
ALLTHEIFs

Season1

ItookaverydeepbreathasIpushedmy

stomachin,somysistercouldzipthebackof

mydress.Itwasgoingtobealongday,along

dayofspeeches,dancing,photos,whatever

elsetheywereyettodo.Itwasalreadyadrag.

Wakingupwasadrag,Iwantedtofindaplace

tohidein.AholetohideinbutIcouldn’t.Ihad

tobestrong,takeinwhatwashappeningatthat

momentandjustdowhatIhadto.

“Ithinkyoulookstunning”Banelesaid.

“Idon’tfeelthatwayunfortunately”

“learntobehappyTshiamo”shesaid.

Ilovedher,infact,Iadoredmyfriendbutat

timesIdidn’tquitegethowshewas.Shehad

practicallybeenapartofmylifesinceIwas3,

shehadtosenseintheairthatIwasn’tfine.

ThatIwasabitbroken,thatIwasnotmyself,



mystomachturnedatthethoughtofwhatIwas

abouttodo.Ihatedeverymomentofit.Ihated

everylittledetail,Ihatedtheshoeonmyfoot,

theearringsIhadon,theunderwearIhadon,

thevintagepieceonmyneck,thelipstick,the

makeup.Ihatedeverything,butmyeveryown

bestfriendwastooblindtosee,perhapsallthe

wineshehadbeendrinkingsince5:30had

cloudedhervision.MaybeIwasbeingtoohard

onher.Maybejustalittletoohard.

“andyouarenowreadytobeMrsKananelo

Tefo”mysister,Tshepangsaid.

“howaboutwejustthisoveranddonewith?’I

saidinannoyance

“wellthenervesmustbekickingin.youwant

wine?”Baneleasked.

Iignoredher.Iwasangryather,althoughI

knewitwasunfairofmetobe,butIwas.

Maybethenerveswerekickingin.Maybeit



wasn’tgoingtobesobad.Maybe.

Alltheifs

#1

Kananelo:areyousure?

Me:Imfine

Igentlyremovedhishandfrommythigh.We

werelisteningtotheMCannouncewherethe

foodstationwas.

Kana:come.

Iwantedtodie.Ikeptcursinginmymind..It

hadbeenthelongestdayofmylife!Thelongest.

DefintelynothowIhadimaginedlifewouldbe

at23.Amisery!AsifMumpassingonwhenI

was16wasn'tmiserableenough.Iwasstuck

withmyauntwhohadmemarryherBest

friend'sson..allbecausehewasrich.Hewas11

yearsolderthanme.34.Myfather....myfather

wasuseless.Notadrunkardno.Hewaswell



offbuthehadmarriedanotherwoman.Heand

mumweremarriedbutgotdivorcedwhenhe

impregnantedanotherwomanandendedup

marryingherafterthedivorcewasfinalized.

ThisallhappenedwhenIwas5butmumwas

luckyenoughtomeetanothermanandthat's

howTshepangcameintothepicture.Mylittle

sister.Ilovedhersomuch.Shewas7years

youngerthanme.Stillingrade11butloved

beauty.Shewantedtobeabeautician.Askhow

mumpassedon?SheandTshepang'sdadwere

bikers.That'swhattookthem.Wehadbeen

livingwiththeauntthathadmanagedtotake

everythingthatwaslefttouscozwewerestill

young.Titledeedshadhernamesandpretty

mucheverything!Ihatedher!Shehadmedrop

outofvarsitywhenIwasdoingmysecondyear

andtoldmeIhadtolookforwork.Totakecare

ofmysister.Iworkedasapromoter.Youknow

howthatworks,Ihadtowaitforthemtocall.

Findingworkwasdifficult.Wehadtenants



livingintheoutsideroomsothatbroughtin

aboutR5000amonthbutmyauntwasagreedy

woman.HerplanwasthatKananelowould

marryherdaughterLeratobutshewasnthis

type.Insteadhehadhiseyeonmeandevery

timeMrsTefo,Kananelo'smotherwould

randomlymentionedhowhewantedmetobe

herdaughterinlawwheneverIpassedher

goingtotheshop.Ireallythoughtshewas

kidding.

Me:I'mnothungry.

Kana:Ohcomeon.

Me:I'mreallynothungry.

Kana:drink?

Me:I'mfine.

Iwastryingtohidemydisgust.Iwasliterally

forced!Imeanforced.Ijustwokeupone

Saturdaymorning,wasgivenanewtraditional

dressandhourslater,peoplewereshoutingat



thegate.Ihadnoidea!Ijustsawmyselfinit.I

hadnochancetotryandescapeitcozitwas

onthatsamedatethattheydecidedto"bring

togetherancestors"whichwasstillwrongcoz

mumwasmarriedtomyfatherandincultural

fact,Ididn'tbelongtomymum'sancestors.The

peoplethatweresupposetoacceptthemoney

weretheMonarengs,mydad'sfamilycoz

althoughhefuckedup,hedidthingsaccording

tothebook..evenwhenmumgotmarriedto

Tshepang'sfather,IremainedaMonareng.

Kana:myfriendswanttomeetyou.

Hehadthebiggestsmileonhisface.Hewas

happy.Veryhappy.Imeanreally!Youcouldsee

inthewayhecarriedhimself,heactedasifhe

hadwonlottery.Tostophimfromannoyingme

further,Igotupandhereachedformyhand.I

hadabeautifulSetswanadresson.Wehad

decidedtohaveboththetraditionalandwhite

weddingonthesameday.Ihadoptedforthat



cozIdidn't!Wanttosufferfortwodaysbesides,

thenecessarytraditionalstuffhadbeendone

rightafterthenegotiations.

Kana:Youlookedverybeautifulinyourwhite

gown.Youlookmorebeautifulinthisone.

Me:Thanks

Ifakedasmile.

Kana:You'vedecidedwhereyouwanttogofor

honeymoon?

Me:No.Ihavealittlesistertolookafter.Ican't

begoingonhoneymoon.

Kana:don'tworryaboutTshepang,wehave

peoplethatwilllookafterherandthehouse.

Ikeptquiet.IjustfeltlikescreamingbutIkept

mycompusure.Ihadto.Heintroducedmeto

hisfriendswhoalsolookedliketheywere

rich..wonderwhyIwasonlymeetingthemat

thewedding?IhadmybestfriendBaneleasmy



bridesmaidandhehadhiscousinbrotherashis

bestman.Everythingwasrushed.Wedding3

weeksafterthenegotiatons.Iwasalso

introducedtothewives.Theyweredivasyou

couldtell.Oneofhisfriendswassinglethough.

Amanda:thatdressisstunning.

Shewasoneofthewives.Togiveyouaidea:

AmandabelongedtoLindani

NombulelotoSthembiso

ThembisiletoFezile

MoratuatoLebohang.

KatlehotoBongani

Gifttonoone.Hewasthesingleone.

Me:thankyou.

Moratua:Youknowwhereyouwanttogofor

yourhoneymoon?

Kana:Shesaidshedoesn'twantone.



Fezile:awomanthatdoesn'twastemoney.

Babytaketips

Thembi:ohno!Youwork,Ispend.

Katleho:Ohyes.

Moratua:Inthiscircle,theladiesarethequeens.

Themenwork.

Itoldyoutheyweredivas.Theyalllookedlike

weredressedinfoil.Theiroutfitswerejustloud.

ExceptforNombulelo's.Shelookedstunningin

herpeachdress.Shelookedabsolutely

stunning..shewasveryprettyaswell.Natural

likeme..justlipstick,mascaraandshewas

goodtogo.Ionlyhadmakeuponcozthe

beauticiantoldmetoorratherforcedmeto.

Nombu:Don'tlistentothem.

Amanda:Ohnoshehasto.

Sthe:Okay"Queens"youcanallcalmdownnow.

Tshiamowelcometothesquad.



Theyraisedtheirglassestotoasttome!Ihad

nothingtoraise.

Me:Thankyouforthat.CanIbeexcused?

Lindani:noproblem..I'msureyouneedtotalkto

theguests.

Me:Ido.Yes.Thanksforcomingonceagain.

Lebo:wehadtowitnessourbrothergetting

married.Wedidn'tbelievehimwhenhetoldus

aboutyou.Thoughthe'slying.

Bongani:Can'ttrustamanwhowaited34years

togetmarried.

Laughter.

Moratua:Allthebestguys!

TheytoastedagainandIwenttofindBanele.

Shewasabitsoberthankfully.Westepped

outside.

Banele:Youlooksotense.



Me:Seriously?

Iwasstillirritated.

Banele:Afewhoursintomarriageandyouare

alreadylikethis?

Me:Youknowwhy.

Banele:OhIthoughtwespokeaboutthis!

Me:Wedidn'tspeakaboutanything.

Banele:Youwilllearntolovehim.

Me:Baneleyouaresupposetobeonmyside.

Banele:Thisisasituationwecouldn'tcontrol.

Me;YouknowthatevilWomanCeliawhomI

callmyauntisonlylookingatmakingKananelo

hercashcow.

Banele:you'llprobablylearntolovehim.

Me:youknowwhoIlove.

Banele:YouneedtoletLungelogo.



Me:Ilovehim.

Ihadaboyfriendwhowasinthearmy.Lungelo,

Lovedmyswatidearly.WehadmetwhenIwas

doingmyfirstyearwhenhewasstilltryingto

makehiswayintotheforce.IfIhadn'tbeen

treatedlikeaprisonerforthethreeweeksthat

werespentpreparingforthewedding,Iwould

havefoundawaytoescapethisall.Maybehe

wouldhavebeenabletocomebackandhelp

meoutbutmyaunthadtakenmyphoneand

mysister'sphone.Shehadthisallplannedout.

Soplannedout.

Banele:friend,thisisyourrealitynow

Me:Asadone.

Banele:he'llgiveyouagoodlife.

Ifeltlikeslappingher.Howcouldshebeso

stupid!

Me:HowamIexpectedtofaceLungeloafter

this?



Banele:I'msureheknowsbynow.

Me:whatmakesyousaythat?

Iwashopinghedidn't.Wedidn'tliveinthe

sameplace..HelivedinTembisaandwelived

inMolapo,Soweto.Quiteadistance.Besideshe

didn'tknowanyoneinMolapo.Hadfamilyin

Tladi,SowetoandinProteabutthatwasit.

Banele:I'mjustsaying.Youknownewstravel

fast.

Ikeptquiet.

Banele:Itwon'tbesobad.

Me:Italreadyis.Whenhetouchesmemy

skin...argh!

Banele:youalreadyinit.

Me:ThatwitchmadesurethatIdon'tescape

Banele:Andnowshe'scomingthisway.Later.

ShewalkedawayfrommewhileIwaitedformy



aunt.

Aunt:lookatyou.

Me:Doingwhat?

Aunt:youlookbeautifulTshiamo.

Me:Ihateyou.

Aunt:No.Ididwhatwasbestforyou.Nowyou

andTshepang'sfuturesaresecured.You'llstop

doingyourparttimejobsthatbringincloseto

nothingandyou'lllivelavish

Me:There'sadecoratedseatforyouinhell.

Aunt:You'llthankmelater.

Iclickedmytongueandsheslappedme.Istill

keptmycomposurecozifIwastoslapher

back,I'dendupinjail.Itwouldn'tjustbeaslap.

Itwouldbemore.

Aunt:NowyouwillbeawifetoKananelo.Do

youunderstand?I'veworkedtoohardtoletyou

ruinitall.Stopsulkingandpullyourself



together!

Alltheifs
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ShewalkedawayfrommeandIwentback

insideafterabout5minutes.Ibumped

interestedTshepangwhopulledmeasidecoz

shewantedtotalktoke

Tshepang:Sis.

Me:Babe.

Tshepang:What'sgoingtohappennow?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Tshepang:Imeanyougoingtomoveinwith

Kananeloandwhat'sgoingtohappentome?

Me:yougowhereverIgo.

Tshepang:Yousure?

Inodded

Me:ComeHere.



ShedidandIputmyarmsaroundher.

Me:Youknowyouaremyrideordie.

Tshepang:Thankssis.Imissmum.

Me:metoo..

Tshepang:SowillIbeforcedtomarryarich

man?

Me:Never.I'llmakesurenothingofthatsort

happenstoyou.Iwastooblindtosee.

Tshepang:I'msorryithappenedtoyou.

Me;Lifehappens.

Tshepang:Shegavememyphoneback.

Me:shegavememinetoo.

Tshepang:Bloodywitch!

Me:It'sokay.

Tshepang:Youhaveaplanupyoursleeve?

Me:notyet



Tshepang:ormaybehe'syoursoulmate.

Me:Don'tmakemeslapthatmouthofyours.

Shegiggled.

Tshepang:I'msorrysis.

Me:Itsokay.

Tshepang:Wherearewesleepingtonight?

Me:Athome.Inourmother'shouse.

Tshepang:Aren'tyousupposetobewithyour

husband?

Me:Nope.

Tshepang:why?

Me:Thefamiliesarehavinglunchtomorrow.

That'swhenwe'llofficiallymoveout.

Tshepang:YousureKananelowillacceptme?

Me:hehasnochoice.

Shegiggledagain.



Tshepang:Iforgothowcrazyyoucanbe.

Me:Youaremyhandbagbaby.

Tshepang:CanIaskanotherquestion?

Me:Yho!16yearoldsandquestions.

Tshepang:youknowI'mnotyoung

Me:Stillyoung.

Tshepang:IgotmyID2weeksago

Me:okayfine..ask.

Tshepang:soyougoingtohaveto...youknow

Me:Havetowhat?

Iwantedhertobefreearoundme.Shewasmy

Friend.Shehadalotofrespectforme.Alot!So

shewatchedwhatshesaidaroundmeeven

thoughIhadtoldhertobefree.

Tshepang:youknow?

Me:NoIdon't.



Tshepang:Tohavesexwithhim

Isighed.

Me:Thatcreepsmeout.

Tshepang:Metoo

Ilaughed.

Me:Whatareyousostressedabout?

Tshepang:Yourhappiness.

Me:Don'tstressaboutthat.

Tshepang:Youaremymother'schild

Me:Okaylisten...

Tshepang:I'mlistening.

Me:Stressaboutmathsandphysics.

Tshepang:butIcant.

Me:Okay?

Tshepang:thisisyouforcingmetoletitgo?

Me:Yes.



Tshepang:Okay.

Me:Good..

ThecelebrationswentonandtilllateandI

sharedabedwithmysisterasusual.Thenext

day,wehadtopackourbags.

Aunt:where'sshegoingto?

Me:She'scomingwithme.

Aunt:Forwhat?

Me:Cozyoumightjustpimpherout.

Aunt:Kananelowontallowthattohappen.

Me:Really?

Aunt:Yes.

Me:We'llsee.

Aunt:I'dunpackifIwereyouTshepang.

Me:Ignorethewitch.

Aunt:She'llbeback.



Me:I'msure.

WefinishedpackingandIwasgettingreadyfor

yetanotherlongday.

WeallleftwiththefamilytogotoKananelo's

forthepostweddinglunch.Afterwewere

welcomed,IGotacallfromthemanIcalledmy

father.

Me:Lucas.

Dad:CallMedad.

Me:Really?

Dad:Whydidntyoutellmethatyouaregetting

married?

Me:Ididntseetheneedto

Dad:TshiamoI'myourfather.

Me:Really?

Dad:whydoyouhatemesomuch?

Me:Idon'thateyou.



Dad:Then?

Me:Youjusthavenoplaceinmylife.

Dad:Ithoughtwespokeaboutthis.

Me:Youspokeaboutit..Ilistened.

Dad:CanIComeseeyou?

Me:No.

Dad:Tshiamo!

Me:FineLucas!

Dad:14:00

Me:Fine.

Dad:Okaybabygirl..Iloveyou.

Me:Thankyou.

IhungupandasIturnedKananelowas

watchingme.Itriedtoavoidcontactwithhim

buthestpppedme.

Kana:CanIgetyourapproval?



Me:On?

Kana:Comewithme.

Me:whereareyoutakingme?

Kana:please.

Me:rightbehindyou.

Kana:notrightbesideme?

Me:Rightbesideyouthen.

Wewalkedtohiscarandheopenedthedoor

forme.Gotintohisseatandstartedtheignition.

Me:Whereareyoutakingme?

Kana:You'llsee.

Hedroveforabout40minutesandwegotto

somehouse.Itlookedbeautiful..nolies..

Kana;Welcometoyourhouse.

Me:Myhouse?

Kana;Yes.



Hegavemethekeys.

Kana:Theaccesscodeatthegateis4765.

Me:You'vebeenlivinginthisbighousealone?

Kana:No..I'vebeenlivinginatownhouse.I

boughtthishouseforyouandTshepang.

Me:Forus?

Kana:Yes.Iknowhowcloseyoutwoare.

Me:Thisisreallyunnecessary

Kana:Itisn't.Pleasefollowme.

Idid..heledmetothegarage.

Kana:Yourcar.

Me:Ican'tacceptthis..Younotexpectedtodo

anythingforme.Really.

Kana:Iam

Me:Whosaidso?

Kana:Iwastoldtoprovide.



Me:YouDon'thaveto.

Kana:Tshiamo,Iknowthisisabitdifficultto

adjustto.

"Bitdifficult"wasanunderstatement.

Kana:IknoweverythinghappenedsofastbutI

justneedyoutotrustme.Youaremywifeand

I'lldoallIcantomakesureyouarehappy..

PleaseacceptallthatIgivetoyou...myloveand

everythingIhavetoofferyou.Please.

AlltheIfs

#3

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Ididn'tevenwantto

lookathim.Hekepthiseyesonmeallthetime

anddidn'tknowwhatheexpectedofme.

Kana:Canwejusttry?

Me:canyougivemetimetoadjust?

Kana:sure.Goodenoughforme



Me:thankyou.

Kana:acceptthecar.Idon'twantyoutouse

taxis.Iknowhowunreliabletheycanbe.You

canusethistodropTshepangoffatschool.

Me:okay.Itisgoingtobequiteadistancefor

her.

Kana:Sofornowyes.

Mysister'sbrainshadlandedherataprivate

schoolwithafullypaidscholarship.Shewas

verysmart.Whyshechosetobeabeautician

outofallthingsbeatmeormaybeIhad

expectedhertobelikeme.Afterall,Ihad

droppedcivilengineering.NoIwasforcedto

dropit.

Me:Okay.

Kana:Wanttoseeyourhouse?

Me:Whynot?

Iwasuncomfortablewithhimcallingitmy



housebutIjustletherbe.Heledmetothe

otherdoorandIunlocked.Thehousewas

stunning.SomethingIhadonlyseenonmovies

andmagazines.

Kana:Youcanmakechangesifyouwant.

Awalldedicatedtojustpictureshadsomeof

mypictures,someIwaswithTshepang,others

aloneandhehadalsoputupabouttwoofhis.

Hemusthavegottenmypicturesfromsocial

media.

Me:Thisispretty.

Kana:Doyoulikeit?

Me:yes.It'sverypretty.

Thatwasprobablymyfavoritepartofthehouse.

Ilookedaroundandlovedeverything.Itwas

perfectbutwasitgoingtobeahappyhome?

Themostdifficultquestion.

Kana:Yousureyoudon'twanttomakeany



changes?

Me:no.

Kana:Okay.

Heledmetotheotherside.Therewasagym,

anindoorpool,library,study,acomputercentre,

agamingroomandarelaxingroom.Tshepang

wasgoingtoforcetheloveoutofmeItellyou.

Whenweweredonetouringontheinside,he

tookmeoutside,anotherpool,averynicelapa

forshade,Gardenumbrellasandchairsaswell

andalotofspaceforwhateverIguessed

Me:thehouseisbeautiful.

Kana:ifyouhappywithitI'mgood.Will

Tshepanglikeit?

Me:ohthatonelikesanythingwithfun

Kana:I'mglad.Thinkweshouldgobacktothe

parents'?

Me:Wecan..



Helockedupandwedrovebackhometobe

withthefamily,hehadhiredabakkieforour

luggagesowhenthelunchwasoveranditwas

timeforustostartournewlives,wewentto

"my"house.

Tshepang:Yoh!

Shewasastonished.

Tshepang:Inowlivehere?

Shekepttouchingeverything.

Tshepang:Palesaisgoingtobesojealous.

Kananelohadletmehandlethetour.

Tshepang:where'smybedroom?

Me:Lookforadoorwithyournameonit.

Shewassoexcited.Ifollowedherasshekept

lookingandwhenshefinallyopenedthedoor,

shecouldn'tkeepitallin.Shekeptscreaming

andcrying.Itwascrazytowatch.



Me:Calmdown.

Tshepang:Youmeanthisisallmine?

Inodded.

Tshepang:Igetalaptop,atabletandanew

phone?PlusaTVinmybedroom?

Me:YesSnuggles.

Tshepang:Youmustforceyourselftolovehim

Shewhispered.

Me:Shutup!Justunpackokay?

Tshepang:CanIgothankhim?

Me:youshould

Tshepang:Okay.

IfollowedhertotheloungewhereKananelo

was.HewasconnectingtheTVtothedecoder.

Itwasstillanewhouseafterall

Tshepang:Abhut'Kananelo.



Kana:Nana

Tshepang:Thankyouforthebedroomand

everythinginit.

Kana:Doyoulikeit?

Shenodded.

Tshepang:Iloveit

Kana:It'sapleasure.

Tshepang:Thankyouonceagain.

Kana:OkayNana.Ifyouneedanythingtellme.

Hedidn'tknowwhathewasgettinghimselfinto.

16yearoldsneededalotofthingstheydidn't

need.

Tshepang:I'lldounpacknowsis.

Me:Okaydothat.

Tshepang:Bye.

Me:bye.



Sheleftusthere.

Me:Doyouwantmetomakeyousomethingto

eat?

Itwastheonlyquestionatthetopofmyhead.

Kana:NoI'mfine.

Me:Yousure?

Kana:yes.Ourchefwillstarttomorrowsodon't

worryaboutcookingandcleaning.Wehave

peoplewho'lldothat

Me:WhatamIexpectedtodo?

Kana:makesurethattheyaredoingtheirjobs,

lookprettyandtakecareofTshepang..Me:

That'snothowIwasraised.

Kana:Ibelieveyou'vebeendoingdomestic

worksinceyourmotherpassedon.

Me:Yesthat'struebutIalsodidthisandthat

whenshewasstillalive.



Kana:AndI'maskingyoutonotdoanything.

Me:Ican'tpromiseyouthat.

Iloveddoinghousechores.Iwasusedtoit

afterall.

Kana:Okayjustdon'toverworkthen.

Me:Okay.

Kana:pleasesortoutYourbankcards

tomorrow.

Me:Sortoutmybankcards?

Kana:Yes.Opentwomore.Youhaveoneright?

Me:Yes.

Kana:Justgoopentwomore.AllInyournames.

Me:Don'ttellmeyouwanttogivememoney.

Kana:Idon'texpectyoutokeepaskingmefor

money..youneedtohaveyourown.

Me:Kananelolook...



Kana:Canwenotdebateaboutthis?

Ikeptquiet.

Kana:AndI'llalsogiveyoualistofschoolsto

choosefrom.

Me:ForTshepang?

Kana:Yes.

Me:Noshe'sfinewheresheis.She'shappy.

Kana:Inatownshipschool?Shecan'tgo

throughwhatwewentthrough.

Me:She'sataprivateschool.Shegota

scholarship.

Kana:Really?

Me:yes.

Kana:that'sbetter..Iwasworriedaboutthekid

goingthroughwhatwewentthrough.

Me:andpleasedon'tofferheranallowance.

Pocketmoneyforschoolisenough.



Kana:Youarebeinghardontheteen.

Me:ohno.Iknowher.Soplease.

Kana:Okaythen

Me:Thankyou.I'llgocheckuponher.

IwentbacktoTshepang'sroom,Istayedwith

hertillshewasdonepackingherclothesin.It

feltstrangethatIwasntgoingtoshareabed

withheranymore.Ishoweredwithherthoughin

herbathroomandwechangedintoourpjs.I

wasgoingtounpackthenextday.

Me:Iloveyou.

Tshepang:Iloveyoutoosis.

Me:I'mconfiscatingYourphonetomorrow.

Tshepang:Haa!

Me:No.Let'snotfight.YougetitonThursday

nights.

Tshepang:Mygradesaregood.



Me:Iknow.

Tshepang:So?

Me:Iwantthemtobegreater.

Tshepang:Finesis.

Ikissedherforeheadandwenttothemain

bedroom.Ididn'tknowwhattoexpect.

Kananelowasreadingsomethingfromhis

tabletwhenIslowlygotintobed.Heputitdown.

Iwasn'tsurewhatwastofollow.Iputmyhead

downonthepillowandheputhisDown.Only

hissidelampwasonwhichheturnedoff.He

onlykissedmyforeheadtomysurprise.

Kana:Sleeptightokay?

Me:Youtoo.

Thenextday,heleftforworkearlyandItook

Tshepangtoschool.Shelovedthecar.Teens

andmaterialthings!Iwentbacktowelcomethe

chefandthepeoplethatweregoingtohelp



aroundthehouseafterthatItookashowerand

wenttomeetwithLucasatsomerestaurant.

Dad:Whywasn'tItold?

Me:Whatareyouagain?

Dad:Tshiamo!

Me:Itsaquestion.

Dad:I'myourfather.

Me:No..youareyour3children'sfather.You

desertedmeremember?RememberwhenI

askedifTshepangandIcouldmoveinwithyou

andyoutoldme"no?"

Dad:Itwasimpossibleto.

Me:sowhywasIsupposetotellyouthen?So

youcouldgetthemoney?

Dad:ohnonsense!Ihavemyownmoney.

Me:Yetyoucouldn'tgivemesomeforschool.I

hadpeoplefundingforme.AllIneededwasa



couponandpocketmoney.Youcouldn'tdothat

couldyou?

Dad:Iamsorry.

Me:That'snotgoodenoughLucas.Whydidyou

callmehere?

Dad:Iwantisarelationshipwithyou.

Me:Why?

Dad:BecauseI'vebeentryingtoreachoutto

youfor2yearsnowandyou'vebeenignoring

me.

Me:let'scontinueinthatmanner..youfather

your3kidsyouforgetyouhaveafourth.

Dad:Lilyplease.

Nomysecondnamewasn'tLily.Hecalledme

thatcozfromayoungage,Ilovedlilies.From

theageof2Iwastold,sothatbecameaname

hegaveme.

Me:Lucas,Ilostmyfatherwhenhemarriedand



impregnatedanotherwoman.HediedwhenI

askedhimformoneytogotoschoolandhe

shutmeout.Sodon'ttellmeallthesethings

youaretellingme.YoulostmewhenIwas20

doingmysecondyear.

Dad:Tshiamo...

Me:Don'tyouevercallmeagain!Don'tSMSme,

justdon't!TheonlyparentIhaveisGod.The

onesthatbroughtmeonthiseartharedead

andgone!GoodbyeLucas!

Alltheifs
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Dad:Tshiamo.

Me:PleaseLucas.

Dad:I'mreallysorry

Itookmybag,lefttherestaurantandwentto

Banele'shouse,Ifoundhergettingdressed.

Banele:Heythere.



Me:Heybabe.

Banele:Howareyoumyfriend?

Me:Imokay.

Banele:Youlookexhausted.

Me:Iam.

Banele:areyoufine?

Me:Whyareyouaskingmethat?

Banele:YoudisappearedonmeonSunday.

Me:Oh!IwaswithKananelo.Wewenttosee

thehouse.

Banele:House?

Me:yep..wemovedintoanewhouse.

Banele:Youdidn'ttellmewhy?

Me:BecausewhenIcamebackyouweregone.

Banele:Ohyes.

Me:I'msorry.



Banele:Likethehouse?

Me:Itspretty.

Banele:Justpretty?

Shewantedtoseethehouse.Icouldtell.

Me:Itsnice.

Banele:CanIsee?

Me:Finishgettingdressed.

Banele:sodidyou?

Me:didIwhat?

Banele:Didyouhavesexwithhimyet?

Me:No

Banele:why?

Me:ShouldI?

Banele:Yes.

Me:Banelestopit.

Banele:Ithinkhe'sagoodguy



Me:yesprobably..

Banele:Negativity

Me:No

Banele:Areyougoingtoaccepthim?

Me:Canyoujustgetdressed?

Banele:Okay.

Me:Thanks.

Shefinishedgettingdressedandweleftthe

house.IwassupposetogotothebankbutI

didn't.

Banele:Tshiamo!

Shestartedscreamingassoonasshesawthe

car.

Banele:jackpotmyfriend.

Me:Ifounditunnecessary

Banele:Really?



Me:Yes..

Banele:Justbegrateful.

Me:Imnotusedtothislife.

Banele:Youwillbe.

Me:Idontevenknowwhywearediscussing

this..let'sgo.

Banele:Okayfine.

WegotintothecarandbeforeIcouldstartthe

ignition.

Me:Where'sSphume?

Shehada2yearolddaughter.

Banele:withherdad.

Me:Justsay"AtMzwandile's"or"Atmyman's."

Banele:Wearen'tdatinganymore.

Me:Doesn'tmatter.

Banele:Canwego?



Igiggled.

Me:okaythen.

OffwewenttoThehouseandshewentcrazier.

Banele:Wow!

Oneofthehelpersaskedwhatdrinkswe

wantedandminuteslater,wewereoutonthe

patio.

Banele:Beautifulhousefriend

Me:Thanksbabe.

Banele:IthinkIwanttomoveIn.

Ilaughed.

Banele:Justkidding..butI'llalwaysbehere

though.

Me:Ifigured.

Banele:Justgivehimachance.

Isighed.



Me:That'sabitdifficult.

Banele:itwillgeteasier.

Me:Let'snottalkaboutthat.

Banele:Okay.

MyphonerangandIwassuddenlyhappy.

Me:Baby.

Lungelo:queenofmyheart.

Me:Howareyoumybaby?

Lungelo:Missingyou.

Banelerolledhereyes.

Me:missingyoutoo.

Lungelo:Goodnews.

Me:Yes?

Myheartwassuddenlyfullofjoyagain.

Lungelo:Justarrived.

Me:What?Youserious?



Lungelo:Yesbaby.

Me:Ican'twaittobewithyou.

Lungelo:Letsmeettomorrow.

Me:Yourplace?

Lungelo:yes.

Me:Okaythen.

Lungelo:Loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoobaby.

Lungelo:Byemylove.

Me:byebaby.

Ihungup.

Banele:Youarecheating.

Me:NoI'mnot

Banele:DoesKananeloknowaboutLungelo?

Me:No.

Banele:that'scheating.



Me:Look,Iknowyou'veneverlikedLungelobut

wehavebeentogetherforYearsnow.

Banele:ButyouaremarriedtoKananelo

Me:Banelestopit

Banele:Youareplayingaverydangeruous

game

Me:I'mnotplayingany.

Banele:Youare

Me:Let'stalkaboutsomethingelse.

Iquicklychangedthetopicandataround14:00,

wedrovetoTshepang'sschoolandwentto

dropBaneleoffatherhouse.IhelpedTshepang

withhermathshomeworkwhenwegothome

andweprettymuchhadourstudysessionas

usual.WewelcomedKananelohomewhenhe

camebackandhelookedtired.

Me:Longday?

Kana:Very.Didyousortoutyourcards?



Me:notyet.IhadtomeetwithmyfathersoI'll

doittomorrow.

Iwasgoingtodelaytheprocess.

Kana:That'sokay..letmenotdisturb..Good

luckwithmathsTshepang.

Tshepang:thanksAbhut'Kananelo.

Heleftusandwefinishedprettylatecozwe

movedontoabout2topics.WhenIwenttobed,

Kanawasalreadyasleep..TheNextday,Itook

Tshepangtoschoolandtoldhertouseataxi

back.IalsousedonetogotoLungelo's.Took

myringoffandmadesureitwasinmypurse.I

ranintohisarmsassoonasIsawhimand

kissedhim

Me:Imissedyou.

Lungelo:Imissedyoutoo.

Me:Youlooksogood.

Lungelo:Youtoo.



Me:Howhasworkbeen?

Lungelo:IthasbeenOkay.Butlet'snottalk

aboutthat

Me:Whatdoyouwanttotalkabout?

Lungelo:Ourfuture....ourLives...

IkeptquietasIwaitedforhimtocompletehis

sentences.

Lungelo:Tshiamopleasemarryme.

Alltheifs
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Wordsfailedme.Ididn'tknowwhattosayor

howtorespondtothat.

Lungelo:hellothere

Me:Hey

Lungelo:Youwanttosay"yes"already?

Me:Ican't.



Lungelo:whatdoyoumeanyoucan't?

Me:I'mstilltryingtofindmyself.

Lungelo:Findyourself?

Me:Yes.Tryingtogeteducatedagainandyou

knowfindmyfeetagain.

Lungelo:Soyouthinkyouwon'tbeabletodo

thatifyouaremarriedtome?

Thatwasalameexcuse.Ijustcouldn'tbring

myselftoit.Icouldn'ttalk.

Me:Okaybutmarriageislikeaparttimejob.

Lungelo:That'snottrue.

Me:Ifeellikeitis.

Lungelo:stopfindingexcuses

Me:Okayokay.I'mnotready.

Lungelo:Thatwassimplewasn'tit?

Me:Itwas.



Lungelo:Iunderstandbaby.

Me:Doyou?

Henodded.

Lungelo:Iunderstand.

Me:Thankyou..

Lungelo:We'lldealwithmarriagelater

Me:Thankyou.

Lungelo:How'sthemakeupartistdoing?

Me:she'sfine.

Lungelo;Stillgreat?

Me:Sheis..

Lungelo:TellherImissher.Howaboutwego

pickheruptodayatschool?

Me:ItoldHertouseataxi.

Lungelo:TaxiwhenIhaveacar?

Me:youdon'thaveto.



Lungelo:Iwantto

Me:Okaythen.

Lungelo:AndIthinkweshouldgooutnow

Ididn'twantto.

Me:Nah..I'mfine.

Lungelo;Youlovegoingout.

Me:Nottoday

Lungelo:Iseverythingfine?

Me:I'm.justtired.IsleptlatehelpingTshepang

withherhomework.

Lungelo:Stillonthattip?

Me:Havetohelpher.

Lungelo;Sorrybigsister.

Me:I'musedtoit

Lungelo:butshe'llbedonesoonandyoucan

focusonyourself.



Me:Ican'twait

Lungelo:Youneedtostartputtingyourselffirst.

Me;Ican'tdothat.Youknowit.

Lungelo:Try.

Me:Whenshematriculates.

Lungelo:That'senoughforme.

Me;I'mhungry.

Hegiggled.

Lungelo:Isaidweshouldgoout.

Me:mincekota?

Lungelo:Youandthatminceofyours.

Me:Youknowitsgood.

Lungelo:Iknowthatbutexperimentabitbaby.

Me:YoumeanIshouldtrynewthings?

Lungelo:Yes.

Me:I'llsee.



Lungelo:Justdoit.

Me:OkayNikefine!

Helaughed.

Lungelo:Imissedyou.

Me:Imissedyoutoo.Youknow...

Myphonerang.ItwasKananelo.

Me:sorrybaby.

Iquicklyanswered.

Me;Hey.

Kana:Hey.

Me:Yougood?.

Kana:Allgood,listen,thefriendswanttocome

overtodayisthatokay?

Ididn'tknowhowtofeelaboutthat.

Me:Itsokay

Kana:Pleaseaskthecheftoprepareenough



Me:OkayIwill.

Kana:Thanksbabe.

Me:Cool.

Kana:Seeyoulater.

Me:noproblem.

Ihungup.

Lungelo:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Ihavetogo.

Lungelo:go?

Me:Thepromotionscompanycalled.Theywant

ustocomeinat14:00

Lungelo:ahcomeon.

Me:I'msorry.

Lungelo:letmedropyouoffthen.

Me:Justdropmeoffatthetaxirank.

Lungelo:Yousure?



Me:Yes.IwanttogopastBanele'shousefirst.

Lungelo:Okay.

Me:Thanksbaby.

Lungelo:ThismeansI'llseeTshepanganother

time?

Me:YesI'msorry.

Lungelo:itsokay.

WedrovetothetaxirankandIkissedhim.He

waitedformetogetataxibutIgotoutofitas

soonashedroveoffandgotintotherightone.

WhenIgothome,ItoldthechefwhatKananelo

saidandhestartedpreparingthegood.Would

havebeenmucheasierifIhadhisnumbersbut

Ididn'tandbesidesIwasveryuncomfortable

withLungeloafterhisbigask.Iwasn'tgoingto

stressmyselfaboutwhattowear.Ajeanand

topwoulddo.IsmsedTshepangandtoldherto

nottakeataxianymoreandshewassohappy

aboutit.MylittlesisterwastiredoftaxisI



guessed.

Me:HowWasschool?

Tshepang:Long.

Me:I'msorry

Tshepang:Whydidyoutellmetogetataxiin

themorning.

Me:IthoughtIwasgoingtotaketime.

Tshepang:Where?

Me:No.Don'taskmesuch.

Tshepang;OkayI'msorry.

Me:Right.Wehaveguests.

Tshepang:Who?

Me:Kananelo'sfriends

Tshepang:Theonesthathadalotofexpensive

alcoholatthewedding?

Me:yes



Tshepang:Thewiveslooklikesnobsorarethey

girlfriends?

Me:Wives.Theyare.

Tshepang:Couldtell..I'llbeinmyroom.

Me:wishIcouldbewithyou.

Shegiggled

Tshepang:unfortunately.

Me:youcansaythatagain.

WegothomeandIassistedherwhereIcould

andthefriendscameanhourafterKananelo

came.

Nombu:Thishouseissopretty.

Thembi:Iagree

Sthe:HeyTshiamo.

Me:HeySthehowareyou?.

Sthe:Allgood.Beautifulhouse.



Me:Thankyou.

Moratua:CanIgetaglassofwineplease!

Kananelo:Feelfree.

Amanda:I'lljoinyou.Babywhatdoyouwant?

Lindani:Whiskey.

Amanda:Okay.

Theywenttofindanicebucketwithwine.The

starterswerewiththedrinks.

Katleho:Youstilldon'twanttogoawayforyour

honeymoon?

Bongani:Letitgobaby.

Katleho:Iwasjustasking

Lebo:LetitgoKatly.

Fezile:beerpleasebaby.

Thembi:Okaymylove.

Theyalllookedsofree.You'dsweartheywere



intheirownhouses.IfeltoutofplaceasI

watchedthemgetdrinks.

Gift:MsTshiamo.

Me:HiGift.

Gift:Bathroomplease.

Me:Seconddooronyourright..Justdownthe

passage

Gift::thanks

Me:Pleasure

KananelowastalkingtoHisgentswhenI

figureditwouldbebestifIcheckedonmy

sistercozthedivaswerealllookingat

Amanda'sphone.ProbablyfashionorweavesI

didn'tknow.

Tshepang:Aretheygone?

Me:theyjustgothere

Tshepang:Pleasebringmyfoodinhere.



Me:Okaysnug.How'sthatchemistrygoing?

Tshepang:Notgoing.Ireallyneedyourhelp.

Me:Willingtosleeplate?

Tshepang:Iam.

Me:Okay.We'lldoit.

Tshepang:Thankssis.

Me:I'llbringyourfoodthen.

Tshepang:thankyou.

AssoonasIwalkedout,Igotacallfrom

Lungelo.

Me:Hey

Lungelo:Hi.Yougothomesafe?

Me:Idid.

Lungelo:Yourhusbandfoundyouathome?

Doesheknowthatyouleaveyourringathome?

Doesheknowthathemarriedaconnivingbitch?

DoesheTshiamo?
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Me:Lungelopleaselistento...

Hehungup,Itriedcallinghimagainbuthehad

switchedhisphoneoff.Iwenttothebathroom

tocrybutpulledmyselftogetherandwashed

myface.Iwentbacktothediningroom.

Amanda:You'vegraceduswithyourpresence

again.

Iignoredher.

Nombu:Areyoufine?

Me:Iamthanks.

Nombu:sure?

Inodded.

Nombu:CanIofferyouadrink?

Me:I'lljustgetjuice.

Nombu:Okay.



IwenttoGetaglassofjuiceandwesettled

whenthecheftoldusthatourfoodwasready.

Kana:Areyoufine?

Hewhispered.

Me:I'mfine..

Kana:yousure?

Inodded.

Kana:youknowyoucantellmeifyounotright?

Me:I'mfine..pleasebelieveme.

Kana:Okay.

Thembi:Sowewerethinking...

That'swhatdrewusbacktothetable.

Fezile:BabyeverytimeyousaythatIknowit

involvesmoney.

Thembi:Yesitdoes.

Lindani:whatnowladies?



Amanda:Don'tmakeitsoundsobadmybabe.

Lindani:Iknowitis

Sthe:Outwithit.

Nombu:Wearethinkingofhavingatrip.

Katleho:Yes.Wefoundareallyniceplace.

Moratua:Andbesideswehaven'tdone

somethingascouplesinawhile

Bongani:Sowhatareyouthinkingof?

Amanda:we'llstilldecide

Lebo:Tshiamo?

Me:Yes?

Lebo:Youareawfullyquiet.

Fezile:Youdon'twanttoaddontothe

demands?

Me:No.I'mnotthrdemandingtype.

Gift:adifferentonefinally.



Sthe:Youcansaythatagain.

Amanda:Ohshe'llbelikeussoon.

Lindani:Butareyouokaywithit?

Me:Areyouupforit?

IaskedKananelo.

Kana:Ineedthebreak.

Me:I'mupforitthen.

Lebo:Okaythenladies,findtheplace.

Bongani:checktheweatherfirstthough..Ihate

coldplaces.

Katleho:I'llmakesurethat'sitsgoodweather

babe.

Bongani:Thankyoumylove.

Kana:Right...Canwedinenow?

Gift:Please.

AmandablessedthefoodandIdishedupfor



Tshepangwhowasstillscratchingherhead.

Tshepang:What'swrong?

Me:With?

Tshepang:You.Iknowwhenyounotokay.

Me::Oh.

Tshepang:So?

Me:So?

Tshepang:what'swrong?

Me:Lungeloknows.

Tshepang:ohoh!

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Tshepang:Itmeanshe'sfriendswithLerato

Me:Elaborate

Tshepang:thatevilaunt'sdaughterposted

pictures

Me:weddingpictures?



Tshepang:Andvideos.

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Tshepang:Ijustsawthisminutesafteryouleft.

Me:OhCrap!

Tshepang:I'msorry.

Me:I'lldealwithit.

Tshepang:How?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Tshepang:I'msorrysis.

Me:I'llbefine.

Tshepang:Youshouldhavetoldhim.

Me:YesIshouldhavebabygirl.Eatokay?

Tshepang:Okay

Iwentbacktothediningroomandlistenedto

thedivasstillmakingdemands.Ididn'tquite

getthemexceptNombu..maybeIwasbeing



judgmental.Iwasgladwhentheyleftthough.

Kana:Areyoustillokay?

Me:Justtired.

Kana:Youdidn'tsaymuch.

Me:I'mstilltryingtogettoknowyourfriends.

Kana:Understandable.

Me:Maybeastimegoeson.

Kana:Iknowthisishardonyoubut...

Me:Let'snotdothisnow..Wesaidwegoingto

gowiththeflowright?

Henodded.

Kana:Yes.

Me:Let'sdojustthatplease

Kana:Okay.

Me:IhavetogohelpTshepangwithher

chemistry.Isthatfine?



Kana:Ithinkweshouldgetheratutor.

Me:IwouldactuallyappreciatethatcozIsleep

latebecauseofher.

Kana:I'llfindafewandletyouinterviewthem.

Me:Thankyou.

Kana:Itsapleasure.Youshouldprobablygo

helpHer.

Me:Okay.

IwenttohelpTshepangandwesleptataround

2.Thenextdaywasthesame.DropTshepang

offandIdecidedtogovisitmycousinBonolo.

Wewerequiteclose.

Nolo:Youknowyoushouldhavetoldhimright?

Me:Pleasedontlectureme.

Nolo:Sorrybutitsthetruth.

Me:Yesitis.

Nolo:so?



Me:So?

Nolo:Whatareyougoingtodo?

Me:thatswhyI'mhere.

Nolo:asknicely.

Me:Pleaseadviseme.

Nolo:Okay.

Ilistened.

Nolo:Youaregoingtotakethosekeys.

Me:Yes?

Nolo:DrivetoTembisaandexplaintohim.

Me:ShouldI?

Nolo:yes..butthefactthathecalledyouabitch

makesmedislikehim.

Me:Hewasangry.

Nolo:Doesn'tmatter.Doesn'tjustifythewayhe

reacted.



Me:Okay.

Nolo:Sojustdothat

Me:Okaythen

Nolo:Goon.

IhuggedheranddrovetoTembisa.Itooka

deepbreathbeforeIcouldgoin.Iknocked

gentlyandheletmein.

Me:Hey.

Lungelo:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Toexplain?

Lungelo:Ohtodayyouhavetheringon

Me:Iwasforcedtogetmarried.

Lungelo:Ahsmartone!

Me:I'mtellingyou.

Lungelo:Andyoucouldn'tsay"no?"

Me:Iwastrickedintodoingthis.



Lungelo:IhadtoseeitonFacebook.

Me:Ididn'tknowwhattosaytoyou.

Lungelo:Iknowexactlywhattosaytoyou...

Me:Pleaseforgiveme.

Lungelo:Youareagolddiggerthatiswhatyou

are.Ithoughtyouweredifferentbutyouare

pathetic.Youdisgustmesomuch!

Me:Pleasedon'tsaythat.

Iwastearingup.

Lungelo:I'llsayitagain.Youaredisgustingand

Ineverwanttoseeyouagain.

Me:Please...

Lungelo:Getoutandnevercomebackagain!

TheloveIhadforyouhasnowturnedintohate.

LeaveTshiamo!

Alltheifs
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Me:Justhearme...

Lungelo:Leave!

Me:Okay.

Hewasn'thavingit,maybeitwastimeformeto

letgo.Really.Iwalkedoutandgotintothecar

thenleft.Idrovebacktothehouseandcried

myselftosleepandwokeupwhenIwasgently

patted

Kana:goodevening.

Me:Evening?

Kana:It's17:00

Me:Ohcrap!Tshepangisprobably...

Kana:Tshepangisinthestudypreparingforher

test.Sheusedataxi.

Me:IJustpassedout.

Kana:Wereyoucrying?



Me:Nowhy?

Kana:Eyebags

Me:IusuallygetthemwhenIdontgetenough

sleep.

Kana:andyoudont.Thatsnotright.

Me:Iagree.

Kana:HelpingTshepangouttonight?

Me:She'spreparingforherEnglishtest?

Kana:That'swhatshesaid.

Me:Sheonlyneedsmyhelpifit'smathsor

physics

Kana:CanItakeyououtfordinner?

Me:That'swhatIneed..abitoffreshair.

Kana:CanI?

Me:Yes

Kana:Okaythen.I'llletyougetready.We'll



leaveat18:00

Me:okaycool.

Igotupfromthebedandfixedit.Iaskedhim

WhattowearAndhesaidanythingaslongasit

wascomfortablesoaftertakingashower,I

settledforanoffshoulderbodysuit,anice

denimandheels.Ihadonly4pairsofheelsby

theway.Ilookedcute.

Kana:YouLooknice.

Me:Thankyou.

Hehadalsotakenashowerandchangedinto

denims,anicetightgolfteeandapairof

sneakers.HelookedNice.

Me:Youalsolooknice.

Kana:Thankyou.

Me:CanIjustgocheckonTshepangbeforewe

go?

Kana:Noproblem.



Ifoundherinthestudy.

Tshepang:Youlookpretty.

Me:Thankssis.I'msorryIdidn'tfetchyou.

Tshepang:Ifiguredyousleepingcozyour

phonewasoff.

Me:I'mgoingoutwithKananelookay?

Tshepang:Withoutme?

Me:withoutyouyes.

Tshepang:Ouch!

Me:You'llbefine.

Tshepang:I'llbefinewithmybooks.

Me:Yes.

Tshepang:Sis?

Me:Yes?

Tshepang:Abhut'Kananeloisaniceguy.Give

himachance.



Me:Howdoyouknowthis?

Tshepang:Ispentanhourtalkingtohimbefore

Istartedstudying.

Me:Ihearyou.

Tshepang:Havefun.

Me:Thankyoubaby.

IwenttofindKananeloandwewenttosome

restaurant.

Kana:I'mguessingyouaredelayingthecard

issue.

Me:Iamyes.

Kana:Why?

Me:IthinkIneedmoney.IhaveeverythingI

need.

Kana:Really?

Me:Yes..

Kana:Youdontneedclothes?



Me:Maybebutit'sawantnotaneed

Kana:I'mtakingthedayofftomorrow.

Me:Butwhy?

Kana:Toaccompanyyoutothebank.

Me:Areyouserious?

Kana:YesMa'am.

Me:Iwouldliketoseethat.

Kana:Youwilldefinitelyseethat.

Me:whywouldyoumissworkcozofthat?

Kana:CozIwantyoutohavebankcards.

Me:Ialreadyhaveone

Kana:AndIaskedyoutogettwomorefrom

differentbanks.

Me:I'llgo.Justgotowork.

Kana:Idon'ttrustyou.I'mtakingthedayoff.

Me:Youshouldjustsay"I'mtired"don'tuse



cardsasanexcusetomisswork..

Kana:Okayfine.I'mtired

Me:Thetruthwillalwayssetyoufree.

Ironic...Iknowright?

Kana:True.

Me:IthinkI'mreadytoorder.

Hecalledthewaitressandweplacedourorder.

Kana:Tshiamo?

Me:Hey...

Kana:CanIaskyouforafavor?

Me:Idon'tlikethesoundofthat.

Kana:Justlisten.

Ikeptquiet.

Kana:Youshouldfocusonyourselfaswell.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Kana:Tshepang.You'veputyourlifeonhold



becauseofher.Shethinksyouare

overprotectiveAndworryalotaboutherthat

you'veforgottenthatyouneedtoliveaswell.

Me:ThatsoundslikeTshepang..

Kana:CozitisTshepangandshe'sright.

Me:She'sallIhave.

Kana:I'mherenow.

Me:IknowbutI'vespent7yearstakingcareof

herthatit'sbecomeanorm.

Kana:Whenareyougoingtofocusonyourself?

Livealittle.Goout.Travel.Havefun?When?

Me:Idon'tknow.Whenshe'sgraduated?

Hesmiled.

Kana:Whenwillyougraduate?Iknowmuchyou

loveschool..

Me:Ido.Alot.

Kana:Thengoforit.There'snothingstopping



you.

Me:YouDontwantmeto"sitandlookpretty

anymore"

Heshookhishead.

Kana:Ididn'tlikethelookyougavemewhenI

saidthat.

Me:Iwasannoyed.

Kana:Icouldtell.

Me:I'lldojustthatthen.

Kana:AndI'llfullysupportyou.

Me:Thankyou.

Hewasn'tSobadreally.Hewasgoodcompany.

Wasjudgmentalagain!ImeanIthoughthewas

thoseguysthatlookedreallyhandsomebut

didn'thavethepersonalitiestomatchtheface.

Kana:IwasjustsousedtoladieslikeAmanda

andtherest.



Me:Icantell

Kana:Youdon'tlikethemdoyou?

Me:Idon'thaveaproblemwiththem.I'mjust

notusedtothem.Ithinktheyarespoilt.

Helaughed.

Kana:Andyoucan'tstandthat?

Me:No.IfIweretobethatspoiltI'dtrytohideit.

Kana:Itsquiteimpossible.

Me:Discipline

Kana:To?

Me:oneself.

Kana:okaythat'strue.

Me:ButIthinktheyarenicethough.

IhadmanagedtoblockoutLungelofrommy

mind.

Kana:Younotjustsayingthattomeright?



Igiggled.

Me:no..ImeanIt.

Kana:itsthefirsttimeI'veseenYousmilesince

thenegotiations.

Me:thingshavebeenquiteheavyonme.

Kana:UnderstandableandIthoughttheywould

be.

Me:Howdoyoufeelaboutthis?

Kana:Thearrangedmarriage?

Inodded.

Kana:Idon'tbelieveinarrangedmarriages.

Me:Butyouareinone.

Kana:Ihavegoodreasons.

Me:Okay...

Kana:I'vealwaysfoundyouattractive.You

knowthis.Fromthe2minuteconversationswe

alwayshadwheneverIcametofetchmy



motheratyourplace,Ialwaysfoundyouvery

smartandpickeditupthatyouhaveagood

heart.

Ipaidattention.

Kana:Andanotherthingis,I'vewitnessedhow

badlyyouandTshepangweretreatedsowhen

mymotherproposedthis,Ithoughtitwouldbe

betterifIsetYoufreefromthedevil'sclaws

andgiveyoutwothelivesthatyoudeserve.You

can'tsufferfor7years.

Me:SobecauseCeliathinksshehitthejackpot

whatnow?

Kana:theonlyjackpotshehitwerethe

negotiationscozI'msureshesatonthemoney

anddidn'tshareitwithanyonebesidesher

daughter.

Me:Obviously.

Kana:nowthatwastheendofherreigningera

andthebeginningofyours.Youdeserveabitof



happinessdon'tyouthink?
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Hiswordstouchedme.Noonehadeversaid

thattome..notevenLungelo.

Me:wealldo.

Kana:Exactly.

Me:That'sverykindofyou.

Kana:Juststatingwhatneedstobestated

Me:Noneedtobemodest

Hegiggled.

Kana:itsoneofmytraits.

Me:Really?

Kana:Yes.

Me:Idon'tknowaboutthat

Kana:canIask?



Me:Okay.

Kana:yourboyfriend?

Me:Youknowaboutthat?

Kana:Leratohadtobringitupduringthe

negotiations

Me:Andyoustillmarriedme?

Kana:Gogetterisoneofmytraitsaswell.

Me:Wellhecalledmedisgusting,patheticand

abitch.

Kana:What?

Me:yessir.

Kana:Andhowdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Me:Iautomaticallyloserespectforsomeone

whodoesn'trespectme..I'veautomaticallylost

theloveIhadforhim.Itsthelittlethingthat

putsyouoffyouknow?

Henodded.



Me:Soyes

Kana:Imsorry

Me:I'moverit.

Kana:yousure?

Me:Yes.

Iwasstartingto.Iwasn'tgoingtobother

myselfwithhim..insultingmewasenough.

Kana:I'msorry

Me:Buttellme,whatifhewasunderstanding?

Whatwouldyoudo?

Kana:Iknewhewouldn'tbe.

Mw:Youknew?

Kana:Yes..Hefeelsbetrayed..

Me:That'strue.

Kana:Anditsnormalbutinsultingyouisnot

justifiable.



Me:let'snottalkaboutitplease.

Kana:Okay.

Me:ButcanIaskaboutyourgirlfriend?

Helaughed.

Kana:Youknowabouther?

Me:Youweredrivingaroundwithherinyourcar

lastmonth.

Kana:Wealsobrokeupthedaybeforewe

exchangedour"Ido's"shefoundoutthrough

Gift'sinsta.

Me:That'sbad.Theexalsofoundoutthrough

Lerato'sposts.

Kana:We'vebothbrokenHearts

Igiggled.

Me:Unintentionally

Kana:Yes.

Me:Butdidyouloveher?



Kana:Iguessso.

Me:Notbrokenhearted?

Kana:CanIjusttellyousomething?

Me:listening.

Kana:Ratheryouthanher.

Me:Don'tgiveherabadimage.

Kana:I'mnotbutshewasabittoomuchat

times.

Me:Andyoustillwentforher.

Helaughed.

Kana:Lookscanbedeceiving.

Itwasmyturntogiggle.

Me:That'strue.

Kana:Butit'sallinthepast.

Me:Yesthat'strue..

Dinnerwaslovelyandwhenwegothome,



Tshepangwasasleep,wewentstraighttobed

andthenextday,IdroveTshepangtoschool..

Tshepang:So?

Me:Soeng?

Tshepang:howwasyourdate?

Me:thatisNoneofyourbusiness.

Tshepang;Soitwentwell.

Me:Tshepangbehave.

Tshepang:Itoldyouhe'saniceguy.

Me:Mygoodness..stopaskingquestions.

Tshepang:Didyoukisshim?

Me:I'mabouttoslapyou.

Shegiggled.

Tshepang:I'msorry.

Me:readyforyourtest?

Tshepang:very.



Me:That'sgood.Aceit.

Tshepang:Iwill.

Me:Goodgirl.Right....goodluck.

IsaidasIpackedinfrontofherschoolgate.

Tshepang:loveyousis.

Me:loveyoutoobaby.

Iwatchedasshewentin,drovebackandfound

Kananelointhekitchenmakingbreakfast.

Me:Morning.

Kana:Hey.

Me:Soyounotgoingtowork?

Kana:toldyouI'maccompanyingtothebank.

Ismiled.

Me:Youweren'tkidding?

Kana:Nope.

Me:Andnowyouaremakingbreakfast.



Kana:ThisistheonlymealIcanprepareand

I'mabraaimaster

Me:Thatsortofworks.Where'stheChef?

Kana:It'shisdayoff.

Me:Ohyes..hedidsay.

Kana:SoIguesswe:llhavepizzatonight?

Me:HowaboutIjustcook?

Kana:Youdon'tmind?

Me:Ireallydon'tmind.

Kana:hereyougo.

Me:Nolovepotioninthis?

Helaughed

Kana:I'mlovableIdon'tneedtousethat.

Ilookedathim.andgigfled.Hereallywasn'tso

bad,IguessallIneededwastime.Iwasstill

gettingtoknowhim.



Me:Confidence!

Kana:Youknow.

Me:Thanksforbreakfast

Kana:Noproblem.

Itwasalmost9:30,althoughIalwaysdropped

Tshepangoffat7:30,Iwasalwaysstuckin

traffic.Ineededtofindnewroutes.Wehad

breakfastandwethengotreadyandheadedto

thebankstoopentheaccounts.Wethenwent

fordrinksthendrovehome.

Me:Happy?

Kana:morethanhappy

Me:SoI'vedecidedtotakeyouradviceand

starttakingcareofmyselftoo.

Kana:Soyougoingbacktoschool?

Me:YesIam.ButI'vedecidedtostudyHR

management..



Kana:Lostloveforengineering?

Me:Ihave.

Kana:anything.

Me:AndIdontexpectyoutopay.

Kana:That'snotfair.

Me:itis.

Kana:Ithougjtwespokeaboutyoulettingme

provide.

Me:Kananelo...

Kana:Let'snotfightaboutthis.

Me:fine.

Kana:Thanks.

Whenwewegotto.thehousetherewasacar

parkedoutside

Me:That'sUncleBenson'scar.

Kana:Come.



Wegotoutofourcarandthepeopleinthe

othergotout.

Me::whatnow?

UncleBensonwasn'tinthecar,Leratoandher

mothercameoutofthecar.

Me:Howdidtheyknowwherethehouseis?

Kana:MumI'mthinking.Come.

Hetookmyhandandwewalkedtowardsthem.

Kana:Dumelang

Lerato:Kananelodear.

AuntC:Wecametoseeyourhouse.

Kana:You'vejustseenithaven'tyou?Here.

AuntC:Canwecomein?

Lerato:Wehavetoseewheremycousinsare.

Kana:Youcango.

AuntC:Kananeloyouweren'tlikethis.



Kana:no.IwasalwayslikethisIwasjustsweet

cozIwantedsomethingfromyouandInow

haveit.Ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou,you

won'tsetfoothereagain.
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AuntC:Kananelo...

Kana:Leave

AuntC:Wearefamily.

Kana:youaremum'sfamily.

Lerato:Didsheturnyouagainstus?

Kana:Leave.IrepeatLeave!

Hisvoicewasverythreatening.Ididn'teven

knowhehadthatsidetohim.Hewasgetting

angryyoucouldtell.

Kana:Youstillstandingthere?

Lerato:Mumlet'sgo..



AuntC:YouarealittlewitchTshiamo.

Kana:ShemusthaveInheritedfromyou.

Shekeptquietandwalkedaway.Iwasrelieved.

Iwatchedastheydroveoffandsighed.

Me:Thankyou.

Kana:Areyoufine?

Me:Iam

Kana:sure?

Inodded.

Kana:okaythen.

Iopenedthegateandwalkedinwhilehedrove

in.Openedthedoorsandwenttogetwhiskey

forhim..IknewwhathelikedandIgotmyselfa

glassofjuice.Iwasn'tafanofalcohol.Idrank

occasionally..HewalkedinminuteslaterandI

gavehimhisdrink.

Me:Thankyou.



Kana:Areyougoingtostopthankingme?

Me:No.

Kana:ItsokayTshiamo.

Me:Thankyouthough.

Hesmiled.

Kana:Enoughnow.

Me:Okayokay.

IgotatextfromTshepangstatingthatshe

wouldbelatecozofthemathsextralesson

thatwasgoingtotakeanhoursoshesaid

she'duseataxi.

Me:ShesaysShe'llbebacklateanddoesn't

wantmetofetchher.Idon'tknowhowIfeel

aboutthat.

Kana:letthekidbe.

Me:Idon'tknowhey.

Kana:listentome.Letherbe.



Me:Okayfine.

Kana:Better..

Me:youdon'tlikeAuntCeliadoyou?

Kana:Ithinkshe'sevil.

Inodded.

Me:Sheis.

Kana:Andsheannoysme.I'llhavetotalkto

mumaboutthis.

Me:Don'tdothat

Kana:No.Itswrong.

Me:justletitgo.

Kana:Ididn'tlikeit.

Me:please.

Kana:Finethen.

Me:thankyou.

Kana:thanksforagreatday.



Ifeltmyselfgrin.

Me:itwasagreatdayindeed.

Kana:shouldwedoitagainsoon?

Me:Iwouldlovethat.Butsomewherequiet.

maybeapicnic?

Kana:Wecandothat

Me:okaythen.

Kana:ImeantwhatIsaidwhenwewerehaving

drinks.I'mokaywithbeingyourfriend.Youcan

totallyforgetthatwearemarried.

Me:IthinkIhavearingonmyfinger.

Helaughed.

Kana:YoucanalwaystakeItoff.

Me:thanksforbeingsopatientwithme.

Kana:Ireadsomewherethatloveispatient.

Me:Somewhere?



Kana:Yes.Shakespeareplayorsomething.

Ilaughed.

Me:Youarehopeless.

Kana:Whereisitfrom?

Me:TheBible.

Helaughed.

Kana:I'membarrassed.

Me:youshouldbe..shameOnyou!

Kana:Youcanteach.

Me:ohno.

Kana:ThenI'llneverknow.

Me:Ithinkyouareanamazingperson

Thatwassorandom.Howitgottothetipofmy

tongue,Ididn'tknowbutImeantit.Isawhim

blushandIsmiledtoo.

Kana:Thankyou.



Me:Itsmypleasure.

Kana:Ithinkyoualsoamazing.

Me:Really?

Henodded.

Me:WellyousaiditgenuinelysoI'lltakeit.

Kana:Youaresoobservant.

Ilaughed.

Me:I'vehadittooroughtonotbe.

Kana:Makesperfectsense.

Me:Soyouwanttotellmewhatyouwanttoeat?

Kana:Surpriseme.

Me:Iwillmostdefinitelydothat.

Wewenttothekitchenandstillhadalottotalk

about..hewasveryinteresting..Wealsohada

fewokay...alotincommon..politics,business

news,listenedtodeephousemusicandabitof

HiphopandRNBhereandthere..Tshepang



founduslaughingwhenshecameback.

Tshepang:oh!SoitslikethiswhenI'mnot

around?

KanaandIlaughed.

Me:youmightaswellgobacktoschool

Tshepang:Tjoh!

Kana:She'skidding.Howwasschool?

Tshepang:Fine.Long..boring.

Kana:andyourtest?

Tshepang:Itwasokay.

Me:Ihopeso.Youhaveanyhomeworktoday?

Tshepang:noJustneedtostartworkingonthe

lifescienceassignment.Itsalot.

Me:Getstartedthen.

Kana:SoyoursisterandIarethinkingofgetting

youatutor.



Tshepang:isshetiredofhelpingmeout?

Me:No.I'vedecidedtogobacktoschool

Tshepang:What!I'msohappyforyou

Shecametohugme.

Tshepang:I'msoproudofyou.

Me:SoItakeitthat'sfine?

Tshepang:Absolutely.Youcanalsostop

babyingme.

Kananelogavemethat"yousee?"look.I

ignoredhim.

Me:Idon'tbabyyou

Tshepang:Youdo..canIgetsnacks?

Me:Sure.

Shegothersnacks.

Tshepang:I'llbeinmyroom

Kana:Havefun.



Tshepang:IwishIwasold.

Kana:Badwish!

Me:Verybadwish.anywaygostartworkingon

thatassignment.

ShewalkedawayfromusandIfinishedup,

Kanawashedthedishesandataround19:00,

wehaddinner.Tshepangwashedthedishes

andwentbacktoherroomtoworkonthe

assignment..Wespentabouttwohours

watchingTVandwhenKanadecidedhewanted

towatchSoccer,Iwenttotakeabath.Hetook

hisshowerafterthematch,hefoundme

readingafewarticlesonNews24.

Kana:Anythinginteresting?

Me:crimestories.

Kana:Ahwhat'snew?

Iputthephoneonthepedestal.

Me:Youcanaskthatagain.



Kana:Anyway,goodnightokay?Myteamlost

soI'mdepressed.

Ilaughed.

Me:I'msorry

Kana:I'llbefine.

Me:Nexttime.

Hekissedmyforeheadandoureyeslocked,

soonourlipsmetandIfelttinglesinmybody..I

wasgettinghot,itwasafeelingIhadnever

experiencedbefore,notevenwithLungelo.He

kepthiswarmhandsonmywaiststillkissing

me..hewastakingoffmyPJshortsstillwithhis

lipsonmine..Ikickedthemoffandtookoffhis

boxers.AssoonashediscoveredthatIhadno

underwearon,hestartedmassagingmyclitand

Icouldfeelmyselfgettingwet.Wherehadhe

beenallmylife?Ihad5minutesessionswith

Lungelo..Nothingexcitinginthebedroom.He

tookmeunderhimandfoundhimselfin



betweenmylegs,Iopenedwidelysohecould

deepin.Whenhefinallyfoundhisentrance,he

keptmyhandslockedwithhis,heorderedme

togoinrhythmwithhimwithoutevensayinga

word.Hemovedinandoutsoftlyandchanged

hispaceastheenergyincreased,itfeltgoodas

hekeptgettingindeeper.Mybodytightened

aroundaswebothreachedtheclimax.My

breathingwasfastsowashis.Hegotoffme

butpulledmeclosersohecouldgetinsideof

meagain..hehadn'thadenough.Igotmyleg

aroundhiswaistandourwarmbodieswere

pressed.Hekeptmovinginslowmotionand

whenpulledout,IJustdozedoff.Thenext

morning,Iwokeupandgotmyrobe..wentto

thebathroomandfoundhimrinsinghismouth.

Hehadjustbrushedhisteeth.

Me:Goodmorning.

Kana:Heygoodmorning

Me:Youokay?



Kana:No.

Me:Whynot?

Kana:I'msorryifIrushedyouintodoing...

Me:Pleasestop.

Ididn'tknowwhyhefeltbad.

Me:YoudidnothingwrongandeverythingRight.

Ifwegoingtodocouplestufflikegoingoutfor

drinks,picnicsandgetintimatelikewedidlast

nightthenwemightaswelldeclareourselves

asacouple.Wearemarriedafterallaren'twe

MrTefo?

Kana:WellIguessweareMrsTefo.Youvery

nice.

Me:Thenhavemeforbreakfast.
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Hepulledmecloserandpickedmeup,hethen



pressedmeagainstthewallStilluntyingmy

robeandhegotoutofhis.Hethrustedinand

outforabout5minutes,pulledoutandputme

down.

Kana:Holdontothebasin.

IdidasIwastoldandhecameinfrombehind.I

rememberscreamingforairtobreatheand

that'swhenheletmego.

Kana:satisfied?

HekissedmeasInodded.Hegotintothe

showerasIbrushedmyteethandhepulledme

InwhenIwasdoneandwemadeloveinthe

shower.Afterthat,hegotreadyforworkandI

gotintomytracksuitpantsandhepassedme

hisshirt..IstillhadtotakeTshepangtoschool

Tshepang:I'vebeenwaiting!For20minutes

now.

Me:I'msorry..Ioverslept.



Tshepang:Okay.

Me:let'sgo.

Tshepang:Okay.

Kana:ByeTshepang.

Tshepang:byeAbhut'Kananelo.

Kana:Drivesafelybabe.

Me:Youtoo.

GavehimaquickkissandIleftwithTshepang.

Tshepang:WhatIs...

Me:noneofyourbusiness.

Tshepang:Justlikethat?

Me:Justlikethat.

Tshepang:Soyoutwohavedecidedtotry

thingsout?

Me:Yeah

Tshepang:that'sgoodnews.



Me:That'sallyouneedtoknow.

Tshepang:I'mfinewiththat.

Me:Good..donewiththatassignment?

Tshepang:Justonepartofitleft

Me:That'sgood.How'sPalesadoing?

Tshepang:She'ssojealous.

Me:Of?

Tshepang:Mynewlife.

Me:why?

Tshepang:She'sjustsojealous.Ishowedher

Picturesofthenewhouseandyourcar..she

wasjustsour.

Me:Letherbe.

Tshepang:I'mgoingtostopbeingfriendswith

her.

Ilaughed.



Me:I'msureyoucanworkitout.

Tshepang:Maybe.

Me:Evenifshe'sjealous..shecan'ttakeitaway

fromyoumoe..she'sfromawealthyfamily

what'sherproblem?

Tshepang:beatsme.

Me:Letitslide.

Tshepang:I'lljuststicktoDineo.

Me:Dowhatmakesyouhappy.

Tshepang:Iwill.

Me:rightgoon!

Tshepang:Byesis.

Me:Byebabe.

Ihuggedherandshegotoutofthecarand

wentin..Imanagedtofindmywayoutofthe

usualtrafficandwhenIgothome,Ijustgot

busywithresearchingaboutHRmanagement.



Me:hey.

Nolo:Haibo!

Me:OhI'msorrycuz..

Nolo:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.

Nolo:Whatareyoudoingtoday?

Me:Nothingwhy?

Nolo:Iwanttocomeseeyou.

Me:Myhouse?

Nolo:Yourhouse..

Me:Okay.

Nolo:Directme.

Me:okay.

Nolo:cool

Isentherthelocationassoonasshehungup

andwenttotakeabath..Shecameanhour



laterandIhadtogiveheratourofthehouse.

Nolo:Beautiful!

Me:thankscuz.

Nolo:I'mgladhe'streatingyourightcozifhe

wasn't...

Ilaughed

Me:Wearefine.

Nolo:Areyoutwofine?

Me:Weare.

Nolo;Youevenblushing.

Iwasn'tevenaware

Me:Wedecidedtomakeitout..He'sagreat

guyNolo.

Nolo:Someone'sfallingforKananelo.

Me:Iam.It'snotabadthingRight?

Nolo:he'syourhusband.



Sherolledhereyes.

Nolo:Yousupposetofallinlovewithhim

Me:Okayyes.

Nolo:SoLungelo?

Me:Hecanreallygotohell.

Nolo:Itdidn'tgowelldidit?

Ishookmyhead.

Nolo:Butyouhappyright?

Me:I'mwithagreatguy.

Nolo:You'veneversaidthataboutLungelobut

youwerewithhimforyears..younevergushed

abouthimlikethis

Me:maybehewasn'tworthit

Nolo:Ohyes..congratulationscuz.

4weekslater,Iwasmadlyinlovewithagreat

guy..Wehadalotofdatesandfoughtoverthe

smallestthingsbutitwasallgood.Wewere



happy..IknowIwas.Thedivaswerestill

planningthevacationandcouldn'tdecidebeen

DjerbaandNosyBe.Iwasn'teveninterested

really.IwasgettingclosetoNombushewasn't

adiva..Shehadinvitedmeforlunchabout3

timesandevenboughtmeaweddinggift..I

likedher.

Kana:OkayFine.

Me:doyouwanttogo?

Kana:yes..weneedtogoonahoneymoon.

Me:Butwhy?

Kana:Cozwehaveto..

Me:That'snotagoodreason

Kana:itis.

Me:No.

Kana:Okay,cozIfeelliketakingyou

somewhere..Youalwaysrunningthehousehold.



Me:ThatwillCometoanendsoon.Imeanthe

newacademicyearbeginsin3months.

Ihadappliedrightontime.

Kana:I'mtakingyouonahoneymoon

Me:Youforcingme?

Kana:Yes.

Ilaughed.

Me:That'snotgoingtowork.

Kana:That'sgoingtowork.Here.

Hehandedmeatravelmag.

Me:Youserious?

Henodded.

Kana:Goonandchooseaplace

Me:OkayFine..ifit'swhatyouwant.

Kana:webothneedit

Me:okayfine.



Kana:Let'stalkaboutamoreimportantissue.

Me:whydoIhaveabadfeelingaboutthis?

Kana:Cozimportantissuescausepeopleto

fight.

Me:Goodanswer.

Kana:canIjustdiveintoit?

Me:Yes.

IsaidasIdrankmyjuice.

Kana:Youneedtoforgiveyourfather.

Iquicklydownedmydrink.

Me:What?

Kana:YouaresoangryathimItsnothealthy.

Me:Ithoughtwesaidwe"llnevertalkaboutthis

again.

Kana:Youthought.

Me:Idontwanttoforgivethatman.



Kana:Howlongareyougoingtocarrythis

grudge?

Igotupfromthecouch.

Kana:TshiamoI'mstilltalkingtoyou.Pleasesit

down

Me:I'mnotgoingtosithereand...

Kana:Tshiamositdown!

Hewashalfsnapping,halfcalm..Ididn'tquite

getit.Isatdownagain.

Kana:I'mnotgoingtoletyoudestroyyourself

withthisanger.Ican'tlivewiththat.Youmight

becontainingitnowbutyouaregoingtoloseit

onedayandyou'lltakeitoutonthewrong

person.Iamnotabouttohaveabitterwifeand

I'mnotgoingtonegotiatewithyou..Youcan

hatemenowbutyou'llthankmelater..I'vehired

atherapisttobeamediator.

Me:forwhat?



Kana:Youandyourfatherarereconciling

tomorrow.
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Icouldn'tbelieveIwasbeingtoldwhatto

do..honestly!

Me:Excuseme?

Kana:YouheardMe.

Me:Whogaveyoutherighttomeddleinto

mattersthatdon'tconcernyou?

Kana:Areyoumywife?

Ididn'twanttoanswerthat

Kana:Areyoumywifeornot?

Me:Iam.

Kana:Thenyourmattersconcernme.Youcan

nowgotowhereveryouwantedtogo.Itoldyou

whatIwantedtotellyou.



Ilookedathim,stillangryandIgotupfromthe

couch,wenttoputmyglassinthekitchenthen

tothegarden.ImissedTshepangbutshewas

atherfriend'sfortheweekend.YesPalesa,they

hadworkedthingsout.Teensthough.

ApparentlyPalesawasscaredthatTshepang

wouldchange.Suchunnecessarydrama.I

decidedtocallBanele.

Banele:Stranger

Me:Heyfriend.

Banele:youhavebeenscarce.

Me:I'vebeenmakingmymarriagework.

Banele:Isit?

Me:Itis.

Itwas.Itwasstartingtofeellikeone.Hewas

nowinvolvedinFamilydrama,Ionceresolved

anissuehehadwithhisbrotherFenyangwho

was2yearsyoungerthanhim.Theywere



fightingaboutmoney.Idon'tknowhowitbegan

butIresolvedit..Wehadourownlittlefightsas

startedbefore,wedidalotofplanningtogether

soitwasstartingtobeone.

Banele:CanIcome?.

Me:Ahno!Ihaveadinnerdatewiththehubby.

CanIcometomorrow?

Banele:Noproblem

Me:Stillgoodthough?

Banele:Absolutely

Me:How'sSphumeleledoing?

Banele:she'sjustnaughty.

Me:Imissher..I'llseeyoutomorrowthough.

Banele:Okayfriend.Havefun.

Me:Lo...

ShehungupbeforeIcouldcompletemy

sentencebutIfigureditmusthavebeenthe



network.Ididn'tcallherbacksoIjustspentmy

timeinthegardenthengotreadyforthedateI

hadwiththehubby.

Kana:Youlookbeautiful

Me:thankyou.

Iwas50%madathim..50%not.

Kana:Ready?

Me:Yes

Kana:Okaythen.

HeswitchedofftheTVandweleft.Heopened

thedoorformetogetinandwedroveofftohis

FavoriteRestaurant.

Kana:SoIguessyoursilenttreatmentisyou

tellingmethatyoumadatme?

Me:youshouldhavetoldme.Ithoughtwesaid

We'dcommunicate

Kana:Itried.



Me:Nothardenough.

Kana:Thisiskillingyouinside.

Me:Andhowwouldyouknowthis?

Kana:CozyougetmadeverytimeIbringitup

andyoutrytostopYourtearsfromcomingout.

Lucas'issuealwaysmademeEmotional.

Always.

Kana:BabyIapologizeforgoingaboutitthe

wrongwayandtrustme,Ididn'twanttodoit

thiswaybutifitdoesn'thappennowthenit

neverwill.

Me:Fine!

Kana:Justtry.

Me:Ifitdoesn'tworkoutthendon'tevertryit

again

Kana:Youknowhe'sstillyourdadRight?

Me:Soyousay.Canwenottalkabouthimtill



tomorrow?

Kana:Okay

Wescannedthroughthemenusandfinally

ordered.

Me:IthinkBanelehunguponme.

Kana:Youthink?

Me:Yeah..sheaskedIfshecouldComeand

whenItoldherthatwegoingoutshejustsort

ofhungup.Maybeit'sthenetwork.

Kana:Maybeifitwasjustthenetworkyou

wouldn'tbethisworried.

Me:Whyareyousoanalytical?

IaskedGiggling.

Kana:Idon'tknowbabybutyoudon'tmention

somethingunlessifitsimportanttoyou.Imean

lookattheworryinyourface.

Me:maybeIsaidsomethingwrongwithout



realizingit.MaybeshefeelslikeI'vepushedher

totheside.Ihaven'tbeenspendingtimewith

her.

Kana:Maybe.

Me:Whydoyousoundlikethat?

His"maybe"soundedverysuspicious.

Kana:Maybeyouright.Ijustgetbadvibesfrom

her.

Me:Why?

Kana:Idon'tknow..she'stooenvious.

Me:Ofwho?

Kana:You.

Ilaughed

Me:Nobaby..

Kana:I'mtellingyou.

Me:Baneleisnotthattype



Kana:really?

Me:Yes.

Kana:Okaybaby.

Me:Youreadingtoomuchintothis.

Kana:WellmaybeIam..

Me:Maybeyouarebaby.

Kana:I'llletitslide.

Me:Thankyou.

Kana:Itsapleasure.

Ididn'trealizehowhungryIwasuntilmyfood

came.

Me:SoIhaveaspadatewithNombu.

Kana:Youtwogetalongdon'tyou?

Me:Wejustconnect.

Kana:See...Igetnobadvibesfromher.

Welaughed.



Me:Youaresomethingelse.

Kana:Ithinkshe'saniceperson.

Me:sheis.

Kana:Andyoudon'tgetalongwithrest?

Me:Imean,Idon'thaveaproblemwithKatleho,

AmandaandThembi.Ireallydon'tget

Moratua..she'stoomuch.

Kana:Youknow,Nombuoncesaidthattoo

Me:that'snewstome..Maybecozwedon't

eventalkaboutthemwhenwetogether.

Kana:WellI'mgladyouwon'tfeelleftout

anymore.

WehadagreateveningandthenextSaturday,

wehadbreakfastafterwetookashower

together.

Me:whattimearetheycoming?

Kana:At11:30.



Me:In30minutes?

Kana:Yesma'am..Jamesispreparing

somethingforthemokay?Dontstress

Me:Areyougoingtositin?

Heshookhishead.

Kana:I'llbewatchingsoccerinourbedroom

Me:Youshouldbewithus

Kana:Nobaby..Youshoulddothisalone.I've

playedmypart.

Inodded.

Kana:Onthesamepage?

Me:Yes.

Kana:greatthen.

WehadourbreakfastandMarinatheTherapist

andLucasarrivedatthesametime.

Kananelogottheintrosoutofthewayandhe

leftus.



Marina:Tshiamocanyoutellmewhyyouso

angryatyourfather.

Itoldhereverything..evenuptothelasttimewe

met.

Marina:YouDon'tthinkyoumustforgivehim?

Me:Icantbringmyselftoit.

Marina:Wouldyouliketohavearelationship

withyourdaughter?

Lucas:Ofcourse.Iloveher.

Me:Thenwhyweren'tyouafathertome?Why

didyoutreatmethewayyoudid.

Lucas:IhavenoreasonforitbutIacknowledge

thatIamwrongandIreallyneedyour

forgivenessImightbetoolatebutIwanttofix

this.

OursessionwithMarinawentonforabout3

hoursandwhenweweredoneIfeltasif

somethinghadbeenliftedoffmyshoulders.



Lucas:ThankYouson.

Kana:Noproblemsir.

Lucas:ByeLily.

Ihuggedhim

Me:Byedad.

Lucas:Youdon'tknowhowlongI'vebeen

waitingforyoutosaythat.I'llkeepintouch.

Pleaseunblockmynumber.

Me:Ihave.

Lucas:Thankyou.

Marinalookedhappy..Ialsohuggedherand

sheanddadleftatthesametimegoingin

differentdirections.

Kana:Itakeiteverythingwentwell.

Inodded.

Me:lightheartnow

Kana:Shoutagain.



Ilaughed

Me:Thankyou

Kana:Anythingforyou.

Me:Ithinkyouareablessing.

Kana:Iamone.

Hisphonerangandheexcusedhimself.Iheard

himsay"Gift"asheanswered..atextcame

throughmineaminutelater.

Lungelo:"Canwemeet?Please"
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Ididn'tevenreply..Ijuststaredatthemessage.

Kana:MrsT.T

Ilaughed.

Me:hey.

Kana:What'swrong?



Isighedandpassedhimmyphone.

Kana:Ah!

Me:Yessir.

Kana:Gomeethim.

Me:Hesaidhedoesn'twanttoseemeagain

Kana:Maybehe'sComebacktohissenses.

Me:andIdon'tcare.

Kana:soyounotgoing?

Me:formoreinsults?

Hesmiled.

Kana:I'vegotanidea.

Me:Okay.

Kana:Videocallhim

Me:That'sagoodidea.

Kana:sinceyoudon'twanttomeethim

Me:Wanttojoinme?



Kana:Idon'tlikelookingatuglyfaces.

Ilaughed.

Me:Whosaidyougoodlooking?

Kana:Iamgoodlooking..Imeanwhodoesn't

likecaramel?Who?

Ismiled.

Kana:Whatwasabeautifulladylikeyoudoing

withthatvanillalookingguy?

Me:whatamIdoingwithyou?

Kana:Touchébaby.

Me:Iwasjustasking

Kana:Thatactuallyhurts.

Me:Sorrybaby.Letmejust.

Kana:Goodluck

Me:Idon'tneedluck.

Kana:Okaythen



Ivideocalledhimandhepickedupafter5

minutes.Kanawasontheothersidethough.

Lungelo:Babe

Me:"bitch"isthewordyoulookingfor

Lungelo:Eish.Tshiamo,IJustwantedtomeet

withyou.

Me:Canyouseeme?

Lungelo:Yes.

Me:AndIcanseeyou..thisisasgoodasin

person

Lungelo:Soyoudon'twanttomeetwithme?

Me:No..

Lungelo:Iwanttoapologize

Me:Doitnow.

Lungelo:let'sjustmeet.

Me:I'mmarried..Icantbemeetingwithexes.



Lungelo:OkayFine.Ijusywantedtoapologize.

Me:Thanks.

Lungelo;Arewecool?

Me:Lungeloyouknowwhat?Istillwouldhave

livedwithoutyourapology.I'mcoolwithoutit.

Youcanjust...

Iwasgettingangrycozeverythinghehadsaid

tomewasmakingmybloodboil.

Me:Haveagoodlifeokay?

IhungupandKananelowasstaringatme

Kana:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine..canwegoout?

Kana:To?

Me:Themovies.

Kana:Youarepaying..

Me:Withyourmoney.



Kana:what'sthatsupposetomean?

Me:Itmeansweusingyourcard.

Kana:Ohno.

Me:Ohyes.

Hechasedtothebedroomandcaughtme

beforeIcouldgrabhiswallet.

Me:amanneedstoprovide.

Hechuckledandgavemethat"whothehellis

talkingcozit'sdefinitelynotyou"look.

Kana:Really?

Me:Yes.

Kana:NevereversaythattomecozIknowyou

don'tmeanit.

Me:butyoustillpayingthough

Kana:Watchmegoonstrike.

Me:Youwouldn'tdare.



Kana:Watchme..let'sgo.

Igrabbedmybagandheputhiswalletinhis

pocketandweleft.Webothenjoyedaction

moviessothat'swhatweagreedon.Whenwe

gottheladyatthepayingpointheJuststood

there.

Me:Babypay.

Kana:No

Me:Baby...

Kana:youinvitedmehere.

Me:Yousupposetopay.

Kana:Thatslikeinvitingmetoapartythen

expectingmetopayforthefoodanddrinks.

Me:whatkindofahusbandareyou?

Kana:whatkindofawifeareyou?ItoldyouI'm

goingonstrike..Okaylet'sgotoMcDonald's,

BuyMcFlurrys,askfortheWiFipasswordand

downloadthemovie.



TheladyandIlaughed.Hewassoserious.

Me:Soyoureallynotpaying?

Kana:no.

Me:ButIpaidforthelast...okay.

Ipaid,luckilytherewerenootherpeopleInline

behindus..wesatonthecouchesaswe

waited..ourmoviewasgoingtobeginin30

minutes.Iwasjustalloverhim..Notinabad

waythough..Ijusthadmyarmaroundhis,my

leginbetweenhis.

Me:okaysowhatdoyouthink?

Kana:Aboutthatplace?

Me:Yes.

Kana:it'snice.

Me:Okaysettledthen.

Kana:Happywithit?

Me:Yes.



KanaifyouareIam.

Wecontinuedlaughingandchatting,wentto

getdrinksandpopcornandenjoyedouraction

movie..whenwegothomeitwasjustalotof

sexing!Alotofit.Wewenttochurchthenext

morningandBaneleaskedtocomeoverfor

lunch,Kanadecidedtoleave.

Me:Youleaving?

Kana:Havefunokay?

Banelewasinthelounge.

Me:Okayfinethen.

Kana:seeyoulater.

Me:Byebabe.

Wekissedandheleft.

Banele:Aren'tyouinlove?

Me:Iamhey.

Banele:That'sgood..



Me:SoLungelo"apologized"

Banele:Youmetwithhim?

Me:Never.

Banele:why?

Me:He'snotworthit.

Banele:Youshouldhavegivenhimachance

Me:Nah

Banele:yougoodthough?

Me:Iam..Comelet'sgetfoodandwecanchill

outside.

Banele:I'mstarving.

Wewenttothekitchenandaswedishedup,I

heardmyphoneringinginthelounge..

Me:pleasefinishupfriend.

Iquicklyrantogetit.

Me:dad!



Dad:Candaddytakeyououtforbreakfast

tomorrow?

Me:Okaydad.

Dad:Youokay?

Me:100%.You?

Dad:I'mfine.Doyouwantsomething?Kitkat

maybe?

Ilaughed.

Me:Imnot4anymoredad..butchocolatewould

benice.

Iwassurprisedhestillremembered.

Dad:Okaythen.9:30?

Me:Okaydad.You'llletmeknow.

Dad:okayLily..loveyou.

Me:loveyoutoodad.

Ihungup.



Banele:WhichDad?

Me:Lucas.

Banele:Youtwomadeup?

Me:Yes..Snugglesreconciledus.

Banele:Snuggles?

Me:Kana.

Banele:Oh..hereyougo.

Shepassedmyplateoffood.

Me:ThankyoubutEishNele,forthe100thtime

nowIdon'teatpumkin.

Banele:Ikeepforgetting..sorry.

Somethingaboutthefoodlookedoffish..like

drydryyellowturnedgrasshadbeenputinthe

foodormaybepiecesoffinewood.Iscanned

herandIsawapieceofnewspaperand

wrappedaroundwithwoolpeepingoutofthe

pocketsofherjean.



Me:Banele.

Banele:Friend?

Me:areyoutryingtokillme?
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Banele:WhywouldIdothat?

Iputmyplatedownandsnatchedthe

newspaperoutofherpocket.Thesamegrassy

thingsfelloff.

Me:Whatthehell?

Banele:Me?

Me:YouknowwhatKananelodidsayyou

enviousbutIdidn't...

Shesuddenlysnapped.

Banele:That'swhatmademewanttopoison

you!Kananelothis!Kananelothat!"Ican'tsee

you.I'vegotadatewithKananelo"youare



annoying!

Me:Oh?

Banele:Whymustyougeteverything?Why?

Awards,Tshiamo!HeadofprefectsTshiamo,

Varsity,Tshiamo!Boys!Tshiamo!Promotions

headTshiamo!BeautifulweddingTshiamo!

IwaslisteningcozIwantedtogetwherethe

rootoftheproblemwas.

Banele:Fancycar!Fancyhouse,richhusband!

Chef!Helpers!Tshiamo!Why?

Me:AndIthoughtyoumybestfriend.

Banele:youthoughtwrong!Itoleratedyou

Me:Wow!

Iwashurt.Veryhurt

Banele:whydoyoualwaysgeteverything?Why?

Me:Maybeyouwon'tgeteverythingIhavecoz

youareanevilperson.Youaresosoevil!You



havesuchanevilheart

Banele:Yeahright!

Me:Leave!

Banele:DamnrightIwill.

Me:Don'tyouevercomebackhere

Banele:YouthinkIhavetime?

ShegrabbedherbagandIopenedthegatefor

hertoleave.Iwassohurt,shocked!Itriedto

crybutnothngcameout.Ijustwantedtosee

Tshepangbuttoobadshewasonlycoming

backthenextdayafterschool.Herlittlegenius

selfwouldhavebeenabletocomfortme.Iwas

indisbelief.Ididn'teventhinkBanelewoulddo

melikethat.Idrewthefoodoutandwashed

thedishes.Iwasn'tgoingtopressincharges.I

wasgoingtoletGoddealwithher.Iendedup

chillingonthecouchandwasveryHappywhen

Kanagotback



Kana:Ithoughtyou'dbeinthegardendrinking.

Ishookmyhead

Kana:Babywhat'swrong?

Me:Youwereright..

Kana:aboutwhat?

Me:Banele.

Kana:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Shetriedtoposionme.

Ishowedhimthepoison.

Kana:What?

Me:Yes.

Kana:Throughwhat?Yourfood?

Inodded

Kana:Youdidn'teatanyfoodright?

Me:No.IsawitbeforeIcouldEveneat

Kana:youshouldhavelistened_



Me:Ididn'tthinkshe'ddothis..

Kana:wellshealmostkilledyou.Areyougoing

topressanycharges?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Herchildneedsher.

Kana:Nochildneedsamotherwhosea

murderer.

Me:Let'snotdealwithher.

Kana:youwanttheuniverseto?

Me:yes.

Kana:that'sstillaplan.

Hecametositnexttomeandstartedplaying

withmyhands.Heloveddoingthat.Every

singleday!Ihadgottenusedtoit.Ifnotmy

handsmytoesorhe'djustrunhisfingersinmy

hairbuteverytimehedidthatIknewI'djustend

upnakedandbreathingfast.



Me:Pleasedon'trunyourfingersinmyhair.

Helaughed.

Kana:I'mgivingyouabreaktoday.

Me:Thankyou.Mybodystillhurts.

Kana:youmightaswellgetusedtoit.

Me:Getusedtosexbruises,fastbreathing

ratesandabodythathurts?Ifeellikepricks

hadbeenputundermyskin.I'mnot

complainingthough

Hegiggledandlookedatme.

Kana:Youaresuchafreak!

Me:Youmademeone

Kana:Deepwithinyou,you'vealwaysbeenone

youjustneededanothertohelpyoutakeitout

Ismiled

Me:Maybe..soDadcalled.

Kana:ishefine?



Me:hewantsustomeetforbreakfast

tomorrow

Kana:and?

Me:Iagreed.Ijusthopewedon'tfightover

something.Wealwaysfighting

Kana:Noyouwon't

Me:Andhebookedtwomoresessionswith

Marina.

Kana:He'skeenonmakingthisworkhey

Me:Heis.IthankGodforyoueveryday.

Ilookedathimwithsomuchlove.Funnyhow

thingsworkout.Iwasmadathimafewweeks

backforforcinghimselfonmebutitwasalla

blessingindisguise.

Me:IfthisiswhatreallylovefeelslikethenI

don'twantanyotherfeeling.Iloveyou.

Kana:Iloveyoumorebaby.Morethanyoucan

imagine.CanIannoyyou?



Me:Ohno!Nodon'tyoudareswitchChannels.

Helaughed

Kana:canIwatchsoccer?

Me:No!

Kana:Babyyounotbeingfair.IwatchyourE!

Channel.

Me::cozit'snice.

Kana:HowiswatchingBOTCHEDnice?And

thoseMiamigirlsofyours.

Me:WAGS

Kana:Doesn'tmatter.Howisitnice?.

Me:Itsbetterthanwatchingoldmanchase

afteroneball.

Kana:I'moffended

Me:Finewatchyoursoccerthen.

Kana:Watchitwithme..



Me:No.

Kana:Qualitytime

Me:Don'tyoudarepullthatonme.

Kana:yougoingbackonouragreement..we

entertaineachother'sinterests.

Me:Includingsoccer?

Kana:yes.

Me:Ohcrap!Fine!

Kana:Itriedoutcyclingwithyouremember?

Ilaughedcozhetotallyhatedthat..totally!

Me:itwasfun.

Kana:Youthink?

Me:Yes.

Kana:Yeahright.Ithinkit'sokayforcouples

yesbutdon'tmakeitahabit.

Me:Thenweshouldprobablymakealistofall



thethingswe'dbothlikedoing.

Kana:That'sagoodidea.

Me:I'llgogetapaperandpen.

Kana:No...afterthatmatch.Youtryingto

distractme.

Ididn'tunderstandhowhejustlearntalmost

everythingaboutmeinjustweeks.wasIthat

simple?Wewatchedthematchandcreatedour

list..wewenttobedlate.Hewenttoworkthe

nextdayanditfeltweirdnothavingtodrop

anyoneoffatschool.Dadcalledtoaskifwe

couldchangebreakfasttodinnercozhewanted

metomeethisfamily.Heaskedmetocome

withTshepangandKananelobuIexplainedthat

Kcouldntmakeitcozhehada8pmmeeting.

Disappointedbutheunderstood.Ispenttheday

lazingaroundandignoringBanele'scallsand

texts..Iendedupblockinghernumberandevery

othernumbershetriedcallingmewith.Iwent



tofetchTshepangafterschoolandwegot

readyfordinner.

Tshepang:YouknowI'mproudofyousis.I

thinkparentsmeaneverything.I'veneverquite

feltthatgapcozyouwerealwaysthereand

whenwelostmumanddadIwasonlyingrade

4stillabitdumbanddidn'tunderstanddeath.

Me:everytimeyoutellmeyouproudofme,I'm

alwaysinspiredtobettermyselfforyou.

Tshepang:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Come.

WedrovetoDad'sandheintroducedustohis

kids,Lesedi,whowas18(boy),Resego(16)(girl)

andBontle(7)theylookedhappytoseeus.Dad

hadtoldthemaboutussoLesedisaid.Resego

wasmorethanhappytogetusdrinks..theyhad

ahelpedwhohadpreparedthemeal.

Apparentlythewifewasjustaroundthecorner

comingbackfromwork.Shearrived5minutes



later...

Lesedi:Mum!Oursistersarehere.

Resego:Tshepangismyage.

Bontle:Tshiamolookslikeme.

Resego:Shedoesn't.

Bontle:Shedoes.Lookathereyes.

Igiggled.Shewasadorable.

Dad:RightLilyandTshe,thisisPriscilla.

Priscillathesearemykids.YouknowTshiamo,

thisisTshepang.

Priscilla:DidInotsayIdon'twantthemhere?

Me:Why?Youtheonethatwrecked...

Tshepang:Shhh.

Dad:Youdon't?

Priscilla:Idon't

Dad:Thenmaybeyoushouldpackyour



belongingsandleave!
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Priscilla:Areyouseriousrightnow?

Dad:DoesitlooklikeI'mkidding?

Shewentpastusmad.

Dad:Okay.Yourmother'snotjoiningusfor

dinner..everyonetakeaseat

Bontle:Takeitwhere?

Me:Hemeanssitdown.

Bontle:Whydidn'theJustsaythat?

Shethoughtshewaswhisperingbutkids!

Bontle:CanIsitnexttoyou?

Me:Ofcourse!

Weallsettleddownanddadsaidashortprayer

thenwestartedeating.Icouldn'tbelieveIwasa



sisterto3teensandalittlediva.

Lesedi:Ithinkweshouldhaveafamilyvacation.

Resego:wecanleavemumbehind.

Dad:That'sagoodideaLesedi.

Bontle:WegoingtoDisneyland?

Lesedi:Youhavemoneytotraveltothestates?

Bontle:DoyouhavemoneyLily?

Shehadoptedforthatname.

Me:Idon'tthinkIdo.

Bontle:Youdon'tthinkyoudo?Tshepangdo

youhavemoney?

Tshepang:NoI'mstillatschool.

Bontle:Dadwilltakeusthen.

Dad:TheytoldyouI'mrich?

Bontle:Theytoldmeyouhavebankcards.

Welaughed.Sheremindedmesomuchof



Tshepangwhenshewasherage.Shejustsaid

whateverwasonhermindandIhadtodeal

withherandpubertyatthesametime!

Lesedi:Aus'Tshiamoyouhaveanyideas?

Me:howaboutyou3comeupwithaplace

Resego:Okay.We'llcomeupwithafunplace.

Dad:Iaskedwho'spaying.

Weallsaid"youdad"atthesametimeandall

giggled.IwasgoingtolovethemIcouldfeelit

especiallyBontle.Shewasjustsoadorableand

socuteandjustsoyoungandsillyinavery

cuteway.

Dad:Fine!Fine.HowdoesMozambiquesound?

Me:Ohmygoodness!

Dad:Whatisit?

Me:YoudraggedmumandIthereevery

December!WellwhenIwas4and5



Helaughed.

Dad:You'vegotasharpmemory.

Me:ButitsagoodvacationspotIguess.

Dad:andwearedrivingthere.

Bontlekeptclapping.Ifiguredshelikedlong

distancedtrips.

Lesedi:Sowhen?Aus'Tshiamoyoudecide.You

theoldest.

Me:Whenschoolsclose.Wespendoneweek

thereandcomebackforChristmashere.

Resego:WecangotoGranny'sforChristmas..

Me:Granisstillalive?

Bontle:Yes.She's4-7yearsold

Lesedi:7-4!74.

Me:Dadhow'sshedoing?

Dad:SheasksaboutyoueverydayIcallher.



Me:IsGrandpastillalive?

Henodded.

Me:wow!

Lesedi:Soisthatsettled?

Dad:Yesitis.

Wecontinuedeatingbutmyheartwasn'tat

ease,IrealizedthatIhadmadeotherpeople

suffercozmydad.Ijustcutthemoff.Infact,ifI

hadn'tletmyselffillupwithanger,Iwouldhave

easilytookTshepangandwewouldhavelived

withthembutagainIdidn'twanttoalways

bumpintodadatthegrandparents'house.Ifelt

horrible.WhenIcutdadoffIcuteveryoneelse

off.Wefinishedeating,Priscillastillhidingin

thebedroom,Tshepang,LesediandResego

wenttowashthedishes..Bontlehadfallen

asleeprightafterdinnerandIwaswithdad

outside.

Me:whatkindofagrandchildamIdad?



Dad:Thisisallmyfault.

Me:youdidn'ttellmetostopvisitingmy

grandparents

Dad:Iunderstandwhyyoudidit.Youdidn't

wanttoconstantlyseeme.

Me:Ibecamemadatyouandevenmadderat

themForbringingyouintothisearth.

Dad:Iunderstandthat.

Me:Reallydad?

Henodded.

Dad:Rejectingyouwasthemostdumbestthing

I'veeverdone..Iwouldhaveprobablydonethe

same.

Me:AndGranalwaysgavemethelittlethatshe

had.

Ihadtearsinmyeyes.

Me:Willtheyforgiveme?



Dad:Heydon'tcry!

Me:DadI'mahorribleperson!

Dad:Noyounot..comehere.

Heputhisarmsaroundmeandtriedtocomfort

me.

Dad:Goseethem.

Me:Willtheystillrememberme?

Dad:Yourgranasksaboutyoueveryday.

Me:aretheystillinDaveyton?

Dad:Yes.Theylivewitnyourcousin

Gratitude.passmeyourphone.

Ididandhetypedthedirectionsdownunder

notesforme.

Dad:they'llbehappytoseeyou.

Me:Idon'tknowdad.

Dad:Trustme.



Me:okaythen.

Dad:Let'sgoinforice-cream

Me:I'mfulldadandit'sgettingabitlate.

Dad:hasthehusbandstartedcallingyou?

Ilaughed.

Me:No..he'snotthattypethatcallsamillion

times.Infact,hedoesn'tevencallmethat

much..isthatnormal?

Dad:Itmeanshetrustsyou.

Me:WellIguessyouknowbest.

Dad:Exactly.

Me:Sowhy'syourwifesosour?

Dad:Dontworryaboutherthatone.She'llleave

soon.

Me:Dad,ifwearecausingtroublethenitsbest

if...

Dad:Nonsense



Me:yousure?

Dad:I'veneglectedyouforyearsnow.Youare

nowmarriedandwillprobablyhavekidssoon,I

don'twanttomissallofthat.

Me:Evenifitmeansitmessesupyour

marriage?

Dad:Younowcomefirst.

Me:Thatmeansalotcomingfromyou.

Dad:Iwanttomakeitworkandalthough

Tshepangisn'tmybiologicalchild,Idon'twant

hertofeelthatgapofnothavingparents.This

isaconversationI'llhavewithherthough.

Me:Thanksdad.

Dad:Noneedtothankme.

Ihuggedhim.

Me:Sowhatdoyouwantforyourbirthday?It's

in2weeksright?



Dad:Youremembered?

Me:Youstillmydad.

Dad:Anythingnice

Me:soifIseeniceheelsIshouldgetthemfor

you?

Helaughed.

Dad:NoLily.AnythingNicefordads!

Me:Seethatmakessenseyouneedtobe..

"CanItalktoTshiamo?"

Weturned,ItwasPriscilla.

Dad:Whereareyourbags?

Priscilla:Lucasplease.

Dad:Youwantto?

Me:Itsokaydad.

Dad:Okaythen.

Hewalkedawayfromus.



Priscilla:You'vegrownintoabeautifulyoung

woman.

Me:Thanks.

Priscilla:Iwaswrongearlieron.Ishouldn'thave.

Youareright,Iwreckedyourmum'shomebut

hereyouarenothatingmykids.Theyadoreyou.

IwaswatchingyouallduringdinnerandI'm

wrongTshiamo.Idon'tknowwhatgotoverme.

Me:Whatdid?Haveyoubeenkeepingdadaway

fromme?

Priscilla:Yesandthatwaswrong.

Me:Why?

Priscilla:Ireallydon'tknow.

Me:areyouhappywithyourself?

Priscilla:No

Me:Okay..

Priscilla:ButIwanttoreassureyouthatyou



andTshepangnowhaveahome,ifyouneed

anythingdon'thesitatetocometome,I'mnot

goingtostopafatherfromlovingandbeing

thereforhiskidsanymore.Seemeasamother

figuretoyouandTshepangnow.I'maccepting

youboth.Iatleastowethistothewoman

whosehomeIdestroyed.

Alltheifs
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Me:ifyousaysoPriscilla

Priscilla:Imeanit.

Me:Thankyou.Weneedtogetgoing.

Priscilla:younotsleepingover?

Me:Ohno.

Priscilla:weekendthen.

Me:Okay.

Wewalkedbacktothehouseinsilence.



TshepangwashavingfunwithLesediand

Resego.

Me:Timetogo.

Tshepang:Now?

Inodded.

Tshepang:Ohman

Dad:you'llcomebacksoon.

Tshepang:Iwill.Byeguys.

ShehuggedthemthenIdid.

Me:Youguysmakemyheartmelt.

Theydid.Alot.

Lesedi:canwecomeover?

Resego:Makeyourheartmeltmore?

Me:Youcancomeafter2weeks.

Resego:whytwoweeks?

Me:CozI'mgoingawaythisFridayandthenext



Friday

Resego:To?

Dad:Youaskalot

Me:Shedoes.Byeguys

Lesedi:ByeAus'Tshiamo.

Dadwalkedusoutandwesaidbyetohimthen

left.

Tshepang:thatwasfun

Me:itwaswasn'tit?

Tshepang:andyoualmostattackedthepoor

woman

Me:OhIhadto.

Tshepang:Sisyouaresomethingelse

Me:Sheapologized.

Tshepang:Doyouthinkshemeantit?

Me:Idontknow..Ionlytrust4people



Tshepang:Being?

Me:You,Nolo,Nombuandmyhusband.

Tshepang:Banele?

Ichuckled.

Me:Shetriedtokillme.

Tshepang:What?

Me:yesterday,sheputsomegrassythingsin

myfoodandforgottohidetherestofitwellin

herpocket.

Tshepang:wow!

Me:IthinkI'moverit

Tshepang:Really?

Me:Yes.ButobviouslyIfeelbetrayed

Tshepang:Understandablyso.

Me:Rightsohowwasyourweekend?

Tshepang:Itfeltgoodpayingformoviesand



food.

Ilaughed.

Me:Really?

Tshepang:Yes.IalwaysfelthadwhenPalesa

alwayspaid.

Me:WellifyouhadfunI'mhappy

Tshepang:Ihadalot.

Whenwegothome,shewentstraighttobed

andIfoundKananelowatchingsoccer.

Kana:Welcomeback.

Me:Heybaby.

Kana:Hellomylove.

IcrawleduptoKiddhimafterItookmyshoes

off.

Kana:Howwasdinner?

Me:Dadswifehasdrama.



Kana:Alot?

Me:sortof.Shemadeabigfussaboutusbeing

there,dadtoldhertoleaveandlatershecame

toapologize.

Kana:Chancer.

Me:mythoughtsexactly.Howwasyour

meeting?

Hedidn'tlookokay

Kana:I'mfrustrated

Me:Why?

Kana:I'mgoingtohavetoputinextrahours

withtheteam.Theyaredoingaterriblejob.Had

itnotbeenforthegoodrelationshipIhavewith

Johnson,hewouldhavetakenhisbusiness

elsewhere.

Me:Thatbad?

Kana:NothingIcan'tfixthough



Me:Yousure?

Kana:Yesbaby

Me:I'mgoingtobathokay.Wanttojoinme?

Kana:Alreadytook.myshowerbabebutI'llwait.

Me:Okaythen..I'llbequick.

Kana:Dothat.Iwanttohearaboutyourdinner

datewithyourfamily.

Me:Okaythen..don'tfallasleep.

Hesmiled.

Kana:Iwon't.

IwenttotakeanicewarmbathandwhenI

wentbacktohim,hewasasleep.Ipulledonly

hisshirtovermynakedbodyandswitchedthe

lightsoffandgotintobed.Ifiguredheneeded

therest.IalsofellasleepshortlyandIwokeup

felttwofingerstryingtomakewayinsideofme.

Me:Whatareyou...



Kana:Makeway.

Ididandheslidtheminsideofme.Igaspedfor

airtobreatheandwhenIturneduncomfortably,

Irealizeditwasonly3:45am.Hekissedmeand

onlyslidthemoutwhenherealizedIwaswet

andslidhimselfin,hehadpulledmylegsapart

roughlyandhadmyhandspinnedagainstthe

bed,hewasrough,itwasveryroughandI

couldn'tmovecozhisbodyhadminerestrained.

Iwasgoingtowakeupwithaverysorebody.

Hekeptthrustinginandoutdeeplyandwhen

hewasdone,Iwenttothebathroomtowash

mysweatyface.

Kana:Youokay?

Me:Areyouthatstressed?

Kana:didIhurtyou?

Me:Ithinkyoubrokemyribcage.

Kana:I'msorry



Ididn'tanswerhim.

Me:Canwerestnow?

Kana:baby...

Me:Kana,itsokay.

Kana:Isit?

InoddedeventhoughIcouldbarelyfeelmy

ribcage

Me:let'sjustsleep.

Hepulledmeclosetohim,Iwantedtoresist,

turntheotherwayandsleepbutIdidn't.Iguess

hewasjusttryingtodistress.Ididn'tknow.

Me:Areyouangryatme?

Kana:no.Why?

Me:itfeltlikeyouwere

Kana:Iwastakingoutmyfrustrationsonyour

body.SomethingI'veneverdonebeforeandI'm

sosorry



Me:Idon'tmindthefrustrationspartwhatIdo

mindthoughismyribcage.Ireallycan'tfeelit.

Kana:I'llcomearound14:00totakeyouthe

Doctor.

Me:I'llbefine.Youhaveworkdon'tyou?

Kana:That'snotmoreimportantthenyou.

Me:itsokay.I'llbefine..let'sjustsleep.

Wedidandwewokeupagainat5:30,Itook

Tshepangtoschool,Iwasquietallthewayto

herschoolcozIwasmybodywasreallysore,

especiallymyhands.Ilistenedtoherstories

andsaidaquiet"thankGod"afterIdroppedher

off,IaskedhertouseataxibackhomecozI

justwantedtorest.WhenIgothome,Igotout

ofthetracksuitsandjustslepttillIwaswoken

upbyaringingcellphone.

Me:helloMzwa

Mzwa:HeyTshiamo.Canwemeet?



Me:Ifyoutryingtoaskmetoforgiveyourbaby

mamathenno..shetriedtokillme.

Mzwa:Ineedtotalktoyou..it'saboutBanele.

Me:Okay.

Mzwa:Let'smeetataround13:00,there'sa

restaurantjustacrossmyworkplace.

Me:Okaycool.

Mzwa:Thanks.

Ihungupanddecidedtogetready,at12:30,I

drovetotherestauranthesaidweshouldmeet

atandorderedusdrinks.

Me:Willjuicebefine?

Mzwa:Yes.Absolutely.Congratulationson

beingMrsSomeone.

Ilaughed.

Me:ThanksMzwa.

Mzwa:Kananeloisagoodguy.



Ihadseenthemtalkacoupleoftimesbefore.

Me:he'sgreat.

Mzwa:Lookatyoublushing.

Igiggled.

Me:Sorry..

Mzwa:Itsokay.Listen,Ineedyoutotellme

who'sBanele'sbabydaddy.

Me:Aren'tyouSphume'sdad?

Heshookhishead.

Mzwa:MymotheralwayssuspecteditandI

thoughtshewasjustbeingdramaticcozshe

doesn'tlikeBanelesotoshutupIhadtests

done.

Me:Whydidn'tyouaskBanele?

Mzwa:Idid.Sheclaimsyourhusbandisher

babydaddy.

Alltheifs
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Me:areyouserious?

Mzwa:Very.

Me:Whatiswrongwiththatgirl?

Mzwa:Didsomethinghappenbetweenyou?

Me:Shetriedtopoisonmyfood

Mzwa:what?

Me:Sheconfessedthatshe'sjealousofme

Mzwa:Sothismightnotevenbetrue.

Me:Iguesswe'llhavetofindout.

Mzwa:Willyoutakeitfromhere?

Inodded.

Me:ThanksMzwa.

Mzwa:don'tworryaboutit.Youlookgoodby

Theway.

Me:Thankyou.



Mzwa:Marriagelifeistreatingyouwell?

Me:Itis.

Mzwa:let'sjustmakethislunch?

Me:Okaycool.

HecalledtheWaitertobringthemenus.

Mzwa:Andwhydidn'tIgetaninvite?

Me:IaskedBaneletotellyouandIsentyoua

text.

Mzwa:badwaytogoaboutitandIwasoutof

town..Workstuff.

Me:wellyouowemeagift

Mzwa:Ikneethatwascoming.You'llgetyour

giftbutI'mgladyoufoundabitofhappiness

nowT.

Me:Hey!

Mzwa:Iknowthestrugglesyouwentthrough.

Youdeserveit.



Me:ThanksMzwa.

Mzwa:Andhow'syourlittlesisterdoing?

Me:she'sokay.

Mzwa:ifyoutwoarefine.I'mhappy.

Weplacedourordersandspokeaboutgeneral

stuff..IhadfuncatchingupwithhimandIwent

backtothehouseafterlunch,gotthereat

around14:15

Me:Baby?

Kana:Hey.Youokay?

Me:Iam.What'sup?

Kana:I'mgoingtobebacklatetoday.

Me:Oh?

Kana:Yesmylove.

Me:Workstuff?

Kana:Yes



Me:Okay.

Kana:Willyoubefine?

Me:Iwillbe.

Kana:didyougotothedoctor?

Me:No.I'llbefine.

Kana:Babypleasejust...

Me:Kananelostopit.I'mFine.

Kana:OkayI'msorry.

Me:I'llseeyoulaterokay?

Kana:Okaybaby.

Me:Iloveyou.

Kana:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihungup,Ihadalotofquestions.Whatif

Sphumewashis?Whatifhewasbeing

blackmailed?Whatifhisrealfrustrations

weren'tworkedrelated?Ihadalotof"whatifs"I

curleduponthecouchandsleptagain.Iwas



wokenupbyTshepang.

Me:Isschooloutyet?Whattimeisit?

Tshepang:Tuesdaysschoolsends13:30.It's

14:50bytheway.

Me:Oh.

Tshepang:youneedtotakemetoPalesa's.

Me:Why?

Tshepang:Wehavingastudysession..Itold

you

Me:Ohyes.Areyourbagspacked?

Tshepang:notyet.

Me:youknowyoucouldhaveeasilypackedlast

night,tookyourbagwithtoschoolandinstead

ofcomingbackhere....

Tshepang:Iknow.Ijustwantedtoseeyousis.

Me:Really?

Shenodded.



Me:wellthatsverysweetofyou.

Tshepang:areyoufine?Youlooksick

Me:justtired.

Tshepang:makessense..wecamebackpretty

latelastnight.

Me:thattoo.GopackandI'lltakeyoutoLesa's.

Tshepang:Okaysis.

ShewenttoherbedroomandIwenttoour

bathroomtofreshenup,Iwaitedforherto

finishpackingandweleft.

Me:behave.

Tshepang:Ialwaysdo.

Me:Good.

WhenwegottoPalesa's,Iwentinwithher,

spentabout30minuteswithPalesa'smumand

wentbacktothehousetocurluponthebed

thistimearoundandIwatchedTV..Kananelo



arrivedat18:30.

Kana:Baby.

Me:Hey.Didn'tyousayyouworkinglate?

Kana:Idid.Wemanagedtoworkthingsout

afterourcallandJohnsonispleased.

Me:That'sgood.

Kana:Areyougood?

Me:CanItalktoyou?

Kana:Okay.

Hesatdown.

Kana:BabyIseverythingfine?

Me:Ineedyoutobehonestwithmeokay?

Kana:Okay.

Me:youknowhowthisworksright?

Kana:Wecommunicate.

Me:Yes..soIgotacallfromMzwandilethis



morning.

Kana:Ncube?

Me:Yes.

Kana:okay.

Me:AndheaskedifwecouldmeetsoIwent

thereandhetoldmethatHisdaughterisn'this.

Kana:thedaughterhehaswithBanele?

Me:Yes.

Kana:okaysohewantedyoutotellhimwho

thebabydaddyis?

Me:yeswellsortof.

Kana;Younotmakinganysense.

Me:Baneleclaimsyouarethebabydaddy.

Helaughed.

Kana:I'msorry..what?

Me:Haveyoueverhadsexualrelationswithher?



Kana:babyareyouseriousrightnow?

Me:babyIjusthadtoask.Imean,youcame

backfrustratedlastnight,youmadelovetome

asifyouwereangryatsomeoneandyoudon't

likehersowhenMzwatoldmeIjustcompletely

switched

Kana:WorkiswhatfrustratedmeandI

apologizedforhurtingyouthismorning..BabyI

can'tstandyourexfriend..Fromagesago.All

I'veeversaidtoherwas"hi"nothingelse.

Me:Ijusthadtoaskbaby

Kana:andIunderstandthat,letmedothis.

Hepassedmehisphone.

Kana:pleasecallMzwaandtellhimtoget

Baneletohishouse,heshouldnttellherthatwe

coming.

Me:Okay

IcalledMzwawhilehechanged.



Kana:and?

Me:hesaidinanhour

Kana:okay.IknowyoutoldmetonotfussbutI

gotyoupills.

Me:Youaresofussy.

Kana:Icausedthepain,letmeeaseit.

Me:WellI'lltake2beforeweleave

Kana:Andweshouldleavenow..babycomeon.

Me:Dowehaveto?

Kana:Ihavetosettherecordstraight..Idon't

havetimetoentertainbullshit.

Hesaiditwithalotofdisgust.Ichangedinto

myshoes,tookthepillsandweleft.Whenwe

gotthereBanelewassurprised.verysurprised.

Banele:whataretheydoinghere?

Mzwa:Icalledthemhere..youhavebabydad's

issuesdon'tyou?



Wesatdown.

Kana:haveIeversleptwithyou?

Banele:I...I...

Kana:Yesorno

Banele:No.

Mzwa:Soyoulied?

Banele:Yes

Me:who'sSphume'sdad?

Banele:That'snoneofyourbusiness.

Me:Wellitisnowcozyoudraggingmyhusband

andmymarriageintoyourshittylife!Nowan

innocentsoulissufferingcozofyou.Whatis

wrongwithyou!

Banele:Nothing'swrongwithmeandIwon't

stopuntilyoubackonthesamelevelasme

again.

Kana:AndI'llstopatnothingtomakesureyou



loseeverylittlethingyouthinkyouhave,ifyou

don'tstopyourchildishgames.Tryme!
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Me:It'stimetowakeup!

Thiswasthemorningafterwehadameetingat

Mzwa's.

Kana:I'mnotgoingtowork.

Me:Really?

Iwasexcited.Ididn'tevenknowwhy.

Kana:yesbaby.

Me:WellI'mglad.

Kana:Comecloser.

Iwrappedmylegaroundhiswaistandcuddled

upclosetohischest.

Kana:That'sit.Nowwesleep.I'mverytired.It's

still5:30?



Me:5:31

Hegiggled.Hewasstillverysleepythough.

Kana:Babylet'sjustsleep.

Me:Okay.

Webothfellasleepagainandwokeupat

around9:30.

Kana:Goodmorning.

Me:Heybaby.

Kana:Sleptwell?

Me:Idid.

Kana:Howdoyoufeelafterwhathappened

yesterday?

Me:Idon'tknowreally.IsBanelementally

disturbed?

Kana:Baneleisjealous..Thereisnomental

disturbancethere.Sheisjustshowingyouher

truecolorsnow.Ithappensyouknow?



Me:Really?

Henodded.

Kana:shedidn'tthinkyou'dgethereandnow

shedoesn'tknowhowtodealwithitsoshe's

doingallshecantoruinitforyou.

Me:baby,letsnottalkaboutthisanymore.

Kana:Okaythen.

Me:Weshouldprobablygobrushourteeth.

Kana:youshouldprobablyletmesnackonyou

first.

Me:Ohno.

Kana:Ohyes.

Hekissedmeandgotmeunderhim,snacked

onmetillItoldhimtostopcozIcouldn'ttakeit

anymore.

Kana:DidIhurtyourribcage?

Me:No.Ijustthinkyouarebeast



Kana:AmI?

Me:Youare.

Kana:Good..Itmeansyouwon'tgohunting...

Ilaughed.

Me:Iwouldnever.

Kana:Babyareyousureyoufine?

Me:Iambabywhy?

Kana:Youhavenobeenokaysinceyesterday.

Me:I'mjustreallytired.Ithinktheexhaustionis

onlytakingovernow.

Kana:CanItakeyoutothedoctor?Don'tsayno.

Me:Fine.

Kana:Thankyou.

Wetookabathtogether,wentdowntohave

breakfastandwewenttothedoctor.

Kana:Yougoinginaloneright?



Me:no..come.

Kana:Okayfine.

Webothwentin.Sheranafewtests,including

pregnancytest,tookmyBPetc.Thepregnancy

testcamebacknegative.Iknewthatthough

cozInevereverforgottogetmyshot.Ialways

madesureitwasplannedout.

Dr:okayyouNeedtorest.

Kana:What'swrongwithher?

Dr:Sheisdehydratedandherbloodpressureis

reallylow.Youjustneedtorest.

Iwasgladwhenwefinallywenthomeandmy

husbandwasnursefortheday,hemademe

mushroomsoup,mademedrinkalotofwater.

Kana:Babe.

Me:Love.

Kana:youknowwehaveourhoneymoonthis

weekendright?



Me:Iknowyes.

Kana:soTshepang?

Me:IspoketoPalesa'smum.Shesaidshecan

staytheretillweback.

Kana:Okaybutitwouldbenicetotakeherwith.

Me:onourhoneymoon?

Kana:yes.

Me:No.

Kana:okayfine..I'llsendherandPalesa

somewhereforthenextholidays.

Me:youmeantheDecemberholidays?

Kana:Yes..

Me:justthetwoofthem?

Kana:Andtwooftheirfriends.

Me:Where?

Kana:We'llsendthemtoDurban.



Me:I'mnotsureaboutthat.

Kana:Mom!We'llobviouslyhaveaguardianto

takethem

Ilaughed.

Me:Don'tcallme"mom!"

Kana:youbehavelikeone.

Me:I'vebeenonetoherforthepast7years.

Kana:Iknowbaby.Itstimeforyoutolivenow.

Me:amInotliving?

Kana:No.

Me:howamIsupposetolive?

Kana:Whenlastdidyougoout?

Me:Ilastwentoutwithyoutothemovies.

Kana:Imeanpartying.

Me:Ican'tremember.

Kana:Exactly.



Me:WellIcan'tjustdecideI'mgoingout.

Kana:Who'sstoppingyou?

Me:I'vegotahouseholdtorunnow.

Kana:Fairenoughbutthat'snotaverygood

excuse.

Me:Okaybaby,I'mnotthepartyingtype.

Kana:Ifigured.

Me:soI'mokaywiththedinners,picnics,

lunchesandmovies.

Kana:Really?

Me:Yes.

Kana:WellokayIfyoufeelthatway..

Me:Ido.

Kana:okaythenbaby.

Me:areyouhungry?

Kana:Don'tgetup



Me:Whynot?

Kana:CozJamesishere.

Me:Iwantedtoprepareyousomethingtoeat.

Kana:Jamesispreparinglunch..

Me:youknowyoumarriedmenotJamesright?

Kana:YouknowIdidn'tmarryyousoyoucould

cleanupafterme,cookformeandbasicallybe

myslaveyouknow?

Me:WellI'myoursexslave.

Kana:don'tmakeitsoundsobad.

Me:Iwasn'tmakingitsoundbad.Iwasjust

saying..

Kana:isitabadthingthatIlikemakingloveto

mywife?

Me:IwasjustsayingBaby.

Kana:Isitabadthing?

Me:No..



Kana:Ithoughtitwas.

Me:no.

Kana:youstillstressedaboutyour

grandparents?

Me:Istillfeelbad

Kana:Iwouldtoo.Youareaterriblegrandchild.

Me:Didyoujustsaythattome?

Kana:Itsthetruth.

Me:Don'tmakefeelsobad.

Kana:I'mnotmakingyoufeelbad..

Me:I'llgoseethem..Anywaywhotoldyou

aboutthegrandparents?

Kana:Tshepangmentionedit.

Me:Thatloudmouth..

Kana:shesaidyoufeltbad.

Me:WellIdo.



Kana:whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Youfellasleep

Kana:ohyes.

Me:Nowyouaterriblehusband.

Helaughedandweimmediatelyheardthedoor

bell

Kana:I'llgogetit.

Me.Okaybaby.

Hedidandminuteslater,Iheardhismum's

voice.

K"smum:sowhywasn'tIinvitedtoseethis

house?

Kana:Itsnotyoursma.

K"smum:Kananelo!

Kana:Noreally.I'mnot10anymore.Idonthave

torunthingspastyou.

K'smum:Sorude..where'syourwife?



Kana:I'mtakingyoutoherma.

K'smum:OhHeyTshiamo.

Me:Dumelamama.

Igotuptohugher.

K'smum:Areyousick?

Me:I'llbefine..

K'smum:Ohgoodthen.

Kana:What'sthatsupposetomean?

K'smum:I'mheretofetchher..shehastogoto

Lehurutsheforherbridalduties.
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Kanalookedatme,lookedathismotherand

laughed.

K'smum:Kananelo!

Me:Babystopit



Hefounditamusing.

Kana:Okaysorry....whatdidyousayma?

K'smum:Tshiamoneedstoreportto

Lehurutsheforherbridalduties

Kana:whichTshiamo?

K'smum:ThisTshiamo.

Me:Baby...

K'smum:Nobaby.Holdon.

Ikeptquiet.

Kana:mywife?

K'smum:Yes

Kana:mywife'snotgoingtothebundustocook

for15familymemberseveryday,washforthem,

doallthatnonsenseyouwanthertodo.

K'smum:LehurutsheisnottheBundus.

Kana:Itfeelslikeit



K'smum:Itstradition.

Kana:Whosetradition?

K'smum:OurtraditionKananelo.

Kana:Welltellyourtraditionmakerstoforgetit!

Mywife'snotgoingbackintime.Thenerveyou

havema!Youareliterallytellingmetogiveyou

mywifesoyoucantakehertotheNorthwest

soyoucanturnherintoaslave?

K'smum:Whyareyoulikethis?

Kana:Cozshe'smywife!

Me:Kananelo...

Ifinallysaidsoftly.

Kana:Tshiamo.Notnow.

Hewasangryathismother.

K'smum:Wellthefamilyiswaiting.

Kana:Tellthemtogetonthenearestmountain

andjump.



K'smum:Kananelo!

Kana:I'mdone.Doyouwantsomethingtodrink?

K'smum:Nonsense!I'mleaving..

Kana:okay

Me:Ma...

Kana:Tshiamolethergo.

Hismumgotupfromthecouchandsheleft.

Me:Whydidyoutalktoherlikethat?

Kana:Tshiamo,don'tgetonmynervestoo.

Heturnedtostartwalking...

Me:I'mtalkingtoyou.Kananelo!

Hestoppedandturned.

Kana:Openyoureyes!Theyaretryingtomake

yousuffer!

Me;Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Kana:Thishasyouraunt'sname!Wedon'thave



"bridalduty"things.Wedon'tpracticethat.So

whyshouldyoubethefirsttodoit?Whywait

forover4weeks?Imeanyouweresupposeto

godoyourbridaldutiesrightafterthewedding

right?

Hemadesense.

Me:Iguessyoumakesense.

Kana:Younotgoinganywhere.

Me:okay.

Kana:Nowpleaserest.

Me:Ididn'tlikehowyouspoketoyourmother

Kana:I'llapologize

Me:Andapologizetometoo.

Kana:I'msorryBaby.

Me:Youshouldgetonyourknees

HedidandIgiggled.

Kana:I'mverysorryMrsTefo.



Me:nochocolate?NoFlowers?Nothing.

Kana:WellI'vegotkisses.

Me:OhnoI'llpass.

Helaughed.

Kana:Iwon'tbite..

Me:Damnrightyouwon't!Youcangetupnow.

Hegotupandpulledablanketovermeagain.

Me:It's28°Coutside.Willyoustoppullingthis

overme!

Kana:It'slight..

Me:Doesn'tmatterbaby.

Kana:OkayI'msorry.

Hetookitoff.

Me:Butthanksforbeingagreatnursethough.

Kana:husbandduties.

Me:Youdoingthemquitewell.



Kana:AsIshould.

Ismiled.

Kana:packedandreadytogo?

Me:Readytogoyes!Packedno.

Kana:Well...

Myphonerang.

Me:sorrybaby.

Kana:Itsokay.

Iquicklyansweredit.

Me:MsNombudear.

Nombu:MsTshiadear,mindopeningthegate

forme?

Me:inasecond.

Nombu:Okay.

Ihungup.

Me:Nombu'satthegate.



Kana:okay.

Hegotuptoopenit.

Kana:Goshe'sHeretotakeyoufromme?

Me:Basically.

Kana:Wow.

Minuteslater,Nombucamein.

Nombu:Thehubsterishere.HelloK.

Kana:Nombuhowareyou?

Theyhugged.

Nombu:I'mokay.Howareyou?

Kana:I'mfine..how'sSthedoing?

Nombu:Workinghard.Asalways.

Kana:Youmakeitsoundlikeitsabadthing.

Nombu:Wellitis.Maketimeforyourwives!I

meanreallyhowdoyou...

Kana:Okay,Baby,I'llbeintheentertainment



room.

Nombu:RunKana.

Igiggled.

Me:Nombuleavemyhusbandalone!

Kana:Thankyoubaby.Havefunladies.

HelefttheroomandNombusatdown.

Nombu:Tshia,areyoufine?

Me:I'mfineapparentlymyBPislow.

Nombu:really?Willyoubeabletogoonyour

honeymoon?

Me:weleavetomorrow.

Nombu:WellIgotyousomethingforthat.

ShegavemeThegiftbagshehad.Lingerieand

cuffs

Nombu:Havefun.

Me:Iwill.Thankyou.



Isaidgiggling.

Nombu:areyousureyoufinemybabe?

Me:Iamfinemybabe

Nombu:Yousure?I'mnotstaying.Ijustcame

todroptheseoffforyou.Ineedtogocook

Sherolledhereyes.

Me:babeareyoufine?

Nombu:let'ssavethatforlunchafteryour

honeymoonokay?Goenjoyyourself.

Me:AndI'llvideocallyoueveryhour.

Nombu:I'llmakesureIrejectedyourcallscoz

theonlythingyoushouldbedoingonyour

honeymoonisyourhusband.

Ilaughed.

Me:Nombuyouaresomethingelse.

Nombu:Iknow.Comewalkmeout.Iwantthat

bottle.



Me:Youwantthatbottleofwhiskey?

Nombu:Yes.

Me:Takeit..butdrinkitwhenyougethome.

Withyourhusband.

Nombu:Finemum.TellKananelo.Isaidbye

Me:Okay.Iwill.

Iwalkedheroutandwatchedasshedroveout.

Iwentbacktofindmyhusband..wewatchedTV

till20:00andwhenKanagotacalltoopenthe

gate.

Kana:Come.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Kana:Babyletsgotothegate.

Ifollowedhimout.ItwashisElders.His3aunts,

2unclesandMother.

Kana:Youback?

Aunt1:wehavetotakeher.



Kana:Okay.

Heletthedogsout.

Kana:Cometakeher.

Aunt2:Kananelo...

Kana:Isaidcometakeher!Iswearifyoudont

jumpoverthatelectricfencetocometakeher.

Imopeningthegate.Forthelasttime

now...Comeandtakeher
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Me:Kananelojust...

Kana:BabyI'mnottellingyoutokeepquiet

again.

Me:Okay.

Iwasdefeated.

Aunt3:Kananelo!

Kana:Aren'tyouclimbingover?



K'smum:KananeloopentheGate!

Kana:Okay.

Iquicklysnatchedtheremotecozthebulls

werealreadybarking.Readytoattack.

Kana:Giveitback!

Me:Stopit!

Kana:Tellthemtoleavethen..

Me:elderspleaseleave.

Aunt1:Withoutyou?

Me:yesRakgadi.Myhusbandisagainstme

goingtoLehurutshe

Uncle:itsnotuptoyourhusband.

Me:I'mhiswife.

K'smum:Ao?Didyouforgethowyoutwogot

married?Itwasallbecauseofme!

Kana:andI'veshownalotofappreciationbut

youneedtoacceptthatyourroleinthis



marriagehasbeenplayed.Youallneedtogo

now.Babycome!

HetookmyhandandIwalkedbacktothe

houseunwillingly.Isatonthecouchandhesat

ontheoneoppositemeandstartedswitching

channels.

Me:Don'tyoueverdothatagain!Thoseare

yourelders!

Kana:Doyouseeevidenceofthatintheway

theybehave?

Me:Kananelo...

Kana:doyou?

Me:That'snotthepoint!

Kana:thenwhatis?

Me:Youshouldhavetreatedthemwithrespect!

Kana:Wellgopackyourbagsandfollowthem

toLehurutshethen.I'mtryingtoprotectyou

fromthemcozIknowwhat'sgoingtohappen



andhereyouareattackingmeforit!

Me:I'mnotattackingyouinanyway,Iwas

just...youknowwhat!Nevermind.

IwasgettingdizzyandIdidn'twanttoargue

anyfurther.

Me:I'mgoingtopack.

AsIgotup,Ifellbackonthecouchagainand

hejumpeduptohelpmerestonthecouch

again.Heliftedmylegsupandfixedthe

cushionandpillowIwasleaningon.

Me:I'mfine..

Kana:YouNot..

Me:Kana,IsaidI'mfine.

Kana:Thisisnoton.Here.

IdrankupthewaterhepassedmeandItook

thepillsafterwards.Ihadneverfeltthatway.It

justputmeoff.Hekepthiseyesonmefora

fewminuteswaitingformetosaysomething.



Me:I'mokay.

Kana:Stoplyingtome.

Me:I'mnotlyingtoyou.

Kana:I'mtakingyoutothehospital.

Me:KananeloIsaidI'mfine.

Kana:I'mtakingyoutothehospital.

Hewenttogetthecaroutandcamebackto

getme.

Me:Idon'tknowWhyyoufussing..

Kana:maybecozyoumywife.

Me:I'llbefine.

Hegotmein,gotintohisseatandtookmeto

thehospital.DidtheadminandIwasshortlyin

thedoctor'sroomwhoalsoranalotoftests.

Dr:Yourbloodpressureisfluctuating.We

keepingyouforthenight..

Me:noI'llbefine.Ifeelfine..



Dr:younotfine.

Iwasadmittedshortly.Ihatedhospitals.Alot.

Me:Ihateyou..

Kana:Forsavingyourlife?

Ididn'tanswerhim.

Kana:What'sstressingyouout?

Me:nothing.

Kana:Babytalktome.

Me:IthinkwhatI'vebeenthroughisonlygetting

tomenow

Kana:I'mwithyounow.You'llnevergothrough

thatagain.

Me:Iknowbaby

Kana:Youneedtorest.

Me:Yousleepingonthatcouch?

Kana;Yes



Me:ThebedisbigenoughforyouandI.

Kana:isit?

Me:Come.

ThewardwasverywarmcozIhadsaidIwas

feelingcoldandhehadbeensmartenoughto

grabawarmblanketbeforeweleftforthe

hospitalsowewereprettywarm.

Kana:WouldIbekickedoutfortryingtogetit

onwithyouhere?

IlaughedcozIknewhewasjustbeingstupid.

HehatedhospitalsasmuchasIdid.

Kana:Stillhateme?

Me:no.

Kana:I'msorryaboutthelittleargumentwehad

Me:I'malsosorry

Kana:justtryingtoprotectyou.

Me:IknowbabyandIappreciatethat.



Kana:wegood?

Igiggled.

Me:Morethangood.Youcannowhelpmeget

outofhere.

Helaughed.

Kana:wearesleepinghere.

Me:wehavetoleavetomorrow..

Kana:Ourflightleavesat15:00

Me:wellokay..

Kana:Relax.

Me:I'mtrying..

Kana:Tryharder.

Me:fine.Fine.

Wefellasleepshortly,wellIdidcozthe

medicationwasstartingtotakefullcontrolof

mybody.WhenIwokeup,Kanawasinclean

clothesandhadmyovernightbagnexttohim.



Kana:Heybeautiful.

Me:heyCaramel.

Hechuckledandcametokissme.

Me:Whendidyouleave?

Kana:ataround5am.Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Betterthanyesterday.Thanksforbringing

methebag..

Kana:IwokeIdidn'tpickWhatyouwon'tlike.I

settledfortracksuits.

Me:andyourshirt?

Kana:no.

Me:Thenyoushouldgobackhomeandgetit.

Helaughed.

Kana:nothappening.

Me:badhusband..

Kana:Yeahright!



HehelpedmegetoffthebedandIwenttothe

bathroomtofreshenup.Ijustchangedintomy

tracksuitstoshowthedoctorthatIwasnt

planningonsleepinganothernight.Iforcedthe

terriblefooddownmythroatandat10:30,Iwas

discharged.Whenwegothome,westarted

packingandlaterleft.Anamazingweekend.It

washeavenonearth.Ispentmostofmytime

nakedcozsomeonewouldn'tletmerest.He

wascarefulenoughtonothurtmyribcageandI

enjoyedeveryminuteofourpassionatelove

makingcozitgotbettereverytime!Itwasmind

blowing.Mybodywashis.Hejusttook

ownershipanddidwhateverhewantedtodo

whenitsuitedhim.Iwasfinewithitreally.On

Monday,weflewbackin.Gothomeataround

21:00andjustslept.ImissedTshepangand

Nombuthough.OnTuesday,hedecidedtotake

meoutforbreakfastandabitofgrocery

shopping..snackshoppingtobespecific,he

filledthetrolleywithallsortsofjunkfood.



Whenwegothome,Mirriam,oneofthehelpers,

waswithKananelo'smum

Kana:Ma,I'mnotinthemoodtofightwithyou

please.Whatareyoudoinghere?Igaveyou

yourallowancedidn'tI?

K'smum:I'mnotHeretofightwithyou..

Kana:Then?

K'smum:Icametoapologize.

Kana:Oh?

K'smum:Yes

Kana:ma,whatisit?

K'smum:CeliaandIhavebeenblackmailing

eachother.

Kana:whatdoesshehaveonyou?

K'smum:Fraud.

Kana:Fraud?

K'smum:Ididafewthingsinthepast.



Kana:whatthings?

K'smum:Ihavebeenhelpingpeoplegetthings

thatwerentrightfullytheirs.

Me:Whatareyousayingma?Ismymother's

houseoneofthosethings?

K'smum:Yes.Ihelpedhergetthat.

Kana:Andwhatdoyouhaveagainsther?

Shekeptquiet

Kana:mama!

K'smum:shekilledyourparentsTshia.
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Ifeltmyheadspinning.Ihadalwayssuspected

itbutIalwaysletitslide.Ifeltmybloddboiland

IturnedtoKananelo'smother.

Me:I'msorrywhat?



K'smum:yourparentsweregoingtomakeit.

Theyweregoingtobefinecoztheinjuries

weren'tsobad.

Me:Shewenttofinishthemoff?

K'smum:Yes.

Me:How?.

K'smum:shesuffocatedthem.

Ifeltthetearsonmycheeks..myownmother's

sisterhadkilledher.Herownfleshandblood.

Shehadkilledhertogetthingsthatdidn't

belongtoher.thingsshehadneverworkeda

dayfor.ShemademyownsisterandIsufferall

becauseofwhat?Money,carsandahouse?!

Howcruelcouldoneget?Whatkindofan

animalwasshe?Iquicklywipedthetearsoff

myface.

Kana:soyouareanaccomplice

K'smum:Kananelopleaseunderstand



Kana:There'snothingtounderstand.

K'smum:I'msorry

Kana:Really?

K'smum:Imeanit

Ihadnowords

Me:CanIbeexcused?

Kana:Baby...

Me:Please.Ijustwanttobealone

Kana:Okay

Iwentuptothebathroom.andIjustlockedthe

door,IcriedtillIfeltmyvoicefade.Iwasnt

screamingbutIcouldfeelmyvoicecrackand

fade.Couldn'tmumfight?Couldn'tTshepang's

dadfight?Howdidshepullitoff?Ihadalotof

questionsbutIhadnoonetoanswerthemum.

Theculpritwasinthehouseoftheonesshe

killed.WhenIfinallygotthestrengthtogetup

fromthefloorabout30minuteslater,Iwashed



myfaceandwhenIleftthevisitor'sbathroom

togotomybedroom,Kanawasinthebedroom

waitingforme.

Kana:Here

Itwasmypillsandabottleofwater.Islowly

tookthemanddrankup.

Kana:Areyoufine?

Ishookmyhead.Hewasaskingastupid

question

Me:Where'syourmum?

Kana:Sheleft.

Me:Okay.

Kana:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Areyouseriouslyaskingmethat?

Kana:Ireallydon'tknowwhattosaytoyou

baby.

Me:maybeyoushouldn'tsayanythingatall



then.

Kana:Ohokay.

Hegotupfromthecouchandlefttheroom..I

cureduponthebedandputmyheaddown.I

onlygotupwhenIheardTshepang'svoiceand

thatwasataround16:30.

Tshepang:Heysis.

Shewasinahappymood

Me:Heyyou..

Tshepang:Yougood?

SheandKanaweremakingmilkshakesinthe

kitchen.

Me:I'mokay.

Tshepang:didyougetmeanything?

Me:Yes.Itsinyourbedroom.

Tshepang:Ohthankyouverymuch.

Me:itsapleasure.HadfunatPalesa's?



Tshepang:Alotactually.

Me:I'mgladyoudid.

Tshepang:AndI'mgladyouhadfunonyour

honeymoon.

Me:Idid..

Tshepang:letmegoseemygift.I'llbeback

Abut'Kananelo.

Kana:Okaynanas.

Sheleftus.

Kana:Milkshake?

Me:I'mfine.

Kana:sure?

Inodded.

Me:I'msorry.

Kana:For?

Me:SpeakingtoyouthewayIdidinthe



bedroom.

Kana:ShootamanforcaringBaby.

Me:I'mreallysorry.

Hekeptquietandgavemeamilkshakeanyway

Kana:Itwasmadewithlove..hopeitwillmake

youfeelbetter

Itookasip.

Me:Ittastesgood.

Kana:ThinkIshouldopenamilkshakebusiness?

Igiggled.

Me:No..

Kana:waybetter..

Me:Whatis?

Kana:seeingasmile.

Me:I'mtrying.

Kana:areyougoingtotellTshepang?



Me:doyouthinkIshould?

Kana:no..shehasfinalexamscomingupIdon't

thinkyoushould.

Me:Ever?

Kana:Tillshe'soldenough.

Me:Iguessyouright

Kana:Goingtohaveherarrested?

Me:doIhaveenoughevidence?

Kana:Maybe.

Me:Maybenot.

Kana:I'lltalktoourlawyer

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Weshouldprobablylettheuniversedeal

withthisaswell.

Kana:Yougivetheuniversealotofcreditdon't

you?



Me:Baddeedscatchupwithus.

Kana:that'strue

Me:SoI'lljustlettheuni....

"Thankyousomuch"

WewereinterruptedbyagratefulTshepang.

Me:Likethem?

Tshepang:Ohyes.Can'twaittorockthese

dresses

Me:dothemost.

Tshepang:CanIhavemymilkshake?Idon't

wanttobethecandleholder

Welaughed

Me:Yourtimewillcome.

Kana:I'llkillthatboy.Younotsupposetodate

untilyou35,

Tshepang:Haaa!.



Kana:Rules

Tshepang:Unfairrules..

Kana:You'llthankmelater.

Welaughedagainandsheleftus.

Kana:Totheuniverse?

Me:Yes.I'lljustleaveittotheuniverse.Ican't

sayI'mnothurtthough

’Kana:YouandIboth.Youthinkyouknow

someoneandthentheyjustproveyouwrong.

Me:Areyoutalkingaboutyourmum?

Kana:Yes

Me:Sheprobablyhadherreasons

Kana:Greedyandselfishreasons.Idon't

condonecriminalacts.

Me:Didyouaskwhy?

Kana:I'mnotinterested.



'Me:Soyouwanttogetherarrested?

Kana:That'stotallyuptoher.She'llseehowshe

dealswithCelia.

Me:Iguessso.

Itriedtoaviodthetruthbutitkeptmeupthe

entirenight.IwasHappywhenthesunrosecoz

IknewIwasgoingtogetdistractedabiteven

thoughitwouldstickatthebackofmymind

thatmyparentswerekilledbyaselfishold

bitch.IdroppedTshepangoffatschooland

Kanawasbackwork.Iforcedhimtogo.Iwent

backtochangeandhadafewerrandstorun.

TshepanghadextralessonssoIhadtoldherto

useanuberbackhome,Kanagothome30

minutesearlierthanhisusualtime.Hewason

thephone.

Kana:SuresureErnest....sharp.

Hehungup.

Kana:heybaby.



Me:hey.

Kana:ThatwasErnest?

Me:Theonethatlivestwohousesawayfrom

thehousethatCeliastolefromus?

Kana:yes.Hesaysthehouseburntdown.They

can'tevenrecognizewhat'swhat.

Me:oh?

Kana:Youruniverseworkedforyou.

Me:mypetrolandmatchboxworkedforme.
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Kana:Wait...Whatdoyoumean?

Me:ItmeansIwenttogetpetrolandmatches

thensetthehouseonfire.



Kana:Babyareyoudrunk?

Me:DoIlookdrunk?

Kana:Maybeyounotunderstandingwhatyou

saying.

Me:Iam.

Kana:Yousure?

Me:Iam.

Kana:Youburntthehousedown?

Me:What'ssodifficulttounderstand?

Kana:Didn'tyousaytheuniversewill...

Me:IchangedMymind.

Kana:Babyhaveyouanyideahowmuch

troubleyoucouldgetin?

Me:Idon'tcare.

Kana:Didanyoneseeyou?

Me:Iusedthegateattheback.



Kana:Oh!

Me:Sonoonesawmeifthat'swhatyou

stressedabout.

Kana:Soyouproudofwhatyoudid?

Me:IthinkIdeserveanaward.

Heshookhishead.

Kana:Babyisthisyoutalkingorisitthehurt?

I'mgettingworriednow.

Me:whatIdidwastherapeutic.Imfinenow.

Kana:Tshia,you...

Me:ItoldJamestonotstressaboutdinner.

Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Kana:Isthisyouterminatingtheconversation?

Me:Yesitis

Kana:okaythen.Anythingisfine.

Me:chickenitisthen.



Kana:I'mgoingtotakeashower.

Me:Havefun.

Hegotupfromthecouchandwenttothe

bathroom,Iheadedtothekitchentostart

cookingandminuteslater,thelittlesistercame

in.

Tshepang:Howdidyoumakeitthroughhigh

schoolagain?

Ilaughed

Me:Iheldon.

Tshepang:I'mlosingmygrip..

Me:Youbetternot.

Tshepang:Howareyousis?Youlookway

betterthanyoudidthismorning.

Me:Ifeelbetter

Tshepang:Didsomethingupsetyou?

Me:somethingdidbutitsovernow...



Tshepang:Iwonder.

Me:Keepwondering.

Shegrabbedabottleofwaterandacarrot.

Tshepang:IsAbhut'Kananelohome?

Me;Heis.

Tshepang:nice!Letmegochange.

Me:Dothat.Yourtutorisgoingtostartcoming

infromnextweek..

Tshepang:bestnewsever!

Me:Yes.I'llstopsleepinglatetoo.I'msohappy..

Shelaughed.

Tshepang:GoodsistersDon'tmind.

Me:I'vebeenyourteacherforyearsnow.From

Primary.Ineedtoretire.

Tshepang:yousortofdeservetherest.

Me:Ido



Tshepang:Youleavingagainthisweekright?

Me:Yep..

Tshepang:Yousoundsoenthusiastic.

Shewasbeingsarcastic.

Me:Iknowright?

Tshepang:canIgotoNtateLucas'forthe

weekendthen?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Tshepang:Butwhy?

Me:Idon'ttrustPriscilla.

Tshepang:I'llbeextracareful.

Me:I'llthinkaboutit.

Tshepang:Doyouhaveto?

Me:yes.

Tshepang:I'llbefine.

Me:IsaidI'llthinkaboutit



Tshepang;okayfine.

Me:Fine.

Tshepang:I'llbeinmyroom.

Me:DoThat

Shetookherbagandleftmetocontinuewith

mycooking.Igotacallfrommydad.

Me:speakofthefatherandthefathershallcall.

Helaughed

Dad:HowareyouLily?

Me:I'mokaydad.Howareyou?

Dad:I'mfine..listen,I'mtakingthethreeoutthis

weekend..ProbablytoMagalies.Iwashoping

Tshepangcouldtagalong.

Me:Andshejustaskedifshecouldcomethere

fortheweekend.IsaidthatI'llthinkaboutit

Dad:what'stheretothinkabout?

Me:Idon'ttrustyourwife.



Dad:Fairenoughbutmywifewillnotbecoming

withus.

Me:Okaythen

Dad:whenareyouandKanagoingawaywith

yourfriends?

Me:Fridaymorning.

Dad:we'llComefetchTshepangtomorrow.

Me:okaydad..

Dad:isthatFine?

Me:Itsokay

Dad:Seeyoutomorrowthen

Me:Byedad.Loveyou.

Dad:Hey,beforeyouhangup,Iheardyour

mum'shousewasleftinashes.

Me:Iheardtoo.

Dad:Youhaveanythingtodowithit?



Me:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Dad:Itmeansdidyoufinallyseeitfittogetyour

revengeonyouraunt?

Me:Nodad

Dad:Ihopenotcozyoushouldgetintotrouble

forthis.

Me:Don'tworry.

Dad:Okaythen.

Me:Okaydad

Dad:loveyoutoobaby.

Me:Loveyoudad.Bye

Iquicklyhungupandcontinuedcooking.Iwas

hopingnothingwoulddisturbmenow..Iwanted

topayattentiontowhatIwasdoingbutIhada

husbandwholovedbeingaroundme.

Kana:Someoneatthegate..wanttoanswer?

Idid.



Me:Yes?

Aunt:Pleaseletusin.

Me:Okay.

Iopenedupforthem.

Kana:Whoisit?

Me:CeliaandLerato.

Kana:youletthemin?

Me:Yessir.Let'saccommodatethehomeless

foranightorso.Theycanusethecaravan.

Kana:Youaresomethingelse.

Me:Iknowbaby.

Wewaitedforthedoorbellandwhentheyfinally

cameinwithovernightbagsasIhadsuspected

theywould,Kanawelcomedthem.

Aunt:Iknowyousaid...

Me:It'sOkayMamogolo,Ernestcalledandtold

uswhathappened.



Shelookedlikeshewasintears.SowasLerato.

Me:I'llmakeyousomethingtodrink..

Lerato:thankyou.

Me:I'llaskTshepangtotakeyourbagstothe

caravan

AuntC:ThankyouTshiamo.ThankyouKana

Kana:Sure.

Me:wasthehouseinsured?

AuntC:Luckilyyes.

Me:That'sbetter.

IcalledTshepangtohelpthemtakethebagsto

thecaravanwhileImadethemteaandfinished

cooking.Iwasverycivil.Isympathizedwith

them.TshepangandKanawerewereshocked

butkeptCool..weallwenttobedat21:00and

thenextmorning,Kanadecidedtotake

TshepangtoschoolandImademyguests

breakfast..



Me:Morning..

Lerato:Goodmorning.

Me:Sleptwell?

Aunt:Wedid..thankyou.

Me:Breakfast.

Aunt:ThanksTshiamo..

Me:It'sapleasure.ListenMamogolo.

Isatdown.

Me:Yourinsuranceisgoingtopayoutright?

Aunt:Yes.

Me:Andyougoingtobuildanotherhouse?

Aunt:Yes.Ihaveto.

Me:wellIhaveanidea.Whenyoubuildthat

house,makesurethetitledeedhasmyname

andTshepang'snameonit.

Aunt:Whatdoyoumean?



Me:Iknowyoukilledmymother.Iknowthat

yougotthathouseandmoneythrough

corruption,Iknoweverythingyoudid..Soeither

yougotojailoryoudotherightthing,whichis

buildTshepang'shouseandhandherthekeys

afterwards.

Aunt:Youdidallthatdidn'tyou?Yousetthe

houseonfire!

Me:NoIdidn't.Isetthebadmemoriesyou

createdinmymother'shouseonfire.Builda

newonesomysisterandIcancreatehappy

ones.I'llgetyouashackinthemeantimeand

don'tyoudaretrytogetsmartwithmecozif

youdo,you'llbethenextthinginashes.
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Me:Finisheatingandleavemyhouse!

Lerato'smouthhungopen.



Me:What?

Lerato:Whendidyougetthisevil?

Iignoredherandlookedathermother.

Me:Whydidyoukillmymother?

Hereyesquicklyshiftedfromme.

Me:Iwon'taskagain.

Aunt:Ididn'tkill...

Me:Whydidyoukillmymother!

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Yourownflesh!Yourownblood!Whatkind

ofananimalareyou?Whatkindofamonster

areyou?

Lerato:mymotherdidn't...

Me:Shutup!

Ithrewtheappleatherandsheducked.

Me:Shutthefuckup!



Shequicklyburiedherfaceinherplateoffood.

Me:Celiaareyougoingtoanswerme?

Shekeptquietagain.

Me:Okay.I'llgiveyoutwominutestothink

aboutit.

IcheckedmymessagesfromNombuandafter

Ifinishedplayingwithmyphone,Iputitdown.

Me:Why?

Aunt:Ididn'tmeanto.

Me:Thenwhy?

Aunt:Iwasjealousofher..

Me:Soyoudecidedtotakeherlife?

Aunt:Iwantedtohaveeverythingshehad..

Me:soyoudecidedtosnatchourmotherfrom

us?Froma16yearoldanda9yearold?

Shehadtearsonherface.



Me:Wipethatnonsenseoffyourface..

Shedid.

Me:Areyouhappy?

Sheshookherhead.

Me:Areyou?

Aunt:No

Me:Bringherbackthen

Aunt:Tshiamo...

Me:Ifyounothappywithwhatyoudidthen

bringherback.Haveyouanyideahowmuch

you'vehurtme?You'vecontinueddoingsoeven

afteryoukilledmymum!YoukilledTshiamo's

father!Youmademedropout!Youmademe

workwhileyourdaughtercontinuedenjoyher

life.Youmadeaslaveinmyownmother's

house!Haveyounoheart!Whatkindofa

personareyou!

Herfacewaswetter.



Me:Itoldyoutowipethatnonsenseoffyour

face.

Lerato:I'mnotgoingtosithereandletyoutalk

tomymotherlikethat!Enough!.

Me:Getout!Bothyouandyourmother.

Aunt:Tshiamo...

Me:Getout!.

Theyquicklygotupandleftmyhouse.I

watchedastheygottheirthingsfromthe

caravanandwalkedout.Iwenttotakeabath

andwenttomeetwithNombu..shewantedto

gobathingsuitshopping.

Nombu:niceenoughfortheisland?

Me:ItsjustwaterNombu.

Nombu:No.Sthemustseeme.

Igiggled.

Me:Heseesyoueveryday



Nombu:Youknow.whatImean.

Me:Areyoutwostillnotfine?

Nombu:Idon'tknow.

Me:He'llcomearound

Nombu:Hebringworkhome.

Me:Okaynothat'sbad.

Nombu:Yousee?

Me:NowIunderstandwhyyousomad.

Nombu:gettingany?

Me:Anywhat?

Nombu:Bathingsuits.

Me:Yougoingtoforcemetoanyway

Nombu:Iam.Pick.

Ipickedupabout3andwewenttohavedrinks

cozweweren'thungry

Nombu:where'syourfriend?



Me:Banele?

Nombu:Yesthatone.

Me:Shetriedtopoisonmyfood.

Nombu:What?

Me:forreal.

Nombu:Whatkindofafrienddoesthat?

Me:Sheapparentlyfeelsjealousandblahblah

blah...

Shelaughed.

Nombu:Youaresouninterested.

Me:IjustDon'thavetimetoentertainpetty

stuffanymore

Nombu:I'lldrinktothat.

Me:How'sSiyadoing?

Shehada3yearoldson.Iadoredhim.Cute

littlething.



Nombu:He'sokay.Thatnaughtyone..hewas

askingaboutyou.

Me:Iloveyourson.

Nombu:takehimplease..

Me:WithPleasure.

Nombu:WhencanIbringhim?

Me:Afterthetrip.I'mnotlookingforwardto

spendingtimewiththeothersyouknow?

Nombu:Youmeanthedivas?

Me:Thedivasyes.

Nombu:Onepersonannoysyou.

Me:Okaytrue.Moratuaistoomuch.Letsnot

eventalkabouther.

Wehadourdrinksandcontinuedshopping.

Shoppingandshopping.IwastiredwhenIgot

home,Tshepangwasmorethanexcitedwhen

dadcametofetchher.



Kana:Somanybags.

Me:Nombu.

Kana:Excitedaboutthetrip?

Me:Ifeelokay.

Kana:Justokay?

Me:Justokay.

Kana:whatswrong?

Me:I'mreallytired.I'mnevergoingshopping

withNombuagain.

Helaughed

Kana:Idon'tthinkyoumeanthat.

Me:Watchmebaby.

Kana:I'lldojustthat.

Me:footmassage?

Kana:ohcomeon.

Me:Doyourhusbandduties.



Kana:Okaycomethen.

Igotcomfortableandhestartedmassagingme.

Me:thatfeelssogood.

Kana:Payme.

Me:Never.ItoldCeliatosignthehouseoverto

us

Kana:Willshedothat?

Me;shehasnochoice

Kana:Howdoyouplanondoingthat?

Me:Irecordedherconfession.

Kana:When?

Me:thismorning.

Imadehimlistentoit.

Kana:Baby!

Me:I'mtiredofpeoplehurtingmysisterandI.

Kana:SoHowdoyouplanondoingthis?



Me:She'llbuildThehouse,giveitbacktoits

ownersandI'llgetherashack

Kana:Youhavethisallplannedoutdon'tyou?

Me:Ido..

Kana:Andifitdoesn'tworkoutthatway?

Me:Eitherit'smywayorthehighway.
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Kana:Thisisnotthewaytodoit

Me:ThenwhatshouldIdo?

Kana:Youweregoingtolettheuniversedothe

work.Whatchanged?

Me:Hurt

Kana:Iunderstandthatyouhurtbut...

Me:Youdon'tunderstandanything.Youdidn't

loseaparentwhenyouwerejust16,youdidn't

havetodropout,findwork,beaslavetoanevil



aunt.Don'ttellmeyouunderstandcozyoudon't.

Itookmyphonefromthecouchandlefthim

therecozhewasannoyingme.Iwenttostart

packingforthetripIwasn'tevenlooking

forwardto.

Kana:Don'tyoueverdothatagain!

Hewasstandingatthedoor.

Kana:Idon'twalkawaywhenyoutalktome.I

listentowhateveryouhavetosayandtrytosee

what'swhat!Didn'twesaywe'llcommunicate.

Me:Idon'tlikethatyounotsupportingme.

Kana:JustbecauseI'myourhusbanddoesn't

meanIhavetosupporteverythingyoudo.

Couldn'tyouhavejustaskedhertosignthe

housebacktoyouandTshepang?

Me:IdidwhatIfeltwasright.

Kana:Evenifitcouldgetyouintotrouble?

Me:Itwon't.



Kana:Howdoyouknowthat?

Me:Babyitwon't.

Kana:okayTshiamo.

Hewasn'tonthesameboatasme.I

understoodhisconcernsbutIneededhis

support.

Me:whatshouldIpackforyou?

Kana:don'tworryaboutit.

Me:Soyoumadatme?

Kana:I'mmadatwhatyoubecoming.

Me:ThatwomandeserveseverythingI'mdoing

toher.

Kana:youareplayingGod.

Me:AndShedidn't?

Hekeptquiet

Me:Letmedealwiththis..



Kana:Goodluck..

Me:thankyou.

Kana:Ihopeyouknowwhatyoudoing.

Me:Ido.

Kana:OkayTshiamo.

Hegrabbedoneofhisbagsandstartedpacking,

weweren'ttalkingtoeachother.Justquestions

andanswertillweeventuallywenttobed.The

nextmorning,wetookashowertogethercoz

wewererunninglateandFezilewascomingto

fetchusinhismicrobus.

Me:Canyouatleasttalktome?

Kana:willyoulisten?

Me:Aslongasit'snotaboutCelia.

Kana:okay.Areyouhungry?

Me:Kananeloplease.

Kana:youhaveeverythingyouneed.Whatdo



youwant?

Me:Mymother'shouse..

Kana:youburntitdown.

Me:That'sstillmymother'spropertythough

Kana:Ifyouwantedahouse,Iwouldhaveeasily

gottenyouone..youhaveahouse!Youliveinit.

Itsdeedhasyourname.BabywhatshouldIdo

tohelpyoumoveonandheal?

Me:Justletmedothisplease!Itwillgiveme

peace.

Kana:Willit?

Inodded.

Kana:Okaythen.ifitswhatyoureallywantto

do.

Me:stillmadatme?

Hesmiled.

Kana:Alittle



Me:I'llfixthat.

Kana:Willyou?

Me:Yes.

Kana:How?

Me:HowaboutwegettoNosyBefirst.

Kana:let'sgettherethen.

5minuteslater,Fezwasparkedoutside.We

fetchedAmandaandLindanithenheadedtothe

airporttocatchourflighttoNosyBe.Thedivas

weresoexcitedaboutit.Nombuandwere

chilled.Wesatnexttoeachothercozwedidn't

havetimetoentertainthedivas.

Me:Willtheybethisdemandinguntilwegetto

NosyBe?

Nombu:youhavenoidea.Theywanteda

privatejet.

Me:Fromwho?



Nombu:theirhusbands.

Me:sospoilt.Thesemenarejustwelloffnot

trillionnairesifthereissuch.

Shegiggled.

Nombu:Youareafineonetotalk.

Me:Idontknowwhatthatmeans.

Nombu:youhavealoadedhusband.

Me:Sodoyou.

Nombu:He'sthewealthiestofthemall.

Me:Really?

Nombu:Really.Whichrockdoyouliveunder?

Me:Kananelo'srock.

Nombu:yetyouknownothingabouthim?

Me:I'mnotinterestedinhiswealth.

Nombu:Isthatwhyyouwanttofurtheryour

studies?



Me:Iwanttobemyownperson.

Nombu:IwishIhadyourstrength.

Me:IwishIhadyourstoo.Youjustseemlike

theperfectwife.

Shesmiled.

Nombu:Ihaveaverydemandinghusband.I

sortofhavetobe...

Me:IthinkIneedlessonsonthat.

Nombu:You'llgetusedtoit?

Me:Really?

Nombu:You'llsee...

AgreatflighttoNosyBe.Wellatleastthey

choseagreatplace..Verybeautiful.Wewentto

settleinourroomsandIdecidedtochangeinto

ashortdressandcutesandals.Thehubby

changedintodenimshortsandacutetee.

Kana:whenareyougoingtomakeituptome?



HeranhisfingersupmythighsandImoved

uncomfortably.

Me:pleasestopit.

Kana:Why?

Me:Cozyouabouttoslideyourfingerinsideof

meandIdon't...

Hepressedmeagainstthewallandhadme

whateverwayhewantedto.Ihadtofixmyself

upwhenSthecalledhimtoinformusthatthey

werewaitingforus.Wewalkeddowntothem

fordrinks.

Amanda:cutedressTshiamo.

Me:Thankyou.Cuteshoes.

Amanda:Thanks.

Theguyswereseatedattheirowntable..they

werehavingbeersandwehadsettledfor

cocktails.

Nombu:Ifoundatablefortwo.



Me:okay.

Nombu:laterladies.

Weleftthenandthat'sprettymuchhowwe

spenttheweekend.Nombuwassuchan

amazingsoul.SheremindedmeofNolo.Funny,

lovingandfun!

3monthslater,Iwasreadytostartschoolin

February.Wellparttime.Agreatfestiveseason

withthefamily.Hadfinallymetthe

grandparentsagainandPriscillaandIwerefine.

Grandmadidn'tlikeherthough.Sheand

granddadwouldalwayscomeovertomy

house..Ilovedhervisits.SodidKananelo..

Nolo:Youareglowing!

Me:Iamhappy.

Nolo;Andpregnant..

Me:NoI'mnot.

Nolo:Yesyouare.



Me:NolohowmanytimesmustItellyou...I'm

oncontraceptives!

Nolo:Okaythen.

Wewerehavinglunchwhenacallcame

throughfromCeliatellingmetocomeover.We

finishedeatingandIdroveusthere.

Nolo:Lookatthis.Yourpeopledidagreatjob

onthishouse.

Me:Theydiddidn'tthey?Mumwouldbeso

proud.

Nolo:Itlookscomplete.

Me:Theycalledtotellmethismorning.

Wewalkedin.Itwasbeautiful..Wejustneeded

furniture.

Celia:Tshiamo.

Me:Celia.

Celia:Ihopeyouhappy.



Me:Morethanhappy.

Shepassedmethekeys.Ihadmadesureshe

hadfollowedprocedureforthetitledeed.

Me:Yournewshackawaitsyou!
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Kana:Baby?

Me:Mmm

Kana:wakeup!

ThiswasthedayafterCeliahadhandedover

thekeystome.

Me:Whattimeisit?

Kana:7:30

IstruggledtoopenmyeyesbutIofficiallydid..

Me:Whyaren'tyouatwork?

Kana:I'mworkingfromhometoday.



Me;Ohokay.

Isatupstraightandhegotthecontinental

pillowformetoleanon

Me:Thankyou

Kana:pleasure.

Me:sonowbecauseyouworkingfromhome

youdisturbingmysleep?

Kana:IhaveeveryRightto.

Me:Sayswho?

Kana:marriagebook.

Igiggled.

Me:Lies!

Kana:Truth.

Me:ohgiveitup..Youjustmissedme.

Kana:Idid.I'msorryIgaveyouhalfofmelast

night.



Me;Youwerebusywithwork..Iunderstand.

Kana:Allgood?

Inodded.

Kana:stillgoingfurnitureshoppingwithNolo?

Me:Yes.At10though.

Kana:howlongwillyoutake?

Me:Ihavenoidea.Letmegobrushmyteeth.

Kana:Okaythen.

Imademywaythere.Ididn'thaveateenagerto

taketoschoolanymore.Why?Tshepanglived

withDadandPriscilla.Sheloveditapparently.I

wasagainstitbutdadandhiswifesatme

downandtoldmetoletthemdotheparenting

andthatIshouldworryaboutmyhusbandand

myownstudies.Theycameeverysecond

weekendbutIalwayswenttheretocheckon

them.Lesediwastakingagapyear.Resego

andTshepangwerebothdoingmatricsothey



werehelpingeachotheranddadhadgotten

themanothertutor..MylittlehalfsisterBontle

wasingrade2.Ifinishedbrushingmyteethand

washingmyfacethenwentbacktoKananelo.

Me:Coffee?

Kana:I'mmakingyousometoday..

Me:Wellwell...

Kana:Come.

Me':CanIfixthebedfirst?

Kana:OkayyoullfindmeInthekitchen.

Me:okaythen.

IdidwhatIhadtoandfoundmycoffeewaiting

forme.

Me:Tastesgood.

Kana:Amasteratthattoo.

Me:Youareamasteratalotofthings.

Kana:Whenyougood,yougood.



Me:Ohwhatever!

Kana:sowho'sgoingtoliveatthehouse?

Me:Nolo,hersisterKeneilweandHerson

Kana:Doesn'tNololivewithVusi?

Me:WelltheybrokeUpamonthago.

Kana:VusiandNolobrokeup?

Me:Yes.Apparentlythey'vealwayshadissues

butNolowashidingit.

Kana:That'sbad.

Me:Life

Kana:Sowherehasshebeenliving?

Me:someflat.

Kana:Andsheagreed?

Me:Wellshedidn'twanttoButIdon'tthinkflats

areidealplacestoraisea4yearold.Especially

thosewithoutplayareas..



Kana:Makessense.

Me:Soyouknowher.She'sdecidedtobuybeds

andpedestalsfortheotherBedrooms.

Kana:makessense.

Me:Sincethehousehadfittedwardrobesand

kitchencupboards.

Kana:AndWhencanIcomeseeit?

Me:Wecangoafterweshower.

Kana:That'sfinebyme.

Me:Thisisreallycoffeebytheway.

Kana:thankyou.

Me:Loveyou..

Kana:loveyoumorebaby.

Aftercoffee,wewenttotakeashowerthen

wenttothehouse.

Kana:Thisisbeautiful.



Me:Right?

Kana:4bedrooms?

Me:Yes.1forme,oneforNolo,Tshepangand

Keneilwedecidedtoshareoneandtheotheris

aguestroom.

Kana:itsbeautiful

Me:Thankyoubaby.

Kana:Youkeepingthetenantsoutside?

Me:Iam.Ialmostburnttheroomsdowntoo

buttheydidn'tdoanythingso...

Kana:Iwouldhavehadyouarrestedmyself.

Me:Youwouldn't.

Kana:Iwould.Youcan'tdragpeopleintowar

theydidn'tstart.

Me:Iknow.

Kana:Areyouhappy?

Itookadeepbreath.



Me:Absolutely.

Kana:gotyourclosure?

Me:Iamactually.

Kana:where'sYourauntnow?

Me:Inhernewshack.

Kana:Youreallygotherashack?

Me:Don'tlookatmelikethat.

Kana:Okayfine.

Me:Yes..Ididherafavor.

Kana:How?

Me:Igothershelter.

Kana:let'snotdiveIntoitnow.

Me:That'sagoodidea.

Kana:Thinkwecangetfoodaroundhere?

Me:wecan.Jabulanimallbaby

Kana:Let'sgo



Me:okay.

Helockedupandwewenttogetbreakfast.

Nolofetchedmefromthehouseat10andwe

wenttosomefurnitureshopsnearEmmarentia.

Nolo:Whataboutthesecouches?.

Me:Ithinktheyarebeautiful.

Nolo:verystylish.

Me:Iagree.Thatcoffeetablewouldgowell

withit.

Nolo:ohyes

Me:Weshouldgetit.

Nolo:sure?

Me:Onehundredpercent..

Theysaidthey'ddeliverandwelaterproceeded

togetkitchenware,loungecarpetsandawhole

lotofthings.Wewenttopackthethingsinand

becauseNolowashungry...sowasI,wewent



backtoJBmallforalatelunch.

Me:WedidagoodJob.

Nolo:Iagree.

Me:whattimeisSabelocomingbackfrom

School?

Nolo:he'satVusi'sfortheweek..

Me:cozwebusythisweek?

Nolo:Basically..

Me:Makessense.

Nolo:Iknow.

Me:can'tyouandVusigetbacktogether?

Nolo:I'vehadenoughofhim.Itried.

Me:OhNolo.

Nolo:I'vebeenthroughthemostwiththatguy.

I'vehadenough.

Me:Thatbad?



Nolo:Thatbad.

Me:youdeservehappiness.

Nolo:AndIamnow.

"IthoughtthatIwasyou"

Webothturned.

Lungelo:Hey!

Me:Hey.

Lungelo:Nolo.

Nolo:Hi.

Lungelo:Iwasgoingtocallyouhey.

Me:Why?

Lungelo:Todeliveraninvite.

Me:Aninvite?

Lungelo:Yes.

Hetookitoutfromthebaghewascarrying.

Lungelo:Hereyougo..



Nolotookit,openeditandchuckled.

Nolo:Youmustbekidding.

Me:WhatisIt?

Nolo:He'sinvitingyoutohiswedding.

Me:sowhat'ssofunnyaboutthat?

Nolo:He'sgettingmarriedtoBanele.
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Me:Lungeloisgettingmarriedtowho?

Nolo:Banele.

Shewasstilllaughingaboutit.

Me:Congratulations

Lungelo:Thankyou.

Nolo:doessheknowwhothebabydaddyis

now?

Lungelo:Sphumeismydaughter.



Me:What?

Lungelo:I'vealwaysknown

Me:WowLungelo!Wow!Youknowwhatyou

twodeserveeachother.

Lungelo:RSVP.

Me:I'llmakesureI'matthefrontrow.

Ishotasmileathim.

Lungelo:Enjoyyourlunch.

Nolo:Seeyouatyourwedding!.

Lungelo:YounotinvitedNolo.

Nolo:OhmyassiscomingtothisPopeyething

youcallawedding.

Iclearedmythroat.Nolocouldbesoextraat

times..

Nolo:Goon

LungelomovedonfromusandIlookedatNolo.



Nolo:Andthen?

Me:Whydidyoudothat?

Nolo:Dowhat?

Me:Besorude

Nolo:Towhat!

Me:Tothegroom.

Shelaughedagain!.

Nolo:Canwejusteat?

Me:Please

WehadlunchandIhadtouberhome

Me:DumelangNtateTefo!

Kana:Wellsomeonehadagreatday.

Me:Idid

Isaidkissinghim.

Kana:Howdidtheshoppinggo?

Me:Verywell..



Kana:Goteverythingyouneeded?

Me:Andmore

Kana:Wellthat'sgreat.

Me:Itis.SoIbumpedintoLungelo

Kana:Yourex?

Me:Yes.Andhegavemethis.

Igavehimtheinvitationcard.Hescanned

throughitandlaughed.

Kana:what?

Me:I'veRSVP'd

Kana:Isthisajoke?

Me:No.

Kana:Thefriendsyouhave.

Me:Had.

Kana:Samethingbaby.

Me:Nopasttense.Didn'tyoudoEnglishat



school?

Helaughed.

Kana:Youneedanoutfit?

Me:Yes

Kana:anothershoppingspree?

Me:Yes!Youcomingwithtotheweddng?

Kana:Nope.

Me:Whynot?

Kana:I'dratherbeoutdrinkingHeinekenthan

attendthisnonsense.

Me:Babybenice.Myexbestfriendisgetting

marriedtomyexboyfriend.Itsnotnonsense.

Hegiggled.

Kana:youlovingthisaren'tyou?

Me:Ifpeoplewanttoactlikeclowns,watch

them!Entrancetothecircusisfreesowhynot?

BesidesI'mblack.Ilikefreethings.



Heclosedhislaptopandjustlaughedagain.

Kana:youknow,ifthere'sonethingCeliadid

right,itwasleadingmetoyou.

Me:I'mwithyouonthat

Kana:weshouldbuyheragift..

Me:Who?Celia?

Kana:Yes

Me:Nope.I'mnotwithyouonthatone.

Kana:Okayfine.Soyouknowwhatyouwantto

buythecouple?

Me:no.

Kana:Getthemsomethingtheyneed.

Me:like?

Kana:Brains.

Ilaughed

Me:Goodonebaby.I'mseriousthough.



Kana:Anythingbaby.

Me:like?

Kana:Idon'tknow.

Me:OkayI'llthinkofsomething.Bytheway,

Lungeloisthebabydaddy.

Kana:What?

Me:He'sSphume'sdad

Kana:Thosetwodeservetobetogether,Ijust

feelsorryfortheirdaughter.

Me:Iknowright?

Kana:Let'stalkaboutsomethingselse..

Me:Idon'tfeelLiketalking.

Kana:Whatdoyoufeellike?

Me:You..

Hetriedtosuppresshissmile.

Kana:Ineedtowork.



Me;Onme.

Imovedthefilesandhislaptoptothecouchhe

hadinhisoffice.Isatonthetableandtookhis

shirtoff.

Kana:Here?

Me:Now

Wekissedpassionatelyandhehadmeclinging

ontotheedgesofhisdesk,hewentindeepit

feltlikehewasrightupmyabdomen.Icouldn't

eventellhimtostopcozIlovedandhateditat

thesametime.Icaughtmybreathwhenhegot

out.

Kana:CanIworknow?

Me:Ithink....

Iwasstilltryingtocatchmybreath.

Kana:Ican'thearyou.

Me:Ithinkyoucanworknow..



Kana:Inpeace?

Me:Yes.Thatfeltgood

Heblushed

Kana:Youfeltgoodtoo.

Me:I'mgoingtocook..

Kana:I'llbewithyouinafew..

Me:Okaythen.

Ifixedmydressandwenttothekitchentostart

cooking.Hecametothekitchenafter25

minutesorso.HesatwithmeasIfinished

cooking,wehaddinner,wenttorelaxinthetub

togetherthenslept,thenextday,hewentto

workandIhadtogotoSoweto.Nolohadtaken

theweekofffromworktohelpme.

Me:I'mgettingtiredofseeingyourface

Isaidjokinglyandwebothlaughed.

Nolo:Iknowyoulovemycompany..



Me:Ofcourse.

Nolo:Sothebedsarehere.Iboughtthelinen.

Thepedestalspeoplearecoming.Theycalled.

Theyareabout15minutesaway

Me:Thatwasquick.

Nolo:youknowme,Idothingsrealquick..

Me:Probablyseduced...

Myphonerang.ItwasanumberIhadnever

seenbefore.

Me:Hello?.

"HeyItsme"

Me:Who?

"Banele"

Me:ohGodwhatnow!ItoldyourfiancéthatI'm

comingtothewedding.

Banele:Hetoldme.Iknow.

Me:Okayso?



Banele:Iwashopingwecouldmeet.

Me:Wereallyhavenothingtomeetandtalk

about.

Banele:Wedo.

Me:Wedo?

Banele:I'dlikeyoutobemymaidofhonor.
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Me:Hello?

Banele:Tshia.

Me:Areyoulisteningtoyourself?

Banele:Yes.

Me:WhatDidyousay?

Banele:Iaskedyoutobemymaidofhonor..

Me:WhatamItoyou?

Banele:Tshia,Iwashopingwecouldputthe



pastbehindusandmoveon.

Me:I'vemovedon.Listen,asksomeoneelseto

beyourmaidofhonor.I'mreallynotinterested.

IhungupandNolo"seyeswerefixedonme.

Nolo:Maidofhonor?Forwhonow?

Me:Lungelo'sfiancée

Shelaughedtilltearscameout.Shecould

barelyevenbreatheasshekepttryingto

massageherstomach.Shefinallyclappedher

handswhenshecalmeddown.

Nolo:Youneedtobecleansed.

Me:Nolobeserious.

Nolo:Ican't!HasBaneleforgottenwhatshedid

toyouafewmonthsago?

Me:Puzzlesme

Nolo:Imean,it'sbadenoughThatshehasa

childwithyourex,shetriedtopoisonyou,she



claimedyourhusbandisherbabydaddy,she's

gettingmarriedtoyourexandnowshewants

youtobehermaidofhonor?Baneleistrying

toohard.

Me:Idon'tneedthesekindofthingsinmylife

now.

Nolo:Exactly!Wegoingthereasguests.

Ilaughed.

Me:Ready?

Nolo:Wearegoingtoslay!

Me:Ohyoualreadyhaveanoutfit?

Nolo:I'mBonolocuz!I'malwaysready!

Ilaughedagain!ShewassuchaDarling!

Me:Slaygirl!

Nolo:Always!

Me:I'llhavetolookforone.

Nolo:Youhaveenoughclothes.



Me:Awomanneverhasenoughclothes.Dont

youeversaythat!

Myphonerangagain.

Nolo:Ohit'sthemadoneagain.

Igiggled,shookmyheadandansweredmy

phone.

Me:Baby.

Kana:heyyou,howareyou?

Me:I'mokay.Yougood?

Kana:Justtired..

Me:How'swork?

Hesighed.

Kana:Ineedaholiday

Me:now?

Kana:Yes.

Me;YoucangoAlone.



Kana:I'llneverdothat.

Me:YouknowIstartschoolsoonright?

Kana:In2weeksandyouareparttime.

Me:Okayfine..

Kana:Isthatayes?

Me:Itis..

Kana:thankyou.I'llseeyouathome..

Me:Kananelo...

Kana:Baby?.

Me:youareabouttohitthe"book"optionnow

aren'tyou?Isthatwhyyoucalled?

Hegiggled

Kana:Ineededthewife'spermissionfirst

Me:Sleek!

Kana:Youlovemeanyway.doIhaveit?

Me:Youdomylove



Kana:thankyou.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

WehungupatthesametimeandNoloand

Continuedsettlingin.Kanahadmadebookings

forFridaysothatmeantweweregoingto

spendaweekawayfromhome,hereally

neededitcozhewasdrained!Believeitornot.

Usuallypeoplewererejuvenatedafterthe

festiveseasonnotmyhusband.Hehadbeen

takingeveryone'sbonusestheentireDecember.

Itwastimeforhimtojustrelax.

Me:Soweareleavingintwodays?Isthatwhat

youtellingme?

Kana:Yes.Ifyounotokaywith...

Me:itsfine.

Kana:you'llbebackintimeforthewedding

right?

Me:Iguessso..Banelecalledme



Kana:forwhatnow?

Me:Tobehermaidofhonor.

Helaughed.

Kana:IsBaneleondrugs?

Me:askagain.

Kana:whatdidyousay?

Me:Noobviously.

Kana:That'sgood..Ithinkshe'stryingtolureher

waybackintoyourlife.

Me:Wellshehasanotherthingcoming.I'm

goodwithouther.

Kana:Istilldon'tlikeher.

Ilaughed.

Me:That'sveryclear.Idon'tlikehertoo.So

wheretothistime?

Kana:Myfavoriteplace.



Me:Letmeguess...Praslin?

Kana:Yesma'am

Me:What'ssospecialaboutthatplace?

Kana:Wellforone,it'sSeychelles.Secondly,it

hasapopulationofabout6,500peopleandI

knowyou'llloveit.

Me:WellIcan'twait.

Kana:Just48morehours.

Me:Fairenough.

+48hourslater,wewereinPraslin,Iunderstood

whyhelovedtheplace.Itwasgorgeous.Andhe

justgotsorelaxedtheminutewearrived.You

couldtellitwashisplaceofserenity.Wespent

theweekdoingfunstuff.Funactivities.Ididn't

evenwanttogobackhome.

Kana:Babyhurryup.

Me:I'mtryingtozipthebag



Kana:Stoplying.Youtryingtomakeusmiss

ourflight

Ilaughed.

Me:Fine.Idon'tunderstandwhywecatchinga

Thursdayflight.

Kana:BecauseIhaveameetingtomorrowand

youhavetoGettotheweddingonSaturday.

Me:Okayfinethen.

Hezippedupandweleftthehotel.

Kana:We'llcomeback..

Me:When?

Kana:Anytime.

Me:Tomorrowafteryourmeeting.

Helaughed.

Kana:Besidestomorrow.

Me:okaythenfine.



Wemadeourwaytotheairportandcaughtour

flightbackhome.Whenwegothome,wejust

sleptandthenextdayhewenttoworkandI

justlazedaround.Nombuwasonherfamily

vacationsoIcouldn'tgovisither.Mysisterwas

toobusyforme.Dadalwayshadsomething

plannedforthemwhentheyweren'tstudying.

ThenextSaturday,Igotreadytogotothe

wedding.WeweregivingNolo'scarabreakso

wetookmine.

Me:Lookingprettycuz.

Nolo:Youlookhotinthatdress..

Me:Thankyou..let'sgogetpeoplemarried.

Shelaughed.

Nolo:Youevenboughtthemagift?

Me:yes..

Nolo:Youhavemoneytowaste..

Me:ohNolostophating.



Nolo:Imagine!Drive.

Igiggledanddrovetothechurch.Wewatched

asshewalkedin,shelookedstunning.Sodid

Lungeloandthebridalparty.Wewatchedas

Theyexchangedvowsandwhentheywentto

takepictures,NoloandIdrankthewinewehad

inthecar..afterthepictures,wewentto

Banele'shomefortheReception.Iwasonthe

programmeandIgaveatwominuteSpeech.At

around17:00,NoloandIdecideditwastimeto

leave.Banelecametous.

Banele:Thanksforcoming.

Nolo:Pleasure.

Me:goodluckokay?

Banele:thankyoubutwedon'tneedit

Me:Wellthenokay.

Shekeptplayingwithherweddingring.

Banele:Wecansharemarriagestoriesnow.



Me:JustbecauseIcametoyourwedding

doesntmakeusfriends.

Banele:howaboutwejustfixthings?

Me:Howaboutwedont?Congratulations

anyway.Doenjoytheleftoversthough.
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NoloandIlefttheweddingtogetmorewine

andsnacksthenwewenttothehousetochill.

Me:I'msleepingheretonight.

Nolo:doesHubbyknow?

Me:no.Notyet.IthinkIneedtocallhimnow.

Nolo:goon.

Iwenttodialhim.

Kana:HeyMaidofhonor.

IGiggled.



Me:heybaby.

Kana:Yougood?

Me:I'mfine.

Kana:How'stheweddinggoing?

Me:I'matthehouse.

Kana:yourotherhouse?

Me:Yessir.I'mhavingwineAndsnackswith

Nolo

Kana:Wastheweddingthatbad?

Me:Itwasuninteresting.

Helaughed.

Kana:Ouch!

Me:Itwas.

Kana:you'lltellmeallaboutitwhenweget

home

Me:wellyesbut...



Kana:But?

Me:I'mnotcomingbackhome

Kana:Why?

Me:IwanttospendthenightwithNolo

Kana:Andme?

Me:Ispendeverynightwithyou..

Kana:soyouspoiltmeandnowyouditching

me?

Me:I'mnotditchingyou.

Iwasgiggling.

Kana:Youare..

Me:NoI'mnot..I'llbebackinThemorning.

Kana:Okaybaby.Havefun

Me:Don'tmissmetoomuch.

Kana:Ialreadyam

Me:You'llbefine.



Kana:I'llcheckonyou.

Me:Okay.

Kana:Dontdrinktoomuch.

Ilaughedagain.

Me:OkayMrTefo.

Kana:Iloveyou

Me'Iloveyoumore.

IhungupandwentbacktoNolo.

Nolo:and?

Me:andwhat?

Nolo:areyoustaying?

Me:YesNolo..

Nolo:good..hereyougo.

Shehadapairofshortsandashirtoutforme.

Me:Thankyouverymuch!YouknowI'mnot

bringingtheseback.



Nolo:ohNoTshiamo.

Me:ohyesBonolo!

Nolo:youbringingmyclothesbackorelsego

backtoyourhusband.

IchuckledasIchangedintotheshorts

Me:Youaresuchabadcousin.

Nolo:noI'mnot.Andyoumustdrinkjuice.No

morewineforyou.

Me:Why?

Nolo:BecausePregnantwomenshouldn'tdrink..

Me:Bonolodon'tstartwithyourspeculations

please.Iknowyouwanttobeanauntbutnot

now!

Nolo:Wellyounotdrinkinganymorewine

Me:Ifyouwanttodrinkitalone,youmustjust

tellme.

Nolo:Iwasoncepregnantremember?



Me:Really?Ohyes.

Nolo:SoIknow.

Me:WellDrBonolo.I'mnotpregnantbutI'lllet

youdrinkthewinealonecozKanaaskedme

nottodrinktoomuch.

Nolo:ThankGod!

Me:yeahright.

Nolo:sotellme...

Me:yes?

Nolo:AreyouhappywithTshepanglivingwith

Priscilla?

Me:she'shappy.

Nolo:I'mtalkingaboutyou..

Me:I'macceptingit..Ican'texactlydefymydad.

Nolo:Listentoyou

Me:Thatmanisatoughcookie.



Nolo:really?

Me:Heis..dad'sstrict.

Nolo:Butnotwhenitcomestoyou.

Me:Becausewe'vehadourFairshareofups

anddowns.

Nolo:Butyoulookclosenow.

Me:Weare.IthinkIlovehim.

Shesmiledandshookherhead.

Nolo:Youhaveto.He'syourdad

Me:isuncleSamstillmadatVusi?

Nolo:that'sanotherlooseone.Mydad'scrazy!

Me:fortherightreasons..

Nolo:Youthink?

Me:absolutely..Vusiwastedyourtime.

Nolo:That'strue.

Me:ButI'llcommendhimforonething...he'sa



greatdadtohisson.

Nolo:That'sverytrue.Butlet'snottalkabout

Vusinow.

Me:caseclosed.

Wehadaverygreatnight.Kanakeptchecking

onmeAndinthemorningwehadfatcakesfor

breakfastwithalotcheeseandspecial.We

cleanedupAndataround12,Iwentbacktomy

house.Kanawasworking.

Me:yourwife'sback!

Kana:finally!

Me:howareyou?

Kana:missedyou..

Me:missedyoutoo.

Kana:Alot?

Me:notusedtosleepingwithoutyou.

Kana:Thendon'tgosleepingwithoutmeagain.



Me:Seethat...

Myphonerang.

Me:Gran.

Gran:Tshiamo.

Me:Hellokoko.Howareyou?

Gran:I'mnotfine..Iwassupposetocome

sleepoverthisweekend..comefetchme.

Me:whattimekoko?

Gran:Anytime.Youknowchurchisout.

Me:Okaykoko.

Gran:mybagisready.

Me:Coming.

Gran:Okay.Hurry.

MygranwasveryDemanding.Especiallywhen

itcametospendingtimewithus,hergrandkids.

Shealwayssaid"Imightwakeupdead

tomorrow,allowmetospendtimewithyou



kids".IletherhangupandKandIwenttotake

abathtogetherandwewenttofetchher.He

washappy..theygotalong.

Me:Where'sGranddad?

Gran:withTryphina.Isuspectshe'stryingto

takemyman.AlwaysinvitinghimforHunter's

DryandCastlelite...

MyhusbandandIlaughed.

Me:Sodidyoutellhimthatyouaresleeping

over?

Gran:Yes.Gratitudewilltellhimthough.

Me:whereisshebytheway?

Gran:Inthatwhitecaroutside..Youknowyour

cousinlovesmen.

Kanatriedtostophimselffromlaughing..

Me:Let'sgoKoko.

Gran:Okay.



Welistenedtoherallthewayback.Whenwe

gothome,Icookedussomethingandwe

listenedtoGran'sfunnystoriesuntilshe

eventuallywenttobed..Weontheotherhand,

hadquiteamagicalnight..Onewhichresulted

inSidelampsonthefloorcozIwastryingto

getagripofthesheetsbutsomehowendedup

knockingmysidelampover.Thenextmorning,

KanaforcedhimselftogotoworkandwhenI

wenttomakecoffee,Granwasalreadyup.

Me:HelloKoko.

Gran:Tshiamo.

Me:Koko?

Gran:whatwereyouandKananelofighting

aboutlastnight?Thingskeptfallinginyour

bedroom.

Shemusthavehearduscozherroomwasn't

farfromours.

Me:Weweren'tfighting.



Gran;Then?

Ikeptquiet!

Gran:SiesmanTshiamo!

Me:Koko...

Gran:No.Youtwoneedtobetaught!

Me:Taughtwhat?Wearemarried.

Gran:noonesaidyounotMarried.Don'tyou

knowthatyoucan'thavesexwhileyou

pregnant?Ineedtohaveameetingwithyou

andKananelo!
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Ilookedatherconfused.Shewastellingme

whatNolohadtoldme.Iwasgettingannoyeda

bit.

Me:koko?

Gran:Tshiamo.



Me:WhotoldyouI'mpregnant?

Gran:Myeyes.Youdon'tknow?Youcan'tfeelit?

Me:WhatmakesyouthinkIam?

Gran:I'mnotthinking.Iknowit.I'velivedfor74

years.Iknowbetterthanyou.

Me:okayKoko.

Ileftmycoffeethereandwenttothebedroom

togetmyphonesoIcouldmakeanafternoon

appointmentwiththedoctor.Itwassetfor

12:30.IwentbacktoGranwhowasstillsipping

onhertea.

Koko:whydoyoulooksosad?

Me:I'mnotsad.

Koko:Youhappy?

Me:Ijustwanttobesurefirst..

Koko:soyouDonttrustme?

Me:Idon'ttrustyoureyes.You'velivedfor74



yearsyoudidsay.

Koko:Voetsek!

Thewayshesaiditmademelaugh.

Koko:You'llsee..

Me:Wellwe'llsee

Koko:Ithinkyou'llmakeagreatmother.

Me:Reallykoko?

Koko:Ofcourse.

Me:I'mgladyouthinksocozyou'llbe

babysitting.

Koko:Suchmadness!WasItherewhenthis

babywasconceived?I'llbabysitmychild.

Me:Yourchilddoesn'tneedbabysitting.Your

greatgrandchilddoes.

Koko:GomakemebreakfastIneedtotakemy

medication.

Me:Whatdoyouwanttoeatkoko?



Koko:Whatwouldyoumakeforthatchildyou

carrying?

Me:Baconandeggs.

Shelaughed

Koko:youaregoingtobeaterriblemother.I've

justchangedmymindaboutit.

Me:butyouaskedkoko

Koko:Mabeleporridgewillbefineforbreakfast..

Me:Okaythen.

Koko:Stillknowhowtomakeit?

Me:KananelolovesporridgesoIdon'thavea

choicebuttoknowhowtomakeit.Mumtaught

mewhenIwas13

Koko:That'swhyIaskedyoutomakemesome.

Iwantedtoseeifyourporridgeisasgoodas

yourmum's.

Igiggled.



Me:okaykoko.Youcanrelaxandwaitforyour

porridge.

Koko:Patientlywaiting...

IwenttomakeherporridgeandshelovedIt

Koko:justlikeyourmum's..

Me:theAppledidn'tfallfarfromitstree

Koko:absolutelynot.

Me:youwanttocomewithmetothedoctor

Gran?

Koko:Youwanttotakemewith?

Me:Ido.Toproveyouwrong.

Koko:Let'sbet.R500

Ilaughed.

Me:Okay.Don'tcrywhenItakeyourpension

money.Thisisabet.

Iwasdisturbedbyanincomingcall.Iquickly

answeredit.



Me:Baby.

Kana:Heybabyyougood?

Me:Iam.

Kana:Ineedyourhelp.

Me:Okay..

Kana:Pleasepackmyovernightbag..

Me:Wheretonow?

Kana:Capetown

Me:Forwhat?

Kana:wehavinganurgentmeetingtheresoI

needtoflyoutin90minutessocanyoujustdo

thatforme?

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Kana:Suit,apairofshortsandjeansandshirts.

Somethingtosleepin.

Me:Okaybaby.



Kana:Areyouokaywithit?

Me:Willyoubebacktomorrow?

Kana:I'llmakesureIam.

Me:ThenThatsfine.

Kana:Thanksbaby.I'llbetheresoon.

Me:Okaymylove.

Ihungup.

Koko:hey!Let'ssealthebet.

Wedid.IexplainedtoherthatIneededtogo

packKana'sbagandhecametofetchit.Koko

didntmentionanythingabouthermeeting.I

washappycozweneededtoconfirm

Kana:Yougood?

Ishookmyhead.

Kana:BabyI'llbeback

Me:When?



Kana:canIfindyouattheairportat16:00

tomorrow?

Me:okay

Kana:You'llbeOkay.

Me:Willyou?

Kana:Comewithmethen.

Me:I'dlovetobutI'vegotadoctor's

appointment.

Kana:Areyouokay?

HeputhisheadonmyforeheadandIremoved

it.

Me:BabyI'mfine.Justcheckup.

Kana:OhOkaythen..Iloveyouokay?

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Kana:I'llcheckonyoueveryhourokay?

Me:Okaybaby.



Ikissedhimandwatchedashedroveoff.I

wentbacktoGranandthengotreadyforthe

appointment.

Gran:IsNoloathome?

Me:I'mnotsure.Youmissher?

Gran:Yes..youknowI'vealwayslovedthatchild.

Idialledher.

Nolo:Cuz.

Gran:Bonolo

Nolo:OhheyKoko.

Gran:Areyouatwork?

Nolo:Nokoko.I'mgoingbacktowork

tomorrow.

Gran:Okay.Iwanttocomeseeyou.YourAunt's

childisstillgoingtoThedoctor.

Nolo:Isshefine?

Gran:she'sjustpregnant.She'llbefine..



Nolo:Ohsoshefinallyadmits?

Me:I'mhereyouknow?

OnewouldswearNolowasGran's

granddaughter.BiologicallyImean.Ilistenedto

themtalkaboutmeuntilwegottothedoctor.

Doc:4weeks.Congratulations.

Gran:Payup!

TheDoctorandIgiggled.

Doc:Comeforyourregularcheckupsandthis

shouldguideyou.

Shegavealittlebookletforpregnantwomen.

Me:thankyou.

Doc:Noproblem..

Aftertheappointment,wedrovetoMolapo.

GranwantedtoseeNolo..

Gran:Whenwillyoupayme?I'msavingupfor

myfalseteeth.



Me:Youhaveteeth.

Gran:Justincase.I'mgettingold,Imust

alwaysbeprepared.

IlaughedandforthedoorforherafterIpulled

over.

Me:weareherekoko.

Koko:thankyou.

ShegotoutofthecarandwalkedinasIwas

fixingthemat.Isuddenlyheardsomeoneshout

outmyname.

Me:OhWhatnow!

Banele:Hey!Iwasgoingtocallyou.

Me:HowmanytimesmustIremindyouthatwe

notfriends?

Ididn'tevenunderstandwhatshewasdoingin

Molapocozshewassupposetobeather

maritalhome.



Banele:Iknow.

Me:so?

Banele:Ijustdon'tknowwhototurnto?

Me:turnforwhat?

Banele:Theweddingjustpushedmeoffthe

edgeandMyhusband'sstillfixinghismedical

aidstuffandwesortoflownow.

Me:saywhatyouwanttosayandgetoffmy

caseplease!

Banele:CanyoujustgivemeR300for

Sphume'smonthlycheckup?
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Me:excuseme?

Banele:please.

Me:where'sSphume?

Banele:she'sathome.



Me:I'lltakeher.

Banele:JustgivemethemoneyandI'lltakeher.

Me:Bringthechild.Allthenecessarythingsand

I'lltakeher

Banele:Ohokay.

Me:You'llfindmehere.

Banele:Okay.

Me:Don'tthinkyoucomingwiththough.I'lltell

themI'mtheaunt.

Banele:thanksTshia.

Me:Isthecheckuptoday?

Banele:Theysaidwecancomeanytimethis

week

ItsoundedreallyweirdtomebutafterallItwas

justacheckupIguessed!

Me:Justbringherplease.

Banele:Thankyou.



ShetriedtohugmebutIstoppedher.

Me:Don't.

Banele:I'llbeback.

Me:Okay.

IwentinandfoundGranandNolochillinginthe

garden.

Me:Youboughtgardenchairsandumbrellas?

Nolo:Youknowme.

Me:Theyaresonice.

Nolo:youlike?

Me:Ido..

Nolo:So?

Me:so?

Nolo:Whatdidthedoctorsay?

Me:ApparentlyI'm4weekspregnant.

Nolo:Really?



Shewasjustrubbingitin.

Me:youwererightNolo.

Nolo:whatwasthat?

Me:YouwererightBonolo.

Nolo:Itoldyou.

Me:Fine.I'mtakingBanele'schildtothedoctor.

Gran:Why?

Me:Theyhadabigfancyweddingandforgotto

leavesomemoneyforthekid'scheckup.

Nolo:Sowheredoyoufitin?

Koko:Letherhelpher.

Nolo:Reallykoko?

Koko:yes.GoonTshia.She'sjustachild.

Me:Mythoughtsexactly.

Nolo:areyougoingwithBanele?

Me:No.She'llthinkwefriendsagain..I'mgoing



togetwater.

IwenttogetwaterandwhenIcamebackout

BaneleandSphumewereoutside.Shewasvery

happytoseeme..Iwastoo.Ilovedherlittle

happyself.

Me:Howareyou?

Sphume:I'mfine.

Me:Readytogo?

Shenodded.

Me:letsgo.

ItookthethingsIneededfromhermother.

Me:I'llbringherback.

Banele:thanksTshia.

Me:Yeahsure.

Imademywaybacktothecarandtookherto

herdoctor..WewereinandoutandthenItook

hertoMcDonald's..WehadourfunandItook



herbacktohermother

Me:She'llbeFine.

Banele:Thankyousomuch.

Me:okay.Byenana.

Sphume:ByeAuntTshiamo.

IhuggedherthenwentbacktoGranandNolo.

Nolo:wasthekidsick?

Me:shewasdueforcheckup.

Koko:Atleastshewasn'tlying.

Me:we'llgiveherthat..

Nolo:Yourphone'sringing.

Irantogetit.

Me:Hellothere.

Kana:Baby.

Me:Howareyou?

Kana:I'mfine.



Me:everythingfine?

Kana:AllGoodandyou?

Me:I'mFine..don'tknowhowI'llsurvivethe

nightwithoutyou.

Kana:Thataddictedtome?

Me:Very

Kana:Ipromisetohandlethingsassoonas

possible.

Me:Okaythen.

Kana:ILoveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Kana:byebaby.

Me:byemylove.

WespentaboutanhourwithNoloandwehad

toleavecozTshepangsaidshewasatthe

housewaitingforme.ShewasanotheroneI

washappytosee.Imissedher.



Koko:helloNana.

Tshepang:Hellokoko.

Koko:Youokay?

Tshepang:Iam.

Koko:Isyourdadcomingtofetchyou?

Tshepang:Yeshesaidhe'llbehereat18:00.

Koko:Andwherearetheothers?

Tshepang:IthinkReaandBontleareathome

andIdon'tknowwhereLesediis.

Koko:Okaythen.PleaseswitchtheTVOnfor

me.

ShewenttohelpGranthencamebacktome.

Tshepang:Sister!

Me:Hello

Tshepang:Imissedyou..

Me:Imissedyoutwomybaby.



Ihuggedher.

Tshepang:Youlooksobeautiful

Me:Really?

Tshepang:yes.

Me:wellthankyou.

Tshepang;itsapleasure.

Me:How'sschoolgoing?

Tshepang:hectic.

Me:Tshepangyoubetterdowell.

Tshepang:I'mtrying.

Me:Tryharder.

Tshepang:wedon'tevensleep.Dadmakessure

wedon't!Isthisevennormal?

Me:youknowIhardlysleptcozIwantedto

makeitintoEngineering.Sacrifice.

Tshepang:I'msotired.



Me:Tooearlytobetiredkid.

Tshepang:Enoughaboutme.Isawthe

pictures..Wherewereyou?youlookedsopretty.

Me:IwasatBanele'swedding.

Tshepang:What?

Me:Iknowright?

Tshepang:Didyouhavefun?

Me:Itwasokay.

Tshepang:Whointheirrightmindswouldmarry

Banele?

Me:Lungelo.

Shelaughed..

Tshepang:Okay.noIthinkwecantalkabout

somethingelsenow

WedidandIwassadwhendadcametofetch

herbutIhadagreateveningwithGran..The

nextday,Grandpacametofetchhercozhe



missedherandIendedupnotfetching

Kananelocozhehaddecidedthathiscar

wasn'tspendinganothernightattheoffice's

parkinglotcoztheyhadtakenoneofthe

companycarstogettotheairport.Iwashappy

whenhewalkedin,Iranuptohughimandhe

followedmebacktothekitchen.

Kana:andwhatdowehavehere?

Me:watchingsometalkshowepisodeon

youtube.

Kana:youandthistalkshow.

Me:Ididn'twatchafewepisodes.

Kana:How?

Me:Becauseyouwerealwaystakingmeout

makingsureImissedthis.

Kana:Interestingtopic?

Me:itis.Theyalwayshaveinterestingtopics

Kana:Today's?



Me:Pregnancyandmotherhood.

Kana:o-kay.

Me:Keng?

Iaskedgiggling.

Kana:Itjustreallyfeelslikeyoureallyintoit.

Me:Iam.

Kana:Ijusthopeyoudon'ttrapmejustyetcoz

ofthatepisode.I'mnotreadytobecalled"dad"

akere?
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Itriedtakingwhathehadjustsaidbutitwas

hardto.

Me:Areyousayingyoudon'twantafamily?

Kana:Notnow

Me:Whynot?



Kana:I'mnotready..

Me:Ohokay

Kana:besides,youhaveotherthingsgoingfor

youright?

Me:Right.

IsaidasIshutdownmylaptop.

Kana:Where'sGran?

Me:She's....

Iswallowedhard.Icouldn'tgetoverwhathe

hadsaid

Me:Grandpacametofetchher..

Kana:Ohman!AndIwaslookingforwardto

beingwithher..

Me:Herdoorsarealwaysopen.

Kana:True.

Me:Howaboutyougochange?Areyouhungry?



Kana:Very.

Me:thiswillbereadyin10

Kana:Thanksbaby.

IwatchedashewalkedawayfrommeandI

touchedmybelly.Iswallowedthelumpinmy

throat.

Me:Yourdadthinksyouareatrapbaby.

Isaidtothelittlethinginsideofme.Myhand

wasonmybellyforabout5minutesandIdid

thelastcheckonfoodanddishedup.Ididn't

knowhowtofeelbutIwasnotgoingtokillmy

child.Notatall.Iwassad,Imean,wehadsex

allthetime!Obviouslythiswasboundto

happen.Okay,MaybeIwasbeingunfair,he

didn'tevenknowIwaspregnant.

Kana:smellsgood..

Me:Hereyoufo.

Kana:homecookedmeal.Imissedyou.



Me:Imissedyoutoo.

Kana:Babyareyoufine?

Inodded.

Kana:Checkup?

Me:Itwasfine..

Kana:WhatDidthedoctorsay?

Ididn'twanttotellhim.Ididn'tevenknowwhat

tosay.

Kana:Baby!

Me:I'msorryhey.

Kana:Whatdidthedoctorsay?AreyouFine?

Me:ShesaidI'm4weekspregnant.

Hedroppedhisspoononhisplateandgaveme

themost...Idon'tknowhowtodescribethat

lookbutitpiercedthroughmyheart.It

completelyshutmedown..

Kana:Youkiddingright?



IshookMyhead

Kana:DamnitTshiamo!Youstoppedtaking

yourpills?

Me:IthinkImissedsomedays.

Kana:Whathappenedtoyourshots?

Me:Igotofftheshotandgotonthepills.

Kana:Wellclearlythepillsdidn'twork.Whatdo

youwantmetodonow?

Ikeptquiet.

Kana:IJusttoldyouI'mnotreadytobeafather.

Younotreadytobeamothertoo.Youhave

schoolinafew.Haveyouforgotten?Orareyou

justgoingtodropthattoo?

Me:I'llmakeitwork..

Icouldfeelthetearsinmyeyes.

Kana:Willyou?Ababyneedsattention!24/7!

Me:Don'tmakemefeelbadplease.



Kana:Noyoushould..Thisisnotwhatwe

planned.

Me:wedidn'tplananything.

Kana:really?Didn'tyouplanschool?

Me:ItoldyouI'llmakeitwork.

Kana:I'mnotreadyforachild..Icantellyou

thatmuch!

Hegotupfromthechair,lefthisfoodthereand

headedtohisstudy..Itidiedupwithtearsinmy

eyes.Mychildhadnodad.Itwasheartbreaking.

IwenttocurlupinbedafterIfinishedwashing

thedishesandcriedsilently.Hedidn'teven

sleepinourbed,leftearlyinthemorningandI

wasjustheartbroken.Idialledhimandwhenhe

pickedupallhesaidwas...

Kana:TshiamoI'mdrivingtowork

Me:Whydidntyousleepinourbedlastnight?

Kana:Iwasworking.



Me:Ortryingtoavoidme?

Kana:Tshiamonotnowplease.

Me:soareyougoingtorunawayfromthis?

Kana:I'mnotrunningawayfromanything.

Me:Then?

Kana:It'sabittoearlytotalkaboutthis.

Me:Ohokay.Okaythen.

Ihungupandjustdecidedtolazearound.Iwas

heartbroken..Iendedupaskingdadtotakeme

outforbreakfast.

Dad:Andnow?

Me:heydad..

Dad:youaskedmetotakeyououtforbreakfast

andyoucomeinsweatpantsandanoversized

shirt?Youroldmanisinasuit.

Me:Imsorrydad.

Dad:what'swrong?



Me:nothingIcan'thandle.

Dad:isitKananelo?

Me:Dadnoplease.

Dad:Tshiamoyoucomeherelookinglikea

mess!Don'ttellme"no"

Me:I'mfine..

Dad:Really?

me:I'mjustsick.

Dad:YourGrantoldmeyouwenttothedoctor

withher.

Me:Yes.YourmothertookmyR500

Dad:Why?Youandyourgrandmother..I'mnot

gettinginvolved.

Igiggled.

Me:Wehadabet.ShesaidI'mpregnant.

Dad:Oh!nowIseeandshewon.



Me:youhavingyourfirstgrandchild.

Hesmiled.Hisfacejustlitup!

Dad:Thatisgreat.Isthatwhyyousad?

Me:I'mnotsaddad.

Dad:Youdontlookhappy..

Me:Iamhappy..Justsick.

Dad:Okaymakessense.

Me:sohowiseveryonedoing?

Dad:Allgood.Yourbrotherwantstobearapper

Ilaughed.

Me:Sowhat'swrongwiththatdad?

Dad:areyouseriousLily?

Me:ifhe'spassionateaboutitthenokay.

Dad:Whatifdoesn'tworkout?

Me:Tellhimtofindsomethingtofallbackon

justincasebutdon'tstophim



Dad:soImustletmysonrapaboutbitchesand

theirbums?

Ilaughed.

Me:it'snotaboutthat..

Dad:Itisandyouknowit.

Iwasn'tgoingtoarguewithdadaboutitbuthe

didbrightenupmymood.Iwentbackhometo

justcurlonthecouchwhilereadingpregnancy

magazines.Iwasexcitedaboutit.WhenKana

camebackIfeltitwastimeforustojustiron

thingsour.

Kana:MrsTefo..

Me:Heyyougood?

Kana:Iam.Howwasyourday?

Me:Itwasokay

Kana:That'sgood.

Me:Andwork?



Kana:Workwasfine..justhectic.

Me:canwetalk?

Kana:Okay.

Hesatdown.

Kana:yesma'am..

Me:Ireallydon'tlikehowthingsendedbetween

uslastnight.

Kana:Iknow..

Me:ButI'mpregnantnowandthere'snothing

youcandoaboutit

Kana:soWhatareyousaying?

Me:I'msayingit'stimewerevisitedourfuture

plans.Onewithachildinit.

Kana:Onewithachildinit?

Me:yes..

Kana:youneedtostopforcingmetobewhat

youwantmetobe.IsaidI'mnotready.Imean



I'mnotready!DamnitTshiamoman!Getoffmy

back!

AlltheIfs
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ForafewsecondsIthoughtmyearsdidnthear

right.

Me:Babywhatdidyousay?

Kana:IsaidI'mnotready..stopforcingme.

Me:babyIhavealifegrowinginsideofme.I

haveacceptedit.Pleasedotoo.There's

absolutelynothingwecandoaboutit.

Ikneeledinfrontofhim

Me:Please.Wecanmakeitwork.Tellmewhat

yousoafraidofandwecanworkitout.

Kana:Tshiamogetoffyourknees.

Idid.

Kana:IsaidI'mnotready.Getitthroughyour



thickskull.I'mgoingtotakeashowerthenwork.

CanInotbedisturbed?

HegotupfromthecouchandIwatchedashe

walkedawayfromme.Icurleduponthecouch

againandcriedsilently.Whatwassohardto

accept?Imean,asawomanoneofmy

purposeswastobringlife!Iwasfulfillingit.

WasInotdoingwhatwasexpectedofme?Was

Inotdoingmydutiesasawife?Ibattledtofind

theanswerAndIcriedtillIfellasleep.Iwokeup

onthebedthoughataround2:30And

Kananelo'seyeswerefixedonhislaptop.He

wasstillworking,Iwenttopee,gotoutofthe

pantsIwasinandjumpedintobedagain.

Me:thanksforcarryingme.

Kana:pleasure

Me:okay.

Iclosedmyeyesbutstruggledtofallasleep.I

keptplayingwithmyfeetunderthesheets.



Kana:Babe,pleasestopit.

Me:sorry..

Kana:Thanks

Ikeptmyeyesclosedstillthinkingaboutmy

unwantedchildandthethoughtofitjustpissed

meoffsomuchthatIendedupgoingtothe

guestroomtosleepthere.Ididn'tevensaya

thingwhenIleftthebedroom,heprobably

thoughtIwasgoingtodrinkwaterorsomething.

Ilockedmyselfinthereandfinallysleptagainat

around4.

Kana:Tshiamo!

Iwaswokenupbytheknock.WhenIchecked

thetime,itwas6:30.Iforcedmyselfoutofbed

andwenttounlock.

Me:Hi

Kana:Hey.Sowedon'tsleepinthemarital

bedroomanymore?



Me:Icouldn'tsleepwithallthelightfromyour

laptop.

Kana:I'msorry.

Me:it'sokay.Haveagreatdayatwork..

Kana:haveagreatdaytoo.

Me:Thanks.

Iclosedthedooragainandwentbacktobed.I

wokeat12:00whenNombucalledtosayshe's

comingsoIhadtoquicklyfreshenup.

Nombu:hellothere.

Me:heyNombu.

Nombu:Areyoufine?

Me:YesIam.Youlookbeautiful..

Nombu:Thankyou.

Me:howwasthefamilyvacation?

Nombu:sogreat.Spendingtimewithmyson

andhusbandisalwayssogreat.



Me:that'sgoodtohear.CanIgetyou

somethingtodrink?

Nombu:justjuice

Me:okay

IwenttogetusjuiceandsnacksandIaskedto

seethepictures.Theyweresobeautiful,it

lookedliketheyhadtonsoffun.

Me:Siyaissoadorable.

Nombu:thatnaughtyonebutatleastsoonhe'll

havesomeonetoplaywith..

Shesaidtouchingmybelly.

Me:Nombuhowdidyouknow?

Nombu:I'malwayswithyou.

Me:SoyoualsoknewthatI'mpregnant?

Nombu:Didn'tyou?

Me:No..Ididn'tknowuntilmycousinand

Grandmahinted.



Nombu:wellIsawitevenbeforeIwentonthis

vacation,Iwaswaitingforyoutotellmebut

youhaven't.

Igiggled.

Me:I'msorry.

Nombu:Youdon'tlooksoexcited..

Me:Iam..

Nombu:Don'tlie.

Me:Iamreally.Thedadisn't.

Nombu:What?

Me:Kananeloisnotsohappyaboutit.

Nombu:NoKananelomustjustmanupand

acceptthis.Whenyouhavesexbabieshappen!

Whichplanetdoeshelivein?Hethoughtbabies

growontrees?

Ilaughed.Nombuwassuchabreathoffreshair.

Nombu:I'masking..



Me:Youaskingthewrongperson

Nombu:Noit'sannoying!What'shisreason?

Me:Hesaidhe'snotreadytobeadad.

Nombu:Oh?Howmanypeoplearereadytobe

parents?Howmany?Heneedstogrowupand

bethereforyou!

Shewassopissed

Me:Pleasecalmdown..

Nombu:NoTshia!YouknowIdon'tlikeseeing

yousad..

Me:He'llcomearound

Nombu:Youthink?

Me:Yeshewill.

Nombu:Hebetter..

Me:Let'snottalkaboutthisanymore...

Nombu:Okaythen.Youreadyforschool?



Me:Iamactually

Nombu:WishIcouldjoinyou

Me:Sowhydon'tyou?

Nombu:I'vemissedthattrain.

Me:Nombu,youcanstillgobacktoschool.

Nombu:WellitwouldbeuselesscozSthe

wouldn'tallowmetoworkadayinMylife.

Me:Thesehusbands!Why?

Nombu:Helikesproviding.

Me:Buthewon'tstop.

Nombu:Youknowhowdumbmenare.He

doesn'tseeitthatway.

Me:Thislifethingcanbequitesadhey.

Nombu:Tellmeaboutit!

Me:Istillthinkyoushoulddowhatyourheart

tellsyoutodo.



Nombu:IthinkIwasborntocompletehigh

school,beahousewifeandamothertomykid

orkidscozSthewantsmore.

Me:wellifyouarecoolwiththatmyfriend

then...

Nombu:let'snotdepressourselvesanyfurther...

WechangedthetopicandJamesmadeus

somethingtoeat.Sheleftanhourbefore

Kananelocamebackcozshefearedshewas

goingtoloseitanddidn'twanttostickhernose

inourbusiness.

Kana:Hey

Me:Hi.

Kana:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.Howareyou?

Kana:I'mgood.Hadagoodday?

Me:Idid.ShouldImakeyousomethingtoeat?



Kana:Please.

Me:Okay.

Iwenttofixhimsomethingtoeatitthentook

thefoodtohim.Healreadyhadhislaptopanda

fewdocumentsoutwhichmeant,hehad

broughtmoreworkhome.Again!

Me:Hereyougo..

Kana:Thanksbabe

Me:okay...

AsIturnedtowalkawayhestoppedme...

Kana:pleasesitdown.

Idid.

Kana:haveyouthoughtaboutwhatyouwantto

do?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Kana:Aboutthebaby

Me:Younotsayinganything.



Kana:Afteryesterday'sconversation.Areyou

stillkeepingit?

Myjawdropped.

Me:whatthehellKananelo!

Kana:Iwasjustasking

Igotupfromthecouch.

Kana:Tshiamo!

Ilefthimthereashekeptcallingoutmyname

andwenttogeteverythingIcamewithafterwe

gotmarried.WhateverIgotfromhim,Ileft.I

zippedmybagsandmadeMywayoutafter

callingNolotocomefetchme.Itoldhershe'd

findmeatthesoccerfields.

Kana:woahandnow?

Ithrewtheweddingringathim.

Me:Youcangojump!Gohoporevengotohell

forthatmatter!MychildandIdon'tneedyou!

WatchasIwalkoutofthatdoorandforgetthat



Iwasonceapartofyourlife!

Alltheifs
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Nolo:soyouandKanadon'ttalk?

Me:No.

ThiswasaweekafterIhadleftmymarital

home..KanaandIhadnotspokensince.

Nolo:Youtwoneedtofixthis.

Me:okay.

Mybumphadgrown..Justabit.

Nolo:I'mserious..

Me:Nolo?

Nolo:Tshia.

Me:Ilovethatman!GodknowsIdobutItried

andI'dchoosemychildoverhimanytime!

Nolo:Iknowthatbutheprobablydidn'tmeanit



inabadway..

Me:Youknowwhat!Hedid.Pleasestopit!I'm

tryingtoreadmybook.

Ihadgottenafewbooks..Onpregnancyyes!I

wantedtobefullyprepared.Ihadtobe.

Nolo:Soyounotgoingtolistentome?

Me:no..Kananelodoesn'tcareNolo!

Nolo:Hedoes

Me:Yeahright.Youknowwhat!I'llmove!

Iwenttomybedroomtogoreadintherefor

abouttwohoursandat17:30,Istartedcooking.

Me:I'vegotainterviewnextweek..

Nolo:whatdoyoumean?

Me:I'vebeenapplyingforjobsthispastweek

andfinallyoneresponded..Salesconsultantjob

atKeywestmall.

Nolo:That'sgreat.



Me:Iknow.IhopeIgetit.It'sgoingtobegood

moneyandyouknowIslaysales.

Nolo:yourcalling.

Me:Absolutely.

Nolo:Soschool?

Me:I'veoptedfordistancelearning.

Nolo:makessense.

Me:Itdoes.

Nolo:Soyoureadytowork?

Me:I'vegotachildcoming!

Nolo:Youaresuchamother..

Me:asIshouldbeNolo.

"Dumelangmysisters!"

Keneilwehadjustgottenbackfromschool.

Me:heykid.

Kene:howareyouAus'Tshia?



Me:I'mgoodbabyhowareyou?

Kene:Imokay.

Nolo:Whyareyousolate?

Kene:Wehadastudygroupthingygoingon.

Nolo:Irepeat,whyareyoulate?

Me:Nolojustgivethekidabreak.Shetoldyou

whereshewas.

Nolo:She'slying.

Kene:I'mnotlyingsis.

Nolo:who'sthatboyyouwerewith?

Shekeptquiet.

Nolo:soyouwanttofallpregnantKeneilwe?Is

thatwhatyouwant?Isthatwhatyouwantfor

yourself?

Kene:Wejust...

Nolo:Iwillslapyou!



Me:Kenegoon.

Nolo:Tshiamothis...

Me:chill..goonkid.

Shewenttothebedroom.

Nolo:Whydidyoudothat?

Me:shewon'tlistenifyouscream.

Nolo:Whyisshewithboys?

Me:I'lltalktoher.

Nolo:OrelseI'llkillher.

Me:Fine..justrelax.Pots.

Nolo:Fine.

IwenttofindKene.

Me:Hellothere.

Kene:Aus'Tshia.

Me:yougood?

Kene:no.



Shehadtearsinhereyes.

Me:Youknowyoursister'sright,right?

Kene:Howso?She'salwaysshoutingatme!

AlwaysscreamingforgettingthatSabeloisher

childandnotme.

Me:That'swhereyougetitwrong..very

wrong..younotsupposetodothat.Youare

supposetogotoschoolandforgetabout

dating,you'llseethatafter.Yoursister'slooking

outforyou

Kene:moreliketryingtocontrolme.

Me:Youneedtofocusonyourstudies.

Kene:ButIlovehim

Me:tellhimtowaitforYou.

Kene:willhe?

Me:Ifhereallydoesthenhewill.

Shenodded



Me:NoloJustwantsthebestforyou.

Kene:wellatleastyounotscreamingatme

Me:I'mnotsupposeto.

Kene:I'lldoasyousayAus'Tshia.

Me:andstopcomingbacklate.Ireallycan't

takeyoursister'sscreaming.

Shegiggled.

Kene:Ipromise.

Me:That'sgood.Booktime.

Kene:pleaseassistmewithMaths.

Me:OhGod!AndhereIwasthinkingI'mdone

BeingatutorcozTshepangisgone.

Shegiggled.

Kene:Youareabouttobeatutorfortherestof

yourlife.Youhavealittleonecoming.

Me:Tellmeaboutit.Justfreshenup,grab

somethingtoeatandwe'llstart.



Kene:Okay.

Me:Good.

Ilefthertofreshenupandwentbacktothe

kitchen

Me:Pleasestopshouting.

Nolo:I'mnotshouting.

Me:Youarescreaming!Wereallydon'tneedthe

noise.

Shegiggled.

Nolo:I'msorry.

Me:Thankyou.

IfinishedcookingthenwenttohelpKene..we

didn'ttaketimedoinghermathshomeworkand

IhadaveryearlynightcozIwasverytired.The

nextday,NolowasoffsoIcouldn'tburymyself

inpregnancybooksbutIhadanassignmentto

completesoIwokeupat5todoitandwas

doneat8:45.



Nolo:morningbookworm.

Me:heyNolo

Nolo:Sowhatareyoudoingupsoearly?

Me:Justcompletedmyassignment

Nolo:Woah!Willyoubeabletojuggleworkand

school?

Me:IhavetoNolo.

Nolo:Youareyourmother'schild..

Me:OhIknowthatverywell.

Nolo:breakfastonme?

Me:Wegoingout?

Nolo;yes..solet'sgobath.

Ipackedmythingsand45minuteslater,we

wereoutandabout..Wewentbacktothe

houseataround14:00.

Nolo:Don'tburyyourselfinpregnancybooks



Me:Ican't!Younotgivingmethechanceto.

Nolo:goodyounotsupp...

Therewasaknock.Shetoldthepersonto

comein.Theygreetedus

ItwasKananelo'smumand2otherwomen,I

hadseenthematthewedding.Iwastoldthey

wereaunts.

K'smum:Tshia.

Me:Dumelamama.

K'smum:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfinema.

K'smum:Iwastoldbyyourhelperthatyou

movedoutfromyourhouse.

Me:Yesma.

K'saunt:Whathappened?

Me:Kananelotoldmetoaborthisownchild.

Indirectly.



K'saunt:Kananelohasquiteafewissuesthat

aremaybecausinghimtobehavethisway.

Me:Ibeggedhimtospeakbuthedidn't.

K'saunt:soyouleft?

Me:yes.

K's2ndaunt:That'snothowmarriedwoman

behaves.Youaresupposetopersevere.

Me:I'mforcedto?

2ndaunt:Yes.youareaTefonow.Youneedto

packyourbagsandgobacktoyourhouse.

Me:I'mnotgoingtodoanything.IfKananelo

caredhe'dbeherenotyou.Forgivemefornot

beingyouridealbridebutIchoosemychild

overKananeloandatthispoint,Idon'tcare

abouthim.Hecandealwithhisissuesalone.I'll

dealwithmychild..

2ndAunt:Tsh...

Me:Anotherthing,ifheevercomesbacktohis



senses,tellhimtonotcomenearmeormy

child..Hekilledhis..hehasnorighttoclaim

mine

Alltheifs
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Me:I'mtryingMike!

Mike:TryharderTshiamo.

Me:I'mreallytryingbutIkeepgettinghungry.

ThiswastoomonthsafterIhadmovedoutof

thehouse.Stillnocommunicationbetweenmy

husbandandI.Mychildwasdevelopingquite

well.Mike?MikewasoneoftheguysIknew.

HeworkedasaSamsungconsultant,just

oppositemyshopwhereIworkedasaMtn

consultant.Workedatamall.Imadegood

money,Nolodroppedmeoffeverymorningcoz

sheworkedliterally10minutesawayfromthe

mall.Mikewasagoodfriend.Hehada

girlfriendwhoheloveddearlyanda3yearold



daughter.IhadmadeafriendwhoIworked

with,Winnie.Suchachubbyandhappysoul.I

alwaysfinishedherlunchcozIwasalways

hungrybutsheunderstood.

Mike:Tshia,youneedtostopeatingtoomuch

cozifyoudon't,you'llendupwithextrababyfat.

Igiggled.

Me:Howdoesthatwork?

Mike:Ihavenoideaeither.

Me:MygoodnessMike!

Mike:Butlistentome..Ihaveachild.

Me:Right!

Mike:Don'tI?

Me:Youdo.

Mike:Exactly.

Myalarmrang.

Me:Okay!Mylunchhourisover.



Mike:I'llcomecheckonyouandWinnie.

Me:Bringsweets.

Mike:Fine!

Me:ByeMikey!

Mike:ByeTshia.

Iwentbacktotheshoptoreachmytargets!My

experienceasapromoterhelpedquitealotcoz

Iwasalwaysatthetop.WellIhadtocozIhad

babycomingandIneededeverycent.

Winnie:Tshia.

Me:Winnie.

Winnie:wanttogooutonSaturdayafterwork?

Me;Youmeantomorrow?

Winnie:Yes.

Me:WellIwouldifIcouldbutmyfriendis

throwingapartyforhersontomorrow.

Winnie:Nombu?



Me:Yes.

Winnie:Soyougoingtoakiddies'party?

Me:I'mtheGodmother.

Winnie:howboring.

Igiggled.

Me:nexttime?

Winnie:Nexttimeyou'llbechangingdiapers!Oh

howIhatethat.

Me:Butyouwentonandhadyoursecondand

thirdkid.

Shepinchedme.

Me:Ouch!

Winnie:don'tbemean

Me:I'mbeingtruthful

Winnie:justabit.

Me:Justalot.



Shelaughed.

Winnie:Ihaveneverseensomeoneasexcited

asyou.

Me:Abouthavingababy?

Winnie;Yes.

Me:Ithinkit'sexciting.

Winnie:WellIhadkidscozmyhusbandwanted

kids.

Icouldn'thelpbutlaughatherfacialexpression

Me:Soyoudidn'twanttohavekids?

Winnie:Ididbutnotthree.

Me:Whynot?

Winnie:Itsalot.

Me:Andhubby?

Winnie:WehavethreemoretogoTshia.

Me:Woah!



Winnie:Beingamarriedwomanishard..I

sometimesmissmyfreedom.Don'tgetme

wrong,I'mhappybutsometimestheconditions

thatcomewithmarriagearen'tsoeasytodeal

with.

Me:Ifeelyou.

Winnie:Butyouontheotherhand...

Me:It'snotsoeasytrustme.

Winnie:Wellyou'veneversaidanythingabout

yourboyfriend/babydaddy.

Me:Boyfriendyousay?

Winnie:youengaged?

Me:I'mseparated.

Winnie:Huh?

Me:I'mmarried.

Winnie:Tshia!I'veknownyoufor2months!

Me:IDon'tliketalkingaboutit.



Winnie:hurts?

Me:Yeah.

Winnie:Okaylet'snottalkaboutitthen.

Me:thankyou.

Winnie:Ithinkitstimetowork.

Me:Ohyesitis

Threepeopleweremakingtheirwayintothe

shop.Weassistedthemandfrom13:00wegot

superbusy!Peoplejustkeptfloodingin.Iwas

gladwhenIactuallygotabreak.

Winnie:Woah!

Me:Iknowright?

Winnie:monthendhey!Dopeopleneedphones

somuch?

Igiggled.

Me:Yes.

Winnie:NoI'mtired.



Me:You'llbestrong.

Winnie:Aren'tyou?

Me:Winnie,Icanneverbetired.

Winnie:IwishIhadyourenergy.Ihaveamanto

satisfywhenIgethome.

Me:thankGodI'mnotyou.

Winnie:Youcansaythatagain.

"It'stheperksofbeingmarried"

Webothturnedassoonasweheardthevoice.I

wasabitstartledcozIknewit.

Kana:Ladies.

Winnie:Hellosir.

Kana:Howareyouladiesdoing?

Winnie:Quitegood.

Me:Howcanwehelpyou?

Kana:Ineedaupgrade.



Me:Winniecanyouassisthim?

Kana:I'dliketobeassistedbyyou.

Winnie:snatchhim!

Irolledmyeyesather.

Me:thiswayplease

Hefollowedme.

Me:whatkindofaphoneareyoulookingfor?

Kana:Formalities.

Me:Iamatwork..Ineedtobeformal.

Kana:Howareyou?

Me:Imfine.Whatkindofphonedoyouwant?

Kana:Suggestone.

Me:What'swrongwithyourcurrentone?

Kana:Idon'tlikeitanymore..

Me:LookKananelo,justlookaroundandcall

mewhenyou'vemadeadecisionokay?



Kana:Thenyouwouldn'tbedoingyourjob.

Me:Iwouldbe.Isaidcallmewhenyou'vemade

adecision.

Kana:Tshia...

WeweredisturbedbyaloudMike

Mike:Winnilish!Tshialish

Winnie:Mikeylish.

Mike:Yougood?

Winnie:Allgoodyou.

Mike:verygood..yoursnacks

Winnie:Thankyou.

Mike:yoursweetsma'am

Ilaughedandthankedhim

Me:Whydoyoulikegivingussuchnames?

Mike:cuteright?

Me:Hellno!



Mike:Benice.Ibuyyouwhateveryoucrave.

Me:ThanksMike..

Mike:Okayseeyoutwotomorrow.I'veknocked

off.

Me:Bye!

Winnie:ByeMikeylish.

Mike:Byewinnilish..Tshialish.

Me:ByeMikey.

Mike:sorryfordisturbingbrayam.

Kana:nostress

Wesaidgoodbyetohimandhewentoutagain.

Kana:Canwestepout?

Me:NoI'monduty

Kana:Soyouhaveothermenbuyingyoustuff?

Me:Wellmyhusbandisn'tquiteonboardwith

thefactthatI'mcarryinghischild,othermen



knowthatwhentheyhaveunprotectedsex

babieshappenandknowhowtotreata

pregnantwoman.Youshouldtakenotesforthe

nextpersonyou'llimpregnate,nowwhichphone

doyouwant?
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Kana:Sowereallydoingthis?

Me:chooseaphone

HedidandIdidwhatIhadto.Minuteslater,he

wasoutandIcouldbreatheagain.

Winnie:so?

Me:So?

Winnie:Didhetakeyournumber?

Me:No.

Winnie:Heishandsome.

Me:Right!



Winnie:YouDon'tthinkso?

Me:heisWinnie

Winnie:Andheaskedtobeassistedbyyou

Me:so?

Winnie:Mygoodness!Can'tyousee?

Me:Winnie.

Winnie:Tshiamo.

Me:Let'sjustclockoutplease

Winnie:Okayfine

WeknockedoffandIdecidedtocatchataxi

home.

Me:helloKid.

Kene:HelloAus'Tshiamo

Me:Howareyou?

Kene:I'mgood..youlooktired.

Me.I'mverytired..



Kene:NolosaidShe'llgettakeaways.

Me:Okaythat'sgood.I'mgoingtotakea

shower.

Kene:Okay.

Iwenttotakeashoweranddecidedtocheck

onmylittlesister.

Tshepang:Sissy.

Me:Hellolittleone.

Tshepang:Howareyou?

Me:I'mokayyou?

Tshepang:HangingInthere..

Me:How'sschoolgoing?

Tshepang:yho!

Shesighed

Me:Thatbad?

Tshepang:Whywasn'tIwarned?



Igiggled.

Me:feelwhatwefelt.

Tshepang:Horriblesister.

Me:OhIloveyoutoo..listen,comehereafter

yourSaturdayclass.

Tshepang:willdadallowmetocome?

Me:hehasto.

Tshepang:Pleasecallhim.

Me:Okay.

Tshepang:Ican'twaittoseeyou

Me:Ican'twaittoseeyoutoo..where'sResego?

Tshepang:Outwithherfriends.

Me:Out?

Tshepang:Yeah.TheyjuststandinghereatThe

gate.

Me:Notgoingtojointhem?



Tshepang:Idon'tlikethem

Me:whodoyoulike?

Tshepang:ThutoandPalesa.

Me:Ohyes.

Tshepang:pleasecalldadnow..Ireallyneedto

getabreakfrombooks.

Me:OkayI'llcallyouback.

Tshepang:Okaysis.

Ihungupandcalleddad.

Dad:YouwantNandosagain?

Ilaughed.

Me:Hidad.

Dad:HeyLily.

Me:howareyoudad?

Dad:I'mFine..how'smygrandchilddoing

Me:Perfectlyfine.



Dad:isit?

Me:Yessir.

Dad:okaybothermealready.

Igiggledagain.

Me:CanIhaveTshepangtomorrow?

Dad:Tomorrow?

Me:Yesdad.AfterherSaturdayclass.

Dad:Don'tyouhaveapartytogoto?

Me:IdobutshecanstaywithNoloandIwon't

spendalotoftimethere.

Dad:Okaythen

Me:Isthatokay?

Dad:Yesitis.

Me:andResegoismorethanwelcometocome

visitherbigsisteraswell.

Dad:Okaybigsister



Me:OkayGrandpa.

Dad:good!

Me:Byedad.

Dad:Byebabygirl.

IcalledTshepangagaintotellherwhatdad

saidandwashappywhenNolocamebackwith

ourfood

Nolo:wereyouthathungry?

Me:I'malwayshungry.

Nolo:Clearly.

Me:Yeahright.Where'sKene?

Nolo:she'soutside.

Me:She'shavinghermealoutside?

Nolo:No..she'swithherfriend.

Me;Ohokay

Nolo:Howwaswork?



Me:Kananelocame.

Nolo:for?

Me:Togetanupgrade..hegotangrywhenMike

Broughtmeapacketofsweets.

Nolo:Thatmusthavedifficult.

Me:HetriedtostartandIcalledhimtoorder.

Nolo:OhTshia!

Me:Icanlivewithouthim

Nolo:He'sstillyourhusband.

Me:Thatmeansnothing.

Nolo:Tshiagivehimachance.

Me:No.

Nolo:You'llregretthis.

Me:Idon'trecallturningmybackonmychild.

Nolo:YouaresoStubbornanditsso

unnecessary.



Me:youdon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

You'veneverbeeninmyshoes.

Nolo:Fairenough.

Me:Yeah!Thanksforthefood.

Iateupandwenttobed.Thenextdaywas

workasusualandat14:00Iknockedoff,went

tochangeandtookNolo'scarsoIcouldgoto

Nombu'sforSiya'sbirthdayparty.Hewasvery

excitedtoseeme..Iwastoo.Iwasquitehappy

toseethewivesaswellbelieveitornot.

Amanda:congratulationsTshia!

Shesaidbrushingmybelly.

Moratua:Pregnancylooksgoodonyou.

Me:Thankyou.

Moratua:

Nombu:Okaythiswayladies.Tshia,Juicefor

youokay?



Me:Okaymum!

Wefollowedhertothetentthatwassetupand

thepartybegan,Siyawasveryhappyandthat's

allthatmattered.Whenwewenttodishup,

Kanapulledmetotheside.

Kana:canItalktoyou?

Me:Notnow..

Kana:CanIcomeoverlater?

Me:no.

Kana:Please

Me:pleasestopannoyingme.

Kana:allowmetocomeoverfirst..

Me:fine.

Kana:I'llbethereataround20:00

Me:fine.

IwenttojointheladiesandIleftataround

19:00cozIwasexhausted..Siyadidn'twantme



togobutmygiftdidthetrick.WhenIgothome,

NolowaswithTshepang,ResegoandKene..

Theywerehavingcocktails..Really!

Me:Soyoudon'twantthekidstodatebutyou

givethemalcohol?

Nolo:Letthemdatealcohol.

Ilaughed.

Me:Heyyoutwo.

Ihuggedthem.

Tshepang:youaresopregnant.

Resego:Andsopretty.

Me:ThankyouResego.Shecangobackto

dad's.

Tshepang:Nottoday.

Me:LetmegoshowerandI'lljoinyou.

Kene:Foranonalcoholicdrink.

Me:ohshutup!



WeallgiggledandIwenttotakeashower,got

intomyPJsandAsIwasstillhavingfunwith

thesisters,Kanacalledmetosteppit.

Me:YesKananelo!

Kana:BabyI'dliketoapologizeplease.

Me:Whynow?

Kana:Iwasn'tinmyrightstate.

Me:really?

Kana:yes..LookTshia,I'veneverquitehada

greatfatherfigureinmylife.hewasalwaysin

andoutInmylife..I'mnotsureifI'llmakea

greatdadornot.

Me:Oh?

Kana:Thefeelingofbeingafatherscaresme

andbeingmyfather'ssonhasit'seffects,that

manwasnotsomeonetolookupto.Hehad

demonsthathetookoutonusandbecauseof

thatIsaidI'dneverhavekids.



Me:Ohsokidswereneverapartofyourplans?

Kana:No.

Me:soyouliedtomewhenyousaidyou"not

yet"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Soyoutookoutyourfrustrationsonmy

unbornchild?Evenwantedmetokillan

innocentsoul.

Kana:Iwasn'tthinkingstraight

Me:Youweresupposetohealfromthis

child..bewhatyourfatherwasn'ttoyou.Now

youjustwentthesamerouteashedid..What

angersmethemostisthatIaskedyoutotell

mewhatyourproblemwasandyoudidn't.

Kana:IknowbabybutI'msorry.

Me:SoittookMike'ssweetstogetyoubackto

yoursenses?

Hekeptquiet.



Me:it'stoolateKananelo..Wereallydon'tneed

youandImeanit.Pleasestayawayfromus.
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Kana:Youdon'tmeanthat..

Me:Ido..getintothatcarandgobacktoyour

life.

Kana:Babyplease.

Me:Don'ttouchmeKananelo.

Kana:I'msorry.

Me:GetinAndleave.

Kana:Please

Me:Leave!

Heslowlygotintothecaranddroveoffslowly.I

wentbacktothesistersandwehadquitean

awesomenight..Whentheyleftthenextday,I

taggedalongwiththemcozIwanteddadto



dropmeoffatmygrandparents'house.I

missedthem.

Grandpa;Ohoh!She'sheretofinishourfood.

Ilaughed.

Me:HelloOupa.

Oupa:HelloLily.

Me:howareyou?

Oupa:I'mgoodandyou?

Me:I'mokay.

Oupa:Youhungry?

Me:No.

Oupa:Thenwhyareyouhere?

Me:Toseeyou..

Oupa:Why?

Me:CozImissedyou.

Oupa:Andthefridge



Me:No.

Igiggled.Ilovedmygrandfather.Tothecore!

Hewassuchanamazingman.Alwaysmaking

thosearoundhimlaughandjustbeinghisold

self.

Oupa:Imissedyoutoopregnantone

Me:where'sGran?

Oupa:Inyourdad'soldbedroom.

Me:I'llseeyoujustnow.

Oupa:I'mgoingtoTryphina.

Me:Granthinksshewantsyou..

Oupa:Oh!Yoursillygrandmotherthough.I've

goteyesonlyforher.Tellher.

Me:Mostdefinitelysir.

HeleftandIfoundGraninthebedroom.

Me:Gran

Gran:HelloTshia.



Ihuggedher.

Me:Whatisallofthis?

Gran:Yourbabystuff.

Me:Babystuff?

Gran:Yes.

Me:Koko,aretheseDad'sthings?

Gran:Ohyes.

Me:Youkeptallofthis?

Gran:Hadeverythinginherewashedeverytwo

months.

AllthethingsshehadoutlookedBrandnew,

towels,bathtub,nappybags,babyromps,socks.

Me:Wow!

Gran:Neutralcolorsyousee?

Me:Theselooknew.

Gran:IhaveafewnewthingswhichIboughtfor



you.Yourstepmumdoestoobutyou'llsee

themwhenyougothere.

Me:WellIlikedad'sthings.

Gran:Really?

Inodded.

Me:QuiteamazingGran.

Gran:I'masupergranright?.

Me:Definitely.

Gran:Tshia?

Me:Gran.

Gran:What'swrong?

Me:Ijustreallywishmumwashere.

Gran:Ohchild!

Me:ithurtsmeeverydaywhenIthinkofher.

Gran:Youknowshe'swatchingoveryouright?

Me:Really?



Gran:Absolutely..

Me:WellIreallyhopeso.

Gran:Don'tworry..

Me:I'mnotKoko.

Gran:Good..nowtellme.

Me:Yesma'am?

Gran:Haveyoufixedthingswithyourhusband?

Me:No.

Gran:Why?

Me:Kananeloishardtodealwithkoko.

Gran:Everymanishardtodealmychild.

Me:Ican'tgetoverhimaskingmetokillmy

child.

Gran:itwasprobablyshock.

Me:Hecametoapologize.

Gran:That'sgood..



Me:AfterhesawMikegivingmesweets.

Gran:Atleastthatmanmadehimcometo

senses

Me:Nokoko.Wefinewithouthim.

Gran:Yougrewupwithoutafather,youwant

yourchildtogrowupwithoutonetoo?

Ikeptquiet.

Gran:Childyoubetteranswerme

Me:it'stoolatekoko.

Gran:ThatchildisKananelo's.Youaremarried

tothatboy!Younotdatinghim.

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter.Hebehavedlikewedating

soitstoolate.

Gran:Tshiamoyouaresostubborn.

Me:ForalltheRightreasonskoko.

Gran:YouneedtodoTherightthing.

Me:I'mdoingtherightthing.



Monthslater,Iwastired,bigandwelljusttired.

Mypregnancywasexhausting!Veryexhausting.

IwasstillnottalkingtoKananelobuthe

checkedonmeviaNolo.He'dalwayscallher

cozIhadblockedhim.Ididn'thavetimeforhim

honestly,Iwasdealingwithababythatmade

meeat5timesadayandsnacktwiceaday.I

wasasbigasawhale.

Nolo:Tshiamo!

Me:Hello.

Nolo:aren'tyougettinguptoday?

Me:No.

Nolo:Aren'tyougoingtowork?

Me:I'vebookedoff..

Nolo:Until?

Me:untilmymaternityleaveisover.

Nolo:Wellthat'snice.



Me:Itis.Ineedtherest.

Nolo:Youdo.Breakfast?

Me:Notyet

Nolo:Okaythen

Me:andaren'tyougoingtowork?

Nolo:NoI'moff

Me:Okay

Nolo:Tshiawhenareyoudue?

Me:Inaweek..

Nolo:nowonderyouthistired.

Me:CanIjustsleep?

Nolo:Okay.

SheletmerestforanhourandwhenIwokeup,

Itookashower.

Nolo:Areyoufine?

Me:Ifeeladiscomfortinmyabdomen.



Nolo:Isithard?

Me:itis.Itfeelslike...ouch!

Isuddenlyfeltadullacheonmybackandlower

abdomenbutasImoveditdidn'tstop.I

rememberNologoingoutandcomingback

withhelpandtherestwashistory.

Dad:Shelooksadorable..

Me:Sheis.

Dad:Haveyouthoughtofaname?

Me:Iwashopingyouwouldnameyourfirst

grandchild.

Dad:Yousure?

Inodded.

Dad:Tshegofatso.

Me:you'vealwayslovedthatname

Dad:that'strue.Kanagavemethistogiveto

youafterbirth.



Itwasababyhamper.

Me:Ohokay

Dad:Andthis.

Hepassedmeacard

"Tshiamo

IknowIwasn'tthereforyouforthepast9

months,IguessIdeservedthepunishment,I

reallyhopeyou'llreceivethiscardwellandI

hopeyoumaybeconsidermyrequest.In

additiontowhatevernameyou'llgiveourchild

pleaseconsiderthename"Oratilwe".AlthoughI

couldn'tbethereforthebothyou,youhavea

specialplaceinmyheart.I'malsosadthatI

couldn'tbethereforyouasyougavelifetoour

childbutIhavetorespectyourwishes.Thank

youforgivingbirthtohalfofmeandIhopewe

canfixthingsinfuture

KananeloTefo"
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Dad:MsLily.

Ifinallygotmyeyesoffthecard

Me:pa?

Dad:Thename?

Me:Itsabeautifulname

Dad:Ithinkitshouldbeherfirstname.

Me:Youthinkso?

Dad:YesLily.

Me:Okay.

Dad:Donedeal?

Me:Yesdad..

Dad:hewantedtobehere.

Ikeptquiet.

Dad:Tshiamo?



Me:Pleasegivemetimedad.

Dad:dontpunishthischild.

Ikeptquietagain.

Dad:I'llletyourest..

Me:thanksdad.

HeputOradown.

Me:I'llseeyoulater.

Dad:okay.

HekissedMyforeheadandhergranddaughter's

thenleftus.Wehadenoughrestandwewent

homeaftertwodays.WellIwenttomydad's

cozmystepmotherwantedtohelp..shewasso

excitedaboutthekid,Ididn'twanttocoz

TshepangandResegowerepreparingfortheir

examsbutdadsaidI'dstayInthebackroom.

Nolo:Ican'tgetoverhercuteness.

Me:OhNolo!



Nolo:She'ssoadorable.

Me:Andeatstoomuch.

Nolo:sheshould.

Me:Sheshouldsuckthelifeoutofme?Hey

baby.

Isaidsmilingatmygem

Nolo:lookatyou.Theloveinyoureyes.

Me:I'veneverfeltthiskindoflove.

Nolo:Mother'slove..welcometomotherhood.

Me:Itfeelssogood.

Nolo:andKana?

Me:Whatabouthim?

Nolo:Whenareyougoingtounblockhim?

Me:Nolo...

Nolo:Tshiahemissesyouandhewantstobea

partofhisdaughter'slife.



Me:Noloplease.

Nolo:Youneedtodealwiththisnow.

Me:CanIdealwithmydaughterfirst?

Nolo:You'vebeendealingwithyourdaughter

for9months.

Me:letmegetusedtoherthen.

Nolo:Okay.

Me:Thankyou.

Nolo:Forgivethe...

Myphonerang..Savedbyaphonecall.

Me:Heyhey.

Winnie:Girl!

Me:HeyWinnie.

Winnie:hellomummy

Me:OhWinnie.

Winnie:Congratulations!



Me:Thankyou.

Winnie:Howisthelittleonedoing?

Me:she'sokay..shejusteatsalot.

Winnie:Healthychildwehave.

Igiggled.

Me:Iguessso

Winnie:Issheasbeautifulasmummy?

Me:I'llshareafewpicturessoon

Winnie:Goodenoughforme.

Me:Imissyouthough.

Winnie:Imissyoutoo..

Me:How'swork?

Winnie:Boring.

Me:AndMikey?

Winnie:he'snexttome..holdon.

Iheldonforabouttwosecondsandhestarted



singingalullaby.

Me:Mike!

Mikey:Putthekidonthephone.

Me:No!

Mike:Whataboringmother!

Ilaughed.

Me:HeyMikey!

Mike:HeyTshialish..howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.You?

Mike:wemissyou.

Me:Metoohey.

Mike:youenjoyingyourbreastmilk?

Igiggled.

Me:It'ssweetyes.

Mike:Sies!

Me:Keng?



Mike:Youtastedyourownmilk?

Me:Yes.Ihaveto.

MikeOkayfinewhatever!I'llshoweryouwith

giftssoon.

Me:That'swhatyoudobest

Mike:Ofcourse.I'llcheckonyoulaterokay?

Me:okayMikey.

IsaidbyetobothhimandWinniethenhungup.

Nolo:Yougoingtostopmefromcarryingon?

Me:Nolopleasehle.

Therewasasoftknockonthedoorand

TshepangandResegowalkedin.

Resego:Heysis

Me:heybabe.

Tshepang:Howwasyourday?

Me:Long.



Resego:AndhowwasShe?

Nolo:sweetasalways.

Tshepang:wellthenanniesareback.

Me:wecanseethat.

Tshepang:Welcomeus.

NoloandIlaughed.

Me:WelcomeTshepang..welcomeResego.

Tshepang:Thankyou.

Me:where'sBontle?

Resego:She'sjealousthatone..shethinksyou'll

turnyourbackonhercozyouhaveababy

Me:Awman.

Nolo:Bontlethough.

Me:Nowondershe'ssomadatme

Resego:Andsad.

Me:I'llmakeituptoher.



Tshepang:Youhavenochoicebutto.

Me:Iknowriright.

Weallplayedwithmygemforabout30andwe

weredisturbedbymystepmum

Priscilla:Tshia?

Me:Ma?

Priscilla:Youhaveavisitor.

Me:Who?

Priscilla:Yourhusband.

Me:ohokay.

Nolo:Let'sgogirls.

ResegohandedOraovertomeandtheyleftthe

room..IwaitedforKananelotoknockandtold

himtocomein..helookedreallygreat..hewas

inNikekicks,jeansthatwerefoldedatthe

bottomandaNikeshirt.

Kana:Hey.



Me:Hey

Hiseyeswerefixedonthebaby

Kana:HowAreyou?

Me:I'mokayhowareyou?

Kana:hanginginthere.

Me:That'sgood.

Kana:CanIpleaseholdher?

Ilookedatmydaughterthenbackathim.

Kana:Please.

Icarefullypassedhertohim.

Kana:Heysnowflake.Hey

Hewasplayingwithhertinyfingers.

Kana:She'ssoperfect.

Me:very.

Kana:Tshia?

Ilookedathim.



Kana:I'lldoanythingandImeananythingto

haveyoubackinmylife,justcomebackhome

please
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Ilookedathim.

Kana:Please.

Islowlyshookmyhead.

Me:wefinehere.

Kana:Tshiamowhenwillyoustoppunishing

me?

Me:I'mnotpunishingyou.

Kana:then?

Me:I'mnotsureaboutyou..

Kana:I'movermyissues.

Me:HowdoIknowifyoutellingthetruthornot



Kana:I'vebeenhavingsessionswithMarina.

Me:really?

Kana:Shesaiditwasnormalformetofeelthat

waycozthat'showmostchildrenwhohad

abusiveparentsfeelmostofthetime.

Me:Whatelse?

Kana:Thatitwaswrongofmetonotbethere

youandourchild.Alsosheadvisedmetostay

awayfromyoucozifIhadbeenpersistentyou

mighthavehadadifficultpregnancybecauseof

me.

Iplayedwithmyfingers.

Kana:TshiaI'mreallysorry.

Myeyesfellonhimandonthebabywhowas

sleeping

Me:I'veforgivenyou.

Kana:Thankyou.



Me:forthebaby'ssake.

Kana:sowhataboutus?

Me:Idontthinkthereisan"us"anymore.

Kana:Tshiamopleasedon'tsaythat.

Me:Kana,WhenIwentonmykneesbegging

youtotalkthenyoudecidedtoshutmeout,I

feltIwasnotenoughforyou.

Kana:Babyyouare.

Me:AmIreally?

Kana:Yes.

Me:Doyouevenloveme?

Kana:Whatkindofaquestionisthat?

Me:Onethatneedsananswer!Maybeyou

marriedmecozyoufeltsorryformeor...

Kana:Tshiamo,Iwastryingtogetyouawaycoz

Icared,Istilldo.I'llalwaysdo.BabyIloveyou.

Pleasemylove.Thathouseisemptywithout



you

IfixedMyeyesonhim.

Me:LetmeupherDown

HecarefullypassedhertomeagainandIwent

toputherInhercot.

Kana:Canwejusttalkaboutthis?

Me:I'mtiredoftalking.

Kana:Iunderstand..

Heslowlygotupfromthechair.

Kana:whencanIcomeseeheragain?

Me:she'syourdaughterKananelo.Anytime.

Kana:Thankyou

Me:okay.

Kana:Iloveyou.

Ikeptquiet.

Kana:I'llseeyoutomorrowthen.



Me:Bye.

IwatchedashewalkedoutandIcalledResego

whotoldmethatNolohadleftsoIdecidedto

takeanaptoo..awelldeservedoneactually.I

wokeupwhenOradid,changedherdiaperand

fedher.

Priscilla:Tshia.

Me:ma?

Priscilla:canItalktoyou?

Me:okayma.

Shesatdown.

Priscilla:liftherheadabithighersoshefeeds

well.

IdidasIwastold.

Priscilla:good.

Me:thanksma.

Priscilla:thisiswhyI'mhere.Tohelpyou.



Me:thankyou.

Priscilla:Ineedyoutolistentomeokaymy

child?

Me:Okayma.

Priscilla:Child,youaremarried,whetheryoulike

itornot,youaremarried.Youareanowa

motherandyouneedtodowhat'sbestforyour

child.Thingsaren'tthesameanymore.

Everythingisabouthernow.Unfortunately

that'sthesadthingaboutbeingaparent,when

youbringachildintothisworld,youforget

aboutyourselfforabit.You'llwalkinto

Woolworthslookingforlacebrasandpanties

andyou'llcomeoutwithaBarbietop,sandals

andmaybeapinktutu.Yourworldsuddenly

revolvesaroundyourchild.Untilshestarts

talkingcozshe'llthinkshe'sindependentand

willstartmakingdemandslikedecidingshe

wantstostayherewithhergrandparentscoz

youshoutedatherforsplashingwaterallover



theplaceorwhateverthingthatmighthave

causedthefight.

Iwaslistening.Ipaidalotofattentiontoher

actually.

Priscilla:butfornow,youincontrolandyou

beingincontrolmeansyouneedtodowhat's

bestforyourchildandallowinghertogrowup

withbothparentsaroundher.Tshia,Itookyou

fromyourfather,I'llprobablygotohellforthat.

Don'tletyourchildgothroughwhatyouwent

through.I'veseenhowmuchyouandKananelo

loveeachother.It'smagical.Nowimaginea

childgrowinguptowitnessthatsortoflove.

Don'tyouwantthat?

Me:Idon'tknowifIcanbewithhimanymore.

Priscilla:whatdoesyourheartsay?

Me:Ma,IloveKananelobutuntilhedealswith

hisissuesthen...

Priscilla:Kananelohasbeenseeingthatlady



thathelpedyouandyourfather.What'sher

nameagain?Martha?

Me:Marina.

Priscilla:Yes.Marina.Heoncetoldyourdad

aboutit.Evenwantedtoattendsomesessions

withyoubutyouhadblockedhimsohecouldnt

reachyou.

Me:Ithoughthe'slying.

Priscilla:ThatboylovesyouandI'msurehe

loveshisdaughtertoo.CanItellyousomething?

Inodded.

Priscilla:Ididn'twantkidseither.BeforeImet

yourfather,IfellpregnantandIabortedthat

child.Foronereason,mymumhadfavorites.

Shelovedmyyoungerbrotherandoldersister

more.Thatmadeherahorriblemothertothe

restofmysiblingssowhenIfoundoutIwas

pregnant,IwasafraidI'dtakeoutmy

frustrationsonthechildandendedupkillingan



innocentchild.IregretiteverydaybutI'veasked

forforgivenessfromthecreator.Iknowwhat

Kananelodidhurtyoubutheactedthatway

basedonhispast.Itwaswrongyesbuthehas

triedfixingit.He'shandsomeandloving,they'll

snatchhim.

Thewayshesaiditmademelaugh.

Priscilla';okaylaughmychild.

Me:I'msorryma.Thewayyousaiditjustmade

melaugh.

Thelittleonefinallyhadenoughofmybreast

milkandshetookhertoburpher.

Priscilla:JustthinkaboutwhatIsaid

Me:Okaymama.

Priscilla:That'sbetter.

SheputOratosleepagainandtoldmetojust

restandthatshe'dbebackagaintocheckon

us.AtleastIhadTVsoIwasn'tsobad.I



unblockedKananelocozIknewhe'dwantto

checkonhisdaughter.Hehadsomuchlovein

hiseyeswhenhelookedather.Thegirlscame

backtochillwithMeandataround19:00they

lefttogostudy.UncleLesedicameinbearing

gifts.

Lesedi:Heysis.

Me:Heyyou..

Lesedi:yougood?

Me:Iam..howwaswork?

Lesedi:itwasfine..Ora'sgifts.

Me:Thankslittleone

Lesedi:I'manunclenow.Ineedtobehavelike

one.

Igiggled.

Me:YesSir!

Ilovedmybrother.Hehadamindofhisown



whichiswhatIenjoyedaboutbeingwithhim.

We'dalwayshaverandomtopicsandyou'd

alwayspickhisbrain.Toosmartfora19year

old.Hehaddecidedhe'dstudybusiness

managementthefollowingyearparttimecoz

dadwasagainsthisrappingdreambutItold

himtonotstopgoingtothestudiotorecordin

fact,Iwaspoppingoutsomemoneyforhis

sessions.Oursecret..nooneknewaboutit.We

chilledwithbabytilllateandIgotsomerest

finally.Wokeuptwiceatnightandthenextday,

Ihadavisitfrommymotherinlawandthose

auntsthatcamewithher

Aunt1:Tshiamo.

Me:Dumelangbagolo.

Aunt2:Whyaren'tyouinyourmaritalhome?

Aunt1:exactly,youareaTefobride.Your

motherinlawneedstobetakingcareofyou.

Younotsupposetobehere.



Me:Kananelocalledtosayyou'dbecoming.To

seethebabynottotellmeaboutmaritalhomes

ma.

Aunt1:Wellwehavetoraiseit.

Me:Ohokay.

Aunt2:youneedtopackeverythingthat'syours

andthebaby'sandcomewithus.

Me:I'mokayherema.I'mwithmyfamily.

Aunt1:Tshiamo,we'vehadenoughnow!Outof

allthebrideswehaveyouarethemost

troublesome!BehavelikeaTefobride!Pack

Yourbagsandcomewithustoyourinlaw's

house!
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Me:Withallduerespect...

Aunt2:PackTshiamo.



Me:Irefuseto.

K'smum:Tshia,youaremarriedmychild.

Me:AndIunderstandthatmabutthisismy

homeandit'suptometo.

Aunt1:itsnotuptoyou.

Me:CanIbeexcused?

K'smum:Okay.

Ileftthemwithmystepmotherwhowasawfully

quietandIcalledKananelo.

Kana:Baby?

Me:HeyKananelo.

Kana:issnowflakefine?

Me:She'sokay.Areyouatwork?

Kana:No.I'mabouttocometherewhy?

Me:Soyourmum'sherewithyouraunts.

Kana:AsIsaidtheywould..



Me:yesbuttheyaredemandingthatIgoto

yourmother'shouse

Kana:What?Forwhat?I'mComing.

HehungupbeforeIcouldevensayanything.I

wentbacktothemandofferedthemjuiceand

biscuits.Iwasalotcalmercoztheircrazyson

wascoming.

Priscilla:Whatdoyousay?

Me:Aboutwhatma?

Priscilla:goingtoYourInlaws?

Me:Kananelo'scoming

Aunt2:Youcalledyourhusband?

Me:Thisishischildisitnotma?

Theykeptquiet.WealldiduntilKananelo

arrived.

Kana;Dumelang.

Theygreetedhimback.



Kana:Didn'tyousayyoujustcomingtoseethe

baby?

Aunt2:andfetchthem.

Kana:No..HowmanytimesmustItellyouthat

nowifeofminewillstayatherwithherinlaws?

Howmanytimes?

Aunt2;it'spartoftradition.

Kana:AndI'msaying"no"

Aunt1:Kananelo...

K'smum:Let'snotfight.Tshiamo,asYour

motherin-law,I'llbeavailableanytimeyouneed

me.Justletmebethereformygrandchild.

Me:I'llneverstopyoufromseeingyour

grandchildma.

K'smum:HadIknownthatthey'dbringsuch

troubleIwouldhavecameherealone.

Me:it'sokayma.



K'smum:I'llcalltosetanotherdate.

Kana:Withoutthem.

K'smum:yesKananelo.Iheardyou.

Me:Maareyoufine?

Shedidn'tseemfineatall.

K'smum:Iwillbe.Let'sgoAunts.

Iwatchedastheyallgotup.Onewasstill

mumblingsomethingtotheother.Priscilla

walkedthemoutandKanalookedatme.

Kana:I'msorrythathappened.

Me:Youdidn'tknowitwould.

Kana:Stillsorry.

Me:itsokay.

Kana:Where'sSnowflake?

Me:sleeping.Yourmumdidn'tevengetthe

chancetoseeher.



Kana:Shewill.

Me:CanIofferyousomethingtodrink?

Kana:CanIjusthavewater?

Me:Okay.

Iwenttogethimabottleofwater

Me:hereyougo.

Kana:Thanks.Ithinkshe'sup.

Shewas.Iwenttogogether.Hetookherfrom

meandcalmedherdown.

Me:youneedtochangeherdiaper.

Kana:how?

Me:Figureitout.

Kana:youknowI'veneverchangedadiaper

right?

Me:Wellthere'safirsttimeforeverything.

Kana:okayletmetry.



Me:Dothat

Hedidagoodjob.

Me:rocketscienceright?

Helaughed

Kana:Yesitits..

Me:Yeahright.

Kana:Notsobad.

Me:Itisn't.Yougetthehangofit..

Helookedstraightintomyeyes.

Kana:Thankyou.

Me:for?

Kana:AllowingMetobeafathertomy

daughter.

Me:Itsonlyfair.

Kana:Sowejustgoingtoco-parent?

IlookedatOra.



Kana:Tshiamo?

Me:Itsbetterthisway.

Kana:Betterforyouorme?

Me:Forallofus.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:sheneedstobefed.

Kana:okayhereyougo...

Me:I'llgiveyouherbottle..I'vepumpedsome

milk.

Iwatchedashefedhimwellatleastheknew

whattodoafterfeedingher..shewassoon

asleep.

Me:Goodjob.

Kana:thankyou.

Me:wantsomethingtoeat?

Kana:I'mnothungry



Me:okay

Kana:How'sschoolgoing?

Me:Ihaveexamstowritenextmonth.

Kana:Ohyes.

Me:butI'vebeenpreparingsoIthinkI'lldowell.

Kana:areyousureyou'llpullitoff?

Me:I'mawomanKananelo

Kana:Butitdoesn'tmeanyouhavetoput

pressureonyourself.

Me:I'mnot.

Kana:Tshiamoyouare..

Me:I'vebeenhandlingitquitewell

Kana:what'sgoingtohappenafteryour

maternityleave?

Me:I'llwork,studyandbeamother.

Kana:doyouhavetowork?



Me:Iloveworking

Kana:Doyouhaveto?

Me:Yes

Kana:okay

Me:Yessir

Kana:I'velearnttonotarguewithyouanymore..

I'mhopingYourraginghormoneswillstop.I

havetogo.

Me:okay

Kana:I'llcomebacklater

Me:Okay.

Isortofwalkedhimoutandwenttotakeanap.

Iwokeupwhenthelittleonedidbutmy

grandmotherwhowasalreadyintheroomtook

over.IappreciatedthehelpreallycozIcoulddo

otherthings,likecookandiron.JusttohelpMy

stepmumwithafewthings.



Gran:Yourdad'shereOra.

IheardKokosayasIwasfoldingtheclothes.

Kanawasback.Hewenttojoinkokoandwhen

Iwasdone,Iwenttojointhemtoo.Myphone's

notificationtonewentoffasIwaswatching

KanaplaywithOra.Kokohaddecidedtoleave

theroom.

"Anniversarytomorrow".

Ikeptmyeyesonthemuntilheeventually

askedwhatwaswrong.

Me:nothing.

Kana:Soyouwanttotellmewhatyouwantas

agifttomorrow?Morediapersmaybe?

ItwasasifhehadreadmymInd.

Me:Huh?

Iacteddumb

Kana:oneyearanniversary.



Isighed.

Kana:sowhatdoyouwant?

Me:You.
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Kana:Pardon?

Icouldn'tbelieveIhadsaidwhatIsaid

Me:You.

Kana:Tshiamodidyoujustsaythat?

HewasIndisbelief.

Me:Yes..

Kana:Areyouserious?

Hisfacelitup.

Me:Iam.

Kana:there'snothingthatwouldmakeme

happierthanthat.



Me:That'swhatIwantasagift.

Kana:sodoesthatmeanyoucominghome?

Me:Yes_does

Kana:Thankyoubaby.Youdon'tknowhow

muchthatmeanstome.

Me:Butnottodaythough.Ithinkthisweekend.I

stillneedtotalktodad.

Kana:that'sfinebyme.

Me:Okaythen.

Kana:andI'llnevermesswithyouagain.

Igiggled.

Me:Don'tmakeitsoundsobad.

Kana:Itshorrible.

Me:Youdeservedit.

Kana:True.Sowhatchangedyourmind?

Me:somethingMystepmumsaid.



Kana:CanIaskwhat?

Me:It'sgood..that'sallyouneedtosay

Hesmiled

Kana:Iowehermylife.

Me;Youowealotofpeopleyourlife.Including

us

Kana:IoweyouandSnowflakemorethanmy

life.Thankyousomuchmylove.

Me:it'sapleasure.

Kana:Iwasgettingtiredofsleepingalonein

thatbed.IendedupworkingfromSeychelles.

Me:Nolodidmentionthatyouweretherefor

twomonths.

Kana:Icouldn'ttakeItanymore.

Me:that'sbad.

Hegiggled.

Kana:YouDon'tmeanthat.



Me:NoIdon't

Kana:Iknewit.

Me:ServedyouRight.

Kana:Soyoureallyblockedmeoutofyourlife

for8months?

Me:Yes

Kana:AndyouDontfeelbadaboutit?

Me:nosir.

Kana:Andyoudidn'tmissme?

Me:Imissedthesex.

Helaughed

Kana:Ithoughtyoumight.Andeventhatdidn't

bringyouback?

Me:Onecanlivewithoutthat..

Kana:youaresomethingelse..

Me:yourwife!



Kana:andIloveyouverymuch.

Me:Iknow

Heshookhisheadandlaughedagain..

7monthslater,Orawasgrownandtryingto

walk.Ididntunderstandwhyshewantedtodo

everythingatonego.Shewasteethingand

gettingherbalance.Sheadoredherfarherso

muchsometimeschosehimoverme.Wellit

happened95%ofthetime.Hewasagreatdad.

Hegotthehangofitinaweek.Yes.Evenhad

usgotoSeychellesforthefirsttwomonths

afterwemovedbackinjustsohecouldn'tbeat

work.Iappreciatedthat.Quitealot

Winnie:so?

Me:So?

Winnie:Areyoucoming?

Me:towhatWinnie?

Winnie:Totheparty!



Me:Whoseparty?

Winnie:Haveyoubeenlistening?

Me:No.

Isaidsoftly.

Winnie:Iknewit.

Me:I'msorry.

Winnie:Yonela'sparty.

Me:Yonela'shavingaparty?

Winnie:She'sturning30

Me:oh!

Winnie:So?

Me:IhaveababyWinnie.

Winnie:Onewhocanwalk.

Me:Istryingto.

Winnie:samething.

Me:Noit'snot.



Winnie:Yesitis.

Me:Idontknow.

Winnie:Ohcomeonmum!

Me:When'sthisparty?

Winnie:Saturday?

Me:WhichSaturday?

Winnie:Dayaftertomorrow.

Me:ComeonWinnie!Suchshortnotice!

Winnie:Itsnot.

Me:itis.

Winnie:Okaysoyoucoming?

Me:Ihavealateshifttomorrowthough.

Winnie:butyouoffonSaturday.

Me:IknowWinniebutIjustwanttospendTime

withmyfamily.

Winnie:Okayunderstandable.



Me:ButI'llgetheragiftthough.

Winnie:Thatsbetter.

Me:Itis.I'malmostout.

Winnie:Yourlastcustomerandyouout.

Me:That'snotfair.

Winnie:please.

Me:fine!

Ihelpedthelastcustomerwhowasvery

indecisiveandIdrovebackhome.IfoundKana

withhisdaughter.

Me:Hellothere.

Ikissedthemboth..myChinesedaughterspoke

Gibberishtome,shewasquitehappytoseeme

too.

Kana:howwaswork?

Me:Fine.

Kana:That'sgood..



Me:andyourday?

Kana:Mydaywasfine.

Me:baggedafewcontracts?

Kana:Two.

Me:wenaNa!

Kana:Ialwaysdogoodyouknowthis.

Ismiled.

Me:Yesyoudosir.Goodjob..Hungry?

Kana:Jamescooked..

Me:Ohokay.I'lljustgodishup

Kana:thanksbabe.

Iwenttodoso,weplayedwithOraforaboutan

hourandsheeventuallyfellasleep.

Me:ThankGod!Thatkidtalkstoomuch!

Kana:Noshedoesn't..She'sgreatcompany.

Me:Yousaythatbecauseshelovesyoumore.



Kana:Andyoujealous?

Me:Noteven.

Kana:Yousoundjealous..

Me:Ohnobaby,sheknowswhogaveherlife.

Hegiggled.

Kana:Weusingthatcardnow?

Me:Thetruthcard?

Kana:the"makethedadfeelbad"card.

Ilaughed.

Me:I'msorry

Kana:SoIwasthinkingwecouldgooutfor

dinnertomorrow.

Me:Let'smakeitSaturdaybaby.

Kana:Why?

Me:Iknockoffat21:00tomorrow.

Kana:what?!Allyourshiftshavealwaysended



at17:00whatchanged?

Me:Orawasstillababythen.Theyweretrying

toaccomodateme.

Kana:Tshiamo,she'sstillababy.Youcantbe

workingtill21:00.Yousomeone'swifeandyou

areamother..

Me:Let'snotargueaboutthis..

Kana:youright,wenotgoingtoargueabout

thiscozyougoingtoresign.
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Me:Areyoukidding?

Kana:No.

Me:Youmustbe.

Kana:Tshiamo...

Me:Kananelostopit!

Kana:Youneedtolistentome!Youdon'tneed



thejob.

Me:Stoptryingtocontrolme.

Kana:It'seitheryouareawife/motherora

salesconsultant.

Me:Youneedtostopthis!

Kana:Youneedtoresign

Me:Irefuseto!

Kana:Tshiamo!

Me:KananeloIcandoitall.

Kana:Youcan'tdoitall!

Me:HaveInotbeendoingitall?

Kana:it'seitherfamilyoryourjobyoudecide.

Iwalkedawayfromtogotakeashowerand

whenIwasdone,hewaswaitingforMe.

Kana:Tshiamo..

Me:Stopcontrollingme.



Kana:I'mnotdoingthat.

Me:That'sexactlywhatyoudoing.

Kana:doyouneedthejob?

Me:Ilovethejob

Kana:Doyouneedit?

Ikeptquiet.

Kana:I'mnottryingtofightwithyou.

Me:Justletmedothis.

Kana:Tshia,Oratilweneedsyou..

Me:Kana,she'sgrown.

Kana:She'sonly7monthsold.

Me:Wehavenannies.

Kana:Befair.Theyhavelivestoo.

Me:soyouexpectmetojustwakeup,takecare

ofthechild,runthehouseholdandthat'sit?

Kana:Tshepangiscomingbackinaweek.



Me:Tshepangisbusywithhervarsitythings!

Yes.Thesistershadmatriculatedanddid

exceptionallygood.Verygood.Tshepangwas

studyingPsychology.AndResegowasdoing

mediastudies.Lesediwasalsobackatschool

buthehadn'tgivenuponhisdreamandBontle,

wellBontlewasstillenjoyingprimary.Doing

Grade3.

Kana:Butyouwon'tbealonetheentiretime..

Me:Youareveryunfair

Kana:Youareunfairtoyourchild.

Me:She'sgrowingisn'tshe?

Kana;ThisnotthelifeIwantforourchild..Okay

getabetterjobthen.A9-5job.

Ilookedathim.

Kana:Tshiamocompromose.

Me:FineKananelo!Fine!I'llresignbutdon'tyou

darethinkIwon'tgolookingforajob.



Kana:aslongasitdoesn'taffectourfamily

time,ourqualitytimethenI'mhappy.

Me:Yeahright.

Kana:YouknowIloveyouRight?

Me:Doyoureally?

Kana:verymuch.

Me:wellgoodnight

Kana:Youdon'tlovemetoo?

Me:no!

HelaughedasIgotmyselfcomfortable

Kana;Doyoumeanthat?

Me:Yes.

Kana:Ouch

Me:sleep.

Hepulledmecloserandweturnedoffthelights

andslept.Iendedupknockingoffat20:00the



nextdayandyesIhandedovermyresignation

laterwhichItypedduringmylunchhour.Ihad

askedforMike'sopinion..justtobeextrasure

aboutthedecisionandhefeltthesameway

Kananelodid.

Winnie:Soyoureallyresigned?

Me:YesWinnie.

Winnie:that'snotgood..

Me:Compromise..

Winnie:That'sveryimportantinmarriage.

Me:Iguessso..

Winnie:Orastillneedsyouthough..Atleastuntil

sheturnsone.

Me:youthinkso?

Shenodded.

Winnie:Gobeamothertoyourchild.

Me:okay..



Winnie:he'scomingfromagoodplace,you

knowthismightjeopardiseyourrelationship

withyourchild.Imeanduetothis21:00shift,

you'llseeherforaboutthreeorfourhoursin

themorningandbythetimeyougethome,

she'ssleeping

Me:Ididn'tevenlookatitthatway.

Winnie:Becauseyoustubbornandlikethingsto

bedoneyourway.

Ilaughed

Me:Maybe.

Winnie:YouknowI'mright.

Me:Alittle.

Winnie:Alot.

Me:Okayyes.

Winnie:I'llmissyouthough.

Me:ohWinnie!Youstillhavealotoftimewith



me.Relax.

2andahalfyearslater,Iwashappilymarried.

Yes,graduatedfinally!AfterIquitatmysales

consultantjob,Ilookedforanotherjobwhich

wasa8:00-16:00andafterIgraduated,Iapplied

foraHRpostatthatsamecompanysoitwas

allgood.MycareerwasblossomingandIwas

proudofmyselfsowasdad.Heremindedme

everytime!Everytime!Mydaughterwasa

beautiful3yearoldchild!Soenergeticweall

thoughtshewasondrugsattimes..Tshepang

stillatschoollivingatres.Shewastiredofus.

Resegowastooand(Lesediwaswell...Still

Lesedibutluckilyhehadfalleninlovewith

Businessmanagement.

Ora:What'swrong?

Me:With?

Ora:You..

Me:Nothingwhy?



Ora:Whenareyougoingtocloseyourlaptop?

Me:assoonasIfinish

Ora:ButyoutodoMyhomework

Me:Youwantmetodoyourhhomework?

Ora:YesLily.

Me:Mum!NotLily..

Ora:GrandpacallsyouLily.

Me:younotGrandpa.

Ora:I'mhisgrandchild

Me:I'mnothelpingyou..

Ora:Why?

Me:Cozyounotnicetome..

Shecamearoundtoputhislittlearmsaround

me.

Ora:Pleasemummy.

Me:No..



Ora:I'llgiveyoumyjellytots.

Ilaughed

Me:Allofthem.

Ora:haa!

Me:I'mjokinggogetyourbag.

Ora:Okay.I'mgoing.

Sherantogetherthingsandwestarted

paintingpictures.Itwasn'tevenhomeworkbut

wehadalotoffun.Awholelot.

Kana:Hellotherefamily.

Oraranintohisarmsandhepickedherup.I

watchedashetickledherandeventuallycame

overtokissme.

Kana:CanIJoin?

Me:Gochange.

Kana:Okay.

WespenttimewithOra,atedinner,hebathed



herandputhertobedandwealsowenttotake

abathtogether.

Kana:Thinkwedidagoodjob?

Me;OnOra?

Kana:Yes.

Me:Wedidanamazingjob.

Kana:Mm

Me:why?

Kana:Justasking.

Me:youdontJustask

Helaughed.

Kana:Okayfine.

Me:I'mallears.

Kana:Ithinkit'stimewehadmorekids.

Me:NotnowKana.

Kana:WhynotTshiamo?



Me:Mycareerisjust...

Kana:Areyouseriouslytellingmeabouryour

careerrightNow?

Me:Yes!YesIam!EverytimeItrytodo

somethingwithmylifeyoutrytogetintothe

wayandstopit!What'swrongwithyou?

Kana:Iwantmorekids.

Me:Wellyouaregoingtohavetowait.
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Kana:whatdoyoumean?

Me:ItmeansI'mnothavinganotherchildnow.

Kana:Areyouserious?

Me:Asaheartattack.

Kana:Tshiamothisistherighttimeforusto

workonourfamily..

Me:No..I'mworkingonmycareer.Allthe



sleeplessnights,thehardworkwasnotfor

nothing

Kana:Soyoudon'tcarewhatIsay?

Me:no..

Kana:wow!

Me:I'llbestraightupwithyou.I'mnothavinga

childnow.I'mnotevengoingtocompromise.

Hewasindisbelief.

Kana:Tshiamo.

Me:Kananelo.

Kana:Areyoulisteningtoyourself?

Me:Yes

Kana:youhavenointentionofgrowingthis

family?

Me:Ihavenointentionofdoingsonow.

Kana:JustLikethat?



Me:justlikethat.I'mtiredofyoutryingtogetin

mywayofsucceeding.

Kana:youreallythinkI'mdoingthat?

Me:Aren'tyou?

Kana:Areyouserious?

Me:youneedtostopaskingthatquestion.I've

decidedthatmybodywon'tcarryanotherchild

now.LetmefocusonmycareerandI'lldeal

withdiapersandworryingaboutbreastmilk

afterwards.

Igotofthetubanddriedmyself,gotdressed

andgotintobedandclosedMyeyes.Iwas

goingtoputmyselffirst.Iwasgoingtobethe

mostinconsideratewifeforonce!Hehad

everythinggoingforhim..whycouldn'tI?

Kana:Tshiamo?

Iheardhimsayafterafewminutes.Ikeptmy

eyesshut



Kana:Tshiamo.

Ifinallyopenedmyeyes

Me:Kananelo..

Kana:isthathowyousupposetospeaktome?

Me:I'msorry

Kana:Whyyougettingworkedup?Youknewat

somepointthatI'llwantmore.Ioncetoldyou

thisafterOra'sbirth

Me:AndIjusttoldyouthatI'mstillenjoyingmy

workandstillenjoyingmy3yearolddaughter.

ShestillneedsMyattention.

Kana:Andhavingasecondchildmeansshe

won'tgetyourattention?

Me:NotLikesheisnow

Kana:yourreasonsaren'tvalidenough.Istill

wantmorekids.

Me:haveyoubeenlisteningtome?



Kana:Ihave.That'showIcametothe

conclusionthatyourreasonsaren'tvalid

Mymouthhungopen.

Me:areyouserious?

Kana:I'mveryserious

Me:soitdoesn'tmatterwhatIsayyouwant

morekidsAndthat'sit?

Kana:Learntobesubmissive.

Me:That'swhatI'vebeendoingeversinceIgot

marriedtoyou!

Kana:AmInotbeingsubmittingtoyou?

Me:Younotlisteningtome.Youdon'tconsider

howIfeel..

Kana:Idoconsiderhowyoufeel.Youare

growingup

Me:I'monly26.

Kana:morereasontohavemorekids



Me:No.Morereasontofocusonmycareer.I'm

nothavingmorekidsnow.Pleaseacceptmy

decision.Ihavetosleep.

Islidintothesheetsagainandslept.Thenext

day,IwenttodropOraoffatcrècheandwork

waswork..Ilovedmyjob.After16:00,Ihadto

drivetoAmanda'scozshewantedtotalkto

us..believeitornot,Ihadgrownfondofthe

divas.Theyweren'tsobadifanythingtheywere

funandloving.Thembihadeventhrownababy

launchforOraafterIreturnedhome.Ifanything

weweremorelikesisters.Nombuwasstillmy

bestfriendthough.Shehadaddedanother

membertoherfamily.MysecondGodchild.

Anele.Shewasadadorable.Mydivasistershad

alsoaddedtotheirfamiliesaswell.

Katleho:Thelateoneislate!Asusual.

Me:I'msorry

Mora:Traffic?



Me:Somethinglikethat

Amanda:okay.Forgiven.Grabawineglass.

Ididandshefilleditup.

Nombu:arewecelebratingsomething?

Amanda:Somethinglikethat.

Thembi:whatnow?

Amanda:Well....

Sheclearedherthroat.

Thembi:anytimenow.

Shewastheimpatientone.

Amanda:Iwantyoutobemybridesmaids.

Katleho:Youfoundanotherguy?

Me:AreyouandLindanirenewingyourvows?

Amanda:finally.Somebrains!

Wealllaughed.

Amanda:Yes.Yesweare.



Nombu:SoyouneedBridesmaids?

Amanda:yes..I'mgettingmarriedagain.

Thembi:Noyoujustrenewingyourvows.

Mora:IfAmandawantstowasteLindani's

moneybyhavingusasbridesmaidslether.

Me:WellI'veneverbeenanyone'sbridesmaid

sobringiton.

Mora:Ohyes!

Amanda:Right!SoI'vealreadypickedoutyour

dresses

Shepasseduseachaprintoutofthedress..

Nombu:Nicecolor..

Me:andthedesigntoo

Amanda:Soweallgood?

Mora:YouknowhowLebogangfeelsabout

tightdresses

Katleho:andBonganitoo.



Thembi:Maybeyoushouldgetthemflare

dresses.

Amanda:OkaysearchforthoseandI'llmake

thefinaldecision.

Katli:Noproblem

Amanda:Andyoutwo?

Nombu:allgoodrightT?

Me:Allgood

Amanda:Settledthen..ThenextmeetingI'll

haveiswiththeguys.

Mora:IsitnotLindani'sdutytodoso?

Amanda:No.

Me:Howso?

Amanda:They'llendupsittingherewatching

socceranddrinkingHeinekeninsteadof

choosingsuits.I'llhandlethis.

Thembi:Controlfreak.



Amanda:SomeonehastodoitAmanda..

Katli:Itsyourdayafterall.

Amanda:Ofcourse.

Me:Right!Arewedone?

Amanda:no.Youhavingyourlastglassofwine

thenwedone.

Nombu:Youknowwemarriedright?

Amanda:soamI.

Welaughedandlistenedtoallherbigideas.

Shewasveryexcitedabouther"wedding"..Ileft

anhourlatercozIhadtoreleasethenanny.

Me:Hellobaby.

Sheranuptome.

Me:Howwasschool?

Ora:Itwasfine..

Me:Hadfun?



Ora:Yes

Me:That'sgood.Anyhomework?

Ora:No.

Me:Paintingtime?

Ora:Yes.

Shewenttofetchherthingsandwestarted

paintingpicturesitwasourdailything.

Kananelojoineduswhenhecamebackfrom

workandafterherbathtimeshewasfast

asleep.

Kana:CanItalktoyou?

Me;Okay.

IsaidasIputawaythetoys,brushesand

paperswehadout.

Kana:Pleasesit.

Idid

Kana:Haveyouhadtimetothinkaboutwhat



wediscussedlastnight?

Me:I'mnotchangingmymind.

Kana:Oh?

Me:YesSir.Idon'tmindhavingmorekids.Ijust

dontwanttohavethemnow.

Kana:Soyoustickingtowhatyousaying?

Me:Yes.

Kana:thatmeansyou'llhavenoobjectiontomy

proposalright?

Me:whatproposal?

Kana:I'mgettingasecondwife.Onewho

knowsherduties.

Icouldn'tbelieveitsomuchthatIlaughed.

Me:areyouserious?

Kana:Very.

Me:Kananelo!



Kana:what?

Me:Areyouseriouslydoingthis?

Henodded

Me:ifyouthinkthisisgoingtochangemymind

thenyouhaveanotherthingcoming..goget

yoursecondwife!
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Igotupfromthecouch,wenttobathcozIwas

afraidthatI'dendupinsultinghim.andwentto

bath..IsleptintheotherroombecauseIwent

tobedfuming..workthenextdayandIwentto

seeNoloafterwork.

Nolo:lookatyoulookingsobusinessy

Me:Isthataword?

Nolo:No..

Me:Ifigured



Shelaughed

Nolo:Howareyou?

Me:Verywellthanksandhowareyoupregnant

one?

Shewasexpectinghersecondchild.Iwasso

happyWhenshefinallymovedonfrom

Vusi..shehadmetagreatguy.Jabu..smart

lovingguy.

Nolo:wellI'mpregnant.

Me:Icansee

Nolo:Ican'twaittopop.

Me:youwill.Soonenough.

Nolo:where'sthelittleone?

Me:withthenanny.

Nolo:Imisshersomuch.

Me:I'llbringheroverfortheweekend.Where's

Keneilwe?



Nolo:youmissedher.Shewenttoherboyfriend.

Me:OhOkaythen.

Nolo:Tshia?

Me:Nolo.

Nolo:talktome.

Me:About?

Nolo:What'sbotheringyou.

Me:nothingis.

Nolo:really?

Me:yes.

Nolo:don'tlie

Me:Kananelomistreatsme.

Nolo:what?Didhehit...

Me:No!

Nolo:then?

Me:Ifeelemotionallyabused.



Nolo:I'mallears.

Me:Nolo,hewantsasecondchild.

Nolo:So?

Me:I'mstilltryingtogetmycareertotakeoff.

Nolo:AndIknowhowimportantthisistoyou.

Me:exactly.I'mnotreadyforanotherchild.I

lovechildrenyouknowIdobutIcan'thave

anotheronenow.Ijustneedtobemyown

person.Havemyidentity.IDon'twanttobe

labelled"Kananelo'swife"Iwantmychildtobe

proudofme.Tobeabletotakesomethingfrom

me.

Nolo;Didhesayyoumustquit?

Me:Nobuthe'stryingtogetInmywayof

buildingmycareer.

Nolo:Youcan'tconcludethat.

Me:Nolo,Kananelodoesn'tlikeaworking

wife..Kananeloenjoysproviding.Iappreciate



thatbutIwon'tbeahousewife.Irefusetobe

that.

Nolo:He'sunfairthough

Me:mythoughtsexactly.Nowhe'sthreatening

meindirectly.

Nolo:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:hesaidhewantstogetasecondwife.

Nolo:What!

Me:yes

Nolo:no!Thatisverywrong.Thatissowrong!

Whatthehell!

Me:NoloI'mgettingtired.I'mtiredasitis

actually.Ican'tdothis..

Nolo:I'msosorry.

Me:AndIreallyloveKananelobuthowhe

handlesthings.Ican't!IknowImademy

mistakesbutnotoncehaveIeverforcedhimto



dowhathedidn'twanttodo.Whenhedidn't

wanttobeafather,Igavehimspace.Iwantto

work,hesuddenlywantsanotherchild?

Nolo:Whatdidyousay?

Me:Itoldhimtogetone

Shelaughed.

Nolo:youaddingPetroltothefire.

Me:atthispoint,Idon'tcare..Nolothisisnot

me.Ican'tlivelikethis.Celiaoppressedme,

Kananelowantstodothesame.Ican't.

Nolo:SoWhatnow?

Me:Iwaitandsee.

Nolo:bestdecision

Me:right?

Nolo:Maybehe'llcomebacktohissenses.

Me:that'sabigmaybe.

Nolo:We'lljusthavetowaitandseelikeyou



said.

Me:yessoguesswhat!

Nolo:ohno!

Me:Yourcousinisthrowingyouababyshower

Nolo:OhNoTshia.

Me:OhYesNolo

Nolo:YouDon'thavetodothat

Me:Iwantto.

Nolo:why?

Me:Cozyoumycousin.

Nolo:mygoodness!

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Nolo:Youdon't...

Me:Giveitup.

Nolo:Fine.

Me:Excellent.



Nolo;WhenlastdidyouseeCelia?

Me:Whenshehandedoverthekeystome.

Nolo:youhaven'tseenhersince?

Me:Yes.

Nolo:Bathong.

Me:Keng?

Nolo:Ibumpedintoheratthemall.

Me:That'snice.

Nolo:Sheaskedaboutyou.

Me:ohno!

Nolo:Shewantstoseeyou

Me:why?

Nolo;shewantstoapologize.

Me:Nah..I'veforgivenher..tellher.

Sheshookhehead.

Nolo:justlikethat?



Me:Justlikethatmycousin.

Nolo:I'lltellher.

Me:Good.Thankyou.

Nolo:Pleasure.

IkepthercompanyuntilherJabucameandI

wentbackhome.WhenIgotthereKananelo's

mumwasatthehouse.

Me:Helloma.

K'smum:HelloTshia.

Me:Howareyou?

K'smum:I'mokayandyou?

Me:I'mFine.Hellomybaby.

Ikissedmydaughter.

Ora:HelloLily..

Me:Mum

Ora:canIhaveR40?



Me:why?

Ora:tobuyOros!

Me:isOrosR40?

Ora:Yes.

Me:R14

Ora:OkaycanIhaveR40?

IgaveheraR50note.Itmadenodifferenceto

her.14or40samethingtomybabygirl.

Ora:ThankyouLily.

Me:OkayOra.

Hergranlaughed

Me:Iseverythingfinema?

K"smum:yesTshia,areyougrowingold?Im

heretofetchTshego.

Me:ohyes!I'llgogetherbagready.

K'smum:Noneedto..youknowshehasclothes



athergranny's.

Me:Iforgot.

K'smum:Tshiaareyoufine?

Me:Notreallyma.

K'smum:what'swrong?

IwashesistantatfirstButtoldherwhileOra

playedwithMirriamoutside.

K'smum:that'semotionalabuse!

Iwassurprisedwesharedthesamesentiments.

K'smum:he'snot..Kananelo'scomehere!

Hehadjuststeppedin.

Kana:helloma.

K'smum:Sit!

Hedid.

K'smum:Tellmewhatyoutoldyourwife.

Kana:Itellmywifealotofthings



K'smum:Tellmewhatyoutoldherlastnight.

Helookedatme.

Kana:soyouinvolvingmymotherinourprivate

matters?

Me:Wellyouweregoingtoinvolveheratalater

stageright?

Kana:Tshiamoyouhaveno...

K'smum:Shehaseveryrighttotellme..youare

notgettingasecondwifeKananelo.

Kana:andwho'sgoingtostopmema?Ma,I

marriedaselfish,inconsiderate,selfabsorbed

woman

K'smum:Kananelo!

Me:Wow!

Kana:LetTshiamodealwithhercareer.I'lldeal

withgrowingmyfamily.

K'smum:soyougoingthroughwiththis?



Kana:Iam.

K'smum:Youareonyourown.Iwillnotbepart

ofyournonsenseanddontexpectmeorthe

familytoacceptthis.Wedon'tsupportrubbish!
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Icouldn'tbelievemyears,Igothishandsoff

meandsatupstraight.

Me:Areyoyserious?

Kana:Youaredrunk!

Me:DoIlookdrunktoyou?

Kana:tellmeyouhaven'tbeendrinking

Me:So?

Kana:Don'tsleepwithmecozyoudrunk..Is

thissomesortoffavor?

Igotupfromthebed,tookthecushionand

threwathim



Me:Fuckyou!

Itookmyphoneandleftthebedroom.Iwentto

sleepintheguestroomandThenextday,Iwas

happyitwasafriday.Iwasplanningontaking

Lesediout,Imissedhissmartass.

Kana:goodmorningMa'am.

Me:Hey.

Kana:Howareyou?

Me:goodandyou?

Kana:Allgood.Yougoingtoworkdressedlike

that?

Iwaswearingarevealingbodycondress..its

toppartwasacorset.Ihadrockeditwithanice

pairofpinkstilletos.Haddecidedtonotgowith

mynaturalhair,soIsettledforanombrewig

Me:yesIam

Kana:yourbodyistoorevealed!



Me:Youthink?

Kana:yes.

Me:wellitsaFriday.

Kana:Soyoushowingsomeskin?

Me:Itshot.

Kana:Tshiamo...

Me:I'llseeyoulater..I'mtakingmybrotherout

fordrinksafterwork

Kana:Tshiamoyounotgoingtoworkdressed

liek.that.

Me:okay.

Itookmybagandheadedout.Hecalledafter

meandIgotintomycaranddrovetowork.

"Kananeloletyougooutdressedlikethat?"

Iturned.

Me:OhHeyGift.



Gift:HelloTshia.Howareyou?

Me:I'mallgood..you?

Gift:Verygood.

Me:whatbringsyouhere?

Gift:Themarketingteam.Iwasmeetingwith

them.PT.inc?

Me:Ohyes!Biggestclient.Youownthat

company?

Gift:Yesma'am..

Me:Youalwayshavetheteamontheirtoes.

Gift:Iwantthebest.

Me:WellthankGodI'mnotinthatdepartment.

Hegiggled.

Gift:Youareresponsibleforhiringthebest

Right?

Me:True.SoIguessI'mnottotallyoffthehook.



Gift:yes..youlookgoodbytheway.

Me:Thankyou..

Gift:seeyousoonokay?

Me;Surething.Hopeyougotagirlfriendnow.

Helaughed

Gift:Yes..stillgettingusedtonotbeing"taken"

though.

Me:Ohyou'llgetusedtoit.

Gift:Hopefully.

Me:Takecare.

Gift:youtoo.

Ihuggedhimandweparted.WhenIgottothe

office,myphonerang.

Me:Kananelo.

Kana:whereareyou?

Me:Attheoffice.



Kana:dressedlikethat?

Me:I'malreadyhere..

Kana:Tshiamo,I'mcomingwithsomethingto...

Ihungupandswitchedmyphoneoff.Iworked

andworkedandwasveryhappywhenIsawmy

littleone.

Me:L-man!

Helaughed.

Lesedi:Sis

Me:Yougood?

Lesedi:Thirsty.

Me:whatdoyouwanttodrink?

Lesedi:Hunter'sdry.

Me:justone.Idon'twantdadtokillme.

Lesedi:hewon'tfindout.

Me:Hebetternot..CalltheWaiter.



Hedidandweplacedourorder.

Me:Andaplateofmeat?

Lesedi:Yes.

Me:YousaidwemeetingfordrinksSedi.

Lesedi:Iknowsis.

Me:Iknowyouwantabitofmoney?

Lesedi:alot.

Me:Ipaidyourstudiosessions.

Lesedi:Iknow..Iwanttotakemygirlout.

Me:ohno!Imnotgettinginvolved

Lesedi:Ohcomeonsis.

Me:whereareyoutakingher?

Lesedi:somelodge.

Ilaughed.

Me,:Forgetitchild.

Lesedi:Sis....



Me:Nope!Nextthingyou'llbeaskingmetobuy

youapacketofdiapers.

Lesedi:Please.

Me:Nope.

Lesedi:I'llhavetomakeaplan.

Me:I'mgoingtotelldad.

Lesedi:yousupposetobeagoodsister.

Me:AndthatisexactlywhatIam.

Lesedi:NotfromwhereI'mstanding..

Me:Iseeyousitting.

Helaughed.

Lesedi:Niceone.

WehadagoodtimeandIdrovehimhome.I

onlylethimhavetwobeersandtherestwas

justjuice.Ihadabouttwococktailsandjust

drankwaterafterwards..

Kana:welcomehome.



Me:Thankyou.Howwasyourday?

Kana:Goodyours?

Me:Great..haveyouhadsomethingto..

Hesuddenlypulledmecloseandrippedmeout

ofthedressIwasin.IcouldhardlybreatheAs

hekeptgoingdeeperanddeeper.Whenhe

eventuallypulledoutmyinsidesfelthot.I

movedslowlyfromthewallhehadmeagainst

andIpickedmytorndressonthefloorandmy

underwear.Hetookmyshoesandfollowedme

tothebedroom..whenIgotthere,hehadmy

handspinnedagainstthefloorandIjust

couldn'thelpbutsleep.afterthat.WhenIwoke

up,Ihadtoshowerwithcoldwater.

Kana:Goodmorning.

Me:morning.

Kana:Sleptwell?

Me:Yesyou?



Kana:Sleptgood..listenbaby,I'vedecidedtolet

youfocusonyourcareer.

Me:Really?

Kana:Yes.Tillyoureadytohaveanotherchild.

Me:Thankyou..thatmeansalottome.

Kana:Comedownforbreakfastwhenyoudone

okay?

Me:Okay.

IdidasIwastoldaftergettingdressedand

foundbreakfastreadyforme.

Me:Whatcameoveryoulastnight?

Kana:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Youwereabeast.

Kana:areyoucomplaining?

Me:No.Itwasdifferent.

Kana:Baby,Iknowyoulikehavingagoodtime.



Me:andi'mnotcomplaining.

Kana:Younotsupooseto.

Me:Thanksforlettingmedothis.

Kana:Iwasabithardonyou.

Me:Right

Kana:I'llberightbackokay.Thomasneedsmy

helpoutside.He'sbusyinthegarden.

Me:okay.

Ifilledmycupwithcoffeeandsuddenlymy

eyesfellonaphonethathadjustwentoff.

"Ineedyoutodoallthosethingsyoudidtome

yesterday.Iloveitwhenyouturnintoabeast"
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MyeyesquicklyFellbackonthefood.Ididn't

wanttogooutsideandcauseasceneIfrontof

Thomas.Infact,Ididn'twanttocauseanything.



MaybeIwassupposetoclosemymouthbut

thoughtsstartedracinginmymindandIwasnt

abletoeatanymore.

Kana:Babe!

Me:Hey.

Kana:Lowregister?Iseverythingokay?

Me:Yes

Kana:yousure?

Me:Yes.

Kana:Howaboutwegooutforapicnic?

Me:IwantedtogomeetwithNombu.

Kana:I'msureyoucangotheresometimenext

weekafterwork.

Me:I'llcallherandaskifshe'sokaywithme

cancelling

Kana:I'dappreciatethat.

Me:okay.Letmegomakethatcall.



Kana:Okaybabe.

Iwenttotheloungetotakemyphoneoffthe

chargeranddialledmyfriend.

Nombu:Bestone.

Me:Mybestone.Howareyou?

Nombu:I'mokay.Listen,14:00okay.Cocktails.

Wegoingpartying.

Me:Nombu?

Nombu:Babe?

Me:Kanawantstotakemeoutcanwecancel?

Nombu:Hellno!Ihardlyseeyoucozofyour

job..wemeetingat18:00.

Me:Nombu...

Nombu:I'llfetchyou.

Shehungup.Ididn'tevenknowwhattosay.I

chargedmyphoneandwentbacktothekitchen.

Me:Wearegoingtohavetoleaveinanhouror



soifwewanttohavethatpicnic.Nombuwants

ustogopartyingtonight

Kana:partying?

Inodded.

Kana:Sincewhendoyougopartying?

Me:Kanaplease.Canwenotfightorargueor

dosomethingclosetothattoday?

Kana:whattimeareyougoingtoyourparty?

Me:shesaidshe'llbehereat18:00

Kana:Andwhattimewillyoubeback?

Me:thenextday

Kana:what!

Me:Kananelo.

Kana:Youaremarried.Youarebothmarried

Me:Iknowthatbutwedeserveabreak.

Kana:Fromyourhusbands?



Me:Icansaythat.

Kana:Thingshavejustgottenbackontrack

betweenus.

IkeptquietbutinsideIwasfuming.

Me:Let'sletNombubeplease.

Kana:BabyIhopethisdoesn'tmakeyouforget

whatorwhoyouare.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Kana:Awifeandamother..

Me:IcansafelysayI'magreatmother.I'mnot

aperfectwifebutItryandwebothknowthat

nowifeisright?That'swhyyoudothethings

youdo.

Kana:Whatthings?

Me:LikeCheatingforone.

Hiseyesmovedfromme.

Me:Seipatiright?



Kana:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Don'tyoudare!

Kana:Tshiamo..

Me:Isawhertext.Solastnight,youmadelove

tomelikeyou'veneverbefore.Wereyou

thinkingofher?

Kana:baby..

Me:thetruth

Kana:no.

Me:butyouhadsexwithherBeforeIcame

backfromthemeetingIhadwithLesediright?

Hekeptquiet

Me:Kananeloanswermeplease

IWascalmbutIhadalumpinmythroat.I

couldfeelmytearsnear.

Kana:yesIdid

Theysuddenlywetmyface



Me:howlonghaveyoubeenseeingher?

Kana:Tshiamopleasedon'tcrybabyI...

Me:Howlong?

Kana:amonthnow.

Igaspedforair

Me:Amonth?

Kana:yes

Me:Doesshemakeyouhappier?

Kana:Tshiamodon'tdothisplease.

Me:Doesshe?

Kana:She'sjustgreatcompany.

Me:Andthesexisgreattooright?

Kana:Baby...

Me:right?

Kana:sometimes

Inodded



Me:SoI'mguessingyouwanttotakeheras

yoursecondwiferight?

Kana:Iwas.

Me:stillthinkingaboutit.

Kana:Nonotanymore.BabyI'msorry.

Me:sorrycozyoucheatedorbecauseIcaught

you?

Kana:Pleaseforgiveme.Ididn'tmeantohurt

you.

Me:Stoplying.

Kana:BabyI'm...

Me:Stoplying!

Ifinallysnapped

Me:Youknewexactlywhatyouweredoing.You

comehomeat18:00insteadof16:00,walkin

andplaywithyourdaughterandIlikeyounot

betrayingusontheside.Ithoughtyouwerea



betterman.Ithoughtyouweredifferent

Kana:babynothinghaschanged..

Iwalkedawayfromhim.

Kana:babyplease.Tshia!

HefollowedmetoourbedroomandIshutthe

doorbeforehecouldgetin.Isobbedsilently,

tryinghardnottoscream.Igotupfromthe

couchafterIhadcalmeddown,washedmy

face,changedtheT-shirtIhadoncozitwas

wetandgrabbedmycarkeys.Hewaswaiting

forme

Kana:Baby...

Me:Canyougivememyspace?

Kana:Babywhere...

Me:GivememyspaceKananelo!

Kana:I'msorry.

Itookmyphone,wenttogetmycarandleft.I



didn'tevenlookhisway,Idrovestraightto

Nombu's.

Nombu:Bestoneareyoufine?

Ishookmyhead.

Nombu:what'swrong?

Me:Kanaischeatingonme

Nombu:I'msosorry..Iknowexactlyhowyou

feel!

Me:Youdo?

Nombu:Sthehascheatedonmeacoupleof

timesaswell.

Me:tothinkIhaddedicatedmyalltohim.

Nombu:Iknowfriend.Nothingbreaksyour

spiritlikethat

Me:andtheworstpartIsthatIactuallylovehim.

SomuchNombu.

Mycheeksfeltwetagainandshewaswiping



themwithherfingers.

Nombu:Ineedyoutocalmdown

HekeptcallingandIkeptrejectinghiscalls

untilNombueventuallyspoketohimandtold

himthatI'mfine.

Nombu:youcanspendthenighthere

Me:Idon'thave....

Nombu:I'vegotyouokay.

Shetriedtomakemefeelbetterandat18:00,I

toldHerthatweshouldn'tcanceltheplanswe

hadsowewentout.Iwastryingtonumbthe

painbutitwasatthebackofmymindand

everytimeIrememberedit,Iorderedmore

drinkstogetridofthelumpinmythroat.We

wenthomeataround3amandIsleptitoff,

wokeupwithahangoverandafterbathingand

havingbreakfastIwentbacktothehouse.

Kana:Tshiamo...



Me:canIsleep?I'lltalktoyouafter?

Kana:okay.

Iwenttochangeintoshortsandashirtthen

slept.WhenIwokeup.Hewassittingonthe

couch.

Kana:pleasestopignoringme..

Me:whatledyoutocheating?

Kana:I'vealwayswantedawomanthatwould

abide,awomanwhodidn'twanttoworkand

wascomfortablewithjustlookingafterour

houseandkids.SowhenIdidn'tgetthatfrom

you,itjustdrovemecrazy..

Me:butyousupportedmewhenIwentbackto

school.Didn'tyouthinkI'dneedajobafter

graduating?

Kana:Ididn'tthinkyouwould.Ithoughtmaybe

you'dbeinfluencedbyyourgirlsandbelike

them.Becomfortablewithbeingworkedfor..



Me:SoyoucheatedcozIdidn'tturnouttobe

whatyouwanted.SodoesyourSeipatiabide?

Kana:let'snot...

Me:Doesshe?

Kana:yes

Me:thenmaybeweshouldfilefordivorceand

bringherintothepictureasyournewwife
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Kana:Nobabywedon'tneedtogetadivorce

Me:Whynot?Idon'tevenunderstandwhyyou

cheated

Kana:Ijustexplainedtoyouthat...

Me:Youexplainednonsensetome.

Kana:Babyplease.

Me:Pleasewhat?



Kana:Let'sfixthis

Me:Ithoughtyouacceptedmeforwhatand

whoIam.

Kana:Idid

Me:Thenyou'dunderstandthatIwanttobe

independent.ThatIdon'twanttorelyonyou.

Thatisonelameexcuse

Kana:wehaveachildtothinkof

Me:Youdidn'tthinkofthatbeforeyoucheated

didyou?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Don'tusemydaughterasatooltofixyour

shit!LeaveOratilweoutofthis.Anotherman

raisedme,I'mprettysureanothermanwillbe

abletodothesame.

Kana:Tshiamoplease.

Me:Don'ttouchme.



Hequicklyremovedhishandfrommythigh.

Kana:Babyplease!

Igotuptopackanovernightbag.

Kana:Tshiamo...

Me:Kananeloleavemealone!

Kana:Pleasedon'tdothisbabywecan...

Me:pleasestoptalking.Idon'twanttohear

yourvoice!

Hekeptquietandafterpackingmythings,I

grabbedmycarkeysandhandbag,wentto

packmychild'sthingsandleft.Ialmostranhim

overasIdroveoutandwenttohismum's..

K'smum:Tshiamosohealreadyhada

girlfriend?

Me:Yesma..

K'smum:What'swrongwithmyson?

Me:Idon'tknow.



K'smum:sowhatnow?

Me:I'mheretofetchOrabeforehetriestotake

herfromme.Bettersafethansorryma.You

neverknowwhat'sonhismind.

K'smum:Iunderstand.

Me:Iwon'tkeepyouawayfromher.

K'smum:I'llcomeanywhereyouare.

Me:Thankyoumabutwejustgoingtothe

houseinMolapo.

K'smum:Okaythen.

Me:Thanksforeverything.

K'smum:I'llneversupportnonsense.

Me:Thankyouma.

K'smum:Takecareofyourselfandmy

grandchild..

Me:Iwillma.

K'smum:Okaybaby



IhuggedheranddrovetothehouseinMolapo.

Ora:Wherearewegoing?

Me:ToAuntNolo's.

Ora:Whyaren'twegoingtoseedad?.

Me:Just.

Ora:Lily?

Me:Ora.

Ora:Imissdad..

Me:he'snotaround.

Ora:Whereishe?

Me:hewentawayonabusinesstrip.

Ora:henevergoesonatripwithoutme.

Me:Hewentonforpeoplewhowork.

Ora:Don'tIwork?

Me:Doyou?

Ora:No..stopspeeding.



Me:I'mnotspeeding.Thisison60.

Ora:Makeitlower.On80.

Me:okay.

Imaintainedmyspeed

Me:Isthatfinecoach?

Ora:Yes

Me:Okay

Ora:OkayLily.

Me:Okaythen.

Ora:Whenarewegoingtothatwaterplace

again?

Me:Whichplace?

Ora:Theoneforthedoves.

Me:Maldives.

Igiggled.

Me:Soon.



Ora:okay.

Me:justus.

Ora:why?

Me:babypleasestopaskingquestions.

Ora:Okay.

Me:thankyou.

Ora:Pleasechangeyourmusic.

Me:Whodoyouwanttolistento?

Ora:MyCD.

Me:Okay.

IhadtoStopthecartochangethemusicandI

helpedhersingalongtoeverysong..WhenIgot

toNolo'sshewasshockedtoseemewiththe

bagsbutveryHappytoseeherniece.

Nolo:Andnow?

Me:He'scheating.



Nolo:What?Sabelo,goplaywithheroutside.

TheywentoutandNolohelpedmewiththe

bags

Nolo:Isthisall?

Me:I'llgetmoretomorrow.

Nolo:Okay.Whatnow?

Me:he'sbeenhavinganaffairforamonth.

Nolo:Whatiswrongwithhim?

Me:Nolo,hemadesamelameexcuseabout

menotbeingthesubmissivewifethathe

wantedandhowthisoneabides.Heexpected

metoobtainmydegreeandremaina

housewife!Doesthatevenmakeanysense?

Nolo:soyouwanttodivorcehim?

Me:Ican'tdothis.

Nolo;Beingcheatedonhurts

Me:Especiallywhenyou'vebeencheatedon



yourwholelife..

Nolo:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Mymum,mydad,school.

Nolo:Iunderstand.

Me:Maybewenotmeanttobe.

Nolo:Maybeyouare.maybethisisatest.

Me:Really?

Shenodded.

Nolo:ButdowhatyouthinkIsbestforyou.

Me:thankyou.

Nolo:I'mhereforyou..

Me:ThanksCuz.

Nolo:Wetooprettytobeplayed.

Me:soTrue.Buttheyplayusanyway.

3weekslater,Iwasstillathome,Ispokewith

himfromtimetotimebutonlyaboutthis



daughter.Hehadn'ttriedanythingfunnyandI

wasgrateful.Iwasgladhewasn'tinvolvingour

childalthoughIthoughthewould.Ihadtobe

safethough.Ihadcarriedthechildfornine

monthsandIhadvowedtoalwaysbetherefor

her.

Nombu:ohnothisisit!Youneedtorest!

Me:I'mfine.

Nombu:noneedtoworksohard.

Me:Ihaveto.

Nombu:Tshiamostopit!

Me:Okayfine.

Nombu;Yourbodyisoverworking.

Me:Nombu,there'snothinglikethat.

Nombu;ThereiseverythingLikethat.EvenNolo

complainedthatyouareforeverworking.

Alwaysbehindthatlaptop.



Iwas.Iwastryingtoavoidmyissues.Ihadat

somepointfaintedatworkandIwastoldthat

mybodywasntreceivingenoughnutrition.Ihad

evenbeenbookedoffforaweekbutIwasn't

goingtobackdown.

Nombu:Comeyouhaveacheckupinanhour.

Let'sgo.

Wedrovetomydoctor.Ihadtoldtheonethey

tookmetodorefermetomyoneforthecheck

up

Doc:DoyoustillloveOra?

Me:yes.she'smychild.

Doc:thewayyougoingaboutittellsme

otherwise.Areyoutryingtoloseweight?

Me:No.

Doc:Youstillneedfood.Youknowyoumight

endupdeadright?Youareevendehydrated.

Me:work'sjust...



Doc:I'mbookingyouoffagain.

Me:NopleaseDoc,don'tthatagain.

Doc:noIhavetobecausefromyourtestsfrom

thatotherdoctorcamethrough.YourBPis

fluctuating.Again!Rememberthisonce

happened?

Me:yes.

Doc:wellitsnotgoodforyou.

Me:pleasedon'tbook....

Sheraisedherhandaskingmetoshutup.

Doc:andthechildyoucarrying.I'mbookingyou

off.It'snon-negotiable
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Me:areyousureaboutthis?

Doc:Youthinktheresultsarewrong?

Me:I'monbirthcontrol.



Doc:Pills?

Me:yes.

Doc:Haveyoubeentakingothermeds?

Me:justanti-biotics

Doc:Theycandisruptthepillresultinginyou

fallingpregnant.

Me:Canwejustbesure?

Doc:Okay.Getonthebedthen

IdidasIwastoldandshestartedwiththe

sonogram.

Doc:Twoweeks

Me:Oh.

Doc:whatswrong?

Me:nothing.

Doc:Yousure?

Me:yes



Doc:Okaythen.

Shegavemeallshehadto.Notes,

prescriptionsallthosedoctorthingsand

Nombuwaspatientlywaitingintheotherroom.

Me:I'mdone

Nombu:Yougood?

Inodded.

Nombu:frienddon'tlie.

Me:Canwejustgosomewherequiet?

Nombu:Sure

Wedrovetothehills.Iwasquietalltheway

thereandshewastoo.Sheonlyspokeafterwe

gotaplacetosit.

Nombu:Talktome.WhatdidtheDoctorsay?

Me:I'mthreeweekspregnant.

Nombu:thosearegreatnews.

Ishookmyhead



.

Nombu:Tshiamodon'tdothis

Me:Ican'thaveanotherchildwithKananelo.

Nombu:He'syourhusband.Yousupposeto

havekidswithhim.

Me:Nombuthisisnotgood

Nombu:Don'tdothistoyourself.Lovethatchild

Me:Itsnotsoeasyto.

Nombu:That'sagiftfromGod

Me:Iknowbut...

Nombu:Appreciateit...

Ikeptquiet.

Nombu:Maybethischildismeanttobringyou

guystogetheragain.

Me:whydoIdoubtthat?

Nombu:Don't



Me:IjustfeellikeI'mbeingtested.

Shegiggled

Nombu:lifetestsusall.Justfocusonpassing

thosetests

Isighed

Nombu:Don'tkeepthisawayfromhim.

Me:Iwasplanningondoingthat.

Nombu:don'tseparateachildfromhisfather.

Ihateditwhenshesaidsmartthings.

Me:I'mhungry

Nombu:Asyoushouldbe.You'vebeenstarving

thatchild

Me:itsnotachild.

Nombu:ohshutup!Itwillbe.

Ilaughedandsheledmetotherestaurant

nearby.Itwasa4minutewalkingdistance.We

gotfoodandendedupgoingbacktowherewe



werecozitwassopeaceful.Shedrovemeback

homeafterwards.

Nombu:I'llcheckonyoueverysecondday.

Me:Okay.

Nombu:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore

Ihuggedherandwatchedasshedroveoff.I

hadapleasantsurprisewaitingformeinthe

house

Tshepang:sister!

Me:mylittleone

Tshepang:howareyou?

Me:I'mfineNanahowareyou?

Tshepang:Imfine.

Me:Whatbringsyouhere?

Tshepang:Missedyou.



Me:Imissedyoutoo.How'sschoolgoing?

Tshepang:it'sgoing

Igiggled

Me:Itakeityouarebeingshownflames

Shelaughed

Tshepang:Onemodule..

Me:Ah!Workonit

Tshepang:Iwill.Whydidyoumoveout?

Me:Idon'tthinkyoushouldaskthat.

Tshepang:I'moldnow.Issomethinggoingon

betweenyouandAbut'Kana?

Me:Sortof.

Tshepang:Willyoutwobefine?

Me:Idon'tknowkid.Where'smybaby?

Tshepang:She'ssleeping.

Me:Okay.



Tshepang:Areyoufinesis?

Me:Tshepang,don'tworryaboutme.

Shelookedatme.

Tshepang:Youknowit'shardnottoright?

Me:Justtry.

Tshepang:Okay.IwanttoseeGopolang

Me:Areyousleepingover?

Tshepang:Yes

Me:OkaythenGoonthen

Tshepang:Latersis

Me:Okaybabe.

ShewentoutandIwenttocheckonmy

daughter,Nolocameback10minuteslater,and

shelookedsodisgusted.

Me:andnow?

Nolo:somethingsmellshorrible.



Me:Where?

Nolo:outside

Me:Okay.Soyoubringingyourdisgustinhere?

Nolo:yes

Me:Ohno.Don'tmakeyourissuesmine.

Shelaughed.

Nolo:Howwasyourday?

Me:Itwasokay.

Nolo:Youdon'tlookokay.

Me:Nombudraggedmetomycheckup.

Nolo:Okay?

Me:SoitturnsoutI'mpregnant.

Nolo:andyounothappyaboutit?

Me:Wouldyoube?

Nolo:Achildisablessing.

Me:Iknowthat



Nolo:Sobethankful.

Me:Okay

Nolo:Iorderedpizzaitshouldbehereanytime

now.

Me:Okaygreat

Wehadquiteaniceeveningwithoursisters

andOurkidsOraandSabelokeptus

entertainedtilltheyweretootiredandwentto

bed.Thenextday,Nolowasn'tgoingandthe

Weekoffhadgivenmetimetostartplanning

thebabyshower.Thatwastheadvantageofit.

Nolo:pleasegivemethat.

Ipassedherhercharger

Nolo:Thankyou.What'sthat?

Me:Vitamins.

Nolo:Youneedthose.

Me:YesIdo.



Nolo:letmesee...

ShereachedforthemtoobeforeIcouldget

themoutofherreach.

Nolo:Tshiamo!Thesearen'tvitamins.

Me:bringthoseback.

Nolo:Areyoucrazy?Theseareibuprofens.

Me:So?

Nolo:Tshiamothesecouldcauseyouto...my

goodnessTshiamo!Youtryingtomiscarry

aren'tyou?
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Nolo:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?

Me:Noloyoudon'tunderstand.

Nolo:Youselfish!

Ikeptquiet.



Nolo:Youreallytriedtokillyourownchild?this

isnotyou!Ifhurthasturnedyouintoamonster

thenno!Youareaterribleperson.

Ikeptstill.

Nolo:I'mgoingtotellKananelo.

Me:Noplease!Nolopleasedon't.

Nolo:Whynot?Youdon'tdeservetobea

mother.What'swrongwithyou?

Me:I'msorry.Iwasn'tthinking.

Nolo:Youknewexactlywhatyouweredoing.

Me:Iwon'ttryitagain.

Nolo:Tshiamobeyouroldselfagain.Youare

losingit!

Me:I'mreallynotlosingit.Justlisten...

Nolo:Onelastchance!IfyoudothisshitagainI

swear!

Me:pleasedon'ttellhim.



Nolo:Fine.

Me:Don'tevenmentionthatI'mpregnant..

Nolo:whynot?

Me:Noloplease.

Nolo:Fine

Me:Thankyou.

Nolo:DothisagainTshiamo.

Me:Iwon't.

Nolo;You'lllosebothyourkids

Me:IheardyouNolo.

Nolo:Good.

Iwatchedasshewenttoflushmypillsaway

andshecamebackwithrealvitamins.

Nolo:Takethis

Me:Nolo....

Nolo:takeit.



Me:Okay

Ihadtotakethemandsheluckliychangedthe

topic.IgotacallfromKana.

Kana:Tshia.

Me:Kana.

Kana:Areyouatwork?

Me:nowhy?

Kana:Babycanwemeet?

Me:youwanttoseeOra?

Kana:No.you.

Ipaused

Kana:Babe?

Me:When?

Kana:Inanhourorso.

Me:where?

Kana:ourfavoritejoint



Me:Okay.

Kana:Thanksbaby.

Me:Okay

IhungupandNolo'seyeswereonme.

Me:Nolo?

Nolo:Areyoufine?

Me:yes.IhavetogomeetwithOratilwe'sdad

Nolo:okaythen.Noibuprofen

Me:Iwon't!

Nolo:Tshiamo...

Me:Ipromise.PleasegiveTshepangthis

moneywhenshecomesback.Shesaidshe

sawawigatStyleDivasohere...

Nolo:willdo.

Me:Thankssis.

Igotreadyandwenttomeetwithhim..



Kana:hey.CanIhugyou?

Ihuggedhim.

Kana:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.

Webothsatdown

Kana:Dayoff?

Me:Beenbookedoff

Kana:why?

Me:BPanddehydration

Kana:Again?

Me:yes.Kanawhydidyoucallmehere?

Kana:Tshiamo,Ijustwantustofixthings?

Me:Fixthings?

Kana:Please.IknowImessedupbutjustlet

mefixthis.

Me:How?



Kana:I'vebrokenthingsoffwithSeipatiandI

justwantustofixthingsbabyplease.

Me:Andyoudidn'tleaveanythingbehind?

Kana:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Didn'tyouimpregnateher?

Kana:No!Iwasalwayssafe

Me:Kananeloyouknow...

Kana:Ipromiseyou.Wecantakeherto

whateverdoctornow

Me:I'mnotsureifIcantrustyou.

Kana:CanweatleastdothisforOra?

Me:Whydidn'tyouthinkofherbeforeyou

cheated?

Hekeptquiet.Therewasalotofsadnesson

hisface.Ihadneverseenhimthatway.

Kana:IknowIhurtyou.

Me:That'sanunderstatement



Kana:Pleasebaby.

Ilookedstraightintoeyes

Kana:Tshiamoplease

Me:Idon'tknowKana.

Kana:Wecangoformarriagecounselling.

Anythingtomakeitwork.

Me:Canyougivemetime?

Henodded.

Me:I'mpregnant

Hiseyespoppedout.Ihaddecidedthathehad

arighttoknow.

Kana:Areyouserious?

Me:Thedoctorconfirmedityesterday.

Kana:Ican'tlieandsayI'mnotHappy.

Me:AndIcan'tlieandsayIamHappy.

Kana:Iunderstand.Soareyoukeepingit?



Inodded

Me:Ialmostdidn't

Kana:TshiamoIknowthisisallmyfault.

Me:right!

Kana:Pleasejustthinkaboutit

Me:CanIjustleave?Ineedtorest.Ifeeltired

Kana:canItakeyouhome?

Me:andwho'sgoingtotakeyourcar?

Kana:I'llsendadriverover.

Me:I'llbegood.

Kana:Yousure?

Me;yes.

Kana:okay.

Me:takecare.

Kana:Youtoo.

IwenttofetchOrafromschoolandtookher



outforamilkshake

Ora:whenarewegoingbackhome?

Me:whichhome?

Ora:dad'shome.Yourhome.Myhouse.

Me:yourhouse?

Ora:Yes.Whenarewegoingback?

Me:Youdon'tlikebeingatAuntNolo's?

Ora:Imissdad

Ikeptquiet

Ora:Canwegobacktoday?

Iquicklydistractedherfromthetopicand

spokeaboutsometoysIwantedtobuyher.I

Spentabout3daysthinkingthingsoverand

dealingwithatroublesomechild.

Kana:Heynunus.Whywereyoucrying?

IhadjustcalledKanaat23:00tocomeovercoz

Shehadbeencrying.



Ora:CanIgohomewithyou.

Me:Babylook...

Ora:IwanttogobacktomyhouseTshiamo.

Pleasedontleavemeheredaddy.

Kana:OkayIwon't.Goputsomeshoeson

Shequicklyrantothebedroomandwestepped

out.

Kana:Howareyou?

Me::bookthesessionswiththemarriage

counsellor.
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Kana:Tshia

Me;Hey.

Kana:Doyouwantsomethingtoeat?

Me:I'mfine.



ThiswasaweekafterIhaddecidedthathe

shouldbookusintotherapy.Wehadalready

metwithourtherapisttwiceandinjustthose

twosessions,Iwasstartingtofeelbetter.

Trustinghimwasgoingtotakesometime.

ThereweredayswhereIjustdidn'twanthimto

touchmealthoughthatIwaswrongbuthe

understoodasourtherapisthadtoldhimthat

thingswilltakesometimebeforetheygoback

towhattheywere.Orawashappytobebackin

herhousethough.ShemissedJamesand

Mirriamthemost.AndUlrika,hernanny.

Kana:Areyousure?

Me:whatareyoumaking?

Kana:Peanutbutterandjam.

Me:sies!

Kana:Whatdoyoumeancozyoulo...

Irantothebathroomtopuke.After5minutes,I

wasbackinthekitchenagain.



Kana:Areyoufine?

Me:Thisistheworstpregnancy.Ihardlyhad

morningsicknesseswhenIwascarryingOra.

Thisisworse.

Kana:CanIgetyousomethingtomakeitfeel

better?

Me:NoI'mfine.Ihavenauseamed.

Kana:Yousureyoufine?

Me;Iam.

Isatdownagain.

Me:stopworrying.Thisisallnormal.

Kana:Youarealwayssick.

Me:Pregnanciesdiffer.AndI'mnotalwayssick.

I'malwaystired

Kana:becauseyouwork.

Me:Iwon'tstopworking.

Kana:Igetthat.I'mnotsayingyoushould.Just



takeiteasy

Me:okay

Kana:Deal?

Me:Deal.

Kana:Thankyou.

Me:youneedtogofetchyourdaughterfrom

school.

Helookedathiswatchthengrabbedhiscar

keys.

Kana:I'llseeyouwhenIcomeback.

Me:Okaythen.

10minutesafterheleft,dadarrived.Hehad

calledthedaybeforetosayhe'dbecoming

overtoseeme.

Dad:Tshiamo.

Me:Dad.

Dad:Areyoufine?



Inodded

Dad:Youdon'tlookfine.

Me:I'mjustsick.

Dad:HaveyouandKanasortedoutyourissues?

Hedidn'tknowwhatissuesthosewerebuthe

knewweweregoingthroughsomething.My

dadwouldhaveprobablybrokenhislegsifIhad

toldhim..

Me:Weworkingthroughthem.Forthesakeof

thelovewesharebutmoreespeciallyourkids.

Dad:kidyoumean?

Me:kidsdad.I'mpregnantagain.

Dad:Lily.

Me:Dad?

Helookedconcerned.Ijustcouldn'tunderstand

why.

Dad:Oraisstillyoung..Willyoubeabletowork,



gothroughyourpregnancy,beamotheranda

wifeatthesametime?

Me:I'mdoingitdad.

Dad:Takeiteasy.

Me:Iwill.Youdon'tlookhappythough.

Dad:NoIamhappy.YouknowIlovebeinga

grandfather.I'mjustworriedaboutyou.You

looksickasitis.

Dadthough!ThereweretimesIdidn'twanthim

aroundcozhewouldjustworrytoomuch.Even

overlittlethings.

Me:Dad!

Dad:Don'tsnapatmepregnantchild

Igiggled.

Me:DadI'mfine.Pleasestopworrying

Dad:I'myourdad.Iwillalwaysworryaboutyou.

Me:AndIloveyouforthat.



Dad:Nowletmeworry.

Me:Nottoomuchplease.

Dad:Ican'tpromiseyouthat

Me:CanIgetyouadrink?

Iwasgrowingtiredofhisconcernedside.

Dad:Juice

Me:okaydad.

Iwenttogethimjuiceandbiscuits.

Me:How'smadoing?Shecalledmeyesterday

Dad:She'salsoworriedaboutyou.Shesaidyou

areoverworkingyourself

Me:I'mnotanymore.Pleasetellher.

Dad:okayLily..

Me:Yesdad.Sowhenwillwereceivethe

pensionmoney?

Helaughed!



Dad:Why?

Me:Ihaveplansforit

Dad:Forwhosemoney?

Me:Ourmoney.

Welaughedagain.

Dad:Orareallytakesafteryou.

Igiggled.

Me:I'veneverseenathreeyearoldthatspeaks

somuch.

Dad:kidsaresmarterthanyouthink.Assoon

astheyknowawordortwojustknowthatyou'll

bedealingwiththeirverbaldiarrheauntilthey

settleintotheirrealpersonalities.

Me:Sothisisntherrealpersonality?

Dad:it'sherchildhoodpersonality.

Me:andI'msupposetodealwiththat?

Dad:youhavenochoice.



Me:Ishouldhaveneverbeenaparent.

Dad:toolate.Youhavetwonow.

Me:Thanksforremindingmedad.

Dad:it'sapleasuremychild.

Heleftafterhespentsometimewithhis

grandchildandsoninlaw.Theeveningwaswell

spentwiththehubbyandmydiva.Thenextday

wasworkasusualbutataround10:00Istarted

notfeelingokay.Ifeltabitsick.

Sharon:Gohome.

Me:ICant.

Sharon;Tshiamogohomeplease.Idontwant

toberushingyoutothedoctoragain.

Me:Iknowbut...

Shestartedpackingmythings.

Sharon;Let'sgo.

IwasforcedtogobackhomeandasIwas



drivingback,IgotacallfromKana.

Kana:yougoingsomewhere?

Me;Home.

Kana:Areyoufine?

Me:sick.I'llbefine.

Kana:I'mcomingback.

Me:noyoudon't...

Kana:I'monmyway.

Me:Okay.

Ihungupand15minuteslaterIwasathome.

Mirriam:Thatpersonhasbeenheresince

morning.Didn'topenthegate

Me:Okay.YoudidgoodMirriam.Younever

knowwhatorwhoyoudealingwith.

Mirriam:AreyouokayTshia?

Me:justnauseousandtired.



Mirriam:I'llmakeyousomethingokay?And

don'ttrytohelpmewithhousechorestoday.

Me:Okay.Letmegoseewhothatis.

Mirriam:Okay.

Iwentoutagaintothepersonwhowasinthe

caroutsidemyhouse.

Me:Hello.

"HiMrsTefohowareyou?"

Me:DoIknowyou?

"Forgiveme.Seipati"

Iquicklycalmedmyselfdown.

Me:YourMan'snothere..whatdoyouwant?

Seipati:Ourmandumpedme.I'mjusthereto

fetchmylingerie.Didn'tyouperhapsseeit

whenyouwerecleaning?Arednumberwitha

lotoflace.Sawit?Yes?No?Maybe?

Alltheifs
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Me:Okay.Holdon.

IcalledKana.

Kana:Babe?

Me:Howfarareyou?

Kana:I'm3minutesaway.

Me:okay.

Kana:Iseverythingfine?

Me:YourSeipatiishete.

Kana:What!

Hehungupandsecondslater,Isawhiscar.He

quicklycameoutofit.

Kana:Andthen?

Seipati:Hellosugar.

Kana:whogaveyoumyaddress?

Seipati:Hellobaby.



Kana:Whothehellshowedyoumyhouse!

Seipati:Isawitononeofyourdocumentson

yourphone.Youhavealovelyhome

IkeptmyeyesonKananelo

Me:I'msupposetoacceptsuchdisrespectright?

Kana:Pleasecalmdown.

Me:Getyourrubbishoffmyproperty.

Seipati:Don'tcallme...

Me:IDon'trecalltalkingtoyou!

Kana:Itoldyouit'sover.Leave!

Seipati:Soyouwereserious?

Kana:LeaveSeipati.

Seipati;Fine.

Shegotbackintohercar.

Seipati:Nicehousebytheway.

Shedroveoff.



Kana:Babylook...

Me:Didyoubringherhere?

Kana:NoIwouldnever.Pleasebelieveme!I

didn'tbaby.

Me:KananeloIdon'tneedthisdrama

Kana:Iknow..butIdidn'tbringherhere.

Me:fine..Okay!

Iwasreallygettingsick

Me:Pleasetakemetothedoctor.

Kana:gogetwhateverthatyouneed.

Me:Okay.

Iwenttotakemybag..ToldMirriamwhereI

wasgoing.

Doc:Pregnanciesdiffer..Thiswillprobablybe

yourworst.

Me:Insuchearlystages?



Doc:Yes.

Me:Willwebefine?

Doc:It'sjustnausearight?

Me:it'stoomuch.

Doc:Justletitbe.

Me:AndI'mjustfeelveryirritable.

Doc:That'snormal.

Me:isit?

Doc:Didn'tyoufeelthiswaywhenyouwere

pregnantwithOra?

Me:no.

Doc:Youokay..justtakeyourvitaminsandyou

shouldbefine.

Me:Okaythen.

Doc:AnyquestionsKana?

Kana:nothingatall



Doc:yousure?

HenoddedalthoughIcouldseetheworryon

hisface

Doc:That'sit.

Me:Thankyou.

Doc:Youwanttoseeyourchild?

Me:Doyoubabe?

Kana;Yesbabe.

Doc:Okayup!

Ipulledmyshirtupsowecouldhavethescan

done..Everythingwasfine.

Doc:Allgood.

Me:Thankyou..

Doc:pleasure.

WedecidedtogetOraonourwaybackeven

thoughitwasn'texactlytimeforhertoleave

school.



Ora:daddy

Kana:Baby?

Ora:I'mhungry.

Kana;whatdoyouwanttoeat.

Ora:Chips.

Kana:and?

Ora:Ribs.

Kana:and?

Ora:Milkshake.

Kana:Okaylet'sgo.

Ilistenedastheylaughedandspokelikeold

friends.Iwasleftoutasusual.

Kana:soyouwantit?

Ora;Pleasedaddy.

Kana;WhatColor?

Ora:Blue.



Kana:Bluecar?

Ora:Yes..theonethatLookslikeLily's.

Kana:Okay..

Shehadherdadforsomerideoncaranda

skateboard

Ora:Whendad?

Kana:Tomorrow.

Ora:Andtheskateboard?Sabelodoesn'twant

metousehis.

Kana:Butyoutooyoungforskateboards.

Ora:NoDaddy.

Kana:babyyouare.

Ora;NoI'mnot.

Kana:Willyoulistentome?

Ora:yes.I'lllistentoyou.

Igiggledathowcuteshelooked.



Kana:Skateboardsareforboys.

Ora:No.thatgirlonsubwaysurfusesa

skateboard.

Kanasighed.

Kana:canyouhelp?

Me:Nope.Leavemeoutofit.ItsaFatherand

daughterthing.

Kana:SoI'monmyown?

Me:Unfortunately.

Kana:Ouch.

Ora:Daddy!

Kana:Imlisteningbaby.

Monthslater...

Ihadforgiven!Iwasworkingonforgetting.He

didalltherightthingsandtookcareofus..he

wasremorsefulandIwascomingaroundtoo.

Therapywasagoodidea..Itbroughtuscloser



again.AmandaandLindani's"wedding"was

alsoaverybeautifulone.AtleastthekidIwas

carryingdidn'tmakemesickonthatday.Iwas

atpeace.

Me:BabyItaughtyouhowtodoit.

Kana:BabyI'mtryingmybest.

Me:Kanabeadadplease.

Kana:Iam.

Helaughed.

Kana:Youknowthisonedoesntlikeme

Me:howcanyousaythat?

Kana:Youknowthis..lookattheface.

Igiggled.

Me:Justchangethediaper.

Kana:Okayfine.

Hedid.



Me:Didyoudie?

Kana:no.

Me:Thisonelovesyou..youarethedad.

Kana:doyoudude?

Heaskedhisson.Ihadgivenbirthtomy

beautifulson.Mylittleking.TumeloPhenyo

Tefo.Oracalledhim"TPT".Tshepang's

influenceyes!

Me:Yeshedoes.

Kana:thankyoubaby.

Me:For?

Kana:Theblessings.Foryou.Forforgivingme.

Iknowitsbeenhardthesepastfewmonths.I'm

justreally...

Me:Let'sfocusonmakinguswork.

Kana:Andhavingmorekids.

Ifakedacoughandhelaughed.



Me:Nope.Westillfinelikethis.

Kana:Youknowwe'vegoteachotherright?

Me:Andthat'sallweneed.
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Me:Orastoprunning!

Ora:I'mplaying.

Me:Stoprunning.

Wewereonvacationwithour3yearoldandthe

littlemanwhowasonly2monthsoldbut

lookedlikehehadbeenonearthfor5months.

Tumeloatealot.Wehadtointroducehimto

solidsat6weekscozhejustneverhadenough.

AlthoughIwasabitscaredthatitmightcause

himtobeconstipated,hewasjustlivinghislife

andeatinghisfood.Astronghealthyboy.Ora

lovedhimtothecore.Shealwaystriedsharing

herfoodwithhimnoalwaystriedfeedinghim



whatevershewaseatingsowealwayshadto

beextracarefulwhenshewasaroundhim.

We'dtellhertogoeatinthekitchenthencome

backwhenshewasdonebutsomehowshe

wasalwaysabletogiveherlittlebrothersome

sugar.Thegranuleswouldalwaysgiveitaway.

Ora:Lily.

Me:Ora?

Shecamecloser.

Ora:Pleaseletmeplay

Me:I'mnotsayingyoucan'tplay.Stoprunning.

You'llgethurt.

Ora:Where'smydad?

Me:Idon'tknow.

IwasreallyjusttheladythatcarriedOrafor9

months.

Ora:Lily.



Me:Idon'tknow

Ora:Okay

Me:Stoprunningokay?

Ora:OkayLily.

Shewentbacktothenewfriendsshemade.

Hisbrotherwassleepingpeacefullyinhis

travellingbed.IwatchedasKanawalkedback

tous

Me:younotsupposetobringworkonfamily

vacationsbaby.

Kana:Iknow.Ihadtostopthembeforethey

messedthingsup.Again!

Me:iseverythingfinenow?

Kana:Shouldbe.

Me:Nomorecalls.

Kana:Deal.Tellme...

Allmyattentionwenttohim.



Kana:Areyoureadytogobacktowork?

Me:Ihaveamonthtogetready

Kana:Areyou?

Inodded.

Me:Imisswork.

Kana:Andyouokaywithmumlookingafter

Tumelo?

Me:Yes.Baby?

Kana:Baby.

Me:youtheonewhohasanissuewiththat.

Kana:OkayI'mnotentirelycomfortablewiththe

idea.

Me:Why?

Kana:WehadanannyforOra.Can'twedothe

sameforTumelo?

Me:Youtrustastrangermorethanyourmum?



Kana:She'sgettingold.

Me:She's57

Kana:See?

Ilaughed.

Me:Lethertakecareofhergrandson.Don't

takethisfromher.Sheraisedyou,She'lldoa

betterjobwithyourchild.Trustme.

Kana:Howdoyouknow?

Me:Becausesheloveshergrandkidsmorethan

shelovesyou.

Helaughed.

Kana:Goodanswer.Alotoftruthinit.

Me:Exactly

Kana:Okaythen.Let'sgiveitashot.

Me:Yoursonwillbefine.

Kana:Thisonethatfinishesmymoney.



Igiggled.

Me:yousaidyouwantanotherchild.Dealwith

it.

Kana:Orawasn'tlikethis..mydaughterwas

sweet.

Me:towho?

Kana:tous.

Me:toyou.

Kana:don'tbadmouthher.

Me:Stopbadmouthingmyson.

Kana:I'mnot.

Me:YouloveOramoredon'tyou?

Hegiggled.

Kana:Youknowthat'snottrue.

Me:Then?

Kana:he'saboy.



Me:so?

Kana:toughlove.

Me:YoumustneverKananelo!I'mbanningyou

frommyson.

Kana:Howdareyou!

Me:Don'ttouchhim.

Kana:HeyIhavearight.

Me:Gotouchyourdaughter.

Kana:That'snotfair.

Me:itisandyou...

IreceivedavideocallfromNombu.

Me:Babycanyouwatchhimforme?

Helaughed.

Kana;didn'tyoubanme?

Me:youunbannedfornow..I'llbanyouagain

whenIcomeback.



Webothlaughedandheagreed.

Nombu:Yummymummy.

Me:Hey!

Nombu:Letmeseethebod.

Ishowedbody.

Nombu:Youarelosingthebabyfat.I'mso

jealous.

Me:Ihaveto.Itoldyoutojoinme.

Nombu:HardworkTshiamo.

Me:Thenyou'llneverlosethefat.

Nombu:Istillhavetwomorebabiestocarry.

Me:Haaa!

Nombu:I'mtellingyou.

Me:MygoodnessNombu!

Nombu:I'mnocareerwomanplease.

Me:Okayfine..sorry.



Nombu:forgiven.howaremykidsdoing?

Me:Theyarefine.

Nombu:Andyou?

Me:I'mallgood..

Nombu:Andwhenareyoucomingback?

Me:Tomorrow.

Nombu:Good.You'vebeengoneforwaytoo

longnow.

Me:aweek?

Nombu:Itistoolong..Missyou

Me:Ican'twaittoseeyouthen.

Nombu:I'mcomingoverforlunchokay?

Me:Areyouasking?

Nombu:I'mtellingyou.

Me:when?

Nombu:I'lljustpopup..



Me:WhyamInotsurprised?

Shegiggled.

Nombu:I'llcallyoulaterokay?StheJustgot

back.Iwanttogogetwhat'smine.

Me:Havefun

Nombu:bye!

Me:byebaby.

Iwentbacktothefamily.Wehadabeautiful

nightundertheskycozitwashot..Tumelo.was

withOra'snannythoughcozsheadvisedus

againstbringinghimoutatnight..wefleeback

thenextdayandwejustgothomeandslept..

Tumeloonlywokeuponcethatnightandthe

nextdayweprettymuchjusthadalazyday.

Kana:WhatcanIgetyou?

Me:Justwater.

Kana:Sure?



Me;Yes.

Kana:Okay.

Hewenttogetmeabottleofwaterandwe

weretoldbyMirriamthatwehadavisitorsowe

askedhertothemin.

Kana:Andnow?

Me:Calmdown!

Kana:whatareyoudoinghere?

Seipati:that'snowaytotalktoyourbabymama.

Kana:what?

Seipati:Here..Ibroughtyourchild.

Kana:Don'tcomeherewithyournonsense!We

hadtests...

Seipati:thingsgowrong..doctorsmake

mistakes.Labsmakemistakes!Thisisyour

childandsheisonly3monthsold.Accepther

orI'mgoingtohaveyouarrestedforchild



support

Alltheifs

#51

Kana:youneedtoleavemealone!

Seipati:Takecareofyourchild.

Kana:Takethislittlebabyandleave!

Seipati:hellno!YouneedtosupportyourChild.

I'mnotbackingDown.

Me:Hello.

Seipati:I'mnottalkingtoyou.

Me:Listen!

Isnapped.

Me:Thisismyhouse!Youdontmakedemands

here!IsuggestyoutakethischildandI'lltakeit

fromhere.



Seipati:I'mnotleavingthishouse!

Igrabbedherhandbagandnappybagand

tossedthemout

Me:Leave!

Seipati:Never!

Me:Don'tmakemedragyouandthatinnocent

childout!

Kana:Seipatileave

Seipati:I'llbeback.

ShetookherchildandTheyheadedout.

Me:Didyounotsayyouhadtestsdone.

Kana:she'slying

Me:KananeloIthoughtthisnightmarewasover.

Kana:Babyitis.

Me:Thenwhatisallofthis?

Kana:I'llgethertobackoff.



Me:No.YouandthatchildaregoinginforDNA

tests.

Kana:youwantmetowastemytime?

Me:Youwantustogobacktowhatwewerea

fewmonthsago?

Hekeptquiet

Me:Ithoughtasmuch.

Kana:okayTshiafine.I'lldoit.

Me:Youreallyhavenochoice.

Kana:I'mgoingtocheckonTumelo

Me:okay.

IwatchedashewalkedawayandIwas

disturbedbyacall.

Me:Daddy!

Dad:HelloDaughterofmine.

Me:howareyou?



Dad:WellI'mFine.Itakeityouback?

Me:YesIamsir.

Dad:Howarethekidsdoing?

Me:Allgood.

Dad:I'mgoingtocomeoverokay?

Me:Today?

Dad:Yes.

Me:Okay.

Dad:Isthatokay?

Igiggled.

Me:Dad.

Dad:Lily.

Me:Youalreadytoldmethatyoucoming.

Dad:Iwasasking.

Me:Noyouweren't.

Dad:YesIwas.



Me:No.Youweren't.Pleasebringmechocolate.

Dad:No.Yourtimehasexpiredaskyour

husbandtogetyouchocolate.

Me:Ouch.

Dad:However,Iloveyouthough.

Me:Iloveyoutoodad.

Dad:laterokay?

Me:OkayDaddy.

HehungupandKanawaslookingatme.

Kana:yourDad?

Me:yes

Kana:Ishefine?

Me:He'sokay.Hesaidhe'scomingover.

Kana:Okay

Me:Ishestillsleeping?

Henodded



Kana:BabycanItalktoyou?

Me:Sure.

Imadespaceforhimonthecouch.

Kana:I'mreallysorryforallthemessIcaused.

Me:Youneedtostopapologizing

Kana:wellit'shardnotto

Me:KanaI'veforgivenyou.Ihave

Kana:Forreal?

Inodded

Me:Imeanit

Kana:SeipatijusttookmebacktoaplaceI

neverwantedtovisitagain

Me:youknowIshouldbesayingthatnotyou.

Hemanagedtosmile

Me:Ithinkyouneedtocutyourselfsomeslack.

Kana:whendidyoubecomesounderstanding?



Me:I'mnotjustawifeanymore.I'vegotkidsto

thinkofnow.

Kana:Thankyou.

Me:Pleasure.

Kana:wantsomethingtoeat?

Me:No.

Kana:whynot?

Me:I'monadiet.

Kana:Youarestillbreastfeeding.

Me:so?

Kana:Younotsupposetobeonadiet.

Me:noIcan.I'meatingtherightfood.

Kana:yourbodyisfine.

Me:noitisn't.

Kana:Takeitfromyourhusband.

Me:Myhusbandislying.



Kana:Babyyoureallynotfat.

Me:Iwas.

Kana:Yesfinebutnowyou'veworkedoutand...

Me:No.I'mnotfine.

Kana:Youreallydon'twantfood?

Me:Ireallydon't.

ThelittleonewokeupandIrushedtogethim

beforehecouldwakehissister.Iquickly

calmedhimdown,changedhisdiaperandhe

wassoonburyinghisfaceinmychest.Ifedhim

andhewasfastasleepagain.

Kana:Thatkidisalwayssleeping.

Me:beglad.

Kana:he'slazy.

Me:Stopbadmouthingmyson.

Kana:Butheis.

Me:Noheisn't.



Kana:Then?

Me:Hehastosleepsohecangrow.

Kana:OraneversleptthisMuch.

Iignoredhim.

Kana:Helloma'am!

Me:Leavemysonalone.

Kana:He'scutethough.

Me:He'scuterthanyourdaughter

Helaughed

Kana:Youareentitledtoyourownopinion.

Me:Ohwhatever!

Wespenttimetogetheranddadcamelaterin

tocheckonthekids.2dayslater,Kanacalled

hisdoctorsothetestscouldbeconducted.I

wasnervous.Ireallywas.Anythingwas

possible.Weweretoldthatthey'dtake5days

tocomebackfromthelabandIreallydreaded



theday.WhenitfinallycameIwaspanicking

inside

Doc:Tshia?

Me:Hey.

Doc:Areyoufine?

Inodded

Doc:Yousure?

Me:Yes

Seipati:whatdotheresultssay?

Kana:Howaboutyourelax?

Seipati:Iamveryrelaxed

Kana:thenkeepquiet

Shedidandwewatchedasthedoctoropened

theenvelope.

Doc:Okay....

Hepausedashereadon.



Doc:99.9%Sir.Thechildisyours
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IstaredintospaceasIthoughtofthebetrayal.

Evidenceofhisinfidelity.Evidenceof

unfaithfulness.Evidenceofbrokenvows.The

resultstookmebacktoaplaceIwasinmonths

beforemyson'sbirth.Feelingofbetrayal,

feelingofhurt,itwasasifIwasrelivingthe

past.WhatwasIgoingtotellmychildren?

"Acceptyourdad'slovechildshe'syoursister?"

WhatwasIsupposetodo?HowwasIgoingto

facemyfather?WhatwasIgoingtodo?Tosay?

Kana:Tshiamo?

Iquicklywipedthetearsoffmyface.Itwas3or

4hoursaftertheresultshadbeenshowntous.

Iaskedhismistresstoleaveimmediately.

Me:hi.



Kana:Canwetalk?

Me:Yessure.

OraandTumiwerewithUlrika.Shemusthave

seenthatIwasn'tokaysoshehadaskedmeto

pumpenoughmilkforTumeloandwaswith

themintheplayroom.

Kana:IswearIwassafeatalltimes.

Me:really?

Kana:Iwas..

Me:Thenwhathappened?

Kana:BabyIdon'tknow.Sheprobablygottothe

doctororsomething.

Me:Ithinkit'stimeyoutookfullresponsibility

foryouractions.Youcheated,sleptwitha

womanandmadeherpregnant.

Kana:thatisnotmychild.

Me:Kananeloyou'vehurtmeenough.you've



toldmeenoughlies..pleasejustadmititnow.

Hehadgivenup..therewasnowayaroundit.I

wastiredofhisapologies.Iwastiredofthe

hurt.IwastiredofthepainIwasfeeling.

Me:canIbeleftalone?EvenIfitsjustforan

hour?

Henodded.

Me:thankyou.

Iwatchedashewalkedoutandcontinuedmy

thinking.Iwasoverthinkingthings,wipingtears

anddealingwithwhathadtookmeback.Iwas

tryingtocalmdownandwhenIfinallyregained

mystrength,Iwenttocheckonmykidsand

foundOraandKanasingingsomeweirdsong

tohim.Theirownfreestyle.Thelyricsdidn't

evenmakesensebuttheywerehavingagood

time.Iwenttothekitchentostartcooking.I

neededsomethingtogetmymindoffthings,45

minuteslater,Kanacametothekitchen.



Me:Wherearethekids?

Kana:Thelittleone'ssleepingandtheotherone

isplayinggamesonhertablet.

Me:Okay.

Kana:Canwetalk?

Me:justaminuteplease.

IstirredonelasttimeandSwitchedoffthe

stove.

Me:OkayI'mallears

Kana:whatnow?Haveyoudecidedonwhatyou

goingtodo?

Inoddedandhesatupstraightreadyforthe

answer.Hisfacedisplayedconcernmorethan

thatIthinkhewasafraidofwhatmyanswer

wouldbe...

Me:Nothing.

Kana:nothing?



Me:there'snothingIcandoaboutthissituation.

Thechildisyours.

Kana:Younotleavingme?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:I'mnotleaving..

Kana:Really?

Hewasindisbelief.

Me:I'lljusthavetofigureoutwhatI'lltellthe

kidswhentheygrowup.

Kana:Iunderstand..

Me:Canyoubookmoresessionsforme?

Kana:CanIjoinyou?

Me:CanIdothisalonefirst?

Kana:That'sokay

Me:Onlythecounsellorwilltellmeifweshould

includeyouornot.



Kana:Thankyoubaby..

Me:I'mwillingtomakethiswork.Nomatter

howmuchyou'vehurt.That'showdeepmylove

is.

Kana:I'mso...

Me:pleasestopapologizing.

Kana:forgivemeforthat.

Me:ShouldIdishupforyounow?

Kana:please

Me:okay

Idishedupforhimandhisdaughterthenwent

tojointheminthelounge.Imanagedtoget

somerestasTumelowaswellbehavedatnight.

Onlywokeuponceandwasn'trestlessatall.

Kana:Seeyoulater?

Me:Haveagooddayatwork.

Kana:havefunwithyourson.



Orawasgoingbacktoschool.

Me:CanIhaveSeipati'snumber?

Kana:Why?

Me:Weneedtoreachsomesortofagreement.

Kana:okay

Hesentthemtomyphone.

Me:Thankyou.

Kana:Pleasure

Me:seeyoulater.

Ikissedhim.

Me:Don'tforgettobookmoresessions.

Kana:Okaybaby

Me:ByeOra.

Ora:ByeLily

Iwatchedastheywalkedoutandwenttocheck

onTumelowhowasstillslepping.Ataround8,I



calledSeipati.

Seipati:Tshiamo.

Iwasn'tsurprisedshehadmynumber.

Me:howareyou?

Seipati:Allgood.

Me:canyoucomeover?

Seipati:why?

Me:Wellmyhusbandisthefatherofyourchild

sodon'tyouthinkweshouldcometosomesort

ofagreementorfindawayaroundthis?

Seipati:Okay.

Me:12:30

Seipati:OkayTshiamo.Seeyouthen.

Me:Okay.

Ihungup,wenttobathandwhenTumelowoke

up,Ibathedhimfedhimandhewasfastasleep

again.



Me:Ulri.

Ulri:Tshia?

Me:Ineedafavor

Ulri:Ohoh

Igiggled.IlovedUlrika.Shewas2yearsolder

thanmebutwasmorelikeasisterthanananny.

Me:Seipatiiscomingherewithherchild.Ineed

thechild'sDNAsample.

Ulri:I'mguessingyouwantsalivia?

Me:Yes.Offertowatchthekidspleaseandget

asample.GettingKananelo'siseasy.

Ulri:Okay

Me:Thankyou.

Igaveherthebag

Ulri:Gotyou.

Me:Thankyou



Ulri:Gotyou.

WewaitedforSeipatitocomeandluckilyshe

camewithherchild.

Me:Doyouwantsomethingtodrink?

Seipati:Juice

Me:Okay.Ulripleasecomegetthekids

Seipati:Takethemwhere?

Me:Tothenursery.

Seipati:Ohokay

Me:Yes.I'llgogetyourjuice

Seipati:Okaythanks

UlritookthekidstothenurseryandIwentto

getussomejuice

Me:Areyoucomfortablewithyourchildcoming

heretospendtimewithKananelo?

Seipati:I'llcomewith.



Me:Notnowobviouslyshe'sstillfully

dependantonyou.

Seipati:Whenshe'slikeone?

Me:Yeah.

Seipati:Okaythencool.

Me:Isthatfine?

Seipati:YesbutKananeloneedstocreatesome

sortofbondwithhischildandsupporther.

Me:Igetthat

Ilaiddownafewrulesandtheyleftafteran

hourorso.Sheseemedunderstanding.Ididn't

buyitthough.Ulrihadmanagedtogetthekid's

sampleandImanagedtogetKana's.Itoldhim

whatIwasdoingthough!Ifoundanotherdoctor

andinthreedays,theresultswerebackfrom

thelab.Iopenedthem.

Kana:TshiamocanyouHurryup?

Idid.Quicklyscannedthroughthem.



Me:sheisyours.Whetheryoulikeitornot.That

child...

Itriedtoholdbackmytears.

Me:isunfortunatelyascarofthepainyou

caused.
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2yearslater,Ihadacceptedthatmychildren

hadahalfsister.TumelohadgrownintoaFine

younggent.Welltwoyearoldgent.Tshepang

wasdoinggreat..shehadfoundajob..Lesedi

wasalsodoingverywellandsowasResego..I

wasproudofthesiblings.Ihadalsocompleted

anothercourse.FinancialmanagementandI

wasdoingverywell.Very!Allthefriendswere

prettymuchthesame.IwasveryclosetoMike

andWinnieasIhadbeenwhileIwasworkingas

salesconsultant.Nolohadbrokenupwithher

babydaddyanddecidedtostaysingleandraise



herkids.IhadmadepeacewithCeliaand

Lerato.Boughtthemahouse.Yes!Ihadtoget

themoutoftheshack.Wellitwasmy

grandfather'swish.Hepassedontwodays

afterwehadTumelo's1stbirthdayparty.Iwas

tornapartbutdadhadtoldmetoletgo.Gran

hadmadepeacewithitevenbeforemy

grandfathertookhislastbreath.KanaandI

weremakingitwork.Seipatihadnodrama

luckily.BaneleandLungeloweredivorced.

That'swhatIwastoldbyLungelowhenIonce

bumpedintohimatShoprite

Winnie:IDon'tknowTshia.

Me:Wellyoushould.

Wewerehavinglunch.WithMike.Theyhad

foundotherjobsandweredoinggoodaswell.

Winnie:Itisagreatofferyes...

Me;But?

Winnie:Idon'tknow.



Mike:Youfoundabetterjob.Takeit.

Me:ThankyouMikeylish.

Mike:YesTshialish!

Winnie:areyouguyssure?

Wenodded.

Winnie:OkayI'lltakeit.

Me:Good!

Mike:Noyoutalking.

Hecalledthewaiterandorderedmoredrinks.

Me:Andthen?

Mike:Andthenwhat?

Me:what'sgoingonMikey?

Winnie:Yes.Whatiswrong?

Mike:withwhat?

Me:youhardlyathomeandyoualwayswithus

Mike:Areyoucomplaining?



Winnie:No..talktous.

Hesighed.

Mike:I'malwaysfightingwiththewife.

Winnie:Why?

Mike:She'salwayscomplaining..alwayshas

somethingtofindfaultin.

Winnie:Andyougrowingtired?

Mike:Wouldn'tyou?

Winnie:Didyouaskwhattheproblemis?

Mike:Idid..she'sjustcomplaining!

Me:I'msorry.

Mike:SothisiswhyI'malwayswiththehappy

ones.

Welaughed

Me:Ofcourse!

Winnie:Let'sdrink!



Morelaughterandwehadsuchagoodtime..

WhenIgothomethekidsweresleepingand

Kanawasworking.

Me:OnaFriday?

Kana:Yesma'am.

Me:Why?

Kana:Iwaswaitingforyou.

Me:I'mnotlateamI?

Kana:no.

Me:whyaretheysleepingsoearly?

Kana:playedtoomuch.

Me:Didtheybath?

Kana:yestheydid.

Me:Okay.I'mgoingtotakeashower.

Kana:CanIjoinyou?

Me:Idon'tfeellikegettinguptonogoodtoday



Hegiggled

Kana:theytoldyouIbite?

Me:Iknowyoudo.

Kana:Okayguilty.

Me:Stayinyoursokay?

Kana:Yesma'am.

Iknewhewouldn'tbecauseminutesafterIhad

gottenintotheshowerhishandswereonmy

wetskinandhecarriedmeoutoftheshower

drivinginandoutofme.Deeply..

Me:Ka...

Kana:payattentiontowhatwedoing.

Ipaidattentiontowhathardlyletmebreathe

butfeltsogood.Sosogood.Iletgoofthe

sheetsWhenhepulledoutandbreathedheavily.

Me:Whatwasthat?

Kana:youverynice.



Me:CanIgoshowernow?

Kana:Ithinkyoucan.

Hejoinedmeforitandwewenttobed..We

werewokenupbytwoloudkidsthenextdayas

wefoundthemdancinginthelounge.

Me:Goodmorningbabies.

Ora:Hellomummy.

Me:sleptwell.

Shenodded.

Kana:heycuteone.

Ora:Hellodaddy.

Tumelo:I'vebeenwaitingforyouTshia.

Me:Pleasegreetus.

Tumelo:helloKana.

Kana:Hellosonhowareyou?

Tumelo;I'mfine..helloTshia.



Me:HeyTumi.

Tumi:I'mhungry.

Me:YoucouldhaveeasilyaskedUncleJames

tomakeyoufood.

Heshookhishead.

Tumi:Idon'tlikehisoats.

Me:Buthemakesitnice.

Tumi:Idon'tlikeit.

Me:Oradoyoualsowantsomeoats?

Ora:Yesplease

Me:okaythen.

Ileftthemwiththeirdadandwehadoatsfor

breakfast.Wedecidedtogooutforlunchto

somekiddiesfriendlyrestaurantcozOrafelt

likewehadn'ttakenthemoutinawhile.She

wasrightthough.Wewerealwayssobusy.Well

Iwas.ButIalwaysmadetimeforthem.Igota



callfromMikeywhileKanaandhiskidswere

stillplacingtheirorders.

Me:Mikey.

Mike:Hey!

Me:What'sup?

Mike:let'sgopartyingtonight

Me:OhNo..youknowI'mbookedthisweekend..

Kidsandthehusband.

Mike:Ohcomeon..Winnieison.

Me:Can'tdobabe.

Mike:PartyPooper.

Me:I'msorry.

Mike:Okayfinethen.

Me:havefunthough

Mike:I'llsendyoupictures.

Igiggled.



Me:Dothat.

Mike:Bye.

Me:Bye.

HehungupandIwenttothefamily.Wellthe

husbandcozthekidswerealreadyintheplay

area.

Me:Sorryaboutthat

Kana:Igotyouthesame.

Me:Itsokay

Kana:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Yes.Mikewantedtogoout.

Kana:Sowhydidn'tyou?

Me:familyweekend?

Kana:baby?

Me:Yes?

Kana:youknowwecouldhaveeasilytaken



themtomum's.

Me:Andleaveyoualone?

Kana:notreallyalone.

Me:Then?

Kana:Didyouforget?

Me:Forgetwhat?

Kana:ThatIhaveafamilyvacationthing

plannedwithRorisangandhermum?

Me:Familyvacationthing?

Kana:Itoldyou.

Me:IthoughtItoldyouthat'snothappening.I

saidthevacationwillonlyhappenifmykids

andIarethereandwecan'tcozI'mbusythis

month.Itoldyoudidn'tI?

Kana:weneedtospendtimewithherasher

parents.

Me:Really?



Kana:Yes!

Me:GoKananelo!You'vealreadymadeupyour

mindhaven'tyou?

Kana:WellIwasn'texactlyaskingforyour

permission.Iwaslettingyouknow.
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Icouldnotbelievemyears.Iwasreallyhoping

itwasn'thimtalking.

Me:Excuseme?

Kana:Thisisimportant.

Me:Forwho?

Kana:Rorisang.

Me:Really?



Kana:Yes.

Me:Areyoueven...

Thewaiterdisturbedusandwehadtogocall

thekids.

Tumi:Tshia?

Me:Baby?

Tumi:CanIpleasehavesome?

Me:Youwantsauce?

Tumi:Yesplease.

Me:Okaybaby.

IpouredhimandOrasome.Theylookedhungry.

Literally!Theykepttheireyesgluedtotheir

platesandIhadtoforcesomeofmyfooddown

mythroatcozIhadlostmyappetite.

Ora:mummy.

Me:Baby?

Ora:Youdon'tlikeyourribs?



Me:Mum'snotsohungry.

Myplatewasstillfull.75%full.

Tumi:Why?

Me:Ihadenoughoats

Tumi:Theoatswasnice.

Me:Wasit?

Henodded.

Me;Wellthankyou.

Mysongavezerofucksabouthisfather.Ididn't

evenunderstandWhy.Yestheyspentquality

timetogether,watchedandplayedsoccer

togetherbutTumelowasmummy'sboy.He

wasmybestfriend.Sowasmydaughterbutnot

somuch.

Tumelo:CanIhaveyourribs?

Igiggled.

Me:Noyoucan't..



Tumelo:Why?

Me:cozkidsdon'teatribs.

Tumelo;WhotoldyouthatTshia?Wealways

eatribs.

Me:Nobabyatthisrestaurant

Hewastoosmartforhisage..Dadalwayssaid

"yoursontakesafteryou,hemaynotlooklike

youbutheisdefinitelyyours"

Tumelo:Okay

Hewasn'tfeelingit.Infact,hewasn'tbuyingit!

Notatall.

Ora:Daddyareyoufine?

Kana:Iambabygirlwhy?

Ora:Justasking..whyareyoulookingatmum

likethat?

Hiseyeswerefixedonme.Icouldevenfeel

themwhenIwastalkingtoourson.



Kana:it'snothingbabygirl.

Ora:Okay.

Wefinishedeatingandwhenwegothomethe

kidswenttoplayoutside.

Kana:whatisthebigdeal?

Me:Youaregoingonsome"familyvacation"

withyourexmistressandyouseenothing

wrongwiththat?

Kana:isthere?I'mdoingthisformydaughter.

Me:oh?Imightaswellgohavemythirdchild

withsomeoneelsesoItoo,cangoonafamily

vacation!

Hekeptquiet.

Kana:TshiamoI'mdoingthisforRorisang

Me:Rorisangistwo.Shedoesn't...nevermind.

Younotaskinganyway..goKananelo.Goonand

takeyoursecondfamilyonvacationbutifyou

thinkI'llstayhereandtolerateyourshitthen



youhaveanotherthingcoming.You'llfindme

gone

Kana:youcan'tdothat

Me:sayswho?

Kana:Tshiamo...

Me:GoKananelo

HesatonthecouchandIheardhimcallSeipati.

Kana:I'llcomeoverandseeher...yeah

somethingcameup...Wehavetocancelthe

trip...okay.

Icouldhearhervoicebutcouldn'tmakeout

whatshewassaying.

Kana:IhavetogoseeRori

Me:right.

Kana:I'llbebacklater.

Me:whatevermakesyouhappyKananelo

Kana:I'mtakingthekidswith



Me:Okay.

Ididn'tmindcozwhenevertheywentto

Seipati'sUlriwentwiththemandItrustedher

withmykidssoIwascertainnothingwasgoing

tohappenandifshewasn'tavailable,Ihad

Brendaoncall,anothertrustedone..she

couldn'tstandSeipaticozshehadalsodealt

withSidechicksbutshewaswiseenoughto

treatRoriwellcozhonestly,shedidn'tasktobe

born.IcalledBrendawhosaidshe'dbeatthe

housein10minutesandwhenshearrived,the

kidsrodewithherandnottheirfather.

Nombu:Girl!

Me:HeyNombu.

Nombu:Howareyou?

Me:Allgood..

Nombu:askme.

Igiggled



Me:howareyoufriend?

Nombu:Imokay.Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Imjustchillingathome.Alone

Nombu:goodcozI'matthegateopenup.

Ilaughedandopenedupforher.Shehad3

bottlesofwinewith.

Me:youknowI'vestoppeddrinkingwineright?

Nombu:Iknow.Youintococktailsnow.

Me:NoIlikecocktails.ButI'mnotanalcohol

fan

AfterIhadTumeloIwasn'tintowineanymore

oralcoholforthatmatter.Idrankoccasionally..

Onceinabluemoon.

Nombu:joinmeforwinetoday.

Me:Ihadabitofalcoholyesterday

Nombu:Itwasn'twithmethough.

Me:Okayfine.



Nombu:good

Shewasmorethanhappytoserve.

Nombu:Sobusinesswoman,whenarewegoing

onvacation?Asjustfriends.Nohusbandsno

kids.Justtheladies.We'vebeenwaitingforyou

totelluswhenyou'llbetakingleave.

Me:I'mthinkingnextmonth.

Nombu:mygoodnesswhy?

Me:Nombu,work'shectic.Youcangowithout

me

Nombu:INombulelo,wifeofSthembiso,must

gowithoutyou?Areyoulisteningtoyourself?

Ichuckled.

Me:I'msorry.

Nombu:We'llwait..besidesMoraisgoing

throughsomethingaswell.Idontknowwhat

Lebohangdidtoher.Youknowthesemen.



Me:Willshebefine?.

Nombu:Sheshouldbe..justrandomlycheckon

her..She'llappreciatethatIknow.

Me:Iwill.

OutofthethreeIhadonlytwoglassesand

Nombuhadquitealot..Ihadtodriveherhome

inhercarandtookanuberback.Arrivedthe

sametimeasthekidsandthehusband..I

thankedBrendaandlistenedasOraandTumelo

braggedtomeabouthowtheywentoutforice-

creamwithBrendaandRori,theyapparently

spentmostoftheirtimeatSouthGateplaying

games.Tumelohadevenwonateddy.I

listenedtilltheyweretiredthenwenttobed.

Me:Thatshouldmakeupforafamilyvacation!

Kana:We"llwaitforyouTshiamo

Hesaiditwithattitudeashetookhisclothes

offtogetreadyforbed..hetossedhisjeansand

Shirtaside,gotintobedandsaid"Goodnight".I



hadtogopickthemupsoIcouldputthemin

thelaundrybasket.

Me:I'mnotyourmaid.

IsaidasIwalkedtoourbathroomtoputthe

clothesinthebasket,somethinghitmybare

footasIwasabouttothrowthepantsin.My

heartfeltlikeitwasabouttostopthensuddenly

startedbeatingfastasIpickeditup...

Anemptycondomwrap.
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Itookitandputitnearhissidelamp.Iwantedit

tobethelastthinghewokeupto.Inthe

morning,Isatonthecouchacrosstheroom

andwatchedashewokeup,assoonashesaw

thewrapper,helookedformeandfoundme

staringrightathim.



Kana:Goodmorning

Me:Hi.

Kana:What'sthis?

Me:Alolipopwrapper

Kana:wait....Tshiamoyoudon'tthinkIusedthat

right?

Me:Really?

Kana:No!ThisisLebohang's

Me:YouGaynow?

Kana:No.Look...

Hepaused.

Kana:WhenthekidswenttoSouthgatewith

Brenda,IwenttomeetwithLeboatthegarage

nearlesediclinic,hetookMoratuatherecoz

shehadbeencomplainingaboutanabdominal

painandhehadn'trealizedthattherewasa

wrapperinhiscar..Weonlysawitwhen



MoratuaapproachedthecarandIquicklyhad

togetridofitforhim.

Me:youcamebackherewithanattitude.

Kana:Ihadanattitudeduetoyourtantrums.

Me:oh?

Kana:Look,IknowIwaswrongtoevensuggest

goingonvacationwiththeSeipatiandRorisang

Me:OkayKananelo.

Kana:Tshiamodon'tyoubelieveme?

Me:ShouldIKananelo?

Kana;Ididn'tcheatonyou!

Me:Okay.

Kana:Babyplease...okayCallLebothen.

Me:Wowreally?

Kana:Pleasebelieveme.

Igotupfromthecouchandwenttocheckon



mykids.TumelowasstillsleepingandOrawas

playinggamesonhertablet

Me:HeyBaby.

IsaidasIhuggedher

Ora:Hellomummy

Me:Yousleptokay?

Shenodded

Ora:Idid.

Me:Anydreams?

Ora:Nomummy.

Me:I'msorry.

Ora:Arewegoingtochurchtoday?

Me:Yesweare.Youknowyourgrandmother

wouldkillusifwedidn'tgo.

Ora:Yes!.

Oralovedchurch.Alwayswokeupbeforeuson



Sundays.MmePriscillaandGrandmanever

compromisedwhenitcametochurch.

Me:wakeyourbrother.

Ora:Okay.

SheleftherroomtowakeherbrotherandI

pickedheroutfit.Iwenttochooseonefor

Tumeloandranthemabath.

Me:Areyoucomingwithtochurch?

Kana:YesIam

Me:Okay.

Kana:Stillmad?

Me:IdontknowKana.

Kana:Tshia,Ididntcheat.

Me:Okaythen.

Igoteveryonereadyforchurch.Iwashappyto

seemyfamilythough.Mycrazysistersand

brother.



Tshepang:Youalwaysbusythough.

Me:We'llgotothespa.

Resego:Whenthough?

Tshepang:exactly!

Isighed.

Me:CanIpleasebegiventime?

Theylaughed.

Resego:Sorry.

Me:Thankyou.

Tshepang:Makeadatesoon.

Me:Rightokay.Howareyouguysdoing?

Dadhadboughtthemanapartment.Tshepang,

ResegoandLesedi.Itwasquitecutethough.

VeryniceImustsay.

Tshepang:Wedoingfine.

Me:Partying?



Resego:Youknowthat'spartofthelifestyle.

Ilaughed.

Me:Youknowyounotallowedto...

R&T:Fallpregnantyes!

Me:Good!

Myphonerang.

Me:excuseme.

Iquicklyansweredit.

Me:Babe?

Mora:Babe.Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Mora:I'mfine.Sundaygathering?

Me:Justtheladies?

Mora:Yes.

Me:Okaybabe.

Mora:14:00.



Me:okaylove.

Ihungup,chilledwiththefamilytill13:00andI

gotreadytogotoMora's.Kananelohad

decidedhe'dbabysit.

Me:What?

Mora:I'mtellingyou.

Amanda:Thenerve.

Mora:AndIsawit.Itwasunderthemat.WhenI

cameoutofmyappointmentwiththedoctor,

Kananelotriedtohideit.

Thembi:Didyouconfronthim?

Mora:YouknowIcan't

Me:Yousawacondomwrapperinhiscar.You

arehiswifesurelyyoucanconfronthim.

Katleho:exactly

Nombu:Idon'tneedLeboiseasytodealwith

Me:Noyouneedtofindaway.



Mora:I'mthisbecauseofhim.

Me:Thatdoesn'tgivehimarighttocheat!

Amanda:Easyforyoutosay.Youhave

somethingtofallbackon.

Me:Soareyouladiestellingmethatyoulet

thesemendowhatevercoztheyhavemoney?

Thembi:Wedriveluxuriouscars,liveinbeautiful

homes,wearexpensiveclothes,havecardsthat

havemoneyso...

Me:Guysno!

Katleho:YouforgaveKanathough.

Me:CozofmykidsnotcozIwastryingtokeep

thelifestyle.

Mora:Youaredifferent.

Me:Soyougoingtolethimwalkalloveryou?

Mora:yes

I.couldn'tsayathinganymoreandchangedthe



topic.WespokeaboutalotandIwassad,sad

cozIknewexactlyhowMorafeltandthateven

thoughshewitnessedthepainIwentthrough,

shewasgoingtoletitslide.AtleastIwas

bettercozIhaddishedoutmyangertoboththe

perpetratorandthetherapistbutshecouldn't.

WhenIgothome.thekidsweresleeping.Kana

waswatchingsoccerthough.

Me:HeyI'msorryIblamedyou.

Kana:Iunderstand.

Me:Really?

Henodded.

Me:Ineedtogotakeabath.

Kana:Okay.

Ididthenwentstraighttobed,thenextdaywas

workforthenextfewdaysitwasjusthecticso

hecticthatIevenforgotaboutanevent

Kananelohad.Iwasremindedbymycellphone



at15:30andhadtoleaveearlytogotothe

salon,getadressandafacebeat.Gotdelayed

cozofanaccidentonthefreewayandwhenI

gothome,Therewasnooneathome.Well

Mirriamwasgettingreadytoleave.

Me:Miriramwhere'severyone?

Mirriam:gone

Me:Already?

Mirriam:yesTshia.

Me:Whattimedoestheeventstart?

Mirriam:Ithinkithasstartedalready.18:30.It's

now19:00.

Me:ohcrap!

Iletmybodylandonthecouch.

Mirriam:MrTefosaidIshouldtell.younotto

worryaboutit.Healsoleftanoteunderthat

vase



Iwenttofindit.

"Yourememberwhatyouwanttoremember,it's

okay,Itookthekidswithanddon'tworryabout

yourseat,itwon'tbeempty"
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Iquicklygotupandgotready.DroveasfastasI

couldtogettotheeventandwalkedinasthe

MCcalledKanatothestage.Onlyhiskidswere

there.Rorisangincluded.Tumelowasinasuit

andhisdaughterswereinstunningprincess

dresses.Theylookedbeautiful.Ilistenedashe

gavehisspeechandweallapplaudedwhenhe

wasdone.Wethankedhiskidsforbeinghis

anchorandIwassurprisedtoevengeta

shoutout.

Tumelo:Tshiayoulookbeautiful.

Me;Thankyoubaby.Youlookhandsome.



Ora:Whyareyoulate?

Me:Trafficbaby.

Ora:I'msorry.

Me:itsokay.

Iwatchedastheirfatherwalkedtowardsme

andhuggedme.

Kana:Youlookbeautiful.

Me;Thankyou.SosorryI'mlate.

Kana:I'mactuallygladyouhere.

Me:Sowhowaswarmingupmyseat?

Kana:Thecameraguy.

Ismiled.

Kana:Iwastryingtogetyouhere

Me;Anditworked.Gotdelayed.Traffic.

Kana:Ithoughtyouforgot.

Me:Nonever.



Hecalledoneofthewaitersandgotmeadrink.

Kana:Let'smeetafew.

Me:Ohno.

Kana:Ohyes.Come.

Heleftthekidswithsome"Helen"ladyandhe

introducedmetohalfofthepeoplethere.I

didn'tevenlikegoingtobusinesseventswith

KanacozIdidn'tlikeparticipatingin

conversationsIhadnointerestin.Notinabad

way,althoughIworkedasanHRmanager,I

couldn'tstandbeingaroundbusinesspeople.5

minuteswasenough.Ithinkitwasprobablycoz

Ihadagreatpassionforengineering.I'drather

createthantalk.Stilldidn'tunderstandhowIfell

intothebusinesscategory.ButItwaswhatit

was.

Kana:areyouokay?

Me:Iam.I'mgoingtocheckonthekids.



Kana:Okay..

Ilefthimwithsomebusinessmenandwentto

findthekids.TumeloandRoriwereplaying

peacefully.Littlesiswasonhertabletplaying

gamesasusual.

Me:thankyou.I'lltakeover.

Helen:Itsapleasure.

IgaveherahugandjoinedOraonthecouch.

Me:MsTablet.

Ora:mummy?

Me:Younotplayingwithyourbrotherandsister?

Sheshookherhead

Ora:Theymakenoise.

Igiggled.

Me:Youwerelikethemwhenyouweretheir

age

Ora:Iwasn't



Me:youwere.

Ora:No.

Me:okaythen.Let'ssee.

IplayedonegameandpasseditbackcozI

suckedatit.Iendedupplayingwiththetwo

littleonesandwashappywhentheeventended.

RoriwassleepingoverandastiredasIwasI

hadtosubmittomyhusbandwhowasinthe

moodforlovemaking.Istruggledtoopenmy

eyeswhenthealarmwentoffbutIhadto.Igot

thekidsreadyforschoolanddecidedIwasn't

goingtowork.Iwasgoingtocallinsick.Idrove

themthereandwhenIwentbackhome,Kana

wasstillinhisPJs.

Me:Aren'tyougoingtowork?

Kana:toldthestafftohavealongweekend.I'll

seethemonMonday.Theyworkhard

Me:IwishIhadyouasmyboss



Kana:youcanjumpship.

Me:Never!

Kana:Youjustsaid...

Me:Ididn'tmeanit.

Helaughed.

Kana:thankswife

Me:soyougoingtowatchTVallday?

Heshookhishead

Kana:I'mgoingtofinishwhatIstartedlast

night.

Me:noyoucan't.Ourstaffwillbearrivingsoon.

Kana:weekendoffaswell..

Me:ThisisgoingtobealongFriday

Kana:youthink?

Hepulledmetowardshimandputmegentlyon

themat,gotmeoutoftheclothesIwasinand



hadmeholdingontothelegsofthecouch.I

wasinhell,Ididn'tevenunderstandwherehe

gothisenergyfromaftereverybreakwetook

hecamebackwithmoreenergy.Iwashappy

andsadwhenhefinallyletmego.

Me:Sothiswasyourplan?

Kana:no.Howdoyoufeel?

Me:Hot.

AsIgotofffromthebed.Wehadmovedyes.

Floortocouchtostudytableandfinallytothe

bed

Kana:comeback..

Me:No..I'mgoingtotakeashower

Kana:Babycomeback.

Me:no.

Iquicklylockedthebathroomdoorandtooka

bathinstead.Wentouttogetdressedandhe

wasinhisshorts.



Kana:Whereto?

Me:Nolo.

Kana:Giftinvitedusover.

Me:for?

Kana:dinner.Tonight.

Me:okaythat'snice.Ilikehisgirlfriend

Kana:She'sblonde..

Me:Youhavenorighttosaythatabout

someoneelse'sgirl.

Kana:Imustshyawayfromthetruth?

Me:Noonesaidthatbutputitinaniceway.

Kana:She'sdumb.

Ipunchedhim.

Kana:Giftdeservesasmartperson.Someone

likeNolo.

Igiggled



Me:Nolohasgivenuponlove.

Kana:That'sthesadpart.

Me:Unfortunately.I'llcancelher.Gobath.

Helaughed.

Kana:Yesma'am.

Me:Thankyou.

IwenttoNoloandtoldherthatIwouldn'tbe

coming.Wedidn'thavetofetchthekidsfrom

schoolcoztheyweregoingtoKana'smumfor

theweekend.Iwashappyaboutit..Ineededa

breakfromcookingoatsandmakingmelted

cheesesandwichesforOra.Wegotreadyfor

Gift'sdinnerandIwashappytoseehim.I

alwayshadfunconversationswithhim.

Katli:YouwanttotelluswhereNoxis?

Gift:Dumpedher.

Lindani:whyMfo?



Gift:Ididn'tfindherchallenging.

Kanalookedatmewiththat"Itoldyouso"face

andIignoredhim.

Sthe:willyouevermarry?

Gift:yes.

Fez:Youhavetwodaughtersfromdifferent

mothers.

Gift:Let'snotgothere.

Kana:Itstimeforyoutofindawife.

Bongani:Iagree.

Mora:Idon'tthinkweshouldrushhim.

Lebo:He'snotreallygettingyoungernowishe?

Sheignoredhim.

Nombu:takeyourtimeGift.

Gift:thankyouBuli.Enoughnow.Help

yourselvestodrinks.Foodwillbeservedsoon.



WedidandIpulledhimtotheside.

Me:youworryme.

Helaughed.

Gift:Why?

Me:Leboisright.YounotgettinganyyoungerG.

Gift:IknowT.

Me:So?

Gift:soeng?

Me:ShouldIregisteryouonsomedatingsites?

Helaughed

Gift:Ifyoudothat,Signupaswellandmake

sureyouandImakeaperfectmatchotherwise

don't

Ilaughedthenpausedasmyeyesfellbackon

hisseriousface.

Me:youkiddingright?



Gift:noI'mnot.Youarewiththewrongone

Tshia.
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Me:Okayno.

Gift:Listen

Me:No!

Gift:Tshiamo.

Me:WhatIsit?

Gift:Youarewiththewrongone.

Me:Andyouknowthisright?

Gift:Pleasetrustme

Me:Irefuseto.

Gift:Tshiamo,youknowI'vealwayshadathing

foryou?

Me:Didyounow?



Gift:FromtheveryfirsttimeIsetfootinyour

house.WhenIAskedwherethebathroomwas.

Me:Giftdon'tdothis.Ithoughtwejustpeople

whohavefunconversations.

Gift:Icaughtfeelings.

Me:I'mwithyourfriend.

Gift:Idon'tcare

Me:Giftstop.this.

Gift:no!

Me:Okay.

Iwalkedawayfromhimandwenttofind

Nombu.

Nombu;Areyoufine!

Me:Iam.

Nombu:Really?

Inodded.



Nombu:Youlookpissed.

Me:No.Notatall.

Nombu:Okay.Chicken?

Me:Please..

Iquicklygrabbedaplateandshedishedupfor

me

Me:NottoomuchNombu.

Nombu:Stillwatchingthefigure?

Me:Stilltryingtostayyummy.

Nombu:ohhaisuka!

Webothgiggledandwenttojointheothers.

Theguyswerediscussingbusinessandthe

wiveswerelistening.

Kana:So.youconsideringgoingintobusiness

withAJ?

Lindani:Yes.

"Badbusinessdecision"



Imumbled.

Sthe:Tshiawhatwasthat?

Me:Ohnothing.

Bongani:Somethingaboutabaddecision.

Linda:Goon.

Isighed.

Me:WellIdon'tthinkyou'dwanttobe

associatedwiththem.Theyjustlostour

businessdealafewdaysagocoztheycouldn't

deliver.Thishadahugeimpactfinanciallyand

onthebusiness'reputation.Imeanthey'vegot

greatideas,greatconcepts,implementingthem

anddeliveringseemstobeaproblemandalot

ofcompaniesarepullingoutsoconsiderthis

beforeyousinkwithaswell.

TheyexchangedlooksandIfelttheireyesfall

backonme.

Me:I'mjustsaying



TheyallsighedandFezfinallygothiseyesoff

thetablethehadinhishands.

Fez:wellshe'sright.Theyaresinking

Lindani:let'ssee

Hepassedittohim.Hiseyespoppedout.

Me:9%sharedrop.Shockingright?

Kana:Woah!What?

Lebo:HellnoMfo.Unlessifyouwanttoinvest.

Me:That'srisky

Bongani:howdidyoumissthisLindani?

Lindani:Ihavenoidea.

Me:I'llsendyoumyinvoice.

Theylaughed.

Lindani:ThanksTshia.

Me:noproblem.

Sthe:Wellhavingadifferentvoiceandopinion



onmattersisquiterefreshingImustsay.

Bongani;Itis

Imanagedtochangethetopicandspokeabout

somethingthataccommodatedusall.Ibumped

intoGiftinhishallwayandhepulledmetoone

oftherooms.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?Someonemighthear...

Gift:Noonewill.Relax.Thisroomhasnoears.

Me:whatareyoudoing?

Gift:Haveyouconsideredmyproposal?

Me:Youwantmetocheatonmyhusband?

Gift:Leavehim.

Me:No.

Gift:Whynot?

Me:CozIlovehimand....

Hepressedmeagainstthewallandkissedme.

Ipushedhimback.



Me:Stopthismadness

Gift:Why?

Hisfingerswerealreadyrunningundertheshort

dressIhadon.

Me:Giftstopit!

Gift:Makeme!

Iwassoonunderhimonthebed.Breathing

heavily.Hefeltsogood.Sosogood.Ihated

comparingbuthegavemegoosebumps.We

wereinthatroomforabout10minutesandI

wenttofreshenupinthebathroomwhilehe

wentbacktotheothers.Myheartstarted

beatingfastasIsawKananeloandsuddenlyI

feltguilty.

Me:Canwegohomenow?

Kana:Areyoufine?

Me:I'mnotfeelingwell.

Kana:What'swrong?



Me:IthinkI'mgettingaheadache.

Kana:Okay.

WesaidbyetothefriendsandIhadtohug

them.Giftincluded.MybloodboiledasI

huggedhimbutatthesametime,Iwantedto

beburiedunderhimandhisscentfilledmy

nose.

Me:Bye

Iwhispered

Gift:ByeT

IfoundmywaybacktoKananeloandweleft.

Whenwegothome,Iwentstraighttothe

bathroomtotakeabathandgotintobed.

Kana:Allowmeto...

Me:Babyplease.Youfeastedonmeenough

today.

Kana:Fairenough.



Me:Goodnight

Kana:Nightbaby.

Hekissedmyforeheadandwesnuggled.Ikept

myeyesclosedbutcouldn'tstopthinkingabout

whatIdid.Ikeptprayingaboutitinside.I

managedtopullawayfromKananeloandwent

totheotherroomtosleepthere.Theguiltwas

killingme.Ataround4am.Isnuckbackintobed.

Imanagedtosleep.andwokeupataround10.

KanawaswatchingTVinthelounge.

Kana:Wereyouthattired?

Me:Ididn'trealizeuntilnow..Goodmorning.

Kana:Morningbaby.

Me:Youokay?

Kana:I'mfine.Breakfastisintheoven.

Me:Youmadebreakfast.

Kana:Nope.Wentouttobuysomefood.



Me:Oh.Thankyouthough.

Kana:Itsapleasure.

Imademywaytothekitchen.

Me:ShouldIbringyousomething?

Kana:No.

Me:Yousure?

Kana:YesIam.

Me:Okay.Whatarewedoingtoday?

Kana:Ineedtogomeetupwithsomeone.

Me:Ohokay.

Kana:Youokaywiththat?

Inodded.

Me:YesIam.

AsIwaswarmingupmyfood,atextcame

through.

"Getaway?Privateorsecludedislandforaweek?



Getbacktome.Yours,GiftKunene"
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Iblacklistedhisnumberandwenttothelounge.

Kana'seyeswerefixedonhisphone..Helooked

pissed.

Me:What'swrong?

Kana:Nothing.

Me:Areyousure?

Kana:Don'tworryaboutit.

Me:Okay.

Kana:Youknowwhatyou'llbedoingtoday?

Me:Yes.I'llgoseeNolo.

Kana:and?

Me:That'sit.You?

Kana:I'mgoingtomeetupwithsomeguythen



goseeOraandthetworascalsatmum's.

Me:Okay.

Kana:Tshiaareyoufine?

Me:Yeswhy?

Kana:You'vebeenjumpysincelastnight.

Me:stillhavethatheadache.

Kana:Eatthentakeyourtabletsthen.

Me:Okay.

IdidasIwastoldandweleftaround12.He

wenthiswayandIwentmine.

Me:Gift!

Gift:Givemybellabreak!

Assoonasheopenedthedoor,Ipushedhim

insideandshutit.

Me:Whatiswrongwithyou!

Gift:Withme?



Me:getaway?Really?

Gift:Whynot?Youworktoohard.Whenlastdid

yougoonvacation?Doyouevenknowwhat

thatisanymore?

Hewasinsweatpants,whiteshirtandhad

slipperson.Maleslippers.

Me:I'msomeone'swife.

Gift:Really?

Me:Whathappenedyesterdaywasamistake.

Gift:SowhyareyouHere?

Me:Totellyoutostayawayfromme!

Gift:Wouldyoustayawayfromtheoneyoulove?

Me:Giftwhatdoyouwant?

Gift:You!

Me:Youcan'thaveme!I'mmarriedtoYour

friend.

Gift:Myfriendwhohasbeencheatingonyou



eversinceyouhadyourfirstchild.

Me:Weoverthat.Weworkedthroughthatand

itisnoneofyourbusiness.

Gift:Itis.

Me:Noit'snot.

Gift:DamnitTshiamoIfuckinloveyou!What

mustIdosoyoucangetthroughthatthick

skullofyours!YouthinkIlikeseeingyouhurt?

Seeingyouplayed?

Me:Giftstopthis.Kananeloisnotguiltyofwhat

youaccusinghimof.

Gift:Okay.GoonTshiamo.Shootmeforloving

you.Haveyouanyideahowamazingyouare?

Haveyou?

Me:Thiswasamistake.Onethatshouldnever

happenagain.I'veblockedYournumber.Don't

textorcallusinganotherone.

Gift:Tshiamo.



Me:Don'ttouchmeGift

Gift:Justgivemeachance.Please!

Me:Stayawayfromme.

Iwalkedoutofhishouse,gotintomycarand

drovetoseeNolo.

Nolo:Carryingtheworldonyourshoulders?

Isighed.

Me:Iam

Nolo:Wanttoshare?

Iwashesitant.Iwasn'treadyforher.

Me:It'snothingtoworryabout.

Nolo:Talk.

Me:Ididsomethingbadlastnight.

Nolo:What?

Me:Pleasedon'tjudge.

Nolo:Ican'tpromisethat.



Me:Noloplease.

Nolo:Okay.

Me:IsleptwithGift.

Nolo:What?

Itwasthebiggest"what"Ihadeverheard.

Nolo:whywouldyoudothat?

Me:Igaveintotemptation.

Nolo:Tshia!

Me:Nolo,Icanstillfeelhistouchonme.His

scent,Icanstillfeelhiminsideofme.

Nolo:Cuz?

Ipaidattentiontoher.

Nolo:Thisissowrong.

Me:Iknow.

Nolo:youaresleepingwithfriends.

Me:IknowthatBonolo!



Shewasfrustratingme.

Nolo:Don'tyoudare.Didyouevenprotect?

Me:No.

Nolo:Whatifyoupregnant?

Me:No.I'vebeentakingmyshots

Nolo:Thosethingsonceletyoudown..

Me:Theywerepills.Theshotwon't.

Nolo:okay.Ihopeso.STIs?

Myheartstoppedandstartedbeatingfast.

Me:Idon'tthinkGift...

Nolo:Really?

Me:I'llgotothedoctoronMonday..

Nolo:ForyoursakeIhopenot.

Me;Ihighlydoubtit..

Nolo:OkayTshiamo.Soyouwentanddidthe

samethingKananelodid?



Me:Nolodon'tmakemefeelworse...

Nolo:doyouTshiamo?

Me:Yes.

Nolo:IalwayswarnedyouaboutGift.

Me:AndItoldyouwejustintofun

conversations.

Nolo:Hecaughtfeelings.Itoldyouthiswould

happendidn'tI?

Ikeptquiet.

Nolo:Didn'tI?

Me:solutionswouldbenice..

Nolo:tellyourhusbandwhatyoudid.

Me:No!areyoucrazy?

Nolo:Soyouwanttolivewithguilt?

Me:Nolothiswouldkillhim..

Nolo:Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay.



Me:Ihavetogo.

Nolo:Really?

Me:Younothelpingme.

Nolo:HowshouldI?

Me:Bonolobye.

Nolo:ByeTshiamo.

Itookmybagandlefther.Idrovebackhome

andonthewayIgotacallfromKatli.

Katli:Tshia.

Me:Hey.

Katli:Don'tforgetaboutthatfundraisingevent

tonightokay?

Me:NoIdidn't.

Katli:Okayseeyousoon.

Me:Bye.

HerhusbandBonganiwashostingonofthose



fundraisingeventsforcharity.Ilikedtheideaso

much.Healwaysgaveback.Always.WhenIgot

home,Kanawasback,hewaschoosingan

outfitfortheevent.

Me:TheNavysuitwilldo.

Kana:Youthink?

Inodded.

Kana:Thankyou.Haveanoutfit?

Me:I'vegotquiteafewdressesIhaven'tworn

yet.

Kana:donttaketimebaby.

Me:Iwon't.

Iwenttofreshenupagainandgotready.My

hairtookmostofthetime,muchtoKana's

annoyancethenweheadedtothebooked

venuefortheevent.Itwaspacked.Itwasgoing

tobeasuccess.Kana'scompanyhaddonated

somefundsandafewotherthings.Someother



companieshadtoo.Mydivaslookedvery

beautifulintheirdresses.

Nombu:how'stheheadache?

Me:Gone.Luckily.

Nombu:Tshiarelax.

Me:Iamrelaxed.

Iwasn'tcozGiftwasintheroomtalkingto

somebusinesspeople.Hewasverychilled.The

cornerofmykeptlookingathim.Hemademe

souncomfortable.

Nombu:getanotherglassofchampagne

Me:that'snotabadidea.I'llbeback.

Iwenttothebartorequestsomethingstronger.

Somethingtonumbtheguilt.AsIwaswaiting

formydrinking,atextcamethrough.

"Undergroundparking,B7,No47,Youlook

beautifulbytheway,Gift"
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"Gotohell"Itextedback.

"YousentmetherelastnightnowIcan'tseem

toforgetit,I'mwaiting"hetexted.

Iblacklistedthenumberhehadusedand

switchedoffmyphone.IwentbacktoNombu.

Nombu:Champagnenotginandtonic.

Me:Ineedthis.

Nombu:Why?

Me:Let'sjustsayI'mhavingitrough.

Nombu:YouandKana?

Ishookmyhead.

Nombu:Then?

Me:I'drathernottalkaboutit.

Nombu:okaythen..Wheneveryouready.



Me:Thanksbabe..Ifeelhungry.

Nombu:Metoo.

WewenttograbtoeatandwhenIturnedGift

wasback.HewastalkingtosomeguybutI

couldfeelhiseyesonme..Isignalledthathe

shouldfollowmeoutandhedid.Wemadesure

noonesawus.

Gift:soyoublockedmyothernumber?

Me:Gift,pleasestopthis.

Gift:Irefusetoletyougo.

Me:Youmakemefeeluncomfortable.

Gift:youshouldn't.

Me:Ido.

Gift:Allowyourselftobewithme.

Me:I'mmarried.

Gift:areyouhappy?

Ikeptquiet.



Gift:Exactly!

Me:Pleasestoptextingme

Gift:Youknowwheretofindme

Me:YeahRight!

Iwalkedawayfromhimandwentbacktothe

conferenceroom.

Kana:Hellothere.

Ifelthishandonmywaist.

Me:Hey.

Kana;Wherehaveyoubeen?

Me:Wasoutside.

Kana:HaveyouseenGift?

Me:Yeah.Iwaswithhim.Hesaidhewantedto

getfreshair.

Kana:Okay..Wanttogohomenow?

Icouldtellwhathewantedtodo



Me:I'mstillhavingfun

Kana:Really?

Me:Yes.

Kana:Okaythen.

Me:LetmegobacktoNombu..Ikindoflefther

hanging.

Kana:Okay.

Igotanotherdrinkbeforegoingtoher.

Nombu:Andthen?

Me:I'msorry..Iwasfeelinghot.

Nombu:Soyoudon'tevensay.

Me:I'msorry.

Nombu:What'sitwithyouandstrongdrinks?

Nowwhiskey?

Me:Oh!

Nombu:Yes.



Me:Nombu.

Nombu:Tshia?

Me:LetMejustnumbwhatI'mfeelingokay?

Nombu:Itmustbeheavy.

Me:Itis.

Nombu:YouknowI'malwaysHereforyouokay?

Inodded.

Me:Thankyou.

IkeptdowningdrinksdownmythroatsoI

wouldn'thavetomakelovetomyhusband

whenwegothome.Ijustgotoutofmydress

andsleptwithjustmyunderwear.Thenext

morning,myheadwasheavy.Igrabbedmy

robeandwentdownforcoffeeafterbrushing

myteeth.

Kana:Tshiamo.

Me:Hey.



Kana:Come.Sit!

Isatdown.

Kana:Whatthehellwaswrongwithyoulast

night?

Me;Nothing.

Kana:youdranklikeafish!

Me:DidImisbehave?

Kana:Nobutyoudidn'tbehavelikeamotherof

three.

Me:Two!Anddon'ttalktomelikeI'm16

Kana:Youbehavedlikeyouwere.Downing

thosedrinkslikeyouatsometavern

Me:Okay.

Kana:Arentyougoingtoapologize?

Me:why?

Kana:Tshiamo.



Me:Imustapologizefordrinkingresponsibly?

Fornotcausinganyoneharm?Iwasntdancing

ontables.Screamingatanyone!

Kana:Youshouldhavebehavedlikeyourgirls

did.

Me:Don'tannoyMe.IwasasdrunkasMora

was.Shewasworse.What'sthebigdeal?

Kana:Ididn'tlikehowyoubehaved.

Me:Okay.I'msorrybabe.

Iwascalm.

Me:Iwon'tdoitagain.

Kana:thankyou.I'mdone.

IwenttogetacupofcoffeeandwassadthatI

wasn'tatchurch..Idecidedtocalldadthough

Me:Iknowyouwatchingasoccermatch.

Dad:Iwishbaby..theservicejustendedafew

minutesago.



Icheckedthetime..itwas12:30

Me:Oh!

Dad:Whattimedidyouwakeup?

Me:About20minutesago.

Dad:Tshiamo!

Me:Wehadalongnightdad..Iwasat

some.fundraisingevent.

Dad:Whenwillyoucomeandseeme?

Me:Tomorrowafterworkdad.

Dad:Okaydothat.

Me:Okaydad.

Dad:Loveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihungup.

Me:Babe?

Kana:Tshiamo?



Me:Sundaysession?

Kana:No..I'mgoingtomeetupwithsomeone

today.

Me:Who?

Kana:SomanyquestionsTshiamo?

Me:I'msorry..

Kana:I'llseeyoulater.

Hewasalreadydressed.

Kana:Mumsaidthekidswillbebacktomorrow.

Me:Okaynoproblem.

Kana:Don'twaitup.

Me:Areyouatleastgoingtoletmeknowwhere

yougoing?

Kana:Tshiamo,I'mgoingtomeetupwithanex

colleague

HesnappedAndIalmostspilledmycoffee.



Me:I'msorryforasking.

Kana:Yourinsecuritiesannoyme!

IwatchedasheleftandIwenttobath.Ilazed

aroundthewholedayandeventuallyslept..

WhenIwokeupataround22:00andKanawas

notback.Igotmyclothesreadyforthenextday,

wenttobathandslept.Wokeupinabighouse

aloneandgotreadyforwork.IleftearlierthanI

usuallyleftthehouse.OnthewayTowork,I

calledtheofficeandtoldJanetthatI'mnot

comingin.Iturnedthecararoundanddrove

back.

"Chill!"

Me:Openthedoor!

Hewasinsuitpantsandlookedlikehewas

fixinghistie.

Gift:T?

Me:Hi



Gift:whatareyoudoinghere?Iseverythingfine?

HeletmeinandIthrewmyhandbagonthe

couch.Kickedtheshoesoffmyfeet.

Gift:Tshiamo?

Me:youthebossright?Callinsick!
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Gift:Areyouserious?

Me:DoesitlooklikeI'mjoking?

Hereachedforhisphoneandcalledtheoffice.

Toldtheladyhewasspeakingto,tocancelall

hismeetings.Hethentookoffhiscufflinksand

madetwoholesonmystockingssohecould

ripthemup.Iunfastenedhisbeltandthrewit

onthefloor.Hissoftlipswereonmine.I

wantedtobeburiedunderhimforevercozhe

smelledsogood.



Gift:Where?

Me:anywhere.

Hepickedmeup,withhislipsstillonmineand

carriedmetohisbedroomwhenwegotthere,

hetookofftherestofmystockingandburied

hisheaddeepbetweenmylegs.Hekept

movinghistonguesincirclescausingmeto

screaminpleasure.

Gift:behave.

Myratewasfast.

Me:Giftpleasedon'tdo...Gift!

Ididn'tevenrealizewhenheenteredinsideof

mebutwestartedmovingtigetherbinrhythm.

Howhegotmenaked,Ihavenoideabutitwas

passionate.Icaughtmybreathasheletmego.

Iwasshiveringwhenhepulledthesheetsup.

Me:Thatwasgreat..

Gift:wasit?



Inodded.

Gift:Whatchanged?

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Gift:Youwantednothingtodowithmeon

Saturday.

Me:Idon'tknow.

Gift:Really?

Me:ImeanyoursexgameIsonpoint..

Gift:That'sallyouwantfromme?

Me:isitnotwhatyouwantfrommeaswell?

Hegotfromthebedandpassedmehisshirt.

HeWorehisshorts,passedmeonepairfrom

hisslippers.

Gift:Comewithme.

Igothisshirton,watchedashegotusbotha

bottleofwaterandledmetohispatio.Itwas

verysecluded.



Me:thisisnice.

Gift:Myfavoriteplaceinthehouse.Oneone

comeshereexceptme.

Me:whocleansit?

Gift:me

Me:Oh.

Wesatdown.

Gift:Tshiamo?

Ipaidattentiontohim.

Gift:Sleepingwithyouisabonus.Iwantthefull

package.Iwantyou.Ifellinlovewithyou.Your

intelligence,yourcare,yourlovingself.

Watchingyougetplayedwastheworstthing

ever

Me:Butwhynow?

Gift:Ithoughtitwouldfade.

Me:whydoyouthinkitdidn't?



Gift:CozyoutheoneIwant.

Me:5yearsGift?

Gift:Doesn'tmatterTshia.Theheartwants

whatitwants.

Me:Thisissowrong.

Gift:Butyouhere.

Me:Iknow.Thisisnotme..Idon'tcheat.

Gift:Younotcheating.Youwiththeoneyou

supposetobewith.

Ikeptquiet.

Gift:Whenlastwereyouhappy?Genuinely

happy?Thinkaboutit.

Idid.

Me:BeforeIfellpregnantwithOra.

Gift:andyoucallthatamarriage?Look,I'mnot

sayingI'mperfectbutmyboysarefuckingup.I

don'tevenunderstandwhytheyaremarriedif



theystillgongoaroundchasingskirts.Kana

messedupagoodthingwithyouandhestillis.

Iwon'tsitandwatchyougethurt.

Me:soyoudecidedtoprotectmefromhim?

Gift:Idon'twanthimtodamageabeautifulsoul

anyfurther.

Iplayedwiththeshirt.

Gift:I'llwaitifIhaveto.

Me:Giftyouserious?

Gift:TshiamoIloveyou.Getitthroughplease.I

careaboutyou.

Me:Thisiswrong.

Gift:Butitfeelsright.

Me:Ireallydon'tknow.

Gift:Bath?

Me:Sure

IfollowedhimtothebathroomandweTooka



bathtogether.Wemadeloveinit.Hotand

steamyplustheweatherwasonoursidecozit

wascloudy.Igotreadytogobackhomeat

around16:00.

Gift:Removemefromtheblacklist.

Me:Don'ttexttoomuch.

Gift:Okay.Comehere.

Ikissedhim

Me:Yousmellreallygood.

Gift:Iknow.Don'tforgettochooseaplace.

Me:Okay.

HewalkedmeoutandIleft.WhenIgothome,

Kananelowasgettingadrink.

Me:Hey.

Kana:Hey.

Hedidntlookmeintheeye.

Me:Yougood?



Kana:Iamyou?

Me:I'mfine.Howwaswork?

Kana:Ididn'tgoin.Howwasyourday?

Me:Itwasokay.Wherearethekids?

Kana:Notbackyet.

Me:Okay.

Imovedawayfromhim.

Kana:Tshiamo?

Me:babe?.

Kana:I'msorryIdidn'tcomebackhomelast

night.

Me:Okay.

Kana:Iwas...

Ishookmyhead

Me:Idon'twantmyinsecuritiestoannoyyou

anyfurther.



Kana:BabyIdidn'tmeanitthatway.

Me:Youdid.I'mnotgoingtoaskanymore.

Whateveryoufeellikedoingdoit.

HekeptquietandIwalkedawayfromhim.Ifelt

noguilt.Infact,Ifeltalive.Forthefirsttimein

ages!Iwenttochangeintoadressandwentto

startcooking.Iwasexcitedtoseemykids.

Tumiwasveryhappy.Iwastoo.Ilistenedas

theytoldmeabouttheirweekendandhow

excitingitwasandthentheywenttoplaywith

theirfather.Therestoftheeveningwasokay.

Me:There'sabusinessconferencethinggoing

onatworkthisweekend.

Iwasn'tlying.Therewas.Iwasn'tplanningon

goingthere.

Kana:OhIrememberyoutoldmeaboutit

Me:yes.It'sinMoz.

Kana:Soyouwanttogo?



Me:yeah.Itwouldbegoodforme..

Kana:Iagree.

Me:Youcoolwithit?.

Kana:Iam.

Me:Okaythanksbabe.

Kana:ButwhyIsitinMoz?

Me:Cozwe'vejustexpandedthatsideandits

doingverywellsowejusttryingto

accommodateeveryoneandbesidesIneedto

checkontheHRteamthatsidesinceI'mthe

headofallHRteams.Cpt,dbnandjhbnowMoz.

Kana:Okaybabe.

Me:Thanksgoodnight.

Ikissedhischeekandslept.Wenttoworkthe

nextdayandGiftandIstartedplanningourtrip

tosomeMalawianisland.Itwasbeautiful.

Honestly.OnThursdayevening,Dadcameto

fetchthekidsandonFriday,Igotreadyforthe



getaway.Wetravelledprivately.Hadsucha

beautifulweekendtogetherandonTuesday,we

allhadtogoforFez'sBirthdaydinner.Hehad

bookedinsomerestaurant.Iwasseatedin

betweenGiftandKananelo.

Me:Soyoudecidedtogoformushroomsauce?

Iaskedwhenthefoodarrived

Gift:theymakethebest.Tryitout

Me:Idon'tlikemushroom..

Gift:tryitT.

Igrabbedhisforkandtriedthemushroom

sauce.

Me:Verynice..

Gift:trynewthings.

Bongani:levelofcomfortabilitythereTandG.

Kananelowasblushngwithhisphonewhenmy

eyesfellonhim.



Gift:Wellwecan'tallbeuptightright?

Mora:true.

Kana:Wellitisinappropriatethough.

ConsideringthatsheIsmywife.

Gift:wellyounotexactlygivinghertheattention

thatsheneedsrightnow.Sosomeone'sgotfill

inyourshoessoshedoesn'tfeeloutofplace

right?
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Myheartstartedbeatingfast.

Fez:CalmdownGift.

Gift:I'mverycalm.

Hewas.

Bongani:Let'snotruinthisnight.

Kana:Okay.HadeFez.

Fez:Sho.



Giftclickedhistongueandpassedmehis

mushroomsauce.

Gift:Here.

Hesaidsmiling.

Me:ThanksG.

Gift:Don'tfinishitall.

Me:Iwon't.

WeluckilyhadapeacefulnightandWhenwe

gothome,IignoredKananelo.

Kana:Tshiamo.

Me:Hi.

Kana:Whatisit?

Me:With?

Kana:youandGift.Youguysaresuddenly

friends?

Me:No.Wejustlikemushroomsauce.



Kana:Why?I'vebeentellingyoutostopbeing

friendlytowardsGift.

Me:You'veneverhadaproblemwithusbeing

closetilltonight.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Why?Youscaredthathe'llspillthebeans?

Kana:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:YouthinkIdon'tknowthatyouhavingan

affair?Itswrittenalloveryourface.

Kana:I'mnotdoingthiswithyou.

Me:Why?Iwon'tbemadanymore.Icantake

thepainnow.I'veexperienceditbefore

remember?

Kana:goodnightTshiamo.

Ichuckled,tookmyPJsandwenttothe

guestroom,thenextmorningwasschoolforthe

kidsandworkforme



"Lunch?"

"WhereMrKunene?"

"Asimpleyesornowilldo"

IwastextingGift.

"Yes"

"I'llcomefetchyouat12:30"

"Okaythen"

Icontinuedworkingandatexactly12:30,he

wasoutside

Me:Hey.

Gift:Hellothere

Ikissedhim.

Me:Canwetalkaboutlastnight?

Gift:thisisthepartwhereIlistenandyoutalk?

Me:thisisthepartwherewegiveeachothera

platformtotalk



Gift:okay.

Me:Ithinkyouneedtocalmdown

Gift:Calmdown?

Me:youalmostlostityesterday

Gift:Doyoublameme?

Me:noIdon't

Gift:thenwhyarewetalkingaboutthis?

Me:Becauseweneedtothreadcarefully.

Gift:"we?"No.Youneedtothreadcarefullyand

Ialreadygaveyouasolutiontoallofthis

Me:Gift...

Gift:hedoesn'tloveyou

Me:Itsnoteasy

Gift:Itis.Trustme.

Ikeptquiet.

Gift:Wesuddenlymute?



Me:No.

Gift:Dowhatyouthinkisright.AllIknowis,I

can'tstandthewayhetreatsyou..

Me:Andareyouguysokay?

Gift:Tshiamo,Idon'tcareaboutKananelo

anymore.

Me:Youdon'tmeanthat

Gift:IhavewhatIneednexttome.I'mfine.

Me:Thiswillruinyourfriendship

Gift:itwon'tbethefirstfriendshiptogetruined..

Me:Wow..

Gift:Trustme.

Wefinallygottotheplace,itwasahilltypeof

date,picnicbaskets,blanketandnonalcoholic

drinks

Me:Nonalcoholic?

Gift:Yougoingbacktowork...



Me:WhatifIwasn'tplanningondoingthat?

Hegiggled

Me:Youveryhandsome.

Hehadabeautifulbonestructure,almond

shapedeyes,hissmilelituphisfaceandmyoh

mywashesnack!

Gift:andyouverybeautiful

Me:yeahright..

Gift:Believeit

Me:okay.Thankyou..

Gift:When'sthenexttrip?

Me:wehadonerecently...

Gift:OnetocelebratethecontractsI'vebeen

bagging..

Me:withmyhelp.

Gift:Thatgoeswithoutsaying



Me:soon..

Gift:Howsoonissoon?

Me:Soon.CozI'mpayingforthenexttrip

Gift:what?

Helookedamused.

Me:whatisit?

Gift:I'veneverbeentoldthisbefore..

Me:well,I'madifferentone

Gift:onewhohasworkeddaysinherlife

Me:Exactly.

Gift:WellIlookforwardtothatday

Me:Chooseaplace..

Gift:Iwill

Me:dothat

Gift:I'mstillresponsibleforthetransportright?

Me:Yessir.



Gift:OkayMa'am

Me:intwoweeksmaybe?

Gift:I'malwaysready.

Me:Oh?

Gift:number1ruleinlife:alwaysstayready.For

anythingthatis.

Igiggledandwehadafunlunch.Afterwork,I

wenttogetthekidsfromschoolandwewent

toseeNolo

Nolo:andthen?

Me:Dearcousin,I'mjustHeretodropoffyour

curlingironandI'moff.

Nolo:Explainyourglow.

Me:Let'sjustsayI'minaveryhappyplace.

Nolo;Withwho?

Me:Gift.

Nolo:Tshia!



Me:ohno!Don'tlecturemeplease.

Nolo:Thiswillnotendwell..

Me:willyourelax?

Nolo:Ican't!

Me:LikeIsaid,broughtyourcurlingiron,I'moff

Nolo:Tshia.

Me:ByeNolo.

Nolo:ByeTshiamo.

Iwenttokissherkidsandweleft.WhenIgot

home,Kananelowasinthelounge..Hiskids

wenttogreethimandranoffwhenUlricalled

themtothekitchen.

Me:Dumelang.

Kana:Tomeandwho?

Me:NtateTefoDumela.

Kana:That'sactuallyhowyousayit.



Me:pardonme.

Kana:Yougood?

Me:Iam.

Kana:Here.

Hepassedmeanenvelope.

Me:what'sthis?

Kana:Openit.

Idid.PrintedoutpicturesofthelunchdateIhad

withGiftearlieronintheday.

Kana:whatthefuckisthat!

Hesnapped..

Me:Calmdown.

Kana:Don'ttellmetocalmdown!Tshiamoyou

fuckinwhore!Yousleepingwith...

Me:Yes!YesIam!Andlifewithhimisway

betterthanitiswithyou!Iamsleepingwith

yourfriendyes!AndIlovehim!



Helookedatmewithdisgustandanger.

Me:Iwantadivorce!
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AfterIsaidthatstatement,Ifeltmycheekhot.I

hadgottenaslapfromhim,beforeIcouldeven

trytogetawayfromhim,mybackwasagainst

thewallandhiskneewaskickingrightintomy

stomach.Heletmedroponthefloorand

kickedmecontinouslyonmystomachandI

triedbyallmeanstoprotectmyfacefromhim.

Me:Kananelostop!

Imanagedtofinallysay.Hekickedmeonelast

timeandIflippedoverandalmostbumpedinto

thesidetablebutpreventedmyselffromit.

Kana:Getup!

Myfacewaswet.

Kana:Isaidgetup!



Me:Ora!

Imanagedtoscream!

Me:Tumi!

Kana:Youbetternot...

Theyraninbeforehecouldgettome.

Tumi:Tshia!What'swrong?

Ora:Mumareyouokay?Whathappened?

Tumi:Whydidyoudothistomymother?

Orawasstilltryingtogetmeup.Ifinally

managedtoandsatonthecouch.

Tumi:Kananelowhy?

Hedidn'tevensoundlikehewastwo.Hewas

eventryingtogetadeepvoice.

Me:OrapleasegetMewater.

Tumi:Kananelo!

Kana:ShutupTumelo.



Me:Don'ttalktomysonlikethat.

Iwasstilltryingtocatchmybreath.

Kana:Orwhatyouwhore!

Ora:Daddy!

Me:Gogetmeabottlebabyhurry.

Sherantothekitchen.

Tumi:I'mgoingtocallthepolice.

Me:No!Bringmyphonehere.

HepassedittomeroughlyAndIdialledmy

father.

Me:Nowdadplease.

Dad:Iseverythingfine?

Kana'seyeswerestillonme..heknewhe

couldn'tdoanythingwithhiskidsintheroom.

Me:no.

Dad:I'llbethereshortly.



Me:thanksdad.

Ihungup.

Kana;Whatareyouhopingtoachieve?

Me:I'mhopinghebeatsthelivingshitoutof

you!

Andhedid.Assoonashecamein,Tumelohad

alreadygivenhimthestoryanditwaswar.The

helpershadtobreakthemoff.

Dad:Mirriampleasepacktheirbags.

Shequicklynoddedandwefolloweddadoutto

thecar.Iwastryingtostaystrongbutmywaist

hurt.Myribcagefeltbrokenandmyfacewas

stillhotfromtheslap..OrahadtoldmethatI

wasturningintoaredmonsterwhenIlookedin

themirror.Wewentbacktomyhouseassoon

asMirriamfinishedpacking.

Grandma:Andnow?Mygoodness!

Mystepmotherwasalreadytryingtomakeme



feelbetter..icepacksandall.

Priscilla:Whatcausedthis?

Thekidswerewithdad.

Me:Iwasunfaithful,hefoundoutandwhenI

admittedthatI'mhavinganaffair,hebeatme

up.

Grandma:Youhavinganaffair?

Inodded.

Priscilla:Why?

Me:Iwasnothappywithhim

Grandma:Whycheat?

Me:ThoughtI'dstayforthekids.

Priscilla:doesn'tmakethisrightthough.Hehas

norighttodothistoyou.Hasheforgottenthat

hecheatedonyou?Hadachildbutnobodybeat

himup!

Myphonedisturbedus.



Me:canI?

Grandma:Wenotleavinganswer.

Ipickeditup.

Me:Hey.

Gift;Heyyougood?

Me:Kananelofoundout

Gift:how?

Me:Ithinkhehadusfollowed.

Gift:Wellthat'sbetterright?Thetruthisout.

Me:Hebeatmeup.

Gift:What!

Hewasgone.

Me:Gift!

Hehadhungup.4eyeswereonme.Straightup.

Grandma:TshiamoGift?GiftasinYour

husband'sfriend?



Me:KokoIlovehim..

Priscilla:Tshiamooutofallthemeninthe

worldyouchoseyourhusband'sfriend?

Me:CanIbeleftalone?

Grandma:Tshiamoyourmotherwouldbeso

disappointed.

Me:mymotherwouldbehappythatIchose

happinessovermiserylikeshedid.

Grandma:yourmumdidn'tdateyourdad's

friend.

Me:Idon'tfeelbadkokoandnothingyou'llsay

willchangethat..

Sheandmystepmumgotupandlefttheroom.

IkeptcallingGiftbuthisphonewasoff.I

lookedatmyfacewhichwasgettingbetter.The

rednesswasfading.Mykidscameinminutes

laterandtheybothlookedatme.

Ora:Atschooltheysaidmenshouldn'thit



womenandkids.Theysaidit'sabuse.

Tumelo:Idon'tlikedad.

Me:Heydon'tsaythat

Ora:Metoo.

Me:No.He'sstillyourdad.

Ora:arewegoingbacktothathouse?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:mumhasahouseinMolapo.Wegoingto

livewithAuntNolo.

Tumi:Yes!

Hewasexcitedcozhiscousinswerethere.

Me:isthatfineOra?

Shenodded.

Me:Areyousure?

Ora:whydon'tyouwanttogotothehospital?

Me:I'llbefine.Itooksomepills.



Ora:Okay

Tumi:areyouhungry?

Ishookmyheadanddadknocked,heaskedthe

kidstogiveussomespaceandaskedwhathad

happened.Iwashonestwithhim.

Dad:soyouhappierwithGift?

Inodded.

Dad:Kananeloisbroken..

Me:Dadhe'salsocheating..

Dad:Soyouthoughtyoushoulddothesame?

Me:NoItjusthappened.

Dad:YouandKananeloarehorribleparents.I'll

tellyouthat.Ifyoutwoweresounhappywhy

couldn'tyoujustpartwayspeacefully.Nowthe

kidshadtowitnessthat?

Me:IthoughtI'dstickaroundforthem.

Dad:Itdoesn'tworklikethatTshiamo.



Me:NowIknowdad.

Dad:whatnow?

Me:Divorce.

Dad:Mirriamcalled.

Me:Okay.

Dad:HesaidGiftcamearoundandafight

eruptedbetweenhimandKananelo.

Me:What?That'swhyhewasn'tansweringmy

calls.

Dad:he'sbeenarrested.
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IfeltlikeIwasspinning..

Me:Papawhat?

Dad:Gifthasbeenarrested.



Me:Canyoutakemethere?

Dad:Youhurt.

Me:Dadplease..

Dad:Youshouldbeconcernedaboutyour

husband.

Me:Dad,Idon'tcareabouthimanymore.

PleasejusttakemetoGift.

Dad:No.

Me:Dad!

Dad:Youwilldriveyourselfthere.

HeGotupandleft..IcalledMirriamandshetold

mewhichpolicestationhehadbeentakento

andIrequestedanubertothehouse.Ihadto

bestrong.

Kana:Andnow?

Me:Icametogetmycar.

Kana:Getitandleave.



Me:Dropthecharges

Kana:What?

Hewasn'tbadlybruised.Hehadanice-pack

thoughinhishand.

Me:Dropthecharges.

Kana:Areyoulisteningtoyourself?

Me:I'llopenacaseagainstyou.

Kana:areyoucrazy?Youcheatedwithmy

friend!

Me:doesn'tmatterwhatIdid,youhadnoright

toputyourhandsonme.

Kana:Tshiamogetout!

Me:DropthechargesorelseI'llruinyour

reputation.Youknowyouworkwithcompanies

thatareantiwomenabuse.I'llhaveyou

arrested.

Kana:Getout.



Me:Dropthecharges.

Iwalkeduptogetmycarkeys.Iwassurehe

wasn'tgoingtodoanythingtome.Imanaged

todrivemyselftothepolicestation.

Gift:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:areyoufine?

Gift:areyoufine?Youshouldn'tbehere.

Me:Iwasworriedaboutyou.

Gift:I'llbefine.

Me:noyouwont.

Gift:Didhehurtyou?

Me:I'llbefine.

Gift:Sohedidhurtyou.

Me:Let'sworryabout...

ItriedhidingthefactthatIwasinpain.

Gift:Youneedtogoseethedoctor.



Me:Let'sworryaboutyou.

Gift:I'llbeoutofthisplaceinlessthan24hours.

Trustmme

Me:Yousure?

Gift:Trustme.

Me:Okay.

Gift:I'llseeyouinthemorning.

Me:Okay.

Gift:gorest.

Me:Iwill.

Wespokeforabout5moreminutesthenIwent

home.Droveslowlytothehouse.WhenIgot

there,Itookabathandwenttosleep.Welltried

to.IwasworriedaboutGift.Iwasveryrelieved

whenIgotacallfromGiftthenextmorning.

Me:Hey.

Gift:Babe.



Me:youout?

Gift:Iam.

Me:How?

Gift:Apparentlyhedroppedthechargesaswe

werestillnegotiatingmyrelease.

Me:Negotiating?

Gift:Mylawyer

Me:Ohokay.

Gift:I'llcomeseeyoulaterokay?

Me:Okay.

Aweeklater,IhadmovedoutfromDad'sand

movedbacktomymother'shousewithNolo.

Dadhadtoldmetoleavehisgrandkidswithhim

whileIsortoutmymess.Mybodywashealing

andIhadn'tspokentoKananeloandIwasokay

withthat.Iwaswaitingforthedivorcepapers

tocomethrough.



Gift:Doyouwantsomething?

Me:something?

Gift:Tosnackonbaby.

Me:you.

Helaughed.

Gift:youhaven'tfullyrecoveredfromwhatthat...

Me:Don'tgothere.

Gift:Sorry.

Me:Itwasprobablyanger

Gift:Doesn'tgivehimtherighttohityou.

Me:Igetthat..Ijustwantthistobeoveryou

know.

Gift:Itwillbe.

Me:SoonIhope.

Gift:justrelax.

Me:Andyounotfeelingbadaboutthis?



Gift:No.

Me:Gift!

Gift:Feelaboutlovingyou?Iwouldnever!

Me:mmm

Gift:Trustme.

Me:Youcookingtonightright?

Gift:OnaFriday?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Nope.Howaboutwegoout?

Me:I'dlikethat.

Gift:Youchoose.

Me:Okay.

Gift:Anytimenow..

Me:I'mstillweighingmyoptions.

Hegiggled.

Gift:Youknowthatneverworkswithyouright?



Me:I'lljustdriveyoutowhateverplaceokay?

Gift:that'swhatIwasscaredwouldhappen.

Me:let'sJustgetreadyokay?

Gift:Okayma'am.

WewenttotakeaquickshowertogetherthenI

droveustooneofmyfavoriterestaurant.

Gift:Dotheyhaveanybeerhere?

Me:Yes..

Gift:Itlookslikeacocktailplace.

Me:HaveyouneverbeenHerebefore?

Gift:No.

Me:theyopenedthisplace3monthsago.

Gift:see?I'mfromtheghetto.

Me:Iknow.Chesa-nyamatypes..I'malsofrom

theghetto.Youknowthis.

Gift:thentakemetoRoadhouse.



Ilaughed.

Me:Theymakegoodfoodhere.

Gift:it'stoofancy

Me:Ithoughtyouusedtofancythings.

Gift:Iambuttheyannoyme.Anartistoncesaid

"moneyshouldmakeadifferencenotmakeyou

different"

Me:That'strue.

Gift:SoasallthiswealthI'veaccumulatedreally

meansnothingtome.

Me:Westilleatingherethough.

Helaughed

Gift:Wegoingtoroadhousetomorrow.

Me:Finethen.

Gift:AndIchoosefromnowon.

Me:Ohhellno!



Gift:ohhellyes!

Me:That'snotfair.

Gift:okayfine.We'llworksomethingout.

Me:Asweshould..

Gift:Deal?

Me:Done.

Weorderedfoodandwhenwehaddessert,the

squadwalkedintotherestaurant.Theysatat

thetableNexttoours.Kananelowaswiththem.

NombuandStheweren'tthere..Theywereon

vacation,IhadspokentohertwodaysafterGift

wasreleasedandshetoldmetowaitforherto

comeback.

Mora:Tshiamohowcouldyou!

Amanda:Yourhusband'sfriend?

Gift:How'sitanyofyourbusinesswives?

Mora:youaredisgusting.



Gift:youshouldfocusonyourownmarriage..do

somethingthatdoesn'tinvolvelookinglikedoll..

Lebo:Don'ttalktomywifelikethat..Youbroke

thebrocode.

Fez:exactly.Youcan'tbesleepingwithYour

friend'swife.

Gift:Fezile,infact,youallneedtoshutup.I

don'tevencarewhatyousay,youallneed

to.focusonyourselvesandyourlives.

Me:let'sjust...

Gift:Nobabyletmesaythis.

Ikeptquiet

Gift:Youlivedyourliveshowyou

wanted..cheatedonthesetrophiesyoucall

wivesandnotoncedidIjudgeyou.Soyou

knowwhatLeboandtherestofyou...fuckyour

brocodeandtohellwiththefriendships.
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Gift:let'sgo.

HetookmybagandIfollowedhim.Wesettled

thebillatthetillandweleft.Iwasspeechless.I

reallydidn'tknowwhattosay.Hedroveusto

hishouseandwhenwegotthere,hestared

deepintomyeyes.

Gift:Whatisit?

Me:Youreallydidthat?

Henodded.

Me:Yourfriendshipsareovercozofme?

Gift:Tshia,Iloveyou.Doyounotgetit?

Me:Idobutitwasn'tsupposetoescalatelike

this.

Gift:Itwasboundto.

Me:Noitwasn't.

Gift:Youmyfriendnow.That'sallIneed.



Me:Mm

Gift:whatisitnow?

Me:Nothing

Gift:Movie?

Me:WhattimeIsit?

Gift:21:17

Me:justone.

Gift:whyone?

Me:BecauseIwanttosleep.

Gift:BabyitsaFriday.

Me:Iknow.Iwanttowakeupearlyandwork

forabout2hours.

Gift:Catchingup?

Me:Ihaveto.

Gift:Okaywecandothat.

Me:Ichoose



Gift:Choosewhat?

Me:amovie.

Gift:No.

Me:Whynot?

Gift:youchosetherestaurant.I'mchoosingthe

movie.

Me:Ithadbetternotbehorror

Gift:No.Relax.

Hechoseamovie.Nottoobad.Enjoyedit.We

sleptataround23:30andat6,Iwasupworking.

Ataround9am,hewasup.

Gift:youlookverysexywiththoseon.

Me:really?

Gift:YesmsMonareng.

Ihadmyglasseson.

Me:Backtomyoldsurnamehuh?



Gift:Offended?

Me:No.

Gift:CanItalktoyou?

Me:babysoearly?

Gift:It'simportant

Iclosedmylaptopandtookoffmyglasses.He

passedmeacupofacoffeeandcametosit

nexttome.

Gift:Okay...

Me:I'mallears.

Gift:Whenyourdivorceisthroughandfinalized,

Iwanttomarryyou.

IquicklydownedthecoffeeIhadinmymouth.

Me:Gift?

Gift:I'mserious.

Me:Wehaven'tbeentogetherfor2months.



Gift:I'vebeenwaitingforyoufor5Years.

Me:Youreallywanttodothis?

Gift:T,Iloveyou.OfcourseIwanttodothis.

YouthoughtI'mdoingthisforfun?

Me:No,Ijustdidn'tthink...

Gift:I'dsettledown?

Me:especiallywithme.

Gift:Ireallyloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Gift:AndIsthata"yes?"

Igiggled.

Me:Itsamaybe.

Gift:youhurtingme.

Me:Ofcourseit'sa"yes"

Gift:thankyou.

Hesaidme.Hereachedforanelasticband



whichwasonthetableandwrappeditaround

myringfinger.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.

Me:Whatisthis?

Gift:engagementband.

Me:wellwhere'syours?

Gift:You'llhavetomakeaplan.

Me:me?

Gift:Yes

Me:okayI'lldothat

Gift:oneotherthing.

Me:okay?

Gift:Iwantyoutomeetmykids.

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:When?

Gift:Today.

Me:okay.



Gift:Isthatfine?

Me:Ithinkso.IhopeIwon'tbedealingwith

babymamadrama

Gift:No.Bothmybabymamasaremarried.

Me:Youdidsay.

Gift:Soyou'lldealwithnothingofthatsort.

Me:that'sgoodtohear.

Wemadebreakfasttogetherandataround

14:00,wewenttohismum'stomeethis

daughters.Thabisile(17)andNokthula(12).

TheywerebeautifulandverywelcomingImust

say.Sowashismother.Theymademefeelat

home,hewassuchadadaroundthembutyou

couldtellthathelovedhiskidsverymuch.They

weredaddy'sprincesses.Weleftataround

17:00,wenttoRoadhouse.

Me:Soyoureallyhaven'tforgottenaboutthis?

Gift:noIhaven't



Me:there'sjustsomethingthatIreallyhave

againstDobsonville.

Gift:maybecozit'stoobusy?

Me:Ithinkso.

Gift:butaren'tyouhavingfun?

Me:WellIam.

Gift:Welcometomysideoftheworldbaby.

Ilaughed.

Me:whyareyouactinglikeIdidn'tgrowupin

Soweto?IliveinMolapoGift.

Gift:AndIliveinDiepkloofTshia.Youforget

thatyoujustmovedfromClearviewestates?

Youprobablystillhunguponthat.

Me:NoI'mnot.

Gift:Yesyouare.

Me:Irefusetoarguewithyou.

Gift:fine.Moremeat?



Me:Yesplease.

Wehadagreattimethereandwenthomeat

around20:30.Weforgotaboutmyhealingbody

andmadelovetheentirenight.

Gift:gooddayma'am.

Islowlyopenedmyeyes.

Me:Hey.Whattimeisit?

Gift:12:30

Ijumpedup.

Me:Ineedtogoseethekids.Whydidn'tyou

wakeme?

Gift:Babe,youdidn'ttellme.

Me:oh.I'mgoingtohavetorushthereand

spendafewhourswiththem.

Gift:Ihopeyoucomingback.

Me:Howaboutyoumissmeforaday?

Gift:soyou'llonlycomehereonFridays?



Me:Yes.

Gift:Ineedtomarryyousoon.

Ilaughed.

Gift:twofortheroad?

Me:ohno.

Hepulledmebackandgentlymadelovetome

again.WetookabathtogetherandIheaded

hometoseethekids.Theywerewithmefor

about10minutesandhadtheirattentionback

ontheirnewtoys

Dad:what'sgoingonwithyou?

Me:Stillwaitingforthepapers.I'llgetthem

tomorrow.Hopefully.

Dad:whatyoudoingiswrongTshiamo.

Me:Itfeelsright.I'mataveryhappyplacedad.

Dad:Itisnotokay.Thisisyourhusband'sfriend.

Me:Exhusbanddad.Exhusband.Allowmeto



bemeplease.

Dad:Idon'tapproveofthis.

Me:wellit'snotyourcalltomakedad.I'm

happywithGiftandIlovehim.IfitmeansthatI

havetochoosebetweenyouandhimthenIam

definitelygoingtochoosehim
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Dad:Tshiamo!

Ifoldedmyarms.

Dad:Istillhavearighttoslapyou.Unfoldthose

arms.

Iquicklydid.

Dad:Thishadbetterbethelasttimeyou

addressmeinthatmanner..you'velostall

respectbecauseofaboy?

Me:He'snotaboy.



Dad:Leave..

Me:What?

Dad:getinthatcarandcomebackherewhen

youhavemanners.

Me:Dad....

Dad:Tshiamoleave.

Me:canItakemykidswith?

Dad:No.

Me:Dadtheyaremy...

Dad:Isaid"No"andItoldyoutoleave.

Islowlywenttothecaranddrovehome.

Me:Hey

Nolo:Hey.

Me:Yougood?

Iaskedtakingmyshoesoff

Nolo:I'mfine.Tshepangwashere.Lookingfor



you.

Me:whydidn'tshecall?

Nolo:Yourphone'soff

Me:Ohcrap.

Nolo:Niceweekend?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Nolo:Whatdoesthatmean?

Me:WebumpedintoKananeloandthesquad

onFriday..theyweresocoldtowardsus.

Nolo:Astheyshouldbe.

Me:Yeahfinewhatever..Butitdoesn'tgive

themtherighttojudgeus.

Nolo:Youdatingyourhusband'sfriend.

Me:So?

Nolo:Youdon'tseeanythingwrong?

Me:there'snothingwrongwithbeinginlove.



Nolo:butitmatterswhoitis.

Me:Noitdoesn't.

Nolo:Itdoes.

Me:I'mreallyNotinthemood.

Iswitchedmyphoneonandleftherthere.Ihad

alotofmissedcallsfromTshepangandGift

andcalledherbackfirst.

Tshepang:Sis.

Me:Child.

Tshepang:howareyou?

Me:I'mokay.Iheardyouwerehere.

Tshepang:Yes.Youweren'taround.

Me:yesbabe.I'llsendyoualunchinviteokay?

Tshepang:Okay.

Me:Good.Behaveokay?

Shelaughed.



Tshepang:Yessis

Me:Loveyou.

Tshepang:Iloveyoutoo.

Aftershehungup,IcalledGiftback.

Gift:Youareonedifficultwomantotrackdown.

Me:I'msorry.

Gift:Imissyou.

Me:really?

Gift:Iswear

Me:IthinkImightjustComebackthere.

Gift:Areyoufinebaby?

Me:no.

Gift:Whathappened?

Me:Isortofdisrespectedmydad.

Gift:Why?

Me:canwenotdiveintoit?



Gift:Didyouapologize?

Me:Hetoldmetoleave.

Gift:Jeezbabe.Gotalktohim.

Me:Hewon'tlisten.

Gift:Notnowobviously.Tomorrowafterwork.

Me:Okay.

Gift:IknowI'mpartofthefight.

Me:Yep.

Gift:Idon'twantyoudisrespectingyourfather

becauseofme.

Me:SpareMethelecturebabyplease.I'llgo.

Gift:Good..I'llcomeandseeyoulaterokay?

Me:Okay.

Gift:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihungupandnapped.WokeupwhenNolotold



methatGiftwasoutside.Iquicklywashedmy

face,brushedmyteethandwenttohim.He

lookedveryghetto.Denimshorts,converse

shoes,someplainshirtandhadabuckethatoj.

Gift:hey.

Me:Heybaby.

Hehuggedandkissedmyforehead.

Gift:Stilldepressed?

Me:Abit.

Gift:really?

Me:Yes.

Gift:WellIhaveyourfavoritealcoholwith.

Ilaughed

Me:Ithoughtyoudidn'tlikemedrinking

alcohol..

Gift:TwoGlassesofStrawberryDaiquiriwon't

hurt



Me:Howmanylitres?

Gift:3

Me:youjoiningme?

Gift:IhavemyHeinekenBeerswithme.

Me:I'llGogetmyglassandagrassmatokay?

Gift:Okay.

Iquicklywenttogetthosetwothingsandwe

chilledoutonthelawn.

Me:No.

Gift:yes.

Me:why?

Gift:cozIwantto.

Me:Youwantmetoputthathideousthingon

mybody?

Gift:it'sacuteoutfit.

Me:noit'snot



Gift:Itis.

Me:thenyouwearit.

Hegiggled.Wewerelookingatsomeoutfit.

Gift:thebackIscute.

Me:Let'sjustleavethisokay?

Gift:Okay

Me:Thankyou.

Gift:stillcute.

Me:Yeahright.Sohere'smyengagementwool.

ItookoutapieceofwoolthatIhadinmy

pocket.HeputhishandoutsoIcouldputiton.

Gift:Somanyknots?

Me:Yes.Soyoucan'tescape.

Gift:Idon'tplanondoingthat.

Me:Good.

Heleftprettylateandthenextday,Iwokeup



earlytocleanandWashmyclothes.Iwasgoing

backtoworkonWednesday.Doctor'sorders.

Yes.AfterGiftwasreleasedfromtheholding

cellhetookmetothedoctor.Justtobeonthe

safeside.

Nolo:Tshiamo!

Me:Hey.

Nolo:Loungeplease.

Me:Why?

Nolo:Mark'sHere.

Me:Okay.Coming

Iwenttothelounge.

Me:HeyMrLawyer.

Helaughed.

Mark:HowareyouTshia?

Me:I'mfine.YouQuiteearly..thoughtweagreed

on13:00.



Mark:didn'ttaketime..Hadearlyandshort

meetingsplusconsultants.

Me:Okay.Drink?

Mark:Allgood..

Me:Okay.

IsatdownandNologaveussomespace.

Me:so?Papers?Didyouservehim?

Mark:no..

Me:Why?

Mark:Becauseaccordingtothecourtsyouand

Kananeloaredivorced.

Me:What?

Mark:8monthsago.Hehasthedecreewith

him.
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IfeltlikeIhadwaxinmyears.Iwassuddenly

feelingveryhot..mybloodwasboiling.Ithought

Iwasspinning.

Me:Markwhatdidyoujustsay?

Mark:Accordingtothecourts,youand

Kananeloaredivorced.

Me:Markareyoulisteningtoyourself?

Mark:Yes.

Me:Hehasneverservedmewithanydivorce

papers.

Mark:Areyouserious?

Me:Yes

Mark:Haveyousignedanydocumentsfrom

himinthepast8months?

Me:No.Nothing.



Mark:Areyousure?

Me:Mark,Iwouldhaveremembered.

Mark:TshiaIreallydon'tknownow.Talktohim

firstthengetbacktome

Me:Okay.

Mark:Bye.

Iwasstillshocked.Iwasindisbelief.Iwalked

MarkoutthencalledNolo.

Nolo:Areyoufine?

Me:Kananelodivorcedmewithoutmyconsent.

Nolo:What?Isthatevenpossible?

Me:That'swhatI'maskingmyself.Ithinkhe

forgedmysignature.

Nolo:No.Hewouldn'tgothatfar.

Me:ThisisKananelowetalkingabout

Nolo:Tshiayoureallydontthinkhedidthisright?



Me:There'sonlyonewaytofindout.

Igrabbedmycarkeys.

Me:I'llbeback.

Nolo:becareful.

Me:Iwill.

IgotintothecarAndleft.Thereceptionist,

Vickywastheonewhowelcomedme.

Vicky:MrsTefo.

Me:Tshiamoplease.

Vicky:I'msorry.

Me:it'sallokay.IsKananeloin?

Vicky:HewenttoDurbanyesterday

Me:Oh.

Vicky:Youdidn'tknow?

Me:Noactually.

Vicky:sorry.



Me:Whenwillheback?

Vicky:Tomorrow.

Me:OkayThanksVicky.

Vicky:Pleasure

Me:haveagreatday

Vicky:Thankyou.

AssoonasIsteppedout,Igotacallfrom

Nombu.

Me:hi..

Nombu:Heyfriend.

Me:Howareyou?

Nombu:Imfine.Listenwelandedtwohours

ago.Latelunch?

Me:noproblem.Wecanmeetnow

Nombu:ourspot?

Me:Ourspot.



Nombu:Okaybyefriend.

Me:byebabe.

Ihungupanddrovetoourspot.Hadaglassof

waterwhileIwaitedforNombu.Shearrived15

minuteslaterandonlythendidweorderdrinks.

Nombu:youglowing.

Me:Really?

Nombu:Yesyouare.

Me:Thanksfriend.Howwasyourbaecation?

Shegiggled.

Nombu:Paradise.

Me:YouGogirl

Nombu:Ifeelrejuvenated.

Me:That'sgood.

Nombu:StheandIhavefinallyconnectedagain

youknow?Westartingonacleanslatenow.



Me:Ihopehedoesthingstherightwaynow.

Nombu:Hebelievehewill.

Shesaidblushing.

Me:lookatyou!

Nombu:I'mhappy!Enoughaboutme.

Me:Ohoh

Nombu:I'mlistening..

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:IloveGift

Nombu:justlikethat?

Me:Hetoldmehelovedmethedaywewentto

havedinnerathisplaceandwehadaquickie

Nombu:Yho!

Me:Iknowright?

Nombu:I'mnotsurprisedthough.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?



Nombu:Gifthasalwayslovedyou.

Me:Nombu?

Nombu:IpickedonitonmySiya'sbirthday

party

Me:Siya'sbirthdaywas5yearsago.WhenI

wasstillasalesconsultant.PregnantwithOra.

Nombu:Exactly.Ipickedonitagainwhenwe

hadmydinnerpartyayearago.Youtwowere

havingyourconversationsasalwaysbutitwas

inthewayhelookedatyouthatgaveitaway.I

askedhimandheconfessedthathelovedyou

fromtheveryfirstdayhesetfootinyourhouse

Me:Wow.

Nombu:Tshia,I'mnotgoingtojudgeyoucozI

don'twanttobejudgedeither.I'vealwayshad

myshareofmistakes.IfGiftmakesyouhappy

thensobeit

Me:Reallyfriend?



Shenodded.Iwashappytohearthat.Itmeant

alottome.Shewasmyonlyrealfriendinthe

squadandIadoredher.

Me:Iwasworriedyou'dshoutatme.

Nombu:Wellyouhavebeenveryhappyinthe

pastfewweeks.

Me:Ihavebeen.He'samazing!

Nombu:Nowlookatyou!Youlooksohappy..

Me:Iam.

Nombu:sowhatnow?

Me:WellIwasgoingtodivorcehim.

Nombu:Was?

Me:Accordingtothecourtswedivorced.8

monthsago.

Nombu:What!?

Me:Yep.

Nombu:AreyouseriousTshia?



Me:very

Nombu:Whatthehell?

Me:AndIknewnothingaboutit.

Nombu:Mygoodness!Whatdidyoumarry?

Me:Thedevilhimselfitseems.

Nombu:Wow!

Me:Iknowright?

Nombu:I'msorry

Me:Itsokay.

Nombu:Wow!

Shewasstillshocked.Itoldherthatweshould

changethetopicandweorderedfood.Afterwe

parted,Idecidedtogohome.Toseethekids

andtoapologizetodadcozIfeltreallybad.

Tumelo:yousleepinghereTshia?

Me:No.



Ora:Why?

Me:Ididn'tbringanyclothes.I'llsleephere

tomorrow.

Tumelo:Okay.

Me:where'sGrandpa?

Ora:inthehouse.

Me:I'llbebackokay?

Tumelo:Hurry

Iwenttospeaktomyfatherandapologized.

Dad:areyoureallysureaboutthis?

Me:Iamdad.Pleaseletmehaveit.

Dad:YoureallycareforthisGiftboydon'tyou?

Inodded

Dad:I'lljusthavetowaitandseefirstbabygirl.

Me:Thanksdad

Dad:Okaythen.



Spenttwomorehourswiththemthenwent

home,thenextday,ataround15:00,Iwentto

thehousetofindKananelo.

Kana:Ithoughtyoupackedallyourshit.

Me:Iforgotthedecree.

Hekeptquiet

Me:Youareonebastarddoyouknow!You

divorcedmewithoutmyconsent?

Hehadasmug.

Kana:Yeahso?

Me:Youdon'tseeanythingwrongwiththat?

Kana:No.Iwasn'tfeelingyou,this,usanymore.

Idecidedtoforgeyoursignatureanddivorce

you.IonlystayedcozIcouldseeyouwere

willingtomakeusworkandIstayedforthe

kids.

Me:Wow.



Kana:Yougetcustodyofthekids.Ididnttake

thatawayfromyou.Now,pleaseleave.I'vegot

adatewithmywife.Themotherofmy

daughters,RorisangandAtlehang
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Me:Kananeloareyoulisteningtoyourself?

Kana:IunderstandeverywordI'msaying.

Me:whothehellisAtlehang?

Kana:Myunborndaughter.

Me:what!

Kana:she'sduein5months.

Me:Kananelo!

Kana:it'slife.

Me:wow!

Ididn'tknowwhethertofeelbetrayed,hurtor

happy.



Me:gotohell.

Kana:Iwasthere.Withyou.

Ipushedhimoutofthewayanddrovehome.I

lockedmyselfinthebedroomandjuststared

intoSpace,Ithoughtofeverythingthathad

happened,everythingIhaddiscovered.Ionly

realizedthatmycheekswerewetwhenmy

phonerang.

Me:Hey.

Gift:Heybaby.

Me:HeyGift.

Gift:ouch!

Me:howareyou?

Gift:Areyoufine?

Me:I'mokay.

Gift:Youdon'tsoundokay.

Me:Howwasyourday?



Gift:I'monmyway.

HehungupandIcontinuedstaringintospace.

About30or25minuteslater,therewasaknock.

Gift:Babe?

Iwenttogetit.

Gift:Hey.Whatisit?

Me:Didyouknow?

Gift:Knowwhat?

Me:thatyourfrienddivorcedmewithoutmy

consent.

Gift:what!

Me:Hedid.

Gift:Whatkindofamandoesthat?

Me:Youdidn'tknow?

Gift:Iwouldhavetoldyou.

Me:AndaboutSeipati?



Gift:whatabouther?

Me:didyouknowshe'spregnant.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:NtandoGiftKunene!

Gift:Calmdown.

Me:Youknew?

Gift:Ifoundoutafteroursecretvacation.

Me:Andyoudidn'ttellme?

Gift:Ijustsawthemhavinglunch.

Me:Youdidn'tfeelitwasimportanttotellme?

Gift:itwasn'tmyplaceto.

Me:Butyoushouldhave

Heshookhishead.

Gift:NotmybusinessTshia.

Hewasright..itwasn'thisplacetotellme.

Me:I'msorry!



Gift:whatnow?Didyouseethedecree?

Me:No.AllIknowis,Igetthekids.

Gift:That'sallyouneed.

Me:that'strue.Ifeelstupidthough.

Gift:Don't.

Me:Really?

Gift:Yes.

Itookadeepbreath.

Gift:That'sit.

Me:CanIbewithyoutonight?

Gift:Whyareyouasking?

Igiggled.

Me:Idon'tknow.

Gift:Youmyfiancée.

Me:ohyes.IthoughtIwastheside

Gift:Youthestarter,themain,thedessert.



Me:Listentoyou.

Webothgiggled.

Gift:takeyourtime.

IstartedpackingwhileIlistenedtohim

shoutingatsomeoneforincompetence...

hewasverydifferentwhenitcametowork

stuff.

Gift:Dowhatyougetpaidfor.

Hehungup!

Me:Calmdown.

Gift:I'mcalm.

Me:Noyounot

Gift:Ihateincompetentpeople

Me:Hate?

Gift:Ican'tdealwiththem

Me:Unfortunatelyyouwill



Gift:butitsnothingIcanthandle.

Me:youhavenochoice.

Gift:verytrue.Done?

Me;Yessir.Let'sgo.

2weekslater,Iwasoverwhathadhappened,

withGift'shelpofcourse.IhaddecidedIwasn't

goingtostressoverRubbish.Iwasn'tgoingto

stressoveragrownman..Dadhadgivenmemy

kidsback..Iwascomplete.TumeloandGift

weretoothandnail.HeandOragotalongtoo

andIlovedhavingThankandNokuthulaaround.

Hisdaughterswerebeautifulsouls.Gift's

uncleshadwrittenalettertothefamilyanddad

wascomingaround..helikedhim.

Gift:Ma'am?

Me:Sir?

Gift:Whenarewegoinghousehunting?

Me:Ithinkwecanextendthisone.



Gift:thisone?

Me:yes..Thishouseisbeautiful.

Gift:Ithoughtyoudidn'tlikeit..yousaidit'stoo

"Guyish"

Me:itisyes.I'lljustgetaninteriordesigner.

Gift:Soyoureallycomfortable?

Me:Yes..Justwanttoextendthekitchenand

thelounge.Ithasenoughbedrooms..besides,

youlovelivinghere.

Gift:that'strue.

Me:ItisNtando.

Gift:pleasestopusingthatname.

Me:Youdon'tlikeyourgovernmentname

Ntando?

Helaughed.

Gift:what'swrongwithyou?

Me:NothingNtando.



Gift:Youknowwhat!I'mgoingtofindTumelo

andOra.

Me:Theyareoutside.

Gift:andthatisexactlywhereI'mgoing.

Me:Havefun.

Gift:Atleasttheydon'tusemygovernment

name.

Me:Yeahright.Asif"Gift"isn't.

Gift:No..weonlyconsiderthefirstasthe

governmentname.Bye.

Me:Byebaby.

Hekissedmeand3minuteslater,therewere

joyfulscreamsandlaughteroutside.Orahad

askedmeaboutherfatherandwehadtried

callinghimbuthadnoluck.Iwenttothe

kitchentostartpreparingthemhotdogs.Igota

callfromNombuafterItakingthefoodoutside.

Me:babe.



Nombu:Heybabenotgoingtobelong.

Me:Listening

Nombu:Dinnertomorrowatmyplaceokay?

Witheveryone.

Me:I'lltalktoGiftfirst.

Nombu:Dothat.

Me:Okay..Iwill.

Nombu:bye.

IhungupanddialledKananeloagain.Hefinally

answered.

Kana:Tshiamo.

Me:Kananelo.

Kana:CanIhelpyou?

Me:Orahasbeenaskingaboutyou.

Kana:Oh.

Me:younotwillingtoseeyourkids?



Kana:Dependswheremykidsare.

Me:Ithoughtdadtoldyouthatifyouwantto

seeyourkidsyouwelcometogotohishouse

sinceyousaidyounotwillingtocometomine

orGift's.

Kana:That'swhatIsaid.

Me:Youhaven'tseenthemsincewemoved

out..Youdon'tevencallthem

Kana:Tshiamo,don'tannoyme.Getstraightto

thepoint.

Me:Beafather!Yourkidsmissyou.

Kana:TellthemI'llseethemwhenI'mfree..I'm

stillbusy..

Me:Kananelo...

Kana:onelastthing,don'tcallmypersonal

phone.CallVickyifyouwanttotalktome.
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HehungupbeforeIcouldsayanotherword.I

won'tlieandsayIwasn'thurtcozthatcut

deeperthanaknife.ItcutreallydeepcozIknew

helovedhiskids.IknewKananelowouldgoto

waranddieforhiskids.Ididn'tthinkthebad

bloodwehadwouldturnhimagainsthisown

DNA.IquicklyswallowedthelumpIhadinmy

throatassoonasGiftwalkedinwiththelittle

ones.

Gift:I'llbewithyoutwonowokay?

Ora:okay.

Gift:GowatchTV.

TheyracedtotheloungeandIshiftedmyeyes

fromhim.

Gift:T?

Me:Hi

Gift:Whatisit?



Me:Nothing.

Gift:Tshiamo

Hesatdown.

Gift:DidIdosomethingwrong?

Ishookmyhead.

Gift:Thenwhydoyoulooksodown?

Me:There'ssomethingwrongwithKananelo.I

calledhimtellinghimthathiskidswanttosee

himandhesaidhedoesn'thavetime.ThatI

couldcallVickyfromnowonandnothis

personalphone.

Hechuckled.

Gift:Kananeloneedstogrowup.

Ifixedmyeyesonhim.

Gift:youcan'tforceagrownmantogrowup.

Hehasbruisedegosproblems.Hecan'tget

overthefactthatyoudidwhathewasdoingto



you.Bearinmindthathehurtyoudeepercoz

hedivorcedyouwithoutyourconsent.Thisis

whatI'msaying,Wemenhaveaproblem...

Hefixedhischairandtookadeepbreath.

Gift:He'smorehurtthanyouare.Andhimbeing

hurthadturnedhimagainsthiskids.He'snot

thefirstmantodothis.Notthelast.That'swhy

youfindmanykidswritingtoshowstohelp

themfindtheirfathersbecausetheyhave

bruisedegosandwhentheyleavetheydon't

careabouttheirkids.He'snotthinkingstraight.

Probablywon'tforthenext10years.Thekids

areyoursandareareminderofwhatyoudidto

him

Me:Butheshouldn'tturnhisbackagainstthem.

Gift:Truebuthehas.FocusonraisingOratilwe

andTumelo.Stopworryingabouttheirfather.If

hewasarealdad,he'dknowthatwhatever

happenedbetweenyouandhimhasnothingto



dowiththekids.

Inodded.

Gift:stopstressing..

Me:WhatdoItelltheminthemeantime?

Gift:Tellthemtheirfatherisstillbusyandthat

he'llcomeassoonashe'sdone.

Me:Orawon'tbuythat.

Gift:Youjustneedtomakeitworkbaby

Me:Iguessso.

Gift:Nowcheerup!WegoingtowatchAlvinand

thechipmunks.Yougoingus?

Me:Again?

Gift:Yes

Me:We'vewatchedthat20timesalready

Gift:Comeon.Benice..

Ilaughed.



Me:I'llbringussnacks

Gift:Okay.

HewenttojointhetwoandIgotussnacks.

Ora:WhenwillNokuthulacome?

Me:Nokuthulawentawayonaschooltripfor

theweekend.

Tumelo:AndThabi?

Me:She'llbeherelater.Shewenttoschool.

Ora:it'sFriday

Me:Yesitis.

Tumelo:PleasecallherTshia.

Me:Okay.

IdialledThabiandputheronloudspeaker.

Thabsi:Moms

Shecalledmethat.Shewasarespectfullittle

one.SowasNokuthula.TumeloandOracalled



Gift"pops".IntheirmindsthatwasGift'sname

cozbothThabiandNokucalledhim"pops".

Me:Areyousafe?

Thabsi:yesIam.I'maroundthecorner.I'llbe

therein4minutes.

Me:Okaybaby..

Thabsi:Okaymoms.Seeyounow..

Webothhungup.

Me:She'llbeherenow.

HeandOralookedateachotherandsmiled..

TheyalwayshadfunwhenThabsiand

Nokuthulawerearound.Always.After5

minutesThabsiwashomeanditwasasifwe

hadneverchilledwithOraandTumelo.She

quicklygotoutofheruniformandtookthem

outsidetoplaywiththem.

Gift:Sowedon'texist?

Me:Nope.



Gift:Ouch

Me:we'llgetusedtoit.

Gift:justLikethat?

Me:Yes.Nombucalled

Gift:Whatnow?

Me:Sheinvitedusfordinner.

Gift:Why?

Me:Shejustwantedustolinkup.

Gift:Why?

Me:Foroldtimesake.

Gift:Youcango.

Me:Withyou.

Gift:Youdon'texpectmetopretendlike

everythingisokayright?

Me:ButIthoughtyouandSthearecool.

Gift:Weare



Me:So?

Gift:OkayWe'llgo.Butdon'texpectmetobe

Nice

Igiggled

Me:okay.

Gift:Good.Nombumuststopthesedinner

things.

Me:youknowshe'sthepeacemakerthough.

Shealsosentatextafterthecall.Onlysawit

now.

Gift:Saying?

Me:withthekids.

Gift:Soit'sadinnerplusplaydate?

Me:Yes

Gift:Okayevenbetter.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Gift:ItmeansI'llplaywiththekidsiftheadults



annoyme..

Me:BabeWhatisit?

Gift:twofacedpeopleannoyme.I'monlygoing

therecozit'sNombuandshe'stheonlyone

withalotofsense

Ismiled

Me:Andshe'smybestfriend.

Gift:Thattoo.

Me:Thankyou.

Gift:Pleasure.Dinnerdate?

Me:Withthekids?

Gift:Yes

Me:IthinkPizzawilldo.

Gift:Okay

Hecalledtheminsowecoulddiscussflavors

andThabsicalledintoplaceanorder.Wehada

funnightandthenextday,wentoutfor



breakfast,caughta12pmmovieandlater,went

toNombu's.Thabsidecidedtostaybehind..I

wouldtooifIwasherage.Beingsurroundedby

kidsandadults..beingtheonlyteenwouldhave

beendepressing..Herfatherleftheralonglist

ofinstructions.Giftthough!Andpromisedto

hangherupsidedownIfshedidn'tabideby

them.

Nombu:hellofriend.

Me:heybabe

Nombu:HeyGift.

Gift:HeyNombu.Beerplease.

Nombu:Overthere.

Gift:thankyou.

Nombu:pleasure.

Hewenttotakehisbeerandweallturned

headswhenKananelowalkedinwithhis

pregnant"wife"andkid.Handinhand.



Ora:Dad!

Sherantohimandonlygotahalfhug.Tumelo

wasnothavingit.Hewashappilyplayingwith

theotherkids.AlloureyeswereonKana.

Ora:whydidntansweryourphone?

Kana:Iwasbusy.

Ora:let'sgoplayoutside.

Kana:Nottodaybaby.Okay?Gojointheother

kids.

Hewasgentlypushingherawayfromhim.

Ora:ComeRori.

Shesaidtouchingherhalfsister'shandand

Seipatipulledheraway.Icouldseethehurton

Ora'sface.Kanawasn'tlookingatheranymore.

Me:Babycome.

Ora:Okaymum.

Shecamebacktome.



Gift:Nombuthanksfortheinviteokay?

Sthe:youleavingalreadymfethu?

Gift:Ican'tletmyfamilybearoundvenom.

Grownmenneedtoactgrown!
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Tumelo:Whydidyoupushmysisteraway?

HewasaddressingSeipatiandIwasn'teven

awarethathehadseenthat.

Me:Babykeepquiet.

Tumelo:whyTshia?

Gift:Tumzacome.Ratilet'sgo.Youstaying

behind?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:I'llcallyou.

Nombu:Okaygirl.



Ihuggedher,tookmydaughter'shandandwe

left.Wewereallsilentforabout10minutes

thenTumelospokeup.

Tumelo;WhydidRori'smumpushOraaway

fromKananelo?

Me:Itwasamistake.

Tumelo:No.

Me:Yes.

Tumelo;Babynoplease

Orawasstaringoutthewindow.Icouldtellshe

washurt,Ijustdidn'tknowwhatshewas

thinking.

Gift:Rati?

Ora:Pops?

Gift:AreYoufine?

Ora:I'mfine.

Gift:Really?



Ora:Yes.

Gift:ice-cream?

Theybothsaid"yes"andheturnedthecar.

Nothinglikeice-creamandmilkshakesto

sootheaheartache..MykidsandIwerethe

loudestintherestuarant.

Tumelo:"weoutherepoppininpinnese"

Me:no!

Ora:"weoutheredrippinginfinesse"

Me:That'sit."Itdon'tmakenosense"

Tumelo:"youknowit,youknowit"

Wealllaughed.Helikedmessingsongsupbut

weallenjoyedit.

Gift:Thinkitsbetter?

Hewhisperedinmyear.

Me:Waybetter.

Gift;That'sgood.



Me:Lastroundthenwegoinghomeokay?I

choose.

Ora:Okay.

Me:Bubblegum?

Ora&Tumi:Yes!

Wecalledthewaitresstoordermore

milkshakesandwhenwegothome,theywere

bothsleeping.CarriedthemandfoundThabsi

alsosleeping.Wetiptoedtothebedroom.

Gift:Areyoufine?

Me:IthinkIam.

Gift:Babydon'tlietome

Me:Seeingthathappenhurtme.

Gift:CanIaskyouforafavor?

Me:Ithinkso.

Gift:Stopexposingthosekidstovenom..

Me:whatdoyoumean?



Gift:Iwasagainstthiswholedinneridea.

Me:Giftareyoublamingmeforallofthis?

Gift:Tshiamo,Iam.Apartofyouknew

Kananelowouldbetherewithhisgirlfriend,that

callshouldhavebeenahint.Ifyoucan'tprotect

thesekidsfromtheworldthenIwill.Theyare

waytooyoungtoodealwithrejection.

Hewasshoutingatme.

Gift:AndIknowI'mpartoftheproblembutlet

meatleastprotectthemfromthemonstertheir

fatherhasbecome.

Me:pleasestopshouting.

Gift:Domethatfavor.

Me:OkayGift.

Gift:Thankyou.

Iwenttotakeashowerandsleptwhilehewas

busywithsomework.Thenextmorning,Ihad

tomakesureeveryonewasreadyforchurch.A



greatserviceandwewenthomeforlunchcoz

dadwantedusthere.

Resego:Sowhen'sthewedding?

Me:Whatwedding?

Tshepang:YouandAbhut'Gift'swedding.

Me:thenegotiationsareonlynextweek.

Resego:doyouhaveanoutfit?

Me:No.

Resego:Why?

Me:CozI'vedonethisbefore.

Tshepang:Canwegetoutfits?

Me:Yes.

Resego:Ohgreat!SoIwasthinkingwecould

getthosetraditionaldresseswesaw...

Shewasn'ttalkingtomeanymore.Shewas

talkingtoTshepang.Imovedfromthemand

wenttotalktoDad'swife.Giftwaswithdadand



Lesedi.

Priscilla:Areyouokay?

Me:Iamma.

Priscilla:Really?

Me:Iam.

Priscilla:lookingforwardtonextweek?

Inodded.

Me:Atleastit'snotarrangedthistime..I'm

gettingmarriedtothepersonIactuallylove.

Priscilla:Helovesyoutoo.

Me:Youthinkso?

Priscilla:Iknowso..behappy.

Me:Ijustcan'tgetoverKananelorejectinghis

kids.

Priscilla:Youcan'tforcesomeonetobe

somethinghedoesntwanttobe.



Me:Hisownkids?

Priscilla:I'msorryTshia.Sometimesit'sthe

womanyoukeep.Likeme,Ithoughtthatyou

weregoingtokeepmeawayfromhim.SoI

influencedhim..youendedupresentinghim.and

hemissedoutonalotofthings.AndIregret

that.Sodoeshe.Likeyourfather,Kananelowill

openhiseyes.

Me:Whenit'stoolate?

Priscilla:Maybehe'llbeasluckyasyourdad

was..

Me:Maybe.

Priscilla:Stopstressingaboutthingsyoucan't

control.

Me:Okay

Priscilla;Breathe.

Itookadeepbreath.

Priscilla:Good.Nowtakethistothosethree



guysoutside.

Igiggledandtookthedrinksoutside..wehad

lunchwiththefamilyandGiftandIlistenedto

TshepangandResegoplanourwedding.

Dad:Youlookabitlighter.

Me;Weight?

Dad:No.Yougainingweight.Lightasinfree.

Me:Iam.Despiteafewhiccups

Dad:Youareastrongone.

Me:AsIshouldbedad.

Dad:Justlikeyourmother.

Me;Doyouthinkshe'dbeproud?

Dad:Nodoubts.

Me:Really?

Dad:Trustme.Youdon'tthinkso?

Me:Ido.



Dad:But?

Me:Ireallydon'tknow

Hesmiled

Dad:Youdoinggood.

Me:Thanksdad.

Isaidhugginghim.Wehadfunathomeandthe

nextdaywasthesame..Dropthekidsoffat

schoolthenwork.

Me:OhMikey..We'llmeet.

Mike:when?Youfoundanewmanandallofa

suddenyouforgotaboutus.

Me:Ipromise.

Mike:Good.

MyofficephonerangandIhadtoendtheone

inhadwithMikeythenrandowntothe

receptiontoseewhowaslookingforme.

Me:Hey.



Kana:Hey.Canwestepout?

Me:Sure.

Wewentouttothegarden.

Me:Okay?

Kana:Iwon'ttakemuchofyourtime.

Me:Okay.

Kana:AfterwhatYoudidtome,Idon'ttrustyou

anymore.

Me:IdontExpectyoutobutthatdoesn'tgive

youtherighttotreatourkidsthewayyoudid.

Kana:LikeIsaid,Idon'ttrustyou..forallyou

knowthosetwocouldbeGift's.

Igasped.

Kana:Iwanttestsdone

Alltheifs
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Me:Testwhosekids?

Kana:OraandTumelo.

Me:Fuckyou.Listentome...fuckyou.Don'tyou

evercomenearmeormykidsagain.Youjerk.

Youaresuchafilthypig!

Kana:Watchit

Me:Disgracetomen!Fuckyou!

Igotupfromwhereweweresitting.

Me:Gotohell.Rubbish!

Ithrewthecoffeecupthatwasonthetableat

him.

Me:Fuckyou!

Isaiditagainandwentbackin.Itoldthe

receptionisttoneverlethiminagainandwent

backtomyoffice.Ittookme30minutesbefore

IcouldworkagainandIburiedmyselfinit.

WhenIwenttoOraandTumelo'sschool,Itold

themtoremoveKana'snamefromtheirfiles



andIreplaceditwithdad's.Itoldthemtonever

everletanyonebesidesme,Giftandmydad

pickthekidsupfromschool.

Nolo:welcomeback.

Me:Thanks.

Nolo:notspendingaweekatGift's?

Me:No.

Nolo:why?

Me:I'llhavemorethanenoughtimetospend

withGift

Nolo:Okay.Ineedtotalktoyou.

Me:Okay..

Igrabbedsomethingtodrinkandsatdown.

Nolo:SoI'vedecidedtomoveout.

Me:Why?

Nolo:Ifoundahouse.



Me:Yesthisone.

Nolo:Thisisyours.YouandTshepang.

Iwassad.

Nolo:I'mmovingoutnextmonth.

Me:That'sin2months.

Nolo:Yesitis.

Me:Okay.

Nolo:youandthekidsaregoingtomoveinwith

Giftright?

Me:obviously.Tshepangwilljusthavetocome

backhere.

Nolo:Willsheagree?

Me:Shehasto.

Nolo:Okay..Don'tlooksosad.

Igiggled.

Me:Iwasusedtohavingyouaround.



Nolo:Youwereneveraround.

Me:Nottrue.

Nolo:Itis.YouarealwayswithGift.

Me:onweekends..

Nolo:andduringtheweek..

Me:Hard...

Myphonerang

Me:Excuseme.

Nolo:Okay.

Me:Hey.

ImovedfromNolo.

Gift:Hellobaby.

Me:howareyou?

Gift:I'mokay.Sowestoppedcheckingoneach

otherduringworkinghours?

Me:No.



Gift:Then?

Me:Ihadaveryhecticday.

Gift:Talktome.

Isighed

Me:Yourfriendcametotheoffice.

Gift:Hopinghe'ssobernow.

Me:He'sworse.Hewantstohavetestsdone

onmykids.

Gift:What?

Me:Itoldhimtofuckthehelloff.

Gift:What'swrongwithKananelo?

Me:IDon'tknow.

Gift:Areyoufine?

Me:Iam.

Gift:I'llcomecheckonyouguyslaterokay?

Me:Okaybaby.



Gift:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

IhungupandwentbacktoNolo.

Nolo:ReadyforSaturday?

Me:IthinkIam.

Nolo:Really?

Me:Sortof..

Nolo:you'vegotalotgoingondon'tyou?

Me:Idocuz.

Nolo:Icantell.

Me:AndIthoughtIwasfree.

Nolo:Youdontthinkso?

Me:No.

ItoldherwhathappenedatNombu'sandat

work.

Nolo:What?



Me:Iknowright?

Nolo:Whatiswrongwithhim?

Me:IwishIknew.Hissuddenchangeworries

me.Fine,hecanbebitterallhelikestowards

mebuthisownkids?

Nolo:I'mstartingtoquestionKananelo'slove.

Me:YouandIboth

Nolo:Thosekidsdon'tdeservethis.Okaylet's

countTumeloout,he'sneverreallycared.One

wouldswearhe'sGift's.

Igiggled.

Me:True.

Nolo:ButOra?Tshia,keepthemawayfromhim.

Me:They'llkeepasking.

Nolo:They'lleventuallygiveup.

Me:Youthinkso?

Nolo:I'mtellingyou.Kananelowillbetheloser



attheendoftheday.Notyou.Nothiskids.

Me:Ihearyou.

Nolo:Good.

Me:sothat'swhathappened.

Nolo:I'msorry.

Dayslater,Iwasinatraditionalattire.Athome.

WaitingforGift'sunclestocome.Ihadmixed

emotions.Iwasrestless,Iwashappy,Iwas

uncomfortable,Iwasecstatic,Ijustdidn't

understandwhatwashappening.Iwasstillhurt

byKananelo'sactions.Hehadpouredpetrolon

fire.Iwasstillnotoverwhathadhappenedand

Nombu'sandtheDNAteststhingjustmadeit

worse.IquestionedMystepmumonwhyI

couldn'tgetoveritandshesaid"Youarea

mother,whenyourkidshurt,youhurtmorethan

theydo,that'swhy"andshewasrightbecause

Oraalsokeptaskingaboutherfather.She

couldn'tunderstandwhatwashappeningwith



him.Tumeloontheotherhand,hedidn'tcare.

WasmosthappywhenhewaswithGift.

Gran:Relax.

Me:Iam.

Gran:Thiswillbeagoodday.

Itookadeepbreath.Tryingtoletgoofmy

worriesandtryingtofixmymixedemotions.

Gran:that'sbetter..

Me:ThanksGrandma.

Gran:Pleasuremychild.

Grantriedtocalmmedownforabout15

minutesandwesuddenlyheardGift'sunclesat

thegate.Mynerveswereskyhigh.

Nolo:Yougood?

Inodded.

Nolo:Don'tlie.

Me:Idon'tknowNolo.



Nolo:Youjustreallyhopingeverythinggoes

wellthat'sall.

Me:youthink?

Nolo:it'snormal.Relax

Me:Okay.

About20minuteslater,theycalledusout.Me,

Nolo,MycousinGratitudeandMyothercousin,

Hlengi.Theyaskedhisdelegationtochoosethe

"flower"theyweretherefor.

G'suncle:Theonewiththebluedoek.

Myheartstartedbeatingfast.Icouldn't

understandortellwhatwashappeningwithme.

Myunclefinallyspokeup.

UncleOupa:Tshiamodoyouknowthesepeople?

Me:No..noIdon't.

ENDOFSEASON1


