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[Naledi]

*Ayearlater*

IwassittingnexttotheunconsciousDavid.He

hasbeenlayinghereonthisbedforthepast

year.

Doctorsadvisedmetoswitchoffthelife

supportmachine,theysaidtherewasnohope

forhimbutIdidn't,myconsciouswouldn'tlet

me.I'mtheonewhodidthistohimandIowe

himthatmuch..Iwouldn'tliveknowingIkilleda

man.

Me:David..it'smeagainNaledi.

Ifixedhisbedcovers.



Me:Ijustwenthometotakeashower.

Ilookedathimandhelookedthesame,same

wayhelookedthefirstweekhewasputonthe

lifesupport.Therewasnotevenaglimpseof

hopeforhim.

Ibreathoutloudly.

Me:youknoweveryoneistryingtoconvinceme

toswitchoffthesemachines..theysayI'm

strainingyou,thatIshouldjustletyourest.

Ichuckled.

Me:you'restrongDavid..Iknowyouare..allyou

havetodoiscomebacktous..your

daughter...yourdaughterneedsyou.

IlookedathimandIdidn'tevenknowifhe

couldhearmebutIlivedinhope,inhopethat

hehearsmeandfight..fightforhislife.

Anursewalkedin.

Nurse:ohexcusememamIdidn'tknowhehad

avisitor.



IwipedatearIdidn'tevennoticehadfallen..

Me:Noit'sokey..I'll.

Istoodup.

Me:I'llcomebacksomeothertime..Ihave

somewheretobeanyway.

Iquicklywalkedout.

-

[Nathi]

Iwasrunninglate,IhadpromisedSanethat

we'llgoouttocelebrateherpassingallher

moduleswithflyingcolours..allthatwasleft

wasforhertoreceiveherqualifications.

Me:SamanthaI'mout,ifanyonecallsforme

pleasetellthemtocallmefrommypersonal

phone.

YesIwasnowaCEOofthecompany,it'snot

whatIstudiedforbutIstillenjoyedbeingin

charge.



Sam:OhsirI'mafraidyou'llhavetowaitalittle

bit...MrNtabeniisonhiswaytoseeyou..hejust

calledtoconfirm.

Me:Wehadameeting?.

Her:Nobuthedidn'tsoundhappyonthephone.

Isighedandlookedatmywristwatch.

Me:Ireallyneedtobesomewhere.

Sam:Icouldcallhimandscheduleameeting

fortomorrow.

Me:No..it'sokey,he'sonhisway

anyway...pleasegivemethoseHQfiles,I'llwork

onthemmeanwhile.

Her:willdoSir.

Iwalkedbacktomyoffice.Munchyisgoingto

killme.

Itriedcallingherbutshedidn'tpickupandsoI

leftamassage.

Me:Baby...I'llbelateforourouting..sorrybuti'll



bethereassoonasican..Iloveyou!.

-

[Naledi]

TheminuteIwalkedhomeItookoffmyshoes.

Home?.It'ssoundssowrongcallingitthat..It

wasnotmyhomeafterallIjustmovedinto

helpZipho..Theyrefusedtotransferhersince

shewastodohergrade11andhergrannysaid

shecan'tleaveherhousesoIhadnochoicebut

tomovein.

Icheckedherbedroomandshewasnotthere.

Iwenttochangemyclothesandwarmedupthe

foodshehadcookedyesterday.

Iateandwashedthefewdishesthatwereon

thesink.IwatchthevideoNathisentme.Itwas

avideoofSanedoingahappydanceafter

seeingherresultpostedonline.

Ilaughedonmyownshakingmyhead.

Nathiwasagainsttheideaofmemovingout,in



facthestillisbutseeingthatI'mnotplanningto

changemymindhejustletmebe.

Ziphowalkedin.

ItwasdarkoutsideandIdidn'tknowwhereshe

wascomingfrom,shehasbeencominghome

latelately.

Her:Ledi!.

Shegreetedandwalkedpastme.

Me:Hey!..comehere!.

Sheturnedandapproachedme.

Me:Whattimeisit?.

Shedidn'trespond.

Me:Zipho?.

Her:It'sminutesaftersix.

Me:sowhereareyoucomingfromatthistime?.

Her:LediIhadastudygroupwithsomeofmy

classmates.



Shewaslying,Iknowshewaslying.

Me:Tryagain..

Shedidn'trespond..Iwasn'tshoutingsoIguess

thatmadehernervious.

Me:whoishe?.

Her:Who?..

Me:Theboyyouwerewith...whoishe?.

Her:I..he..

Sheclearedherthroat.

Me:Nozipho!.

Her:he'smyclassmate..we'rejustfriendsI

swear.

Me:friendsdon'tletyougethomelate..it's

dangerousouthere.

Shelookeddown.

IunderstoodshewasinacertainstagebutI

didntwanthertomakedecisionsshe'llregret



later.

Me:rememberwhatItoldyou?.

Shenodded.

Her:focusonmybooksandmybooksonly.

Me:exactly...gochange,yourfoodisintheoven.

Shewalkedaway.

Isighed.

InowrealisedwhatNandimeantwhenshesaid

raisingateenagegirlwasnoteasy..butI'dlike

tothinkIwasn'tthattroublesome.

-

-
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[Naledi]

Iwokeupinthemorningandprepared

breakfastforZiphowhileshewasgettingready

forschool.ShewasahardworkinglearnersoI

wasn'tthatworriedaboutheracademics..itwas

hersociallifethathadmeworried.

Shewalkedintotheroom.

Me:eatupfastbeforeyourunlate.

Iwenttogetataxiefarefrommypurseand

alsogavehersomemoneyforlunch.

Me:IexpecttofindyouherewhenIcomeback

fromvisitingyourfather.

Shenodded.

Voice:Ko!Ko!.

Me:Someoneisatthedoor?.

Her:I'llgetit.

Shedisappearsintothediningroomandafter



sometimeIheardherscreamingexcitedly.

Iwentovertocheckwhoitwas.

Her:Gogo..Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming.

Isighed.

It'sgoingtobealongday.

Me:sawbonaMah.

Ifakedasmile.

Me:Ziphoyou'regoingtobelate.

Shegrabbedherbagandwalkedout,Idon't

knowwhyshecarriedit..theywerewriting

exams.

Ziphohuggedandkissedmegoodbye.

Her:willyoubeherewhenIgetbackGogo?.

Granny:Depends.

ShesaidwithanattitudeandIjustrolledmy

eyes.

Ziphowenttoschoolandleftmewiththebitter



oldhag.

Her:Thisroomisnotclean..isthatevenadress

orisitatop?.

Imumbled.

Her:kantiangekeungenzeleitiye?(Aren'tyou

goingtooffermetea?).

Me:Therewaterjustboilt,everythingisonthe

kitchencounter..Ineedtotakeashower.

-

[Nathi]

IwaswaitingforSanetowakeupsoIcould

apologiseforyesterday.Themeetingtook

longerthanIexpectedsowhenIgothomeshe

wasfastasleep.

Me:Sane.

Islowlyshockher.

Me:Munchy.

Her:Nathileavemealone.



Okey,shewasangry.

MyphoneranganditwasSane'smother.

Yesshenewaboutus,thereweretimeswhere

wecouldn'thideourrelationshipdueto

everythingthathappenedandatfirsttheywere

angrybutImanagedtocalmthemdown,Istill

hadtopaydamagesthough.

Me:Mah..howareyou?.

Her:ngiyaphilamfanawamuphiuSane?Ucingo

lakhealungeni!.(where'sSane?..Ican'tget

reachofheronherphone).

Me:she'shereMah..celaubambekancane.

Iremovedthephonefrommyearandputboth

myhandsinthespeaker.

Me:Sane..yourmomwantstotalktoyou.

shewokeupandtookthephonetothe

bathroom,shecamebackafterawhileand

gavememyphoneback.e



Me:somethingwrongwithyourphone?..Ialso

hadaproblemreachingyouyesterday.

Her:Nothing.

Idon'tknowifitwasaboutmecominglatebut

shewasgivingmeattitudenje.

-

[Naledi]

AftercleaningaroundthehouseIwenttovisit

David.TherewasstillnohopeforhimandIwas

justaboutconvincedtoswitchoffthemachine.

Ididn'twanttokeephimhereifhewantedto

restinpeace.

Ididtheusual,sitnexttothebedandtellhim

aboutwhatishappeningoutsidethehospital

walls.

Me:Youknowwhatyou'reaselfishman!!.

Isuddenlybecameemotional.

Me:Ihavetoputupwithyourmeanmother,



yourcuriousteenager..nottomentioneveryone

elsewhothinkthatmeholdingontoyouis

crazy.TheysayI'mjustwastingmytimeand

moneyonyouforyouwantedtodieanyway.

Iplayedwithmyfingers.

Me:Iknowwhatyoudidwaswrongbutyou

werenotyourself..youcangethelp,I'llmake

sureyoutakeyourmedicationallyouhaveto

doiscomeback.

Itookhishandinmine.

Me:Idon'tblameyouforwantingtodie..life

haveoncebeencrazyonmetoo..therewasa

pointwhereIjustwantedtoclosemyeyesand

neveropenthemagain.Iheardvoices,saw

peopleI'venevermetmywholelife,mybrother

turnedintoajaguarrightinfrontofme..Itold

myselfthatifIcansurvivethisgiftIcanbeat

anythingandIdid...Davidlifeisnoteasybut

that'sokeyitdoesn'thaveto.

Igotcloserandlookedathim.



Me:Ifyoucanhearmeplease..I'mbeggingyou

tofight..fightforyourlife.

Therewassilenceforawhile.

Isighedandattemptedgettingmyhandoffhis

butheheldontightly.

Me:David?.

Hesqueezedmyhand.

Me:ohmyGodDavid.

Ijumpedindisbelive,Iquicklywentouttocall

forthedocter.

-

[Nathi]

IgotoutoftheshowerandfoundSanepacking

herbag.Istoodthereforaseconddumpsided.

Me:Sane?.

Shesniffleandwipedhertearswiththebackof

herhand.



Me:Hey...hey.

Iwentoverandtookherhandsinmine.

Me:what'swrong?

Shelookedatmeandjustbrokedown.

Iheldhertomychestandbrushedherback

untilshecalmdown.

Me:baby..

Shegotoffmeandstartedpackingagain.

Me:Sanetalktome.

Her:I'mgoinghome.

Me:iseverythingokeyathome?.

Her:yes.

Me:thenwhyareyoucrying?.

Her:I'mleavingyou.

Ichuckledthinkingit'sajokebutkeptastraight

facewhenIsawshewasserious.

Me:what?.



Her:Youdon'tlovemeanymoreNathiIcansee

that..youdon'thavetopretend.

Me:That'scrazy.

Ihonestlydidn'tunderstandwhatwas

happening.

Shedidn'trespond,infactshetookherpacked

bagandapproachedthedoor.

Me:Canyouatleasttellmewhat'syour

problem?.

IwasgettingveryimpatientbecauseIdidn't

knowwhatwaswrongwithher.

Iworemyclothesandquicklyranafterher.I

foundherjustasshewasabouttostartthecar.

Iopenedthedoorandtookthekeys.

Her:whatiswrongwithyou?.

Me:Whatiswrongwithme?...womanyou'rethe

onewithaproblemhereandunlessyoutellme

you'renotgoinganywhere!!.



Iwasshoutingandasexpectedsheshouted

back.

Me:Itoldyou...you'remyproblem..you're

suffocatingme..you,yourpresence.

Ichuckledindisbelieve..firstlymyabsence

madeherfeelunloved,nowshehatemy

presencetoo?..howmessedupisthat.

Ijustwatchedhersayalotofstuffthatmade

absolutelyzerosenseandshestoppedandgot

allemotionalwithme.

Me:Munchy.

shewasnowcrying.

Igotcloserandhuggedher.

Iwasonlyleftwithoneoption,toreadher

mind..IhadpromisedthatIwon'tdothattoher

butIhadnochoice.

Shegotoffmeandfanherfacewithherhead.

Her:you'recrowding...it's.



shecollapsedbeforeshecouldfinishher

sentence.

-
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[Naledi]

Iwaitedoutsidewhilethedoctorattended

David.Ikeptprayingthathewakesup.Ididn't

wanttobetheonewhoswitchoffhismachine,

Ijustcouldn't.

Ipacedaroundthepassage.

AfteralongwaitthedoctorsaidIcancome

backin.



Me:Doctor...how..howishe?.

Hesighedandlookedatme.

Him:stillnochangesmiss.

Me:What?..butI..herespondedhesquizzedmy

hand..Ifeltit.

Him:MaybeyouwereimaginingthingsMiss,

I'vejustcheckedonhim.

IlookedatDavid.

Iknowhesquizzedmyhand,Ifeltit.

Dr:It'sbeenoverayearnow...Iknowit'sdifficult

butyouhavetoletgoofhim..lethimrest.

Aftersayingthathewalkedout.

Me:Davidwhyareyoudoingthistome.

Her:Youlittle..

Iturnedmyheadandsawherwalkin.

Her:you'resoevil...you'redoingthistopunish

mysonright?..that'swhyyou'rekeepinghim



here...youwanthimtosuffer.

Me:that'snottrue.

Him:thedoctorstoldyouthathemightnot

makeitbutyou'restillkeepinghimhere..

Me:Davidwillmakeit...Iknowhewill!!.

Iwasnowshouting.

Shelookedatmewithtearsstreamingdown

hercheek.

Her:I'mbeggingyou..letmysonrest.

IlookedatherthenDavidthenbackather

again.

Me:I'msorrybutIcan't.

Shelookedatmeforawhile,morelikereaching

outtomysoulthenwalkedaway.

Idon'tknowwhysheisgivingupsoeasily,she

ishismother...sheshouldbelieveinhim.

Me:David..IknowyoucandoitIbelieveinyou.



Idon'tknowwhyIwaswastingmytimebutI

failedtoletgo.

Isawmovements.Heflappedhiseyelashes,

moreliketryingtoopenhiseyes.

Hedidthatforsometimewithmelookingat

him.

Me:yes...doit..wakeup.

IwantedtobesurebeforeIcallthedoctor

again.

Afteralongtryheopenedhiseyes.Helooked

atme.

Iputbothmyhandsinmymouthandtears

roamedonmycheekswithoutmehelpingthem.

-

[Sane]

NathiwalkedinjustasIwasputtingmytop

backon.

Igotofffromthedoctorsbed.



Him:Areyouokey?.

Inoddedandapproachedhimwithbothmy

handsbrushingmyarms.

Me:I..

BeforeIcouldfinishmysentencethedoctor

walkedbackin.

Nathiclearedhisthroat.

Him:Doctoriseverythingokey?..what

happened?.

Thedoctorlookedatmelikehewasaskingfor

approvalandIjustlookedback.

Dr:pleasesit.

Wedidjustthat.

Dr:you'refourweekspregnantthat'swhyyou

fainted.

Ilookedathimwithhopesthathe'llsayheis

joking.

Dr:youdon'tseemhappy.



IlookedatNathiandhealsodidn'tseemhappy.

AfterthatthedoctorsaidalotofthingswhichI

wasn'tlisteningto..onlytheword"pregnant"

enchoedinmyears.

Nathi:Sane!!.

Heshockme..

Isnappedoutofit.

Him:Canwegooryouhavesomethingtoask?.

Ididn'tknowhowtoreactsoIjuststoodupand

walkedoutleavingNathiinside.

Iwaitedforhimintheparkinglotandwedrove

homeinsilence.

Igottoourbedroomandlockedmyselfin.

Icriedandcriedandcried.

Idon'tknowhowIletthishappen...Idrank

morningafterpillseverytime..Ijustdidn'tknow

howithappened.

Iheardaknock.



Him:Saneopenupweneedtotalk.

IknewwhathewantedtosayandIwasnot

readytohearit,Iknewhewantedtotellmeto

abort..Imeanwetalkedaboutthisthatwecan

neverhavekidsofourown..hewasscaredthat

theymighthaveashareinhisgiftandI

understoodbutnowthatI'mpregnantIdon't

know.

Isobbedsilently.

Me:PleaseLordforgiveme.

Icriedmyselftosleep.

-

•ToBeContinued
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[Sane]

Iwokeuptoaknock.

Iopenedmyeyesandcheckedthetime,itwas

afternoon.Yes,Isleptforthatlong.

Him:Sanepleaseopenup.

HekeptknockingandIknewhewasn'tgoingto

stopsoIwenttoopenforhim.

Iwalkedbacktothebedwithhimfollowing

behindme.

Isatonthebedandhesatnexttome,nottoo

closeandnottoofareither.

Wesatthereissilenceforalongwhile,Ididn't

knowwhattosayandIguesshewastongue

tiedhimself.



Isniffle.

Me:NathiI'msorry.

Him:MunchyI...

Hestoppedandrestedhisheadonhishands.

Herubbedhisheadinfrustration.

Him:I'mgoingtobeafather.

Ilookedathimwithmywidenedeyes.Thatwas

sounexpected.

Hehadasmileonaccompaniedbyalotof

emotions.

Me:you're...you'renotangry?.

Heshockhisheadno.

Idon'tknowifitwasthehormonesbutIstarted

crying.

Him:Munchy.

Heheldmeclosetohim.

Me:Ithought...Ithoughtyoudidn'twanttohave



kidsand..and..Ithoughtyou'dwantmetoabort.

Hebrushedmyback.

Him:shiiit'sokey.

Me:Idon'twanttoabortNathi...Idon't.

Him:Andyouwon't...we'regoingtobeparents

baby.

Ismiledinbetweenmytears.

Ifeltlikeahugeweightwasliftedoffmy

shoulders.

Hekissedmyforehead.

Him:nowcome..youhavetoeatsomething.

Me:I'llshowerfirst...Ifeelitchy..

Wesharedalongpassionatekissbeforehe

stoodup.

Him:Iloveyoumunchy.

Ichuckledwithmytears

Me:Iloveyoutoo.



-

[David]

Ilookedatherasshesobbedsilently.I'vehurt

hermorethanIintended,notthatIintendedto

hurtheranyways.

Thedoctorfinishedcheckingonme..hegave

meapat.

Him:You'reonestrongman..

Thenhelookedather.

Him:Yournotgivingupworkedwellintheend..

Shedidn'trespondshejustlookedatmewith

tears.Iopenedmymouthwithintentionsof

saying"thankyou"thenIrememberedthe

doctorsayingitmighttaketimeformeto

regainmyvoice.

Atearescapedmyeye.Shedidn'tgiveupon

me,evenwheneveryoneadvicedhertoshe

didn't..Idon'tthinkthere'sawomanwho've

lovedmethatmuch.



-

[Naledi]

IreceivedacallfromNathisayingweshould

meetatthepark.

DavidwassleepingsoIdroveofftothepark.I

don'tknowwhyIwasfailingtoletgoofDavid

butIwasgladthathewokeup..Iknowmy

consciouswasgoingtoburymealiveifhedied.

IfoundNathialreadywaitingforme.

Me:Iminathi.

Him:Saneispregnant.

Okey,Ididn'tseethatonecoming.

Ismiledinexcitement.

Me:I'mgoingtobeanaunt.

Ilookedathimandhelookedtroubled.

Me:you'reworriedaboutthegift?.

Him:Ican'thavemybabylivinglikeIam



living...Ican't.

Me:thendon't...

Ipulledhischinupandmadehimfaceme.

Me:you'regoingtobesomeonesfatherand

everydecisionyoumakeaffectsthebaby...use

yourgift,you'repowerful..killeverymemberof

Gina'sfamilyifyouhaveto..changetherules.

Him:that'snoteasy..Imightdieandleavingmy

babywithoutafatherisnotanoption.

Helookedatme.

Me:I'llhelpyou..it'sabouttimewestopthis

insanitybeforeitmovestothenextgeneration.

HewantedtosaymorebutIgavehimaneye..I

knowheisscaredbutNathiisverypowerful.

Him:Thankyou..Ineededthat.

Ismiled.

Me:I'mgoingtobeanaunt.

Ijumpedexcitedly.



Him:come..Sanewouldbethrilledtoseeyou.

Wedrovehomewithmefollowingbehindhim.

****aweeklater****

-

-
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[Naledi]

Me:Davidyoucalledmehereintheearlyhours

ofthemorningsoyoucanoffermecoffee?.

Heclearedhisthroat.

Him:No..I..Inevergotachancetothankyou.

Me:Don'tsweatit..i'mtheonewhohityouon

yourheadIwasn'tgoingtoletyoudie..trustme

IwasdoingitformemorethanIwasdoingit



foryou.

Him:wellnotonlyforthatbutfortakingcareof

Ziphoandmyhouse,itlooksverywarmmore

likeahome.

Me:isthatall?..

Iwasreallytiredandsleepy..whenhecalledme

IthoughtitwasanemergencysoIdidn'task

questions.

Hewalkedclosertome..hewasstillusinga

walkingstick.

Him:Marryme.

Ilookedathimlike"WTF!".

Me:what?.

Him:NalediIloveyou..Iwanttospendmylife

withyou.

Me:Daviddon'tstart.

Imovedtwostepsbackwardsindefence.

Him:No..No..I'mverysanerightnow..



Me:CanIgohome?.

Him:Nalediplease...I'llgototherapy,I'llcommit

tomypillsjustdon'tdenymeyourlove.

Ilookedathimandhewassosincere.Thisis

practicallythesecondchanceatloveI'm

given..andI'mlettingitslipthrough.

Me:CanI..can..

Him:atleastpromisemeyou'llthinkaboutit.

Ilookeddownandbattledwithmythoughts

thenbackathim.

Me:Iwill.

Ibreathoutheavily.

Him:Thankyou!!.

Me:Iwillmarryyou!.

Wespokeinunisonthenstoppedtolookat

eachother.

-



[Sane]

IwokeuptofindmyselfinNathi'sarms.

Idon'tevenrememberhowIgotinbed..allI

knowis,WewerewatchingamoviebeforeI

dozedoff.

Ishockhimabitandhewokeup.

Me:Morningsleepyhead.

Heyawned.

Him:Heybaby..sleptwell?.

Me:likeababy...Iactuallydreamtaboutyou.

HeflashedasmileandIsmiledback.

Him:really?..doingwhat?.

Hebrushedmyhairaroundmyear.

Me:mhh.

Igiggled.

Me:youwokeupinthemorningandmademea

verymouthwateringbreakfast.



Hechuckled.

Me:Withcoffeeontheside.

Him:That'snotgoingtohappen.

Me:Butbabyyouknowdreamsarevery

important.

Him:Saneyou'renotdrinkinganycoffee.

Me:Butonecupwon'thurt...

Him:That'swhatyousaidyesterday..you'renot

drinkingcoffeeforthenextfewmonths.

Me:Babylisten..

Him:No!!.

Igavehimpuppyeyes.

Him:Wipethosecrocodiletearsandget

cleanedup..I'llmakeusbreakfast...ahealthy

one.

Irolledmyeyesandstoodup.

Him:sturbornass.



Hemumbled.

Me:IheardthatIminathi!!.

Ishoutedfromthebathroom..Iheardhim

chuckle.

-

[David]

Iwas...Iwas..Idon'tknow.

IwashappyshesaidyesbutinthemeantimeI

wasworried.Itdidn'ttakemuchconvincingand

Ididn'twanthertofeelforced.Iwantherto

marrymebecauseshelovesme.Ilearnedto

loveher.

Youknowthatfeelingwhenyou'renotsure

whethersomethinghappenedforrealorifit

wasallinyourmind?..WellIhadthat.

Idon'tknowifit'smebutIthinkLedisaidalot

ofcrazythingstomewhenIwas

hospitalised...thingsIbelievedon'texistbut

eitherway..Iloveherandthat'sallthatmatters.



SheclearedherthroatandIlookedather.She

wasstaringatmewithherbigbeautifuleyes.

Her:Ihavetogethomebeforetheyget

worried..Ileftmyphoneinthecar.

Inodded.

SheattemptedgoingandIheldherhand.

Shelookedatme.

Me:Idon'twantyoutofeelbulliedintomarrying

mehencethatwhyI'mgoingtoaskyou

this..areyousure?.

Shelookeddowninhesitance,myheartstarted

poundingregrettingwhyIasked.

Shewrappedherhandsaroundmyneckand

smashedherlipsintomine...wesharedalong

passionatekiss.

Therewasit!!!..myanswer.

-

•ToBeContinued.
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[Naledi]

Igothomeandjustsatonthecouch.

Iletitallsinkin.

Me:Isaidyes?.

IjustsaidyesintomarryingDavid.

Her:Thedevilisaliar!!.

Iturnedtolookatherandshesmiled...Ismiled

back.

Me:what?.

Her:Hesawthatyou'retoobeautifulandwants

todriveyoucrazy.

Me:SaneI'mtryingbyallmeanstounderstand

you...butI'mfailing.

Ilaughed.



Her:You'retalkingalone.

Me:ohthat..Iwasjustthinkingoutloud.

Shecametositnexttome.

Her:okey...You'reblushing..whoishe?.

Me:Noone.

Sheplayfullypushedme.

Her:Don'tmakemebeg...youdon'twantto

upsetapregnantwoman.

Ilaughed.

Me:okey..Davidaskedmetomarryhim.

Her:Aaaand?!

Shewassoimpatient.

Me:Isaidyes.

Her:ohmyGod!!..really?!

Weliterallyjumpedonthecouch...Iwasexcited

andshewashappyforme.

SanewasthebestsisterIneverhad.



Her:can'tbelieveyou'regettingmarried.

Voice:Who'sgettingmarried?.

SaneandIlookedathimthenbackateach

other.

-

[David]

Iwassmilingonmyownwashingdishes.

It'sallImanagedtodo..Ididn'twanttosit

aroundanddonothing.

Ikeptwhistling..that'showhappyIwas.

Ziphowalkedinfromtheshops.

Her:There'sonlybrownbreadleft.

Me:it'sokey..

Sheputinonthetableandattemptedwalking

away.ShewasstillangryatmeandIdon't

blameher.

ItriedtokillmyowndaughterandIknowIwas



notmyselfbutthatexcuseisnotgood

enough..Ihatemyselftoo.

Me:Pho-Pho.

Iwipedmyhandswiththedishcloth.

Me:SweetheartI'msorryIputyouthrough

hell..Ireallydidn'tmeanit.

Her:youtriedtokillme.

Me:Iwasnotmyself.

Her:youhadpills..whyweren'tyoutakingthem?.

Ikeptquiet.

Therewassilenceforawhile.

Her:thepersonyoushouldbeapologizingtois

Naledi..shewasn'therselfsincethe

incident..shecouldn'tsleepdueto

nightmares..youalmostdrovehercrazy...she

wouldseethingsandhearstuffonlyhercan

hear...youruinedher.

Ithoughtforawhile.



Naledididmentionhavingthatsince

childhood..Iwasn'tthinkingaboutitafter

all..shereallydidtellmethatshe'scrazily

different.

IwasbroughtbacktoearthbyZipho.

Her:David!!.

Ilookedather.

Her:ThereonlywayI'mgoingtoforgiveyouisif

youapologizetoher.

Me:I..Ididandshealso.

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:Sheagreedtomarryme.

-

-

[Naledi]

Him:Who'sgettingmarried.

Hewasaskingthatforthesecondtime.



Saneclearedherthroat.

IguessshecouldseeIdidn'tknowwhattosay.

Her:DavidaskedNaleditomarryhim.

Him:IhopeyousaidNo.

Me:Why?.

Hechuckled.

Him:Youcan'thonestlymarrythatman...heis..

Irushedhim.

Me:What?..heiswhat?.

Him:Crazy..andverystrange.

Me:Nooneisperfecthehashisflawslikeyou

haveyours.

Him:I'dneverkillmywife.

Me:Hewassick...he'sgettinghelp.

Him:Noteventhegreatestspecialistcanhelp

thatman..hissoulistroubled..heisahelpless

case.



Me:canyoujuststopbeingjudgemental.

Wewerenowshouting.

Him:Youwanthimtokillyoutoo?!.

Sane:Nathi!.

Him:Stayoutofthis..Nalediisbeingstupidand

shehastowakeupbeforeit'stoolate.

Me:Stupid?..Nathiwhatdoyouwantfromme?!.

Myvoicewasnowscratchyfromshoutingand

tearsjustfelloffmyeyes.

Him:Iwantyoutolisten,thinkanythingthatwill

makeyouseethatDavidisnotgoodfor

you..youdeservebetterthanthat.

Ijustlookedathimwithtearyeyes.

Sane:Nathi!!..

Me:Whycan'tyoujustsupportme..I'vebeen

thereforyouthroughthickandthin..allIwantis

foryoutobehappyforme.

Him:That'snotgoingtohappen..aslongas



you'redatingthatman..hedidn'tevenbuyyoua

ring.

Me:Sowhat?..sowhatifhe'spoor?..you've

beenpoor..you'rethelastpersonwhocanjudge

himaboutthat.

Him:Thatmaniscrazy!!.

Me:Andyou?..you'reperfectright?...fine..I'll

leaveyouwithyourperfectlife.

Sane:okeynowyou'rebeingirrational.

Me:No..Nathihasalwaysfailedtosupport

me..hewillforeverfail..I'mleaving.

Sane:leaving?..whereto?.

Me:Idon'tknow..maybetoDavid's..atleasthe

lovesmemorethanapartofmedoes.

Him:Iwonderwhatthatmangaveyoubecause

youstartingtosoundcrazylikehim.

Me:whatever!.

Sane:Pleasedon'tgo.



Him:letherbe!.

Ilookedathimthenapproachedthedoor.

JustwhenIopenedit..therehewas

standing..abouttoknock.

Thami:Lala!.

-
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[Sane]

ThamiandNaledilookedateachotherforquiet

awhile.

Thami:Wereyoucrying?..areyouokey?.

Shesnifflethenranout.

Thamilookedatus..baffled.

Him:issheokey?.



Hewalkedin.

Me:she's..

Nathicutme.

Nathi:She'sokey...justbeingNaledi.

IlookedatNathiandIthinkThaminoticedhe

washidingsomething.

Thami:okey...

Herubbedhishands.

Thami:Wegotthereply...andwehavetogothis

weekend.

HewastotalkingtoNathiaboutGodknows

what!.

Theyspentsometimeintheloungetalking.

Imadethemsomethingtoeatthenwentback

tosleep..Iwassotired..fromwhat?..Idon't

know.

ItriedcallingNaledibutshedidn'tpickup.



-

[Naledi]

IwaslayinginDavid'sarms.Ididn'teven

explaintohimwhyIwascryingandhedidn't

rushmeeither.

Ifinallycalmdown.

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:I'msorry..

Isaid,pointingathiswetshirt.

Him:it'sokey.

Hekissedthetopofmyhead.

Me:IhadanarguementwithNathi.

Him:letmeguess..hedon'twantyoutomarry

me.

Ididn'treply.

Him:Thatguyhatesmeandhecan'teven

pretend.



Me:wellscrewhim..Idon'tneedhispermission.

HebrushedmybackasIstartedsobbing.

Me:it'sjustthatitwould'vebeenbetterifIhad

hissupport..heismybrother!!!.

Him:shii..it'sokey.

Me:howcanhebesoselfish?.

IcriedagreatdealagainbeforeIfellasleep.

-

[Nathi]

Wefistbumped.

Me:Thankyoumyman..Idon'tknowwhatI

would'vedonewithoutyou.

Him:yeahIknowIknow.

Ilaughedashewasfeelinghimself.

Me:what'sleftnowisforyoutogetmemy

bride.

Thamiandsomeunclesheworkswithwere



goingtorepresentmeatSane'shomeonthe

negotiations.

Sane:Baby...I'vejustreceivedacallfromMah

sayingIneedtocomehomethisFriday...

Shewasshoutingallthewayfromthe

bedroom..whenshesawThamiwasstillhere

shegiggled.

Her:Thami!..you'restillhere.

Me:Womanyousleptforlessthanthirty

minutes.

Her:That'sbecausemymotherwokemeup..so

doyouknowwhatitisabout?.

MeandThamilookedateachothersmiling.

Thami:Lobolanegotiations.

Shelookedatusindisbelieve.

Her:likeforreal?...myfatheragreed?.

Inodded.

Shewasexcited.



Her:Twoupcomingweddingshowexciting!.

Him:two?.

Westoppedandlookedathim,thenIlookedat

Sanelike"didyouhavetodothat?".

-

[Thami]

OkeyhowdoIbegintoexplainhowitfelt

learningthatNalediisgettingmarried.Ifelt

betrayed..maybeshedidn'tlovemeenoughto

fightformebecauseIheardshewasfighting

forDavid.Ilookedatmyphone.Apartofme

wantedtocallherandhearwhatshehastosay

butIdecidednotto.Itwashardgettingoverher

andIdidn'twanttobesetbackagain...onlyif

sheknewhowIloveher.

-
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-

[Sane]

AcoupleofdayslaterIwaswearingmyred

traditionalweddingdress.Yep,everythingwent

accordingtoplan,everyonehadagoodtime.

I'msurprisedhowwewereabletopullitoffin

suchashorttimebutwithamotherlike

mine..nothingisimpossible.

Iwalkedaroundmyroomwithasmileonmy

face.

Itwasnolongermyroom.

IwasfinallyMrsXulu.

NathidecidedtokeephisXulusurnamein

honourofhislatemother,theonewhoraised

himup.

Isighedinexcitementandsatonthebed.



CuriosityledmetocallingNaledi,herandNathi

werestillatitsoshedidn'tcome.

Her:Hello.

Me:GivemeonereasonwhyIshouldn'tdisown

youasmysisterinlaw.

Shelaughedshortly.

Her:YouknowIreallywantedtocomebutit's

betterIdidn't.

Me:Canyouguysmakeupalready?..it's

drainingwatchingyoufight...Nathimissesyou..I

knowhewon'tadmitbuthedoes.

Her:ImisshimtoobutlikeIsaid..maybeit's

betterthisway.

Me:wellnotforme..

Shechuckled.

Her:sohowdideverythinggo?.

Shewaschangingthetopic.

Me:it'swas..amazing,fromthenegotiations,



ourtriptothemagistrateandbacktothe

reception.

Iwasreallysadshecouldn'tattend.

Her:Magistrate??

Me:yes..I'mlegallyMrsXuluandyoumissed

theshow.

Her:I'msorry.

Me:Don'tworry...Nathipromisedmeawhite

wedding..youbettershowup.

Welaughed.

Her:Evenifit'sthelastthingIdoonearth.

Me:Good..sohow'syouandDavid?.

Her:We'regood..perfectactually...thankyoufor

asking.

WetalkedforacoupleofminutesbeforeIhung

up.

Iheardsomeoneshoutingmyname.



Me:I'minhere.

ItwasCandice.

Her:Ihavetoloveandleaveyou.

Wesharedalonghug.

Me:Areyouonyourwayalready?.

Shenodded.

Her:Can'tbelieveyoujustgotmarried.

Tearsdecidedtodeceiveme.

Iblewmyfacewithmyhand.

Me:Ican'tbelieveI'vejustgotmarriedeither.

Her:you'regoingtomakeagoodwifeanda

mother.

Shesaid,brushingmystomach.

Her:ohbeforeIforget..hubbyiswaitingforyou

outside.

Weweregoingbackhome.

Me:tellhimI'mcoming..Ijustneedamoment.



Her:okey.

Wesharedahugonelasttimeandshewalked

out.

Isaidmygoodbyestoeveryoneandhead

outsidewhereNathiparkedhiscar.

-

[Naledi]

David:whowasthat.

Me:Sane..theirweddingwasasuccess.

Isaiddishingup.

Him:ohthat'snicetohear.

Me:yes..

Therewassilenceforawhile...withmefocused

onthepots.

Him:Naledi!.

Me:Mhh.

Irespondedgivinghimnoattention.



Hewentaroundthestoveandheldbothmy

hands.

HethenwipedatearsIdidn'tevenrealisewas

there.

Him:I'msorryokey..Iknowyouwantedtobe

there.

Me:Hedidn'tevencalltoletmeknowhewas

gettingmarried.

Hebroughtmeclosertohischestandhushed

me.

-

-

[Sane]

ThenextdayIwokeupreallylate.Nathiwas

notnexttome.

Me:Nathi!.

Ishoutedsoftlythinkinghewasinthe

bathroombuthewasnot.



Iwenttotherestroom,didmybusinessand

tookaquickshower.

Icouldn'tstopstaringatmyrock.Itwasvery

pretty.

Idressedupandheadtothekitchenwhere

Nathiwasmakingbreakfast.

Him:MorningMrsXulu.

Me:Morningbaby.

Isatonthehighchair,watchinghimcook.

Me:IwastalkingtoNaledi.

Hedidn'trespondinsteadhefocusedonthe

pots.

Me:Nathi.

Him:Munchycanwenotdothisrightnow?.

Me:Thenwhenshouldwedoit?..Nathiyour

sisterneedsyou,heneedsherbrother.

Him:I'mherearen'tI?..it'snotlikeshedon't

knowwheretofindme.



Me:That'snotwhatImeantandyouknow

it..sheneedsyoursupport.

Hechuckled.

Damn!..Hewassodamnstubborn..

Me:Stopbeingselfish.

Him:She'stheselfishone..Davidisnotgood

andsheknowsit.

Me:Sheloveshim!..

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Ifyoubelieveheisthatbadthenhelpher

seeit,don'tshutheroutbecausethatwillpush

herrightintohisarms.

Iwasnowspeakingsofter.

Heputaplatewithfoodinfrontofme.

Him:eatMunchy.

Me:canyouatleastpromisetocallher?.

Him:No!.



Me:comeonbethebiggerperson!.

Him:That'snotgoingtohappen.

Me:ThenI'mnoteating.

Ifoldedmyarmsandkeptastraightface.

Him:SanelisiweXulueat.

Iignoredhim.

Him:YazingizokulimazaSane?(I'llhurtyou)..if

youwanttostarveyourselfdon'tinvolvemy

baby.

Iignoredhim.

Heturnedaroundtowashthepotshewas

using.Itriedbyallmeanstocontinuewithmy

hungerstrikebutitsmeltsogood.Istarted

eating.

Nathiturnedaroundandsawme.

Him:There'smoreintheovenifyouwantsome.

Hekissedmyforehead.



Him:Iloveyou.

-
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-

[Naledi]

Iwokeupnextmorningtoanemptyhouse.

Ijusttookashowerandhalfwaythroughit

therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:I'mcoming!!.

Iworemypantiesandwrappedatowelaround

mybody.

Thepersonkeptonknocking.

Me:yes.



Iopenedthedoorandtomysurpriseitwas

Thami.

Sounexpected.

Me:Thami.

Him:Lala.

Ifrozethereforafewseconds.

Heclearedhisthroat.

Me:emmsorry...comein.

Heslowlywalkedinandsatonthecouch.

Isatontheoppositecouch'sarmrest.

Him:lookslikeIdisturbedyourshower.

HavingThamiinthehousewassoawkward..I

didn'tknowwhattosay,especiallysinceIdidn't

knowhowmuchheknewaboutmeandDavid.

Me:howdidyoufindme?.

Him:Iaskedaround..itwasn'tthathardtrust

me...you'relivingwithafamousauthorafterall.



Me:Mhh.

Okey,soheknewaboutmeandDavid.

Herecomesthejudgements.

Him:Congratulationsonyourengagement.

Me:ThamiIknowyouthinkotherwiseaboutme

but..

Him:It'sokey..as..aslongasyou'rehappythen

I'mhappy.

Hestoodupandapproachedme.

Istoodupandsurprisinglyhehuggedme.

Him:I'vemissedyou.

Voice:Whatisgoingoninhere?!.

ThamiandIbrokethehug.

ItwasDavidstandingbythedoorwithZiphow.

-

[Nathi]

Samantha:CongratulationsSir.



Ilookedatherdumpfonded.

Her:Iheardyougotmarried.

Me:ohthankyou.

Igotinmyofficeandshefollowedsoonafter.

Her:Shouldn'tyoubeonhoneymoon?!.

Me:No...Ishouldbehere.

Shewasaskingalotofquestions.

Her:Iguessanothergoodmanisofficially

unavailable.

Ilookedatheramazed,wasshereallyhittingon

me?.

Me:Pardon?.

Her:Youofficiallymadeyourself

unavailable...unlessyoulikebreakingtherules.

Shebentdown,exposingherboobs.

IfocusedonmyiPad.

Ichuckledindisbelieve.



Me:YousaidMrNtabeniwashereagain?.

Shesmirked.

Her:Yes,HeisnothappywiththeResortcourt

allocatedfortheirstudents.

Me:Fillmein.

Her:Theyareusingitasstudentresidenceand

theyreportedlickingpipesplusinadequate

security.

Me:Wassecuritypartof...youknowwhat..can

yougetmeacopyofthecontract?.

Shekeptlookingatmeanditwasannoying..I

wantedtogetheroutofhere.

Her:yessir.

Sheapproachedthedoor.

Me:OhandSamantha.

Her:yes.

Me:I'mgoingtopretendyoudidn'tjustflirtwith

mebutifyoutrythatagain..



Shenodded.

Me:andtrywearinglongerskirts.

Her:yessir.

Shequicklywalkedoutembarrassed.

Isighed.

-

[Naledi]

Wewereshouting.

Me:youdon'tunderstand...youwererude!!.

Him:Rude?...Ifoundyouhalfnakedwithyour

loverinmyhouse!!.

Me:Lover?!...ThamiandIarefriendsandyou

knowthat!!.

Him:Ialsoknowthatyoulovehimmorethan

friendsshould!!.

Ididn'trespond.

Him:Ican'tbelieveyou'ddisrespectmethis



much...bringingyourboyfriendinmyhouse

that'sbitchyinmanyways.

Me:Nowthatwasuncalledfor.

Him:mymotherwasrightaboutyoubitch.

Aftersayingthathewalkedout.

IwasreallyhurtbyhiswordsbutIwasn'tgoing

tocry...Icriedenoughwhenhismotherinsulted

meandhewatchedwithoutdefendingme.

IliedonthebeduntilIfellasleep.

Iwaswokenupbyanaromasmell.

Iyawnedbeforeopeningmyeyes.

David:baby.

Islowlyopenedmyeyesandhewassittingon

thebednexttome.

Him:Ibroughtyoulunch.

Me:I'mnothungry.

Iwasn'tgoingtopretendhedidn'tcallmea



bitchearlieron.

Him:Nalediaboutearlieron..I'msorryIwasout

ofline.

Me:Youcalledmeabitch!.

Him:IknowandIwaswrong..It'sjustthatwhen

IsawyouwiththatboyIbecamejealous..and

Herubbedhishead.

Him:I'msorryNaledi.

Me:it'sokey..Ishouldn'thavelethiminwithout

yourconcernbutIdidn'tknowhewascoming.

Hesmiledfaintly.

Me:nowI'mhungry.

HepassedmethefoodandIdugin.

Therewassilenceforawhile.

Him:let'sgetmarried.

Ichuckled.

Me:that'swhatwe'replanningtodointhenear



future.

Him:Imeanlet'ssetadateandget

married..infactlet'sgetmarriedtomorrow...we

cangotocourtandsignthenhaveasmall

ceremonytocelebrateafterwards..youknow,

inviteourfriendsandfamily.

Really?!..Didhereallysuggestthat?.

That'snothowIimaginedmybigday.Iknow

NandikepttellingmeIwouldn'tgetmarriedbut

thatdidn'tstopmefromdreamingaboutmybig

day.

AndthatisnothowIplannedit.

-
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[Naledi]

Iopenedthedoorandshewalkedinwithout

greeting.

Me:HiMah!.

Her:HiChild!.

Child?!!...okeythat'safirst.

Shesmiledpolitely.

Her:Youlookgood.

IlookedatmyselfandIwasjustwearingmy

shorts..theonesshesaidweretoorevealing

andnotgoodtowear.

Me:Somethingtodrink?.

Her:No..Icameheretotalktoyou.

Shepattedonthespacenexttoher.

Isatdown.

Her:Nalediyou'rebeautifulandverysmart.You

canbeanythingyouwant.



Ilookedatherattentively.

Her:youhavedreamsright?.

Inoddedhesitantly.

Her:Thendon'tletDavidhinderyou..menare

troublesome.

Iknewit!!..shedon'tlikemeandwantstosee

meandDavidapart.

Me:Mah..IloveDavid.

Her:Howmuch?.

Me:IlovehimmorethanIcanexplain.

Her:Don'tactstupid...howmuchdoyouwantto

leavemysonalone.

Ichuckledindisbelieve.

Her:It'smoneyyou'reafterright?..wellhow

much?.

Me:withallduerespectMahIhavemyown

money.



Her:ThenwhyareyouinarushtobeMrs

Vilakazi?.

Me:what?!..Davidistheonewhosuggestedwe

getmarriedtomorrowandforyourinformationI

haven'tevensaidyes!!.

Her:Ohwhatacoincidence..hedecidestowrite

abook..onethatwillmakehimveryrichand

wenausufunaukushada?..kusasalokhu

okusayo??!.(Youwanttogetmarried

tomorrow).

Me:Abook?

Her:Don'tactsurprised.

Sheclickedhertongue.

Her:Youknowyoumakeme..ei.

Shebreathinandout.

Her:You'renotgoingtogetacentoutofmy

son'smoney...

Afterthatshestoodupandwalkedoutfuming



inanger.

-

Me:David..thisisthethirdmassage..your

motherhasthiscrazyideathatIforcedyou..

Ibreathout.

Me:Getbacktomeassoonasyougetthis

massage.

Idroppedthecallandthrewthephoneonmy

bed.

Idon'tknowwhatisgoingoninsideDavid's

head.

Zipho:CanIcomein!.

Me:Zipho...isyourfatherback?.

Her:No..I'mfromMam'lwanda's..sheagreedto

giveyouherdress.

Me:Herdress?.

Her:Yes..wellitwasherdaughter'swedding

dress..shemadeitspecialforherbutthe



daughterdidn'tlikeit..shewassoheartbroken.

Ilookedathernotknowingwhattosay.

Her:Wellluckforyou..you'resamesize.

Me:woaw!!..waitwait!!...stop!.

Iputmyhandupsignalinghertostoptalking.

Ican'tbelieveDavidrightnow.

Me:Canyouexcusemeplease?.

Shenoddedthenwalkedout.

ItriedcallingDavidagainbutitwentstraightto

voicemail.

Me:Damnyou!!.

MyphoneranganditwasSane.

Me:Sisterinlaw.

Her:Ican'tbelieveyoudidn'ttellme.

Me:What?.

Her:really?..thatyou'regettingmarriedIhadto

findoutfromDavid'ssocialpage.



Me:No!..No!..theremustbea

misunderstanding..Davidsuggesteditafew

hoursagoandnoweveryonethinkswe're

gettingmarriedtomorrow.

Her:okeyI'mconfused..areyougettingmarried

ornot?.

Voice:Baaaby!.

ItwasDavid.

Me:SaneIhavetogoI'llcallyoulater.

Her:okey..allthebestloveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoo.

Davidwalkedin.

Hehadahugesmileonhisface.

Him:Everythingissortedout!.

Helookedsoexcited.

Me:Davidpeoplearecallingmeaboutmy

weddingcelebrationhappeningtomorrow!!.



Him:Whatpeople?..becauseeveryoneIinvited

knowthetimeandvenue.

Me:Davidareyoubeingseriousrightnow?..you

wentonwithitevenwithoutmygoahead.

Helookedatmedisappointed.

Him:Ithoughtthisiswhatyouwanted.

Me:DavidI..

Hecutmysentence.

Him:IthoughtyouwantedtobeMrsVilakazi

Me:David.

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.

Him:Igetit...youdon'twanttomarryme.

Me:Idobutnot..

Him:Thenproveit!..marrymetomorrow

morning.

Isighedthenlookedathimashewalkedout.

-
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[Naledi]

Ilookedatmyselfinthelongmirror.Thedress

lookedreallyamazing.

Ilookedattheringonmyfingeronelasttime

andIchuckled.

Me:lookslikeyouwerewrongNandi..afterall

thefutureisnotwrittenonthestone.

Him:Youlookgood.

IturnedtomeethimandIsmiled.

Me:Thankyou.

Hewrappedhishandsaroundmywaist.

Him:ourguestsarewaitingforyououtside.

Me:thenwhatarewewaitingfor?



Hechuckled.

Wesharedakissbeforewewalkedoutside

wherefriendsandfamilyweresitting.

David'smothergavemeadeadstarewhich

remindedmeofwhatshesaidyesterday.

Me:David!.

Helookedatme.

Weweresittingonourseparatetable.

Me:Yourmomsaidyou'rewritingabook.

Heclearedhisthroat.

Him:Yes..decidedtotryonelasttime.

Me:Mhh.

Him:SorryIdidn'ttellyou.

Me:It'sokey...it'sjustthatIwasdisappointed

hearingsuchfromyourmothermeanwhilewe

livetogetherandshemadeitlooklikei'mafter

yourmoney.



Him:listenbaby..Iwilltalktomymother..she'll

notbotheryouagain.

Hekissedmycheek.

Crowd:Speech!!!!.

DavidandIlookedateachotherandlaughed.

BeforeIstooduptogivemyspeechsomething

caughtmyattention.

SaneandNathiwalkedinhandinhand.

Iclearedmythroatandmetthemhalfway.

Icouldfeelalleyesonus.

Me:Nathi!.

Him:Pumpkin.

Somethingaboutthatwordmademyheartsink.

SeeinghimremindedmeofhowmuchImiss

him.

Apartofmewantedtothrowmyselfinhis

armsbutanotherpartofmesaidno.



Him:Iseeyouforgottoinviteyourmirror.

Me:ahI..

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.

Hegotcloserandwesharedahug.

Him:Congratulations.

Ibreathoutloudily.

Me:Ithoughtyou'reheretokillhim.

Wealllaughed.

Sane:okeyokey...everyoneiswaitingforyour

speech.

Me:whatamIgoingtosay.

Him:Don'ttellmethealwaystalkactivebubbly

partofmeisspeechless.

IrolledmyeyeswalkedwhereDavidwas.

NathiandSanesatdownwithotherguests.

David:areyouokey?.

Iwipedmytears.



Me:Hecame..I'mmorethanokey.

-

-

[Nathi]

Naledi...shewasnotherself.

Mysisterhadlesslifeandhappinessthanshe

should.

Sanebrushedmyarm.

Her:loosenup.

Ifakedasmile.

Me:He'snotgoodforher..Ihavetomakeher

seethatheisnotgoodforher.

Her:Naledihasagift..

Icuthersentence.

Me:whichisnotbeingusedrightnow!...listen

Munchysheisblindedbylovesomuchthat

she'sneglectedthegiftandthatcanbelethal.



Youdon'tunderstand..Icanneversurviveifshe

dies.

Her:maybeyoushouldtalktoReeta.

Me:I'vebeentryingtobutIcan't...Nalediisthe

onewhocancallherbutrightnowIbetshe

can't..

WesawDavidandNalediapproaching.

Theyhadaplatewithacake.

Her:I'mgladyou'restillhere..emmthankyou

forcoming.

IfakedasmileandlookedatDavid.

-

-

[David]

Me:excusewehavetothanktheotherguests.

Westoodupandwent.

IwasreallygladNalediwasnowmywife



meaningshe'sguaranteedthatsheismineand

minealone.Idon'thavetocompetewiththe

likesofThami.

Iexcusedmyselfandwenttodrinkmypills.I

neededtobeintherightstateofmindalways.

Therestoftheceremonywentreallywell.

-
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[Naledi]

Twomonthslater.

You'dthinkthatasacouplewhogotmarried

recentlywe'recrazilyattachedtoeachother

andarelivinginourownbubbly?.Unfortunately,

that'snotthecase.DavidandIarealways



fighting,ifit'snotabouthimtryingtocontrol

me..it'sabouthimnotbeinghomeallthetime.

Hewalkedinlookinglikewasranoverbyatrain.

Hehasn'tbeenhomethesepastfewdays.

Him:MaVilakazi.

Iignorehim.

Hethrewhimselfonthecouchnexttome.

Hetriedpullingmyarms.

Me:Don'ttouchme!!.

Istoodupandputtheplateonthekitchensink.

Hefollowedme.

Him:Whatisyourproblem!!.

Me:You'remyproblem!!..whatdoyouthinkI

am?..yourhousekeeper?!..

Him:watchyourtoneNaledi..thatisnothow

youspeaktome.

Me:Orwhat?!!..DavidI'mtiredofsittinghere



waitingforyoutocomehome..I'mtiredof

puttingupwithyourshit!!.

Him:I'mworking!!..whatthefuckdoyouwant

frommewoman?!!...IhavetoworksothatIcan

finishthebookandstartmakingmoney.Allyou

havetodoissupportme..isthatsofucken

hard?!.

Me:Supportyou?!..

Ichuckled.

Me:That'sallI'vebeendoingandquietfrankly

I'mtired..youdon'tappreciatemeDavid!.

Him:LetmejustgobeforeIsaysomethingI'm

goingtoregret.

HewalkedtothebathroomandIclickedmy

tongue.

Iwassoirritated,Idecidedtogooutforfresh

air.Ispentmydayattheparkjustlooking

aroundandthinkingifImadetherightchoice

withDavid.



Him:Lala!.

ItwasThami..hewaswithagirl.

Me:hi..

Ifakedasmile.

Him:Ihaven'tseenyouinthelongesttime.

Ilookedathimthenthegirl.

Him:Sorry...thisisZandie..sweetsthat'sNaledi.

Sheflashedasmile.

Zandi:Nicemeetingyou.

Me:Likewise.

Him:We'regoingtogetcoffee..wanttojoinus?.

Me:Nothankyou..I'mokey.

Him:Okey..

TheyattemptedgoingandThamistopped.

Him:Areyouokey?.

-



[David]

Iwasonmywaytotheinternetcafewhenisaw

Nalediwithherloverboy.

Ican'tbelievesheischeatingonmewiththat

boy.

Iclickedmytongueanddrovebackhome.Iwas

notinthemoodanymore.

Zipho:areyouokey?

Ikeptpacingaroundthesittingroom.

Me:I'mokey...listengoovertoyour

friends...spendthenightthere.

Her:Why?..what'swrong?.

Me:Nothing...I'mtakingNaledioutandwe'llbe

backlate.

Her:okey.

Shewassoexcitedtospendthenightout.

Nalediisgoingtoregretmessingwithme.



Shewalkedinwithherheaddown.

Me:Wherehaveyoubeen?.

Shelookedatmefromheadtotoethenwalked

toourbedroom.

Ifollowedher.

Me:I'mtalkingtoyou.

Her:andI'mignoringyou.

Ilostitandjustslappedthedaylightoutofher.

Sheheldontohercheekindisbelieve.

Wekepteyescontactandshedidthe

unthinkable.

Shereturnedtheslaponlyshebackslappedme.

-

[Naledi]

Davidmustbecrazyifhethinkshecanjust

beatme...I'mnobody'spunchingbag.

Heheldontohischeek..hewasfumingwith



angerImustsay.

Him:Iseeyou'vegrownapair.

Ichuckled.

Me:ifyouevertrythatagain..

BeforeIcouldfinishheslappedmeagain..only

thistimehedidn'tstop.Hemanhandledme,I

triedfightingbackbuthonestlyIwasnomatch

tohim.

-
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[Naledi]

ImusthavepassedoutbecausewhenIwoke

upIwaslyingonthefloor.Iwasbruisedallover



myfaceandIhadpainonmythighhenceI

couldn'twalkproperly.

Icoughedanditwasverypainful.

IlimpedallthewaytothebathroomwhereIjust

satonthetoiletsitandcried.Icriedtilltears

couldn'tcomeoutanymore.

IthensearchedformyphoneandcalledThami.

HewastheonlyoneIcouldthinkofatthat

moment.

Iwould'vecalledNathibutIknowhewouldgo

extremeandrightthenallIwantedwastobe

outofthathouse.

Thamipickedupafteralongring.

Him:Lala.

Me:Thami!.

Ijuststartedsobbing.

Him:heyhey..areyouokey?.

Me:Thamihebeatmeand..and..



Icouldn'tevenspeakproperly.

Him:Lalawhereareyourightnow!.

Me:I'matthehouseandhe'snothere.

Him:Okeywaittherei'mcoming.

Hedroppedthecall.

Ipackedafewclothesandthingsimightneed,I

wasn'tplanningoncomingbackanytimesoon.

Isatthereforalongwhile,Iwasscaredthat

Davidmightcomebackandfindmethere.

ThamigotinjustasIwasabouttolosehope

andhehelpedmetohiscar.

-

[Thami]

Idon'tknowwhetherIwasangryatDavidor

justsadoverLala.

Whodoessomethinglikethis?..whobeatsa

womanpurple?.



NalediwaslayingonthebacksitwhileIdrove

tomyapartment.

WegotthereandIhelpedherinside.

Thandi:ohmyGodissheokey?.

Naledinodded.

Lala:I'msorryIdidn'tmeantodisturb.

Shewasreferringtothecosydinnertable

ThandipreparedforusbeforeIgotacallfrom

her.

Thandi:It'sokey...I'llgetthefirstaidkit.

MeanwhileIsattherenexttoher.

IfeltlikeIfailedher...maybeifItriedharderand

talkedheroutofmarryingDavidshe'swouldn't

behere.

Me:LalaI'msorry...youneededmeandIwasn't

there.

Her:Ibroughtthistomyself..everyonetried

talkingtomeandIdidn'tlisten.



Me:thatdoesn'tmeanyoudeservetobebeaten.

Shestartedsobbing.

Ihuggedherclosertome.

Me:He'llnotgetawaywiththisIpromiseyou.

Ilookedather.

Me:Iloveyou..I'vealwaysloved..Itriedtoignore

itbutIcan't.

Shesniffle.

Her:I..

ShethenlookedatThandiwhowasstandingby

thedoorway.

Me:Thandi.

Shequicklywalkedtothebedroomandlocked

herself.

-

[Naledi]

Aweeklater.



IwaslayinginThami'schest.

Yeah!Iknow..noneedtotellme.Iclearedmy

throat.

Me:thisiswrong.

Him:Nothisisright.

Me:I'mmarriedandyou'vejustbrokeupwith

Thandi..anditwasbecauseofme.

Him:itwasgoingtohappenanyway..and

besidesyou'regoingdivorceDavidright?.

Ididn'trespond.

Him:Naledi?.

Me:I'mgoingtoopenacaseagainstDavid

today.

Hisfacelightup.

Him:That's..braveofyou..youaremakingthe

rightchoice.

Me:Ithinkthepicswetookwillbeenough

evidenceagainsthim..Iwishtheycanlockhim



upandthrowthekeyinthedeepsea.

Him:Don'tworry..thedoctorsreportcardwill

actonourfavour...I'llmakesureherotsinthere

evenifit'sthelastthingIdo.

Ileanedoverandwesharedakiss.

LaterthatdayItookaquickshowerandwore

Nandi'sdress..itwastheonlylongdressIhad.

AfterthatIapproachedthedooronmywayto

thepolicestation.

IbumpedintoThamibythedoor.

Me:You'rebackearly.

Him:I'mcomingwithyoutothestation.

Ilookedathimandsmiled.

Me:ThankyouThami.

Heflashedasidesmileanddrovemetothe

policestation.

Itwaskindofpackedsowehadtowaiton

thosecoldbench.Beingthereremindedmeso



muchofmylifebeforeIcametoKZN.Iusedto

workatthestationandlifewassoeasythen.

ThequeuekeptgettingshorterandIwas

gettingcloser.

Idontknowifitwaspanicbutmyheartstarted

beatingreallyfast.

Him:Lalaareyouokey?.

Ifeltlikethewallswereclosingonme.

Me:Idon't..I..don't..

Itriedbreathinginandoutbutitwasprettyhard.

BeforeIknewit..itwaslightsout.

Iwokeupinahospital.Icouldtellbythe

beepingsoundsandthemechinesallaround

me.

IsawThamistandingbythewindow.

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:Thami.



Heapproachedme.

Helookedveryworried.

Me:whathappened?.

Him:Doyouneedwateroranything?.

Ilookedathimwithnoresponse.

Him:Lalayou're...you'repregnant.

-
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[Naledi]

Me:wh..whatdidyousay?.

Him:you'refourweekspregnant.

Me:butthat's...how..itcan't..



Isatupstraighttryingtomakesomesenseout

ofthesituation.ThamiandIonlygotintimate

likeafewdayssohe'sdefinitelynotthefather.

Me:ButThami.

Atearfelldown.

Him:heyit'sokey..we'llmakeaplan...everything

willworkoutokey?.

Me:Iwanttogohome.

Him:Sure..Ididexplainatthepolicestationthat

we'llcomesomeothertime.

Me:No..you'renotlistening...Iwanttogohome.

Helookedatmeindisbelieve.

Him:areyoukiddingmerightnow?...Naledi

don't..

Icuthissentence.

Me:Surelyyoudon'texpectmetobeasingle

parent?.

Him:I'llbethere!..we'llraisethebabytogether.



Her:You'renotthefather!!.

Heremainedsilent.

Him:Wow!..justwow!.

Hewalkedoutandbangedthedoor.

IhadnotimetonurseThami'sfeelings..Ihadto

thinkofawaytodeliverthenewstoDavid.

Ithenrememberedthathementionednotbeing

readyforkids.Butthatwasbeforewegot

married..andand..thingshavetobedifferent

now..Imeanwe'llhaveourownfamily.

AnursecametotellmethatIcangoasthey

needthebed.Itwasembarrassing.Iwalkedout

oftheclinicthinkingabouthowIwasgoingto

gethome.Ihadnomoneywithme.

Istartedwalking,atleastthesunwasdown.

Acarpulledovernexttome.

Him:Naledi?.

Me:whoareyou?.



Him:Thamisentmetotakeyouhome.

Ilookedathimforawhile.

Him:LookIhaveyourbagandphone.

HeshowedmeandIwalkedin.

HeleftmeatThami'sapartmentandIwalkedin.

Hewasnotaround.

-

[Thami]

Nalediwasbeingcrazyandgettingonmylast

nerve.Shewasbehavinglikealovesickpuppy.

Idon'tknowwhatitiswithDavidthatjust

makesherloseit.

Nathi:hey..Sanesaidyou'recallingme.

Me:Yes.

Istoodupandwefistbumped.

Him:What'swrong..youlookstressed.

Me:It'sNaledi.



Helookedatmeattentively.

Iwasn'tgoingtositbackandwatchLalaput

herselfindanger.Idon'tcareifNathikillsDavid

atthispointaslongasNalediissafe.

Itoldhimeverything.

Me:soyousee..youhavetohelpher.

Him:OnlyIcan't.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanyoucan't?.

Him:Nalediwillhavetohelpherself.

Me:Butmanhebeatsher.

Heclenchedhisteeth.

Thatmadehimangry.

Him:LikeIsaid..it'sallinherhandsnow.

Hethenstoodupandwalkedaway.Inoticedhe

feltuncomfortable.

-

[Naledi]



IlookedaroundbeforeIclosedthedoor.Thami

wasstillnotbacksoIwrotehimanote.

Icalledacabandtookoff.

IwasscaredofwalkinginatfirstbutIrealised

itwasgettingdarkeroutside.

Isighedbeforewalkingin.

IfoundDavidtypingonhislaptop.

HelookedatmeasIwalkedin.

Me:Hi.

Welookedateachotherforawhile.

Hestoodupandkneltinfrontofme.

Him:I'msorry..I'msosorryIpromiseyouitwill

neverhappenagain..Iswearonmyfather's

grave.

Ilookedupavoidingthetearstofall.

Hewashuggingmylegs.

Me:David..I..I'mpregnant..



Heraisedhisheaduptolookatme.

Him:we..we'regoingtohaveababy?.

Inoddedwithtears.

Hehuggedmeandspanmearound.

Wesharedalongkisstosealourmoment.

-
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[Naledi]

EversinceDavidlearntaboutthepregnancy

he'sbesweet.Hewasthereformeandthe

baby,hespentmoretimehomeandwe'vehad

nofightsorwhatsoever.Hewasthebest

husbandIcouldwishfor.



Thamiontheotherhandwasstartingtoirritate

me.HewentoffandtoldNathiandSaneabout

thedisagreementIhadwithDavidandSane

wasactingallmotherTheressawithme,saying

"Getoutbeforeit'stoolate"..toolatefor

what?..formetofindhappiness?..wellIdon't

thinkso.

Him:Goodmorningsweetheart.

Hekissedmycheekthenmybellywhichwas

stillnotshowing.

Hewasonagoodmood.

Ismiled.

Me:morninghandsome.

Him:Breakfastshouldbereadyinafew

minutes..solonggogetcleanedup.

Me:yesSir.

Webothlaughed.

Istoodinthemiddleoftheroomandstripped



myclothesoff,Ithenwrappedatowelaround

mybody.

Me:Aren'tyougoingtothelibrarytoday?.

Him:No..ItoldyouI'mdonewiththebook.

Me:Noyoudidn'ttell.

Him:Babythelaunchisinafewdaysandyou

don'tremember?...you'reabadwife.

Igiggled.

Me:Stoplyingyounevertoldmethat.

Him:BabyItoldyouandwetalkedaboutitlast

night.

Me:must'vebeenhalfasleepbecauseIdon't

remember.

Him:Welldearpregnantwife..mylaunchis

happeningonFridayandyouhavenochoice

buttobetherenexttoyourhandsomehusband.

Me:OhandI'llbetherebaby.

IsaidasIwasgoingouttothebathroomto



takemybath.

-

[Thami]

Youknowthatfeelingwhenyouknowthatyou

havetoletgobutsomehowyoucan'tbecause

asmallvoiceinsideyourheadtellsyouthat

thereisstillhopeleft.

IwantedtogiveuponNaledibutIjustcouldn't.

I'veknownhermywholelifetounderstandthat

sheneedsme..eventhoughshemightnotseeit

now.

-

[Nathi]

Her:maybeyoushouldcallinsickNathi.

Me:NoI'mokey..I'llbefine.

ShelookedatmeandIknowshewas

disapproving.

Me:MunchyIcan'tmissworkbecauseI'm



feelingdown..Ihavetosetgoodexampleformy

staff.

Her:Butyou'vebeenoffsinceyesterday.

Me:I'llbefine...canyoustopworrying..

Shedidn'trespond.

Me:okeylookI'llgotowork..ifI'mnotfeeling

wellI'llcomeback.

Sheflashedafaintsmile.

Me:That'smygirl..I'veranyouawarmbath.

Shestoodupandmadethebedfirstbeforeshe

wentforherbath.

-

[Sane]

IsoakedmyselfinandLorditfeltsogood.I

wasgettinghugeandreallyheavy.

Me:Baby.

Hedidn'trespond.



Me:Babyareyoustillthere!!.

Iwasshoutingandafterawhilehewalked

insidethebathroom.

Him:Munchyareyouokey?.

Me:yes..canyouhelpmeup.

Hechuckledthenhelpedmeoutofthebathtub.

Me:YourbabyhavetocomeoutnowNathiI

can'ttakeit.

Him:Munchyyou'reexaggerating.

Me:Huh!..I'mtheoneyouhastoputupwithher.

Yes,wewereexpectingababygirl.

Him:andIhavetoputupwithyou.

Ilookedathimandhelaughed.

Him:ButbabyIputupwithhertoo..She's

probablythereasonI'mfeelingdown.

Ms:Ohpleasedon'tusemydaughterasyour

excuse.



Hechuckled.

Him:Babyyouuseherallthetime.

Me:I'mhermother.

Him:AndI'mherfather.

Hepulledmeclosertohim.

Him:andIloveyou..bothofyou...you'rethefirst

thingthatevermadesenseinmylife.

Iwipedatearthatjustfeel.

Him:andyou'reevenmoreprettywhenyoucry.

Ichuckled.

Me:Gotoworkbeforeyougetlateman.

Him:ohI'malreadylatewomanbuthey,Iown

theplaceanyways.

Ilaughed.

Him:Iloveyoumunchy.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Wesharedalongkissbeforehewenttowork.



-

[Naledi]

Me:Ishouldgetpregnantmoreoften.

Him:what?.

Me:You'respoilingmerotten.

Helaughed.

Him:Wantsomethingtodrink?.

Me:juicewillbefine.

Hewenttothekitchenandpoureditforme.

Me:Thankyou.

Hesatnexttomewithmylegsontopofhim.

Me:thatfeelssogood.

Hewasmassagingmyfeet.

HelookedatmeasIsippedonmyjuice.

Me:areyouokey?..youseemabittroubled?.

Him:thepublisherwassupposetosendmethe



bookformylaunchandIcan'tgetholdofhim.

Me:ohmaybehe'sbusy..

Him:maybeIshouldgotohim.

Me:likenow?!.

Him:yesifthat'sokeywithyou.

Me:emmoksure..goI'llbefine.

Him:Areyousure?.

Ismiled.

Me:yes.

Him:okey.

Hekissedmyforehead.

Hechangedhisclothesanddrovetohis

publisher.

IwasjusttiredsoIwenttobedforanap.

Ziphowwasvisitinghergranny.

Iwaswokenupbycramps.Iheldontowhere

thepainwascomingfromwhileItriedtositup.



ThepaingotsharperandIfreakedout.

IreachedformyphoneandtriedtocallDavid

andheputstraighttovoicemail.

Me:ahhDavid!.

Igroanedinpain.

IfeltwetdownthereandsoIwenttothetoilet.

ItotallyfreakedoutwhenIsawbloodonthe

toiletsit.

Me:ohGodNo!.

-
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[Naledi]



Iwasinexcruciatingpain.

IcalledDavidagainbutstillnoanswer.

Ididn'tknowwhattodoespeciallysinceI

couldn'twalkproperlyanymore.

Itookmycarkeysandtriedwalkingoutthe

door.ItoldmyselfthatIamnotgoingtositand

waitformetolosemybaby.

Itwasdarkoutsideandthereweregroupof

guysstandingbythestreetcornernotsofar

frommyhouse.

Me:h...hello..pl..pleasehelpme!.

Idon'tknowifitwasthepainbutIstarted

feelingcrazy.Iheardvoicesinmyhead.

IstartedscreamingasIbrushedmyarm

roughly,ifeltastingingsensation.

IkeptscreamingtillIpassedout.

Iwokeupinahospitalbed..Ilookedaroundand

Iwastiedonthebed,bothmylegsandhands.



MyeyesfeltsoheavyhenceIstruggledopening

themforawhile.

IsawThamistandingbythedoor.Idon'teven

knowhowhegothere!.

Iclearedmythroat..hewaslookingatme.

Me:wh..

Iclearedmythroatagain,itfeltsore.

Him:Naledi.

Worrywaswrittenalloverhisface.

Him:I..ahm..Lala!.

Hewasgivingmethatlookyougiveto

someoneyoupity.

Me:HowdidIgethere?.

Him:Idon'tknow..Iwascalledandinformed

thatyou'rehere.

Thatdidn'tsurprisemebecauseIputhimasmy

nextofkin...surprised?!.



WellI'vealwaysknewthatThamiwillalwaysbe

thereformeandIknowitseemslikeI'mtaking

advantagebutI'mnot..it'sjustthatsomethings

arecomplicatedandcan'tbeundone.

Iquicklylookedatmybelly..Isawnochange.

Me:Mybaby..Thamiismybabyokey?.

Helookedawayavoidingeyecontact.

Me:Thami!!.

Him:Thebabydidn'tmakeitNaledibythetime

yougothereitwastoolate..

Me:No!..notmybaby!.

Istartedcrying..Icriedagreatdealbefore

stopping.Thamididn'tknowwhattodowithme.

WhereisDavidwhenIneedhim?!.

Him:LalaI'msorryIwasn'tthere..I..

Icuthissentence.

Me:Iwanttogohome..whyamItiedagainst

thebed?.



Helookedawayagainbeforelookingbackat

me.

Him:thenursessaidyouwerescreamingand

triedtopullyourhairout..theywereworriedthat

youmighthurtyourself.

IthoughtforawhiletryingtorememberandI

didrememberbeinginsomuchpainanditwas

notcrampsitcamefromallovermybodyand

myfeet.IfeltlikeIwassteppingonthousand

needles.

Me:ButI'mokeynow..pleaseIneedtogohome

andcook.

Itwasalreadyatnightsothatwasalieand

besidesIdon'tcookthatmuchsohesawIwas

lying.

Him:Naledithere'ssomethingIneedtotellyou.

Ilookedathimattentively.

Him:There'snoeasierwaytosaythissoI'm

just.



Hebreathinandout.

Him:Nathiisgone.

Me:Gonewhere?Hecan'tjustupand...

Him:He'sdead.

Ilookedathimandhelookedrightback.

Me:No!.

Him:I'msorry.

Me:No..he'snot...whyareyoulying.

Itriedforcingmyhandsandlegsoutofthe

strapsbutitwashard.

Him:Lalawait..you'llhurtyourself.

Hetriedbeingcalm.

Me:ThamigetmeoutofhereIwanttoseemy

brother!!.

Him:Lala!.

Iscreamedandanursewalkedinandtooka

needleout.



SheinjectedmeandIfeltlikedozingoff.

Me:Thamiplease!.

Ilookedathimandhelookedbackwithglossy

eyes..hewasworriedaboutme.

Ispokewithmylaststrength.

Him:LalarestIpromiseI'lltakeyoutohim

tomorrow.

Me:Nathi!.

Him:Ipromise.

-

[Sane]

Him:Mamaresureyou'regoingtobeokey?.

Iwasstaringintospace..itfeltlikealongbad

dream.

Onlyifhelistenedtomeandstayedathome.

OnlyifIspentmoretimewithhim.OnlyifI

stoppedhim,hewasdownandthatshould've

beenasignthatsomethingbadwillhappenbut



Ididn't..Ididn'ttryhardenough,Ididn'tstophim.

Him:Mam.

Hetouchedmyshoulder.

Ilookedatthecorpse.

Me:yesit's..it'shim.

Isaidsniffling.

Me:whathappened?.

BeforehecouldanswerIstartedsobbing.

Him:we'renotsureyetbuthewasbroughtinby

policewithabitewoundinhisneck...avery

unusualoneImustsay.Theysaidhewasfound

byacleanerathisworkstation.

Me:Bitewound?..

Ithenrememberedthegift.Ihadnodoubtthat

ithadsomethingtodowithit,hewasworking

onchallengingitsothatIcanhavemydaughter

inpeaceandmaybetheyfoundoutanddecided

tokillhim..nowhe'sgone.



Him:Idon'tmeantoprybutyoulooksoyoung..

Isniffle.

Me:He'smyhusband.

Him:I'mdeeplysorryforyourloss..areyousure

you'refine?.

Helookedatmyhugebelly.

Thinkingaboutmybabymademeemotional..I

feltlikeI'vejustheardsecondsagothatNathiis

dead.

Me:This..thiscannotbehappening..hecan'tbe

dead..hecan'tleavemehejustcan't..we're

goingtohaveafamilyand...and..behappy..he

can'tbedead.

Icriedmyeyesred.

-
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Like,commentandshare...I'llpostwhenIsee

enoughcommentsandreactions....

-

-

wishingyouallagoodyearahead
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[Naledi]

Idon'tknowhowlongIsleptbutwhenIwoke

upitwasmorningalready.

Ipulledthesheetstryingtogetupbutflinched

inpain.

Him:Easy!.



Hesaid,walkingin.

Hehelpedmesitup.

Me:Thami..

Him:Lala!.

Therewassilenceforawhile.

Me:IhavetoseeNathi...maybethere's

somethingIcando...Imeanhe'sapartof

me..hecan'tdie..hewastooyoung..hehada

wholefuturetolive..hewashappyand...and..

IwasspeakingtoofastthatIbeganbreathing

heavily,Iwasemotional.

Him:shii!..it'sokey..it'sokey.

Me:Noit'snot..

Heheldbothmyhandsinhis.

Him:YouhavetobestrongLala..Wehavetogo

beforethenursesgethere..

Ilookedathimforawhilethenstoodup.I

didn'twanttowasteanytime.



Hegavemenewtracksuits,Ichangedintothem

withhishelpandwewalkedoutofthehospital.

-

IslowlywalkedinwhileThamiwastalkingto

themanwhoworkedattheparlor.

Man:Thisishim.

Hesaidpullingthefreezingshelfandrevealed

Nathiwhowaslayingonhisback.

Helookedsopaleandlifeless.

IknewhewasgonebutIcouldn'tletgo.Ifelt

liketherewasstillachance.

Man:I'llgiveyousomeprivacy.

HewalkedoutandIwasleftwithThamiinthe

room.

IwalkedcloserandcuppedNathi'sfacewith

onehand.

Me:Imighthavehadadreamchildhood,Ihad

everythingIwantedbutnotwhatIneeded.My



lifewasincompletebecauseyouweren't

there..andthenIfoundyouandthevoidwas

closed..you'reapartofme..sonowyousee,you

can'tbegone..youcan'tleaveme.

Thatcameoutasawhisper.

Ilookedathimandhewasstilllifeless.

Me:Iloveyou.

Ibentdownandkissedhisforehead.

Isawapatchonhisneck.

Me:itwasthem!.

Ishoutedwithmyeyeswideopened,lookingat

Thami.

Me:HewasgoingtodestroyGinaandher

family..theyfoundoutandtheykilledhim..

Him:okeycalmdown.

Me:Theneckbite?...onlythegiftedknowsthat

thewaytokillhimisthroughthebite..thisisall

myfault.



Him:you'renotmakingsenserightbutplease

calmdown.

Istartedpacingaround.

Me:Ishould'vebeenthere..togetherwe

would'vetakenthemoutbut...but...Gosh!.

Istartedtearingup.

Me:I'msorryNathi...I'msosorry.

IwentdownwithThamiholdingme.

-

[David]

IkeptcallingNaledibutitrangunanswereduntil

iteventuallystoppedringing.

ThedooropenedandShewalkedinwithThami.

Hereyeswerebloodshotred!.

Me:Naledi!.

Shewalkedpassedignoringme.Iheardthe

bedroomdoorclosing.



Thami:Iknowwhatyoudid.

Ilookedathimirritatedly.

Me:excuseme?.

Him:Thetestresultrevealsthatthemiscarry

wasintentional...youspikedherdrink.

Me:What?!..Naledimiscarried?!

Ihadtoactsurprised.

Him:keepplaying..I'veknownNalediallmy

life..she'sverydangerousandIcanonly

imaginewhatshe'lldowhenshefindsout

becauseshewillfindout!.

Me:Naledilovesme.

Hechuckled.

Him:Okey...David!.

Aftersayingthathewalkedaway.

Idon'tknowifhewastryingtoscaremeor

what?!.



ButIknowforafactthatNalediwon'tdo

anythingtome..shelovesme.

Sheisblindedbylovesomuchthatshewon't

noticewhathappened.

ButontheotherhandIwasscared...Iwenttoo

far.

-

[Naledi]

Ilockedmyselfinthebedroomandcried.

David:Naledi!!

Hewasknockingonthedoor.

Him:Pleaseletmein..

Me:Goaway!.

Him:whateveritissweetheartI'msurewecan

workitout.

Me:Canyoubringmybrotherfromthe

dead?!!...No!!...canyoubringmybaby?



Nowleavemealone.

I'vefeltpainbeforebutnotthisdeep...Ispent

dayslockedinsidetheroom..Ihatedlife...I

wishedtobedead.Ihadlostitall.

Apartofmewasgone.

-

[Thami]

SanewasdevastatedandIwasreallyworried

aboutthepregnancybutatleasthermother

andauntcameovertogivehersupport.

Shesniffle.

Shehasbeensittingonthemattresseversince

hermothergothere.

Her:Wantsomemoretea?..mompleasemake..

Icuthersentence.

Me:NoI'mokey..excusemeIneedthe

bathroom.

Iwalkedouttotherestroom,didmybusiness



andwalkedovertothesmallbasintowashmy

hands.

JustasIraisedmyheadIsawareflectionon

themirror.

Me:Whatthe!!!

Ijumpedinshock.

Her:Thami.

Iturnedtolookatherasshewasstanding

behindme.

Shelookedreallycalm.

Me:Mam'Nandi!!.

Imovedbackafewsteps.

Her:Yesit'sme..ThamiIneedyoutohelpme

withsomething.

Me:Whatisthat?.

Her:Naledi..Ican'tgettoherand..onlyyoucan

helphernow.



Me:Notanymore..eversinceNathidiedshe

shutusalloutevenherpreciousDavid.

Her:Thentryharder!!...you'renotDavid.

Ididn'trespond.

Her:Shehastotakecareofthepersonwho

killedherbrother.

Iquicklyresponded.

Me:Nooo!..that'ssuicidal..that'swhyNathiis

deadinthefirstday...shecan'ttakeGinaout

alone..they'llkillher!.

Iwasscaredforher.

Her:Gina?!.

Me:Yes!.

Her:whatdoesthishavetodowithGina?.

Me:LalabelievestheykilledNathi.

Shechuckled.

Her:Don'ttellmeyoualsobelieveGinakilled



Nathi.

Ilistenedattentively.

Her:Thisismorereasonwhyyoushouldhelp

Naledi...sheneedstofocusandlisten.

Me:I'mlost.

Her:Findthepersonwhokilledmysonbefore

theydestroyNaleditoo.

Me:youknowtheperson?whoisit?.

Sheturnedherbackatme.

Me:LookThami..lookwhereyouleastexpect!!.

Aftersayingthatshedisappeared.

Ithoughtforawhile.

Me:Sane?!...No!...shelovedhim.

•ToBeContinued.
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[Thami]

Islowlywalkedoutoftherestroom.



Iclearedmythroatandeveryonelookedatme.

Me:IthinkI'mgoingtogo..Ineedtocheckon

Naledi.

Sane'smom:I'llstartwiththepots.

Shestoodupandpattedonmyshoulders.

Sane:Howisshe?.

Ilookedather.

Her:Naledi...Iwashopingthatshe'llcomehere

andwe'd..

Shestartedtearingup.

Her:I'msorry.

Shewipedhertearsbuttheykeptfalling.

Her:It'shardThami..I'vebeentryingsohardto

copeand...andpullitalltogetherbutit'sso

damnhard.Iwakeupeverymorninghoping

thatitwasalljustadream...thatmaybehe'll

walkinandtellmethathe'shereandhe'shere

tostay..



Shesobbedloudily...itwassoloudhermother

heardherfromtheKitchenandshemadeher

waytous.

Shekneltnexttoherandheldhertoherchest.

Sane:MahIcan't...Ican't..Ican't..

Shekeptrepeatingthosewords.

AllthethoughtIhadofSanebeingtheonewho

killedNathiwereoutthewindow.Shecouldn't

dothattohim..shelovedhimdearly.

Icouldn'tstandwatchingsoIwalkedouttomy

caranddrovehome.

Ispentthewholenighttossingandturningfora

solution.IknewNathibutnotthatmuchto

knoweveryoneinhislifebutNaledidid.

Istoodupfromthebed.

NaledinewNathimaybeit'snotthepersonI'd

leastexpecttokillNathibutapersonshe'd

leastexpect.



Yes!.

IsaidasIgotupandwenttotakeashower.

-

[Naledi]

Myeyeswereheavyandpuffy.Islowlywalked

tothedoorandopenedit.

Him:OhMyGod...Baby..areyouokey?.

Ihadamassiveheadache.

Me:you'redressedup..what'stheoccassion?

Helookedawaythenbackatme.

Him:it'smybooklaunchtoday.

Ichuckled.

Me:okey.

Him:Iknowthatyou'recurrentlydealingwitha

lotandIshouldbeherewithyoubutifIcanpull

thisoffwecan..

Icuthissentence.



Me:Dowhatyougottodo..Iwanttobealone

anyways.

Hesighedlookingatme.

Him:IpromiseyouwhenIgetbackI'mallyours.

Hekissedmycheekandwalkedout.

IrubbedmyfaceaggressivelywithmyhandasI

walkedintheshower.

Iletthewaterhitmybodymercilessly.Ihadto

bestrongforNathi'sburialwhichIhadnoidea

whenitwasgoingtohappen,I'vebeenoutof

touchandreallyselfish...Sanemustbecrushing

whereeversheisbutI'moverhereacting

selfish.

Iwasdisturbedbyaknockonthedoor.

Iwrappedatowelaroundmybodyandwent

overtoopen.

Me:Thami!.

-



[David]

Me:Isthedecocompanyhereyet?.

Ass:Iwasonthecallwiththem..theyconfirmed

theyareontheway.

Ms:okey.

Iwalkedovertothetables.

Me:Canyouputthesetwotablesoverthere?..I

needsomespacehereinbetween...

Henodded.

Ass:Sir...MrsMatobelawantstospeakto

you..she'sbeenwaitingforhertransportwith

thecateringstuffforanhournow.

Me:TellherI'llsendsomeone..Ican'ttalk

now..bloodyAndileisnotansweringhisdamn

phone.

Itwasabigdayaheadandeveryonewas

busy...goodthingIcameearly.

-



[Naledi]

Ilookedatthemirrorandmycolorbonewas

showing...I'velostweight.

IsighedthenworemyMaxidress.

Thamiwalkedintheroom.

Him:Imadeyoucoffee..youhavetoeat

something.

InoddedandtookthecupbutIwasn'tthirstyso

Iputitbesidethebed.

Me:HowisSane?..Iwasactuallyonmywayto

seeher.

Him:She's...coping.

Ilookedathimandhestoodupandstarted

walkingaroundtheroom.

Him:Listen...Iknowyou'vebeenthroughso

muchbutsittinghereandfeelingsorryfor

yourselfwon'thelpyou...youneedtopick

yourselfupandstartthinkingabouthowyou're



goingtoavengeNathi!!.

Me:ThamiIcan't...

Hecutmysentence..

Him:Youcanandyouwill...Firstlyyouneedto

findoutwhoisitthatkilledhimbecause

apparentlythatpersoniscomingforyoutoo

andGodknowIcan'tletanythinghappento

you!.

Ididn'trespond.Ihadlittleenergytowasteitby

arguingwithThami..Hedontknowhow

dangerousGinaisandI'mnotgoingtowaste

mytimeexplainingtohim.

-

[Thami]

Nalediwasbeingstubbornandveryhardfor

nothing.

Ifoundmyselfbeingveryirritated!

Her:ExcusemebutIhavetobesomewhere.



Me:You'renotgoinganywhere!!.

Ishoutedandshejumped!

Him:IpromisedNandithatI'llhelpyouseethe

truthandthatisexactlywhatI'mgoingtodo!.

Shelookedatmeattentively.

Her:Na-Nandicametoyou?.

Thatcameoutasawhisper.

Inodded.

Her:Shecametoyouandnotme?.

Me:She'sbeingtryingtoreachyou!!.

Shechuckledshakingherheadindisbelieve.

Her:Yeahright!.

Me:Listen..Ginadidn'tkillNathiit'stheperson

you'dleastexpectthatdidandrightnow...

Itookoutapencilandapaper.

Me:You'llfindthatpersonasinlikeyesterday.

ShesatdownandIgaveherthepaperand



pencil.

Me:I'dbeinthenextroomjustsonottodisturb

you.

ShenoddedandIapproachedthedoor.

Her:Thami?.

Iturnedtolookather.

Her:Thankyou!.

Ididn'trespond..Iwalkedout!.

-

[Naledi]

Isatthereforwhatseemedlikealongtime

tryingtofigureoutwhattodo.Ialsotried

callingouttoNandibutIcouldn'treachout.

Me:OkeyNaledi..concentrate!!youcandothis.

Iclosedmyeyesagainandtriedmyoutmost

bestbutnothing.

Ithrewmyselfonthebed.



Me:WhyamIbeingpunished?!!..Reeta!!Youthe

onewhosuggestedIavengeNathisowhy

aren'tyouhelpingme?.

Istartedslowlyandendedupshouting...allthe

angerinsidemewasoozingthroughmyskin.

Me:Imadeamistakeyes..weallmake

mistakes!!!!...Reeta!.

TearsfellmercilesslybutstillnosignofReeta!.

Isanktothefloorandcried.

Me:Nathi...pleasehelpme!.

Iheardaknockonthedoor,Iknewitwas

Thami.

Helethimselfin.

Me:Ican'tdothisThami.

Hewentovertopickthepencilwhichwasnow

onthefloorfarfromwhereIwassitting.

Hemademestandupandlookathim.

Him:it'sokey!.



Hehuggedme.

Him:it'sokey..everythingwillbealright.

Me:Whycan'tIdothis..IoweNathithatmuch.

Isaidthatgettingoutofhisembraceand

walkingoutoftheroom.

Ibrushedmyarmswithmyhands.

Me:Whatisthis?.

Iwasreferringtothebigboxonthecoffeetable.

Him:oh..someonedroppedthatoff..Isignedfor

it..Ididn'twanttodisturbyou.

Iflashedafaintsmilewithtearsonmycheeks.

Me:Thankyou.

Iwentovertotakethebox..itwaskindofheavy

especiallyformesinceIhaven'tbeeneating..I

hadlessthanenoughenergy.

Him:Needhelp?

Ishockmyheadno!



Him:I'mgoingtotheshops..needanything?.

Me:sourmilkplease.

Him:okey.

Henoddedandwentout.

Iputtheboxinthebedroom..itwasprobablyfor

Davidthoughitdidn'tsay.

Isatonthebedthinkinghard!.

Curiosityledmeintoopeningthebox.

Itwasabunchofbooks..thebookDavidwas

workingonmaybe?.

Itookoneoutandreadthetitle..Ifoundthe

shockofmylife.

-

-

[Sane]

Imust'vecriedmyselftosleepbeforeIwokeup

toamovementinsidemybelly.



Imoenedthoughitwasn'tpainfulbutastime

wentonthemomentbecamealittletoo

aggressiveandIstartedfeelingsomepain.

Me:Mah!.

Ishouted.

Her:Sane..areyouokey?.

Me:Idon'tknow..IthinkI'minlabour!.

Her:okeyokey...relaxandbreathokey?.

-

[Naledi]

TheGirlAndTheJagua.

ThatwasthetittletoDavid'sbook.

Me:OhmyGod!.

IfeltangerbuildingupasIreadthoughthefew

pages..itwasindeedaboutus.

Me:howcanDaviddothistome?..

Ifelttheroomclosingonme.



Me:ahh!.

IstartedbreathingveryheavylikeIwashaving

apanicattack.

Thami:Naledi...iheardyouscrea...

Beforehecouldfinish..itwaslightsoutforme.

-

[Sane]

Me:Whatdoyoumeanit'snottimeyet?.

Iscreamedinagony.

Mybabywasdoinganumberonme.

Dr:thebabyisstillfarinfactveryfarsoI

suggestyoutrytorelaxandbreath.

Me:Mahhhhh!!!!.

Isaidsqueezingherhand.

Her:breathbaby.

Ifelttearshitmycheeks.

-



[Naledi]

Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutsuddenlyiwas

inNathi'soffice.Therewasnoonein..Iwalked

aroundandsawNath'sphoneonthetable.

Me:Hemighthaveforgottenit.

IapproacheditbutbeforeIcouldreachithe

walkedin.

Me:Nathi!.

Heignoredmeandwentstraighttohisphone

andtookitandthensomemenwalkedin.

Nathi:canIhelpyou?.

It'slikehedidn'tseemebuthesawthem.

Man1:we'reheretotalktoyou.

Nathi:asyoucanseeI'monmywayhome..did

wehaveameetingscheduledorsomething?.

Man2:Noandyou'renotgoinganywhereuntil

wefinishwhatwecameherefor!.

Inoticedthatvoice..Iknowit!It'sDavid.



Me:Davidwhatareyoudoinghere!.

Theyallignoredme.

Me:David!!.

Nathi:David?.

Dav:yes..I'msureyouknowI'mworkingona

book..it'squietdifferentfromwhatIusually

writesoIneedsomethingthatwillprovethat

it'snotfiction.

Nathi:thenwhyareyouhere?.

Dav:it'saboutyouandyoursister..shetoldme

you'reajaguasoIcametoseeitformyself.

Nathi'sfacechanged.

Nathi:That'scrazy..

Beforehecouldfinishanothermanwalkedin

withaninfant.

Me:ohLord!.

Isaidsoftly.



Nathi'seyeswidened.

Dav:easywayorhardway?.

Nathididn'trespond.

Dav:OK..hardwayitis.

Hepinchedthebabyanditstartedcrying.Nathi

triedtokeephiscoolbuthecouldn't.

Meanwhileanothermanwasshootingthe

wholething.

IfeltNathi'spainashetriedsohardtofightit.

Dav:bringtheotherones.

Moreinfantswerebroughtin.

Nathi:pumkin!!!..Naledi!!.

Hetried...hetriedsohardtocallformebutI

wasn'tthere!.

Me:Stop!!...he'llkillthebabies..David!..Whatare

youdoing?

Theyallcouldn'thearme.



ItwentonandonandonuntilNathibitehis

ownneck..Iguesshewasprotectingthebabies

sohedecidedtokillhimself.

Me:Ahhh!!.

IscreamedsohardIfeltmylungsmoving.

Nathi:Naledi!.

Hesaidashewentdownontheflooranddied.

Me:Nathi!!!!!!.

Thami:Lala!!.

IguessIwasbackonearth.

Me:Hedrovehimtodeath..itwasDavid.

Thatcameoutasawhisper!.

Afterthatitwaslightsout..Ifeltdrained.

-

-

•ToBeContinued

-



-

likeandcomment..andshare

[01/25,15:16]Wadz:APartOfMEGone

seasonfinale

#19

-

-

[Naledi]

weakasiwasihadtowakeupanddealwith

David.

islowlyraisedmyheadup.

Thami:restLala.

me:NoIhavetogo.

Iwasstillinshock,howcouldDaviddothatto

me?..Itrustedhim!!.

Him;whereareyougoing?

Me:totakeanothershowerandofftoDavid's



launch.

helookedatmewithdisagreeingeyesbutI

guessheknewmethatmuchtoknowthat

there'snothingheoranyoneelsecansayto

stopme.

Me:ThamiIneedagun.

Him:forgetit!!

Me:Thami.....

helookedatmeandilookedrightbackwithmy

redpuffyeyes.

Me:youknowI'mgoingtofinditwithorwithout

yourhelp....butpleasecallyourfriendand

orginiseit.

Him:Ican'tletyouruinyourselflikethat,David

isnotworthit.

Me:I'mgoingtofindthatgun..

AftersayingthatIwalkedtotheshowerand

toookaquickone....iwasasweakasitgetsbut



Ihadtobestrong.

AftertheshowerIdressupandputsomemake

uponandaapairofhills..Ilookedgood,even

thoughIsaysomyself.

-

-

[sane]

Thepainhadseizedandthedoctersmadeit

clearthatiwasn'tgoingtogivebirthanytime

soonsoidon'tknowwhytheykeptmehere,i

hatehospitals..theyhavethisbadvibeican't

explain.

Voice:youlookgoodwiththatbigbelly.

iturnedmyheadanditwasnaledi.

Ihaven'tseenhersinceforeverandshewasthe

lastpersonIexpectedtosee.

Me:Naledi.

shewalkedinandsatonthechairnexttomy



bed.

Her:Sane..howareyoudoing.

Me:I'mokey..

itriedhardnottocrybutseingherjustmade

methinkofNathi.

shesighedandlookedatme.

Me:I'vebeentakingitonedayatatime.

shenoddedandlookedaway,shewasavoiding

eyecontact.

Me;howhaveyoubeen?

icouldseethroughthemakeupthatshewas

notdoingtoowellherself,eyebagsdon'tlie.

Her:I'mcoping..IjustcametocheckonyouI

heardyouwerenotokey.

Me:itwasjustcramps..thedoctersaidwe'llbe

fine.

sherubbedherhandsonherthighs.



Me:areyougoingsomewhere?

sheraisedherhead.

Her:pardon?

Me:you'realldressedup.

her:yes..uhm,I'mgoingtoDavid'slaunch.

Me:ohhokey..passmygreetingstohim.

shequicklystoodup.

Her:Ihavetogo..I'llseeyoulater.

Nalediwassojumpyandallovertheplace.

BeforeIcouldrespondshestartedactingvery

strange.sheheldontomyhandverytight.

Me:Naledi?

Shehadhereyeswideopenedandstarringinto

space.

Her:Na-Nathiishere.

Isatupandlookedaroundwithherstillholding

myhand.



Her:Hesays..heissorrythathehadtoleave

youandheissorrythatyouwereinpainbutyou

hadtosothatLegacycanbebornnormal.

Me:Legacy?

Her:Yourbabyname...fromhim.

Ibreathheavily.

Me:it'sanicename...tellhimIsaidit'sokeyI

understand.

Istartedtearinng.

Her:Heisalwayshere..nexttoyou...andhe

knowsthatyoudrankcoffeeyesterday.

Ichuckledwithtearsstillonmyface.

Me:it'scaffeinfree..Mymotherboughtitforme.

Her:Helovesyouandhedon'twantyoutoever

forgetthat.

Me:Ilovehimmore.

Shedidntrespondbutshestayedlikethatfora

fewminutesbeforeshebreathedinandout



heavily...thensheclosedhereyesandopened

themagain.

Me:Bestrong..Iloveyou.

aftersayingthatshewalkedoutandleftmein

myoverwhelmedstate.

-

-

[naled]

ihaddoubtsthatThamiwasgoingtobringthe

gunbutsurprisinglyhewaswaitingformeby

thehotelDavidwasusingwiththegun.

Igotoutofmycarandwentinsidehis.

Me:Thankyou.

isaid,takingthegunfromhishand.

Me;theminutesIstepoutofthecarplease

drivehome.

Him:Lalayoudon'thavetodothis.



Me:Iknow...butiwantto.

HelookedatmeandIlookedrightback.

Isteppedoutofthecarandwalkedinsidethe

venueanddavidwasinthefrontspeaking.

Him:IwouldliketothankMr..

Me:howaboutyourwife?

Ishoutedfromthebackandeveryonelooked

atme.

Imademywayinwithmyheelsmaking

sounds...soundsthatsaidnoticeme.

Him:everyonethisismywife,shewassickthis

morningandiwasworriedshecouldn'tattend

mylaunchbutheresheis..

everyoneclappedtheirhands.

Me:Thankyoubutlikemyhusbandsaid.I'mnot

wellsoI'mjustgoingtodowhatIcamehere

for.

Hegavemeaconfusedlook.Ipulledoutmy



gunandpointeditathim.

Him:Babywhatareyoudoing?

Me:whatIshouldhavedonealongtimeago.

Ipulledthetriggerandfiredseventimes

withoutgivingmyselfachancetofeelguilty.

Iheardpeoplescreaming.

Lady:callanumbullance.

Iwalkedoutgivinghernoatttention.

Iwalkedpassedthesecurityanddroveback

homeandbyhomeidon'tmeanthathellhouse

isharedwithdavid...imeanThami's

house...actually,imeanThami..heisHome.

thedrivewasratherlongbecauseisuddenly

feltverysick..

TheminuteIwalkedinsidethehouseithrew

myselfinhisarms.

Him:lalaareyouokey?

Ismiledfaintlyaswebothwentdowntothe



floorwithhimholdingme.

Me:IloveyouThami.

helookedatme.

Him:Iknowbutwecan'tbetogetherright?

Ichuckled.

Me:wrong...wecanand.

IbreathedinforcefullyasIfeltmylastbreath

escaping.

Me:wewill.

aftyersayingthatIclosedmyeyesandletmy

soulleavemybodypeacefully.Apartofme

wasgoneandsotherewasnome,without

nathihenceIhadtojoinhim.

-

-

Twomonthslater,ThamiandSaneweretrying

hardtodealwiththepainoftheirloss,Sane

wasprettystrongbecausesheknewshehadto



doitforherdaughter,ohhandbythewayshe

gavebirthtoabeautifulhealthybabygirl.Thami

ontheotherhandwasnotdoingsogood.he

drownedhimselfinalcohol.

-

[sane]

Mah;areyousureeverythingispacked?

Me;yes..ijustneedtoboxLegacy'stoysandwe

cancallthedriver.

Yes,Iwasmovingbackhome.Itwasn'teasy

beinganewmomandbeingalonewasalsonot

helpingsomyparentssuggestedImovedback

justuntilIknowenoughaboutparenting.

Mah:ahhaSane,I'vealreadycalledthedriver

andI'msurehe'sonhiswayaswespeak.

Me:awMah.

Her:Ithoughtyoupackedeverythinglastnight.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandLegacy



startedcrying.

Me:sorrybaby,mommywillbedoneinafew

okey?

isaidpickingherup.

Mah;giveherhereandgoattendthedoor,I'm

sureit'sthedriver....soyoucantellhimthat

you'retheunorganisedonekeepinguswaiting..

IlaughedandgavethecryingLegacytoherand

wenttoopenthedoor.

Heraisedhisheardupandoureyesmet.

Me:Nathi?!

Iknowitwasn'tadream.

-

-

***************THEEND*****************

-

-



-


