaskrubbingmy

handstogether

"Godblessyoumychild,asyoucanseetheyoung

onesareatthebackdrinkingandwerebusy.No

onewamtstohelpus"onesayandIfrown

"I'llberightback"Isaysmiling

Iwenttothebackyardandshewasright.Alotof

youngpeoplejustlazyingarounddrinkingand

eating.

"I'mtellingyou,stickwithmeandI'llshowyou

things,Mybestfriendisgettingmarriedtothemost

handsomerichestmanfrommzanzi"IhearNony's

voiceandIseehercomingoutwith2bottlesof

wine

"Soyou'rethereasonwhytheauntiesarebusy

doingallthework"Isayandshechuckles



"Ohhlook,Mrsperfecthasarrived.Someofyou

mightnotknowbutlittlemrsperfectain'tthat

perfect"shesaysturningaroundandeveryoneis

lookingatme

"YouseeMrsperfecthereclaimedshewasraped,I

wonderifitwasn'tbychoice"shesaysandpeople

murmer

"Really?Howlowcanyougo?Iwonderwho'syou're

source"Isay

"Mysource?Ihaveabestfrienddon'tI?"Shesays

andmybloodstartedboiling

"Isn'tthatrightdearbestie"shesayslookingbehind

meandIturnaroundandAsewasstandingthere

shocked.

Iwalkedtowardsherandshetookafewsteps

back.Istoppedandlookeditherwithanangryface.

IliftmyhandsupandIslammedmyhandagainst

thewall

"Nexttimeit'llbeyourface"Isaywalkingaway



"Andibetterseeyouguyshelpingaround"Isay

enteringthehouse.

[Continuation]

{Minentle}

Iwenttolaydownforafewminutes.Ireallydon't

knowwhyAsewouldtellNony.PKdiscussedmy

personalthingswithhiswife.ItookmyphoneandI

calledhim

"Makoti"heanswers

"Heybabe!"IheatXhantishout

"PKtakethephoneoffloudspeakerIwanttospeak

toyou....personally"Isayandthere'sapause

"What'ssoim-"

"Don'tyoudare"isaycuttinghimoff

"PKIrespectyou,alot.You'remybrotherinlaw.The

headofthisfamily"



"Whereisthisgoing?"Heaskconfused

"PKwhywouldyoutellAseaboutmypast?"Iask

andhekeepsquiet

"I-idon't...Idon'tknowwhattosayEntle.Ididn't

meantohaveaconversationaboutyouit'sjustshe

saidshewantedtoknowmoreaboutyou-"

"Soyoutoldherabouttherape?Whythat?"Iask

cuttinghimoff

"Whathappened?"HecalmyasksandIsigh

"ShetoldherfriendNonyandnowNonyannounced

thattoacrowdearlieron"Isaysniffing

"Asedidwhat?EntleI'msorryI'llsortthisoutnow"

hesaysandIfeelaloghtcramponmysideandI

moan

"Entle?Areyouokay?"HeasksandIrubmytummy

"Baby?"IhearXhantisay

"I'mokay....mmhh...justcramps,butI'mbreathing

andrubbing"Isaylayingback

"Holdon"Xhantisaysandthecallgotdropped



"I'msorryforupsettingyoubaby"Isaywalkingto

thebathroomcarefullyrubbingmytummy

"Let'srelaxalittle"osayopeningthetapstofillthe

tub

IstartedsingingsmashintoyoubyBeyoncesofly

stillrubbingmytummy

"Head,down

AsIwatchmyfeettaketurnshittingtheground

Ishould,Ifindmyselfinloveracingtheearth

AndI'msoakedinyourlove

Andlovewasrightinmypathinmygrasp

Andmeandyoubelong

I'mgonnarun,run

Smashintoyou...

IendgigglingasIfeelthecrampsdisappearas



soonasIputmyfeetinthewater.

"Don'ttellmeyoudon'tlikewater"Isaysittingdown

coveringmyselfwiththefoam

{Xhantilomzi}

Myheartisracing.IfanythinghappenstoEntleor

thebabyomkillingsomeone.In15-20minutesI

wasthere.Iparkedmycarinfrontofthebusyyard.I

sawelderlymensittingatafireatthefront.I

greetedthemasiwalkedintothehouse.

Insidethehouseitwasfilledwithyoungandold

women.IgreetedthemandIsawAse.Irantoher

"Where'sEntle?"Iaskandshelooksatme

"Idon'tknow"shesayswithashakyvoice

"Isawhergoingtooneoftherooms"thegogosays

andIthankher

"TakemetoEntle'sroom"Istandshenods



AssoonasIentertheroomIyelloutEntle'sname.I

searchedforherwhenIheardsingingcomingfrom

thebathroom.Shecameoutwithawhitebathrobe

withfluffyslides

"Babe!"Isayrushingtoherandshelooksatme

shocked

"Hey,thisisasurprise"shesayskissingme

"Areyouandthebabyoka?"Iaskpanickingandshe

frowns

"Yea,hewasjustmisbehaving"shesays

"Thisismylittleprincess"hesaysandIrollmyeyes

"Idon'twantagirlyetbaba"shesaysandIchuckle

"IknowwhatIplanted"Isayproudandshegiggles

"You'renotsupposetobehere"shesaysandInod

"IjustpanickedwhenIheardyou'renotokay,stay

awayfromAseandNony"Isayandshesighs

"That'sliketellingmetostayawayfrom

food,impossible.I...Ijustdon'tknowwhyAseis



actinglikethisbabe"shesaysandInod

"Iunderstand,ifitwasupormeI'llwomannapyou

rightnow"Isaykissingherneckandshegiggles

makingmyheartfeelwarm.

{PK}

I'vebeenlookingatherthewholetimeNotsaying

anything.I'mwaitingforher.

"I'msorryokay?"ShesaysandIlookather

"Whatmoredoyouwantmetosay?"Sheasks

throwingherhandsintheair

"Yeeeyyy!"Ishoutandshejumps

"Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?Idon'teven

recognizeyouanymoreAsemahle"Isayandshe

bitesherlowerlip

"Entlemaybeyoungerthanyouandyoumightbe

gettingmarriedtomebutyoumustrespectEntleas



thefirstwifeofthisfamily.AllimseeingisEntle

tryingtoguideyoubutyou'rebusybeingungrateful

andactinglikeachild.WhywouldyoutellNony

aboutEntle'sstuff?Justliketheytrustedmewith

thatsecretmeantItrustedyouwithit"osay

"Whatdoyoumean'maybeI'llgetmarriedtoYou'?

Areyousayingyoumightnotmarrymebecauseof

thesecret?"ShesaysandIclenchmyjaws

"That'sallyouheard?"Iask

"YouknowWhat?Lesstalk.Moreaction"Isay

startingmycardivingoff

"Whereyoutakingme?Ican'tleave"shesays

panicking

"I'llbringyouback"Isaylookingattheroad.

{Minentle}

Xhantididn'tstaylongbuthepromisedmegoodies.

RightnowI'mbusygettingdressed.



IwenttothekitchenandIsawacoupleofyoung

women.Whoarethey?

"Ohsweetheartareyouokay?"OneaskandIseeit

wasoneoftheerdekrywomenfromearlierandI

nod

"Forsomeoneinyourconditionyousuremove

alot...aboutMyniece.I'msorry"shesaysandIlook

atherconfused

"Ase,herbehaviour.Iblamehermotherthstwoman

hasbeennothingbutbittertowardsherdaughter

eversinceAsebroughtthatbabyhome"shesays

andsigh

"MaIdon'tknowwhat'swrongwithAse.I'mtrying

tofindoutbutherfriendiseverywhere,butI'mnot

hereforthat...I'malittlehungry"Isaygiggling

"Youshould'vesaidso,I'llsendsomeonetomake

youasandwiches"shesaysandIdecline

"Nottocomeoffasoffensivesmakodwatheman



yousawearlierwasmyhusband.I'mcarryinghis

firstAndhe'sreallyoverprotective.Ifyoudon't

mind,howaboutWejointheother'sinthekitchen?"I

sayandshesmilewhilenodding

"Where'sAse!"Amansvoiceroaresthroughthe

house

"Yohsomuchdrama.I'mgladI'mhere"onelady

saysandIlookather

"Askiesmylove,notyourstuffkodwaIwanttosay

thatyou'reastrongwoman.Mostwould'vegivenup

onlifeaftersuchatrag-"shestopswhenshesaw

thateveryonewaslookingatherwhileIkeptmy

eyesonmynoodles

"I'msorry,mynameisAsive,Ifollowyouonsocial

mediaandIjustwanttotellyouthatyou'rean

amazingwoman..Mymothertoldmehowyou

handledtheyounggroup"shesaysandIawkwardly

smileandshepointstotheelderlywomannextto

me



"That'smymotherGrace.She'sAse'sauntwhich

makesmeandAserelated"shesayssulkingandI

giggle

"Thatbad?"Iaskandshelooksatme

"Youhavenoidea"

"Wouldyoucalmdown?Asejustwentout"Ase's

mothersaysholdingthisunfamiliarguy

"ThenI'llwaittillshecomesback"hesayssitting

downandIlookathim.Hiseyesscanthroughthe

roomandtheyfallonme.Hesmiles

"Who'sthis?"Heaskssittingupstraight

"ThatisAse'sfriend"themothersays

"AndAse'sfriendismarriedandshehasa

baby,number2isontheway.Ifyoucan'tsee"Asive

saysandhecleanshisteeth

Themanlooksatmeforagood30secondsbefore

leaving



"Ohthat'sAse'sbabydaddyAthenkosi.Crazyfella.

Ase'smotherlikeshimalot."AsivesaysandInod

{PK}

IchokedherwhistleIwasbusypumpingher.

"Willyouapologize?"Iaskandshenods

"Ican'thearyou"Isaypumpingherharder

"I'll...I'llapologize.PleasePkstop"shesaysbegging

andIpushmyheadintoherneckmakingabiglove

bite.IwasstillgoingstrongwhenIshotmyload

insideofher

"NomorefoulbehaviourorI'lldoworse"Isayand

shenodswhilesniffing

ItookherbacktoherhouseandIcamebackto

sleep.Tomorrowisabigday.



__________________

[81]

{Minentle}

It'shalfpastfiveandwomenwereupandbusy.

Todaymustreallymeanalottothem.Ihelpedout

likealwaysandsomewomenwerebusydrinking

ciders.Imissdrinking..sbwl.

"Wantmetopouryousome?"Somecutechubby

ladyaskmeandIsmile

"Ifyouwantbothofustoendupinamorguethen

yes"Isayholdingmytummyandshegiggles

"Noway!"Onesayslookingatme

"Aren'tyouMinentleKhoza?MarriedtoXhantilomzi

Zana?Nowaytellmethisisajoke"shesays

closinghermouth

"I'msorryIcouldn'tholdmyself.It'sjust,I'mraising

twoboysaloneandIalwayswatchyourvideosfor



motivation.MrsZanayouhavenoideawhatan

honoritistofinallymeetyou,Iloveyou"shesays

holdingherchestandIgiggle

"It'sokay,I'mnotusedtoallofthis.BeingMinentle

KhozawascoolerificansaysoandIcantellyou're

agreatmother"Isayandshesmiles

"Gooddaypeople"avoicesaysandit'sAse'sbaby

daddy.

"Ifyouwanttohelp,gooutsidetothemen"Asive

saysgettinginandIsmile

"Goodmorning...Entle"hesaysemphasizingmy

nameandaawkwardlylookaroundbeforelooking

athim.Idonotneedthis,Istandupgoingtothe

kitchenandhefollowsme

"CanIhelpyou?"Iaskandhechuckles

"Playinghardtoget,sexy"hesaysandIfoldmy

arms

"BecauseIamhardtogetandsomeonefoundme"I



sayliftingupmyringfinger

"Psshh,thatdoesn'tscareme,infactitturnsmeon"

hesaysgrabbingmywaist,Islaphimandhe

frownslookingatme.

Hegrabbedmyarms

"What'sgoingoninhere?"AfemalevoiceaskIlook

behindme,itwasAse'smother

"Nothing,I'vegotthis"Athenkosisaysandthe

mothergivesmeafoullook

"Shouldn'tyoubepreparingfood?"Sheasksmeand

Ilaugh

"OhPlease,I'mheretohelp,I'mnotahelper.I

shouldn'tevenbedoinganything"Isaywalkingto

myroombumpingintoNony

"Lookwhereyou'rego-"

"Shutyourtramp"Isaycuttingheroff

{Xhantilomzi}



MydadandIincludingafewofmyuncle'swereon

ourwaytoAse'shome.Nothinghaschanged..

Allofusgotoutandstoppedatthegate.IcalledPK

lettinghimknowwehavearrived.

Myuncleandmydadsteppedforward.Closerto

thegate.

AmaCirha!

Ncibane,Khawuta

Nojaholo,Nyembezana

Mhlathendlovu,uDlakalashe

Ntswentswe,Qhanqolo

Ntlokwenyani,SihloboSikaPhaloHloml’iphuthi

lidalalinempondo

MGcaleka....



Theycalledouttheclannames.

After20minutessomeonecameoutofthehouse

towardsthegate.Itwasanelder.Iwasalittlebitfar

toheartheconversation.Isawmydadgivingthe

manabottleofwhiskeyandastashofmoney.

Theykepttalkinguntilthemanunlockedthegate

andweentered.Womenstartedululatingaswe

entered.

{Minentle}

"Yeawejustentered"Xhantisaysoverthephone

andIgiggle

"It'sabouttime,Iwanttoholdyousobadly"Isay

sulking

"Baby,Ineedtogo,Iloveyou"Isaystandingup

"Iloveyoumore"hesaysandIdropthecall



Iwrappedmydoekaroundmyheadcoveringeach

hairstrand.Iwrapascarfaroundmyblackand

whitetraditionalwraparoundskir.UsuallyI'dwear

heelswiththislongskirtbutnottoday.Ioptedfor

mywhiteallstar.Icoveredmyshoulder,Asecame

inandshegotdressedtoo.Ihaven'tsaidawordto

herandneitherdidshe.

InthehallwayNonymetus.Lookingexactlylike

Ase.Bathongwhat'shappening?Ilookedather

thenbackatAse.Cansheseethis?Everythingfrom

thedoek,downtotheshoeslookedexactlylike

Ase's.Worsetheyarethesamecompletionand

theyarebuiltthesame.

Asejustlookedatherupanddown

"Youlook...-"

"Familiar"Isaycuttingheroff

"Amazing"shesaysgivingatighsmile



Wewereledtotheloungewherewehadtokeepour

headsbowed.Kneelingonthefloor.Ilookaround,I

seeXhanti'sshoesandIsmile

"Whichoneisyourchosenbride"amalevoicesays

andthere'salongpause

IcouldsenseconfusioncomingfromthemsoI

secretlypointedtoAsenexttomehopingthatthey'll

see.

"Theoneinthemiddle"MrZanasaysclearinghis

throatandIsmile

"Asemahle?Doyouknowthesepeople?"Thesame

voicesaysandIseeherfromthecornerofmyeye

nodding

"Yebobaba"shesaysandweallstandupheads

stillbowedgoingtotheroom.

____________



[Continuation]

{Minentle}

We'vebeensittinginthebedroomthewholetime.

NoonehassaidawordwhileIkeptlookingatNony.

"I'mwaiting"Isayandsherollshereyes

"Idon'tknowwhat'sthebigdea-"

"THISISABIGDEAL!"Aseshoutscuttingheroff

Andhereyespopout

"Haibochom,Ididn'tdoitonpurpose,itwasan

honestmist-"beforeshecouldsaytherestAse

slappedherandwalkedout

Nowitwasjustthetwoofus

"Stayawayfromotherpeople'smen.Getyourown

damnsausageandheatitupinyourowndamn

microwave"Isaywhileopeningmytubofyoghurt

andshecleansherteeth



"Allsausageswanttobeheatedinmymicrowave,I

betyoursaus-"Ithrewherwiththeyogurtbefore

shecouldsaymoreandshescreamed

"IfIsomuchassmellyourcheapsprayonmy

husbandiwillkillyou"Isaystandinguppointingat

herandIsitdown,asIwassittingdownshestood

upwithfierce

"Whatareyoutryingtotry??"Isaydroppingher

"SeenowIhavetogetmoreyogurtbecauseofyour

crazysfebetendencies"Isayexitingtheroom

Outsidefireswereburing,peopleweredrinking.The

yardwasfullofpeople,itlookedlikethewhole

streetwashere.

Ilookedaroundbutcouldn'tseeXhanti.Icalledhim

"Uphi?"Hesaysansweringthephone

"Iwasabouttoaskthesamequestion,I'matthe



front,whereareyou?"Iasklookingaround

"Staythere,I'mattheback"hesaysandIdropthe

call

"Sisi,oneoftheauntiessaidImustgiveyouthis,she

saidyoumaybetired"theyounggirlwholookedin

herteenssayhandingmeaglasswithwhatlooked

likedsomejuice.IlookattheglassandItookit

thankingthegirlandshewentbackintothehouse.

Iwalkedtoanearbytableplacingtheglassthere

"Mysexymami"IhearXhantisayfrombehindme

andIsmile

"Imissedyou"Isayashehuggedme,kissingmein

theprocess

"There'seldershere"Isaybreakingthekissandhe

chuckles

"You'remylawfullyweddedwife"hesayskissing

me



Drumsstartedbeating,womenstartedsingingandI

sawAsecomingoutinthisbeautifulattire.Ieven

gaspe.Itwasreallybeautiful.Shestarteddancing

withthewomenlookingaheadofhersmiling.Isaw

thatshewaslookingatPKwhowassittingona

chair,matchingAse'sattire.

Ithoughtspeechesaremeantforwhiteweddings?

Kodwahereweareallseatedunderthetent.People

wereservingfoodanddrinksbutIasusual

XhantiandIweresharingaplate,hisplate.

Speecheswerenicebutfake.Iwasstilleatingmy

mogoduwhenmynamewascalled

"What'shappening?"IaskwhenXhantipullsmeup

"Speech!"Thecrowdroarsandmyeyespopout,I

wanttogobackbutI'malreadyatthefront.

"Phew"Isaywippingmysweatfrommyhead

"Iamnot...Ididn'tevenknow..PKwhywouldyouput



meintheeyeslikethimara?"Iaskandhechuckles

"That'smysisterinlaweveryone"hesays,people

startcheeringandXhantistoodup

"Thatmeansshe'smywif"hesaysandsomelaugh

IclearmythroatandIfixmyeyesonthecouple

"Theygrowupsofast.NowI'mnotgoingtosay

muchbutIwantyouguystoenjoythejourneyyou

areabouttostarttogether.Loveeachothermore

thanyoudidyesterdayandthedaybefore.I'veseen

youguystogetherandIcantellthatthismarriage

willbeabeautifulone...here'stomarriedlife"isay

liftingupmyglassandeveryoneclappedtheir

handsasIwentbacktomyseat

"CanIgeteveryoneattention"someonesays

grabbingeveryoneattention.Igrownasshesmiles

lookingatthecouple.Nonyisreallypushingmy

buttons.

"So,asherREALbestfriend"shesaysemphasizing



thewordreal

"I'dliketo-"

"Hey,someonetakethatwomanaway"Pkshouts

standingup

"Youtreatingmelikethisafterthefunwehadafew

daysago?"Shesaysandafewpeoplegaspwhile

othersmurmured

"Ithoughtyoulovedme,Ishowedyouthesigns...we

hadfuninbed"shesaysandIseeoutofnowhere

AsejumpingonNonybeatingherup.

IstoodupbutXhantistoppedme.

"You'reonlockdown"hesaysandvisitdown

sulking

PeoplehadtohelpPKdesperateAsefromNony.It

wasamess.

Nonywassenthomewhileeverythingwentahead



asifwhathappenedearlierondidn't.

"Sowemeetagain"amakevoicesaysmakingme

jump

"Relax,it'sjustme"AthenkosisaysandIgetmad

thatinstant

"Areyoufollowingme?"Iaskandhechuckles

"Mymomalwaystoldmetofollowmydreams"he

sayssmirking

"Youhavebigdreams"Isaywipingtheglass

"I'mabigdreamer"heclapsbackandigroan

"Whoorwhatdoyouthinkyouare?"Iask

"Icanbewhoeverandwhateveryouwantmetobe"

hesayscomingcloser

"Iwantyoutobeaballoon,flyingawayinastorm

andgetstruckbylightning"Isayandhelaughs.I

feelhishandsaroundmywaistandIelbowhim

hard.inthefacemakinghimgroan



"Openyourfilthypervertedmouthsoeveryonecan

hearyouyouscum"Isayandhegrabsme

"Isthereaproblemhere?"IhearXhantiaskand

Athenkosilooksbehindhimlettingmego

"Noproblemhere"hesayslookingatXhanti

"Babe?"HesayslookingatmeandIseeAthenkosi

hasashockedlookonhisface

"I-uhh...IthinkIhavetogo"hesaysleavingfast

"You'reokay?"HeaskandInod

{PK}

"Whywouldshesaythosethingsofitweren'ttrue?"

SheasksandIshrug

"Ihavenoideawhatshewastalkingaboutmylove.

IsleptalonethenightIwasdrinkingsomuch,I

didn'tgoanywhereIpromiseyouhavetobelieve

me"Isayandsheshakesherheadcrying

"Idon'tknowwhattobelieveanymore"shesays



andIholdher

"We'llgettothebottomofthis"Isay

{Asemahle}

We'reonlystayingforafewmorehoursuntilwego

backtothehotel.Ican'twaittogetoutofhere,I'm

alreadythelaughingstockofthecommunityand

I'mnotevenmarriedforthatlong.

IwishsomethinginmebelievedEntle.Iwasso

naïve.Myownbestfriendrightundermynose...

Mymindkeptrushingwhenmymomcamefrom

herbedroom.Whenshesawmeherfacechanged.

Somethingimusedto.Henceimgoingtowalkright

pasther

"Forsomeoneaslowclassasyouididn'tknow

you'done-daycomeonhandy"shesaysandIlook



ather

"Thathusbandofyours.Whenhecalledtofinalize

someofthelobolanegotiationsIthoughtyou'd

arriveherewithasugardaddy...Yougottastein

menjustlikeyourmother"shesayssmiling

"WhenIsawhimIthoughthewaslost.Iwasgetting

boredeitherway...let'sSeeifthisoneisweaktoo"

shesaysandmyhandsformafirst

"JustbecauseIdon'tcareaboutyouandthefather

ofmychildsleepingtogetherdoesnotmeanI'lllet

yougoScottfreeagainMOTHER"Isay

emphasisingthewordmotherandsheblowsmea

kissexitingthehouse.

Homesweethome...

[92]

{Minentle}



"XhantiandPKwentouttodosomething.They'llbe

back,meanwhileAseandIhavetostayforawhile.I

don'tmindthough,Asivewaskeepingmecompany.

Iwassittingintheroomstuffingmyfacewiththe

cheesecakeXhantibroughtmewhilereadinga

bookwhenthedooropened.Ididn'tcheckbecause

thebookwassointeresting.

"Aseisn'there"Isayandthepersongiggles

"I'mhereforYou,Ibroughtussomedrinksandfood.

Youmustbereallyhungry...Ihaven'tseenyoueat

yourfoodallday"shesayssittingdownonthe

couchandIsighclosingmybook

"We'renotfriends"Isaylookingatherandshe

frownsputtingthecoveredplateandjuicenextto

me

"MrsChira-"



"CallmeSine"shecutsmeoffsmiling

"Iwasn'traisedlikethatMrsChira,canIhelpYou?"I

ask

"IthoughtyouandIcouldbefriends,Iliketheway

youcarryyourself.Yourwalkscreamsrespect.

Evenwithapowerfulsurnameyoustillmanageto

bethesamepersonyouwerebefore.YouandI

havesomuchincommon"shesayssmilingandI

giveheraboredlook

"But..."shesaysandpausesmakingmelookather

"Well,goodtoseeyou'relistening.Anyway,since

you'resuchapowerfulandrespectedwomenI

thoughtyou'dgoforsomeonelikePK"shesaysand

Ifrown

"Nooffence,Xhantiishandsomebutweak.How

aboutIhelpyou...helpme"shesaysandIlookat

her

"Helpyou?How?Andhowcanyou...helpme?"Iask



"Let'ssayIhelpyougetPK-"

"He'syourdaughtershusband,andhowdoesthat

helpYou?"Iaskoutofcuriosity

"Easy,ifheleavesAse,she'llbemiserable.When

she'smiserableimhappy.I'vealwayswantedtosee

hermiserable"shesaysandIkeepmyselffrom

pullingashockedface

"Sowhatdoyousay?Leaveyourweaklingofa

husband,takeawaymydaughtershappinessand

weallwin"shesaysandIsmilewhilelookingather

andshereturnsit.IwalktowardsherandIsaynext

toherstillsmiling...

{Asemahle}

Itakeawalktothenearestshoptobuysome

airtimewhenapolostoppednexttome.Ikept

walkingsinceIdon'tknowthisvehicle.



Itstoppedinfrontofmeandthedriversdoor

openedalmosthittingmeandIsteppedback

"Myapologies...babymama"hesaysandIfeelmy

heartbeatinginmychest

"Youknow...I'vebeenlookingforyouatyourso

calledwedding.Itwaswhack.Youhavebadfriends

bytheway...exceptthatotherfatonethough"he

sayscomingcloser

"StayawayfromEntleor-"

"Orwhat?"Hesayswhilelaughing

"You'renothingbutaweaklingAse.Alwayshave

alwayswillbe"hesaysgrabbingmycheekandI

winchinpain

"Justonecall"Isayholdingmyphone.GodIdon't

evenhaveairtime.Helooksatmewithanangry

facebeforelettingmego

WhenhedroveoffIcouldbreatheproperly...



{Xhantilomzi}

Iwaswaitingformypizzawhenshesatinfrontof

me

"Abby?"IaskandshesmilesandIlookaround

"Relax,Icamealone"shesaysandInod

"So?Whysofardownsouth?"SheaskandIchuckle

"Icamedownforamybrotherswedding.Idid

mentionitbuthereyouare..couldn'tyouwaittillII

getback?"Iaskandshesulks

"Icouldn't,Imissedyou"hesaysandIgroan

"Youcan'tjustcomeoutofnowhereandexpectme

tojumpintoyourarms"Isay

"MaybeIshouldjumpinyourarms,pluswhatis

wrongwiththat?Don'ttellmetherumoursaretrue"

shesaysandIchuckle



"Youthinktheweddingphotosandalltheother

stuffaboutmeandmyWifearejustrumours?

Abby...Ikilledyou"Isayandshesmirks

"Orrdidyounow?TheoldXhantiwouldbehadme

screaminghisnameinhispenthousealready"she

saystouchingmyhand

"Exactlyoldme,I'mamarriedmanandafather"I

sayandhefacechanges

"Youhadbabieswiththatthing?HowaboutIkill

themandletuslivehappilyeverafter?Likeyou

promised?"ShesaysandIclenchmyteeth.

Abbyissmall,butyoucan'tunderestimateher.

"Fine,cometothebluelagoonhotellateron

becausewe'releavingtonight"Isayslidingherthe

detailsandshesmilesandIstanduptakingmy

pizza.



_________

[Continuation]

{Unknown}

"Didn'texpecttoseeyouhere"Isaysmilingandhe

chuckles

"Imissedseeingyourface"Isayandhisface

changes

"Don'tyouthinkmybrothernoticesthatyou'renot

Abby?"HeasksandIrollmyeyes

"Notevenclose,pluslookatthis.Hegavemedetails

tohishotelroomlaterpn,maybeIshouldgoearly"I

sayandhesighs

"WhyareyoudoingthisGabby?"HeasksandI

groan



"Hekilledmyotherhalf,hemurderedherwithhis

ownbarehands,Iwanttocrushhim.Whatbetter

waythantomaketheloveofhislifehatehim?"I

saysmilingandhenods

"Yoursisterbetrayedus,herbetrayalnearlykilled

myfath-"ishuthimupwithakiss

"Yethereyouare,helpingmesabotageyour

own,aren'tyouscared?"Iasklookingintohiseyes

andhesighs

"OnlybecausehegotEntlebeforeIcould"hesays

andIfreeze

"Soyou'realsooneofmanythatwantsher?"Iask

pullingadisgustingface

"Changeofplans,sinceyourbrothertooksomething

awayfrommeIthinkit'sonlyfairtotakeawayhis

preciouswifeaway"Isaysmiling

{Minentle}



IlookedatherwithasmilebutdeepdownIwas

boiling.

"Soyou'resayingwecanbefriends?"Iaskandshe

nods

"Andwehavesomethingincommon?"Iaskand

shenodsagain

"We...have...nothingandImeannothing...in

common"Isternlysayandsheopenshermouthto

saysomethingbutIpushtheforkagainstherside

makinghershutup

"IfIeverhearyouspeakI'llofmyhusbandagainor

anyoneclosetome,Iwilldealwithyouaccordingly"

Isayandshelooksatme

"Areyouthreateningme?"SheasksandIstandup

"It'sapromise,andbesuretotakeyourpoisonwith

you"Isayheadingtothedoor



"Andnexttimeit'llbeagun...notafork"Isay

closingthedoorbehindme.

{Pk}

"Don'ttellmeyoumissmealready"Isayanswering

myphonesmiling

"Whenwillyoubeback?I-iwanttogobacktoour

home"AsesayssniffingandIsitupstraight

"What'swrong?"Iaskandshesighs

"Ijustdon'tfeelwelcomedhereMyeni"shesays

"Where'sEntle?"Iaskandshe'squiet

"Theysayshe'sattheback"shesaysafterawhile

"Okay,inthemeantimestayclosetoEntle.Itrust

herandIdoubtanyonewilltryanythingwithyouIf

you'rewithher"IsayandIcutthecallaftersaying

goodbye



"Sir,she'shere"themansaysandInodtakingmy

jacket

{Xhantilomzi}

"Goodday...MrZanahere,ifliketoorderroom

serviceformyroomatyourhotel?Yes..givethe

roomaromanticsetting.YesIwanteverything...."I

cutthecall.

IlookatEntle'sphotosonmyphoneandIsmile.I

calledherbutherphonerangunanswered.Icalled

Aseandshepickedup

"Pleasetellmeyou'rewithmymfaz"Isaywitha

beatingheart

"Holdon"shesays

"Xolobaby...IforgotmyphoneintheroomI

was,somepeoplereallyknowshowtoruboneoffin



awingway"shesays

"OkaygogetyourphoneButstayontheline"Isay

andshegiggles

"Sowhatwassoimportant"sheasks

"ImissedyouandIwantedtosayhowmuchilove

you"IsaysmilingandIcanfeelhersmilethrough

thephone

"Ican'twaittillwegobacksoIcanburrymyself

deepinsideofyou"Isayandshegigglessome

more...

___________________

[93]

{Minentle}



Thehouseisbecomingmorequietbytheminute.

SivehasleftawhileagoandI'mbored.Asekeeps

tryingtoholdaconversationwithme,shereallyis

butsheonlytalksaboutme,everytimeIask

somethingaboutherorherfamilysheboomerang's

theconversation..

Idecidedtovideomymom.Sheansweredandher

faceappeared.

"Heymom"Isaysmilingandshelaughsat

somethinginfrontofher

"Mama"IhearAjaysayandIlaugh.Heappearson

thescreentoo

"Babywam"Isayblowingkissesandhedoesthe

samemakingmegiggle

"I'mcallingtoletyouknowwellbebacksoon"Isay

andshenods

"It'sokay,youknowIdon'tmindlookingafterhim"



shesaysandInodwhilesmiling

{Xhantilomzi}

Ienterthehotelroomandthelightsaredimmed.

Rosepetalsonthefloorleadingtothebedroom.I

followeditandthereshewasonthebedinasexy

lingerie.Champagneonice,allsortsoffood.

Everythingwasset..

"Iwaswonderingwhenyou'dcome"shesausandI

chuckle

"Hadanerrandtotub"Isayandshecomestome

kissingmychest.

"Imissedyou"shesaysandIsmile

{Zintle}



"Zee?"HeasksandIshutmyeyes

"Babypleaseopenupforme,Iwon'thurtyou"he

saysandIholdmychestasIfeelitclosingup

"ZintleopenthisdamndoororI'llbreakitdown"he

saysandmybreathescalates.Iforcemysorebody

towardsthedoorandoopenthedoorwithafake

smileplasteredonmyface.Hegrabsmyfacehard

"I'msorry"Isaywithastruggle

"Whydidn'tyouopenthedoorwhenIcalledyour

name?"Heasks

"I-iwas..IwasinthebathroomimsorryIdidn'thear

you"Isaylyingthroughmyteeth

"Don'tlockthedooragainokay?"Hecontinued"

nowmakemesomethingtoeatinhungry"hesays

pushingmetothesideandIlosebalancefalling

downintheprocess....



{Minentle}

AfterthevideocallIwentthroughsomeofmy

messageswhenanewonepoppedupfroman

unknownnumber.Thepersonsentaphoto.

Iviewedit.IjumpassoonasIseethepicture.I

readthetopmessage

*XhantibabyyousaidImustcometothusnumber

right?Theladyatthefrontdesksaidyou're

expectingmebutsinceyou'renothereyetI'lllet

myselfin*

Itsaysandmybloodboil.Tellmethisisajoke...

IcalledXhanti'sphonebutitranguntilitswitched

tovoicemail.

Istartwalkingupanddownfrustrated



"Tohellwiththis"Isaytomyselfasistartchanging

intotracksuit.IcalledPKandhepickedup

"EntleI'mrightoutsidewhyareyoucalling"heask,i

lookatthephoneAndiswitchitoff.

Ipulledoutmyblackandwhitesuperstartekkieand

Iwalkedouttotheback.TherehewaswithAse.He

seesmeandhestandsup

"Whoa,what'swrong?"Hesays

"Givemeyourcarkeys"Isayandhefrowns

"Notinthatstateno,tellmewhats-"

"Xhantiisabouttocheatonme!"Ishoutcuttinghim

offAndheshutsup

"What?no"hesayschuckling

"Xhantiwouldn'tdothat,howsurear-"

"Here'sthedamnproofnowgivemeyourdamncar

keys!"Isayshovingmyphoneinhishandandhe

looksatmyphone.Hisbrowsliftup.



"You'renotgettingmykeys,wereallgoingthere"he

saysandInod

WearrivedatthehotelandPKleadedtheway

"Walkfaster"Isay

"Youbettercalmdown,thebaby"hesaysandInod

Heopensthedoorandthere'spetalseverywhere.

Heelsonthefloor.Irushtothebedroomandthere

Xhantiwas,exchangingspitwithawhitelady.The

onlythingseparatingthemisXhanti'sboxers

"Thislooksfun"Isayandstatusheadsnapsinmy

direction

"Entle..EntleIt'snotwhatitlookslikebaby"hesays

standingupfastandIchuckle

"Don'tevenbother"Isayholdingmyhandupwitha

seriousface

"Entlebaby-"theladywantedtorunbutIpushedher



hardandshecolofedwiththewallbreakingthe

vasenexttoher

"Thiswasallpartofyourlittlesickplanhuh?"Isay

takingahandfullofherherpullinghertowardsme

andIbangedherheadagainstthewallmakingher

falldown.Ikickedherinherfaceacoupleoftimes

andIfeltarmspullingmeaway.Theladywasstill

breathingandIsawPKhelpingherupandsheran

away.IyankedmyarmsawayfromXhantiandI

lookedathim

"Ba-"Iliftmyhandsup

"Ihavenothingtosaytoyou"Isaywalkingout

___________

Quickreminderthatthestoryissoonending

[Continuation]

{Minentle}



IdrovewithAseandPK.Ididn'twanttobenear

Xhanti.Ican'tbelievehe'ddothistomeagain...

Firstitwasthatothergirlwhowasassignedto

destroyusnowthisgirl.Whenwillmenlearnthat

it'sneverabouttheirdesireswheneveranother

womanwillinglywantstosleepwithyouknowing

thatyouaretaken?

Thosetypeofwomenonlycometodoonething.

Destroyyourwoman.Andwheneverythingisover

youasamanwillbeleftwithnothing.Onenight's

pleasure?

Mymindworkedovertimethroughoutthedriv.The

carcametoastopinfrontofThehouseandIgot

outfirstheadingtotheroomIwasin.

MybagsweresetandreadytogoSoItookthem.I



couldn'treachonebagandsomeonepickeditup.I

lookedupandinsaneitwasXhanti.Iwalkedpass

himheadingtothecar

"Entlepleasedrivewithme,youwon'tevennoticeim

there,I'llbequietasamouse.Idon'twanttoputmy

brotherinauncomfortablespotplease"shepleads

walkingbehindmeandIsighasIgopastPK'scar

toXhantiacar

Iwenttoopenthebootbuthestoppedme

"Letmedoit,youmustrest"hesaysandIlookat

himgivingmybagstohim

Ilistenedtomusicthewholetimeuntilwemadea

stopatagarage.IhadaperanywaysoIwenttothe

bathroom.WhenIgotoutIsawAse,washingher

hands.Shelookedatme

"Entle"shesoftlysaysandlookather

"IsthereanythingIcandoforyo"sheasksandI

shakemyheadgivingherasmallsmile



IpassherandIwentouttothecartogetmybag.I

wentintothestoretobuysomethingformesinceI

washungry.Ihadspicydoritos,pies,juiceandnot

forgettingmybiltong.IpaidforeverythingandI

headoutgothecarwhereXhantiwasonthephone.

Itlookedintense.

Itstartedrainingassoonaswedroveoff.Ididn't

evenwait,Istartedchowingmypiesandchipsuntil

Iwasfull.IlookedupandIsawXhantilookingat

me.

"Didyousavesomeformetoo?...I'malittlehungry"

hesaysclearinghisthroat

"Starve"Isayandhesighs

"Entle...youweren'tsuposetoseethat.I.Sorry.I

hadaplan...Ihadafullproofplan.."hesaysandI

closemyeyes.

"Entle...babywakeup"Ifeelsomeoneshakingme



andIopenedmyeyesmeetingXhantiaeyes

"Hey,werehere"hesayssmilingandInod

{Unknown}

"Thatwasabitchmove"hesaysgivingmeanice

pack

"Youguysdidn'twarnme"IsayandIsighinpain

whentheicepackcomesincontactwithmybruise

onmyeye

"IthinkIdidwarnyou,Youjustdon'tlisten.Youhave

yourownthing.Lookatyourfacenow"hesaysand

Ifrown

"Itoodidwarnyou,sheoncecaughthimandshe

almostdestroyedhishouse"theotheronesaysand

Irollmyeyes

"Ididn'tthinkthatshe'safighter-"

"Youdon'tthink"thebuffchocolateguysays



"Fromnowonyoulistentous"hesaysandthe

otheronenods

Imnotlisteningtothem.I'mgoingtolaychargesof

assaultandattemptedmurder.Theywilllockherup

andI'llhaveXhantiformyself.

{PK}

"Doyouthinkthingswillbeokay?"Aseaskswitha

concernvoiceandIsigh

"Ihopeso.Xhantiisusuallyvery...smart,something

doesn'taddup"Isayandshelooksatme

Ihopemygutfeelingistellingmethetruth.

{Xhantilomzi}



"Scanheragain.There'ssomethingwemighthave

missed"Isayoverthephone

"Sirwenevermiss-"

"Isaidscanheragain.Iwanttoknoweverything.

How,When,whereandwithwhom,Ifyoucan'tI'llbe

forcedtotakefurthersteps"Isaycuttingthecall

WearrivedattheairportandIsawEntlewasasleep.

Ithoughtaboutcarryingherkodwahertemperwill

haveherjumpoutofmyarmsdespiteherbeing

pregnant.

Ikissherforehead...

Iwokeherupandatleastshe'snotfightingme.

That'sgoodright?

___________

[94]



{Minentle}

We'rebackhomeandIwentstraighttothemain

bedroom.

"Entle!"XhanticallsoutandIignorehimgoing

upstairs.

Itakemyclothesoutandthrowthemonthebed.

"Entleplease...let'stalkaboutthis"hesaysbehind

meinthedoorbutstillIdon'tpayattentiontohim

MybagsarepackedandIhearhimclosethedoor.

"Entle...letmeexplain.Ihadaplan.."heshutsup

whenherealisedmyeyesweren'tonhim

"Xhanti...letmego,letmego,it'lljustbeuntilyou

knowwhatyouwant"Isayandheshakeshishead



"Ican'tletyoudothatEntle.NotwhenI'minnocent"

hesaysandIbitemylowerlip

"Didsheforceyoutokissher?"Iaskandhekeeps

quietandInodmyhead

"It'seitherigoandyoustayoryougoandI'llstay"I

saytappingmyfoot

"Nooneisleavingpha"hesaysgrabbingmyarms

andIfreeze

"You'renotleavingmeEntle!"Hesaysshakingme

andufrown

"HEY!Don'tyoudare...don'tyoudareshoutatme.

Thisisyourmessandyourfault,fixit"Iclapback

andheletsmegorubbinghishead.Helookedat

meforalongtimebeforeleavingtheroomandI

plungeintothebed.

Heartbeatingfast.GodthusmanCouldbegiven

meoneslapthatcould'vesentmeintotheICU.

Iunpackedmybagsandutookarelaxingbath.



Insteadofwineinaglassitwasjuice.Ireallymiss

mywine...

"Entlebabyareyoustillinthere?"Xhantiaskson

theothersideofthedoorandIsigh

"Yea"isoftlysay

"Youcan'tbeinthewaterfortoolongatthistimeof

thenight...yoirsinuses"hesaysandIkeepquiet

Igotdressedinanoversizedt-shirtandshorts.My

photosarelikecroptopsnow.Ihateithere...

"Dinnerisready"Xhantisaystickinghisheadinto

thebedroomandInodputtingonmyslides.

HetriedtouchingmeasIpasshim,Iflinchandhe

pullshishandback.



Foodsmelledgood.IonlyrealisenowhowhungryI

was...

HepulledoutthechairformeandIsatdown.

{Unknown}

AssoonasIarrivedinPretoriauwenttothe

nearestpolicestationtolaychargesagainstthat

MinentleKhoza.

"Soyou'resayingMrsZanaattackedyou?"The

officeraskedandInodwhilesobbing

"Shecould'vekilledme.Herearethescansthe

doctortook.Thuswasattemptedmurder"Isay

whilewailinandtheofficernodswhiletipping

something

"I'vejustalertedapolicestationbearher

residence,wewillbringJustustoyouma'am"he



saysandInod

Let'sseeifyourhusbandcanhelpyouthistime

Entle...

{Zintle}

"Iheardmybr-Entlewasback...doyoumindifivisit

them?"Iasksnakingmyarmsaroundhimandhe

groans

"Youmightjustsnitch"hesaysturningaround

"Wellyoucanalwayscomewithme,it'llbegreat.

Youmeetingmyfamilyofficiall"Isaysmilingand

hesmirks

"Youwanttointroducemeasyourman?"Heasks

andInodgrindingonhim.GodIhopethisworks

"Yeasure,tomorrowthough.Iwanttotakeyouona

spadate"hesayskissingmyheadandInod



______

[Continuation]

{Minentle}

Dinnerwassilent...

"Howdoyoulikethemeat?Imadeitjusthowyou

likeit...medium"hesaysandInod

AfterIwasdoneeatingIwenttowashmyplateand

Iwenttobed.Itwasn'tlonguntilheentered.

"Baby..."hecalmysayandIlookathim

"Therearepoliceoutsidelookingforyou,whenyou

arriveatthestationIwantyoutokeepquiet.Get

dressedintosomethingwarm"hesaysgoingtothe

closettakingoutawarmtracksuitandrunners.



IstoodupandIstartedchanging.Iknewthiswas

coming.Ipressedmynecklacebeforeplacingit

undermyt-shirt.

Iwentdownandtherestood2officers

"Putyourhandsbehindyou-"

"Iknow,andyoudon'tneedtocuffme.I'llgeton

willingly"Isaycuttinghimoffwhileliftingmyhands

upandtheymakewayforme

"I'llberightbehindyou"XhantisaysandIshakemy

head

"GocheckuponAjayfirstplease"Isaybefore

climbingin

{Xhantilomzi}

IgotintomycarandIdroveofftoEntle'shouse

wherehermotherwasstaying.



WhenthedooropenedIwasmetbyhermother

holdingAjayonherhip

"Dada!"Ajayshoutsassoonasheseesme

"You'regettingbigbuddy"Isayandhegiggles

"Entlesentmetocheckuponhimseesoccupiedat

themoments"Isayandheemotenods

AfterplayingwithAjayIputhimtobed.

"Sendgreetingstomystrangerofadaughter.Take

this,Don'tlethertakethem"shesaysgivingmea

bigTupperwareandIsmilewhilenodding

Igotintomycarandmyphonerang.Ianswered

withoutlookingatthenumber

"YoubetterhaveagoodexplanationastowhyEntle

isinjailforattemptedmurder"thevoicesaysand

forsomereasonmyheartskipabeat

"Mike"isaydefeated



"Whatisthis?Cometoyourhouseimatthegate"

hesaysandIcutthecall

IthoughtMikewaslyingwhenhesaidhewashere.

Thisguylikesattentionwiththusbrightyellow

Ferrari.IchuckledwhenIseehimthrowingaway

thecigarette

"Thosethingswillkillyou"Isay

"NotbeforeIkillyou"hesayswalkingcloser

"Youareonestupidperson.Iknowyou'renota

gangsterbutyouliterallyhaveallthe

resources,skillsandmore.Didyouknowthat'snot

Abby?"Heasks,InodandHefrownswhilelooking

atme

"Youknewandyoustillexchangedspitwithher?"

HeasksandIsigh

"Iplacedasyringclosetothebed.TheonlythingI

hadtodowasgetherclosetothebed.Thingsgot



outofhandafterthatoneglass-"IsayandIstopas

Ithink

"Sonofa...sheplannedit.IncludingEntlebeing

there"Isayfrustrated

"I'mgoingtokillher"Isayformingafist

MyphonevibratedinmypocketandIreachedforit.

ItwasatextfromPK

*Thiswasnotpartoftheplan*itsaidandIsighin

frustration.

{Zintle}

I'msittinginfrontofthemirrorlookingatmyself.

Thebruisesarefadingslowlybutsurely.

Iblamemyselfforthis.MysweetAaronisgone...I

rememberitlikeyesterday.Iregretconfessing...I

thoughtit'llmakemesleepbetteratnight.Makethe



guiltwashaway..

Idon'thavefriendstocontactbecausehe

confiscatedallmyelectronics.

"Aaron...Iwantyoutokeepanopenmindabout

whatI'mabouttosay"Isaidcalmyandhenod

"Wehaven'tbeendatingforthatlongAndi

sometimesfeltweremovingtoofast.Iwas

pregnant"Isaidandhelookedatmewithhopein

hiseyes

"I-idecidedthatnoneifusarereadyforthattypaof

commitments.Wehaveourwholelivesaheadof

us"Isayandhesquintshiseyes

"Youaborteditdidn'tYou?"HeaskedandInodwith

tearyeyeswhilehesighedheavily

"Whydidn'tyoucometalktomefirstZintle?Ican

lookafteryouandyouknowthatIcould'vehandled

yourfamilywhentheycomegunsblazingbecauseI



loveyoudon'tyougetthat?"Heaskedwithasad

toneandIdropmyhead

AfterthatconversationhedidsomethingIdidn't

expect.Hehuggedme.Mybodywasfrozenstiff.

"Let'sgetsomerest"hesaidinmyearandInod

followinghim

ThatnighthewantedsexandIwasn'tinthemood

butbecauseIfeltguiltyIcurvedin.

Thenextmorningitwasasifiwokeupnexttoa

completestranger.Hewasstarringatme.

Theabusecameoutofnowhere.Hekeepson

apologizingyethedoesn'tstop.Hehasmademe

hisprisoner.

I'vemanagedtogetholdofAaron'sphoneandI



foundoutthatthisneedssomeserioushelp.Things

mightgetworseifidon'tgetoutofhere...

{Minentle}

Iwasinaholdingcellwhenanofficercameand

unlockedthecell

"Phuma"hesaysandIgoout

HeopensadoorandIwasmetbyMike

"Atleastyoureceivedmycall"Isayandhehugsme

"IsawXhantiandheexplainedwhathappened.

Lookatthis"hesaysgivingmeafileandIfrown

whileopeningit

Therewasapictureofalady.Shelookedjustlike

theladythatwaskissingXhanti.Abigail...I

rememberthatname.ItwasXhanti'sex.Theone

thatbetrayedthem,theonehekilled.



"What'sgoingonhereMike?"Iaskconfusedandhe

sighs

"Youpeopleareslowforreal.Seethis?Shelooks

likethisgirlAbigailright?Wellifyoulookcloser

you'llseethatshehasalittlescaronherleft

eyebrow"hesaysandInodlookinhatthetwo

picturesnexttoeachother

"NowthisisactuallyhertwinsisterGabrielle.From

whatI'vefoundoutisthatshealwayswanted

Xhantibutunfortunately.."hesaysandInod

"ShehatedthefactthatXhantineversawherinthat

way.Nowlikezhnatuhastoldme...Hehadaplanin

motion.Inorderforhimtofindhermotivehehasto

lurehertohimsothathecaninjecther"hesays

andIlookathim

"Thisis....alot...soShehadaplanofherown?"Iask

andhenods



"Butshehassomeonehelpingher.I'mcloseandI

haveafeelingIwon'tlikewhatIfind"hesaysandI

nod

"Sowhathappenstome?"Iaskandhesmiles

"Youleavethattome"hesaysstandingup

"Butyou'llhavetostaythenight.Don'tworryyou'll

beonyourown.Youcanhandlejailforonenight

right?"HeasksandInodsmiling.

____________

{Gabrielle}

"IfyoubailonmenowIwilltellXhantieverything"I

sayandbothofthemlookatmeasIfIwascrazy

"WewarnedyouGabby"SiyamthandasaysandIroll

myeyes



"You'reoutnumberedGab,youmadeabitchmove

bygoingtothepolice.Doyouknowwhatthe

NemethfamilywoulddotoyouIftheyfindoutwhat

youdidtotheirniece?"LunathiasksandIfreeze

"Ne-Nemeth?Noonetoldmethat's...I'llfixthis"I

saypanickingandtheyshaketheirheads

"Whenyouapproacheduswethoughtyou'resmart.

Ihavenobusinesswithxhantilomzibutyouputthe

motherofmysonbehindbars"Siyasayscoming

towardsmeandIstepback

"YouprovedthatEntleisnotweakandthatshowed

thatshe'sperfectformybrother"LunathisaysandI

rollmyeyes

"Ohplease.YouwantedtoexchangespitwithEntle

socutthecrap"Isayandhealsostepscloser

"Becausejustlikeyou,yourdeadsisterwasloose.I



didn'twantanotherweakpartnerformybrother.

Thanksforallthehelp"hesayschuckling

BothofthemwalkoutandLunathistops

"Goodluck...wordhasitthatMikeMartinezisback"

hesaysclosingthedoorbehindhimleavingmy

heartbeatingfast

Mike?TheeMike?ThiswillnotendwellformethatI

cantell.I'mnotgoingdownwithoutleavingthem

withapermanentscar...

[95]

{Minentle}

ThenextdayaspromisedIwasoutofjail.Acar

waitedatthefrontformebutIjustlookedatthecar

"MrsZana...IwassentbyMrZanaSeniortopick

youup"hesaysandIfrown.Myfatherinlaw?



"HowdoInotknowyou'renotheretokillme?"Iask

andhechuckles

"Trustmema'amifieventhinkaboutsomething

likethatI'dbe6ftunder"hesaysandIsquintmy

eyes.

"Here'smyphone;callMrZanayourself"hesays

handingmethephoneandIlookatit

"Onedayinjailandyourguardisup"hesays

puttingthephoneonthegroundandlightlykicking

ittomeandIpickitupcallingMrZana

"Steponecomplete"hesaysansweringthephone

"Mydaughter,comehereimmediatelywouldYou?

YoucantrustSpencer"hesaysdroppingthecall

andIlookattheguywho'snameisSpencer.

"Ican'twaittotellmylittlesisterthatImetMinentle



Khozatoday"hesaysthroughouttherideandIlook

athim

"She'sahugefan,sheevenhadmewatchingyour

videos"hesayssmilingandIreturnit

"Lookhere...shemademerecordheroncewhile

shewasmakingbreakfast"hesayshandingmehis

phoneandIgiggleasiseehermimickingme

"MrsZanayouhavenoideahowhappyIamtosee

you.Ifitwasn'tforyoume,mysisterandtherestof

thekidswouldbehomelessrightnow"hesays

"Thatshelterthatgotburntandrebuiltwashometo

manyincludingmeandmysister"hesaysandIget

emotional

"Mysisterwashappywhensheheardthatyou're

sponsoringandhelpingusrebuild.Wethoughtwe

mightseeyouattheopening"hesaysandIshake

myhead



WeentertheZanapremisesandSpenceropensthe

doorforme

"Comehere.Let'stakeaphototogetherthenyou

canshowyoursisandalsotellherthatI'llpaythe

shelteravisit"Isaysmilingandhenearlyjumps

"ThankyouMrsZana"hesaysandIsmilegoing

insidethehouse.

IwasmetbyElizabethshelookedhappytoseeme

"Ohmydaughter.I'msosorry...worrynot,that

Xhantiwillhearfromme"Shesayspullingmeinto

thehouse

"Mygrandchildisgrowingm"shesayssmiling

whilelookingatmytummy

"Anythingtodrink?Eat?"Sheasks,myeyesbeam

andshelaughs

"I'lltakethatasayes"shesaysgoingintothe

kitchen.



Workerspassedandeveryonegreets...

"Thehouseisfilledwithwhispers"IhearMrZana

SeniorsaycomingdownandIsmilestandingupto

hughim

"EllamylovecanyoubringEntle'sfoodtomy

study?"Heasksandshenods

IfollowhimtowhatIguessishisstudy.

"Right,sinceIknoweverythingIwon'taskwhat

happened"hesaysandIlookathim

"I'msorrybutwhatamiherefor?"Iask

"DidyoumeetSpencer?"HeasksandInodwhile

smiling

"Ifyouweren'tcarryingmygrandsonI'dtellyouto

marrySpencer"hesaysandIlaugh

"Evenifididn't...Xhantiwouldn'tallowthat"Isay

andhechuckles



"Soyou'resayingyouwon'tdivorcemyson?"He

asksandIlookatmyweddingbandnoddingmy

head

"I'mjustmadathimforkissingthatwoman.Baba

whatshouldwedo?"Iask

"AllIknowisthatgirlwon'tstopuntilshehaslefta

mark.Sheislikemist.Unlikehersistersheisn't

gullible.She'ssmart

"Indeedsheis"Ifrown

"Mike?"Iaskandhesitsdown

"YesMikeherehasbeenhelpingmeandviceversa"

MrZanasaysandInod

"Thisishowyouholdit"MrZanasaysgivingmea

handgunandIchuckle

"Youbroughtmeheretoholdahandgun?"Iaskand

Mikelaughs

"GiveherabiggeroneSir"hesays



"Iwantyoutoemptyyourbulletsonthattarget"Mr

Zanasayspointingatthemannequin.Ilookat

MrZanaIndisbelief

Thetargetisnotmorethan5feetawayfromme.I

liftupthegunandIaimedittothemannequins

headwherethereddotlies.

Iemptymybulletsonthetarget.WhenIwasdone

MrZanalookedatmewithashockedface

"Alittlefurther"Isayandhenods.Themannequin

getschangedandanewoneappearswithanew

target.Thustimeit'smorethat15feetaway

"You'retestingme"IsayandMrZanachuckles

"Youwereactinglikeabossafewsecondsago"he

saysandIgiggle

IputthegundownonthetableandIlookatthe



varsityofgunsinfrontofme.IsmilewhenIseethe

Sniper.Itakeit.

"Don'tbiteoffmorsthanyoucanchew"MrZana

saysandIchucklewhileaimingthegunatthe

target.

"BreatheEntle,seethetargetthroughtheeyesofthe

gun"MikesaysandIsmile.Myauntusedtosay

that

{Xhantilomzi}

"Whatdoyoumeanshe'snothere?"Iasktheofficer

"Thema'amwasreleasedthismorning"hesaysand

mybloodboil

"Where'sthereleaseforms?"Iaskandheshrugs

"I'mnewhereandIjuststartedthusmorning"he

saysandIgroan.

"Letmeseethecamera's"Isayandhenod



ThereIseeEntleexitingthebuildingandaguy

comingtowardsherfromablackcarIseethemtalk

andafterthephonecallshegetsintothecarandit

drivesoff.Itakethefootageexitingthebuilding

IwenttomycarandIopenedmylaptopandIran

facialrecognition.Iranthenumberplateofthecar

aswell.

IcheckthecarsGPSandIledmestraightto...My

dad?

Iarrivedatmydadshouseandeventhroughit's

deepintotheforestIcanheargunshots.Ispeedup.

AssoonasuenterItakeoutmygun.

NothreatatthefrontsoIwenttothebackand

gunshotsgotfiredoncemore.Soundedlikean

AK'47judgingbytheamountofshotsthatwasfired

atonce.



IcheckeditoutandIsawmywifeshootingatwhat

lookedlikemannequins.Shewasgood.

"Thislooksfun"Isayandtheyalllookatme

"Youalmosthadmelosingmymind.Whydidn'tyou

callme?"Iask

"Dad...Mike"Isayandbothofthemnod

For30minutesEntlewasshootingtargets

"That'senoughfortoday"Isaystoppingherand

shenodsputtingdownthegun

Iknowshemustbehungrybynowsoitookherto

Roccomamas.Sheorderedalotoffriesand2of

thosebigassmeatyburgers.Itlookedgoodnolies

"OrderyourownfoodXhanti"shesayseatingandI



rollmyeyes

"Whydidn'tyoucallme?"Iask

"Whydidn'tyouinvolvemeinyourplan?"Sheask

andikeepsquiet

"Entle..."Isayandshelooksatme

"I'msorry,youknowthatwasn'tpartofmyplan.A

littlelaterandshewould'vebeendead.Ididn't

involveyoubecauseI'mthemanhereandIhaveto

protectyouatallcosts.IloveyouandIwouldn'tdo

anythingtohurtyou"Isayandshenods

IsatnexttoherandIgaveherakiss.

"Iloveyou"Isayandsheblushes

{Zintle}

IcalledEntle



"I'vebeenwaitingforyourcallsister"mybrother

saysandAaronlooksatme.HetoldmeIcouldcall

bugthephonehastobeonloudspeaker

"Imissyouguys.WhencanIvisit?"Iaskwitha

heartbeatingfastandIclearmythroat

"Anytimebaby,Imissyousomuch.Youknowwhat?

HowaboutIaskXhantitosendBrunotocomeand

pickyouup?"EntlesaysandIsmilelookingat

Aaronandhenods

"It'sallgoodEntleI'llgetready"Isaycuttingthecall

"YoubetternottryanythingfunnyZintle.Don'teven

try.Here"Aaronsaysgivingmeanecklace

"Wearit"hesaysandItakeitputtingiton

BythetimeacarhootsinfrontofthehouseAaron

withdrewhisdeflateddickformmyvagina

"Getready"hesaysleavingmeonthebed



Ihopethisworks...

[Continuation]

{Zintle}

IndeeditwasBrunoatthefront.Aaronmarkedhis

territorybeforeIgotintothecar.

Oncewewere3blocksawayIcouldbreathe

properly.IquicklygrabbedmybagandItookout

thetracksuitIhidinthebag.IundressedandBruno

lookedatmethroughthemirror.Hejustpressed

somethinganddividerclosedbetweenus.

OncedoneIthrewtheclothesoutofthewindow.I

lookedatthenecklace,ItookitoffAndlookedatit

somemore.Ishookmyheadandplaceditback

aroundmyneck.



Wewerestilldrivingwhenanothercarblockedus.

"Bruno?"Iaskopeningthedivider.Threemorecars

blockedusfromallangels.Istartedpanicking

"Staylow"Brunosaystakingoutagunfromthe

dashboard.

Oneguygotoutfromthecarinfrontofuswitha

gunandhestartedshooting

"GETDOWN!"Brunoshoutedandhedidn'thaveto

twistmyarm,IgotdownscreamingasIhearthe

gunshots

"Xweareunderanattack"IhearBrunosay

shieldingme

"Idon'tknowhowmanybulletsthecarcantake

moreSir"hesaysandthelinegoesdead

Moreshotswerefiredbutnotatus.

"STAYdown"Brunosayspushingmyheaddown



It'squiet.BrunochecksthecoastandIhear

footstepsandBrunoaimshisgun.

"OnemorestepandI'llblowyourbrainsout"hesaid

"I'mjusthereforwhat'srightfullymine.Xhantiis

busytailingtwowhohasgotaway"themansays

andmyheartbeatsasIknowthevoice

Igetoutofthecarandtherehestood

"Mike"isayandIruntohim

"Zintlewai-"BrunosaysandhekeepsquietasI'm

alreadyhuggingMike

"Youokay?Weneedtogetoutofhere"hesays

pullingmeandIstandstill

"WhataboutBruno?"Iask

"Brunocanlookafterhimself.Thosewerementhat

yourboyfriendssent.Somethingmust'vealerted

him"hesaysandItouchmynecklace



Helooksatitclenchinghisjaws.Helickshislips

andhemotionsforBrunotocometohim.Bruno

dragshisfeet

"Takeoffyournecklace"MikesaysandIlookathim

takingitoff

"Here,gotothisadress"MikesaysgivingBrunothe

necklaceandacard

"That'ssuicide"Brunosayssnatchingthenecklace

andputtingitaroundhisneck

"Whatisthisplaceanyway?"Heaskslookingatthe

cardMikegavehim

{Minentle}

"Babelockallthedoorsandwindows"Xhantisays

andInod

"I'llletsomeonestandguard,plusyouhavefootage



oftheentirehouseonthescreens"hestatesandI

nodagain

"Justgo,Icanprotectmyselfagainstguyslikehim"

Ichasehimandhestopswhilelookingatme

"IthinkImuststayorgetmoreguards"hesays

takingouthisphoneandIgrabit

"Xhantiyoursisterisindangerjustgo"Ipushhim

outofthedoor

"DON'TFORGETTOLOCK"IhearhisshoutandI

chuckleshakingmyhead

JustforprecautionIstrappedmygunbehindme.

ThisAaronguyisslippery,he'sthe'whatIwantiget'

typeofguys.WhenthingsgoessidewaysI'llbe

ready.

Irubmytummyhummingasongandthebaby



kicksandIsmile

"We'llkickhimjustlikethatbaby"Isaygiggling

Imust'vefellasleepbecauseIwokeuptogunshots

beingfiredoutside.Ijumpup.

IcheckthescreensandIseeoneguycomingtothe

door.Heshootsthedoorhandlekickingthedoor

open.

Icheckmygunonemoretimeandit'sloaded.Isee

himcomingupstairsandIexittheroomfollowing

him

"OnemorestepandI'lldecoratemywallswithyour

blood"Idemandandliftsuphishands

"Soyoureallyallbyyourself?"Heasks

"WhoareYou?TheAaronIknowwaskindand

sweet.CorrectmeifI'mwrong...you'reabusingher



aren'tYou?"Iask

"I'mjustanormalguyEntle...Remeber?Theguy

whogaveyoualift?Ishould'vemadeamoveon

you"hesaysturningaround

"Soyou'regoingtoshootmeorwhat?"HeaskandI

snort

"Wecansettlethisanotherway"hestatesandhe

runstomegrabbingthegunandashotwentoff

landingnexttohisfootandhegrabsthegunoutof

myhandswithforcethrowingitawayandhegoes

formyneck.Iducktakinghimdownintheprocess

andIstartpunchinghiminhisfacefullforce.

Herollsusovermakinghimtobeonto.

"Idon'twanttohurtyouEntle...IjustwantZintle"he

saysliftinghisweight

"Getoffofme"Isayinfrustrationkickingonthe

process

"I'llgetoffAndiwalkaway"hesaysandIsigh



noddingmyhead

Heslowlygotupandhehelpedmegetupaswell.

HesmiledatmeandigavehimafakeoneasI

kickedhiminthenutsandhecrouchedgroaningin

pain

"Sonofa..."hecurseandIkickhiminhisface,Iaim

foranotheroneandhegrabbedmyfootandIstart

humpingontheonelegshootingitinhisface

makingmefalldown

He'sstillout.IstandupandIfeelsomethungwarm

rundownmylip,itouchitansseeitsbloodcoming

frommynose.Great.

IwenttothemainbedroomandIsearchedforthe

panickbuttonbehindthemirror.JustasIpressedit

myheadgetssmashedintothemirrormakingme

scream



"Youbitch,nowI'llkillyou"hethreatensliftingmy

headupandmyheadcollideswiththecupboard.

HethrowsmeonthegroundandIseehimcoming

closer.Itakemypocketknifethatwasinmypants,

iwaiteduntilhewasnearandIstabbedhim

continuously.AllIcouldhearwastheknifesinking

intohisskinandhisscreams.

Hefelldownstillwiththeknifeinhisbody

"Fuucckk"hecussedtouchinghimself

Isatonthebedholdingmyheadasitfeltlikeitwas

abouttoburst.

"You're-you'rejustgoingtoletmebleedout??"

Aaronasks

IwenttothebathroomandIgotthefirstaidkit.

"I-ibetyou'llinjectme,makingmedieaslowdeath"



hesaylaughingandIlookathim

"I'mnotthatcool.It'snotmyjobtokillyou"Istate

takingoutthebandagesandspirits

"Thismighthurt"Isaydampingthecottoninthe

spirits

"Icanta-aaahhhhhfuckthathurts"heshoutsandI

givehimaboredlook

"You'rebleeding"hesayslookingatmyheadandI

purposelytouchtheknifemakinghimgroan

"ThanksIdidn'tknow"sarcasticallysay

__________

Ihopeit'senough

[96]

{Zintle}



Helookedatmeforthelongesttimeandiwas

beginningtofeeluncomfortablebutforsome

reasonmycheeksheatupinstead

"Getdressed"Isaylookingawayandhechuckles

"Toomuchforyou?"Heasksclosingthespace

betweenusandIfeelthewallsclosinginonme

Mybodyfreezesashecomescloserwithhisface.

"Mike..."Iwhisper

"Igetit,I'msorry.Youstillneedtohealafterallof

this"hesaysandIrollmyeyes

"Don'tyouhaveawife?"Iaskandhesitsdown

shakinghishead

"Sheleftme"hesaysandmymouthformanO

"Whathappensnow?"Iask

"Wewaithereandwaitfo-"hisphonedisturbshim

andheanswersit



Hejumpsup

"OkI'llbethereassoonaspossible"hesays

"What?Stay?...finebutletmeknowofsheissafe"

hesaysdroppingthecall

"What'swrong?"Iask

"AaronwenttoXhanti'shouseandEntlewas

there...Hesayssheonlyalertedhimhedoesnt

knowwhattoexpectwhenhegets"heheavily

answersandInodcontinuously

{Xhantilomzi}

IdrovefullspeedbacktothehousewhenEntle

alertedme.Ihopeshe'sokay.Herphoneison

voicemail.



AssoonasIstopinfrontofThehouseIrushinside.

Thedoorwasopenedwithforce.Itakeoutmygun

frombehindmeandIrushedin.AtthismomentI

don'tcarewhathappenstomeaslongasifind

Entle.

Igoupstairsandpicturesonthewallwerecrooked.

Agunonthefarend.Bloodtrailsleadingtothe

maidbedroom,IfollowitandIopenthedoor.

TherelivethatwashedovermybodywhenIsaw

Entlelayingonthebed.IsawAaronIinjuredinthe

corner

"Help-helpher"hecoughedandIrushedtoEntle

"Entle?Baby?"Iquicklysayshakingherbutshe

doesn'tmove

"Whatdidyoudohongeryousonofa-"

"My-myeni"Entlewhispersmakingmeturntoher



"Entle"Irushtoheragain

IpickedherupandIcarefullyrushedherdownstairs

tothebasement.Ilaidheronthetabletakingout

myphone.

"PKIneedyoutorushtomyhousequickly"Isay

droppingthecall

"StaywithmeEntle!"IshoutatherasIseeher

comingandgoing.

{Mike}

I'mstressedout.

"Zintlelet'sgo"Icommandandshefollowsmeto

thecar

"I'dliketoseeEntletoobutIwanttoliveaswell"



ZintlecomplainsputtingonherseatbeltandIjust

lookathersteppingonthegas

WhenwearriveatXhanti'shousebothofusrush

outofthecarandintothehouse.Iwentupstairsto

themainbedroomandIsawsomeonestandupwith

astruggle.Whenthepersonturnedaroundo

withdrewmygunaimingitathimandheliftsuphis

onehand

"IsEntleokay?"HeasksandIfrown

"Lomzitookherdown"hesayspointingatthedoor

"Imeannoharm.Entlecould'vekilledmebutshe

helpedmeinstead"hesaysandIfrown

"You'restillgoingtodie"Istateandhenods

"LetsjustwaituntilEntleisfine,bothsheandshe

baby"hesays

"Whatdidyoudo?"Iinterrogatehimasweslowly

walkoutonhispace



"Myangertookover.ButIcantellyouthis,Entlecan

hitaperson.Lookatmelookatmyface"he

complainsandIchucklehelpinghimdownthestairs

"MIKE!"Zintleshouts

"That'shim..."shecontinuesandInod

"HeclaimshewantstoseeEntlewakeupfirstthen

wecankillhim"Ireply

"Zintle...forwhatitsworthI'msorry"Aaronsaysand

Ilookathim.Helooksmessedup.

PKcomesrunninginandhegoesdownstairs

immediately.Irunafterhim.

WhenthedooropeneditwasmileIwasenteringa

newplace.Ahospitalroomforthatmatter.Acosy

one.



EntlewasonthebedeyesclosedwhileXhantiwas

nexttoherholdingherhand

"Move"PKdemandsandXhantistandsupgiving

himspace

"Pleasehelpherbrother"Xhantisayswitha

breakingvoice

"She'sstrong"Mikesaysenteringwiththeslowly

dyingAaron

PKchasedallofusout.Ifeelformybrother.He's

beenpacingupanddownforthatpast40minutes

"Canyouchill?"Mikeasksdrowningabeer

"Bringmesomethingstrongerthanthat"Xhanti

saysandMikenods

"Shouldn'twecallhermother?"IaskandXhanti

shakeshishead



ThedooropensandXhantirushestoit

"Theyarefine.Itwasjustamildconcusion"PK

saysbutXhantigoespasthim

"Hereallylovesherbrother.Shemeanstheworldto

him"IrandomlysayashelooksatXhanti

disappearingintotheroomandhenods

"Whichiswhysheneedstostayawayfromthese

things.Sheandthebabywon'tbesoluckynext

time.Withallthosebruisesthebabycould'vegotten

hurt"heanswers

"You'restrongtoo"hesaysdirectedtomeandI

scoff

"It'strue.Yougotou-"

"Ishould'vegottenoutalongtimeago"Icuthimoff

Andisighsittingdown

"ButIguessnotallishisfault"IwhisperandPK

looksatme



"Iabortedhischildandafterthatthingswentsouth"

Icontinueandheblowsoutair

"Ican'thelpthere;thisoneneedscleansing.Dad

won'tlaughaboutthis...butI'lltalktohim"Hesays

andIsmile

__________

[97]

{Xhantilomzi}

Ilookedather.Bandagesaroundherheadandarm

"You'restubbornmylove"Isaywhilelookingather

"FromtodayonwardsIpromiseandIvowtobeby

yoursideandtoneverletyououtofmysightever

again"Icontinue

"I'mreallysorryLomzi"AaronsaysandIclenchmy



jaws

"Shutyourmouthyoupsycho.Thusisallyour

damnfault"Ihussedandhecoughed

"Whenshewakesupandshewill.I'llkillyouslowly

forlayingyourfilthyhandsonmysisterandwife.

YouhavenoidrahowlongI'vebeenwaitingforthis

moment"Isaygoingclosertohim

"Thesamewaymysisterscreamedandcried

everyday,youwillscreamandcryformetostop,to

putyououtofyourmisery"Isaysmilingandhe

chuckles

"Doyourworst,Iknewmytimewillcomesooneror

later.Yourwifecansurehit"statesandInod

{Zintle}

"Sowehavetogotogether?"IaskPKandhenods



"Aslongaswenotinthesamecar"Icontinueand

PKagrees

"WehavetobebackbythetimeEntleisawake"he

saysandIfrown

"Nottosound...-"

"Howeverit'llsoundIdon'twanttohearitZintle.I

getthatsomeofthisisourfaultfornotkeepingyou

underourwingkodwaI'dyouwanttosay

somethingnegativeaboutyoursisterinlawI'll

adviseyoutokeepitforyourself"hesaysandIroll

myeyes

IhavenothingagainstEntle.Ijustwishto

sometimesbearoundmybrotherswithoutthem

mentioningtheirpartners.Almostlikeinthepast...

MikeofferedtodrivemebecauseXhantihadtostay

andlookafterEntle.

"Sowhat'sthedealwithsushavingtorushback?"I



askMike

"WellAaronmadeadealwithXhanti.Helet'shim

liveuntilEntlewakesup.Afterthathecankillhim"

hesaysandmymouthformanO

"Killhim?Isn'tthattoodrastic?Whynotsendhimto

jail?"Iaskandhechuckles

"Yourbrothersdoesn'tco-operativelikethat"he

answers

"ThenI'llhavetobegEntletochangetheirminds"I

sayandagainhechuckles

"You'recute"hesayssmilingeventhoughitdidn't

feellikeacomplimentsbecauseofthewayhesaid

it

Wehavechangeddirection.

"Wherearewegoing?"IaskMikeandheshrugs

"Yourbrothersentmethislocation"hesays

pointingathisphoneandIcheckitout



ItakemyphoneandIcallmybrother.heanswersit

"Weneedtodosomefoodandclotheshopping.

Afterthatwellmeetmomanddadattheriver"he

saysandIlookatthephoneconfused

{Xhantilomzi}

I'mtryingtotrackdownGabbybutit'slikeshehas

vanishedfromthefaceoftheearth.

OnescreenwentwildandIstartedtyping.

"Gotyou"Isaylookingatthescreenbeforethe

locationwentblank

"Fuck!"Icursethrowingmyglassagainstthewall

anditshatteredintopieces

Isankdownagainstthewallholdingmyhead.



"Don'tbetoohardonyourself"hervoicewhispers

andIlookup

"Come,I'veranyouanicebath.Youneedtorest"

shesayscrouchinginfrontofme

"Don'tgivemethatlook,I'mfine"shecontinues

helpingmeup

"I'msorryIwasnttherebaby,i-ishould'vestay-"

"Shhhh,Iknowandthere'snoreasonforYouto

apologizeokay?"Shestateslookingintomyeyes

andInod

Shehelpedundressme

"Areyougoingtojoinme?"Iaskwithasmirkand

shelightlymassagemyballs

"Getcleanedup,I'llbringyousomethingtoeatand

drink"shewhispersandIkissher

AfterthenicebathIworemyboxers

"Yourpjsareonthebed!"IshearhershoutandI



lookatthebed.Therethepjslied.Theylooked

warm.I'veneverwornpjs,probablywhenIwasstill

3.Iworethembecausemightcallmeungrateful.To

keepthepeaceIworethem....

Therewasanote

*getunderthecovers,yourlaptopisinthefirst

drawer*Itsaid

Iendeduplookingatourweddingphotos.Thedoor

openedandshewalkedinwithabeautifulsmile

plasteredonherface

"MmhhIlovethis"Isaysittingupstraight

"Trustme,ithappensonceabluemoon"shesays

chucklingplacingthefoodinfrontofme

"Intonile?"Iasklookingatthefoodinfrontofme

"Haibobabyit'sfood.Theveggieswillhelpyou

buildupstrenght"shesayspointingatthemandI

scoff



"Haveyouseenme?Youthinkthisisfromeating

whatisthisrabbitfood?Ieatmeat..nyama,vleis"I

complain

{Minentle}

"Where'sthemeatanyway?"Heasksplayingwith

theworkintheveggies

"Noneofuswenttotheshopsmosbabe"Isay

holdingmylaugh

"Sowedon'tevenhavesomeBBQsauce?"heasks

andIshakemyhead.

Hesmellswhatisinthecup

"Smellssweet,canIhavewhiskey?"HeasksandI

shakemyhead

"Justtasteitatleast"isay



Hetastewhatwasinthecupandhepullsaface

"HaimarnEntlebabywhatisthi?"He'sactinglikea

babynow

"It'schamomiletea"Ianswer

"Chamo-mxmimaman,wedon'tdrinkthisurine"he

complainsputtingthecupdownandIlaugh

"Youaresodemandingyazin,thesearemine,Imade

youaniceandmeatylunch"Isayandhejumpsout

ofthebedrunningout.

{Zintle}

Afterbuyingunisexbabyclothesandfoodwe

droveoff.Outofthecity.

Drivingthroughtheforest..Iheardwaterfallingfrom

adistance.

"Soyou'regoingtointroducemetoyourpaRents

huh?"MikebringsmebackandIlookathim



"We'renoteventogether"Iflatoutsaidandhe

smirked

"Youweredestinedtobeminesinceyouwasalittle

girlZee"hesaysandIlookathim

"It'sokay,noteveryonerememberstheirfirstkiss"

hesaysandmyeyespopout

Thecarstoppedandwegotout.Myparent'swere

standingclosetotheriverbankwaitingforus.The

earfulimabouttoget

"I-uhhIthinkyoushouldstayhere"ItellMikebitting

mylipandhefrowns

"Don'tworryyourselfMike,you'rewithme"PKsays

passingus

Westoodinfrontofmyparentsandmydadlooked

atmewithanevillook.

"Doyouhaveanyideawhatyouhavedone?"He

hissedandIflinched



"Dad"PKbegs

"Noamountofcleansingwillrepairadestroyed

humanbeingslife"hecontinues

"Yourhandsarestained,stainedwiththebloodof

YOURinnocentchild..ThisispureevilZintle"he

saysandmyheartaches

"Thetemprailyshameanddifficultiesyouwent

throughaftercommittingsuchactsisfarbeyond

comparedthewrathofGodandyourancestorsthat

YOUunleadeduponyourselfbyengaginginsuch

actsasanabortion....youknowhowweasyour

parentsfeelaboutsomethinglikethat"tearsfall,my

dadhasneverraisedhisvoiceatme

"Wheredidwegowro-"

"Whenyousentmeofftoaboardingschool!"I

shoutshuttinghimup

"Iwassuposetobeyourbabygirl,yourprincessbut

noonegavemethattypeofattention.Thefirstman



inmylife,myowndadnevershowedmewhatit

meanstobelovedcorrectly.Mymomwhowas

obsessedwiththeboysandrunningtheirlives

forgotaboutme.Theonlypeoplewhomanagedto

recievedallyourattentionwasyourtwoeldestsons.

Younearlylostyourfamilyallbecauseyoucouldn't

liveyourownlife.Youhavenorighttojudgeme,I

hadmyreasonsanditwasmychoice,mybody.I

wentthroughhellbecauseofYouguys,younever

taughtmewhat'srealandwhat'sfake,thisisall

YOURfault"bythetimeiwasdoneIwascoveredin

snotandtears

"Letsgetthiscleansingoveranddonewith.Entle

mightbeawakebynow"Isaysniffing

"Doyouhaveanameinmindforthelittleone?"

AaronasksmeandIgivehimabrieflook

"Iwasthinkingaboutanameforour-forthebaby,PK

filledmeinoneverythingbeforewecamehere"he

saysandIsigh



_______________

[98]

{Xhantilomzi}

AfterthesessionEntlefellasleeponmychest.I

lookedatthetimeandBrunomustbeonhisway

withAjayalready.

IgotoutfrombeneathherandIpickedherup.I

lookedatthestairsandIshookmyhead.That's

purelabour,Entleisheaviernowsoioptedforthe

guestbedroomdownthehall.

Ilaidherdownandcoveredherwithathrow.Before

leavingIkissedherlipswithasmileplasteredon

myface.

Isprintedupstairstotakeaquickshower.WhenI



wasdoneIworemyblacktracksuitwithmypush

ins.I'vebecomeaccustomedtowearingslides

becauseofEntle.Shealwaysshoutsatmefor

walkingaroundbarefeet...

Itookoutsomechickenfromthefridge.Fingers

crossedmybabymakessomechickenpietonight.

{PK}

"Soyou'resayingIcan'tgetajob?"Aseasksonthe

otherline

"I'msayingyoushouldfocusonourwhitewedding"

Ianswer

"Whi-huh?"Shesoundsconfused

"YouheardmeandthinkI'llstayawhileatXhanti's

house"Iletherknow

"ImissEntle,howisshe?"Sheasks



"I'mnotfar,Istillneedtopassourcrib.Getready

whenIgetthere"Isaycuttingthecall

IlooktomyrightandAaronwasquiet.Ilookedat

histummyandIsawabloodstain

"Weneedtochangeyourbandage"Istatebringing

himbackandhetouchedthebloodstain

"Don'twanttowastebandages,I'lldieanyway"he

scoffsandIlookathim

"What'syourstoryAaron?Entletoldmeaboutyou

andyousoundedlikeaprettycoolguy,ishouldbe

beatingthecrapoutofyourightnow"Isayandhe

sighs

"Ijust-ijustloseitsometimesman,Iwasplanning

onintroducinghertomyparent-"Ihithiminthe

facebeforehecouldfinishandhegroans

"Loseitmyfoot!"Iyellandheholdshisnose



"Fuck,Iguessideservethat"hegroanssomemore

"IfyoubleedonmyseatsI'llhityousomemore,this

timeI'llpullovertodoitproperly"Isternlysayand

henods

{Minentle}

Iwokeupinanunfamiliarroom.Iwasstillnaked

butunderthecovers.IgotupandIgrabbeda

towel,wrappingitaroundmybody.

Islowlyopenedthedoorcheckingifthecoastwas

clear.Itip-toedtothefront,passingthekitchen

goingupstairs.Thestaircasemadeacracksound

andIstoodstill

"Baby?Isthatyou?"IhearXhanticallout

"Uh-yea,I'llberightwithyou"Isaygoingupstairsto

ourbedroom.



IranmyselfanicewarmbathwhileIwasbusyon

myphoneandacallcamethrough.Surprisinglyit

wasavideoscallfromAse.Ianswereditandshe

appearedonthescreenwithasmilewhichi

returned

"LookslikekingdickismakingYouglow"Isayand

shelaughs

"I'mgladtoseeyou'reokay"shesaysandInod

whiletouchingmyforehead

"Onlythescarshuh?YoursabadassEntle"she

continuesandIturnthetapoff

"I'mcomingtoyourhouse"shefurthersaysandI

raisemyeyebrows

"AsemahleZanacomingtomyhouse?Isitraining

outside?"Isaysoundingdramaticandshegiggles

"Makeusallsomefoodbye"shecutsthevideocall



Usall?IshrugasItakeoffmyrobegettingintothe

bathtub.Isuckmybreathasmyswollenvagina

comesincontactwiththewarmwater..Istop

midwaybeforesinkingintothewater.

It'sniceandwarm.

"Entlebaby"IhearXhanticalloutbeforeopening

thebathroomdoor

"Inhere"Irespondanduhearhisfootsteps

approaching

"Hey"hegreetskissingme,givingmebutterfliesin

mytummy

"Missedme?"Iaskgivinghimonemorepeckand

henodstouchingmywater

"Jesus!"Heshoutsquicklyretrievinghishandfrom

thewaterandIlookathim



"Entlehowcanyousitinthis,doyouwanttobe

cooked?"Heasks

"Thewaterisperfectlyfine,yougavemeatear

Xhanti.Sothewaterstemperatureisperfect"Isay

"Isthatthedoorbell?"Iaskandheliftsuphis

head,probablytohearbetterandhenodsstanding

upleavingme.

IlaidbackandIpressedplayonmyphone.Cody

Simpson-surfboardstartedplayingandIsangalong

whilerubbingmytummy.

ThewaterwasstartingtibgetlukewarmsoIgotout

andIdriedmyself.Itookoutmysilknightyandmy

gownwithmyfluffymorningshoes.

AfterIwasdoneIheaddownstairsandIheard



screemingandgroaning.Isprintedtothelounge

andXhantiwasbusybeatingupAaron.

IrantowardsthempushingPKoutofmywayandI

pulledXhantiaway.

"Finally,nowwecankillhim"hesaysaimingathim

andIpushhimback.Mybloodisboiling

"Inourlivingroomareyououtofyourdamnmind?

Nooneiskillingnoone.Aarongetup,Pkattendhim

anddon'tyoudarehurthim"IsternlysayandPK

looksatXhantiwhileIlookedatXhantiaswell.He

nodhisheadandPKhelpedAaronstandupbuthe

purposelygrabedhimonhisknifewoundmaking

himgroan.

Wewatchedthemdisappeararoundthecornerand

IlookedatXhanti

"What?"Heaskssittingdowndrowningaglassof

whiskey



"Xhanti,I'msodisappointedinyou"Isaysoftlyand

helooksatme

"Lookatthis"Isaypointingatthebloodstainson

thecoffeetable,whitecarpetandchair

"You'renotagangsterXhantisostopactinglike

one"Icontinue

"IfyoustartlisteningtomethenmaybeI'llstop"he

clapsbackandIsigh

"Babyigetitrandomsorry.Whatwasisuposetodo?

Ihadtodefendmyse-"

"TohellwiththatEntle!"Heyellsgivingmeafright

"Icould'velostthebothofyou,don'tyourealisethat?

Ifeltuselessasyoulaidonthatbed,youhaveno

ideahowthatsightmademefeelEntle.Youexpect

everythingtogoyourwayandeveryonehastobe

satisfiedwithit"hesaysplungingintothecouch

andIstroakhisback



"I'mdone"PKdisturbsusandIstandup

"Lethimgo,ifyouwanttoreleaseangergotothe

gym"Ibluntlysayheadingtothekitchentobegin

withdinner.

_____________

[Continuation]

{Minentle}

WhilepreparingfoodmyphonerangandIpickedit

up

"LiyababeWhatdoyouhaveforme?"Ianswerthe

phone

"There'sbasicallynothingonhim.Hisparentsaren't

hisrealparents.Fromonefosterhometothenext"

hesaysandIbitetheinsideofmycheeks



"Wait...Ijustgotholdofhismedicalrecord"hesays

andIlisten

"WhydoesZintlealwaysgetcrazyguysmara?"He

asksandIchuckle

"Youarewhatyouattract"Istate

"Nocriminalrecord,he'sbeenlivingoffmedication

hiswholelife"hesays

"Gettothepoint"Iimpatientlysay

"Theguyisharmless,ifhetakeshismedication"he

stateandIsighdroppingthecall.

IfinishupwiththefoodandItookittothedining

room

"Youguysaren'tgoingtoeatonmycouchesiza"I

sayandtheyallmovetothediningarea

Everyonesatdown.ItwasonlynowthatI've

noticedAsewasheretoo.

"I'mstarving"Aaronsaysgrabbinghisspoonto



startonthebrothandIlookathim

"3atandI'llmakesureit'sthelastmealyou'llever

have"Iwarnandhestops

"There'swater..here...isyourmedication.drinkit"I

saytakingoutthe2capsulesgivingittohimand

helooksatit

"Thankyou"hestatesdrinkingthepillswithmy

eyesstilldartedonhim

{Xhantilomzi}

"AnythingonGabby?"PKasksandIshakemyhead

"I'llputfireundermypeople"hesaysandInod

"What'sup?"Hesoundsconcern

"Ican'tstopthinkingaboutwhatSiyaandLunathi

did.IgaveSiyaanotherchanceatlifeandhefucks

ituplikethis"Iangrilysaycrushingmyknuckles



"LunathiisyourbrotherandSiyaisthebiological

fatherofAjay-"

"Sowhereishe?Hehasakidthat'sabouttoturn2

yearsoldbuthe'sMIA"Icuthimoff

"Maybeit'sbecauseheknowsyou'retryingtokill

him"heanswersandInodtakingasipofmyKWV.

"IthinkEntleisright.Thekilingneedstostop.We

aren'tgangstersPk.Dadcanoverlookonekillbut

not3.Getthembothtocomehere"Isayandhe

shakeshishead

"OnlyEntlecandothat.Yourwifehasthisaura

aroundher.It'scalmingyetunpredictable.She's

trustworthyandtheywilllistentoher"hesaysand

Ipaceupanddown

"Seethat'stheproblem.Idon'twantmywife

involvedinthis.Gabbyisstillathreat.Hersetting

upmeetingswiththemwillendangerbothofthem



andIcan'thavethat"Isaywhilerubbingmyhands

together

"Fineletthemcomehere"it'ssafeforeveryonehe

saysandIthinkabit

AftertheconversationIhadwithPKIsearchedfor

Entle.Ifoundheratthebacknexttothepoolwith

Ase.Ajaywasfarfromthepoolplayingwithhis

toyssoIwenttogreethimfirst.3monthstogo

beforewebecomeparentsofourownbaby.Ismile

tomyselfasiwalktoEntle.

"Ihopeyou'reheretotellmeyouboughtmeanew

car"shesayswithhereyesclosedandIchuckle

andAsegivesussomespace

"Icanbuyyouasmanyasyouwant"Isaytaking

herfeetonylap,IgrabbedthelotionandIstarted

rubbingitonherfeet

"Unfuna'ntoni?"SheasksandIlaugh



"CanIrubmypregnantwifesfeeteverynowand

thenwithoutwantingsomething?"Iaskandshe

shakesherhead

"Youcan'tevenkeepeyecontactwithme"shesays

"Don'tuseyourpsychologybrainonme"Isayand

sheclickshertongue

"Where'sZintle?"Sheasks

"WithMike,Canyouarrangesomethingforme.Your

thebestcandidateforthejob"Isayandshelooks

atmeforthelongesttime

"No"shebluntlysay

"Auwayouhaven'tevenheardwhatiwantyouto

do"Isaystandingupandsittingnexttoher

"You'reabouttoaskmetoarrangeawhatwhatwith

thosetwoknuckleheadswhichisgoingtoturninto

abloodbathno"shecalmlysaywithhereyes

closed



"I'llgetyouwhateveryouwant.Ijustwanttoburry

thebadblood"Ipleadbutstillnoresponsefromher

"FineI'llletyoubepresent"Igibeinandshelooks

atme

"Deal"shesaysgivingherhandtomeandI

hesitantlyshakeit

{Gabby}

"Doyouwantustostrike?"HeasksandIshakemy

head

"Theirguardisstillupandalert.Westrikewhen

theyleastexpectit."IsayandIcanseethe

frustrationonhisface

"Ifwestrikenowtheywillstrikebackhard-"

"Thenwhydowetrainifwecan'tattack?!"He

shoutsandIemergefrommychair



"Youdon'tknowthesepeoplelikeIdo.Theyare

smartandstrong.I'velearntthatonthehardway"I

saypointingatmyarmwhichhadacasket

"Should'vewenttothecops"hestateandIslaphim

"Ididyouidiot.Andwhathappens?MikeMartinez!"

Ichuckleaftershouting

"TheyhaveMikeontheirside?"Theotheroneasks

andInodfrustratingly

"That'ssuicidecan'twejustgoafterwhat'sher

name?MinentleKhozaandeliminateher?"Heasks

andilaugh

"TogettoherWeneedtogetpastthefirewallidiot"

theoneinfrontofmesay

"Allweneedtodoisleaveascar.Wedon'thaveto

doalot"Isaylookingatherpicture

_______________



NEXTDAY

{Minentle}

Ilookedathimashewassleepingonthecouch.

"Aaron!"Ishoutandhewakesupwithafright.He

sawthatitwasmeandherolledover.Excuseme?

"Yousawmeyouheardmenowstandup"Isayand

hegroansfacingme

"Asapatient....IneedalltherestIcanget"hesays

yawning

"Asapatientyouneedtotakeyourmedication

everyday.Getupandeatbreakfastsoyoucandrink

yourmedication"Isayputtinghisbreakfastonthe

tablenexttohimandhesitsupstraightwippinghis

eyes



Helooksovertothefood,hestartsonthesausages

andIslaphishand

"Youstartwithyourporridge,ifyou'restillhungry

afterfinishingitthenyoucaneattherest"Isayand

heopenshismouthtosaysomethingbutfightsit.

Hetakesthemilk,wantingtopouritbutistophim.

"Takesomebutterandmixitwithyourporridge.

Followedbyyoursugarandmilk"Isayandhe

frowns

"knowandIknowthatyouknowthatIwasn't

spoonfed.Ijustprefereatingitwithmilkandsugar

only"hesayswithaboredtoneandInod

Ashewasabouttostarteatinghelookedatme

"Areyougoingtostandtherethewholetime?"He

asksandInod

"You'repregnant,youcan'tstandtillimdone"he

says

"Watchme.I'mheretomakesureyoueatanddrink



yourmedicine.Wedon'twantyouhurtingmore

peopleinckudingmeright?"Oaskandhequickly

nodswhileeating

Ajayssecondbirthdayisaroundthecorner.Myboy

deservesthebestofthebest.Iwasbusythinking

aboutwhatIshoulddoforhimwhileIwas

sketchingnewdesigns.

"IsthatworkIsee"IhearXhantiaskandIquickly

hidethesketches

"Those?NoiwasjustcheckingtoseeifIstillgotit"

Iquicklyrespondandhenods

"Thecall?"HeremindsmeandItakeoutmyphone

callinglunathifirst

Heanswersthecallbuthedoesn'tspeak

"Lunathi"Isay

"Entle?Iseverythingokay?"Hequicklyasks



"Nothingisright.Youneedtotalktoyourbrother"I

sayandihearhimsigh

"He'llkillmeEntle.I'vebeenajerkbylookingoutfor

him.Hewon'tunderstandthewayyoudo"hesoftly

sayandIlookatXhanti

"IfI'mherehewon'tkillyou.I'llbepresent"I

honestlysayandIhearhimsighagain

"Fine,wheremustwemeet?"Heasksafterawhile

"Ourhouse"Isayandit'ssilent

"That'sgivinghimadvantage,no"hesaysandIpull

aface

"IgiveyoumywordLunathiplease"ibeg

"WhataboutSiya?"Heasks

"Siyawillalsobehere"Isay

"Sonokilling?"HeasksmakingsureandIchuckle



"I'llprotectyouguys.Iwon'tletthemkillyou"Isay

cuttingthecallandXhantikissesme

"WaitIhavetocallSiyabeforeLunathicallsandhe

findsoutIliedtohim"Isaystoppinghim

Siyapicksuponthesecondring

"Doyouwanttokillme?"Heasksansweringthe

phoneandIchuckle

"Nobutyouneedtocomeheresoeveryonecan

talk"Isay

"Entle?OhmyGodit'ssoamazingtohearyour

voice-"

"YeaXhantiwamtstoburrythehate"Isaycutting

himoffAndtheresapauseontheothersideofthe

linebeforeIhearhimlaugh

"Xhanti?Burry?Theonlythingthatsgettingburried

ismybody"hesays



"Thatwon'thappenIpromise.Justbehere

tomorrow.Lunathiwillbeheretoo.Iwon'tletthem

killyou"Isayandhechucklesagain

"WillIbeabletoseeAjayaswell?"Heasks,ilookat

Xhantiandhenods

"Yeayoucanseehim,youcanevenspendtheday

withhim.Surelythattellsyouthatyouwon'tget

killed"Isaycuttingthecall

"Youoweme"IpassXhantigoingtothekitchen.

____________

I'vebeenProcrastinatingfor2daysanditwashell

Imissedinteractingwithyouguys

NowthatI'mallrefreshedandmymindisclearwe

cancontinue

[99]



{Xhantilomzi}

"Goodmorning"mymomgreetswhensheenters

andIsmileather

"Youreallydidn'thavetodothisMama"isayand

shescoffs

"He'smygrandsonandIhaveexperiencein

teaching.Itwon'tbehardteachinghimonqdialy"

shesaysandInod

"ThankyouagainMa.Wedidn'tknowwhotoget

andXhantidoesn'ttrustanyonearoundAjay"Entle

saysgreetingmymomandshesmileshuggingher

"Thelittleoneisgrowing"shemotionstoEntle's

stomachandIrespectfullystopher

"I'msorry"sheapologizesandInod

"Don'tmindhimma,comeit'sthisway"Entletales



mymomshandleadingherupstairs

Whatabeautifulview...

"Sirtheyarehere"Brunodisturbsmefrommy

thoughtsandIfollowhim.OutsideSiyaandLunathi

weresittingintheircars

"Whatareyouwaitingfor?Come"Isayandthey

shaketheirheads

"WerewaitingforEntle.Forallweknowyoumight

justkillusassoonaswegetout"SiyasaysandI

rollmyeyes

"IfIwantedtokillyouIwould'vediditassoonas

youenteredmypremises"Ihiss

"Siya,Lunathiit'sokay"IhearEntlesaybehindme

andIsecretlycuss

"MoveawayXhanti"shesaysandIhearhercoming



closerandImovedawayfromthecargoinginside

ImademyselfsomecoffeewhenIheardthem

comingintothekitchen.Thefootstepsgotheavier

andfasteralmostlikepeoplewererunning.Iwent

tocheckitoutandsomeonebumpedintome.It

wasLunathi.

Ilookedathimandhesteppedback.Somemore

runningandSiyaappeared.Hetriedstopping

himselffrombumpingintomebutthetilesmade

himslidepastmeinstead.

IlookedbehindLunathiandIsawPKcomingin.

Lunathiwasnowinthemiddle

"Youkidshavetoplaynice"Entlesays

"Who'shungry?"Sheasksandthesetwoidiotsraise

theirhands



"Yeseat,itmightbeyourlastmeal"PKwarns

comingcloserandlunathirunstoEntleshielding

behindher

"Goooomoor-ohmorning"AaronsaysandLunathi

chargesintohisdirection

"IknowYou,you'rethatpsychowhonearlykilledmy

sister!"Heyells

"Andiknowyou,yourthatguywhothoughtEntle

andIweresagging"AaronclapsbackandIpull

Lunathibackhardmakinghimfallontheground

"Letsallgotomystudy,Entlebabyfinishwiththe

food.Youcanbringitinwhenyou'redone"Isay

andshenods

"No,Entlehastostaywithusatalltime.Youmight

killusassoonaswearealone"SiyasaysandEntle

shrugs

"Finethenwe'llallwaituntilEntleisdone"Isay

sittingdowninfrontofthetv



{Minentle}

"I'llquicklytaketheseburgersuptoAjay"Isayand

Xhantinodstakingabiteoutofhis

"

Ienteredtheroomweturnedintoaplayroomfor

ajay.Hewassittingdownbuildingsomethingwith

hisblocks.

"Hi,here'ssomethingtoeat"Isayputtingthe

burgersdownandMasmilesatme

"Mama"AjaysaysandIlookathim

"Kissy?"Iaskandhepourshislipsmakingme

laughandIkisshim

"Ma?"HesayspointingatMaandshegasps

"Youwantakiss?"Sheasksandhepointstoher

lipsthenhisandigiggleasMagiveshimapeck



"Mama"hesayssmiling,revealinghismouthfilled

withteethandIsmilebackathim

"Byebyeneh?"Isaystandingupandhewavesat

measIclosethedoor

Iwentdownstairsbeforethosebullskillsone

another

"Youhadachoice!"IhearXhantishout

"Iwasonlylookingoutforyou.Thatexabbyof

yours?Thedeadone?Shewasloose.Shewould've

sleptwithmeifididn'tstophermyself!.Don'tyou

RemeberhowIalwayssaidgoodriddancewhen

youkilledher?"Lunathishouts

"Becauseshebetrayedme"handIsays

"Thattooandthefactthatherplaninvolved

causingariffbetweenusbrothers.Itwasgoingto

happenifIsleptwithherbutIwaslookingoutfor

you"hesaysandIenterthelounge.Theyallstop

talkingandtheywentbacktotheirseats

"Entle,Ijustwanttoapologize-"Istophim



"Noneed.Iknowyouloveyourbrotheralotandthat

youwanttoprotecthim.OnethingI'verealised

aboutallofyouisthatyouhaveallthemoneyand

resourcesintheworldbutyoudon'tusethem.Ive

beendoingmyownhomeworkaswell.AsbrothersI

expectedyoutosaveyoursisterfromthegetgo.As

wespeakimtryingtoprotectthisfamily.Imanaged

togetahitsomewhereinKZNongabbybutit

dissapearedassoonaswelocatedit"Isayand

Xhantijumpsup

"Youhadaleadandyoudidn'ttellus?"Hequickly

asksandIfrown.

"OutofeverythingIjustsaidthat'swhatyouheard?

Whatisthepointofgivingyoualocationofwhich

sheisn'tthereanymore?"Iaskandhesighs

"NowSiyaIhavenothingtosaytoyou-"

"WellIdo,I'msorrynana.IhatedthefactthatXhanti



showedyouwhattrueloveiswhileIcouldn't.I

hatedthefactthathewasMrperfect.Themessage

sayingyoumustcometothehotelwasmyidea.I

wantedyoutolookathimthesamesayyoulookat

me.I'msorry,I'masoreloser,thistimearoundI'll

makethingsright"hesaysandIlookathimthenat

Xhanti.HelookslikehewantstopunchSiya

"Baby?"Icallout

"Howmany?"IaskandhelooksatSiya

"Justenoughtosendamessage"hesaysandInod

standingup

"I'llgetsomedrinks"Iexcusemyself.

AsIwasbusyckrnaibgthedishesIheardm

mumbling.Itgotlouderuntiltheystartedarguing.

SoundslikeXhantiwasonSiya'scasewhilePKwas

onLunathi.IheardthingsfallandIrushedtothe

livingroom

"IfanythingbreaksI'llbreakallofyou"Isayand

theylookatme



"OhGodEntlehelp.Theywanttokillus"Lunathi

sayswithashakyvoice

"Wewon'tkillyou,Wejustwanttoteachyoua

lesson"PKsayswithaseriousfaceshutting

Lunathiup

"Yousaidyou'llprotectus"SiyasaysandIchuckle

"IsaidI'llmakesuretheydon'tkillyou.IneversaidI

won'tletthembeatyouup"Isayturningaround

{Gabby}

"IDIOTS!!!"Iyell

"Theywerethusclosetofindingus!"Ishout

Ihitmyheadagainstthewall.IscreamasIpush

everythingoffmytable

"Bringhimhere!"Ishoutandtheybringforththe



imbecilewhomadeacallfromoneofthephonesI

gavehim

"SeeyouInhell"Isaypullingoutmyshotgunfrom

underthetableandhestartsapologizing

IaimedathimandIshothim.Brainsscatteredon

thefloor.Somethrewup

"VomitagainandI'llmakeyoueateverythingoffthe

floor"Iwarnandtheypullthemselvestogether

"Idon'thavetimeforthis"IsayandIshootthemall.

Dead

LookslikeI'llhavetodoeverythingmyself.Howit's

suposetobe.Myfamilydoesn'twanttohelpme.

TheywrotemeoffassoonastheyheardwhatI

wanttodo.Mybrotherwasworse.Heevencursed

me.Ican'thelpthattheydon'twanttoavengemy

sistersdeath.Itbafflesme.

Icalledmybrotherandhepickedupafteralong



time

"I'msurprisedthatyou'restillalive"heanswers

"Hellotoyoutoobrother"Isay

"Whatdoyouwant"heasksinaboredtone

"Ineedstrongermen.Theseonesarewea.ikilled

them"Istate

"Youki-killedthem?Areyouinsane?I'mnotgoing

tohelpyouagain.Don'tcallmeeveragain"hesays

cuttingthecallandIsigh

Icalledhimagainbutitsaidthenumberdoesnot

exits.

GuessI'mflyingsolo.Icanworkwiththat.Istill

havemoneytodowhatisneeded

____________

[100]



TWOMONTHSLATER

{Iwokeupearlythenextdaytostartpreparingthe

food.ItsnotevenFridaytodayandIwanttostart

cookingbeforetimecatchesme.

XhantitoldmethatthisyearWewillhostthe

Christmaslunch.I'm8monthspregnantanditfeels

likeI'munderlockdown.

Istarttakingoutthemeat.Somethingismissing...

theredmeatforthebroth.

"Youlookstressed"myhusbandsayskissingme

andInod

"Letmegochange"IsayheadingupstairsandI

hearhimfollowme

"Whereyou'regoing?"HeasksandIsigh



"Babeplease....werenotdoingthissoearlyinthe

morning"hesaysandIgroan

"Please?Justfortoday?Youcanevencomewith

me"Ipleadandhelooksatmeforalongtime

beforeagreeing.

Ajayhasbecomethecenterofattention.Whenhe

turnedtwohisfatherdecidedtogetridofhis

dreadlocks,onlyleavingthetop.Mysonlookslikea

grownmannow.MaislettingAjaystaywiththem,I

thinkshe'sonlytryingtogiveXhantiandIenough

spaceuntilthebabycomes.ButI'mgrateful.

Thisyearit'sgoingtobeabiglunch.Lunathiand

hisbrothersburriedthehatchetfinallyyetallare

stillagainstSiyaespeciallyXhanti.Idon'tblame

him...

AtthemallIdraggedXhantifromstoretostore.

"Yousaidyouwantedredmeat.Notshoesand



whatisthis?Babyclothes.Didn'twebuyallofit

already?"HeasksandIgiggle

"WhenIseebabyclothesIjustwanttobuyit"Isay

gettingintothecar

"Myturn"Xhantisaystakingadifferentroute.I

didn'tsayanything.Hestoppedinfrontofabuilding

"Whatarewedoinghere?"Iaskgettingoutandhe

kissesme

"Whatwasthatfor?"Iaskandhesmile

"Iloveyouandyoulooksexyashell"hesays

lookingatmeandiblush

Wewentaroundandhestoppedme

"Putthison"hesaysgivingmeablindfoldandi

frownwhiletakingit.Hehelpedmeputiton

"HowmanyfingersamIholding?"HeasksandI

shrug



Westartedwalkingandheheldme

"Wherearewegoing?"Iaskandmyvoiceechoes.

WecametoaStop,allIheardwasmyheelsclicking.

HetooktheblindfoldoffAndwhatwasinfrontof

memademyeyespop.IlookedatXhantiinshock.I

lookedatthecar.IsawthenumberplateMZana.

Thebigredribbonstoodout.

Myeyesgotteary.

"IsthiswhatIthinkitis?"Iaskandhenods

"Howdidyougetthis?Tesla'saren'tmadeinSouth

Africa.Hellnoteveninafewyearstime"I

astonishinglysaywhiletouchingthecar.Ilookedat

itandIopeneditandmymouthformanO

"Noway.Isthisthemodel3?Theonewiththetrack

package.Nowayithas300+miles.Babythisis..."I

becamespeechlessandhehuggedme



"YoumaythinkIdon'tlistentoyouwhenyoutalk

aboutyourwantsandneedsbutIdo.Isawhowyou

lookedatthatteslaontv"hesaysandIgigglewhile

wippingmytears

"Andyoudecidedtoimportoneforme?Custom

made.HowwillItopthis?"Iaskandhechuckles

kissingmyhead

"Bybeingwithmefortherestofyourlife"hesays

andIhithimwhilewippingmytears

"Youareacrybaby"hesayspinchingmycheeks

WetookpicturesandXhantilikesbeingforward.He

postedthepicturesbeforeIcould.Isn'titmycar?

Yoha.ah.

Idrovebehindhim.Ibetitlooksfire.Mywhitetesla

andhisAudi,nightwalker.



Myphoneranganditwashim.ianswersit

"YadikaBaby,letmehavethusmoment"Isayand

helaughs

"Keeponfollowingme"hesayscuttingthecall.I

didwhatwastoldandweendedupataracingtrack.

IlaughedasIgotout

"Audiistheonlycarthatcanraceagainstatesla.

Showmewhatyou'vegot"hesaysandIlookathim

inaweasIgotbackintomycar.

"Youdoknowyoucould'vewonmeright?"Xhanti

saysaftertheraceandIrollmyeyes

"Youhaveexperience,Idon't"Istateandhe

chuckles

"It'sjustyourdriftingthatneedssomeworkbaby,in

otherwordsyouactuallywon"hesaysandIbeam

"I'mjoking,youstartedofftooslow"hesaysmaking

mysmiledissapear



Hemademesitonmycarsbonnetandhekissed

me.ThekisslastedforawhileandIquicklybrokeit

"Xhantithefood"Iquicklysaygettingoffthecar

"Ohyea;yeawebettergetgoing"hesaysopening

thedoorformeandclosingitassoonasIgotin

"I'llberightbehindyou"hesaysgivingmeaakiss

andInod

Xhantivideocalledmewhileweweredriving

"UxoloSthandwa,beingindifferentcarsfeelslike

youfaraway"hecomplainsandIsnort

"YougavemethecarXhantistopbeingbitter"Isay

andherollshiseyesmakingmelaugh

Wepulledupintointothegarage

"Yourgarageisgoingtobefull"Isayaswegotout

"Wecanalwaysextendit"hesaystakingoutthe

bags.Ihelpedbytakingthelightstuff.Heopensthe

doorleadingtothekitchen.Assoonasweplaced



thebagsdown

"Surpise!"Ihearpeopleshoutgivingmeafright.I

lookaroundandiseealotofpeopleinmyhouse.

"Whatisthis?"IaskholdingmyhestandIfeel

Xhantihuggingme

"Surpisenumber2"hesaysandIfrown

"Mommytobe"Liyasaysputtingacrossonmy

headandIgasp

"Youguysdidallthisforme?"Iaskandtheynod

"Youdeserveeverythingandmorebaby.Alothas

happenedinayearstimeandyouleftamarkin

eachandeveryoneofus.You'reourmother

theresa"Xhantisaysholdingmyhandkissingit

"He'sright,you'reanamazingperson.Icouldn'thave

askedforabetterdaughterinlaw"MrZanasays

andhiswifenodsherheadwithasmileandIwipe

mytears



{Xhantilomzi}

Iledentletotheloungewhereeverythingwas

shifted.Inthemiddleoftheroomtherewasabig

royalbluecouchwithatouchofgold.Ihelpedher

sitonit.

"We'llbeattheback"isaygivingherakiss

"Liya,noexoticstuff"Isayandhepushesmeaway

"Yeayeayea"hesaysandIshakemyhead

"You'renotevenlistening"Isayheadingtowhere

themenwere.

Therewerealotofpeopleherenolies.Siyawas

heretooincludingAaron.Yeahe'sstillpartofus,he

hasbecomefamilyaccordingtoEntle.Bigheart

thatone.

IwenttowheremybrotherswereandIgreeted



them.

"Isawthenewwheelsyouboughtforwifey"Thando

saysandLunathiwhistles

"ATesla?CanyoubuyoneformewhenIgraduate?

That'slikemydreamcar"hesaysholdinghischest

andIopenacanofklipdrift&cola

"Graduate,getintothebusinessfieldluketherestof

usthenyoucanbuywhateveryouwantwithyour

ownmoney"Isayandhecleanshisteeth

{Minentle}

Everyonewasdrinkingoutofsippicupsandhaving

ablast.HowcanIhaveablastwhenIcan'teven

drinknorsmoke?Imissmyhookahnolies..

ThedoorbellrangandLiyawenttocheckwhoit

was.

"Sowhat'syournamehandsome?"Ibearhimask



andIfrownlookingbehindme

"Spencer?"Iaskandhesmilesatme

"IhopeI'mnotlate"hesaysandIshakemyhead

givinghimahug

"Entlethisismysister,theoneItoldyouabout"he

saylightlypushingthelittlecurledheadedgirlforth

andIsmileather

"IsthisthefamousElla?"Iaskandsheblushes

"Notasfamousasyou"shesaysandIgiggle

brushingherhair

"Spencertheguysareattheback,thankyoufor

coming"Isayandhenodsgivingmeagiftbag

"Youdidn'thaveto"Isaytakingitandhescoffs

"MrZanasaidIcancomebutnotemptyhanded.He

saidandIquite"Youwillnoteatforfreeatmy

daughterinlawshower"hesaysandIlaugh

"Hewasprobablyjustpullingyourleg"Isayleading



himtotheback

"Alotofpeoplehere"hesayslookingaroundandi

nod

"Idon'tevenknowhalfofthesepeople"osayand

helaughs.Someoneclearstheirthroatbehindus

anditwasXhanti

"Baby,Spencerthisis-"

"Theluckyguy"hecutsmeoffshakingXhanti's

headandXhantishakeshishandaroundmywaist

"Luckyman,I'mtheluckyman"hesaysemphasizing

thewordmanandIgiggle

"Playnice"Isaygivinghimakiss

"ShowSpenceraround,Aaron!"Icalloutandhe

looksatmeputtingdownthebeercomingtous

"AaronmeetSpencer,SpencermeetAaron...my

eldestson"Isayandhefrowns



"Nicetomeetyoubro"Aaronsaysshaking

Spencer'shand

TheyleftleavingXhantiandi.

"Who'sthat?"HeasksstilllookingatSpencer

"ThatisSpencer,oneofyourdadsdrivers"Isay

goingbackintothehouse.

Somepeoplewenthomewhileclosefriendsand

familystayedbehind.

"Imissmygrandpa"mymomsaysandIchuckle

"Okayyoucantakehimwithyouwhenyou

leave,youandMaaretakingmysonawayfromme"

Isayandshekissesmycheek

Peoplewerestilldrinkingandeatinglikethere'sno

tomorrow.



MymomandMrsZanaleftwithAjay.Xhantisat

nexttomewithhisfood

"Yousureyoudon'twantanythingbabe?"Heasks

andIshakemyhead

"Idon'tfeelokay"Iwhisperandhelooksatme

"What'swrong?"HeasksandIshrug

"Soyouwantustoretiretobed?"HeasksandI

shakemyhead.

Xhantihelpedmetothebathroom.

"CanIgetaquickly?"HeasksgrindingonmeandI

shakemyhead

Afterdryingmyhandsweheardgunshot.Multiple

gunshotsandpeoplescreaming.Igotafrightand

Xhantishushedme.Heopenedthedoorandthe

shotswenton.

"Movetoanotherroom"hewhispersandInod



Suddenlyitwasquiet

"ENTLE!XHANTIM!"Wehearsomeoneshoutfrom

downstairsandIruntoDrwhoitwas.ItwasPK

"Yourbleeding"Isayrushingtohimandhegroans.

Ilookaroundtherewerebodieseverywhere.

"Don'tworryaboutme,where'sAjay?"Heasksand

mybodyfreezes

"Shegotaway!"AaronandSpencerrushesinandI

startcrying

"Givemeaphone"Isayshaking

"Babycalmdow-"

"DON'TTELLMETHAT!"IcutXhantioff

AwoundedSiyagavemehisphone.

"ThankYou,PkYouandliyahavetocheckifthere's

anyonealive"Isaysniffing

Idialedmymothersnumberanditrangforawhile



"Gameover"afemalevoicesaysandIdropthe

phonecryingmylungsout

"NO!"Iscream

"Xhantihe's..."thewordsgetstuckandIwailand

Xhantiembracesme

"Entle.."PKsayspointingattheflooranditwaswet

"Xhanti,ge-getmethebabybag"Isayheadingtothe

garage

"We'llbringit,goahead"Pksausgroaning

Xhantirushedtothehospital

"It'stooearlyXhanti"Isaycryingwhileholdingmy

tummyandheholdsmyhand

"Areyouinanypain"heasksandIshakemyhead

"Notye-fuck"Icursethrowingmyheadback

"Drivefaster"Icommandandhestepsonit



AtthehospitalXhantiscoopedmeupandcarried

meintothebuilding.Thepainwasintense,Idon't

knowifitwasthepainorthefactthatmyfirstborn

sonmightbedead.I'mhopingthatI'llwakeupand

someonewilltellmeit'salladream.

Iwasadmittedimmediatly.

{Xhantilomzi}

"ShouldIwaitoutside?"Iaskandshegrabbedmy

collar

"Youwilldonosuchthing"shethreatens

Insidethewardshehadherlegswideopen.

"Arewesurethebabyiscomingrightnow?"I

oanickandthemaledoctorputonsomegloves

"Onlyonewaytofindout"hesaysspreadingher

legsmore



"Whoawhatareyoudoing?"Iask

"IhavetocheckSir"hesayspointingatEntle's

vagina

"Xhantithisisn'ttheTimenorplaceplease"Entle

begsandIgivethedoctorspace

HestickshisfingersupEntle'svagina

"Whoa,okayma'amonthecountof3I'llneedyouto

push"hesaysandEntlenods

"One,two,three"hesaysandEntlescreamswhile

pushing

"Doctor,thehead"onenursesays,IcheckandI

nearlyfainted

"Onemore,abigonethistime"thedoctorsaysandI

holdEntle'shandsasshepushesoncemorealmost

breakingmyhand

"Babyyeka"Itaponherhandandshescreamsand

alittlecryerupts



"It'sagirl"thenursesaysandtheycleanherup.

"Yougavemealittleprincess"IsaykissingEntle's

sweatyforehead

"Ajay"shewhispersbeforeclosinghereyesandthe

machinesstartedbeeping

"Entle?!"Ishoutbutshedidn'trespond

"Nono,what'shappenin?!"Ipanick

"Siryouhavetowaitoutside"thenursesayspulling

meawayasIkeptonyellingEntle'sname.

________

[101]

{Xhantilomzi}

IwasbusypacingupanddownwhenIheardmy

sistersvoice.Shesawmeandrantome,hugging

meandIhuggedherbacksniffing



"Where'sEntle?"SomeofmybrothersaskandI

shrugwippingmytears

"Minutesafterdeliveryshe-sheclosedhereyesa-

andmachinesstartedbeeping..."Istopaspain

chokedthewordsfromcomingoutandIfeltahand

onmyshoulder

"HasanyonegoteyesonGabby?"Iaskandnoone

respondsandIlookatMike

"Someofmymenaretailingher.Oncewehavea

solidlocationwellbulldozeourwayin"hesaysand

Inod

"ButAjaywasn'tfound"SiyasaysandIhearthe

hurtinhisvoice

"Meanshe'sstillalive"PKsays

"Andforhowlong?Ineedsomeair"hesaysleaving

"Whatgender?"MymomasksandIchuckle



"It'sagirl"Isaysmilingandsodoesshe

"Doesshehavehermothersgoodlooks?"Sheasks

andIlookather.Mymomistryinghardtodistract

me...

"Zanafamily!"AmaledoctorcalloutandIjumpup

"Ye-yesI'mherhusband"Istatewithashakeyvoice

"MrsZanaisoutofdanger.She'sallowedone

visitoratatimeonlyforanhour"hesays,Ilookat

myfamilyAndtheyallnod

{Mike}

Ilookatthetextoncemorebeforekickingtire

"DamnyouEntle"Isaytakingoutacigar

"What'stheplan?"IhearPKaskbehindmeandI

shakemyheadinfrustration.Helooksatmefora

longtimewithafrownonhisfaceandIlookathim.



"No"hestatesandIgivehimaheavysighbefore

killingthecigar

"Idon'thaveachoice"Isaydefeatedandhegives

meafullblownpunchandIstumble

"Xhantiisgoingtokillyou"hewarnsshakinghis

handasbloodstarteddrippingfromhisbullet

wound

"Who'slookingaftertheinjuredatthehouse?"Iask

"ThandoishelpingLiyaandthosetwoknuckle

heads"heanswerswincinginpainashetouched

thewound

"AaronandSpencer?"Iaskandhenods

"Ineedtheirhelp"Istateandhetakesouthisphone

passingittome

"Whenyou'redonebringittome.I'mgoinginto

Ase"hesaysleaving



{Xhantilomzi}

Ilookedatherasshelaidonthebed.

"Ishould'vefocusedmore"Iwhisperholdingher

hand

"Ajayisgone.."Isayandalumpforminmythroat

again

"I'msorry"Iwipemytearsstillholdingherhand

Iwentclosertokissherforalongtime.After

breakingthekissIgaveheranotherpeck.

"Iloveyou,Youmustwakeup,Weneedtonameour

daughter....she-shehasyourpinkandbrownlips"I

saysmiling

"Ibetshe'llbejustlikehermother.

Fierce,strong,stubborn-"



"MrZana?"AfemalevoicewhisperbehindmeandI

seeit'sanelderlynurseholdingababyandIrushto

her

"Maybeherpresencewillhelp"shehandsmybaby

tomeandItakehetcarefully

"Areyousureit'sokayforhertobeoutofthe

incubator?"Iaskworriedandshenods

"She'shealthyasanoxSir.Thedoctordoesthatfor

precautionandbecausethemotherisstillout"she

saysandInodsittinginfrontofEntleagain.

Ilookedatmylittlegirlwithsmile.Siphosethu...

IsatthereforafewmoreminutesuntilMikecame

inandhemouthsanapology.

"Heressomecoffee"hesaysgivingthecoffeeandI

takeit

"Isthisthelittleprincess?"Heaskslookingat



SethuandIsmile

"YouruinedthekidwithyourbigearsX"hesays

andIchuckletakingasipofthecoffee

"Gabbywillpayforthis"hestatesandInod

"I'mgoingtofindAjaythenI'llkillher"Isaystaring

atnothing

"Canyouholdher?Myarmsaregettingtired"Iyawn

givingSethutoMikeandhenods

{Mike}

IlookedathimashemadespacenexttoEntle.

"Ijustneedtoclosemyeyesforabit"hesaysandI

nod

Ilookathimasheembraceshiswifeandsleep

overtakeshisbody.Icountto10andIstoodup



goingtothewindow.SpencerandAaronstood

therewaitingformysignal.Ishowedthemthebaby

andtheydissapeared.

Soontheyenteredtheroomwithastretcherand

bothwerewearingscrubs.

"Justsoyouknow,Xhantidoesn'tlikeeitherofusso

hewouldn'thesitatetokillusifthisgetsout"Aaron

saystakingthebabyandhegiveshertoSpencer.

"YeaIknowbutI'llrathertakemychanceswithhim

thanwithEntle"Isayandtheylookatme

"Hurryup,Aarontakeherfeet"IsayasimoveEntle

awayfromthebedontothestretcher.

"Whataboutthelittlebaby?"SpencerasksandI

thinkforawhile

"Youguysgototheparkinglotandwaitforme

there"Isaytakingprincess



IwenttowherethebabiesarekeptandIlookedfor

athenurse.

"Hi,Isawyouwiththedoctorwhoearlieron.The

fatherwasdrainedandheaskedmetoholdonto

her,butIneedtobesomewhere"isayandshenods

whiletakingprincess

AssoonasIsawthenurseplacingprincessinthe

incubatorIleftwhilemakingacall.

"Ineedmuscle,atthefrontandclosetoprincess"I

saybeforedroppingthecall

AttheparkinglotAaronandSpencerwerewheeling

EntleinsidethevanandmyphonerangandI

answer

"Doyouhaveher?"SheasksandIsendapictureto

comfirm

"Getherherequickly,everythingisprepared"she

saysandIcutthecall.



______________

Aswespeakimbusywiththenextchapter
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{Xhantilomzi}

Iopenedmyeyesandtheroomwaslight.Meaning

itwasmorningalready.

Ilookedtomyleftanditwasempty.

"Entle?!"Icalloutbuttherewasnoanswer.Mike

wasn'therewithSethueither.Myheartstarted

beatingfastandIjumpedup

"MrZana"Ihearamalevoicecalloutanditwasthe

doctor

"MrsZanaisgone"hesaysandmyearszing

"Whatdoyoumeanshegone?"Iask



"Where'smydaughter?"IaskbutleavebeforeI

couldhearthedoctorsanswer

Irantowherethebabieswereandatthedoorstood

abigguy.Istoppedandlookedathimsincehewas

blockingtheway.

"Outofmyway"Icommandandgrovestotheright

makingwayforme

Thenursewhobroughtmydaughtersawmeand

smiled

"Heresheis,youknowwehavetogetanamefor

her"hesaysandInodasIquickytakemydaughter

Iwasstillstarringatherwhengunshotswentoff.

Somewereaimedatthebigglasswindowbutit

couldn'tpenetrate.

Icalledmikeandhepickedupafterthefirstring



"Iwaswaitin-"

"CutthecrapMike.Whatthehellisgoingon"Icut

himoff

"Gunshotsmeansthatwere2stepsaheadof

Gabby"hecalmysays

"Whatthehellareyoutalkingabout?Whatswiththe

shooting?Mydaughter-"Iramblebuthecutsmeoff

"Calmdown,thosearethebestofthebest"hesays

"Where'sEntle?"IaskbutIrealisehehascutthe

callalready.IcurseasIthrowmyphonedown.

IheldSethuclosetome,shieldingherassome

bulletswentthroughtheglasswindownow.

"Xhanti!"Ihearsomeonecallout,itwasPK.Only

nowIheartherearen'tshotsbeingfiredanymore

"Areyouokay?Where'sthebaby?"HeaskedandI

liftmyheadupandIseeawaveofreleavewash



overhim.

"Entleisgone"Isay,hesaysanythingandIlookat

him

"Where'sEntlePK?"Iangrilyask

"I-idon'tknowokay?AllIknowisthatthishasMike

writtenalloverit.Idon'tblamehom"hesaysandat

thatmomentIwishocouldstranglehim

"Canyouforoncetrustthem?"Heasks

"LookwheretrusthasbroughtusPK!"Iyell

Ilookaroundandthatguardisnowheretobe

found.

{Mike}

Ilookedather.

"She'smorebeautifulnow"Melonysayssmiling



"Herhusbandisgoingcrazy"Isayandshenods

"Thisisherfight"shesaysandInodtakingoutmy

phonereadingthetextagain

*Ihaveabadfeeling,whenthingsgoessideways

andtheywillI'llneedyoutohelpme...*Istop

readingit

"Shefeltitcoming"Istate

"Whydidn'tyoubringlilprincesswithyou?"She

asksandIscoff

"Xhantiwouldkillus"Isayandsherollshereyes

Entlegotmovedtoanotherroom.Itwas

dimmed,almostdark.Candleswereliteverywhere.

"Whatisthisplace?"Iaskwalking

"Watchyourstep"shesaysandIstop

"Ahole?"Iasklookingdown

"It'satub"shesays



"Inhere"shepoints

"Inherewhat?"IaskandtheyplaceEntleintothe

'tub'butthisonehadwarmwaterinit

"Herheadwasabovethewater.

"Whatnow?"Iask

"Nowwewait"shesayswalkingawayleavingme

confused

{Minentle}

Iswallowedbutwithastruggle.Itriedopeningmy

eyesbutitwashard.Imovedmyhandsanditfelt

likeIwassurroundedbywaterbutforsomereason

Iwasstillbreathingfine.

IsthiswhatsamSmithmeantwhenhesaidhis

headwasunderwaterbuthe'sstillbreathingfine??



ItriedliftingupmyhandsandIfeltabarrier.I

pusheditanditbrokeeasily.OnmyfaceIfeltalot

ofcracks.

WhateverwasonmyfacefelloffassoonasIsay

upstraight.Whatisthis?Ilookedaroundconfused.

IlookeddownandisawthatIwasnaked.

"Mrsdiehard"avoiceechos

"Mike?"Iaskandhechuckles

"Comegetout,wedon'thavealotoftime"hesays

holdingabathrobeoutformeandIgotout

wrappingitaroundme

"Yourauntcallsthatawasbath"hesays

"Candlewax?"Iaskandhenods

"Theheatofitwaxstimulatesbloodsellsand

speedsupprocessesright?"Iaskandhenods

"Idon'tevenfeellikeIjustgavebirth"Isayandhe



laughs

Heledmetothisopenspace.Aroomfilledwith

computersandscreens

"You'reawake"ImyauntsaysembracingmeandI

hugherback

"Ma'am"someonedisturbsusandmyauntfocuses

onthescreens.Namespopupincludingapre-

recordedvideo

"Youwillneverfindme"Gabbyappearsonthe

screen

"Youwon'tseeyoursonaftertoday"shesaysand

thescreengoesblank

MyeyesgottearyandMikepulledmeinforahug

"Comeonit'sokay"hesaysandIshakemyhead

crying

"It'snot,she'sgoingtokillhim,Iwon'tseemyso-"he



slapsmeandIkeepquiet

"Youtakeallthatnegativityandyouthrowitoutthe

window.Youthinkyou'vebeenwatchingusand

helpingusfornothing?Endthis,today"hesays

shakingmeandIwipemytearswhilenodding

"Whatdoyouhave?"Iaskshakingmyhandsandhe

smiles

_____________

"Soyou'resurethisiswheresheis?"Iask

"Yea,herbrothermadeussweat"myauntsaysand

Ilookather

"Ihopeyoudidn'tsweatwithhisblood"Isayand

shechuckles

"He'salive"shesaystakingmetoanotherroom

WhensheopeneditIfollowedher.



"Canwespeedthisup?Mysonslifeisontheline"I

sayandshecleansherteeth

"Here,whatyou'llneed"shesaysshowingmealotof

amourandIshakemyhead

"Iwon'tneedthismany"Isaycheckingoutthe

weapons

Ichangedintoaleatherjumpsuitwithmybootsfor

comfort.IlookedinthemirrorandIsighed.

Howdidwegethere?Iaskmyself.

"Timeisrunningout"IhearMikesayandInod

{Gabby}

Ilookedatthelittlebratashewascrying

"Shutup!"Iyellandhecriessomemore.Hiscries

irritatedmesoIpickedhimdownmakinghim



screamhislungsout.

Myphoneranganditwasmybrother

"Iwarnedyou"hecoughs

"Iwarnedyoubutyoudidn'tlisten"hesaysandI

giggle

"Ihaveabackboneunlikeyou"IsayandIhearhim

groan

"Thatbackboneisabouttobetornout"hesaysand

cutsthecall

Ilookedatthephoneandatextcomesthrough

*theyknowyourlocation*itsaysandmyheart

beats

IlookaroundandIruntomycloset,searchingfor

mygetawaybag.IgrabbeditandIrantothedoor

butstopasIrememberthebratthat'sstillhere.



IpulloutmygunandIaimitathim

"Idareyoutopullthetriggerandyou'lleatyourown

vomit"Ihearhersayandmybodyfreezesonthe

spot.

__________

[103]

{Xhantilomzi}

IlookatmydaughterandInoticesomething.

"Hey,whydoesherskinlooklikethat?"Iaskanurse

whopassedmeandshestoppedtolook

"Jaundice"shestates

"Sogivehersomething"Isayandsheshakesher

head



"SheneedstobebreastfedSir,there'snothingwe

cando"shesayswithasigh"

"Nowifyou'llexcuseme"shewalksawaybutIgrab

her

"Therehastobeasubstituteforthemean

time...please"Ibegandshetapsherfootbefore

shakingherhead

"ForNOW,butonlyfornowwecankeepherinthe

incubatorformorelight.Otherthanthatsheneeds

hermothersmilk"shesaysandIcontinueslynod

ImademyselfcomfortableinfrontofSethu.

ItookoutmyphoneandIcalledThando

"Briefme"Isayandhegivesoutaheavysigh

"10aredead,nooneimportantnorclose"hestates

andInod

"DidtherequestedfollowouttheordersIgave?"I



ask

"Yea,aswespeaktheyarebusycleaningand

clearingsomeoffthedatabase"heanswers

"Howsprincess?"HeasksafterawhileandIfrown

"Princess?"Ias"

"Shealreadyhasanickname,proncess"hesaysand

Ichuckle

"It'sSethuandIjustfoundoutshehasjaundice"I

saybrushingfaceandhewhistles

"Iexpectedthattohappen.Can'tyougetholdof

Entle?"HeasksandIsigh

"Iknowshecanlookafterherselfkodwaiminthe

darkbafo"Isay

{Minentle}

ThemomentIsawheraimingthegunatmysonI



wantedtosplatterherbrainsalloverthefloor.

Sheliftedherhandsupandslowlyturnedaround

"YouthoughtyoucouldgetawaywithThis?Iheard

yousentpeopletothehospitalformydaughter"I

sayandshegiggles

"IwantedXhantitofeelwhatIfelt.Thisisallhis

fault"shespits

"Butfightmelikeaman"shecontinuesandIsnort

"Weknowhowthatendedlasttime"isaywithmy

gunstillaimedather

"Let'sseeifmyskillsarepolishedenough"shesays

withasmirkandIlookather

"Ok...loweryourgun"Isayandshemovesherhand

totheothersideandIdothesame

TheminutewebothdroppedourgunsIquickly

whippedoutmyothergunfrombehindme.Shots



werefiredfromhersidetoomakingfallingdownin

theprocessandIshother3timesinthestomach.

ShefelldownwiththegunstillinherhandandIran

tomyson.IlookedathimandIsawbruisesonhis

faceandbody.Ipickedhimupwincinginpain.I

pickedthedeadbodyacoupleoftimeswith

tearsblurringmyvision.

Ajaywasstillcryinganduntriedshushinghim.

"It'sokaybaby"IwhisperasIholdhim.

IexitedthebuildingandIplacedthenowasleep

Ajayintheback.MyphonerangandIansweredit

"Youansweringyourphonemeansyoualive"Ihear

MikesayandIsniffwhilelookingatAjay

"MikeI'llneedsomeoneyocheckifAjayisokay

whenwearrive"Isaywipingmytears.

"Iseverythingokay?"HeasksandInod



"Yeayea,I'mjustgladthatover"IsayandIbid

goodbyetoMike

______________

IarrivedatthelocationMikegaveme.IcarriedAjay

intothebuilding.

"Miné!"Myunclecalloutassoonashespotsme.

HetakesAjayfromme

"You'rebleeding"hesaysandInodwhileholding

myarm

"Youneedthatcheckedoutimmediactly"hesays

andhemotionsaladytoassistme

"Pleasecheckifheisokay,itseemslikesheputher

handsonhim"Isayfollowingthelady

Theladytookmetoaroomthathadmedical

equipment.



"Canyouhurryup?Ineedtoseemyson"Isay

"Ineedtosterilizeyoufirst"shesaysbringingthe

syringclosetomeandIgrabit,throwingitacross

theroom

"Lady,thisisjustafleshwound.Yankthedamn

thingoutlikeaBrazilianwax"Isayandshelooksat

mebeforenodding

{Xhantilomzi}

Ilookedatmydaughterwhiletappingmyfoot.I

unlockedandlockedmyphone.Ilookedatmy

wallpaper.ItwasEntleandAjay.Ihopemyboyis

okay.Thethoughtofhimbeingkilledorhurt

broughtpaintomyheart.

"Youlookugly"IhearhervoiceandIscoff

"PullyourselftogetherXhanti"IsaytomyselfandI

hearhergoofygiggle



"I'mgoinginsaneprincess"IlaughlookingatSethu

withwateryeyes

IheardfootstepsbehindmeandIlookedaround.It

wasmybaby.Iautomaticallysmiledatherandshe

rantome,huggingmefordearlife.Thehugfelt

incompleteandIsawherarmhadabandage

"Whathappened?"Iaskandsheshakesherhead

"It'snothing"ShesaysandIkissher

"Isthatmylittlegirl?"Sheaskswithabeaming

smileandInodsmilingtoo

"Youneedtofeedhermfaz,shehasjaundice"Isay

andsheblinksbeforenodding

Shepulledhertshirtupwardsexposingherfull

breasts.Sethustarteddrinkinglikeherlifedepends

onitandEntlegiggled

"Atleasticanseewhyyouwereeatingsomuch"i



sayandshegasps.IhelpedEntlebyholdingSethu

inplacesinceherarmisabitsore

"Shealreadyhasanickname"Isaychucklingand

shelooksatme

"Theycallheprincess"Isayandshegiggles

"Didyounameheryet?"Sheasksadmiringourlittle

giftandInod

"Igaveherasecondname.Iwantedyoutogiveher

thefirstone"IsayandshelooksatSethuforalong

time

"Whatdidyounameher?"SheasksandIholdher

aroundherwaist

"Siphosethu"Isaysmilingandshegivesmea

squeezeonmyhand

"AmandlaSiphosethu"sheslowlysayandmysmile

widens

"It'sperfect"Isayandshegivesmealonglasting



kiss

________

Thankyoueveryoneforreadingmyfirstbutnotlast

story

ThelastfewdaysI'vebeendealingwithalotbut

youguysneverdissapintmeandforthatI'llalways

begratefull

Thankyouforalltheloveandsupportyoualways

haveshownme.Ireallyappreciateyouguys

Ournextstorywillbeginnextweeksobesureto

lookoutforthelinkforournewpage.

PsIcan'twaittogratehearts


