
SIMBONGILE'SJOURNEY

Beingahousewifewasmyproffession2

10yearsprior.

Theywereallgatheredinthelounge,havinga

familymeeting.

Thokozani:"Iknowthekidsarenotmineby

bloodbythatdoesn'tmeananythingtome,

YesterdayImadeapromisetomywifethatI'd

raisethem,I'dtakecareofthem sopleasedon't

makemebreakthatpromise.Allowmetostay

withthem,theywillvisitanytimeyouwantthem

to,youcanalsovisitjustlikeyoudidwhen...you

know,whenOyiwasstillwithus.Ilovethem

liketheyweremyown"



Londekawipedoffhertears.

Londeka:"Mysisterdiedahappywoman

Thokozani,Iknownowmorethaneverthatyou

lovedherandforthatIthankyou"

Hewassotiredofcrying,henowwantedtobe

strongforthekids,asmuchashewantedtocry

buthehadtostophimself.

Mvelo:"OkaySfisoyoualsohaveasayinthis,

doyouallowThokozanitostaywiththekids?"

Sfiso:"ImeanIwouldalsoloveraisingmykids

butIcan'tbethatselfish,I'veseenhowyou

lovedmykidsbeforeOyidiedandhowyoulove

them nowandIseehowbrokenyouaresoI

can'ttakeawaythelittlereminderyouhavefor



Oyintando,thekids.Ihavenoproblem,youcan

staywiththem.YouandIwillhavetowork

togetheronhowwegoaboutthis"

Thokozanireleasedthesighhedidn'tknowhe

washolding,asighofrelief.

Thokozani:"Thankyou,thatmeansalottome.I

promiseI'lltakecareofthem thebestwayI

can"

Tk'smom:"OkayseeingthatPhakadeisstill

young,youwon'tbeabletocope.Iwillstayhere

withyousothatIcanhelpyou"

Tk'sDad:"Andwhowilltakecareofmeback

home"



Theyalllaughed,forthefirsttimesince

yesterdaytheylaughedbecauseofhowmuch

ofacrybabyMrDlaminiis.

Tk'smom:"Haiiibabamysonneedsmemore,

I'llcomebackwhenthebabyisatleast3

monthsoldandreadytohaveananny"

Thokozani:"ThankyouMa.IknowIwantto

staywiththekidsandallthatbutIthinkit'salso

fairifweaskthem iftheydowanttostaywith

me,causeIdon'twantthem feelingliketheyare

forced."

Londekanoddedandwenttocallthekids,they

allcameandSbaniwenttositonThokozani's

lap.



Mvelo:"Mybabies,weweretalkinghereabout

whowilltakecareofyou,yeswewillalltake

careofyoubutwewouldliketoknowwhodo

wanttostaywith?"

Sbani:"IwanttostaywithuncleTk"

Simbongile:"I'm alsohappytostaywithuncle

Tk"

Oluhle:"WehavegrownclosertouncleTk,he

hasbecomeafathertous,daddon'tgetme

wrongyouarealsoourfatherandweloveyou

butwealsoloveuncleTkandforusIthinkit's

bestwestaywithhim"

Tk'stearsdropped,hesilentlymadeapromise

tohimselftoneverdisappointthesekids,they



believeinhim.

Mvelo:"Okaysettled,uncleTKalsowantsto

staywithyou"

Theyallwentandsqueezedthemselvestohim,

allthreeofthem.OluhleandSbanionhislap

andSimbongileonthecouchbutsleepingon

hisshoulder.

Laterafterthemeeting,everyonehadleft.Only

fewfamilymembersremainedandhelpedout

withcleaning.

MkhuseliwalkedtoThokozani'sroom and

foundhim lookingatthephotosofOyintando,

withhistearsdropping.



Hestoodatthedoorquietly,hopingnotto

disturbhim.

AftersometimeThokozanilookedup,hefound

Mkhuselileaningagainstthedoor.

Thokozani:"Bafo"

Mkhu:"Bafo,I'm sorryaboutMaMbatha.I

promiseyouI'llmakesureIfindjusticeforher,I

needyoutogivemeSamkelisiwe'snumbers"

Thokozanisighedandgavehim thephone,he

scrolledthroughthecontactsandfinallyfound

them.Hesavedthem onhisphonethensat

nexttohisheartbrokenbrother.



Thokozani:"ThedoctorsaidPhakadeshouldbe

homeintwotothreeweeksfrom now,Ihaveto

preparehisnurseryandgoshopforeverything

hewillneed"

Mkhuseli:"I'llaskmom towritemedown

everythinghewillneedthe.I'llgoshopping,

don'tworryaboutthenursery,I'llfindthebest

interiordesignerforthat"

Thokozaninoddedandthankedhisbrother.

*Fourweekslater*

ItwasexactlyamonthsinceOyintandopassed

on,thepaintoThokozaniwasstillverymuch

newbuthetriedhisbesttobethereforthekids

evenemotionally.Phakadewasfinallyhome



andThokozani'smom movedinwiththem.

MEANWHILEINCAPETOWN.

Samkelisiwe'sphonerang,itwasanunknown

number.Shewasstillscaredofwhatshedid,

sheknewtheywerelookingforherasthe

waiterhasbeendealtwith,sheknowshesang

likeacanarythereforethereisnowaythey

wouldnotlookforher,shehadtopackherbags,

takeherbabyandrunforherlife.

Shelookedattheringingphoneandthoughtfor

awhile,whetherornotshouldsheanswer.

Shedecidedagainstit,shedecidednotto

answer.



Lateronamessagecamethrough

"I'm outside,fakeIDandpassportsready"

Shewentandlookedthroughthewindowfirst

anditsurewasthemanhespoketo,shelether

in.

Man:"Everythingisinhere,mymoneyplease"

Shegavehim theenvelopethathadmoney,she

hadnootherchoicebuttochangeheridentity.

Themanleft,shedidn'twastetime,shebooked

thefirstflighttoCanada.

*PRESENTDAY*

It'sexactly10yearssincetheirmom died,they



havegrownandit'sallthankstoThokozaniwho

didn'tgobackonhisword,hetookcareofthem,

sacrificedalotforthem andstillis.Oluhleis

now25yearsoldanddoingherfinalyearin

medicine.

Simbongileis19yearsoldyearsoldanddoing

hissecondyearinvarsitybutalsohelpspeople

withproblemstheycomeacrosswithinlife,be

itsicknesses,theirmarriagesorlifeingeneral,

hecomeshighlyrecommended.

Sbaniis16yearsoldandstillverymuchinhigh

school,sheisdifferentfrom hersiblings.She

lovesallthingsglamorousandshe'sintomedia,

apartfrom schoolsheisaTVpresenter.

Phakade,wellPhakadeisonly10yearsold,he

hasgrowntobeagoodboy,wholooksexactly

likehisdad,heisinthe5thgradeatschool.

MkhuseliandThokozanitriedalltheycouldto



locateSamke,buteachattempthadlooseends,

Thokozanifinallydecidedtoletgobecausehe

wantedtomoveonandfocusonbeingabetter

fathertohiskids.

ThisishowSimbongile'sJourneybegins,you

haveanideaofwhat'shappeningnowbutmore

isyettocomeaswego.

#Unedited

#Goodmorning

Simbongile'sJourney

Insert1.

*Simbongile*



Theyusuallysayyoucan'tremembermost

thingsthathappenedwhenyouwereyoung,but

withme,Irememberalmosteverythingthat

happenedwhenIwasyoung.Iwasconfusedas

tohowIcommunicatedwithmygreat

grandparentsandmygrandparentsbutnowit

allmakessense,Ihavegrowntounderstandmy

lifeandsituationbetter.AuntSnethembaalso

helpedmethroughit,wellAuntSnethembais

mydad'swife,theybeenmarriedfor9years

andtheyhave2kidstogether.Ourfamilyhas

grownalotbecausewearealsoclosewith

LwandleandMpilo,theyaremydad'stwinboys

andtheyarejust6yearsold.

AnywayatthemomentI'm atresbutIcan't

seem tofocus,eversinceIhadadream ofagirl

who'sthesameageasme,apparentlyI'llmeet

herandshehasalltheanswersIneed.

Ijustfeellikegoinghomefortheweekend,



whenI'm homeI'm abletoconnectmorewith

myancestors,I'm abletotalktothem andget

answersquickly.

Ialsogetthevibethatmymom isnotrestingin

peace,it'ssomethingthatIalsohavetodiscuss

withdadohdadbeinguncleTK,overthepast

10yearswe'vegrowntocallhim dad.

*Oluhle*

Imissmydadsomuch,todayIdecidedI'm not

sleepingattheapartment,I'm goinghome.

Zweli:"Butbabyyouwerehomelastweek,can't

wespendsometimetogether?"

Zweliismyboyfriend,we'vebeentogetherfor3

yearsnow.



Me:"ZweImissmydad,heislonelyandas

muchasheinsiststhatweshouldnotworry

abouthim,Ican'thelpit.IfeellikeIshould

checkonhim everynowandagain."

Zweli:"YahIknowbutSbaniisthere,she'lllet

youknowwhenyourdadisnotokaybabe"

Yoohthisguy,I'm seriouslynotdoingthiswith

him,IwanttogohometomydadandI'lldojust

that.Ilefthim thereandwenttogetmybag,I

haveclothesathomesononeedtopackabag.

Hefollowedmeandheldmywaist.

Zweli:"Youmadatmenow?Wewerestill

talkinglove"

Me:"I'm notmadatyou,Ijustdon'tunderstand



youattimes,ThatmanraisedmysiblingsandI

whenourmom passedon,hechosetodedicate

10yearsofhislifetous,withoutanywomanin

hislife,I'm 25,mybrotheris19,Sbaniis16and

Phakadeis10tellmewhichmancandothat?

Letalonethefactthatwearenothis

biologically,onlyPhakadeis.I...Ilovemydad

ZweliandifIhadtochoosebetweenyouand

him,Iwouldn'thesitatetochoosehim"

Iwasgettingemotional,Idon'tknowwhybutI

sometimeswishmom wasstillalive,asmuch

aswewereraisedwell,AuntNdekaandUncle

MveloarestillverypresentinourlivesbutIstill

wishforherpresence,herlovewasdifferent

andImissthatkindofdifferentlove.

Zweli:"Hey....heybabydon'tcry,I'm sorrymy

love.Ididn'tmeantoupsetyou,youcangosee



dad"

Hebroughtmeintoawarm hug.

*Simbongile*

Ifinallygothomeanddadwasinthekitchen

cookingwithSbanisndPhakadewhowasn't

doingmuchreally,theywereevensinging.Ijust

stoodtherelookingatthem,Iwonderwhatdid

wedotohaveamanlikehim inourlives,he

lovesuslikehisown,heturnedandsmiled

whenhehiseyeslandedonme.

Dad:"AhhMfana,youhere?"

Me:"Yeahyeah,itgetslonelyatRessoI



thoughtIshouldcomespendtheweekendhere

athome,Lighthow'sit?"

LightisSbani,that'swhatIcallher.

Sbani:"I'm goodbroandbondingwithdaddy

andPhakade,it'sgoodthatyouhome"

Me:"I'm sohungry,whatareyouguyscooking?"

Sbani:"Wemadepasta,I'lldishupinafew"

Dadputthedishclothonthecounterand

walkedwithmetothelounge,Phakademade

suretofollowusandlefthersisterthere.

Sbani:"HawuP,youalsoleavingmeinhere?"



Phakade:"Kitchensaremeantforwomen,I'm

followingmen.Sorrysis"

Welaughed,hedoesn'ttalkmuchbutwhenhe

doestalk...wow.

"Hellloooo"

Thatcanonlybeonepersonandit'snoneother

thanOluhle.

ShecameinandgavemeandPhakadehugs

thendadthelongesthugandakissonthe

cheek,hechuckled.

Oluhle:"Heybabami"(Mydad)



Dad:"Myangel,Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming".

Oluhle:"Imissedyousohey...Ijustnjehey"

Welaughed,shejustnjehey.Ilookedather,

somethingwasoffwithher,therewas

somethingIseeanditisconnectedtothe

womanthatkilledmom.

Oluhle:"WhereisPrincess?"

Dad:"Inthekitchen,she'scookingupastorm"

Welaughed,onlySbanicansayevenwhen

she'sactuallyboilinganegg.



Oluhlestoodupandwenttothekitchen,asshe

walkedawayIcouldasmallbaby,anewborn

babygoingwithherbutlookingatthisbaby,I

seethatwomanthatkilledmom.

Dad:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"Umm...Yeah,I...I'm finedad,I'm okay"

Ididagoodthingbycominghome,there'salot

thatneedsmyattention.

*Thokozani*

WewerenoweatinginfrontoftheTV,having

thesekidswarmsmyheart,Icouldn'tbe

happier.



Oluhlekeptonlookingatmebutshewould

smilewhenIcatchherlooking.

Me:"Talkbaby"

Shesighedandplayedwithherfoodusinga

fork.

Oluhle:"It'sbeen10yearssincemom passed

on"

Me:"Yesand?"

Oluhle:"Youdidyourbestintakingcareofus

dad,welacknothing,wearehappykidsandwe

feelloved".



Me:"Iknowbaby,what'syourpoint?"

Shesighed,Iknowwhateveritis,I'm notgoing

tolikeit.

Oluhle:"Don'tyouthinkyoushouldfind

someonewhowillentertainyoudad,awoman?"

IfrownednotbelievingwhatI'm hearing.

Me:"I'm notreplacingmywifewithanywoman,

IlovedherandIwon'ttakethelovethatwas

meantforherandgiveittoanotherwoman".

Oluhle:"I'm notsayingy...."

Istoodup.



Me:"Goodnightmykids,IloveyoubutIneedto

rest,tomorrowwegoingout".

Ileftthem thereandheadedtomyroom,Iwent

totheclosetandtookoneofherdresses,I

lockedmydoorandgotinbed.Ihuggedthe

dresswithtearsstreamingdown.

Me:"Sthandwasam,kubesikuphimanje?The

kidshavegrownyoudidn'tevengettoseeand

kissPhakade,heissuchagoodboyandIenjoy

raisinghim andSbaninowthatOluhleand

Simbongilehavegrown.Mamathekidswant

metofindanotherwoman,butIcan't...10years

laterI'm stillverymuchinlovewithyou,Ican't

betrayyoulikethatbaby"



Hekeptquiet,criedwhileholdinghiswife's

dress.

*Narrated*

Simbongilekneeleddown,hestartedclapping

andcallinguponhisancestors.Heclosedhis

eyesandthefirstthinghesawwasablackgirl

inhisage,theyounggirlbumpedintohim at

Campusandthenshelookedathim butthe

visiondisappeared.

Simbongile:"Whoareyou?Whyam Ihaving

dreamsaboutyou?DoesthismeanI'm still

gonnameetyou?Am Igoingtomeetyouat

Campus?"

Heaskedhimselfallthosequestions,hethen



closedhiseyesagainandsawhismother

crying,sittinginthecold.

Simbongile:"Talktomemom,Ican'thelpifI

don'tknowwhat'swrong"

#Unedited

#SJ

Simbongile'sJourney.

Insert2.

*Simbongile*

Ikeptontossingandturning,Icouldn'tfindany

sleep.Thethingwithmymom isbotheringme

andtothinkIdon'tknowhowtohelphermakes



mattersworse.Ifinallydecidedtogetupand

gogetaglassofwaterinthekitchen.

WalkingdownthestairsIfeltalittlebitofcold

air,Iknowthistoowell,thisissomesortof

communication.Icontinuedwalkingdownand

assoonasIopenedthefridge....

"Boyza"

Iclosedmyeyes,thatcanonlybemymom.10

yearslaterthepainoflosingherisstillvery

muchfreshanditbecomesevenmorepainful

asIgrow.Eversinceshepassedon,I'vebeen

seeingandcommunicatingwithheronmy

dreamsbutneverhaveIeverseenher,today

sheishereandIam evenscaredofturning.

EveryoneknowsI'm strong,probablystronger

thana50yearoldmanwho'sbeenthroughhell

andbackbutthismomenthasjustshownme



thatIcanbeweak,I'm humanafterall.

"Simbongile"

Iturnedslowly,mymom hasalwaysbeen

beautifulbuttoday,now!Sheismorethan

beautiful.

Thebrightlightfrom themoonshonebrightly

onher.

Me:"M...mom"

Shewalkedcloser,Icouldn'tbelievethis.

Mom:"I'm soproudofyoumyboy,youare

strong.Youarenotonlystrongforyourselfbut

foryoursiblingsaswell.Iloveyoubaby,I'm



lookingdownonyou"

IwipedoffthetearsIdidn'trealiseIhaduntil

myvisiongotblurrybecauseofthem.

Mom:"ThingswillworkoutSimbongile,Iknow

yousometimesgetconfusedandfeellike

thingsdon'tmakesensebutdon'tstress,Iwant

youtoalsofocusonbeingachildandenjoy

yourteenagelife.Thingsthatneedtobe

revealedwillrevealthemselveswithoutyou

havingtostress"

Me:"I...Mom Ihadavisionofyousittinginthe

cold...Idon't..."

Mom:"Yes,I'm findingithardtorestwhenthe

onewhohadmyheartcriesthewholenight,



pleasetellThokozaniIstillandwillforeverlove

him butalsotellhim tostopcryingforme,Iam

findingithardtorestwhenheisunhappy.IfI

couldcomebacktolifethenIwouldjusttobe

withhim andyouguysbutIcan't,tellhim to

moveonandmovingonshouldn'tmakehim

feelguilty,heshouldalwaysknowthatIknow

helovedme,thathelovesme.Iam settinghim

freeandtellhim Isaidheshouldnotdisagree

withhisheartbecausehisheartwillneverlie

andbetrayhim,hewillmeetawomanwhom I

loveandchoseforhim andheshouldnotdeny

whathewillfeeltowardsher"

Ilookedatherandnodded.

Me:"That'sifhewillbelievemeMom butI'lltell

him."



Mom:"OneimportantthingbeforeIgo,please

makesureOluhlebreaksupwiththatboy

Simbongile,Ican'trestbecauseofthedanger

surroundingmydaughter,thatboyisbadnews

andsoonyoursisterwillbeaffected,it'sbad

enoughthatshe'scarryinghischild"

Assoonasmom saidthatIrememberedthe

visionIhad,ofachildwalkingnexttoOlu.Does

itmeanshe'spregnant?I'm yettofindouthow

hisboyfriendisnotgoodforher.

Me:"Mom h..."

Mom:"IhavetogoBoyza,mytimeisup.Tellall

yoursiblingsIlovethem,tellthem I'm always

withthem,wherevertheygoandtellPhakadeI

saidheshouldkeepupthegoodgradesand

nailthespellingbeecompetition,I'llbewithhim,



donotforgettotellmyhusbandwhatIsaid

Simz,I'm proudofyoumybaby,always

rememberthatandIloveyoualot.Thegirl

you'vebeenseeing,you'llsoonmeetherandall

theanswersyouneedwillbefound."

Justlikethatshedisappeared.

Someoneclearedtheirthroat.

Ilookedupandfounddadlookingatme.

Me:"Dad...howlonghaveyoubeenstanding

there?"

Dad:"Longenoughtoseethatyouwereinan

intenseconversationwithsomeone,areyou

okay?"



Wellmyfamilyknowsaboutmygiftsothey

don'tgetsurprisedeachtimeI'm inthisposition.

Me:"I'm finedad,areyoufine?"

Dad:"YeahI'm good"

Me:"Sleeplessnight?"

Dad:"Yeahyoucouldsaythat,you?"

Me:"Samehere"

Dad:"Let'sgrabadrink"



Inoddedandreturnedthewaterinsidethe

fridge,wewenttohisstudy,hepouredus

glassesofhisfavouritescotch.

Wesatdownincomfortablesilence,bothdeep

inourthoughts.

*Thokozani*

Ilookedatthetimeonmyclockonthewall,it

wascloseto5o'clockinthemorning,

SimbongileandIhadgoodlaughs,oneglass

turnedtotwothenthree,wedidn'tevenrealise

howlateithasbecomebecausewewerejust

talkingaboutthingsofthepast,goodmemories.

IknowsomemightsayI'm abadinfluencefor

lettinghim drink,Simbongileisavery



disciplinedchildandIallowhim onceortwice

inawhiletohaveanalcoholicdrink,healways

dealswithalotandsometimesitbecomestoo

muchforhim.

Simbongile:"Dad"

Me:"Son"

Him:"YouneveraskedwhowasItalkingto

whenyouwalkedinonmeinthekitchen,why?"

Me:"Becauseapartofmeknowsitwasyour

mom"

Iheardhim saymom andasmuchasI'dliketo

knowwhattheyweretalkingabout,Isomehow



don'twanttoknowbecauseknowingthatshe

wasthereasaspiritnothumanhurtsme.

Him:"Don'tyouwannaknowwhatshewas

saying?"

Isighed.

Me:"Tellme"

Him:"ShewassayingIshouldtellyoutostop

cryingforhereverynight,shesaidshecan't

restpeacefullyknowingyouhavenotfullyletgo

ofher,sheknowsyouloveherandsheloves

youevenmorebutshewantsyoutomoveon,

shesaysdonotdenywhatyourheartwillfeel

onceyoumeetanotherwoman,allowyourself

tofallinlove"



Me:"WellIdon'ttrustyouSimbongile,Oyiwould

neverallowmetoseeanotherwoman,heckI'd

neverallowmyselftodothat,soIdon'ttrust

thatson.Youprobablyplannedthiswithyour

sisterbecauseshealsobroughtitupyesterday

andnowyouaretellingmethat"

HelookedatmelikeI'm crazy,ifIwasnotolder

thanhim hewasdefinitelygoingtotellmeI'm

stupid.

Him:"Dadfine!SayOluandIplannedthis,how

doweknowyoucryallnight?Thetruthis

knownbyyou,youtheonewhoknowswhether

youcryornot"

Me:"Let'sgogetsomesleep,youknowI



promisedtotakeyouguysoutandthat'sina

fewhourstime"

Me:"Yeahlet'sgo"

Weleftthestudyandwenttoourrooms.Ilaid

inbed,thinkingaboutwhatSimbongilesaid.I

knowheistellingthetruthbutthemanthat

lovesMaMbathaalotinmedoesn'twanna

admit.Isighedandfinallysleepconsumedme.

*NARRATED*

Everyonewasreadytogo,theywereallwaiting

forSimbongilewhohappenedtobeprayingin

hisroom.Prayingforthesafetyofhisfamily,

askingGodandhisancestorstoleadthem as

theywillbeleavingthehouseandtoprotect



them from allthebadthingsoftheworld.

Hethenmadehiswaytoeveryone,theyfinally

left.

Whentheygottothemallm,theyoptedfor

Spurasitistheiroldtimefavourite.

Oluhlefoundaperfectsecludedtableforthem.

Phakade:"I'm sohungry,wedidn'thaveacool

breakfastsocanweorder?"

Olu:"Acoolbreakfast?What'sacool

breakfast?"

Phakade:"SisiyouknowwhatImean"



Shani:"OhIknowwhatyoumeanbabybro"

AladywearingSpuruniform walkeduptothem

withmenus,shegreetedwithasmileand

Thokozanicouldn'thelpbutsmileback,withhis

heartbeatingfaster.

Lady:"Youwillletmeknowwhenyou'reready

toplaceyourorders"

Thokozani:"Weare...I...Imeanweare"

Oluhlelookedathisdadwhowassuddenly

tonguetied,shesmiledalittlebecauseshewas

awareofwhatwashappening.

*Oluhle*



Ihadalovelytimewithmyfamily,goodlaughs,

sharingoldtimestorieswhichreallyhad

Phakadefascinatedandmostofallseeingmy

dadhappymademehappy.

Iwasnowdrivingtomyapartment,Ihavetogo

tothehospitallaterformypracticals.Beinga

doctorisnotawalkinthepark,itrequireshard

workandIhonestlycannotwaittofinally

graduateandbeDrOluhleKunene,how

amazingdoesthatsound.

Isuddenlyfelttheurgetovomitandmyvision

gotblurry,Iwasslowlylosingcontrolofthe

stirringwheelsoIdecidedtoparkthecarofthe

sideoftheroadbeforeIcauseanaccident.

Myphonerang,itwasSimz.



Me:"Hey...missmealready?"

Simbongile:"Iknowyounotokay,requestan

Ubertothedoctorandleavethatcarthere,I'll

havesomeonetopickitup"

Iwon'tevenaskhowheknowswhereIam or

howheknowsthatI'm notokay.I'm hisolder

sisterbuthehasbeenprotectinguslikeheis

theoldone.

Me:"Okay"

Hehungup,IrequestedtheUbertoourfamily

doctorandgotoutofthecartogetsomeair,I

washavinghotflushes.



AftersometimeofwaitingmyUberarrivedand

atthesametimethepersonwhowilltakemy

cararrived,Itookmybagfrom thecarandwent

totheUber.

20minuteslaterwearrivedatDrSteenkamp's

surgery,IpaidandthankedtheUberdriverthen

Iwentinside.Luckyformetherewasonlyone

persononthebenchwaitingtobeattended.

Igreetedthereceptionladywhom I'vegotten

usedtobecauseDrSisourfamilydoctorand

she'sbeenworkingherforawhile.

Thepersonwhowasinsidewentoutandthe

onewhowasonthebenchwentin,shetook

about15minutesinsidethengotout.



"Youcangoin"

IstoodupandwentinsideDrSteenkamp's

office.

Me:"Dochey"

DrS:"HeyDrO,howareyou?"

Yepthat'showheaddressesme,DrO.

Me:"Iam goodbutI'm notsurehealthwise"

DrS:"Whatseemstobetheproblem?"



Me:"HonestlyIdon'tknowhey,truewhatthey

say...Adoctorcanneverhealthemselveshuh?"

Helaughedandagreedwithme.

Me:"IwasdrivingwhenIsuddenlyfelttheurge

tovomit,Iwasdizzyandmyvisionwasblurry.I

thenstartedfeelingveryhot."

DrS:"Whenlastdidyouseeyourperiods?"

Iopenedmyeyeswide.What?Itthenclicked

thattherewasadaywhenZweliandIdidn'tuse

acondom,Ididn'tseemyperiodsthismonth

anditneverbotheredmebecausesometimesit

happens.



Me:"OhmyGod!!Icouldbepregnant"

Hesmiledandsaid...

DrS:"Let'stesttosee"

Iwentandpeedonthecup,heinsertedthe

stickandputonthetable.

Ilookeddown,playingwithmyhandsandwhen

IlookedupIfoundhisstarringatme,smiling.

Me:"And?"

Helookedatthestickandlookedatme.

DrS:"Congratulationsmommy"



Hedidn'tlooktoexcitedforme,helooked

disappointed.

Me:"Umm wowI...thanksIguess"

HonestlyIwasalsonotthathappy,Idon'twant

tohaveababy,atleastnotnowwhenmycareer

isatitspeak.

DrS:"Canyoupleaselayonthebedsowecan

seehowfaralongareyou?"

Iobligedandlaidonthebed,heappliedthegel

onmytummyandmovedthescanneraround.I

am indeedpregnant,hewassmilingawkwardly.



DrS:"That'syourlittlehumanthere,youare8

weekspregnant"

Isighedandnodded.Hegavemeaclothto

wipeoffthegelthenIgotoffthebed.He

prescribedmesupplementsI'llneed,Ibidhim

goodbyeandleft.

#Unedited

#SJ

Simbongile'sJourney.

Insert3.

*Oluhle*

Aweekhaspassed,Istillhaven'ttoldanyone

aboutmypregnancynotmyfamilyoreven



Zweli.I'vebeentryingtodigestthiswholething,

IhonestlywanttobehappybutIcan'tbring

myselftoit.EachtimedadorSimzcallIjust

makeexcusesaboutpracticalsatthehospital

andhowbusyitgets.IthinkIhavetocallAuntie

Sne,talkingtoherissoeasy.

Imademyselfacupofrooibosteaandsat

down,Itookmyphoneandcalledher.

AuntieSne:"Heylookwhomissesme"

Igiggled,that'showeveryoneusuallyresponds

tomycalls,Ihardlyevercall.

Me:"Heymommy"

Her:"Heybabygirl,howareyou?"



Me:"Ohwell...I'm breathing,howareyou?"

Her:"I'm okay,whyaren'tyougood?Just

breathing?"

Me:"Canwemeetupforlunch?Mytreat,I

wannatalktoyouaboutsomething"

Shewentquietforsometime.

Her:"Areyouattheapartment?"

Me:"Yeah"

Her:"Okayhow'saboutIgetuslunchthen



comeoverthere?"

Me:"Soundsevenbetter,pleaseanythingyou'll

getforus,makesuremineischilli"

Yep,Ievenlovechillithings.Idon'tknowhow

causeI'veneverbeenthetypetoeachchilli

food.

Her:"Youandchillies,areyousureyouokay?"

Ilaughed,sheissonosy.

Me:"Byemommy,kissthetwinsforme"

Her:"Okayseeyouin30,I'llkissthesetwo

rascals"



Ihungupandsigned.Whilewaitingforher,why

notcallAuntieNdekajusttocheckuponheror

evenmakeanappointmenttovisit,Ihaven't

beenspendingenoughtimewithmypeople,or

maybeIshouldstartbycallinguncleMvelo

becauseIknowshouldIcallAuntieNdekafirst,

wewon'tfinishtalkingonthephone.

*Simbongile*

IhavebacktobackclassestodayandIjustgot

outofmysecondclass,headingtomythirdand

lastclassoftheday.

I'm honestlyworriedaboutOluhle,from last

weekI'vebeentryingtocallher,atfirstshe

wasn'ttakingmycallsandthenshewentand

madeexcusesaboutpracticalsbeinghectic.I

tolddadaboutit,hetoldmehe'sbeengetting



thesameexcusesbuthealsoadvisedmetolet

herbeandgivehersomespace,maybeshe

needit.

"Ouch!!!!Lookwhereyougoing"

Ibumpedintosomeone,Iwasdeepinmy

thoughtssomuchthatIdidn'tseeher.

Me:"I...I'm sorry,Ijust...Ihavealotinmind,I

didn'tseeyou.I'm sorry"

Her:"It'sokay,Icantellyouhavealotinmind"

Icouldhearhertalkingbutfrom adistance,her

wordswerejustnotaudibleenough.AllIcould

seeisthatvisionIhad,ofmebumpingintoa



girlwhosupposedlyhasalltheanswersIneed,

shelooksexactlylikethegirlonmyvision,she

actuallyisthatgirl

Her:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"Umm y...yeah,I'm fine,Simbongilehere"

Her:"Amandla"

Amandla?IknowanAmandlawhohappensto

bedad'sdaughterandcometothinkofitthis

younggirllookslikehim alot,nowthatI'm

payingattention.

Me:"Umm wowI....canwedolunchifyoudon't

mind?"



Amandla:"Okaynoproblem,I'm headingtomy

lastclassrightnowbutherearemynumbers"

Shecalledouthernumbers,Isavedthem and

thankedher.

Me:"I'm alsogoingtomylastclassthenI'llcall

youafterclasssowecanmeetup"

Amandla:"Cool"

Shewalkedoff,thiscan'tbeacoincidence,it's

her.Icanfeelit,it'sher.

.............

Classwentonquickly,I'dbelyingifIsaidI

heardanythingcausemymindwasonthatgirl.



Ipackedmystuffandcalledher.

Amandla:"Ammyhere,hello?"

Shehasanaccent,onethatIcan'tmyfingeron

butIcantellshe'snotfrom here,orshe'sbeen

stayingsomewhereoutsideSouthAfrica.

Me:"Heyit'sSimbongile".

AlsotheAmandlaIknowwasAmmy.

Amandla:"Ohhey"

Me:"Canwemeetattheparkinglot,sothatwe

cangoouttoourlunch?"



Sheagreedandminuteslaterwewerebothat

theparkinglot.

Amandla:"Mycaroryours?"

Me:"Any,whichonewouldyouprefer?"

Amandla:"Let'stakeyours"

Inoddedandunlockedmycarthenopenedthe

doorforher.

Amandla:"Thankyou"

Igotinanddroveoff,wewenttoSpursatthe



malldowntown.Iopenedthechairforher,she

satdownandthankedmeonceagain,Itooka

sit.

Amandla:"You'reatruegentleman"

Ismiled.

Me:"Ilearntfrom thebestbutthankyou,Itry"

Amandla:"Canweorder,I'm famished"

Shewassoblackandsobeautifulbutone

couldn'tmissthatUncleTkinher,alotofUncle

Tkifyouaskme.

Weordered.



Me:"Isensesomeaccentinthere,whereare

youfrom?"

Amandla:"WelloriginallyI'm SouthAfrican,well

mymom lovestravelingaroundtheworld,soI

wasactuallyborninAmericabutlatercame

backwhenIwasabout9orso,wedidn'teven

stayforlong.WethenleftforCanada,that's

whereI'vebeenstayingsincethen,tillIdecided

IwannafurthermystudiesinSA"

Inodded.

Me:"Okay,soanyfamilyinSA?"

Amandla:"WellIdohaveanUncle,uncleZweli.

He'stheonlypersonfrom mymother'ssideof



thefamilyIgetalongwithandseemoreoften

andthenIdon'tknowmydad,okayIlastsaw

him whenIwas9,whenwecamebackfrom

AmericaandsincethenI'veneverseenhernor

hisfamily."

Me:"Okaybutdoyouwanttoknowhim?"

Ourfoodcame,shedidn'tevenwastetime,she

dugrightin.

Amandla:"WellatonepointIdidwanttomeet

him butmymom toldmehedeniedmeashis

childandtoldmymom hewouldkillherandkill

meifsheforcesmedownhisthroat,soIjust

chosetoletitgo,what'sthepointofwantingto

knowsomeonewhodoesn'twantyou?"



Me:"YeahIsee...butIsay,lookforhim andhear

hissideofthestory,hecouldbeagoodperson

youknow?"

Amandla:"Yeahbutmymom wouldneverlieto

me"

Ishruggedandsaid....

Me:"Okay"

Itisnowconfirmed,sheisuncleTk,sAmandla

becauseshementionedZweliwhohappensto

beOlu'sboyfriendandthevisionIhad,Zweliis

linkedtothatwomenthatkilledmymom.

Weatesilently,shelookedatme.



Amandla:"So...you,what'syourstory?"

ItoldherwhatIcouldtellher,she'sactuallya

nicepersonandfuntobehangoutwith.

Afterourlunch,Idroveherbacktocampusso

shecouldgogethercar,weagreedonhanging

outmorethenIleft.

ItextedOluhle.

"WENEEDTOTALK,ITSABOUTZWELI"

*Thokozani*

I'm tryingtogetridofthatladyinmyheadbutI

can't,mymindkeepsofdriftingofftoher,her

smileandwhilethishappens,Ican'thelpbut



feellikeI'm betrayingmywife.Thekidswentto

school,Idecidedtoworkfrom hometoday

becauseI'm abitdistractedandIcan'ttakemy

distractiontowork.

ItookOyi'spicturefrom mydeskandkissedit.

Me:"I'm sorryIeventhoughtofbetrayingyou

mylove,Ipromisedtonevercheatonyouand

soI'm gonnakeepmypromise"

Isattherelookingatthepicture,flashbacks

floodedmyhead,from thefirsttimeIsawher,

tohowhappyshewaswhenIproposedtohow

crazyshewouldbewhenpregnantwith

Phakade.Ifoundmyselfsmilingthroughtears,I

don'tthinkI'lleverloveawomanthewayIloved

her.Shechallengedme,didn'tmindtellingme

thewaytogetoffandshesureknewhowtoput

meonmyplace,somethingnowomanhasever



beenabletodo.

Me:"Iloveyoumama,howIwishyoucould

walkthroughthisdoorandsayyourwasa

prank"

Isighedanddecidedtogotosleepabit.

ImmediatelywhenIgottobedsleepconsumed

me,Ijustdriftedofftoagoodsleep.

"Iknowyouloveme,Iloveyouevenmoremy

loveandIwanttoseeyouhappy,pleasedon't

holdontome,yesdon'tforgetaboutmebut

don'tletyourloveformestopyoufrom loving

again.Iwillresteasyknowingthatyouare

happyandinlove.Ichoseherforyou,shewill

beaperfectmatch.Goandfindher,tellheryou

loveherandIwouldneverfeelbetrayed"



Ijumpedupandlookedaround,shewashere,

Oyiwashere.Icanfeelit,thesudden

movementsofcurtainsandthecoldairinthe

room butwindowsareclosed.Shewashere,I

wasnotdreaming.

"Goandfindher"thosewordskeptreplayingin

myhead.Idecidedtogetup,takeashowerand

woretracksuits.I'm goingtofindher,mywife

gavemetheblessing.

*NARRATED*

OluhletoldSnethembaaboutherpregnancy

andshewaskindanothappyaboutit,shedidn't

knowwhattheproblem wasbutsomething

aboutthispregnancydidn'tfeelrighttoher.



TheyspokeforawhileandSnehadtogohome

tocheckonthekids,theyaredoinghome

schoolingduetobeingbullied.

Oluhle:"Pleasedon'ttelldad,I'lltellhim when

I'm ready"

Sne:"Iwon'tmylove,takecareofyourself"

Shenodded,theyhuggedthenSneleft.

Oluhlewenttocheckonherphoneandfounda

textfrom Simbongile,somethingthathadtodo

withZwelisoshetextedhim backandtoldhim

tocometotheapartment.

20minuteslaterSimbongilearrived.They

hugged.



Olu:"Iknowyoualwayshungry,Ihave

yesterday'sSpaghettiandmince,gowarm itup"

Helaughedandwenttowarm upthefoodthen

wentbacktositwithhersister.

Simbongile:"Areyouokay?You'vebeen

avoidingussincefrom lastweek,youdidn't

eventellmehowitwentatthehospital"

Oluhlesighed,hecan'tkeepthisawayfrom

Simbongile,heknowsherbetterthanshe

knowsherself.

Oluhle:"I...I'm pregnantSimz"



Simbongile:"Iknow"

Oluhle:"Youknow?Ofcourseyouknow,but

howlonghaveyouknownfor?"

Oluhle:"Waybeforeyoufoundoutyourself"

Oluhle:"Sowhydidn'tyoutellme?"

Simbongile:"BecauseIknewyouwerenot

goingtobelieveme,soIwantedyoutofindout

onyourownhencewhyItoldyoutogotothe

doctorthatday"

Oluhle:"Wow...soyouwantedtotalkabout

Zweli,whatisit?"



#Unedited

#SJ

Simbongile'sJourney

Insert4.

*Narrated*

OluhlelookedatSimbongilenervously,she

wantedtoknowwhatisthathewantedtotell

heraboutZweli,itsoundedseriousandshe

knowswhateverSimbongilesaysisalwaystrue

andrightsoshe'shopingit'snothingbad.

Simbongile:"Okayfirstlygazithisisnotgoing

tobeeasyforyoutoacceptbutyoumysister

andIhavetoprotectyoubeforethingsgo

wrong"



Oluhlefrowned.

Oluhle:"O..Kay"

Simbongile:"Zweliisnotwhoyouthinkheis,he

datedyoubecausehehasmotives.I'm

surprisedthatyouguysdatedforthreeyears

andhestillhasn'tdoneanything.Seethattime

wewerehome,whenyouwerewalkingtothe

kitchenIhadavisionofyouwalkingwithababy,

butthedisturbingpartisthatthebabyhad

relationtothatwomanthatkilledmom"

Oluhle:"Simbongilewhatdoesthatmean?"

Simbongile:"Ialsodidn'tunderstandatfirst,

mom cametovisitmethatverysamenight



becauseIcouldn'tsleep.Shetoldmetoprotect

youagainsthim,shesaidit'sbadenoughthat

youarecarryinghischildbutstillthatwasn't

enoughformetoputtogetherIgotfrustrated

becauseyouknowme,Ialwayshaveanswers

toeveryquestionandIalwayshavesolutions"

Oluhle:"Okaygettothepoint"

Simbongile:"DoyourememberuncleTK's

daughter?Theonewhowasintroducedtous

whenwewereyoung?"

Oluhle:"Yeah...AmandaorAmandla,yesI

rememberher"

Simbongile:"YeahIhappenedtomeetupwith

heratcampus,she'sastudentthere.Wespoke,



gotalongandwellshestilldoesn'tknowwhoI

am butIknowwhosheis,shetoldmethather

mom saidtoher,herfatherdidn'twantherand

allthatshitbutwhatwasmoreinterestingis

thatshetoldmeshehasanUnclecalledZweli,

that'swhenitallbecameclearastowhyyour

babyhadarelationtomom'skiller,because

Zweliistheyoungerbrother"

BythetimeSimbongilewasdoneexplaining,

Oluhlewasshocked.Shecouldn'tbelieveit.She

suddenlyhatedherselfforsleepingwitha

brotherofawomanwhokilledhermother,

questionsofwhatcouldbeZweli'sreasonof

datingherstartedfloodingin.

Oluhle:"OhmyGodgazi,whatifhewantstokill

measwell?Doyouthinkhewasspyingforhis

sister?Iam goingtoleavehim,Iam notgoing



todatesomeonewhoisrelatedtomymother's

killer"

Shewasnowpacingupanddown.Sureshe

lovedZwelialot,hellshewouldevendo

anythingforhim buthearingthatsheisrelated

toSamkelisiweturnedheroffandmadeher

hatehim.

Simbongile:"Relaxwillyou?Nooneisgoingto

harm younotwhenI'm aliveandbesideswe

havetoplaysmartsowecanknowwhatheis

upto,whatismotiveis"

Oluhle:"Andhowarewegoingtodothatdear

brother?Becauseifyouwilltellmenottoleave

him thenforgetit,I'm leavinghim"



Simbongile:"GaziI'm notsayingdon'tleavehim,

yesyoudefinitelyleavinghim butIhaveanother

plan.Whenyouleavehim,don'ttellhim thereal

reason,justtellhim youleavinghim because

youfeelyourrelationshipisjustnotworkingout

ormakeupaliebutdon'ttellhim thetruth"

Oluhlenodded,shewassomadatherselfbut

thenagain,howwouldshehaveknown?She

thoughttoherself.

Simbongile:"OkayIhavetogofornowgazilam,

pleasestaycalm andrememberwhatIsaid,no

truthokay?Ilovebigsis"

Oluhle:"Okaybyefornowbighead,Iloveyou

too"



Simbongileleft,Oluhletookherphone,

contemplatingwhetherornotshouldshecall

Zweli.

*Zweli*

Fuck!!!Thisissomemessedupshit,SisSamke

willbefoundsoonerorlater.10yearslater

thesepeoplehavenotforgotten,theyarestill

bayingforherblood.IbuggedOluhle'splaceso

thatIcanlistentoeveryconversationshehas

withherfamilyandeachtimetheytalkabout

mysisterImakesuretoupdateher.Shewants

tocomebacktoSouthAfricabutshe'safraid,

shewantstoknowiftheyarestilllookingfor

her.

Itookmyphoneandcalledher,sheanswered

onthefirstring,youcouldswearshe'sbeen



waitingformycall.

Samke:"Heyyou,tellmeyouhavegoodnews"

Me:"I'm afraidnot,SisSamkedon'tcomeback.

Theywillfindyouifyoudo,Simbongileeven

metAmandla,obviouslyifshetoldherwhere

she'sfrom,they'llknowyou'reinCanada"

Shekeptquiet.

Samke:"ZweIwannacomebackhome,Ican't

stayinCanadaforever."

Me:"Wellcomebackbutyoumustknowyour

comingbackwillbelikegivingyourselfupto

theLionsandanotherthing,Oluhleispregnant.



Idon'tloveherSisSamke,Idon'twantthat

baby"

Samke:"Thisissofuckedup,I'llcallAmmyand

tellhertonevertalktostrangersaboutour

lives"

Me:"Wellthat'salittlebittoolate,shealready

toldSimbongilewhatyoutoldhim abouthis

fatherandmyguessishe'sgoingtotellherthe

truthandmakehermeethim andyourdaughter

hasalreadysharedwithhim thatshestayedin

Canada,shetoldhim I'm herunclesotrusthe

knowsenoughandthatboyisnotafool,he

alreadyknowsthatAmmyisThokozani's

daughter"

Shesigheddeeply,Iknowthatsightoowelland

itmeans"Wehavenochoicebutto....."



Samke:"Wellthenwehavenochoicebutto

takehim out"

Me:"That'scrazyI'm notdoingthatandsoare

you"

Ihungup.IhatesisSamke'sobsessionwith

thisfamily.

*Thokozani*

Igottotherestaurantandsatdown,Itookher

namethedaywewerehereonhernametag,

Zandilethat'shername.

Awaitresscametome,Ismiledather.



Her:"Goodafternoonsir,Areyoureadytoplace

anorder?"

Me:"CanIpleasebeservedbyZandile?"

Shesmiledandsaid....

"UnfortunatelyZandileisnotintoday,it'sheroff

day"

IwassodisappointedbutIcouldn'treallyshow

it.

Me:"Betweenmeandyou,canyoupleasegive

mehercellphonenumbers?"

Her:"Unfortunatelyagainsir,Ican'tdothat.



HowdoIknowyoudon'twanttoharm her?"

Ichuckledbutalsomyheartbroke.Isthiswhat

theworldhasbecome?Womencan'ttrustus

becausewehavebecomevultures?Wekillour

women,weabusethem andtheydon'tdeserve

it,noweverymanouthereisnotthesafest

placeforthem.Wearesupposedtobetheir

safeandhappyplace,wehavetoloveand

cherishthem buthereweare,wehavebecome

lionstothem.

Me:"IknowhowtheworldhasbecomeandI

hurtonyourbehalves.Iwishtherewas

somethingIcoulddobutunfortunatelythose

menthatviolatewomenaretheonesthathave

tochange,fortheworldtobecomeabetter

place,it'sallintheirhands.Iwouldneverharm

herandanywomanforthatmatter,Ijustwant



toseeherandtalktoherthat'sall.Ifyoudon't

trustmetheyyoucantakemycarregistration

numberoranythingthatwillmakeyoufeel

better"

Shesmiled.

Her:"I'llgiveyouthebenefitofthedoubtbutI'll

definitelytakeyourregistrationnumber,my

phoneisinthelockery.Givemeafewminutes

I'llgocheckthenumbersforyou"

Ismiledandthankedher.

Me:"Andheraddressifyoudon'tmind"

Shechuckled.



Her:"Youlikeherdon'tyou?"

Me:"Well..."

Shelaughedandleft,aftersometimeofwaiting

shecameback.Onthepaperwastheaddress

andcellphonenumbers.

ItookoutR500andgaveittoher.

Me:"Iknowit'snotmuchbutit'sallI'm having

incashrightnow,thankyousomuch.I'll

definitelybebacktogiveyoumore"

Shewassohappyforthetip,shethankedmea

lotandwentbacktoworkwhileIalsoleft.As

soonasIgottothecar,Ipunchedtheaddress



ontheGPSanddroveoff.

Iarrived,shelivesinaflat.Asmallbutdecent

flatrightinJoburgCBD.

Iwalkedtoherflatnumberandknocked.

Thedooropened,shewaswrappedinatowel,

wearingnoshoes.Shelookedsobeautiful.

Me:"H...Hy"

Zandi:"Hey"

*Simbongile*

IjustarrivedatMythos,that'swhereI'm



meetingwithAmandla.Shedoesn'tknowwhyI

askedtomeetupwithher,shethinksit'sjust

friendshipbuttruthisIwanthertoknowthe

truth.

AsIwasorderingadrink,shegotinandIraised

myhandforhertoseeme.

Waiter:"Willthatbeall?"

Me:"Waitabitforthatladymaybeshe'llalso

wantadrink"

Amandla:"Hey"

Me:"Hey"



Shesatdown.

Amandla:"I'm sorryI'm late,Iwasonalong

videocallwithmymom,ohcanIgetaglassof

waterplease"

Shesaidlookingatthewaiter,henoddedand

left.

Me:"Noworries,Ialsoarrivednotsolongago."

Wespokeaboutafewgeneralthing,ourdrinks

came,weorderedfood.

Me:"So...Iwantedtotalktoyouabout

somethingimportant"



Amandla:"Alright...I'm listening"

Me:"Iknowwhoyourfatheris,yourmother

mighthaveliedtoyou,infactsheliedtoyou.

Yourfatherisagoodman,hewouldnever

refusetobeinyourlife"

ShelookedatmewithafrownbutIstill

continuedtalking.

#Unedited

#SJ

Simbongile'sJourney

Insert5.

*Oluhle*

IfinallygotthecouragetocallZwelibutI'm so



scared,whatifhekillsme?Ican'tbealone

whenhecomesheresoIdecidetocalluncle

Mkhuselibecausedadisnotpickingup.

UncleMk:"Shanas"

Me:"Lumewhereareyou?Ineedyou"

UncleMk:"Areyouokay?What'shappening?"

Me:"I'm finefornowIthink...canyouplease

cometomyapartment,I'lltellyoueverything"

UncleMk:"Okaygiveme10minutesI'llbe

there"

See?Heisveryreliable.



Me:"Okaythanksbye"

Ihungupandpacedupanddown,exactly10

minuteslatertherewasaknockonthedoor.I

wasprayingthatitisn'tZweli,Islowlywentto

thedoorandaskedwhoisit.

"It'smeShanas"

Whew!!Iopenedthedoorandhuggedhim.

Hethentookmyhand,wewalkedtothelounge

andsatdown.

UncleMk:"I'm herenow,tellmewhat'sgoing

on"



Me:"RememberyouwarnedmeagainstZweli

whenwestarteddating,youdidsayyoudon't

trusthim,turnsoutyouwereright,heisbrother

tomom'skillerandlookslikehe'sbeenspying

forher"

UncleMk:"Thatsonofa....Iknewsomething

waswrongwithhim,Ishouldhavesquashed

hismotherfuckingballs"

Ilaughed,Iknowthisisnotthetimebutthis

guyandswearingareliketoothandnail.

Me:"LanguageuncleMk"

Hewassuddenlyangry.



UncleMk:"Sowhatdoyouneedmyhelpwith?"

Me:"Icalledhim tocomehere,Iwanttoend

thingswithhim butI'm scared,whatifhehurts

mesoIneedyoutobeheretoprotectme"

Henoddedandsatdown.

Me:"CanIgetyousomethingtoeatordrink

whilewewait?"

UncleMk:"NotheonlythingIwantrightnowis

thatboyfriendofyours,Iwanttoteachhim a

lesson"

Isatdown,Ilookedatthetimeheshouldbe

herein5minutesfrom now.



10minutespassed,then30minutesandclose

toanhourhewasstillnothere.

AsIwasabouttotakemyphoneandcallhim,

hecalled.

Zweli:"Babysomethingcameup,I'm notgonna

beabletocomemaybetomorrow"

Me:"ButZweyouweresurethatyoucoming,

yousaidyouwerecloseby"

Zweli:"YahbutI'm fuckentellingyouI'm no

longercomingOluhle,awuzwakanti?"

IhungupandlookedatUncleMk.



UncleMk:"Hesayshe'snolongercoming,I

knowhistype.I'm justassmartandifhethinks

hecanrunhehasanotherthingcoming.He's

justanamateur,I'vedealtwithbigdogsbefore."

Hegotupandheadedtothedoor.

Me:"Youleavingalready?"

UncleMk:"NoI'm goingtomycar,I'llbeback"

Hewentoutandcamebackwithhislaptopand

somethingsIknownothingabout.

UncleMk:"Myguessishebuggedthisplace,he

knowseverythingyousayordoandheknows

whensomeoneishere,thereasonwhyheisno



longercomingisbecauseheknowsI'm here"

Ifrowned,couldhereallygotosuchlengths?

UncleMktookoneofthethingshehadand

movedaround,hestartedunderneaththecouch.

Me:"What'sthat?"

UncleMk:"Abugsensor"

Thenitmadesounds,likeanalarm.Heplaced

thecouchupsidedownandtherewasabug,I

couldnotbelievethis.

Hecontinuedtothetable,therewasnothing.

Hedidthisinthewholeapartmentandcame



with6bugs.SoZwelihasbeenlisteningto

everythingIsaywitheveryonewhocamehere?.

Me:"Oh...OhmyGod,Ican'tbelievethis"

UncleMk:"Youbetterbelieveit,yourboyfriend

iscrazybuthewillmeetcrazy"

Me:"Hellprobablyrunaway"

Hechuckled.

UncleMk:"WellI'm notonetobedodged,ask

yourfatheraboutme,notyourfatherTk,Imean

yourfatherSfiso"

Iopenedmyeyeswide.



Me:"TellmeLume"

Helaughed.

UncleMk:"Callthatboyfriendofyoursandtell

him it'sover,makesureyoudon'thangup

quickly,Iwanttolocatehim"

Idon'tknowhowhe'lldoitbutI'lltrusthim.

Icalledhim,hedidn'tanswer,Itriedagainand

againandfinallyheanswered.

Zweli:"WhatthefuckdoyouwantOluhle?"



Me:"Iknowyouplantedbugsinmyapartment,

howcouldyoudothatZweli?Youareevil,I

hopeyougotohellwiththatmurderyoucalla

sister,Ihateyouandjustsoyouknow,I'm

pregnantandIdon'twantyouanywherenear

mybaby"

Hechuckled.

Zweli:"Iknowyouarepregnant,Ibuggedyour

placeremember?Youmighthaveremovedthe

bugsbutInowknowalmosteverythingI

neededtoknow,ohanddoyouthinkIwantthat

child?Whetheryoukillit,keepitorfeedittothe

dogsIdon'tcare"

Me:"Wellgotohellyoubloodydevil,Idon't

needyouanywayandyouthinkyoudoing

yourselfafavourbutyouareinfactmeandmy



childafavourbynotwantingtobepartofher

life,noonewouldwanttohaveaweakfather

likeyou,youaretheweakestandfoolishguy

I'veeverseen"

UncleMkshowedmehisthumbtoindicateit

wasfine,Ihungupwithtearsstreamingdown.

Howcouldhebesocruel?

UncleMk:"Ididn'tknowyouwerepregnantbut

we'llgettothatwhenI'm donehere,I'velocated

him andeachtimehemovesaroundI'llknow.

Letmecallmyfriend"

Hegotupandcalledsomeone.

UncleMk:"ShoTeelook,Ineedyoutogoto

somelocation,I'llsendittoyoujustnow.You'll



findacertainboythere,pleasetakehim tomy

place"

HehungupandsentthelocationandZweli's

picture.

*Simbongile*

Amandla:"Idon'tknowwhatyouaretryingto

doorwhoyouthinkyouarebutmymom would

neverlietomeandbesidessharplet'ssayshe

didlie,whydidn'tmydadlookforme?What

effortdidhedotoshowhelovesmeorhe

wantsme?"

Shewassoangry,ItookapictureIgotfrom the

photoalbum,itwasaphotoofheranduncleTk

thattimeshewasintroducedtous,theylook



verymuchalike.

Me:"Isthisnotyou?"

Shetookthephotoandlookedatit,she

frowned.

Amandla:"It...wowitisme"

Itookoutanotherofherandus.

Me:"Onthisone?Isitnotyou?"

Sheshedtears,Iheldherhands.

Me:"Yourdadraisedus,Hewasourmom's



husband.Hedidn'tknowaboutyouuntilyou

wereintroducedtohim whenyouwere9or10,

hencethosepictures,lateronyoudisappeared

againwithyourmom,theytriedeverythingthey

coulddotofindyoubuttheycouldn't.UncleTk

isagoodmanAmandla,I'm notsayingtakemy

wordbutpleasegivehim achance,gomeet

him andhearhissideofthestory.Thatman

raiseduswhenourmom passedon,thatwas

10yearsagoandevennow,hecontinuesto

raiseussothinkaboutit,whywouldhethrow

outhisbloodandtakecareofpeoplewhoare

nothisbyblood?"

Amandla:"I...Iwouldliketomeethim"

Me:"Areyousure?"

Shenoddedamultipletimes.



Amandla:"Y...yes,I'm sure"

Inodded,wehadourdrinksbutshewasjust

absent,Iguesshermindwasoccupiedbywhat

Itoldher.

*Thokozani*

Ididn'tknowwhattosaynext,Ijustlookedat

herandmyheartdidwhatitdidwhenIfirstmet

Oyi.

Zandi:"Can...canIhelpyou?"

Me:"I...canIcomein?"



Shefrowned.

Zandi:"Why?"

Me:"I...I'dliketotalktoyou"

Wow,Isoundlikeafool.Iam realisingnowthat

I'm old,InolongerhavethatTKcharm.

Zandi:"Aren'tyoutheguywhocametothe

restauranttheotherdaywithyourkids?"

Me:"Guiltyascharged"

Sheallowedmeinandofferedmeadrink.



Me:"I'llhaveanythingyouhave"

Shenoddedandwenttothekitchen,shepoured

meaglassofjuice.

Me:"Thankyou"

Shenodded.

Zandi:"I...I'llgogetdressedthenjoinyou

shortly"

Me:"Okay"

Shewasholdingontohertoweltightly.She

disappearedintooneoftherooms,Isatthere

askingmyselfwhattosayordonext.



Shecamebackshortlywearingafloraldress,

shesatonthecouch.

Zandi:"SoMr....howcanIhelpyou?Orand

firstlywheredidyougetmyaddress?"

Me:"FirstlypleasecallmeThokozani,secondly

Ipromisedthepersonwhogavemeyour

addressIwouldn'ttellyou"

Shegiggled.

Me:"Ilikedyoufrom thefirstdayIsawyouand

I'm herebecauseIwouldliketoaskyououton

adate,maybewecangettoknoweachother"



Shesmiled.

Zandi:"WhatifIhaveaman?"

Me:"WellIguessyourmanfoundatough

competitor,hewillhavetopulluphissocks

becauseyou'llbesnatchedawaysoon"

Shelaughed.

Me:"Mylady,canItakeyououtonadate

tonight?"

Zandi:"Okay...Iguessitwouldn'thurtright?"

Me:"Ofcourseitwouldn't,letmegogetready,

I'llpickyouuplater"



Shenoddedandwalkedmetothedoor.

#Unedited

#SJ

#Goodmorning

Simbongile'sJourney

*PreviouslyonSJ*

OluhleandMkhuselidiscoveredthatZweli

plantedbugsinOluhle'sapartment,meanwhile

SimbongilemanagedtoconvinceAmandlato

meetupwithherfatherandhearthesideofhis

story.

Thokozanifinallygotthecouragetogofindthe

womanheloves.

Insert6.



*Zweli*

ImmediatelywhenIrealisedthatIcouldn'thear

whatOluhleandheruncleweresayingIfigured

thatheprobablyfoundthebugs,Ihavemetthat

guyafewtimesandIknowverywellthathe

didn'tlikeme,Ialsoknowheisverysmartso

chancesofhim comingformeareveryhigh.I

havetogetoutofherebeforehegetstome

first,Iregreteveragreeingtobepartofthis

wholething.Here'sthething,mysisteristhe

onlypersonwhogivesmemoney,welostour

parentsandwellaftermatricIneverfound

interestingoingfurtherwithmystudies,Inever

reallylovedschoolsoIam justahustlerbutas

youallknowhustlinghasnoguarantees,

sometimesyouwin,sometimesyoulosesomy

sistermakessuremylifestyleismaintained.

Whensheaskedmetodothisforher,Irefused



atfirstbutshethreatenedtostopsendingme

moneyandfrom thenIdidn'tthinktwice.

Iam herepackingmystuff,importantstuffat

least,Ifearformylife.AssoonasIfinished

packingIdialledmysister'snumbersjustto

inform her.

Samke:"Heylittlebrother,hopeyouhavegood

newsforme"

Me:"WellsisiIwishIdid,Mkhuselifoundthe

bugsandI'm sureheiscomingformeright

now.I'm callingtoletyouknowthatI'm leaving

thisplace,Ihavetohideatleastforsometime

andwehavetostopcontactingeachother"

Iheadedtothedoorwhileholdingmybagsand



myphoneontheear,balancedbymyshoulder.

Samke:"SoyoumeantotellmeIwillhaveto

stayheresomemore?ZweliIcan'taffordto...."

Iopenedthedoorandtherewasaman

standingthere,hewaschewingagum,he

smiledsoonasIopened,Ifrozeanddropped

myphone.Iknowforafactthathewassentby

Mkhuseli,theconnivingsmilesaysitall.

Him:"Ohno!!Continuewiththecall,don'tletme

disturbyou"

Hesaidthatwhilepickingupthephone.

Ilookedatthephoneinhishand,hehandedit



overtomeandSamkewasstillonthephone.

Samke:"Zweli!!!Hello...areyouthere?"

Me:"I...lookI'llcallyouback"

Ihungup.

Him:"Goingsomewhere?"

Me:"Whoareyouandwhatdoyouwant?"

Itriedactingthough.

Him:"I'm averynicepersonandIwantyou"



Me:"Youwantme?Whatdoyouwantwithme?"

Him:"Iwantnothingwithyou,Ijustwantyouto

putthosebagsdown,slowlywalktothatcar

parkedbythegate,getinsideandsitstill"

Me:"AndifIdon't?"

Hechuckledandbecameseriousinstantly.

Him:"I'llhavetopickyouup,Ireallydon'tmind

doingthatsoit'suptoyou,youeitherwalkby

yourselforIpickyouuplikeabride"

Isighedandputmybagsdownandslowly

walkedtowardsthegate.



Him:"Goodgirl"

Istoppedandlookedathim.

Me:"I'm notagirl"

Him:"Keepwalking"

Me:"No!!"

Hefollowedme,gottomeandheldmyhand.

Him:"Comelet'sgo,I'm averybusymanandI

don'tappreciateapersonwhowastesmytime"

Hepulledmebyforcetothecar,openedthe



backdoorandshovedmeinside,Isurefeltlike

agirlthathesaidIam.

Helockedthedoorandwenttothedriver'sseat.

Hedroveawayandplayedasong...

Umkhuleko....

Unamandla.....

Umasikhuleka,ngokukholwa.....

UJesulalela....

Aphendul'umkhuleko...

LethakonkekuJesu....

Ngomkhuleko....

Hethenlookedatmethroughthemirror.

Him:"Canyouhearthissong?"



Ikeptquiet.

Him:"Startpraying,Godwillansweryour

prayers....maybethatis"

Hethensangalongthesong,hewasso

irritating.

*Simbongile*

Ijustfinishedbathing,Amandlaagreedto

finallymeetuncleTkandIwanttomakesure

it'stodaybeforeshechangeshermind,Iknowa

lotcanhappenatnight,shemighttalktoher

motherandshemightchangehermindsoI

wantthem tomeettoday,beforethingschange.



Isentherourhomeaddress,thenIdecidedto

calluncleTkincasehehasplans.

Heanswered,hesoundshappy.

Dad:"Son"

Me:"Someone'sinagoodmood"

Hechuckled.

Dad:"Can'tIbehappyforonce?"

Ismiled,Iknowthisismorethanjustwanting

tobe"Happy"justforonce,it'snicehearinghim

happynonetheless.



Me:"WellI'm gladyouarehappy,Imightjustlift

yourspiritsevenmore"

Dad:"OkayI'm listening"

Me:"TellSbanitopreparesomethingnice,I'm

alsocomingtohelpher"

Dad:"EyEyEy...Ihaveadatetoday,can'twedo

ittomorrow?"

Me:"Nodadwecan't,it'sveryveryandImean

veryimportant,pleaseI'm beggingyou.Okay

how'saboutyouinvitethepersonyougoingto

dinnerwithover?"



Hesighed.

Dad:"Fine...letmecallherandseeifshe'llagree,

ifshedoesn'tagreesonI'm nothavingit.Iknow

you'dneversaysomethingisimportantwhile

it'snotthat'swhyI'm agreeingtothis"

Me:"Thanksdad,Ipromiseyouwon'tregretit"

Dad:"Sharpmfana,letmecallher"

Hehungup,Idon'tknowit'sthelightattheend

ofthetunnelthatIseebutthingsseem tobe

lookingupafteralongtime.

IcalledOluhlewhilegoingtothecar,Iknow

she'llsaynobutI'm nothavingit,I'm pickingher



up.

Olu:"Littlebro"

Me:"Heysis,getreadyI'm pickingyouup"

Olu:"Youmustbecrazy,younotaskingmeyou

tellingme.I'm notinamoodtogoanywhere"

Me:"I'llbethereinafew,pleasebereadywhenI

arriveotherwiseyou'llleaveinthosepyjamas"

Shelaughed.

Olu:"HowdidyouknowI'm inmypyjamas?"



Me:"You'remysisterhaveyouforgotten?I

knowyoumorethanyouknowyourself"

Olu:"Yeahwhatever,letmegochange.I'm not

bathing"

Me:"Whatever,solongasyou'llbereadywhenI

getthere"

Shelaughed,Ihungupanddrovetoherplace.

HalfanhourlaterIwasthere,Iknockedcause

thedoorwaslocked,somethingshehardly

does.

Me:"Whyisthedoorlocked?"

Shecametothelounge,wearingjeansand



hoodiejacketandsneakers,nothingfancybut

notbadaswell.

Olu:"Wellyouwon'tbelievewhathappened,I

calledMkhuselitotellhim whatwashappening,

IwantedtodumpZwelisoIneedhisprotection

incaseZwelidoessomethingoutofcharacter,

hecameandZwelicalledtosayhe'snolonger

coming,somethingcameup,UncleMkfigured

thathemightbeawareofhispresence,he

checkedthewholeapartmentforbugsandthey

werethere,Zwelibuggedthiswholeapartment

canyoubelieveit?Hekneweverythingwewere

sayingandIguessupdatedhissisteror

whateverthatmurdereristoher,souncleMk

suggestedthatIkeepthedoorlocked,he

doesn'ttrustsecurityofthisplace."

Whatthehell?Wow.



Me:"That'scrazy....butdon'tworry,he'llpay

dearly,bothhim andhissister.Wearenotones

tobemessedwith"

Shetookherbag,wewalkedtothecar.

Olu:"Wherearewegoing?"

Itoldhereverythingthatwillbehappening

today.

Me:"AndIthinkdadmetsomeone,theywere

supposedtogooutfordinnerbutIaskedhim

tobringheroverinstead"

Shepoppedhereyes,beamedwithexcitement.



We'vebeenveryworriedabouthim,he'sbeen

holdingontomom for10years,hereallyneeds

tohaveawoman.

Olu:"WowIcan'twaitforthis"

*Amandla*

Ijustfinishedpreparingmyself,I'm nowgoing

tomeetmysupposedfather.Idon'twantto

trustSimbongilebutthepicturesheshowedme

aresomehowproofthathewasn'tlying,why

wouldhelieanyway?Idon'tthinkhehasany

reasonto.Igotothecar,punchedtheaddress

ontheGPSandsatthereforsometime.Isaida

littleprayer,I'm reallyhopingmom didn'tlieto

mebecauseifshedidI'llhateher.

Itookmyphone,dialledmom'snumbersbut



thenstopped,Iknowshe'llplantdoubtsinmy

head,I'm abiggirlnowsoIhavetomakemy

owndecisions.

Idroveoutandheadedthere.

*Thokozani*

Mykidswerealreadygatheredaroundthetable,

Zandilealsoagreedtocomealthoughshewas

hesitantatfirst.Shewasscaredthattheymight

notlikeherbutIassuredherthattheywon't.

Thetablewassat,allthatwasleftwasourtwo

gueststoarrive,onebeingZandiandtheother

onebeingtheoneIknownothingabout.

Theintercom buzzed,Sbaniwenttoopenand

shecamebackwithZandile.

Ismiled,shelookedbeautifulandhad



chocolates,wineandflowersinherhand.She

didn'thavetoreally.

Zandile:"Helloeveryone"

Sbani:"Hyyyyy"

Shesaidwithhersqueakyvoiceandeveryone

laughed.

Phakade:"Sisidon'tstart"

Welaughedagain,Ilovethesekids,theymake

everythingbetter,theymakethishouseahome.

Theyallgreetedbackwithsomuchwarmth,I

betshefeltwelcomealready.



Me:"OkaykidsthisisZandile,Zandimeetmy

kids,thisistheiroldersisterOluhle,thisoneis

thebrotherSimbongileandtheonethatopened

thedoorforyouisSbaniandhereismylittle

champPhakade"

Oluhle:"WearesopleasedtomeetyouAuntie

Zandile"

Zandi:"Likewise,youhaveabeautifulhomeand

beautifulkidstoo"

Sbani:"OhthankyouMa...I'm themostbeautiful

Iknow"

Welaughed.



Phakade:"Stopflatteringyourself"

Zandi:"Ididn'tknowwhattobringsoIbrought

these"

Olu:"Ohthankyou,youreallydidn'thaveto...I'll

justtaketheflowersthough"

Sbani:"Haaaasisiflowersaremine"

Theintercom buzzedonceagain,itsavedus

from Sbani.

Iguessit'stheguestwewerenowwaitingfor,

Simbongilestoodupthistime,hewenttoopen

andcamebackwiththe.....

Ohhellno!!!Myheart....Ifeltsweaty.



Oluhle:"Dad...dadareyouokay?"

Ilookedather,it'sher,mydaughter.Shelooks

exactlylikeme.

#Unedited

#SJ

Justbecausemyloves,justbecause

Insert7.

*NARRATED*

Thokozani:"Amandla"



ImmediatelyafterThokozanisaidthosewords,

Amandla'stearsstreameddown.Shewas

certainthatthisisindeedhisfather,shekindof

remembersthefacebutapartfrom shecansee

theresemblance,notonlydoesshelooklike

ThokozanibutPhakadetoo.Theonlythingshe

wantstoknownowthatsheknowsthatfor

surethatthisisherfather,iswhathappened?

Whywashenotinherlifeforsolong?

Simbongile:"Pleasesit"

HeopenedachairforAmandla,shetookasit

andwipedoffhertears.Simbongilealsowent

tositdown.

Simbongile:"EveryonemeetAmandla,Amandla

thisiseveryone"



Theylaughedandthatbrokethesilenceand

tension.

Simbongile:"I'm joking,Amandlathisismy

family...yourfamily.That'sdad,yourfatherand

nexttoherisMam Zandiledad'swomanand

thenthereisourbigsisterOluhle,Sbaninextto

herandthelastbornPhakade...seehowmuch

youguyslookalike"

Shesmiledawkwardly,apartofherhappytobe

surroundedbysomanypeoplewhoseem tobe

lovingeachother.Sheknowsnothingabout

family,it'salwaysbeenherandhermom,she

neverhadsiblingsoranyonetotalktowhichled

toherbeingalonerandsheenjoysher

companyandkeepingtoherself.



Amandla:"Nicetomeetyouall"

Sbani:"LikewiseAmandla,althoughthisfeels

likedejavu"

Oluhle:"Iknowright?We'vehadthiskindof

dinnerbefore,10yearsagowhenyourmom

introducedyoutous"

Theyweretalkinglikethat,Thokozaniwasjust

lookingathisdaughterandhefelthateand

disgustgrowinginsideofhim.Howsickand

twistedcanSamkelisiwebe?Hethoughtto

himself.Keepingachildfrom him hiswholelife?

Butmorethananythinghethoughtofhislate

wifeandhowhewantsjusticeforher.

Zandi:"Areyouokay?"



Zandilewasalsoconfusedbecauseshehadno

ideawhatwashappeningbutsheisanadult,

shecanseeandfeelthetensionand

awkwardnessaroundthetableandlookingat

Thokozanishecanseethathe'snotokay.

Thokozani:"I...I'm fine,I'm okay"

Hekissedherhandtoassureherthathe'sfine,

eventhoughdeepinsideheknewhewasfar

from beingfine.

Simbongile:"DadIknowyouneedanswers,I

knowhalfofthestorybutAmandlawilltellyou

everythingandIknowthisisashocktoyoubut

ithadtobedone."



Thokozaninoddedasasigntosayhemustgo

on,meanwhileOluhleontheotherendofthe

tableDishedupforpeopleandZandiledecided

tohelpout.

Simbongile:"SoDadsometimeagoIhada

vision,inmyvisionIwasatCampusandI

happenedtobumpintothisgirl,foralongtimeI

wonderedwhydidIhavethatvision,Icouldn't

getanswersbuteventuallyIfoundoutthatthis

girlhasalltheanswersweneed.Ididn'tsay

anythingbecauseIwantedtobesureofwhat

wasgoingandaweekorsolaterIbumpedinto

Amandla,ImmediatelyafterbumpingintoherI

rememberedthatvisionandlookingatherI

realisedshe'sthesamegirlinmyvision.She

introducedherselfasAmandlaandassoonas

shesaidthatIknewitwasnocoincidence,I

knewshewasyourdaughter."



Thokozanisighedandrubbedherface.

*Thokozani*

Icouldn'tbelievethis,I'vehadmyfairshareof

sleeplessnights,thinkingofmydaughterand

wherecouldshebed,whatshe'sdoingseeing

thatshehasacrazymotherbutIcansafely

Simbongileisablessinginmylifeand

everyone'slifeforthatmatter,Idon'tthinkI

couldhavereunitedwithherifitwasn'tforhim,

atleastnotnow.

Me:"HowareyouAmmy?"

Amandla:"I'm okay...Iguess"



Me:"Iknowyoumustbehavingalotof

questionsandpleasefeelfreetoaskthem,I'll

answeryoutruthfully"

Amandla:"Whyhaven'tyoubeenpartofmylife?

For10years?Actuallyallmylife?"

Me:"Didyoueveraskyourmom thatquestion?"

Amandla:"YesIdid"

Me:"And?"

Amandla:"Shesaidyoufoundanotherwoman,I

supposethatwouldbeSimbo'smom andwhen

shetoldyouaboutmeyouflatouttoldherthat

I'm notyours,thatyou'dkillthebothofusifshe



forcesmedownyourthroatbecauseshe'llruin

thingsbetweenyouandyourwife"

Ishookmyhead,IthoughtIknewSamkelisiwe

butturnsIknewabsolutelynothingabouther.

Me:"Amandlababy,I'm notonetodenymy

blood,Iwouldneverdothat.Yourmom andI

datedinthepast,thenIhadmoneybutnot

enoughforher.Shecheatedonmeor

somethinglikethatbuteventuallysheleftme,

sayingshelovessomeoneelse.Ilovedher,I

lovedhersomuchsoyoucanimaginehow

hardthatwasforme,Ihadtomoveonand

acceptthatsheleft,Iheldontoheranditwas

hardformetomoveonbutafteryearsIfinally

movedon,ImetSimbongile'smom andfellin

lovewithher.Aftersometimeofbeingina

relationshipwithSimbo'smom,Ipaidlobola



andweweresoontogetmarried,wefoundout

thatshewaspregnantandweweresohappy.

Yourmom rockedupunexpectedly,shetoldme

wehaveachild.AtfirstIdidn'tbelieveher,Itold

herIwantedtoseeyou.Youwerenineyears

oldthen,shecamewithyouandforsureIknew

youweremine,everythingaboutyouwas

similartomine,youlookedlikemeandIwas

happythatIhaveadaughter.Iwassomadat

herfornottellingmeaboutyouforsolong,I

hadmissedoutonmanyoccasionsofyourlife,

shestartedthreateningmywife,tellingherthat

I'llcomebacktoher,Ibelongtoherandallthat.

ThisonetimeIdecidedtotakemywifeoutfor

lunch,Idon'tknowhowyourmotherknewthat

weweregoingtomywife'sfavouriterestaurant

butwhenwegotthereweorderedfood,arebut

halfwaythrougheatingwestartedfeelingsick,

webothpassedoutandweretakentohospital.

Whenwegottheretheydetectedfood

poisoninginoursystem,Iwasconfusedand



frustratedbecausemywifewaspregnantwith

Phakade,thatpoisonaffectedhermore.Ipulled

throughbutherontheotherhandhadtofight

forbothherlifeandourson.Thedoctorsfinally

saidonlyonecanpullthrough,eithermywifeor

thebabybutmywifediedbeforewecouldeven

makeasoliddecision,she...shedied,she

passedandmybrotherdecidedtogofindout

whatexactlyhappened,whywasourfood

poisoned,hegotthefootageandyourmom

appearedonit,sheistheonethatpaidthe

waitertopoisonourfood,shekilledmywife

Amandlaandranaway,Ilookedforherbut

didn'tfindher,Isearchedeverywhereforherbut

Ijustdidn'tfindher,sheleftwithyouandthat

wasthelasttimeIsawyou.Somybabyifyou

wanttoblameanyoneformyabsenceinyour

life,thatwouldbeyourmom,Iwantedtotake

youawayfrom herandraiseyoubymyself,I

couldhavemanagedbecauseIdidmanageto

raiseallthesekidsyouseehere"



Icouldn'tcontrolmytears,thinkingofhowmy

wifediedstillhauntsme,shediedhavingto

decidewhethertosaveherselforoursonand

thathurtsmetothecore,Iwillneverever

forgiveSamkelisiwe.

Iwipedoffmytears,Phakadecametositon

mylapandshushedme,hewipedoffmytears

andkissedmycheek.

Phakade:"Don'tcrydaddy,rememberyoutold

mebigboysdon'tcry"

Ismiledandnodded.

Me:"Yesbigboysdon'tcry"



Amandla:"WowI...ohmyGod,howcouldshe

dothat,sheliedtome...shedeniedmean

opportunitytohaveafather.ThisexplainswhyI

washomeschooled,Ihadnofriends,Wewere

alwaysindoors,shecreatedanofficespace

andworkedfrom home,sheshoppedonlinefor

anythingandeverythingweneededonline,from

groceries,clothesImeaneverything.Iasked

herwhycouldn'tweliveanormallifeshesaid

wedidn'tneedanythingfrom theoutsideworld,

wewereokaylikethat,Iendedupadjustingto

thatlifebutwhenIfinishedwithmyGrade12I

decidedIwanttocomebacktoSouthAfrica

andfurthermystudieshere,atfirstsherefused

butIgavehernochoice"

Oluhle:"WowI...I'm sospeechless"

Amandla:"I'm sosorryforeverythingyouhad



throughallthatbecauseofher"

Me:"Comehere"

Igotup,shealsodid.Ihuggedher,shebroke

down.

Me:"Shhh....it'sokaybaby,youarehomenow

andI'm yourdad.Iloveyouandwewillmakeup

forlosttimeokay?"

Shenodded,Iwipedoffhertearsandkissedher

forehead.

Me:"IloveyouNana"

Amandla:"Iloveyoutoo"



Shani:"Wuuuuuwhatasaidyethappyday,let's

eatPeople."

Weallsatdownandate,Oluhlekeptonstealing

glancesatme.

Me:"Outwithitmylove"

Shesighed.

Oluhle:"Iguessthefamilyisgrowing"

Me:"Yeahitis,youdon'tlookhappythough"

Oluhle:"NoIam dad...whatImeanisI...I'm



pregnant"

Istoppedeatingandlookedather.

Me:"What?"

Oluhle:"I'm pregnant"

Me:"Zweli?"

Shenodded,Isighed.I'm notgonnalieandsay

I'm happybecauseIhatethatboy.

Simbongile:"Welldadwealsofoundoutthat

ZweliisAmandla'suncle,hewaswithOluhlefor

areason,hewasspyingforhersister"



Me/Amandla:"What?"

Webothsaidsimultaneously.

Oluhle:"Yep!!That'swhyIseem sounhappy"

ZandileheldOluhle'shand.

Zandi:"Idon'tknowhalfofwhat'shappening

butwhatIdoknowisthatkidsareablessing

andI'llbeheretohelpyouthroughoutyour

pregnancy,I'm heretostay"

Ismiledandlookedather,didshejustsaythat?



Oluhlenodded.

*Zweli*

Iwastiedtoachair,Iwassothirsty.

AsIwassittingthere,Mkhuseliwalkedin.He

lookedsosoangry.

Mkhuseli:"I'm goingtospareyourlife,Ionly

wantanswersfrom you,areweclear?"

Ilookedathim.

Mkhuseli:"OkayI'llberightback"

Heleftaftersomeonehecamebackwithatwo



platestoveandextension.

Mkhuseli:"Angithandiukuziphindaphinda

mangikhuluma"(Idon'tlikerepeatingmyself

whenItalk)

Me:"What'sthatfor?"

Mkhuseli:"Thisismyweapontomakeyoutalk,

solet'sstart"

Hepluggedthestove,switchediton.Itwasred.

Mkhuseli:"Letmeshowyouanexampleofhow

wewilldothis"

Hetookoffmyshoes,Itriedfightinghim offbut



heforcefullyputbothmyfeetonthestove.I

groaned.

Me:"Ahhhh...fuckstopman"

Hechuckledandstopped.

Mkhuseli:"Goodmytechniqueisworking,now

tellme.Wherethehellisyoursister?"

Me:"Who'smysister?"

Heslammedme,andputmyleftfootthere.

Mkhuseli:"Talk!!!Talkdammit"



Icouldfeelmyfeetburning.

Me:"Okay...okayI'lltalk,please....Ahhhh

removemyfootthere"

Mkhuseli:"Futsek!!!Khulumamfana"(Talkboy)

Hewasgettingmoreandmoreangry,andhe

wasnotremovingmyfoot.

Me:"Ca...Canada,sheisinCanada"

Hetookmyphonefrom mypocket,connectedit

tohislaptop.

Me:"Pleaseletmego"



Mkhuseli:"Youstillgonnapayforimpregnating

mychildthentellherthatyoudon'tcareabout

thebaby..yougonnaknowmetoday"

Hedidhisthingonthelaptop,myfeetwasso

painful.

#Unedited

#SJ

Insert8.

AWEEKLATER.

*Simbongile*

Ihaveneverseendadsohappy,Icouldgive

anythingtoseehim thishappy.Hedeserves



everysinglebitofhappiness,he'sbeen

miserablefor10years.

TodayI'm visitingmyfather,twinsandMa

Snethemba.Ihaven'tseenthem inages,Ieven

feellikeI'veneglectedthem.Wellnoneofthem

knowthatI'm coming,Iwanttosurprisethem.

Ifinishedbathing,hadbreakfastandleft.Onmy

waythereIkeptongettingvisions,it'slike

there'sawomanthatawaitsme,shecomesall

thewayfrom BotswanaanditlookslikeIhave

tohelpher.

Idecidedtoputthatvisionasideandcontinue

drivingbutIgotthisterribleheadache,itforced

metostopdriving.Iparkedonthesideand

closedmyeyes.Isawthisgirl,shewas

screamingandbloodwasoozingoutofher

eyesandnose,holdingherheadwiththeother

handwhiletheotheronewasholdingher



stomach.

"Nooo!!!Noleavemealone,pleaseletmego"

Andthenimmediatelyafterherloudscreams,I

feltasharppainonmystomach,Iheldonto

thestirring.

Asnakemadeitswaytoher,averybigsnake,

shescram outloudandwitheachscream Ifelt

likeIwasbeingstabbedallovermybody.

ItookmyphoneanddialledMaSne'snumbers,

she'stheonlyonewhounderstandsmycalling.

Sne:"Oowwboyboy"

Me:"Ma...I...Ouch!!I'm...."

Sne:"Stayrightthere,I'm coming.I'm coming"



Ihungup,ShealreadyknowswhereIam.

Isatthere,thepainkeptoncomingandgoing,

whenthegirlscreamsIalsofeltthepain.

30MinutesorsolaterMaSne'scarpulledup

nexttomine,Shegotoffandrushedtome.

Sne:"Sengikhona,whatdoyousee?"(I'm here

now)

Me:"A...Agirl,sheseemstobeinpain,each

timeshescreams,Igetthisexcruciatingpain"

Sne:"Let'sgo,I'llcallyourfathertohave

someonepickyourcarup.Weneedtogo

consultwiththeancestorsandfindoutmore

aboutthisgirlthatyousee."



WiththelittlestrengthIhad,Iclimbedoutofthe

carandwalkedtohers.Shedroveoffandcalled

mydadtohavemycarpickedup.

Wegottoherplace,whereshedoesher

ancestraljobandconsultation.Wesatdown,

shelitcandles,weprayed.Shethencalledup

theKuneneandMbathaancestors,sheasked

them toshowmethewayandinthatvery

momentlightingstruck,mindyouitwasvery

muchhotoutsidewhenwearrivedherbutallof

asuddenitstartedrainingwiththunder.

Thatgirl'scryandscreamsbecamelouderand

louder,MaSnewasbeggingtheancestorsto

showmethewayandthenIhadthisother

visionwhereIsawwherethisgirlis.Ijuststood

up,rainoutandtookhercarkeys,rantothecar

anddroveoff.Theheavyrainwasmakingit



hardformetoseewaybutIknewwhereIwas

going.

*SAMKELISIWE*

Ihaven'theardfrom Zweliandit'sbeenaweek,

I'm wonderingwhattheydidtohim.Ifanything

happenstohim,Iwon'tforgivemyself.I'vealso

beentryingtocontactAmandla,she'snot

takingmycalls.Whatifsomethinghappenedto

mydaughter?Itookmyphoneanddialledher

onemoretime.

Ammy:"Hey"

Socold.



Me:"Amandlawhat'swrongwithyou?it'sbeen

overaweek,I'vebeentryingtocallyouandyou

haven'tbeenpickingup"

Ammy:"Trustmeyoudon'twannaknowwhat

myproblem is.Whatdoyouwantmom?"

Me:"WhatdoIwant?Sincefrom whendoyou

askwhatIwantwhenIcallyou?"

Ammy:"SinceIrealisedthatIhavealierand

murdererofamother,youliedandkeptme

awayfrom mydadforyears,Imissedoutona

lotofyears,somethingIcannevergetback.

yousaidheabandonedmebutturnsoutyou

lied,wellImethim andweareworkingonour

relationship,Ihateyou"



Shehungup,Itriedcallingheragainbutshe

rejectedmycall.Ijustcried,thesoundofher

voicegaveitawaythatshereallydoeshateme.

AsIwassittingtheredigestingwhatAmmy

said,thedoorbellrang.Whocoulditbecause

nobodyknowsmeorAmmy,we'vealwaysbeen

lockingourselvesinside.Igotupandwentto

open.

"Mehlomadala"

Ifroze.

*Thokozani*

Iam parkingoutsideZandi'sworkplace,I'm here



topickherup,I'm takingheroutforlunch.We

havebeenspendingtimetogetherandgetting

toknoweachother.She'saverynicewoman

andsomethingaboutherremindsmeofOyi,I

justcan'tputmyfingertoit,butit'sthere.AsI

wassittinginthecarIsawherapproaching,

she'sapeople'sperson.Shekeepsongreeting

peopleonherwaytothecarattheparkinglot

andI'm thinking"Howdoessheknowallthese

people?"

Iopenedthedoorforherfrom theinside,she

gotinandIhuggedher.

Zandi:"Hello"

Me:"SawubonaMa,unjani?"(Hello,howare

you?)



Zandi:"I'm goodyourself?"

Me:"NoI'm good,shallwego?"

Zandi:"YeahbutifImayask,weareatthemall,

whyarenothavinglunchhere?"

Me:"Iwannatakeyoutoourrestaurant"

shefrowned,Iknowshe'sconfused.

Zandi:"YourRestaurant?"

Me:"Yes...KwaSibalikhulu,morelikeafamily

businessbutmostlyranbymybrotherwhom



youareyettomeet"

Zandi:"Ohwow,that'snice"

Wedrovethereandinnotimewearrived,she

orderedpapandMogoduandtheexcitement

onherface...priceless.

*NARRATED*

Oluhlewasnotfeelingwell,shedecidedtodrive

tothedoctorbecauseshefearedforherbaby.

Asmuchasshedidn'tplantohavethisbaby,

shehasfalleninlovewithhim orherandit

wouldhurthershouldanythinghappentohim.

Shegottothedoctorandwithlucktherewas



noone,shewasdirectedtothedoctor'soffice.

shegotinandgreeted,thedoctorseemed

excitedtoseeher.

Doc:"DoctorO,whatalovelysurprise.HowdoI

helpyoutoday?"

Oluhleexplainedhowshewasfeelingandthe

doctordidsomescans.

Doc:"Damn!Howlonghaveyoubeenfeeling

thisway?"

Oluhle:"Forthepast3days"

Doc:"I'm gonnahavetoreferyoutothehospital,

thisisanemergency."



Hewroteareferralletterandgavetoither,told

hertogostraighttothehospital.Shedid

exactlythat,shewasnowpanickingand

prayingallthewaytothehospital.

#Unedited

#SJ

Insert9.

*Oluhle*

Drivingtothehospital,Icouldfeelmyblood

pressurerising.I'veneverbeenthisscared,the

lookonDoctorSteenkamp'seyesmadethings

worseforme.

Iarrivedandparkedthecar,Itookadeep



breathbeforewalkingin.

Igottothereceptionandgreetedthelady,

showedherthereferralletter.I'm adoctor,well

soontobe,Ishouldknowthesethings,Ishould

knowwhat'swrongwithmebutI'm inthedark.I

stillfeelthepainonmylowerabdomenandit's

theonescaringmemorethananything.

Lady:"Pleasegostraight,turnleftonthat

passagethenknockatthedooronyourleft"

Ithankedherandwenttowhereshedirected

meto.

Iknockedandwastoldtocomein.

Me:"GooddayDoc,I'm OluhleKunene.Iwas

referredtobyDoctorSteenkamphere.I'm

pregnantandI'vebeenexperiencingthispain



onmyabdominalarea,whenIsaidtohim he

scannedmeandsaidIneedtorushhere

becauseit'sanemergency"

Doc:"GooddayMissKunene,Steenkampisa

verygoodfriendofmine,hecouldn'thave

transferredyouhereifitwasnotanemergency

soIsuggestyougetonthatbedsoIcanscan

youandseewhattheemergencyis"

Iwentandlaidonthebed,hesmearedthegel

onmytummyandmovedthescanneraround,

hefrowned.

Me:"Iseverythingokaywithmybaby?"

Helookedatme.



Doc:"Ican'theartheheartbeat.Ineedtodoa

thoroughscanandheartbeatmonitorbeforeI

comeintoconclusion"

Inoddedwithsomuchfear.

Hescannedaroundmytummyagain,healso

usedhishandstosqueeze.Hethentookthe

heartbeatmonitor,andtriedlocatingitbutthe

lookandhiseyeswasclearenoughformeto

seethathecouldn'tfindit.

Doc:"Thebabyisnolongeralive,there'sno

heartbeatandfrom thesecondscanitseems

liketheumbilicalcordstrangledyourbaby,I'm

sorry"

Iclosedmyeyesastearsstreameddown,how



couldmybabydiejustlikethat?I'velearntto

lovehim nowheisdead.

Me:"Please....dosomething,hecan'tbedead"

Doc:"I'm sosorryMissK,atthispointthere's

reallynothingIcando,allIneedisforyouto

contactyourfamilymembersandletthem

know.Ican'tletyougohome,becausethepain

youarefeelingwilllatergetintense.Iwillneed

youtosignconsentformssothatIcanadmit

you,anemergencycsectionwillberequiredso

wecanremovethebaby"

Ijustcried,hegavemesomespace.Itookmy

phoneandthefirstpersonIthoughtofcalling

wasMaZandi,Idon'tknowwhybutsomething

aboutherremindsmeofmom sotalkingtoher

willfeellikeI'm talkingtomymom.



Zandi:"Babygirl"

Thewayshesaidit,itallsoundedlikeIwas

talkingtomymother.Ijustsobbed.

Zandi:"Hey....Nana,areyouokay?Lulu,talkto

mebaby"

Me:"I....mybaby...mybabyisdead,he'sdead

Ma.PleaseIneedyouguysatthehospital,

please.Theyareabouttoadmitmeforan

emergencycsectiontohavethebabyremoved"

Shereleasedaloudsigh.

Zandi:"I'm sosorrybaby,I'm onmywaywith



yourdadokay?whichhospitalareyouat?"

Me:"MediclinicinSandton"

Zandi:"Okaybaby"

IhungupandcalledMaSne,Ialsotoldherand

shesaidshe'llcomeseemelater,sheisstill

dealingwithSimbongilebutshewillletdad

knowsohecancome.

*Simbongile*

TherainstoppedwhenIwasclosertothis

place,itwasSomewhereinthebushes.Iparked

thecarontheside,Icalleduponmyancestors

tobewithmeandimmediatelyIfeltthiscold



windaroundme,Iknewtheywerethere.I

walkedinsidethebushes,Iwasbeing

spiritualityled,Iwalkedstraighttothisplace.It

lookedlikeanabandonedhut,thewindows

werebrokenanditwasdarkinside.

IopenedthedoorandthescreamsIwas

hearingstarted,thistimetheywereveryloud.I

heldontomystomachandheadbecausewith

eachscream,Iexperiencedthatpainagainand

becausethescreamswereevenmorelouder

now,thepainwasworse.

Regardlessofthepain,IknewwhatIhadtodo.

IwaschosentohelpthisgirlandI'm gonnado

justthat.Icalleduponmyancestorsagainand

aloudlaughercamefrom somewhereinthis

smallroom,ItwassoloudthatIcouldfeelmy

eardrumsabouttoburst.Idon'tknowhowbut



therewassuddenlylight,Ilookedatthegirl,She

lookeddrained,shehadbloodalloverherbody.

It'slikeeachandeveryholeinherbodywas

releasingblood.Idon'tknowwhybutseeingher

likethatmademesoangry,itmadesosomad.

Ilookedatthispersonlaughing,mymother's

uncle,helongdiedsoIdon'tunderstand.

Him:"Everyonethinksso,theyallthinkIdied

butI'vebeenstayinghere.Youwerenot

supposedtobehavingthatgift,itbelongedto

meandIwasmeanttopassitovertomyson,

youarenotaMbathatobeginwith,thatisa

Mbathagift.Youseethisgirl,I'm goingtokill

herandwhenshediesthatgiftofyourswilldie

withher,itwillvanish.Sheisachosenwoman

foryou,sheissupposedtobearyouchildren

andoneofthosechildrenwillalsogetthegift,

soIwon'tallowthattohappen.Yourkidsjust

likeyou,willbeKunenesnotMbathassothey



don'tdeserveit,justlikeyoudon't.....BITE!!!!!"

Immediatelywhenhesaidbite,Isawthesnake

Isawonthevision,itmadeitswaytothegirl.It

bitheronherkneesandsomethingthathas

neverhappenedbefore,ithappened.Igrowled

andjumpedtothesnake,asthegirlwas

screaminginpain,Iwasalsofeelingthepain

butIdidnotallowtostopme.Igainedthis

powerI'veneverhadbefore,it'slikesomething

inmewaswokenup.

Iheldthesnakeandhititagainstthewall

severaltimes,Ikeptonhittingitagainstthe

wallandeachtimeIdid,Mymom'sunclewould

alsogroaninpain,hewentdownonhisknees,

thesnakestartedbleedingbutnothingstopped

mefrom hittingagainstthewall,thegirl's

screamsweremotivatingmetokeephittingit.I

ranoutofbreath,myhandsfullofblood,Ijust

threwmyselfonthefloor,thesnakefollowed,



wellremainsofit.Ilookedattheuncle,hewas

injuredjustlikethesnake,whichmeanshehad

tookhisspiritintothesnakeorviceversa.He

wasthesnakeorthesnakewashim.I

rememberedthatIhavetogetthisgirloutof

here,Ipickedherupandranoutwithhertomy

car,ItwasabitfarsinceIparkeditoutsidethe

bushbuteventuallyIarrivedandbythetimeI

gotthere,Ihadbloodallovermyclothesand

hands.Thebloodthatwasoozingoutofher

hadstopped,justremainsofitonherclothes

andskinandtheonefrom thesnakebites.

Idrovetothehospitalintotalspeedwhileshe

wasinpain,atthebackseat.

*NARRATED*

Sfisoarrivedatthehospitalandfound



ThokozaniandZandilewaiting.

HegreetedandlookedatZandile,something

aboutherremindedhim ofOyintando.

Thokozani:"Shobafo"

Sfiso:"Howlonghaveyouguysbeenherefor?

haveyoubeenupdated?"

Thokozani:"We'vebeenhereabout2hoursago,

wedidseeherbeforeshewenttothe

emergencyroom.Wearenowwaitingforthe

doctortocomeupdateus."

Sfisonoddedandsatdown,it'slikehewas

thinkingofsomething.Hestoodupandlooked

atThokozani.



Sfiso:"HowcomenoonetoldmeOluhlewas

pregnant?"

Thokozani:"She'stheonewhowassupposed

totellyouKunene,thisisnottimetobeagirl,

Oluhleneedsusandweoughttobetherefor

herwithoutinvolvingemotions,ifanythingshe's

theonewhocanansweryourquestion"

Sfiso:"Andyouwantmetotrustyouwithmy

kids?Youasanelderwassupposedtoletme

knowDlamini"

Thokozaniwasslowlygettingpissedoff,he

hatesitwhensomeonequestionshisparenting

skills.



HelookedatZandi.

Thokozani:"MaI'm gonnagooutforsomeair,

willyouneedanything?"

Zandishookherhead,Thokozanileft.He

wantedtoavoidSfiso.

Aftersometimehecamebackandsatdownon

thebench.

Thedoctorcame,theyallgotup.

Doc:"OluhleKunene"

Thokozani:"Yes...Howisshedoc?"

Doc:"Thecsectionwentwell,wemanagedto

removethefoetusandcleanedherup.Sheis



stilloutfornow,weinjectedherbutshewillbe

fine"

Sfiso:"Canweseeher?"

Doc:"Youneedtoletherrestfornowbutas

soonasshewakesup,youcangobewithher.

FornowIneedsomeonewhowillsignthe

papers,youmightwanttoburythebabysoyou

havetosignforitsrelease"

Thokozani:"DoccanwepleasewaitforOluhle

towakeup,shemightwanttohaveitcremated"

Thedoctornodded.

Doc:"Thatisalsonotaproblem,pleaseallow



metoleavefornow"

Heleftthem there.Zandiwasbecoming

emotionalandthetensionbetweenthetwo

menwasgettingtoher.

#Unedited

#SJ

Typedthisyesterdaybutunfortunatelythere

wasnonetworktohaveitposted,secondinsert

comingupinafew.

Chapter10.

*Simbongile*

IdrovetoNetcare,assoonasIparkedthecar,I



pickedthisgirlupfrom thebackseatandran

insidewithher.Shehasnowpassedout,she's

notbreathing.

Me:"Help!!!pleasesomebodyhelp"

Aportercamewithastretcher,Iputheronthe

stretcherandtheguypushedheraway,from

thereIdidn'tknowwhattodo.Ijustpaced

aroundthereceptionarea.

Everyonewaslookingatmeawkwardly,no

surprisetherebecauseIhavebloodallover.

Theladyatthereceptionaskedmetofillin

admissionforms,Idon'tevenknowwhothat

girlis.Ijustputintoday'sdateandmydetails.

Thedoctorcame,Irushedtohim beforehe



evengottome.

Doc:"Areyouthepersonwhobroughtthelady

withbloodalloverherbody?Theonewhojust

gotadmitted?"

Me:"Yes...YesIam,willshebeokay?"

Doc:"Honestlyit'shardtotellifshe'llbefineor

notbecausewedon'tevenunderstandwhat's

wrongwithher,allwecanseeisthatshelosta

lotofblood.Ihavetoaskyouafewquestionon

whatreallyhappenedwithherbecausesheonly

hasinjuriesonherleg,whichshowsthatshe's

beenbittenbyasnakebutthebloodthat'sall

overherbodyisraisingeyebrowsbecauseshe

hasnoinjuries"



Me:"Idon'tknowwhatreallyhappenedbecause

whenIgotwhereshewas,shewasalready

bleedingalot.Ihavereasontobelievethather

situationismorespiritualandIcanfindwaysto

helpherwhenitcomestothat,Ijustneedyou

tohelpherwhereyoucan"

Doc:"Wheredidyoufindher?"

Me:"AtthebushbutDocthat'snotimportant

rightnow,ifIgetintodetailyouwon'tbelieve

mesolet'srathersticktomakingsureshe'llbe

okay,intermsofbloodwillsheneedadonor?"

Doc:"Fortunatelyno,shewasverylucky

becausewehadbloodthatmatchedhertype

thereforeI'vealreadygivenblood,allthat'sleft

isforherbodytorespondtothemedicationI

injectedherwith,ifshedoesthenshe'llbe



awakehopefullytoday"

Me:"OkaythankyousomuchDoc"

Doc:"Isuggestyougohomeandtakeashower,

changetheclothesthencomebacklater"

Me:"I...I'lldothat,thankyou"

Doc:"Youwelcome...letmegetbacktowork"

Inodded,heleft.Isatdownonthebench,got

up,pacedaround.EventuallyIgotupandleft.

*SAMKELISIWE*



Hegavemeadevioussmile,myheartwas

beatingoutofmychest.Howdidhefindme?

DidAmandlabetrayme?ormaybeZwelisang

likeacanary.

Me:"W...whatdoyouwant?"

Hechuckled,Iswallowedhard.Heisnotthe

MkhuseliIknow,heisangryandveryscary.

Mkhuseli:"Won'tyougivemeahug?Justto

showthatyouhaven'tseenmeintenyearsor

betteryetallowmetocomeinside?"

Me:"ThelasttimeIcheckedyouandIarenot

friends,soIdon'tseeareasonwhyIshould

giveyouahugorevenallowyouintomyhouse"



Mkhuseli:"Butwealsonotenemiesright?"

Me:"Saywhatyouwantandleaveplease"

Mkhuseli:"Okay,Iseeyoumeanbusiness.I'll

alsogetstraighttowhyI'm here"

Hetookoutagunandleanedagainstthedoor

frame.Ifeltmyselfgettingclosertopeeing.The

lookhegavemewasenoughtohavemeletgo,

Ijustpeedonmyselfbutthatdidn'tshakehim.

Mkhuseli:"Willyouconfesstowhatyoudid10

yearsagoorIshouldmakeyoutalk?"

Me:"What....I....Mkhuseliyounotthetypeto

hurtwomen,pleasedon'tstartnow"



Mkhuseli:"TrustmeIwouldstartnow,youhurt

mybrotherandanyonewhohurtsanyofmy

familymesseswithme.Youcausedmy

brother'skidspain,youtooktheirmotheraway

from them.Theywerestillyoung"

Me:"Theyarenot!!!theyarenothiskids.They

willnevereverbehiskids,thatbitchdeserved

todie!Sheshouldhavediedwiththatbustard

childshewascarryingbut...."

Ididn'tevenfinishtalking,heslappedmeso

hardthatIfell.

Hethengotinsidethehouse,lockedthedoor

andcroucheddownnexttome.

Mkhuseli:"Youarealsogoingtogetwhatyou



deserve,angishowenauyaziukuthiabantu

bafanelweyini?Namingyazikeukuthiufanelwe

yini"(Youknowwhatotherpeopledeserveright?

Ialsoknowwhatyoudeserve)

Me:"Please...I'm sorry,pleasedon'thurtme"

Mkhuseli:"Ineedyoutogetupfrom there,go

packyourbags...don'ttakeeverything,justfew

thingsyou'llneed,wearegoingbacktoSouth

AfricaandI'm notgoingtorepeatmyself,ngoba

isbhamusamisizokhafulelakuwena(Because

mygunwillspitonyou)

Iclosedmyeyes,Ididn'tthinkthiswould

happen,IthoughtI'dgetawaywithit.Islowly

gotupandwenttomybedroom,Ipackedmy

bags,hewasstandingbythedoorlookingat

me.Ipackedmydocumentsandlookedathim.



Me:"I'm done"

Mkhuseli:"Gotakeashower,2minutesshower.

Dressupnicelyandputonyourmakeup,fix

yourhairandsmellgood"

Ifrowned,heshowedmehisgunandthatvery

momentIrantotheshower,tookmytwo

minuteshowerashesaidIshould,Itooka

dressfrom myclosetanddressedup.Ilooked

goodandsmelledgood.Ididmymakeupand

woreaweave.

Mkhuseli:"Good,let'sgetgoing"

Ipushedmybagsandfollowedhim,heopened

thebootandshovedthem in.



Hethendroveoff,itwasjustsilentinthecar.

Me:"Mkhuseliplease"

Mkhuseli:"OnemorewordandIswearI'm

gonnashootyouandleaveyouhereforwild

animalstofeedonyou"

Andlookingathim hecouldreallydoit,weare

onthewaytotheairportandrightnowweare

drivingpastmountainsandforests.

Isighedandkeptquiet.

*Otsile*

Me:"Ntlogele,obatlangmogonna?"(Letmego,

whatdoyouwantfrom me)



Mindyou,IstayinaruralareainBotswanaso

youcanimagineI'm beingdraggedinthe

bushes,thefirstthingthatcametomymind

wasrapebuttomysurprisethismandragged

metillwegottowhereheparkedthecar.

Me:"Keagokopa,ntlogelehleRre"Okatsaya

seoosebatlang"(I'm beggingyou,letmego.

Youcantakeanythingyouwant)

Hepickedmeup,andthrewmeinsidethecar,

helookedveryscaryandtoopale.Itriedwith

everythingIhavetofightbutthismanwasso

strong.Hewasjustquiet,notsayinganything

justacting.Heputatapeonmymouthandit

wasn'thelpingthatthewindowsweretinted.

Thecartookoff,Whereisthismantakingme?

Myparents?Mysiblings?willtheyeverseeme



again?

....................­­........

Istartedscreaming,Screamingmylungsout.

"Hey...hey,itwasjustadream"

Isighedinrelief,IthoughtIwasrelivingwhat

happened.

Itallcamebacktogetheraftersometime,I'm no

longerinBotswana,I'm inSouthAfrica.I

rememberthatmantellingme.

Me:"KemoKae?wenaomang?"(Wheream I?

whoareyou?)

Hesmiled,hehasaverybeautifulsmile.



Him:"YouareinHospital,Mynameis

Simbongileandyournamebeautifullady?"

Me:"KennaOtsile,kefitlhilejangmo?"(I'm

Otsile,HowdidIgethere?)

Simbongile:"Idon'tknowthestoryofhowyou

gothereallthewayfrom BotswanabutwhatI

doknowisthatyouwereabducted,by...bymy

mother'suncle.Ithenhadavisionofyou

gettingtortured,screamingandIknewIhadto

helpyou"

Me:"Keeng?Omoporofeta?Emafelahoo,oraa

jangfaoreIwaskidnappedbyyourmom's

uncle?"(What?areyouaprophet?Waitright

there,whatdoyoumean?)



Simbongile:"I'm justhappythatyouareokay,

canIexplaineverythinglater?"

Ilookedathim,heseemedtohavezonedout.I

sighed,mykneesaresopainfulandmybody,It

feelslikepeoplewereplayingatugofwarand

insteadofusingaropetheywereusingmy

body.

*NARRATED*

AtCanadaairportMkhuselioffloaded

Samkelisiwe'sluggagefrom thecar,without

Samkepayingattentionheshovedafewbags

ofcocaineinoneofherluggage.In30minutes

timetheirflightwasleaving,Mkhuselibooked

seatsthatarefarapartfrom eachother.



Theyboardedandsoontheflightleft.

.................

AtORTambointernationalairport,theyarrived

afteralongflightfrom Canada.

Mkhuselicalledafriendofhisworkingatthe

boardingsecurity,theydecidedtoconducta

stopandsearch.

Everyoneopenedtheirluggagesandwere

searched,Samkeopenedherluggageand

immediatelybagsofcocainepeepedthrough,

shepoppedhereyesinshock.

Bordersecurity:"Ma'am pleasestepaside"

Samke:"No...nothosethingsarenotmine,

pleaseI'm beingframed"



BS:"Pleasedon'twasteourtime,stepaside"

Samke:"Mkhuselitellthem,theyarenotmine,

Pl..."

AssheturnedlookingforMkhuseli,hewas

gone.

Policecame.

Policeman1:"Youareunderarrestforthe

possessionofillegaldrugs,fakepassportand

changingyouridentity"

Samkegotpuzzled,sheneverchangedher

identity,shedidn'tuseanyfakepassport.



Samke:"I'm beingframed,I...letmego!!!Idon't

knowallthesethings"

Policeman2:"Youhavetherighttoremain

silent,everythingyousaywillbeusedagainst

youinthecourtoflaw.Youhavetherighttoan

attorney,ifyoudon'thaveonethestatewill

provideyouwithone"

Theytookheraway,meanwhileMkhuseliwas

watchingallthisunfoldfrom adistanceandin

hismindhethought"THISISJUSTTHE

BEGINNING"

Hetookhisphoneandcalledhisladyfriend

who'sinprison,hemadesurethatSamkegets

takentothesamejailcellasher.



MamaJ:"AwuBrayam"

Mkhuseli:"ThegiftIpromisedyouisontheway,

pleasemakesureyoudoeverythingtoher,

satisfyyourself"

MamaJ:"Ahhhrelax,youknowme.Ideliver"

Mkhuseli:"Sho"

Hehungupandleft.

#Unedited

#SJ

OmpabaletsePhandoGaleboeandSharon



Metlhaleng,Thankyousomuchforhelpingme

outwithSetswana

ToIthabelengRamokatethankyoufortopping

meupwithairtime

Insert11.

*SIMBONGILE*

I'veneverbeensodrawntoapersonlikeIam

withthatgirl,thewayshespeaksTswana,her

bigeyes,herbrownskin,herbirthmarkbelow

herlefteyebrow.Sheissoperfect,Iexpected

hertobemadandallbutsheiscalm.

Ilookedatherlookingatme,it'slikeshewas



expectingmetosaysomethingafterthecall

I'vejustreceived.

Otsile:"Atsohlediaperetshiamo?"(Is

everythingokay?)

Me:"I'm sorrybutIcan'theardeepTswana,I

onlyknowfewandverygeneralwords"

Shegiggled.

Otsile:"Ohkemaswabi,Imeaniseverything

okay?afterthatcallyouhad,youseem

disturbed"(OhI'm sorry)

Me:"Thatwasmydadcalling,apparentlymy

sisterisinhospital.Shehadamiscarriage"



Otsile:"OhhleSim...Sim...KanauSim Mang?He

ehhle,youhavetogobewithyoursister"(You

areSim whatagain?)

Me:"Mysisteriswithfamilymembers,What

aboutyou?Mysisterwouldhavelovedforme

tosupportyouaswell.I'llgoseeherlater"

Otsile:"BathongSim,pleasegobewithyour

sister.Kanawagohloka,nnaketlasiama"(She

needsyou,I'llbefine)

Isighedandheldherhand.Ifeltthisforeign

feeling,IfeltlikeI'm beingelectrocuted.Shefelt

ittoo,judgingbythelookinhereyes,the

suddendiscomfort.



Me:"I'llcomebacktoseeyoulater,whatshould

Ibringforyou?"

Otsile:"Anythingreally"

Ikissedherhandandleft,shemusthavebeen

shockedbymygestureaswellbecausetrust

meI'm shockedmyself.

Me:"Seeyoulater"

IleftjustlikethatandallthewaytoMediClinic

Iwasthinkingofher,whenshesaysSim and

notknowingwhattosaynext.

*OLUHLE*



Ifeelsodisconnectedfrom myself,Ifeellike

I'm tooyoungtobegoingthroughthiswhole

miscarriagesituationbutthenagainI

rememberthisislifenotmoviesandinreallife

youarenevertooyoungtogothroughthings.

Myfamilyhasbeenhere,thepitypartyandthe

constantfightsbetweenmyfathersmakesme

sickIdon'twannalie.Myfatherhasbeen

askingwhynoonetoldhim aboutthe

pregnancyandrightnowhe'sgettingtomylast

nervebecausehemakesitlooklikeit'sdad's

fault.

Me:"Babaplease!pleasestop,Daddidn'tdo

anything.I'm theonewhoaskedpeoplewho

knewtonotsayanythinguntilIfeelready,It

wasmydecisiontomakenottheirs.Ijustlost

mychildandallyoucanthinkofiswhyyou

werenottoldaboutthepregnancy?please

baba"



Hesighedandscratchedhisfaceinfrustration.

Father:"Fine!!fineOluhle"

Dad:"Ohsonhereyouare"

ThatwasSimbongilewalkingin,hejustcame

straighttomeandgavemeatightsqueeze,I

couldn'tholdthetearsin.Icriedandheheldme

likethat.

Simbongile:"I'm sorry,I'm sosorrySisi,shhhI'm

herenow"

Me:"MybabydiedSimbo,mybabyisdead"



Simbongile:"Ithadtohappen,ithadtohappen

mntase,youmightnotunderstandnowbut

whenIlookatthefuture,itcouldhavebeen

hard,lifewasgonnabehavebeenhardforyou.

Zweli'sbabyhadtodieSisi,I'm sorry"

Iwasevendreadingtoaskhim whyhesaysit

hadtohappen,Iknowtheanswertothatwillbe

ancestorswanteditthatway.

Me:"Welostmom Simbongile,whatcould

possiblybeharderthanthat?IhonestlythinkI

shouldalsodiebecauseit'slikewearedestined

forpain"

Simbongile:"No....Nopleasedon'tsaythat,

don'tsaythatSisi.Allwillbewell,you'lleven

forgetthiseverhappened"



Irolledmyeyes,whowouldforgetthattheylost

theirbaby.

MaZandilookedatme,sheremindsmeso

muchofmom.Shealsohasthatverysame

energymom had,it'sliketheyarethesame

personjustdifferentphenotype.

Zandi:"IthinkI'm gonnagorightnow,butI'llbe

backprobablylaterifnottomorrowtocheckon

youokay?"

Inodded.

Me:"Thankyouforcomingwithdad,itmeansa

lottomeandIknowitmeansalotmoretohim"



Shesmiled.

Zandi:"Don'tmentionmyangel"

Dad:"LetmedriveZandihome,I'llbebackinan

hourorso.Whenarevisitinghoursagain?

AnywaywhatshouldIbringbaby?"

Me:"Justbringapizzafrom Panarottis,I'm

tiredofDebonairshai"

Dad:"Okaylet'sgetgoing"

Theyleft,inthewarditwasjustme,Simbongile

whoseemedsodistant,mydadandMa

Snethemba.Thiswomanhasbeenourpillarof



strength,shepulledachairandsatnexttomy

bed.Sheheldmyhandandkisseditthen

lookedatmeintheeyes.

Sne:"Mylove,whatSimbongilemeantisthatin

thelongrunthechildwasgoingtoneedhis

culture,whowasgoingtohelpyou?Hewas

Zweli'schildandasyouknowthere'sbadblood

betweenthefamilies,yourmother'sancestors

wouldhaveneglectedthebabyandhewas

goingtosuffer.Zweli'ssisterkilledyourmother

thereforethebloodrunningthroughyourchild's

veinsisofanenemy"

Iwasintears,butIkindofunderstood.Yesa

partofmewasnothappythatIwasgoingto

havethischildbutIhadgottenusedtotheidea

ofbeingpregnantandIwasslowlylearningto

lovethischild.Ontheotherhandwhenthey



explainitlikethis,Idon'tthinkIwouldhave

lovedtoseemychildsuffering,I'veseenthe

Mbathaancestorsmakingpeoplesufferandit's

notnice.Allthat'sleftnowisformetogetused

totheideaofnotbeingpregnantanymore.

Shewipedoffmytearsandheldmyhands

again.

Sne:"There'llbelightattheendofthetunnel,all

willbewellokay?"

Inodded.

Sne:"Tomorrowwhentheyreleaseyou,Ihave

tocleanseyou"



Me:"Thankyou"

Sne:"Ohnobabydon'tthankme"

Me:"NoMa,thankyouforeverythingyou've

doneandcontinuetodoforus.Iknowitmust

havebeenhardbutyoulovedusanyway,

alwaysbeensupportive,Thankyou"

Sne:"Youguysaremybabies,everythingI

woulddoforthetwinsI'ddoforyoutoo"

Aren'twetheluckiestthough?Imeanwelost

ourmom butwestillreceivelovethatcomes

unconditionally.Wehave3parents,wellfour

whenAddingMaZanditotheequationandthey

loveus.



Wesattherehadagoodconversationandfora

momentIforgotwhyI'm here,Simbongilekept

ondriftingoff.

Sne:"Gobewithhermyboy"

Ifrowned.

Me:"Her?whoisthat?"

Simbongile:"She's...Haiisisi,noonehawu"

AsmiledformedonhislipsandIknewright

thereandthenthatthisguyisinlove.

Me:"Gobewithhermynigga,gomakeyour

sisterproud.ButIhavetoknowher"



Helaughedandstoodup.

Simbongile:"Areyousureyou'llbefineifI

leave?"

Me:"Gobewiththatgirlmanwenaeish"

Hecameandkissedmyforeheadthenleft,I

lookedatMaSne,shesmiled.

*SAMKELISIWE*

Igotlockedupinajailcellwithaveryscary

woman,Icouldn'tlookatherstraightinthe

eyes,Ikeptonstealingglancesatherandfor

thelasttimeIlookedatherandfoundher



lookingatme.

Her:"Zishaphi?"(What'sup)

Ikeptquiet.

Her:"Yeycheesegirl,whydoyoukeepon

lookingatme?"

Me:"I'm sorry".

Her:"Wozala"(Comehere)

Ifrownedwhilelookingather.

Her:"HaiimanCheesegirlngyak'bizaoryini



ufunemina,ngizelapho?"(I'm callingyouor

what?Doyouwantmetocomeoverthere?).

Igotupandslowlywenttoher,shetappedher

bedformetosit.

Me:"I'm finestanding"

Her:"Haiiiman!!!HaiimanCheesegirl,fok!!!I

saidsitdown,yougonnamakemeangry".

Sheshouted,Isatdownquickly.

Her:"Good!nowtellmewhyareyouhere?"

Itoldhereverything,nothingbutthetruth.



Her:"Youkilledanotherwomanforaman,

maybeIshouldalsokillyouformoney"

Me:"It...I...pl....."

Her:"IhaveagameI'dliketoplaywithYou.It's

averysimpleyetinterestinggame.I'm gonnalie

downonthisbed,youhavetomakesureyou

pleasureme,Iwantyoutogivemeallthe

pleasureintheworld.Don'tforgettotakecare

ofmycookiewithyourtongue,youdon'tstop

untilIsayso"

Ilookedather,notbelievingwhatIjustheard.

Shewantsmetomuffher?shemustbehighon

drugs.



Me:"Areyoucrazy?"

Shgavemeaveryscarylook,Iknewnotto

questionheranyfurther.Shelayeddown

lookingup,Ihadtodoallthework.

Godpleasehelpme,ifthisismypunishment

forallthatI'vedone,I'm sorry.

#Unedited

#SJ

Insert15willbethelastinsert.

Thepressureofstudyingisonbafethu,Ihave

finalexamsstartingnextmonth that'slikein

2weeksfrom now.

ButIwon'tleaveyouhanging,AsItoldyouI'm

gonnabesellingastoryinaform ofPDF.It'llbe



completeinaweekorso.

Thosewhowantit,it'llbecostingR50soyou

caninboxme

Insert12.

*SAMKELISIWE*

It'stwoweekssinceI'vebeeninajailcell,Itried

allIcouldtogetoutbutseemsliketheworld

hasturnedagainstme.Ihaveturnedintoawife

tothisbullyhere,Ican'tlookingatherandnot

getquestionedforit,sheforcesmetosuckher

p***yandpleasureher,ifIdon'tIgetbeatenup

forit.Ihaveblueeyes,bruisesandscratchesall

overmybody.It'snowmorethaneverwhereI

regretkillingOyintando,Ireallyshouldn'thave

becauseI'm nowpayingforitpainfully.Ibet

evenOyiisenjoyingwheresheis,Iwoulddo

anythingfordeathtovisitme.



"Samkelisiwe"

Igotupquickly,itwasthewardencallingmy

name.

Me:"Ye....yes"

Him:"Youareleaving"

Iopenedmyeyeswide,Ican'tbelievewhatI'm

hearingrightnow.

Me:"WhatdoyoumeanI'm leaving?"

Hegavemeadeadlylook.



Him:"Imeanjustthat"

Me:"Ofcourse,yesummh...I'm leaving"

Heopenedtheburglarbarsorwhateverthisis

called,Ilookedatthiswomanonemoretime.

Me:"Fuckyou!!!Ihopeonedayyoumeet

someonewhowilldothesameandworseto

you.Iwishyoucouldrotinhereandneverbe

released"

Shegiggled,notlookingatme.

Her:"Onlyifyouknew,you'llwishyouwere

lickingmyanusinsteadofbeingreleasedbut



goodluck"

Ilookedatherconfused,whatdoesshemean?

ButIdon'tcare,she'sprobablybitterbecause

shewon'tbehavingsomeonetouse.

Me:"Whatever!Bye"

Iwalkedout,youknowthatvictorywalk.I

thoughtmypeopleforgotaboutmebuthereI

am,free.WhothehelldoesMkhuselithinkheis?

Theygavemereleasepapers,Isignedandtook

allmybelongingsthattheyhadtaken,I

switchedmyphoneonandsteppedoutsideand

gottofeelwhatmostpeoplewhowere

imprisonedfeelwhentheygetreleased.



"Cometotheredcar,wehavetogoquickly

beforetheycomeforyou"

Ireadthesmscomingthroughmyphoneand

lookedattheredcar,withouthesitationIranto

it.

*OTSILE*

Igotdischargedatthehospitalthreedaysago,I

am atthehotelthatwasbookedformebySim,

he'sbeenverygoodtomeandIhaven'tgotten

achancetothankhim forhisgenerosity.Imiss

home,mom mustbegoingcrazy,Idon'teven

knowhowI'llgettoBotswanabecauseIhave

nomoney,notevenacenttobuymyselfalousy

chewinggum.Iam juststandingbythebalcony,

lookingatthebeautifulviewofthecityand

reflectingonmylife.



IthinkI'm inlovewithSim andIhonestlydon't

knowifit'sagoodthingornot,won'titseem

likeI'm takingadvantageofhisgoodheart?

AsIwasstandingthere,aknockcamethrough.

Iwenttoopenandhehadabunchofflowers

andabrownpaperbag.

Me:"Hi"

Sim:"HeyOtsile,howareyoufeelingtoday?"

Me:"Alotbetterthankyou"

Henoddedandsatdown.

Sim:"Ibroughtlunchandtheseareforyou"



Hehandedmetheflowershehadonhishand,

thisisallnewtomeandit'slikeI'm inthe

movies.I'm aruralgirlandthingslikethisnever

happentous,beinggivenflowersandgifts.

Me:"Kealebogahle,theysobeautiful"

Iputthem onthetableandsatdownnextto

him.

Hetookoutthefoodfrom thepaperandputit

ontopofthebed.

Sim:"Let'seat"

Westartedeatingwhileconversinghereand

there.



Sim:"What'sonyourmind?"

Me:"OhwellI'm justthinkingofhowI'm gonna

gobackhome.Myfamilymustbeveryworried"

Hewentquiet,wecontinuedeatingandIcould

feelhim lookingatme.

HetookmyhandandIfeltashockofsome

sort.

Sim:"WhatifIdon'twantyoutoleave?"

Me:"Orayang?"(Whatdoyoumean?)

Iwashonestlysurprisedandconfused.



Sim:"WhatifIdon'twantyoutogobackto

Botswana?"

Me:"ButIhavefamily,theyaredefinitely

worriedaboutme"

Sim:"IknowthatOtsilebutIloveyou,Ireallydo

loveyou.YoucanmarrymeandmovetoSouth

Africapermanently"

Iopenedmyeyeswideinshock.

Me:"Kegonyale?Imean...we...wow!!I..."

Sim:"Iknowit'sshockingbutI'm aspiritual

personOtsileandmyancestorshavealready

shownmemyfuturewithyousoIdon'tfeelthe



needtowastetime.IloveyouandIknowyou

feelthesamewaytoo,wecandotherightthing,

I'llsendmyunclesovertoyourfamilyandask

foryourhandinmarriage"

Ijustkeptquiet,Ididn'tknowwhattosay,wellI

doknowIlovehim butIthinkhe'smovingtoo

fast.

*NARRATED*

IntheruralareaofZimbabwe,ayoungboyran

tothehuttotellhismommythatsomeone's

lookingforher.

Boy:"Mom there'samanlookingforyou"



Hismom alreadyknewwhoitis,shehasbeen

waitingforthismanforalongtime.

Her:"Tellhim tocomein,youcangoplay"

Theboynoddedandranoutofhismother'shut.

Heinformedthemantocomeinandwentto

play.

Inthehut,themansatdownonthefloor,this

manisfearedinthewholevillageandhefears

noonebutthewomanhesittinginfrontofis

theonlypersonhefearsandrespectsomuch.

Hesatdownonthefloorandlookedather.

Woman:"I'vebeenwaitingforyou"



Man:"Iknowandit'stime,wehavedoneallthat

weneededtodoandnowwehavetoperform a

ritualbeforeweletyougo"

Woman:"Okay,thankyousomuchforallthat

you'vedoneforme.Howsooncanwedothe

ceremony?"

Man:"Tonightattheriver"

Thewomanagreedandassoonasthemanleft,

shestartedpreparingeverything.Shecouldn't

waittogetthisoveranddonewith.

#Unedited

#SJ



I'm nowbackforreal,I'm sorryonceagainbutI

hadproblems.

Insert13comingup.....

Insert13.

*SAMKELISIWE*

AssoonasIgottothecar,thetintedwindows

opened,Iimmediatelywantedtorunbutitwas

toolatebecausetheguyinthecargotoutand

pulledmeback,threwmeinsidethecar.Idon't

knowwhothesetwomenareandIhaveabad

feelingaboutthis.

Me:"Whatdoyouwantfrom me?"

Guy1:"Youshouldbegratefulthatyouareout



ofjailsoearly,nobodygetstohavethatkindof

luck,sostopaskingquestionsandthankus"

Me:"Yahbutwhoareyouandwhydidyou

releasemefrom jail?Youdon'tknowmeso

surelyyoucan'tjustrandomlypicksomeone

from ajailcellandreleasethem fornoreason"

Guy2theonewhoisdrivingstoppedthecar

andturnedtolookatmen.

Him:"Fuckwoman!!!!Shutthefuckup,youare

outofjailandthat'sallyouneedtoknowso

stopaskingamillionquestions"

Yooohhisfaceissoscary,hehasthisdark

aura,whenhetalksyoucan'thelpbutlisten,I

justkeptquiet.Anhourlaterwegottothisvery



beautifulsuburbthatIassumeisSandhurstand

thecarstoppedatthisbighousewithmany

trees,thegateopenedandthecarwentin.I've

neverbeensoscaredformylifelikethis.

Guy1:"Getoutofthecar"

Me:"Wherearewe?Whyarewehere?"

Driver:"Wherewouldyouratherbe?Getthehell

outofthecar"

Ijumpedout,Ilookedaround.Thisplaceisso

beautifulnoliesbutI'm nothappyaboutbeing

herebecauseIgetthefeelingthesepeople

didn'tjustsavemeforfun,therehastobea

reasonanditwon'tbenice.



Thisscarypulledmebymyhandtothe

directionofthehouseandassoonasthedoor

opened....OhmyGod!!!No!NotMkhuseliagain.

Mkhuseli:"Ahlooksliketakingherwaseasier

thanIthought"

Theysmiledandtookthemoneythatwason

thetable,theythenleft.

Mkhuseli:"Bafo"

Andincame...Godthelookonhisface,itwas

fullofhatred.It'slikehewantedtokillme,

Thokozani.

Me:"Tho...Thokozani,I'm sorry,I'm sosorry.I



knowImessedupandbrokeyourfamilybutI'm

sorry"

Helookedatmeanddidn'tsayanything,hejust

satdown.

Mkhuseli:"LetmegogetsomebeerBafo,I'm

sureyou'vegotthis"

Thokozani:"Shofoza"

MkhuselileftmewithThokozaniwholooked

likevenomoussnake.

Thokozani:"YoukilledtheonlywomanI'veever

loved,themotherofmykids,shewaspregnant

withmychildandyoudecidedtoplayGodand



killedher"

10yearslaterThokozaniisstillverymuch

broken,atthementionofhis"wife"Ikilledhe

becomessoemotionalandteary.

Me:"I'm..."

Thokozani:"Shutup!!!"

Me:"ThokozaniI'm alsothemotherofyour

child,Amandlaisaspittingimageofyouand..."

Hestoodupandheldmyhandtight.

Me:"Ouchhh"



Thokozani:"Don'tuseAmandlatocalm me

down,itwillneverwork.YouareevilandIwill

showyouwhatI'm madeof,youwillknowme,

seeforwhatyoudidtomyOyintando,youwill

paynicely"

HaditbeenadifferentdayIwouldn'tbelieve

him whenhesaidI'llpaybutnowIbelievehim,

I'm definitelygoingtopay.

Mkhuselicamebackwithasmallplasticdish

andabottlethatlookedlikesulfuricacid.

Hehandedthem toThokozani.

Thokozani:"I'm goingtodothiseverydayuntil

youbegfordeathtotakeyou,I'm goingtoburn

yourskinwiththisacideveryday,nottoomuch



justbitbybituntilallyourbodyisburntand

rotten"

Me:"Thokozanino!!Nopleaseyoucan'tdothat

tome,whataboutourdaughter?"

HeslappedmesohardthatIfell.

Thokozani:"I'vemanagedtoraisethekidsof

thewomanyoukilled10yearsago,sotrustme

Amandlawillbefine,shedoesn'tneedyou"

Maybethatrapistofawomanwasright,being

inajailcellwasmuchbetterthanthis.

Hepulledmebymylegandputinsidethat

plasticdish,hepouredtheacidonmyfootandI



screamedsomuchthatIfeltmyscreams

deafeningmeaswell.

*SIMBONGILE*

Idon'tknowwhat'shappening,Ican'tseem to

beconnectingtomymom.Iam havingweird

dreams,Idecidedtogetupfrom bedandwent

tomyconsultingroom.Ilitthecandlesand

askedforlightfrom myancestors,Iaskedthem

toshowmewhat'shappeningbutIcouldn'tsee

anything.Thisissofrustrating,Idecidedtogo

backtobedandcallOtsilebutwon'tIbewaking

herupatthistimeofthenight?

Otsile:"Sim hello.Atsohlediaperetshiamo?"

(Iseverythingokay?)



DamnIdialledher,Iwantedtojusthangupbut

itwilllooklikeI'm crazy.

Me:"HeyI'm sorryifIwokeupup"

Otsile:"OhnoIwasn'tsleeping,areyouokay?"

Me:"I...YeahI'm fine,justwantedtosay

goodnight"

Otsile:"BathongSim,youdidcallearlieronto

saygoodnightremember?Forrealareyouokay?

Youdon'tsoundokaytome"

Me:"I...canIcomespendthenightwithyou?I

promiseIwon'tdoanythingyoudon'twantme

todo,Ijustwannaholdyoutight"



SilenceandIimmediatelyregrettedaskingwhat

Ijustasked.

Me:"I'm sorry...Ijust,goodnightOtsile,Ilove

you"

Otsile:"Youcancome"

Me:"SleeptightI..."

Otsile:"Isaidyoucancome"

WowI...Iquicklytookmytrouserandputiton,

withmyphonestillbalancedinbetweenmyear

andshoulder.



Me:"OkayI'llcallyouwhenI'vearrived"

Shegiggledandhungup.Ifinishedup,tiptoed

tothegarageanddroveout.

Arrivingatthehotel,IcalledherandtoldherI'm

outside,sheopenedthedoorandshelookedso

sexyinthepyjamas.

Me:"Dumela"(Hello)

Shegiggled,shealwayslaughswhenItry

speakingTswana.

Otsile:"Hello,comein"

Iwalkedinandwestoodthereinawkward

silence,notknowingwhattodonext.



Me:"Wecansleep"

Shesmiledandnodded.Itookoffmypantsand

remainedinmyboxershorts.

Wegotinsidethecovers,Icouldseeshewasa

bituncomfortable,Ibroughtherclosertome.I

kissedherforehead.

Me:"Goodnight"

Otsile:"Goodnight"

Sheclosedhereyes,Ijustlookedather,

admiredherbeautyandIgotanerection,my

d**kpokedher,shegotshocked.



Me:"I'm sorry"

Shenodded,Ibroughtherfaceclosertomine

andkissedher,shedidn'trefuse,wekissed

passionately.

Me:"StopmewhenyoufeellikeI'm doing

somethingyoudon'twantmetodo"

ShenoddedandIkissedheragain,thistimeit

becameveryheatedasIcaressedherboobs,

squeezedthem andpulledherlegovermine.

Wewerebothbreathingfaster.

#Removed



*NARRATED*

It's00:00midnightandthewoman,childand

themanareattherivertoperform aritual.

Woman:"Whatdowedofirst?"

Man:"Wearegoingtostartbylettingthe

ancestorsknowthatyouaredonewithallthat

youneededtodo,wewillthenaskthem to

protectyouandyoursonandallowyoutogo

backtoyourlife.Youhavetoaskthem tolead

youandguideyou,tosetyoufreeandlightup

yourway"

Thewomannodded.



Woman:"Sowhataboutmyson?"

Man:"Heisprotected,allwehavetodois

cleanseyouhereinsidetheriverthenyouare

freetogo."

Theyperformingtheritual,theycutthewoman

alittlebitandmixedherbloodwithmuti,they

usedthemixtureonhercutandtheydidthe

sametohersonwhoisverystrong,hedidn'tcry

atallwhenhewasbeingcutwithasharprazor

blade.

Whenallthatwasdone,theylituptheincense

andstartedtalkingtotheancestors,they

thankedthem forguidingthem throughoutthe

journey.

Woman:"NgyabongaboGogonaboMkhulu,



ningivikele,navikelanendodanayami,ngilicedile

uhamboebenifunangilihambe,ngikwenzile

konkeebenikufunakimi,kodwamanje

sekumelengibuyeleempilweniyami,ngyazi

iyobanzimaindlelaengizoyihambakodwa

ngicelaniyihambenami,ngivumeleningyophila

impiloyami"(Mygreatancestors,youprotected

meandmyson.Ihavefinishedthejourneyyou

wantedmetotake,Idideverythingyouwanted

metodobutnowit'stimeIgobacktomylife.I

knowthejourneyI'm goingtotakewillbehard,

butpleasewalkitwithme,allowmetolivemy

life)

Whenshewasdone,theytookofftheirclothes

andgotinsidethecoldwater,themancleansed

them andburnttheiroldclothes,theworenew

onesandwentbacktowheretheystay.They

didn'thavemuchreallybutthewoman

managedtopackthelittletheyhaveandwith



themoneyshesavedupwhenhelpingpeople,

shewashelpingsickpeopleandgettingpaid

forit.

Assoonasshewasdonepacking,shebid

goodbyetoeveryoneshewasclosewithand

tookhissonbyhandandofftheylefttocatcha

bus.

*THOKOZANI*

ZandileandIhaveofficiatedthingsbetweenus,

IloveherandIthinkI'm gonnamarryher.Yesa

partofmeisstillhunguponOyintandobutat

somepointI'm gonnahavetoforgetabouther

andfocusonlovingZandilethewaysheneeds

tobeloved.



Me:"Baby"

Zandi:"Love"

Me:"Iwasthinking"

Zandi:"I'm listening"

Me:"HowaboutIsendmyuncles?"

Shelookedatmeandsmiled.

Zandi:"Areyouproposing?"

Ilaughed,shekeepsmesane.



Me:"Iknowyou'llaskmewheretheringisbut

yesI'm proposing"

Zandi:"Wellthenmyhandsomeman,it'sayes"

Ipulledherclosertomeandkissedher.

Me:"Iloveyou,thankyousthandwaSam"

Zandi:"I'llletmyfamilyknowassoonasyou

haveconfirmedwithyouruncles"

Me:"Okaylet'sgoouttocelebrate,stop

cooking"

Zandi:"HaiboThokozani,whatwillthekids

eat?"



Me:"Mykidsarenotlittleanymore,they'llbe

fineyou'llsee."

Zandi:"WealsoneedtogocheckuponOluhle

andmakesureshereallyisfine"

Me:"Wewill,nowgetreadysowecango"

Shesmiledandwenttochange,anotherthingI

loveaboutheristhatshelovesmykidslikeher

own.

#Unedited

#SJ

Removedtobepostedonthegroup



Insert14.

Aweeklater

*SIMBONGILE*

Thisthingofnotbeingabletoconnectwithmy

mom isstartingtostressmeout,hasshe

turnedherbackonmemaybe?Butforwhat?I

am nolongerusedtonottellingherabout

thingsthatarehappeninginourlives,I'm used

toupdateherabouteverythingandthankher

whereit'sduebutnowIdon'tunderstandall

this.

Oluhle:"Simz!Youseem disturbed,what'sup?"

Wearegatheredaroundthetable,I'vefinally

decidedtointroduceOtsiletothefamilyand



theywelcomedherverywell.Sheisfinally

leavingforBotswanatomorrowbutI'm

accompanyingherjustsoIcanexplain

everythingtoherfamilybuthopefullyletthem

knowIlovetheirdaughterandI'dliketomarry

her.

Me:"I...We'lltalkaboutitlater,fornowlet's

enjoythefood"

Otsile:"RreDlaminiSim onealengwanaomo

yangwhengrowingup?"(MrDlaminiwhatkind

ofachildwasSimbongilewhengrowingup)

Ilaughed,dadisaveryignorantZuluman,I'm

sureheonlymanagedtohear"Whengrowing

up"



Sbani:"OhsorryOtsilemypoordadhereknows

nothingaboutSetswanaoranyotherlanguage

forthatmatterexceptforEnglishandZulu"

Otsile:"OhkemaswabihleRraDlamini"(I'm

sorry)

Weexplainedtohim whatshemeans.

Thokozani:"WhenImethim hewas9andfrom

whatIheardfrom hismother,whenhewas

youngerheusedtotalkalot,Iguesshehad

toneddownwhenImetthem.Hewasavery

reservedyoungboy,veryrespectful,wellallof

them werebutSimbongilespokeonlywhenhe

hadto"

Otsilesmiledandnodded,MaZandilestoodup



togogetdessertleavingusconversingand

laughing.Itwasafullhouse,DadandMaSne

werealongwiththeirtwins,AuntyNdekaand

uncleMvelowiththeirkidswerethereaswell.

Apartfrom everythingtheyweresurprisedthatI

wouldwanttogetmarriedattheageof19.

Londeka:"SoOtsilehowoldareyou?"

Otsile:"I'm 18"

Theydidn'twanttojudgebuttheywere

honestlyshocked,Icouldseebythelookson

theirfaces.

Mvelo:"School?"



Otsile:"Icompletedmatriclastyearand

couldn'tfurthermystudiesduefinancialissues"

UncleMvelonoddedbuttheytrustedmeto

makeagooddecision,Ialwaysdo.Ontheother

MaSnekeptongivinglooksIreallydidn't

understand,it'slikesheknowssomethingbut

she'safraidoftellingme.Allinallwehada

lovelyday,I'm justnervousabouttomorrow's

outcomeinBotswana.

•••NARRATED•••

Thewomanhadarrivedfrom Zimbabweand

bookedatthehotel,shelookedathisson

eatingandsmiled.

Her:"Youlooksomuchlikehim".



Boy:"Areyoutalkingmom?"

Her:"Noboy,finishyourfood"

Shestoodbythebalconyasmemoriesofher

previouslifefloodedinherhead,shedropped

tearsandwonderedhowit'sgoingtobenow,

willtheyaccepther?Shehasalotofexplaining

todoandshe'sscaredtheywon'ttrusther.

...............

ThefollowingmorningSimbongileandOtsile

werepreparingfortheirtriptoBotswana,they

werebothnervous.Theirflightwassettoleave

intwohoursfrom nowandOluhlewasgoingto

drivethem theresinceshealsohasan

appointmentwithherdoctor.



Oluhle:"Areyouguysready?"

Theywereready,theirdrivetotheairportbegan.

*THOKOZANI*

IreceivedanSMSfrom awomanwhowould

apparentlyliketoshareherstorywithussothat

wecanbroadcastit,sheisjustscaredof

meetinginthepublicbecausesheisscaredof

herabusivehusband.Menwhoabusewomen

irritatemetothecorereally,howlongarewe

goingtohaveourwomencrybecauseofmen

whocan'tcontroltheirtemper?

Zandiwasstillinbed,lookingatmegetready.



Me:"Mylove,I'llseeyoulaterokay?"

Zandi:"Okaybabe,butI'llbegoingtomyplace

today"

Idon'tunderstandwhywhyshedoesn'tmovein

already,sheishardlyeveratherplaceandI

lovehavingherhere,shetakescareofusand

theideaofmykidshavingamotherfigurein

thehouseisnicereally.

Me:"Willyoucomeback?"

Zandi:"I'llletyouknowlater"

Inoddedandwenttokissher,Igavehermy



cardsoshecanbuythingssheneeds.

Me:"Okayletmetakethekidstoschoolbefore

Phakadestartscomplaining"

Shelaughed,Phakadedoesn'twanttobelate

forschool,ever.

Ithenleft,drovethekidstoschoolthendrove

tothedesignatedhotel,shehadsentmethe

hotelroom numbersoIknowwheretogo.

Iarrivedandpassedbythehelpdeskthen

headedtotheroom Iwassettomeetthis

woman.

Iknockedonceandthedooropened.



IstoodthereforafewsecondsandIdon't

rememberwhathappenedafterthat.

.............

IopenedmyeyesslowlyanddiscoveredthatI

wasinhospital.

"OhthankGodyou'reawake,youscaredme"

Iclosedmyeyesagain,Imustbedreamingor

somethingbutthisisnotreal.

Me:"Youdied"

Her:"I...Iknow"



Me:"Weburiedyou"

Her:"IknowThokozani"

Me:"Imournedforyoufor10years"

Islowlyopenedmyeyesandshehadtears

streamingdownherface.Doghostscry?

Me:"Younotreal"

Shesaid"Iam"inawhisper.

Me:"Oyintandohow?HowbecauseIsawyouin

yourcasket?Meandthekidscriedforyou,we

mournedforyouand....no!!Noyounotreal"



Shecameandsatdownnexttome.

Oyintando:"Canyougivemeachanceto

explain?"

Explainwhat?What'shappeninghere?Howcan

someoneweburied10yearsagoresurface?

Me:"Idon'tunderstand"

Oyintando:"Youknowourfamilyisavery

spiritualone,apparentlyIhadacallingbutit

wassuppresseddeepinsidemebyevilspirits,

thereforewhenSamkepoisonedus,my

ancestorssawanopportunitytotakeme,yesto

youandeveryoneelseIwasdead,youburied

meandallthatbuttruthisIwasn't.Ididn't



knowaboutthisuntilIfoundmyselfin

Zimbabwe,IwasscaredThokozani,Iwas

confused,Ididn'tevenknowwhoIam.Ihad

lostmymemory,theyperformedaritualandmy

memorycameback,Iwantedtocomebackbut

Icouldn'tbecauseIhadtogetridoftheevil

spiritthathadtakenovermylife,Ihadto

answertomycallinganddoallthatwas

requiredofme,Ihadnocontroloverthe

situation,Ihadtohelppeopleandittook10

yearsformetobefreed"

Me:"Youtoldmetomoveon"

Ihonestlydidn'tknowwhattosay,It'sher.Still

lookingsobeautifulbutdifferent.

Oyintando:"Idid...IdidbecauseIfeltitwouldbe

selfishofmetomakeyouwaitforlong,itwould



beselfishofmetowatchyousuffer,Isawhow

youheldontomeandIsawthepainyouwere

harbouring"

Me:"Couldn'tyouletusknowthatyouwere

alive?"

Oyintando:"IcouldhavebutIwasn'tsupposed

to,itwasgoingtoruineverything,noonewas

supposedtoknow"

Shewascrying,Icouldseethepaininhereyes,

Icouldfeelherpainandmorethananythingas

muchasIwantedtodoubther,Icouldseethe

sincerityinhereyes.

Oyintando:"DoyouthinkIwouldjustsiton

holidayfor10yearswithoutseeingmykidsby



choice?Youofallpeopleknowhowmuchmy

kidsmeantome,Ihadnocontrolover

everythingthathappened"

Me:"ButOyiIdon'tunderstand,itwasyourbody

insidethatCasket"

Oyintando:"Yesitwas...itwasThokozoni,itwas

justmybodybutitwasmeanttomakeyou

believeI'm reallydead,afteryouburiedme,I

foundmyselfinZimbabwe,that'swheremy

greatgreatancestorscomefrom"

Isighed,Iwassoshockedtosaytheleast,I

couldn'tstoplookingathertoseeifshewon't

justdisappear.

Oyintando:"Phakadehasatwinbrother"



Me:"What?Waithowdoyouknowoursonis

Phakade,whatdoyoumeanhehasatwin

brother?"

Nowthiswasmoreconfusing.

Oyintando:"ThokozoniImighthavebeenaway

from youbutthatwasinflesh,InspiritIwas

withyouallthetime,Iprotectedyoufrom allthe

thingsthatweremeanttoharm you,Ibrought

luckinyourway,IwasthereasonwhyOluhle

miscarried,Icouldn'twatchhersufferafter

givingbirthtothatchild,everythingthat

happened,someofthem itwasme.Iknow

morethanyoucanimagine,Ievenknowabout

thewomaninyourlife,Zandile...youcanmarry

her"



Thatalonewasenoughtomakemefeelguilty,

shehadnocontrolovereverythingthat

happenedandhavingtocomebacktoherlife

andfindingthemanshelovedwithanother

woman.

Oyintando:"Iheldontoyou,Istillhavethering

yougaveme"

Me:"Iwanttomeetourson,Phakade'stwin"

Shenodded,damnthiswoman.Istillloveher

sosomuch.

Me:"What'shisname?"

Oyintando:"Thokozani"



Me:"Yes?"

Oyintando:"That'shisname,ThokozaniOwethu

Dlamini"

Ismiled,althoughIstillhavealotofquestions

butseeingherheremakeseverythingokay,

that'swhatI'vebeenprayingforalltheseyears

right?Forhertocomeback?AndGodlovedme

enoughandbroughtherback.

Oyintando:"Pleasedon'ttellthekids,Iwantto

betheonewhotellsthem"

Inodded,lookingstraightintohereyesandthe

thoughtofhowIlosthercameback,weboth

shedtears,heldeachother'shandandwejust



sobbed.

#Unedited

#BAHWWMP

Insert15.

*NARRATED*

AtSirSeretseKhamaInternationalAirportin

BotswanaSimbongileandOtsilehadjust

landed,Otsilehasneverbeensonervousabout

anythinginherwholelife,she'sbeenquiteever

sincetheplanelanded.There'salotgoing

throughherheadandshecan'thelpbutbe

scared.MrMorulewhoisOtsile'sdadisahard

man,heseparatedwithOtsile'smom butheis

stillverymuchpartofhiskids'livesandhegets

tomakeallthedecisionsintheirlives.



Simbongile:"Babe"

Shekeptquiet,hecalledhernameaboutthree

timesbeforesheheardhim.

Otsile:"Umm I...kemaswabi,Ijusthavealoton

mymind,whatwereyousaying?"

Simbongile:"Okaylet'stalkaboutwhat'son

yourmindoverlunch,it'sbeenalongflight.I'm

hungry,youmustbeaswell"

Otsile:"Gosiame,wecango.Icoulddowith

somefoodaswell"

Theyheadedovertotherestaurantrightatthe



airport,orderedandsoonastheirorderarrived

theystartedeatingbutOtsilewastense.

Simbongile:"Okay,let'stalkaboutwhat'son

yourmind"

Shehuffedandplayedwithherfoodusinga

fork.

Otsile:"I'm scaredSim,I'm scaredofhowmy

familyisgoingtoreacttowhatwewannatell

them aboutus,I'm scaredtheymightnoteven

believethatIwasabducted,moreespeciallymy

dad.Heisaveryhardman,hemightthinkIfled

withyouorsomethingbecausecometothink

ofit,whogetskidnappedthenfallinlove?I

myselfwouldn'tbelievemyself,Don'tyouthink

wemovingtoofast?"



Simbongileheldherhandsandlookedintoher

eyes,themorehelookedintohereyesisthe

morehefeltdrawntoher.

Simbongile:"Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingto

happenOtsile,Idon'tknowwhatyourfamilyis

goingtosayorthinkbutIwanttogoback

homeknowingI'vetriedandthatdoesnotmean

Iwon'tcontinuetryingtoprovetoyourfamily

howmuchIloveyou"

Sheheavedasighandnodded,theyhadtheir

lunchandheadedtoOtsile'shometown.

•••AttheMorules•••

Theywereseatedoutsidebytheveranda,



Otsile'smom wasstressing,theytriedallthey

couldtofindherbutnothinghelped.

Astheyweresittingthere,stillthinkingofways

tofindOtsiletheysawtwopeopleapproaching

andwithoutadoubttheyknewit'sOtsile.They

allstoodupfrom theirchairsandrantowards

thegate.

*Oyintando*

I'm backatthehospital,nooneknowsthat

Thokozaniisinhospitalexceptforme.He

decidednottotellthekids,whenIaskedwhat

he'llsayshouldtheycalltoaskabouthis

whereaboutshesaidhe'lltellthem heisheldup

atworkwithpotentialclients.Heisgetting

dischargedtodayandhecalledmetocomeand

takehim,apparentlyhestillhasalotof

unansweredquestionsandI'm willingtoanswer



allofthem.Isatonthechairnexttohisbed

whilehewenttoshower,soonhedone,hekept

onstealingglancesatmeandbythelookon

hisfaceIcouldshock,confusionandalittlebit

ofangerwrittenallover.

Everythingwasdoneinnotime,thedoctor

checkedhim onemoretimetoensurethatheis

okaybeforesigninghisdischargepapers.

Wedrovetothehotelwhilehiseyeswere

boringmyskin.

Assoonaswearrived...

"Oyintandocanwereallytalk"

That'sthefirstthinghesaid.



Itookadeepbreathaswebothsatdown.

Me:"I'm nothidinganything,everythingItold

youwasthetruth,thetruthIhadnocontrolover

soevennowwhateveryouwanttoknowI'lltell

you"

Thokozani:"Yousaidwehaveason,from what

Iknowduringyourpregnancy,ourdoctornever

toldusabouttwins,whenyougavebirthatthe

hospital,theycouldhavetoldusyouhavetwins,

Ineedclarityonthatfirst,howdidthedoctors

missthat?"

Me:"Idon'tknowhowtheymisseditbutwhereI

wastheytoldmethathewashiding,theymade

surethatdoctorsdon'tgettoseehim because



hislifewasindanger,hehasthegiftthat

Simbongilehasbuthisisdeeper,assoonas

Simbongilemarriesthatgirl,hewouldhave

walkedhisjourney,hedideverythingthatwas

requiredofhim,helpedpeoplefrom allwalksof

lifesonowit'stimeforhim toberewardedfor

hisworkandobedience.Thokozaniisgoingto

takeoverandthedifferencebetweenhim and

SimbongileisthatSimbongileisstrongerand

Thokozaniconstantlyneedsprotectionfrom

theancestorsbecauseheisgoingtobetested

allthetime,Idon'tknowifthatanswersyour

questionbutyesIalsodidn'tknowIwas

carryingtwinsuntilIdeliveredhim,hewasput

onmyhandsandIsawaspittingimageofyou.

Iwasshockedbutthewomanwhodelivered

him explainedeverythingtome,shewentasfar

asprovingitbyshowingmemypreviouslife,

thedangerthatIandmyfamilywouldhave

beeninhadInotmadeitthereorhadtheynot

takenme,Iwatcheditlikeamovieplayingon



TV.ItwasthehardestthingI'veeverhadtogo

throughbutoutoftheloveIhaveforyouand

mychildrenIhadtofight,Ihadtopersevereand

trustmethereweretimeswhenIthrewafitand

toldthem I'm comingbacktoSouthAfrica,I

couldn'thandlethehit,Icouldn'thandlethepain

ofbeingfarfrom youandthekidsbutmore

thananythingIcouldn'thandleseeingyouguys

cry,believingI'm deadwhilstIwasalive.Ifyou

thinkIhaditeasy,Ididn'tThokozani.Ihadtobe

awayfrom thepeopleIlovefor10years,Ihad

tofreetheonlymanI'veeverloved,Ihadto

watchyoubewithanotherwomanandyesI

knowyoudon'tloveher,youlovetheideaofher

beingsimilartome,IknowIchoseherforyou

andthat'sonlybecauseshewastheonlybetter

womanIsaw,Iknewshe'dbegoodtomykids,I

knewshe'dputyourheartatease."

Ispokeandcouldn'tstop,allthatwas



accompaniedbymywordswastears,

Thokozaniwasnowinfrontofmeholdingmy

hand,whileIwentonandontalking.Ifthere's

onethingIdon'twantisbeingcrucifiedfor

somethingIhadnocontrolover,Iwantpeople

tounderstandthatIdidn'tchoosetobewhereI

was,Iwasnotonsomeholidaysomewherein

anislandhavingthetimeofmylife,Ihadithard.

Thokozani:"Okay...okay,Iunderstand,Igetit

andIbelieveyou.Youdon'thavetocrybecause

itdoesn'tmatternow,allthatmattersisthat

youarebackandI'm sohappytoseeyouagain"

Hekissedmyhands,bothofthem,thenhe

wipedoffmytears.

Me:"I'm worriedabouthowthekidsaregoing

toreact,willtheyacceptme,willtheybelieve



me?"

Thokozani:"I'llpreparethem,Iwon'texactlytell

them butI'llgivethem ahintandthentakeit

from there.Whenareyouplanningontelling

them?"

Me:"AssoonasSimbongilegetsbackfrom

Botswana"

Hefrownedabit.

Thokozani:"Howdoyouknowhe'sin

Botswana?"

Me:"IknoweverythingThokozani,more

especiallyifitconcernsyouandthekids."



Henoddedinconfusion.

Thokozani:"SowhereisTJ?"

Me:"Ihadtotakehim tothenearestdaycare

fortodaybecauseIhadnoonetoleavehim

with"

Thokozani:"Wheredidyougetthemoneyfor

thehotelanddaycare?"

Me:"Iwassaving,Idon'thavemuchbutIdo

haveenoughtocarrymethroughouttheyearor

maybetwo.Iwashelpingpeopleandtheypaid

me,somehadbiggerproblemsthatonlyIcould

fixandthatcostedalotofmoneysobecauseI

knewthatonedayI'llhavetocomeback,Ihad



tosaveallthemoneyIgot"

WellIcouldbehavingmoremoneythanI'm

havingnowbutIhadtohelpoutwhereIstayed,

IhadtopayforThokozanitogototownanddo

Englishclasses.

Thokozani:"Butyoudoknowyoucan'tstayin

thehotelforeverright?Fornowyoucanstayin

ouroldhouse,Ikeptitbecausethat'swhereI

wouldgowheneverImissedyoubutwealso

hadtomoveoutbecausetheplacecarrieda

wholelotofpain,itremindedusofyouso

much"

Me:"Thankyou,I'llmovein"

Thokozani:"Canwegogetthechildfrom day



care,Iwouldreallylovetoseehim"

Inodded,weleftandwenttothedaycaredown

theroad.ThokozaniJuniorrantoThokozani

insteadofme.

TJ:"Youmustbemydad,mommyhastoldme

alotaboutyou,shesaidyou'reagoodmanand

thatyouloveme.MynameisThokozani,she

toldthat'syournametoo,Funnyright?Father

andsonhavethesamename"

Hethenlaughedtowhathejustsaid.

Ilookedathisfather,hewasjustsmiling,

lookingathim.

TJ:"Iam 10yearsold"



Thokozani:"WowI...Sawubonandoda,

Sawubonasibal'khulu"

TJ:"Sawubonababa"

*NARRATED*

Thokozanicouldn'thelpbutshedtears,he

couldfeelitthisishisson,hecouldfeelthe

connectionandtheresemblancewasjustthere

tocementtheconnectionhehaswithhim.He

lookedatOyintandowhowasalsointearsand

smiled,hisloveforthiswomanwasnotgoing

toend,notnowandmostdefinitelynotever.

Thokozani:"Let'sgogetsomethingtoeat,I'm

hungry.Areyoualsohungrybigman?"



HeaskedtheforevertalkingTJwhoagreedto

beinghungry.

Oyintando:"Youguyscangotogether,I'llgrab

somethingatthehotel.Remembersomeone

mightseeustogetherandthenextthingweare

alloverthepapersandthenthekidsfindout"

Thokozanisuddenlyremembersthathecan'tbe

overexcitedlikethatandforgetwhat'satstake.

Thokozani:"Okaybabywecangograb

somethingtogetheratthehotelIdon'thavea

problem,Ijustgotcarriedaway"

Oyintandolookedathim,withherheartbeating

sofast.Didhejustcallmebaby,shethoughtto

herself.



Theyarrivedatthehotelandorderedroom

service.

Oyintando:"Thokozaniyouneedtoremember

youinarelationshipwithanotherwoman,you

can'tjustforgetabouther"

Withadisappointedface,heagreedbutOyi

couldtellhisheartwasnotagreeingtothat.

TheirfoodcameandThokozaniandTJcouldn't

stoptalkingandhavingthetimeoftheirlives.

Thokozani'sphonekeptonringing,heignoredit

andplayedwithhisson,laterinthedayTJwas

tired,hesleptandThokozani'sphonebeeped,it

wasamessage.

"BabeI'm backasyouhadasked,I'm tryingto



callyoubutyounotpickingup.Ihiredpeopleto

packupmybelongingsinmyapartmentand

bringthem here,I'vefinallydecidedtomovein.

OhalsoIcookedyourfavourite,Seeyouwhen

yougetback.Iloveyou"

Helookedatthemessageandforthefirsttime

hewonderedwhydidheaskhertomovein,he

sighed.

Oyintando:"Gobewithher,I'llseeyousome

othertime"

Thokozani:"Ilo..."

Oyintando:"I'llwalkyouout"



Shecuthim beforehecouldfinishtalking.He

stoodupandslowlywenttokisshisson,he

lookedatOyiforsometimebeforewalkingout.

*Thokozani*

MydrivehomewasnotoneI'm lookingforward

to,Ihavetolookatthekidsandnottellthem

theirmom isalive,IhavetolookatZandiandlie

toheraboutmyfeelings.Iam theonewho

askedhertomoveinandwhenshefinallydoes,

thishappens?HowdoIevenbeginbreakingher

heart?Iwasdrivinglikethatwhilethinking,I

didn'trealiseIwasdrivingonthewronglane

untilthecarhootedbringingmebacktoreality,

Igotbacktotherightlaneanddrovehome.As

soonasIarrived,Ifoundatruckparkedbythe

drivewayoffloadingthingswhichIbelieveare

Zandile's.



Igotoffthecarandslowlywalkedpassedthe

deliverypeople,Ifoundhercookinginthe

kitchenwithSbanisittingonthehighchair

talkingtoher.

Me:"Heyguys"

Sbani:"That'safirst,heyguys?Areyouokay

dad?"

Me:"YesbabyI'm fine,justhadalongand

exhaustingday,afteryesterday'smeetingthat

wasfullofdrama,eventodaywehadtogoon

aboutit,I'm soexhausted.UphiuPhakade?"

ZandiwasjustshockedthatIwasnot

acknowledgingherbuthowdoIevenstart?



Sbani:"Inhisroom,shameyoudolooktired.Go

takeabaththencomeeat,MaZandicooked

yourfavourite"

Thokozani:"OkayI'm coming"

Iwentupthestairs,lookedthroughPhakade's

room andhewaslaughing,hislaughteris

exactlythesameasThokozani's,Ipeeped

throughandrealisedheiswatchingcartoons.

Me:"Sawubonakhehla"

Hejumpedoutofbedandrantome.

Phakade:"Daddy,Imissedyou.Ubukuphi?"

(Wherewereyou?)



Me:"Bengisayekwenyeindawo"(Ihadgoneto

someplace)

Phakade:"Youbacknow?Comelet'swatch

cartoonstogether,theyaresofunny.It'sMr

bean"

HepulledmeandIobligedandwenttositon

thebed,wewatchedtogether,Ifoundmyself

laughingaswell.Ijustsatthereandendedup

sleeping.

#Unedited

#SJ

Typinginsert16....tobepostedduringtheday



Insert16.

*Zandile*

IhavefinallydecidedtomoveinwithThokozani

andthekids,callitVatnSit,Icallitlove.Ilove

thatmanwithallofmyheartandwholeentire

beingifthat'sevenpossible.Whenheaskedme

tomoveinwiththem,Iwashesitantatfirstbut

IthoughtwhatdoIhavetolosereally?

AnywayIjustfinishedcookinghisfavourite

meal,MogoduandaDumpling.Sbanihas

helpedmesetupthetablebecausehonestly

whereIcomefrom wedon'tevendine,wejust

dishupandsitintheTVroom oranyonewho

wantstobeintheirroom candosofreelybutin

thishouse...BreakfastandDinneraretaken

quiteseriously,it'sconsideredfamilytime.



Onceweweredonesettingupwewaitedfor

ThokozanitofinishtakingashowerwhileIwent

toPhakade'sroom totellhim heshouldcome

eat,immediatelywhenIgotthere....Wow!!!Heis

sleeping,Ijuststoodtherebythedoorand

watchedthem sleep,PhakadeonThokozani's

chest.Itwashonestlyabeautifulsighttosee.I

switchedoffthelightandleftthem sleeping.

Sbani:"Wherearethey?"

Me:"Theyaresleeping"

ShelookedatmelikeIjustsaidsomethingout

ofthisworld,likeI'vespokeninaforeign

language.

Sbani:"What?"



Me:"Balele"(Theyaresleeping)

Sheclappedonceandsaid.....

Sbani:"Welllet'seatthen"

Wedishedoutforourselvesandate,itwasso

awkwardsittinglikethattogethersowe

mutuallydecidedtogotothebedroomsafter

washingthedishesweusedandpackingaway

everythingwehadputonthediningtable.

Sbani:"GoodnightMa"

Me:"Goodnightbaby"



Weheadedtoourbedrooms,Ichangedmy

dressandfilledmyselfintoThokozani'st-shirt,

Shamehedidlooktired,althoughIfeelabit

lonelyinherewithouthim butIunderstand,I

startedthinkingaboutsomanythingsuntil

sleepconsumedme.

*Thokozani*

Ican'tbelieveIendedupsleepingwithPhakade

inhisroom.ImisseddinnerandIbelieveZandi

cookedwithlove,itwasintheweehourswhenI

decidedtogotomybedroom,Islowlyremoved

Phakadefrom mychestandtiptoedmyselfout.

Ipeepedthroughbeforegoingin,shewas

sleepingpeacefully,nothingbotheringher,she

lookedsobeautifulandforamomentIthought

"Am Ireallygoingtohurther?"Shedoesn't

deserveanykindofpain,sheisasaint,she



wouldn'tevenkillafly.

SoItookoutmyclothesandonlyremainedin

myboxershorts.Igotinbed,carefulnotto

wakeherup.

Icouldn'tevensleep,Ijustlookedatherand

sighed,howdoIeventellher?She'sgonna

thinkIusedher,thatIdidn'tloveher.MaybeI

diduseafterall,wellIdidlikeherbecauseat

thispointintimeloveisadeepwordtouse.

Me:"I'm sorry"

Iwhispered,shesmiledandmyheartwentGu

GuGu.Isshenotsleeping?



Zandi:"It'sokaybabe,Isavedyourfood.Icould

tellthatyouaretired"

Isighed,shethinksI'm talkingaboutthefood.

Me:"Thankyou"

ThenIkissedherforeheadanddecidedto

pretendlikeI'm sleeping,allowingmythoughts

andguilttoeatmeaway.

................................

InthemorningIwasthefirsttowakeup.I

decidedI'm notgoingtowork,I'lljustworkfrom

homeandmaybegivethekidsahintabouttheir

mom justtoseehowtheywouldfeel.



IwashedmyfaceandbrushedmyteeththenI

wenttothekitchentogetsomefood,Imade

myselfacupofstrongcoffeethensatonthe

highchair.

"Morningbabe"

Ialmostjumpedoffthechair,mycupofcoffee

wentflyingtothefloorasIgotstartled,She

soundedlikeOyi.

Zandi:"Babe,didIscareyou?Areyouokay?

Don'tworryI'lltakecareofthemessonthe

floor,fornowletmemakeyouanothercup"

Shesaidthatheadingstraighttothekettleto

boilwaterforanothercup.



"Eyeyeyndoda,IwasatthehotelandIsawa

womanlookingexactlylikeOyintando,shewas

withayoungboywhoisPhakade'sageifI'm

notmistaken,andtheboylookslikeacopyof

PK,ifIdidn'tknowbetterorifIdidn'tseeKotiin

thatcoffeeI'dsayshe'salive"

Hestartedblabberingfrom thedoor,IswearI

couldfeelsweatrainonmyforehead.Ilooked

athim andhewasdeadserious.

Me:"Ihavetogosomewhere"

Iranupstairstogetchangedintodecent

clothestheranbackdownstairswithmycar

keysandwalletinhand.



Zandi:"Babeyourcoffee?"

Mkhuseli:"EhndodaIjustgothere,whereare

yougoing?"

Iignoredhim tooanddroveasfastasIcouldto

thehotel.

*Simbongile*

WewerenowgatheredinwhatIassumeisa

loungebutthecallitdiningroom.Otsile'sfamily

couldn'tstopcrying,moreespeciallyhermom.

MrMoruleontheotherhandwantedanswers

andobviouslyIwastheonehavinganswers,I

hadtotellhim everythingthathappenedand



howIrescuedher,from howhelookedatmeI

couldseehewasblamingmeforallthat

happened.

MmeMorule:"Thankyousomuch,thankyou

forbringingmybabyhome"

Otsile:"WellRre,MmeGagofellegonefao,

SimbongileandIareinlove"(Mom anddad,it

doesn'tendthere)

Shelookeddownwhilesayingthat,Icouldtell

sheisveryscaredofherdadbutIalso

understandwhy,themanissointimidating.

TheyalllookedatherandIswearthetension

wasnothardtomiss.



RreMorule:"Otsilewereyouevenkidnapped?

Oryoujustlefttobewithyourboyfriend?"

Silence.

RreMorule:"Mosimane,wethankforbringing

Otsilebackhome.Canyoupleaseleave"

Me:"RreMoruleIloveyourdaughter,I'dreally

lovetomarryher.Ourswaswritteninthestars

andblessedbyourancestors.Sheisthe

chosenoneformeandIam forher"

Thismanishotheaded,hestoodupand

showedmethedoor.Islowlyopenedthedoor

andlookedatOtsilewhowasclosetocrying.



Otsile:"I'llwalkyouout"

Shefollowedmeandsoonaswewereoutside

sheallowedhertearstofall.

Me:"It'sokaybaby,don'tcry.Iwon'tgiveUpon

you,onus.Youwillbemywife,onewayorthe

other.IloveyouOtsile"

Otsile:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

IkissedherforeheadandheadedtothehotelI

hadbooked,Ihadtocatchataxitotownfrom

Otsile'shomethenrequestedacabthatwould

taketothehotel.Ibookedmyflightthetooka

shower,itwasleavingearlyinthemorning,I

orderedroom service,atethenslept.



"I'm homebigboy,mommyisbackhome.I'm

heretohelpyouineverythingyouneed,Youwill

marrythatgirldon'tworry."

Ijumpeduppanting,whatwasthat?It'sbeena

whilesinceIdreamtofmymom andnow......

........................

ItwasmorningsoItookashowerthentookmy

bags,headedstraighttotheairport.Istartedby

havingbreakfastbeforemyflightcouldboard,

anhourlateritwassettoleave,wesettledin.

Afterhoursofbeinginaplane,itfinallylanded.

Igotacabthatwouldtakemehome,Idon't

knowwhybutIfeltmyemotionsrising,getting

outofcontrolandIcouldwithoutadoubtfeel



mymom'spresence.

*Narrated*

Simbongilearrivedhome,itwasempty.

PhakadeandSbanihadgonetovisittheirsister

andZandilewasouttodogroceryshopping.

MeanwhileatthehotelOyiwaswithThokozani.

Oyi:"Ithinkyoushouldcallthekidsandgivea

smalltalk,observetheirreaction".

Thokozani:"Yousaid...."

Oyi:"Simbongileishomealready,justcallthe

othersandtellthem it'simportantthattheyare



homewhenyouarrive"

HetookouthisphoneandcalledOluhle.

Olu:"Heydad"

Thokozani:"Heybaby,whereareyou?"

Olu:"AttheapartmentwithSbaniandPhakade"

Thokozani:"Okaylistennana,drivetoourhouse

nowwiththekids,weneedtotalk"

Olu:"Soundsserious".

Thokozani:"Itisserious"



Olu:"Okayweleavingnow"

Theybothhung,Thokozanisighedandlooked

atOyi.

Thokozani:"I'm sohappyyou'reback"

Oyi:"I'm happytobebackaswell"

TheyhuggedthenThokozanileft.

Whenhearrivedathome,thekidswerethere

includingZandilewhojustgotbackfrom

shopping.



Theyweregatheredaroundthetablewaitingfor

him.

Thokozani:"BantwanabamiSanibona"(He

greetedthem)

Theygreetedbackandsatdown.Zandiwasa

bitexcitedthinkingthisabouthermovingin.

Thokozani:"ZandilecanIpleasetalktothekids

inprivate"

Zandi:"Ofcourselove"

Shegotuptoleavebutbecauseofbeing

curious,shestoodbythestaircasejustsoshe

caneavesdrop.



Thokozani:"Doyouevermissyourmom and

wishshecouldcomeback?"

Theyallagreed,wellexceptforPhakade.

Phakade:"Iwouldhavelovedtomeether,Sadly

I'veonlyseenherinphotos"

Thokozani:"ImisshertooandI'dhappyifshe

wouldcomeback"

ThatkindofsquashedZandi'sheart.

Simbongile:"Dadgettothepoint"



Thokozani:"Thereissomeonewhowillcome

here,Ineedyoutolistentoeverythingshehas

tosayokay?"

Simbongilehadhisdoubtsbuthewasnothing

thinkinghard.

ThokozanidecidedtocallOyiandtoldOyito

comethroughwithTKjunior,herequested

UBERtobringhertothehouse.

About30minuteslater,shehadarrivedand

waswaitingoutsidethegate,shebuzzedonthe

intercom andthegateslidopen.

Shewalkedslowlyandnervouslyandsoonas

shegottothehouseandthedoorwasopen,

everyonefroze.



Zandionthestaircaseranupstairsintotal

shock.

#Unedited

#SJ

Insert17.

*Simbongile*

ForamomentIthoughtIwasseeingthings,I

stoodupandlookedateveryone,theywerejust

asshocked.Iquicklyrantomyconsultingroom,

Iransofastyou'dswearI'm runningtoaplace

farawayfrom here.

"Simbongile"



Istopped,it'sher.Buthow?How?Iwasyoung

whenwe"Buried"herbutthesoundofhervoice

isstillthesame,it'stheonethatusedtocalm

mewhenIwassaid,theonethatusedtocalled

meBoyza,didn'tweburyher?

"It'smeBoyza"justthenIwalkedfasterand

lockedmyconsultingroom,forthefirsttimeI

waslost,forthefirstsinceIhadthisroom I

didn'tknowwhattotouch.Ijustsatonthecold

floorandagainforthefirsttimeIjustfelt

wateryonmycheeks,Iwascrying.

Me:"Whydidn'tyoushowme?"

Iaskedlookingateverythingintheroom,they

usedtocommunicatewithmeabouteverything,



theyusedtoshoweverythingbutthistimethey

chosetodothingstheirownway.Ihaveserved

thesebloodyancestorsforaslongasIcan

remember,Ineverenjoyedmychildhoodtothe

fullestbecauseIwouldseetheheaviestthings

thatwerenotevenmeanttobeseenbykids

andnowtheyfailtoshowmethatmymom will

comebackfrom thedead?Itookthestick

behindthedoor,Istartedcrashinganythingand

everythingthatmyeyeslandedon,Iwasnow

screaming.

Me:"Ihateyou!!!Ihatethis,Ihateallofthis!!!!"

Ibecamepowerlessandsatontheflooragain,I

heardabangonmydoorandOluhlescreaming

myname,Icouldtellshewascrying.

"Simbongile,babycomeoutandgivemea



chancetoexplain.Iknowyouhavealotof

questions,Iknowyouareangrybutletme

explainSimbongile.Pleasemntanam"

ShesaidandIfeltlikeI'm goingcrazy,Istarted

hearingmultiplevoicesinmyhead,Shouting

andscreaming,sometalkingatthesametime.I

closedmyeyesandrockedmyselfbackand

forth,backandforth,backandforthand

BAM!!!!!!!!!!Thedoorwentflying,Oluhleand

Sbaniwerethefirsttoruntome,thenthe

womanwhom Isupposeismymothercameto

me,shetookmeintoherhandsandIswearI

feltlikeI'm home,it'swhereIbelong,it'swhereI

shouldbe.Thisisthesametouchfrom whenI

wasyoung.

Theyallsatdown,Idon'tknowwhybutI

supposetheywereallworriedaboutme.



"Thokozanishealsohastobehere,she

deservestoknoweverything"

Dad:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Her:"ZandileThokozani,youcan'tsuddenlyact

likeshedoesn'texist"

Dadlookedlikealightbulbwentoninhishead.

Hestoodupandwentout.

*NARRATED*

Thokozaniwentupstairs,hecouldn'tbelieve

thathesidelinedZandilelikethat,thathetotally

forgotabouther.Assoonasheopenedthe



doorofhisbedroom hefoundZandicryingand

packingherbacks.

Thokozani:"I'm sorryZandi,Canwetalk?"

Zandile:"It'sokayThokozani,Iunderstand.Your

deadwifeisback,Iheardyoutellingthekids

thatyoumissherandyouwishshecouldcome

back,soshe'sbackandyourfamilyiscomplete.

Whatam I?Whoam I?"

Thokozani:"It'snotlikethatZandile,youare

somethingtome,pleaselet'stalk"

ButZandididn'twannatakeit,shekepton

shovingherclothesinherbags.

Oyintandofeltthatsomethingwaswrong,she

leftthekidsforawhileandheadedtotheroom



wheresheheardThokozanitalking.

"SisiI'm nothereforruiningthingsbetweenyou

two,I'm hereformykids.I'm sorryifyoufeel

likeyousuddenlydon'tbelonghere,I'm sorry

andpleasedon'tleavenotonmyaccount.I'm

notheretostay,I'm leaving.I'm onlyhereto

explaineverythingtomykids"

Shesaidimmediatelywhenshegotintothe

room,Thokozanilookedatherawkwardlybut

decidedtobrushitoff,inhisheadhewas

thinking"Whatdoyoumeanyouareleaving?"

Zandile:"Ifeelused,IfeellikeI'vebeenplayed.

Hecameherelookingflushed,pretendingit

wasworkingkantiyouareback"



Oyintando:"Iknowbutcanyouatleastcome

andjoinusthenmakeyourdecisionafter

everythingissaidanddone."

Zandithrewthedressshehadintothebagthen

followedbehind.

Theywerenowallgatheredaroundthetable.

*Oyintando*

Lookingatmykids,I'm sohappy.Thokozani

tookcareofthem,hereallydidagreatjob

raisingthem.

Oluhle:"Weburiedyou,wesawyouinacoffin

andwesawitwhenitwastakendown,howare



youthenhere?Howareyoualive?"

Me:"Youthinkyouburiedme,butitwasn'tme"

Inarratedthestory,ImadesureIdon'tleave

anythingout.Theywerecrying,Imyselfwas

crying.

Oluhle:"Thisisalottotakein,Ireallyneed

someair"

Shegotupandtookherbag,assoonasshe

wasabouttoleave.

"MamadidthisforyoumostlySisOluhle"

Thatmadeherstopandsit.IlookedatTJ,he



wasplayingwithhistwinbrother,obliviousto

what'shappening,andIjustwishedIwasakid

likethem.

Zandi:"SowheredoesthatputusThokozani?"

Thokozanifroze.

Me:"Youdon'thavetoworrylikeIsaid,I'm here

toletmykidsknowI'm alivebutI'm notstaying"

Thokozani:"ZandiI'm sorry,IloveOyintando,it's

alwaysbeenlikethat.Iknowyoufeelusedbut

asOyiexplained,noonehadcontroloverthe

situation.I'm sosorryZandi,Itrulyam butwe

canbegoodfriends"



IswearThokozaniisgoingcrazy,whodoesor

evensaysuch?

Me:"Thokozaniyouwillhandlethislikeanadult

please"

Insteadhesmiled,Ijuststoodupandwentto

sitnexttoSimbongile,outofallthekidsheis

theonewhoismoreshocked.

Me:"Boyza"

Simbongile:"10yearsMa,10yearsofpainand

sorrow,wemissedyoueverydaybutyouwere

inZimbabwe,notevenanSMStoletusknow

youarealive.Mustwereallybehappythatyou

areokayandbackinourlives?Howisthat

fair?"



Ihadtobegandbeg.TheonechildIknowtalks

wasn'tsayinganything,Sbani.Shewasjust

quietandhersilencebotheredmealot.

Me:"Sbani"

Shelookedatmetearsdropped,Iheldherhand

butinsteadshethrewherselfatmeandcried

herlungsout.

Me:"ThokozanicanIgowithher?"

Thokozani:"I'lldriveyou"

Me:"IsaidsortyourissuesoutwithZandile"



SbaniandPhakadedecidedtoleavewithOyi,

Phakadewassoexcitedtomeethistwin

brotherandhismother.

Theyleft.

Assoonastheygottothehotel,itwasbuzzing

outside,Journalistswithabannerwritten"WE

WANNASEETHEGHOST"Andallsortsof

bannerswrittenrubbish.

#ToBeContinued

#Unedited

#SJ

Insert18.

*Oyintando*



Ijustfroze,howdidthesepeoplegethere?

Whendidtheygethere?Andhowdidtheyknow

I'm aliveandinthishotel?Ishouldhavemoved

outtheminuteThokozanisuggestedourold

house.NowIhavenochoicebuttoreveal

myself,mybrotherandsisterhaven'tseenme,I

wouldhavelovedforthem toseemefirstand

hearmysideofthestorybutnowIguessthat's

onlyawish.

Me:"Sirpleasedon'tdropusoffhereanymore,

canyou...."

Shani:"NoSir,youaredroppingushere"

Withthatbeingsaid,sheturnedtome.



Sbani:"Mamayou'vebeenawayfor10years,

youhaven'tbeenabletoliveyourlifetheway

youwanted.Youarenotabouttoliveyourlife

hidingfrom peoplewhoaddnovalueintoyour

life.Whethertheyfindoutnoworatalater

stage,theywillfindoutanywayandtheywill

stillcauseasceneandcallyouaghostso

ratherdealwithitnowandfocusonyourfamily.

IknowyouareprobablywonderingwhatUncle

MveloandAuntieNdekawillfeelorreactbut

tellyouwhat?Thesamereactiontheywillgive

younowistheverysamereactionyou'llget

whenyousitthem down"

Ididn'tevenrealiseIwascrying,Imissedouton

10yearsofmykids'lives,theyaresogrown.I

lookedatherandsmiled,sheopenedthedoor

ofthecar.



Me:"Sbaniwhatareyoudoing?"

Sbani:"I'm doingsomethingthatyouareafraid

ofdoingmom"

Sheclosedthedoor.

Sbani:"I'dliketobelievethatthepersonyouare

callingaghostismymom,thefirstquestionI

wanttoaskiswhatwillyoudowhenyousee

her?Whatwillyougain?Okayletmegiveyou

somethingtowriteabout,yesmymom

Oyintandoisalive,sheisaliveandhowshe

wokeupfrom thedeadisnoneofyourbusiness,

weallhavedemonstodealwithsoplease

insteadofstandingherelookingforascoopof

thedayorweek,trydealingwithyourskeletons"



Islowlyopenedthedoor,Igotoutandeveryone

gasped,camerasflashedanddifferentvoices

startedtalking,askingmequestionsandsome

saying"Wherewasshe?"

"Oyintandodidyoufakeyourdeath?"

"It'sbeen10years,wherewereyou?"

"What......

"When.....

"How......

"Why.......

Theywereallthrowinginquestionsatthesame

timeandrightatthatmomentIheardacar

screechingandsoonOluhlegotoffthecar,she

rantowardsus.



Oluhle:"Youknowwhat?Fuckyouall,gowrite

whatevernonsenseyoufeellikewritingand

leavemymom alone,whereshewashas

absolutelynothingtodowithyou,ohbutI

forgot...youdependondailyscoopsforsalaries.

Matakethekids,let'sgoandleavethese

illiteratebastardshere"

Shepulledmebyhandandthetwinsfollowed

suit,thenSbani.

Inthecaritwassilence,notawkwardsilence

butcomfortablesilence.Ican'tbelievemykids

havegrowntoapointofstandingupforme.

SbaniwasjustfussingoverTJ,Isometimes

forgetthattheyusedtobeoverprotectiveto

oneanotherandtheboyscouldn'tstoptalking

andaskingeachotherquestions,ontheother



handPhakadeisfussingoverme,hedoesn't

wanttositanywherebutonmylap,notthatI

mind.

Sbanidroveintoabeautifulcomplex,Isuppose

shestaysinanapartment.

Oluhle:"We'vearrived,MathisiswhereIstay"

Wegotoffthecar,I'm tryingsohardtokeepit

together.IwannatreadcarefullybecauseIdon't

knowwhereIstandwiththesekids.

Wegotinsideandit'saverybeautifully

decoratedapartment,itsmellsfreshandclean.

Oluhlehasalwaysbeenneatandaladyofnote.

Me:"It'saverybeautifulhouseOlu,I'm proudof

thewomanyouare"



Forthefirsttimeshesmiled,agenuinesmile.

Me:"I'm sorryOlu,babyIdidn'thaveachoice.I

didn'tplananyofthattohappen,Iwouldn'tup

andleaveyoufor10years,Idon'tknowifyou

stillrememberbutIusedtoloveyousomuch,I

stilldo."

Oluhle:"Mom it'sokay,youdidn'tplanforanyof

thattohappen,asmuchasit'snotanice

feelingknowingthatyourmom thatyoulove,

missandyearnedforherlovehasreturnedafter

youthoughtshedied"

Me:"IknowbabyandIpromiseI'llfixitandwe'll

makeupforlosttime"



Sbani:"Theseancestorsaresomehowthough

haii,Idon'tthinkI'lleverunderstandhowthey

dothings.Howdotheykeepsomeonewhohas

kidstolookafterfor10yearsinZimbabwe,

yooohha.amama,imaginewhenyou"Passed

on"Phakadewasaverysmallbabywhohadto

beinanincubatorbecausehewasbornbefore

time,Irememberdadwaslosingit,haditnot

beenforGogo,Mkhulu,UncleMkhu,Auntie

NdekaandUncleMveloIdon'tthinkdadwould

havesurvived.HewasawalkingcorpseMa,he

wasn'tcopingatallbutnonethelesshedida

greatjobraisingus,hechoseusbeforehimself

andhemadesurewewerealwayshappy

althoughwecouldseethatinsidehewasdying"

Me:"WhenIgottiredandfeltmyselfgivingup,I

wantedtocomehometoyouguysbutthings

weregoingtofallapart,IknewThokozani

wouldtakecareofyou,Iknewhewouldbea



goodfathertoyouguysandthatkeptmegoing.

YoumaynotunderstandbutIdidthisforyou

morethanIdiditformyself.Thingsweren't

goingtogowellinyourliveshadIforcedmy

wayoutofwhereIwas,everythingyoutouch

wasgoingtofallapartsoIchosetosufferfor

10yearsjusttomakesurenothingbad

happenstoanyofyou.That'showmuchIlove

you,I'dgivemylifeuponasilverplatterjustto

seeyouhappyandflourishing.Youaremykids

afterallandyoudeservehappinessandmore"

Theywerenowsittinginfrontofme,Oluand

Sbanicryingwithme,Ibroughtclosertome

anditfeltsosogood,onlySimbongilewas

missinginthishug.

*LONDEKA*



IjustreceivedanSMSfrom MvelosayingI

shouldtuneintothedailyscoop,I'm atthe

officesoIfiguredIshouldcheckitonlinewith

mylaptop.

Thefirstthingthatcaughtmyeye"Dodead

peoplewakeup?WellOyintandoMbathaAKA

KuneneOrrathershouldwesayDlaminigave

usananswertothequestion"

AndthenIsawSbanicomingoutofthecar,

sayingyeshermom isalive,whathappened

afterthatIwasn'treadyforit....Oyi,Oyicoming

outofthecar,Iwasnowtrembling,Iwas

shakingandtearsweremakingtheirwaydown

mycheeks,IcontinuedwatchingbutIwasn't

reallyfocusing.IheardOlu'svoiceswearing

afterwards,isshealive?Ismylittlesisteralive?

Wherewasshe?Didn'tweburyher?Iquickly



wipedoffmytearsandpickedupmyphone,I

dialledOluhle.

Oluhle:"HeyAuntieNdeka,pleasecometomy

place.You'llfindalltheanswersyouneed"

IhungupandsentMveloandsmstellinghim to

meetmeatOluhle's.

Ididn'tevenwastetime,Itookmyhandbagand

carkeys,laptop.I'llworklater,todayisnotthe

day.ItoldmyPAtopostponeallmymeetings.

Sihle:"ButMa'am MrSobukweisan

important......"

Me:"Sihletrustheisnotasimportantaswhat

I'm abouttodealwith,Ihavepressingmatters

todealwith,ifSobukwegetsmadorsomething



tellhim Isaidhecanwithdrawhiscontract"

Ithenwalkedouttomycar,I'm sonervous.

Whatifshe'sjustaghostnotalive?Arghhdo

ghostsevenexist?Youknowwhat?Stop

overthinkingLondekaandgothere,findout

yourself.

Within45minutesIwasdrivinginOlu's

complex,myhandswerepracticallysweating.I

wasshakingandbusypreparingformyselffor

anythingImightcomeacrosswith.

Me:"Okaybreathe,breatheLondeka....in....and

out...in....andout"

Islowlyandhesitantlygotoffthecar,Istrutted

towardsOlu'sapartmentandassoonasIgotto



thedoor,Ipreparedmyhandforknockingbut

thedooropenedandIscram outloud,soloud

thatIsawsomepeoplecomeoutoftheir

apartments,IthenheardSbanilaughingthat's

whenIcalmeddown.Iswearmyheartwas

beatingoutofmychest.

Itwasthekids....huh?Phakadedoesn'thavea

twinasfarasIknowsowhat'sthis?

Oluhleapproached,Iwasstillstandingoutside.

Oluhle:"Auntiecomeinside"

Me:"Who'sthisPhakadelookalike?"

Shesmiled.



Oluhle:"OhthisisThokozani,Phakade'stwin"

Ilookedather,waitingforanexplanation.

Sheshruggedandopenedwideformetowalk

in,IfinallydidandIswearthewholeroom was

spinning,it'sher,mysister,IfeltsodizzyIran

tothebathroom feelinglikeI'm gonnavomitbut

nothingcameout,that'swhathappenswhen

I'm scared,nervousorinshock.

IslowlygotupasIwaskneelingdownand

whenIturnedtothedoor,likeaghostshewas

standingthere.Ialmostjumpedbutmymind

remindedmethatshe'smysisterandwould

neverharm me.

Oyintando:"Sisi"



Iswearhearinghersaythatmovedsomething

insideofme,Isuddenlydidn'tcareaboutany

explanation,Icrashedmyselfintoherandasif

weplannedwebothwentdown,ineachother's

armswecried,wecriedsomuchthatIcould

myselfrunningoutofbreath.

"OhmyGod!!!!"

WebothlookedupandmetMvelo'sshocked

face.

Mvelo:"Oyintandohow....?"

Oyintando:"I'll....I'llexplaineverythingMvelo,I'm

alive,Ineverdied"



*NARRATED*

Asifarecordedcassette,Oyitoldthem

everything,thesamethingshetoldThokozani

andthekids,shewasslowlygettingtiredofthis

storyherselfbecausefrom thelooksofthings

shewasn'tdoneexplaining,thereisstill

Thokozani'sfamily,thereisheruseless

extendedfamily,thereisSfisowhoalso

deservestoknowasheisthefatherofherkids

aswell.

MveloandNdekawereshockedandindisbelief

butforsomereasontheywerenotsoshocked,

theyknowthekindoffamilytheycomefrom,a

veryspiritualoneandthey'veseenhowOyi'slife

wassometimessotheykindofunderstood.



Mvelo:"Asshockingasthisis,it'sgoodtosee

youagain,knowingthatyou'realiveand

Phakadehasatwinbrother,wow!!!!"

INBOTSWANA,ATTHEMORULE'S

HOUSEHOLD.

MmeMorule:"Papamychildisdying,please

helpher.WehavetogotontateMogapi,heisa

wellknownseerhere,hewillhelpher"

Otsilewashavingveryintenseseizures,her

eyeswereslowlybutsurelyturningwhiteand

foam comingoutofhermouth,shewas

shakingsobad,herskinascoldasice.Rre

MorulesentoneofthekidstogolookforRre

Mogapiwhoisaverygoodtraditionalhealer,

thechildranoutandwenttofindhim.



MinuteslaterRreMogapiwalkedinwiththe

child,hestartedchanting.

RreMogapi:"GagonasepeSenkalethusang

kasone,mosimaneonalefakeeneakale

thusang"(There'snothingnothingIcandoto

helpyou,theboywhowashereistheonewho

canhelpyou)

Theylookedateach.

RreMogapi:"Leitsisentlegorekebuakamang,

RreMorulethatboywasnotlyingabout

everything.HisancestorschoseOtsileforhim

andyourancestorsagreed,thereforeifyou

don'tgotoSouthAfricatolookforthatboy,you

aregoingtolosethischild,sheisgoingtodie



andshewon'tdiepeacefully.Icanonlygiveher

somethingtoeasetheseizuresbutthat'sonly

becauseyouhavetotravelfar,theseizures

won'tstopuntilthatboyhelpsher"(Youknow

verywellwhoI'm talkingabout)

MmeMorule:"Papathusangwanaka,wehave

tofindthatboy"

MrMorulewassuddenlyquiet,regrettinghis

reactionandhowhespoketoSimbongile,now

wherewilltheygetthemoneytogettoSouth

Africa?Eveniftheydo,willtheyarriveontime?

WillOtsilebealivebythen?

BACKINOLUHLE'SAPARTMENT.

Oyintando:"Ihavetogo"



Everyone:"Gowhere?!!!"

Theyallaskedinshockandfear,intheirthey

werethinkingshejustgotbacknow,shecan't

beleaving.

Oyintando:"Norelaxguys,I'm nolongerleaving

you,IjustneedtohelpSimbongile"

Mvelo:"Helphim withwhat?"

Oyintando:"Cansomeoneborrowmetheircar?"

Oluhle:"Takemine,herearethekeys"



Shetookthecarkeysandrantothecar.She

hasn'tdrivenin10years,apartofherisscared

ofdrivingagainbutthewomanshe'sbecome

overtheyearsfearsnothing.

ShedrovestraighttoThokozani'shouseand

parkedonthedriveway,thefirstthingshedid

beforegettingoutofthecarwasbookingthe

nextflighttoBotswanawhichwasin3hours

from now,shethengotoutofthecar.

Sheraninsideandasshewasgoingtowards

whereherspiritleadsher,whichisaroom

whereSimbongileis.

"AhhhT...Thokozani,yesyesI....ohmyGod!!!!"

Sheheardmoaningcomingfrom aroom she



passingby,shedidn'tcareaboutanyofthat,

sheneededtohelphersonsoshepassedthat

room andopenedthedoor.Simbongilewas

lyinginbedlookingup,heseemedtobedeepin

thoughts.

Oyintando:"Boyza"

Heturnedtolookatthedoor,asmileformedon

hisface.

Simbongile:"Mama"

Oyintando:"WehavetogotoBotswananow,

yourgirlfriendissick,shewilldieifwedon'tget

thereontime.Herfamilyissupposedtocome

herebuthowwilltheygethere?Theyhaveno

moneyfortheflightandeveniftheytry....."



Simbongile:"Saynomoremom,whatdoIneed

totakewithme?"

Oyintando:"Takeyourcandles,waterand

incense.I'llbetheretoguideyoubutyouhave

todoeverything,thisisyourbattle,yourlast

battlemyboy"

Simbongilegotupandwenttogeteverything

hismom toldhim totake,healsoheardthe

moansandgroanscomingfrom Thokozani's

room andwonderedhowhismom feltbutshe

seemedfinetohim andthere'snowayshe

couldn'thaveheardthem.

Oyintandofollowedhim,hetookeverything,

packedasmallbackofclothesandtheyranout



tothecar.

OyidialledOluhleonthewayandinformedher

thattheyareleavingforBotswanashewillleave

thecarattheairport.

*Thokozani*

#Removed

IswearIheardOyintando'svoice,Istoppedat

thatmomentwhenIheardthedoorclosing.I

gotoffZandile,putmypantsonandIwaslate

whenIgotoutsidebecausetherewasnoone

there,Iranbackinside.

Me:"ZandiI'm afraidyougonnahavetoleave,



thiswasourgoodbye.OnceagainI'm sorryfor

hurtingyou,youdeservebetter,youdeserve

someonewhowilltrulyloveyou.Youare

beautiful,goodheartedandanymanwouldbe

happytohaveyouintheirlivesbutI'm afraidI'm

notthatman"

WejusthadagoodbyesexandIthinkIregretit

becauseI'm definitelysureOyiwashereand

sheheardeverything.

Zandi:"Iwishyouthebestinyourlife,bye

Thokozani."

ShetookherbagsandrequestedanUberwhich

didn'teventaketimetoarrive.

Iarrangedwithpeopletocomegetallher

things.



Justassheleft,Mkhuseliwalked.Another

headache.

Mkhuseli:"Didyouknowaboutthis?Thatma

Mbathaisalive,IcamehereandtoldyouIsaw

someonelikeherandyouupandleft,didyou

know?Becausenowit'salloverthenews"

DidwehavesexforsolongthatIdidn'trealise

thingswerehappeningoutthere,because

Mkhuselishowedmeavideoonthedailyscoop

andnowIswearthewholeSouthAfricaknows

aboutthereturnofOyintando.

#Unedited

#SJ



Youknowwheretofindtheremoved,tobe

postedinthegroup.

Twomoreinsertstogothenwearedoneand

movingtotheaffair.

Forthosethatarenotinthegroup,search
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Insert19

••••Teaser••••

ShelookedatThokozaniandwondered,"Isthis

thesamemanIfellinlovewith?"

Thokozani:"Ukahlemama?"

Oyintando:"Ihopeyoudorealisethatyouraped



her"

ThokozanifrownednotunderstandingwhatOyi

isonabout.

Oyintando:"Zandile,yourapedher"

Thokozani:"I...babyIdidn'trapeher,IknowI

shouldn'thavegoneaboutitthatwaybutitwas

notagainstherwill,shedidn'ttellmetostop"

Oyichuckled,pickedupherbagandlookedat

him.

Oyintando:"I'm notabouttosayIdotoaman

whocan'tadmittohiswrongs,youandIcan

neverbetogetherforsolongasZandileisnot



happy,fixthingswithher,askforforgiveness

sincerelythenwecantalk"

Shestruttedawayfrom theirtableand

Thokozanibrushedhisfaceinfrustration.He

suddenlythoughtofthatday,hisheartstarted

beatingfaster."Ididrapeher,Irapedher.What

kindofamanam I?Iwasnotraisedthatway,

maybeIshouldhandmyselfintothepoliceand

payformysins.Ihavetoapologize,Oyintando

isright,Irapedher"

Hesuddenlystartedshaking,inhismind,the

words"Irapedher"wereplayingrepeatedly.

Sweatstarteddrippingfrom hisfaceandbefore

heknewithewasflatonthefloorhavingsome

sortofaseizure.Therestaurantmanagergot

notifiedandcalledanambulanceimmediately.



#TonightOnSkeemSaam

Insert19.

Amonthlater.

*NARRATED*

PeoplewerefinallygettingusedtoOyireturn.

It'sbeenalloverthepapersforthepastmonth,

eachpapercontainingit'sownassumption

eachandeveryday.Asforherfamily,they've

beenveryclingyeversinceshegotback,they

don'twannabeseparatedfrom hereveragain

andsheassuredthem.

OntheotherhandSimbongilefinallymanaged

toconvinceMrMoruleaboutmarryingOtsile,

shealmostdiedandthatwastheonlythingthat



hadherfatherrealisehowserioustheir

situationis.OtsilehasfinallymovedtoSouth

Africabutthat'safterOyitoldthem aceremony

inwhichtheyhavetotalktotheMorule

ancestorsandletthem knowaboutOtsile

moving.TheydidallthatandnowOtsileis

officiallyinSouthAfrica.

*OYINTANDO*

Ihonestlywouldn'tsaythingshavebeeneasy

duringthepastmonth,it'sbeenhardbecause

I'vehadtodealwithalotofthingsbutwhat

mattersthroughitallisbeingbackhometomy

kidsand...*Sigh*andThokozani.Seeourswas

writteninthestars,Ilovehim somuchandI

knowforafacthelovesmetoobutwhat

bothersmerightnowishowheendedthings

withZandile,seeingthingsishonestlythe



hardestpartofmylifesometimesbecauseI

tendtoseethingsthatarenotsogood.Seeno

matterhowyoufeelorthinkyoushouldnever

allowapersontohavesetwithyouwithout

yourconsent,andanymanwhodoesthat

simplybecausetheywanttobeheardorwant

toprovetheirmanhood,hemustknowheisa

rapist.Thatcanonlyhappenwhentwopeople

areinarelationshipbutneverwhenanother

personishurtandangry.

ThokozaniandIhavebeentryingtoworkonus,

gobacktowherewewereandwhatIloveabout

allofthatisthathehasbeenatruegentleman,

hetakesmeoutrandomly,callsmeeachtime

hefeelslikeitandsendsmeflowerseverynow

andagain.Ihavebeenstayingatouroldhouse,

haven'tconsideredmovinginwiththem but

hopefullyit'llhappensoon.Aswespeakweare

goingoutbutI'vebeendisturbedeversinceI



sawhowheendedthingswithZandi,.

Igotoffthecarandgottotherestaurantweare

meetingat,hesawmeandgavemehiscutest

smile.Hehasgrownoverthepasttenyears,he

isdifferentbutverygoodandhandsome

different.

Me:"Sawubona"

Hesaidsmiledwidely.

Thokozani:"Sthandwasam,Sawubona"

Heopenedthechairformetosit,Ithanked

thenweordered.

Westartedtalkingaboutanythingand



everything,laughinginbetweenandforsome

reasonIrealisedhowmuchI'vemissedthese

moments.

Thokozani:"Ngyak'thandaphakadelam,there's

nothingIwouldn'tdoforyou,Iwantustoget

marriedandatleastmakethreeorfourmore

babies.Imissthatcookiesomuchaswell"

HesaidandwhathedidtoZandikepton

visitingme,Ijustzonedout.

*NARRATED*

ShelookedatThokozaniandwondered,"Isthis

thesamemanIfellinlovewith?"

Thokozani:"Ukahlemama?"

Oyintando:"Ihopeyoudorealisethatyouraped

her"



ThokozanifrownednotunderstandingwhatOyi

isonabout.

Oyintando:"Zandile,yourapedher"

Thokozani:"I...babyIdidn'trapeher,IknowI

shouldn'thavegoneaboutitthatwaybutitwas

notagainstherwill,shedidn'ttellmetostop"

Oyichuckled,pickedupherbagandlookedat

him.

Oyintando:"I'm notabouttosayIdotoaman

whocan'tadmittohiswrongs,youandIcan

neverbetogetherforsolongasZandileisnot

happy,fixthingswithher,askforforgiveness

sincerelythenwecantalk"

Shestruttedawayfrom theirtableand

Thokozanibrushedhisfaceinfrustration.He

suddenlythoughtofthatday,hisheartstarted

beatingfaster."Ididrapeher,Irapedher.What

kindofamanam I?Iwasnotraisedthatway,

maybeIshouldhandmyselfintothepoliceand



payformysins.Ihavetoapologize,Oyintando

isright,Irapedher"

Hesuddenlystartedshaking,inhismind,the

words"Irapedher"wereplayingrepeatedly.

Sweatstarteddrippingfrom hisfaceandbefore

heknewithewasflatonthefloorhavingsome

sortofaseizure.Therestaurantmanagergot

notifiedandcalledanambulanceimmediately.

*OLUHLE*

I'vebeencallingmymom tonoavail,thelast

timeIcheckedshewaswithdadsohowisshe

notatthehospital,whyisshenotpickingup

herphone?I'm honestlyconfusedandvery

scaredformydad.He'sbeenlyingthere,not

moving.

IjustdecidedthatI'm goingstraighttotoour

oldhouse,shenevergoesanywhereifshe's



notwithusordad,IknowI'llfindher.

IgotthereandIndeedhercarwasthere,Ijust

parkedbehindherandwentinsidethehouse.I

foundhersittingonthecouchbusywitha

magazine,mustbenice.,withallthemessages

Isentherandthecalls.

Me:"Heymom"

Mom:"Heybaby"

Me:"I'vebeencallingyou"

Mom:"Oh"

Me:"Oh?Mom whatdoyoumeanoh?Dadisin



hospitalandsurprisinglyhehadseizuresatthe

restaurantthatyouweremeetingin"

Mom:"Iknow,he'llbefine"

Iopenedmyeyeswide,notbelievingwhatI'm

hearing.

Me:"Ma!!!!willyouatleastcomewithmetosee

him?"

Mom:"Oluhleyourdadwillbefineandhewill

behometomorrow,I'lljustgotocookdinner

foryouguysandwaitforhim tocomehome

tomorrow"

Shesaidwithnocareintheworld,she'smy



mom andIloveherbutIthinkshe'scrazy.Ijust

huffedandleft.

Tobecontinuedlater,thefinalinserttomorrow.

#Unedited

#SJ

Insert19

CONTINUATION

*Oyintando*

IjustarrivedatThokozanihouse,Ifollowed

rightafterOluleft.Iwon'tbeexplainingmyself

toher,shewouldn'tunderstandanyway.



Iinvitedeveryoneoverfordinnerandtheyare

allgawkingtheireyesatmeasI'm busyinthe

kitchen,humming.Ifinallyfinishedcooking,

putallthefoodinthebowlsandtookthem to

thediningtable.Noonewaswillingtohelpme

astheyweregobsmackedbymyactionswhile

myloveisIhospital.

Sbani:"ButMa,what'sgoingon?"

Ilookedather.

Me:"Wearehavingdinnerasafamily,that's

what'sgoingon"

Olustoodup,clearlydisgustedbymyactions.



Me:"Oluhle!Sit!"

Olu:"ForwhatMa?Sitforwhat?DoyouthinkI

enjoysittinghereandwatchingyoubehavelike

achild?DadisinhospitalMa,themanwho

raisedyourkidswhenyouwereawaygathering

madnessinZimbabwe.Heisinhospital"

Igotup,shedidn'tjustdisrespectme.Iwalked

towardsherandshesteppedaway,.

Me:"ListenOluhle,youwillnottalktomelike

I'm yourbestfriend,firstyouwillsitdownthen

youyouwillapologise.Iwillnottoleratethat

nonsense."

ShequicklysatdownuponrealisinghowangryI

am,andfiddledwithherfingers.



Oluhle:"I'm sorrymom"

Me:"Don'tworryI'lldealwithyoulater.Right

aboutnowthoughIjustwantyoutorelaxabout

whatishappeningtoyourdad,heisfineandon

thatnote,wehavedecidedtogetmarried.I

loveyourdadandthere'snothingIwouldn'tdo

forhim."

Theywerealllookingatmeinshockbutgood

andhappyshock,thatIcouldtell.

Wecontinuedwitheating,withOlulookingat

me,awkwardly.

*Thokozani*



Ijustwokeuptofindmyselfonahospitalbed,I

justsattherenotknowingwhattodo.Andthen

everythingthathappenedplayedinmyhead,I

knowverywellthatOyiwon'tcomesoIjust

calledZandi,ittookalotinmetodothat,at

firstshedidn'tpickupbutsheeventuallydid.

"Whatdoyouwantfrom me"thatwasher

question,Iignoredherandstartedby

apologising,Iwassosincereinmyapology.

Me:"PleaseforgivemeZandi,IknowIhurtyou

butIdidn'tmeandidn'tto.Iam sosorry"

Ibegged,beggedandbeggeduntilshefinally

forgaveme.



*NARRATED*

Adaylater.

Thokozanigotreleasedfrom hospital,hewas

gladheapologisedandhisconsciouswas

clean,althoughhedidfeelabitbadaboutwhat

hedidbuthewashappyheapologised

nonetheless.

MeanwhileOyintandotoldOluhletonotpickTk

upfrom hospitalasshewillbetheonegoing

there.Shefinishedbathinganddroveofftothe

hospital,shewassoexcitedbecausenothing

wasweighingonheranymore,shewasgoing

tomarryherlove.

ShegottothehospitalandfoundThokozani



busyonhisphone,probablytryingtofindout

whowillbepickinghim up,heraisedhishead

andhiseyesweremetbytheloveofhislife,

theyarenowolderbuttoThokozaniitfeelslike

yesterday.HesmiledandOyintandodidthe

unthinkable,shewentandslowlykissedhim,

hereceivedherlipsandasthekissgotdeeper,

Thokozanisqueezedhisbuttcheeks,thingsgot

moreandmoreheated,nowordsspoken,just

theiremotionsandtheirthoughts.

Oyi:"Let'slockthedoor,thisisaprivateward"

Thokozanichuckledandinstantlywenttolock

thedoor,theirkissstartedoveragainbutthis

timewiththeirclothesflying.

Thokozani:"Ukhonakanjanukungisanganisa

kangakamama?"(HOW DOYOUMANAGE



DRIVING,MECRAZY)

Hepickedherupand.....

#REMOVED

#Unedited

#Unedited

Removedtobepostedonthegrouptomorrow,

ngwanauSleepyrightnow.

Thisinsertcompletesinsert19.
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OneyearPRIOR

*OYINTANDO*



Wejustgothomefrom hospitalandThokozani

can'tkeephishandsoffofme,immediately

whenwegotinsidethehousewewerebusy

laughingandspankingeachotherwhensixsets

ofeyesgawkedatus.ThetwinsandSbaniare

atschoolandtheseonesdon'thaveclasses,

plusOtsilewhom Ihavefallensomuchinlove

withoverthemonths,shehasbecomea

daughtertomemorethanamakoti(Daughter

inlaw).

Me:"Heybabies"

Otsile:"Dumelamme"

Sim/Olu:"Heymom"

Theywerelookingatusclearlyconfused.



Thokozanikissedmeonthecheeksoasto

makethem understandwhat'shappening.

Thokozani:"Ithinkit'stimeyoukidsmovedout,

mywifeandIwanttodanceandmakebabiesin

thiswholehouseandyouare......"

Olu:"EwwwewwwDad!!!!TMIyoooh,howare

youfeeling?"

HaiboveleThokozaniisbeingextra.Wasit

necessaryforhim totellthekidsthat?

Thokozani:"Njengobaubonakehnganeyam

minangiwumqemane,ngishodanjengokuthi

ngi....."



Simbongile:"Haibobaba,wearegladyouare

finebutTMIforreal,let'sgobaby"

Ilaughedastheywalkedouttothegarageand

Oluhlefollowed,laughingandshakingherhead.

Olu:"ByeBazali,I'm goingtomyapartment.

Seeyoutomorrow"

Me:"Byebaby"

Thokozani:"R5000intoyouraccountforpicking

thekidsupfrom schoolandspendingthenight

withthem"

Oluhle:"WithoutadoubtmyLord,I'llbe

expectingthemoneyshouldbeinmyaccount



verysoonplease"

Justlikethatsheleft.

IwenttoputthebagupstairsinThokozani's

bedroom andasIwasabouttoturnaroundhe

washerewithhishandswrappedaroundmy

waist.

Hekissedmeonmyneck,nibbledonmyear

andswirledhistongueinmyearthenhe

whispered"Konjesigcinekuphimama?"

(WHEREWEREWE)

HeturnedmearoundsoIcouldfacehim,I

lookedathim andhelookedsosohorn*,asI

wasabouttoopenmymouthtryingtosay

something,hekissedme,soft,wet,passionate



andveryslowkiss.Hegrabbedmya**and

squeezedit,Iwaspracticallyonmytiptoes

becausewellthekisswas....yah.

HesawI'm onmytippietoes,hepickedmeup

somylegscouldbewrappedaroundhiswaist.

Hestoppedkissingmeandlookedstraightinto

myeyes.Lickedhislipswhilehiseyesclosed

andopened.

Thokozani:"Pleasepromisemeyouarenever

leavingmeanymore"

Me:"I'm notgoinganywherebaby"

Thokozani:"NgithembisesthandwaSam,

Ngithembisemama"(Promisememylove)



Me:"Ngyak'thembisababa,IpromiseI'm not

leavingyouandthekids"

Hiseyessoftenedup,helookedatmewithso

muchlove,IswearImelted.

Thokozani:"Ngyak'thandaMaDlamini,Ilove

yousomuch"

Me:"IknowdaddyandIloveyousomuch"

Hegavemebabykissesallovermyfacebefore

comingbacktodevouronmylips,hekissed

melikehislifedependsonthekiss.Heplaced

meontopofthebed,heundressedwithme

watching,mynanaitchingsomuch,yearning

forhishardrockmemberthatjustcameoutof

thepantsspringing.Hecametohim,kissedme



whilegoingdowntakingoffallmyclothes.He

exploredmywholebodywithhistongueand

whenhereachedmycoochie,myjuiceswere

flowinglikeanileriver.Hecameuptokissme

andwhispered"Iloveyouthembalam"

Hetheninsertedhishardmemberonmy

coochie,thepainofbeingavirginfor10years

wasstilltheresowhenhepushedharderI

couldfeelthepainbutashewasslowlymoving,

itfeltbetterandverygood.Heincreasedhis

pace,Iwasscreaminghisname,hissurname,

hisclanname,diggingmynailsonhisback.He

pickedmeup,putmeagainstthewalland

exploredeverycornerthereistomycoochie,

wemovedaroundandeventuallyIfoundmyself

screaminghisnamewhilemybackwasonthe

coldtiledfloor.



Thokozani:"Mmmmm baby....I....ohSh**I'm

fuc***cummin,pleaseholdmelikethatbaby,

ngibambekanjalo"

Iheldhim tight,Iwentfirstandreleasedmy

juices,hefollowedsuit.

Wetookittotheshower,kitchencounter,

balconyandalmosteveryroom thereisinthis

house.Mycakehasneverfeltthewayitfeels

rightnow,Ican'tevenwalkproperly.

Thokozani:"Yinndabawahambanjengedada

muntuwam?Ukwenzeniubaba?"(Whyareyou

walkinglikeaduck?Whatdiddaddydotoyou?)

Ilookedathim andsaid"Mxm"heissoproud.



Thokozani:"Ngizokuphindaphela"

Ilaughed,wewerenowcuddlingonthecouch,

stillnakedjustcoveringourselveswithapolar

fleeceblanket.

Thokozani:"Iscoredababygirlinthere"

Hesaidbrushingmytummy.

Me:"Youarecrazy"

PRESENTDAY.

*NARRATED*



"OhmyGod...OhmyGodThokozanistopit!!!!

MywaterbrokeIam notdyingforcryingout

loud.GetthecarkeysI'llgogetthebagthatI've

alreadypacked.Stopdoingthattu"

Shewasabouttogivebirth,Thokozaniwentto

getthecarkeysandasOyiwasabouttogoget

thebag,shehadavisionthatwasvery

disturbing,shegotdefeatedandsatbackdown

onthecouch.

Thokozani:"Babyare....whyareyousitting

down?"

Oyi:"WehavetodrivetoKZNbabyotherwise

thisbabywon'tmakeit"

Thokozanifrowned.



Thokozani:"What?Whatdoyoumeanbaby?We

won'tmakeittoKZNsthandwasam"

AndthenSimbongilewalkedin.

Simbongile:"Dadyouwillmakeit,mom willonly

givebirthwhenshegetstoyourgrandmother's

house"

Thokozani:"What?Guyswhat'sgoingon?My

wifeisabouttogivebirthandIcan'ttakethat

riskofgoingsofarwithher"

Simbongile:"There'sareasonwhymom carried

for12monthsinsteadof9,Iwasinhertummy

that'showIgotthespiritualgift,your

grandmotherdoesn'twantthisgifttransferred



toyourdaughter,sheisaDlaminiandsheis

supposedtotakeyourgrandmother'sname,

shechosehertoalsotakeherchairatchurch,

thereforeThokozaniissupposedtotakethis

gift,that'showitcanbepreventedfrom going

toNkosazana,hadmom givenbirthin9months,

thegiftwasgoingtobetransferredtoher.This

isacomplicatedandveryraresituationbutthe

solutionnowisthatmom hastogivebirthin

yourgrandmother'shouse,OtsileandIhaveto

getmarriedrightthereasourmarriagewillbe

theendofmyjourneyandthebeginning

Thokozani's"

Thokozanisighed.

Thokozani:"Babyareyousurewecantravel

though?Idon'twannatakeanyrisks"



Oyintando:"I'llbefinebabe"

Shewasgettingsmallcontractionseverynow

andagain.

TheypreparedandtookadrivetoKZN,theyhad

totellthewholeDlaminifamilytobethereas

babyNkosazanawillbedeliveredinGrandma

Nkosazana'shouse.TheycalledSfisoaswell

sothathecouldbethereforSimbongileand

Otsile'sunion,hehastoblessitandalsolethis

ancestorsthathissonisgettingmarried.Itwas

notabigwedding,itwasaweddingthathadto

bedonewhereonlyancestorsandfamilyhasto

beinvolved.

Noonewasleftbehind,Oluandtherestofthe

kidswerethere.



*SIMBONGILE*

4andahalfhourslater.

WearrivedinMbumbuluwheredad's

grandmotherlivedandimmediatelywhenwe

steppedinsidethegatemom'spainsgotmore

andmorepainful,shewassweating,Wefound

anoldladywhoisaprophetwaitingforuswith

therestofthefamilyandmybiologicaldad

waitingforus.

ShesaidtheDlaminiclannamesandledus

insidethehouse,sheaskedGrannyDlamini

(Thokozani'smom)topreparewaterandtowels,

shedidthat.Thewomanexplainedeverything

thathadtobedone,sheaskedmeandOtsileto

stepforwardandsodoesThokozaniJunior.



ShetoldtheancestorsthatI'm takingawife,

askedthem tofreemeandhandthegiftto

ThokozaniJr,ShethenaskedtheKunenefamily

toacceptOtsileasmywife.

Myfatherkneltdownandtoldtheancestors

thatI'm takingawife,askedthem toguideand

guardme.Everythingwasdone,Otsilewasnow

partoftheKunenefamily,weexchangedbeats

thatwereapparentlyreadyandwaitingforthis

day,putthem oneachother'swrists.The

womanthentoldMbathaancestorstonotgive

thegifttotheunbornbabyNkosazana,it

shouldgotoTJ.

Mom wasthenpreparedforbirth,noonewas

toldtogoout,shehadtogivebirthinfrontof

us,



Thewomanencouragedhertopush,she

pushedandpushedandpushedandIcouldsee

dadwassoworried.

Prophet:"Pushanganeyam,usefikile"(Pushmy

child,shehasarrived)

Mom pushedtwomoretimesandtheroom got

filledwithbabycries,itwassuchanemotional

time,dadevenshedtearsashisbeautiful

princesswasborn.

Prophet:"Yourgrandmotherhasbeenreborn

Thokozani,thisisNkosazanaNokukhanya

Dlamini"

EveryoneululatedandIcouldseemom wasso



tired.

ThokozaniJr:"Gogosaysyoushouldwrap

Nkosazanawithherwhiteshawlsheusedto

wearatchurch"

Theprophetsmiledandsaid"Konkekuhambe

kahle,Simbongileuhambolwakhouluhambile

mfanawam,sekalucalilelwakheUThokozani

omcane"(Allwentwell,Simbongileyou've

cometotheendofyourjourney,now

Thokozani'shasstarted)

Shewenttotakethewhiteshawlandwrapped

Nkosazanawithitandhandedherovertomom.

Prophet:"Indeedthat'swhatGogoaskedfor,

herwhiteshawltobewrappedaround



Nkosazana".

Dad:"Mamangyabonga,Idon'tevenknowwhat

tosay.Ifeellikeaman,ungenzileindoda.Let's

getmarriedmama.We'vebeenwaitingforlong"

Mom:"Okaybaba,let'sgetmarriedathome

affairsthenwewillcelebratewithfamilyand

friends"

Dad:"Wecandoitanyhowyou,Ijustwantyou

tobeMrsDlamini"

Theyloveeachotherandthatforusisenough.I

lookedatOtsile,shesmiled.IloveherandI'm

goingtogivehertheweddingofherdreams

whereherfamilycanbethereaswell.



#THE_END

#UNEDITED

#SJ

Thankyoufortheloveandsupportguys,

throughmyinconsistencyandeverythingyou

stillremainedsupportive.IappreciateitandI

loveyousomuch.


