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Luthando

AfewmonthslaterIwasgettingthereafterthe

deathofmywifeNoluntuMolefi.Itwashard.I

meanIburiedher.Shewasgoneandwhenshe

diedherandIhadourcomplicationsandwhen

NkositoldmethethingsIdidtoherwhenIwas

onthesocalledspellmyheartbroke.Inever

thoughtthatIcanbethatheartlessandwhenit

cametoIngridIjustdidn'tknowwhattodo.She

isjust6monthsoldandsheneedsamother's

lovebutallshegetsisme.I'munstable.Ican't

takecareofababy.IthinkIneedsomeoneto

takecareofthisbabyforme.Wellnottakefull

responsibilitybuttobethereforherasa

mother.

Iwasintheloungedrowninginmysorrows

whenBlessingwalkedinthehouse.

Her:"Luthando!!"shescolded.Itwasearlyin



themorning.Ididn'tneedthisatsuchanearly

hour.

Me:"Blessing...please."

Her:"Dontpleasemewena.Where'sIngrid?"

Me:"intheroom."

Her:"Thixo!Ihopethebabyisokay."shesaid

walkingupstairsandIfollowed.Ingridwas

peacefullysleepingonhercot.

Me:"Imaybeadrunkardbutiknowhowto

takecareofmydaughter."

Her:"Fine!"shekissedherforehead.

Her:"Whyareyoudrinkingsoearlyinthe

morning?"

Me:"Ijustneededsomethingtonumbthepain.

"

Her:"ThisisnotthewaytodothingsThando.

ThinkofIngrid."

Me:"Iam!"



Her:"Ifyouwereyouwouldn'tbedrinkingthe

waythatyouare."Isighed.

Me:"Fine.Iwillstop."

Her:"Good!IamtakingIngridandKhayaona

dayout."

Me:"IsNkosiaround?"

Her:"SheflewtoDurbanlastnight.Heis

comingbackat2intheafternoon."

Me:"Ohyes.Businesswise.IguessIwillsee

himthan."

Her:"Goandfreshenup.I'llbathIngridand

packherthings."

Me:"Okandthankyou."ikissedherforehead

beforesteppingintotheshower.

.

Mamelo

.

"iwantyoutopackyourshitandgetthehell



outofmyhouse."GodIwishedtheearthcould

swallowmeinstantlywhenIheardSenzosay

thattome.Iwokeupinagoodmoodthis

morning,madehimbreakfastandbroughtitto

hisworkplaceandthisiswhatIget?Wellhe

justfoundoutthatIamaprostitute...yesIwas

butthereisareasonbehindthatchoice..

Sometimeswemakedecisionsbecausewe

suffer.Emotionallyandalsofinancially.Ididn't

justgetuponedayandsay"I'mgoingtobea

prostitute."No.Iwasabusedbackhome.

Kickedoutoftenandalsocallednames.Itried

committingsuicide5timesbutGodjustwon't

takemesoIdecidedtotaketheshortcut.After

allmyguardiandidsay"you'llonlybegoodat

lyingonyourback."Thatwasright.Ihaveno

qualifications.Ijusthavesomestupidmatrix

certificatewhichdoesn'thelp.Igottired

becauseItriedsohard.Ibelievedinmyself,I

hadhope.IplacedallmytrustonGodbutatthe

endIendeduphomeless.Igaveupaftertrying



verymuch.Ijustdidn'ttryonceandgiveup.Life

isreallyhard.

Me:"Senzocanyouatleastjusthearmeout?"

Him:"IsaidgetoutMimi!!Out!"Ihadno

choice.HewantednothingtodowithmesoI

wenttosaymygoodbyetoSas.SheistheCEO

ofMolefiIntelandGoddoesshegetthedough.

Ialsothinkishouldkeepontrying.Ican'tbea

prostitutefortherestofmylifeafterall.

Me:"Imleaving."iwasinthehugeoffice.I

lookedaround.Therewasaplacewhichlooked

likearoomwhereababyplayssincetherewas

adollhouse,dollsonthefloorandotherplaying

materials.Therewasalsoarockingchair.

Sas:"Waitformechommie.Thebossis

almosthere."

Me:"Okay."iintrospectedtheofficeabit

more.MrMolefihasdonethemostshame.

Me:"Yoh!Chomieyourbossspendssomuch



anddoeshehaveababy?"

Sas:"Yep.HernameisIngrid.Sheisthemost

adorableandalsospoiledbabyI'vecame

acrossto.

Me:"Damn!"WhenhewalkedinIthoughtit'd

besomeolddudebutjustsomeguyinhisearly

20sperhaps?Orishetheboss'sson?

NeverthelesshewasblazingfireandIcouldtell

hedoesn'tlikesuits.Hewasdressedinayeezy

designershirtwithblackkneerippedjeanswith

airJordan's.HehadaGucciwatchonhiswrist

whichprobablycosts100Korevenmore.He

hadaMoetonhishandwhichwassealed.He

wasnotdarknorlightbutcoffeecolor.His

complexionwasaverage.Hehadthick

eyebrowswithjuicylipsandhehadtiedhis

dreads.Atattooofsomeonenamed

"Noluthando"onhiswrist.Itwaswritteninbald.

Godhicolognefilledtheroomwhenhewalked



inandintoxicatedme.

"ThankyouStacey.Youcango."Hisvoice

nottiny,notannoying,notdeepbutjustsosexy

andheartmelting.IfeltSasholdmyhand.

That'swhenIsnappedoutofit.

Me:"Hi!"Sasgavemealook.Hesaidnothing.

Thatwasverydisappointing.Saspulledme

untilwewereoutside.

Sas:"Areyoucrazy?!"

Me:"What?"

Sas:"LuthandoMolefiispicky.Nottojust

womenhefindsattractivebutwhohetalksto.

Youdonotqualifytotalktohim."

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyoujustsaythattome."

Sas:"Babe...imsorryokay?Buttruthhurts.

Let'sgo."shepulledmyhandandwewalkedto

theelevator.Thatoneisgoingtobemine.Not

becauseoftheluxurybutdamnthatman

makesmyheartmelts.Especiallywhenhe



spoke.Hedidn'tspeaktomebuthearinghis

voicewasenoughforme.

.

Thando

.

Isatonmychairandfocusedonthecomputer.

MombargedintheOfficeasalways.Iwasn't

surprised.

Mom:"Mntanakamama."

Me:"Heymom."

Mom:"Howismygranddaughter."

Me:"She'sabsolutelytakencareof."

Mom:"Wellguesswhatihaveforher?"

Me:"What?"

Mom:"Anewmommy!"ichuckled.

Me:"Nicejoke."

Mom:"Seriouslythough.IfoundIngridamom.



HernameisNokwandaandsheisnowatmy

houseaswespeak."

Me:"Youcannotbeserious?"

Mom:"Iam."

Me:"Takeherback.Idon'twanther."

Mom:"Why?"

Me:"BecauseifIwantamomforIngridIwill

gether.Idon'tneedyoutochooseforme."

Mom:"Luthando-"

Me:"WhydontyoujoinBlessing?Shehas

takenthekidsout.Stopwastingyourtimewith

thesevillagegirls.IfIdontknowherthenIwon't

marryher."

Mom:"But-"

Me:"IcancallBlesstocomefetchyou."she

sawthatthechancesofmeagreeingtothis

wereinfertil.

Mom:"No.I'lljustcallNokwandaandtellher



thatallthiswasuseless."

Me:"Thanks."iwentbacktoworking.
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Mimi

SasandifirstmadeastopatMug&Bean.I

hadn'tatethismorningandI'mthetypewho's

bodynorbraindoesn'tfunctionrightonan

emptystomach.WellIprobablyshouldgiveyou

apeakofmybody.Iamasize34sinceIam

suchaheavyeater.Peoplesaythateating

doesn'treallygiveyouweightbutwithmeIgain

myweightfromeating.Idohavecurvesand

alsostretchmarksonmyass.Ileftthoseand

focusedontheonesonmybellyandthanksto

somespecialoiltheydisappeared.Myteeth

don'ttouchsinceIusedtosuckmythumbalot

whenIwasjustakidandihaveroundbrown

eyes.Myexsaidtheycreephimoutandsince

thenIhatedmyeyes.Iam20yearsold.Ijust

turned20amonthago.Ididgraphicdesignat



school.Ilovetechnologyandalsographic.I'd

wishtocombinethemandturnthemintoa

careeroneday.Throughoutmyhighschool

yearsIhaveneverhadfriendssoSasis

basicallymyfirstbestfriendthoughIdohave

anotherfriendnamedKarabo.Wejustdont

havemuchincommonbutwhenit'stimeto

partyiamin.That'sbasicallywhatweonlyhave

incommon.Toparty.

Sas:"ithinkIshoulddomyhairyouknow?

SomeBraziliannyanawabon?"shewinked.

Me:"DoyouchomieandithinkaBrazilianwill

reallylookgoodonyou.Justwhowillpayforit?

"

Sas:"MaybeIshouldflirtnyanawiththeboss

andmakehimmyministeroffinance."I

laughedoutloudandshegavemethislookthat

saidshewasn'tpleasedofmelaughinglikethat

ather.

Me:"What?"



Sas:"Mxm!"shetwirledherstrawinher

milkshakeignoringme.

Me:"Whaat?!"

Sas:"DidwhatIsayseemlikeajoke?"

Me:"Yes!"shelookeddown.

Me:"HawuSasMrMolefiisaverypickyman.

Hedidn'tevengreetmeback.Yousaidit

yourselfthatwedonotevenqualifytotalkto

him."

Sas:"Ilied!"

Me:"Why?"

Sas:"Because...chomieIhavethishugecrush

onLuthandoMolefi.Like,hearinghisvoice

makesmyheartskipabeatandthewayhe

walks.Heownstheplace.Hegrabsimmediate

attentionwhenhewalksintoaroom.Imean,

imaginecallinghimmyboyfriend."Whoa!That

was...Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Imean,Itoolike

MrMolefianditseemslikeSasandIlikehim



onlybecauseofhislooks.

Me:"Oowchomie."iheldherhand.Godshe

mademefeelsobadforsomereason.She

lookedreallyunhappy.

Me:"Isayyougoforhim."

Sas:"Doyouthinkhelikesme?"

Me:"idon'tknowbuttestinghiwon'thurt.Who

knows,hemightlikeyoutoo."Herface

lightenedup.

Sas:"Really?"

Me:"Yesreally.Youjustseeifhelikesyouor

not.Dontwaitforhimtomakeamove.He

mightbeshywabona."

Sas:"Ibelievesotoo."shesmiled.

Sas:"Tomorrowneh?Iamgoingtorockthat

blackdress.Theonethattightensmybutt?Yoh

chomiehe'sgoingtodie."Ismiled.

Me:"Goforhimbabe.Goforyourdreamman



andsolongI'llbelookingforthemaidofhonor

dress!"webothlaughedathowsillywewere

being.

Sas:"Aichomie.Dreamsneh?"

Me:"Baby,dreambigorgohome."

Sas:"Ibelieveso."wefinishedeatingthan

headedtowheremycarwasparked.Withthe

moneythatI'mmakingasaprostituteIcould

affordmyselfawhiteAudis3.Westepped

inside.Itwasn'tlonguntilireceivedacallfrom

Karabo.Imean,itisFridayafterall.

Me:"MakaHope?"Thatisherdaughter's

name.

Karabo:"Loveareyoubusy?"

Me:"Nowhy?"

Karabo:"Canyoucometothecocoonclub.I

needyouasthehostfortonight.Itsmyfriend

Blessing'sbirthdaytomorrowandIwon'tbe

theretocelebrateitsoiwasthinkingmaybei



couldthrowhersomethingtodayinstead.

Actuallytonight."

Me:"Whynotbabe."

Karabo:"Hurryplease."shethanendedthe

call.

Me:"Changeofplans.I'lldropyouatyour

workplaceneh?Karaboneedsme."

Sas:"Why?"

Me:"Itssomethingveryurgent.Abirthday

partyforherfriend."

Sas:"Ooh."

Me:"SinceI'mthehostess,couldyoucome?"

Sas:"Idoubt-"

Me:"PleaseSas.Justfortonight."imadea

puppyfaceandshegavein.

Sas:"Fine!"

Me:"Great.I'llcallyoulater."istartedthe

ignitionthanwenttodropheratworkbefore



headingtothecocoonclubwhereImetwith

Karabowhowasspeakingtosomeoneoverthe

phone.Thestaffwerealsowaitingforherto

finishwithhercall.Whenshedidshefirstcame

toattendtome.

Karabo:"Heylove."shesaidhuggingme.

Me:"Hey.Youlookdistressed."

Karabo:"IhavetoflytoDurbantofetchHope

sincesherefusestostaywithherfatherhence

I'maskingyoutodealwiththisdayforme.I'll

beusingLuthando'sjetandrightnowitsready

forme."

Me:"Oh?"

Karabo:"Thisisalistofthepeoplethatyou

needtocall.Tellthemwhat'sneededtobesaid

andwhenyoucallThandotellhimtotellLevto

workonthesurveillancesystem.Itsthemost

importantsincethisisBlessingNduna's

birthdayparty."



Me:"Okay."

Karabo:"Thankyoubabyandwowthatdress."

Shewinkedbeforewalkingoutthelounge.Ijust

laughed.Iwentthroughthetodolist.

Me:"Okayguys.."(Totheemployees)

Me:"Weneedtochangethethemetowhite

andIguessKarabotoldyouthat."

"Yesbutwearewaitingforthedecortoarrive."

Onethefemalestaffsaid.

Me:"Whoareyouagain?"

"Jen."

Me:"Oh.Jen.IwillcallthedecorguyandI

assureyouthedecorwillbehereintime."I

grabbedthetelephoneanddialedthenumber

thatwaswrittenonthetodolist.Ihadaword

withthedecorguyandthatwassettled.Once

hewasinthestaffbegantoworkonthetheme

making.Nextwasthefood.

Me:"SayshereBlessinglovesseafood.Nkosi



lovesmeatandLuthandolovespoultry."

Me:"Forthemeatandpoultrywewillgowith

Cabbageandpotatobakeandalsocheesy

rosemarymeatballs."isaidtothechefsthat

wereattentivelylisteningtome.

Me:"Andfortheseafoodwewillgowith

Apricot-butterbraaiedsnoekandalsoWest

CoastPaella.Ifwehavevegetariansthenwe

willsticktoBrinjalandbabymarrowroll-ups.

AmIclear?"

Them:"Yes."theyallsaidinharmony.

Me:"Good."Afterexitingthekitchenoneof

thestaffcametomeholdingthetelephone.

"MrMolefi."

Me:"Oh."Itookthephoneandpressediton

myear.

Me:"HiMrMolefi."

"WhoamIspeakingto?"



Me:"Mamelothehostsir."

"Oh.Mimithesecuritycheckupisdone.Allyou

needtodoisdoacheckinwiththeguards."

Me:"I'lldososir."

"Thanks."Hethanendedthecall.Ipressedmy

backonthewallandmeltedrightthereonthe

spot.WhenhesaidMimi?Ifeltthatfam.

AnywaysIwentbacktomyworking.Atthe

bartablethebarmanarrivedrightontime.There

was2hoursleftforthepartytostart.My

phonerangandtheincomingcallcamefrom

Karabo.

Me:"Yeah?"

Her:"Ijustarrivedbabe.Ihopeeverythingisin

order."

Me:"Trustme.Everythingisinorder."Iheard

herexhale.

Her:"ThankGod.SeeyouinafewandIhavea

surpriseforyou."



Me:"Really?"

Her:"Justwaitformetoarriveandyou'llseeit.

"

Me:"Ican'twaitbabes.Seeyou."

Her:"Bye."iendedthecall.Iheadedtothe

kitchentotastethefood.Ididn'twantpeople

dyingonmywatch."
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Mimi

Finallyitwastimefortheparty!Turnsoutthe

surpriseKarabohadformewassomesassy

rompthatshebought.Itwaswhiteandvery

beautiful.WhenIplaceditonshehelpedme.It

hadaopenbackVwhichwentdowntomybum

withabeautifulneckpiece.Ialsoworemy

whiteredbottomsbeforefixingmyblondetwist.

Mymakeupwasobviouslyonpoint.Onceiwas

doneimademyentrance.Everyonewassitting

onthelongtablewhichaccommodatedevery



one.ThefamousBlessingNdunahadlong

cameasIwasgettingready.Ihadhopedto

haveseenhergrandentrancebutpityme.I

spottedMrMolefisittingdownnexttoherand

theirlittlespacewasfilledwithlaughter.Iguess

theyareveryclose.Nowitwastimeforthe

speechmaking.IsignaledfortheDJtolower

thevolume.Thefirstpersontomakeaspeech

wasthehusbandNkosiNdunaanditended

withBlessingherself.Thiswassuchan

amazingservicereally.Foodanddrinkswere

broughtinandIwastoldtojoin.

Karabo:"There'saspaceforyounextto

Lethabo."

Me:"Sascansitthere.."Shewasstanding

besidesme.

Me:"I'llgositnexttoyou."

Karabo:"Sascansitherewithmeandyoucan

sitnexttoLuthando.Comedoll."Karabobeing

Karabo,shepulledSaswhileImademywayto



Luthandowhosurprisinglystoodupand

openedthechairforme.Sohe'sagentleman?

Check!

Blessing:"MimiwhyisitthefirsttimeI'veseen

youaroundhere?"Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"Work."

Her:"Soyou'reaneventhostess."

Me:"Notreally.Iwasjusthelpingafriendout.

"

Her:"Isayyoubecomeone.Thiseventisa

success."

Me:"Iguess."Ididn'tknowwhattosay.

Her:"Youshouldbabe."

Me:"IguessI'llthinkaboutit."

Her:"Ok.What'syourcurrentworkoccupation

though?"Iwishedforhertotakeherquestion

backbutno.Everyone'sattentionwasonme

nowandthatmademereallynervous.Idont



getnervousalotbutwhenIdo,Ifreaktfout.I

havesomeanxietydisorderssobeingina

situationlikethisisnevereasyforme.Ifeltas

mypalmsbegantowaterupandmythroatjust

wentdryinstantly.

Me:"Nothinginterestingreally.."Itried

swallowinginwiththisdrythroatandthatjust

causedpains.

Me:"I'mincollege."

Blessing:"Ooohyes!College.Youdolook

youngafterall."Thelookshegaveme

afterwards.ItslikeheknewthatIwaslying.

WhenIthoughtthisnightwouldn'tgetany

worseSenzodecidedtoblesseveryonewithhis

presence.That'swhenIknewthatIwillbe

shittingonmyself.Ireachedforthenapkinon

mylapbeforepushingthechairback.

Me:"Ineedtherestroom."Iwalkedout

immediatelysothatIdonotgetdelayed.Inthe

toiletIexhaledsoloudlywithmyonehand



pressinghardonmychestamdtheother

holdingontothebasinholdingmybalance.

Me:"God!"Iwasabletosay.Iclosedmyeyes,

saidaquickprayerbeforeheadingtothe

kitchen.Ihadglassofwaterthenwentbackto

thepartythoughimademyselfinvisiblesothat

Senzodoesnotseemethancausehavoc.I

didn'thavetimeforthatatthismoment.

Luthando

IwasstandingwithNkosiatthetopbalcony

havingasmoke.ItsbeensometimesinceI've

seenthistwinieofmine.Ourjobsarerather

verydemandingthoughwearethebosses.

Nkosi:"Damndidyouseethathostess?"

Me:"Youcan'tpossiblybesayingthat."

Nkosi:"Manfuckyou.YouknowthatIlove

yoursisterandthemomentshewalkedinher

whitedressjustgavemeahardonbutthat

hostesstooisjustfire."



Me:"Sheisreallybutyou'remarriedman!"i

knewNkosiwasspokelikethisbecauseofhis

dickandnotheart.ThismanlovesBlessing.

Nkosi:"Whydon'tyoumakeamoveonher?"

Me:"Why?"

Nkosi:"Firstlyshedoesn'thavearingonher

finger."

Me:"So?"

Nkosi:"So?"

Me:"Yeaso.Ihavearingonmyfinger."

Nkosi:"Soyou'restillstuckupaboutNoluntu?

Manshe'sgone.Dead!"

Me:"Idon'tknowmanbutIfeellikesheisn't.

Like,myheart."

Nkosi:"Iswearyou'llbealonefortherestof

yourlife."

Me:"IjustdontknowNkosi.Idontwantto

moveon.Justyet!Whatifimoveonandshe



comesback?"

Nkosi:"Who?"

Me:"Noluntu?"

Nkosi:"Youhavegottobekiddingme!What

doyouthinkthisis?Asoapie?ManNoluntuis

dead.Gone.Ovayile!Sheisnevercomingback

andIpromiseyouthatnowomenwantstobe

withamanwhosestillstuckupabouttheir

deadwife.Ipromiseyouman."

Me:"Nkosi-"

Nkosi:"AdaywillcomewhenyouwillsayI'm

rightandyouarewrong.Thatmyfriend,isa

promise."Hefinishedsmokingandwalked

away.Ididn'tevengetsometimetothink

becauseSas,mypersonalassistant,replaced

Nkosi'sabandonedchair.

Sas:"HiMrMolefi."

Me:"HeySas."

Sas:"Youlookratherdisturbed."



Me:"Nah!Itsnothinganiggacan'thandle.

Whatareyoudoingherethough?"

Sas:"Mimiinvitedme."

Me:"Isee."

Sas:"AndIdidn'tthinkyouarethebirthday

woman'sbrother."

Me:"Therearethingsyoudontknowabout

me.."Wecontinuedwithourconversation.

Mimi

IjustfeltlikesleepingsoIlookedaroundfor

SastillifoundheratthebalconywithMrMolefi.

Itwasjustthetwoofthem.Thisgirldoesn't

wastetimeIsee.

Me:"I'msorrybutamIdisturbing?"shegave

meanunusuallook.

Sas:"WhatdoyouwantMimi?"

Me:"IguessIam.Ijustcametoinformyou

thatIamleaving."



Sas:"Oh?MrMolefiyouwon'tmindgivingme

arideright?"

Luu:"ActuallyIamverytiredsoI'lljustcallita

night.Besides,mypurplebearisprobably

waitingformeathome."

Sas:"Oh."shewasverydisappointedandI

blamedmyselfbecauseifIhadn'tcamethese

twowouldstillhavebeenenjoyingeachother's

company.

Sas:"Isee.Well,goodbyeMrMolefi."

Luu:"Night."Hegrabbedhisphonefromthe

tablebeforewalkingoutthebalcony.Leaving

mewithanalreadypissedSas.

Me:"SasIamso-"

Her:"Saveit!"shewalkedoutthebalconytoo

anIfollowed.GodIfeltsobadbutIknewthat

soonshewillgetoverit.Ihopeso.

UnfortunatelyIruinedSas'smomentfornothing.

I,thehostess,hadtobethelastonetoleaveso



thatwhenIleaveeverythingshouldbeinorder.

Sasontheotherhandhadcalledanuber.After

doingwhatIhadtodoIwentandlockedthe

doors.

"Everythingisoncheck?"Iturnedsoquickly.

Me:"Ithoughtyouhadlongleft."Iwishedto

nothavesaidthatbecausehehadchanged

fromsomethingwhitetosomethingblack.

Obviouslyhehadwenthome.

Luu:"Areyouslow?"

Me:"IjustrealizedthatnowMrMolefi."

Luu:"JustcallmeLuthando.MrMolefiistoo

formalformyliking."

Me:"Ofcourse."

Luu:"Areyoudonehere?"

Me:"Yep!"

Luu:"Sonowyou'reheadinghome?"

Me:"Iguess."henodded.



Luu:"Mindjoiningmetotheclub?Ipromiseto

bringyoubackatarespectabletime."I

checkedthetimeonmyphoneanditwas1h00

am.

Me:"Uhm-"

Luu:"That'sifyouwant."

Me:"When'sarespectabletimeagain?"we

bothchuckled.IthanthoughtaboutSas.Oh

howhurtIgotwhenIthoughtabouther.I'llbe

feelingevenmoreguiltyifIweretoleavewith

Luutothispartyofhis.

Me:"IamreallytiredMrMolefiandI'vebeen

onmyfeetallday-"

Luu:"Igetit!"

Me:"Imsorry."

Luu:"Ok.I'llwalkyoutoyourcar.It'snever

safeatthishour.

Me:"Thankyou."himandIwalkedsideby

sidetotheparkinglot.HewaitedtillIwasinmy



carandhealsodrovebehindmeuntilwegotto

thefourway.That'swhenwebothseparated.
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Luthando

AfterseparatingwithMimiIwenttomyhouse

whereIcheckedthesurveillancebeforegoing

tocheckonmydaughterandsurprisinglyI

foundherswirlingherhandsaroundintheair

makingbabysounds.Ididn'tthinkshe'dbeup

atthishour.Iwentovertohercotandpicked

herup.“Heydaddy'sprincess.”Isaidsittingon

herbed.Iplaceditheresothatwhenshe'sall

grownshecanhaveherownbed.

Me:“Whyismybabyupinthisearlyhour?”I

kissedherforehead.

Me:“YouknowwhoIsawtoday?Themost

amazingwomandaddyhasseenaftermommy.

Shekindaremindsmeofyourmom.Hersmile,

thewayshetalksandevenwalk.Iwisheditwas

herhey.Iwishshewasyourmommy..”I



stoppedtothinkforaminuteuntilalight

beamed.

Me:“iguessI'llhavetoseeifsheisreallythe

womanI'dwishtohaveinmylife.TomorrowI'll

askheroutforlunch.Let'spraythatdaddy's

arrogancedoesn'tgetintheway.”Istoodup

andwenttoplaceherinhercotbecauseby

nowshewasindeepsleep.Ifirstkissedher

foreheadbeforeheadingtomybedroomwhere

Istrippedoutofmyclothesthangotunderthe

covers.Slowlymyeyesvoluntarilyclosed.The

nextmorningIwaswokenbyBethany.Thatis

Noluthando's(Ingrid)nannybutallshedoesis

batheandalsofeedher.Therestisleftforme

tohandle.WhileshewasbathingIalsowent

andtookashower.Ilotionedmybodybefore

dressingintomynavybluesuit.Ihadan

importantmeetingtodaysoIhadtolook

professional.

Bethany:“SirImadeyoubreakfast.”shesaid

tomeasIwalkeddownthestairs.



Me:“UnfortunatelyBethanyIhavetomakea

run.Ihaveanimportantmeetingin30minutes.

”

Bethany:“Ofcoursesir.”ItookIngridandher

bagbeforeheadingtothegaragewhereIfirst

strappedheronthecarseat,gotinmydriver's

seatanddrovetowork.WhenIarrivedSaswas

alreadywaitingforme.

Sas:“Afewshareholdersarealreadyinthe

boardroom.MrShezihasn'tarrivedthough.”

Me:“Isee."

Sas:“WouldyoulikeformetowatchIngridfor

you?”Ithoughtforawhile.Thismeetingwill

takehourssowhynot.

Me:“Fine.Sheatesotherewon'tbeanyneed

foryoutofeedheruntil8.”

Sas:“Gotit.”IkissedIngrid'sforeheadbefore

walkingtotheboardroom.

Mimi



MyphonerangasIwaslotioningmybody.

WhenIcheckedthecallerIDitwasSas.I

thoughttwicebeforeansweringhercallbutI

didnothingwrongsowhyshouldIfeelguilty?

Me:“Sas?”

Sas:“Hey.Let'sgohavebreakfasttogether.

Mytreat."

Me:“Ofcourse.Where?”

Sas:“Let'ssayOceanBasket."

Me:“I'llbethereinafew.”

Sas:“Bye!”OncesheendedthecallIthrewmy

phoneonthebedanddressedintoasexy

Forrestgreendresswhichtightenedmyass

withgoldhighheels.Ifixedmytwist,placedon

agoldbracelet.Igrabbedmyhandbagwhich

wasasgreenasmydress.Icheckedmyself

onemoretimebeforewalkingtothekitchen.

Todaywasamakeupfreeday.InthekitchenI

drankaglassofjuicethanheadedtowhereI



hadparkedmycar.Idrovetothemall,firstly

parkedmycarthanwalkedtowhereOcean

Basket.IfoundSassittingwithababywhowas

inaurbanstroller.

Me:“Uhmheyfriend.”Iwentandgavehera

hugthoughmyfocuswasonthebaby.

Me:“Who'sbabyisthis?”

Sas:"LuthandoMolefi."Shesaidwithsomuch

confidence.Iguessshescored.

Me:"Really?CanIseeher?”Shetookherout

ofthestrollerandhandedhertome.Godthis

babywasreallyadorableandshehadallofher

father'slook.Thesavagebrowneyes,noseand

alsolips.Shehadonsilver1Kearringswitha

purpleromperandbabyGuccisandals.

Me:“Kidislivinglargeneh?”

Sas:“Iknowright.Imagineifsheweretocall

memom?"Shegiggledaftershesaidthat.

Me:“Inevergottoask.Whathappenedtoher



mom?”

Sas:“Shediedaftergivingbirth.Thatwaslike

6monthsago.”

Me:“Oh.That'sreallysad.”

Sas:"Iknowright.Poorthing.”ShetookIngrid

whenourordersarrived.Justaswewerehalf

waywithourbreakfast,Sas'sphonerang.

Sas:“Mh!MrMolefi?”Icouldhearshouting

fromwhereIwassittingandtheexpressionon

SastoldmemuchaboutMrMolefibeingreally

angry.Finallytheircallended.

Sas:“Weshouldgetgoing.”

Me:“Iseverythingokay?”

Sas:“Everything'sfine!”Shefuriouslygrabbed

thestrollerandbegantopushitoutofthe

restaurantleavingmetopay.Iwalkedwithher

tomycar.IhelpedherstrapIngridonthecar

seatthenIdrovethemtoherworkplace.Once

againIhelpedherstrapIngridinthestroller



thenweenteredthebigMolefipharmaceutical.

“ThankGodyouarrivedSas.You'reneededin

theboardroomasap."Thereceptionistsaid

immediatelywhenweenteredthebuilding.

Sas:“YesbutIhav-”

Her:“Here'stheOP.Takeitthere.”

Sas:“Nanc-”

Her:“Wouldyoustopwastingtime?!Go!”Sas

exhaledbeforegivingmethestrollerthanwent

totaketheOP.Iontheotherhandwenttoget

intheelevatorwiththestrollerandwalkedto

theCEO'sofficewhichisinthetopfloor.I

foundMrMolefiwithhisphonepressedonhis

earandstudyhisgesturesIcouldtellthathe

wasworriedaboutsomething.Iclearedmy

throatsoIcouldgrabhisattention.Heturned.

Luu:“ThankGod!”HecameandpickedIngrid

up.

Luu:“Where'sSas?!”Heaskedwithadaring



tone.Angerevidentinhisvoice.

Me:“Shewascalledintheboardroom.”

Luu:“Shemustjustknowthatshewillnever

getthechancetowatchmybabyforme!Inever

saidtakeheroutofthebuilding.Whatif

somethinghadhappenedtomydaughter?!”

Me:“I'msorryMrMolefi.”

Luu:“Itsnotyourfaultsowhyareyousorry?”

Me:“I'mjustsorry.AfterallSasismyfriend.”

Luu:“Itsnotyourfault.”Ijustkeptquiet.

Luu:“Soareyouwaitingforher?”

Me:“Notreally.Iwasonmywayout.”

Luu:“Okay.”Inodded.Thiswasjustso

awkward.

Me:“Youdon'tneedhelpwiththebabyright?”

Luu:"Nope!I'mdoneherefortheday.I'llbe

freeforthewholeday.”



Me:“Ok.Soyou'lljustbealone?”

Luu:"Wellmyfriendisdoingalittlebraaifor

hiswifeBlessthanlateronwearehittingthe

club."Saswalkedin.

Sas:"MrMolefiIamsosorry.Ithoughtwhy

notjusttakethebabyforastroll.Ididn'tthink

it'dbeaproblem."

Luu:"Uhyea.Cool.Sowillyoucomewith?"He

didn'tevenlookatSas.GodIjustthoughtof

howhurtshewasrightnow.

Me:“I'llbealittlebusyactually.Ihavesome

workthatIneedtodo.Assignmentsandstuff

butSaswillbefree.”

Luu:“OhnoI'll-”

Me:“Andshehasalwayswantedtogoout

withyou."

Sas:“Mimi!”

Me:“She'dlovetogooutwithyou.”



Luu:“Isee.SasuhmI'mgoingtoBless'shouse

lateronforabraai.Youcancomeifyouwant.”

Sas:“I'dloveto!”

Luu:“Isee.WellIshouldgetgoing.”Hewent

andgrabbedhisphoneandcarkeysthatwere

onhisdesk.

Luu:“NiceseeingyouagainMimi.”

Me:“Metoo.Itwasniceseeingyou.”Hethan

walkedoutofhisofficeleavingmetowatchas

Sasexcitedlyspokeofhersexypiecethatshe

willbewearing.Iontheotherhand,Ifeltbad.
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“Thatdresslookssosexyonyou”forsome

reasonIhatedlettingSasgooutwithLuthando

becausehehadaskedmefirstbutiwasbeing

agoodfriendtoSasbecauseIcouldseehow

muchshelovesLuthandobuthedoesn'teven

noticeher.Hedidn'tevenlookatherwhen



askinghertothebraai.

“Mamelo?”Issheeventhatbeautiful?OhGod

whywouldIasksuchastupidquestion?Of

courseSasisbeautifulandwhywouldIbe

havingsuchthoughts?She'smybestfriendfor

Christ'ssake!

“Ok.Thislunchwasamistake.”That'swhenI

snapoutofmythoughts.

Me:“Nono!Uhm...KusandaIamjustso

stressed.”

“Aboutwhat?”

Me:“Idonthaveasexynumberunder.”He

chuckled.Thatwasprobablytheworstthing

anyonecouldpossiblysay.

Kusanda:“We'lldiscussthatlater.Nowweare

goingtobelate.”

Me:“Ohyes!Thebraai.”WellKusandaisthis

otherguy.Aclienttospecify.Heaskedmeout

alongtimeagobutattributabletohisbackto



backmeetingsandalsohistravelingwewere

bothdelayed.Hetextedmeearlieraskingmeto

accompanyhimtoafriend'sbraaiandsinceI

hadnoplansIcouldnotsayno.Ineeded

somethingtojustkeepmymindbusy.

Kusanda:“Mylady.”Hesaidopeningthedoor

tohisMercc-class.

Me:“Thankyou.”Isteppedinsideandhe

walkedaroundthecarandalsosteppedinside.

Kusanda:“Youokay?”Igavehimafaintsmile.

Me:“Yep!”

Kusanda:“You'resureright?”Inodded.He

startedthecarwithoutputtingmuchcareto

howstressedoutIwasatthismoment.

Luthando

IwasinthesamecarasSasdrivingtoNkosi's

house.Apparentlyshehadnoonetodriveher

sosheaskedmetogiveheralift.Shetried

startingaconversationwithmebutIjust



neededthistimetothink.Iwasjuststressed

outaboutsomethingunknowingly.Alreadyour

closefriendshadarrived.Blessdidn'twant

anythingbig.Justsomethingwithoutalotof

peoplesincelastnightshewasthrownaparty

andshesaidshegottoomuchattention.That's

justmysister.Shelovestoisolateherselffrom

people.CliveandhisfiancéTrishhadflewall

thewayfromNewYorktocometoBless'sbraai.

CliveisamemberoftheDraculagang.Heisan

exMafiabuthemovedoutofthatgangin

relationofsomethingthathadhappenedinthe

past.TrishisamodelatNewYorkandsheis

alsoanambassadorofN.D.Uwhichis

obviouslyNduna.ItsBless'sbrand.Nkuliismy

cousinandhisgirlfriendSinoxoloisBless's

friendsobasicallywe'reallfriends.

Nkosi:“Heytwinie.Gladyoumadeit.”We

shoulderbumped.

Me:“Iwouldnevermissitfortheworld.”

WhenhesawSasbesidesmehegavemea



look.

Me:“Oh!YourememberSasright?My

assistant?”

Nkosi:“Right..”Hesaidstretchingtheword.

Nkosi:“Hi.”Hegaveherahug.

Sas:“FinallyImeetthegreatNkosiNduna.”

Nkosi:“NicemeetingyouSas.Ihopeyouenjoy

thebraai.”

Sas:“Idefinitelywill.”

Me:“Whyuhyougoandgreettheotherladies.

”

Sas:“Ofcourse.”Shewalkedtotheladies

leavingNkositogivemeanearfulone.

Nkosi:“Whenwillyoueverlisten?!”

Me:“Notnow.”

Nkosi:“Thenwhen?!”

Me:“Idon'tknowbutnotnow.”



Nkosi:“Sometimesyouarejuuuuu-”

Me:“What?”Heclearedhisthroatbefore

signalingwithhiseyesthatIturnaround.When

IdidIfeltmyfeetgetcold.Mamelowalkedin

withKusandawithherhandhookedonhisarm.

Theotheroneholdingagoldclutchbag.She

wasdressedinagolddresswhichsparkled.

Shealsohadanewweaveon.Peruviantobe

specific.Onherfeetshehadgoldhighheels

whichcomplementedhershiningmailpolish.

Godshelookedabsolutelybeautifulandthe

colorofthedressmadeherlightskinbrighten

up.Kusandacametousandforsomereason

Mimicouldn'tevenlookmeintheeye.Whyis

sheactinglikethis?Itsnotlikeshemeans

anythingtome.

Kusanda:"Gentlemen?”NkosiandIshoulder

bumpedhimbeforegivingMimiahug.

Kusanda:“ThisisMimi.BabethisisNkosi

NdunaandLuthandoMolefi.”



Mimi:“Wehavemet.Yesterdayasiwas

hostingattheCocoon.”

Kusanda:“Right!Giveusaminute?Ijustneed

tocatchupwiththecousins.”

Mimi:“Ofcourse.”sheturnedandwiggledher

fatNickiMinajassoutofoursight.

Kusanda:“Damn!Didyouseethat?”

Nkosi:“OhIdidalright."Isippedonmyglass

filledwithscotch.

Kusanda:“Sheisjustmightyfine.Imetherat

thegaladinner.Idon'tknowwhatshewas

doingatsuchanextravagantplacebutdamn

man!I'mnotlettingthatonego.”

Nkosi:“Isuggestyouholdontighttohe.”He

chuckledafterwards.

Nkosi:“Orelseshe'llslipandgo.”Weboth

laughed.

Me:“Definitely.”



Kusanda:“YoutwobetterkeepyourNigerian

dicksinyourpantsorelse..”

Me:“OrelsewhatKusanda?”

Kusanda:“Justknow...Orelse.”Heturned

andwalkedaway.

Nkosi:“Youseethat?He'salreadyintimidated.

Makeamovenoworshe'llbeinhisbedsoon.”

Me:“Relax.InthenextcominghoursKusanda

willbeoutofthepicture.”Mimiturnedand

glancedatme.Westaredateachotherfor

sometimeuntilshefelttoouncomfortableand

lookedaway.Itwasn'tlongtillshelookedatme

again.ThistimeIwinkedandshecouldn'tkeep

herblushestoherself.

Me:“Toldyou!”
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Ididn'tthinkthatI'dexpectLuthandoatthat

braai.Ididn'teventhinkthathimandKusanda



werecousinsbutagainthisisagoodchance

forSastomakehermove.Ithinkitsthebest

thoughIdontlikeKusanda.HimandI's

relationshipmeanbusiness.Heneedsmeto

satisfyhisneedsandheneedstosatisfymy

bankaccount.Itsjustaclickclickhustler.Just

soheknows.

“Mamelo,onewouldswearyou'reeverywhere.I

mean,yesterdayyouwereattheCocoonwith

usandnowyou'rehere.Whatareyou?”This

otherguyNkulisaidtome.OnethingIhateisto

beaskedquestions.

Me:“Haha!Iguessfatewantsmeherewith

youguys.”

“iguessso.”hesaid.

“Luthandocanyougoandbringthewhiskey

andMimithesaladinthekitchen.Blessbeing

Blesssheforgotit.”Hiswifegavehimthestare

ofdeath.LuthandostoodupandsodidI.We

separatedwaysoncewewereinside.Iwent



andlookedforthesaladwhichIfoundinthe

kitchencounter.

“Youlookbeautiful.”Iturnedaround.

Me:“Uhm...thanks.Iguess.”henodded.

“Ithoughtyousaidyou'llbeverybusytoday.”

Me:“Iwas.JustthatKusandacompelledme

intocominghere.Ihadnochoice.”

Luu:“ButwhenIaskedyouyoudecidedtojust

compelmetogooutwithyourfriend.”

Me:“SaslikesyouLuuandIcouldn'tdothatto

her.I'mnotthattypeofperson.”

Luu:“Pushinghertobewithmewillhurther

evenmore.”

Me:“Whatdoyoumean?”

Luu:“Doyouknowthepainofbeingrejected?”

Ikeptquiet.OfcourseIknowthepainofbeing

rejected!Ihavebeenrejectedacoupleoftimes

inmyhighschoolyears.



Luu:“Dowhat'sbestforyoufriend.”

Me:“Whichis?”

Luu:“Saveherfrombeingwithme.I'mnotthe

typeofguytobewith.”

Me:“Thanwhattypeofguyareyou?”

Luu:“Theworst.Youdontevenhavea

slightestideaofwhatIam.”

Me:“Aslongasyou'renotaserialkillertheno

sharp!”Hechuckled.

Luu:“Wow!Youjustsaidthat?”

Me:“Yes!”

Luu:“WhatifI'magangster.”

Me:“Whynot?Theyintrigueme.”

Luu:“Iamone.”Ichuckled.

Me:“Yearight.”

Luu:“Fine.Ifyoudon'tbelievemeitsuptoyou.

ButjustsoyouknowthatIwillrobajewelry



storethenengageyouwiththeringIstole.”I

wasabouttosaysomethingbuthejustturned

andwalkedaway.Ifollowed.

Me:“Luthando!”Ididn'tsaytooloudbecauseI

didn'twantpeopletohearme.Itwastoolate.

Alreadyhewasoutsidewhereeveryonewas

sitting.Theylookedatme.

Nkosi:“Where'sthesalad?”

Me:“Iforgotit.”

Nkosi:“WhatwereyouandLuthandodoingin

thehousesothatyouforgetwhatItoldyouto

gotake?”

Me:“WhatmakesyouthinkhimandIdid

something?”

Nkosi:“Fine!I'llgotakeitmyself.”Hestood

upandwalkedinsidethehouse.

Sas:“IthinkI'llcallitanight.”

Me:“Why?”



Sas:“I'mnotfeelingwell.Ineedtoliedowna

bit.”

Me:“Oh!”GodIcouldtellthatalreadyhe

wantedoutofthis.Iamsuchabadfriend.

Me:“Icandriveyou.”

Sas:“O-”

Clive:“TrishandIareleaving.Idon'tmind

givingyouaride.”Isaidnothingbutjustkept

quiet.Cliveandhisfiancésaidtheirgoodbyes

beforewalkingoutwithSas.Leaving,Kusanda,

Nkuli,Sino,Bless,Nkosi,ThandoandI.Bless

cameandgavemeaglassthatwasfilledwith

Hennessey.

Bless:“How'scollege?”Ididn'tanswerherand

thiscockysmileonherface.Ijustdidn't

understandwhatitmeant.

Me:“Mh!Fine.”

Bless:“Rreeally?”

Me:“OkayBlesswhat'syou'redeal?”



Bless:“Idonthaveaproblem.I'mjust

wonderingwhyyouwouldlietome?What'sthe

reasontolie?”

Me:“Iamnotlyingthough.”

Bless:“Okay.”Godthiswomanwassucha

toughcookietocrack.Igulpeddownthewhole

drinkduetohownervousIwasrightnow.

Me:“Ineedarefill.”Istoodupandwentto

theirbarwhereIfilledmyglasswithaCiroc

vodka.Idrankitforlikeaminuteandtheglass

wasempty.Ionceagainfilleditbeforeheading

backoutsideandsatonthecampchair.Bless

wasn'twithmeanymore.Shewaswithher

husband.

Kusanda:“Itstimeformetoleave.”Istoodup.

Kusanda:“ThanksfortheinviteBless.”he

didn'tlookthankfultome.

Bless:“You'rewelcomeKusandaandcome

backnexttime.”



Kusanda:“Iwill.”HimandIwalkedoutwith

NkukiandSinofollowingus.Forsomereason

KusandawaiteduntilNkuli'scarwasoutofthe

yardbeforeunlockingthecar.

Kusanda:“YoucanstaywithyourLuthando.”

Me:“What?”

Kusanda:“YouheardwhatIsaid.There'sno

reasonformetorepeatmyself.”Heclimbedin

hiscarandIwatchedashedroveoutofthe

yard.Didheseriouslyleaveme?Whyaremen

soimmaturenowadays?Iturnedaroundand

wentonaquesttofindLuthando.WhenIdidhe

wasalone.

Me:“Takemehome!”

Him:“What?”

Me:“WithyourstupidactKusandathoughtyou

andIhadathingsonowheleftmeallalone

anditsallyourfaultsonowyouhavetofinda

waytogetmehome!”



Him:“Oh.CanIthanfinishwhatI'mdoingthen

takeyouhome?”

Me:“Good!”Ithrewmyclutchbagonthe

counterandwaitedtillhewasdone.Hefirst

wentandtookhisdaughterfromtheplayroom

thenwentandsaidhisgoodbye.Wewalkedto

hiswaitingmatteblackBMWi8.

Him:“WillyouholdIngridforme?”

Me:“Uh!Yea.”hehandedIngridtomethenwe

steppedinsidethecar.

Him:“Yourplace?”Igavehimthecoordinates

andheenteredthemontheGPSbeforedriving

outofNkosi'syard.Therewasaskinthat

occurredfromthemiddleofthetwoseatsand

itflashedaredlightmakinga"tii!"sound.

Him:“Shit!”Hetookau-turnandtookarouteI

alsodidn'tthinkexisted.

Me:“Everythingokay?”

Him:“Everything'sfine.”Wegottosome



suburbstreet.Thegateautomaticallyopened

andIgotachancetoseethisdrivewaythat

lookedlikesomecardealership.

Me:“Thisisn't-”

Him:“Iknow!”Hesnap.Makingmesealedmy

lipstogether.

Him:“Getoutthecarplease.”Isteppedout

thecarandIjustfollowedhiminsidethe

beautifulmansion.

Him:“Makeyourselffeelathome.”

Me:“Excuseme?”

Him:“Ican'ttakeyouhomeasyet.”

Me:“What'sgoingon?”

Him:“Nothing.”

Me:“NothingmeanssomethingLuthando!”

Him:“Trustme.Nothingisgoingon.”Isighed.

Thisguywasjusttoomuch.Ididn'tknowwhat

wasgoingonbutIwasgettingreallyscaredat



thismoment.Whatifit'ssomethingthatisvery

serious?Whatifitssomethingthatwillleave

medead?
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Luthandohadwenttooneofhisstudiesto

fetchsomethingandjustfirstheleftbabyIngrid

whowasinmyarmsbegantocry.Ididn'tknow

whattodo.Imean,whatdoesababywant

whenshestartscrying?Ohyes!Food.Ifirst

tookherbagbeforesittingdownonthecouch

“Hushbaby!”Shedidn't.Thischilddoesn't

knowhowtoobeytoorders!“Ipromiseyou

thatyou'llenjoywhatIhaveinstoreforyou.”I

saidbuttoherearsthatsoundedlikeI'mabout

toapplyabombinherbumbhenceshecried

evenlouder.FinallyIgotherbottle.FirstlyI

shookitbeforegentlyplacingitinherarms.I

rockedherbackandforthtoo.“Hushlittlebaby

dontyoucry.Mama'sgonnaloveyouallyour



life...Wait?Doesitgolikethat?”Iheard

someonechucklingandwhenIglaredatthe

entranceoftheloungeLuthandowasstanding

therewithafewpapersonhishands.Hisshirt

washalfopenandhehadfoldedhissleevesup

abitmakinghimlooksosexy.

Me:“Howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?”

Him:“Longenoughtoknowyouneedsome

lessons.”

Me:“Lessons?”

Him:“Toknowwhattodowhenyouhavea

baby.”Ichuckledathowsillyhewasbeing

rightnow.

Me:“Ababy?Luthandothatissonotme.”

Him:“What,youdon'tlovebabies?”

Me:“IdobutIdoubtI'lleverseemyselfinthat

laborroomscreaminglikethere'snotomorrow.

”Iflippedmyweave.

Him:“Soyou'reaslayqueen?”



Me:“Nobut-”

Him:“Mimionlyaslayqueencansaythat.”

Me:“Ok.FineImayhavesomeslayqueen

tendencieswithinme.Luthandodoyouknow

howpainfullaborpainsare?”

Him:“Howwouldyouknowifyouhaven'thad

them?”

Me:“Ihaveexperiencedperiodpainsbefore

andtrustme.Laborpainsarefarworsethan

those.”Hechuckled.

Him:“Ifyousayso.She'ssleeping.”Iglanced

atIngirdwhowaspeacefullysleepingonmy

arms.

Me:“Where'sherroom?Iwannatakeherthere.

”

Him:“Followme.”Istoodupandfollowedhim

upstairstoIngrid'sbedroomwhichwasthemed

aroundwithEmber(fromSofiathefirst)and

Bubbles(fromPowerpuffgirls).Itwas



absolutelybeautifulandtheinteriordesignwas

justoutofhere.Therewasachiccolullaby

portacotandaboveitwasamusicalpullstring.

Thesearethetypesofthingswewantour

childrentogrowaroundwith.Idontwantmy

childtosufferasIdidandifIcan'tafford

myselfabetterlifewhywouldIwanttobringa

lifeintothisworldandalsowishforthethings

thatIalsowishedforbutdidnotget?

Me:“ThisissobeautifulLuthando.”

Him:“Iwantthebestformychild.”Igently

placedheronthecotbeforeturningaroundto

lookatLuthandobutIaccidentallybumpedinto

hischest.

Me:“I'msorry.”

Him:“Itsokay.”Westayedinsilenceforquite

sometimethatIevengotuncomfortable

instantly.Ibrokethesilencebyclearingmy

throat.

Me:“SowhenwillIbetakenhome?”



Him:“CanIjustmakeacallrealquick?Ineed

tosortoutsomethingswithSas.Ihaveavery

importantmeetingtomorrowmorningandshe

hastosortoutsomethingsforme.”Inodded.

Me:“Itotallygetit.”Iwalkedouttheroomand

lefthimthere.Idecidedtotakealittletour

aroundthehouseandImustsaythatLuthando

hasdonesomuchforhimself.Thisisjustso

beautifulandthehousewasreallybig.Thisis

thetypeoflifeanyonewishesforandGod

blessedLuthandowithsuchpositivityand

successinhislife.Ienvyit.OnceIwasdone

withmytourIwenttositinthelounge.He

cametojoinmesometimelater.Boredomhad

alreadytakenatollonme.

Him:“Youhungry?”

Me:“Whowouldn'tbe.”

Him:“Iorderedussomepizza.”

Me:“Amazingthan!”Justthanthedoorbell

wentoff.Welookedateachother.



Him:“Coulditbethedeliveryguy?”

Me:“Soquick?”Hestoodup.

Him:“Dontmove.”Inodded.Hewalkedtothe

door.Iheardhimspeaktosomefemaleperson

whowalkedinbehindhim.GodIfeltlikedying

thatinstantmomentwhenIsawSaswalking

behindLuthandoandshedidn'tseemetillhe

movedoutoftheway.Weinteracted.

Sas:“Mimi?

Me:“HeySas.”Isaid.Askingforforgiveness

withmyeyes.Begginghernottofreak.

Luu:“Iguessyougotmymissedcalls.”She

snappedoutofitandbrokeourinteract.

Sas:“YesIdidandIalsogotthefile.”

Luu:“Thankyou.”Hesaidtakingitfromher

hands.

Luu:“Anythingelse?”

Sas:“No...”Shedidn'ttakehereyesoffme.



Sas:“That'sall.”Sheturnedandwalkedout

again.Igrabbedmybagbeforestanding.

Me:“IthinkIshouldleave.”

Luu:“Butthepizza-”

Me:“Ilostmyappetite.”

Luu:“Oh.Well,letmegetmyguystodriveyou.

Idontwanttoleavemydaughteralone.”

Me:“Thankyou.”Hedisappearedforafew

minutesandcamebacktotellmehischauffeur

waswaitingforme.Iwentandclimbedinthe

blackJeepCherokeeandIwasdriventomy

apartment.ThiswholetimeIamlookingoutthe

windowwithmymindoccupiedbyawholelot

ofthingsthatIdidn'tevenrealizethatthecar

hadstoppedinfrontofthecomplex.Iclimbed

outandwalkedtherestofthewaytomy

apartment.ImmediatelyaftersettlingdownI

gaveSasacallandsurprisinglysheanswered

mycallevenafterwhatwhatshesaw.Even

thoughLuuandIweren'tdoinganythingbutshe



doesn'tknowthat.

Sas:“TalkI'mbusy.”

Me:“Idonthaveamotiveifthat'swhatyou're

thinking.Ididn'tchoosetobeatLuthando's

house.Hewasjusthel-”Ididn'tevengetthe

chancetofinishmystatementbecauseshecut

meshort.

Sas:“Mamelowhydon'tyoukeepyour

explanation?Itsmeaninglessanyways.”Iheard

thebeepingsoundaftertellingmethatshe

endedthecallwithoutevenhearingmeout.So

whatdoesthismean?Ourfriendshipisover?
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AfterMimileftIwentandkeptmyselfbusywith

somedocumentsthatneededtobedoneasap.

IhadsomuchworkandmanyworktripsthatI

neededtoattendtoin4monthstimeandbeing

aCEOisnotalwaysfunandgames.Itshard



anditneedsgoodmanageableskillsandalso

someonewhoiswillingtocommittotheirwork

dorightnowIbalancingworkcommitmentand

alsofamilycommitment.SinceIhadbrunch

withanemployeeIwenttosleepwith

NoluthandoearliersoIwakeupextraearlierto

fixherbagsandalsogetmyselfready.Sunday

cameandIwokeupatexactly5h00.Ibathed

Ingrid,dressedherthenpackedherbags.AfterI

wentandplacedherinhercotthenitwasmy

turntogetready.Idressedinmysuit,tiedmy

dreadsthenappliedmyGuccicologne.Inthe

loungeIplacedIngridinhercarseat,Iwentand

preparedherformulasinthekitchen,wentback

totheloungeandplacedtheminherbagthenI

walkedouttothegaragewhereIgotinmyGLS.

ImadeastopattheNdunaresident.Bless

openedthedoorformeinherpyjamaswhile

rubbinghereyes.WhenshesawIngridshe

forgotherfatigueandenthusiasticallytookher

fromme.



Bless:“Noluthandowam!Yeh?Noluthandoka

Bless?Hawumtanakabhutwam.Funochocho!

”Ilaughed.ThisisjustBlessing.

Me:“IhopeIdidnotdisturb.”

Bless:“Noways.Comein.”Iwalkedin.Khaya

wasinthemiddleoftheroomplayingwhenI

wasinthehouse.

Me:“NkosiJr!”Heturnedaroundthencrawled

tome.Ipickedhimup.

Me:“Iseeheisfollowingintomommy's

footsteps.”Isaidreferringtotheafro.Itwas

evenonhisface.

Bless:“ifonlyyouknowthatmomsaidI

shouldcutitoff.”

Me:“Ifyou'renothappywiththatthandon'tdo

it.”

Bless:“That'swhatI'mgoingtostickto.And

shelookssocute.”Nkosiwalkedindressedin

hisGuccisilkpyjamaswithitsgentlemen



sleepers.

Nkosi:“Heytwinie.”

Me:“Comegivemeahugtwinie.”Hecameto

givemahugandjustafterpullingoffwe

laughed.

Bless:“Youtwostillfreakmeout.Letmego

andtuckmyprincessup.”

Me:“I'llfetchherlatera'ight«

Bless“Ok.IamgoingtohavelunchwithOwen

andthisotherprophetess.”

Me:“Ok.Enjoy.”

Nkosi:“Byeman.”IfirstkissedBless'scheek

beforewalkingoutofthehouse.

Mamelo

Gosh!WhenIwokeupIwasjustsonotmyself.

Iamusuallyabitofactiveafterwakingupbut

todayIfeltlikeIwassoemptyandlonelyand

alsoIhadaglimpseofguilt.Iguesswhat



happenedyesterdayreallygottome.Isatup

straightstillunderthecoversandcheckedmy

phone.Ihadafewguysthatinvitedmeoverfor

brunch.IdecidedtosticktotheLwandoguy

sincehewasjustdoyummy.Hehadtextedbut

Isavedhisnumberandwenttocheckhis

profilepictureatWhatsApp.IdecidedthatIam

goingtoproveSaswrong.ThatIdon'thavea

thingforLuthandothoughthatwasatotallie.I

tookabath,dressedinthisniceblackdress

thathadanetonthecleavagepartwhichjust

madeitvisibleabit.Iworemyblackred

bottomsbeforefixingmyPeruvianweave.I

tookmyhandbagthenwentanddranksome

waterinthekitchenandIalsotookajuicyred

applefortheroad.Ifirstmadesstopatsome

flowerboutiquethenheadedtoSas'swork

place.Ifirstmadeastopatthereceptionist.

Me:“Hey.IsSasin?Andifyesisshebusy?”

“Yessheisandnoshe'snotbusy.”



Me:“Ineedtoseeher.”

“Ok.Putthison.”Shegavemeatagwritten

"visitor"thenIwentupusingtheelevator.Igot

totopfloorandshewassittingbyherPAdesk.

Shewasbusysortingoutsomedocumentsand

herhugereceptionblackglassmadedeskwas

sofull.

Me:“Sas?”Shelookedherbeforebangingthe

handthatwasholdingthepenshewasusing

ontheglasstable.

Sas:“Whatthehelldoyouwant?!”

Me:“Sasjusthearmeout.Please.”

Sas:“Idonthavetimeforyou.Pleaseleave.”

Me:“Whydoyouhavetoactlikethisthough?

You'remakingitasifyoucaughtLuthandoandI

makingout.”

Sas:“IdonthavetimeforyouMameloso

pleasejustdisappear!”

Me:“Youdorealizethatyoulookridiculous



right?Sasyou'reactinglikeyou'rehiswifeand

you'rejusthisdamnassistant!!”Thatcameout

prettyharshbutheractionsledmetojust

tellingherthetruth.

Sas:“Ican'tbelieveyoujustsaidthat.”

Me:“SasI'mso-”Shestoodupandwalked

intotheCEO'sofficebutLuthandowasn'tinit.”

Me:“Canyoujusthearmeout.”

Sas:“Ihavenothingtohearfromyou!”Itried

pullinghertolookatmebutshe'dyankherarm

away.

Me:“Canyoujustgivemeasingleminute.”

Shebegantosortoutsomethingson

Luthando'sdesk.

Me:“Canyounotignoreme?”

Sas:“Justgo.Mybosswillbehereinaminute

andidhateforhimtofindyouherethenIgetto

losemyjob.AtleastIhaveadescentone.“Ok!

Shewasgoingwaytoofarnow.Whoissheto



tellmethat?

“Oh.AmIdisturbing?“Iturnedaround.

Sas:“Nosiryou'renot.Mimiwasactually

leaving.”

Me:“Yea.Ishouldgetgoing.”

Luu:“Ok.ButcanIjusthaveawordwithyou?

Mimi?”

Me:“Me?”

Luu:“Yeah.You.”Ok!Thatwasawkward.

Veeery!

Luu:“Sascouldyougiveusaminuteplease.”I

lookedatherasshewasdumbstruck.

Luu:“Sas!”Shesnappedoutofit.

Sas:“Uhm...ofcourse.”Shewasreluctantto

leavebutshedidwalkoutandclosedthedoor

behindher.IturnedandlookedatLuthando.

Whatdoeshewantfromme?
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“Aboutyesterday.Iamsorry.Iknowyou

thoughtIwasplayingsomestupidgamewith

youbutIwasn't.”Isighed.

Me:“ItsokayLuu.Iamnotreallyangryatyou.

Ineverevenhadafeelingofangeryesterday.”

Luu:“Sowe'recoolright?”

Me:“Definitely!”Mycellphonebeepedand

whenIcheckedwhohadsentmeamessage

andithadbeensentbyLwando.

Luu:“Youneedtogo?”

Me:“Uhh!”iplacedmyphoneawayignoring

themessage.

Me:“Notreally.Justafriendbeinganuisance.

”itbeepedagain.

Luu:“Youcanleaveifyouwant.”

Me:“Oh?”

Luu:“Ordidyouwanttogoout?”

Me:“Didyouwanttogoout?”



Luu:“Yea.Iwon'tbebusyforthewholedayso

whynot?”

Me:"Greatthan.PlusIamstarving.Ithought

SasandIwouldgooutbutshepracticallyblew

meoff.”

Luu:“Why?”

Me:“Longstory.”

Luu:“Isee.Letmegrabmycarkeys.”

Me:“Ok.Youwillbringmebacktotakemycar

right?”

Luu:“Noproblemo!”iturnedaroundand

exitedtheofficewithhimfollowingme.Sas

tookaglareatusandidaredtolookather

becauseiwillfeelevenmorebadthenIamnow.

Wegottothestaffparkingthenweenteredthe

Mercedes.

Luu:“AboutSas.Dontfeelguiltyabout

anything.ItsnotyourfaultthatIdon'tlikeher.”

Me:“Luthandoshe'scrazyaboutyou.”



Luu:“That'sreallynotmyproblem.Girlsthat

throwthemselvesatmeareaturnoff.”

Me:“Didshethrowherselfatyou?”

Luu:“Alotoftimes.”

Me:“Everybodydeservesachance.”Hesaid

nothing.

Me:“Lut-”

Luu:“Shutup.”Hedidn'tevenraisehisvoice

atme.Hewastranquilandcollected.Justthat

carriedaheavycommandindisguise.The

wholewaytotherestaurantIhadkeptmy

mouthshut.Heopenedthepassengerdoorto

meandIthankedhimbeforewewalkedtothe

Chineserestaurant.Itwasempty.

Me:“Whyisitempty?”

Him:“Ibookeditforsomehours.”Myjaws

dropped.

Him:“WhatMimi?Ilovemyspace.Come.”



“WelcomeMrMolefi.”

Luu:“HeyChai.MeetMamelo.”

“Hi.Nicemeetingyou.”Ismiled.

“Yourtablehasbeenprepared.”

Luu:“Thankyou.”Hetookmyhandandled

metothetablepreparedfortwo.Hepulledout

achairforme.“Thankyou.”Itookmyseatand

hewentandtookhis.Itwasn'tlongtillourfood

came.

Me:“Ididn'torder.”

Luu:“Iknow.Iorderedforyou.You'lllovethe

mealthough.Trustmeonthatone.”

Me:“Oh!”Ilookedatthefancydishplacedin

frontofme.

Me:“What'sitcalled?”

Luu:“ThisoneiscalledMuhammara.Ilove

eatingitwithkebabs.”

Me:“Okbutwhat'stheseconddish?”



Luu:“Thisismymother'sfavorite.Pulledbeef

pitaplateandalsotCinnamonpeanutBabka.

Shelovesit.”

Me:“Letmetasteit.MaybeI'llalsoloveit.”I

didn'tknowwhatmyreactiontothisdishwould

bebutIdidtryitthoughandasIwaschowingI

hadaminiprayernottovomitbutitdidn'ttaste

sobad.

Luu:“Thatsmileexplainsalot.Youlikeit.”

Me:“Ittastesgood.”Ihadanothertaste.

Luu:“Ishouldalsoeat.“Istoppedforaminute

andlookedathim.Godthismanwassexy.I

mean,thewayheis.Thewayhewalksexplains

thatheownsthisground.Thewayhetalks

meansyoushouldshutupandlistentohim.

Thewayhisbrowneyesglowwhenlookingat

youjustmakesyourheartskipabeat.His

hangingdreadsmadehimlooksosexyandhis

average(brownishlightish)complexionwas

absolutelyattractive.



Luu:“Stopstaring.”Isnappedoutofit.

Me:“I'msorry.”hejustsmiledatme.

Luu:“Sowhichcourseareyoudoingincollege?

”Iclearedmythroat.

Me:“Ilied.I'mnotincollege.”

Luu:“Why?”

Me:“Just.”ishruggedmyshoulders.

Luu:“Mimihowoldareyou?”

Me:“Uhm...19?”Iwasgettinguncomfortable

now.Hemockedmystatementbychuckling.

Me:“What?”

Luu:“Sobasicallyyou'reateenager?”

Me:“Ageisjustanumber.”

Luu:“Ithinkweshouldfinishuphereandleave.

”

Me:“Wait...Howoldareyou?”

Luu:“Finishup.”



Me:“Luth-”

Luu:“Iwon'trepeatmyself.”Ikeptquietfora

fewsecondsmaxbeforepushingtheplate.

Me:“I'mnotreallyhungry.”

Luu:“Mimiyousaidyouarehungry.”

Me:“Ilostmyappetite.”Hesquattedhiseyes.

Luu:“Im25.”

Me:“Thenwhydidyouactlikeyou're30?”

Luu:“Justeat!”istoodup.

Me:“Iamseriouslynotthetypetotolerate

oppression.”

Luu:“WhosaidIamoppressingyou?”

Me:“ItsthereLuthando!Can'tyouseeit?”

Luu:“No!”

Me:“WellIseeitandIamdefinitelynotgoing

totolerateit.Takemebacktoyourcompanyso

Icangohome.”



Luu:“Fine!”Iwalkedoutfirstandhefollowed.

Hedidn'tevenopenthedoorforme.Hejust

unlockedandgotin.Atthecompanyiwasthe

firsttogetoutofthecar.

Luu:“Mimi!”Ididn'tstopwalking.Ijust

continuedtowalk.

Luu:“Mamelowouldyoustopit!”Hepulled

methenpinnedmeonthewallandmadesureI

donotfeelawinceofpain.

Me:“Lu-”Icouldnotutterawordbecause

alreadyhisandmylipshadclashed.Hisone

handwasholdingmywaistpullingmecloseto

himandtheotherwasonthebackofmyneck

alsopullingmecloser.BeforeIknewitIalso

hadbothmyarmswrappedaroundhisneckbut

ipulledoutthekissandslappedhim.“You

wantme?!Fightforme!”Isaidbeforeturning

aroundandfinallyIgottomycar.
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Luthando



AfterbeingslappedIrubbedmycheekabit

beforeheadingtotheelevator.Iwasboilingto

thehighestanger.HowdareMamelofucking

slapme?IfeltlikepunchingsomeonebutIwas

abletocalmmyselfdown.Ihavetakensome

angersessions/classes....privateones.After

Noluntu'sdeathIwasallovertheplace.Ididn't

takeitsowell,notevenclose.ForafewweeksI

hadneglectedmydaughter.Ikeptmyself

distractedwitheitheralcoholoreventraveling

justsothatIwon'tbeinaplacewheremy

familywillgivemepityfacesandremindofthe

factthatsheleft.IgottomyofficewhereI

foundSas.

Me:“IneedyoutosendMimisomeflowersfor

me.”WtfamIsaying?!Didn'tIsayI'mangryat

her?

Sas:“Flowers?”Isatdownthenpulledthefile

infrontofme.

Me:“Yea.Flowers.”



Sas:“ForMamelo?Why?”Isaidnothing.Ihad

alottodointhesecondsofansweringherto

thatstupidquestion.

Sas:“Sir?”

Me:“Youheardmedidn'tyou?Nowgo.Iwant

themdeliverednow.”

Sas:“Oh.ShouldIsaytheycomefromyou?”

Me:“Yes.Andwritesomeforgivingmessage

orwhatever.”

Sas:“Ofcourse.”Sheturnedandwalkedout

ofmyoffice.Ifirstgrabbedmyphoneand

calledBlesstocheckonmydaughterbefore

goingbacktoworkingbutalsoIwasthinkingof

whatMimisaid.WhythefuckshouldIfightfor

herfor?Itsnotlikewe'reinawar.

Mamelo

Atmyapartment,Ihadmylaptopinfrontofme

andIwascheckingoutsomecoursesatBoston

mediahousewhichisinSandton.ItstimeItake



agreatstepofmylife.Ivebeenastripperfor

waytoolongandrightnowaverypowerful,rich,

educatedmanisabouttoentermylifeandI

justcan'tmeethimhalfwaywithjustastupid

matrixcertificate.Therewasa6monthcourse

whichIdecidedtoapplyfor.Amarketing

managementbuttherewasanotheroneatAAA

whichtook4years.ThemoneyIhavemade

couldcoverthiscourseforjustayear.MaybeI

couldgetaparttimejobsomewhere.Whynot

tryit?Idecidedtoapplyonline.

JustasIstillhadmylaptopinfrontofmethere

wasaknockatthedoor.Istoodupandwentto

seewhoitwas.Therewassomedeliveryguy

holdingabouquetofroses.

Me:“OMG!Whosentthese?”

Guy:“DeliveryfromMrMolefi.”Iwasintrigued.

Me:“Really?”

Guy:“Yesma'am.Justsignhereforme.”I

tookthepenandsigned.



Guy:“Haveagoodday.”

Me:“Thankyouandyoutoo.”

Guy:“Bye!”Iclosedthedoorbeforeinhaling

thegoodscentofthesebeautifulflowers.I

walkedtomyphonestillholdingthemandI

rememberedthatIdidnothavehisnumberbut

theirlinewasintheinternetsoIsearchedit

thencalledthem.

“MolefiIntelhowmayIhelpyou?”

Me:“Hi.ThisisMamelo.CanIspeaktoMr

Molefi?”

“Onesecondplease.”Istayedquietuntilshe

camebacktome.

“I'msendingyoutotheotherline.”

“Hey.”ThesecondonebelongedtoLuu.

Me:“Hey.Igottheflowers.”

Luu:“Soyoulikethem?”

Me:“Alotandtheysmellsogood.”



Luu:“Soisthatatickettohavingdinnerwith

metonight.”

Me:“Well...Yes.Whynot.”

Luu:“Itsactuallynotdinnerbutwewillbe

togetherandmydaughterisgoingtobethere.”

Me:“IloveIngridsoidontmindhavingher

beingthere.”

Luu:“Greatthan.I'llcomefetchyou.”

Me:“No.I'lljustusemycar.”

Luu:“Ifthat'swhatyouwantthenit'sfine.”

Me:“Seeyou.”

Luu:“Bye.”Iendedthecallbeforedancing

around.Idabbed,Inaenae'd,Ievendid

gwaragwara!Iamthatexcitedfam.Iplacedthe

flowersdownbeforegoingtomyroomand

bathed.Ievenshavedwheretherewashair,

excludingmyhead,beforeheadingbacktothe

roomwhereIlotionedmyself.Itwastimeto

decidewhatIwillwear.WillIwearclassyand



sassyorjustsimple.Iwenttosimple.Iplaced

onapeachtightsthatendedbythekneewith

itsmatchingcrop.Mytattoowasvisible.A

colorfulfloweronmywaist.Oneofthose

americantattoos.Bigtattoosintrigueme

actuallyhenceIwentanddidone.Ifinishedmy

outsidewithsilverfentysleepersthenpacked

someclothesinanightbag.YebobogyelsI'm

notcomingbacktonight!Icheckedmyphone

andtherewasamessage.Obviouslyitwas

Luthando.SincenowIhadhisnumberIgave

himacall.

Luu:“Yeah?”

Me:“I'mallready.”

Luu:“Istillhavetodosomethinghereatwork

butmyhouseisnotlocked.I'lljustcallmy

guardandtellhimtoopenforyou.Ok?”

Me:“Ok.Thanks.”

Luu:“I'llbetherewithyouinafew.”



Me:“Okayandohsendmethecoordinates.”

Luu:“Okay.”Iendedthecallbeforegrabbing

mybagandwenttogetinmycar.Hesentthe

coordinatesandIenteredthemintheGPS

beforedrivingtohishouselisteningtoDestiny's

child.Infrontofhishousehadparkedtwocars.

TheMercedesGLSandthenumberplatewas

written“NdunaGP”andtheRangeRoverVelar

waswritten“MsmolefiGP”fuckIfellinlove

withtheRover.Themattegreenandyoucould

tellthatitiscustommade.Iclimbedoutofthe

carandwenttogetinsidetheopendoor.There

wasBlessingNdunaandanotherbeautifullady

dressedinagreenTswanadresswithblack

heelsandhermakeupwasjustonpointand

shehadona13inchBrazilianweave.

Me:“Uhm...sanibobani.”

Bless:“HiMimi.”

Ma'am:“Himydarling.”theybothsaidin

unison.



Ma'am:“AreyouLuu'sgirlfriend?”

Me:“Notreally.”

Ma'am:“Don'tbeshy.I'mhismotherlove.”

Me:“Wait,you'rehismother.”Myjawsfell.

Shewassoyoungandbeautifulthough.

Me:“Youaretoobeautifulandsexytobe

calledamomshame.”Shesmiledbefore

lookingatBless.

MsMolefi:“Ilikeher.”Shesaidnothing.

MsMolefi:“IamNomaneh?Let'sgohave

somecocktailslove.”

Me:“Ineedmesome.”Iplacedmybagonthe

couchbeforeNomaandIheadedtothebar.

Thisisagoodstarthey.♡
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“IhavebeenjoblesseversinceIfinishedwith



matrixbutIappliedtothisotheradvertising

schoolinJohannesburg.It'snameAAAschool

ofadvertising?”

Her:“OhyesIrememberit.Mysister's

daughteristhereworkingongettingaBA

IntegratedMarketingCommunications.”

Me:“Ittakes3yearsthatoneright?”

Her:“Yep!Babyyoulooksoyoungthough.”

Me:“I'm19.”

Her:“AndLuthandohasn'tmockedyouabout

yourage?Iknowhowpickyheisthatone.”

Me:“Hedid.”

Her:“Butdoyoulovehimthough?”

Me:“Alotbuthedoesn'tknowthat.”

Her:“Soyoutwoareseriouslynotina

relationship?”

Me:“Yea.”

Her:“ButIbelieveyoutwowillbegreat



together.Givehimtimetoheal.Youdoknowhe

ismarriedright?Buthiswifepassedon.”

Me:“Hetoldme.Howwasshethough?”

Her:“YoumeanNoluntu?”

Me:“Ifthat'shernamethanyes.”

Her:“Hermotherwasawitch.That'sallIknow.

”ItriedholdingbackmylaughterbutIjust

slipped.Icouldtellsheneverlikedher.

Her:“IneverlikedherorevenwillIlikeher.She

wasn'trightformyson.”

Me:“That'sbad.”

Her:“Butshe'sgonenow.Itsyourtimeto

shineandIwillmakesureofthat.”

Me:“ButNomayoubarelyknowme.”

Her:“So?Iseethatyouhavepotentialandyou

dontneedamantosurvive.IraisedLuthando

aloneandlookathowfamousandrichheis?

That'swhoIwantformyson.Adaughterinlaw



thatisindependentandsobeautiful.Haveyou

seenhowadorableyoulook?”Ichuckled.

Me:“Andthat'smygoal.”

Noma:“Let'shaveataostngwetsiyaka.”I

blushed.GodIfeltthat.Itookmycocktail.

Noma:“ToLuthando.”

Me:“Haha!ToLuthando.”

“Ting!”Hewalkedinsometimelaterand

alreadyIwastipsy.Nomaissuchabaddy.He

waslookingallbedwithhisblousehalfopen

andhistiehangingandalsohisdreadsonhis

face.

Noma:“Boyboywhathappened?”

Luu:“Iwentandplayedwithsomelions.”He

wasbreathingheavyandthatgotmeworried.

Me:“Areyousurethough?”

Luu:“Yep!”

Noma:“IsuggestyougorestwhileIgojoin



Blessbypreparingourdinner.”

Luu:“A'ight!“Hismotherwalkedoutofthebar

spherethenwenttothekitchen.

Me:“Areyousureyou'reokay?”

Luu:“Yea.Ijustneedastrongdrink,ashower

andsex!”Hesaidthelastpartsqueezinghis

areaabit.Ijustlaughed.

Me:“IcouldhelpwiththatbuuutBless

probablyneedsmeinthekitchen.”

Luu:“Youwould?”Iclimbeddownwiththe

cocktailglassonmyhandandpremeditatedly

wiggledmybootyasImademywaytothe

kitchen.

Me:“Doyouneedmyhelp?”Shewasalone.I

couldhearNomaspeakoverthephoneonthe

otherroom.

Me:“Blessing?”

Bless:“Choptheonionsforme.”Ithinkshe

intentionallydidthatbutagainshedoesn't



knowIdontknowhowtocook.

Bless:“Youcanleaveit.”

Me:“Why?”

Bless:“Becauseyoucannotcook.”

Me:“Icantry.”

Bless:“Okay.”Shehandedtheoniontome

andIdidmyoutmostbestnottolookstupidin

frontofher.OnceIwasdoneshegaveme

anotherjobtomixthebeansthenalsostirthe

McCainmixstewinthepot.

Noma:“Soyouknowhowtocook?”

Me:“Notreally.Iamtryingmybesthere.”

Noma:“YouandI,sameWhatsAppgroup.

WhenIwasyourageIalsodidn'tknowhowto

cook.”

Me:“I'lllearnthough.”

Noma:“Sothatyoucancookformyson.He's

favoriteisminiseamedbreadsstuffedwith



beanchakalaka.”

Me:“IcanseeBlesscookedthem.”

Noma:“Hewouldsulkiftheywerenotcooked.

”

Me:“I'llkeepthatinmind.”Oncewewere

doneIwenttocallLuuwhowasstillinthe

bedroom.Ifoundhimlaidonthebedandhe

wassleeping.

Me:“Luthando.”Heopenedhiseyes.

Me:“Dinnerisready?”

Luu:“I'mnothungry.”

Me:“Notevenalittle?”Heshookhishead.

Me:“Pleasecomeeat.Idon'tevenwanttobeg

becauseIamnotgoodatthat.”

Luu:“I'lleatlater.”

Me:“Blessmadeyourfavoritechakalaka

steambread.”Heexhaled.

Luu:“Iguesseatingwon'thurt.”



Me:“Come.”Itouchedhiswarmhandand

broughthimcloser.Iturnedaroundstillholding

hishandandhetookmyotheronebefore,still

holdingmyhands,wrappinghisarmsaround

myneckthenheleftawetkissonmyneckthan

walkedinfrontofme.Hisintoxicatingcologne

wasstillonmeanditsmelledreallygood.I

passedbyIngrid'snurseryandshewasup.I

wentandtookherbeforewalkingdown.This

babywassocutethoughandjustbyholding

herfeltgood.

Noma:“MygranddaughterisupIsee.”

Me:“Yep!Whereareherformulas?”

Bless:“Letmefeedher.”

Me:“Okay.“IgavehertoBlessthensatdown.

Blesssaidgracethenwebegantoeat.

Me:“Thistastesgreat.”

Luu:“Andallthankstomybeautifulsister.”

Bless:“ChefNduna.”



Noma:“OhpleaseDitsholofetsotheytaste

awful.”Welaughed.

Noma:“I'mjokingmylove.”

Bless:“Iknowbecausetheytasteamazing.”

Bless:“Luuweshouldgothechurchandpray

forNoluntu'slight.”

Luu:“Tomorrowwewill.”

Bless:“Aftereatingherewillbebetter.Imiss

her.”

Luu:“Ofcoursemysister.”Wefinishedeating

andthehelpscametoclearthetable.Thethree

leftforthechurchandIjuststayedinthis

beautifulhugehousealone.Ididnotwanttobe

anintruderbytaggingalongandseeingthat

Blessdoesn'tlikemewouldbeevenmore

awkwardforme.IwenttothebedroomwhereI

firstbrushedmyteethandwaitedforLuthando

toreturn.Whenhedidthetimewas12amin

themorning.Istilldidn'tfeellikesleeping.



Me:“Feelingbetter?”Isaidfollowinghimto

Ingrid'snursery.

Me:“Luthando?”

Luu:“YesMameloIfeelbetter.”

Me:“Okay.Icanhelpyoutakehertosleep.”

Luu:“Youwannahelpmewithsomething?”

Me:“Yeah.“Isaidwithasmile.

Luu:“Helpmebygoingtosleep.”Itvanished.
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Ididn'tknowwhattosaybutIcouldtellthat

somethingwasreallybotheringhim.

Me:“You'reright.PlusIamverytired.”His

angerfadedawayandwasreplacedby

confusion.

Me:“Goodnight.”HeistallerthenmesoI

stoodonmytoesthenkissedhischeekbefore

goingtotheguestroom.Noteverythingmust

involveanger,tantrumsandwalkingaway.



Understandingcanalwaysbeakeytoabetter

lifeandfuture.Igotunderthecoversandwent

tosleep.

.

Narrated

.

KamvawasstandingrightnexttothebedMimi

wassleepingon.Staringatherandshefeltlike

someonewasstaringatherhencesheopened

hereyesandlookedaround.Shedidfeellike

shewasnotaloneintheroomhenceshewent

andswitchedonthelightandintrospectedthe

room.“Luthando?”Sheaskedwithashaky

tone.Kamvawasstaringatherwitheyesthat

weremeanttoscareherifshewouldseeher

butrightnowMimihadnoideathatshewasin

theroom.Flynn,themostpowerfulandupper,

warriorangelappeared.

Flynn:“You'retimeisupKamva.Gobackto

hellandbewithyourdearcreatorSatan.Inthy



name,nohandshallharmmyanointed.No

sphereofevilshaltpossesmyanointed.One

warning.”itdidn'ttaketimeforKamvato

disappear.FlynnlookedatMimi.

“Noevil.”Hethandisappeared.Mimisighedin

relief.

“ForasecondthereIthoughtsomeonewasin

theroom.”Shesaidbeforeswitchingthelights

off.

Mimi

Inthemorningiwokeupthenwentandbrush

myteethbeforegoingtocheckonIngrid.She

wasawake.

Me:“HelloNana.”Ipickedherup.

Me:“Otsweriketlala?”(areyouhungry)I

walkeddownstairswithherinmyarmsandI

madehersomethingtoeat.Iplacedheronher

stoolandfedherwhilemakingbabysoundsso

shecouldeatformeandsheenjoyedthe



porridgeImadeforherbecausesheateallofit.

AfterIgaveherherbottlethenplacedherinthe

stroller.Luuwalkeddownstairsdressedin

Guccisilkpyjamaswhilestillrubbinghiseyes.

Luu:“Morning.”

Me:“Morning.”Hestoodbehindmeand

leanedtotakeacupbuthedidthatonperhaps

beceuaseIfelthisprickingmachinebutIdared

toentertainhim.

Luu:“Aboutyesterday-”

Me:“Whatreallyhappened?”

Luu:“I...IthoughtIwascheatingonher.I

actuallyfeltIwascheatingonher.”

Me:“Noluntu?”Henodded.

Luu:“But...IthinkIamreadytoletgoofallthe

painansorrowinmyheart.Iamhurtingthe

onesthatloveme.”

Me:“True!LastnightIonlyplacedonafront.

Whatyousaidtomehurtintheworstway



possibleandifitwasn'tlateformetoleaveI

wouldhavewenttomyapartment.”

Luu:“I...let'sjustnottalkaboutthat.”Ok!That

wastooquickforhimtochangehismood.

Luu:“I'mhungry.”

Me:“Icanmakeyousomethingtoeat.”

Luu:“Thankyou.”IfirstlywipedIngrid'sface

withherwipesbeforemakingherfather

somethingtoeat.Idecideduponsomething

English.Ifirstmadethewrapsthenthechicken.

Tookoutthecorianderoutofthefridgeand

alsothecornwithGuacamolebeforemaking

thechickenandcornchalupas.

Luu:“Myfavorite.”HebegantoeatandI

decidedtojoinhim.OncewewerebothdoneI

washedthedishes.

Luu:“Thehelpscanactuallydothat.”

Me:“Iwannakeepmyselfbusy.”

Luu:"Fine.Iamgoingtoshower.Ihave



somewheretobe.”

Me:“CanItakeIngridwithmetomy

apartment.Iamgoingtovarsity.Thereare

somethingsthatIneedtosettlethere.”

Luu:“IsuggestyouusemycarbecauseIdont

wantanythinghappeningtoyouguys.Ihave

peoplelookingthroughmycarsandhouseat

mycompany.”

Me:“Okay.”HewentoutsideandIfinishedso

long.IwenttofirstbatheIngridbeforegoingto

bathemyself.Idressedintoaniceboyfriend

jeanwithadesignershirtwithalsoblack

gladiatorsrevealingmytoenailsthathad

maroonmailpolish.IwentandpackedIngrid's

bagbeforegoingtodecidewhichcartouse.

Me:“WoulditbeaproblemifIuseyourFerrari?

”Iwaspullinghisleg.

Luu:“Yes!!Dontevenlookatthekey.”I

laughed.ItookthekeystotheMaserati.Before

Iknewithesnatchedthemfrommeandgave



metheMercGLS.

Luu:“Dontevenarguewithme.”

Me:“Fine!”hekissedIngrid'sforeheadthen

mine.

Luu:“Keepyourphoneon.”

Me:“Iwill.”IwalkedoutthehousewithIngrid

inhercarseatthenwenttoopenthegarage.I

settledmyselffirstbeforestartingthecarand

drovetomyapartment.IbumpedintoSasat

theelevatorwithacapon.Shejumpedwhen

shesawme.

Sas:“Uhm...Mimi.Hey.”

Me:“Heylove.”ShetriedhidingherfacebutI

couldseethatshewasscaredofsomething.

Me:“Saswhathappened?”

Sas:“Nothing.Ishouldgetgoing.”

Me:“Saspleasedontshutmeout.”

Sas:“I'llcallyouMimiandwewilltalkaboutit.



Please.”

Me:“Docallme.”Shesaidnothingbutjust

hurriedoutofthecomplex.

Igottomyapartment,Iunlockeditbefore

steppinginsideandthewholeplacewasa

mess.Furniturewasupsidedown.MyTVwas

smashed.Likethewholeplacewasjustamess.

“Mamelo?”Iquicklyturnedaround.

Me:“Senzo?!Youdidthis?!”Iwasmadpissed.

Hehadabaseballbatonhishand.Ithinksome

ofyouarealittleconfused.Senzoismyex.He

dumpedmewhenhelearnedthatIama

prostitute.Idontknowwhyhewashere.

Senzo:“CallLuthandoandtellhimgoodbye.”

Me:“What?!Masepabruh!”Itookmyphone

anddialedLuu'snumberandjustafterpressing

thecallbuttonSenzokickedthephonefrommy

hand.

Me:“Senzoareyououtofyourmind?!”



Senzo:“V'tsekwenasfeb!”Heslappedme

acrossmyface.Iplacedmyhandbehind

Ingrid'sheadsothatifweweretofallshemust

notgethurtbutluckilywedidnot.Thenext

thingwearefightingforthebabyhewasso

strongthathewasabletotakeIngridfromme

thenheplacedheronthecouch.Iwasableto

throwafewslapsandalsoIkickedhimhardon

theballs.HeleanedthenIusedmykneetokick

himonhisfaceandhewasdone.Therewasno

timetopanic.IpickedIngridupandranoutof

theapartment.Ipressedsomanytimesonthe

elevatoruntilitopenedandIwasonthelast

floor.Irantothecarwithpeopletryingtostop

metotryandhearwhatmyproblemwasbutI

didn'thavetime.IfoundLuthandoandNkosiat

thecar.Whenhesawmeherantome.

Luu:“Whereishe?”

Me:“Thirdfloor.Room67.”

Nkosi:“GotoJoaquininthecar.”Inodded



andwenttothecarthathehadpointedat.

Somewhiteguywaswaitingforme.OnceIwas

withhimIexhaledinrelief.
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Mamelo

GodIwasjustsoscared.Ididn'tevenknow

whattodotomyselfsoIjustsatinthecaruntil

Luucame.IcouldseeNkosipushSenzointo

thesecondcar.Hehadbloodallofhisfaceas

signthathewasbeaten.Luustoodinfrontof

me.

Luu:“I'msorry.”

Me:“Why?”

Luu:“JustknowthatI'msorry.Foryouto

experiencesuchatrauma.JustknowthatIwill

takecareofthis.Iwillmakesurehedisappears.

”

Me:“You'regoingtokillhim?”

Luu:“I'mgoingtotakecareofhim.Justknow



that.”HewentandpickedIngrid.Hekissedher

foreheadandwestayedinthatpositionfor

quietsometime.

Luu:“Joaquinkeepaneyeforherokay?

Pleaseman.”Ihaveneverseensomeoneso

scared.Whywasheevenscaredthough?

Joaquin:“Ipromiseyouman.Nothingwill

happentoher.”

Luu:“Thankyou.“HegaveIngridtomebefore

walkingaway.Isteppedinthebackseatwith

Ingridinmyarms.Shewasslowlyfallingasleep.

Luthando

WhenIarrivedatthewarehousealreadyNkosi

wasshirtlessandbeatingthedaylightoutof

Senzowhopleadedforhimtostopbuthedidn't

givein.Ifirsttextedmymothersothatshe

checksMimiforme.

Nkosi:“Whatareyoudoing?”

Me:“I'mwritingonhistimeline.Restinpiece



motherfucker.”

Nkosi:“Hashtagdusttodust”

Me:“Definitelyfam!”Iplacedmyphoneonthe

tablebeforefoldingmysleevesup.

Me:“SenzoSenzoSenzo!Mydaughter?You

wantedtokidnapmydaughter?”

Senzo:“Ididn'twanttokidnapyourdaughter

Luthando.Thatchickisavirusthatslowly

spreadsman.Sheisgoingtoeatyourmoney

anleaveyouwithnothing.She'sagolddigger

man.Abitch!”

Nkosi:“Wrongmove.”

Me:“Who'sabitch?”

Senzo:“Mamelo-”IkickedhimwithmyItalian

rightonhisface.

Me:“LuckilyIcanaffordthatgolddigger!”I

pulledhimbyhisshirtandthrewpunchesat

himbeforepullinghim,bytgcollar,tothedog

cage.



Me:“Lookathowhungrytheyare.Theyare

thirstyforyouman.”

Senzo:“Please!Icanhelpyouman.Icanhelp

bringLwandotoyou.Youwanthimright?”

Me:“Fuckyou!Icangethimmyself.”Ithrew

himinthedogcagethatcontainedtwo

bulldogsthanlockedit.Wewalkedbackinto

thewarehouseandIfirstlywenttowashmy

handsandwipedthebloodfrommyItalians.

Nkosi:“Damnthatwasfun!”

Me:“Ournexthit:Lwando”

Nkosi:“Isuggestweflytheretomorrow.”

Me:“You'recomingwith?”

Nkosi:“You'remybrothermanandIwill

alwayshaveyourback.Nomatterwhat.”

Me:“Thankstwinie.”

Nkosi:“Gimmeahugbestie.”Igavehimahug

thenwepeckedeachother'slipsbefore



breakinginlaughter.

Nkosi:“Fuck!Blessshouldneverknowabout

this.”

Me:“NorMimi.Imaginewhatkindalookshe

willgiveme.Itsgonnabeaturnforher.”

Nkosi:“Soyoulikeher?”

Me:“She'sjust...Idontman.YeaIlikeher.A

lotbutmyanger.”

Nkosi:“You'llpassthatstagetogetherman

andtomorrownightweshoulddoadoubledate.

”

Me:“Blesswon'tagree.Shesaysitstooearly

formetomoveon.”

Nkosi:“Ilovemywifemanandyouknowthat,

butthistimedon'tlistentowhatshesays.This

isaboutyounowman.NotaboutNoma,Bless

oreventhemightyLulekacauseshehasthe

answerstoeverythingthatone...butaboutyou

manandIwillsupportyourrelationshipmore



thenanything.Okay?’'

Me:“Thanksman.”Wehuggedbeforewalking

toourcars.Nkosifirsttookouthisspare

blouseandblazerfromtheboot,dressedthen

wedroveinseparateways.

Mamelo

“Here'ssomecoffeelove.”

Me:“MmaIneedsomethingstrong.”

Noma:“Ok.Here.”Shetookoutasilver(not

awareofthename)andhandedittome.Idrank.

Me:“NowthisiswhatIneed.”Itookanother

sip.

Noma:“Drinkmybabyandwhoisthatfool

thatattackedyou?”

Me:“Abitterex.”

Noma:“Ihatethose.”itookanothersip.

Me:“GodhemakesmesosickNoma.Just

hearinghisnamemakesmesickanddoyou



knowhekickedmeout?”

Noma:“Really?”

Me:“Yes!Ilovedhimwithmyallbuthe

decidedtotakemyloveforgranted.”

Noma:“Dontworry.YouhaveLuthandoandI

believemysonwilltakegoodcareofyou.”

SometimelaterisawtheFerrarienterthe

house.NomawaswithIngridinhernurseryand

iwasstilldrinking.Peopleialmostdied!He

enteredthehousethenwebothjustsatthereat

eachother.

Me:“Whereishe?”

Luu:“Welltakencareof.BelievemewhenIsay

that.”Iclosedmyeyesandinhaledbefore

openingthemagain.

Me:“Thankyou.”

Luu:“Comehere.”Iwalkedclosertohimand

hehuggedmetightlyandjustbyfeelinghis

armsaroundmeIgotsoweaktoacertainpoint



whereIhavecried.Herubbedmybacktryingto

calmmedown.
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Luu:“Areyoutired?Wouldyouliketosleep?”

Me:“Notreally.IamabittipsysoI'dloveto

drinksomemore.”

Luu:“Okaythan.Iwon'tstopyou.”

Me:“Thankyou.”Isatdownbeforetakingmy

cocktailglassfromthecoffeetable.

Me:“AnddidSenzosayanything?”

Luu:“About?”

Me:“Uhm...nevermind.”Hetookaseat.

Luu:“Itseemedlikeyoutwohavesomepast.”

Me:“Wedatedbuthedumpedme.”

Luu:“Why?”Ihatethosewordwhybecause

nowIhadtoexplainmyselfbutIstopped

myselffromeventhinkingoftherightwordsto

usebecauseevenwithSenzoIusedrightwords



buthestillkickedmeout.

Me:“Senzoissoemotionallyunavailableyou

can'tevenunderstandwhyhedumpedme.”I

feltsobadforlyingbutIjustneedsometime

andalsoarightmomenttotellLuthandothe

truth.“Therewasprobablyanothergirl.”Ilied

somore.

Luu:“Itdoesn'treallymatter.Whatmattersis

thathenowgoneandyou'redangerfree.”

Me:“Iguess.”Igulpedmydrink.

Me:“Ineedabed.”

Luu:“Youcanusemyroom.Iwon'tbehome

anyways.”

Me:“Work?”

Luu:“Ijustneedanightdrivetoclearmyhead.

”

Me:“Noluntu?”

Luu:“NoteverythingisaboutNoluntu.Ijust



needsomemetime.”

Me:“Irespectthat.”istoodup.

Me:“I'llgowarmupyourbedforyou.”He

chuckled.

Luu:“Thanks,Iguess.”Hegrabbedhiscar

keysthenheleft.Ifirstlywentandcheckedon

Nomabeforeheadingtothemainbedroom.I

strippedtillIwasonlyleftinmylacebraand

thongthengotunderthecovers.

Luthando

ThisisoneofthedayswhenIfeellikesheis

somewhereoutthereconfusedasfandalso

thinkingaboutme,us.OfcourseI'dfeellike

thisatthismomentbecause6hoursfromnow

wouldnotonlybethedateIngridwasbornbut

alsothedayhermother"left"theworld.My

recoverydriveledmetothecemetery.Iwalked

tohergravewithmyhandsinmypocket.

Me:“HeyNoluthando...”Thatbeingourname



combination.

Me:“GodImissyouman!Everythingaboutbut.

Thewayyouhandledmeeventhoughiwas

beingsuchajerk.Thewayyou'djustshoutat

meandthreatentomethoughyouknewdamn

wellyou'dneverleave...”Iwipedthetears.

Me:“Fuck!ComebackNoluntu!Idontcare

how.Eitheryourisefromthedeadorwhether

youarejustcomebackman!Please..”Ifelta

handbeingplacedonmyshoulder.Iturnedto

onlyfindKarabo,Kagisoandtheirdaughter

Hope.ShehuggedmeandIcouldnothelpbut

hugherback,tightly.Westayedatthe

cemeteryforsometimeandtheyinsistedon

cominghomewithme.Everyonewasthere

whenIarrived.Blessing,Joaquin,Nkosiand

Mandisa.Iparkedmycarinthegarageand

wenttogetin.ImmediatelyBlessgavemea

hug.

Bless:“Stoptorturingyourself.Please!”Isaid



nothing.

Me:“Whyareyouallhere?”

Nkosi:“MywifewasSummoned.Shesawit

besttobringeveryonehere.Itsbeen6months

withoutNoluntuandwewereallverytight

henceweshouldnotletyougothroughthis

alone.”

Joaquin:“We'refamily.”Wesatdownandwe

justconversed.Nothingbigbutjusttokeep

timegoing.

Mamelo

GodIhadthebestsleepofmylife.WhenI

openedmyeyesIthoughtmaybeI'llfind

Luthandonexttomebuthewasn'tandIdoubt

thatheslepthere.Iwentandbrushedmyteeth

andonethingledmetobathing.OnceIwas

doneIdressedthenwalkedouttheroom.There

waslaughterdownstairsandIfoundpeople

sittingaroundthetablehavingdinner.Thetable

wentdeadquietwhenIwalkedin.



Me:“Uhm...morning.”Theygreetedmeback.I

lookedaroundandLuthandowasn'tatthetable

norwasNoma.

Bless:“Katlego,Mandisa,ElowthisIsMamelo.

Shewastheonethathostedmybirthdayparty.

”

Mandisa:“Okaybutwhatisshedoinghere?”

Bless:“Familyfri-”

“Morning.”Thando'scolognefilledtheroom.

Them:“Morning!”

Luu:“Ishouldgetgoing.”

Me:“Okaybuthaveyouseenmycarkeys?”

Luu:“Inmykeyholderbutwhy?Areyougoing

somewhere?”

Me:“Backtomyapartment.”

Luu:“Idon'tthinkthat'sagreatidea-”

Me:“IhavetoleaveLuthando.Please.”He

saidnothingforsometime.



Luu:“Fine.Youcanleave.”Hethanwalked

out.Iwentupstairs,grabbedmybagandkeys

beforeleavingwithoutsayingaword.Iwas

exhaustedandImissedoutonalotofcalls

frommyclients.Yes!Iamstillgoingbacktomy

job.ThatsamejobthatIwaswillingtoleavefor

Luthando,andalsomyself,isthesamejobthat

keptmegoingforyears.Thatcanbemypart

timeifithastobethecase.Iwillmost

definitelynottolerateanyformofattitude,

mistreatfromanyone!IamMameloXabaafter

all.

Thetimewas12h00whenIfinishedcleaning

themessSenzocausedandjustwhenIwas

abouttoresttherewasaknockatthedoor.

BehinditwasBlessingNduna.Iclearedmy

throatbeforeopeningthedoor.

Me:“MrsNduna.Hi.”Forafeesecondsshe

saidnothing.

Bless:“Areyougoingtoallowmein?”



Me:“Ofcourse.”Iopenedthedoorwider

makingspaceforhertopass.Sheintrospected

myapartment.

Me:“WouldyoulikesomethingtodrinkMrs

Nduna?”

Bless:“Iwon'tbestayinglong.”

Me:“Okay.”

Bless:“IamaverykindpersonMamelo.You're

thefirstpersonIhaveevershowedattitudeto.I

donotgiveyouattitudebecauseyousellyour

bodyforaliving...”Ilookeddown.

Bless:“Orthatyoualmostkilledyourmother-”

Shestoppedtolookatmeforaminute.

Bless:“YourlovewithLuthandowillbring

nothingbutpain.Toyou,tohim,toeverybody.

Youtwoarenotmeantforeachother.Yesyou

twohavebrokenlives,havelosttheonesyou

lovebutyouarenotthewifeforLuthando.I

giveyouattitudesothatmaybeyoucanrun



awayandleaveinsearchforabetterlifeand

leavethissinisteraffair.”

Me:“Asinisteraffair?”

Bless:“Yes.You'rehavinganaffairwith

someoneelse'shusband.Shemaynotbe

knownfornowbuthernameiswrittenin

heaven.SomewhereoutthereisThando'sideal

woman.DonotbeNoluntu.Donotdieforlove.

”
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“Ndondo?”IsaidasIwasbusyunzippingmy

suitcase.

Ndondo:“Yes.WhoamIspeakingto?”

Me:“Its...ItsMameloNdondo.”Isaidwitha

shakyvoiceevidentofhowscaredIwasafter

contactingmyauntaftersomanyyears.

Ndondo:“Mamelo?MyMamelo?Ohhhh

modimowaIsrael!”Shebegantochantinour

setswanalanguageandIwasnowcontentthat



shedidnotactup.

Ndondo:“WherehaveyoubeenMimi?

Everyonehasbeenworried.Yourmothereven

gaveuponlookingforyou.”Irolledmyeyes.

Ndondo:“WhereareyouMamelo?”

Me:“I'minJo'burg.”

Ndondo:“Doingwhatthere?Areyouinschool?

”

Me:“I'vebeenjobhuntingbutluckisn'treally

bymyside.”

Ndondo:“OkaybutMimiwhatdoyouwant

now?Doyouneedmoneysothatyoucancome

backhome?”

Me:“Notreally.Ijustwantedtoknowifmama

stillstaysatheroldhouse?”

Ndondo:“No.Theyhaveanewhouse.”

Me:“They?”AsfarasI'mconcerned,Crescia

hasneverhadluckwhencomingtomen.



Ndondo:“YourmotherismarriedtoPaul.They

livetogethernow.”

Me:“Ishewhite?”

Ndondo:“Nope!Black.YourememberwhereI

liveright?”

Me:“Notreally.”Sheexhaled.

Ndondo:“Iwillsendyoumyaddressthenyou

willcomehere.FromhereIwilltakeyoutoyour

mother.”

Me:“Idontreallywanttoseeher.Idonteven

knowwhyIaskedabouther.”

Ndondo:“Soyou'restillthedisrespectful

Mamelo.”

Me:“NoooNdondo-

Ndondo:“LookMimi.Wehavebeenworried.

Yourmotherbeingthemostconcernedandhurt

ofyourdisappeared.Youcannotpossiblysay

that.”



Me:“Idon'tevenknowwhyIcalled.”

Ndondo:“Mxm!Youbetterleaveyourattitude

inthestreetwhenyoucometomyhouse.”she

clickedhertonguebeforeendingthecall.I

sighed.Iseriouslyhateallmyfamilymembers.

TheyarethereasonIamthepersonthatIam

today.Icontinuedtopackmyclothes.

Luthando

SasdecidednottoshowuptodaysoIwason

myown.SheknowsIcannotworkwithouther.

Sheispracticallythemissingengineinmycar

andwithoutherIcannotpossiblystart.Itriedby

allmybesttocopewithouther.

“Knockknock!”IlookeduptoonlyfindMamelo.

Me:“Uhhey.”Istoodupfrommychair.

Mimi:“IhopeI'mnotdisturbing.”

Me:“Whywouldyou?”Sheindicatedwithher

eyesatmydeskwhichwasfullofsomany

paperworks.



Me:“SasisnotheresoI'mgoingtotaketime

toactuallyfinishallthisbythetimemyjetis

prepared.”

Mimi:“Goingsomewhere?”

Me:“Yes!Durban.IhavesomethingthatIneed

tohandlethere.”

Mimi:“Workrelatedorpersonal?”

Me:“Personal...Verypersonal.”

Mimi:“Ok.IjustcametoinformyouthatIam

leaving.”Iraisedmyeyebrow.

Me:“Whereareyougoing?”

Mimi:“Mafikeng.JustforafewweekstillIget

areplyatvariety.”

Me:“Whichuniversity?”

Mimi:“AAA.”

Me:“Oooh!Mynieceattendstherebutwhy

leavethough?Won'tyoulovetojoinmeonthis

trip?”



Me:“NoLuthando.Iwouldlovetojustclear

myheadabit.Yoursister'svisitgotmethinking.

”

Me:“Blessinggaveyouavisit?”

Mimi:“Yes!Shecametowarnme.”

Me:“Warnyou?”

Mimi:“ApparentlyifyouandIweretodateI'd

diejustasyourdeceasedNoluntu.”Ikeptquiet

forsometimetryingtocomprehendallthis.

Me:“Isee.”

Mimi:“CanIaskyousomething?”Isaid

nothingbutjustlookedather.

Mimi:“Doyouwanttobewithme?Like,ina

relationship?”

Me:“YesbutIseeyoudont.”

Mimi:“WhatdoyoumeanbythatLuthando?”

Me:“BecauseyouchosetolistentoBlessing.”

Mimi:“Ididn'tthough!”



Me:“Itseemslikeit.”

Mimi:“I...Ineedtothinkitthroughthough

Luthando.WhatifIdie?”Iwalkedaroundmy

tableandsatonmychair.

Me:“Itsyourchoice.”Shesaidnothingbutdid

theonethingthat'smyweakness:tears.

Mimi:“Idon'tknowbutIamsoscared

Luthando.”(crying)

Mimi:“IloveyoubutIcan'tdie.Notnow.”I

stoodupandwenttohugher.

Me:“DontcryMameloplease.Wewillfigure

thisoutsopleasestopcrying.”

Mimi:“Iwanttobewithyousobadbutsheleft

methinkingaboutalotofthings.”Shepulled

fromthehug.

Mimi:“AmIselfishnotwantingtobewithyou

becauseIamscaredtodiefromlove?”

Me:“Ofcoursenot.You'reyourfirstpriority

andItotallygetfromwhereyou'recomingfrom.



Isupportyourchoice.”Iwipedhertears.

Mimi:“Ithinkweshouldgiveitashot.”

Me:“Youthink?”

Mimi:“Yes.Tryingwon'thurtanyonenow

wouldit?”Ismiledthenkissedher.Along

lingeringkiss.

Mimi:“Wewilltakeitonestepatatimeright?”

Me:“Definitely!”Isatonthecouchandpulled

hertositonmylap.Wesatlikethatforsome

timeuntilIsawitnecessarytocallintheacting

CEOsincetherewasonly2hoursleftforusto

depart.

Me:“Weshouldgetgoing.”

Mimi:“Now?”

Me:“Yes.Now.”Shestooduptofixedhervery

shortdress.

Me:“Isn'tthatabitshortthough?”

Mimi:“Itsnotthatshort.”



Me:“Itsveryshort.Ithinkyoushouldwear

somethinglessrevealing.”

Mimi:“ComeonLuthando.Itsjustadress.”

Me:“WhichistooshortbutIwillnotcomplain

sinceithasaniceviewbutagainthereare

thirstymenoutthere.”

Mimi:“Ionlyhaveshortdressesthough.”

Me:“You'lldosomeshoppinginDurbanandI

willdefinitelybetheretohelpyouchoose.”

Mimi:“Finebyme.”IfirstspoketoSizwe

beforeleavingwithMimitomyhousewhere

shewillleavehercarthenwewillheadtothe

airport.NkosiandBlesshavealreadyleftfor

Durban.Itsjustusleft.
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Ifeltsogoodwhenclimbingdownthestepsof

thejetthatbelongedtomyboyfriendwitha

glassthathadHennesseyonmyhandand

peopleunloadingmyluggage.Thisisthelife



fam.Thereain'tnothingbetterthenlivingina

worldfilledwithluxury.Myboyfriend,Luthando

Molefi,cameaftermelookingcrustyinagreen

GuccitracksuitwithBalenciagasneakers.He

placedhisBvlgarishadesonbeforetakingmy

handthenwewenttoclimbintotheredRoyce

thatobviouslybelongedtothebae.DidIsayhe

ismyboyfriend?Ibelieveso!

Luu:“Youokay?”

Me:“I'mjustalittlehot.”Itookthecardigan

offandstayedwithmymaroondressthenI

crossedmylegs.Wearrivedataglassmade

penthouse.GodIdiedwhenIsawit.Luthando

hadtohandlesomecallswhileIwentinside

withtheguardsbringingmybagsbehindme.

Insidethereweretwounknowngirls.IthoughtI

wassassyandclassyuntilIsawthetwoKim

KardashianandKloeKardashianwomeninthe

house.IsaidnothingtothemwhenIentered

butjustkeptmyfocusonmyphone.



“Uhmhello!”Ilookeduptotheonedressedin

aGivenchycustommadedress.

“Everheardofagreeting?”

Me:“Everheardofmindingagirlwhenshe's

onherphone?”

“Oh!”Theylookedateachother.Iwasbeing

rudebecauseshestartedbybeingrudetome.

“I'mRoseanddontmindMandy.Sheis

sexuallyfrustrated.”TheMandyrolledhereyes.

Me:“Hi.I'mMimi.”IlookedatMandy.

Me:“Icanalsorollmyeyes.”

Rose:“Guysno!Don'tbecoldtowardsone

another.”

Mandy:“She'stheIcyherethough.”

Rose:“IthinkweshouldnameherIcy.”

Me:“No.Idon'tneedanyuglyname.Justcall

meMimi.”

Rose:“Ok.AreyouJoaquin'sgirlfriend?”



Me:“Whyhim?”

Rose:“Whynothim?”

Mandy:“Plusallthemenaremarriedexcept

forJoaquin.”

Me:“IamLuthandoMolefi'sgirlfrinnd.”

Mandy:“Yeahright.”Shesaidlaughing.

Me:“Whatdoyoumeanbythat?”

Rose:“You'rebeautifulandveryattractivebut

youaretoomuchforLuthando.”

Me:“Soyou'resayinghewouldratherdatea

averagegirl?”

Mandy:“Notreally.He'dratherdateaKourtney

KardashianthanaKimWest.”Ichuckled.

LuckilyLuthandowalkedin.

Luu:“Ladies.”Heplacedhishandonmywaist.

Luu:“You'regettingalong?”

Mandy:“Definitely!”



Rose:“Whynot?”Hesquattedhiseyes

lookingforthem.

Luu:“Let'sgotoourroombabe.”Hetookmy

handandledmetothemainsuite.

Me:“Yours?”

Luu:“Yep!”

Me:“Okaybutwhyaretheyhere?”

Luu:“Iallowedthemtostayherebabe.Its

beenawhilesinceIsawmycousinCartihence

Iallowedhimtostayatmypenthouse.”

Me:“Ifyousayso.”

Luu:“Youwon'tmindstayingwiththegirls

right?Wehavesomeworktohandlequickly.”

Me:“Yea.I'llsettledownsolong.”

Luu:“I'llbebackbeforeyouknowit.”

Me:“Okay.”Hefirstlyburiedhisheadonmy

neckbeforesqueezingmyass.

Luu:“IsawyouteasingmeintheRoyce.”He



peckedmylips.

Luu:“ImmafuckyouwhenIcomeback.”

Me:“Makeitquick.”Hewinkedbeforeleaving

theroom.Iwalkedbackdownstairs.

Me:“Ladies...Wehavesomeunfinished

business.”

Mandy:“Iamcurrentlyattendingangerclasses.

Don'ttakemebackthere.”

Me:“MandyIcankickyourass!”

Mandy:“I'dliketoseeyoutrylove.”

Me:“Whatever.”

Rose:“WhilewewaitforBlessandFuneka,

let'sgohavesomewine.”

Mandy:“Ican'tdrinkthough.”Shesulked.

Rose:“Mybad.”

Me:“Whycan'tshedrink?”

Rose:“HerChancearepregnant.”



Me:“Congratulations.”

Mandy:“ThanksIcy.”

Me:“Notfunny!”Itookamartiniglassthenwe

wentandsatatthepool.

“Fundzainthehouse!!”Funekawalkedinthe

loungewithBlessspeakingonherphone.

Mandy&Rose:“Girl!!!”Theywentandhugged

eachotherwhileIsatthereconfusedasf.After

alongtimeoflisteningthemcomolementu

eachotherendlesslyIwasfinallyintroduced.

Rose:“OhthisisIcy.SheisLuu'sgirlfriend.”

Funeka:“Uhm!...Hi.”Shewasreluctanttogive

meahugbutshedidthough.

Funi:“Blessyoudidn'ttellmethatLuthando

hasagirlfriend.”

Bless:“Ohyes!IwantedtobutIgotdelayed.

MameloisLuthando'sgirlfriendanditsnice

seeingyouhereMimi.”Iclearedmythroat.Is

shepretending?



Me:“Iamgladtobehere.”

Funi:“Dremustbelookingforme.”Sheturned

andwalkedoutofthepoolsphere.

Me:“Whathappened?”

Bless:“ShewasagreatfriendtoNoluntu.”

Me:“Oh.Letmegotalktoher.”

Mandy:“NoIcydon't.That'sabadidea.”

Me:“Why?”

Rose:“Funiissavage.There!”

Me:“Oh.”

Rose:“Henceyoushouldstayfarawayfrom

her.”

Me:“I'llkeepthatinmindthan.”

Rose:“Great.”

Bless:“I'llgotalktoher.”Sheturnedandalso

walkedout.

Themencamebackandbythattimesupper



wasready.Everyonewassittingaroundthe

table.FuniandDre.MandyandChance.Rose

andCarti.BlessandNkosi.LuuandI.Everyone

wasengagedintheconversationbutFuniandI.

She'dgivemelooksthereandthereandI'dalso

returnthem.Ididn'twanttobutsheisstarting

allthisrivalthatIcannotunderstand.

Funi:“Youknowwhat?!Iwon'tsithereand

pretendlikethisgolddiggerisheretodestroy

us!”IfonlysheknewIhadnostrengthtobein

noaltercationwithanyone.

Dre:“Baby-”

Funi:“NoDre.Idon'tlikeherandyouknowI

cansmellaratfromamileaway.”

Luu:“PutaleashonhermouthDre.”

Dre:“I'mtrying!!”

Funi:“Thisgolddigginghoe!She'sprobably

theonethatbroughtLwandoheretotryand

destroyLuthando!”Istillkeptquiet.Dretook



hiswifeandthankGodsilencewasbrought

upon.Aftersometimeofsilence...

Me:“Dessertanyone?”Surprisinglythey

laughed.Thistripwillbesolongandtiring.
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“ImsorryaboutwhatFunekasaid.”Wewerein

thebedroomundressingwhenhesaidthatbutI

chosetokeepquiet.

Luu:“Mimi?”

Me:“Yeah?”

Luu:“Dontputmuchthoughttoherplease.

Thegirlsalwayshavesomethingtosay.Just

thattheylovedNoluntuandwecan'tpossibly

takethatloveawaynowcanwe?”Inodded.

Luu:“Justgivethemsometimeplease.I

promiseyouthateverythingwillbebetter.”

Me:“Ihavepatience.I'mnotreallysurprised.

Somethingobviouslyhadtohappen.”



Luu:“Justknowthatyouaredatingme.Not

them.”

Me:“Yeah.AttheendofthedayIamtheone

warmingyourbed.”Hecameandwrappedhis

armsaroundmywaistthankissedmyneck.

Thatalonesentshiversdownmyspine.Iturned

aroundandwrappedmyarmsaroundhisneck

themplantedafewkissesonhislipsandatthe

endweFrenchkissed.Heranhishandsfrom

myneckdowntomybuttwhichhesqueezed

tightlythenhepickedmeup.Mylegs

automaticallywrappedaroundhiswaist.Still

withhislipslockedwithmine,helaidmedown

onthebed..

“Oww!”Isaidintheensuittryingmybestnotto

feelpainwhilepeeingbutGoshdidIfeelpain!

Myvaginahadaveryburningsensationasit

interactedwithmywarmpee.OnceIwasdoneI

wipedmyself,washedmyhandsthenwent

backtothebedroomwherenowLuthandowas

up.IhadlefthimsleepingwhenIwalkedinthe



bathroom.

Me:“Ohyou'reup.”

Luu:“Yeah.”Heplacedhisphoneonthe

drawer.

Luu:“Areyouokay?”

Me:“Yeahwhy?”

Luu:“Yourlimping.”

Me:“I'mabiggirl.I'llbefine.”

Luu:“Yousureyoudontneedanythingtohelp

withthepussy?”IshookmyheadasIwas

eatingthechickennuggetswhichwecamewith

lastnightwhencomingtobed.

Luu:“You'rehungry?”

Me:“Yeah.Afterthatnightfullofroughsex.I

shouldbe.”

Luu:“Letmeorderin.”

Me:“I'llgoshower.”



Luu:“Wait.”Hefirstorderedinbeforejoining

meintheshower.ShoweringwithLuthando

wassofullofecstasy.He'dtouchmethereand

I'dtouchhimthere.Iendedupgoingdownon

himandGodhisgroanstoldmethatIwas

givinghimagoodblow.

“Fuck!Mimi!”HereleasedhisloadthenIstood

straightandgavehimakiss.

Me:“Youenjoyedthat?”

Luu:“Fuckyeah!”Hecaughthisbreathbefore

kissingmeagain.Luthandohadsomeworkthat

heneededtohandlesoIchosetojuststayin.I

dressedinhisshirtwithmyGuccitracksuits

andsleepers.Downstairseveryonewas

gatheredlookingatsomethingwhichwasinthe

laptop.Theystoppedwhenweentered.

Luu:“What'supgents?”

Nkosi:“Weneedtogetgoing.”

Luu:“Okaybutwhatwereyouguyslookingat?



”

Chance:“Wewilltellyouontheway.Let'sgo.”

Luu:“Okay.Babe,wewillseeyou.”Hepecked

mylipsbeforewalkingoutwithhisfriends.

Leavingmewiththe4women.

Me:“Uhm...morning.”Nonofthemsaida

singlethingforsometime.

Mandy:“Iknewyouhadsomeskeletonsup

yoursleeve.”

Me:“Notthisagain.”

Funi:“Justpackandleave.”

Me:“WhywouldIdothatfor?”

Funi:“BecausewhenLuthandocomesback,

hellwillbreakloose.”Shewalkedoutafter

sayingthat.Leavingmewithnothingbut

unansweredquestions.

Luthando

Everyoneforsomeunknownreasonhadthis



lookthatIneededtobetoldsomethingbutthey

werebothtryingtomakethebestapproach.

Nkosi:“WhenyoumetMimi,didyoudoa

backgroundcheckonher?”

Me:“Ididn'tseeareasonto.”

Chance:“Why?”

Me:“Itwouldjustbeweirdforsomeunknown

reason.LikeI'dknoweverythingaboutherand

alsoI'llfeelguiltyafterthat.

Nkosi:“Youshouldhavethough.

Me:“Why?”

Nkosi:“MameloisHugo'sprostitute.He

boughther3yearsago.”

Me:“Wait,what?”

Nkosi:“Hugo...Yourememberhimright?”

Me:“HowthehellcanIforgethim.Healmost

gotmekilled!”

Nkosi:“Well.You'redatingoneofhisbest



girls.”

Me:“You'rekiddingmeright?Nkosithat's

fuckedup!”

Nkosi:“Wealsobelieveshecamewithan

agendabecauseshehadtomeetwithLwando

sometimeagobutcanceledforsomeunknown

reason.That'sthesamedayyoutwowentout

ofsomedateattheThairestaurant.”Iwished

forallofthistobeallaliebutIknowmyguys.

Theywillnevermissanything.
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veryshort

Mamelo

Iwassurprisedtoseetheguy'scarspark

outsideandfromtheinsideyoucould

practicallyseeeverythingthat'shappeningfrom

theoutside.Luthandowasthefirsttoenterthe

house.Icouldsensehisragefromamileaway

andthelookonhisfacegaveawaythefactthat

hewaskakpissed.“Getyourshitandgetthe



helloutofmyhouse!”Thosearethefirstwords

thatcameoutofthemaninfrontofmewho

wascravingforblood.

Me:“Lu-”

Luu:“IwillsurelynotrepeatmyselfMamelo.

Getthehelloutofmyhouse!”Thegirlsentered

thehousetowitnessasLuthandowas

mistreatingme.

Me:“Babywhat'sgoingon?”

Luu:“Dontyouevendarebabymeyoufucking

bitch!Getout!”Therewasnotdoubtofhis

unspecifiedanger.Ragewasevidentinhis

voice.Whenheemphasizedon“bitch”Ifelta

hugeslapofpainhithardonmychest.Ifeltit.

Me:“Justtellmewhattheproblemis.MaybeI

cananswertoyou.”Hegrabbedmesoroughly

bythearmandledmeupstairswherehelocked

thebedroom.Onehotpainfulbackslapwas

thrownacrossmyfaceandhesentanotherone

makingsureIfeelit.



Me:“Lu-”Hethrewmeonthedrawerand

pickedmeupagain.Icouldfeeltheblood

oozingoutofmyrib.Goditwassopainfulbut

theworstpainandterrorwaslookingLuthando

rightintheeye.

Luu:“Youwillpackyourshitandyouwillfinda

waytogobacktoJohannesburgormaybeyou

cancallyourclientLwando!”Ichuckled.Blood

comingfrommynose.Ihavefeltpainworse

thanthisfam.

Me:“OohIsee.Luthandoweallhaveapast

andallhavereasons.Whycan'tyouhearme

out?Whycan'tyouunderstandthereasonI

cameaprostitute?”Hethrewmyheadonthe

floorandthe“bang!”loudlyoccurredwhenmy

headcollidedwiththeground.Heleftmethere

inpainandwalkedouttheroom.Allthishit

home.Whenmymotherusedtoabuseme.

WhenherboyfriendbeatmetoapulpthatIend

upinapublichospital.Stitchesallovermybody.

IthithomesohardthatIcried.Iamnotthetype



ofpersontoshowemotionnorcrybutthishere

waspainful..Physicallyandemotionallypainful.

Ifirstlytooktheglassthathadstuffedupinmy

skinbeforegoingtowashmyfaceinthebasin.

GodIlookedsouglybutafewdaysfromnowI

willbemuchbetterthenIamnow.Ifirstly

calledacabbeforegrabbingmysuitcaseand

pulledit.IfoundBlessingbehindthedoor.

Bless:“I-”

Me:“IdontevenwanttohearitDitsholofetso.

Justletmebe.”Iwalkedpassedher.Icould

hear,fromtheotherroom,Luthandoarguing

withNkosi.Iwentandpackedmybagsthecab

thentoldthedrivertotakemetoahotel.Onthe

waymyphonerang.

Me:“Hello?”Iansweredwithouteven

checkingthecaller.

“ItsLwandoandtellmewhereyouare.”Iam

thetypetoalsotoleratezerotolerancefrom

bullshit.Iendedthecall,blockedhisnumber



andplacedmyphonebackintheback.Withthe

moneyIhadIpaidthecabbeforegoingto

checkin.Ithanwalkedtomysuite.Iwas

contemplatingcallingSasbutsheismylast

optionrightnow.WhocanIpossiblycall?Hugo?

Hedoesn'tcareaboutanyonebutmaking

moneythatone.

“Mamelo?”Forthenext5secondsIsaid

nothing

Me:“Hey.Iuh...Ineedyourhelp.”

Sas:“With?”

Me:“CanyouflytoDurban.”

Sas:“HawuMamelowithwhatmoney?”

Me:“SasIneedyouokay?Please.”

Sas:“Why?”Iknewshewasn'tgoingtogive

upuntilIgaveherareason.

Me:“LuthandobeatmeupandIneed

someonerightnow.Please.”



Sas:“Mimistoplying.”

Me:“IamtellingyouthetruthSas.Famifyou'd

seehowIlookrightnowyouwouldbelieveme.

”

Sas:“Howbadisit?”

Me:“Youdon'tevenwanttoknow.”

Sas:“CanIsendsomeone?Iknowsomeone

thatsidebutshewillcostyou.”

Me:“Okayfamo.”

Sas:“PleasegoseeadoctorMimihle!Ihate

youfordatinghimbecauseIalsolikedhimbut

neverwouldIwishforhimtobeatyou.”

Me:“Iamnotgoingbacktohimfamo.That'sa

promise.Somemenarejustsuchtrashthathe

evendisgustsmefam.”Shebrokedownonthe

otherside.

Me:“Sasdon'tcry.”

Sas:“MimiIfeellikeyouhavewentthroughso



muchthatyoudon'tdeservesuchmistreat.

FamIwastherewithyouwhenyouwereall

beatenup.”

Me:“Don'tworryfamo.Iamabiggirl.Ithink

youknowthat.”

Sas:“Hewillgetapieceofmymind.Iam

goingtocallhimandalsosendmemy

resignationletter.”

Me:“Thereisnoneedforthatfamo..”

Sas:“Justwatchme!”Shethanendedthecall.

IlaiddownonthebedwhileIsatandendured

thepain.SasbettercomeformecauseIam

dyingrightnow!
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Luthando

“HowcanyoubeatherlikethatLuthando?!Are

youcrazy!”ShewaswalkingbehindmeasI

furiouslymarchedtomycar.

Me:“NotnowBless!”



Bless:“Yesnow!”Sheroughlyheldmyhand

andturnedmearoundbeforefiringaslapatme.

Bless:“Now...BeatmejustasyoudidtoMimi.

”Shewassoshortbuthadthecourageto

compelmeintodoingsomethinglikethattoher.

Blessismysister.Ilovehersodamnmuchbut

neverwillibeather.Nomatterwhat.

Bless:“I'mwaitingLuthando!”

Me:“Iwon'tentertainyou.”Iturnedaroundbut

sheonceagainpulledmeandslappedme

...twice!

Me:“WHATTHEHELLISWRONGWITHYOU!!!

”

Bless:“Yourangerandyouractionsarewhat's

wrongwithme.YouhaveamotherLuthando.A

sister.WouldyoulikeitifNkosioranyonefor

thatmatter.Beatmeupjustthewayyoudidto

Mamelotoday?Luthandoyou'reselfish.”

Me:“Idontevenwanttohearit.”



Bless:“Luthando-”Igotinmycaranddrove

outleavinghertostandalone.

Mamelo

TheguythatSasrequestedforhimtocome

andfetchmewasactuallySlim.Hisrealname

beingCraigJonathan.Heiscoloredandwhen

weattendedMafikengHighhewasinMatrix

whileIwasanewbiedoinggrade8.Hehelped

mewithmybagsbyloadingthemintohisbrand

newsilverMercedesBenzC-class.

Me:“Ilikeyourcar.”Hechuckledabit.

Slim:“You'restillthesameMameloIknew

backthan.”

Me:“Whyareyousayingthat?”

Slim:“Beautiful,shyandalwayssayingdumb

stuffjusttobreaksilence.”Ilaughedathow

accuratehewas.

Me:“Hahathat'struehey.”

Slim:“Iknow.”Iwentandgotinthefrontand



hejoinedme.

Slim:“Mindtellingmewhathappenedtoyou?”

Me:“Igotintoafightwithsomeguy.”

Slim:“You'relying.”

Me:“I'mnotthough.Youjustdon'tunderstand.

”Hechosetonotentertainmyliesandjust

focusonthedriving.Wearrivedatthesecond

bestestateinDurban.Godhishousewasjust

beautifulandhuge.

Me:“Godthishouseistheish!”Hechuckled.

Slim:“Itry.”

Me:“Whatareyouagain?”

Slim:“Agraphicdesigner.Iactuallydesigned

myhouse.”

Me:“Itissobeautifulandreallywelldesigned.

”

Slim:“YoucangoinsolongIunloadyourbags.

”



Me:“ThankyouSlim.”

Slim:“You'rewelcome.”Iwalkedinsidethe

houseandimmediatelyIbeganmy

introspection.Thethemewasblackandwhite

butitwasn'tyourtypicalcolorlesshouse.Itwas

beautifulandtheinteriordesignwasjustinthe

rightplaces.Awomandressedinawhiterope

andwhitesleeperswalkeddownthestairs

limping.Godshewasabeautifulyellowbone

withacutechubbyface.Mybodysizeand

heightbutshewasjustabitbiggerthenIam

andyoucouldtellsheisabitolderthenSlim.

“Hi.YoumustbeMimi.”Igaveherasmile.

“Excusethelimping.Ijustcamefroman

operation.”

Me:“I'msorry.”

Her:“Itsokay.”

Me:“IhopeIamnotaburden.Ipromiseto

leavethefirstthinginthemorning.”



Her:“Nonsense!Youaren'tdisturbing.I'm

actuallyboredofalwaysbeinghomealoneand

allthat.”Isaidnothingbutjustsmile.Slim

walkedin.

Slim:“Ohyoumetmywife.”Thisuneasy

expressionpaintedonherface.Wasshe

embarrassed?

Slim:“BabethisisMimi.Itoldyouthatshewill

beourguestsforafewdays.”

Sheclearedherthroat.

Her:“Yep!Wealreadyspokeaboutthat.”

Me:“Ididn'tquitecatchyournamethough.”

Her:“Unakho.”

Me:“Whatabeautifulname.”

Una:“Thankyou.I'llbeintheroomwith

Aviwe.”

Me:“Andthatis?”

Una:“Our...ourdaughter.”



Me:“OhsoyouknockedherupIsee.”I

winkedatSlimwhochuckled.

Slim:“Letmeshowyouyourroom.Babego

rest.”

Una:“Iwill.SeeatdinnerMimi.”

Me:“Okay.”IfollowedSlimwhileshewenther

ownway.EvenherguestroomhadaTV

Slim:“Youcanwatchwhateveryouwantto

watch.Actually,makeyourselffeelathome.

Okay?”

Me:“ThankyouSlim.Foreverything.”

Slim:“You'rewelcomeanddon'tcontactthat

bastardbecauseheruinedyouMimi.”Isaid

nothing.Thatwasatouchysubjectrightthere

thatIjustdidn'twanttohavebecausethenIwill

gobacktorememberthelookIgotfrom

Luthando.Purehatred.Iamsaidtomyselfthat

IwillnoteventhinkaboutLuthandobutIfound



myselfgoingtohiscontactdetailandthe

stupidsideofmeactuallywononconvincing

metocallhim.Surprisinglyheanswered.

Luu:“Mamelo?”

Me:“Haveyoucalmeddown?Wouldyoulike

tonowtalkaboutit?”

Luu:“YesIhavecalmeddownandnoIdon't

evenwanttotouchthatpoint.”

Me:“Sowillyoucontinuehatingme?”Hesaid

nothing.

Me:“Fine.GoodbyeLuthando.”Iendedthe

callandpouredmyheartoutbyusingtears.

Luthando

AfterMameloendedthecallsheleftmewithso

manyquestions.Afterthehorriblebeatingand

shestillcanspeaktomeinthemosttranquil

way?Whatwassheplanning.AfeelingofMimi

thatIcan'tseemtoshakeoff.Sheistoocalm

andquietformyliking.Thataloneisdangerous.



Nkosi:“What'swrong?”Iwashavingasmoke

outsidewhenhecameoutthewarehouseto

checkonme.

Me:“AfterafightwithBless.Howlongdoesit

takeforhertospeaktoyouagain?”

Nkosi:“Afterathousandtimesofaskingfor

forgiveness,flowerseverymorning,breakfastin

bed-”

Me:“Whoa!That'stoomuch.”

Nkosi:“Toomuchtowinbackthewomanyou

love?”

Me:“OkaybutMimijustcalled.Shewantsto

talk.”

Nkosi:“Youbeather!”

Me:“So?”

Nkosi:“Youfirsthavetoapologizeman.What

youactuallydidyouunforgivable.”

Me:“YeahbutheresheisaskingifI'dliketo



talkaboutit.”

Nkosi:“Andwhatdidyousay?”

Me:“Nothing.Iwasjustshocked.Ithoughtby

nowshehadwentandreportedmeforassault.

”

Nkosi:“Thatalonemeansonething.”

Me:“Whichis?”

Nkosi:“Shelovesyouman.”
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Mimi

IwassleepingwhenSlimwalkedintheroom.I

seriouslydidnotwanttobebotheredatthis

moment.

Slim:“ithinkyouneedtogodownstairs.”

Me:“Why?”Isatupstraight.Slim:“Someone

isheretoseeyou.”

Me:“Who?”



Slim:“Isuggestyoucomeforyourself.”

Me:“Okay.”Istoodupfromthebedand

followedhimdownstairswhereNataliewas

havingaconversationwithLuthando.Ididn't

carethattheyweretalkingbutwhatthehell

doeshewant?Oreven,howdidheknowIwas

here.NatalieandSlimexcusedus.Ididn'twant

tobeinthepresenceofLuthandobecausehe

intimidatesmetothemaxbutIhadtoputona

front.

Me:“Howdidyoufindme?”

Luu:“Itwaseasy.Ihaveconnections”

Me:“Youhavetabsonme.Justsayit.”

Luu:“IfIdidIwouldhaveknownthatyouarea

prostitute.”isaidnothing.

Luu:“Ohsonowyoudon'twanttosay

anything?Awhileagoyouwantedtotalkand

now?”

Me:“Ichangedmymind.Idon'twantyouinmy



lifeanymore.”

Luu:“Isthathowitis?”

Me:“Yes!”

Luu:“Iseriouslywon'trunafteryouandthat's

theleastthingI'dactuallyconsiderdoingnor

goodat.Immaleave.”Hewasserious.He

wasn'tgoingtofightforme...Forus!Hetook

hiscarkeysandwalkedoutthatdoor.AtfirstI

thoughtbewasbluffing.Thathejustwanted

metobegforhimtostaybuthereallyleft.I

reallyknowhowtochooseem!SlimandNatalie

camedown.

Slim:“Healreadyleft?”

Me:“Yeah.Howdoyouknowhim?”

Natalie:“LikeseriouslyMimi?Whodoesn't

knowLuthandoMolefi.ProphetDavid'sson?”

Me:“Hisfatherisaprophet?”Theyboth

mockedmebychucklingbutIhadmoretothink

aboutthanthat.Blessingisaveryspiritual



committedwomanandsheismarriedtoa

gangster.Nowherfathercreatedone?They

reallyknowhowtochooseem.

Me:“HasSascalledyouSlim?”

Slim:“Justtoaskonhowyou'redoing.”

Me:“Okay.Thanks.”Iwalkedbackupstairs.

Luthando

Iarrivedbackatmyhouse.NkosiandtheVeils

hadwenttotakecareofamatterthatIshould

betheoneleadingbutIranbehindsome

prostitutewhohappenstobemygirlfriend.Yes

she'sstillmygirlfriend.I'mnotevendenial.

Loyaltyrunsdeepinmyveins.Ifoundtheladies

inthepool.

Bless:“Where'sMimi?”

Me:“Wait?WasIsupposedtocomewithher?

”

Rose:“Thatiswhatyouweretoldtodo.”



Me:“Listenhere,Rosé,Iain'ttalkingtoyou.”

ShekeptquietthenIturnedtoBless.

Me:“YouwantMimi?”ItookoutSlim's

addressandthrewitather.

Me:“Gotakeher.”Unfortunatelyforherthe

addressfellintothepoolandgotwetsoshe

wasincapableofevenreadingit.Iturnedand

walkedbackintothehousewhereIwent

upstairsandbegantopack.Therewasabagon

thefloorwhichobviouslybelongstomy

girlfriendMamelowhohappenstobea

prostitute.Insidewasasexyonepieceand

someofherthings.Iplaceditinmybagthen

closedthem.Iamleaving.Idontevencare

abouthowshewillgobackhome.

Mamelo

IpackedmybagsbecauseIwantedto

immediatelyflybacktoJohannesburg

tomorrow.Ihadalreadyboughtaticketvia

internet.Justwaitingforthenighttoend.I



couldn'tstopmyselffromthinkingabout

Luthando.Seeinghimtodaybroughtbackthe

loveIhaveforhim.GodIlovethatmanandI

don'tknowwhy.Heisnotevenmyboyfriend.

Probablyjustaonenightstandsinceafter

fuckingIreceivedabeatingfromhimandalso

hekickedmeout,atfirstbeingunspecified.I

walkeddownstairswhereNataliewas.Shewas

aloneinthelounge.

Me:“Doyouhavesomethingstrongformeto

drink?”

Her:“Yeah..Ihave.”Sheledthewaytoawine

cellar.Itooktwowhitewinesoutandwentto

getmeawineglassbeforegoingtojoinherin

thelounge.

Her:“SoyouandMolefi?”

Me:“Argh!We'rehistory.”

Her:“You'rehissidechick?”

Me:“That'sabitoffensiveNatalie.”



Her:“Whatdoyouwantmetothink?Theguy

justlostawife.”Isaidnothingbutjustdrank

thewine.

Her:“Menlikehimdon'tloveeasily.Theyjust

hitandrun.”

Me:“Idon'treallycare.”

Her:“Ohreally?”

Me:“Ipromiseyou.”Shechuckledabit.

Her:“Tomeitseemslikeyouhavesomevery

deepfeelingsforthisguy.”

Me:“Notreally.HeisjustaguyImet.Nothing

big.”

Her:“You'rebeingindenial.Luulovedmycus

yesbutmaybehecanhavespaceforyouinhis

heart.”

Me:“Wait,cus?”

Her:“YeahbutIbarelyknewNoluntu.Thelast

timeIspoketoherwaswhenIwas12?Iama



Jacobs.”

Me:“Oh.“

Her:“Yeah.”

Me:“Didyouknowherrelationshipwith

Luthando?”

Her:“Abit.Theywereveryinlovethoughitdid

haveabitoftoxic.Luthandowasbewitched.

MakinghimloselovetowardsLuntuandalso

beingveryaggressivewithher.”

Me:“Whoa!That's...Idon'tknowwhattosay.

”

Her:“Dontsayanythinglove..”Shechecked

herwristwatch.

Her:“Mydaughtermustbeup.“Sheslowly

stooduptryingnottohurtherself.

Her:“Goodnight.”

Me:“Night.”shewalkedupstairs.

Luthando



IwasbythebardrinkingwhenCartiandChance

cametojoinme.

Carti:“Stillstressedabouttheprostitute?”

Me:“Shehasanameyouknow.”

Chance:“Mimi.You'restillstressedabouther?

”

Me:“Notreally.”

Carti:“Thenwhythehellareyoudrinkinglike

thereisnotomorrow?”

Me:“Ijusthadafewdrinksyoumoron!”

Carti:“Sorryman.”Iclickedmytongue.

Me:“DidyoufindLwando?”

Chance:“Heslipped...Again.”Thatjustmade

medrinkevenmore.

Me:“Ishouldgolookforhimmyself.I'll

definitelyfindhimwithouteventrying.”

Carti:“You'redrunk.”



Me:“Youlovestatingouttheobvious,dontyou?

”Hesaidnothingbutjustchuckled.Istoodup.

Chance:“Whereareyougoing?“

Me:“Tosleep.I'mleavingtomorrowmorning.”

Chance:“Why?”

Me:“What'sthereasontobehere?”

Carti:“Dude,therearemillionwomenoutthere.

Whycryforher?”

Me:“CanyoujustshutupCarti?Because

you'reseriouslystartingtopissme.”

Carti:“Yeah...Whatever!”Hestoodupandleft.

Chance:“StopfightingyourselfLuu.Youheard

Bless.She'souttheresomewhereman.Stop

hurtingyourselflikethisdude.”

Me:“ButIdon'twanther.”

Chance:“Whodoyouwant?”

Me:“Iwantthemotherofmychildman.Iwant

Luntubackbutshe'sgone.Thanthere'sMimi



whowassoclosetowinningmyheartbut

chosetolie.”

Chance:“Noluntuisgone.Wewereallthere

whenshewasonthecoffinanburied.Mimiis

theonlyonenow.Goforher.Shemaybea

prostitutebuttheyalsohaveheartstoo.”

Hestoodupandleft.
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UpinmyroomIreceivedacallfromSaswhichI

answered.“Hello?”Isaid“Where'sMamelo?”

Shesaidwithafiercetone.Iknewforsureher

andMimispokeandthatalonepissedme

becausethereisnothingIhatemorethentobe

discussed.



Me:“Sinceyoutwodiscussedmewhydidn't

youaskheraboutherwhereabouts?”

Sas:“Wedidn'tdiscussyou.”

Me:“Thenwhynotcallherandaskherwhere

sheis?I'mnotherbodyguard.”

Sas:“YouwillreapwhatyousowLuthando.If

anythinghashappenedtomyfriendIswearyou

willregreteverbeinginthisworld.”Ichuckled

beforeendingthecallandstripped.Itooka

showerbeforegoingtosleep.Themorning

cameandbeforeIleaveIwantedtocheckon

Mimi.JustsoIknowifshehascashtogoback

home.WhenIarrivedatSlim'shouseIonly

foundNataliewhohadtheirdaughterinher

arms.

Me:“Where'sSlim?”

Natalie:“HetookMamelototheairport.I'm

prettysureheevenmadeastopathis

workplacebecauseitsbeenanhournow.”Shit!



Me:“IjustwantedtoknowifMimiwasokay

butsincesheleftI'llseeherbackinJo'burg.”

Natalie:“OkaybutThando?”

Me:“Yeah?”

Natalie:“Doyouloveher?”

Me:“Idon'thavetimetochitchatNatalie.I'm

inahurry.”Shechuckled.

Natalie:“Byethan.”

Me:“Yeah...Whatever.”Igotoutthehouse

andgotinmycarbeforespeedingoff.

Mamelo

IarrivedatJo'burgnotsolate.ImmediatelyI

wenttochangeintosomethingsexyandbythat

timeIhadlongcalledLolita.Shecallsherself

WhiteChina.SheisoneofTrigger'sstrippers

andalsoapros.Islippedintoanicesee

throughdressandunderI'mdressedintoabra

andthongwhichhasglitter.IgrabbedmyLV

handbagthencheckedmyhair.Stillgood.The



makeupwashidingthebruisesthoughIcould

stillfeelthepainsofwhenhewasthrowingme

around.Iarrivedatthisnaarcerestaurantand

alreadyshehadavisitor.Thetwomen

introducedthemselvesasZweliandSmangelo.

IthoughtI'dhaveatalkwithherbutIguesswe

havecompanynow.Ourtalkwillhavetowait.

Zweli:“Youknow,IfeellikeIhaveseenyou

somewhere.”Hesaidtome.

Me:“Where?”Heheldheldchinuntilhe

snappedhisfingers.

Zweli:“DitsholofetsoNduna'sparty!That's

where.Youwerethehostess.”

Me:“Uhh...Correct.”itookasiponmymartini.

Me:“Areyoufamily?”

Zweli:“JustafriendofLuthando.”

Me:“Isee.”

Lili:“Whyisitlikeonlyyoutwoarehavinga

conversationandSmaandIarejustthe



audience?”welaughed.

Sma:“Ithinkweshouldgivethemspacethan.

”

Me:“There'snoneedguys.”

Lili:“Smaisright.Let'sgo.”Theybothstood

upandwenttoanothertable.Leavingmetobe

inaveryawkwardpositionwiththisguy.

Zweli:“Areyoureadytoorder?”

Me:“Uhh..”Itookthemenufromthetableand

wentthroughit.

Me:“Yeah.”Hesignaledforthewaitresswho

cameandtookourorders.

Zweli:“YoulookeduneasywhenImentioned

Luthando.Youtwohaveathing?”

Me:“Ijustknowhim.”

Zweli:“IkindafeltuneasytoowhenIsawthat

facialexpression.”

Me:“Why?”



Zweli:“CauseallofThando'sgirlsalwaysrun

backtohim.Evenifheisthetypeofmanheis.

Theystillrunback.”

Me:“Sogirlsareobsessedabouthim?”He

noddedsippingonhisdrink.

Me:“Iftheyarelikethat,whatdoeshedo?”

Zweli:“Dontbescared.”iswallowedthelump

ofsaliva.

Me:“I'mlistening.”

Zweli:“Theyjustrandomlydisappear.”Ifelta

verysharppainonmyheartbeforeclearingmy

throat.

Me:“That'sreallybad.”

Zweli:“Iknowright?ButIgetwhereheis

comingfrom.Possessivegirlsareaproblem.If

theydon'truinyourlife...”Heshookhishead.

WhenourlunchwasoverLolitaandIfinallygot

sometimetospeak.

Me:“IwanttobeoneofTrigger'sgirlsnow.A



stripperperhaps.”

Lolita:“Whythesuddenchangethough?”

Me:“I'mtiredofbeingaprostituteOkay?Ijust

wantabitofchange.Maybeafterprostitution

I'llconsidergettingastablejob.”Ishruggedmy

shouldersbeforesippingonmycocktail.

Lolita:“Girlslikeusreallydon'thavealifeout

therebutbeingpeople'sslaves.I'vebeentrying

sohardtogetastablegoodpayingjobbutI've

beensearchingforyearsnowandIrealized

nowthatthemostpayingjobistousethisbody

Iwasgiven.”Isighed.Thiswassodepressing.

Me:“Areyougoingtohelpmeornot?”

Lolita:“Whenyouhavetimecometothe

undergroundclub.I'llhaveashiftplacedon

checkforyou.”

Me:“Thanks.NowIhavetodealwithHugo.

GodIamsureheisgoingtogivemehell.”

Lolita:“Goodluckbabe.Youknowwhat



happenedtomewhenIwantedtoleaveHugo

plusyou'rehisbestgirls.”

Me:“Hugoisn'tdangerous.I'lljustgivehima

validreason.“Shechuckled.Istoodupfrom

thebarstoolthenImademywaytomycarand

immediatelydrovetoHugo.Thatishisclub

nameofcourse.WhenIarrivedhewasinhis

officesippingonhisdrink.Myexistencehyped

him.

Hugo:“Mimi!Godit'sbeenawhilesinceI've

seenthisbeautifulface.”ilowkeywantedto

rollmyeyesbutdidn'thavetheguts.Itooka

seat.

Me:“HeyHugo.”Hesignaledtooneofhis

mentobringmesomethingtodrink.

Me:“I'mnotheretostayHugo.Ijustcameto

tellyouthatI'mleaving.”

Hugo:“Leaving?Towherethough?”

Me:“Home.ThismeansIamquittingmy



positionhereatHugh.”Hechuckledabit

mockingme.

Hugo:“MimiIhavethisbusinesspartythatI

needtoattendto.Idon'tknowifyouknowthis

butChanceisinSouthAfricaandIneedto

makeaverygoodimpression.Heownsa

pharmaceuticalcompanyandIthinkmydrug

willgivehimagooddeal.Onehewon'teven

stomachdeclining.”

Me:“Takeoneoftheothergirls.Iam

unavailable.”

Hugo:“WhosaidI'masking?”Theonelook

saidalotthatIwillnotbegettingoutofthis

onethateasily.
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Luthando

IarrivedatmyhousewheremomandIngrid

wereintheloungechilling.Theywerereally

happytoseeme.Afterafewwordsexchanges



withmymothermydaughterandIgottomy

bedroom.Ifirstlyplacedherdownbeforetaking

myshirtoffandlaiddown.Shewasonmy

chestandshewasclosetosleeping.

Me:“Sodaddydidthemosthorriblethingto

thenicelady.Yourememberher?GodIngridI

regretlayingmyfingersonherbecausejustlike

her,Iamnotperfectbutagain.TheonethingI

hateisbeingtakenforbull.Loyaltyandhonesty

isimportanttomebecauseIamalwaysloyal

andhonesttopeoplebuttheyalwaysseemto

takethatforgranted.Doyouthinkdaddywas

selfish?”Herroundsavageeyeswerestill

opened.

Me:“IdoubtIwasselfishthough..”Myphone

rang.ItwasanincomingcallfromNkosi.

Me:“Heita.”

Nkosi:“Soyouarrivedsafely.Iwasjust

checkingonyou.”

Me:“I'mhomesafetwinie.How'sthingsthat



side?”

Nkosi:“WewereabletocaptureLwando.Carti

isstillbusywithhim.Ijustwanttoknow,are

yougoingtoMimi?Likeareyougoingtofix

things?”

Me:“Nahman.IthinkherandIshouldjustbe

apartbecauseafterwhatIdidshewillalways

liveinfearwhenI'maround.”

Nkosi:“Foronceyou'reputtingsomeone's

feelingsfirst.Ithinkthat'salsoagoodthing

man.You'regrowingup.”Ichuckled.

Me:“How'smysister?”

Nkosi:“Shecan'tstoptalkingaboutKhaya

meaningtomorrowwe'regoingback.Sheis

lowkeygivingmehints.”

Me:“IguessI'llseeyouguysthan.”

Nkosi:“Cool.Seeyoufamo.”

Me:“ByeFamo.”Iendedthecall.Already

NoluthandowassleepingsoIslowlyplacedher



onthebedandwalkeddownstairsonaquestto

findsomethingIcouldeatbutstoppedwhenI

heardmymotherspeakingonthephone.

“Imissyoutoomylove...Argh!Perksofbeing

richIguess.”Thislovetalkingkeptongoingfor

minutesandIwasjusttheretraumatized.How

oldismomagain?

Mamelo

“Hugoyouhavetoletmego!”Ibangedonthe

table.

Hugo:“Dontbangmytablelikethat!Doyou

evenknowhowmuchthiscosts?”

Me:“Idon'tevengiveaflyingfuck.Justknow

thatIamnotintimidatedbyyouHugo.Iam

goingtoleave.IfitmeansthatIshouldpayyou

themoneyyouspentonmethenIwillbutjust

knowIwon'ttolerateyourshit.”

Hugo:“Fine!Paymemyhalfamillion.Inthe

meantimeyouwon'tbegettinganyclients.”



Me:“YoucantofuckyourselfHugo!I'llbring

yourlittlecash.”Istormedouttheofficeand

mademywaytomycar.FirstlyIdidnotknow

howIwillgetthecashandsecondlyIdonteven

haveastablejob.Iwillhavetogetthatposition

attheundergroundclub.OnceIhavesettled

Hugo'sdebtthenIwilllookforastablejob.I

wasclosebytheTabooloungewhenIreceived

acallfromNoma.

Me:“HelloMma.”

Her:“HeyMimi.Couldwehavelunchtogether

please?Thandotoldmethatyouhavearrived.I

justcouldnotstopthinkingaboutyou.”

Me:“Can'tweschedulefortomorrow?Iam

kindofbusyatthismoment.”

Her:“Withwhat?”

Me:“It'spersonalNoma.”

Her:“Thenlet'sscheduleforbrunch.”

Me:“That'sevenbetter.Youwillbookatable



forusright?”

Her:“Iwilldoso.Thankyoulove.”

Me:“ByeMma.”Iendedthecall.Iplacedmy

phoneinmyslingbagbeforeheadinginsidethe

lounge.Iorderedtwomartinisandalsoa

cocktail.NexttomewasalightsvisionofNkosi

dressedinasuitandmumblingsomeswear

words.

Me:“Badday?”Helookedup.GoshIfellin

lovewithhishazeleyes.

Him:“Youhavenoidea.”

Me:“Mindsharing?”HeplacedhisiPhone8

onthebartable.

Him:“Mylifeisjustcrumblingdown.Mywife

wantsadivorce.”

Me:“Wife?”Imean,hewasyoung.Well,he

lookedyoung.Iglancedathislefthandandyep

hehadonaring.

Me:“Isee.”Heexhaled.



Him:“Ican'tdealwiththeinsecuritiesthough.

”

Me:“Imean,I'dbeinsecure.”Itookasipon

mycocktail.

Me:“Howlonghaveyouguysbeenmarried?”

Him:“3years.”

Me:“I'msorry..”

Him:“Kevin.KevinThompson.”

Me:“I'msorryKevinbutthat'stheperksof

marryingyoung.”

Him:“Tellmeaboutit.”Hegulpeddownhis

Hennessey.

Him:“Weshouldgositatamorequiettable.

Themusicisjustfuckingaroundwithmyhead.

”

Me:“That'sagoodidea.”Westoodupand

walkedtotheVIPlounge.Itwasmuchbetter

thanthegeneral.Hespoketothewaitresswho



laterbroughtabucketfilledwithiceandMoet

bottlesinside.

Kevin:“YoudrinkMoetright.”

Me:“Myfavorite.”

Kevin:“Thisisallyours.”Hegavemeasmile

revealinghisperfectwhiteteeth.Our

conversationbegan..
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Mimi

Thenightwasstillyoung.KevinandIstayedat

theloungefor6wholehoursdrinkingalcohol,

talkingaboutourlifetroubles.Ievenendedup

tellinghimthatIamaprostituteandIeventook

himoverfromwhenIwasn'tjustemotionally

abusedathomebutalsophysicallyuntiltoday.

Heunderstoodme.Heevengavemeadvice's

andthatsinceheisabusinessmanandthathe

alsoseesmypotentialhecangetmeajob.I

didn'twanttotaketheshortcutbutthisismy



onlyhope.Ihadtotaketheoffer.Not

everythingwasaboutourstrugglesandfuture

plansbutwespokeaboutourinterestsbut

againwentbacktospeakingaboutPelontle

whoishiswife.Niggahas5kids.Unfortunately

thesixthonepassedonduetothestressher

wifehad.Icouldseethehurtinhiseyesbutthe

stupidjokesItoldhimwereabletoputasmile

onhisfaceandmakehimforgetabouthis

problems.Weendedupgoingtohispenthouse

thenwerolledajoint.Itwasactuallythefirst

timeIhavehadweedbutIendedupenjoying

thefeeling.Kevinandihadsexthatnighttoo.I

couldn'thelpmyselfbecausefirstly,truthbe

told,KeviniskakattractiveandalsoIjust

neededarelieverandatthismoment,alcohol,

weedandsexweremyoptions.Inthemorning

atroundabout10hehadmadefatcakes.He

wasprobablyhighforhimtomakefatcakes.

HowcanheevenmakefatcakeswhenIdon't

evenknowwheretostartmakingthem?



Me:Youseriouslycookedthese?

Kev:Yep!TT'smomusedtomakethemandI

wasattentivelylookingathereverymove.

Thandobeingherchildhoodfriendandstill

todaytheyarestillfriends.

Me:Theytastegooood!

Kev:Thanks.

WefinishedeatingthenIwenttotakeashower

beforedressingintotheclothesIhadwornthe

previousnight.

Kev:IguessIwillseeyouaround.

Me:Sowewillstillbeseeingmoreofeach

other?

Kev:Ican'tliebutyou'refun.We'reboth

emotionallydrainedandbynowIshouldbe

freakingoutbutI'mnotbecauseItrustthat

you'renotliketheothergirls.Youwon'tmake

mylifemiserablebutifyoudoI'llkillyou.



Me:Niggaplease!Youloveme.

Webothlaughed.

Me:Butwedidn'tcatchfeelingswhichisagood

thingmeaningwecanstartafriendship.Idon't

reallycatchfeelings.

Kev:Andthankyouforthat.

Ismiled.

Me:Butonaseriousnotethough.Youknow

yourwork.

Hejustchuckled.

Kev:Iknow.

Irolledmyeyes.

M:HowwillIgetmycarthough?

Kev:IguessIhavetotakeyoubackattheclub.

Ishouldhavejusttoldmymentobringit.

Me:Weweredrunk.Imean,wewerebarely

evenusingourheads.



Kev:That'saccurate.

HegrabbedthekeystotheBenzythenwe

walkeddown.ThisiswhenIgotagoodviewof

thepenthouse.Itwasveryfancy.Aextravagant

lifestyle.Thethemewaswhitewithabitofgold

andIgottoseethathardworkpaysoffwhenI

gottoseeagoldJeepparkednexttothesilver

Benz.Thosewerejustthetwocarsinthe

garagebutdamn!

KevinfirstwaitedtillIwasinmycarthenwe

bothmadeourwayoutoftheloungepremises.

Sasenteredtheapartmentwithmesinceihad

calledheronmywaytoRosebank.Shecould

notstopaskingaboutmywhereabouts.

Sas:So?

Me:Sascanijustgohavesomethingtoeat

withyounotaskingmewhereIslept?

Sas:Obviouslyyou'regoingtoordersobythe

timewewillbewaitingyouwillfillmein



Isighedbeforegrabbingthetelephonethen

calledandorderedsomeChineseandalsomy

secondorderwasatfishways.

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellmeSlimmarriedaolder

womanthenhim.

Sas:Youlie?

Me:Wait...Youdidn'tknow?

Sas:Cha!Ihavespokentohimafewtimesbut

henevermentionedbeingmarriedthoughhe

didtellmeheisgoingtobecomeafather.

Me:Thenheisalsomarried.Iwassurprisedbut

theyarecutetogether.NatalieJacobs.That's

her.

Sas:She'slikesomedesignerright?

Me:Ionceenteredherstudyanditwasfilled

withsketchbookssoIbelieveso.

Sas:PlusalltheJacobsfamiliesarerich.



Noluntu'sfatherisabusinessman-

Me:Let'snottouchthattopic.

IwalkedtomyroomwhereIwentandcharged

myphone.Therewasamessagefrom

Luthando.Ididn'topenitthough.Iseriously

wanttodistancemyselffromtheguy.Heistoo

toxicforme.Plusiamworkingongettingmy

lifeoncheck.

Sas:So?Alreadyyouhavemovedon?

Wewerenowsittinginthelounge.

Me:IsleptatLolita'splace.

Sas:Mxm!Isee.Whatwereyoutwotalking

about?Menallnight?

Me:That'snotalllifeisaboutyouknoworisit

becauseofmylifestylethatyouthinkweonly

spokeaboutmen?

Sas:MimiI'm-

Me:Sorry?You'realwayssorryB.



Sas:PleasedontusethatBwordbecauseI

knowwhatyou'rereferringto.

Me:Whyareyoucatchingfeelingsthough?

Sas:WhosaidIamcatchingfeelings?!

Me:ComeonSasyoucanactbetterthanthat.

Sheclickedhertongue.

Sas:Itwasamistakecominghere.

Shestoodup.

Sas:YouactuallycalledmeandIdon'tknow

why.

Me:Doyouknowhowitistobenagged?

Sas:Youshouldhavejusttoldmetodropthe

pointthough!

Me:Ididthough.

Sas:Thanfuckyou!

Me:Fuckyoutoo!

Shegrabbedherbag.



Sas:Ihopeyougetanotherbeatingyouhoe!I

alsoknowyousleptatanotherwoman's

husbandyousickfuck.Enjoychowingmoney

thatyoudon'teventakeeffortinmaking.

Me:Bye!

Sheslammedmydoor.Iwasreallyexhausted.

StaceyjustdrainedtherestofthelittleenergyI

had.IhatethatbitchandIknowwhyIsuddenly

changed.SasisapieceofshitandifIcontinue

beingfriendswithherIwillonlyjustbebringing

morebacklucktome.Ideservebetter.

Me:Ideserveasparday.

Isaidtomyselfbeforestandingupfromthe

couchandwenttocheckonmyphonethatwas

busycharging.Idecidedtojustopenthe

messageandreadit.

“Youmustcomefetchyourbag

”iknewwhatbaghewasspeakingof.Ijust

repliedwith:Inoticedthatitwasmissing.Iwill



comefetchitlaterwhenimdonewithwhatI'm

doing.Thanks.

Iswitchedmyphoneoffafterthenwenttoget

thedoor.Ithankedthedeliveryguybutstopped

myattemptfromclosingthedoorwhenIsaw

Nomaapproachmyroom.

Me:Howdidtheyallowyouin?

Noma:Ihavemyways.MindifIcomein.We

needtotalk.
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IfirstlywentandpouredNomasomethingto

drinkbeforewewentandsatinthelounge.On

myhandwasawineglassfilledwithwhitewine.

Noma:FirstlyIwanttoask...What'sgoingon

betweenyouandLuthando?

Isaidnothingforlike6seconds.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Noma:WheneverIaskaboutyouheeither



snapsatmeorevenjustignoremyquestions

aboutyou.

Isighed.

Me:Noma...I'maprostitute.Iwasn'tina

relationshipwithyourson.Iwasjustthereto

satisfyhisneeds.Iguessthereasonhedoesn't

wanttotalkaboutmewasbecausewhatwe

hadjustended.

Noma:Oryoumean,NomaIliedtoLuthando

aboutwhatIdoforalivinghencehehatesme

somuchbecausehedespiseprostitutes.

Isaidnothing.

Noma:IwillnotjudgeyoubecauseIhavedone

thingsinmyyearswhenIwasbusystrivingfor

abetterlifeformysonandI.

Iraisedmyeyebrow.

Noma:IwaswithmenfortheirmoneyMimi.

ThemoneytheygavemeIwouldeitherfeed

myselforson.Luthandodoesn'tknowthis



becauseIliedtohimtellinghimthatIworkand

thatIhaveagreatpayingjob.Imadesurethat

mysondoesn'tknowthis.

Imouthedano.

Me:Soisthatafancywayofsayingthatyou

werealsoapros?

Noma:Yes.

Me:Damn!

Noma:Iknowright?

Shesippedonherwine.

Noma:IdontlikewhatLuthandoisdoingtoyou

becausenobodyisperfectMimi.Weallhave

flawsandskeletonsinourclosets.Just

becauseyouraprostitutedoesn'tmeanthat

youaren'thuman.Youcan'tbetteryourlife.You

canjustthosethingstaketimetoactually

develop.Likeafancylifestyle.Haveagood

payingjob.Luthandoknowsthisdammit!

Shewasbeginningtogetsofrustratedthatshe



evenstoodupfromthecouch.

Noma:Doesheknowwhattookmetoraise

him?!

Me:NomaIthinkyoushouldrelaxbeforeyou

saysomethingthatyouwillregret.

Alreadythewhitewinewasgettingtoherhead.

Noma:Heisungrateful.Iknowwhatyou're

goingthroughMimi.Havingpeopleturntheir

backsonyou.Beingconstantlyremindedthat

allyou'regoodatisseducingmen?Iknowthe

feelingslovehenceIamheretohelpyou.To

helpyougetbackwithLuthando.

Me:WhooaNoma.Holditrightthere.Idon't

wanttogetbacktogetherwithLuthando.Notin

thislifetime.

Noma:MimiIknowhedidyouwrong.

Me:HedidandIdeservebetterNoma.Iknow

thatyou'rehismotherandyouwouldhateto

hearasIsaythisbutLuthandoneedshelp.He



expresseshisfeelingsthroughangerandidon't

needthat.That'snotmyworth.

Noma:HeistakingclassesMimi.

Me:Wellitseemsliketheydon'thelp.

Noma:I'mnotfollowing.

Me:Noma,Luthandobeatmeup.

Hereyeswidenedlargerthansaucers.

Noma:No..

Sheshookherhead.

Me:WhenwewerebackinDurbanIsawasight

Ineverknewexisted.Iamnowdistancing

myselffromhimbecausehewillkillmeifI

continuewiththatrelationship.

Sheplacedherrightheadonherforeheadwith

hereyesclosed.

Me:Iknowforsureheistryingtobecomea

bettermanandIalsoknowawomanoutthere

ismeanttohelphimhealbutunfortunatelythat



womanisnotmeNoma.I'msorry.

Shetookaseatbeforegulpingdownherwine.

Noma:I'msorryMimi.IfIknewIwouldn'teven

havecameherebecauseIamsoembarrassed

rightnow.HowdareItryandgetyouguys

together?Iamsoashamedofmyself.

Me:Nomaitsnotyourfaultsopleaserelax.I

amnotangryatyouandIwon'tevenblameyou.

IjustwantyoutopleasehelpLuthando

becausewithhisbehaviorhewillbestuckalone

fortherestofhislife.

Noma:IpromiseyouMimi.

Shetookherbagthatwasonthecoffeetable.

Noma:Iwilldefinitelyhaveatalkwithhim.

Pleaseforgivehim.

Me:Ihavealreadyforgivenhim.

Firstlyshegavemeahugbeforeleaving.I

sighed.ThelookshegavemewhenItoldher

thatThandobeatmewillforeverremaininmy



head.Alookofamotherthatishurt.An

incomingcallfromanunsavednumberdelayed

mewhenIwasabouttogoandwashthewine

glasses.

Me:Hello?

Caller:Hey.ItsKevin.

Thatdeepsexyvoicejusttoldmethatindeed

itsMrhunk.

Kev:I'mcallingyouinconnectionaboutthatjob

offer.Wehaveawholelotofbusiness

categoriesinmycompany.Doyouthink

squeezingyouincorporateandcommunication

marketing?Youdidmentionsomethingabout

AAA.

Me:Soyouwerepayingattention?

Kev:WhenitcomestoworkIwillalwaysbe

attentive.SowillyoucometoThompson

Holdings?Ikindofwanttofinishoffwithyour

casebeforeheadingbacktoCapeTownand



dealwithsomethings.

Me:WhenshouldIpopin?

Kev:Ifnotnowthentomorrow.

Me:Okaythan.Iwillseeyoutomorrow.

Kev:Greatthan.MyPRagentswillassistyouif

youdonotgetmehere.Iamaverybusyman.

Me:Okaythan.Bye.

Kev:Bye.

IendedthecallthenIwenttodowhatIwanted

todoatfirstthenwhenIheadedtoThando's

placeIfirstlytookashowerthendressedinto

somethingnice.Abeautifulfloraldresswith

brandnewVersaceheelsthengrabbedmysling

bagandcarkeys.Ididn'tparkmycarin

Luthando'syardbutoutside.Therestofthe

wayIwalked.Itwasbusy.Therewerecars

outsideandbythelookofthingsFunekaand

herhusbandwerehere.Icountedto3before

ringingthedoorbellandBlessinggotit.Iguess



everyonecameback.

Bless:HeyMimi.Comein.

Thatwasawarmwelcome.

Me:(enteringthehouse)Ididn'treallycometo

stay.Ijustneedtograbsomethingfrom

Luthando.

Bless:Ok.

Wegottowhereeveryonewassitting.

Bless:Heyeveryonelookwho'shere.

Isighed.

Mandy:Heybitch!

Noma:Mandyplease.

Shestoodupsmiling.

Noma:IfIhadknownwewouldhavecame

together.

Me:Iknow.

Noma:Areyoujoiningus?



Me:No.Ijustcametograbsomethingthan

leave.

Zweli:Whydon'tyoustay?Imean,themorethe

merrier.

Ididn'tevenseehim.

Zweli:Comesitnexttome.

Me:NoZweli,IjustcametodowhatIcameto

do.Pleasedon'tdelayme.

Bless:Don'tforceherguys.

Zweli:Iamnottakingnoforananswer.

Hestoodupandcametogentlygrabmeand

takemetowherehewassitting.Ispotted

Luthando.Helookeduncomfortable.

Zweli:Mylady.

Rose:Ooh.Somebodyischeesy.

Zweli:Itry.

Icouldstayhere.NotwhereLuthandois.Ihad

justcametofetchmybag.WhymustIbe



compelledtobeinthesameroomashim?!

Me:I'lljustgogetmybag.

IyankedmyhandfromZweli.

Me:Excuseme.

Istormedupstairs,grabbedwhatbelongedto

meandleft.
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“Okay.Iguesswearedonehere.”Karlasaid

standingupfromthecouch.Wewereinthe

boardroomandwewerecompilingaprojectfor

myveryfirstclientandIhadtodoavery

impressivejobtoactuallygetapromofrom

KevinwhohasbeeninLondonforthepast

weeks.Hewashandlingsomethingvery

important.ThelasttimeIsawhimwasonmy

interviewthenhedisappearedintothinair.My

superiorKarlaisjustthemostlaidbackand

professionalwomanI'vemet.Wealsohappen

tobethebestoffriends.



Me:GodIjustcan'twaitforthisafternoon.

Igiggledinbetween

Karla:YouhavebeenexcitedsinceMrsCole

cameandchoseyoutohandlethisproject.

Me:Iknowright?Ithappensthatplanningthis

isjustsofunandmostofmytimehomeI

spenddoingresearch.

Karla:inafewhoursyou'regoingtoslaythe

meeting.Goodluck.

Me:Thankyou.

WemadeourwayoutandIgottomyoffice.

Thebossismyfriendhello!Karla'sPAwasin

myofficepagingthroughsomedocument.Until

Ifindmyownpersonalassistantshewillalso

beassistingme.Sheturnedwhensheheardthe

clicksofmyheels.

Isago:MissNyosi,Ihavebeenwaitingforyou.

Sheformallyaddressedmeafterstanding.



Me:Okay?

Iwalkedaroundthedeskandstoodinfrontof

myleatherchair.ThompsonHoldingsisa

success.Theyaffordanythingandformeto

workhereisjustthebestthing.

Isago:Thereisanewclient-

Me:Wait,already?

Isago:HewasrequestedtoyoubyMr

Thompson.ApparentlytheymetinLondonand

hetoldhimtocontactyoubutyouandMissK

werebusyintheboardroomsohelefta

message.ByMondayhewillbehere.

Me:Wow!Ok.Didheleaveanydetails?

Isago:Yes.Iwrotethemdown.

Hehandedthepapertome.

Isago:IsaacHugo.

AutomaticallyIjustfrozeinthesamespot.I

hadn'tgottenanycontactfromHugoinlike



weeks!IthoughtneverwillIgetanycontact

fromhim.

Me:Hugo?

Isago:Yes.Isthereaproblem?Imean,your

expression-

Me:There'snoproblem.Iwillbeincontactwith

himsoon.ThankyouIsa.

Isago:Ok.I'llgiveyousomespace.

Shewasabouttoleavebutstoppedandsaid:

Zwelicalled.Hewantedtosetadatewithyou.I

almostforgottotellyouthattoo.

Shesmiledthanleft.Thepapercontaining

Hugo'details,Itoreitfirstlybeforethrowingit

intothebinthentookmyseat.Forsome

secondsitranquillizedmyselfthanresumedto

doingmywork.

.

Theclipended.



Cole:ThatwasaveryostentatiousMimi.I'm

intrigued.

Ismiled.

Cole:Thesecondone.Aquainsea,IthinkIwill

considerthatbutIalsolikedthedeckforten.

Me:Dieghfo'tay.

Shechuckled.

Cole:I'mpullingyourleg.

I'vebeencorrectinghereversincewestarted.I

laughed.

Me:Betweenthetwoyoucan'tseemtoknow

whichtodetermine.

Cole:That'sright.

Me:Dieghfo'tayisayesbuttheexpressionyou

madewhentheAquainseaappearedwas

priceless.Youfellinlovewithitalmost

immediately.

Cole:True.Ishouldtakethatone.



Me:Thebestforyoursale.Yourteamtooseem

tobefanciedbyit.

Thefournodded.

Colw:Aquainseaitisthan!Sean?

Sean:Agreatchose.

Themeetingcontinuedtillitwasoverandthey

left.Iwenttomyofficeandfirstlycheckedmy

phone.Iseldomhaveeventhoughtabouttoday.

Therewereafewmessagesandamissedcall

fromZweli.Icalledhimbeforeleaving.Itwasa

Fridaysohewantedtogooutclubbingwithme.

IhadtobeinDurbanforNatalie'sbirthday.Slim

hadcalledtwodaysagoinvitingme.IfIgo

drinkingtonightitcanhappenthatImissmy

flightbutIcouldnotdisappointZweli.HimandI

havebeengoodfriendsthepastweeks.Hehas

sentmeflowerssometimeandweonceeven

wentoutforlunch.Icouldnotdisappointhim

soIcameupwithasillyplan.

AfterbathingIdressedintoanicenavygreen



pants/tightsthathadagoldandalsoblackbelt

withalongsleevehalffrontopenseethrough

silkyshirtandunderanicewhitedesignerbra

visible.Ifirstlypolishedmytoenailswhite

beforewearingmybrandnewwhitedenimthigh

bootsheels.Ifixedmyblonde,brownhairwhich

wasinmixwithmynaturalhairthatIdyed

brownwithblondemixed.Igrabbedanicesling

bagthanmademywaydownstairswhereI

enteredmycaranddrovetotheloungeZweli

hadsuggesterd.Thetimewasalready8pmso

setmyalarmtill12am.Zweliwaswaitingfor

meoutsidedressedinaveryniceoutfitthough

heisn'tmuchofadresser.

Me:Hey.

Hesmiled.

Him:Hey.Youlookbeautiful.Verybeautiful.

Me:ThankyouZweli.Youlookhandsome

yourself.

Him:Itried.



Helockedmyarmtohisthenwemadeourway

intotheniceclub.

Zweli:Myfriendsarehere.

Hedidn'tevenneedtotellmewhotheywere.

Chance,CartiandLuthandowerehere.Rose

andFunekaweresittingwiththeirspousewhile

Luthandohadsomewomanonhislap.Iguess

thingswon'tbesoawkwardsincehehas

someoneofhisown.Theirattentioncametous.

Funekahadagrinonherlipsthatdisgustedme.

Zweli:YourememberMimi?

Funi:Howcanwe.

Rose:IdoubtIwilleverforgether.

Ididn'tsmile.IhadnomoodtopretendthatI

likethemwhilstidont.ZweliandIsatdown

oppositeLuthandoandhisnewgirlfriend.

Funi:IlikeyouroutfitMimi.Youhaveaverynice

senseoffashion.

Me:Thankyou.



Funi:You'rewelcome.

Thingswerejustsoawkward.TheVIPisn't

reallythenicestplacetochillat.Iwantedto

danceandheartheloudmusic.Iwantedto

celebratemysuccessbuthereIwasboredasf.

ThingsgothotwhenMandyandKarabowalked

in.

Mandy:(singing)RunningouttathingsIcould

provemyself

waytoobusywinningIcouldlosemyself

Everydaytheygonhateonus.

HerandherfiancéTshepiwalkedinsingingthe

Caiphussongbysupermega.Shehugged

everyonebeforesittingnexttoTshepisoaka

Steezy.

Mandy:So,youandZweli?

Isaidnothing.

Mandy:HawuMimi.



Me:Yeah?

Mandy:Ain'tItalkingtoyou?

Me:Whatdidyousay?Ididn'treallycatchwhat

youweresaying.

Mandy:AreyouandZwelihavingathing?

Ilowkeywishedshehadcaughtthecurve.

Me:Uhm...We'retakingitonestepatatime.

IwishedtonothavesaidthatbutIwas

corneredbyalltheeyesandIwasn'taboutto

embarrassZweli.

Mandy:Ncoh.Goodforyouguys.

Funi:Yeah.Imean,theymakeacutecouple.

Me:Thanks.

Mandy:TshepiandIwerefirstfriendsbefore

gettingintoarelationship.Ijustwantedyouto

saythattomesoIcouldhityouwiththe,you

won'tbefriendsforever.

Iletoutasillychuckle.



Me:Isee.

IpattedZwelionhisknee.

Me:I'llbeback.

Zweli:Whereareyougoing?

Me:IpromisethatIwillbeback.

Zweli:Ok.

IstoodupandmademywayoutoftheVIPand

wenttotheotherside.Iorderedthreeshots

withastrongcocktail.Iwantedtobetipsyabit.

Ipassedbytheladiesbeforeheadingbackto

theVIPbutIbumpedintoLuthando.Forsome

timethingswerejustawkwardanditwas

silence.

Me:Hey.

Luu:Hey.

Againwewentbacktobeingsilent.

Luu:Youlooklikeameal.

OnlyLuthandocouldactuallysaythattomeata



timelikethis.

Luu:ButagainI'mnothungry.

Ipushedhimalittle.

Me:Canyouforoncebeserious?

Luu:What'sheretobeseriousabout?

Me:Just...Idon'tknow.Whatyousaidwasjust

silly.

Luu:Iwasbeinghonest.

Isaidnothing.

Luu:Imissyou.

IdidnotexpecthimtosaythatandIsmiled

internallybecausethathappenstobewhatI

wantedtohearcomingoutofhismouth.

Me:Imissyoutoo.

Icouldnotholdthatwithin.Ihadtosayitand

therewasmore.Ijustcan'tpretend.

Luu:Butnowyou'reinarelationshipwith



someoneelse.

Me:Iguess.You'realsoinarelationship.

Luu:Nope.Ijustneededsomeonetositonmy

lap.

Me:That'salie.

Luu:Itsthetruth.Nothingbutthetruth.

Me:Thenweshouldgobacktoourpeople.

Luu:Canwejustfixthings?I'msorryforbeating

youup.Idon'tevenknowwhatgotintome.I

guessangerwillalwaysgetabiggerpowerto

me.

Me:YouneedtofixyourselffirstLuthando.

Luu:Thepast7weeksI'vebeenattendingmy

classesagain.Theyareasuccess.

Me:Iamhappyforyou.Really.

Luu:IamhappyformyselfbecauseIwantto

becomesomeonewhoisbetter.NottheguyI

sawonabrokenmirror.



Itookhishand.

Me:Wecantalkaboutthistomorrow.Aboutus.

Icheckedmywristwatch.

Me:Ihavetogobacktomyplace.Ihaveam

earlyflighttomorrow.

Luu:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Durban.ItsNatalie'sbirthday.

Luu:IgotaninvitetoobutIhaveworktohandle.

IguessIwillseeyouMondaywhichisfar.

Me:Ipromisetomaketimetotalk.

Luu:I'llbewaiting.

Hepulledmecloserandwehugged.Hedidn't

pullout,sodidI...sowehuggedevenlongertill

webothpulledoutatthesametime.

Me:Bye.

Luu:Bye.

IwalkedandmyhandwasstillonhisuntilI



wentfurtherthentheysplit.IgottoZweli.

Zweli:Yousurelytookyourtime.

Me:I'msorryaboutthat.ZweliIhavetoleave.I

haveanearlyflighttoDurban.

Zweli:Ooh.Natalie'sparty.Irememberyou

tellingmeaboutit.

Me:Yeah.I'llcallyouwhenIarrivetomorrow.

Zweli:Ok.Iwillseeyou.

Hetookmyhandandkissedit.WhenIturned

Luthandowaslookingatus.Iclearedmythroat

thenIleftwithoutsayinganythingtotherestof

theirfriends.
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IarrivedinDurbananditwasverysunny.

ClimbingoutoftheplaneIhavemyhaton

holdingmyheadphones,phone,magazineand

myhandbag.Itookmybagsinsideandmade

mywaytothecabthatIcalledandwaitedfor

meandittookmestraighttoSlim'shouse.



Peoplewereherecelebratingherbirthday

already.Mostlytheirfriendshadcameto

celebrateherdaywithherandthethemewas

Aqua.Itwasjustwelldecoratedandthemusic

wasn'tsoloudbutjustonanaveragevolume.

WhenImetwithherIgaveheragiftthen

wishedherabirthday.Shewasdressedinan

Aquadresscomplementingherbeautifulthick

body.Onewouldswearshedidnotgivebirth7

weeksago.Slim'sguardtookmybagsforme

andtookthemtotheguestroomwhileNatalie

andIwentandcaughtupatourfavoritespot:

thebar.

Ihadacocktailonmyhandandshehada

martiniglass.

Natalie:Aaand?

Me:Andwhat?

Natalie:Heewenayougainedsoitseitherlifeis

verygoodthatsideoryou'reexpecting

someone.



Me:Expectingsomeone?

Shenodded.

Me:NatalieIamnotpregnant!

Natalie:Thenlifethatsideistreatingyoubetter.

Me:Ihaveastablejob.Iamamarketexecutive.

Isaidandthatfeltgood.

Natalie:Iseeyou'removinguptheladder.A

marketinexecutive?

Me:Yes.Ihavealwaysdreamedofbeinginthe

marketindustryandIamnotfulfillingmy

dreams.

Natalie:Iamsohappythoughandyoulookso

happy.

Me:IamthoughIhavenoyetfixedthingswith

Thando.

Natalie:Whatiskeepingyou?

Me:Idon'tknowbutfirstlyIwanttojustfind

myselfyouknow.



Natalie:Ncoohsweety.

Me:Independenceisthebestkeythough.Not

dependingonamanmakesmehappy.Not

beingtitledahoefeelsgoodNatalie.

Iwassoclosetosheddingtears.

Me:(wipingmyeyes)Godthesetears.

Webothlaughedthoughouremotionswere

surrounding.

Natalie:Iamsohappyforyouhle.Thefirstday

Ijustknewyouareanamazingwoman.An

amazingwomandoesnotdependonamanbut

striveforherselfbutshedoesneedamanby

hersidejustlikeaKingneedsaQueenright?

Me:That'sright.

Natalie:SoIamsohappyforyouMimi.

Me:Iamhappyformyself.

ThiscontinueduntilSlimcameback.Wewere

stilltalkingaboutbothourlivesandshe'dtell



mehowmuchAviwe,theirdaughter,would

wokethemupinthemiddleofthenightand

howwhenshecriesshewouldcrywithherbut

ourtimewasdelayed.Itwastimetositinthe

backsinceSlimandhisfriendswereaboutto

braai.Nataliegavemeacampchairthenwe

madeourwaytothebackandsataround.

Natalie:Haveyoucheckedourdaughter?

Slim:She'swithMiya.

Shesaidnothingafterthat.Shejuststoodup

fromhercampchairandwhenshereturnedshe

hadAviweinherarms.

Slim:Butbaby-

Natalie:Idon'ttrustthatfamilyofyoursso

pleasegivemeabreak.

Godshesoundedsosavage.

Slim:Ok.I'msorry.

Heturnedandleft.Natalieclickedhertongue.



Me:Wasthatnecessary?

Natalie:Youdon'tknowwhatthosepeoplehave

placedmethroughsopleasegivemeabreak

Mamelo.

Me:Chill!Idon'tevenknownorevenwantto

know.

NatalieandIwe'rethesame.Sheisratchetand

ghettoandIamalsoratchetandghetto.Ican't

keepmythoughtstoherselfjustasIcan't.

Natalie:Youwanttoholdher?

Me:ShelookssosmallthoughandI'mscared

ofbabies.

Natalie:Somedayyou'llbeamomMimisojust

holdher.

SlowlyItookAviwefromhermotherandtooka

goodlookather.Shewasabeautifulbrown

skinnedbabyandverypeaceful.Themost

beautifulpartwaswhenshewassuckingher

thumb.Shelookedabsolutelycute.



WhenweweregivenfoodIfeltsometypeof

sickeningway.IfeltnauseassoIjustgavethe

girlnamedMbalithefoodbackandwenttoget

myselficecreamfromthefridge.

Natalie:You'renothungry?

Me:Iam.Ijustfinnaeatsalamiorevensteak

andkidneypie.

Natalie:PieonaSaturday?

Me:Itsstillfood.

Natalie:Whataboutthemeat.Won'tyoulike

some?

Me:Givemeonethatdoesn'thavethatsalad

sauce.It'sdisgusting.

Sheplacedthemeatonasideplatethenwith

thebowlthathadicecreamandthemeatI

walkedoutholdingthem.Wheneverybodyleft

thetimewasexactly2inthemorning.Iwas

exhausted.IsaidmygoodnighttoSlimand

Nataliebeforeheadingtomyroom.



Funnysoundscomingfrommybelly,a

disgustingtasteonmytongueandasickening

feelingonmythroat..

Me:Pwaaaah!

Iwasonmykneesinfrontofthetoilet,vomiting.

Thefeelingwasn'tasamazingasithasnever

been.Itfeltasitmyintestineswerebeing

twisted.Iwasonthatsamepositionforsome

timethenIrinsedmymouth.

“Mimiareyoudone?”Iwipedmylipsbefore

headingbacktothebedroom.Nataliewasthere.

Natalie:Youneedtodoapregnancytest.

Me:Why?

Natalie:BecauseIwaspregnantbeforeandI

knowthesigns.Let'sgo.

Shetookmyhandandwemadeourwaytoher

room.Slimwasn'tintheroom.Thebedwas

madeandlookingallclean.Fromherdrawerto

tookoutapregnancytest.



Natalie:Urinateonthestickthenwaitfor

approximately5minutestillyougettheresults.

Itooktheboxandgotinherensuitandpeedon

thestick.After5minutes..

“Whatdoesitsay?”Iwalkedoutandturnedthe

stickforhertosee.

Me:I'mpregnant.

(sobetweenKevinandThando,whodoyou

thinkisthebabydaddy?)
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Luthando

SinceNkosiwasnotaroundIwastheonedoing

mostofthegangwork.Todayweweregoingto

catchsomegoonsthatstoleCarti'smerchants.

Idon'tknowwhotheywerebutKagisowas

leadingus.Whenyou'readrugdealeryoumake

suretoalwayskeepyourthingsoncheck.On

eachmerchantpackCartiplacedatracking

devicehencewegotaleadsoquickly.Oneof



thepacksaren'treallydrugsbutcrystalsthat

wereturnedintopowder.Onesniffthenyou

mightaswellbeina1000waystodie.That

packismadeforthethiefsobviously.We

arrivedattheabandonedwarehouseandwe

heardagirlgiggleandsomemalevoices.Ican't

believewecameallthewayfromJo'burgto

catchafewteenagefuckers.Ihitoneonthe

backofhisheadwithmyhand.Iwasmad.Ihad

tobehomewithmydaughterbutIamalready

runningaroundafterteenagekids!Theonegirl

stoodupandtriedtofightmebutwhatcouldI

possiblydotothiskid?Iheldherhandtightly

andtwistedit.

Me:Iamnotanannysowatchwhoyouwantto

playwith.

Her:Pissoff!

Carti:Ohshe'sfiestythatonehuh.

Ipulledtheteenandmadeherwalkinfrontof

me.Herclothesweredirtyandshesmelledof



sex.Outside..

Her:Whydon'ty'allkillmealready?

Carti:Youshouldlookforyourmomsoshecan

changeyourdiaper.

ShegaveCartithemiddlefingerandhejust

laughed.

Me:Where'syourmom?

Her:Whatdoy'allfuckerscare?

Iscaredherbymakingafakeattempttoslap

herandshetriedshieldingherfacewithher

hands.

Me:Iaskedyouaquestion.

Her:She...Idon'tknow.

Atfirstsheshowedemotionbutagainchanged

toherattitudeself.

Me:Youshouldgohome.

Her:Whateverfucker.



Isaidnothingbutjustkeptastraightface.

Her:Youain'tscaringme.

StillIsaidnothing.Shedidn'tknowwhattosay

nextsoshetriedfindingsomethingelsetodo

butshedidn'tknowwhat.Shelookedlike

someoneIknow.

Me:YoulooklikesomeoneIknow.

Her:Iknow.I'mKimKardashianssister.

Cartibrokedownwithlaughterthateventears

cameoutofhiseyes.

Me:Youshouldgodealwiththoseboys.

Carti:Cool.Continueinterrogatingugly

Kardashianoverthere.

Heenteredthewarehouse.Ilookedatherblack

eyesandlongAfricanhairandthehourglass

body...Trustme.Ican'tfindthis12yearold

attractive.

Me:DoyouknowMamelo?



Shefroze.

Me:Soyouknowher?

Her:Uhh...No.Idon'tknowwhothatmightbe.

Me:She'syoursister?

Her:DudeIdon'thavefamilyokay?Soleaveme

thefuckalone.

Sheturnedandwalkedaway.Iturnedand

walkedbackinthewarehouse.Shereallylooks

likeMameloandIbelievetheyrelate.

Mamelo

Mylifewasjustcrumblingdownaroundme.I

waspregnantandperplexed.AsfarasI

rememberLuthandoandIusedacondomandI

tookthepill.Afewdaysjustafterbeing

physicallyabusedbyhimIendedinbedwith

KevinwhoIevendoubtIusedprotectionsince

werebothhighlyintoxicatedandIwasso

preoccupiedthatIdidn'teventhinkofdrinking

thepill.Justaftergettingadecentjobthis



decidestohappen.Ababyisahuge

responsibilityandIwasjustsoconfusedabout

whattodobutIamnotgoingtoabortmybaby.

I'dratherhustlelikeIalwaysdidformyself.Iam

veryagainstabortionandIdoubtIamthefirst

persontofallpregnantwhilelifeisfallingapart.

WhenIarrivedinJo'burgitwaslateatnight

sinceIleftDurbanlate.AftershoweringIsatin

theloungewiththelightsoffandIwasjust

thinkingofwhattodo.Doingapaternitytest

whilepregnantcansometimesharmthebaby.I

wasn'tabouttokillmychildandlivewithmyself

knowingIcouldhavepreventedherorhisdeath

soitsanotothepaternitytest.Therewasonly

onethingleftandthatistoraisemybabyonmy

own.Ihaveajobandmoneyinmybank

account.Icanjustsaveupuntilmychildisborn.

I'llusethemoneyIhavetobuywhatevermy

babywillneed,clothes,formulas,toysetc.Gosh

alreadyIamplanning.Iwon'tlie,Iamvery

excitedaboutthispregnancy.Itjustfeelsgood



butitssomuchworkbutagainthisismybaby.

SheorhewillgetalltheloveInevergot.Iwill

rightthewrongsofmymotherthroughmychild.

Itsnottheendoftheworld.

IhavebeenignoringLuthando'scalls.Hehas

beencallingmesinceIarrivedandhehadno

intentionstogiveupsoIendedupanswering..

Me:Hello?

Thando:Areyouignoringme?

Me:OfcoursenotLuthando.WhywouldI?

Thando:IhavebeencallingyouMimi.

Me:Ijustheardthephonenow.Itactuallywoke

mefrommysleep.

Thando:Iamsorry.Ijustcouldnothelpbutcall.

IdidnotwanttoruinyourtimewithNatalie

yesterdayhenceIdidn'tcall.Ithoughttoday

wouldbethetimewhereIhearyourvoice.

IrealizedthatIwascryingwhenIfeltthetear

reachmynose.



Me:PlusIwouldn'thaveheardit.Iwashaving

somuchfun.

Thando:Thatmeanstomorrowit'llbeyouandI?

Me:Aboutthat...ThandoIcan'tmakeit.Ihave

somuchwork-

Thando:ButMameloweplannedtomeetand

talktomorrow.Youcan'tcancel.

Me:Iknowokay?Iamsosorry.Wecan

rescheduleforWednesday.That'sifIamfree

bythan

Thando:IamnotoneofyourclientsMameloso

don'tyoubetalkingaboutreschedulingwithme!

Me:(crying)StopshoutingatmeLuthandoor

elseIwillendthiscallandevenblockyou

permanentlyfrommylife!

Hestayedquietforsomeseconds.Allhedid

wasbreath.

Thando:I...Fine.Wecanreschedulefor

Wednesday.Icanwait.Idon'tmindwaiting.



Me:Luthando-

Thando:IsaidfineMamelooryouwantto

reschedulefornextyear?JustsayitMamelo!!!

Youdon'twantmeinyourliferight?

Me:IhavesomuchtohandleLuthando.Mylife

isamess.

Thando:Mylifeisamesstoo!

Me:Mineisworse.Ididtheworstthingever

andIjustdon'twantyoutobecaughtupinmy

shit.

Thando:Canwejustmeetandtalk?Mamelowe

canevenmeetatapublicplaceifyou'rescared

thatI'ddosomethingtoyou.Justdon'tpush

meaway.Please!

Hewascrying...Iwascrying.Itwasawhole

mess!

Me:LuthandoIdon'twanttohurtyousoto

avoidthatstayawayfromme.

Thando:Iamincapableofstayingawayfrom



youMimisoplease.Let'smeetandfixthisshit.

Please.

Me:Luthando-

Thando:Ihaveneverinmyentirelifeloved

someonelikeIloveyouMamelo.Myprevious

girlfriendsI'velovedmyIloveyousomuch.

ThatGodtypeoflove.

Me:MyloveistoxicLuthando.

Iwasstillcrying.

Thando:Itsstilllove!!!Itsstillthebestfeelingin

theworld.Itmaymakeyoucrybutitwillstill

remainlove.Therewillneverbeaperfectone.

Isaidnothing.

Thando:FuckitmaarnMamelo!!

Thephonejustwentdead.Ibelievehebrokehis

phone.Ihuggedmypillowandcried.Iliterally

pourmyheartonthecouch.

(LuthandoandMimi'ssongisdefinitely
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Luthando

Iwishedtojusterasenotjustthestrong

feelingsIhaveforMimibutalsoIwishtoerase

herfrommyheart.IknewlovehurtsbutIdid

notthinkitcancometoapointwhereIendup

cryingbecauseoflove.Iliterallyshedtears.

Thiswasnotme.Thiswasawholedifferent

personandIdidnotwantthisstupidactof

minetocontinue.Iamadamngangsterfor

God'ssake.I'mnotsupposedtoshowemotion.

MorningcameandIhadsleptinthecouch.

WhenIfeltthesunshitmyeyesIcoveredmy

facewithmyhandsandstayedinthatposition

forthattimebeingthenrubbedmyeyes.Istood

upfromthecouchandmyeyeslandedonmy

brandnewiPhonethatwasshatteredonthe

floor.Isighed.IguessIhavetostartoveragain

becauseallmybusinesscontactswereinthere



butagainKagisogotme.That'soneofthe

advantagesofhavinganITguy.Iwentandtook

ashowsthendressed.Ihadonmywhite

Jordan'swithawhitedesignershirtandblack

kneerippedjeans.Iplacedonmywatchthen

checkedmyeyes.Myfacehadpinkspotsbut

theyweren'tthatvisible.Igotinmycarand

firstlybeforeheadingtoworkIFaceTimedmom

andIgottoseemydaughter.Oncethatwas

overmyjourneytoworkbegan.Notmuchwill

bedone.Justafewpaperworktosignandhave

atalkwiththeCOO.

Mamelo

InthemorningIwokeupfrommybedandwent

totakeabath.Mybodywasachingandmy

eyestoo.IdressedintoaGreywhitemixed

dresswithpurewhitebrandnewheels.I

combedmyPeruvianbeforegrabbingmybag

andkeysandheadedtomycar.Myfacewas

paleandIwasn'tmyselftodaybutIhadtogoto

work.WhenIarrivedthefirstpersonto



welcomememakingawholelotofnoisewas

Kevin.Hewasinagoodmoodandhadlocked

himselfupintheoffice.Weactuallybumped

intoeachotherwhenhewashavingatalkwith

someguy.Inhisoffice..

Kev:Lookinggood.

Me:Iknow.Mymirroralreadyconfirmedthat

forme.

Kev:Mxm!

Hemessedmyhairaround.

Me:MrThompsonweareatwork!

Kev:Yeayea.Look,youhaveaclientinjusta

few.Ijustwanttosayyou'redoingan

ostentatiousjobMimi.Iknewthispositionwas

foryouandnotbecauseofourpersonalissues.

Thishereisconfidentialandstrictlybusiness.

You'reamazing.

Me:Thankyou.:-)

Kev:AndColewantstohavebrunchwithyou.I



justgotoffthephonewithhersoIsuggestyou

goandfinishoffwithyournewclientthengo

pleaseyourmoneymaker.

Me:Ok.Seeyou.

Kev:ByeMimz!

Iturnedandwalkedouthisoffice.AtleastIdid

notfreezewhenIsawhimthoughIdidfeel

guiltybeinginthesameroomashim.Apartof

mehatedmefordoingthisforLuthandoand

anotherpartofmehatedmebecauseIcould

probablybedeprivingsomeoneachanceof

beingafatherthoughhedoeshavekidsbut

that'snotthepoint!InmyofficeIfoundHugo

coziedupontheleatherchair.Hewaseven

hummingatuneashisfocuswasonhisphone.

Iclearedmythroatandheturned.

Hugo:Mamelo...Youkeptmewaiting.

Me:WhatareyoudoinghereHugo?

Hugo:Ishouldbeaskingyou.Afewweeksago



youwereaprostitutebuttodayhereyouarea

professionalandlookingallindependent.

Me:Peoplehaveskills.

Hugo:Youknowyours.

Me:You'rewastingmytimeHugo.

Iwasbeginningtolosemycool.

Hugo:Ofcourse.Shallwestart?

Me:I'dsuggestyoufindsomeoneelsetoassist

youbecauseIrefuse.

Hugo:Isthishowyouwilltreatmejustbecause

nowyouhaveagoodjobworkingforthemost

richestman?Don'tforgetthatyouwereeating

inthestreetsandItookyouinyoulowlifebitch!

Me:GetoutHugo!

Silentlyatearfellfrommyeyedownmycheek.

Kevinwalkedin.

Kev:IhopeIamnotdisturbing.

HugoandIdidnotbreakeyecontact.We



lookedateachotherstraightintheeye.

Kev:Mimiwhyareyoucrying?

IsaidnothingtoKevin.Ilookedawayfrom

Hugodid.

Hugo:I'mjusttryingtoputthisbitchinherlane

MrThompson.Don'tworry.

Kev:Whoa.Bitch?Whywouldyoucallhera

bitch?

Hugo:BecauseIknowonewhenIseeone.You

betterbringmymoneyorelseIwillendyou

Mamelo.Youwillregretevermessingwithme.

Hetookhisphone.

Kev:Youforgotsomething.

Hugo:What?

KevinsentapunchacrosshisfaceandHugo

stumbled.WhenIgotanotherviewofhisface

hisnosewasbleeding.

Kev:Getthehelloutofmycompanyanddont



worry.IwilltakeapictureofthecheckI'mgoing

towriteoutforyou.

Hugo:You'regoingtobreakourtruceover

somewoman?

Kev:Iwasraisedbyone.

Hugostaredatmebeforeleaving.Iwas

surprised.Hedidthatforme.Heturnedand

lookedatme.

Kev:WhatthehellMamelo?

Me:He-

Kev:IknowwhoheisandIbelieveyouusedto

workforhim.

Me:YesandnowIwantoutofthejobbutheis

givingmeahardtime.

Kev:Howmuchdoyouowehim?

Me:Kevin-

Kev:Howmuch?!

Isighed.



Me:Halfamillion.

Henodded.

Kev:Getbacktowork.

HewalkedouttheofficeandIthrewmybody

onthechair,heldmyheadwithbothmyhands

andsighedoutloud.

Me:Mylifeisamess!

Istayedlikethatforsometime.Ifirstlycalled

DrPhilipssettingupanappointmentwithhim

for2pmthenIwenttodoingmyjob.

Luthando

Gloriabargedintomyofficewithherheels

makingsoundsandcametobangherhandsin

mytable.

Gloria:Where'smymoneyLuthando?

Me:Whatmoney?

Myfocuswasonthecomputer.Iwassearching

foraplayhousedecorformydaughter.Sheis



growingupsoshemightaswellgetaplay

house.

Gloria:YeyMolefiwhere'smymoneydammit?!

Me:Yerrrwena!Whatmoney?

Iwassofurious.Iambusywithsomethingso

seriousandshedecidestobargeintomyoffice

likeshe'senteringKarabo'shouse.

Gloria:Lastnight5andhalfmillionwastaken-

matteroffactitwasstolenfrommyaccount.

Me:so?

Gloria:Youaretheonlyonewholovesplaying

thesetypesofgamesbutnowitsnottimeto

play.Where'smymoney?

Me:Inmypocket.Wannacomegetit?

Sheexhaledloudly.

Gloria:IamseriousLuthando!Whohasmy

money?

Kagisowalkedinandbeforetalkingbusiness



hegreeted.

Kagiso:I'vegotsomenews.

Me:Whichare?

Kagiso:Lwandowasabletoescape.

Gloria:And?

Kagiso:Hehadhispeopleshootyoursister

Blessingbossman.

Me:What?!
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Istoodup.

Me:HaveyoukeptaleadonLwando?

Kagiso:He'sinCapeTown.That'swhereBless

wasshotandbythattimeNkosiwasatthe

BasecampwiththerestoftheDraculagang.

Me:Iwantalead.

Kagiso:TheVeilmustcomewithyou.Dracula-

Me:IwilltakeXavierandJoaquin.



Kagiso:UnfortunatelyJoaquinisbusywiththe

RussianmobinCapeTowntoo.Heishandling

ChadJefferson'scase.

Me:IwilltakeXavier.Iwantyoutocallhimfor

meandgetthejetreadytoo.

Kagiso:Onit.

Gloria:ThatmeansIwillhavetocallanITtoget

tothebottomofmycase.

ShewalkedoutandIalsodidwithKagisobusy

makingphonecalls.Hewasprobablysettingup

myjet.Ifirstlywenttocheckmydaughter.I

couldnotleavewithoutseeingher.Iwasmad

pissedaboutwhattheVeilwasdoing.Theirjob

istoalwayskeeptrackonLwando.That'stheir

mission.Nowmysisterisshotbecauseoftheir

ignoranceandI'mprettysureNkosiiseating

theirheadsoutatthismoment.Hebetterfinish

upbecauseIwillalsobiteofftheirheads.No

onemesseswithmyfamilyandgetsawaywith

it.



AtNkosi'spenthouseIdidn'tfindhimbutjust

Bless'sdoctor.Theroomhadabedandalso

machinesthatkeptBlessalive.Thedoctorisa

familyfriendoftheNduna'sandwell

professionalized.Ididn'tstaylongatthe

penthouse.IjustkissedBless'sforeheadand

wentonaquesttofindNkosi.

Mamelo

Ilookedinthescreenandsothemostbeautiful

masterpiecemyeyeshaveseen.Icouldeven

hearthebesttunewithmyears.Thedoctor

introducedmetomybabywhilemovingthe

objectonmybellyandmyfocuswasjuststuck

inthescreen.

Dr:Youare6weekspregnantMimi.

Inodded.

Dr:AndIwillhavetogiveyouaproscriptionto

buycertainvitamins.Theyhelptobalancethe

hormones.



ShewipedmybellythenIwashandedthescan.

Iwantedtotakeapictureofitanduploaditbut

againmypregnancywasverymuchconfidential.

Thataloneplacedtearsinmyeyes.Iwantedto

alsoshowtheworldtherightthingthathas

happenedinmylifebutIcouldnotdothat.I

havetokeepthingslowkey.WhenIarrived

homeaftermakingapassbythemallandbuy

themedsandsomefood,Ireceivedacallfrom

myauntNdondo.ThelasttimeIcalledherwe

didn'tendonagoodslate.

Me:Ndondo?

Her:Hey.Ihopeiamnotdisturbingyou.

Me:You'renotNdondo.

Her:Ok.Ijustwantedtocheckonhowyou're

doing.Areyouokay?

Me:IamfineNdondo.Ihopeyou'realsoalright.

Her:Iam.JustsometimeagoIspoketoyour

mother.



Me:Isee.

Her:Mysistermissesherdaughter.

Me:Idonotbelievethat.

Her:Why?

Me:NdondoIamnotthatwoman'sbloodso

whywouldshecareaboutme?!

Iwasgettinglivid.NdondoknowsexactlyhowI

wastreatedbyCrescia.

Her:Sheraisedyouthough.

Me:Withawholebagofhateandregret.She

regrettedadoptingmeandalsohatedme

becauseofherhusbandleaving.Idonteven

knowwhyshehatedmebecauseIwasnotthe

reasonthatmanleft.

Her:Doyouhaveanyideahowhurtmysister

waswhenImentionedyou?Sheregretted

kickingyououtorevenmakingyouleave-

Me:Canwenottalkabouther?Please?



Ndondo:AllIwantedtotalkaboutisyoushould

forgiveher.Everyoneneedsasecondchance.

Me:NdondoIhavethingsthatareway

importantthenCresciaisinmylifesocanwe

pleaseendthiscall?

Iheardherexhale.

Me:Andthenexttimeyouwanttotalkmake

sureyoudonotmentionthatwoman.Think

twicebeforeevensayinghername.Thankyou.

Her:Ok.GoodbyeMimi.

Me:Bye!

Iendedthecallbeforeclickingmytongue.My

lifeismessedupsoIseriouslydonotneed

moreofCresciavilenessinmylife.Shehas

alreadydoneenoughdamage.Ilookedatmy

baby'sscan.Atleastthatwasabletoplacea

smileonmyface.Isatdownandthoughtof

howifthisbabywasLuthando's.Hewasso

goingtobehappybecausethatmanlovesbaby.



IsawthewayhetreatsIngridandKhaya.The

typeoffatherlyloveIwillbeunabletogiveto

mychild.Iwipedthetearfrommyeyeand

walkedtomybedroom.Iatethentookmy

medsandjustlaidmyheadonthepillowand

slept.

Luthando'sincomingcallwokemeup.Icould

seeblurrinessbutIwasabletoseethatthe

personcallingmewasLuthando.

Me:Hello?

Thando:Hey.IcantellthatIwokeyouup.

Me:Iamjustsoexhausted.

Thando:Hasitbeenabusydayforyou?

Me:Yeah.Work.

Thando:Iamsorrythen.Iwasjustcheckingon

you.You'reokay?

Me:Iamfine.You?

Thando:Exhausted.BlesswasshotsoIamin



CapeTownbusytakingcareofthematter.

Me:Thatsoundsbad.Didyoufindtheshooter?

Thando:Yeahandyouwon'tbelievewhoitis.

Me:Who?

Thando:ItsbetterifIdon'ttellyou.

Me:Ofcourse.Sendmypleastoherplease.

Thando:WhenshewakesupIwilldothat.

WhenIcamebackIfoundhersleeping.

Me:Imsurethisisapesteringyou.

Thando:Youhavenoideabutyouknowwhat's

pesteringmeevenmore?

Me:Tellme.

Thando:Nothavingyouherewithyou.

Me:Luthandopleasedon'tstart.

Thando:Iamnot.Iwasjustmakingafade.

Me:Andthankyouforthat.Everytimewehave

totalkaboutusweendupinaverybad



altercation.Idontneedthatrightnow.Notin

thestatethatIam.

Thando:Whichstate?

Me:Iamstillhurtokay?

Thando:Whathurtyou?

Me:Nah.It'sastoryforanotherday.

Thando:Iamcomingbacktomorrowwithmy

sister.Iamgoingtoseeyou.

Me:LuthandoIdon'twanttoseeyou.

Thando:ButIdoandIwill.Nomatterwhat

chanceyoutaketorunawayfromyoujust

knowithasalimit.

Me:Idon'tneedmoredramainmylife.

Thando:WewilltalkaboutallthiswhenIreturn.

Idon'twanttotalkaboutitoverthephone.

Me:Okayfine.Tomorrowaftermeetingweboth

takedifferentpaths.Wetakeanoathtonever

botheroneanother.



Thando:I'mincapableofdoingthat.

Me:Thenwewon'tmeet.

Thando:Trustme.Wewill.

Heendedthecall.Iattemptedtothrowthe

phoneacrosstheroombutIstoppedmyself.I

tookadeepbreathandlaidbackdown.My

phonerangagain.ThistimeIdidnotcheckwho

wascalling.

Me:IthoughtwespokeaboutthisLuthando!!!!

“WhosaidthatthisisLuthando?”

Me:Kevin?

Kev:Iwon'tsaymuch.Ineedyoutoleaveyour

house.

Me:Why?

Kev:Hugoisonhiswaythere.Ineedyouto

quicklyruntoyourcarMimianddriveasfaras

youcan.

Istoodupfromthebedandworemysleepers.



Kev:Didyouhearme?

Me:(trembling)yesyes!Iheardyou.

Kev:Now!!

Irandownstairswithmyphoneandkeysinmy

handandgottomycar.Myphonerangagain.

ThistimeLuthandowastheonecallingme.I

answeredwhileIwassteppingonthecar.

Thando:Whereareyou?!

Me:ThandoIcan'ttalknow.

Thando:DammitMimiareyouatyour

apartment?!

Me:No.IamdrivingawayfromHugo.OhGodI

amsoscared.

Thando:Ineedyoutodriveasfaraspossible

becausemymenhavebeenalerted.

Me:Haveyoubeenkeepingtabsonme?

Thando:Yesokay?AndIamsorrybutrightnow

wecan'ttalkaboutthat.DriveMimi!Steponit!!
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ThisguynamedSbuhandsmeaglassofwater.

EversinceIarrivedhereIhavebeenshivering

andthinkingabouttheworst.Iwasscared.I

didn'tknowwhatwashappeningbutIwas

scared.Myphonewastakenbythegang

memberstodoathoroughintrospection.

Sbu:Soringanam.

IdidnotunderstandhimsoIsaidnothing.

Sbu:(clearsthroat)I'msorry.Imeant,talkto

me.

Me:Andsaywhat?

Heraisedhiseyebrow.

Sbu:HowareyouLuthando'sgirlfriendifyou're

thisrude?

Me:Wait,wasIbeingrude?

Sbu:Yey-



“NotnowSbu.Giveusamoment.”Ijumped

whenIheardhimspeak.Hewasenteringthe

room.Howwasheheresofast?Hehuggedme

andIhuggedhimsotightly.

Thando:Giveusspace.

HesaidinalowtonetoSbuandhewalkedout.

Imovedbackafterpullingoffthehug.Hehad

onaniceoutfitwithhislockstiedinabun.

Thando:Uright?(areyoualright?)

Me:Iamsoshakenbyallthis.Ididn'tthink

Hugowouldgoasfaraskillingme.

Thando:JustknowthatIhavehimtakencare

of.WhenNkosilearnedthatLwandoandHugo

areinthesameteamastheMafiaganghe

personallywenttolookforhim.Icouldhave

wentwithhimbutIneededtoseeifyou'reokay.

Me:Whatteam?

Thando:HaveyouheardoftheMafia?

SlowlyIshookmyhead.



Me:No.

Thando:HaveyoueverheardofKevin

Thompson?

Ifrozeinthesamespot.Doesheknow?Was

thatatrickquestion?

Me:Yes.Ihave.

Thando:Heistheleaderofthegang.Lwando

joineditsometimeago.HimandIgowayback.

Hugojoinedforceswithhimwhenheheardthat

hewantsmedead.Nowtheywantthebothof

usdead.

Me:Isee.

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.NowIdidn'tcare

aboutHugonorLwandobutthefactthat

LuthandoandKevinaresomewhatenemies.

Me:IamsotiredLuthando.Ijustwanttorest.

Thando:Thereareroomsinthishousesolet

metakeyoutooneofthemsoyoucouldrest.



Hetookmyhandandledmetooneofthe

rooms.Theylookedveryniceandthereweren't

evenanywindowsbutitwascool.

"Luthandoyou'reneededinthecomputer

room."Awomansaid.Shewasdressedina

uniform.Thejacketthatshewaswearingwas

navyblueandtheletterswereprintedwitha

yellowcolor.“PA”itwaswritten.

Thando:I'llbethereCynthia.

Sheturnedandwalkedaway.

Me:What'sthePAfor?

Thando:Privateagent.

Me:Agent?

Thando:ItsaverylongstoryMimiandit

happensthatidonothavetime.

Me:Ithoughtyou'reagangster?

Thando:Mimiplease.Notnow.

Hekissedme...Alingeringkiss.



Thando:Iwillbeback.Okay?You'resafewhen

you'rehere.

Inodded.HewalkedouttheroomandImade

mywaytothebedandlaiddown.

WhenIwaswokenbyThando,hehadfoodwith

him.Ifirstlyrubbedmyeyes.Iwasstillsleepy.

Thando:Areyouhungry?

Me:Yeah.

HehandedmetheMcDonald'spaperbag.

Me:Anyfeedback?

Thando:YesbutIcan'tdiscussthatwithyou.

Me:Why?

Thando:Itsveryconfidentialinformation.

Me:Why?

Thando:Canyoujustforoncestopasking

endlessquestionsanddoasIsay?

Isaidnothingbutjustatemyburger.



Thando:Ingridwillbecomingin.

Me:Youwantmetohelpyoutakecareofher?

Thando:Thatwouldbegreat.

Me:Whenwillshearrive?

Thando:TheyjustleftthehousewithSbu.

Me:Ok.

Ifinishedeatingthenwenttotakeashowerand

Ijustsatwiththegownwithnothingunder.

WhenIngridarrived,Nkosialsowalkedin.Him

andThandohugged.

Nkosi:HeyMimi.

Me:HeyNkosi.

TheladyfromearlierwiththePAjacketon

walkedin.Nkosi'sfacialexpressionchangedto

sore.

Nkosi:Youcan'tbefuckingwithme.

Thando:Nkosi-



Nkosi:Don'ttalktome!

Hekeptquiet.

Nkosi:Whatdoyouwant?

Cynthia:IamhereforLuthando.Himandthe

governorhaveanagreement.Keyword:him

Damn!!!ShewassoseriousthatIcouldn'teven

laugh.Nkosialwayshastheanswersto

everythingbuttodayhehashismatch.

Nkosi:Ithappensthatwhatheisitsinhisblood.

Cynthia:KaraboThobangwasabletochange.

Whycan'tLuthandodothesame?

Thando:Youguyswon'tbefighting.Notatthis

particularmoment.

Nkosi:Iwon'tbeapartofthischarade.

Hegrabbedhiskeysfromthetable.

Thando:Nkosi-

Nkosi:Mysonandwifeneedme.



HewalkedoutthedoorandThandofollowed

him.CynthiawalkedouttheroomandIwalked

outsidetowhereNkosiandThandowere.They

finishedwiththeirtalkandNkosileft.Hewas

stillangry.

Me:What'sgoingon?Ithoughtyou'rea

gangster.

Hesaidnothingbutjustwalkedinsidethe

houseandmadehiswayupstairstothe

bedroom

Me:So?Areyougoingtotellmewhat'sgoing

onLuthando?

Thando:IamagangsterbutatthismomentI

amplacedinaverytightsituation.

Heturnedaround.

Thando:Thegovernment,policeandthis

privateindividualisinmycase.This"governor"

knowswhatIdobestandhetookadvantageof

that.Notforhisowngoodbutforthecountry.



ForthewholeofSouthAfrica.IfIhadturned

themdownIwouldhavebeentakentojailand

foraverylongtime.Thisindividualhaspower.

Enoughtokeepmefrombeingintheinside.

Me:Sowhat?You'resomeprivateagent?

Henodded.

Me:WhydoIgetthefeelingthatyoudon'twant

todothis?

Thando:That'sbecauseIdon'tMimi!Thisisnot

mebuttoprotectmydaughterandyoufromall

theseevilpeopleIhavetodoit.

Me:Itisagoodthingthough.Helpingthosein

need.

Henodded.

Me:JustenjoyitwhileitlastsThando.Please.

Henodded.Iwentandwrappedmyhand

aroundhiswaist.

Me:Everythingisgoingtobeokay.Trustme.



Thando:Ido.

Hepeckedmylips.

Me:Iuhh..

Iunwrappedmyhandsfromhiswaist.

Me:Ineedtotellyousomething.

Imovedbackandstoodnexttothetable.There

wasabaseballbatthere.

Thando:I'mlistening.

Me:I...Iampregnantand...Thebabyisn't

yoursLuthando.
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Luthando

Me:What?

IhadheardwhatshesaidjustthatIjustcould



notcomprehend.

Mimi:IamconfusedbutI...Ithinkthatthe

babyisnotyours.ThereasonwhyIhavebeen

pushingyouawaywasbecauseIdidn'twant

youtogethurtbyallthis.Youwantedtofix

thingsandIknewdamnwellthatIhavemadea

terriblemistakeandbythelooksofthings

you'renotthetypeofmantoactuallyconsider

raisinganotherman'schild.Iwaswillingto

raisethischildalonebecauseheorevensheis

myresponsibility.Pleasedon'thitme.Atleast

justletmewalkaway.Letmewalkoutthis

roominonepiece.

Thathurt.Iguessthat'showImadeherseeme.

Asamonster.

Me:Uhm...Isee.

Istayedquietforsometime.Icouldtellthat

shewantedtoreachtothebatandprobablytry

anddefendherselfbutalreadyIknewherplan

Me:Iwon'thityou.Imayhavebeenamonster



thenbutnotanymore.IunderstandMimiand

yeahitsgoingtobehardformetoactually

acceptyourchildbutIwilltry.

Mimi:Really?

Me:Yes.

Mimi:You'reseriousLuthandoyou'renotangry?

Icouldtellbyhervoicethatshewasshocked

Me:IamtryingtochangeforthebetterMimi.I

don'twanttobeamonster.Idon'twanttobe

yourfear.Iwanttobetheoneguytoproveto

allmanthatchangeinarelationshipisa

changetothewholecycle.

Shesmiledbeforewalkingclosertomethen

wrappedherarmsaroundmywaist.Shepouted

herlips

Me:Youwantmetokissyou?

Shenodded.



Me:Ifyouwantmetoyouhavetosayit.

Mimi:Kissme.

Ileanedabitcloserandteasedherwhenshe

stoodonhertoessoshecouldreachmylips

butwhenshegotcloserImovedback.

Mimi:Thandoo!

Me:What?

Mimi:Juststopitbruh.

Me:Fine.Comecloser.

WhenshewascloserIpeckedherlipstwice

thenwesharedalingeringkiss.Truthbetold,I

wasboiling.Iwantedtoknowwhoknockedher

upsothatIcouldgoandknocktheirteethoff

butknowingMamelo,Iwillfirsthavetosuck

herdamnasssothatshecantellmewhothe

niggais.

Me:Who'sthefather?

Shewentdeadquiet.Thisiswherewewillnow



havetoargue.

Me:Mamelo-

Mimi:Itsjustsomeguy.

Me:Whoistheguy?

Mimi:Canwenottalkaboutit?Heisnotinthe

pictureLuthando.

Me:Ifyoudon'ttellmeIwillpersonallygoand

findoutwhothehellheis

Mimi:ItsnotimportantThando.Leaveit.

Igrabbedherhandandtookherphone.Iwalked

downstairsinaquesttofindthenewITguy

whogoesbythenameNails.WhenIfoundhim

Ihandedthephonetohim.

Me:Iwantyoufindmeaguyforme.Hehas

beenhavinganaffairwithmygirl.Iwant

pictures,numbersandallthatyoucanfind

aboutalltheguys.



Nails:It'saniPhonethough.Itsactuallynotas

easyaspietohackaniPhone.

Me:You'regoodatthisunlessIshouldbringin

myguyKagiso.

Nails:There'snoneed.Iwillgetuntoit.

Me:Cool.

Ipattedhimontheshoulderandwalkedbackto

thebedroom.IfoundMamelointhesame

positionIlefther.

Mimi:Where'smyphone?

Me:Somewhere.

Mimi:Luthandoplease.Ijustneedmyphone.

Canyougiveittome?

Me:No.

Icouldtellthatalreadyshewasirritated.

Mimi:Fine!

Shegrabbedthepillowandplaceditonthe

otherendofthebed.



Mimi:KeepitforallIcare.

Sheplacedherheadonthepillowandclosed

hereyes.

Mamelo

IwaspretendingtobeasleepbutinactualityI

hadfallenasleep.TheroomwasdarksoI

searchedformyphonesoIcouldusethetorch

tohelpwiththelightbutagainIremembered

thatLuthandotookit.Istoodupandslowly

mademywayaroundtheroomtillIfoundthe

switchandswitchedthelighton.Iwalkedout

theroom.TherewasaroomwhereLuthando

wasinwithothermembersdressedinthesame

uniformasCynthia.Luthandowastheonlyone

notdressed.

Cynthia:SoyouconsiderMrnobody'splan?

Luu:No.Isaywedothingsmyway.

Cynthia:There'snoreasontobestubborn

Luthando.



Me:Itseitherthatornothing.

Hewalkedaroundtheroomtillhiseyeslanded

onmine.

Luu:Youguyscontinue.Iwillbeback.

Hewalkedtomethentookmyhandandledme

toaloungearea.

Luu:Areyouokay?

Me:Yeah.I'mfine.

Luu:Ok.Thehelpmadeyousomethingtoeat.I

thinkyoushouldgoandtellyoutogiveyouthe

food.

Me:Whydon'tyoudoittome?

Luu:Iambusy.

Me:Isitthatimportant?

Luu:Actuallyyes.It'sveryimportantwork.

Me:Butwouldithurtforyoutogoandgetmy

food?



Luu:Wouldithurtifyouwent?

Me:TheseareyourcolleaguesLuthando.You

knowthembetterthenIdo

Loudlyheexhaled.

Luu:Fine!

HewalkedouttheroomandIstayedinthe

lounge.Igrabbedtheremoteandscrolled

throughthechannels.Amemberoftheteam

steppedintheroomholdingtightlytothis

teenagegirlwhowastryingsohardtobreak

fromhisgripbuthewastentimeswhatshe

was.Luthandowalkedin.

Luu:Joey.

Joey:Igotthegirl.

Luu:Ooh.Isee.Takehertotheguestroomand

Sethwilldoanintrospection.

Joey:Okay.

Istaredatthisgirlandshewasstaringbackat



me.Luthandonoticedthis.

Luu:Somethingwrong?

Isaidnothing.

Luu:Takehertotheroom.

JoeypushedtheteenagegirlupstairsandItook

thetrayfromLuthando.

Me:Whoisshe?

Luu:OneofthegirlsthatwillgotoCapeTown

atourBasecampandwillbetrainedtobecome

agents.Sheisadruggiesowesawhertalent

asgooduse

Me:Whattalent?

Luu:Herbrain.ShehasaveryhighIQ.Waytoo

high.

Me:What'shername?

Luu:ShegoesbythenameKopano.

Me:Ok.



Luu:Didyounoticetheresemblancebetween

thetwoofyou.

Ishookmyhead.

Luu:Ifyousayso.Iamgoingbacktomy

meeting.Juststaythere.Whenyouneedme

press..

Shehandedmesomegadget.

Luu:Thegreenbutton.It'llalertmethatyou

needme.

Me:Ok.

Luu:Whenitsanemergencyyoupressthered

one.Itshutsdownthewholewarehouseandall

theagentswillgatheraroundtoseewhatthe

mattercouldbe.

Me:Iwilldoso.

Luu:Iwillbeback.

HewalkedoutthedoorandItookmyseaton

thecouch.



[03/12,16:37]Wdz:AWifeForLuthando32

ItsbeenhourssinceIhavebeensittinginfront

ofthistelevisionwithfoodsurroundingmeand

justloungingaround.Luthandowasstillbusy

withwhateverbusinessandtotopituphehad

myphonewithhim.AtsomepointIgottired.I

stoodupandwalkedtothebedroomandtook

myclothesoffandgrabbedthegownwhich

washangingonthehalfopenwardrobe.Isatin

theroomaloneandbored.Ievenendedup

fallingasleep.WhenIwokeupinthemorning

myphonewasringing.Icouldtellthatitwas

minebecauseoftheringtone.Iansweredit.

Me:Kevin?

Ihadcheckedthecallerbeforeanswering.

Kev:Ineedtoknowofyou'recomingtowork?

Me:YesbutIfirsthavetogotomyhouseand

changebeforehandingthere.

Kev:Okay.YouhaveanhourbeforeJoségets



here.

Me:José?

Kev:Aclient.Youweren'tansweringhiscalls

lastnightsohecalledKarlaandKarlainformed

me.

Me:Iwillbethere.

Heendedthecallwithoutsayinggoodbye.I

wasn'tcomplainingthoughbutitleftme

perplexed.Igotupfromthebedandwentto

takeashower.IdressedintotheclothesIwere

thepreviousdayandwalkeddowninaquestto

findLuthandobuthewasnowheretobefound.

IwenttoSbu.

Me:Where'sLuthando?

Sbu:Heleftthismorning.HewenttoUA.

Me:Where?

Iaskedwitharaisedeyebrow.

Sbu:Dubai.Heflewthismorning.



Whaaat?!!Idon'tmove.InsteadIjuststand

thereinfrontofhimshockedashellbutsome

secondslaterIgainedmyconsciousback.

Me:Dubai?Whydon'tIknowaboutthis?

Sbu:Luthandowasreallymadwhenheleft.He

hadtoleavethenextmonthbecausehewanted

thingstofirstbesettledinUnitedArab,the

mansion,agentseverythingbeforeactually

flyingthere.Wewerealsosurprisedwhenhe

madeacommandmentthatthejetshouldbe

ready.

Me:SowhereinDubaiishe?

Sbu:There'sanestatethereofhisownsincehe

isanindividualprivateperson.

Me:Isee.Doyouhaveanyideawhenhewill

arrive?

Sbu:Ihavenoidea.

Me:Doatleasthavehisnewnumber?

Sbu:Hehasn'tcalledasyet.



Isighed.Thetearsweresoclose.

Me:Okay.Ineedtogotomyplacethough.

Sbu:Letmegetyoursecurityteamreadythan.

Me:Securityteam?

Sbu:Ican'talwayshaveananswertoyour

questionsMamelo.

Hestoodupandwalkedinthesameroom

Luthandomadeabackandforthinyesterday.

Hereturnedwith4mendressedinblacksuits.

Sbu:Yoursecurityteam.There'sacar

recommendedforyou.Youwon'tbeusingyour

car.

Me:Ididnotsignupforthisthough.

Sbu:YoudidwhenyoujoinedforceswithHugo.

Heturnedandwalkedaway.

“Areyouready?”Igavehimalookbefore

clickingmytongueandwalkedoutthehouse

withthemfollowingme.TheSUVthatwas



recommendedformewasoutside.Thedoor

wasopenedformeandIwasdrivento

Rosebank.Ifirstlychangedintomyformal

clothesandmademywaytothecompany...

Thewaywasactuallymadeforme.Therestof

theteamstayedinthecarwhiletheonenamed

Blakewalkedwithmeinthecompany.Imet

withIsago.

Isa:MrJoséisintheboardroom.

IwalkedthereandBlakemadeastopatthe

doorandmymeetingwithMrJoséstarted.

ThewholedayIwasbusyatwork.PreparingMr

José'sprojectanddoingsomanyresearch.I

wouldcheckmyphoneonceinawhilehoping

togetacallfromLuthandobuttherewasn'tany.

Ievenlosthopeofeventhinkingthathewillcall

me.Thetimehit8andIwantedtogymbut

whenImentionedthattoBlakehesuggestedI

headbacktoNC.

Blake:Zydewillbehere.



HewalkedoutthedoorandIwaited.Iwas

dressedinmygymingclothesandIwasready

toloseafewpounds.When“Zyde”walkedinI

expectedsomeskinnydarktallhandsomelord

butnotinNC.Hewaswellbuiltandhewasa

beast.Hehadtattoosthereandthereandhe

hadamusclevestonwithbasketballshorts.

Him:Areyouready?Iheardthatyourpregnant

soIwilljustteachyousomebasics.

Me:Teach?

Him:Yes.Defendingskills.

Me:No.Ijustwanttheyogaballorevenjustlift

afewlightweights.

Him:Thereisnoyogaballnoranylightweights.

Come.

Hetookmyhandstogetherthenhebeganto

beatmearound.IgottoapointwhereIslapped

himrightacrosstheface.Hewastoorough

andthiswasnotwhatIexpected.



Him:Wtf?!!

Me:Youhitme!

Him:Thisiswhatyouwanted!

Me:Nookay?Ijustwantedtodoyogaandruna

bit.Iampregnant.Ican'tdoallthat!

Him:Thenwhydidyoubecomeagangster's

girlfriendifyoudon'twanttoknowhowto

defendyourself?

Iwalkedtomysportsbagandgrabbedit.

Me:Idon'tneedtofightanyone.IfIgetkilled

thensobeit.

IslammedthedoorandwalkedoutwithBlake

followingme.AtmyhouseIrefreshedthen

wenttoeatmyChinesefoodandfirstlybefore

goingtosleepItriedcallingLuthandobuthis

phonewenttovoicemail.Iattemptedtotryand

callhimagainbutIwasdelayedbyThompson's

call.

Me:Hello?



Kev:Yousoundsleepy.DidIwakeyou?

Me:Notreally.Iamsleepythough.

Kev:Isee.

Me:Didyouwanttotellmesomething?

Kev:Ijustneededsomeonetotalkto.Someone

whounderstandsmysituation.

Me:Whatseemstobetheproblem?

Kev:Ihavethedivorcepapersinfrontofme.

WhenIgotbackfromworkIfoundtheminthe

mail.

Me:Soareyougoingtosignthem?

Kev:No!Butshepromisedtotakemetocourtif

Idon'thandtheminbytheendoftheweak.

Me:That'sbadKevin.Whatdidyoudoforherto

gothisfar?

Kev:MimiI'mabusinessman.Icangetaphone

callfromCubademandingmetoflythere

tomorrownight.Myworkisontheline.Ihave5



kidsandtheyallattendinthebestschoolsin

theworld.SkylarisinLondonattendingschool

livingwithmymother.KenisinCapeTown.He

istheworstthatone.Hewantsthingsdelivered

whenhewantsthemandIhavetwinsandthey

definitelydontcomecheapandmydaughter

NalediisyoungthencomesPelo.Ispendalot

andshethinksallthiscomescheap.Ittakes

timeandawholelotoftraveling.IfIamin

Londonoranywhereforthatmatter.Itdoesnot

meanIamcheating.Withyouwewereboth

miserableanddrunkandIdidn'tmeanthingsto

gothatfarbutwithPeloalwaysaccusingmeof

cheatingIactuallyendedupcheating.

Me:Doyouloveher?

Kev:Youhavenoidea

Me:Fightforher.Makeherseethatyouare

seriousaboutherKevin.Awomanloveseffort

andthere'snobettercravingapregnantwoman

can'tresistthantogetyourlove.



Ididn'twanttosaythatbecausethenIwillbe

havingthoughtsofhowIwon'tbegettingthat

lovethoughitisallonmebutIhadtomakehim

realizetheworthofPelontle.Ihavecountless

relationshipfailuressoIwillneverwishthat

uponanotherwoman.

Me:Didyouhearme?

Kev:Iheardyou.

Hesighed.

Kev:Iamflyingthere...tonight.

Me:HavethebestofluckKev.

Kev:ThanksMums.

Me:Argh!Whateverdude.

Isaidrollingmyeyesthanendedthecall.Ilaid

onthebedwithmybackandclosedmyeyes.I

justsattherethinking.Whatifmydaughteror

evensonendsuplikeme?YesIwillmakesure

hegetsallthatheneedsandnotrunaway

fromhomebutwhatifnotreceivinglovefroma



fatherendshimlikeme?Becausestillinthis

particulardayIstillcravetheloveofboth

parents.There'snoexcruciatingpainlike

lackingamotherorafather'slove.

[03/12,16:38]Wdz:AWifeForLuthando

InthemorningIwokeupandthefirstthingI

reachedforwasmyphone.Ifirstly,withmy

eyesclosed,ranmyhandunderthepillowin

searchormycellandwhenIfoundititwasat

thecorner.Iopenedmyeyesandcheckedif

maybetherewasamissedcallfromLuthando

buttherewasnothing.Iexhaledloudly.I

pressedon"call"beforepressingthephonein

myearbutittookmetovoicemail.

Me:Hey.Itsme.Couldyoupleasecallmewhen

yougetthismessage?Ireallyneedtohearhow

you'redoingorjusthearthatyou'reokay.

PleaseLuthando.

AfterIthrewthephoneonthebedandcovered

myeyes.Iwasn'tcryingthough.Iwas



preventingmyselffromcrying.Igotupand

wenttotakeabath.Idressedinmyformal

wearandmyteamtookmetoworkandI

continuedwithwhereIleftoffwithJosé's

project.Thetimewas1whenIgottogoand

havelunchbutinsteadofgoingtoeatIjusttold

IsagotobringmesomethingandIstayedatthe

officetryingtogetaholdofLuthando.Stillit

tookmetovoicemail.Ragetookovermybody

anditfeltlikemyheartwasontheedgeof

stopping.

Me:LuthandoIamsosickandtiredofyour

games.Justcallmedammi!!

Ithrewthephoneonthetableandburiedmy

head.Smallcryingsoundscameoutmymouth.

Ijustcouldnotdeal.

Itsbeenlike2wholemonthswithoutseeing

Luthando.Hehasnotcallednorevengave

anyoneamessagetopasstome.Sbunormy

securityknowswherehecouldbebutIknow



thattheyarehidingthetruthfromme.This

otherparticulardayIwenttoseeifhewasn'tat

hishouse.IonlyfoundBlessingandNoma.

IngridhadbeentakenbyLuthando.Everyone

knewwhereheisbuttheydidnotwanttotell

me.IfonlytheyknewhowmiserableIhave

beenwithoutLuthando.OnedayItellhimabout

mypregnancy,hepromisestobethereforme

andthenexthejustdisappearedinthinair?

Noma:HowareyoudoingMimi?

Me:Iamfine.

Noma:Anditsofficialthatsomebodyisgoing

tobeamothertobe.

GodIfeltlikedying.Ihadgainedweightthough

peoplehavecomplementedmeaboutmybody

andhowthickandbeautifulIambutIjustdid

notlikemybody.Iwastoobigandtherewere

stretchmarksinmybuttandItooktimetoget

themtodisappear.OnceIgivebirthitsgoingto

takememoregymtimetogainbackmyfigure.



Me:Iknow.

Noma:Youlooksadthough.DidIsomething

wrong?

Me:ItsnotyouNoma.Ijustmissyourson.

Shelookedawayandlookedbackatmesome

timelater.

Noma:Hehasn'tcalled.

Inoddedandcontinuedtostirmycoffee.We

heardthedooropenandIalmostfelloffthe

stoolwhenIsawLuthandowalkinginthrough

thekitchenentranceholdingIngrid.Blesswas

behindhim.

Noma:Mybaby!

Shestoodupandwenttohughimandhe

huggedherback.

Luu:Heymom.

Noma:Imissedyousomuch.

Luu:Imissedyoutoo.



Heglancedatme.

Luu:Hey.

Me:Hi.

Hisfocuswasonmeforsometime.

Luu:IjustcametodropIngrid.Iamflyingto

Cubaandinafewdaystimesomeonewill

comeandfetchher.

Noma:Who?

Luu:Someone.

Couldthatsomeonebehisnewgirlfriend?

Noma:Isee.

Luu:IamgoingtoplacetheseinIngrid'sroom.

Noma:Giveherhere.

ShetookherandwhenLuthandowalkedoutI

attemptedtofollowbutBlesswalkedaheadso

Istoppedonmytracks.

Me:NomaIshouldleave.



Itookmybag.

Noma:Youjustgothere.

Me:IhaveawholelotofworkthatIneedto

handle.Excuseme.

Noma:Mimi-

Iwalkedoutthekitchenandalsowalkedoutthe

house.IsteppedinsidetheSUVandIwas

drivenbacktomyapartment.Iamplanningon

rentingahousebutthehousethatIwantwill

costmeafortunebutagainitsmydreamhouse.

Verydreamy.MymindroamedbacktowhenI

sawLuthandoafter2months.Godhewasso

ignorantthatithurtsomuch.But,whydidhe

claimtolovemewhenheconstantlyhurtsme?

<6monthslater>

IwasinpainasIwaswalkingaroundtheoffice.

OnewouldthinkIamabouttogivebirthbutI

haveanothermonthtogo.Kevinwalkedinwith



mynewPAJoy.

Kev:Doyouneedsomehelp?

Me:No.I'lljusttakeaseat.

Isatdown.

Kev:Itoldyoutotakeamaternityleave.

Me:Andbehomedoingabsolutelynothingfor

thewholeday?Nothanks.

Kev:There'syogaclasses.Iusedtotakemy

wifetooneofthose.

KevinandPelontlearebacktogether.

Me:Idon'thaveanyonetotakeme.

Hesatonthecornerofthetable.

Kev:Youdoknowyoudon'tneedyourspouse

tobethereright?Takeoneofyourfemale

friends.

Me:Idon'thavefriendsKevin.

Kev:Mimiwhatifyougetinlabor?Whowillhelp



you?Whowillyoucall?

Me:I'lltakemyself.

Hechuckledabit.

Kev:You'recrazyanditsnotevenfunny.

Where'sthefatherofthebaby?

Me:HehashisownlifesoIwon'tbotherhim.

Kev:Doesheknowthatyou'repregnant?Tome

youlooklikesomeonewhoisverymuch

secretive.

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:Nohedoesn'tknowanditsbetterthatway.

Kev:GodhelpmeifPelontledecidestokeep

mychildawayfrommeorforanyonetokeepa

childthat'smineawayfromme.Skylar,myfirst

born,Ididn'tknowsheexistedfor2years.I

livedwithregretforyears.Istillregretbeing

ignorant.

Isaidnothing.



Kev:Praythatguydoesnotflipwhenhelearns

aboutyourpregnancy.Ifitwasme,you'dbe

deadbynow.

Hechuckledabitbeforewalkingoutthedoor

leavingwithtoomuchtothinkabout.

Itsbeen6monthsandthepastmonthshaven't

reallybeenthebestmonthsofmylife.Inever

thoughtI'dhavetheworstpregnancy.Iam

closetogivingbirthandstillIhaven'tfounda

singlememorywherebyIsmiledandbehappy

aboutbecomingamother.MostofmydaysI

waseithergrumpyorveeerymoody.Iamalone

inthis.It'snotaseasyasitmayseem.Its

depressing.Youcrymostofthetimeandyou

sometimesjustwishtoturnbackthehandsof

time.Ihaven'theardasinglewordfrom

Luthando.Ievenacceptedthefactthatheis

gone.ItstimeImoveonwithmylife.Iampretty

surehehassomeonebetter.Someonewho

doesn'thaveabadhistorylikemine.Iendedup

buryingmyfaceandcried.



Joy:MrsNyosi?

IevenforgotaboutJoy.Iquicklywipedmy

tears.

Joy:Whatseemstobetheproblem?

Me:Nothing..

Isniffed.

Me:It'sjustoneofthedayswhereIwishto

meetmysonorevendaughter.

IthinkitsbestIlearnaboutthegenderofthe

babywhenIgivebirth.

Joy:Areyousure?Don'tyouthinkitsbecause

ofthefatherofthebaby?

Itried.Ireallytriedtocomposemyselfbutthis

wastoomuchformetohandle.Igrabbedmy

bag.

Me:JoyIwillbeworkingfromhome.Ifyou

needanythingyouknowwheretofindme.

Joy:Miss-



Itwastoolateformetoevenhearwhatshe

wantedtosaybecauseIwasoutthedoor.Igot

inmycaranddrovetomyhouse.Iliveinoneof

thehousesthatThompsonHoldings

recommendstotheemployees.Ipayrent.Itsa

10roomhouse.3bedrooms,kitchen,laundry

room,2bathroomsandatoiletarea,thelounge

andthat'sthebestpartofthehouse.Ihavea

hugeasstelevisionwithanexplora,warmwhite

couchesandthediningandloungeareaare

combined.Ienteredthehouseandwent

straighttothefridge.

Me:Ah!

IheldthebottomofmybellywhenIfeltthe

sharppain.

Me:GodDrestopplayingsoccerintheir!

Everyunbornchildhasanameright?That'smy

child'sname.IfitsagirlIwillchangeit.Isaton

thecouchwithaboxofcustardinmyhand.I

couldstillfeelthepainbutitsnotthe



contractions.IwastaughtaboutthisasIwas

attendingtheclassesbutagainIshouldbe

ready.

[03/12,16:40]Wdz:AWifeForLuthando33

Luthando

IwasatthemansionwithJanatulandshewas

showingmeaprojectcompilationofallthe

projectsshehasbeenworkingonwhileIwasin

Cuba.Ihadaveryimportanterrandtoattend.

Onethatcouldnotbepostponed.

Me:That'sgoodJanatulbutcouldyoujustsend

thentoCynthia?

Itookmyphoneout.

Me:IneedtoflytoSouthAfricaasinlike

tomorrow.Idon'thavetimetolookthoroughly

intoit.

Janatul:Noproblemboss.

ShetookheriPad.



Janatul:I'llalsosendonetoMrAlamo.

Me:Thanks.

ShewalkedoutandItookoutmyphoneout.I

madeaquickcallandIendeditwhenmy

securityteamcametoinformmethatIshould

beinthecaronmywaytotheairport.Mybags

wereloadedandIwasdriventotheairport.

.

InSouthAfrica.IsteppedinsidemyFerrariand

firstlyIdrovetoNkosi'shouse.Iwantedto

fetchmydaughter.She'sallthatIhavebeen

thinkingaboutanditsbeendayssinceIhave

FaceTimedher.WhenIarrivedKhayawasthe

firstoneIwaswelcomedby.Hewasprobably

justplayingbythedoor

Me:Heyboy!

Ipickedhimupandkissedhischeekandfor

thosefewsecondsIhadamantomantalkwith

him.Hewasmakingbabysoundsandthere's



nothingthat'smoreattractivethanthat.Bless

walkedin.

Bless:Luthando

Shecameandhuggedme.

Bless:Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyou'recoming?

Me:Iwantedittobeasurprise.

Bless:Imissedyou.

Shehuggedmeagain.Nkosicametous

holdingmydaughter.IgavehimKhayaandhe

gavemeIngrid.

Nkosi:Ithinkweshouldtakeadrivetothemall.

TherearesomethingsBlessneedsmetobuy.

Bless:IthinkMaThwalawon'tmindgoingthere.

Nkosi:IneedtotalktoLuthandoabout

something.

Bless:Ooh.Okay.I'llstaywiththekids.

Nkosi:No.We'retakingthemwith.



Bless:Isee...Donttaketoolong.Supperwillbe

readyandIthinkmybrotherneedssomerest.

Nkosi:Ipromiseyou.

Hekissedherforeheadthenwemadeourway

totheRangeRover.Wefirstlyfastenedthekids

intheircarseatsandNkosiwastheonedriving.

Nkosi:HowhasDubaibeen?

Me:OkayIguess.Imissedhomethough.

Nkosi:WhataboutMimi?Didyoumissher?

Isighed.Ifonlyhehadn'taskedmethat.Atthis

momentIwantedtoforgetMimi.Notafterwhat

shedidwillwehaveaproperrelationshipagain.

Me:IhavemissedherbutagainIhavebeen

tryingtoforgetallabouther.

Nkosi:Ihaveseenher.Sheisindeedpregnant

andalone.

Me:Where'sKevin?

Nkosi:Hehadhiswifeandkidscomeherea



coupleoftimes.

Me:Anyphonecallsbetweenthetwo?

Nkosi:Hecallsheralotoftimes.

Ibrushedmyfacewithmyhand.

Nkosi:Ibelieveitsworkrelated.Theonlyplace

theyhavemetisatwork.

Me:Kevindoesn'tneedabedtofuckyouknow.

Nkosi:Andyou'llforeveroverthinkthings.Just

sitdownandhaveatalkwithMimi.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Nah.I'drathernot.

Nkosi:Fine.

Wetookthekidswiththeircarseatsandmade

ourwayinthemallwhere,attheentrance,we

metKevinandhistwinsons.

Mamelo

ThepainswerestilltherebutIcouldstandand



walkaroundabit.IdecidedtocallNoma.She

oncesaidIshouldcallherwhenIaminneed.

Nomatterwhat,thatwomanwillalwayshave

myback.

Noma:Mimi?

Me:Hey.NomaI'minpain.

Noma:Whatpain?Areyouabouttogivebirth?

Me:Iam8monthsthoughsocanIgivebirth

now?

Noma:Weshouldfindout.Packthebaby'sbag

andIwilltakeyoutothehospital.

Me:Ok.I'monmywaytomyroom.

Noma:Hangitthereokay?

Me:Thankyou.

IendedthecallandfirstlyIwentandtooka

shower.Idressedintoanudedress,placedmy

makeuponandpackedthebaby'sbagafter.I

walkeddowntoNoma'swaitingcarwhenI



receivedhercall.Ienteredthroughthedoor.

Noma:Makeup?Really?

Me:MaybeIcanfindahotmaledoctorthere.

Whoknows.

Ishruggedmyshouldersandshechuckled.

Noma:You'reunbelievable.

Shedroveoutthecomplexandwearrivedat

thedoctor.

.

Ihadn'treachedthephaseyetwherebyIgetthe

contractions.Mycervixhadn'tevenopenedyet

sothedoctorsentmebackhome.Ididnot

understandwhathemeantbutIknowthatIwill

bestayinghomeforsometimeenduringallthis

painandsufferinguntilthetimecomes.It

wasn'tjustthereyet.

Luthando

Thetimehit8anditwastimeformetogoto



myhouse.IplacedNoluthandoinhercarseat

anddrovetomyhouse.Mymother'scarwas

parkedoutsidethehousemeaningshewasout.

Ienteredthehouseholdingmydaughterand

oneofmybags.Iwillunloadtheothersafter

placingmyalreadysleepingdaughtertobed.

Momcamefromthelounge.

Mom:Luthando?!

Shewassurprisedtothemax.

Mom:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Iraisedmyeyebrow.

Mom:Imean...Whydidn'tyoucall?

Me:Ididn'tseetheneed.

Shelookeduneasy.

Mom:Oh.

Me:What'swrong?

RightnowIthoughtthathehadsomeoldfagin

myhousebutinsteadoffindingthefagIsaw



Mamelowalkingdownthestairsdressedina

beautifulmaternitydressandGodhelpme

becauseInowlovemywomanBBW.
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Whenhereyeslandedonmeshefrozeanddid

notknowwhattodo.Shouldsherunandnever

lookback?

Noma:Luthando...I..

ShelookedatMimithanbackatme.

Noma:Mameloneededmesinceshekeepson

havingthesepainssimilartocontractionsso

sincethisisherfirstbabyandbecauseshe

doesnotknowwhattoexactlydoIofferedto

help.Thereasonsheisstayingwithmeisso

shecanbeascloseasshecanwhenthetime

comes.

Ismiled.

Me:Idon'tmind.YoucanstayMimi.Iamnot

complaininganyways.



Shesmiled.

Mimi:ThanksLuthando.

Me:You'rewelcome.

Icouldseemomgrinning.Iknowthatshe

wantsustofixthingsbutwebothdidwill

foreverbeaconstantreminderofourlackof

trust,honestyandcommunication.Iamnot

goodwithcommunicatingandMimiisnotsuch

anhonestperson.

Mom:Doyouguysneedsomespace?

Mimi:Iactuallyhaveuhh....Youknow...Uhm...

Work!Yes.WorkthatIneedtotakecareof.

Mom:Oh.

Me:YeahbutuhIwilljoinyouguysonceI'm

done.

Mom:WhydoIgetafeelingthatyou'relyingto

meMamelo?

Mimi:IamseriousNoma.Ihavework.



Me:IalsohaveworksomomIwillhaveachat

withyoulateron.

Mom:Imadedinner.

Me:I'mfine.

Mimi:Yeah.I'mnothungry.

Mom:You'rebothlying.Mimiinthecaryousaid

youwantedfoodanditmustbesomething

saltybutnowyouarenothungry?

Shekeptquiet.

Mom:IwillcallMabeltocomeanddishforus.

Donteventhinkofsayingno.

Me:MomIseriouslyneedtohittheshower

thengothroughmyemailssoplease.

Itookafewstepsandstopped.

Me:Ipromisetohavebreakfastwithyou

tomorrowmorning.I'msorryfordisappointing

youmom

Shesighed.



Mom:IgetitThando.MimiandIwilljusteat

together.

Me:Ok.

IwalkedupthestairsandfirstlyIwentand

placedNoluthandoinherroombeforeheading

tomyroomandhittheshowerasIhadnotedin

myhead.OnceIwasdonewiththatI

FaceTimedCynthiaandwewerejusttalking

aboutmytriptoCapeTown.Ihadtocancelthe

missionshegavemeandheadtothebase

camp.ImaystillnotagangsterbutNkosiismy

brotherandthelastthingIwantedtodois

disappointhim.

Mamelo

ItwasthemiddleofthenightwhenIwokeup

andwalkeddownstairswithjustmysilkgown

onandathongunderitsobasicallymybelly

wasexposed.That'sjusthowIliketobeandI

amcomfortablelikethat.Iwashalfway

throughwithmymilkwhenIheardNe-Yo'smad



trackbeingplayedandthisangelicvoicewas

singingalongtoit.Isteppedinsidethemusic

roomwherethesongwasbeingplayedandI

foundLuthando...Singingalongtothesong.

Luu:Ohbabythisloveain'tgon'beperfect

Andjusthowgoodit'sgonnabe

Wecanfussandwecanfight

Longaseverythingisalright

Betweenusbeforewegotosleep-

Me:Youknowhowtosing?

HedroppedhispenwhenIsaidthatandthis

shockedlookwasevidentinhisface

Luu:Hey!!Howlonghaveyoubeenstanding

there?

Me:Longenoughtoknowthatyouknowhowto

sing.

Iwentandsatnexttohim.

Me:That'sNe-Yo'ssongright?



Luu:Yes.

Me:Ilikeit.

Luu:Ilikeyourbelly.

Me:Mybelly?

Ilookeddownandthat'swhenIrealizedthatI

shouldnotbeheredressedinsuchan

inappropriatemanner.

Me:Oh!

HechuckledabitwhileIstoodupandIhidmy

belly.

Luu:Whyareyoushyagain?

Me:I'mnotshyjustuncomfortable.

Henodded.

Luu:Iguessyouwillbeleavingorareyougoing

toplacesomethingwarmonandcomejoinme?

Me:Areyouaskingme?

Luu:Yes.



Me:Well...Doyouwantmetoreturn?

Luu:Thechoiceisyours.Icanneverchoose

thingsforyou.

Hetookhisphone.

Me:Iwilljustgosleep.

Luu:Goodnight.

Me:Night.

Iwalkedoutthedoor.Igottomyroomand

slept.

InthemorningIfeltmuchbetterthenIdidthe

previousday.Imadethebedandwentto

shower.AfterIdressedintooneofmy

maternitydresseswithblack6inchblockheels

thenheadeddownstairswhereIcouldsense

thesmelloffood.IfoundLuthandowearinga

redandwhiteapronwithbasketballshortsand

noshirton.

Me:Smellsfancy.



Heturnedholdingthepan.

Luu:Morning.

Me:Morning.Whatareyoucooking?

Luu:WellwhenIwasinGermanyIlearnedthis

dishcalledthreecheesechickenParmesan.

Me:Soundsreallyfancy.

Luu:Ittastesgood.

Me:Andtheconeone?

Luu:ThisoneisaBritishonecalledPizzacone.

Doesn'tsoundfancybutIbetyou'llbewanting

morehenceImadealot.

Isatdown.

Luu:TrytheJapaneseonefirstthough.

Me:What'sitcalled?

Luu:Ramenburgers.

HeplacedthebowlinfrontofmeandItooka

bite.



Me:Mm!Tastesamazing.

Hesatdown

Luu:Thankyou.

Me:Iguessyoutraveledalot.

Luu:Blesssaiditcouldhelpclearmyhead

Me:Ithoughtyouweredoingmissionworks

etcetera.

Luu:IcouldgetbreakssoIusedthetimeto

travelaround.

Me:Andyoudidn'tthinkofcallingme?

Luu:Iwasn'tontherightstateofmindtobe

havingatalkwithyou.IwasmadandIamthe

bestpersonwhenmyangertakescontrol.

Inodded.

Luu:TrustmeIwantedtocallbutagainI

thoughtitsbestifIstayaway.

Me:Why?



Luu:You'recarryingaThompsonMamelo!!

Me:So?

Hiswholefacialexpressionchangedbitter.

Luu:So?Doyouknowmyhistorywiththat

fuckingasshole?Raisinghischildistheone

thingI'llneverdoinmyentirelife.I'dratherhave

aTrumplivewithmethenthatasshole.

Me:Somychildisnotwelcomehere?

Luu:Yes!!Howdoyouevenknowwhothe

fatheris?Imean,yousleptwithbothofusin

likeoneweek.

Isaidnothingcausethatalonehithard.Iplaced

theforkdown

Luu:Thenyoudecidetorunaway.GoMamelo

becauseIcanclearlyseeyoudon'twanttotalk

aboutthis.

Me:Iwillnotsitinthesameroomwith

someonewhodespitesmychild.



Luu:Ifyouwerehonestwithmeinthefirst

placeIwouldnothavetakenthatPAjob

becauseittakesallmytimebutitstoolate.

Hestooduptoo.

Me:YouknowwhatLuthando?Idon'tcare

anymore.Iwillraisemychild.Ifthebabyis

yoursjustknowthatIwon'twantyouinhislife

andifitsKevin'sIwillstillnotgiveadamn

becauseheismineandIamnotafraidof

raisinghimalone.Iamnotlikeyou.Idon'tbring

thehateofmyenemiesintomyrelationship.

Luu:Mimi-

Me:Don'teventalktome.

Iwalkedupstairswithhimfollowingbehindhim.

Luu:Mamelo

IgottothebedroomandItookmybag.Heheld

myhandpreventingmefrommoving.

Me:Pleaseleaveme.



Luu:Justhearmeout.

Me:Idon'twanttohearanythingcomingout

thatmouthofyoursbecauseallthat's-

Heshutmeupwithakissandthedumbestpart

ofmerespondedtoit.ApartIcan'tcontrol.He

pulledout.

Luu:You'reright.Ishouldnotletmyhate

towardsKevinmakemehateaninnocentchild

thathasnothingtodowithwhatKevinandI

havewhichisanunfinishedwar.IloveyouMimi

andit'llbeonlyunfairifIlovehalfofyou

becauseyourchildmakesyouawholeperson.I

wanttobewithyou.Allofyoubutthisishard

forme.Ioncepromisedtobethereforyoubut

whenIlearnedaboutKevinIfeltbetrayed.If

onlyyouwerehonestwithme.

Me:Ididn'tevenknowyoutwowereenemies.

Luu:IknowandI'msorry.Iwanttostartafresh

MameloandIthinknowisthetimeIbeginona

newslatewithyou.Come.



Hepulledmetohisbedroomandtherehe

openedthedrawer.Hetookoutamaroon

Pandôraboxmixedwithgoldthenopenedit.

Therewasanotherboxandinthatboxthere

wasanotherone.Asmallerone.Aboxthatwas

verysimilartoanengagementbox.

Luu:Iamthemostdumbestpersoninthis

world.ThemostdumbesttoleaveyouMamelo.

Iloveyou.GodIevenkilledjustsoIcouldhave

you.IkilledsothatIdonotloseyou.

IcoveredmyfacewhenIwitnessedhimgoing

downonhisoneknee.

Luu:Thisisnotsucharomanticmomenttodo

thisbutIfeelthatitstherightthingtodoso

early.

Heopenedthebox.

Luu:MameloNyosi...WillyoubemyMrsMolefi?

Whoa.

.



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Heyfamo.Iamsorryfornotpostingyesterday.

ThereasonisthatIhadafewproblemswithmy

chargingblocksomyphoneforthewholeof

yesterday,itwasoff.Ijustswitcheditonnow.I

hopeyouenjoytheinsertfamo!
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Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Iwasjustconfusedto

themaxandIcouldtellhewasanxiousformy

answer.



Me:Areyousure?

Luu:WouldIbeonmyknees?

AtearthatIdidnotevennotice,dropped.I

nodded.

Me:YesIwillmarryyou.

Luu:Really?

Hisfacejustlightenedup.

Luu:Areyousure?

Me:WouldIhavesaidyesifIwasn't?

Hechuckledbeforeslidingtheringinmyfinger

thenhecameuptogivemealingeringkiss.

Me:Iwantyoutopromiseme.

Luu:Anything.

Me:Iwantustocommunicatemoreoftenly

becausenowweareabouttobecomehusband

andwife.

Luu:Ijustwantyoutofirstlyeatthenwecansit



downandtalk.

Me:Let'sgodownagain.

Luu:YeahbutbeforewegoIneedtotellyou

something.

Iamlookinghimintheeyetryingtopredict

whatheisabouttosay.Maybehewantsto

confessthathehadsomeoneinDubaior

maybeheimpregnatedsomeoneoranything

forthatmatter!

Luu:Iloveyou.

Ismiled.Agenuinesmile.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Heleanedagainandpeckedmylips.Wewalked

downstairshandinhandandthatjustmade

Nomagooverthemoon.

Noma:WhatamIseeing?!

SheishappyandIdon'tevenknowwhythis

womanlovesmesomuchbecauseIheardshe



hatedtwoofLuthando'sexeswhowerein

seriousrelationshipswithhim.

Luu:Morningtoyoutoomom.

Noma:Morningson.

Luu:Come...Sitdown.

Hehelpedmesitdownthenwarmedmyfood

forme.Nomawinked.

Noma:HaveyoucheckedIngrid?

Luu:Yeaandsheatebutwentbacktosleep

afterwards.Ibelievethatsheissick.

Noma:Letmegoandcheckherthen.Youknow

howsheiswhenshegetssick.

Luu:Thanksmom.

NomawalkedupstairswhileIwasmore

focusedonmyfood.

Luu:Howfarareyou?

Iraisedmyeyebrowtryingtocomprehendhis

question.



Luu:Withyourpregnantofcourse.

Me:Oh!Iam8months.

Henodded.

Me:ButIthinkhewillbecomingearlierthen

expected.

Luu:Haveyouthoughtofanameyet?

Me:Dre.

Luu:WhataboutaTswanaone?

Me:Well...Tshepiso.

Luu:That'sabeautifulname.

Hesmiled.

Me:ThankyoubutIthinkhewillliketheDre

onebutagainwewillhavetowaitandsee.

Luu:Whenyougivebirth,canyouguyscome

staywithme?

Me:Ithinkweshouldwaittillwe'remarried.

Alreadywehavetakenahugestep.



Luu:Thenweshouldgoandprepareour

wedding.

Me:Haha!What'swiththerushthough?Iam

notgoinganywhereLuthando.Thatisa

promise.

Luu:Youpromise?

Me:OfcourseIpromiseyou.Ididsayyes.

Luu:And...I'msorryforleavingyouMamelo

butthethoughtofjustthinkingaboutyouand

Kevinmademesick.

Me:Ok.Whatwedidwasjustnotrightbutwe

didnotcatchanyfeelings.

Luu:Thanthemysteriousnightcalls?

Me:WheneverKevincallsmeitsjustabout

work.Heismybossafterall.

Luu:Howdidyougetajobthere?

Me:LikeanyotherIwentforaninterview.

Hesighed.



Luu:Mimi-

Me:Ipromiseyou.AndevenifyouwantIcan

recordourcallsjustsoIcouldprovethat

nothingishappeningbetweenKevinandI.Heis

myboss.

Hesaidnothingforsometime.

Luu:Finebutyouwillhavetoleavethatjob.

Hewasgoingtoofarnow.Igetthat

communicatingisakeytoastablerelationship

butIcouldpredictthatwewillbeginfightingif

weprolongwiththistalking.

Me:Luthandoyouarenowbeingunfair.Ihave

beenfaithfultoThompsonHoldings.Ican'tjust

dropthemnow!!

Luu:Therewasn'treallyaneedtoshout

Mamelo.

Iinhaledthenexhaled.

Me:You'reright.Ishouldn'thaveshoutedbut

canwenotmakechoicesforeachother?Iwill



acceptyourjobnowyouwillhavetoaccept

mine.

Luu:Ialsohaveacompanyyouknow?Wehave

marketingmanagementifthat'swhatyouwant

todo.Youcanbecomeourexecutivedirector.

Me:BabyIamfinewhereIam.KevinHoldings

givesmeaveryrespectableincomeandIam

happythere.Pleasedon'tdragmyhappiness

awayfromme.

Hesaidnothing.

Me:Luthando?

Luu:Babe?

Me:Please.

Henoddedbeforefakingasmile.

Luu:Anythingforyoumylove.

Hecheckedthetime.

Luu:Iamgoingtohittheshowerthen

NoluthandoandIwe'llbeheadingtoNkosi's



crib.Doyoumindjoiningus?

Myphonerang.ItwasNatalie.

Me:Uhm...LetmefirstlytakeNatalie'scall.

Ianswered.

Me:Hello?

Her:Hey.I'moutsidethebuildingyoustayin.

Thompsonhousesright?

Me:Yeahowdidyouknow?Andwhendidyou

land?!

Her:Justcome.Mycarisparkedoutsidethe

gate.Thesecurityguarddoesn'twanttoopen

forme.

Me:IamcominglovebutI'mfarfromthere.

Her:I'llwait.

Me:Givemeanhourthan.

Her:Sharp!

IendedthecallthenlookedatLuthando.



Me:Ihavetogo.

Luu:Nah.Wewillgotogetherthenshecanjoin

usatNkosi's.Theyarehavingabarbeque.

Me:Isee.Let'sgoshowerthen.

Iwasthefirsttowalkoutwhilehedidwhatever

hedidbehindme.Wetookashowertogether,

welotionedtogetherbutIwasthelasttofinish.

Igrabbedmyslingbagandwenttocheckon

NomaandIngrid.

Me:NomaweareheadingtoNkosi'shouse.

Noma:Okbuttellmewhatyoutwohavebeen

talkingabout?

Ilaughed.

Me:Youwon'tbelievewhathedid.

Sheanxiouslywaited.Ireachedoutmyleft

handforhertoseeandshewentcrazywhen

shesawmyring.

Noma:Heengaged?!Whydidn'tIknowofthis



Mamelo?!

Ilaughed.

Me:Itsbeautifulright?

Noma:Itsbeautifulsweety.Comehere

daughtertobeinlaw.

Me:Haha!

ShehuggedmethenwhenIpulledoutthehug

andsawthatshewascryingIwipedhertears.

Me:Don'tcry.

Noma:Iamjusthappy.YoudeservethisMimi.

Hemaynotbethebestmanouttherebutheis

tryingandashismotherIamtryingtohelphim.

Don'tgiveupthateasilyokay?

Me:Iwon't.

ShehandedIngridtomebutsinceshedidn't

wantmetoholdherIhandedherbacktoNoma

andwewalkedtogethertothecar.

Noma:Idon'tknowwhysheisactinglikethis.



Luu:Who?

Noma:Ingrid.WhenIhandedhertoMimishe

criedlikeshewasbeingpinchedinthebutt.

Hayilomtana.(thischild)

Luu:She'sjustsick.

Hetookherandplacedheronthecarseat

whileImademyselfcomfortableinthefront.

Luthandocameandourstopwasatmyplace.I

wentandhuggedNataliewhohadAvivewith.

GodshelookedexactlylikeSlim'sbeautiful

mother.Likerightontheforehead.

Me:ShelookslikeKim.

Natalie:Mydaughterisbeautifulfyi.

Aftersherolledhereyes.

Me:WhateverNatalieLaRose.

ItookAvivethenfirstlywewentandplacedher

bagsinmyhousethenwalkedbackto



Luthando'scarandourdrivetoNkosi'shouse

began.LuutookIngridandItookAvivethenwe

madeourwayinNkosi'shouseandthefirst

personIbumpedintowasKusanda....Kusanda

theguywhowasmyoldclient?Kusanda

Luthando'scousin?Him.
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IpulledLuthandosothatweshouldnotstay

andchitchatwithKusandabecauseIamnotin

themoodfordrama.

Sanda:HeyMimiand(clearsthroat)Thando.

Luu:Hi.

Me:Hey.

Hesmiledatmerevealinghisteethlikeanidiot.

Sanda:Uhm...Letmenotkeepyou.

Luu:You'reright.PlusIdon'thavetimeforyou.

Me:Luthandoplease.

HeglancedatmeandIpleadedwithmyeyes.



Luu:Let'sgo.

Withmyhandhookedtohisarmwewalked

passedKusandaandIwantedtoknowwhathe

wasplanningbecauseKusandaisavery

annoyingprickandhelovesruiningthings.I

knowhimandhehasangerissueslike

Luthando.Justthatheknowshowtocompose

himself.InthebackthereisFuni,Chance,

Mandyandsomewhiteotherguyandwoman.

Wegreetedthemandtheygreetedusback.

Luu:Where'sNkosiandBless?

Funi:BlessisputtingKhayatosleepandNkosi

wenttogethisfamoussalad.

Ichuckledjustrememberingthatfamoussalad.

Luualsonoticedthishenceheletoutamanly

giggle.ChancebroughtLuuandIcampchairs

thenwesatdown.Timewentonandwhen

Davido'sfiawentonLuthandoandIwewerein

thelounge.HewentcrazyandIalsolovedthe

songsowithmybigbellywedancedtothe



song.Nkosiwalkedintheneveryonecameto

ruinourmoment. That'sourjamyong!

Bless:MimicanIspeaktoyou?

Me:Uhm...Yea.

Wewalkedabitfarfromtheguys.

Bless:Mim-

Hereyesfellontheglowingdiamondring.

Bless:Isthatanengagementring?

Me:Yes.Luthandoengaged.

Herjawsfell.

Bless:Buthejustreturnedthough.Howcanget

engagesoquickly?

Me:Well,hedidBlessandIwasalsoas

surprisedasyouare.WespokeandIthought

thatwithhimawayIwasgoingtogetoverhim

buteverydaywithhisabsencemylovetowards

himgrewevenmore.Ireallytriedforgetting

abouthimBlessbutIjustcouldnot.Ilovethat



man.Nomatterwhatorevenhowhetreatsme

Ilovehim.

Bless:Yesbut-

Me:NobutsBlessing.IloveLuthandoandyou

noranyonewillbeabletobreakusapart.Iwon't

allowthat.

Iwasn'tbeingharshbutIspokeinthecivilized

manner.Shesaidnothing.Shejustwalked

away.

"youtrulylovehim."Iturnedaround.Mandy

wastheonewhosaidthat.

Me:Wena!Where'sTshepi?

Iwalkedclosertoher.Ijustwantedtochange

thetopic.

Mandy:mxm!Him.Hewentbacktothemilitary.

Me:Oh.

Mandy:He...Hecanceledthewedding.

Me:Why?



Mandy:ItsalongstorymahnMimi.Tellme

aboutyou.

Ikeptquiet.

Mandy:Luthandoengaged.

Me:Yeah.

Mandy:AndBlessdoesn'tapprove?

Isighed.

Me:Shejustdrainsme.

Mandy:Marawhyheh?

Me:Youjustdon'tknowbutIdontcareabout

her.Iamgettingmarried!

Mandy:Iamthemaidofhonor.

Me:Who?You?Theonewhowasrudetome

whenIfirstmetyou?

Mandy:HawuMimi?IwasjustjokingmosIcy.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Nevermoghel.



Istoodup.

Mandy:Ketlogonamaidofhonorkaoraya!(i

amtellingyouthatIamgoingtobethemaidof

honor)

Me:Satanakanaatona.Youwon'tbemymaid

ofhonor.

Shelaughed.

Mandy:Satan-haha!Mxm.Getoutofhere.

Iwalkedbacktothelounge.Luthandowas

havingatalkwithsomebeautifulHarriet.I

walkedtothem.

Me:Babywhydon'tweleave?

Heturnedaround

Luu:Areyoutired?

Inodded.

Luu:Ok.MeetGloria.Gloriathisismyfiancé

Mamelo.

Allthistimeshehasherindexfingerresting



underherchin.

Gloria:T-gom.

Shesaidaswewerehandshaking.

Me:Mimi.

Gloria:You'rebeautifulandpregnancysuitsyou

love.

Me:Thankyou.

Gloria:I'veseenyouaround.Rollingwiththe

richest.

Ikeptquiet.

Gloria:Wewillkeepintouch.

Idontknowifshewastalkingtomeor

Luthando.Sheturnedandleft.

Luu:Ifshecallsyou,tellme.Gloriaisthetype

ofwomanyoudonotwanttoassociatewith.

Me:I'llkeepthatinmind.

Hetookmyhandandbeforeleavingwesaid



ourgoodbyesthenleft.Wedidn'tdomuch

whenwearrivedatthehouse.Luthandohad

somethingtodrinkwhileIdrankmygreentea

thenwetookashowertogether.Imaybe

pregnantandImaynotknowwhothefatherof

mybabyisbutLuthandoismyfiancéandIhad

sexwithhimthatnight.Ididn'tcareanymore

becauseIlovehimandhewasstartingtolove

mebackthoughIamtheonewholoveshimthe

most.Idon'tcarewhatpeoplemaysay.Heis

myfuturehusbandandifthisbabycomesout

histhenheisthefatherofmyson.

Thetimewas1amandIcouldfeelthepains

frommyabdomen.Myloudscreamalerted

Luthando.

Luu:What'swrong?

Iplacedmyhandonmywaistandtappedon

hischestwithmyeyesshut.Theexcruciating

painjustcouldnotletmeutteranywords.

Luu:Babywhat'swrong?!



Me:Pain!LuthandoI'minpain!

Thetearswerefallingdown.

Me:LuthandoI'min...paaaaain!!

Luu:Ok.Okay!Relax.

Hejumpeddownthebedandwenttoswitchon

thelights.

Luu:Soitstime?

Inodded.

Luu:Okay!

Hisperplexedselflookedaroundandforwhat?

Me:Dosomethingdammit!

Hegrabbedmygownandhelpedmewearit.

Luu:Didyoubringthebaby'sbag?

Me:YesitsinNoma'sroom.

NeverinmysenseshaveIthoughtLuthando

wasthatstrongtopickmeupbuthedid.The



carkeyswereonhishands.Onthehallwaywe

foundNoma.

Luu:Mimiisabouttogivebirth.Gobringher

bags.

Noma:Theyareinmyroom.

Sheturnedoutwalkedbacktoherroomwhile

Luthandocarriedmetothegarageandplaced

meintheJeep.Helaidmedowncarefullyand

onceNomawasdownwiththebagssheplaced

theminthebacktoo.

Noma:Where'sNoluthando?

Luu:AtBless'shouse

Noma:imcomingwithyou.

Sheclimbedinthebackwithmeandthe

journeytothehospitalbegan.
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Iwasinthewardonmykneesontopofthe

bedandImadesureIdonotpressmybellytoo



tightsinceIdidn'thavemuchstrengthto

actuallysituprightonmyknees.Thenursehad

justcametotellmethatIwashoursawayfrom

givingbirth.IevenscreamedasIheardhertell

Nomawhohasbeenbymysidesinceigothere.

Iwasinpainandsweatwasrunningdownmy

forehead.Icouldnotholdonmuchlonger.I

neededthisbabyoutandnow.

“JusthanginthereforusMimi.Please.”As

worriedasshewasshesaidandcontinued“He

isworththepain.”IwantedtocussatherbutI

didnotevenhavestrengthtoutteranywords.I

wasdying.

Luthando

IwasscaredhenceIchosetostayinthe

waitingroom.IhadcalledNkosiinforminghim

andhesaidBlesswantedtocomeseeMimiso

Iwasexpectingthetwo.Mimi'sphonerangand

theincomingcallwasfromKevin.Iwantedto

ignorethisfuckerbutagainIwantedtohear



whathewantedtosaytomywifeat1aminthe

morning.

Me:What?

“WhoamIspeakingto?”

Me:Justwaywhatyouhavetosay.

“Iguessyourtheignorantbabydaddy.Look,is

Mimithere?”

Me:WhatdoyouwantfromherKevin?

“Relaxman.ListenIjustwantedtoseehow

sheisdoing.Sinceyoualwaysignoreheratthis

timeIcallandwewouldjusthaveanormal

conversation.Ibelievethat'swhatyoushould

bedoing.”

Me:Andhowwouldyouknowthatshewantsto

talk?

“Becausemywifegotpregnantfor6times.I

knowawoman'sbiggestcravingandthat'syour

loveman.Youmessedup.Youmissedoutthe

bestmomentsthatwouldhavebeeninyourlife.



Idon'tblameyou.That'swhatadumbgangster

wouldactuallydo.Runawayfromhis

responsibility.”Iwasabouttoanswerhimbut

heendedthecall.Icalledhimbackbuthedid

notanswer.Iwasmad.Iwasreallymad.

Mamelo

Thetimewas6aminthemorning.Ihadgiven

birthtoababyboy.8wholehoursofbeingin

painandGodblessedmewiththiscutelittle

thang.Hewasinmyarmssuckinghisthumbas

ifheknowswhathewasdoing.Hishazeleyes

wereclosedandIwishIwastheonesleeping

thatpeacefullybutIwouldnotwanttosleep.I

wantedtospenteachmomentwithmysonDre.

Ibrushedhisblackhairwiththewidestsmileon

myface.MaybeifdidnotmessupIwouldbe

daminghimLuthandoJrbutno.Hewon'tbe

takingafteranybody.Iwon'tliebuttherewas

nodoubtthatonceheisgrownhewilllook

exactlylikehisfather:Kevin.



Luthandowalkedinthroughthedoor.Hehada

basketwithapinkribbonandIhadn'tseenhim

sincewegothere.Hehasbeeninthewaiting

roomthewholetime.

Luu:Hey.

Me:Hey.

Heplacedthebasketdown.

Me:Wouldyouliketoseehim?

Luu:Uhm...Idon'tknow.

Me:Please.

Icouldseethereluctanceinhiseyesbutatthis

momentheknewIneededhimmorethenhe

neededme.HewalkedcloserandlookedatDre.

Luu:What'shisname?

Me:Dre.

Luu:That'sabeautifulname.

Me:IloveitbutIlovehimmore.



Ikissedhisforehead.

Luu:DidyouthinkaboutcallingKevin?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:I'mnotplanningtoeither.Idon'tthinkwe

shouldhaveanyrelation.EvenifitsforDre.I

don'twanttoruinhismarriage.

Luu:That'sgood.I'mhere.

Ismiled.

Me:Really?

Luu:Yes.Hemaynotbemybiologicalsonbut

thatdoesn'tmeanheisanydifferent.

Me:ThankyousomuchLuthando.

Luu:Don'tcryMimi.

Hewipedmytear.

Luu:Please.

Inodded.UntilBless,NkosiandNomawalked

in,wejustspentthefewminutestogetherasa



family.Thatbubblewaspoppedoncethedoor

swangopenandblueballoonsflewin.

Noma:BabyDre!

Ilaughed.Nomaissocrazybutthatcrazy

womanlovesmeandIloveher.

Noma:Mxm!White.

Me:Nomadon't.

Noma:I'mnotcomplainingthough.Heis

handsome.

Me:He'sadayold!

Noma:Infuturehewillbreakgirl'shearts.Bless

toldme.

IlookedatBlesswhoshookherhead.

Bless:Sheislying.Idon'tevenknowhisname.

HowwillIknowhisfuture?

Me:Butdoyouknowit?

Bless:IfGodwantsmetoknowthenhewill

givemeasignbutIamstandinghereandIsee



aminiLuthando.Stubbornandrudeashell.

Me:Ipraywhatyou'resayingisnottrue.

Imaginetheheartbreaksthegirlswillbe

sufferingfrom.

Nkosi:ThatmeansKhayawillbethesaint?

Me:OhpleaseyouknowKhayaisjustlikeyou.

Nkosi:Iamnotrudethough.

Bless:Right!

Sherolledhereyes.

Foranhourwesatinmywardandwejust

spokeaboutthekids.Iwasamotherandthat

wasthebestfeelingsever.Ididn'tsleepthe

wholedaybutIjuststaredatmysonandI

thoughtaboutthethingswewilldotogether.I

willgivehimalifeInevergotandthankstomy

parentsforleavingmebecauseIwantto

becomewhattheyfailedtobecome.

(IhavenobatteryandtheworstpartisthatI

haveachargingblockproblem.Ipromiseto



giveyouguysachaptertomorrow. )

Likethenewstory:Hertearsdroplikerain

Noluntuisthere
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3MonthsLater

SotodayDreisdoing3monthsandIwas

thinkingofinvitingBless,NkosiandKhayaover

justforadayoutwiththekids.Hewasdown

withthehelpandIhadjustfinisheddressingup.

Iwasgoingtopassbyworkthenreturntoplan

thedayoutsincetodayitsaSaturdayand

SundaysIdon'twork.InmyheelsIstepped

downstairsandLuthandowasholdingDrewith

hisbottleinhismouth.

Luu:BabyIjustgotacallfromwork.Theyneed

me.

Me:Luthandono!

Luu:IknowIpromisedtodropyouguysbutyou

willhavetoleavewithyoursecurityteam.



Isighed.

Luu:Ipromisetobebackintimeandcomehelp

youwiththepreparations.

Me:Okfine!Ican'ttakeDrewithmethough.

Luu:Why?

Me:Idon'twantmysontobeseenbythepress

babysincenowMolefiHoldingshasreached

higherstandards.

Iwaslying.IlowkeydidnotwantKevintosee

Dre.

Luu:Mimiyoucan'tpossiblyleaveDrewiththe

help.Gotoworkandmakeastopatmom's

place.She'snotbusy.

Isighed.Whyforoncecan'tLuthandodoasI

say?

Me:Fine.Letmeleave.

Itookhiscarseatandplacedhimonitbefore

kissingLuthandoandsaidmygoodbye.



Luu:I'msorrylove.

Me:Bye!

IplacedmysoninmyKumkanikaziGPmatte

greenMercedesBenz.Myfiancéboughtitfor

measapresent.

IarrivedatworkandIplacedablanketoverthe

carseatandsteppedinside.Theemployees

weresoenthusiasticaboutDre'sarrivalandallI

wantedwastoarriveinmyofficeandjustdo

whatIcametodo.

Karla:MrThompsonhasbeenlookingforyou.

Me:He'shere?

Karla:Yepwithhiswife.Makesureyouseehim

beforeyouleave.

Me:TellhimIwillcometohim.Hemustn't

cometome.

Shchuckled.

Karla:I'llmakesurehestaysaway.



IenteredmyofficeandplacedDreonthetable.

Me:Baba...behaveformommyneh?

Igrabbedthetelephone.

Me:Mommyismakingaquickcall.

ItookthefileandcalledmyclientMrDube.My

tablewasfilledwithworkImissedforthe

wholeofthisweek.Ineededtomakeacatch

upbeforemyalreadygreedyclientsdecideto

taketheirbusinesselsewhere.Iturnedaround

andfrozewhenIsawKevinturningDre'scar

seatsobecouldtakeabetterview.

Me:MrDubecanIcallyouback?

Dube:Mamelothisisserious.Idonotknowif

youhavenoticed.

Me:IamsosorryMrDubeplease.I'llcallyou

back.

Iendedthecall.

Me:Whendidyougetin?



Kev:IjustgotinandIdidn'twanttodisruptyour

meetingwithDube.

Me:OkaybutKevinwhathappenedtoknocking?

Kev:Knocking?Why?

Hepulledtheblanketdown.

Me:Kevin!!

Kev:Whyareyouactingsoweird?

Ibitmylowerlip.

Kev:What'shisname?

Me:Dre.

Kev:Mindtellingmewhyyouhavebeen

ignoringme?Mimiwe'refriendsandneverhave

Itreatedyoulikeyoutreatme.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout.

HelookedatDre.

Kev:Heychamp!

Idecidedtoavoidhimbylookingthroughmy



files.

Kev:Forhowlong?

Ilookedup.

Me:Hmm?

Kev:Forhowlongwereyougoingtokeephim

awayfromme?

Ifeltasharppaininmyheart.

Me:What...whatareyoutalkingaboutKevin?

Kev:DreMolefi.Twomonthsagoyoutooka

cupthatIwasdrinkingcoffeefrom.Youtookit

tomycousinTayewhodidaDNAtestforyou.

Icouldfeelthesweatflowdownmyforehead.

Theroomwasinstantlyhot

Kev:Dreis99.9%mine.Ithoughtyou'dbe

honestwithmehenceIdidnotconfrontyoubut

youcontinuedtokeepmysonawayfromme.

Hewasbeginningtoturnpink.

Me:Kevin-



Kev:ForhowlongMamelo?

Me:Ididnotwantyourmarriagetoend

becauseyouweresoscaredtoloseyourwife.I

couldseeitinyoureyesKevin.Drewasgoingto

beaburdeninyourmarriage-

Kev:HowdareyouMamelo?!Heisnota

burden.Heismyson!!

"MrThompson,yourfatherhasarrived."That

wasKarlapeakingthroughthedoorandIjust

wonderedhowmuchshehasheard.Kevin

didn'tcalmdown.Instead,hisangergotworse.

Kev:IambusyKarlasogetthefuckout!!

Sheimmediatelyclosedthedoor.

Kev:I'mtakinghim.

Me:Kevinno.

HewassoclosetoturningaroundbutIheld

him.

Me:YouoncetoldmeyourwifePelontlesaidif



youbringanotherchildthatisnothersinyour

marriageshewillleaveyouorevenifyouwere

tocauseaninfidelityshewillwalkaway.Think

aboutherfeelings.Seethingsfrombothsides.

Hersandmine.ThelastthingIwantisfora

womantogothroughwhatIwouldneverwant

togothroughandthat'stoacceptyour

husband'sinfidelity.Idon'twanttocause

Pelontleaheartachesopleasedon'tletherfind

out.Idon'tmindyouhavingDreoveratyour

houseoryoucanevencomeandspendsome

timewithhimandLuthandooranyoneforthat

matterbutcanyounotletPelontleknow.

Kev:Youwantmysontobeasecret?

Me:ThinkaboutitKevinpleasse.Please.

Forsometimehejustwentmuteonme.

Kev:I'msorryMimi.Pelontlehastofindout.

Me:OhGod.

Kev:Iwilltellher.



Me:Kevin-

Kev:DonttryandchangemymindbecauseI

won't!Pelontleisgoingtofindoutandifshe

wantsadivorcethenfinebutIwilltreatmyson

thewayIamtreatingtheotherkids.Sheknows

marriageisnotjustsomestupidgame.Its

somethingveryseriousandpeoplecomewitha

lotofbaggageintoit.

Hegentlyplacedmysonbackinhisseat.

Kev:Goodbye.

HewalkedouttheofficeandIsighedinrelief.

GodIwassoscared.

ForanhourIstayedintheofficebeforeleaving.

IhadcalledBlessbackatT.holdingsandwhenI

arrivedatLuthandoandI'shomeIfoundher

drinkinggreentea.

Me:Hey.

Sheturnedaround.

Bless:HeyMimi.



Me:Ididn'tthinkthatyou'llbeheresoearly.

Bless:Pleasesitdown

Me:Ooh.

IplacedDre'sseatonthecounterandstood

besideit.

Me:I'mbetterstanding.

Bless:Isee.

Forsometimeshekeptquiet.

Bless:Mimi...Areyoureadyformarriage?

Herewego.

Me:Iwon'thavethistalk.

Bless:Pleasejustanswerme.

Me:WhydoyouthinkIsaidyestoLuthando?

YouthinkIsaidyestofeelgood?

Bless:Don'tgivemeattitudeMamelo.

Me:YouhaveaproblemwithmeDitsholofetso.

That'swhatIsee.



Bless:That'swhatyouareassuming.

Me:Itsafact.

Bless:Youarenotreadytobemarried.Now

that'safact.YouaregoingtohurtLuthando.I

canseeitMimiandnotbecauseofmygift

becausenoteverythingisaboutyou.Thereare

peopleouttherethatIneedtohelp.Iamtrying

tonotjusthelpyoubutalsoLuthando.Heis

committedtoyouandyouarenotfully

committedtohim.

Me:Howdoyouknowthat?

Bless:Becauseyouarejust19yearsMamelo.

Youstillwanttoexploreandmeetotherpeople.

DoteenthingsandifyoumarryLuthandonow.

Whenyou're30you'llbetiredofhimbecause

marriageisnojoke-

Me:Soislove.YoumarriedNkosiattheageof

22sopleasesparemethepeptalkchick.

Itookmyson.



Me:AndIamcancelingthisstupiddayoutin

Durban.I'mdone!Withyouandyoubetterstay

thehellawayfrommeDitsholofetsobecauseI

amclosetoslappingyou.

Iwalkedupstairsfeelingpissedashell.Iwas

done.Iwasreallydonewithpeoplewhoare

againstmycontentment.Iwillmakeapromise

tomyself.Iwillnotallowanyonetoruinmy

happiness.
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Blessingwasdownstairsandthistimeshewas

notalone.LuthandowaswithherandclearlyI

wasbeingdiscussed.Icouldhearashewas

shoutingbutIcouldnotmakeoutwhatthe

altercationwasabout.AtsomecertainpointI

walkeddownwithDreinmyhandsandwhen

mypresencewasfeltthetwoturnedandlooked

attheentranceofthelounge.

Bless:I'llleave.

Luu:Babadon't.



Bless:No.IdhatetobeaburdeninMamelo's

presenceandI'dhatetobeslappedbyher.

Ibitmylowerlipbecausewhenshesaidthatto

herbrotherhegavemealook.Theotherpart

aboutallthiswasthatIdidnotregretsaying

thattoher.Blessinghasaproblemwithmeand

itslikeIamnotgoodenoughforherbrother

andIloveLuthando.Iamsoscaredtolosehim

andifIdidnotwanttolosehimIhadtodo

somethingaboutthiswholepredicament.

Me:DitsholofetsoIdidn'tmeanwhatIsaid.

Bless:Iknow.

Shedidn'tevenlookatme.

Me:Bles-

Shewalkedoutthedoor.Iwasevenscaredof

lookingatLuthando.Hesaidnothingtome.He

walkedupstairsandasdesperateasIwasto

gethimtotalktome,Ifollowedhim.

Me:Luthando?



Hesaidnothing.Hejustenteredthebedroom.

Forsometimeheremainedquiet.Probably

lookingfortheperfectwordstostabmyheart

with.

Luu:Youpromisedtoslapmysister?

Me:I....Iwasangry.

Hechuckledmockingme.

Luu:Right.

Me:Luthandowetendtosaythingsthatwedo

notmeanwhenwe'reangry.

Luu:Butpromisingtobeviolentwithherwas

notrightMamelo.

Me:IknowandyousawthatItriedapologizing

toherbutshejustignoredme.

IplacedDredown.Hewassleepinganyways.

Me:Idon'tevenmindgoingtoherhouseandgo

apologize.

Luu:She'shurt.



Hetookhisshirtoff.

Me:Isitme?

Hedidnotanswerme.Igrabbedmyphoneand

asItrembledIsearchedforhissister'snumber

andcalledher.

Bless:IamdrivingMamelo.

Me:I..IjustwantedtoapologizeBlessing.It

wasjustsoinadequatetoreactinsuchaway

withyou.Youareactuallythelastpersonto

wantanddomewrong.You-

Bless:CallmewhenIgettomyhouse.

Sheendedthecallonmywatch.Islowlytook

myhandfrommyearandlookedatLuthando

whohadhisarmscrossed.

Luu:Youlookdesperate.

Isaidnothing.

Luu:Mamelo?

Me:Isthathowyouseeme?Desperate?



Luu:YesMimi!

Me:ThenIamsorryfortryingtobecomea

betterpersoneventhoughItrysohardto

composemyselfincertainsituations.

Hesaidnothing.Theroomwasjustsotense.

Me:Uhm...Kevin...heknowsaboutDre.

Heraisedhiseyebrow.

Me:IfIdidnottakehimtoworkwithme.

Luu:Hehadtofindoutthough.

Me:Right.

Luu:Andkeepinghimawayfromhisfather

wouldbetheworstmistakeyouwouldhave

donetoday.

Me:You'reright.

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:WhatifIco-parentwithhim?Itwouldn'tbe

sobadright?



Luu:YoumakethedecisionsMamelo.

Me:Canyoustopbeinglikethiswithme?Itried

apologizingtoher.Yousaw.

Luu:NoteverythingisaboutyouMamelo.

Me:Butyouaremyfiancé.Don'tyouthinkyou

shouldbecorrectingmeifIamdoing

somethingwrong?

Luu:Itsyourlife.

Hewalkedpassedme.Thetearsweresoclose.

Hisbehaviorwashurtingmemorethenhis

slaps.

Me:ThantheysayIamnotreadyformarriage.I

amwillingtodropmyprideandtalkaboutthis

butyouchoosetojustgetangryandwalkaway.

Luu:maybeyou'retheonewhoisnotready.

Yourdecisionssayalot.

Me:(crying)Wouldyoujusttalktomeina

civilizedmanner?!IamhumantooandIhave

feelingsLuthando.



Hesaidnothing.

Luu:Areyoureadytomarrymethough?

Me:Howcanyouaskmesomethinglikethat

Luthando?Isaidyes!

Luu:Maybeyou'renot.

Icriedhystericallythistime.Luthandowas

takingmeforgrantedthough.IknowwhatI

want.Iwanttobeanindependentwoman.I

wanttogiveDrethebestmotherlylove.Iwant

LuthandotobemyhusbandandIwanted

PelontleandKevintojustfixthingsandshe

couldtreatmysonlikeIwouldtreatherkids.I

heldmyabdominalareabecauseIhadasharp

painthereandIwasstillcrying.

Luu:Mimi-

Me:YoudontlovemeLuthando!

Luu:Ido.

Me:ThenwhyamIherecrying?Feelingpain

comingfromstress?Whycan'tIjustfind



someonewhogenuinelylovesmeandnottreat

methewaythatyouaretreatingmeLuthando?

Iamtryingtocommunicatewithyou.Ido

thingsoutofmyleaguejustsothatwecould

haveastablerelationshipbutmycommitment

andlovejustbouncesback.

Iwipedmytears.

Me:Iwon'tdothisifthiswillbethewaythings

willbeoncewearemarried.

Itookmysuitcaseoutofthewardrobe.

Luu:Mimiwhatareyoudoing?

Me:Givingyouenoughtimetothinkusthrough.

Idon'twantyoumarryingsomeonewhoisn't

yourtypebecauseclearlyIamnotyourtype.

Luu:Whattypeareyougeh?

Me:Idon'ttolerateshit,ItalkbackbecauseI

won'tletanyonewalkmeoverandIamnow

independent.Awomanlikethatisachallenge

toyou.



IplacedthebagsinmyoldAudiS3thatiused

todrivebeforebeingabillionaire'sfiancé.I

walkedbacktogetmysonandLuthandowas

justlookingatmeasIwaswalkingaround

packingtheshitIown.

Me:Andoh..

Itookthe100karatringthatheengagedme

withmeandgentlyIplaceditinhishand

becauseImaybeasavagebutstilliknow

wheremyrespectlies.BeforeleavingIopened

thewingtotheAMGandgrabbedsomeofmy

gadgetsandslowlyIclosedthewingbefore

goingtoentermyoldcar.Thisishowitshould

beladies.Hemayhaveboughtyouthe

expensivejewelry,carsandclotheswiththat

Dubaibrandbutstillknowthatatimewillcome

whenhewillbedonewipinghisasswiththat

tissueandhewillthrowitaway.Justknow

onceyouarethrownoutyouwillenterthatold

Audisteppingontheacceleratorwiththat

Versacebecauseallwillbeatyourown



expense.Factwillstillremainthatyouhadthe

couragetowalkaway.IenteredThompson

buildingsandfirstlyiparkedmyAudinexttomy

blackjeepwhichIboughtatmyownexpense

andmademywayinmyhousewithmysonin

hiscarseat.

Iplacedhimdownandwenttoseeiftherewas

anythinginthefridgebuttherewasjustafew

things.IguessIwillhavetomakemywayto

themallandmakegroceryshopping.

Myphonerangandthenumberwasnotsave

butthatdidn'tstopmefromanswering.

Me:Hello?

“Hi.AmIspeakingtoMameloNyosi?”

Me:Yes.

“ThisisLorain.Kevin'smother.”

Me:Uhm...HiMma.

Lorain:DontMmamebecauseIamnotthetype

tobecalledMma.IamPelontleThompson's



motherinlaw.

Me:Ofcourse.

Lorain:Iheardthatyouhaveasonwithmyson.

Me:Hetoldyou?

Lorain:Mydaughterinlawhadafeelingthat

KevinwasdoingsomethingouttherehenceI

hadsomeonelookyouup.Myhusbandisa

multibillionairMamelo.Justtellmehowmany

Msdoyouwantforyourdisappearance.

Iwipedthetearofmyeye.

Me:Zero.IamnotathreattoPelontle.AllI

wantisforDretobehappyandforKevintooto

behappy.Ipromisetostayawaybutmyson

willhavehisfatherinhislife.IfPelontlewants

tobetheonetomakeschedulesforwhenKevin

mustDrethenIamnotagainsther.Shecan

evenbeherewhenKevinvisitsDre.Ipromiseto

stayaway.

Lorain:Youthinkthatyouaresmart?



Isaidnothing.

Lorain:IamLorainThompson.Ibarelytolerate

nonsensesoyoubetterstaythehellinyour

lanebutjustknowIwillbeahardnuttocrack.

Yourlifewon'tbeatpeaceuntilyouareoutof

thepicture.Iwillmakesureofthat.

Sheendedthecallafter.Iheldmychestand

rubbedit.Iwasscaredbecauseonceagainmy

lifeisindanger.Itriedcallingheragainjustso

wecouldfindasolutiontoallthisbutthe

numbernolongerexisted.Iwasindeepshitbut

IhadtoprotectmyselfbuthowwillIifIwillbe

killed?Isatdownandheavilybreathed.I

thoughtaboutcallingKevinbutIwilljustbea

nuisancebutDre'slifewasprobablyindanger

here.IdecidedtogiveNkosiacalljustsothatI

couldgetasecurityteam.

Nkosi:Mamelo?

Me:Hey.Iuhh...Ineedmysecurityteamback.

Idon'tmindpayingthem.



Nkosi:StraighttothepointIsee.Whythough?

Itsnotlikeyourlifeisindanger.IfIdidIwould

know.

Me:Likeyourwifeyoudon'talwaysknow

everything.

Nkosi:Let'snotgofar.Iwillsendtheminthan.

Me:Thanks.

IendedthecallandlookedatDre.Icried.My

sonissoinnocentandIamtryingbyallmeans

tofixmylifebutthemoreItrythemoreI

bounceback.

Thetimewas8whenmysecurityteamcame

throughforme.Firstlytheyintrospectedmy

housetocheckifthereisnothingsuspicious

thantheystartedwiththeirduty.

MorningcameandasIwasinmyroomIlooked

atmyresignationletter.Istayedupallnight

writingit.IntheSUVmysonwassittingonhis

carseatandoneofmyteamsweredrivingme



withthecarappointedbyHQ.Iarrivedat

ThompsonHoldings.AllthewaytohisofficeI

waspreparingtotellhimeverythingbecauseI

wasdoomed.
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Luthando

Idecidedtogoandfetchmydaughter.Icould

notjustsitaloneanddonothingathome.I

arrivedatmymother'shouseandshewas

havingherdeliciousdessert.Sheevenoffered

todishformebutunfortunatelyIdidn'twantto

stay.Ijustwantedtobealonewithmybabgirl.

Mom:Where'sthefiancéthough?

Iscratchedthebackofmyhead.

Me:Sheleft.

Sheplacedherforkdown.

Mom:Left?

Me:Yeah.Wejustdidn'tworkout.



Mom:Andyouknowthishow?

Me:BecauseshewalkedawayandMimiisjust

toobigforme.

Mom:Thereisnosuchthingasawomanbeing

biggerthanaman.That'sjustdelusional.

Me:Ifeellikewewon'tworkoutinthefuture.

SheistooyoungandMimiisabeautifulwoman

mom..Trustthat.

Shesmiled.

Me:Butthereissomeoneoutthereforher.

Shesaidnothingforsometime.

Mom:Ditsholofetso.

Me:Mom-

Mom:Don't!!Iknowthatshebroughtsome

stupidstorytoyouandsaidthatMameloisnot

therightwomanforyouwhilstNkosiisnotthe

rightmanforher.Sheisapriest'sdaughter,a

Godserverandsheisdatingamanthat'staking



otherpeople'slives?

Me:Mom-

Mom:GetoutofmyhouseLuthando.

Me:What?

Mom:Out!!!!Spugupugu!You'restupidmarn.

Nx!Isaidout!

Me:Momyoucan'tpossiblykickmeout

Shepushedmeoutofherhouseandshewas

busysayingtantrums.HowdumbIamandhow

Iwillbealonefortherestofmylife.Ididn't

fighther.IjustwalkedtomycarandIdidn't

evengetmydaughter.

Mamelo

Kev:Youwanttoresign?

Me:Yeah.

Kev:Why?IsitbecauseofDre?MimiIwon't

takehimfromyoubutIamstillmad.

Me:That'snotit.



Kev:Mameloyoucan'tjustpackandleave.This

companywantspeoplelikeyou.Smartand

intellectual.Youhavemadeanameforyourself

atThompsonHoldings.Howcanyoujustpack

andleave?

Me:Iwillbeback.Ijustneedtoclearmyhead.

Kev:Youjustneedtoclearyourhead?That's

stupid!

Me:CanIjustleavewithoutaskingpermission?

Kev:Mameloyoudontgetit.Peoplejustdon't

packandleave.Theremustbeavalidreason

andrightnowIjustthinkthatyou'releaving

becauseIknowaboutDre.

Me:No!Itsbecauseofyourmother!!

Heraisedhiseyebrow.

Kev:Mymother?

Me:Shecalledmelastnight.Shethreatened

meKevin!Doyouknowhowthatmademefeel?



Hesaidnothing.

Me:Speaktomymotherbeforesheendsmy

life.

Kev:Shewon'tendyourlifeMimi.

Me:Itsoundedlikesheiscapableofdoing

anything.

Kev:Butendingsomeone'slife?

Me:Willyoujustdoit?Talktoher?

Kev:I..

Hesighed.

Kev:IwilldefinitelyhaveatalkwithherandI

willputmyfriendLuthandoonparole.Youwon't

dieMamelo.

Me:Ihopeyou'rekeepingyourword.

Kev:Iam.CanIseemysonnow?

Me:I..I'llleavehim.Iwilljustbeatmyoffice.I



stillhaveunfinishedbusinesswithMrDube.

Kev:Thenyouwanttoleavethecompany.

Hetookthecarseat,placeditontopofhis

deskandImademywaytomyoffice.

Luthando

IenteredThompsonHoldingsandIspoketo

thereceptionist.IwasgiventhevisitortagandI

mademywaytotheCEO'soffice.Ididn'tknock.

Ijustentered.IfoundhimholdingDre.Iguess

theyarenowplayinghappyfamily.

Me:BabakaVersaceVersace.

Helookedup.

Kev:Eywidower.

Ichuckled.

Me:Classicandsassycomingfromabitch.

Kev:WhatdoyouwantLuthando?

Isatdownoppositehim.



Me:Yoursonisadorable.

Kev:Hetakesafterhisfather.That'sthebest

thing.

Me:Youknowwhatwasalsobest?

Kev:What?

Me:Iwasthefirstonetoholdhimwhenhewas

born.

HegotangryinstantlyandIknowthattheNkosi

withinhimwasabouttounleashed.Ihavefists

too.

Me:AnywhoG.Ijustcametotellyoutofire

Mimi.

Kev:AndwhywouldIdothat?

Me:BecauseIdon'twantherworkinghere.

Kev:Whoareyoutodecidewheresheshould

work?

Me:I'mherfiancé.

Kev:Well...Youshouldtalktoherandtellherto



resign.

Me:You'rehisbabydaddy.

Kev:Andyou'rehisfiancé.

Hewasreallyannoyingme.

Me:Wouldyoujustbeabiglittleboyandhither

withthatrecruitletterorsomethingbutIwant

herout.

Kev:Fine.

Iraisedmyeyebrow.

Kev:Iwillfireher

Me:Youbetter.

Kev:Underonecondition.

Iexhaled.

Me:Whichis?

Kev:YoutellhertogivemefullcustodyofDre.

OtherthanthatIwon'tfireher.



HewantedtotakeMimi'sson.Themost

previousgiftshejustdoesn'twanttoletgoof

andIhavetodoherlikethat?

Me:No.

Kev:Thensheismyexecutivedirectorandyou

won'tdoanythingaboutit.

Me:Doessheknowwhatkindofanevilman

youare?

Kev:Shehasnoidea.

Me:Iwon'tallowyoutodowhatyoudidtoBey

toMimi.Iwillnotallowthat.

Kev:IamaThompsonLuthando.Wedonot

abandonourownfleshandblood.

Ilookedathimwithadisgustedlook.Hewas

makingmesosickthatIwantedtopunchhim

sobad.Istoodupfromhischairandwalked

outtheoffice.

Mamelo



AfterworkingIwenttograbmysonandmade

mywaytothemall.Ihadtodogrocery

shopping.Iwaspushingthetrolleywhenacall

from"fiancé"camethrough.

Me:Hello?

Luu:Hey.Areyoubusy?

Me:Yes.

Luu:Whenwillyoubefree?

Me:Idon'tknow.Howaboutnever?

Luu:Youcan'tpossibleactlikethatwhenIam

tryingtomeetwithyouordon'tyouwantto

meetwithme?

Me:NoLuthando.Idon'tandtomakeyourlife

betterIsuggestyouleavemethehellalone.

Iendedthecall.

"Yohmoghel.Whohassteppedonyourtoes."I

turnedaroundandlaughedwhenIsawthisbish.

Me:Mxm.Mandyjustleavemebruh.



Mandy:Don'tgivemethatfaceofsomeone

sufferingfromsalt.

Me:Salt?BIgottheDgoodandit'sallmine.

Shechuckledbeforecomingtoseemyson.

Mandy:Atleast.

Ismackedherarm.

Me:Atleastwhat?

Mandy:HeiscuteandohGodheissochubby.

ShepickedDreup.

Mandy:Where'sLuu?

Me:Heisaround.

Mandy:Andwhere'syourring?

Me:Thingsaren'tworkingoutbetweenus.

Mandy:Whyaremensocruelthough?

HerandTshepibrokeup...Tshepiwastheone

whocanceledtheweddingandwenttothe

military.



Me:IknowrightbutIamnotalone.Ihavemy

sonwithme.

Mandy:AndyouareblessedMimi.You'reeven

glowingshowingthatlifeistreatingyouwell.

Me:Itryhey..

WecontinuedtalkinguntilsheleftandI

resumedtomyshopping.

Luthando

InsteadofdrowningmyselfinalcohollikeI

alwaysdo.Idecidedtobeamanandjustface

myresponsibility.IloveMameloandIdon't

wanttoloseherbutagainIthinkIshouldset

herfree.Sheisateenagerafterallandshe

doesn'tknowanythingaboutmarriagebut

againIstillengagedknowingthis.Rightnowmy

aimwasn'ttojustgetmarriedbuttostay

married.Iwenttoaflowerboutiqueandbought

differenttypesofflowers.Itwashardpassing

throughthetightsecurityatThompson

HoldingsbutIdidmanage.Igotintoherhouse



usingthesparekeyandIbegantodecorateher

room..

Mamelo

OnmywaytomyplaceIcalledNdondo.My

aunt.

Me:HeyNdondo.

Her:HelloMimi?

Me:Ihopeyou'rewell.

Her:Iamdarling.Wena?(you?)

Me:Iamalsook.IamcomingtoMafikeng

tomorrowandIwaswonderingifIcouldcrash

atyourplace.

Her:Idon'tmindMimi.Iwillspeciallycleanthe

guestroomforyou.Yourcousinsareevenhere.

Yourbrother.Everyone.Wearecelebrating

Gogo's114thbirthdaythiscomingweekend.

Me:ican'twait.

Her:Iwillbewaitingforyouchild.



IendedthecallandatmyhouseIgothelpfrom

mysecurityteam.

Jack:Waitherema'am.Webelievethereisan

intruder.

Me:Intruder?

Jack:Waithere..

HemadehiswayinwhileIheldtightlytoDre.

Hereturnedandgavetheotherguardalook.

Me:Iseverythingalright?

Jack:Youmayenter.

Me:No.WeshouldcallKevintheownerofthis

building.

Jack:Everythingisfinema'am.

Isaidnothing.Ienteredthehouseanditwas

darkbuttherewereredcandles.

Me:Jackwhatis-

"Relax.It'sme."HecameclosersoIcouldsee

hisface.



Me:Luthando...howdidyougetin?

Luu:Ihavemyways.

Inodded.

Luu:We'rebothnotreadyformarriagehenceI

wantustostartoverfromacleanslate.We

shouldnotrushthings.Weshouldjustbe

boyfriendandgirlfriendbutthebettertitleis

husbandandwife.Therewillcomeapoint

wherewegettoownthem.Fornow..

Hehandedtherosetom.

Luu:MissNyosi...Wouldyoubemygirlfriend?

.

.

THEEND




