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Gift:Tshiamowhatwasthat?

Me:Stopshoutingplease.

Gift:I'm...

Heloweredhisvoice.

Gift:I'mnotshouting.

Me:Then?

Gift:Ijustdon'tunderstand.

Me:Tryto.

Gift:Ithoughtwebothwantedthis.

Me:Ithoughtsotoo

Gift:Nowyoudon't?

Me:Mykidsneedme.

Gift:What'sthatsupposetomean?



Me:Ican'tgivethemhalfofme.Theyalready

don'thaveafather..

Gift:Wow.

Me:Idon'tmeanitinthatway.

Hewashurt.Youcouldseeitinhisface.

Gift:Iloveyouandourchildren.ItoldyouI'dbe

thereforthem.Darkorblue.

IshookMyhead.

Me:I'msorry.

Gift:Sowhatareyousaying?

Me:Givemetime.

Henodded.

Gift;Okay.

Me:Thanks.

Iwatchedashegotintohiscarandleft.My

familywasstillshock.Dadhadaskedmany

questions.Healsodidn'tunderstandwhyIdid



whatIdid.Grandmasortofunderstood.

Me:I'mgoinghome.

Dad:Youarehome.

Me:Imeantomum'shouse.

Priscilla:Leavethekidshere.

Me:Thanksma.

Grandma;Areyoufine?

Inodded.

Me:Byefamily.

IcouldfeeltheireyesonmeasIturned.Idrove

homeandassoonasIparkedmycar,Nombu

called..ShewasUlulating.

Nombu:Werethenegotiationssuccessful?

Me:No.

Nombu:What?Whereareyou?

Me:Myhouse.



Nombu:Molapo?

Me:Yes.

Nombu:I'mcoming.

ShehungupbeforeIcould.Igotoutofthe

clothesIwasinandgrabbedabottleofgin.I

wasawreck.

Nombu:Hey!

Shesaid30-35minuteslater.

Me:Thatwasquick.

Nombu:IwasinRoodepoort.Andthere'straffic

Me:Oh.

Nombu:Tshia,whatisit?

ShetookmybottleawayfrommeandIstarted

sobbing.

Me;Nombu,Ican'tdothis.

Nombu:Youcan'tdowhat?



Me;Ican'tbestronganymore.I'mreallytrying

butIcan't.WhydidGodmakemeawoman?

Nombu:OhTshiacalmdown.

Shequicklymixedwarmwaterwithsugarto

calmmedown.

Nombu:Fromthebeginning.

Me:IsaidIDon'tknowGift'sfamilywhenmy

unclesasked.

Nombu;what?Tshiawhy?Don'tyouloveGift?

Me:Ido.Ilovethatmanwithallmybeing.Ilove

himsomuch.

Nombu;Then?

Me;Icarryalotofbaggage.Hedoesn'tdeserve

that.

Nombu:he'scomfortablewithhelpingyou

offloaditright?

Me:It'snotfaironhim.



Nombu:Whatyoudidisnotfair.

Ikeptquiet.

Nombu:Doyouthinkitis?

Me:IwasdoingWhatIthoughtwasbest.

Nombu:Forwho?

Me:Us

Nombu:No.You.Thatwasveryselfish.Gift

lovesyouTshiamo!

Me:IknowthatBuli..

Nombu:Youneedtofixthis

Ishookmyhead..

Me:IneedtofigureoutwhatI'mgoingtodo

now.

Nombu:YoureallycanthurtGift.

Me:Ididn'tdoitintentionally.

Nombu:Youdid.



Me:Nombuplease.

Nombu:YouknowI'mright.I'mgoingtoleave

nowcozI'msomadatyou.

Me:Justlikethat?

Nombu:Justlikethat.

Shetookherbag.

Nombu:Soberup.

Shekissedmycheekandleft.Isattheretrying

tofigureoutmylife.Tryingtofigureoutwhat

wasItodonext.Mykids!Mypriority.Iputthem

first.Thatwasgoingtobemymainfocusand

nothingelse.IsatinsilencetillNolocameback

withRene,TshepangandResego.

Nolo:Tshia?

Me:hey.

Nolo:backtoearth.

Me:Iam



Nolo.Really?

Me:Yes

IsaidasItookadeepbreath.

Nolo:Yougood?

Me:Iam.

Nolo:Sure?

Me:CanIJustrest?

Nolo:Yesyoucan.

Iwenttotalktothethreegirlsandslept..The

nextmorning,Iwokewithaheadache.Rene,

TshepangandResegoweremakingbreakfast.

Me:Morning

Tshepang;Heysis.

Resego:youokay?

Me:YesIam.

Rene:Breakfast?



Me:No..aren'tyoukidsgoingtochurch?

Theyallshooktheirheads

Me:Hungover?

Theyalllaughedandnodded.

Me:Ohmakessense.

Tshepang:thatobvious?

Me:Tomatojuiceandcoldwatergaveitaway.

Resego:Don'ttelldad

Me:Sego,youknowIdonthavetimeforthat,

where...

Myphonerang.

Me:hey.

Gift:Hi.

Me:Howareyou?

Gift:I'mfine..Canyoustepoutside?

Me:Okay.



Gift:Thanks.

ItookTshepang'sshoesandfoundhimoutside

hiscar,shortsandT-shirton.Abottleofwater

inhishand.

Me:Hey.

Hedrankupandthrewthebottleaway.

Gift:sleptwell?

Me:Idid.

Henodded.

Gift:Areyoukeepingourchild?
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Me:Whatareyouonabout?

Gift:Don'tplaygamesbaby.

Me:Ihavenoideawhatyoutalkingabout



ba..Gift.

Gift:Soyoureallygoingtoactdumb?

Me:Aboutwhat?

Gift:Yourraginghormones.

Me:Whatraging...youthinkI'mpregnant?

Gift:Aren'tyou?

Me:No!

Gift:Thenexplainyourbehaviour.Imeanthere's

onlyoneexplanationtothis.

Me;andyouthinkpregnancyis?

Gift:Wellisn'tit?

Me:No.

Gift;IDon'tbelievethat.

Me:That'sallonyou.

Gift:Come.

Me:Where?



Gift:let'sGo.

Me:Ihaven'ttakenabath.

Gift:so?

Me:Whereareyoutakingme?

Gift:GetinTshia.

HeopenedthepassengerdoorandIslowly

walkedtowardsthecarandgotin..heclosed

mydoorandmadehiswaytohisseat,assoon

ashegotin,hereachedhishandouttograba

plasticbagfromthebackofhisseatandputit

onmylapthenhestartedtheIgnitionanddrove

off.

Me:What'sthis?

Gift:Openit.

Idid

Me:Ohmygoodnessba...Gift!

Gift:Youknowyoucanstillcallme'baby'right?



Me:Areyouserious?

Gift:Yes.

Me:I'mtalkingaboutthepregnancytests.

Gift:Weneedtodoit.

Me:I'mnotpregnantGift!

Gift:Weneedtobesure.

Me:Youkiddingme.

Gift:NoI'mnot.

Me:Sowhereareyoutakingme?

Gift:Toourhouse.Privacy!

Iputthetestsbackintheplasticbagand

lookedoutthewindow.

Gift:soyounottalkingtome?

Me:Idon'tfeelliketalkingtoday.

Gift:Whydidn'tyoutellthatyounotreadytoget

marriedtome?



Me:AtthetimeIthoughtIwas.

Gift:soyouthinkthereasonsyougavetome

arevalidenough?.

Me:Aren'tthey?

Gift:rubbish.

Hesaiditwithannoyanceandsadness.

Me:Justgivemetime.

Gift:That'swhatyouweresupposetosay!You

wastedtimebaby.That'snothowwedothings.

Couldn'tyoucommunicate?Whatmakesit

worseisthatyouusedthekidsasexcuses.You

aredamagingkidswhoyouclaimareyourown.

ThosekidsweredealingwiththeirFather's

rejectionandgettingoveritcoztheywere

gettingusedtomeandnowyouleavingthem

withnofatherfigure?

Me:That'snotwhatI'mdoing.

Gift:Ohokay



Hefocusedontheroadandkeptquiettillwe

gottothehouse.Ihadtotakethefourtests.

Yesfour.Andwewaitedpatiently..Theywere

allnegative.

Me:See?Pleasetakemehome.

Gift:Canwetalk?

Me:Gift...

Iwasreallytired.

Gift:Tshiamo.Please!

Isatdownandpaidattentiontohim.

Gift:Iloveyou.Somuch.AndI'dbelyingifI

saidI'mnothurtbywhathappenedyesterday..

Me:Iknowbut...

Gift:letmefinish.

Me:Okay.

Gift:I'llrespectyourdecision

Icouldtellthathehadforfeited.Hewas



probablytiredofarguingwithme.

Me:Thankyou.

Gift:Don'tkeepmefromthekids.

Alotofsincerityinhisvoice.

Me:Iwon't.

Gift:Wheneveryouthinkyoureadyokay?I'll

waitpatiently

Me:Thankyou.

Gift:Youwantsomethingtoeat?

Me:Iwanttobath.

Gift:yourthingsareinthebedroom..

Me:Thanks.

Iwenttotakeashowerandchanged.Halfof

mythingswerestillinthewardrobe.Istaredat

whatIwantedtotake...

Gift:don'ttakeanything



Iwasabitstartled.

Gift:sorry..

Me:itsokay.

Gift:Wantsomethingtoeat?

Me:Pleasetakemehome.

Gift:YoureallyDon'twanttobeherewithme?

Me:I'mReallytiredGift..

Gift:Canweatleastbefriends?

IDon'tknowhowIfeltaboutthat.

Me:Iguessso..

Gift:okayLetsgetyouhomethen.

Me:Okay

HedrovemehomeansdIspenttherestofthe

daysleeping.Iwenttofetchthekidsatdad'sat

around17:30.

Dad:Tshiamo.



Me:Pa?

Dad:Come..

Isatdownandpaidattentiontohim.

Dad:HaveyouspokentoGift?

Me:yes.

Dad:And?

Me:Wetakingabreak.

Dad:Till?.

Me:Idontknowdad..

Dad:OkayTshia..

Me:CanIleavenow?

Dad:YouverymoodyImustsay.

Me:IthinkI'monlygettingtodealwiththe

nightmaresnow.

Dad:Iunderstand.

Me:Thanksdad



3weekslater,Iwasburyingmyselfinwork,

workandwork.Iwastryingtodealwithmyself

andmykids.Itookthemoutevery

weekend..theyhadstoppedaskingabouttheir

fatherandIwashappywiththat.Ialwaysfound

somethingforustodosoIcouldn'tseeGift.

Nolo:Goingout.

Me:Havefun.

Nolo:Byebabies.

ShekissedOraandTumi..herkidswereather

dad's.

Ora:Mum.

Me:Yesbaby?

Tumi:Tshiano.

Me:whatisit?

Tumi:Idon'twanttogohere.

Me:ButIthoughtyoulikedgoingtoDisneyon



ice.

Ora:We'vebeenherebefore.

Me:Iknow.

Tumi:I'mnotgoing.

Me:ButIalreadygotourticketsBaby.

Tumi:I'mtired.

Ora:Metoo.

ShesaidGrabbinghertablet.

Tumi:Tshia?

Me:Yes?

Tumi:IwanttogolivewithPops.
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Me:why?

Iwassurprisedandabithurt.

Tumi:CozImisshim.



Me:Butyouwithme.

Tumi:NoTshia.

Hesatnexttohissister.

Ora:Youknowmummy...

Shelockedhertabletandfoldedherarms.

Ora:Wehaven'tbeentopops'placeinweeks.

Me:Iknow.

Ora:Why?

Me:We'vebothbeenbusy.

Tumi:Tshiacallhim.Iwanttotalktohim.

Me:Idon'thaveairtime.

Ora:Mam'Selinasellsairtime.

Iwasdefeated.

Me:LetmeseewhatIcando.

IdialledGift'snumberhopingthathewouldn't

answerbuthedid.



Gift:Baby?

Me:Hey.

Gift:Yougood?

Me:Iam.

Gift:Arethekidsgood?ListenTshia,Ihaven't

seentheminweeks.Areyoukeepingthem

Fromme?

Me:Theywanttotalktoyou

Gift:Okay

Foureyeswereonme..IquicklyputIton

loudspeaker.

Ora:Pops

Gift:Hellomybabygirl.

TherewasalotofwarmthInhisvoiceashe

spoketoOra.Youcouldtellhewashappy.Ifelt

horribleforkeepingthemawaybutagain,Iwas

keepingthemclose.



Ora:Areyougoingtocomeheretoday?

Tumi:Oraletmespeak.Pops

Hewasjumpingupanddown.Theexcitement

onhisfacesurprisedme.

Gift:Boyza!

Tumi:whereareyou?

Gift:I'mathome

Ora:Areyougoingtocometoday?

Gift:Whatdidmumsay?

Tumi:shesaid"yes"

Isatdownanddecidedtolisten.

Gift:OkayI'llcomelaterokay?

Tumi:Okay

Ora:Hurryokay?

Gift:Okaymybabygirl.

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandOrahungup.



Tumi:Yousee?

Me:SowenotgoingtoDisneyonice?

Ora:nomummy.

Tumi:Tshiapleasepackourbags

Me:okay.

Therewasalotofsadnessinmy"okay".I

couldn'tbelievetheywerechoosingGiftover

me.Itreallypuzzledme.Icouldn'tquite

understandit.Iwenttopacktheirbagsand

madethemsomethingtoeat.

Me:youknowotherkidswouldkilltogoto

Disneyonice?

Ora:Whichkids?

Me:Otherkidsthatcan'tgo.

Tumi:takethemTshia.

Heleftmespeechlesscozinallthathewas

sayinghewasjustaninnocentlittlekidwho



probablydidn'tevenunderstandwhathetoo

wassaying.

Tumi:Doyouknowwheretheyare?

Me:noI'mjustsaying.

Ora:Mummy,youshouldhaveaskedusfirst

Me:Right.

Madamspeakerhadspoken.Orawaswise

beyondheryears.Icouldn'tunderstandhowa5

yearoldcouldreasonthewayshedid.Dad

alwayssaiditwasnormalandthathis

grandkidsweresmart.Likehim.Thathealways

emphasized.

Tumi:ThankyouforthefoodTshia

Me:pleasureTumelo.

Theyfinishedtheirfoodandwentouttoplay

withtheirtoys.IgotacallfromNombuasIwas

washingthedishes.

Nombu:Party?



Me:with?

Nombu:thegirls.

Me:I'llpass

Nombu:Ohcomeon..

Me:Nah.I'mgoodNombu.

Nombu:Youalwaysgoingtoisolateyourself?

Me:wellit'sworkingisn'tit?

Nombu:forwho?

Me:Forme.Idonthavetimeforjudgmental

people.

Nombu:Butthiswasachancetoworkitout.

AfterwhattheysawKananelotreatOratheway

hedid,theyareonyoursideandthey'vebeen

tryingtocallbuttheycan'treachyou.

Me:CozIrejectedtheirnumbers.Nombu,Ican

livewithoutfriends.

Nombu:Includingme?



Me:Ididn'tmeanitthatway.

Nombu:Then?

Me:youknowwhatImean.

Nombu:Makepeace.

Me:Nexttimeokay?Ijustwanttodosome

work.

Nombu:OnaSaturday?

Me:Yes.

Nombu:MygoodnessTshia!

Me:I'llcomeandseeyoutomorrowafter

church.

Nombu:Youbetter.

Me:Iwill

Nombu:Havefunworking.

Me:Havefunpartying

Nombu:Withoutyou?IDon'tthinkso.



Igiggled.

Me:justdon'tdrinktooMuchokay?Youknow

howyouget.

Nombu:Iwon't.YouknowIdon'twanttoget

intotroublewithSthe.

Me:Waybetter.

Nombu:Loveyou

Me:Loveyoutoo.

Nombu:Tshiamo?

Me:Nombu?

Nombu:Takecareokay?

Me:Iwill.

Nombu:byebabe

Me:Byelove

HungupandIdecidedtoworksincemykids

weren'tfeelingme.Iheardveryloudscreams

anhourlaterandIknewGifthadarrived.He



onlycamein30minuteslaterandhehadgrass

stainsonhislightblueshirt.

Me:Somuchfortryingtocleanup.

Gift:Heyyoucansaythatagain.Heybaby.

HeopenedhisarmsforahugandIgotin.The

warmestembrace.Hisaddictivescent.Ifreed

myselffromhim.

Me:Wantsomethingtodrink?

Gift:Waterplease

Me:Okay

Hestillhadthewoolwrappedaroundhisring

finger.Iwenttogethimwaterandsettleddown

intheothercouch.

Gift:Norest?

Me:No.Ihavequitealottodo.I'vebeen

offeredabetterjobatanothercompanysoI'm

JusttryingtopushbeforeIleave.



Gift:What!That'sgoodnews.Youkeepsoaring

high.

Me;Ihaveto.

Gift:Whendoyoustart?

Me:inamonth

Gift:Ready?

Me:always

Gift:I'mhappyforyou

Me:thankyou.

Tumi:Let'sgopops.

Hewassuddenlyintheroom.Orawenttofetch

theirbags.

Me:Ipackedfouroutfitsforthemjustincase.

Youknowhowroughtheyare

Gift:Noproblem.

Me:AndI'llseeyoutomorrowkids.



Gift':CanIbringthembackonMonday?

Ora:no

Gift:whatdoyoumeanbabygirl?

Ora:Wenotcomingbackhere.

Me:Areyoutwoserious?

Ihadalumpinmythroat

Tumi:yesTshia

Ora:byemummy

Shesaidhuggingme.

Me:Aren'tyougoingto...

Gift:I'lltakecareofthem.
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Me:Please

Gift:Iwill.

Ora:Let'sgopops.



Theydidn'tevenhavetimeforme.Theywere

justhappythattheywereleaving.

Gift:I'llcomegettherestoftheirclothes

tomorrow.

Me:Okay.

Gift:bye

Ihuggedhimagain.Mysonalreadyhadthecar

keysinhishand,readytobounce,readytoleave

me.Hehadabsolutelynocareintheworldfor

hismum.Iwatchedastheydroveoffand

couldn'thelpbuttearupbutquicklywipedthe

tearsoff.

"Tshia!"

Iturned.

Me:hi.

Banele:heygirl.

Me:Hi.



Banele:Howareyou?

Shehadthreekidsapparently.FromwhatI

heard.

Me:I'mfine.

Banele:Lookinggood

Me:Thankyou.

Banele:how'severyonedoing?

Me:Everyone'sfine.

Banele:Tshia?

Me:YesBanele?

Banele:I'msorry..

Me:Okay.

Banele:Canwestartover?

Me:that'snotagoodidea..

Banele:please

Me:No.



Banele:Tshiaplease.

Me:Youfooledmeonce.Iwon'tletyoufoolme

again.Letsjustbeciviltoeachotherokay?

Banele:Tshiamogetoveryourself.

Me:Okay.

Iwalkedawayfromher,leftherthereandshe

watchedasIclosedthedoor,Ididn'thavethe

timeorenergyforher.Ihadalottodealwith.I

workedtill20:00andhadtoclosemylaptop

WhenNolocameback.

Nolo:wine?

Me:5litreMara?

Nolo:Iknowyouneedit.

Igiggled.

Me;Yes.

Nolo;HowwasDisneyonice?

Me:Wedidn'tgo.



Nolo:Why?

Me:Theyweren'tinterested.

Nolo:OraandTumiweren'tinterestedinDisney

onice?

Me:No.

Nolo:Impossible.

Me:I'mtellingyou..

Nolo:Sotheychosetheirgrandparentsoveryou?

Me:Iwish

Nolo:whatnow?

Me:TheymovedinwithGift?

Nolo;what?

Me:Yes.

Nolo:Movedin?

Me:Yes.Theyprotested.Toldmethatthey

missedGiftandthattheywantedtolivewith



him.

Nolo:Tshiamo!

Me:Sadright?

Nolo:No.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Nolo:Can'tyousee?

Me:SeeWhat?

Nolo:ThisisyourlastshotatHappiness?

Me:Bonolonoplease

Nolo:YourkidsadoreGift.

Me:Wellclearly.

Nolo:whatareyougoingtodo?

Me:Nothing.

Nolo:Really?

Me:yesNolo..

Nolo:Wow.



Me:Letsdrink.

Nolo:Avoidingthetopic?

Me:Drowningmysorrows.

Nolo:Wanttogoout?

Me:Musicandwinewillbejustfine.

Nolo:Yousure?

Me:Onehundredpercent.

Nolo:Okaythen.

Me:Nolecturesplease.

Nolo;Butyouneedtobelectured.

Me:thenI'mgoingtobed.

Nolo:Okayfine.Sit!

Me:Let'shaveagoodtimeokay?

Nolo:Okay.

Me:Thankyou.

Wehadaverygreatnight..itwasfun,we



laughedalotandJusthadaverygoodtime.

Thenextmorning,wehadtogotochurchwith

hangovers.Gift'stwokidswerewithhim.

Lookingallexcitedandverycute..theyhadnew

outfitson.Orahadaprincessdressonand

Tumelowaswearingawhiteshirt,crossbelts

andaverycutepairofjeans.Theirnewdadwas

inasuit.IwenttofindaseatnexttoGift.

Gift:Youlookhungover.

Me:Doyoublameme?

Gift:I'mnotsurewhatthatmeans.

Me:I'mchildless.

Hegiggled.

Gift:Noyounot

Me:Theydon'tevenacknowledgeme.

Gift:theyjustmissedme.

Me:andtheyDon'tmissme?



Gift:no.Notyet.

Westoppedtalkingwhenthesingingstopped.

Theservicewasveryupliftingandwehadno

otherchoicebuttogohomeforSundaylunch

asalways.

Gran;Tshiamo!

Me:Ma?

Gran:wereyoudrinking?

Me:No.

Gran:Tshiadon'tlietome

Me:I'mnotlying.

Gran:Youlooksothin.Haveyoubeeneating?

Me:Yes.

Gran;Youworktoomuch.

Me:IknowGran.

Gran;You'lldie..



Me:NoIwon't.

Gran;yesandIwon'tbetheretoburyyou.

Ikeptquiet.

Gran:Now,imgoingtodishupanotherplatefor

youokay?

Me:NoyouDon'thaveto...

Iwastoolate.Giftwasstillwithhiskidsand

theyweretakingselfies.Theyonlygreetedme

atchurchandthatwasit.AfterGranforcedme

toeatmysecondplateoffood,Iwashedthe

dishes,spenttimewiththefamilyandweall

wentourseparateways.Forthenext3daysI

triedallIcouldtobemyheadintherightplace.

Icalledtocheckonthemeverydaybutitwasn't

enough..theywerehavingagoodtime.

Me:Ishouldlockup?

Nolo:Yes.

Me:Youreallynotcomingback?



Nolo;YesTshia.I'msleepingatAsa's!

Me:whydidn'tyoutellmethough?

Nolo:butIJustcalledyou.

Me:At19:30?

Nolo:Stillcalled.

Me:WellIguessyoudid

Nolo:Willyoubefine?

Me:Iwillbe.

Nolo:Okay..

Me:YoubetterbeatPalesa's.

Shelaughed

Nolo:YouDon'thaveachildwho'sthesame

ageasme.

Me:Ohwhatever.

Nolo:Byecuz.

Me:Byecuz.



AssoonasIhungup,thedooropened.

Me:Learnto...

Aslaplandedonmyface.AsItriedtogetup,

anotheronelanded.

Kana:Wherearethefuckaremykids?
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IregainedmystrengthanddecidedIwasn’t

goingtolethimbreakmeagain,Ireachedfor

thevaseIhadonthetableandhithimwithiton

hishead,Iwashopinghewasdeadbuthis

chestkeptmovingupanddown,Iwenttograb

abottleofwater,letitdownmythroatandsat

down.Iwaswaitingforhimtoregain

consciousness.Iwasreadyforhim.Readywith

afryingpan,aknifeandabucketfullofwater.I

pouredabout3bucketsuntilheeventually

wokeup.Hisheadwasheavyyoucouldtell.



Me:welcome

Hewastryingtogetup.

Me:youneedhelp?

Kana:wherearemykids?

Me:whathappenedto“fuck?”

Kana:I’mnotplayinggames

Me:Ithoughtwewere.

Kana:wherearemykids/

Me:aren’ttheywiththeirmotherSeipati?What

aretheirnamesagain?Ohyes…Rorisangand

Atlehang

Kana:damnit!I’mtalkingaboutOraandTumelo.

Me:OHGift’skids?

Igiggled.

Me:withtheirdad.Diepkloof

Kana:whatdoyoumeanGift’skids?



Me:theyareGift’skids.Theyarenotyours.

Kana:don’tmakemeloseit.

Me:don’tmakemestabyou.

Kana:Tshiamo.

Me:leavenow

Kana:TSHIAMO!

He’svoicewasscarybutIwasn’tgoingtofall

forthat.IhadhadenoughofKananeloandhis

controllingcrazyways.

Me:gobacktoyourfamily

Kana:givememykids

Me:don’tmakemecallthepolice

Kana:givememykids

Me:leave!

ItookthehalffullbucketofwaterIhadandI

poureditoverhisbodyagain,hisjawdropped

ashefeltthecoldagainsthisskin,Ikickedhis



ballstwicebeforehecouldattackmeagainand

Idraggedhimoutofthehouse.Madesurehe

wasonthestreetandquicklylockedmyselfin.I

quicklydialledGift.

Gift:mummy

Me:aremykidssafe?

Gift:ourchildrenaresafeyes

Me:Gift!

Gift:Tshiamowhatisit?

Me:Kananelowasheretoattackme.

Gift:Thatpieceofrubbish.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Gift:hebumpedintothekidsandIatthemall

eatingice-cream

Me:younotsupposedtofeedthosekids…

Icalmeddown.Idecidedtodealwithonething

atatime.



Me:andthen?

Gift:andthennothing.Thekidsdidn’t

acknowledgehim.Didhehurtyou?

Me:no.

Gift:Yousure?

Me:I'mfine.

Gift:Whereishenow?

Me:Idraggedhimout.

Gift:Youdraggedhimout?

Me:ItsaLongstory.

Gift:I'mcomingover

Me:I'mfine!Gift!Stopit!

Gift:Youstillmyfiancée.

Me:I'mOkay

Hewasfrustratingme.

Gift:Okayfine.Lockthedoors



Me:Idid

Gift:Where'sNolobytheway?

Me:She'ssleepingout.

Gift:Lockthedoors.

Me:Idid

Gift:Doublecheck.

Me:I'mnot5Gift.I'llbefine.Icantakecareof

myselfbesides,Kananeloleft.

Gift:Okay.Besafe.

Me:Iwillbe.

ItookaverydeepbreathafterIhungup,went

toseeifIwasbruisedandyetagain,Iwasn't..I

thankedtheheavenscozifIwasGiftwasgoing

tolandhimselfinjailagain,cleanedupthe

wateronthefloorthentookashower,gotinto

myPJsanddecidedIwasgoingtowatchTV.

Forachange..SomethingIhadn'tdonein

forever.AsIwasgettingsomesnacks,Isaw



carlightsfromthegate.Lookedoutthewindow

anditwasacarIknewverywell.Iunlockedthe

doorandwentout.Knockedonthewindow.

Me:IsaidI'mfine!

Gift:Whatareyoudoingoutside?

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Gift:heretomakesureyousafe.

Me:I'mprotected.

Gift:Really?

Me;Yes.

Gift:Thenhowdidyougetattacked?

Me:Youmakingabigdealoutofnothing.

Gift:I'llsleepintheCar.

Me:Gift.Wherearethekids?

Gift:Atmymum's.WithUlrika.

Me:Ulrika?AsinmyUlrika?



Gift:Yes.

Me:SheworksforKananelo

Gift:Shequitalongtimeago.Rightafteryou

left.

Me:Areyouserious?

Gift;Yes

Me:ohokay.CanIgetyousomethingtoeat?

Gift:I'mfine...

Me:Comeinside.

Gift:Insidewhere?

Webothgiggled.

Me:ThehouseGift.

Gift:Ithoughtyouwantedmeinsideofyou.

Me:No.Ican'tletyousleepinthecar.

Gift:soyoulettingmesleepinyourbed?

Me:Intheguestroomorthecouch



Gift:Okay

Me:parkinokay?

Gift:takethethingsinthetrunkplease

Me:Okay

Igothissuitcover,boxofshoesandovernight

bagthenwentin,leavinghimtoparkthecarin

thegarage.Hecameinminuteslater.

Gift:youwatchingTV?

Me:yes.

Gift:That'sunlikeyou.

Me:ThoughtIshouldjustcatchup.

Gift:YouchoseTVoverworktoday?

Me:yesIdid

Gift:I'mhungry

Me:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?.

Gift:pap



Me:Who'sgoingtocookthat?

Gift:You.

Me:Youtellingme?

Gift:YouaskedwhatIwantedtoeat

Me:Iwashopingyou'dsettleforbread.

Helaughed.

Gift:No.Ifeellikeahomecookedmealand

dessertafterwards.

Me:Custard?Pudding?Cake?

Gift:Cake

Me:Okay.

Igotupandstartedcookingforonepersonwho

wasjustswitchingthroughchannels.

Me:Hereyougo.

Gift:Thankyou.Thislookslikeitwasmade

withlove.Thankyou.



Istoppedmyselffromgigging.

Me:I'mgoingtocleanupokay?

Gift:Okay.

Ilefthimtheretocleanupandwashedhis

disheswhenhewasdone.Ipreparedthe

guestroomforhimandbeforewebothslept,he

wenttotakeashower.

Me:Goodnight.

Gift:Goodnightbabe.

IfellasleepassoonasIputmyheaddown,I

waswokenupbygentlefingersrunningonmy

waist.Ijumpedup...

Gift:shhh..

Itwasstilldark.WhenIturnedtolookatthe

digitalclock,itwas3:21

Gift:liftyourbody

Ididandhetookmyshortsoff.



Gift:Makeway.

Iwasstillverysleepybutsuddenlywokeup

whenhestartedmovedincirclesaroundmyclit.

Me:NoGiftplease...

Mybodywastingling.Hemovedinharderand

whenItriedtogethisheadfrommehepinned

myhandsonthebedwithhis.Iwasprettysure

mywristsweregoingtogetbruisedbecausehe

hadthemdownprettyhard.Iwasn'treadyfor

whatwasnextcozhetookcontrol.Hehadhis

waywithmehoweverhewanted,flippingme

overwhenhewanted,hadmechanging

positionswhenhefeltlikeit.Itwashisshow

andhewasrunningit.Iwasbreathingheavily

whenhewasdone.

Gift:Sleeptight..

Me:Itstimeforustowakeup.

Itwas4:50



Gift:Weshouldprobablysleepforthe

remainingtenminutesthen.

Me:Youweren'tmeanttodothis.

Gift:Iaskedforcake.

Me:Nexttimeactlikeaguestokay?

Gift:Didyounotlikethat?

Me:No.

Isaidturningmybackonhimandhegiggled.

Gift:Okay.20minutes.

Wewokeupat5:30andgotreadyforwork.

Gift:I'llfetchyoulaterokay?

Me:Why?

Gift:Ihavetofetchyou.

Me:Whereto?

Gift:Tshiajustpackyourbagsafterworkokay?

I'llcomefetchyou.



Me:Idon'tunderstandGift.

Gift:Youcomingtolivewithme.

Me:Areyoutellingme?

Gift:Wellyoudon'texactlycomprehendwhen

youaskednicelysoI'mtellingyou..packyour

bags,I'llcomefetchyouafterwork.
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Me:Gift...

Gift:I'llseeyoulater.

Heputhismugdown,kissedmycheekandleft.

Itookmyhandbagandlaptopbagthenwentto

work.ImadesureIcompletedallIhadtoand

gothometopack.Iwasinstructedto.

Nolo:Andnow?

Me:Hey

Nolo:Yougoingsomewhere?



Me:Gift's.

Nolo:Youguysarebacktogether?

Me:no.

Nolo:Then?

Me:KananelocametoattackMe.

Nolo:Whathappened?

Me:hecametoattackMe..

Nolo:Why?

Me:HesawthekidswithGiftandfreakedout.

Nolo:Sonowtheyarehiskids?

Me:Imagine.

Nolo:Thenerve.Didhehurtyou?

Me:No.Idraggedhimoutbeforehecould.

Nolo:yougogirl.

Igiggled.

Nolo:SoGift?



Me:Youknowhowheis.

Nolo:Protective.

Me:Yeah.SoIhaveto.

Nolo:Ohwell.

Me:Yeswell.

Shesighed.

Me:what'swrong?

Nolo:Igotmymoneybackforthehouse.

Me:why?

Nolo:Theydecidedtoturnitintoafamilyhouse.

Me:That'shectic.

Nolo:Iknowright!

Me;Whatnow?

Nolo:Idon'tknow.

Me:Youknowthisisafamilyhouseright?

Nolo:AndIpracticallyownit.



Webothlaughed.

Me:True.

Nolo:thanksCuz.

Me:Gotyou.Always.

Nolo:Youreallyleaving?

Me:Yes.

Nolo:I'mgoingtomissyou

Me;YouhardlyspendtimewithmesoIdon't

knowwhyyousad.

Nolo:Youalwaysaway..

Me:Lies

Nolo:Okayfine..Maybenot.

Me:There'sno"maybe"

Nolo:Okayfinefine...

TherewasaknockAndassoonasshesaid

"comein",Giftentered.



Gift:HeyNolo.

Nolo:HeyGift.

Gift:yougood?

Nolo:Iam.Youtakingmycousinfromme?

Hegiggled.

Gift:wellsheismineisn'tshe?

IrolledMyeyes.Nolowasamused.

Nolo:Ofcoursesheis.Takeher.

Gift:youreadyMsMonareng?

Me:Iam.

Gift:okay.

Hetookmytwosuitcasesandpushedthemout,

IgaveNoloahug

Nolo:Youdeservehappiness

Me:I'mnotbackwithhim.

Nolo:inmymindyouare.Bye.



Igiggledandshewalkedmeout.Giftwas

waitingformetoopenthecar.

Me:Where'syourcar?

Gift:work.Igotalifthere.

Me:becauseyoudidn'ttrustmeright?

Nolo;doyoublamehim?Weallknowhowhard

headedyouare

Me:Whatever..

Theybothlaughedandwepackedthebagsin.I

huggedNoloagainandpassedGiftmykeysso

hecoulddrive.WehootedatNoloaswedrove

off.

Gift:bumcheekshorts?

Iwaswearingshortsyes,withabodysuitand

sandalscozitwashot.

Me;Youdon'tlikethem?

Gift:Theyaretoorevealing



Me:Shame.Toughluck.

Hegiggled.

Gift:justlikethat?

Me:It'shotGift.

Gift:itjustfeelsuncomfortable.

Me:forwho?

Gift:me.Idon'tthinkIliketheideaofpeople

staringatyou.

Me:eyesweremadetostarebesidesweonly

goingtothehouse.

Gift:I'mnotgoingtowinthisright?

Me:No.

Gift::fine.Howwaswork?

Me:Hectic.

Gift:Thatbad?

Me:notsobadbutIcan'twaittofinishthe



workloadIhavesoIcanrelaxbeforeIstartat

thenewcompany.

Gift:Knowwhereyouwanttogo?

Me;Whyareyouaskingmethat?

Gift:CozIwanttotagalong.Ineedabreakas

well.

Me:Youactuallyneeditmorethanme.

Gift:So?Answerme.

Me:Idon'tknowyet.

Gift:when'syourlastdayatwork?

Me:NextweekTuesday.

Gift:Prettyclose

Me:Itis.

Gift:canIchoose?

Me:OhGod!

Gift:please.



Me:butIdidn'teveninviteyou.

Gift:IinvitedmyselfIknow.

Me:Wegoingthereasfriends.

Gift:Fine

Me:good.

Whenwegottohishouse,histwokidsranto

himassoonashegotoutofthecar.They

startedscreamingwhenIsteppedoutandran

tome.

Tumelo:Tshia!

Ora:youcametoseeusmum?

Me:wellI'mmovinginwithyou

TheywereexcitedbutleftmetohelpGift.With

what....Idon'tknow.Itfeltgoodbeingaround

themandseeingUlri.Shemissedus.AndI

realizedthatImissedhertoo,herhappyself

andcaringways.Sheleftataround18:00and

Wedecidedtohavepizzafordinner..I



witnessedthemadnesstheyallgotuptoand

theyonlysleptat21:00afterbathtime.

2dayslater,IwasstilldealingwithGiftandthe

kids.Theyhadcrazyfun.Ireallycouldn't

understandhowhecoulddealwiththat.The

backyardwasalwaysamesswhichIhadto

alwayscleanup.Theylearntsomethingnew

fromhimeveryday,howtomakejuice,howto

makesandwiches,howtomakecarsfrom2litre

bottles,theyweremakingdoghousescoz

TumelofeltheneededadogsoGiftwasgoing

togethimone.ThabsiandNokuthulawerevery

excitedwhentheyheardIwasbackandhad

decidedthattheyalsowantedtomoveinwith

usbutweobviouslyhadtotalktotheirmums

firstwhichwassomethingweweregoingtodo

ontheweekend.

Gift:Areyouokay?

IsighedasIsatacrosshim.Iwasexhausted

andboywasIgladthatmytwolittlerascals



werefastasleep

Me:justtired.

Gift:You'vebeenawfullyquiettoday.

Me:Iknow

Gift:Areyoufine?

Inodded.

Me:JusttiredGift

Gift:massage?

Me:Ijustneedtosleep.

Gift:Okay

Me:Ntando?

Gift:Tshiamo?

Hewasannoyed.Icouldn'tunderstandwhathe

hadagainsthisname.Heclosedhislaptopand

tookoffhisglasses.

Me:canIaskyousomething?



Gift:yesbabe.

Me:Isit...

Ipausedandclearedmythroat

Me:Isittoolateforustostartover?
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Hetookoffhisglassesandclosedhisfiles.

Gift:Followme.

Hegotandheledthewaytothebackyard.It

wasaverywarmnight.Verybeautiful.Isat

downassoonashedid.Myheartbeatingfast.I

tookadeepbreathinandletitoutagain

withouthimnoticing.

Gift:broughtyououtherecozthekidsare

sleeping.

Me:Okay

Gift:whatdidyouask?



Me:Ifwecantryagain?

Gift:Tshiamowhatdoyouwant?

Me:tobehappy..

Gift:Withwho?

Me:Youandthekids.

Gift;Idon'tthinkso.

Me:Imeanit.

Gift:Oneminuteyouhotthenextyoucold.

Me:Iknowthat

Gift:Then?

Me:I'msorry.

Gift:Forwhat?

Me;pullingyoubackandforth.

Gift:Damnrightyoudid.Thatwaswrongand

selfish.Youletyouremotionstakeoveryouand

youexpecteveryonetostringalong.



Ilookeddownatthetablecozinasmuchashe

wasshouting,hewasright.Ihadactedselfishly.

Gift:didyoueverthinkofhowitwouldmakeme

feel?

Ishookmyhead.

Gift:Soyouusedemotionsinsteadofyour

head?.

Me:I'mreallysorry.

Gift:Tshiamo,Iloveyou...

Me:Iknow

Gift:Soisthatwhyyoukeepplayinggames?

Me:No.

Gift:Then?

Me:I'mreallysorry.

Gift:Ididn'taskforanapology.Iaskeda

question

Ihadneverseenhimthatserious.



Me:Idon'tknowwhatcameoverMe.

Gift:Okay.

Hegotup.

Gift:Thinkaboutwhatyoureallywant.

HeleftmesittingthereandIsighed..itdidntgo

asexpected..Maybetherewasnohopeforus.

MaybeIhadmesseduptheonlychanceIhad

withhim.Isatthereforabout10minutesand

wentbackin.Hewasbehindhislaptopworking

again.

Me:Goodnight.

Gift:Nightbabe.

Iwalkedawayabitsadandwenttobaththen

sleptafterthinkingaboutwhathehadspoken

about.Ihadtoforcemyselftosleep.Thenext

morning,Igotthekidsreadyforworkandthe

kidsreadyforschool.

Tumelo:Pops!



Gift:Boyza

Tumelo:Who'sfetchingustoday?

Gift:IthinkAuntyUlriis.

Ora:whyaren'tyoufetchingus?

Gift:I'mgoingtoknockoffabitlate.

Ora:why?.

Gift:Ihaveameeting

Ora:Canwegowithyou?

Gift:Noyoucan't.

Ora:Why?

Gift:it'saboutwork.

Ora:Canyoutakeusoutnight?

Tumelo:Forice-cream.

Me:Youtwoaren'tsupposedtoeatice-cream.

Tumelo;WhyTshia?

Me:cozIsaidso.



Tumelo:Thatsnotright.

Me:Really?Finishyourfood.

Theybothkeptquietandfinishedtheirfood.

Theydidn'tevensaybyetomewhentheyleft.I

lockedupandleft10minuteslaterandatlunch,

Ihadanunexpectedvisitor.

Nombu:Tshiamo.

Me:Ohdear!

Nombu:YoupromisedtocomeonSunday

Me:Iknowbabebutyouknowhowtheyare

aboutfamilylunches.

Nombu:Sowhydidn'tyoucallme?

Me:Iwantedto.

Nombu:But?

Me:Igotbusy

Nombu:IwenttothehouseandNolotoldme

youmovedout.



Me:yes..IlivewithGiftnow.

Nombu:Youtwoarebacktogether?

Me:No.

Nombu:Then?

Me:SafetyreasonscozKanatriedtoattackme.

Nombu:What?

Me:YesBabe.

Nombu:Areyoufine?

Me:YesIam

Nombu:sowhenareyougettingbackwithGift?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Nombu:Youdon't?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Let'snottalkaboutitplease.

Nombu:Okay.Invite.

Me:to?



Nombu:SpaDay.

Me:With?

Nombu:Thegirls.

Isighed.

Me:Okay.

Nombu:whatisit?

Me:When?

Nombu:Tomorrow.

Me:Okay.

Nombu:Youcomingright?

Me:DoIhaveachoice?

Nombu:Notreally.

Me:Thoughtasmuch.

Nombu:Can'twait

Me:Yeahright.

Nombu:Ialsoboughtyoulunchfromthatplace



youlove.

Me:ah!Sogood.

Nombu:Youneedtoeat.

Me:Iamgoingtoeat..where'syourfood?

Nombu:Gotthesamething..wecan'texactly

eathereright?

Me:Yes.Let'sgo.

Weheadedtothegardenarea.

Nombu:Apparentlytheguystriedtoreachout

toGift.

Me;And?

Nombu:Andhe'signoringthem

Me:Itsgoingtotakehimsometimebeforehe

comesaroundandit'sabig"Maybe"

Nombu:YouknowThatsexactlywhatSthesaid.

Me:Tellthemtogivehimtime.



Nombu:Youcantrytalkingtohim.

Me:Woah!Wenotsogoodhey.

Nombu:Thatbad?

Me:Notreallybut...

Nombu:Ihopeyou'llbefine.

Me:metoo.Topicchangeplease.

WedidAndsheleft10minutesbeforemylunch

hourended.Iworkedtill15:00andwenthome,

thekidswerewithUlri,Ilethergohomeearly

andDaddecidedhewascomingtofetchhis

grandkidsfortheweekendandtheyhappilyleft

withhim.

Gift:Boyza!Sunshine!

Me:Theyarenothere.

Gift:Wherearethey?

Me:Dad's.

Gift:Whydidn'tyoutellme?Iwouldhavetried



togethereearliersoIcouldseethembefore

theyleft.

Me:Sorry.Didn'twanttodisturb.

Gift:I'llcallthem.

Hesaidtakingouthisphone

Me:Canwetalkfirst?

Gift:Okay.

Heslowlyputhisphonedown.

Me:MayIbegivenasecondchance?

Gift:Yousoundsolevelheadedwhenyousay

that.

Me:Imeanit.

Gift:Haveyouthoughtthingsthrough?

Me:Ihave.

Gift:doyouknowwhatyoureallywant?

Me:You.



Gift:I'mnotplayinggamesthistime.

Me:Iknow.

Gift:Iguesswecangiveitatry.

Me:really?

Hesmiled

Gift:Really.

Ibitmylowerlip

Gift:Whatisitnow?

Me:Ineedtobeunderyou.
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Nolo:youbetternotfuckupthistime.

Me:Iwon't.

Nolo:Youpromise?

Me:I'mready.



Shesaidzippingupmydressattheback.Gift's

uncleswerecomingback.

Nolo:Youknowthemokay?

Igiggled

Nolo:I'mserious

Me:Iknowthemyes.

Nolo:Good

Me:howdoIlook?

Nolo:Likeabridewhowasn'tforcedtoget

marriedtoastranger.

IsmiledasIlookedatmyglowingself.Iwas

happy..very..Iwasfinallygettingmarriedtomy

soulmate.Mylove.

Me:Thankyou.

Nolo:Youknowwhatyouwantnow?

Me;Yes.

Nolo:goodcozifyoudont...



Myphonerang.

Me:Excuseme.

Nolo:You'llhavemetodealwith.

Me:Yes.

Iquicklyansweredmyphone.

Me:MrK.

Gift:FutureMrsK.

Me:HowareyoudearSir?

Gift:VeryWellthanksMa'am.Checkingupon

you.

Me:Lies.

Gift:Andifyoustillwanttobemywife.

Ilaughed.

Me:Yes.Ido.

Gift:howaremy4kidsdoing?

Me:Wellthegirlsarewiththemuminthe



kitchen.Andyourtwolittleonesareplaying

outsidewiththeotherkids.

Gift:Imissthem

Me:You'llseethemsoon.

Gift:NoIwont.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatthatmeans.

Gift:ItmeansI'mhavingyoualltomyself

tonight.

Me:Mmm...

Idecreasedthevolume.

Gift:whatdoyouthink?

Me:wellthatwouldbenice.

Gift:isthatyousaying"yes?"

Me:Yes.

Gift:Laterthen.

Me:Iloveyou.



Gift:Iloveyoutoobaby.

Webothhungupand5minuteslater,the

uncleswereoutside.Thenegotiationswent

prettywellandGiftwashappy.Webothwere.

HecametofetchMeataround17:30.

Gift:Hello.

Me:Heythere.

Gift:Howareyou?

Wekissed.

Me:I'mfine.

Gift:areyou?

Me:Iam.Whereto?

Gift:Somewherenice.

Me:Where?

Gift:somewherenice.

Me:Aren'tyougoingtotellme?



Gift:No.

Me:Youaresomean.

Gift:AmI?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Wellbestrong.

Me:DoIhaveachoice?

Gift:Notreally.

Me:Fine.Drive

Gift:Isthataninstruction?

Me:Ithinkitis.

Gift:whowearsthepantsinthisrelationship?

Me:Wellwebothwearingpantsnow.

Helaughed

Gift:Askmenicely.

Me:Babypleasestartdriving.

Gift:That'showyoudoit.



Irolledmyeyes.

Gift:Youtoo

Me:Haveyoudecidedonthecolorsyouwant

forthewedding.

Hedroveoff

Gift:No.

Me:Why?

Gift:it'syourwedding.

Me:Andit'snotyours?

Gift:YouknowwhatImean.

Me:NoIdon't.

Hesighed.

Gift:WhatI'msayingis...you'llbethronethat

everyonewillbelookingatyou..

Me:Us

Gift:Baby..



Me:No.Youplanningthiswithme.

Gift:Isthisanotherinstruction?

Me:Yes!NowIam.Thisisourwedding.

Gift:ButIdon'tknowanythingaboutweddings.

Me:WellsodoI.Myweddingwasplannedby

thatauntofmine.

Gift:Okayfine

Me:good.

Gift:anythingelseMa'am?

Me:No.

Gift:Yousure?

Me:Onehundredpercentsure.

Gift:Doinformmeifthere'sanythingelseokay?

HewasteasingmeandIpunchedhimlightlyon

hisshoulder.

Gift:Thathurts



Me:asitshould.

Webothlaughedandhedroveallthewayto

Graskop.Averynicesecludedlodge/resort.

Me:youwanttokeepmehere?

Gift:TillMondayyes.

Me:WellIdon'tmind.Thisplaceisbeautiful.

Gift:Likeit?

Me:Alot.Itisstunning.

Wehadaverybeautifultimethere.Ididn'twant

togobackhomeonMonday.Hehadtoforce

metoleavetheroom.

Me:Yousurewecan'taddafewmoredays?

Gift:Imsure.

Me:why?

Gift:Cozweneedtogotowork.

Me:Right.



Gift:We'llcomeback.

Me:Iknowwewont.

Gift:Whydoyousaythat?

Me:Cozknowingyou,you"llwantustogotoa

betterplace.

Gift:True.Andthat'snotabadthingright?

Me:wellno.

Gift:canweleavenow?

Me:Iguessso

Wecheckedoutandhittheroad.Onthewayhe

gotacallfromhisoffice.Apparentlysomething

wasupsowedecidedtostopthere.

Gift:Willyoubefinehere?

Me:Yes.

Gift:I'lltellthemtocomegetyouadrink...

Me:I'mfine.



Gift:Yousure?

Me:yes.

Gift:I'llbeback..

Me:Okaybabe.

Igotamagazinetoreadandabout20-25

minuteslater,myphonerang.

Me:Hello.

"Hey"

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Kana:Iheardtheywerepayinglobolaforyouon

Saturday.

Me;Yeahso?

Kana:Mustfeelproud.

Me:Idoactually..Nothingbeatsgettingmarried

totheoneyoutrulylove.

Kana:Isit?



Me:Yes.

Kana:WellIwantmykids.

Me:Wellgoodluckwiththat.Ihavefullcustody

remember?

Kana:TshiamoyouforgethowpowerfulIam

don'tyou?

Me:Wellyouforgetthatyouforgedmy

signatureandthatmykidswitnessedyoubeat

meupright?

Itwassilent...

Me:tryme!TrymeKananelo.

Kana:Thosearemykids.

Me:it'seitherjailorcustodycase.Youdecide.
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Hewasquietforafewseconds.

Kana:Tshiamo...



Me:No.Fuckyou.FuckyouKananelo.Yousaid

mykidsaren'tyours.Andyouright...Theynot.

I'llgetarestrainingorderforyouthistimeifyou

keepbotheringme.I'mgettingtiredofyour

nonsense.

Kana:Thosearemy...

Me:Gotohell.

Ihungupandblockedthenumbershecalled

mewith.Iwasn'tgoingtolethimgettome.I

continuedreadingthemagazineandGiftcame

backafter30minutes.

Gift:Let'sgobaby.

Me:Done?

Gift:YesIam.

Me:Sorted?

Gift:Yesma'am.

Igotupandhelockedhisoffice.



Gift:Areyoufine?

Me:Canwegettothecarfirst?

Gift:Okay

Hetookmyhandandledmeouttothecar.

Gift:Talktome.

Isighed.

Gift:Can'tbegood.

Me:Kananelo.

Gift:OhFuckman!Whatnow?

Me:hesaidhewantstofightforcustody

Helaughed.

Gift:IsKananelohighonsomething?Whatdoes

hesmoke?Ratpoison?

Me:WellIhavenoidea.

Gift:Thatshouldn'tstressyouout

Me:Youthink?



Gift:Trustme.

Me:Webothknowhowpowerfulheis..

Gift:Someofusaremorepowerfulthanheis.

Hestartedtheignition.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Gift:Itmeansourkidswillstaywithus.Stop

stressing.

Me:Okay.

Gift:Hungry?

Me:Forwhat?

Heblushed.

Gift:Food

Me:Abit.

Gift:Yourfavorite?

Me:Yesplease.

Wewenttositinatmyfavoriterestaurantand



after2hours,wenttofetchour4kidsatDad's.

Asusual,OraandTumiwerehappytoseeGift

andmytwogirlswerehappythatIwasback.

Thabsi:Welcomebackmoms.

Me;Thankyoubaby.Howwasyourstayhere?

Nokuthula:Perfect.

Me:wasit?

Thabsi:Yes.

Me:Wellit'stimetogohome.Gogetyourbags

Noku:Granddadwon'tlikethat.

Sheloveddad.Theygotonsowell.Itwas

amazinghowweallblendedin,likewewere

justonehappyfamily.Dadlovedthefactthat

hehadtwomoregranddaughterswhichMeant,

hehadmorekidstospoil.

Me:Wellyourgrandfatherneedstobestrong

cozI'mtakingmykidswith.



Thabsi;Dowehavetogohome?

Me:Yes

Nokuthula:cantyoufetchustomorrowmoms?

Me:no.

Thabsi:That'snotnice.

Me:That'sverynice..Gogetyourthingsinthe

meantime.Iwanttogotalktoyour

grandfather..

Thabsi:Okay

Iwenttofinddadwhowaswithhisson-in-law.

Me:Daddy.

Dad:Lily.Howareyou?

Me:IthinkI'mfine.

Dad:Think?

Me:I'mjusttiredthat'sall.

Dad:Whenareyoutwogettingengagement



rings.Thiselasticbandandwoolbusinessgets

tome.

Welaughed.

Gift:soonTimer.

Dad:andhaveyoutwodecidedwhenyou'llhave

thewedding?

Gift:Wedecidedthatwegoingtohavethegift

exchangeceremonyfirstandwe'lltakeitfrom

there.

Dad:Wiseone.

Me;Sowethinkingofhavingitin2to3weeks.

Dad:Sosoon.

Me:Thesoonerthebetterdad.

Dad:can'twaittogetmarried?

Me:wellIamgettingtotheoneIreallylovethis

time.Noarrangednonsense.

Dad:youlookhappy



Me:IAmhappy.

IsaidlookingatGift.

Dad:takecareofmydaughter,son.

Gift:Iwilltimer.

Me:Heisdad.

Dad:okaySpokesperson.

Welaughed.

Me:I'mgoingtoseeMumandGran.

Dad:okaythen.

IleftdadwithhissonandwenttoseePriscilla

andGran.Theywerealreadyplanningmy

weddingandallIdidwaslistentothem.Ilet

thembecozIknewIwasn'tgoingtogowithall

theyweresaying.Iwasn'thavingit.Atall.We

drovebackafterDinnerandthekidswentto

baththenstraighttobed.

Me:Aren'tyoucomingtobed?



Iaskedaftertakingmyshower.

Gift:Inaminute

Me:Yourminuteisanhour.Comeon.

Gift:thatsnottrue

Me:babycometobed.

Gift:Rightbehindyou.

Hewasrightbehindme.

Me:SoNombuTextedme

Gift:ohNo.

Me:SinceImissedthatSpadatethingyandwe

missedthelunchtheyinvitedusto,she'shaving

adinnerthing.

Gift:WhatisitwithNombuandDinners/

lunchesandallofthat?

Me:Youknowhowsheis..SheandSthearethe

glue..



Gift:Finewe'llgo.OnlycozNombu'sanice

personandwecan'tkeepdisappointingher.

Me:Andshe'smymaidofhonor.

Gift:Yesthattoo.

Me:Youknowwhoyourbestmanis?

Gift:myson.Boyza.

Me:youserious?

Gift:whynot?

Me:babyhe'sthepageboy.

Gift:Tshia,let'scrossthatbridgewhenyouget

therecozIfeellikeyougoingtocontrolme.

Ilaughed

Me:NoI'mnot.

Gift:Yesyouare.

Me:NoI'mnot.

Gift:yesyouare..



Me:Goodnight.

Webothgiggledandsnuggledtillwebothfell

asleep.Thenextfewdayswerehecticand

WhenFridaycame,Iwasabitemotionalcozit

wasmylastdayatwork.Theythrewmea

farewellpartyandwhencameknockofftime,it

washardsayingbyetomyteamsbutwe

promisedtostayintouchandtheywere

definitelygettinginvitestomywedding.The

kidsweregoingtoMymotherinlaw'sforthe

weekend

G'smum:Tshia,Ihaveafewideasforthe

wedding

Me:Mama,we'vedecidedthatwe'llhavethe

giftexchangeceremonyfirstsoweplanon

callingameetingwiththeelderssoon.

G'smum:OhThat'salsoperfect.Iwantyouto

havemyweddingdress.

Gift:Ohnonono!Ma,I'llbuymywifeadress.



Ipinchedhim.

G'smum:Tshia,we'lltalkaboutthisokay?I

wantyoutohavemydress.Youaremyfirst

son'swifeandI'vebeenkeepingitforhiswife.

Gift:Thabogotmarried,whydidntyougiveitto

hiswife?

G'smum:He'snotmyfirstson..andstayoutof

thisGift

Hekeptquiet

Me:I'llcometomorrowmaforthefitting.

G'smum:Thankyoumychild.

Gift:Byemama.

G'smum:Byeyoulittledevil.

GiftandIlaughed,wenttosaybyetothekids.

Tumelowashavingthetimeofhislife.Why?

Oneword.Dogs!Orawasexcitedcozsheand

mymuminlawalwaysdidthegardentogether

soshealwayslookedforwardtothat.And



they'dalwaysbragabouttheirgrannytelling

themstories.Nowthat'ssomethingthefourof

themliked.Yes.Thabsiincluded,itdidn'tmatter

howoldshewas,Gran'sstoriesalwayshit

home.Fromthein-law'swedrovestraightto

Nombu's.Shewasexcitedtoseeusthoughwe

werelate.Theotherswereeatingstarters.

Kananelowaswithhiswife.Giftgreetedthem

withhisattentiontoSthe.HewantedStheto

payhimhismoney..somebettheyhad.

Amanda:Congratulationsguys.

Gift:On?

Mora:Thenegotiations.

Me:Thanks

Kat:Sowhen'sthewedding.

Me:soon.

Thembi:Ihaveafewideasonthebridesmaids

dresses.Iwouldliketosharethemwith...



Me:UmmmThembi?

Thembi:Yesfriend?

Me:OnlyNombugetstobethemaidofhonor

honor,myyoungestdaughterasmypagegirl.

I'vedecidedtousemytwosistersandmy

daughtersasmybridesmaids.I'llsendyouguys

theinvitesthough.

Kana:Mustbenice.You'vealreadytaken

decisions.Youwantmykidstobepartofyour

stupidwedding.

Gift:Youneedtochill.

Bongani:Gents...

Gift:Justafewweeksbackyouwantedtests

doneonthosekidsandtodayyouclaimthey

areyours?Kananeloyouneedtogrowup.You

failedasafatheradmititandletmenwho

knowthatachildneedsbothparentsdothe

workforyou.Growthefuckupandfocuson

yourownfamily.I'mgettingtiredofyour



nonsense.Don'tmakemesendyoutoanearly

grave!
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Me:Ithinkweshouldleave.

Gift:No.Westaying..Nombuinvitedus.

Hiswordwasfinal.Kananelowasquiet.

Seipati:Weshouldleave.

Gift:Smartestthingyou'veeversaidsinceyou

wreckedanotherwoman'shome.

Asifhehadn'twreckedmywreckedhome.

Gift:Tellyourhusbandtostayawayfrommy

childrenorelseyou'llbeawidow.

Seipati:let'sgoKananelo.

Hegotupandtheyleft.Wecarriedonasif

nothinghadhappened.Realquick.

Me:Didyoujustreallydothat?



Isaiditsoftly,almostgiggling.Onlyheheard

me.

Gift:enjoyyourself.

Me:wellIplanondoingjustthat..I'mgoingto

getmoreofthese.

Gift:Slowdownonthat

Me:no.

Gift:Babyyougoingtogetdrunk.

Me:It'saFriday.

Gift:Doesn'tgiveyouarighttoturnIntoa

drunkard

Igiggled.

Me:Taste.

Gift:Iknowit'ssweet.

Me:Babyjusthaveasip.

Gift:no.



Me:DontmakemeforceitDownyourthroat.

Hegiggledandhadasip.

Me:And?

Gift:Notbad

Me:Niceright?

Gift:no.

Me:Then?

Gift:it'snotmycupoftea.

Me:wellI'mgoingtodrinkthis

Hesmiled

Gift:Doyoueverlisten?

Me:No.

Gift:Babydon'tdrinktoomuchofthat.Itsnot

healthy,youknow...

Me:NoIdon'tknow

Webothlaughed.



Gift:Justlistentomeplease.

Me:Fine

Gift:Thankyou.

Me:Ineversayanythingwhenyoudrinkbeer.

Gift:Idon'toverdrink.

Me:mmm...

Gift:DoI?

Me:Idon'tknow.I'mgoingtohelpNombuin

thekitchen.

Gift:okaybabe.

IlefthimandwenttofindNombu.

Me:Needhelp?

Nombu:No.Everything'sfine.

Me:Sure?

Nombu:Yes.Youlookhappy.

Ifeltmyselfblush.



Me:Iamhappy..

Nombu:Icansee.

Me:IfIcanjustgetKananelooffmyback.

Nombu:YouDon'tthinkGiftdidagoodjob?

Me:Hemightcomeback.

Nombu:Okaytrue.Youjustneverknowwhat's

goingoninhishead

Me:exactly.

Nombu:Iunderstand.Butdon'tstressaboutit.

Me:Hardnotto.He'stryingtogetintomyway

ofhappiness.

Nombu:Exactly!Don'tlethim.

Isighed.

Nombu:Giftlovesyou.Youlovehim.Focuson

that.

Me:Youareactuallyright..



Nombu:Asalways.

Ilaughed.

Me:CanIhavemoreofthis?

Nombu:Youtipsyaren'tyou?

Me:JustonemoreNombu..

Nombu:youaregoingtogetdrunk.

Me:Justrefillmyglasspleasehostess!0

Sheshookherheadanddid

Me:Thisisnice.

Nombu:Andismakingyoudrunk..

Me:ByeNombu.

DinnerwentwellandwhenIgothome,Iwent

straighttobed.Thenextmorning,Ihadavery

heavyhead.Iwasreallyexhausted

Me:Didyouundressme?

Gift:Someonehadto.



Me:Thanksbabe.

Gift:Here.

Me:tomatojuice?

Gift:Drinkup

Ididanddrankupthecoldwaterhebroughtme.

Me:Ineededthat.

Gift:Iaskedyoutonotgetdrunk..

Me:Iwasn'tdrunk.

Gift:Baby..

Me:WasImisbehaving?

Gift:No.

Me:Okay.

Gift:It'snothealthy.

Me:Idrinkoccasionally..

Gift:Andpleaseletitbethat.

Me:yesdad..



Hegiggled

Gift:I'mjusttryingtokeepyouyoungand

beautiful.

Me:WellthankyouforthatMrKunene.

Gift:It'sapleasureMrsKunene.Wanttojoin

meforashower?

Me:Yougoingtokeepyourhandstoyourself?

Gift:No

Me:Let'sgothen

Hedidn'tkeephishandstohimselfasstated

andwewentonandonandontillwewereboth

tired.Startedintheshower,bedandweended

uponthecarpetonthefloor.

Gift:CanIkeepyoulockedinhere?

Me:NoIhavetomeetupwithWinnie.

Gift:soWinnieismoreimportant?

Igiggled



Me:Don'tyoudare

Gift:I'masking

Me:Todaysheis.

Gift:Babyyouserious?

Me:yes

Gift:Ican'tbelievethis

Me:Believeit

Iwenttotakeanotherquickshowerandgot

readytomeetupwithWinniebutbeforeIcould

evengrabmykeysandbag,dadcalledand

requestedameeting.HetoldustoaskGift's

mumtogiveusthekidsforjust2hoursandI

alsohadtoreschedulethe"dressfitting"

appointmentIhadwithmymotherinlawas

wellasmydatewithWinnie.OraandTumelo

werehappytoseeGift...asusualandwhenwe

gottodad's,wefiguredoutwhydadhadcalled

us.



Gift:Heregoesnothing.

Me:youcansaythatagain.Let'sgobabies.

Weallwalkedin,greetedandwaitedfordad.

OraandTumeloweresittinginbetweenGift

andI.Notoneofthemwenttogreettheirfather

Dad:Kananelowantshiskids.

Me:Kananelodoesn'thavekidswithmeand

honestlydad,I'mgettingtiredofthis.He'sa

bitteroldmanthatneedstofocusonhisnew

familyandleaveusalone.He'sgottwokids

withhiswife,heneedstoleaveminealone.

Dad:wellthat'snotyourdecisiontomakecozif

youdothatthesekidsmightendupresenting

you.

Me:Idoubt.

Dad:Tshia,holdon.

Heturnedhisattentiontomykidswhowerenot

evenlistening,theywereplayinggameson



Gift'sphone.

Dad:Rats.

Gift:Grandpaistalkingtoyou.

TheyliftedtheireyesfromthephonewhichI

tookandlocked

Ora:YesGrandpa?

Dad:wouldyouliketospendsometimewith

yourdad?

OralookedatKanaandslowlyshookherhead.

Shehadtearsinhereyeswhichmeantshe

hadn'tforgottenaboutwhathedid.Shewasn't

goingto.Shehadanelephant'smemoryandin

allhonesty,shewasn'toneanymoreofcourse

she'drememberstuffandcryaboutthingsthat

her.Shewashumantoo

Dad:youDon'twantto?

Ora:Nograndpa

Mystepmothertookheroutsidetocomforther



cozshecouldseeitwasbecomingtooheavy

onher.Tumelowasstillnothavingit.Hejust

wantedthephonefromme.Beinga2yearold!

Dad:andIguessI'dbewastingmytimeasking

Tumeloright?

Me:babywouldyouliketospendtimewithyour

father?

Tumelo;HemadeOracrynowandhepushed

heraway.NoTshia.
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Me:Tshepangdon'tdothat.

Tshepang:I'msorry.

Me:putaverynicecolorokay?

Tshepang:Iam

Me:Good.



Nolo:Youaresuchatease.

Me:AmI?

Resego:Yes.Sochilled.

Me:Wouldn'tyoubeifyouweregettingmarried

totheloveofyourlife?

Nombu:I'dbenervousashell

Me:Notme

Iwasexcited,Iwasglowing,IwashappyandI

wasn'tforced.That'swhatmadeitmore

beautiful.Sobeautiful.

Tshepang:Closeyoureyes

Idid.Shewasmakingmelookpretty.Whenshe

wasdone,Nombudecidedshewantedtotoast.

Nombu:ToHappiness!

"Tohappiness"weallsaid.

Nombu:Ready?

Me:YesIam.



Tshepang:ShouldIgotellthemyouready?

Me:Yes.

Tshepang:okay.

Ilookedinthemirrorandtookadeepbreath.

Resego:youlookstunningsis.

Me:Thankyoumysis.

Resego:Gogethim.

WebothlaughedcozIalwayssaidthattothem

everytimetheytoldmeabouttheircrushes.

Tshepang:Let'sgoLadies!

Shewasback.

Tshepang:Dad'swaitingoutside.

Me:Okay

Theyalllookedbeautiful.OrawaswithGift.She

hadabsolutelynotimeformummy.Iwas

hopingshewasn'teatingsweetswherevershe

was.TheyallleftandItookadeepbreath



beforeIcouldstepout.Dadwaswaitingforme

atthereceptionareaofthevenue.

Dad:youlookBeautifulLily.

Me:Thankyoudaddy.

Dad:Ready?

Me:Yes

Dad:let'sgo

WesteppedoutandsignalledatTshepangto

makewaydowntheaisle.Whenthelastwalked

down,dadandIsteppedintosightand

everyonegotup.Iwalkeddowntomyyummy

onewithAnthony's"pointofitall"hisfavorite.

Helookedsogood.Anentiresnack.Wesmiled

ateachotherandIcouldn'twaitfordadtohand

meovertohim.

Dad:takecareofher.

Gift:Always.

Dad:BegoodtohimLily.



Me:I'lltry.

Dad:Doit.

Wegiggledandthepastorsbeganthe

ceremony.

Pastor:Wouldyoutwoliketosayyourown

vows

Webothnodded

Pastor:Tshia?

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:Ineverthoughtsomethingthatstartedout

sosillywouldturnintosuchabeautifulthing.

Withyou,I'matpeace,youknowhowtohandle

meatworst,knowhowtobringoutthebestin

me.You'vebroughtmesomyhappinessandI

vowtotakecareofyouatyourworst,I'llbeby

yoursidewhenyouneedme.Ipromisetobea

goodwifetoyouandagreatmothertoourkids.

Iloveyousomuch.



HewasabittearyandIemphasizeon"abit".

HesmiledwhenIwasdone.

Pastor:Gift?

Heclearedhisthroat.

Gift:letmestartoffbysayingIloveyouso

much.LovedyoufromtheveryfirstdayIsaw

you.IvowtoloveyoumorethanIloveyounow,

tokeepprotectingyou,Ivowtokeepyouhappy,

tokeepyouglowing.Ipromisetobethebest

fatherIcanbetoourkids.Ivowtodealwithall

yourcrazyways.

Weallgiggled.

Gift:tobepatientwithyouatalltimesandto

submittoyouasyousubmittome.Iloveyou

somuchmylove.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Wedidn'tevenletthepastorfinishhis"you

maykissthebride"statement.Wewerejust



happythatweweremarried.Noku,Oraand

Tumelohadclosedtheireyesforthatpart.We

hadaphotoshootafterthematrimonial,wentto

changeforreception.

Gift:Enjoyingyourday?

Me:Iam.

Gift:WellI'mgladyouare.

Me:Thisisperfect.

Gift:Thoughtofahoneymoondestination

Ishookmyhead.

Gift:Ihaveafewplaces

Me:Really?SomethingI'dlike?

Gift:definitely.

Me:private?

Gift:Definitely.

Me:Hot?



Gift:yes.

Me:I'mdownforit.

Gift:I'lllayoutmyoptionsandyou'lldecide

Me:Okay

Theycalledusupforourfirstdanceanditwas

beautiful.IrememberedthatIdidn'tevenhave

onewiththemanIoncecalledmyhusband.

Theexperiencewasverydifferent.Very

beautiful.Thenextdaywasourtraditionalat

Gift'shouse

Nombu:And?

Me:Andwhat?

Nombu:Youreadytostartanewlifewithhim?

Me:Ihavehisringonmyfingeralready.

Nombu:AndboyamIglad!Ididn'tunderstand

thiswoolandelasticbandbusiness.

Welaughed



Me:Itwascute.

Nombu:Ridiculous!

Me:No.

Nombu:Itwas.

Me:Ohwhatever!

Nombu:Let'sgetyoutotheIn-laws.

Me:Please

Nombu:Let'sgo.

MyfamilyandfriendsaccompaniedtoGift's.

WinnieandMikeywerethereaswell.Ofcourse!

Thosetwoweremyrideordie'salthoughIwas

alwaysbusyforthem.Mikeymademevowthat

I'dneverdothattothemagain.Another

beautifuldayandthenextMonday,wedecided

togobacktoourhouse.Mymotherinlaw

wantedthekidstospendthenexttwoweeks

withher.Giftwasobviouslyagainstitbutwe

hadahoneymoontoplan.



Gift:Soyoureallyletmumtakethem?

Me:Baby,wearealwayswiththem.Youknow

theylovebeingatGran's.

Gift:Iknowthatbutstill.

Me:letthosekidsbe.Wehaveahoneymoonto

planbutfornow...

Isatnexttohim.

Me:Husbanddutiesdearsir.

Isaidtakingoffmyshoes.

Gift:Justlikethat?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Noteven72hours?

Me:ofcourse.

Gift:Thisisabuse.

Me:oh?

Gift:Youdontthinkitis.



Me:No.Doyouknowwhatabuseis?

Gift:Dotell.

Me:Abuseismebeingbig,havingswollenfeet,

missingworkandstrugglingtowalkcozyou

carryingalifeinsideofyou.

Gift:That'sblackmail.Besides,younotcarrying

alifeyet.

Iclearedmythroatandpassedhimthetests

Me:Iam.2weeks.
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Gift:What?

Hehadasmileonhisface.

Gift:Areyouserious?

Me:Iam.

Heputmyfeetdownandcameupmyfaceto

kissme.Hewasecstatic.Iwashappyhewas



becauseIthoughthewasgoingtofreakout

andIwasscaredthatmaybethetimingwasn't

right.

Gift:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Hewastouchingmybelly.

Me:Iwasscaredyou'dfreakout.

Gift:Me?Freakout?

Me:andthatthetimingwasn'tright.

Gift:Thetimingisperfect.

Me:Really?

Gift:absolutely.Doyouknowthegenderyet?

Igiggled.

Me:2weeksbaby.2weeks.

Helaughed.

Gift:I'msorry.

Me:Yoursonogram.



Gift:You'vealreadybeentothedoctor?

Me:OnFridaywhileIwasrunningthewedding

errands.

Gift:Iseverythingfine?

Me:Everything'sperfect.

Gift:thankyou.

Me:For?

Gift:Bringingmesomuchhappiness.

Me:Andyouhavetoo.

Gift:HaveI?

Inodded.

Me:Icansafelysayyouaremyuniverseand

everythingInit.

Heblushed.

Gift:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby.Nowcanyoumassage



myfeet?

Gift:Yesma'am.

Hestarteddoingwhathewassupposetodo.

Me:Sotellme...

Gift:OhNo.

Igiggled.

Gift:Whatisit?

Me:Justlisten.

Gift:everytimeyousay"sotellme..."Iknowit's

goingtoendupinafight

Me.Noitdoesn't.

Gift:Yesitdoes.

Me:Babypleaselisten.

Gift:Okay.

Me;Whatareyouhopingfor?

Gift:Whatdoyoumean?



Me;ImeanGenderwise.

Gift:WellIhopeit'saboy.

Me:Nothopingit'sagirl?

Gift:No.IhavemorefunwithTumelothanIdo

withthegirls.

Me:SoyouloveTumelomore?

Gift:NoallI'msayingis,Tumelodoesn'tabuse

me.

Me:Whydoyouclaimyoubeingabused?

Gift;ButIam.ThabsihasmademeherATM,

Nokuthulahasmademeherchauffeurand

there'sOrawhomakesmebabysitdollsand

alwaystriesoutmakeuponmyface.

Ilaughed.

Me:don'tmakeitsoundsobad.

Gift:Itis

Me:it'sbeingaparent.



Gift:Theydon'tdothattoyou.

Me:Welltheychosenotto.

Gift:why?

Me:Idon'tknowbaby.

Gift:CozwhentheyseemetheyseeaDisney

character.

Igiggled.

Me:I'mnotgoingtosayanything.

Gift:Cozyouontheirside.

Me:No.

Gift:Yes.

Me:No.Soyoutellingmethatifthisisagirl

youwon'tloveherasmuch?

Gift:YoutwistingMywords.

Me:Howso?

Gift:IsaidI'mhopingit'saboy.



Me:Right.

Gift:Don'tbesad.

Me:Kindofhardnotto

Gift:Don'tletyourhormonesplaywithyou

please.

Me:Ihopeit'sagirl.

Heshookhisheadandlaughed.

Gift:Baby,Iwon'tloveheranyless.

Me:Youwill

Gift:YouseewhatImean?

Me:Aboutwhat?

Gift:Aboutyour"Sotellme"Itoldwegoingto

endupfighting

Me:I'mnotfightingwithyou.

Gift:youare.

Me:leavemyfeetalone.



Gift:Yousee?

Me:youboypreferringhusband.

Helaughedandletmego.

Gift:Thisisgoingtobealongone.Iloveyou.

Me:Idon'tcare.I'mgoingtotakeabath.

Gift:canIjoinyou?

Me:No.

Gift:babe...

Me:nostaythere.

Gift:Domeafavorokay?

Ifoldedmyarms.

Gift:Don'tyoueversay"sotellme"againtome

okay?

Istoppedmyselffromlaughing.

Me:Iwon't.

Gift:good.



Igotupfromthecouchandmadewaytothe

bathroom,heusedtheotherbathroomtotake

hisshowerandwesleptearlierthanusual.We

weretired.Thenextday,Iwokeupfeelingvery

sick.Thenauseagottome.EverythingI'ddrink

oreat,cameback.

Gift:doyouneedthedoctor?

Me:I'llbefine.YourCologneSmellshorrible.

Gift:ButIalways...

Igavehimadirtylook.Icouldn'teven

understandwhathadchanged.TheoneIwas

carryingwasprobablywaitingforustotiethe

knotbeforeheorshecouldmakemesickand

moody.

Gift:I'llgiveitup.

Me:Thankyou.

Gift:youneedtoseethedoctor.

Me:I'llbefine.



Gift:yousureyoudon'tneedsomethingforthe

nausea?

Me:I'mfine.Ijustneedtogototheoffice

Gift:Office?

Me:Yesbaby,IhaveafewdocumentsIneedto

fetchandI'llbeback.

Gift:now?

Me:Yes.Ijustwanttoworkthroughthem

beforewedecidewewanttoleave.

Gift:youareworkingadayafterYourwedding?

Me:Baby,I'llbebackokay?

Gift:Besafeokay?

Me:I'mjustgoingtotheoffice

Gift:youstilldon'tlikeyournewcolleagues?

Me:Notheyhavenoetiquettewhatsoever.They

areveryunprofessional.

Gift:Youhaveaproblemwitheveryone.



Me:NoIdon'tinfact...

Therewasaknock.

Me:expectinganyone?

Gift:no.I'llgetit.

Me:Okay.

HedidandIheardhimaskWhattheperson

wantedandIheadedtothedoor.

Me:Whatisitnow?

Kana:I'mnotheretofight

Gift:Then?

Kana:CanIcomein?

Gift:sure.

Hedid.

Kana:Iknowit'sabeenmonthandabout3

weekssincethatmeetingwehadwiththe

childrenandI'veacceptedthatI'vebeena

horriblefathertothem.Iaccepttheirrejection



towardsmeandGift,Youareabettermanthan

Iam.

Me:Thatgoeswithoutsaying.

Kana:Fairenough.I'dliketothankyoufor

acceptingmykidsasyours.I'veneverseen

TumeloashappyasheisWhenhe'swithyou.

Tshia,I'msorryIhurtyouandourdaughter.I

shouldn'thavedonewhatIdidbutit'stoolate

now.IguesswhatI'mtryingtosayis,I've

acceptedthatyouarenolongermine,thatI've

accepteddefeatandthatdespiteeverything

thathappened,Ireallywishyouboththebestof

luck.Youlookveryhappytogetherandallthe

best.Iguessit'struewhattheysay...oneman's

trashreallyisanotherman'streasure.
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Gift:Youcanleavenow.

Kana:Giftboy,can'twe...



Gift:Leavenow.

Kana:Okay.

Gift:Sho.

Heslowlygotupfromthechair

Kana:ByeTshia

Me:Bye.

Iwantedhimoutofmyhouse.Icouldn'tstand

himanymore.Hemademeangry.Soangry.

Seeinghisfacebroughtbackbadmemories.He

hadwipedoffeverygoodhehaddoneformy

sisterandI,andwheretherewasloveforhim,it

hadcompletelyturnedintohate.Itturnedinto

hatethedayheputhishandsonMe,thedayhe

saidhiskidsweren'this.Thedayhepushedmy

daughterfromhim.Everyboneinmehatedhim

andalthoughitwasn'thealthy,Iwasplanning

onkeepingitthatway.Forgood.

Gift:Areyougood?



Me:Pleaseaccompanymetotheoffice.

Gift:Okay..

Hechangedhisshoesandwedroveout.

Me:Youthinkhewasgenuine?

Gift:Yes

Me;Really?

Gift:Hewasoncemyfriend.Bestfriend.

Me:Okay..

Gift:Youdon'tthinkhewas?

Me:No.

Gift:Why?

Me:Idon'ttrusthim.

Gift:fairenough

Me:Butanyway

Gift:Ismysonstillfine?

Hesaidtouchingmybelly



Me:whatifit'sagirl?

Gift:nah

Me:Oh?

Gift:I'mcertainitsaboy..

Me:I'vebookedadoctor'sappointmentfor

tomorrow

Gift:Whyisthereanythingwrong?

Me:No.Justtodoublecheckifeverythingis

fineandifwegoodtogo.

Gift:Makessense..

Me:Yessir.

Gift:Sureabouttheplace?

Me:yes.

Gift:Sure?

Me:Iam.

Gift:Don'twanttotakeyoutoaplaceyouwon't



like

Me:I'msure..

Gift:onemorethingplease...

Me:yesbaby?

Gift:pleasecontrolyourmoods

Me:Don'tstartwithmeplease.

Iwasalreadyannoyed.Iturnedthevolumeup

andlookedout.hedidn'tsayanythinguntilwe

gottotheoffice.

Gift:Wehere.

Me:Thankyou.I'llbeback.Inexactly10.

Gift:Okaybaby.

Iwalkedrightinandeveryonewassurprised

thatIwasatwork,Igotthedocuments,

checkedmyemails,respondedtosomeandI

wasoutagain.

Me:Hungry?



Gift:notreally

Me:Iam.

Gift:whatdoyoufeellike?

Me:Mam'Paulina'smoguduwithprobably

chickenfeetonthesideandthatchickenbreast

saladshemakes

Gift:Youdon'tlikechickenfeet.

Me:Ntandolet'snotfightplease

Gift:fine..Iapologize.

Me:Canwego?

Gift:Okay

Weheadedbacktothehouseandwewentto

buymyfood.Ibroughtitallbackafterdrinking

juice.

Gift:Babyareyoufine?

Me:BabyIam..

Gift:You'vebeenrunningupanddownsince



8am.

Me:I'llbefine.

Isaidusingthemouthwashforthehundredth

timealready.

Gift:Can'tIgetyousomething?

Me:Wellinmostpharmaciesitneedstobe

prescribed.I'mgoingtothedoctor,I'llaskher

tomorrow.

Gift:Fairenough.

Helookedworried.

Me:Iwasborntogothroughthis..I'llbefine.

Gift:it'sagirlnow

Ilaughed.

Me:Ohyou'vechangedyourmindnow?

Gift:Moodswingsandnauseagiveitaway.

Ilaughedagain.



Me:idiot!

Gift:Stillmarriedme.

Me:CozI'mtheonlyonewhocanhandleyou.

Gift:Lies

Me:Not

Gift;Nolovethere?

Me:andthattoo.

Gift:Ithoughtasmuch.

Mynotificationtonewentoff.ItwasNombuas

usual.

Me:SoNombuinvitedmetoaspadate

tomorrow..

Gift:Tomorrow?

Me:AndshesaysIcantsaynocozitsapost-

weddinggift

Gift:Ithinkyouneedit



Me:youthink?

Gift:Yes

Me:Butthere'saspawherewegoingto

Hegiggled

Gift:weleavedayaftertomorrow.Gohavefun

withyourbestfriend

Me:Wanttojoin?

Gift:No.I'mgoingtoseemysontomorrow.

Me:Theappointmentwehavewiththethe

doctorisat9andNombusaysIshouldbethere

at11:30

Gift:Perfect.

Me:Ihopeyounotgoingtotellmumtonottake

Tumelotoschooltomorrow..

Gift:That'sexactlywhatI'mgoingtodo.

Me:Gift!

Gift:Nobabystopit.Focusonyournausea



Me:Youdidthis.Actinglikeyouhadnohandin

this

Gift:Webothdidthis.

Me:whatever

Wespentthedaychilling,mymoodswingsgot

betterbutnotthenausea.ThechildIwas

carryingwasgoingtobethedeathofme.The

nextmorning,wewenttoseemydoctorand

everythingwasfine.Giftwasexcitedyoucould

tellinthewayhewasaskingquestions.He

askedmorethanIdid.Evenwantedthegender

butobviouslyitwastooearlyforthat.Hedrove

metothespaafterwehadbreakfastandluckily,

thenauseawasbetter.Iwashappytoseemy

bestfriend,ofcourseshehadinvitedtheother

wivesandSeipatiwastheretoo.Ididn'tmind.

Honestly

Mora:Lookingattheglow.Marriagelifemust

begood.



Me:Itis

Mora:Icantell

Nombu:champagne?

Me:Nojuice.

Amanda:Youshouldbedrinkingasmuchas

youcancozyou'llbedrinkingwhitethingson

yourhoneymoon..

Welaughed

Me:Youaredisgusting..

Thembi:Very

Amanda:YouknowI'mright.

Me:Iactuallyneedthebathroomnow.

Seipati:CanIcomewith?Ineedtopeetoo.

Me:Okay

TheywereallsurprisedbutIwalkedwithherto

thebathroom.Shelookedunhappy.



Seipati:Tshia?

Me:Yesdear?

Seipati:Ishouldn'thavewreckedyourhomeI'm

sorry,Ishouldn'thavetreatedyouthewayIdid

Me:KananelowreckedhisownhomebeforeI

did.Andhonestly,hecametoyouknowinghe

wasmarriedandevenifitweretheotherway

around,itwasgoingtobehisresponsibilityto

tellyouhe'staken.Idon'tblameyouforit

Seipati:AndI'dreallylikeyoutoknowthatIhad

nohandinhimdistancinghimselffromthekids.

Hesaidbecauseyoucheatedthere'sagreat

chancethattheyaren'this.

Me:SeipatiI'moverit.

Seipati:IjustreallyfeelbadTshia.I'mamother

andIknowhowimportantitisthatkidshave

bothparentsintheirlives.It'sjustthatone

cannot,evenforaminute,challengeKananelo



Me:Hehasaholdoveryoudoesn'the?Thefact

thatheprovidesandisthesoleproviderright?

Shekeptquiet.

Me:Talktome.

Sheliftedherdressandshehadbruisesallover

herthighsandjustaboveherbump.

Me:Hehitsyou?

Seipati:I'vecoveredupsomewithmakeupon

myarm

Me:Aspregnantasyouare?

Shehadtearsinhereyes.

Seipati:Itsbeenhappeningsincethedayyou

walkeddowntheaisletogetmarriedtoGift
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Me:What?



Ifeltmyheartbreakintoamillionpieces.No

onedeservedtogothroughthat

Me:Moveout.

Seipati:Isoldmyhouse.

Me:Whywouldyoudothat?

Seipati:hesaidIshould.

Me:relatives?

Seipati:Theylivefar.

Me:Withdrawwhateveramountyouhavein

youraccountthatis,ortransferittoanother.

Makesurehedoesn'treceivethenotifications.

Thenleavewithyourdaughter.

Seipati:Youmakeitsoundsoeasy.

Me:Itis

Seipaiti:Isit?

Me:Itis.Packyourthingsandleaveitwontend

well.



Seipati:Idon'tthinkhe'soveryou.

Me:I'moverhim..Kananeloisacontrolfreak

Seipati:nowIseethat.

Me:dowhatyouthinkisbestforyouokay?

Shenodded

Seipati:Thankyouso....

Myphonerang.

Seipati:Somuch.

Me:Itsokay.Excuseme.

SheleftthebathroomandIansweredmyphone.

Me:Baby?

Gift:Mylove.

Me:Hey.

Gift:stillgood?

Me:Iam.

Gift:ThoughtIshouldcheckonyou.



Me:I'mgood

Gift:Really?

Me:Youdontbelieveme?

Gift:Youknowhowyourmoodsareandthe

nausea.

Me:I'mfine..

Gift:okaythen

Me:withTumelo?

Gift:yesbuthe'ssleeping.

Me:Tumelo?

Gift:yes.

Me:Ishefine?Hehardlysleepsduringtheday.

Gift:heis.ThefirstthingIdidwascheckhis

temperature.Apparentlyhewasupsince5am

withKevin.Youknowhowtheyare.

KevinwasGift'syoungerbrother.Thabo(the

marriedone)wasthesecondborn..



Me:Givehimakissformeplease..

Gift:Iwillbaby.

Me:Thankyoumylove.

Gift:Enjoyingtheretreat?

Me:Haven'tevenbegun.Iwasfeelingpressed.

Gift:You'lltellmeWhentofetchyou

Me:Okaymylove.

Gift:Havefun

Me:Willdo

Gift:ILoveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihungup,washedmyhandsandwenttojoin

theothers.

Nombu:Youokay?

Me:Iam.

Nombu:Really?



Me:Yes.

Nombu:Snack?

Me:no.

Nombu:Nochampagne.Nosnack.What'sup

withyou?

Me:Nothing

Nombu:really?

Me:Yes

Nombu:Talktome.

Theotherladieswerechattinghappily.

Me:Saywhat?

Nombu:Talk!

Me:SoapparentlyI'mpregnant.

Nombu:What?

Shewasexcited.

Nombu:Finallyyoujoinus.Babynumber3.



Ilaughed.

Me:nobabyshowerplease

Nombu:ohno.I'lldefinitelythrowone.

Me:Let'skeepthisbetweenusplease.

Nombu:Why?

Me:please..

Nombu:Okay

Me:Thankyou..

Nombu:IsGifthappy?

Me:He'sexcited.

Nombu:Thisisbyfarthesweetestweddinggift

ever.

Me:youthinkso?

Nombu:Yes.Youdon't?

Me:WellIjustdidn'tthinkthetimingisperfect.

Nombu:Wellitis.



Me:Okayfine.

Itookadeepbreath.

Nombu:everythingisasitshouldbe.

Me:Youareright.

Nombu:Behappy.

Me:Iam.

Nombu:Goodandenjoyyourtreatment.

Me:Okayokayokay.

Nombu:Enjoy!

Me:Let'sdothis.

Wehadaverybeautifultime.I,however,

couldn'twaittobewithmyhusband.Isaidbye

tothegirlsandkissedmyhusbandthemoment

Isawhim

Gift:Hey.

Me:hey.



Gift:Missedme?

Me:Alot.

Gift:Howwasthetreatment?

Me:Neededit..

Gift:now,Nombu'sagoodfriend.

Me:Iknowright?SohowareMykidsdoing?

Gift:Allgood.

Me:Nocomplaints?

Gift:Theydon'tevenMissus.Kevinismaking

suretheyhavingagoodtime.

Me:Wellthat'sgood.

Gift:Itis?

Me:Yes.Wegetmoretimetoourselves.

Gift:Actuallynowthatyouputit....that'sfine.

Me:Exactly.SoIspoketoSeipati.

Hesighed.



Me:Kananelobeatsherup..

Gift:Shame.

Me:Youdon'tfeelsorryforher?

Gift:youknowhowIfeelaboutwomenabuse

butIdontcareaboutSeipati.Shehadahandin

yourunhappiness.

Me:True.

Gift:SoIdon'tcare.Canwedismissthis?

Me:Okay.

Gift:Thankyou

Wediscussedthehoneymoonandwhenwegot

homewepacked..Weplayedalotthatnight

andthenextmorning,wehadtoforce

ourselvesoutofbedtogetreadytoleave.

Me:Babe!

Gift:Imcoming.

Me:Dontforgetmybluebagplease.



Gift:Whereisit?

Me:Bed.Ontopofthebed.

Gift:okay

Me:Thanks!

Gift:WhatelsedoyouneedbeforeIcomethere?

Me:Turnoffthegeysersonthemainswitch!

Wewerescreamingateachother.Iwasmaking

surethehousewasinperfectcondition.

Gift:That'sall?

Me:yes.

Gift:Okay

Justthenhisphonerang.

Me:Gift'sphonehello?

Silence.

Me:Hello!

ThepersonhungupandassoonasIputit



down,atextcamethrough.

"you'vereallyforgottenaboutournightof

passionhaven'tyou?Rememberthosefew

hourswehadbeforeyougothitched?Imiss

you"
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Idecidedtoignorethetext.Iwasgoingto

pretendasifeverythingwasfine.Ihadtokeep

mysanity.Ihadto.

Me:Babe!

Gift:BabyI'mhere.I'mdone

Me:Let'sgo

Gift:goteverything?

Me:Yes

Gift:Okaylet'sgo

Welockedupandwehittheroad.



Gift:Youknowwegoingtogetthereearlyright?

Me:Yescozyousaidwegoingtohave

breakfastfirst.

Gift:Butyou'vealreadyhadbreakfast.Twice.

Me:I'mstillhungry..

Gift:Thatchildisgoingtomakeyoufat.

Me:Andareyougoingtolovemeless?

Gift:Goingtoloveyouevenmore.Imeanyou

bringinghalfofmeintothisworld.Noreasonto

loveyouless.Everyreasontoloveyoumore.

Inodded.

Me:Isee..

Gift:Youdon'tbelieveme?

Me:Ididn'tsaythat.

Gift:Wellyoudon'tsoundconvinced.

Me:ohnoGift.



Gift:Whatisit?

Me:Don'tstartplease.

Iwasgettingirritated.

Gift:Yourmoodshavechanged?

Me:Whosaidso?

Gift:Well,I'mtheonlyoneinthecarwithyou

unlessifthatkidcanalreadyspeak

Ikeptquiettryingnottolosemytemperover

nothing.IwassodramaticbutIcouldn'thelpit

Gift:Wenotonspeakingterms?

Me;WellI'mgoingtobewithyoufor7daysit's

hardnottotalktoyou.

Gift:Let'stalkabouthowwegoingtohandle

yourmoodscozIcan'tdealwiththem.

Me:Really?

Gift:I'veneverdealtwithapregnantwoman

before.YouknowIwasn'tthereforthetwo



babymamas

Me:Soyouwanttodiscussmymoods?

Gift:Wellyes.Idon'twantustoconstantlyfight.

Me:Okay.

Gift:Canwetalk?

Me:Gift,Isaid"okay"

Gift:Okayfine.Howaboutyoukeepyour

moodstoyourself?

Me:Oh?

Gift:CozIdon'tknowhowtohandleyou

Me:okay

Gift:younotsayinganything

Me:whatdoes"okay"mean?

Gift:Ouch.

Isaidthatwithalotofattitudeanddisrespect.

Me:I'msorry.



Gift:SoisthiswhatIhavetodealwith?

Me:BabyI'msorry.

Gift:What'swrong?DidIdoanythingwrong?

Me:No

Gift:Then?

Me:Ijustfeelannoyed

Gift:Atme?

Me:Everything.

Gift:SowhatcanIdotohelp?

Me:nothing.I'llbefine.

Gift:Yousure?

Me:Yes

Gift:Okaythen..

Heleftmealoneandsangalongtoalmost

everysongtheyplayedontheradio.Iwas

thinkingaboutthetextandtryingtofightitoff.



Hewasveryhappy.Veryrelaxed,verycalm.

VeryGiftlike.Hewasatpeace.Youcouldtell.

Whenwegottotheairport,wewenttohave

breakfastforthethirdtimeandoffwewent.

Beautifulplace.Peacefullife.

Me:Beautiful.

Gift:Right?

Me:Verybeautiful.

Gift:Gladyoulikeit..

Me:Ilovethis.Thankyoubaby.

Mymoodhadchanged.Mindyou,Ihadn't

spokentohimintheflight.Iwassleepingmost

ofthetime.

Gift:itsapleasure.Whatdoyouwanttodofirst?

Me:takeabathwithyou.

Gift:then?

Me:Thendowhateveryoufeellikedoing



Gift:okaythen

HeunzippedmydressandIletitfall.Itookoff

hisshirt,unbuttonedhisshortsandletthemfall

too.Wemadeourwaytothebathroom,thetub

filledupquicklyandweweresoonmovingin

rhythm.Hewasmakingsurethatthewater

stayedinthetub.Itfeltsogood.Icouldn'tget

enoughofhim.

Me:Godeeper.

Gift:I'llhavetotakeyouout.

Me:It'sfine.

Hecarriedmysoakingwetselfoutofthetub

andplacedmegentlyonthebed.Thatwasthe

onlytimehewasgentleandafterthat,hewent

asdeepasItoldhimtogo.

Me:Stop!Please!

Iwasheatingup.Icouldn'ttakeitanymore.

Painandpleasure.Iwrappedatowelaroundmy



bodyassoonasIwasn'tunderhimanymore.

Gift:I'msorry.

Me:Thatwasnice

Gift:Butithurt?

Me:inagoodway.

Gift:Tshiatalktome.

Me:About?

Gift:Younotyourself

Me:Iam.

Gift:Baby...

Me:BabyI'mfine..

Gift:Idon'tbelievethat

Me:I'mfinereally.

IgotoneofoversizedshirtsIhadpackedfor

myselfandputiton.

Me:Whatdoyouwanttowear?



Gift:Sweatshorts..

Me:Okay

Itookthemoutforhim.

Me:Here..

Gift:Thankyou.Roomservice?

Me:I'mfine

Gift:Younothungry?

Me:No.

Gift:okay

Heorderedroomservice.Evenforme.

Me:IsaidI'mnothungry

Gift:itsmyjobtomakesureyouwellfed.

Me:I'mnot5

Gift:Whatiswrongwithyou?

Me:Getoffmyback

Gift:noIwon't



Me:Gift!

Gift;Tshiamo.

Me:Getoffmyback

Gift:Imgettingtiredofyourmoodshonestly.

Me:Thenleaveme

Gift:Oh?

Me:Imeanreally,whatamIexpectedtodo?Is

itmyfaultthatpregnantwomenhavemood

swings?

Heraisedhiseyebrows.Shocked

Gift:okay

Igrabbedchocolatefromthetrayandwentout

tolookattheview.Iwasheatingupfromrage.I

wantedtoconfronthimbutdidn'twanttoact

crazycozIwasgoingto.

Gift:Tshiamo.

Me:Ntando.



Gift:babypleasetalktome.

Me:Iaskedyoutoleavemealone.

Gift:Tshiamo

Me:NoGift...

Gift:listentome.I'mrunningoutofpatience.

SomethingIdon'twanttodo.Whatthe

fuck....I'msorry.Whatisgoingon?Ican'ttake

thisanymore.It'stheattitude,themoodswings..

Me:Thengoon.Youalreadyhavesomeoneto

helpyourelievethestressright?Goon!Goon

toyourMmabatho!Yournightofpassion

partner!I'lldealwiththispregnancyonmyown.

I'musedtoitanyway..Getonthenextflightand

leave!
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Gift;youneedtocalmdown.

Me:Don'ttellmeto...



Gift:Hey!

Ikeptquiet.

Gift:Istilldeservetoberespected.

Stillkeptquiet.

Gift:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Mmabatho.

Gift:Whatabouther?

Me:youaskingmethat?

Gift:WellIhaveto.

Me:Yousleptwithherthedaybeforeour

wedding?

Gift:What?

Me:I'masking.

Gift:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Me:really?

Gift:yes.



Me:Checkyourmessages.

Hewenttogethisphoneandwentthroughit

Gift:Ilastsawthispersonmonthsago.Before

youandIevenhookedup..

Me:Whoisshe?

Gift:wejustslepttogether

Me:Whyissheclaimingyoutwoweretogether

thedaybeforeourwedding

Gift:Baby,Idon'tknow.

Me:Ntandodon'tplaywithme.

Gift:I'mnotplaying..WheredoIfindthetimeto

cheat?I'malwayswithBoyzaorwithyou.You

reallythinkI'dputyouthroughhellagain?

Me:Youtellme.

Gift:IhavenoexplanationforthiscozIdon't

knowwhatitis.

Me:babythenwhy?



Gift:Idon'tknow

Hewasvoicecallingthenumberwiththenew

simhepurchasedrightafterwelanded.Itwent

straighttovoicemail.Hetrieditmultipletimes

andevenleftmessages.

Gift:Pleasebelieveme.WhyDidn'tyouconfront

mebeforeweleft?

Me:Ididn'twanttooverreact.

Gift:Wellyoudid

Me:Wouldn'tyou?

Gift:Howaboutyoucommunicatewithme?Sit

medownandaskme.I,myselfcantunderstand

what'sgoingon.IHaven'tseenMmabathoin

months.

Ikeptquiet.

Gift:wepromisedtocommunicate.Pleaselet's

doso.

Me:Youreallynotcheating?



Gift:I'dgothroughgreatlengthstoproveit.I've

workedhardtryingtobuildyouupagain.Ican't

letthatgotowaste

Keptstill.

Gift:Pleasebelieveme

Me:Okay

Gift:allgood?

Inodded.

Gift:Thankyou

Me;Okay.

Gift:Areyouhungry?

Me:Iactuallyam.

Hegiggled.

Gift:Soyoudecidedtoletthelittleonesufferas

well?

Me:Iwasangry.



Gift:promisetocommunicate.

Me:Ipromise.

Gift:Thankyou.

Me:I'msorryforthemoodswings.

Gift:Don'tapologizeforthat.

Me:stillsorry.

Gift:I'llgettothebottomofthisthough.I

promise..

Me:Okaybaby.

Gift:Fornow,let'shoneymoon.

Me:greatidea.

Gift:Deal?

Me:Prettymuch.

Hegavememyfood.

Me:thankyou..

Gift:sohaveyouthoughtofanynames?



Me:babyit'stooearly.

Gift:Sowegoingtokeepcallingthechild"kid"

or'littleone?"

Me:Howaboutweletyourmumnameourchild?

Gift:why?

Me:shehasaright

Gift:aright?

Me:Yes.

Gift:I'mafraidshewon'tgiveanicename

Me:Butshegaveourtwodaughtersbeautiful

names..

Gift:Idon'tknow..

Me:Youhaveahugeproblemonthename

issuewhy?

Hesighed.

Me:Youdon'tevenlikeyourownname.



Gift:doyoureallywanttoknow?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Okay.Iwasnamedaftermyfatherbymy

mum

Me:okay..

Gift:hewasveryabusive..Iwatchedhimbeat

herupeveryday,evenwhenshewaspregnant.

Mumlostabout3kidsduetotheabuse.

Me:What?

Gift:Yes.ThaboandKevinsurvivedbutthe

other3didn't.Atsomepoint,Igottiredof

watchingmymumbeingbeatenuplikeadog

andwhenItriedtodefendher,mydadpushed

meagainstthewoodenchairwehadandthat's

howIgotmyscaronmyleftarm.Fromthatday,

Ididn'twanttobecalledNtandoyenkosi

anymorebecauseIfeltlikeI'dfollowinhis

footstepsandprobablybeworse.Sofrom

grade8,Istartedusingmysecondnamemore.



Me:I'msorry.

Gift:youdidn'tknowbaby

Me:butstill...

Gift:it'sallinthepast.

Me:soyourdaddied?

Gift:thatguy'snotdead.

Me:Butyousaid...

Gift:Deadtous.Yes.

Me:oh!

Gift:hegotmarriedagain

Me:Stillis?

Gift:With2otherkids.

Me:andyoudon'tcare?

Gift:Idon't.She'sthereasonmymother's

limping.

Me:I'msorry...



Gift:that'swhyIdecidedIneededtosaveyou

fromKananelo.Cozoftenwhenmencan't

handlethetruth,thetruththattheyhavebeen

caughtcheating,theyturntables.Youare

suddenlyonthewrongandinsteadofhim

showingremorse,yougetbeatenupfor

catchinghimout..

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.

Gift:Youokay?

Inodded.

Gift:canwenameourownchild?

Meifthat'swhatyoureallywant.

Gift:Giamo

Me:no

Webothlaughed.

Gift:Youdon'tlikeit?

Me:Thulaiscrazy.Never.



Nokuthulahaddecidedtocallus"Giamo".Our

namescombined.MyhusbandandIwerenot

fansofsuch.Wejustdidn'tseetheneedforit.

"GiftandTshiamo"wasthewaywelikedit.

Gift:Whataresomeofyourfavoritenames?

Me:WellIlike,MasediorMasego

Gift:AndIlikeOkuhle.

Me:Isn'tthatagirl'sname?

Gift:Itsaunisexname.

Me:ReallyBab'Kunene?

Helaughed

Gift:Yeswife.

Me:wellokay.

Wehadanamazingtimeonourhoneymoon.He

wasstilltryingtogettothebottomofthis.I

toldhimtostop.Assoonaswelanded,hewas

lookingforITpeople.Myhusbandthough.



Everythingwasfineuntiltwodaysafterwe

cameback,whenIheardaknockwhilehewas

stillasleepandfoundabox.Aboxthathadsex

toys,lingerieandapictureofagirlinthatvery

samelingerie.Notewritten"let'splayagain

soon,yours,Mmabatho"Iquicklywenttofind

cabletiesandtiedGiftup.Hewassleeping

deeplyheonlyrealizedIwastyinghimupwhen

Iwasdonewithhisfeet.

Gift:heybaby

Me:heyyou.

Gift:Appetitesoearlyinthemorning?

Me:Youthink?

Isaidlightingupacandle.Notthescentedone.

Theonesweusuallyusewhenthere'sno

electricity.

Gift:Andnow?

Iletthewaxdroponhisleg.



Gift:Tshiamo!Fuck!

Hetriedtomovebuthecouldn't.Imovedtohis

barechest

Me:who...

Isaiddroppingthewaxonhischest.

Me:Thehell...

Stilldroppingandhimscreaming.

Me:isMmabatho?

Idroppedmorewaxonhimandeventually

stopped.Itookthelingerieandthrewitathim.

Me:Whatbullshitisthis?
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HewasstilltryingtogetoverwhatIdidtohim.

Me:Iaskedaquestion.

Gift:Idon'tknowwhatthatis.



Me:It'scalledlingerie.

Gift:Pleaseuntieme

Me:Areyougoingtotellmethetruth

Gift:babyI'mnotcheating!

Me:Youare!

Therewasacrackinmyvoice.

Gift:I'mnot.

Me:Justwhen...

Ipaused.

Gift:Pleasedon'tcry.

Me:JustwhenIthought"abitofhappiness

finally",yougoanddothistome?

Gift:Tshiamountieme.

Me:No.

Ilititupagainandmadehimscreamafew

moretimes.



Me:ThisiswhatIgetforlovingyou?

Gift:Tshiamostop!

Me:Why?

Icouldfeelthetearsonmycheek.

Me:AmInotenough?

Gift.Youare.

Me:Thenwhy?

Stilldroppingwaxonhim.Igottiredofhis

screamingandeventuallylethimgo.Icutthe

cabletiesoffhimandlefttheroom.30minutes

later,hewasdressedandreadytogoout.

Me:Andnow?

Noresponse.

Me:Gift!

Nothing.

Me:GiftI'mtalkingtoyou!



Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandbangedthedoor

onhiswayout.Ilistenedashedroveoutand

buriedmyheadinmyhands.Iwasstressedout.

Ihadalotofthingsonmymind.Isuddenlygot

acallfromNombu.

Me:Hey..

Nombu:Gate

Me:Ohokay.

Nombu:Cool.

ShehungupandIopenedupforher.Itwas

12:30andIhadn'tevenrealized.

Nombu:YoustillinPJs?

Me:Yes

Nombu:That'sunlikeyou.

Me:Letmegotakeaquickshowerokay?

Nombu:Youbetterbequick.

Me:Feelathome.



Shewasalreadygrabbingtheremote.Itooka

quickshowerandgotdressed

Nombu:Where'syourhusband?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Nombu:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:heleft.

Nombu:Haveyouhadbreakfast?

Me:No.

Nombu:let'sgo.

Isighed.

Me;now?

Nombu:Yes.

Me:Idon'tknow.

Nombu:Let'sgo.

Me:Fine

Nombu:Stopbeinglazy.



Ilockedupandweleft

Nombu:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine.

Nombu:howwasthehoneymoon?

Me:itwasgreat.

Nombu:Justgreat?

Me:yesitwas.

Ipassedhermyphonesoshecouldseethe

pictures.

Nombu:thisissobeautiful.

Me:thanksfriend

Nombu:Areyoureallyfine?

Me;YesIam.I'mjistexhausted.

Nombu:Makessense.

Me:Sohowwereyouwithoutme?

Shelaughed.



Nombu:bored.

Me:youandtheladiesdidn'tgoout?

Nombu:MoratuaandLebohanghadafight.

Me:So?

Nombu:Wewerenursingherheartache.

Me:ohwhatnow?

Nombu:ShecaughtLebowithanothergirlat

somehotel..inbed.

Ialmostchokedonmyfood.

Me:what?Weren'tthosetwohappilyinlove?

Nombu:Clearlynot.She'ssoheartbroken

Me:wellobviously.Icanrelate.Ifeelforher.

Nombu:Giveheracall.

Me:Doyouthinkthat'sagoodidea?

Shenodded

Nombu:She'dappreciateit..



Me:Okay.

Nombu:Men!

Me:Willalwaysbedogs.

Nombu:Youcansaythatagain.

Me:Anyway,how'sSthedoing?

Sheblushed.

Me:Oh.

Nombu:wehappy.

Me:That'sgood..

Nombu:Right?

Me:Yesitis

Myphonerang.

Me:babe

Gift:whereareyou?

Me:HavingbrunchwithNombu.

Gift:comehome.



Me:I'mhavingbr...

Gift:Tshiamo.Home..

Hehungup.

Me:Ihavetogo.

Nombu:why?

Me:Giftneedsme.

Nombu:Okaythenlet'saskforDoggybags.

Wedidthatandshedroppedmeoffathome.

WhenIwalkedin,hewaswithsomeguyand

thegirlinthephotoIhadfoundearlieron.

Me:Dumelang.

Theygreetedmeback.

Gift:Mmabatho,tellher.

Mmabatho:Kananeloforcedmetosendtexts

andgiftshere..hewantedtobreakyouguysup.

Ihaven'tseenGiftinages.Kananelothreatened

myson'slifesoIhadtodowhathetoldmeto



so.I'mSorryforcausingyoutrouble.

Gift:Dan?

Daniel:hereyougo.

Hegavemesomepapers.

Dan:Thosecallscomedirectlyfromyourold

house.Asyoucansee.Itconfirmseverything

Mmabathojustsaid.

Iwasspeechless.

Gift:Thankyou.

Dan:Notaproblem.

Mmabatho:I'msorryforcausingyoutrouble.

Gift:I'llsortyououtokay?I'llmakesureyounot

threatenedanymore.

Mmabatho:Thankyou.

Hewalkedthemoutandminuteslater,came

back.

Me:BabyI'msorry.



Silence.

Me:Babyplease...

Itriedgrabbinghishand.

Gift:Don'ttouchme.

Me:Baby..

Gift:I'llsleepintheguestroomfromtoday

onwards.
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Me:Pleasedon'tdothis

Gift:Stoptryingtotouchme.

Ikeptmyhandtomyself.

Me:I'msorry

Gift:Leavemealone.

Me:pleaseBaby.

Hewalkedawayfromme.Grabbedhiscarkeys



andhefinallytoldmewherehewasgoingto.

Gift:I'mgoingtofetchmykids..

Justlikethatandheleft.Ifeltsostupid.Ifelt

sohelpless.HewashurtthatIcouldtell.He

wasalsodisappointedinme.Iwasn'tsuppose

tofreakoutthewayIdid.Ishouldhavewaited

butIactedimpulsively.Irrationalthinking.Isat

sighingandsighinguntilIheardlaughter

comingfromoutsidethegate.ThenextthingI

heardwasthephoneringing.

Me:Yes

Tshepang;Weatthegatesis

Me:who's"we?"

Tshepang:ResegoandI.

Me:Okay.

Thetbothlookedstunning.Bothfromwork.

Me:Sowhatbringsyoutwohere?



Resego:Heysis.

Me:HeySego.

Tshepang:Howareyousis?

Me:Imfine.Whatbringsyoutwohere?

Tshepang:Youpromisedusasleepoverafter

yourhoneymoon.

Me:Really?

Resego:Youdon'tremember?

Me:No.

Tshepang:Pregnancysymptoms.

Me:What?

Resego:Gransaidyouhavepregnancy

symptoms.

Me:Right.Goputyourbagsintheguestroom.

I'llgetyouguyssomethingtodrink.

Tshepang:Thankssis..



Me:Keepitasneatasyoufoundit.

Resego:Asalways

Me:Good.

Iwatchedastheywalkedtotheguestroomand

Iwenttogetthemsnacks.Iwashappytosee

thembuttheirtimingwasn'tright.

Me;Where'sLesedi?

Resego:Atwork

Me:Bontle?

Resego:Dramarehearsal.

Me:Bontleisalwaysbusy.

Myyoungersisterwasalwaysbusy.Shewas

alwaysuptosomething.Somethinggoodthat

is.IwasgladOrahadanauntlikeBontlecoz

shehadalottolearnfromher..asyoungasshe

was.StillInprimary,shewasgoaldriven.

Alwayswantedtobeatdifferentplaces,

exploringanddiscoveringthings.Shereminded



meofmewhenIwasyoung,carefreeandwell

me.Beforelifethrewcurveballsatme.

Resego:She'salwaysuptosomething

Me:it'sagoodthing..

Tshepang:Youthink?

Me:Ilikeanactivechild.

Resego:You'vebeenblessedwithtwoactive

kids.

Me:that'strue.Sotalktome.

Theylookedateachotherandsmiled.

Tshepang:Sowemettwoguys.

Me:atthesametime?

Resego:Yes.Brothers

Me:Ohno.Theyaren'ttwinsright?

Theylaughed

Tshepang:No.



Me:Then?

Resego:Theirfathersarebrotherssothat

makesthembrotherstoo.

Me:Oh.Waybetter.Goon.

Tshepang:Welikethem.

Me:Clearly.Names?

Resego:Thabang.

Me:And?

Tshepang:Raps

Me:Raps?

Tshepang:Rapelang.

Me:Yes.Yousupposetosaythat.Howdidyou

twomeet?

Tshepang:Wellwemetatthemall.Wewere

havinglunchandtheyaskediftheycouldjoin

us.

Me:Doyouthinkitsagoodideathatyoutwo



aredatingbrothers?

Resego:Yes.

Me:Idon'tknowSego.

Resego:Itwillbefun.

Me:Okay.

Tshepang:Don'tstress.

Me:Goon.

Tshepang:Wereallylikethem

Inoddedcozitwasveryobvious.

Tshepang:Rapelanghasachildthough.

Me:Andthat'saproblem?

Tshepang;Yes.

Me:itshouldn'tbe.EveryoneHasakidthese

days.It'sraretofindapersonwhodoesn't.Beit

agirloraguy.Justdon'thavebabymama

drama



Resego:ExactlywhatItoldyou.

Me:See?

Shetookadeepbreathandherphonerang.

Tshepang:Heeey

Sheansweredandwalkedawayfromus

blushing

Me:AndThabang?

Resego:He'snothingshortofamazing.

Me:listentoyou

Resego:Butdadthough

Me:whataboutDad?

Resego:Willheapprove?

Me:Youguysareoldnow.

Resego:withdad?

Me:butyouobviouslynotgoingtointroduce

themtohimnowright?



Resego:nonotnow

Me:good

Resego:ButI'mgoingtointroducehimtoyou

Ilaughed

Me:thatgoeswithoutsaying.

Resego:When?

Me:anytime

Resego:Okay.

Shewasblushingaswell.

Resego:I'llgogivehimacall.

IgiggledasIwatchedherwalkaway.Idecided

tostartcookingandtheyjoinedmeminutes

later.Theywerepeelingandchopping.Iwasthe

masterchef.Wewerelaughingandtalkingwhen

Giftcamebackwithmy4rascals.Iwashappy

toseethem.

Noku:Goodtohaveyoubackmoms.



Thabsi:yestoogood.Ihavealottotellyou.I

alsohaveafewcomplaintsaboutdad.

Me:Ohno.

Thabsi:ohyes.I'lltellyouallaboutitaftermy

bath

Me:Okay

ShewalkedawayfromusandNokuwas

chattingwithResego.Theygoton.WithBoth

mysisters.Theyweresoauntylikearound

them.Givingadviceandall.TumeloandOra

didn'tevenhavetimeforme.Theywereplaying

socceroutsidewithGift.Dinnerwasokay.Gift

andIdidn'tgiveitawaythatwewerenoton

goodterms.

Thabsi:Pleasetalktohim.

Me:youknowhehadeveryrighttobeangry

right?Youshouldbefocusingonschoolnot

boys.



Thabsi:ButIam.

Me:There'satimeandplaceforeverything.I

meanthinkaboutthis,youalmostdonewith

school,soonyou'llbefreetodowhatever.

Thabsi:Youthinkso?

Me:Weonlywantthebestforyou.

Thabsi;Okay

Me:Gotit?

Thabsi;Yesmums.

Me:good.Nightie

Igaveherahugandwenttothemainbedroom.

Iwasactuallygladthatmysisterswerethere.It

meantGiftwouldn'tbesleepinginthe

guestroombutinhisrightfulplace..nexttome.

WhenIgotthebedroom,hewasgettingthe

sleepercouchwehadinthemainbedroom

ready.

Me:Andnow?



Gift:Andnowwhat?

Me:Doyoureallyhavetosleeponthat?

Gift:Yes

Me:BabypleaseI'm...

Gift:Stopapologizing!

Ikeptquiet.

Gift:I'mtiredofyourapologies

Me:Sor...

Irefrainedfromsayinganythingelse.

Gift:Packyourbagstomorrowmorningand

leave.

Me:What?Babywe'veonlybeenmarriedfora

week.

Gift:Idon'tcare..packyourbagstomorrow,go

findarelationshipexpertthatyoucantalkto

andcomebackwhenyou'velearntathingor

twoaboutrelationships.Ibetternotfindyou



heretomorrowafterwork.
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Me;Nobabypleasedon'tdothis.I'lltryto...

Gift:Itoldyoutostopbegging.

Me:Please.

Icouldfeelthetearsinmyeyes.

Gift:Tshiamo,Idon'tknowwhyyoucrying.

Me:Pleasedon'tkickmeout.

Gift:I'mnotkickingyouout.Youneedtogo

seekhelp.

Me:Whataboutthekids?

Gift:Whataboutthem?

Me:Theyneedme.

Gift:I'mhere.Icantakecareofourkids

Me:BabyI'msorry.



Gift:youshouldstartpacking.

Hetookoutmysmallesttravelbag.

Me:Giftplease

Iwasholdingontohishand.

Gift:Letmego.

Me:Please

Gift:Tshiamo.Letmymyhandgo

Hewasverycalm.

Me:Iwon'tdowhatIdidagain.please.

Gift:Packandletmyhandgo.

Iletitgo.

Gift:nowpack.

IslowlywalkedtotheclosettopickoutwhatI

wouldneed.Iwassobbingandallhedidwas

watch.Hedidn'tevencarecozIsoonasI

zippedthebag.Hetoldme"goodnight"and

madehimselfcomfortableonthecouch.Ikept



tossingandturningandataround2amwas

whenIfinallyslept.Thenextmorning,Iwas

sick.Thenauseawasbackanduhada

headachebutIstillhadtopreparethekidsfor

school.

Resego:Itwasnicesleepingover.

Tshepang:We'lldefinitelycomeoveragain.

Me:Makesureyoucallnexttime.

Gift:Areyouokay?

Inodded

Gift:Youdon'tlookokay.

Me:I'llbefine

Ora:Shewasvomiting.

Me:Iwasn't.

Ora:Yesyouwere.ISawyou.

Tumelo:Youmustcleanyourstomach.

Me:I'mfineDr.Tumelo.



Resego:Youreallydon'tlookfine

Noku:Areyoupregnantmoms?

GiftchokedonhiscoffeeandOrahithisback

tohelp.

Gift:Thankssunshine.Whatkindofaquestion

isthat?

Noku:I'mjustaskingdad.

Tumelo:what'sPregment?

Me:Nothing.

Tumelo:Ora?What'spregment?

Ora:Idon'tknow

Tumelo:Thabsieisthatagame?

Shedidn'tanswer.

Me:Itmeanssick.

Tumelo:How?.

Me:Whyareyouaskingsomanyquestions?



Tumelo:Iwanttoknow.

Me:Finishyourfood.

Hekeptquietandhedughisheadinhisfood.

Me:Iwon'tbeherewhenyoukidsgetback

fromschool.

Thabsi:Whymums?.

Me:I'm.goingonabusinesstrip.

Noku:Withdad?

Me:Nohe'sstaying.

Thabsi:Until?

Me:Itwilldependontheprojectweworkingon.

Thabsi:CanIgobacktoGranny'sorI'llgoto

Grandpa's.I'llcomebackwhenyoibdo

Gift:Youdon'twanttostayherewithyourdad?

Thabsi:No.

Gift:ifyoustillmadatmeforwhatIdidthengo



backtoyourgrandmother.

Shekeptquietandgavemethat"yousee?"

Look.Iquicklyreprimandedherwithmyhead

asIshookitandshefocusedonherfood.They

finishedeatingandResegoandTshepang

washedthedishesbeforetheyleft.

Resego:byesis

Tshepang:videocallplease.

Me:Idon'thavetimeforthat

Tshepang:I'lldoit

Me:Good.

Ihuggedthemandwatchedthemgetintotheir

caranddriveoff.Iwentbackinsidetomake

sureeveryonewassuperreadyforschooland

gavethemeachakiss.EvengaveGiftone

althoughitwasnotaswarmasitshouldhave

been.

Gift:Timetosettleinthecar.Goon.



Theyalltooktheirbags.Tumeloleadingthe

way.Hetookthecarkeysandtheyallfollowed

himout.

Me:AmIallowedtocallandcheckonyou?

IwasabouttocryandIhatedit.Itriedtokeepit

allinbutIcouldn't.Hewasjuststaringatme.

Gift:Noyounot.

Iswallowedhardandnodded.

Me:Okay

Gift:Butdotellmewhereyouare..

Inodded.Ididn'tevenknowwhereIwasgoing,

letalonewhowasgoingtohelpme.

Gift:Bye

Me:Iloveyou.

Gift:I'llseeyouwhenyoucomeback.

Hetookhislaptopbagandleft.Iwenttoputon

myshoesaftertheyleft,tookmybagsandleft



aswell.WhenIgottowork,Isearchedonline

forarelationshipexpertandfoundonein

Sandton.Iquicklydialledthemandmadean

appointment,Ialsosearchedfor

accommodation.Icouldhardlyconcentrateat

workandhadtostopmyselffromtryingtocall

Giftevery30minutes.Itwashard.Veryhard.

Afterwork,Icheckedinandsettledin.

Me:Howareyoukidsdoing?

Thabsi;Wefine.

Me:Younotgivingyourdadahardtime?

Thabsi:No..wewellbehaved.

Me:That'sgood.Imissyoukids.

Thabsi:Imissyoutoomoms.Doyouknow

whenyou'llback?

Me:No.Notyet.

Thabsi:Ohman!

Me:ButI'lltrytomakethingsmovefastOkay?



Thabsi:Yesmoms.

Me:Howareyoursiblingsdoing?

Thabsi:Nokuisfine.Oraisalsofine.Playing

schoolwithherteddiesandyouknowTumelo,

alwayswithhisfather.

Me:That'sgood.I'llkeepcallingokay?

Thabsi:okaymoms.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoomybaby.

Ihungupandcouldn'thelpbutcryalittle.IfI

hadn'tactedthewayIdid,Iwouldhavebeenat

home.Withmy3daughters,mysonandmy

husbandbutno,Ihaddecidedtousewaxonmy

husband.WhywasIlikethis?Thenextdaywas

workasusualandat17:00,Ihadan

appointmentwiththerelationshipexpert.Itold

hereverything.Everylittlething.Andhonestly,it

wasgoodtoletitallout.Itwasverynicetalking

toherandforthenexttwoweeks,Ihadan

appointmentwithhereverysecondday,I



workedonmyselfmissingmykidsbutI

checkedonthemeveryday.WhenIfinally

decidedtogohome,shewashappywithmy

progressbutIstillinsistedonhaving

appointmentwithheratleastonceaweek.I

packedmybagsonthatFridaymorningand

checkedout.Ihadtakenthedayoff.Mybump

wasgrowingandIhadputonweightinjusttwo

weeks.Idroveallthewaytorandparkridgeand

waswarmlywelcomedbythestaff.

"Goon"

Me:thankyou.

Imademywaythereandfoundhimputtingup

apictureonthewall.Acollageofallthefamily

pictureinaportrait.Allinblackandwhiteit

lookedstunning.Iknocked.Hewasinjeans,all

starandavneckshirt.Somuchforbeinga

boss.Helookedlikehewasgoingtoapubfora

Saturdaychilledday.



Gift:Hey.Youlookfat.

IwasoffendedbutIdecidedtoignoreit.

Me:Howareyou?

Gift:I'mgood.Howareyou?

Hewaslookingatmybump.Itwascute.Nolies.

ItwasthecutestbumpIhadeverhadthe

pleasureofhaving.Ifeltproudofit.

Me:I'mokay.

Hewalkedtowardsmetotouchit.

Gift:Howarewedoingoverhere?

Me:Gettingthere.

Gift:Youlookbeautiful.

Me:Thankyou.

Hewashimselffinally.AndIrealizedhowmuch

Ireallymissedhim.Imissedhimineveryway.I

hadbeendeprivedforalmost3weeks.Butwho

wasIkidding?IhadexperiencedworsewhenI



waswithOraandIdidn'tmind..therewas

somethingaboutGiftthatkeptmewanting

moreofhim.

Gift:doyouwantsomethingtoeat?

Me:CanIcomebackhome?
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Gift:takeaseat.

Ididn'tlikethesoundofthatbutIdidasIwas

told.HeclosedthedoorandtoldhisPAto

cancelallmeetingsandthatsheshouldtake

messagesforwhatevercallcamethrough.

Gift:Hereyougo.

Hepassedmeabottlefromhisminibar.Idon't

evenknowwhyhehadthatinhisoffice.Ifound

itratherunprofessionalbuthey,itwasntmy

office

Me:Thankyou.



Imademyselfcomfortable.

Gift:I'llstartbyapologizingforpunishingyou

thewayIdid.

Me:IguessIdesevedit.

Gift:youdidyes.Youneededtofindyourself.

Ikeptquiet.

Gift:Howwasit?

Me:Itwastherapeutic.

Gift:Hadtimeforyourself?

Inodded.

Me:I'msorryforthewaxincident.

Gift:I'llnevermesswithyou.

Hehadasmirkonhisface.

Me:BabyI'mserious.

Gift:SoamI.

Me:Doyouforgiveme?



Gift:yes.

Me;Really?

Gift:Imatoughguy..Icanhandlewax.Ijust

don'tlikehowyoureacttoproblems..Youdon't

think.Youjustdowhatyourheadtellsyouto.

Fairenough.Iwasn'toffendedthistimearound.

Gift:Iloveyou.

Me:Really?

Helaughed.

Gift:yes.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Gift:Fromtodayon,wecommunicate.

Me:Deal..

Pinkypromised.Hegotuptolockhisdoorand

clearedhistable,turnedtheCamsoff.

Me:Here?



Gift:Whereelsedoyouwantit?

Ikissedmyshoesoffandgotoutofmydress.

Gift:Won'tIhurt....

Ilaughed.

Me:No.

Iwalkedtowardshimandgothisjeansoffhim,

mylipsstillonhis.Hequicklygotmeonhis

tableandwhathappenedafterwardswas

magical.Hehadmeholdingontotheedgesof

thedesk.Iwassatisfiedandsowashe.As

soonasweweredressed,everythinginthe

officewasasIhadfounditandwewereoff.He

tooktherestofthedayoffandwewentoutfor

lunch

Me:Idon'tlikewhatyousaidtomeearlieron.

Gift:WhatdidIsaynow?

Me:Youcalledme"fat"

Helookedconfusedandsuddenlyhisface



relaxedagain.

Gift:Babyyou'veputonweight.

Irolledmyeyesathim

Me:it'sthesamething.

Gift:Isaiditinaniceway

Me:No

Gift:I'm.sorry.

Me:YoureallythingI'mfat?

Iwasstuffinghisfriesfromhisplate

Me:AmI?

Hiseyeswerefixedonme.

Me:I'masking.

Heslowlynodded.

Me:Youdidthistome.

Gift:Youreggsbetrayedyou.

Ilaughed.Imissedhim.Somuch.



Me:Here.

Ipassedhimmysonogram.

Gift:What'sthis?

Me;Yourchild

Gift:nohead?NoToes?

Igiggled.

Me:I'm6weekspregnant.

Gift:WhatamIlookingat?

Me:Anembryo.Yourchild.

Hetiltedhishead.

Me:Nothing?

Gift:I'msorrybaby.

Hewasremorseful.

Me:It'sokay.Menareidiotsanyway.

Helaughedandsippedonhisdrink

afterwards,stilllaughing.



Gift:Justlikethat?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Thanksbabe.

Me:itsapleasure.Areyougoingtoeatthose

wings?

Gift:WellIwas.

Me:but?

Gift:You'llgivemehellifIdon't.

Me:ButIasked..

Gift:I'mgoingtoeatthemyes.

Me:Okay

Itooktwo.

Gift:Marriageishardmadoda!

Me:Right?

Gift:very.Especiallyifyourwifeisabully.

Me:askingyoutoshareisbullying?



Gift:Youtook.

Me:Iasked.

Gift:AndIsaidnoyetyoustilldidit

Me:Marriageisaboutsharing.

Gift:Ishouldhaveoptedforaprenuptial

Me:toolate

WeweretheoldGiftandTshia.Iwashappy.My

heartwasatpeace.

Me:SoI'mgoingtomeetupwithLizzyevery

Wednesday.

Gift:Who'sLizzy?

Me:Mytherapist.

Gift:Thesessionsyouhadweren'tenough?

Me:Iaskedformore.

Gift:Why?

Me:Idon'tknow..IfeellikeIcandobetterthan



I'mdoingnow.I'mcommittedtomakingus

work.I'mfinallywiththeoneICHOSEtobewith.

Ihavetomakeitwork.Ihaveafamilytothink

of.Kidstothinkof.ThabsiandNokugrewup

withtheirparentsseparated.OraandTumelo

weregoingtogothroughthesamehadyounot

decidedtostepinandfatherthem.Letme

secureapeacefulandHapphformy5

kids...Woahthatisalot!

Mylastlinemadehimlaugh

Gift:Bigfamiliesarefunfamilies.

Me:Really?

Gift:Yes.

Me:I'mnothavingmorethough.

Gift:Fairenough.

"Lovebirds"

ItwasKananeloasweturned.Iremembered

thathelikedtheplacewewereat.Cameevery



seconddayfortheirfood.

Gift:Andnow?

Kana:howareyouTshia?

Ikeptquiet.

Gift:Whatdoyouwant?

Kana:Isitacrimetogreettheexwifeandthe

exbestfriend?

Gift:nobutwhat'scriminalisyoutryingto

comebetweenusforgettingwhatI'mcapable

ofandforgettinghowIamwhenitcomesto

whoandwhatIlove

Helookedlikehewascringing.

Gift:There'swarcomingyourway.Getyour

soldiersready.
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Me:Maybeweshouldgoforaneutralcolor.

White.

Gift:YouloveWhitedon'tyou?

Me:Itsapurecolor.Thischildispure

Gift:Welltrue.

Wewereatthehardwarestore.Lookingfor

paintforthenursery.Ithadbeen2weekssince

theKananeloincidentandweweregrowing

strongerandstronger.Iwashappyandsowas

he.

Me:So?

Gift:Doesitmakeyouhappy?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Okay.

Hepickedthepaintandputitnthetrolley.

Me:Wedone.

Gift:Sure?



Me:Yes.

Gift:Youlookbeautiful.

Iblushed.

Me:really?

Gift:Yes

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Gift:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Yourcomplimentsareoftenfollowedby

requests.

Helaughed.

Gift:Ihavenone.

Me:Seriously?

Gift:Ipromise.

Me:Nogettingdrunk?

Gift:NowesaidwehavingaSaturdaything

today.Ihaven'tbeengivingyoumyattention.



Me:Weallknowwhoyoulovethemost.

Hegiggledandshookhishead.Ilovedhim.So

somuch.

Gift:BoyzaistheonlypersonIcanrelatetoin

thathouse.

Me:Oh?

Gift:buthelikeswhatIlike

Theyhadgrownsoclose.Tooclose.Orawas

hisprincess,he'djustrandomlybuyhergifts

whenhefeltlikeit.Nokuthulawasmydad's

princess.AndThabsihadgrowntobemybest

friend.Itwasamazinghowitallworkedout.I

lovedmykidssomuchandevenhisbaby

mamashadgivenin.TheyhadacceptedthatI

wasnownumberoneintheirdaughters'lives

cozthat'showtheytreatedme.Thabsicalled

hermumbynamesodidNokubutI,Iwas

"moms".Ilovedhowclassytheywerethough,

Gifthadagreatchoicewhenitcametowomen.



Theyrespectedtheirhusbands,respectedtheir

babydaddyandrespectedme.Rarebutyesit

waswhatitwas.Weputthekidsfirstandthey

trustedmewiththem.Theyneveraddressed

theirdaughtersas"mychild"itwasalways

"yourdaughtersTshia..."Thabsigottherespect

shedeservedastheeldestandshewasvery

responsibleandprotectiveofthem.Especially

ofOracozNokuthoughtThabsicrowdedher

andTumelowell...Tumelodidn'texactlyneed

herprotection.Infact,Tumeloasyongashe

was,feltheneededtoprotectThabsi.Gift's

orders.

Me:Yeahright

Gift:Seriously.

Me:Okaybabylet'sgetoutofhereplease.

Gift:Can'ttakeitanymore?

Me::itstoohot.

Gift:Okay



WepaidandbecauseIwashungryagainwe

drovetothenearestmall.

Me:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Gift:wehavinganotherchildafterthisoneis

born.

Me:Ohhellno.

Gift:Imeanpregnancyistheonlythingthat

keepsyoueating.

Me:Andyoulikethat?

Gift:Ilikeahealthywife..

Me:soIwasn'thealthybeforeIfellpregnant?

Gift:no.

Me:Yeahright.

Gift:Wehavinganotheroneright?

Me:no.

Gift:it'snotlikewecantaffordalotofkids.



Icoughed.

Me:excuseme?

Gift:butit'strue.

Me:sothatmeansIneedtokeeppoppingkids?

Gift:Awoman'spurposeistobringlives

Me:Ihavefulfilledmypurpose.

Gift:soyoudefyingme?

Me:yes

Hisjawdropped

Gift:justlikethat?

Me:Youwantedmetolie?

Helaughed

Gift:Wow.

Me:Istillloveyouthough.

Gift:Thenhave5more

Me:no.



Gift:butwhy?

Me:wehaveenoughkidsinthathouse

Gift:baby....

Me:nohusband.Wehavemorethanenough..

Don'ttrytoturnmeintoamadwomanplease.

Gift:okayfine.Youareright.

Me:I'malwaysright.

Gift:Trytobemodest

Me:toyou?

Gift:Yes

Me:Never

Gift:WheredidIfindyou?

Ilaughed.

Me:Youstoleme.

Gift:I'mgladIdid

Me:Aren'tyouproudofyourself..



Gift:Iam..

Me:Whydidyouwaitsolongthough?

Gift:WellIwasrespectingthe"brocode"back

then.

Me:Andrealizedyoushouldn'tanymore?

Gift:It'suseless

Hewasannoyedwhenhesaidit..

Me:Wanttoupdateme?

Gift:About?

Me:Theguys.Theyweretryingtogetonyour

sideagainright?

Gift:Imadepeacewiththem.

Me:Really?

Gift:Ifiguredwhynot?

Me:wellthat'snice.

Gift:Weactuallygoingtosomesoccermatch



tomorrow.

Me:Saturdaysbelongtomebaby.

Gift:Iknowbuttheyalreadyboughtthetickets

mylove..

Me:AndIsKananeloinvited?

Gift:Iactuallydon'tcare.Heknowshecan't

messwithme.

Me:Wellhavefun.I'lljustsleep.

Gift:Alone?

Me:Yes

Gift:DatenightwithNolo?

Me:letmeenjoyMysleepbeforethiskid

comes.

Gift:You'veturnedyourbackonNolo?

Ilaughed

Me:Nolohasanewguyinherlife.



Gift:Ithoughtshegaveuponthat.

Me:Nope.

Gift:Wellshe'sarealloverthen.

Me:Yessheis.Ihopethisoneisgenuine.

Gift:Ihopesotoo

Me:Behave

Gift:ButyouknowIalwaysdo.

Me:Good.

ThekidswereatDad's.Wefinishedeatingand

headedhometorest..watchedmoviestillIfell

asleepfirst(asusual)andthenextday,hehad

preparedbreakfastforme.Healsoprepared

lunchlateroninthedayandataround19:00his

friendscametopickhimup.forthesoccer

match.IdecidedtoorderpizzacozIwas

hungryat19:15andfiguredwhynot?

Me:it'snotabigdealNombu.



Nombu:Itis.YouarealwayswithGift.Itfeels

likeI'vebeenreplaced.

Me:I'llcomethereafterchurch.

Nombu:no.I'llCometoyourhouse.

Me:okay.Ihavetogomypizzaishere..

Nombu:Loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoofriend.

Ittookme5minutestogooutcozIwas

lookingformyothershoewhichIhadkicked

underthecouch.Iapologizedforthedelayand

gotmypizza.Wentbackinsideandwaaready

tofeastonmypizza.AssoonasIopenedthe

box,therewasoneslicemissing.Andanoteon

thebox.

"HelpedmyselftoyourBBQchicken,hopeyou

don'tmind.K.Tefo"
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Iquicklylockedthedoorsandburglargates.

Threwthepizzainthedustbinandthought

aboutcallingGiftbutIdidn't.Hedeserveda

breakaswell.Imademyselfasandwichand

decidedtogobathandsleepafterwards.Iknew

IwassafecozGifthadtightenedupsecurityfor

thekids'sake.WhenIwokeupat6am,Giftwas

sleepingonthecouchinthelounge.

Me:Baby?

Heslowlyopenedhiseyesaftera100years

Gift:Hey.

Hesaid,pullingmetohislipsandIgavehima

warmbabykiss.

Me:Cometobed.

Gift:Whattimeisit?

Me:6:10

Gift:Letmegetsome.

Me:somesleepyes.



Gift:I'mnottalkingaboutsleep.

Me:Noitsstillvery....

Healreadyhadbeenonmybackonthecouch,

heslidmyshortsoffinsecondsandhewas

alreadymakingwayinsideofme.Hemovedin

hisownpace,makingsurehesatisfiedboth

parties.Hewasquitepleasedwithhimself

whenhewasdoneandwewenttotakea

showedtogetherandgotreadyforchurch.

Me:Howwasthematch?

Gift:Stupidboyslost.

Me:Mm

Gift:whatisit?.

Me:Theyaren'tstupidwhentheywin.

Gift:Babydon't...

Me:Didyouhavefunthough?.

Gift:Idid.Caughtupwiththeguys



Me:That'sgood.

Gift:Theytiptoearoundme.

Me:Wellyouareintimidating.

Gift:DoIintimidateyou?

Me:No

Gift:Sohowdidyoucometotheconclusion

thatIam.

Me:Becauseyoucarryalotoftheirsecretsand

theydon'twantthatout.

Gift:NoI'vegotmyownlifetoworryabout.

Theycancheatalltheywant.Itriedtalkingto

them,itdidn'tworksowhyshouldIkeep

wastingmytime?

Me:Justlikethat?.

Gift:weareallovertheageof18

Me:fairenough.

Gift:sleptgoodwithoutme?



Idecidedtoruinthemoodbeforechurch.

Me:Iorderedpizzalastnightandonesliceofit

wasmissing.

Gift:Soyoumad?

Me:Here

Igavehimthenote

Gift:What?Didhegettoyou?

Me:No.Hejusthelpedhimselftomypizza

Gift:DidyoueatanyofIR?

Me:no.

Gift:Good

Hedidn'tseemangry.Atall.

Me:Whatareyougoingtodo?

Iwasworried.Myhusbandwasunpredictable.

Gift:Prayaboutit

Helookedathiswatch.



Gift:Let'sgobaby

Me:Okay.

Iclearedupquicklyandhelockedaftermethen

wemadeourwaytochurch.Ourkidswerevery

happytoseeusbuttheyobviouslycouldn't

cometoUsCoztheywerewheretheyshouldbe.

Gift:Youokay?

Inodded.

Gift:Baby?

Me:Can'tsayI'mnotworried.

Gift:let'sdiscussthisafterchurch.

Me:Okay

Thesermonwasuplifting.Itwaslikelistening

toNtateThusoandNtateMaineeverySunday

morningwhenIstillhatedtheideaofgoingto

church.

Tumelo:What'sthis?



Hewaspointingatmybelly.

Me:nothing.

Tumelo:Tshia.

Me:I'mbloated.

Tumelo:whoputairinyou?

Me:theladyinthegarage

Tumelo;Tellhertotakeitout.

Me:shedoesntworkthereanymore.

Tumelo;Shetoldyou?

Me:yes.

Tumelo:Youmusttakeitout.

Justikethat,hewasgone.Gonetojointhe

others.

Gift:isthatthebestyoucoulddo?

Webothgiggled.

Me:yes.



Gift:youareaterribleliar.

Me:Thanksforthecompliment

Gift:pleasure

Me:ShouldIgodishupforyounow?

Westillhadlunchatdad'severySunday.His

mumandBrothersjoineduswheneverthey

could.WewantedtokeepThefamilyclose.

Gift:Yesplease.

Ididandafterthatweallsataroundthetable.

Me:SoIhaveanidea....

Gran:Ohno.

Ilaughed.

Me:It'snotabseiling

Gran:Ohgood.

Me:Iwashopingwecouldgooutasafamily.

G'smum:AsinFamilyvacation?



Me:yesma.

Dad:Areyouwellenoughforthat?

Gift:Goodquestiondad

Priscilla:She'spregnantnotsick

Me:Thankyouma.Itwouldreallydoussome

good

G'smum:I'dappreciatethat.

Gran;Iwouldtoo.

Dad:SoweoutvotedGift.

Me:yes.

Dad:when?

Me:Maybenextmonth.

Dad:okayLily.

Me:Thankyoufamily.

Gran:it'salovelyidea

Me:YoucantellGratitudeKoko.I'llletNolo



know.Baby?

Gift:I'mnotlettingthosetwoknow..

Me:Baby...

G'smum:I'lltellthemmychild.

Me:Thankyouma.

WehadlunchandThabsiandNokuthula

washedthedishes..theelderswerehavingtheir

ownchat..Lesediwaswithhisbrotherinlaw

andIwaswithmysisters.

Me:Soyoulethimdumpyou?

Tshepang;WhatwasIsupposetosay?Ordo!

Me;I'msorrysis.

Tshepang:WellatleastResegostillhasher

boyfriend.

Me:Don'tbesad

Tshepang:Iam

Me:Iwarnyouaboutdatingbrothersthough.



Theymanagedtogiggle.

Resego:Toldyoushe'dsaythat.

Me:CozI'myourbigsisterandIknowbest.

Tshepang:WellI'llnursemybrokenheart.

Me:Winedoesthejob.

Isuddenlygotatext.

"Iwantyouback"
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Iclosedthemessageandturnedmyattention

backtothesisters.Iwasboilinginsidebuthad

tokeepmycomposure.Ilistenedastheyspoke

andweweresoonheadinghomewithourkids

Gift:studytime!

Itwasexactly17:30

Noku:Canwejustwatch...



Gift:IsaiditsstudytimeTinker.

Shegaveupbeforeshecouldevenstart

arguing.Ilovedhowhemadesurehewas

involvedinthekidslivesandstudies.

Gift:Sunshine!

Ora:pops!

Gift:Gettoday'snewspaper.Itstimetoread.

Boyza,Penandpaper.

Theyalldidastheyweretold.Myolder

daughterswenttotheirroomstostartstudying.

Oragotreadyforherreadingsessionand

Tumelopracticedwritinghisnameand

surname.I,well,Iwenttonap.

Gift:Baby?

Therewasasofthandonmyback

Me:Hey.

Gift:Here.Yourvitamins.



Me:Thankyou.

Idrankup,wenttobrushmyteethandcame

back.

Gift:DidIdoorsayanythingwrong?

Me:Why?

Gift:You'vebeenawfullyquietsincewecame

back.

Me:Yourchildmakesmemoody.

Gift:pleaseleavemychildoutofthis.

Isighed

Gift:What'swrong?

Me:Kananelosentmea"Iwantyouback"text

Gift:okay

Me:Gift?

Gift:Hey.

Me:Youstillnotsayinganything



Gift:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Me:Youreactedthiswayinthemorning.

Gift:Iknow.

Me:Whatareyougoingtodo?

Gift:prayaboutit

Ididn'tlikethatansweratall.Hehadsaidthe

samething.Twiceinaday

Me:Pleasetalktome.

Gift:I'mtakingtoyoubaby

Me:pleasedon'tdoanythingstupid

Gift:Prayerisstupid?

Me:I'mnoidiot

Gift:Noonesaidyouarewife.

Myheartstartedbeatingfast.Maybetellinghim

wasabadidea.Myhusbandwasunpredictable

Ididmention.Andthis...wellitjusttoppeditoff

cozeventhoughhesaidhewasgongto"pray



aboutit".Hisfacebetrayedhim.Hiseyesdid

toociztheyhadchangedfromlovingcaringGift

to"Youdon'twanttomesswithme"Gift.Itwas

thesamelookhehadgivenmewhenhetold

metopackandgoseekhelp.Notevenmytears

shookhimthatnight.

Me:Don'tdoanythingstupid.

HekeptquietandIimmediatelygotacall.

Me:Friend.

Nombu:Igiveuponyou

Me:whatdidIdo?

Nombu:Icamethereknockingandnothing

Ohcrap!

Me:I'msosorry.Itotallyforgot

Nombu:Youforgotaboutme.

Me:Nobabe,Iforgotabouttheappointment

Nombu:Horriblefriend.



Igiggled.

Me:canImakeituptoyou?

Nombu:Youthinkyouhaveachoice?

Me:clearlynot.

Nombu:Saturday.

Me:Deal.

Nombu:Good.Takecare..

Me:youtoomybabe.

Nombu:Loveyou

Me:loveyoutoomybabe.

Wehungup.

Gift:Hadanappointment?

Me:anafterchurchone.

Gift:youneverkeepyourpromises..

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Gift:itmeansyoualwaysforgetaboutNombu.



Me:Pregnancybrain.

Gift:Excuse

Igiggled.Iknewhewastryingtomakeme

forgetaboutKananelo.

Me:I'mgoingtocheckonthekids

Gift:Theyareallsleeping.

Ilookedatmywatchwhichwasrestedonmy

pedestalanditwas21:30.

Me:WillIevenbeabletosleep?

Gift:You'dwinsleepingcompetitions.

Iwasoffended.

Me:youlivetooffendmedontyou?

Gift:no...

Hewasgiggling.

Gift:Ididn'tmeanitinabadway.

Me:youdid.I'mgoingtobath.



Gift:CanIjoinyou?

IknewhehadalreadytakenhisshowercozI

couldsmelltheshowergelonhim.

Me:no.

Gift:why?

Me:Youalreadytookyours.

Gift:Okay.

Me:Staythere.

HedidandItookabath.WhenIwentback,he

wasdeepinthought.

Me:Whatisit?

Gift:somethingdoesn'tfeelright.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Gift:Idon'tknowbaby.

Me:it'sprobablynothing.

Gift:Maybe.



Me:MaybeKananelo'sactionsaregoinggetting

toyounow.

Gift:Youcouldberight.

Me:canwealldriveinonecartomorrow?

Gift:missingthecrazyfamilymomentswe

usedtohaveeverymorning?

Me:yes.

Weusedtodriveinonecarbutduetohim

goinginearlythathadtostop.

Gift:whateveryouwant.

Me:thankyou.

Gift:NowforwhatIwant....

Hegotupandletmytowelfall.Hisfingerran

downtomynavel.

Gift:Pregnancylooksgoodonyou.

Me:doesit?

Hisfingerstillrunningdown.Hewasgoing



downtoo.Hepushedmetowardsthecouch

andgothisheadinbetweenmythighs,Itried

gettinghimoutbutmybodyresisted.Iwanted

himinsideofme.Icouldn'tcontrolmy

movements.Hemovedmefromthecouchand

whathappenedafterwardswasmagical.Itwas

neverthesamethingwithGift.Lovemakinggot

bettereverytime.Iwokenakedwithonlya

sheetaroundme.Itwas5:30.Wetooka

showertogether,gotthekidsreadyforschool

andwewereallinonecar.Irememberus

talkingandlaughingatTumeloandNokuthula's

madness.Afterthat,Iwasonahospitalbed,

Dripsandall

Gift:Heyyouup.

Hehadabandageonhishand.

Me:whatsgoingon?

Gift:Wewereinacaraccident..

Me:what?



Isuddenlyrememberedbitsandpieces.I

rememberedmescreamingbutwhathappened

afternothing

Me:Wherearethekids?

Gift:Noku,ThabsiandTumeloarewiththe

doctor.Justminorinjuries.Ourbabyisalsofine.

Hesaidtouchingmybelly.

Me:WhataboutOra?

Inoticedthathiseyeswerebloodshotready.He

suddenlylookeddown.

Me:Gift,where'smychild?

Gift:Sleepbaby.
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Me:Don'ttellMetosleep.

Gift:Youneedtorest.

Me:Where'smydaughter?



Gift:pleasesleep.

Me:No!

Ifinallyshouted!

Gift:Pleasecalmdown.

Me:Don'ttellmetocalmdown.

Gift:Thinkofthechildyouarecarrying.

Me:Idon'thavetimetothinkofthechildI'm

carrying!IwantthechildIcarried5yearsago.

Whereismydaughter?

Igotmyselfupandtookthedripoff..Irealized

thatmyhandwasinjuredtoobutIhadoneof

thosesquareshapedplastersonandIfeltno

painatall.

Gift:Tshiamo...

Me:Don'ttouchme.

IgotoffthebedandhetriedtohelpmebutI

toldhimnotto.Ialsosawmybagontheother



chairandIknewthathehadaskedTshepangto

packitforme.Shewashis"goto"chickfor

whateverIneeded.Iworetheslip-onsthatwere

onThefloorandheadedout.Ididnteven

understandwhyIhadadripon.Iwentstraight

tothenursesontheflooriwason.Spoketo

themandoneledmetothedoctor'soffice.Ileft

Gifttherenotgivingadamnabouthim.

Doc:howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:I'mfine.Isthebabyfine?Wherearemy

otherkids?Where'sOra?

Hesighed.

Doc;Youshouldn'thavetakenthedripoffbut

it'sfine.

Me:Where'smydaughter?

HelookedbehindmeandIdidtoo.Giftwas

behindme.

Doc:theirgrandfathercametofetchthem



Me:where'smydaughter?

Doc:Tshia,thinkofthebabyyoucarrying.

Me:Iwillstickthispeninyourthroat!Where's

mydaughter!

Iwasmakingthreats!Unlikeme..butIwas

stressed.ThemanaboveunderstoodwhatI

wasgoingthroughbetterthantheydid.

Doc:Pleasecalmdown.

Me:Where'smychild?

Doc:Wenotsureifshe'llmakeit..Shelostalot

ofblood.

Me:isshe...

Ifelttearsonmyface.

Me:Isshebadlyinjured?

Rhetoricalquestion!

Doc:yes..

Me:CanIseeher?



Doc:That'snot...

Me:CanIseemychild!

Doc:Yourhusbandsaid...

Me:Idon'tcarewhatmyhusbandsaid.Iwant

toseemydaughter.

Gift:Babyit'snotgoodforthe...

Me:OnemoretimeGift!Tryme!

Istoodup.Hehadmyrobeinhishand..

Gift:Here.

Me:Thanks

Iputiton..heandthedoctorexchangedlooks

andhenodded.Heledmetotheintensivecare

unit.

Doc:Hands.

Isanitizedmyhands,putonthatplasticapron

andfollowedhimin.Herlittleselfwascovered

inmachines.Moretearscamedownmyface



andIrememberscreaming.Iwastakenbackto

mywardandwascalmeddown.WhenIWoke

upagain,Gift'shandswerecoveringhisface.

Me;Baby?

Helookedandquicklywipedsomethingoffhis

face.Tears!Ihadneverseenhimcry.Not

once..hiseyeswerestillbloodshotred.Igotoff

thebedandwenttokneelbeforehim.Myhands

foundawayaroundhim

Me:She'llpullthrough.She'sastronggirl.

Gift:Thisisallmyfault.

Me:No.

Gift:Kananelotamperedwiththecar.

Me:What?

Gift:thecamerasinthegarageshowit.

Me:Letmesee.

Hepassedmehisphone



Gift:Videos.

Ifoundthevideoandwatchedashedid

somethingtothecar.

Me:thiswasyesterday?

Gift:Whilewewereatchurch.Hemissedthat

camera.

Me:Kananelodidthis?

Icouldn'tdigestit..Iwasnotsurewhattodoor

say.Iwascryingagainbutnoscreamthistime.

itwashisturntocomfortme.

Me:Canwegoseeheragain?

Heshookhishead.

Me:please.

Gift:nobabyplease.

Me:Please.

"Listentoyourhusband"

Itwasdad.



Dad:Lily.

Hehelpedmeup.

Me:Dad.

Dad:Howareyou?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Dad:youhungry?

Ishookmyhead.

Dad:Yourmumandgranareinthewaiting

room.

Me:okay

Igotmyshoesagainandwefolloweddadout.

Theyhadlunchboxesforusand5minuteslater,

Gift'smumandhisbrotherKevinwerewithus.

G'smum:DidthedoctorsayAnything?

Gift:noma..Tshepangjustdonatedbloodan

hourago

Ididntevenknowthat.



Priscilla:She'llbefine.

IkeptquietbuttheminuteKananelowalkedin,I

justwelcomedhimwithslapsandwhendad

triedtopullhimfromme,Ikickedhiminhis

chestandhealmostlostbalance.

Me:Getout!

Kana:TshiaI...

Me:mydaughterisintherefightingforherlife

becauseyouhaveabruisedego!Youdivorced

me!Whycan'tyouleaveusalone!Why!

Kana:Tsh...

Me:Getout!Getoutanddontyouevercome

backhere.

ItooktheBottleKevinhadandthrewitathim.

Hewalkedoutandweallsatthereinsilence

untilGranbrokeitout.

Gran:letspray.

Weallgotupandmyhandfounditswayinto



Gift's.

Gran:Lordwecallyou...

Shesaidaverylongprayerandafterher"amen",

Giftlefttheroom.Hewasn'tokayatall.My

eyesfollowedhimtillheleftus.

Dad:It'snothisfaultTshia..tellhim.

Me:Itrieddad

Dad:Gobewithhim.

Iquicklygotupandfollowedhimout.Iwaited

andwatchedwherehewasgoingandheaded

thatway.

Gift:Sunshine...

Therewasacrackinhisvoice.

Gift:Sunshine,afteryourownfleshandblood

pushedyoufromhim,Ivoweddeepinmyheart

thatI'dprotectyouandloveyou.ThatI'dgive

youalltheloveyoudeserve,Inamedyou

sunshinecozthat'sexactlywhatyouareto



me....

Hepausedtryingtoholditbackin.

Gift:Pleasecomebacktome.There'sstillalot

ofloveIneedtogiveyou.
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Ifeltmycheekswet.Islowlywalkedoutthe

room,foundthenearestbathroomandcried.I

wasbroken..morebrokenthanIwasbefore.It

wasn'thisfault.ItwasKananelo's.Hewasthe

monsterinallofthis.Giftwasobviouslygoing

toblamehimselfbecausehewasbehindthe

steeringwheel.Iwashedmyfaceandwalked

outagaintothewaitingroom.

Dad:howishe?Whereishe?

Me:StillwithOra

Priscilla:YouneedtostopcryingTshia.

Itookadeepbreath.



Priscilla:It'snothealthyforthechild.

Me:Kev,pleasegotalktohim.

Kev:Okay

Me:Thanks..Pleasegethimoutofthere.

HegotupandIknewhe'dfigureoutwherethe

intensivecareunitwas.Thereweresignsfor

heaven'ssake.

Me:Howarethekidsdoing?

G'smum:thekidsarefineTshia..don'tworry

aboutthem.

IfiguredthattheyhadwentviaDad'stosee

them.

G'smum:IsitfineifIkeepthem?

Inodded.Theywouldbebetteroffatherhouse

anyway.

Me:IsTumeloaskingquestions?

Gran:Tumeloisworriedthattheyare3instead



of4

Me:Whatdidyoutellhim?

Priscilla:TshepangtoldhimthatOrawasstill

herebecauseshehasflu.

Me:Badlie

Priscilla:Tellmeaboutit.

Ikeptquietandstaredintospace..Iwas

worriedaboutGiftandOra.Ihadneverseen

himinthatstate.Ionlycamebacktoearth

whenGiftcalledmyname.

Gift:Hey

Hewasfine.Wellhelookedfine.Betterthanhe

didwhenhewasintheWard

Me:Hi.

Gift:Come.Theparentsareabouttoleave..they

wanttoseeOra.

ThelasttimeIcheckedtheywereintheroom



withme.Whentheyleft,Ididn'tevenseeor

hearathing.

Me:Ididn'tseethem.

Gift:Theydidsaythatyouwereoutofitwhen

theyleft.

Me:How'sshenow?

Gift:Stillthesame.

Me:Oh

Ihadexpectedadifferentanswer.Why?Ididn't

know.

Gift:howareyouholdingup?

Isighed..

Me:Idon'tknow

Gift:Whatdoyoufeelnow?

Me:Hate..Rage..IwanttokillKananelo.

Ihadnotears.Noneatall.



Gift:youdon'tmeanthat.

Me:Ido.

Gift:I'lldealwithKananelo.

Me:Noyouwon't.You'll"prayaboutit"

Gift:I'lldealwithKananelo.

Histonescaredme..hesoundedasifhehada

planathandwasreadytosetinmotion.After

hesaidthosewords,Ikeptquiet

Gift:Babytalktome.

Me:Idon'tfeelliketalking.

Ididn'tfeelliketalking.Atall.

Gift:let'sgohome..

Me:Andwho'sgoingtostayhereandwatch

overOra?

Gift:Ihiredtwopeopletostayherethenightso

She'ssafe

Me:Kananelo?



Gift:theyhavehispicture.Theyknowwhotolet

in.

Iknewhewasgoingtogoextremeonthat.

Me:Okay.

Gift:Doyouwanttogoseeher?

Me:No.

Gift:Okaythen.

Hetookmyhandandwewaitedfortheparents

theneventuallywentourseperateways.Mind

you,Ihaddischargedmyself.Whenwegot

home,Ijusttookabathandhecooked.

Gift:Here

Me:I'mnothungry.

Gift:pleaseeat.

HehadputinalotofeffortinthatsoIdecidedI

should.

Me:Canwegobacktothehospital?



Gift:Thedoctor'ssaidyouneedtorest

Me:Gift...

Gift:Tshiano.

MyeyesfellbackonthefoodandIdecidedto

digin.Ihadalotof"getwellsoon"messages

fromColleaguesandmydivas.Alotofmissed

callsfromNombu.ItextedherthatI'dcallher

thenextdaybutshecalledaminuteafterIsent

themessage.

Me:Babe.

Nombu:Areyoufine?

Me:Iam.

Nombu:GifttoldSthethatyouwereallinvolved

inanaccident.Arethekidsfine?

Me:Yes.

Nombu:okayandOra?

Me:Idon'tknow.



Isaiditinalowvoice.

Nombu:I'llcomeseeyoutomorrow.

Me:okay

Nombu:pleaserest.

Me:Iwill.

Nombu:Andanswermycalls.Damnit!Iwas

worried.

Me:IwillNombu..

Nombu:Good.Nowrest.

Me:Bye.

Nombu:Bye.

Wespenttheentireweekgoinginandoutof

hospitalbutIwasgladwhenshefinallypulle

throughonSaturday.Shewasabitoutofitbut

onSunday,shewastheOraheallknew.Ihad

evenlostweight.

Ora:Pops?



Gift:sunshine?

Ora:thefoodhereIsnotnice.WhenamIgoing

home?

Gift:soon

Ora:whenPops?

Gift:Maybetomorrow.

Iwaswatchingthemconverse.Hewas

happy..shewastoo.

Ora:Nobut...

IdidntgetwhatshesaidcozIhadtoanswer

myphone.

Me:Hello.

"I'vebeentryingtocallyou"

Me:who'sthis?

"Seipati"

Me:ohhey.



Seipati:hey..how"sOradoing?

Me:she'sawake.

Seipati:TshiaIThinkKanawasbehindthis.I

wentthroughhishistoryanditseemslikehe

wasgooglinghowtotamperwithacar.

Me:Iknow.

Seipati:I'msorry

Me:whyareyoustillthere?

Seipati:I'mnotallowedtogooutwithouthim.

Me:what?

Seipati:Thislookslikeaprison.Hecaughtme

tryingtoescape.

Me:Thisisnotgood..youneedtogetoutof

there

Seipati:I'mtrying..Ireallyam

Me:There'sahiddengateattheback.

Seipati;Heclosedit.Builtawallwherethere



usedtobeagate.

Me:callthepolice

Seipati:There'snothingIhaven'ttriedyetTshia.

Kananelokeepsthreateningme..Ibeggedthe

helpertoletmeuseherphonetocallyou..Ionly

foundoutthatyouwereinvolvedinanaccident

whenBonganiwasheretolethimknowthat

Youhadbeeninvolvedinanaccident.

Me:I'llgetyououtofthere.

Seipati:I'dappreciatethat.

Me:okaybye.

Seipati:Tshia?

Me:yes?

Seipati:Takecare..

Me:Youtoo.

Ihungup.

"ThewomenIlovearenowbestfriends.How



lovelyisthat"

Hecameoutfromsomehiddencorner

Me:IthoughtItoldyoutonotcomehete.

Kana:Goodjobkeepingmeout.

Me:Fuckyou.

Kana:Seipatiwillonlybefreeifyoucomeback

tome.Withyouasmyfirstwifeandherasmy

second.
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Icouldn'tbelievethis..WhydidGiftstopme

fromattemptingtomurderthisman?

Me:Itoldyoutofuckoff

Kana:How'sourdaughterdoing?

Me:Youhaveadaughterwithme?

Kana:Tshiapleasedon'tdothis.Letmeseeher

please



Me:YourdaughteriswithhermotherSeipati.

Youareabouttowelcomeyoursecond

daughtersoon.

Kana:Youcan'tkeepmefrommychild..

Me:Really?

Kana:youcan't.

Me:YouthinkIdon'tknowthatyouwerebehind

this?

Hiseyesdropped.

Me:Yourownfleshandblood?Look,Iknowyou

didn'twantOrabuttogosuchgreatlengthsto

bringmemiseryreally?

Kana:SheJustgotcaughtinthecrossfire.

Me:Damnrightshewas.I'mgoingtoshowher

whatyoudid.

Kana:No.please.wecanfixthis.

Me:Stayawayfrommychildren.



Kana;Tshia

HetriedtouchingmyhandandIpulledaway.

HepulleditagainalittletighterthistimeandI

couldfeelmywristhurt.

Gift:Getyourhandsoffmywife.

Hedid

Gift:Getoutofhere.

Kana:That'smydaughteryoukeepingmefrom.

Gift:Kananelo...

Hewasverycalm.

Gift:LeaveMfethu.

Stillchilled..Giftwasveryunpredictable.Iknew

hewasangrybuthowheremainedtokeep

calm...Idon'tknow.

Kana:Haiboyyou...

Gift:Leave!

Hegaveupandleft.Itookadeepbreathashe



walkedout

Gift:Areyoufine?

Me:Heneedstobedealtwith

Gift:Hewillbe

Me:Youshouldhaveletmekillhim.

Gift:He'llbedealtwith

Me:When?

Gift:he'llbedealtwith.Come.

WewentbacktoOra.WellhedidwhileI

decidedtotalktothedoctoraboutdischarging

mydaughter

Me:She'snotsafehere.

Doc:She'llbeoutintwodays..she'sfine.

Me:Can'twetakehertoday?

Heshookhishead

Me:She'snotsafehere.



Doc:IunderstandyourconcernTshiabut...

Me:Please.

Doc:Onemorenight..

Me:Okay.

Doc:Butgetsomeonetolookafterher..

Me:Okay.That'sfine.

Doc:Good.

Me:Thankyou.

Doc:YouandGiftaregreatparents.

Suchwarmth.

Me:Thankyou.Wetry.Thankyouforallyour

help.

Doc:It'smyjob

Me:right!

WebothlaughedandIwenttoOra.Theywere

chattingaway.



Gift:Deal?

Ora:Yes

Me:Whatareyoudealing?

Ora:Ice-cream..

Me:Youwantice-cream?

Ora:yes.

Me:Thedoctorswon'tallowthat

Gift:Thedoctorsdon'thavetoknowanything

Theylookedateachotherandgiggled..itwasa

cutescene.

Me:stopcorruptingthatchild.

Gift:Treatswon'thurt

Me:Youbetternotdothat.

Ora:Butmum...

Me:NoOra

Ora:Okay...



Shesaiditsoftly.

Me:good

Weleftthehospitalreallylate.Giftaddedtwo

moreguysassecurityandonemorenanny.

Me:ThedoctorssaidShe'llbedischarged

tomorrow.

Gift:HowdidyoupullThatoff?

Me:Itwaseasy.

Gift:wellthat'sgood.Ineedmykidsunderone

roof

Me:Thosethreedon'twanttocomeback.

Gift:Theywill.

Me:Who'sthatladyyouaddedasthenanny?

Gift:someretirednurse.

Me:Okay.Backgroundcheck?

Gift:Allgoodbaby



Me:Okay.

Gift:Don'tworry.

Me:Afterwhathappenedtoday.

Gift:Shecomeshighlyrecommended.

Me:Wellokay.

Gift:How'sthelittleonedoing?

Heaskedtouchingmybelly.

Me:Ithinkthelittleoneisstillfine.

Gift:youneedtoeatnow

Me:I'vebeeneating.

Gift:Baby,youneedtoeat.

Me:NowyousoundlikeNombu

Helaughed

Gift:Idon't.

Me:Youdo.

Gift:She'sagreatfriend.



Me:Yessheis

Shewasalwaysatthehospital..Thedivas

cametoo..acoupleoftimes.Andtheguys.We

Reallyappreciatedtheirsupport.Alot.Winnie

andMikeydidtoo.

Gift:Lookatyousmiling.

Me:Ihaven'treallyhadthebestluckwith

friends

Gift:Ah!I'myourfriendnow

Me:That'sright.

Wewerehappyagain.Wehadbeenstressed

andmiserable.

Gift:YougonletmeinnowthatEverything's

fine.

Ilaughed.

Me:Thatthirsty?

Gift;Baby!



Me:Nah!You'llhavetowaituntilOraisbackat

school.

Gift:What?

Me:yes.

Gift:Notfair.

Me:Ohyou'llbefine.

WehadagoodrestWhenwegothomeandthe

nextday,Oracameback.Iwashappy.My

motherinlawhaddecidedthattheothers

wouldcomebackthenextday.Madesense.

Oraneededtorest.

Nombu:Okaybaby...Bye.

Shehungup.

Nombu:ThatwasSthe.

Me.duh

Nombu:hesaystheyjustreceivedsomenews

aboutKananelo.



Me:Hecangojump.

Nombu:Apparentlyhegotburntinhiscar.The

enginejustcaughtfireandwhenhetriedtoget

outhewaslockedin..how!Nobodyknows

becausehehadthekeywithhiminside.

Apparentlyhislowerbodyisbadlyinjured
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Nothingshockedmeanymore.IknewGifthada

Handinthis.Hehadbeenonthephonewith

peoplesincewecamebackfromthehospitalto

getOra.

Me:Shame!

Nombu:hedeservesit

Me:Couldn'thavesaiditbetter..

Nombu:Maybehisancestorsarepunishinghim.

Me:Nombu,Idon'tcare.



Nombu:Makessense....

Me:DidSeipatitellyouwhat'sgoingdownin

herhouse?

Nombu:yesactually.Thisisablessingin

disguiseforher.

Ithoughtitwouldbe.Idecidetocallher.Her

phoneringslucklilyandsheanswers.

Me:Yougotyourphoneback?

Seipati:YesIdid.

Shebreathingheavily

Nombu:areyouokay?

We'veputheronloudspeaker.

Seipati:Iam.I'mjustpackingmythings.

Me:andsecurity?

Seipati:I'mtryingtofigureitout..

Nombu:okaydothat.



Me:hecan'tdoanythingtoyounow.

Nombu:howbadishe?

Seipati:hiscousinsayshe'sburntrightupto

theknees.Apparentlyhewaslockedinbutthe

peoplearoundhimwereabletohelphim.

Nombu:Ohthat'sbad.

Me:Justgetoutofthere.

Seipati:Okay.

Me:Keepusupdatedokay?

Seipati:Iwill.

Nombu:Becareful.

Seipati;Thanksguys

Nombu:andtelluswhereyouare.

Seipati:I'mheadingstraighttoMafikeng

Nombu:howareyougoingtogetthere?

Seipati:Taxi



Me:Goodplan.

Nombu:Talklater.

Seipati:bye

Wesighedassoonaswehungup

Nombu:WellyouareabetterpersonthanIam

Me:whydoyousayso?

Nombu:howconcernedyouareaboutSeipati

Me:mymumalwaysemphasizedhumility

Nombu:Teachmesomeofit.

Me:Ohyouhavealotofit.

Shesmiled.Shedid.That'swhyIlovedsomuch.

Me:Grabsomethingtoeat

Nombu:Andwhatdoyouwant?

Me:Cheesesandwich.

Nombu:younotexactlyafanofcheese..

Me:Thiskidis..letmegocheckonOra.



Nombu:Okaythen.

Iwenttocheckonherandshewasstillasleep.

Thatkiddidntknowhowtosleep.Shewas

alreadyontheedgeofthebed.Ihadtopullher

backtothemiddleandputapolaronherlittle

body.Ifelthappy.Whowouldn'tbe?My

daughterhadmadeit.

Me:stillsleeping.

Nombu:Themedsgotherout?

Me:Iamgladtheydid..Oratalkstoomuch.

Shelaughed

Nombu:She'sadorable.

Me;youthink?

Nombu:sheis.

Me:I'mgladyouthinksocozshe'snot.

Nombu:she'sagreatkid.Tellme,How'sthe

pregnancytreatingyou?



Me:Backtoeatingat1amandagainat4an.

Nombu:that'sgreat!

Herinnerchildwasout..

Nombu:Youlooklikeyouhavekwashiorkor.

Itwasmyturntolaugh

Me:whatever!

Nombu:Youknowit'strue.

Irolledmyeyesatherandpouredussome

wine.

Nombu:YoutryingtokillmyGodchild?

Me:oneglasswon'thurt.

Nombu:Sayswho?

Me:Experts..Youknowthistoo.

Nombu:Ineverdrankwhilepregnant.

Shetookmydrinkanddowneditdownher

throat.



Me:Justlikethat?Downyouroesophagus?

Justlikethat?

Nombu:Iwon'tletyoukillmyGodchild.You

knowIalmostlosthim..

Me:him?

Nombu:it'saboy.Icanfeelit.Godmother!

Me:Youshouldn'thavedrankthatvodkawhen

youwalkedinhere.

Nombu:Iwastryingtodestress.

Me:Andyoubetternotplanababyshower.I

knowyou!

Nombu:Youtellingme?

Me:Yes

Nombu:Youcan'tdo.that.

Me:Ijustdid.

Nombu:Youarehavingababyshower.

Me:Iwontcome.Babyshowersareforfirsttime



mothers.

Nombu:Sayswho?

Me:me.

Nombu:We'llsee.YouthinkI'llletyouwaste

money?

Me:asifthat'ssomethingnew.

Webothlaughed

Nombu:It'snotmyfaultthatI'mmarriedtoa

richman.

Me:wellexcusesomeofuswhostilllivein

Diepkloof.

Shelaughed

Nombu:Youaremarriedtothewealthiest.

Me:that'swhatyousaidaboutKananelo.

Nombu:ThatwasbeforeweallfiguredthatGift

istheleadingmaninthisandshowslessthan

whathereallyis.



Me:hedoesthatalot.Ijustworkcozstayingat

homewoulddrivemecrazy.Hedoesntletme

doanythingwithmymoney.He'salready

settledfeesforthenexttwoyears

Nombu:we'lltravel.

Me:Wellthat'sagreatidea.

Nombu:aman'sjobistoprovideforhisfamily.

Lethim..

Me:okayfine.

Nombu:Noweat.

Shewasalreadymakingmoresandwiches.She

helpedmecookandleftataround16:00.

Nolo:I'llcomeTomorrow.

Me:Noproblemcuz.

Nolo:Howisshethough?

Me:Betterthanthelasttimeyousawheratthe

hospital



Nolo:That'sgood.Sabelohasbeenworried

Me:Sabeloissuchagreatcousinthough.

Nolo:Apesteringonetoo.

Ilaughed.

Me:Thankyouforyoursupportcuz.

Nolo:Don'tmentionit.It'samust

Me:Wellthankyou.

Nolo:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoobabe

Nolo:GiveOraakissforme.

Me:Iwill.

Nolo:Byelove

Me:Byebabe.

IhungupGiftcameback20minutesafter,went

tocheckonOrawhowasstillasleepandcame

backtome.



Me:Babe?

Gift:Hellothere.

Me:Howareyou?

Gift:Great.Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.Kananelo'sinhospital.

Gift:Iknow

Me:Wereyouresponsibleforthat?

Gift:Yesso?

Me:Look,whenIsaid"Iwanttokillhim",I

didn'tmeanitliterally.Iwasjustangry.You

can'tbegoingaroundburningpeople,it'snot..

Gift:Listen,thatbastardalmostkilledmywife,

Mythreedaughtersandmyson.YouthinkI'll

justlethimgetawaywiththis?

Me:Butit'sreallynotworthit.Ourchildisfine.

Hethrewsomebookatme.IknewItverywell.

ItwasanotebookKananeloalwayskeptinhis



office.Ithoughtitwasfornumbers.Iopenedit

tothemarkedpage."Accident"wasscratched

out."kidnapTumelo"wasthesecondpoint.I

lookedupathim.

Gift:Thisisworthit!
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Icouldn'tbelieveit.TheKananeloIknew

wouldn'tdoanythingtohurthiskids.Everything

toprotectthem.Wherewashismadness

comingfrom?Washegoodathidingit?DidI

drivehimtoit?Icouldn'tunderstand.Iwas

tryingtofigureitoutbutIcouldn't.ImeanIhad

experiencedhiscaringandlovingside.Ihad

alsoexperiencedhisbadside.Buttodothisto

hisownkids?

Me:Something'swrongwithKananelo.

Iwasheartbroken.



Gift:Right.

Me:TheKananeloIknowwouldneverdothisto

hiskids.

Gift:wellheisdoingit.Iwon'tallowthatto

happen..

Me:isthisevennormalbehavior?

Gift:Idontknow.

Hegrabbedanappleandabottleofwater.

Gift:I'mgoingtocheckonOra

Me:Youwerethereafewminutesago.

Gift:Tshia,letmebeplease

Me:Okay

Gift:Thankyou.Loveyou

Me:Loveyoutoo

IwatchedashewalkedawayandIcalled

Thabsi.



Thabsi:Moms.

Me:Hellobaby.

Thabsi:Howareyoumoms?

Me:I'mokaybaby.Howareyouguysdoing?

Thabsi:wearefine.How'sOra?Issheback?

Shewasveryworried.

Me:Yesshe'sbackandshe'sfine

Thabsi:Canyoucomefetchusnow?

Me:Nobaby.

Thabsi:Whymum?

Me:Ispoketoyourgrams..wedecidedthatyou

kidswillComebacktomorrow.WewantOrato

restabit

Thabsi:OkayIunderstand.

Me:Arethetwolittleonesfine?

Thabsi:theyare.TheywentoutwithUncleKev.



Me:Okaythen.I'llcallyoubeforeyousleep

okay?

Thabsi:Okaymoms.

Me:CanItalktoyourgran?

Thabsi:goingthroughma'am.

Me:okayreceptionist.

Shegiggledandgavehergrandmotherthe

phone

G'smum:Masechaba.

Shegavemethatnameaftermylobola

negotiations

Me:Mama.

G'smum:howareyou?IsOrafine?

Me:She'sokay..she'swithGift.

G'smum:ohthat'sgood.Ican'twaittoseeher

tomorrow.

Me:shecan'twaittoseeyoutoomama.Are



thosethreegivingYouahardtime?

G'smum:PleasetellGifttocomefetchhisson.

Ilaughed.

Me:Thatkidisaproblem.

G'smum:butI'llmisshimthemomenthewalks

outwithhisbags.

Welaughed.Shelovedtheideaofhavinga

"grandson".ThaboandKevinwerehavingnone

ofthat.Althoughoneofthemwasmarried.

Me:Youneedtorestnow..youknowthey'llbe

upinthereaftertwodays..

G'smum:That'sright.Howareyouholdingup?

Masechaba,Ihopeyouareeatingbecausethat

grandchildyoucarryingneedsfood

Me:Iamma.

ShesoundedjustlikeNombu.

G'smum:Good.Youcan'tbelosinganymore



weight.

Me:Yesma'am.

"babe"

ThatwasGift.

G'smum:Gift?

Me:yesmama.Ihavetogo.

G'smum:Okaythen..seeyouTomorrow.

Me:Okayma.

WesaidourgoodbyesandIwenttoGift

Me:Babe?

Gift:Comeseethis..

Isatnexttohim.

Me:YoudonecheckingonOra?

Gift:She'sstillasleep.

Me:Isshefine?

Gift:Thedoctorsdidsayshe'llbeoutofitfora



while..

Me:Sheneedstowakeupandeat.

Gift:no..letherrest

Isighed

Me:Okay

Gift:So?

Me:so?

Gift:Chooseoneyoulike.

Me:Acar?

Gift:Yesbaby.

Iwaslookingatfamilycars.

Me:doweneedone?

Gift:yes.

Me:why?

Gift:Weexpectinganotherchild.

Me:okaythisone



Ipickedoutsome7seatercar

Gift:It'sugly.

Me:Ohno.

Helaughed

Gift:don'tbedramatic.

Me:butyouaskedandIanswered

Gift:Whataboutthisone?

Me:It'snice

Gift:Canwedecideonone?

Me:Okaylet'sComparefeatures.

Gift:Okay.

Wespentabout20minutesandfinallymadea

decision.Onewewerebothhappywith.

Me:Baby?

Gift:YesWife?

Me:SoIwanttogoseeKananelo.



Gift:Youwanttoconfronthim?

Me:Ifeellikeit'ssomethingIwanttodo.

Gift:Doyouwantmetocomewith?

Me:Doyouwanttocomewith?

Gift:noI'llstayherewiththekids.

Igiggled.

Me:Youlikewastingmybreathdon'tyou?

Gift:Ilovelisteningtoyourvoice.

Me:Ah.Ifigured.Wantmetosingtoyou?

Gift:Nononono.Let'ssticktotalkingokay?

Me:Badhusband!

Gift:NoI'mnot.

Me:Yesyouare!

Gift:noI'mnot.

Me:Okaywhateverhusband.

Gift:Younotmadatme?



Ishookmyhead.

Me;Youwerejustprotectingus.

Gift:I'mhungry.

Me:let'sokay.

Ileftitathimbeingrandom,Idishedupforus

andOrawokeupforaboutanhourandthen

wentbacktobed.Wesleptat23:00andthe

nextday,Idecidedtogotothehospital.

Kananelo'scousinsandmotherwerethere.I

justgreetedthemandstoodatthecornerwith

Myeyesfixedonhimuntilhismother

suggestedthattheyleaveandgiveusspace.

Me:Why?

Iasked.Mycheekswerealreadywet.

Me:Youalmostkilledyourdaughternowyou

wanttokidnapmyson?

Kana:really?Youdon'tevengreet.

Me:whathaveyouturnedinto?Thisisnotyou.



Youdidn'tevenwantaflytositonyourkidsbut

now..

Kana:Ifyouweren'tsostubborn,ifyouwere

justsubmissive,Ifyouwerentthisdefying

personthatyouare,Ifyouhadn'tcheated,ifyou

hadn'tsleptwithGift,ifyouhadn'tmarriedhim,

ifyouhadn'tfallenpregnantforhimthenwe

wouldn'tbehere.Youareresponsibleforthis.

Youdrovemetothis.Thisisallyou!
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Ifeltmybloodboil.Hewaslayingonthatbed

accusingmeofnonsense.Isteppedcloserto

him,tookmyhairpinoffandstartedpokinghis

burntlegswithit.IhadnoideawhyIdidthat

butthefactthathewasscreaminginpaingave

mecomfort.Iwasgladthatnoonewasaround.

Kana:StopitTshiamo!

Me:Whatdidyousay?



ThistimeIhithisrightlegandhescreamed

Kana:Fuck!

Me:don'tblamemeforyournonsense!Don't!

Youcheatedonme,hadachildwithSeipati,

divorcedmewithoutmyknowledgeandnow

yougoingtoblamemeforputtingyour

children'slivesindanger.Theyshouldhave

burntyoutodeath.

Kana:Tshiamo.

Me:Fuckyou!

Ipokedforthelasttimeandlefthisward.Went

pasthisfamilyliketheywereinvisibleanddrove

backtoMyhouse.Goingtherewasnotabad

ideaafterall.Ifeltlighter,weirdIknowbutIdid.

IcouldhearthenoisefromthedrivewayandI

knewtheotherthreewerebackfromschool.

Gift:YourturnTinker.

Noku:"MynameisTinker,I'msoveryflyohmy



it'salittlebitscary..."

Gift:JoininChubby

Thabsi:Ohnodad

ThatwasThabsi'snickname.Apparentlywhen

shewasachubbyfromthedayshewasborntill

shestartedhighschoolandfelttheneedto

loseweight.Ithoughtshehadagreatbodybut

hey...teenagers

.

Gift:Joinin.

ItwasSingingtime.Theywerealwaysforcedto

dothatwiththeirfatherandIknewdeepdown

thattheyenjoyedit.

Thabsi:Okay.

TheyStillcouldn'tseeme.Thabsijoinedinand

sodidOra.GiftandTumelowereenjoyingthe

performance.SowasI.Iclappedwhenthey

weredone.



Me:turningmyhouseintoamadhouse?

Thethreelaughedandmetmehalfwaytohug

Tumelo;ImissedyouTshia.

Me:Imissedyoutoo.

Tumelo:Theunclefromthegaragestillhasn't

takentheairoutofyourstomach.

IlookedatGiftandhegavemethat"leaveme

outofthis"look.

Me:No.

Tumelo:Why?

Noku:That'snotair

Me:hey!

Gift:HomeworkTime.

Noku:Butdad.

Gift:Homework!

Thabsi:Canweatleasteatfirst?



Gift:Thendoyourhomework

Thabsi:Okay

ThabsicarriedOratothekitchenwhileNoku

andTumeloracedthere.Ineverquite

understoodWhytheyfelttheneedtodothat

Gift:Garden?

Me:Thatwouldbenice.

Hetookmyhand,askedMmeSophietolook

afterthemandwewentout.

Me:Yougoingtoaskaboutthevisit?

Gift:Waswaitingforyoutotellme.

Isighed

Me:Whydidn'tyoukillhim?

Gift:I'mnotamurderer.

Me:Buthealmostkilledyou.

Gift:Killinghimwouldbeaneasywayoutdon't

youthink?



Me:Maybeyouright

Gift:Whatmadeyousoangry?

Me:Doesitshow?

Gift:Your"kill"questiongaveitaway.

Me:HeBlamesmeforhisactions.

Gift:whatdoyoumean?

Me:hesaidifIhadn'tcheated,hadn'tdefied

him,gottenpregnantthenhewouldn'tbedoing

allofthis.

Hisfacechanged..Isuddenlydidn'tlikethat

anymore.

Gift:Hesaidthat?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Okay

HewasGiftagain.Iwasn'tsurewhathadjust

happened

Gift:Youshouldjustrelax



Me:wellIwill

Gift:Andeat..

Me:Youallneedtostoptellingmeaboutfood

Gift:younoteatingforoneanymore.

Me:Wowthanksbabe.Greatreminder.Thanks

forremindingmetogetfat

Gift:Ididn'tmeanitinabadway.

Istoodup

Gift:Whoa!Tshia...

Iwalkedawayfromhimandwenttothe

bedroom.Ifacedthecurtainsandminuteslater,

notsurehowmanybutitseemedlikeawhile,

thedooropened.

Gift:Areyousleeping?

Me:Soyoucancallme"lazy"

Hegiggled.

Gift:No.



Hewalkeduptomeandsquattednearthebed

Gift:Youneedtogivebirthassoonaspossible

Me:Youneedtoleave

Gift:WhatdidIdo?

Me:leavemealone.

Gift:Nolo'shere

Igotupfromthebed,fixeditandmyhair.

Me:Thanks

Gift:I'mgoingtoseeaclient.

Me;Atthistime?

Gift:Yes.

Me:Okay.Besafe.

Gift:Ohshestillcares.Notallhope'sgone.

Ipunchedhimlightlyandhepulledmecloseto

kisshim.

Gift:youknowIloveyouright?



Me:yes.

Gift:Withallyourflawsandmentalproblems

right?

Igiggled.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.AndIdon'thavemental

issues.

Gift:That'swhatyouthinkbutIloveyoueither

way.

Me:letmego

Gift:Okay

Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandwewentout.Nolo

wastalkingtoThabsi.HesaidGoodbyetoher

andIwenttojointhem.

Me:Homeworkdeardaughterofmine.

Thabsi:Yesma'am.

Me:Wherearethoseothertwo?

Thabsi:withMmeSophie.Nokuisalreadyinthe



studyroom.

Me:Okaythenbaby.

ShesaidByetoAuntNoloandwalkedoff.

Nolo:IsOrasick?

Me:Yes.

Iansweredlaughing.Orawasbacktobeing

herself.HyperandwellOra.Shewantedtogo

playnetballoutsidebutGifthadtostophercoz

althoughshewashome,shewasn'tfullyhealed

Nolo:Strongkid

Me:Youcansaythatagain.

Nolo:howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'mgoodandhowareyou?

Nolo:I'mokay..youneedtoeatthought.You've

lostalotweight.

Me:Notyouagain,youallkeeptellingmeto...

Myphonerang



Me:Toeat.IhavetonurseOrabacktohealth

firstyouknow?

Ifinallyanswered

Me:Aunty

AuntCelia:Tshia.

Me:Ma?

AuntCelia:Howareyouandthekidsdoing?

Me:Weallfine.

AuntCelia:ImsorryIcouldn'tcomeseeOra.

Yourfathertoldmewhathappened.Leratojust

dumpedherkidsandhasbeengonefortwo

weeks.

Shesoundedsick.

Me:Goloareyoufine?

AuntCelia:BPnana.Areyoubusy?

Me:WellImwithNolo.Iseverythingfine?

AuntCelia:TheTefosjustleft..theytoldmeto



tellyouthataccordingtothemyouarestill

marriedtoKananelobecausenooneletthem

knowaboutthedivorceandthatnosuchthing

existsintheirculture..Thatalthoughhe's

marriedtoSeipati,theydidn'tpaylobolaforher.

Me:Sowhatdoesthathavetodowithme?

AuntCelia:Theyaregoingtoseeyourfather

theysaidandtheyalsodemandthatyougo

backtoyourmaritalhouseandnurseyour

husbandbacktohealth
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Me:What?

AuntC:YesTshia.

Me:whydotheykeepdoingthis?Mygoodness!

AuntC:Calmdown.

Me:Fine.



AuntC:Callyourdad.He'llknowwhattodo

Me:Okay.ThankyouGolo.

AuntC:Okaybaby..keepwell.I'llcomeseeyou

soon.

Me:OkayGolo.

AuntC:ByeNana.

Me:byeGolo.

Ihungupandsighted.

Nolo:isLeratogivinghertrouble?

Me:No.TheTefosare.ApparentlyI'mstilltheir

brideandIneedtogobacktomy"marital"

homeandnursetheirstupidsonbacktohealth.

Nolo:What?

Me:Ineedtocalldad.

Nolo;Goon.

Me:Getadrinkokay?



Nolo:Okay.

ShewenttothekitchenandIhadtocalldad

andtellhim.

Dad:What?

Me:yesdad.

Dad:Okay.I'llhandlethis.

Me:Thankyou.

Dad:worryaboutyourfamilyokay?

Me:Okaydad

Dad:Good.

Me:Thanksdaddy.

Dad:OkayLily.I'llcomeseethosefour

tomorrow.

Me:5

Dad:Thatoneisstilldeveloping.

Igiggled



Me:Iloveyou

Dad:Iloveyoutoo

IlethimhangupandwenttoNolo.

Nolo:And?

Me:hesaidhe'llhandleit.

Nolo:That'sgood.IhopeGiftWon'tloseit.

Sheclearlydidn'tknowGift.

Nolo:ishebadlyinjured?

Me:Wellheis.

Nolo:thatbad?

Me:he'llneverwearshortsagain.

Nolo:Icouldn'tbelieveitwhenyoutextedme

Me:Idon'tevenfeelsorryforhim

Nolo;Youshouldn't.

Me:ButNoloyoudealtwithsuchbehavior

before.



Nolo:BeforeImetmyfirstbabydaddyyes.

Me:Whathappened?

Nolo;Wellhewaskind,caring,loving,hada

problemwiththefactthatIwasworking,he

alwayswantedtoprovide,wantedasubmissive

girlfriend.ThesamethingKanadid.

Me:Andwhendiditchange?

Nolo:itchangedwhenIstartedlookingpretty,

wearingmake-up,whenIstoppedbeinga

sweatpantsandoversizedt-shirts

Me:Soyousayingtheyallstartofflikethis?

Nolo:Theyalwaysstartofflikethat..these

peoplelovealotandenduphurtingusalot.

Theydoalltheycantokeepusintheirlives..

Bearinmind,wehavesuchwomentoo.

Isighedagain.

Me:buttheexpenseofhiskids?

Nolo:Hejustacts.Doesn'tthink.



Me:Ihearyou.

Nolo;He'lleventuallygetbacktohissenses.

Me:Buthestartedallofthis.

Nolo:Heblamesyou?

Me:Yes

Nolo:He'scrazy.

Me:Tellmeaboutit.

Nolo:Andthekids?

Me:LookNolo,IwantedOraandTumeloto

havearelationshipwiththeirfatheryouknow

henceIalwayscalledhimafterourfightsbut

now...

Ishookmyhead.

Nolo:Iunderstand.

Me:CanIhavesomeofthatvodka?

Shelaughed.



NoloForgetit.

Me;Where'sthelittleone?

Nolo:Thatnaughtyone.

Weweretalkingaboutheryoungest.

Me:Stillhavebeefwithyourbabydaddy?

Nolo;He'sgettingmarriedthatone.

Me:Eish

Nolo:noI'mcool.Hecangetmarried.

Ilaughed

Me:Yousoundbitter.

Nolo:IambecauseIgavethosetwomenIhave

kidswithmylife.

Me:Don'tfeelbad

Nolo:wellyou'llsaythatcozyouhaveallthe

luck.

Ilaughed



Me:noIDont.

Nolo:Yesyoudo.

Me:Youknowyourtimewillcomeright?

Nolo:WhenI'm55?

Me:No.

Nolo:Then?

Me:TheyDonthappenatyourpace.

Nolo:WellIguessso.

Me:Let'stalkaboutsomethingelse.

Nolo:Goodidea

WerefrainedfromtalkingaboutOurproblems

anddivedintofamilygossip.Sheleftanhour

laterwhenthekidswerereadytodine.

Ora:Youlatepops.

Gift:Apologies.

Noku:Wherewereyou?



Gift:Out.

Noku:Where?

Me:Dadhadmeetings.

Tumelo:Whydidntyoutakemewith?

Gift:YouwerewithMmeSophieBoyza.

Me:Canwealljustpray?

WeheldhandsandIblessedthefood.

Thabsi:Pops?

Gift:I'mbroke.

Welaughed..evenTumelounderstoodwhatthat

meant.

Thabsi:I'mnotabouttoaskforMoney.

Gift:Then?

Thabsi:Someguy...

Gift:No.

Me:Gift.



Gift:No.

Me:justlistentothechild.

Gift:okayttalk

Thabsi;Heaskedmetoaccompanyhimtothe

matricdance.

Gift:Accompanyhimthereandcomeback..

Me:That'snotwhatshemeans.Shemeansthe

guywantshertobeherdate.

Gift:No.

Thabsi:Butdad...

Tumelo:No!

Me:Heykeepquiet!

Tumelo:popssaidNo.

Igaveherthe"letmehandlethis"look.Sheand

Nokuwenttowashthedishesandwenttobed

afterwards.

Me:Youdontthinkyouwereabittoohardon



her?

Gift:No.

Me:Gift...

Gift:whoknowswhattheymightgetupto?

Me:Thabsiisasmartgirl.

Gift:Iknowthat.

Me:So?

Gift:ItsthisboyIdon'ttrust.

Me:Youdon'tevenknowtheboy..justrevisit

thisokay?

Gift:okayfine.

Me:thankyou.

Gift:Here.

Hepassedmesomedocuments.

Me:What'sthis?

IaskedScanningthedocuments..hejustkept



quiet.

Me:Whoa!What?Proofofpurchase.You

boughtKananelo'scompany?

Gift:Itsnowyours.60%isyours,theother40%

willbeequallydistributedbetweenyoursiblings.
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Me:Gift!

IfeltlikeIwasspinningandsatdown.

Me:What?

Gift:youhaveacompanynow.

Me:Why?

Gift:Whatdoyoumeanwhy?

Me:Idon'twantKananelo'scompany.

Gift:It'sagift



Me:YouplayingDirtynowaren'tyou?

Gift:Doyoublameme?

Iwon'tlie.Iwasangryandsortofturnedon.

Me:Why?

Gift:youreallygoingtoaskmethat?

Me:Tellme....

Heturnedhiswholebodytofacemewhich

meanthewaspayingattention.

Me:Didyoureallybuythecompany?

Gift:Yes

Me:Gift.

Gift:Hesigneditovertoyou.

Me:Forcefully?

Hekeptquiet

Me:Gift!

Gift:IgavehimR50K



Me:What!?

Kananelo'scompanywasworthmillions.That

muchIknew

Me:Whatelsedidyoudo?

Gift:Nothing.

Me:Stoplying.

Gift:Nothingyet

Me:WhatdoyouMean?

Gift:Nothingyet.

Me:Gift.

Gift:Weshouldsleep.

Me:Youareunbelievabledoyouknowthat?

Gift:NoI'mnot.

Me:Yesyouare.

Gift:Let'snotargueaboutthis

Me:I'mnotgoingtoworkinthatcompany



though

Gift:Ifiguredyouwon't.You'llfindsomeone

who'llrunthecompany.

Me:Haveyouanyideathatyoujustaddedmore

stresstomyplate?

Gift:Youonlyhavetoworryaboutyourself,me,

thekidsandthecompany.

Me:Whataboutthe...

Gift:Don'tworryaboutHim.

Sighed

Me:I'lltakeyourwordforit.

Gift:Thankyou.

WespoketillIfellasleepfirstyesandthenext

daywasascrazyasalltheotherdays.

Ora:WhencanIgobacktoschoolpops?

Gift:Assoonasyouokay.

Ora:ButI'mfine



Gift:Nonotyet.

Shepouted.

Me:Soon

Ora:okay

Me:noweat.

Theothershadleftforschool.Thedrivershad

droppedthemoffattheirschooledandGifthad

assignedpersonalbodyguards.Roughright?He

wasn'ttakinganychances.Noneatall.Ihad

triedtofightitbutgaveup.Hetoldmestraight

upthathewaswillingtocompromiseonalot

butnothiskidssafety.Thabsididn'tlikeitone

bitbecauseitlimitedhertimewithherfriends

andshecouldn'teventakethetaxihome

anymore.

"Moms,talktoyourhusbandplease"

Shesaidtome.AndIfaileddismally.I

understoodwhereGiftcamefromthough.If



Kananelocoulddowhathehaddonetohisown

childrenthenhewasgoingtodowhateverto

Gift'skidswithease

Gift:Areyoufine?

Me:Ithink.so.

Gift:Needthedoctor?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Don'tbeextreme.

Gift:worriedabouther?

Orahadmovedtotheloungetoeatthere.

Me:I'llneverstopworrying.

Gift:Please.

Me:Okay.

Gift:I'vegotyou.

Me:Idon'tlikethesoundofthat.

Hegiggled.



Gift:why?

Me:Wellprobablybecauseyouplaywithfire.

Gift:NoIdon't.

Me:Really?

Gift:Ihavenoideawhatyoumeanbythat.

Me:Playingdumbnow?

Gift:NoI'mnot.youneedtoelaborate.

Me:I'mrefusetowastemybreath.

Gift:Onme?

Igiggled.

Me:Ididn'tsaythat.

Gift:Then?

Me:itmeansnothingcanstopyou.

Gift:You'llgetusedtoit.

Me:Really?

Gift:Yes.



Isighed.

Gift:Amanneedstoprotecthisfamily.

Me:That'strue.

Gift:withallhehas.

Thetoneheusedscaredme.

Gift:I'llbewithmydaughter

Me:okay.

Iwatchedashewalkedawayandtidiedupin

thekitchen.Iranherbathwhenshewasdone

eatingshefellasleepaftershetookher

medicine

"Openup"

Itwasmybestfriend.

Me:Okay.

Itoldthesecuritytoletherinandshe

complainedtheminutesshewalkedin.

Nombu:MygoodnessGift!Isthisaprison?



Gift:No.

Nombu:Then?

Hegiggled.

Gift:havefunladies.I'mgoingtoseemumbaby

Me:Okaymylove.

Wekissedandheleft.

Nombu:areyouokay?

Me:Don'tIlookokay?

Nombu:No.

Me:Thispregnancyisabithardonme

Nombu:Iunderstand.Kananelo?

Me:Hisfamilywantsmetotakecareofhim.

Nombu:What?Younottheirbrideanymore

Me:Theysaidtheydon'tacknowledgethat.

Nombu:DoesGiftknow?

Me:no.Ihaven'thadthechancetotellhimyet



Nombu:Wellarenttheymad...

Myphonerang.

Me:girl.

Seipati:HeyTshia.

Me:ArrivedWell?

Seipati:Yes.Ifeelfreenow

Me:Ihopeyousafeaswell.

Seipati:Ihopesotoo.Howishe?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Seipati:Ishouldn'thaveaskedyouthat.

Me:Itsokay.

Seipati:Tshia,PleasetellGiftIsaidthanks.

Me:For?

Seipati:Allthemoneyhetransferred.

Me:Allthemoneyhetransferred?

Seipati:Yes.Hetransferredeverything



Kananelohadinhisaccountstome.
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Iwasshocked.MaybeIneededanotherwordto

describewhatIwasfeelingcozthewordIused

wasanunderstatement.

Me:OhI'lltellhim

Seipati:let'skeepintouchplease.

Me:notaproblem.

Seipati:ThanksTshia.Forbeingthepersonthat

youare

Me:It'sOkay.SayhitoRoriforme.

Seipati:Iwill.

Me:Okay.



Wesaidourgoodbyesandhungup.Ihadtoact

asnormalaspossibleotherwise,Detective

Nombuwasgoingtobeonmycase.

Nombu:wasthatSeipati?

Me:Yes.Shesaysshe'ssafe.

Nombu:SthementionedthatKananelowanted

herpresentatthehospitalbutshedidn'tcome.

Me:Sheneededtogetawayfromhim.

Nombu:OnlyyouandIknowthat.

Me:Youcansaythatagain.

Nombu:IheardKananelosoldhiscompany.

SthewasmentioningIttoBongani.It'sstill

unknownwhyhe'ddothat.

Me:He'salwayswantedtoretirewhenhewas

40something..



Nombu:butimmediatelyafterhegetsburnt.

Nah.Confidenceisonadownlow.

Me:OhNombu!

Nombu:YouknowI'mright.

Me:ShouldIgetyousomethingtoeat?

Iwaschangingthetopic.

Nombu:Yesplease.

Me:Okay

Imadehersomethingquickwhileshewenton

andonabouthowMoratuapissedheroff.

Nombu:She'sgotanattitude.



Shewasclickinghertongue.

Me:Theyalldo.Buthaven'tyoulearnttonot

takeittoheart?Theyjustobsessedabout

moneyandallthefinerthingsinlife.

Nombu:Youthink?

Me:I'veacceptedthem.

Nombu:Youhardlychillwiththem.

Me:MorereasonwhyI'veacceptedthem..

Nombu:HowdoIdealwithher?

Me:Justsitherdownandtalktoher.

Nombu:Justlikethat?

Inodded.

Me;That'swhatgrownwomendo.Youwantto



beatherup?

Shelaughed.

Nombu:I'dgetdivorced

Me:Shameman.

Nombu:Sthedoesn'tlikephysicallyfighting

women..

Me:Idon'tlikethemtoo.

Sherolledhereyes.

Me:Dealwithitinagrownupway..Nombuyou

areawisewoman.Thepeacemaker

Nombu:Evenpeacemakersgetpissed.

Me:Wellyouknowwhat,ifIwasn'tdealingwith



Ora,I'dtrytojumpin.

Nombu:lies.

Webothlaughed

Nombu:Youwouldn't.

Me;Okaytrue.

Nombu:IknewIt.

Me:Idon'tlikegettinginvolvedinthingsI

wasn'tapartof.YouandMoramustjustsort

thingsout.

Shesippedonherdrink..Iwasn'tworriedcozI

knewtheyweregoingtofixthingsanyway.The

divaswerealwaysuptosomethinganyway.

Manicure,pedicure,massages,lunch,drinks,

islands,shopping,makeup.ThingsIdidn'thave



timeforcozIworkedandbesidesIwasa

familywoman..raisingTshepangmademethat

way.I'dratherspendtimewithmyfamilythan

atspasandalltheydid.

Me:Okay?

Nombu:Okay.Whenwillyouknowthegender?

Me:Whydoyouask?

Nombu:Ihavetostartplanningthebabyshower.

Me:Notthisagain

Nombu:Tshia.Itsmymoney.

Me:Itsmybaby.

Nombu:ItsmyGodchild.

Isighed.



Me:I'llletYouknow.

Nombu:when'syournextappointment?

Me:Why?

Nombu:Iwanttocomewith.

Me:No.

Nombu:Tshia...

Me:ThesethingsareforGiftandI.

Nombu:fine.

Shehadgivenup.Can'tsayIwasn'thappy

though.

Nombu:ButyoumusttellmeTshia.

Me:OkayNombu.

Nombu:Good.

Me:Okayma'am.



Ispenttheafternoonwithher.Orawashappyto

seeAuntyNombutoo.Theywereahouseon

Fire.Sheleft30minutesbeforethekidscame

back.

Gift:Idon'tlikethatboy.

ItwasGiftandThabsi.Theywereatitagaim.

Thabsi:Butdad!

Gift:Younotgoingtothematricdancewithhim.

NokuandTumelogreetedmeandwenttofind

MmeSophie.

Orajoinedthem.



Me:whatnow?

Thabsi:Dadwon'tletmeGotothematricdance.

Me:Babe?

Gift:Isawtheboy.

Thabsi:There'snothingwrongwithhim

Gift:there'severythingwrongwithhim.

Me:Whatnow?

Thabsi:DadmetAaron

Me:And?

Gift:Helookslikeathug.

ThabsiandIlookedateachother.

Gift:you'llgotoyourmatricdancenextyear.

Withaproperdate

Thabsi:ButIwantedtogotothisone.



Gift:ForgetIt.

Thabsi:Ican'twaittogrowup.

Gift:Shame.

Hewasn'tevenfeelingbadforbreakinghis

daughter'sheart.

Me:Gogetchangedbaby.

Thabsi:Okaymoms.

Sheleftus.

Me:Yourword'sfinal?

Gift:Helookslikeathugbaby.

Me:Thenyoushouldlikehimcozhe'samini

you.



Gift:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:HowdidyoutransferKananelo'smoney

fromhispersonalaccounts?

Gift:Itwassimple.

Me:Gift?

Gift:IjusthadtohelpSeipati.Theyaresorted

down..educationfundssorted,clothes,

allowancesAndsoon.

Me:Kananelo?

Gift:Hehas50ktohisname

Me;Itwasn'tsupposetogettothis

Gift:Oh?

Me:burninghimwasenough.Giftstopplease

Gift:Why?

Me:Ineedpeace.

Gift:you'llhavepeace



Me:How?Whenyouconstantlyplottingagainst

eachother?

Gift:Hestartedthis.Iwouldhaveletitgobuthe

involvedmykids.

Me:Yesbut...

Myphonerang.

Me:Helloma.

Kana'smum:HelloTshia.

Me:Ma,howareyou?

Kana'smum:notgoodatall.Kananelo'smoney

hasbeenstolenandhismedicalaidhasbeen

stoppedtoo.Itapparentlydoesn'tappearinthe

systemsanymore.

Shesoundedlikeshewascrying.



Kana'smum:We'veusedhislast50ktosettle

otherdebtsandnotmuchofitisleft.Canyou

helpplease?
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Gift'seyeswereonme.Iknewhecouldn'thear

whoIwastalkingto.

Me:CanIcallyoubacktomorrow?

Kana'smum:OkayTshia.

Me:Thankyousomuch.

Ihungup.



Gift:And?

Me:SomeladywhosellsmaterialfromGhana.I

wantedtomakeadressoutofone.shesays

shehasnewstocksowantstocomebyand

showme.

Gift:Okay.

Notsuspiciousatall.

Me:Youneedtostopnow

Gift:why?

Me:I'mseriousGift.

Gift:Iknowthat.

Me:Good.



Imovedawayfromhimandwenttothe

bathroom.Iwasconflicted.Ifeltsorryforhis

motherandhim.Anotherpartsaidhedeserved

allhehadcominghiswaybutreally?Getting

burntyes.Butbeingbrokeno.Ididn'tknow

whattodayortodo.

Tumelo:Tshia!

Hewasshouting.

Tumelo:Tshiamo!

Me:I'mcoming.

Wewasleaningagainstthewall.

Me:WhatdidIdonow?



Tumelo:Theauntiesarehere.

Me:Oh?

Tumelo:AnduncleLesedi.

Me:Ohnice.I'mcoming.

Tumelo:Okay.

Hewaitedformetogowithhim.Hedidn't

understand"I'mcomng"

Tumelo:Theairinhereismakingyourtummy

bigger.

Me:Yes

Tumelo:Why?

Me:Itincreaseseveryday.

Tumelo:Letitout.

Me:No.



Tumelo:Why?

Me:Godwilltakeitout

Tumelo:When?

Me:Soon.

Tumelo:youlookfatTshia.

Iwasoffended.Really.ImeanTumelojustsaid

whateverandmovedonwithLife.Ifollowed

himoutandfoundmysiblingswithGift.I

greetedthem.

Me:I'mbrokeguys.

Theylaughed

Lesedi:Wenothereformoney.



Me:really?

Resego:Weheretoseeyou.

Me:Ohmustbemyluckyday.

Lesedi:wellI'mheretoseemyniece.

Me:Right!

Lesedi:Butyougoodsis?

Me:Iam.Areyou?

Lesedi:I'mfine.

Me:Tshepanggogetyouguyssomethingto

drink.

Tshepang:Wineanyone?

Gift:Idon'twanttowitnessamurderplease

Wealllaughed.

Tshepang:yeahGoodpoint.Juice.



Me:Smartgirl.

Gift:I'llbeoutside

Me:Younotjoiningus?

Gift:No.

Me:whynot?

Gift:letmeletthesiblingsbond.

Me:okaythen.

IwatchedashewalkedoutandIsatwithmy

sisandbro.

Me:Where'sBontle?

Resego:Netballpractice.

Me:Itoldyoutostartbringingherwith

Resego:Butshedoesn'tcareaboutus.

Me:Youdon'tcareabouther.



Lesedi:That'snottrue.Wehavenothingin

common.

Ilaughed

Me:Bontleis12,

Lesedi:Exactly.

Me:Idon'twantherfeelingleftout

Resego:Let'swaittillsheturns18

Me:Horrible!

TheygiggledandTshepangcamebackwith

Juice.

Tshepang:Hereyouallgo.



Wethankedher.

Me:Sowhyareyouhere?

Theyexchangedlooksandgiggled.

Me:Andnow?

Resego:Weneedyourhelp.

Me:Whathelp?

Resego:Wewanttogoaway.

Me:Areyouguysawarethatyouallworknow?

Lesedi:Yes.

Me:So?

Lesedi:Dadntwana.

Me:Ntwana,dadknowsyouoldenoughnow.

Tshepang:Dadstilltreatsuslikewe5



Me:Youwantmetotalktohim?

Resego:Please

Me:Okay.

Lesedi:thankshome.

Me:Whereto?

Tshepang:Durban.

Ilaughed

Me:YhonowIunderstandwhy.

Resego:Yousee?

Me:Wellheknowswhatpartyanimalyouareso

ifhesaysno.

Tshepang:Wewon'tdoanythingwrong.

Me:Areyougoingwithyourpartners?

Tshepang:Igotdumpedso.



Me:Ohyes.Poorthing.

Theygiggled.

Tshepang:Notfair.

Me:You'llfindtherightone

Lesedi:Nowrelax.

Me:exactlytakePalesawith.

Tshepang:OhNo.Thatshowofflover.

Welaughedaboutitandchangedthetopic.I

lovedhavingmysiblingsovercoztheyalways

managedtocheermeupandforgetaboutthe

nonsenseIkeptdealingwith.Theyleftafterwe

hadorderedtakeawaysataround20:00they

left.Thenextmorningwasastheusual,getthe

kidsreadyforschoolandlookafterOra.I



wantedtogobacktowork.Nolo.calledtosay

thatshe'dcomeoverandshearrivedanhour

later

Me:Doyounotwork?

Nolo:ItookthedayoffcozI'mtired

Me:Icanrelate.

Nolo:Where'sOra?

Me:Shejustwenttobedafewminutesago.

Thosemedsgetherdown.

Nolo:AndI'msureyouoverdoseher.

Igiggled

Me:No.ButIneedabreakaswell..Thehouse

frustratesher.Shewantstogobacktoschool.

Nolo:Idon'tblameher.Butyoulookfrustrated



aswell.

Me:Iam.

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:Kana'smumcalled.Theyneedhelpwiththe

hospitalbill.

Nolo:Isn'tKanaRich?

Me:No.He'smedicalaidhassomeproblems

andhe'sgonebroke..hesoldhiscompanyat

somestupidprice.

Shewasshocked.Ididn'twanttogodeepinto

it.

Nolo:So?

Me:I'mconflicted.



Nolo:so?

Me:Imean,KananelohashurtmealotbutI

can'terasedthetonofgoodhehasdoneforme

andTshepangyouknow?

Nolo:Tshia?

Me:I'mgoingtohelphimNolo.
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Nolo:Areyousureaboutthis?

Inodded.

Me:Ineedtohelphim.

Nolo:need?



Me:okaywanttohelphim.

Nolo:whataboutGift?

Me:Hedoesnthavetoknow.

Nolo:Tshia.

Me:Nolo.

Nolo:Thisisnotgoingtoendwell.

Me:Thiswillbeoursecret.

Nolo:Howwillyoudoit?

Me:I'lljustsettlethedebtwithoutKananelo

knowing.

Nolo:how?

Me:Idontknow.

Nolo:Youhaveagoodheartsis.

Me:Iknowright?

Shesighed.



Nolo:Youreallytakeafteryourmum.

Me:Ne?

Nolo:Yes.Youlookpastthewrongthathas

beendonetoyou.

Me:Idon'tbelieveinrevenge.

Nolo:Clearly.

Me:Wantsomethingtoeat?

Nolo:Thatobvious?

Me:Yes.

Shelaughed.

Nolo:WhateverTshia.

Me:whatdoyoufeellikeeating?

Nolo:Somethinggreasy



Me:Wellokay.Burgers?

Nolo:Withchips.

Me:suchhardwork.

Nolo:I'llhelppreggers.

Me:Ohgreat!

IgotherthepotatoestopeelwhileIfriedthe

burgers.

Nolo:Youneverexcitedaboutyourpregnancies.

Me:Whatdoyoumeancuz?

Nolo:Itseemslikeit.

Me:Ihavenoideawhatyoumean.

Iwaslying.



Nolo:Tshiamo!.

Shesnapped.

Nolo:Youneverhappywhenyoupregnant.

Me:That'snottrue.

Nolo:Itis.

Me:MaybecozI'vedonethisbefore

Nolo:Butyoudoingitwiththepersonyoulove

now.

Me:True.

Nolo:Then?

Me:Maybecozthere'sbeenalotgoingon.

Nolo:Makessense.

Me:youknow.

Nolo:Gender?



Me:Maybewhenwehavethenextultrasound.

Nolo:good.

Me:Why?

Sherolledhereyes.

Nolo:Babyshower.

Me:OhmyGoodness!

Nolo:Whatisit?

Me:YouandNombuarethesame.

Nolo:Thenletusbe.

Me:no.

Nolo:Nochoice.

Me:Okay.

Nolo:Isthatayes?

Me:Wellyoucandowhatever!



Iwasn'twillingtofighthertoo.Nombuwas

alreadyplanningitthatIknew.

Nolo:OhAmen!

Me:Whatever.

Nolo:Whenlastdidwegoout?

Me:OhNolo.BeforeIbecameawife.

Nolo:Yourlifewentfromboringtobusyand

busy

Me:Tellmeaboutit.ThisisallAuntCelia'sfault.

Nolo:Youareveryright.

Me:IwouldhavebeenmarriedtoLungelo.

Welaughed.



Nolo:You'dprobablybeawidownow.

Me:Hey!Thesesoldiershardlygotowar.

Nolo:Ohyes.True.

Igiggled.

Me:Stupid.

Nolo:I'vealwaysbeenabitblonde.

Me:Abit?

Nolo:okayalot.

Me:exactly!

Nolo:Butdoyouthinkaboutit?

Me:About?

Nolo:Howlifewouldhaveendedup.

Me:Sometimes.

Nolo:Why?



Me:YouknowNolo...

Ilookedather.

Me:Asclichéasitmaysound,youmighthavea

lotofmoneyandalittlehappiness.

Nolo:Andnow?

Me:Imeandespitethedrama,Ifound

happinesswithGift

Nolo:AndwithKana?

Me:Youknowhowroughitwasthere.

Shesighed.

Nolo:You'vebeenthroughalot.

Me:sincemymumdied.



Nolo:You'llbefine.

Me:Yes.Nowcanwechangethetopic!

Nolo:Okayokay.

Shehadtearsinhereyes.

Me:Whenarewegoingboyfriendhunting?

Shelaughed.

Nolo:I'vegivenup.

Me:Stillyoung.

Nolo:Withtwokids?

Me:Yes

Nolo:OhNo.

Me:Youneedtotryagain.



Nolo:I'vegivenup.

Me:Cuz...

Nolo:No.let'schangethetopic.

AndjustlikethatWemovedfromit.Mydad

canetofetchhisgrandkidsaftertheygotback

fromschoolcozhemissedthemandIwas

happycozitmeantIwouldn'tbedealingwith

TumeloaskingmeaboutmybellyandThabiso

fightingwithherdadaboutherthuglooking

crushasalways.

Gift:Somepeace!

Me:youcansaythatagain.

Gift:HadfunwithNolo?

Me:Alot.

Gift:Whodidyoutwogossipabouttoday?



Igiggledandpunchedhimonhisarm.

Gift:youhitlikeagirl

Me:Icoulddobetterthanthishey

Gift:Isthatso?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Tryme

Me:IwouldbutIdon'twanttosleepinacell.

HelaughedandIdecidedtomakethebeautiful

sceneserious

Me:Ineedtotellyousomething.

Gift:Okay.

Me:Gift'smumcalled.



Gift:Okay...

Me:Theyneedhelpwiththehospitalbill.

Gift:Sowheredoyoufitin?

Me:Gift,I'mgoingtohelpthem.Imean,Itsnot

fairthathehastogothroughthis.You'vetaken

everythingfromhim.

Gift:Notfair?Hetriedtokillusall.Helanded

hisowndaughterinHospital.Oraalmlstdied!

Haveyouforgottenaboutalltheotherthings

he'sdonetoyou?

Me:Nobut..

Gift:makeachoice.Itseitheryouchoosethe

KunenesortheTefos.Youcan'tbeabrideto

bothfamiliesandIdon'trecallsigningupto

partofapolyandrousmarriage

Alltheifs

#35



Me:Areyouserious?

Gift:DoesitlooklikeI'mkidding?

Me:Giftdon'tbelikethis.

Gift:Tshiamo,Iaskedyoutochoose.

Me:IchoseyouIdon'tseewhatthefussis

about.

Gift:Fuss?Okaylet'sturntables,let'ssayitwas

Thabsi'smumwhowasKananelo.Wouldyou

letmehelpher?

Ikeptquiet.

Gift:mythoughtsexactly.

Me:Buthe'sbroke.

Gift:Iwarnedhimbeforeallofthishappened.

It'sbecauseofhiswealththathefeelsentitled



toeverythingandhethinksheownseveryone.I

warnedhim,hedidn'tlisten.

Me:Iowehim

Gift:Youdon'towehimanything..aman'sduty

istoprovide.Hedidwhatwasexpectedofhim.

Caseclosed..Idon'twanttotalkaboutthis

anymore.YousaidIshouldstopplotting

againsthim,Idid.Nowstoptalkingabouthim

inthishouse.

Hegotupfromthecouchandmadehiswayto

thegarden.Isatthereforabout5minutesuntil

IeventuallydialledKananelo'smother.

K'smum:Tshiamo

Me;Helloma.

K'smum:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfinehowareyouma?



K'smum:I'mokay.

Me:How'sKananelodoing?

K'smum;Better..he'sgettingdischarged

tomorrow.

Me:Ohthat'sgreat.Ma?

K'smum:YesTshia?

IsighedbeforeIcouldsayanything.

Me:Ma,Ican'thelp.

K'smum:oh.

Shesoundeddisappointed.Iwouldbetoo,I

guessshehadabitofhopethatI'dbeableto

help.



Me:I'msorry.

K'smum;Itsokay.

Me:I'mreallysorry..thismightcausealotof...

K'smum:Tensionbetweenyouandyour

husband.

Me:yesma.

K'smum:I'msorry.

Me:metoo.

K'smum;Thankyouthough

Me:Okayma.

K'smum:Takecare.

Me:Youtoo.

K'smum:ByeAmo.

Me:Byema.

Islowlypressedthehangupoptiononmy



screenandsighed.IfeltlikescreamingcozI

wasn'thelpingKanabuthismum.Thatwoman

hadbeenveryaccommodatingtomeoverthe

yearsIspentasherson'shusband.Ifeltbad

butagainIhadtobesubmissive.Hard.Difficult

andsad.Iwenttofindsomethingtoeatand

about20minuteslater,hecameintograban

energydrink.

Gift:Tshia.

Iliftedmyeyes.

Me:Hey.

Gift:Ididn'tmeanto...

Ishookmyheadandhekeptquiet.



Me:It'sokay

Gift:Isit?

Me:Youmadeapoint.

Gift:youdon'towehimanything.

Me:Iwashelpinghismumindirectly..She

soundedstranded.

Hekeptquiet.

Gift:Theyneedtoapproachtheirbridenow.

Me:Seipati?

Gift:She'sloadednowisn'tshe?

Me:doesn'tmatterGift..let'snottalkaboutthis

anymore.

Gift:Okay.



Me:whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Gift:Anythingnice

Me:I'mserious.

Gift:Let'sgetsomething.

Me:IfeellikeKota

Gift:Nowthat'smylanguage.

Igiggled.

Me;Weremainghettoatheart.

Gift;Don'tyoueverloseyourself.

Me:Idon'tplanondoingthat.

Gift;That'sit.

Me:walk?

Gift:Youknowthenicekotasaremadeonthe

othersideright.



Me:YouwantustodrivetotheothersideofDK?

Gift:yes.

Me;Okay.

Gift:ready?

Me;it'sonlyaKotababy.

Gift:Okaylet'sgo.

Hetookmyhandandwelockedupthenleft.

Me:Whenareyourscarymengoingtoleave?

Helaughed.

Gift:whenI'mcertainyouallsafe

Me:Weneedourspace.

Gift:theykeepyousafe.



Me:I'msafe.

Gift:no.How'sthisonedoing?

Hetouchedmybelly.

Me:he'sfine.

Gift;He?

Me:WellIthinkitsaboy

Gift;WellIhopeitis..Ican'tbedealingwith

Thabsi,soonitwillNokuthulathenOra.

Igiggled.

Me:Youtwostillhavebadblood?

Gift:shehatesme.

Me:Iwouldtoo.



Gift:I'mdoingwhat'sbestforher.

Me:Shethinksyoudon'ttrusther.

Gift:Idon'ttrustthatboy.

Me:Shelikeshim.

Gift:she's17.She'snotsupposetolikeanyone

thathasapenis.

Me:thenshehaseveryrighttohateyouthen.

Gift:NoI'manexception..familymembersare

anexception.She'stooyoungtodate

Me:shesaidtheyArefriends.

Gift:webothknowwhatthatmeans.

Me:benefitofthedoubt?

Gift:nottakingchances.

Me:Thabsiisasmartgirl.Evenhermother

agrees..

Gift:YouspoketoZodwa?



Me:wellwechatonWhatsApp.Shetoldme

thatThabsitoldherabouther"thug"guy.She

alsothinksyoubeingtoohardonher.

Gift:oh?Soyouganginguponmenow?

Me:ifyouweren'tsostuckupthenwewouldn't

haveto.

Hisjawdropped.

Gift:Stuckup?

Me:yes..actinglikeyouwerenotateenatsome

pointinyourlife.

Gift:Iwaswellbehaved.

Me:yeahright.

Gift:Iwas.

Me:okaybaby.



Idismissedhimlikethat.Wewenttogetour

Kotas,wentbacktothehouseandspentquality

timetogether.WehadanIntruderthoughas

youallknowthisbutwepaidnomindtohimor

her.Thenextday,Giftdecidedtostaywithme.I

waswaitingfortheweekendtocomeandgoso

Icouldgobacktowork.Iwasgoingtoloseit.

Gift:shouldthey?

Me:Ithinkso.

Gift:okay.

Hespokeintotheintercom.

Gift:it'scool.

Afewminuteslater,therewasaknock.Hewas



inawheelchair.Iwonderedwhohadassisted

him.

Kana:Heyguys.

Me:hey.

Gift:sho.

Me:Canwehelpyou?

Iwassuddenlygettingangry.Lordknowswhy.

Kana:Icametoapologizeandtowishyouguys

well.

GiftandIlookedateachother.

Kana:EspeciallyyouTshia.Ilostagoodwife.A



greatwifeandnotadaypassesbywhereIdon't

regretit.Itriedtochangeyouintosomething

younotandthatwaswrong.I'msorryforallthe

abuseIcausedyouandallthestupidthingsI've

done.IwantedyoubacksobadlythatIdidn't

thinkoftheconsequencesofmyactionsand

forthatI'mtrulysorry..Ihopeoneday,itmay

notbetodayortomorrowbutIreallyhope

somedayyou'llfinditinyourhearttoforgiveme.
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Helookedgenuine..liketheoldKanaIknewbut

ifIcouldtrustwhathewassaying...Iwasn'tso

sure.

Kana:That'sallIcameheretosay.



Gift'seyeswereonhim.Itwasasifhewas

tryingtoreadHismind.

Me:Getwellsoon.

That'sallImanagedtosay.

Kana:Thanks.

Me:Bye.

Heturnedhiswheelchairandheleft.Giftclosed

thedoorbehindhim.

Me:Stillonearth?

Gift:YesIam.



Me:Whatisit?

Gift:Nothing.

Me:Gift?

Gift:Nothingbaby.

Me:Okay.

Gift:Yesma'am.

Me:Heseemedgenuine.

Gift:Alot.

Me:Believehim?

Gift:Abit.

Me:Youdon'tsoundsosure.

Gift:Ithinkhe'suptosomething.

Me:Butyoujustsaid...nevermind.

IcouldneverwinwithhimsoIwasn'tgoingto

stressmyself.



Me:Mytunasandwichplease.

Gift:Ohyes.

Hisattentionwassuddenlybacktome.

Me:Nowplease

Gift:Comingrightup.

Me:good.

Hewenttoquicklymakememysandwichand

cametojoinMeonthecouch.

Me:SoI'mthinkingofhavingtheCEO

interviewsnextweek.

Gift:Ithoughtyoudidn'twantanythingtodo



withthecompany.

Me:Well,Ichangedmymind.

Gift:Ready?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Youroldjob?

Me:Goingtoquit.

Gift:Whydon'tyoutakeoverasCEO?

Me:Notnow.

Gift:Why?

Me:I'mgoingtogivebirthsoonsoI'llgetan

actingCEOfornow.

Gift:Thatmakessense.

Me:Iknowbaby.

Gift:Goingtoturnintoafulloneworkaholic

now.



Ilaughed.

Me:Andwhosefaultisthat?

Gift:Mine.

Me:Exactly.

Gift:I'mnotcomaplaningthough.

Me:Oh?

Gift:Notatall.Iloveworkingwomen.

Me:Women?

Gift:No....

Helaughedandshookhishead.

Gift:YouknowwhatImean.

Me:NoIdon't.

Gift:Baby?



Me:Explain.

Iwasbeingdifficult.

Gift:Iloveawomanwhoworks.

Me:who?

Hesmiled.

Gift:You.

Me:Isthatso?

Gift:Ido.

Me:WellIlovemenwhocanmaketuna

sandwichestoo.

Welaughedaboutit.



Gift:DoIqualifytobeloved?

Me:Ofcourseyoudo.

Gift:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby.

Gift:AndI'msorrythatwenotHappyaswe

shouldbe.

Me:Lifehappens.

Gift:Isthatallyou'llsay?

Me:whatgoesupmustcomedownatsome

point.

Gift:Validenough.

Me:It'saphase.

Gift:Atoughoneifyouaskme.

Me:Wearetougherthanitis.



Hesmiled.

Gift:Whydoyouseegoodineverything?

Me:CozIspentmyyouthyearsseeingbadin

almosteverything.Ihadaroughupbringing,I

neverhadtimetoseegoodinanythingbesides

Tshepang.AndafterIgotmarriedtoKananelo

therewaslightbutitwassoondarkagainwhen

wehadafightaboutOrabutwhenshewas

born...

IsmiledasIrecalledthedayIgavebirthtomy

daughter.

Me:Itwasasiflighthadbeenrestoredinmy

life.Shemademeseelifeinanotherway,Ican

safelysayshe'smyfirstlove.

Gift:Lookatyou.



Hewassmilingaswell.

Me:TothinkIalmostlosther.

Gift:Butyoudidn't.

Me:throughGod'sgraceyes.

Gift:don'tworry.

Me:Ishouldn't?

Hestareddeepintomyeyes,thesamewayhe

didwhenIfirstsleptwithhimwhenhehad

hostedthatdinnerparty.

Me:Youlookedatmethatwaywhenyouhad

mecommittingadultery.



Helaughed.

Gift:NoIwasn't.

Me:Yesyouwere.

Gift:Doyouregretit?

Me:No.

Gift:I'mgladIspokeupthatnight.

Me:Ifeltbad.

Gift:Cozyouwerefaithful?

Me:Very.

Gift:Youmadememissimportantmeetings

whenyoujuststormedinhereanddemanded

sex.

Ilaughed.



Me:demanded?

Gift:Yes.

Me:Usetherighttermplease.

Gift:Thatistherightterm

Me:Yeahright.Andwhatwouldthat...

Hisphonerang.

Gift:Excusemebabe...

Heansweredit.

Gift:YesArnold...what?....when?....I'llbethere

soon.

Hehungup.



Gift:CanIrushovertoArnold?

Me:wellIguessyoucan.

Gift:I'llgogetmycarkeys.

Assoonashegotup,Ididtoo,Iwantedto

snackonsomething.AsImademywaytothe

kitchen,myphonewentoffandIcheckedthe

textthathadcomethrough.

Gift:Babe!Hello!

Me:Hey.

Gift:I'vebeenaskingyouaboutmybluefile.

Me:Oh.Nearthelandline

Gift:Thanks.Areyoufine?You'vebeenstaring

atyourphone

Me:Kananeloaskedifhecouldseethekids.
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Gift:Oh?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Whatdoyouthink?

Me:He'sstilltheirfather.

Gift:TalktoSunshineandBoyzafirst

Me:Youdonthaveaproblem?

Gift:Aslongasyoutakethosescarylooking

menwith.

Ilaughed.

Gift:Idon'twantthekidstoresentmefor

keepingthemfromtheirdadinfuture.Myrole



istoprotectthemfromallevilandtobea

fathertothem.Yougetme?

Inodded.

Gift:You'llmakethedecision.

Me:Okaybaby

Gift:pleaserest

Me:I'mgoingoutwithNombu.

Gift:Takeoneofthose

Me:Ohno.

Gift:Tshiaplease.

Me:Wecan'tbreathewithhim.around.

Gift:Exaggeration

Me:Noit'snot.

Gift:Baby.



Me:fine!Youcontrolfreak!

Hegiggled

Gift:Imaprotectivefreak.Difference

Me:Toooverprotectiveifyouaskme.

Gift:it'smyjobtoprotectyou.

Me:I'lltalkyourfunnlylookingguywithme

Gift:thankyou.

Me:Fine.

Gift:Iloveyou.

Me:Whatever.

Hechuckled.

Gift:Ouch.



Me:leave!

Gift:justlikethat?

Me:Whatdidyouexpect?

Gift:Agoodbyekiss

Me:Askoneofyourguystogiveyouthat.

Helaughed.

Gift:Byewife.

Me:ByeHusband.

Hewenttogethisfileandleft.IdialledNombu.

Me:Hey.

Nombu:Friend.

Me:Whatareyoudoingtoday?



Nombu:Housesitting.

Me:Let'slunch.

Nombu:OhI'dlovethat.

Me:Inanhour?

Nombu:Okay.Usualspot?

Me:yes

Nombu:Okaybabe.

Me:don'tbelate.

Nombu:Iwon'tbe.

Me:good.Bye.

Nombu:Bye!

Ihungup.andwenttogetreadyandinanhour,I

wasout.

Nombu:Giftisoverprotective!



Me:tellmeaboutit.

IsaidRollingmyeyes.

Nombu:Butit'scute.

Me:Youthink?

Nombu:Yes.

Me:It'sannoying.

Nombu:He'sjustwaitingforthestormtopass

Me:Ithas

Nombu:Justallowyourselftobepampered

Me:Youcallthispampering?

Nombu:yes.I'dkilltohaveahandsomeman

likethatdrivingmearound.

IshookmyheadasIgiggled



Me:Handsome?

Nombu:He'shandsome

Me:Okay.

Nombu:Youdon'tthinkso?

Me:No.Butifthat'syourcupofteathenhaveit.

Sthewillkillyou.

Nombu:Yeshewill.Letmenot.

Ilaughed

Me:Imissedyou.

Nombu:Imissedyoutoo.

Me:SoI'vegotanidea.

Nombu:yes?

Me:Howabout,whenthedustsettlesthatis,



wegoonvacation.

Nombu:Justthetwoofus?

Me:Wecaninvitetheladies

Nombu:Really?

Shelookedshocked.

Me:Andthen?

Nombu:Didyoujust?

Ismiled.

Me:Ihavenothingagainstthem.

Nombu:Wellthey'lllikethat

Me:DidyouandMoramakepeace?

Nombu:Sheapologized



Me:That'sgood

Nombu:Shereallyhadnochoice.

Me:OhNombu.

Nombu:Yes.

Me:AnywayI'mgladyouallgood

Nombu:Youcomingtotheteaparty?

Me:Amanda'steaparty?

Nombu:Yes.

Isigned.

Me:Idon'tliketea.

Nombu:Tshia!

Me:I'llcome.

Nombu:I'llfetchyou.

Me:Whatyoudon'ttrustme?



Nombu:Youdon'thonorinvites.

Me:Ido.

Nombu:Mineonly.

Me:okaytrue.

Nombu:I'llfetchyou.

Me:Okaycanweorder?

Nombu:Yes.

WehadlunchandIaskedthescarylookingguy

todrivemetomydad'safterwards.Tumeloand

Orawereveryhappytoseemethough.Iwas

too..nolies.

Me:CanItalktoyoutwo?

Ora:Wegettingnewclothes?

Me:No.



Tumelo:Toys?

Me:Nocome.

Theysatnexttome.

Me:OkaysoyouknowdaddywasinHospital

right?

IknewtheyknewwhoIwastalkingabout

Ora:Ishefine?

Adaughter'slove!

Me:Yes.Hewantstoseeyou.

Ora:Tumelodoyouwanttoseehim?



Tumelo:Doyouwanttoseehim?

Sheslowlynodded.

Tumelo:Okay

Me:Tomorrow?

Ora:Okay.

Ispentaboutanhourwithmyfourkidsandon

mywayhome,ItoldKanathatwe'dbecoming

throughthenextday.ToldGiftaboutitandthe

nextday,wewereout.Theylookedchilled.Very

chilled.

K'smum:Howareyoubabies?

Tumi:Wefine



HewasStandingatthecornerlookingathis

dad.

Kana:You'vegrownboy.

Noresponse.

Kana:How'sschool?

Tumi:YoupushedOraawaywhenwewereat

UncleSthe'sandyouhitmum

Silence.

Kana:I'msorry.

Ora:Whathappened?

Kana:Igotburnt.



Tumi:how?

Kana:MycargotburntandIwasinsidelocked

in.

Theyaskedquestionsliketheywereover18.

Kana:Princess.

Oralookedathim

Kana:Boy.

Tumilookedathimtoo.

Kana:I'mverysorryforallI'vedonetoyou.I'm

verysorry.I'msorryforhittingmum.Itwon't



happenagain.IknowIwasn'tagoodfatherto

youandI'mnotthereforyou.

Icouldn'tbelievehewassayingthistothekids.

Kana:ButI'mreallysorry.Boy,keeplookingout

foryoursisterandyourmotherokay?Please

takecareofthemTshia.

Me:whyareyoutalkinglikethisKana?

Kana:I'mgoingtoStartover.I'mgoingfaraway

fromthisplace.

Alltheifs
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Me:Babiesgoplayoutside

K'smum:Nocomewithmetothekitchen.



Theyleftwiththeirgrandmother.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Iwastryingtoprocessit.

Me:withwhatcozjusttheotherdayyourmom

wasaskingformyhelp.

Kana:ImightbealotofthingsTshiabutI'mnot

broke.I'masmartman.Ihaveinvestmentsin

about4companies.Iown50%inanotherin

Zambia

Itclicked.Ihadonceseenpaperworkatsome

pointinourlives



Kana:mumwasaskingforhelpcozshe

thoughtIwasbroke.

Me:Whatgavehertheimpressionthatyou

were?

Kana:thefactthatmymedicalaidstopped

workingandthatmyaccountshadnothing

Me:oh.

Kana:yourhusbandisvengeful.

Me:Doyoublamehim?

Kana:He'sabettermanthanme.

Me:nodoubt.

Hesmiled

Kana:I'mverysorryforeverythingI'veputyou

through

Me:SoamI.



Kana:I'vealwaysseenthechemistryyoutwo

havebutIchosetoignoreit.

Me:isthatwhyyourantoSeipati?

Hetookadeepbreath

Kana:IthinkIwenttoSeipaticozIwanteda

puppet

Me:whataboutRorisangandtheonedueina

fewweeks?

Kana:Idon'tknow

Me:Youdon't?

Kana:Idon'tknow

Me:Soyoutellingmeyouwon'tmakeaneffort

tofindthem?

Kana:thefactthattheyranawayshouldtellyou

something.I'veputyouboththroughalot.



Hereallysoundedgenuine.

Me:Youdid

Kana:I'msorry.

Me:Stopapologizing.

Kana:Sorry.

Me:soyourelocatingtoZambia?

Kana:Yes

Me:andthere?

Kana:ThedoctorssaidI'llbefine.Justafew

marksthatwilllastforeverbutnothingmajor.I

shouldstartwithmyphysiotherapyassoonasI

getthere

Me:Sodoyouwantarelationshipwithyour

kids?.

Kana:Iwouldlikethat.



Me:andhowareyougoingtogoabout

establishingthat?

Kana:IleaveonMondaysoI'dliketospendthe

restofthedayswiththem.

Me:Theweekend?

Kana:Yes.Canyoualsoletthemaccompany

metotheairport?

Me:Okay

Kana:I'lltalktothem.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:I'lltalktothemnow.

Kana:Okay

Me:Kananofunnyideas.

Kana:Tshia,thesearemykids.Iwasn'ttryingto

hurtthem



Me:YoutriedtokidnapTumelo.

Hebowedhishead.

Me:I'llbeback

Iwenttothekitchenandtheywerehappily

chattingtotheirgrandmother.Shehadmade

themtheirfavorite,ChickenMayo.

Me:CanItalktothemma?

Mum:Privately?

Me:Preferably

Mum;Okay.I'llbebackbabies.

O&T:OkayGrandma.



SheleftusinthekitchenandIsatdownonone

ofthechairs

Me:Babies!

Ora:Mummy.

Tumelo:Moms?

Me:Soyourdadwantsyoutosleepoverthis

weekend.

IhadtothreadcarefullyaroundTumelo.Ticking

timebombthatone.

Ora:Okay

Me:Okay?

Shenodded.



Ora:ImissedGrandma.

Tumelo:Okay.

Hewasonlyagreeingcozhissisterwas.

Me:Okaythen.

Myphonerang.

Me:Excusemekids.

Iwentoutsidetoanswermyphone.

Me:Babe?

Gift:Areyouokay?



Me:I'mfine.Kananelowantsthekidstostay

overfortheweekend.

Gift:Andareyouokaywiththat?

Me:Sendoneofthenanniesandanextrascary

lookingman.

Gift:I'monit.Andthekids?

Me:OraagreedandYouknowTumelo.

Gift:Whateverthesisterwants?

Me:Yes

Gift:Okaythenbaby.Letmecallthenannyand

sendthemover.

Me:Tellhertopackenough.Youcanneverbe

sureaboutthisweather.

Gift:Okaythen.Seeyouwhencomeback.

Me:Okaymylove

IhungupandwhenIwentbackin,theywere



withtheirgrandma,Itoldherabouttheir

sleepoverandthatwewerehavinganannyover

andanextrascarylookingman.She

understood.Shehadto.Shewasamothertoo.

IleftassoonasGiftsentthetwopeopleover.

Me:Heybaby.

Gift:Hellomylove

Me:Good?

Gift:Iam.Howareyoutwodoing?

Me:Wearefine

Wewasbrushingmybelly

Me:Youlikedoingthatdon'tyou?

Gift:Ifindyourbellycute.

Me:wehaveanappointmenttomorrow.



Gift:wellthat'sexciting.

Hedidlookexciting.

Me:Notreallybutokay.

Gift:Youjusthadto.

Ilaughed

Me:I'msorry.

Gift:Hungry?

Me:alot.

Gift:Okay.Comewithme.Howaremykids

doing?Willtheybefine?

Me:Yes.Theywillbe.

Gift:Okaygood.Hildawillalertusifthere's



anythingwrong.

Me:Great.

Wehadalovelytimetogetherandthenextday,

wentfortheappointment.Babyboyitwas.He

wasveryexcited.Tooexcited!Soexcitedthat

afterwehadbrunch,westartedshoppingfor

hisson.Okay...ourson.Therestoftheweekend

waslovelyandonMondayafterwork,Idroveto

theairportbehindKananelo'scar,theykids

werewithhim.Theyhad,hadagreatweekend

withhim.WhenItoldGiftthatKanahadbackup,

hewasjusthappythathisactionshad

completelychangedKana'smindsetand

childishbehaviour.

Kana:Tshiapleasetakecareofthem.

Me:IwillKana



Kana:Princess?

Ora:Dad?

Kana:Iloveyou.

Ora:Iloveyoutoo

Kana:Son.Iloveyou.

Tumelo:Iloveyoutoodad

Kana:Takecareofthesetwoladiesokay?

Henoddedandtheyhuggedhim.

Kana:I'llalwaysloveyou.

Hesaidlookingatme.

Me:Thankyouforeverythingyou'vedonefor

me.



Kana:Andthankyouforbeingapartofmylife.

Thankyouforthekidsyou'vegivenme.

Me:Thankyouforgivingmeyourseeds.

WebothgiggledandIhuggedhim.

Kana:thisisit.

Me:Itis.

Kana:GoodbyeTshia.

Me:GoodbyeKana.

Kana:Goodbyemychildren.

Theyhadtearsintheireyes..itwasan

emotionalmomentforusbecausedespite

everything,wewereonceaveryhappyfamilyof

fourandthememorieswehadhadtogether

weregoingtolivewithustillthelast.



O&T:Goodbyedad.

Alltheifs
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Me:OhmyGod!Ohno!Gift!

Gift:I'mcoming!

Me:Youbetterhurry!

Gift:BabeI'mcoming.

Me:Now!

Itwasmonthslater!Wehadmovedintoa

biggerhouseandIwasreadytopop.Seipati

hadwelcomedherchild,AtlehangandKananelo

andIhadagreedthatshecouldliveInourold

house.Hehadstartedwalkingagainandcame



everymonthendtoseehiskids.His4kids.

Zambiawasgoodtohim.Verygoodtohim.He

andGift....wellokay.Itwasjusta"sho"situation.

ThabsiwasfinallyinmatricandGifthad

successfullykeptherfromthethugguy

Gift:WhatdidIdonow.

Me:Cleanup.

Gift:ButI'mnotdoneworking.

Me:Younotsupposetoworkinhere.Youhave

anofficeforthat.

Gift:ButIwantedtospendtimewithyou

Me:Gift.

Myvoicewasverythreatening.

Gift:I'llcleanup.



Me:good

Isatdown.Mybellywasn'tsobigbutIwas

readytopop.Ithadbeenalongone.Averylong

journey.FeltlikeIwaspregnantfor16months.

Gift:Areyouokay?

Me:Yes..

Gift:readyforthebabyshower?

Me:Morelikepissed.

Gift:Butwhy?

Me:soIhavetositthereandguessgiftsand

everythingelse.

Gift:WellI'veneverbeentoababyshowerso

I'mexcited.

Irolledmyeyesathim.



Gift:Don'tdothat.

Me:Babycleanupsowecangoplease.

Gift:fine.

HedidwhatItoldhimtodoandweleftassoon

asNombucalledustoCome.Theshowerwas

atDad's.

Me:what?Somanycars?

Gift:It'saparty.

Me:It'ssupposetobeanintimatething.

Gift:youthinkNoloandNombuknowthe

meaningofthatword?

Me:wellclearlynot.

Gift:comeonmylove.



Hecametogetmydoorandwewalkedin,they

allshouted"welcome"andIwon'tlieIwas

pissed.Ididn'tlikepartiesorwhateverNombu

calledthem.TooMuchwork.Thetentwasvery

big..Blue,yellowandwhitewasthethemeofthe

day.

Me:OhGod!

Isaidundermybreath.

Gift:Lookhappy.

Igiggled.

Me:ThanksGuys.



Ifinallyspokeup

Nombu:pleasure.Overtheremummyand

daddy.

Wehadourmaintable.Ididn'tknowhalfofthe

peopletherebutthegifttablewasoverflowing.

Gift:Thisshouldbefun.

Me:Allofyouguyslookridiculouslystupidand

excited.

Iwasreferringtohisboys.Theywerevery

excited.

Gift:we'veneverattendedababyshowerbefore



Me:There'snothingspecialreally.

Gift:Yousaythiscozyou'veattendedalotof

thesethings.

Me:Yesbut..

Wewereinterrupted.

Nombu:Overhereplease.

Shewastalkingtous.

Gift:Sorry.

Shetookthemicandgreetedeveryoneinthe

tent,askedthewaitressestobringthewelcome

drinksandsnacks.Shethenaskedmy

grandmothertoopenwithaprayeranditbegan.



Alltheguysinthereenjoyedthegamesmore

thanus.Allofthem!Itwastheirbabyshower

butitwasfun.

Me:Thankyouguys.

IhuggedNombuandNolowhenthegames

wereoverandeveryonewasdishingup.

Nombu:Hadagoodtime?

Me:Yesbutthegents...

Welaughed.

Nolo:thiswastheirbabyshower.

Me:Youcansaythatagain.



Nolo:andyouhavegreatgifts.

Me:Yes.NowIhavetoseewhereI'llputthem.

Nolo:Youhaveenoughroomatyourhouse.

Me:wellThereare6ownersofthathouse

Theylaughed.

Nolo:Icanimagine.

Me:Butthankyousomuchguys

Nombu:Anythingforyousis.

Me:Loveyousomuch

Nolo:Tothinkyoudidn'tevenwantthis.

SheclickedhertongueandIgiggled.

Me:Stopbeingdramatic.Imgoingtoseedad.



Nolo:Okaythen.

Nombu:Needhelpwalkingthere?

Me:hey.I'mnotasbigasIwaswhenIwas

pregnantwithTumelo..

Nombu:youwereawhale3yearsago.

Me:OkayI'lltakenooffence.Bye.

Iwenttofinddad.

Dad:Hellopregnantone.

Igiggled

Me:Heydaddy

Dad:YouokayLily?

Me:Imokaydad.Hadfun?



Iwasteasinghim.

Dad:Thethingsyoukidsgetupto

Ilaughedasheshookhishead.

Me:notfun?

Dad:No.

Me:Ohloosenupdad

Dad:I'mloose.Takemebacktothedaysof

kofifinotthesebombmusicyoulistento.

Me:Gqom.Butweweren'tlisteningtothat.

Dad:that'swhattherestofthemlistento.

Me:Westillhaveourgoodmusicintact.

Dad:Maybe.Buttellme...



Me:yesdad?

Dad:Youokay?

Me:Iamdad.Why?

Dad:Iworryaboutyou.You'vebeenthrougha

lot.

Me:butI'mfinenow

Dad:yousure?

Inodded

Me:Very.

Dad:That'sgoodtohear

Ispentsometimewithdadandwentbackto

myguests.The"celebration"wasgreatand

aftereveryoneleft,that'swhentherealparty

ownerdecidedtocome.Iwasgoingcrazyby



thetimeweenteredthehospitalandIspent

about3hoursorsoinlabourandwhenIfinally

pushedthatlittlehumanoutofmyvagina,Iwas

morethanrelieved.

Gift:Heythere.

Trusthimtobethefirsttohavehissoninhis

arms.

Me:hey.

Gift:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.Bringbring.

Helaughed.

Gift:Yousorude.



Me:Ipushedhimout

Gift:I'mthereasonheexists.

Igiggledashepassedhimtome.Hewas

perfect.Veryperfect.Iplayedwithhistiny

handsandeventuallylookedathisfather

Gift:Sphiwokuhle.That'swhatthegrandmother

namedhim.

Alltheifs
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2monthslater....

Gift:Pleasestopfeedingthischild.



Me:No.

Gift:Wecan'tevencarryhim.

Me:thatchildneedstobehealthy.

Gift:Buthe'sheavy

Me:Gift!

Gift:okayI'msorry.

Me:apologizetohim.

Gift:hedoesn'tevenunderstandwhatIsaid.

Me:Doesn'tmatter.Apologize.

Hesighed.

Gift:Hademfethu.

Ipunchedhimandlaughed



Me:youaresuchanidiot

Gift:Wanttocomewithus?

Me:No.

Gift:sure?

Me:yes.

Gift:youwanttostayherewithfatone?

Me:He'sgreatcompany.

Gift:isthatso?

Me:Yes.

Gift:okay.Boyza!Tinker!Sunshine!

Hecalledthemandtheycamerunning.

Gift:ready?

Ora:yes.

Tumelo:Let'sgopops.



Gift:okay..offtothecar.

HepassedTumelothekeysandmytwo

daughtersfollowedhimout.

Gift:byebaby.

Me:Bye.

Gift:Loveyou

Me:Loveyoutoo.

Wekissed

Gift:Shofatone.

Hesaidplayingwithhisson'slittlehand.



Me:Leave!

Gift:bye.

Me:IhopesomeanimalattacksyouattheZoo.

Helaughed,kissedmyforeheadandmadehis

wayoutofthenursery..Theyweregoingto

haveagreattimeInPretoria.Ihaddecidedto

takemychubbylittleonetoNolo's.Imissedher.

Iputhiminhiscarseatandoffwewent.

Nolo:Welcome!Welcome.

Shetookhimfromme.

Nolo:He'ssocute!

Me:Youkeepsayingthat.

Nolo:Butheis.



Me:ThanksNolo.

Nolo:Youhungry?

Me:No.

Nolo:Youstillbreastfeeding?

Me:haoNolo.

Nolo:Stupidquestion?

Me:Duh!

Nolo:I'mgoingtomakeyoufoodanyway.

Shewenttogetherson'scotandputhimin

Me;Youkeptallthese?

Nolo:Yes

Me:ohwell.

Nolo:Yougood?



Inodded.

Nolo:Youlookgood.

Me:I'mhappy.

Nolo:Wellnodoubt.

Me:howaboutyouorderpizza?

Nolo:No.

Me:why?

Nolo:youdon'tfeellikeMmeDoreen's

Dagwoods

Me:Ohyes.WhenlastdidIhavethat?

Nolo:Exactly.

ShedialledMmeDoreenandtoldherthatshe'd

comefetchthedagwoodsin30.



Me:Isthathowweoperatenow?

Nolo:Levelsngwanarakgadi.

Ilaughed.

Me:Imissthisside.

Nolo;WellyoudecidedtomovetoFloridaGlen.

Me:Ohthatplaceisamazing.

Nolo:Andboring.

Me:No.

Nolo:Tooquiet.

Me:Peaceful.

Nolo:Youdon'tmissSoweto?

Me:I'malwaysherethough.

Nolo:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Itmeansyoualllivethissideso...



Nolo:Nothingspecial?

laughteragain.

Me:Noissuestodayplease.

Nolo:Idon'thaveissues.

Me:Youdo.

Nolo:no.

Me:Yes.

Nolo:Okayfine.alcoholnyana?

Me:No.

Nolo:why?

Me:Noloareyoudrunk?

Sherolledhereyes.



Nolo:no.

Me:then?

Nolo:nothing

Me:Okaysowhere'sthatguyyoumetatthe

babyshower?

Nolo:Steve?

Me:Yes.

Nolo:He'saround.

Me:Thewhiteguywholovestheghetto.

Nolo:He'sterribleinbed.

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh

Me:thatbad?

Nolo:Yho.

Me:Shameman.



Nolo:Buthe'slovingthough.

Me:obviously.Ihadthebestwhiteguyinbed.

Nolo:you'vesleptwithawhiteguy?

Me:Yes.WhenIwasstillwithLungelo.

Nolo:Tshia?

Me:Yes?

Nolo:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:WhenIwasstilldoingpromos,awhiteGuy

camein,Travis,cameinstoreandaskedformy

numberafterthedemo.Wetookitfromthere.

Nolo:Whatwashisname?

Me:Greg.

Nolo:Tshia!

Me:I'velivedmybestlifeplease.

Shelaughed



Nolo:Sowhenyoualwayssaidyouhadlate

nightpromosinPta.

Me:hewasdoingdemosonmybody.

Nolo:Whydidn'tyoutellmethis?

Me;Youdidn'thavetoknow..hewasthereat

mywedding.

Nolo:Wedding.

Me:Yes.Notthearrangedone.

Nolo:Sneakylittlebitch.

Ilaughed.

Me:Gofetchourfoodplease

In15minutesshewasbackandwehadagreat



timecatchingup.WhenIwentbackhome,Gift

waswithSthe.

Me:Hellogents.

Sthe:Hellomummy.

Gift:Heybaby.

Me:WhatIsit?Howwasthezoo?Whereare

thekids?

Gift:Theyatyourdad's.

Me:Ohokay.Andwhydoyoutwolookso

disheartened?

Sthe:wanttosit?

Me:Okay.

Iputthelittleoneonthecouch.



Sthe:umm...

Theylookedateachotherthenbackatme.

Sthe:Kananelohaspassedon

Alltheifs
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Gift:Pleasestopfeedingthischild.

Me:No.

Gift:Wecan'tevencarryhim.

Me:thatchildneedstobehealthy.

Gift:Buthe'sheavy



Me:Gift!

Gift:okayI'msorry.

Me:apologizetohim.

Gift:hedoesn'tevenunderstandwhatIsaid.

Me:Doesn'tmatter.Apologize.

Hesighed.

Gift:Hademfethu.

Ipunchedhimandlaughed

Me:youaresuchanidiot

Gift:Wanttocomewithus?

Me:No.

Gift:sure?



Me:yes.

Gift:youwanttostayherewithfatone?

Me:He'sgreatcompany.

Gift:isthatso?

Me:Yes.

Gift:okay.Boyza!Tinker!Sunshine!

Hecalledthemandtheycamerunning.

Gift:ready?

Ora:yes.

Tumelo:Let'sgopops.

Gift:okay..offtothecar.

HepassedTumelothekeysandmytwo

daughtersfollowedhimout.



Gift:byebaby.

Me:Bye.

Gift:Loveyou

Me:Loveyoutoo.

Wekissed

Gift:Shofatone.

Hesaidplayingwithhisson'slittlehand.

Me:Leave!

Gift:bye.

Me:IhopesomeanimalattacksyouattheZoo.



Helaughed,kissedmyforeheadandmadehis

wayoutofthenursery..Theyweregoingto

haveagreattimeInPretoria.Ihaddecidedto

takemychubbylittleonetoNolo's.Imissedher.

Iputhiminhiscarseatandoffwewent.

Nolo:Welcome!Welcome.

Shetookhimfromme.

Nolo:He'ssocute!

Me:Youkeepsayingthat.

Nolo:Butheis.

Me:ThanksNolo.

Nolo:Youhungry?

Me:No.

Nolo:Youstillbreastfeeding?



Me:haoNolo.

Nolo:Stupidquestion?

Me:Duh!

Nolo:I'mgoingtomakeyoufoodanyway.

Shewenttogetherson'scotandputhimin

Me;Youkeptallthese?

Nolo:Yes

Me:ohwell.

Nolo:Yougood?

Inodded.

Nolo:Youlookgood.

Me:I'mhappy.



Nolo:Wellnodoubt.

Me:howaboutyouorderpizza?

Nolo:No.

Me:why?

Nolo:youdon'tfeellikeMmeDoreen's

Dagwoods

Me:Ohyes.WhenlastdidIhavethat?

Nolo:Exactly.

ShedialledMmeDoreenandtoldherthatshe'd

comefetchthedagwoodsin30.

Me:Isthathowweoperatenow?

Nolo:Levelsngwanarakgadi.

Ilaughed.



Me:Imissthisside.

Nolo;WellyoudecidedtomovetoFloridaGlen.

Me:Ohthatplaceisamazing.

Nolo:Andboring.

Me:No.

Nolo:Tooquiet.

Me:Peaceful.

Nolo:Youdon'tmissSoweto?

Me:I'malwaysherethough.

Nolo:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Itmeansyoualllivethissideso...

Nolo:Nothingspecial?

laughteragain.



Me:Noissuestodayplease.

Nolo:Idon'thaveissues.

Me:Youdo.

Nolo:no.

Me:Yes.

Nolo:Okayfine.alcoholnyana?

Me:No.

Nolo:why?

Me:Noloareyoudrunk?

Sherolledhereyes.

Nolo:no.

Me:then?

Nolo:nothing

Me:Okaysowhere'sthatguyyoumetatthe



babyshower?

Nolo:Steve?

Me:Yes.

Nolo:He'saround.

Me:Thewhiteguywholovestheghetto.

Nolo:He'sterribleinbed.

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh

Me:thatbad?

Nolo:Yho.

Me:Shameman.

Nolo:Buthe'slovingthough.

Me:obviously.Ihadthebestwhiteguyinbed.

Nolo:you'vesleptwithawhiteguy?

Me:Yes.WhenIwasstillwithLungelo.



Nolo:Tshia?

Me:Yes?

Nolo:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:WhenIwasstilldoingpromos,awhiteGuy

camein,Travis,cameinstoreandaskedformy

numberafterthedemo.Wetookitfromthere.

Nolo:Whatwashisname?

Me:Greg.

Nolo:Tshia!

Me:I'velivedmybestlifeplease.

Shelaughed

Nolo:Sowhenyoualwayssaidyouhadlate

nightpromosinPta.

Me:hewasdoingdemosonmybody.



Nolo:Whydidn'tyoutellmethis?

Me;Youdidn'thavetoknow..hewasthereat

mywedding.

Nolo:Wedding.

Me:Yes.Notthearrangedone.

Nolo:Sneakylittlebitch.

Ilaughed.

Me:Gofetchourfoodplease

In15minutesshewasbackandwehadagreat

timecatchingup.WhenIwentbackhome,Gift

waswithSthe.

Me:Hellogents.



Sthe:Hellomummy.

Gift:Heybaby.

Me:WhatIsit?Howwasthezoo?Whereare

thekids?

Gift:Theyatyourdad's.

Me:Ohokay.Andwhydoyoutwolookso

disheartened?

Sthe:wanttosit?

Me:Okay.

Iputthelittleoneonthecouch.

Sthe:umm...

Theylookedateachotherthenbackatme.



Sthe:Kananelohaspassedon
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Andashisbodygotloweredintotheground,I

feltmytearshitthedressIwaswearing.Iwas

sittingthere,biddingfarewelltotheonewho

mademe,theonewhogavemetokidsand

tookmeawayfromtheauntwhohadmademe

herslave.ItwasasilentcrybutSeipati'swasn't.

Itwasthecrythatpiercedthroughyourheart.

OrawascryingtooinGift'sarmsandTumelo,I

don'tthinkheunderstoodwhatwasgoingon

buthewasseateddownonthegreencarpet

nearhisgrandmotherbutyoucouldtellhewas

sensingthatsomethingsadwashappening.I

watchedasGiftpassedOratoNombuandthey

wenttostartfillingupthegravewithsoil.Allhis



friendsandsomeofhiscousins.Whenitwas

done,hisunclegavethevoteofthanksand

everyonestartedgoingbacktothecars.

Gift:Wanttogo?

Iwipedoffmytears.

Me:Yes.

Gift:Sure?

Inodded.

Me:let'sgo

Hetookmyhandandwewenttothecar.Ora



andTumeloweresittingInthebackquietly.

Gift:Sunshine?

Ora:Pops?

Therewasalotofsadnessinhervoice

Gift:areyouokay?

Shenodded.

Gift:Boyza?

Tumelo:I'mfinepops

Theyweren'tbutwejustletitslide.Whenwe

gotthere,wehadourowntablesetupforus.



Friendsandfamily.

Nolo:Cuz?

Me:hey.

Nolo:Youokay?

Me:Yes.Ijustwanttogocheckonmylittleone.

Nolo:Ohhe'sfinewithGift'smum.Youknow

theygetalong.

Me:okay

Nolo:Youreallyfine?

Me:Iwillbe.

Tshepang:Reallysis?

Shehadcriedthemost.Shehadalwayshada

specialrelationshipwithKananelo.Afterall,he

raisedher.Tshepangwasnotanungrateful

childifanything,shedidn'tevenmeddleinour



problems.Shewasthe"noneofmybusiness"

person.

Me:yes.

Tshepang:I'mgoingtoseeOra.

Me:Please.

Sheleftus.

Nolo:I'msorry.

Me:Nolo,itslife.

Iwasjustsayingthatcozwow.

Nolo:Lifeisreallyunpredictableright?

Me:Icouldbarelyrecognizehiminthatcoffin.



Nolo:ItwasabadaccidentTshia.

Me:Yesitwas.

Hegotoneonhiswayfromtheairporttohis

ApartmentinNorthriding.Heapparentlyhada

meetingthisside.Whyhedidn'tSkype!Only

Godknows.

Me:Heshouldhaveskyped.

Nolo:Maybeitwashistime.

Me:hiskidsarestillyoungNolo.

Nolo:Youcan'tquestionGod'sways

Me:He'sunfair

Nolo:ButatleastGiftishereforthem..

Me:whataboutSeipati's?

Nolo:Eish



Me:See?.

Nolo:MaybeShe'llmeetsomeoneandbeas

luckyasyouare.

Igaveherthat"really?"Look.

Nolo:Okaythat'sthedumbestthingI'veever

said.

Me:Wellatleastyouknow.

Nolo:butit'sbeyondyourcontrol..

Me:Iwishitwasn't.

Nolo:I'msorry.

Me:Idon'tthinkTumelounderstandswhat's

goingon.

Nolo:He'stooyoung.

Me:Butthatone....



Nolo:OhTshia.They'llbefine.

Me:Youthinkso?

Nolo:yes.

Me:Okay

Nolo:Itgetsbetter.

Me:doesit?Really?

Nolo;Yes.

Me:Istillcan'tgetovermymother.

Shekeptquietthenasecondlatersighed.

Nolo:Istillcan'tgetoverRakgaditoo

Me:Yousee?

Nolo:Yep.

Wesatinsilenceforawhile.



Me:Enoughokay.

Nolo:Okay.

Me:Youwanttogogetsomewine?

Nolo:Youdrinkingwithme?

Me:No

Nolo:Soyoutryingtogetmedrunk?

Me:Yes.

Nolo:Why?

Me:YoualwaysdrinkingwineonSaturdays

Nolo:WellIwon'tsaynoto5litresofRobertson.

Igiggled

Me:Come.

Nolo:Let'sgo..



Me:Ineedtogetoutofhere.Evenifit'sjustfor

15minutes.

Nolo:let'sgo

Me:letmegogetthecarkeyssinceyourcaris

parkedin.

Nolo:Okay

IwenttoGift

Me:I'mgoingtotheliquorshop.

Gift:babyareyousupposeTobedrinking

alcohol?

Me:itsforNolo.

Gift:Ohokay

Me:Carkeysplease

Gift:Hereyougo



Me:Thankyou.

Gift:Okaymylove.

NoloandImadeourwaytothenearestliquor

store

Nolo:Tshia,Shesaidhe'sfine.

Ihadcalledmymotherinlawtwicealready

Me:YesbutI'msousedtobeingwithhim

Nolo:Yougoingbacktoworksoonyou'llhave

togetusedtoit.

Me:Don'tremindme

Nolo:Youreadytotakethebigchair?

Me:WellIthinkso.I'mfullyequippedand



besidesIhaveGift'shelp.

Nolo:makeslifeeasierright?

Me:Alot.Nowtakeandlet'sgo.

Nolo:Fine

ShesettledforCidersandwewentbackto

Kana's.WhenIgottherehismumcalledmeto

theside.

Me:Dave.

Dave:Heyhowareyou?

Me:Hanginginthere.

Dave:Imsorry.

Me:life.

Dave:Tuesdayokay?

Me:Ohokay.



☀☀☀☀☀

OnTuesdaywemadeourwaytoKananelo's

mum.Okuhlewaswithmymotherinlaw.She

wasofgreathelp.

Dave:Right.Shallwegetstarted?

Seipati:Yes

Dave:Okay..

Hestartedreadingthewill.Kanahadlefthis

mumahugesumofmoney.

Dave:Seipati,thehousesandcarsareyours.

Thekidshavetheoreducationfundandthere's

anamountyou'llbegettingeverymonthfor



groceriesandsoforth.

Shelookedpleased.

Dave:Tshiamo.

Ilookedathim.

Dave:50%intheZambiacompanyisyours.

Otherinvestmentsintheother3companiesare

yours.Oraowns60%inacompanyKanahadin

NamibiaandwithTumelobeinghisonlyson,He

gets75%oftheshareshehadinhiscompany

inGhanaandthe25%willbesharedequally

betweenRorisangandAtlehang.Thewill

cannotbecontested.



Alltheifs

#42

Icouldn'tbelievemyears.

Me:Dave?

Dave:Tshia?

Me:Areyousure?.

Dave:Yes.Itshereinblackandwhite.

Seipati:youdeserveit

Dave:Shedoes

Me:Okaysolisten...

Dave:Yes

Me:IwanttosignovermyZambiasharesto

RorisangandAtlehang.

Dave:Yousure?



Me:Yes.

Dave:butyou'llstillbeincontrolright?

Me:Untiltheyareoldenoughyes.

Seipati:Tshiayouwanttodothat?

Me:Seipati,Ihaveenough

K'smum:reallyTshia?

Shelookedshocked.

Me:I'msure.

Dave:Wantmetogetstartedonthepaperwork?

Me:Please.

Dave:Okay.

Me:Thankyou.Ireallyhavetogonow.

Seipati:Tshia?

Me:hey?



Seipati:Pleaselookafterthe25%aswell.

Me:ForthecompanyinGhana?

Shenodded.

Me:Okay.

Seipati:Thankyou.

Me:Itsokay.Ma,I'llcomeseeyoulateronin

theweek.

K'smum:Okaymychild.

Me:Talktoyoulaterokay?

Seipati:Okay.Actuallyletmewalkyouout.

Me:Okay

Ihuggedmymuminlaw.



Me:ThanksDave.

Dave:Alwaysapleasure.

Seipatiwalkedmeout.

Seipati:Youareagoodperson.

Me:Itry.

Seipati:Giveyourselfsomecredit.

Me:Thewillwasabitunfair.

Seipati:heowesyou.

Me:Thisisabouthiskids.

Seipati:Buthemadesuretheyhaveeverything

theyneedplusGifttransferredalotofmoney.

Me:pleaseuseitwisely.

Seipati:Iwill.

Me:Let'skeepintouchokay?Let'snotkeep



Kananelo'skidsfromtheirgrandmotherand

fromoneanotherokay?

Seipati:Okay

Ihuggedher.

Me:byePati.

Seipati:ByeTshia.

IgotintomycaranddrovetoGift'soffice.

Gift:Itstheyummymummy.

Me:Heybaby.

Gift:heylove.

Ikissedhim.



Me:Youokay?

Gift:Wellnowthatyouhereyes.

Iblushed.

Me:Hadlunch?

Gift:Wasabouttogooutandgetsome.

Me:CanIjoin?

Gift:Noneedtoask.

Me:let'sGo.

Gift:Whosecar?

Me:Yours.

Gift:okay

Hegrabbedhiskeys,toldtheladyatthe



receptionistthathe'sout.

Gift:Yougoingtohaveleavesforlunch?

Me:Theyaren'tleaves.

Gift:Really?

Me:Yes.

Gift:Pleaseordersomemeat.

Me:I'mtryingtolosethebabyfat.

Gift:Whatbabyfat?

Me:Youdon'tseeanybabyfat?

Heshookhisheadandcalledthewaitress.

Gift:Sweets,pleasechangeherorder

Waitress:TowhatSir?

Gift:Somethingwithmeat.WhatIordered.



Waitress:Okay

Gift:Thankyou.

Waitress:Okay.

Iwaitedforhertoleaveandfoldedmyarms.

Me:"sweets?"

Gift:Iwasmustbeingfriendly.

Me:YouwerejustbeingFlirty.

Gift:YouknowIonlyhaveeyesforyou.

Me:Okay.

Gift:Sohowdiditgo?

Iknewwhathewastalkingabout.

Me:Itwentwell.



Itoldhim.

Gift:AndSeipatiisnotmad?

Me:Nope.I'msigningovermysharesinthe

Zambiacompanytoherdaughters

Gift:WheredidIfindyou?

Me:Youtellme.

Hesmiled.

Gift:Youneverceasetoamazeme

Me:It'sonlyfair.

Gift:Welltrue.

Me:exactly.

Gift:Goodwife.



Me:Iknowright?

❄❄❄❄❄❄

10monthslater...

Nombu:Knockknock!

Me:ohheytherefriend.

Nombu:Howareyou?

Me:Busyasyoucansee.

Mydeskwasamess.Runningacompanyand

overlookingeverythingelsewasn'teasyas

KanaandGiftmadeitkook.ButIwasastrong

girlandthecompanywasdoinggreatactually.I

wasawaysbusyandeverymonthend,wasin

Zambia,GhanaandNamibia.Busylife.



Nombu:Yourlife!

Me:Tellmeaboutit.

Nombu:Wanttogooutforlunch?

Me:BabeIcan'they.

Nombu:Tshia...

ThephonerangandIanswered.

Me:Ohokay....I'llbedownthereinafew....bye.

Ihungup.

Me:Ihavetorun.Ihavetositinonsome

presentation.CanIcanyoulater?

Nombu:Okaythen.



Iwentoutwithherandwenttositinonthe

presentation.TheheadoftheteamandIwent

happywithwhattheyhadworkedonsowe

wereforcedtoworkandworkwiththemtill

20:30andeventuallywenthome.Iwas

exhaustedwhenIgothomeandmykidswere

asleep.IwenttotheshowerandfoundGiftin

thestudy.

Me:Hey.

Gift:Hey.

Me:SorryI'mlate.Workwashectic.

Gift:it'sokay.Nothingmajorhappened.Just

thefactthatyouleftbefore5amandcame

backat21:00.Youjustmissedyourson'sfirst

birthdayandyourdaughter'ssportsdaywhich

shehasbeenremindingyouofbutthat'sokay

right?
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Me:Ididn'tforgetKuhle'sbirthday.

Gift:Isthatso?

Me:Ijustcouldn'tmakeithomeontimecozwe

hadalottoworkthroughandyouknowhow....

Hewasjustlookingatme

Me:I'msorry

Gift:WesaidWe'dneverforgetimportantstuff.

Wesaidkidsfirst,workafter.

Me:Iknow.I'msorry.

Gift:Youdon'towemeanapology



Ikeptquiet.

Me:Whatdidyouguyshavefordinner?

Gift:Yourfood'sintheoven.

Me:Okay

ImadeMywaytothekitchenandlostmy

appetitebeforeIcouldevenopentheoven.The

truthis,ImissedThabsi.Withherbeingin

VarsityandlivingatRes,ifshewasthereIdon't

thinksuchimportantthingswouldhaveslipped

mymind.ShealwaysemphasizedsuchandI'm

prettysureshehadmadeherwaytoOra's

sportsday.

Thabsi:Moms.

Me:baby.



Thabsi:howareyou?

Me:I'mokay.notsleepingyet?

Thabsi:gettingcoffeethenI'mabouttostudy.

Me:ohokay.Imissyoukid

Thabsi:Imissyoutoomum.Didn'tseeyou

earlieronatOra'sschool.

Me:Iforgotaboutthat.

Thabsi:Mum!

Me:Iknowbaby

Thabsi:AndOkuhle'sbirthday?

Me:cometotheofficeafteryourlastclass

tomorrow.

Thabsi:okay.I'llbethereatat13:30

Me:Okaybaby.Loveyou

Thabsi:loveyoutoomum.



Ihungupandcheckedonthefourwhichwere

sleepingpeacefullyandIwenttobed.Giftwas

alreadyinthere.

Me:goodnight

Gift:Goodnightbaby.

Iturnedandmanagedtosleep.Thenext

morning,Imadeeveryonebreakfast

Tumelo:Morningmoms.

Yesithadchanged.

Me:Helloboy.

Phiwo:Tshimamo.



Me:Hellobaby.

Ora:Mummy?

Me:Heybaby.

Ora:Wherewereyouyesterday?

IpausedandlookedatGiftwhohadhisheadin

hisplate.

Me:Iwasatwork.

Ora:whydidn'tyoucomewatchme?

Me:I'msorrybaby

Shelookedatmewitheyesthatmademevery

guilty.

Ora:Iwontwogoldmedals.



Me:Ohheythat'snice!Welldone.

Wellatleastshehighfivedmeback

Ora:thanksmummy.

Me:sowhatdoyouwantlittleone?

Phiwo:Car.

Me:Andyou?

Ora:Anything

Me:Okay

Noku:Whataboutus?

Me:us?

Noku:TumeloandI.

Me:Wellyoutwogetnothing.

Noku:that'snotfair.

Me:itsveryfair.



Tumelo;No.

Me:younotgettinganything.Finishupsowe

canleave.

Theydidandwenttowaitformeinthecar.

Me:stillmadatme?

Heshookhishead

Me:Then?

Gift:Prioritize

Me:I'msorry.

Gift:Okaybaby.

Me:Let'shavedinnerasafamilylatertoday.As

Kuhle'sbirthdaycelebration



Gift:Soundslikeaplan

Me:Okaythen.Haveagoodday

Gift:havefundrivingthoseonestoschool..

Me:Don'tremindme.

Gift:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

WekissedandIwenttojoinmylittleonesand

drovethemtoschool.ItwasascrazyGift

suggesteditwouldbe.

"Moms"

Shewasstandingatthedoor.

Me:Heybaby!



Iclosedmylaptopandhuggedher.

Thabsi:Imissedyousomuch.

Me:Imissedyoutoobaby.How'sschool?

Thabsi:itsokay.

Me:How'sschool?

Thabsi:Momsthough.

Shesighed.

Thabsi:Tough.

Me:Youneedtosoldieron

Thabsi:Iam.

Me:good.WegoingoutforPhiwo'sbirthday

tonight.



Thabsi:Finally!Imissedourfamilydinners.

Me:Isthatso?

Thabsi:Yesmoms.

Me:soafterlunch,youneedtouberbackto

yourres,getyourclothesfortomorrowandgo

homeokay?

Thabsi:yesma'am..

Me:Good..comeonnow.

Wewentoutforlunchandhadaverygreat

catchupsession.ShedidasIhadtoldhertodo

andat17:00,Iwasathomegettingthekids

readyforoutouting.WhenIwasdonewith

them,Iwenttogetready.Giftwasinavery

chilledoutfit,jeans,sneakersandaT-shirt.

Me:Lookinggood.



Gift:Thankyou.Youtoowifey.

Me:Really?

Gift;Yes.

Iwasinaroyalbluebodycondress,Ipairedit

upwithgreysneakersanddecidedtostylemy

braidsinabun.

Me:Let'sgo

Gift:Done?

Me:Yes

Gift:Okaythen.

Westeppedout!

Thabsi:It'stheslaycouple.



GiftandIgiggled

Gift:Let'sgo

Wegotintoour7seatercaryep!Andmadeour

waytorgerestaurant.Wealljusthadthe

greatesttime!Toogreatactually.Itwas

refreshingbeingwithmy5childrenand

husband.

Me:hadfun?

Gift:madfun.

Wehadjustputthekidstobed.

Gift:Ready?



Me:Ready?

Gift:Yes

Me:Forwhatnow?

Gift:Yourson'sparty

Me:didn'twesaywe'llhavethatin2weeks?

Gift:No.Weagreedonthisweekend.3days

afterhisbirthday.Lydiaisbusywiththe

preparations.

Me:Oh

Gift:Whatdoyoumean"oh?"

Me:IhavetobeinNamibiaonFriday.Canwe

postponetheparty?

Gift:Wenotpostponinganything.Thepartywill

happenwithorwithoutyou.
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Me:Gift

Gift:Tshiamo

Me:Pleaseunderstand.

Gift:Irefuseto.Thisisyourson.Yoursonwe

talkingabout

Me:Iknow

Gift:so?

Me:Ireallycan'tcutmyselfIntotwoand...

Gift:Withorwithoutyou.

Hegotoutoftheclotheshewasinandmade

hiswaytoourbathroom.Hewasoutin15

minutesandIwentthereafterhim.Ifoundhim

sittingonthecouch.

Gift:Wanttolisten?

Me:okay.



Gift:PleaseSit.

IdidasIwastold.

Gift:wehavingthisconversationagainandI

thoughtweweredoneandthroughwithit.

Me:weare.

Gift:Clearlynot.

Idecidedtokeepquietandlisten.

Gift:Igetthatyouareacareerwoman.Ido.The

threecompaniesinGhana,ZambiaandNamibia

haveCEOsamIright?

Me:YesbutIstillhavetoseewhat'sgoingon.

Mykidsareshareholdersinthosecompanies.

Gift:Soyoucan'tgetthemtoemailyoureports?



Me:Gift..

Gift:Itsaquestion.Imeanyoutraveloutevery

monthend.

Me:Youadvisedmetobehandson.

Gift:AndIalsoadvisedyoutoprioritize.

Ihadnocomebackforthat

Gift:DidInot?

Me:Youdid

Gift:So?

Me:Soeng?

Gift:Sowhat'sgoinginwithyou?Powerand

moneyaretakingoveryouthatyou...

Me:No.Ohno.Don'tpullthatcardonme..you



knowIdon'tcareaboutmoney.Igrewup

withoutmoneyIwon'tletitchangemenow.I'm

justsecuringagoodfutureforthekidsandI

thoughtyou'dunderstandthiscozweagreed

thatwewantourchildrentohavegreatlives.

Gift:butwedidntagreeonneglectingthem.

Me:Ireallydon'tknownowbecausetoBegin

with,IWasagainstyoubuyingmeKananelo's

company.IwasalsoagainstusthrowingPhiwo

thisParty.Hecan'tevenpronouncewords

correctly.Youthinkhe'sgoingtorememberthis

hugepartywethrowinghim?

Hewasshocked.OkaymaybeIshouldn'thave.

Gift:Areyouserious?

Me:Ididn'tmeanitinabad...

Gift:WowTshiamo.Wow.



Me:Baby...

Gift:Goodnight.

Hegotupfromthecouchandmadehiswayto

ourbed.

Me:Gift.

Gift:It'sallgoodbabe.

Me:Giftplease...

Gift:No.Forgivemefortryingtoalwaysprotect

you.IdidallthatbecauseIwantedtoprotect

youfromthatanimalyouoncecalledyour

husband.

Hewasnothavingthis"don'tspeakillofthe

dead"mindset.Hecalledaspadeaspade.



Gift:ThisisthethanksIget?Youdon'teven

wanttothrowyourson.Yourownson.One

whichyoucarriedfor9monthsaparty?Areyou

serious?

Me:Ishouldn'thavesaidthat.

Gift:Wellyoudid.NowIknowexactlyhowyou

feel.

Me:Gift....

Gift:PackandmakeyourwaytoNamibia.

Idecidedtogivehimhisspace.SoIgot

dressedandgotintobed,lookedtheotherway

andslept.Thenextdaywastheusual.

Gift:youubetterstayawayfromboys.

Thabsi:Telltheboystostayawayfromme.



Giftgaveaverythreateninglook.

Thabsi:I'mkiddingdad

Gift:Youbetterbe.

Tumelo:Andreadyourbooks.

Hewasstilldaddynumber2.

Thabsi:Yesdad

Gift:Rightallready?

Theyallshouted"yes"

Gift:Saybyetomummy.Allofyou.

Onebyonetheygavemekissesonmycheeks



andleft.Itidiedupbeforeleavingfortheoffice

andwhenIgotthere,itwasveryhectic.

Me:Claud

Claudia:AMsLydiaMoneriisheretoseeyou.

Me:okay.Sendherupplease.

Claud:OkayT

Me:Thanks

IdecidedtoclearmytableasIwaitedforherto

comeup.

Me:HeyLyd

Lyd:HeyTshia.Howareyou?

Me:Busy

Lyd:Icansee



Me:SoGiftsentyoutome?

Lyd:Yes.HesaiditwouldbebestifIdealwith

youforlastpreps

Me:Wellarentyouthepartyplanner?

Lyd:IambutIobviouslyneedustofinalize

everything.

Me:Okay.Takeasit.Wantadrink?

Lyd:Waterplease

Iaskedforsomeandwecarriedon.

Me:Wellthatsoundsright.

Lyd:wouldyouliketoaddanythingelse?

Me:No.I'mnotgoodatorganisingkiddies

parties.Atorganizinganythingatall.



Shegiggled.

Lyd:Butifyousayyouhappywiththisthen

Me:Wesettled.Justthekiddiesmenu.

Somethinglight.You'llborethesekidswith

Saladsandriceandallofthat.Ithinkburgers.

Cheeseburgerswouldbenice

Lyd:Ahyoureadmymind.Iwasaboutto

addressthefood

Me:Guessingwefine?

Lyd:Yes

Me:OkayseeyouonSaturdaythen.

✴✴✴✴✴✴

Saturdaywasabuzz,itwascrazy.IfeltlikeI

wasonsteroids.Ikeptgoingfrompillartopost.



Outfits,hair,demandsandyouknowhowitgets.

Thiswasobviouslysomethingbig.4jumping

castles.Swimmingpools,playareasetc.Gift

hadgonealloutforhisson.Istillthoughtitwas

useless.WecouldhaveatleastboughtThabsi

asecondhandcarwithallthemoneythatwent

towardsapartyforsomeonewhocouldn'teven

speak.Okaywastryingtobutyougetthe

picture

Nombu:Looksgood

Me:Youthink?

Nombu:Yes

Me:Okay.Let'sgogetready

Shehadsleptoversoshecouldhelpmeinthe

morning.Wedecidedtogetreadytogether

whichtookuslessthan25minutescozwehad



gueststowelcomeandseeifeverythingwas

goingaccordingtoplan.Iwon'tlieandsayI

wasn'thappywhenpeoplestartedleavingat

around17:00cozIwasecstaticanditwasall

thankstotheweatherwhichhadstarted

changing.Evenourfriendshadleft

Gift:Thatwentwell.

Me:ItdidandI'mexhausted.

Gift:he'shappy.

Me:Heis.

Gift:So...

Iwaschangingintotracksuits.

Me:Yessir.

Gift:Wegoingtosomefamilythingtomorrow.



Me:Familything?

Gift:Likeaneventforfamiliesandsoforth.

Me:Ohno.Myflightleavesin2hoursactually3

Gift:YoustillgoingtoNamibia?

Me:Yeah.Iwashereforthepartyright?

Gift:Areyouabouttoleavenow?Atnight?

Me:Yes.I'magreatmotherGiftifyoudon'tsee

thatthensuityourself.I'llbebackon

Wednesday
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Iputonmysneakersandhoodiethentookmy

bags.

Gift:Idareyoutowalkoutofthatdoor..



Me:okay.

Igrabbedmylaptopbagandmademywayout.

ThekidshadleftwiththeirgrandmothersoI

wasn'tworried.BesidesIhadhadawordwith

heraboutmytriptoNamibiaasalways.

Gift:Tshiamo!

Icontinuedwalking,grabbedthecarkeysand

droveofftotheairport.Myflightleftat20:30

andwhenIgottothehotel,Ijustslept.Thefirst

thingIdidthenextdaywascallmykids

Me:Hellobaby.Youlooksocute.

Phiwo:HelloTshimamo.

Me;Yougoingtochurch?



Phiwo:Yes.Whereareyou?

Me:I'minNamibiababy.I'llbackonWednesday.

Phiwo:Okay.

Me:Iloveyou.

Phiwo:IloveyouTshimamo.

Heranoff

Me:AreyoubabiesOkay?

Noku:Yesmummy..Areyoufine?

Me:Iam..Goingtochurch?

Ora:Yesandwearetired.

Me:Youcan'tbe

Thabsi:Dadwantstotakeusonsomefamily

thing

Me:Goon.



Thabsi:Itwon'tbefunwithoutyou

Noku:Whenareyoucomingbackma?

Ora:ShesaidWednesdayThula.

Noku:Oh.

Theylookeddisappointed.

Me:I'llcomegetyouguysonWednesday.

Ora:Wednesday?

Me:Yes

Ora:Tshiathat'sfar..

Me:noit'snotbaby.I'llbebackokaybabies?

Noku:OkayMum.

Me:Where'sTumelo?

Thabsi:hewentoutwithUncleKev.

Me:OhOkayandyourGran?



Ora:She'sgettingdressed.

Me:okay.GreetherformeandtellherI'llcall

herlaterokay?Havefunatchurch.m

Theyallsaid"thanksmum"atthesametime

Me:Iloveyou

N,O&T:Weloveyoutoomummy

Iendedthevideocallandwenttofreshenup

andhadbreakfastthenstartedworking.I

decidedtocallGiftlateronintheday

Gift:Babe?

Me:Hey.

Gift:Howareyou?



Me:I'mfinehowareyou?

Gift:Imfine.Arrivedwell?

Me:Idid..how'sthefamilythinggoing?

Gift:Itdidn't..

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Gift:Thekidssaidtheywon'tgowithoutyou.

Me:I'msorry.

Gift:Itsokay

Me:Babe?

Gift:Love?

Me:I'msorry

Gift:Sorry?

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:Ishouldhavecommunicatedwithyou



Gift:Youverysorrythesedays

Me:Iknow.Iknow.ItsjustthatI'munderalot

ofpressurethesedaysandI'mjustreallytrying

togetoutofthishecticmessassoonasIcan.

Youknowitgetssupercrazymidyear

Gift:that'swhatyoushouldhaveexplainedI

wouldhaveunderstood.Ihadtofindouttwo

hoursbeforeyourdeparturethatyouheadingto

Namibia.

Me:I'msorry

Gift:Imissyou.

Me:Imissyoutoo.

Gift:YoureallygoingtobebackonWednesday?

Me:Yes

Gift:That'sfar.

Me:nowyousoundlikeyourkids



Helaughed

Gift:NoIdon't

Me:Youdo

Gift:Ijustmissyouthat'sall.

Me:Takethenextflightout

Gift:youknowthat'snotpossible.

Me:Awman.

Gift:I'llwaitforyou

Me:Let'stakeashotlefttothatplaceyoulike

intheEasternCape

Gift:that'sactuallyagreatidea.

Me:so?

Gift:I'llmakebookings.

Me:Hopethereareafewroomsavailable.

Gift:youdoknowwhomarriedtoright?



Igiggled.

Me:fromWednesdaytillSunday?

Gift:Okaymylove.Willyouhaveenough

clothes?

Me;I'llbuyafewthingshere.

Gift:Deal.Letmegetonit.

Me:Okaybaby.Iloveyou

Gift:Iloveyoutoomylove.

Ihungupandcontinuedworking..Iwenttothe

officesthenextdayandworked,worked,

workedforthenexttwodays.Iwasmorethan

happytomakemywaytotheairportandback

home.IwasveryexcitedtoseeasIliterally

draggedmytravellingbagbehindmeAndran



intohisarms

Gift:Heeeeyteenager!

HepickedmeupasIgiggledAndkissedhim

Gift:Missedmethatmuch?

Me:Youhavenoidea.

Gift:Imissedyoutoo.Weneedtopickupthat

bagyouletfall.

Me:Youprobablyshould.Whattimedoesour

flightleave?.

Gift:Inoneandahalfhour.

Me:okay.Brunch?

Gift:Yesplease



Wemadeourwaytohavebrunch.

Gift:howwasNamibia?

Me:wellNamibiawasNamibia.

Gift:Hectic?

Me:Very.

Gift:buthow'severythinggoing?

Me:verywellbutbabylet'snottalkaboutwork.

Gift:Fairenough.

Me:hadfunwithoutme?

Gift:Iwish.Yourkidsturnedtheirbacksonme

theminuteyouleft

Me:Notheydidn't.

Gift:Theydid."Wenotgoingwithout

mum".Boyzawastheonlyonewhowasready.

Me:wellobviously.



Gift:Phiwoisasoftie.

Me:Phiwoisnotasoftie.Hejustlovesme

more.

Gift:yeahright.

Me:Don'tbejealous.

Gift:I'mnot

Me:Then?

Gift:I'mjuststatingmyfeelings.

Me:Youstatingyourjealousybutit'sallgood

Helaughed

Gift:Imissedyou.

Me:WellImissedyoutooMrK.

Gift:Ohthat'showwerollnow?

Me:yeshusband.



Gift:Wellokaywife.

Myphonerang.

Me:ohisthatso?...Ohokay....bye.

Ihungup

Gift:andnow?Whydoyousuddenlylooklike

thetheworldisontopofyouwhenaminute

agoyoulookedlikeyouwereontopofthe

world.

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:thatwasClaud.There'sanemergencyat

work.Shejustaskedmetocomestraighttothe



officefromtheairport.
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HelookedatmeforsometimeandIstudiedhis

faceforananswer.

Gift:So?

Me:canwepostponethis?

Gift:Areyouserious?

Me:Pleasebaby

Gift:Tshia,youhaveemployees.

Me:Claudwouldn'thavecalledifitwasn't

important.

Gift:oh?



Me:pleasebaby.

Gift:Okaythen.

Me:Ipromisewe'lldothisagain.

Gift:gorightahead

Me:Thanks.

Ikissedhimanduberedtotheoffice.Itwas

indeedanemergency.Theotherbuildingnear

theparkingspotswasonfire..

Me:isthereanyonehurt?

Claud:Luckilyno.

Thefirefightershadalreadyputthefireout.

Me:whathappened?



Hector:Wehavenoidea.

Me:Hectoryouworkthere.

Hector:wethinktherewasanelectricalfault.

Me:really?

Icouldn'tbelieveit.

Hector:thatstheonlylogicalexplanation.

Me:notlogicaltomeatallbecausewehave

electricianscominghereeverysecondweekto

makesurethateverythingis...Youknowwhat!

Claud,callitaday.Theyshouldbebackon

Monday..Deadlinesmustbemetthoughso

theyhavetoworkfromhome.Whatever

meetingtheyhadscheduledforheretellthem

totakethemelsewhere

Claud:OkayMa'am



Me:Thanksbabe.

Imademywaytooneofthefirefighters.

FireF:Yourbuilding?

Me:Yesitis.Howbadisit?

FireF:Notbad.Canbefixedinacoupleofdays.

Itwasjustaminorthingwhichcouldhave

turnedintoamajorthing.Youhaveexcellent

workers.

Me:Ithoughtitsreallybad.

FireF:Wesuggestyoucallinelectricians.

Rewiring.

Me:Noted.

FireF:weallgoodthough.

Me:WellthankyousoMuch.

FireF:Surething.



Iwatchedastheyfinishedanddecidedtogo

seemykidsatMymotherinlaw's.Imissed

Phiwoactually..theseotheronesIknew

wouldn'thavetimeforme.me

Phiwo:Tshimamo.

Me:Hellobaby.

Phiwo:Imissedyou.

Me:Imissedyoutoomyangel.Didyoueat?

Henodded.

Phiwo:Wherewereyou?

Me:IwasinNamibia.

Phiwo:YoumusttakeMewith/



Me:Iwillbaby.Don'tworry.

Phiwo:CanIhavesweets?

Me:Sweetsarebadforyou.Youdon'twant

cheesecurls?

Phiwo:Please.

Me:come.

Ipickedhimupandwewenttogethim

cheesecurlswhenwecamebackfromthe

shopstheotherthreewereabouttoeat

Ora:Younotsupposetoeatcheesecurls.

Tumelo:Youmusteatfirst

G'smum:Phiwoalreadyate.

Ora:when?

G'smum:Beforeyourmotherarrived



Theykeptquiet

Me:Exactlygrownups!

G'smumgiggled.

G'smum:Youcansaythatagain.Comewith

metothelounge.

IfollowedhertotheloungeleavingNokuwith

herbrotherandsister.Mylittlemankepthis

littlehandinmindaswefollowedGran.He

wasn'tstayingbehindwiththethreebosses

Me:Theydidn'tgiveyouanytrouble?

G'smum:None.Aren'tyouandGiftsupposeto



beinTheEasternCape?

Me:Yesbuttherewasanemergencyatwork

G'smum:Ohthat'sBad.Whathappened?

Me:Afloorwasonfire.

G'smum:MyGod!Aretheworkersfine?

Me:Yestheyare.Itshouldbefixedinafew

days.

G'smum:That'sbetter.

Me:I'mjustsadthatIhadtohaveGiftcancel

thisouting.

G'smum:It'sbeyondyourcontrol.

Me:Stillma.

G'smum:Tshia,youareagreatmotheranda

wifetoGift.Yesyouworkhardbutyoushould.I

usedtowork3jobs.3.Justtomakesuremy

kidsarewelltakenoff.Aren'ttheywellofftoday?

Me:Welltoday,Ifeelreallybad



G'smum:Heydon't.Younewtoallofthis.Itwill

geteasier.

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:ItisverydifficultalthoughI'vebeendoing

thisforonly9months.

G'smum:Andyoustilllearningaswellsogive

yourselfabreak.

Me:Thanksma.

G'smum:Itsapleasure

Me:I'mgladIhadthisconversationwith

someone

G'smum:Feelfreetocomewhenever.

Me:Thankyousomuchma.

G'smum:YouaremydaughternowTshia.



Ifeltlighter

Me:CanItakethemwith?

G'smum:Justafewmoredayswith.

Igiggled.

Me:Okay.

G'smum:Itgetslonelywhentheyarenothere.

Me:Allthenoiseandtroubletheycause

G'smum:Itsthebeautyofbeinga

grandmother..

Me:Ohnoma..thenIdon'twanttobeone.

Shelaughed



Me:YoustayingwithGrandmaokay?

Phiwo:GrandmawillmakeMeeatporridgethat

hasgrassInit.

Welaughed.

Me:Grass?

Phiwo:Yes

Me:No.Youimaginingthings.Phiwoyouneed

toeatGranny'sporridgesoyoucangrowand

beabigboylikeTumelookay?

Phiwo:Okay

Me:That'sbetter

Ichilledwithmybabiesandtheirgrandmother

foranhourorsoanduberedtothehouse.



Me:Nombu,therewasanemergency.Icouldn't

tellyouI'mback.

Nombu:Youcouldn'ttext?

Me:Iwastooworriedtotext.

Nombu:Okaywhereareyounow?

Me:I'monmywaytothehouse.

Nombu:HowwasNamibia?

Me:Itwasokay.Let'shavelunchtomorrow.

Nombu:I'dlovethat.

Me:ButI'llhavetostartattheofficefirst..

Nombu:Let'ssayaround14:00

Me:Lovely

Nombu:Tshiadon'tbelate.

Me:NombuIwon'tbe.

Nombu:Idon'ttrustyou.



Igiggled

Me:Bye

Nombu:Goodbyevele!

Me:Loveyou.

Nombu:Loveyoumore.

IhungupandwhenIfinallygothomeGiftwas

sittinginthegardendrinkingbeers.

Me:Heybabe.

Gift:Heylove

Me:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Gift:didyousortoutyouremergency?

Me:afloorwasonfirebutitshouldbesorted

byMonday.



Gift:ohthat'sgood.

HepointedtothedoorAndIfollowedhisindex

finger.

Me:What'sgoingon?

Gift:Youleaving.

Me:What?

Gift:I'veputwithyournonsenseforawhilenow.

I'mdone.

Me:Gift,I'mnotleaving

Gift:Youare.AndForgoodthistime.
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Me:Areyouserious?

Gift:Yes

Me:ButIhandleditandwecan...

Gift:Idon'tcareTshiamo.

Me:Pleasedon'tdothisagain.

Gift:Tshiamo.

Me:Giftplease

Gift:Takeyourbagsandleave

Me:Please

Gift:Takeyourfuckinbagsandleave!

HehadsnappedandIhadgrownfearinjustan

instant.

Me:CanIatleasttakethekidswith?

Gift:YoucantakePhiwowith.Hestillneeds



you.

Me:Theotherfourneedmeaswell.

Gift:No.Theyarefineatmymum's

Me:Youcan'tmakethatdecision

Gift:Tshiamo.

Me:I'mgoingtotakethemplease

Gift:Theyarefineatmum's!

Me:Okay.

Iwasn'tgongtoarguewithhimcozIhada

lumpinmythroat.OnewhichIwastryingto

swallowsohard.IwentinsidetopackPhiwo's

thingsandwentoutagain.

Me:Please

Gift:LeaveTshia.



Me:Wecanworkitoutitdoesn'thavetobethis

waybabyplease.

Gift:TshiamoIwon'taskyoutoleaveagain.

Inoddedandtriedtograbmybagsatonce.I

gotthecarfromthegarageanddrovetomy

mother'shouse.AssoonasIparkedoutsideI

justcried.Icriedforaboutanhourand

eventuallywentinside.

Nolo:mygoodness!

Me:HiNolo.

Nolo:Areyouokay?

Ishookmyheadandtriedtoholdbackmytears

Me:Wherearethekids?



Nolo:Atdad's.What'swrong?

Me:Gift..he...Hekickedmeout.

Nolo:What?Why?

Me:IwasabadwifetohimCuz.

Nolo:OhNoTshiadon'tsaythat.

Shegotuptomakemeacupofwarmwater

withsugar.Itmanagedtocalmmedown.

Nolo:Okaytalktome.

Me:WeweresupposetogotoE.Cfor"us'time

andClaudcalledtotellmethatthere'san

emergencyatwork.Thebuildingwasonfire

Nolo:OhmyGod.Didanyonegethurt?

Me:Luckilyno



Asighofrelieffromher.

Nolo:That'sbetter.

Me:WhenIgotbackGifthadpackedmythings.

Nolo:He'soverreacting.Youhadtobethere.It

isyourcompanyandshouldn'theunderstand

thiscozhealsorunscompanies?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:maybeIpushedhimtothis.Ifirstforgot

aboutORA'ssportsdayandPhiwo'sfirst

birthday.Ialmostpostponedhispartymaybe

I'mtoomuch.

Nolo:WellI'vemissedalotofSabelo'ssports

days.



Igiggled.

Nolo:YouarehumanaswellTshia.He's

supposetohelpyou.Notpushyouaway.You

firsthadtodealwithKananelo,dealtwithgiving

birthandsoonafterhadtheresponsibilityof

companies.Companiesyoudidn'tevenaskfor

butbecauseyoutryingtomakesureyour

childrenhaveagreatfutureyouworkinghard.

There'snothingwrongwiththat.

Me:Really?

Nolo:maybeyouareabadwifemaybebutyou

notabadmother..lookathowcloseyouand

Thabsieare.Onewouldswearshe'syour

biologicaldaughter.Nokuadoresyou.Every

timesheentersaroom,sheaskswhereyouare.

Andthenthere'sPhiwowhoneverwantsto

leaveyourside.



Ismiled.

Me:Tumelodoesn'tcareaboutme

Nolo:Ohhedoes.He'salwaysofferingyoufood.

Hecares

Me:AndthenOra?Shedoesn'tseemlikeshe

caresaswell.

Nolo:Oradoesn'tgiveadamnaboutanythng

thatisn'tsports.Sheonlygivesadsmnabout

herauntBontlecoztheylikethesamethings.

Isighed

Me:Iguessyouright.

Nolo:Don'tworry.I'msureGiftwillcome

around.

Me:Youthink?



Shenodded

Nolo:Helovesyou.

Me:AndIlovehimtoo

Nolo:Lovealwaysconquers.

Me:Right?

Iwipedthetearsoffmyface.

Nolo:Ofcourse.That'sbetter

Me:Thankscuz.

Nolo:Anytime.

Me:ShouldIcallhim?

Nolo:Lethimcooldown.

Me:Okay.



Nolo:Gowashyourface

Me:Right.Pleasehelpmegetmybags

Nolo:Okay.

WewenttothecartogetmybagsandIhitthe

shower.IcalledThabsietocheckuponherand

lastlycalledNokutocheckonthem.

Me:Goingtoworktomorrow?

Nolo:Noyou?

Me:WellIhavetoseeifeverything'sgoingwell

inthatcompany.

Nolo:Whatcausedthefire?

Me:Somewiringproblemapparently.

Nolo:That'sbad.

Me:Iknowright?Imeanwehaveelectricians

comeintocheckeverysecondweek.Ifailto



understandhowtheymissedwhattheymissed

Nolo:Mistakeshappen.

Me:Nowthismistakehascausedmemy

marriage

Nolo:Yourmarriagewillsoonbebackontrack.

YouandGiftwillbeannoyinguswithSelfies

andlatenightdatesandblahblahblah.

Ilaughed

Me:Youaresojealous.

Nolo:Ohno.I'vemadepeacewiththefactthat

I'mbadatlove.

Me:Ohnotthisagain!I'morderingmeatfrom

thoseboysnearMmeRose'shouse.Isthatfine?

Nolo:Chickendust?

Me:Ihaven'thadsomeinages.



Nolo:Metoo.I'llmakechipsinthemeantime.

Therestofthenightwasfun.Noloalwaysknew

howtomakemefeelbetter.Always!Thenext

day,Ihadtogoseehoweverythingwasgoing

andIwasreassuredthateverythingwouldbe

fixedin2daysandthatbyMondaywillbe

businessasusual.Iwashappywiththat.Imet

upwithNombuat14:00asIhadpromisedher

andshelookeddifferent.

Me:OhmyGod,!Nombu!

Nombu:WhatIsit?

Me:Areyoupregnant?

Nombu:Yes!

Me:Why?

Nombu:whatdoyoumean?



Me:Nombudidn'tyousayyouandStheare

donehavingkids?

Nombu:Tshia,Iwasborntobeamotherokay?

Ilaughed

Me:Youcan'tbeserious.

Nombu:Iam.AndyouaretheGodmother

Me:Okayfine.EventhoughIdon'tknowwhat

Godmothersdobutokay.I'mHappyforyou.

GenuinelyHappy.Ifpregnancymakesyouglow

likethisthenyoushouldkeeppoppingmore

babies

Shelaughed

Nombu:Thanks.Nowlet'seat.



Lunchwasfuntoo.Ilovedcatchingupwithmy

bestfriend.WhenIgothomeGift'scarwas

parkedoutside.

Me:Hey.

Gift:Hey.

Me:IsNolonothere?Whyareyoustanding

outside?

Gift:there'snoonehere

Me:Ohokaycomeinside

HefollowedmetothedoorandIunlocked,let

himwalkinfirst.

Me:Drink?

Gift:I'mnotstaying.Here



Iopenedtheenvelope.

Me:Divorcepapers?

Gift:Yougetcustodyofthekids.What'syours

isyours.What'smineismine..I'veopened

educationalaccountsforthekidsthatshouldn't

beaproblem.I'llkeepmaintainingmy5kids.Its

notaproblem.I'mprettysurethey'llchooseto

livewithyouovermeanytimesoI'vebought

youguysahouse.I'llgiveyouyourown

allowanceasIalwayshave.Nothing'sgoingto

change.Ijustneedthekidstocomeoverevery

weekendandschoolholidaysaswell.This

includespublicholidays.

Me:Gift...

Gift:Tshia,don'tmakethismoredifficultthanit

alreadyis.Pleasesignthosepapers



Alltheifs

#48

Me:Babypleasedon'tthis.GiftIneedyou.

Gift:Tshiapleasesign.

Me:Please

Gift:Ihaveameetingtogetto.Signthepapers

please

Me:Ican't.

Gift:I'llcomebacktomorrowforthose.

IwatchedasheleftthehouseandIfellagainst

thewallandcried.Iwasinpainsomuchpain.I

waslosingthemanIloved.ThemanwhoIhad

hadaninstantconnectionwith.Themanwho

mademe.Fixedmeupandmademewhole

againbutyethewasbreakingme.Icriedand



criedandcriedanddecidedtodustmyselfup.I

wasgoingtofighttosaveus.Iwasn'tgoingto

letsomethingsosmallcomebetweenus.Gift

wasmine.Hehadalwaysbeenmine.

Nolo:Youarecryingagain!

Me:Giftwantstodivorceme.

Nolo:What?

Me:Iwon'tlethim.

Nolo:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:NoloIlovethatman!Ilovethatmanso

much.I'mnotgoingtolethimslipawayfrom

me.

Nolo:Ididn'tthinkitwouldgettothis.

Me:I'llfindaway.

Nolo:Areyougoingtosignthepapers?

Me:NO!



Nolo:Don'tshoutgeez!

Icalmedmyselfdown.

Me:I'msorry.

Nolo:Calmdown.

Me;I'mcalm.

Nolo:good..nowleavethisuntiltomorrowokay?

Me:Okay.

Nolo:WhendidGiftsayhe'llbeback?

Me:Tomorrow.

Nolo:That'sgood.Youstillhaveachancetofix

this.

Me:Okay.

Itookadeepbreathinthenout.



Me:You'reright.

Nolo:Nowrelax.

Me:Iamrelaxed.I'mgoingtoseethekids.

Nolo:Face.

Me:Right.

IdownedabottleofwaterasImademywayto

thebathroomandIwasasfreshasever.

Me:I'mout.

Nolo:ComebackwithPhiwo.

Me:I'lltry.

Nolo:Okay.

Me:ByeCuz

Nolo:Bye.



IwasconfidentagainthatIwasgoingto

changeGift'smindaboutthedivorcebutatthe

backofmymind....Iwasafraidofwhatwas

goingtohappen..Ihadfaith.Alotofityesbut

onecouldneverbesure.Itwaslikegambling

youcouldneverbesureoftheoutcome.Iwas

welcomedwarmlybymylittleone.Andthe

othernotsolittleones.

Tumelo:Iwonamedalforbestsoccerplayer!

Me:yougoboy!Bythetimeyougettoprimary

you'llbeaprof

Tumelo:I'mthenextMessi.

Me:Ofcourseyouare.

Tumelo:Areyouhungry?

IgiggledasIrecalledwhatNolohadsaidabout



him.

Me:Nobaby.

Tumelo:Peanutbuttersandwich?

Me:Okay.

Tumelo:Coming.

Me:Okaylove.

Hewalkedoff.

Me:andhowwasschoolgirls?

Ora:Itwasfine.

Me:Andyou?Whythelongface?

Noku:IhadafightwithJabulile.

Me:Whynow?

Noku:Idon'tknow.



Me:Stoplying.

Noku:Shelikesmycrush.

Me:Youaretooyoungtohavecrushes

Noku:Ma!

Me:NoI'mserious.Wesaidnoboystillvarsity.

Noku:ButI'mateennow.

Me:Exactly!Younotanadult.Whatdoyou

knowabout..Orapleasegiveusspace.

Ora:OkayMoms

Iwasn'tgoingtoaskPhiwotoleavecozhewas

clingingontome.

Me:Babywhatdoyouknowaboutrelationships?

Noku:Ilikehim.

Me:Youstillyoung.



Noku:ButI'm14

Me:Nokudon'targuewithme.I'velivedlonger

thanyouhave

Shekeptquiet.

Me:Iknowwhat'sbestforyou.Leavethese

boysaloneandfocusonyourschoolwork.I

alwaystoldThabsiethisandshelistened.Don't

youwanttobelikeher?Don'tyouwanttobeat

varsityaswell?

Noku:Ido.

Me:Soleaveboysalone.You'llhaveenough

timetodatewhenyouolder.Andbesidesyou

dadwillkillyou.Youknowright?

Shelaughed.



Noku:Iforgotabouthim.

Me:andI'mremindingyouabouthim.Youand

Jabuaregoodfriends.Don'tletaguyCome

betweenyou.TellherIsaidthisokay?

Noku:Okaymoms.

Me:Good.Itstimeformetocheckyour

homework.Let'sgo.

Noku:Eish.

Me:Let'sgo!

IpickedPhiwoandwefollowedNokutothe

house.Icheckedtheirbooksandhelpedherout

withanassignmentshehad.AfterthatNoku

madesurethattheyallthetooktheirbathwhile

Ispoketomymotherinlaw.



G'smum:Youlooktroubled.

Me:I'mfinema.

G'smum:ReallyTshia?AreyouandGiftfine?

Inodded

Me:We'llbefinema.

G'smum:soitmeansyounotfine.

Me:Everycouplegoesthrougharoughpatch.

G'smum:Willyoutwobefine?

Me:Okayma...canIbehonestwithyou?

G'smum:Please.

Me:Giftaskedmetomoveout.

G'smum;What?

Me:He'sreallyfedup.Heevenservedmewith

Divorcepapersthisafternoon.



G'smum:What!Tshiaisitthatbad?Letmetalk

to....

Me:Nonononomapleasedon't.CanIjusttalk

tohimfirst?

G'smum:Okay.Butyoumusttellmeifallfails.

Me:Okayma.

G'smum:TakingPhIwowith?

Me:NolowouldhateMeifIdidn't.

G'smum:Okaythen.

IwenttomakesuretheywereallintheirPJs.

Phiwowasveryexcitedtoleavewithmebutfell

asleep20minutesafterplayingwithNolo.The

nextday,Iwenttogettheotherthreeandtook

themtoschool.IalsohadafewmeetingsIhad

toattendtoAndabrainstormingsessionIhad

withmymarketingteam.WhenIgothomeat

around17:30,GiftwasplayingsoccerwithMy



boys(Nolo'ssons)andMylittleone.Nolohad

pickedhimupfrommyinlaw'scozshewas

neverenoughofhim.

Me:Heybabies.

Theygreetedmebackastheyrantohim.

Me:Heybaby.

Gift:Hellomylove.

Me:canwegoinside?

Gift:Sure

WelefttheboysoutsideandWentin.Nolowas

inthekitchenmakingsandwichesforthekids



Gift:canIhavethepapersnow?

Me:Canwefindawaytoworkthisout?

Gift:I'mtiredoftalkingTshia.I'vehadenough.

I'mdone.I'malwaysremindingyoutobeawife

andamother.LookTshiaItried

IcouldfeelthetearsInmyeyes

Me:Babyplease.IneedyouGift

Therewasacrackinmyvoice.EvenIcouldfeel

ittoo.ThecornerofmyeyecaughtNoloandI

knewshewasashurtasIwascozassoonasI

lookedupather,hereyeswerefilledwithtears

aswell.Shejustshookherheadatme

Gift:Tshia,sign



Me:Please

Gift:Tshiamo!

Hisvoicewassharpandhequicklyclearedhis

throat.

Gift:Pleasesignthepapers.

Hewassuddenlycalm.Nolowalkedtothe

standwhereIhadputthepapersandshe

grabbedapenfrommybag.Shecametosit

nexttomeandputthepapersonmyLap

Nolo:DoitCuz.Youcan'tforcesomeonetobe

withyou.

Me:Ican'tNolo.



Mycheekswerewet.

Nolo:Itgetsbetterwithtime.

Ilookedather

Nolo:Youhaveme.

InoddedasIturnedmyheadtothepapersand

asIputmysignatureonthedottedlineofeach

page,Ifeltmyheartbreakintopieces...itwas

over!

Alltheifs

#49



☀☀☀☀☀

Ayearlater,Ihadmovedinanewhouse.

Thabsiehadmovedoutofrestocomelivewith

usbecauseshethoughtI'dneedthehelpeven

thoughIhadhiredafulltimenannybutI

appreciatedherthoughtfulness.Ihadhealed.

WellIwasstillhealing.Mycounsellorhadtold

methatthefirststeptohealingwouldbeto

acceptthesituationAndIhadacceptedthatmy

marriagewasover.Wespokeyesbutitwas

onlyaboutthekids.Only!Ihadgottenagripand

IwashappycozitmeantIhadmoretimeto

spendwithmykids.Welovedgoingonvacation

yesjustthesixofusandNoloandherbabies

wouldjoinuswhentheycould.Nombuhad

beenblessedwithadaughterandmysister

Tshepangwasexpecting.Yep!Iwasn'tmad

though.Shewasgrownandtheguyhadpaid

lobolaforhersoIwashappy.Resegowasstill

datingthatguy!Yeahthatone!Oneofthe



brothersandLesediwellhewasgoaldrivenlike

Iwas.IhadtakenhimundermywingandI

lovedit.Thekidshadhadahardtimeadjusting

tothedivorcebuttheymanagedtopullthrough.

Me;Let'sgo!Let'sgo!

"Coming"

Orashouted.

Me:3moreminutesorelseyou'llallhaveto

walktoschool.

Theyallraninatthesametimebesides

Thabsiewhohada11:30lecture.



Me:Let'sgo.Ready?

"Yesma'am"

Me:excellent.Offtothecar..

IfollowedthemoutandgotintothecarafterI

checkediftheywereseatedwell.

Me:let'sgo

Noku:Moms

Me:Baby?

Noku:canweeatouttonight?

Me:Youdon'tfeellikeahomecookedmeal?

Noku:No..

Me:Wellspringhassprungandthenightsare



gettingWarmersoIguesswecanstartgoing

outnow.

TumeloandOrashouted"yay"atthesametime.

Theylovedgoingoutatnight.

Tumelo:CanPopscome?

Me:Whateveryoukidsdecide.

Tumelo:Okay.Nokucallhim.

Noku:Okay

ShetookmyphoneanddialledGift.Hewas

connectedtothecar.

Gift:love.



Iwasstill"love"forsomeweirdreason.

Noku:ItsMe!

Gift:heyTinker.

Noku:hellodad

Gift:Isyourmumokay?

Noku:She'sfine.

Gift:Ohokay.Soyoumissme?

Noku:No.

Gift:Ouch.

Noku:Youwanttojoinusfordinnertoday?

Gift:Where?

Noku:Westillgoingtodecide.I'llaskmumto

sendyouAnSMS.

Gift:OkayTinker.Noproblem.

Tumelo:Pops!



Gift;Boyza!

Tumelolovedcuttingpeopleoffwheneverthere

wasGiftinvolved.Inphonecallsspecifically.

Tumelo:Howareyoupops?

Gift:I'mfineBoyza.Goingtoschool?

Tumelo:Yespops.

Gift:whereisOra?

Tumelo:She'shere.

Ora:Hellopops

Gift:hellosunshine!I'llseeyoualllaterokay?

Theyallsaid"okaydad'atthesametime

Gift:Loveyou.



"loveyoutoopops"

AndNokuhungup

Me:Happy?

"Yes"theyallshouted

Phiwowasunbothered.Hehardlypaidattention

toGiftanyway.Hewasthatson.Thatonewho

onlycaredabouthisfatherfor4minutesand

wouldfindhiswaybackintomyarmsagain.I

figureditwasbecausehewasstillyoungand

thatwithtimeitwouldchange.Idrovethemall

toschoolandheadedtotheoffice.

"Thatchairsuitsyou"



Me:Mygoodness!Hey!

Igotuptohugher.

Seipati:HeyTshia..

Me:Thisissuchapleasantsurprise

Seipatihaddecidedtogobackhometo

Mahikengafterthewillwasread.Heryounger

sisterhadbeenlivinginthehouse,takingcare

ofitandsoforth

Seipati:Youlooksopretty..

Me:Really?

Seipati:Yes.I'dneverlietoyou



Me;Youlookprettytoo.Comeon.

ShefollowedmetothecouchIhadinmyoffice

Me:WouldyouLikesomethingtodrink?

Seipati:I'mfine

Me:Soyoubackforgood?

Shetookadeepbreath.

Seipati:I'mreadytoliveinJo'burgagain

Me:You'vebeengonefor2years.

Seipati;Iknowright?Butthat'snotwhatI'm

herefor.I'mheretotellyouthatI'mgetting

married.

Me:Ohwow.



Shepassedmeaninvite.

Me:Thisissonice.ButthisisnotAninvite....

"CharlesandSeipatiwouldlikeyoutobepartof

theirbridalparty..."

Me:I'dloveto..

Seipati;Thankyou.

Me:Youtwolookgoodtogether

Iwasthisbecausethebackgroundwasa

pictureofthem.Theylookedliketheywere

happilyinlove



Seipati:Sohow'sGiftdoing?Thekids?

Me:GiftandIgotadivorce.

Seipati:What?

Me:Lifehappens

Seipati:I'msosorrytohearthat.

Me:Nodon'tbe.Itsokay.Marriageisnotforme.

Seipati:You'llfindsomeone.Tshiayouarestill

young

Me:Youcallbeing31young?

Shelaughed.

Seipati:Ofcourse.

Me:I'mmarriedtomycareerandthat'sokay.I

realizedthatmendon'tlikethatsoI'mdone

withthem.



Seipati:Soyouchoosingwork?

Me:overmenanytimeyes!Itkeepsmesane..

Seipati:Itwillallworkoutintheendyou'llsee

Me:Yeahright.Let'sgooutforlunch.

Seipati:Wellokay.IcanbriefyouonwhatIwant

.

Me:Let'sgo

Lunchwasgoodwithher.Shehadsolidideas

ofwhatshewantedandshewasagirlinlove.

Afterwork,Iwenttogetthekidsandwhenwe

gothome,weallgotreadyfordinner.Thabsie

had2testsinoneweeksoshecouldn'tjoinus.

Thekidswereveryhappytoseetheirdad.After

weallate,theydecidedtoheadtotheplayarea.

Gift:youlookinggood



Me:Thanks.

Gift:heardyouowningthebusinessawardsthis

year

Me:Itry.Nothingbeatshardwork

Gift:I'mproudofyou.

Me:Thankyou.

Gift:Tshia?

Me:hey.

Gift:Imetsomeone

Forsomestrangereasonthatreallycutdeep.

Verydeep.

Me:oh?

Gift:Yes

Me:That's....



Iswallowedhard.

Me:that'snice

Hepassedmesomecard

Gift:hernameisNtombi.

Iopenedthecardinfrontofme

Gift:wegettingmarried.

Alltheifs

#50...Adiós



Me:oh.

Gift:TheweddingIsintwoweeks.

Me:ohokay.

Gift:areyoufine?

Me:Iam

Gift:Yousure?

Me:I'llavailmyself.

Gift:I'dappreciateyourpresence.I'dlikeyouto

meetherfirst.BeforetheweddingthatIs.

Me:Ummm....

Iwasgettingaheadache.

Me:Whataboutthekids?

Gift:Nokumadeitclearthatshedoesn'twant

tomeetanother.



Me:AndThabsie?

Gift:Shebrushedmeoffandtoldmeshe'snot

interested.

Mygirlsweredownforme.LoyalkidsIwas

raising.

Me:Sorry.I'lltryandtalkto...

Heshookhishead.

Me:Sure?

Gift:iftheycanjustcometothewedding.

Me:I'lltalktothem

Gift:Thankslove.

Me:Maybeyouneedtostopcallingme"love"



sinceyouhaveanewlove.

Gift:I'msorry.

Me:IhaveanopeningtomorrowafterI'mgoing

tobebusyuntilthedayofyourwedding.

Gift:Lunch?

Me:Sure.

Gift:Okaythen.Yourfavoriterestaurant?

Me:Okay.12:30

Gift:Okay

Me:SocanIask?

Gift:Yes.

Me:Didyoumeetherbeforeorafterourdivorce?

Pleasebehonest.

Gift:after.Imether7monthsago.

Me:Oh.Andyoureadytomarryher?

Gift:Iloveher.



Deepercut!

Me:That'snice.

Gift:Tshia?

Me:Gift,Ihopeyoudon'texpectmetobehappy

aboutallofthis.

HelookedatMeandpausedabit.

Me:ButI'veacceptedthesituation

Gift:That'sallIeverask.

Me:Okay

Gift:Arewecool?

Me:Yeah.Goodluckthough.

Gift:thankyou.



Me:Anddon'tworry.AscrazyasIam,Iwon't

doanythingfunny.

Gift:Iwasn'tworried

Me:Youhaveaworriedlookonyourface

though

Idrankup

Gift:Youintowinenow?You'vebeendrinkinga

lotofwinesincewegothere.Ithinkthat'syour

5thglassnow

Me:IworkbetterwhenI'mtipsy.

Gift:Tshiathat'snothealthy

Me:itworksforme.

Gift:ohokay

Me:Don'tlooksoworried.I'mnotanalcoholic

Gift:WellIshouldbe.



Igavehimthat"don'tannoyme"lookandhe

quicklybackedoff.Wecalledthekidsbackfor

dessertandleftwhenwewerealldone.When

wegothome,theywentstraighttobedand

Thabsiewasstillup.Onastudybreak.

Me:Yourfoodbaby

Thabsie:Thanksma.

Me:Haveachancetochatabit?

Thabsie:foryouanytime.

Me:YourDad'sgettingmarried

Thabsie:hetoldme.

Me:Andapparentlyyoudon'twanttomeethis

soontobebride?

Shesighed.



Thabsie:soI'vebeencountingthewomenI've

metbeforeyouandtheyareexactly10.I'm

donereally.Dadthinksitsokaytobringwomen

inandoutofourlives.Imeanreallymoms,

we'veneverbeenclosetoourmomsyouknow

sowhenyoucameintherewasasenseof

Stability.Dadcanenjoyhislifewithhisnew

bride.I'llpass.

Me:Butyouknowatsomepointyouneedto

meether.

Thabsie:Okay.

Me:Isthata"yes"?

Thabsie:HemustnotExpectustohavesome

sortofrelationshipwithher

Me:soI'mmeetinghertomorrow..howabout

wejustmakethisadinnerthing?

Thabsie:Okaymoms.Iknowyouwon'tletthis



go.

Me:YourdadandIareover.Youallneedto

acceptthat.

Thabsie:wellwehave.Butdadneededtoslow

downabit.Itslikehecan'tlivewithouta

woman.He'snotbeingagreatrolemodeltothe

boysifyouaskme.

Ikeptquiet.

Me:I'lltellhimyouagreed.

Thabsie:Okayma..goodnight.

ShewasdismissingmeandIdecidedtojustgo

takeashowerandgotobed.Thenextwas

chaosasalwaysandIknockedoffearlyto

preparedinnerforGiftandhisFiancée.Ialso

gotthekidsready.



Me:Yourdad'shere.

Iwasn'tworriedaboaboutfirsttwokidscozin

allhonesty,theyweren'tGift's.Icouldcontrol

thembutitwasNokuandThabsiethathadme

worried.Alot.

Noku:Ohdear!

Wewaitedforthemtowalkin..Shewasinhigh

waistjeans,vansandanicebodysuit.Ithada

bitoflace..Shedidlookolderthanmethough

maybe2or3yearsolderbutshewasbeautiful.

Thabsie:Hereyougoagain!



Theywalkedin.

Gift:Heykids.Heylove.

"Hipops"

Theyallsaid.Phiwowasnexttome.Withno

careintheworld.

Gift:ThisisNtombi,mywifetobe.

Ntombi:Heykids.Youmustbe....

Shegotthemrightandtheydidn'tcare.

Ntombi:Tshia.

Me:Ntombi.



Ntombi:Nicetomeetyou.

Me:Nicetomeetyoutoo.Wecantakeour

seats.

Wedid.

Ntombi:Thabsiehow'sVarsity?

Thabsie:Fine.

Ntombi:Imsureyouenjoyalltheparties

Thabsie:No.Ispendmostofthetimewithmy

siblingsandmother.Orstudying,Idonthave

timeforparties

Noku:Doyouhavekids?

Ntombi:Yes.3

Noku:Soyoutoldthemyoufoundthemanew

dad?

Ntombi:Yesthey'vemethim.Theylikehim.



Thabsie:Ihopehetoldyouthatwenotexactly

lookingforanewmother.Let'sgokids.We'll

eatoutside.

Gift:Thabsile!

Theothersfollowedherout...

☀☀☀☀☀☀☀

Weallgotreadyforhisbigday,Iwatchedashe

watchedhisnewbridewalkin.Hehadthe

biggestsmileonmyface,thesameonehehad

whenIwalkeddownwithhim.Nombu

squeezedmyhandtomakesureIwasfine

whileNoloputherhandonmythighprobably

asasignofcomfort.Ilistenedasthepriest

spoke,listenedastheyexchangedvows,

watchedasheputherringonherfinger,



watchedassheputhis.Iwatchedasthey

sharedakissinfrontofeveryoneandtheroom

andonlythendidithitmethatmymarriageto

Giftwasover.IhadtoaskThabsieandhercrew

tobepartofthephotosandtheyagreed

althoughitwashellgettingthroughtothem.I

satthroughreceptionasIkeptdowningglasses

ofwinedownmythroatandwentoutwhenthey

calledthemupfortheirfirstdance.

Nombu:Areyouokay?

Iwipedthetearsoffmyface.

Me:Iam.

Nombu:Thismustbehardonyou.

Me:ItisbutIshouldhavebeenabetterwifeI

guess.HedeservesbetterNombu.



Nombu:Don'tbeatyourselfup.

Me:YouknowmaybeifIhadprayedmore,ifI

hadprioritizedbetter,ifIhadbeenapresent

wife,ifIhaddonemywifelyduties,ifIhadbeen

aProverbs31woman,ifIhadneededGiftthe

samewayheneededme,ThenmaybeI

wouldn'tbeinallofthisbutyouknow...Allthe

ifsintheworldwon'tbringhimbackagain.

TheEnd


