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Iwatchedthem loweringhiscoffindown

tohisgrave,heavenshadfailedmercy,

tearscouldn'tstopburningmyface,my

eyeshadbecomebiggerthantheir

normalsize,redthantheiroriginal

colour,Ifeltsotired,theyokethatIwas

carryingwassoheavy,Iworeblackall

overasamourningwife,God,Idon't

thinkthere'sanotherlifewithouthim,

theloveofmylife,littlebylittlethey

loweredhiscoffin,andaseachlowwent

loweritfeltlikeanarrowbeingpierced



inmyheart,sothisisit,it'sreallyover,

it'sdone,nomoreseeingeachother,no

moredinnerstogether,nomore

laughingtogether.Babeweusedtocry

together,butnowIcryalone,isthisfair

,ifthenwecouldshareallthings

together,whynotsharedeathaswell,?,

asthisthoughtcloudedmymind,

ndakangoerekanandavhizuraruoko

rwaiverwakandibatatryingtocomfort,

nocomfortwaseverenough,no

comfortwoulderasethekindofpain

thatIwasfeeling,nokindofwords

couldmakemefeelBetter,nokindof

song,couldsolaceme,notinthis

situation,ndainyatsozvinzwakutiapart

ofmeisnolongerwithme,andthatI



couldn'thandle,Icouldn'tlivewithit,I

justneededhim toberightherewithme

tocompletemeandtomakemefeel

likeawoman,dearLord,doestheworld

hastobesocruel,ndakamhanyirapa

guvaipapo,hopingtojumpinandbe

buriedwithhim,asoneshovelofsandis

beingthrowntocoverhim somustitbe

withmetoo.

Butthenthesepeople,whobyno

chanceunderstoodmyactions,ranto

grabme,beforeIcouldlaydowntorest



withmylover,theyfought,thatIshould

lethim go,butthatisnotwhatmyheart

wanted,how canIletgo,ofaloveso

strong,handaityakuraranayehopee

dzisingamukwi,aslongaswhereheis

,soam I,ndakachemanekudzanadzana

,fightingtobefreed,ndivigwepamwe

cheteNaye,butthehandsthatheldme

weresostrong,sothenIjustwatched

thosemanwithshovels,counting,one

twothree,untilhewascoveredwith

sandandtherewasnosignofhim ,or

hiscoffineverythingwasburied,hewas

buriedwithapartofme,andGodknows

howdoIgoonfrom here,forIdonot

know,simbachairondaivendisisina,all

thingsbrokeneventheheartitself,just



threedays,threedaysonlydzekutemwa

nemusoroandonthefourthday,he

wasgone,

“musorowanguurikutema"

Hehadsaidafteradayatwork,Ihelped



him takeoffbhachiresuityaive

akapfeka,ndotambirabagravore

laptop,ndichirongedza,

“am sorryhun,havethis,maybe

kunyanyakushanda"

Ndakadarondichivapamvuranema

painblock,asdayspassedby,pasina



changendokuvaendesakuchipatara,

andhewasadmitted,temperature

yatokwirisa,Igotsoworriedkuti

chingavachii,

“Doctorwhat'swrongwithmyhusband

?"

IaskedthedoctorasIgrabbedhim by



hiscoat,andheremovedmyhands

slowly,vachindigarisaPasi

“am sorrymam ,youreallyneedtobe

strong"

"Strongforwhat?What'sgoingon?"



“wedoingallwecan,yourhusbandhas

beenattackedbyaseriousdiseasein

whichthetissuesenclosingthebrain

andspinalcordbecomeinfectedand

swollen,causingsevereheadache,fever

,even........"

“evenwhat?"



Helookeddownandwhispered

“death"

Hanayanguyakabvayarova



“doesthissicknesshaveaname"

Iaskedtryingtobestrong,asi

ndichinzwakutizvirikuramba.



"Yes,meningitis"

NdakaerekanaNdascreamerandthat

startledhim.

“youdoallyoucantosavemyhusband

,youhearme,myhusbandisnotgoing



todie!don'tyoudareallowhim todie,

you'readoctoraren'tyou,?sodowhat

youaretrainedtodo,doctor!"

Ileftthehospital,rushedtomycarand

wept

"LordIhaveservedyou,tithe

ndinobhadharawani,wherehelpis



needed,Idohelp,butthenyouchose

thistohappentomyhusband,haveyour

graceandmercysuddenlyrunout?,are

younottheIAM THATIAM?wouldyou

allowthistohappentome,tous,your

healingisallam askingfor,hamusiimi

makamutsaRazarokuvafi,andnotjust

him ,butmanymore,won'tyouperform

yourmiracleinmyhusband'slifetoo"

NdaisararandichingochemakunaMwari,

threedaysofmyhusbandbeing



admitted,rakaitakungegore,

ndakaramwakurara,ndaibatirwane

hopendichingochemandakagaraPasi,

butthenGoddecidedtotakehim away

from me.AndIbecameabroken

woman.

“Idon'tseethereasonyaungaramba

wakagarirapano,youfailedtogivemy

brotherachild,aheir,justone,don'tyou

thinkit'swiseyougobackwhereveryou

comefrom ,youmayfoolothersbutnot

meMelody,iknowyoukilledmybrother



,andnotjustkillhim buttoinherit

everythingthatheowns,butthen,it

won'tworknow"

"What!"

“pwaaat,yechii,ohplease,getoutof

myfacewithyourcrocodiletears,utore

twakouende,unlessofcourseyoucan



stayforonecondition,"

Thatwasmylatehusband'selder

brother,ndakabvandatarisavamwene

vangu,butshelookedawayzvekusada

kutangwa,



“unlessyoucanbecomemywife"

Hesaid.Ndakasekachikwee

chakavhariraneimbayese,asmyface

turnedredatthesametime,

“you'readisgrace,toyourlatebrother,

andtomanhood,howdareyou,ohwell

wait,secondsagoyouaccusedmeof



killingmyownhusbandsoaren'tyou

scaredthatImightwakeupkillingyou

two.nxaaaa"

BeforeIknewithehadslappedme,

ndaifungakutambauntiltheydragged

meoutofmyhusband'shouse,makey

emotayanguyandaivendatengerwapa

birthdayranguachitorwa.,gedhirichi

nyatsovharwandiripo,



“ifyoudareopenthatgateforthat

womanunondiona,infact,rakobasa

rinobvaratopera"

VakadaroBamukuruscreamingatthe

gateman.

“NamataiMwari,zvichanaka"



Thegatemanwhisperedtomeashe

closedthegate,ndaivendagaranababa

avavachitishandira,vaivemunhu

anonzwisisahavo,foryearsvachiti

shandiranemurumewangu,taingogara

ininahubbytiritwo,Dengaraiverisati

ratikomborerawonemwana,kusvikira

murumewangupakufa,asmuchaswe

lovedeachother,supportedeachother

,theneedofholdingmyownfleshand

blood,wasneeded,asizvaivezvaramba

hazvo,ndakakwirakombindoenda

kumbakwaamaivangu,hupenyu

hwaivehwatotangakundiomera,iwas



stillmourningthedeathofmyhusband

,nowthis,sincedayone,Bamukuru

Trevorvaisawirirananelatehusband

yangu,hisyoungbrotherMusa,

Bamukuruvaisadakushanda,chavaida

kudhakwachete,kanakufungira

hupenyuhwavo,vaingohufungira

mubhodhororedoro,everycenthecould

get,wouldendonalcohol,Musahad

triedsohardkutaurawonavo,and

everytimehedid,wouldresultina

seriousfight,ndakazvizivakutihapana

chimwechavaivevazviitirakundidzinga

pambapangu,butforhim toinheritall

myhusband'smoneyandsquanderit,

howcouldihavekilledmyownhusband,

?Howcouldmybeingbarrenbemy



fault,ndaivendaedzazvosehazvo

zvikaramba,ihadprayeddayandnight

,butnotyetreceivedmyanswer.

"mhamha"

Ndakakandirabagrangupasi



ndichitambirwanaamaivangu,uku

mherendoiridza

......tobecontinued........
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"kowakauyariini?

Mybigsisaskedasshewalkedinmy

mother'shouse,withaFirstLadystep,

chewingabubblegum,aitoratidzakuti

zvakezvirikutomufayira,shewasalso

marriedwithtwokids,Shayneand

Charmaine,howblessedshehadbeen

kuvanevanavake,asforme,my



barrennesshadsuddenlybecamethe

world'sinsultagainstme,ifIhadmy

ownchild,maybethenthispainthatam

feelingwouldn'tbethatmuchpainful,

pamwendaizotiwoaslongmurume

wanguakandisiiraworoparake,a

remembranceofhim,asizvaive

zvaramba,howIsoadmiretoholda

babyinmyhands,thecutenessofother

people'schildren,Irememberbackthen

ndaivendakumbiraCharmainekuti

azogaraneninemurumewanguduring

schoolholidays,ndakamupihwamwana

asiafteroneweek,Marthaaive

atoteveramwana,



"ingazvikorohazvisatizvavhurwawani

Martha,pleaseletherstaywithmefora

while,oncetheschoolisabouttoopen

,shewillreturn"

Ihadpleadedwithmysister



"aihwaaskanamellow,itawouchizvara,

ukanditorerawoiyeyundozodii

,ndinongovewonevaviriini,"

Ndakabvandamudairanemisodzi

pamatamandotizve



"yourwordsareharshmysister,saka

unotindinozviitisahereekusaitavana,I

didnotchoosetobebarren,

ndinotodawovanaufunge,buthowdoI

playGodpakadai,daimwanaaiumbwa

sechidhorindakaumbakare"

"problem yakoMellowwakanyanya

kuvata,ndakakuudza,it'seithertwo

things,sleepwithanothermanuonekuti

ndiweusingazvarihereeormurume

wako,orwoendakun'anga,whoknows

whenitcomestorichpeople,pamwe



akasacrificerhurumehwakekutiave

nehupfumiiwewongochema"

"Martha,get-out-of-my-house,get

outofmyhouse!"

Iscreamedneshungu



"tuhashatusinabasa,uchafa

uchingotevereravanavevamwe

uchikonakumukapaurere"

Ipushedheroutofmyhousendovhara

door,ndakabvandatsamhiradoor

nemusanaandwentdownslowly

ndichinogarapasinemagadziko,asI

mournedsekwafiwa,kusazvarakwangu

kwakaitakutindidadirwekunyangwe



nevepedyo,kutukwanevepedyo,Ifailed

tounderstandhowone'sbarrennesscan

becometheirfault,howcanonechoose

tobebarren.Andohwhatanadvice

kubvakumwanawaamaivangu,pama

adviceeseaiveaonaiyiiriiyothebest

ofthem all,thatIshouldbetraymy

husbandnekuraranemumwemurume

,aihwamwanandaimudahanguasi

kwetenenziraiyi,kokanandaizobata

nhumbuthenwhat,ndochengetsesa

murumewanguroparisirirake,how

doesonesleepatnightafterdoingall

this,ndaisadakuzvisengedzamutoro

wemasecretspandiri,cherodai

murumewanguaisazvara,isn'tittrue

loveisallaboutlovingunconditionally,



cheromumweakavanehuremahwake

youacceptthem thewaytheyareka,

handaizoitazvakadaikana,

ndakazviudzakutikanaMwariaizotipa

mwanaachatipahakenenguvayake,

kanataivetanzitaizofatisinamwana

,zvichingezvadaMwari,itiswell,tothe

othersidemurumewangurudorwake

harunakudzikiranekutipashaikwa

mwana,neitherdidhealsothoughtof

tryingakidwithanotherwoman,makore

akafambapasinakanamwana,hama

dzemurumewodzichitaurawokuti

akaroorangomwa,asizveseizvowe

chosekutyorerazvitandamunzeve,until

oneoftheotherdays,ndakadanwana

vamwenevangukumusha,handina



kuramba,soipackedmybags

ndokuendako,ndakawanakuine

meetingyakamiriraini,bamukuru

Trevorvaitovepowondikashayakutichii

"uchionatakudanaMuroora,takagara

pasisevanhuvakurundokutsvagawo

solutionyekutiiwenemurumewako

Musamuwanemwana"



Ndakabvandanyatsogarisikandoda

kunzwakutiyaivesolutionipiiyoyo

yaizoitakutiinindifarewomuhupenyu

hwangu,ndowanakubataworucheche

mumaokomangu,

"nyayaiyiidikisachaizvo,hamenokuti

seyitisinakuzvionawomakoreeseaya

butzvisineimwanawakuchizomubata

manje,chakagarachirichivanhuchedu

muroorakutimukomakanamunin'ina

akakonakuitamwanaanopindirwane



Mukomawakekanamunin'ina,tati

umboodzewombeuyababamukuru

vakoavaTrevor,roparaTrevornaMusa

rakangofanana,izvizvakanakirakuti

vanengevasirivanavekunzeasivemuno

mumusha,munengemusingadanani,asi

kungoitavanacheteiweuripamurume

wakoMusa,uyeizvihazvifanirwikusvika

munzevedzaMusa,asitinofanazvo

tesetiripano,"

"ndakapindamumushamuno

ndichizviudzakutimuviriwangundewa



MusakwetewaBabamukuruTrevor

,kanaBamukuruvachidakuitavana

aihwangavaitehavomushaukureasi

kweteneni,Hewillnever,Irepeatnever

inhislifeseemynakedness,kanaKuri

kufandisinamwanaizvo

ndinogamuchira"

Ndakapindurandatotsamwaasi

ndichiedzakucontrollermaemotions

angu,howdaretheygathertodiscuss

nyayayekutindirarenabhudhi



vemurumewangunekudamwana

,vakaedzakundinyengereraasi

ndakaitakutsikamadzirochaiko

,traditionmyfoot,Idonotliveunderthe

lawoftraditionini,ndakachizotukirirwa

nenyayayekusadakukudzadzinza

ndonzisakandinindaivengomwa

,handinakuitabasanazvoizvo,

ndakatorabagrangundokudzokera

kumurumewangu,vakamboonana

havashayani,ndakatyakuudzamurume

wangunyayaiyi,fearingitmightcause

havocinthefamily,ndakangoitaasif

hapanachakaipachaivepoasi

zvaindibayapamoyozvandaivendaitwa

nevanhuava,ndakabvandaudzaamai

vangu,shehadsaid,itwasachoicethat



onlyIcanmake,asizvaivezviriwise

kumirirawonguvayaMwarinekutirine

manyangahariputirwe,

"hapanachakamboipaapa,imimhamha

rairaimwanawenyunenzirainozomu

benefitermangwana,iroparimweTrevor

naMusa,whyiweMellowuchidaku

complicaterzvinhuzvisiricomplicated

,vamwenevakovarikutokutipirakuti

uwanekubatamwanawako,akazvarwa

cheroakafanananaTrevorhazvityise



nekutiTrevornaMusavakafanana

,zvikanzimaDNAteststillropa

rinobudarichingotivanaVaMusa,for

thesetwoarebloodbrothers,saka

chinotyisachiiipapa,"

"sharkanauchidakunoitiraTrevor

mwanaendaiwewe"



Ndakadarondoonekamhamha

"uchafauringomwashamwari

nekahunhukako"

AkadaroMarthaasihandina



kumupindura,Idrovetomyhouse

,crossingaredrobot,nepfungwadzaive

kure,dzaitovewonyashadzaMwari

kusaitaaccident,Ineededmysisternot

toaddsaltinmywoundsbuttoofferme

ashouldertoleanasizvaitovavice

versa,asihazvinakuitakutindiite

zvaisadamoyowangu,INImwana

ndaizoitanaMusachete,asizvaive

zvarambahazvountilmyhusband's

suddenillnessanddeath,rakavazuva

raiverakamirirahamadzemurume

wangu,kundidzingasembwa,andagain

Ichosekudzingwasembwapanekuita

mukadziwaBamukuruTrevor,andhere

Iam backinmymother'shousefacing

mysisterMartha,



"aweekago"

Ndakadairamubvunzowakewekuti

ndaivendauyariinikunamhamha.



"watoveneweekuripano,kosei,kumba

kwakowasiyanani?"

"ahhkohaachabvumidzwikuuyapano

hereeMartha"



Vakadairamhamha

"aihwandirikutobvunzawo,week

ranyanyaka,apakumbakwakekusina

munhu,handinakumboonamotayako

panzeiripiko,makufambawo

makagarawofour,foursesumu

makombi"



"Sisplease"

Irespondedndisingadizvekutaura

,paakazoudzwanamhamha,whathad

reallytranspiredshestartledmeby

saying.



"MelodyuriBenziwanzwa,handina

kukuudzakutifambafambauwanekuita

mwana,ndikakutiitacherowepanext

dooriweukaramba,ukapihwaTrevor

ndokurambazve,wellmazvokuda

aya,youdon'thavetoblameanyonebut

yourself,nhasiwavepi,awidowwith

zerocentasimurumeaivenemari

,aihwandezvenyuizvoamaimwana

,nhamohaisatiyakusvuurai

,ichakusvinudzasedembamupfana

,izvezviunotidaiuinemwana

wadzingwaheree,apaworambaTrevor

,what'sthedifferencebetweenTrevor

andMusa,vesevarumewani,theonly

differenceis,wakoMusaakafane



chiwetichinemvuradzega,"

Ndakaerekanandamupaadoubleclap

,ndonhongavastraivepatable,zvekuti

daivasirimhamhandakaripunzira

mumusoromake,akabvaati



"aslongmwanawenyuaripanoamai

,hapanagroceryrichauyapano"
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Ndaivendogarandakazvivhariramumba

ndichingochema,chikafuchaicho

chairambakudzikaandIgrewthinby

day,howIwishedifMusahadnotexited

thisworld,Ireallyneededhisshoulder

toleanon,Ihadsurvivedallthesepast

yearsnerudorwaivapakatipedu,zvese

zvaitiwirawewouldfacetogetherbut

nowIcan'thelpbutfeelalone,andinlife

whenonehasasister,youwouldthink

theyhadfoundtheirbestfriendbefore

anyotherfriendbutIguessit'sallwrong

whenitcomestomeandMartha,ifonly

sheknewhowmuchIneedthoseclose

onestostandbymeatthismoment

haaimbonditsvinyiraachidaro,

chaaionachakakoshamarichete,not



myhappiness,hwaizovahupenyuheree

hwekutindirikudyachesechandada,

wearingzvesezvandada,drivinga

sportscar,butwithnohappinessinMe,

howdoesoneenjoypakadaro,apandiri

mumarriagenaBamukuruTrevor

vandaisada,kutofugajirawithamanI

havenofeelingsfor,justforthesakeof

money,Marthahaaimbozvionazvese

izvi,chaaingoonacheteibagremari,

zvakandiremerakuzviisamusituation

yakadaro,myheartwantedtoloveand

beloved,andtheonlymanIhadlovedis

myhusbandMusa,Icouldn'tjustmove

on,somethinginmerefusedtomoveon

,evenwithanyotherman,Istillfelt

connectedtomyhusband,likehewas



closeeventhoughinafarawayland

thatIcouldnotreach,zvevamwe

varumendaitonzwakusemeswanazvo

,apabamukuruvachoisthesameman

whohadthrownmeoutofmyhouse

andtookovereverythingthatIandmy

husbandowned,accusedmeofkilling

mylatehusband,nekuvatadzirakukudza

dzinza,apanehunhuhwavo

hwekungodhakwavachidyamarilike

tomorrowwillnevercome,ndochiti

murumekumunhuakadaro,thesame

manwhowasreadytosleepwithme

notmindingthatam hisyoungbrother's

wife,hidingbehindthecurtainsofaso

calledtradition,zvakandinetsakutisaka

kanavanhuavavarireadykuitaziku



secretrakadaro,whatmorearethey

capableof,kutoitavananabamukuru

,mhuriyeseichizivakutihaisimbeuya

Musa,vachitoonazvirirightstereki,

ukuwoMarthaaitozvisupporternekuda

mari,regaikwakanzitheloveofmoney

istherootofallevil,shebeingthetype

ofsupportingsuchimmoralactaslong

zvichiunzamari,Iwasn'tthatmuch

surprisedthough,nekutihunhu

hwemwanawaamaivangundaive

ndambohuonahereandtheretichikura

,Irememberwhenwewereinhigh

school,motayakauyandokumira

pamberipedurinozimutumbaremota

,rayiitakunhuwiriramari,ndakaona

mwanawaamaivanguomisachipfuva



nechivakashure,ndikashamamuromo,

Driverwemotaiyathenloweredhis

windowandsaid

"heyladiescareforaride"

"yaasure"



Marthaakabvaabvumiramudenganot

mindingthisstranger,notmindingthe

chancesofbeingkidnappedne

kuchekereswa,ukuaiveonyemwerera

zvekusvikakugotsi,ndakabva

ndamudhonzaruokokutiasapinda

mumotaiya,iyendokundivhizura



"chiikowoneweMellowhausikuona

kutikumbakurehendeapa,tatowanaa

goodSamaritan,wodakukavira

makomborerokure"

"Imeannoharm trustme"

Addedthestranger,apaaitoonekakuti

ndivanobabavangavanemhuri,

ndakabvandapindakubackseatfeeling



uncomfortable,apavangusisi

ndokumhanyirakufrontseatsamadam

bosssekunonzikubackseatkwaive

kwazara,ndakangotindezvemeso

,muromochinyarara,apaaive

ongoshanyarikasemunhuarikubaiwa

baiwakumagadziko,complimentingthe

strangerscar,ndakatitavaafewhouse

from ouryardndakabvandati.

"eerpleaseSirthankyoutasvika

,tisiyeiwopano"



"youcancallmeJimmy"

Hesaidomisamota,apauonemunhu

wachoarikudakunziJimmyisold

enoughtobemyfather,ndakabvandati



"okayVaJimmy"

ndonomirakwakadaro,Martha

akaburukaachiratidzakubhohekana,

ndokuvharadoor,okotamirapawindow

,hamenozvaaitauranaVaJimmyava,

butmyeyeswerewideenoughtosee

him givingherhiscontactcard,that's

whenIsawaringonhisfinger,ndikati



nechemumoyo

"shameonyouVaJimmyorwhatever

youcallyourself"

"kocardrakeunoridiinhaiMartha?"



"unlikeyou.Imighthavehitajackpot

littlesis,whoknowsthatfrontseat

mightbeminepermanently"

ShesaidwavingVaJimmy'sbusiness

cardintheair



"wellyoucametoolate"

Ndakadaro

"meaning?"



"meaningyouwereblindenoughnotto

seethatsomeonealreadyputaringon

thatsirbae'sfinger,"

"nxaaahanyanani,anechislipheree

kutimurumewemunhu"



"ringiyoyondichochislip"

"zveseboehandisikudamukadziwake

"



"areyouforreal,zimdarareseiro,"

"Idon'tgoforblazerboyslilsis"

"butforsirbae,sekurubae,orMrbae,

valueyourselfthisisnotworthit"



"blablabla,godocheterekuti

unonyengwanezvikomanazvichiri

kutengerwaunderwear"

Handinakudakukavadzananayeini,

andforsureaiveotomhanyanauncle

baevake,untilmusiwatazobva

kuchikorondokumirirwaneimwemota

zveasiinematintedwindows,yakaridza



hooter,Marthawekudazvinhu

ndokuendako,inindikatibodo,better

ndiroveroadnetsokadzangu,akati

achisvikapamotaiyaDoorrichivhurwa

neunomukadzimutsvukuaive

achinhuwamari,ukuakabatabelt

mumawoko,mwanaakarohwaiyeye,

mukadziuyaachingoti

"handipunzirwimushanemwana

akaitasewe,busykuteedzana

nevarumevevanhuzvechikorotsvee,"



Neakazotorawovideoachikandapa

Facebook,shashandokuitaoneweek

isingaendikuchikoroichirwaranhema

,zvikatombotiperei,zvekutinekamuitiro

akashewasfortunateenough

kuzoroorwawooitawovanavake,

nekuitawoamai,buttheninhermaive

muchineacertaincharacterthatInever

liked.ndakatikutambazvekutimunhu

haachaaunzimagrocerypamba,ndaive

ndangotiwokutaurakwekutsamwabut

comemonthend,yakavazero,zero,apa

amaivaivevakurazvekusashandaasi

zvekuchengetwanevanavavo,baba



vanguhadlongdiedndokutisiyana

amaiandmysisterandtwobrothers

TeddynaSam ,ndakabvandafonera

MukomaTeddy,

"brotherpleasekumbahakunakumira

mushe,ndokumbirawomutumirechero

marishomahayotibatsirike"



AndTeddyhadresponded

"kumbakwaani?Ubatsirikeiwenani?"

"namhamha"



"kananzaraichingeyakukuzvuraenda

kuhamadzemurumewako,usiyekutipa

mutorousinabasa,Tinamaione,kwete

two,urimukadzimukuruiwe,andyou

knowmamiriroenyika,insteadofyou

kutobatirirapamukotowemari,ndipo

paunoudadira,handidizvekunetswa

nemunhuasingafungi'



Fonyakabvayatidudududu,uku

misodziyoyererapamatama,

ndakaedzakufoneraSam ndokunzwa

"pleaserechargebeforeattemptingany

othercall"



Haanhamohaibvipaneimwe

,ndakaedzakutumiramapleasecallme

asihapanaakapindura

"Amaindakungoteterekanenyika

chisaraimukwanisekuzotumirwa

chikafunevanavenyu,musazvinetse

Mwariachandichengetaamai

."



"Melody "

"musachemeamaichindiregedzai

ndiendehamungafinenzaranekuda

kwangu "
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Ndaivendapekabagrangurehembekuti



ndibvepambapaamaivangu,yes

ndaivendichirwadziwabuthandaida

kuonaamaivanguvachitamburawo

zvekushayachekudyachaikonekuda

kwangu,Iknewverywellshewouldnot

complain,vaizongoshingirirakufa

nenzaraneni,urimoyowekuberekaasi

ndakazviramba,amaivangundaivada

nemoyowanguwese,evenmybrothers

TeddyandSam ,kunyangwenaMartha

,buthowtheyhadturnedagainstme,in

thisdifficultmomentcameasashock

tome,thesameTeddy,whom Ihadpaid

forhisdriverslicensekutiazowanebasa

rekudriverpacompanyyaishanda,

handinamwanawaamaivangu

wandakarasawhentheywereinneed,



kunyangwepandaitoramwanawasisi

vanguCharmaine.Iwouldmakesure

ndatengazvesezvaaidazvechikoroand

spoilherrottenlikemyown,NaShayne

handaimbomukangwana,fortomethey

werealsomykidska.Ndaivendati

kunyangwehazvozvainditoreranguva

refukuzvaraatleastGodhasblessedus

naShayneandCharmaine,ablessing

inouyanenzirayehamayakoino

benefiterteseka,forwhenyoucelebrate

youcelebratetogether,panochemwa

,mochemamese.That'showIbelieved

familytobeasindaizvinyepera

,vekwanguvaivevandifuratira

,vondibatanekuserikweruoko,theyhad

allgangedupagainstme,kusarakwa



amaivangu,butthenamaihapanawo

zvizhinjizvavaikwanisakuitaka,

ndakashuvirakutipamwedaibaba

vanguvarivapenyumaybethenI

wouldn'tbegoingthroughwhatam

goingthrough,Asikaeverythinghappens

forareason,vamwewovachiti,Mwari

havakupimutorounokukurira,asiuyu

waiveuchindiremera.ThoughIchoseto

carrymyburdenalonenotdraggingmy

mothermazviri,shehadgrowoldand

neededapeaceofmind,soIchose

kuteterekanenyika,hameno

kwandaizogumakanakwandaizomukira

,aslongmoyowanguuchizivakuti

AMAIiswellfed,shehadcriedholding

myhand,vachindidhonzerabag,



"mwananguhandingakurasinekuda

kwekuguta,kanairinzarazvirinani

ndifenayoasiuripano,ndokurasa

nekudakwedumbuhereemwanangu"

Vakadarovachichema



"AMAImusaitekutimoyowangu

unyanyekurwadziwanemisodziyenyu,

hamusikundirasa,asindinofanirwa

kumiraMirasemunhukadzi,

ndinosvikepikondakagarapano

,ndikagarapanohazvinachichachinja

,regaindimbosimukandimbofamba

,pamwemukusimukamunezvinochinja

,pamwemukufambaumupane

zvingachinja,Ihaveabrokenheartnota

brokenbody,I'llsurelysurvive

,musandityira,ndichadzokandokuonai"



KwaivekutaurakwehushingithoughI

wasn'tsureifI'llsurvive,kwaivekutaura

kwekutiAmaivasarwadziwakana

kukwiraBp,asitruthisIwasscared,

handaizivakwandaizonanga,uyekuti

ramangwanaraizoedzandiripayichaipo

,thiswasnodifferentasinwalkingin

darknesshopingtoseethelight,



Ndakabvisamaokoamaivangupandiri,

ndokusengabagrangundofamba

ndoenda,handaidakucheukanekuti

ndaizivakutishewasstillstanding

whereIleftherwithtearsonhercheeks

,andthatsight,isonevisionthatcan't

beerasedeasily.ndakafambasemunhu

aiitaseanekwaanozivaizvokwani,

ndaingotevedzaroadzvangu,ndakati

ndasvikapamagrocershop

,ndokubuditsaFonyangu,ndokuibvisa

sim card,ndotevedzerazvaivezvauya

mupfungwadzangu,ndakatanga

kutengesaFonyangu,ndokuzotorwa

neumwedriverweCombi,ndakabva

ndasungiriramariyangu,ndokukwira

Combindakanangamutownchaimo.



Ndakatangandichigagodzapama

shopsakasiyanasiyanandichitsvaga

basa,asibasarikatiwakandinzwanani

kusvikirazuvaravira,ndakachitanga

kufungakutindochirarepizvino,

dzimwepfungwandokunditi

"asiunozvitambudzireichaikoMellow,

munhuanokwanisakuraramahupenyu

hwakanaka,driveacarandliveina

luxurioushouse,ifonlyukangobvuma

Trevorchete,simpleasthat"



Ndakangokwanisakuti

"getawayfrom meSatan"

Speakingoutloudzvekutimumwe



mukomanaaidarikaakacheukandokuti

"mukurevainihereesister?"

",no,sorry,handisikurevaimi,

ndangoerekanandataura"



Helookedatmesengendaivendarasa

njereandwalkedaway,ndakabva

ndaendapamudhuriwepowersales

ndokunogarandaivendaneta

nekufamba,ndakazororakudarozuva

harinakuvanehanyanekutihandaiva

nepekurara,rakatonyurazvarosareini

facingthestreets,ndakatindakagara

ndakadarondokungouyamumwemu

streetkidndiyedzvamubagrangu

,ndakasarandosheedzeraforhelp,uku

ndodzanadzananekuchemaatoenda,

akabvaateverwanemumweMukomana

achimumhanyisathoughhefailed



kumubata,akabvaadzokapandaiva

ndokuti

"urikumbotsvageipano,kumba

haukuzivi,munhuwemukadziatthis

hour,hauzvizivikutiyavanguva

yematsotsoino,"



ndakangopinduranemisodzi

"zvemunhuanochemazvisinabasa

ndizvozvandisingadi,chochemedza

ipapachii"

Iwipedmytearsndokumuti



"kanamisodziyanguichikusembura

whyareyoustillhere,?You'reheartless

"

"Iverywellknowthat"



Ndakabvandaridzatsamwandokugara

pasi,theworldwasindeedfullofevil

people.

"andthen,urikugarireiipapo?"

"areyoutheownerofthisplace,ifsoI

canstillfindanotherplace"



"Todowhat?uchikonakuendakumba"

"learntomindyourownbusiness,just

leavemealoneplease,Idon'thavethe

strengthforthis"



Ndaitikurwadzirwabagrangu,uku

pekurarahandina,jirarachohandina.

,munhuotouyakuzondinetsa,Ineeded

nomoreofthesekindofcharacters

,akarambaakamiraipapoforawhile,

akapetamaoko,oti,

"what'syourstory?"



"whatisyours?"

"listenndinekwandirikumhanyiraso

stopplayinggameswithme"



"handinakukudanapano,handinazve

kublockernzirayekwaurikuendainfact

youaretheonefailingtomindyourown

hokoso"

"myownwhat?,simukaipapo"

Ndakabvandatarisadivizvangu



"iwesimukaapo"

Inizii,ndakazongokanukazvava

zvibhakera,kunodaiwanikearikurovana

nevamwevakomanatwo,ndaive

ndavaonavachiuyakwataivaasi

ndaingotivanhuwovarikudarika

,ndakasimukandotikwatinemadziro



ndoitakubvundanekutya,akavarova

vakomanavayaasivaive

vamubvarurawopanoneapo,kusvikira

vatiza,

"youseewhatyou'vecausedme"



Hesaidwipingawaybloodonhismouth

"what,ndivananivanhuavo

mamuchirwirei?"

"wheredoyoucomefrom ,asiwabva

kumapuraziusingazivithedangersof



thestreets?kasirakufambatiendeuko.

Usatiwandikonzereserafuti"

"aahndichiendepinewe"

Akabvaaridzatsamwandokundi

mhitsuraondiisapamapfudze,Itried



screaming,ndichimurovarovaasi

akarambaakandimhetsurazvechisimba,

ndokusvikapamotayered

,achindikandirakubackseat,andthe

doorslockedmotaichivhetemutswa

zvemufirimuchaimo,
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*CHAPTER5*

Withnofon,howIwouldIalertthe



policethatIhavebeenkidnapped,chero

amaivanguchaivondaivaudzaseikuti

hupenyuhwemwanawavowaivehwava

pakaoma,inihandaizivaifsomehow

Godwasbusytospotthedarkness

uponmylife,forthereseemedtobeno

lightaroundmeandIfeltutterly

desolateanddeepinsideIyearnedfor

helpandchange,murumeaiveashaika

despitekunamatakwesekwandaive

ndaita,hamadzikandirasainmydarkest

moment,fonndikatengesanekudakwe

situation,bagrehembendokubiwa

nevagoniandnowam kidnapped

,everywhereIhadscreamedforhelp,

helpseemedtobeinafarawayland,

ndakashaiwakutiwangumunyama



rudzii,orifIweresomehowcursed,

ndakazvibvunzakutiifIam cursedthen

theonewhocursedmewasn'tadistant

relativeyaBa'lakinthebookof

Numbers,asihamayepedyochaiyo,who

hadwokenupwantingtocurseIsrael

becauseitwasblessed.AsikaMwari

zvaaivearwiravanhuvakewani,ko

dzanguwoHondoairegereikokundirwira

,dzanguwoHondoAisadzionawoheree?

,Ifeltsoaloneinthisworld,kwekutizira

chaikondaivendisina,wekuudza

zvinondinetsandakashaya,forallthoseI

heardsharedmysorrowwithhad

showednomercy,chandaingounzwa

kuitazvaisadamoyowangu,kuita

zvaisafadzamoyowangu,wasn'tI



entitledtosomelittlebitofhappinessin

mylife,ndinindaivendatadzeikunzi

raramahupenyuhusinamufaro,allI

neededisonethingandonethingonly

,peaceinme,iyeMweyamunyaradzi

aiveafuratiraheree,?orwashebusy

kunyaradzawovamwe,?kutikuneaive

anemarwadzoseanguayaheree,?

ndakachemakusvikandazvirega,and

themanonthesteeringwheelhaana

kanakumboitahanyanazvo,hehad

somekindofnastyattitude,my

screamsandtearsseemedtobea

sweetmelodyinhisears,aroundme

werejustevilpeople,howdoesonenot

bemovedbysomebody'stears,isn't

cryingasignofpain,thatoneisreally



hurt,couldn'thereadthepaininmyeyes

andhavesomekindofcompassion,I

questionedifangelsreallyexistnekuti

ndakashayakanangirozitsvenepedyo

neni,buttheangelsofdarkness,

ndakavanekusuruvarakukuru

ndichifungahowmymotherwouldhave

athousandsleeplessnightnotknowing

whereIam ,ndakangoerekana

ndabvotomokandoti

"uchingewandiurayapleaseallowmy

mothertoburyme,vaonewomutumbi



wangukekupedzisira,ndizororewo

murugare"

Helookedatmethroughthereview

mirror,andjustlookedawaywithouta

comment,Didthedeviljustgavemea

ridetohell?,Iwondered,wedrovein

silence,ndatozviudzakutiayandiwo

magumoehupenyuhwangu,umwe

moyoukanditi*kusirikufandekupi,

zvakangofananaforIam nodifferent

thanazombie*hapanachaiendeka

muhupenyuhwangumaybethisAngel



ofdarknessismysaviorjustbykilling

mendotozororazvangu,ingamumwe

muimbiakaimbawaniakatihatina

mushapanyika,betterkuendakuZion

ikoko,maybethiswasawayofGod

answering,yekundizorodzapanenhamo

dzepasirino,cherondaizorambarufu

,ndaizoraramiramarwadzoakadai

heree.?PamweMwariaiveatozviona

kutibetterndizorore,asindaivendongo

chemanerekuti,ifnotformetobealive

andhappyinthisworldthenletmy

motherburyme,Iclosedmyeyes

ndokotsiramutsimeremisodziyandaive

ndachema,ndaivendisisatye,somehow

ndaivendonzwatheneed

yekugamuchirazorororaiuyanerufu,



ndakatangakurotandirimuroadyaive

nemazitombondaiitindikatsikarimwe

pandinoridarikandaituramafemo

chaiwo,kunzwakutindashandachaiko,

ndakazvibvunzakuhopeeuku.Kutisaka

ndaizosvikahereekwandaienda

nemazitomboayaaivemunzirayanda

iva,drainingmywholeenergy

,ndakapukutadikitaraiveroyerera

kumesokwangundotarisazvaivemberi

kwaivenenzirayaiveyetaraiinemazi

mitikumativianoanemashizhaegreen

,Ismiledndokuti



"Whatabeautifulworld"

Butthenthebeautifulworldseemedto

beunreachable,IfeltlikeIwasina

journeyofathousandmiles,

hakwaisvikika,ndakatombogara

padombondoyevazvaivemberiuko,

AsikandakashuviraKutidaindaiveshiri

,ndaibhururukandoendakunyikaiyo,



"ladygetoutofmycar"

Iwasstartledneinzwirakadaro,

ndakapukutamazisoangundotarisisa

nekuedzakunzwisisakwandaive.



"haveyousuddenlybecomedeaf,buda

mumotamanguiwe,"

Hesaiddraggingmeoutofhiscar,uyu

mwanawaSatanuyukoaive

andimutsireiko,ndakatarisakwandaive

ndaunzwa,thenIrealizedIwasstillalive

,



"onlyamatteroftime"

Iwhispered

"wambogezaiwe,yousmelllikea

rottendustbin"



Hesaidlettinggoofmyhand,handina

kuitahanyanazvo,Iworeapassive

expressiononmyface,chandaidakufa

chete,kokufakunebasarei

nekunhuwirira,ndaizongokandwa

muvhuwaniuyendichizobudahonye

,zvekugezanekunhuwiriraraivebasa

reavovaivevachirikudanezvenyikaino

,notme,Iwasnowfacingthefaceof

deathandthat'sallthatmattered.



"followme,andpleasedon'tmakeany

noise,Idon'twanttorepeatmyself

,nyararakungechitunha"

"Verywell"



Iresponded

"Isaidshutup!"

Akadarowithafacethatmeant

businessandthistimeIjustnoddedmy

headinagreement,



"Iwalk,youfollowsimple"

Headdedndikangotiehoi

nechemumoyo,ukumazisoangu

achimhanyamhanyakutarisanzvimbo,

ndakaonajurahall,yaiveyakarebesa

zvekutiwaisaonazviripanzeapa

pamusoroiineelectricfence

,ndakatarisakumashurendokuona



gedhiraiverakarebawouyerisingaonesi

zviripanzeapaPainemuguard,uyoaito

tyisakutarisakaviriwithhisrhinoface

andbigmuscles,ndakateverakwacho

kwaivekwakanangatsokadzemunhu

uyu,kwaivekuserikwerinozimba

akasvikandokuvhuradoorremuboysky

umu,andsignalledmekutindipinde

,handinakuramba,IdidasIwastold,

ndakangozvitikanaachifungakuti

ndichirikutyakufa,hegotitallwrong

,iyendiyeaiveotondinonokera,Iwanted

ustogettoit,andbedone,chandaisada

islowdeath,ndaingodazvirifast

chaizvo,forIdidn'twanttofeelany

morepain,enoughwithpain,ndaive

ndodakunosangananababavangu



nyakubereka,ndovaudzawokutibaba

ndateverapasiharinakunaka,ndaidawo

kuonawochisochemurumewangu

Musa,onemoretime,ndomuudzakuti

babeIcouldn'tsurvivetheworldalone,

soyesIwasreadyandbehindtime,forI

fearedthatonemoretimeonearth

,mightbeoneaddedpaininmylife,

akabvaabudandokusiyaavharadoor

,asinakutaurakutiarikuendepi.

Ndakangotipamweaiveaendakunotora

zvombozvakezvekundipfuudzisanazvo

,andjudgingbythelookofthings

pamwendaidakutovhiyiwakutimunhu

aitemari,asindaingodakutizviitike

nenguvapfupisa,Itookthatmoment

anddidmypastprayer



*DearLordJesus,*

*it'smeagain,fatherhearmylastprayer

,forwhenIdie,Iwon'tbeabletopray

again,myboneswon'tbeabletospeak,

hearmeasIam stillabletopray,please

,allowamother,mymothertofindmy

body,asIcometoaworldofnoreturn

andaworldshecan'treachnow,allow

hertoburyme,pleaseLord,andgrant



herstrengthtoovercomethis*

*Amen*

"Amen"



Ndakanzwainzwirakadairakumashure

kwangundikamhanyakusimuka

pandaivendakagwadama

"am sorry,Iwon'tspeakaga........"



IapologizedknowingI'vebrokenthe

silencerule,akabvaangokandazvaive

mumaokoakepahuropangu

ndichino...............

*ANDTHESTORY

CONTINUES..................*
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CHAPTER6



*MARTHA*

Ihatedthefactthatshewantedto

appearbetterthantherestofus,Ihated

thefactthatonlygoodthingswould

comeherway,Ihatedthatsince

childhoodshewasmyfather'snumber

oneprincess,Ihatedthatshewas

alwaystheperfectoneandeveryone

congratulatedher,everyonenoticedher



thanme,shedidn'tfighttobe

recognizedlikeme.Thingsjust

happenedlikeshewasbornfavoured

,wasInotalsoahumanbeing,wasI

notalsomyfather'sprincess,whatdid

heseeinherthathecouldn'tseeinme,

everywhere,shewasalwaysthecenter

ofattraction,andIalwaysremainedat

thebackseat,Ihatedhermoments,I

hatedallofit,whenourfatherdiedI

thoughtitwasdone,nomorenumber

oneprincessbutwhatdidIknow,she

stillacquiredgoodthings,agood

husband,anicehouse,abeautifulcar,a

goodlife,andwhatdidIget,amanwith

notevenabicycle,amanwithnothing

much,butthenwhatdoyouknow,Ms



perfectcouldn'tconceive,andIhad

whatshedidn'thave,kids,thatwasmy

momenttoshine,andIknewthenthat

marriageyaidadanayowouldsuddenly

turnsower,whichman?Tellmewhich

manwhowouldn'twantachildofhis

own,ndakaonamakorezvoongouya

achidarikaasipasinazhowezhoweye

mwana,andIwondered,wasitbecause

thismanwasbarren,Ineededtofind

outonmyown,forIknewMellow

wouldn'tgiveoutsuchinformation,she

beingthetype'ndoudzaMwarizvanetsa

moyowangu'butthenHerGodfailedto

giveherchildren



"Haveyoueverhadachildbamunini?"

IaskedMusa,



Helookedatmeforawhile,andclosed

hislaptopyaivebusynayo,

"amaiguru,meandmywifehatisati

tavanevanaandam sureyouknow"



"Iknow,butmyquestionismune

mwanakunzeheree?"

"no,areyouassumingthatIcancheat

onmywifebecausehatinamwana"

"notcheat,butfindasolutiontoyour

problem "



"how?"

Ndakabvandadhashararamakumbo

angundomuratidzamucherowapekati

uyowaiveunechivharangozichaivene

Ziburipamberipeseapa,alingeriethat

Ihadboughtdesignedthatway,wanike

mucherowepakatiwakaitakuveurwa

sezudaremwanawemupositori



,zvinzevezvakaitakuremberase

rhekeni,ifmelodycouldfailtogivea

manlikeMusaachild,thenIcanka

,chandaidakuitiraMusamwanaand

thatwouldmeanonethingonly,access

tohisbankaccount,Hechockedatthe

sightofmyshavednunu,Ismileduku

ndowedzerakunyatsovhuriragumbo,he

stoodupndokutangakufambaachiuya

kwandirindikatihenarowadyiraiwe,

ndakatangakutambisamazamuangu,

andtheTiger'seyesbecamered,ndikati

comeonTigeram allyours,akatiasvika

pandirindokundibatacollaryetopyangu

,zvekutiNdakanzwakutindadzipwa,

ndakavhuramazisoangutothefullest

failingtounderstandwhatMusawas



doing,akabvaatinesimbarakerese

kundipushirakudoorzvekuti

ndakanoroverapadoor,

"Outofmyhouse,cheroimbwa,imbwa

chaiyoirinanipanewe,getoutofmy

yard,unoitirachihurechakomustreet

,whatashame,murumeakakuroora

,ndiyeakaroorachamberyemukadzi"



"hausimurumeiwewanzwaMusa,

ndaifungakutiurimurume,zvooneka

kutihauzvariimbwayemunhu,hurume

huzeremvura,uselessman,"

Ndakamutukiriraukundabatablouse

rangurangaradambukamabutton.

Anotherproblem ndaizotiiikunababa



Charmainehembeyadambukandichiitei

,IwassodisappointedinMusa,this

wasgoingtobeawin,winsituation,I

didn'tunderstandhowstupidhecould

be,notseeingitthatway,yesmwana

ndaizongotindewemurumewanguka,

andonlymeandMusawouldknowkuti

mwanawake,chakekwaive

kungochengetaINInemwana,zvega

izvozvo,ndakagaramazuvaakati

wandeiwithoutsteppingmyfootpamba

apa,ndakazotirimwezuvandokuenda

paapp



hie

Igreetedhim butittickedblue,munhu

nokuresponder,ndakabvandatyper

zvekare

unengewakadyiswakanandoti



kupatahameno,chandaingodakukupa

mwanaKutiuvemurumepavarume,and

thesecretwilldiewithusbutIseeyour

foolishnesshavemadeyouchoosea

barrenlife,kushayawowakoanodanwa

nemutupowako,uchafaurijaya,andif

youdareexposeme,I'lltelltheworld

youwantedtorapeme.Forcingmekuti

ndikuitiremwananxaaa."

Messagewasdeliveredandhereadit

,butrespondedbyblockingmendikati

hanyanani,am surehediedwiththis



secret,nekutiMellowneverconfronted

meandhediedasinakanakamwana

zvako,beforehisdeathndaive

ndambonyeurirawoMelodykutiiwe

chiitawomwanakusideiyendokutsika

madziro,AndGodknowsdaiakabvuma

cheteaimukaavamustreetnekamwana

kakehuspecialhwesehwapera,I

wantedtoreduceherspeciallifeto

nothing,Cherohazvoithadnotworked

tomyplans,zvachozvandaishuvira

zvakamukazvakaitika,husbanddead

,munhuodzingwasembwa,saremai

nhiyamurinyena,Istoppedkuendesa

magrocerykunamhamhaafter

aonererwanekundirova,doyouthinkdai

ndiriinindairambaTrevor,ndichiziva



kutimariinengeichibuda,ndakabva

ndatofoneraSam naTeddy,ndovaudza

kutimwanawababavavoaiveaunza

nhamomumusha,nekuvaonesakutiif

shehadremainedinthefamilyyekwana

Musataizobenefiterwosemhurika

,nemamiroaiveaitanyika,Kanaarisa

Trevorakaitakutsigirapointyangu

mudenga,ndakatozoendakondokuwana

shashaichinziyakatamamusha,ndikati

haisatiyamusvuuranzara,achadzoka

oendakunaTrevorthatisifit'snottoo

late,chikafundaivendoendesakuna

mhamha,butyoucouldseekutivaive

nezvinovanetsahandinakudakubvunza

forIknewinyayayeMelody,apanyaya

dzaivedzavashoma,thegoldengirl's



absencedidn'ttreatherwellndakangoti

nechemumoyo,muchajairahenyuamai,

IneedyoutotransferafewUS

dollarsinmyaccount"

Ndakadarondiripafonandthevoiceto

theothersiderespondedwitha



Martha,mariyandakakutumira

wakatopedzakare,?

youdon'thavetomonitormadyiro

andinoitashareyemariyangujustasI

don'tmonitorhowyouspendyours,

we'reateam remember"



"howmuch"

."enough"

Ndakabvandatodropperfon,



chandaizivandechekutimariyaizopinda

muaccountmanguwithinsome

minutes,ndaivendochiraramaa

relaxed,peacefullife,ofnothavingto

fighttobenoticed,zvaivezvongozviita

zvega,hupenyuhwemarisengekudada.

"thesedaysunogarauchingotenga

zvinhuzvitsvanemariyandinozivakuti

handinakukupaamaiCharmaine,care

totellmekutimaridzakouri

kudziwanepi"



VakadaroBaCharmaine

"maridzababavangudzakabuda

dzekubasa,therewerecomplications

dzikadelayer,unongozivawosituation

yemunomuzim ,sothisispartofmy

inheritancebabaCharmaine"



"koseiusinakundiudzapeseapa"

"aahBaCharmaine,zvandirikuto

kuudzaiwani,bvunzaimhamhakana

muchidaka,andit'snotlikeyakabuda

was,besidesdoIhavetodiscusspart

ofmyinheritancewithyou?"



"AihwakabutIhavetoknowkutimari

irikupindairikubvepi,"

"okayndakuudzai,youcanconfirm

namhamhaifyouwant"



AndIknewthereisnowayyaizojairira

amaivanguormabrothersangu

kuvabvunzanezvemaridzababa

Vangu.

*ANDTHESTORY

CONTINUES.................*
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CHAPTER7



*MELLOW*

NowI'vecometorealisehowmany

peoplesufferandwhy,somearenot

meanttosuffernenzirayakadarojustas

Ihadsuffered,Ihavecometobelieve

thescripturethatsays*thethiefcomes

tostealandtodestroy*,manyour



beautifulkindofliveshavebeenstolen

,destroyed,unengeunotovenehupenyu

hwakarongekaandevenbeingrich,but

becausetheenemyisgoodinstealing

,youwakeupbeingpoor,homelessand

hungry,youwakeupawidow,youwake

upallalone,withnothingandnoone

,ndaivendabirwazvakawanda

muhupenyuhwangu,kubvakumurume

wangu,deathhadsnatchedhim away

from me,ndaivendabirwatheabilityof

conceiving,allthebusinesseswehad,

ndokutorwanevagoniandam pretty

surewhereverBamukuruTrevoris

varikuitakuitetenamariyese

,chandaizivais,withhiskindofbehavior

,thatwon'tbeasurprisekumukama



businesseseavabroke,forTrevorwas

capableofsquanderingneCapital

chaiyo,heneverwantedtoworkhard

buttogeteverythingonasilverplatter

semucheche,zvairwadzakutimy

husband'ssweatyaizoparadzwato

nothing,hapanabamukurupavainzwa

kurwadzakwazvoforheknewnotthe

painthatcomesthroughhardworking

tosucceed,Musaaiveashinga

kushandirazvirizvake,hewasnevera

lazybody,buthebelievedmukushanda

nesimbacherozvichirwadzaseiaslong

uchizobudirirakumagumo,healso

believedthatnomatterhowyoufallin

theway,youbetterdustoffyourselfand

continuewithyourjourney,asyou



pursueyourdreams,zvinoitacheteasi

zvichiitakuneavovasinganeteandnot

giveup,hedidn'tbelieveingivingup,he

believedinstrivingforthebestandI

admiredmylatehusbandforsuch,he

hadtriedhisbesttohelpBamkuru

Trevortoseethingsthewayhesees

them,buthazvinakungezvadaro,Trevor

hadalwaysclaimedthathewasthe

elderandheknewwhathewasdoing

,butthenyoucanbeanelderpamakore

butanelderwithnobrainsandthat

makesyouuseless,munhundiyemunhu

whentheyacquireswisdom ,njere

dzakarodzeka,ndofungavaisadawo

kuudzirwachinhunaMusabecauseof

agedifference,Asikawecan'tknowitall



,IRemembertherewasatimemylate

husbandinvitedTrevortocomestay

withusandthatbecameahellmoment

inmylife,

"Ineedyoutomanageoneofmy

businesses,brother,zvingakubatsiraiwo

hereandthere"



MyhusbandhadsaidandBamukuru

vakabvumirananazvo,tikatiwoahhhat

least,maybethenhewillbeableto

program hislifemuchbetter,butwho

canknowwhatisintheheartsofman,

onlyJehovahknows,Bamukuruwould

wakeuplatezvavoapaMusaanenge

atoendawokwakekubasaso

haisazviona,vobvavaendakubasauko

kwaivanevashandithree,itwasabig

furnitureshop,yataitengesafrom beds

,refrigerators,magas,maTV ma

generator,andthelikes,Heactedas

thebossofthatshop,vachingoenda

kunodemandermariikokovodhakwa

zvavo,kanazvakakwidzavaitangakuita

noisekumbavachiridzaradioinfull



blast,ndakazombovati

"Bamukuruvolumeyenyuyakanyanya

madiikuridzirapasi"

"what!?"



"volume"

Ndakadarondichitoidzora

"ndakunzwaMelody,listenhere,thisis



myyoungbrother'shouse,Itouch

whateverIwanttotouch,Idoevery

damnthingIwanttodo,andsincewe

can'thearthecryingofbabiesinthis

house,betterkutoridzaradio,sezvo

someofyouarefailingyourduties"

Ifeltmyheartbrokeintopieces,andall

Icoulddoiswalktomybedroom and

shutthedoor,ndotauranaMwariwangu

nemisodzi,Ihadnosayinthisworld,in

myhouseaswell,chesechandaitaura



ndainyararidzwanerekuti,*iyingomwa

inotaureiko*zvitukozvaive

zvandinyanyira,ifIhaddonesome

abortionsandbeingtheresultofmenot

beingabletoconceive,maybethen

ndaizotindirikukohwazvandakadzvara,

butthenndaivendazvichengetdza

vehama,Ihaddonemybestkusatamba

nevarumenguvaisatiyakwana,murume

aiveazivakushamakwemuviriwangu

,murumewanguMusa,hehadfound

meintact,handinakungendazvidaizvi

zvekusazvara,handinakungendabvisa

chiberekoka,zvekutindaitukirirwakuti

ndiwehonzeri,zveseizvindainyarara

handinakudakuudzamurumewangu,

sezvineiwomyhusbandakaendaku



shoptoocheckallfinancialbooks

,nekuonawokutizvinhuzvirikufambawo

seiunderBamukuruTrevor

"where'sTrevor,koingaimwestock

hamunakuorderwaninhaiBothwell?"



Hehadaskedvashandivaivepo

"BossTrevorvanongozouyakuzotora

marichetevotoenda,zvekutikutoitama

orderskwakutonetsamarihadzicha

balancer,"

Bothwellhadanswered



"what!"

"ndakatomboedzakuvaonesawokuti

tofanirwakutengaimwestockbuthey

vakatihedoesn'twanttobetoldhowto

managehisshop,uyeIshouldknowmy

placesemushandi,nhasivatouya

makusenindokutoramarivakaenda"



Myhusbandwassofuriousashe

checkedallthefinancialbooks,mari

yaiveyadyiwakwetezvekutamba,

takabvataendakumbaandwaitedfor

thereturnofBamukuru,vakatozouya

lateatnightzvavovakapararanedoro,in

themorningvakamukavakarutsira

mumbamavairara,mugotikunhuwakuti

kutuu



"What'sthemeaningofthisbrother?"

Musaaskedakanongedzeramarutsiaya

"hungavahupenyuuhuhereenhai

Mukoma?"



"there'snobigdealMusa,Ijusthada

lottodrink"

"awholelotIcansee"



"maininicanyoucleanforme"

VakadarohavoBamukurundakabva

ndatangakufambakunotorazveku

cleanisaandmyhusbandgrabbedmy

hand



"mukadziwanguhaasikuzocleaner

zvakadai,youknowwhatMukoma,I

respectyouenough,asiizvinever,you

cleanyourstuffmegaaaINIchaiye

mukadziwanguhaasati

ambondikorobheramarutsiedoroso

shewon'tstartnow,"

"haakwanisikukupavana,haakwanisi

kukorobha,mukadzipachiisaka,?"



"zvekusandipavanakwake,isnonof

yourdamnbusinessTrevor,kukuunza

pambapanguhandinakutichitonga

mukadziwanguormistreather

,ndakakuun.........."

"hunit'sokayplease"



Ihadinterfered

"no,nothingisokayhere,heisgoingto

cleanthisbyhimself,andIwanthim to

tellmekutimaridzekushopkwangu

dzeseakaisepi,maridzanguMukoma

ndipei"



"iwehaunakutindimanejeshopheree

?"

"bygettingmebroke,ndakatiudyemari

dzanguINI,kushandakohaushandiko

,allyoudoiscollectmyeverydime

uchinopedzerakudoro,"

"Iknewthiswastoogoodtobetrue



,nhasimavenemarivanaMusa

makurasahama,allyoucareabout

ingomwayakoiyi"

"ndipemakeysekushopkwangu,and

mycarkeys"

Musademanded,ndokubva

azvikandirwa



"nowgetoutofmyhouse"

"uneshuwaiweMusaiwe"

"Mukomamukovauyo "



AndthetimeTrevorhadtostepinmy

husband'shouseisafterhisdeath

,claimingeverythingandGodknowsif

kuchinechisvunu,zveseizvozvonazvo

ndaivendangotiregaivadyematumbu

kusvikaaputikandaivendisisinabasa

nazvochandaidakunosangananababa

vangunemurumewangukwavaive

ndichingendaurawanemunhuuyuaive

andikidnapper,akatiadzokamumba

muyaachidairawokutiAmenpandaive

ndapedzakunamata,maybekwaive



kubvumirananelastprayeryanguka

,ndakakumbiraruregererosezvoaiveati

ndisataurakaINIndokutaura

mukunamata,akabvaakandazvaive

akabatapahuropangu,INIndokutarisa

wanikeit'scleanclothesnenightdress,

"therestunozviwanamubathroom ,in

thatotherdoor,youstinksisman,one

morethingusabudamuno,oryou'lllive

toregretit"



Naiwayoheleftmendakangotituzu

*ANDTHESTORY

CONTINUES.................*
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CHAPTER8



CONTINUATION.............

*MELLOW*

Ndakatomboitachinguvandakatituzu



notknowingwhattodo,ukundakango

batirazvinhuzviyamumaoko,wasitthe

factthathehadnotdonewhatIhad

expectedhim todothatleftmealarmed,

that'stokillme,orthecuriositythatwas

killingmeofhisintentionstowardsme.I

wasusedtobad,evilpeople,usedto

beinghurtwhenIdidn'twanttobehurt,

howwashegoingtohurtmenow,aidei

kwandirichaizvo,Iwondered,this

strangerwassendingmixedemotions,I

failedtounderstandpaamirechaipo,I

hadnotimeforgameschiichaindi

rongera,Ineedednotmorepain,ndaive

ndodakungofandozvizororerapane

kurambandongotambudzwanengirozi

dzerima,Ihadnoreasontolive,Ihad



lostzvesezvangu,andthepeoplewho

lovedmejustasIdeserved,ndaive

ndangosaranaamaichete,ofwhich

handaidakutivatamburendichiona,my

motherhadsufferedtoobackthenand

zvaivezvakwana,Irememberwhenshe

hadgottenmarriedtomyfather,things

werewellasshesaidintheirmomentof

dating,untilshefellpregnant

,ndokudzingwakumbakwavovoenda

kwababavangu,onlytorealisebaba

hadawifeandsituationforcedher

acceptkutindizvozvaivepo,kudakana

kusadakwavo,yakavararamo

inorwadzakwavari,chikavachituko

pavari,hupenyuhwebarikahukavaonza,

Baba'sfirstwifeeventuallydied



mysteriouslyandallfingershadpointed

atmymum

"handinakungendavaurayaIni

amaigurumwanangucherohazvo

ndaisadabarika,handinakunge

ndavavenga,nekutiwedumurumendiye

aiveatadzaka,handinakunge

ndabudirwapachenakubvapekutanga"



Mhamhahadsaid,wipinghertearsne

zambiyaravo,youcouldreadthepain

onherface,onethingIsohatedisto

seemymothercrying.

"handinakungendavauraya"



SherepeatedandyesIbelievedher,not

becausendiamaivanguasinekuti

ndaionachokwadimumazisoavo.

"panguvaiyoyosituationyaiveyakaoma

nekutievenyourfatherhadbelievedthat

Ihadahandinhisfirstwife'sdeath,

zvakaomakunongedzerwahuroyi,

humhondi,usinakanawako

akakumiririra,Mwanangu,Ihadnoone,

kunzekwaJesuchete,handina

pandisinakutaurwa,kuhunindiyo

yakavanyaya,kumabiko,kumaminda,



papikopandisinakusara,theworldhad

labelledme,muroyi,hure,ndinoziva

hupenyuhwakohuripakaoma

mwanangu,asihupenyuhwako

hunondidzosakunelifeyandakararama

backthen,asindinotiunobudaMellow

unopabuda,handinakungendazivakuti

ndinobuda,eventobelievekuti

ndinobudamumarwadzoakadai,asi

ndakabudawani,nhasiunondiripano

,dzimwenidzenguvandinofungakuti

Mwarivakatenderakutindipindemu

situationiyoyonekudakwakoMello

mwanangu,kutindizogonakukuudza

thestoryofmylife,uchingewapindana

nedzawavakupindananadzo"



Shehadsaid,takagarahedupasi

ndichichemayekudzingwakumba

kwangu,ndichichemawokutidaindine

mwana,pamwedaindinechekuraramira

,ndiinechinounzawomufaromandiri

"wakaropafadzwawaivenemurume



aimiranewemwanangu,haasiwese

anomiranewe,nemurume

akagopandukawani,INIndaivaNaJesu

chetezvinzwisisemwanangu,murume

akambondirasachaiko,asindakasiya

Mwarikutivabatebasairorisinga

kwanisikubatwanevanhu,vachenuse

Zitarangu,"

Amaivakasvikapakubvavoendakwavo

Vegavoitazvemusikawhentheheat

becametoomuchforher.



"ndakasvikapakukanganwikwa

nemurumezvekutichikafundaivendoita

kupemha,ipapondaivendinevana

three,Sam naTeddy,uyuMarthaachiri

mucheche,asiBabavakovakazodzoka

vonditsvaganenguvayaMwarindiko

kuzozvarwakwako,asipeseapandaive

ndozvimirira,vanavababavenyuhavadi

nechekuitanemi,nekutiimimunonzi

vanavehure,vanavemuroyi,Asika

,zveseizvondezvaMwari,ndivovanoita

sekudakwavo"



Ndakafunganyayayaamaivanguiyi

ndirimumbamandaisazivakutindemani

,uyekutiwhatwillbethenextmoveof

thisstranger,asipazvose,the

Remembranceofmymother'sstoryof

life,gavemestrengthandalittlebitof

faith,ndakanangamubathroom and

runabathformyself,ndokuzvisoaker

imomo,Iclosedmyeyes,repeatingthe

words



*"makemestrongerlikemymother"*

*"letmeovercomeasshedid"*

HerwordskeptRinginginmyhead



"AsindinotiunobudaMellowunopabuda

"

Ndakatombotoranguvarefuchaiyo

ndirimumvurainopisa,Ifeltso

tired,tiredoftheburdensoflifethatI

carriedonmyshoulders,andthewarm

waterdidsomemagiconme.



*******ToTheotherside**********

ThestrangerhadleftMellowkuback

room ,oendakumainhouse,hehad

spendtimeachionazvesezvayiitwana

Mellowpacamera,thelongtimeshe

tookarimutubmadehim wonderifthis

womanwantedtodrawnherself,



"what'sherstory?"

Hewondered,nekuzvipinduraega

mubvunzowake

"akazviurayandezvake,Idon'tcare

aboutherstory,everyonehasastory"



Hesaidoridzatsamwalookingaway



Ndakazobudamutub,ndopfekanight

dressriya,ndonzwawomweyachaiwo

uchipindamumuvirimangu,mudumbu

makatangakuriranzara,Ihadnoteaten

kubvamakuseni,ndakatangakufunga

kutisakamunhuuyuanotindodyei,was

heplanningtokillmenenzara,since

andisiyandirimupenyumunomumba

,ndakatangakugwedemudzamuma

cardboardsaivemo,andfoundsome

snacks,nejuice,ndokutangakuzvidya

semunhuasvikirwa,ndanzwakuti

dumburazvimbirwandakabva

ndazvikandirapabedanddozedoff,apa

ndisinakuzvifukidza,zvaivezvakandi

miriramangwanaonlyGodknows

,handaizivakutifrom heretowhere



,apazvairatidzazvegakuticheroKuri

kudakuzvibudirandegapambaapa

paivenetightsecurity,guardwacho

aitotyisanekutimhoro,ndakashayazve

kutikoseimurumeuyuaiveachitaura

nenineroughdzega,asiondiunzapano

pamba,givingmeaplacetosleep,

Asikakoseizveaiveasingadikuti

nditauretaure,asifhedidn'twant

anyonetohearme,washemarriedor

what,ndakashayakuzvinzwisisa

,pekutangandaivendatikudaarikuda

kundiuraya,butthenhowdoesonebe

botherednekunhuwakwemunhu

waarikudakuuraya,andifhesowanted

tokillme,whykeepingmealiveforthe

night,whynotgetonwithit,munhuuyu



aisatombonzwisisikakana,

ndakangozvivatirandongotihameno

mangwanaacho,ndakazomutswane

wiwipakatipehusiku,andIjumbed

ndichizvifuguramachirandogara,Dear

me,Iknewverywellkutindararandisina

kufuga,ndiyaniaiveandipinzamuma

blankets,handinakumbobvirandavhura

machirakutindipindemaariINI,allIdid

wassleepontopchete,ndakamhanya

kuzvifuguranightdressrandaive

ndakapfekandotarisakuzasiukuwanike

.............



*ANDTHESTORY

CONTINUES.....................*
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*CHAPTER10*



*BABACHARMAINE*

Hanzikumhanyahandikusvikaam sure

whosoeversaidthatproverbwas

prophesyinguntome,nekutikumwe

kumhanyakwandakaitakwakaitakuti

ndikutezvirinani,whenImetmywife

Marthandakangodyira,ndaigoenda



nepikoiyeMarthaaiveakaitakuumbwa

chaiko,ainemuvirisewe

tsambarafuta,mafutaakaitakuzara

kusele,,zvekutinemufambirowake

wekuitasengemagadzikohaasi

muchivharangoziNdakanzwaSabhuku

votodakupoyanepazip,aiveakasenga

zvinhuzvakemusikanauyu,apamusi

wandamuonandaitodriverzvangumota

yeshamwariyanguCorollandichirova

onetotesting,ndikatimotaiyi

yandiunziramaropafadzoekusangana

nechigagairwaichi,ndakaita

sendichapindamusangondakango

yeverwandokuzongoitazvekudzora

speedloweringmywindowndoti



"heyangel"

Iyendokusekererazvekutindakaona

mazinoakeakaitakuchenaapaaka

chekererwazvakaisonaka,kuita

kuenzanaseseleyake,iyoyandaibirira

kutarisa,ndaivendatiwondimboitawo

onetwotestingnepababeka



,ndakamisamotandovhuradoorreku

passengersitndoti

"pleasemyLady,I'lldropyouwherever

yougoing,cherokudengandokusvitsai,

"

Akasekazvakatokonyamoyowangu

ukajambajambasedatya,



"youveryfunnykoukandiba"

Shesaid



"thenletmebearrestedforyou're

worthyofstealing,"

Sheblushed,ndikatigood

ndakanyatsotsikagearchairo

,ndakatozosvitsashokorerudo

ndikadiwasekutambasekuseka,ndaive

ndotindichinoonawobabendoshandisa

motayeshamwariyanguiya,apafriend

yangudidn'tmindnekutiaitovewo

neimwewo,takapushernebaberangu

ndikatotiuyundoroorachete

ndisabirwe,cherohazvondaivendisina



mariyekutengamotayekuroora

handaizoshaya,kubasandaienda

,ndichihorawozvezerarangu,andI

knewkuitawomhuriwewould

survive,uyendaitodawokutinditange

ndaitazvekuvakakakafourroomed

housethankutengamota,zvekuparker

motapambapalandlordndakagara

ndazviramba,Ihadmyprioritiesand

wantedtosticktothem ,Martha

ndaimudisisanotbecauseofherbody

yaindiitenderedzabrain,no,thoughma

assetsanodiwawoka,butIlovedher

kubvapakadzikadzikapemoyowangu,

aiveandiudzanezveyoungsisteryake

,thoughmaininivaidhurakuona,uye

kunanatsanondaitovanzvenga



,ndisingadikuratidzakutindinodheerera

,marindaisungirirayekuti

ndigowanawochekuendesakwa

TezvarawithoutMartha'sknowledge,all

inthenameoflove,

"babehuyawokaunditorewokamutown

undiendesekumba"



AiveMarthauyu,ndakabvandaendaku

friendyangukunokumbiramota,INI

ndaingotengafuelchete,but

unfortunatelymotaaiveatengesa

,ndakabvandakwirakombindogarane

vamwefour,fouripapo,ndokudzikamu

townndonotorababerangu,iye

ndofungawoakangotindaparkermota

somewhere,ndakabataruokorwake

ndomunangisakumakombindiyemu

rank,



"kobabetorikuendepi?"

Sheasked

"kumbakahun"



"konhasiwazopakiranamotanevema

kombiheree?"

"nohun,motayatengeswanemuridzi"



"heee,muridziupi,hausiweheree

muridzi,babeimbomirakuitamajokes

kanhimyheelsarenowkillingme"

"ndorevesahun,motahapanatotoenda

neKombi"



Akanditarisaakatoonakutiayikakako

blazzvavakamenyaserious,

"Youcan'tbeseriousAlex,whyallthe

liesthen,wakadiikungotaurakutihaisi

yako?"



"ndakambokunyeperapapikonhaibabe

,haunamusiwawakabvunzanezve

mota,uyehandinamusiwandaka

claimerkutindeyangu,ndaingoipihwa

nefriendyanguINIndozvitengerafuel

chetebutazoitengesamanjendingati

munhuasatengesemudziyowakeheree

,hewasjustbeingafriendnekundipa"

"Aihwaka,iwewewakadiikuchizoitenga"



"myfinanceswon'tallowmeMarthaat

listnotfornow,ichasvikahayonguva"

Ndaifungakutiachazvigamuchirawoka

kutindizvozviripoasitakafamba

rwendorwesemuromowake

akapfenyeramunhinoapamatama

akafutiswasedzetse,zvekuti

aisatangika.Vakomanaka,komota



yaivenebasarei.?Kuvapokana

kusavapo,ofwhichinihandinamusi

wandakamutindeyangu,infactzvemota

hatinakutauranezvazvountilthisday

pandaivendazoendakunomupickerne

tsokorola,takasvikakumarainikwavo

ndokuburukatese,ndaidawokakupa

mumwewanguaniceGoodbyeka

ndozokwirakombindoendakwedu,asi

ndakashaiwiranechandakadzikira

nekutiwhenIwantedtohugher

ndakasarandoedzakumbundiramhepo

iyeayenda,worsezvaivezvatoonekwa

nemahwindiemulocationndikati

ndosekwasei



,"blazmunogonakuacteriyindiyo

inonzifreezeiyiyamaita,kuitasefreezit

chairo,"

Akatangamahwindiaya



"chinyungudukaiwe"

Akasheedzeraumwe

Havaimboregakundiwanziranekutika

stanzakandaivendakarovakaisetsa

chaiko,



"warambwahereeewarambwaiwe,INI

ndarambwa,iwewarambwa,tese

tarambwa,ukarambwausachema,"

Ndakamhanyiramukombinenyadzi

,ndoimbwafuti,thoughpfungwa

dzakatangakunetsekana,ndaive

ndarambwaheree,?ifsonekudakweyi?



,kwemota?,sakaaidiwandiniormota,?

Ndakazvitongesakakawanda,zvekuti

handinakuonakutikumbandasvikaseyi

,ndakaedzakumufonera,kutauranaye

paapp.Munhuachivhuraasingapinduri.

Ndakatemwanemusoro,musikana

ndaimudauyu,doesitmeanwithouta

carIcan'twinherheart,?Aweek

passedarimazinochete,until

azopinduraonaMondaynight,

ndakavhuramessagendokurohwane

hana



.Am sorryAlex,Ithinkmahormones

akaitakutindidaropleaseforgivemefor

overreacting"

Messageyakaperekedzwaneapic,that

Idownloaded,paivenepregnanttest

yaivepositive,ndichirindakayeverwa

,pakapindaimwepicyaiveatoradumbu

rakenemabreastaineminyatsomitema

temayakatitwii,sabhukuvakabva

vagwinhagwinha,ndikaedzakuvati,iwe

kwana,asihazvinakushanda,ndaitoita



sendirikutodirapetrolmumoto,

Ndakanzwaimwefeelingyekuti

ndaitomukirakumakuvaifnotrelieved,

ichichinhuichichaisavanehunhukana

,ndakatombopindabusynachoapafon

irionlinendisingapinduri,ndakabata

sabhukuukuzisoriripapiciya,

ndokutozvibetseraneruokokuti

ndipone,ndakaitakubowachaiko

,ndokuzodzokakuvapenyupavapaya

,kunodaimamessagehobhoaMartha

otochemakurambwanenhumbu,

yemwanaiyiyakaitakutindifarehandidi

kunyepa,uyenekutindaimudamunhu

wangundakabvandamuti



forgiven,IloveyouandmyAngel

Takatozopedzahusikutonakirana

pafonipapo,mangwanatichitosangana

tosimbisamwana,handinakutora

nguvandaivendotogadzirirakuroora

,ndokutoroora,shemovedinmy

parent'shousenekutiimbayanguyaive

isatiyaperakuvakwa,asiamaivaigaroti



"wakadiikokutoraMelody"

Ndikazvitorakutiamaivaisangoda

mukadziwanguchete,imbayakazopera

andwemovedin,ndaisadakutiamai

varambevachingondiimbirayekutidai

ndakatoraMelodythanMartha,but

todayherwordscomesbackinmind,ini

mukadziwanguhandichatomunzwisisi



,chaindinetsazveimariyaingonziye

inheritance,asiwekubvunzapaive

pasina,handaitangaambhuyaka

ndovabvubzazvemariyemurumewavo

,kanavanatsano,vaitovewoanababa

ka,maininimellowndivovaisvikikabut

shewasnowheretobefound,chakandi

netsazve,kushayahanyakwaMartha,

koiyimhuriiyiyaigoregereikokutsvaga

maininivovapawopartofher

inheritancevotangawohupenyuhwavo

,nesituationyavoyavaivanayohant

zvaizobetsera,koiyeMellowaiveatizei

zvekusadakuzivikanwakwaari?

Ndakaitamibvunzoyakashayamhinduro

thoughsomethingfailedtoaddup

,ndakazogurwakunorirawhenmy



daughterwasraped,ipapondakaita

sendavhiyirwamwana,zvaivanani

kubvisirwamwanahumhandarawovain

thedarkthankubhinyirwamwana,my

heartbrokeintopieces,andIblamedit

allonmywife,ndakaitastressyandaive

ndongopedzeramudoronekurova

mukadzi,Ndakanzwakutindikasa

murovahandainzwamushe,dzimwe

pfungwandokunditi,tsvagaMelody

umuwane.
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CHAPTER9

*MARTHA*



"AmaiCharmainemhanyakunoiwe

,mhanyakanhi"

"chiikomaiSue,kubvawaita

kusheedzerazvakadaro?"



NdakabvunzamaiSuevaigarapanext

doorpangu,SuenaCharmaine

vaidzidzapasameschoolandhadbeen

friendseversince,ndakabudapanze

ndichimhanyirakwaivenamaiSue,

"Suearikutihamenozvaitikakuna



Charmaine,hanzimwanaakangorara

muroadhendeitione"

Ndakavhundukandichinzwaizvi.What

hadhappenedtomydaughter,apa

ndaivendatomboshayakutiseinhasi

aiveanonokakubvakuchikoro

,Charmainehaisimbodarokana

,ndakamhanyakwainzikwakarara

mwana,takadungamidzananamaiSue

naSue,SueachitiCharmainendiyeaive

amutangirakubudamugedhirechikoro

ndokuzomuwanamunziraakararapaive



oteverawo,

"ndamboedzakumumutsaakaramba

uyu,ndafungakutipamweadonha"

AkadaroSue,nzirayekubvakuchikoro

yaipindanemumanewstands,apa

kwaivenedzimbadzaivedzisatidzapera

kuvakwa,uyekusatikogaravanhu,my



heartcouldn'tstopbeatingfast

,ndaingochemanerekutimwanawangu

aoneiko,takasvikamwanaatounganirwa

nevanhu,ndakapushiravanhukurekuti

ndiwanekuonapaivenemwanawangu

"chiikonhaiambhuyazvamunobvamati

pusherzvakadarokwenyuKurikuda

kuonaheree,munongokumbiraka

tokudziurirayi"



Akadaromumwemurumeachi

complainerkumupusherkwandaive

ndamuita,handinakuwanasimba

rekumupinduraallIneededistoseemy

daughterndikokwaivenemoyowangu

chete,nekuzivakutichiichaivechaitika

kwaari,

"imindivomaivemwanaavavaregei



vapinde"

VakapinduraMaisue,ndakatindichiti

baapamwana,ndokuikwetsuramhereee

yakavharira,pfungwadzekutanga

dzakafungakutipamwemwanaaitwa

hitandrunnekutofirapaspot



"Charmaine,Charmaine,mwanangu

,chiikomanjenjenjewangu,nhaiMwari

wangu,matindidiiko,Char,Char

,ndimhamhamwanangu,muka,chimuka

madube,chimukasisi,aitwaSeikonhai

veduwe "

Ndakamutakuraukuhembeyakeyazara

neropaasikutinechekuzasicheteuku

uniform yakeyabvaruka

,ndakamufugurakuzasikuyewanike

panthaanaangozaraneropauye

kwazvimbakuratidzakungeshewas



gangraped,kumesokwakekwaive

kwazvimbanekuchema,maiSue

vakabvavaisaruokorwavopachipfuva

chakendokuti

"mupenyuAmaiCharmaine,achiri

kufema.Paneadanawoambulance

heree?"



"yadaniwazvesenemapurisa"

Vakadairavamwemai,zvairatidzakuti

shehadfaintedintheprocessofbeing

rapedkanakutiafter,ndakapindwane

chando,ndigotangakutetemera,mai

Suevakamhanyakumutoramumaoko

angu,ukusirenyeambulanceneye

policedzonyaudzadzichiuya,ndakaedza

kusimukaasindakatangakuonavanhu

vachitransformerfrom theirnormal

images,vachiitazvinengezvimitiuku



manzwiavoOitamaungiramunzeve

dzanguanditwaslightsoutforme,

ndakamukirakuchipatarachaiko,andI

didn'tknowforhowlongIhadpassed

out,theimageofmydaughterinapool

ofbloodcameback,ndokutangaku

screamer,doctorvakabvavauya

vachimhanya,

"Doctormwanawangu,aripiCharmaine

?"



"Takeiteasymwanaaaaa......."

"howdareyoutellmetotakeiteasy

whenmydaughterhasbeenraped,ko

kanaakafa,"



"amai"

"musanditiamai,munemwanaheree

imi?"



"yes"

"wouldyoutakeiteasy,knowing

mwanawenyuAAA..... "



Ndakapamhidzakuiridzazvemhere

,ndiyanikoaiveandiitirawohutsinye

hwakadai,kundibayanerakagomara

,ndaizviudzaaniko,ndairaramaSeiko

nechiitikoichi,koiyemwanawangu

kanhi,aizozvitoraSeiko,ndaivendisati

ndamborwadziwazvakadai,nowIknew

whatitmeanstobehurt,ndaive

ndanyangirwanemuvenginediviraive

richirwadza,kubaiwapanyamanhete

chaipo,ndakaendeswakuwardyaivene

mwanawangu,aiveakakotsirahake,asi

faceyakeizerekutambudzwakwaaive

aunzirwanemuvengi,Ilookedatmy

husbandandhesaidnothing,

chaingotauramisodziyakechete,chero



hazvomwanaaiveagezeswahake,it

didn'twashawaythehandsoftherapist

alloverherbody,itdidn'twashaway

gombaremarwadzoraiverasiiwamatiri

nemumwana,itdidn'twashawaythe

factthatshewasraped,herpridewas

goneinapainfulway,nzirayaiveasina

kutenderananayoandatayoungage,

whyherofallgirls,waivemunyama

rudziikowaivewawiramwanawangu,

eventhoughshewasstillalive,thiswas

onemarkshehadtolivewithforthe

restofherlife,mazuvaakatevera

becametheworstdaysofmylife,

mumbamangumakavanekusuwa

kukuruuyenekurwakwakanyanya



"youneverhadtimewiththekids

Martha,haumirisaamaichaivo,now

lookatthis,mwanawangu

akanganisirwahupenyuhwake,ifyou

,foroncehadactedlikeamother

pamwedaizvesezvisinakuitika,kana

daiwakatomboregamwanaarikwa

maininiMellowbetter,"



Myhusbandscreamed

"sakaurikuedzakutichiiBaCharmaine

,doyouthinkpanamaivangadamwana

wavoabhinyiwe,doyouthinkzvirinyore

kwandiri,howwasIsupposedtoknow

kutindizvozvichaitika,sakaMelody

ndiyewawakaonaakakodzerakuitamai

kuvanavangu,wakazvionepizvekuti

ndiyeamaikwavobetterthanme,who

hassheevermothered,akaitamwana

kupi,zvekutiunotomuridzirangomane



hoshoforajobwelldone,"

"iweyouneverwantedCharmaine

kugaranaMaininiiwe,maybeyoufelt

threatenedthatCharmainewould

chooseheroveryou"

"chii?"



"chokwadichinorwadzaMartha

,hamenoMelodyunomubatirei

semwanawepabarika,rightnowsheis

gonemissing,haunakanapaunonzwa

panovava,usafungekutisomeofus

haveturnedblind"

"iweinyayayaCharmaineoryaMelody,



mydaughterhasbeendamagedhence

youbusysingingZitaraMelody,mwana

wakohereeMelodywacho,kana

mwanawaamaivako?"

"humwehunhuhwako,Iwon'tbe

surprisedhuriihwohwaunzamunyama

mumbamuno,andonlyGodknows

whatwillhappentomorrow,

chaurikudzvaraAmaiCharmaine

uchakohwa"



"handinamunyamawandaunzapano

,unofungakutindakapusakuonazvauri

kuita,you'relookingforapersonto

blamechete,iwewaivepimwana

achibhinywa,sakandiwewakatuma

vanhuvachoka,sinceyouwantusto

playablaminggame,gameon"



Ndakaerekanandanzimbamapaaa,

paaa,

"letthisbethelasttimeyouspeakto

melikethat,don'tpushme

,ndokukwaturirakure"



Withthatheleftthehouse,leavingme

ndakabatamatamaangumisodzi

yoyerera,andthatnighthecamehome

ichiti12am akapararanedoro,thatwas

thebeginningofmysourmarriage.
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*MELLOW*

HantmunoonaMwari,zvandaive

ndabvumawanikufahangu,

ndaizorambandichirwadziswakusvika

riinikovehama,yesIhadagreedkuti

hupenyuhwanguwasnobetterthana

deaddog,ndaivendodakuzororaINI,ko

ikokufakwachondanyimirweiko

,zvaifadzahereekurambandiri

mupenyundichirwadziswa,insteadof

countingmablessings,Ifoundmyself

countingmysorrows,ndakashaya



pekunongedzerachaipokutiatleastapa

zvirinani,chandakaonachandaive

nachowasthegiftoflife,kungofema

chete,zvesendaivendabvutirwaini

,ndisinawocheromunhuwandaitiat

leastnhingiarimomuhupenyuhwangu,

yangumhosvayaivehombechaiyo

kunyangwendaivendisingaizivi,zuva

regaregafrustratedme,ndainzwa

ndakaremerwa,ndisinamufaro,zuva

regaregabroughtpaininme,andI

failedtounderstandtheuseofbeing

alive,that'swhyIhadacceptedthe

embraceofdeathitself,ndaivendati

ndawanapekuraranesiponemvura

zvekubvisatsvinapamuviriwangu,but

thenzveseizvimunhuuyuaiveandipain



exchangenekuzondirapperhereenhai

veduwe,ifhehatedmesomuchtohurt

meakadiikungobvaandiurayahake

paiveapedzabasarakerekundibhinya,if

IhadsinnedohGodandthisbeingmy

punishment,zvitadzozvangu

zvakanyanyotsvukaseropaSeiko,are

younotthesameGodwhocarries

forgiveness,ndaidaromupfungwa

dzangupandaivendajambakubva

mukuvata,ndaonandakafukidzwa

machirainindichizivakutihandaiva

ndambomafugakana.Mymindhad

racedandconcludedkutindarhepiwa

chete.Apapantndaivendawacha

ndikapfekandikasiyamutoiletkuti

riome,kondaigopfekeiinibagrehembe



raiverabiwanemastreetkids

,ndakamhanyakuvhurakuzasindobata

batapotoyangunekutopinzachigunwe

mukatitotraceanysemen,ukumisodzi

yaiveyatoeereranematama

,ndakachibudisawanikechiridry,ko

cheromunhuakakupukutazvinengei

mukatiumohazviperizvekumhanyaka

,ndakazvisekandegakutikoiye

wandaifungirakutiandirhepaaigozondi

rhepaseindikasazvinzwa,unlesshehad

druggedmesomehow.Ndakatura

mafemoknowinghapanahapochakaipa

chaivechaitika,ndokufambandono

buditsawiwiyanguukundopfekapant

ranguraiveraoomazvaro

,ndakadongorerapanzenepawindow



zvishomaneKurikutyakuonekwa

ndokuonakuchirikwakasviba,ndakabva

ndabatahandleredoorndikanzwaraka

kiyiwanekunze,kozvandaivendatova

nhapwachaiyo,ndakadzokerapabed

ndokupindamumachirandoraraasi

mazisondakavhurahangu,andatthat

timeImissedmymum somuch,andI

missedmyhusbandMusasodeeply

,howIwishedhewasheretocuddleme

atnight,Ihadfeltsafeandwarm inhis

arms,butnowdespitetheblanketson

me.Istillfeelcoldandunsafe,Iguessit

isbecausebackthenIusedtobeunder

thewingsoflove,regaivakuruvakati

rugaretangenhamo,Iwasonce

comfortableandhappywithlife,asi



ndaivendavanenhamoyekushaya

pekugara,chekudya,pantchairokuita

chiomandipfeke,ipapopandakapihwa

nightdress,ndakatotoramukana

wekuwachawoDressrangurainhuhwa

Ziya,kutoriitawochiomandipfeke.

Kusvikakubrayacho,ukundotinhamo

yekurambwanehama,yekusekwa

chibereko,yekutorerwawepamoyo

nerufu,yekudzingwamumbamangu

,uyenhamoyekusazivakuti

ramangwanarinei,

ndakaonahopeedzarambandokupinda

mubathroom muyafutipanechigero

chandaivendaona,Ilookedatmyselfin

themirrorandallIcouldseeisabroken

woman,ndakasimudzachigerochiya



ndotsinzinyamazisondokutanga

kudamburamabhanziandaive

ndakarukwa,ndokugeravhudzirangu,

everypieceasitdroppedtothefloorso

wasthedropofmytears,ndaizoridii

vhudzirachokutozozvipamusengwaini

ndisisinachangu,

"wakanakamwanangu"



Isawthevisionofmymothersaying

thattome,vachindisungavhudzirangu

kuitapuff,raiverakarebazvaro

,ndakasimudzamusorondokuvatarisa

ndonyemwerera,Iwasatmyyoungage

ipapo,

"Chiendaunotambanevamwemy

beautifulprincess,"



Shehadsaid.AndIrantothestreets

vhudzirangurichiitakusimukakamuswe

nekudzikira,ukundonotamba

"fish,fish,spellyourname

....f....I......S.....H,fish,fishyoumust

touchtheground,pointtothesky,go

away,away,away,away,"

themoreyandaitambakudarovhudzi

ranguraitambawo,andmymum

watchedfrom adistance

vachinyemwerera,ndakarwadziwakuti

vhudziriyandikokwaivekupararakwaro



,Iusedtohavebeautifulmomentswith

myhair,zvekuticheronekukurakwangu

,mymum couldstillfindpleasure

mukuritambisa,ndakavhuramaziso

ndotarisathenewme,ndakabva

ndarikatirirakutirienzane,Ididn'tlook

badhangu,Igatheredallmyhairs

ndokuisamukadustbinkaivemo,shiri

dzaivedzorirapanze,soItookabath,

ndokuzoramarollonevanhu

ndokupfekadressrangu.Ididn'tknow

whatawaitedmeasindaingotihameno

Mwari,Ndakagadzirapabedzvakanaka

ndokugara,ndomiriravaridzivemba

,maybehehadjusthelpedmeforthe

nightka,sinceasinakuzondiuraya

hakezve,chimwechaizodakuitaneni



chii,hanayanguyakabvayarovaipapo

,whatifhewasthosekindofpeople

vanoitazvehumantrafficking,kokana

ndaizotengeswandoshandiswase

prostitute,munhuwacho

haaimbonzwisisikamuitoirowake,but

thenIwouldmakesurekutindatofa

zvanguevenkutozviurayandegathan

kuitiswazvechihure,ndiwomazuva

azvaivazvatotsviriridza,Ibecame

uncomfortable,Ineededtoknowkuti

aideikwandiri.Ndakanzwahandleye

dooryofambiswaaround9am

,ndokutarisakudoor.Hewalkedinne

trayyaiveneEnglishbreakfast,so

appetizingzvekutindakanzwamuromo

mangumozaramate,lastnightndaive



ndangorariramasnackschete,he

lookedatmewithdisapprovaleyes,

"whathappenedtoyourhairs?"

Heasked



"makonzoemuno,canIeatplease

ndinenzara"

"answermyquestion,don'tplaywithme

handisishamwariyako"



"ndagera,andIdon'tdream tohavea

rudefriendsewe"

,"youlookugly,likeaduck"



"ducksarebeautifulthankyou'

Ndakatoratrayiyandokutangakudya

zvenzarachaizvo,andhewatchedme

asihandinakudakuvanebasanazvo



"Ipoisonedthefood"

Hesaidatmylastbite,andIhesitated

kupedzisa,hencendaivendatorova

ndimakare,Ilookedathim ndoti

"You'vedonemeafavour"



Ndokabirazvese,

"bringsomemoreplease,"

Isaidchewingthefoodinmymouth



,ndodzikisanehotchocolate,poison

yachozvayainaka,hewasafooltothink

Iwasscaredofdeath.Ndaitodakufa

kwachondizorore.

"areyououtofyourmind?"



"no,am in,andpleasesavemethe

curiosity,andoutwithit"

"outwithwhat?"

"whoareyou.Andwhatdoyouwant

from me?"



Ndakabvunzandakarevesa,Ireally

neededtoknow.

"am notamurderer,ifyouwanttodie

,hangyourself,Idon'tcare,Idon'tknow

you,Idon'twanttoknowyou,infactI

don'tcare,"



"woow,sakawakandiunzireipano,why

givingmeashelter?,whykundifukidza

machira?,whygivingmefood?,andwhy

fightingmatsotsiayamutown,?Why

didn'tyoujustdriveyourfancyka,and

pretendhapanachawakaona?"

"because........."



Hestammered

"it'snonofyourdamnbusinesswoman

,justlearntokeepyourmouthshut!,

youweredirtyyouneededabath

dammit,andyouarehungryaren'tyou

,nxaaa!"



Hescreamedzvekutindakavhunduka.

Andhewalkedaway,achiroveradoor

,suchastrangemanindeed,

akazodzokaafteranhour,



"Ihatebeingquestioned"

Hesaidwithaseriousface

"am sorry"



Heheldmyhandwithatightgripzvekuti

ndakayuwira

"comewithme!"

Hecommandedondidhonzerapanze
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Iusedtoseemyselfsemugoniwezvese

butnowIwasdoubtingmyself,There

wasatimeasaladythatIusedtothink

mybodyismyprideandthatanyman

wouldbowdowntoithenceIwaswrong

,ndaizvizivakutindakaumbwa

zvechokwadi,maybethenndizvo

zvakaitakutibraindzangudzive

influencedneacertaincharacter

yekuonasengendirimutongiwezvese,

andforsurebackthenmanwouldclash

headsnekungondiona,nowIsitonmy

bed,withmyheadonmyheadboard

,withablanketcoveringmyuprightlegs,

Iworeasadandtroubledface,myeyes

setonmyhand,Ihadsomebruises,it

washim,Alex,ndaivendogarwa



ndakarohwasenyokayapindamumba,

andoursexlifehadsuddenlyturned

sour,hewouldcomewithamouth

smellingboozeanddemandedmybody,

"ndakautengamuviriuyundewangu,

ukazvitengeramasofamuOKfurniture

ndiweunomagara,sofaharirambi

kugarwa,cheroukadakujambira

nderako,andiweweMartha,urisofa

rangu,sofaranguwanzwa,remu

bedroom ,harigarwinemunhuwese

wese,rinonzisofarababa,ndinibaba



vacho"

Iclosedmyeyesastearsrandownmy

cheeks,ashisvoiceechoedinmyears,

thisishowhewasdoingit,overand

overagain

"mhamhandodakumbodzokakumba"



Ihadsaidtomymothermumwemusi

,misodziichiyerera,zvaBaCharmaine

zvaivezvondionzanekunditemesa

musoro,

"Ithinkzvitorinani,nekutimurume

wakoratovabhinyachairo"



AddedmybrotherTeddy,

"hapanaarikuuyakuzogarapamba

pangu,Marthadzokerakumurume

wakoizvezvi!"



Mymotherscreamed,amai

havaimbotaurisa,vaivemunhuaigara

akanyararauyevachitauranehunyoro

asiapasheshockedthehelloutofme.

"mhamha"



Isaidnotbelievingmyears,

"iiiamai"



Teddypleaded

"kanamuchizorongakusaunzagrocery

pano,sobeit,ndatiMarthahaudzoki

pano,kudzokakwakopanohungewaka

dungamidzananaMelody,kanaMelody

achikwanisakuteterekanenyikaariega

socanyouhandleproblem yapinda

mumbamako,,Gobackkumurume

wakounovasoldierremukadzi

sezvamakadapanaMelody,handina

mwanawandinosarurapano,buda

munouendekumbakwako,unouya



panokuzoshanya,iweTeddymari

yepfumayaMarthahaunakudya,yes

,takadya,haasisinanzvimbopanouyu

,ngaendekwaakarorwa,panouchauya

murumewakoafa,andachingeafa

uchateverakwakaendamelodynekuti

akafirwawoorworoorwanemunin'ina

waBabaCharmainesezvawaidapana

TrevornaMelody"

Naiwayovakapindamubedroom mavo

ndokuvharadoor,Ihadnochoicethan

togobacktomyabusivehusband



,kufungakurohwanekugadhiwandiri

dry,zvakapinzachandomandiri.And

anengeaiveotozviiitirasvotochaiyo

,ndaivendoonzwazvesenetsonyie

yacho,foritdrainedthewholeenergy

andfatsinme,apastructureyandaive

nayondichidadanayoyaiveyaita

sekungekamwekamhukazvako,kuita

kuwiramukati,magadzikokuitasenge

sadzambodzazvaro,zvaivezvisisa

yevedzi,apandigotindaivendine

mazamumahombe,aibvaaitasenge

sagarekuchigayoriripadhongi,pavana

vakehaanakukanganisaAlex,hegave

them thelovetheydeserved,andhe

raisedmoneyyekuendesamwanaku

counsellingafterthattragedyincident



,myworldcamecrumblingdownwhen

hepackedtheirbagsoti

"am takingmychildrenkwaamaivangu

"

"Sakavanodzokawhen,zvikoro

hazvisatizvavharwa?"



Iasked

"vachadzokakanawavafittobea

mother,kuchikorovanoendavachibva

ikoko"



"Alexyoucan'tdothistome,"

"watchme"



"vanavanguwoava,I'verightsonthem

astheirmother,"

"sakaasinamarightsndiyani,inindini

babavacho,unlesskanapanevamwe

babawotaura,vanavoendeswakwa

babavavo,thisenvironmentisnolonger

agoodenvironmentformychildren

,kanauinedzakarodzeka

unotozvionawo"



HowIwishedIhadsomeonetotalkto,

amaihadswornthatpasinakudzoka

kwaMellownooneisentitledtogoback

kumba,Icouldfeelhowitfeelstobe

alone,Ibegantounderstandwhatit

meanstohavenoone,tohavenowhere

togoandthatalonewasdeathuponmy

head,thehousefeltempty,socold,at

leastpavanavangundaiwanawomufaro

,areasontogoon,hope,butAlexhad

takenthathopeawayfrom me,It's

strangebutIbegantoseehow



importanttohaveasister,Godhad

blessedmewithonebutIhadcreateda

bridgebetweenoursisterhood,Ihad

entertainedjealousinmetowards

Mellow,Ihatedthefactthatsheseemed

betterthanme,sheachievedbetter

things.Shereceivedallcompliments

,kuitasengeachauchirirwamaoko

nekungobudamutoiletchaimo,some

wouldevensayuhmmm Mellow

zvirikunhuwirira,cherozvichinhuwa,I

rememberinhighschool,taifambatiri

three,me,MellowandPatie,Mellow

achifambirapakati,kwakusangana

nerimweboys,andthey

commented,hanzi



"uyoaripakatiunotombogarawopa

chamberiwe"

Youknowwhatthatmeansright,that

shewasbetterthanmeandPatie

,zvekusakodzerakugarapachamber

,isundisutangatakakodzera

manje,ndaivendisingachadikufamba

naye,bitbybitruvengorwakakura



,kusvikiraparizvinoandthingswent

south,Iwonderedhowshewascoping

wherevershewas,forthefirsttime

sinceherdisappearance,Iwondered

whereshehadwent,ndakambobatafon

ndotarisanumberdzake,ndakatanga

kuzvitongesamanje,shouldIphoneher

,shouldInot,andIfsheanswers

,ndotangirapai,ndotichii,afterallthis

longtimewithoutsearchingandbeing

botheredbyherabsence,ndakachema

veduwe,hupenyuhwaivehwandiomera

ini,ndegahandaizvigona,mutorowacho

waindiremera,ndaimbozamakufonera

vamwenevangukutinditaurenevana

butshewouldgivemetoomany

excuses,it'seither,ndavatuma,vavata



,vaendakunotamba,vaendakwakati

,andIsawthatthiswaswellplanned

,uyesheontheotherhand,neverliked

me,andshehadwelcomedtheidea

yekunditoreravanawithbothhands,

ndaivendotaimirakuendakuchikoro

kunoonavanavanguikoko,

"iwestopdisturbingvanavangu

kuchikoro,theyaretheretostudy.Kwete

kutemeswamusoronenyayadzekumba

,vanavanguvakafoirandonetsana



newe"

Alexhadsaid,Ibeggedhim toletme

seemychildren,withmykneesonthe

groundandtearsonmycheeks,until

azoti



"Saturdayyoga,andSundayvanomuka

vachiendakwagogovavo"

Itwasbetterthankusatovaona,

weekendyegayegayainonokakusvika

kutindionewovanavangu,dzimwe

nguvandaitokwanisakurindiraguyo

sembwavoregakuunzwa,Ilearnedto

treasureeverysecondofbeingwithmy

childrenandIunderstoodthepainofnot

havingchildrenatall,thatistorture,and

IrealisedIhadtorturedmyyoungsister



,ndakazotindowachahanguhembe

dzangunedzaBabaCharmaine,hana

yanguyakarovandichisanganidzanane

.......

*ANDTHESTORYCONTINUES...............*
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Uyumunhuaitonetsakunzwisisawith

eachmomentpassing,pamwehewould

appearniceatthebeginningofthe

sentence,attheendanengeatochinja

mupanda,sometimeszvaitondi

vhundutsawo,regaindaizonetsekakuti

anodeichaizvokwandiri,ifhecouldbe

nicealltheway,Iwouldjudgethat

maybeheisjustagoodSamaritanwho

isjustfeelingforme,butdzimwehasha



dzaingoerekanaaitadzaindivhundutsa,

ndaisarandozvibvunzakuti,didIsay

somethingwrongtoprovokehim ,

ndaivendotoshayakutichii

chinomudaro,uyewhyaisadakuti

nditauretauremusiwatauyapambaapa

,aisadakutindinzwikwenani,andfor

howlongishegoingtokeepmemu

cottagesecretly,Ihadnoidea

nekwandaivaandtosearchmylocation

zvaitodandiinephone,hencendaive

ndaitengesa,doorraikiyiwanekunze

,cherodaindaizobudamumbaumu

,ndaimutangaseyimuguardaiveku

gedhiuko,cherokuonamanextdoor

nekuongororanzvimboyandaiva

zvaitonetsa,ndaivendazvionamusi



wandauyapambaapa,Jurahallraive

rakarebairoro,zvekutindakashayakuti

kwaivekuitirambavhaorwhat,apariine

electricfenceontop,ikokuzotsvaga

guardanotyisakudaro,kungeariku

guarderpambapapresident,

aisambojairikamunhuwacho,

handaifungakutiaitombonyenamaINI,

appearanceyakeyaitokuudzakuti

usandijairire,inafewmoment

yekupindapambaapandaivendazviona

kutihaauyuinonstarter,

pandakabatwaruokorwangundainzwa

kurwadziwaandam prettysure,aiziva

kutiarikundirwadzisahake,

ndakangozviudzakutiitiswell,nyika

yakazaranevanhuvanoda



kundirwadzisacheropasinamhosva

dzandavatadzira,apeoplethatfeedon

mypainandnevergetfull.ndaivendoda

kuchemaasindaivendaneta

nekuchema,themoreyandaitochema

themorezvinhuzvazvaitoitaworse

,ndakazviudzakutiiftwistingmywrist

giveshim pleasurelethim doso,butI

wasn'tgoingtogivehim mytears

,aitoratidzawokutimisodziyemumwe

munhuhaanabasanayo,Iremember

pandachemamusiwaandikandira

mumotayake,haanakanakumboita

hanya,ndakachemakusvikira

ndanyararidzwanehopee

ndokuzvivatiranemisodzipamatama,I

followedkwandaiendeswako



ndaigorambiraani,uyesei,llookedat

thebighouseinthatcompoundone

moretime.Uhhm yangayakanaka,iine

balcony,meandmyhusbandhadbuilt

abigbeautifulhouseasiiyiyaive

pamberi,am sureBamukuruTrevor

varikuzviitahavomamboweimbayangu

,zvakauyamumusoromangu

ndakatarisaimbaiyi,butkwandiri

ndainzwisisakutimoneycomesand

goes,propertycomesandgoes,but

oncelifeislostthenitisdone,seipapa,

themostbiggestpreciousthingthatI

hadlostisthelifeofmyhusband,which

couldnotberecovered,sakazvimwe

zveseizvihazvinabasa,becauseyou

canstillrecovertheirloss.



"urikutarisei,usachivazvisizvako

tokuzivaivakadzihunhuhwenyu"

Thestrangersaid,Ilookedathim and

said



"therearecertainthingsmuchmore

beautifulandimportantthanthis,and

nevermakeamistakeofjudginga

human'smind,forwhatisinthereonly

Godknows,kanavakadzivesevaine

ruchiva,isittruethenthatallmanare

dogs?"

Ndakaonaasvavapachisosemuboora



warohwanezuvaremuBeitbridgeandI

added

"Ididn'tthinkso"

Heletgoofmywrist,ndakatarisaruoko

rwangundikaonapaiveakandibata

patodhinda,ndakamutarisaandhe

lookedaway,butthatmomentIlooked



inhiseyes,Isawsomething,something

oppositetohisrudecharacter,hehad

eyesthatcriedtobesaved,hehadeyes

thathadastorybutIdidn'tknowthe

story,hehadeyesthatcarriedpain,or

wasitjustme,wasitbecauseIcarried

painzvekutangakuoonasengemunhu

uyuiscarryingpainaswell,maybeI

hadn'tseenright,maybeit'sjustmy

painthatam seeinginhiseyes,ifthat

makessense,hehadaroofonhishead,

foodonthetable,clothestowear,not

justclothesbutlabelchaiyo,hehada

housewithtightsecurity,abed

obviouslywithwarm food,afancycar

todrive,andanexpensivephoneto

communicatewithhisclosepeople,



whatthencantroublehim ,unlikeme,

theonlythingIhadistheairthatIwas

breathing,soyousee,maybeIwas

wrongnezvandaifungakutindaona

mumazisoakesoIletitbe,

"followme,I'lldothetalking,justkeep

yourmouthshut,am sureyoucanfollow

asimpleinstruction"



HesaidandInoddedinagreement,

ndakatarisakunerimwedivirembajust

from theothercorner,kwaibudikiraa

beautifulgardenwithbeautifulchairs

andaswimmingpool,apalonyakaitaka

greenishkanovaraidza,thewaterinthe

poolsoblue,howIwishedtojustlay

therepeacefully,

"andalreadyshecan'tfollowasimple

instruction,handinakutiteveraheree

iwe,asiwajairamasewageekughetto,



wellthatonemydearisa........."

"swimmingpool,andeventhepeople

inghettoarealso

humans,vachinhuhwirwanemadhodhi

emasewageacho,theyarenotless

peoplethanyou"

Ndakadarondabhohekananehunhu



hwake,Ioncedroveasportscar,Ionce

livedinabighouse,eatingchandada,

kupfekachandada,butnotforonehadI

lookeddownuponsomebody,ndaive

ndakatokurirawomughettomacho,

beingrichdoesn'tmeanvamwevanhu

havasivanhu,andwhatmanydon't

knowisrugaretangenhamo,lifeislikea

wheel,andmywheelhadturnedleaving

mehomelesswithnothing,meaning

anythingispossibleinlife,onlyfools

havepride,akabvaanyararaovhura

doorrepamainhousendobva

ndapindawo,thehouseinsidelooked

morebeautifulthaninside,exceptthat

themanwhohadbroughtmehere

wasn'tbeautifulinside,hehadacertain



uglycharacterinhim ,

"Morriswhoisthis?"

That'showIgottoknowthestranger's

name,sohisnamewasMorrisafterall,

aivearambanezitarakekungeraidyiwa



,healsodidn'tknowmyname,heknew

nothingatall,andIalsoknewnothing

abouthim excepthisnamenow

,ndakatarisakwaibvaneinzwirechikadzi

iri,vaivevanoamaivechikurubuteven

inherageshestilllookedyoungand

beautiful,Iguessitisbecauseofthelife

shewasliving,

"mom thisisuhmmmm.........."



Ndakaonaonditarisandikatikusakwana

ndikokunokunyanyira,Ismiledatthe

womaninfrontofusofferinghermy

handingreetingsndoti

"am Melodyma,youcancallmemellow

"



Smileyanguyakaitaichidzokambijana

mbijanakusvikirandavharamuromo

,ndodzikisaruokorwangu,vaive

vangofinyamaandtookasipof

whatevershewasdrinkingfrom her

wineglass,

"soyoudon'tevenknowhername

,what'sshedoinginmyhouse?"



Sucharrogantpeople,Morrisakandipa

zisorekunditihandinakukutinyarara,

aahnhaisakaaizovaudzakutindonzani

daindakanyarara,orhehadacertain

nameraidakutondipaipapa,andwhy

deprivingmeofspeaking,ndakabva

ndanyararaafterndaonakutiamaine

mwanavanodyidzanapahunhu

hwakashata,



"Iknowhername,ndiyeatondimhanyira

,thisisMelody,sheisgoingtobeour

maid,sinceLoreenakaenda,wecan't

managetega"

Hezvoo,koaivaamuudzakutindiri

kutsvagabasandiyani,uyeremumba

,cherondairidabasarachondaivendati

ndodakuvashandirahereeINI,apavese

mainemwanavainekakusemavanhu

kungeisuvamwetirimhuka,Ididn't

commenthangu,ndakanyararandichida



kuonakutichiichaizoitka,

"issheevenqualifiedtobeourmaid,?"

Sheaskedvachinditarisafrom headto

toe



"sheisqualifiedmother,ifshecan't

reachyourworkingstandards

anongodzokeraka,whereversheis

comingfrom "

"wamuwanepi?"



"afriendofminebroughthertome,

Greghaangambondipimunhuasingaiti

mother"

NdiMorrisuyo



"verywell,pleaseexcuseusIwantto

speakwithmyson"

Shesaidndobvandashayakuti

ndonangepi,Morrisakabvaakurumidza

kuzvionandokuti



"thekitchenisoverthere"

Ndakabvandafambandoendakohangu,

ndakasvikamondokugarapastool

yaivemo,ndaisadakubatazvinhu

zvevanhundisinakuudzwa,Ihearda

voiceinmerichinditi,*whatifyoutry

mellow,lookovertheirarrogant

characterswongozvishandira,chero



uchizowanamarianddosomethingwith

yourlife,zvisineinevamwevanhu

vanozouyavachidakupamba,who

knowsramangwanamightbebright*

Ihadbeenunderthewingsofaman

whobelievesinworkingharddespitethe

circumstances,Ihavebeenraisedne

soldierremukadzirakagaranechairne

tablemustreetrichitengesa,kutivana

vawaneraramobabavafuratira,shedid

notgiveupandattheendtheresults

camewithflyingcolorsandthatwoman

ismymother,itwouldn'thurttotry

wouldit,



"comeI'llshowyouaround"

AkadaroMorrisondibvisamundanga

rirodzangu,Istoodupandfollowedhim

,imbayaiveyakakuraiyoyo,asi

ndaisavasimbezvangu,Iwasn'traised

sembodzayemukadzi,cherokwangu

kumbandaizvishandirandega,andI

wantedtoprovemaivaMorriswrong

,ndaivendazvionahangukutishedidn't



thinkIqualifiedforthisjob,irobasa

rachoraitoitwaserehuCEO,ndakangoti

hupenyuhwemaridzimwenguvasoo,

"kwawakararandikokwaunenge

uchigara,youCookthereandeatthere

,uchazoendawonotengagroceryrako,

panohaubudiasyouplease,pabasa

pano,youroffdayisonlyonSunday,

where'syourfamily?"



"Ihavenoone"

Hegavemeafunnylook,butthatwas

true,Ihadnoone,



Wetookthestairs,goingup,kuma

roomsekumusoro,Ilookedatthewar,

therewerepictureframes,ndakazoti

ndasvikapanerimwepictureframehana

yangundokutibhaaaaakurova.......

*ANDTHESTORYCONTINUES*.............



*BY*

MOYOMEME@YAHOO.COM

[10/1,19:24]MemeM:AWOMAN'S

TEARS



($20PlateYeSadza)

BY



MEODAKAMEME

+27846520633

CHAPTER*15*



MELLOW

"Who'sthisMorris?"

IaskedasIpausedonthepictureframe

withamanthatIfeltIknewbutnot

knowingfrom where,hestoodnexttoa



certainwoman,hissmile,hiseyes,even

thoughitwasapicturetakenyearsand

yearsback,whenourfather'susedto

wearmatrousersayamarivho,he

lookedyoungandhandsome,smartas

well,butevenraivepicremakarekare,I

feltlikeI'veknownthismanfortherest

ofmylife,hedidn'tseem likeastranger

tome,thoughasIsearchedinmymind

whohewasIcouldn'tfigureitout,

"youwanttoworkhereright?"



Morrisansweredwithaquestionanda

serousface

"evenifIdon'twantto,youalready

hiredmeforajobdidn'tyou,andyesI'd

lovetoworkhere,it'snotlikeIhavea

choiceanyway,whatdoesthathaveto

dowithwhatIjustaskedyou"



"ithasgottodowitheverything,you

areheretowork,mindthejobthat

you'retodo,notwhatdoesn'tconcern

you,don'toversteptheline,youshould

beaskingwherethebroom andmopis"

"Iknowwellhowtomindmybusiness

Morris"



"sowhyareyouaskingmeaboutthe

maninthatpichow'sthatyourbusiness

?"

"because........BecauseIfeellikeIknow

him "



Isaid,andforsomeotherreasonsmy

eyeswereengulfedwithtears,andI

lookedaway,fightingthem togoback,I

didn'twanttobeweakAnymore,I

neededtobestrong,Morrisgavemea

funnylook,

"youdon'tknowhim ,whoeveryouthink



hemaybe,youcan'tknowhim ,let'sget

going,andgetthisright,knowyourjob

description,thatwillhelpyouinfuture"

"yessir"

Iwhispered,thoughmyheartstill

wantedtoknowmoreofthemaninthat

picture,itjustcouldn'trestorturna

blindeye,Ijustcouldn'thelpbuthave



thatdeepcuriosity,fornowIhadtolet

itgo,butsomedayIwouldaskthe

samequestionbecauseIfeltIneeded

answers.therewasastorybehindthat

pic,amysterythatneededtobe

unfolded,

"writedownthefoodstuffyouneedwill

gobuythem ,"



Hesaidapedzakundiratidzazvese

zvandaifanirwakuratidzwa,

"youdon'tentermymother'sroom or

myroom unlessyouareaskedto,you

getthat"



Hehadsaid,andInoddedmyheadin

agreement,

"here,take,youwearauniform when

ondutyandcoveryourhairswhen

cookingforus"

VakadaromaivaMorris,atleastvaive

vandigoneraczhembedzachondaive



ndisinahangu,mauniform achoaive

twoasiarioversizeam surethewoman

whousedtowearthem raitovebig

mamachairo,ndakangopererwabutI

toldmyselfthatbehindanoversized

uniform isahardearnedcash,behinda

dirtyman'shandsisabagofmoney,

besidesIwasn'tinamissionofdressing

toimpressanyone,ndaingoda

kushanda,havesomethingtotakeme

offthemindofthinkingtoomuch,I

wrotedownwhatIneeded,andgave

thepapertoMorris,helookedatthe

paper,reading,andhisfacelooked

surprised,



"zvakawandisahereendibvisezvimwe

?"

Iasked

"doyouevenknowwhatyou'vewritten



here,haveyoueveratethiskindof

relishes?"

"problem yako,unodzikisiravanhupasi,

pleaseexcuseme,Ihavealotofworkto

do,"

Isaidwalkingaway,ndomusiyaakamira

nebeparake,mylifeofbeingamaid



began,Ihadneverworkedasamaid

before,butIdidn'tmind,beggarsarenot

chooserstheysay,andweallhaveto

startsomewheredon'twe,Iwasthe

sameladyraisedbyawomanwhoknew

howtohustleinthestreetsnedomasi

,sothat'sokay,it'snotaboutthejob

thatyoudoingthatmattersbutthe

income,aslongndaizowanameansof

survival,izvozvozvegazvaivezvihombe

kwandirithanstayinginthestreets

usinapekutangira,nowIhadaroofon

myhead,foodonthetableandajob

thatwouldgivememoney,it'salright,I

workedveryhard,Iwouldwakeupat

5am andstartallthehousechores,the

housewasbigasIsaid,zvaitodanguva



kurishanda,Ididn'tturnouttobealazy

being,mymotherhadtoldmethat

"maokondeekushandanawo,munhu

ndiyeanoshandakusvikazvorwadza

,nekutinhamoinorwadzakudarika

kushanda,"



Andshewasright,totheotherside,mai

vaMorriswouldmakesure,vawedzera

loadsofworkonme,buthandaivabasa

nazvo,Inevercomplained,Inevercried,

Inevergotangry,butIworkedmore

harder,Ididn'twanttogivetheenemy

thesatisfactionofmypain,Iworked

enjoyingtheworkIwasdoing,likea

CEOonachair,achitendererazvake

holdingapenorwhatsoever,makumbo

akaturikidzwa,ndaitendereranemop

ndichinzwakudada,withsmilesonmy

faceandthatwaytherewasnopain

pazviri,andIrealizedit'suptousto

choosethepainthrownatustohurtus

ortochoosetoenjoyinwhattheenemy

thinksitwillhurtus,andthatonlyleft



amaivaMorrisbewildered.AndIloved

that,kucottagekwanguIalsomade

surekurisparklingclean,Ienjoyedmy

privacy,mycookings,kwaitovewone

TVsoIwasn'tbored,ndakava

motivatednemagospelchannels

,zvekutibitbybitIbecamespiritually

charged,mydoorwasnolongerbeing

lockedfrom outside,Iwouldlockmyself

from inside,ndakazonzwaknock

mumwemusindichitobikahanguandI

openedtoseeMorrisstandingonmy

door



"yessir,howcanIbeofhelp?"

Iasked

"canIcomein?"



Imovedaside

"ofcourse,andcherondikasada

unongopinda,am justamaidanyway"

IsaidRollingmyeyes,hedidn't



commentbutwentstraighttomypots

odongoreramo

"that'sdisrespectful"

Ndakadaro,insteadakabvaati



"what'sthis?"

"madora"



Isaid

"wamawanepi?"

"Iaskedtheguardtobuymesomethe

dayrandakaonaachimadya"



Andyesthatwastrue,nekutyisakwake

ndaivendaroveramoyopadombo

,ndokukumbirakumubatisawomadora,

forsomefunnyreasonsIwascraving

forthem ,muromomangumaive

matozaramatepandaivendamuona

achidya,hehadnoddedhisheadin

agreement,withoutsayingawordandI

didn'tcare,chandaidamadorachete.



"ohokay,canItaste?"

Ndakatorakabowlanddishedafewfor

him ,ndakaonashashayokokotandiro

,iniaizve,munototapirirwawo

nezvakadai



"zvemughettozvinonakaka"

Ndakadarondichimudenha,hejust

lookedupandsaid

"canIhavesomemore?"



"$20plateyesadzanemadora"

Ndakadarondatambanudzamaokofor

mycash,andhesawthatIwasn'tjoking

,thiswasmyfood,zvavondaisadya,

akabvaabudisawalletyakeandtookout

$20ndokundipa,ndakabvandamupa

ndiroyakeyesadzadete,kutodyasenge

asvikirwa,whathadhappenedtotheir

fancyfoodkuzodazveduisuvamwe



vanonzivekughettonxaaandosaka

ndaimubhadharisa,aiveogaraachiuya

kucottagekwangukuzoonakuti

ndabikeiachidya,pesendichidemander

$20,ndaivendotobudgeterkamari

kangukekutengesasadzarangu

nemadorakananematemba,Iloved

Africanfoodasiapazvaivezvatonyanya,

maivaMorrisvakazondidanandokuti

"whatismysondoingkucottageevery

time?,"



"ma,......hewillbe........"

"listenandlistenverycarefully,youare

notmyson'stypedoyouunderstandme

,doyouunderstand!"



"yesmam ,"

"suchadirtygirl,amaidforthatmatter,

knowyourpositioninmyhouse

,otherwiseyouwon'tlikewhatI'lldo

,nowgetoutofmyface,stupidgirl

,watoonapanemariandyouwantto

trapmyson,itwon'tworkforyou,look

atyou,acheaplittleslut,nxaaa!"



"mum "

Morrissaidashewalkedin

"notawordMorris"



Shesnorted
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MARTHA



Whatwasreallygoingoninmylife?,the

waymylifehadsuddenlyturnedupside

downremainedamysterytome,ndini

ndaivemunhuaiveogara

achitambudzikamuhupenyu,therewere

timeswhenIusedtobelievethatIwas

ontopofthingsbuthereIfeellike

everythingIsnowontopofme,

ndakasvikapakushungurudzikazvekuti

ndakazviudzakutibetterndiite

somethingnehupenyuhwangupane

kurambandakagara,Ineededmyold



selfback,lookinginthemirrorndaive

ndoitaserumweruchembere

runevazukuruvanevazukuru,Ihated

whatlifehadturnedmeinto,Ihatedthe

sourlife,howmyhusbandwasnow

treatingme,IhatedthatIwasalone,and

thatmychildrenhadbeentakenaway

from me,IhatedhowAlexwoulddome

everynightmercilessly,andthebeatings,

Iwassickandtiredofallthis,Ineeded

mylifeback,myhappinessback,itgot

worsepandaivendatorahembe

ndowacha,dzangunedzaAlex,God

knowsIwastryingwanievenafterthe

beatings,theraping,yesmyhusband

wasnowrapingme,fortherewasno

moreaffectionbetweenus,ndaive



ndoitwahwedhongichairwo,kana

hwejongwe,kutiukurakarumwaukuriri

kutambiswahaichukucha,kudakana

kusada,butstillIwouldcookforhim,

washhisclothes,ironthem ,andnever

saidnotohisharshsex,whatmoredid

hewantfrom me,forhowlongwouldi

betortured,wasn'tthisallenough,dai

ndaivenekwekutizirandakatizakare,

varumevayisimboitakudhumana

musorovachindionamuroadkwaive

kusina,ndiyaniaizodamunhuane

muviriwakaitasewangu,ndaivendoita

sengeIhaveintroducedkwashiorkor

yevanhuvakuruwithmystructureless

body,kuitasengendaivendosemesa,

themightyonehadfallenitseemed,



ukumuviriwaitamamarkskunge

munhuarikubleacherKurikurohwana

Alex,tearsrolleddownmycheeks,my

handtremblingwithwhatIwasholding,

zvaivezvabvamuhomweyetrouserra

BaCharmaine,Alexanodarireiko,ifI

haddonesomethingwrong,howlong

willIbecrucified.HowlongwillIbe

underthispainfulpunishment,orwere

thesejustsignsthatsaysmymarriage

isover,thatmylifehasreachedit'sown

destination,dzaigovamhosvarudziiko

dzaindaingorambandichitongerwa

nekupihwamutongomutsvauye

unorwadza,ndaizosvikakupikone

hupenyuhwemarwadzouhu,ndaizama

kuendakunamhamha,thinkingthe



moresheseeshowlifehastransformed

meintotheworst,howIwaslivinga

nightmare,nekuitamakomba

pachipfuva,pamwevaizondinzwira

tsitsi,hembedzaivedzisisachakwani

,marindisisapihwi,asimhamha

vakarambavakatsikamadziro,zvekuti

somehowIfeltlikemyownmother

hatedme.

"youhavetheinheritancemoneyidya

iyoyoMartha,inimarihandina"



Alexhadsaidtome,ndaizoiwanepi

mariyacho,allmyconnectionsthatI

usedtohaveaiveavharika

"shamwarindirikudamarithingsarenot



well"

Ndaivendambodarokunerimwe

connectionrangu,asizvandakaudzwa

ipapozvakandinyararidzamuromo

wangu,realisingthatndipopakaperera

sarungano



"youknowwhatamaiimi,chero

mukokowehuchiunopera,yenyuyamuri

kudakundiitiraiyindiyoisingamboiti,

mariyamakadyandiyoyo"

Hehadsaid,ndakamboedza

kuzvishingisandoti



"youknowwhatisatstakedon'tyou,

needIremindyouthat........"

"enoughMartha,Isaidthat'senough

wanzwa,gotohellwithyourempty

threats,Igodownyougodowntoobabe,

Ihavenothingtoloose,andyoumylady

,youhavemuchmore,howaboutIvisit

yourhusbandforstaters,youwouldn't

wantthatwouldyou,nowlistenletthis



bethelasttimeyoudialmynumberziva

zvekumwamapiritsiukokwete

kutinyangadza"

Idroppedmywholebodypasichaipo,

kondaivendatoperawozvekutinyika

yaiveyondifungirakutindatovemurwere

,aigovamapiritsieyiandaifungirwakuti

ndirikumwa,ndakanzwakusekwa

kukurunekudzikisirwakwakanyanya,

andhereIam againholdingcondom

rakatoshandazvaro,randaivendabudisa



mutrouserraAlex,ahhhinindaive

ndanetaini,manheruiwayoakauyaearly.

Ndobvandati,

"Ifoundthismuhomweyetrouserrako

"

Akabvaatarisacondom riya,kana

kumbovhundukandokuti



"ohhhthat,ndikandirewokamubin"

Ndakaerekanandanhongapoto

ndichiivhetemesamumusoromake,

achiinzvenga,akabvaandidzipapahuro

achindikandirapasofa



"ndokuuraya,don'ttestme"

Hesaidogadzirisashirtyakeandleftthe

house,kanakudzoka,Ididn'tsleep

ndichingochema,Iwakeupndotora

doekrangurewhitendonotsvagavana

madzibabakuzviminda,ndakati

ndichifambandokuonavamwe



vaitozvinamatiraasivariVega,ndakada

kudarika,ndobvavandidana

"amaimurikuendepi,ndaona

makaremerwazvikuru"



Ndakabvandatotsaukandoendapavaiva

,madzibabavaionaava,ndaive

ndakaremerwazvechokwadi,

"bvisaibhutsuamai,parenje

hapapfekwibhutsu,inzvimboinoyera

ino"

Ndakamhanyakubvisabhutsudziya,asi



voiceravoraiitasengendinoriziva,vaive

vakazvivharakumesonegemenzi

kusaramazisoega,ndikatipamwe

ndozvazvinoitwa,hantmapositori

anosiyanaplusinichandaida

kupedzerwanhamodzanguchete,tenda

vachionachete,

"murumeanetsaamai,murumeanetsa

"



"ndizvozvochaizvomadzibaba,thank

youJesus"

"Masvikapanzvimbochaiyo

ndakuratidzwaimuchirikurendimi

vandangandakamirira"



Vakadaro,ndakaturamafemondikatiat

last,ndakuchizofarawo

"rightndisapedzanguva,amaimuvengi

akanyangiraakapindamuimbayenyu

,babavekwenyuvarikuitazvemadress

,munozviziva"



"ndizvozvomadzibaba"

"mumwewevasikanawavoakatumira

mhepoyakapindanemunhengodzenyu,

ndikomurumecheromuimba

yakavandikaasingachakufadzei"



Ndaivendotochemainichaivechokwadi

ichi

"asimhepoyachondinokwanisa

kuibvisandichiyihaka,"

"ihakeimadzibabaplease,ndapota



hangu"

"motoshingaamainhengoyangundiyo

inokwanidakuyihaka,nekutizvinhu

zvakaitwakukanganisabondepakati

penyunemurumewenyu,ndichinge

ndaitaizvi,mufarourikudzokamuimba

yenyunevanavenyuvachadzoka"



Ndakambodakufungamadzibaba

ndokuti

"zvisingaitiendaihenyukumba,asi

ndaonamuchinosangananenhamo

hombeyakadarikaiyi,uyemurume

arikuunzamumwemukadzi"



Ndaizoendepinhaivehama,uyepakati

vanavanguapa,anythingformy

childrenandanythingtogetmylifeback

,ndakabvandabvumahangu

"handeinecheukokwakavandikanditoi

haka,mudzokerekumbakwava

nemufaro"



Takaendamukachisango,madzibaba

ndokundikotamisa,vagotangakuyihaka

mweyaiya,haka,haka,haka,ayihwa

yakahakihwazvekutindakanzwakuti

pashandwa,ukundaivendoitandichi

chemerera,vakativapedzamadzibaba

,ndokuti

"chisimukaihenyundapedza"



Hanayanguyakarovandichinzwainzwi

rachinjaravachairochairorandinoziva

,ndakatarisakwaivanamadzibabane

gemenziravondokungoti

"Alex "
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ALEX



IknewwhatIwasdoingandwhy,you

see,allalongIwasstudyingmywifeand

themistakeIdidistostudyherin

marriagenotthetimewewerestill

dating,ifIhadstudiedherbackthen,

andknewthethingsthatIwas

beginningtoknownow,Idon'tthink,in

factIknow,Iwouldn'thavemarriedher,I

wasnowlivingalifefullofregrets,I

regrettedmarryingthewrongwoman,I

regretmarryingawitch,yesyouheard

meright,Marthamuroyichaiye,mywife

didn'tneedthenighttoperform

witchcraft,shehadprovedtobeawitch

atdawn,shehadshownnolove



kumwanawaamaivake,howdoyou

loveanotherbeinghenceyoufailtolove

munhuwawakasiirananayezamu,that's

highestlevelofwitchcraft,kana

kumbonzwakanotikayinesituationya

amaininiMellow,ndaisimbozvitora

lightlybutMarthahadprovedtobe

heartless,nekunyemudziraamainini

mwana,listen,Ididn'tevenmindkuti

Charmaineatorwenaamaininikutogara

navofulltime,goodheavens,ko

amaininivakezvavarimhamhavakewo

wani,chakaipachiiipapo,andMellow

provedtobeagoodmothereventhough

shehadnochild,butthecareshehad

panaCharmainenaShaynewasjust

amazing,kuvaitasevakabvamudumbu



rake,shewouldshowerthem withgifts

aboveallnaturallove,seeingher

condition,Marthashouldhavecometo

me,beingtheonetosuggestthatwe

giveamainini,Charmaine,sheshould

havebeenmovednesituationyemwana

waamaivake,consideredherhappiness

,carriedMellow'spainasherown,what

isfamilyfor?,what'ssisterhood?

Ndipopandakatangakuisaquestion

markpamukadziwanguandtoldmyself

togobacktothestartingline,ndotanga

kuzvibvunzakutiMarthandiyani,anoita

nezvei,pasinazvekubhaiziswane

magaroake,hadbeenblindedthere

nezvinhuzvisinabasa,failingtosearch

theheartofthiswomanifitwere



attractiveasherbody,ndaimbotiamai

vanguvanovengamukadziwanguasi

kana,shehadsangthesamesong

yekuti

"Alexmwanangudaiwakaroorahako

Mellowuyumwanangu,muroora

akanakafani,netsikadzakedzakanaka

chaizvo,handingakunyengerimukadzi

mwanawanguasiuhmmm moyowangu

unongotidaiwakarooraMellow"



Ihadfailedtounderstandwhatmy

mothermeantbythat,butbelieveme

,am beginningtounderstandwellnow

themeaningofherwords.Ndaiedza

pachosekutsvagaamaininiMellow,yes

itsoundedcrazy,asindaivendonzwa

kudaMellowini,everythingabouther

,zvaivezvondishayisahopee,rudo

mandiritowardsMelodygrewbyday

zvichiitakukwikwidzananethepainof

notknowingwheresheis,Myfeelings

towardsMarthaaiveoyenda



achitonhora,especiallywhenmy

daughterwasrapped,Icouldn'thelpbut

blameitonher,andam sure

kunyangarikakwaamaininiit'sherfault

chete,paakandiudzanezveinheritance

moneyndakaisaquestionmark,how

doesawifewaittobeaskednemurume

kutimariyaurikudyaiyiurikuiwanepi

,paakapihwamariyachowhydidshe

choosetokeepitquitewithoutletting

meknow,yaisavanyayayekutindaida

kumudyiramariyachono,butforherto

showrespect,toknowkutiam the

fatherofthehouse,deservingtoknow

chirikupindamumbamanguorchiri

kubuda,ifitwassoinnocent

akazvinyararirei,handinakuda



kupachenesaipapo,ndakanyarara

zvangu,asihazvairevakutindakapusa

ka,butsometimesyouhavetoactlikea

fooltofoolthefools,cherokutaura

chaiko,Marthaaiveasingagoni,kuti

atarisewokutiuyumurumewangukana,

aitotauranenisearikutaurana

Charmainechaiye,kovamwevakadzi

zvavanozivawanikutiavandiMukanya,

ndimhofu,ndishewe,andaddressthem

withrespect,submissionchaiyozero,

ndosakandaivendogarandichimu

kwapaidza,ndaidakumudzikamisa

chaikonekumubvisaichocho

chakamupakutiatorehatyababa

opfeka,ndakanyatsobvisavanavangu

panzvimbo,Ididn'twantthem to



witnessmendichirangahupenzihwa

amaivavo,kumbachaikokwaivekusisa

varaidzi,Melodymylovewhereareyou?

,ndaivendogarandakachemera

mubhodhororedoronestress,

ndichiuyakwaedza,inihandaihuraini,

butImadeMarthatobelieveIwas

cheating,necondom raaakawanamu

trouserndinindakariisamaunendaridira

svimahewumukati ,ndakaona

kutizvakamurwadzandikatimatimadii

mhai,daipotoyaakavhetemesa

kwandirindisinakukurumidzakuiona

ndakanzwapanonakachaipo,Ikondaizo

kuvariramaheuhereenhai

,kutokuvadzirwaMellow

better,ndakatorovaserious



,ndokumudzipa,Iknewkuti

zvicharwadzafutikutiam notshowing

remorse,andzvandaimuita

zvaitoshanda,Marthaakaperamagaro

nenguvadiki,mazamuakaitama

porridge,aizoitamukadzikwayehake,

ndakatindodzokakumbamangwana

achondaitovemumotameshamwari

yangutichitobvakubachelorsparty

yeimwefriendyedundokuonaMartha

uyonekumastand,

"Sylvesteruyomukadziwanguuyo



,mutevere,dakuonaarikuendepi",

hedroveusingthemainroad,Marthaari

mudustroadyekuzviminda,

ndakafungakutimaybeafunga

kuzvisungirira,ipapohanayanguyaive

yorovakatatukatatu,yesIwantedto

hurthernottokillherkanhai,mistake

yakazoitwanaMarthakuburitsadoekre

whitendokusungamusoro,nekusunga

Zambiarewhite,takabvatatarisanana

Sylvester,



"areyouthinkingwhatam thinking?"

Iaskedhim

"nobecauseIdon'tknowwhatyou're



thinking,thoughthereissomethingthat

am thinking"

Hesaid

"shamwarindakuchizobikwanemasowe

manje"



Ndakadaro

"andanokubikaukadzikama"

Sylvesteruyo



"ndodii?"

Iasked,akabvaaburukamumota

ndikaburukawo,



"hendeshamwaripavanhuavo."

Akadaroachinongedzavarumetwo

vaivenemagemenzivairatidzakubva

kumasowe,ndakashayakutiarikuda

kudiichaizvo,aksvikandokukumbira

magemenziavo,ivondokutarisana,

"pleaseit'samatteroflifeanddeath



,tiripakaomatinofirwaizvezvi,muri

maKristu,tipeiwomagemenzitione

madzibabavatirikudakuona,vatitiuye

nemagemenzi,todzosahedutapedza

nawo,yedrinkiyi,"

Akadaroachibuditsamari,haaimi

nemaomeroezim ,magemenzi

akahaiswa,



"pfekashamwarihende,vanamukoma

timirireihenyupamotayeduiyo,"

AkadaroSylvester,takapfeka

magemenziayaiyendokuti,

"ndinimuporofita,ndichaporofita

mukadziwako,iwewogarirapedyo

,ndikokutiubatehunhuhwemukadzi



wakonhasizvakasimbaakagonatestiyi

iwewomuregerera,deal"

"deal"

Isaidinagreement,Sylvesterknew

nyayayangufrom A-Z,takaenda

neimweroadyaizonobatananeyaivena

Marthandichiudzwaplanrese,ndikaona

kutiitwasagoodone,Sylvester



akaendapasowerevanhu,Martha

achingouyahakenechekurenot

knowingzvirimberi,inindaive

ndakahwandamuzvibagechaimo,

ndichionayeseyaiitika,NaMartha

vaizivana,sakaakabvaazvivhara

kumesoosiyamazisochete,akaita

chiporofitachakendokuonaavovanhu

vosudurukakusowevoitasevarikuuya

kudivikwanguipapohanayangu

yakarova,ndikatiMaiCharmaineune

shuwaiwe,Mwariavenewe,



"motsinzinyakamadzimai"

NdiSylvesteruyo,akabvaasimudza

ruokosignallingmetocome,handaiva

nebhutsundainyangiraniceandslow

,ukuSylvesterachirovandimidzenhema,

maiCharmainevakafongora,pant

vabvisa,asiskirtyakavharamagaro

hayo,ndakasvikandokubatamunhu

wangu,ndokumuitaLulaLula,asimoyo

uchirwadzachaiko,Sylvesteraive

atoendakumotahake,ndakati



ndapedzandokumutindapedzabutI

releasednothingini,nehashadzandaiva

nadzoandabrokenheart,chakatoita

kutisabhukuvasimudzemusorondi

Mellowakauyamupfungwa,thefeelings

forherweretoomuch,ndakaona

shashakuvhundukayatarisana

neni,akadakutizandikamutiruoko

dzviindiye...............
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MELLOW

Ndakanzwamoyowangukubaikana

nemashokoamaivaMorris,sothe

womanreallysawmeascheapanda

dirtygirl,becausetheywererich,she

thoughtIwasseducingMorris,justto

getmyhandsontheirmoney,kuuya

kwemwanawavokucottagewasn't

becausendaivendichimudanaor



kumukwezva,cherondaida

kumukwezvandaigomukwezva

nemahovhorosianguiwayaandaipfeka

dayindayout,pfungwadzangu

dzaisatombovakweseikokokwavaive

vandimhanyira,allIneededistowork

andearnaliving,chaive

chakandikosheraistohavearoofunder

me,tobeunderunderprotectionnotin

thestreets,Isawituselesskuvadaira

ndizvozvavaifungawoandshewasright

pahuwrongwavo,Ihadlivedlifeyemari

iyiandlearntthattherearemuchmore

importantthingsinlifethanjustriches,

youcanberichandneverhappy,forin

lifeyoucan'thaveitall,youcanberich

andnothaveapeacefulnight



uchingochema,attheendbecoming

powerlessinenjoyingthoseriches,or

youcanberich,wotangakuonasenge

vamwevanhusezvikorobhoforgetting

thatlifeisawheel,Iknowthisfrom

experience,mywheelhadturnedand

hereIam ,from alandladytoamaid,

anythingispossibleinlife,Iexpected

mytearstoFalldownbuttheydidn't,in

factmymouthsurprisedmebysaying

"am sorryma,itwon'thappenagain"



IlookedatMorrisandwalkedaway,one

preacheroncepreached,thatlearntokill

them withkindness,andthemoment

you'llbegintoforgivethosethathad

wrongedyouwithoutreceivingtheir

sorry,knowthatyouarenowareal

Christian,Icarriedonwithmyduties

pambaapandisinachigumbunemunhu,

insteadIfoundhappinessintheLord

,andcarriednofrustrations,no

bitterness,evenzvandaivendaitirwa

nehamadzangudzepedyo,kundidadira

nekundirasawhenImostneededthem

ndaivendatovakanganwira,theword



,whichisGod'swordwaslivinginme,I

hadacceptedChristfullyandtomethat

waslikeembracingpeace,welcoming

mycomforter,myhealer,hewashealing

everypain,andbandagingeverywound,

Ineededtobefreefrom carrying

chigumbu,soyaatomeitwas#nomore

zvigumbunevanhu,Mwarindiye

aizoonananevanhuvake,hama

dzemurumewangundaivendatodzi

kanganwira,thatwasanotherlevelof

movingonwithmylife,Itookmylife

experiencesasonefallingdownbutnot

sleepingwheretheyfelldownbut

gettingupandstartingagain,declaring

mytomorrowwillbegreaterthanmy

today,



"takethis,itwillhelptocommunicate

withyoutisipo"

AkadaroMorrisachindipafon



"thankyou"

Isaid,ndoendereramberinekubika

foodyavo,Beefandvegetableskebabs,

hapaingobikwazvemangamanga

pambaapa,orletmesayfoodyeku

ghettosekutsvinyakwavoAmaine

mwana,ifonlythemotherknewthe

reasonofhersoncomingkucottage,



"anonakaka"

IhadsaidtoMorrisoneday,achidya

sadzarangunematembaanedovi,and

henodded zvekubvumirauku

achiribinhasadzariya,ndakabvandada

kumusvotandokuti



"anoredzwamumasewageekughetto

ndosakaachinaka,ndichatoti

vandiredzereakawandasezvo

achikunakira"

Akabvaaregakudya,andgavemea

deadlylook



"usanditarisenezisorekudakundidya,

ndiweusinahunhuunofarirakukwata,"

"butam payingforthisfood,whydidn't

you......."



"idyawakanyararasolongzvichinaka

cheteiwewe"

Akabvaasiyandiro,ndokugezamaoko

,andleftthecottage,ndakabva

ndodongoreranepawindowndokuona

oendakunagatemanhamenho

zvaitaurwa,pasinanguvaaiveadzoka,

ndokuvhuradoorrangu



"havesomemannerskodaiwandiwana

ndisinakupfekanhai"

"hapanachandisi........sadzarangu

riripi?"



Hedemanded

"ndaridyaini"



"Melody!"

"another$20"

"what!"



"urikudasadzakanakutihausikuda"

Akaibudisawani,asindaive

ndisingachamudikucottagekwangu,

lethim eattheirfancyfood

,zvekuzotukwanaamaivakebodo

,vachindifungirakutindirikurara

nemwanawavo,apamariyangayatoti

wandirirei,ndakatindararandokunzwa



fonkurira,

mellowopenthedoorndirikuuya"

"what,!Didn'tyouhearyourmother

insultingmeneny......."



"openthedooram onmyway"

"Morrisit'slatenhaiurikudei"



"Notsomethingyoucanaskme,open

thedamndoor"

Ndakamukaanddidasheasked,koaive

bosska,ndairambiraani,inafew

minuteshewalkedin



"ndirikudazvawabika"

Hedemanded

"what,urikuonakutiinguvai?"



"perfecttime,mymotherissnoring"

"urikuonakunemapoto,ndakadaro

ndofugamusoro"

AchingotimusovamumuromoIhad

jumpedoutofbedndomutorerafood



yangu

"Mellowchiinhai?"

"mariyangu,pluskanawakudyahusiku

hwakadaidisturbingmypeaceand

uchinditukisamaharasadzarava$40"



Akabvaaibudisa,

"usiyewasukandiroyako"

"what?"



"wazvinzwa"

Ndakabvandanorara,andwokeup

munhuaenda,apaAsukandiroyake

,ndaidakumudzidzisahunhu,



NdakamukaearlyonaSunday

,ndokugezaworedressranguriya

randaivendanhongwandakapfekana

Morris,combedmyhair,didalightmake

up,andlookedatmyselfinthemirror,I

lookedfat,notshapelessthough,ndaive

ndabatana,ukudressravapfupi

,kunyatsogarapamuviri,mazamu

asingachadibra,apaanguaiveagara

asinakuyamwiwaka,aiveava

mazibhorazvino,zvekuticleavage

yakanyatsobuda,ndakavhundukanethis

transformation,ndikatikomaid

anozonakawozvakadai,Itookaselfie



ngaibudewenandokuisapaprofilepic

yanguapopaigarapariblank,mamwe

ndikaisapastatus,ndakatumiraMorris

messageyekutiam goingout,andhe

respondedwitha

urikuendepiiwe?"



"needIremindyouthatthisismyoff

day"

Akavhuramastatusangundokuona

munhuatovapadoor,ndakaona

akatyidzwandokumupamvura



"areyouokay?"

Iasked

"am fine,tirikuendatesekwauri

kuenda"



"aahnhaiMorris"

"it'snotupfordiscussionMelodyhende,

I'lldriveyouwhereveryouwanttogo"

"I'dpreferatax"



"Isaidit'snotupfordiscussionyou

hearme,urikudakuitazvekuhuraka"

"what!"



Ndakafemerekazvekubhohekanaand

added

"evenifIwantedtoprostitutemyself

howisthatyourbusiness"



Akabvaanditimbama,zvekuti

ndakavhunduka,Iheldmycheekad

tearsfelldown,hepushedmeinhis

armsandIfoughtthatheletmego,but

heheldmetight,akabvaasimudza

musorowangutikatarisanaandIsaw

him cryingndikavhundukaandgot

confusedatthesametime,asItriedto

understandwhatwasgoingonwiththis

guy,ndakaerekanandanamwanekiss

,shocktookover,ukumunhuonakirwa

nekissandIpushedhim away,hana

yanguyakarova,IfeltIhadbetrayedmy

latehusband,
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ALEX



Iwasdisappointedandheartbrokenat

thesametime,yesndaivendoda

zvaamaininiMellowbutIdidn'twant

Marthatoprovetomethatshewasa

loosecannon,kungozivakutimukadzi

wandaivendarooraaricheapandloose

zvinongobhowa,tomethatsimply

meanstherewasmorethatIstilldidn't

knowabouther,thethoughtyekutisaka

daindisiriinindararanayevari

vamwewomadzibabahavozve,affected

medeeply,soshedidn'tmindtojust

openherlegsforanyothermanotouya

kumba,pretendingthatalliswellka,

whatadangerouswomanshewas,I

couldn'tbelievekutindiyeMarthaaive



ambotoramoyowangu,Ijustcouldn't

believethatshewasthesamewoman

wandaivendichimboshaiwirahopee,

ndaivendarooramukadzirudziiko,yesI

maynotbeperfectbutIneverforone

cheatedherorplannedto,ndaitoda

zvekusiyananayendotoraamainini

Mellow,nottocheather,iyiyaitove

nyayahombechaiyoyekutoraamainini

MellowbutIcouldn'thelpthewayIwas

feeling,asmuchasItriedtofightit,

zvaitoitasengezvakuchidzirwamoto

,andIhadnopoweroverit,tomeit

werelikeadrugandIwasdrunktothe

fullest,chaivechorwadzakushaya

kuzivakwaivenaamaininiandIknew

withhercharactertherewasa



possibilityofherturningdownmy

proposal,asindaizofandaedza,ndihwo

hwaivehurongwahwangu,asidai

MellowaivenecharacteryaMartha

yekugonakuvhuriragumbocheroana

madzibabakumasowe,ndaitozotiit'sa

donedealndobvumiwa

chete,ndakaonaMarthaodakutizaand

Iwasquickenoughtograbherbyher

wrist,nehashandakamupazimbama

rakasiyaruokorwanguruchipisa



"thisisforbetrayingme"

Isaiddragginghertothecar,

ndokubvisagemenzinerumweruoko

,ndonopaSylvesterkutiapevaridzivaro

,ndakamukandiramumota,

taizopedzeranatavakumbachete,it

wasobviousMarthawasastrangerto

me,andmusiuyuaizondoudzawhoshe

reallywaseganemuromowake,she

hadherheaddownpaakaonakuti

mumotamaivenaSylvester,nyadzi



dzinokundarufukanhi,Sylvesterdrove

usinsilence,hapanaakatibufupahu

threehwedu,mumwenemumweaive

nezvakezvaaifungainineniwondaive

nezvaindinetsamumoyozvekutihandina

kuonakutitasvikakumbanguvai

,ndakaburukamumotanewangu

mukadzindokupindamumba,Sylvester

oendakwakendisatindambodiifon

yanguyakariramessage,Iopenedthe

messagendokuonandiSylvesteryaive

yakanzi



don'thither,maan,usaitezvinhu

zvinozokupinzisamujeri,betterkana

usingachadinezvakelethergo,thisis

nottheendoftheroad,atleastyou

nowknowwhatyourwifeiscapableof.

Ndakangoti



"thanksIwon't"

Ndakagarapasofaandlookedat

Marthauyoaiveazviunganidzamu

corneryesofasengearikuda

kunyuramo,ndaivendakaputirwane

hashazvekutikumurovaNdaimutyora

tyoramabhonzoaiveasaranawo

nekuondandikakandirakuimbwa



,ndakapedzachinguvandakadaro,

"Bacharmaine"

Shebrokethesilence



"don'tyoudare,speaktome!"

Iscreamed

"Iwasdoingitforus,"



"whatthehelldidyoujustsay,

kkkkkkkk,"

Ndakasekazvehukashaandcontinued



"youweredoingitforushuh,wanga

wakafongorera munhuwawanga

uchizivakutimumwemurumeandyou

tellingmeyouweredoingitforus,"

"handisikuzvireveraseizvozvo"



Misodziyakeyakatangakuyerera

"usandibhowawonetumisodzitwako

twemangamanga,don'tyoudare

provokeme,urikureveichaizvoiwe"



"ndachidakugadzirisamaproblems

emumbamunoam sorry"

Ndakaitasendichamumharanebhutsu

pamuromochaipo,



"iwe,youusedyourownprivateparts,

thesamenunuthatIride,thatIpaid

lobolafortosolvemaproblemsemuno

mumba,mununumakoumomunema

solutionemaproblemsnhai,howabout

yousolvethisonewithyourdamnnunu,

getgoing,doit,solvethisoneMartha,"

Ndakaonaapusazvino,



"urikundipedzeranguva,takeoffyour

clothesRightnow,ugadziriseproblem

iripoizvezvi,now!"

Akabvaawirapamakumboangu



omabatazvinesimba

"murumewanguplease,usandidaro

,zvirikundiremera,ndandisingafungi

,chandangandichingodaisolution

chete,"



Ndakamupushanegumboachinowira

uko

Ndakananavirabanga,mwanaakaridza

mhereiyeye,ndakamupazimbama

commandinghertokeepquite,aive

obvundaserutsangarurimumvuraand

that'sexactlywhatIneeded,



"handisikudakurwanewe,butndoda

kutiuzivekutindakuzivachokwadi

cheseaboutyouandnhasiunondoda

uzvitaurirewega,ifyoudareleave

anythingout,urikuzosangana

nevadzimuvakonhasi,startwiththe

inheritancemoney"

Ndakaonaavhunduka,



"don'twastemytimeurikundinzwa"

Ndakadarondasimudzabanga



"ndotaura,ndakutaura,musandibayeBa

Charmainendapota,ichokwadiyaisava

inheritancemoney"

Hanayanguyakatibhaakurova

,ndaitonyepawokutipanezvandaiziva

,uyeIwasneveramurder,buthunhu

hwaMarthahwekufongoreramadzibaba

hwakaitandivhundukeuyendidzamise



pfungwa,Ineededtoforcethetruthout

ofher,evenofthingsIneverknew,or

expected,Ihadfrightenedherandshe

hadgivenin,

"yesIknow,tauranyayayako"



Ndakanyepa

"am sorrymurumewangu,ndaisava

nemoyowekugutsikana.Ndaidawo

hupenyuhurinani,andyoucouldn't

providethatforme,ndaichivahupenyu

hwaMellow,soafterherhusbanddied,

ndakatangakuraranaTrevor,tichidya

tesemari"



*FLASHBACKS*

"Trevormutsaiwe,usehungomwa

hwakeagainstherutorezvese,tidye

mariotherwisehapanachauri



kuwanawo,nekutizvesezvirimumaoko

ake,youdeserveabigslicepazvinhu

zvemunin'inawako,mudzingemellow

andtakeovereverything,remember

vanhuavatreatedyoulikeadog

,vakakudzingapambapaya,mutsa

semurume,orngaavemukadziwako

uwaneaccesspazvese"

Marthahadsaid,Trevorhaana

kuzviramba,hekissedherthoroughly,



"ndizvozvandinokudiraizvozvobabe

,unebraindzakarodzeka,how'smyson

"

"Shayneariboe,daddyvaShayne

,motomiramira,tiwanemari

yekuchengetamwanaweduaswell"



******BACKTOREALITY*******

"Am sorryBaCharmaine"



Marthasaidogwadamapasi,iletthe

knifeslipdownmyfingers,ndakava

powerless,ndakanzwadzunguchairo

ndokugarapasi,dzivaremisodzi

royerera,

"sakaShayne,hahahaasimwana

wangu?"



"ndireregererewoBaCharmaine"

"koCharmaine,?"



"Ndewakoplease"

Marthaakabvaamhanyirabangandiye

.............andIscreamed.
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MELLOW



"Melodygarakumberi"

Morrisordered

Ndaivendazvipfekerakubackseat,ko



ndaigomhanyirakufrontsei,ini

ndaingovejustamaid,ndaifanirwa

kuzivapositionyangu,uyekanamai

vakevaizondionandiripamothersseat

,vaizotowanachekutaura

nekunditukirira,zvaitozoitasengendizvo

zvandagarandichidahencethatwasn't

true,handinakudakumupinduraMorris

orkutevedzerazvaida,Iremained

sittingatthebackseat,besidesI

neededataxnothiscar,ndaida

kunozvitengerawohembe,mabranema

pant,andallotherstuffawomanwould

need,mwedziwaivewapera

ndokupihwamariyanguapa

ndobatanidzaneyesadza,yaive

yakatowanda,handaidakutambisamari



nekutiremangwanandaisariziva,so

ndaizotengajustafewthings

,ndosarawoneimwemuhomwe,

zvakandishamisazvakaitwanaMorris

,kutodemanderkudakuendaneni

kwandaienda,ndaizonhongaseyi

mubhurugwaangunhayi,wasthis

supposedtobemyoffday,rekuriI'llbe

freefrom workandfreefrom mybosses,

manjekanaaiveotinamanamanenion

thisdayndaizofemerakupi,apa

kuzonditukaachinditindirikudakunoita

zvechihure,firstitwasAmaivakenow

him ,kuitasekunonzivaivevandinonga

mubhawaorheardrumoursofmy

prostitutelife,ndakabhohekananazvo

andIansweredhim thewayitwas,kana



ndainohurazvaiveinaye,forstartershe

wasn'tmyhusbandormyrelative,but

myboss,meaningwhatIdowithmy

personallifeisnonofhisbusiness,his

businesskwaivekuonakutindirikuita

basarangunemazvohereejustthat,not

zvekutindirikuendepionmyoffday

,ndichinoitanezveyiuyenani,Ididn't

seeitcomingwhenheslappedme

,ndakaonanyeredzichaiyomasikati

machena,ndaivendagumisirwa

kurohwandirimwanachaiye,whenmy

motherwoulduseshamhuyemu

peachesndanonokakuendakumba

ndichitambahangu,myhusbandnever

raisedhishandonme,hebelievedin

communicatinginacivilmanner,he



wouldn'traisehisvoice.

Ndakatoshamisikamusiwaadzinga

BamukuruTrevorvadyamariyekushop

,hehadscreamedshowinghow

frustratedhewas,andatthattimeI

knewthen,thatBamukuruhadpushed

him tothewall,andhowhesohatedit

ndichinzingomwa,andBamukuruhad

saiditinhispresence,asipamwepese

apahewouldjustexpresshisfeelings

notusinganger,thoughthesoundofhis

tonewouldtellyouthatheisnothappy,

hewouldn'ttrytomakehimself

understoodnemambamakana

nezvibhakera,zvekutiwhenMorris

slappedmethatwasindeednewtome

,andIhatedthefactthathehadthe



gutstolayafingeronme

,chandairoverwachachondakachishaya

ini,iyendiyeaiveandituka,hewasthe

onewhohadoversteppedthe

boundariesofanemployerand

employeerelationship,whenhepushed

meinhisarmsIwasstillinshockof

whathadhappened,asoureyesmet

,misodziyanguyaiyererawithoutsaying

anythingandhetoowascrying.Ko

aigochemeiariiyeaiveandirova,wasn't

itsupposedtobemecrying,hehadnot

tastedthepainofhishandslappingme

ormyhandslappinghim ,saka

chaimuchedzachii,beforeIknewit

ndaivendanamiwafutinekiss,it'sbeen

nearlyfourmonths,sincemyhusband



MusadiedandIhadnottestedany

man'stongue,andzvaitovekureneni

,whenIrecoveredfrom shock

ndakatonzwakutihezvoozvandiri

kukokotwamumuromonerurimirwake

,maroveroakaitahanayangundiwo

asinakumiramushe,accompaniedby

guilt,somethinginsideofmecried'

Musaam sorry',yeshewasdeadbut

somehowIstillfeltconnectedtohim

,likeanumbilicalcordfrom amotherto

achild,



HowcouldIallowthistohappen

,anotherMan'stongueinmymouth.

EventhoughIhadnotrespondedtohis

kiss,thatdidn'tmakeitright,anditwere

likeyesterdaywhenIburiedmyhusband

,thewoundwasstillfresh,basandiro

raitoitakutindisanyanyakufunga,but

truthisIstillmissedhim,istillwishedif

hecouldappearagainandsay

"am sorryhoneythatwasjustaprank"



asidzaiveshuvirowodzemunhu

airwadziwa,forIhadwatchedthem bury

him ,Ihadseenhisfaceinacoffin,he

lookedlikesomebodywhowasjust

havingapeacefulsleephake,zvekutiI

wastemptedtowakehim upandtell

him that



"babethisisnotfunnyatall"

Buttheyheldmetightandallowhim to

continuesleepingpeacefully,hedidn't

wanttobeawakenedanymore,nobody

hadthepowerto,hehaddrawnintoa

deepsleepthatwouldn'tacceptno

disturbances,butstilltodayIfeellike

I'vebetrayedhim ,byallowinganother

mantokissme,thisbodyhadbeenhis

sincedayone,hehadbrokenmy

virginityhimself,hehadmadeloveto



medayandnight.Notanotherman

,handinamumwemurumewandaiziva

ini,hishands,onlythem,werefamiliar

withmybody,andmybodyknewthem

well,Idroppedtears,likehewasthere

watchingme,likehehadcaughtmered

handedwithanotherman,Morris

akatozopindabusyyekundinyaradza

,andapahewasgentle,nothisusual

style

"am sorry,Ididn'tmeantoslapyou,am

sorryIdidn'tmeantokissyou.Whatam



Isaying?ListenMellowam reallysorry

,don'tcry,don'tcry"

Paidaroiyeaitochemawosemunhu

afirwa,zvimwezvinhuzvayiitwana

Morriszvaishamisa,youwouldwonder

ifheisreallynormal,orthere'saloose

screwinhishead,takatombopedza

nguvatakadaro,andhewentmu

bathroom towashhisface,ndokudzoka

oti



"pleasefixyourmakeuptiende,before

mymothercomesback,"

Iwentkubathroom andwashedmy

faced,applyingalightmakeup,though

mazisoaiveachirikuratidzakuti

ndambochema,ndaisadamaivake

vazivezvaivezvaitika,sakakumbobva



pambaapakwaivenaniandcomeback

latehangu,Ineededtobealone,but

Morriscouldn'thearofitorletmebe,he

droveoutofthecompound

,ndokunomirakuneimwecorneryemu

streetmataigara,Ihadopenedmy

windowndotangawokuongororakuti

ndaivepichaizvo,kwaivekwakatizii

,pasinamunhuaifambamuroad,kuri

kumasuburbs,justlikeaplace

yandaigaranaMusa,itlookedrich,I

wonderedwhyhestoppedthecar

,akabvaaburukaandhecamekuback

seat,



"huyaugarekumberi"

HesaidandIrefused

"Canyoustopbeingstubbornforonce,

anddoasIsayMelody,am notdriving

thiscarkusvikawabvakumashureikoko



,"

Ndakaburukandokuridzatsamwa

,ndokunovhuradoorrekudriver'sseat

,ndokugarapo,ndokuirovamota

ndichimusiyaakamira,ndakazoreverser

ndodzokapaiveakamira,andtherehe

stoodlikeazombie,heopenedthe

mother'sseatndokugara,ndakabva

ndairovamotakupindamutown

,ndaionahanguachinditarisa

zvekubirirainindokurambandakamenya

serious,wereachedtownndikaburuka



,iyendokuburukawo

"soyoucandrive?"

Heasked



"nondinochovha"

Isaidrollingmyeyesndofambakuenda

kwandaidaachingotevera,ndakaona

kutindikamutevedzeraIwon'tbuy

anything,ndakapinda,mushop

maitengeswahembe,andboughtafew

thingsnemapantsangu.Ndapedza

ndokuti



"am done"

"followme"

Hesaid,



Ndakamuteverandokunopindamune

imwebotique,maidhuramaishura,asi

munezvinhuzvakanaka,

"Iwanttobuymygirlfriendsome

clothes,wouldyoumindhelping"



Ndakabvuma,

"what'shersize?"



Iasked

"justlikeyoursizehamunakusiyana"

"ohokay"



Ipickedallthebeautifulclothes,chero

aiveandibhowa,Ididn'tmindhelping

him ,from shoes,lingeries,dressesand

skinjeans,iyehejustaddedsome

originalperfumes,nezvimawig,zvinhu

zvangazvakanakaizvozvo,hepaidfor

them withoutthinkingtwice,takatoita

zvekutengasuitcasekutitizviiseimomo,

apangarinakekungeremunhuwhois

abouttotakeaflightoverseas,from

there,hecomplainedkutiakunzwa

nzaraandtobehonestndaive

ndonzwawonzarayevanhufivechaivo,

wewentinsidearestaurant,bookeda

tableasweorderedourfood.Kana



kumbonyarawenandakadyakusvika

ndanzwapareremoyochaipo.

"madyiroakokungewavanegore

usingadyi"

Hecommented



"unoteverakumbanetsokaukada

kudaro"

Isaidndakabatamakeysakeemota,I

drovehiscarkusvikapacorneryemu

streetmataigara



"huyaudriver"

Isaid

"tasvikawani,"



Hecomplained

"yourmother?"



"sheisnotyetback,hende"

Idrovekupindapamba,ndokutorazvinhu

zvangundoendakucottage,akabva

ateveranebagriyarehembe

,ndokurigadzikapamubhedhapangu

"thisisyours"



Hesaid.
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CONTINUATION

MORRIS

Iwantednothingtodowithlove,nothing

todowithwomen,soIlivedmylifelike

that,achoicethatpainhadcausedme

tomake,notsomethingthatIwanted

butmyheartcouldn'thandleanother



crack,Ihadmoney,everythingIneeded

,withamuscularbodywhichladies

wouldscream jovialfor,butinsideI

carriedpiecesofmyheart,itusedtobe

completebutnotanymore,astorythatI

wouldtelloneday,Igrewacertain

character,acertainfeelingyekusavane

hanyanemunhuanonzimunhukadzi

,lookingatthem nomatterhow

beautifultheycanbe,avoicebehindmy

brainkepttellingmethatnothingisof

differentthere,Ididn'twanttogoback

there,tothelandofpainandtears,been

therebutnotanymore,that'ssomething

Icouldn'thandleevenwithmymuscular

body,thepainwasbiggerthanmybody,

heavierthantheamountinmybank



account,ittookmeaverylongtimeto

liveanormallife,Ican'tsayit'shundred

percentnormalbutatleastam not

brokenthanmyfirstdays,herearethe

aftereffectsthatIwassufferingfrom ,I

neverwantedtobesofttoanywoman

,thesepeoplewithlipsticksontheirlips,

beautifulhairs,beautifulnails,dressing

beautifultheyhadtakenitallawayandI

wasleftnemoyowakasviba

,wakatindivara,tomebehindthe

lipstickslyesarazorbladetocuta

man'sheart,behindthebeautifulnails

,ascissortocutandreduceamanto

nothing,soIchosetolivemylifendega

,singlenostress,andchopmymoney

,mymotherhadlostherhusbandzvese



ndokusiiwamumaokoavo,from the

companyhehadbuiltfrom scratchone

,motherhadappointedmetoseethat

thingsgoeswellinthatcompany,soyaa

Ihadbecomethebossandworkedhard

thattheshipofthecompanydoesn't

sinkbecausethefounderisdead.My

othersiblingswerestillstudyingabroad

andwouldcomehereandthere,nyaya

dzemhuriwodzaivedzakawandisa

dziinekutemesamusorobutIwasglad

kutinaamaivangutirikwedutegaitwas

lessstress,therewereissuesthatI

didn'twanttogodeepinto,Ialsohad

myownproblemsandIcouldn'thandle

zvinhuzvakangowandaWanda,having

toldmyselfthenowomannocry,



ndaitobvahangukubasarimwezuva

manheru,that'swhenImetthislady

akagarapaverandahreshop,shewore

atroubledface,magariroaiveakaitane

bagipapo,zvakandipamibvunzo

yakasiyanasiyana,itwaslate,yatova

nguvayematsotsinemahurekutanga

kufambafamba,shelookedso

innocentandIwonderedwhatherstory

was,butthenpfungwayekudakuva

nehanyandakaikandirakure,whenI

rememberedthatthisisawoman,andI

needednothingtodowithwomen

,ndakatombomudarikazvangu

,ndoendakunotengachikafupaneimwe

restaurantwhichwasabouttoclose

,ndakatindodzokausingthesameroute



andfoundthatladyonthesame

positionapaoratidzakunyatsopindwa

nechando,Ineededtoignoreherand

drovehome,mindingmybusinessbut

surprisinglyIfoundmyselfparkingmy

car,ndichinoburukakudaiwanike

akuridzamhere,bagrabiwa,Ihadtorun

aftermbavhaiyaasipayakapindanapo

ndipopandakashaya,whyam Ieven

botheringmyselfaboutthiswomanI

Wonderedanditalsoservesherright

nechaarikutsvagapaverandarepower

salesmanheruanochiipanekuenda

kumba,tsitsidzayiitadzichiuya

dzombotsikirirwaneruvengorwandaiva

narotowardsvanhukadzi.

Ndakamubvunzazvehashachaizvo



chaaitsvagamutownatthishourandall

shecoulddoisrespondwithhertears

,mistakenumberone,handaida

kuchemerwa,especiallynemunhukadzi

,Ihadcriedariveralsobecauseof

women,sotheirtearsnolongermoved

me,paakatangakundipundurazvaaida

tellingmetomindmyownbusiness

zvakaitakutindimerere,shedidn'tthrow

herselfatme,despitemyfancyclothes

andcologne.Infact,viceversa

akaratidzakusemburwaneniandthat

wasafirst,zvekutindakanzwaastrong

beautifulfeelingtheIneverfeltbefore,

whatwasgoingonwithme,ko

zvandaivendotorwaranetwominutes,I

wasusedtowomenwhothrew



themselvesatmebecauseofwhatIhad

,asiapazvaivezvachinja,haanakana

kumbotarisamykeycars,kuitasenge

ndakabatatamboyekusunganayo

Mombe,neitherdidshelooktwiceatmy

labelledsuitorshoe,kutoita

sendakapfekamasaganemanyatera,

kutomutisimukapawakagarahaanga

simuki,takatozosvikirwanematsotsika

munhuachiitahustubborninindopinda

mumafight,kukandazvibhakera

Ndaikandazvangusakahandina

kuvhundutswanazvo,nekukuvara

kwandaivendaitafutihaanakuda

kuendaneni,ipapothatstrongfeeling

tookoverndikamumhitsura,the

momentIheldherinmyarmssent



electricityallovermybody,afeelingthat

Ihadneverfeltbefore,Ihatedit,ohhow

Ilovedit,whatam Ievensaying,Ihated

thewayIwasfeeling,Ididn'twantto

feelthatatall,akachemahakeasi

handinakudakuvanehanyanazvothat

wasmychoice,hanziallowmymother

toburymeuchingewandiuraya,Iwasn't

amurdererforgoodnesssakebutIlet

herbelievewhatshewantedtobelieve

,ndakabvandadakumuvenganezvaayi

itakutindinzweinafewmomentsof

seeingher,ndokutangakumudirarough

pesepandaitauranayeandworse,I

oncehadabeautifulfeelingbeforeand

itdrovemetosuicidal,ndakazoti

ndamukiyiramucottageandfoundher



praying,thisladywasjustdifferent

,ndakanzwathatstrongfeeling

yosimukazve,eachmomentshewas

doingthingsinauniquewayzvekutithe

feelingwouldcomestrongerthan

beforeandIhatedherevenmore.

Ourhousehadsecuritymanje,evenku

cottagekwaivenecamera,reasonbe

,taivetambobirwanevashandiagreat



deal,sowenowhadcameras

everywhere,asizvaingozivikanwaneni

namom chete,Ndakatangakuona

Mellowremovingherclothes,Itriedto

lookawaybutIfailedtoresisther

zvekutimbolisyaiveyatoshatirwa

chaiko,ndakatarisapatrouserand

spokeoutloud

"whatthehell!"



Daiyairovekamusiuyundaizoiranga

kutiidzidzekudzikamakwete

kungosimukiranewaisingazivi

,ndakanopindamucoldwaterchaimo

asiyakatowedzerakutidzii

,ndakabudamondogomera

ndonozviwisirapabed,kunodaipa

cameramunhuakugezamazamupanze,

ndakabatamboliskusvikirayatushuka

yegasemotaraibvandokutozofema

chaikoandIsleptlikeababy,uonemum

wastheonealwayscheckingzvinoitika

kucottageasipanaMelodyndakada

kuzvionerandega,ndakamupabasa

withoutheraskingforit,butthenIjust



didn'twanthertogoaway,shewasmy

enemythatIlovedtoseeeverydayif

thatmakessense.Iwouldwatchher

sleepforhourskusvikirandazobatwa

nehopeeifyouhadaskmewhyIwas

doingthatmyanswerwouldbe

"becauseIdon'thaveanythingelseto

do"



Whichtomewasmoreofalie,thefirst

daychairondakatozopedzisirandoenda

kucottagekunomufukidzajira,and

kissedheronherforehead

ndakavhunduka,whatwasIdoing,this

ismyenemyforgoodnesssake,itfelt

likeaspiritdrivingmetodocrazythings

thatIdidn'twanttodo,orelseMellow

aitobvakuZaka,arimuzukuruwemuroyi

chaiye,nekutiwhateverthatwas

happeningtomewasn'tme,asforher

maidjobshedidherjobwell,she

seemedtoknowalot,from cookingto

cleaning,thatmademewonderkuti

akazvizivirepiconsideringthetypeof

foodbeingcookedinourhouse



,curiosityhangedonmebutIdidn't

wanttoaskher,shewasanobodyand

shewasnothingtomecaseclosed.But

mellowaingobhowa,shewouldpress

buttonsthatIcouldn'tresist,foodyake

yaaibikakucottagendaivendonzwa

kudakuidyaeverydayofmylife,zvekuti

ndaivendototengazvimwekutiabike

apashewouldchargemeontopofthat

,andIlovedhercharacter,thatshows

shewasbusinessminded,daiari

mumweakatondikwezvanefoodiyoyo

asiaitodemandermariyake,treating

measacustomerinarestaurant,I

didn'tenjoymymotherinsultingher,but

thenIdidn'twanttosupportthe

weaknessIhadforher,latealone



ndaisadakuvharirwamagapeesadzaku

cottage,soIwouldwaituntilmother

hadsleptndonodya,Ididn'tmindpaying

forgoodfood,cheroaizoriti$50

ndaingobhadharazvakadaro,musi

waazonditumiramessageachitisheis

goingout,ndaitovaonlinewanikeavane

profilepic,ndakaivhurandokuizoomer

,ndikanzwagodokutimbiipahuro

chaipo,kunodaikustatusiniahhh,

nditarisecleavageiyo,ndakabuda

mumbandichimhanyandonangaku

cottage,hapanakwaizoendaakadai

ndisipo,IfeltIhadtobetherechete

paakarambandakanzwahasha

ndikamurovameaningatovenemunhu

waarikuenderaka,tobehonest,my



pastyakauyafastmumazisoanguit

werelikemellowwascheatingmeandI

slappedher,whenIcamebacktomy

sensesthat'swhenIrealisewhatIhave

done,ndakamunyararidzamunhu

wangu,asindaisazviitisa,

takazonetsanaodakugarakumashure.

Iyendokuzoramwaovhetemesamota

,ipapoIbecamepowerless,whowas

melody,?Whoisthiswoman,soshe

candrive?Whatelse?Wheredoesshe

comefrom ?whatisherstory?,Ineeded

tofindout,ndakazomunyeperakuti

hembendedzegirlfriendyangubutI

wasn'tlying,ndofungamapanzwisisa

ipapo,Ilefttheclothesonherbed,not

waitingforananswer,mum vakazouya



Melodywasoffsakahaanakuonekera

,akazoonekerathenextday,shedid

herjobignoringme,pamwenekuti

mhamhavaivepoIdon'tknow,

akazoerekanaMellowafendafrom

nowhere,

"Morriscallthedoctorkochiikonhai

,iweMorriskanemunhuwaunongo

unzapambapasinazvaunozivanezvake

honamanje"



Momzyakakwamatata,ndakafoneraour

familydoctorndokuuyafaster,ndokuti

"sheispregnant"



Kosei,whowastheownerofthis

pregnancy,ndakaitakukungazvibhakera

chaizvondokumhanyakunagateman

ndichino.........
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